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Questions.

TUESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1822.

The SpPEAKER IMaree)

took the chair

QUESTIONS

TapPROVEMENTS AT RowA
axp Mayxe Juxcriox.

Beregaren CosT oy
STROET  STATION

Mr. CORSER (Burnft) asked the Sccre-
tary for Railwuys—

. What was the estimated cost of
—{a} proposcd cxicnsions and improve-

ments at Roma Street Station; and (&)
engine sheds, embankments, cottages,
and other improvements at  Mayne

Junction?

“ 2. What is the total expenditure to
date in cach case?

3. What is the estimated cost of eom-
pleting the improvements in each case?

4. When is the work expected to he
satisfacterily completed 7

The
{Hon.

SECRETARY

Larcombe,

FOR RAILWAYS
Keppel) veplied—

C 1L (u) £376.000; (D) £224,000--total,
- £600,600. The estimate of £600,000 was
made in 1911, and is a rough approxi-
mation only. It is equivalent to
£1,7200,000 at present day costs.

©9 (@) £221.1%6; (}) £198,488—toral,
f;[uj 614

“ 8. (u) £523.200; (5) £369,000—toral,
£912,200.

“4. A definite date
st present.”’

cannot be staied

“GoLpEN CAsKET 7 RECFDTS AND

MENTS.
R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba)
asked *hc Home Becretary—

DISBT RSE-

ot of  money  was
i ‘n(ker in " Golden
o 52
2, What  amount has  been  distri-
bured to--(¢) Lospitals; (b)) other bodies,

ith nemes

The amount disbursed—(n} do-
() management
and where deposi

of reeipients and amounts?

Ya-
cxpenses;  {)
ted 77

he SLRORWTARY T()R MINES (Hon.
A d. Jounes, Paddington), in the absonce of
the Home Reerciary (Hon. W. ?‘.u’(,olmao]\.
Ceirpsy replicd—

i

The Govermnent has only exor-
supervision over the © Golden Cas
Art Unions since No. 7 ¢ Casket.”
onnt of motey received for sale of
Neswo T to 52, totals £1.255,021

2. The proceeds received by the
. A
Home Department from the © Caskets,”

{29 Avausr.]

Guesiions.

Nox. 7 to 52,
follows:-—

fe) To hospitals
(h To other
bodies namnely
1) Trustees,
denendents
At Mulh-
gan miners
(2) Tara bush
nursing
scheme

10,458 0 10

HL

10,558 0 16

£31849o5 3 L
amount  dis-

3. The

bursed—

(e
(h

l \IIC‘“ .
lenaL,mnont
Federal tavation ... 92,998
State taxation NOS

9-52)

£796,392 13 h
(~) Ralance, including inte-
rest.  earned  (approxi-
mately), deposited  in
Lommon“mlm Savings

Bank, PBrisbane £145,863 19 37

JURISDICTION oF RAILWAY AprPEaL Boarps

Mr. GREEN (Townseille) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“In view of the confusion which at
present s owing to the eonflicting
decisions of the Northern, Central, and
Southern appz2al boards as to the juris-
diction of such boards in the case of
interdivisional appeals against promo-
tions, and al<c in view of the great dis-
<atisfaction existing amongst railway
emplovees in the Northern division owing
to their being debarred from appealmg
in cases of promotions tc positions in the
other divisions, has he considered the
advisabilitr of amending the Railway
Act 20 as to aive the right of appeal
azainst promotions to all 0m.)10voe~ 1rres-
po(-tnu of where stationed? If so, will
he Idndly  state hiv  decision in  this
matter, { asons  foy  such

mm‘ his ¢

decision !
The SECRETALRY I'OR RAILWAYS
replied—
“Queenstand  is divided  into  three
parts, and the Railway Act 1(\(‘0%)#0
these  divisions in  regard to appeals.

It 4s not intended to amend the Act
at present, but men in the North and
Woest arn given an opportunity to trans-
fer South or Fast as occasion permits.”

Dartr or Opentxe Bowry Coan Fizrn Ramway.
Nr (‘(‘LTJ\"@ (Bowyn)., without
2 the Secretarv for Railways—
“WWhen will the railvavy fo Bowen
Coal Tield be <)pr~n@d for traffic?”’

TARY TFOR RAILWAYS

naotice,

“On Thursday next.”

MEwBERS : Hear,

hear [
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idite or OreExiNg Mtncox-PeosToN
Ramnway,
Mr. (‘ORSER {(Burncit), without notice,
asled the Sceretary for Ruilways—
“When will the Murgon to Prooton
railwax be opened for waflict”
The HECRETARY FOR  RAILWAYS

- Approximately December next.”
{Renowed faughter.)

INTRODTCTION OF LEGISLATION TO REGULATE OR
ABorisH PROPRIETARY RACING.

Afr. TAYLOR (Windswr), without notice,

d the Premicr— :

1= it the intention of the Government
to introduce legislation this session to
vegulate or abolish proprictary racing ?”’
e PREMIER (Hon. II. G. Theodore,

L hillanor) replied—

» The intentions of the Government
with regard to the Introduction of legis-
lation during the present session will be
disclozed in die course.”

{Laughter.)

OMISSION FROM BUSINESS-PAPER OF
QUESTION (CONTAINING UNBE-
COMING EXPRESSIONS.

The SPEAKER: On Friday last the hon.
moember fer JMirani gave ncotios of a ques-
tion addressed to the Premier for to-day.

“That question does not appear on  the

business-paper, for the reavon that I consider

it is a breach of the privileges of this

House to ask such a question. It was not

asked. in my opinion. for the purpose of

gainiry information and it contained unbe-
cominyg expressions,

Governyent MeupERs: Hear. hear!
PAPERS.

. The following papers were laid on the
table. and ordered fo be printed:—
Annusl Report of the
Children
1921.
Amended  Regulation  and  Regulation
dated 18th August, 1682, under the
Animals and Birds Acr of 1921,

Director,
Departraeat, for

Stats
the year

Reseaeriox oy C

(Mr. Hirmun, Brisbane

PREMIER A

CHIER

Quesiicn stated—
for Chief Cffice.”

Mr. BIORGAN (3uriliv):

T would like to
knovw whether the Premier intends giving us

the information which we have asked for in
connection  with several ~very important
mattes. By interjection on several occastons
the hon. gentleman has informed me that he
would give the information when the Tsti-
mates weve being discussed.  When is it his
intention to give us information asked for
by a resolution passed unanimously by this
House ryespecting the travelling allowances
paid to members of Parliament during 2
certain number of vvavs? For the last two

[3r. Morgas.

Supply.

vears, we have been informoed frem time to
tinic that the information was being pre-
pared and eventually would be discloved. It
has not beeu diszlosed. 1 feel like putting
un & vigorous profest if the Promier will
not give that information., If he does not
intend to give it, let him say so str
out, and we shall know exactly where we
stand. We are boing put off with the reply,
© The iuformation wiil be disclosed in dus
cour~e.””  and equally {frivolous answers.
Resolutions which have been carrvied by this
Chamber are being treated with contempt.
We are =ont here by the people. and we have
4 right to get information. If there is any
ioformation that the Promier thinks should
not be in the possession of members other
than Ministers, let him tell us so. I think
it is his duty to let us know whether he dees
or does not intend to disclose the informarion.

I want a reply to that question now, and i
hope the hon. gentleman will be courteous
enough to give me a direct answer.

The PREMILR (Hon. Ii. G.
('hiltago:): The information to .
hon. gentleman refers is being compiled,
and, presumably, it is not yet complete. The .
detail: have to be collected from each of
the various departments, and, when they are
completed, 1 hope to be able to place the

o

information on the table of the House.

A, GREEN (Townsville): I would like
the Premier to give some information a3
to the resson for this imcrease in the vote
for  Incidentals and Miscellancous
Fxpenses ”’ for this year as compared wish
1914-15. The present vore is £6,000. which
is £500 le-s than the vote last year, but an
incrense of 100 per cent. compared with
1014-15. Prrhaps some expenditure 1s going
ont in connection with the itwin that we are
not aware of.

{lox. W. II. BARNES (Bulimba): While
appreciating the answer given by the Pre-
uier to the hou. member for .\IU‘\‘I}JEL. £
want o follow up the gquestion raisea 1E)y
the hou. wmember. I quite recegnise that F‘m
Presnier inight say that we should taciio
coch department, and that he should mnot
he held responsible offhand for what occurs
in other deparrmerts. The hon. © ember for

Theodore.
which the

- Ao
Sfurilia asked a question relative jto tlis
watter on 6th July last, and the Premier

roplied, ¢ The information will be 5§upphod
as carly as possible)” This question hos
been asked repoatediv. If it had ouly buen

aeleer] this session for the first fime. L
mewabers on this side would certuinly have
caree for comvlaint at the delax thet

the fact remains that,
otherwise, the infor-
) back, whilst every
opportunity has been taken of laring on
{he fable of the Ilouse particulars with
voegard to the expenses of e3 Ministers
belonging to another Ad: inistration. I have
alveady drawn the attention of the Com-
mwittee to the fact that I have tried on
soveral oceasions to get fhis information.
1 have already stated that I have writfen
to  the Auditor-General, and that the
Aunditor-General veplied to my letter in the
wav that T expected he would reply. 1
then went and asked for the information
from the Treasury Department, and I
recoived from that department a letrer fur-
pishing me with the pavticulars of cxpenses
which I had incurred myself. which particu-
lars I already had. I took care before I left

i place;
intenticnally or
been kept
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of all the
contection with

office to see that T had copies
expenses Incurrved by me in
my administration,
The PreMIER: The
have been suspecting something,

Tlov., W. H. BARNES: If T suspected
sotncthing, my intuition was perfecily cou-
rect. I am not suppused to be very sus-
pecting by nature; but rvecent events have
shown that I must have had some intuitiou
with recard to wh.xt this Cabinet would do.
1 a the Px"'m;o how the vote of £06.530
vear for © Incideantal and Mivcellaneous
Ixpenses,” was spent? I want further to ask
kim hew wuch his own expenses were in
connection with his trip to the old country
-~ much his own Cxpelses were in col-
neciion  with motor-cavs, in so far as his
own departmest is concerned? I think woe
have a right to know what the hon. gentle-
man’s expenses for the financial vear ended

hon. gentleman must

30th June, 1922, were in conncction with
motor-ravs. I venture to think that the
Premicr would insist on this informaticn

being supplied i he were sitting on this
side of the Chamber and theve
#7 mueh discussion in this connection,
it he had had az many refusals to
information as we have had. I appreciate
the fact that the hon. zentleman = that
he is going to hurry up the production of
the information, although there is nothing
verv definite about it. We have had the
notice of motion given to-day whieh means
that very early we shall be sitting two daxs

had been
and

il one, so to speak; and will it not be
the easiest thing in the world for a Govern-
ment who are heing pushed for time.

to s that they have not had

apparently,

tiitie to propare “the nnorm“tm“, and we
shall fivd ourselves going out of session
without g the 1nformation?  There-

fore T purpose, zs we come to every depart-
rr) seek to get from each BMinister
as fo his expenses in connection
re, &e. For the time being,
Promier what his own oxpens
and I hope hLe will fornish that

f ImMoT
T ask mo
11‘1\0 been,
riormation.

) o PRILAIIER (Hon. . G. Theodore,
Chillegoc): The hon, member who has just
resumed  his seat appesvs fo be very s
PCIOus Ay 1 1omentbers on this

Hon, W, ARNEs: I am afraid there
15 need fov

The PRI

BRI s

venture to sav that not

many other members of the Denbam Admin-
1~t\an(m before  leaving  office, \dth(’;t‘(l
scraps of information relating to

(\x] “nsei 1.nev eviously heard of

wich o thing as a
cut of office talkis
ing to his own

Minister whe was going
g a copy of dor’m~ relat-
expenses as Sinister and

heavding it up all this time. I do not
know whether the hon. member thought
that this side would make an assault on

Ministey.
I1. Biryrs:

his character as
Hon, W,
cised,

The PREMIER :

I have been eriti-

T do not think the hon.

member has been erificised in regard to his
DNPOLHeS,
Hon. W. H. Bamxes: Let us have vour

expenses so that we can make a comparison.

The PREMIER: I do_not know what the
hon. member hopes to gain by that., Suppose
my expenses have been more than his, will
he then make an attack on me? It seems to

AversT.]

Supply.

member cannot g
If hon. fiembers aszk for
and get information, in regarvd
(}\pOl)sL‘S with a view to dis-
opresenting that information,
’m nie that the Comlmtteo will not
et anyvwhere,  The hon. member for Albert
vas rather ill-advised last session when be
foolish attack upon the Atternes-

me that the hon.
where in that way.
information,
to Miniafcr"”

TLoROONH

made’ a
Goeneral,

Ton. J. G, AvpeL
and I did it in my own

The PREMIER: The hou. member s
vrong in saving that he was attacked first.
I rewwmber distinetly the hon. member
referving to what he rather vulgarly called
sdohnny’s Janz

I was attacked fivet,
defence

Thon. J. G Apeen: I did rot do so.

The PREMIER: The hon. wember was
very angry when details of his own exponses
were  given.

J. G. App I was attacked, and it

duty to defend myself.
PREMIER: Tt js always the right
]\.(m. member to defend hiself.

A‘\:h'. Kixa: It was another hon, membor
altogether who refeired to ** Johnny’s Jazz.”

The PREMIER : I{ that 1s 50, T apologise.
to the hon. member. At any rate, it was
ennie hon. member on the Opposition side.
Sonie hon. member opposite was ill-advised
v'muuh—l thought it was the the hon. mem-
: A]ber* but I have apologised for
istake—to malke an attack on the
vl with reference to his trip.
dpl)a‘f‘ll”\' because his own Ministers were
faulty in that respect.

Was iy

that

1t seems to me to be a very petty attitude
for Unposi*ion members to be constantly
(ompl uning  about Ministers incurring ex-
peaditure  in necessary  travelling. The
beads of 21l Administrations have 1mognmcd
rtl(\ nee (“-\r‘lt‘, O* '1(10\' ang#s D”,\ﬂ" l]‘(ld@
'm Ministers when travelling. metom are

equired o travel in order to get a full
1\1 wwiedge of their departments, to broaden
their experience of the State, and travelling
add: to their experience and usefulness as
BMinisters. A Ministry. rvepresenting, mnot
Queen street, but Qmensland as a whole,
finds it necessary for its members to travel
When affairs have taken me to country dis-

ict« on many ocessions the people in these
have been glad to receive a Minis-
| have nover deprecated the idea of

travelling., Ther alwars welcome

sits of the Minirvters, whatever their
'mh*" may be. The hon. member for
Townsville has asted for particulars of the
item= of evpenditnre in connection with the

vote of £6.000 for © Incidentals and Miscel-
lancous Expenses.”” This covers a very wide
range of incidental expendltme which was

more cr less unavoidable. No doubt, it is
higher than it was some years ago. Last
vour the actual expenditure was £5,700,

made up of numerous items, such as expen-
diture muuw od in conuection with the recent
visir of the British Empire Exhibition; the
salary of Mr. Bolger, Parliament House—I
think he is the =tcnofrrapher appointed to
a=sist hon. members with their correspon-
dence—£238 15s.; allowances to various
officers of the department for extra work
done by them; allow dnce to Mr. Madthieu,
2 Llind man, of £1 a week; allowance made
to Mrs. C. Nash, the widow of the discoverer
of Gymple, of €1 a week ; Miss Warham,

Hgn. E. G. Theodore.]




870 Supply.

a clerk in the office, gets an allowance of
£30 a vear, but I cannot say what it is for.
Then there is expenditure on books and
newspapers which are purchased by the de-
partment. There is an item of £30, being
an eox gratia allowance paid to Mrs. Lance
Brown, a woman who was in distress, and
which was well justified. There were coitain
amounts pald to various local bodies, such as
schools of art, which were in difficulties, in
one or two ca wing to the destruction of
their  buildings 1 cyclone.,  Two State
funerals took place during the year, and
there were wreaths supplied in  connection
with cther funerals; expenditure on legal
opinions obtained by officers of the staff;
petty cash; donation to the Petric Memo-
rial Fund; annual contribution towards the
cost of the seccretarial work in connection
with the Premiers’ Conference; expenditure
in connection with functions held during the
vear in which the depariment participated;
stamp account; sundry expenses, including
th: passage from London of an officer in the
Agent-General’s office. There was & dona-
tion to the Toowoomba band fund, a dona-
tion to the Maryborough FEisteddfod,
repairs to the Government House meotor-car,
cleaning of the Public Library, and other
incidentals; telegrams, £210; telephones,
£57 1s. 8d.; travelling expenses, including
my own, regarding which hon., members on
the other side are showing quite an inor-
dinate amount of curiosity, £821 12s. 2d.
My expenses In connection with the tour
I made in Western Queensland amounted

to £22 9. 10d.; my tour in

[4 pom.] North Qucensland, £40 18s. 3d.;
Melbourne and Sydney, £129 0s.
9d.; Premiers’ Conference, $£94 4s. 2d

Sydney, £53 128, 3d.; Warwick, £7 2: 9d.;
and my recent Northern tour, £458 18s. 2d.
That made a total of £821 12s. 2d. alto-
gether for travelling exponses. Some hon.
members may consider that the expenditure
in connection with my Northern tour is
altogether beyond a falv thing., If they are
of that opinion, then it is an entirely errone-
ous cpinion. If hon. members think that in
travelling »s I have dene during the vear
my travelling expenses are some kind of
supplement to my salary, then I wani to
assure them that I make no profit whatever
out of my travels. (Hear, hear!) As a
matter of fach, every time I leave Brisbane
ot a Ministerial tour I am really out of
pocket. I am not complaining of that. It
Is quite true that T draw £2 2s. per day
sometimes, that sometimos it may amount
to more than that, and somctimes to loss
than that. I do not tie myself down to any
definite amount. 1 draw the actual amount
of ocut-of-pocket  expenses incurred. In
regard to the tour I made to North Quecns-
land, I may say that I occupied six or
seven weeks, and it enabled me to cover a
very large extent of country. I went to the
T and returned overland down the coast.
T canie overland from the Atherton Tableland
prefttry well all the wavy to Towusville, and
then down 1o Rockhampton aloug the
ronte of the North Coast Railway. T also
went up the Dawson Valley almost as far as
Taroom and back again Tours of that kind
cannot be done without the expenditure of
monsy. I am aure that no hen. member will

urgs that a Minister should pay hix cuat-of-
pocket expenses out of his salary. If a
Minister had to pay hix own out-of-pocket

expenses, he
at all.

[Hoi. E. 4. Theodore.

would have no remunecration

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.
only fair that a Minister should
his out-of-pocket expenses to his
depa .nt, All the oxpenses that are

charged in connectiou with these tours are
not incurred by the Minister himself. There
ave steamer fares, coach fares, and 111cxdent1ai
cxpenses, all of which are charged to the
tour. but the Minister's actual expenses are
only a medicum: of the actual cost of the
tour. There ave always others whose expense:
have to be paid as well. A Minister travel-
ling in Queensland, in carrying out the ordi-
nary courtesies whieh are a recognised
practice, invites the member of the dis-
wrict through which he passes to accompany
hiw. and it is only fair, if the member docs
accompany the 3inister, that his ou?—ot«
pocket expen should also be charged to
the department. I do not want hop. mem-
bers to think that the money is distributed
in the form of largess or anything of that
sort. 1f I asked anv of the members for the
Central district to accompany me on the
Dawson Valley trip, I had to provide them
with means of conveyance, and I had also
to pay their hotel bills. In that way the
actual cost of the tour wounts up. I wanb
to assure the Committee that, if mombprs are
under the impressiou that this money is puaid
to the Minister, they are under an entirely
erroneous impression. In many cases when a
Ainister travels he is out of pocket. There
may be a suggestion that Ministers can some-
how draw mysteriously from the department
without disclosing any details, or that jl1ey
can cover up the detatls in some way. Noth-
ing of the kind can happen. In each of
these cases where I have travelled throughout
Queensland and elsewhere the exact details
are given., The details ave all given, and are
open to the inspection of the Auditor-General
and his staff. The Auditor-General would
soon call attention if there was any irregular
expenditure. I may say that the Auditor-
General and lis inspectors have done that
in the past—not in connection with any
irregular expenditure, but they ‘have called
attention to expenditure which might seem to
be hevond a reasonable amount. .Thatxha,vx
not happened in my own case, buf it hf: s hap-
pened in the past, where the Auditor-General
ha- pointed out thet the cost of a tour has
~cemed to be berond the limit. IHowever,
the Auditor-General and his iuspectors have
access to all the deteils, and they cxamine
ail the veuchers. The Auditor-Geseral is
wite ot liberty to comment on anrthing he
find.. and. as a matter of fachk he would
comanent in his annual veport if he fo\\lnd
anvthing irvegular at all.

(Hear, hear!)

Ay, KERR (Enoggera): It has been usual
in conncetion with previous Estimates to
disruss the question of immigration on tho
vote for the ent-Cencral; but we find
uow that there an arrangement with the
Commonwealth, and the Agcn.t-Ge'z':eraJ '1‘1a3
vothing at all to do with immigration. l_h“u
only dopartment which is now conm,rm:d with
irnieration is the Chief Seeretary’s Depatt-
ment, and =0 that the opportunity ot (1],‘:(
ing this matter may no: be mimed, I
that we might discuss it on this vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not wish
to restrict hon. members, but sometimes sn
arrapgeniont is made between the feaders of
respective parties and the Minister in charge
of the Estimatcs where a subsidiary item
may ho discussed ot the vote for the Chief
OFi 1% thore is no fuch arrangement made,
I cannot permit hon. members to discuss any

3




Supply.

question antil we come to the vote in which
it ¢ included.

Air. KERR: I do not think that any

ang has been made to discuss all
questions on the first vote for the wvarious
departments, but immigration is dealt wita
v ‘Jw ‘hief Office in this department, and

(9]

vaider ihat we should be allowed to dis-
cus< it on this vote. Owing to the arrange-
@ith the Commonwealth, the Agent-

cal has nothing to do with immigration
and the only thing that Queensland has
with emigrants is when they arrive
Srate.

CHAIRMAN : If the hon. gentleman

To say a11vthir\£; about the nominated
of immigration, he will be quite in

the

sveten
010(1 e saving it on this vate. because that
system is connected with the Chief Office of
the Chiet Seerotary’s Department,

3r. KERR: I am going to deal with the
question of  the administration and the
Premier's attitude towards immigration, and
whether we are getting sufficient immigrants

in Queensland or not. That is a matter
thet comes under the Chief Secretary's

BDepartment. I may point out that on 5th
July last I asked the following question of
the Premier:—
* Has he any knowledge that an immi-
gration consultative committee, composed
Agents-General of the several Austra-

[29 AvucusT.]

iian States, has been formed in Lopdon? -

he seen any reports of such meet-
and arc they available to mem-

How often has this State been
1upm=omed at such meetings by the
(ucensland Agent-General personally?’

The P

remier's reply to that question was
* No.””  That meant that he had not secen
anything in connection with the matter, and
he had no information regarding immigrants
to far ax this State is concerned. One of the
resolutions agresd to at the Premiers’ Confer-
cnce held in July, 1820, was that the Com-
monvealth hould have full control of immi-
gration overseas, und that the Agents-General
of the several States should form a consul-
tative committee in London. If such an
important matter as immigration is having
aticntten in London, then the Premier should
have full krowledge of what is happening
thrre, sl all the information at his disposal

should be available to hon. members, It
scems to me a most extraordinary thing that
the Premier is not aware of the existence of

this mnmltdliu committee in London. How-

ever, I think the time is ophorhmc for the
Goverument to state their policr in regard
ta tm ation. We know that from time te
time questions, and indeed the whole subject
of graticn, have been sidetracked.
The CHATRMAN.: T would like to point
cut 5 the hon. monﬂc that at this stage

he will be in ordsr in dealing only with the
nominated srstem of immigration, whi i
controlled by the Chief (‘f”ce but discus-
sion on the general question of immigration
we uld bardly be in order. On page 109 of 1}16

nates.. he will find the vote for
Cimmandgre +Hon generally.

CIRR: T have been Hn‘(ugh the Esti-

1 sc ¢ vote, but I wish to point

mevely a sub- de})dltment of the
L s Office, and the matter T am
with is 1he attitude of the Premier
guestion, and it would not be right

Srpply. 871

action on the vote for
Agent. I want to read an
ract from o conference on immigration
h«*r\ con the Prime Minisier of Australia and
various State Premiers and Ministers—

s Mr. THEGDORE : Yes, we have plenty
of Ixud suitable for cotton-growing 1n the
(mnml district. near Rockhampton and
(apo]h and in the Emerald districe and
the Dawson districet, land now held under
pastoral leases which would cost less than

his

for me to dJdi
1ho Imniigration

10s, an acre to resume, and, probably,
onlx about 5=, on the average.
“AMr. Coyxe: It would depend on the

terms of the leas

“ e, Teeopore: Yes, we have millions
of acres of Crown lands and land held
under grazing leases, which would be suit-
(lb](‘ t()l‘ C()ttoll ”IOV\,]H( >

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot permit a
general discussion on the question of immigra-
tion. There in the vote really no item
dealing with the subject to which the hon.
i @mbm can direct hiz remarks; but in view

f the fact thar the Chief Secretary’s Depart-
mont deals \nth the nominated system of
immigration, I have permitted him to proceed
to diecuss that gnestion. But, 1 if he is going
to discuss the gencral question on this vote,
I ¢hall have to stop him.

Mr. KERR: I think vou are right, Mr.
Kirwaiz, but I am not prepared to lose the
opportunity, and I feel confident that a
geneial dizcussion has been permitted on this
vote vear n{ter vear. That is confirmed by
“ Hansard.” If it does not ccme under the
Chief Secretary's Office, and vou will point
out where it does occur. I shall be qmte
willing to restrain mrself will then.

The CHAIRMAN : T have poiunted out the
vote on page 109 of the Estimates.

