
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 29 AUGUST 1922 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



[:29 AccusT.] (Hi7 

TUESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1922. 

The SPE,\1\:• H \f-Inn \Y. Bortr~~n1, Jl!it'r 1
) 

toc;k th•:> clntir nt 3.30 p.n1. 

QCE:'TICl::\3. 

Et:.Tf'JAr:=D Co~T Ol" I:\IPHO\~E:\IE~Ts AT l~o".'A 
STR~rT STAnox AXD ::'.IAYXE Jcxcnox. 

Mr. CORSER (Burn it) asked the Sec-re· 
t:.ny for Haih1 ~~<YS-

" l. \Yhnt \vns rho c~ti1natC'd cost ot 
-(a) proposed Pxrcnsions and in1pl'oYC
Hli'nt, at Ron1a Street Station; antl (Z~) 
engine ~hcds. c•-rnbanknu:-nts, cottage-.:, 
n nd ot:~C'r iruproycmcnt·-· si ~Iaync 
. Junction? 

" 2. \Yl1at ic the total expenditure to 
date ]n l'af'lt ra~c '? 

"'3. \Yh:1t is the estimated cost Df com
rdctir.c: t1JC irnproYelnents in each case·: 

'' 4. \\'hen is 1 he \York npected to be 
~ati~fac·~cri1y completed'?" 

The f-lECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. La;·eom1J(', ll.r]Jpel) rqolied--

" 1. (u) £376.000; (b) £224,000--tob!, 
£600.COO. The r'timate of £600,000 "a,; 
rnade in 1911, and is a rough approxi
III~tion only. lt is equiYalcnt to 
£1.?00:000 at pr~ Jcnt d~1.y costs. 

'' 2. (a) £221.126; (IJ) £198.488--total. 
£4l:J,fi14. 

"3. (u) £5:3.200; (/;) £369,000-toral, 
£912,200. 

"4. A d~·finite date cannot Le ~ta~:-d 
ht rre~·r:nt.'' 

'; GoLDF.~ (_',1SEET " R•_-c IJ r:-3 \,;\D DFBrR::3E
)IE~T·-

l\Ir. T. H.. RCIBETITf-l (l,'ast Tooltoom/>([) 
a~ked the IIomc Secn·t, r;.·-

"l. \\'hat 
n z·ciYf'd for 
('a ~kcts " X os. 

Df IHO!H'V was 
tld:::cts in .. ~Goldc!l 

tJ 52? 

"2. \Yhat a<!lOtlllf }t;:s been di.;;;tri-
bntl_~d to----(!) Lo~plial~; (b) other bodi( '· 
with nr~rnf' n£ n'cipiPni :> a11d an1ount ·: 

·· 3. The a~nount disbnrsell~(ul \lo·!a· 
1 !n- ~; (l;) Dlan,q:','011llllt PX])f'TIS:..:' { ··) 

l::.:LUJCC'. and \Yhl'rc deposited?" 

TJ,c :C.ECRE'i',l R Y FClR MINES (Hon. 
/\ .. L .T(~~ ,, Pruldi·1uton). in 1-hn rrbscnce r)f 
tl10 }-Tu. ne ::.:. •en ;n"'\- (1-Jon. \Y. ?\[rCormark. 
Cr:irr' rcp1iu.1-- · 

1
' J. Th0 GoYf'J'lli<H•nt h;-~; only CX01'

c1': d "l~pt ·yi.im1 o··c1· the ;, Golden (',;.:;_ 
~\( r ., Art l~:ninlH :--jl",,(~ Xo. 7 "Cask(~t." 
Tl,P .•_i!!Utntt of n:o'H''-· I·0ce~Ycd fr;r ;;:.a1c: nf 
~1( ·.d", >~< .. 7 t"o 52. total., r-:1.2.55,021 
9...:. 6d. . 

'' 2. The proceeds rccei\-cd by rhe 
I-Ion-:.c DP~Jal'tJ:H'nt frr:nn the "Ca~kch," 

::\oo'. 7 
follow·': 

to 52, were di~trjbutcd as 

(a) To ho,pit als 
(1>1 To odwr 

bodic-~s na1neh· 
(l) rl'ru::<tCC:3, ~ 

dePendcms 
:\It. :\Illlli-

£ ~"· d. 

(•·t.:_n 1niner.o.: 1D,.:ss C 10 
(2t Tar a bn~h 
nur~ing 
>chc·mc lOO 0 0 

£ " t.!. 
3C8.407 2 3 

------ 10,558 0 10 

·· 3. The an1oullt di~
burcf'd-

Prizes 
:\lanagt•Jn(>nt c•xpcnst's 
FedPral tn'.:ation 
State tnxnr1on {:\os . 

£318.965 3 

£ ' ,z. 
574.776 3 6 
71.236 3 9 
92,998 2 

9-52) 57,3°1 19 6 

£796.392 13 11 

(r·) Ha1allC(\ including i!ltf~
rc~t, earned (approxi
m.atoly), dcpnsit0d iln 
Con1monwca.lth ~aYings 
Bauk, Brisbane £145,863 19 3 ' 7 

JrRbDicrrox oF RAIL"\Y.\Y ~\PPE.\L BoAHD~. 

::'.Ir. GREE::\ (Tatcnxci/1,) a"kecl the Secre
tary for H.ailways-

" In Yicw of the confusion '"hieh at 
J1!"e,ent cx;,t, owing to the nmflicting· 
rleeisions of the· ::\'orthern, Central. and 
Southern appeal boards as to the juris
diction of such boards in the case of 
interdivi~ional appeals against pronH)
tinns, nnrl al~o in view of the great dis
·"ati~fnctlon 0xi~ting amongst raihYay 
l'nlployC'cs in the XortlH'rn division o\ving 
to their being debarred from appealing 
ill casc·~.ol.. p!·on1o"'ion~ to posit~ons i,n the 
other <:UYl:"IOns. has he considerc•n the 
ach-isabilit:~ of anH'nding the RaihYay 
.. :\C't ~o as to Q i \-c the right of appeal 

pron1otions to al1 emplo:vccs irrc~;;
~)f '"JH're ~tation0d '? If ::;;o, ,dn 

~tat€' hi dPcision ln this 
JlJntlcr. anrl }Ji::; rc::t:-.OJlS f-".'1. :o<n('h 
dcci~-joll. n 

Tho SECRLT '.H.Y FOR lU.ILIYX1.~S 
rPplietl~ 

.~ QtiC·< -.:'laJJd 1~ divid0d into three 
llnl't~. fll"H.1 tlH• nail' ·as Act rcco:.tniscs 
thc~c cli-:i:-ion 1n rct·:ard to P1l,pca1:-;. 
It ;s not jntCIJdt·d to atncnc1 the Act 
;1t nr0sC'J1t, but n1cn in the ='~orth and 
\YP::::t (11':' uiyPn an OPllOl'tnnity to trans
f(·l' Rc!uth ~l' J~a ' a:-- flr'r'n~ion pC'l'lllit:;;;.n 

DITE o>' 0PEXT;;;G RowEx C'oAr. FIELD R.IJLWAY. 

;\,fr. CClLLT~S (Jinw, n). \Yithot>r 1li>ticc. 
;ked thP Sf'crctnl'\ for R. 1 ihvay.~--

" \Yh0n ,yjl] tbc railY D. V to 11 nYen 
Coal Fie]d bt oprn('d foT tr~ffi,~ '?'j 

Th<, f-lECRE'L\RY FOR RAIL\L\1.-S 
l'1·p11l·d-

;. On Tlunsda:- nr't. ~' 
Go\.E!::\::'1-IEXT ::'1-IE .. B[RS: Hear. hear f 

(Opro;)ition lau~-htcr.) 



lGS [ASSK\IBLY.J 

il.\H OF 0!'EXI:\G 7\In:Gox Pr'JSTOX 
R \IL \\'_\ y. 

~h. COH.SER (flunu 11). \Yithont notic2, 
·a~kl cl the~ ~~:cretary for RuihYayb-

'· \\~bc'n ''"ill the ).Iargmt to Prc ton 
raihYn:· be DlK'l!:d for trafiic·.·· 

Ti~t· SECRI~L\H¥ FilE RAIL\YXYS 
l'l'pli(d--

.. Al)prox:in"'\atel~-· D(•(·L'IlliJd' IlCXt." 

{H('l!P\\·~· J laughter.) 

1-:\"TROULCTIOX OF LEGISL \TJOX TO REG{Tf..\TE OB 
~~BOLISH PROPUIET.\HY R\CIXG. 

..\fr. TA YLOR (Trinrk r). \Yithont notice, 
.askc·d the Prcnlil·r~ 

,; 1<:: it the intention cf the GoYl'l'DiHl'llt. 

to iutrodncc lcgi:-;;latlon this 2ession to 
rc;ndate or abo11:-.h propriPtar~· racing'?" 

Th L'REJUIER (f-Ion. E. G. Thcodmc. 
.f}lti'ltt(J0.-') r0pliocl-

.. The intontio11::-. of th(' Government 
with regard to tho introdurtion of legis
lation during the prl'~Pnt :-.c;;.;sion ·will be 
tli~do:::-0d in J~u· conr:-p,l~ 

(Laughter.) 

01\IISSIO?\ FRO~I l\t'SE\ESS-PAT'ER OF 
(/l:~ESTIO:\' CO:\TAI:\I:\'G 1'1\'BF> 
C'Cl'III:\G EXPRESSIO:\S. 

Tlw SPE.\KEH: Ou Frir1ay ]a:-;t the llou. 
JJH'mbc-r fei' ~Iirani gaYt' noli•_ of a quP~
tion addrc~sed to the Prc1nicr fol' to~day. 
That qnc:-,tion doe..; not flll)( :ll' on the 
btt .... in• . ..;-:;-p1pf'r. for the• 1'Pa-.:on rhut I considt•r 
it i;.; a brr· :~'h of the priYilc•gt•~ of thi:') 
I-J nu se ro ask nwh a question. It \Ya::; not 
a:•d.:t>d. in 111,~ opinion. fnr -the purpose of 
gain_i1· informat10f1 and it eont.~in0d nnbc
('C'1llll1g' expn 0~jon~. 

CO\'ERI\:\Ir:~T 1t1c.mEHS: I-1t•ar. hl'ar! 

I' AI'EB.S. 
TlH_· following pal>C'L; \n•rr L.iLl on the 

)rab]e. fllHJ ordcn_•cl to be printed:-

"'"'ilL l B.cport of the llir<'dor, Slat 
C hilcln'n Dq1al'tmc1t, fM the ~·,,er 
l921. 

~ \n1f'Jl(~C'(~ _ R~'gulation Ul}!;1 RPgulati(_;ll 
darcrt 18t11 _-\ugu .. t, h,:...2. undt-'1' tln?
A nirna],. and llird, Ac. or 1921. 

_REs;--~_JTtcx oF CoJDITTTJ:t:-~S :<_·o""\"D .:\u.OTT::::D 
lJ.\.Y. 

(JJ,·. Ilin"rtn, JJrisl;unc, in IlL rh11il.) 

Pnr:\lu:n .L D CJnEF SE~TET\HY. 

CHIEF CLTI~ E. 

Qul· icn stated-" That £12,4:.5 b(~ granted 
foy Ch1t-'f C·fl'tc.~." 

:Jil'. 1-.IORGA?--; (J!urillrJ): I \Yould like to 
lu:o\; \Yhethct' tlw Pr0n1ie1~ inh.•ntls giYlng n~ 
tlH• infonuatlon which we ha YC a~:;ked for in 
connrction ''"ith seYeral YPry in1portant 
n1attr _ ., . By interjection on several occasions 
the hem. g(lntlcman has infonned n1e that he 
\Yon]cl c·i,~c the inforn1ation when the Esti
nlatr \H?re being di .. cn~scd. \YhBn is it his 
-Intention to give us infor!:nation asked for 
b:v~ a resolution pns.scc1 unanitnously b.·.- this 
House r,__ pecting the traYclling a11owanct.-s 
paid to wen1bcr~ of P.a dianlent during n 
c~rtuin number of y. ot>; For the last h\O 

[Jlr. Jlorg(lii. 

et!>, \\"(' han:! been inform~'!] frcrn titll·"' to 
ihht the infol'lnatiou \\'a-. bei12g p!'e-

Jlarcd and cn~ntnally \YoulJ di.:;clo.ed. l~J 
has uot been di~doscd. I c·l lik0 putting 
li)J n Yigorcns prcJ_c t if the Pl'C'lnier \rill 
nut i-· that iJJfonnaticn. If llc dof',• not 

to g·ivc it. lot hirn sav so f.traight 
out-. nlld '~n slJall know exn.c!Jy wlH re \Ve 

:;tnlld. \Ye arc b.!ing put off with th,_• r_rpJy, 
'·The iuEonnatiou \Nill be di;:;rloscd in du.e 
cout .e. and cqnaHy friYolon:"-. ans\Yf'r.,, 
HL•;-;o1ntimls ''- hich 1J<lYI' bf'L'll carried by tni~ 
C'harnh(_'l' being t.rPated ''"ith contl!nlpt. 
\Y-e- fl.l't) ;-)nt b.- the people. and we have 
a right to get inf;rrnation .. If t~1cn• i~ nl~:f 
infcH·m.atiou that the Pr::-rruer Hnnk::::. ::-houl.d 
not be in tlu~ posse.;sion of lTIClllhC'rs ot~1cr 
thall ~Iinistcrs, Jet hi1n tell us so. I tlnll!.( 

it i::- hio.:. duty to Jf~t US kno·\Y \Vhcthcr he C~ODS 
Ol' due! nnt. :intend to disclosQ thP infonnatJtnl. 

I \Yaut a rep!~· to that que:·tion nmY. and [ 
hope the hon. gentleman wrll be' conrtcons 
enough to give n10 a duect an~wer . 

The l'RE::\[IRR (Hon. K G. Theodm;"· 
('hii;ar;o.): The infm:rm~tion to '.dl1el'l }:le 
hon. u;cntlC'Jnan rc•fcrs IS bcn1g· comtn.t d, 
and. p~·owmably, it is not yet complete. The 
rlc,tail have to be collected from c>ach ot 
the yarions deparhnPnt:;, and, \Yhcn the!- are 
c:omplctoJ. l hope to be, able to place the 
information on the table of the Hou e. 

:\Ir. cmEKc\' (Trmnsrillr) '. I \YOUlcl like 
thP Premier to give so1nc Into_rnHl 7

lOD a:i 
to tlH' re son fot· this increase J;t-1 t}w ~-ote 
for ·· }n('idcntals and ]..1lsrf'Ilanc~u.s 
Expt>usf'S" for thig year as. conllHlrE'd \Y!tn 
1914-15. The pwsent vote 1s £6.000. '·"!nch 
is £500 1e·0 :; thall "the Yoh-, last ~-car. bttc _au 
inf"re,•.;;c of 100 per crnt. co.n1par~cl ''-'.1th 
1914-15. 1--\ rhaps sonH' ( xpenchture b go1n:1,· 

Oit in connection ,yjth the iv __ ,n that ·we are 
not n ware of. 

!Tox. \\·. II. I3~\R:\ES (JJa/i,~,l,al · \Yhd. 
npprerirr7ing the anS\\Cr

1 

giyen bv the Pro· 
1, 1j 1 ,. ro th<' hou. mcmm'r '::-.Iurill;'· l 
\Yrtnt r~) follow up the . ra1sen 1~Y 
the hnu. _:llClnLC'r. I quite rec0g1rsc tl'-'t t!;e 
Pn· nic·~· 1ni,!;ht :::.ny tl1t~t we sho_ult1 i tac1.::.Jn 
('Pch c1cpcu'tlncllt. and that he ;;.boruc1 not 
he held r<"<ponsiblc offhand for what occ~u·'> 
ln oth0r d.Pl)n.rnucLt-". Tho hon. ~.1c-1nhcr ~t:c 
~Iuri11a <Jskcd a qu'"'.;;tion rclat~vc ~o t:<~ 
lL 1t1cr on 6th JnJ.'-· last, an~! tlw l rr't1l.Hl 

'· Th0 jnfnrrnntion will be supphPd 
pc _ib1c." Thjs qll,·.,Hon l_l,l::: 

rerc If it had only b ,_·n 
rl1is eC'~·.ion HH: first. tinlC'. h d. 

r::tP1nbcrs on th1~ sllle \·.ould ccrt tin1~- haYG 
no cmt P for conl~)hiJJt the th ~t 
l1,, h1.k"d nbr •: bnt the that, 
,.; ]J;-:r lun ~::.tiu:1:1ll~: Ol' othPnYisc, _the iufor-
ll at ~nn hDs lwen kept. buck, wh

1
ll'·t. ('Yf'r,v 

has bee11 taken of 1:1~ 1ng on 
tnhl(' of the IIous:-> particnlnr~ .'"ith 

to th<: E·xpensl~ of ex-1l1n1ster>, 
another .. Adm1ni trr1tion. I haYf' 

the ati"cnti Jll of the Corn
fact that I ha YC tried on 

~CYf'l'\! 1 to this infol'lnrtion. 
I ha•:t~ hlrcad~"' stntt I haY0 \Yri+-:·cn 
tt) the _\ut\itor-Gcncral. and thnt the 
.. \uditor-Gen(•ral rr:plit)d to n1v letter in tlh' 
'"'n that T expeclc·d he \\·ould replv. I 
thc11 \lt:nt and a~l-::(.rl for the> info1·r:.~ati.la 
fro1n tho Trca"-nry Deparhncnt. and I 
rc-c ._;lYrd from that deparhnent n letter fur· 
1::.i•d1iug mo with the varticulars ?f l'XP~'IY' ·g 
whirh I had incurred n1vself. vdtich partlLUM 
lars I already had. I to'ok care bdon~ I left 
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0flicc- to f'Pe that I haLl copit•s of all the 
':'.Jh'll~\'~ lneun·ed by l!lC' in conltcctinn 1rith 

n1.\· ad1nilli tration. 
Thr' PHEMTEB.: TlE' }tOn. gTntlenwn 111n~r 

·ha YP l1PCl1 su;;:pcding :::iDmcthlug. 

Ilo:-;. \Y. H. E~\U:'\ES: If I 
--ottll._·thin~. rny inLtihou was l)Cl'feL 

I tun not :;upvv·-"cd to be \~ery sn~
nnhuC'; but H_•ecnt eycnt.-, ha-.rt' 
I n1ust 1tavc l1ad some intnitiPtt 

·\Yi1h l'l'"·anl to thi C'abiner. \\onlcl do. 
l n -k the P1•·:1nicr the Y01-l' of £G.5JO 
1 · r ycnr fot· '' Incidt'dtal atJd ?di· ,'L'llnncon"' 
E'\.pCn->2~," v;as SlJt 1'. ·: I \\ant furthe1· to as:...:: 
tin1 ho\v 1 ,uC'h hi O\ ·n CXJH'll~t"; 1verc in 
colnlrctioi; '\l~h his trip to thC' old cc_mntry: 
ho~; lilllCrl n1~ tnrn e·qwn~.C':-:3- were Jn eon-
1Jec·t :.)11 ith ntotor-car..::;, 1n RO far a-: hi:-. 
own (: pa rtlilf'_:t is ro1Jrerned ·: I think .'Y("> 

hHYt' r1 right to kr:.o1': '.dw.t t.he hon. gc"'nth-
nlrtn~:-; c-.::ppuso• for the flnnncja l yenr ended 
30th .J un~'. 1922, \\·ere in eonnf'( tion with 
n1oto1'-· ::ns. I Yf'ntun:.. to think tlwt tbc 
PrPmt('r wonld irn1ist 011 thi ~ infor1natluu 
~wintr :;;upplied if he "'('l'C sittiDg on this 
si elf' of dw Chamber nnd there' h~d b: L'll 

,, lllltch diRcu:;;:-<ion in this connection, and 
jf lH' had Juul a; HHUl,V refusals to giYe 
infonnation as \Y(' haYe had. I apprcriaL' 
thl' fact i bai th<' Jwn. ,.,..eutlc1nan ·,a\·~ that 
hL' i"' going· to lwrry nl) the prodnc'tion c,f 
tlH' infonuation, aH.hough thcl'e is nothing 
-rcrv clPf!nito about it. \Vc ha;n? had thP 
notic(• of 1notion gi\·cn to-day whir>ll 1nean~ 
tlwt YPl'Y Parly we ::;ha1l be sitting two da>·s 
in OtH"'. so to f;pf'ak .: and \Yill 1t 110t b0 
tlH' Pa:-;ip~t thing in tht) \\·odd for a GoYCl'll
n1l'llt ho arc hPing vn, hr-d for tin10. 

to R." t1Hlt theY haY(' not had 
t·n Jll'(·paL~ ·the infonl1ation, and \\'t' 

~hall iit;d onrselY('S gm11g out of Ft.'35-1CJll 
\vithont g_~tbng 1hc' iuforn1atlon? Thcn.'
fore r .:i \YC' couH' to 0vr·r~· dcpa i't 

S0£'k to get frrnn Pavh .1\Iiniste1· 
n~ to hi8 1n cu11110ction 

JJHJ 'Jr-r·ar.~. &~. the tirnc bei11g, 
f ,t..:.k i ile Fr _•tu;cl' what hi::; own c•xpcn 'e''=' 

ll<l n' Uc'en, and I hopr hP \Yill fnrHid1 that 
~L£nnnafilJil. 

Tile l'TIE:\liE!~ (Hon. E. G. Thcodorc. 
()t·P!{/0(): 'r}!C' lto11. Jne,l:JC'l' ·ho ha~ jnst 

Lis sent a~1p0rr~ t J b(~ Yl'l'Y :-:.u::;
a~ 1 :··arch hon. llFtllbt-rs on ihi:-: :-iide 

Iron. \). Jl. LIEXES: I am nfrai<l there 
.i:" lll'ed :or it. 

Tht• ·pnE:\.~l.F.H.: I y{ 11tun1 io fnY that 11ot 
nlany ~~thl'r' nh tnb('l'S or th:' De1lba~n . \thnin
i~tra,Tioll. before k tYin~· oHi.cP, gatlwrcd 

:>craps o£ i11fonnntion rc·1atlng to 
nf:H I n;:~~r. rrcYious]y heanl_ of 

.nch a as a ~\LlllL.;t<'r who v;a::; gmug 
nnt nf offic>(' taking- a copy of drtn!J~ rPlat.
iur tn hi::: owo cx[JC1l':c~ ns :{;lini",lf'r and 
hf,[lrding- it up all this titne. 1 do nor 
kn J\\' -,,lwt11cr thP bon. nlentbcr thought 
th~r f'ide \Yonld. ln:J.k::.' an n-.,,anlt on 
hi~ as :~Iinish'r. 

Ho•1. \\'. If. BIR:\FS: I h:n-c bc·<'l1 criti· 
ci·0(l. 

ThP PB E~Il ER : I do not t.hi11 k the hon. 
n:e1nbl•r has been ('r]ti~ i ('cl in rcg~ rd to bi . .; 
\'X]JL'll P::<. 

Hon. \V. I-I. BARXES: Let us ]m,·c yom· 
ex]H'n;:;cs so that we eau rnakc a comparison. 

Tlw I'HKYIIETI: I clo not know \Yhat the 
hor1. ll1'11lbcr hopes to gaiu bY that. Suppost' 
1ny P:xpcu~,~· lJaye b0011 u1ore than his. \Yill 
lv the11 1nakc an attack on tnE'? It seen1s. to 

lllP that th0 11011. n10n1lwr cannot get. any
\\-hf'rc' in that wav. If bon. ril{~mbt'l':3 a:3k fur 
1Lfnl'I1l<ttioll. alld ·~ g·et information. iu l'L'S!..'rtnl 

to ~[inister·k cxp~·nscs v.-ith a view to- dis
tnrtiJ:~: or n:n'sr~·prc3enting that infornH1ti1Jll, 
?t :-:.f.'('Jil:'; to UH' that. the Cmnrnittet' \\-ill not 
~·r; <ltlY\\hcre. The hou. rrlclnb.'l' for ...:.\]l;ert 
~-.-a..:. rr{thf'r 111-adYist d 1nst se:-. ion Y':hc:t1 be 
nlatL:' a foolish aJla.ck npo11 the .\ttornf'5·
Ct'll<~raL 

Tln11 .• J. G . .:\J'PEL: 1 1, ns attac·kcd flr t, 
nnc1 1 did it in my O''·n de[C'llCC'. 

Tlw PREi\liETI : The lwu. momlwr i; 
Y rong in :·dying that ho ~" a'i attacked lir.,.t. 
I 1Tll ltlbcr di.:;tincth· the lwn. n1r>!nbc1· 
r--fcrrlng to ,dwt hP i·at1wr yulg<nly cnl!cd 

.Jollllll,\'·~ aazz." 
TL:n. J. C. APPEL: I did not do 1'0. 

TlH' PHE::\-ITETI: Th~·.' lwn. nu.'lJ.:lH'1' \':a:;; 
YC'l'Y i.l!LQ,'l'\' WhPn d{'ta]L, of hi~ 0\Vll ('XTJ''ll;.;("~S 
w~ ~~. . 

1-Ion .• J. G. APPEL: I v.-as attark> (1, aud lt 
\Yas .ny dnty to defend 1nyself. 

1'il(' PRE)r1IER: It j::; al·way:3 the rlght 
of n.n hon. l11CJnbt·-:.' to dcf<'Hd hid:o;elf. 

:\Ir. 1~l_:,;G: It. as anoth(•r hon. IllC'mbor 
a1ti..J~~·pthcr who refeJTld to ... J ohnny's tT azz." 

Tlw PRE;\IIER: If that is so, I apologise. 
to till'.' ho~t. rHcntber. At any ratf'. it \Yas 
<::'llltl' hnn. IHC111bC'r on the Opposition side. 
Son10 hon. ll1Cinber opposite was ill-adyised 
enou~·h-I thought it 11 as the the hon. 1nen1-

ior ~\lbcrt, but I h:we apologised for 
n1istakc---to nHtke an attack on thl' 

~\ttornP·:-Ucnc.::al \Yith l'C'fcn"'llcc to his trip, 
tq llJi.U.'f'l;-tly bec1ut."e hit:l o·/·n }.linistcrs \verc 
fault~· in t.hat n•spcct. 

1t ~ocms to me to be a very petty attitude 
foe· Opposition members to be constantly 
f'Dn1plaining a bout l\llnistcrs inc~n-ring ex· 
}ll'tHiitnrc in lH.:C:t:'Ssary travt>ll:!ng. ~ho 
b('ad~ of ~~n .\drninlstrations have rc~.:ogn1scd 
tltf' n"cf'~"·ltv of allo,- anc>s lv·ing lllade 
t,-, ~li:nisters \yhcn tnt' elling. :I\iinistorB are 
r:'cluircd to travel in order to get a full 
knuv;lc:-dge o£ their departn1ents, to broaden 
thPil' Pxpt:riencc of the Sratel and tra.velling 
add to their t~xncricncP. and usefulness as 

r\. I\1.i-ni ,try. l'CIHTscnting, not 
~.trc·ct, Queensland as a \vhole, 

ii members to trasel. 
\Yl!~~n at!'nlrs ha Ye taken n1e to country dis
h·ic" ou tuany occ., ~ions the people in these 
<'i.~tr1cts lia\~C· been glad to rcceiYo a J.\Iinis~ 
t· l', and hnsc 11{'\·cr dcprecatctl th~ idoa of 
~\lini tu·..! trasclling-. Thc:.Y alv~ u.:-s wo1co~e 
th.' Yisits of the :\Iini 'lcrs, whatever thell' 
politie n1ay be. The hon ... n1ernber for 
To\~;ns\·illc h::.v;; a .l ('d for paruculn,rs of tho 
itpm nf l'X1H~nditni'C in connection with the 
Yotc of £6.000 for " Incidentals aucl Miscel
lnnhnls Expense;.'' This covers a very \vide 
rm~:r<' of incidental cxpenditnre which '\vas 
mo{l_, v !Lcs unavoidabl2. 1\o doubt, it is 
high( r t.han it ·was E:)mo. years ago. Last 
Y< <r the actual expenchturc \Yas £5,700, 
ltl~Hl<' up of nun1rrous iterns, such a-s <n;:pcn
ditvre incurr0,.J in connection with the recent 
y;eit of t hr British Empire Exhibition; the 
s,:lan- of I\Ir. Bolger, Parliament House-I 
thin!~ he i,; the stenographer appointed to 
a '.sist hon. rocmbcrs \vith their corrp<:epon
cl0ncc-£238 15e. ; allo" ances to various 
officers of the department for extra work 
done bv thC!Il; allOINaECC to rvfr. J\1a.thieu, 
n b1ind' rnan, of £1 a v:eek; allowance n1ade 
tn :\It·s. C. :'\ash. tlw widow of the discoverer 
of Gyn<pie. of £1 a week; 11iss \Varham, 

IIqn. E. G. 'ThC'odore.] 
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a clerk in the ,offi('c, g(1 tS an allowance• of 
£.30 a ye:n, but I cannot sa.y what it is for. 
Then there is cxpcn<1iture on books an<l 
newspapers which arc purC'hase.d by the de
partJncnt. rrlwre is an i tom of £30, being 
a•1 ex gT<Jtia alJo,Yanec paid to 1-'lrs. Lance 
Bro\Yn, a wornnn \vho V: ,-ts in distro\:.;, a.nd 
which w.1~ \Yell justified r~rhero \Yore rnrtain 
:unounts naid to ,~arious local bodies. such as 
~ehools of: art, which were in difficUJties, in 
one or t1, o ea ·.os ohing to the dc~lTuction of 
their builclinr,J b: rw·lone. Two State 
funerals took- plac8 dUring tho vear. and 
there \\·ere wreaths supplied in connection 
,v]t.!1 c~her funerals; expenditure on lega.l 
opin1ons obtajned bv offic•rs of the staff; 
pc"tv cash; donation to the Petri a Memo
rial, Fund; annual contribution towards tho 
cost of th{~ secretarial work in connection 
with the Prcrniers' CfJnforcnce: expenditure 
in connection \vith functions held during the 
year in which the department participated; 
stan1p account; sundry expenses, including 
th pa,sag0 hom London of an officer in the 
Agent-General's office. There was a dona
tion to the 'l'oowoomba band fund, a dona
tion. to tlw l\Iax·yboroug.h Eist8ddfod, 
repairs to tho GoYcrnnwnt House motor-car, 
cleaning of the Public Library, and other 
incidentals; tdcgrams, £210; telephon,.s, 
£57 1s. 9d. ; travelling ex pense''• in cl ucling 
1n: ... · own, reg-.~~-1·ding ,vhich hon. 1nen1bers on 
the other mde are showing quite an inor
dinate amount of curio>ity, £821 12s. 2d. 
l\ly expenses in conncdion with the tour 
I made in vV est ern Queensland amount":'d 

to £22 9e. lOd. ; my tour in 
[4 p.m.] North Queensland, £40 l8o. 3d.; 

Melbourne and Sydney £129 0'. 
9d. ; Premiers' Conference, £94' 4s. 2d. ; 
Sydney, £53 ] 0

·"· 3d.; ·warwick, £7 2', 9d.; 
and my recent :\1 orthern tour, £458 18s. 2d. 
That made a total of £821 12s. 2d. alto
gether for travelling C'Cponses. Some hon. 
members may consider that tho expenditure 
in connection ·with n1v ::\orthern tour jg 
aJtogethcr bP~, oud a fail, thing. If thf'y are 
of that oninion, thelJ it j., an cntirclv errone
ous O[lini'on. If hon. mcmbm'S tnink that in 
tl'flvclling -~s I have done during th8 year 
rny travelling C'Xpcnsf s arc son1e kind of 
Bnpplcrnout tD 1ny salat·y. then I ,,_ant to 
"'sure them that I nutke 110 profit whatcYer 
out of rn y tra Ycls. (Hear. hear !) As a. 
n;attcr '0f fact. RYcrv tirnc I leave Brisbane 
o~1 a .._r\-Iinisteri a] to\n· I arn really out of 
pocket. I am not complaining of that. It 
Is quite true t,h;_d:, I dra·w £2 2s. 11cr dav 
son1ctirncs. that f:•Jmcti1no3 it n1av ~ ainolu1t 
to n1oro than that. and son1'---timCs to It>,.; 
than that. I do not tie Ill' 'elf down to anv 
dc11nitc amount. 1 dmw the actual amount 
of out-of-pocket cxpensC's incurred. In 
n'gard to tho tour I mad~ to ='!orth Queens-
land, I m ty thilt I occupied six or 
~e'--en 1vecks, it f.)na bled n1e to cover a 
n?ry large oxtc nt of rountr.v. I 1vcnt to the 
North anrl rcturnPd OYcrlancl down the roast. 
I ea !l!(' o-..-erland fron1 the AthPrtoll Tableland 
j)l"f:'ft,'- '-".01J afl the ·wall to 'J.\)\\ll'3YillP, [ll~d 
tlwn dov:n ro Ro('k.harnpton a1uup: the 
ronte of the :\'o:dh Coast Raihyav. I nlso 
'.n•11t up the Drrws<:Y!1 \talicy aln1ost' as far a·,, 
Taroom and back nr.;aln Tours of that kind 
cannot be done '':iihout the e":.penditurc of 
rnon.'"". I arn Sll1'0 that ::1o hon. Incn1ber will 
urg' that a 1\IiuistPr should pay hi··· r ,It-of
pocket cxpensPS ont nf bis ~alarY. If a 
2\Iini·,tcr h:-~cl tn rw.v hi~ O\Y!l out~of-poC'ket 
expf'nse~., he "\Yonld haYe no rcn1unr~ration 
at all. 

[Ifon. E. 0. Theodorc. 

It i cnh· fair that a J\fiDistcr ;Should 
dwrgP his out-of-pocket expenses to his. 
ckpartrn•_nt. All the cxpeuses that are 
L·ha rg·t'd in conncct-iou with these tours are 
not i;l<'tnTC'd bY the ~linister himself. Ther'" 
are ~tC'::uner fa;·c.:., coach fares. and incidental 
cxpeEses, all of which are charged to the 
lour, bnt tlw ::\Iinister's actnal expense::. hrc 
only a ntcdicunl of the actual co~·t of t.h.~ 
tonl'. There nrr ahvavs others who'3e expense-, 
ha YC to be paid as ,,:ell. A Minish'r travC'l· 
ling- in (~nccn~laud, in carrying out tho ordi~ 
rw fv courtc::<i('s '"hi eh are a recognised 
praCtice, invites the n1en1ber of the di~
trict throngh "rhich be pas~cs to accornpany 
hin1. aud it jg onlv fa1r, if the rnmnber doe~ 
~cco1upanv the ::\linistcr, that hls otlt-of
podu•t P)~pcn~es :-;hould also LC' charged to' 
thP {h•part~11l'Ut.. .I do uot wa.r~t h<;n .. 1ncn1~ 
hers to tlnnk !hut the money Is dJsil'!buten 
i 11 the• fonn of largt ~s or anything of that 
~on. lf I a'.kecl am- of the members for ihe 
Cent1·al ·fli::Jtrict to~ a0company n1e on tho 
Da\\·,on Yallcv trip, I had to provid0 them 
with !HPan~ of conYeyance) and I had also 
t<1 pn v their hotel bills. In that wa.y the 
llC:tnal c:o't of the tour mounts up. I \Yant 
to assure the Conunittee that, if rncmbers are 
under the i111pre~-,iou that this money is paid 
to the ~~Iinistcr, thry are under an entirely 
PlTOl1e01.lS impression. In tnany cases when a 
:\Iinister tnncis he is out of pocket. There 
1nay b,, a sugg( '·tiou t!1at JYiinisters can son1e
how draw mysteriously from the department 
without disclo>ing any •details, or that they 
can r'o;·er up the details in some way. ::\oth
ing of tbc kind can happen. In each of 
these cases where I have travelled throughout 
QueeEsland and elsewhere tho .exact details 
are [tlvcn. Tho d,·tn.rls are all gtven, and are· 
opc1! to the in·pcction of the Auditor-General 
at>.l his titaff. The .Auditor-General would 
~oon caJl attention if i:hero a:5 any irl'egulae 
<'X)H'ncliturc. I may say that th" Auditor
Gciwral ,and bj::: inspectOl:-1 1HlYC don~) that 
in the pa::-t~not in connection IYith any 
irregular expenditure, but thPy _h~tYO called 
ntteution to e-xpenditure 1vhich rrnght sccn1 to 
b1\ b~.,..,-olld a 1·casonahlo a1nount. That ha" 
not h~ppC'nt1 d in 1ny ow!l ca::-e, but. it b.J ~ hHp~ 
pcncd in the past. \Yhcre the Auchtor-Gcncl'al 
ha·· pointed out th ·t the co; .. t ~}f tt. tonl' ha·) 
,ccmcd to be be>·onrl the hm1t. However, 
tl;c Auditor~Gf'nci·fd and his inspt)ctors haYe 
accc::-:; to all the det--~ils. and the~,- cxatnir,e 
all tbP YC'nclwrs. Th(1 ..:\uditor-Gencral is 
quite <.it JibE ~·ty to conlnlclt on any-thing l,w 
fiJH.t <'l!}d. a.:: a matter of fact. h~· 1Yont.1 
\ nrn~1 C'nt in his annuJl report if l1e found 
anytl1ing ill't'gn]ar at alL (IIear, heal'!) 

~I l'. E .. Enn. u~"no,r!rJil'ff): It h1i·'· ~C'C'll U:-'U~ll 
}Jt (·o1mrction ,yith previous Eshn1atcs to 
di"' 'U ·:-' the qu0:--tion t!f imu1igration o;I tho 
1.·ot:1 for th:~ _\gent-General; but \VC find 
liOIY that thcr0 ~~ <:111 arrangcrncnt with the 
(\ .. nuntJlHY0:-dth, and the Agcnt~Ge~a:-raJ has 
t:othing at all to clc: ~'-'j~h irnrnigrat1on. 'l~~~l' 
{l]l]V dcpartl11Pilt "\'J1Wfl 1S llOW C011{ "l'D.H.l WlLtl 

inu~l1PTnt1on is tlH' Chief Secrctar~·'s D0part-~ 
11101;~: and ~-J that the opportnnit~~ . of di-s; 
cth';,ill'" thi:-1 1nattt:l' 1nay lilY. be Ulr:-.cd, L 

th!nk i:h~1t ~.YP tnigbt di~cu;:.s it nn thi~ Yuh). 

Tlv• ClL\ UD.JA::\': Orcl•' ! I Jo not ''"i'h 
io l'f_ ..... trict hon. n1r>Jnber~-! but ~<Jmctimcs n 
<llTangPnH~nt 1-3- n1cH.lP bf'twce!l .the 1~~-~dcrs of 
r~ 3p0ctiYf' parties a;:d the :JJtn1st~r .lll clt~rp-..._-, 
(lf thn E~tiPlaL., \Yhrre a subsr-d1ary 11'ClH 
rua y bL) di:=-cu-.'-'er1 ou the vote fer th,~ Chief 
()fii·,·,'. Tf thC'tt.~ is no Uf'h arr3ng·em~nt nla-dl.."', 
I cunnot pc re1it hen. n1cn1bers to dL~clJf·" any 
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nu~ '·ri.n1l ur!t il wt~ conw to the yotc in \vhich 
it 1-.: 1l!C"hHlf'(1. 

J.Jr. KEHR: I do not think that any 
-nrnt has been ruade to discuss all 

en the first Yote for the various 
_ but in1n1igration is doalt wiL1 

by tiw Chief Ofl1re in this department, and 
I e<•r .icle1· that \\e should be allowcti to dis· 
{'U~'- it on this YOb?. Q\ving to the arrange~ 
nH'l!: "ith th Connnonwealth, tho ..t\.gent~ 
(;(·n: , ,d hRs nothing- to do with in1n1igraticn 
1:11\Y. and tlF· only thing that Queensland has 
to <~u ,,·ith ernigrants is 'vhcn they arriYe 
in the State. 

The ('I-L\IR.\IA~: If the hon. gentleman 
wish.·s to say anything about the nominated 
~."\>tl'nl of irnn1igration, he \Yill be quite in 
<ndt'l" in ~a:·ing it on this Yoto. because that 
,. oti'm is cunnccted with the Chief Office of 
the l'hit:f Secretary'~ Dcparbnent. 

