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THURSDAY, 31 AUGUST, 1822,

The Nerager (TToin W

Bertram,
tgols the chair at 11 a.am.

SUPPLY.
Resvarrion ofF CoMMITIEE-—FOURTI
ALLoTrED Dav.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbare, in the ¢

Tloae SECRETARY'S DEPARTME

CITARYTABLE INSTITUTIONS AND GRANTS,

Question stuted—
“ Thut £90, be granted for
¢ Charizable Institutions and Grants ™ 7—
Mre, STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): T would
like 1o discuss the question of the Westwood
Sanatorium.  Criticism  has been levelled
against the hou, member for Rockhampton
for speaking on this matter because it was
outside his electoral boundayy. T think the
hon, member was perfectly right in recog-
nising that the sanatorium is not one for
Central Queenstand alone, but that it is one
of a national character. I am gratified to
see that recoguition of its merits in different
parts of the State is proved by the fact that
i that institution there are patients who
have come from long distances outside Central
Queensland,  Unless one is conversant with
the conditions cxisting in relation to the
inmates of the institution, one might mis-
understand a portion of the speech delivered
by the hon. member for Rockhampton., 'The
hon. member stated that the number .of
inmates had incrcased and that he was grati-
fied to see that there was a grester number
of inmates this vear than in the previous

year.

Mr. GLEnzoxX : I would like to see it crupty.
Mr. STOPFORD: The hon., member for
Ipswich interjects that he wonld personally
like to sec the imstitution empty, 1 think
that is a wish which is shared by every hon.
member.  But. although we may have that
wish, we have the stern reality before cur
eyes that the fact that the beds in the insti-
tution are nct fully occupied is not a guar-
antee that evervthing is right. In the early
histors of the institution there was something
which ecaused a  considerable amount of
anxiety to evervone who had the interests
of the institution at hecart. We knew that
the Government had cxponded something like
£26,000 on the institution, yet many of the
beds weve not being availed of, although we
knew that there were sufficient sufferers
from the dizcase around Mount Morgan and
Rockhampton to occupv every bed, The
reason for that was that the miner, for whose
special henefit the institution was crected,
has always led a life free from traint,
Any man who has lived in, or even visited,
a mining community must recognise that
the miners are a peculiar type and very
independent. They hail every stranger who
appears in th town with good fellowship, and
people somerimi~ ave amazed at the familiar

manner in  which perfeet strangers are
greeted when they visit a .mining town.

These men, aitheugh they knew they wore
suffering from the complaint, could not
be induced to enter the institution, because

got th~ idea that on entering it
would be subjected to discipline and
a form of restraint which thex had not heen
used to: and it was only affer some of their
mates had goue to the sanatorium and

[HMr.

Stopford.
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reaped the benefits conferred by the insritu-
tion that this fear was broken down. I will
cite a case that came under my own hotice.
A friend of mine, who was working in the
ount Morvgan mine, gradually began to fail
in health, and it did not reguire a medical
¢ye to see that he was entering upen the
early stage of this complaint. I prevaiied
upon him iirst to leave the mine and to seek
work in one of the railw uction
camps: and. taking an interes
I watched the development of the disease a
it got a grester hold upon him, Repeatedly
T asked that man to go to the Westwood
Sanatorium. and he zaid, ** Ne,”’ that he was
not going to accept charity ; he was not going
to be bossed about, and that he had chosen
his own life and intended to live it in his
own way without restraint, and when the end
came, he would meet it. During the last
isit of the Public Works Commission to that
district, the wembers of the Commission
met him, and it was casily seen that the
ase had got a strong hold on him. He
had been working at the Baralaba State
Coalmine. The manager did everything
possible to provide him with a light job, but
he had to confess that at last he had reached
the end of his physical strength, and, in
speaking to the hon. member for Bowen, he
stated that he was getting his last dividend
from the Mount Morgan Company. I pre-
vailed upon him then to make application
for the benefits provided under the Indus-
trial Diseases Act that this House passed
into law. Fe accepted that advice, because
he believed he was taking something to which
he was justly entitled; that he had given
his life in carrying on an industry of a
dangerous nature, and he was perfectly justi-
fied in saving that ihe industry should bear
the burden of supporting him during the
period he was incapacitated. That man
wrote to me afterwards that he had gone
into the *‘ repair shop”—-that was the term
he used in writing of the local hospital. He
could not be prevailed upen to enter the
Westwood Sanatorium, and the hon, member
for Rockhampton, ju remarking that he was
gratified fo sece the increasing number of
patients cntering Weostwood, clearly desired
to convey to the Committee that he was
pleased fo know that the people for whom
the institurion had been buils were to-day
recoghising the benefits conferred by it, and
were availing themzelves of those benefits
(FHear, hear!) A it deal of the sucress
of the institution is dve to the matron. She

a most excellent matron, and a woman

is & most
who has retained her womanly sympathies,
and she has a knowledge of buman nature
that permits her to give satisfaction to those
men who ohject to any restraint. Her
mothods of haudling them. together with fhe
freatment of the oxcellont doctor that the
(tovernment have been fortunate enough to
secure for the institution, have broken down
what threatened in the early history of the
sanatorium to nullily the benefits that should
come from an institution of this character.
T am delichted to know that the institution
is doing excellent work for those who ave
suffering from that dread complaint. On
one occasion 1 sent a girl from Brisbane fo
Westwood, and, after remaining theve for
some two vears. she has now returned to her
parents in cxcellent health, and is able to
carn her own living. She is a monument to
the care and affection which she received
while in the institution. We may all feel
gratificd that the institution is carrying oub
what we anticipated it would do, and I am
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surc th we all wish it were pos
legislative cn(ufmun', not only to give a
ance to thosc who ave suffering from miners
phthisis, but to \\mc it out dltog(thm But
I know enuugh cf the complaint and those
who have suffcred from it to realise that
thdt is only a pious hope. While the mining
industry 1 oniinned we shall have to look
for a certain number of vietims from it. 1
nize that the Mount Morgan Company
take overy precaution that sclence can place
at their dizposal to try and save the lives and
limbs of their employees. If we could abolish
whas is known as the contract svstem, under
which men vie with cach other for a greater
amount of pay, and if we could abolish the
nlghl shift in that particular calling, we
would probably be able to lessen the need
for such an institution as this,

The wmatter of the provision made for the
eradication of prickly-pear at Westwood,

for which a sum of £500 appears on the
or .
Estimates this vear, as well as last year also,

has been referved to. The hon. member for
Normanby was on the right track when he
stated that it was merely a vote carried for-
ward from the previous year, I remember
that, when we went out to inspeet the insti-
tution, a lease of the paddock which was
reserved had been given to one of the local
%raz;ers with u condition to keep the pear
down.

Hon. W. Foraax Saure: Is it good land?

Mr. STOPFORD: Not very good land.
There are portions of the flat which are good
agrieultuval land, but parts of the paddock
are of ne particular value. This gentleman,
while using the pa ddmk for grazing pur-
poses, had not caumd out his part of the con-
tract with regard to keeping the pear down,
because there was a considerable portion of

pear upen it, It has been suggested that
the paddock should be cut up into swali

arcuy and put to profitable use, and so relieve
the Institution from the expense of dealing

with the pear. I would put in a plea, 1if
that ix to be done, for the men who are in
the fivst stages of this complaiut. I hay

t:)u,-‘l
st stage of

vs held the opinion that 1t wa
get, the men who are in the fi
this diseaze out into the open air, away from
the mine altogether and free from tho
responsibility of going yound the country
loecking for a job, wo might, in a mcasure.
be able to save them from the last and
worse form of the discase. 1 believe that
there are wmany mon whom the doctor would
tell to-dav to get out of the mine if he did
not kuow that he would be practically sen-
teneliiig thein to death owing to the anxicty
they would feel in regard to maintaining
therr families, That would bhe a greater
injury to the men than working in the mine.
if ble of land were given to these men,
they could be initructed in methods of culti-
vation, and this would help to bring them
back to health. sincovely truss tlmt the
institution I continue its good work, while
at the same time hoping that the ravages of
the discase will be lessened as scienco copis
with the diffculties which surround the minar
and the employer in relation to the dust
problem i every deep mine which iz
operated in the State.  (Hear, hear!)

3 Rkt

it
il

.

PETERSON (Yormasby): 1 spoke for
a fow moments last night on this importaut
vote, I am not one of those members who
take excepiion to another hon, member taki ng
an interest in an Institution of a public
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nature. I stated last night that I believed it
was the duty of hon. 111«‘mbUa. 1)(11[}(111‘11 v
the members who represent industrial centre
to fake a leeu intevest in these institution
There is on matter I would like to bring
under the notice of the M3 o1 representing
the Home Secretary. For a long tlm(, past
wo have repeatedly asked that an incinsrator
should be erected at Westiwood Saua-
torium  to destroy  the sputum from the
patients suffering from miners’ phthisiz, A
the present moment the matron is badly
inconvenienerd in thm direction. The sputunt
ix taken out into the open and dunox ed

the
the

by boiling it in cpen pans. That is not
the h\g,wnm way and is not the best way
of treating the contagious sputum  which
comes fromw the inmates. I trust that the

Adinister awill sce that a brick incincrator is
installed at the carliest possible moment. The
hon, member for Mount Morgan dilated upon
the nuamber of cures that have taken place

at Westwood, and I can endorse what h
I have made a number of visits to

institution in the past few years, and I
can bear testimony to the fact that patients
have loft there perfectly cured. I kunow that
marvellous cures have faken place there. I
might mention the case of a patient named-
Mcedillan, who was rot a miner, bur a
farmer. e went into the institution suffer-
ing from chest complaint, and after remain-
ing for some months he left the institution.

I saw him a few months ago in the Rock-
hampton distriet, and he told me he had
been completely eured. I think that this

Tiouse owes a great deal to the b(uletan for
Public Instruction, Mr. Huxham, o was
Home Secretary at the time the sanatorium
was instituted. That hon. gentleman alway-
had a kindly feeling tow d.lds the °an<~t01mm
and it is mamlv *l\lounh his efforts that we
have an up-to-date san atorium cs ‘abjlshod at
Westwood, I admired the work of
the hon. gentleman in that direction, and the
residents  there thought so much of the
intere that the bon. gentleman took in
establishing the sanatoritum that they named

the uhrg adjacent to the sanatorinm
fluxham” in memory of the hon. gentle-
man. (Flear, hear!) THis name will there-
fore be han“d down to posterity as a
monument to his good work in establishing

the Westwood Sanatoriunmi.  (ilcar, heax!)

Regarding the question of the destraction
of prickly- pmu judging from the fact that it
enst over £2.000 to clear the Bajool reserve of
i pn'u it will cost as much to clear the
‘\s twood Satatoriun roserve, and the longer
it is left unattended to the morve it will cost.
I hope thar the £500 which is placed on the
Tstimates will not be \'urm,d fOl\\uld to
next yvear, but will be used in the cheapest
nessible manner for evadicating the pear.
One hon. memher said there was not much
pear on the reserve, but T beg to differ wirn
him. If something i+ not done, the roserve
will bvmmo deusely covered with pear. and
iz will be lost to the people of Queensland.
and incidenthy to the Governoent., ‘m‘ hou
member for Rockbampron stated las? nisht,
by imm‘jo(rirm thot T had negleeted the
Westwood Sanatorium. With the permission
of the (“r)m.mr,hnn. I will read a testimonial
which was forwarded to me by the inmates
of the institution.

AMr. Forpr: What is the date of that?

Afy, PETERSON @ 15th August, 1921

My, ¥Forpe: That was before you deserted
from this party.

Ay, Peterson.]
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My, PETERSON: The
received reads—
¢ Sanatoriun,

testimonal I

Westwood,

*15th August, 1821,
Peterson,

“ Hon. J. C. Brisbane.

* Dear Sir, to sincerely thank
vou for your untiring cfforts on our behalf,
whirh have resulted in the installation of

of a  billiard table frem Parliament
House.  Anything caleularod to obviate

the  monotony  of sanatorium  life s
cagerly looked forward io and welcomed

by the inmates, consequently the arrival
of the table was hailed with delight. 1t
15 a boon and a blessing, upocmllv to

those who are welil enough to play, and
to the rest of usx who are unfortunately
confined to bed for the present, it is a
beacon of hope until the time when we
shall be sufficiently advanced in health to
participate. Though you have many calls
on vour time. yvou never fail to attend to
the institution’s requirements, proving
vou have our interests at hesrt and are
cver solicitous about our welfare.

* Again thanking you and assuring
vou of our grateful appreciation of your
favours.”

Here follow about fifteen names, which it is
open to hon. members to peruse.
My, Forpe: They dov’t think much of

vou since you deserted the Labour movement,

Mr. PETERSON: I will leave it to the
inmates and the people in the electorate to
judge.  Reverting to the prickly-pear ques-
tion. the hon. member for Fi oy said last
nizht that he hoped that no cochineal insects
would be spread over the Westwood Sana-
torium rescrve becouse of the probable
trouble that would oceur afterwards, I
might mention that, wirh other hon. mem-
bers. I have besn noticing with interest the
propagation of Dactylopus Tomento+us
insect. 1 oam consinced that if tlose inscers
were distributed around the sanatorium, it
would do a great deal of good and save a zreat
‘deal of money io the poc])l(\ of Quecnsland.
]udg'ng by the succes: of the experiments
with the wild cochineal insect, Coeccus
Indic in the Gracemerc and Bowen dis-
trict=, I hope that every effort will be made
to save the whole of that land from infesra-
tion bs prickly-pear, and it ¢an only be
done by spending the voie already passed
and the vote befor: us to-day. and employ-
ing men at the earliest pessible moment for
that purpose.

My, R. ROBERTS (Fast Tonwoomba) :
I shonld like, at the outset, to express regret
at the illness of the Home Secretary, and to
say that T am very glad to hear the hon.
gontleman is improving. T hope that before
lonv we shall see him taking his place again
in this House. anortunatc,v owing to the
manner in which we have to do business in
this House just now, we are unable to know
what is really done in the varvious institu-
tions throughout the State. It is somewhat
gratifying, however, to hear one or two hon.
members say, as they did vesterday, that
ther app ceiate the interest which other hon.
members take in the public institutions
within ’rhoir particular aveas. On the other
hand, when some remarks were made yester-
-day aLout certain institutions. three or four
members on the opposite side did anything
but treat them respectfully.

I want tr)htoucll on one or two matters
«connected with the Toowoomba district. first

[Mr, Peterson.
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whers cous

of all with regard to the Heome for Tpilep-
tics, When thst home was established ir was
anticipatod that veer satisfactory vesulss
sould follow. A Very ]dlgo expenditure oE
public money was incurred; but, although I
have not been able to get all the informa-
tion to ensble me to deal with the matter
as [ would like, it appears from the informa-
tion T have obtained that we are not getting
anythin: ke the vesults we might expect.
I do ncié know the number of patients, bur I
am inciined to think that we have not the
ey we expected to treat in the manner
hich wa~ intended when the institution was
establizhed. 1 look upon the home as a place
Jderable attention and cave should
be given to patients with the object, if pos-
sible, of curing tbcm T am quite satisfied that
work is o carvied out along those lincs.
1 notice that the amouat required for main-
tenanece £1,360. You cannot feed sixty-zis
paticuts and a stafl of twelve on that amoun

of smones. Tf we had a report before we were
callod upon to discuss the Fstimates, we
would kunow what the position war, I weuld

like to know whether any results have acerued
from the work of the institution.

The Secrrrary ror MiNes: You d
suggest that the inmates arve underfed
you?

Me T R R(?BI‘R"W' I do not; but vou
caniot feed eights people for fwelve monrhs
on £1.300. 1 agree with tho hon. momber
for Rocldnmpxon that we do well in encour-
aging benevolent institutions in ecach portiun
of the State. Too many of our aged people
are taken to Dunwich and left thmo to ond
their dags.  Some of those people desire to
remain in the districts where they have been
for many years. In Toowoomba, through the
gencrosity of a man who in his day did very
much for the poor of that district and for the
State. we have the Brodribb Home. 1 notico
from the veport that it js subsidised by the
Government fo the extent of £300 per annum,
1t 1= doing very good work for Hw Govern-
ment. From the nporf, I find that last vear
they admitted 194 men, fourteen women, and
childven.  People who had nowhere to
go for «k 'iter were m*owdc:l for in that home,
which i very efficiently managed.  Under
those circumstances. that home is entitled 0
assistance from the Government, The wax iuf
which it ix manazed is an object lesson to
some of onr State institutions.  The lady in
charge tries to make cvery shilling get ifs
full value. I notice from their balance-sheet
that they were able to sell vegetables to the
extent of £24 12, 10d. When we see a small
place like the Brodribb Home able to return
that amount, independently of supplying
vegetables for the use of the institution jtself.
it indicates that CGovernment ipstitutions
could very well do the same. We have heard
about Rockhempton a good deal in connec-
tion with this vote. It appears to me that
Rocklmn'pton has a very big slice of the
vote. Out of a total of £1,700, £800 goes to
that city.

Mr. GreEN : Not much goes to the North.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I regret that a
greator amount is not going to the North.
We should do all we can for the poorer
people in the community. I am pwp'u“ed to
support the (fovernment in the action they
take along those lines.

Mr. MOORTE (Adwbigny): We had no reporg
last vear on the Willowburn Epileptic Fiome,
which cost a lot of money to build. It has been
stated that the average number of patients

not

0
d. do

ton
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in the institution is sixty-six,
understand  how that number of
«<an be maintained cn the appropri
£1,300, which is only equivalent to an annual
expenditure of £16 per head for the number
of patients and the staff in this home.
I do not quite understand how the insiitu-
tion is conducted. I know of three cases
that were refused admission to the home.
I am not very conversant with two of
the cases, but I know that one person
was  refused admission and was sent to
Dunwich, Is t place only for
[11.30 a.m.] the admission of those who are
curable and that those who ave
incurable are sent to some other place? It
is an extraordinary thing that young men
and women have to be sent to Dunwich when
“t are epileptics. It is a most unsuitable
place for them, especially when we have a
necially equipped home, with a staff trained
the treatment of epileptics, where the

I cannot
patien

for
fo

‘patients’ position can be made very much
easier. I have heard that patients have been
refused admission because they bave heen too

much trouble, and. I I e also heard that
the home is not availed of fo the extent it
should be. There is an increase of £I00 in
the vote for “ Maintenance and lncidentals”
for the Willowburn Home for Epileptics, We
had no report last year dealing with that
institution, The reports on all charitable
institutions are becoming so abbreviated that
‘thev confain po infermation at all. The
Minister in charge of the Estimates should
give all the information that is required. A
few years ago we did get full reports, and
we were told exactly what was going on and
what was recommended by the principals of
those institutions. Those principals sug-
gested that for purposes of economy patients
should be utilised to do certain work.
Apparently because those recommendations
offered opyporiunity for a great deal of
criticism, the inspectors and doctors were
told to cut down the reports so that there
would be no room to critd the method
in which the institutions were being con-
ducted. All the reports that we now receive
contain merely a few figures which do not
give any information at all. The Govern-
ment should welcome suggestions from the
principals in those institutions as to the
different ways in  which they might be
improved, In institutions like the Dalby and
Westwood Sanatoria, Dr. Spahlinger’s cure
for phthisis has created & grcat deal of
interest. I have had ihree letters, one from
a patient in the Diamantina Hospital and
vwo from the Dalby Sanatorium, pointing
ou, the hope instilled into them by rveading
articles in connection with that cure. Pos-
sibly the Tederal or the State Government
might be able to take some steps to have the
care tested.  No doubt, it will probably
alleviate some of the patients’ sufferings.

Hon. W. Foreay Swm: There was &
statement published quite recently to the
-effect that the Commonwealth authorities
were investigating a cure for phthisis.

Mr. MOORE: I would like some informa-
‘tion as to what has been done by the State
Governiment.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Paddington): The Commonwealth
Government are now investigating the
matter, Hon. members opposite have endea-
voured, in their criticism, to show that £1,300
is not sufficient appropriation for the
Epileptic Home at Willowburn fo provide
for the comfort and wellbeing of the

&
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inmates. The hon. member for Fast Too-
woomba made a comparison »f certain insti-
tutions in Toowoomba subsidised by the
Government with State institutions. [ can
assure the hon. member and the people of
Queensiand that the Government are doing
everything possible in the interests of the
unfortunate people who are inmates of the
Willowburn i

Mr. Morean: It is a pi
move private institutions.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
average number of patients at the Willow-
burn Hpileptic Home last year was sixty
three, and the actual expenditure was
£1,292 16s. 9d. There was no curtailment
of any comfrrt on the part of patients as
compared with previous years. It is not
fair to make comparisons with the Westwood
Sanatorium. The patients at the Westwood
institution require a greater quantity of
drugs and medicines and much more treat-
ment than is requited at the Epileptic Home
at Willowburn.  The patients at the latter
nstitution are subject to periodical fits and
illnesses, and do not require the same
amount of medical treatment or the same

v that there are not

quantity of medicines as the patients at
Westweod. :
My, MoreaN: Why is there such a dis-

crepancy between the amount voted for
“ Maintenance and Incidentals” at the Dalby
Sanatorium and the Westwood Sanatorium ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
leader of the Opposition raised that question
late last evening. The total expenditure for
15%0-1921 at the Dalby Sanatorium was
£3.658, and last year the amount was £2,383,
showing a decrease of £1,275 on the previous
vear's expenditure. The Estimates have been
ba on last year's expenditure, and the
decrease 18 due to the reduction in the cost
of “material, meat, butter, bread, groceries,
etc., which is an argument that the cost of
living is being reduced in Queensiand.

My, Vowres: Should not the same apply
to the other institution?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
total expenditure for 1920-1921 at the West-
wood Banatorium was £2,372, and the expen-
diture last year was £2,757, an increase of
£384, The increase was due to the fact that
the number of inmates had increased from
thirty-two to fifty-four.

My, Vowres: The staff is the same,

The SBECRETARY FOR MINES: One
never knows in connection with an institution
like the Westwood Sanatorium what the
number of inmates is likely to be. Apy day
in the weék you are likely to get half a
dozen fresh patients, and the staff must be
there to meet the requirements of the institu-
tion.

Mr. Vowies: They are not there, accord-
ing to the Hstimates.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
expenditure at the Epileptic Home at Wil-
lowburn last year was £1,292, and the amount
provided on the Hstimates this year is £1,300,
which we expect will be quite sufficient for
the requirements of the institution. I again
repeat that there will be no sparing in the
matter of providing comforts or in attention
to the unfortunate inmates of the institution.
Apart from the amount provided, the patients
grow their own vegetables and tiney do
laundry work and needlework. Dr. Nicholls
veally ‘decides whether the inmates are fis
and proper persons to attend that institution.

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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Me. T. R. ROBERTS (Hast Yoowoomba):
If I follow the Minister's remarks closely,
there are abews eighty people at Westwood

and about sevenly at W whurn, but he
wants roughly about £2,000 more to feed
those at Westwood.

The SecrETARY FOR MD You must

d that the inmates ab Wosmoou
require greater medical attention and more
medicine and drugs. It is not a question of
food only.

Mr, T. R. RO
that the cost of n“fvd
amount ?

Yes.

The BrcRETARY FOR MINES:
Question put and passed.

HEALTH.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A, J. Jones, Paddingion): I beg to move—
“That  £27,368 be granted for
‘ Health. ”

It will be noticed that there is a decrcase
of £2,658 on the amount provided for last
year. Hon. members are well aware that
during last year we had an unfortunsate
outbreak of plague in the State, and every
precaution has been taken by the Home
Secretary and by the Department of Public
Health zmd the Health Board to stamp out
that dread discase as far as possible. It is the
policy of the Government to prevent the spread
of disease in this State, because we recognise
that the health of the community should be
one of the first considerations. Good work
has been done by the Home Secretary in
that direction, and hon. members are quite
well aware of the firm stand my colleague
has taken in the interests of the whole of
the people to prevent any further spread of
plague.

.~ Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): There is a matter
in connection with this vote that is of some
importance to the community., It not only
concerns the health of the people in my
electorate, but also, I understand, of the
people in the North generally. Some five
or six years ago what appears to be a new
form of disea:s broke out in the North and

was accompanied by great mortality. For
some time it was regarded by the medical
profession as being of either a typhoid or
para-typhoid form. Bub for some time,
dmongst the sufferers themselves and those
living in the ncmuy there has been consider-
r;,ble doubt as to whether it was that form of
sickness of not, and I urged some time ago
that a bacteriologist should be sent there to
investigate matiers and effectively diagn
the disease; and I pointed out that, unles
something of that kind was done, it did not
seem *bat any satisfactory conclusion as to its
treatment or prevention ‘could be arrived at.
I am pleased to say that the depariment
have at last acted on my advice; but there
has been a most unjustifiable delay in taking
this action, and I am also sorry to say that
it is open to question whether valuable lives
have not been sacrificed through this delsy.
To make the matter clear, 1T do net think I
can do befter than read the correspondence
and reports in connection with this matter.
in 1921, T wrote at length to the Home Secre-
tary on fhe subject, but previous to that,
from year to vear, I had called on the
department and verbally laid the matter

[Mr. Swayne
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On 4th July, 1921, T put

before the Minister.
the Minister in writing

the positicn before
ag follows:—
¥ Hon, W. McCormack,
““Home Secretary.

Sir,—As the Minister in chazge of
health nm*tms in our State, I have th
honour to draw your attcwmon to ths
following :—For some years past & form
of fever has been prevalent in meio
of my electorate, and many valuable lives
have been lost in consegm‘nce Some time
ago the Health branch of your c{cpmb
ment were made cognisant of it, and
the Commisszoqor, Dr. Moore, visited 1he
ocality, and inoculation as a preventive
123 10w been pmchsed for three or four
vears. This year (he fever) has been
much sn ev*'{ence, and I lately again

o

discussed the subject with the health
officer of the local authority. That
gentleman kindly furnished me with the
following data regarding the sickness

which is the vesult of cbservation on the
part of hims!® .ud other medical men
in Mackay ireconnection with the patients
they have treated for it—
(1) Men, agricultural
m’)ﬁﬂ\' affected by it
(2) Cases, genelal‘y those engaged in
opening up new land.
} Locality, in elevated part of dis-
trict from which the water rans through
a more populated area, and it is only
in the upper part that cases have
oceurred.
{4} Infected persons have
drunk only tank water.
(&) Flies are not bad.
i6) Persons who have recent inocula-
tion T.A.B. are rarely infected.
(7) Fever is of a typhold type.
All cases have been notified as
and treated as such, specimens
sent to the Government labora-
All results have been negative.

workers, are

almost all

“ From the above information, wh
it will be nonﬂe& is Wlmcmmlv neoa’mv

f
it seems the real cause is unkﬁown‘
One noteworthy point is that the speci-
mens sent to the laboratories have:

afforded no information as to the cause.
Does this indicate that it is a ba,ocili or
so short Iived when removed from
its host that it cannct survive the time
COSSATY v it to reach any of
-res where lahoratories are ave i
able for research in such matters? It
is ;mentioned that inoculation is a safe-
; . but to he such it must be done
at short intervals and at that time of
the vear when those tireated are mnot
Lt to be already affected by the

gorm,

-

disoase in process of incubation.

“In view of the little definite informa-
tion we have to date and the impossibility
of stamping it out until the cause is
knm’m I strongly urge that a specialist,
equi pped with the necessary anphancex
for bacteriological investigation on i}
spot, be appointed to go thoroughly mto

the matt Bven if inoculation is of
gservice in minimising the risks ot
contagion, it is most ce 1ta1n1v net dest

able as a permanent practice to be 0“mn
through by all those resident in such
localities.”
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That was the middie of last vear. In the
nnddlo of this year—a year afierwards—Dr.
Telford and a Government bacteriologist were
sent up. I may point out that it is a scasonal
sickness and occurs between December and
March, and, ther:fore, one vear has been lost.
During the last season there were several
deaths, and several other cases affording a
sple nd’d opportunity for investigation, but 2
year's time has been lost, There has besn
mhor correspondence on the subject. 1 may
ay that the health authorities attributed the
se, in the first place, largely to the
sanitary conditions. The local authority took

the matber in hand, and, I think, Qati<fa(’-
torily. I have here a l"OpOI" 554 "the shire
clerk, Mr. J. E. Maddox. I may say that,

;relv owing to my representations in tho
place, a system of inoculation has been
practised there for some years. The shire
clerk says—

‘Seven (1) advertisements within the
last cighteen months have appeared
’1(1\'1\11’&{ residents that inoculation would
take place on certain dates and at the
minimum cost (this being for the serum
alone), the doctor’s fee belng borne by
the council. Upwards of eighty residents
have taken the advantage offered.”

The local health officer, Dr. Kay, writes—

““The President, Sarina Shire.

“ 8ir,—I have to thank you for the
cm‘w:pcndonce recmvod regarding the
West Plane Creck fever, and note with
pleasure  that Mr. Swavne has forced
the Minister, and incidentally the State
Health Depmtmpnt to pay some atten-
tion to this matter. All that was recom-
mended by the Commissioner in 1917
was done, and vour council issued specific
instructions in all matters of sanitation.

have recommended prosec ution in cases
reported by your inspector where defects
were found. but he has always informed
that the default was remedied on his
demand. In every annual report I have
drawn  your ﬂt‘rf"ztion to the need of
special vigilance in sanitation. For a
‘maH commanity like Sarma the expense
of kerping a permanent man solely for
sanitury inspections has been prohibitive,
nm vour council has at intervals sup»

plemonted your ordinars mspeffor by
speeial men  detailed for that purpose,
In an ares so far away it is not prac-

ticable for yvour medical oﬁ]r’er of health
T(, personally inspect each dwelling, but
when T have made inspections, if defects
have been found, the 10\1(1(‘11135 have been
cager to conform to any regulation for
the be tterment of health.”

Then we come to the doubt as to wi
it was typhoid—

“ Still it iz not a typical typhoid fever.
There has always been among the resi-
deats at West Plane Crexk a feeling that
the disease was something more than
typhotd.”

e goes on to wiy—

“To lorain thesa will require, as woe

}]"LV“ always held necessary. a special
m‘msslon ith a bacteuo'omst at its
: the carrying ploblom which
casually remarks will be

sethey

of the Commissioner

Speaking
he said—
Y The Commissioner is in charge of a

perzonally,
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very laurgs department, and, energetic
snd highly trained as he is, he is called
upon to mect a problem such as this with
‘irrlﬂ or no help. 8o we are told in the
Health Department communication that
. with reference to Sarina, the
issioner is sorry, and we remember
at four vears ago, m 1917, when he met
shire council, he was even then
- and pathetic. He knew full well
he had not the means of dealing
with the situation on scientific lines, and
doubtles« realised better than w» did that
wmore than a sanitavy lecture to a local
authority was called for.”

Tour

not think there has been any remiss-
» negligenee on the part of the Com-
oner, but I do not think the necessary
stance has been placed at his disposal
the  Government.  Coming to _later
developments, more thau a year after I laid
the matter before the department in writ-
ing, and many s after 1 first verbally
approached themn about it, Dr. Telford was
sent up. He addressed a meeting in the
infected locality in June last. I am reading
from the report of the meeting in the local
Pross—

‘An  unknown discase, resembling
typhoid fever, bhas afflicted the West
Plane Creck district for years, with fatal
ewults to many farmers. The Sarina
Shire Council, ably guided by their
medical officer of health, Dr., Stuart Kay,
have done their best with limited means
their disposal to discover the cause
of the discase, check infection, and
finally overcome it, but for want of suff-
cient bacterological data they have heen
unable to crown their efforts with suc-
coss,  The Public Health Department
nffered the couneil little encouragement
in their cfforts, stolidly maintaining the
disease was akin fo, if rot actually.
sphoid  ov  para-trphoid, and beyond
supplies of serum for inoculation
did nothing.”

Then we tind that Dr. Telford, the medical
wman =ent up by the depsriment, addressed
¢. and said—

fWith the object of investigating, as

@3 possible in the short time at l’ls

the sanitary conditions prevail-
at Woest Plane Creek, with a view
ro <he prevention of the so-called Sarina
ap West Plann Creek fever. The nows-

] h(.‘l u.l‘cd it Sarina or West

PUTDO;

wsal,

1t was a ffn" t])inrr to apply to the
zahq) because, first of all, there were

{ow Sarina  itself, and

v casex in Sa
cocondlv, as far as West Plane Creek
was  concerned.  whilst  certainly  the

nixjority of cases had occurred there, it
> not confined in Qu-ensland to West
Plane Cieek alone. The disease was
vidently fairly common in the Nort
arrmnd, he thought, Port Douglas, whet
Dr. Clark, the medical officer of health.
v ouoﬂ Tnfore the wavr about 1,483
s of glandulay fever. They ecould,
thevefore, v it wwas fairly prevalent,
and probably a great manv more cases

had occurred since The cases he
investi the Plane
district were about fifty-three in
sbor. but he evpeeted there were a
sreat many more he bad not been shle
hold of, but out of rhat number
were abott 18 ner cent. of deaths.

e, Swayne.]
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Of course, that was too few to secure
very much inforrmation on, but it was a

fairly high death vate. and higher than
they expected from any fever. except

plague and sovere fevers.
This genveman says that it is prevalent in
the whole of the North. and not confined to
my district, e goes &n to say that there
are probably three fevers—typhoid, para-
typhoid, and this mysterious illness to which
most of fthe mertality is attributable. In
speaking ahout the tary conditions, heo
3 that they are not overvthing they might
. be but that tbov }wv made greater advance
in thst direction in that district than in
many other placss in Queensland. In read-
ing through this speech one can see that
there is no fault or negligence on the part
of local residents in reg ard to sanitary con-
ditions.  The doector says that it is very
deubtful whether rthe discase can be attri-
buted to sanitary conditions at all, and that
due to some unknown causc. However,
am glad that an investigation

12 pm.| iz to take place.  The local
medical officer. Dr. Kay.
that ther had rveached the inter

stage that they were that day really startivg

to igate the Woest Plane Creck fever.
Thes cent oTi—

¢ The main point thak thev should take
was not to attempt to say it was so and so,
or that it was not so and so, bur co-
operate ?bsr)lu‘rol\' with the Hmh"l
Departinent and find out what it was

Although there had been a number of deaths
in rhat locality. and in other parts of the
North. it has been alowed to rvemain for
vears without anrthing being done. Dr. Kar
alto :’ud—

It might be a new discase. 1le could
not say it was this discaze or thar disease.
and the only way it conld be done was by
submitting specimens to the bacteriolo
awd helping him all they ecould. A« fav
as the clinical work, that was the work
at toe bedside, the doctors at Mackay
\\ould be only oo zlad to co-operate with

the (’f(uox()” st who was a~'ting‘ ol

bunh of the department.”
Dr. Kay continaed on those linos. The pro-
sident of the local shire council. Councillor
Nicholson, was thanked, and thanks were
also gl\en to the shire clerk for asristance
rendered in connection with the matter
and in placing the Plane Creek 1iill

Leboratory at the disposal of the bacteriolo-
gist, Although ste eps have been taken lately
to do ~omethmo I think that there has been
undue delay.

I should also like to refer +o an extrs-
ordinary utterance on the part of the Premier
while he was at Mac ‘kay. Hoe was there for a
little time last veur wh(‘n the matter was
bmunht before him, and this is what he said—

“He recogmscd the soriousness of the
matter if theve was a kind of endemic
(hSCile of which the medical fraternity
knew very little that was carrying off their
settlers. It was a serious situation, and a
very close pathological investigation
would diselose the origin. He would do
what he could to assist them in solving
the mystery if within the bounds of
practicability. He would take the matter
up with Mr, Eoluan Smith and sce what
could be done.”

1 would like to know how Mr.
comes into the matter.

[3r. Swayne.

Forgan Smith
Tt 15 in my electorate,
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an it the Premier wanted to talk to a
member of Pariiament apart from a medical
man, ha should talk to the member for the
district. especially as I had been enncerning
mysclf very much in the matter. It is only
natural that I should concern mysolf th it,
because 1 live in the locality, and when I
came to Brishane, I interviewed the thlth
Department time after time. I also tried

to the Premier in Brisbane, but he
refused to discuss the matter with me, refer-
ving me to the Home Secretary, and yet
he raid that he would have a talk with
the hon. member for Mackay about it.

AMr. GLEDS He wwas in Mackar at the
time,

Alr, SWAYNE: It is carrying politics to a

sy lovwe devel when a matter of uug,on‘r public

- concerning the health of a large
brought into polities, I do not
the Premier was ofraid of, bus

what

know
the people there formed their own cenclusions
when he refused to see the member for the

district, mor: especially as that member had
interested himself in the matter and had some
knowledze of it, so far as a layman is con-
cerned.  Yet he refused to see me. When {
came to Brisbane I asked the Premier to see
me, and he refused.

Mr., GLEDsox: You are
for Mackay,

Mr. SWAYNR '_‘ht Premicr refused to
gee the memboer for the district, because he
wanted to talk the mattu over with the hon.

not the member

mewber for Mackay. 1 fail to <ce how the
hon. member for Mackay comes into the
ratter at all. I am satisfied now that some-

thing is to be doune, but I regret the delay
that has taken place an the lives that ha\o
been sacrificed.  The question now avises,
who iz to stand the expens Is it all to be
thrown on the local authorit It has been
pointed out by meadical men that this diseaso
3¢ prevalent throughout the North as well as
in this particular centre. It iz really a
national question; and. sreing that it affects
the whole of the North and it is evidently
an uuknown dises it is not a fair thing to

a<k a few Jocal ratepayers to shoulder the
! of the expense. The cost should be

» by the whole community, and I ask the
Minister to make some pronouncement on the
subjeet,

The SECRETARY FOR MINLES (Hon.
A J. Jones, Paddington): 1 do not propose
to answer every argument as it is advanced.
The hon. member for Mirani has referred to
a form of fever which occurred in the dis-
triet which he represents. Dr. Moore visited
that district in 1917 because of a report
that was made to the department, and he
reported on the sanitary conditions of that

locality. Ile said they were very unfavour-
able and far from adequate. The hon.
member for Mirani quoted from a letter

from the clerk of the local shire council.
It was _a long letter, and endeavoured to
prove that the local auvthority is not guilty
m any way: but Dr. Moore, after his visit
there in 1917, reported that the sanitary
conditions were far from satisfactory. Yet
the local authority took no action for over
three years. They were told what to do
and were notified by the department. The

doctors interested in the hookworm cam-
pnign visited the district, and they found
that there was very little improvement.

