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QUEENSLAND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

HLegislative Assembly.

THIRD SESSION OF THE TWENTY-SECOND PARLIAMBENT

APPOINTED TO MEET

AT BRISBANE ON THYL FOURTH DAY OF JULY, IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN
OF IS MAJESTY KING GEORGE V., IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1922.

. [(YOLUME 2 OF 1922.]

FRIDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1922.

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair as 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

ApPLICATION OF ““ GAG " To FINANCIAL
STATEMENT.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the
Premicr—

“1. Can he mention a single instance
in the history of the Queensland Parlia-
ment where, prior to his doing it on
Wednesday night, discussion on the
Financial Statement was suppressed by
the ¢ gag’?—If so, when?

“92 Is it in accordance with the
chivaley he has talked about so much
during the past few days, to ‘gag’ a
debate when the last speaker was one
of his own supporters, thus preventing
any reply to statements and mis-state-
ments contained in that speech?

2 Is he aware, now that he has
restricted discussion on the Address in
Repiy, so that with members taking their
full time allowance, not more than half
the members can have the opportunity
of speaking. and with ¢ gagging’ in the
Financial Statement, Supply, and the
want of confidence motion, that he has
talken from members the right of speak-
ing on those occasions which present the
only opportunities of a full discussion on
such matters as policy and finance?

¢4, For the sake of reducing our yearly
session to a few weeks’ duration, and to
ecscape criticism, is it right or in the
interests of democracy to so deprive the
people’s representatives of freedom of
speech ?

“5. ("an he mention one Parliament in
the British Dominions where one member
i1s allowed to exercise five votes on a
single  question, and how did he know
that Messrs. Covne, McCormack, Gillies,
and Gilday wished to vote in favour of
the application of the ‘ gag’ on Wednes-
day night?

“6. Has he become o swollen with
power, and saturated with arrogance

that he does not realise the dangerous
precedents he is creating ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chillugoe) replied—

¢ The starements will be inquired into.”

Fare DISTRIBUTION OF *° THANSARD.”
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Premier—
“In view of the garbled rveports of
parliamentary proceedings appearing in
the Press, and in order that the people
may_be given a correct report, will he
?amSIder the advisability of making
Hansard’ free to all persons who apply
for same?”

The PREMIER replied—
¢ The matter is worthy of considera-

3

tion.’

TUse oF Term ¢ LEADER oF HIs MAJESTY'S
OPPOSITION.””

Mr.  VOWLES (Daldby) asked  the

Premier—

¢“1. Is he aware that on 26th October,
1821, I gave notice of motion under
Standing Order No. 135, as ¢ leader of the
Opposition,” and that in the journals
of this House (page 401) the term is
changed to ‘leader of His Majesty's
Opposition’
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2. Is re that 21y, Denham The TREASURER (Hon, E. G. Theodore)
and the van, who have <both  replicd--
been Premiers s Staie, have used 1t is not clear to the Treasury officials
the teran of His Majesty’s ¥

exactly what information is desired, and
I suggest thut the hon. member call upon
. Is he aware that the term has also the Under & i
been used by other eminent persons, what he req

ineluding even Disraeli?

Opposition’?

I

«“4. Docs he 1ot therefore consider - . ) -
that his public eriticism of my use of REMUNERATION OF MR. DANIEL JONES.

a term v»ih;](n B like 1 1kanv of our g\lmhdsd 3r. ELPHINSTONE (Ozfcy) asked the
titles, and laws, has become establishe Secretarr for Agriculture..

i cedingly childish?”
1. Has Mr. Dan. Jones been irr the

by usage, 1s

The PREMIER replied— corvice of or received any yemuneration
“1 to 4. I do not doubt that the witty from the Government during the past
Disraeli, to provoke laughter, employed five years? ]
the phla,se in question, and that; it has 2 If so, for what per}ods, and at
heen often repeated, flippantly by those what rates of remuneration?
who have seen the joke and solemnly by “3. If allowed travelling expenses, on

those who have not. But to the hon.

what soale was he reimbursed ?”’
member belongs the glory of being the

first ro assume the title seriously in a 4. ‘What salary is it proposed't? pay
communication addressed to His Majesty’s the cotton expert about to be appointed
representative, and therefore, it is pre- : T e .
sugled not intentionally = humorous. Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Meckey), in

ﬂowe\er it would have been better if (18 absence_of the Sceretary for Agriculture
It 7N, (illies, X T4 remliad—

he had altered the v'md‘ng to make it {Hon. W. N. Gillics, Kucham) replied

more in X\eepl o with circumstances In “ 1. Yes.

Australia, where members of the Cabinet «  Ta . ; ‘ o
arve called, not, as in England, * His 2. lst January, 1919, to 30th June,

are ' 1oL, @ i . 1018, £15C, with travelling expenses at
1\13]("‘*3' s Ministers, but ¢ His Exeel- 16s. a day. From 1st July, 19191)pa‘”nent
lency’s Advisers. has been at the rate of £1 1s. a day when
. employed, and 18s. a day travelling

expensys, the ]anel being Increased to

Favourite AT COORPAROO RACES. 17s. 6d. a day from Ist July, 1920. The

s o . . periods of cmployment have been—lst

‘vO“‘ES asked the Dremier— January to 30th June, 1819, 182 d

Did he notice that on Tuesday last Ist July, 191 9 tu 3(:*h June, 1920, seves

at (,omnaloo Racecourse a horse ralled days; Ist July. 1920, to 30th June, 1821,
“Theodora’ was made a favourite prior 111 days; 1«{ Julv 1921, to 30th June,
to the race, but was }eft .ten_lengths and 1922, ninety-six day s.
did not secuve place .dlStlllCtl‘OI\? “3. See No. 2

2. Does he Consifier thiz has any “4. This amount has mnot yet been

political significance? finally determined.”

The PREMIER replied—
“1 and & Questions like these should TUrrivaTumM 10 COUNTRY PARTY BY PRESIDENT

not be answ ’Tt‘d]]hastig, and I,ftl’IUSé the oF NaTIONAL DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL.
hon. memnber will pardon me i efer . o o .
definite replis to them until they have Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked thr leader

received the consideration they deserve.” of the Opposxfn n

“In v cf the time occupied by him

in preparing the memorial to His Excel-

SAVINGS BANK MONEYS AVAILABLE TO Jency the Governor against the royal

(GOVERNMENT. assent to the Legislative Assembly Act

. Amendment Bill, is it true that he bas

Mr. G. P. BARNES {Warwick) asked the asked for an extension of time in order

Treasurer— to rep}y to the ultimatum recently ismed

“1. What was the aggregate total of to him by Mr. Cribb, nresu}ﬁnt of the
Savings Bank money availed of by the National Demc ratic Council?

Government prior to the passing of the

Commonwealth Agreement Act—(a) What Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) replied—

rate of interest was paid on this money “ The hon. member for Brisbane would
to the Savings Bank; (&) what rate of be well advised if, instead of preparing
interest is the Government now payin silly questions to submit to hon. members,
for this money? he devoted the time so occupied to smoy-
> ¥ 9 B o0, "

“9. What amount of Savings Bank ing the Standing Orders of the Houseo

money was included in Government (Loud Government laughter.)
baian(’ec puw to or at the time of the
passing of the Commonwealth Agreement

Act? SALARIES BILL.

“ 3% What was the amount of inseribed THIRD READING.
stock at the same pericd—(a) What were - - . .
the terms and_ coenditions on which the *i€ PI‘{’LM}ER (Hon. K. G. Theodore,
money was made available; (4) what rate (hillugoe): 1 beg to move—
of interest, if any., was paid on the “That the Bill be now read a third

respective amounts?”’ time."’
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Question put; and the House divided:—
In division,
The PRI

TR I declave that in addition
in my own vight. [ vote for the
as proxy for Me Coyne, Gilday,
and MceCormack.

Aves, 35,
Mr. Barber dir.
,, Brennan
. Buleo
,, Coliins
,, Conroy Mclox
,, Cooper, FU AL .. Mulla
Cooper, W, ar Dmame
. Coyne (Proxy)
L, BDa
., Bunstan
.. Ferricks
. Foley
., Forde -
., Gilday (Proxy? s
., Gillies (Proxy)
. Gledson N
,, Hartiew
Huxham
Tellers: Mr.

Laveon

Forde sund Mr. Welr

Nows, B0

AMr. Barnes, & Mr.