Mr. KERR: I hope vou will allow me to
proceed with reference to the nominated
system., ,«14‘1‘ ! not been a success, any
wore than immigration generally. Whereas
in the two vs 1612-18 13 Queensland was
10(',\1n9 something like 22,000 immmigrants,
in the s cars 1916-1920 we .ecelved only 10, 000,

s tables it is shown that
last four years, only £1

and in the 1]QQ~ULE‘)‘
on the average for the

per head was found by the Srate, whereas
in 10141"0 the cxpenditure from revenue
alone was and in 1914-1915. £60.000.
No o x‘i‘i‘. ka that the tmimigranis we got

s oone back on the State.
The loan woney spent on immigration has
given the State a very good return, and in

my ovinion it iz time Qm mm“nd utilisred loan
money for the nomination of immigrants, or

pm'd their passages, if necessary, and for
their settlement subzequently.  As far back
as 4884 over £1, ‘“"V‘ 0 was authorised from
loun monev; in £250,000; in 1890,
£200.000: and there was a loan

There is only one
d—ihat the Govemment
‘ed to bring immigrants

The Premicr is restricted
neminated  immigrants  or
in the fighting platform

authorization of
thing that can be sa
have nat been prepa
into this country.
from bringing

others by tl
«f the Lab

Now, T want to refer to the achems of the
Prime Minister for fisuncing immigration.
ho hon, member will

av other aspect
Jing with nomi-
ope he will keep

Mr. Kirwan.]
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M. KERR: VYon are confinlug me very
closely to the nominated tem. The vote
i< ])Dll(ﬂbh to the whole question of
irninigration,

The CHAIRMAN : T hope the hon.
is rot getting a wrong 1m1nv\ “don.
h to vestriet the «is bui in dis-
ssing the Istimates the hon, member and
cvery other hon. membar must connect his
remarks with some palﬂ(uizn itery in the
wote before the Committee, There iz in this
vote no item that '1110\\< a general (;*’Llh\lO"
of immigration: but, by reason of the fact
that the nomination of immigrantz is con-
trolled by the Chief Seeretary’s Office, that
branch of the question may be dealt with on
this vote, and for that rcason I have per-
mitted the hon. member to raise a discussion.
Mr. KERR : Nominated immigration comes
ander the Chief Sceretary’s Office and other
immigration likewise. Howexer in view of
your ruling, I shall content mys solf with o
mg that the Pren ier in his speeches seems to
be in favour of immigration generally; but
his actions, in which he has been backed up
by outside authorities, have been restric
with regard to both nomivated and
forms ot immigration.

Question put and passed.

)omhm‘
1 do uot

Oth“:

AGENT-GENWRAL FOR TIUE STATE.
o PREMIER : 1 beg to move—

“ That £10,997 be grantod for
General for the State.”

The actual expenditure last year exceedel
the appmpr)atuu by £2.600, but it iz antici

pated that the amount asked for this
will be sufilcient.  As hon. members will see.
the staff is being reduced from twentv-four o

eighteen,

fact which,
about by
great

The mm’f has been up to thirfy. =
was brought
caused dutnw the war. A

to a large extent.
work
denl of work was done for our soldie
and many savings bank transaction: took
place. The Imporial Government tools advan-
tage of the oxperience of Sir Thoma: Robin-
sen, when he was Agent-General. and the
services of the Queensland staff weve availed
of in that respect. but we have now beex
able to bring the staff down to reazonable
Hnits

e, VOWLES (Ddlby): I
know \\h_ there has
per cent. in the sala
as there has b

would like to
been no reduction of 5
< of the Agent-General,
wen in the case of other public
servant th: n the Salaries Bl was wads»
d on on "'h(\ cond reading—we had no
oppouannv of discussing the clauses in Com-

mittes, becauss discussion was stifled and
the measure was rushed through—the Seoi
tary for Railwawvs said that the reazon why
there was to be no deduction from the raiav:
of Cr(mmxl as because he was
und sprefal i T asked at the
time what was t stinetion between a
special agreement. so far as the Agent-
General s concarnod, and an agreement
registered in the Court of Industrial Arbirra-
tion, sn far as the police magistrates wore
CONEDTI

The PrEvFr: An industrial agreenient ha
definite term.

Mr, VOWLES: It is due to the Committee
to have information regarding the position
of Mr. Hunter. Questions have been azked
regarding the matser, and w(\ have been t
that the information would he given at the
proper time. Are two salaries being pﬂdr
We also would like to know whether therc

[Jir. Kerr

)
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i~ any truth in the rumonr that Mr.
is alouat to retire from the position of Arront
(Greneral: and, if so, what are the intentions
of the Government with regard to his succes-
sor—more particularis in view of the fact
that we passed recently a Bill dealing with
primavy production. Is it the intention of
the Government to consider the appointment
of tome person who can fill tha hill as the
nt overscas of the Council of Agricul-
ture?  We have been told by the Premier
Tl](\r the std% has been reduced from twenty-
fo to ecighteen. Notwithstanding that, it
will be "lotIJ“d that the item * Contingencies™
shows an increase of £795. I would like to
know if there is anything covered up in that
-—any damag:s, or anv arrangement with
My, Hunter in conncetion with his retive-
wment. On Tth July, 1922, the hon. member
for Wide Bay asked the Premier—

*“1. What is the total expenditure
fapart from salaries) incurred by the
Government conseguent upon the appoint-
ment of Mr. Fihelly to the position of
Agent-General ?

Fihelly

“2. ¥rom what date did Mr. Fihelly
commence to draw the salary of the
Agent-General ?

On what date did Mr. Hunter’s

salary as Agent-General ccase to be paid™

4, For what period was JMr. Hunter
appointed Agent-General ?

5. Did he receive any compensation
upon the loss of his appointment?

** The PREMIER replied—

1 to 5. The information will be given
to the House at the proper time.”

iz the proper time, and I ask for the
details now. On the same dur(, the hon.
member for Toowong asked the Premier—
“Will he lay upon the table of the
ITouse the papers dealing with the
resignation, deflation, or otherwise, of
the late Agent-General (Mr. Hunter),
and  ths appoinrment of Mrv. J. A,
Fihelly as Ageut-General?
replied—

“ The PreMIra

It would not be advisable to table
these papars, bu: questions rcleting
fhevmo will be answercd when the
ni-General’s Estimates are under
comsideration by the Legislative Assem-
blv.”

T should like to have that information, \\e
are not ascing for 1t of idle curiosity.
The public, as pavliamentarians, are

3
arxious {0 know evactly what the position is

PREMIER (Hon. . G Thueodory,
st of all, T will give the details
the vote for * (ortm"enue‘ ” The
iber will noh'*r\ thet we are asking
5. The <etails ave: Ad \'*H' .nﬂ
OWanees f(‘ a2 £1.100; allowanso
v, £24 193, 2d.: cubles, telogmm”
hones, £590: cleaning, £148: Execu-
T Ln gineer and Tuspector’s pxpenses, £202:;
u cevrie light, \,oa}. and water, £271;
postages, printing and
£144; rat rent, imsur-
d taxes, £1,490: ropairs, £61 sub-
to nowspapers and clubs, S £95,
£284: totsl, £5.280. )
Ilow does that item of
£1.100 for allowance to staff compare with
previons votes?

The PREMIER: I am going to refer to
that; it touches the question of what is to

The

('21>1’1,

\H‘x(nl 1
Al \ OWLES ;
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be done in connection  with the Agent-
General's staff in the matter of a veduction
of salaries. The hon. member must recog-
nize that the staff necessarily must be dealt
wvith on a different basis from the Queensland
staff ; it always has been the case. Whereas
the various Arbitration Court awards in
Qucensland are based upon the Queensland
cost of living, it would not be fair to apply
that basis to a staff which is required to live
in London. In London the allowance made
to the staff In recent years has been on a
much hizher scale than the cost of living
allowance in Quoen;land Ir will readily be
appreciated that, whereas in Quoen:land the
cost of living never exceeded the 1914 figure
by more than 90 per cent., in London it
exceed=d the 1914 level by over 200 per cent.
Therefore, the allowance in London had to
be much  greater than in Queensland
All the A“CII(’IO“) General in London, includ-
ing the i Commissioner’s office, have had
the same experience. When I was in London
in 1920 the staff was considerably perturbed
because the extra cost of living allowanc:
was altogether too small, and thelr remunera-
tion was not sufficient for their responsibili-
ties. 1 went into the question, and subse-
quently adjustsd the matter. In consultation
with the Public Service Commissioner here
I arrived at the allowanee to be paid. The
cost of living has been diminishing in London
as well as in Queensland, therefore, the
Agent-General has been asked to go into the
question of allowances and salaries in Londen
with a view to bringing the action there into
conformity with what has been done in
Queensland ; but it will be some time before
I hear what is the position in that regard.

The hon. member further asks whether
‘salaries are being paid to two Agents-
General.

Mr. Vowres: We want to know what the

position is.

The PREMIER:
paid to two Agents-General. When Mzy.
Hunter was unable to continue, his
appointment was terminated, and his «alary
terminated.

Mr. BraxD : Did he get some compensation ?

The PREMIER: No compensation was
paid to Mr. Hunter, and no compensation
has been involved in regard to the termina-
tion of Mr. Hunter’s appointment. I do not
think it would be wise to entcr into a discus-
sion of the rcasons for the termination of Mr.
Hunter’s appointment.

My, Vowrzs: It is on the business side
that we want information.

The PREMIER: I want to assure the
Committee that no compensation was paid,
nor was salary paid beyond the end of ths
month in which Mr. Hunter’s services were
terminated—I think it was January last.

Mr. VOWLES :

Salaries are not being

What about the 5 per cent.?

The PREMIER : That is covered by what
I have alrcady said with regard to the adjust-
ments which will be made on rececipt of the
report for which T have asked with regard
to the diminishing cost of living in London.

The  Agent-General, himself, has heen
appointed for a definite term—five vears
—which the usual term of appoint-

ment. His salary will
cxcept with his consent: in the same way
that the =alary of any officer residing in
Quecensland who is subject to a deflinite con-
tractual appointment will not be reduced.

not be diminished

AUGUST. |
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Any aiiowance made to himself or his staff
vesulting from the high cost of living in
London will be subject to whatever provision
is justified by the reduced cost of living.
Hon. members should rememhber that,
although £1,250 per annum is paid as salary
to the Agent-General, it is by no means a
munificient salary, taking into account the
cest of living in London. Some Agents-
General have found that it has cost them
£600 a year for rent to cnable them to live
in London. One Agent-General told me that
he could not get a house

My, CostELLO @ Anywhere in the West End
«f London.

The PREMIER: This was in Kensingtomn.
The hon. member is acquainted with the
feeality ?

My, CosTELLO @ Yos,

The PREMIER: I visited the place: it
was by no means a mansion, but an ordinary
flat, for which h= paid £600 a year. I would
rather live in Queensland than in London
in those circumstances.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 suggest to the
Premier that he should alter the functions of
the Agent-General, if his only function is to
operate in those matters that have concerned
hitn in the past, and to draw up his annual
report.

At 4.30 pom,

Mr. DUNsTAN (Gympic),
of Temporary (hairmen,
man in the chair.

AMr. CORSER: We were very interested
with the last report by the Agent-General,
particularly with reference to beef. The
Agent-General pointed out that Vestevs
Timited had secured from the British Go-
vernment over £5.000,000 worth of beef, and
that later on about 1.000,000 boxes of burter
had been released on the market. Both
those happenings militated very seriously
against the producers in this State. I think
it would be a wise move to secure from the
Agent-General an assurance that in the future
matters of this kind will receive attention
which will be helpful to the people of this
Srate,  Had the Agent-General made avail-
able to Queensland the knowledge that such
things were to occur, probably producers
might have been able to take some joint
avfion with regard to handling that stuff,
instead of al]o'\xing it to deteriorate and thus
seriously  affen ploduc rs here. We have
<o'nnlfnnt~ arr nng in Australia that a lalﬂ”e
amount of our buttm’ is being recased 1in
Danish boxes and sold as Danish butter. I
brought this matter under the notice of the
Premier some time ago. It is one function
nf the Agent-General to look after the
interestz of the State’s preducers and to look
afrer the State’s products. Every oflicer con-
nected with our Btate should take that duty
upon himself. We hope to have some new
scheme under the co-operative svstem con-
rained in a Bill recently passed whereby we

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-

shall have someone to look after our pro-
ducts over It seems a curious thing
that, whilst we have an Agent-General. we

cennot ect information on these matters.

The Previgr: The Agent-General made
inguirics in connection with these transac-
tions, and the Imperial Goverument officers
tald him that he must inquire from the pro-
ner Government—that  was the Common-
wealth Government, who had arranged for

Corser.}
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iring the war

Le export of those artic! T
of the export

the Commonw ealth had contr
of butter and beef.

v, CORSER: Yes. One of the greatest
troubles of producers is in ¢onnection with the
control, handling. and marketing of their
produce.  Whenever produce is hauded over
to any Government there is always trouble,
and. unless the producers can establish on the
other side a em 1o pm\ ide for the hand-
ling and marketing of their produce. we
shall always be in trouble. It is a 1)1tV that
the Agent-General did ot keep in touch
with what was likely to happen, so that a
scheme could be provided which will prevent
stuff falling into the bends of such firms as
Vesteys, and prevent large quantities of
butter being thrown on to the market in
the conrse of a few weeks

Ay Corpins: In other words, the hon,
gentleman wants a socialistic State to come
to the rescue.

Mr. CORSER : No; we want control by the
producers, which is a long way from a
socialistic State. The —\geut Cormal in his
official capacity, could be of very great dﬁ“n’(-
ance, and should leok after the 1'1teu‘sh of
the individuals exporting from this State,
which would be inost helpful o the whole
State.  The hon. gen lemar cannot connect
that with his narrow ideals of socialism.

Ay, Conring: iy idesls are not narrow;
they are too broad for the hon. geutleman.

My, CORSKER @ They are probably broader
than they were; but the hon. gentleman has
got a long way to go yet.

D
ol

Corrins: The Lon, i bas a
way ta go.
CORBER : I would very murh

see a copy of the agroement ent into
ith the British Cotton Growers' Awsociation
b)‘ the Premior, which was supposed to be
for a temu of five yeurs from Jur\uary.
1920, and which prov ided for a pri . 6d.
1. for cotton 1u: the lint ’c afroeh
scems  to  have \'dn]aﬂo(L it now

s that it ounly provides for a three

~

" guarantee, with a limitation ¢f £10.000,
1t has now been absorbed

The Preuir: If the hnm gontleman will
call at my depavtment, he can see the docu-

nents.
3Ir, CORSER: The fivst agroement?
The Pgreume: Fvervthing in connection

The hon.

any time,

gentleman could
Wheat i3 he now

with the matter,
have done that at
suggosting ?
Ar. CORSER: I am not sugges esting any-
thing. On the Premier's return from London
he made a statement at a public meeting in
Melbeurne that the (;ovc“m nent had secured
an  sgreement  with  the British Cotton
Gmwexa Association guaranteeing 1s. 6d.
per for a period of five years, and that
all lmhvm' freiohts wounld be paid by the
association. That statement appeared in the
daily Press, and appears in “ Hansard” last
session in reply to a question asked by me.

The PrEMIER: It

_CORSER: To
contradicts it. We

was quite correct.

-day the hon. gentleman
how see thay there is a

£10,000 limit. That wax not stated by the
Premier in reply o my question.
The SECRETaRY voR AGRICULTTRE: It wrs.

[Mr. Corser.
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any limitation. A
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Mr. CORSER: 1 ask the hon.
to produce the oviginal agreement,
The PremiER : Why did the hon. g«

. 1 H 1 2
net come to the office and see the ag

~Me. CORSER: No mention iz made in
“Iansard ™ of the £10,000 limit. nor has
any public announcement been made abous
. nuinber of people have
maae arrangements and heave leased areas
of land in order to go in for cotton growing,
believing that there was a guarantee of Is.
6d. per Jb. for a period of five yea We
have loz‘ured that the agrumcnt practically
0\])11C:a this vear. The £10,000 limit has been
. There has never been uny publie
rance in connection with that limit, and
I ch allenge the Secretary for Agriculture to
produce 1t. The public have been deceived
on that particular point.

The
p“*I"Qth clea
N

Mr. CORZER: The uon. gentleman is not
of ordinary intelligence, and I do not suppose
e Ki:gws,

My. SroerorD: He is a littie
the hen, mémber for Burnett is & little
persons of ordinary intelligence.

Mr, P)RSEW
Slouhi
ndelhwen( .
5 that a pubhc
1 ask him to show Jt.

Mr. TAVLOR (Windsor): The explanation
that w2 have had from the Premier with
regard to the late Agent-General, Mr.
flunter. 1s untimely, and it is unfortunate
thﬁt we d not that explaration sooner,

swhen certain questions were asked. I looked
upon the appointment of Ir. Ilunter as
Ageunt-General as a good appointment. The
Premier has informed us that XMr. Hunter is
rot drawing salavy or compensation. Under
tlie regrettable circumstances which caused
hi=z breakdown, I would not complain if he
had vercived compensation. I think that
while he was representing Quf‘ens‘a‘ld as
Azent-Geners], he did very good work for
this State. Under the cire 'nstunces. I am
rather surprised to hear that he is nof recoiv-
ing mythxng in the way of compensation.

1f the reports that are appearing in the
Press ar correct and tho present Agent-
General contemplates resigning his position,
~ould like to know what  re ally is the
tion of the State in regard to the expenses

utleman
eement ?

It was
v intelli-

SLCRVTARY FOR AGRICULITUR
r to people of ovdin:

above, and
below

wembsr  for
possess very high
ary for A griculture

.ment has been made,

&

Ty

¥

incurred in connection with Mr. Fihelly’s
removal from Queensiand tc London. When
the late Agent- Geneml Mr. Hunter, went

to London the expenses incurred were between
£1600 and £1,700. Surely, if an Agent-
Geueral is sent to London to represent the
State, and after he has been there exg}‘t or
. months he becomes dissatisfied with the
jion and wishes to come back te the
State, he should refund the expense the State
was put to in conngcmor\ with his removal
to London. It is not a fair thing that we
should have to find %evexal hundred pounds
in the way of expenses, and because he finds,
after being there a few months, that the ]ob
is di;tastefuk to him, we should be out of
pocket a large sum of money.

I think the salary paid to the Agent-
General is a miserable salary. I have said
on one or two occasions, in discussing this
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TOLO,

that I do not think £1,250 is anythi
sufficient for a man efficiently filling
I would like some e\pmnatlnn

S
from the Premicr as to what the position
roatly 18

The PREMIER (Hon. ¥. G. Theodvre,

Chiliegor): 1 do not think there Is very much
in the rumours ‘rlht have been ecirculated
about Mr. Fihelly being discontented with his
sosition and that he contemplates returning
to Queensland.  He has given me no hint
whatover that he finds the position distaste-
ful or uncongenial. T have had numerous

communications from him-—some personal.
bur mostly in connectior: with the business
oif the State—and I find him appaveutly

tion in a very enthusiastic
way. Those communications indicate that
he is vesy keen and alert on the job.
and tl he is attending promptly to the
numerous matbers that are communicated to
him, 1ic has furnished reports and advices
to my department—which have been passed
on to the various department: concerned—
touching all kinds of inquiries in connection
with the interests of Queensland generally.
T find him extraordinarily keen on the job.

taking to the posit

and from iy experience of him as Agent-
General, I feel bound to v that he is
making a succes« of the position. 1 do not

credit the rumours that have been cxrcul‘tec
that he «does not intend to remain long in
that po~uion I notice that there was =
Press cable purpwt;ng 1o give Mr. Fihelly's
swn views, which stated that he did not find
the place congenial; but I think he must have
been referring to the climate and not to the
position. I feel perfectly sure that he is
going on with the appointment, and that he
will coutinue in the office for the ordinary

Term,

iIv. G P. BARNES (Warivick): 1 am in
secord with the statements made by other hown.
members that a salary of £1.250 for & man

oceupring the position of
howme i quite insuflicient.
woe are in considerable
orher allowaness are
{iencral. Tor insts inee, we find an amount
of £5400 is provided for  vent, printing
stationers, and incidentals.”  Verwy hl».ol; a
goes in allow-

Agrut-General at
At the same tiu:
doubt asx to what
made to the Agent-

fair preportion of that swn
ances to the Agent-General
The I I will give the Committee

The Prnevim:
the Jdetails if desired

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It would be very
interesting to have the information, becauso
1 really impossible to criticise the ordinary
:alary of the Agent-General unless we know
what extra allowance is made to him. The
Premier -made reference to the high rental
charges in the old land, and I can well
believe that a man occupying the position of
Agent-General cannot live in a back street.
1f he is fto represent Queensland fairly and
efficiently, he must keep himself well in line
with the Agpnts General of the other States.

otherwiie  Qucensiand  will suffer. I am
inclined to believe that a fairly large sum
over and above the £1,250 is allowed L way
of e\pexlsc\ Perhaps thove is a ific sum
allowe

The PEEMIER: The hon. member surely is
aware that there is a rental allowance

Mr. G, P BAR\T‘Q We arve getting
infermation as we go along.

The Pre:xuer: Surely the hon, member

knew that?

AvoUsT.
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M. G BAR\T I quite Imagined
that that wounld be fho case. However, it
would appear from the discussion this after-
noon that hon. members are in ignorance as
to what fmthﬂ sums  are ﬂllOW(d to the
Nwont-General by way of expenses,
The Preyizr: There is a £500 rental
owance, and the Ageut-General gets actuaal
-of pocket expenses when he is travelling.
«0 ave the only allowances.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That
10

is interestin

but some men ave not as capable as others
of controtling travelling expenses,
Tl The average amount of

t.a\'o ling incurred by the
ieneral does not exceed £50 a yea
A»L. G. P. BARNES: That is infinitesimal;

and if My, Fihelly succeeds in limiting his

xpenzes to a small sum like that, he i3
certainly setting a wonderful example com-

Agent-

with the expenses of some Minister
ensland.
Previen: The Agent-General has very

i orcasion to travel

Mrv. G. P. BARNES: A certain amount
of travelling should be undertaken. There
ari other ports bezides London, and we hear
f;'zqamm_\ of the opportunities offering for
business in Liverpool and Manchester. Thas
sh ')u}d necossitate the Agent-General visiting
plares in order to malke full investiga-
and ascertain whether markets othes
n the London markets are open to our

soducts. 1 the Premier would let us know
wh=t the Agent-General’'s expenses were last
vear ander the various headings, then we

G

\ro'"'i be in a position to form a fairly
curate idea as to the actual expenses of

r‘z.o Agont-General.

My, MORGAN (Muritle): T would like the
]’Lumm to give the Committee some infor-
marion as to what the Agent-General really
15 «loiug in Great Bzitun, also whethey the
monthly veports are kept up. Last year I
made the suzgestion that the Agent- General
be e-ked to supply menthly roporh for pub-
ication throngh the Press as regards the
demaud and ﬂle prices ruling for Queenaldn\l
products, = ss butter, Chowe meat, etc.
Tlmt rgestion was thought to be so good
that the P’remier adopted it, and for some
time we had monthly reports from Mr.
llunter, which were published in the Press

At 450 pm.,

The CHATRMAN
resumed the chair.

(Mr., Kirwan, Brishane)

Mr. MORGAN: That scems to have
stcpped since Mr. Hunter became ill, and

e know little or nothing of what has really
hul)}Jcnod sinee. 1 would like to know if
the Premier will begin to get this informa-
tion again, eo that the people outside will
know what is going on. I think the informa-
tion ~hould be civculated through the Press,
so that we may know exactly what is happen-

in regard to markets in Great Britain
other contres. Unfortunately, our beef
eiling very well in Great Britain at
ent time, and we have very conflict-
reports from t’flo old country. I saw a
st Lt ment in LhL by the Minister in
s that Queensland
~‘0ng as hwh az 11d. per 1b. in

K ‘*‘anu

Ton., W. FORGIN SMITH:
e  Australian meat trade ought to be
veanised on the other side. You ought to
d trade organisers over there.

Mr. Horgan.]

That is right.

i
G
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Mr. MORGAN: I quite agree with the
hon. gentleman; but the point is, who is
going to commence the organisation? Should
it not be the work of the Government to
lead in that direction? Should not the Agent-
General draw up a business-like scheme, in
conneciion with which we could discuss what
would be best to be done? It is all very
well for the hon. gentleman to state in the
Pre:s that that is what should be done.

Hon. W, Forean SwiTi: As a matter of
fact, the Government have intimated that
any endeavour to organise the meat trade
of Quceensland will be assisted.

- Mr. MORGAN: Why not lead in assist-
ing the industry?

How, W. Foreay Sura: Do you want
the Government to do the whole thing?

Mr. MORG No, not altogether. Why
should the Government not prepare a scheme,
and then ask the meat producers to approve
of it?

Hon. V. ForegAx SMITH:
worthy of considevation.

My, MORGAN: We all know that some-
thing should be done, and we ventilate our
opinions in the Press; but nobody is doing
anything, We want someone to take a lead.
The Government should take the lcad in
this matter. We want someone to say, *‘ Here
is a scheme,” and to submit that scheme to
the people concerned for approval.

The PreMIER: We have suggested this to
the cattlemen and graziers, and have under-
taken to discuss such & scheme, but I have
heard nothing from them. It iz primarily
their business.

Mr. MORGAN : I am sorry they have not
done anything. I could give information to
the Committee showing that we are not
getting a fair deal for the cattle which are
being sold to freezing works under pro-
prietary control.

The PremiER: There are too many middle-
men.

Mr. MORGAN : Unfortunately, the catile-
men have not been organised as they should
have been. The wool people, who control
the sale of wool, just put enough on the
market not to glut the market, and obtain
a fair price for the wool. The butter people
control butter in the same way. The wheat
people control wheat, and put on the marke$
the quantity which will enable the producers
to get what they are entitied to. The beef
people are the only ones who are not organ-
ised; we are a disorganised rabble. We are
wholly and solely at the mercy of the people
who have been fleecing us for a number of
vears. We passed recently a Bill to organise
the primary producers, and I hope the
measure will have the effect of doing that,
and T will assist all I can in that direc-
tion. The primary producer will then get
a falr price for his products. We do not
want to form a ring and make the consumer
pay exorbitant prices; but we say that the
consumer should pay a fair price. We say
that.. if 1t costs 26s, per 100 lb. to produce
fat cattle, we should at least get 26s. per
100 1b.; but, unfortunately, we are not
getting anything like 25s. per 100 lb. now.
We are not getting more than 12s. or 13s.
per 100 1lb, for beef that is costing us 25s.
t> produce.

Mr. CoLriys:
nicely.

[Mr. Morgan,

That iz well

You are coming on very

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. MORGAN : It Is a matter in whiekh
I take a keen interest. Those concerned in
the production of wool, wheat, butter, cheese,
and bacon control thos: industries to-day;
and we should have control of meat, but,
unforrunately, we have not been organised.
Ounly 19 per cent. of the beef killed in Aus-
tralia goes outside the Commonwealth, and
the Aunstralian market is governed by the
price of that 19 per cent.; 81 per cent. of
the beef is used in Australia. This 81 per
cent. should govern the price, and not the
small amount of 19 per cent. that is sent
out of Australia. Unfortunately, we are in
the position that there is no one to lead us.
T should be glad if the Jinister in Charge
of State Enterprises would endeavour to get
a report from the Agent-General as soon as
possible as to the advisableness of establishing
a depdt in Great BFitain, so that we can
supply  the distributing agents in  Great
Britain with Quecnsland frozen meat. We
will gladly assist in a scheme of that kind.
Although “the Government may not repre-
politically, we are quite broad-
minded enough to know on which side our
bread is buttered, and we will jump at the
assistance of the Government in this direc-
tion. That would not only assist us, but
it would help the State stations, which are
the largest cattle propertics in Queensland
to-day.