Therefore the local authority in that dis-
tricr were somewhat negligent in their duty,
and were more guilty than the department.
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There was no delay on the part of the
department.  How could it be said that
there was any delay when this matter was
known as far back as 1617, when every cffort
was made by the Health Commissioner to
trace the cause of that particular form of
fover? Later on Dr. Telford was sent up.
The hon, member for Mirani said that Dr.
Telford’s visit was a hurried one, but he
was there a week. The scnior bacteriologist
Mr. H. E. Brown, was also sent up to investi-
gate on behalf of the department, and every
person in the West Plane Creek arca was
examined. His report is not vet available,
because there are a fow further laboratory
cxaminations to be made. I deny that there
has beenr any delav on the part of the Home
Secretary.  The hon. member for Miiani
was not the fivst to report this matter to the

department. He cannot put the blame on
to the department and relieve the local
authority from responsibility for their

inaction regarding sanitary matters,

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): 1 want to bring
before the Minister the unfortunate multi-
plicity of control of authorities in regard to
health matters. Theve is a great nuisance in
my clectorate,

The SecreTaRY rorR MiNcs: Where is 167

Mr. KERR: Breakfast Creek; and in
conjunction with Breskfast Creek there is
the woolscour and fellmongery. Owing to
the division of control that has existed for
a. number of years, every department in turn
has been approached to handle this nuisance.

Mr. GrLEDsox: The local authorities are
afraid to touch it.

Mr. KERR: That is just the trouble.
The local authorities have certain powers,
the Health Commissioner has certain powers,
and the Home Secretary has certain powers,
and among the lot absolutely nothing has
been done.

Mr. StoprorD: What do you suggest?

Mr. KERR: I would suggest that, in
order to get out of a difficulty, it should
b2 definitely laid down in the Health Act

Amendment Bill which 1s coming before
Parliament which authority shall handle
thiz and kindred questions affecting the

health of the community. In addition to
the other authorities mentioned by me, we
now have the Federal authorities entering
the arcna of public health. TLast year an
Order in Council was passed by the Federal
Government taking power to establish a
department dealing with the following
matters of health, although from what I
can make of the Cormomonwealth Constitu-
tion the Federal authorities are limited in
matters of health to quarantine:—

(1) Methods of preventing disease.

(2) Collestion of sanitary data and in-

vestigation of all factors affecting
health.

(3) Education of the public in health
matters.

(4) Generall¥ to inspire and co-ordinate
public health measures.

(5) Any other functions that may be
assigned to it.
We know that, with so many authorities

dealing with one matter, we are bound to
have overlapping. The Institute of Tropical
Diseases at Townsville is a Commonwealth
institution, and the Federal authorities also
oontrol the hookworm campaign, whilst the
local health department controls the plague

[31 Avacusrt.]
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campaign, If in matters of that kind we
have one authority dealing with one section
of health and another authority dealing with
another section, the result will be chaos in a
very short time.

The SECRETARY FOR
remeds ?

Mr. KERR: The remedy lies in keeping
all health matters in the hands of the State.
The State should not, under any cireum-
~tances, lose hold of the health of its own
people.  Queensland has the lowest infantile
wortality of any State in the Common-
wealth for children under one year, whilst
the general death ratée in Queensland is the
lowest in Australia, with the exception of
South Australia and Victoria, and compares
favourably with that of any other country
in the world, Notwithstanding the many
articles written about tropical Austraiia,
Queensland 1s conspicuously free from the
ravages of many tropical diseases, and we
{ind that the people of the State between
sixty and ninety years of uge live longer than
those elsewhere; so that Qucensland is one
of the healthiest places i the whole of the
world, and we should not permit any of our
functions in respect of public health to go
from us. We should hold what we have.

Now I want to deal with the complaint
aftecting my own «district upon which I
touched earlier—the Breakfast Creek nuisance.
Parliament has vested certain functions in
respect of health in local authorities, who
may make by-laws on the matter; but there
are sections in the Act giving the Commis-
sioner for Public Health power to override
the local authorities in cases of emergency.
The Minister has just acknowledged that
the Home Secretary in 1917 pointed out the
complaint veferred to by the hon. member
for Mirani.

Mr. Cornins: Why do your local authori-
ties not do their duty?

Mr. KERR: That is what I say. Why
does the Health Commissioner not compel
action on the part of the local authorities in
these things? He has power under the
Act. Why do not the Government compel
the local authorities to do what Is necessary
and clean up their dirty premises?

Afr. Guepsox: Where are the
premises ?

Mr. GREEN : Some of them are Government
buildings.

Mr. KERR: They are in my own elec-
torate, near the Breakfast Creck sewer. On
turning up the ‘° Queensland Statutes,”
volume iii., page 3595, I find that section 56
of the Rights in Water and Water Conserva-
tion and Utilization Act provides—

“Any person who—

(«) Throws or conveys, or causes Or
permits to be thrown or conveyed, any
rubbish. dirt, flth, or other noisome
thing, or causes the water of any sink,
<ewer. ot drain, or other filthy water
Lielonging to him or under his control
to ruil or be brought into any water-
course or lake:

1) Conveys or discharges, or causes
ar permits to be conveyed or dis-
charged into any watercourse, lake, or
artesian well, any sindge, mud, gravel,
ov  other matter likely to pollute,
~bstruct, or interfere with the same;

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
fifty pounds or to imprisonment for any
period not exceeding three months.”

Mr. Kerr.]

MixEs: What is the

dirty



1034

1 have mentioned four authoritiss whe have
already tackled or tried to tackle this nuis-
ance, which is taking the paint off the houscs

in the neighbourhood, oft the veranda rail-
ings. which 13 tn g the silverwave black,
and which is—:0 many restdent: —causing

S say

deatrhs in their familics, and in addition to
tho:zs four authorities. there iz also the
Farbour and Rivers Department. 1 have
sheaves of correspondence about the matter:
1 have attended meetings of progress asso-
ciations, but nothing done.  Section 8§
of the Health Act provides—

“Any person who, after the commence-
ment of this Act, establishes thin an
area, without the consent in writing of
the lecal authority, wny noxious or offein-
sive trade, business, or manufacture, shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty
pounds in respect of the establishment
thereof.

“Any person carrying on such a trade,
business, cr manufacture, so established
after the ccmmencement of this Act, after
notice by the local authority to discon-
rinue the same, shall be liable to a daily
penalty not exceeding forty shillings.”

That refers to the woolscour. People of
the district put the smell I have mentioned
down to that woolscour and contend that it
should be dealt with as a noxious trade; bug
none of the authorities secem to be able to
take any action. Some people say that the
nuisance is caused by dead animals in the
bed of the creeck. The creek is net affected
by the tide—it 1z still water. Other people
put the nuisance down to the stuff from the
tannery getting into the bark of the man-
grove and giving off a certain acid and so
causing a smell. Uther people say that it
is all these combined. Feople going in the
train to Sandgate can smell 1t, and ther
hold their noses. (Laughter.) 1 am not
exaggerating. I have smelt that obnoxious
smrell as far away as the Valley Corner, New-
market, and Wilston. ¥ have written to the
Commissioner for Public Health, and others
have written. I have written to the Home
Secretary and tried to explain that the
Government soem to be responsible because
of their laxity of control. I have hore a
memorandum issued from the offica of the
Commissioner of Public Health, on 8th June,
1803, in which it is stated—
“ By seckion 87 of the
Act of 1900) a local authority may from
time to time make by-laws with respect

to the following :—
(1) Defining localities in

(1) the avren
within  which noxious or offensive
trades, husinesses, or manufactures

may not be established or carried on.

(2) Licensing and regulating noxious
or offensive trades, businesses, or manu-
factures.”

Under the Health Act the Commissioner has
power to deal with the matter. The trouble
is that there Is not a definition of * noxious
trade ” in any Act, I would ask the

and I
Home Secretary, in the amending Health Biil
he proposes to bring forward this ssssion, to
include a definition of the term. There will
then be less trouble in dealing with this

nuisance. The Home Secreinry has in his
possession a report submitted by Mr. Gil-

christ, the ity Engineer, Mr. Handing, Con-
sulting Engineer Ilamilton Town Council,
Mr. Black, the Town Iingineer, Ithaca, and
Mr. 8, Robinion (Windsor)., Aftending the

[Mr. Herr.
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conference as advising cfficers were Mr. IHen-
derson, Government Analyst, Di. DMoove,
Comumnissicner of Public Health, LMr. Fison
of the Harbours and Rivers Department,
My, J. S8impson, Chief Inspector, Departinent
of Public Health, Mr. G. Cook, Engineer to
the Meiropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, and Mr. A. Morry, Dopartment’ of
Agriculture. One of the questions considered
was— " What is the cause of the pollution of
the creek? and this iz the corclusion to
which they came—

“The cause of the creck’s pollution
is the discharge into it of sewage and
trade wastes, but how much of the pollu-
tion each is relatively responsible for
canno! at present be answered. lbs
answer would require a knowledge of the
average total flow per twenty-four hours
of every drain or sewer entering the
creck, and also a knowledge of the
average chemical composition of such
drainage or scwage.

“The evidence shows, however. that
nuch sewage now enters the creek, and
that trade wastes are also responsible for
part of the pollution. As ordinary sewage
oxidises much more quickly than trade
wastes, the latter have, relatively fo
amount of discharge, a greater offect in
polluting the creek.

“ The nuisance has been aggravated by
the fact that these impuritics have been
emptying into a tortuous tidal creek as
much as fi miles from its discharge
into the Brisbane River. Owing to a
long series of dry seasons. there has been
very little cleansing of the creek by storm
waters for some considerable time. The
polluted waters have thus remained in
the creek simply moving up and down
with the tide, but not being discharged
into the river, converfing @ length of
the creek from about Bowen DBridge to
the woolscour dam into huge septi
tank.”

Soumething has to be done immediately; we
Lould not have to wait for years until the
sewerage system takes away the waste. It
is a danger to the health of the community,
and has been so for a considerable time. In
this report various measurcs were outlined by
which the Ilome Secrctary ocould afford
yelief. I endeavoured to get the loca]‘.auth‘o-
rities to take action. They took action in
reoard fo some particular filth qqnnected
with the wooclscour; but after 1}3\'1114{“ zone
to a lob of trouble, all that resulted was the
imposition by the court of a nominal fine of
a fow pounds, and the next day or so the
same trouble was in oxistence. This action
in no way dealt with the nuisance and odour.

The multiplicity of aunthorities is acting
detrimentally on the health of the com-
munity in "my electorate aund adjoining
electorates.

As showing that the platform of the
Nationalist party is a sound one in r savd
tn this question of health, provision 1 made
for the appointment of a Minister for Health.
1 do not suggest that there should be a new
appointment.  All the ‘-111)-510;)&1".‘!11@1%5Tcon«
nected with health come under the Home
Department, but the professional officers con-
hected with those sub-departments have to
make their reports to a lay Under Secretixry.
A\lv contention is that those reports should be
made to a professional man who sh(;u}ﬁd be
in charge of all the health matters of the
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ate. In nthm States they have a Divector
of Hoalth. the kind of report sub-
mitted by a pmf(\\\mnal nuan to the Under
\ﬂcrotmv Home Secrctars’s Department—
‘Enteric fever—On the 30th March,
1920‘ 1 found that euteric fover existed
at Amity Point. snd theugh the ploce
was not under my jurisdiction, it con-
stituted a dangnr to Dunwich, as there is
almost daily communication betwoen {he
two places; fmd in point of fact, three
cases oecurred in visitors from the former
to the latter place. T therefora telephoned
at once to the Public Health Departwent
for a supply of enti-typhoid vaceine.
which was promptly sent down.”

3

So it will be seen that eventually these officers
have to approach the Department of Public
Health. All these sub-departments should be
under the Commissioner of Public Health
I was disappointed, when I rcad Mr. Ston 5
report first that he had not made any recom-
monddimn after having inspected the Home
Sceretary’s office.  An oxcellent chance was
aflorded him there for effecting economy.
The time is opportune for co-ordinating the
work of those departments which are con-
aected with the health of the community.
Let us look at another report made by a
professicnal man to a layman in the Depart-
~ment of Public Instruetion
“The oral health education of the
community Is a =erious public health
question, and it is incumbent upon us
to encourage in every way possible any
well directed efforf ro give such know-
ledge wider publication. so as to bring
its bencfits wihthin practical reach of the
general public, and more particularly of
the rising generation of schcol children.”

when he introduces the
iTealth Act, will define
‘noxious trade.” T want

I hope the Minister,
Bill to amend the
what constitutes a

to ser something done with regard
[12.30 p.m.Jto that nuisance «t Breakfase
Creck There  should be no

further ill-health lx ause of the inacrivity of
Y‘U‘f* GOV(‘I‘UHI(‘HT. On a hot night the people
have to leave their verandas and go inside
and close the doors in order to get vway from
the smell.

My, GLEDSCN (Ipswich)y: This vote is one
of the most important we have to deal with,
T am very plessed 1o zee that the amount of
£6.000 is venewed this woar for expenses in
connection with the hookworm campaign. A
lot of people in Quecnsland have an idew that
the body carrying on that campaign iz not

doing the work that it siz()l\]:l be doing, auwd
some  other peeple  have  some vt of
antipathy towards doing anzthing to as
in thai campaign. It is neccssary that ev

assistance should be given to those engaged
in the work to enable them to bring the
campaign to a suceessful issue in Quesnsland,
The hookworm has got a very big hold in
some districts, particulariv the mining dis
tricts, where 70 per cent. to 80 per cont. of
the men working in the mines were saffering

from hookworm. These moen did t know
until the members of th'\ campaign committee
went  round. collected  data, obtained
analyses, and along their report, that
they were suffering from hookworm. The

has been
cont, of

treatiment adopted by the poonle

responsible for wiping out 50 per
the casez. Hookworm is not confined to North
Queenzland, as was at one time supposed.

bu{ i+ also found in Sauthern Quernsland.
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I am swprised at the attitnde adopted by
hon, members opposite to-day. At eone time
t tdl that the Government interfered too
wuch with the people, but to-day we are told
by the hon, member for Airani and the hon,
member for Inoegera thatr the Government
t
t

hoy sy

nt

d interfere and tell the loesl authorities
t they are not doing their work in econnce-
v with health matters. The hon. member
Froggera said that one plank of the
st party platform is the appointinent
of o Alinister for Health, He also said that
the Jewal authovities shonld be taken from the
control of the Minister controlling health
tmatters and should be pmced uuder the
Department of Public Waorks,  All they would
then deal with would be roadmaking, and
they would not deal at all with health
atters,

Mr. Kerr: I did not say that.

Mr. GLEDSON: I do not know what th:
hon, member ssid if he did wot say that.

A, KERn: The hon. mewmber has twisted
himself round. He is always doing that.

Ay, GLEDSON: No. If  the local
aufhmih'os are placed under the Department
of Public Works, how can that department
deal ith  health matters? flxe local
authorities would not be able to deal with
health matters at all.

My, Kerr: Does the Lon. gentk‘non think
that the prisous should be placed under the
control of the Attorney-General?

Mr. GLEDSON: No. The Attorney-
(x(‘nmal deals with the adwinistration of
justico.  The local authorities throughous
Queersland lm ¢ full power to contrnl health
marters. and }mvo power to deal with any-
thing that arises in their respective districts.
The hon. member for Xirani said that the
Government did not do its dur* by allowing
+ cortain disease to continue in his eloctorate.
Thn Minister in (hdl"(‘ of the Estimates told
him that in 1917 when the Commissioner of
Tiealth visited that district he pointed out to
the local authority what was required to clean
up the distriet, but the local authority refused
o carry out his advice. Why did not the
hon, wnember veport the loca! authority to the
Government ¥

My, KERR:

@

hos
ha
01
for
Nationa

= ¢

What is the good of roporting

to this verpment? T have reported the
Bicakisst Creek matter a dozen times,
Mr. GLEDSON: Whr did not the hon.

Miraui report that the recom-
¢ not carried out? The
2 eould recommend that the
1 dthﬂf\ should take certain aclion.
if they did not do that, he could invoke
© powers of the State, which is a rather
ioge matter. No Government department
to interfere with the duties and respon-
-5 of another dmmrtme'ﬂ Tach local
aut hourv has its own medical officer, and
it was the dutv of the modxml officer of the
local authority in the electorate veferred to
by the hon. miember for Mirani to sce thet
the incal authority kopt the district clean

d free from discase.  The Lon. member
for Fuoggera said that the Government did

member for
e nd n'o'la

not do ifs duty with regard to the Break-
fast Creck matter. Dos« fhe hou. momber

the Government to gazette the mem-
Bors of that loeal authority out of office and
put in men who will carry out their duty
and cleen up the place? 1low can the

ttev if men avs
who will nnk

Fledson.]

nent deal with this
to the locsl authority

Gove
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deal with it? The local authority had full
power to deal with the matter, yet the hon.
member complains about the mactn‘ltv of
the eaith Department. He said that the
Harbours and Rivers Departmment was an
authority on health matters. I do not know
where he gets that authority from.

Mr, Kerr: It is according to the Aect.

Mr. Kixg: The hon. member for Ipswich
does not know anything about it.

Mr, GLEDSOXN : Perhaps the hon. member
for Logan can tell us something about it.
Perhaps the hon. member will also rell us
whether steps should be taken to gazette
out of cffice the local authorities which fail
to carry out their duty in cleaning up some
of the <lums in Brisbane.

Mr. Kerr: 1 did not suggest anything of
the kind. ‘'That is another twist.

My, GLEDSON : What else does the hon.
member  want  the Government to do?
While the hon, member for Enoggera was
speaking the hon. member for Townsville
interjected. * Why den’ts the Government
clean up their own buildings?”

Mryr. GrzeN: Quitc true, too,
open that question or
something.

Mr. GLEDSON: If the hon. member for
Townsville or any other member of this
House knows of anything that is causing
damage to the health of the people of this
State, then he has a vight to bring it up in
this Chamber, and to point out the remedy.
The hon. raember for Townsville is mayor
of Townsville, and, if he sees anything going
wrong in any Government building in Towns-

Don’t you
else T will give vou

ville, it is his duty to sce that it is cleaned up.
Mr. GreeN: That duty has been fulfilled.
Mr. GLEDSON: To try and throw the

vesponsibility on the Government because a
place is not clean is not the correct thing
to do, because local authorities have full
power to deal with these matters, and if
they do not deal with them it is the fault
of the people for clecting men to the local
authorities who will not attend to these
duties.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor):
to the hon. member for Enoggera I am not
sorry that there has been a redistribution
of scats and that the particular area he
referred to has been taken out of my clec-
torate. There 1s a considerable amount ot
truth in what the hon. member said in
vegard to the nuwisance at Breakfast Creek
and to the divided authority in that connec-
tion. The very best legal opinion was taken
by the local aufhontlm concerned as to what
powers they had, how far they could go, and
what they could do. When a local authouty
gets the best opinion of counsel and 3t is
wdvised that it cannot do a certain thing,
then the local authority iz bound to follow
out that advice; and if it iz not preparved
to follow out that advice, as was pointed out
iu  connection with the Breakfast Creek
trouble. the possibilities are that it ~would
be muleted In costs probably runuing into
many thousands of pounds. The scour was
in one local authority area: the Harbours
and Rivers Department claim to have con-
irol of Breakfast Creek; and the Enoggera
Council, the Windsor Council, and the
Health Department were also interested in
the matter, What was done? No one did
anything at all.  The position is exactly the
same to-dayv. No onc knows who is the

[Mr. Gledson.

After listening
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responsible authority, and no one knows
who has the power to do anything at all in
cennection with the nuisance. At the pre-
sent time the nuisance is not as bad as it
has been,

The question of dealing with noxious trades
is a diffienlt one. We must have noxious
trades, but it does not follow that, because
noxious trades are carried on in a particular
area, they are unhealthy to the residents in
that area. They may be unpleasant, and
the stench coming from some of these works
maxy be OF a very obnoxigus character. You
have only to go down Edward street to the
hide and skin stores to ascertain that fact.
Some of us would not like to remain there
long, but the men working in those

s, so long az they observe the ordinary
rules of cleanliness, ave just about as healthv
as other members of the community. 1ndeed
they got fat on it. It is absolutely neces-
sary that there should be an abundant
supply of water whete tannerics and wool-
scours operate.  You cannot find such a
qupplv of water in every arca. and our
experience has been that quite a number
of what are called noxious trades have been

focated outside the city boundaries. Take
Kedron, for example, In that arca, some
5 or 6 miles outside the city arca, we find

quite a number of tanneries and Woolscouls
People have gone and bhuilt their houses in
that locality, knowing at the time that these
industries were operating in the district, I
have in my mind one of the largest tanneries
in the Kedron area, where the proprietor
has the tannery on one side of his house and
the cemetery on the other; yet he is one
of the healthiest men I know, and the mem-
bers of his family are also very healthy.

Some solution of the Breakfast Creek
nuisance should b» found. it is unfortunate
that Breakfast Creek is in the condition it is
at the present time. It should be a beautiful
creek : but no one seems to have any authority
or interest in it, and at the present time 1t
is practically a sewer. The tide comes up
a certain distance, which cleans it out; and,
if it were not for that, there would b: a -
lot of ill-health in that arca. XTvidence was
supplied by the deputation that waited on
the IHome Secretary—of which I was a memn-
ber—during the time that trouble was at its

height. PGOpIe brought along silverware from
their houses which “had turned black, and
others brought along boards from newly-

painted houses and fences showing that the
paint had peeled off; but, owing to the
divided authority and th- probablhtv of a
fawsuit running into thousands of pounds,
nothing was done in the matter. The chief
essential to gu)(l health is cleanliness, and
it is marvellous heve in Queensland—I suppose
we are not peculiar in that resp ct—what a
lot of drumming and teaching the people have
forced upon them in order to preserve clean-
lin in connection with their backyards and
surroundings. It should not be necessary to
have health inspectors going round telling
people to keep thmr premises and bad\xard%
rlcmw The people ought to have sufficient
common sense and suffcient intelligence to
koep their premises in a fit and cleanly state
without being told.

For the past two or three vears I have
Irought up the matter of the uncleanly and
infernal condition of the conveniendes at
most of our scaside revorts during the holiday
seazon. 1 do not know whether the Health
Commissioner has done anything in the.
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sther the Home Secre-
tary has taken any steps to rectify matters.
They are a disgrace; and if the local
authorities are to blame the Health Depart-
ment ought to make them alter the condition
of affairs. There has certainly been a great
improvement In recent years, but the con-
veniences for the people at most of our
seaside resorts during the holiday season are
a disgrace to the tocal authoritics and to
the Iiealth Department as well. The Heslth
Deparunent should insist on decent accommo-
danml being provided.  We do not want
m“mlo m\atorios provided, like we have in

matter or not, or wh

utary buildings, where we are sur-
with all kinds of conveniences for

TixsTaNLEy @ They were not always

provid
Alr. TAYLOR:
is surely required at scaside
tll(}}l~3h({ of people congregate
holiday s0n.

If it 1s necqzsary heve, it
resorts, where
during the

With regard to the conveniences at show-
erounds and at public-houses in country towns,
T think the conveniences at wmost of those
plaves want a fivestick putting to them. as
they are a disgrace. These are matters which
dercrve the consideration of both she 1lealth
Department and the local authorities.

I do not know whether anything has been
done in regard to another matter which £
have brought up 1 with
regard to bathing accommodation being pro-
vided on the wharves. Men who work on
wharves, especially in summer time and when
w orl\mq at night, should have shower baths
provided for their convenience. It is not

ccessary to provide towels or soap, as a man
can wipe himself with a pocket handkerchief
or a pair of socks—(laughter); but I think
it should be made compulsory to provide the
shower baths so that a man can go home in a
cleanly state. We know that cleanliness is
essential to good health. I do mot see why
local bodies, especially in large citics, should
not provide frec public shower baths In
surmminer tim-.

The STcRETARY FOR Mines: The sanitary
conditions at the seaside resorts are now very
much improved owing to the action of the
Health Departm-nt.,  Your remarks have
borne fluit.

Mr. TAYLOR : T am very glad to hear that,
and hop“ that the improvement will continue,

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 think that
T am voicing the sentiments of hon. members
on this side when I say that we vers much
regret the absence of our frlend the Home
Secrots (I¥car, hear!) Irrespective of
solitics, the hon. gentleman is a man whom
wo all respect, and one who is enthusiastic in
the work of his depuartment. I have had about
fifteen vears’ expericence in local authority
work, and iy association with tho ome
Department has always been of a very
pleasant nature. The department is te he
atulated upon having the sorviess of
such excellent officers. The Under Secretary,
Mr. Gall, is a man who will go a great deal
cut of his way to assist everyone. My,
Chuter—whom I desire to congratulate upon
having attained the position of Assistant
Under Secretary—is very enthusiastic in his
work, and o alio ave Mr. Robinson and Mr.
Mackay, the accountant, and other members
of the staff. They are an excellent bodr o
officials and do all they possibly can to facili-
tate the work of the department. I must

1922—3 v
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not forget to mention the Commissioner for
Public ITealth, with whom. as a local govern-
ment man, I have come into contact with «

great deal. .
‘An Hoxourasre Memper: Don't forget
Tom.”

Me. MANXWELL: I do
Mulcahy, who has to use
and diplomacy.

Mr. Kixe: He is 1

Mr. MAXWELI
he is like the brook.

not forget Mau.
a great deal of tact

> the brook.

3 the hon. member says,
h and goes on for ever.
There a mattcr which 1 want to refer to
which arose in my first year of mayvoral work
it Brisbane. [ am sor l} the hon. member for
Ipswich did not nwaks himscif conversant
with the subjoet he was dealing with before
he started to tell hon. members on this side
\\nar rue funcuonx of local authority men are.
ed the desirability of cleaning
up a numbm oE slums in the Brisbane city
aves. I want to tell the hon. member that 1t
1s not Lommmol that there arve any greater
authorities on siums than our much 1'05])ocred.
friend, the late Mr. Fitzgerald, who was
Minister for Publie Iealth in New South
Wales, and Mr. Taylor. both of whom took a
vory prominent part in the town-planning
movement. Both of these gentlemen said
that, as Brisbane has been built, it is an
impossibility for slums to exist in the city.
The hon. member for Ipswich not only brings
a charge against the Health Department. but
says that the department has not done its work
properly in allowing such a condition of
affairs—which he =aid existed, but which does
not exist—within the four corners of the city
of Brisbane. T refer particularly to slum
arcas. It was my privilege—and it was a most
objeetionable experience—to be connected with:

the Breakfast Creek nuisance during my
occupancy of the mayoral chair. We haxc
been told by some hon. members that what is

everybody’s busincss is nobody’s business, and
that the Tocal autharitios should attend to this
matter. I say that it is not the duty of the
local authorities to deal with the matter; it
is the work of the Government.

Mr., Forey: What about the question of
compensation ?

Mr. MAXWELL: The question of com-
pensation surely should not take priovity
to’ the health of the people. The local

authorities, not only amongst the

[2 p.m.] citizens generally. but even In

our council chambers, seem to
be the chopping-block for evervbody., My
association with members of local authorities
ha: led me to helieve that they are an
honourable body of men with the aim and
object of Jdoing the best they can for the

community. 1 swas associated with local
authorities for filteen years. and although
T have severed mx connection with them

hecause T kave taken uap another sphere of
activity, T must say that it was never my
lot to mecei a move honourable bedy of
men, or men more sincerely  desirous  of
doing the best they could for the community
geperallv.  (Fear, hear!) It was during
my oceupaney of the mavoral chair in Bris-
hance thet the Breakfasi Creek nuisance came
under my observation. I have taken a fairly
prominent part in  conncction wiih that
trouble, and it is only fair that I should
tot the Committee know what attitude was
taken up b the local authority with which
1 was associated. I can cndorse everything
that the hon. member for Enoggera has

Mr. Maxwell.]
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remark
houses.

id exeept with reference to his
that the paint was coming off the
T do not know anything about that.

Mr. Keur: I have seen it.

Mr. MAXWELL: T am not questioning
the hon., member’s statement. I have seen
silver and electro-plated nickel silver articles
which beeame quite black from the fumes
that came from Broakfast Creek. The
question was raised that the local authori-
ties  should vrefrain from draining their
» into the creek. That was trying
to throw the blume for the whole of the
trouble on to the local authorities. The
trouble mever came into existence until the
wool-scour appearced.  The local authorities
interested were naturally very much per-
turbed over the inconvenience and nuisance
suffered by the people. I was approached by
deputations, who desired to know what
we were golng te do as a local authority.
The position that the Brisbane City Council
wus placed 1n at that time was that it had
no power, because the nuisance was outside
the city arca, although the people interested
in the Brisbane Council, and represented by

BORE

them, were suffering from this nuisance.
Complaints were very rife all round the
area. It is only necessary for any gentle-

man to stand on one of the baleonies of the
Brisbane Hospital, and I am sure he will
find that the fumes cirry that far. (Hear,
hear!) I know that on Bowen Hills it is
almost an impossibility to stand there with-
ouf noticing the fumes. T suggested that it
would be better for the individual who is
veceiving the ill-effects of this infernal
nuisance—because it is an infernal nuisance
—to take action and get a local authority
like the Brisbane City Council behind him.
My colleague% on the counecil on that oceca-
sion were Interested in the advocacy of
beiter hmlth for the community, and they
were all behind e in the matter. They
said that, if there was anything that the
couneil could do to remedy the trouble, it
\souh be done.  The unfortunate part of
the business is that the Ithaca Council gave
a permit to these people to establish their
works in that area. But notwithstanding
that they mav give power to any man or
company to do certain things, they cannot
;_ri\o them any power over the water, because
art 11, of the Rights in Water and Water
((,mu ation and Utilization Act vests all
vights in natural water in the Crown., Scec-
fion 5 reads—
“The right to the use and fHow and
to the control of the water at any time
11

{«) Any watercourse; and
(h) Any lake; and
(¢) Any spring, artesian well,
subterranean source of supplv;
shall vest in the Crown.
Now we have to find what a w atercomn is.
It is defined in the samc Act as—

“ A river, stream, or creek in which
water flows in a natural channel, whether
perennially or intermittently.”

8o that the creek does not belong to the
local authority. So long a3 people drain
ints the creek they cxc(\te a nuisance, and
the Crown are the people who should prose-
care, because they control the stream: and
the proper authority %o prosecute for the
Crown is the Treasurer. When I occupied
the position of mayor I discussed the matter
with some of the heads of the Marine De-
partment, who were very kean upon having

[Mr. Maxwell.

and
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the nuisance removed. 1 do nob knew what
happened. bur =omething rmusi have hap-
pened, bocause those officors yrealised that the
nuizance existed. and that ‘they had control
over the stream, and still the nuise
on. 1 know that sometimes thi
about Dd")‘h_ ni=n by way of =firri
t0 replr,
W. Coorer:
My, M

are s
r them up

It has had that cficet.
XWIELL: That may be so, but
I vepear thet my association of fifteen years
with the men I kave moentioned shows me
that their sole alm and object was. not to
do something for themselves, but ‘for the
people ties yeprmonted: and so long as I
are in this House T will allow no member
to ¢ast a siur on the honour of the eity
council. There is somcthing serious behind
it: there is asme rvespomsibility for this
matter. To whom must we look to have
this nuisance removed? 1f. & some hon.
members think, the responsibility rests with
vhe lecal authorities. then by all means com-
pel them to have it rvemoved: but under
the statutes, as 1 have read out. the power
rests entirely with the Crown.

The SBrererary ror Mives: You always
have similar trouble where there is divided
authorisy,

Mr, MANWELL:

I quite agree. I want
to say that in this matter I recclved the
greatest cvopouriou from Dr. Moore and
the oﬂ“um ot the Home Secretary’s Depart-
meut.  They realised the difficulty that
existed, A big deputation waited upon the
Home Secretary and pointed out the il
effects.  Arvticles of silver and plated ware
were taken to show him exactly the condi-
tlons ol)mmmo 1 want to impress upon the
Commissioncr of Public Health the desira-
bility of muking some inquiry. To hon.
members I would sav that it is verv bad
form: to attempt to ihrmv any odium’ upon
a body of useful citirens who are called
“the great unpaid.” who are doing wonder-
ful work and ave assisting the Government
in advancing the best interests of this com-

The remarks made in connection
wpections in a poitien of the city
as a SllUU 3

k a slight on the
Dﬂpmfmon‘ of Public Health. I say that
those slum conditions did not exist. If they
had, th> Home Donmrmont—whwh is quite
alive ta the work of the local authorities in
rogard to the health of the community—
would have seen that the local authority
were neglecting their work, and would have
had the work done at the expense of that
focal authority.

I want to bring befare the notice of the
Parliamentary Buildings Committee the ques-
tion of the stworage of this building. I am
led to believe that we have a water closet
system 1n one portion connected with a septic
tank: but in another portion of the build-
ing the <ewage is run into the Brishane
I(i\m My contontion is that lawmakers
should not be lawbreakers If we are
vous of creating a hmltn*’ environment,

¢ ought to he in a position to say that we
have not anyihing with which anybody could
find fault. If this condition does obtain—
and T believe that it docs—it is the duly of
this Parliament to sce that the Parliamen-
tary  Buildings Committee gets to work
immediately and has the nui%ance removed.

Mr. GREEN (Townswille): I think we all
reeognise that the health of the community is
of national importance. I sincerely regret
that we have not the report of the Commis-
sioner of Public Tlealth before us whilst we
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are dealing with the guestion of the healtn
of the community. I desive to make it very
plain that 1 consider the health of the cotn-
munity should rest, to a large extent, with
the local authority, having the Department
of Public Health to guldo them 1 the carry-
ing out of their work. As a member of a
local authority, 1 do not 3 sh to shirk my
duty or 1esponaxb1htv in connection with the
maintaining of the health of that portion of
the community. 1 think it behoves every
local authority to act as closely as it possibly
can in co-operation with the Department ot
Public IIcalth. I do not think anvthing is
gained in criticising the Department of
Public Health or the local authorities in
connection with any differcnce that might
have arisen between them.

HoxovraRLE MEMBERS conversing in
‘tones,

The CITAIRMAN : Ovder! Might I again
appeal to hon. members to conduct their con-
sations in a lower tome. [t (ut%inlv is
disconcerting to the speaker. I appeal again
on behalf of the ““ Hansard ” staff, who now
are doing a double shift. I think that hon.
members ought to assist the  ITlansard 7 staff
and the Press generally by conversing in low
tones.

HoxourasLe Memeers: Heav, hear!

Mr. GREEN: Any differences that have
occurred have been due largely to want of
co-operation between the various departments
of *he State in conncction with any matter
brought before them by the local authorities.
We had a report made by health m::poctor\
vegarding a certain public nuisance. I do
not wish to comment upen that. The Ilealth
Department scknowledged it, and, I believe.
sent on the report to the Department of
Public Works. We must recognise that health
matrers should be dealt with promptly. In
connection with this matter the department
concerned  sent it on to the depariment
interested, and that department submitted it
to the Depurtment of Public Works, which
department sent it to their foreman of works
in Townsville for veport, There was a serious
delay. but it was no fault of the Health
Department. I think it was because the
Hvdlth Department has no authority to order

loud

that the work be done, and it had to go
through the various dopmtmenh before
finality could be reached.

IIen. W. Foreax Swirm: The hon. gentle-

man is talking about certain 1"oc'ul<1t1m1~ in
counection with the alteration of certain con-
veniences to cope with the hookworn.

Mr. GREEN: I am referring to certain
sanifary matters that had to be attended to.

& W. IForaan Swyrrzm: That was done
sum shtaway,

Hr. GREEN There was a delav of four
or five months. When it is a matter affect-
ing the health of the community, the Health
Department should have power to authorize
the work to be carried out.

Hon. W. FoRgaN SwirTh :
partment has that authority.
class of work has to be done,
passed bearing on the matter,
has to be done.

Mr. GREEN: The matter has to go
various depsmrtments.

Hon, W. Foreaw Smird: The work cannot
be done by waving a magic wand.

Mr. GREEN: Some individuals expect the
loeal authorities and the citizens to do the

The Health De-
When a certain
r«‘guimlorh are
and the work

through
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their haids and

Wi ll\ L)\ e wav IH"
expecting it to be done. The local authori-
ties do not know where they stand in con-
reetion with septic tanks.  Practically anvone
an come along and say what he has is a
septic tank.

Hon. W. Foreax Sarir: 1lalf of fhem are
ounly glorificd sumps; theve is nothing septic
about them at all. It would be just as well
to have the old cesspit systeni.

Mr. GREEN: Many of them
glorified sumps, as the Minister states. and
tliey are a great menace to the health of
the community. The Ilealth Department
should define what should constitute a septic
convenience, so that the local authorities
would know exactly where they stand in
connection with the matter. The local
authorities, particularly in the important
centres, should realise their responsibilities
and duties to the whole community, and
should worle hand in hand with the Health
Department to maintain that high standard
of health which should exist in Queensland.
=0 that there will be low infantile and aduls
mortality. I am sorry that we have not
hefore us the report of the Commissioner
for Public IIcalth.

One of the most dangerous discases which
this State and Australia is concerned with is
venereal disease, and unfortunatelv there is
a large amount of mock modesty 1 connce-
tion with it.

HoNourazLE MEMBERS :

are onlv

Hear, hear!