,» Barnes, W.

., Bebbington i

. Bell 5.

,, Brand -

., Cattermull B

., Clayton

.. Corser i

.. Costello "

. Deacon
,, BEdwards

Elphinstone
., Pleteher
., Oreen
., Xerr
Tallers

Resolved in the affirmative.

SUPPLY.

Resvvrrion ofF ComMMITTEE—FIRST ALLOTIZD
Day.

(JMr. Eirwun, Brisban:.

in the
EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE.
I8 EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“That £3.493 (balance of vote} be
egranted for ¢ His  Excellency  the
Governor.” 7’

Tt will be roted that there is an ineresse in
the travelling allowance this year for his
Tixcellency the Governor, the amount being
increased by £500. The amount actually
expended last year was the amount appro-

priated. Iis KExcellency has not drawn on
the Treasury for more than the amount
appropriated by Parliament. althouwgh I

understand that he expended considerably
more than that sum. The same thing
happened in the previous vear. I have nob
been approached by His Fixcellency, or any-
one on his bechalf, to increase the amount.
but I think it is only right that a fair
amount should be provided to cover His
Excellency’s travelling needs. Tt is recog-
nised that His Excellency travels more than
most of his predecessors did. and in travel-
ling performs a very useful service to the
St‘ate. For that rveason, I think the Com-
mittec might well agree to the suggestion
that a further £500 be placed on the Hsti-
mates for a travelling allowance. I sheuld

:KU*‘UU&T.]
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¢l that {114, Fxcellencv has shown
very considerable activity in moving about
vavions pariz of the State, and bringing
messages of lope and encouragemcent to
citizens who live in those places.

ATONE :

Mr, Enpun They want it, too.

The PREMIER: At any rate, ther
cetting that encouragement from a Gove
whoen wisdom is very well recognised a
eppreciated.  The Governor is a man who
DOsReEEts YOIy gIe cisdom and ewxtensive
fnowlodes, and he is a very courteous and
tactful eentleman, and I think the Com-
wittee will not be agreeable to treating him
nizgardly - in the matier  of travelling
expLnses,

Me, Vownes: Huve
womber for Bowen?

asked the hon

you

“R: 1 would take the oppor-
of making a reference to the letter
the leader of the Opposition sent to
1lis Bxcellency within the last few days. I
made a passing veferencs in an interview
with Press reprosentatives to the letter which
the hon. member communicated to the
Clovernor, in which 1 stated that the hon.
wrember was adopting what appeared to me
tn be a very unusual prectice in communi-
cating advice to the Governor.

My, Vowres: Not advice, oniy & sugges-
tion.

The PREMIER : The rcading of the letter,
of which I have a copy, will show whether
i wag advico or a suggestion.

VowLes: Read it;
advies is.

The PREMIER: The reading of the letter
that the hon. member was
lency s to the course he
ezard o the assent to the
voting b proxy. The
fullowing extrast, which I will read from the
lettor, amply bears out whst I am saying:
that tais letter was infended, not as a
patition o the King, nor as a memorial from
the subjects of the King to be communicated
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
but by the text of the letter it was obviously
intended to influence the Governcr in the
exercise of his judgment and discretion in the
giving or withholding of his assent to that
particular Bill. The letter was couched in
phrases that could only be interpreted in
that manner. 1 will read o few extracts
from the letter. It is dated 18th Awugust.
the day on which tha Bill passed its third
reading. That was last Friday. The hon.
member wanted to get in very carly to
inflyence the Governor in his decision. The
Rill was passed in this House at 10.30 p.m.
on that date.

Mr. Vowres: And that letter was signed
at 11 p.m.

The PREMIER: Yes.
roan wanted to get in early.
I said.

Mr. BraxD: Why should he not get in
early?

The PREMIER: I will tell you why he
should mot get in early; because it is mot
his function to gebt in either early or late
with advice to the Govermor. I will now
quote the letter—

“ Your, Excellency,—
“ To-day an Act of Parliament entitled

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]

the

where

show

ne His
should take in
Bill i

The hon. gentle-
That is what
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the Legislative Assembly Aect Amend-
ment Act of 1922, passed its third read-
ing, and will, no doubt, be immediately
presented to you for His Majesty’s
assent. I am directed by the hon. mem-
bers who constitute His Majesty’s Opposi-
tion in Parliament to request vou to give
serious consideration to this measure
before giving such assent. I would point
out to you, Sir, that the conduct of Par-
liament, particularly as to recording
votes therein, is so much interwoven
with the Constitution of the State as to
be almost inseparable therefrom. . .
Apart from the main principle, we con-
tend that in its present form the measure
is impracticable.”

Mr. J. JoNES:

The PREMIER : The letter als=n stat
“We respectfully suggest to vou.

Good advice.

Sir,
that since the Government represents a

minority of the electors of Queensland,
ouly purely domestic lezislation, if any,
should be placed on the statube- booI\
The measure under consideration is a
temporary  expedient, and not in the
best  interests of constitutional govern-
ment. . . . 1 am, thercfore. dirvected
to request you to consider whether, under
the above onvnm stances, 1t would not be
reasonable for you to submit this mea-
sure to the Right Honourable the Sec-
retary of Sta‘ce‘ for the Colonics for the
signification of His Majesty's pleasure
thereon.”

Does the hon. geutleman allege that that
letter was not intended to influence the
Governor in the cxercise of his discretion?
I say that it was tendered as advice, and
was not submitted as a memorial to he
communicsted to the Secretary of State for
the Colonics. It was presented carly before
the (fovernor had made up his mind what
action he was going to take.

Mz, I‘ALPHI\S’IO\F
sent it early?

The PREMIEER :

Why should he not pre-

I ean quite understand

members standing up to i, but I cannot
understand them attomp‘mg to evade the
principle involved in this matter. Does the

hon. member for Oxley stand up to thas
letter?
Mr. ELpaINstoze: Yes.
The PREMIER: That is a diffcrent arti-

tudo from that taken up by the leader of

the Opposition.

Vowres: What

arc you talking

about?

The PREMIER: Does the hon. gentle-
man say that this letter was not written to
the Governor to tender him advice?

Mr. Vowres: I say it was a suggestion.

The PREMIER: I say that it
intended as advice to the Governor.

was

Mr. VowrEs: You may say so.
The PREMIER: That interpretation is

the only common-scnse one. I do not raise
this question for the purpose of initiating
a heated debate. but for the sake of having
a reasonable discussion on it. I invite hon.
members to take part in this debate, becanse
it is one which affects the rlghts and privi-
leges of Parliament and the people. The

[Hone E. . Theodore.
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sovereign vights of the people of this State
are bouud up in this question.

Mr. EpwarnDs interjected when the Pre-
mier was speaking.

The PRIEMIER : Neither myqelf nor any
member of this Committee is likely to be
influenced by anything the hon. member for
Nanango mxght say. I do not suppose that
he has given five minutes’ consideration to
this question, I am raising this question
seriously, with a view to getting a discus-
sion in regard to the propriety of advice
being tendered outside the usual channels,
which are through His Ixcellency’s constitu-
fional advisers. His Excellency dealt with
vhis letter, in my opinion, in the only way
that a gentleman occupying his position
coulds Jes] with it. e referred it to his
AMinisters for advice as to what action should

Did he go past his Min-

The PREMIER: So far as I know the
Covernor  did not go nat his Ministers.
\\ hr sheuld he go past iy 3inisters? If
be did. he .)nhl be grossly excending his
hxnumm and am certainly not prepared
tor rhat :hm ould be done by the
present accurant of the position in Queens-
land.

(GOVERNMENT MewpERs : Hear,

he PREMMIER: This letter was dealt
with in the only manner in which the
Governor could deal with it. He forwarded
the letrer to his Ministers, and subsequently
he was advised simply to acknowledge ii.
‘The hon. member. 1 presume, received that
Ietiev of acknowiedgment on the 23rd of
August. Yo my opinion, it cannot be admit-
I that the Governor is open to receive
advice on the question of assent to Bills
or on questions affecting the political situa-
vien, from  auyone excupt his  advisers,
he is acting under direct instructions
from the Secerctavry of State for the Colonies
en behalf of the Imperial Government.
o Yownis: W he mnot asked to for-
d it to the Secretary of State for the
e 9

hear !

