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PoSITION OF MANAGER oF ¢ GOLDEN (4SKET.”

WEDNESDAY, 30 AUGUST, 1822,

The Seeskrr (ifon. W. Bertram, Muaree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

SHAMINATION OF TRADE APPRENTICES, CENTRAL
TecuNIcsL COLLEGE.

Mr. KERR (Fnroggert) asked the Sccretary
for Public Instruction—

‘1. How many examinations have been
held, the dates, number of candidates,
those ‘ quelified’ and ‘not qualified,” of
trade apprentices .at the Technical
College, Brisbane?

“2. How many of the qualified candi-
dates were placed in apprenticeship, and
at what trade; how many were not
absorbed prior ‘to the date of the last
examination; and hoW many were
debarred b; ‘over age Dbecause °‘no
vacancy’ offered?

“3. Is it correct that in certain cases
where lads were put on, subject to exam-
ination, that on failure their services werc
dispensed with, irrespective of the fact
that the employer was highly satisfied;
also, that such examination subjects in
which failure was returned would be
difficult to connect with the particular
trades engaged in?

“4. Is he aware that certain awards
contain clauses requiring that the result
of proficiency examinations must be sub-
mitted by an apprentice to a union
secretary 77

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)

replied—
“1. Four.
Examinations. Number Num‘aer“ Number
Sat. | Passed. | Failed.
S
December, 1920 . 72 54 18
June, 1921 104 72 32
December 1921 . 141 8% - 52
June, 19: ’2 e 243 127 | 116
——
2. Ninety-five.
(Blectrical Trades Group .o 1
Building Trades Group ... ... 25
Engineering Trades Group ... 24
Furniture Trades Group .. 13
Printing Trades Group ..o 12
Leather Trades Group .. 6
Sheet Metal Working Trades
Group .. 14
95)

Sixty-three.
None.

3. In one case a boy was employed in
contravention of the award. In this
instance the employer was not satisfied.
The examination in which the boy failed
was a simple paper in arithmetic.

““4. Yes, but in such cases a return
must be filed with his employer also.”

Mr. KERR asked the Home Secretary—

“1. Has the manager of the “ Golden
Casket” resigned his position, or has he
bu\n dismissed ?

2. Does he know such manager or ex-
manager’s present whereabouts? Has he
instituted any Inquiries in this connec-
tion; and, if so, with what result?

“« 5 Has he any knowledge of wrongful
appropriation of moneys connected wnh
the ““ Golden Casket”’; if so, by whom
was such wrongful appmpmatlon made ?

"4, As & proportion of this monoy is
pald into a Government Trust Fund <md
is utilised by the Government for various
purposes, including an allocation inte
ordinary revenue account of the State,
will he inform the House all about the
alleged defalcations, if true?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.

J. Jones, Paddington), in the absence of the
Home Seccretary (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns), replied—

““1. The manager’s services have been
dispensed with.

“2. 1 was aware of his address up to
the 17th August, since when I have not
been concerned.

3. No; and the report of the inspector
of the Auditor-General’s Department dis-
closes that there has not been, and there
is not, any wrongful appropmahon of
moneys connected with the ¢ Golden
Casket.

“ See answer to No. 3.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : FHear, hear!

APPLICATION OF CLOSURE TO MINES RESULATION

5 Biut, oy 1810,
Mr. SWAVNE (Mirani) asked the hon.

membeor for Gregory—

“JIs he aware that his statement in
Committw on Friday last regarding the
agging ’ of the Mines Regulation Bill

oy a provious Government, and which he
advanced as an excuse {or the unpre-
cedented use of the ‘ gug’ by the present
Government, is quite incorrect, and that,
in the case he refers to (the Mines
Regulation Bill), on the sceond reading,
when the ‘gag’ was not applied, ten
Labour members spoke, and that the
Committce stage occupied two days,
clauses 1 to 29 being fully discussed and
the remaining clauses (30 to 71) being put
through under an order of the House,
the ‘ gag’ not coming into operation at

all 7’
Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) replied—

¢ The honourable member’s question is,
as usual, based on false premises. No
member who showed a bona fide desire
to intelligont‘v discuss any measure has
been ‘gagged’ by this Government.
Those guilty of obstrudaoﬂ should, and,
of course, have been ‘gagged’ for
wasting the time of the House. The
guillotine, which has never been used
by this Governmens, is a greater restric-
tion on discussion than the closure. A
majority of the late Liberal party,
including the honourable member for
Mirani, voted to apply the guillotine to
the Committee stages of the Mines Regu-
lation Bill of 1910, with the resuly that
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one important clauses of that
measure were passed, and neither amend-
ment nor dehate was permitted thercon.
The honom‘ublo member for XMirani iz
recorded by ¢ Hansard’ as having voted
forty-five times on the svening of 28th
bopteml,er 1910, to pass clauzes without
giving the Labour party the right to
either amend or discuss them. For this
reason he would be well advised to dele-
gate the asking of such questions to some
colleague not posscssed of such a sticky
political past.”

. Government laughter.)

FOR IFMPLOYEES 4T
Bowrx COALFIELD.

HIoT«ING  ACCOMMODATION
StaTE COALMINE,
Mr. COLLINS
stary for Mines—
1. What steps are being taken to
provide housing accommodation for the
emplovees at the State coalmine, Bowen
conlfield ? .
‘2. Has he taken into consideration
the reservation of allotments for
employees working in the State mine?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES replied—
“1. The gencral superintendent of
State coalmines has at present in hand
the building of workmen’s homes for
employees of the State cozlinine.

“2. Yes. A number of allotments at
Collinsville, Bowen coalfield, have been
reserved for the ercction thereon of
workmen’s homes for State coalmine’s
employees.”

(Bowen) asked the Secre-

3JinERS” HoMERTEAD LEASESR AT COLLINSVILLE,
BoweN COALFIELD.
Mr. COLLINS asked the Secretary for
Mines—

“1, How many allotments were dis-
posed of under the Miners' Homestead
Perpetual Leases Act at the recent sale
at Collinsville, Bowen coalfield ?

2. Were the upset prices obtained?

“ 3. What was the capital value
realised ? :

‘4. What will be the annual rent?”

'l‘he SECRETARY FOR MINES weplied—

* 1. Allotmeunts . . ... 84
Five-acre port;om . S
0z

Yes, in regard to eleven allotments
wnd four pO!‘thHa and more than upset
price in regard to seventv-three allot-
ments and five portions.

£ s.d.
3. 84 allotments ..o 7,112 0 ¢
9 (b-acre; portions 691 10 0§

£7,803 10 0

£ s d
“4. 84 allotments L. 213 7T 2
9 (b-acre) D()rt‘o 20 14 11

Roap CONSTRUCTION ON SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS,
My, TAYLOR (1Wind:or) asked the Premier—
“Will he consider the mlviﬂbiliw of
having ¢stimates prepared for road con-
struction on the wvarious soldicr settle-
ments so that these settlements mav have

a full share of the expenditure of the

[30 Avcust.]
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proposed £35.0600 which has been allottec

to Ouoemh‘xd by the Federal Government

for the purposes of road construction?”
The PREMIER (Hou 1. .
Filinoc) replied-—

© Yes”

Theodore,

TABLING OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

My, PETRIE (Zoomdul)
micr—

asked the Pre-

 When will the repoﬂs conuected with
the Home Sceretars’s and other depari-
nents that have not already been fur-
nisiied  be presented and laid on the
table of the Ilouse?”

The PREMIER replied--

“As soon as prl

RepucTioN oF LIABILITY OF
WICKER IFACTORY

CO-OPERATIVE
70 BriNp INSTITUTION.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxzley)
Home Secceretary—
© With reference to the amount of
£350, owing in 1919 to the Blind Insti-
tution by the Co-operative Wicker
Tactory, responsibility for which was
undertaken by the Federal Furnishing
Tl de Society, Queensland Branch, will
he state what sums. if any, have been
paid to date in reduction of that
iiabilihr 2

The SECRETARY FOR MINES, in the
absence of the Home Sccretary, replied—
©£8110.7

asked the

ISTANCE TO BUILDING TRADES
GUILD.
Mr. EPLPHINSTONE

tary for Public Lands—

*1. 31s ho aware of the existence of a

B uﬂdz ¢ Trades Guild or some such body

that has 1ts ovigin in the Trades Hall

and aims at undertaking constructional
work on co-operative lines?

2. Has the Government given any
financial sssistance to this body; if so.
when, to what amount, and on what
terms of interest and repayment?

‘“3. Is this body in the debt of any
State enterprise; if -so. which, and to
what extent?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY

{(Ifon J. Larcombe, Heppel), in the absence

of the Scerctars for Public Lands (Fon. J.
. (ovtm Warrego), replied—

GOVERNMENT ASS

asked the Secre-

¢

‘1. T am awarc of the existence of
a Buﬂding Trades Guild.
¢ 2. Timber wa= supplied to the guild
on creditf.
€31 refer the bhon.
2inister in charge of
for o reply to this

membor to the
State onterprises
question.”

AceExT-Geserat 1X LONDON—INTENTIONS OF
AR, FrHEsLy:  TERWINATION OF MR,
HoNTER'S APPOINTMENT.

My, ELPHINSTONI asked the Premier—
“1. Can he give the House any infor-
nation in_ regard to the intentions of
Tihelly in his capacity as Agent-
Generals for Queensland?
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2. What cxpenditure did the State
incur in regard to his appointment in
the way of travelling expenses and allow-
ances ?

“3. In the eveut of Mr. Fihelly relin-
quishing his position, at whose expense
will he return to Queensland?

“4. Upon what terms and conditions
was Mr. Hunter’s appointiment as Agent-
General terminated ¥’

The PREMIER replied—

1. His expressed intention was to do
his best as Agent-General to advance the
interests of Quecensland.

2. £1,063 9: Td.

ez

3. At State expens

, if he holds office

for the fuil pericd of his appointment.
4, Salary for the whole of February,
1922, and expenses of him and family
m returning to Queensland.”
PROPOSED NEW RAILWAY.
Pran, Ero, TABLED.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) laid on the
table—

Plan, scction, and book of reference of

the proposed extension of the Mount
Morgan branch railway from Baralaba
to Castle Creek ;
Together with the report of the Commis-
sioner for Railways thercon,
The Commissioner’s report was ordered to
be printed.

SUPPLY.

Covurrree—THIRD ALLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
PreMizR aND CHIEF SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
MIiSCELLANEOUS SERVICES.

Question stated—That £37,525 be granted

for ‘¢ Miscellaneous Services.”

Mr. BIZER (Yundah): Before the vote
goes through, I would like to say a few
words with regard to the Lieutenant-
Governor, for whom an allowance of £950
is provided on this vote. I have spent a
little time looking into the position of the

Resumrrion or

Lieutenant-Governor. It certainly seems
rather remarkable, in view of the attitude
of the Government in recently ruthlessly

reducing salaries in the public service, that
provision is still made—I say unlleces@arlly—
for £950 to be paid to a geatleman for no
particular serviees whataver, It is recag-
nised that during the absence of the Governor
a Lieutenant-Governor must act in his stead.
That only happens under extraordinarr eir-
cumtances, such as during the period when
there is a (h'mrre of Governors or something
like that. That has been a part of our
system of government for a good many vears.
T have bc{‘n locking up the records fo see
what the practice has been, and I find that
the position of Lieutenant-Governor has
usually been held br the Chief Justice of the
State 1 an honorary capacity. The first to
hold that high office, in his capacity as Chief
Justice, was Sir 8. W. Griffith, and he natur-
ally carried out his functions very satisfac-

torily. Rir 8. W. Griffith held office until
he was appointed Chief Justice of the Com-
monwealth High Court, when he was suc-
ceeded by Sir Pope Cooper, who became
Chief Justice of Queensland. That gentle-
man was appointed Lieutenant-Governor, and

[Mr. Sizer
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I maintain that he carried out the duties of
the office equally satisfactorily. The time
came, however, whon the political spleen of
the Government was dirccted against Sir
Pope {(ooper, and they decided that by all
means thev should get rid of him and take
away from him all power whatsoever. The
Government first removed him from the posi-
tion of Lieutenant-Governor, and afterwards,
in venting their spleen, thcy removed him
from the bench altogether.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T hope the
hon. member will discuss the vote before thoe
Committee.

Mr. BIMFER: I am conn » my remarks
with the Mstimates by referring to previous
crennants of the office. I was saying that
the position had been filled very satisfactorily
in the past by the Chief Justice. The office
was also filléd at different periods by the
President of the Legislative Council. Seeing
that the Legislative Council has been abol-
ished, naturally the position of Lieutenant-
Governor, which was filled by the President
of the Council, died with it. We¢ now ceme
to this point: Seomg that an executive
officer 1s mneceswary to act in place of the
Governor at times, who should be appointed?
The Governinent have «decided that the
ex-President of the Legislative Council should
be appointed to that position, for which
he is to receive £950 a year. 1 say that
that is a most flagrant waste of money,
and it is adding absolute insult to the public
servants who have been compelled to accept
a reduction in their salaries. At the samo
U'me, it shows to a great extent the hollow-

osg of the Government’s cry for economy,

altlhularlv when one of their own particular
fuondb is benefited in this direction.

Mr, Harrrey: It would be all right if i
were given to Sir Pope Cooper. 1t would
not be a flagrant waste of money then.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member should be
the last man in this House to talk abous
advocating a reduction of wages. IHe offered
to resign his scat if the wages of public
sorvants ware reduced.

My, HARTLEY: I never advocated a reduc-
tion of wages.
Mr. SIZER: But you voted for a reduc-

tion of wages.
My, HARILEY :

£300 a vear.
Mr. SIVER:

Only

for those getting over

The hon.

centleman voted

with the Government for the reduction of
WALes.

The CHAIRMAN: Ouder! T hope the
hon, gentleman will connect his remarks with
the item mentioned in the KEstimates.

Mr. BSIZER: In Canada, since 1903 the

position of Lieut anant-‘;mernm or Deputy
Governor of the various provinees has always
been held by the Chief Justice. Prior to
that, when there was a British garrizon there,
and before the country ﬂn;oy(,»d (’omplcte
solf-government, ﬂm position was held by
the senior officer of the military forces, but
since the date mentioned the Chief Justice
of the nrovince has held the position. In
South Africa ever sinee the Union the Chief
Justice has held the position of Lieutenant-
Governor, and it is also held by the Chief
Jus hco in New Zealand, Victorin, New South
les, Tasmania, and South Australia. In
Western Australia the position of Deputy
Governor is held by the ex-Chief Justice in
an honorary capacity.
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The only time when the Licutenant.
Governor is called upon to act is when the
Governor happens to be outside the State.
During the time he is so abseui. the Lieu-
temant-Governor i¢ entitled to half the Go-
VOrNor's &4 1f he acts during the time
that the (overnor is in the State, it 1is
in a purelv honorary capacity, and he is not
ortitled to any salary. In the ordinary
course of events a (Governmor is appointed
for ihe term of five years, Probably threc or
four months weyv clapse between the fermina-
tion of his appointment and the appointment
of a new Governor. During that time the
Lieutenant-Governor would act as Adminis-
trator of the Governiment, and he hitherto
has been entitled to half the salary which
the Governor receives.  This provision goces
outside that altogether, and says that the
Acting Governor :hall reeeive a permanent
salary of £850 per annum. I very much
deubt whethor that is sound, Certainly it
cannot be regarded other than as a gift or a
dole to Alr. Lennon. The Constitution lays
down exactly what a Lieutenant-Governor or
Acting Governor shall receive—that is, half
the Governor’s salary during such time as

he is adininistering the office, I1f this 1s
not w flagrant waste of monecy, I do not

v where one can be found., I do
no know where it would be possible

to find a more glaring case of providing a
dole for a Government supporter, who,
undoubtedly, has done good work for the
Government. It seems rather humorous that
whilst the Agent-General is under a special
agreement, Mr, Lennon has no such agree-
ment, and therefore was at the mercy of
the Government when thev decided to reduce
salaries by b per cent. I would like to know
whether Mr. Lennon agreed to the 5 per cent.

reduction. I cannot see any ground for
agreeing to this item. The Premier might
inform us whether the Constitution makes

provision for an Acting Governor, and
whether the salary is not laid down. He
might also tell us whether it is appropriate
to grant a salary to a gentleman in this way.
The Government cannot now object to the
Cthief Justice of Queensland acting @s Deputy-
Governor. What is to prevent the Chief
Justice carryving out the duties of this office
in an honorary capacity? If he is competent
to fill the position of Chief Justice, surely he
iz competent to fill the position of Acting
Governor., That would save the community at
least £950 a year. and I do uot think that
any injustice would be done. The gover
ment of the State would be carried ¢n just

as effectively, and it would be some satiz-
faction to the nublic servants who have had
to accept a reduction to Lknow that the

Government are attempting to economise and
are not wasting the money in this way.

I would also like an explanation of the
itera of the Australian trade revresentative
in the ¥Fesh, I understand that there is an
arrangement with the Corumonsealth Gover:-
ment in this connection. I would like to
krnow if the Government ave satisfied with
the  representation they wre gerting, and
wiicther thev think thev are gotfing value
for the £2.8525, and whether it would not be
better to reconsider the question entirely. We
have rcad o lot of adverse criticism about
the Australian trade representaiive in the
Fast. It is necess for Australia to be
represented in the Fas!, but I would like
soine  explanation from the Premier as to
whether the Government are satisfied with
the value they are getting for the money

15223 r
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oxpended. I enter iny objection to the item
of £950 as wsllowance to the Lieutenant-
Governor.

Mr., VOWLES (Dalby): When speaking
last night I took exception to the allowance
of £950 to the Lieutenant-Governor, which
we consider is altogether unnecessary. When
the occasion arises for the appointment of a
Lieutenant-Governor there 1s ample power
to make that appointment under the dormant
commission recently referred to. In view of
the economy which has been practised on the
public servants. we cannot see any justifici-
tion for the cxpenditure of £950, and I beg
therefore to move the omission of the item—-

“ Allowance to the Licutenant-Gov-
ernor, £950.7"

OrrostTIoN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. E, G. Theodore,
Chillugoe) : Hon. members opposite have
made a very unnecessary personal attack
upon the Lieutenant-Uovernor.

OppoOSITION MFMBERS : No.

The PREMIER: What other Interpreta-
tion can be placed upon the action of the
Opposition? They have not only assailed
the occupant of the office, but they have
actually moved the omission of this allowance
made to him. The two or three hon. mem-
bers who have spoken have referred in most
disparaging terms to the present occupant
of the office. It is not as though the sug-
gestion by the hon. member for Nundah
can be carried out. The position of Lieu-
tenant-Governor is held by Mr. Lennon, and
not by the Chief Justice. The appointment
was made two and a-half years ago.

Mr. StzEr: The hon. gentleman can retive
him if he likes.

The PREMIER : Not unless by the diree-
tion of the King.

Mr. Stzer: The hon. gentleman is one of
the King’s advisers. On whose recommenda-
tion was the Lieatcnant-Governor appointed ?

The PREMIER: I do not mind telling
hon. members what ought to have been
within their knowledge for the last two ang
a-half years. Mr. Lennon was appointed
by a commission under the hand of the
King himself, on the recommendation of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
after advice received from the then Governor
of Queensland, the late Sir Hamilton Goold-
Adams, who was acting upon the advice of
his Ministerial advisers in Queensland.

. Mr. Sizer: The hen. gentleman can re-
verse that process.

The PREMIER: At that time the term
of office of the then Governor was expiring.
1 think he had thre» months’ leave granted
> him bv the Secreta of State for the
(‘olonies, and I think it waz in Fcbruary,
1920, that he was due to leave Queensland.
Before he left it Tecame necessary to con-
sider the appointment of a Lieutenant-
Governor. T have myself made more than
one reference to the fact that the Govern-
ment did not desire to have any more
Imperialiv appointed Governors, but that we
wantesd to carry out our policy of having
locally appoint=d Governors; and, consistent
with that policv, the Government recom-
mended that Mr. Leonon should be ap-
pointed TLieutsnant-Governor. If we could
have had our policy carried out to dits full
offcct, there would not have been anv furthgl’
appointment. On discussing this matter

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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Iingland with the then Secretary of State
for the Colonies, Lord Milner, he told me
that he had no strong views himself, and
did not think that his (olleaguos in Lng]and
had any strong views upon the question,
but. until the majority of the States had
decided upon the policy of appointing local
men az Governors or Lieurnnu)t»G()\‘ot'nors, he
-thought that it would prejudice the matter
if he were to ¢ appoint other than an Imperial
Governor; but, so soon as a majority of
+the States were in favour of an alteration
of the existing system, the Imperial Govern-
ment would fall in with that policy, and
wonld agree to a local man being appointed.
¢ourse, as ab present consti-

[4 p.m.] tuted, the other State Govern-
ments are not disposed to agree

to that policy. I think Vietoria had already
made some represtntations practically in
the same direction as my own representa-
tions: but sinee then they have met with
some opposition and pubhc criticism in that
State. At présent there is not a majority of
the States in favour of the appointment of
local Governors, and therefore Imperial men

are still appointed as Governors to the
various States. We had to accept that
position  withowt cavil, and 8ir Mathew

Nathan was appointed to the position of
Governor in Queensland. He is a gentleman
who is very well qualified to fill the position
while it 1% necessars to have Imperiallx
appointed  Governors. Mr. Lennon was
appointed Lieutenant-Governor under the
King’s commission, dated 1920. There is no
time limit to that appointment; it is an
appointment for life; and he continues to
hold that appointment.

Mr. Morcax: Why this large salary?
The PREMIER: The hon. member would
sneer at anyone occupying that position who
has been connected with the Labour party,
or with the progiess of the democratic policy
of this State. The position is there, and the
salary is paia so that the gentleman occupy-
ing the position may uphold the dignity of
the office. 1t is conceivable that a gentleman
could be appointed to that pesition from the
people in this State who was wealthy enough
to be able to spurn any suggestion of an allow-
ance. My, Lennon, unfortunatvh cannot «.o
so. and it is only right, under the circum-
stances, that the Government should make
soree ollowance appropriate to the position
which Mr. Lennon is called upon to fulfil.

Mr. KERR {(Fnogyrra); The Premier has
made one or two mistekes, and I do not
think he has read the Lieutenant-Governor's
Commission for some cousiderable time. I
had the opportunity of reading it to-dav.
First of all, the date iz not 1920, but 28th
November, 1919,

The PremiEr: Although
was =igned in November,
come into effect until 1920.

Mr. KERR: That commission has nothing
to do with any allowance or salary to ths
Lieutenant-Governor of this State.  That
commission simply makes provision for the
office of Governor to be carried on in the
event of the Governor suffering any disability
or being absent from the State. I have been
looking up the authorities with regard to the
appmptmem of L;ontonanf Governors, and
I find that Todd, in “ Parliamentary Govern-
ment in the Colonios,” says—
¢ During the temporary absence of the

[Hown. E. (. Theodore.

os

the commission
1919. it did not
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rnor,  the general practice s to
empower the Chief Justice or  s¢nior

judge to act as administrator.”
Then Keith,
S& yr—

“In the abscnce of the Governor
through incapscity, the administration is
gencrally delegated to the Lieutenant-
Governor 3§ there is one, and, if not, ta
the Chief Justice of the eolony.”

The present cowmmission appoint
tenant-Governor makes no prov
allowance.

unothor constiturional authority.

r aily
and some special action is nheces-

sary to appoint the late President of the
Legislative Council as Lieutenant-Governor
with « salary of £950 a year. If it is

desired that a Depuby Governor should be
appointed, there is sufficient authority already
in existence for such an appointment. The
Constitution  Act lay‘ down that the
Lieutenant-Governor may receive half the
Governor’s salary while acting in that capa-
city. It is inconceivable, when dl‘htw
economy is being practised in the public”
service, that the Government should appoint
a Lieatenant-Governor ‘at £850 per annum,
There 1s nothing personal in the criticism o
this appointment, as has been suggested by
the Premier. I have listened very carcfully
to the debate, and on no occasion have I
heard the personal element come into the
discussion. It is not the gentleman conm-
cerned that we are opposed to in any shape
or formi; it is the office itself.

The Preyisr: If it was some blue-blooded
arizstocrat you would agree to it.

Mr. KERR: That ds not correct. The
Premier has attempted to sidetrack the ques-
tion altogether by bringing in the question
of the appomtment of a Governor,  The
appointment of a Governor in this State is
nrovided for definitely. 1 have given a good
deal of thought to this matter, and I have
come to the cenclusion that the payment of
this salary is a waste of public money. The
houn. member for Nuudah called it a dele,
and it certainly looks like a dole.

Mr. ConLixs: You did not protest against
the amount ‘pont in connection with the
visit of the Prince of Wales.

Mr. KERR: No. If a salary 1s requived
for the Licutenant-Governor, it is already
provided for in the Constitution. This vote
of £850 for the Licutenant-Governor is
placed among a mumber of misceilancous
1tems, Pos ﬂbl\ in the hope that it would be
overlocked by the Opposition. It is such an
important matter that the Oppmmon under
no circumetances would permit such o vote
to go through without eriticism, more especi-
ally as public servants are suff“rmrv a redue-
tion in their salaries. I intend fo support
the amendment moved by the leader of the
Opposition.

Hox. W. . BARNES (Bulimba): The
Premier, as the previous spoakm‘ remarked,
his really sidetracked the question. First of
@ll, the hon, gentleman said it was a personal
wmetter. 1 have listoned very carefulls to
the debate. and T have not heard one single
word said against the occupant of the officc.
Hon. members may hold different opinions on
the subject of the gentlemar’s suitability for
this appointment, but not a smgl\ word has
been said against the occupant of the office.
The Premier sidetrscked the question, and T
want to bring it back to its original position.
At one period the President of the Legislative
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Council occupied the position of Licutenant-
~Governor, and drew a prescribed salarr for
it; but there is no Legislative Council to-day,
and, apparently, there is a desire that the
prezent  Licutenant-Governor—the ex-Presi-
dent of the Legislative Couucil—should re-
ceive some emolument. It Is quite possible
that the present occupant of the position ms
not do twenty-four houry’ work as Admini.-
trator of the Government in the whole year;
yet he will receive a salary of £950. The
party opposite advoeste this payment, but in
the past they have been dead against any-
thing like it. Is it fair that the public of
Queensiand should be asked to ecarry this
burden of £950 when the Licutenant-Governor
may not use Government House other than
as a visitor once in twelve months? I am
not blaming the ULieutenant-Governor, who
appears on these Jstimates apparently
because the Government have been anxious,
as the result of doing away with another
place. to make provision for him: and this
position has been made for him in which he
will do nothing and will get £950 a year.
T am sure that you, Mr. Chairman, would
lock very cheerfully on a position of that
kind, especially combined with some of the
other positions you occupy at the present
time. It would give standing to your posi-
tion. We find this democratic Government,
who have not been able to redeem the
promise which was made by the Secretary
for Mines to the electors of Paddington that
there would not be any unemployment in
Qucensland, brazenly paying £950 to a
gentleman to act as Licutenant-Governor
because they have no other place to put
him in. I have a suggestion to make. Thore
arc rumours that the gentleman who 1is
occupying the position of Agent-General in
the old country is finding that his wings are
clipped and his surroundings arve not con-
genial.  The Government might be able to
appoint the gentleman who is down in this
particular vote to the position of Axent-
‘General.