Tlon. W. Foroax Suire: It would be a
very good thing for the State stations.

Mr. MORGAN: The Auditor-General’s
report shows that it costs the State stations
91s. a vear for cach head of cattle, so that
the State cannot rear cattle cheaper than the
ordinary individual, if as cheaply. If the
State stations sell their cattle which are
costing 21s. a year a head to produce, at
1%s. or 13s., they ave naturally going to be
at a considerable loss. I know that at the
present time the State stations are taking
advanfage of the high prices ruling in
Svdney, and are not sending their cattle into
the Brisbane vards, where there is a glut.
Owing to there being no control we have
been sending lots of from 1,300 to 1,600 head
of cafile pertodically for the last nine months
to the Brishane vards, and the private
butchers—and, no doubt, the State shops
also—have made greater profits than ever
before, and have been charging exorbitant
rates, The State butcher shops will per-
haps show a big profit; and, if they do, we
cati imagine what the private butchers will
do. because it will be admitted that they can
yun their shops much cheaper than the
State butcher shops.

Hon. W. Foreax Smrra: A butcher run-
ning his own shop with the assistance of a
man and a boy can naturally conduct his
business cheaper.

My, MORGAN : T quite agree with the hon,
gentleman. Here in Brishane T suppose there
are twenty or thirty places, each of which
treats only a few cattle, and ther ali
stanghter their own ecattle.

Hon. W. TForeax Syrrs: There are more
than thirty.

Myr. MORGAN: Well, there ought only
to ba one place fo treat all the cattle

reguired here. Why cannot we have up-to-
date abattoirs in Brisbane to deal with all
the stock required for the Brisbanc market?

we had public abattoirs, it
would cheapen the cost of
handling, and that would mean
cheaper mcat for the people, while it would

5 pan.]
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give a better return to the producer. That
was the scheme of the Government at one

time, and we thought they were going to
undertake that, but, unfortunmtow they did
not, If the Covernment had gone in for

State abattoirs instead of opening the State
butcher <hops, it would have been very much
better for everzbody.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder!

My, MORGAN: I am sorry I got away
from rhe subject of the Agent General, but
it is all wrapped up in his depdlrment
becaunse we want him to do something to
help the meat industvy. Before My, Fihelly
left Queensland he -aid that he was not
going to attend public banquets in London,
and it was not going to be an ornamental
position, but he was going to be a real live
Agent-Geueral, who was going to be more
lke a commercial traveller for Queensland.
That 1s just what we want, We do not want
an  Agent-General  making  after-dinner
speeches and gunzzling champagne, no matter
how pleasant it may be to the individual.
We want a live, up-to-date commercial
traveller. We want him to get all the infor-
mation he can about our markets there, and
we do not want that information pigeon-
holed. but we want 1t distributed as quickly
as positble. We want it sent out to Queens-
land and distributed through the Press. so
that those who live 500 or 600 miles from
Brisbane will know what is happening in the
Agent-Genceral’s Office. That information
should be made available to everybody, and
should mnot be supplied merely to the

Minister,
Hon. W. Foreax Suita: Any general
information which have received from

overseas Is alwazs given to the community,

Mr. MORGAXN: I admit that the hon
gentleman has given a lot of information

to the Press, but I would like to sce more
information given with regard to our
markets. We saw in the paper the other dav

where owr best Australian butter was marked
as Danish fivst-class, and the second-class
butter was marked as Australian first-class.

Hon. W. Foreax Sarri: I have secen that
done in the old country myself. I have seen
the Australian butter turned out on a slab
and sold as Danish butter. I do not know
if that practice is carried on nowr.

Mr., MORGAN: T think it .should be the
duty of the Agzent-General or his officials to
discover the persons who do these things,
and institute prosecutions against them.
There must be a law in Great DBritain to
provide for the prosecution of people who
resort to those practices. If there is no law,
then T am sure that. if representations are
masic to (ircat Britain by the mf*"oront Aus-
tralian  (lovernments. then the Imperial
(rO\(‘lIl\.;("]t will authorise a 73 I to go
through Parliement to enable us to presecute
stuch (»ﬁrﬂulms Whe rhould our good Aus-
tralian butter be sold as Danish butter:; and
vhy should our r,rood Australian beef be rold
an aving come  from the Aregentine, or
Canada, or anvwhere el When  Aus-
tralia produees such a good article as we do,
we should get the full credit for it. There
is no hetter heef produced in any part of
the world than that produced in Quecnsiand.
The bee! we produce in different parts of
Australia, fattened on the natural grasses,
has been proved to be equal to the best beef
in any other part of the world. I hope the
Minister will give full instructions to the

19223 p
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A,gontv(}onml to be sure and let us
all that is happeuing 1 connection
markets on the other side.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): T
have listened to the hon. gentleman with a
good decal of interest. He has put before
the Commitr@e some ideas of a constructive
character which must impress every member.

wish to say something in connection with
the organisation of the meat trade in Great
Dritain. I quoted figures quite recently, and
I also gave a table of prices

dealing with
the Australian meat

industry, and sho“ed
there was a great disparity hetween what
the producers in Queensland received for
their meat and tae price at which the meat
was wold to the consumers in Great Britain.
I have also pointed out in the Press from
time to time the necessity for better organisa-
tion in Great Britain regarding the markers
overseas to which we send our products, X
have in mind the example that was set by
such firms as Nelsons and 1he River DPlate
Meat Company, and other large meat con-
cerns handling frozen meat in Europe.
Years ago there was a tremendously strong
]ne]‘udxcc amongst the British people against
frozen meat, which affected our markets in
Great Britain. The firm of Nelsons, whick
is an umon‘rinc firm, recognised this preju-
dice against frozen meat, and took steps tc
deal with it. They opened shops throughout
Fngland and Scotland, and in a short
space of time there was a shop in every
town of any importance. In that way
Nelsons were able to supply their frozen
meat direct to the consumers at about half
the price of the homo-fed products. They
had expert salesmen also drawing the atten-
tion of customers to the advantage of frozen
meat and the way it should be properly
treated, in the way of cooking and so on,
and in that way the commodity was carried
right into the homes of the people. That
could be done equally as well with the pro-
duce from Quecnsland. T have discussed the
matter with a large number of people whe
are acquainted with this subject, and they
are satisfied that therein lies our salvation.
so far as the meat trade is concerned.
Sveryone recognises the tragedy from the
State point of view of the present position
of the meat industry. If we could find
markets, it would he profitable to evervone
nnmwod in it, «nd would be the means of
a<~'ct1nn the unmuplmmonf problem. If the
meat 111du<tr" is carried on to its full
capacity, it mesns the employment of a
large number of men directls. and a large
number indirectls, It means the employment
of men on the stations, men on the railways
men in the meatworks, men on the wharv

S,
and men in the ships. all handling that pro-

duct; so that any scheme of a con@tlucnx

character that can he put forward should be
cntertained by this Committee, and should be
put into operation.

I know that the scheme will have to be
submitted to those interested. Personally,
I think that, if we organised the trade our-
selves, we could sell at 7d. or 8d. per lb. to
the consumers instead of 11d., and still give
the preducers here about twi(e what they are
getiing at the present time for then‘ cattle.
Somet hmg should be done by the grazisrs. and
the Government have intimated their agree-
ment with any scheme on sound lines that is
Vikely to assist. I think something could be
done by imposing a levy of, say, Is. or Is. 6d.
a head on cattle, by \\thh in the course of
time, a very large fund could be accumulated.

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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which wounld eneble us to start somiething in
this diveetion.  If it were undersioed by those
persons in Great Britain who are handline
the mrade to the deiviment of our interesis
ihat Queensland and raliz gencrally had

definite scheme of this nature in view, and
wore 1 earnest in putting it into operation,
adjustnrents  might be made which would
vestult in inereased prices. 1 bolieve, as other
hon. members have su ted, that the British
Government shonld be asked to come to our
asistancs,  During the war the producers of
Australia did not get anything like the prices
for their produce that those of the Argentine
and other countries got. Queensland mcat
was reserved for war purposes at low prices,
thercby enabling the Argentine people to
ot more control of the ¥Fnglish market than
before. And in dealing with this guestion the
fact cannot be overlooked that the majority
of companies operating in the Argentine are
largely British companies. I remember
sew=ing about eleven years ago some figures
given in the British House of Commons to the
effect that the dividends paid to British share-
holders from investments in the Argentine
amounted to something like $£150,000,000,
and that sum must be much greater now,
indicating that large financial interests in
Great Britain would oppose any attempt by
the British Government to give us a prefer-
ential tariff or other advantages. However,
that should not deter us from making repre-
sentations in that direction.

o

o

The remarks T have made with regard to
meat apply also to other produets. I men-
tioned, by way of interjection, that I had seen
ueensland and Aastralian butter sold as
Panish. At that time, some years ago, the
Pure Food and Drugs Act dealt with the
standard of purity of products exposcd for
fe.  The Quernsland butter, of course,
coming up to the high standard set, could
compare with Danish butter, but after the
box was thrown away and destroyed there
was no protection of this State’s interests.
The only remedy is that we should have our
own trade organisations overseas following
the buiter through the various channels to
where it is vetailed.

1 think it isx a scandal that, although Aus-
tralia is part of the British dominions and
produces goods of very excellent quality, the
home markets have been gluttéd by the pro-
duce of other countries not within the
Tmpire, to the detriment of Australian pro-
dueeys.  The vemedy lies in our own hands.
1f we organise our own production properly
and have our own trade representatives in
every market where it is proposed to dispos:
of it, then we can control the sale of our
product and follow it through all channels.
T think something slong these lincs can be
done, Take Borthwicks here. We know that
they have been able to run longer seasons
than other meatworks simply because they
are able to dispe

» of their products through
@« Hrm who have shops in every large city
in Great Britain, I commend the hon. mem-
Dber for Murilla for raising this matter, which
iz of tremendous intrest to Queensland, and
1 think all interests should get together and
decide upon a scheme whereby our selling
crganisation  may be Improved, and in
improving that improve the standard of
production in our State.

My, NOTT (Stanley): I was very pleased
to hear the remarks of the hon. member for
Murilla, and to note that » Minister of the
Crown sees some good in them. I think we

iHon. W, Forgan Smith.
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hiave not had altogether a fair deal, con-
sidering the quality of our produce sent o
Tugland, whether meat, butter, or cheese. I
am quite in accord with the hon. gentieman

od to in saving that a great deal has
one by th» men engaged in the indus-
tyies by the appointment of able men to see
that thelr intorgsts overseas are watched in
a more competent manner. To a large extent
depend on cur Agent-General to do this
work, and in that respect the lary of
£1.250 does mnot call for any remark, since
the man goes from hore and we knew his
capacity. But, considering the amount of
eeod we should be able to get from this
department overscas, the salaries paid to some
of the officers are wofully inadequate, because
wo should have men there of very great
ability and integrity, so that we can be sure
they will have a knowledge of the whole of
the busipess. 1f you think vou can get men
at £405, £500, or £600 with those qualifica-
tions, I think you are very greatly in error.
1 hope the day will come when this depart-
ment will be reorganised, and we shall have
some officials on the staff of much greater
capacits than in the past, so that very much
cyeater use may be made of their services
GVerseas. :

Mr, BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 would
fike to say @ word or two in regard to open-
ing up irading places in Great Britain.
That is a very good proposition. I remem-
bor that, when the American meat com-
panics started to send meat to England in
about 1902, they were in somewhat the same
Losition as the Australian companies are in
now, and ther received perhaps a third of
the value of their produce. They opened up
et shops in most of the large cities 1n
Fngland.

$lon. W. Foreax Syrrh: At the present
time they have shops in every centre of
pupulation throughout Great Britain.

AMr. BEBBINGTON: Australia has no
other course but to follow in those steps, else
a good deal of the Australian meat will con-
finue to find its way into those shops and be
wold as American meet. A good few years
ago  Amoerican  bacon wﬂs.nothmg hk‘e as
good «s the English and Irish bacon. Every
wook thousands of tons of American bacon
packed in salt—not cured—were sent to the
fnelish and Irish factories, cured there, and
af back as best English or Irish bacon.

v in the serviee of the AMidland Railway
Company, in their shipping department, for
soven years before I came to Australia, I
have scen invoices come from American
houses consigning the bacon to the factorics
in England end Irelond; and the same bacon
went back cured, wrapped up in canvas bear-
ing the imprint of best Knglish or Irish
bacon. That is what is being dons now with
Austialian mest and butter. With the Min-
ister, I believe we could bring about a
vovival if we had something on the same
iines as the old Meat and Dairy Act, which
has been inoperative for ten or fifteen yeurs.
Several meatworks and butter factories were
bgilt under that Act. The idea was that
thore should be a levy of perhaps a few
shillings on all cattle-owners for overy 100
head of cattle, and that moncy was loaned

to he

sut at a low rate of interest for business
Purpo All that money was repaid. and

when it was no longer required for building
factories and meatworks the fund was closed
and the money repaid to these who had
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contributed it. The Secrctary for Agricul-
tare  probably will agree that there is a
zood sum which has nout heen claimed.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTCRE: [ think
there is come.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I contributed a fair
amount which 1 did not claim; and a good
many more people, I presume, are in the
same position,  Having that money in hand

enabled meatworks to be built up. Some of

our earlier dairy companies were alss built

up from that fund, which served a ery

useful purpose. Somcthing of thet ki
ould bre brought into force sgain.
Question put and passed,

AUDIT OF
The PREMIER (Hon, I
Chitlagos): I beg to move—
‘“That £15,123 be granted for
Office.” ”
There is a small decre in this
brought about by adjustments of salaries.
Practically all the other items remain as
they were, oxcept that there is an increase
of £100 on the vote for * Travelling Expenszes
of Inspectors.’ The actual expendxture last
vear on that itcm was £27700; and £2.600
1s now being asked for.

Thecdore,

¢ Audit

[}

voie,

Mr. VOWLES (Daldby): Will the Premicr
give us some information regarvding the

Audltor General’s report? It seems that we
ire going to have a rush, with two daws
crowded into one—judging by the motion of
which notice was given to-day. The mem-
bers of the Oppesition are ar a very great
disadvantage in having verr few depart-
mental reports, which we should have to
enable us to cviticise the different depart-
ments. The most important, of course. is
the Auditor-General’s report. Next to that
iz the report of the Commissioner of Trade,
I notice that that officer has been down
South in connection with the Fruit Confer-

ence; that means unnecessary delay in the
presentailon of his report.  We shall be

placed in the position that =e shall simply
have to sp(‘(‘uhm and doaL 21 haphazard

Wlth the ros. It is only a fa bmu ’rhat
> should wot all the infor:
availablo.
The PREMIER (Hoa, T.
Chillagoe): It is impes

when the Aunditor-Gene g

d\'ﬁi]a‘)l@ The date when it 3s usuaily ;no-
ented to the House iz, I think, tO'\u\i the

ond of October. L do not supposc there is

any use in looking for it earlier than that
time.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: we be sitfing
then?

Mr. Vowres:

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
we shall be sitting at the end of October;
but, judging by the amount of business which
iz on the sheet and which et hax to be
introducad, probably we shall be. I cannot
give any unrloztal\mrr regavding the presen-
fation of the Auditor-Generals report. In
that respect we do not differ from many
other Parliaments in Australia. The Com-
monwealth Parliament never gets the Aundi-
tor-Gencral’s report during the session imme-
diately following the conclusion of the finan-
cial year; it is usually prosented somewhere
about the following February. There is one

We arve nob going to get it
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way i owhich we could be sure of geiting
Audilor-General’s  veport  before  the

cial Staterient is discusced or the Bsti-
v are passed, and that 1s by altering the
dute of the termination of the financial year,
or altering the wsuzl date when Parliament
opens.  In no other way can it be done, If
the Heuse met Jater and sag later—and nearly

sl members obj to  sitting during tlu‘
sammer  months—we  would  be of
having the Auditor-General’s repor

My, Vowrms: We prefer to sit at sach

time as will afford us opportunity for debate.

The PREMIER: Meambers cobject to sit-
ting after Christraas, and that is what would
be entatled. In England they get over the
difficulty by concluding their financial year
in March., ~ Their session is prolonged con-
siderably beyond that date, and the audits
and everything eise arce available. If we
had a financial year terminating about the
end of March it would mect the case, but
1 do not know any other reform which would
bring about what the hon. gentleman desires.

It Is not necessary, however, to have the
Auditor-General’s report to have intelligent
discussion or to give intelligent criticism of
the finances Information is available to

hon. members through various sources. If
hon. members show sufficient diligence, they

can get that information-—sufficient to criti-
cise or discuss the finances of the State.
Some hon, members do not want this infor-

mation for the purposes of criticism; they
sinply want to get the details which the

Suditor-General brings out, and distort them

—or, at any rate, use them—to aid them in
carrving  on discussion.  The Troasurer’s
Financial Statement show: every detail of
expenditure  and reesipts.  The monthly
T

Treasury returns, the quarterly returns, the
puo'lr- balances. the expenditure frem Loan
Fuud. the transactions of the Trust Funds—
ali these,  including  the  Staroment  of
Aerounts by the Treasurer, are s on to
the Auditor-General and form the Lasis of
Lis criticirm or discussion.  All that informa-
tion 1= in the

hands of hon. members. If
farther details are required. they cun be
i ailable to hon. members, 1 think

t sufficiently detailed information relating
> the finances of the State is in the hands
of hon. members to ecuable them to carry
o1 a rous(,na-)lo discus-ion and & critieism, if
they so dw of the finances. Complete
depondonc'—r upo‘l the Auditor Gcnelal’s report
argues a lask of eritical faculty on the pars
of hon. members.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The Promier might
just ss well srgue that we should not have
an Auditor-General’s report.

The Puewirr: No; he report:
accuracy of the accounts.

Mr. VOWLES: What we want to attack
1a that accuracy. We arve placed in the posi-
tion that we ecannot get information; we
aske questions, and answers are refused to
us; we make statements regarding things
as we belizve them to be, and we are side-

e i
e if,

upon the

stepped. The only oppolhmltv we have is
one like this; and we get it in passing, with-
cut any details, in a discussion on a vote

that takes about half an hour.
[5.30 p.;m.] We are told that, if the Premier
knew that these matters were
coming forward, he would have had avail-
able the necessary details. We do get a
slight insight into the truth occasionally “when

Mr. Vowles.]
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we get the Auditor-General’s report contain-
ing his criticism of the various depariments.
It is all very well for the Premier to talk
about the Treasurer’s monthly statements;
they are a matter of figures. We know that
i1 connection with some of the departments
there have been shortages, and there has
been mismanagement in others. The only
way we can get to the bottom of things is
v intelligent crificism gathered by reading
the criticisms of the Auditor-General on
the various departments. To take a casc
in point. Did not the Auditor-General tell
us straight out that the report of the Com-
missioner for Trade was not a fair report?

Hon. W. Forceax Syiru: He never told
us anything of the kind.

Mr. VOWLES: Did he not say that the
figures did not dizclose & proper balance,
and in connection with State stations, where
the shortage was :hown as only £58,000—
speaking from memory—it should have bean
£181.06007 . The Auditor-General is the
watch-dog who looks after all the depart-
ments, Unless we can get his veport, we
cannot criticise the Estimates in the way
they should be criticised.

Question put and passed.

COMMISSIONER OF PRICES.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): 1 beg to move—
“That £2498 be granted for ¢ Com-
missioner of Prices.” 7
The veduction in the vote is brought about
by a reduction in the items of advertise-
ments, printing, and incidentals.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I think it is time
that this Committee seriously considered
whether it is necessary to continue the ex-
penditure in connection with the office of
Commissioner of Prices. The amount voted
is £2,498, and ro my mind the office is not
showing any results.

Mr. CorLuixs: It is

Mr. VOWLES: T would like to refer to
the opinions of hon. gentlemen who have
occupied prominent pozitions in the presens
Government, in connection with the advis-
ability of fixing prices during normal times.
The Secretary for Agriculture, on 16th
September, 1915, said—

1 maintain that to attempt to fix
prices by proclamation in normal times
is unsound and unssientific, and is going
to discourage production.”’

showing good results.

Surely we are approsching normal times,
My, HarTLEY : No.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman’s
criticisms were good in 1915 when the war
was in progress. how much more should
they be applicable to-day, when the war is
over and prices are beginning to come down
to their proper level. The Governor, in his
Opening Speech on 30th July, 1815, said—

“The want of cffective machinery to
protect the community from persons who
contrive unduly to inflate prices and to
amass_large profits out of necessary com-
modities makes it incumbent on my ad-
visers to seck your authority to regulate
trade, and to cope with trusts and com-
bines and for further extension of pub-
lic ownership and establishment of State
enterprises,  When by law rapacicus ex-

[Mr. Vouwles.
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ploitation becomes impossible, the pur-
chasing power of the wage-earner will
be increased and the general community
benefited accordingly.”

That is a very nice corglomeration of words
with very little meaning in them. The late
Mr. Rwvan, at the Exhibition Building, on
the 25th August, 1915, is reported as having
sa1d—

“The greatest factor of all had been
in regard to the cost of living. He
stated emphatically that the Denham
Government was to a great extent respon-
sible for the rise in the cost of com-
modities in Queensland.”

Mr. Fihelly, the late Treasurer, at Spring
Hill, on 156th May, 1915, said—

“ We could safely drop the idea that
the war was the cause of dear living,
and thosc capuble of a little intelligent
thought could only conclude that we were
at the mercy of the food gamblers and
speculators.

That gentleman stated that the war was not
responsible for the dear living, but that
the responsibilities were on the Denham Go-
vernment. Surely that Government has been -
long cnough out of existence! The war is
now over. One Minister stated that it was
unscientific and unsound to continue the
fixation of prices. In the face of the argu-
ments of hon. members opposite, why should
this office be continuced? When prices are
fixed it is generally to the disadvantage of
the suburban sellers, with the result that the
person selling the same commodity in the
city is placed in a much better position, and
has a better chance of selling. Only quite
recently the prices of beef and mutton were
fixed for Maryborough and Bundaberg. I
am at a loss to understand how there can be
such a disparity in the prices, as the dis-
tance between the two places is only about
60 miles.

Mr. Harrtiey: Perhaps the invoices were
better faked.

AMr. VOWLES: T am afraid the hon. gen-
tleman dreams about faking., The prices

are—
Maryborough. Bundaberg.
d. d.
Rib reas 4 35
Top side 5 3
Silver side ... ... 6 4%
Qirloin reast, 3 1b. or
over T 5
Sirloin stesk... 38 5
Mr. HarTLEY: What is the difference in

the freight on the stock between Mary-
borough and Bundaberg?

Mr, VOWLES: Will that make a differ-
cnce of 3d. a 1b. on the beef?

Mr. Harmey: Nearly all the eattle for
Bundaberg come from the Central district.

Mr. VOWLES: The difference between
the two places is only 60 miles, and the
ditference per lb. in the price of beef conse-
quent on the railway freight would only
Le a fraction of a penny, and not 3d. a lb.,
as is the case with some of the prices. When
speaking on the last occasion 1 connection
with this matter, I pointed out the disparity
in prices between Dalby, Oakey, and Too-
woomba, and I showed that Dalby, which is
in the heart of a producing district, was pay-
ing a higher price for mutton and beef than
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“Toowoomba. and that Oakey was pay-
ing a less price than Toowoomba. In Too-

woomba the private sheps were charging the
general public a lest price than the State
butcher shops were able to charge. There
is something radically wrong with the fxa-
tion of pric People should be allowed
to compete amougst themselves, It would
‘hon be a case of the survival of the fittest.
I believe to-day that a fight is going on in
connection with the prices iu the city, and it
ix the general public who benefit by such a
fight.  The butchers should be allowed to
settle their own prices. and I think it will
be found that that will work out profitably.
Prices are very nearly normal now, and the
rime has gone when theve should be any
necessity to fix them. The system was first
intvoduced because it was 1l that trusts
and combines were rampant throughout
Gueensland, and that huge profits were being
made by companics and individuals. When
ission of inquiry was asked for to
vrove any of these things, it was very care-
tuily avoided by the Minister concerned.
Mr. Forbe: Do wsou think the price of
raw cotton should be fixed at 54d. per 1b.?

Mr. VOWLES: The price of raw cotton
is fized in order to encourage production for
the purpose of export. Prices should be
allowed to find their own level; and. when
you do that, you will got better vcsults.

My, KERR (Fnogygera): We had before
this Houvse recenilsr a Reduction in Salaries
Bill, and althourh 1 do not agree with the
proposal  to  take away the automatic
ncreases, I would point out that in this vote
there is an increase of £20 provided for the
secrctary to the Comrsissioner of Prices. We
also find that there is a reduction of £600
in the amount requived for ‘ Advertise-
ments,” and aleo a reduction of £600 in the
amount for * Printing and Incidentals.”
Those reductions need sowo explanation. If
the Governmient can earry on during the
fortheoming year with £600 less in connec-
tion with ench of these irems, then there
rust have beon o cood deal of excessive
expenditure in the previons rear,

The PrEMIER: The full amount
priated last year wa« not expended,

Mr. KERR : That may be the explanation.
There is another point that strikes one when
icoking at this vots. It is acknos edged,
from the amount of meney esked for, that
thi= department is nov & success, and is
uunecessary.  I'rom the Treasurer’s tables.
we find that the smount appropriated in
1820-1521 for the ** Commissionor of Prices ”
was £4,135; in 1921-1922 the amount appro-
priated was £3.742; and for the present
vear we are asked to vote an amount of
£2,498.  1f those figures prove anything,
thew prove to this (ommittee that this
department is unnecessary, and I hope to
give some reasons why it could very well be
done away with at the present time. We
know perfectly well that price-fixing was not
limited to this State. It seems to have
originated at a conference between the Com-
monwealth and State authorities at the
beginning of the war, and the War Precau-
tions Act was passed to provide for some
hold ever people who were likely to make
excessive profits. That was quite reasonable,
In 1919, Victoria introduced a Necessary
Commeodities Control Act, in order to take
control of pricefixiry when the TFederal
Government gave up control, so far as com-
modities  were concerned.  In  the first

=

appro-
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Victo appointed a  Commission
they reduced the powers of

. and subscquentiy they wiped

mstance.
of three.
the Commiss
it ¢lean out,

Mr, HamTLE
living.