PREMIER: No. Ho w
acting on behalf of his
sont to the Bill. The hon. membor

disregard or sch
addvice tendered by his constitu-
(Opposition dissent.) The
had no standing, no

neectiealls  asked him to
aside the
fio ads isers
I memb

I say.

ids nor warrant for submitting that
advies to His Excellency. (Opposition inter-
vuption.) That is what I am trying to

explain. Tt seoms to me that. this matter
concerns members on both sides of the Houze,
without respect to party divisions. (Rencwed
interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN : I respectfully appeal
to hon. members to refrain from 1inter-
iection=,  The Premier is delivering a very
important spoech on  a  very  important
marter and other hon. members will have
the opportunity of discussing it at a later
time.

The PREMIER: I intend to deal with

this question fully, because it seems to me
that the situation with regard to the position
which the Governor occupies wants clearing
up. Members ought to understand what view
the Government take upon this question and
what is the recognised constitutional view



wiuh revarvd 9 the diseretion ov otherwize
of a Covernor when advice is tendeved to
him in that war. Tu my opinion—aud [ am
basing it opinion on well established consti-

authoritics of
standing who ave reccguised in
these mutters—the Governoy m ust, if a pmn-
cular Bill comen within the four cornerss of
the instructions given to him by the ‘vz T
tary of Stdro for the Colonies, act in accord-
asce with those instructions. 1f it is a Bill
not dealt with in the instructions, he _must
act—he hos 1o alternative—on the advice of
he cannot the advice of
le his Ainis zaw there
ive to that pr 1,0>1tmn ihe
inrtructions ave wot out in the

tutional pracrice, bar},vd up b
the highest

he not
et ?

reserve

The PRINDITER: No. The (Governor has
1 }‘r 1o submit to the IHome Authovities
h submit, Irvespective of

to
o or insiructions of the
the Colonies,

rot?
That is what I want
sousider—that, n s cEpd-

city as Gov ©, he can only act within the
direet instructions \\mLh are sot (mf or upon
the advice of hiz advisers; he cannot act
on h!s own judgment. In hi own porsonal
judgment, he might consider it a maost evil
thing to give his assent to a partieular Bill
not covered by his instructions, but if his
Ministers tender him adn(*c in respect of It,
he must accept it,
Mr. CoRrsER: No.

The PREMIER :

Mr. CORSTR:
clection, he
vour advice

The PREAXIER .

In my opinion he must.

If vou resign and suggest an
would not be bound to follow

No—if we resigned amld

suggested an  clection—certainly not.  But
although that raises a different constitu-
tional point from that with which we are
dealing may as well say that there is

very considerable authonty to support this
pYOI‘OSlthI’l—T'”Mf vhile the DLiinistry control
a majority in the Assembly, if thev tender
advice to the Governor for a dissolution, he
musi act vpon that advice, At the present
tirme, hower we are dealing with his right

and diserction in the matter of asen: to
D"hl
Bills,

Mr. FLETeaER @ Did he not veserve the Bill
for the abolition of the Upper House?

He was advised to rescrve
wise it came within the ambit
instructions,

Frerenrin

The PREMIER :
ik ,,4 .

divect

Weulkd not 2 proxy vorul

ne within the ambit of the instruz-

tmw 7
w N: 1 o1, members on
my xn"t the mier to continus

N

cech  without so
on., membors will
debate this «

much  interruption.
have an opportun to
auestion at the proper t

The T welcome a_ discussion
because 1 lh’x < it will be a good thing for
the Chember and the State if we touch unon

EER T .pof ant points.  These arve matlers
VY J\Cﬂ Iﬂelﬂb( ¥y may hd.\'e sTron

epinions. but 1 am going to quots authorities
on which the Government are relying for
their artion in this matter.

1622—3
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My, VowLEes @ Is pree-dent to go for nothing.

The PREMIER :
nothing.

Mr. VowLE
cedent  altogether; it has
aceount.

The PREMIER: Th
nor, to a large ext nr,
codent.  The auwthoritr, or the diminishing
nuthority, witn respect to Governors of Aus-
1'1'ali,m S on vests, to a large extent, upon
I 111 pwuegd to show.
mctmns o the Govornor will be found
l\hhl hed in the volume of the statutres dealing

with Imperial and other statutes, orders, and
on aftfecting our Co%htutlon These
iAS‘(lll(‘th,'lh were issucd under the sign
manual of the Queen on the 28th October,
1800. They read as follows:—

Precedent must not go for

izregarding pre-
become of no

action of the Gover-
is governed by pre-

asscnt inoour
the following

HEQY L

1. Any Bill for the divorce of persons
join:d together in holy matrimony.

2. Any Bill whereby any grant of
tand or money, or other donation or
gratuity, may be made to himself,

3. Any Bill effecting the currency of
the State.

4. Any Bill, the provision of which
shall appesr inconsistent with obliga-
Uons imposcd upon us by treaty

5 Any Bill of an extraordinary

nature 'md importance whereby our
prerogative, or the rights and property
of our 3ub]0(Ls, not residing in the

State, or the irade and shipping of the
{nited Kingdom and its dt‘pcndr\nues,
may be pr udiced.

6. Any Bill containing provisions to
which onr asrent has been once refased,
or which have bren disallowed by us.”

her dealt with in an Act
alian States Constitution
als with the power to
of the Governor in

Subclause

he matter is fur
known as the Austr

t of 1907, which
rve, or the action
regard to the 10«,w1b0n of, Bill
(1) of clause 1 reads—

o
1

shall be "csmv“d for the signi
s pleasure thmoov

her
cation of Hiv Maje

© 1311l passod br the uoglsm\mn of
any 2 fr‘umng: part of the Common-
wealth Austratia which—

) Alfer the coustitution of the
Legislature of the State or of cither
lHou:e thereof: or

(5) Affents the =alary of the Governer
of the State: or
undoer anv Act of the Legisla-
the diste, pess=d after the
: this Act, or under any pro-
v coniained in the Bill  ifsclf,
required to be reserved ;
But, save as afo it shall not be

necessary 1o 50 re any Bill
b any such Le
“ Provided th

(@) Nothing

passed

in this Act shall affect

the viion of Bills in acrordance
with any ipstructions given to the
Governor of any State by His Majesty;

and
(5) It shall not be necessary to reserve

Hon, E. G. Theodore.]



a Bill for a
Governor  oxpi
to be asonte
of some ; sublic avd

lig ciersen

Constitution

class of Bills

statute for the
='s pleasure thereon.

iside that statute and

- speciic i1 ud"f!(m

s to, and h“ mu t

that are

of the Gever-
assont to

the pos tion as olourl as
and indubital bly that is the
resognised in ove solf-

1Ing dommmn of the Rriti

‘ sh Empire at
the present time,

GoverNueNy Meusers: MHear, hear !
The PREMIER: In order further to sup-
port that contention, I should like to quote
Jenkyns  on ¢ British  Rule  and
ivisdiction Beyond the Seas.” This book was
published in 1902,  Sines then, there hm

been a dov e!opnwm in the duec{mn of still

further curtailing the discretionary powers of

the Govornor; Lut these references are very
cogoent to the present issuc. Heo states—

* Constdereble diseussion has arisen, in

thc case of the Australian and Canadian

: as to whethor the Governor, in

powers of assenting to,

ving Bills, ought to act

his colonial Minis-

©X¢ ‘lCl
\'tl(HIlg, or ro

under the advice of
rors,

* The old doctrine was that the Gover-
nor

s bound to execreise his discretion

upon his own responsibility as an Imperial
unfetiored hy the sdvice of his
11\&1" Lur in Awordanrw With the

i, and after con-

siors wrd (in case
satisfving himself by legal
legal objention exists to his

ni\
128 1o

the case in colonies not
in self-governing
is, espu:ahv n ﬂ 2

that
t as a conbtmxﬁon
to say, uu“ on the a
is prep xml f

le’,SS or (l(‘.’?f]h

41011 of those Ministers, and to
» Ministers to earry into offeet
and, as pointed ont above,

or enforced resignation of

novwer which should
In fact, the freque

mom".
“In the case of the
nies, though Rewal in
given to *po
tain cla_s es of B!H
{ King's
5 h
ﬂ_to almost o3
and thns in all

tructions ai

iy
Fovernors to ros2rve cer-
for

the signification
, the number of
reduced so that
ively to Imporial

of L’mnl

;hu"

mattors,
coneern ‘hc Governor is rof
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if the Licutenant-Goverpor had done it
eitl on the lzsiructions (f rho Socre-
ary of State or on the advice of his