_ur. l~ EER: I run going to deal \vith the 
qur"~tion <1f the udrninistration and the 
Prc·mi.cr';:; attitude towards hnmigration, and 
whNlwr we are getting sufficient in1migrants 
in Quec·n,J and or not. That is a matter 
thc.t <·omcs nnder the Chief S'ecrctarv's 
Tlepartmcm. I may point out that on 5th 
July htst I asked the follo1ving question of 
thl' Pn·1nier :-

.. IIas ho any knowledge that an innni~ 
f!r<:!tiun consultative committee, con1pose-d 
d Ag<'Jlts-General of the several Austra
lian Sratos, has been foi·med in London? 

he set)n any reports of such moet-
.wcl are thov available to mem· 

: 1 ., How often· has this State been 
n·prc•sc•uted at such meetings by the 
cJucenslancl Agent-General porwnally 'I ' 

The Premier's l'eply to that question was 
"N<•." That meant that he had not seen 
aEythil:b in ('onnection \rith tho n1attor, and 
hr had no inforn1ation regarding in1n1igrants 
fo fnr a;.: thi~ Stab; is con( ~rn~d. One of the 
re"'olutions agrer'd to at the Pre1niers' Confer~ 
UlC'l' l1 "1d in .July, 1920, \YUS that the Conr~ 
nHlll\', alrh i,bould ha Ye full control of immi~ 
gra1Ion OYcr,,oas, and that tho ~~gents-General 
(j rl1 , st.•Ycral States should forn1 a consul
tatiYt~ cun1n1ittce in London. If snch an 
inlpo:Utllt n1attcr as jnunigration i~ ha.Ying 
atLntion in London; then the Premier shoul.d 
haYc' f1dl h:;~owlcdge of what is happening 

, ad all the inforn1ation at his disposal 
be aYailablA to hon. 1nembers. It 

f:uenl~ tn :me a rno·· t extraordi~1ary thing that 
thr> Pn_·micr i~ Hot a"\vare of the cxi3hmco of 
thi~ con~ultatiYc conin1ittc2 in London. Ilo\v
P'. ~'1'. I thi 1k the titnc ]~ opportune for the 
Go\·cr_l:illt'llt to ~tatc their polie\- in iTgard 
tc1 iJur:igi·ation. \Ve loto'-v that frotn tin1o teJ 
tiuu' qttc'~tions, and indt:ed the \rhole subject 
of lrnLtigratiou, haye been sidetracked. 

Tb• CH:\ TR:\IA'\. : I m•uld like to point 
r,·,1t r} the hon. nH•rnhcr that at this stase 
he \Yill be in ord r in de:tling on1y v,·ith the 
Ilomirwtcd s:-~tern of in1migration, \Yhich is 
C(lldt(Jllccl lr"~: the Chit'f Clffice; but di-,cus~ 
:-ion on the 'general fJUC3tion of in1n1if:;'rat.ion 
w<·uiJ hard!· be in order. On page 109 of 1 he 
E~tin1atr·'. he v-ill ftnd the yote for 
irnt:tjgr<. ":-ion g0n0rally. 

C\h. Ki:Rn: I ha Ye been tln·< ugh the Esti
r.tl le'"- ill1ll ~een that Yote, hat I "\~·'ish to point 

t it is m rd~r a ~ub-departmcnt of the 
~rvl'f'tfl1'Y . .::. Office. Rnd tl1e rnaJh~r I atn 

\\ ith ], the attitude of the Premier 
c1nr -tion, and it would not be right 

fo1· n1e tn di~-·u:3..-.: hi:-:: adion c)n tllc Yotc flJr 
th0 lntnli!Iration Agent. I "\Yant to read an 
extract ffon1 u confrrencc on inn11igration 

;'11 th0 Pri1n0 :\lini:-:1C"l' of Au::-:tralia and 
StrrtP PrPI:.licr.3 <Hid l\Iinisters--

.. J..Ir. THEODOPE: )..-CS, we haYC plcnt> 
of l. 11d .snital:dc· fol' cuttnn~Q,"rowing in the 
C'rnt nd district. ncn t' Rockhan1pton and 
Cavc·ll~t. and iu the En1t>rald district and 
t1w ])il.l\.'-011 dis.rrict. Ia:1d ncnv held under 
]Ja"f'tural l( fi.Sl'') '.\ hid1 ·would cost lc•ss than 
10~. an au'P to rP3un1<-, and, probably, 
oul>- about 5:--. en the average. 

" :\h. C'oT-E : It 1\'0nlcl depend on the 
tr·J :n-:: uf the len-::c.'3. 

'' ::,IL TEEODOHE: \~e~. "\YE' have n1illions 
of Clt'l'!'"::o (1f rJ'O'Sll lalldS and land held 
under grazing lf'rr~r's. IYblch would be suit
ablf' for c:otton~~TOIYillg.~' 

The CH_\1I~3L\:'\ : I eannot permit " 
general disclt.;;;sion on th,· qut-:-.tion of in1n1igra
tion. Thr,rc i . .; in the YotP rcJ.llv no ite1n 
dealing- ""',yith 1"h(1 snbieet to 1vhicl; the hon. 
n:errib0r can dir0ct hi.~ ren1orks; but in Yiew 
c•f H10 fa"1~ tbnr thP C'hief Secretary's Depart
ment Jealo \\'ith the nomirmtecl sy,tem of 
in1migration. I hcivc pcnnitted him to proceed 
to di•1:U:"~ that qnc~tion. But, if he is going 
to disclF"- thP gt>n0ral question on this YoteJ 
I dud! han' to stop him. 

J.[r. KERR : I think yon are right, ::\lr . 
1\.irwan. but I fll11 not prepared to lose the 
opportunity. ancl I feel confident that a, 
g-ene, a! diccT"'ion he, hecn Jlermitted on this 
\·ot0 yPar ~!.fter yenr. That is confirmed by 
" l-lansurd." If h does not cL•mo under the 
Chief Sec1·etarv\; Offitc. and vou \Yill point 
ont whcne it .does or cnr. I shail be quite 
willing to l'E· train m,' self till .then. 

Tlw ClL\IRJ.IAX: I han· pointed out the 
Yote on page 109 of the Estimates. 

:lfr. KEHR: I hope yon wiil allow _me to 
pl'Of'f'L•d ' ith to the non11nated 
··.' ,.,tc.ll. Y:;1ich not 1ccn a succcs~~ any 
mor0 than jn1111ig1at!on ~eneral1v. \Vhercas 
in the two yc·ar.S 1912-1913 Queensland w:.:.s 
rccc:vJng ~oln:·thing like 22:000 in1n1igrants, 
in 1lw . c•a;·s 1919-1920 we· receiYecl onlc· 10,000, 
anc1 in tlH~ Tren3urPr·~ tables it is shown that, 
on the avcr,q~e forth,. last four years, only £1 
pl'l' hr~td \\"as f:Htnd by thn. State, l"·hc,rea:::: 
in 1912~1r·13 th~1 expenditure fron1 revenue 
n l<Jllt' I \'a' £54.0~0. a-dd in 1914-1915. £60.000. 
~\o n1, ,,·jll :::a ... ~ dun the in1n1igranL. we got 
in thn~c d;-t'"• ,_, hn':e !!"G1L back 0~1 the State-. 
The loan 11, onf:y n:.:nt nn in11nigrn,tion has 
giYcn thf. t~:atP. 2 ,.,_Ty ~ooc1 return. ::.tnd in 
1nv o> iiJ10!l it 1.-. tin1c Qu{'l'nsland utiliFccl loan 
n:.fnH'\- for the noruinn.tiGn of in1n1jgrant::-:, or 
p~11cl ·their pLt~:3a~·,·:'3. if necessary, and fol' 
th(•ir , dtlemf~nt ~ub~P.rtur-ntlv. ........\s f2.r back 
as 1884 o,·rr £LOOO.(~·)j \Y,\~- Rnthori~c:d fr::nn 
J, 111 Llonr:•y ; iu 182 · £2-50,000; in 1890, 
£200.000: und in 1913 1 here 1vas a loan 
i>Utbori-atio<l of £97f.OOO. There is onh~ one 
thing th t can 1Jt~ ~a.id-;hat the Governn1cnt 
have Jj(,t been llrc•pc.ll'r'd tn hi'ing innnigr,·,,nts 
into lhi~; countrY. Th0 Prr-n:icr is re6t ·icted 
fron1 unngu1~ · nmnin:H,::d in1n1igrants or 
othrr·, by thP l•lar,k in the f~hting plat fonn 
t f the Labonr par.,\. 

~,~0\\-, T ·:an~ to rr·fer 
Prin<t~ }I in i~t"C'i' r~ r fL 

the 

},r A~,~: The hon. 1ne1nbcr \Yill 
in di~cn~·-ing any oihc·· a-...p~r;t 
thl11! d~·,·diJ}g with non1i-

natc·d ii1'll~"!i~l\,Il~~, f hope~ be "\Yill keep 
to th (t. 

Afr. Kincan.l 



/3upply. [ASSE:\IBLY.] SuPJ'Y· 

~lr. I\J01R: -s-on arc 
elo~clv t·o thP !lOtHinn tPd 
i- ll];plicabh• to th•• 
illliD1gr-tt1on. 

eonfi~1iug E!C' Ycr-,

Tlw Yot0 
of 

. The C'H \IR:\IA:\ : I hope tlw hon. nwmh0r 
1s .l'Ot getb11g a "\vrong imprc'-·· ion. I do !lOt 
\nsh to ,.(,~trict the <li:3c:us~ion, but in di~
cu~;_;in_':)· the~ Estin1ah tlH' hon. n101nbcr and 
f'Y('l'Y o1 !10r hon. ruen1b···r Innst connect his 
J'C'Dl<nks 1.Yith ~'JDlC particular itL'l.:.l in th(• 
Yote before the Cmnn1itte0. There j~ in this 
\·otc r:o itern that alloiYf:: a gpnr:-J:al di· cussion 
of in11nigratiou: but. by reason of tlH' fact 
th.tt J·he norninai.ion of irnmigranb is con
trolled ln- the Chief Secrctan's Office. that 
branch of the quPstion mav be dealt with on 
i.hi;;;. YOb', antl for that r'l,ason I h,_~n~ }Jnr

Jnittcd the hon. Hl('nlbcr to raise a disrn~-.:ion. 

}.lr. I\.:ERTI: Xon1lnatcd in1n1ig-ration 
nndr.T the Chief Sccn•tary's OffYcc a11d 
imn1igration lil.:::r~"',-ise. J-Io"\VE'Yer. in view of 
your ruling, I sha1l content mY'~.clf -idl , ~L'
ing that the Premier in his speeches seems to 
be in favour of irnmigration generally; but 
his actions, in v;hieh he has been racked up 
by outside authoritif,~, havf~ been rc~trirl; J 
'vith rr~ard to both nominatllc1 anll other 
forn13 ot i1nmigration. 

C!ucstion put and pas ,eel. 

AGEN'r-GEX!•:HAL FOR THE ST.\T:::::. 

The PRE:\IIER : I beg to moYe-
,, That £10.997 be grant"d for 'Ai'""t-

Ucneral for the State.)" 

The actual cxpcndltun~ la:-<t vcar cx;:-·ppdt:J 
tlw appropriation bv £2.600. b~ut it i~ antici
pated that the an10nnt 'rskcd fot· thi~ .... -ear 
vv·ill bP sufrl.cicnt. As hon. n1.ernbers will' ~f2. 
the Ataff is bt_ing roclnccd from hvenL--four t,: 
'?ight0cn: Tl1e has bPPn up to 'thirty. 
fact \\-hlch, to rr Pxt·f>nt. \Yas broug-h; 
ahon.t by \York dut·ing- the "\Yar. ~ ~\ 
great df al of w<:H'k was done for our soldier3, 
and nHtn-- Sr!.Yln.~~-s bank transaction~ to1Jk 
pl::-tcc. The In1perlal GoY-~ rnmcnt took adYa1'· 
tugt> of the t'XP' ri01~cP of Sir Thonw Robi!t
sc i,. "h,n he •ne, _\,cnt-Gencral. and th 
SC'l'YH\: ·of the Qnu:nsland staff ~."el'C> a\-;lih·,d 
Df in that n speet. but v.-c ha,-e nm.- heP:, 

to bring the ::-taff do;yn to l'i .FonabiP 

;,Ir. YO\YLES (De l!Jy): I 
knP\V wh:v there has bc·C'n no 
pc1· jn the salat· of the 
c::. has l ,;en iu ihe ca~P 
.scrYauts. \Yhr n tllP Salaries \Yas u:Hl 
di~eassion ou tbe ·. ~coEd rt..ading--'iYP had 1:0 

of di.-;ru ~sing the clauf'.es in Corn. 
becnns di- ns' ion \Ya~: s:iflPcl and 

tht:- n1casurc v ns rn·;,lwd through~t.he 
tar.v for H.a]h\'a.· .;; snid that the.' rca-.:on \\ 
th clc.duction froin t11c ~·--d~n·" 

}l(' \\'8.,'3 

I at the 
distinction en n 

agr. emc-nt. so far a:-; the ~\g,1 1lt~ 
l \'flS CJllC',"fl1'tL and an a~::;n)C'lllC'llt 

in th • Court of Indu~triar .-\rbitr•1-
tl!e l;olil't' n1agi..;:trate::: \YL'l'l' 

TlF:- PREJIUR: .:\n industrial agrccnwnt ba'3 
a definite term. 

:\Ir. VOWLE;-l: It j, du{' io thP Committee> 
tc h,_yc _inforn1ation rrg::ndi1•g the po.'3ition 
of ~Ir. Hunter. Que ·tions. have been a~ked 
regarding t.hc 1nattcr, and 1r·u haYe been tol..l 
that the infornw.tion \Yould he giYen at the 
proper tl1nc. Are two sala.ries being p.1.id? 
\Ye al~o would like to kno"\v \YhE'ther tberc 

[Jir. Kerr. 

1" ::tHy truth ir: the rurnonr th~t~ ~I1·. FihclJy 
to rPtn·e fron') tlw pO'-'It 1on of ~\g-Pnt· 

and, 1f so, "haL ah~ the iutcnt1orh 
of thP Govc~rnn1ent with r gard to his succe~~ 
snr~1JlO!'C purticularl.T· in Yicv,- of tiH' fact 
that ',ye pa srrl rcccntl~v a Bill dc'.ling ·with 

r:; J1rocluction. 1~ it 1
1
1C intc:ntion of 

GoYC:rrllnont to consider the appointnlC'nt 
nf ~owe person IYho c rrn fill ih~ hjll as the 
l!g·. 11.~ o\-~'rsct1 ~ of the Council of .L\gricul
trtn': \\ e h!lvc been told bv the Pr0n1icr 
t hn t th0 hns bPr-n re,ducc~l frmn tv . .rcntv· 
fn.LLI' to I'\ohvitlEta1• lin~ that, ~it 
':-dt lJC• that the itPnl ;: Contingencies'' 
silO\''' an of J3795. I would like to 
kno\\' if th0te is any-thing coYcrcd up in that 

-;nn- dmnng _'s, or a11:- arrnngenH~nt \Yith 
:\lr. · I-In11ter iu connert.io11 with his retire· 
Ulc!lt. On 7th Julv, 1922. the hon. member 
ff_)r \Y!rlc Bay a;;:kc~i the Prc1nicr-

.. 1. \Vhat i the total expenditure 
iapart from salaries) incurred bv the 
Go.-ernmcnt COilS·' que ut upon the ar}point
ment of :Ylr. Fihelly to the position of 
Ag·ent-General '! 

·' 2. From what date did -:\Ir. Fihclly 
conn:nence to dra1v the salary of the 
_._\.gl'ut-Gcneral '? 

·' 3. On what datH did :\Ir. Hunter's 
~ .bry as .L\..gcnt-Gcneral cu1se to be paicr: 

"4. For what period was :\Ir. Huntc;· 
appointed a-; .A.gcnt-Gcneral? 

"5. Did he reeeiYe anv compensation 
nr n1 the loss of his appoint1ncnt? 

'· The PRE}JIER rcplicd-
1 to 5. The information will be given 

to the House at the proper time." 

Thi::; i.; the proper time, and I ask for tho 
dctnil~ now. On the :::.an1e date the ho11. 
InclnlJE'•r for r:I.'oowoug n3ked the PrE,nlif'r-

'· \Yill he lay upo11 the table of the 
!Louse tho papers dealing ith tho 

it,rLttion, dcfLtion, or otherwi:o.:e~ of 
lftte . \gent-Gen,ral (:\Ir. If unter). 

and th· appoin•:n<'llt of :Mr. J. A. 
Filwlly as ..;\.gcitt.-Gcnrrul ·: 

" The PRBo!IL~ replied-
It ,\-ould not be advi able to table 

the se pa p-•rs
7 

bu '~ q uc-3ti on~ rclL. ting 
thereto wil1 be an",wcr0d ,, .. hen, the 
.:\!l0t1i:-Gc'ncl·al's l>tinwtc3 arc undt'r 
c :.~1sicleration b."- the L£:gi~1ati\·(~ \ssent
!lly.n 

I ~lwuld lj].;:::o to 
an 110 a.<·:ing 
The 11nblil, as 
ill'XiO!\·,, -,d kllO\Y 

hav(• that infonnation. \Vc 
ic ou\·. of icll,~ curiositv. 
as prt:.·lianl• ntarians, a~·e 

0 :ac: t~- ~,yhat the position j 

Tht• PRE7·f1EH (J-lnll. E. G. 'Th~odor:_) 
Fir,':)t o{ alL T details 

thr ,-ote for .. " The 
l!CJll. ll.lU:lb~l' will tlu..t "\YC ::tlC cr,king 
for ,~~S.~,'),J. The n.l'C': .:tdYcrtising. 
"'-f:231: ailow<tl1('('S tn :-1_+L +;1.100: allow·"'n' o 
t:1 t'. ·, £24 19.-:;. 2d.: ( .. blc~~ telc~u·runs, 
and u•kJ ,~590: clt <lJJin j'. £148: ExPcu-
tiYc· En nnt 'r ancll113lJeltur·s 't--:pcn~es, £202: 
ga i'l.-< :·ri(' }jght. coaL and v.-ater. £271: 

ut:-.h~ 1><;~-,tugt"s, 216: pri11ting· and 
. £144: l'r!,tc:;;. J..i:JC: rent., in,;;;ur~ 
tux~~s.- £1.490: r"pair~. £61; ~ub
to ll0"\Y' r1apcr~ and c1nb~. -:-£95: 

c(:28"f: tot L £5.230. 
:\I:'. YowLE,: How 

,_£:1.1•]:) for a1lor:nnce to 
pn·vio1's YOtYs? 

that it. n1 of 
COlll]lal'P Y.·ith 

Tile' PRE~liER: I an1 goi11g to refer to 
that: it touches the question of \Yhat is to 



:.:llp]Jly. 

be done 111 connrction 1vith the Agent
General's staff in the matter of a reduction 
of salari(;s. The hon. member must rc·:og
nisc that the staff neccssarilv must be dealt 
\Yith 011 a different basis fron1 the Queensland 
staff: it alv a vs has been the case. \Yhcrcas 
the Yarious · .. Arbitration Court av' ards in 
Queen land arc based upon the Queensland 
cost of living. it would not be fair to appl:.; 
that basis to a staff which is required to live 
in London. In London the allowance made 
lo the staff in recent years has been un a 
rnuch hir}·her ;.._,ale tl1an the cost of liYing 
allovvance iu QuPensland. It \Yill rea{lil .. : be 
appreciated that, v.-bereas in Queensland rhe 
co•;t of living nc.•vcr exceeded the 1914 figure 
by more than 90 per cent., in London it 
exccNl d the 1914 level by oyer 200 per cont. 
Therdorc, the allowance in Londou hac\ to 
be ntuch grcnJ('l. thau in ()uc0nsland. 
All the Agcncie3-Gencral in Louclon, includ
ing the I-iig;~ Conuni,_sioner's office, haYc hnd 
the same experience. \Yhen I \YELS in London 
in 1920 the staff wa> < 'JmidPrably perturbed 
because the extra cost of liYing· allov:anc ~ 
\Vas altogf"'hcr too srrwll, and their relnuncra
tion was not sufficifmt for their rospon:;.ibili
ties. I v, '-'llt iHto the question, and subse
quently adjust d tlw maltt•r. In consultation 
with the 1'ublic Service Comn;is-.ioncr here 
I arri,-cd at the ;;llo'·' am,, to IH' paid. Tllc 
cost of living has been diminishing in London 
as vvcll as in Queensland, therefo:'e, ih_ 
Agent-General has been asked to go into the 
qut,-.;tion Df allowancls and salaries in Lonch,n 
vv·ith a view to briuging the action there into 
conforrnitv with what has b0cn done in 
Queensland; but it will be some time before 
I hear what is the position in that regard. 

The hon. member further asks whethc l' 
salaries are being paid to t\YO .\g0nt'· 
GeneraL 

J\Ir. VOWLES: \Ye want to know ,,-hat th•> 
position is. 

The PRE~IIER : Salarico arc not bc>ing 
paid to two Ag·ents-General. When :\lr. 
Hunter was unable to continue, his 
appointment 1.Yas tcrn1inated, and his -,alary 
terminated. 

Mr. BRAXD: Did he get some compensation? 

The PRE:YIIER: l\io compensation was 
paid to Mr. Hunter, and no compensation 
has been inYolved in regard to the termina
tion of Mr. Hunter's appointment. I do not 
think it would be wise to enter into a di,cns
sion of the reasons for the termination Df :\Ir. 
Hunter's appointment. 

1\Ir. ·vowr.;~s: It is on the businrss side 
that -..ve \Yant infonnation. 

The PREMIER: I want to a>snre the 
Coinn1it.toc that no con1pPnsation \Vas paid, 
nor ·was sa Jar~; pn id Leyoncl the c•nd of th 
rnonth ln ·which 1-Ir. ... Hunter't: Sf'rYiccs "\Ycrc 
terminated~ I think it wa,. January last. 

l\1:r. VOWLES: \Yhat about the 5 per cent.'? 

The PRK\IIER: That is covered b.- \Yhat 
I h::nTc already ~aid with regard to th0 'acljn"t
mcnts which will be made on receipt of the 
rPport for \Yhlch I have a~kP·d 1Yith rcgarrl 
to the {Jiinini~hing cost of liYing in London. 
The Ag·cnt-Gcneral, him,"lf, has been 
appointed for a defiJlite tenn-fivc yecus 
-which i the usual t0rm of appoint
ment. IJ is sal an will not be diminished 
cxeept with his Consent; in the san1e v;ay 
thnt du~ ~alary of an.'· Dfficer residing in 
QuC'ons1and who is subject to a clofinitG con
tractual appointment 'will not be reduced. 

Supp'y. ()i3 

AllY nllo\Yance nHHlc to hlrnsclf or his :'taff 
,-,.,[Jlring- from the high cost of living in 
Lunclon~will h.' subject to whatever provision 
is ju,.tified by the reduced cost of liYing. 
1-lon. n1c1nbcr,:; should ren1ernbcr that, 
,Jthouzh £1.250 per annum is paid a,, salary 
to the Agent-General, it is by no means a 
1nunificient salary, taking into account the 
cc ~t of 1 iYing in London. So1ne Agents-

hay• fonnc1 that it has cost thorn 
a .-oar for rent to enable them to li,·e 

iu Lo]]{l;m. One Agent-General told me that 
h,) could 11ot get a housc--

:\Ir. ('o,;rELLO: ~~nnvhere in the \Vest End 
(.J London. -

Th, PHE::\IIER: This \Yas in ICcnsine,,ton~ 
Th·.:o hnn. nH:Inbcr is acqnaintcd \Yith ~ the 
lucaliry ,, 

:\Jr. ('QSTELLO : \' C '· 

Tlw PHE:\fiEH.: I Yisiicd the place: it 
\\·as bY no n1eans a nw_.nsion. but an vrdinarv 
fiar, f~r "·hich h, paid £6('0 a year. I \Yould 
rather Jiye in Queensland than in London 
j11 tl1osP circun1~tan('es. 

:\Jr. CORSER (Durnctt) : I suggest to the 
Premier that he dwuld alter the functions of 
dH• ~\gent-General, if his only function ic; to 
OJWratL' in those mattns that have concerned 
him in the past, and to draw up his annual 
1·f':wrt. 

_\t 4.30 [l.lll., 

::\lr. DrxsTAX (!iympi, ). one of the panel 
nf T('n1porary ChainncnJ relieved the Chair
nHr-:.: in the chair. 

::\Ir. CORSER; \Ye \Yore very interc,ted 
,.,-ith the last rPport by the Agent-General, 
panicnlnrlv with r<'fercncc> to beef. The 
:\gent-Gcneml pointed ont that Vestcys 
Limih•d had secured from the British Go
nrnment over £5.000.000 worth of beef. and 
rhat later on about 1.000.000 boxes of butter 
harl bcPn released on tlw market. Both 
thosp happenings militated very seriously 
against the producers in this State. I think 
it \Yould be a vdse 1nove to secure frorn the 
:\gem-General an asmrance that in the future 
matters of this kind will receive attention 
,,-hich will bP helpful to the people of this 
State. Had the Agent-General made avail
a hiP to Qnecnsland -the knowledge that such 
tltin~.r~ were to ocrur, probably producers 
ntight have lwcn ablP to take some joint 
o :tin!! \\-ith regard to handling that stnff. 
in>tearl of all m' ing it to deteriorate and thus 
··t'riou'51v affe·d· pro(lnccrs here. \i\-..-.e have 
con1nlt1i'nts arriving in Australia that a large 
.::llllO~nnt of onr buttf'r is being reca~f'd in 
Dani;:;h boxes ~~nd :3old as Danish buttf'r. I 

thiP. nHltter under the noticG of the 
some tinH ago. It is one function 

tlw "\gent-General to look after the 
.-intcrf',t.~ o( the State's producers and to look 
aft(•!' the State's products. Every ofiircr <:on
ll<'dPrl v-ith onr State ehould take that duty 
upon himeelf. \Ye hope to h,;yc wmo JH w 
;;:t_lH'l1lC' und<'r thP co-operative s~·stcn1 C'OI1-

r:tilled in a Bill r0C<'nth: JHI~"cr1 whereby wc
-..hall haY<:' .:on1conc to~ }{)ok afte-r our l~ro-

ts cn-el'f'-. ·~. It SC'('ln~· a curiou3 thing 
\Yl1il~t we haYP an _L'\r;.ent-Gcnf'ral. we

< 111;or pe-t infonnation on these n1attcrs. 

Th0 PHE:\1IER: Th2 Agent-Gonond n1ade 
~nc1 nir!t in rml!liV·tion \Yith those tran::-ac
ti(Jll~, aJH1 the Impc.,_·ial Governrnent oftlC'ers 
told him that he mnst inquire from the pro
lif 1· Go\·0rnn1ent-rhat was the Cmntnon
~w:alth Go.-ernment, who had arranged for 

Mr. Cotsej·.} 



LASSE:;\IBLY.] Sapply. 

export of th-,:-.( artic\"::;. Durivg the \Yar 

Corranolh' ealth had control of the export 
of butter and bcef. 

~.lt·. CORSEH: ·ye~. Une of the greatest 
tlouhlc:- of pru<ltKLl':-- i~ in { JllD~·ction with the 
controL handliug. aud rnarketing of their 
p1odnt ~. \Yhen('Y('l' prorluLl' i=-- haudeU ~Yer 
t·1 an\· GoYel'lllllE'nt tht·ru i.., alway:-- troublt·. 
a!ll1. l1nl<•ss the producer':; t 1 n establish on the 
0ther ..-i·:le u ~v~tern to ]Jl'oYidc for the hand~ 
ling rrnd rnrrl·ketlng u£ their produce. we 
fo'hall 11hYavs be in trouble. It i~ a pity that 
the Agenf-GPneral did 1 ot k.-~cv in tonch 
with what ''"' likelv to happc-u, S<l that a 
schc·InC' could be pro,:idcd ,,,. hi eh will nrt'Yent 
~tuff fn lling into tht· h H1cl-:; of such finns as 
Y esteys and preYent largl' quantitie' '?f 
lmtte1· being· throwu 011 to the market m 
the cc.tU:·e of a fe\\' \\"Pf:,~. 

::\Ir CoLLii\S: In other wortb. the hon. 
g€ntl::-n1an want.3 a ~o<.;ial1:-5tic State trJ come 
t{J th0 rescue. 

;'.Ir. CORSER: :\o; \Hlltt control bv the 
producers~ ·which i-, a lonu \'.:av fro'in a 
socia iistic State. 'I be AgcHt":Genc1·al. in his 
off-icial capacity. could be of V€l'Y great ass1st~ 
ance. and shm.tld look aftc::.r the lnter('st3 of 
the indiYidLmh exporting from thi' State, 
whir.h •sould be -<ilOst helnful : ·l the \Yholc 
Stat~e. Th0. hon. g,__,ntlerrl~ll c-,_nnot connect 
that with his narro id···ah of socju,li;ln. 

:\Jr. COL!.I;\': 
they art• too broad 

}Ir. CORSER: an~ probabl~- broadpr 
tha11 th0y \':PrC'; hnt botl. gentlernJn has 
e. .1t a lo;1g \vay to go yet. 

;,I:·. COLJ,1XS: ThP Lon. f.,Cntl~:1;..1_~ La:- a 
lOi!gL'l' \\ ~ty t·1 go. 

~uc u eovy cf the 
wii:h tlw l3riti.':lh Cott ·):1 

bY the 
fOr a b~~·1u of J anual'v. 
1920. Ultcl which of l . 6d. 
per lb. for cotton lH t 8 r,-fl'f'· 

n1011r sccn1:::::. LJ hnxc It HO\\' 

apfl'- t rs that it oHl. proyide"' for u three 
years' guarantee. \o.·ith a limitation Lf £10.0GCL 
\dli('h has no\V been absDrbrJ. 

TlH• PRE:,JIER: If th' hem. will 
call at uty departn1cnt, h0 eau. doctL-
rnent.:.:. 

The 
with 
hav0 
sugg: 

Pnr·;IEH: 
n1.-tt~~r. 

that at 

:Everythillg 
The hen. 
any titnc. !lOW 

'.~r. COltfiER: I an1 uot sugge:--ting any
thing. On the Prmnier's return froo1 London 
he n~ado a f:tatoment at a public mee},.ing in 
:\Ieibcurne that the GoYcrnmont had srcured 
an :; gr .·mnent with tll8 British Cotton 
Gro\Yers' Association guaranteeing ls. 6d. 
per lb. for a period of fivP years, and that 
all railway freig'hts would be paid by the 
asfo:ocintion. 1_,hat statprnent appeared in the 
daily Press, and appc ars in " Hansard" last 
sessi )11 in reply to a quc3tion asked b~y 1nc. 

The PRE:.\IIER: It was quib~ correct. 

?Ill". CORSER : 'I o-day the hon. g• ntlema n 
contradicts it. V{ e !10\V see that there is a 
£10,000 limit. That wa- not stated by the 
Premier in reply t J :rny que·:tion. 

The SECRETARY FOll. AGRICULTURE: It W'.s. 

[Jlr. C'orser. 

Mr. CORSER: I ask the holL ge1ttl<:man 
to lJl'{Jducc the original agrt:Cll!t't;t. 

The l'RE3!IEH: \Vhy did the hon. gc•lltlc·I<ul.n 
not con1c to the ofiict: and ~•'P the aiTecnL"ut? 

1\lr. CORSER: So mention i.c made> in 
" Ilalh,tnl •· of the £10,000 limit. no,· has 
auy liuLlic au11ouneernent be~_'li n1adL' about 
any Un1itation. ~-\ nth.:lber c,f people have 
·llla(L~ arrangc-ineHts and lh'aYe lea~cd areas 
of land in order to go in for cotton growing, 
bclicYinv that there -..vns E guarantee of ls. 
6d. fH·r lb. for a period of live vc-arc. VVe 
ha Ye learned that tho agn_ cment ~ practi( Llly 
expires thi:; 0 < -tl'. rrhe £10.000 liruit ha~ been 
absDrl,,_,d. Thoro has never been lt'ny publia 
l'ttu·ance in connection with tbat limit, and 
I challenge the Secretary for c'l.griculture to 
produce it. The public haYe be-en deceived 
O!l that particular point. 

Thr, SECHETARY :!<~OR \GRfCt~LTT!R&: It was 
pprfcctly dear to pcoplo of ordinary intdti· 

J:vlr. COH.SBR: ThP iu1n. gentle?E~lil is not 
of ordin 1ry intelligence, and I do not suppo3e 
ile kLo\','''' 

Mr. STOPFORD: He is a little abw.·e, and 
the hen. n1crnber for Burnctt is 0 littk below 
tf'rsons of ordin.,_1~·y :ntell~f~L·ncc. 

1\ir·. CORSER: The hDE. n1e1nh r f0r 
:,_-.r:.rgar (lD'- ;;;: not. ]JG" ;Lv V!_ o'_v l-n ~r.tl 

If t,Lc Scc;::.;tary far .1\ ?;l'iculturo 
a public st .- .. t :lnent has lh:en ntade, 

ask him to show it. 

?vh. TAYLOR (Wind,or): The e:;:pl ;nation 
that v. 1 have had from the Premier with 
l'egard to the late 1\gcnt-General, Mr. 
Hunter. js untimelJ, and it is unfortunate 
th::tt Wl' had not that explar'ltiou sooner, 
:her1 c.--.duin quc,,tions \Vere asked. I looked 

u;x1n the a11pointrnont of 1,-Ir. IIuHter as 
A-gt-nt-Gcncral as .a, good appoinbucnt. Tl~o 
Prernicr h?. ,, informc~d us that ::.\lr, 1-luntcr l.S 

~at :::;u,lary or cornpenf;'ltion. Unde:-
the c1rcun1 1-;tanct·2 y,-h]ch caused 
hi- I 'Nould uot < .1rnplain if he 
h, d I think that 
v, hi le he was Quc·cnslanU as 

.,eut-Gcner ~l~ he d1d very good work for 
this State. Under the circulnstances, I ant 
1·athcr surpri~ed to hear tha.t he is nof r~coiv
ing aHything in the \-.ay of (<Jrrtpcnsatwn. 

If tbe reports that are appearing in the 
Prc"-'- are correct and the present \g·f.~nt· 
General rnnternplatcs resigning his po~itlon, 
I v ould like to know what really IS the 
position of the State in regard to the exp8n,es 
incurred in connection with Mr. Fihelly's 
removal from Queensland to London. When 
the late Agent-General, l'lir. Hunter, went 
to Lcndon the expenses incurred were between 
£1,600 and £1,700. Surely, if an Agent· 
General is sent to London to represent the 
State, and after hr has boon there eight or 
ninn months he beeom0s .Ji ·Satisfied with the 
position and wishes to come back to the 
State, ho should refund the cxpenso the State 
wos put to in connection with his re1noval 
to London. It is not a fair thing that we 
should hav( to find several htwdr~d pounds 
in the way of expense-s, and because he fwds, 
•fter being there a few months, that the jolio 
ie di ,tasteful to him, we should bc> out of 
pocket a large sun1 of rnone.y. 

I think the salary paid to the Agent
General is a miserable salarv. I have said 
on one or two occasion5~ in~ di--·ocusAing this 
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"'-o~t'. that I do 110t think £1,25G 1:-' anythin~· 
iik(' _snHlcicnt for 8 Jnan dhciQntly fillin;.:;· 
~hat pcsition. I \Youlc1like :--0111£' t:•xp1<Jnatinn 
from thf' l)rPillicr a:-: tu ·what the positi!)!l 
n·~d ly JS. 

'll1e FHE:\IIEil (Hun. E. G. Thcoc1 rP. 
Chi!: '(!O ) : I do IJ1)t think there is \"t'l'Y rnuch 
in the rumour·, th, t have been circulated 
nbont ~Ir. Fihellv heinl{ di.Kontcnted 1.\·ith his 
po~ition and tha~t he~ C01ltCIHplatcs returning 
h1 QnC'ut~lanrl. l-ll• ha:-; giv0n llH' no hint 
"\Y.hut·•,-t'l' th ·-t he 1iHc1s the ]HJ.sition di:.:..tashL 
Ld or nneongf•nial. I haYL' had nunlf'!'OlH 
<·onlnlnnicatioll~ front htln--sornr- lH:rsonal. 
Lnt n1o~tlv in -connef'tior: 1:rith the bn··iinc:-.· 
(H the stah•-and I find hinl ap}lareutly 
t·aki~1g to the 11osltior~ ln a YPr:'\· cnthu~iastic 
\Yav. ThodP cornrnnnicntions indir:tte that 
bt'" i~ Yt'l~v k(•Pn a11d alcn 011 thP job. 
a ncl tlw t he i::; a ttcnding prorn ptly t J the 
numrrotn 1naUPrs that fll'C' cornn1unirated to 
hinl. li~._• ha;;; fnn1ishc·d l' _•ports and ad\·ic£';~ 
to Ill:· dl~partrnent~"' hich ha vc be.;n passHl 
.,Jll to the yarioufl deuart1neut ~ conC·er.ncd~ 
t )llching all kJnds of inquiries in connection 
with th0 interests of Queensland generally. 
T ilud hi1n c~xtraordina.rily keen on thr- job. 
<-tl~.d frotn n1y CXlH'rience of hiru as ~.\gent· 
Ct'ncral. I f0l'l bound to '"" that llL' is 
makiug :1 sucCC'' of th:- positiOn. I do nut 
~·n:dit tlw nullours that ha\'e be-en circulatf:':..d 
that he dca r,o• intend to n.•n1ain long in 
That po:-:it.ion. l nvtice th !t there wa . ..;; 
P:n·,_:~ cable pqrpt,irting to give )Ir. Fihdl:,·· :-. 

Yiew~, which :::tDted that he did not f1nd 
pl- cc congenjal; bnt I thlnk he nlU:t have 

bccll rr•ferl'ing to the elirnate and not to tltt~ 
position. I fPd perfectly sure that he is 
~·cJillg on \Yith -the appointn1eut. and th<:t he 
\Yiil c JlJtinu(' in ihP office for thC' ordnwry 
1t'l'lll. 

~1lr. G. P. DAH:'\ES (Warwir·k;: J am in 
.C(·~ rd v,-ith tlw :->tateulCnb rnnde bv othPr lL-1.!. 

HH 111Lc t-, that a salatv of £1.250. for v. nwn 
~~ccnp.\illg tho po~itioD. of .r\g; nt-Gcuerul ut 
lw .. H' i:-:; qnitc in::.uiiicie11t. .c\t the nmo tiu1 
\n' a l'l' in collsidt~rablc doubt a:-: to ''hat 
or.hcr a!lo\YaJ;c '5 are uwclc to the ..:..\f:!"cnt
z;,_l('i.'vi. For in,t1ll('(', \Hl fi.nd flll UlllOLLDt 

-<.of £5,400 i:-:; proyi(L:d fen· '· rPnt, printing 
.':tationc·r·, and inc~dentals.·· Yery llkelv a. 
L1ir pn ... •}l~n·tion of that Hllll goe:-:;. in alfow
.a1WC':, to the A_g·pnt-G-cn0ral. 

The Pn~~.;n;u: I 'Will 9.·iye the C,nnnlittot~ 
*lie .Jetuils if desired. '---

;\h. G. P. BA Rl';ES: It would be Yen· 
illt~ n•:3tillg to ha \'0 the infonnatio11, bccau.q"_) 
lt io, really i1npossible to critiei;·c the~ orJinrtry 
alnr..,- o[ the Ag·Qnt-Gencral un1e~s \\'e kno\V 

>Yhat· extra allo~·ance is nutdP to hirn. The 
Prcntier lll<J:d0 rcfPrencc to the high rental 
~ha rges in the old land, and I can well 
b line that a. mau occupying the position of 
Agent-G0neral cannot live in a back stroet. 
l( be i' to n'prcsent Queensland fairly and 
cf!iciently, he mu't keep himoelf v:ell in line 
with the .Jq:;ents-Ci<meral of the other States. 
{··therwi ,c Queensland vvi1l suffer. I UEl 

inclined to believe that a fairly large sun1 
<J\-cr nild abo,·e the £1,250 i.s allowed lF \Yay 
·Gf expeEsc". Pcrh )vs thcL'e is a spccili~- ~utn 
aJlmycd. 

Th0 J?nK.\l!f.R: The ho11. nlen1bcr <;:urelv i..; 
a.\Yal'C that thrrc i~ a rental allo·.vanc~ · · 

:.1r. G. P. BAR~ES: \1.-,. a,·.- g-ctting
inforrnation a~ WC' g-o along·. 

ThP PRE>I1ER : Surch~ th: h(!IL 1nPn1bcr 
krww that~ · 
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-;\Jr. G. P. BAR.NES: quite i1naginPd 
that that wonkl be the case. However. it 
\H uld appc_ u· fron1 the ·di~cussion this. aft.Pr
noon that hon. ll.!.C'tnbl'l'::i are in ignorance as 
tu \Yhat furthei' sum~ are nllowcd to the 
-~~·Pnt (;pJH·ral by way of expcllses. 

T}H' PRE.\llER: There i:J a £500 rcnt.ll 
n11o··-anre. and the Agc1Jt-Gcneral gets actual 
out-of-po:>kPt f'"'~pcn~cs whPn he is trayelling-. 
Tl: a re the> oll]y a llowattCP:'l, 

~.lr. c;. P. IL\HXES: Thnt is intC'"~'f>~ting: 
bur ~o~nc• n1c-n art~ noi as capable a~ odH•r 
l'f ('tJt:tloJlJw, TTU\·p1Jing CX!h.'ll2l 

T!:,, l)I:E.:_\UER: 'l'he an~rng·e atllOUIJt of 
i ra ,-clling e'·pcnse·, incurre-d Lby the Agent
tiel!' ral d!J('S not excc0d £50 a year. 