Mr. Morgay: He mar be too old.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Murilla forgets that, when it iz a maiter
of political expediency, age is not considered.
I am surprised at the hon. member for
Murilla making such a suggestion in these
democratic days. It seems to me that what
T have sugg »d would he a good way out,
under the circumstances. TLooking at the
matter from the Government point of vie
what is going to be the effect outside this

Chamber? Suppose, for instance, that the
Secreztary for Railways has to to men

who are being retrenched that £950 is being
naid to someone who is doing nothing, what
will those men say? I would not like to be
in the shoes of hon. members opposite to feel
how ther pinch when the public realise
thex are going right beyond their principles,
The time was when they used ‘o argue that
no one should receive a salary above a cer-
tain amount. If we look at the ¢ Industrial
Gazette,” we find there arve hundreds of
wen out of work., but the Government are
going to give a gentlemen £950 a vear who
w11l have nothing to do. I wonder if he will
come in under the Bill which is going to
be introduced to deal with unemployment.
In these days of economy. when people are
being ¢ deflated” or having their salaries
reduced in distinct breach of the Govern-
ment’s policy, we give £950 in connection
with an office the work in which may not
take one day in the year. We have no word

{30 Avcuse.]
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to say against the occupant of the office; we
arc standing for a principle. In these days
constderation should be given to the man
whom the Governmeut sometimes ternr ** the
under dog.” (Government laughter)) We
are told thet it is necessary in some cases
to retire men at sixty-five years of age, and
it seems to me that this is a departure
from  the Government policy. I do not
wonder at the Premicr getting cross. because
this is a distineg breach of the policy of the
Labour party. It is another nail in the coffin
of the party, jusi as the platform decided
upon by the Brisbune Labour Convention

which was held some months ¢ it connec-
tion with which the Premier's advies was
not taken; though the hon. gentleman

swallowed the pill because it is necessary
to keep in with hon. members opposite.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 awmn one of
those who do not think this expenditure of
£950 1s necessary. The hon. member for
Bowen has continually advocated the aboli-
tion of the position of Governor altogether,
and I know that there is a number of hon.
members on the opposite side who do not
approve of the office of Governor at all.
I remember when Federation wwas first being
advocated one of the arguments used in
favour of it was that we were going to do
away with State Governors altogether. and
that a Governor-General would be sufficient
for all purposes, and that there would be a
considerable saving of cxpenditure. The
vote in connection with this particular office
is becoming greater each year: but, notwith-
standing that, we have this amount of £950
put on the Hstimates. The hon. member for
Bowen and other hon. members on the other
side know that we are not going to receive
value for the money. Had the gentleman
concerned been appointed to some position
i connection with State enterprises, he
would have been able to devote his time
and attention to the work, and we woald
have had nothing to complain about then,
recause we wwould receive value for the monev
paid.  But the Licutenavt-Governor wifl
draw this £850 a year and will, perhaps, not
e called upon to give an hour’s attention
fo t dnties of the office in the whole
twelve months.

T am not one of those. and the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen is not one of those, who think
that money should be paid away without
receiving some return. It is cerfainly not
geod business to do that, and it looks to me
¢ made and

2% if this appointment has been

this money placed on the Tstima as
compensation for services rendered.  We
know the circumstances attaching to the

appointment of Mr, Lennon as Licubtenant-
Governor.  We know that at one particular
time he ocecupied the position of President
ot the Legislative Council; and, because he
occupied that position. he was appointed
Licutenant-Governor, just the ssme as Sir
irthur Morgan, the previous President of
the Legislative Council, was also appointed
Licutenant-Governor. We have no objection
to that, although, generally speaking. I think
that, if a Lieutenant-Governor is necessary,
the duties should devolve upen the Chief
Justice, In the Southern States the practice
for years has been for the Chiof Justice to
hold the position. I am still of the opinion
that it is necessary to have a Licutenant-
Governor, as the Governor may become ill,
or he may leave the State for a short period,
and it is necessary to have a man to perform

Mr. Morgan.]
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the work during his absence. That being =o,
the duties should fall upon the shoulders of
the Chief Justice of the State. The Chiet
Justice is already receiving a very handsome
salary for the work he performs. No doubt,
he performs very important work as a judge
of the Supremce Court, but he could easily
carry oub the functions of the Lieutenant-
Governor during the short periods that the
Governor is absent from the scat of govern-
ment. 1t will not be putting any cxtra bur-
den on him, and it is already provided that,
during the period that the Lieutenant-
Governor act< for the Governor, he shall
receive half of the salary allotted to the
(tovernor for ruch short period. I cannot
understand why that practice has been de-
parted from, because there is no
1o depart from: it. The Premier
CGovernment, however, think differently.
Premicr, by iminuation, inferred that, if
the Lieutenant-Governor had been a wealthy
man, we oun this side would have offered
ro objection to his appointment at a saiary
of £950. We are not raising any cbjection
to the fact that Mr. Lenunon wus appointed
to the position. We are drawing attention
to the fact that he is not carning the salary
which appears on the Kstimates, and he
should have been appointed to -ome other
position. If it is necessary to have a Lieu-
tenant-Governor. it should go to the Chief
Justice; but, personally, I would prefer to
wee Mr. Lennon retire from the position and
transfer it to the Chief Justice. It should
be recognised that whoever becomes Chief
Justice should also be Licutenant-Governor.
We arve in the position now that we are pay-
ing a man £950 without receiving one frac-
tion of a penny in return for the expenditure
of that monev. How hon. members oypiposite
can comntenance a thing of that sort, know-
ing as they do that there has been a reduction
in the salaries of all public servants reseiving
more than £300 per annum. I caunct ander-
stand. The present Gtovernment have been
responsible for reducing the salaries of public
servants who are on the bread line and who
scarcely know how to meet their financial
obligations,  They scs Iy know how o
keep body and soul together: vet the Go-
vernment. in a most callous manner. have
reduced their salaries. and at the same time
placed the very large sum of £950 on the
Tstimates to placate and compensate @
gentleman who has been useful to them in
the past.

Mr. Brex We saved mioney by #bolish-
ing the Legislative Council.

Mr, MORGAN:
money was saved, but th

A certain amcunt of
e hon. gentleman who

occupied the position of President is now
recoiving  practically the same salary as

T o 3 e
Tientenant-Governor. When he was Presi-

dent of the Council, he was carrying out
important functions, and he e 1"}1ed his
salary. We have no objection to that, but
cince that Chamber was abolished the ser-
vices of Mr. Lennon have heen retained at
practically the same salary, although we know
that in no way docs he render any rervice
to the State. We are not getting vatue for
the moncy spent. Personally, I do not care
whether the Lieutenani-Governor is & rich
man or a poor man. The Government of the
day have no right to pay away money without
getting full value for it. Here we have the
Government paving away £050 a year. You
can call it what you like. You can call it

[Mr. Morgan.
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a dole or a pension if you like, but thak
money i3 voted to a gentleman who has been
very useful to the Government in the past.

Mr. BrexNax: Don’t you think the money
. 1 3
voted for the present Governor is wasted?
What good is he to Queensland?

My, MORGAN: If hon. gentlemen oppo-
site take that view that the £3,000 a year
paid to the Governor is wasted, why do they
Increase that waste by paying £950 to the
Licutenant-Governor? We know that the
present Governor is doing useful work im
travelling throughout the length and breadih
of the State and bringing brightness into
many homes in the country.

Mr. BRENNAN:

Mr. MORGAN: That is no justification
for increasing the waste of money by giving
Mr. Lennon £950 a year. We get full value
for the amount we pay to the present
(Governor.

Mr. Corrixs: What does he do?

Mr. MORGAN: If hon. members opposite
canuot recencile their consciences to the fact
that the present Governor is carning every
penny of salary he receives, I fail to see how
they can vote for this £950 to a gentleman
who will not give one moment’s attention to
the position.

Mr. Brexyax: On principle we must vote
for it. (Opposition laughter.)

My, Xerr: What about the public servants
who reached sixty-five years of age?

L Ar. MORGAN : No doubt the hon, member
for Toowoomba wishes to be loyal to a *° pal”
who has done good service in the past.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will not refer to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in that way.

Mr. MORGAN: I am pointing out that the
gentleman who occupies the position of
Lieutenant-Governor has been very useful to
the present Government, and they wish to
cempensate him for his usefulness. I am
sure that, if Mr. Lennon did not desire the
position of Lieutenant-Governor, it would be
given to the Chief Justice. If there is ever

a vacancy in the position, I am
[4.30 p.m.] sure that this Government will

appoint the Chief Justice to the
position, and he will be able to carry out the
duties of the office in conjunction with his
present duties. If the Governmentr wish to
compensate in any way those who have been
useful to them in the past, it should not be
done at the expense of the public; they
should put their hands in their own pockets,
or make the pavment out of the large funds
which they have at their disposal. It is
humiliating, it is dezrading, to be asked
to vote a sum of £850 as compensation for
one whe has been useful to the Government.

Mr. SIZER (Nundah) : I support the leader
of the Opposition. I think that the Premier
has altegether missed the point. The case
is not affected by the individual who holds
the position. We arc dealing with the gues-
tion of the salary of the Lieutenant-Governor,
which is provided for by the Constitution.
Section 5 of the Governor’s Salary Act of
1872, which still stands, reads—

_ “An officer provisionally administer-
ing the Government of Queensland during
the absence or incapacity of the Governor

You forced him on us.
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or during a vacancy of the office shall
receive one-half the salary of Governor,

and, if he be the holder of anvy other
office, one-half the salary of such office.”

It 15 perfestly clear that provision is made
for a Lieutenant-Governor, no matter who
hie may be, and provision also is made for
iz salary. his item on the Estimates is
something in addition, and it vaises a vather
interesting point.  Assume that this salary
becomes an annual one of £950. and that
the Licutenant-Governor is not called upon
to act during the vear. Assume that the
following year he is called upon to act.
Section 5 of the Goverrdor’s Salary Act of
1872 comes into operation, and he would
receive one-half the Governor’s salary during
the time he was acting. plus the £950 per
vear granted by this House as a kind of
.compensation. That means that we are plax-
ing fast and loose with our Constitution.
Surely, we ought to know whether we arc
going to proceed in accordance with the
provisions of our Constitution, or whether
it is to be made permissible to look to the
Government of the day to provide us with
a sum on the Estimates when we leave this
Chamber, should we have been particularly
useful servants of the Government. I would
like the Premier to tell us whether he pro-
poses to amend the Governor’s Salary Act of
1872 to provide that th» gentleman who
temporarily administers the Government of
the State shall receive a permanent salary of
£050. Unles: an alteration is made, the
Lieutenant-Governor will be entitled to £950
per annum, plus half the Governor’s salary
during the time that he is acting as Deputy
Governor. I think such a positien is unsound,
and it should not be tolerated by this House.
Whether the Chief Justice, Mr. T.ennon, or
the Premier himself held the office, that fact
would not be altered. If the Premier is so
anxious to economise, it would not take very

long to advise IIis Excelleney that, in the
opinion of the Government, 1t is advisable

to revoke the present commission and izsuc
a commission to the Chicf Justice. I have
no doubt that th Governor and Iiis 3lsjesty
would accept that advice and issue a (omm &
sion to the Chief Justice. The Premier’s
argument iz all moonshine and subterfuge

My. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 wish to sup-
port the amendment. I think it is absolutely
necessary that attention should be drawn
to what I consider is a misuse of public funds.

Oprosttion MawBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: We have not been told by
the DPremier ihat there is any  unecessify
for such an appeintmient.  From the time
responsible government was granted to the
people of Queensland there has never been
the slightest necessity for the making of such
an appointment. Whenever the Governor
has happened to be out of the State, or in
some other way has been prevented from
carrying out his duties, previous Govern-
ments have been able to carry on without a
permanent appointment such as this.

At 4.37 p.m.,
Me. . A, Coorer (Bremer),

panel of Temporary Chairmen,
Chairman in the chair.

Mr, TAYLOR: The Government are the
custodians of the pubhc funds, and they have
a right to expend them in an economical way
in a way which will not prevent the activities
of the State being carried on satisfactorily.

one of the
relieved the

[80 Avgus
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We know guite well what hes led up to this
appointment, The Legislative Council was

abolished, and the Government thought that
shoulg

some  provision be made for Mr.
Lonnon, who w t of the Council
at the time, It is Ju~t as well for the Govern-
ment to own up to it.  As President of the
Council, MMr. Lennon. for a short period,
occupied the position of Lieutenant-Governor :
and. when the Council was abolished, the
Governmont thought that some other position
should be found for him. Is Y]l‘lu a principle
to which we ~n ould subscribe ?  If the Legis-
lative Council had continued in existence, Mr.
Lennon would still have occupied the position
of Licutenant-Governor. Theve is ample pro-
vision for a Licutenant- Go\mnow to act when
ion ariscs. without creating a permanent
position for any gentleman. Had this
dnpm.mnvut been made by a Country party
sovernment or a Nationalist party Govern-
ment—had it been made by any Government
other than » Lahour Government, hon. mem-
opposite would have condemned it
aghout the State: and we would have
deserved that condemnation. It is contrary
to the preinciples of hon. members opposite
that such an appointment should bs made
In the face of thar, we are asked 1o sanetion a
vote which is quite conirary to the priuciples
of democratic government. I hope that.
when a vote is taken on the ameudment. the
item will be deleted. There has besn nothing
personal in the romarls made by hon. mem-
bers on this side, but we have been discussing
and disruting a principle which we think
should not operate. The Government should
not have created the position which has
called for the dizcussion which has taken
plaes this afternoon.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zonwoomba): The leader
of the \dtmnﬂ varty said that we wore dis-

and disputing a principle. and that
ix why I have rizen in my place. We have
in Ql\“mhln)d a Goverror who has been

auzhorities

inflicted tipon 1s by the Tmpoer
againet the wishes of the Government in
powsr in Queonsland at the time. We have
nothing pirennal against that gentleman. He
is a gentleman of high standing, of good
education. vory geninl personality. But
what right has Queensland to b» imposed
upon to rhe extsnt of £7.000 a vear for this

man?  H» comes here knowing nothing about
our vonditinns, and we have to teach him
all about them. As sonon as he learns sufli-

cient to have a grip of Queensland, he returns
to Eunvland, Hon. members opposite =aw
skat we are not loval if we do not have a
Governor. The Imperial link with Australia
i= the Gov ernor-Gereral. We have too many
Governors in Australia. We do not want an
imported  Governor in Queensland.  If the
leader of the National partr or the leader
of the Opposition would move to abolish
the office of Governor. I would support it.

Hon, W. Foraax Sarta (o My, Corser):
You'll loswe vour seat at the next election.

Mr. Corser: The wish is father to the
thought. We've heard vour prophecies
before,

Thc TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Cors Why don't vou call on him?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Oyder!

ask the hon, member for Burnett to with-
draw thatr vemark.

Mr. Comser: The Minister interjected, and
I avswersd him. 1 am not going to be a
slave {o anvone in this Committee,

Mr. Brennam.]
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The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN: The and daugliers were carsied oub with crvedit
hen. nber ie not in order in making such  ro themselves m}d. to the State. Theve 18
a remark to the Chair, nothing personal in this debate at alll

Mr. CorsEr: The Minister made an inter- Ay, Ffawieey: Purely political.
jeoti md I ¢ m 9 h - . .

l(r;( 5;)(111(.; nd I answered hime You call him \le. CORSER: Tho position is a purely
o y pulitical one.  Mr. Lennon ws appointed

Hon. W. Foraax Sdirit: You do what you
are taid,

Mr. Consir:
me.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hoy. member to withdraw the remark.
;1 will not.
to withdraw.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: If the
hon. membor does not withdraw, I shall be
forces] to resort to the power provided
under the Standing Orders. I ask the hon.
member to withdraw the vemark he made
to the Chair.

Mr. CoRmseRr:
with?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I dis
agree with the remark ** You call on him,”
as addressed to the Chair. I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that remark.

I will not do whar you tell

You call en the
Ministor

Wkat remark do you disagree

After a pause,
My, Corser: I will withdraw the reumark.

Mr. BRENNAN : I think that on principle
we as a party following the policy of the
Labour platform should not have imported
Governors here.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 do not
think the Government ave really in carnest
in their desire for economy or to give full
justice 1o the public service. It veally
appears from the remarks of the Premier that
the position was filled before it was created.
1 understood the hon. gentleman to say that
it was the desire of the Government to have
a local Governer, and the position was veally
filled hefore the Imperial Government had
been approached, and that, having made that
appointment, they still had to Lkeep Mr.
Lennon in his position because the appoint-
ment had been made by the King on the

advice of the Governwment. The Govern-
ment could do the same with Mr. Lennon as
they would do to an ordinary working man

in the same position. If they had appointed
an ordinary working man uuder a misappre-
hension., they would give him ibe **bLoot”
at ouer, or would ask him to retire, as they
should ask Mr. Lennon to refire, as his ser-
vices arc not required.  According to the
remarks of the Premler and the hon. member
for Toowoomba, it appears that Mr. Lennon
was no: appoitited because there was any
need for his services, but because the Govern-
ment desived a local (Governor. XNow that
they huve an Imperial Governor they are
having two for spite. When we are retrench-
ing and cutting down the salaries of the
public servants. we should not have a man
drawing a big salary for nothing, which
really amounrts to an old age penson.
intend to supnort the amendment.

Me, CORRER  (Burnegt): e Premier
woukl like ro infer that we are making a
Persona artack  uven  the  Lieutenant-

Governor, but the amendment has bheen moved
for reasens quite different from that. Der
sonallv, T have the greatest rvegard for Mr.
Lennon.  When be acted as Governer, he
filledd the vosition with credit to the State,
and the duties which devolved upon his wife

{HMr. Brennan.

to the position of Speaker in this (JJ]a.uber,
< thet he eould qualify for the position to
“Lich lie knew he would eventually be
appointed. Ile was nob very nruch interested
in his position as Speaker, because he knew
that he was to be appointed to the Legis-
lative Council to practically a life position.
When the Government abolished the Legls-
lative Council they abolished Mr. Lennon’s
position  and  salary, and they have now
created his present billet to fulfil their
political promises to him. The salary, instead.
of being paid by the State, shlou}d bhe paid
out of some of the political fL‘mds,sc.(‘ured
bv the Government from their ¢ Liberty
Fairs’ and other such means of obtaining
mones. {Hlon. members on the other Sl.de
object to the expenditure in connection with
His Fxcellency the Governor, et they hm‘je
appointed an understudy. We have an under-
study to the Agent-General at home, whose:
alary we do not know too much about, and
we are supposed to have several more Minis-
ters now than we had formerly.

The SrcreErary For Mixes: There 1s mno
increase in the salaries of Ministers.

r. CORSER: No, but there are more
Vinisters. 1 am not cavilling at the‘se_thrles:
paid to Ministers. I think every Mlmstefx
carns the salary which he receives, but we
object to this Committce being asked to p110~
vide a further £850 as salary for the
Licutenant-Governor, when it has not been
necsssary in the past. Reference has been
made to the present Governor of Quqens}and.
T may sav that Sir Matthew Nathan is a man
whom the whole of Quecensland reapects. The
people of Queensland are quite satixsflegl’ t(z
have a man of his ability and standing from
ihe other side of the world.  He 1s the
) ative of the King. Hon. members.

ropresentys

opposite might as well say that the King
ought to be an _tustralian. It is not a

burning question throughout the country as
to who shall be ITis Majesty’s representative
here. o Jong as he is a man who is capable
of filling the position with the dignity that
ihe office demands. The present occupant of
the posivion is doing that, and there should
be no slurs cast on him. ]

Mr. Corrixs: What are you casting slurs
o, the Governor for?

Ar. CORSER: I am not casting slurs on
the Governor. I am protfesting against rhe
slurs that have come from hon. niembers on

the other side.

Ar. Cornins: Who are they?
Vr. (CORSER: The hon. member for

Toowoomba for one, and I believe the hon.
miember for Bowen——

Ay, COLLINS: 1 rize to a point of order,
T ask that the hon. member withdraw fhat
remark. The hon. member for Bowen has
vot spoken on this vote.

Ve, CORSER: I have not stated that you
did. I <aid the hon. member for Toowoomba
roflected oa the Governor, and I was pro-
coeding to say that I believe the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen desires an Australian to hold
the office of Governor. I am quite satisfle
with ihe present occupant of the position,




S

tpply.

en=land are

o the people of (i
e fmperial nuthorities have been
nt Biv Hatthew Nethan, and
meke no complaint until hrave
appose the amendment, not on per-
suggested by the Promier. but
of the political ronch sugeested in
the appoincinent,

Chaes That the item * Allowance to the
Lientenant-Governor, £950 7 (Ufr. Towlis's
ameidpcnii—he <>:‘.:1T‘r,(*d—~»}n,1t‘; and the Com-
mittae divided—

In division

The PREMIKR: T declare that, in addi-
tion to voting In my own right. I wote for

fign-

the " Noes™ as proxy for Mewrs, Covne.
Gilday, and MecCormack. :
Ayws, 33.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
., Barnes, G. D, ,, Logan

,» Barpes, W. H,
,,» Bebbington
.. Bell

., Macgregor
. Maxwell
., Morgan

. Cattermull Nott
. Clayton Peterson
,, Corser Petrie

., Costello

¢ .. Toherts, J. H. C.
., 1eacon

.. Roberts, T. R.

. Edwards . Sizer

,» Elphinstone ., Swayne
., Fletcher .. Taylor

. Fry ., Yowles

., Green . Walker
,» dones, J, ., Warren
- Kerr

ZLellers: Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Fry.

Nowns, 36.

Mr Barber Mr. Jones, A, J.
Bertram ., Kirwan
., Brennan ., Land
- Bulqock ,» Larcombe
., Collins »» McCormack {Proxy)
., Conroy .. Mullan
., Cooper, W. .. Payne
Pease

- ()oyne {Proxy)
ash .. Pollock
- Dun stan ., Riordan

., Ferricks

Foley .. Sn
“ Forde .. ~topford
. T heodm o
- Weir

B + Wellington
.. Hartley

.. Huxham .. Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Foley and Mr. Forde.

Rezolved in the negative.

Mr. MORGAN (Wwrilld): T would like
to sar a few words with respect to the experi-
beiug carvied ouf in eonnection with
estvietion of prickly-pear. I would ask

the Premier if he can give us
[5 paa] any information as to the work

. which s being performed by
e who are engamad in the experiments
being nl'«’v with insegts and other pests
which have been propagated for the pur-
pose of destroring -prickly-pear. I think
the penple outside should be lmpf fully
mbormed of swhat is happening.  Althoush
the Prickly-pear Boavd has been in exist-
enee for <ome considerable time, we have
sern vors little in the Dress as to the work
which is boing carried out by the board.
T do not object to the money which is being
spent in this diveetion: in fact., if it was
necsssgre. 1 owould be in favour of voting
£10.000 in order fo discover some means of
cradicating  prickly-pear T am satisfied,
after the long experience I have had, that
poisons will not bring about the eradication
of privklwepear in Qm\mwhnd

Hear, hear! Tt is

thn=o

Mr. FlanTiopy : time

you woke up to that.
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Mr. MORGAN : T have said that for a long
tinie,  We know that there are many gO()?I;
poisons on the market to-day, but., if the
Lo, member will vead the speecch whieh T
delivered two or three vears ago, he will
find that I said then that poisons would not
bring abour the evadicatinn of the prickiv-
pear. even if it was supplied to the people
free. T also stated that, if sprasing would

v the pear. we could not bring about
it< destvuction by that means. owing to the
cost of getting the wafor and the low value
of the Tands which ave infested with prickly-
pear. The board are working in the right
divection: but I would =sk whether the
people are to get full information on the
matter, or whether it is to be disclosed only

to a few. . In my electorate there have
recently been set aside 40,000 acres which
are to be opened in a dav or two, and I

am told by the Lands Department that the
land iz going to be allotted to two gentle-
men for a first period of twenty years and
a second period of thirty vears, or fifty years
altogether. I am informed that onc of these
gontlemen is Mr. O’Sullivan, a son of Mr.
Justice (PSullivan, and the other gentleman
i= a son of Mr. Henderson. the Government
Analyst. T am told that this land has been
<ct aside for these gentlemen, and that they
are going to destroy the pear by means of
insects, I would like to know whether Mr.
Hendevson, the Government Analyst, who is
dealing with the insects, has discovered that
they are destructive, and having inside-
knowledge, this land has been allotted to
Ar. O’Sullivan and MMr. Henderson, who are
wetting in ahead of anybody else.

The Premier: I think I can answer that,

4Ir \IORGA\ T should be glad of an
do not suggest that there is
hing wrong in regard to this matter, bus
the people in my ele(‘fomfe who hold this
lond wunder occupation license have received
a unotification of the termination of the
license.  They have written to me and asked
whv their license is being terminated. I

have made investigation in the Lands De-
partment, and I find that this land., which
adjoirs the railway on each side, is good
land, the furthest point being not more than
8 or 9 miles from the mllway A sus-
picion has arizen because this land has not
been 0])(‘nf‘d to general competition, but has

heen resarved for the two guntlomon I have
named. Has Mr. Henderson. the Govern-
ment  Andlivst, dizeovered that thesc pests

are effective, and, his son having got this
inside information, these two gentlemen ave
going to make a large amount of money out
of this lease, which, I understand, is for a
period of fifts years? If that is so, 1t is
quite wrong. I think that, when informa-
tion with 1<\Ln1\<1 to thesc pests is being d
closed. we rhonld all be placed on the same
footing. \o one has any right to make
s+ of inside information in order to secure
a Jarge arca of country. The same objection
\muhl apply to a similar thing being done
in connection with the construction of a rail-
way line. Tt wonld not be right for the
Secretary for Railways, who knew that a
railway was golng to bo built, to ;n(\ inside
mfommtlon tn wnvone which would cnable
him to gei a lot of country before the rail-
way was built.
Mr. CoLuiNs :
old Tory days.

Mr. MORGAN:
the old Tory tume,

18-

Thet used to be done in the

Bven if 5t was done in
it is a wrong principle.

M. Morgan.]
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I am not sticking up for any Government
who do things of that description. T hope
that the Premier will be able to assure us
that there is nothing in the fact that one of
these gentlemen happens to be a son of the
Government Analyst. I want to see the
pml destrored, and to see people take up

and and d(\~t1ov it, and. if these two goﬂ‘rlo

men bring about the desiruction of prickly-
pear, they will be publiz bencfactors.
Lhe PREZUER (Hon. L. <. Theodore,

Hlugoe): The  experiments  which  are
carried out In connection with the
1 dy-pear pest are in accordance with
the agrecment which the Government made
with the Commonwealth Government some
time ago. 1 think tbh i+ the third vear
that this appropriation has been made, and
the agreement extends for five yearvs. The
smount appropriated is £2,000 a year. The
Commonyealth  Prickly-pear Board are
carrying out cerfain experiments in regard
to the eradication of pear., I do not know
if they have discovere:l any remedr xet, or
have come to any definite conclusion in
regard to the eradication of the prickly-
pear by insect pests or by some bacterio-
loplcal processes, but I kuow that thev are
inguiring  very exhaustively into  these
matters,  The hon. member asked if it is
postible for anyone to get inside information
on this point, and to mulke use of that infor-
mztion to the exclusion of everyone elsa, I
Ao unot think it is possible.