<, his action wus propor, i)hT that
not act on his owi respori-

should mot act on his own
Theve 1s no deubt thst ol
aud all thase who have had

t have

1 onﬂmnt\
the authoritic
ocession to cci
arrived at the saine conclusion: that what-
ever might have been the pos fifty years
ago. cvolution of dominion conssitutions and
responsible government in the dumun
led up to this point, tiat the

these matters, unless he
specliic lnstrictions flon.
State for the Colonie
but to accept
and advice,
mny opinion.
isters have

idey the me

Ceravely,

the
has no
t his l'\f”ll\*"ls

bary of
course

Oth(’r
Cf‘ommuxdahon
There is only one exteption, in
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If he satisficd 1h 2t the Mvr'-
not the confidence of the elective
House of ILegislature, he can reject the
advice, providing he can got someone else to
fopn a Mini hv who can get the confidence
of the elective FHouse of Lezislature. In no
other case would lm be warranted. and in
no other case would he be tolerated,, in reject-
ing the advice of his Ministers. In support
of that T wonld remind hon. members that
Sir Gerald Stricklansd, the Goversior of New
uth Wales, a few vears ago was not upheld
Ly the Secretary of State for the (olonies
vhen he withheld the assent to s Bill extend-

ing the life of Parliament in that State.
The Bill was submitted to him by the
Nationalist Administration in New Scuth
Wales when Mr, Holman was Premicr. The
Gavernor L,mum‘r he stood betwean the
Executive and the penple, protecting  the
rights of the latter, and upon t he con-

sidered high public groun e declined to
essent to the Bill withour submitting it for
the considervation of the law advisers of the
Imperial Government. Whet was the result?
Sir (erald Strickland was directed to assent
to that Bill, and he was recatled to Hngland
i e of his disagreensaut with
!
iTONE:  Is fhat
to happen here?
'J,in\ L{I“LIIVR
thyt will be 'mv (‘1’\\,\11\1\ fo
tha prevent Governor of Q T E
be the last person to wieh that.

forecast of

o, I am m,l s
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A1 . What doe
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keeping w

hon. gentleman takes notice of.
thar hon. gentknrm' anxioety.
emphatically that there i«

there never has boeu

would any ms‘mb@r of this »

one moment the extensinn of the

sormal peri

Hear.

Parliament beyor 1d the

RNMENT NDSBERS : hear !

Mr. ErpHiNsTONE: I am glad to hear that.
Ay, HZER: We are all relieved to hear
that.

[256 Avecust.)

rd to
sonsibilities and pows
of the Goversor

ion

hest has been ag t) any-

lied the qr »my i)
o inany dominis

i (xo\t“"l or exorelse mors

is allowed at present, is not

he true imuu ts of the sel
of the commnn but

to the true inter I8

muiity,  { know how is
ardel, even by the worities.
wnd nrivils long
convey .\atw sith Lord Afilne Beg-
vetary of State 401‘ the Colonies in that yeay,
on thh Vit qm a1 ]a\o alveady meu-
tioned it m this Nuu when § have spoken
on thI~ matter hefor I have no hesitation
ing that the view taken there is. that

\;\OVSK‘IJO} should and must on all internal
domestic mutters act upon the advice of
iis Ministors while his ’\hm‘nv retuin the
(*onﬁm e of the Assemble; thar is the only
restriction. I weition tho 1);(\;)rmtv (vl thc
lezder of the Opposition in writing Lo letie
he did.

Mr. VOWLL
on questioning

< hon. gestleman can keep

that

PREMIER: I regret thar the hon.
gentleman takes up that attitude, because it
has no patrsllel, and I do not thirk that there
s an Opuowuon in the British Dorminions who
have itaken up the same stand. venture to
say that you will find no Opposition in any
dominion that takes up the same attituds—
that is, to contend that the G‘\\m’%)r hed
greater power than is recognised by constitu-
ionnl authorities. That is 1‘“a‘ what the
taken amonnts {9, lm O*mos ion
orking that the ;\.Iirmt“" have not a
"n~1| that this ptate has v
" as ! am latming it
weve conferving upon
than are con-
or in his

i

T

T

action

BT

so wide a
has. The
the Governs
tai cither
: m hority.,
Mr. Tk

What Bills
referved i the Imperial authorities?

TCHTR : arc to  be

The PREMIER: Onlv thes that I
ha o stated

Mr. I'nercmer: The Assombly
Act Amendment RBili, = he right to
yeport proxy vetes, might have been one of
them.

The PREMIER: It nof - on the
grounds thnt Hm question ¥ raise:d
hon, memr at the Bill

by proxy comes W’tu}.l the range of,
must b
in

reserved the
uevioni ?

Mr, FLeroHeR: It might

unaoer

have dene.

It doos not. 1f the hon
Ha‘f I ¢an understand his
of fact, this responsi-
st place or\ the Minister

infor 5 the Goveraor as to whether 1 1s a
Bill he gheaid ve in accordancs with his
instructicn )

Ny, FLETCHE That rests with the Gover-

nor’s discrciion.

The PREMIER : It does mot. That, in the
iref ﬂiwe, vests with the Ministors. 1f the
'O;nor CXpresies  some doubt on those

grourds, if is open to the Ministers fo suggest

Hon E. &

Thendore,
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thut he touke the cul‘ ce of the Imperial Law
Officer< of the \ rowt, and  not otherwiss
That rests with r Ministers,  Bug Ministers
do not tender advice on legal questions with-
out being  fully  supported by  counsel’s
opinion.

Mr. VowLEs:
counsel’s omn'ou?

The PREMIER : Undoultedly. We alway
act upol counsel's apmion in lezal wmatte

Mr. VowLes: Whoe wus the counse!”

The hon. gentictnan had

) Th(\ H]‘]R I do nei mind telling
1',110 Lon. althoneh I do not think
that it discussion.  The

couns el

tor-General I
an who advized the

Governtnent.

Mr. Vow Anybody clse?

The T I 3t was upon that
1at the -Gen t the
eorrili (dt(‘

TCHER: . summing  that he was
. ov that he nuede 2 mistake?

The PREMIER : If the legal sdvice ten-

dered to the Governor was wrong—a very

the Governor was
Bill, and he had no
should be reserved, he
r, have to assent to the

improbable thing—and
Jv1~u. to axwent to the
i i that it

1d, tuithstandi
3l lf the

Governor himself had zome
doubt, no douht the Ministers would ask him
to take the advice of the Imperial law
officers

Mr. I1L
thig letter?

Mr. Harr
did not take
letter?

The PREMIER : There i« another phase of
this 1uo~tion involved in ﬂm letter of the
leader of tlm Opposition-—that is, the pro-
priety of uxunnrf to ths Governor griev-
ances that the Oppcsmo feel against the
Government. and which ought o be thrashed
oui in Parliament.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE inte

The PREMIER: The hon. member, who
I think iz a fairly knowledgable gentleman
on mest toples, has apparently given the
most superficial consideration to this ques-
tiomn.

Mr. ELPHIZEIG We wiere deprived o
discussing the Bill in the House,

The PREMIER: I
any deprivation of (i

CHER : Why make such a fuss ove

pity  vour leader
about writing the

A
any advice

ted.

=

ould point out that
or limitation

of debate here does not warrant the ¢arrying
of the grievance to the Governor, nov does
it warranr a nvrmo” or memoria] to the

Wing on the pa

of the Opposition. I think
that can be fai

torne out by the gencral

adopted be British Pa sliaments in
parts ut tA o British Empire. Todd,

avliamon
Coloni
narg

be D

s overnment in  the
dea is question,
nal note ‘P')lit’m Wom‘
spesed of in Parliament,”

British
under the
plaints to

page 67. which. for the .nfo’manon of the
Committee. I should like to quote. He
says—

“ Wherever sraentary  sovernmeut
has been ¢ ..Hh}‘cﬂ the determination
of all D\)“UL(II and party questicns, and
the ILd]h(n(dT"OH upon complaints against
the existing Administration, should be
reserved tm‘ the conzideration of the
Legislature, in Parliament assembled. A

[Hon. E. . Theodore.

TASSEMBLY.]