~.Ir. G. P. 13 \RNES: That iJ infu1ito·".in1al; 
;:u~d if ~lr. Fihclly succePds in lin1iting hi~ 
(·xp~·nsc~; to a sn1a1l surn like that) he i.'3 
c(•l'tainly setting a 'Vonderful exan1ple cotn
p:.: 1 _d with tho cqJen::::c•"- of some Ministers 
in C._H""' ·nslanLL 

ThL· PRE~IIETI: The Agellt-General has very 
1in:~<' o;:·{_u.:3ioll to travel. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR:\ES: A certain amount 
oi' rra ,.,.1Jing ehould be undertaken. There 
ar • otlH r ports be•idcs London. and wo hear 
fi·t ClUl'Ittly of tile opportqnitie;;; offering for 
Lu::-inc•,.s in Liverpool and ::\lanchester. rrhat 

Eer~s,itate the Agent-General visiiing 
pla.· in order to make full inYesliga-

tJ and a;:)ecrtain ·whcthPr 1narkets oth0'" 
than tltc L8ndoJ.1. 1narkets ar(~ open to our 
product~. If the Prmnic·r \Yould let us know 
\Yh ~- the Agrnt-Ge11t>l'.1.1's expenses were la::::t 
~Par i.ll1dL'l' thl' variou~ headings: then WH 
\\-onlcl be in n po>":iitic:n to fonn .a fuirly 

i't u rare ide;_l a to the actual cxpensos of 
tLP .Ae,·c·Ilt-Genj ruL 

~\[r. MORGA \ (Jiurilla) : I ,,-ould likt, dw 
PL'll11~f'i' to giYe the Corn.:mittt•c so1ne iHfor

L~ to whrrt the ..'\gcnt-Gcllcral r0ally 
in Grcut B1 iLtin; also whether the 
rl'ports are kept. up. Last year I 

J!l~;dt• :-:-n:"'·gc!·:tiun th~tt the Agl~nt-Grneral 
],, "·ked to ···1pplc monthlc- reports fo~· pub
hcation through th0 l)1·c:::.s us regards the 
dcmatd 1111d the price·, ruling for Queen,lan<:l 
produc-t:-:;: L-S bnttcl' 1 cheese, n1eat. etc . 
That \VJ"g thought ta be so gcod 
that thl• ..t)H'rn:ier adopted it, aE.d for f::Olnf:~ 
til!!l' \H' bact rnonthly n~ports £Ton1 ~vir.. 
llnntt'L which wee" published in tho Prcas. 

At 4.50 p.m., 
The CnATRii!ACoi (:\L:. Kir nm, Brisbane) 

t't•sunlcd ~he chair. 

i\Ir. 1\IORGA::'\: That seems to have 
since }1r. Hunter bccarne ilL and 
little m· nothing of what has ro:clly 

lwppc·ncd sine:. I would like to know if 
tlL Prt'tuicr will begin to get this informa
rinn a;;ain, eo thrrt the people outside 'vill 
kno1Y -.: hat is going· on. I think the informa
tioli .,hould be circulated throug·h tho Press. 
eo t.hot we may know exactly what is happen· 

in regLtrd to rnarket·, in Great Britain 
otlwr ccntYes. U;;fortnnatclv. our beef 

i" nDt ~ellinp; very well in Grea( Britain at 
thl' present tin1e, nnd we have very conflict
] ·i-· report."' h·orn the old country. I saw a, 
..... 1 lt •rnent in the Pn<'JS b-: the Minister in 
C'La.rge of St1te .E11tcrprisCs that· Qnef'nsland 
l>Ol'f ·,.as ,,oiling- as high aJ lld. per lb. in 
Eng-lanJ. 

IIon. \\·"". FoRe \X S1I1TE: That is right. 
The An~trnlian rneat trade ought to b~ 
nl·g<,utiscd on the other sidt'. You ought to 
~,~·lkl trnde 6rganiserR oY0r tbcre. 

Jfr. Jfor:l(ln.] 
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:\lr. :\IOl{lj~\:\: I quite agree 'vith the 
hon. gcml0man; but the point is, who is 
going to con1n1encc the organisation? Should 
it not be the \vork of the Govcrnn1ent to 
lead in that direction'! Should not the Agent
General dra\Y up Ft business-like schen1c .. in 
conncc;ion ''"ith which v.'e could discuss ,,-hat 
\• ould be be.ot to be done'! It is all verv 
well for the hon. gentk·nan to state in the 
Pn"s th:1t that is ;.-hat should be done. 

lion. YV. FORGA)i S)I1TII: As a 1natter of 
fact, the Uoverrunent have intin1atcd that 
an~- cndc 1vonr to organise the n1oa.t trade 
of Queensland ,,-ill be assisted. 

:\Ir. '\IORGA:\1: \Yhy not lcatl in a6sist
ing the }ndustl·y? 

Hon. IV. FoRGA:-; S}IlTH: Do You ,,-aut 
tlw (_~overnn1cnt t.o do the whole ·thing'? 

:\Ir. i\TORGA:\': !\o, not altogether. \Vhy 
shonlc! the Gu\-Cl'lll11Cut not prepare a scheme, 
aiJd then ask the 1110at prodncers to approve 
of it? 

Ho11. \Y. FonGAX SmTn: T!utt i> 'vd! 
\rorthy of consid( l'ation. 

C\Ir. :\lORGA-:--;: \\'o all know that some
thing shoulcl be done, and \Ve ventilate our 
opinions in the Preos; but nobody is doing 
anything. \Ye want smneone to take a lead. 
The GovNnment should take the lead in 
this n1atter. \"\ye \Vant so1neonc to say, "Here 
is a t5cherne," and t-o subn1it that scheme to 
t.h<• people concerned for approval. 

The PRn!1Ell: \Ye have suggested this to 
the cattlemen and graziers, and have undcr
takt1lt to discuss such 2J schcrnc, but l have 
heart! nothing from tlwm. It is primarily 
their businf',s. 

:!\lr. MORGA:\': I am sorry they have not 
done anything. I could give information to 
the Committee showing- that 've are not 
getting a fair deal for the cattle which are 
being sold to freezing "·orks under pro
prietary control. 

The PmonEH: There are too many middle
ll1C'lL 

:\Ir. :\IORG~\X: Unfortunately, the cattlc
nwn have not beo1 organised as they shonld 
ha,-e been. The wool people, who control 
the srde of wool, just put enough on the 
market not to glut the market, and obtain 
a fair price for the wool. Tho butter people 
control butter in the same wa1·. The wheat 
people control wheat, and put "on the market 
the quantity which will enable the producers 
to get what they are entitled to. The beef 
people are the only ones who are not organ
ised: we are a di.,organised rabble. \Ye are 
wholly and solely at the mercy of the people 
Yvho have been fleecing us for a number of 
years. \Ve pa.~scd recently a Bill to organise 
tlw primary producers, and I hope the 
mc~>m·e will haYc the effect of doing that, 
ant! I "·ill a>'sist all I can in that direc
tion. The prim"'ry producer "·ill then get 
a fair price for his products. \Ye do not 
want to forn1 a ring and rnake the consun1er 
]·Ja.y exo1·bitant prices; but we say that tho 
consumer shonld pay a fair price. \Ye say 
that.. if it wets 25s. per 100 lb. to produce 
fat cattle, we should at least get 25s. per 
100 lb.; but. unfortunately, we are not 
f;Nting anything like 25s. per 100 lb. now. 
\YP are not getting more than 12s. or 13s. 
pt'r lOO lb. for beef that is costing us 25s. 
tJ produce. 

3.1r. CoLLIXS: You arc coming on ,-ery 
llJ('~?ty. 

[lVlr. Jiorgan. 

:\h. :\lOR.GA:\: It i, a matter in '"hiclii 
I ta.kc• a kP"ll intPrc;;;;t. Those concerned in 
thC' llrodnction of ·\Yool, \Yh~at, but_tcr, chccse7 

am! lncon control tho· .• mdustrws to-day; 
aud \YC ·,honld h~l.YC co11trol of n1c.1t, but, 
unfortunatelY, ':'-:e haYe not been organised. 
Clnh· 19 per' ccDt. of the beef killed in Aus
tralia got's outside tho Commonwealth, and' 
the _,_..\L~:-Jtralian n::.urket jg goycrncd by the 
pt·icc of th_ct 19 pet· cent.; 81 per cent. of 
the' bed is n--:d in Anstra.!ia. This 81 per 
cc·nt. should goY0rn the price, and not the 
~mall amount of 19 ncr cent. that is sent 
out of A11stralia. Lu.fortunately, '\Yf~ arc in 
t~H' po:-::ition that therl' is no one to lead us. 
1 should be glrrd if the :Giiui,ter in Charge 
o~ State Enterprises \Yonld cndeaYOlH to get 
a f('port fron1 the _L\._~cnt-GenC>ral as so.on. as 
pc .. -.. ihle a.s to the adYisnbleness of estabhshmg 
a dc-p6t j n Great Bfitai n, -so that, \H' can 
~appl:v tlH' distributing agents in Gr.('~t. 
Brit a in with Qnccnslancl frozen meat. _Y\ f. 

"·ill gladly assist in a scheme of that kmd. 
_\!though the GoYernmcnt may not repre
~f'nt 115 nollticallv. we are CJlUte broad
Blinded e1;ough to~ knovv on ''hi eh side our 
bn•ad if' buttered~ and we \Vill jun1p at the; 
a~sistaiH'\~ of the GoYerilHlC'llt in this direc
tion. That would not only assist us, but 
it ,,-ould lwlp the State stations, which ar~ 
the lttrge't cattle properties in Queenslann 
to-day. 

lion. \V. FoRGA); S)IITH: It would be a 
n'rv good thiniT for the State stations. 

:\Ir. CIIORG~:\': Tlw .. Auditor-General'" 
rr·port shows that it costs the State stations-
21s. a. vcar for each head of cattle, so that 
tlw Sta'te cannot n-ar c .• ttle cheaper than the· 
ordinarv individual, if as cheaply. If the 
State s·tations .'ell their cattle which are· 
costing- 21s. a year a head to produce, at 
12s. or 13s., they are naturally going to be 
at a considerable Io-s. I know that at the 
prc-,ent time the Sla~e stati:ms are , takn;g
a<h·ar)tage of the htgh )Jnces rulmg rn 
Svdncv. and are not sending their cattle into· 
tlie Bi·isbane vards. where there is a glut. 
(h,-ing to t hci·e being no contr:ol we have· 
bc'<'ll sending lot'' of from 1.300 to 1.600 hca.d 
of ''tttlc periodically for the last rune mt;nths 
to the Brisbane vards, and the pnYate· 
butchers-and, no ·doubt, the State shops 
also-have made greater profits than .cve1·· 
br-fon', and haYe been charging exorbttant 
ra to-. The Sta.tc butcher shops will per
haps -how a big profit; a_nd. if they do, we 
can imagine what the pnYate butchers '"'ll 
do. be< a use it '"'!! be adnntted that they can 
nm their shops much cheaper than the 
State butcher shop. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAK S:\!TTH: A butcher run
ning hls own shop ·wit:l the as'c-istancc of .<'L 
mnn a.nd a bov can natural!;· conduct hrs· 
bnsint'~S chrrrpPl·. 

:\Ir. :\lORG.-\X: I <1uitc agree with the hon. 
g-entleman. Here in Brisbane I suppose thcnc 
<~l'C' hYc'nt:Y or thirty plares, f'arh of \Yhic!·~ 
treats onlv a ff".\ .-.~ttlc, ,md the:· all 
,]ang·htf'r their 0\Yil cattle>. 

II~n. \Y. FoRG.I\.X s~liTH: ThC're are llH·)f6 

than thin:v. 
:'.Ir. :,rcmG~\:\: \Yell, there oue;l1t onl: 

to l--.,, one plarc 1-o tl·cat all the cattlo 
n'C!Hircd hcrP. \Yh:,~ c:-tnnot \YC haYe up-to~ 
date Abattoirs in Brisbane to deal with ::ill 
the' stoek rrqnircd for the Brisbane 111arket '? 

If we had public abattoirs, i~ 
i5 p.m.] would cheap0n th8 cost ot 
· handling, and that would mean 

cheaper meat for the people, while it wouk 
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gi'"<' n belt<'>" r..turn to t.hc producer. That 
vvas the schcuw of the G-overnrncnt at one 
time. ccnd we thought they YYere going to 
undertake that, bnt, unfortunrrtely, they chd 
not. If tltc C:DYCrnn1c-nt. haJ. gone in for 
State abaitoirs inste-ad of opening the Stat~ 
butcher ~hops, it \\'Ould ha\~e been very n1uch 
better for ey·e,. body. 

T!w CHAIH;\IA:'\ : Order ! 

~.lr. :\IORGXX: I am sorry 1 got ayyay 
from the subject of the Agent-General, but 
it is all wrapped up in his department, 
beran"'e \Y() \Yn.:nt hin1 to tlo son1ething to 
help 1lw meat industr.v. Dcfore 2'\Ir. Filwlly 
left Quec•ml;;nd he aid the.t he was not 
goi11g to attend public banquets in London. 
and ir \Y,lS not going to be an ornnrne11_tal 
po<tion. Lut he ~,_-as going t? be a real ln o 
AVC'llt-(;('1JCi'll. \Yho was go1ng to be 1noro 
Jik~_, a <·onllJH '"cial tnt"- t<llcr for Queensland. 
That is jn~,t ·what \VC want. \"f c do not. \vant 
an ARL•nt-C enora l 1naking after-dinne-r 
spccchr·; and g:lzzling cha11~pagne, .n~.n:-attr1· 
how pleasant It may Le to the mmvrdual. 
V\.,. 0 want a live, up-to-date cmnrnere1al 
tran'llcr. IY e wftnt him to get all the infor
n1ation he can about our n1arkots the-re, ,and 
\'l-e do not \1·ant that inforn1ation pigeon
ho]('d. but we yyant it distributed as quickly 
a> pos,,iblc \Ve want it sPnt out to Queens
land and distributed through the Pres'. so 
that those who li,-e 500 or 600 mil<·l from 
Brisban(' will know what is happening iu the 
Agent-Gc1wral's Office. That information 
should be mad" aYailable to evorybod,,, and 
should not be supplied merely to the 
l\finisrcr. 

Hon. IY. FoHGA::\ SciiTH: Any gen0ral 
infornn1tjon \YhiC'h T have received from 
ovrrs1 Js is alw8~.::; given to the co1nn1unity. 

::l[r. ::IIORGAX: I admit that the hon 
g(·ntlcnwn haR given a Jot. of inforn1ation 
to the l'r<'ss, but I would hke to see more 
inforrnr:.tion given with regard to out· 
markets. \Ye saw in the paper the other dav 
where on1· bc•:t Australian butter was marked 
as Danish first-class, and the second-class 
buttPr ',''-as ~narked a~ Australian first-c]a~s. 

Hon. \\~. FonG '.X S)JITH: I have seen +hat 
dnnc in du"' old country n1ysclf. I have seen 
the Australian butter turned out on a slab 
and 'old as Danieh butter. I do not know 
if that practice is carried on nov.'. 

Mr. ]'.IORGA'\: I think it should be the 
dntv of the A~ent-GcncreJ or his officials to 
disr-~Ycr the persom. YYho do theca things. 
n nd in~titut0 p1·os0L nt.ion~-: against them. 
There n11"t be a la,,. in Grea.t Britain to 
prm·id<• for the pro, ccution of pc 0plc who 
rc:::-ori- to tho~0 prncticc.s. If there is no Ja,,-, 
ilH'll I <lr:::l ~urc thaJ. if rcprc-'if'ntations are 
rna to C~ecat. Brjtain bY the diffcr0nt _\n:"-

UoYPrnmcnts. then thp In1pcrial 
GoY0l'Jll.d-·nt ',ill nnt.hori.::c a Dill to go 
tlFou~h Par1ir:rt.10Jlt to cnabJt--. us to pn>E'Cutc 
~uch nfi'(·lldPrs. 1'\-h ;;:bonld ou1· good Aus
tndia n butter be old as Danish lmtter; and 
v·ln· clwuld om· rrood Austealian bed b0 old 
n·,, hn.Ying· enn1( frorn tho /':.rQ"flntinc, or 
Canada, nr Hll\"''-hPJ'P cJ c? \Yhcn \.ns
tralin pT:1dncr", ~ucb n good article as ,,-e do, 
we chonld get the full en Jir for it. There 
i~ no hr·tt0r '~-~f'f'f producr>d in any part of 
the ·?·orld than tlmt ]lroduc<'d in Queensland. 
Th0 lwc :· we prod uco in different parts of 
Austrnlio, fat.tPnf'd on the natural grasses, 
has been proved to be equal to tho best beef 
in '"':V other part of the world. I hope the 
Minister will give full instructions to the 
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.\ge11t-Gcneral to he ~ur~· and Jet _us. k~to"'...
al\ that is happt~Jriug 111 connection with 
markets on the other sicle. 

Hox. \Y. FOHG.L\' s:\IITH (JiackaJ!i: I 
haYc listcncd to tlw hon. gentleman w1th cc 
u;ood deal of intere:.t. Ho ha•. put before 
Ihe ConunittPe ~nn1c idea::; of a constructn-8' 
chnracter \\·hich n1;_1~t in1prr;;.s every ~nen1b?r. 
I '~'i~h to say 'f'Oincthlng jn connect~on \Ylt~. 
tLc or\ranisa.tion of the> meat trade 1!1 Great. 
Brltai;~. I qnvtu1 figures q~tite l'cce~1tly, a.nd 
I abo gave u, table of pnus dcalmg Ynth 
thr ... --\u:-;tralian rncat. industry, a11d sho\YCd 
i hl rC' \YHS a great llisparih' bct\Yc.en vd~at 
the prodncl 2_'·- jn Queensland ~·rceiYed tor 
their 111c at an(1 t:lC price at vvh1eh the 1n~at 
was ~·old to the consun10rs in Groat Britain. 
l haYP also poiJJtl d ont in the Press h·.orr: 
tirue to tirnc the ueces~it >. fDr bott er organtsa
tion in Ureal: Rrhai11 rC::arding the 1~1nrkcr_s 
overser:..; to "'.Yhich \Ye send our product~. I 
ha,Yc in n1i11d ihe PxarnplC' that 1cras Sf~t by 
such iii'D1s as Xcls-1ns and ihe River Plrrte 
l\Ic1t ConnHn1v~ and other ]argP 1neat con
CC'l'll~ han~llin'g f!·ozcn n1( at in Europe. 
Years ago t}1P~'l ,·,·as a trcrnondously str?ng 
p1·ejnJice an1ong;~t the British veoplc aga1n~t. 
frozen n1oat. v1hicl1 aff<}ctccl our markets 1n 
Great Britain. The firm of Xelsons, \YhicL 
i" an _ \rgcntine ilrrn, recognised this preju
dice aq;ainst frozen nwat, and took step::: tc 
deal with it. Thev opened shops throughout 
Eugland and Sc.otlund, and in _a. short 
f'pac·~ of time there \Yas a shop 111 eYcry 
t mm of any importance. In that way 
:\'elsons wero ablo to supply then· frozen 
n)cat direct to the consun1('J's at about half 
the price of the home-fed pr'.'ducts. They 
had 0xpert salcsmen also drawmg the atten
tion of customers to !hC' adnmtage of frozen 
meat and the' '""Y it should be proper!: 
treated in the wav o£ cooking and so on, 
and in 'that v,av tl}c commoditv vas carried 
right into the "homes of the )le?ple. That 
could be done 0qnallv as well w1th the pro
duce from QnecJJRlflnd. I han> discussed the 
matter with a large nnmbor of people who 
a re acquainted with this mbject. and they 
arc satisfied that tlwrein lies our sah·ation. 
:.:o far as the 1nr:at trade is <.oncernPd. 
En•ryonc recognises the tragul:t from. !ht 
Statt' point of Yicw of thP present po:thon 
of the moat indnstr•·. If \VC conk] find 
markets, it would b0 ·profitable to eYcr~·onP 
on;:ragcJ in it. .·11Ll wonld be the means of 
ns•isting the nncmplo:mcnt problem .. If the 
lllCl.t indn~h·-.;' is carried on to 1b full 
( apac1t~v, it fnp d1S tbP_ cnlplo~vl11f''!t of a 
la rap numhf'r of nH'l1 rhrcctl,\. and a 1arge
Jll;l~1bl?r indirect}--:,-. It lJ.tean~ the cn1ploYl1H'11t 
of Jn,•n on thc- -Jntions, rncn on the raihYuy"'r 
ntcn in thP meatworks, 1n\·'n on the \vharY0S 7 

and mPn in the ships. all handlin&< thM PFO~ 
dud; ~o that a~1y schenJP of a coDstn~c1tl;- 3 
charncter tr.at c·m hP pnt fonYard shonru oc 
cntPrtajned hv this Conll11ittee, and rhonld be 
put into opcJ:,<.ltion. 

I knmY that the sehPmc will have to be 
submitt"·d to thm. interested. Personall~·, 
I think that, if '-.-e oJ g"~ln1scd th0 trade our
sPhc'e, WP could sell <>t 7d or Sd. per lb . to 
ihe f'OIJSH111Pr;:;; inatcnd of lld., and std1 giYO 

the producer~, here about twic-e ~.\bat thPy are 
.c-Pi:i1lg ut thr pr0scnt tinlC for thci,r eattle; 
Somr:hing -hould be done by the graz> rs. ano. 
the Govcrnn1ent. haYc inti1natcd thmr agre?
n1_cnt with an'"," se!Jen10 on ~ound lines that lS 
l il,elv to as'i~t. I think something could be 
done" by imposing a kv.v .of, say, Is. or Is. 6d. 
a hNd on cattle, hy YYhJch, m the cour,.e of 
time a vcrv large fund could be accumulated. 

' .Hon. TV. Forgan SmW1.] 



woulc1 u:-:. to stsrt ~')lltethlng in 
dirc,ctiou. lf \\-l'l'C undcrs:ucd hv those 

l'L'r:3o~l:;; in Great B1·ltain who are hU·1-dliu·'' 
tlli_' rntLh' to the clt_ of our inter(' 
t i1 · r Ql~l''-.:n~lanJ a.nd gt'lH'rall, had 

ckiin-itt~ sc:hmn2 o! nature in Yiow. and 
\\'Cn· in earnc·--:.t in putt"lll?: it into operittion. 
~tdj~L,tDH':-lts 1nig·ht LH:- rnu.ctc which wonlL1 

i11 incrc-r, r_,d pricr}s. 1 b--licvc, a:.; otht..'r 
:.nc.n1bcrs hcrn~ sug:gesh~d. that the Hritish 

GoYc·nnnent ~h011lcl b0 t~skcd to COl)JL' to our 
a-- ,j, 'Clllf '- During the war the producers of 
.Au..-;tralin did not get anything like the price; 
fur thei!.· prot~ut ,. that. those of the \rg·cntine 
;m<l other cotmtric, got. Queensland me-at 
·wn'3 re~f'rYcd fur wa-;_· purp-oses at low price:-:: .. 
theL by enabling the P_._rgentine people to 

Ynorc control of thr English ma.rket than 
And in dealing with this question the 

cannot be overlooked that the majority 
of con1panic13 operating in the .t.\.rgent]n{' are 
largely British c-on1panies. I re1nember 
s{ ing about e1eyen years ago some figure:-: 
given in the British House of Cornmons to the 
effect that the dividends paid to British share
holders fron1 in reo;tments. in the Argentine 
<~mounted to something like £150,000,000, 
anJ that surn uiust bP rnuch greater now, 
inJicatiug that large financial interests in 
Great Britain woul-d oppose ;.,ny attempt by 
the British Gov. rnment t.o give us a pi fer
Pntial tariff or other adYantagt-'~. 1--Iowever. 
tlwt should not deter us from making rcpre
,untations in that dir('Ction. 

The remarks I hav. n1ade ·with regard to 
meat apply also to othe-r products. I men
tioned, by ·way of intcrjcc:tion, that I had ~e-en 
t~ucPn•-land and Aust1·alian butter sold as 
'Danidl. At that time. some years ago, the 
Pm·p Food arcd Drug-- c'cct d<-~lt with the 
etar:dar-d of pm·it;-- of produch f"rpowd for 
fale. The QtH 'llSland butt'2r

1 
of cour;:;:e, 

~·cnninp; up to the high standard set, could 
c·Jnipare with J)~nish Lnttcr~ bu~ after the 
bqx \Yas thro·wu u way and destroyed there 
\YU:; no prot<?<' L~on of this State',, intercsb. 
The onlv remedy is that we should haYc our 
DlYil tra'dc orgllnisations overseas follo\vlng 
the lJuttcr thruup;h the Yarious chaunel~ Iv 
vvhcrp it is T _\b:ti1Pd. 

l think it ],, a ~c\.utdal that, althouc:lt ... -\LlS

tra;ia is p1rt of the British d·on1iniou~ and 
prodt:.:><'s goods of very excellent quality, the 
hmne lllark('ts ha\·e bec'n gluttCcl by the pro
dncr• uf other coun~rif, not within th(~ 
Ji~Inpil·c, to th~-' detriment of Australian pro
:luCI-1' 'The rC'1nedv lie; in our ov:n hand~. 
lf \YL' Ol'gani.:-e our ~owu production prop2rly 
and have: our 0\'1: n trade represe-ntatives in 

1narkct \vhcrc ir is proposed to dispo0"' 
then we can umtro] the sale of our 

and follow it through all ohannek 
so1nr>thing thcs(' 1 i:It :· CT!l Ut~ 

Take Borthwicks \Y c know that 
t!:e~' have been a.ble- to run longer seasons 
thar' n:hcr nH~at.1vcn·ks simply because they 
are ab1e to d;~po .~: of their products throng·h 
a linn who haYo shops in CYOl'.Y large city 
in Grc '.t Britain. I con1TI1('1H.l the hon. lncnl-

1J~"!' fo1· ivlnrjlJa for r[!lsinr;; this mnttc~:, vdt1ch 
is of trcmcnr!ous i:Jt res'_ to Queensland, and 
I thi nl~ all should get togeLher and 
de ~idC> ·vvhereby our selling 
l'g·ani~'1tio11 1nay be i1nproycd, and in 

imprm-ing that improve the standard ot 
production in our Stat .'. 

'!\1r. NOTT (Stanlqii: I was very plc>ased 
ro !war the remarks of the hon. mc-mbcr for 
::iiurilla and to note that r, Ministr1· of tho 
Cra vn ~N~'S sonu:- good in them. I think ViO 

[Hon. 1Y. Forgan Smith. 

Supply. 

LaYP llot had altogcthc· 1~ a fair deaL con
th~~ c!ua1ity of our produce ~l'Dt to 
1-Ybcther ntctlJ. 1nlUPr. Ol' chc0~e. I 
]n a~:cord with the hon. g-entlc1nan 

to in ying that a g;r~·at dP~l Juts 
to he, clone bv th:' n1c•n engaged 1n the tndus-
trif the ~apvointn1ent o( alllc HH~ll to s~e 
thai ir~t:.·1-r -~'3 oYf'r ·--n~ nrP watc}H::d In 
u 1'i.H~!--,' c·ompetent. ltUJJlllC'l'. To a lnrge {'Xtent 
,-,~· .flpplllrl on A.gcnt-Gener[t1 to do thi~ 

tlJHl ill respect t lH' -" lary of 
does not cull for any rPrnark~ since 

g·oes fro:11 ht•re ar~d ' knew hi~ 
. .___But, consid::.•ring the nrnount ?f 

P'! we~ should be nb1e to get from th1s 
~lepal'tnu_:_,nt over~tas, the salaries paid to sorne 
oi tllp·offw··rs arc wofully inadequate, because 
\'i"f.' :c-;hou:c1 have rncn then" of Ycry g-reat 
nb1l1t~~i' and integrity, 50 that we can be sure 
the'\' will have a knowledge of th.; whole of 
th,_: bn.,inc·,,_ If you think ~-JU <an get _men 
at £4\1. £500. or ,.£600 \Vith those qua-lifica
tion '• I think 'you are very gre<ttly in error. 
I hoJw the -day will come when this depart
n1cnt w·ill be reorganised, and vve shall have 
some officials on the -bJf of much greater 
npacit:' than in the past. w that very much 
."--.reatrr use 1nay be 1nade of thclr servlCeS 
0\'f'l'.:::iPas. 

!llr. BEBBINGTO:\ (Dmpton) : I would 
i ik(' to sa v "t word or two in regard to ?P~n
ing up tradin'_; places in. 9"reat Br1ta1n. 
'l'h,t j, a- very good propos;twn. I remem
b(·r t!1at. 1vhe-n the Atncncan meat c-:n~
h::tni, i sturte·d to spnd nH Rt to England 111 
;lhottt 1902, they were in somewhat. the s;rr_lB 
lJusitiou as the ... 1\.u~tralian c01npan1e~ are 1n 
;-;0\-:. and the'' r .. eived perhape a t-hird of 
tlw ya]ne of their prodw 0. They opened up 
!:if'."t "'hops in rnost of the large- C'ltlcs. In 
FngL_nd. 

Hon. \Y_ FoRGAX S:IJJTH: At the iwesent 
tim.e the-v ha.Yc shop~ in cYcry centre of 
pupu1atio'n throu~hout. ·G: L'at Britain. 

IIEBHI~GTO:'\: ;,u>tralia has no 
course but to follo\\T -in thor·P- step~, else 

~O·od deal o£ the Au·~.< ralian n1c:lt will con
tillnt' to fi.nd its Y. ~t.V iut.o tho'.e shop; and be 
.)ld a~-:. .An1erican rnc(.t. A good few. years 

t:~go Anwric.:!n b_a.con was. nothing hl\e as 
g-ood bho Engb~h and ln:-.h bac:)!J. Every 

::1IH1s of tons of AlnE'rican ba"on 
salt-~not cnred-v>cTe s0nt to thP

and Irish factorie~, cured there, and 
ba<'k as }·. )t Eugli:;;h or Irish baro_n. I 

was in lhc l:-· rYi( :> of the ~Iidlae·i Ra1lwa.y 
Company, in thPir ;-,hipping dcpartn1en.t, for 
sr:yell years before I canle to _._1\nstraha, I 
h~.,-~ ... ~et"l inYoiccf:l co:mc fron1 A.rrwric_;=tn 
bon~~r,:- co11:-.ignlng the bacon ti1 the f::tctoncs 
i11 Eug-land ;:_nd Ir0lo,ncl; and ~he same baron 
\. ent brv.k cured, \\Tapped ~P 1n _eanyas bt:~~r
in,<>,· the i1nprint of _bc5t. English or Ir~sl1 
ba(·<)L. T'hui, is \Yhat iS bc1ng ilon now w~tn 
Au'tl~lian me~t and buttc-J·_ 'With tho Mm
l.;tPl' I bC'lioyc -v.-c could. bring about a. 
rcvi;·[ll if \VC had on the :::an1o 

• '" the old JIIIcat .\et, which 
b(~en inopc1·ative fnr tPn 

al nu:~;at-,vorks and butter 
tHi·der that Act. Thc
>honld he a lcYy of 

on all c 1 ttlt•-owners 
cattle and that monov wa,s loaned 

out ut n 1ow' rate of inte>rc-stu fo-r ~usiness 
purpo,Pc. All that money :--:as rerJatd: r:nd 
,, hen it was no longer rcqmred for bmldmg 
factories and Inc-a.tworkr the fund was closed 
and the- n1oney r.=p::~.id to those ,vho had 



·COntributc·1 it. The S<'crc•ta.rv for _\~ri' n~--
'-ure probabl~- v agree th'3t then: is <-L 

::nod utn ·-· llich fl Jt hc-cn e:laiuu·d. 

Th~~ 8Ec-:nET.\UY :Fon _\cnr..: rLTCRE: 1 tbiuk 
ihPre is ~·onlP. 

:\lr. BEBBIKG'J'OK: I r mtributr :! a fait 
'trnoo..uJt -,·hich l did 1101 clalnt; nnd a goo.d 
rnany ulol'L' I pl'{'f'.UtlH~. arc itt the 
·atE·~ po:::itioll. th~~t n1onoy i11 haud 
c-nabi<'d mcah,otko to built up.· 
our Parlicr clair~r c<nnpanil•:;:. v:;Prl' al~: J 

up from that fund, ll'hich 'cn·c,] a 
u:;cful So1ncthing of th. kind 
t:ould Le into fon·t~~ ;_.gai::. 

Quc::,tio11 pnt and pa~- cc1. 

AUDIT OFH{ E. 

The FRK:\HBH (Hon. K C. Theodore, 
('ftillarfor): I beg to mov,-,_ 

£15_.123 be !fr.mtcd frL· 'Audit 
Oftic'c.' 

There is a srnnll dpcrP.,::;e in thi:::: Yotc, 
brought abcut by a.djuE:tnLnt3 of salaries. 
Practically all the otlwr items remain a' 
they v, ere, except that th0rc i~ an increase
of £100 on the votp for "Tran·llin:; Exponce;; 
of Inspector,. ' ThP actual expenditure last 
vear on that it0m was £2.700: and £2.600 
1s 110\Y being a"kcd for. 

l\ir. VOWLES (JJalb~•): 'Will tlw Premier 
give us sornt~ inforn1ution regarding the 
Auditor-General's rrport 'c It seems that wo 
trc going to havP .a rush. with t-.· o da,-, 

crowded into onc-----jnd .. ilJ.g by the rnotion of 
which notice v .t;;. given to-dnv. T~lL" 1nem
bers of the Opp()sitiou ar-_ at· a Yery gre:tt 
disarlsantagc in having vcr~· fe\\- depart
rrwnta.l reports, \vhith 1 £> should have· to 
enable us to criticise thr different dep·:rt
n1ent::-.. The rno:->t irnportant. of course. i:
·~h<' 1 Audjtor-Gencrrr.~~rQpO~'t.. ::\Pxt, t,~ th<1t 
1::-:. tllP report of the C on1nnR~1or:cr < r ·_t ra dt~. 
I notice that that officer ha. bPPn down 
South in connc(;tion ·Fith thr' Fruit 
ence; that rnean~ u.:::llle .f'>:'~arv delnv 
prt- cntaLion of hi Teport. ' \1.-e ~"'h~1ll 
plac~,~J in th ,. positio'l that oho.ll 
ba, c to sperulai<> ami doe1l 
\Vith th·~ f!~','Ul'C'S. It i~ 
\Ve ·11Dnld ':,et all tb • 
a ntilablc. ~ 

The PRE::' :IEH 
('hilla;to'): lt is 
\.vhen the' ~\nditor-Gcnr-ral'.;; rf 
aYaila 1Jlt~. Thc cl~tP -~vhen it 5~ 
sc:nted to the 1--Iou~V."' l"', I think. 
pncl of October. I do not 
any n:-:c in looking for 
time. 

:'11r. 0 I'. BAR;o;-Eco : \Yiil we v. 
then'? 

:'~fr. YowLES: Y\Cp are not. going 

be 

to 

sit.tin:;, 

get it. 

The PRKH1ER: I do not whcthr•L' 
\YB shall be sitting at th(' Octo be;·; 
hut. judging by thr· arnount of hrJ.Jirte:-,.::; \Yhich 
]., on tlH-} ,:;:,hcet and \Yhjch yet ha:~ to be 
iPtrodw ·;cl, probably ,,·o ;;heJ( be. I cannot 
gl~;{ any unclcrtaking rPgar·diJi~· tlH• presen
tation of the Auditor-Getwral's report. In 
that rePpect \YC do not diffPr £rum ma'~Y 
other ParliarnC'nts in J-\uf'tralia. The Cmn
mon\·, ealth Parlian1ent. never grts thL' A.udi
tor-G-encral's report during the session i:rnn1e~ 
diately following the couclusion of the finan
cial yc:'ar; it is usually pr~scnted somevvhcrc 
about the following February. There i, ono 
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lJp. swv• of fr~1t;no-
!'l'JlO;'t , bd'oJ~-- ~h7) 

Fj1w ncial ~tatl"l ,~·nt 1~ dj~C'U~'·l'd O!.' the Esti
ure passed, and tlwt ls b~,' altering- the 

h)l'llllnation or the i-l.nancial year, 
tlw nsu:; 1 date ldlen Farlian1ent 

ln no -nthcl' can it be done. If 
IIcu;::0 1nct 1'.lt latcr-ur:d nearlY 
lTI<~mbPrs to ~itting during th~' 

' :nnncr would be 0._.;::;nrcd of 
lwYillg the Auditor-General'::; rt>port. 

flit-. VowLES: "\V c prefer t" sit 
t~nu: as \vill afford us opportunity for 

TlH· PHEMIEH: r,r, n,b,,r object to sit
ting ~tft•r ChristrDa3! and that i::, -what would 
bC' ~-ntaikd. In E11::dand thc·v rret ovc1' the 
diHiculty by coru:-luding their~ fl~~ncial ~year 
in I\larch. ':rheir snssion is prolonged c<Jn
,jd~rabl./ beyond that date, and the audits 
a, rl everything Plse arc available. If we 
bad a finar:.cial vear terminating· about the 
0nrl of March it' would meet tlie case, but 
I do not knov.r any other refor;_n 1vhich \Yonld 
bring about what 'the hon. gentleman dc3ires. 

It is not necessary, howeH'r, to have the 
"\uditor-Gcrwral's report to hav0 intelligent 
di~cussion or to give intPlligcnt criticisrn of 
t!w financeJ. Information is available to 
hon. mt-n1bcrs through yariou;:; ::.ourcO'·. If 
hon. ITH~rnb·Jrs sho\V sufficient diligence, they 
( Lu1 gt't th~tt information~sufficient to criti
ci~c or Jiscuss the finances of the State_ 
SurnP lwn. rncmbors do llot \Yant this infor
lllation for the pnrpo:;p,s o{ f'l'iticisnl; they 
f i1nnl.r want to get the dctaib \Yhich the 
_t,_urlitor-Gcneral b1·ings out, and dis1· Jrt then1 
---or, nt anv rate, lUE: thorn-to a-id thmn in 

On diSeus~ion. Tltf' Trr:asurer'b 
Stu((,mcnt slto\\- everv detail of 

expenditure• and rcc ~'ipte. T!;e monthly 
r\_tnrn.s. the. quart"dy returns. the 

dancef>. t}F' cxl.J,'nrlitnre fr.~r1. Loan 
trullSiHtions ~1f the Trust Funds-

indJlding :·lw ~~iatQlJlP"'lt of 
:'.c· ·onnts the Tn·a~urer. are ~:.~:.', on to 
he Audit0r-Gcnera.l and forrn the l;asis of 

critici~rrl or discussion. _:-\.11 tl.az; informa 4 

1 i(ltl i.:; in th(' hand~ of bon. n1enl~·c.cs. If 
dcto.ib arP rpquircd. they c d1 be 

a ::tilahlc' to hon. n1C'tnbPl'.". I think 
that - ufticientlv detailf~rl inforrnn~lon rl lat1ng 
tc ~.he finance'~· of the St<Jtt' i~ in the hands 
<'f hon. m~ mhor;) to r·nabll' to carrv 
oll ~1 reasnnabk di~cu· ·.ion ;:-._ crhicisn1, if 
they ~o d·~~il'P i~, of the Lnanccs. Coinpietl; 
depcndenc·: upon the Auditor-General's report 

u lar:k Gf criticn.l faz.'uhy on the part 
men1hm·..). 

Hr. ~VO'I'.~LB:'\ (Da./by): The Premier might 
ju t as \Yell D1'g'U0 that wr~ ~hould not have 
an Auditor-Gc:neral'8 report. 

: 1\i o: he report c1pon the 
account,;;. 

Mr. VO\VLES: vVhat we• want to attar'·: 
1;-: that ac~uracy. We arB pln.ecd in t,ho posi~ 
tLon that \ve cannot get information; \Vn 
a<...k q1.wstions, and ansvn'r.s are refused to 
PS; ·we makP .~t} .. tcnJCnts regarding things 
ac; we bcli·cvc them to be, and we arr• sidr•-

The only opportunity we have is 
th-is: and \Ve get it in passing, v,rith

any dctajls, in a dlscussion on a vote 
that takf's about half an hour. 