My, KERR: If char
went that I propose to propound wvould be
Guire useless, prupose to show that in
1 1 were they have no Price Fixing

And up went the cost of

were 0. the argu-

Commissioner, the deersase in the cowg of
living  has  heen  greater than it is in

Queensland, .
Ay, Forpr: That is not so.

KERR: I woukl azk hon. members
ite to refufe my statenient by figures.
ives ou the value of the
~ the basis adopted by
the only basis he could

b
opuo
I am basing my g
£1 in 1911, which
© Knibb«.”  That iz
adopt,

My, Hamtney : Show the decrvease
prices of commodities since 1818,

2 KERR: According to the Common-
wealth Statistician, in Victoria goods which
in 1911 cost £1 cost 34« 10d. in 1821, and in
1922, cost 31ls. 4d.—u decrease of 3s. 6d. as
compared with 1921, In Queenslend, goods
which in 1911 cost £1. cost 30s 3d. in 1921
and 28s. 7d. in 1922—a decrease of only 1s. 8d,
That shows that in Vietoria the general
decrease in the cost of living was Is. 10d.
greater than it was in Queensland, where
there is a Commissioner of Prices, I am
taking grocerics and food only. because,
leaving ont the question of meat, the average
cost of living i vers high in Quecnsland.
Te is the low price of meat that has brought
it down in Quesnsland.

Hon. W. Foreax Sumu: That is pot fair.
Meat is the main article of food.

My, KERR: Lot me take groceries and
food alone, and sce how the figures com-
pare.  In Victoria. taking groceries and
food only. goods which in 1911 cost £1 cost
8. in 1921, and in 1922 cost 3ls. 6d.—a
roeduction of €+ 6d.  The Quecnsland figures
for the same periods werve 36s. 3d. and
225, 3d.—a _reduction of 4s. That mecans
that the price of groceries and food in Vie-
toria, where they have no Price Fixing Com-
missioner. has decrcased by 6s. 6d., while in
Queensland, where we have a Commissioner
of Prices, it has only decveased by 4s, I
am faking the yeav: 1921 and 1922, hecause
price-fixing, which was in existence in Vie-
toria in 1919 and 1920, has been wiped out.
How is it possible for the Commissioner of
Prices, with a stafl of one inspector. a secrg-
tary, one typist. and u messenger, to fix
the price of a hundred different items in
seventy-six country towns in Queensland? It
is impossible for him to do it, because
freight, overhead charges. and the cost of
manufacture fluctuats from month to month;
vet. in those seventy-six towns he has taken
the power, through the © Gazette.”” to reduce
or stabilise the prices of a hundred different
commodities. The position is a hopeless one,
and totally impossible. There is another side
to this price-fixing. Is not some of the
unemployment due in a degree to the fact
that factories are not being established in
Queensland? In confirmation of that I would
auote the report of the Commissioner of
Prices.

Hon. W. Toreax Sauitd: Iow can it be a
deterrent when, as vou say. the prices are
lower in Victoria than in Queensland?

Mr. Kerr.]

1t the
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Mr. KERR : T am not talking about prices.
I say it is a deterrent in regard to industrics
coming here. We know that, m regard to
the goods we g¢ot from the Qouthery States,
the {irmas thoere churge in their invoices the
price they want, and do ot consult the
Commissioner of Prices about it, All the
Commissioner can do is to take the invoice

price. and add freight and othoer charges,

and say to the trader, “ You can charge so
1 ¢ A .y =

much.” If the office of Commissiones of

Prices was abolished to-morrow it would not
make the slightest differonce to the State,
as 1s proved by the statistics in Victoria,
The report confirms thoe fact that industries
in this State are very much concerned with
the Commissioner of Prices, no matt-r how
small the factories may be., The report
states—
S In October last, Moess McArthur,
amited. of Sydney, moved for an injunc-
tion against this State enforcing  the
provisions of the Profitecring Prevention
Act of 1920 in respect of the regulation
of interstate trade, and by a majority
the High Court decided in favour of the
plaintifi company.”
We were unsuceessful, and, in my opinion,
fortunately so, and I hope it will ‘always be
so when an attitude is taken up like that
of the preseng Government in regard to free
competition. Prices will find their own level
much quicker under frec competition and
without any interference by the Government.
The manufacturers down South can send their
goods to this State, and charge their own
prices in the invoice without any control by
the Commissioner ; whereas, if they were
established in this State, the Commissioner of
Prices would control them, and, as they may
not get the same return for their capital aw
they are getting down South, the same incen-
tive to progress would be non-existent. The
fixation of prices retards industr bhecause
manufacturers here arve not perniitted to earn
the same margin of profit as those down
South. T am not considering income tax
and other extrancous matter Men who
would  otherwise he likely to come here
remain out of the State hecause of the
iixation of prices. They would rather have
agents or offices in the State for the sale of
their goeds than manufacture themi  here.
Talke, for instance, tha manufacture of shirts,
inglets, and things of that desc iption. which
are all suppo:eid 10 be rogulated be the Com-
missioner of pices. In fixing the price of
those arvticl does the Commissioner take
into consideration the ose hundred and one
aoverhead charges and the patos and faxation
paid? I sax that he dees not go into any
of those factors; and the sooner the office of
Commissioner of Prices is oliminated the
better it will be for the Stage. T sincerely
trust that the Premier will take the oppor-
tunity of going through the various Acts of
the Commonwealth at an early dste to find
out what damage this tem has done, and to
ascertain. why the Cowmonwealth Govern-
ment have repoaled this particular portion
of the War Precautions Act. If he does
that, he will come to the conclusion that the
Commissioner of Prices isuseless in this State,
I would like to kuow why direrimination
is made in regard to a certain officor in this
vote, and to have an exnlanation from the
Premier iu vegard to the reduction in adver.
tising, printing. and incidentals.
Mr. MORCGAN (3wrilly: T am ane of
those who think that the time has arrived

[Mr. Kerr,
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when the whole of this vote should be wiped
out, as I do not think the Commissioner of
DPrices is serving any good purpose at the
bresent time. If he were able fo fix prices
of articles in connection with which the public
are likely to be fleceed, there would be some
reason for his continuance in office; but
unforfunately—whether it i« the pelicy of the

Government or not—therc are many indus-
tries and businesses at present in  which

exorbitant prices are being charged. and the
Commissioner of Prices does not sce his w ay
to interfere with them.

The Previer: Can you give any instances
of that?

Mr, MORGAN: Take the licensed vie-
tuallers in Brisbane, for instance. Before the
war, the hotels were charging 5s., 8s., and
a day. and Y suppose the highest price
was from 12z 6d. to 15s. a day. During the
war, when prices went up and living was
dearer and wages increased, the Heensed vie-
tuallers increased their charges, and nobody
objected. They raised the tariff from 5s. to
10s., and from 16s. to £1 Is. a day. Meat is
now cheaper than it was before the war, and
the prices of vegetables and groceries have
gone down. Recently the basic wage was
reduced, and that applies to hotel employees.
One publican told me that it meant a reduc-
tion to him of £8 2s. a week,

The Prryvigr: Was there any application
made to the Comnissioner of Prices?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, there was an appli-
catien. I approached the Commissioner my
self on behalf of the tvavelling public. I
have voticed that the Commissioner, in con-
nection with certain country hotals, such as
in Ilfracombe, for instance, has fixed the
tariff at 8s. a day, or 2= a meal, and 2s. a
bed. What is happening here? Prices arve
becoming so high that it will be almost
impossible soon for people to stay at a hotel.
It is the landlord who is benefiting by these
high prices. In conncction with the getting
of a renewal of a lease, in one case the good-
will wav put down at £10.080 or QIZ,OOO‘.
That happens becanse we give the licensed
vietualers a monopoly. When exorbitant
prices ave charged in other indusbries, ot.hmf
busine:ses come into competition, and prices
keep down owing to that fact; b‘u‘r we,
unfortunately. eive the existing hotelkeepesrs
a monopoly.  We kuow that there has be
a considerable reduetion in connection with
the carrsing on of hotels, wore especially iw
regard o the price of food.

The Commissioner of Prices does not
alwavs take into account the charges made
by many different business He has not
been consistent in that matter.  Tf \v-;\'eu‘(,
going to have a (ommissioner of }r]cemﬂ,
) then he should treat all businesics

L

[7 pn] alike, T do mnot see why one
) business should be allowed to
profiteer and charge exorbitant prices at the

expense of the publie, while other businesses
bave their priess fixed at such a low rate
that theyv are hardlv sufficient to rmeet over-
head charges. Look at the charges mm}e
by wome of the liconsed victusllers in
Brisbane and some of the coa;ta] fowns.
Nuymerons letsers have appeared in the four
principal papers published in Brlsba‘?p comi
plaining about the charge: made br licensed
vietnallers, During the war period, when,
perhaps, it was necessary that thewe prices
shouid be charged to meet the increased cost
of Hving, it was all right; but it is only
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vionable  that they should bring their
prices down now. sceing that there is a

commodities used by
those particular businesses. I was at Rock-
hampton duaring omm\a} week, and some
of my hon. friends on the Government side
were also there, We all stopped at the one
hotel. I had to pay £1 3s. per day, while T
understand mv friends opposite had to par
mnore than that,

Afr. Ryvax: They
per d{l".".

Hlr, ()R( Just fancy a licensed
vm’ru(zll(ﬂ argmg :Cl 3s. 6d. per day! 1%
is an omx‘wro us charge to make. If we are
to have a Commissioner of Prices, let him
fix prices that are reasonable.

The PrE) ‘Did you make any complaint
to the Commissioner of Prices

Mr. MORGAN: No. It is not the city
people who live in the hotels, but the country
people who have to stay in hotels when they
visit the city. The travelling public should
be prote*“‘ed.

The Previer: How is the Commissioner
to know of these things unless you tell him?

Mr. MORGAN: There have been scores
of letters in the papers pointing out what
is happening in regard to the charges made
by these establishments. I may sav that I
did approach the Commissioner ot Prices,
and asked him if it was not possible to do
something in that direction. T saw in the
paper where he fixed the tariff to be charged
by a hotel in Tifracombe, and he also fixed
the prices for a hotel in another little
country town, where he fixed the tariff at
8s. per day. But I notice he religiously left
the hotels in the big cities alone, I do not
know whether that is part of the Govern-
ment policy or not, I do not know whether
the Government Jo not want to interfere
with the licensed vietnallers owing to the fact
that the Ticensed victuallers support thom at
the present time., They arve afraid that they
will los¢ a certain amount of political sup-
port if ther interfere with the licensed
victuallers,

The SFECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
kncw that is not the case.

Mr. AMORGAN: The licensed victuallers
support the Labour party., That has been
nroved, becaus: figures wore quoted and an
inquiry was asked for. Tt was proved that

reduction in all the

£1 3s. 6d.

charged wus

You

the liconscdr \'1( uallers conrvibuted to the
TLaboar parvty's fighting fund.  Perhaje the
Commissioner of Prices was asked nut to

interfere with the frien
so that 1t would give them a little kudos,
and they would help the Government to
fieht their battle during the clection period.
That 1s evidently the poliey of this Govern-

s of the Government,

ment.  They are preparved to obtain money
from certain individuals to help them in
fighting their campaign, =ad so thes are

afraid to »ut the Comwissioner on their
trail.  If therve is exploitation, stop it airo-
gothers ov do away with the Commissioncr
of Prices, [ am in favour of doing away
with the Commissioner. He has not served
any good purpose. He is certainly lopsided.
T do not know swhether I can blame the

individual  himself. or whether he gots
instruciions frem the Government: * Don’t
interfere with Brown., but do as vou like

with Joues, because Jones does not support
vs.”” At any rate, I am certain that no good
purpose is_being sersed by fixing the price
of meat, Why countrol the price when there
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are State shops practically all over Queens.
land? They know the price at which they
ean sell meat at a profit. and, if the crher
shops charge higher ])1im . the State shops
will get all the trade, The industry is down
and out.

Mr. Brexvav: It ix
as vou know, .

Mr, MORGAN: Temporary lull! How
long is it going to last? Aunvhow, why treat
the beef people any different from the rest
of the community?  In the ssle of butter or
cheese vou have not State shops to control
prices, but in all the large towns you have
State butcher shops.  As a matter of fact,
we know that the private shops have been
selling meat at a lower price than that fixed
v the Commissioner, the Toowoomba shops
at considerably less: so what is the good
of keeping the Commissioner?  Just now
there is a scarcity of fat cattle. Owing to

only a temporary lull,

the drought they are becoming poorer, and
prices ave likely to go up slightly, but it
will not affect the 1ndust1‘v generally, When

the drought breaks, prices will come down
again. At the present time it is foolish on
the part of the Government to fix prices.
Take the case of kerosene or petrol. The
merchants decide to reduce the price, and
two or three days afterwards the Commis-
sioner will fix the price according to the
standard determined by the merchanrs.
Then he takes credit to himself for having
reduced prlcer He sees by the paper that the
price of a certain article has been reduced,
and promptly agrees to that reduction. How
is it that we see that the price of galvanised
iron, for instance, has been reduced £4 per
ton, and about a week afterwards the Com-
missioner gazettes a reduetion of £4 also?
Ifow is it that we see a paragraph in the
paper that the price of barbed or plain wire
has been reduecd £2 per ton In the Southern
Srates, and a week afterwards the price i
reduced by that amount here?

Mr, BriNyay:

Mr. MORGAN: In all other trades but
thar of the licensed victualler there is com-
petition. We give him d, monopoly by law,
and allow him to d') what he likes. T am:
convineed that the Commissioner of Prices
has not done his lh > in that direciion,
and the public throughout the Stafe are
complaining.

&

To stop the exploiter here.

Mr., Brexxay: Would you dismiss him?

Mre. MORGAN: I am quite satisfied that
every penny of the present expenditure on
the ofice would be saved if the (ommissioner
were put to work that he is more capable of
performing. Ile would then be serving some
cood purpese. To-day h~ is not doing cood
work: he is not carning his salary. e would
be earning his salary if he were doing the
work which he was performing before he
took on this job. This depdllrnfnt should be
wipsd ont: wwe are not getting nearly the
worth of the £2,498 C\ponded on it. The
Premier is ln()lunv for a way in which to save
money.  Iere is a way—put the Commis-
sioner at ]]‘s old jub! T am going to vote

vwinst this, because T do not believe in the
principle d‘r all.

The PRFEMIER (ITon. T. G. Theodore,
('1iliegocy . The hon, member has been very
ineensistenr. Falf of his speesh has been
taken up in urging fh‘ (ommissioner to pro-
tect the public azainst the hotelkeepors. am[
the lalance has bu\n a denunciation of the

Hon. E. (. Theodore.]




Swaoply.

Commissioner—that he does not earn his
wlary, and that this iz a useless institution.
There iz no justification for that criticism.

My, BessrsaroN: Why does he not treat all
alike
« PREMIER : T will tell the hon. meom-
ii he has the patiroce to listen to me,
sub-department is under my Ministerial
contiol. I }u\o found the (,o‘nmlssxonu of
Prices reads to inquire into every matter
brought under his norice, from whataver part
of the State the inquiry originates. These
n‘ph((mm\\ come to him from hund]cm of
places in Queensland, and his time is taken
up in investigating them and issuing orders,
ooma‘mom and price lists controlling the
prices of commodities, whese there is a sus-
picion or dirveet evidence of exploitation or
andue profiteering.  That has happened in
innmumerable cases throughout the State in
the last two years during which the Act has
been in operstion. Hon. members opposite
who have spoken so far have put up a plea,
not against the Commissionar of Prices, but
m favour of the profiteer.

MMy, Vowipes: Nonsense!

The PREMIER : What does the argument
amount to? TFere is the hon. member for
Buvilla, who in onc breath delivers carping
criticisin against the Commissioner for not
‘having protected him against a hotelkeeper
in Rockhampton, and in the nexi breath
makes an umwarranted attack upon the Com-
missioner and deseribes his office as a useless
one.  The second statement is made entirely
in the interests of the profiteer.  After
dencuncing the Commissioner of Prices, w hen
I asked the hon. m mber whether hc bIOH”
befere the Commissioner a complaint abont
the hotelkeeprer unduly profiteering he said

“No; there were letters in the Press.”

Mre. Moreaw: I said I did.

The PREMIER: What would be said if
the Commisioner procecded $o carry cut his
functions merely n consequenee of lettors
appearing in the newspapers?

Mr. Monrcax: Why don’s you tell the

truth? T told vou that T had approached the

Corumissioner,

The PREAMTIER: The hon member said,

“ Nouj there had been lettees in the Press”
~ Mr. OrGAN: I said thern were letters
i the T as welll T said that I had

approached the (‘ommissicaer.

The PREMIER ; T asked the hon. member
a direct question After the hon. member
said that t)e hotelkeeper had boen proficecr-
ing 1 said, 1)1@ vou bring this before the
Lommissioner The hon, member  sald,

“Well, thelo have been letters in the Pross
about it.”" If the hon. member and others
do not think it necessary to submit the matter
themselves to the C01nml<<10n(>r how can they
expeet the Commissioner to take notlce of
letters in the Press,

which may appear over
anonymous signatures? The hon. membel
says that this office is useless; that it has

done no good to the people of Queensland.
T will proceed to show that it has, and that it
has saved the pecople an enormous amount of
exploitation. It has saved the people from
profiteering, concrete evidences of which are
in possession of the department, and to which
I am going to refer. The hon. member for
Enoggera in his speech quoted a lot of
figures which were mostly wrong.

My, Kerr: They were correct,

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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The PREMIER:

a lot of figures, the

The hon. member gquoted
deductions from which

Were wrong.
My, KERR: Noj; they weve right.
The REAMIER: The hon. member said

where there was no Com-
there has been a greater
than in Queens-

hat in Vietoris,
mi==ioner of Prices,
reduction in the cost of living

land, where there is a Commissioner of
Prieos.

My, Kerr: That s wo.

The PREMIKR: The Profiteering Preven-
tion Act was in force for two years up to
Mareh lx\‘r The Commonwealth Statisticia
figures show that there was an increase in

the cost of living in all States except Queens-
land from January, 1920, to January, 1821,
and they show that a decrease took place in
the =uccecding twelve months.  That period
pmctm allv coincides with the time the Pro-
fiteering Prevention Act has been in _opera-
tion. The Act came into operation in March,
1920. The figures show that in January. 1921,
as compared with January, 1920, the cost of
living had decreased in Queensland by 6.5
per cent., and had increased in Victoria by
29.9 per cent.  Naturally. the following year
there was a bigger decrease in Victoria than
there was in Queensland, because there had
been a 29.9 per cent. increase in the preceding
twelve months.

Mr., KErr: Mry¥ figures are right.

Mr. Moreax: What is the starting point?

The PREMIER: January, 1920,
starting point.

MMr. VOWLES :
go back further.

The PREMIER :

was the
The hon.

gentlem=n should

That was when the Act

came into Oporation, and I am going back
to that time. To show how fallacious the
hon. gentleman’s reasoning was, I will take

the fwo together dur 'ing the operation
of this Aet when prices were un\lm the con-
trol of a Commissioner of Prices in Quee‘ls-
and as compared with Vietoria, where ther
no coutrol of prices. During the rwo

the cost of living in Qu rensland
leercased 22.9 per cent., and in Vistoria it
increased 2.8 per cent.

Mr. Kgrr: That does not alter the fach
thar during the last twelve months there has
been a greater decrease in Victoria.

The PREMIER: The Act has
operation for two years

Mr. Kerr: That does not alter the figures.
My fizares are absolutely corrvect.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner of
Prices is m‘rfoxmmg a very useful and very
nocessary function in Queensland, and the
Government and Parliament would be
extremely foolish to pbolish the office. 1f it
were not for the making of political capital
dhd the constant attack by hon. members
opposite on the Commissioner of Prices and
the \ct and the system, I would be quite
content to allow the office to justify itself.

Mr. Vowtms: The office is only being
attacked on the Kstimates each year on its
own results.

The PREMIER: It is only each year thab
I have to defend it. If hon. members opposite
would not raise the matter, I would permit
it to remain without having it drawn into
the hurly-burly of party pohtlcs It should
be loft out of party politics. Tt is an insti-
tntion which can be availed of and made use

ays

been in



Supply.

-of by all sections of the commmunity that are
being exploited. The Commissioner can act
on his own initiative where there are glaring
instances of cxploitation, but he mwostly acts
upon applications made to him by consumers.
retailers, or wholesalers, as the case may be.
and he goes into the matter. any cases
ome before him from distant parts of the
State. T will give a typical case: An appli-
cation was made to the Commissioner from
the soldier settlers in the Tolga distriet, who
pointed ou: to the Commissioner that they
had to » the storckeepers 94d. a loaf for
tread, 95d. per ib. for beef, Td. per 1b. for
sugar, 6d per Ib. for vice, and so on. The
soldiers sald—

S We o canmot stop them;  they  can
charge as wuch as theyv like, for they
know we cannot ¢o elsewhere. We are
relurned soldiers struggling for a livine,
so hope vou will get ws a fair deal”

The (,‘ommissionor
ctiong

went into the matter
and red sere made in fourteen lead-
ing grocer: By these veductions the
saving to the aversge family in this locality
would not be less than 6s. per weel.

Mr. Vowrnes:

Vhat vear was that?

The PREMITR: That was last yvear. In
a report shich I have received from the
{'emmissioner, he say:—

““In March, 1920, when the Profiteer-
ing Prevention Act came into foree. the

cost of living was higher, and to-day
it s Jower in Queensland than in any

other State. The following figures are
from the Cominonwealth Statistician’s
report, and QhO\ the amounts necrssary
to purchzse in each capital town in the
months of March, 1920, and Juue, 1922

what would have cost on the average
£1 in 1911

i i |

i | { ITmpr ‘m(*nt in

¢ March, | June, | the Pur sing

E— L1920, 1922, 1 Value of thu i

. ; : duul*g period

; i ; stated

i ‘ -

I s d. i s, d
Brishane | 40 £ ] 81 11 ¥ s
Sydney 3910 83 6 6
Hobart i3 81 36 5 2 3
Perth ... 38 2 36 7 T
Adelaide’ " | 37§ 33 7| 2 o2
Aelbourne 31 4 33 0} 1 4

Brisbﬂ;)o‘shotz s the greatest veduction in the
cost of lving.

Mr. Epwarps: Was that when he fxed
the price of the farmers’ butter?

The PREMIER : The hon. member is the
most nmmvmt man in the House; but now
that he has raised the question I do not mind
telling him that the figures set out here
show thas during that period butter fetched
higher prices in Queensland than in any
other State ef the Commonwealih. For the
hon. member’s information, let me mention
that during the last two or three weeks
the milk ploducms Lave been dppma(’hmfr
the Commissioner to fix the price of milk;
the dairymen themselves have been asking
the Commissioner to fix the price of milk
for distvibution in the city.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :

The PREMIKR: Not the retailers, but
the dairymen producing the milk. I am

The retailers,

[29 Avcust.]
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not s:nh.r* there is anvihing wrong about
that. 1t s quite right that he should step
i, if he can save the 1\&()(1U(01“ from esxploita-
tion.

R Vowres: Do the h
quoted fake into consideration
a» well?

figures you have
house rentals

The PREMIER: That is the purchasing
pewer  of  money. The figures show a
deevease in the cost of living. The house

ventals  are lower in Drisbane an  clse-

where.
Mr. Mo wooden build-

rGAN @ Becauze of the

The PREMIER: No; because house rent
ix= controlled.  The report continuecs—

* The decrcase in the ¢ of living in
each B*tate since the DProfiteering Pre-
vention Acet came into foree in Quoons‘
land, i« as follows:.—

Decrease.

Queensland 21.9 per cent.

South Wales 18.9 per cent.
ow'd 11.3 per cent.
\uwmha 11.0 per cent.
ania 9.7 per cont

‘v\ estern Austmlm 8.5 per cent.

¢ The greatest decrcases are shown in
Onm land and in New South Wales
and in those two States Profiteering Pre-
vention Aets were in operation during
the period stated.

“The  Commonwealth  Statistician’s
cost of living returns ave based mainly on
the yetail selnr*é price of pum ALY Pro-
cucts.  the wholesale prices of  which
we  uncontrolled and generally wnuch
higher in Queonstand tﬂd.l’l in any other
State. The fact that in such returns
Queensland is shown as the cheapest
living State is due to the reduced . costs
of distvibution between the retailer and
the consumer and to the preseant low
prices of meat,

~In addition. the opsrations
Profiteering  Prevention Act have
resulted v saving the conswner many

thousands of pounds on other necessarv
commoditios, including drapery, boots
and shoes, groceries. patent medicines,
building materials, fertilisers, &e., whiech
are not taken into consideration by the
bmfmman in estimating the cost of
living in the various States. )
“ During the ar ’—
ull\] this touches the point as to whether
the Commissioner peiforms any useful func-
tion or not. If hon. members would study
the Commissioner’s report to sce what he
is doing, they would not make suggestions
that his office 18 nat a useful one and should
be abolished. It should only be abolished
it Parllament 1s prepared to hand the
people over to the rapacity of the profiteer.

GovervyMenT MEeEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The Commissioner says—
¢ During the year a total of 516 notifi-
cations and price lists were issued to
traders, as against 302 for the year ending
30th June, 1921,

“I estimate the total saving to the
consumer through the operations of the
Act during the vear at not less than
£7206.000.”

Mry. Morgax: Rubbish!

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]

of the
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The PREMIER: It is all vers well for
the hon. member, who pretends to represent
an apricultural district, to stick up for the
city trader who wants to cxploit him. The
offive of Commivsioner i3 eminently justified.
Not only are the comsumers benefited by the
actual priees thay are reduced, but, as hon.
moembers themselves have shown, the traders
are chary about charging higher prices than
what they krow the Commissioner of Prices
will allow. Therefore the indirect gain fo
the consumers of this State is enormous.

Ar. Morea Will vou explain why the
Commis~ioncr has not attended to the licensed
victuallers ?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
wrong. Where an application has been

made, he has fixed the hotel tariffs. The hon.
moember referred to Brishane and Rockbamy-
$on.  What hias happened? Accommodation
can be got in Brisbane at 27s. 6d. per week
and upward:,

2Mr. Moreax: Where?