Mr. GREEN: As soon as our public men:
and those leading us in religious thought
realise their responsibilities i connection.
with this important matter the better it will
¢ for the whole of the community. Although
we cannot vely entirely upon figures, I am
sorry that we do not know the exact position
in regard to this disease in Queensland at
the present time. We know that the Ilealth
Department has 1ssued certain regulations in
an endeavour to deal with the matter. [
believe that the medical mien and the phav-
maccutical chemists of the State in the vast
majority of cases have loyally co-operated
with the Health Department in carrying out
these regulations. 1 have pointed ocut before
the absurdity of the whole position. You
bind down medical men and you bind down
pharmaceutical chemists, yet  zou allow
unscrupulous persons outside this State te
advertisc in the local newspapers snd the
Federal authoritics carry parcels through
the post. The consequence is that any indi-
vidua! can get medicine for their own treat-
ment in connection with this scourge. We
have spent a ol of time in discussing the
ravages of prickly-pear in the State, and we
vealise that that is a great cursc; but here
wo have a greater curse—a menace to the
whole ¢ommunity—and I feel the whole of
the community will support any boxornmem
in any stringent measures that they may take
to prevent the spread of veuereal dizease and
to cvercome its ravages rages that, unfor-
tunately, are not only manifest in the dircet
sufferer at the time, but are manifested years
‘J,ftmw(uds, in the chlldren who are afflicted
by blindness, crippling, and other ill-effects.
I “feel surc that T am doing my duty in speak-
ing on this matter, and I trust that the
Health Department "will endeavour to carry
on the good work they have undertaken, and
that the Home Department will not spare any
expense, and that they will strive to stir up
public opinion regarding this matter, so that

Mr. Green.)
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we may do our best to wipe out the scourge
so far as Queensland is concerncd.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): A very
regrettable thing occurred to me while the
hon. member for Townsville was speaking,
and that s the hypocrisy of the early legis.
jators of Queensland. Ifad vencreal diseasc
been atracked when first it became apparent
in Australia, in a State like Queensiand there
would have been no troubie. Listen to this,
which appeare in the Indecent Advertise.
ments Act of 1892—in 1252 there was no
Labour Goverpment in power. Section 6 of
that Act reads—

" Any advertisements velating to syph-
ilis, gonorrheea, nervous debility, or other
complaint oy infirmity avising from or
relating to sexual infercourse or sexual
abuse shall be deemed to be printed or
written matter of an indecent nature
within the meaning of this Act.

The Government were committing an offence
under that Act every rtime they published
notifications in regard to the matter. Just
fancy that bBeing on the statute-book of
Queenslard |

Mr. Kerr: Why make it a party matter?

My, BRENNAN: It wants to be made a
party matter. It is about time this Govern-
ment, or any other Government, fearle
tock charge of such an important matter to
the community as venereal disease, I appre-
ciate the remarks of the hon. member for
Townsville. A number of these alleged sancii-
monious people outside, who would not think
of discussing the question, probably arec
carrying the disease about with them. It

is about time we attacked this matter
properly.
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton): Some

time has been devoted to a discussion of this
vote, and there can be no two opinions but
that it is one of the most fmportant votes
wo have to deal with, for the simple reason,
as someone has said. that whatever injures
health injures wealth, and whatever injures
wealth injures the Commonwealth, and what-
ever injures the Commonwealth should be
put a stop to. It appears to me, after listen-
ing to the various speeches made by hon.
members on the other :ide. that there is a
desive more to score a point against the
Government than to improve the health of
the people.  One hon. member opposite inter-
jected a moment ago.  Why make it a
party guestion?’’ Tt has been made a party
question right from the very first «peech on
the vote.

3r. Moraax: No.

My, WINSTANLEY: The hon. member
for Mirani distinctly ade an  attack on
the Government, and tried to prove them
auilty of neglect.  The hon. member stated
that the Governmient ave neglceting their
duty of lookinz after the hcalth of the
reople. The health of the people is certainls
above party politics.  If myv memory serves
me avight. same vears a there was an
epidemic in the hon. member's clestorate.
but the local anthori refused to take any
action and the Govermuent stepped in and
did the work. Then the hon. member came
to this House and condemued the Government
up hill and «<own dals beeause the local
authority had to pav for the wor There is
the diffienlts. Tt ix gll very well to sav
that the ITealth Devaviment should have
authority to say that the work must be done:
but. when it says thar the work has to be

[Mr. Brennan.
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done, the question arises as to who i« going
to pay for it. The local authorities ave
quite willing for the Health Department
to clean up their backyards, but thev do
not want to pay the cost of the work them-
selves It is well known that over and over
again the ITome Secretary has had to rake
the stand that a certain work had to be done.
Juite recently the local authorities in the
metropolitan area tried to get out of work
vhich the Health Departmoent and the Howme
Department said should be done, and they
had to be forced to do it. The hon. member
for Tinoggera caid that noxious trades ought
to be clearly defined. The hon. member for
Windsor took the opposite view. and con-
may
is an
evil-smelling trade, or because it i disagree-
able to the nasal organs, is not noxious. The
hon. member for ¥noggera and the hon,
wember for Windsor cannot agree as to the
definition of “‘noxious” trade. There is
quite a number of things which are disagrvee-
able, wvel they may not Dbe injurious to
health. T am not saying that the smell from
Brealfasi Creek is not objectionable or
noxious; but Breakfast Creek is not the only
evil-smelling  creck around Brisbane, and
there are 1o noxious trades being carried
on on their banks.

My, Kerr: Where? )

Mr. WINSTANILEY : There is one on the
Fast side of the ecitv—Kingfisher Creek.

My, Kurg: That was fixed up long ago.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It has not been
fixed up. The martter not so simple as
the hon. member is inclined to think. It

is well known that quite a number of creck
about Brisbane need to have something done-
to them; but there is divided authority prac-
tically all round  DBrisbane. It has been
shown that it is not in the power of one
focal authority to deal with the Breakfast
Creek question:; there ave half a «dozen
authorities which have a say in the matter,
and. as has been pointed out, what is every-
body’s Dbusiness iz nobody’s business. The
hon. member for Enoggera thinks that medi-
cal men should have complete control, and
that nobodx clse should have any say what-
ever.  Ife wants medical men practically put
in the position of autocrats. I am not In
favour of putting anroue in the position of
an autocrat and allowing no one else fo have

1y, Sometimes medical men cannot agree,
»d who going to decide when doctors
diragree? Sometimes a layman possessed of
common sense has to be brought in to decide
a question when scientists cannot decide if.
I remember hearing a judge on the Supreme
Court bench here saving that there were
two views of the question before him-—one
the legal view and the other the common-
sense view., Somefimes peonle stick to the
loral view to the exclusion of the common-
sense side of the question, and T am inclinel
i think that in many instances local authoryi-
ties are in the same position. While the
hon. member for Fnoggera may think that
overvthing in commection with health should
he concentrated in one channel, T think it
would not work out as bheneficially as he
claims. Sometimes we find medical authori-
ties exercise control withont regard to anw
other point of view than their own., Tlere
is an illustration. T went up the coast in
a boat. and, when we arrived at Flat Top
the yellow flag was flving. The medical
officer said that one of the stewards had
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and could nor
and the medical officer thought
wus g suspicicus caze of illness. That was
sfore 7 o'clock in the morning. e lefs
the hoat and came back at mud-
night. ard when he came back
he found the pduont dressed,
portmantean pocked and ail readv
iTe «id not know what the
Hiness =ar, and he did not
dievnose it as plague.  The man was all
ready to go down the gangway when the
doctor sent him back ro his cabin, =nd made
hiim take his clothes off and have a hot bath.
ile then got futs his pyjaznas and the ambu-
lanie bearers came and carvried him oft the
lioat on a stretcher on to the tender. The
staamor was put in quarantine. and the whole
of the passcigers were quarantined.  Some
of the passengers were makmﬂ hurried visits
wth before Christmas, but they were all
pur into quarantine at ‘Townsville, where a
lot of ceremony was gone through. The
health authoritics have complets control of
the quarantine, and rightly so. Eventually
the passengers were allowed out on parole.

AMr. WELLINGTON : You were on that boat,
were vou not?

”;wtml that he was =ick
.o his work,
i

1,
!

12.20 pom.)

with his
to go azhore
cause olb  his

My, WINSTANLEY: Of course, I was.
{Laughter.) My wife was also on board.
Sooner than take the risk of letting the

patient go, when perhaps he would deve\lop
plague, the doctor quarantined the whole

ship. Nobody believed the man h'xd plague,
bhecause he did not have any of the symp-
toms; but it goes to show what does take

place when ])oon]o are placed in the position
that they have unhmlrod authority. It goes
to show that there ix a limit to which power
should be placed in the hands of some of
these people.  There is no doubt that the
health of the people should be supreme.

>

It is not such an easy matter to find out
these  things as  the hon. member for
Inoggera seems to think. In spite of his

figures, it is well known to everybody that
our death rate 1s the lowest in the world.
In North Queensland. which is supposed to
be a less hel]thv place than the South, the
people, in spite of lack of all the con-
veniences of life. are verr healthy. We
know, in fact, that the health conditions
there arve superior to what thev are down
here.  Some  things which ave generally
regarded as disadvantages are veally an
advantage. The hot sun in North Queens-
land is really a disinfectant. When things
are open to the sunlight and daylight they
are less injurious than when they are
ecvered up.  There is such a thing as
pestilence stalking in the darkness, It is a
well-knosn fact that in many North Quecns-
land towns the death rate is lower and the
birth rate higher than in the Southern
towns.

Mr. Krrr:
their doors

My constituents have to close
and live in dark rooms.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : It is a well-known
fact that some people are too carcless to
study their own health and welfare, and in
that case they should be made to do it. In
these matters the Jocal authorities do not
use the power they have now, for the reason
that it sometimes mecans expense. They do
not like to spend an extra pound but
that is only a penny wise and pound foolish
policy. and it often means that they
eventually have to incur considerably more
expense, If the local authorities exercised
the power they have now got in the direction

(31 Aveusr.] Sugpdy.
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health of the people, 16
would be wmueh betrer We know that
typhoid fever hasx been lerking for years
in many towns, and the Health Departmens
have had to root it out and make the sani-
tary conditions better.  They have had to
fmu\ the peopls to adopt a briter system
of sanitation. 1f.the local auvthorities did
that, ther would supply more healthy con-
venicaces for the peaple as a whole,

tlox. W. H. BARNES (Bufiwba): The
hon. member for Queoenton bas  evidently
overlooked the eastern =ide of the city of
Brisbane, 1t is well known to people who
reside in that particular divection what has
been done over there. I am surprised that
the hon. member is not aware thst the very
soricus evil which existed there during the
dry scason does nor now exist. No doubt,
there was a sericus evil In Norman Cr(“l\,
which had its stariing point in Kingfisher
Creck, and during the dvy peviod 1t was
most unsatisfactory. It is true that the
South Brisbane Conncil used to flush out
Kingfisher Creek. but during the dry season
the mcu,mh(ant quantit; of water available
was not sufficient to flush it properly. It
was a great nuisance at the time. but it has
been dealt wirh, and the hon. gentleman is
quite wrong there. The nuisance was deals
with by three counrils—the South Brizhane
Council, the Stephens Shire Council, and
the Coorparoo Shire Council. There was a
scheme in connection with the sewerage in
the city, and in that sch(*mr} provision was
made for the construction of the xewer across
Kinglisher Creck to take off all the sewage
from that area. I was Treasuver at the time,
and I know that that sewer was constructed
and a pumping siation erected at the mouth
of Norman C‘wck and all the sewage from
that area wsas pumped into  that sewer.
These are common facts known to evervhody.
that the hon. member is qmto wrong when
he says the nuirance still exi

)Tr, WINSTANLEY : It exists in winter time.

Hox., W. 1lI. BARNES: I Lknow that
£23.0:¥) wax spent in connection with that
sewerage work., and I think that the hon.
member would fail now to discover anything
of the kind he montioned just now. All the
sowage 18 pumped into the sewer and the
trouble has disappeared. I have no right,
except on public grounds. to interfere with
anvthing that max be ourside that particular
area, but I am confident that the matter
referved to by the hon. member for Enoggera
i+ a verr grave matter indeed, and he would
have been wantiug in his duty if he had not
referred to it. There will always be a

of preserving the

nuaisance there so long as they allow the
sewage to go into Breakfast Creek.  There

is only one wayv of remedying it. and
that is to prevent it from going into the
creck, otherwise there will always be a
nuisance during the dry periods of ‘the year.
There is only one way of dealing with it.
We have to recognise that Brisbane and the
suburbs are not w ‘hat they werc ten yvears ago.
The increase in population has been very
great. I agree that anything that can be
done in connection with pubhc health should
bo done in the interests of the community.
I will go further, and say that it does not

matter so much a« far as adults are con-
cerned. but it is a different matter where

child life is concemod We have to con-
sider that it is necessary for us to have a
healthy, virile child life. T shall be quite
frank, and sav that I am sure cvery member

Hon. V. H. Barnes.)
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of this Committee, quite apart from D litics,
particularly anxions to sec that the be 5t
wll e done to improve the health condi-
tions because they are so viral to the com-
munity.  Whatever the vensons were in the
past that may have militated in individual
cases vinst that happiness which should
exist should not be allowed to stand in the
way now. This afternoon the hon. member
for Townsville very wisely touched upon cer-

tain matters,  There are some matters that
we do net like to touch upoun. but it is our
duty to do so. I have never hesitated in

this Caommittee to refer to that dread disease
known as venercal discase. It is a disease

which unfertunately affects others than those
who are i any way guilty. \VO know that
it has been transmitted to people who bave
not themselves sinned. T rmnomb‘r that a
member of the Viectorian Parliament came
to Queensland—I have forgotten his name for
the moment—who pointed out that not only
had we to fight vencrcal disease, but that
there were conveniences of making wrong-
doing in other dirvections casy, by which that
which was vital to our life was being
destroyed. I believe that if preparations
are bmng put on the marI\(t which are hav-
ing the cffcct of removing the visible signs of
evil-doing. the practice is not in the best
interests of this great State. T say that
chemists—I want it to be understood that I
am not referring to any individuals in parti-
cular—should not be allowed to sell such
articles, because they are detrimental to the
community. V\L talk about immigration—
and I believe in lmmmratxon—fbut we all
believe also that our populahon should be
increased by natural and legitimate means.
The hon. member for Toowoomba made
reference to some Act which I think he said
was passed in 1892. He misquoted that Act
The object of that Act was to prevent the
publication of indecent literature, in _the
intereats of the preservation of the morals of
the community. The hon. member twisted 1%
right round and made it appear as if quite
another desire oxisted at that time—when

neither vou nor I, Mr. Kirwan, was in Parlia-
ment.
Mr. Vowr 1t dealt with quack doctors

and iadecent advertizsemonts,

ox. W. II. BARNES : That is quite right,
and, if T might drift to something clse which
sORtS itsolf to me while T am on my feet

su
\\'i woutr  getting too far out _of order. I
vould rerer to the things which are now

»mu(‘hnuv displaved at our entertainments.
Anvhow, anvthing done at that time was done
to protect the communify.

The leader of the Nationalist party very
properly referred to the neces<ity for having
<ufficient conveniences in public places, and
I go o far as to say that at hotels and some
of the seaside resorts an jmprovement has
taken place. T want to stress very earnestly
tho p<>~1T1011 so far as T know it in some
cas You may possibly see twenty-five or
thnfv women staying at a hotel or board-
ing-house—1 do mnot wish to put hotels in
this category and leave out boarding-houses
~with omne =olitary convenience. It is not
decent. I want specially to submit to the
department the suggestion that very often
the conveniences at hotels for both sexes are
tumbled-down affairs and a disgrace to the
community. I take it that, if you are going
ro spend a holiday (mv“hr*ro it is very nice
to feel that the conveniences arve sufficient;

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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bat I have been at places where it has been
impossible to use them. Should not the police,
when they are making their annual inspee-
tion, -ce thar theose conveniences arc satis-
factory ?

Other matters have been discussed, and ¥
take 1t tl ]dr their eonsideration is quxte ju
fied from ths standpoint of the needs of the
people. T would add that mx experience
of the department year in and year out has
alwa been that they have done their very
best. I am not here to condemn anv mem-
ber of the vigorous staff, from Mr. Gall down-
wards, but I am sure that the discussion will
stimulate them at any rate, in not relaxing
auny effort in the interests of the community
generally, because we all want to have
Queensland  sweet politically, and sweet in
every other direction.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): I think it is
legessary to say something on this vote with
refervence to the outbreak of plague, particu-
larly with regard to the work of those who
had the duty of stamping it out. Had the
Home Secretary been here this afternoon,
he would have been able to give us some
very valuable information in regard to it,
and I am very sorry that he is not here.
Townsville is more likely to be struck
by such diseascs than any other portion of
the Commonwealth, as it is the first port at
which the oversea boats from the East touch.
When the outbreak took place, some mem-
bers of the Opposition: took the Home Secre-
tary to task because he kept it dark for some
s in order to make arrangements to cope
with it—in fact, they put the whole blame
upon the Home Sceretary and his officers—but
now that they have been able to cope with it,
not a word of praise has been said in their
favour during this debate. We know that
the local authorities, the Health Department,
and the Home Secrctary were very much
concernned In connection with this matter.
Vers active steps were taken in Townsville,
and” some people who could well afford it

wore compelicd to pull down their ram-
shaclkles and harbourages for rats. The

action taken resulted in Townsville coping
with the situation.

The RECRETARY FOR Mixes: Active steps are
still being taken in connection with the rat
campaigi.

Mr. DASIT: T hope that the people of
Queensland will give more assistance to the
health authoritics than has been the case in
rhe past in regard to carrying out the regu-
lations which ther have issued from time to
time.

Tp till every now and
agam there has been an outbreak of some
epidemic in Townsville. Tt used to take
place when the sanitary system was under
the direction of a contyactor. I am pleased
to say that since the council have taken
over the ciommn" of the city there has not
been one outbreak. When the change of
control took place there was a serious dis-
pute as to whether there should be a night
ov a day service. I want to say a word in
prajse of Dr. Moore for ngtabllsmng a day
the

quite recently,

service. Since that has been instifuted

premises have been cleaned on the days
allotted. In Brisbane, where the sanitary
wark is done by a contractor, it is almest a
disgrace, 1 am satisfied th“t, if you had

the Northern men to do the sanitary work
in Brishane. there would be a serious dis-
pute before long, beeause B know they would




o

never

atfempt to shift the pans that we ees

in soren of the publiu places in Brisbane.
1 am plessed that the Townsville City Coun-
c¢il are prepured, no natter what 1t costs,
to carty out the zysten thumsclves by day-
ight., 1 know, frem conversations | have
had with wmen wio were entrusted with the

work, that rhe contractors’ horses were so
peorly fed that it took them all their time
to pall the empty waggons,  Having almost
to pull the cart thmnseJ o5, we know what
the wien did when the ]l("\h were running
full stream in times of ﬂ(‘.od

A very serious development is taking
placa in Brishane in connection with the
construction of the sewers. This is a matter
that the Government and the local authori-
ties who are not in any way connected with
the sewers should take up. We know that
it is the intention of the Mertropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board to let
some of thelr sewers by contract, Anyone
who has had any dealings with contractors,
and knows their methods, will agree that
they slum their work whenever possible.
Sewerage is one of those works which the
Government and the local authorities should
sew 18 not ecarried out on the contract sys-
tem. If a good service is wanted, the work
should be caulod out by day labour. I
think the men in charge of the sewerage
work have stated that they can carry it out
a lot cheaper than any contractor can.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will hardly be in order in discuss-
ing the merits of the day-labour system
versus contract.  The hon. member can dis-
cues the health aspect of the question.

Mr. DASH: I am connecting it up. If
faulty work is put into the sewers, the
health of the city will be impaired. I want
to say a word in praise of Mr. Chuter, the
Assistant Under Seceretary. I have had a
number of dealings with that gentleman. If
members of Parliament and members of local
authorities discussed with him matters of
heaith and other matters connected with his
department, they would obtain a good deal
of knowledge which would help them in the
work which is entrusted to them. I hope
that the health of the city will be preserved.
If another outbreak occurs, it will prove
s1ve. \ow that we have it under
cmltro]. it is to be hoped that the future
action will be as vigorous as the past action.

Mr. F. A, COOPER (Bremer): I have
Hsiened with interest to the «iscussion which
has T“]\("l place with reference to the con-

d'ﬂm) of convenlences
Thoze  conditions,
wor<e  as  the town

in the country towns
unfortunately, become

becomes  smaller—the
smalier the town the sworse the conveniences.
It is an astonishing thing that the local
authorities are so lax in this regard.
think that something nceds to be done by the

health authorities of the State to tighten
their grip over the locsl authorities in these
metters.  There 13 an inclination to say,

“We have delegated this duty to ths
authorities, and we are elear of 1.7 That
ik piving too wide a power to the local
authoritics. T think that the State must
ke ' osome eonfrol over these matters, so that
it iz able to step in and sce that things are
prop done. The very things that com-
municate disease we allow to go unheeded
vmﬂnmt any 1<Jt110t10n wwhatever. Practi-
nothing is being donr‘ throughout this
anrr‘ to combat the mosquito evil—one of
the greatest menaces that  threatens  this

local
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State—or the iy evil, We all know the old
story of where the iy goes to at dinner time,
but we take no notice of it; we laugh af
the joke, and fail to realise tho seriousness
of the wecusation that is contained in ths
St0 e miss that altogetier, and take
no steps whatever. It 1= high time that the
health  auvthoritics  were given sufficient
power to come down upon the local authori-
ties which disregard their duty in connection
with these things. I do not know whether
vou are aware, Mr. Kirwan, that our sca-
side resorts arc being threatened with the
raosquito evil. It is now a matter of opinion
whether the =ammer at the scaside is as
enjovable as it used to be, because of the
increase in the number of mosquitoes. Some
of our sea=ide resorts ave uninhabitable for
certain months in the year because of this
pest.  The local authorities take no action;
the Government take no action: the health
authorities take no action. One of our
recent Governors—Sir William MacGregor—
said that, if this were a (‘rown colony and
he was the IHigh Panjandrum, he would
clear Brisbano of mosquitoes inside five
rears.  So far as health matters are con-
cerned, we have a High Panjandrum in
this capital city, yet no action is taken to
clear the city of the merquito. No action is
taken in any of the country towns to clear
them of mosquitoes, except, perhaps, Too-
weomba. The Mayor of Toowoomba made
a little boast last year that that city was
clear of mosquitoes; but I went up to Too-
woomba at Kaster, and I killed five in five
minutes in the centre of the town. (Laugh-
ter.) I hope that the health '1uthor1mes
will pay some atitention to this matter. If
they have not the authority which they ought
to have over the local authorities, I hope
that thev will ask for it, and see that they
get it. The idea of saying  This matter is
the concern of the local authorities, and is
out of our hands” should not be allowed

to exist.  There must be one supreme
authority, and he should be the Commis-
stoner for Public Health, If he has not

the authority,

t it is high time that we gave
it to him.

~ Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): There
is ono thing that escaped my memory while
I was speaking before.  Sometimes local

authorities are blamed for not making ample
provision for conveniences at the seaside.
I want to refer to matters in connection with
conveniencos erected for the public
at the seaside. On the _]\1(1( )
bathing-boxes are erec ‘ted, and
ther should be lwpf particularly clean. But
we find that persons ace too lazy to go to the
proper places at the end of the jetty and
;mpropw]v use these bathing-boxes. On the
(leveland jerty there ave dressing-boxes, hath
for ladies and gentlemen. These hoxes are
cleaned ovormght but next morning they are
often in such a condition that it is 1>1ac\1fal v
unsafe to go into them., We should deat
drastically with persons who wmishehave them-
solves: we should deal with them in the
same way as cats are dealt with sometrimes
when they mishohave themselvas,  These per-
sons arc really worse than cuts, which have
cleanly instincts. Iho jotties and such places
Holonw to the people. ” If the people would
only think for a moment that ther are damag-
ing their own property and causing discase,
H](_V probably would hesitate. T said to the
chairman r)f one of th- local authorities in my
cloctorate, * If vou put on a man specially to
fry and catch these follows, I will pay half

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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the expenses”  If a person is so beastly as
to m\wmud ordinary deceney he should be
brought to boot, and I hope that magistrates

will inflict the full penuliy for sueh mis-
«lemeanour.

The BRCRETARY IOR MINES (Hon.
A J. Joues, Paddingtony: On the whole, the

critici-mi on  tl vote has been fairly
@enerous, and I apm“mro the references
that have been made to the Home Secrctary
and to the administration of the department
aeuerally,

1 do not wish to allow the vote to pass with-
out correcting the remarks made by the hon.
Al(‘lllbx’l for Lneggera in connection w ith
the hookiwvorm mmnmvn and the nuisance in
Breakfast Creek, The hon moember said that
the hoolworm eampaign was under Common-
wealth coutvol. The estimated expenditure
1 connection with that campaign is £100,600
over a period of five vears, made up b\‘ a
contribirion of £35,000 from the Commpion-
wealth Government, £35.000 from the Queens-
land Government, and £30,000 from the Inter-
national Health Board of the United States.
The estimated expenditure for the year 1919-
20 was £6,000 from the Commonwealth,
£6,000 from Queensland. and £8,000 from the
duternational Health Board of the United
Brates,

Alr. GRreex:
nothing 7

The SECRETARY FOR
believe that it is not necessary, as the discaze
iz practically confined to Quovmlaud The
estiniated expenditure for the year 1920-21 was
£6.500 from the Commonwealth, £6.500% from
Queensland, and £7,000 from thn International

Are the other States doing

MINES: I

Health Board of the United States. The
estunated cxpenditure for » 1021.22
wire L7000 from the Commonwy £7.000

from Quo nstand, and £6,000 from the Inter-
nationad 1leaith Board of the United States.
le oxpenditure for the vear 1912:20 was

£2.220 0s. 3d.: for 1920-21° £3.757 16s. 6d.:

and for 1921-22, £4.836 7=, 11d. In order to
continue the camupaigin a sum of £5,900 is
piaced on these XTstimates, The hon. mem-

by for Euoggera 13 the wiow (\m'relv wrong
Wm n lie saxs that this campaign is controlled
olr by the Commonwealih Govermment.

I want to

impression created
by the remarks of the hon. member for
Incggera in connection with the evil at
Break fuﬁl Creek being the result of establish-
ing a woolwcour in the kon. member’s electo-
rate. 1 am rather pleased that Breakfast
‘Creek does not run over the hills at Padding-
tor.  The hon. member endeavoured fto placu
the whole blame upon the Home Department ;

but the Mome Department is entirely free
from blame. I know the powers that the
department hax in connection with health
matters, and probably hon. members will have
an opportunity very shorily of giving the
Home Department greater powers when a Bill
to amend the Health Act is introduced. The
Home Secretary informed the local authori-
ties that they had sufficient power to deal
with the matter. There is something in the
contention of the hon. member for Toowong
that, when there is too much divided control,
very little is done. Tt is a question of too
many cooks spoiling the broth.” The local
authorities are not blameless in connection
with these matters.  The Home Secretary
informed the local aunthorities that they had
=ufficient po\"m

[Hon. 1

remove the

II. Barnes.
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S pply.

The local authorities asked
to point out where they
gentlenan could

Me. MaxwELL .
the Home $:cretars
had authority, and the hou.
not do it.

The SECRETARY FOR

al authorities have the pover.

MINES: The

i Tf the hon.

gentleman has had legal opinion on the
natier. we shall probably hear it from the

hon. membor for Logan.

AMr. EKwwe: I have rot given
opinion. It is my own opinion,
SECRINTARY ];*OR MINES: V

do not avail them-

counsel’s

The
often the local authoritic
selves of the power that they posse It 1s
+vong for hon. members to come 1nto this
Chamber and blame the Government fov
inacgion when the power is rightly vested in
the local authorities, 1 believé  that the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Doard ave constructing a sower along Break-
fast Creelr, and 1 undersiand th,\f that wiil
overcome the prescnt dl{F(ultV. Probably the
local authorities concerned are \.altmcv for the
completion of that zower. I do not say thas
the Hom~ Secrctary has been acm,cd of
inaction, but I want to show that he has nct
been inactive. The Kodron Shire Couneil,
quite recontly, signified their intention of
coranting to a company permission to crect @
tanners within the city area.

Mr. SwzEr
of 1it.

The SECORETARY FOR MINES: Ii is
Tiot  an O\aag(‘mtlon The Kedron Shire
Council signified their intention of granting
a perrait. and the Home Secretary prevented
it. The Home Secretary informed the coun-
cil that he weuld use his power of seto. and
he did so. Thm‘mom the Home Secretary
was aware of the existence of the nuisance
and did all he could to prevent a similar
noxiocus trade being cstablished iv that avea.
Peesonally, T think some of \‘m»e industries
could well be established in the less populous
aveas. 1 do uot think there is very n}!\(‘h
wiong with the tannery, so long as it is
carried on in a proper place. A buiter
factory, for instance. is very offcn crected
right in th middles of a city. I do net think
fhdi is a wise thing cither—not that the
is very much wrong with a butter factory.
but a countrs district is the proper place
for a butter factory. know that in the
city of Maryborough, \:h]c] T ropresented
previously in this Chamber. a butter fdctm
was erected in the verv hmrt of the cit

That is rathor an exaggeration

with a brewery on one side and three or
four hotels on the other side. The same

thing applies to a tannery. The Government
are not against the ecstablishment of tan-
neri so lone as they ave erccted on sites
where they will not interfere with the henlth
of the community.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowea): 1T listened ve
attentivelr this morning to the debate on the
PBreakfast Creek nuisance. and I am rather
inclined to think that some kind of bacteria
has reached this Chamber, considering the
long debate that took place. T want to say
a word or two in refercnce to the hookworm
campaign that has been conducted in the
North and right throughout Queensland.
It mav be news to hon. members to know
that investigations have proved that the
arca in and around Bowen iz frcer from
hookworm than any other portion of North
({I}Lleellslancl. It is very interesting to kuow
that.
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I remember reading some  vears ago
lifferent works on bacteria and germs. and
[ got awfully alarmed, and 1 am still
dlavimed, and think it would be o good thing
fx - the inister to get Dr. Moore to examine

nembers  of  this  House, Dbecause I am

xmlmm} to think that some kind of bacteria
has got into the systemz of cevtain hon.
moembers =itting opposite.  During the last
cialon of Pariiament I nu,lu'd that the hon,
member for Townsville aund the hon, mem-
ber for Keanedy were sitting vight on the
ek Upposition bench, and { have come to
+he conclusion that some form of bactevia
bas gor into their blcod. bwecause now they
#it, right down at the bottom cnd of the
Chamber. 1 no*ice alio that the hen. mem-
ber for Oxler and the hon. wmember for
Port Custis are sitting there, too, and I
want fo know what kind of bacteria has got
into their bioed.

Mr, Swer: It is in vour blocd, too. It
made you vote for a reduction in wages.

My, COLLINS: It is not in my bleod. I
have never shifted my at. I have been
BYer goven years in this House. and 1 have
at in the one place, and have been true
{0 my principles all the time. There must
have been another form of bacteria which
got into the blood of the hou. member for
Normanby, besause I notice that he has
shifted from this side right away over to
‘the other side. I want to know what kind
of bacteria it is that exisi= in this Chamber
to bring about these rvesults, We are told
that some of these germs ave very dangeron-
to health and to society if thev get into the
blood.  All the discases that aifect mankind
rowadayvs, weo ave  told, ave caused by
bactevia, It may be that the hon, member
for Townaville, who follows the profession of
a chemizt, can give us some infor nnhon as to
what has cavsed hou members iy this Cham-

ber to change thelr opinio j,nu health
of the community, no doubt, iz all impor-

tant: and, while the Health

Yepartment has

done good work, T have no doubt that there
is still room for 1111])10\(mem I do nos
lmu\ whethior the bacteria that have got

into the blood of the hon, membor for Towns-
ville have improved hin ov not. 1 will wateh
developuients and  take precautions to see
that that kind of hacteria doe: not get into
my system. I may have m go to one of
the lon. member’s shops and get a dose
of medicine to_stop them fmm gotting into
my system,  We hw\ in an age when the
people are getting alalmﬂd. I have wvead
nﬁeront scicntific .?’0)1 I do not say that
T alwars understood rh(m because I came fo

the conclusion that some of the iriters
therselves  did not understand what they
were writing about.  Seientists differ from

time to time. At cne time we were told
that the earth was flat; now we are told that
it is round. We heav, too, that scientists are
going to look at the sun to see whether
they can find alterations. It all means
improvement, and so the Health Depart-
ment must progress step by step. 1 agree
with the hon. member for Windsor, who
stated a few moments ago that we have to
teach the people to be clean, and my own
‘opinion is that the teaching should com-
mence in the schools. Teach the child to
be clean! I had a rather sorvy experience
on one occasion when we had a very bad
auitary system in the portion of Queensland
where I then lived. TFloods very often
sccurred in a gully at the back of my place,

[31 Avcust.]
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when it happened that a very heavy
flood took place, all the neighbours round
about thought it was the proper time to
clean out their lavatorices, and 1 used to
get the benefit of the whole of it. Of course,
That was in tho good old day That was

and,

how they used to get rid of their night soil,
«nd I got it all in my backvard. We have
progressed since then. I can remember the

used to go to the

tintc when the people
inst geiting a water

Yeadlot-box and votn ag
supply: the sanitary secrvice was
attended to by the old contract system, aud
when the pans rou got were not too clean.
T am not sure that we are getting clewn
pans now. 1 am living in South Brisbane,
and I notice on the days they change the
pans that there is rather a peculiar odour
from fresh pans. I think that Brisbane
i one of the most backward places in
Queensland in this respeet. and I have no
hesttation In saying thet 1oy electorate,

hen

since the hookworm campalgn took ])ldu‘
theyv are a long way ahesd of Brisbane, We
have quite a modern sanitary system in
Bowen owing to the hookworm campaign.
whilo we have not an up-to-date sanitary
system in DBrisbsne. At anv rate, there is
plentz of voom for the health officer to have

d Brisbene, which, in
ants cleaning up.

a good lock ro
opinion, badly v

Mr. KING (Logan): 1 have listened to the
speakers on both sides with a good deal of
interest. 1 would noi have \d.ld anything
now but for the fect that hon. members oppo-
site do not zeem to have a very kindly feel-
ing in regard to the great work which local
authovitios are doing. I amm not going to

my

CHTer 1IN0 a4 gener 0 discussion of the func-
rions of local government representatives so
far ws health 3¢ concerned, as that would

take far tco long, but I will say that local
suthovities recognise what their duticr are,
taliing them by and large, they are dis-
' : with great benefis to
i comumunit which thev represent. |
will adinit thas re are some local authori-
fiew which do not rccognize what their duties

ave, and ther oughi to be brought up to the
sevateh: but  the 1t majority of local
authority men @re carvving our their dufies

for the great benefit of the pooplc they repre-

sent. The hon. member for Bowen is always
entertaining. and he has given us a little
amusement this afternoon, ‘urhouﬂl he has

been talking about rather a emellful subject.
JIe has been tallking about germs and bac-
teria. and he seems io Thl’lh that members
on this =idv have a monopoly of those germs;
bui it was only the other afternocon that he
had a germ or bacteria which brought him
iiro the prescnce of the blue-blooded aris-
tocracy of the old country—into the presence
of the Duke of Devonshire—and he said he

sus wlad to be in that compangy. (Laugh-
ter.)

Air. Corrixs: I have never been in his
company in my life. I am one of the

commol people, and am content to mix with

them.  (Laughter.)
Mr. KING: I am not blaming the hon.
member for that. I am <vmpdthlimn with

him, because it is rather against his expressed
opmmn:. The hon. member said he was
glad to be in that company, because, if the
Duke of Devonshire could patronise a lottery,
Ire was in good corpany in supporting the
¢ Golden (lasket.”” (Laughter.) He made a
guotation about it.

Uy, King.]
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My, COLLINS (Bowen): 1T rise to a point
of order. The hon. member is confused. I

never guoted the Duke of Devonshire.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that the hon.
member {for Logan, in accordance with tho
usual parliamentary practice, will accept the
hon. member's denial. (Laughter.)

Ar. KING: Of course T will accept the

hon. member’s denial.  The Secretary for
Mines went into the matter of the Broaldust
Creck trouble, and gave us some interesting

information. e also said that the local
authoritics had ample power to deal with
the matter. I have not given a legal opinion
on tho maatter, and I have not had reason to
look into ir; but, speaking from memory, I
do not think that the local authorities have
power to deal with this trouble.

The Secperary rorR Hlrxes: I should have
said that they have power to deal with the
cause of the trouble.

Mr. KING: There is specific power in the
Rights in Water and Water Conservation and
Utilization Act for the Crown to deal direct
with the matter. If the trouble is there, why
do the Crown not deal with it and wipe it
out? We know that that Act provides for
the control of the water in watercourses, and
a creck is included in the .definition of
“ watercourse.”” The control is vested in the
Crown, which can cxercise its authority. The
Crown has power to prosecute for pollution
of the water, and why does the Crown nuot
take action?

The Secrerary ror Mings: The local
authority has power to stop the prastice
which is the cause of the trouble.

Mr. XING: It would cnd the difficulty
much sooner and would give satisfaction if
the Crown would step in.

Mr. Grepsox: The question would then
arise as to whether that was a pollution of
the stream.

Mr. KING: There is no doubt that there
is pollution there. We have heard a good
dml about local authoritics not carrying out
their «duties in regard to health matters,
such as wewers, hdlns, and things of that
sort. In 1917 we had an amcn(hnent of the
Health Act made, which converted an ordi-
nary watertable into a scwer. This created
a menace straightaway by allowing house-
holders to drain their foul water into the
ordinary street watertables.  That is mnot
right, and it created a great difficulty for the

local authoritics, The principal Actf was far
better, although I admit it was difficult to

carvy it out. It provided that foul water
should be disposed of on the premises of the
occupier of the property. That was far
better than bringing the menace right out
into the public thoroughfare by allowing it
to come out into the watertable. Not enly
the concrete water channels, but I will go
further-—although there may bhe a conflict of
opinion about this—and say that cven an
ordinary drain cut in the soil on the side of
a road is a sewer according to the Aet,
thereby enabling householdch to drain their
foul water into 1t, which is not right. That
gives houscholders an opportunity of ereating
a nuisance which the local authoritr cannot
wet vid of.

The SECRETARY rOR MINES :
memory. I think that
under the Iealth Bilt
ducing this session.

Mr. KING: I am very glad to get that
information from the hon. gentleman, because

[3r. Collins.

Speaking from
will be dealt with
which wa are intro-
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it 18 a matrer that wants serious attention.
The lecal authorities ave =uffering from this

definition of **
that they
bv*tz‘l

sover,” and I am quite certain
will ¢o their very best to ¢

condition of things than t
nt: but they want legislation to enable
r,mnl to do so. I do not want to take up
the #ime of the House; I simply rose to pus
in oa word for the man who 1s giving his
services ungrudgingly and gratuitously for
the benefit of the communit {Hear, hear )

v, RIZER (Nundal): Mr. Kirwan
HARrTLEY : You asked the hon, member
for Bowen why he was stonewalling.

My, SIZER: If the hen. member would
mind his own buesiness, he would get on better.

My, HARTLEY @
of the country,

My, SIZER: The hon. member 3s not
compeient to deal with the business of the
C()Unfl’\ﬂ

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hon
member proceed with his speech?