Supply.
winority is not entitled, after
ation oy d ()Hltlon OI [)(\lllﬂ.‘

io appeal cither to the Governor
the colony or ta the Dinperial Govern-

wht to interpose for the purpose of
giving immediate effect to an assumed
change in pablie snnt-nwn-, and to place

the reins of guvernment in the hands of

other leaders, on the plea that their

pariy have obtained a majority at the
! ]

rathey i
or that the
custitate a
Chamber, Ad

H

That is

poertinent reference—
wn;onstmuts do, in
nm;out" of the popular

ses op petiticns, for such
e gh they may cmanate
m II‘OD’b“lS of the ueglslatmc in their
individual capacity, ave highly irregular,
sud objectionable in punmplc Cem-
plaints against Mini- ter of the Crowi,
o matters affecting (-'e Iy vformance of
thieir publ ity, ought not to be pressed
m)on the af “of the Governor or
of the Imperial authoritics during a
pullm; niary 235, but should be iot
mulated in C(mfmunh' with the ordinary
vules of parliamentary procedure, and
subaiitted to the consideration of the
facal Parliament at the first available
opportuni when ther can be regularly
inve hga‘rul and deecided upon, in accoxd-
o with the usages of the Constitution.

©In 1871, fifteon members of the par-
liainentary  Opposition in Queensland
addressed t,hu (lownvm remonstrating
against t nduct of the Administra-
tion (who were only sustained in office
by a majority of one). In their own
defence, Ministers  pleaded that the
violence and obstructiveness of the Oppo-
sition had prevented them from procaed-
ing with public business”’—

Foo b
Tacy,

die
1t

How wonderfully history has repeated itself
1u these mattors—
“and compelled them to ask for a dis-
;ohmo“ of Parliament. A dissolution
was granted,

It resuited in a considerable increase
of the Ministerial majerity., Neverthe-
less, the Opposition continued to cbstruct,
and on 14th May, 1872, twelve of the
Opposition members rencwed their pre-
vious application to the Governor and
invoked his mterference  The CGovernor

\{mqnh of Normanb:) replxed to
_nmuu on 18th & {a . He cxpmed

¢ must
ommon of twdve
on of the House
-iwo representatives

om‘tmm . ;Lnd ‘ald ha
decline to accopt th
members as the
censtituted of thir
of the people.’

© He o pointedis
Opposition may ob

a Bil .. . by

vemarkod  that ¢ the
ruct the passing of
resorting to the forms

of the ¢ to prevent the progress of
public =5, but until they secure a

jority ther eaunot alter the law; for,
it there i3 one principle more firmlv
established than another in the Dritish
Constitution, it i= t‘hut t‘xn majority. and
not the minori of the representatives

of the people, in P;llmment aszembled,
shaill  direct the  conduet  of public
affarry’ ———

GovirxyenT Menpres: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : © Todd” goes on—

= Cand it iz a perversion of the first rules
af any counstitutional government to say
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that a rminority have a vight. by the M, VOWLLN: e, Wivean, T would like

ch-traction of public busine

through

the forms of the House. 1o co the
i jort Such a rvle. once nitted.
st evidently  wender  representative

coverument imposible,”

Th/‘ comios sense of
o to everyorn
e But

these ve

they du not apply to

The PRIMIT
sition '

The attinwde of an Oppo-
;xt:i!m!w of unrelenting
weut, and one can
wance for
ion secking
itional rights and

C""

under
ity bue T de

to whittle down our coustitu

the wide sovereignty which this State has
b attewpting to confer upen the \JO""anl
powers that he does not posse and T depre-

the

cats, saive wanner that Todd in his
anthoritative wovk does. the action of the

in taking political complaints
outside the Le giulaauro and attempting to

get them reetified by ne other authorit
It is practically asking thar the Governor
be set up as an :mtho'lrv over Tarliament,
that is constituted by the people. I think
that. in the 1‘1*(‘10 ts of vesporsible govern-
metit in this State, we ought to deprecate the
action of the loudcr of the Opposition in
writing in these unguas and unwise terms
to the Governor of a British State.
GovERNMENT MEeMBERS ¢ Hear,

BMr. VOWLES (Dalby) :
when the Legislutive A
vient Bill was going through the House, cer-
tain things occurred which, to my mind,
were irregular. I claimed that the rights
of members were being  interfered with,
that the dcbate was being curtailed. and,
gwenerally, that hardship had been inflicted
on mambers of the Opposition by reason of
the fact that thevy were unable to oxpress
theiv views,  After the third reading had
taken pIac“ about a quarter o 11 at night,
[ wrote a lettor on behalf of His Majesty’s
’)}\po ien  1n Parliament. (Government
Ouyr friend the Premier objects
That letter was posted before 11

hear !
On Friday last.
embly Act Amend-

: Did you wvite on behall of
the combined Opposition?
M, VOWLES: 1

Opposition.

wrote on behalf of the
The Premicr takes exception to

the fact that thi- swas done by me so
hastily,

The Previzr: T do net take exception to
that.

My, VOWTLES: The hon. gentleman knows

that it was necessary, if 1 wanted to get the
thina before His Excelleney the Governor.
I was obliged to do i that night. because my
train leaves at 8 o'clock on a Saturdas
morning, and 1 do not get back ro Brisbane
untid the Tuesdavy following.

I am not complaining about

The PRrEMIER:
that.

Mr. VOWLES: You are complaining about
the way in which it was done.

The PrREMIER: Yeos,

Mr. VOWLES: Tt was necessary that His
Excellency should get that letter as soon as
1 could possibly get it into his hands. so
that he could come to a decision before it
was too late.

My, Hantoey: Was it more important to
catch your train or to write that letter?
{Interjections.)

=erved.

1o see thay order 18 b

The CTHAIRMAN: Oeder! I Lope that
the hon, memis 11 addiess the Chair, and

that are heing

Lot veply o the
made.

Criohs

v, Kirsan, I appeal 4o

The CIATIRMAN: er !t T will net be
: I
lectured by the leader the Oppo-ition.

case. 1 orefuse to
¢ same itreatment
1 refuse to speak.

CHAIN v I think the
ntleman ¢ fair trestment., It would
or 1 the hon. member would 1Lal‘.(‘
notice of interjections and go on with
his own speech.

Mr, VOWLESR: T theught it
of the Chaiman to stop
remarks of the Preier were based on the
assuiaption that this lTetter which was written
vins divections or advice to His Excel-

waz the duty
intevjections, The

The
Mr., VOWLES: Tt

advice or direction;

Previes: Advice,
word of
cly two

coutaing o
there are m

suggestions, 1 will read the letter itself, so
that the hon. gentleman can sec what it
contsins. The hon. gentleman has quotpd

an interview which he
reporters the other dey, aud he made a
churlish  eriticism  on  the letter.
o up this attitude to-day in order
what he did on that occasion.
castigated in the publie

gave to ‘certain

to justify
because he has been
Press,

N

The PrREMIER: I sa

id in that mtor\ iew that
T was going to mention it in Parliainent.
[4.30 p.m.]
Jir, VOWLES: The letter
* Your Excellency,
" To-day an Act of Parliament entitled
s The Tegisiative Assembly Act Amend-
ment Act of 1922 passed its third rcad-

reads—

ing. and will, no doubt, be imiediately

pre Atﬂ(l to  vou for v 2lajesty’s

o t.”
I wrote that letter on T'ridav last, then for-
varded it to His Excelleney =0 as to give
him an opportunity of comsidering it. I
considered that it was deubtful legislation.
and 1 wr that letter to give His
Fxcellensy sn opportunity to give it that

ch should be given
piecs of I gxshtxon

mature consideration wh
to such an extraovdinary

as this. Then I continued in my letter—
1 am directed 1 l\o,l members
who constitute I1is ty's Oppositi

in Parliament to 1‘0(1119=t' —

Mark the word *‘ request” —

“request you to give serious considera-

tion to this measure before giving such

assent.”’
Is that supposed to be the advice given to the
Governor by me? That is the ‘advice that
he should not give his assent. I suppose?
I merely asked him to give serious considera-
tion to this legislation. I am pleased to
koow that he did give it serious considera-
tion, because we are told that, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the DPremier said that it
was not right to have counsel’s advice, he
got Mr. Macrossan’s advice himself to see if
the Premier was correct.

Mr. Vowles.]
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The Prexicr: Fe did not get it. The
Govermment got that advice.