The PREMIER: Not at the Bellevue
Ilotel-—not at the hotel where the squatters
stop! And if the hon. member wants to
have the hotel tarifl at the Bellevue Hotel
fixed, it is no use making application, because
the Commissioner of Prices is not there for
the purpose of fixing or regulating the price
of luxuries or * jazz” dancing. (Opposition
interruption.) If the hon. member can show
that the tariff in the hotels where the com-
monalty of the pcople—the workers and the
travellers who arc out to make their liveli-
hood—are staying s extortionate or inordi-
nately high, or that the tariff charged at
boarding-houses is profiteering—if he will
bring the evidence bhefore the Commissioner
of Prices, no doubt the Commissioner will
move; but the suggestion that the hotel
tariff at the Bellevue, Lennon’s, or the
Gresham 1s too high, is too utterly vidicul-
ous for words. The hon. member for Murilla
said the Cormnissioner watched the price lists
of the big firms, and, when ther issued a
price list for kerosene and galvanised iron,
he came along the weele aftev with his list,
That shows the hon. member’s ignorance of
the way in which the Coramnissioner proceeds.
The Commissioner has not in any case iszued
wseless  notifications or  proclamations.  In
cach case where he has issued a notification
it has bzea with a view to reducing or con-
trolling the priec. In some cases the whole-
salers, such as Lysaghts, have issued pr
lists for wholesale prices of galvanised ivon
and wire and other things of that kind, and
the Commissioner has had to come In and
fix the vetail price to prevent the retailers
profiteering when therc has been a reduction
in the wholesale price; and in each case he
hins had justification for doing it. The same
thing applies in regard to kerosene and other
commodities, including fertilisers, and the
Clommissioner has recelved the commenda-
tions of the favmers for preventing profitecr-
ing in the distribution of fertilisers and other

thingrs,

My, CoLnins :
the farmers!

Hear., hear !'—The thinks of
Mr. Kerr: T think the disadvantages
immensely outweigh the advantage of having
the Commissionct.

The PREMIER : That is a different tone
from what the hon. member assumed before
dinner: he is coming round, The hon. mem-

[Hon. E. (. Theodore.
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bor will fin
the Comms

there is justification for what
oner 13 doimng, and for the con-
tinued existence of the oflice.

Alr. Kerr: No.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner is a
zentleman of ability, and absolutely fair-
minded in the conduct of his office.

1ir. DEBBINGTON  (Dragton): The
Premicr zave us to understand that theve
is no price fixation unless one makes a
complaint.

The PreaiEr: I did not say there was nc
price fixation unless one made a complaint.

ilr. BEBBINGTON : The hon. gentlemar
inferred that no action was taken unless a
complaint was made. We know that there
are towns just a few miles distant from
Rrisbane where the prices of mecat vary by
95 or 30 per cent., and no action 18 taken
by the Commissioner. Then there are other
Lines. The hon. member for Stanley quoted
a case the other night where a cerfain
machine, manufactured at a cost o £10,
was retailed to the farmer at £36. Has the
Commissioner made any 1nquiry
[7.30 p.m.]into that case? No! The Com-
] missioner does not control any-
¥le just sits in his office, and waits
‘omeonc comes along and makes
a complaint. Before hon, members oppo-
site oot on to the Treasury benches they
alwavs talked about dealing with the trusts
and combines. They said ther would intro-
duce a Bill to deal with trusts and combines.
They have been in power for seven years,
and  they have never prosecuted a single
trust or combine, but have left them to
prey on the community, practically far worse
than ever they were before.

thing.
there until

Mr. StoprorD: They prevented an in-
crease in the fram fares.

Ar. BEBBINGTON: We know that 2
cortnin article which costs £10 was vetailed

to the farmer for £36.
i, W. Cooper: What was that article?

4fr. BEBRINCQTON: It was a farming
implement  that the hon member knows

nothing at all about. As a matter of fact

the Commissioncr of Pirives merely registers

the reductions that are made by traders.
The Preatier: No.

Alr. BEBBINGTON: The trader makes
the reducticn. and the Commissicner regis-
ters the reduced price, and then takes credit
for having saved so much, The whole thing
is nothing but nonsense and a farce, and
it alwaye will be so unless it is administered
ou fair grounds. The Commissioner of
Pricos should find out the cost of farming
machiners, and should not allow an increased
price to e charged; yet ho lets these articles
slip through his fingers without any commeni
vhatever.

Vir. KERR (Knoggera): T wish to stand
by the figures which I previously gave fto
the Committee. 1 comphasice the fact that
the Price Fixing Commissioner in Victoria
was dizcontinued in 1920

A\Ir. Storrorn : Yes, the figures prove that.

Vir. KFRRR: I took the figures for 1921,

and showed that theve was a decline in the
cost of living, which in Victoria amounted

to 3= 6d. and in Quecensland to only 1s. 8d.
ir the £1. Also, so far as groceries are
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the decline in Vietoria, where

concornaed,

no Commissioner of Prices, was
ile in Queensland, whers we have

~foner of Prices, the decline is only
You cannot combat those figures.

P
as, D,
The Premier should go into the cost of living

befors the Governmeni came Into power.
Ho will find that the cost of living has ve-
ceded more in Victoria since 1914 than it
has in Queenzland. All through, Victoria
is in a Dbetter position than Queensland.
Theve is a decrease in the amount set down
for this department, which shows that the
office must be declining. It is useless
office, and it 15 no use trying to deceive this
Committee by saying that the Government
arce saving thousands of pounds to the com-
munity.  The Premier quoted figures regard-
ing wndertakings in many towns where the
Commissioner of Prices has operated. I
have a list here containing 134 items relat-
ing to the grocery trade. It contains prac-
tically everything in a grocer’s shop. On
the surface of things, can any reasonable
man tell me that the Commissioner of Prices
has gone through the details mentioned in
this Iist? Has he gone through the details
regarding the production of borax, or any
other jitem? We find the Premier claiming
that certain prices had been reduced by
the Commissioner; but what happens? We
know that the price is reduced by the trade,
and the Commissioner merely sanctions if.
In regard to a household commeodity like
soap, the manufacturer reduces the price
by &d. per bar, and tells the Commissioner.
The result is an order in the  Government
Gazette,” and the next thing is that we
hear the Premier saying that the Commis-
sioner has brought down the price of soap.
It is utter nonsensc for the Government to
take eredit in this connection. It would
take the Commissioner, the inspector, the
seeretary, the typist, and the messenger a
long time to go through this list of 134
items; and that only deals with one trade.

PAYNE (afitehcll): Hon. members
ite may have a right to criticise any
that the Government bring for-

ward.

Hor. W. H. BiRNES:
that right.

Mr. PAYNE: You have that vight, but
vou bmve no vight to try and hit any officer
of the department below the belt,

Mr. Kerr: We arve nob discussing the
officor.

Certainly, we have

Mr. PAYNE: Of course vou uzre. The
hon.  meaber for Murilla  discussed  the
ofiicer, and *by innuendo and by sneering

remarks, intimated to this Committee that
the Commissioner of Prices, Mr. Ferry, did
not know the way to do these things him-
f. but wuas instructed by the Government.
Mr. MoORGAN: Exactly., I do not know
» that he is instructed by the Govern-

went. Can you tell me?
Mr. PAYNE: The hon. member knows

thar My. Terry cannot get up in this House
and defend himself. The Won. member knows
very well that he i3 an officer.

Mr. MORGAN: Do vou mean to say that
he has not got his instructions from the
{zovernment ?

Av. PAYNE: The Commissioner of
Prires fixes the prices himsclf.

Alv. Moreax: Ie gets his
from the Government.

instructions

Ferry is an absolutely

.. Morgax : The redistribution of seats
thiat.

Ale. Cerrixs: Inuuendocs again.

Aly, PAYNE: The hon. member for
arilla cannot  use anything- else  bus
nuendees. I have no brief for v, Ferey
v for any officer in the department. While
the Opposition may

be within their rights
it critieising the Government, 1t is not a
fair thing to attack officers by innuendo.

e, Moreax: Didn’t you criticise jor
("ahill, the late Commissioner of Police, after
the geaeral strike in 19127

Alr. PAYNE: Anything I said about Com-
missioner Cahill T will stick to. (Opposition
interruption.)

3ir. Kerr: You cannot have it both ways.

3Mr. DPAYNE: I say the Opposition are
net plaving the game iu getting at an officer
when he cannot get up in this Chamber and
reply, and when they know that he is only
acting within the four corners of his dury.
The hon. member for Knoggera quoted
figurcs to show that the cost of living was
higher in (Quecnsland than in Victoria; but
1 think that anyone who looks up " Knibbs's™
fguves will be satisfied, as the Premier
showad, that a family living in Vietoria dur-
ing the past four years would have to pay
22.9 per ceut, more to live than a family 1m
Queen-land, Why do hon. members want to
sidestep these questions?

Me. J. H. C. Roperrs: You admit that
the cost of living had gone up 50 per cent.

Alv., PAYNE: I am admitting nothing; 1
am pointing out facts, Facts are very awk-
ward things to stumble up against; talk is
cheap,  Facts ave facts, and the fact remains
that during the Iast few years a family living
in Queensland lived 22.9 per cent. cheaper
than ju Vietoria. Anvoue who advocates the
abiolition of the Commissioner of Prices i
net seving something in the best interests of
the peceple of this State, but is working in
he qurercets of the beef boodle Anyone
wha that the Commissioner has not
durine the lest two rears exercised a control
i living in Queensland js

1%

ERAE

ave cost of

speil vithout thoueht, and does not know
wiat he is talking about. We must admis
rhat ir i v difliult indeed for any Com-
nissicner ro do the thing perfectly at on

lener, being

I dave sar that the Comm

fairmindsd man and not wanting to hurt
anrone, may hate been cautious at  the
bewrinuing; but I am satisfied that, when he

discovered that there was anything in the
nature of profircering—it did not mutter in
divection—he had no bositation in
Then we have had all this talk

whar

~qua-hing it

abour fixing the hoiel tariffs in my electorate
und leiting the big hofels in the cities go

What the Premier said is true.
People who are everloaded with money and
likke to oo to first-class hotels can do so: but
in ane case. the hon. member for Murilla
forgot to tell the Commitres that when the

ccor froe,

chareos be mentioned were made it was race
and sw time in Rockhampton, and thab
thevy were net the orvdinary prices charged

it was au excep-

to the ardinary rravell
: crowded out,

tional rime, when the place w
and the < e ol
did not eare whether zou stayed with him or
not—tonk advantage of the conditions to put

My, Payne.]

hetelkeoner, like evervoue else—he
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up his pric I am quite satisfied thar, if
vou go there now vou will ger vour fare
much more cheaply than during that time.
AMr. Moraax: Do zou think it fair thas
he should make such chavyge
Mr. PAYNTE:
of commoen sens
deal matie

No: but how, in the name
could the Commisiioner
ith a that happened on three
days in a week” 'fhey were charging bigger
thun ever before, but how could one

t the Commissioner to go into the
suddeaiv?  (Opposition interruption.)
CosteLro: Prosecute them.
Moraax: e knows is going on

it
in the hotels in Brisbane.
CHAIRXMAN

My, PAYNI: I

Order !
am sure that the ¢ Ian-

zard staff  cannor possibly  hear what is
being ssid with all this barking of the
Oppesition golng on,

The CHAIRMAXN: Order. I kope hon

members on my left will respect my call to
order.
HoxoURrasLe MEMBIRS :

AMr. PAYNE: I repeat that the hon, mem-
ber for Murilla, ov any hon. member who
landers an officer in any deparument in order
to get at the Government, 1s not playing the
‘ame.

Hr. TORDE (Roel Having
listened to the futile eriticismi of hon. mem-
ite of the Commissioner of Prices,
member for Rockhampton, to pro-
tesr against the suggestion that the position
thould be abolished. T wm satisfied that the
Cemmissioner has done good work. With
gard to the stafement made by the hon.
member for MMurilla, complaining about the
high tariff at hot<ls in Roclchawmpron, I do not
know anything about hotels in Rockhampton
charging £1 3. 6d. per dav., 1 know I
cannot afford to stay at vne of those hotels.
The hotel T at does not charge more
than 8i. per day, and they look after me
very  well;  but it the hon. member for
Murilla wantz to stay at fivit-claws hotels,
where they have the * jauzz’ bands and
beautiful givls to dance with, he must expect
to pay first-class rates. Tt is well for us to
glance at the past and see what the Govern-
ment have accomplished in checking the co
F living since they took office in 1916.
“Lhovtly after they came into power they took
sreps to control profitrering. and in a period
of nine monthz the cost of living wes reduced
by 12.6 per cent. The Fedeval Government
then, under the same War Precautions Act,
by virtue of which they prevented the marine
enginecrs from operating on their banking
accounts at the time of the shipping strike,
and by virtue of which they enabled the
cealmine owners to make a profit of close on

Hear, hear!

£1.000,000 in 1816, took away from the
Queensland  Government the power 10 fix
priees  of  commodities, and sppointed a

Federal Price Fixing Commissioner who was
a2 mere sham. He did not do any work at
he practically sat in his office and
b profiteers a free run.  When

zave the
the Commonwealth took that power from the
Quecensland Government the price of soap,
kerosene, and other articles went up imme-

<diately. Over a short period—Dbetween
November. 1916, and September. 1917—the
cost of living increased by 7.4 per cent.

When Mr., Hughes was on his way to Aus-
tralia from England, he said that, when he

got back to Australia. he was going to shoot

[Mr. Payne.
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the profiteers,  When he reached Fremantle
he said he was going to fight them. When
he got to Adelaide they met him at the boat.
At Melbourne he said he would appuint a
Commission to go “into the matter. Shortly
afterwards he was made a member of the
2fillicns Club. and we have heard nothing
from 3y, Flughes about the profitecrs ever
sines,

My, Prase: Ile got £25,000.

My, FORDIE: That is so.  Of course, Mr.
Ilughes might say that ke did not have the
power to deal with profiterrs. Let me quote
one of his own electors—a man whom he
elevated to the Commonwealth Arbitration
Bench the other day, Siv John Quick. That
gentleman published a monumental work of
1.000 pages entitled, ** The Legislative Powers
of the Commonweaith and States of Aus-
tralia.”  In the preface to that book Bir
John Quick says—

< Tnder the esisting Commonwealtn
powers the evils of profiteering could be
combated by the following altornative
methods 1 —
1. Taxation.
2. Fization of Pri
3. Acquisition.”
Notwithstanding that, the
CGovernment did abwolutely nothing. W1
Because those who were making exto
profits out of the primary producer and the
worker we the friends of the Nationalid
party and were supplying the fighting funds
with which the Hughes party could vegam
office.

My, CorLuixs: And they
entation fund of £25,000.
TORDE: Ye¢s. Although the Hughes
unent were prepared to take action to
Jdefeat the marine cngineers by preventing

Commonvcalth

9

subscribed the

them from operating on  their banking
account. thev took no action to prevent the

profiteers and the big manufacturers chare-

ing extortionste prices for farming imple-
ments. The fixation of prices is a matter that

should be dealt with the Commonwealth

(tovernment, The hon. member for Enozaera
had something to say regarding 1920-1921.

Mr. Kxrr: No, I had not,

My, FORDE : “Knibbs's” figures show thab
in January, 1921, compared with January,
1920, in Queensland there was a decresse 1
the cost of living of 6.5 per cent.; 1n New
South Walss. there was an increase of 118
per cent,: in South Australla an increase of
15.9 per cent.; in Tasmania an increasc of
16 per cent.: in Western Australia an increaso
of 16.8 por cent. : and in Vietoria an icrease
of 29.9 per cent.

Mr. FLETCHER :
yoar.

M. FORDX:

Taks September of the same
In Kebruary, 1921, compared
with February, 1920, Queensland showed a
decrease of 4.1 per cent.; New South W ales
an increase of 7.7 per cent.; South Australia
an inercase of 142 por cent.: Western Aus-
tralia an increase.of 12.9 per cent.; Tasmania
an increase of 16.1 per cent.: and Vietoria
an increase of 26.6 per cent. The Profiteering
Prevention Act came into operation—as the
Premier rightly stated—in March, 1920. The
Commonwealth Statistician’s report for that
month showed that the increase in the cost of
living since the outbreak of war had been
greaver in Queensland than in any other
State, because the power which the Qgeens—
land Government had of fixing the price of
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mmmodi‘.‘o\ had been taken away from them
by the Commonwealth Government under the
War Precautions Act., The increase in the
cost of living in Queensland up to that time
was 86.9 per cent. But after the Commis-
sioner of Prices had bern operating the Act
for a period of five months Queensland
ranked only third, with an incrcase of 94.4
per cent. sinee the outbreak of the war, as
against an inercase in Victoria of 103.9 per
(“nt dn(l in New South Wales of 93.8 per

snt.: so that the influence of the Commis-
stoner was felt almost immediately. Accord-
ing to the Commonwealth Statistician’s
repori. the following amounts were nece
10 purchaw in the months of March,
and June, 1922, what would have cosf, on the
average, £1 in 1911:—

‘ Mareh, | June, Improvement
e Co1929.0 0 19220 !in the £ during

H i

! d. | s d
PBrishane . :51 11! & 5
Myvdney Lo P33 6 6 4
Hobart Lo | 36 b5y 303
Perth | 86 7 17
Adelaide .. | | 35 7. E)
Melbourne .. | B3 0] 14

o i

That shows that, since the Act came into force
in Quoonaland the cost of living has decreased
21.9 per cent. as against 11. 3 per cent. in
Tory-governed Vlc{mm—pmvmg that Queens-
(YOV(‘III]D(‘HI relinguished control, the cost of
living.  The Commonwealth Statistician’s
report proves that, when the Commonwealth
Government relinquished control, the cost of
living was higher in Queensland than it was
in any other Stat: in Australia; that to-day
the cost of living is lower in Qu”crﬁland than
in any other State in Australia; that, since
the Profitcering Prevention Act came into
force in Queensland, the improveraent in the
value of the sovereign, compared with its
value in 1911, was more rapid in Queensland
vhan it was in any other State, and tho
deerease in the cost of living has been greater
in Quecnsland than in any other State. A
good deal of that is due to the work of the
Commissioner of Prices. The estimate of the
savings on the various commodities men-
rioned during the period ended 30th June,
1920, was £720,000. On bread alone there was
a saving of £175,000; on fertilisers to the
farmers a saving of £11,000; on drapery,
hoots. and shoes a saving of, approximately,
£67.000; on groceries a saving of £246,000.
Those and the other items aggregated
£726,000. It shows that not only one scetion
of the people have benefited, but that the
whele of the people have benefited: and no

vne more than the strugeling settler, who
feli the weight of the extortionate prices
levied hy tho  friends of hon. members

mw‘)O-if“

We have heard a good deal to-night about
the price of meat being too high. Tt is as
woll that we shouid again get down to facts.
e will find that in Brisbane in the State
shops the price of sirloin beef is 44d. per b,
JYld the fixed price in other :hopb 65d. per
Ih.: the price in Sydney is 84d. per lb and
in Melbourne 10d. per 1b.
vative Victoria, where they
Profiterying Prevention Act!

Mr. Epwarns: Where they buy our cattle.

Mr. FORDE: They do not buy our cattle.
In Perth the price is 11d. per 1b. Is Quecns-
land's favoured position not due to the

abolish ed the

[29 Avcust.]
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influcuee of Labour legislation—to the com-
petition of the State shops and the interven-
tion of the Commissioner of Prices? Tf vou
go right down the list, you will find that ‘the
price is lower in Brisbane than it is in any
other capital city in Australia—due to Labour
legislation.

In addition, we find that the manufacturers
are doing well in Qm‘onsland Everyone is
Jomg well, because the Government bchev
in giving a fair dcal to all, and not in
giving all the concessions to a few. In the
product of manufacturers in Quecnsland in
1914, salartes and w amounted to
£4,211,000. The valus of the output was
£25.400,000. 1In 1920 the salaries and wages
amounnted to £6.718.000, and the value of
the output to £39.783.000 Although the

world i¢ suffering a period of
[8 p.m.] depressinn, the exports of the
Commonwealth  show that the

Commissioner of Prices in Queensland has
not hamstrung production, as hon. membeors
epposite would lexnd people to believe. We
find that la-i vear there was an increase in
exports in Queensland of £200.000; in New
South Wales o decrcase of £2.500,000; in
Vietoria a decrease of £8.500,000; in South
Australia a decrease of £2800,000; and in
good old Tors-governed Western Australia
o decrease of £4,000,000. We are told by
hon. members opposite that the Commissioner
of Prices is le g a heavy toll upon the
produicers and business men. Noj; but he 1s
keeping the exploiters of the poople in their
places—the profiteers and middlemen who
arc ably represented by hon. members of the
Nationalist party, supported by hon. mem-
bers of the Country party. As a result of
Labour legislation and the intervention of
the Commissioner of Prices, the people are
assisted in putting away a little every week
in the Savings Bank that would o’(hmwlse
go towards paying the exorbitant prices for
commoditics, The average amount of
Savings Bank deposits per head of the
population in the various States for the rear

cnded 31st December, 1921, is—

£ s d
New South Wales 5014 0
Victoria, . 44 15 0
South Australia’ 3311 9
Western Australia 34 016
Tasmania 34 11 2
Gueensland 5711 11

The point is that the workers, the small
farmers, and those who have small carnings
arc able to go along to the Savings Bank at

the end of the week to deposit thelr
savings, and the exploiters. who have a free
run in other 7, are kept in check in
Queensland.  Hon, member opposite object

to the lixation of prices.
a system of fixing prices? What about the
guaranteed price for cotton for the three
rears ended 3ist July last and for a further
three years afrer 3lst Julv next year? Is
that not a fixation of prices for the purpose
of stabili=mg the industry? 1 fought very
hard for a fixed price for cotton-grovers

because many of them have been put to
considerable expense buying farming imple-
ments, and it was necessary that the industry
should be stabilised. The Government have
done that. The value of the cotton industry
to Queensland this year will be well over
£1.500.000, due to the Government fixing the
price for cotton. What 1'(Lep’rlon did the
Premier get when he went to the Premiers’
Conference and  advocated that a home-
consumption price should be fixed for

Mr, Forde.}

Are not all pools
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wheat?
conference,

The Premier,

said—

speaking  at

“ With the object of
wheatgro s
comlng 1 would
the confer » will const

bility of fixing a howe
for wheat of about 6s.

-consumy
per bushel.”
Austia Z r}‘;;z
labour,

Premier Barwell, of South
great advocate of black

would employ all blackfsllows Hon s
imaginars line north of Rockhempton, -
“ Certainly  not:  as far  oas
Australia 15 concormed. 1 say
definitely regarding a price for wheat”
Sir Walter L who was then Premicr of
Tasmania, said—

“ 1o not mention wheat to me

Those Premiers did not want a price fixed.
They did not want pocls, because they
realised that pools interfered with the opera-
tions of certain produce merchants, and ¢
tain men such as we find opposite in the
leaders of parties, in fa(t who ha
great pioﬁts out of the farmers. T
of the Nationalist party is one of tlon* and
the hon. mewber for Bulimba is another.
Tn all States  of Australia we find that the
formation of pools mostly interferes with
these great merchants, agents, middlenen,
and market-riggers. I cannct understand
how certsin hon, members opposite, coming
from country districts, who say that they
stand for the interests of the small producer
only, can associate with produce-merchant
members oppotite in every division in thiz
Chamber. Victoria has been quoted by ho
members opposite, and I want briefly to de
with that State.  The Producers’ Review,
which is the official organ of the Queensland
Tarmers’ Union and the United Cane
Growers’ Association, in dealing with the
stabilisation of prices for dai produ.
statos——

“ Victori= is the lome of Nationalism
in Australis It is also the
of big intercsts and speculators.
one knows how Victorian interes
tried to ruin the sugar mdusuy i
to get cheap sugar for their =
facturers. In the dairying indusiry, i
was the Victorians who held wp ihe
Iassy Greenc propeosal.’”

The Fair Profits Commission was sbolish
by the Victorian Clovernment in 1921 becauss
tize influence of those who were supplying the
fighting funds for the \qt,mnalv partv in
Victoria was too great. They de: mmdpd that
the Tfair Profits Commi
(mt and it was wiped oub.
Campboell, president of the Que neland
Employers’ Yederation, said that night after
nwh they had come "to fﬂ”hammlt )
and had jcen certain legistation sltered. 1If
the hon. member for Bulimba was on the
Treasury benches. the Profitecring Prevcn-
tion Act would be repcaled. The workers of
Queenstand and the small farmers of Queens-
land know that; the middlemon also Lnow
that, and that is why they are going to do
all ther con to defcat this Government, if

possible. They will net succeed, beesuss the
people are behind this Governmont. A recent
Victorian Press report states—

“In certain classes of business the

power to fix pucer‘ and m'untam them
at a high level is w0 complete, competi-
tion is restricted o qucoeasfuny and ruth-
Jessly, that whether wages be high or low

[Mr. Forde.
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the much

prices the came.

This appea 1 iepresent the

position in ¥ ria sineo tl‘n Iair Prolits
Conunission abolished

hi profiteers in Vicioria are unrebtrt’dnd in

their depredations; they have a feoe run,

The peeple cavnot do anything to hivder

beeause they have an uusympathetic
(" vermunent in power.  The people have a
sovernmoent in power that works in collusion
the profiteering interests.  We have
[ictoria quot“ri as the paradise of the
worker in  Australia—as the State which
holds out great inducements to the people
to go thevs because, as thev zay, there is a
sane Government in power. I {ind the Mel-
bourne ¢ A"c > of the &rd WMay, 1922, com-
menting on the high cost of living, suys—
“The bltuatlon 15 actually worse in
regard to milk.”’

11 the profit, and the pro-
The *“ Age”’ furthex.

¢ No less scandalous is the conditien of
affairs in the ment business. The con-
sumer is still compelled to pay famine
prices for his beef and mutton, although
wholesale rates are just abont half what
they were twelve months ago.

It is not the producers who get the profit.
Furthes on the “ Age” says—

“ With the =pproach of winter an early
ineresse in the cost of firewood may be
expected,  Thore ave fow sections of
traders who do not take ad\'ant“gc of
any and evers oppmtumtv of (‘Mortm‘r
5 bit more money-out of the publie”

Wy, J. Jongs: Like vour Government!

Mr. FOEDKE: N Government have
heiped the people. This is what the ¢ Age ™
alre says—

the

king all sots together,

hous ¢r can gee little cause

for gratiication in the oxisting state of
ox, e i= ficeced right mxd loft, and

) not even the scanticst basis for
optizaism an to the future.  And since it
5 ¢ ;\Wbcd\’ s business, and thercfore the

business of no one in particular, thmgs

may ‘be expected to drift on endlessly in

the same old way.”
That shows that, when the Fair Profits Com-
i was Lboh&h(\l tha exploiting middle-
men were given a fair yun, and the workers
snd small pr sducers in Victoria are in a very
bad wa Rather than have the farmers pay-
ing extortionste prices for their fertilisers;
raiher than have “the workers paying hlgher
prices for their mest, groceries, and com-
modltw, I say. keep the position of the
Commirsioner of Prices intact and allow him
to o on with his work, and, if possible,
cnable him to make provizion for cheaper
farmivg implements for the small producers.