My, SIZER: I do not want to make a
reflection on the Chair, but when members.
on the Government side wander from the
point, you ave inclined to allow them to do
0.

The CHAIRMAN: Orxder! 1 hope
hon. member did not misunderstand me.
askod him to proceed with his speech because
he was replying to interjections. I hope the
hon. member will take my suggestion in the
spirit in which it was offered.

Mr. SIZER: I apologise. T would nct
have risen but for the question I raised 1n
reply to an interjection by the Minister with
vegard o the llome Secretary rescinding
an order of the Kedron Shire Council.
do not think that was quite analogous to
the case which the hon. gentleman mentioned.
[ believe the point he wished to make was

[ am thinking of the business

the

to show by the action taken in that case
that the Minister had not done wrong
dealing  with those nuisances.  That was

1 one-man councern, in which a man out of
work, pamed Flynm, was anxious to stert
a single square box woolwash at the uppes

end of Kedron Brook. 1 interviewed the
],]mnn Secretavy on behalf of that man after
action had been taken, T also inquired if the
ITealth Dcwa;rmmxt was preparved to agroe
to a permir being granted. as it would not
heve been a menace to the public health
i do not thi it was ot all connented withe
the Breal Creck 1ruisanm. I hold very
strong views with regard to publio. hiealth
being protected; but, at the same time, we
meat not act in such a manner as to exelud:,
the establishment of industries in owr midst.
Yovoervone will realize that woolwashing i
Quocnslarnd ~lwm]<l be an cmxmou» hustness.
'\‘5, o should wash the greater part of owr
wool, and sell it e — m~t0ad of sending
it awav in the greasy state, (Hear, hear!)

Ao TLrTREY . You do mot want to bring
it to the biggest city in Queensland to
waxh it, though.

Alr, SIZER: T do not mot say that we

“hould s but, if peonle want it done in Bris-
bane. there =hould he provision made, and
an arca should be deelared in which wonl
sconr: couid  he  established. Mre,  Flynn
andonbtedly suffered a ereat havdship. lle
vas out of wark, ard was anxious net o

have to app'y to the Government for rations,
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and he desived to establish a system of
single square box woolwashing. in order that
ke a living and dye a few mafs.
nee has occurred at Break.
he has got to pay the piper,
and to the best of my belief he
13.30 p.m.] s still out of work. I hope that,

when the Health Act Amendment
Bill is brought forward, provision will be
made to overcome those difficultics.  We
should protect the public health, but we
should also protect industries which are use-
ful., and which ecannoct be termed noxious
trades. T also join with other hon. members
rezarding what should be done in connection

Creek,

with the pollution of streams. The hou.
raember for Knoggera is correct when he savs
that the Treasury Departmoent, under the

Rights in Water and Water Conservation
and Utilization Act, have power to deal with
it We have the same difficulty in connection
with the South Pine River, and it has
never been fixed up yet. It happens in
dry time that the stream is polluted from:
the distillery and the fish are killed. The
Government huve power to do something
vnder the Act I have mentioned. I hope
the amending Bill will give greater powers,
and will l“v" down whose dutv it. is to con-
trol such nuisances.

Question put and passed.

HOSFITALS.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—

* That £242,687 be granted for *
tals.”

Hospi-

The amount wvoted last year was £246,173,
so that the amount uasked for this year is
£3.846 less than was appropriated last year.

Mz, MORGAN (Murillay: I wish to pur
in a plea for the people who are living in
the remote parts of Queensland. I am very
sorvy that there is no money placed on the
Estimates to establish a bLHh nursing scheme
similar to that which is in operation in other

varts of Australiv. This is very nceessary
1a Queensland.

We are inrro-

ry legislation,

The SEcRETARY TOR MINES :
ducing the necess:

Mr. MORGAN : T hope it
this vess Jdon. but there is no amount on the
Hrtimates to carry out that legislation when
it becomes law. This is a matter which has
beea thoroughly discussed br hon. members
on both sides of the Chamber, and it is not a
party matter at all. 1t 15 a matter of
great importance to those people who are
cavrying the heat and burden of the day,
who are far removed from the centres of
population. They are undoubtedly the
people who are making Queensland what
x'r iz to-day. They are hmpmg to blaze the
track, and arc preparing the way for people
who will come eventuslly from other parts of
the world when everything is in geod working
arder.  We shall then have r’)llW"lV and
roads, and the people who come later will
reap the beuefit.  The pioncers are suffering
the hardship. more cspecially the women
folk: it does not matter so much about
the men. Unless we make more provision,
we cannot expect women to go into the
ceunt Women, especially the mothers of
families and those who are about to become
mothers, naturally prefer to live in the

will be introduced
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Iv setrlad districts, where everything is
entent for their wants and requiren
The RETARY FOR MINES: I have
covered that vou are very clever in amnticl-
the eofions of the Government.
Ay, MORGAN: I the CGovernment are
something in that direction. I am very
pleared s but I have advocated it for
niue or fen vears.

ITantLEY : The only thing wrong about
thar vou are on the wrong side. You
could pot get the crowd syou are with to
do anything.

Mr, MORGAN: It is true I am on the
wrong side of the Chamber now, but the
very ruoment we get on the right side
will o «omething. I know that member
sittine in opposition can do nothing except
criticise and make suggestions.

%

it

I agreed to

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
ions last night.

adopt one of vour sugge

My, MORGAN: Yes. The hon. gentleman
is not the only Minister who has ag}egd to
my suggestions in this House. I am not
dealing with it from a political aspect as
211, and I have no wish to anticipate the
Minister,

Mr. HaRTLEY :
and Barnes to do
here?

Mr. MORGAN: I am not like hon.
hers opposite, who are continually
about what happened in the past. What is
the geod of referring-to what happencd
twenty or thirty vears ago? Let us recognise
t mt we have to progress now. We have to

rawl before we can yun. Thirty or forty
vears ago we could not do these thm{rs, hut
we should do them now. Unfortunately, the
present  Government  are lagging behind.
Thev are not progressing qmok]v cnough.
This is a Queen street (Government, and they
look after the big cities. I do a0t begrudge
the poople in Brishane éettmg baby Chnl(‘s,
hut the necessity for them 1s not oue
hamdredch part of what it is in the remoto
portions of Queensland.  They lLave been

Why didn’t you get Denham
it when you werc over

menm-
cry mg

established in the thickly popumt :d parts
ol this citv. There are baby clinies at
Forritude Valley, Soring 11, West End,
und  Woolloongabha—four very  thickly

and  nuries
nesist-

where  doctors
Anrone requiring the :
get them in

sorrted  vlaces,

already

'»Tﬂ O QP nurse can
bane momm‘* notice b ringing
h walking a few yards.
17 fn et ie 1ot '(:nt money to estab-
el elinics everywhere, then o start should
be made in the far romote portions of Quecns-

land and not where the convenicnees already
exist. I ocould give the Minister heartrend-
jng instances that have come under my
notice whaere unfortunate motliers have bad
tg travel, not a fow miles, but 50 or 60 or 100
miles, in ihe necessary help
from nurs Men who represcut
country ele krow rthat what I say
is an ‘v\'hnt have the Goveru-
vt done tion" Abszolutely

‘torates
whsolute fact.
in that dive
nothing, ~o far as tlu- noop ¢ who are living

1

«rned. 1 am here
advocating the inter of the people in
the cauntry, Wwio have not cot hig financial
oy influential J()“dll(l‘-, o help their csuse.
Tn Brishane vou have the Joeal authorities,
and rou have the hig nowspapers, all advo-
eatis wt should bLe done for the city:
but, to the frct that the wants and

Morgan.i

in the country are ¢nn
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veguicements of the people in fue countey
are zot brought prowmivently forward like
they arve in the Jacge contyes of population.
they vcontinuaily neslected.

STAN (Gympic). one of the panel of
: ry Chairmen, relieved the Che
the chair.
Mr. MORG
amount of

Take, for instalice

1k the
o morey which comes out of con-
solidated vevenue for the General ilospital

in Brisbane—=£50.387.
sountry, who do

We people in the
: ) uot enjoy the benelit of
thes> institutions, have to contribute towards
the relief of the sickness and distross aud
poverty of the city of Brisbane, although we
have at the savie time to provide frem our
own funds for our own sickness and poverty
and divtress.  Thar is what happen- under
a Labour Governnient, who are supposed to
treat all people alike or to leok bew after
those people who ate in the worst circun-
stanecoes, The present Governmen have
rightly carned the neme of a ** Quoen street
Government.”  Those conveniences are estal-
lished first of all in the larze centres of
population, whilst the peopls 1 the country
are neglected in the most shameful manner.
I am here to advocate their case, I have
opposed the vote for the Brisbane Iospital
time after time. It is a shame to think
that we people in the country, to keep our
hospitals in a sound financial position. are
compelled to coutribute £1 for every £2 pro-
vided by the Government, whilst the people
in the large, prosperous, influential city of

Brisbane cscape seot frec..
The SecreTaRY ror Mixes: What other
action could the Governmenr take?

2Ir. ZTORG AN :
have
ment
T am

The people of Brishane
neglected their duty, and the Govern-
have, unforrunately, encouraged them.
quire =atisfied that if the people in my
clectorate failed to provide sufficient moner
to maintain their hospital, the Government
venld nof come along and keep it going as
a natioral concern. They woueld eloze it up
and wuy to the people in the bush. = If 1ou
de not like to contvibute sufficient money to
maintain your hospital, we will clos if up
allogether.”  becay unfortunatelr.  the
people in the bush do not count.

The SrcrETARY #orR MINES: Do not sone of
then come to the city hospitalst

Mre, MORGAN: Some in vers imporfant
or seriows casns do come; bur generally our
hospital- are so up-to-date that vers few

people come to Brishane to take advantage
of treatmeont at the Brisbane General Hospi-
tal. 1 have protested all along against this
vote, and I protest again, The Government
have no right to allow the people of Brisbane
to negleet their rvesponsibilitier,  The money
spent on the establishment of the baby clinies
could have been spent better in the interests
of the people in the bush, so thar the lives
of the mothers and children there could have
becu preserved. I sav that the life of a baby
in the bush is just as important as the life
of a baby in Spring Hill or Paddington—
perhaps, more important—Dbut, unfortunately.
the Government do not think so.

1 want to put in a word for the first Bush
Nursing Home established in Quesnsland—
and established. tco. in spite of the fact that
the Government have not got a measure for
that purpose on the statute-book. I refer to
the Tara Bush Nursing Home. I am pleased
to say that the Ilome Secreta last year,

[dr. Horgan.
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when I approached him, agreed to allot from
the *“ Golden Casket?” the sum of £100 to
assist in its establishment, because the dis-
trict is not financially strong enough to keep
a doctor or establish a hospital. I trust that
the Minister in charge of these Lstimates
will make a note of this matter, and thar,
when the Ilome Scerctary is restoved to
health—as I hope he scon will be—the Tara
Bush Nursing Iome will receive ai lesst
£100 from the *“ Golden Casket” money or
sowe  other source—I am not particuiar—
towards iis upkeep.

The Secperary ror Mives: Wiil ron take
it from the ** Golden Cusket?”

MORGAN: I will take it from any-

I say that we have as much right io
a subsidy from the * Golden Casket” funds
as any other locality. The Home Secrctary
found that he could legally devete £100 from
those funds for the cstablizhment of the home,
which is doing verr good work. The nurse
goes from place to place, sometimes 100 miles
away, and thus is enabled to save life in the
bush. Tt is a deserving institution, aud
should have the assistance of the Govern-
ment, and there may pe more of the kind,
The more the botter.

2. FORDE (Reckhempton): 1 wish to
sav something on this vote, because T helieve
that the Government have done a great deal
for the people of Central Quernsland as well
as for the people of Quernsland genevally

wnder the items dealt swith in this vote
I believe that the baby elinies veferred

to by the lLon. member for Murilla have
done great work in Brisbans.  They have
been given a fair trial and have prqx‘od
very useful instifutions. I believe that they
have been responsible for saving the lives of
hundreds of babiss in Brisbanc—and every
native-born child is an asset to fhis State—
and it is better to do that than to bring
immigrants 12.000 miles from the othe side
of the world. I beleve that these institu-
tions ~hould be eoxtended, and I am faiv
enough to sav that they should be rxtended
16 every cepire in Quecnsland, T know that
s boginning has to be 11:15(1‘“ .son'}e.where.
There arve four such institutions in Brisbane,
where they have proved successful over a
period of five vears, and it is fime that ofrgnr
contros got one at least for a start. The
hon, member for Fitzroy and I have for some
considerable time advocated the establishmeoent
of one in Rockhampton I give the Home
Socretary eredit for having prouised that a
babv clinie snall be established there, and I
ask that it he established without any further
deluy. There arce suitable buildings for the
purpose which are owned by the Governmm‘l‘s.
T understand that the Home Secretary. repiy-
ing to a certain request which was made to
him reeently for a Government building, said
that he wanted to utilise it for the purpose
of eatablishing a baby clin I find that the
baby clinics in Brisbane have not cost very
much—one cost £223. another 5266, another
£216. and another £349 per annum. At that
Tate of cxpenditure I think that a clinic could
be wun in Rockhampton for £350: at any rate,
it wonld not cost more than £400 per annuni.
On making inquiries regarding the (’hm(sr‘ag
Brisbane, I found that on an average 501
nothers attend cach clinie every month_and
avail themselves of the free motherly Rd\'\}:‘{‘
which is given by the excellent nurses who
are in charge of those institutions. That
<hows the far-reaching effect of thmnwchmcs
They work in with the Registrav-General,
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who advises them what babies are born. One
of the nurses goes out and calls on the
mother of the newly born infant, and gives

hu expert advice. Many a young mother
daes not know properly how her child should
be looked after, and it is a distinct solace
to her to have the kind. expert advice which
s given by a trained nurse from one of the
Labour Government’s baby clinies.

AMr. Moroax s I that is so in large centres,
what must it be in the bush?

Mr. FORDE: I agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Murilla that it is especially necessary
in_the bush. While advocating their estab-
lishment in Rockhampton, I say that they
should be established in other centres
throughout Queensland. The Home Secretary
has already indicated that he intends to
cstublish maternity wards in connection with
the different country h()apltalb. The nurses
emploved in connection +with those wards
will have double celtxﬁcatc~*thov will be
skilled in looking after infants and'in attend-
ing maternity ca<es, and they will be able
fo carry on in those countrv districts the
good work that to-day is being carried on
in the babs clinies in 11=bano If a baby
clinic were established in Rockhampton,
and the local registrar of births were to
notify the nurse in charge of the births
which took place cvery month, one of the
nurses could call on cach mother and give
her good advice as to how her child should
be looked after. In Brisbane it has been
arranged that one nurse shall go round the
district while another remains in the clinic
to meot the mothers who visit it. That is
Yery mecesary. Once a weeck at least an
honorary medical officer calls at the institu-
tion, and, if any mother desires to seek his
advice, she meets him there on that after-
nocn, Sometimes there are twenty or thirty
mothers who have the opportunity of getting
a frec lecture from a suitable medical officer
as to how their children should be looked
after.

Mr. JELPHINSTONE :
call for the vote.

Mr. FORDE: It does not mattter how
they vote. There is no distinetion. The hon.
m@mbor fOr Oxley feared that the old
N s party had become so unpopular
ou]d not. be able to get any voies,
isted over to the C‘ouni‘rv party.
That 15 why the ¢ Courier” said, “ Weo
want  political  honesty—not a political
weathercock like the hon. member for
Oxler.” (Laughter.) The people know the
hon. member. This is a very
subject. with which a man of his calibre has
no srmpathy.  He does not stand for the
poor people. who, T consider, should get the
artention that the babv clinics give to- day.
The hon. member may laugh, because he it
in a peosition of affluence. The people for
whom I am thtmq are not. and I am going
to advocats their interests de\splte what this
moter-agnt, would-be farmers’ representative,
has to say. The baby clinics are doing eood
work, I want the system extended to Rock-
hampton. I believe there is ample scope for
rhom because. unfortunately, we have in
Rockhampton a considerable Tumber of poor
neople who are not in a sufficiently good
financial position to seek advice ‘of the
various medical men as to how their infants
should be looked after. I know of cases of
voung people who have been married in
Rockhampton and have come to Brishane to
live. T have met three of them during the
last three or four months. Young mothers

And next

week you
(Laughter.)

{31 Avcursr.]

imnortant,

Seppliy. 1949

have told e that, had it not been for the free
advice which was given to them by the
nurses in the baby «clinics, their infants
would  have died. Unfori‘unatoly, their
husbands were out of employment, and they
were unable to consult a doctor; but they
went 1o the baby clinic and received expert
advice from good nurses, who knew how
their children should be looked after. Their
children were treated free of charge by the
nurses. and in one instance a medical officer
gave the child some treatment and told the
mother how to look after it. The mother
was in poor circumstances, because her hus-
band was ot of employment. One of the
employers in Rockhampton thought he could
make more profit- by putting him off, so he
was dismissed and had to come to Brisbane

to see if he could get a living. He was
mmb]o to xet work. and they were prac-
tically  destitute. her interviewed me,
bocause they knew that they would get from

me a sempathetie h(‘a] ing.
o to the h
of his ilk,

Mr.o lppuixsrox

They would not
on, member for Oxley or any man

£ interjected.

Mr. FORDE : The hon. moember went over
to the South Brishane Technical College the
other night looking for votes, and only
sixty people tarned up to hear him. He

did not like that.
1)01t<;n‘( for

This subjest is too Im-
one to be drawn aside by the
senseless interjections that are made by dis-
appointed politicians on the other side, who
twisted to another party because they could
not get from the party that they left all that
thes wanted.

Mr. ErpHixsTONE: (et on with your baby
stunt.
AMy. FORDE: Although it apparently is of

no ortance to (aHom Tories, it is of
impertance to my elecrors. The Brisbane
General Hospital, veferred to by the hon.

member {for Murilla, no doubt is a great
institution. But, like other country members
T helieve that the people in the mohopouhn
arca should support their own hospital. I
am fair cnough to say that I recognise that
the Brisbane General Hospital is a base
hespital. and that the Home Seccretary does
rot turn down any requests from country
people who want expert trcatment in that
1 On several occasions I have been

nxtitution.
instrumental in getting poople from parts of
Central Queensland into the Brisbane General
Hospital for special treatment. In those cases
the samo  expert treatment could not be
obtained bv them in the country centres where
they resided. I know of onc case in par-
ticular—s crippled persen, who was brought
to the Brisbane (eneral Hospital free of
charge. and treated: and, as a vesult, he was
cured. Theue are other cases which have come
wider my notice. Probably other hon. mem-
bers have had the same _experience. The
ane General Hospital is one of the finest
in Awnstrzlia, being well equipped with an
expert staff of honorar: surgeons: and the
Heme Heeretary has been generous in open-
ing the doors of the institution to deserving
people from the country districts of Queens-
land. 1 think that is a good policy. It
stznds to reason that people who are living
in small places along the railway lines

placos like Bororen, Miriam Vale. Rosedale,
Bajool. Mavmor, Mans Peaks< Baffle Creek.
oven (Hladstone. and other places—cannot say

that thew have hespitals which arve equipped
like the Brisbane Creneral Hospital or that
have the same exporg doctors in attendance.
Most of them have no ho~p'r? s,

Forde.]
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It is right that tno Hume Department
should make the Brisbane General Hospiral
big base hospital, and give the people
conting from the (ounhv an opportunitr of

getriug  care  and attention from expert
doctors and honorary surgeons.
{4 p.m.] who gn« thelr services gratui-
tously. The cost of running the

Brisbane Gene dl Hospital last year was
£33.023, and the estimated cost for this year
is £34,387. 1 amn glad that the Governnient
have treated the staff of that inssitution
much more generously than they were treated
under the previous management. In 1817
the Government tcok over the Brizhane
General Flospital because the people of Bris-
bane really refused to do the right thing by
the sick people in the community. A great
number of the DBrisbane people are n oa
pasition of affluence, and many could well
afford to subscribe annually towards charity.
They neglected their duty and allowed the
hospital to get behind in its finances. The
committee had an awful ordeal. They could
not balance the ledger, and the Labour
party of Queensland had to go to their assist-
ance by taking over the management, thus
crsuring te the sick people of the metro-
politan area and other areas that ther
‘:’ould get expert medical attention and
nursing care from a nationalised hospital. If
would have been an awful thing to have
allowed this institution to go along badly
managed and in a state of bankruptcy.

At 4.3 p.m.,
The CHATRMAY resumed the chuair.

Mr. FORDE : In the year that the Govern-
ment tock over the hospxtal it was costi
£11,568, and was scandalously understaf
Of course, some hon. members opposite thmk
itisa good thing to run such institutions w1th
small expenditure. Therc is & limit. To-dav,
the Rockhampton Hospital costs more to ruu
than the Brisbane Genersl ITospital cost in the

vear that the Government took it over. The
expenditure in connection with the Rork
hampton General Hospital last year was

£13.728. That hospital is a well-equipped
institution to-day. It has a good staff, who
are preperly paid, and thf‘« conditions
generally have been improved during the
last few years. When the Government took
over tho 3risbane General Hospital £1,768
was paid in salaries to the nurscs, but this
¥ a sum of £7430 is to be paid to the
nursss, They are not being overpaid to-day.
Indeed, the nurses are undc"pald There 13
not a body of workers in Queensland who
have to work so hard as the nurses. I notice
that £1,445 is set aside for payment of
salavies to the sisters and £2,627 to the
matrons, assistant matrons, matron to the
Convales (‘(‘I’It Home, and the masseurs.
When the Government took over the hospital
the nurses were granted an eight-hour day.
and they re(‘ew(\d a concession il connection
with their uniforms. I understand there is
a svstem in vogue whereby the nurses buy
their uniforms. and if they remain twelve
months, the cost of the uniform is refunded
to them. Their salary is small enough, and
it is well that the Government should come
to thgir assistance to that extent. Many
people contended that it was not a good
thing to grant an award for nurses who were
in training. They contended that it would
nob be a good thing to pay them any more
than they were then receiving, and a “section
of the people said that they should not
be paid at all. Many said that to-day they

,[MT. Fords.
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\\ ere no longer the true followers of Filorence
whtmgale
At 4.7 pom.,
Mr. VOWLIS

(Dalhy): WMr. Kirwan, 1

call your attention to the state of the
Committee.

QGuorum formed.

My, FORDE: The remarkable larrikin

clement thet one sometimes sces has put up
its head on the other side. I saw an example
of 1t just now.

The CHAIRDMAN: Order! The hon.
member 1s not in ome‘“ in sun*gestmg that
another hon. member is behaving in the

manner of a larrikin.
draw the remark.

Mr. FORDE : It sometimes occurs that it
is not parliamentary to say so, although it
might be very true; consequently I withdraw
the remark. Hon. members opposite did not
like what I had to tell them. Some of them,
including the hon. member for Kurilpa, the
hon. member for Enoggera, and the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley, like a lot of schoolboys, said,
“We will organise that a number of
Opposition members go outside and get some-
one to draw attention to the absence of a
quorum.”

Mr. VowLEs : There were many hon.
bers opposite who were outside.

Mr. FORDI : That is not so. Hon. membpers
opposite arc not going to prevent me telling
the people what I want to tell them, and put-
ting in & plea for a more generous treatment
of Rockhampton by estabhshmg baby clinies
and affording other concessions to the Central
district. Some hon. members, like the hon.
member for Oxley, dssire everything for
Southern Queensland.  Sonie people  said
that, because the nurses demanded  an

increase in wages, it was unprofussional and
mfva dig.; but we have to recognise that they
are worker: who are learning a very impor-
tant profession, and that they arc most
usefnl members of the community. They
shO' Id get proper working conditions and a

reasonable rate of wages. 1T find that the
Crovernment medical officer, Dr. ilcLeon, in
referring to the Brisbanc ‘General Hospital
and the improved conditicns, shorter hours,
and the one and a-half day’s holiday per
woek, said—
© While the new system interferes with
the continuity of the pupils” work and
experience, the opportunitivs offered for
healthful recreation and the maintenance
of social and family relations must more
than compensate for this interruption.”

Of course it does. It gives these people the
opportunity of associating with their friends
and of having some recrcation that was
denied them when the nurses had to work
twelve and fourteen hours a day. SBome
hon. members have got up in this House and
stated that the Labour Government have not
treated the nurses propeely.  The Labour
Government have improved their cundmona
matcmmly and 1 was one of those who sai
that it would be a good thing if the rurs
like other wovrkers, formed themselves into
4 union and went to the Arbitration Court.
They did go to the Arbitration Court and
got substantial increases. Hon. moembers
opposite said it would lower their status if
they went fo the Arbitration Court. But
other workers in the State, including bank
clerks, have gone to the Arbitration Court,
and, like the nurses, they got substantial
wncreases from the court which was cstab-

I hope he will with-

mem-
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lished by the Labour Government of Queens-
land.  Hon. members opposite de not say
aything about the treatment that was meted

out to nuarses by prlvaie institutions in
Queensland.  Soms of them were treating
their nur-ex disgracefully.  Some of these -
private 1u~t1tu ions siid that they would have

ro close down as soon as the award was
aranted. That 1s not so. We kpow they ean
pay the wuges, wnd they should pay them.
The award now covers all hospxml&

While I believe that the © Golden, Casket”
1+ not tho best way of raising money, yet it
ix serving a very useful purpose dmmw the
period that certain people have failed in “their
work towards charity. It is supplying funds
for the hospitals of Queensland in this transi-
tion period, and will enable us to get our heads
together dpd devise some better means of
hna,ncxnﬂ the hospitals throughout Queensland.
There should be a better means evolved. I find
that th- i\ockhdmpton General Hospital has
received from the ¢ Golden Casket 7’ a sum
of £7,870, and a further £2,250 will be given
carly in January. The Rockhampxon Chil-
dren’s Hospital "has received an amount of
£8,541 13s. 3d., and another £875 is to be paid
¢ 11y in Janu(ny The women’s hospital has
received £2,204 8s. 7d., while another £500 will
he paid edrlv in Janualv They could not have
carried on successfully without that monery.
Largely due to the advocacy of the hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy, the Rockhampton Children’s
Hospital got a a special grant of £400 for the
purpose of repainting and renovating the
buildings. I was glad to give the hon. mem-
ber a helping hand in that matter. 1 would
like to point out that, although the Rock-
hampton General rIo_:pltal gets a base grant
of £1,000 because it is a base ho: pltdl its
usefulness is incre: sing every day, and ‘that
grant might be lllLl‘CaSOd, Furthermore, the
Roclkhampton Children’'s Hoespital being a
bare hospital, also might get a grant. if nor
to the extent of £1, 000. at least £500 for a
start.  The Rocl hnmpton General Hospital.
acoording to their balance-sheet, is being well
managed. They have a good staff there from
the matron duwn to thn latest veevuit, and
alzo a very good medical officer. Useful work
is being carried out, and the present Govern-
ment have been generous towards these insti-
rutions, They h o paid ¢ 3 much in
the three year \LI("L‘(‘(]le“ 1915 to hospitals
and cther public matltuhmh os previous Tory
Governments did in the last three yvears of
theds administration. T have to thank the
Home Sicretary, who, I regrer to sav, is
i, for his ge crous treatment of the Rock-
hampton hospitals in the past, and =11 T ask is
that the Home Secrctary will continue that
gencvosity. I also have to thauk the Under
Secretary and the Assistant Under Sceretary
for what they have done, and T congratulate
the Assistant Under Seerctary, Mr. Chuter, on
his appointment. because he has proved
himself an able man and, more than that, a
centleman.

My, SIZER ("zur{?ulz) The hon. member
for Rockhampton has spoken ar (‘on siderable
length, and has pointed out what has been
done bv the present Govermment in regard
to the nurses in public institutions. e
mfc!wd to the great benefits they received
from the A\N)m‘amoﬂ Court, but he forgot to
montlon that the same hon, gentleman has

egently taken the nurses to the Arbitration
( oult to got them a veduction in their

Wages.
The hon. member has said nothing about
that. and I conclude that the hon. member

oncurred in the reduction, and is as much

Avgust
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to blame as any other member on the Govern-
ment side for the position in which the nu
find themselves owing to a reduction in their
waves being granted by the court.

My, HARTLEY (Fitzroy): In order that
ir will not be thought that my electorate
is represented by p)'oxy as well as having

voting by proxy, T chould like to say a few
words in regard to the hospitals, particularly
wio the Luo'\han,pmn hospitals are in my
cloctorate, I think it is a matter for

wtulation to the department generally
that o1l the hospitals and charitable instibu-
tions in the State are iz thelr present satis-
factory pozition. The Government are to be
congratulated on having splendid staffs in
most of their institutions, The work done
by the Diamantina Hospital for Chronic
Diseases is a splendid one, and the lady in
charge of that institution, Miss Chatfield,

deserving of the highest praise that can b(/
bestowed on her. The iustitution is certainly
a model for any State in the Lommonwed,lth
1t is hard to realise, unless one is constantly
in touch with the work, the amount of good
that must be done to suffering humanity in
that hospital. I want to pomf out that the
Diamantina Hospital has veached its full
capacity. 1 do not think there is room to
receive many move patients there, and the
time bas come when the (wfl\'exnme\lt must
face the position and provide for a similar
itution in ¢ome other part of the State.
I kunow many patients from the Central dis-
trict come to Brisbane and find a vesting
place in the Diamantina Hospital. At the
same time, the hospitals in the Centr i
triet still have cases that should be rece
by a hospital such as the Diamantina. I
hase known very painful cases that have had
to wait a very long time, and sometimes they
Lave been upable to ot admlsxlon to the
Diamantina  and have died in their own
homes. It musi be apparent to the depart-
weny that a similav institution is required
in ansther part of the State, and I hope the
Covernment will give that aspect of the ques-
tinn tmmediate consideration and strive to

found another hospital on similar lines to
» Diamantina, With the perfect institution
thes have 1 the Diamantina Hospitsl, it

ideal site either
Northern division,

rhould be eavy to scleet ax
i the southern part of the
ov, for 2o, in the Central division.
All the ra lines converge there, and
there are at ]ﬁmu Park and ¥Yeppoou ideal
sites, with an 1dml climate aad an out]ooh

¢f a very cheering natnre suiteble to people
=06 are suffering from illh h. T hope
that matter will be kept in mind by the
depavtment in the coming year.

I was veiry much sm)n;sed to notice the
beat {hat wee importsd into the d wsion
L the hon. member for DMMurilla in his
criticism of the Government for mumtalnmg

the Brisbane General Hospital. In common
with many other members, 1 object to the
load which the Brisbane General Hospital
1 s on the State. but the position is
spable.  The respousibilifty was thrown
upon the Government by the then committee,
who, thinking to put the Government in an
nvidious n("\it;on relinquished their manage-
ment, When they had zot the offair into
«nch @ finsncial condition that they could
no longer go ahead, they left it on the hands
of the Government. The Covernment made
provision that the load should not be put
on the taxpayers, but that the Brishane
people should support their own hospital

The Government, however, Jdid not got ’che

Mr. Hartley.]
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assistance which thev expected, or which the
protestations of the hon. member for Murilla
and his colleagues led them to believe they
would get.  They brought in a Hospitals
Bill, and passed it through this Chamber in
1816, but m the Council an amendment was
carried, ““ That the Bill be read a sccond
time this day three months.”” That is the
reason why “ie have to-day to vote ths big
amount on the Estimates for the Brishane
Goeneral Hospital, and the blame rests on
the hon. member for Murilla and his
colleagues,

My, Vowwrrs: You wanted a sccond land
tax.

v, HARTLEY: What tax would you
have?

Mr. Vowres:
A GOVERNX

I told you vesterday.

v MedBrr: A tax on wages.

Mr. HARTLEY: A tax on wages is the
only solution thag the leader of the Opposi-
tion has offered on this question. That Bill
provided for a tax on the rateable value of
property within the boundaries of the greater
Brisbane avea, and provision was made for a
subsidy from the State to the Brisbane
(leneral Ilospital, on account of its use as a
base  hospital. Hon. members opposite
fought against that Bill, and it is no use
ithe hon. member for Murilla getting up and
tearing a passion to tatters because the people
in the backblocks—the pioneers of whom he
spoke—are "charged £38,000 per annum for
the support of the Brisbane General Hos-
pital.  If we had had the support of the
class of politics which the hon. member
represents, the Brisbane General Hospital
would not nced to he supported by a vote
from the revenue of the State, but would be
supported by the people of Brisbane. Those
pioneers whom the hon. member for Murilla
so feclingly refers to would then have had
the advantage of an extra £38,000 being
expended in the bush centres to help the
cases he has g0 ably dealt with this afternoon.

Mr. CosteLLo: When did you ask for our
support ?

My, HARTLEY : When the Hospitals Bill
was going through the Chamber in 1916, and
it was turned down by your party. The hon.
member was not in the Chamber then.

Mr. CosteLLo: T had something better on
then.

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member for
Carnarvon said he had something better on
than seecing that the community in Brisbhane
were made to provide for their sick and
suffering. e allows the hospital to become
a State cherge, and the people in the bush
arcas to bo mulet in the amount of £38.000,
andd then the party opposite have the cheek
to call this (Government a Queen street
{rovernment.

My, Vowirks: e was not in the House—
he was away at the war.

Mr. HARTLEY: e
thing better on then.
tion.)

Mr. Costzrno: T had something better on
than the hon. member for Fitzroy.

Mr. ITARTLEY: It is no good the hon.
member quibbling that way or tryving to
shout me down. [ have never been shouted
down or frightened down in my life. I was
always prepaved to stand up for myself
whether on a parade ground or whether it was
an the ficlds of Flanders or the plains of South
Africa. I can always hold my own with any-

[Mr. Hartley,

sald he had some-
(Opposition interrup-
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one within a few incher of my own stature.
That is the position in regard to the objec-
tion of the hon. member for Muarilla to the
Government finding money to support the
Brisbane General Hospital. Tf there is any
blame, it rests upon hon. members opposite :
but I hope that the Home Seccretary will
soon take steps to bring in the Hospitals
Bill again. Now that we have done away
with the exerescence 1n the national life of
the State which was such an obstruction te
anvthing of a progressive nature, we shall
b able to pass the Hospitals Bill, which will
muat the duty of supporting the Brisbane
Ueneral Hospital on the shoulders of those
who should carry it.

to refer to the establishment
nf Daby c¢lintes.  The experience of the
deparviment has, Y think, proved that they
were amply justified In starting that system,
and. with the knowledge they have gained,
they should be prepared to extend the sys-
tem. I hope that the Government are about
to redeem the promise which they made on
several  occasions, and  that baby clinies
will be established in such centres as Rock-
hampton, Cairns, Emerald, and other places.
In the first year of the clinies the cost to
the department for each infant attended to
was, in round figures, 9s., but that amount
has now been reduced by the better organisa-
tion of the staff to 1s. per child. Surely the
State will not object to such a modersite
expenditure, which means such a great saving
to the State in preserving infant life. T know
that the Home Secretars alive to_the needs
of the position, and of redeeming his promise
that a wider system of bush nursing should

I wish now

7

seon be brought about. There is not the
slightest doubt that women in sparsely
settled areas in the backblocks have a

sense of dread when they approach the time
of their motherhood. If a system is inaugu-
vated, af little expense to themselves, whereby

the bush women of Quecnsland can be
brought to central localities and receive

proper medical and bpursing attention, the
jor of motherhood will certainly be robbed
of a great many of the terrors and priva-
tions which it has for women in the bush
at the present time. I hope that that system
will soon be established. and I am sure
that the IHome Secretary will receive the
support of members of the Committec in
that direction. '

Mr. KERR (Eneggera): I would like teo
ask the hon. member for Fitzroy whether
any of his constituents in the Central Dis-
trict have ever been rveceived as patients at
the Brisbane General Ilospital.

Mr, Hartney: Yes.

3r. KERR: There arve certain appliances
in the Brishbare General Fespital which meet
the requirements, not ouly of the people in
this city, but throughcut Queensland.

Mr. Winstanery . They get £5,000 extra
subsidy for that.

Mr. KERR: We find the cnormous sum
of £170.000 on the Estimates for subsidies
w5 hospitals, and not one penny of that
amount is going to the Brisbane General
Hospital. My own opinion is that we should
not diseriminate between institubtions such
vihums, Dunwich, and various other
institutions. 1 think we should follow more
or less what is the practice in New Zealand.
They have there a hospital board, and every
hospital in New Zealand is governed by that
board. They have cxpended over £1,500.008
per annam, and payment is made by the
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people who use the hospitals. When those
who use them are not able to pay in the
usual way the cost is defrayed br the State.

At 4.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Btanding Order No. 307, and of the Ses-
sional Order agreed to by the House on the
30th instant, I shall now leave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The
reported progress.

The resuraption of the Committes was made
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the
sitting.

CIHATRMAN

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Despatch respecting Permission to certain
Gentlemen to Retain the 'Title of
** Honourable.”

QUESTIONS.
WHEAT INSURED WITH STATE INSURANCE
DEPARTMENT AcarnsT HaIlc.

Mr. DEACON (Cunnirgham) asked the
Attorney-General—
“1. How many acres of wheat were

insured against damage by hail through
the State Insurance Department in 19217

2. What was the estimated quantity
of grain on area insured?

*“&. What amount in premiums did the
department receive?
~ ““4. At what rate per £100 was it
insured ? -

5. What was the amount of damage
claimed ?

6. What
paid?

“7. What was the net profit, or loss,
to the department for the season’s trans-
actlons in this item "

was the amount actually

The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL (Ilon. J.
Mullan, Fiinders) replied—
1. 8,704 acres.
© 2. 225 762 bushels.
£ s, d.
3. Gross . 1,622 4 6
Less Reinsurance 623 9 9
Net ... £998 14 9

oA Various rates, as follows, accord-
ing to the period of cover:—One month,
50s. per cent. net; two months, 60s. per

cent. net; three months, T70s per cent.

net; four months, 80s. per cent. net;

five months, 90s. per cent. muet; six

months, 100s. per cent. net (minimum

premium, £1).

“ 5. £653 2s. 3d.

£ s d.

“H— 653 2 3

Less Recoveries 330 5 T

Ne ... £32216 8

1
€7, £424 18s. 1d.”

AvDIT OF “ GOLDEN CASKET.”’
Mr. XBRR (Enoggcra) asked the Home
Secretary—

*“1. When was the audit made, and at
whose suggestion? Was such audit made
at a date differing from previous audits?