Mr. VOWLES: The Government got that
advice afrer this lerter was sent by the
Governor ro his advisers for their advice.
The advice that they got confirvied the
advice that they gave to Ilis Txeeliency.
Is that not so?

The Previrn:

3.

adv

No.
VOWLES: Do
U every ()('"HS].OH?

The Previcr: T did not receive your letter
until 3onda The Bill was submitted. to
His Excellency oun Saturday.

Mr. VOWLES:
1% was nec
the Governor.

The Premisr: We always get counsel's
advice on matters involving legal guestions
kefore the Attorney-General signs them.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should you get out-
side counsel’s advice? " We are fold that the
Governor should take mno notice of advice
from outside counsel, yet the Premier himself
approached Mr. Macrossan for the purpose
of confirming the advice given to His Bxcel-
leney by his Ministers, That looks as if the
person responsible for advising the Governor
was Mr. Macrossan and not the Premier.

The PreMiER: You are misrepresenting the
position. The advics from outside counsel
was not given to the Governor.

you get couusel”s

The hon. mewber thought
ary to tender counsel’s advice to

Mr. VOWLES: No, that was given to
vou. As a matter of fact advice was
obtained from more than one counsel. There

were two at any rate, and I believe that a
third one was asked. Did vou ask the
judges 7 )
The PreMiER: No.
Mr. VOWLILS
rumours.
The PREMIER:
notice of rumours.
Mr. VOWLES: That was because vou got
counsel’s advice.  Then, my letter to the
Governor continyes—
L1 wounld point out to you, Sir, that
the conduct of Parliament, particularly
as to recording votes therein, is s0 much
mterwoven with the Constitution of the
State as to be almost inseparable there-
Trom.’
That question wae raised in this House, and
1t was stated that it was not a constitutional
question., I <o not know that it is not an
alteration of the Constitution. It is so inter-
woven with the Constitution that it is hard
to separate it. If we look up the statutes, we
! find rhat the Legislative Assembly  Act
comes under the heading of the Constitution.
Theve is a suggestion, at any riete, that all
these Acts can be included in the Constitu-
tion of Queensland, and are interv oven one
with another
The Pr ven if a Bill amends the
Constitution, cs not necessarily require
to be reserved for the Royal assent.
Mr. VOWLER: In some cases it does.
That is where it should he given the serious
(:::)11u,j(}0ratioxl of the Governor. I claim that

inothiz cwee there i a suggestion that the

We have heard all sorts of

You should not take any

tution iz being interfered with, Then,

my letter goes on—
* The inciple  cowrain in the
oting by proxy, certain

IBLY.]
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So 1t s new.  The letter goes on—
“and we ave unable to find where it
haz been agreed to in any other Britisie
community. Apart from the main prin-
ciple. we coutend that in its present
form  rhe ncasure is  impracticable.
During the pussage of the Bill throneh

the IMouse the T iier lmited our dis-
cuzsion in an arbitrary way, and in
Cominittee  the  feclosure’ was freely
applied, with the vesuli that several
important amendments were not con-
sidered at all.”
That is a mere statement of fact.
The Prexier: Do you say that that is the

5
t
reason why the Bill should not be assented
to?

Mr. VOWLES: No. I am just telling
vou what was doue. You said I was

arrogating to myself the right to give advice
to the Gavernor. My letter continues—

“ We rvespecfully suggest to you, Sir,
that since the Government represents a
minority of the electors of Queensland”—

That is a very important point.
“ Since the Government represents a
minority of the clectors of Queensland,
only purely domestic legislation, if any,
should be placed on the statute-book.”
That is merely a suggestion, I also said—-

** The measure under consideration is a
temporary expedient, and not in the besi
interests of constitutional government.”

I am surc hon. gentlemen opposite will admit
that it is only a temporary expedient, because
the Premier himself said that he was pre-
pared to withdraw the Bill if we would agree:
to enter into an arrangement with him to
grant *‘ pairs.” That shows that it is only
a temporary expedient, and therefore it is
not in the best interests of constitutional
government. My letter continues—

At almost every stage this measure
was carried by the casting vote of either
the Speaker or Chairman of Committees,
and we claim that under these circun:-
stances it is unconstitutional—the officers
of the ITouse have voted to alter existing
conditions.”

The PreyitrR: Do you #ay that is not
advice?
Mi. VOWLES: They are facts. It is a

statement of fact. If I had known that this
matter was coming on this afternoon I would
have bhcen able to quote passages from
¢ May,” which I have quoted previously this
session, telling you, My, Kirwan, that it was
vour bounden duty, if you exercised your
casting vote—and the Speaker the same—
that you should not alter existing conditions.
In this Bill yon are altering the existing
conditions. I am not reflecting on you,.
Mr. Kirwan, or on Mr. Speaker. You claim
to have the right to vote in the way you
did, and I claim yvou have not got that right,
1 say that your action was unconstitutional.
The Legislative Assembly Act is part and
pareel of cur Constitution, and your votes
should have heen given not to alter ¢ ng
conditions. My letier concludes as follows:—
“1 am thercfore directed to request

vou to consider whether under the above
circumstances it would noi be reasonable

for rou to submit this measure fo the
Right Honourable the Sccretars of State

for the Colonios foy the signification of

fajesty’s pleasure thercon.”




doiug that, T was
open to adverse
criticis I am l(\a(,m of the Opuc
tn owill "stand up to what I think 1t is
ht far me to do. That letter is on record.
1‘ you look up the hisiory of this House,
you will wee that in 1872 there wore instances
of mes: «'s quoted by the Promiecr himself
whicll have goue to different Governors.
The PrriieR:

stated that, in

v

1
o1

Memorials, ves.
3lv. VOWLES: What 1s the
between a lotter and a memorial ?
The PruMIER: If it is tendered to the
Governor as a memorial to be submitted to
the Sceretary of State for the Colon it is
all right,

My, VOWLES: If T tried to influence the
decision  of  the Governor, it would be
irregular, but there is no sugygestion of lhdt
It wus merely a statement of facts and that
he should do certain things.

The PRrEMIER: Yes, that was it.

. My, VOWLES: If you look up the records
in 1808 sou will see an opinion by the late
Sir 8 WL Griffith—then Mr. (xrlfhth‘Aon the
Kitt case. They are different to the opinion
quoted by the Premier,

The Prexizz: The hon.
Wrong.

Mr. VOWLES: We have it on record.
Mr. Griffith said that the Constitution is
being altered every year because conditions
axter We know how they have altered it
in the last seven years. TLook at the altera-

differcnce

gentleman  is

tion in our constitutional procedure _and
practice. You can hardly rccognise them.

If an old parliamentarian of ten years ago
came into the House now he would not
recognise  the pavliamentars  procedure.

Tivery day Parvliament makes its own proce-
dure,

We are living in extraordinary times;
we have only one Chamber now. Our rights
are limited, our privileges are interfered

with en every occasion, and I say it is the
duty of an Opposition to be very watchful
and never lose an opportunity to put before
people in authority, people of risponsi-
bility, the true pOQItl\Jﬂ of affairs, so that
they Will noi be trapped into doing things
which they should not do. If, in my opinion,
happenin in this House at any tlme
should be referred to His Excellency, in the
interests of the State, the opinion of the
Premier is not poing to alter my decision
or affect my attitude. I consider that there
is in me, a3 leader of the Oppe 51t1'1n on
behalf of the Who] of the people of Queens-
land represented hy gentlemen on this side,
a trust to see that at any rate, the truth
and the facts are brought before people in
authority, and that thq are not misled.
T did not suggest that there was: anything
irregular so far as the Governor was con-
cerned. What the Cabinet did, they did in
the ordinary course of affairs. The third
veading of the Bill in question was passed
nnder  extraordinary circumstances. T do
not know whether His Excelleney takes the
froubls to find out what hon. members onpo-
site do.  Tf so, I think he would be shocked.
If he had besn bere last night. he would
scen things which would have made
1 wonder whether e was in an Englht

speaking country or amongst a lot of black-
fellows.

The CHHAIRMAN . Ceder! T ask the hon.
miomber to withdraw that remark. It is

reflection on members of this House.

[23 Avoost.]

Sy, G
AMr. VOWLES: Very welll T withdraw it;

but L say that he would have wondered
whether he was 1o an Knglish-speaking ecm-
munifv

The Preiv Do voit thin
(wm ernor mwhf to be sc
over Parliament?