I have heard that Mr. Henderson and
Mr. O'Sullivan took up certain aveas ot
Iaud so that they would be able to apply
certain theories \\huh ther have in regard
to cradication of pear. fher arve acting
under the dircetional adsice of Mr. .J. B.
Henderson, Government A]ml_vsr, who is at
prescnt on]m',ﬂ three months’ leave, and
sting his son in this undertaking. My,
Uondmxon has not got access to any informa-
Lion which 1s received from the Prickly-
pear Board: but, if he is able to discover
aurthing that will help us to get vid of the

pear. it vwill be of advautame to the State.
Mr, Henderson has & strong scientific bent
and a sirong inclination to engage in
resoarch, If these gentlemen are able to

over anv process which will destroy the
pear, and place our prickly-pear lands upon
a purely commercial basis, then I am sure

we wish them good luck in their enterprise.
(Hear, hear!) 1 can assure the Committee
that Mr. Henderson has not got access to
any information from the Pr -pear
Board. nor do I think he would usc it if he
had. because he is a thoroughly honourable

man. If members of the Committee are
fntervested in the work of the Board, I can
tell them that Dr. Havvey Johnston will be
only too pleased to see any members and
show them throw zh the various O\perlmental
cﬁhons and explain what he is doing in his
endeavours to discover <ome means for
destroving the pear. He will also show them
shat results he has achieved up to the pre-
sent time. I may say I went through the
stations my«elf. ~ Professor Harvey .John-
ston is  acting in Conjunntinn with  the
Commonwenalth Burea of Science and
Tndmh‘ . He has oveTV hove that in future
his experiments will lcad to the discovery
of some means of eradicating the pear by
means of insect pests, He is going ahead

step by step; and although, naturally, his
expm‘m;ontx must  eet with manr dis-
appointments and hundreds of failures, still
he o thinks that his experiments are now

[Mr. Horgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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developing on promising line-, and that he
now on the eve of 11”11)01tcn1t discoveries,
do not know that I can say more than
that, ¥ have already announced that. with
a view to dealing more comprechensively
with the prickly-pear question, the Govern-
ment intend appointing a Board to make a
general survey of the nrickly-pear infested
lands of the State. Ther will thoroughly
studs the (1'1(-%'01' from a pmr‘tlml point of
view. and will leave the scientific part of it
to the (omnmm\elutl‘ Prickly-pear Boarvd.

The Board which we shall appoint will go
into the question of advising the Govern-

to what 1)rwotlc.~1 steps can be tuken
to eradicate the pear, or to stop the pest
from spreading further T think that this
iz work which might be entered into with
creat confidonce by the Government.

Mr. Vowres : We have been asking you to
do that for the last seven years.

The PREMIER : Then vou must have been
asking for it with a still, small voice. HEvery
time the Government originate any policy of
this kind. the leader of the Oppesition claims
credit for it. do not mind him claiming
credit for avzthing that he has always advo-
catod, but I am sorry that he has not assisted
the Government in this way in the past. I
can s that the Governy ment have gone
aliead unaided and wunassisted, with the
determination to iake practical steps to put
the question under the control of someone
who can surver the position and give definite
and authorifative advice to the Government.

Mr. BRENNAN (Tooroomba): 1t is
rather interesting to hear the leader of the
Oppesition say that he has been asking the
Government to do this for the last Seven
vears. The prickly-pear was brought to
Quecnsland first by the Nationalists and by
friends of hon. member: opposite, who used
to “sack ” the groom for not watering ib.
They exchanged a leaf here and there
amongst 1hm1 friends, and said it was a
choice cactos pilant.  For forty wears the
friends of hon. members opposite did rothing
to stop the spread of the pest, although thev
could have Landled it in three weeks, and
now they come along and say that thev have
been arking for something to be done for the
last seven vears.

Mr. Beperxaroy : That is not the only evil
that is allowed to grow in Quecensland.

Mr. BRENNAN: No; the hon. member
js allowed to grow. (Laughtfer.) Dr. Harves
Johnston has published many reports in the
a number of

ment a=

papers, and has also issued
publications dealing with prickly-pear. and
the Premier has made statements regarding

his experiments. We know very well that
Dr. Harvey Johnston has discoverad thak
the Monacantha pear can be destroved by the
cochineal insect.

Mr. Morea
who discovered that.

Clerk

Mr. BRENNAN: We know that Dr.
Harvey Johnston is trying to discover an
insect that will destroy the other varieties
of pear which are so prevalent in Queens-
land. We know that the hon. member for
Burnett has leen experimenting with the
cochineal act. and that he has exchanged
insects with the hon. member for Murilla,
both of whom have beeun fryi mg to deatrov
the near with insects. They knotr all that
is going on in connection with this matter,
vet ‘rhm come to this Committee and pretend

Johnston
Temple

1t was not Dr.
It was Mr.
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o believe that there is some discovery being

made, and that someone is working under
the cushion. There are 30.000.000 acres of
land under pear in Queensland. and it is

open to anyone to tske up prickly-pear land
at the present time.  The hon. member for
Murilla can do it or he can aliow his -on
fo take up prickly-pear land, and. if he is
bond fide in his wish to cet rid of the pear,
fie can wove in that direction. There is
wothing to prevent asy memboer of this House
vom taking up pear land, if he wishes to do
#0.  The Government have nothing to do
with My, Flenderson toking up land. That
= oa matter for himself. Anzone can take

» prickly-pear land. and can get insects
to destroy the pear while ho s asleep.

Mr. BEBBINGYON (Drayton) : What tho
feader of the Opposivion said ia quite true,
Ever since he has been in this House he has
asked the Government to do something in

3
f

rcomection with the prickly-pear pest. I have
always held this opinion. #nd «1ill not alter
: 1

it, that ou can go  from Rockhampton

Central Railway yight through
country and right to the
bovder without getting

across the
the Dawson Liver
New south Wales
out of prickiv-pear.

My, HARTLEY : That is abzolutely incorrect.
Mr., BEBBINGTON: Tt is quite correct.

It is covercd with pear. more or Jes,
My, HaRTLEY : There sre hundreds of square
‘miles free of pear.
Mr. BEBBINCGTON : Al the better if it
but I know it 1 coverad with ccattored
have seen it myseli all the way to

BECREFARY  FOR AGRICULTURE :  What

BEBBINGTON : There are half g
We need not trouble abour
it 1s pear. All pear
the tireo

Mo,
dozen varictios,
the varieties, so long as

1z a pest. There Is o variety called
7
pear, which does not «pread.
e ET - .
Ar. Hagy You miztook cabbages for
SCRTA,

Mr. BEBBINGYGN : The hon, gentleman
does not know the difference betwocn cabba e
and  prickly-pear. (Laughier.)  When the
Drevham Governmeny were in office we used
1o advise them to do something to get rid
ot the pear, T advised them to give settlers
the clean Yand in front of the pear and make
i worth their while to clear the pear-
covered lands. The pear has ruined mane
of our best settlers. and that is why thex
clear out and come down to the cities to
}lx“t' It is no use talking about giving a
leaschold on prickly-pear country., A man
would he a lunatic to take up a leaschold
and clear {he prickly-pear. " Why should
he go to the expense of clearing ‘the land
tor the Government? If he were given the
freeheld and he cleared it of pesr, he would
be rewarded for his labour. [ do not know
what recommendation can come from this
Ceramiitee. The only thing to do is to give
the settlers freehold fand on the cleared Jand
in front of the pear, and et them clear
the pear. That is the only way to get rid
of it. We have asked the Debartment of
Public Lands for many years to do something
to get rid of the pear. Speaking to a Land
Commissioner at Tarcom. I said, “ Give the
people clean land in front of the pear. and

they will form a barrier against the pest.”
[ L0 b

}fe{ff“d’ We cannot give people clgan

land. I said, You have the choice

[R0 Averst.]
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Letween giving it to the people and letting
the pesr take it.” The Government wounld
not give the people the frechold of the clean
land. and the consoquence has been that the

pear has taken pessession of millions of acres
sinec,

Mr. HARTLREY (Fit:roy): The advice
which the hon. member for Drayton has

teadered is very much on the same lines as
the advico to burn down your house hesause
there happens to be a five in the kitchen.
(Langhter.) The hon, member says that we
should give away all the clean land in front
of the pear to prevent the spread of the pear.

My, BepriNeTON: The pear has taken it.

Mr. HARTLEY: Anvbody who knows
arything about the spread of the pear knows
that it 13 greatest on unoccupied lands.

Mr. BepBingTON : On Crown lands,
Mr., HARTLEY: It dos« not matter

‘hether they are Crown lands or anvthing
else: when the land is not being utilised con-
tinually, as is the case in places remote from
settlement, particulariy ths scrub lands along
the rivers where there is very little traffic
cither by cattle or settiers—that is where the
pear geis a hold and flourishes. By and By
floods biring the pear down the various creeks

and rivers. I do not_ think it would be an
exaggeration to say that on some occasions

pear from up near Tarvoom has travelled right
down the Fitzror and Dawson Rivers, and
probably ledged on the beaches along the
coast from Emu Park to St Lawrence. 1
have seen pear growing on the isolated rocky
islands along the coast where there has been
very little vegetation of other sorts. I think
the veal solution of the pear problem is, first,
settlement on the land which is heavily
infested.

Mr. BeBBixeTON: Who 1s going to be fool
encugh io go there?

Mre. HHARTLEY : If it were
a man's while to go to hell, he
he counld get back., (Laughter)) If you make
il worth a man's while to go on pear-infested
coeuntry. he will go there, if you give him the
land on a long lease, with assistance to enable
bimn to clear it. On every oceasion when 1
about prickiypear I have

made worth
would @o, if

have speken
advocated- —
My, Costenno: The Government did nob

take any notice of you.

Mr. HARTLEY: No more than they de
of the hon. member. They are quite sajfe in
not taking notice of me at certain times.
One of these times they will find, perhaps,
that they are unsafe—and that will be a
different matter. (Laughter.) The next step
in regard to the eradication of pear is to find
a commercial use for it.

Mr. Bessixgrox: That has been sought
for a long while.

Mr. HARTLEY : I do not know that the
Commonwealth Bureau of Science and Indus-
try and all the other pettifogging bodies have
worked on practical lines—it has been pure
theory. Mr. Daniel Jones, who lately left
Queensland, at one time experimented with
pear by turning the residue into a bpal{d.
1le produced a board which was practically
equal to beaver-boards or any of the three-
ply articles which are manufactured at the
present time.

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN: At what cost?

Mr., Harlleyd
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Ay, HHARTLEY : That Jdoes not wmatter.
There uld be no cost, if it were » wasto
product.
My, Bespingtox: Who is guing to buv it

k3

[

i it is made at a prohibitive ¢o

Mr. HARTLEY : I will try to knocl this
into the hou. member’s head. (Laughter.y If
2 m=n has a couple of hundred acres of land
on a free lease for fifty or sixty . with
Government assistance to clear it. all the
pear which comes off it is so much to the

geod,  Ile can turn it into a by-product and
sell it. Is not that profit to him?

My, BrBBINGTON: But he cannot.

Mr. HARTLEY : Mr. Jones, on a small
«le, made it into a saleable product.
Whether it was mads on a profitable, com-

mereial basis, I am not prepared to say. If
the pear had been a br-product and the board
had been produced from it, it would have
heen proiitable, That is one line of investiga-
tion on which this Commonwealth Prick Iv~
pear Board might work. Encouragement
might also be given to mechanics to invent
a machine that will deal with the pear
actively and definitely. Mr. Morrisey, for a
number of wears, has been exnoumontlng
with a machine and has bmught it to a very
fair stage of perfection. He has had to do
_it all on his own account, and has put his own
labour and his own money into 1t. I think
that the Government could well take this
matter up. I ask the Premier now to make a
recommendation to the Prickly-pear Board to
iny *stwete Mr. Moni\oy’s machine, His
address is © Toowoomba”: I daresay a more
delinite address could be obtained if the Board
required 1it. I am satisfied that some
mechanical contrivance could be invented
which would deal with at least 70 per cent. of
the pear. Not only does that machine eradi-
cate the pear—it takes it up as it goes for-
ward, something in the way of a combination
roller and plouthbut. when it has taken it
from the ground. it grinds it into a matmial
mlnothlnw the fine sawdust that comes
f1om a sawmill. In that form it could easily
he packed and sent to a factory where, in
my opinion, it could be converted into hard
blocks of a durable consistency, or into
boards something like the three-ply of which
I have spoken. It would then be profitable
as a by-product from the clearing of the pear.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): T trust that the
Prickly-pear Board will take into considere
tion what the hon. member for Fitzroy h;l:
said. T had something to do with the regis-
tering of the patent for this machine. Tt is
suitable for tho clearing of pear on open
country: but if there is any timber, it is
‘.Lbsolufolv hopeless. I presume that ihe pro-
duct would ke something in the form of
fodder.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
cont. of the pear is watoer.

Ninety-five per

My, VOWLES: In drought time pear has
been used with good effect as fodder for
stock.

I wish to draw attention to page 133 of
‘ Hansard,” vol. cxx., in reference to the

interjection which I made to the
show that I have been asking for the last
seven vears that the Governme nt should do
something practical so far as the prickly-
pear is concerncd. P ery vear I have pom“d
to the fect that there was not in the Governor’s

Speech anything to indicate that the Govern-

[Mr. Hartley.

Premier to

MBLY.] S ppiy.
ment 1 dd auy poliny with respect to the
pear. This is what T said in 1916—
* 1 would to have seen some refer-
enee in the Governor’s Speech to what

consider 1s, next to the war, the mo
important problem that Queensland has
ro tecklo—that is, the subject of prickly
prar. There is no reference to it at all
and, surely, it cannot be through zgnor
ance.  Members on the Government side,
pavticularly the Minister for Lands, mu
know what prickly-pear means to Queens-
Imx(L e must know that during the
last two years, while the people have
hoon standing by watching for the results
nf the e\pmlmoms at Dulacm they were
* hoping against hope’ that some method
might be “dovised whereby pr‘c\lv pear

could be tackled cconomically, In tho
meantime that prickly-pear has been
vrowing and growing and growing.
Thousands and thousands of acres of

cstatos have been taken charge of by it in
tha: time. With that knowledge, and
the knowledge—I say advisedly
Roberts experiments have not come up
to m;p(lctation

‘ The Secrctary for Agriculture: IHas
it grown more than usual since the 22nd
I‘uay ?

““Mr., VowLEs:. I am not saying that.
We were all standnm by, marking time,
as it wers, waiting the developments of
those L‘\pC‘l’HllC‘HL s 2nd I think we are all
satistied that the deveclopments are net
going to be practical.

* Mr. Kirwan: Is that so?

*Mr. Vowres: That is my opinion,
dp(‘ it is the opinion of many “other per-
sons who have an cxperience of that
particular pest, and it is time that the
Government got a move on.”’

When the Government were in Opposition
they seid “uat they would do. They have
now h( on in power seven years, and it is only
ar t‘luc they propose to do somothmg

vy ror Mrixps: This is the only

Government

which lhas done anything
practical.
\r. VOWLES: In the dving days of this

Gevernment they are going to appoint a
Board to make investigations. We ave told
that over 1,000.000 acres of land per yoar are

lost through prickly-pear, which
[6.30 p.m.] has meant that ﬂurmr the Go-

vernment's term of office 7,000,000
acres of Tand have been lost. It is tho opinion
of people out back that, if the Government
desire to increase the value of the land, they
must nmake the counditions more attractive
and more aocoptablo to tenants. I have hed
rwenty-thres vears’ coxperience in the m(k
count and 1 consider that the only way
to save tzm land from pear is to c:tablish a
buffer area. The Government ‘onld give
the land away, if neeessary, (\thm»w,, it will
be lost. Ther should give the land in front
of the pric H»pm\r arca to tenants at a
chean rate. and make it worth the while of
the tenants {o keep it free from pear, and
give them the freehold of every acre they
clesy. U the Government ave going to con-
tinue the polier of granting prickly-pea
axe under the perpetual lease svitem or
oceupation license, they ave only placing a
premium upon pricklv-pear growing. I think
the Commission will inform the Go\(‘llm ont
thar thoy should first attend to the land
Jaws.
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Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I desire to refer
to the item in connection with the erection

of new ar mills. T understand that it is
the intention of the Government to crect a
mill it the country between the Johnstone

and the ilerbert Rivers, somewhere about
Maria Creek. I have seen that country, and
there 1s no doubt that there is scope theve
for at least one mill, if not more. We know
that Australia requires about 5.000 tons more
sugar cach year. An up-to-date mill is cap-
able of manufacturing from 10,000 to 15.090
tons of sugar, and from that we must con-
clude that a zugar mill should be erected in
Queensland every three yeavs. I believe that
it is a good thing to erect additional sugar
mills, because it will be the mecans of further
increasing settlement, in the zame way as
has been accomplished by the ercction of the
Babinda and South Johnstone mills, which
were initiated by the previous Government
and to which the recent increase in our
Northern population is largely owing. I am
quite in accord with the proposed erection
of new mills; but I question whether it is
necessary to spend £1,000 upon the appoini-
ment of a special Royal Commission.

The Presizr: The question that the Com-
niission will inquire into will be the location
of the mills.

Mr. SWAVNI: Tt scems to me that the
present staff dealing with the sagar industry
is quite competont to advise the Government
on that matter. Mr. Short, who is in charge
of the Government Central Mills at the pre-
sent time, is quite competent to advise from
the millers’ point of view, and Mr. Basterby,
who is attached to the Department of Agricul-
ture and Stock, I8 quite competent to advise
from a grower’s point of view. With regard
to advice in connection with machinery, cte.,
the Sugar Bureau has its consulting engineers
—DMessrs. Petree and Oakes. The present staff
should be as competent as any Commissicu
that can be appointed. and they would pro-
bably do the work quicker and cheaper. If
the Commission is appointed, it will not only
mean additional expense, but it will mean
dal Various people will be called to give
ovidence, but that evidence will be largely
discounted because of their personal interests
in the matter. If Mr. Short and M.
Tiasterby were inztructed to select a site for a
mill, they would come to just as wise a
conclusion as any commission,

The Prexier: Surely the hon. gentleman
would want the Commission to take evidence
from the residents in the different localities?

Mr. SWAYNE: I do not know that it is
necessary. The gentlemen I have mentioned
could make inquiries on the spot, and come
to a decision quicker and cheaper than by the
taking of evidence. There is always a lot of
redundant and irrelevant evidence. Taking
evidence may mecan a delay of a vear, and
time is the essence of the contract to the
settlers there. The mills would be erected
quicker and more effectivelv if the matter
were left entirely in the hands of the gentle-
men I have mentioned. )

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 am not quite
in accord with the hon. member for Mivani,
although I quite agree with him in connection
with the increased amount of sugar required
by Australia’s inercasing population. I hope
that the Commission which is to be appointed
will give due regard to the Inkerman Estate.

The Prrmier: Hear, hear!

[30 Aveusr.)
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My, COLLINS: The sum of £400,000 is to
e spent on the Inkerman irrigation scheme,
and. if ir is going to be a success, there niuss
be tucrcased sugar production there.  The
cerman Mill, srhich is the second or third
ext in Queensland, and which is owned
by Messis. John Drysdale and Company,
will not be able to cope with the increased
production in that area. Ifad it not been
for the drought conditions which existed in
tho early part of the year, it would have been
necoszary to take from 40,000 to 50,000 tons
of sagar-cune to Proserpine to be crushed.
There is room for increased production in
and around Proserpine, and even on the Don
River at Bowen. In a very short time the
Proserpine Mill will be fully supplied from
the Bowen cnd and also from in and around
Proserpine. There ave areas between Bowen
and Tome 1Iill suitable for sugar-cane
growing. One little centre called Gumlu is
already turning out a considerable amount
of cane, and we shall require more crushing
power in and around Jnkerman; and I hope
the Commission will not overlook that district
when they are taking evidence.

At 5.40 p.an.,

The CusreMAN resumed the chair.

My, GREEN  (Zownsville): There are
several items in connection with this vote
which particularly affect North Queensland,
and I should like to say a few words i
connection with them.

The first is the subsidy for a steamer ser-
vice between Brisbane and the Grl}lf ports.
I fecl quitc sure that the Committee will
agrec that the Government are adopting the
right attityde in seeing that those who are
endeavouring to develop our rich Northern
lands and the country behind the Gulf ports
are given sea communication with Brisbane.
I would also like to point ont that the people
who are developing that portion of the State
will not be properly safeguarded until they
are given dircet railway communication with
one of the Eastern coastal ports. It is
certainly the duty of any Government to try
and link up that portion of the State with
the East by rail. It would not be a great or
difficult task to link up the Gulf ports with
the Cairns railway system; and if that were
done. it would considerably help in the
development of that portion of Queensland.
T am not speaking from any party stand-
point: but the Premier will agree with me
that. if Forsasth and Croydon were linked
up and direct communication given to Gulf
ports, an immense benefit would result.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will confine his remarks to the
vote before the Committee.

Ay, GREEN : This subsidy
eive relief to the Gulf ports.

The Premizr: A line would only have to
be built from F vth, the present terminus
of the Cairns railway, to Croydon.

My, GREEN: If that connection were
made, those living in the Gulf districts
would not be affected by the industrial
troubles that we have from time to time in
connestion  with  shipping, and, moreover,
they would be brought iuto much quicker
contact with the capital and chief cities of
Queensland, and would derive great benefit
in rhat respect. .

The sccond item in the vote to which |

W

o

is intended te

wish to refer is the £3,000 for advertising
the State. I am pleased to see that the

overnmnent, by increasing the vote, have

My, Green.]
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recog the neeessity of advertising the
Siate to a greater extent than in the past
I am cne of these who believe that you
cannot advertise too much, and in the pas
we have not speni sufficient in advertising
our beautiful scenery and the potentialities
of this at State. I only wish that some
of the other items were cut out and a larger
expenditure provided for in this connection.
Varicus portions of the world are advertised
more freely in the Southern States thun is
Qucensland,  We have seenery, both coastal
and inland, in the Northern portion of
Queensland that is unsurpassed in any pa

of the world, yet, at the present time, partie.

tour the Fast for chance and to view the
:cenery of Java and Japan. which is not
equal to the seenery which we have in
Northern Queenstand. (Hear, hear!y Thave
had the privilege of visiting the T and
on my war back I met people who had gone
from South Austrolia, and when they suv
the coastal seonery of Queensland the-
remarked, ¢ Why don’'t you advertise more
in the South and let the people there know
the beautiful seencry vou have to show them
in North Queensland?” If the Government
wore to advertise more in the South if
would be advantageous to the State, and
would attract tourists of the right kind—
tourists who uld not only be impresied
with our beautiful scenery but also with the
vastness and possibilitics of this great State.
and who would assist us to develop our
rewources.  We might use the advertisements
as a means of attracting immigrants. T do
not wind where the immigrants come from so
long as they are of the right fype and
nationality, and will thus cnable w to
develop and fill up the vast empty spac
Queensland,  and  North  Queenslan
particular,

I would also like to make some reference
to the Roval Commis-ion to inquire into the
question of erceting further sugar-mills, The
Premier recently visited certain portions of
he Btate, and. as he mentioned yesterday,
depuiations waitsd on him in different centres
and asked for the crection of sugar-mills,
uppears to me—I do not like to he
uspicious—that this item is simply put down
= a means of sidetracking the whole ques-
tion. I hope I am uot right in thar coun-
ciusion.

The Preaiirr : Why do you say

My, GREEN: We had a Roval Commis-
sion sppointed in 1910, which visited the
whole of the Northern portion of thi: State
and reported upon the most suitabic locali-
ties for the ervection of sugar-milis. That
Commission made an exhaustive report, and
that veport is still available.

The PreEmirr: Surcly the hon. member
knows that there was another Royal Commis-
sion in 1916, and it is time we had another
inquiry, because there have been further
developments since that date.

and it

AMr. GREEN : Does the hon. gentleman nor
recognise that a great many men have seftied
in the Liverpool and Maria Creek areas. on
the distinct promise that a central mill was
to be erccted there?

The PrruiEr: They settled in the Liver-
pool Creek area on the understanding tha:
a mill would be crected there; and there is
a mill there—the South Johnstone n

Mr. GREEN: People settled on 2avia
Creek on the understanding that a central

[Mr. Grecn.
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mill would be erected in that area for the
crushing of their cane.

The Previer: Ve
canegrowers ove

The Maria
sending  their canc
scasol to the South Johnstone mill.

A GREEN: The Maria Creck scttlers
were promised that a mill would be crected
at Benyvan,

The Preamier: That is so; and no doubt.
if a »ll is crected at Banyan their cane will
2o to that mill; but their cane is not lofs
stavding at the present time.

Creek
this

Mr. GREEN: T understand that some of
the settlers there are being driven off the

land because the promise that was made to
them has not been fullilled. In regard to
this area, the report of the Royal Commis-
ston of 1910 states— )
¢ Settlers—nparticularly energetic, reso-
late class of men, who, by their deminant
perseverance in past vears, have given
practical proof of ability to effectively
avail themselves of any future encour-
agement offered them by rendering their
holdings productive.”
Those are the settlers who are being driven
off the land because the promise made to
them has not been fulfilled. We have been
told that the Government are going to spend
£2.000,000 to open up the Burnett lands,
osteusibly for the purpose of settling immi-
grants. At the present time the Government
are completing the North Coast Railway, and
there 1s plenty of land available along that
line for settlement; and if a sum of £500.000
was speat on two additional sugar-mills, it
would settle a large number of families and
assist those alvcady settled in those distriets.

The TREMIER: (ive me a chance, and I
will explain that. '

Mr. GREEN: If vou read through the
reports of the Royal Commissions vou will
find it stated that there ave plenty of Crown
Iands available adjacent to these ‘sites. The
railway is being  constructed through the
district, and I think that It is going to be
one of the bost payable railways in Queens-
land when completed. It goes through some
of the finest country in North Queensland,
if not in Queensland as a whole. If, with
o portion of that money, the Government
would at once erect a mill there, it would
materially assist in opening up that district
and in seftling immigrants of the right type;
it would i i !

Id  essist in maintaining a White
Australia, and would cnable us to defend
North Queensltand in  future years, if it

beecame necessarr to do so.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): The hon. member for Towns-
ville is wrong in assuming that there is
anything cut and dried in connection with
the proposed new sugar-mills.

Mr. Greix: I have not assumed that, but
I thought there was some delay.