[5.30 p.m.] We are told that, if the Premier 
knew that th0se n1attcrs wore 

coining forward, he vvould have ha-d avail
able the necessary details. ·we do get a 
olight insight into the truth occasionally wh0n 

Mr. Voi 1Jles.] 
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we get· the ..:\ud1tor-Grucral'e report colltain
ing his criticisn1 of the Yarious dcpartn1ents. 
It is a 11 Yen \YC'll for tlw Premier to talk 
a-bout the rl\ea~nrr-r'~ nwnthly sttteJnent"'; 
they are a nwttcr of iigures. \Ye kno\v that; 
in connection \Yith some of the .deparhnents 
there haYc bC'en shortage<>. and there has 
been mismanrrgemcnt in others. The only 
way "\YC can get to thr- botton1 of thing::; is 
by intPlligcnt critic·i·m gathercu by rea~ding 
the criticisms of the _\uditor-Gem•ral on 
the Yarious dcpartn1ents. To take a casl' 
in )Joint. Did not the Auditor-General tell 
us straight out that the rc]1ort of t}w Com
lHissioncr for T\· tcic wa-s not a frrir report? 

Hon. \Y. FoHGAX S\llTH: He never told 
us auything of the kind. 

:\Ir. YO\YI,ES: Did he n•Jt sav that the 
figure:s did not diselosr .:: propc•~r balance, 
and in con11cctioll \Yith Stat·J ~tation-·. \vhere 
the shortage \Va-s -hmvn es onlv £50,000-
speaking fron1 nwnu,ry~it :-houlli haYc bc·-::n 
£191.000? The Auditor-Goner tl is the 
\Vatch-dor~ \dJO look8 after all the depart-
111( nts. C"nk::Js \YC' c:1n get his report, we 
cannot eriticisc the Estirnates in the wav 
they should bo critici,c•d. ' 

Question put and pa,·-cd. 

l J\DI1,S!O:\EH OF PHICES. 

The l'RD~:\liER iHon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillu[fOc): I beg to moYe-

" That £2.498 b0 granted for 'Com
rnissloner of Prices.' " 

The reduction in the Yote is brought about 
by a reduction iu the items of advertise
rnents, printing, and incidentals. 

Mr. YO\YLES IDalb.:;): I think it is time 
that this Committee seriously considered 
whether it is nc-ccssarv to continue the ex
penditure in connc,ction with the office of 
Con1mi.sBioncr of Prices. The a.n1ount voted 
is £2,498. and to mY mind the office; is not 
showing any results: 

Mr. CoLLIXS: It i·o shmYing good results. 

Mr. YO\YLES: I would like, to refer to 
the opiniom of hon. n·ntlemen who ha ye 
occupied prominent po:;i tions in the present 
Govcl'nmcnt, in connection with the advis
ability of fixing prices during norn1al tirncs. 
The Secretary for c\griculture on 16th 
Septem her, 1915, ea id-- ' 

" I maintain that to attempt to fix 
prices by procla.nlation in nonnal tin1es 
is unsound anll nn '.:::ientific and is go1ng 
to discourage production.n' 

Surel~~ vve arc a ppr( ,ching normal ti111es. 

Mr. HARTLEY: ::\o. 

]Hr .. YO\YLES: If the hon. gentleman's 
unlicisms ·,yore good m 1915 when the war 
\va~ in In·ogrr>'-'3. hcnv n1uch n1ore should 
they be applic.cble to-day, when the war is 
over a_nd price~':> art? beginning to come do\Yn 
to then proper lcYel. The Governor in his 
Op(tning Speech ou 30th July, 1915, ~aid-

" The \Y.tnt of effective machinerY to 
protect the conin1U!lit,y frotn persons ~,Yho 
contrive unduly t.o inflate prices and to 
amass large rn·ofits out of necessary corn~ 
n1oditie'"· 1nakcs it incun1bent on DlY ad
visers to seek ycur authority to rciulate 
trade, ancl to cope v;ith trusts and com
bines and for fu:·ther e~tension of pub
he O\YnerE-lnn anct e~tabhshment of State 
cntcrpr1~c~. ~ \Yhcn b_ la·w rapaci( u~ cx-

[_¥r. r mcles. 

ploitation bPcon1e::; in111ossible, the nur
cha.sing power of the ·wage-earner -,viU 
bP increased and tlw general community 
bcncfl ted accordingly." 

That is a Yery nice col~g1on1cration of y,cords 
with ver·~· little mooning in them. 'fhe late 
Mr Ilc·an, at the E•ch,ibition Building, on 
the 25th Augu.<t, 1915, i. reported as having 
:Said~ 

"The greatest factor of all had been 
i•1 regard to rho cost of living. He 
stated emphatit tll:, that the Denham 
(~cn-crnn1cnt. \Y85 to a great extent respon
eible for the 1·iso in lho cost of com
nJodii:ie"" in Queensland." 

}fr. Fihelly. the late Treasurer, at Spring 
Hill, on 15th ~\In_,., 1915. said-

" \Y c coukl -afd:: drop the idea that 
the \Var \\'aS the canse of dca.l' living, 
and those Citpctble of a. littie intdligcnt 
thoaght could only conclude that \YO >.vere 
at the rnercy o£ the. food gamblers and 
Sllcculator--.'' 

That gentleman stated that the war 1Yas not 
l'e~vonsible for the doar living, hut that 
tlw responsibilities W(·re on the Denham Go· 
yernment. Surely that Government has been 
1ong enough ant- of exi~~tcncc ! The \Va.r js 
no\Y over. One l\1inistcr sta.ted that it was 
unscientific and unsound to continue the 
tixation of prices. ln the face of the argu
ments of hon. members oppocite, why should 
this office be continued? \Vhcn prices are 
lixt'd it is generally to the disadYantage of 
the suburban scllero. w1th the result that the 
person selling the same commodit:> in the 
city is placed in a much better position, and 
has a better chance of selling. Only quite 
recently the prices of beef and mutton were 
fixed for Manborongh and Bundaberg. I 
am at a loso to under,tand how there can be 
such a disparity in tlw prices, as the dis
tance between the two places is only about 
60 miles. 

:VIr. HARTLEY: Perhaps the invoice·' were 
better faked. 

::VIr. VO\YLES: I am a.fraid the hon. gen
tleman dreams about faking. The prices
are~ 

::Vlaryborough. Bundaberg. 

Rib roa.'t 
Top side 
Silver side 
Sirloin recast, 

over 
3 lb. or 

Sirloin stc::-~k .. 

d. d. 
4 3~ 
5 3 
6 4~ 

7 
8 

5 
5 

l\lr. HARTLEY: What is the dilrercn~e m 
the freit;llt on the stock bct·.vecn :!\Iary
borough and Bundabcrg? 

:\1r. VOWLES: \Yill that make a differ
ence of 3d. a. lb. on the beef., 

:VIr. HARTLF.Y: :\earlv all t.hc nttle for 
Bnndaberg come from the Central district. 

::\Ir. VO\VLES: The difference between 
the two places is only 60 mile"', and the 
di!Iercnco p\;\r lb. in the price of beef eonse· 
quent on the raihYay J,·eight would only 
be a fraction of a penny, n.nd not 3d. a lb., 
a,, is the case with some of the prices. \Yhen 
opeaking on the last occ'1sion in connection 
with this ma.tter. I pointed out the disparity 
ia prices between Dalby, Oakoy, and Too· 
\YOomba, and I showed that Dalby, which is 
in the heart of a producing district, was pay
ing a higher price for mutton and beef than 
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·Tun-.,yoornba. and thn t Oakev "\vas pay
jng a le- s prict> tharl Too\Yoorriha. In Too
"\HHnnba the priYatc she p~ -..vere charging the 
ycncral pubhe a Jc. •. pncP tha.n tho State 
tJutchl'l' S~lU1;' \V Cl'(_' able to c.hargc. rrhen~ 
1~ .... orn~tlun_g rndi{ -11!~· y, rang with the flxa
tlon ol prlCPo. PPopl<• chould bo rJlowerl 
to ( )lnpl'tc thelYLselvc-. It would 
·hen be a case the "nniYal of the fittest. 
I Ldie\~C to-·~1ay that n fight is going on in 
connPchou \Ylth thP pi'iCP~ ju th': citv and it 
h th(' g-Pnc>ral public \vho benefit b)/ such a 

The butchers eh,,ald be allo• ed to 
their own ancl I think it will 

fonncl thrtt that work out profitably. 
al\_· YC'rv ncarl \- llOl'l11a1 ll0\1· and the 

gon~' \Y he1; t lH'r0 should bo anv 
, • 

1 
to Jix _ thC'llJ. rrhe S:·stem Y<US firs't 

JL' l'U(_~uccd beca.usc it IYas said that trusts 
and eornbiul's ~ YVL'J'(' ratnpant throughout 
.f.~lll'" ",]and. and tlmr huge profitc were being 
.l1tade by cmnpanicf' and individua],,, '\Alheu 

con1n1i1sion of inquiry was askPd for to 
}lJ·oye any of these t,hiugs, it '"as verv care
fnil, aYoicled Ly the }linister c.Jncc~·ned. 

111r. F'OJWE: Do you think !he price of 
raw cotton should he fixed rct 5~d. per lb.'! 

:\Ir. YO\YLES: The Jlrice of raw cotton 
H fi~....:ed i11 order to encourage prodnc.:tion for 

lJUl'pose of P:qwrt. }}riccs should be 
to fmd their own level; and. when 

you do that.. you \Yill g"t better results. 

:\lr. KERR (fo'nourl< ru): \Ye had bGfore 
this 1Ior')e receuil-.;~ a Heduction in SalariPs 
Dill. ancl nlthm'·:·h' I do not agree >Yith the 
lH'UllOStd to take• awav the auturnatie 
inLTC'a~c.\3, I :\·ould poillt ol1t that in this vote 
thcrp Is an lllC:l't'fl~l' uf £20 proYidC'd for the 
secretar:- to the Corn1 ·i0,:ioner of Prices. \Yo 
l],o find that !lccl·c; a reduction of £600 
ja the amoullt for •• Advertise-
Hlcnt::-.. n anJ ab.:) a of £600 in the 
arnount for '· Printill}.!.. and Incidentals." 
'Tho;:;!.' n_·J.uctions nc('cl ":m~' explanation. If 
thP Governnwnt ea ll on during tlw 
fort 1H. n11ing year 1vith Jc~:-:; in connec-
t~on wit'1 e .ch of t~10."'-C then 
L n.-3t haYn he. n a c•Jod deal of 
'x.pellditurc in the prcYiolb :-car. 

The PI-m:.\IIER : The full arr1ount .a ppro-
XJriared last year Y'.-rr not cxpcndecl. 

, :Hr. KERR : 'l'ha1 m a,- h' the explanation. 
I here 1s nnothc:r polnt t.hat strikes one when 
Juoking- at this Yot0. It is ackno -.!edged, 
fn;ru thn a1notmt uf lllOlH'Y f'"lked for, that 
th1 departnwnt i:-:; nor. a success. and is 

Fl'ont the T1·easurer's table~. 
the ::1uonnt appropriated in 

the '' Con1n1issiouor of Prices " 
wn-. ill 1921-1922 the amount appro
lH'wtcd ''a~ £3.742 and for the prc"'ent 
:•Tear \I'C arc askf~d Yute an an1ount of 
£2.498. If tiws,, fignre, prove nnvthing, 
th,, prove to thi, Committ<>e that thi,; 
d~·partrncnt is unnece-ssary, and I hope to 
g1vc sonlP reJ.~~ms IYhy it could very well be 
done away with at the present time. \Ye 
know perfectly. W<'l! that price-fixing was uot 
ln;11tecl to thrs t'\ta te. It seems to have 
ongmatccl at n conference between the Co!Jl
monwcalth and ~tate authorities at the 
beginning of the war. ancl the IV ar Precau
tron, Act was passed to provide for some 
hold ':"ver people who were likely to make 
··xce~srvc P'~'?fit, .... That >ns quite re:;sonable. 
In 1919, \ rctmra mtroduced a ~ecessarv 
Commodities C::ontrol -~et, in order to take 
control of pncc-fixir ;· >dwn the Federal 
Ooy~r_nn1ent gave up c7"ontrol, so far as· com
modrhc were concerned. In the fir,t 

it 
~Jr. 

liYin~. 

C'on1mission 
PO"\\"Crs of 

they >Yipecl 

AlH1 up v:cnr lll(' cost of 

snn: If th,n WPl'l' :--0. tlH' argu-
1 lJropo.--.{' t('l proponn( 1 \ ould be 

I rrupo~t.· 10 ;;,holY ihat in 
T,- here : ht'5' lla c• no PriL'c Fixing 

t1tt> dec~'l'a:- . .' ill tlh' eo," of 
gTl cltt.'r r httn jt 1:; in 

::ur. Fcntn:r: That i...: 11or ~o. 

l an1 ba~jng
£1 in lgn,
.. Knibh ·· Tlwt 
adopr. 

v:on1d a;;k hon. 111ClnbPrs 
ruy ~tatt·nlC'llt b,\· figures. 

011 thP value of t,he 
i.- tl:P b,"i·• adopted by 

tlw on~y l1a::.is he could 

~Ir. li..:\RTLEY: Sl!O\\- tho devrer,-j(' in the 
prlel·~ of coinn1oditiC'":' since 1919. 

~\!r. I(ERR: ~·\r·co!·dinv to the Cnn1n1on
,vcalth Statistician, ~n \~ictoria goods \vhich 
in 1811 cost £1 co't 34'. 10d. in 1921. and in 
1922, co't 3h. 4cl.~-cc deneasr of 3s. 6d. as 
LOilllHlred with 1921. In Quccll~l<>lld, goods 
which iu 1911 cc.,t £1. cost ~G,. 3d. in 1921 
aHd 28s. ?cl. in 1922-a decre'lse of only ls. Sd. 
That shows that in Yicroria the general 
dt1 ('l'Ca~c in the co~t of l1Ylng- was ls. lOd. 
greatel' than i! \Ya;, in {.luc~~nsland) where 
thc're ls a Conlrrli~~ioncr of Price;;. I am 
taking ,Q;TO<'f'l'ies and food onl::. bccausP, 
]payin,g out thL' question of n1ccd., the aYorn.ge 
co~t of liYing i VPr~- high in Que( nsland. 
Tt j:-; tlw lo 1 Y price of ml'at that ha~ brought 
i: 1lo1vn in Quccn~land. 

lion. \Y. FonG-.\X S::'.IrTH: That is not. fair. 
l\Icat is the n1aiu article of food. 

~fr. I(ELlR: I""' t 11lP take groc0rics and 
food alone. and H'P how tht hgurcs cmn

In \Tictoria. tuking gToCE.'l'ie-:.. and 
Oiil.~.-. goot~.., y.;!Jich in 1911 co~t £1 cost 
in 1921. :.ml in 1922 eoct 31s. 6cl.-a 

of 6 ·. 6d. The Queensland figure-, 
for th" - tmc lll'riods 36,;. 3d. and 
~2~. 3d.-a reduction 4s. That means 
that thP price of aml food in Vic-
toria. whC'rc t"he.c· no Price Fixing Com-
rnis:-;ioncr. ha:5 l1C'crC>ased lJV 6:-:. 6d .. \Yhile in 
QtH .. '('O:'lland. IYlH'1'C 'n' }u ,:e a Con1rnissioner 
o~ Pricf". ;;, ~t has onh- decre;;1~c·d b-"I,T 4s. I 
am taking the year .. l921 and 1922: because 
pl'icc-fixing, \Yhich "\nl~ in existence in \ ic
toria in 1919 and 1920. has been wiped out. 
How io it possible for the Commissioner of 
Prices~ "\Yith a ~tafl' of one iEspector. a secrj3-
tury. one t~vpi·t. a11cl :1 nlC'Sscngel', to fix 
the price of a hundL·pcJ different items in 
S8Ycnty-six country to•yns in Queensland ·1 It 
ii-i irnpo.-:siblc foe hin1 to do it. because 
freight) oyerhead charges. a.nd the cost of 
manufacture fluctuat from month to month; 
;Tet. in those scventy-~ix tO\Yns he has taken 
the pmYer, throu[dl the '· Gazette." to reduce 
or "tabilisc thP pric~s of a hundred different 
C'omrnoditic-s. The.~ position is a hopeless one, 
.•nd totally impos,ible. There is another side 
to this price-fixing. I:-3 not sorne of the 
unen1plo~:1ncnt due in a degree to the fact 
that factories are not being established in 
Queensland? In confirmation of that I would 
qnote the report of the Commissioner of 
Prict'3. 

Hon. IY. FORG.\X S'IITH: How can it I'Je a 
deterrent \vhen, a:3 you sa.\-. the pric.t>s are 
lower in "Yictoria than in Queensland'? 

lJir. Kerr.] 
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MY. _I{~~HR: I a1n unt talking about pric.,~s. 
sa:y 1t JS a 'l..lctl'lTl'llt in rc•f!RTd to industric;;; 

coJntng here. \Ye know tll;:1t) in rcgc.ud to 
tho goods WC" g.~t front tlw Sonthern Stutr~ 
tht; iirrns thc't't: cbarg<• ill th0ir inYoic~-s th~ 
)~r1ce. !lwy want. m;d do not c-onsult the 
~onnn~,J~:oner of Pn(:C'' about it. _.:\11 the 
Co_rrtn1u:~Ioner (an do is to take the invoice 
pnce. rrncl adc! freight and other char:;,,, 
a~d,s~,Y to,.th{~ tl'ad?r, ''Yoa can rhurgL7 so 
ITlil_cn. lr th~ office of Conunis:-~ionc·r of 
Pr1ces ."~'i·a;:;; a?oll-:::hpd to-tnOtTOvv it \Yould not 
mai~e thn Rhghtc·_t diffcrcmcc to the Siatc 
as Is praYed b:· thC' statistics in \Tictoria: 
The 1:eport conhrnts the fa('t that industric'3 
1n th~s Stf~:tc. are Ycry n~uch concerned with 
the Conllnisswncr of Pnrf- no rr1att r hOl\~ 
'mall the f«ctoric, may The report 
Btate!"~ 

." In October last, J\l,•ssr,-. :.\1cArtlmr 
l:tnut<>d. ?f Sydn~~y, n1oved for an iujunc~ 
tlon . ':lga.tnst th1s State enforcing the 
prOYlf:.IO:ns of. the Prof-itecring Prevention 
~vt. of 1920 111 respect of the n·gulation 
o~ lllt~)rstatc trade, and by a 1~1ajoritv 
the l:I1!J:h Court clccicled in fayom· of th~ 
pla1nb:h conn1anv.'' 

\Vo were un~ucr~ssf~d, and~ in my opinion 
~ortunately so, and I hope it ,Yill "always b~ 
s~ when <>ll att1tudc• IS taken np like that 
o.~_ the P~'C:"ent Gon~l'lll1lcnt in regard to free 
compehhon. Prices will fmcl their own lm•el 
mu(h qmckcr m~dC'r free competition and 
;ntnout any Inie1·fereuce by the Gon~rnrnent. 
fhe manufa(:turcr:! clown ~outh can :-:end their 
gO~)(ls !·o thrs Statl', and charge their own 
pnces 111 tl:·e- . invoice wjthout a11;y control by 
the qon1nu~·Hon~~r; \Yhcreas, if they~ \Ycr.c 
ect~bhshcd Ill tlus State, the Commiss(oner of 
Pnce" \Vould control then1, and, as thev n1 a v 
not get the same return for their capital ' 
t~ey are getting dow·n South, the same incen
t~IYG _to progr('ss would be non-existent. The 
hxahn_n of pri<'cs retards industrv. becau~c 
Jnanutacturers h~rc are not pertnit1~(~d to Parn 
the san1~ nwrgtn of profit as n1o"e down 
South. I un1 not C'Olbidcrillg incon1e tax 
and uthor ('~~!runcous nHlttCL·_:. ::\len who 
would othc'nl·,,-,! be likl'!y to come here 
ren1a in out nf the State bee a use Df tho 
lixation nf . Tl1C'~- would rather have 
ag··_nL or 111 the State for the ~a1c of 
t.~pn~ goc<l~ than n1annfaz.ttnc• thenl hvrc. 
~'ako, fell' in,.~ttu~cc. th ~ n1c1nnfacture of shirt:-:. 
Sln,o::r1"t..:;, nnu thn1g~ of that. dc~;;cl·jptlon. which 
ar.o ':11 mppu·, J to be r•'guhted h" tlw Com· 
mJ:-.;;Ioner. of Pl'ice". In fixing the pric0 of 
!ho,~c artyJc~ ... doe~ the Cornmis.,ioner t ... b .. • 
1uto ronstdf'l'ntLJn tht~ o •c~ hundred and one 
<HT~rhead chargr' · anrl thp rat'1 S anJ raxation 
11a1d ·? I f;.<I.Y that- he ck ('~·: n~1t go into an)' 
of i.hoR0 fnc·1 or~; and the ;;.(JOHZ'!' the office of 
Comml·-~io1:c•r nf Prier~ i." Plin1inat d tlw 
better it will !J,, for tlw i-;ht<•. I sincc·rel,: 
iru~t that tlw l'rl'micr "·ill to.ke ttlC' oppo;._ 
hu11t"~ of go1n;: thro:1gh th·-· \Tarion~ Act~ of 
the Con1mo11w{ nHh r .. t an Pnr]y d ·.tP to find 
out wh~t drnnago thi :-;_-;,-·.t>'ll1 hUs done. and to 
a~certan1 \Yhy tllp Connnonwenhh GoYf'rn
nwnt h>W" l'<'Jil•:tlcd this particnlar portioll 
of the \Yar l'n'cautinn.s Ad. If he does 
that. he 1 ·ill conH' to thr· c. 1nrlnsion thnt the 
Cor~llni.~~.JonPr n, Price's i:' us.dr in this State. 

I \Yonld like to kno\Y whv discrin1inatjon 
i.-; madc 1·n rt1 gard to a rcrta.in offic::::-r in this 
vote, and to haYr .a~·! C''-:~)lnnntlon fro:n the 
Pren1ier in rr>g; rJ to t1H' J·cduction in r.uh-.er
tisiug, prinri11~r. autl incidental~. 

l\rr. :\fOHCA:\ (.lfl.·ri/lu·,: I am ow• oF 
thosC' who think that tbe time hao anivecl 

[11/r. Ilur. 

\\hen tltP \Yholc of thi . ., yotc ~honld LH' ,_,·ipell 
out·, as I do Hot thiuk the Conunis::;ionel' of 
Pr1( s j.;; "-ervlng any good purpose at the 
Jln':-'"llt". 1 in1l'. If hn ·,re ab!e to ii-.,:: prices 
of ar:icle;:; in connection with \Yhich the public 
an~ bkehl to fh "C 1:·d) there \;.-ould bP so1n(:_ 
n•a'·")Jl for cm1tinunrH·0 in oflice · but 
nllfor1 unatoly~whethcr it i~ the policy ~f t.hr 
(:ilfY('1'1lJHent or not-there are a1a.ny indus
tries and buslnt'.-'3C'S at pre::,ent in whi.c .. tl 
exorbitant lll'iL·~'s are being chargcll. and th' 
Connnissiont>r of Pricf" doe;:; not ::.ce his \\a v 
to iutprf0n' ,,.ith t hcnJ. ~ 

The Pn· .. :un:n: Can You gl\ e any in tanc-es 
ofthat? ~ 

:.\I1·. :.\lOH.GA:\: Take the liccn>'ed vic
tuallers iu .Brisbane, for instanc-:-_. Before thP 
wur, tbe hot(•ls v;crn eha1·ging 5s., Ss., .and 
10~. a day, and l suppose the highest pric-f-> 
"as from 12c. 6cl. to 15s. a clay. During the· 
~.var. ,,·\v'n pricc3 \Ycnt up and Jiving \Va 
dcare1· and wag(~S incn"ased, the licensed vic
tuallers increased their charges, and noh~_.d:v
objPctod. They raised the tariff from Ss. to 
10s., and from 158. to £1 Is. a day. :\Ieat is 
now chcaJJer than it \Vas bofol'C the war. and 
the price~ of Ycgetabh's and groceries have 
f.:OilO d~nYn. Itecontly the ba.;-ic wage was
rcclucccl, and that applies to hotel employees. 
Chw publican told me that it meant a rC'duc·· 
iion to him of £8 2s. a week. 

'Ih< l'RE3IIER: \Yas there any application 
nHtdc to the Connni:;;sioncr of Prices? 

:.\lr. :\JORGAX: Yes, thoro "·as an appli
cation. I approached the Con1rnissiDncr rny-
,-clf on lwhalf of the tt·awlling public. I 
hasc lloticcd that the Conuni:;_,sioncr, in con·· 
uection with certain country hoL•L:;, such as 
iu Ilfracombe, f<w instance, has fixed the 
t'1riff at Ss. a day, or 2~. a Jneal, and 2s. a 
heel. \Yhat is happening here '1 Prices arc 
hccor:niHg ~o high that it will lw aln1o~t 
impo"·'ibh> 'oon for people to ,tay at a hotel. 
I: i" the landlorcl who is bcnefitin" by these 
high pri', '· In conm ction \Yith tlw getting 
of a rcne\Yal of a. lc~1'n, in one ca~P thP g-ood
will wa• put dmYn at £10.0< I) or £12,000. 
That lwppens h~'::an~r' \YC ("'iYc the 11rc_nsed 
virtnallcrs .~ monopolv. \rhe!! cxorbJtant 
11rires arc charg.Pd in other industries. ot.hcl~ 
bu ~iuc :-;r co1)1e into con111t :·itjon, an cl pnce~~ 
kc•Pp ~lo\nl ovving to that fact; bnt we, 
nnfonunatr·lY. r·iyc• the hotC'lkcepc·s 
a 111nr:onoh'.· \Y-1:' kllo\Y tlutt has be n 
a. r Jn:::it.l<'l';lble- redvetion in conncctiolJ \Yith 
the c<:.nT:-·ing on of hotPh ruore E'"1pr;cial1y in 
n'j:ard , ihe price of food. 

The Cr,_nnni.;:sion0r of l?ric'S does not 
alv, ft>;s take il!to acc-ount the charges 1111,de 

b-: rDan>,· {1-iff~;r~~nt Lu~ine~"0.-:. I-IP has 11ot 
b; ... 0n coil:::]e;tcnt jn t.hat nu1H<1r. If \Yp a.rt 
g~ing to haYe a C(nnmissionc-r of Prjcp-.:: 7 

thpn he should trP1t all l:Jilsincs·CS 
[7 p. n1.l ahk~:.~. I tlo HOt sec \l·hy one 

busillcss should be n.llowccl to 
profiteer anr1 charg0 exorbitant pl·ic:·; <1t tho 
P--.;:pen:·<' of the pnh1-ic, ·, hi le other businesses 
ll;'IY(' i1wir 111'i1 ~s lix0d at such a low rate 
that tlwv are hard1v sufficient to meet ovcr
hr•ad ch.nrgc Lo(;1

:. at thn d_utrg:r·~ nHl.C~O 
ln- '·Cl Ill(' of tbe lH'C'll~l'll Ylctu 'ller::;; n1 
J~ri~·banf' nnd "'OlJJP of the coa~ta1 towns. 
:'\nnwron:::; le·L~0rs hny,· 'l.pp0arc(l in the four· 
prjncipal 11a per~ publ id1c·J in Bri~ba.n_c con1-
plainintr abo11t tbe el1argf·'· made~-~ hcen~ed 
\·ict 1allcr.-:;. Durin!I ~he v;ar penod, \Vhcn, 
pPrhan:;;, it \Yas n0cl'ssnry thn.J the f~ price:; 
~hon:{1 be chan;rd to n100t, the jncrcased cost 
of JiYillf:;, it ,~-as nll rjght; but it is only 
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rcr !he.'; ~hould bring their 
ll1E\\~. ~eeing that thPl'f' is n 

l'Plluction in tdl thC' c·onll110(_1itic0 , usC'd by 
those nflrtTcnL!r lmsin('~,-<'::t. I \Yas at It·-wk
h:tn1ptCm <i"iHin)-!.' en1nival \YC'f'k, and o!ni~ 
of n1v hon. friund-;: un thP Go\rcrnn1t nt SlCk'
wrrc '::dso there. \Ye R,}l stopped at th0 on~-
hotcl. I had to pay £1 35. p0r da.v~ vrhik• I 
undel·.-J _ud tn" £!·it>11d;:; oppo~~ite llacl to p8~
more ihnn tbn1. 

)h. Rn:\: TheY c-harged us £1 3,_ 6d. 
pt·e t~ay. · 

?.Ir. ~.TOHCX\': .Ja-t fancy a liccnH'd 
victn,;llc1· eh a r[.(ing- £1 3s. 6d. per day 1 l.t 
is an outrag-eous ch_LrgP to rnakc. If "'-VC are 
tn ha VC a roll1llli::;siollf'l' of Prie: "', let him 
fix pric~._".s that arc reasonalJl('. 

rrhr? PRE~HER: 'lJid you make any C0111plaint 
to the Con1!ni •.siont;l' of Prices? 

:Vir-. ~IORGA~: :\o. I1 is not the cit:· 
people \\·ho liYo in the h<Jtels, but the country 
peoplP who havp to ~ta:· in hotels when tlwy 
visit the cit:.. Tlw travelling public ,]wnld 
be prate ,~tecl. 

rrho PRE~ITER : I-lo\~T is the Con1n1issiOlH-)l' 
to know of thPst' i.hin3's nnlcss you tell him'! 

~1r. :\HlRG ,\:\' : There h·we been scores 
of letters ill Uw paper, pointing out what 
is happening· in rc[.(ard to the charges made 
bv these cstabli,hment.s. I mav f·av that I 
d~d approach the Commissioner ot Prices, 
and asked him if it was not possible to do 
something- in that dirPction. I saw in the 
paper where he fixed the tariff to bP cl1argC'rl 
by a hotel i•t llfntcombc, and he also fixed 
the nrices for a hotel in another little 
country town, where he fixed the tariff at 
Ss. per: day. But I notice hP religiously left 
thn hotels in the bip: cities alone. I do not 
kuo'l' whethc•}_' that -is part of the GoYern
mcHt. policy or not-. I do not know \Yhcther 
tho (;oYC'trHllC1Jt: ~.~o not \'\',trit to interf('l'P 
\c ith i he Jicen,c•] \'ictnaJ!NS 0',\ in[.( to ilH' fact 
that ihe liccn,·d Yictuallers support them at 
tho presrnt tinw. Th--:; arc afraid that they 
\vill losl~ a et _·t~1in an1onnt of IJo]iticol sup
port iE tlw · interfer,, ith tLc licellsod 
vii ,( nallcr:-:. 

The SF:::rtET:\RY FOR \GRICT:LT"CRE: You 
lo-:c ,c that is not tho case. 

:!\Jr. J.lOTU_~_._\X: Th0 liccn~nc1 Yictnnl1rr~ 
Slip port tlw La !Jnm· party. That has hcPn 
prnYetL lwe:ut []gun . ..; ,,.f'l'C <lHOt('d and an 
jnqniry v. <F n~k0d for. It was proved that 
thr• lic,;TH' d~ victual1c>l'S conrribntcd to thP 
Lab,, 1r par1y\ flg:-htin~; fnnd. PerhaT thr~ 
Corr.:.lni~gjo!lC'l' nf Prices was ask0· 1 not to 
iJ:tcrfP!'l' \Yith th0 fri('uds of the Go'l('l'nuH•nt, 
so thnt it wonl•l t:in' them a little kudos, 
r:,ncl th('Y -,- on1d hcln the Govcrnmcn1 to 
fi0·}'t thc~r lmttlr• dnr1~lg the cler:tion period. 
'fhat, is f'Yidenn:~ th(' 1}oll('~· of this (~ovcrn
n1cut. Thl)V arc prepared to obtaiu n1one:v 
fro1n <'l'rtain individuals to hdp thcrn in 
fighting their ( nmpaif;n. rnd so the arn 
nfr:lid 10 nut t.hP C"ontui• c,ioner on thl·ir 
tr ·il. If tht•n• i cxploiLtti')Il, Rtop it :dto
g'('tlH'l': 01· dn a,\Y.t, \vith the Conltni ~ionC'r 
of PricP:.:. [ ;:nl i'n fa:nJnr of doing- av .. -,tv 
\'\ jth Hit> Cnn1n1issionor. Jie h.1;.; :no~ ;;;pn·P;l 
<1ny gond purpo.;:o. B>• is rprtainly lopsi(kJ. 
I do not kn<nY \Yht-·tbe<r I ('fill blan1c HH' 
l·:,1iYidual hlrn~clf. or whethr·r he g·cts 
in~trnctions frLEl tht' Govr·rnrrwnt: .. nc;n't 
ii~t·"rfe~·f' \\-jth Bro\vn. but c1o as YOU JikP 
\'ith .Joll''· bt'{'<ll1:--f' .Joucs dot1S not' s~1pport 
v~.'' At anv rat<'. I arn c0rtain that no good 
purpo:-t) is br•ing :'H'l'' ('~1 by fixing the 11rit _; 
of meat. \Vhy coutrol the• price> l'hetl there 

practiud]~, aH 
land·: , the pric.c 
t·;UI sell nH'at at a proflr. 
::.hop..:; chan~;1' hi:;her price', 
\Yill g(!t all tbt) trad('. The 
and out. 

:"hop:-: 
1:3 {L\Yll 

1II·. BHEXX.\X: It. 1. o11ly a 1-l•Inporar.~. lull. 
a.; ""UU kncnY. 

::\lr. :HORG,\:\': Ten1pornr0· lull! How 
long -1:3 it going to last? _..-\JJyho\V, \Vb:'-' 1rPat 
the bed fH'ople any difft'rPlJt from the rPst 
('f t lH' <:onnnunitv? In the~ s&lc of burt('r Ol' 

cht'f'~0 you han·· not State shops to control 
price·., but in all the large towns you !uno 
State butchct· shop,. As a matter of fact. 
\\C know that tlw private shops haYe been 
.~(>lling nlPat at a lower priro than that fixed 
b;' thf' Couuni~~ioller, tho rroO\\'OOrnba shop"> 
at considerably lose; so what is the good 
of keeping thP Cornnli::~ioncr? .J u~t now 
there is " scarcit:: of fat cattle. Owing to 
thP drough~ they are becoming poorer, and 
price' an' like!:· to go up elightly, but it 
will not afYPct the industry gc>nerally, \Vhcn 
the drought breaks, prices "·ill come down 
again. At the prc,ent time it is foolish on 
the part of the GoYernment to f1x prices. 
Take the case of kerosene or petrol. Tht:'>.o 
1llerchant.'. decide to reduce the price, and 
hvo or t.hrep daYs afi-envards tho ConTtnis
,ioner will ox the price according to tho 
standard det·ermined bv the merchams. 
Theu ho takes crcdii to uhimself for ha Ying 
reduced price". He SN's by the paper that the 
price of a <'ertain article has boen rcdu<:ed, 
and prom ptl.v agrpcs to that reduction. How 
is it that we see that the price of galnmised 
iron. for in~~tancc. has bPen reduced £4 per 
toJJ, and about a "'.Yf:.'t?k r1ftnr'.'tards the ConJ
rnif:..,ioncr gazettP~ a reduction of £4 also'? 
How is it· thttt we see a paragraph in the 
paper that the price of barbed or plain wi1·e 
has br,en redtH ·d £2 per ton in the Southern 
State;;, nnd a, ~~Yf'C'k aft.('n\ ards the pri('c i 
rcrhtccd by Hun runount hert)? 

~lr. BRJ·:XX.\:--;: To ~top tlw exploiter hcrco 

:\Ir. 1\IOHUA::'\: In e.ll other tradr' bnt 
th<:t of the 1i~·m1::;;cd 'Tictualler there is conl
petitioll. ,,--(, g-ivf~ hin1 a rnonopoly by law, 
rrnd nllow him to do w!tat !10 likes. I arr_ 
corn-incPd that the t'onuni · .~iorwr of Prier's 
ha:-> :not done his dui::: in that clil'C't'l io11, 
Hllll 1"11.-• pnblic thl·ong-hoLlt nw St:-ttc ~<ro 
COTllll}ainili,!!. 

l\lr. B1a:xx.\X: \1,~on1d :Yon dis1ni~c. hin1 '? 

~h. c.ror:G_\"': I am nu it" ,at.i,fiecl that 
c.;er~,· pc~nny nf th~.' prf';;:;c l-It expenditure on 
tht: o(l]( 2 \nndd h.._ ,ayrd if the C'ornlni:.:·;:;loih'i 
\YPl't' put in vr 1):rk th:1t he is r11oro c:tpai)lc> nf 
pcrfonnillg·. J}p \Yotlld then be scrYing :-:.on1n 
.cood purpose. To-Llay h, js not doing .~·nod 
' nrk: ]1C i~ not earning hi:-; ~aia.ry. lle IYtmld 
be r>arning his salary if he were dolng th•~ 
\HJrk ·which he \ 1 .s pc•rfonning bt'forP ho 
tuok on this job. This dcpanrneut. sh.mld be 
'T lp ·d out·: \,·c arp nut g·Ptting nearly the 
JYCJrih of tht £2,498 CX]ll'nded on it. The 
Pn llliPr i"' looking foL· a \\':l:V in wl1ieh t(J ~nxe 
11!0J1l':-. If ere 1.:: n '' ay--_;)nt the- Coinmjf',
~lOJH'r at ]Ji:-:; old jub ~ l an1 goi11g .. to \·otu 
(.!.!'. !n~t thj.;~. lH'cau~-, I do 11ot hclicy,. in the 
fh'i!:ciple at all. 

The PRF.:IHER (Hem. K G. Tlwo,lore, 
) : The hon. Jncrn1Pr has hcPn Yt'1':V 

Half of his qwc.:h has been 
tak0n np in urging tlv• Couunis:..loncr to pro: 
rec-t tire public a ... ain·. thf' hote1k<•f'pcr~. nnct 
the J ctL:u:ce has bcf'H a denunciation of the 

lion. E. G. Theodore.] 
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C'onuni .ionPr-thnt he· due.; not earn hi.;, 
salary. and that this i:;. D U':'Ple:-'s institutioll. 
Thor.• i.~ no justification for that criticlsn1. 

:\Ir. HEBBfXGTOX: \Yhy thlt'' he not treat all 
alike·: 

T!,, PRE:\IIEH: I \Yill tell the hon. nwm· 
i; hl' lPs the patir•nce to listen to 111c. 

."'ub-cl('Jlarttnent is unJ.c• rn·y 1Ylinist0ria1 
t'Olltt'ol. l huYc found tltl' ConlmJs::-,ioncr of 
1 >ric~ l't'U.L1.'; to iuquin· into cycry n1attor 

liiH.ler his noti{'t', fl'otu v:hnJ:;yer part 
State the inquiry originates. The ;e 

atio11" cm1w to hi~11 fl-c~nl hunclrc~.1s of 
in Qucunslan·d. and hi tim ~ is taken 

up 111 invl'f.~ ig 1b~1g thctn and i~suing orJer~") 
and price list, controlling the 

of c·JJHnloditio~) \Yh( c thcrP is tt sus
or rlin :..:1- f·Yi{~C'nn~ of exploitation or 

~lJ!dm• pruf'rt''ering. That has happened in 
JJJHUnll'l'rthlt• ca~P·· throughout the Stat:- in 
the• last tw·o years during vvhich the Act has 
bPun 111 oper tion. J-Ion. n1crnbcrs opposite 
who :-:pokcn so far havt~ pnt uv a plea, 
not the Con1n1i~~ . .:.;im1,-~r of Pric "'· bnt 
l11 favour of the pcufitecr. 

}lr. VowLE~: :'\on'<'ns<': 

Tlw PHE:\iiER : \Ylutt doe- the aro·nrnPnt 
an10unt to·: liPrC' ]:-; the hon. n10n1bcr for 
1\I:1~·i~la, who. in on,::: b1:j atlt ~le!ivcrs carping 
cntlcl:-3111 against tno ColTil111S61oncr for not 
having protected hin1 aga·inJt a hotelkeeper 
ln H )ckhan1pton~ and in the next breath 
n1ake" an nn\varranted a.ttack upon the Con1-
Jn1:--:.::.10lH'r and dcscribC's hi, office as a uself'<;;., 
DilL·. The ~ccond :-.tatcn1cnt. -is 1na.dc entirelY 
in the inten ,ts. of the profiteer. :\ftc'r 
tlenr:unring the ( 10l11J111ssioncr of Prices, -whr-n 

n:-.kcd the hon. rH rnbPr v:hether he brou-:::ht 
Uw CottJmi';.simlCl' a t_O:nplai~lt ab0:1t 

tlw hotolkeq,<'r unduly profitcrring lw said 
"Xo; thL'l'l' wr•rc let.tC'rs in the Pl'eS3." 

:\h. ~\IORG.\o;: I saicl I diu. 

ThP PHK:\1IEH: \Ylwt would be sa''l if 
th(' prO( •'Cdt>d ~0 ( , ll",( hi~ 
func ln C'OJbcqut'llCC' r~f 
appearing' in the llL'- spa pP•'::- ': 

:\Ir. :\lOHG\X: \Yhy don't vou t0\l the 
truth: I told ydu tha l I had a>ipro1.ched the 
Co:~1nti <:.,ionl"'l'. 