Mr. VOWLES

< that the
up as an authority

I do not ssx he should be.

T am saying thar if he saw the treatment
meted ont here to men whe have certain
rights, he would be shocked. As to how far

of his Min-
is not giving this
The Governor is not
asseyt  himself,  as
themselves in the

the Covernor should ‘mke notie
isters, the hon. member
House the real law.
o  puppet. IIc can
Governors have asserted
past,

The Preyier: IHe cannot exercise any
diseretion without the adviee of his Ministers.

AMr. VOWLES
to Governor St

The hon. member referred

ckland

The Presiter: Yes, and he was recalled

England.

Mr. VOWLES: He was; but he asserted
himself.

The Prraner: He restricted the rights and
fre= judgment of the (Government.

HMr. VOWLES: In the

Governor asked

Kitt case, the
the Cabinet to rclease a

prisoner, and they refused.
The Premmr: And the leader of the
Opposition. Mr. Grifith, agreed with Sir

and refused to advise
otherwise

Thomas MecIlwraith,
the Governor

My, VOWLES: The Governor refused to
carry out the wishes of the Cabinet.

The PREMIER:
by TLord Knuts
man died.

Mr. VOWLES: Conditions are changing
<0 quickly here that all these old orders and
precedents will have to be reviewed. I do
not say that the Gevernor is not bound by
the instractions he gots from home, and
that his powers are not limited to a certain
oxtent. He is bound to give his assent under
certain conditions, but there are other con-
ditions under which he is bound to submit
Bills to the Sceretary of State for the
Colonics, acting on behalf of His Majesty.

And he was reprimanded
ford, and the unfortunate

The Prewrrr: That iz within his own
imstruetions.

My, VOWLES: Within his own instruc-
tions! If he were able to sav, in his own
mind, that this particular Bill affected the
Constitation of Queensland in any  direc-
tion, he would have had that power.

The Premire: I say. absolutely not.

Mr. VOWLES: I say he would. The

Proemier says that this iz a matter of
domestic concern. It is a question of degree,
but when the Government ave, in_the first

place, rvepresenting a mincrity, when they
arc carvrving on 1n the extraordinary way
in which they ave at present, when they are
vcfusing the ordinary privileges of members,
I say the Governor needs o be very caveful
in aceepting the advice of his advisers.
not had, during the last two we
Government offices, happenings w
make anv man caveful in sceepting
or evan woi
Cabinet?  Took at what
co in on private
consulrations or  discussious

advice
into the officrs of the membis

happens
business. to
with the

Mr. Vowles.]

of  the
when
have
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Premicr. Ho admits hinsclf that he has a
man secrered—a  stenographer faking down
private conversations, the reports of which
Lo publicly u When you have that class
of character cloping in our public nen,
1 1o w5 o put the Governor, or anvy.
fney wien to whei ho s likely to fall
f anditi wh o oas  that,
anen desperate, Ther will do
anvtiinge to vy oout iheir objects.
Tle Prauier: No.

Mro VOWLES: Ves, they ave. It

is all

very weil for the hon. niember to snear about
the  sondition iy wrong,  but when
auather Government ha:l a wajority of only

one. the Governor gave then a dissolution.

The Pasaner: The Ministry got a disso-
Tution.

Aes VOWLES : Just as ve should have a
dissoluti

[S1e 0
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The Prewicg:
wanted it,
M. VOWLES:

woukl get from

would get it if we

And sou know what you
the peopls.  You would
never come back again.

CThe PrivEr : We will go in our own good
time,

Mr. VOWLES: When it suits you—when
you huve everything fixed up. Where that
other Government had a majority of one,
and they were unable to carry on, they went
to the people. This Government vefuse,
and in order to stay there and protect their
hides.  they bring in legislation wunheard
of anywhera else—legisiation br which the
Premicr, a man who has alwavs advocated
the principle of “ one man one vote,” claims
the right to vete for himself and for four
othcr members, I do not want to waste the
time of the Committce on this matter.
ecause there are mans other matters to be
discussed  on  the vote that more
important than the point the Premier has
raiscid.

The PreMips :

)

Maore important !

Mr. VOWLES : The Premier has put up an
“Aunt Sally.”  He made an exhibition of
hiriself in the public ’re-s, and now he 1s
frying to rchabilitate himself by bringing
forward in a learned way, not his own
opinion, but the opinion of the Crown Law
Office. reading it out, and posing as an expert
when he knows just n¢ much about it as one
of those books.

The PreMitk: I would not set me
to e a legal authority, )

Mr. VOWLES: The hou. member does
set himself up to be a legal suthority. If
anybody differs from him, he has the whole
of the Crown Law Office at his disposal, and
the other man is supposed to be annihilated,
I want the public to know that the Premier
to-day has read oumt the opinion of the
Crown Law Office, whether it be right or
wrong, and, by the way, I would like to

self up

know whether "Mr. Webl; or whoever the
officer may be, who prepared that informa.
tlon. can be regarded as a constitutional

lawyer,

The Premier: Not in regard to my case
this afternoon.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member told
me that counsel advised the Cabinet, and
ﬂ}a‘t he advised the Governor. If that is so.
did he not read the views of counnsel?

The TREMIER: Not in regard to the case
I am making cut this afternocon.

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSERMBLY.)

sl

The hon. member read
. Webb and My, Maerossan.
K& (South  Drishancy: A
been sald during the last fow
i vote under
the legis-
I would
3 on and the
ustralian Parlia-
been earried on i

Jation
renind ¥
Covamnitrer that in the
mient the practice

regard fo most vital question T think I
‘o suld on one or two occasions, by inter-

ha

iecrions,  thatr from about Jul 1913, to
Septemlaor. 1914, the Cook or Nationaliss
Clove ent in the Federal Parliament

carrind on with o majority consisting only
of the Spesker's casting vote, or of the
casting vote of the Chairman of nmitiecs
whein the House was in Committee.

Mr. Freremer: They did not represent a
minority of the people.

Mr. IFPERRICKS: They wore situated
just as this Government arc now, or rather,
wot in as good a position as thiz Govern-
ment,  for they had a majority of the
Speaker’s or Chairman’s casting vote only.
We have a majority of one, in addition to
the casting vote.  And the Speaker of the
Federal Parliament, Sir Llliot Johnson,
who is also Speaker at the present time, not
only w a partissn in divisions. but was a
wost active partizan in the interests of the
Nationalist party ontside, particularly on
the question whether he should exerc his
casting vote or not.  Objection was vaised by
some member to Sir Klliot Johnson's use of
the casting vote, and it was freely suggested
that f:e was so situated that he could not—
in a spirit of approach to fairness
utterance to the sentiments of a par
nature svhich he wss in the habit of doing
frequently throughout the country, and at
the same fime property discharge the func-
ions of Rpeaker. In reply. not inside the
but ountside the House, he said that
he weuld not only exervcise his right te zive
a casting vote in sunpert of the Government
of which he was returned a supporter, bub
hat he would ales i it of

evercise his rig
ecoing about the country in prosecuting pro-
paganda in support of that Government and
their actions,

Towards the end of the fiftcen months to
which { have referved, the Speaker’s casting
vote was the deciding factor in what has
been  the most momentous constitutional
occurrence in the annszls of Australian Go-
vernment from the National standpoint. It
swill be vemembered that all had been done
which required, iIn consonance with
saction of the Federal Coustitution, re-
garding the obtaining of a double dissolu-
tion and the submission of certain referenda
questions to the people of Australia. The
then  retiring Governor-General, Lord
Denman, had left Australia before the matter
was brought to a crisis, and all the conditions
of the Australian Constitution had been
corzplied with for the submission of those
questions to  the people, if a dissolution
ensued.  The succeeding Governor-General,
3ir Ronald Munro Ferguson, was interviewed
in London. I remember it well; it was
reported in the columms of the Melbourne
“Age” as coming from that paper’s London
correspondent.  When ¢ felt 7 as to what he
should <o regarding the granting of a
deuble  dissolution.  Sir Ronald  Munro
son said there was only one thing for

R ]
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a represenfative of the King in  the  Oppreition to the Governor. If the hon
Dominions to do and that was to fellow ailoman sa that it wa= only a letter
the adyico of his sesponsible advisers; uot-  of vequest for further consideration, what
withetanding  the fact that those advis was behind that vequot?  What was the
were in s majoritr only by the casting vote  aim. the object to be attained. excepr the