The PREMIER: No, there is no delay.
The Government are naturally anxious to
get on with the husiness, but it would be
grossly unfair for them to make an arbitrary
decision as to the site of a mill or mills.
Corsider what 1s involved. I suppose that
there are at least half a dozen districts which
could show good reasons for the erection of
mills in their localities, and at least a dozen
other districts or more which think they have
cqually good claims. In my opinion, some of
these distriets have very poor claims, but
there are half a dozen districts which have,
probably, strong claims. Tt would be easy for
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the (Fovernment to curry favour by arbitrarily
deciding what locality should have a mill,
but that would be unfair to the other dis-
tricts, and for that reason the Government
have decided to appoint an impartial Com-
mission, consisting of the gentlemen I men-
tioned last night—Mr. Harris, as chairman,
and Messrs. Salisbury and l“astelby‘ They
will not bo influenezd by the Government.
I do not suppose that those gentlemen would
tolerate any interference or 1°sf1mxlon in
the matter. 'They are being given a free
hand to make 1mr\~t1gntlon% m the various
districts, and decide the order in which the
mills should be built. A Royal Commission
was "])p()‘nted to mqunc into the matter in
1910, and it made certain recommendations,
and another Commission was subsequently
appointed in 1916, and made recommenda-
tions; but the conditions are changing cvery
vear. The Commission in 1916 recommended
that the next sites chosen should be the
Tully River, Bar\yun and Freshwater Creek,
and it also made various other recommerda-
ﬂom but the circumstances have since
changed. As a matter of fact, the Fresh-
water Creek lands are new being utilised.
Mr. Greex: Freshwater Creck was recom-
mended before others in 1911,
The PREMIER: That may be, but it

does not come within the scope of the
inquiry. Those lands are under cane, and
existing mills are talxlng the cane.  That

is why 1t is necessary to have a fresh inquiry.
Tt may not cost the £1,000 put down on the
Fstimates, but we want the inquirs to be
comprehensive enough for all the pecple
who think they have a right to a mill to put
their claims before the Commission, and the
Governm«\nt will consider these claims. The
hon. member for Mirani said that Mr, Easterby
and Mr. Short could give an authoritative
opinion as to the site of the new mills, but
that would nos be satisfactory, unless they
allowed people to put their ov idence before
tl“om, so that the people in the various dis-
tricts would be cognisant of the cvidence.
For that reason I think it is more satisfac-
tory to have a Royal Commission. The
Government have no preference with regard
to any particular district, and, whatever
the rvecommendations of the Commission are,
the Government will adopt them.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): In this
vote for  Mis cellnnmus Services ” there are
many items of prastical value, not the least
important of which is the mattel of prickly-
pear.  Although it i# late in the day, I am
sure the country will be dclighted to know
that a degree of success is hkely to attend
the efforts which are being made for the
eradication of the pest. T rose particularly
to cadorse the atiitude of the leader of the
Opprsition and other hen. members regard-
ing vae necessity for the ereation of buffer
arcas for the protection of the State against
the spread of prickly-pear. T have-advocated
this method for many years, and I think
cvsryone is seized with the importance of
(’npmg with the pest. Occupancy of the
iand is the only thing which is of ans use,
nnd it would have been far better if the
l“ds adjacent to prickly-year areas had

ong ago been given away to the people,
msrrad of having ther, as they are doing
to-day, developing still further the growth
of pear. It is the unoccupied land that is
telling the tale against us. If the Govern-
ment would abandon their idea with regard
wn leasehold tenure and would give the
people the freehold of the land infested with
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prickly-pear, a real service would be ren-
(,1()1‘4"d to the community A great deal has
been said about the 40,000 acres of land
which is likely to be talen up by a certain
syundicate, who, it is evident, are in posses-
sion of information which will lead to suc-

ssful  dealing with the pear. Im this
mruecnon I want to make a suggestion.
There are a great number of local authori-
ries  which are deeply interested in the
prickiz-pear question. In my own districk
tens of thousands of pounds have been ex-
pended in connection with the eradication
u{ pear by various shire councils,  Why
shonld *he councils not be entrusted with
sonie - insects, in order to make
experiments ? would put in a special plea
for my own di ot

Mr. HarTLEy: You would
to look after the cochineal
bit, as well as the pear.

Mr. G, P. BARNES: It might be eazier
to yard them up than to ward up the hon.
nmember. I believe efforts have been made
in that direction.

Mr. HARTLEY: You people have found out
that you could not yard me up.

Mr. (. . BARNES: Unfortunately,
although the hon. member has been yarded
up, he indicated this afternoon that he
might kick over the traces any momeunt. I
hope the Premier will take cognisance of the
vecalcitrant member. If other people are
willing to take up land on the same terms
as the 40,000 acres referred to have heen
taken up, we should by all means let them
do so.

This vote bristles with many items of
importance. Take, for instance, the first item
with regard to a steamer service for the
North. If we would encourage settlement,
we must make the conditions of the peoplo
there as good as possible, and give them
proper transit facilities. I do not think the
Cemmittee has been informed as to what is
bheing done regarding the vote of £3,000 for
advertising the State.

The Preager: I mentioned previously that
it is to be expended for the purpose of
attracting tonu»ts to North Queensland, and
for issuing pamphlets.

Ar. G P. BARNES : I would like to know
how the amount is likely to be expended,
hecause T think that £3.000 is altogether too
insigniticant to be of any real service in
advertising the State. That sum
will go nowhere, and I would
like the Premier to mdlCﬁte the
manner in which this money is to be
expended. We can tl‘en form some idea of
the value of the vote. Anvone who is at all
connected with the cost of adverfising must
be well awars that very little can be accom-
plished in advertising with an expenditure
of only £3.000. If the money is voted just

want someone
insects for a

7 pom.j

ty be given away in certain “dircetions, the
Opposition will stoutly oppose it, We "onls
want information 1or*a1dl g it, so that we

can judge if the money is to Lo spent in the
right direction. Another item which deserves
consideration by the Committee is the
aprount  put down for the expenses of the
Australian Trade Representative in the East.
1 understand them are real good trade pros-
pects in the Eastern ports, especially in con-
nection “uh meat, and we might find
morkets there for our surplus meat.

Hon., W. TForeax Surrz: Where did vou
say we could get a market for our surplus
meat ?

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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My, G. P. BARNES: In the Fast we have
s market at our doors. In other divecti
we can also get markets, and 1 am
ised that the opportunity to invess
w0 markets more fully has not
availed of by the Government. The
voted 1s infinitesimeal, and [ hope some ini
mation will be forthcoming to indicate the

beern:
ATMoUnRE

lines wpon which the representztive i 10
work,
Hon, W. Fopgan Sairu: There has been

an Fastern Trade Representative appointed
by the Commonwealth, and the cost is shared
by the States.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Can we have
preliminary report as to what success has
attendesd his efforts?

Hon, W. Forcan Swira: He has not been
there long enough. He has sent in a report
indicating the amount of imports to the
various countries in the fiast, and the very
small proportion supplied from Australia.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I suppose that.he
has indicated the quantities that may be
received from Australia at those ports.

Hon. W. Foreax Smith: If you call at my
office, I will let you have a look at the
letter,

Mr., G. . BARNES: I shall be very glud
to do so. The finding of markets for our
surplus products is a matter of infinite
immportance. Satisfactory development can
only be brought about by production and
export.

Hon. W. Foreax Switii: I wiil bring the
letter to the House to-morrow morning.

CMr. G P BARNES: It will be very
interesting. If the information were made

available to business men, they could do

certain missionnry work and further the
cause which the Government have had in
view in placing this amount wupon the
Estimates,

Mr, CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I notice thag
the vote for advertising the State has been
increased by £1,000. I do not think that
any hon. member would object if it had
been inereasod considerably more. Anybody
who attended the Maryborough show or
the Brisbane Exhibition must have felt proud
ar the very fine exhibits made by the
primary producers from different parts of
the State. I refer more particularly to
those in the Wide Bay and Burnett district,
who showed that the primary producegs
ware capable of producing articles which
were a credit to the State, The Pialba
district, which was successful in the “ B
grade district exhibit, had a very fine display
of its potentialities. If we could get one
exhibit from the various district cxhibits
which were entered at oither of those shows,
it would be one of the finest mediums for
advertising the State at the British Empire
Hxhibition, the preliminary expenses of which
are to be £3.000. I do not think we shall
object if the Government in their wisdom see
fit to expend more than has been placed on
the HEstimates,

The appointment of a Royal Commission
to inquire into the necessity for additional
sugar-mills is a move in the right direction.
I think that that Commission should give
serious consideration to the question of
mcreasing the supplies of cane to the
existing mills.

Hon. W. ForeaN Swmrti: There is no need
te have a Commission to do that.

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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Mr. CLAYTON: The Government have
spent a good deal of money in connection
with the central mills, If they were to
expend money in affording facilities for extra
cane supplies to those mills, they would be
doing something for the betterment of
Quesnsland.  There are many instances of
central mills being insufficiently supplied.

DMr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 would like to
have information given regarding the
amounts paid to persons for publicity work,
which has been referred to in guestions which

. have been asked in this House, including

the amount paid to Mre. Randolph Bedford
for his publicity work. When asking for this
information vesterday, 1 read the questions
bearing on the matter and paragraphs which
had appearsd in the papers

The SECRETARY FOR BIINGS:
has already replied.

Mr. VOWLES: The Premier has not
replied. When he was asked questions in
this House, he said that the information
would be given at the proper time, when
the Iistimates were under discussion, I have
asked the Premier to give the information,
and he has mnot done so. I ask for that
information again.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): It is an extra-
ordinary position for the Committee to be
in-—that we have to wait until the Premier
chooses to come along and answer very
important questions. The hon. member for
Warwick has raised some very important
matters, and not a member on the front
Government bench has given him a reply.

Hon. W. Foreay Smrru: I gave the infor-
mation while he was speaking.

Mr. KERR: The Premier’'s place is on
the front bench. In connection with the
investigation of the proposed unification of
roilway gauges, last year £1,000 was appro-

The Premier

priated. I would Jlike to know from the
{remicr whether that amount bas been
utilised in any investigation in regard to

that metter. I would Like to know what is

the attitude of this Government on that
question,
Hon. W. Foreax Swth: It has been

stated over and over again.

Mr. KERR : It has not. If the hon. gentle-
man  will read the minutes of the last
fremiers’ Conference, he will find that the
Premier was very lukewarm on that matter.
This important qusstion of having a uniform
railway gauge between the eapitals of Aus-
tralia should receive more consideration than
it is receiving.

Hon. W. Forcan Surrt: The hon. gentle-
man knows perfectly well that New South
Wales and Victoria are stumbling blocks in
connection with the matter.

Mr. EERR: I admit that Victoria has not
vet agreed, but New South Wales has given
its sanction to the matter. A statement has
already been published definitely defining the
attitude of the New South Wales Government.

flon. W. ForeaN SyITH: Only last week.

Mr. KERE : The hon. gentleman said that
New South Wales was the stumbling block.
This question has occupied a good deal of
the time of the Prime Minister, State Min-
isters, and railway experts.

My, Cotuins: Is the hon. gentleman stone-
walling the Hstimates?
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Mr. KERR: No; we are asking questions,
and there is no Minister here to answer them.
in 1397 a resolution was moved at a confor-
ence of Railway Commissionsrs, reading—

“ The Commissioners, in view of the
contemplated {ederation of the Australian
Colonies and the desivability of provid-
ing the utmost facilities for intercommu-
nication, are impressed with the necessity
of having, as soon as possible, a uniform
gauge.”’

{onferences have been held at different times
which have advocated the establishment of
a uniform gauge, but nothing definite scems
to hawve been done until May, 1920, when the
Premiers of the different States met the
Prime Minister in conferenc The agree-
ment arrived at was that the capital cities
would be connected up. It was agreed at that
vonference to allceate the cost to the different
States, to obtain the approval of the different
States, and that railway cxperts should meet
and submit reports. One of the railway
oxperts came from America, one from Eng-
land, and one was in Australia.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. KERR:

{ifteen minutes,

The CHAIRMAN : This is the hon. gentle-
man’s third speech.

Mr. KERR: That iz not right. I have
not spoken before on the vote for * Miscel-
laneous Service:.” 1 have spoken on the
general vote. This is the first time that I
have spoken on this particular vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
spoke at three minutes past four.

I have not been speaking

gentleman

Mr. KERR: The railway experts met, and
submitted plans to the Premiers’ Conference.
when an agreement was reached, so far as
Western Austraiia and Queensland were con-
cerned. The Premier of Quecensland intimated
in a quict way that Queensland would fall
in with some scheme, but he did not intimate
what the seheme was. The Prime Ministér
of Australia, who always advocates the right
thing for the good of Awustraliu, hss always
advocated a uniform gauge, not only between
the capital cities, but in other parts. The
Government should make every effort to
bring this question to a head as quickly as
possible. I believe it is estimated that it will
take .£21,600,000 to link wup the different
capitals. We know that it is propowd to
connect the lines between New South Wales
and Qucensland, through the Northern Rivers
district firs Queensland’s guota in connec-
tion with the construction of a wider gauge
system is £2,525,868, and th» work that is
required to be done will only cost £1,848,000.
That would look as if we were spending a
large amount of money and not getting suffi-
cient work for 1. That would be a narrow
view to take, more especially when you look
at New South Wales, which has agreed to
o into this scheme, and sec that their quota
13 £7,094,000. and the cost of the work that is
aoing to be done in that State is £1.657.000.
It must not ba forgotiten that she Common-
wealth Govornment are going to bear one-
Gfth of the cost of the whole schems, which is
estimated to ¢ £21,000,000, ©Of course, the
Queensland taxpayer will have to meet his
share of that one-fifth. A table was prepared
by the experts in connection with the question
of spreading the expenditure over a number
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of vears. With the proposal that has been
made I c¢annot agree. I do not think that
we should spread the money that is to be
cxpended in Queensland over a period of
five or six years, beezuse that would mean
that we would have certain work lying idle
for that period on which we would be paying
intrrest and getting no return. Owing to
the very short line necessary in Queensland
to connect with New South Wales, it would be
much better if the whole work were done as
quickly as possible. The attitude taken up
James Mitehell, the Tremier of
Australia, on this question is very
ing. Mr. Hughes asked this question—
» Then 1 understand Sir James Mit-
c¢hell 1s in favour, breadly speaking. of
connecting the capitals?
- Siv James Mitchell
“Sir Uenry Barwell: Are you. Sir
James. in favour of the whole of the
scheme  which  involves an  estimated
expenditure of £21,000,000?
© 8ir James Mitchell: Yes, certainly.”

intere

Yes, 1 am.

My, Lawson, the Premier of Victoria, thought
the time was not opportune, and said he would
submit the whole proceedings of the conference
to the State Railway Commissioner. He
was. under those circumstances, not prepared
to commit himself. Bir Henry Barwell,
Premier of South Australia, adopted a similar
attitude. It remains for the Queensland
Premier. if he is sincere in this matter, to
join with Sir James Mitchell of Western

Australis and the Prime Minister of Aus-
tratia. Mr. Dooleyv of New South Wales was
not present at the conference.

The bell indicated that the hon. membet’s
time had expired.

Mr., COLLINS (Bowen): Speaking earlior
ia the ovening in regard to the necessity for
erecting further sugar-mills. | missed a very
important point. I pointed out to the Com-
how desirable it was fhat a sugar-
Lould be crected on the Inkerman

The point I want to make is this:
have a very large power-nousa there
ich i+ to be usged in conncction with the
irvigation scheme, and I have no doubt that.
with a little alteration in so far as electrieal
power goes, it would he possible to get the
power from this large power-house to work
n sugar-mill in the event of one being
erected. As members of the Opposition seem
<o anxious to debate this vote, I think we
inioht as well debate it too. With the irri-
ention scheme in full »wing, there must be a
hie increpse in the production of sugar-cane
at Tnkepman. I1f it had not been for the
droueht conditions which existed envlier in
the vear. the present Inkerman mill would
not have besn able to cope with the cane

own on the Inkerman Fstate, and we would
have uad to send 50,000 tons to the Proser-
pine mill to be crusked. I know of no betfer
place in Queensland that the Commission
could visit and take cvidence. and I hope

mill
Fatate.

that they will go fully into the question of
erecting an additional sugar-mitl on the

Inkerman Hstate.

PRAST (Herberd): T would like to
: a few words rezard to the vete for
advertising the State. e have heard homu.
members opporite speaking on thix guestion.
Tf ever there was a time in the history of
Quecnsland when the State needed defending.
it is the present, and that is on acoount of
the propazanda of the Opposition. We have

Mr. Pease.}
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the hon. member for Oxley going into the
streets and decrying Queensland.

Mr. J. Joxes: Decrying the Govermment.

Mr. PEASE: On passing the office of the
hon. member for Oxley this morning, I was
surprised to find that there wa: a branch
of the Charity Organization Society nexg
door. We have, i the one hand, a member
of this Chamber going into the streets and
deerying the State, and on the other hand
the Charity Orvganisation Society finds it
necessary to open up here, no doubt on
account of the propagandd of hon. members
opposite. I noticed further that onc of the
windows in the office of the hon. member
for Oxley was cracked, no doubt owing rto
the indignation felt at the hard things the
hen. member bas been saying to the detri-
ment of Queensland.

My, TLercarr: That is very wealk.

Mr., PEASYE: T am going to give rou
soritething a bit stronger. I wish to connect
up the Country party with this slaudering
of Queensland. 1 have here the annual
report of a branch of the Country party, in
which it is stated-—

*“ Publicity.—During  the
organisation continued to supplv the
newspapers with three articles weekly
on matters of a political nature.”

year  the

I also came into possession of an arkic
ot this nature, which was not only dissemina-
ted through Qucensland but also went to the
other side of the world, When speaking on
the State enterprises 1 gave an illustration
of the sort of political propaganda the
Ceuntry party particularly were responsible
for sending over to the other side of the
world, and which was published in the * Lon-
don’ magazine., I read the article, and
I am satisfied that every hon. member was
astonished at it. I have here another article
of the same political rature, which is all in
accordance with the propaganda which is
going to destroy Queensland. T know that
business people at the other end of the
world are astonished to find that Queens-
land s such a good State for business people.
I have here an article which appeared in the
London ““ Morning Post.” I am quite sure
that every hon. member will be astonished
at the political propaganda which the Oppo-
sition are responsible for, and which theyv
are going out into the streets to proclaim.
If you analyse their propagands, vou will we
that it all tends to the discredit of Queens-

tand.  This 1¥ the sort of stuff that is
machined out.  In the Loadon ‘¢ Morning
Post 7 of 22nd January there is an article
headed—

“TABOUR IN THE SADDLE.

** QUEENSLAND’S EXPERIENCE.
“From a Speeial Correspondint.”’

It points out that Queensland is the home
of the wildest communist enterprises.

It will be remembered how the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley dwelt on the term * Com-
munist.”” I wonder if he wrote that article.
The article said—

Y Now ¢ Kxtreme Labour’ has seized
the political power in Queensland. and
is using that power with gross dicregard
for political decency and constitutional
usage.”’

I am quite satisfied that I have heard
[Mr. Pease.
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some of those terms used by the hon. member
for Oxley—-

“ Thoere is a serious and growing deficit
in spite of increased taxation, and, upon
the “Auditor-General’s report being pre-
sented, the Labour Government adjourncd
Parliament in order to stifle discussion.”

I would like to ask houn. members if they
can prove that this House was ever adjourne
in order to stifie discussion when the Auditoy-
General's report was brought down.

Mr. G. . BARXNE

Mr. PRASE: The article goes on—

“The nuwmber of employees on the

State rvailways has been 1ncreased by
334 per cent.”

. It was done last scssion.

T have heard the leader of the Oppositicn
sav there were three men doing two men's
work. and we have now the statement which
1 have just quoted. The article further says—
A sum of £60.000 has been spent by
the Government in support of strilers
who were on strike in defiunce of the
arbitration laws.”’

4

That is the sort of thing that business men
in Loundon are served with at their break-
fast tables in regard to Queensland. TIs 1t
any wonder that we on this side find it
necessary to show how false and ridiculous
these statements are? The article goes on—
“The financial policy of Tabour in
Queensland is to loot the property of
owners by confiscatory taxation, and to
divide the loot among the Labour-
unions. In doing so they have created
a grave sitnation for Queensland,
according to the impartial report of the
Auditor-General.”

We have men in Queensland who machine
this stuff out and send it to London, to be
disseminated amongst the people there, to
lead them to believe that the statements are

based on the Auditor-General’s report. The
n:atter  was  brought before the Agent-
General, and he dealt with it, and issued

a statement to the effect that the article
was not only misleading, but calculated to
do grave injurr to Queensland. Hon. mem-
bers will realise the injury which has been
done. I will give a case in illustration.
The principal of one of the largest firms in
Drisbanc told me this session that he had
been to London to do business, and, while
there, he called on a firms he had done busi-
w5 with for years and years. This London
firm have beon supplying certain
[7.30 p.m.] goods to the Queensland firm on
long term bills. The last time
the Queensland merchant went home they
said to him, *“We are sorry, but we must
have cash against the documents for all
these articles,”” The Nueensland gentleman
asked why they wanted the cash, seeing they
had been dealing with the London firm for
vears, and credit was established. The
London man said. ¢ Queensland is on the
brink of a revolution. It is worse than
the States of South America, and that is
why we want the cash down.” That is the
conversation as it was absolutely given to
me. These are the political articles of the
Country party. If any hon. member analyses
this statement, he will find in it the same
that are wsed by members of the
tion. There is the word ‘ commun-
3 The hon. member for Oxley is ever-
lastingly using that word.
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When the Agent-General drew sttention to
the arvticle, cspecially to the portion relating
to the Auditor-General, the editor of the
paper put in a footnote which stated—

“ This article Is from our correspon-
dent in Queensland, who states that it
was based on the Queensland Auditor-
General’s report.”

T ark hon. members opposite to show me
in the Auditor-General’s report where
£60,000 was spent by this Government in
support of the finances of the strikers, to
encourage them to defy the arbitration laws.
I also ask the Country party to show me
where the Government looted the property
owners by confisuatory taxation, in order to
divide 1t up amongst the Labour unions of
Queensland.  This sort of stuff is connected
vith the Country party, as it appears in their
own report. It = i I i

vs in the report of the
Country party, which I have read—
“We are sending out three newspaper
articles every week.”

I have a North Queensland paper here which
eontains »me of the articles of the Country
party. I will not weary the Committee by
reading it, but the article is similar to that
which I have just read from the London
“ Morning Post.”” I ask the hon. member
for Bulimba, if he were in business on the
other side of the world and he read that
article in that reputable newspaper, would
" he not think that 1t was correct? Would
he not think that it was based on the
Auditor-General’s report? No wonder that

London business people say to Queensland’

merchants, ° We want cash against the docu-
ments. We cannot give you credit.” I had
a letler from a business man in Melbourne
not long ago in which he said that he was
astoundsd to find how Queensland was de-
famed in Melbourne. That defamation is
coming from the members of the Country
party. I ask the leader of the Opposition,
will he stand up to that article? Will he
say that the Government spent £60,000 in
supplying funds to strikers to strike in
defiance of the arbitration law? Will he
say that we divided the moener of the pro-
perty owners among the Labour unions of
Quecnsland? Does the leader of the Opposi-
tron pay that his party are not responsible
for the circulation of those statements?

Mr. Vowrrs: I do say so.

My, PEASE: Why, your own annual report
proves it. I have vour own report here,
which proves that this statement came from
your party.

Mr. VowLEs: Rot!

. Mr. PEASE: Why, vour own members are
going about the streets of Brishane now
carrying on the same propaganda. We have
the hon. member for Oxley using exactly the
same words as appear in this article. The
people want to realise that the Country party
are trying to defame the Government and
are damaging the credit of Queensland. Ask
the poople of Queensland what thev think of
it? Does the hon. member for Oxliy think
that that is the sort of thing to put through
the newspapers in London? The funds be-
hind hon. members opposite are the funds
that are paid for that sort of dope.

Mr. VowtLes:
Mr. PEASE: We know members of the
Country party arve defaming the Government
in the streets of Brisbane. Fortunately they

19223 5
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cannot get an audience to listen to them. I
:z‘ak the leader of the Oppesition to call off
tne organisations supporting him and stop
them from seading such disgraceful articles
to the Press in England.

Mr. VOWLES (Palby): The hon. member
for Herbert has accused the Country party
of writing these articles. Let me tell tha
1‘1011.4 member that these articles are probably
inspired by himself, (Laughter.) XNo one
ever scems to sec these articles but the hon.
memper.  IIe says the hon. member for
Oxley or “ome other member of the Country
party is respensible for sending that article,
but I deny it cmphatically.

Mr. Prase: The same thing is in the report
of your own organisation.

Mr. VOWLES: It is all very well for the
hon. member to make these charges, but they
are without any foundation. If I did not
get up and deny them, they would go on
rceord as having been made by some respon-
sible individual, which we took for granted.
The hon. member says that the hon. member
for Oxley must have written the article
because the word “ Communistic ”” appears
in it. If you read the report of the Labour
Conference which took place in Brisbane lasg
October, you will find that, when a certain
proposition was put before the meeting. the
Premier himself said, ¢ This is communism
pure and simple.”’ This communistic cry is
based on the words then used by the Premier.

Mr. Corrins: Do you say that this is a
communistic Government ?

Mr. VOWLES: We have often been asked
what is the meaning of a “ Communist.” A
communist is & man who believes in the equal
division of unequal earnings. The communist
wants to put in his penny and take the other
fellow’s shilling. (Laughter.) The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen used to be a socialist, and that
was his idea of socialiam; but now he has
comne round to coinmunism. We do not want
to have a dissertation on communism to-
night, but, so far as the remarks made by
the hon. member for Herbert are concerned,
I dissociate my party altogether from them.

Mr. Prasg: You cannot dissociate vour
party from them, because they are in your
own official report.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member should
be called upon to substantiate the statements
he has made. He has made certain remarks
about the Country party, but I deny them
absolutely.

My, PEASE (Herbert): The leader of the
Opposition 1s quite wrong in what he says,

Mr, Vowrrs: I am right.

Mr. PEASE: The hon. gentleman hLas
asked me to prove what I say, and I am
zoing to do it. I have here a copr of the
* North Quecnsland Hereld,” printed in
Townsville, which reprinted this article from
the “London Post,” dated London, 22nd
January. :

Mr. Frercugr: That has nothing to do with
the Country party.

Mr. PEASE: I have the report of the
Country party swhich states that theyv are
supplving three newspaper articles weekly on
matters of a political nature.

Mr., Frercuer: What has that to do with
it?

My, Pease.]



1026 Supply.
That 3z one of the acticles
» in London, It was reprinted
of the Towusville paper.
M. J!‘",'"’hl‘l" Ave vou going to connect

us up with it7?

Mr. PEREASIE: I am going te conncet the
v party up with 11, and T will connect
v for Port ths scme time
th the attempts to bribe the

- I am quite preparcd to substantiate
every word that I have said to-night.

Ar. Vowres: Did you sar, < With the
attempts to bribe the Premicr’ i

Mr. PEASE: Yes, to get the
g0 over there,

Mr. VowiLes:

My, PEASE: You would not get me. 1
am quite prepared to substantiate cvery
statement I have masde to-night.

Air, FLETCHER (Port Curiis): Is the hon.
member for Herbert in order in saying that
I attempted to bribe the Premier?

The CHAIBRMAN: I did not understand

Premicr to

YWe would not bribe you.

the hon. member for Herbert to say that.
OrprosirioN MeaBrRS: Yes, he said it all
right.