At 815 p.n.,

Mr, Porrocx (Gregor
Temporary Chairmen,
in the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES
hon. member who has § resumed his coab
has followed the very bad ¢ ple which the
Premier -has given to-night; he has been
ng to the gallery.

. Forpe: He has been telling the people

1

one of the panel of
ved the Chairiman

(Bulimba): The

1 BAPVES: I want it to be
clearly understood that I am no making any
comment whatever in connection with the
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ominizsioner of Prices, The position as to
whether price-fixing is right or whether price-
fixing 15 wrong, is perfectly clear, and 3t is
not a question of any individual. I want to
be very careful in any remar [ malke that
L do not for enc moment associnte the gentle-
san who occupies the position of Cowmrmis-
o1 of Prices with any criticism that I
e in regard to the vote. The hon. mem-
bor who has just resumed his seat is like a
man who is drowning who grasps at the last
straw. 1 am sure it must have appealed to
vou, Mr. Kuivwan—though I noticed at one
stage that the music of his voice seerncd to
he sending you to sleep—(laughter)—vou will
have noticed that at one stage he tried to
beat the drum to rally the workers outside.
He said that the workers of Queensland would
understand—if he had said some of the ladies
a6 Roeckhampton, including an ancient lady
sixty yvears of age, I would have understood,
too.  What is the position in regard to the
workers of Queensland? In every union and
in every organisation there is a feeling of
intense dissatisfaction in connection with this
Government, and a strong desire that ther
may have the opportunity at the carliest pos-
sible moment of giving the Government their
disinissal. That 1s the truth, and the drum
has been beaten to-night. Some of the argu-
ments which the hon. membsr used are
absolutely without any foundation whatever.

Mr. Yorpe: They are perfectly srue. I
quoted facts 2ll the time.

Hon., W. II. BARNES: The hon. member
dealt with some products, but more parti-
cularly did he deal with meat. Ile referred
to Victoria, New South Wales, and Quenns-
land. T say deliberately that, if he chose to
use the same argument with regard to other
Hines. he would find that in Quecnsland prices
are higher—not because ordinarily Queens-
land is dearer or cheaper, us the case may
be, but because of the conditions which exist
throughout Australia. Let me use onc illus-
tration in connection with price-fixing. What
i= the position to-day in regard to potatocs?
Unfortunately the Queensland crop has been
prac e a failuve this year. Now what
happers?  Two things happen. There is
a State Produce enterprise, and I absolutelv
state this fact—that the Stats enlerprise, like
other produce enterprises, at the present
moment is having to import many lines into
Queensland.  They cannot help it if they ave
to continue in existence.

o

Hon. W. Foreax SmItd: What is wrong
about that?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: There is nothing

ay all wrong abeut 1t, but they came into
oxistence to deal only in Queensiand produce.
I am absolutely right when I say that in
Juecnsiand to-day potatoes are £4 per ton
dearer than they are in Victoria. simply
because, unforiunatels for wvs. ocur crop has
beenn a failure. My judgment iz that price-
fixing. ovdinarily, is a huge blunder and «
mistake,  What has happened in regard to
price-fixing?  Very frequently the restraints
in connection with trade produce higher
prices rather than lower prices, because
people are afraid to import and to touch
things lest they may find themselves in a
peculiar position, and, as a business man. [
deliberately state that in the past price-fixing
has been responsible for higher prices and
not for lower prices. I make that statement
deliberately to-night. I notice the hon. mem-
ber. when he was speaking. referred to the
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surer. At any rate, whatever duty
: exsurer had to perform in connce-
tion with this State, it was honourably
performed.

Orpostrron Mprwsers : Hear,

Hox, W. H. BARNES: We have had the
Premier to-night absolutely playing to the
gallery in connection with price-fixing. The
hon. gentleman dealt with the question of
rentals.  What is the position to-day? He
associated an Act of Parliament brought in
by this Government with the lower rentals
whichh prevailed in Queensland. If he will
go beek for four or five years before the
Labour Government came into office, he will
{find, when he looks through the records, that
Queonsland has always been the lowest in
that regard. The Government which occu-
pied the Treasury benches at that time, and
who were absolutely in sympathy with the
workers, brought in a Bill by which the
workers were enabled to get workers’ dwell-
ings. hat is why rents are cheaper and
conditions better in Quecensland in that re-
gard to-day, and hon. members opposite
iknow that. Talk about playing to the
gallery ! It seems to me that the attitude
of the Premier has been followed by the
hon. member for Rockhampton, in order to
cortain things into * Hansard,” and
make the people believe that they are out
to assist the workers. The worker knows
better than that. The Government think
that by making promises at an election time
to the worker——

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hox., W. H. BARNES:
this matter up with price-fixing. 'The Pre-
mier referred to hotels where © jazzing”’ is
rried on. I know nothing about that, I
am not one of those who *‘ jazz." but, if the
truth i& known, not once or twice only has
the  Premier been smongst those  who
"
The

f1azz

hear |

ok
oot

I am connecting

AgricuLTrvre : Can you

CRETARY FOR
(Liaughter.)
Hox., W. H. BARNES: should be just

about az heavy a ‘] " as the hon.

gentleman, though I think I would e a little
more nimble than he would be. (Laughter.)
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Will the hon. member conncet his remarks

with the vote?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T was pointing out
tnst the Preiier introduced the question of

© jazzing shen replying to the hon. mem-
ber for Murilla. I am not in agreement

with the hon. member for Murilla that price-
fixing in any form should be carried on by
the vernment.
Mr. Tomrpr:
pools 7

Hox, W. H. BARNES : T believe it would
be o great blessing if the hon. member
who interjects = immediately got married.
(T.aughter.) What a squabble there would
be amongst those who would be left! It
does not secem to e that the interests of
Queensland are served by fixation of prices.
The whole tendenss of the debste on the
opposite side has en an apology for the
hotelkeeper in not fixing prices. The Pre-

Do believe in whexnt

you

mier said they have nd right te fix prices
for the * jazz chap.”
The Seorersary FOR AgrictnTure: He did

not say that.

» Hon, W. H. Barnes.]
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Hox. W. H. BARNES:V He said they

had a right to look after the hotel where
the working man stayed; but it did not con-
cern them o bit about where the “ big
swells” were. The Governmoent are out to
talk to the country through this system of

price-fixing, which, as they show, is a
diminishing quantity. There was another
attack made in this debate uwpon a man

with whom many of us have differed—Mr.
Hughes, the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwcalth.

Mr. Forpr:
cxploiter,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The fact that the
people of Australia believe that Mr. Hughes
has done such good service for Australia by
presenting him with £25,000 is an eloquent
testimony to their estimation of the man.
The :«mwco which Mr. Hughes rendered to
the Empire in_a’time of struggle was not
the sorvun rendered by the hon. member for
Rockhampton,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am connecting
this up, bccauso it was introduced in debate
before sou took the chair, My, Pollock.

The TEMPORARY CITAIRMAN : Order!
I would remind the hon. member that I am
in the chair now, and I will not tolerate a
discussion on that subject.

Hon., W. IT. BARNES: T have just about
finished. Price-fixing has been something
which has, on the whole, been detrimental to
Queensland; and let me say that in connec-

The premier middleman and

tion with the Government of Australia, the
name of Hughes will live for ever. (Govern-

ment laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am surprised
at the arguments used by hon. members oppo-
site. Farlier in the evening the hon. member
for Murilla aroued very strongly that the
cattle producers of the HState should get 25s.
per 100 1b. for their cattle.

Mr. Moreax: I did not say that.

Mr. COLLINS: In speaking on this vote,
the same hon. member said that the office of
the Commissioner of Prices should be
abolished.

Mr. Moraeax: I did not say vou should fix
the price of cattle. I stated what they could
be produced for.

Myr. COLLINS: On the onc hand, the hon.
member  asked the Government to make

arrangements in Burope so that the cattle-
men could get s good price for their cattle.

Mr. Moroan:

3r. COLLINS : Later on the hon. member
suid ke did not behew in having a Commis-
sicner of Prices, and that he believed the
office should be "abolished. In other words,
the cattlemen want the Government to do
something which will give them a good price
for their beef.

Mr. Morgan: That is not price-fixing;
that is the market price.

Mr, COLLINS: Buf the hon. member docs
not want the Commissioner of Prices to stop
the exploitation of the food of the peopls

T said a living price.

here. That is contradictory.
Mr., Morgsx: Not at all.
Mr. COLLINS: I am one of those who

believe  in pricefixing, and have never
hesitated to say so from the time the Regula-
tion of Sugar Cane Prices Bill was brought

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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in. I say that eversone should be paid for his
labour, and you can only do that by fixing
the price of the product. I am one of those

who believe that cvery one is a consumer,
therefore he ought to be a producer;
and, if he is mot a producer, he 1Is

of mo wuse on this planct. Hon. mem-
bers opposite are inconsistent about price-
fixing. They want this Government to assist
in getting the Commonwealth Government
to fix a price for their sugar, which is a
right thing to do, and they want the Govern-
ment to assist in fixing the price of their
vwheat, b;ttur, cheese, and other commedities,
\slnch it a sound principle, inasmuch as it
is giving to the producer the values of his
pmducrs It is also right that the (;0\0111-
ment  should appoint a Commissioner of
Prices, who should be enabled to say to
certain merchants who ave carrying on busi-
resn, “ You shall not be allowed to exploit
the musses of the people by charging them
nwore than they should be Chdlgcd” There
is nothing wrong in that proposal; it is only

a common-scnse proposal.  The world is
going to move on. in my opinion, in the
dirvection of price-fixing. Members of the

(ountry party are very inconsistent. If they
want a good price for their products, they
should also see that the people who consume
the products get a fair deal, and not allow
a few people to get wealthy. We know how
big fortunes arve built up by merchants or
e\plmteu in connection with the exchange
of commoilities between the producer and
consumer in Australia.  The Commissioner
of Prices is here to stop the building up of
those large fortunes by fixing prices of com-
modities. The fact that we have a Commis-
sioner of Prices in existence has a moral
cffect upon those who sell the different com-
modities which people have to use. Even if
he does not fix a price, the fact that traders
know he is there stops them from charging
the prices they would (hcu(re if he was not
there. The Commissioner of Prices has saved
the bt.lte not only hundreds of thousands of
pounds, but perhaps millions of pounds, since
frie was appointed. I do not want to go to
Victoria for my arguments. We are doing
vers well in Quecnsland. We are leading
the way in the Commonw calth, and we out'ht
to be proud we arc living in Queensland, and
that we have a Labour Government who have
placed on. the statute-book a measure to stop
the exy ﬂoltah(\n of the masses of the people.
In regard to the fixing of the price of fer-
tilisers 1 had a }equost from the Bowen
farmers to try to get that done, and the
price was fixed. The farmers of Bowen
thanked me and one of them sent me a letter,
frem which this is an extract—
[8.30 p.m.]
< 8ir,—T am only an ordinary working

favmer. and T woul l like vou to give us

conve astistance in something as vou have

been helping us a little in the past.”

Tlere is a working farmer who admits that
we have done something.
Mr. Morcax: Very little.

Me. COLLINS: Is it not better to do a
little than to do nothing? When the hon.
gentleman’s Government were in power they
did nofhmﬂ to save the people trem being
exploited.  We did something, and we get
the thanks of the workers and the farmers
also, because they recognisc that something
is being done to stop the exploiting class from
bOOOn'llIl“ millionaires. We know how the
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exploiting class became millionaires in the
United States, and, as our population in-
creases, we should have millionaires in the
State of Queensland if we did not introduce
legislation like this and have a Commissioner
of Prices to flix a fair price for the
consumers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham): During my
absence from the Chamber I understand the
leader of the Opposition made some refer-
ence 1o a spoech made by me at the Trados
Hall in reference to price-fixing. It ix not
the fir<t time that that speech has been
reforred to, and T make no apolog“ for what
I said on that occasion. We all know that
speeches have been made by other Labour
men besides myself, and they have been
guoted by the Press, but they ‘only refer to
that portion of the \poech which suits them.
1 have no siced to apologise or to make any
ddonu ut pn(e fixing, nor do I make any
apology for what I uud ot that occasioun.
What I said was said at a time and place
which I thought justified my saying it.
was ~p0a]\mg to the representatives of
workers in the Trades Fall at their annual
gathering, and I will quote what I said as
reported by the © Daily Standard.” It is
not all that I said, but it is a good report of
what I said on that oceasion.  Speaking on
the pov er of money, I said—

* All that the Commonwecalth Govern-
ment needed to do was to place private
banks in the same relationship to the
Commonwealth Bank as were private
banlks in England to the Bank of Eng-

land.  When the nation controlled the
monetary system it controlled every
industrial monopoly in the land, but

before this came about they must first
get @ Labour Government in power in
the Commonwealth. (Applause.) In his
book, *The Money DPower,” Frank
Anstey had said: ¢ This group of specu-
lators (financiers), properly de signated and
distingushed as the money power, con-
trols the whole mechanism of exchange,
and all undertakings in the field of indus-
iry are subject to its will and machina-
tions. It wiclds an unseen sceptre over
thrones and populations, and bloody
slaughter is as profitable to itz pockets
as the most peaceful peculation. No
nation can be really free where this
financial oligarchy 1s permitted to hold
dominion, and no democracy can be
aught but a name that does nct shake it
from its throne.’

“Mr. J. Brram (New York) said:
¢ Th~ money power preys upon the nation
in times of peace, and conspires against
it in the hours of its calamity. Con-
scienceless and compassionless, 1t ener-
vates its votavies, while it jmpoverishes
its vietims. It can only be overth\own
he the awakened conscience of the nation,’
\rmtho authority stated: ¢ Finance is
the arbiter of war and peace, the master
of Jespotisms, the unseen power in democ-
This power would have to bﬂ
alt with Lefore much genuine progress
cauld be made.”

Then, in regard to price-fixing, my remarks

are ropcwed as follows:—
“ViEws oN PrICE-FIXING.
“Tlis views on price-fixing differed from
these held by other members of the party.
During the war most Governments had

18223 Q

[29 Avausr.]
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found it necessary to prevent increased
profits being made, and only on the pre-
vious day the Government had found it
necessary to taks action to prevent Mr.
Badger from getting more out of the
public by increased tram fares than they
thought was warranted. (Applause.) At
the same time, he regarded price-fixing
as only an expedient, and economieally
unsound. They should keep in mind the
objective of production for use, and not
for profit, and while they had produc-
tion for profit, price-fixing might operate
to the diradvantage of both producer and
consumer.”’

for saying that, because In
as an obvious truth. St

I make uo up'non
my opinicn tmt W
Auquum( satd—

* 1le that conceals a wuseful truth is

cqually guilty with a propagator of an
injurious falsehood.”
I quite agree with that. T want to quote

from Professor R.
“The fArst safeguard agains exploita-
tion of.the consumer by the producer is
to turn all men into producers. Till
that is done it is useless to preach the
s claims of society,” because there is not
cne society, but ‘two—that of those who
live by labour and that of those who live
on it. Confront producer with producer,
and they will be in a position to hold
cach other in check. FHence the import-
ance of cxtinguishing functionless pro-
perty. To put it otherwise, if the
* consumer’ is to be protected, one must
get rid of ceonsumers who are not
producers.”

Until we have all the farmers and all the
workers organised in Queensland, when the
farmers wili sce that they get " reasonable
prices for their products, “and the workers
gct returns thev are entitled to—until
these organisations are able to settle the
(hfimuwe between their different sections—
price-fixing is necossary as an expedient. I
am fortified in my remarks by the repor
made by the leader of the Labour party in
South Africa, who was a member of a Royal
Commission appomtpd to inguire into the cost
of living in South Africa. Hec pointed out
that almost cevery step taken to restrict profits
and prices gave rise tu all sorts of other diffi-
cuties, the effect of which, in some cases,
might be even more undesirable than the
original pesition. He pointed out that this
was particularly so in regard to primary pro-
ducts. I contend, with ]‘(”‘d)“d to fixing jprices
in Queensland, that the operations of the
Commissioner of Prices for the last yvear have
been in the interests of the farmers and
workers of this State.

. Tawney, who says—

GroverwMeNt HEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
As has been peinted out by the Premier, neo
less a sum than £720,000 has been saved to
tiie people of Queensiand by the operation of
price-fixing in this State. I want to ask the
members who claim to represent the farmers
i1f they objecs to these items. I am going to
read out the savings of the d]fferenc items
dealt with by the Commissioner during the
wear. The saving in bread to the consumer
of Queensland amounts to £175,000. I want
to know if the so-called friends of the farmers
and workers object to that. After the farmer

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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been paid his price for wheat. and the
miller Tras been paid his price for flour, is i
not fair for the Commissioner of Prices to
say to the baker, * You shall not charge the
people an  exorbitant price for Dbread'™
The saving in flour amounied to £25,000: the
ing in meat amounted to £70.000 and the
¢ in groceries amounted to £245,000.

Most of those

AMr.
reduced hefore the Commissioner
then.

DEBBINGTON : were
reduced
All he had to do was to register them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
This is not thu first time that that statement
has been made in this Chamber, and there
js some truth in it. The reason is obvious.
1t iz impossible for the Commissioncr to arrive
at his decisions without making full inquivies.
Immediately he starts to make inquiries, the
people concerned know what is coming, and
in many cases they reduce the price before
he gives his verdict. Again, a pohcunan is
ot jud“cd by the number of prosecutions.
In some towuns there are not any prosccu-
tions. but at the same time the officer is
doing good work. The value of such an
officer in this State is quite apparent. His
services have been of great advantage to the
and workers of this State, and there
is no justification for the (’riticism levelled
against him at all. The saving in drapery
amounted to £67,000 a vear, and “the ving
in fertilisers {o £11,000. Will the friends
of the farmers have anything to say abou‘r
the amount saved in the price of fertilise
Yor patent medicines, fucl. timber, dl-

vanised iron, tram fares, and other Commodl—
ties there was a saving of £126,000, making
a total saving to the people, owing to the
work of the Commissioner of Prices, of
£7906.050 for the year. With regard to tram
farves, action was taken two d before Mr.
Badger was going 1o rvaise the tram faves. I
personally consalted the Crown Law Office,
and rthe Uabinet found that we had sufficient
infarmation to satisfy us that Mr. Badger was
charging sufficiently high tram fares. The
Commissioner of T’rices was asked to take
artion, which he did. with the result that
the poople of DBrisbars have been saved
£50.900 1n tram fares alone. I want to know
if the metropolitan members object to the
action taken bv the Commissioner of Prices

on that occasion. The eriticism levelled
oai that officer ix most unfair. My
opnuon is that he is carrying out 1mp<ntant
dutics as an impartial Commissioner of
Prices, and he iz a very capable and honour-

able officer. Any man who takes sdvantage
of parliamentary privilese to abuse an officer
who carries out his duties as comcwnt‘ou%l‘
as Mr. Ferry does is not fit to sit in this
Chiamber.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 'The hon.
m(mbor Who has just resumed his seat might
as easily have put his hand in his bag
and brought out ﬁguro» to show that the
Commissioner of Prices has cost Quecnsland
just as much as his own figures show he has
saved Queenslend. There is only one item
in his figures on which you can depend—
that is. the tram fares—and the Governnient
could have dome that without the aid of
the Commissioner at all, just in the same
way as they ])afsed the PJ'O‘{V Voting Bill
ot altered the Constitution of Queensland.
Thexc was no need to spend thousands of
pounds to regulate tram faves. Nobody in
his senses will advocate that price-fixing as
a principle will accomplish all that hon.
members opposite elaim for it. They know

[Hon, W. N, Gillies.
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that ir imposzible to regulate pricez. The
produ and the consumer would act so
contra to one another that would be
impossible. It never has been done. and 1%
pever will be done.  The whole thing is
abaurd. and hon, members know 1t is absurd.
Thev know that ry attempt to regulate

]11‘i<( @ sop 10 a certain class—somotimes
the werkers and sometimes the farmers. Al
these hlnrr are only temporary. It was
only the war that warranted the fixing of

prices,

3ir. WARRIEN : Socialism only makes war

rictiins.  Socialists never get into real
because they have not the courage of
their convictions.. The Government are tell-
ing the vorker that they are doing something
for him, and they are telling the p;oducu
that they are doing something for him, How
can they be drung comomtng for the two?
The thirg is absurd. They cannot be work-
ing for dark and for light at the same time.
The two things are as opposite as day and
night. As primary producers, we should get
as much as we_possibly can for our produce:
but we do not believe that that is going to be
obtained by price-fixing.

The SECRETARY rOR AGR(CULTTRE: What
about the Regulation of Sugar (Cane Prices
Act?

My, WARREN: The price of sugar-canc
is altogether different. 1t is entirely on its
own, and the puce is fixed solely because of
the whits Australia policy. We must have
sugar produced in Australia, and it must be
produced by white and nat by coloured
labour. Sugar was being produced by black
hl\’)ul, but the Commonwealth decided upon
a white Australia, and thowe coloured people
were sent back to their native islands, We
found the growers were rot getiing sufficient
to pay them for ploduunv sugar. Consc-
quently. that Act came into force. But are
we going to raise the pricc of butter to such
a height that 1%, will be powible for the pro-
ducers to make money out of the industry
and to pui sometking aside, as the Prem
said the other n1bht? The Government have
no more intention of doing that by fixing
the price or by other (,mu\,rnment action
than they have of going to hcaven or the
other place. Hon. members opposite know
thut the best thing for the worker is cheap
and abundant food. They have studied the
subject more than any other clesy of persons,
and they know the story they advance is
mere humbug. The only way in which the
farmer is ever going to get anything out of
it for himself iz by establishing his own
industries. At present the people are being
starved off the land.

Mr. Foape: Hundreds of them are going
on the land in my distriet.

Mr. WARREN: The Government are
placticad driving people off the land, and
the Commissioner of Prices is doing nothing
to make the lot of the pcople on the land
more attractive. If the plice of butter were
fixed at a lovel which would enable a farmer

to make a living, it would be 10s. instead of
2s. per 1b

Forpe: They should get more for
cream.
Mr, WARREN : That is a nice admission.

Mr. Forpe: The “dry 7 shareholders are
rasking the profits now.
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Mr., WARREN: If the Commls:lonm is
not doing any good for the farmer, what
;00d is he doing? I dissociate myself from
dh\ personal attack en the Comtnissioner:
I am lef“l‘l”}” to h}nl as ld\‘ lllstluﬂlenrr—’l‘i
a branch of this departmeut. Is he doing
any good for the man on the land?

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICTLITRE: Yuoa.
what about fertilizers?

3Mr. WARRIEN: lie is sending fertilis
out of the country, he is fixing the pr
at such a figure——

The SECREIARY FOR ACRIWCTULIURE: You

bclie\'e in the profiteer.

WARREN: No, I kav
out dgamst him. The hon. munb,u is one
who supports the profiteer.  HEvervbody
knows that the Commissioner of Prices is
doing nothing to put men on the land, but
is doing everything to drive the men off the
land.

1
aiw

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ’”‘hat is
a deliberately untrue statement.
Mr. WARREN: 1t is the hon. gentleman

who is making the untrue statement. What
primary product has the Commissioner dealt
with that "has resulted in putting some-
thing into tho farmer’s pocket? e has
not, ﬁxod the price of anything which has
given

him one penny extra.
_ My, Fompe: Tertilisers and galvani-ed
iron,
Mr. WARREN: He is making it almost

impossible for the farmer to get fertiliser.
It is better for the meatworks, which are
producing the only fertiliser which can be
used in any quaniity without destroying
the land, to send it to Japan rather than
have 1t used in Quecusland.

Mr. Harriey: That

Mr. WARREN: It is too true; wet it is
far preforable to buy fertiliser from the
meatworks than to allow it to go oup of the
State.  We swant all the f( iliser we can
possibly get in the fruit districts, but we
want it at a reasonable price. The onl-
way 1+ to stop its exportztien and keep ihe
meatworks going full swing. Prlcehxmg
an;.’bt be good as an emevgency measure,
but it not suitable in prmc‘tlcal politics.

is not right.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitehell): 1n telling the
Committec that the memiers on the Govern-
side were not sinecre, the hon. member

for Murrumba thought he had done some-
thing very good. The hon. member men
tioned that he belonged to the primary
producers,  ¥e 1s the class of man who
> farms the farmer.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. WARREN :
do.

Mr. PAYNE : He is the class of man who.
having a dairy farm. has an unfortunate
family working the greatest possible number
of hours, while he reaps the benefit of the
sweating of women and children.

Mr. WareeN: That is a deliberate lio,

Mr. PAYNE: Yet he has the cast-iron
front to rise and sur that he iz a farmer.

The TEMPORARY CHATIRMAN : Order!
I ask the hon. member for Murrumba to

w 1fhcha“ the statement “ That is a deliber-
ate lie”

Hear, heoar!
I pay more wages than you

Mr. Warren: I with w. in deferener
to vour wishes, Mr. Pollock, but the state-
ment s antrue.

[28 AvcrsT.]
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3r. PAYNIE: Ias the hon. m“mbor for
arumba denjed that he is working =
arm on the share av afe ‘—ﬂmt during

months he has had four or
five did'c:ont familics on that farm?
Mr., Waznex: I Pave had only one.
Ap. PAYNE: I will fake the hon. mein-
)

Ler’s word that he has had only one. The
! tries to foil this Commiftes

that he to the primary producer:.
He is of man that the Labouv
party for all time has been tiying to get rid
O

Mr. WaARpEN: That is quite iruc.

Mr. PAYNE: He thinks that.
in innuendo and throwing slurs across tu
this side, it is going to have an effect on
the workers of Queensland <o far as the
Labour (Government are concerned. I do

by zpeaking

not mind such men saying what they like
about what the Labour Govermment have

done, because I know very well that the
average intelligent worker of Queensland
knows without anyone telling him what the
Lalbour Government ‘have done for him
during the last seven years.

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I rise to a point
of order. Has this anything to do with the
vote ?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member for Mitchell to confine his
remarks to the vote under discussion. I
ha(\ic already allowed him considerable lati-
tude.

Mr. PAYNE: So far as the Commissioner
of Priccs is concerned, the hon. member for
Murrumba menticned that he was not giving
the cream producers a fair deal. As a
matter of fact, neither the Commissioner
nor the (;overnment had anything to do
W ith it. The co- operahve dairy company at

Jaboolture and the big co-operative com-
panics all over Qucan%ldnd recently decided

to give about 7d. or 8d. per lp. for the
butter-fat contents while butter was 2s.
a 1b. We have heard a lot of talk about

butter during this debate. As a matter of
fact, it was the co-operative companies
throughout Queensland that reduced the price
of the butter fat content. I mentioned the
matter to the manager of onc of the biggest
butter factories in Queensland.

Mr. MorGAN : What is his name?