2. Will he lay on the table of the
House a copy of the auditor’s report?”’

1922—3 w
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Flon. A.
J. Jones, Paddington), in the absence of the
Home Sceretary (Hon, W. McCormack,
Cairns), replied— )

_*“1. The accounts are audited from
time to time, approximately monthly,
In practice the auditor goes in at irre-
gular periods. An annual report is made.
The auditor completed the annual andit
on 24th July. The auditor in the ordin-
ary course of his duties checked cash on
11th Auguvst. When the manager applied
for sick leave, and stated that he wiched
to be relieved immediately, I asked the
Auditor-General to have the audit
brought up to date, which was done.

2. 1 have alrcady read to the louse
the full text of the auditor’s report in
connection with the examination made at
my reqguest.”’

Resvyrrion oF WORK AT ENGINE SHEDS.
WILLOWBURKX.
Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Kust Toowoombu)
asked the Secretary for Railways—

“In view of the continued unemploy-
ment at Toowcomba, as shown by the
report of the Inspector of Labour i his
monthly report, whut arc the prospects
of an early resumption of work at the
engine-sheds, Willowburn?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Kcppel) replied—

“Mhe member for Toowoomba, Mr. F.
T. Brennan, M.L.A., has frequently urged
the recommencement of this work., No
provision, however, has been made in the

current vear’s Estimates to rosume
operations.”
SUPPLY.
REsUMPTION OF COMMITTEE--FIFPH ALLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair))
Howe SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
HOSPITALS.

Question stated—

“ That £242,687 be granted for ¢ Hospi-
taly’ 77—

My, KERR (Enoggera): Before the last
sitting clesed T was dealing with the method
of maintaining hospitals in New Zcaland.
I agree with their system except in one
respect.  They make a levy on the Jocal
authoritiss, which, of course. hits the rate-
payers. That is a principle that should not
be supported here.

The Government have taken certain action
in connection with the Brisbane General
Hospital, and I cannot for the life of me
sce why similar action ¢hould not be taken
in respect of the Brisbane Children’s Hospi-
tal. T think it is deplorable to see people
collecting in the strects for that institubion
week after week. The same people give
week after week to these charitable organisa-
tions, and I think the time is opportune for
doing something to gather up the disjointed
threads of charity in Brisbane and having a
special board to deal with the matter, in

which. of course, the hospitals would be
included. In New Zealand the adminis-
tration of outdoor relief, on which we

spend considerably over £100,000 a year,
comes under the same board. I think the

Mr. Kerr.]
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Government should also consider this question
in all 1% ramifications, a-d in doing s0
they wmight decide whether this uoarrl should
not 11%0 control the collestion of all {funds.
When I had to sit down a ShOLt timo
ago I was abcut to point out that pespls

i are getting the benelit of the
in the Brishare General Hospital
dll' their children in the Children's i1 ital
and in a number of instances they ars not
making any paymenf, ever for maitenance,
All the 20 tllqu require the Au(“lth)n of the
Home Spuefar‘,r. 1 th alr nid thas
vears ago 1].11(] were 1( H (O DF 7’):\‘\'((\11%

Covernments, and this Gc,\("nmont have
merely  built upon them, it laying
down any new and definits 1 for one
would agree to stop str jona,  Some

other muthod of rais should be
suggested.

Avother matter I want to mention beavs
on the guusticn asked the other day by the

hon. for Hast Toowecomba in con-
nostion with a swa of £1 'O 0392 vhich was
beirg  unils for sub: hospitals  in
connection with this vo TOf cor iwee, the
Coverninen? could estab a fair number

b ch"ws for that sum—perhapss one

eve al authority—and to say that they

nd to do these things is m: detracking
On the Water=orks voad in
there 33 what might bo called

¢ community settlement—z evoup set:lement
under the Discharged Soldiers’ Ssotilement

Act of perhaps fifty or s« fam: On

this settlement 15 a trained nur and [

made a request sotne time ago for the pro-

vision mc material for an ambulance box.

of which she would be in ¢! It must

ot be forgotten that this ent i 0
[ ) !

or T seiles frem the eity, 1t js only

v that the O monvealth G AT

y that the Commonvealt overnment

at my ‘.~(‘-quost plac a telenhone

. The then Home Secret hovever,

declined to entertain my 1o for the

ambulance box.

Mr. GLEDsox: D
Brigade?

3r. KERR: The Home Scorciavy referved
me to the Ambulance Brigade, who, by the
way, wre suffering just t}‘ une as cther
charitable owa*nw*lons What i+ the us
of asking them to establish u"\L.ons? In any
case, 1 d,u not want that at »il. What I
wanted was a box containing implements and
material, and the expen\lxtulo it would have
involved was very small indesd in comparizcn
with this expenditure of 2148000, and the
request could eaxily have bwen granted, I
axke the Secretary for Mines to turn up the
correspondence and go into the pa1t1('ulala
of the necessary requirements, and grant this
Tery smull thirg. I will socure
taking that the material will be lou

you ask the Ambulance

A ed after
and utilised, and that it will be appreciated
very much in that district.

We did not have the opportunity last wear
of discussing the Estimates in the 1101‘L of
the Auditor-General’s report. I have made
accusabions in this House that funds apart
from revenue are being utilised for purposes
for which they should not be utilised. 'The
Auditor-General indicated that an estimate
had been obtained from the various hospitals
of the amount which was required, and it
vas put down at £205,000. Vet the Govern-
raent are placing on the Estimates only
£170,000, leaving a balance of £35,000, Pre-
vious Governments paid the whole of the
subsidy out of revenue, but the present

[Mr., Kerr.
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Government are paying that balance of
£35,000 out of the *“ Golden Casket ” Ffunds.
Revenue should not be relieved of certain
commitments by an allegedly honest Govern-
ment,  To mueke certain payments out of
funds derived from gambling devices,

instead of making them out of revenue, is
deplorable. The mhhandhng of funds is not
straight government. 1 hope that the rami-
fications of this particular fm“d will be gone
into. and that gambling will be eliminated,
as it has been in New South Wales.

Mr, FERRICKS (South Drishane): 1
appreciate fully the hardships and difficalties
under which people who are resideat in
remote parts of the State labour. I desire
to  express my opinion regardmg the
nationalisation of the Brishane Ueneral
Hospital. The hon. member for Murilla
was hardly fair when he threw upon the com-
muuity of the metropolis the aspersion of hav-
ing shirked the res sponsibility of mwmtumlng
what he termed “ their own hospital.” The
Brisbane General Hospital is not a hospital
for the people resident within the metro-
politan area alone. Being the premier
hospital of the State, and having more
highly-qualified medi sevvices, 1t naturally
attracts pationts from almost every part of
the State. That being so, it cannct be called
the hospital of the people of the metro-
politan area. There has been a shirking of
contrlbuting responsibility by a scction of
the pecple w.ound Brishane, “‘hdb m“hm},
I am sorry to say, is the section which is
more affluent, or better off.

HOXOURABLE MEMBEE#
tones,

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I do not desire
to interfrre with hon. mer:bers conducting
conversations, but I appeal to them again
to do so in a lower tore, I think that we
all appreciste that the * Hansard” staff
are working under difficalties, and ‘hat a
spezker who has mot a strong voice has a
difficulty in being reported.

Mr. FERRICKS: It has boon t'bo experi-
ence of hon. membars—I believe it has been
admitted by hon, membors f»ppl’)ﬂte—that in
their parti Ular districts no responsibility has
been shirked in regard to the contribution
to the local hospitals by the workers. In

advarcing an argument against 1'oceiving
‘onfnbuuons from the * Golden Casket,” or

—

converzing in loud

against the carrying on of the “ Golden
Cas‘kot,’ hon. membors 0ppo- site. have
admitted that bodies of workmen in their

districts have always levied on themselves a
contribution for the maintenance of the
hospitals, I feei sure that that has been
the experience of cvery person who has been
one of a band of workers, I have been
included in several groups of workers contri-
buting to different hospitals. 1 have never
heard the proposal, when it has been
advanced, reccived with one word of opposi-
tion cr hesitation. Al ways the workers have
fulfilled their obligation—far mere, compara-
tively, than do the better-off section of the
community, In the Brisbane arca there has
been a sad falling-off in contrmut!ons from
that better-off scction of the community.
Not only did that scction secure greater
profits during the operation of the war and
afterwards, but it has been forced upon us
that the more wealthy people become, as a
rule the more selfish they become. We
observed, during the profiteering vears of
the war and immediately after the signing
of the armistice, that a large section of the
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community in the metropolitsn area did not

know how to spend their huge profits.

Instead of having one motor-car, they \'.oulci
W

have a garage with a sf of curs hose

m(o‘,m fessoned their contributions "nperallv
but mors particularly to the hospital—and
for a special reason, I believe that that
reason was a very unwor thy one, having at
its root pohucal bias or p judice. I have
heard the remark—hon, members opposite
murt have hfuxr\‘n it; it has bocn repeated to
me as having been mentioned dozens of times
— The Labour palty talk about nationalisa-
tion of hospitals; let them run the hospitals
now.” Keen contemptible pohtlcal bias was
one of the factsrs that resulted in a lessen
ing of ¢untributions to the Brisbane General
]io\plfal from the better-off scction of the
community. The same thing npmxl in the
case of the Children’s Hos pn*”u iu Brisbanc,
On the managerml side, instead of remem-
bering the sentiment contained in that
cloguent appeal, “ Suffer the little children
to come unto Me,” the innocent and most
unfortunate section of the little children were
made the unconscious victims of political
bias and prej udwe so far as tl‘mr occupation
of the Chiliven’s Hospital was cone erned.

That being so, the Government set out to
pub Hnotwh a measure prmldmg f’“l tha
upkeep of “the hospitals on a broad and cffce-
tive basis, and threw upon those who had
eceived profits irom the unimproved valuo
of their land the responsibilitz of
having to con’mibute cufficient for
the upkeep of the hospitals, That
measure was rejected in anothor piace by
friceds of hen., members opposite, and the
Government then took the stvaight-out course
of granting a subsidy to the Brisbane General
Hospital, Very often pecple who are stricken
with illress in distant parts of the State come
to the Brisbane General Hospital rather than
go to a country hospital, becauss they roalise
that the largest hospital has better appliances
and offers betto opportunitics of dealing
with many of the comnplicated cases which
come to this State hospital.

Mr. GrEpsov: Many ave scent to the Bris-
bane General IHospital because they cannct
obtain the required treatment in country
haspitals.

Mr. FERTDICKS: The hon. member for
MMurilia was unfair when he drew a comparl-
son between what the country was doing and

vhat hL saild the metropolis was pot du‘-
i would remind him that there is a big popu-
lation in the metropolitan arca, and although
not in such a bad state of congestion as other
capitals of the Commonwealth, there are
nearly 209.000 people here, who contribute
very often to the consolidated revenue sums
of monev for services in the electoral district
of Murilla, which services do not earn enough
revenue for the upkeep.

Mr. MORGAN :
one?

Mr. T'TRRICKS Off-hand, T would say an
office like that of the clerk of petty sessions.

My. Mogrean: It is self-supporting.

My, FERRICKS: Is the railway line from
Miles, further out, self-supporting? In every
electorate in Queensland there are some
vices which are self-supporting and scme which
are not. Refercnce has also been made to the
baby clinics which have been established in
the metropolitan area. I think the hon.
member for Rockhampton very foreibly

[5 p.m.]

v,

Can the hon. gertleman name
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showed us the exccllent work that had been
achieved. It shows a very poor spirit when
hon. members opposite object to the establish-
ment of this splendid system, because it is
on a small scele. The scheme cannet be
made gencral in its application all over the
State at the present time. Kvery institution
must have a commencement.

Mr. MoreaNx: Why not sta
most needed?

My, FERRICKS: The p
should be commenced is vn
greatest need for its op"at;on
quoted by the hon. member for Rockhampton
prove that the congested areas are the proper
plices to make a commencement., If we
followed out the suggestion of the hon. mem-

rt where it is

Eﬂ—.

ber for Murilla and established clinies
throughout Quecnsland wherever one was
required, 1t would be a huge undertaking.

It would be far better to work along the
lines laid down in ths Home "Sccereta
proposals for the establishment of maternity
wards in hospitals and the blishment of
the bush nursing scheme.

2ir. MoRrgaN:
think the
have bee

Does not the hon. gentleman
t the bush nursing scheme should
staried first?

FERRICKS: The Home Secretary,
pr to his illness, cutlined his Intention
in the celumns of the daily Press. It was
woll known to evervbedr what was in the
mind of the Minister and the mind of the
Gevernment in that connection. Tho estab-
lishment of buby eclinies is on the lincs of
humanitarian reform.
Mr. Morean: No one objects to it.

Mr. FERRICKS: The hon, member cavilled
at the expenditure because there is rot a
general application of the scheme.

Mr. Moreay: Noj; I said that the Govern-
ment should have started the bush nursing
scheme first.

The BecrETARY ror 2Mixes
ready.

RSN

The Bill is now

Mr. FERRICKS: In the “ABC of
Queensland  Statistier 7 it i= shown that
Queensland has the highest birth rate of

any State in the Commonwealth. That is
something which we can welcome, because,
ne matter how enthusiastically one may advo-
cate immigration or increased population,
there 1s no gainsaying the fact that the
Australian immigrant 1s the best immigrant
of all. The last statistical ycar disclosed
that Queensland had 27.58 per cent. of births
per 1,000 of the mean population. Is it not
very desirable that we should seek to preserve
the life of all those infants? When we read
the almost terrifying reports in connection
with the high mte of infant mortality in
other large cities, is it fair that hon. mem-
bers opposite should complain of the expendi-
ture on these institutions in Brisbane?

Mr. Monrcan: The mortality
the cities.

Mr. FERRICKS: That is an ab:olute refu-
tation of the hon. member’s own contention
that baby clinics should be established in
remote portions of the country. The cbject
to be achieved is a big one. “Tha scope for
work is groat, and all “eform of that nature
cannot be undertaken at once. If the Govern-
ment are successful, as I think they will be,
in consummating their scheme for the launch-
ing of the bush nursing scheme, the attach-
ment of maternity wards to country hospitals,

Mr. Ferricks.]

is higher in
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and the extension of the baby clinic system,
we shall be able to claim that the Govern-
ment are indeed making a very strong effort
to deal with sickness and the general health
of the community. When the Government
launch a scheme of rcform on any lines, I
think those who are desirous of criticising
the Government very often do not make due
allowance for the long distances to be
travelled in this State. Qucensland is a land
of grcat distances, and if the Government
cannot accomplish that which is desired in
the course of one session or two sessions, the
least we can cxpect from those who cannot
see ey to eye with us politically is whole-
hearted support of any propc<al which aims
at the welfare of the people as a whole.

Mr., G. P. BARNES (Warwiek): Tt is
marvellous how ecasy it is to attach blame
to a community for doing or not doing a
certain thing. 'The hon. member for South
Brisbane has attempied to attach blame to
the people of Brisbane.

Mr. FErrIcKs: To one section,

Mr. . P. BARNES: How on carth he
or any other man can decide which section
is to Dblame 1is beyond the ken of the
ordinary mortal. The hon. member was
very ready to attach blame to the people of
Brisbane, and he indicated that it was simply
a matter of retaliation because the Labour
Government had taught nationalisation, and
therefore the people have put their hands
in their pockets and kept them there. There
may be a good deal in that. But what is
the use of just hanging vour thought upon
that particular aspect of the question? The
only right thing to do in this case is to put
your linger straight upon the people them-
selves.  The Labour Government, immedi-
ately they came into power, talked national-
isation, and thought it was their bounden
duty to cducate the people in that dirvection,
and now they are reaping the rewarid. We
are reaping the disadvantages following their
pernicious teachings in that direction. 1In
order to prove the truth of this you have
only to take the figures for the years 1914-15
and comparc them with the figures for the
year 1921-22. While some hon. members are
very cager to applaud the extra amount
which has been expended upon charities,
it is mnccessary to search a degree further
than that. We find, on looking at the figures
in connection with this vote, that in 1914.15
the expenditure amounted- to £179.978, ag
against £290,188 last year, or an increase
of £110,210. The people have been educated
to be indifferent, and, instead of being urged
and encouraged in every possible way to do
their duty towards charitics, they are being
discouraged, because the poliey of the Go-
vernment has been towards nationalisation.

The SecRETARY FOR MINES: We were com-
pelled to take over the Brisbane General
‘Hospital.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I have just stated
why the Government were compelled to take
over the Brisbane General Hospital. Tt was
due largely, if not almost entirely, to the
trend of the tcaching of the party opposite.
They were compelled to take over the Bris-
bane General Hospital because they gave it
out that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to nationalise hospitals.

The Secrerary FOorR MINES: If we could
afford it, we would nationalise the whole of
the hospitals throughout the State, and they
should be nationalised.

[Mr. Ferricks.
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Me. G. P. BARNES: I do not think the
Government can afford it. Although we have
viewed the waste of money by the millions,
I would very much have preferred that
a large proportion of that money had been
wasted as a result of the nationalisation of
hospitals than in many of the directions in
which it has been wasted. If you go through
the Treasurer’s Table C, you wili find that
in 1914-15 the amount spent on outdoor relief
was £5,870, while last year it was £177,019.
In that connection you have the same influ-
ence at work.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
of the sick.

Mr. G. P, BARNES: There is no need
to characterise the men I have referred to
as sick men; they may be sick in the direc-
tion of neot desiring work. The Governmens
have carried out a pernicious policy, and,
instead of giving these men work, they have
given them doles.

The CHAIRMAN:

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I state emphatically
that the hon. membeyrs who occupy the Go-
vernment benches to-daz are simply reap-
ing what ther have sown. They have dis-
couraged at cvery turn the idea of men
being responsive to the call of charity, and
they have educated people in a different
direction. 1 am not going to relieve the
residents of Brisbane of their responsibilities
in this matter. They have failed igno-
miniously to respond, as other towns have
responded, to the calls of charity. In almost
overy other town in Queensland the people
have provided funds to carry on their hos-
pitals. If the hon. member for Murilla
spoke about the small community in his
electorate, he would tell hon. members that
the hospital there has been very generously
supported. In my own_ town there is no
troukle in regard to the upkeep of the
ambulance and the hospital. They are sup-
ported to the full, and there should be no
trouble in DBrisbane. The real trouble in
Brisbane is that they have been too near
the seat of Government, and, unfortunately,
those who should have been responsible for
carrying out organisation work have failed
entirely. One has only to remember what
took place in the old days in the city of
Brishane. I remember the davs when Mr.
William Reid was the secretary of the
srishane Hespital, and the fine organisation
that he was responsible for. There was no
trouble then. and if you tell e that we
are living in different days, and that people
cannot now be found to do this work,
then I say I cannct believe it. We have in
Brisbane to-dav a body of men and women
who are constantly endeavouring to raise
money for charitable purposes. All that is
necessary is to organise the very fine service
which is at your disposal.

Mr. Giepsox: What
referring to?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do not know who
they are in particular, but I am rveferring to
those ladies who have been doing Red Cross
work, and the women who only last Friday
did excellent work in connection with the
of funds for the Mater Miseri-

We took care

Order !

women are you

raising 1 >
cordize Ilospital. They have been doing
similar work nearly every week, and, if

they are properly organised, the money will
come in. 1 feel sure it will It is no
credit to Brisbame to be in the rear in
responding to the calls of charity. They
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may do it in the odd shilling or so, but in
the bigger donations they are completely
behind,  They are not on a level with the
fine work which is being done in the coun-
try. I could name many people in Warwick
who, if they were transferred to Brisbane,
would bring about such a change in the
attitude of the Brisbane people, in the diree-
tion of giving to the hospitals, as would com
pletely surprise the community. It is a
matter of organisation, and the people would
be organised, and be ready to respond when
they were called upon. It is time the people
realised their duty in this respect. We have
a right to have an example set by the cities
where the wealth of the country is located,
instead of the lead being taken by the
country districts, I hope the day is not
far distant when things which have been
so pernicious in their ¢ffect will be cleared
away, and that the people will find the
blessing of charitable giving to be once more
in evidence in their midst,

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Horgan): I desire
to congratulate the hon. member for Warwick
on his outspokenness. In quoting figures he
dﬂehberatoly levelled a charge agamst this
Government for the expenditurs of years
previeusly as against the expenditure of to-
day. 1le has had the courage to state openly
what his friends on that side have been
charging us with. That is in connection with
the form of extravagance we hear so much
about. We f{ind from the report presented
to the House in 1913-14, that the expenditure
for hospitals and charitable insiitutions was
in the vicinity of £160,821, as against an
amount on the Kstimates to-day of £242 687.
I make no apology for the increase in the
vote, or because the present Government have
for years past claimed that the expenditure
on the hospitals which attend to the men in
farge centres like Brisbane, who fall by the
way in sickness, and whose remuncration for
the work thoy do is so small that they cannot
provide against sickness, should be a charge
upon the funds of the State. I for ome
regret that we have not yet been in a position
to carry out our policy.
~ Mr. Moreax: There has Leen a large
increase in the wages of the hospital siaffs.
That does not show that sick people are being
neglected.

Mr. STOPFORD : I am coming to the time
when we have said that it was not fair to
sweat the workers in these institutions, and
we have given them an cight-hour day. Does
the hon. member think that we can give
effect to these reforms witheut showing a
large-vole on tho Iistimates for the:e insti-
tutions?

W

r. G. P. Barses: The people weuld have
given that amount if they had been dealt
with properly.

Mr. STOPFORD : The hon. member has a
very short memory. I remember an appeal
which was mad= In past years in this House
by the people who told the soldiers that
nothing would be too good for them if they
returned, and I believe that less was sub-
scribed to the fund for our Queensland V.C.
than was given to a fund put forward by Mrs,
Wienholt for sick dogs and lame hors:s,
Those are both honourable objects; but I
claim that no hon. member opposzite will say
that an appeal to the peoplc of Brisbane on
behalf of the industrial scldiers would be
responded to when the men who went across
to fight for what we wers told was the main-

gi
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tenance of our British institutions have been
ignored, and are to-day playing in a band
in the streets and sending round the hat for
contributions. I was making the point when
I was interrupted that we reasonably claim
as a Government that every penny of value
that is added to the unimproved value of the
land in Brisbane and iu other centres is
brought about by the industry of the com-
munity. We claim that the hon. member for
Warwick, who is the representative of a
large firma which started business recently in
the Vailey, did not set cut without the know-
ledge that the Valley is a centre of popula-
tion, and that it is the people who are living
there who are going to make their business a
success. We claim that cvery penny expended
in the State must reflect itself in the pros-
perity of every landowner in the m-tropolitan
area, because every penny expended on rail-
ways or on any public institution adds to the
unimproved value of all the Jand within the
State. We reasonably claim that, as the great
mass of the people wlio are creating that
value arc unable to maintain single-handed
their charitable institutions, and while those
who are reaping the unecarned incrament
derived from the industry of the people are
not prepared to respond in a proper manner,
the Government would be justifi~d in saymng
that their first responsibility is to sve that the
hospitals are maintained upon the most
modern lines, and that the question of allocat-
ing the expeuse must be a sccondary con-
sideration. The hon. member for Wa.rwwk
asked the hon. member for South Brisbane
if he had not made a charge against a certain
sontion of this communits, 1 claim that the

Brisbane can support

hon. member for South B 1
that charge from the fact that in every
industrial centre in Queensland the State has
never been asked to come fo the stance
of thuic institutions. Through the i period

ihat the Mount Morgwn mine was c;c:—;?d
down, it has never been neccssary 1or the
State either to nationalise that hospital or
close its doors. All the time the Mount

Morgan mine was closed down it nelv B
necessary for the Government to a 11‘»]16 that
responsibility. I am pleased to think that an

institution like the Brisbane Geoneral Hospital
is of value to every individeal in the Stet:.
have mys-if been able to bring paticuts from
Mount Morgan for special treatment u;‘hhat
instituticn, and they returned to 1\1(1)L11'_’1t
Morgan after having ben:fited {rom tneir
treatment here. Thoso who reap the greatest
onclt from the General Hespital in Br
Lane are, in many instancss, people who do
not reside in the State at all.

Mr. MoRre:N: Do you mean Jack Wren?
Mr. STOPFORD : The hon. member knows
something about that. I know that there are
manv men such as Jack Wren and others,
who have done nothing to promote the pros-
perity of the State beyord investing their
moncy in gilt-edged land speculations, who
arc contributing nothing 1o the State beyond
their land taxation, and who do not subscribe
to the charitable institutions in the State.
contend that the policy of ths Government
in saying that the sick, the wak, the old,
and the afflicted shall be the care of thne
State, and that in the large contres of popula-
tion where the young mother has not got
10s. 6d. to hand to a doclor every time some
symptom appears in her child which alarms
her, that mother shall be abla to go where
she can get expert advice in her trouble,
the right policy to adopt. The hon. mcroer

Mr. Stopford.]
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for Bluriila stated that baby clinics should
start in the country.
Mr. Monrean: I said bush
baby clinic:
Mr. STOPFORD: In a L
Brisliane you may live in the same house for
six months and not know the people who are
i vmg on the flcor benecath. lhmc is not the
b(md ‘bet‘.xoen familics in the
. A young
hrr in ona r\f our flats hme may have a
4 on the po cint of convulsions, and may
kavs no one she can appeal to but there is
not & wemen in s country dist who would
not ”‘L aL her d spo,a] to rewder her u(7v1(m
ez That is why 1 am of opinion
clinies are go good in areas like
vizshane and ar - such a honelit to the peoplo
The Governmwent have had a definite pm]cv
w xHx regard o the homu s, and they gave
: to that policy as far as they were ablo
oy were thwarted by the cfforis of those
n constituted the JA.ﬂJrJU ¥ in the
mber. I am cne of these who
Iselieva that we have got to offer nio
p.m.] apology for having waticnalized
the Brisbane General Hospital, If
wo ha\‘o ’ro offer an apologv at all, it is

nursing—not

ge centre like

hoom > have not had luck encugh to say
(}1t would nationalise every
n khe State, and demand a fair
: the upcarned incroment that i
ool f’. 1n'.o the pockets of people who are
lu"')“a on the industry of other pwl)]e and
the nubhc money expnded by the State,
© MENBERS : Ilear, hear !

OR ’ﬂzmlam): After listening
=5 of the last two hon., membs
wve been wondering whether it is not
out of Brisbene if the prople
'+ a hard-hearted, close-fisted
those two hon. members would like
believe the residents of the metropolis are.
My. BroprorD: Read the * Digge
Appeul ” in every issue of the * Courier,
and that will give you your answer.

Mr. TAYLOR:

are conceid ed
f

time
here

lot as
to

So far as the ©

uhf men who ¢

w o it. I can
m“'nbel to o1 digger ”’ in
own olectomt& He cauie from the war
mnus a leg and mi an arm, but he is not
playing a band in the street. He has a wife

d two children, and he is doing all right.
He has never looked back since ho came back
from the war. It is all very ﬁnr\ for hon.
meimbers to t’l”( auour ¢ in that

¥ The charges made in th Chamber

the liberality 0% the of Bris-
are sbsolute unfoundz 1 untrue,
at the number of hoﬂnmh we h:we in

thi

anc ro-dav. Apzrt from the Brishance
i spital and the Children’s Ilospital,

ave th" Mater Mliserisordia 3 tal.
We have a big hospital beirg built in Ann

st Martin’s Hospital—at a cost of
{ We have the Lady Bowen Hospi-
tal. the Lady XIusgrave Hospital, and the
Lady Tamington Hos spital, and we have
homes innumerable all over the city. These
are all aintained by the people of Bri:bane,
who continually and constantly contribute to
the maintenance of these instituticns. The
marks apply to the differeut asylums.
been a difficulty in recent years in
these institutions, but to sav that
one class in the community is responsible for
the present position of the hospi is not
a fair statemsent of the case at There

[2fr. Stopford.
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are people who have plenty of moneyr who do
not contribute to the support of the hospitals.
There are wealthy pecple who do not con-
tribute, just the same as there are members
of the indurtrial class whoe can help but will
nui help. I have no sympathy with either

(Hear, hear!) T de contend that the
es that are bemg levelled in this Cham-
bout the want of feeling oun the part of

the people of Brisbane towards those who are
down and out are not true. When the hon.

member for Fount Morgan stated that when
women in Brisbane were in trouble or diffi-
culty they could not find another womun to

temeut which

assist them, he is making a

% not huo

Mr. SvoriomrDd : I said that in the congestsd
arcas thc woman in one flat dees not lknow
the woman in the next flat.

Mr. TAYLOR: There are thoumands of
women in the city of Brishans who have
been working for and assisting the hospitals
in all kinds of wayse, We k
who help the Lo pitals in every
direetion, and they are doing it to- (My

Mr. STOPFORD : in the
congested areas.

Mr., TAYLOR : I am not s
live in the congested ares ., but 1 am talking
ohout the devoted and s f-sacrificing band of
women who are giving their time and labour
for the ance of tha ks ale.  Ther
desnrve our bext thanks i
mount HHospital for Soldiers in my
Whe have been working in the i
that lomxf’ll over since the soldic
back? Who have been visiting that hospital
continnally and doing all they possibly conid
ist the men who have come back broken

They do not live
That is my point.

ving that they

o

electnrate,
torests of
came

to ass
in health and shattered in_bodx ? Some of
these men unfortunately will nes able to

take their places as healer cm/o”\a again.
We have a band of women in Brisbane who
are continually going out there and helping
in every way and seeing that these poor men
in the ‘mqmtal enjoy all the comforts that it

is possible for a civilised community to pro-
vide.
Mr. Storrorp: Don’t vou think that

e 5 + F
hould be the duty of the State, #nd not of

Mr. TAYLOR: I think it
the State and of the p cople fo they
can in this direstion, so that th 1)at1011‘
mav get all the necessary attention that they
deserve and which they require. Lok at
the nu.nbor of omer chm.trml“ institutions
that are being maintained in Brizbane. You
have only to Took thr ough the reports fo sce
the number. Look at the A;e,«nxﬂr‘\ Tiome
in South Brizbane. There are about 100
voungsiers in thaf institution. and it i= abro-
lu‘ﬂ\ fran from debt. That home gets £200
endowment from the Government, and the
vost of the revenue is rmade up by contribu-
tion: from outside. It is all voluutary con-
tribution aDd labour on {]m part of fh(“:x,
who as:ist in maintaining these ins itutions.
T.ook at the Magdalen Home in mv electorate
carried on by the Ronmn Catholic Church.
One can under-tand, when wou_go into these
institutions, the "‘L;le that is being carriod
on by those in charge. The Little bit of
endowment thot these institutions g
the CGovernment is nothing., If it were
oy the solf-sacrificing work and devetion of
the w omen associated with th» institutions
that I have mentioned, they would not be in

is the duty of
It
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the satisfactory position ther are in to-day

“Yet we are told in this Chamber that ‘rhe
peopls of Brisbane are hard-hearted, and
that they =re mnot prevared to (*omhbufo a
fair thing to halp and support these people.
That is not a fair charge, and, as a resident
of tho city, I resant such (,11511095 being made
st the people hern. W ben we sea the
wumber of up-to-date hospitals maintained
by the people of Brisbave, I think it is a
credit +5 them. IIght down to Sonthpoit
and Tveed 11""(]3 there is no hospital, and all
tie patients from that district come to ihe
Brisbane hospitals. ¥or many yoars it was
the same with the districts slong the North
Coast line. Therc was no hosp: beteeen
Brishane and Gympie, and all the patients

came to Drisbane. Recoutly a h\” rtal was
opened at Beerburru a, but prior to that all
the pe 2s went to the Bri Dbane end Gim-

pie h(;\pualu The hon. memboer for 7
Morgan adinitted this aftornoon that pat

uig

cante from his electerate to the Brizbans
Ge.xoml Hospital to take advantags of the
ial {reatment offerving heve.
g SrosroRrD:  That is why the Stats

hould maintain the hospitals,

My, TAYLOR: So far as the hospitality
vosity of the Brisbano people are
oneerned, they are deing their fair sharve,
It 43 auite true that mant of the countr
hospiials have a memt balance, and they arc
to ke commended for that. ou look
through the “cpoxts of these 101, vou
will find that the fair-minded men plaz the
game and contribute freely to ¢ their hospitals,

©

and vou will find these contributions como
more from the wealthy elazses than ﬁom those
who ars net wezlthy

My, FERRICKS: Don’t you think they should
give a little more?

Mr. TAYLOR : I think ther should, but
the charge made by hon. members opposite
that t} en do nob contribute at all is not

é and should not be made in

(hJ rge,
Cl dﬂ‘ H
Mr. FERRICRS

You put the weslthy section

on the same basis as tun working ¢
Mr TAYLOR: I do not put tzem on the
ame basis at all.

Ar. STOPYORD :

.

If everyone congributed a

little, it would be easy.

Mr. TAYLOR : Quite casy. 1 quite re
that if cverrone contribubed a little, #s the
hon. gen ] thmo would kb
troubla at all. U'nox.u“]m v,

net do his bit, and other people have to make
up for the deficiencies of such perscns. If
woe edn get at those who will not do their
bit, I say, “ Do o, ecvery time, because
the sick and the poor ave a just charge on
the whele of the community. That has been
recognised, not only in the present time,
but by all Governmeats. The old work-
house system, cruel as it was, was an attempt
to deal with the problem, and it is only by
croluti and the interchange of ideas and
thought that impmvemo"ts have come about,
Impmxomults vill continue to come about,
and I feel sure fnu the pocple in the metro-
politan area are not the people to see the sick
and saffering lying in the streets or wanting
m any way. They are prepared at all times
o do their utmost to sce *hat they get all
the care and attention they descrve.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I have been
rather astonished to hear the remarks which
have fallen from some hon. members during
this debute, because I deprecate any element
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of antagonism bstween country and city,
puhlcularlv in these ma“w Where the
sick and suffering are to be ca :d for wo
should not cavil at anything thai is done fo
help or alleviate. 1 rose more particularly
to hv to remove from minds of hon.
members some doubts as o the organisation
of the Sick Children’s Huspital in “Brishane.
noble

L1
tne

It is not a national institution, A
body of women were associated with the
institution and were deing a wonderfully

but, unfortunately, they we ore
1inst the tough proposition’ that nurses

quarters and other additions were cssenfinl
to the proper conduct of such an institution,
and they could not find the moner which was
required. At the present {ime another
committee i= in charge, and—I happen to be
able to speak with authority—i have never
had the good Lorhmo to be associated with
as fine & body of werkers as has been my tot
to associatc with on that committee, It \m,
only nesessary to walk through thu wards
and see the poor unfortunate lit ttle oaes thore
to realise that all that 83 po sible was being
done to relicve their sickness and ncressities.
show that the efforts of

excellent work,

of that committen

have not been unaveiling, snd that the wells
of charity have not been altegether dried
up in the o of Brisbuve so far ax

the
Children’s Hospital is o ed, in to-day’s
‘ Brishane Courier 77 there 1s an annou
ment that £5.489 17s. 2d. has been reculved
by wer of voluntary contribution, d last
\ more than that wss taken from the
pockets of the people in the city. But that
i» net the only nstitution that has to be kapt
by the pno'ﬂﬂ in the city area. s the leader
of the tionalist party e nnt(\d out, o‘rh s
i ons are douz, wonderful work. We
Lady Bowen. the 3Mater DNMiseri-
cordiw, the Lody La mingt >n hospitals, and
other institutions which ot a small endow-
ment {rom the Gmornmeut and ave pmct'-
cally dependent on the money reeaived from
the good people of the commuunity, and 1
am not going to ullow any hon. member to
traducs the noble } bodx of women who have
done good work.

Lr C') LINS © Not one v
t them.
I‘LEAXW'ELL: I was astonished at the
remark of my friend the hon. member for
Warwick that he wished that he could
transfee the ladics of Warwick to Brisbane.
(L r.)
oURFLE MEmEBER: Not the ladi

Mr. MAXWELL: I understeod the hon.
member to convey that he wished the people
working in W arwick in conncction w1th the
hospit tal could be transferred here.
that the wovkers of Brisbane will ot Zive
place to the workers of any other place in
Guesnsland.

My, B : We want a few public-
spirited men like the lale Jacsh Horwitz,
who died in (_xG‘“l’D'lIlV and left a large sum
to the Warwick ITospital.

T

rd has been said

:

Mr., MAXWELL: A great number of
people have done similar things for our
(Gieneral Hospital,  All you have to do to

know the number of persons who have con-
tributed to the upkeep of the Brishanc
General Hospital is to search its archives.
The statcment has besn made that people
ave got their backs up hecause a Labou
h got th bacl 1 Labour
Government contro! the rcins of power. I
have a higher opinion of the people of Bris-
bane than the hon., member for Sou

I than the 1} 1 f South
risbane, who made the sugsestion.
Brisbene, wl de th girest

My, Herwell.]
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Mr. FerrickS: I have a great idea of the
hatred of the anti- Labou rites of Brisbane.

Mr. MAXWE LL Take the assistance that
has been given by various commitieces, for
instance, during the war—the Red Triangle,
the Red Cross,

Mr. Corrins: The “ Red Flag”

Mr. MAXWELL: If I were riding down
the street and saw a red flag, I would turn
down another way, because where the red
flag is therc is dangcr The amount of
money raised for those organisations has
been enormous.  Although I am the repre-
sentative of a city electorate, I am just as
keen as hon, members on the other side for
the proper care of our sick and suffering.
I realise the truth of what was said by the
hon. member for Murilla about bush-nursing
and the assistance which the e tablishment
of such homes would give to those grand
women who have gone out and blazed the
track in the bush,

The SECRETARY romr DIINE
advocated it because he kney
to do it.

Mr. MAXWELL: ven supposing the
Government are going to do it, their hands
are strengthened if they get the assistance
of members on this side of the Chamber.

t only goes to prove that the wells of charity
are not dried up, and that members on thc
(Jovculment side do not possers a monopoly
of kindly feelings,

Mr. Ferricks: They are

2. MAXWELL: I do not
into " holts 7 with the hon. m

My, Frprioxs:
class you represent.