The CITAIRMAN : If the hon. membor for
ilerbert said thut the hon, member for Port
Curtis attempied to bribe the Premier, he is
out of order.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): 1 withdraw the
statement that the hon, member attempted
to bribe the Premier; but I have here the
hon. member’s photo, taken with the gentle-

man who approached the Premier. {Loud
Oppoesition laughter.)
Hov. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The

hon. member for Herbert has failed to bring
before this Committee anything definite in
connection with the charges which he has
made with regard to the parties who are
sitting on this side of the Chamber. There
aro sitting o this side members =
belong to the Country party; but I am per-
feetly certain that anyome who knows the
members of the Country party would not for
one moment wuggest that letters would be
writton by them to the old country such as
that which has been read by the hon. mem-
bor for Herbert. The hon. member jumped
to the conclusion that they had been 80
written because—he said—certain statements
Liad been made in this Chamber which seemed
to correspond with the type of letter that
was written to the old country. Is it just
for an hon. member to assume, on the
cvidence of a newspaper paragraph that
thut letter was writfen by eny member of
thiz House? Tho hon. membor has a par-
ticularly weak case. Have not some of the
sdvertisements, gained by the State as the
vesuit of what this Government have done,
been quite suihcie nt to damage the country.

and damage the Government irretrievably ?
AMr. Brexxax: In what way?
Hew, W. H. BARNES: What has been

the poh“v of the Covernment but extreme
repudiation? (Interruption.) Has the
influence of that not been felt in the old
countrs? The hon. member for Herbert
asked for my opinion, as a business man,
in conmection with a Celtam matter. My
view is that trading is very much betier
carried out on a cash basis than with long-
dated biils. Disaster to Queensland in years
gone by has resulted fzom the fact that
frequently long-dated bills have been given,

[3r. Pease,
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and trading encouraged alonz those lines.
I do not know the business man to whom the
Lon. mewiber referved.
.\.T. Pe T will
ROYIO
H(~ . W, H. BARNES: I make no refer-
cnee to him personally; but, leaving that
tleman out of the estion altoéether
5 not conceivable that a man who may
have been in a good position has drifted
into & bad financial po~1t10n and conse-
quently where terms ptevxously had been
rgl‘\'eu‘t'nev have now been withdrawn?
That 1z happening evy day in the week.
There were statements in the paragraph
which the hon. member read that were
altogsther wrong., Things ha\*e been h"&ppen-
ing in mensmnd Take ¢ Liberty Fair.”

to him

intreduce vou

o

Where has some of the money from that
gore?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have
allowed a fair amount of latitude, but I

cannot allow the hon. member to drift alto-
gether. I hope the hon. member will con-
nect his remarks with the vote.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: 1 admu that you
have allowed a very great deal of liberty,
Mr. Kirwan,

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I think I have
iowed the hon, member a very great deal
latitude, tso.

~ Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am not doubt-
ing that. I want to reply to what the hon.
member for Herbert has referred to; but,
if you say that I am out of order. I will
‘not persist. Some of the * Liberty Fair”
money has gone in a certain direction. The
hon. member made one statement with regard
t: the North. Is it not a fact that the Go-
vernment stayed their hand when the police
were sont to do their duty in the North?
Is that a mis-statement?

In coonection with advertising, it has been
said that the (}o‘.ernmont, dominated by
outside influences, have advertised the State
in that pntxcma\" direction. Did not the
r’rom;m hiinestf, when he sought to prevent
the a:doption of a certain policy in brisbanp
ruendy, ay that they were getting out of
band? Is it not a fact that since then the
controlling influsnces have prevailed upon
the Premier himself in  that particular
vegard?

fr. Payxr: You supported the Govern-
ment that carried this so-called “ Repudia-
tion Bill " to the svcond reading stage, and
the big squatters made you pull out.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: Has the Premier
made up his mind as to who are to be the
members of the Commission to be appointed
to inquire into the mnecvssity for additional
sugar-mills? I believe that the Government
arve acting rightly in appointing a Commis-
sion, { do not often agree with the Govern-
ment, but I admit that the change in the
nature of our industries makes it necessary
to have inquiry before additional sugar-mills
are erected in any particular part cf the
State. Can the Premier say who arc to be
the members of the Commission ?

The PREMIE You are aaking for informa-
tion that I hfne already given twice—last

night and again to-day.

Hox. W. H, BARNES : I very much regret
that I did not caich it. Perhaps the hon.
gertleman will tell me whether there are to
La three members?

The PREMIER: Yes.

all




Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am much
‘)bhgul to the hon. gentleman. It is very
refreshing to know that at last this Govern-
ment, who have been in office for seven

@ars, are moving in (-onne(hoﬂ with _the
great sugar industry. It is the first time
that they have attempted to do anything.
They have sat d wn and taken the credit
t‘mt belonged  to previous Governiments.
Hon. mombers on this side are out to do
their best to develop the State, and anything
which tends in that direction will have their
support. 1 hope that the Government will
not d”OW themselves to be controlled in this
matter by outside bodies, but will be gulded
br the judgment and sdom of this
Committee.

Mr. BRENNAN (Z0owoomba): 1 trust that
some of the money for advertising the State
will be spent in advertising the Darling
Downs. I hope that the Intelhgbnce and
Tourist Bureau will have some new photo-
graphs taken. A greater amount should be
spent in advertising this State in order to
counteract the effect of newspapers which
have defamed Quecnsland since Labour came
into power. ‘When one goe: to Melbourne
they hear that Queensland is in a state of
rev olt, and that the Bolsheviks are in charge.
It is a great shame that hon. members oppo-
site do not use their influrnce with ]OL{YHuL
ists outside to see that proper literature is
contained in the different publications, in
order to lifs Queensland to the standard to
which she is eutitled. We have the greatest

possibilities for advancement and progress
in this State.
Mr. FORDY (Rockhampton}: Hon. mem-

wrs opposite are stonewalling this vote, and
sre making some ridiculous ‘statements with

a view to misrepre ntlng this Covom*nonu
and this tate.  The hon. member for
Bulimba stated that the Government took

seven years to wake up to the neecessity of

doing “something for the sugar industyy.
When that hon. mcmbm vas iz power he
refused to intreduce legislation to establish

cane prices boards. PI\JO?L)h we can forgive
kim as a bitter party politician for not giving
this Government (’Itet which is due for the

establishment of those boards. The cane
jalmexs of Queensland wors clamouring for
the boards for many years, but 1t was only
when this Government came mt') power that
they were established, with the result that
the growers now have repressntation on the
boards, and they have some sax in what they
shall yeceive for their cane. As a result of
the Lsbour Government's legislation, the
canegrowors have benefited to the extent of
£2.000,000. The sugar industry has made
wonderful progress since the establishment
of the cane prices boards, as will be seen
when I sar that the value of the sugar crop
for the last seven yrars has beon—

1815 1.500.000

1916 2.089,000

1917 .. ... 4,385,000

1918 .. ... 2.733.000

1919 . 2.342,000

1920 3.430,000

1921 9,500,000
- The CHA LR‘\ A\’ Omer I hope the
hon, gentleman will connect his remarks on

the sugar question with the appointment of
a Royal Commission.

Mr. FORDE: I want to point out that
the xnduatrv is of such Importanse that the
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(zmcxn meut are wise in appointing & Com-
mission to decide on the location of addi-
fional st In 1816 the cunegrowers

v
culy yeceived £1 65 54, per ton on an aver-
age for their canc; in 1821 the Doolbi mili
paid £2 8s. 7d,, and the 3illaguin mill pa,ld
£2 Ts. 2d.; and the awe Tage pries for
for the 1920 seninn £2 11s. Rea
the importance of this mdmt v. the Govern-
meiit should deal with it in the most cautious
and gencrous was

Mr. CamErzULL: Quote the
sugar in 1915 and 1921,
My, FORDE: I

ing my speech in
my own way. 1 am giving figures which
the hon. member does not like. He is try-
ing to defend the hon. member for Bulimba.
The sugar-growers in the Childers district
arc watching him.

Mr. CATTERMULL :
hon.

am mé

They
member very closely.

Mr, FORDE: They have a very favour-
wbj eye on me, and they tell me they are
going to make me the member for Capri-
corit I am not going to be led d.md&“ by
& would-be Labour member of the Legisla-
tive Coun01l whom we would not hsave.
This State has been maligned and misrepre-
eonted by agents of hon. members opposite
in the London papers, and it iz well tha* we
should spend more money in advertizing this
State, .35 an Australian, I have always
regarded this country as the finest in the
world,  We should tell the people on the
other side of the world what wonderful
opportunitics are offered here to the right
class of peoph who are prepared to come
and make their homes here. In order to
refute some of the propaganda by hon. mem-
bers oppesite that Queensland is being ruined

are watching the

[S3eE a Labour Government, it is well to
turn to the figures of the Commonwealth
Statistician in connection with exports from

the Cemmonwealth for the year 1921-22.
The exports for that year wmeunted to
£127.942,000, and fer the mowous year they
mhoudtcd to £131,92 ,000, showing a deerease
of £3976.000. In Qm nsland the figures
show an incre 1 exports of £2,401 455 for
one year. Woe find that the deecrcase occurred
in the Tory- novumcd States of Victoria and
South Austra hd and Western Australia, It is
wel that these ﬁ*mes sheuld be published for
the benefit of the people m Tngland and

America, so toat the right ¢ of people
will com~ o this country. V\ e are told by
hon. members oppesite that people will not
come to  fheensland because there is a
Labour Government in power, and becguse

there is a DBolshevik Government here.
According to the guarterly returns issued by
the Lommonv'\alth Statistician, we find that
the excess of immigration over emigration
for 1921 was—

Quesnsland 4.584
South Australia 5,434
Vlctm ia, 5,-:;70
T ma.ma 2,008
New South Wales ... ... 1,546
Wes tem Australia .. 27

’Inosc figurcs show that the people are flock-
ing to Queensland from cother Siaics because
they Lknow that under this sympathetlo
Government they have a better chenoe of
getting a fairer deal than in any other State
in Australia. T Propaganda of thi= kind should
20 out to the people in other parts of the
world, The Advertising Branch might salso

Mr. Forde.}
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tell the people of America and England,

despite the criticisim of hon. members oppo-
site, that taxation under this Government is
most  eguitable. and that people are not
being driven off lhe land and out of indus‘
try, as is stated.  The Producers’ Review,”

the official crgan of the Queensland Farmers

Union and the United Canegrowers” Asso-
ciation, states—
© The Queensland tax is more equit-

able and places the burden upon those
who are able to beay it.)”

“The Producers’ Roview further states—
¢ The Queensland and Vietorian income
essessmients on large earnings are an

i comparison 1en  the tax-

age means realises that the
ite revenue has to he obiuined from
somiewhere.

Here arc = few comparvisons which are set
out in  The Producers Review of 10th
Octob@r 1921, Iv shows that on a net income
of £10,000 the tax in Queensland is £1.680,

while the Victorian tax is only £570, while
with the small man carning £4 per weck the
b}

tax is B, in sland and £3 1s. 7d. in
Ta . It i well that the
[8 p.oi] Government should advertise the

cquitable taxation system adopted
in Queensiand, becanse we have hon. mem-
bers oppcsite who, by their agents outside,
send special articles home to the London
papers, saving that this Government's taxa-
tion is not equitable and that it tends to
keep people out of the country.

Aunother item in the vote is $2.525 for the
Australian 'hadc Representative in the East.
I am glad to kuow that the Qucensland Go-
vernment have assisted in the app ohlt ment
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there for our meat, and, Ju~<L as the dairying
industry  and  rural industries generally
require assistance at the prescnt time by the-
cstablishment of advisory boards and publi-

city experts, so our recondary industries
require assistance too. In this connection
there wrve great possibilities for Australia

in the way “of opening up trade with Java
and the Fast nencm ]Y 1t must be borne in
mind that the little island of Java, which is
only half thn area of Victoria, carries a
population of over 30, 000,000 peop]e, while
the Rast Indies, of which Java is the main
distributing centre, have a populatmn of
nearly 49, OOO 000 people Thos people are
not supplied with much of what they require
by Australia, particularly by Qaﬂ'm‘mld
and the Trade Commissicuer in the East
might assist us in opening up markets there.
Although the bulk of the population in that
island cousist of the davi-skinned natives,
there being only 250,000 whites on the island,
there has been an increase in the carning:

power of the natives in recent years, and
consequently theiv purchasing pov»el has
improved. They demand a better class of

clothing and better food, just as the workers
of Australia when their wages were increased,
demanded better clothes and better food;
and the primary producers veaped the bene-
fit becausc they got a befter market for their
produce. Java and all thowe other places in
the East demand the very best quality, and
the Trade Commissioner might keep his eyes.
on these matters and advise Quecnsland and
the other States of Australia as to the
standards they must rmintain Not only
should we encourage primary industrics bub
secondary industries as well, so that we might

of a Trade Commissioner in the Kast, because  capture ‘these markets. Just consider thu
I think it will open up trommm(,u\ possibili-  wonderful opportunities at present un-
ties for Queensland. ‘h(‘”o is a good market touched. Talko the following figures

: T " ]

| i Australian Trade.

\ i 1919-1920.

Country. I Popuiation. ‘ Total Imports, o -
i‘ | Imports ! Exports.
,,,,,, e | .

! ‘ £ £ ! £
China .o .. .. Lol LU00,000 550,000,000 1 301,826 ! 543,365
South Africa .. .. s , ! 50,750,000 5 3,044,351
Straits Setflements IO | 40,000,C01 : 6,216,398
Dutch East Indies . e 47, (»00 000 | 40,000,000 2,619,095
Japan .. . . o SO:000,000 1 270,000,000 7,229,501
India . . . .oh 815,000,000 | 150,000,000 : 2,459,035
Capada . Lo St | 2481025600 31
United Staleq, America .. . 07,500,000 | 1,055,879,642 £ 3 16‘1 oao

L

T have just quoted these figures to show the
Co'mmtnee the imports to these Bastorn coun.
tries. Take a country like China, with im-
ports mmummg to £550,000,000! What an
opportuuity there is for Australia to oot a
market for her goor‘hi T'he trvade up to the
present tims= has heen neglected, and I am
gad that this Government have bad some-
thing to do with the appointment of a Trade
Commissioner in the Hast. Wo >Lould make
Australia, and particularly Queensland, a
great manufacturing country, so that wo
can supply the people in the East with their
requirements.  We know that the wearing
apparel of the people in China is chiefly
cotton. What a wonderful opportunity there
is in Queensland for the establishment of
secondary industries, particularly the manu-
facturing of cotron i’\.ro the finished article!
Wo should be able in a few years to supply
China with millions cof pounds worth of

[Mr. Forde.

cotton goods. As a representative of Central
Quoons,and one of the greatest cotton dis-
tricts of Australia, I strongly urge the Go-
vernment to do eversthing posmblc to
cncourage trade with the Bast. and get some
of that cotton trade, because if we can grow
the raw cotton, we ought to be able to
manufacture it into the finished arbicle.

We ought also to do a bigger trade with
the Fa<t in connection with woollen goods,
and the Trade Commissioner might be able to
assist in that direction. We find that before
the last drought Australia had 93,000,000
sheep; Russia had 72,000,000; United States,
48,000,000; and the Argentine, 43,000,000.
Two sheep in Australia will produce the
\‘alue of woel that can be produced by three
sheep in Russia, showing that we can produce
the right quality of sheep, and w= ought to
go in to a greater extent for the manufacture
of finished woollen goods, so that we might
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Be able to develop an export trade in these
goods.  What do we find? WMr. Mirling
Tayior, Director of the Commonwealth
Burcau of Science and Industry. writing on
Hth February, 1920, said—
~““ Although there may be difficulties
there is no real obstacle in the way of
the greater part of, the Australian clip

being treated, mnawely, turned 1into
~ woollen goods. in Australia.”
L want to see our raw wool turncd into

finished woollen goods, and our raw cotton
and

munufactured into the finished article,
I want the Trade Comuissioner in the
t0 assist us in getting mwrkoets.

In my opinion the British Empire Exhibi-
tion Miwsion will do a great deai towards
hielping  Australia. I sce there is a vote
providing for a preliminary expenditure of,
approximately, £3.000 for the British Empire
Fxhibition Mission, and the Premier has
announced his  willingness to assist that
mission. . The hon. member for Bulimba was
present at the dinner in the Belle Vue Hotel
given by Major Belcher, who in his speech
complimentsd the Premier of Queensland on
his great wisdom and on the foresight he has
shown in handling the affairs of the country.
The Premier has promised to assist to the
extent reguired, and the Commonwealth
Government have recently announced their
intention to participate in the FExhibition.
What can the Exbibition do for Australia?
It can make still better known the merifs
of Australian agricultural and dairving pro-
duce, which everv vear can be valued at
mearly  £200,000,000. These wen can do
wonderful advertising for this countiv. Thes
will. through that British Fmpive ¥xhibition
etable Australia to increase her export: of
wool, cotton, beef. mutton. lamb. wheat, onts.
maize, hay, and other articles. At the present
time there js a good trade carried on hetween
Australia and the United Kingdom. Mark the
increase which has taken place since 1913,
two years before this Government came into

I 1913 the statistics of trade from
alia to th> United Kingdom showed an
amount of £&2,0656.250: in 1920 the amount
was £112,708,415. The trade from the Uniicd
Kingdom to Australia Tin 1813 showed
£37,829,482. and in 1920 it was £68.267.658.
Mavk the  jump from £37.000.000 io
S:63.000,000  sn 19201t From  Australia
to the United Kingdom it increased from
':9584280,462 to £112.709.445, after five vears of
Labour government. To hear hon. members
eppozite speal, one would think that we had
discouraged trade with the United Kingdom.
That is just a part of the small, petty, bias
propaganda which they have tried to dis-
seminate amongst the people of Queensland.
The British Empire Tixhibition w .l erable
Australians to get into touch with ¢orpora-
tions and firms in Great Britain who are
anxious to supply their requirements and kuy
their exports. That Exhibition will be
attended by probably upwards of 10.000,000
people from all parts of the British Empire.
I learn that cheap steamer fares will be given
to Australians to visit the Exhibition, and
also to the people of Canada, New Zealand,
and other parts of the British Dominions.
It will be an unique opportunity for the
people to see what the British Empire can
preduce. That Exhibition will tend to adver-
tise the opportunities that Australia offers
to suitable immigrants—to people who are
prepared to come here and invest their
money in cotton-growing and also in the
establishment of secondary industries in

[30 Avarvst.]
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Queensland. I know that Major Beleher, the
manager of the mission. after T had avranged
for him to be shown over the cotton lands
in Central Queensiand, said, © If T were ten
vears young.r, 1 would ¢ome to Central
Queensiand and go in for cotton-growing.”
He was very enthusiastic in regard to the
wonderful opportunitics offering in Queens-
Iand for men with a Innited capital of about
£1.000. Such a man as dajor Belcher will
be a veal live wire in England in h:lping to
adverrise Queenstand. T am glad to know
that a gond suwin of money will be spent in
connection with the Dritish Empive Exhibi-
tion. I hope that the Government will con-
tinus their wise. statesmanbke attitude on
thes big guestions, whieh will go towards
making Queensland the most prosperous State
in the Commonwentth,

GOVERNMENT MevBERsS: Hear, hear!

Que-tion put and passed.

HoME SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF GFTICE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (ITon. Al
J. Jones., Paddingten): 1 beg to move—
“ That £6115 Dbe granted for the
¢ Chief Office, Home Department.” ”
I regret the circumstanees which make it
necessary for me to move this vote to-night,
namely, the illness of my collcague. the Home
Socretary.  While I do not apologise for
acting for him nor do I desire to shirk any
responsibilityv. I think his absence 1s regret-
table, because it is well known to hon.
members on both sides of the Chamber that
Alr. McCormack has a thorough gvasp of his
department, and administers it fearlessly,
firmlv, and sympathetically. (Ilear, hear!)
Hon. members will observe that there is a net
increase in the vote of only £27. Owing to
the increassd administrative and depart-
mental work caused by the attitude taken up
by the department, an Assistant Under Sec-
retary has been appointed, and I i'hn}k‘ that
is an innovation which will be beneficial to
the department and also to the State. The
department conirols a good many different
vorss which will all need to be discussed. and
I content myself now with moving the vote.
Mr. VOWLES (:00y): This a depart-
ment which controls very important branches
such as - Relief of Aboriginals,” © Charit-

able Inmstitutions,” ‘ Health” “‘Ou‘f.door
Relief" ** State Children,” and *° Miscel-

e

lancous Servicas,

A good deal of attention has recently buen
directed to a mattor which is controlled
by the department—thai is. the  Golden
Clasket.” IKxception has been taken by some
people to taking this money away from a
multitude of workers in order to create a
few capitalists. It struck me at the time
that this statement must have appealed to
the hon. member for Bowen. The question
as to whether we should continue to carry
on this system of gambling is one which the
Clommittee should  consider, more particu-
larly as reference has been made in the
public Press and this House during the last
fow davs fo certain rumours which are
abroad in respect to the carrying on of this
system. We were told this afternoon in

reply to a question that the manager had
been dismissed. It is a most remarkable
thing that a man should be dismissed if

there are no jrregularities.
The Secretary ror Mrxes: He
dismissed for that reason at all.

Mr. Vowles.]

was not
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M., VOWLES: We are told that there
has been a complete audit, and that evers
thing is in ord [ am very pleased to hear
that for the sake of the individual, berausc
thers have been some very nasty rumours
about rtown. I thosec rumours arc not
corvect, the truth should be made known.

Mr. Greesox: Let us know what they are.

Mr. VOWLES: In the first place there
was a rumour that moner had been stolen
—I do not sar it is correct. In answer to a
question to- we were told, first of all,
that the manager's services have been dis-
pensed with. and then woe were told that
there were no irregularities
Hv. Grepsox: Who told you that money
wa» stolen?

Mr. VOWLES:

knows that that

Everyone in the street
is the rumour. There is
£135,600 lving to the ecredit of various
accounts 1 connection with the ¢ Golden
Casket 7 funds at the present time, We are
told that the * (olden Casket” is carried
on in the name of charity, and the funds
are supposed to be devoted to the hospitals.

If it is going to be carried on,

[8.30 p.m.] then it is only fair to the

. hospitals who are undertaking
certain expenditure in many cases in anti-
cipation cf receiving a part of these moneys
to know exactly where they stand. We
should let the hospitals know whether these
moneys will be available. It is looked for-
ward to in the country as a sort of gift, and
the people there know that it is not going to
last for all time. The hospital committees
are taking advantage of the increased dona-
tions or contributicns to their funds to
improve their hospitals and plant. In my
own town of Dalby they are bringing the
plant up to date, and they have got an
Xeray apparatus and other improvements in
connection with the hospital, They regard
this moner as extraordinary revenue, and,
so far as the upkeep of the hospitals is con-
cerned. they are not increasing their annual
expenditure at all, They know that it
cannot be continued for all time, and the
time mas possibly be not far distant when
they will have to consider other methods for
raising ways aud means,

Mr. Cornixs: What method do you suggest
for getting the money ? | i

Mr. VOWLES: There is a large section
of the communite that does not psv anvthing
towards the upkeep of hospitals. There
should be « hospital tax. That is what I
favour.

Mr. CoLnra:

On land values?

Mr. VOWLES: No.  We have a good
system e connection with the Dalby ios-

pital. where certain worker-
hespital out of their wage
workers

seribe to the
1t o] . The railway
subscribe as a body, also the flour-

mill workers, sawmill workers, and othaers.
They all voluntarily contribute 1d. in the

£1 our of th wages throughont the whole
vear. Last vear we got £120 from the rail-
way workers in the Dalby district. and on
that we got the Government subsidy, You
cannot say that the workers in our district
do not contribute towards the funds of the
hospital. It is not altogether the Brishano
workers who do not contribute to the Brishane
hospital, but the Brisbaue capitalitts, who
do not contribute their fair sharve so far as
the Brisbane General Flospital is concerned,

Mr. Prasg: Hear, hear! We all agree
with vou there.

[1ir, YVowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. VOWLES: The country hospitals all
paxv  theie way have credit balances,
while the 1 (ieneral Hospital receives
about £57.000 v vear from the Govern-
ment,  (f course, they claim that they are
entitled to that as a base hospital,

A lot of country patients

o

Ar. BrExwax:
go there.

My, VOWLES: Every hospital is in the
same position. We find that, as a hospital
15 improved, and when you get up-to-date
appliances, and an up-to-date doctor and a
nursing »taff, you get more patients, as they
always g0 to a good hospital. Notwith-
standing the fact that the Dalby Hospital
has to cater for outside districts, we are able
to carry on with voluntary contributions and
the Government subsidy and have a credit
balance.

Ay, BreNX
oni the same lines as the

Mr., VOWLES : It is not a matter of what
I would consent to. I will deal with the
matter fearlessly when the time comes. It is
an anomaly that the city of Brisbane should
not be able to maintain the General Hospital
here,

Mr. Duxstax: Brisbane certainly takes
up enough collections.

Mr. VOWLES: But they do not do their
collecting in a systematic way, like we do
in the country. There are wealthy men in
Brisbhane who can afford to support the
hospital, T.ook at a wealthy suburb like
Toowong ! If the people there were told
that they must collect £2,000 or £3,000 a
year towards the hospital, they would collect
it. In my district voluntary donations are
made by different sections, and we have all
our money collected on a syvstem. That can
be done on a larger scale in Brisbane.

31y, CrEpsox: You opposed the Hospitals
Bill which was introduced here three years
ago.

Mr. VOWLES: The money to be raised
under that Bill was en land values, and was
to be levied like a land tax. Lvery indi-
sidual in the communite should be asked to
centribute towards the hospital according to
his salarv. Hoe should pay o much in the £1,

The PrexiEr: You

1 Would you consent to a {ax
New. Zealand Act?

advocate a tax on

clude all
1
1

I,

FVOWLES: It should in

Incomes—wages and cverything else—what-
ever :he income may be. If the workers in

the Dalhy disivict can do it on a voluntary
seale, then the people in other districts
should be compelled to do it.

Mer. (rEpzox: IHundreds here would escape
cot free because they are not earning wages
cn salaries.

The (HAIRMAN: Tt has just creurvred
to me that a discuszion on hospitals is likely
e initared en this vote. I think the
shouwld take place on the vote
ospitals. I have no objection to the
leader of rthe Oppesition discussing the
“Liolden Cosket ™ on the vete for the Chief
Offico, but T do net think it would be wise
for anw hon. member to go outside the
" Goldlen Casket,”  If we have a gencral
discusrion on hospitals now, then. when we
reach tha vote for hospitals, the whole thing
will ba gone over again. I sugeerst, there-
fare. that hon. members should refrain from
diseussing hospitals until we reach that vote.
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A, VOWLIES: One matter I woeundd Jike
tu suggest to vhe Premier is this: Judging
by the preogress we arve making, we bave

very little chance of getting o the Trust
and Loas Fund Estimutes. I hiope the Pre-
mier will consider the question of dizcussing

the whole of the administration of the denmt-
ments on the first vote, including the dis-
cussion of the Trust and Loan Fund Istimates
for each particular department.

The Paeater: If the how. gentleman is
agrecable to make an arrangement to discuss
everything on the fisst vote, and not to

dizcass the individual votes afterwards, I am
gquite agreeable
Mr. VOWLES: Including the Trus: aund

Loan TFunds?

The PreMIER: It would be distinctly out
of ordey to dizcuss the Trust and Loan Fund
on the Revenue Estimates,

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentlemsn knows
we are anxious to discuss the Trust and
Loan Fund Estimates,

The PrEMIER: The hon. gentleman has the

matter in hisx own hands. He can hurry on
till bhe gets to those Estimates.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think that I
have it in my own hands, judging by the
stonewalling which has been going on on the
other side.

Mr. PEASE: You started it.

Mr. ’V()‘\VLES: If you look at the Ekti«
mates, you will find every dep‘unnont has
Trust and Loan Funds under its administra-
tion. These arc matters that we are particu-
larly anxious to get to, because that is
where the big sums of money are involved.
We are cnly dealing with the little depart-
mental matters now, and I venture to say
wa will never get to the 1rnporhlnt ones.