1 

Th l'nr.:~,'It<:H: Tlw hon mPmbrr sai I. 
:. :\1l; tlw1 (' h~ui lH't'l! l{'ttrl's in tlu' Pr(" .;." 

i\L·. MomHx: I said thcT' w<'ro letters 
in tlw Press a ,. ell. I said that I hucl 
ar,proached the• ( 'cnnruis>c,i(_ .:acr. 

The I'REi\liEll ~ I asked the hon. rncmLn 
a c!IrP<:t questwn. After the hon. member 
said _that. tlw hotPlkeepPr had b.·en prof~Cccr
~~2-' 1 :~,1,~d, ,. ,l?,id r~c;u bl·ing this beforp t~ht~ 
""onunl;:-S1onQr. I ne hon. nwmbPr sa1d, 
" \Yell. there ha YC been lctterc in the l'ross 
about it.'' If the hon. n1ernbcr and Dthers 
·do 11ot think it necr-s~ ary to rubn1lt the n1attrr 
theln:"Phres to the Cornn1issionpr how can thcv 
exp('Ct thp Connnissioncr to t'akp notice o'f 
letters in th~ Presf', which may U:ppu~r oYer 
allOll~Vll10U~ signatures? rl'he hon. Il181nber 
says that this officp is u~cless; that it has 
.clone no good to the people of Queeneland. 
I '"'!! proceed to -.how that it has, and that it 
ha:;;. sa Ye cl the people an enonnous amount o£ 
exploitation. It ha'' '·a':ed the people from 
pr Jfth_'ering, concrete evidences of which are 
in posse"ion of the department. and to which 
I an1 going to refer. The hon. n1en1ber for 
:Enoggera in his syll'ech quoted a lot of 
.figure,;.,. which \Y('l'C' 111ostly \yrong-. 

i\lr. KEHR : They were correct. 

[Hon. B. G. Theodore. 

Tlw PREMIER: The hon. member quoted 
a lot of figure::;, the deduction~ fro1u which 
wPrP wrong. 

~Ir. I{_ERR: Xo; rbey \U're r·ighL 

The PHJ~~1IER: The hou. nu•n1her :.;aid 
thut in \7 ictrn·i,__~, where then~ \YH" no Corn
ll1i'·''-ion0l' of Prict:s. thoro ha_- been a 
;·eduction in th0 CO' t of 1iYill~ than in 
buJ, wh<'rc there is Cmnnli:.;slone~· of 
P1·ic·_'S. 

::\I1·. I~ERR: That is ~·D. 

The l)HE}1IER: The Profitcering PrP~ e:l
t;;;ll _.A.c ~.as in force for two ~·tars. up to 
.:\Iar ·h last. The Commonwealth Statietil ian·s 
fi!..!,·ure~ ~ho\',T that. there vya~. an incr•a::-.P in 
tl!c co't of liYing· in all States except Qucens
]a,rc1 from .January, 1920. to January, 1921, 
a~Hl i-hcy show that a dccrca~,e took place in 
the uccTc•diug t\vPh-c rnonth;;:.. That period 
practical] coincid<•s \Yith the time the Pro
f-itccrlng· Pn'Y'. ntion .Act has been in opera
tjon. The Act can1c into operahon in ~Lnch, 
1~20. The :figurl's show that in ,Jannan. 1921. 
'" tom pared with ,J annary, 1920. the 'cost of 
li,·ing had decrcv'3ed in Qul~ensland b~T 6.5 
per cont .. and had increased in Victoria bv 
29.9 per Cd1t. :'\aturally. the following- yea'r 
t lwre \\·n:- a. bigger decrease in Victoria than 
then~ \\[h in (.2uC'('nsland, bceaust' then' had 
been ; 29.9 per cent. increase in the prP~._ cdiug 
twel, t' n1onthf'. 

:3Ir. I{ERR: ~1~~ figure~ are 1·ight. 
:C.h . .:\IOHC.\X: What is the ,tarting point'! 

'I'lll' PTIE.:\1 IEH: January. 1920. ',;a., tho 
~t ;uting point. 

:::.I1·. YowLES: The hon. gcntlcnLH sh)nld 
go baC'k further. 

Tht' PRE:\IlER: That y·as ,,-he-n the Act 
CttlllC into operation. and I a1n going back 
to th~1t tin1c. To sh·.nv how fallaciou::, the 
hon. gentlL'Ina.n's rca::::oning "\\·as, I will takP. 
th" L' o TTl'ar- .together during tho operation 
oE thi ...:\('' ~--.hen pricL'' were under the con~ 
trol of a Con1111i_ .. ,~jonc-r of Prices in Qupens
lanrl a:-; et.n:nparccl with "Victoria, \Yht~re there 
\:a-~ nu control of prices. During the nvo 

the cod of liYing in Queensland 
22.9 pe1· cont., and in Yi _loria it 

incrPasc,cl 2.8 per cent. 
1\Ir. KERR: That does not alter the fact 

1har cluriDg the la.-:-t t\YelYc months tht1 l'0 hat3-
LH'l'1l a gTL•atcr dccrca::;c in -Victoria. 

The PHE:1liEll: The Act ha.s been in 
opLl'ation for t";~, o years. 

21Ir. KEHH: That does not alter lhc ftg'Ln·cs. 
=.\1:-• u~)'l_li'l 'J are absolutely correct. 

The PRE:\IIER : The Commissioner of 
Prices j:::, pl~rforrning a. very useful and Yery 
ncce-.sary function in Queensland, and the 
GoYPrnn1cnt and Parliarnent \Yould bo 
pxtremcly foolish to nbolish the office. If it 
were not for the making of political capital 
aud the constant attack bv hon. members 
opposite on the Con1mission~r of Prices and 
tllP \et and the system, I would be quite 
content to allow the oflicc to justify it.,elf. 

::\h. Vov>LES: 'I'he office is only being 
attacked on thP Estimatl's each year on its 
own re~ults. 

The PRK:'I1IER: It is onlY each vear that 
I ha Ye to defend it. If hon. ;;1ember; opposite 
\\·ould not raise the matter, I would permit 
it to rernain without haYing- it drawn into 
thC' hurlc·-burly of party politics. It should 
bl' loft out of party politics. It is an insti
tution \Yhich can bP aYaikd of and mad<' use 
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of bv all ,,•otions oF tlw community that arc 
being· exploited. The Coinmi::.sionc-r Cdll act 
-on hi O\Yn initiative \vhere thero ::ne glaring 
inshlJJr·es o£ exploitation, but he n1ostly acb 
upon applications nwde to hi1n by con3Ull1Pl'::'. 

r:._,ta ller ·, or \vholcsa lcr". 1 as the case Ina;.~ be. 
Jlld he gvcs into the n1atter. -"..!.:a.ny ca:3cs 
·onw bcfon• hin1 fnnn disi·ant pari· of thP 

fatatP. T \vill gl-re a typical case: Au appli~ 
c,ttion \va:;; rr1acle to the Con1n1i:-.sionpr frorn 
the oolclior settle·; in the Tolga district. \Yho 
pciutcd nu bJ rlw Co:mntl ,::ioncr tha.t theY 
had to p<l.Y tl:c ~torckcPpPr3 9~d. a lo:lf fo'r 
'•read, 9~d. per lb. for beef. 'id. pPr lb. f,w 
su~·ar. 6d. }Wr lb. £01· rice, nLd f'O on. The 
~oJdlPI'S ·c~.id-

,, \Ye ca!"J.Hot stop [hon1 tlH'Y can 
charge :1s untch as theY fol" thL'Y 
krlO\'; \YP ('(lllllot. ~-0 P1SE:\Yh0l'P. \Ye Hl'.,' 

c~')]t]ior~ strugg-ling for a }iyin·2·. 
you \Yill get us a fair deal.'' 

Th0 Comrnissioncr \Yent lnto the n1a ttt'i' 
and rcL:~H tions ·<--t.'l'l' 1nadc in foul'teeu lead-
ing gro( lir11 BY thc·-e reduction~ tlw 
saying to nyer.•g·p· farnil~- in this lol'<-11-itY 
v.·ould nor be h·ss Ulan 6s. 1;er week. · 

:\[r. \'0\\'LLR: \\hat year >~~as that·: 

TlL l'REMIER: That was last ,.,,ar. Ill 
:a report ..,,-hich I ha; 0 rccci\-. ..,d f·L.Ul tlu' 
t'cllnnissioncY, he s 'y --

" In :\Iareh. J 920, '' h0n the Profiteer
hE~· l_;rCYf.:·ntion Act eatne i11to force. the 
co:;;t li,.-in':l' ., <ld hio·hf>r and to--ch::,-
it: )~, il~ (~uccn~l~nd 'tlEtll iD an~· 
other State. The £ollo\\-ing figures a!'.t' 
Lmn the Cornmonv -~~dth Stati:::tici<·JJ·-.. 
report, and sho\; the an1ounts nece·-sarv 
to ptucb. ;· · capital town in thf_, 
months of 1920, and Juue. 1922. 
\Yhat \Yfndd on the a\·f'r<L e 
£1 in 1911~~-

l\Iar('h, 
liJ~O. 

June, 
10~:2. 

~----- ____ i ____ ----~---
s. d. s. d. s. d. 

Hrh-banr- .liJ ·1 ~n 1l s ;, 
~yt11lC:,\' .. 3\l 10 :J:~ G () + 
Hobart .. ::~ 8 ! :w :) ,, 
Perth 38 ., ;JG 7 
Aclelniclc·. ·. 37 \) ;).) 7 - -Melbourne 3± + j:) u " 

. Bri~bnnP sho~ . .-, the gT(\atc n.'Jneticn 111 thL· 
(Ost of Jiying.-

:\Ir. EDWARDS: \\''" that when he .c:u ] 
the pri~e of the fanner,;' lmttcr: 

'I'lw PRE:\HER: The lwn. member is ilw 
:most lrr<'lf'Yant ntan in tht: flonsc; but 110\\

that he has miscd the question I do not mind 
telling hinl tbar the figures r:-et out here 
show that during that pl'riod bntt"r fctchPd 
higher prices in QucenslanJ than in anv 
other s:~a1e of tbc ContlllOil\YOaLh. For th~· 
hon. nH~l'lber's i11forrnation, let n1c nlCntion 
that dtu·ing the last b.Yo or thrct' \Yt.~eks 
the ~1iE~ l.Jr~ducrrs l~avo been approaching 
the' Commissioner to fix the price of milk; 
the dairynwn thernse}ycs hayc been asking
·rhe CJm:ni".sioner to fix the rni( •• of n1ilk 
for dist;,ibution in the city. 

0PPOSITIOx JYIE)IBERS: The retailers. 

The PHK:\IIER: J\'ot the retailers. bnt 
i he dairymen producing the milk. I am 

n,ot ~ay1ng there i~~ anyi-hiug wrong aJ'Dat 
tiJar. lt. is quitP 1·ight that he should step 
i- jf hC' cn.n san:- tlw l'rocluccr.s frmn C\rJJoita
lion. 

:\ir. YowLES: Do the fig-urr you havP 
quotcll 'f _,kc into consitlerati;n hou~e rentaL 

\Yell'' 

The J?RE~IIER: rrlwt is tl1o purd1asiug 
of 1llOIH'.\·. Tht> figure-.: Hhovv a 

111 the cost uf liYing. ·l1lw honse 
::·eura L al'l! Ju• Pl' ill Bi·i;-:;halw <"'an rlso
whPrl'. 

~Ir. ~\lonG.\:\: D~-::can~e of the wood<.'n Luild
illft."· 

TlH' PRE::VliETI: ::\'o; because hou;;r re>nt 
'·' cott1 ;·oiled. The report continues~-

.. The de>crca~<· in thr C()::::t of living in 
each S+ntf' since the .ProfitePring Pre
Y~'ntion _\.et CflLH1 into force in Quccus
l:tnd. i a.< follow,: 

Decrcasr'. 
Qnoellslrrnd 21.9 per cent. 
?\ .,~.· South \Yal0~ 18.9 per cent. 
Yi.:toria 11.3 per e·nt. 
~outh ..-\u• traJin no lJC'l' ('C'llt. 

T<~~htan-in 9.7 per ( llll. 
\Ycstl ;·n Austt·alia 3.5 per cent. 

'; 1 1}lC greatest cleerca~es are shown in 
Qncn',lsl·uHl und in :\cvy South \'.~ales, 
and in thos(• two Stah's l)rofitcering Pre
YPntion _\cts "'' PJ'e in operation dnring 
thf' !Jt-'riod st ltf;'d. 

.. Tlw Comn2mnv0alth Statistician' 
cr;.".t of living returns -arc ba--::,t~J. rnain!y on 
tiw retail selling price of pri1n·uy pro
dllcis. thn v:holc~·"lh' pri('cs of \Yhi.ch 
1.1'P nnco11trollQd ,and generally !llluch 

higl1cr in Que :!n.,lancl than in any other 
~tale. The faet that in such returns 
Qupenslnnd is shov;n as the chcane'Jt 
liYing" StatC' is due to the reduced (~osts 
of di.c.:.tribution bet\ ccn the retailer and 
tlh' c·on~umc•r and to the ]ll'< c,Jt lmv 
priec.s of 1ncat. 

··In ldclition. tlH' up~:rat.ion . .; of the 
1 )roiltcerine,· J )rcvontion \( t. havt.' 
i'CSnlt('d J1J S.tYiTI~' the (.JllSllllWl' lTI(lllY 

thon:"ands o£ potn\Js on other rwcpssar:v 
cornnlodVtif'·', iHdnding drapcl',v, boots 
and shoes. ~rroc~·l'ies. patent. nH-'dicinf'~, 
l.nrilding- nwterials. fcrtili:-cr , &(' .. \Yhielt 
al'l' ll(Jt taken into ron::-i·dcrat.ion b"· thP 
Htrrtisticjan in c~ti1nating- the co'st. of 
liviEg ill the YEniou· Stah~s . 

'· Dnring the y::ar "-
nnrl this toudtes the point as l.o whdhcr 
thf' C'oinnli~sioJJrr· pcTforins any useful func
tion or· not. If hon. nH?ITlbPrs would study 
th" Cornrni~siouorjs repo1.·t to Fee what h.P 
1~ doinv.. th07 vvou1d not n1ake suggestions 
th ,t his ofliec is not a uocful OIW and slwuld 
lll' rrbolislwd. It should onlv be abolished 
if V rliamcnt is prepared· to hand the 
people over to the ra)Jacity of the profttecr. 

GOYER";\IEXT ::VlnJBERS: H0ar, hear ! 

The PREMIER: Tlw Commissioner says-
'· During the y<'ar a total of 516 notifi

n tions and price lists were issued to 
tra dcrs, as against 302 for the year ending 
30th June, 1921. 

'' I estimate the total saving to the 
corL'umor through the operations of the 
Act during the year at not less than 
£720.000." 

Mr. 1\IonG\N: Rubbish~ 

Hon. E. D. Thcodore.] 
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1'HE:I.1IER: It is nli \'Cl'·: wl'll fnr 
th(- 1nc·rnber. \Yho pr{'tcud::; t~> 
an a riclJh1ral district, to f'tick up 
citv trad~r who wants to l'xploit him. 
off;t-E' of Cnmn1i·"-.;ionci· is e.ninent]v ju tilicd. 
:K ot on l v a re the cor :JUnlCTS bcnpfl~tn(:l b\· tlH• 

actual ~;ri· • thatJ nr-c re-duce~ d. but, n·- ·· hon. 
1.tH'n1lwr,.., LlH'Jn::-dYP:J hti vc sh{r\Vll, the trader-, 
are charv about charl~·ino· higher pricl"' than 
''rhat thc;v kncrw the Co1~nnissioul~1· of Prices 
will allo;,., Therefore the inclin•ct g·ain to 
the con :nrners o£ thi::; Statu i·J ('l1or7nous. 

}lr. :\lonGAX: \Y1li yon explain \Yhy tlu"\ 
Conunl:- -lunc·l' ha;> uot attcnclrd to the lice11 -rd 
victuallers'? 

The I'HE'I.llER: The hon. m :lllwr Io 
wrong·. \Vhere an a}lpliea.tion ha· been 
made, he has fixed the hotel tariffs. The hon. 
rncnlbc-· to Btisbauo and Rockbarnp~ 
tvn. \Vhat happened'? _.:-\ccoinnloLlatiDll 
( :u1 bo got iu Hrisbn110 at 27~J. 6cl. per \YCCk 
and urnva.rd . 

::';lr, :'.10RGA:-: : ·where., 

The PREMIER: 0\iot at the BclleYue 
Ilotd--not at the hotel where the sq'latter,; 
stop! A11d if the hon. member wants to 
ha Ye the hotel tarif[ at the Belle vue l-l otcl 
fixed, it is no u~o making application, bccansP 
the Cornrni~sio11er of Prices is not there for 
the purpo::;e of fixing Ol' regulating the p1·ice 
of luxuries or ··jazz'' dancing. (Opposition 
intcnuption.) If the hon. member can show 
that the tariff in the hotels where the com
monalty of the people-the workers and the 
traYeilers who arc out to mab• their liveli
hood-arc staying is extortionate or inordi
nately high, oi~ that the tariff chal'f·ed at 
boarding-houses is )lr·8fiteerin:;-if he \Yill 
bring the evidence bcfon~ the Comrnissionet· 
of Prices, no doubt the Con1missioncr will 
move; but the sugge&tion that the hotel 
taritr at the Bell<'Ync, Lennon's. or the 
Gr{'sham is too high, is too utterly ridicul
ous fm_· .,,_-ords. The hon. 1ncmbcr for }iurilla 
said the Con1u1issioner wntched the 1n·ice lists 
of the big finns, a.nd, when thc;.T i~sued a 
price list for k"-'rOsl~nc and galYanised iron, 
he c.:_u1ll' along tho \Yeck after with hi, list. 
That ;;ho\vs the 11011. n1nrnber'fi ignorance of 
the way in which thP Cor·l?:1li~-,-;_,ionPr }H'oveeds;. 
The ConFnissiouc~r has not in anv case i· __ :ued 
lh1~lt notifications or proc1m~ultion . ...:. In 
rac•h c;H;c 1.dH'l'C he hP,s i:ssned a not1ilca· ion 
it ha~ b J'tl >.-:ith :1 Yicw to rc:ducing ur con
trolling the prieC'. In sonw ea -es the \Yholc
~a1--'rf:, SLH·h <:L· Lysaghts, have issuE:'cl pr}".e 
li::-t > for wholc::-alc price~ of grd>:anjs{'cl il'on 
and \Yirc and nthel· thingc. ~)f that kind, and 
the Con1n1i~.~loncr has had to con1P in and 
{j the· rctni.l tn·Ic'~ to prcvrnt the rctai1Prs 
prnfitcering w}10n th<•rc bas b0c>n a rcdurtion 
!u the \Yhoh nle price; and in each case he 
l1 s had jnstif-ic,ttion for doing it. ThP sa1nc 
thing ::~pp11cs iu rt'.;;·ard to k{'ro~cnc and other 
cmnmoditlcs, including fPrtiljscrf', and the 
(\m1n1i2-;:;ioner has ruccivcJ the co-1nn1enda
tions of the fa1'Hl0rs fo1~ prcv0nting ]lrofitPcr
i~Hr in the di~tr1bui ion of ferti11sers awl other 
thi'•':~·s. 

:\h. C'OLLlXS: HL'ar. heat· !-The th. nk of 
the farrn<..!r~-,! 

:.:\lr. TZLnR: I think i-lw rli::ach·;Jntagcs 
innnensc'l·y ouhvcin·h the udvaJntage of huvin'2,· 
the Conn,ni ,sioncl'·~ 

The PRE:\IIER: That ;, a diffcr<'nt tono 
fn)m .,_vhat the bon. n1e1nber assu1ned before 
dinner: he is eo1ning ronneL The hon. rrlCl11-

[Jion. B. 0. Theodorc. 

lwr \viH illH1 there i~ justiiieution for \Yhnr 
'l:ll' c·umJni:--:-.;otl-('j' i.-: dunl!-!.', and for the ('011-

tinuc•d cx:i:~t('llce of tho ofiice. 

::\JI·. KERR: ::\"o. 

Tllc PREi\liER: The Commi··oioncr Js a 
~C·lltlcnu:n o: a~1lliiy, and ab olutcly fair
;nitHlc<.l i:1 the conUuct of his ofEcf'. 

::\Tr. DEBBE\GTON (Dru rton): The 
Pn:tnic1· g,n p us to undcns.tand that theTt' 
j3 no price flxa.tion unle5s ono n1a.kcs n. 
eon1plaint. 

The PnL\HER : I did not say there \Ya · ne. 
price {i,:ation unh .;:;s one rnadc a con111laint. 

::\lr. BEBBI:'\GTON: The hon. gentlernar 
infel'l'Ctl that no action ,,-as taken unless a 
comjllaint was mads. \Vo, kno'Y. that thoro 
n r0 towns j nst :-1 te\v n1Iles distant fron1 
Bri~bane wher0 the prices of meat vary by 
25 ne 30 per cent., and no action iB taker, 
]1v the Commissioner. Then there a1·c other 
li.nes. The hon membc·r for Stanley quot~d 
a ca'e the other night where a certam 
machine. manufactured at a cost of £10, 
\\ ;LS retailed to the farmer at £36. J:Jas the 

Con1n1issioner rnadc anv 1nquuy 
['7.30 p.m.] in~o that cast'? No ! T.he Com· 

nusswncr doC's not control any
thing-. Ho just sits in his office, and waits 
there until ,omcono comes along and make'. 
a complaint. Before hon. members oppo· 
sitf' o·ot on to the Treasury benches they 
alwa\"'s talked about dealing with the ~rusts 
and combinc·~. They said theY would u;tro· 
duce a Bill to tleal with trusts and combmes. 
Thev have been in poi.Yer for seven years. 
and" the~< ha\Tl' never prosecuted a single 
trnst or' combirlf'. hut have left them to 
pn_'y on th0 con1munity, practically far \Vor:,e 
than oYer thc y were before. 

::\Ir. STOPFORD: They prevented an in
crca c iu the tran1 fares. 

::\Ir. HEBBI="GTO:N: Wn kno,,- that a 
ccrt••iu article which cost' £10 was retailed 
to the fa rmcr for £36. 

::\IL \Y. C'ooPER: \Yhat was that article'? 

; It-. BEBBI:'\CTON: It was a farming 
that thP hem, member knmw 
all about. As a matter of fac-t 

of p.._·j~ ::'~ mcre1:v registers 
t1u~ rnndc by tradc1·s. 

The PhE~ITEH: No. 

:\lr. BEHBI:\GTOX: The trader nu<kr" 
dH-' rC'dn('ticn, and the Cmnm1ss1rner regJ~
tcrs tlw n•clucod price. and then take· cre.clrt 
:for hnYln{r !?ilYC'cl. 30 n1urh. 'rhe who1

1B t~nng 
H " but nonscnsH and a. farce, and 
it will he so unless it is athninie.terc~d 
()ll ground~. rrhP Comn1i ,sioner . of 
Pric0s should fintl ont the coet of. farm m~ 
Jnttrhincr·-, and sboulrl not allo\-v an 1ncre~scd 
price to h · chu rgctl : yet h~ lets tlw· c article~ 
~lip thnn1gh 1ns fingers -n:1tnout a.ny cDrnn1cn 
T;ha.tevcr. 

~.lr. KEHR (Fnoygcro): I wish to eta11d 
b\' thf' fig·nrc-s v;hirh I prcYiously gaYe tn 
tiw Cormnit.tcl'. I orrlrJha·-,;i-e thn f~ct that 
thf' Price Fi~ing Comrnissioner in \'ictor.ia 
Y>fl•, di~routiuuc-d in 1920. 

::\Ir. STOPFOED: Yes, the figures 11roYc that. 

}lr. KF.RE: I tonk the fignrc' for 1921. 
and ·-hawed that t}u;re was a decline in thn 
('0 :;-f Df 11Yirnr ... .,.,·hich in V-,-jctorla nnHHtntc(t 
to 3.'. 6d. an~d in Queensland to only .1s. ScL 
in_ the £1. .. -\l,...:o, so far as grocencs are-
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{_'{IJ:JC'l'r::':cL dtc dl'c1ir1l~ jn \yicturia. \Y1H·r~' 
l}1L'rC' '·a_, no Cor!llni;siorwr {)f 1?1·iccf', ·was. 
6·< 6d., v. h1lo in Quf'C'ns1alld, v-d1Pl'f3 .·p h~tY(' 

ConlL i-.,,ioncr of Prices. the d(~dinc is onh· 
6d. Yon cannot coa1bat those figureS. 
Pn:>r;1ier ~hould go irito the c~)st of living 

_, tnc L'~yv0r~ment carne Into pDwer. 
H • IYill find that the cost of livin!F has re

mon:> in Victoria since 191,f than it 
Qnccn land. All through, Victoria 

" i" a better position than Queensland. 
'rhere is 11- decrease in t.he amount sPt down 
fn,· this dcpartnwnt. which shows that the 
office utust be ·dt:clining-. It is useles::> 
ofrld', .and it is no u8e h:ylng to deceive this 
Cmnmlt_i·.ee by saying that th(~ Goyernment 
art· saxrng thousauds o£ pounds to the conl
r:mnity. The Premier quoted figures regard
ing nndertakings in many to'wns \vhel'o the 
Commi,sioncr of Prices has operated. I 
~aye a list hero containing 134 items relat
rng to the grocery trade. It contains prac~ 
tically en•rything in a grocn\ shop. On 
the snrface of thint;-;, can any reasona.ble 
man tell me that the Commissioner of Prices 
has gone through the details mentioned in 
this list? Has he gone through the details 
r<•garcling the production of borax. or any 
other item? \Ve find the Premier 'claiming 
l.ha t certain pric~s had been reduced by 
the Commissioner; but what happens? \Ye 
know tha.t the price is reduced bv the trade 
and the Commissioner merely sanctions it: 
In regard to a household commoditv like 
soap, the manufacturce reduces the" price 
by ~d. per bar, and tells the Commissioner. 
rrho n_-..su1t is an order in the " Government 
Gazet~e," and . the next thing is that 've 
hear t.he Prcm1er sayinrr that the C'ommis
'ioncr has brought dmvn the price of soap. 
It is utter nonsense for the Government to 
take credit in this connection. It would 
take the Con1mi~--:ioner, thf: inspector, the 
seer PI a~-y. the: typist., and the 1ne· scngor a 
~o11g tnue to go through this list of 134 
1tems; and that only d<eals with one trade. 

:\lr. P .\ Y::--iE (Jiitch r /1) : Hon. members 
orn1mite uwy hayo a right to criticise anv 
}:~t inud.e that the Cion~rnmcnt bring fol:
·ward. 

Hon. \V. H. I3ARXES: Certainly, \VC haYR 
t h <11 ri r~ ht. 

:\h. PA Yi:\E: You have that right, bnt 
V()ll L .Ye no nght. to h·,v and hit any officer 
;Jf tlJ(_' d0pc~ rttnc·ut lY!lo \V thr~ belt. 

:\Ir. ICn~E: 'i\'c <lre no;_, di~ ... :n:: in;- the 
('H!ccr. 

=~ll'. PAY);E: Of cou1se you ,'re. The 
hnn. !JJL,nber fo1· 1-lnrilla disC'UB3ed the 
oHicer. an_d ·.by innuendo and by snC('l'ing 
rt"·uwrL.:. IntJma ted to thi..:. Con1n1ittce that 
the Cornn1ission0r of PricPs. l\.Ir. Fcn'2.', did 
not know ihe wa;· to do thec.e thinc:s him
~t'l f. Lut \1 .• ts in::,tructcd by tho GoYcrnn1cnt. 

:\L·. :\IORGA:.r: Exact,lv. I do not know 
y1 ... th .t he is in~truct·~~d bv tho Govcrn-
ll1('nt. Can yon tnll n1e·: · 

:\Ir. l'AYJ'\E: Th" hon. member knmYs 
tltnr :\Ir. I<errc· ca.nnut gPt up in this House 
illlrl dl'fend hirn!3e1f. The Hon. member kno\YS 
yr•yy \Yr>ll that he i·3 an officer. 

:\h. :HonG.\X: Do vov mean to sav that 
lw has not got hi.~ ~ inetructions fro~n tLe 
(_~oYt"l'J1111ent? 

:\h. PAYXB: Tlw Commissioner of 
Pr:('(•.;: fix(';:; the pl-if'c;;; hinl~Plf. 

:,J t'. :\lORGAX : He gds his instructions 
fnm1 rht' CoYcnnncnt. 

:'ilr. Fcny is an <ibsolutely 
~lHlll. 

~\Jr. :\lonGA~: The relli-:tribution of sc~l·~ 
"-hn·.\·:-: tL<:lt. 

~1~·. ('C'U.JXS: lllllLWllJOL'• agalll. 

The ho!l. nH~-rnbcr for 
use anything eh. but 

1. havL no brief }'or =\lL Fl-.'l'i',: 

officc•r in the d~ partn1e11t. \YhilC 
E1aY be wirhi:1 their rights 

1 he (;oYPrnrncnt, it is not a 
~·air rhluf!" ro attack ofl-lccr:::; b.? innuendo. 

}Lr. ::.iC'HGA:\: ]Jidn't yon critici~o ~I ·_jor 
('ab ill, the la re Conu·ni~sioner of Police, after 
the ·;ctH•ral strike in 1912'? 

:11r. PA YXE: Anythin~ I said about Com-
11Ji,~ioJwr Ce.hill I ,.,·ill stick to. (Opposition 
jnterrnption.) 

~lr. 1\.:_t:RR: "\:ou cannot ha Ye it both Yr,tys. 

'.lr. l'AYXE: I sav thr• Opposition are 
llct plrtying the ganre i;1 ge.tt~ng- at an officer 
whc•n he camJOt get up in th1s Chamber and 
reply, and when they know that he. is onl_; 
actin<>· within the four corners of Ius duty. 
The /.:'hon. mcrnber for Enoggcra quote-d 
ti~·un-; to ~how that the cost of living· \va·,, 
h;gher in Quecnoland tha1l in Victoria; but 
I thiuk that anyouc who looks up " Knibbs"s" 
fio·,ucs will be satisfied. as the Premier· 
sl7m\-'d, that a family living in Yictoria dur
iu_ the past fom· vears would have to pay 
22:9 pc1· r·ent. morC'' to lin> than a family in· 
CJueen·laNl. \Vh,· do hon. members want to· 
, idL";tep t hf'<:-c q ue~tions ·r 

}[r. .J. H. C. RonER'fS: You admit that 
the vo 3t of liYin,; had gone up 50 per cent. 

:\Ir. PAYXE: I am admitting nothing; l 
mn puintin~_, out facts. Fact~ ~11:0 Ycry Q.\Vk
warrl tl1it1gs to stnrnble up ag·arnst; talk :is 
cllr-ap. Fact arc facts 2 and the fact ren1ains 
that dul'ing th0 Jast few ;:ears a. fa1nily living 
in Que<'E:·dand liYcd 22.9 11cr r~ut. cheaper 
tluu~ i11 Y-ictori<L .. \n .OlH~ \vho advocates the
d_Lolir: 1~1 of tl10 C.'untmi .;:]oncr of P1·ice~ ]-:~ 
net ._::)mPthiu~· jn tlw best int'-'rcsts oi 

(:f rhi.') ~~tatP, but 1~; Y~Drki11g in 
of thP beef boo1llcre. Anyonu 

the Cmnn1js,)io1H"t' ha,;; V not 
tY.o ' ars c>xerci:-:cd a l·Jntrol 

O\c•'l' tl!~"' co~t- c:f l~Ying in QuPcn:.:lund J~ 
:-p ,tki!!~:' 
"~ l t JH~ 
Tiwt it : 

thou•:ht, allJ does no<: 
nbout. \Ye_• Hllt:--t 

ult iiHh:ctl for any Corn-
to thP thing pt~rfecd:; < 

th~tt the· CouEni·" __ ic nc1·, 
nu1n <Lnd not 'yarning 

ha· v bc·ou crcutlon~ at 
I am mtisfied that. when he 

in thl~ 
JJOt n1<ttter in 

n<.~.,.. no 1"_•;--;ltatinn in 
-hinc; it. Tlwn \\'(' ltaYC had all this talk 

±i:..ing the 1HJ;_,-j tariff-: in elcctorato 
and I, ;;-iug the b~p; l1nteis in citic., go 

frl'r 'Yhat 1he Prt~rni~~r said i~ true. 
arc C'·.-rdoadecl \Yith ntoucy and 

tn ?0 to (-ir::t~cla":iS hoto1.:; Cfltl do ~·~: bu 
111 all' the hon. InCnibCl' for ::\Jnrilla 
forg·<'t' tn the Comr::ljUc'\ that wlu·:n rho 
•·hr.-l'':C':-' llc ltlentior;cd wPre lll~tdC' it \Vas race 
,lJJ.1 ,.nY timP ja Hockha1npton. and that 
tl1l'~- ','f( l;Dt tltl' ordinary f)l'i( PS charged_ 
to rh~, nn1inarv trn \Tp] lPl'. It v, as an 0-xcep
t:orJd] rime. \\ 11c·n thL· p1uce was c:ro'.-Yded out, 
nnd tht· h, like· CYCr}'nllp else--ha 
did nor r·ay~> ·<tnycd wjth hin1 or 
r:or~uy,k adYalltl'_ge contlitiollS to put 

21-1,. Pay ne.] 
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U]1 hi-- pri __ •c.:. um qn1h' <;;ati-.fieL1 that, if 
~Ton go 1 here y;ill ~2:cr vou~· fare 
Hnwh rnore durin;l,· that tiinC'. 

:\Ir. :HoRG.\:\: Du :: JLt tllink it f. ir that 
h{_• should nuJJ.;:c~ .:.n('h dntrJ·es ·: 

Xo: lJut ho .v. in tl1c na1ne 
scn:-;.;. coulrl the CmnnJi~_.ioner 

tlrtt hap11C11ed on tluee 
,,-cl'~ ch~trg:ing bigger 

but ho\Y coulc! 
< XJV:•··t Co!Jilni,;;;.~ioner 
matTer ~r:·ddc·~lly '! 

.~\'l~r. Co~ TELLO : p ro::-:f'cutc t hClll. 

~\Ir. ~\IOH(i_\X: lie know." ]t },;,; r·oing on 
t:·Hl·y in tlw llntl·i~ ill Bri· bcuw. 

The CIL\.Ill.~L\:-.i : On,cr : 
\L. P ~\ Y:\TE: I um 

.~ar\1 ., :-ta{f 
bcin-:r f:. id 
Oppc ition on. 

The CHATR\1.-\~\: OrdPr. 
ll10Jnbcrs on rny left \.ill re:::.pect 
orLlr-r. 

"llan
\Yhat i-..; 

of ~he 

ape• lwn. 
!ny- call to 

I-Ioxo1:R.\BLE :~\IE)JB~ ns: lf ear~ hc·al'! 

::.\Ir. P ~\\_-~,-E: I renf at that th-~, lw 1 ~. 11>l'P1-

bcr for ~Inrilla. Ol' ~arn- hou. 111U11bc·r \Yho 
~laudcrs an ofllecr iH an:: d:..•p:.tl"trlH.'llt iu 'order 
tc) 2;et at th0 Goyc-·nnH.~nt. is not playing the 
g:au1e. 

~",h·. FORDE (lhf 'c-lwmptol!): Haying 
li~tencd to the• futile• eriticis:rn of hon. l11Clll· 

be1·s oppoFitr of tbc Corrnni· -:ioner of Prices, 
I \Yish, a::3 nu•n1bc;· for llodduunp~on. to pro
tt•·t again~r thP snggf':-:tioH that thP position 
~hould be· aboll:-:hPd. I < JH satishe·d that the 
(\ lnlni:::-.'·ioncr hn~ doue good \YOrk. \Yith 
ren·ard to the ~tafcnH~nt rnade Lv the hou. 
n1~rnber for =~Inrilla, con1pla.ining~ about the 
hid1 tariff at hot ls in Rorkhummou. I do not 
kr:.Ow <.'cllythino· about hotels in Roc·kharnptou 

£1 .:"'. 6d. lH'l' tiu.:.-. I kno\\~ I 
to ::-ta\· at 1::w of tho·,p hotel~. 

a;. doe . .::. uot charg·c rnorc 
2:.. p<'l' . allt1 thp\· look ;iter rne 
\\'C'll; htt jf the' h(Jn. ll1<'InbcJ..' fo1· 

want'- to '•ta,Y at fir·: ..... hotel:::. 
\Yhere t.hev have dw •· jazz:· and 
bpautiful iiJ.·l~ to -dance •xitb. he n1u:.::.t cxpee:t 
tCI pa~ first-clas~ rates. It is "\':el] for us to 
gla.:nce at nu::- pa:-,t anJ sec \Ylwt thp GoYC'l'll
fllf.'llt haYc accomplished in chc,cking the cost 
of 1 lYing ~ince the:,, took ofllce in 1915. 
~Lo1·tly after th(•:v c U1!C' into pG\YE'l' the~- took 

to CJn·L ol profitu~1·inu·. and iD a period 
ninf' n1onth ... 'he cost o1" 1iYing- \Y2-.: rcducerl 

bY 12.6 r ce11t. Th· Fedt'rn.l GoYPl'lll11ent 
tlJCll, the '·uw \Yar PrecuutiDm Act, 
by Yirtue of 1vhich tlw)· pl'eYento-d the nHtrinE' 
C'E~fi.neri'.-l fro1n OJH'n.ttiug on their banking 
~1ccount at the tiu1P of thP shippin~· stril;:t~. 
and bv virtnP of which tlH.'V enable-d the 
f ~dmi'nc O\Yl1C'rs to 1nakc a prOfit of clo',e 011 

£LOOO.OOO in 19:6. ·~ok a\vn from the 
Quetnsland C:ov. l'nmPnt thC> Po\Yel' "!.O Hx 
pric _s of cominoditiP.s, and :,ppuinted a 
Feel• ral Price F1xiug Connni~-"-iolier \Yho \Yfl:'! 

o uH:re .sharn. I-Ii· did not do an\.- work at 
:Jl: he practica.lly sat in hi> ~ffic:> aud 
'~a e the nroiitc.•er.s a frcC' run. \Yhen 
the Con1n1or{" .. ,_ t alih took that power frcnn the 
-Qu0cnsland Government the price of '?oap, 
kerosr11e, aud other articlE'"'' went up in1l118-
-f1iatel_y. OYer a ~hort prrioz1-bet'>l·ern 
:2'\oyember. 1916, and September. 1917-the 
eo~t of living incl'cased b~~ 7.4 per cent. 
When :VIr. I-Itwhc•s wa.s on his \Yav to Aus
tralia fron1. En-rrland, ho said that.~ vvhen ht< 
got back to ... -\uStralia. h0 wrrs goin'! to shoot 

[Jir. Payne. 

profitccr..s. \\~ben he reachl•d Fren1:1r:t:o 
said ho was goin~· to fight then':. \YI10n 

h0 got to Aclclaiclc thcv met him ut Hw boat . 
..c\t ._:.\{clbcurnc he F-ai:-1 he would a 
Comm·i::--~ion to go "into the matter. 
aftc 1'\\' .. lrds he ~\,as rnado a n1cn1bcr 
~>Iillio.n.:; Club. a~xl c haYe ht:aTd 

~\~x. !L.:ghes the profiteers t ver 

Mr. PK\SE: He G·ot £25,000. 
:'I:·. FOHDE : 'Th,1t i>< so. Of umrse. }h. 

Ilughr,,, rnight say thrrt ho did 110L hav'c tbo 
pc\\'Cr to cleal vvith profttr :rs. Let n1c quote 
one of his own Ple::.._tors--a rrHlll who1n he 
Plevated to the Co1nn1onwealth ... ..\..rbitraf )H 

Ber:ch tho other dny, Sir J"ohn Quick. rrhat 
~.:;ontlcnwn pnbli .heel. <1 rnonun~cnt~l \\~ark nf 
LOOO page·~ entitled, ··The LcfnslahYc Po\YPrs 
of the Contnlon\\'C·alth 8.lld f:)taL·s of .. Au;:;
tnlia." Iu tho prchcu to that book Sir 
,JCJbn Quick says-

.. l~ nd0:: thC' px:i~ting- Corrln10lHVPaltn 
pmYers the cyi]s of proliteering·, could be 
combntfd bv the follo"\Vlll<2.' alt,'rnat:vc 
1uethoJs :- u L 

1. r:raxation. 
2. Fi ation of Pric ''· 
3 ... A.cquisition." 

:\ o1 withstand.i.n~ that, tlw ComuJOlll·, (a lt h 
Govcrnm0nt cli~l ub olutd:, nothing. \Yh: ' 
Becau::,c ~1usc ·Fho were 1nakin;; exto:i.·tionate 
proilt.· out of the prin1ary producPE n_nd ~~w 
\Yorkcl' \VL"C' t:lC friends of the 1\atwnalt:-t, 
party uncl \Vt•re ~uvplying the fight~ng fun\b 
IYiih whic-h the 1-IughPs party cont(l ::cgan1 
offtrc. 