Me. MAXWELL:

He merely
we were going

not sn biaszsed.
want
ciber.
I am talking about the

to get

When I read the lists
of contributions made to the various charit-
able orgamnisations and associations, I sne
that practically the ba1110~pc<mm are giving

all the time. The peeple who will give
have to give. The (,h.«mmun in his con-
neetion with various committoes, hes seen the

same group of people ¢ve time working
for the uplift of the conurunity. Seaue
 We not  suitable at  kind
work, bur we ave quite *n(‘)m\d 10
financially.’ No apoeal has over bfe\n made
in vain tn tuC _people of Brighane., 'The hon.

member im Morgan stre -;(‘,1 a point
tion 1y the d.l’loll.h of mon:

iked for to ass
kitow a

t Victoria Cros
number  of  publie-

winners, T

spirited v who  awid when  that
pad $%We henve no right to
2y avour of v

the

fshed

1‘11]‘¥‘; b

Dinting
Jrder, or the A«Iluta;y Modal s
4
they wers nore fortunate than their
RICKS : They did not di
v left them «li in want.
Tr. MAXWRLL: An oppor
given ﬂ,os people to aw=sist the
thnm elves,

Mr. STOPFORD :

19

Are there any distressod
* Diggers

MAXWELL: I am sorry to sag there
are. I am glad to say that the woaderful
band of women and girls who were azsociated
with the comforts fund when the bogs wer
at the {front are now avxsociatm ith us
on committees to try aund do somcthing fo

@

make the home comforts a little bit better
than they are.
I want to impress upon hen.

5
mensbers
that we in the o

cities realise as mwuch

[8r. Maxrwell.
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the men in the country that it is neccssary
that more comforts should be reccived by
those in the country than the people in the
city are getting, because the opportunities
of receiving them are greater in the city
than they are in the country. I hope that
any thought which might have existed in
the mind of the hon. member for Senth Bris-
bate that the wells of charity have altogether
deied up so far as the Children’s ho:mtml
is concerncd will now be re

Mr. FERRICK The wells of politicul pre-
judice are brimming over.

My, EDWARDS (Yarargo): I regrst that
party fecling has been brought into the
discussion, as we could well discuss a guestion
like this without mt‘“ouucnm party feeling.
I am absolutely satisfied that amongst the
workers, the rich people, or any claws, when
it comes to charity, there are good and bad.
We should be proud eof the band of women
workers who ave connected with the charit-
able institutions throughout this and the other
Statea My sisters, having taken up nursing,
give me full know,edge of the great sacrifice
made by nurses throughout the length and
breadth of Ausiralia. »\1-v man in qu‘vc jife
should assist the bands of workers—particu-
larly the nurses—who go out and give prac-
tlcailv their lives for the purposes of assisting
the \IC and those who are in need. It is nof
cur duty to introduce class distinctio Les
us try to bring the people together as one
body in the interest, not alone of the charit-
able institutions, but of tho who are m
rneed—those who are suffering. those unfor-
tunates who were maimed and wounded at
the war. Class distinciions =hould not be
brought into the matter.

rioved. .

My, CouLixs: You admit that there ave
class distinctions?

3, BDWARDS: Yes, unfertunately. The
hon member for Bow il om ke him

are reaponsible largely for it. That has hed
:l ot ! do with “the falling off of contri-
to the different publie mstitutions,
duty of evs public man to {ry
and kill that, and sce Hm the prople work
torether a3 one body. « and those

women connected with Uro
ofth cuch movements  durin; o the
xnuﬂ ne went into the danser zone w

in their hand, and gave their
orkers’  wives and  daughter:
Wives ar‘f’t daughters, working
in the interssts of the sic
1 hope that bush nurs
on wherever ()ppo!"tumt
hat the st will b
country  drs 3
re2 to chari
hig Chamber,
it.
The SECRETARY FOR
‘(‘-Icrtors got £3,000 out
leet,”

carried
I hope
10 everw
when 1t
re ail one in

i,
table matters, we
no mautter on which

.
T

side we

"

Mr. BEDWARDS: T am v
hospitals and the nurse

preud of the
in my c¢leciorate.

The SECRETARY TFOR ,:’—\ul‘x(IAL'"(RV‘ Do you
object to that form of assiztance?

Mr. EDWARDS: Ye I think that we
could have a vory much bettios meihod of

assisting the hospitals, My suggestion ds
to bnn(‘, the people together in one bedy,
not continually divide them bz the intro-
duction of party feeli On the one hand
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we hear that the workers pay the whole of
the money. It is time that that sort of
talk was dropped. We would then get over
the difficulty, and would not vequire to have
a “ Golden Casket” to raise funds

Mr. WARREN (Murrumbi): We have good
hospitals in the country. In the electorate
which 1 represent there is a hospital very
much harder to maintain than a hospital in
any other part of the country. 1 am refer-
ring to the Beerburrum Hospital. Last year

the Home Serretary was good

[7 pm.] enough to advance £300 from the

“ Golden Casket” fund« for the
benefit of that hospital. [ desire to bring
the matter before the Home Secrctary again,
so that he may come to the assistance of that
institution. The hospital is situated in the
returned soldiers’ settlement, and the largest
portion of the contributions will come from
that settlement. Most of these settlers arc
in a small way, and thercfore are not in a
position to contribute in a way that older
settlers are able to do. The hospital is well
manned and is everything that a country
hospital should be. It has a splendid doctor
and has a good staff, and is deing really
good work.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do not wani
to interrupt the hon. geatleman, but I would
point out that £350 will be advanced from
the “ Golden Casket ” funds this year for
the benefit of that institurion.

Mr. WARREN : On behalf of the returned
soldiers‘in that settlement. T must thank the
hon, gﬂntlcmdﬁ for the advance that is pre-
posed to be made. I am ot malong any
complaints. 1 agree with the hon.
for Nanango that we can drop psvty mvhwa
and party business when dealing with our
sick and afflicted. T hope that the Lospitaly
throughout Queenaland will also benefit, and
that thw will continue their good work.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswick): 1 am not satis-
fied with the representation on most ok the
hospitel committees. A number of hon.
merbers have mentioned that employees in
the different distriets (’ontug uted to the
upkeep of the bospitals. T stom obtains

in the Ipswich distri ital has
always beon in & good po > of the
support ¢f the residents an e of the
continued support by cmp oyews, who con-

tribute on the basis of one panny in the £1
from their \»dqm That svstem has resulted
in a continual supply of fuan coming into
the hospital. Although the employces from
the mines, from the railwa from the butter
factorics, and other indusiries in the districh
contribute to the funds, there is not one
representative of the cmployoes on that hos-
pital coinmittece. The whole of the members
of the commhtw are appointed by subseribers

of £1 and upwards. An endeavour was
made to got some representative of the
workers on the commlttm but it was pointed

cut that the Act would not allow 1it, and

that only subscribers of £1 and upwmds
could have a vote for the clection of the
committee. The came thing was pointed ont

in connection with the a.nbnldnce brigade;
but the ambulance brigade iz in a different
position, as there are representatives of the
railway employees and miners on the com-
mittee, and they are doing good work in
connection with it. The Ipwmch Hospital
has always been in a fairly good position,
ut, like other hospitals, 1t was hlt very
hard by the increased cost of living
and increased maintenatnice fees since the

[31 Avcust.]
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commencement of the war, and their
expenses went up  enocrmously. They
were compelled to engage two medical

practitioners instead of one as previously,
and on account of the better conditions that
were given to the nurses—and rightly so—
an increased number of nurses was necessary,
and the maintenance costs went up consider-
ably, and the whole expenditure of the hos-
pital increased out of bounds. I do not hold
with the method of financing the hospitals
through the ¢ Golden Casket,” 50t the trea-
surer of the hospital told moe that the meney
that was received from the * Golden Casket”
was very acceptable, and that it kept them
out of debt

I would like to know from the Secretary
for Minces whether there is to be any pro-
vision for the ecstablishment of maternity
wards at the different hospitals. I want to
see something done in ‘hat connection. The
Ipswich 1iospital provides for the sick, and
the comumittee also have control of epxdcmlcs
in eonjunction with the local =authorities
around the district; but they, have not so
far been able to do anything in the way of
establishing a maternjty ward. In Ipswich,
as in other towns and cities in Qucensland
vwhere the maternity cases are treated in
private hospitals, the fees are so heavy that
theze hospitals cannot be taken advantage of
by the workers, and we would like to see
some special consideration given to the
Ipswich and other hospitals which are wish-
ful of establiching maternity wards, It was
tound necessary at the Ipswich Hospital to
obtain an up-to-date X-ray plant, so that it
would be poq,mlu to gei the N-ray photo-
graphs taken at the hospital, and the cost of
that plant was something like £1,500.
Altlicugh the miners contribuio at the rate
of ¢ne penny in the £1 of their selurics, they
gave a direct donation of £25 for the purpose
of obtaining the X-ray plant.

The 1\001).0 th
their ordinars

heve subseribed over and above
contribntions somecthing like
£1.400 ox i,l 500 last year, by means of
which they were enabled to get the Xeray
plant in: alled free of debt.  That shows
that in that district thic people arce doing
their best to keep up theiy hospital withous
any assistance from the Government, and
without the Government having to take over
the hospital like they had to do in Brisbane.
I am not objerting to the Government taking
oxwr the Brisbane Geuneral Hospital, as I
think they have done the right thing in doing
so, not only because of the people in the
metropolitan  district who require to uso
that hoipital, but on account of the number
of people from outside districts who use
it.  Although Ipswich is nc¢t too far away
Brizbane, and we have there two of
> best medical men you can get, and who
are Iookcd up to for their ability, and wwo
ave a good nursing staff and are able to
take care of ordinary patients, yet it has
been necessary for the Ipswich Hospital to

send  patients to the Brisbane General
Hospita] for treatment by specialists. Those

patients have been able to get special treat-
ment at the Brisbane General Hespital which
they would not have been able to get if that
hospital had been closed through lack of
funds. I am rot objecting to anything that
we have to contribute towards the upkeep
of the Brisbane General Hospital.

I would like to draw the attention of the
Home Secretary to the ambulance brigades,
who are doing excellent work in Qucensland.

Mr. Gledson.]
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Where the hospitals are not avajlable the
ambulance brigade are sometimes able to do

exceptionally good work,  The ambulance
brigades are not treatrd as liberally as the
They only get helf the subsidy

e

which the hospitals get. The rubs dv for hos-
pitals is £2 for £1, and only £1 for £1 is
allotted to the ambulance br ades. Homoe of
the smbulance brigades have teen buit up by
special efort, by running concerts and balls,
and in other ways, which talke up a certsin

amount of time In organisation. The
brigades have not always TBeen able to get
n)ocxal organisers for the parpose, and thor

have in & T eﬂt number of cases had to
put on spoeial collectors to go round and
raise moner. They have ne beefl able
get  sufficieni  money o pul\,na~e

appliances ther require. T hold a certificatoe
for ﬁyuai';} in councetion with smbulane
work, and I have taken a great interest i
the work of the 'Lmb'l]a*l(v brigades, T}le
ambulance men are often calied uwp in the
mldd]e of the mght to uiﬂnd cases when
doctors cannct go. T mywelf have had to get
up many tirnes in the middle of the night—
and I was glad to do it—and ring up the
ambnlance to get them to end patients to

ﬂ»n

jite)

stop hemorrhage and attend to other urgent
cases, Thai; applies to all ceriéres where
they have formed ambulance brigades, I

had an {pporiumt\ of
ambulenca brigade station in Rockhampton
not long ago. when I saw reports of the work
they have “doze there, They have gone ont
200 miles from”™ Rockhempten to bring in
patients. In some cases thew have gone out
to maternits cases, to places 60 or 70 miles
ray, taking themy  f{rom
Reckhampton.

going through the

Mrv. Vowres: That is a

in Dalby.

Ay, GLEDSON: I suppose it is a fre-
r;uont occurrence in most places where there
are ambulance brigades. I would ask the
UOVOI.JIXQH{? to take into consideration the
necessity of helping the ambulance brigades
to obtain the necessary cquipment to carry
out their work propoily Some  brigades
have been able to do it by special subscrip-
tions, but there are other brigades shich
are not able to do that. The time of the
old waggon with the old grey horsa has
gone. and 1t should not be nocessary for them
to depend on that equipment.  When people
are able to get motor-cars to ride about for
their own pleasure, the awmbulance brigades
sheuld be provided with them, so that they

daily occurrence

can bring in pat with  the utmost
despatch and comfort. I know of one
ambulance brigade in Redbank which is
strugeling alone with a horse and waggon,

and 1t is the same at Yarraman, Laidlev,
and other outside plac: T hope that the
Home qvcrntmv will be able to give some
wawistance to the ambulance br’g:ﬂo in this
direction. I do not think that therc are any
ther institutions doing more valuable work
than the ambulance brigad

3ir. 'T. R. ROBERTS (Fust Toowoomba):
The discussion this afternoon has largely
centred round the Brisbane General Hospital
and the question of the nstionalisation of
hospitals, The complaint T have had to make
agsicst the Government ever «ince 1917 is
tha,‘f hen they took over the Brishane
General I oaplml they did not make provi-
sion for financing it (m sida of the geﬂor,z}
reveniie of the Stste. T quite admit ‘rnuf in
1917 the people of Brishane were uot doing

[#r. Gledson.
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the tair thing by their hospital. I recognise

that the committee had made several
ttempts to carry on the institution, The
I)lellc did not respond, and as a_rvesult they

I have read
CGieneral in
General

the total
Hospital

had to tender their rrswnat'ou
the statement of the Auditor-
onnection  with the Brishane
Ho«pnal. I find that in 1917
income for the Brisbane General
was  £7,123, and the income  for 1921
arounted to £6,683. The position to-daw
is that the Government are responsible for
about £36,000, while in 1917 they were
responsible for some £20,000 only. That is a
very large sum of money. I rccognise that
asc has been causwd in various
There is an incre in the cost of the
and probably there is o considerably
er number of patients vow than was the
case in 1917, There is also an increase in
the nursing “staff.  When we look at ihe
figures, even fromw the m mnnt point of
view, they are not sati-facio: We must
have a certain resporsibility for coutrol in
connection \wfh the 3yishane  Gencral
Heapital and other hospitals.  If the vest
of r'r‘r\ hop:ta;% are going to be run con
similar lines to those on

which the Brisbane
General Hespital has been v since 1917,

s

then we are going {o be in a very sorry
position ﬁnancmh\. I hnvc here the balance-
sheet of the Toowcomba Hospital, and 1

have been comparing the figures wi th those
for t‘u Brishene General Hespital. These

fi arve aquite interest
and donations rec: Ton-
ba Hospital last
BO78. as co‘vpdrod wit

Brisbane Genersl ard to
donetions from employees. the Toowoomba
ligurc: also (’qmpaw more than favourably
with the Bri fisures,  Se hon.
merabers hmw voforred to the donations

made br employees in their respective dis-
triets, I nt to say that in Toowoomb
I have referred to this on previous cccasions
--we¢  have received donatioss from the
\vmkm‘q in the Railway Department, in the
~dries and sawmills, and also frovn the
wnes of the gener ierchants and city
They have all crrtainly responded
‘.&eH in *he matter of contributions towards
the upkecp of the Toowemnba Hospital. We
csn see from these figures thet the workers

of the Btate ave not oppesed to a tax in
connection with cur hospit
fH &
in
snough
‘A')V ‘".Yl-

in “\\(mubw
can be
their hoespitals
be made to
nba volun-

Bop-pg
go-e

ops from v amoun-
t\d to Fven scheo
Ty 11<\rv‘r‘1 £57, and b an 1 collec
s .

croditable, and,
other cities
why can
It is dld th
o Drisbane, but
+in Toowooinba,
hospital
our
maintained
LI ﬁnd that
{inlden Cas-

3,079,

hat 1s Ve

("ls do it
ro they have
dosn in

other
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The SrepeErany vor MINEY: Toowsomba got
£8.000.

Ar, T. R. ROBERTS: The Minister bas
later wes th.m I have. Toowoonba got
from ng pwuen‘ £° 719 and
£2.403. The

which are mede L\ the lom autiior
emounted to £2400 at Bris i
at Tooweomba, I want to

oniv a fai ﬂung if the Bryi

Hospital is to continue o3
ho-pital, that .*hn 3 area
shoulder these ve :

he hon, moenber for R()("{;I"iii‘.p’((}u this

the Government
e special

complicient
t he considered fo be son

1004
upon whet

consideration which he had obtained for pes-
unds

district, If rstnad the

sons in his ¥
it lies in t

rantter “1'ght refion of
the police. eoph\ who resquire speeial mod -
cal wiich they cannot get in theiv
own are entitled to frec pa W
the Bris \Aondal Heapitsl, I think thas
is the ¢ cral policy, and, if the hon. membes

for ’?nu\ haipton does not kno
as well that he should lnarn.

T do not know what the intestions of the
Crovernment are with refercnce to the busa

nursing  and  raaternity  home  proposals—
vheth far 1 : O
vhether, for instance, they intend to add
matern 11 wards to the g E ¢

ot mot; bui I think they <1,r)md give =ome

to the Mothery Hosmml in
I¢ is maintained
and by suppert from
and has an honorars
going to the sxpenic of put
5 Al “v Geseral Hos px‘aA. co
zht be given to tha ques
whether the scheme could v
cenjunctics with that hospital.
M:. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers): 1
think that Charters Towers is fortunate in
Laving one of the most up-to-date hospitals
in Quoenshnd They have there an oper-

eration
swoomba,
iptions

Before
Luilding
ticn m

ating theatre which is cqual to any in
Queensland, and an e\(’ollfmt X-ray plant.
The doctor is very popular. People from

d“ parts of North Quecensland, and some
from Southern Queensland, go to Charters
*(mm‘“ to be operated upon. Dr., O’Neill
and t‘m, nurs mg staff have a very fine record.
The X-ray plant is necessary and useful in
diagnosing miner’s phthisis. The poor un-
fortunates to whom medical men will not
grant certifieates are compelied to come from
Cloncur vy and outside districts to undergo
an X-ray oxamination. The general popu-
lation of Charters Towers, no matter what
their politieal beliefs, r(WMd it as their duty
to support the h0=p1tm1 financially, and we
have trouble whatever in that regard.
™

T'he hn~p1tﬂ has a ercdit balance. People
from other places go to that hespital, receive
treatroent, and perhaps make a donation of
£20 for an opcration which outside would
cost £50. I do not agree with that. 1
think that Charters Towers should receive
some consideration as a base hospital.
GOVERNMEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr, WELLINGTON: The hon. member
for Kennedy Wlll bear me out in saying that
1n A 1ariers '0‘ ors W ‘\‘,"V" an !

=}

41}““1" 0

w=nich 2 quite up to date in regerd to its
plant. They frequently travel as much as
109 miles over rough country. There was

a caso of a poor unfortunate woman who
had to be taken from Ewan, in tho Herbert
electorate, to Hillgrove; and a doctor had

GUET.]
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to go out from Charters Towers to Hill-
grove to attend to her. The matter was
brought before the T deral authoritics, who
"gloed to tho establishment of a telephone
’crvico to Kwan.

FRY (Kurilpa): When T eutered this
House in 1918 T forccast a set of ideas, in
vhich was included the question of bush
nursing. That is linked up with the devolop-
ment of the State. Bush nursing naturally
implies that the services ave to be rendered

t> these people who are pioneering and trans-
forming the uncultivated lands into culti-
vated Jands. 1 advocated that, and it has

dince met with general approval. 1 also
laid it down that a scheme somewhat similar
to that which I proposc to put before the
Commiitee on the present oceasion should
b followed out. I think we should have

s base training hospital in Brisbave. Centres
«uch  as  Townsville, Rockhampton, and
Roma should be controlling bases from which
the nurses would be moved round in a

cirenit from what we might term advanced
medical posts. These posts woulc not
big onovgh to suppert a2 medical prac

tioner’; but nursing sisters could be stationed
there. and facilities made available to assist
thos2 living on the outstations. 7 this

method we would have cne big svstem oper-
ating throughout the length and breadth
of the State. The nurses would be trained
at the same medicz]l base, and before they
set out it would be known that ther had the
neeessary qualifications, and were competent
to do their work. It is preferable to have
one training base, because the instruction
imparted to those nurses would then be

uniform.

At 7.30 p.m.,

Me. F. ,—\. CooPER (Bremery, one of the
pavel of temporary chairmen, relieved the

Chairman in the chaiz.

My, FRY: A standard would be reached.
and the nurses in all parts of the State wounld
have equal training. After they leave the
Brisbane training base they would be sentg
to the variou controlling bases, such as Towns-
ville, Rockhampton, and probably Roma,
and the medical officer would then arrange

for those nursing sisters to be
[7.30 p.m.] = uponwcd and become advineed

medical posts. You would have
a scheme efficiently staffed and properly con-
trolled to operate throughout the State,
Where neccessary, fresh advance posts can be
ostablished. Medical scrvice would follow
as these pioneering posts went forward. The
adoption of a scheme like this is vital to the
prosperi of the State, because many
pioncers who have taken up land have b(\nn

made to think, first of how they werce going
to get on in case of sickness or accident.
From being associated with the settlement

of returned men, I know that the grcatest
(nfhcultv m gotting these men to take up
holdings is because of the lack of faciliti
with respeet to medical service being avail-
able to their wives and families. I think
the scheme I have outlined can form the
fouﬂddtion of & big nurzing scheme which

will help to develop the State. We want
fncn to go out and taks up land, clear i,
develop it, and go in for pmducuon

The SECRETARY TOR ACGRICULTURE: What
does the hon. gentleman’s party know about

L"md?

: The Nati 0"1“‘1'\
and do not ¢ gas’

f'o-’*d deal
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We get down to the basis of the thing. I
venture to say that there is not one man in
the Nationalist party who does not know as
much as, if not more than, the Secrctary for
Agriculture about land. The scheme I have
expounded would enable the systemn of bush
nursing to be carried on. Health matters
concern every man, woman, and child, and
are matters into which party politics should
not enter. It was stated by way of interjec-
tion to the hon. member for Murilla that he
was dealing with this matter because the
Government proposed to introduce a Bill. I
fought my election on this question, and
after one of my meetings one of the strongesg
Labour supporters came to me and asked me
to explain the scheme to him, which I did,
and he said. “I think it is a verv good
scheme. I wish our party would take it up.”
. The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who was
he !

Mr. FRY: I do not believe in bringing

names into this Chamber. (Government
laughter.)
The SecreTaARY For Mixes: The Govern-

ment scheme will

provide for bush mothers
first. 1

They are most in need of assistance.

Mr. FRY : My scheme amounts to the same
thing—it includes maternity nursing for
bush mothers.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixes: The hon. gentle-
man’s scheme would not extend beyond the
city.

Mr., FRY : My scheme provides that nuars-
ing sisters will be sent out as advanced
medical posts. Does the Minister say that
that would not extend beyond the cities?
Some day we hope that they will be cities,
but that can only be brought about by the
encouragement of settlement. This scheme
will be a big factor in the development of
the State, in the building up of inland eities,
and the encouragement of inland industrial
centres. Tt is a big scheme which is part of
the Nationalist party’s platform. We can
never hope to get any recognition from the
Government, because everything that is said
53 t}xi§ Chamber has the party caste put
upon it bv the Government or their sup-
porters.  Some hon. members have stated
that party politics were being int roduced, and
the Government were being criticised.  The
Government are the managers and control.
lers for the time being of the affairs of the
State.  Opposition members represent the
reople just as much as Government members
do. As the Government are the managers
of the State’s affairs, are they not open to
criticism from all parts of the Chamber?
There are many  direetions in which the
health laws can be improved. In the scheme
I have outlined there is provision for assis
ance to the bush mother and for cstablish-
ment of baby clinics.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): It is not my
intention to contribute at any length to the
discussion of this vote. Tt has been fully
and frecly discussed by hon. members on
both sides. Reference has been made to the
condition of the Brishane General Hospital,
and a suggestion has been made that it is
tinie that the Government made some definite
attumpt to bring in some Bill for the special
purpesn of dealing with the support of the
hospitals., The question of dealing with
hospitals and providing sufficient finance is
not only a question for the big citv of Bris-
bane or the State of Queensland. One of the
aftermaths of the great war which was

[r. Fry.
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brought home, particularly to the ladies and
gentlemen connected with our various hospi-
tals, was the large increase in expenses
gencrally, due largely to the war, the high
price of drugs, and, in addition, the extra
cost due to the better conditions and increased
salaries that have becen granted to our nurses.
I do mnot think any member of any hospital
committee, or any meraber of this Committee,
or any taxpayer of the State, nc matter how
humble his position may be, will have any
objection to the best possible conditions being
provided for our nurses; and wo as a com-
munity owe a debt of gratitude to the nars-
ing sisterhood of this State and of the world
generally, and no conditions that we can give
will be too good for that band of angels—
they are nothing short of it—who devote their
lives to nursing the sick, and who must have
practically an inexhaustible supply of
pationce and kindness in order to carry out
their noble mission. No maember of this
Chamber, I am sure, will begrudge the condi-
tions which the nurses may get in this State
or in any other State.

I wonld like to call ativntion to the condi-

tion of hospitals so far as Victoria is con-
cerned, I make particular reference to that
in renly to the statements made by the hon.
member for Warwick, who proceeded to
movralise when bhe rose to address this Clom-
mittee, and said that the Government of
this State were reaping the aftermath of the
teaching of certain principles  which he
alleged this party were associated with, That
is to say, that, as a result of the spread of
Labour principles, the pcople of Brisbane
were not supporting their hospitals—in other
words, that the well-springs of charity were
drying up. What is the position so far as
Victoria is concerned, where they have a good
Nationalist Government in power, and where
the Labour party have never had the opper-
tunity of taking the reins of power excepi
for twenty-four hours on one occasion? T

" WIS
find in the Melbourne ‘“ Age an article
headed—
“ Oyercrowded hospitals. .
“ Qufferers turned away to die.
“ Problem of providing aceommoda-
tion.”

That is the position in Vicloriz, and the
Vietorian Government weve  face with
appeals from hospitals throughout that State
to find additional revenue 1.11‘01":101‘ to deal
with the question of providing additional

3 N Ay oy PR
accommodation. The Melbourne *“Age, n
dealing with the matt stated that on the
corner of overy verands and in every ward

where additional beds could be put up beds
were so put up. and in some msﬁ’r’n‘mos as
many as 400 patients were waiting tor adrm?;

sion. This is what the AMelbourne “ Age’

caid—

< At the Melbourne Hospital the nor-

mal number ¢f beds is 320—which i« only
equal to the daily average of in-patients
ton voars ago. Dy putting extra beds in
some of the \nu‘ds—\var('!«‘wdesigned to
Lold fourtcen now accommodate as many

as twenty-one—the capacity of the hospi-

ta!l has been increased to 350, and even
then the authorities declare that ten

serious cases are refused admis 3
whilst there is a ¢ waiting’ list
from

day, \

numbering 400. At St. Vincent’s
fifteen to twenty perrons arc Turned away
every day, and the hospital has now 139
in-patients, although it was designed for
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only 100. The ¢ waiting * list totals about
300.  The women’s hespital should have
201 patients, but it has many more, and
several urgent cases are refused admis-
ston daily. The Alfred Hospital has a
‘ waiting > list of 400 adults and sixty
children, and numerous refusals are a
daily occurrence,”

That is in a State where they have not had
the alleged effects of six vears of Labour
{fovernment. It is in a State where eovery-
thing 1s supposed to be prospercus, and where
you have a good Nationalist Government in
power.  What happened? As a student of
the deily Press, you will possiblz recollect,
Mr. Cooper, reading about an all-night sitting
that took place in the Vietorian Assembly
about four or five days before the last Mel-
bourne Cup was run. What for? To pass
thrcugh the House an amendment of the Act
to provide from gambling another £80,000
50 that the Treasurer of Victoria would be
able to deal with the urgent and insistent
roguosts that were coming from all quarters
—from members of the House on both sides—
in regard to additional hospital accomiuoda-
tion. The good Nationalists in Victoria had
no objection to raise £80.000 from gambling
to provide for their hospitals, set we have
hon. members opposite holdizg up their hands
in holy horror because the hospitals of this
State ave financed from the ** Golden Cas-
ket.” I quite agree with the hon. member
for Bowen when he said, *“ Let us have less
of this cant and humbug.” Tf it is right to
finanes the hospitals in Vietoria from the
proceeds of gambling, then it is right to do it
here, and I hope we shall hear less about
what this Government ave doing in Queens-
iand in this respect.

Reference has been made to the necessity
of initiating a bush nursing scheme and of
providing maternity wards in econnection with
cur various hospitals. I agree with the
attitude taken up on this very important
question by hon. members on both sides of
the Chamber. We all realise the necessity
of draling with this question; and, while I
nzree with the hon. member for Murilla that
he is entiiled to advocate the necds and
vequirements of the women who are doing
piounering work throughout the distant West
and far North, and that these women shonld
have everything, so far as it is possible to
provide it, in the shape of proper accomino-
dation when they are performing the noble
duty of motherhood, we krow that there are
fewer deaths in the broad areas of the West
and on the mining ficlds of North Queens-
land in connection with women performing
that duty than there are herc in the city,
with all their lving-in homes and with their
specially trained doctors and highly efficient
nursing staffs.  Anybody who has a know-
ledge of the conditions in the bush, #s I have,

Lorran

knows perfectly well that what I say is
correct, and that the vsst majority of
mothers have no other attendant at that

eritical period of their lives than seme kindly
neighbour who comes along and looks after
their welfare, and everything goes well with
them, possibly due to the fact that they live
nearer to nature than the city mothers, and
tn the conditions that surround them with
of sunshine and frezh air, and also
to the fact that they have plenty of exercise
in attending to their little families and the
requirements of their husbands, and in many
imstances, so far as selections and farms are
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concerned, they do a good d-al of the work
lu connectlon with the farm. So far as the
bush nursing scheme is concerned, this Go-
vernmoent or any other Government should be
prepared to do everything that is possible
to assist those women who go out into the
dlstan't parts and to guarantec to them in
that important period of their lives that
everything in reason will be provided for
them. I want to conclude my remarks by
pointing out that this iz not the only Go-
vernment who derive money from gambling
for the purpose of financing the hospitals. I
find that in New South Wales recently therc
was an attack on the Government in connec-
tion with gambling—what T.ord Macaulay, one
of the greatest writers of his time. referred
to as a spasmodic attack on morvality. The
Attorney-General of that State is bringing
in a Bill to suppress lotterics, and stop adver-
tirements in the Sydney Pres¢ giving the
results of the  Golden Casket,”” and, when
he has done that, he will probably qualify
for a halo in another place, As the hon.
member for Toowoomba remarks, he will get
a halo as big as a cart whezl, and, if he
does, somchody will be kept very busy polish-
ing it up now and again. In New South
Wales the revenue produced from gambling
amounts to £501,095, made us as follows:—
Racing clubs and association, £67,122;
Lkookmakers, £41,941; totalizator tax,
£274 213 ; racecourss admis<ion tax, £117,8189.

This is the Government who are horrified
al reading an advertisement before their
breakfass about the results of the *° Golden
Casket I”

Mr. G. P. Barxgs interjected.

Mr. KIRWAN: I think the hon. member
would keenly appreciate the emotion which
was displayed by Mr. Bavin the other night
when he brought in the Bill to wipe out
anv reference 1n the public Press to cither
“Tattersall” or the *“ Golden Casket.”

The SEerETARY FOR MINEs : Even publishing
the revults.

Mr. KIRWAN : I {rust that on this vote,
as well as on the cduvatioral vote, hon.
members will be prepared to discuass matters

without the introduction of party feeling.
I am_certain that the Home Secretary—
who I hope will be able to resume his

Ninisterial duties at an carly date—w:il nave
ty> his credit the launching of the bush
nursing scheme. If it is launched during
the term of the present Home Secretary, that
gentleman  will waut no other memorial
erceted fo him when he passes out of this life.
tle will have cstablished throughout the
length  and breadth of the State—by
the crection of the maternity wards and by
the extension of the bush nursing scheme—
something which will confer a great benefit
on  humanitv, and which will enable the
women in the outside portions of this great
State to have guaranteed to them on such
important cccasions all that medical skill and
carveful nursing can supply, in order that
they may provide for the best immigrant
of all—the Queensland-born. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): 1 agrec with
the remarks of the hon. member for Brisbane
on the question of bush nursing. 1 desire
to thank the Home Secretary for the good
work he has already done in this regard.
The bush nursing scheme has been launched,
and the Boulia Hosnital committe? have
received a guarantee from the Iiome Secre-
tary that, if they undertake the construction

Mr. Pollock.]
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of a womas maiernity the Govern- who is able to look after them. These
tent will defray the cot, of course,  women do not mind where the money comes

iz not the only place which roquires a ward
of this kind; but I think that my clecicrate
ts more urgeotly in need of ac wdation
of this kind than that of other hon.
member, becanse of the vast distance of the
various settleruents qu. the m contres
of population. connection I might
mention that the i Church has
already  decided
Py ! : ausp?
tralian L'Imxd \Iicsiou Theie people
alrcady doing good work right from Hergot
Springs* up to the Marranboy tinfield in the
Northern Tlrritory and across iuto VW estern

any

ain

hospital at
Aus-

of the

Anstralia, It stdnds to the credit m most
of the wurses in ecity cevire: that they are
able to got good nur to zo oug f') f‘{ﬁ

places and ster for a couple of yon We
find that a percentage of the girls who

these plncus under this scheme
long before they get
naturally, onc does not
that. (Laughter.) The
type of nurses who have been sent out
g0 far hasz been exceptionally good. If
this scheme is extended to rdavilic and
later on to ‘Lrandmm.o about 200 milces
from C'lom’mxv, I beliecve much good will
result. A big pha=s of this question is that
£600 was subscribed by tho people of Birds-
ville, and the L\.us‘%rdxr e Inland Mission—
which is practically a Pres mtcxm Church
pission—have decided T‘x.t th
the £600. bt ther do
“ Golden (‘ seket 7 mon }
hospital when it is erceted. D8, a8
a member of that church, 1 muw be pemuttr\.,
}‘(Jd% ar s b(}]! < oeast oab o me, in ¢y ul-
cise my Own people. I must say that a pro-
portlovx of the £600 which was raised and
given to the church in the first place was
raised by raece meetings, and cther gambling
device but. l‘rhough they do not mind
7 that money ther ave
drawing the line ot taking * Golden Casket’
have bern

go out to
are not there very
husbands, and,
blame them for

moner. T difliculty seoms to

overcomes, as the Home Secvelsry will give
them a grant esch year out of the soli-
dated revenug» to enabkle them to o on,
b the Rlinister recognites that it is

duty of ho Govermment o

provide hLospitals; and, if other people are
willing to take on that work, the Govern-
ment roalise that they ought to heln them
as far as possibie These hospitals may
later o1 be handed over to the Government
or to the people in the various centres,
provided thev =ill reimburse the Australian
Inland Mission for the money expended
for them. In many parts of Western Quecns-
land maternity wards are urgeniiv necded.
The people there do net seem to hold the

b 1
primarily  the

samo wowscristic”’ views as the people
in the cities.

At 7.55 p.m.,

The Cuarrman (Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane)

resumed the chair,

Mr. POLLOCK: To the women in West
and North Queensland it does not matter
much how the money comes bv which they
can get these conveniences. The majority
of them find that it iz a very difficult time
when a child is coming along, and, unless
they can get some sort of uccommodatlon,
they have, perhaps, to travel 500 or 600
miles to the nearest railway station, and
then 300 or 400 miles in the train, before
they can get to where there is a good doctor

[Br. Pollock.

from, or what gamble iz rcsponsible for the

raising of it, so Jong as they can get the
necessary  conveniences  Birdsrille has, so
far, no hospital. Any woman in that dis-
trict, or elsewhere in the South-western

corner of Queensland, who has to be con-
fined has to go inte the nearest hospital,
which is at Jundah, 260 miles away. There
are very few motor-cars which can travel
tlmt road, which practically consists wholly
of sandhills, and after travclling that dis-
tance there is not very much 1ccommodat10n
to be got. So far, there is not a maternity
ward at Jundah, althouvh I am hoping that
carly in the coming year a maternity ward
will be e:tablhhocl there. From Jundah to
Longreach, the nearest railway station, it
is another 210 miles. These women have o
go these distances, when, with this ¢ Golden
Cusket ” money, a decent m\te;mty ward
could casily be established in their own dis-
ict. Lh\ Home Secretary is to be com-
vded for his action in inaugurating such
a scheme. There are many other centres in
those remote districts. Boulia is 240 miles
away from \Vinton, and 90 miles from the
inus of the Northern Railway line at
bclwvn. The women ir that district have
to go to the railway line, and
then go right into town before
they can secure the services of a
doctor or a nurse. In my ecloctorate I have
{iddleton, 110 miles from Winton; Uran-
dangie, 200 miles from Clonﬂurrv; Kynuna,
119 miles from Winton; Birdsville, 500 miles
{from Longreach; and Bedourie, 140 miles
from Boulia. If we could only secure a
maternity ward in those places, with a
fully qualified nurse in charge, it would be
a great boon to the peopk in those centres.
In my opinion, the Government will have
to consider a scheme sconcr or later of
enabling a doctor to visit the far western
places bv aeroplane. The Australian Inland
Mission have already discuas ed this m.estmn
of having what they term a © flying doctor”’

to visig ‘hese distant places. There are at
least six or seven towns in my electorate
which could be served b: a doctor by means
of an aeroplane, and porhaps a pilot. The
cohome is worth considering. Mr. Kirwan,
I had the opportunity of listening to the
cxcellent speech delivered by You to-night.
I do not want to maks you blush, but I
really think it was a fine effort on your
part, (Hear, hear!) I am sure it will bear
fruit. In addition to having a maternity
ward in Boulia, where it has already been

3 p.m.]

sanctioned, I hope there will be another
ward in Jundah, and, if possible, one in
Birdsville, and one in Bedourie. It will

be money well spent, and T am sure that no
resident will object to money spent in
that direction.