The Preier: It is entirvely in your own
haud

Mr. VOWLESN:

We will never get there.
We have had this sort of statement made
by the Premier on other occasions, and e
know very well that, when we got to a
certain department towards the m-d of the

seventeenr  davs  allowed  for Sap')lv the
stonewall will start and we will only get
about five minutes on them.

The PREMIER: You have spent three days
on my deparvtment, and that came fivst.

Mr. ¥ (?V\V{ ES: Look how the hon. member
for Rockhampton has taken up the time.

Mr. Peasu: Your score is nearly 100
not out 7 in “ Ilansard.” (Laughter.)

Mr, VOWLER: T am
ury,””  because
not touchned.

Mr. TORDE: There is this
between your speerhes and mine:
something in them, but yours
in then.

Mr, VOWLES: T could not call anvthing a
speech that is read out, and the hon. mem-
ber's speeches ave alwass 10&(1 cut. With
regard to the “ Golden Casket,” last year the
Auditor-Goneral reported that *hmv
shortage of £480. I am glad
is going to give us some det:
ou this gquestion.

‘t the
all to-morrow

going to
there is

diffcrence
Mine have
have nothing

the Minister
ed information

Ar. Brexxax: How many * Gelden Cas-
kets 7' does it include?

Mr. VOWLES: It dees not watter how
many it mcludes, It zhows thar the syitem

of hookl teeping must be bad.  There must

130 Avcrst.) Sxpply.

vas a’

I somoething
of £450 and thc ,\ud tor-{ierier % !H(;t fi
it. If £480 can disappear, there is no reasow
why  £4.600 sho, not disappear.  There
ave 109,000 sulsiribers, and the saine amount
bE (’o}iootod on every cerasion, the halaunce

siould be p the sane. Lirow
what the expruses are, and you ‘ur*e
a balarce half an bowr after the

Casket”’
about :
Auditor-
going to

is drawu. We know nothing
things because we have not got the
General’s report, and we are not
get 1t.

“he SeCRETARY For MINE3: You can
the audit inspester’s report on it

VOWLES: ve should have it,
bo(:m% the position is anosialous.

18.30 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Puddington): I am particularly
pleased that the leader of the Oppositiou has
introduced this matter thus early. The hon.
member for Enoggera yesterday asked a
question which T answered very fully to-day.
Prior to that question being answered, full
details were obtained regarding the distri-
bution of the funds derived from the “Golden
Casket " Art Union. The hon. member for
Oxley, speaking last night in South Bris-
bane, is reported to have said—

“ People took tickets in the ¢ Golden
(Casket’ because they desired to get
something for nothing—something easily
accom])hshcd withoutl effort. They satis-
fied their conscience, or endeavoured to
do 50, by the fact that the proceeds of
the ¢ Casket ’ were utilised for the main-
tenance of hospitals. The Labour Go-
vernment had received £1,255000 from
the forty-five ‘caskets’ which had been
conducted under its direction. It was
possible that some disclosures would
shortly be made which would be a very
unhappy sequel.”

1 .
ave

3

member is not in
make

T am sorry that the hon.
his place to- nlgh‘r I invite him to

his “ disclosures ”’ as early as he possibly
an.  Flon. members opposite based their
cstions  on wery idle rumour, or they
very suspicions minds. In the first

place, the Labour Government did not ve-
coive £1,265.000. Replying to a2 question
asked by the hon. member for Iast Too-
woomba (3r. T. R. Roberts), I stated that
the total amount of mones received for the
sale of tickets in ¢ Caskets ” Nos, 7 to 52
was £1.255,000; the amount distributed to
hospitals was £308,407, as well as £10,000
in connection with the Mount Mulligan dn-
aster, and £100 to seme little institution in
the electorate of the hon. member for
Murilla.  The management expenses were
£71,236, and the amocunt at credit in the
Commonwealth Savings Bank was £145,863.
T want to pay a fribute to the * Golden
et committee, for the valuable ser-
vices ther have rendered to the department

and for the manner in which they have
conducted the * Casket” vight through. I
am aware, Mr, Kirwan, that you are a

member of the cowmittee, otherwise I would
probably eulogise it te a greater eoxtent.
hon. member for Oxley certainly
endeavoured  to  mislead  the pwople of
Queensland when he stated that the Labour
Government had received £1,265.000. He
»(»w\\ what the pesition was, because he had
the answer to the questwn on the day on
\fhich he made that speech.

Hon. 4. J. Jones.]

The
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The leader of the Cpposition made some
referenee to the manager of the “ Golden

Casket.” T answered certain questions re-
lating to that subject to-day, and an hon.
member  opposite  has  given notice of
another question for to-morrow. My

snswer to the question was based on the
audit inspector’s report.  Now the hon.
giember a for this report to be laid on
the table, s it inferred thst I have not
given correet information?

Mr. Vowres: I did not ask for it to be
laid on the table of the House. I asked
swhy the man’s services vere dispensed with.

The SKCRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Fnoggera has given notice
of a guestion. Neither the Government nor
the “ Golden Casket’ committee have any-
thing to hide.

Mpe, T. R. Roperts: The hon. member is
asking for the date of the audit.

T
xz

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
manager of the “ Golden Casket,” My,

Lucas, approached me on 14th August, and
made application for three months’ leave.
He brought with him a doctor’s certificate.
which stated that he required threc months’
absolute rest.

Mr. J. H. C. Rosir?s:
proxy. (Laughter.)

~ The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
intevjection, 1n my opinion, indicates a
vacant mind.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: Is your opinion
o a vacant mind worth having?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the
hon. member wants information, I am quite
willing to give it to him; if he does not,
I am quite content to sit down. The
“Golden Casket” commiiiee were the pro-
per authority to grant the manager leave
of ab 2. As b was not possible to get
the committee together, we granted him
one week’s sick leave, and submitted the
application to the ‘“ Golden Casket?” com-
mittes,  The wmanager went back to the
office. drew three months’ salarr in advance,
and on the fellowing morning left for Sydney.
Theve had been an audit inspestion within
a week of that time, but an auditor was
immediaiely put on to inspect the books.
Mr. Lucas’s scrvices have been dispensad
with for the reason that he went away
without getting leave, and staved away
over the week, and becauss he had im-
properly drawn three months’ calary—a sum
of £175. The Auditor-General says—

“Mr. Lucas has improperly drawn
£175. equivalent to three months’ salary,
presumably in respect of leave which
has not been granted.”

He was after a

1 would like to quote from the audit
inspector’s report.

Mr. BreEnxan: Was any leave due to
him?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
it is only fair to say that, had the manager
waited, and had he not ignored the instrue-
tion of the committee, he probably would
have been due for nearly three months’ sick
leave. The audit inspector’s report is dated
21st August, 1922, and says—

“I beg to submit, as requested, a
special report on the ¢ Golden Casket’
office.  In company with my assistant

[Hon. A. J. Jones.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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checked at this
office  on and  specially
checked on 17th idem. On the first occa-
sion the collection cash was 4s. 1d. short,
and on 17th the shortage was 17s. 4d.,
to which must be added 5s. 8d., errors
found in daily cash sheets subsequent
to taking of cash, bringing the total to
23:. Of this amount the cost of one
ticket—>5s, 3d.—is to be collected from
one  of the girls for overdssue to a
subscriber, should the latter not remit
for the exira ticket sent. The Dbalance
of 7=, 9d. is unaccounted for.

Buckle). cash was
11th 1instant,

[RIES

“ Peity cash showed a surplus of 1s.
Id, azainst the book balance,

IS

Counter prize moner was correch.

¢ (tounter cashiers in each case showed
small deficits, probably errors in change
—XNo. 1, 10s.: No. 2, 10d.; No. 3. 6d.

“ All bank adjustments have been made
up to date but reveal nothing extra-
ordinary,

¢ Attached herewith is a voucher for
£175 in favour of Mr., Lucas, th?
manager. for salary for three months
leave. but no datce is shown in respect
of the leave.”

The audit inspector’s report is dated 17th
August,  Mr. Lucas applied for leave on
14th August, and left for Sydnes the foilow-
ing day, and has not vet returned. Thore
is nothing wrong with the ¢ Golden Casket ~’
funds ar all.

Mr. VowLEs: It seems that the manager
has been pretty harshly treated.

The Prruier: By the Opposzition making
innuendocs,

The SECRETARY FOR MINLES: While
I hold no brief for the manager of the
“ Golden Casket.” T think it is only fair %o

say that his services were dispensed with for
dizobeving instructions and refusing to
remain i1 Brishane, He left without leave
fromi the committee, which iz a thing no
Government would telerate on the part of
ans public servant. T am very sorry indeed
that the hon, member for Oxler is not here
to-night. The statoment he made last night
certainly deserves contradiction, Hon. mem-
bers opposite arc trying to create suspicion
in the minds of the contributing public so
that the ¢ Golden Casket” will not be as
sucenssful in the future as it has been in the
Since the Government have had con-

past. e th Gov I

trol of this institution, nothing has been
wrong with it.  Prior to the Government
taking f the committee ran six

¢ Caskets,” there was nothing wrong
with any of them. The proceeds have been
devoted to a very goed cause—the interests
of the sick and the meedy of this State.
Hon. members opposite may call it gambling,
but other countries gamble in the same
direction. Hon. members opposite always
look to Great Britain for precedence. The
following advertisement appeared in one of
.the London periodicals on 28th June, 1922:—
¢ Under the patronage of His Grace the
Duke of Devonshire, the Right Hon.
Lord Riddell, the Hon. Sir Arthur
Stanley, and Sir Napier Burnett.
“ Proceeds to be divided between $t.
Themas's Hospital, the British Red
Cross Society, Infant and Child wel-
fare.
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£10,000 yrsT BE WONX IN TUE
GENTINE SPORTING DALLOT.
“ Number \d Numbered

Tickets,

5/.
Ist Prize £2.,500
2nd Prize 1.000
2 Prizes of 500
4 Prizes of 250
10 Prizes of 100
15 Pn1 of 50

* And hundreds of other money prizes,

ranging from £25 to £5.

‘Prize money guaranteed and Dballot
organised for the Red Cross Rociety
by

Doteras STUART.
“ THE BieeesT Moxey Prize Ev
THE CALCUTTA SWEEPSTAR
Moork: It was a godsend to the

T SBINCE

e
bon, gentleman to find that advertisement.
Tt has been quoted about cight times alreadr.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I desire
0 geot the advertisement into © Hansard.”
so that the people of Queensiand may know
that the Batish (“mmnmcnt allow 1nstitu-
tions similar to the ¢ Golden Casket ™ to be
run in aid of hospitals in that country. The
hon. member for Enoqgem has asked me to
lay thc audit m;pnctm s report on the table.
I have quoted that portion of the report

dealing with the manager, Mr. Lucas. and 1
hope, 1n fairness to the manager and in

fairness to the department and the contribu-
ting public, that we shall not hear any mors
ﬂbou‘r any shortage in the ** Golden Casket’
lllﬂ(l“

KING (ZLogan): 1 want to congratu-
the Government on the crestion of the
pesition of Assistant Under Secretary in the
department. T recognise that the depart-
ment is a very bip one. with very wide
ramifications 1'ndovd TUnder the jurizdicticn
of one Under Secretary, I almost think thae
he had too much to d withstanding
at fact, he has carvied o ut his work
remarkably well. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the creation of the position of
nt Under Sccretary, and 1 congratu-

~ them still more upon their selection.
My, Chutsr is a man who has been with
the deparvtoient for a number of years, and
has been connected very closely with local
government and heclth matters, and in his
position as Assistant Under Secrctary he
will have greater control and will come into
closer contact with those particular sections
than he has in the past. As a local govern-
ment man, I think Mr. Chuter’s appoint-
ment has met with general approval through-
out the State. He is successful in local
government work; he is always courteous
and affable, and iz extremely C‘lpable Mr.
‘Chuter has a very high conception of and a
very keen regard for Tocal government work,
and I think in the execution of his duty he
’“111 try to teach local government men that
they will have to soar above the making of
an ordirary culvert and the making of a
drain. I look forward with a great deal of
pleasure to closer association with him in
my officlal position as secretary and legal
adviser of the Local Authorities” Association.
Since I have been in that position, I and all
local government men throughout Queensland
have received the very greatest assistance and
help from My, Chuter in his position of
Chief Clerk and Assistant Under Secretary.
I rise to voice the appreciation of the genera
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public and myself in pmtlcuhr at the crea-
tion of this particular office and the appoint-

ment of Mr. Chuter.

Hoxovrapre MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. CORBER (Burnetty: 1 would like to
ask ihe Minister in charge of the Home
Necretary's Kstimates w hether there is at the
31 time a sum of £130.000 yor undiz-
ributed from the

csent

e

“ Goldon Casket V' funds.

The BoRETARY TFOR  MINE A sum of
£145.000.

My, CORSER: Is it the intention of the
Govienment to distribute that sum amongst
exi hospitalsy 1 have a reason for ack-
ing the question, and I want.fo know whether
thewe funds are to be distributed in the same
quarters as past distribuiions.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

amount will be distributed in the same way
as previcusly to existing and new }mgpn.hl\
As & mutto‘ of fact, we propose to introdues
lewizlotion which may mean the establishment
of now hos pltals

My, CORSE I think we have drawn
something from the Minister which, up to
the present time, the Goverument have tried
to conceal. I under:tand the Government,
i1 the foreshadowed legislation rveferred to
by the Minister, propose to do something for
the assistance of country women.

The CTIATRMAN : Pos:ibly the hon. mem-
ber did not hear my previous ruling that we
ar» now dealing with the Chief Office. I
have A[madv intimated to hon. members that
it will be m (ndm to discuss t‘le administra-
tionr of the “ Golden Casket” on this vote,
bitt not the administration of the fund. The

hon. wember may deal with that matter
under the vote for hospitals.
Mr., CORSER: I understand that on the

xorv for the Chicf Office we can deal with

Lie policy of the Home Department.

The CITAIRAAN: I would remind the
hon. member that that has not been agreed
upon, although a suggestion was made that
we should discuxs all the departmental votes
on the Chief Office.

Mr. CORSER: The Governmment propose
to introduce legislation to provide for some-

thing which docs not exist at the present
legislation. for the establishment of
materuity hospitale,  That is a very good

policy for the Government to nvtmduco 1t
has Dbeen  advocated by country m embers
for =ome time that the Government should
extend their administration of hospitals to
permit of the establishment of maternity
hospitals in country districts. From the
information I have drawn from the Minister
in charge of the vote, the sum of £140,000
in connection with the  Golden Casket” is
not to be distributed solely amongst existing
hospitals, but is to be used also for the
establishment of this new policy. The oxist-
ing hospitals are to be denied this assistance,
which they claim they should get.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
believe in the ¢ Golden Casket 7 ?

Mr. C‘ORSER You have rnot heard me
say anything against it. I believe in the
subsidies thut our hospitals are getting, and,
no doubt, a number of people pu1cha=e
< Cagket ” tickets in order to assigt the
hospitals. But we find the Government are
now going in for another policy.

The CHAIRMAN: I am not going to
permit a general diseussion on the adminis-
tration of the hospitals on this vote. If the

Mr. Corser.]

Do you
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hon. mewibor wishes to sayv anything about  the way in which a thing is conducted.
the administration of the “ Golden Casket”  The Minister is asked a cortain question,
office, he can do so on thi: vote. aud he answers it in the way it Is asked,

Mr. TAYLORK (Wiadsor): 1 am sorry 1
cannot agree with the Blinister with regard
to the very great benefit that the * Golden
Clasket 15 conferrving upon the community.

Personallv, I think it is a menace to the
commumty, and it is a v great pity that
the Government ave el~ociatcd with it in
any shape or form.

The SsCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How
would yeu raise the £300,000 for the hos-
pitals?

My, TAYLOR: Surely we have sufficient
itlative to ra the neccessary money to
maintain our hospitals, We did it for fiftv
or sixty years without * Golden Caskets”
and we can do it again. The people are
prepared to do it again. It is all very well
for Ministers to talk about being in favour
of the ““Golden Casket,” but there are
several members on their own side who do
not agree with the “ Golden Casket.”” The
Home ‘Secretary himself said that it was a
deplorable thing that money had to be raised
in that way to maintain the hospitals of this
State. Hon. members opposite have got up
in this Chamber and spoken about members
on this side running down the State, but vou
have ouly to take up certain papers to see
how this State is held up from one end of
Australia to the other as the great gambling
State of the Commonwealth.
Mr. Duxstan: The Tory Press.

Mr. TAYLOR:
Casket,” the Tory Press could not make
those charges. The sooner the ¢ Golden
Casket«”” are cut out from the national life
of this State the better it will be for the
State. Horse racing, “ Golden Caskets,”” and
gambling of every description are demoral-
ising the whole community, and I am sur-
prised that the Minister has attomptod to

If we had no

¢ Golden

uphold the ¢ Golden Casket.” T did not
think he would uphold it.

Mr. Forpe: Do vou think the Common-
wealth National Government are right in

taxing the

“ Golden Casket ”

Mr. TAYLOR: If T had anything to do
with the taxing of the ¢ Golden Casket” I
would tax 1t out of existence.

T would like to refer to the remarks of the
AMinister in connection with the questions

distributions?

asked by the hon. member for Eroggera.
The hon. member for Enoggera was quite
right in asking those questions. All over
the city. rightly or w Un‘*lv there wers

rumours 011culatmv‘ with r ”ard to what had
h’l])]’)(‘nod in oonnc«*tm'l with the *“Golden
Casket,” and byv asking those questions we
have now got the information. I am vory
pleased to hear that there have not been
the defaleations which have been stated. It
has been rianted that the shortage ranges
from £17.0600 down to £7,000, and all that
kind of thing. The hon. member is cntitled
to ask questions and get the information when
he hears rumours of that nature.

The SscreETARY ror Mings: When he got
the an=wer he did not accept my statement,
but asked for an audit.

Mr. TAYLOR: The non. member. asked
for a statement to be put on the table, hut
that does not imply that the MMindster is not
playing the game, > all know that an
auditer may make cortain rveferences as to

[Hr. Taylor

hut an auditor in submitting a report would
probably  say that the accounts are not
=ufficiently checked. or that there has been
Bo proper supervision, and we arve entitled
to know everything that the auditors have to
sav in  connection with  public  accounts.
There was no refiection on the Minister in
any shape or form by the questions \\hm
were  asked by the hon, member for
I*nogzxrela to-day. T am very pleased to
know that the auditors have uported favour-
ably on this conceru, but I COI ainly think.
when the Minister answered the questions
to-day, that the hon. member of Enoggera
was guite withia his right in wanting to
know when the audit was taken, who had
suggested the audit, and whether there were
any special reazons or circumstances in con-
nection with the ‘ Golden Casket” that
prompted those audits, and he was entifled
to get the fullest possible information from
the Minister.

The SECRETARY TOR

Mixes: In the audit
inspector’s report it is stated that the
manager was leaving, after I had advised
him not to go.
Mr. TAYLOR:

We. did not know that

before, and we are entitled to have that
information,

Mr. MOORE (1>!Z)1'g1:;z/): I wish to say a-
few words with regard to the * Golden

Casket.”

The SECRETARY POR MINES :
in the * Golden (asket”?

Mr. MOORTE : I do not belicve
have never taken a ticket in it.

The SrcreraARY OB MiNgs : You would take
the first prize if you won it.

Mr. MOORE: I would not take the first
prize.  As I have never taken a ticket, [
could not win the first prize, The Minister
went to a great deal of trouble in trying to
find some other country which is
doing the same thing. "He picked
out a bookmaker in England who
is permiited to run a sort of * Goldem
Caslet "—a  bockmaker who encourages
people to gamble.

The SECRETARY

Do you believe

in it, and

9 p.m.]

ron ATy

I bhave taken

a ticket in the * Golden Ca asket.”” but I have
never been at Ascot. You go to race
meetings,

My, MOORE: Why does the Minister want
to make excuses by going to some pther
country to find out whether they are doing
the same thing there? The Home Secretary
himself, when deputations have waited upon

him, has gaid that it was not an economical
way of collecting money—that it was= an
casy wayv, hut not good or desivable way
of colle mon If the Minister defends

his position Ly saying that the Government
cannot get money in any other way and are
prepared to sce the people degraded rather
than that the hospitals should suffer, let him

ey so, Instead of gotting up and making
excuses,

A GovrrxyrsT MEMBER: Flow is it that
the country hospitals have never sent the
motiey back?

Mr. MOORE: A lot  of the country
how mt(m which have received money did nosg
know that it came from the ‘“Golden
Casket 7 funds., (Government dissent.) The

sumn of £92.000 was given to the hospitals,
which it waus tl‘oughc had come out of the
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funds of the ITome Department, and not out
of the “ Golden Casket ™ funds.

Ae. Cornixs : They know in my electorate,
because they have wired to me about it.

Mr, MOORE: If the Government give
them an opportunity to secure funds in such
an easy way, 1 suppose they will take them,
but that does noi exeuse the (overnment.
if the Government do not think that it is a
goed thing for the State that this gambling
should go on, ther should adopt some other
means of raising mioney.

The SECRETARY FOR DMINE
to stop one side of it—you «
raving.

Afr. MOORE: A motion to prohibit pro-
prietary racing has been passed by this
Houre, and there is a suspicion as to why
that has not been carried out; but I am
not talking about proprietary racing now,
but the ‘“ Golden Casket,” which is not a
right way to collect money, when you see
the enormous amount paid in by the people
and the comparatively small amount received
by the hespitals.

A GoverxMENT MEMBER: It gives a lot of
employment.

Mr. MOORE: It gives employment to a
few people, but not in a fitting way. I do
not think it gives a lot of employment,
compared with the great amount of money
put Into it, and it certainly causes unemploy-
ment. I stronglv object to the principle,
and T do not think the hospitals should be
financed in this way.

The BEcRETARY FOR Mixgs: The hospitals in
your clectorate take a good part of the fund.

Mr. MOORE: I do not think they do. I
have none in my electorats. The people in
my electorate subscribe more than these in
atty other country district.

Mr. Brexwan: That is all right—those are
the workers.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member is starting
to squib, as soon as I point out to him that he
is wrong. He says that people do not sub-
scribe, and, when I show that thev do, he
says that thev are the workers, The hon.
member thinks he may loze a few votes.
I object to the ““ Golden Casket ™ altogether,
as I do not think it iz a fitting way to finance
the hospitals, and the sooner the Government

You only want
hould stop hoise-

give it up and finance the hospitals in
another way the better it will be for the
State.

Alv. BRENXYAN (Zaowoamba) . Show us

how to finance the hospitals if we clese down
the ¢ Golden Casket.” There are other wavs
of raising money, the same as in New Zcaland
for instance. under a IHospital Act; but hon.
members  oppo-ite do not want anything
which puts a tax on thoze who are best able
to bear it. They want further to reduce the
workers’ wages and make the workers eap-
port the hospitals. The Toowoomba hespital
is a refuge for the whole of the electorate
of the hon. member for Aubigny. He savs
that his clectorate subscribes proportionately
to the number who go into that hospital.

Mr. Moore: It doce

Mr. BRENNAN: T say it does not. The
workers in the coal mines do subsecribe, as
the workers of Toowoomba do. It would be
well to compare the amount which the
workers of Toowoomba subscribe to the h
pital with the amount which comes from
cutsidess who are neot industrialists.  In
Toowecomba we used to raise £1.000 a year
for the hospital. A lot of social *“ snobs”
aredd to go round and ecolleet money, but
to-day those individuals will not collect
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moner because they are not on the commit-
tee. v will have nothing to do with the
institution because it is not a social club.
3 must have the * Golden Casket™ in
to keep the hospitals going.
COLLINS (Bowen): I cannot under-
stand the hypocrisy of the Opposition with
vil 1o gambling.  Whe leader of the
tional party said that I was oppowed to
* Uolden Casket,” and I want to define
ion. While I am opposed to gam-
connection  with  the ¢ Golden
I am opposed to gambling all
but we have gambling in scclety
and not only with regard to
= GGolden Casket,” the funds from which
to support the hospitals. We have
gambling on cur racecourses and in con-
nection with cur foodstuffs. We have gam-
bling in connection with the lives of the
people.  What about Gallipoli, which was
nothing else but a huge gamble? We were
told that by the leading authorities in con-
nection with the war. Hen. members oppo-
~ite should get away from this cant and
hypoerisy with regard to gambling. Society

my
bling in

roulrd ;
at  present,

is a huge gamble from top to bottom. I do
not believe in the ¢ Golden Casket” myself,

but I am a good soldier of this party, and
I am not going over to the other side of the
House because of it. Perhaps if I sec a more
progressive party—men with brains who are
capable of running the State—I might con-
sider my position. (Opposition laughter.)
But. in my opinion, the Opposition are not
competent to run the State, and as thev are
the backbene of the gambling system of
society. I am going to remain where I am.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: I get wires from my elec-
torate from time to time asking when
«(olden Casket” money will be forwarded
to them. They cannot wait until it is due,
but are anxious to receive it at orce. Can
hon. wembers opposite outline any other
celbeme wherchy our hospitals may be sup-
ported? Can the hon. member for Windsor
suggest any  scher whereby the General
Hewnital in Brithane may be supported ?
Brizhane is the principal offender in regard
ta the support of the hospitals. We mana
ta support two in my eclectorate. and we
nesw building a third one which the peoy
there will suppert.  The proper mcthod fo
support hespitals would be by imposing a
tax on laad values, Does the bon. genr}s nman
holieve in that? TTon. members opposite do
net cutline any scheme at all for supporting
the hoonitals. When we wore in oppesition
<omo vears ago we alwars had brains enough,
when we criticised the Government. to ontline
what we would do in the event of our getring
into power.  Ask the leader of the Opposition
ar the leader of the Natfonalist partv. in the
event of their gotting into power. what they
propase to do to raise the £300,000 now
raiend by the © Golden (asket ” for the sap-
nore of our hospitals. How are they going
to rvaise that monev? Do they proposc &
tand tax or a higher tax on the laree incomes?
Thev sre silent) No answer ! All they can
dn 3s to ceriticise.

Ay, Moow We alveads par
tn supnart the infectious disea

Towers: T told vou how the workers
mte tawards the suppori of the Dalby
fead
- COTTINS: A heitor system wonlc
to have s hospital tax based on land value

My, Vowres: No.

a land tfax
hospital.

1
¥

e
K.

Mr. Collins.]
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Mr. COLLINS : Hon. members opposite are
net 1o favour of that. T hope that this party
will evolve a scheme later on for the support
of the hospitals. and I know hon. members
oppo-ite will eppose it.  We might propose
fo put it on the land values or make the
incomes above £1,500 pay for the support of
the hospitals.  If we propose that. we shall
meet with opposition from hon. members on
the other side.

Mr. Kixg: The Jand alreads carries a tax
for infectious discases.

Mr. COLLINS: Well, what would be wrong
swith making it carry a tax for the hospitals 7

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member js not going to discuss the ques-
ficn of financing the hospitals. T have alreads
intimated that | am not going to permit it to
ussed on this vote. Hon. membors can
the administration of the “ Golden
Casket,” but ther cannot discuss the ques
tion of financing the hospitals until thev oot
to the hospitals vote. c T

Mr., COLLINS: I was connecting my
remarks with the ** Golden Casket”” by asking
where members opposite would raise the
£300,000 to support the hospitals. T sav. awar
with all this cant and hypoerisy !  If we
believe in abolshing gambling, let us do away
with gambling altogether, )

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Iear, hear !