~,1 r. COLL!X~: And they subscribed tioe 
!Jl'C entation fund of £25,000. 

::\ir. FORDE: Y '· Although the Hughea 
GoY~l"Jment \VCTe prc·pared to take action. to 
·l~cfcat the 1narinP enginer::rs by prcyent~ng 
thctn op0rating on their hanlnng 
accoun;·, took no vction to prevent the 
pro{ii·ec' ,, and the big IllRnufactu~t-l'".i ~har"·
ing extort,ion .. tc pdcc~ fo:c furn111tg ll11plc
l1l~Dt". The fixation of pri< is a nHlttcr that 
p}wuld be L alt ·with b~: the CoiHilJOD\YCalth 
GoYernn-1•. nr. The hon. n1Cn1b~ r for Eno(:!~:;C'rtL 
hacl sonlC'thing to say regarding 1920-1!121. 

i\lr. I(ERR: ?~o, I had not. 
'Ylr. FOHDE: ··Knibbs's" figures show that 

in JanuarY, 1921, ccnnpared with .Januar~", 
1920, in Ql1c;•n~lancl there .,,~as a dec·1:e se_ Ut 

the cost. o' livino- of 6.5 pe;· c·,nt.; m :c\e'": 
South "\Yal''s th3rc wa~ an. increr:;.8c of 11.~ 
per cent. : in Sonth Austra~1a an .1ncrcas? of 
15.9 per e~ut.; ln Tasn1an1a a1.1 111Ct:e~se ~f 
16 per cent.: in \Yc·ctNn Austrul;a an mcrea,o 
of 16.3 nL~l' ('\ nt. : and in V 1ctona an tncrca::.c 
of 29.9 -per cent. 

:i\lr. FL•·:TCHEll: Tctk.' Septc'mbcr of the same 
year. 

?.I,-. FORDE: In Ff'bnmry. 1921. compared 
with February, 1920, Quee1_1slan~ showe_d ~ 
decrease of 4.1 per cent.; 1'\ew South \\ alb 
an in<:rc·ase of 7.7 ]Wr ct'nt.; South Austruha 
an increase of 14.2 p r coat.: \Vc,.t<'rn Aus
tralia an increase of 12.9 per cent.; Tasmam:1 
an incn•ase of 15.1 per cent.: and \T1cto_r1a 
an increase of 25.6 per cent. The J.'rofitccnng 
Prevention .. Act can1e into operat1on-a.s \~1e 
Premier rightly stated-in :VIarch, 1920. 1lle 
Comnwnwealth Statistician';:; report for that 
month showed that the increase in the cost of 
living since the outbreak Df war had been 
greater in QucPnsland than. 111 any othe:· 
State, bccau"e tlw power wJ::wh the Queen .. -
laud Government had of fixmg th0 pncc of 
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cnn1n1o~.lit ~cs had been taken avray fron1 them 
hY tl1c Commonwealth Gov-rrnment under the 
1\~ar Precautions Act. ThCJ increase in the 
co'r of Ji,~ing in QLroen~land up to thr.t timo 
wa··· 86.9 p~r cent. But after the Commis~ 
;.ionor of Prices had be •n operating the Act 
for a period of five months Queensland 
ranked only third, \vith an increase of 94.4 
pr-· cent. since the outhrcak of the war, as 
abai11st an inen'ase in -Victoria of 103.9 per 
cent.. anc1 in New South Walos of 98.8 per 
L nt. : :-o that the inftnence of the Comniis
cioJwr ,., "' fdt aimed immediately. Accord~ 
ing to i h'2 Con1monwealth St:atistician's 
report. l-hc follo1Y'inq- a1nounts \Ycre ner:cs2ary 
to pnrchP • in the monthJ of Niarch, 1920, 
and Jnne, 1922, what wonld lmYe cmc, on the 
aY('ragP, J.:l in 1911:-

Brisbane 
~y-dney 

Hobart 
Pertil .. 
Adelaide .. 
Melbourne .. 
-~~-----

: }farr'h, ! .Tunc, 
10;..: J. ' J 0~2. 

s. d. 8. d. 
._:.\) ·• :Jl 11 
:n ]() ;j,J (\ 

:lS 8 :16 f> 

': 

:l'' 2 :JU 7 
:37 \) ;);) 7 

I :14 4 :3:3 () 

I 

TnlprovcnH.},nt 
in the,;:, dnriug 

· p,,riocl.. ~ 

8. d. 
8 
G -± ., ;j 
~ 

l 7 
~ 

,, 
4 

--~------~---~~-----

That oho·,- s that, since the ~\.et came into force 
in Queensland. the cost of living has decreased 
21.9 pet· cent. as against 11.3 per cont. in 
Tory~governcd Victoria-proving that Queens~ 
GoY('rnmPltt rolinqui.:;hed control, the cost of 
Jiying. The Commonwealth Statistician's 
n·port proves tl1at, when the Commonwealth 
Gon~l'illTl.C'nt relinquished controL the co:"t of 
EYing \va.s higher in Qneenslaud than it V>"W3 
in anv other 8tat • in .'\.ustralia · that to~dav 
the c,;st of living is lower in Qw'ensland tha;1 
in any o_her State in _.A.ust,raJia; that, since 
The Profltecrjng PreYcntion Act can1e into 
for(P in Queensland, tho irnproverncnt in the 
YahH' of the sovereign, cmnparcd vv'ith its 
Yalne in 1911, '' Q<J marC' rapid in Queensland 
r~1an it Ynls in any othE~r State, and tho 
decrease in the <•1st of liYing has been greater 
in Queensland than in any othc r State. A 
l'ood deal of that is due to the work of the 
Commissioner of rriccs. The estimate of the 
~.a Ying-s on the various conunoditics rren
rioncd dttring the pr~riod ended 30th .June, 
1920. wa' .£720,000. On bread alone there ,,~as 
a sa villg of c£175,000; on fertilisers to the 
farmcJ a, snving of £11,000; on drapery, 
1•oors.. and shoes a ',<tYing of, approxirnately, 
A=~67,000; on grocoric; a saving of £246,000. 
Those- and the othPr iton1s aggregated 
£720.000. It Bho ,~s that not onlv one section 
of t~H' peo1dc ha \-C' bCnditcd, )Jut that the 
·whole of thC' peoplE~ lw....-c bcnefthd: and no 
'ne 111on~ thnn the :-;truggling -,rtdE'r, IYho 
{('1: rhe WL iq;·ht of the extortion ·tte pri( 0~ 
;( ... led by t}J'' friends of hou. member;-; 

\Ye lwarcl a good d0al to~night about 
11w of meat being too high. It is as 
l· t'll that 'Ye sbould ; gain got do1vn to facts. 
Y.~e ·will fi11d that in Brisbane in the Stato 
.<;;hops the price of ~irloin beef is 4~d. per lb., 
nnd the fixed price in other shops 6bd. per 
lL.: tbc price :in SydnPy is 8~d. per lb., and 
in l\Llbourne lOd. per lb.-good. old Conser~ 
Yatiw Yictoria, where they abolished the 
P'rofltC';<l·ing PreYcntion Act! 

·Mr. EDWARDS: \Vhere they buy our cattle. 

Mr. FORDE: They do not buy our cattle. 
T n Perth the price is lld. per lb. Is Queens~ 
lanci'i; favoured position not due to the 

influ,_ nee c1f Lahon1· Icgidation~to the conl
pctition of tlw State shop' and the interven~ 
tlon of tlu c·onnnissioncr of Prices? If \OU 

go right do"'n the list, :~ou will find that 'the 
prict! is lowC'r in B1·isbt'n0 than it is in any 
oth<'r capital city in Australia-duc to Labour 
lcgi.~lntion. 

In addition. \Ye fmcl that th0 manufacturer2 
n f'' doin~~ well in Qneensland. Everyone is 
doing- \Y('!L bt•cau:se th(' GoYcrnn1cnt bclie~·e 
in -~iYillg a fa.ir de to all, .and not in 
g-iYiiJg all the to a f0w. In the 
prodlH t , in Queensland in 
1914. \Y:tg'C ~ Ol110Ulltcd to 
£4,211,000. The Yaln· nf the output was 
£25.400.000. ln 1920 the ,;alarin and wages 
illllonntPd to £6.718.000, and thP valuc of 
tlw ontput to £39.7f3.0CO Although rhe 

"·oriel i' cufiNinp; a period of 
l8 Jl.llt.j dPprc~.~i,H:. the px:port-; of the 

CcnnnlmJwcalth .:-ho\V that the 
('~omrni:-;sioul'r of Price·_· in Qnconsland has 
Hut hnrn.strnng production. as hon. 111Ctnb,_•rs
"DJlO.itc would le'tll people to believe. \Ye 
lind that 1<:::··1 -c,ar there va:-: an increase in 
<•xpon,; in Qu(·encland of £200.000; in .:'\ew 
Sonih \Yales " dccn•'"r nf £2.500,000; in 
\~ictoria a decrease of £8.500,000; in South 
An,.tralia " dcn·cao<' of £2,800,000; and in 
r:ood olcl Tor. ~r:on'rncd \Y est ern Australia 
a d,,cre.t:'c of £" ,000.000. \Ye are told by 
botl. r:JcJnbcu oppo,.itc that. the Cornn1is~ioner 
nf Prices is levying a lH :1 v:.~ toll upon the 
prodaccr:--~ and bnsinc ~:...; DJt:n. :\o; but he is 
k0eping the exploiters of the pPople in tb0ir 
placc,-the profltec1 . and middlemen IYho 
arc ably represented !J~~ hon. members of the 
:'\ationa]i,t part"-, supported by hon. mcm~ 
hers of the Country pari:·. As a result of 
Labonr hegislation and the intencntion of 
!he Commissioner d Price;;. the people are 
as~i~tcd in putti11g Dwa~v a little ever:7 \veek 
iu the SnYillgs Bank that would otherwise 
g'O towards 11a,: iiJg the exorbitant prices for 
{ onnnodit ics. The aycrage a,mount of 
SaYings Bank depo·.its per head of the 
population in the Yarions States for the :~ear 
cnd<>d 3ht De ember, 1921, IS-

£ s. d. 
:\ ('W South \Yalcs 50 14 0 
Yictorj~, 44 15 0 
~out h :,u,;tra l ia 39 11 9 
\Y' ·tr'rll :\n trnlia 34 0 10 
Tasmania 34 11 2 
Qveensl,u;d 57 11 11 

The tWilit is that the \\Orkers, the small 
farnH·rs. and those \vho have small earnings 
arc able to go along to the Savings Bank at 
the end of the \Yeek to deposit thei1· 
snsillf-,:'3, <llHl the exploiters. -who have a free 
run in ether St·-:.teF. aro k0pt in che<.;k jn 
Quocn,]and. Hon. members opposite object 
to tilP lixation of prices. .A.rc not all pools 
a ::-~-~ten1 nf 1ixing l>rice.-.'? \Yhat about the 
gnarnntl~r j price for cotton for the three 

eudccl 3ht Ju!v lnst and for a further 
rs after 3lst .July uext year? Is 

fixation of IHict;; for the lllll'po3e 
the ir.dustr;'\·'? I f~1nght \ery 

a. fixed price for cotton-grov ers, 
bt)cnu~l' n1any of thern haye been put to 
cm1sidera blc expPn•,l; buyi11g farn1ing jn1ple-
1ncnl-s. <1nd it \Yas ncccssar that the industrv 
should be ,;la bilisecl. Thee GoYcrnmcnt haY·C 
clone thar. Tlw vi.duc of the cotton industry 
to Cuc0nslanrl this , car will b0 well oYer
£l.fl 0.000. clue to the GoYcrnment fixing the 
pric0 for conon. \Vhat reception did the 
Prcn1i0r get \Yhen l1P went to the Pron1iers' 
Conferc•ucc and arhocatecl that a home
consumption price shonld be fixed for 

Mr. Forde.J 
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whc t? 
( 

Th.-: lJrcrnieL·. spL'ttkin; at tln.t 
:aid-

..:"\nsti·a lja 
definitely 

Sir \Valtcr Le.·. ho wa' tLcn Prf'IHiC':' of 
Tasmania, ~:tid-

" Do not t!lention wheat to Jne . ."' 

Those Prmniel's did not ~,-ant a price fixe-cl. 
The) did not \v:tnt pools, becaust-• they 
realised that pools interfered "ith the 
tions of curtain produce IYicrc:hants, 
tain rncn suc~I as we find opposite in 
leaders of rwrties. in fact. who h "Vl~ rnaJ~ 
grr~\t profits out of thc fa.rrncr.s. ie~.·der 
of the Nationalist. party is one and 
the hon. member for Buliml a is another. 
In all tltatns of _.~_'\ustr.1lia ·ire find that the 
~0rrnation of pools rnostl, ]nterf··-·re~ with 
thc:.c great merchants. agents, Iniddlen_en, 
and rnarket-rjggers. I <:;annct understand 
how cnrhcin holt. n1cinborb opposite, corni-ng 
fron1 f'ount.ty di8tl·ict:;. who say thut thPy 
;;;.tand fne· the interests of the smaH pro .. lutl~r 
only, can associato with produce-merchan-t. 
nrurnbers oppodte ·in every division in 
Chamber. Yic+m·ia has been quoted b;· 
ll"!f,~mber.s opposite, and I w -~nt briefi:r to 
\Ylth th..r.t State. ,, r:rhfl Producers' !:tevir•\v," 
which is the ofllcial organ of the Queensl,.,nd 
Farmers' ·union and thB United Cant· 

.L\ssociation, in dealing with the 
nf price:. for- Jai r. pro • .Iu t::;. 

" .,\T ictori is the Lorne of N. tion. ~ l-i 
in Au <trali.<. It is aloo thG pccncdic'' 
of big int,Jrt -~ts and spC'culat.cri1. 
ono knows ho·. Victorian int()restc 
tried to ruin the sugar industry in 
to gut che'lp .. agar for their 
fact·urers. In the dairying indusi ry, 
\vas the ·v lctori::t 1L3 vvl1o- held up th·! 
~.lassy Grccnc lH'Opc-1..1." 

'I'hl Fair Profits Cornn-ti~sion wetK al.)oii::-;hcd 
hY t.~e -v ic ~-oriar: Covcrrnnent in 1921 bec::tn:L' 
the iufluC'rL B of those v, ho were &upp1~'ing thE.' 
fi,,htin~~ funds for thP ::'Vat,ionali~1 t JL'~rt~'/ in 
\-ictorm w L' too great. Tl1C'y do·nanded that 
the Fair Profits Con1n1i:,· ion 1 hould. be ·-.-:ipPci 
out. and it wa_, wiped Mr. C. \V. 
Catnpbeli, rrc~idcmt of Quec·n:-;land 
Employers' Federation, that night aftr-r 
night they had come to ·pa rliarrwnt }louse 
and had ;c~n <c'rtain le ;islation -.Jtcrrd. If 
thP hon. member for Bulimba wat< the 
TrP[L'-::ury bcneht ~. the Profiteoring 
tltvt Aot would be repealed. Th(~ workers of 
Qu('CJU.:lnnd and the small f<1rn1crs of Queens-
land that; the m;ddlcmcn aho !;.no-; 
;hat. that is why thoy arc going to do 
all the:- io dofcot thi3 GoYcrnmcnt. if 
P''- ~sible. will not suocecd, bcctu·-- t}:r• 
people are this Government. A rFf 2nt 
V ictoriun Pre-.s report sta tcs-

" In eertain clas..::,os of businc'-.s the 
pY..ver i.o fix prices and maintain thorn 
a.t a. high l?vcl is .eo con1plete, competi
tion 1s restnctcd · o successfully and ruth
Je'oly, that wht Lhcr wag,., be high ot' low 

[llir. For·de. 

rJ.i1 vroi!tCPl'~ in \'ici 
!},H. i1· . dqHc~1ations; 
..1 lw iK~c )1C' 
tbe::., b('. au, ·~ 
Uo t'lTt!llCIL IP. 

111 

_;(YYCl'H(,'CYlt in 
\Yith the 
hc<1nl Victol'ia 
\~/DrkPr in 
holJ.s out gn~at 
io go ther< lwcam;e, as 
:-.anc Go\'onuncnt in power. I fiud the Me-1-

" " of the 3n:l M a\', 1922, corn-
high cost of li,:inrT, l··~y~

situation i ~ actually \VOr·.e in 
to n1ilk.': 

rrhu r._tallcr·. have <~··ll the profit. and the pro
dccer,;;; get Yery litt.lc. rr'he "' Age " further.. 
~·a.~'.<;,--

:· ~o ~t..':i.S scnnda_!ou.~ is_ the cor~c~1ltic.a of 
aflan·s Hl the :Le lt bm:Jnr~-;:;. l110 con
~.umc-r is ~tlll compe1l:~d to pay famine 
price- for bis beef '"'d mutton. although 
'.iiwlcsul rate; al'c ju,,t about half what 
thev wc•ro tvi'C1Yn n1.ont.h;,; ago." 

c the produc Cl's who get the profit. 
on thn " .\ .. gc :, s:J J ;:;~ 

" \Vith the pproach of ' inter an early 
inerc.~tsc in co~t of firev.,roDd tnav be 

;re nxe few section:~ of 
who do not take advautrcgc of 

any and e\'C' . .' opportunitv of extDrting 
a bit n1o1·e IUOEf'j' out of the public.'' 

;ur. J. Jo~~L .. ;: Like our GDvel·nm(\::tt! 
I'\o this GoYernrn{·~;t lL1, e 

is what the " Age " 

L• -t' togr'th. r, the 
t C'tn reP little caus€~ 

C"\ i _;ting r- tatc of 
and loft, and 

b~ is for 
th" fut;n'{'. Ar1d sin:...e it 

\VJ. v." 

and therefore the 
things 

in 

v;,'h~ n the Fair Proflh 
t1''-' exploiting 
run. and th0 \vorker" 

in Vicioria arc in a very 
ha n~ tho fa rrncr;:; pay

for their fertilisers; 
wod<c•rs paying higher 

rw <~t, groceries, and corfl
lu en the pos-ition of the 

~ intact a.nd allow hint 
r/ork, and, 1£ possible. 

pnnrj ion for eh( a per 
the- small producers. 

one of the \ of 
,~inn an 

HoN. W. H. T':AHNES 
hon. mcrnbcr ,,-ho ha:i ju;;t 
has follDwcd the very bad 

The 
:-:, 1 t 
the 

bE''m Prr n1ier has p:i·n"n tD-nig'nt; 
playing to the-ga1h ry. 

1\'lr. FoHDE: Ho h<:~s be,m telling 
the b·1 th. 

the· people 

Ifo:--;. \V. n:. : I 1vant it to be 
dcnrlv understood 
('Olnrn~cnt "\vhatcver Hl 

arty 
the 



··~~·ornrni,,...:ionor of Prices. Tho po;;:ition ns to 
c,~·h.cihP!' price-fixing is right or \Yh~~tlwr pric~
!t".::ltlg" 1, wrong, i:, perfectly cL'ar. and )t i~ 
rw1. a. que~1 ion of <uty indi\:idnal. I \Yant. to 
~)~-~ \'Pr_, can:fnl in any J't'Trlark;:; [ m a k0 that 
L do 110~ fol' on(~ .rntnncl~t a-- -.ociatL' th0 gl11ltlf•
;: nn \Ylw occup1(...: thL po.;-ition of Ccnuml::-;
.;;io!l:'r of Pr1c(', with any critici~-1H that 1 
m<tk<• ill 1'·f.'garc1 to the '· ot'e. Tlw hon. n:em
l_~ 'l' who has ju ·J rcsun10d his seat i:-' Jikt• n 
lllrtll vdw j:;; clro\vni11g ,,;ho ·ps at the _la;...t 
~traw. I a1n sure lt nnt:;;t appculeU to 
ym1. :Mr. Kir•, an-though I noticc•d at owe 
---tago that the Hln:3ic of his ,~oicP ,:;;cerncd to 
t,C' 3l'ndin_~ you to sleep-(laugbtcr)-you >,··ill 
have notwed that at one ,:;:.tap-e he tried to 
beat the clrurn to 1Ldly the w~rker:J out~idl'. 
He said that th<' ,, orkers of Qw enslancl would 
nnderstnnd-i f he had sajd sorn: of tllC' lv Jies 
at H.ockhnmpton. including an anciPnt ladY 
-;ixty year~ of age, I \-vould have under5tooJ. 
too. \Vhat is the position in regard to the 
IVorkers of Qucf :1sland? In ev0rv union and 
~n ever:·. org~nisa~ion. thC'rf' i~ a feeling of 
1nt0nsc• ch:-)satisfacbon rn connection "vith this 
GovcrnniCnt, aud a strong desire that thf'Y,~ 
may haYc tlw oppor.tunity al the earliest po~
<;;,1blc rnon1cnt of g!VlD[; the Govcrnrn0nt th£'ir 
distnissul. That is th0 truth. and thL' drunt 
has bc;;n b.eatcn to-night. Some oi the argu
lncnts IYhrch th<' hon. nlPtllb·,r used are 
ab~olntely ,,Yithout any foundation whatf·V{'Y'. 

l\Ir. FORDE: TlH•y are r~erft•c·rly true. I 
quoted facts ,n the tinP. · 

Hm;. \Y. H. BARNES: TlH' hun. nwmber 
dealt with some product-. but morp parti
<'ularly did he deal with meat. Ile rderrecl 
to Victoria. New South \Vale>. "ud Quc•rb
land. I say clciiberatelv that. if hP chose to 
1~:-;p the san1o argurnont~ \Yith r, gard to Other 
hw .. ~e would find that in Qnv·mland price3 
"il.l'L' h_1gh0r~not because ordiuarily QucPlb
land B {_{('arer or cheaper, <1s thf' cas'. nwv 
bl', lmt became of the ronditic>ns which exi;t 
rhrougl1out Au"tntl.ia. Let rnc n:::;e onC' i1!ns~ 
tratiDn in cornwcbon with prkL-flxincr. '\Vhat 
l-< the po~ition to-da:v in regard to 1~otatocs ·: 
( 'nfcrtunately the Queenslancl erop "hils been 
pt'<.h.:ti>allc~ a failurP this vPar. Now ""·hut 
hal!J1PLS ~ '1_\\·o things hciplH~ll. rrherc• i~ 
a Statr• ProducP ent8rpri~? . .and I ab3olutelv 
~iab· thi3 fact-that thC' Strrt, en~Prpri~L>-. lik~ 
other produce cntPl'pri~,Js, at the present 
J!lOincnt is having to in1port man) lin0,_, into 
Qut~ens1and. They cannot h0lp it jf th(1 \- ar2 
to e-.ontinue in exi_::tence. ~ 

Hon. \V. FORGA~ E!MITfi: \-\That i::; \\Tong 
tbout that? 

I1ox. \Y. II. B \RNES: Thoro is 1wthing 
n::- all \'1 )llg about it. but thcv callH' into 
z'xistcnc<' to dC'c.l on!~- in (~l!P<ensl~.nd produc . 
I am ilbsolutc], right when I sa~ that in 
Queensland to-day potatoes are £4 per ton 
~clearer than t_hey are in \'ictoria. sirnpl:v· 
tJC< rruse. nnfonunatcl~,~ for us_. our c!'op has 
boen a failun~. ::1-ly judgn1er:t i::; that prirP-
fixing. is a huge blnndPr and 
!Ei..:Jak(', happenpd in regard to 
prieP-fixing? \T 01'Y frequentl~~ the r0' traints 
in. eonlH~ction \\·ith traclc produc{• higher 
pncr's rnt.her tlHtn lo•xf'r price·,. bccau;;(' 
pPoplt> arc <:~fraicl to in1port and tu tourh 
thinrs L·....:~, the~~ 1nay find themsc}ye~ iH 2. 

pt•cul:iar po1ition .. _,_nd, as a bns1nc~"· rnan. I 
deliberatelY state that in th;-- past price-f1xing 
htl;;; been l'C-,p{Jn:-:iblc for higher pric(..: und 
nn~ for lo,VC'l' rn·ict. ''• I nlakc that :tatement 
dt•liherniPiy to-night. I notice thC' hon. mmn
ber. \Yhen he was speakjng. l'C'fPrrcd to the 

9!ll 

p·,_-Trc<t:'U rel'. /\t any r ·tt'. \\ hatcvC'r dutv 
th:_, (_·.-~-ri're ·~urer had·· to 1~ rforrn in corll,l'(·;_ 
tiou with thi;3 Ht.a.t<.•. it "\Vi.l~ honouralJly 
pc-rion1Kd. 

OPPOSITION ::\Iv:-nmR~: 1-Icar. ht'ar: 

Hox. IY. H. BAllNES: We have had the 
PrPn1.i0r to-night absolutely pla~ing to the 
gallery jn conr.ection vvith price-fixing. The 
ho11. :~entl _,m an dealt "\vith the question of 
rental~. ·what is the position to-day? He 
'" ociatc l an Act of Pnrlia.ment brought in 
bv this Gm-crnmcnt with tlw lo"'"r rontals 
>~.hie 't prevailed in Queensland. If he will 
gq L,' cl: for four or five vears before the 
Lu Lour Gov~rnrnent ca111e ir;to of-fice, he will 
find, when he looks through the records, that 
Qm·•nsland has :th·ays been the lowest in 
thal rcg·ard. The Government which occu
pir'.cJ the- 'Treasury beuchcs a.t that time, and 
w.l;o were absolutely in sympathy with the 
workers, brought ir> a. Bill by which the 
\n>rkors were enabled to get workers' dwell
ing-s. Th"t is why rents are cheaper and 
c-mditions better in Queensland in that re
gard to-day, and hnn. members opposite 
know that. Talk about playing to the 
gallPry ! It seems to me tha.t the attitude 
d the l'rcmiee has been followed bv the 
hon. rnen1b0r for Rockhampton, in order to 
gPt certain things into " 1-Iansard," and 
make the people bcliev0 that they are out 
u assist the '' orkers. Tlw worker knows 
bi i-ter than that. Th<' GoYomment think 
that by n1aklng prorniscs at an t'lection time 
to tlH' W'Jrkcr--

The TE.11l'OEARY CHAIR:\L\:\: Order ! 

I-iox. \V. J-f. BARl~ES: I a1n ronnccting 
this n1attcr np \Yith price-fixing. r_rhe Pro~ 
Llier l\_fcrrcd to hotels where •· ja.zzing" is 
c. rried on. I know nothing about that. I 
an1 not one of those ~o·ho •' j az7.." but, if the 
truth is. kno,vn, not once 01· t~\~icf' only has 
tlw [-3 rcnr;_cr been vrnongst those who 
,. ja.·_:.:' 

The ~~CRETARY roR AGHJCliL1TRE: Can you 
"jnz (Laughter.) 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I should be just 
about w heav:;~ a "jazzC'l' :• as the hon. 
gt ntlen1an, thont;h I think I lvould Ho n little 
more nimble tha.n ho would lw. (Laughter.) 

'Ilw TK\IPORARY ClL\I.RnL-\1'\: Order! 
\Y ill tl~c hon. rncrnbor connect his remarks 
with the vote'! 

Hox. \Y. H. B~\RNES: I 1os pointing out 
l;l t tho Premier introduced the question of 
'· ja.zzing " hun replying t~o the hon. mcn1-
b r for }iurilla. l Hill 11ot in agreelncnt 
\l"ith tlw hon. member fM :\Inrilla that price
fi);inx in anv forrn Bbould be c.:arricd on bt> 
t~!C' l~oYcrniTH:nt. " 

FormE: Do you bclie,-c in who~! 

Hoc:. \Y. H. DAENES: I belieYe it would 
blcs ing if the hon. Jncmber 

' lntn1ediatf{v got married. 
\Yha.t a sqE<> bble there would 
tho•3 who would be loft ! It 

not com to r,w thctt the interests of 
Qnecnsland are scrvc.,_1 by fixation of prices. 
The wholf' tcnden- of the deb.-,tc on the 
nppo~ito sido has b-:-:0n an apolog;v~ for the 
hotclkeepor in not fixing 11rices. The Pre
nlicr sa id they huve nd right to fix prices 
for the "jazz cbap." 

The SECJRET!.RY FOR AGRICrLn·nE: He did 
not say that. 

Hon. 1/Y. If. Barnrs.] 



992 Supply [ASSEMBLY.] Suppty. 

Hox. IV. H. BARNES: He ,,aid they 
had a right to look aJtcr the hotel where 
the working man stayed; but it did not con
c0rn them a bit about where the " big 
s~,,~ells " \Verc. The Governtnont are out to 
talk to the country through this system of 
pl'ice-fixing. which, as they show, is a 
diminishing quantity. There was another 
attack 1nado in this debate npon a man 
with r:hom ma.nv of us have differcd-Mr. 
Hughc', t.bc Prime Minister of the Com
lllOn\-n alth. 

l\ir. FoRDE: The premier middleman and 
exploiter. 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES: 'rhe fact that the 
people of Australia belieYe that Mr. Hughes 
has done such good scn·icc for Australia by 
presenting him with £25,000 is an eloquent 
tcstimonv to their 0stimation of the man. 
The een:icc "·hich l\1r. Hugh" r0rtder0d to 
thn Empire in a· tirno of struggle was not 
the s0rvieo rendcr'cd by the hon. 1ncn1bcr for 
Rockhampton. 

The TE:VIPOR \RY CHAIR:VIAN : Order ! 

HoN. W. H. BAENES: I am connecting 
this up, Gccausc it vas introduced in debate 
before : ou I· JOk the chair, Mr. Pollock. 

The TRJ\1 PORARY CIIA;rRMAX : Order ! 
I would remind .the hem. member that I am 
in the chair now, and I will not tolerate a 
dis~ussion on. that subject. 

HoN. W. II. BAEXES: I ha ye just about 
finished. Price-fixing has been son1ething 
which hae, on the whole, been detrimental to 
Queensland; and let me say that in connec
tion with the GoYcrnmcnt of _\ustralia. the 
name- of I-lughes will live for over. (Govern
ll1C'nt laughter.) 

?vir. COLLINS (Bowt n): I am surprised 
at the argun,onts used by hon. members oppo
site. Earlier in the evening the hon. member 
for Murilla arn1ed very strongly that tlw 
cattle prodnce1·s of the State should get 25s. 
per 100 lb. for their cattle. 

l\Ir. JI.10RGAX: I did not say that. 

J\Ir. COLLIXS: In spPaking on this vote, 
the same hon. member said that the ofli<'o of 
the Commissioner of Prices should be 
abolished. 

l\1r. 1\IORGAX: I did not say •·ou should flx 
the price of cattle. I state-d wimt they could 
be produced for. 

l\Ir. COLLI::\'S': On the ono hand, the hon. 
1neinbcr asked the Govern1nent to n1ake 
arrangcn1ents in Europe so that the cattl -
n1en could get ,J~- good price for their ea ttle. 

:lvlr. MORGAN: I said a living price. 

~.Ir. COLLI::\'S: Later on the hon. member 
~aid he did not bcllc,-c in ha Ying a Conlnlis
,iuner of Price•, and that he belieYcd the 
office should bo abolished. In other worclF, 
tho cattlcn1C'n ,,~ant 1 h<) G-ovcrnrncnt to do 
something which "''·ill gi \'C' them a good price 
for their beef. 

l\Ir. MoEGA~: That is nOt price-fixing; 
that is thD market price. 

~lr. COLLIKS: But the hon. member does 
11ot \Yant the Conuni~ .;ionf'r of Prier-s to stop 
tlw exploitation of the foo-d of the peoplu 
hen'. That is contradictory. 

l\ir. :viORGAX: Kot at all. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am one of those who 
lwlievc in vric0-fixing. and haYc never 
1tC'~it,,ted to sa,y so ft:mn the time the Regula
tion of Sugar Cane Prices Bill was brought 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

iE. I ~ay that f'Ycr: Ollt~ sl10nld be paid for his 
labour, and you can only do that by fixing 
the 1n:cc of tht• product. I am o11c of thow 
·who bclil'Y(' that f'Y(T~~ OllC is .a ( 01l~UD1l'l' 7 
tJH·rcfore he ought to be a 1n·oducc-r; 
nnd, if he is not a producer, be is 
of uo nse on this planet. I-Ion. ntmn
hers opposite arE?< inconsistent .about price
iixinu:. The,- \'Yant this Governn1ent to assist 
in £citing "the Cotnn1onwcalth Government 
to iix a }Jl'icc for tlJcir .sugar, ·which is EL 

right thing to do, and they want the Goyprn~ 
HH'llt to assi~t in fixiug tho price of their 
v;hcat, buth'l', chcc:.c, and other con1moditics, 
\Yhich i~ a sound principle, inasn1uch fL:ci it 
i~ giYing to the producer the Yalues of his 
products. It i~"3 nbo rigbt that the C-:!.ovcrn
llll'llt should appoint a Cor:mnis:::;ioncr of 
l'riccs, who should be enabled to oay to 
ccrtaill llJC'JThant ·who arc carryjng on busi
IH>;,, "You ~hall not. be allowed to exploit 
the m<.sscs of the people by charging them 
JI.Ol'f.' than thcv , honld b'· charg·od." Tlwro 
j~ nothing yn·oi1g in that proposal; it is only 
a cornmon-~cnP:e proposal. The 1sorld lS 
,!(Oillg to n1o,·e on. in rny opinion: in the 
dir0ction of pl'ict~-fixing. j,-fembcr~ of the 
Country pnrty are .-cry incon;istcnt. If they 
~xant a good price for their products, they 
-.hould aho see that the people who consun1e 
the products get a fair de,d, and not allow 
a fc"· people to get wealthy. \Ve know how 
big fortunes are built up by merchants or 
exploiter, in connection with the excha.nge 
of commc.Jities bcb.~cen the pro-ducer and 
con~unF_r in .ltustralia. The Con1mi~~ione1~ 
of Price& is here to >'lop the building up of 
thns<' large fortunes Gy f\xinp; prices of oom
nwditics. The fact that we have a Con1nns
~ ioncr of Prices :in existence has a n1oral 
effect upon tho><e who eel! the different com
moditic' ,_;-}rich people have to use. EY<'ll if 
he doe;; not fix a price, the fact that traders 
know he is there stops them from charg-ing 
thl' prir·cs they would charge if he was not 
there. rrhc UoJnlnissioner of Pricf'S has saved 
tlw State not onlv hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, b'ut pcrhaP~ 1ni1lions of pounds, E~incc 
he \Yas appointed. I do not want to go. to 
-Victoria for nr," argun1ents. \Ve are do1ng 
vcr_,- well in Queensland. \V e are leading 
tho way in the Con1n1onwealth, and \VO ought 
to be proud we arc living in Queensland, and 
that we luwe a LaGour Gm·ernrnent who have 
placed on the statute-book a measure to stop 
tlw exploitation of the nutssc'S of the people. 
In regard to the fixing of the price of fer
tiliscn I had " request from the Bowen 
fanners to tn· to g-et that done, and the 
price \YaS fix"€-d. r£he farmers of Bowf'n 
thankt'd ntC' anrl OJH' of them sent 1110 a 1cttcr, 
frr:m \Yhich this is an t\xtl·ad:-

[8.30 p.m.] 
"'Sir,-I :~.111 onlv an ordinarv working 

fanlHor: and I \\-OL~lrl like von to g-i\-(' u~ 
·:)ill' as..;.i::.,L11lC'i' ln :'-O!lH thi1i'2,' HS YOH ha Yl~ 
been helping us a little in the p'a:-L." 

Ilore is " wol'king farmer who arlmits that 
we ha,-c clone scnnething. 

:\lr. :\loRGAX: Very little. 

:\h-. l'OLLI::'>:S: Is it not better to do n 
little i han to do nol-!ting? \Yhcn the ho11. 
!2.'Cntlt.'lllan'r~ Governrncnt \VC'l'C in po\over they 
~lid nothing to saYe the people fn~n1 hei11g 
""ploit,·d. \Ye did something·, and we get 
the thanks of the workers and the farmer·, 
also, because they recognise that something 
is being done to stop the exploiting class fron: 
bcooming millionaires. IV e know how the 
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exploiting cla~s becanw n1illionaircs 111 the 
United Btatcs, and, as Dur population in
('reascs, we should have rnillionaires in the 
State of Queenslund if we tlid not introtluce 
lcg·islation like this and haYc a CommisJioner· 
of Prices to fix a fair price for the 
con:- utncrs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTCRE 
(Hon. \V . .!\". Gillies, E11chun1): During my 
absenep from the Charnber I understand rhc 
le~Jd~·r of the Opposition nradc sz1n1c rcfPr
PlH'l' to a :3poech utade by n1c at the Traclus 
Hall in l'('h~l't:llv::...~ to p1·icc-fJxing-. It i·, not 
the fir .t tlnto that thr.t ~;pce~h has bc~n 
ref,·t:rcd to, <tnd I El~kt~ !lo upolog:- for what. 
I ~a1d on that oc;._:asJon. \Ye all kno\,' that 
speecl~f's have been nradc bv other Lab'!ul· 
n1c:n fi1}-sclf, and t"he: hase bet>n 
qumcd the l'rc,,, but thcv only refer to 
thar. of the speech which sitits them. 
I ha ye no ueed t) apologise or to 1nake any 
<-kft~llC' of pri(;c-fixing, nor do I 111ak0 allY 
apology for ,-.-hat I ~aid cn1 that oec~LEiou. 
\Vhat I ,aid was sald at a< t-inlC and plac -~ 
'vhith I th~)ught justified n1y ~,aying it. l 
was speaking to thl: rC'prescntatiYcs of 
workots in the T,·adc., Hali at their annual 
gathering, and I w·ill quote \Yhat I said as 
I'f'lJurtL'd bv the •· J)uilv S*andard." It is 
not all tHat I said, bllt i't is a good report of 
what I said 011 t.hat VC\'U'·~,jon. Sveaking on 
thP pO\';er of 1H011L~~·, I said-

.. All that the Commonwealth GoYNn
nwnt needed to do was to pl·tcc priYate 
banks in thC' 'ltmc relationship to the 
Comn1onvd•al1h Bank as \vere printto 
t)anlc,_.; in England to the Bank of Eng~ 
land. \Vhen the nation eontrollccl the 
1nonctarv s':~st.cin it controlled eYcrv 
industriill P1onopol:v in th land, buvt 
before this came about thev must first 
g~_t .t Labour Govcrnn1cnt in pO\Yf'r in 
rlw Commonwealth. (Applause.) In his 
hook, • The 1\1oncy Po1ver,' Frank 
Amtey had said: ' This group of specu
lators (fman<'iere), properly dc;ignatccl and 
·distingushed us tll'' n1oney power, conH 
trois the whole mechanism of exchange, 
r.ncl all undc•rtakinn·, in the fteld of indus
try arc subject to· its will and machina
tion~. It wield:: an uns-::~en sceptre over 
thrones and populations, and bloody 
slaughter is as profttable to i', pockets 
as the 1nost pcar~ful p!::'culation. ::\ o 
nation can be really free \Yhcrc this 
financial oligarch.)r is pcrn1ittcd to hold 
dmni11ion, and no democrac;r can bo 
<J ught but. a llUID·L) that ·does not shake it 
h·mn it.::;; throne.' 

":\lr .• J. Brc·an< (:'\ew York) said: 
' Th 111011ey povYer preys upon the nation 
in r.jlneb of peace, and conspirr', against 
lr in the hours of its calan1ity. Con
·w!t:nc('1e~,s und compab~ionless, it f.'ncr
va1·ns i s vobJl·je·~., \Vhilc it jlnr}Q\'" rishes 
its victirn~·. It c:an Dnlv be overthro\Yn 
h dli a·,~, akcn.'d conscie1;co of the nation.' 
Another authoritv ~tatccl: • Finance is 
~ ;lt' arbiter of wa~ and rJca-::e, the rna~tcr 
<A llc"pot,ismc.;, the unseen po1.' er in dl~mnc
n~ciC' _.' ~rh is pO\'\'er \Vonld ha' to Le 
dr-alt. with ueforc 111-:._lch g('nuine progrc 'j 

could be 1nadc." 
Then, in :_·cp;anl to pricP-fJxing, nty rc1narks 
are reported as follows:--

" v·rEVlS ox PRICE-.FIXI~G. 

"I-fis yjews on price-fixing diffc1·ed frmn 
t·hGoL held by other members of the party. 
During the war most Governments had 

:922-3 Q 

found it n~cessary to prevent increased 
profits being n1ade, and only on the pre
vious day the Government had found it 
ncc<?ssar;v to tak·-- action to prevent ::Hr. 
Badger from getting more out of the 
public by increased tram fares than they 
thoug·ht was warranted. (Applause.) At 
the same time, he• regarded pricc-l!xing 
as only an e"'~:pedient. and econon1icc.tlly 
um;ound. They should keep in mind the 
object ivc of prorlucLion for use, and not 
for profit, and while they had produc
tion for prolit, prlcP-fixing n1ight opcratu 
to the disadYnntnge of both producer and 
('0l1SlUllC'l' .. , 

l n1ake 110 

n1~ opinion 
. .:\ugtt::dinc 

- for ~aying that 1 bccau.se in 
l\-·a~ an obvious truth. St. 