J s BRENNAN (Toa“omrbq) As T amy
interested in hospital matters in Teowoomba,
T am pleased to take part in the discussion
on these Estimates. 1 may say that Too-
woomba has one of the most up-to-date
hospitals in Australia, and I suppose that
St. Vin(’mt’s Hospital can be looked on as
one of the finest hospitals in the world. I
received a letter from San Francisco, from
a gentleman who asked me to give him full
particulars of the latest designs of St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital, Toowoomba. I am sure that
there 1s no hospital like it outside Too-
woomba. With regard to the Brisbane

cneral Hospital, T think that what is




Supply.

wanted is something in connection with the
internal management. We cannot get any-
where in connection with a hospital if we
rely solelr on the doctors and matrons,
because they have no practical experience
in the administration of outside affairs. We
want all our hospitals run by committees like
that which runs the Toowoomba hospital,
and on which the industrial side is repre-
M\ntod On the Teowoomba ho-pital com-
mittee we have practical men. The previous
C()mmutee at Toowoomba corsisted of a body
of men who certainly were actzated by the
best of intentions, but they knew nothing
whatever about hospital work., All they
were concerned about was getting a report
from the doctor and a recpoxt from the
matron. They made it a sort of social club,
and, as soon as they passed the accaunts for
paviment and inaquired about each other’s
welfare, the mecting would be adjourned.
T find that the Toowoomba

"o-day you will
hospital i«a run by a committee of practical
men, including men who are engineers and
who have a Lnowlﬂdwe of the construction of
buildings, and so_they supervise these things,
and know cxactly what is required, The
result is that the Toowoomba hospital is on
a better footing to-day than cver it has
been in the history of Tocwoomba. That is
ali owing to the fact that they have practical
men on the committee. They are all ener-
getic men, and they all do good werk in
(’onnectxon with the administration of the
g . That is what we want in con-
nection with the Brisbane General Hospital.
We want a committes of practical men to
look after the internal administration.

My. KLPHINSTONE That 1s what this
Government want.
Mr. BRENNAN: If we have industrial

men on the committee, they will know what
15 required in connection with bu lding con-

truction and that sort of thing. We want a
(hange in the present admi
as the Brisbane General Hospital is concerned.

In regard to drugs, I think the Government
should ostduh:h some central depét and pur-
chase -drugs wholesale for the use of all the
hospitals in Queensland.  The wholesals
druggisis can charge their own prices for
drugs. It is no usc saying that they do not

make a huge profit on their tuynoser. The
(;0\ ermment can ¢ asily appoint zome praciical
men to puxcna%o all the drugs required for
Queensland hospitals, and by that means save
the hospitals many thou-aml: of pounds
annually. It is the purch of drugs and
lint and that sort of thing that is responsible
for expenditure in connection with hospitals.
T might draw attention to a ffmon page
report which has just bren issued by the
Toowoomba Howpital committee. That report
can be seen in the Home S(\cvetalys ofﬁca
to-day. I have no hesitation in seying that
that report should be reprinted and c"n*L out
to every hospital in Queensland. It tock us
two months to draw up that report, and we
ecmployed the best experts we could get to
do it. It gives a lot of informaticn about
hospital administration, particularly regard-
ing the c*xockmg of material and that sort of
thing. There 1s a great deal of wastr in
connection with the purchase of blankets,
sheets, linen, and drugs. The nurses some-
times become indifferent. They are only
human aft-r all, and thecy waste a good deal
of material belonging to the hospital. We
have a septic tank at the Toowoomba Hos-
pital, and we found towels down the sewer

131 Avgust.]
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and that kind of thing. If there is a proper
check kept on all these things, and no new
material supplizd until the old articles are
returncd to show that they are unfit for
further use, a lot of money could be saved
by the various hospitals. Wa will not have
any saving in conncction with the Brisbane

Gor I Hoepi ital until they adept these
methods, It is the little things that matter

in conncction with hospitals,
mount up in the course of a year. I quite
approve of the Government proposal in con-
nection with the bush nursing scheme. We
have bern promised a baby clinic in Too-
woomba, and I think that in a city of that
sizc we should have two baby clinies. Too-
woomba has a population of 26,000, and it
is wime more cousideration was gl\ en to it
We have a lot of useful homes and institutions
in Toowoomba. We have the Mothers’
Hoespital, which is one of the finest institutions
of its kind in Quesnsland. I hope that the
Minister will be able to see his way to cstab-
lish a baby clinic in Toowocombs. I hope the
Government will see that a committee is
"{)1)0‘ 1 ﬁd to look after the Brisbape General
will find that it is & op
jon. Y e have another fne
sisbane in the Mater 7\1156114
and we are going to hav
pital.  These il.stitutlons
work and should be en-
It dovs not
nner hospitals are con
they arc always doing good humany
tarian work, and should be encouraged. In
Toowoomba we do not get the xupport for
the hospital from the people who should sup-
port it. Thess people s¢y that they never
use the ho%,ntal and they should not be abktd
to support it. They say, “Why should we give
monsy 10 o hccpltal which is run by the
pm@ont committee 7’ Some of the wealthy
voomba are quite reasonable
subseribe, so we canunot include all
the  we althy in the sams crtegory. The
majority of them confrlbum to the hospital,
but we have wealthy people in Too swoomba
who will not give anything at ali to the
hospital. We have a lot of voung ladies in
Toowoomba whota I might call the \nob of
sceiety who refuse to take round the hespital
because there are certain
Labeur representatives on the committee and
it ix not now run as a social club. They will
not contribute because the old commitice
was disbandsd by compulsion. They should
not take up that attitude. They should recog-
nise that they have got their wealth, and are
able to take things casy Dbecause their
employees were ground down by hard work.
The wealthy peopls get their profits out of
the work of tho industrialists. ’T’haf is what
enables them to create wealth and live in
comfort. Their capital increases, not by their
cnergy or physical power, but by the energy
of the men who do the hard work. These
people should be grateful to the working
classes for putting them in a position in
which they are able to live in ease and com-
fort. They should subscribe :o»m,thmff for the
henefit of the unfortunate people who are in
the hospital from time to i,unc. We know that
it is the industrial class who eontribute most
of the inmates of the ho‘:p.tun. In Too-
woombs, the wage-earncrs have to raintain
themseives in the hospital. The employees
contribute very well to the funds of the
Toowoomba Hospital, but T do not think that
the workers should be asked to pay anything
at all towards the upkeep of the hospital.

Mr. Brennan.]
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it is a pity to ask any worker to subscribe,
hecause he has to pay a high fee for his
maintenance when in the hospital.

I think it is time something was done to
ecnable any person receiving less than a
certain income fo get free tloatmult at a
hospital. We know, also, what has been done
br the doctors in Toowoomba. We have in
Toowoomba, 1 suppose, some of the finest
doctors in Austldlm and we have a nursing
staf who have boen proved to be most
cfficient. I think that the committee made
a great mistake in retaining four years as
the period of training for a nurse. 1 worked
hard to get a period of three years and
three months—threo years with a holiday of
one month in cuch year. Why should a nurse
in the first six months of her training be
doing menial work, such as scrubbing ? “The
wardsmen can do that. Girls gonolallv g0
to nursing at a most important age—between
eighteen and twenty-one—and thov should net
be asked to do hard work of that nature.
That is the rveason why many girls break
do\\n in the early days of their nursing. 1f

a girl has any aptitude for nursing, she will
=how it quickly, but if ¢he has no aptitude
she will stay there all her life and never be
a nurse. I hope that the hospital committee
will see their way to revert to the term of
three years, because the hospital is well
equipped and well staffed, and one of the
most up to date in Quecnsland.

In Toowoomba, something like £5,000 has
been raized for bulld.ng a soldiers’ memoual
hall. It is a great pity that that money is
going to be spent on another hall for Too-
WOOnlbd, because there will be a great rush
on the opening day, and a fmtmght or a
month afterwards it will be a ¢ white
clephant.” We have alveady sufficient halls
in Toowoomba for entertainments and meet-
ings, and in the majority of cases the soldiers
themselves «do not want it. It would be
better to put the money into the hospital and
give the soldiers and their wives and chil-

dren free treatment for all time. A ward
for maternity cases could probably be
erected. In any case, we have a decent

memorial of the brave boys who went to th‘.
war and did not return.

I hope the matters I have referred to will
all reccive attention, because I am sure that
the result would be for the benefit of the
Brisbane General Hospital as well as of the
country hosptals.

Mr, F. A. COOPER (Bremer): It is aston-
ishing to note what a remarkable change has
come about in the opinions of some people
with referencs to the policy of controlling
hospitals. ~We hear commonly advocated
opinions which some little time ago would
have been regarded as nothing more nor less
than. purc Bolshevism. In this conncction I
would like to quote the opinion of the Syduey
“ Bulletin,” which is not an organ which
generally supports the policy of the Labour
party. In the issue of 3rd August it says—

¢ There are many signs and symptoms
that that strange aPomaly, the general
hospital, is doomed in its existing form.
It never possessed any justification from
the “standpoint which matters most—the
nation’s physical well-being. What influ-
ences, then, have brought abour the per-
petuation “of this system, which causes
all the public hospitals in every State
but one (Queensland) to be chrom(¢Hy
bankrupt ?”’

{Myr. Brennan.
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That is most significant from a lcading organ
such as the “Bulletin.” It shows that some-
thing is wrong with the system whereby those
ho%pltals are kuppmted and that the method
of maintaining hospitals generally is out of
date. The idea of dun'r something for a
hospital, not because it is a hospital or
because a hospital happens to do good, but
because there is some social dmtmculon in
deoing it—is somcthing with which we aro
all a(’quuintod and it is fime a stand was
taken against that formn of charity, which is
no charity at all. Let me here quote further
from the same article—
¢ Public hospitals are peculiarly suited
to act as excuses for magnificent balls,
pageants, matinees, and the like. Ther
are perennially what the disabled fight-
lng man was till soldiering went out of
fashion. The wmatron whe organises
big dinner-dance for a ho~pxtal feels the
aura of the ¢ Lady of the Lamp ’ hover-
ing over her tiara as the jazz band
strikes up: her daughter, who sells sweets
in the stalls of a bln theatre in a similar
cause, whilst some of the family’s friends
per form on the stage and the rest applaud
from the aud]touum realises that she 1s
behaving very like a sister of merey.”
One cannot fail to realise that such things
take up a tremendous amount of cnergy and
a tremendous amount of time in raising very
little money. The public institutions for
which the money is raised get very little out
of it, but the people who do the raising get
a tremendous amount of publicity. We havo
not to go very far in the same article to
find the following striking sentence:—

“ People got O.B.E.s during the war
for spending less energy in the interests
of those rather disappointing creatures,
the diggers; but, anvhow, they got no
better opportunities to flirt, dress up.
danee, and have & good time generally
in the holy names of patriotism and pity.”

I think it is time that we resolutely set our
faces towards the goal of State control of ali
hospitals. In times gone by the opportunity
did not prezent itself in the w ay in which it
might have presented itsclf, but now manyv
obstacles are out of the way, and we should
aim at having all our pubh'c institutions
owned and controlled wholly by the State.
The time h'h gone by when the Sydney
“ Paily Mail " should be able to point out
that philanthropists spent £2 948 to raise
£3,902 for hospitals. When ask ced to explain
where all that money went, of course, thew
could not say. The great bulk of i was
raised by public subscriptions. The\ philan-
thloplsts bad the joy and the ‘‘jazs,”” and
the patients in the hospitals got what little
was left. I sincerely trust that the result
of this debate will be in the direcction of
making the hospitals of Queensland State-
owned, nationalised institutions.

Mr. BRAND (Durrum): I think that the
quotations which have been read by the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat are
beside the point. Naturally, I am pleased
fo sec that (\)ueemldnu is giving such a
large amount for charity, but at the same
time I think that in discussing this matter
we should not boaqt about what we may
do in charity, I always think that contribu-
tions to Chdllt\ should be hallowed by silence.
Charity in Queensland should not be used to
tre to get political capital out of it. I
would like to offer a few observations on the
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vote, more particularly as the Minister who
13 aLtan for the Home Sceretary may have
charge “of the department for some time.
Most, of us who have been connected with
hospital commistees know that there is quite
a large number of people who cannot pay the
hospital charges. Generally, they are people
who are receiving small incomes, more parti-
cularly the workers and small farmors.
When those people have to send their loved
ones into the hospitals and caunot afford
to pay the charges the Government should
fend themn assistance if it is shown that they
are prepared to help themselves. The Isis
District Hospital recently had an apph"atmn
from the friendly societics of that district,
asking 1f they were preparced to treat their
membar: free of charge, should it become
neeessary for them to enter the hospital, if
they made a levy of so much per week and
])ld((_‘d it to the credit of the funds of the
hospits]l. 1 quite vecognise that the depart-
ment is not in a position to grant t‘mt
althcugh 1 think the Mini
give his sanction to the hosy
ering into an undertaking with the
fuondlx societies, whereby the hospital xxou]d
get a subsidy of £2 for every £1 raised in
the dircction 1 have mentioned. Generally
speaking, members of friendly societies are
poor men, because it is impossible for any-
one vwho is carumg a_fair salary to become
a member of a friendly society and reccive
medical attention free of charge. 1 think
that the department will be doing a good
service to the country hospitals if they grant
this request, and I think it is only right that
they should., After all, our hospitals in
Queensland are two-thirds nationalised, in
that they reccive £2 for cvery £1 which is
subscribed during the year. 1 would also
like to urge that the hospitals in Mary-
borough and Bundaberg should be regarded
as base hospitals. Although they arc not in
my clectorate, a large number of my con-
stituents have to go into thosn hospitals in
times of sickness, Both Bundaberg and
Mary borough are towns in which large
numbers of men from other districts In
Queensland and other parts of Australia con-
gregate during certain months of the year,
and if the hospital in any town in Qucensland
should receive a grant as a base hospital it
should be the hospitals in such towns as
those. Outside Brisbane there are only two
towns in Quecnsland which are regarded as
base hospital centres and receive a grant—
Townsville and Rockhampton. If Rockhamp-
ton is entitled to a grant of £1,000, Bunda-
%@1@ and Maryborough are ea ach entitled to

500,

Mention has been made of the “ Golden
Casket ”” funds. The Goverument have been
condemned by certain members for running
the *“ Golden Casket.” I believe that, if the
money which is being spent by the people
in the purchase of Golden Casket tickets
were not so invested, it would be used in
purchasing tickets in  Tattersall’s,” and the
moneys thus invested would be vetained in
Tasmania. I may be wrong, but that is
my opinion.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
opinion.

Mr. BRAND: If we can retain that
money in Queensland for the benefit of our
hospitals, T consider that we should do so.
My district will accept whatever contribution
may be given from the ‘ Golden Casket” on
every cccasion. I frust that the hospital
grant will be used in the best interests of
suffering humanity.

1922—3 x

t

It is a correct
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Mr. WEIR (Maryborouyh): I may look
at the “ Golden Casket’” from a peculiar
angle. I am not very much married to
““Golden Caskets ”’; neither am I married
to speculations in wheat and other such
speculations, Still, I realise the good work
which the ¢ Caskets ”’ are doing; they have
saved the hospitals throughout Quecnsland
from being in a very premllous financial
position. But I also hope that the goal of
the Labour movement will some day be
realised. By the Labour platform we are
given a definite duty to perform, and that
15 to mnationalise thess institutions. Our
platform is very definite on that proposition.
This is its wording—

¢ Nationalisation of hospitals and
ambulances, medical, chemical, dental,
optical, and nursing professions.”

I mention that because the hon. member for
Kurilpa outlined that wonderful scheme
under which a mother out in the far south-
west would be given the security she is
entitled to because there was a nursing home
12 Charters Towers. Imagine a man trying
to tell bush mothers, “ You are all right
in producing your Httle Australian; there
is a nurse in Charters Towers ”” | He might
as well tell a woman in Wallangarra that
she could feel quite secure because there
was a nurse at Thursday Island. 1 would
not like the women of this State to rely
for_their sccurity on a scheme which begins
at Roma and ends at Charters Towers.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: The hon. member for
Kurilpa suggested that the nurses should
b trained here and sent out.

Elr. WEIR: Quite so—to Roma, and those
places in the West. The hon. member for
Gregory has told us about places which we
probably would not hear of were it not for
the fact that a Labour member is interested
in the women folk in that district—places
such as Boulia and Birdsville. The hon.
member for Kurilpa ge ets up and says, “I
will give you a scheme.”” The Labour pa,lty
have been giving you a scheme for thirty-
five years—to nationalise these institutions.
People in the outposts know that, when
Labour Lacklos the question of what is right
and just for the Australian “ kiddie,” they
have somcething better in their mind than
schemes. I do not wish to sce these institu-
tions depending on the support they obtain
from ¢ Liberty Fairs,” ‘“Golden Caskets,”
or anything of the kind. I appreciate the
good work that they have done. But we
must get past that and rcalise the fact that
these institutions are nothing more or less
than repair shops for industry. When you
break down a locomotive you send it into a
repair shop, and the Stato repairs it. When
vou break down engines at sea you send
them to the dock and the Staté repairs
them. When you break your industrial
worker you send your women out into the
street to beg whatever anybody will give
you to enable you to repair him. Go to the
Lady Bowen Hospital; go any day in the
week iuto the city, and rou will find repre-
sentatives of some institution or other in the

street seeking financial aid who ought to be

nside following their profession. We are
dramlnw our women fo"' of the last drop
of blood in their veins, begging in the stree:
for money to enable them to keep others alive.
The hon. member for Windsor told us the
other night that he had ideas regarding the
management of these institutions. If he has
in his brain anything that is at all worth

Mr. Weir.]
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developing, his duty as a citizen of this State
13 to report himself to the Children’s Hospital
committec, so that they can see what he
can do for them. T have an idea that they
vant all the brains that he can give them.
If he can do anything along those lines, he
should not talk about it in this Chamber,
but should go along and do some good for
those people who want his assistance.
sec further than the ¢ Golden Casket,” yet
I appreciate what that fund is doing.
trust that before long the institutions will
¢ nationalised, and that the people will
have to pay for their hospitals by a tax on
unimproved land values

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) : On every ozca-
sion this vote i= being discussed a great deal
of time is always taken up in discussing the
position of the Brisbane General Hospital.
I recognie: that that hospital, in common with
other hospitals in this big State, warrants
the sympathetic assistance of every resident
of the community. The people in the
outside areas, who really comprise only a
handful of the population in comparison
with the city population, costribute a much

Jarger amount of money in pro-
{8.30 p.m.] portion to their population than

is contributed by the people of
Brisbane. In Bundaberg, which is the centre
of a large sugar arca. there ave threc hospi-
tals-—the General Hespital, the Lady Chelms-
ford Lying-in Hospital, and the Ambulance
Brigade. I am egotistical enough to believe
that there are few centres in Queensland in
which the people come to the assistance of
the hospitals better than they do in Runda-
berg. The Bundaberg Hospital last year
showed a considerabl: credis balance. I
do not say that thev do not want further
sums of ** Golden Casket ” moner. The Bun-
daberg hospitals require their share of that
money. Last year the amount granted was
£0895 10s. 11d.—I do not know why the othsr
penny was not forthcoming, I will probably
put in a claim for it later on. The Bunda-
berg people have very large projects later

1 in connection with the Genceral Hospital.
Hon. members who have visited the Bunda-
berg Hospital must candidly admit that it
i ore of the most up-to-date institutions
of the kind in Queensland to-day, and the sta
i3 one of the best. The leader of the Oppo-
sition this year .delivered his perennial
oration on this vote. He said that the
Brisbane people should do something to help
the lhospitals. I have not heard of one
concrete or one ‘‘asphalt” idea from the
hon. member in the way of bettering the
institutions.
VOWLES :

M, v They should do the same
as 1# done in my district,

Mr. BARBER: I do not know that the
hon. member’s electorate is any more sue-

cessful in providing fuuds than we are in
FPundaberg.
Mr., Vowr

improve:

Mr. BARBER: We have spent more than
that. The Bundaberg Hospital cost at least
£15,000 some years ago, and practically
the whole of that money was collected in a
short time from the Bundaberg community.
In the Lady Chelmsford ILying-in Hospital
an average of about twenty-nine young
Quecenslanders per month see the light
of d Most of the work at that hospital
is carried out by the committee of ladies.
I only wish that other public institu-

[Mr. Weir,

£s: We have spent £12,000 in
s during the last five years,
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tions had a committee as good. Many of
the Australian Workers' Union workers in
Jundaberg have subseribed a certain per-
centage from their wages per wesk, which
Is parxd into a fund. I presume that is a
common thing in most parts of ithe State
It is shown quite clearly that Queens-
fand is not the only State that is to some
extent dependent upon the gambling instiners.
of the community to raise funds to keep
their institutions going. The quoestion of
financing the institutions in Victoria has
been a serious one for many years. Before
I came from Victoria to this State, thirty
Tears ago, it was always. a serious matter.
It was reported in the DPress that the Trea-
surer of ons of the Melbourne hospitals
pointed out that they were £70,000 to £80,000
short of what was actually required, «nd they
had not got the money.

The hospitals in Victoria
dised like they are in Queens-

not

land.

Mr. BARBER: I know what is doue in
Victoria.  Another hospital was £14,000
short. A considerable amocunt of criticism
has been launched against the methods
adopted for raising funds to help our hospi-
tals, but no hon. member cpposite has sug-
gested or formulated a superior scheme, and
I am quite prepared to support the  Golden
Casket ” method of raising funds for that
particular purpose. Hon. members opposite
have bombarded the * Golden Casket,”’ but in
their inner conscience they knew that, if
it was not for the work carried out by the
“Golden Casket ” Comimittee to raise funds
i stranded

for the hospitals, they would bo
very often. The number of patients in the
Bundaberg General Hospital last year was
1,764, of whom 1.194 represented indooy

patients and 570 outdeor patients.

My. T. R. RoBErTs: What is the average
nulmber of patients in the Bundaberg Hospi-
tal ?

My, BARBER: I have not got the figures
just now., There certainly was an jncrease
on the previous year. As the community grows
and the population increases, unless some-
thing extraordinary happens, the number of
indoor patients will increase cvery year.
There are people who come 160 miles or more
to enter our Bundaberg hospitals. The Bunda-
berg General Hospital, the Lady Chelmsford
Lying-in Hospital, and the Ambulance
Brigade all solicit assistance from organisa
tions and sporting bodies in Bundaberg, and
the assistance received from thosze bodies
helped materially last vear. These are some
of the organisations from which assistance
has been recelved—the Bundaberg Racing
Club—we are even prepared to accept money
from a race club—Bingera plantation, ihe
Bundaberg Football League, and various
dances and balls held in connection with the
hospital. Then they run two or three what
is known as ‘‘ Paddy’s Markets,” from which
they received £432, and the collections by
the Australian Workers” Union amounted to
£135, Then the various shows have run
benefits and have given 50 per cent. of the
gross takings towards the hospitals. Although
we may differ on many matters here, it can
be truthfully said that all Governments have
always been prepared to assist the hospitals
to the greatest extent possible, I do not
know that I have ever heard of any opposi-
tion being shown towards the various sums
placed on the Estimates for the hospitals.



Supply.

[ am pleased to know that a scheme will be
put before the House shortly for the ercction
of maternity wards, particularly in the out-
side distriets, and I have contended that these
wards should have been arranged for long
ago. There is no doubt that they will be a
great boon to the women follk outslde The
achem I am sure, is one that ev ery member
of the Committee will appreciate and
SUpport.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I cendorse the
rem madg by the hon, member for
Marrborough. The plank of our platform
reads—

¢ Nationalisation of
ambulances, medical,
optical, and nmxmg
atlied services, and
tions.”

hospitals  and
chemical, dental,
professions and
charitable institu-

I am satisfied that, if the Government remain
in power, they will have to evolve a systenl
of financing our hospitals different to that
which obtains to-day. The hon. member for
Toowong pointed out that. so far as his
experience went in connection with charit-
able institutions, it was gonerally the same
people who contributed time after time.
That goos to prove that you are appealing
all the time to the charitably-inclined per-
con, but you are not getting at the person
who 1s not charitably inclined. I have two
hospitals in my electorate in full swing—one
at Bowen and one at Proserpine—and quite

vecontly the people of Home Hill raised
nearly £1,500 for a new hospltaL I am
one of those who belicve that this party

must endeavour to carry out the plank of
their platform in connection with the
nationaliration of hospitals.

Mr. MMorgaN: You are a long time about
it.
My, COLLINS: We can only go one step
at a time. If the hon. member will look
at this little book whieh I hold in my hand,
giving a list of the Queensland Labour
party’s planks which have been made into
law during the last seven years, he will
be astonished te find the number of planks
which have been placed on the statute-book
by this party. Hon. members opposite com-
plain about the hospitals Jreceiving support
from the * Golden Casket.” 1 say we, as a
(;overmnent and as a party, will have to
evelve a  better system of financing our
x.ospl‘culs. They are two-thirds nationalised
at the present time. The State contributes
£2 for every £1 contributed voluntarily by
the people, und we shall have to find the
other £1 later on, It should be done by a
tax on land values or a hospital tax. 'That
is the proper method; and, if hon. members
do not favour that, I would favour a special
hospital tax on incomes over £1,500 a year,
because I quite agree with the hon. member
for Maryborough that, as a rule, it is the
industrial soldier—who is more important
than the military soldier—who suffers. The
industrial soldier works in the different
industries, and he has made the State what
it is to-day. He generally gets hurt through
overwork in most cases, and not through
the undersork which hon. members oppo-
te talk so much about. When they go
injured they have to go to our hospitals,
and In many cases ’mcv are compelled to go
to the hO“pltﬂ,lS owing to their poverty.
Of course, it is not the well-to-do who go to
the l“ocplta}s—the do not require hospitals.
The well-to-do man to-day under present
conditions can often be kept alive, while the
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man_ who has not got wealth cannot call in
specialists, who in some cases cost £40 or
£50. He can perish or go over the border
to ““ Kingdom Come.” We know that at
times these specialist« have pumped Joxygen
into some of the well-to-do in order to keep
them alive, while the workers, who are of
far more importance, arc not treated as they
should be.  They do mnot all go to the
hospitals. Many of them are not in a posi-
tion to go to the hospital:, We can only
go one step at a time. We have taken
many steps, and the next step that we shall
have to take, if we remain in power, is to
go on with our platform providing for the
naticnalisation of  hospitals. Vhy be
influenced by what may appear in the daily
Press in Brishane or in other parts of the
State? Go straight on with our platforrn
and if it is rxght to 1)ut on a tax on lu
values to support our hospitals we should do
it. I do not mind ‘qu* criticism we may
receive. We have had to stand all sorts of
abuse about confiscation and repudiation.
Perzonally, I do not care what ther say
about us so long as we carry out whut we
were sent to Parham« nt to ca out. T am
one of those who came 1o thls Parliament
in 1915 to make history. I have assisted to
make history, and if I remain here much
longer, I will help to make more history.
If we r‘ontmuo to be a fighting forca, Wh(,ther
it is in connection with the nationalisation
of our hospitals or in conrvection with any
other Dbig question, the people will stand
solidly behind us. To stand still means death
to this party. We cannot afford to stund
still,  So long as we do the nrrht thing so

far as our platform is concerned, the votes
will follow.

. My, Branp: Why don't vou tell
Premier ?

My, COLLINS: I am not afraid of the
Promier, and I am not a\‘lald of you ex’*hm
I court no man’s favour and I fear no man’s
frown. I endeavour always to do the right
thing. As I said last night, I am a good
soldier. I have been d1~01p1n,(d in the
Labour movoment, and I am not going to help
destroy the only progressive force in this
State—to sce, may be, the most resctionary
force the world has over seen placed on
these Treasury benches by hon. members
opposite. If they got upon these benches
they would be the must reactionary foree
which has ever been In occupation of any
Treasury bench in the Commonweslth. It is
the duty of the people to look after the
sick and wounded, and those who are maimed
in the carrying on of industry. I want it
to be clearly understood what the Labour
movement stands for. We shall sce the ideas
in this platform carried out just the same as
we brought about the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council, and I hope to live to sce the
day when the hospitals will be nationalised.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 do not propose
to follow all the alghmd)ts advanced by
peakers on both sides of the Chamber. The
criticism, in the main, has not been hostils. The
ounly criticism levelled against the Govern-
ment on this vote is with regard to the distri-
bution of the “ Golden Casket” funds, with
which I will deal before I sit down.

I want to make reference to the Laby
clinics provided for in this vote. It may
interest hon. members to know that the total
attendances at the baby clinicz in the year
1918 was 13,114; in 1919 it was 31,238; in

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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1920 it was 41,628 and in 1921 it was 42,012,
Hon. members will note the marked increase
in the attendances. Of course, as hon. mem-
bers understand, the medical attendance is
honorary, and the State owes a debt of
gratitude to some of the members of the
medical profession. This achicvement has
been gained by the small expenditure last
vear of about £1,000. It shows what a great
opportunity there is for expansion in this
direction; but it must be remembered that
our Government were the first to venture out
on schemes to assist the sick and ncedy in
an extensive way. Reference has also been
made to the proposed legislation for the
establishment of maternity wards. I agree
with hon. members who have made refer-
enee to the present Home Sceretary and
said that this schewic iz rightly his. He
has launched the scheme which is now
being crystallised into legislation, and, unless
the hon. gentleman is well enough, 1 shall
have the privilege of introducing that legisla-
tion on his behalf. While I am not here
to st out the policy of the Government in
detail in this direction, as reference has been
made to this scheinc of the Home Scceretary,
I want to say that in my opinion and in the
opinion of the Government, {irst consideration
should be shown to the mothers in the West.
We should start in outlying places to give the
women in the North and West these facilities
in such a trying time.

Mr. Morean: Hear, hear! That is where
it should start.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Refer-
ence has also bren made to the ambulance
brizade subsidy, which I am well awarc is
tot as great as the subsidy to the hospitals.
I agree with the houn. member who has just
resumed his scat that the Government to-day
carry a greater obligation for the mainten-
ance and upkecp of our hospitals. We pay a
subsidy of £2 for £1 to the hospitals, while
the subsidy to the ambulance brigades is
only £1 for £1. I do not know that there
has been any great agitation for an increase
in the subsidy to ambulance brigadss, I
rceontly visited the Baralaba State Coalmine,
and I think that the workers who helped to
develop our natural resources inland deserve
some consideration, If tho ¢ Golden Casket”
funds 1ncreace, and =e have more money for
hospital purposes, I would not be averse to
1 consideration to ambulance

glving some
brigades to be established in outlying places.

T know of cases in the mines where nien have
to be brought in on an ordinary railway
trolley to the hospital. We have a scheme
in view to establish railway ambulances so
that the men may be brought into the hospitals
for treatment.

The hon. member for Enoggera made some
reference to the distribution of the “ Golden
Casket” funds, and, whilst I do not mean to
stonewall my own Estimates, nor do I desire
to invite further discussion on them, I cannot
lot th- statement go without reply. The
hon. member for Tast Toowoomba also made
some reference to the distribution of the
““ Golden Casket” funds. It is true that the
Auditor-Gomeral, in his report last year, made
reference to a certain sum of money which
had been used for Government subsidies I
do not desire to hide that fact, but it is not
difficult to give the reason for it. Hon.
members should know that the Government
were compelled to take over and nationalise
the principal hespital in the State. The

[Hon, A. J. Jones.
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nationalisation of all the hospitals in the
State could not be carried out without heavy
taxation. There is no way of contributing
any of the “ Golden Casket” funds to the
Brisbane General Hospital unless it is done
in the manner referred to in the Auditor-
General’s report. The hon. member for Kast
Toowoomba criticised the control of the
' Golden Casket” by the committee appointed
by the Government,

Mr. T. R. RoBeErts: I have not criticised
the management; I have criticised having
the * Golden Casket” at all.

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: I
would like to ask the hon. member whai is
his particular form of gambling. I do not
know whether 1t is bridge or billiards.
(Laughter.) The fact remains—and I want to
cmphasise this, not only for the benefit of
hon. members, but incidentally for the people
of Queecnsland—that not one penny of
* Golden (asket” money has been mis-
appropriated or spent in any other way than
as indicated in my answers to questions; that
is, in grants to hospitals and in connection
with the Mount Mulligan disaster. I would
like to quote from a rather good article in
this morning’s ** Daily Mail” on the guestion
of the ** Golden Casket”—

A very inferesting question is sug
gested by the answer given by the Acting
Home Secretary in relatton to the
¢Golden Casket.’” The main argument
for the continuance of these lotteries has
been that they benefit the hospitals and
other deserving institutions.”

The whole article is well worth reading. It
concludes—

“We are not now dealing with the
principle of the ¢ Golden Casket’ lot-
tory.”’

I quote that part in fairness to the * Daily
Mail.” Then it goes on—

“We are concerned with the moment
merely to suggest that both opponents
and champions of the lottery should face
the facts, which are that the ¢ Casket’
1s conducted as much in the interest of
the State finances as of the hospitals, and
that if the system were abolished the
Government would be compelled to find
immediately, br way of taxation, large
additional sums to keep the hospital doors
open.”

When the people of Brisbane could not afford,
or did not rise to the occasion, to provide
sufficient to keep the Brisbane General Hos-
pital open, tne Government did the only
thing that was possible. They
[9 p.m.] tock immediate action, I remem-
ber it was when the late Hon.
T. J. Ryan was Premier, and he said, “ We
will not turn the sick away.” The doors
of the hospital were not allowed to close
The Government did the only thing they
could do, and that was to take over the
hozpital and nationalise it. The whole of
the cost in connection with that hospital is
borne by the Government at the present time.
Mr. Moraesx: The Toowcomba Hospital
was in a similar position.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ilon.
gentlemen  opposite have criticised the

“ Golden Casket,” but there has been a good
deal of cant, humbug, and hypoecrisy on this
question. .hat phrase is not of my making.
~ Hon. W. H. Barnes: Do not forget that
it has very unpleasant associations.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
phrase was used by the latec Lovrd Roberts.
I do not want to be hypocritical in this
matter. The leader of the Nationalist party
said that he was surprised that I justified
the continuance of the ¢ Golden Casket.”
Well, T do justify it.

Mr. Moorz: You do not justify it; you
only excuse it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINLES: I am
expressing my own individual opinion, and
I have as much right to express my own
individual opinion as bhon. members on the
other side of the Chamber.

At 9.5 p.m.,

My, DUNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Some
years ago, When I was a member of this

House, I sat in Opposition, and we had a
sweep on the Melbourne Cup. There were
seventy members taking part in that sweep.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I was not in it. I
was never in a sweep in my life. (Laughter.)
The SECRETARY FOR JMINES: I can
tell the hon. member who were in the sweep,
se I remember 1t so well. There were

day that we drew it the hon.
member for Gregorw, the late Mr. Iamilton,
introduced a motion into this Assembly in
favour of recognising gambling. I think
sixteen of us voted in favour of it on that
occasion. There were sevents members oub
of the seventy-two who took part in that
sweep on tho Melbourne Cup, and oue hon.
member who condemned gambling the most
when speaking on Mr. Hamilton’s motion
drew the first prize. (Loud laughter.)

Mr., BranD: Who was that?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Bulimba. (Loud laughter.)

IHon. W. H. Bamrxms: No; that
correct.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This is
a new sentence. (Renewed laughter.) The
hon. member for Bulimba was in the House
at the time, and he and the late Mr. John
Adamson were the only two members who
would not take g ticket in the sweep.

Hon., W. H. Barxes: Ilear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not want to do any injustics to the hon.

member, and T will not try to do an injustice
to any member of the House while T am here.

is not

The hon. member probably lms his own
peculiar form of gambling. fe does not
believe in the * Golden Casket.’ There are

other people who do not believe in the
“ (Golden Casket,” but they go down to the
races, The rich go o the racecourse and
put their money on racehorses, and then they
come back here and take exception to the
¢ Golden Casket.”” The *“Golden Casket”
is conducted fairly and quite henourably b
a committce. The funds are all right and
have been audited up to date, and I am sure
thexr will be all right in the future because
of the systam of control. 'While that may
not be the form of gambling that the hon.
member for Bulimba believes in, probably
he has some other form. Personally, I
take a ticket in the ‘“Golden Casket.” I
do not go to Ascot, but I object to hon.
members who do condemning the ¢ Golden
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Casket.”” We know you cannot keep people
sober by legislation, and it is difficult to
SUppress any “form of gambling by legislation.
The hon. member for Warwick condemns the
“ Golden (asket,” but he gambles in pro-
duce. Others gamble in shares on the Stock
Exchangs. while the gamble in business and
trade to-day 1s a gigantic gamble. The per-
son who is in business and who receives more
than a rcasonable intcrest on the capital he

has investad does more gambling than de
those who buy a ticket n the *f Casket.”
The hou. member for Bulimba will not take

a ticket in the “ Golden Caszket” or in a
sweep in Parliament House, but he has his
business,

Hon. W. H. Barxks: My business is car-
ried on absolutely honourably.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 1 de
not say that the hon. gentieman docs 1ot run
his business honourably, but, like all business
people, he runs his buriness with his cye on
the profits all the time.

Mr. Epwarps: It was a gamble when you
wanted to get into this Hous. It was a
game of chance.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I took
that risk.

Mr. Moreax: You are gambling with
Government money in your mines.

The SECRETARY FFOR MINLES: I am
making a profit. I hop(\ the hon. gentleman
will not draw me off the track Lau(rhfcr)

I invire the fullest discussion on the Mines
Tstimates, I advise hon. memberz opposite
nei to take up too much time on this vote,
but let us get to the Mincs Estimates. 1 am
not ashamed of any action of mine sgince I
have been in the Mines Deps 1‘(11101*’5, The
ticism, on the whole, has not been very
hostile to the Government, with thb excep-
tion of the referenca to the distribution of
the “ Golden Casket ” money. 1 would pay
a tribute to the committee of the “ Golden
Casket,” which is descrved, but for the fact
that my wife Is on the committee and the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Kirwan, is
also a member of that committee. I might
cmphasise this point that, while the Govern-
ment arc in power, the “ Uolden Casket
furds will be distributed in the interests of
the hospitals.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY. FOR MINES: If I
might make a definite statement, I would

not bhe averse to some of the aceumulated
funds being uscd to provide maternity wards
or homes for people in outlying districts, as
has been indicated by my colleagus, the
Home Secretary.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Fu=/imba): The
hon. member has made a very lame excuse
in trying to justify the Government in doing
something which 1s sapping the very life of
the best in this community.

OpprosiTioNy MEMBERS: Hear,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I have no hesita-
tation in saving that private giving has been
very largely stifled as a result of the policy
cf the Government. I am amarad that a
iinister of the Crown should get up and
defend this practice; I am also amazed that
members sitting behind the Government who
do not believe in this thing should yet not
open their mouths, It is a cancer.

Mr. GLEDSON: Yes, they do.

Hon. W. H. Barnces.]

hear!
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Hox. W. I. BARNES: They <o not do
$0 in this Flouse. Tt is breeding a class of
man—and, if it were breeding 2 class of man
only, I would say nothing at all about it—
and a class of children who are seekt to
get something for nothing. The Lon. mem.
ber roferred to business people as gamblers.

gehlcs ;ﬁ;;g;z;norl quué in that: ,ctn.ter'n'ent.
£ 0 ~any piace of business, if he
comes to my place of business, he gets some-
thing in return for what he spends,

The SroRETARY TOR Mivgs - You the
profit.