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): With regard to
the remarks of the hon. member for Bowen as
to what we should do in regard to the

providing funds for the

* Golden Casket”
upkesp of the hospital, T can tell him that we
can find a means of raising the moner for the
hospital.  We cannot dissociate the ‘manage-
ment  altogether when we remember the
replies given by the Minister to the questions

that were asked to-day in regard to the
;' Golden Casket.”” T can tell the hon. mem-

ber for Bowen that, when another Govern-
ment is in office, within two months there will
he no ““ Golden Caskets” run for hos itals,
The necessary money to carry on the hespitals
will be ve

vved,

‘e, Corrixs: How?

. Mr. TAYLOR: I am not going to t2ll the
hon. member.  We have a statement made
that  £1,255000 has beenn raized hv  the
“Golden Casket,” and that only .£308.900
has gori» to the hespitals. .

Mr. Winstaxtey: Do vou want it all (o
go to the hospitals?

The SECRETARY FOR 2JINES :
prizes?

My TAYLOR : We will raise that £308.000
but it will not cost £1,000,000 to raise if. '
Mr. DuNaTan : You did not raise it before.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is all very well to talk
about gambling. Hon. membérs know it is
a bad thing for the community, and the hon.
member for Bowen knows it just as well as
anybody else. The sooner thaf this gambling
is cat out of the national life of Queensland
the better it will be for Queensland, the better
for the hospitals, and the better for the whole
community.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): The hon,
member who has just resumed his seat re.
ferred to the © Golden Casket,”” and said that
it ought to be cut out. The leader of the
Opposition said that the workers in his electo.
rate subscribed to the hospital. Who are the
people who use the hospitals? The people
who use the hospitals are those who subseribe
to the “ Golden Casket.” They are the

[3r. Collins.

What about the
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workers. All that money comes out of ths
pockets of the workers. Ninety per cent. of
the patients in the hospitals are workers. The
reason that they have to go into the hospitals
is because they are broken down as the result
of their work in various industries, where they
are creating wealth for the capitalist. Hom.
members opposite ave not satisfied with the
workers going into the hospitals, but they
want them to pay their own way while they
are there,
Question put and passed.

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS,
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved—
“That £42,058 be granted for the
¢ Relief of Aboriginals.” ”

I might point out that there is a decrease of
£5,420 in the vote as compared with the
amount appropriated last year. There is also a
decrecase of about £3,000 in “ Contingencies.”
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I notice that the
figures are not correct in connection with this
vote; I do not know whether i1t is intentional
or whether it is o mistake on the part of
the Government Printer or the department.
If the Minister will look up the Estimates
for last yecar, he will sce the different num-
bers of native workers who were provided
for as compared with the numbers stated in

this voin. Tor instance, take the Barambah
Settlement. It states in the HEstimates that

we have before us that there were twenty
native workers last vear and fifteen are pro-
vided for this year. If we look up last year’s
Estimates, we shall see that there were thirty-
six mative workers provided for last year.
In the case of the Pzim Island Settlement, it
states in connection with the Estimates for
this yvear that there are five native assistants
this year and there were four last year. If
we look up last vear’s Tistimates, we shall
find that the native assistants last year at
Palm Island totalled fiftcen. Then, at the
Taroom Settlement, we find in the Estimates
before us that five native assistants are pro-
vided for ihis year as compared with five
last vear; but on looking up lash year’s
Estimates, wo sce that sixteen native assist-
ants were provided for. Those figures are
most mislexding and are not correct in any
particular, and I want to know why it is so.
There is also a discrepancy in the number of
persons connected with the department. In
the Esiimates before us it says that there were
seventy-one persons provided for in 1921-22:
but, if we look at last year’s Estimates, we
shall see that for 1921-22 108 persons were
provided for.

T wish to say a few words in connection
with the Taroom settlement in my clectorate.
I would like to know whether that settle-
ment i3 self-supporting, or how it stands.
T recominended last vear that cervtain things
should be done in order to make the settle-
ment scli-supporting. so that it would not
be a buvdern upon the State and would give

better eonditions to the inmates. I would
like to see the people in the settlement geb
better foodstuffs.  Although meat 13 very
cheap st present—ridiculously so, unfor-

tunately—the natives do not get a fair meat
vation. Has there been any improvement
recently owing to the fact that cattle can be
obtained at a very low price? The natives
deserve a greater quantity of meat than
has been allotted to them during the past
sear.  Again, i1s it the intention of the
Government to go in for cotton growing on
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the setilement? The land there is suitable
for its culture.

Mr. Brexxax : That is a good idea.

Mr. MORGAN: There is no reason why
100 acres should not be planted. i

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They would not
vwant a “° ginnery.” (Laughter.)

Ar. MORGAN: It depends on whai sort
of * ginnery ” the hon. gentleman means.
There would be no scavcity of labour,
because the older people would be able to
spend part of their time picking cotton,
thus cenabling them to earn something and
make their conditions better than they are
at present. In that locality the wallaby, the
kengaroo, and the opossum are disappearing
rapidly, and the natives want some other
way of existing. I hope that the Minister
will give scrious consideration to the sugges-
tion.

Mr. PETRIE (Foombul): I am sorry that
wz have not the report of the Protector
of Aboriginals. Possibly it might have
explained . away some of the discrepancies
referred to by the hon. member for Murilla.

I see that the vote has been reduced by
£5.420. I do not know whether that is a
result of a small number of aboriginals, or
whether it is due to cutting down the cxpen-
diture and not allowing them what they
should get. I notice that the item, ¢ Blankets,
clothing, drapery,” has been cut down from
£8000 to £6,460; also the item, © Mainten-
ance and Incidentals,” at Barambah. shows
a very big decrease of over £3,000.

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES: These estimates
are not based on last year's appropriation,
but on the actual expenditure.

Mr. PETRIE: The Chief Protector has
dene good work so far as our aboriginals
are concerned. I have nothing to say against
him or any of his officers. He is a humane
man, and deserves every credit for the way
i1 which he adininisters the department. The
aboriginals are a very sensitive race. They
like to travel about, but now they are con-
fined to the settlements—which is a very good
thing. We had an instance showing what
good socialists they are. A svoung black-
fellow—I think on Mr. Donald Gunn’s station
—decided that he would make himself more
comfortable by building o hut somewhere

near a tree. He had not the hut up very
long beofore his friends came along and

slept. in it while he had to camp under the
tree. 'The suggestion has been thrown out
that our blacks in the past have not had
the protection which they had in recent
vears. We have taken their country from
them. If, vears ago, they had been belter
treated, there would not have been attributed
to them a lot of crimes which were due to
neglect and bad management. Tha sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Murilla regard-
ing cotton growing is a good one, and I
hope that some notice will be taken of it by
the Alinister.

I have bcen instructed by my medical
adviser not to speak often. There seemingly
was no necessity for the advice, because we
have not had the opportunity of speaking
frequently on account of having the * gag’”’
put on us. I am an old member, and T sit
back so as to give the young members a
chance. I think thev should have the oppo-
tunity of speaking before those who havo
teen in the House a long time.

Some Ministers seem: to think that it is
not necessary for hon. members to have the
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departmenial  reports when discussing  the

Estimates. It is very necessary, because they
ave the only means we have of gaining

information. I asked a question yesterday
arding a lot of the reports. In connection
with the Home Department, very few, if
any, of the reports have been fabled. I
hope that this reduction in the vote does
not mean that the Government are going to
wake the poor blackfellow suffer by giving
bim less food or blankets than should be
allowed him. Ther are passing out; we
have no Llacks in the metropolitan area nov,
Whercas years ago there was quite a number
of them, and they were not looked afrer op
cared for,
My, EDWARDS (Varango): I am rather
pleased that the hon. member for Murilla
has brought up the question of cultivarion
un the different aboriginal settlements,
Speaking on this question last session, I was
given a definite promise by the Home Secre-
tary that he would visit Barambah saud
go into the question of whether cultivation
could not be increased, I understand that
there i« a large avea of country there which
could be brought under cotton, now thak
there is a great demand for its cultivation
in Queensland.,  Other crops also could be
taken up. If I remember rightly, the report
last year stated the amount of produce which
. was grown at the settlement. I
[8.30 p.m.] think we should sce that culti-
) vation is extended. I notice that
there is a considerable reduction in the item
for , Maintenance and Incidentals, Baram-
bah_. It is hoped that the conditions of the
natives are not going to be interfered with.
We should increase the degree of comfort for
the natives. i
The SECRETARY For MiNes: Last year
n:oney was spent on buildings, and as much
mwoney will be spent on buildings this year.
Mr. EDWARDS: I am pleased to hear
that. T would like to ask the Minister in
charge of the Kstimates if it will be possible
for a Minister to visit Barambah during the
cominyg year?
.. The SrcreETArY ror Mixes: T will go myself
1 the hon. gentleman will promise not to
criticise me for travelling.
A, EDWARDS: I am
such a thing. I hope the
will be well looked after.

. Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): 1t is rather
interesting for one keenly interested in the
welfare of our natives to hear the criti-
cisms emanating from hon. members opposite.
The hon. member for Nanango said that the

¢

5

never guiltr of
natives’ welfare

natives’ standard should be increased, as
compared with what is disclosed by the
Istimafes last year. I have in mind some

litde time ago certain individuals approach-
ing the Premier asking him to consent to
the reduction in the standard enjoyed by the
aboriginals, Certain men employed in the
pastoral industry had been reduced in wages,
and it was asked that a proportional de-
ciease be extended to the natives also. That
would suggest that there was, and is, a
tendency in certain areas to exploit native
labour.

_ Mr. Moreax: They are employed on the
State stations.

Mr. BULCOCK: Not to a very greab
cxtent.  If the award conditions are ob-
served, it will be all right. I am not
cavilling at their conditions, provided they

Mr. Buleock.]
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‘e given humane and compassionaie treat-
ent. I object to the exploitation of natives
- a _certain class of pastoralists. I believe
that has led in a great measure to the rapid
disappearance of the aboriginals:. The abe.
igi is a link with the past, and pist
¥ In distriets whore they were well
win a few years ago they have olmost
iseppearcd.  Whether they have been com.
centrated in the settlements I do not know,
It is certainly due tc the fact that the
older hands, who did not take kindiv
settlement, owing to the conditions of livel
hood impesed upon them by the employing
classes in the bush, have decreased rap:dly.
because the standard was not equal te the
task imposed upon them. I have long con-
sidered that the time is ripe when they
should be withdrawn from the general class
of labour that they are performing at the
present time. I do not stand for the farm.
ing-out of the unfortunate young aboriginals
to stations whno exploit their labour. While
there is a keen competitive demand for the
aboriginal labourer, who is a very useful
adjunct to cattle stations, more especially
where the boundaries are not very well
defined, and in dry times and mustering
times experience gocs to show that it i«
only the young aboriginal who is wanted. As
soon as he passes his maximum sphere of
usefulness to the pastoralist, he is returned
to a settlement, and becomes a charge on the
State. I do not think that the aboriginal
should be exploited of the best he can give
in his younger years, to be passed back to
the settlement when he has passed that period
of maximum ecfficiency., The ““cut” that
was proposad to be inflicted upon the abo-

S

T

riginals amounted to about 10s. a week,
On the advent of this Government more

satisfactory conditions were introduced than
had existed in the past. The natives were a
guilcless, simple race, without any know-
ledge of combination or knowledge of any-
thing save the fact that a certain task could
Lo given to them, and the race provided an
easy fleld for exploitation. It is necessary
to afford some protection for them, and
native settlements were established, Certain
indust+ial conditions were formulated, which
the employers said the aboriginals would not
appreciate. There was no effort or tendeney
on the part of the emploving classes to give
the natives a docent “go,”’ and it was
necessary for the State to give them a decent
““go.’ 1 do mot think that the sottlements
are fulfilling a sufficient degree of useful-
nes:. I think that as many natives as may
be required should be allocated to the island=
along the coast. They could be segregated
entirely, and be removed from exploitn-
tion at the hands of the employing classes,
If the natives were segregated, and allowed
to cultivate the land on the islands, I am
of the opinion that, with the cultivation
of cotton, coffec, etc., they would become
self-supporting, more especially if the influ-
encos of the white people were removed. 1
know that in many instances the protector
and his zealous staff of officials have a good
deal of difficulty in combating the insidious
associations to which the inmatss of these
settlements are subjccted.

The public do not appreciate the wort that
the protector and his staff are performing at
the present time. If we do not take some
steps to do something for the aboriginals and
inculeate in them a proper semse of citizen-
ship, we shall be wanting in our duty. At
the present time, in spite of all the legisia-

[Mr. Bulcock,
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tion we have on this subject, in spite of
the zealous work of the protector, I do
sincercly  believe that the aboriginal, on
account of his want of knowledge of many
things, is being exploited. Thero is not very
much possibility of protecting him from that
¢xpleitation in certain directions so long as
he does not know the value of money, It
seens impossible to teach the aboriginal the
value of rmoney, and, thercfore, he must be
protecied from himzelf. The uobler plan
would be to segregate him and allow him to
produce wealth and consume it rather than
follow the present system, whereby he is
asked to work for a certain amount of money
which he never sees. It is allocated to
the general fund, and perkaps he never
obtsins the use of i1t. The aboriginals have a
ot to be thankful for so far as this Govern-
ment are concerned.  If anybody who knew
the conditions prevailing a few years ago
contrasted those conditions with the condi-
tions prevailing to-day, he could not fail but
recognise that great progress has been made,
and one would be wanting in a sense of fair-
ness if he did not appreciate what had been
done industrially and socially for the abori-
ginals by this Government. It is impossible
to protect the aboriginals so long as they
are surrounded by the ordinary influences
of civilisation, and they should be allowed
to form seftlements in their own manner,
isolated from the influences of the white race.
If that were done, the results would show
that it was justified. Some time ago in this
Chamber T raised the question of the ready
aceessibility of drugs to aboriginal labour in
the State. I had in my mind at the time
an incident that occurred on one cattle sta-
tion in North Queensland which employed
a good many aboriginals, An individual
came on to this run armed with a consider-
able amount of chlorodyne which he retailed
to the natives at a price & good deal higher
than its value. The aboriginals used this
chlorodyne for drug purposss, consuming as
much as half & bottle at a tlxéi‘& Ilt is
wacessary to protect them agsinsg themselves,
:ml I :inu p1p d that thenC‘mef Protector
Gid rocognise the validity of the claim that
I and other hon. members advanced on that
occagion and took steps to tighten up the
regulations, so that to-day it is ?ractmal!y
impossible for people to cxploit the abori-
ginal so far as selling him supplies at an
extortionate rate is concorned.  If it were
not for the action of the Government in
protecting the aboriginal, and in tf},nd’:ng
hetween him and the ruthless exr}lo;tﬂ_txo‘n
v & certain section of the pastoraliste it is
just to assume that there would be no restric-
tions in regard to the emploving of abori-
ginals, which would undoubtedly result to
their detriment.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 am sorry to
say that I cannot altngother agree with vihat
the hon. member for Tonmbul has said. Just
before this House met this seseion I had the
opportunity of paying a visit to the Bamr‘m
bah Settlement, and I cannot sav that the
Chief Protector has been doing all that the
(Governmoent expect he should do. I do not
know the Chief Protector. and therefore T
am perfectly frec to express an opinion. 1
say that Barambah at the present time is not
a standine monument to this Government or
tn the Chief Protector, and the sooner the
{'hief Protector realises that ho cannot carry
out an unbiassed inspection unless he goes
therc without sending a notice ahead of him
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+the better.
will never get results.
that, if those in cha

It stands to reasen
rge of a settlement know
that the Protector is coming to see them,
they will have a clean up. When 1 viewed
Barambah the other day the conditions were
totally different from what they were befors
I got there. Without being unduly severe
on the Chief Protector, I think they cught to
produce still better results. 1 am sure that
if he realises the res p(:hslblllt!(‘s of his posi-
tion—which he does—he will not resent fair
eriticism  in this House., There is still a
Jot to be done at Barambsh, He knows that,
if he knows his work. But there is one thm
that appeals to me move than any other. Ttis
this: Hvery morning in the year some 200 able-
bodied men leave Barambah headquarters to
g6 to worlk, and they do not produce encugh
vegetables to feed themselves. Thore are no
fowls on the settlement unless they are the
private property of the storekeeper. There

are some eight pigs in the distriet, and only

ifficient cows to produce the milk required
for the people who are sic tell you candidly
that they are not producing the results that
a settlement like that ought to produce. 1
could tell the Chief Protector what is wrong,
but it is his duty to find out. I hepe he will
get busy on Barambah and make some im-
provement. There is a lot of room for
mmprovement. I have just learned that
relatively there is the same number of blacks

at Palm Island. There are 700 at one phcg
and 600 at the other. If that is so, the results
; Palm Island are infinitely superior to the
rosults at Barambah. I cannot sce why they
zhould be, because the land ot Barambah is
suitable for many things, '»shilo the land at
Palm Island is alzo suitable for many things.
If Palm Island can put up such a good
showing there after a few vears, then Baram-
Hah stands twice condemned. .

I want particulariy to direct the attention
of this House to the treatment metad out to
the black glns in these settlements. It is a
scandalous thing fo think that uader any
Government 1t is possible for these girls to

e the prev of the human eclement Dutside
who live on ihe blavk girls «t they can. 1t
is the fact that tl girls living on the
settlement ave mo «tlv pure gwls for the

plack girls’ standard of honour is very high,

sut once they lcave the settlements num-
hers of these s come back bearing a
half-caite 1lloglr mate child, This country

is responsible for that. We have tuken the
country from these people and their parents,
and if we allow that sort of thing to go en,
we are morally responsible, and we Bave 2
right to stop it. Unfoltvmatcly, the child is
ubjo\t to all the evils of both races. It was
my misfortune to have to spend last Monday
in the Supreme Cunrt at Marryborough and
see that poor, unfortunate bla k boy who was
tried for murder. I sat in the court and
listened to the evidence brought out, and
one witness on oath stated that this boy was
treated exactly the same as any white boy
was treated. e also said that the standard
of intelligence of the black boy was equal to
the standard of intellizence of a white boy.
Anybod_v who knows anything about blacks
knows that that is not possible. 1 sat there
and m‘npme 1 him with my own boy of about
nqual age—thirteen and a-half yesrs-—and I
could not for the life of e coneeive how it
was humanly possible for that boy to be as
responsible as my child, considering that my
lad had been SHb_]CCt to parental control and
1ad the influence of his parents all his life,

[30 AvcusT.] S

Under the present conditions he while

1039

this unfortunate little black was
* chucked” out into the world. I am nct offer-
ing any criticism on the poor, unfortunate soul
whp was the victim of that murder. Ishould be
a doubli-dyed coward if I were not game to
conuonm a system which produces a murderer
in the shape of a black boy thirtecn and a-half
vears of age. The evidence was directed
o show that this boy had received the same
oppoitunitics and treatment as a white boy;
but when the witness was asked more press-
ing ques stions, he said, “ Yes, he did get some
sals outside—he had two on the
and one in the kitcher.” Doss
that sort of treatment develop the baser
instinets of the child? - We know that there
i3 ingrained in a black boy the baser side of

Q
£
I

the human makeup. The instinct of the black
boy from boyhood is to kill something, even
if 1t is only a bird. They will kill for
food. Il he had used tho whip on the
woman when he was protecting himself
the result would have been different; but he
used the wrong weapon—he used an axe.
We are momll

responsible for that boy
through the irrespon:ible system which we
have in foren. I am not directing my
remarks to the Chief Protector; I am con-
cerned with the district p;otecmr I believe
—although I may be w rong—that the present
er c*ompﬂlq the police to koep in touch

)}‘ th a boy like this when he is hired out.
The pol in that district neglected their

T ~p: ibility when they did not see that the
boy was properly housed and fed, and there-
fore they are rnmally I‘GapOﬂs}blG for the fact
that that bov is a marderer. How can we
produce anrthing but waurderers under this
w»’com 7 I we put one of cur own boys in
the same position and he had to have his
meals on the hnlxatanm IL« a dog, would he
not develop like « deg? There 1s a certain
aznect of the ¢ vhich is sub judice, and
which I therefore ¢innos touch—that is, the
question of whether he will bs handed over

-3

to tne Protector of State Children or not.
oy :

The fart remains that we could have pre-
served that lad if he had been properlv

looked after b:
protect hix
state the
Zdondsy s

the people who are paid to
I thedght it was my »dut tc
rience 1 passed through on
It was another illustration to
of what we might expect from our boys

ey were trained under the same .
I tx Lst that the Chief Protector is taking
notize of my remarks. and that he will take
them in the spiric in which they are given,
and as coming from ouce who desires to see
the best thing done to these boys and te tho
girls by the community.

Question put and possed.

1

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND GRANTS.
Tha “’“‘RPT ARY FOR MINEKES (Hon. A.
Jonrg, Paddington): 1 beg to move—
o iuat £90,340 be granted for ‘ Charit-
able Institutions and Grants’ ”
would point out that there i
e appropriation for last year
Mr. MORGAN (Blurilia):

S~

et

a decrease on
F £3,449,
T would like to

mention that, when coming down to the
v : 7 ¢

tlouse to-day, I saw for the first time in my
experience in Queensland a poor, unfortunate

individual sitting in front of the Town Hall
on a steol and holdmg two boxes of matches
in his hand, with ¢ placard in front of him
bearing the word « Invalld.’ I have always
told pebple {rom the South who come here
that that is a thing we know nething of in
the streeis of Brisbaue, and ﬂ}a’u it is not

Mr. Morgan.]
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necessary for our blind or disabled pcople to
appeal for assistance in that way. I think
that something should be done for this unfoxr-
tunate individual. The Government zhould
make some inguiry into the matter, and see
that the man is not allowed to remain in
that position. There is no mnecessity for a
man to dizplay his infirmity in the main
street of the city and sell matches in order
to obtain the necessaries of life.

The Srerersry ToR MINes: There is more
of that in the Southern States.

Mr. MORGANXN: This is the fivst time I
have seen such a case during the fourteen
vears { have been coming to Brisbane, and
I hope that it will not occur again. It is
not creditable to the State that a poerson
should be compelled to sit in the street like
this individual.

Mr. FORDE {(foelhampton): 1 agree with
the hoi. member who has just resumed his
seat, [t is not nice to see people in that
condition about the streeti, 1 was very much
impressed by a visit which I made to the
Blind, Deaf and Dumb Institution lately to
sco how kindly the inmates there arc treated.
I took a visttor from England to see the
institution, and the superin tendent went to
4 great deal of trouble to explain ever
thing that was being done. = There are
sixty-seven children and ninetv-seven aduits
in the institution, and thcy are all made
very comfortable. Many of them are blind—
some partially blind, some totally blind—
others deaf and dumb’; but they arc all quite
happy carrying on useh\l occupations. It was
a revelation to see how cxpert they were
at the various trades in which they were
engaged, was pleased to learn from the
superintendent that they got a revenue from
the institution amounting to £17,211 per
annum. Of course, the expenditure is
£20,432, but through the sale of articles
manufactured by the inmates of the institu-
tion the revenue amounted to, approximately,
£17.211 annpually. I do not think that such
an mstltutlon is expected io pay. It must
be very pleasing to the department and to
the Jmeo‘“ to know that good work is being
done in teaching the blind to read by the
Braille system, and that the deaf and dumb
are heing educated as well as ib is possible to

educate them. Others are taught various
trades, and so occupy their minds.
I might also refer to another institution

which I visited six or eight months ago in
company with the Home Sceretary. I Trefer
to the Westwood Sanatorium, which ias
established by the Tabour Government in
Central Queensland at a cost of £26,000 for
the parpose of caring for the miners from
Mount \lorgdn and other places who are
stricken  with  that fell disease—mincrs
phthisis. It is an exesllent institution for
thesn unfortuvate peeple, who get the best
sursing care and the best skilled medical
ttontlon it is a credit to the Goverument.

understand that in June, 1922, there weve
five patients, as agdm%t thirty-two
twelve months 1go, and the number was
increasing. I would like to sec the institu-
tion more fully occupied, and hope the
department will send a greater number of
patient« there, because there are hundreds
in necd of its cave.

Mr. S10PFORD: I hope that there will he
no more miners who find it necessary to go
thevre.