Mr. PAYNE: The manager in Cabool-
ture said they had given more for the butter-
fat content for soms twelve or oitrhtc 7
months previously, and when they manufac-
tured the hutter they did not get as rauch as
they had given for the cream; consequently
the pi-oducers had to suffer a slump. The
Government had nothing to do with it.

Mr. Morean: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. PAYNE: I know full well what I
am talking about. The co-operative butter
factories in Queensland have regulated the
pliee of cream. Can the hon. member deny
that? If the co-operative concerns made a
blunder in giving a big price for the cream,
it is their own lookout. I resent very much
any Opposition member hurling insults and
slurs at Labour men, saying that we are not
in earnest. If they have no other argument,
they had better remain in their seats.

Mr. Payne.]
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Mr. WARREXN #wrrumfa): The hon,
member for Flinders has made a personal
attack upon me. and an untrae attack. There
was not one word of truth in his statements.

Mr. Payye:

on shares?
Mr. WARREN: T am not working a farm
on shares.
Mr. Payne: Heve you noever
Mr. WARREN : I have not worked a farm
on shares for 12 months.

Alr. Pay '*'fmp‘v because the grass is
5o bad that your cows have gone dry. {Loud
laughter.}

Mr. WARREN: That

Are rou not working a farm

done so?

w

the kind of

twister that the hon I pay my
dairy farmer £4 per week. I que»txon
hﬂthm the hon. member ever paid £4 a

£4 in all his life,
I have paid £10 a week in

weelk in his hife-—or
M. PavsE:
wages.

GOVERNMENT Mrpusers: Hear, heay!

Mr. WARREXN: I do

not wish to have any
debate wirth the hon.

member about what he

has paid. 1 am quite willing to

[9 pom.] get a referemes from the man

working for me, if there is any

necessity for ir.  The hon. member for

Mitchell backed up everrthing I eaid with

regard to  price-fixing  with respect to

farmers. e said that it was the butter
factories which were fixing the price.

Mr. Payxe: I did not say
the kind. T said that it was the
factories that regulated the prics
fat content.

Mr. WARREN : That is exactly what I
say. The hon. gentleman is not big minded
enough to follow the logical reasoning of
my argument. The butter factories are not
responsible for the price. They are com-
pelled, because of other circumstances, to
declare a price which they wonld not other-
wise declare.
 Mr. Hamrrey:
eircumstances ?
Mr. WARREN :
Mr. HARTLEY : Because they paid teo much
vear ago over in London.

Mr. WARREN: 'The
governs the price.  The
power to fix the price
consumption. They

anything of
butter
~ for butter

What wre the other

The market value.

o

world
CGovernment
cf butter for home
have fixed that price,
and, what is more, they have confiscated the
farmers’ butter, with the rosalt that the
farmers have lost hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

Me. W, COOPER (Foscwond):
member for Murrurats hm tri
this Committoe in connestion v
of the price of hutter-fat

parity
have

The hon.
d to mislead
h the fixation
or the producer,

WarReEN : D}
Afr, WL

toor-fat?

COOPER: Yoz, what would the
ember call it? When the (lovernment
relinquished the control of pricofixing of
butter, the Queensland Dairy (‘nmpany at

Booval gave the farmers 7d. and 8d. a lb.
for their butter-fzt at the same time the

price of bufter to the consumer was fixed at
1s. 7d. per lb. TIs that sc?

Mr. BeEBBINGTON: Nc.
[Mr. Warrcn.
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Mr. W. COOPER: If the hon. gentleman
'3 that is not so, he does not know what he
talking about. The balance-sheet of the
Queensland Dairy Company at Booval dis-
closes that they had to reclaim a certain
amount of moncy from the producers which
was over and above what they had received
for the butter. They did that in order to
make up the difference between the amount
paid and the amount realired by the factory.
That applicd to every factory throughout the
Stare.  When the Commonwealth Govern-
ment were supplving the Imperial Govern-
ment under contract at 274s. per cwt. the
producers  of Qunencnnd were getting  a
higher pllCP for butter-fat than any other
State of the Commonwealth,  Undoer the
price-fixing stern in Queensland  264s, per
cwt. vas paid to the producer.

My, VOWLES (Dalby): We

50
i

have heard a

rood deal of = Ves-No 7 argument this after-
oG,
My, W, Coorer: It has all come from hon.

members opposite.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon.

just resumed his

member who has
eat will be replied to very

effeetively by his own words from ¢ Han-
sard.”  The Secrctary for Agriculture started
to take me to task in connection with a

quotation from his speech of two years ago.
He said on that oceasion that price-fixing was
ecconomically unsound. While he still adheves
to that position, he gives some sort of an
explanation which I venture to say no one
else but himself would understand.

All intelligent hon. members

My, VOWLES: Then I am sure the hon.
member for Bowen would not understand it..
The hon. gentleman started to confuse him-
self by starting off by telling the Commitiee
that he could justify his advocacy of “ pro-
duction for use and not for profit.”

Mr., Coruing: Is
use ?

Ir. VOWLES: I cannot understand the
scientific way the hon. gentleman is trying
to turn those words, The wpw:onhtivm of
country districts look at it in only one way.
Socializsation of industry means ploductlon
for use. The people in the country want to
set a fair return for their 1110du("r10n for the
hencfit of the people in the city, the same as
the workers in the city desire o get a full
return for the work that they do. 1 think
that it was Josh Billings who said ‘‘ Figures
never lie, but some lHars often figure.” We:
have heard figures quoted to- nxgrht by the
Premicr and the gemomw for Agriculture,
The Premier, in order to prove corbain state-
meoentz, once more quoted Knibbs’s tables, I
told him that he was confusing the matter
and that he was not fair to the Committee,
berause he was introducing into the argu-
ment the question of household rent, which
every child knows has, for many vears, been
to the advautage of Queensland, because the
cost of building here is much less than in
New South Wales, where they are construct-

not all production for

ing stons houses as against wooden houses
constructed here. The Secretary for Agricul-
ture, by way of justifying the pricefixing

jegistation and his rmp.u‘cment started to

point out that £750,000 had been saved to the
people of Oueonsland by price-fixing. He
might just as well have said £7,750,000, be-
cause he gave his own figures, estimated it
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in his own way. and came to his cwn conclu-
sjons without any basis at all; and, when he
was challenged. he pointed to the facr that
the Government vere able to show that on
fortilisers there had been a saving of some-
thing like £10.000 to the consumer. 'That
proves that what lias been said by hon, mem-
bers on this side in respeet to the effect of
the fization of price of fertilisers Is corre
rhat the preducers of fertilisers ave cxport-
ing their product out of Australia to the
detriment of the favimers. They ave getfing
a hoiter price abroad than they are permitted
to receive in Quesnsland.
Why did the f:
to be fixed, if that i«
Mr. VOWLES: The whole
nomically unsound. If the
sent awaw, the farmers
in canscquence.  The
reviewed.

i

mers ask
the case?

The PruER:
for the price

thing is eco-
fertilizovs  are
lands are suffering
position should be

Mr. Hartigy: That is not an argument
against price-fixing. That is an argument

agail the Commonwezalth Governmeng
allowing the fertiliser to be exported.

My, VOWLES: We bave no power to con-
trol the Federal Government or ro prevent
any exportation, In one breath we have
the Secretary for Agriculture saying that this
department has been responsible for a
decrease in prices, and then we have other
hon. memboers on the other side saving that
the reason why State stations have been a
failure is because of the loss of market. and
the tremendous slump i cattle, which i+ the
aftermath of war. They state that theve is
a surplus of stock because there is no induce-
ment for exportation. I admit that at the
present time there 13 a shortage of killable
wattle, but until recently there was a tre-
mendous number of cattle in Queensland
being sold at any price at all, because people
had to got vid of them. As a natural
soquence the price of cattle dropped from
the grower right dovwn to the buteher and
fh'd consumes, JII(]. 1'{‘\(‘: G()\'U]'Il?]'l()lit now turn
round and tell you in one breath that ther
arc losing mouney ou the State stations 8
vesult of this misfortune, and in the next
breath they tell you that there is a decrease
in the pm(o of ‘meat because it has been
uced by the Commissioner of Prices. How
idiculous ! If these ave the only arguments
the Government can bring forward for retain-
ing this doputment then it is a Yory poor
compliment indeed to tho department.

Mr. MORGAN (Vurilla): A

member of

Parliamnent wants o have a very good
memory. The hon. member for Rosewood,

said—

“ He did not think a fair price had
been fixed. The primary producer, dus-
ing the past five years, had not had 4

when speaking in 1920,

fair deal, not only from the Federal
Government, but also from the State
Government. He was at the Rockhamp-

ton Labour Conference in 1916, and he
had opposed price-fixing under any con-
sideration so far as dairying was con-
cerned.”

Yet to-night the hon. member made quite
a different statement in regard to fixing the
price of butter.

Payne: No.

Mr. MORGAN : In 1820 he stated that he
<did not believe in price-fixing. He also said
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that the fay had not got a fair deal
from thi~ Go mient, and only recently a
circuluar w wed by two gentlemen who
have rec become  the friends of the

Harris and M.

P

for o Alr
o ave direstors of a la
on the Downs an
horhe Premier

Promiee—
Purcell
e eoinp
barsl 1 glove wiy

in connce-

tien with s agricultural schewe. These
gontlemen iv-ucd a report last vear showing
that. owing t» the action of the Labour
Government. the dairvy farmers hud  lost
£250,000 w- a resulr of priefixing.

PayNi: No.

Ay \1()‘{(; AN X"U cannot mxl\o a state-
ment one day ard r,nu contradier it another
dev. The hon. memboer for Rosewood made
cae statement in 1920, and now he endeavours
to turn round and contradict it; Dbur his
spoech was l'vpmtﬂd in * Hamsard 7 for 1920,

¥or {ive veav~ the Labour Government have
rot been the primary producer a fair
deal. If we recozmise the principle of price-

fixing, why not be fair all round? Why
should it apply only to what may be termed
the nec su]'ios of iife. such as butter, cheese.
bread. cte.” 1t is jusr as important to fix
the price ot boot What has the Commis-
sioner of Prices done in regard to fixing the
price of boots? It is just as ifmporfant in
regavd to othor article~. I s=av the Commis-
stoner of s has not been consistent.
The Px('mm tried to draw a red he

ing

across the trail when I referred to the prices
dm]god b (1rv hotel:,  The hon. r*ontleman
referre:d cading  hotels where ““jazz”
evenings place. 1 believe it iz illegal

for o

party to be held in an hotel.

: o the Premier has attended more
“jazz T parties than I bave. 1 have never
been to a “ jazsr’ pariv at a hotel in my
& ¥ ; A

in the social columny of the
Press that the Premier ha< been present at
“jazzes”’ so evidently he can speak with
authority., I <o not intend that the hon.
gentleman shall in any \\ ha mt\quofo what [
was referring to, The Premier has quoted
cortein figures. but T am doubtful whether
he esn name one hotel in the city of Bris-
bane where board cau be obrained for less
than £2 2« per week.

The Preyvier: I sav

Mr. MORGAN : 1 know that in what may
be called -ond-clazs hotels, or' third-class
hoard cannot be obtained at the price
quoted by the Premier. It may be possible
to obtain board at the rate quoted in board-
ing-houses, but country people who come to
Brisbane for a week or two cannot get into
boarding-housex.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hfe. but 1 notice

I can

The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him by the Standing Orders.
Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): As a good

many hon. members have spoken to-night in
connection with the butter industry, % 1s
only fair to say that two years ago the
Government did not give us a fair deal, but
the Commissioner had nothing at all to do
with the question for some considerable time,
I am surprised at the want of knowledge on
the part of some hon. members on the Govern-
ment benches in regard to the butter indus-
try. Some hon. members have spoken about
“dry”’ shareholders.

Mr. ForDE: There arve “drs”’ share-
holders in vonnection with the Rockhampton
butter faciory.

My, Walker.}
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Mr, WALKER: The amount of money We are well able to control our particular
they get can only be intrvest on the capital  busi If the Counnisioner finds that we
invested, and that would not amount to a ren  have ome 1 monopoly, no doubt hie will

poun:d npote in a rear.
ironths ago veelamations had to be made.
In other words, we had to pay back moneyr
that we rererved. That was due, not T
the fault of the dalry companics in Queniis-

We know that some

lsnd or to the fadlt of the farmers in
Queensland; it was due to the Tmperial

(rovernment =etting free large stocks of eold
storage butter of an inferior quality, which
was sold at a considerably 1(d““f’d rate.
Naturaltly, wo had to make good that money

hut to tallk about sixpence or sevempernce
per pr)und for butter is ridiculous. At the
prasent time, the cotapany that I have the
honour to he counceted with paid 2s. 104d.
on last month’s supply, for the simple reason
that the butter realised a much higher
vrice than rhe amount advanced. The dairy
farmer to-day is making particularly good
money, not through the Commissioner of
Prices at all, but as a result of the high
prices, aﬂd owing to the fact that we in
Queensland are 01’gdmaed to such an extent
that we were able to form a Queensland
pool. Prior to that we had a Queensland
end a New South Wales pool, and we were
able to control prices for the benefit of the
farmers. In failrness to the Commissioner
of Prices, I wish to say that he realised,
probably owing to the error he made some
vears ago, that we desired more generous
treatment, and he did not interfere in any
shepe or form.

Hr. IIartiEY: The {factories only
6d. or 7d. per pound six months ago.

Mr. WALKER: That was last January,
when we had so many complaints with
regard to the small price paid; but sioce
then butter has realised more than the agents
advanced, and we have made back payments
fo such an extent that ome company paid
n little over 3s.

The Preier: Does the hon.
that 1he suppliers

paid

member know
to one Rockhampton fac-

tory asked the Commissioner of Prices to
endeavour to award back pay them?
Mr. WALKER: Yes, for the simple

reason rhat, if the company at Rockhampton
had followed the Premier’s advice—I think
the hon. member quoted my company when
he was ap there as hu\'hln‘ made back pay-
ments to those swwho supplied the articlo—
they  would have been doing the correct
thing in the interests of the sharcholders,
because a company which does nor give
back pay 1+ cheating the small man who
woes througlh o dryv poriod out of a cortuin
imoney.  For instance. a man mav be a
dairyman to-day and in three months time
he may be ont of the industrs. The butfer
which he supplies may rvealise a high vrice.
and he is entitled to have the bao} pay
even if he is a non-sharcholder. That should
Lo the Jaw, and a company should be comn-
nelled to make that payvment, but it should
not be left to ihe will of any company.
I juet mention these nheses of th«* qn(\suon
s0 as to have a correct report in ** Hansard ’

ir vegard to the butter industry. The state-
ments made to-night are wrong, and may
wislead those people who are looking to
Queensland  as a1 vplace *to settle in.  The
dairy compenies in Queensland do not want
price-fixing  at all, and the Commissioner
of Prices has realised that from the fact
that he bax not interfered with cur business

[Mr. Walker.

sten

It i= ouly fair to say that the Comunissioner
has dore an enormous amount ol good in
cennection with the bacon industry. When
he found that we were not geitt n a fair
price for our bacom, after we had inter-
viewed him he iminediately raised the price,
showing that he is sympathetic in’ that
direction.

The T

REMIER: l1lcar hear!

AMr, WALKER: T take
of the Commissioner of Prices is not only
to fix prices, but move particularly to
interfere in counection with exploitation. I
was against price-{ixing at one time, bus
since the war I believe price- ﬁmng has
done a fair amount of good. If we see any-
body taking advantage, or a particular pro-
ducer not receiving a living wage, we should
draw the Commissioner’s attention to it. I
believe that when we get back to normal
:onditions the services of the Commissioner
of Prices will not be required, because the
ccmpetition will be so keen in cvery industry
that there will be no occasion for it. There
is norhmn better than competition to bring
the price of every article down to its fair
level.

it that the duty

I recognise that with regard to the meat
trade great harm has been done to small
men by pricefixing, and they have not
received proper consideration. I know
butchers who kill three or four bodies a
v ee Leoceal conditions alter the aspect of
affairs, and those men cannot live under the
prices ruling to-day. Other men in Brisbane
may be \xllmg ten or twentr bodies a week.
I{ the Cominissioner had got a little more
local information with 1‘9gard to those indi-
viduals, he would have been more fair to
them. At the present time they are not
making what they have a right fo make.
You have io take info consideration not
ouly the price ruling in Brisbane, but the
convenience which theso men are e\tendmw
to customers by saving them from having to

send miles for meat and having to put up
with bad meat.

Mr, BREN (Toowoomba): 1 was
very vleased to beayr the broad-minded re-
marks of the hon. member for Cooroora,

whose remarks are always appreciated by
the Committee. The hon. member said that
the law should be altered with regard to
what we call deferred payments to suppliers
of butter factories. At the Southbrook fac-
tory there was a supplier called Cumiskey,
who supplied butter fat fo the Southbrook
co-operative  factory, and then left that
factory and went to the Wyreema factory

which was a private concern. He fnohshlv
left the co-onerative facto The directors

of the Southbrook factory declared divi-
dends, but called them deferred pay, so as
to save income tax, and cut out this man,

of fat to the
made butter to

who supplied a good deal
factory, out of which th
supply the Enghsh market. He could trace
every ounce of his butter fat in the butter
in that factory, and the directors. being
annoved with him. wore in a. position under
the law to declare a dividend against the
interests of this cream sapplier. The hon.
nmemher for (ooroora wishes the law to be
amonded so that directors will not have the
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power to deprive any supplier of these pay-
ments,- and I sapport him in that. I was
interested in the Southbrook case. We won
the case in the police court, and it went to
the District Court, and that court held thas
the directors had power to ignore the rights
of the suppliers of cream and do as they
liked.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : T hope
the hon. member will connect his remarks
with the vote.

Mr. BRENNAN: Hon. members opposite
endeavour to draw me off the subject. The
hon. member for Rosewood was quite con-
sistent and logical when he said, in 1920,
that he did not agree with price-fixing.
To-night he complained of the method of
the directors in paying out certain amounts
to the producers, and later having to re-
cover from the producers money they were
not in a position to repay.

Mr. GLEDBON (Ipswich): I am surprised
at the remarks of Opposition members in
connection with price-fixing. They complain
about prices being fixed in connection with
produce, but we never hear them complain
aboub prices being fixed when workers’ wages
are being reduced. They are quite willing
that workers’ wages should be reduced.
(Opposition dissent.) We find that wages
have been reduced, but hon. members oppo-
site are quite satisfied with that kind of
price-fixing,

Mr. Vowizs: Did you not support it the
other day?

Mr. GLEDSON: I have never supported
the reduction of wages.

Mr. VowLes: Ves you did, by 5 per cent.

Mr. GLEDSON : 1 want to show the people
of Queensland who are their friends, and
refer to what is being done in Victoria af
the present time by the so-called friends of
the farmers. How are they getting on in
Victoria ? On  taking wp yesterday’s
“ Queensland Times” I find these words—

““ PoriTics axp BUTTER.

“When Labour votes wers pre-
dominant in Queensland politics, Iittle
copsideration was shown by the Govern-
ment to the man on the land. Now the
boot is on the other foot, and the poli-
ticians ave currying favour with the
farmers. The butter committee in
Brishane iz maintaining the wholesale
price of first-grade bufter at 224s. a
cwt., in addition to which 1s. 6d. is
charged for each box. This is equivalent
to more than 2s. a lb., and compares
with 187s. & ewt. for choicest butter in
Melbourne, or about Is. 8d. a Ib. It was
expected that the Brisbane quotation
wounld have been reduced last week. That
was nobt done, however, but it is gener-
ally considered in the trade there that
the price is too high. Retailers especi-
ally are becoming nervous owing %o the
discrepancy between State and London
prices. According tc latest advices from
Brisbane, weather conditions in the
dairying districts are unchanged; but,
despite the dryness, an increase in pro-
duction of butter is reported from all
centres. Arrivals- at Brisbane are now
at their lowest, but a surplus iz avail-
able for export.”

(29 Avcvsr.]
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We find the hon. member for Drayton and
others, in 1918-20, complaining about the
attitude this Government took up to prevent
the middlemen sending away buticr to Vie-
toria and other places and obtaining big
prices for it, and then raising the price in
Queensland, They prevented one shipment.
of butter going away which would have
meant £8000 out of the pockets of the
people of Queensland, and which would have
gone into the middlemen’s pockets.

Mr., BerpINGTON :

Mr. GLEDSON: All we could get at one
time from the hon. member for Drayton was,
“ (Give us London parity, and we will be
quite satisfied.” They do not want London
parity now, but they say, ‘ Give us the
price they are getting in Melbourne.” Now
they are getting 4d. or 5d. per lb. over the
Melbourne price, and still they complain
they are not getting & fair deal. They have
been left alome and are getting a fair deal.
Directly the industrial workers take up the
same attitude, and say, * We have a com-
mittee which has decided on fair wages, and
we ave going to have these wages,” hon.
members opposite complain about it. They
use every method—military methods and

every other kind—to try and get

[9.30 p.m.] the men to accept a lower

wage. Now we want these men
to be consistent. First they say they want
London parity, and then later on they say
they do not want London parity. One day
they want the price ruling in Melbourne
because it is 4d. or 5d. better than the
Queensland price, and then, when the price
drops in Melbourne. they do not want the
Melbourne price. Let them be consistent.
If they say the same thing to-day, to-morrow,
and next day, we know they are honest.
But when they keep changing their views
and show they are not consistent, we know
they are only trying to fool the farmers and
consumers in Queensland. What I have
quoted gives an idea of what they are getting
under the Nationalist Government in Vie-
toria for their butter. So far as the Queens-
land consumers are concerned, the Commis-
sioner has prevented them from being
exploited by the people who buy the butber
and send it to Victoria, and then have it
sent back here to be sold at the fixed price.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Prayton): The hon.
member made a mistake when he said the
profiteer was making £12.000 or £15000 oub
of the butter, because in Queensland there is
only one dealer that has any private interests
in & butter factory in Queensland.

The PremIEr: But there are agenis and
dealers.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: But they only get
& commission.

Mr. W. Coorer: What commission do yow
pay?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Two and a-half per

MNonsense,

cent. No one can maintain an office under
that commission, The co-operative com-

panies know that. No co-operative company
15 foolish encugh to allow the private specu-
lators to make a lot of money out of their
butter. If they did, they would not deserve
the confidence of the suppliers, and they
would not be re-elected as directors. We are
not out to cut down the worker’s wages.
We want him to get good wages, so that he
will be able to pay a fdir price for our
foodstuffs.
OprosiTion MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Bebbington.]
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Mr. BEBRINGTON : The other night the
Secretary for Mines said that in the coal
industry there were too many coalminer
-engaged in the industry, and it was neces-
sary to fix a price for coal, so that the men
could earn a living wage in two or three
days,

The SrorETARY FOR MI . 1 said that the
hewing rate was fixed so that a man could
earn sufficient in two or three days to keep
him for a week.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Ves, he has to carn
a week’s wages in two or three days. I
will show the interest that this Government
$ake in the primary producers by quoting a
question which I asked in this House on Ist
September, 1915 On . page 501 of
“Hansard ” for that year 1 asked the
Premuer the following question:—

“ Seing that the Price Board fixes a
maximum price on dairy produce, will
he give instructions to the board to fix
a minimum price which will give those
engaged in the industry a living wage.”

“Po that the Premier replied—

“The Chief SBecretary has no power
to give any such direction.”

The Commissioner has power to fix the price,
yet the Premier said he had no power to
give him instructions or to allow him to fix
the price. Then, on page 403 of * Hansard”
for the same year, Mr. Foley made use of the
following words :—

“ When I came here, butter was 2s. 1d.
and 2s. 2d. per lb. in Brisbane, and in
less than a week after the Government
started operations it was 1s. 11d. per
1h. If the hon. member had a big family
like I have he would know what it meant
to have 2d. per lb. taken off butter.”

{Laughter.) Then, on page 81 of “ Hansard”
for the same year, we have the following—
“Mr. Srevens (Hoesewood): Is it a
fact that the Government purchased 225
boxes of Maleny butter from the
Farmers’ Co-operative Distributing
Company at 186s. per cwt. net ex store?
“The Premier: Yes.
“ Mr. Srevens: Has the butier been
sold by the Government?
“The Premier: VYes.

“ Mr. Srevens: To whom, and what
was the price realised?

“The Premier: One hundred boxes
have bheen sold to McKeever and Com-
pany, Melbourne, at 220s. per cwt. f.0.b.
Brisbane; the remainder has been
utilised by Government departments.”

McKeever and Company sold this butter
shortly afterwards at 232s. per cwt. If if
had been left to the co-operative companies
to deal with in their own way, they would
have managed their business a great deal
better than the Government did, and they
would have got more for it.

Question put and passed.

INTELLIGENCE AND TOURIST BUREAT.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington) moved—
“That £2,740 be granted for °Intel-
ligence and Tourist Bureaun.””

[ Mr. Bebbington.
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Mr. TORDE (Rockhampton): Before the
vote goes through I want to say a few words
in regard to the publication of a new booklet
onn Central Queensland. The last booklet
was published in 1914, Great developments
have taken place in Central Queensland since
then, and the statistics contained in that
book are to-day out of date, particularly in
regard to land settlement and the industries
which are being carried on in that part of the
State. For instance, to~day cotton is one of
the chief industries in Central Queenslend.
There have been thousands of acres of addi-
tional land thrown open for settlement. No
mention is made of i in the present booklet
on Central Queensland. Many parts of the
district in 1914 were undeveloped, and to-day
they have been developed to an advanced
stage, and intending settlers cannot place
any reliance on the out-of-date book that is
at present issued by the bureau with regard
to Central Queensland. I will show the
wonderful progress made in one indusiry
alone—namely, the cotton industry.

At 9.40 p.m.,
The CHsRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. FORDE: The year before last in the
Dawson Valley district cotion was grown on
only 260 acres, whereas last season cotton
was harvested from 2,500 acres, and in Central
Queensland next season cotton will be picked
from approximatbely 60,000 acres. The result
of this progress has been that there i3 a great
demand for land in Central Queensland.
People are going there from different parts
of Australia, and it is necessary that they
should have an up-to-date bocklet on the
digtrict. 1 would also urge that a separate
booklet be prepared on the Dawson Valley,
dealing specially with the cotton industry,
and giving particulars as to the land suitable
for cotton-growing, the detalls of the guaran-
tee, and so on. I think another booklet might
be prepared on the Upper Burnett lands and
the Callide Valley, dealing with the different
kinds of scils and crops for which they would
be suitable, whilst a special booklet might be
published on the Dawson Valley water
conservation and irrigation scheme. The
Premier was good enough to give Central
Queensland members an opportunity of going
with him over the wonderful lands that are
t0 be opened up by the Rannes to Castle Creek
hranch railway and the further branch to
Delusion Creek. Such a booklet would be
very helpful and would advertise the wonder-
ful opportunities which Central Queensland
affords to intending settlers.