" lie thut conceals a useful truth is 
t'quall~/ gui!t2.' \Yith a propagator of an 
injuriou~ falsehood.'~ 

I quit~ flgTce with that. I want to quote 
frorn Profc~·.or R. li. Ta1.vncy, vd1o says-

" The fir:-,t ~af('guard a~::ains exploita
tion of. the consumer by the producer is 
to turn all 1ncn irrb') producers. Till 
that is done it is useless to preach the 
· clairns of so~:iet,y,' because tho1·e is not 
one society, but two-that of thocc who 
li \' b:;· labom· and that of those who live 
on it. Confront producer with producer, 
and thev will be in a position to hold 
each other in check. Hence the import
~tllCP of extinguishing functionless pro
perty. To put it otherwise, if tho 
• consunwr' is to be protected, one n1ust 
get rid of cnnsulnPrs who arc not 
producers." 

L'ntil we have all the farmers and all the 
worker~ org.1nisc·d in Queensland, when the 
farmers will sec that they get l'ea.sonable 
prices for their product~, and the ·workers 

ill get returns thev are entitled to-until 
thc'e organisation' arc able to settle the 
cliffcrcnco between their different sections
rrice-fixing is nec~,_.~ar:~ a.;: a,n expedient. I 
am for< ifled in mv remarks b:v the report 
made by tlw leade~· of the Labour party in 
South Africa, v•ho was a nwmber of a Royal 
Co1nn1i~~ion appoiuted to inquire into the cost 
of liYing in South Africa. Ho pointed out 
1-hat aln·1o.;;t eYer...-"7 taken to restrict profits 
ancl prices g·ave · all sorts of other difli-
c:uties, the effect of whirh, in son1o ca;;e~, 
Jnjght be OY'?ll Inm·e undcsirablo than the 
original prsi·.ion. He pointed out that thi·. 
wr_~_:; particularly ~o in regard to prirr1a.j_~y pro
ducb. I contend, with rc~gard to fixing pri_ os 
in Queenf:land, that the operation~: o~ tho 
Con1n1i:::sjoncr of P1·ief;; ior the last year havo 
l>ecn in the ilJt.PrcF+---, of the fan~ncrs and 
,, orkcrs of thj_, State. 

GOVERN:\IEN'r :\IE1JBERS: 1-fear, hear! 

The SBCHETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: 
As hao; l""'m noint(;(] out bv the Premier. no 
less a c;um tba.n £720.000 has been saYecl to 
t:w pcop]•) of Que8n>land by the operation of 
peicc-lixing in this State. I waHt to ask the 
rnernbers "\Yho dain1 to represent the farrrwrs 
if they objPct to these items. I am going to 
rea-d oqt the sasings of the different items 
dealt with by the, Commissioner during the 
:,·('Hr. Tho saving in bread to tho consun1er 
of Queensland amounts to £175,000. I 'Yant 
to know if the so-called friends of the farmer,; 
and workers o bj cct to that. After the farmer 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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!I;> Lt•Pn paid hi~ pric(• fol' \Yhcat. and_ thy 
1Hl!' bc:•n paid his prjcc for flou~·· I<S 11 

for t1w ·Conaui:-o ·~O!H.!-1' o£ P1·tcPs i.u 

: uY to tlle bakrr, "Yun ~l1all not rhrtrgP the• 
fW.o1dP an f"XOrlJitant .lll'iCC' fo!' bn~ad" ·; 
TIH: ~ tYing iu Hottt' a1noun,cd lo £25,0!]0: thP 
::,t-l_Ying in utca.t amountPd to £70.000: ar:d tlll• 
;.;aYiug· in grof'erieR amounh d tu £24C.O:J0. 

::\Ir. BEGBIXGTON : J>Iost of those were 
reducc·d [,,•fore the Commissioner reduced 
thPm. ~\I! he had to do was to register them. 

The SECH.ETARY FOR AGRlCUUlTRE: 
This is not the first time that that statenldlt 
has lwcu rnadc in this Cha1nber, HIHl there 
j-, so1ne truth in it. The rea::-on i . .:., oLYiouf:.. 
I~ is ·lrnnossib1o for the Conlrnis-iont•r tJ al'riYe 
at his (fecision·:: \vithout wdking full inquirit. ~
Immediately he starts to make inquiries, the 
people corH'ernl~d kno"\Y what is ~o.r:ning, and 
in manv cases they reduce the pnce before 
he gi-n~S bis verdict. Again, a volicern.El:n i~ 
.uot judged Ly thL• number of prose('ut!Oll'. 
In son1c towns there are not any proscc:u-
1 ion~. but at the sarr10 tin1t' the ofiieer i~ 
doing good work. The value of such an 
officpr in this State is quite apparent. ll!s 
servic0s have been of t_;rcat advantage to the 
farrnere and workers of this State, and therP 
is no justification for thQ C'riticisnl lf'vclled 
arrainst him at rdl. The f:.tving in drapery 
a:'nountcd to £67,000 a year. and the :;aving 
in fertilisers io £11.000. Will the friend' 
of the farmers have anything to say about 
thP arnount saved in the pri~ of fertiliser"'? 
For patt~nt rncdicincs. fuol. tirnber, ga~
Yani~f~d iron, trarn fart'S. and other conrrrroth
ties then' was a saving of £126,000, making 
a total mving to the p0ople, owing lo the 
work of the Con1missionf•r of Pric~'S, of 
£720.0JO for the year. With rc•gard to tra;u 
far~ -,, action ''"ns t~d;;:p:r;. two da.", ~ befol'e :0~1r. 
Bndgt'l' ,\~as going l'J raist.) th0 t1.1In fare". I 
pc•r,ouallv conJnltccl thl• C:rown Ln.\Y Ofticc. 
.and rhe C·1 bin et fonnd that we had :-:uffieieut 
inf'1riHation to &ati~fy us i·h:lt J\Jr. Bndgcr ,-..;1., 
charging sufficiently high trarn fare' Thu 
Cmnn1i>-.ionPI' of Price:- 'Yas a~·ked to tnkc 
a' tion. which he did. »·ith the result that 
the JL ·lple of Dri bar,., have been saved 
£50.000 in tram fares alone. I want to know 
if the nwtropolitan membPr.< object to the 
action taken bv the Commis~ioner of Price:' 
on th l,t occaJ'ion. The critici.:;rn leYcllcd 
ag'Diw.;t that officpr 1~ mmt unfair. 1-l:': 
oPin]on ls that he 1~ carrying out in1portant 
dntil:; as 8n imparti,d Comrnissioner of 
1-)··ices. a!rd he is a very capable and honour
able officer. Any man who takes e..Jvantage 
of p rliamentar•~ pri,·ilc,"e to'abusc an officrr 
·who cnrrics out his dutie~ as conscientious1~Y 
"' ::\1:·. Ferry doe:' is not fit to sit in this 
Ch mlwr. 

:\lr. IYARREX (Jiurrumba): The hon. 
me· m her who hrts just re 'umcd his seat might 
jur,t- ac.; easily have put his hand in his bag 
and brought out figures to show that thf' 
Comm i, ,ioncr of Prices ha cost Quecnsbnd 
just as nJuch as his ov1 n figures ,-:ho,~.· he ha"S 
,. .1ved Queenslnld. Th01·e is only ono item 
l11 his flg-ureR on ·which you tan depend
that is. the tran1 farcf:..:--and tlw Gov('rlttHC'lH 
C'oulcl have done that without the aid of 
tlw Commissioner at all, just in the same 
'""·'" as they pacsed the Proxy Voting Bill 
or :,!tend the Constitution of Queensland. 
There was no need to spend thousands of 
pounds to regulate tram far0s. Nobody in 
hi;:; s0nses will advocate that price-f1xing as 
a principle will accomplish all that hon. 
members opposite claim for it. They know 
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tl:ut ir i:- irupO:'Jihlc to regulate price:.. The 
prodll.cc:r <trld th0 consumPr \Y~"uld a_ct :;o 
contr:-trv to uuc a11othr·r that 1~ \\'Ottld be 
i1npr: :.,:;i.lJ!c. It ne\ (:1' has been done. ~nd ~t 
1!('\'Pl" \\ill lw do11e. The whole thing 1::s 
ah-:.urd. and hon. rnernbcrs kno·w it i;;;; ah~urd. 
Th,,,, know tha.~ e -·cry atternpt to regulnte 
pri( r ~ i:·' a sop to a. c£>rt.ain class-sorn~_t.itn~:?S 
th, ~.vu. kcr a11d ::~omctirnt ., the farrnc-r:-:. All 
the P thinf! arc only temporary. It \VilS 

<llllv t~lt' \\:ar that ,,:,rranted thP fixing of 
prjCP~. 

~\1r. COLLTSS : Thev had to sncinli -<C' thin9,·s. 
t,) cc,rr:· on +he -,·.ar.~ 

:'.lr. WARRE:';: Socialism onlv make's war 
nn it victi111s. Socialists nt:_·¥:el' get into real 
\'Tar. bP.._.:t.use t.hey have not the courage of 
their convictious. The GoYerrunent a re tell
ing the v·orkPr that they arC' doing son1cthing 
for him, and they arc telling the producer 
that tht>y are doing something for him. How 
can t.hcy be .floing something for the h• o? 
The thirg is absurd. The·.· cannot be work
ing for dark and for light at the san\e time. 
The two things are as opposite as day and 
night. As primary producers, we should get 
as rnuch as we possibly can for our produce: 
but we do not believe that that is going to bP 
obtained by price-fixing. 

The SECRETARY 10u .\crucl'L'rn~E: "''hat 
n bont the Regulation of Sugar Can(' Pril'es 
Acti 

Mr. W.-\.RREJ:\: The price of sugar-cano 
i. ahog-etlwr dlffcrcnt. lt is ontirt__lv ou it~ 
own, a'nd the' ptice is fixed solely be'f.ausc of 
the whit_: Australia no1icy. VVe rnust have 
~,ugar produced in .-:\ustralia 1 and it Inust tw 
produ~ed b:;· white and nut Ly coloured 
l1 bour. SugtJ r \va _, being produced by black 
labouc. but the Commonwealth decidc•l upon 
d wl1ite _._~u~tralia, and tho·:o coloured people 
wert1 c·nt back to their native islands. VVe 
fou'"'d HE· gro·,, er·~ 'ver(• rot getting sufficient 
to pa~; then1 for producing sugar. ConsP
nuentl·~. that Act carne into force. But arP 
'~;c going to raise the price of butter to such 
a height that will be JlO''·ible for the pro· 

to n1oncTT out of the industrv 
to put son1-'-tL~ng ~ a0ide, as the Prfmi'--~ 
the other ni;;-ht? Tho Gov,"rnment havo 

no morP int, ntion of doing that Ly fixiru; 
thf' price or b~r othPr G-overnment acbon 
than thc,v LaYc of going to heaven or the 
other place. Hon. membPrs opposite know 
th,. t the best thing for the worker i, cheap 
aud abuncant food. They have studied thP 
wbject more than anv other cL''" of person3. 
and they know the" story thev advance is 
more humbug. The only' way "in v· hich the 
farmer is nor going to get anything out of 
ii for himself ice by establishing his ov;H 
inclustrie3. At pro~cnt the p8oplo are beiw; 
staned off the land. 

JI.Ir. Fo"mE: Hundreds of them are goi11g 
on tht> land in my district. 

?.Ir. \YARR.EX: Th~ Govcrnn1c•nt are 
practical!,. driYing people off the lancl. and 
dre Con1missionor of Prices is doing nothing· 
to make the lot of the people on the land 
more attractive. If the price of butter ''-"ern 
fixed at a level which would enable a farPH'r 
to make n living, it would be 10s. instead of 
2s. per lb. 

For.DE: They should get more for 
croan1. 

~~Ir. \VARB..EX: r:rhat is a nice aJmi ;;:;ion. 
~fr. FOHDE: The "drv ., shareholders are 

rD- king the profits novf. ~ 
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:\lr. \"L\HHK'\: If the Commissioner is 
not drJing any good farn1er. vdwt 
,ood is he doing' I myself from 
dl1~ pcl ~o11al attack cu t~- ~:on1~nis.:.:io.nfT: 
I <un IPf~"rrln;; to h1n1 as till' n::strnnwnt-as 
a Lranch of thi:- dcpartrn· ut. Is he doin_g 
any good for the man on the land? 

The SECRETARY FOR c\GRI( FL'l OlE: l '''· 
,yh,J_t about ft1 J·tili· L'l'S '? 

:Jlr. \YARREK: Ile i.' sending lertili"'l'' 
ont 0f the cotEitry, he is fixln;_, thC' pncc• 
a~ such a figure--

rrhc SECHLIARY FOH _-\CH.llTL1 r-nE: You 
bclicYt' jn the~ profiteer. 

~lr. \V.ARREX: l\o, l1aYe alwa' stood 
-out ag,·ainst hi~n. The hor1. 1nen1 b._:. i.:- one 
who \nplJOi'ts tho profiteer. Ever~.-body 
knovy::; that the Comnl13sioner of Prices is 
doing nothing to put men on the land, but 
-i~ doing everything to driYl' the 1neu off the 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: That is 
a deliberately untrue statement. 

:\lr. \\' AHRE:'\f: It is. the hon. gentleman 
wl1o is rnaking the untrue staten1t~nt. \Yha1 
primary product has the Commissioner dealt 
with that ·has resulted in putting some
ihing into tho fanner's pocknt? IIe ha,, 
not fixed tho pric:0 of anything whi(·h ha:s 
giYen hin1 ono penny extra. 

J\lr. FoRDE: Fertili:wr~ .and gal nu1i ·C'd 
lJ'O!l, 

c'vlr. \VARREN: He is making it alrno-t 
impossible for the farmer to get fertiliser. 
It is better for the meatworks, which arc> 
producieg the only fertiliser which can be 
used in any quantitY without df;_,Eltroying 
the l:lnd. to send it to Japan rather than 
have it used in Quc:mslaud. 

~"lr. I-IARTLEl : Thar 15 not right. 

::\lr. \Y_,:\_RREN: It is too tl'ut:; ~-et. it 1s 
far preferable to bu:-· fertiliser fi·om the> 
1neahvorks than to allow it to e:o ouL of the 
State. \Vo •,cant all tlH• fcrttlisc•r we can 
poBsibly get in t,he {rnit d] · tl·icb. but \Yt: 

1v:1nt it at a rea·nn·-b1e ThL· on]·· 
,yay i~ to stop i~ 8X.1v1't. c l and kcer) dw 
mcatworks going full swing. Price-fixing 
n1ight b8 good as an ernergt-m-cy 1neasurP, 
but it not suitable in practical politics. 

3.Ir. PAYKR (Mitchc!l); In telling the 
Cornn1ittec thl.t tho men1~crs on the Goverl~
f'idc 1vere not sinc12re. the hon. n1en1ber 
for ::VIurrumba thought he b"d donr SO'nP
thing Yer.- good. The hon. 
tioned that he belonged to 
producers. Ho is the; class 
·· farn1s the farmer." 

GoYERNl\fEKT ::\1E:.mr.:ns: IIP<:tl\ hc.~_r : 
}il'. \YARREN: I :vay IH')tt' \.vagl's than yon 

do. 

:VIr. PAYNE: He is the class of man who. 
having a dairy fann. h ts an unfortunate 
family work1ng the grcatr: st pos ._ible number 
o; hours. 1.vhile he rcans th·-_ bcnrt!t of the 
swc~nting: of \Yorncn and children. 

).!r. \YARREN: That is a dclib·:nctc li'l. 

:\lr. l' A YNE: Yet hP has the cu.it-iron 
front to risP and s.t~~ that ~le ia a f•r1ucr. 

T"ne TE'.1PORARY CHAIRl\L\1:\: Q,·der! 
I n:.k the ho:n. 1nember fr)!' :\lu!'ru1nba to 
"~ithdraw the stateme:1t "That is a ddib.·r
ate lie." 

~lr. '\";·ARREX: I \vlthdra,\v. in deferonC'P 
f.o ,vishcs, 1Ir. Polloc~, but th0 :;tatc-
DL nt untrue. 
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11r . .P)" YNE: IIas tlw hon. Jn~mber fo1' 
~Iurntnlba. dc:::1led t.hat 1w 1'"' '\·orlcing .;_; 
tbirv fann on ihc share S.\'H\ ~'~!;-that during 
t-hf' ·1 ,."t t-..·.reh-e 1nunth3 hP ha:::. had four or 
flvc t~i1fc pnt faUJil}c;:J on that f'-rrn ':: 

J\Ir. V\'AR~'El\: I l"aYt' h,_-,_d only onf'. 

l\~r. P.\-YXE: I •-111 takp tl1P holl. rneln
L--r's vvord that he ha.-; l1ad nnh~ OlH'. Tlu: 
hon. mLnlber tries to b'll thi::-c~ l\n11r:'i1tc·· 
that he belong:- to th0 prirnary produce·~~. 
l-l_e is the cl a~~ o~ Htan t]wt the Labour 
party for all tinlt:· ha?> bc-c•n tr~ ing to gL 1 rid 
of. 

Mr. V'VARREK: That is quite trn:. 

::\IT. PA YNE: lie .thill1:s that. u/ :peak in;,; 
in innuPndo and throwi:ng slur acro,Js tu 
this side, it i::; going to hay,_ an effect ou 
the w Jrken of Queensland so far as th1• 
Labour G-oYCfllll1ent arc concertH'c.l. I do 
not rnind such 1nen saying what they lik(' 
about what the Labour Govcr·mnent han• 
done, be( 'lUse I know vcrv Vd?ll that tlv 
a ye rage intelligent vvorker~ nf l)ueensland 
knows without anyone telling him v;hut the 
La!bour, Government 1havP dorw Jor hi1u 
during the last seven years. 

GOVERXl\fENT MEMBERS: l-lPar. hear r 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I rise to a point 
of order. Has this anything to do with the 
vote? 

'fhe TEMPORARY CHAIRNL'\.:\: I ask 
the hon. member for Mitchell to confine his 
l::'effi·)~rk:s to the vote under discussion. I 
have already allowed him considerable lati· 
tude. 

::\fr. P A YNE : So far as the Commissioner 
of Price; is concerned, the hon. member for 
Murrumba mentioned that he was not giving 
tlv cream producers a fair deal. As a 
matter of fact, neither the Commissioner 
nor th0 Government had anything to do 
with it. The co-operative dairy compimy at 
Cd.boolture and the big co-Dperativf' corrl
panics all over Queensland recently decided 
tcl give about 7d. or Sd. per lb. for the 
butter-fat con•tents while butter was 2s. 
a ib. \\' e have heard :t lot of talk about 
butter during this debate. As a matter of 
fa~t. it wa':o the co-operative con1panie~ 
tJuoughout Queensland that reduced the price 
of t ho butter fat content. I m<mtionod the 
matter to the manager of one of the biggest 
butter factories in Queensland. 

Mr. MORGAN: ~What is his name? 

Mr. PAYNE: The manag2r in Cabool· 
ture said they had given more for t.he butter
fat content for so m-~ two! ve or cightc.: a 
rnonths previously, and vvh0u they nlanufac
j ured thc hutter they did not get a., much '" 
th~: y had given for the f'rearn; consequently 
the producers had to suffer a sluncp. The 
Government had nothing· to do '' ith it. 

Mr. MORGAN: You do not knew what you 
a re talking about. 

Ivlc P AYNE : I know full well what l 
<cm talking about. The co-opcrati vc butter 
factories in Queensland have regulated the 
price of crc..tm. Can the hon. member deny 
that? If the co-operative concerns made a 
blunder in giving a big price for the cream, 
it is their own lookout. I resent very much 
any Opposition member hurling insu.lts and 
-"hus at Labour men, saying that \VC are not 
in earnest. If they have no other argument, 
they had better remain in their seats. 

JIIr. Payne.] 
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:\Ir. WAI\HE:\ J[u.nmidt.): The hon. 
nlernb(•r for Flindr•l'~ ln.s n1ade a personal 
attack upon In(•. an untr·1c atta('k. There 
·was uot O!lC' word truth in hi~ stnterrwnts, 

~Ir. P.\YX£: An: ~yon nvt ,-.-nrkint~ a farm 
0~1 shan_w ? 

i\ir. \YARHE::\: I <1::1 '"'t work=ng· a farm 
on shai'0S. , 

J\Ir. PAYXJ: · IL·y.._ :-·ou w•ycr done so? 

:\I1·. \\ .. \RH.E:\ : l ha YC not ·,yurkcd a farm 
on shares for 12 Inonth::. 

}Ir. PAYXE: ~~!nlp1_y because rhe grass is 
:"O bad t.ha.t yon1· COIY5- bav(,; gm.te dry. {Loud 
lrtl1ghtcr.! . 

l\lr. WAHRE:\: Thai ·-h0· : tl•e kind of 
t-..vis~Pr th ,r tlJC- hon .n1cnlb' ~· is. I pay rny 
cLnry fa rn1cr £4 pPr "">J•ek. I que::;tion 
\\_·bother tht' hon. l!lC'rnbct· PYE'r pal,__~ £4 LL 

week in hi:- lih•--or £4 in aH his life. 

:\Ir. l'A\":\E: I Jut Ye p,;id £10 a week in 
wage,. 

Go\TERX),fE:\T :'tlr'.\mt:RS: }{c tlr, hc;~.r: 

l\Ir. \YARRE~\: I do not wish to have anv 
debate \Yith the hon. n1C'lnbcr about -..vhat h8 

ha~ r l an1 quit:. williuo· to 
[9 )1.111.] f(Ct a from tho ;wn 

-..vorking rnc, if there is anv 
neccsc:itY fo it. The' hon. n1Qtnb0r fo~· 
Mitcheli backed up cvcFt.hiw· I ,:aid with 
regard to pric0-tixing ~ with' re~pc·ct to 
farmers. l-lf' 5aid that 1t 1\ ,0,s the butter 
fartorics \vhich were fixing the price. 

Mr. P.\YXE: I did not mv rmvthnw of 
the kind. I said that n was t~lC' b~tter 
factories that regulated thQ priJ' for butter 
fat content. 

Mr. \YARH.E:\': Th0t is <:'xa:tlv what I 
sa:v. The hon. gent!cn1a.n i~ not big n1indc-d 
enough to follow the logical reasoning of 
my argument. The butter factories are not 
responsible for the pric<·. The- are corn· 
pelled, becE!.usc of other clrcun1stan~ ,_,s, to 
declrtrc a price' >·hi eh t,hr•v would not other· 
wise decl art;. "' 

Mr. HARTU.Y: \',,hat .:re the other 
circnn1,;;;tancc,? 

Mr. WARRE:\': The 'w1.rket YaluP. 

:nil'. Il:\TITLEY: Bee.lU~P thcv pa!d too mud1 
a year ngo 0\'('1' in Londun. · 

:\l1-. IYARilE:\': The ·,·url<l'c pariiv 
govc•rns tht~ !Jric~·· Tl~ro GcJvc-rnn1ent have 
po'ln:-r to fix the' pr1<·r· < £ buttc'r for hon1e 
consumprio11. Tt~ :y hav(• flxcd that price, 
and, what is n;,on•, thf:y l1ave co:nf-iscat<•d the 
farn1crs' bnttrT, 1xith r. suH tha.t thf' 
farn1l'l':3 have lv-t of thou~ands of 
pound~. 

Mr. IY. COOPEH ',J,ns 
n1ernbcr for ::\Inrru:.J1 ,~ ha;.; 
tl;ts Con11:1itt _'L~ ~n !.'nnrH :·ti~n with fixatlon 
or the prwo of nt~.tter-fat ~ea· ~ho (Jrcduccr. 

::\ir. \Y.\BRLX : BH:u:r-fa t? 

:\I1·. \Y. COOPI,~R.: Y(·'~, ·wonlcl tho 
hon. me''1lwr call it 'i \\'lw:1 thc> 
relinquished the {lf pr]f 
butter. the Da1ry Cornpany at 
Boo\Tal gave fdnnrre 7J. and 8d. a lb. 
for their butter-f:~t at thC' sanw timo the 
price of buttt'r to thE C'OP""l2mer ''as fixed at 
ls. 7d. per lb. Is that so? 

l\ir. TIEBBIXGIO:\: :'~c. 

[Mr. !l/ arrcn. 

:\Ir. \Y. COOPER : If tlw hon. genileman 
says that ]:-:; not so, h0 does 11ot know -what he 
i::_1 talking about. The balance-sheet of the 
Quc'CJlsland Dairy Con1pany at Booval dis
closes tha L they had to reclaim a certain 
amount of money from the producer' which 
was OYCI' and above \\hat thcv had received 
for the bnttcr. Tlwy did th;1t in order to 
tnakf' up the diffcrorlce betwPen the amount 
paid and the amount rcalic.ed bv the factorv. 
That app!iul to ev0ry factor;<· throughout tl;e 
Stat('. \Vhen the CornntOJT\YC'<dth Govern
trH'nt \~{'I'P upplying the Tn1}H2rial GovPrn
nl-cnt und::_•r contract at 274s. per cv1Tt. the 
producers of Queensland \Vere o·ettino· a,. 

higher prier> butter-fat than ~nY o1her 
~<t tP nf the ·c~Jlfj"l' the 
prj(·f•-flxing- · ysh•rn in Queensland 2c is. pet· 
cYt. \ a~ lJaid to thC' producer. 

~lr. YO\\~LES (JJalbp): \YP han• heard a 
"'C' )d dl'nl of ·· ~~cs-::'-~0 ' nqnn.iH'nt this after
uooil. 

"h. y·, CoOFER: It ha all come from hon. 
nw:11burs opposit2. 

~Ir. YO\YLES: The hon. member \Yho has 
ju:--t r~.-.~wqpd hi~ ~eat will be replied to yery 
effPdiYl'lT.- by his owu 'vorcls frorn " Han
-:-anl. :' Thl-. Secretary for Agriculture started 
to take 11If' to task in cOnHecbon with a 
quotation fron1 his speech of hYo years ago. 
He ~'lid ou that occ.r"ion thrrt price-fixing wa-"' 
cronornicrrllv unsound. \Yhil0 he stjll adheres 
to that no~ition. lw giYL-.:J s-ome sort of an 
t'XTJianation \Yhich I ..-nntun~ to sav no one 
cbe but himself would understand.· 

:\ir. Cor.uxs: .\!! intelligent hon. members 
unclcro,tood it. 

}[r. YO\VLES: Then I am mre the hon. 
mernber for Bo,vcn \\'Onld llot understand it. 
The hon. gPntleman started to confuse him. 
~~lf by 'tarting off b .. telling the Committe€ 
that he could justify his ac!Yocacy of "pro. 
duction for use and not for profit." 

Mr. C'OLLJ:;TS: Is not all productio!1 for 
u.;;c '! 

~.Ir \~OY".~Ll~S: I cannot und,~r~tand t.l1P 

~·-,ientiGc way the hor1. goutlen1a11 js trying 
to turn those •vords. ThP rPpresPntatives of 
country districh look at it in only one way. 
Socialis::ttion of industr:- means production 
for H~e. The people jn thC' country want to 
. t't a fai-t return for their vroduction for the 

bc!lcftt of the fJl'Op]c in t1lc city, the sarne af: 
the \\·Wk(~rs in the cit.v desire to get a full 
rernrn for tlw work that thev do. I think 
that it was Jod1 Billings \Yho~ said "Fjgures 
nr-Yr·r lie. but son1o 1lars often figure." 'Ye 
haYf) hf'nrd figure~ I]UOtcd to-night by the 
r)r('mi0r ?.nd the Secretary for AgTicultnre. 
Th,~ Prt!mit::-.r. in order to proye certain statE::~
m<•nt:·, OllCC morP quoted Knibbs's tables. I 
told him that he \\·as confusing- the matt0r 
a;nd thr.t he \Yas not fail' to the Conunittce. 
be ~:~n.-<t-. h0 \\'D, introducing into the argu
nwnt dw que ':tion of hous0hold rent, which 
eYCJry child kno\YS ha~. for n1n11y 'Tee-us. bee11 
to the advantage of QueenslaPd, because the 
co~t {l{ building- hcrP i;;; rnueh less than ju 
::\"o"· South \Valf';;;, \Yhcrc they arc con-.:tnlct
ing ston bonses n·, against Y oodcn hous0s 
conetrurtcd here. The Secretary for Ar;ricul
tnre, b, ~,Ta:v of justifying the prir0-f1xing 
]f'g-i:-1eJion and his rlcp~trtn1ent, ~tarted to 
point out that £750,000 had benn saYcd to the 
Jll'O]llc of Queensland by pricc.fixin!'. He 
might just as wPll han said £7,750,000, be
cause he gave his O\Vll figures, estirnatcd it 



ia hi;;; O\Yll ',~a v. and 1.rnP to l:is o,~-H umcln
::.;Jun, ·without ~lllV nt all; and. \Yhcn he 
wn~ eh:!ll{•ng.:tl. ·he poilJtc~d to thP L!C"i 1hat 
ilw Guvc•rnnwnt ,;prp able to ~.how tlu~t on 
fc•1·ti!j-' r."- there hacl ht>::•n a saYing uf ;-;onH'
tl:i:w lib' £10.000 1 o H:2 con· urn er. That 

that \Yhat ]in;;;. been said 1)\~ hon. rn< lll-

cu thjs side• lu iht· l'ft\•l t. o{ 
the fi ,::ution of nrice of i:-; corn , -·-
r-ltat tb' prudu~;l'r. of fc•rtilist•t·s an:> l''dlort
ill~'· thc'll· pr<Jduc-t or~t of .-\ustrnlia tn' th(_• 
clC'tl'iJnrnt of 1ht' fardH'l'~. T}H·Y an' 
a hcrter Jlricf" nbroad thu11 tlir-~~ ;HP 
tu rrc1 [ye• in QnL '~!~ .1 nd. 

ThP Pn~~'UEH: \YL·;; did rhe fr:.l'lflt'J> a:;:k 
for thL pricl' to be! fi;.l'd, if th·,t i tbc ea<'·: 

1\1 •·. YO\YLES: The who!t thing- i' ec·J
ncnnic:Jllv unsound. If the fprtili .. -·r an; 
sPnt 11\'i--tl?, the fanner~' land~ arP :3uft'erinfr 
in ( n1soqucnc ·. ThP po::;ition ~hould he 
reYiewed. 

Mr. rLiP.TLEY : That is not an arg-ument 
again:-:t pricj_-fix_lng. That is an argnm0nt 
agaill ~, the Con1monwcalth Go\'C'l'lllllC'llt 
allmYing the fertiliser to be expodccl. 

J\Ir. VOIYLES: \Ye ha no no power to con
tra] the Fcdcr~! [ GoYC'l'lHncnt or to prP', •'111 
any exportation. In one breath \Ye haYe 
the Secretary for Agriculture saying- that this 
department has been responsible for a. 
du:TcnsP in prices, and th~·n vvo ha YP other 
hon. 1nornbe1, on the other :-;idP :-a:.-ing· that 
thP J'f·a:-on why State :-;tations haY(' l:wcn a 
failure- is lwcnu':lc of tlto lo~s of tnarkl't·, and 
the trcmenclou, slump iu cattle, which i· the 
aftt'nnat.h of ,,.,-ar. Thev st:-tte that there i::-; 
a. snrplus of stock bccau;e therp is no induce
JneDt for exportation. I adrnit that at thP 
prcsc>nt tinH~ thc•rc if' a ~hortago of killnblP 
~attic. bnt u11til re;cntlv the1·e was a tre-
rnendous nun1l:H'l' of { J'ttle in Q!-.le(~n::>land 
1Jcing sold at any prlcc at a11, because pPople 
had to g-01" rid of thenl. A~ " natural 
~Pquenc 2 the price of c ~ttlu dl'OP:i_1efl froru 
the gro·,·cr rig:ht clcP.:ll to th(' butcher and 
th:..· C01l"Ul11P • _tnd the: Gon:l'llliH'l't 110w turn 
round and tP1l '· C'll in o:no b]·eath that the,· 
aro losin:r rnonc'\- ou the StatP tation~ as a 
result of thi:-; r;1i:-;fortune-, and in the next 
breath tlwv tell vou that there is a dcrTcasc 
in the pric0 of' mPat beratue it has been 
l'L~ducecl bv thP Con1Jni;.;:,iont'r of Prices. 1-!ow 
ridicuiou::. ~! If th· ;:~ are the oul~~ argtnnent.-; 
the Go•.-crnment can briug forwa eel for retain
ing this deprutment, then it is a very poor 
COlnpJiment indc~ed to tho dcpartrnent. 

J\Ir. ::YIORG"\N (.l!uri/ia): A member of 
Parljan1ent y clnt,, to ha re R Yf'l':'l good 
men1ory. The hon. rnc1nber for Roscwood, 
~vhcn ~.peaking in 1920, said-

" He did not think a fair price had 
beeu fixed. The primary producer, dur
ing- the past five years, had not had 't 

fair deal, not, onh- from the FedPral 
Government, but also from thP State 
Government. He was at the Rockhamp
ton Labour Conference in 1916. and he 
had oppos"ed price-fixing under· any con
sideration so fa.r as dairying \Yas con
cerned.'' 

Yet to-night the hon. member made quitE' 
a difir·rent statement in regard to f1xing- the 
price of butter. 

Mr. PAYNE: No, 

Mr. MORGAN: In 1920 he stat0d that Jw 
<hd not belien' in price-fixing. He also said 
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1 ~:' fa rnH ~·~ 1nd rnt ,!:tot n Lt ir deal 
thi-... Gr) ~·rmlcid. and onh· rocontlv a 
ti' \YH 1 llf'd l1·, . lt·:':,·tt ~rho 
l'('{'P~;r]\- lL'COll~P of the 

;.cfvr 1 J ::\Ir. ~n1d ~\1r. 
a1·e din L(,J _ ... nf a ('o-opera-

lY on 1 hP D-y~~:n.;,. aLcJ ,vho arc 
· "id1 riw 1-'remif'l' iu connc>c-

ili~ ~~:~Ticttltural :--dn'nH'. Thcsp 
1 )-ucd <1 rPJ)(ll't la:::t showing 

t" thl· ;1ctjnn the Labour 
tlw da in· Ltl'lllt'l''' }J~td lost 

01 pric ·-ii.xiug:. 

:\L·. ~\IOI\C:.\X: a et;tte-
nll'llt cnr- day ard another 
d.·:. The ltol:. nH'Illbt'l' for Ro~t'',~ ood 1nade 
( l~ ~tatPliH'llt i11 1820. a cl now hl Pr:deavour~ 
tn t 11rn ]'(:l\11(1 and conrradict it; bEt- hjs 
;.pr'('(h Yi:t" l't>port.:d l11 "}lo·u-arcl" for 1920. 
For ii n' thr L~tbonr GoYf'rlnncnt have 
1 . .Jt lJl.:'"ll dlP prin1~ll'Y prodt~ccr a fair 
deal. J{ 1·cc' ni--:;..' the principle of price-
f!xiug·. not ht• fair all ronnel': \Vh)7 

c·hr,ttld it ap]'l_v to \Yhat 111'l.V br' termed 
the ncc·t •:~uric.~ of ~uch as buth•J', cheese. 
hrt•ad. t tc. ·: lt '1 U r H~ lnlilOl'taut to fix 
!hP prier' of boot- · \Yhat J:a,· th<' Commi'-

of Pric-0~; clone in regard 1·o fixing the 
of boots·: It i::: jn~t a.s inlportant in 

rega1·J to other articlr> ··. T ·ay tht' Cornmis
sioncr of Pric'-'"; ha:-:- not born consistent. 

'I'hP Pr<·n:icr tried to dra•. a reel hcrrill'\" 
acro~- the• t1·ail \d1l'l1 I r• ferrt•{1 to thf' price:o; 
c:baJ'g"L'r! In city hoicl Tlw hon. ~;entleman 
n•fc•rrt• 1 t- lt· ding: hott'b wlH'rt' •~ jazz ,. 
PYPnin·r;; t~d;;:{ place'. 1 be1i0YC' it is illegal 
fnl' :1 .. j;:zz" party to be> lH'ld in an hotel. 
1 ~-JJ~)po:· ,, ihP PrPrnier ha:- aH0ndecl 1norc 
'"jazz,. partie' them 1 ban'. I ha,·e never 
h(~C'll to a •· pc~ 1'<'~- at a hotPl in n1y 

lifl•. but I in tl1e ~ocia.l colunw• of thL· 
Prp:-o:::. that tlw PrPJnler ha'-· bf"f'll present at 
,; jazz(1 :-:J, ~o 1'\·idL'lltly hc> cn11 sp0ak \Yith 
authorit.\', 1 (~n nor lntl'lld that tht' hon. 
gc.•ntJ.•ntt~n shall ill flllY \\·a;- 1nl~quotl' vd1at I 
\Y3' l'Cfcn·ing tn. ThP Pr .. 'lHirr h<t~; quoted 
ccrL~iu f-ignn·:>. but I run doubtful whctho1· 
he c ', D narnP OlH' hot0l -in thr c·in, of Bris
bane wlH•re bo Jrd cu 11 be obta ln,:.t1 for lcs';, 
thdl1 £2 2'. Jl<'l' \H'Ck. 

The i'HUIJER: I '"·'· l can. 
),{r. :\10f:l.GA::\: 1 know that in \Yhat mav 

b<' c:alkc! r:ond-·cla>> hotel,, m third-cla,, 
hotel~-. .. hoard cnnnot bt- obtai11Pd at the prict-' 
quoted by tlw Premier. It may be possible 
to obtain board at the rate quoted in board
ing-hou~C'1·, but c·ountr:v people \Yho con1c to 
Brif'bauc- for a w0ek or hYo cannot get into 
boa rdi ng:-housl'"". 

The TE:\IT'ORARY CHAIR:\IA::\: Order! 
1'he hem. nwmber he' exhausted the tim" 
allo"·ed him by the Standing Order,. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroom): As a good 
many hon. members have spoken to-night in 
connection with th0 butter inclustrv, it i' 
Ol!ly fair to ~ay that two yPars Ugo the 
Gm·ernment did not give us a fair deal, but 
thP Commissioner had nothing at all to do 
with the question for some considerable time, 
I an1 surprised at the want of knowledge 011 

the part of some hon. members on the GO\·ern
ment bendws in regard to the butter indus
try. Some hon. members haYE' spoken about 
"dry " shareholde: 

J\fr. FGRDE: Tlterf' fll'f' H d1·~,~" sharc
holdrrs in : ounect·;on \Yith tlw Ro(·kha rnpton 
bntter hctory. 

rh. Tralker.] 
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1Ir. \Y~\LKEH: The amoud of morwY 
they gt'l- can olll.'· he• int·'rcst oH 1JJ<..' capital 
inye:::-tc~d. and that y,·ould not amount to a tC'Jl 

pounJ no'Le in a : C'Hl'. \Ye kno,~· t.hat '"Onll' 
1r:onth~ ugo l'Pciamatious had to 1H· n1adc. 
[n nt1-wr "·o1·d". we• had to pay baek lllOIH 

that we re t)iYt"d. That 1.vas (hh', not t~) 
the fan~:· t:f tl10 (birv cornp:111ics in Qner:lb 
]- nJ cY!' rn tht~ fat~lt of the farmers in 
QuL'<'fl:·dand; n dtu\ to the TmpC'rlat 
( jOYE'l'l111l.f'nt cttiug huge ~tacks of C'.oJd 
;-;tol"D!_,?,'(; buttL'r of all inferior quality which 
'• a:.;; "old at :t con:-:id0rablv l'C rate•. 
='\atnJ·alh', ·,:\• had to 111ake y;.ord :t JllOTJPY 

: 1u~ to 1-n lk al'olH ~ixpmH~'C' or sevenpence 
per pound for butter is ridiculous. ~\.t the 
lJT··'\('nt t1rn.c. the cottllJany that I ha\'{' the 
\1oilOUl' to be connected \~'ith paid 2s. lO~d. 
on ln~t ruonth's suppl,\·, for the simple r('ason 
that the butter r0ali ~ed a n1uch higher 
:n·icc than the auwunt nclvan<·Hl. rl'hn daiYy 
farmPl' to-day is n1aking parti{ nlarly good 
n1oncv, not tl1rough the Connnissioncr of 
Price~ at all, but as a. result of the high 
jJrice~. and owing to the fact that we in 
Quoen:3land are organised t,o such an extent 
that Wl' "PrP abl c to form a Queensland 
nool. Prior io that we h1ed a Queensland 
; nd a :\e.,,. South \\r all's poOl, an cl vve 'Yf'rP 

"ble to control prices for the benefit of the 
fr:ll'Dler~. In fairne··-; to the Cnrnmi..:siorH'l" 
o£ Pric0s, I wi~h to sav that he realised, 
1·robably o'·>;ing to the c'rror he 1nadc smne 
;:cars ago, that. \Ye desired rnorc generous 
trcatmcllt, and he did not interfere in any 
dkpo or form. 