Mr, I")RDT That is all right. We would
all like it if 1o more miners suffered frony
miners’ phthisis, but we would not like to

[Mr. Morgan.
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s#¢ those who suffer from the dizease lefi
uncared for. 1t would be a good thing if
we could wipe the disease out altogethor
but, unfortu'mtelv while men work in mines
and under the conditions they do at present,
there will always be patients sulfering from
miners’ phthisis. It is, therefore, a credit
to the Government that we have such an
institution as the Westwood Sanatorium,
where the men get proper nursing care aud
proper medical attention.  That institution
is looked after by a very cfficient staff, and
the Home Sccretary was much impressed
with the good work done by the matron,
sliters, and nursing statf, and with the care
taken of the patients by the medical superin-
roudonf who vigits the institution every week
and takes a ve great personal interest in
his patients, Tt is a credit to the Government
that that institution was established. Before
the Government took notice of these things,
miners  suffering  from this discase were
sllowed to die without proper medical atten-
fmn Several of the men recovered their
health after being in the institution from
eighteen months to two ye Heveral were
<omplo1,e]y cured in that time, zmd some in
less tirae than that. One man who visited
half a dozen sanatoria in other parts of the
world could not get cured until he visited
the Westwood Sanatoriumn, and was com-
pletely  cured and cnabled to follow his
occupation on a station in the west of
Qucensland. One thing that struck me whilst

was at Westwood Sanatorium was the
580 acres of land which surround the institu-
tion. It is infested with prickly-pear. I
asked the Home Secretary to make a special
offort to have the prickly-pear cleared, or to
make some arrangement with the surrcund-
ing settlers to get a lecase of the land on
condition that they clear the pear. I see
that provision is made on the Iistimates for
an expenditure of £500 for the purpose of
clearing prickly-pear. I understand that a
few years ago £700 was spent in clearing
pear round the institution. The pear has
grown, until mow 1t is as bad as, if not
worse than it was at that time. The depart-
ment mlght consider the advisability of
catting up the 580 acres into small arcas
and glving some of the people in the dis-

trict, or some of the ex-patients, leases for
the purpose of growing cotion. The land

is suitable for that purpose. If a lease for
a period of years were given to some of’
the people, T have no doubt that they would
plant & cotton crop. If they planted 30

acres of cotton and got £600 or £800,
would it not be better for the Govern-
ment? Those men would be producing some-

thing, they would be bringing moncy to
Central Queensland, and the land would be
batter utilised, At present it does not serve

any more useful purpose than the b1ow,,mg
of a fow head of cattle. Some man who 13
supplying milk to the institution has an
arvangement wherehy ]*m cattle are allowed
to run on the land. It does not seem to be
anvone’s duty to clear the land of pear.
There is in this vote a grant of £600 to
the Rockhampton Benevolent Asylum. I am
very pleased that, as a result of representa-
tions made on many occasions by the hon.
member for Fitzroy and myself, the Flome
Secretary  granted an additional £100
towards the upkeep of that institution. It is
doing good work, containing, '1pp1o\1matnlx
cighty patients. Tt is controlled by an enthit
siastic committec of ladies, who give up a.
lot of their time to care for the poorer people
in the community—many of whom are fit
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subjects for Dunwich, but prefer to be looked
after in their own town. A number of
them are natives of Rockbhampton, and do
not want to leave Rockhampton; and I am
pleased that there is such an institution in
which they may be housed and have some
degree of home life meted out to them. The
hon. member for Fitzroy and I would like
the Home Sceretary to increase that grant
still further, if he can. We recognise that
the Government have been generons towards
benevolent institutions.  One has only to
look at the records to find that the Govern-
ment have treated - such institutions much
more generously than the previous Govern-
ment did. I have a comparative table of
expenditure on benevelent  institutions—in-
cluding hospitals for the insane, ‘ Relief of
Aboriginals,” and so on, and I {ind that in
the last theee years of the Denham Govern-
ment the expenditure was—

£
1912-13 350,057
1913-14 367,817
1914-15 410.124

making a total of £1,107,998. Taking three
years under the present Government up to
the year 1920-21, the expenditure has been—

£
1918-19 670,018
1919-20 784,670
1920-21 923,796
making a total of £2738,384, as against

£1,107,998 in the last thrce years of the
Denham Government’s regime. That shows
that this Government has always been more
generous 1In its treatment of benevolent
institutions than the previous Government.
The annual expenditure for charitable pur-
poses by the present Administration is 74
per cent. in excess of the average expendi-
ture of the last three years of the previous
Administration. The Government is a
humanitarian one, caring for the sick and
needy in the community. It is the sympa-
thetic ear of the Home Secretary which
listens when we go to him with requests on
behalf of those people. It is with a view
to impressing upon the Government the
necessity  for continuing  their generosity
towards the poor and helpless in the com-
munity that I offer these few words of
advice,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A,

J. Jones, Paddington): The hon. member
for Rockhampton has referred to the prickly-
pear near the Westwood Sanatorium. On
one occasion that reserve was perfectly clear
of pear. Ounce land is cleared of pear another
crop must be substituted, or close attention
given to it to keep it clear. TUnfortunately,
that Jand has become somewhat pear infested
again. No doubt, if it was plac:d under
cotton cultivation, the position would be much
better. I would like to inform the hon.
member for Murilla that the Chief Protector
of Aboriginals has informed me that stops
have heen taken in conunection with cotton
cultivation at Barambah and Taroom. The
prosperity and the greatness of a country is
grauged by the number of inmates in such
institutions as Dunwich, the Blind. Deaf and
Dumb Institution, and the Westwood institu-
tion. ete. The number of inmates in these
tutions has decreased rather than in-
creased whon compared with the present
population. The hon. member for Rock-
hampton has culogised the Government and
its Mome Secretary for the consideration the
Minister has shown for institutions in the

i922—38 T
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Central districts. I am sorry that the Home
Recretary is not here to receive those con-
vratulations and commendations. The Home
Secretary is a man who has the courage of
his conviclions, who can be firm, and stand
right because it is right; but no hon. gentle-
man in this House has a bigger or warmer
heart when it comes to administering for the
sick and needy who have to enter these
Institutions,

3y, VOWLES (Dalby): I was rather inter-
ested to sce that the hon. member for Rock-
hampton took a kindly interest in the affairs
of the Normanby eclectorate. I understand
that the Westwood Sanatorium is situated in
that clectorate.

Mr. Forpz: I take a keen intercit in the
whole of Queensland.

Mr. BesiNcrox: Why does not the hon.
member stick to his own clectorate?

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. member for Rock-
hampton has suggested what should be done
in regard to pear land surrounding the
sanatorium. One would imagine that nothing
has been done at all. The Estimates will show
that last ycar £500 was allocated for that
purpose, and this year £500 is allocated for
the same purpose. I do not know what is the
idra of the hon. member’s suggestion when
the department has flready taken steps to
deal with the matter. .

Mr. Fomrpr: The place is infested with
pear, and T want it cleared so that it can
be put to a useful purpose.

Mr. VOWLES: Leave that to the hon.
member for Normanby. (Interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope hon.
mermbers will obey my call to order and
allow the leader of the Opposition to continue
his speech.

Mr. VOWLES: The one thing that hon.
members object to i outside members coming-
to their electorates and then telling them
how things should be done. The hon. mem-
her for Normanby is here to speak for him-
self on that matter. DBecause the homn.
member for Rockhampton makes a casual
visit to a public institution, he poses as an
authority and direcis the Government as
ts what they should do. I would like to
point out that there seems to be a disparity
in the paymenis to the different nurses for
similar work in different distriets. If you
take the Jubilee Sanatorium at Dalby, vou
will find that the sister there veceives £110
and the nurses £78. If you go to Westwood
the sister recoives £120 and the nurses
roceive £83. Then if you take the Dunwich
Benevolent Asylum, you will find the nurses
receive £135. and so on. The comparison
is all against the remuneration paid to those
looking after the sanatorium in my elec-
torate, and I think T have a grievance there.

Jlon. W. Foraax Syrra: Ther ave all
uider awa The Arbitration Court creates
different districts,

Mr. VOWLIES: Then the bhasis Is wrong.
Then. again, there are twenty-three on the
staff at the Jubilce Sanatorium and there arc
only scventren at Westwood. I understand
that, according to the proportion of patients,
they are up to their full complement at Dalby.

The Secrrvsry ror Mixks: The length of
service fixes the salary.

Mr. VOWLES : Last year £3,400 was voted
for the Jubilee Sanatorium, and this year
only £2,400 is asked for for a staff of twenty-
three, while at Westwood £3,250 is required
for a staff of seventeen.

Mr. Vowles.]
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The Secrrtauy vor Mixes:; The answer to that land. bat I do not believe that a penny
that s that the estimate is based, not w0 of that amouut hex been spent. I hope that
wuch on the appropriation last year, as on  the Minister will realize the menace which
the actual expenditure. the pear s b'x”ommw at  the Woestwwood

My, VOWLES : Why should if be necessary
i vere £3.280 for the mainterance of o staft
of soventeen and only £2,400 for a staff of
twenty-three at Dalby? The figures secem to
by wrong.

My, Hant
Westwood.

Mr. VOWLES: That is the
T am asking for.

Mr. STOPFORD:

iz extending at

The work

information

Westwood Sanatmium iz
taking a Tot of patients who would ot
have ne to D‘\lbj‘:

Mr. VOWELES: I know that is so. That
i~ what it was established for, and it was
built in the vicinity of the place where the
patients come from. If there are not so
many p'lti(‘nts at Dalby, wher: a staff of
twenty-three is required, as there are at Weost-
wood, where there is a staff of seventeen, then
the thlno s2ems out of propovtion. I am only
seeking Information.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Iion. A.
J. Jones, Paddingion): The expenditure at
the Jubilee Sanatorium for the ycar 1919-20
was £3,6058 9s. 94., and for last year it was
£2.383 12s. 9d. There was a decrease of
£1.274 17s,, due to the difference in the
prices of butter., chesse, groceries, and other
commodities.  Ax I have said, this year’s
cstimate s not based on the amount appro-
priated last year, but on the amount actually
cxpended.

3. Vowres: But does not the same thing
applv fo Westwood ?

The SECRETARY

lerw l§ ‘

FOR MINES: There

was an increase last vear at Westwood on
the expenditure of the previons year. Tt is
wil due to the cost of the articles purchu*i‘d.

Mr, Vowieg: But 1‘ it is falling in Dalby,
i+ should be falling in Westwood.

My, PETERSON (Fermanby): 1 have no
objection to the hon. member for Rock-
hampton taking an interest in the institution
in my electorate, and the electors of Central
Queensland have a right to be thenkful to
othoer C’omml member. for the intercst they
have taler

Hon. ‘,‘(. Foreaxy Sure: It is a State
institution. .
Hr. PETERSON: There are -electors

from all parts of

Queensland in that institu-
tion, and every

hon. member should take
an inferest, not only in that institution, bub
in all other institutions. As far as the
insinuations that I have not looked after
the interests of the sanatorium are con-
corned, I refer hon. mombers to the secre-
tary of the institution in confirmation of the
fact that I was recently forwarded a testi-
monial expressing thanks for the interest
1 had taken on behalf of the inmates of the
institution—a memento which I shall always
cherish.  The hon, member for Rockhamp-
ton himself knows that no part of my elec-
torate has been neglected sincs I have been
in this House, Tt is time s(,methmg was
done with regard to the pear on the sana-
torium reserve. I have already moved in
the direction of aqkim,r the Fom@ Secretary
to divide the avea into sections, leaving the
institulion with a sm‘xh piece of ground,
and letting the other part under prickly-pear
cleaving tenure. The sum of £500 was voted
for the clearing of the pear on

[Ar. Vowles.

Sanatoriam,
The SuCRETARY FOR “\Il\r\:
Onee,

We cleared it

”E”'Fh\‘()\f Yer o vou gave it to a
novent free on condition that ho kept

It would eost £1,000 to clear the
to-day. Would it not be hetter to
a small area for the institution, and

give the use of the other portion to sameone
who \nl agree to keep it clear of pear? I
would like to know whether tae sum of £500
pur on the KEstimates lest vear has been
spent. or whether it has been merolv carried
imv, ard to this year. If it is not spant soon,
it will cost ten times that to
cleay the pear.

Mr. HARTLEY (F it:roy) : 1 would like to
add a word of p1a1 to the matron and
nursing staff at the Westwood Sanatorium
for the way that institution has been con-

more than

ducted, and I am glad to sec the aitention
paid io sufferers from miners’ phthisis in

the vicinity of the sanatorium, and also in
other parts of the State.

There is onc item which seems to give much
concern and that is the amount of prickly-
pear on the reserve at the sanatorium. 'The
pear thers is not so bad. It should be attended
to, and the hest wav ‘m attend to it is to
have & man put on to clear it now and again.
I do not agrec with the suggestion that the
odd man thdld do it. You are trying to
get the engine-driver to look after the bmler
lnok after the laundry department, and clear
the pear in his spare time; but that will not
leave him much spare time to look after the
Ongino. You will have to have a man for
that work. I hope the Minister will not be
ted into any cranky ideas about the distribu-
tion of the Coohmeal in We had the hon.
wember for Warwick this afternoon advocat-
ing that the Commonwealth Burcau Depart-
ne'nt of Scionce and Industry which is trying
to emdmdtv the pear should make exchanges
of the cochineal insect throughout the district.
I hopo the Home ‘wmetarv will not make a
ko like that in the Contral District.

JiAT \O\VLEQ: Why?

Blr. HARQTLEY : Because you canust brand
or mlm‘u" a cochineal insect, (Laughter.}
They can casily get through a barled-wire
fence, and they cun also get through netting,
and once thev got away “look at the trouble
the dz‘paxtmonf It have to get thém back
and identify them. (Laughter.) They would
get amongst the pear in the Gogango Range,
hore the pear 1s so thick thab you cannot
hear a dog bark. If he does bark, he chokes
because it goes back down his throat. In
places where the cochineal insccet is bred
they collect 1
ves on \\hwh ther live. Now.
what a job that would be if these
got away among the fastnesses of the p

them by seraning them from the
just fancy

chaps”’

pear patches  of  the h()xra HEO R
h.ngmo the job of the deparviinental mus-
nt to yard them up. Hm pear there
ge, with leaves about a fos: in

and thor

5 anvthing from 4 to 5

1 long and half an inch apart. Fancy
try ving to muster off these nimble little

1aps” at the rate of 5000 to the ineh
from a leaf like that! T think the Minister
W 111 apnmcuh the unwisdom of letting looss
these insects in the wayv that has boen
,uggested.
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At 10.30 pom.,

The CHAIRMAN sald: Under the pro-
wvisions of Standing Order No. 307, I will now
leave the chair and make my report to the
House. :

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN repor

The resumpsion of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

MORNING SITTINGS.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. (. Theodore,
C'hillagoe): 1 beg to move—

*“ That during the remainder of this
session, unless otherwise ordered, the
House will meet for the despatch of
business at 10.30 o’clock a.m. on each
sitting day at present appointed, and that
on any of those days Supply (including
any Resolution thereof for the ensuing
year) may be taken both frem 11 o’clock
a.m. to 4.30 o’clock p.m., and from 4.30
o’clock p.m. to 10.30 o’clock p.m.; each
of those periods shall be accounted allotted
days under the provisions of Standing
Order No. 307, and all other provisions of
that Standing Order shall apply: Pro-
vided that at 4.30 o’clock p.m. the pro-
ceedings shall be interrupted for the pur-
pose only of dealing with formal business,
for asking and answering questions, and
for giving notices of motion.”

The idea is to allow the double days for
Supply. This is the third day’s consideration
of Supply, and we have fourteen more days
for the consideration of Estimabes and the
reception of the Resolutions. There is still
a large volume business to go through this
session. A number of Bills were outhned in
the Governor’s Spesch at the commencement
of the session. .

Mr. Morean: You are going to drop a
lot of them.

The PREMIER : It is not the intention of
the Government to drop any of those
measures. There is quite s formidable list
of Bills on the business-paper, and I ask hon.
members to agres to this motion to enable
us to get through the business which we think
we should get through this session.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): In the early part
of the session, when we decided to sit on
Fridays, I applied to the Premier tc meeb
on that day at 2 o’clock, and finish at 6
o’clock, to enable hon. members to catch
their trains and get tc their homes, We
were told that it would cause great incon-
venience—that 1t would not suit Ministers—
they would not be able to attend to their
ordinary functions in their offices if that
concession—which was acceptable fo both
sides—were granted to hon, members. Not-
withstanding that they are short-handed, for
some reason of their own the Government
have decided that for the future we are to
sit every morning so long as the Hstimabes
are being discussed. Why this indecent
haste? Does the hon. gentleman realise
that, under this proposal, we are going to
be deprived of two days? Hall-past 10
o’clock is to be the formal hour of meeting;
but we shall actually meet at 11 o’clock.
We shall sit from 11 till 1 and from 2 %ill
half-past 4—that will be regarded as one
day—a total of four and a-haif hours instead
of six hours, as at present.

The Preuisn: It is the same for members
on this side.

Mr., VOWLES: That is not the point.
When we started the session our Standing

ted progress.

{30 Avcusy.]
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Orders were revised to deal with the altered
conditions. The debate on the Address in
Reply was limited to four days. Under the
old Btanding Orders every hon. member had
the right to speak for si minutes on the
Address i1 Reply. We were deprived of that
vight, and it will be seen from * Hansard ”’
that the Premier told wus, ** You will have
the opportunity of speaking when the Finan-
cial Statement comes forward., Every man
will have the right to express his opinion.”
When the Financial Statement cames forward
some of us were deprived of the right of
speaking.

The Preuien: You wasted a day on the
want of confidence motion. .

Mr. VOWLES: Tt is not a ¢
what we wasted, An offer was made in this
House and accepted by us.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not dealing with the motion.

Mr. VOWLER: I am giving reasons why
we should not sit—because we are being
deprived of our proper time. i

The Prumizr: Vou will have
opportunity on the Resolutions.

Mr. VOWLES: There are already suffi-
cient matters outstanding to take up the
whole of the time allotted to Resolutions.

Mr. Pragp: The Premier gave you infor-
mation, and you did not like it.

Mr. VOWLES: All we want is the truth.
If every Minister would give the same
amourt of information as is given by the
Becretary for Mines, there would be less
trouble n this House. That Minister .gives
us all the details on every occasion—and
he is the only Minister who does so. He is
too honest; he does not understand his
surroundings. When we were deprived of
our right of speech on the Financial State-
ment we were told that the opportunity
would arise when the Hstimates were being
discussed. That would be all right if the
time allotted were spread over the whole of
the Wstimates. Bub those who know the
game from past experience know that there
are pany Hstimates which are worthy of
discussion, and which we desire to discuss,
which will never come before the Com.
mittee. It will be the policy of the Govern-
ment to stonewall, to put up speakers as
they have done in the past, in order that
those departments in respect of which we
want information shall not be reviewed. In
the face of that, can we consent to two davs
being taken from hon. members who, 1n
some instances, have not in this Parliament
kad an opportunity of expressing  their
opinions on certain subjects? It is unreason-
able for the Premier to ask it. The hon.
gentleman has told us that all the legislation
which has been forecast is going to be
placed on the statute-book. The whole of
the sessional programme can be placed on
the statute-book graduslly. It can be dome
after half-past 10. There is no need to rush
the Hstimates through like this. The Pre-
mier is anxions to geb this House off his
?a,.nda. Pi‘_obabiy, after the caucus meeting
this morning there will be a rush for
electorates. We will find that a surprise will
be sprung vpon the country.

“The Premizr: Who tells the hon. gentle-
man these caucus secrefs?

JAr. VOWLES: We have not got any
dictaphone or secret stenographers, buy the
information leaks out just the same, Judg-
ing by the levity with which the Premier

Mr. Vowles.i

further
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receives our objection to these proposals,
one would think that the Opposition had no
rights at all, and that we had simply to
consent to whatever suited the Government’s
programme. That is not the spirit in which
an  Opposition fakes that sort of thing.
We are going to stand up for our rights.
If the Premier is determined to see this
matter through, then we can only oppose
the motion as far as we are permitted. I
would not be doing my duty to this Opposi-
tion, and future Oppositions, if I did not
stand up and protest, No person was more
earnest in his endeavours to preserve the
rights of the Opposition than the Premier and
his predecessor when they were in opposition.
They spoke at great length, and made guota-
tions to show what had been done on former
occasions. The hon. gentleman always took
the stand that the Opposition could not con-
sent to an arrangement of this kind, because
it would be setting a precedent to future
Oppositions and parliamentarians. I am not
going to take this maitter lying down. I
intend to divide the House on the question,
in order to have placed on the records our
objection to the Premier’s desire.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): We sat an
extra day every week at the commencement
of the session in order that the Dbusiness
might be facilitated and carried through.
We have been. in session eight weeks, and
now an attempt is being made to foist on
the Opposition a curtailment of their rights.
A similar motion was moved on 14th October
lagt vear, and various excuses were given
at the time. Last year we were told that
it was because the Opposition would nob
grant a ‘“pair.” That cannot be urged
on this occasion, because hon. members have
the right to vote by proxy. It was also
stated that there was a Premiers’ Conference
in Melbourne. I think I am right in say-
ing that there is to be a Premiers’ Con-
ference at the end of Septembeér ‘or the
beginning of October.

The Premier: I have not heard of it.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is rather remarkable
that all the Premiers’ Conferences are

arranged in Melbourne about the time of
the Melbourne Cup.

The PremiER: Those conferences
called by the Nationalist Prime Minister,

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope that the Premier
will derive some benefit from his attendance
at those conferences. i
members’ day was cub out, as it has been
this year. The Financial Statement was
“ gagged ’ last vear in the same manner as
it was ¢ gagged” this year.

The Premier: The leader of the Opposi-
tion must have been wrong when he said this

are

year that it was unprecedented to ‘“gag”’
the Financial Statement?
Mr. TAYLOR : He made a mistake. The

Financial Statement was “ gagged” Jlast
year in a similar way to what it was this
year, and hon. members sitting on this side
of the House were not given a reasonable
opportunity to discuss that statement.

The Prenmier: All Oppositions are fractious.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a good thing the
Premier did not say that the Opposition
were fractured, because we are not, (Laugh-
ter.} We are here seriously to endeavour to
carry on the business of the counfry and to
criticise where we think criticism is neces-
sary, and certainly, if ever there was a time
when criticism was necessary on the financial
transactions of the Government and on their

{Mr, Vowles,
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transactions generally, I say that time is the
present, and I support the leader of the
Opposition in his objection to the proposal
put before us to-night to curtail by two days
the debate on the Estimates. Further, ¥
do not think the double shift is necessary.
There is quite sufficient time for us to get
through the whole of the business which the
Government have on their sessional pro-
gramme in the way we have been going for
the last two months without inflicting this
double shift on us.

The Premizr: Did I understand the hon.
member to say that the Financial Statement
was ‘‘ gagged” last year?

Mr. TAYLOR: Ves.

The Premizr: The hon. member is wrong.
It was not “ gagged’ last year.

Mr. TAYLOR: No one knows better than
hon. members opposite that morning sittings
are the most ragged sittings of Parliament.
VYou get seven or eight members in the
Chamber. The rest are within the precincts
of the House certainly, but there is nothing
more wearisome or discouraging to hon.
members attempting to criticise the finances
of the Government than all-day sittings,
which are absolutely unnecessary. If it is
necessary to get through the whole of the
programme which the Government have out-
lined, we are prepared to sit till Christmas
so that the business may be carried out in
a satisfactory way.

Mr. SIZER (Nundeh): Seeing that we are
to lose two days on the Estimates by accept-
ing the Government’s proposal, it would
only be fair if the Premier were to . agree
to suspend the Standing Order providing for
seventeen days’ discussion on the Hstimates
and increase the number of days to twenty.
That would give us the same opportunity
to discuss the Estimates that we ‘had in
previous years,

Hon. -W. Forean SuitH: The House of
Commons only take four days to get through
their Estimates,

My, SIZER: If the hon. member would be
prepared to accept the practice of the House
of Commons in all things, what a wonderful
change we would see in this Chamber! If
we were cntitled to seventeen days on the
Estimates when we had two Chambers, surely
we should be entitled to more consideration
now that we have a one-Chamber Parlia-
ment? I suggest that the Premier should
agree to suspend the Standing Orders and
allow us twenty days to discuss the Hsti-
mates,

Mr. MORGAN (Mwrille): Independent of
the fact that we shall be deprived of two
days, I object to being obliged to meet at
such an early hour each day. I feel that
since the Council has been abolished the
people expect the legislation which is placed
before the Chamber shall receive full con-
sideration, not only in the House, but also
when members are not engaged in the Cham-
ber. Ministers can rely on their officials to-
get any information they want, but Opposi-
tion members are in a different position, and
have to procure the information they wanst
off their own bat. It is unfair to have to
take the second reading of a Bill at 11 o’clock
in the morning after it passed the frst
reading stage late the previous night. Oppo-
sition members have a right to more con-
sideration than members on the Government
side, as Government members have not the
same necessity as Opposition members to
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study measures which come before the House.
‘When I sat on the opposite side it was not
looked upon as being the duty of meinbers
behind the Government to criticise measures.
Opposition members have the responsibility
of studying Bills with a view to improving
them.

The Prevmier: We will
that responsibility.

My. MORGAN : The Premier would relieve
us from that responsibility. but it is our duty
not to accept any consideration of that sort.
If the Government were different to what
they are, we could look at the matter from
a different point of view., The Premier is
anxious to get into recess, and no doubt
recognises that the longer the House sits the
greater will be the danger of some of his
supporters breaking away from the party.
{Government la«whtm ) I hope that we shall
be able to prevent the burden of sitting two
days in onc being placed upon us.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimbu): There
is another phase of the question which has
not been touched upon—that is, the question
so far as it relates to the officers of the
Fouse. It scems unfair that the officers of
the House should be on duty so long.

The PREMIER: It was an ecight-liour day,
and now it is a twelve-hour day.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: People think that
the work of the officers ceases when the
House finishes; but that is not the case.
The Premier knows that quite well. Hon,
members have pointed out that full con-
sideration cannot be given to Bills, because
the Premier says that the Government pur-
pose putting th(n‘ whole programme through.
What pessible chance -will there be for us
to do justica to Bills introduced into this
House when we have to deal swith the
second reading and Committee stages at one
sitting, and in a way that is not in the
interests of the country? I want to remind
you, Mr. Speaker. thar at one time ther
was a revising Chamber. We had an Upper
House which reetified some of the mistakes
which were made in this Chamber. No one
would be foolish encugh to say that some
of the Bills pessed here did not require
amendment, Whether we like it or not,

Mr. Speaker, the Premier is
[11 p.m.] desperately in earnest, and wants
to get into recess. Whether he
kills you or the Chairman of Committees in

relieve you from

the attempt or not dees not matter. You
understand what it means. You have to
sit there listening to the debates. You know

that when men are taxed physically, as a
result of a long sitting, th(y are apt o lose
their tempers, and there may be some neces-
sity to get more proxy votes. That will not

be in the best interests of the State, It
may eoven be the Promier himself, as the
result of trying to do too much. (Laughter.)
The Premier: Far better to do too much
than too many. (Laughter.)
Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Premier
knows all about it when he throws an

insinuation like that across the chair.
The PREMIER : I beg to move—
“That the question be now put.”
Question—That the question be now put—
put; and the House divided—
In division,
The PREMIER : I declare that,
tion to voting in my own right,

in addi-
I vote for
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the * Ave
Gilday, and

as proxy for Messvs. Coyne,

MceCormack

Aves, 35
Mi. Barber Mr, J
,» Brennan
,»  Bulvock
., Collins .. Larcombe
" (‘um‘oy ., HeCarmack (Proxy)
s Uooper, F. AL Mullan
.. Cooper, \\' .. Payne
5 Coyne (Plui}'« ,. Prease
., Dash Pollock
s Junstan Riordan
5 Ferric Ryan
. Foley ., Smith
Torde .
.. Gilday 1Troxy) i
. Gillies
.« Gledson LW olhunton
Hartley .. Winstanley

.,  Huxham

Tellers: Mr., Baleock and Mr. Conroy.
Nows, 3L
Mr. Barnes, G. 1. Mr.
4 Balnes, W.H .
;o Bell N ¢
5 Cattermull ,. Morgan
. Clayton Nott
. Corser .. Peterson
., Costello o DPetrie
,» Deacon ,» Roherts, J. H, C.
., Edwards .o Reberts, T. K.
., Tletcher ., Nizer
. Fry ,. Swayne
,. Green ,. Taylor
., Jomnes, J, .. Vowles
,, Kerr o Walker
5, King Warren
o L(nrom

Telers: JMr. Lagan and JMr., Nott.

Resolved in the affirmative.

Original question (Mr. Lheodore’s motion)
put: the Houze divided:—

In division,

The PREMIER (Horn. E. . Theodore,
Chillagoe) : 1 declare that, in addition to
voting in my own right, I vot¢ for the
“ Ayes 7 as proxy for diessrs. Corne, Gilday,
and McCormack.

@&

AYrs, 35.

Mr. Barber Mr. Jones,

,» Brennan Wirwan

»»  Buleovi Land

,, Collinz Larcombe

5 Conrey .. McCormack (T'roxy)
.o Cooper, ¥, A, .. Mullan

., Cooper, ¥ .. Payne

5o Cowne (Proxy) ,. Pease

., Dash Pollnck

Riordan
Ryan

., Dunstan
5  Ferricks

. Foley .. Smith

,, Forde ., Stopford

s Gilday 1 Proxy) .. Theodore
. Weir

Wellington
Winstanley

., Gledson =

,, Hartley

., Huzham
Tellers. Mr. Brenpan and Mr. Foley.

Nogs, 30,

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Macgregor

,» Barnes, W. H, . Maxwell

,» Bell . Moore

. Cattermull Morgan

., Clayton .. Nott

.. Corser ,. Peterson

., Costello . Petrie

., Deacon ,. Roberts, J. H. C.
,» Fletcher ,. Roberts, T. R.
.. Fry * .. Sizer

., Green ,. Swavne

,. Jdones, d. ,. Taylor

,s Kerr . ,. Vowles

,. King ,o Walker

,» Logan Warren

Tellers: Mr. Costello rmd Mr. Peterson.
Resolved in the affirmative.

The House adjourned at 11.14 p.m.