I am pleased to notice that an additional
£1,000 is placed on the HEstimates for adver-
tising Queensland, I am one of those who
believe that we do not spend sufficient in
advertising our State and its wonderfal
resources and the assistance we give to intend-
ing settlers. The additional £1,000 wili be
money well spent. I am only sorry it is not
more, My experience in meeting sebtlers
from other parts of Australia and putting
before them the opportunities we give to
settlers is that many of them are induced to
go to Central Queensland. If we had up-fo-
date literature and statistics to give them, we
could get a considerable number of additionsl
settlers. We might take a leaf out of the book
of the authorities in America, who spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds in adver-
tising, their watchword being that they
should boost their wonderful resources and
get the right people there. We should beost
our country more, and teach other people
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~what we have in this State, and the ready
assistance we are prepared +to give them.
"Too often do we find misrepresentation and
abuse of Queensland, too many people are
ready to defame the State. I believe there
is scope for a good journalist to write up
‘Queensland and her wonderful potentialities.
I must at this stage congratulate Mr. T. C,
Troedson on the excellent work he is doing.
I had the opportunity of travelling round
with the British Fmpire Exposition Mission
d  meeting Mr, Troedson at different
points, and he is the right man in the right
place. I notice that a sum of £3000 is put
on the Istimates for preliminary expenditure
in conncchion with fhat exposition. I am
pleased to see that, because 1 -had the oppor-
tunity of accompanying the mission to Cen-
tral Queensiand and showing them what we
produce, and pointing out our various indus-
tries and taking them through our cotion
lands. They were greatly impressed, and
will go back to the other side of the world
and speak of Central Queensland in a very
favourable manner.
The CHAIRMAN: I would point out to
the hon. member that that item is under the
head of ‘“ Miscellaneous Services.”

Mr. FORDX : Ves, but the officer in charge
of the Tourist Bureau took that mission up
there. They did very useful work, and they
will make Queensland and Australia befter
known to the people on the other side of
the world. I have to ask that the Sydney
branch of the Intelligence and Tourist Bureau
be brought up to date. I again urge that the
booklets I have mentioned should be pub-
lished. I want up-to-date information, and
more money spent in advertising the wonder-
ful resources of Central Queensland and the
opportunities we afford to intending settlers,
becausé we want hundreds and hundreds more
on the land growing cotton and making
Central Queensland the true cottonopolis of
Australia.

Question put and passed.

MUSEUM, BRISBANE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 beg to move—
“ That £3,064 be granted for ¢ Museum,
Brishane.” ”
Question puf and passed.

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF QUEENSLAND.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
AL J. Jones, Paddington): 1 beg to move—
“That £1,782 be granted for ° Public
Library of Queensland.””
Question put and passed.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hou.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 beg to move—
“That £6,988 be granted for ‘Public
Service Commissioner.”

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): There iz one
matter in connection with which I would like
t0 make a passing reference. We have had
a report from the Commissioner, but I find
in it no table of officers appointed under the
special provisions of the Act without exami-
nation. I think we should have that infor-
mation. Ordinary members of the public
service must qualify by examination, and we
should know exactly for what reason any
others have been appointed and the gualifi-
cations they have. It cannot be a very large

[29 Avgusz.]
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table. The Public Service Commissioner has
to carry the burden of many of the sins of
omission and commission of the Government,
of retrenchment, of victimisation, and so on,
and I think the Government should take their
share of the responsibility.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoe) : Tt is becoming more difficult each
vear to prepare an intelligible table showing
the admissions to the public service that are
not made by wayv of examination, because
the conditions are governed by awards and
industrial agreements. Last year there were
practically no admissions to the clerical or
professional divisions of the service on certifi-
cates showing there was no one in the service
capable of Alling the position. For thai
reascn no special mention of it has been
made in the report.

Question put and passed.

THURBDAY ISLAND.

The PREMIER (Hon. HB. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): 1 beg to move—
“ That £281 be granted for ¢ Thursday

Island.

Mr. GREEN (Pownsville) : Have any better
facilities been made for shipping at the port
of Thursday Island? For some time pash
that Northern outpost of Queensland—one of
our most imporfant outposts—has been prac-
tically deprived of shipping facilities because
there has not been sufficient lighting in con-
nection with the port, and many oversea
vessels lie oufside and do not go into the
harbour—a harbour which is quite safe and
which is capable of holding the largest ship-
ping that comes to Australia. Certainly, it
is a small centre, but it is capable of a great
deal of development in connection with the
various products that are found on our
northern goastline from Thursday Island
down to Cape Capricorn. We could work
up a very fine export trade in those marine
products. Last session I asked the then
Treasurer (Mr. Fihelly) whether anything
could be done, and received what to a certain
extent was an evasive reply. It would be to
the advantage of the State and to the credit
of the Government if they would make that
an important shipping port by providing an
opportunity for oversea vessels to enter.

The PREMIER (Hon. B. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): 1 am afraid I cannot throw very
much light on the subject. The matter has
not been brought specifically before my notice,
and no protest has been made to me in
recent months.

Mr. GREEN:
year.

The PREMIER : I was not aware of that.
There was a difficulty some months ago. The
Thursday Island people were unable, through
inadeqguacy of shipping, to get certain goods
carried to Thursday Island. An arrangement
was made on one occasion to have a vessel
call there. The HKastern vessels call there
for their own convenience—replenishing their
water supply and other matters—and in that
way the Thursday Island people are pretiy
well served. With regard to the expansion
of the industries that are being carried on
with Thursday Island as a centre, very con-
siderable progress is being made at the
present time, and I have heard no criticism
whatever.

Question put and passed.

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]

I spoke on the matter last
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MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. with the Northern coastal lands, and Mr.
The PREMIER (Eon. Hasterby, who is a well recognised authority

! 3 E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoe): 1 beg to move— '

¢ That £37,525 be granted for *Misx
cellaneous Services.” ”’

There are some changes in this vote. The
subsidy for the steamer service between Bris-
bane and the Gulf ports, which was arranged
the year before last, still stands. The appro-
priation asked for is the same as that asked
for last year. Although a lesser amount was
actually expended last year, it is expected
that the full amount will be expended this
year. :

¢ Advertising the State” is increased by
£1,000, because it is intended to do a little
more advertising in an endeavour to resusci-
tate the tourist traffic to North Queensland.

Expenditure for the benefit of returned
soldiers and cost of services rendered to
patriotic funds has been reduced to £20,000,
Last year £45000 was appropriated, but
only £31,000 was expended, and it is a
diminishing obligation. It is expected that
£20,000 will be quite sufficient to meet the
requirements of the year.

We are asking to be provided with £2,525,
which is Queensland’s quota towards the
appointment of a Trade Commissioner in
the Rast. All the mainland States are
participating in that.

The preliminary expenses in connection
with the British Empire Hxhibition will
absorb £3,000. Queensland’s quota will prob-
ably run into anything up to £15,000 by the
time the exhibition is over, but only £3,000
will be required during this financial year.
That exhibition, hon. members no doubt are
well aware, will be held in England in
April, 1924, All the States and the Com-
monwealth are participating. The cost to
the Commonwealth will exceed £50,000. It
is understood that it will result in very good
advertising for Australia. All the dominions
are participating.

We are asking for £1,000 to provide for the
expenses of a Royal Commission to inguire
into further sugar-mill sites in Queensland.
There is no necessity for me to dwell upon
that beyond saying that the Commission will
require to go into the question of the loca-
tion of the most suitable sites for the sugar-
mills that undoubtedly will require to be
built—at least one.

Mr. GmEEN: Are you throwing over the
old Commission’s report?

The PREMIER: No. The last Commis-
sion’s report was made in 1916, if I remember
aright. On account of the rapid development
of North Queensland, it is necessary to get
the latest advice before we commit ourselves
to the location of the sites. Considerable
development has taken place in the last six
years in North Queensland, and it is well
to have further inquiry, more especially as
new districts are asking that they shall be
selected as the sites for the sugar-mills. I
do not say that that will lead to the abandon-
ment of the recommendations of the previous
Commission. The Commission will probably
be on the same basis as the last Commission.
1t will consist of a police magistrate as chair-
man—perbaps Mr. Harris, Mr. Dean, or
one of the police magistrates who can be
allotted to that work—with Mr. Salisbury,
Lands Commissioner, who is well acquainted

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.

upcn sugar culture.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): This vote is of
great importance. The money spent in con-
nection with subsidising a steamer service to
the Gulf is necessary and money well spent.

We want to make the North

[10 p.m.] attractive, and to preserve the

White Australia. policy, and,
therefore, we must give the people there
access to the necessaries of life. I remem-
ber the history of the ¢ Douglas Mawson.”’
The State enterprise in that connection has
been a huge fallure, and now we have to
fall back on private enterprise and subsidise
it. There is an increase of £1,000 in connec-
tion with advertising the State. I would
like to draw the Premier’s aitention to cer-
tain articles which appeared in the * Daily
Mail,” and I would also like some information
with respect to our old friend Mr. Randolph
Bedford. The  Daily Mail” of 9th Novem-
ber. 1921, states—

“ OFr 70 AMERICA.
“ MR. BEDFORD’S TRIP.
“Is he on Government Duty!

“The statement that Mr. Randolph
Bedford, M.L.C., and Miss Harrie Now-
land, two journalists, had received com-
missions on behalf of the Government to
undertake tate publicity work im

America was referred to Mr. Gillies.
(Acting Premier) yesterday.
“Mr. Gillies said that Mr. Bedford

had left Brisbane on Saturday for Sydney
en route to America. He knew that he
had had a talk with Mr, Theodore
recently, but could not say if he had a.
commission on behalf of the Government
on the lines suggested.

“ Mr, Gillies did not know, either, ib
Miss Nowland had a commission.”

On the following day the “ Daily Mail” con--
tained this parapraph—

“ Quire Wrowng !
GOVERNMENT COMMISSION DENIED.

“ Mr. Randolph Bedford was with the
Premier of Queensiand (Mr. Theodore) in
Sydney to-day, when the suggestion that
the Queensland Government was despatch-
ing publicity agents to America was
mentioned to them. Mr, Randolph
Bedford said there was nothing in the
statement. ‘ :

“<The suggestion that Mr. Randolph
Bedford had a commission from the
Queensland Government is quite wrong,
Mr. Theodore said, ‘it is also wrong to:
say that anybody at all has such a com-
mission. Mr. Bedford will leave for
America soon on a private mission, and
T have asked him fo inquire into a certaim
matter.” ”’

T am very anxious to know what the item
of £2,000 for advertising the State last year
comprises. I want to know, in particular,
whether Mr. Randolph Bedford did get any
payment for publicity work on behalf of
Queensland while he was in America or else-
where, and also what the lady mentioned in
the same paragraph received. Mr. Randolph
Bedford, while he was here as an M.L.C.,
regeived certain payments which were always:
covered up. We could never understand whw
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he was here. He was a journalist imported
from New South Wales, and appointed to the
Upper House with apparently no occupation
to follow save that of a journalist.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ITe was
an old NMorth Queenslander.

Mr. VOWLES: He was in North Quecns-
tand many years ago. He came into Queens-
tand, and disappeared as suddenly as he came.
While he was heve he received certain fees
for publicity work for the Government.

The PreMier: He received money from the
Nationalist Government for publicity work,
B,

Mr. VOWLES: I do not care whom he got
it from. He received fees even after there
had been a denial that he was recéiving them.
In this article 1t is denied that he is a
publicity agent for Queensland. All I want
to do is to find out the truth. What did he
get? Was he a publicity agent? What fees
did he receive, and what were his particular
functions? What does this article refer to
when it says that he was to inquire into a
certain matter on behalf of the Queensland
Government ? Knowing Mr. Randolph
Bedford, as I know him, I am certain he
would not be doing that for nothing.

The vote for the Royal Humane Society
of Australusia and the vote for the Royal
Society of Queensland are the same. The
expenditure for the benefit of returned sol-
diers 1s a diminishing quantity, and only
£20,000 are asked for this year, as against
£45,000 last year. The Premier did not give
us any information as to the expenses of the
Commonwealth Prickly Pear Board, for
which purpose £2,000 are asked. The same
amount was voted last year, and I would
like to know if that is a recurring expendi-
ture. I would also like to know how much
of last vear’s vote was utilised in connec-
tion with the services of the board. I
niotice also that there is an amount of £2,525
for the expenses of the Australian Trade
Representative in the Kast. I understand
that is in accordance with an arrangement
between the Commonwealth Government and
the various States: the Commonwealth Go-
vernment bears a proportion of the expense
and the States bear their proportion on a
per capita basis,

There is one item that seems a rather
strange one, and that is ¢ Allowance to the
Lieutenant-Governor, £350.” Probably you,
Mr. Kirwan, heard a certain gentleman who
occupies that position to-day state a few
vears ago, from the very spot on which I
now stand. that the position of Governor
was an effete one and quite unnccessary.
Tfow times have changed! Iere is a Gov-
ernment  to-day, which is supposed to be
practising economy, making provision for
£950 per annum in the naturc of an annuity
for the future for a gentleman who occupies
a position which is a sinecure. In the past
it has been customary for the Chief Justice
of the State fo carry out the functions of
Licutenant-Governor.

The  PrEMIER: No—mnot  Lieutenant-
Governor. Sir Arthur Morgan occupied that
position for snveral years.

Mr., VOWLES: Perhaps not in the im-
mediate past, but previously it was cus-
temarz for the Chief Justice to fill the posi-
tion of Licutenant-Governor, and there was
1o salary attached to the office except that
he received half the combined salaries when
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the Governor was absent from the State.
Whevre is the necessity for the present pro-
vision? Why should the Governor not have
the power o appoint a proxy? He might
appoint me. He might appoint you, Mr.
Kirwan. (Laughter.)
Mr. W. Cooper: There is no fear of him
(Renewed laughter.)

appointing you.

Mr., VOWLES: I do not think there is.
H> might appoint me as his adviser.
(Laughter.) I do not sce how the Govern-
ment can have the tomerity to ask this
Committee to vote £950 to provide an
annuity for one of their friends, who pre-
sumably has carried out his part of the
contract—I do not wish to say more than
that. I do not wish to attack the Lieutenant-
Governor as such; but we know what was
the position in the past, and no doubt he is
now granted an annuity on account of what
he has done; and the Government now ask
us to consent to it, in face of the fact that
we Lknow this gentleman is over 70 years
of age. We know these very gentlemen oppo-
site said that the judges of the Supreme
Court were incapable of fulfilling their
duties because of their age, and yet we are
asked to agree to this vote which is in
direct opposition to the principles this Go-
vernment put on the statute-book—that once
a man is over 70 years of age his services
should be dispensed with.

The Prewier: There is no such thing as
an annuity provided.

Mr. VOWLES: It amounts to it. Why
should they pick on a gentleman who is
over 70 years of age, and at the same time
dispense with the services of the judges?
If it is necessary to practise economy and
deduct 5 per cent. from the salaries of
struggling public servants with families, and
h big responsibilities, why appoint a
Licntenant-Governor? That is one of the
items we can economisz on. The Govern-
ment have attacked a whole section of the
public service in order to save £15,000.
They have disgraced themselves from the
fact that they have brcken agreements and
rromis in the past; they have undone
agreeinents which have been registered in
the Industrial Arbitration Court; they have
done those things which we are told on
principle should not be done; they have
broken sacred agreements entered into. all
in the cause of economy, and yet at the same
time, ipstead of practising economy, they
create a post which will be a sinccure. ]

The PreMiER: Do you want us to dismiss
a Lieutenant-Governor who is appointed by
the King?

AMr. VOWLES: This very gentleman
wanted to get vid of the Governor altogether.
1f we look at their nletform, we find that
it includes the abolition of the office of
Srate Giovernor; vof now they want to create
two (Governovs. I am altogether opposed

to that vote, and I awm prepared to vote
against it.

The 1PmEMIER: Do vou now that the
Tientenans-Governor’s Comniission is signed
by the King's ewn hand?

Ay, VOWELES: T vemember 2r Rando}ph
Bedford saving the same about his appomnt-
menr to the Legisletive Couneil

The PremIrr: My, Randolph Bedford was
not appointed by the King.

AMr. VOWLES: I am opposed to the
expenditure of that mouey, because I think

Mr. Vowles.]
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it is unneressary, and that the money could
be better spent in other directions. With
rard to the proposzed new sugar mills and

the Commission to be appointed, I agree
that that should be done, and I trust that

the Commission will be impartially formed.
The PrrEvmr: It wiil be quite impartial.

Mr, VOWLES: I have heard that M
Harris is to be tlu cheirman, and I think
he iz ome of the straightest men in the
world; but I do not know who the othes
gentlemen are. I have had letters from
Northern people, who tell me that it has
come o light that certain p(,o]\h‘ are pre-
pared to sell the areas in which these mills
are to be established.

The Presier: That i+ a Quess,

VOWLES: I hope it is, because there
be great speculation in land values
if thdf were the case. If we are going
to ve & Commission, let us have amy
imy nhal body. I do not want to sce people
on the sale of p\ononv by
inside information. We know what

wild

gotting
has happeneJ in the past.

. RIORDAN (Burke)
‘]u iz()\ol'xmcw for ostablishing the Gulf
steamer service.  The Government got a
t deal of abuse over thelr suﬂputhetxc
reatment of the Gulf people in the past.
I remember ihat in 1)10\ ious sessions, when
the * Douglas \law:o*] was trading to the
Gulf, hou. membs opposite ridiculed that
arrangement, but t ‘ Douglas Mawson

I want to thank

performsd  the work for which she was
purchased.  When the private shipping com-
panies «discontinued the Gulf service, the

Gu\ erniment came ro the reseue and sent the

*Douglas Mawson” to feed the people in
the Gulf country, who otherwise would have
h‘nd. to go to at expeuse In getting up
their foodstuffs by teams. In thanking the
Government  {or  theip. sympathetie freat-
went, I aw volcing tho «ontiments of the
pm‘)ln in the Gulf country. This
only Government ther have received

thetic treatment from.

)U‘. J. Joxns interjected.

AMr. RIORDAN: The hon. member’s only
argument is repudiation. He kno that a
dredge was sent up to North Quecnsland to
open up a port mm the Gulf country, but
after his friends had taken up land on

the Norman viver and sold it at an increased
value the dradze was quickly taken away.

The present Goserrnent have bees most
umpathetlc to 1ho Gulf country, and I am
sure that in the near future, as a result
of that Sympatnch( treatment, pmspoutv
will be revived. On my recent vixit to
Normanton and BDurketown the residents

asked me to thank the Government for their
sriapathetic treatment of the Gulf country.
(ilear, hear!)

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Personally, I
am pleas-d to see this subsidy for the steamer
service to the Gulf: but, unfortunately. I
cannot sgree with all that the hon. member
has said about the unsympathetic treatment
extended by former (Governments towards
the North. I think that past Governments
have shown the North great consideration.

Mr. Rrorpax: No one up there noticed it.

My, TAYLOR: I think that the traffic
tn the North should be maintained, but I do
not think that the hon. member is right
when he speaks of the criticism from this
side. The criticism in regard to the purchase

[Mr. Vowles.
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of the “ Douglas Mawson” wasx in
to the amount paid for the vessel
because it was purchased to keep open the
traffic with the North. The: Government
pald a considevable ummm': more money for
thc “ Deoug on”’ than was justified.
lvervone on this side agrees that it is an
whiaolute necessity to maintain the commuii-
catton with the North.
OppositioNn Mevpera: Hear,

LIr. TAYLOR: We know that for wears
pest the population of that part of the State
has been dwindling, but it was not the fault
of any (;ovmnn-onr that that state of affairs
arose.  Ulrcumstances have arisen which
have made it difficult for men to hold their
own in the No and mu a satisfactory
living in the varvious puvsuits in which they
were  engaged. It meat of this
subsidy will make the condifions better for
there living in the North, then no ome will
be more pleased than members sitting on
this side of the Chamber. Apart from party
politics and party interestz, we are all here
for the interests of the State, and we all
want to see the State progress and prosper.
We want to sce the North filled with a white
population, and we want to sce that the
population th( re shall be maintained in the
best comfort that can be provided for them.
Personally, I look on the poop‘f\ in the North

regard
and nof

hear !

as heroes and hcroines. They are right
away from all the social comforts which we
e\n]o‘ in the South. They arve battling

gainst long odds in endeavouring to keep
,helr end up, and, therefore, they are
orvi of every possible con=ideration
which this Government or any Government
can give them.
Corriys : Thev are away
evil influcncss of city life.

Mr. TAYLOR: It 1= quite evident that
since the hon. member for Bowen has come
down to Brisbane the city influences are
getting the better of him, When we hear
of him coming out of the Queensland Club
sinoking a big. fat cizar, it is quite evident
that the hon. member Las fallen away from
grace.  {Laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS (Bowsn): I rise to a point
of order. Tt is untrue to say that I came
out of the Queensland Club smoking a big
fat cigar. as hon. members know that I nevey,
smoke. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR : I have no wish to offend
the hon. member for Bowen. There are
other items in the vote which call for
criticiem.  One is the amount paid to the
Prickly-pear Investigation Board. It would
be interesting to know what we get for that
money. We know th‘lt the prickly-pear can
be destroyed: but if it is going to cost
ten times more than the land is worth, it is
a very difficult proposition indeed. It would
be interesting to know if anr advancement
has been made in these investigations. or
whether we ave gaining any knowledge which
we did not me\'lom]v have in this matter,
Then we come to the investigation of the
proposed unification of the rallway gauges.
T assume that that is in conjunction with the
Commonywealth authorities.

The Previer: A Royal Commission.

Mr. TAYLOR: T know there is no vote
this vear. but I was anxious to know how
it was conducted.

I believe in having representation of Aus-
tralian trade in the Kast: but if you go back
and trace the history of the various Govern-
ment representatives to Tastern countries,

from all the
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vou have to write across it the one word
“ Failure.”” My opinion is that a real good
hustling commercial traveller sent to repre-
sent Queensland would do more good than
any Government representative, no matter
how able. The trouble about the Govern-
ment representatives in the past has been
that they have not been good, hustling tra-

vellers, We simply got the usual long Go-
vernment reports, and that was about the
sum and substance of the results. I do not

know what amount is involved in this case,
or whother all the States contribute.

The Prexaer: All the States
tributing, and £12,500 is the cost.

Mr. TAVYLOR: It is a pretty tall bill to
pay for one man.

The PreEMIER: More than one man.

Mr. TAYLOR: I suppose he has some
officers a=sociated with him. I suppose that
if he gets an order for anything, it wili be
divided up amongst all the States: but if
we had a representative of our own, I
believe we would get better returns. ’

Then there is a sum of £850 as ¢ Allow-
ance to the¢ Licutenant-Governor.” I am
thoroughly opposed to that appointment. It
is a pernicious principle to provide positions
of this kind for members of Parliament or
for members when they go out of Parlia-
ment. 'The principle was condemned by the
Premier and his party when in opposition,
but immediately the opportunity comes along
they do not hesitate to make similar appoint-
ments. I suppose that, in addition to the
salary of £950, if the Governor is away
and the Lieutenant-Governor has to act, he
will get a considcrable proportion of "the
present Governor’s salary in addition.

The Premter: 'The hon. member is
wrong.

Mr. TAYLOR : Do I understand the Pre-
mier to say that, when the Lieutenant-
Governor is acting in place of the Governor,
he will get no more than £9507

The PreEmier: The hon. member is wrong
in the statement he made.

Mr. TAYLOR : I am not speaking against
the gentleman who has been appointed; but
1m several instances lately the Government
have introduced ths principle of perquisites
for their friends.

The Premizr: There is no justification for
that statement at ail.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman
allowed certain perquisites to be retained
by members of the Legislative Council after
the abolition of that Chamber. The prin-
ciple is a bad one, and it should bhe cut
out.

Oppositiox MEuBERS : IHear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: I am totally opposed to
thiz appointment or any appointment of the
kind being made.

The PreynEr: The appointment was made
two and a-half years ago by the King.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman made
it.

The PreEMiER: No, I did not.

Mr. Moreax: You advised the King.

Mr. TAVLOR: It is all very well for
the Premier to say that the King made the
appointment. Who asked the King to make

are con-

ity
The Premier: The Secretary of State for
the Colonies,
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My, TAYLOR: Who asked him?
The Promier: The Governor.
Hon. J. G. Appen: Who advised the

Governor ? (Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier is trring to
justify a certain act which he  does not
believe in, although he is responsible for
it. He is endeavouring now by quibble
to get out of it and justify what he knows
is wrong in prineciple.

The PrExier: I am not quibbling, and
I do not desire to get out of my respousi-

bilit>.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have nothing to say
against the provision of £3,000 in connection
with the British HEmpire Exhibition. We
wsni to sce our State fully and properly
represented at that exhibition. I think the
anmount which the Commonwealth are voting
is about £25,000.

The Seceerary rom Mises: The Common-
wealth Government are providing £115,000.

Mre, TAVLOR: We fes]l sure that this
mon will be well spent in advertising
Queensland  in  Great Britain, where we
desive to be advertised as much as possible.
VWe are anxious to sce a strcam of immi-
grants coming out to Queensland and Austra-
lie. to fill our ewmptr spaces and assist In
the development of this great State. There
is a tremendous amount of work to be done,
and the greater the number of people from
our own Empire that we have assisting us
the better it will ke for us and for the
Empire. The last item is ‘ Expenses of
Royal Commission te Inquire into the Neces-
sitv for Additional Sugar Mills.” We are
not against that. I hope the Commission
will not be one of parliamentarians.

Mr. CoLuins: What is your objection to
parliamentarians ?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 think there are men
outside Parliament who could do the work
far better, so far as inguiring into publie
matters is concerned. When members of
Parliament are appointed to these Commis-
5 there is a certain amount of influence
brought to bear upon them by their friends
and others; they are nos free men, as are
individuals who are wnot responsible to
cleetors,

Mr. IIsRILEY: You mean that you cannot
puil them as casily as you can private
mdividuals ?

Mr. TAYLOR : Any Commission should be

entirely  free from Parliament or parlia-
mentary influence. I think that the local
authorities in the sugar-growing areas will

be able to give valuable information to a
Commission as to whether there is necessity
for such mills; eo that, when they are
erccted, they will be in the best poszible
location and will assist in the development
of the particular arcas in which they are
located, as well as increase the value of the
sugar industry.

At 1030 pom.,

The CIHIAIRMAN said: Under the pro-

visions of Standing Order No. 307, I will
now leave the chair and make my report
to the House. .

The Iouse resumed, The  CHAIRMAN

reported progress.
The resumption of the Committec was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow,
Thsz House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.

Mr. Kirwan.]