Mr. liARTLEY: The factories on] 0,· paid 
6d. or 7d. )Wl" pound six months ago. 

:\Ir. \YALKER: That ,, la•.; . .January, 
\Yhcn '"e haJ so 1nany con1plai:tts with 
n.-~·ard to the sn1a1l price paid: bur. ~ince 
thon butter Juts realised more than the agents 
adyanc0d, and ·ye ha YC' nut de balk pa~'men_ts 
to such an extent tl1at one <'Oinnan\ uauJ 
'l :it.tJo OYer 3s. . . 

The PHEJflER: J)oC''3 th0 hon. 1n0n1Uer know 
that 1 he ~nvplic ':" to o11e B.,od-;:haLipton fac

askecl the Cornnlis:;:iouer of Price· to 
to u \Yan1 back pay to i hc1n '? 

:'dr. \Y. \LKER: Y cs. fen· tltP simple 
l't'ason 1 hat, if the co1npun~v at Ro<'khumpton 
had followed thP Pn~ntlt>r's ach·icl'-1 thinl.:: 
the hon. llH'mbcr quotc·cl Jny con1pan. \\-htu 
he wa:-; up there a:-:. hn ,·ing made· bne~;: pay
Jnent~ to tho~(' ,-ho ~npplif'd the anido
thc~\T wonld haYe l>C'C'll doing tlw <:on·ect 
1 hing in the intcr0sts oi the sho rcboldcrs. 
LP( a use a eon1pany '' l1ich doe;;; not g-ivE' 
Laek p;~y i-" cheating the s1na1l liWIJ. \Yho 
p;ocs thnnu.th a dry p~~riod ont of R ( ,'l't.,,in 
wo:1cv. Fo1· ln;:;tail('f'. a. man rnav lY' n. 
dairvlnan to-dav and :in three n1onths' tin10 
l!C' ~ be out- ~of thP indtwtr", 'rho bntret 
which :::uppJiP~> nut~- reali~c a high vricr. 
n nd he is entitled to h 1 vP the back pa~' 
<'YPn if hr io a non-shno-choldcr. That should 
l • tht• Ja\Y, and a <'OD1pany slu:mld b,• cOl,l
]>cllerl to make th · t ]"t.n1tc•nt. but it, shoulcl 
nut bt· iC'ft to the will of any < :)Hlpall)'· 

I jur ·~ nH'nt iolJ thes<' ~)h;-- ''C" of the qn0stion 
~o as to haYP a coJTe< t r0nort in "Tiunsard" 
;,} regard to th<' bntter ii1dush·~~. The ~tatP
HlCnt~ 1!1acl<' 1 )-lligbt :n·p >>;·rong, and n1ay 
1uisload tho~l' penplc \Yho are looking to 
Quot·n~lnnd n a pl;:-u·<' to ~ettlr in. T1H' 
dalr: eourn:'Jlie~ jn Qur'C'-u:dand do no1· ''ant 
prieP-fixin~t at. all, the Con11nlssioncr 
1\f Pr:re:" lw real1 that frotn rhe fa<'t 
th.1t he 1nt..:: not illtc~·ft'l'Pd 'rith our bu~ine·~:-. 

[Jh. Walker. 

\Ye ar w<:ll nb~ ~ to control ou1· pa1ticulaL~ 
1n.t~inf:3S. Jf the Conunisioncr find::; that G 
Jwye bt:'011lC' :; munopn1,,-, no doubt ln~ 'vill 
:-·.tf'p in. 

lt ie. oul fair to .<a~- that the 
hn-: ,Jo ·p ~[Ill C'll0l,l110US <llTI"Ullt of 
connection v. ith the baron industry. 
he found rh at \'·:e \\ere not g;c;.t1ng a fair 
p1·ict' for onr bf!con. after \VC' lwd inter
Yie\y,·J hin1 ht" innncdiat.el-;: raised the price, 
:ho~~Yill,Q,' tllat he 1~ syn~patbetie in that 

dirPci1on. 

The I'HE"IJ:Il: llc'ar ]l('ar! 

:11r. \'L.l.L KER: I take it tlrn t th · dun· 
n f the Con1Jnis:::iotH'l' of Pric( .;; is not Ollh
to Gx prices, but n1oro particularly t;) 
i1•terfere ~ i>e connection with exploitation. I 
was against price-fixing at one time, but 
since the war I believe price-fixing has 
done a fail' a11taunt of good. If .,,,e see any
bad~. taking rtllYRntage, or a particular pro
dueer not rcreiying a living wage, we should 
dra\Y thP Con1n1i::i"Jioncr's attention to it. I 
believe that ''.!ten \Ye get back to normal 
ccnclition-3 the ~erYiPes of the Co1nmissioncr 
of Price, will not. be required, because the 
f'Clllpetition will be so keen in every indnstry. 
tltat there wiii be HO occasion for it. There 
1-:; 11othino· better than cornpetition to bring 
thC' pricl'"' of eyory artic·lc do\vn to its fair 
leYel. 

I l'f'Co_Q·uisf' that with regard to the nwai 
tr:1dc great luu·n1 has b'~CD done to snud] 
nwn b:v price-iixing, and they have not 
re('eivecl proper consideration. I know 
Lt<tchers '.;·ho kill three or four bodies a 
v. eck. Locd conditions alter the aspect of 
affair.' and those men cannot live under the 
price<; Jruline;· to-day. Other n1en i_n Brisbane 
may be killing' ten or twentc· bodtes '' week. 
T L ·th0 Com1nis~ioner had got a little n1ore 
loc-, 1 infonnation with regard to those indi
Yidnrrl~, he \Yould haye l1eC'n n1oru fair to 
tlH'tll. \t the pre~{·nt tin1c they an' not 
nln.kiu~· \\·hat thev have a rigl1t to 1nakc. 
\:~on ha\ e lo tal~n iuto consideration 11ot 
ouiy the 1)rice rnliug i11 Brisb:Jue, but !he 
ecnvc'nit>nce v:hich thes0 nH'n arc extending 
to cnstomL·r~ h.,; 8aving thcn1 fron1 having to 
send mi]c•;J fo1~ nw:t~ and hayi·1g to put up 
\vith bad 1111·at. 

:\lr. BRE:\:\A:'\i (Tnou·oomlw): was 
vt l·v nl<·P"<'d to Jwal' the brond-mjLth•d rP
llHl~·l;.s of the hml. rncmber fnr Cooroora,. 
,,hose remarks ore ahvays appreciated by 

the Committee. The hon. member said that 
llw law should be altered \Yith regard to 
wlw.t we call dcfened payments to suppli<Ors 
of butter fa dori0s. At the South brook fac
tor:v there wn~ a supplier called Cumiskc:v, 
,,ho •supplied buttN fat to the Soui~hbrook 
co-operative factory. and then ldt that 
factoTv and >.ycut to th(' \Y~~reen1a faf'tory, 
v .hi eh c \vas a private concern. He foolishly 
left the c o-onerative factor,. The directors 
of the Southbrook factor·v dcelarecl diYi
dends. bnt called them deferred pay. so as 
to saYo incornc tax, and cut out this nu1n, 
1vho sup]1licxl a good deal of fat to the 
factorv ont of whieh they m"dc butter to 
supply "the Eng-lish market". 1-I? could trace 
even- ounce of his butter fat m the butter 
in that factorv. and the directors. being 
Pnnoved with 1~in1. \YC'l'O in a. position under 
Jlw la•" to declare a dividend against the 
lntcu ,ts of this crt'arn ~upplier. The hon. 
Jlll'lllhr_,r for Cooroora wishes the 1a \\" to be
atlH>ndccl so that directors v-ill not Jraye the-
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GLEDSON (Ipswich): I am surprised 
at remarks of Opposition members in 
connection with price-fixing. They complain 
about prices being fixed in connection with 
produce, but we never hear t.hem complain 
about J?rices being fixed when workers' wages, 
are bemg reduced. They are quite willing 
that workers' wages should be reduced. 
(Opposition dissent.) We find that wages 
have been reduced, but hon. members oppo
site are quite satisfied with that kind of 
price-fixing. 

VOWLES: Did you not support it the 
day? 

•.xJu£,vmJL' : I have never supported 
wages. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes you did, by 5 per cent. 

I want to show the people 
are their friends, and 

being done in Victoria at 
by the so-caJlecl friends of 

Qre they getting on in 
taking yesterday's 

Times " l these words-

time 
"Give 
quite 
parity now, 
price they hYe 

they are getting 
Melbo,urne price, 
they are not getting a 
been left alone and are 
Directly the industrial 
same attitude, and say, 
mittee which has decided on 
we are going to have these wages," 
members opposite complain about it. 
use every method-military methods 

every other kind-to try and get 
[9.30 p.m.] the men to accept a lower 

wage. Now we want these men 
to be consistent. First they say they want 
London parity, and then later on they 
they do not want London parity. One 
they wa,nt the price ruling in Melbourne 
because it is 4d. or 5d. better than the 
Queensland price, and then, when the price 
drops in Melbourne. they dQ not want the 
Melbourne price. Let them be consistenL 
If they say the same thing to-day, to-·morJcmv. 
and next clay, we know they are 
But when they keep changing their 
e.nd show they are not consistent, we know 
they are only trying to fool the farmers and 
consumers in Queensland. What I have 
quoted gives an idea of what they are getting 
under the Nationalist Government in Vic
toria for their butter. So far as the Queens
land consumers arc concerned, the C0mn1is
sioner has preYented tbem from being· 
exploited by the people who buy the butter 
and send it to Victoria, and then have it 
sent back here to be sold at the fixed price. 

The PRE}!IER : and 
dealers. 

Mr. BEBBI~GT0::'\7 : But they only get 
a commission. 

Mr. V\T. CoOPER: \Vhrrt commission do you 
pay? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: Two rend a-half 
No 1naintain an office 

The co-operative com
:'\o co-operative company 

to allow the private 
a lot ef monev out 
did. they "\Yould not 

of the suppliers, 
re-elected as directors. IV e are, 

cut dov.rn the worker's 
to get good wages, so 
to pay a fair price 

OPPOSITION 1\fE"\1BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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'To that 

Premier : Yes. 
To whom, and what 

realised? 
One boxc•s 

to McKeever Corn-
at 220s. per f.o.b. 
remainder been 

f:rw1•rr1m•IH!t. departments." 

MeKeever and Company sold this butter 
i>hortly afterwards at 232s. per cwt. If it 
had been left to the co-operative companies 

deal with in their own way, they would 
managed their business a great deal 

than the Government did, and they 
have got more for it. 

Question put and passed. 

INTELLIGENCE AND TOURIST BUREAU. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington) moved-

" That £2,740 be granted for 'Intel
ligence and Tourist Bureau.' " 

[1lir. Bebbington. 

At 9.40 p.m., 

'l'ln CHAIRJIAN resumed the chair. 
Mr. 

our 
re-sources and the u,,",'"''J.ce 
ing The 

spent. I am 
more. My experience 
from other parts of Australia 

them the opportunities we give to 
is that many of them are induced to 

go to Central Queensland. If we had up-to
date literature and statistics to give them, we 
could get a considerable number of addition&! 
settlers. We might take a leaJ out of the book 
of the authorities in America, who spend 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in adver· 
tising. their watchword being that they 
should boost their wonderful and 
get the right people there. 
our country 1n.oreJ and 
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Que3tion put and passed. 

~Pho 
J. 

MUSElJ:Jf, BRIRBANE. 

MINES (Hon. 
: I beg to move

£3,054 be gncnted for ' Mm.eum. 
Brisbane.' " , 

Question put and passed. 

The 
J. 

PUBJ~IC LIBRA11Y OF QUEENSLAND. 

MINES (Hon. 
: I to nlove

' Public 

and passed. 

Pl:llLIC SERVICE COMl'IIISSIONER. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. J ones, Paddington) : I beg to move

" That £6,988 be granted for 'Public 
Service Commissioner.' " 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : There is one 
matter in connection with which I would like 
to make a -passing reference. We have had 
a report from the Commissioner, but I find 
in it no table of officers appointed under the 
special provisions of the Act without exami

J think we should have that infor
Ordinary members of the public 

must qualify by examination, and •ve 
know exactly for what reason any 

have been appointed and the qualifi
they have. It cannot be a very large 

Question put and 

THURSDAY ISLAND. 

The (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chiilayoe): l to move-

" That £281 be granted for ' Thursday 
Island.' " 

E. G. Theodore, 
cannot throw 

The matter 
ou<e~'uc''"' v before my notice, 

made to me in 

Mr. GREEN: I spoke on the matter last 
year. 

The PREMIER: I was not aware of that. 
a difficulty some months ago. The 

Island people were unable, through 
ina·dequacy of shipping, to get certain goods 
carried to Thursday Island. An arrangement 

on one oecasion to have a vessel 
The Eastern vessels call there 

own convenience-replenishing their 
water supply and other matters-and in that 
way the Thursday Island people are pretty 
well served. With regar'd to the expansion 
of the industries that are being carried on 
with Thursday Island as a centre, very con· 
siderable progress is being made .at the 

time, and I have heard no criticism 

Question put and passed. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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MISCELLAXEOUS SERVICES. 

(Hon. E. G. Theod01:e, 
to move-

" That £37,525 be for ' Mis-
cellaneous Services.' 

year. 

tourist 
Expenditure for the benefit of returned 

soldiers and cost of services rendered to 
patriotic funds has been reduced to £20,000. 
Last year £45,000 was appropriated, but 
only £31,000 was expended, and it is a 
diminishing obligation. It is expected that 
£20,900 Will be quite sufficient to meet the 
reqUirements of the year. 

We are asking to be provided with £2 525 
which is Queensla.nd's quota towards' th~ 
appomtment of a Trade Commissioner in 
the East. All the mainland States are 
participating in that. 

The preliminary expenses in connection 
with the British Empire Exhibition will 
absorb £3,000. Queensland's quota will prob
ably run into anything up to £15,000 by the 
ti'!'e the exhibition is over, but only £3,000 
will be required during this financial year. 
That exhibition, hon. members no doubt are 
well aware, will be held in England in 
April, 1924. All the States and the Corn. 
monwea.lth are participating. The =st to 
the Commonwealth will exceed £50,000. It 
is understood that it will result in very good 
advertising for Australia. All the dominions 
are participating. 

We are asking for £1,000 to provide for the 
expenses of a Royal Commission to ;inquire 
mto further sugar-mill sites in Queensland. 
There is no necessity for me to dwell upon 
that beyond saying that the Commission will 
l'equire to go into the question of the loca
tion of the most suitable sites for the 
mills that undoubtedly will require to 
built-at least one. 

you throwing over the 
report? 

The PREMIER: No. The last Commis
sion's report was made in 1916, if I remember 
aright. On account of the rapid development 

North Queensland, it is necessary to get 
latest advice before we commit ourselves 

to the location of the sites. Considerable 
.development has taken place in the last six 
years in North Queensland, and it is well 
to have further inquiry, more especiallv as 
new districts are asking that they shall be 
selected as the sites for the sugar-mills. I 
do not say that that will lead to the abandon
ment of the recommendations of the previous 
Commission. The Commission will probably 
be on the same bas1s as the last Commission. 
It will consist of a police magistrate as chair
man-perhaps Mr. Harris, Mr. Dean, or 
one of the police magistrates who can be 
allotted to that work-with Mr. Salisbury, 
Lands Commissioner, who is well acquainted 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

in connec
I would 

attention to cer
app·cared in the " Daily 

also like some information 
wit_h respect to our old friend Mr. Randolph, 
Bedford. The " Daily Mail" of 9th Novem
ber. 1921, states-

" OFF TO AMERICA. 

(' :!HR. BEDFORD'S TRIP. 

" Is he on Go~·ernment Duty ! 
" The statement that Mr. Randolph 

Bedford, M.L.C., and Miss Harrie Now· 
land, two journalists, had received com
missions on behalf of the Government to' 
undertake State publicity work in' 
America was referred to Mr. Gillie&. 
(Acting Premier) yesterday. 

"Mr. Gillies said that Mr. Bedford. 
had left Brisbane on Saturday for Sydney 
en route to America. He knew that he' 
ha<). had a talk with Mr. Theodore 
recently, but could not say if he had a,, 
commission on behalf of the Government 
on the lines suggested. 

" Mr. Gillies did not know, either, if 
"!J:iss Nowland had a commission." 

following day the " Daily Mail" con-· 
this parapraph-

" QUITE WRONG! 

GOVERXoiENT COM~IISSION DENIED. 

" ' The suggestion that Mr. 
Bedford had a commission 
Queensland Government is 
Mr. Theodore said, 'it is 

that anybody at all has 
Mr. Bedford will 

soon on a private 
asked him to inquire 

n1atter.' " 
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he wa here. He was a journalist imported 
from )\:cw South \ValPs >Lnd apnointed to the 
'ppcr House with apparently !1o occupation 

tn follow saYe that of a j<mrnalist. 

Tlw SECllE1'ARY FOR AGRICC:LTURE: IIe was 
an ulcl l':orth Queenslander. 

, JV~r. VOI'n,ES: I-Ie YYas in N'?rth Queens
Jail(~ n1any _yeo.r, ago. l-Ie calne 1nto Queens
land, and chsappcarcd as suddenlv as he came. 
'While he was here he received" certain fees 
for publicity Yvork for the Gov-ernment. 

The PuEcilER: He rccci,-cd mon0y from the 
Ka, ionali~t GovornlllCnt. for publicity "\\~ark, 

:\h. VO\\ LES : I do not care whom he got 
it from. He rccci\ d fees even after there 
h<>d l1ecn a denial that he was receiving them. 
In this article it is denied that he is a 
publicity agm1t for Queensland. All I want 
to do is to f\nd outc the kuth. What did he 
get. 1 Was he a publicity agent? \Vhat fees 
did he receivf', and what were his particular 
hmL tions? VYhat does this article refer to 
-when it says that he was to inquire into a 
<·ertain matter on behalf of the Queensland 
Gover:nnent? Knowing Jlilr. Randolph 
Bedfor-d, as I know him, I am certain he 
would not be doing that for nothing. 

The vote for the Royal Humane Society 
of Australasia and tho v-ote for the Roval 
SocietY of Queen-;land are the same. The 
expenditure for the benefit of returned sol
diers is a diminishing quantity, and only 
£20,000 are asked for this year, as against 
£45,000 last year. The Premier did not give 
us any information as to the expenses of the 
C.Jmmonwealth Prickly Pear Board, for 
y··hich purpose £2.000 a1'e asked. The same 
amount was :oted lavt year, and I would 
hke to know If that is a recurring expendi
ture. I would also like to know how much 
of last ~'ear's Yote \vas utilised in connec
tion with the services of the board. I 
r.otico also that there is an amoull't of £2,525 
for tho expensPs of tlw .\ustralian Trade 
Repre,entativo in the E:ast. I understand 
that i::; in accordancB with an arrangement 
hchn:cn the Commonyvcalth Governn1ent and 
th various States; the Commonwealth Go
y~_. rnn1ent bears a proportion of the expense 
and t.hr Sta t0·.< bear their proportion on a 
}!( r capita ba:::js, 

There i one item that seems a rather 
~1 range one. and tha.t is "Allowance to the 
Lic~utt:r:ant-Governor, £950." Probably you, 
l\lr. Kn·~,\ an. heanl a certain gcntl('rnan who 
o<·cupies that po,ition to-da,- state a few 
years ago, frDrn the v._ry spvot on 'vhich I 
now :-tand. that the position of Governor 
-\-a:;; an 0ffeto one a-nd quite unnecessary. 
IJo1v ti!l!C'S haYC' changed! Ilero is a GoY
<rmm nt to-day, which i~ supposed to be 
prnt tising economy, nutking provision for 
£')50 per annum in the nature of an annuity 
hr t!1.e. future for. a ger,ttleman who occupies 
n poc1t10n wh1ch 1s a smccnre. In the pa,,t 
1t has been cnstomarv for the Chief Justice 
nf the Sta.tc to can:v out the functions of 
Lir·utenant-Governor. · 

The PRg!\IIER: No-not Lieutenant-
Co,-ernor. Sir Arthur iY[organ occupied that 
prJ~jtion for «0veral years. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: Perhaps not in the im
JTlC·diate pa:;:.t, but nreviouslv it \'!;-as cus
tr-mar~ for the Chief Justice to fill the posi
t inn of Licutcnnnt-GoYcrnor. and there \Vas 
''' "tlar'' attached to the office except that 
h-e n•ceivccl ha.lf the combined salaries when 

the GoY( rnor was n bsent from the State. 
\Vhere is the necessity for the present pro
Yision? \Vhv should the Governor not have 
the pm;cr .. ~ appoint a proxy? He might 
appo"1t me. He might appoint you, l\'Ir. 
1\::iriYUil. tL2ughter.) 

:\Ir. y,-. CooPER: There is no fear of him 
appuinring you. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. YO\YLES : I do not think there is. 
!J:,_-. 1nib·hr. appoint 1ne as his adviser. 
1Lang·hter.l I Jo not see how the Govern
ment c~n han• the temerity to ask this 
Committee ro v-ote £950 to provide an 
annu~t""- for uno of their friends, 1.vho pre
'mnably h"-' carri<'d out his part of the 
rdntract-I do nor wish to say more than 
that. I do not wish to attack the Lieutenant
Uovernor as :::uch; but ;,vo know "\Yhat \Vas 
the position in the p<tst, and no doubt he is 
now granted an annuity on account of what 
he has done ; and the Government now ask 
'" to comcnt to it, in face of the fact that 
\VC know this gentleman is over 70 years 
of age. VVe knL.w these very gentlemen oppo
site mid that the judges of the Supreme 
Comt were incapable of fulfilling their 
duties be, :tusc of their age, and yet we are 
asked to agree to this vote which is in 
direct opposition to the principles this Go
,·ernmcnt nut on the statute-book-that once 
a rnan is ~over 70 years of age his services 
should be dispensed with. 

The PRE:UIER : There is no such thing as 
an annuity provided. 

:\1r. YO\VLES: It amounts to it. Why 
should they pick on a gentleman who is 
over 70 years of age, and at the ,qame t1me 
dispense with the services of the ju-dges? 
If it is necessary to practise economy and 
deduct 5 per cent. from the salaries of 
fctrngg!ing public servants with families, and 
Y\'ith big responsibilitie,, why appoint a 
Licnicnant-Governor? That is one of the 
itcnlS we can econo1ni~<j on. The Govern
:JlC1t ha,·c ,<tta<'<ed a whole section of the 
public eervice in order to save £15,000. 
The" hav-e disgraced themselves from the 
fact' that theY have brcken agreements and 
r ;.·on~ises _in ~the past; they ha Ye lindane 
agreernent::; 'vhich have been registered in 
rhc Industrial Arbitration Court; the~- have 
done thoGo thiugs which we are told on 
pri nei ple d10nld not be done ; they have 
broken sa.rre~.:_l agreeme-nts entered into. all 
in t.he ranse of cc0nmny, and yet at the same 
tinH', in~~-c d.l nf 11ractising economy, the:;
rreDtc a no;3t which will be a sinccnre. 

The P~niiER : Do you want us to dismiss 
a Lientonant-Go\'Nnor who is appointed by 
the King? 

:\Tr. \'OWLE~: This YCl'? gentleman 
anti d to Q'l't ri(l of tl1e Goycruor altogether. 

H we look at their nl.·tfonn, we find that 
it iudndc. 'he abol;tion of the of!icc of 
~r<ltC' Goyernor; Y• t nOIY they \i ant to create 
t--, o GoYerno1·s. · I ~l .n altOgether op11o~cd 
to that ;;otc. nnc1 I a.1n prcvared to Yote
rtgain~t it. 

The l'HE''IER: Do YOll know that tho 
Lif'U!"t~l!i-lYJ.--Gr} ·crno_;:'::: C'on11nission is ~igned 
b_,. th E.l1Jg'2 'JIYn hand'? 

:llr. Y()\\'LES: I ,.,,nwmb:-r :\Ir. Randolph 
P.odfonl thr. -~·.1n1c abont his aprloint-
m~'nt to L .·id -i~ve Council. 

Tt1c Fr:El\flFH: :\fr. Hilndolph Ecdforcl was 
not <1ppni11tc·d by (re• l{in~r. 

:IIr. \'0\',"LJ.>~: 
c~spenditure of that 

u '"' opposed to the 
lllCJlir_·y, bccrtUH) I think 

Mr. Votclcs.] 
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nnnceossar~:. and that the money could 
spent iu other directions.~ \Vith 

to the J >ropo cd lli'\\. ~uga1· 1nllls and 
C'nnnni:;:~1on to be ap11ointPd~ I agree 
that should lll' done. anrl l trust that 

the Conunission \\'ill be in1pa.rtia!l:v forn1ed. 
The PRE1HER: It "·iil be quite impartiaL 

::IIr. YO\YLES: I ha ye Leard that i\Ir. 
1-Iarris is to be the chr.1rnw.n, ;111d I think 
b:" 1-: one of the ~tra1ghtest n1eu in thP 
world; but I rl.o know \vho the othc•· 
gpni-l<•mcn Hl'('. l had ldh'r~ frorn 
Xonhcrn people, \Yho tell :me that 1t. ha._, 
f'onw ~J light lhat c('rtain people arc vn'
Jl.ercd to Eel! the areas in which tiH'<C millo 

-·'ll'C to be l'stabli. heeL 
The PRE.\'.IER: That a \Yi.Jd gucs~. 

Mr. Y0\1 LES: I hope it is, b0causc there 
\'. ould lH? greQt srwcu1ati_o;l in lanci Yalues 
if that \Yere ·Lhc ca~·C. 1£ v\e .ar<' goino
~o Ln:c a •Con_lni _~ion, let us ha Ye a;~ 
ur~r::nhal body. I do 1~ot want to sl'l' pPoplP 
1na~,ln;""' lllOGl~: on the ~ale of proncrty bY 
g('tbng inside iHfortnat1on. \Ye knCnr \Yha~t 
ha~ happened in the past. 

:VIr. RIORDA:\' (IJur/,·e): I want to thank 
Thl· GuYPrlll11Cllt for l~stahlishing the Gulf 

surYicC'. The Goycrnnlent got a 
of abuse oyer their sympathetic 

f..tn1cnt of tlll' GuJf P·~ J11le in the past. 
rein( 11ber -LLat ]n JH'CYiot•;.; sc~siolh. \vheu 

the .. Douglas J\iawcon" <Yas trading to the 
G-ulL hon. n1cmh~r-s opposite ridiculed that 
anitngcrneJJt. but tb-- '"l)ougl<:ts ::\1av;,·son" 
pc-rfmm< .I th0 work for .,-hi(',h ·he was 
purcha"'~d. \\'hen thL' lll'i\~ate shipving CJlll-

diRcontiHucd the Uulf scrYicc. the 
c·an1e to the rcSt'Ue and ~cllt the 

.. Dcn.l.!!~as :.Ylav;suu" to {Pcd th(' pc:J}JlP in 
tlJC• Unlf conntrv. who othcr\Yise y:ould hayr 

. expen);P in gPtting up 
In th•wking- the 

,- V!nnnthoti.c.:; lrcat-
IHPlJL I aiil , c:>n\irncnts of the 
1H'0}1l~., i;1 th cou.ntrv. 1_'hi-~ is thP 
onl~- GnYcrnLI:teltt i"hu.· haye ·rccciYt"d s~nnpa-
1-lJ1 ':c trcaunent frmlL 

:\Ir. J. Joxt~s inierjcr+cd. 

).Ir. It,IORD_..>-\;~: 'Ihc bon. n1en1l)('r'~ onlY 
argUlllCtrt is repudiation. }le kno·,' ~ that 'a 
drcdgrc '""' sent up to Xortb Queemland to 

n port in the Gulf couutl"\, Lmt 
friPnJs lwd take11 up la~1cl on 

the l\~orn1an riYer and ~;;o]d ii at a:-1 ir1crcr, ~('rl 
Yalne Hw \' "1s quiekl~T takPu n\\·ay. 
TL·_ :·rc:::ent . C'l'L,ll" nt 1w.Yc bcp., mo3t 
s~n1rwthetic to the Gulf country, and I an1 
r::ure that jn thu 1101r future, a::: a result 
of that s.vmpathetic treatmel1t. prosperity 
will be rc,-i-,-ed. On mv recent Yi'-it to 
I\nrlllAnton and }_lnd~"to·,,-n the residents 
a:-:kt'd !ne to tlvtnk the GoYernn1t)nt for their 
s.'.-i.lpatbclic h·eai nwnt of the Gulf counh-_v. 
(Ilt .tr. hC'ar !) 

1\Ir. T".\YLOR (Winrlsor): Personallv. I 
am plea ·d to sec this subsidy for the steamer 
se;..-ice to the Gulf: but. unfortunatelv. I 
<Jannot 1 gr<>e with all that the hon. me;;,ber 
has said about the unsympathetic treatment 
e-der;ded by former Go.-ernments to<Yards 
the Xorth. I think that past Gonrnment' 
ha.-c shown the :\"orth great consideration. 

~.Ir. RroRDAN: Ko one up there noticed it. 

::IIr. TAYLOR: I think that the traffic 
to thf' :'\orth should be maintained. but I do 
not think that the hon. member is right 
.,-)wn he spc:cks of the criticism from this 
side. The criticism in regard to the purchase 

[ Jlr. r owlcs. 

of '·Douglas -:\Ia1-..·son" \Yfb ill regard 
to i:llllOUllt pnid for thu YC~seL and ll"SJt 
becauso i-t \\"llS pnrcha-:ccl to keep open rho 
traffic: with thC' :\'orth. The' GoYcnun011t 
}Hlid a con;:;id2t·ab1c u1nonnt n1o~·e mone . .,: for 
the ''Douglas ~\lay,-::-on" than \Yas justified. 
Evcr~·on'-; 011 t'tls .-:ide agree' thnt it is a!l 
n.b_..Jlutn lH'C. c.:sih· tn rnaiutnin the cornrunl~ll
eation ,--it!; the ':\orth. 

0PPOUfiOX nTE}JDEH:J: Hear. he lr: 
Ich. T.-,YLOll: \YP know that for ,., <ll'S 

the population of that part of the State 
ch;indling, but i! was not t~1c fa~1lt 

that tnat st•L~ or affaus 
have arisen l,yh)C'h 

fol_' Ple>ll to hold th~ir 
s, ti _,factory 
which they 
'lt of this 

better for 
:\orth, no one· will 

than 1ncn1bers sitting on 
Chamber. Apart from party 

pa1~ty interr,-~i , "\VC are all here 
for thr interc<:Jt::- of t.hc State. and \Yt: all 
·ant to s('(' tlw Stat(~ pn g1ess' <HHl prosper. 

\Ye want to sec the ~orth filled with a white 
popnlat1on, <1 nd we \V ant to sre that thn 
pop1dnLiou thc·re ~hall be 1naintainrcl in the 
best comfon that can be prO\·idcd for them. 
Personalh·, I look on the pqoplc in the Xorth 
a·. hel'des and heroiiJt>S. They arc rjght 
a\Yav fron1 all the ocial con1fort \rhich we 
enjo'. · in the Soutl1. Tlwv are battling
J gainst long odds in end ea vou:!:ing to keep 
their C'nd up, and, th0nefore, tlwy oro 
dr,.o!'Yinc~ of Pvcry pO'"-~iblP <on· idC'ration 
\Yhi('h thi~ GovArnnv._·nt or an:: Go,~crnn1ent 
can give th,~nl. · 

:\lr. CO!.,LT;.;-~, · 'Tbe-:v arc away fron1 n.ll the 
C'Yil influ<'nc·-. of city life. 

::\lr. T \ YLOU: It i.o quite evicl<'nt that 
sine, the hon. member for Bowcn has eomo 
dow11 to B1·i:"bunc i he citv influences are 
getting the hcttcr of bim. · 1;Vb0n WC' he~n~ 
of him coming· out of the Queensland Club 
s1noking a big: fat c~1ar, it is quite eYi~dcnt 
1-hat the hon. lrtf'nllJP · ha~ far'-:"11 a~.ray trotn 
gnu. (Laughter.) 

!v:L·. COLLlXS (Eou n): I rise to a point 
of order. It ls untrue to SU'/ that I ca1nc 
out of ilw Queensland Clnb smoking a big 
fat cigar. a~ hon. rnerrthPr:-; l~now Htat I np,-p!: 
smoke. (HP!ll'wed lrrnght0r.) 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: I have no wish to offend 
thl"} holl. n1en1Let for J3owcn. There a rP 
other itf'm'i in the .-ote which call for 
criticism. Or>c is the amount paid to tlw 
Prickly-pear Inn 1tigation Board. It would 
be intc'rest;ng to know what we get for that 
monev. \Ye know that the prickly-pear can 
be d~"~trnv0d: hut if it i~ gojng to co~t 
ten tin10s ·rr1orc than the ]and is worth, it is 
" ypr_v difficult propo,ition inde0 d. It would 
bP int.erL)tinrr to kno'v if nnv adYancomcnt 
has been n1~dc in these in,~estigation.3. or 
v;,·hethf'r wP :11 e gajning any knowledge which 
we did not pre.-iouslv hrtvc in this matter. 
Then we come to the inn''tig-ation of the 
pror)osed unjfication of the railv;,·a.v gauges. 
I aesnme that that is in conjunction with the 
Commomv0alth authorities. 

The PRE1liER: A Royal Commission. 

nir. TAYLOR: I kno" there is no vote 
this' vear. but I was anxious to know how 
it was conducted. 

I belieYe in havin£" representation of Aus· 
tralian trade in tl10 East: but if you go bat k 
and trace the history of the .-arions Govern
n1Pnt representatives to Eastern countries, 
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"<'O'l hctvc to ,.rite across it the one word 
''Failure." My opinion is that a real good 
hustling cDmmercial traveller sent to repre
sent Queensland would do more good than 
anv Govornrnont reprcc,entative, no matter 
ho;,- ""ble. 'J'he trotlble about the Govern
ment representatives in the past has been 
that they have not been good, hustling tra
vellers. \Ve simply got the usual long Go
vernment reporte, and tlwt was about the 
surn and substance of the results. I do not 
know what amount is involved in this <;ase, 
or whct!wr all the States contribute. 

The PRE~IIER : All the Sta.tes are con
tributing, and £12,500 is the cost. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a pretty tall bill to 
pay for ono 1nan. 

The PRE~liER : More than one man. 

:Yir. TA7LOR: I suppose he has some 
officors n,<-.:o{'iatPd with hill!. I :-;Uilp<J."(' thnt 
if ho gets 'tn order for anything. it will be 
.divided up a1nong~t all the Stvte~: but if 
we had a representative of our o1vn I 
believe V'C would get better returns. '-

Then there is 11 sum of £950 as "Allow
ance to tlu Lien tenant-Governor." I am 
thoroughly opposed to that appDintment. It 
is a pernicious princi11lc to provide po.,,itions 
of this kind for members of Parliament or 
fo;· members when they go out of Parlia
ment. Tho principle was condemned by tho 
Premier and his party when in oppos'ition, 
but immediately the opportunity comes along 
they do not hesitate to make similar appoint
ment,. I ruppose that, in addition to the 
salary of £950, if the Go,-ernor is away 
and the Lieutcnant-Goverrwr has to act, he 
will get n considerable proportion of the 
pres0nt Governor's salnrv in a-ddition. 

The PRJDHER : Th~ hon. member is 
wrong. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Do I understand the Pre
mier to ~ay that, when the Lieutenant
Governor is acting in place Df the Governor 
he will got no more than £950? , 

The PRE1\IIER: The hon. member is wrong 
in the statement he made. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not spe-,king against 
the gentleman who has been appointed; but 
ill several instances lately the Government 
have introduced tlt.is prmciple of perquisites 
for their friends. 

The l'RE}IIER: There is no justification for 
that statement at all. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman 
all<Jwed certain perquisites to be retained 
by members of the LegiGlatiYe Council after 
the abolition of that Chamber. The prin
ciple is u bad one, and it hould be cut 
out. 

ClPPOS!TIOX :i\1E,IBERS : Hear, he,ct· ! 

Mr. TA YLOR : I am totallv opposed to 
thi;::. appoilJtHlent or any appoi;1tlncnt of the 
kind L i~.r; 111<~ clc. 

The PHEMIER: The appointment was made 
two a.nd a-half years ago by t.he King. 

it. 
Mr. TAYLOH: The hon. gentleman made 

The PllEMlER: ="o, I did not. 
:\fr. MoRGAX: You adYised the King. 

:Ylr. TA YLOH: It is all yerv well for 
thr: Premier to say that thr> King made the 
appoJntn1ent. \Yho asked the E:ing to 1nake 
!t: 

The PRE~IIER: The Secretary of State for 
the Colouics. 

:\11'. TAYLOR: \Vho asked him? 
The PnnHER: 'I'hc GoYernor. 
Hm1. .J. L,. APPEL: \Vho ad,-iscd t11e 

GoYernor? (Laughter.) 

:\Jr. TAYLOR: The Premier IS tr:·ing to 
jt~ctify a. certain act "·hich he does not 
belicYe in, although he is responsible for 
it. He is endeaYouring now by quibble 
tn get out of it and justify what he knm.-s 
is '" rong ln p1·inciplc. 

rrhc PRKJIER: I aln not quibbling, and 
I clo not desjro io get out of rny responsi
bilit:·. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: \Ye ha Ye uothing to say 
against the prDYision of £3,000 in connection 
with the British En1piro Exhibition. \Ve 
\Hnt to see onr State fully and properly 
rqn·coent~d at that P'<hibition. I tl1ink the 
nntOunt which the Conu1lOll\YCalth are voting 
is aboltt £25,000. 

Th~: f·;ECRETA?.Y FOH ~lLiES: The Con1111on
,,.ealth Covh·nmcnt are providing £115,000. 

:\lr. TA Y.LOH: \Ye fc ·I sure that this 
manu. \\"ill be \Hell 'Dellt in advertising 
Queer;sland in G1·t~at. ~Britain, where wo 
d('sirc to be advertis•-d as 111uch as pof7~sible. 
\\.0 arc anxious to see a stream of inlmi
gra,nts co1n.in; out to Que('::u;land and ~-t:ustr~
Ji '' to fill our mupt_,- spaces and assist m 
the deye]oprnent of 1 hif: great State. There 
is a rrcmendous aJnonnt of \York to be done.._ 
.and tho g-reater the uu1nbcr of people fron1 
our own -..~Ea1pire that \\·e haYo assisting u·~. 
the better if · -cill be for us and for the 
En1pire. The la-:t iten1 is "Expensr" of 
Rm d Conuni:.sion to Inquire into the :\'cccs
sit,: for Additional Sugar Mills." IV c are 
not against that. I hope the Commiesion 
''"ill not be one of padiamentarians. 

:1Ir. COLLINS: What is your Dbjection to 
parlian1entarians? 

}Jr. TAYLOR: I think there are men 
out··ide Parliament who ~oulcl do the work 
far better, so far as inquiring into publi<1> 
n'attcrs 1s concerned. ·when members of 
P<~diament are appointed to these Commis
hi·-)_li'1 t1F=:re is a certain anronnt of iuflut,nce 
bJ ought to !Je,u upon them by their friends 
and others; thl.V ore not free n1cn,, as are 
indi Yiduals "ho are not responsible to 
elc•cton•. 

::\lr. liARTLEY: You wean that you c.:,nnDt 
pull thcrn .as casi!y as. you can priyate 
ilJ.diYiduc1h? 

::\Lr. TA YLOR: /1.ny Commission should bo 
Clltir(•l_Y free frorn Pad:ian1cnt or parlia
rnentar inHueuce. I think that the local 
Authorities in the -,vl'~ar-growing areas will 
be:: able to u·]yc Yalnablc inforrnation to a. 
Cmnmi~",joll 7l.s to 'vhcthcr there is ncccs~ it.y 
for ~uch nrills; so that, when they a re 
eroctecl, th< y ,, ill be in the be~-t pos;jible 
location ;r-d will a~sist in the dc·v-cloj_H1lcnt 
of the particular areas in vvhich thc·y arf 
located, as well .:ts i11crcase the v..1luc o£ the· 
sngar industry. 

_-\t 10.30 p.m., 

The ClL\.IRC\IA:'i' srricl: Vndet the pro
Yisions of Staading Ordf'r J\"o. 307, I \Vill 
now lean:> the c-hair a IJd 1nake 1ny report 
t•J the I-loLJse. 

The llonsc l'l :·Ull].Cd. The CHAIR}IAN 

reported progress. 
The resumption oi the Committee wa·" 

made a!l Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjou.med at 10.31 p.m. 

Mr. Kirwa.n.] 