Hox. W. H. BARNES . 1 have oerasionally
pessed when the ** Golden Casket ” distriby.
tion was about to be made, and T have seen
men, women, aind children—ali classes of the
Community—who had left their work to soo
this thing which is not in the intorests of
the Stetr.  No State is going to be truly

lay down the rule

bProsperous that does not

that peeple shall get on, not by o i
b shall ¢ N ¥ gambling,
but by legitimate and honest VVOlvk.b By 1 s

g down the rule that pecple can got som
thing belonging to someone o o—far tI:.atA 3
what it means—without doing anything for
5, you are breaking down the wiorality of
the community. If the han, 1

ihe co ) member has read
tn:stmy. he knows that there huve been coun-
rieE—an i

t 1d not countries eailed wowserish 7
many way—which have had to abandon these
things hocayo they struck at+ the vory foun-
dations of their tational life.  The hon
ggnf}eman will agree that I have never been
;’urald to express my opinions in this Cham-
ber, and I would be recreant to the vieys I
hold, and which a very large majority of
t{he{_bf‘st of the people of the Stats hold, if
I did not sav t} gamkb vhi is
fostered by the Gzzirterg};io;t“?ibt}n'g J\F%HC}} h
[ostered by 20t in this direction,
by ** Golden Caskets,” ¢ Libesiy Fairs,” and
other moans, helps to make Queenslind stink.
I am amazed at the Government having the
aLx-gljcxt§j,( through their representative, the
A« g Home Seeretary, to Justify Sr)m(“thii]"‘
which i3 an evil in the community and a
“urse to the community, and which some day
will have to be cast out neck and crop from
the community, l A

At 9.15 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN oOF

chair,
Y - . . 1
, 35[1‘ KERR (,72110,(,7701‘(!): T should tike to
have a w ord or two in reply to the Ministor.
In 1916, the first “ (oiden Cazket ™
organised by outsiders for the
pose of assisting soldiers’
Anzac homes and so on,
thera

COMMITTEES vesumed the

was
he s¢pecial pur-
widows to build
That was before
was any Repatriation 1) partment, and
bersons were unprovided for ctherwise,
Mr. W. Coorer: Did you object to that?

nKFJRR.: I was not here to object.
A Hve or six “ Golden Caskets ” had been
held, the Government saw how remunerative
15 was, and how the people were becomi

oducqu to it. The first * (s ket took
something like six months #o fll; numbers
two and ce about eizht months; and No.
4 seven or oight months; but the Govern.
wment educated the people to gamble, and
the resnit—which nobody can devy—is that
working men, instead of taking home various
little pareals for their childrn, invest their
earmings 1n “ Golden Casket ™ tickets in
order to trv and win a prize. We know what
the pesrcentags of prizes is, and I say that
]}mndgoﬂd of families are losing the  small
luxuries of life because of the facilities for
gambling which are provided by the Govern-

[(flon. W. H. Barnes.

IBLY.]
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ment. It is said that this money is going to
the hospitals. That is morve camouflage; it
is only sidetracking. I admit that somoe of
this money is going to the hospitals, but
iz is generally said that the whole of it is
going to hespitais. Nothing of the lind!
A good deal is going into the revenue of this
State. Will the Minister tell me that none
is going to the revenue?

A GoveErxMENT MEMBER: No.

Mr, KERR: Of course it is, and the
quicker the Government ackuowledge that
they are doing wrong by providing facilitics
for this gambling the better. One of the
first actions of the new Goverameut in New
South Wales was to wipe it out from their
State.

My, Dasu: Torics.

Mr. KERR: It is not a question of Tories.
If the hon. member was told to crawl all
over the world on his hands and knees for
his party, he would do so. I am not casting
any reflection on the committee cxcept to
say that they should be ashamed of them-
sclves to stay on it.

The SEcrETARY FOR Mixes: Which Govern-
ment  introduced the Totalisator Act and
received money from it?

Mr. KERR: That is an entively different
thing. (Government laughter.) This Go-
rernment  are  known ¢ Gambling
CGovernment.” We know what happened to
the Bill to control proprietary racing. We
know how unregistered racing goes on. The
Government are not game to take action and
do the right thing, for the simple reason that
they think that a certain amount of support
will leave them, They believe that many of
the people who have won a paltry £5 because
of that fact are going to vote for them at
election time. Like State ireding,.this is a
wrong principle. The Government are not
here to admimister gambling devices. The
holding of ¢ Liberty Fair’ was approved of
bz the Attorney-General.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member will not be in order
¢ Liberty Fair” on this vote.

Mr. KERR: I hope that the rising genera-
tion will not be given by a nsw Government
the same facility for gambling that is being
given by the present Government.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba):
I was desirous of saying a few words in
connection with the Brisbane General Hos-
pital befors the Minister spoke. I very
much regreited hearing the remarks of the
hon. gentleman in defence of the * Golden
Casket.” I hold a different opinion. We
have heard several members opposite speak,
and, almost with their tongues in their
cheeks, they have told us that they arc not
sympathetic to it. They came into power
in 1915, and they have since taken over the
Brishane General Hospital. Instead of ask-
ing us whai we would do if we got on the
Treasury benches, let them show the people
of Queensland that they are prepared to put
into effect the clause in their platform pro-
viding for the nationalisation of the hos-
pitals, and find the necessary taxation.

T am tempted to say something in connec-
tion with the Brisbane General Hospital by
the remarks which were made by the hon.
member for Brisbane in reference to Vie-
toria. Discussing another vote this morning,
I rogretted the position in which we find
curselves in connection with departmental re.
ports. According to the way in which the

as  the

The hon.
in discussing
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business of this House i> being conducted,
we will not get this yoar s reports until we
are discussing next year’s Hstimates. The
only report 1 can get in connection with
the Brisbane General Hospital—whichk is a
nationalised institution—is the 1920 report.
I want to know what progress the Govern-
ment have made in the interests of the sick
poor of this community. On page 575 of
Queensland “ Parliamentary Papers, Session
of 1921, we find the report of the medical
superintendent, I challenge any member to
say that that does not damn the position, in
comparison with what was quoted from Vie-
toria. This is what the report sars—
“ OVERCROWDING.

‘“The increasing demand on the re-
sources of the lospital has rendered
necessary the use of the verandas, and
stretchers are placed there and in the
wards. The lavatory accommodation is
insufficient to meet the extra strain. Bris-
bane is growing, and mno provision is
made to meet such conditions. It is
necessary to discharge patients before
they are really fit, to make room for
‘hose much worse than themselves.

“In one department there iz a list
of operations booked akead for many
months, and the time has arrived for the
cstablishment of an cye, car, nose, and
throat hospital, as ir other States.

“The cye, ear, nose, and throat de-
partment 1s unsultable and overtaxed.”

Here is a paragraph with reference to
Pothu‘ institution. Time and again we have
made application to the Home Department
for admission to this institution of men from
the country districts. I dare say that every
man in this House has made application,

and has been told that he would have to
wait two, three, four, and five months. It
5AYS

“The Diamantina Hospital is in a
similar condition, and only at m;requent
intervals can we be relieved of patients
whose condition is much more suitable
for that institution

“The patients themselves realised the
state of affairs, but therc are complaints
brought about by the lack of accommo-
dation and the overcrowding.”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : We were cer-
tainly overtaxed as the result of the influenza
epidemic.

Mr. T. R. ROBER rs: 1 support the
remarks made by the hon. member for Too-
vmor'xbd in connection with the purchase of
drugs and other r“qmr(\mcnh Two or three
scssions ago, and again last session, when
this vote was under discussion, I referred
to what was being done in the sister State
in this connection. Just prior to the advens
of the Labour party in New South Wales—I1
think it was three years ago—I mentioned
that the Friendly Societies’ Association of
Brisbane had got into communication with
the department in New South Wales and
asked if the Government of that State would
allow them to purchase drugs for the
Triendly Society’s Dispensary in this city
from the Government of New South Wales.
As T have pointed out time and again, the
New South Wales Government not only in-
dent their own requirements for the hos-
pitals of New South W ales, but they also
take in hand the supplying of the various
friendly societies of the  State. Tche to-
night the question has been asked why cer-
tain fricndly societies are tr ymg to make

{31 Avgust.]
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arrangements with the local hospitals for
the giving of medical attention. It is because
f the heavy expenditure. This Government
believe in natxona,hsatwn and Statc enter-
priscs, Here is an opportunitr where they

an do something for the sick poor. I ask,
"} ow far are they prepared to assist in
this direction?”

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): There are a few
hospitals in the Burke electorate, and at
times we have great difficultr in getting
medical officers, Discussing this vote last
vear, I proposed to the Home Secretary that
some motor transport should be plovlded in
connection with the hospitals in country dis-
tricts. We know the difficulty »f getting
patients into the hospitals who are brought
on some occasions many miles to recelve
medical attention. Tarticularly in the case
of the Brisbane General tf{mpltal is use made
of the Thospital by patients who have
exhausted their funds in private hospitals
and have no further funds with which to pay
for puvatp medical at{,enmon It would be
a good move if the Government reintro-
duced the Bill which they introduced in
1916, which was thrown out by the Upper
House. The reasons given by the Upper
House for throwing out the Bill on that
ocearion will be founct in ‘““ Hansard 7 for
1616-17, page 3450. They said, practically,
that, as the working classes were not forced
by that Bill to contribute towards the up-
keep of the hospitals, the Bill should be
read that day three months, That was only
a quibble. I am very sorry to see that, now
the Legislative Council has gone, the Go-
Vcrnment do mot see their way to reintro-
duce that Bill. I have no seruples, as hon.
members opposite have., about the  Golden
Casket.” 1 am sure thnt the people in the
country districts appmmate the assistance
which they get from the *¢ Golden Casket.”
Until such. time as the Government are in
a position to take over the hospitals and
run them on a proper basis, I think that
they should raise money by a tax on race-
courses as well as by the * Golden Casket.”

We sce daily appeals poorly responded
tn in connection with the Children’s Fospi-
tal. If the people cannct be made to sub-
seribe  voluntarily, the Goversment should
take over the hospitals and run them by
means of revenue reccived from direct taxa-
tion. If there were some mcans of trans-
porting the unfortunate people in the far
North to the little hospital provided by the
community up there, assisied by the ¢ Golden
('asket ”? funds, it would be a great rvelief
to the peon‘o In time the 'L(‘lonl‘mo will

be of great assistance, though it
[9.30 p.m.] will be long before we can con-
vinre some people in the North
o take the risk of being transported by that
means., There is one Snstance of where a
doctor proceceded by aeroplane for a couple
of hundred miles and returred with his
woman patient to the '\‘w'inton Hospital in a
couple of hours. I hopne the Government
will be able to take these hospitals over and
control them.
WERIR (ifaryborough): We have had
a lecture from hon. members opposite on
morals in connection with the running of the
“ Golden Casket” to raise money for the
hospitals. I do not think that it is a good
i to raise money in that wav. 1 am
not afraid sy this form of morals.
Weo have censciences, some of them are
strained and some twisted—in many cases

My, Weir.]
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twisted like the figure 8 and unable to
be untwisted. I do not believe in * Golden
Caskets 7’ for hospitals. I am one of those
good kind Christians who have never taken
a ticket in the * Golden Casket,” and I join
issue with the hon. member for Bulimba.
He also has got a conscience. I wish to
quote from ‘‘ Hansard” and, if ever my
family read the quotation, I hope they
will never regard the hon., member for
Bulimba as a good clean Christian with an
clastic conscience.  The hon. meinber for
Bulimba 1n © Hansard ” for 1905, stated—
“Iis own firm, on the other hand,
had received on 14th  Septemboer 225
bags of chaff from Ailora. The railway
weight was 169 cwt. 0 qr. 7 lb., the
actual weight received being 184 cwt.
0 qr. 14 Ib. Perhaps someone might ask
if they had reported the fact to the
Commissioner for Railways. Well, they
had wot, for the simple reason that they
had repeatedly had to paw on shortages,
and they thought this was only a fair
set-off,”
What objection can there be,
of work and lose a weel’s wages and 1 find
myself in work for 20 minutes and I go
down the street and spend 5s. 3d. as a set-off
in the “ Golden Casket”? Suarely I cannot
be hung, drawn and quartered even by my
Christian friends=. I hope that I shall not
be contaminated by such a standard of
morals as that set up br the hon. member
for Bulimba.

The hon. member for Enoggera has al-o
made some reference to © Golden Caskets.”
I remember distinctly being told Ly a friend
that the hon. member was actuallt falling
over some other friends on a strect corner
in order to get something in a paper bag
from a “Cheap Jack.” He said, I will
have that one,” he got if, and it was a
blank. (Laughter.) 1 think the = Golden
Casket ” is better than the svstem adopied
by the ho:. member for Bulimba of pinching
out of the coffers of the State and by
thicving from the Railway Departrent.

The CHAIRM Jrder! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw the statement that
another hon. member bad thieved from the
Railway Department.

I am out

Mr. WEIR: I did pot mean to imply it in ‘

that sense. I withdraw the statement. A
system which tolerates that sort of thing is
wrong. I am a goed Christian who does
not believe in any form of gambling. I
do not sce any «iffercuice in taking it by
that means than taking it out of a man’s
pocket. In morals and ethics it is wrong.
It is wrong for any person to take a few
ewt. of loading which really belongs to the
people. just as it is wrong to “jump the
rattler” ‘and evade paying a railway fare.
I do not say that the hon. member is wrong
—1 have never lived bv that standard—but

the system is wrong which tolerates it. If it
18 wrong to gamble in the “ Qolden Casket

it is equally wrong to gamble in that par-
ticular war. The hon. membor for Enoggera
and the hon. member for Dulimba do not
believe in gambling, and veither do 1.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie): I am greatly
amused at the spurious indignation raised
by the political moralists opposite. who try
to make somp political capital cut of the
motes in other people’s eyes while hiding
the beams in their own.” The ¢ Golden
Casket”” is one of the most innocuous and
havmless forms of gambling in Australia

[Mr. Weir,
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Hon. members opposite fail to attack the
other widespread and more dangercus and
prevalent forms of gambling in this State.
Why they do not attack the other form of
gambling is because it is largely carried
on by their own supporters. The attack
on the *‘ Golden Casket” is largely a poli-
tical attack, and in making it the Opposition
arc not even representing their own political
supporters.  The Gympi» Hospital Com-
mittee comprises men who are not sup-
porters of this Government, and they are
pleased indeed to receive monthly or quarterly
the amounts distributed from the *“ Golden
Casket ”” fund, and it scems to me political
hypocrisy to confine the atiazk to the
“Golden Casket.” We find that there is
cambling on stock exchanges, in commer-
cial and industrial futures, I privete homes,
and on the racecoursc:, and there is no
vigorous public protest against that by hon.
rsembers opposite or their friends outside.
The rcason the ¢ Golden Clasket 7’ is attacked
ig because it was inaugurated by this Govern-
ment for the benefit of the he:pitals of the
State. I say straight out that I take tickets
in the “ Golden Casket,” and I think I am
quite justified in doing so, as I look upon
it as one of the most Innocuous forms of
gambling I know of. It never induces any-
one to rob his employer’s till, and it ruins
no lives; it is not associated with evil influ-
ences like other forms of gambling; while, on
the other hand, hon. members cppesite know
as well as I do that you have not to go
very far abroad to find these evil influences
operating in many spheres in which gambling
is being carried on to-dav. An additional
picce of hypoerisy is demoustraied by the
fact that the gentlemen who have made this
vigorous and apparently vightcous attack on
the ¢ Golden Casket”” are the supporters of
the party and the Government which took
toll from one of the biggest forms of
gambling in this State through the operations
of the totalisator on the rececourse. If we
are going to institute a crusade against
gambling, then we shall have to get right
down to bedrock, and make our campatgn
very widespread. If gambling cannot be
cradicated from human nature altogether,
1 hope that at least a well-regulated form of
lottery  like the ¢ Golden Cas ’
Union, which has the advantaze ]
the hospitals of our State, will continue to
by carried on, so long as cther forms of
gambling are tolerated by members on the
other side.

Mr. W. COOPER (o wond): ilon. mem-
bers epposite have been stonewalling this
vote throughout the afterncon, and i%
appears to me that thoze hon. members want
to have all the say, and that members on this
side of the House are not to be permiited
to express their opiniona. have been
watching hon. members opposite very closely,
and if they carry on that ¢ goody-goody
epirit that they have exhibited here to-night,
next session we may expect to see them turn
into angels with budding They claim
that the “ Golden Casket ” has a dotvimen-
tal effect on the people of Queonsland, and
t we find those hon. members attending
acecourses and betting on every race. I
would ten times rather trust a man who
invested in ¢ Golden Casket” tickets. than
the man who bets on racecourses. In the
p:ast hon.  members  oppesite  who are
opposing the ““ Golden Casket” have
tolerated the totalisator, tolerated races, and
tolerated almost everv other form of
gambling that it is possible for the people to

¥
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indulge in. In the past the Legislative
Council threw out a Bill which this Govern-
ment introduced imposing a tax in order to
provide the funds necessary to nationalise
the hospitals, because they claimed that they
would be the only people who would have
to contribute towards the upkeep of the
hospitals. I happened to belong to an
Olgdl'lll'ltlon of workers who had deducted
from their wages under a previcus Govern-
ment 6d. per week as a contribution to the
hospital funds, and if one of those workers
happened to become ill, he was cntitled to be
treated free of charge at the hospital, I
know, too, that the people who complained
most bitterly about the tem providing
for voluntary contributions towards the
upkeep of the hospitals are the business
people of the various cities; and rightly so,
because when a collector came round they
were compelled, for business reasons, to con-
tribute towards the upkeep of the ho=pxta1
I say definitely there i only one system by
which we can finance the hospitals in a
proper manner, so that we can give to the
needy pno*ﬂe of Queensland proper treat-
ment, and that is by a direet tax upon those
who are best able to bear it. 1 say, without
fear of contradiction, that not omne "of those
cron‘lemon who invest in the * Golden
La~l\ef ticket would refuse to take the
prize moncy if they happened to win., and
judging by “what I know of those gentlemen.
if anybody gave them a ticket, ther would
be only too glad to acespt it. I would not
be the one to offer them a ticket. The
Government would be well advicod if they
were to carry out the 1'“(‘ommcndaﬁon of
the hon. momb(‘r for Burke, and reintroduce
the Bill to impoze direct taxation upon those
best able to bear it, in order to obtain funds
for our hosnitsls. The sooner the Govern-
ment and the prople of Queensland realice
their responsibilities 0 far as the sick of the
community are concerned the better it will
be for the State.

Mr. VOWLES (Dadby): 1 was speaking
vesterday about the curtailment of our right
of spcech, and I anticipated that there was
going to be a desperate stonewall put up
to prevent members on this side discussing

very important votes.” Moembers on  the
Government  side are deliberataly wasting
time on_this vote, and carrying cut the

tactics 1 cexpected  they ™ wonld indulge
in. Their whole desire now is to waste time.
We have been listen mg, under the prefence
of discussing a vote for the hos ouaJ>. to &
discussion on the subject of angels, and we
have been subjected to lecturis on morals
and ecthics.

The Stcrer:ey ror Mixes: I thought the

discuszion would end with m+ speoch
Mr. VOWLES: I thought so, too: but,

unfortunately, the hon.
able to control his team.

Hon. W. Foraax SwmriH: Three membeors
on vour side spoke after the Ministor.

%ir. VOWLES: When the hon. miember
for Hast Toowoomba got up to speak he said
the Minister had replied before he had had
the opportunity of 1efer1mg to on« particular
matter. Since then we have had a dis
tion on ‘‘ Golden Caskets.,” 8o far as mem-
bers on this side are concerned, we say that,
according to the little “ Red Book,” the
Labour party’s platform in respect to hos-
pitals is nationalisation, and how on_carth
ithey can justify the running of ¢ Golden
Caskets ” under the head of “ nationalisa-
tion” I do not know.

gowﬂema n is not
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The PreMIER: You arc starting the debate
again,

Mr. VOWLES: I do not propoze to waste
much time, but I have not spoken on the
vote so far. I gob up to express the hope
that the debate on this vote will cenclude
very quickly.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): We have
had a good deal of flapdoodie talle about
the immerality of gambling. It is a very
difficult matter to prove that there is any-
thing wrong with gambling. The hon. mem-
ber for \Luvborowfh advised cortain peeple
to read the Bible, When they would find out
fhat crrunblintr is roundly condr}mnod‘ He
has read the Bible with wrong spectacl I
‘anuot find wher“ the practice is cmxdomnod
in the Bible. 1 buy tickets in the “ Golden
Ce=ket ” for 5s. 3d., and this is how the
money is disbursed: 8d. goes to the Com-
monwealth Covernment, 4d. to the State, 1s.
8d. to the hospitals, and 1s. 10d. io the
people who are lucky enough to win a prize.
Mr. Vowres: It 15 an honest gamble.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: It is an honest
gamble, and I would much rather put my
53 &d. into that channel that put it on a
horse.  The “ Golden Casket” cannot be

drugged; it never runs stii—(laughter)—it
is never left at the post, and I always get a
run for my money. {Laughter.) I want te
remind the Committee that we have many
records of where gambling has taken place.
I am only going to refer to one. It was in
a time of great storm and stress; the death
of many people was involved, and there was
only one way in which it was suggested that
those lives could be saved. They were
directed to draw lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah, who was heaved overbeard. and the
1

trouble coass (Laughter.) I would remind

the hon. membe for Mdmbﬁm ugh that that
15 in the Bible, and it is geod cnough for me.

Question put and passed.

INSANITY.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
AL J. Jones, ]’uddm(;fon): I beg to move—
“That £1£8,617 be granted for ‘In-
sanity.” ”’
Hon., moembers will nctice that there is »
decreas» of 5‘10 25% in this vote compared

with last year’s appropriation.
Jucstion put and passed.
LAZARET.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.

AT Jr)m”, Puaddiagton): 1 beg to move—
S eranted for ¢ Laza-

That £8,506 be
ret.”

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): There is an
increase of something like £1.000 in connee-
tion with this vote, and that increase is very
much needed. I am sorry it is not more
than fhut During the past few years a
great advance has been made in connection
with the treatment of leprosy, which is prac-
tically being got under control throughout
the world. All that could be dene is not
being done for the inmates on Peel Island.
“mvug ten months ago I tock the opportunity.
with other hon. members, of going to Peel
Island to sce the conditions under which the
ptople were living there. We found that they

had quite a number of grievances, which we
endeavoured to get remedied, but with less
success than we should have had. I have a
cutting here from the ¢ Telegraph’® of 25th
F“bxum last, giving a report by Thomas J.

Mr. Gledson.]
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MeMahon in connection with the leper sta-
tions in the Seuth Sea Islands, Most of us
have read about the leper stations there in
the works of Jack London and other writers

who visited the islands and saw the condi-
tions wunder which the lepers were being

housed and treated. The lepers in the South
Sea Islands have been taken charge of by
the British Government and provided with
doctors and nurses. We have photographs
shown in this issue of the ¢ Telegraph,”
shewing that everything is provided for the
comfort of the lepers. The article states—
¢ Cheerfulness is the prime es:ential
towards cure. To this objective infinits
care has been taken to make all sur-
roundings of the lepers as beautiful as
possible. Llvery setilement is laid out in

a series of pretty gavdens, beautiful
Yy & , !

wall and  well-ended  sward,  with

lovely rain trees ever offering  their

refreshing shade, and under which the
lepers may throw their mats and resi.
Considerable trouble has been taken to
give a picturesque tourh to everything.
The buildings are brightiy painted insil
and out, and kept serupulously neat and
clean, the gardens «how only the brightest
coloured flowers, the wallks and sward
arc decidedly pleasant in their neatness.
The lepers, men and women, are dressed
in white and pink striped uniforms and
dres: ey and Jooss, and seeing them
moving about from a distance the whole
effect 15 anything but a reminder that
one is gazing upon a little world of
lepers.  Cleanliness i= another essential
to cure, the nurses keeping a never-ceas-
ing vigilance over the lopers so that they
may not become negleetful in their habits.
The doctor, nurses, and staff are eover
examples of neatness; all are prim and
smart in well-ironed white suits and robes,

The doctor goes his daily rounds in
immaculate white duck overalls, the
nurses I plain linen dresses or loose

robes and neat crimped bonnets, and he
g staff in white suits. With the
moszt consistent care cleanliness is insisted
upon in sverybody aund in everything.
The great kitchens of the asylum simply
shine with cleanliness. Food is served
in a fanltless manner, and the liberal and
varied diet is of the best guality.”

'
galloral

That shows what has been done in the South
Sea Islands in regard to colourcd lepers.
There are {ifty-two patients in the lazaret
at Peel Island, and the bulk of them are
white men and women. Whai is the treat-
ment they receive there? Take the medical
attention first. We claim that lepers ought
to be the first care of the Government, and
that no expense should be spared to treat
these men and women who are segregated
there with every possible care and attention.
We find that all the medical attention they
have on the island is a visit from the doctor
once a week. The doctor goes down to the
island and goes round the bull of the patients.
He gets reports from the superintendent and
nur=». and I suppose he is there about five
or six hours at the most every week. IHow
is it possible for him to care properly for
those patients? What is wanted is a resident
doctor so that they can be attended to daily.
One of the requirements therc is for the
patients to have intramuscular and intra-

venal injections. This 1s known as Dr.
Deane’s  treatment. I understand that
Dr. Moore has inquired into this treat-

[Mr. Gledson,
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ment, and found from an analysis that
it is a preparation from chaulmoogra
oil. However, they do not take the chaul-

moogra oil in sufficient quantities to do
them any good, so that provision has been
made for the intramuscular and intravenal
injecticns. We find that there is no one to
go down there and attend to the patients.
They would also like a dentist

[10 p.m.] to go down there occasionally and
attend to their tecth. In connee-

tion with drugs, we find that, when anyone
is sick and they have a visit from the doctor,
it takes a considerable time befor> they get
their drugs or medicine there. 'Thev iook to
ths medicine to cure them, but swhether it
does cure them or not we cannot say. When
anvone is sick they always have faith in the
medicine to cure them, and sometimes a cure
is offectad by faith more than the medicine—
I hope the hon. member for Townsville will
excuse me for saying that. Cheerfulness
and faith often effect a cure where medicine
alone wonld be totally unable to do it. These
patients want to get the medicine as speedily
as possible. Under the present system they
get in such a state waiting for the medicine
that it does not do them any good. I under-
stand a nurse has gone down there to look
<fter these people. We cannot help giving
a meed of praise to anvone who will go
down there and give their time to tho
patients. The purse is a sister of the Church
of England Mission who came out here with
the Archbishop of Brisbane. She has left
her associations in Brishbane and has gone
down there to devote her services to \‘he'se
people. She was there when we visited the
lazaret. When a nurse is devoting her_life
to patients like that, ev i hould be
done by the Government to try and make
evervthing as comfortable ﬂslpo:sxb}o down
theve, (Hear, hear!) In addition to attend-
ing the patients, this nurse has alo to do
her own cleaning and washing and leck after
her own honse. That is not right. It must
teke all her time to look after the fifty-two
patients on the island. Aft‘or serubhing ﬂn(‘%
washing her own house, she has to attend
to the patients. and she should be able "co
do that with absolutely clean hands. She
shontd be able to give full attention to the

patients. .
2y, Fry: She should have an assistant
there.

Mr, GLEDSON: Ves. I pointed this mat-
ter out ten months ago, and so far I have
not received a repnly from the Health Devart-
ment. T bring this matter before the Com-
mittee pow so that T may get an asmurance
that somothing is being done. We know
that the present Flome Scerstary and his
deps t have done a geod al in con-
rection ith the buildings down there.
Tittle huts have been given to the patients
and thev live in them separately, and many
of them are model honwas. ! was

T

Hspecially
this the case in the huts kept by the women.
They were spick and span. and 'the ITome
Secretary had provided a certain amount
of furniture which enabled them to make
thom comfortable.  Aronnd the hufs some
of them had little gardens of flowers and
other things which made them quite attrac-
tive; others again nuite neglecte
The Home Sceratarv is to be congratalat
on the ercetion of a nice hiall snd also a voom

ware

for dresiinzs. There is. hewever, Lo veran-
dah around that buildies. and sinee onlv
one per:on can go 1nto at a time—and
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on Pecl Island, as at many coattal places,
there is often continual n.ln—m fact, 1
think it rained from the time wo weng there
till the timc we 1\,J~m have to
wait a consziderable time for their dressings.
We asked that a verandah should be put
around the huilding, so that ther could walt
cut of the wet. I would like to kuow
what has been done. A hosnitsl orderly
should be appointed to assist the nurse.
Fitty-two ])’Llipl’t% are too many for one
nurse to d(}dl with, and a hospital erderly
could assish with the dressings—-getting the
bandages ready and probably doing the bind-
ing up. The nurse has to paticnts,
the coloured people in particulur, who are
unable to leave their hm:—*ho hite people
are in one part of the honmn‘ and the
soloured vecple in amom er-——and the orderly
could assist her by carrying the ban ;1;10; and
dressings, the drugs and ]mm\e‘: g, and 0 on.

The patients were very keen upon getting
this new treatment. I think thai on the 24th
of this month, the « Tel graph 7 cont: LII‘!E’*d
a veport that further rescarch has b»e:} made
by the Briti Covernment soie and
they have = found certais ds and are
able to grow chaulmeogra trees and sunnly
a greater quanity of chaulmoogra oil. That
report also states that fully 50 per cent. of
the paticents in the station had been cured
and releas as a result of this treatment,
intramuscular or intravenal, whichever is
adopted, and we hold that no effort should
be spmod to see that the best treatment i«
civen ‘ro our own people who are scgregated
from their \nxc and familics iu the inperests
of the poople

Something should also be done at Peel
Island alonfr the hnes which this article in
the * Telegraph’ says has been done at
Makongai, in the South Sea Islands. Peel
Island lends itself to it. One gets out of
tha boat at the wharf and travels through
a mile and a-half of bush country to the
settlement. A splendid place could be made
there by the planting of treces and the form-
ing of avenues, and the growing of plants.
The rurroundmgs could be made cheerful
and better than they arse. The bulidings
could be improved, and some paint put on
them, and other things done to brighten up
the place and the lives of the people there.
Cheerfulness of surroundings and brightness
in their lives will do as much as anything
to cure these people and bring about the
time when they will be restored to their
friends and familics. It will be a very good
Hmw if, as has been suggested in connection
some of the

&

with abm" inal settlements,
certain agricultural work s done. They
could grow sufficient vegetables for them-

a(lvch, kenp f()wls, and have a certain number
of cattle to supply them with milk and other
things. I u derstand that some turkeys were
running loose there for a while, and now
and again somebody would go down and
shoot one or two of them and bring them
away, I do not know whether that is correct.
With a little organisation the surroundings
could be made better. I think the old
biblical idea of a leper having to sit in an
outback place, seen by none, and have his
bit of “tucker” put on a post, has gone
out of date, We do not t‘lin& there is any
danger in going down and hﬂ[pmv them.
Every preeaution, of course, should be taken
fo see that the discase does not spread.
People have a wrong idea about this matter.
You might meet these persons in Queen
street and not know there was anything the

[31 Avucust.]}
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matter with them. I do not think anyone
nead be afraid to go there. If the Home
Beeretary adopted the idea of having garden
plots in V\thﬂ the inmates could grow vege-
tables, fhose vegetables could be bought for
the Imtitution, and the men get a few
shillings to send to their wives and families.
it would not cost any more, because ther

and it would give

have to buy a lot now,
the inmates an incentive to keep the place
bright, and would help them along. Mr.
L(tdv, who was in Brisbane not very long
ago, formed a committee in Brisbane. I
mderstand  that the hon. member for
Bulimba is a member of that committee.
Perhaps he has been down there, and will
ho able to tell us something about what he
has seen.

Another improvemani’ hich we think
nnght be made is to send a few pictures down
to be placed in the concert room, which
would thus be brightencd up and made
cheerful, instead of being a place with bare
walls, into which nobody wants to go

These are some of the things we have
pointed out. We hope that the matter will
be attended to, and that some reply will be
given, s that we can let the people know
whether they have bcen forgotten by wus,
or whether these matters are being attended
to. and their lot made a little brighter.
The Government should do whatever they
can to improve their chances of recovery.
I am glad to sce that another £1,000 is
being provided. I hope that gr reater medical
attention will be given, as that is one of the
main things they want to enable them to
recover.

Question put and passed.

MEDJCAL,
The SECRETARY TFOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 bieg to move—

“ That £2 465 be granted for ¢ Medical
Officers.

Question put and passed.

OUTDOOR RFLIEF.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
to move
“That £52,072 be granted for
door Relief.” ”

T beg

¢ Out-

There is a decrcase in the amount asked for
this year, As I do not anticipats very much
discussion on this vote I will content myseif
with :imply moving it. (Laughter.)

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anago): I would like
to ask the Minister what was the full amount
v\rended last wear on outdoor relief. Was
it in excess of the estimate? I am very
pleased to see that there is a docreaue.in
the vote this year. The result of decreasing
the vote must only point to the fact that

thore is increased prosperity in the State.
Mr, Brexns¥: Under a Lsbour Govern-
ment.

Mr. EDWARDS. It is to be hoped that
there will be increased prosperity. It is a
very dangerous thing to have able-bodied
men knocking about the country going from
pice to place obtaining rations.

A CGoverxmuenT Mrweer: The hon.
would let them starve.

Mr, EDWARDS: No. Hundreds of men
throughout Queensland who have been draw-
ing rations could have got work if they would
only take it.

member

Mr. Edwards.]
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Mr. Prasg: The hon.
what is not correct.

Mr. EDWARDS: I know men who have
absolutely refused to accept 145, a day. They
have gone to the police station and drawn
rations.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
lated case.

Mr. EDWARDS: XNo.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixrs: Does the hon.
member know that we have just p'tssed
through a war period, and that we have been
living in abnormal times?

Mr. EDWARDS: I quite admit that. Any
one who has knocked about with men will
know that there is always a percentage who
are prepared to take evervthmo and give
nothing in return.

Mr. WEIrR: Under 2 per cent.

Mr. EDWARDS: We should not be called
upon to give rations to healthy able-bodied
men in this State. TUnder no consideration
should that be tolerated by any Government.
We should be in a pOHlf on to give a man a
ticket and say to him, “Here 1s work for you,’
and, if he is not prepared to work, then he
should not be fed by the State. Every able-
bodied man who is obtaining rations frocm the
State when he can get worls and is not pre-
pared to accept it is rveally living on the
chnri‘ry of those who are working. It does
not matter two straws whether they be
labourers or whether they be farmers, they
are living on the people who are working.
and that sort of thing should not be encous-
aged under any consideration. The Govern-
ment should take steps to wce that every able-
bodied man in the State is provided with
work. I know that the Ilome Secrctary has
given this matter a great deal of study. We
had in my district, from the starting of tho
railways, able- bodied men walking there with
their swags on their backs and thov collected
rations all the way.

Ar. WEIR: Were they loafers?

Mr. EDWARDS: Whether they were
loafers or whether ther were not, when they
got there they could not get work. We have
no right to bring immigrants: to this State
while we have able-bodied men out of em-

member s saying

That is an iso-

ployment.  While we require capital to
develop this State and make it what it
should be, the biggest necessity of all is work

and to zec that no man is unemployed. I
hope the Government will take this matter
into serious consideration, and that soon no
able-bodied man will be in a position to say
that he is unable to obtain work.

Mr. TAVILOR (Windsor): T take it that
every niember of the Committes is gratified
to sce a very substantial redustion in this
vote for outdoor relief. Any onc would think
from the remarks of hon members on the
Government side that it is a degradation to
azk an able-bodied man to work for the
rations that the State provides for him. The
complaint we have regarding the distribation
of outdoor relief is not that men who are out
of employment are provided with the neces-
saries of life, but that work should be per-
formed for the rations which ave distri-
buted. That is a fair and reasonable request.
I am not in a position to say how many men
get rations who are not deserving of “them.

TMr. Bdwards,
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On several occasions the department has taken
action against people who have been gctting
rations when they were not entitled to receive
them, and fines have been inflicted.

Mr. W. Coorrr: They
ones who did wrong.
embezzled money.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not saying that the:
arc the only ones. Considering that such
a large amount of public money i: expended
in relief rations, surely some arrangement
nsight have beun come to by which the local
authorities would have had some control of the
money spent in the aves concerned, so that
a suitable return might have been made to
the State for the moncy expended. The
great majority of men are not loafers or
])ardﬂfeg and do not want charity; but, if
vou commenrce a system like we have had
in operation for the last year or two of
giving charity, we shall destroy the manhood
of men, and bring them to the condition
that they will try te do without working.
I» regard to the distribution of relief during
the current vear, I trust that a echeme will be
devised under which men who are fit to
work will have work fourd for them to do.
Perhaps the local autboritics may be given
power to carry this out. i not )1ght
that in a State like Quneensland, where we
have so wuch land which might be profitably
used if labour were utilisad. to have to
distribute so much money in charity doles.
Surely hon. members do not stand for a
system which is practieally pauperizing so
many people in the community !

Mr. FORDE:
Mr. TAYLOR: The hon.

that I am rot so stupid as to want
out all relief. ¥le should not think
am such a fossil as that. (Laughter.) When
a man necds relief, the Government should
see that he gets it. There arc many women
and children who have to be waintsined by
the State. I am saying that able-bodied men
\\}10 can do a day's work should do that
work before they get any relief. We should
not make the mistake we made last year of
turning this into a philanthropic institution.
We do not say that those who arve unable
to work should mot receive relief.

The SBCRETARY TOR MIXES:
reduced.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am pleased to sce that
it is reduced, and I hope that b'v the end
of next vear the department will e a.ble to
reduce it considerably ore. There is no
doubt that condlt'ons are xmpwo\lng in the
State. - In the agricultural industry, especi-
ally with regard %o cotton caltivation, there
is likely to e a considerable i nmoxement
and morve Jabour will be required to carry
on the work required to be done. If condi-
tions continue to improve, I would Iike to
sce the vote cut down next vear to £15,000
or £20,000.

At 10.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said : Under the pro-
visions of Standmg Order No. 307, I shall
now leave the chair and make my report to
the House.

The House resumed.

are not the only
Bank clerks have

Would you cut out all relicf?
member knows
te cut
that 1

The vote is

The CrAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Comimittee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.