Sut this 13 where. I s

¥,
further—

the Bpeaker,

Governor-Ueneral wont even
having taken the advice of his
s, with thelr casting vorte majority.
ing o double dissolution. the same

advieors  turned  ronsd  and

d the Governor-General thar he <hould

agie referenda questions ro the

The torm< of the section of the
Constitution  relating  to the matter are
pretty foreible—almest mandatory. But the
Governos-General, after having written the

minute for a doubhle dissolution, foliowed that
up by writing another minute sayiug thart
he vefused the submission of those referenda
questions to the people: that he was going
to follow the adviee of hiz advisers.  Will
the leader of the Opposition, or anyone clwe,
controd that the Australian Naotional Co-
vernwert had not taken opinion outside the
ranks of the (abinet lo guide them as to
whether they should go that far or netr In
vegard to this question of legal opinion, it
appeal= to be pretty clear—as stated by
the Premicr—that it was not only on this
occasion that this Cabinet—or any (Cabinet
—took leeal opinion on any Bill which was
1o bo subiitred to the Governor, to aseertain
whether that Bill came thin or without
the ambit of the directions which the
Clovernor roceived when he was appointed
not a« to whether the Bill was constitutional.
rot as to whether it was legal, but ax to
whether there was a lingering doubt on the
question of whether it :hould come within
the ambit of those instvuctions.

T am reminded, too, that on auother
ton in Australian historv—in Tasmania
curvence toolk place—the then CGovernor,
i Tacaviney, sent for the leader
of the Labour Ouposition.  In 1917 Siv Bli-
son Macartnes v from the  then
Government of aspania,  which  had
resigned, advice to sena for the leader of the
Y.abour Ovpposition. Mr. Lyons, Wheoen Mur.
fLyons went to the Governor, and said that he
woald form a Minisivy, Sir Ellison 3Macartuey
veminded him that he ywas in a minority
in the House. Ay, Lyvons said he could
carry on. Sir Ellison Macartnes, before
sranting him a wommi-sion to form a Go-
vernment, said, 1 will give you the com-
mission  provided that, when you have
formed a Governmens, you wiil obtain Supply
and then go to the country.” He stipulated
cortain conditions before he would grant
a conunission to the leader of the Opposi-
tion, who was in a position to carrv on—
which the present Opposition here have never
said they could do. Mr. Lyons refused to
accopt such a condition; he said he could
carry on, and there was no necessity to
go to the country. Sir Ellison Macartney
would not give him a commission to form a
Government, but sent again for the leader of
the Nationalist party. Sir Klison Macartney
was informed on that occasion, by the
SNeerotary of State for the Colonies, that he
had exceeded his duty; that he had no right
to attach a stipulation to any commission
to a leader to force him to the country, when
that leader raid he could carry on.

S0, I say, there is mot a shred of argu-
ment to be advanced in support of the letter
of advice written by the leader of the

defeat of the measure or delay for some
considerable time? TIf it were feasible—and

T contend that it is not—to say that requests
‘tiony are not adviee. or do not con-
fture advice, I would say that the object
advaniing  thot letrer equest and
cetion had bohind it nothing more than
‘pose of defeating an Act of legisiation
by this Government, who have a
¢ of one in addition to tho Speaker’s

vote—which  the Commonwealth
109t did not have on the ocecs-
sion referred to—and attempting to shear
the seif-governing powers of this State. It
is un attempt to delegate to an officer of
the Imperial Government—His  Excelleney
the Goversor—powers which belong to the
people of Queensland. and are exercised,
throuzh this Parliament. by the Government
—which contains a majority of the members
of this Parliament.

1
3]

[

Governi

GoveryMEST Meuprrg: Hear, hear!

POLLOCK (Gregoryy: I have listened
with some surprise to the leader of the
Qppositicn attempting to justify the letter
sten on behalf of the Opposition to the
Governor.  Siv Samuel Griffith s down
very ¢learly what, in his opinion, the functions
of & Goverior should be. In a book, ¢ Queens-
tand Polities during Sixty Years,” by (. Al
Pernavs, Sir Samuel Griffith is reported as

sing staved—
© That in practice. the Governor should
not. even although hix own opinion may

differ from that of his Ministers, refuse to
follow their advice, unless—

1. Imperial intercsts or policy are
involvad;
2. The offence is one agaipst the jaws

to

f the Empire, which may chanc
have been tried in a local court: or

3. He is of opinion that the proposed
action iz an abuse of the prerogative
= hich he ought not to allow)

Ther» is no suggestion that the Governov has
in any war wcied contrary to what Sir
Samuel  Griffith  considers should be the
matrers in which the Governor should interest
himse The leadsr of the Opposition
appavently mad. most of the very frivolous
noint that the Premicr received legal advice.
Why sbonld he wnot receive legal advice?
aods anvbody imagine that the Premier, who
iz respoun-ible for the carrying on of con-
stitutional government in this State, and
vesponsible for piloting the measures of the
Labour party through this House, should not
mike himself conversant with every Act
which has been passed and submitted to the
Gov rnor for his assent? Does anyone sug-
gest that he should not secuve the very best
Tegal advice available within the State 1n
order to make quite sure that those matters
nead not be reserved for the Royal assent?
Or does the leader of the Opposition think
he should merely have taken a risk and
Linndered in the same way as the Opposition
nrobably blunder under similar circumstances.
The Opposition have attempted to make a
cood deal of political capital out of the fact
that the present Attorney-General is a lay-
wan. The Attorney-General secured the very

My, Pollock.]

1
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best legal advice available on this 1\!:11t
the adviee of the Solicitor- Guxr\zal and
H. D. Macrossan. Is anybody going to =ay

that that advic. is not as sound as any that
could be obtained in the State? Does anr-
body say that if Mr. Maceossan had hml\

Attorney-General his advice would have been
soundder for that fact? This point remains:
that legal advice should have been obtained,
and was obtained: and the Premicr wonld
have been w very feolish man if he had not

obtained that advice before this Bill weni
along to the Governor. I am somewhat
at the houn. member for Oxler.

voung man, and no one expects a
man in this Assomobly, or in  this
to be a confirmed Tory in his views.
hien. member for Oxler said, * Why
not M,ploflch the Governor: he is

the Crown”? The
obvious retort to that is. that the Premicr
is the representative of the people.

My, FLETCHER :

youug

country,
The
should we
a representative  of

He is not in this case.

Mr. POLLOCK : He is. The Premie“ and
his party represent a majority of the con-
stituencies in this State. The Premier and
his party hold the balance of power in this
Parliument, and Parliament should be, and
must be, supreme. I am glad to sre that
the Premnier has taken this stand on the
gquestion. 1 would not be willing to allow
the Opposition’s letter to the Governor to
pass without notice, because I realise that
under no circumstances in any democracy
must the people, or their representatives, per-
mit sny man, no matter whom he may be, to
delegate even to the Governor ahthorltv
which should be vested wholly in Parliament.
Tn this case there was a deliberate attempt
to endeavour to get the Governor to upset
a motion passed by Parliament, which was
passed constitutionally and in a proper was.
That legislation was passed and was sub-
mitted to the Governor, and he had no
alternative but to ¢ive his assent to it. What
would ib mean if the action of the Gpposition
hecame a practice? It would mean that, if
the ]oafle of the Government happencd to
be in opposition, he would have the same
right to tender advice to the Governor as the
Om)oeltmn has availed itself of. I am satis-
- fied that that right does not exist, and it is
clearly laid down in instructions to Governors
that that right shall not exist. The leader of
the Opposition quoted the Kitt case.. In
the Journals of the Ilouse for 1889 is a
copv of a letter forwarded by the Secretary
of State for the Colonies to the Administrator
of the Government at that time. It is dated
30th October, 1888. The letter states—

“ 8o long, however, as the present rules
remain in force, the Governors of the
Australasian colonies should be guided
by Lord Carnarven’s despatch. Accord-
ing to that despatch, the Governor, not
only in capital cases which are specially
provided for in the instructions, but in
all cases, must not act without having
receoived the adviee cither of his Minis-

tore, collectively in Executive Council.
or of the Minister wmore immediately

responsible for matters connemed with the
administration of justice. Having re-

cived that advice he is to deeide for
hxmwlf how he will act. and he may
must, 1f in hiz judgment it

indead,

1 ¢ tion to tle

advice tenddpndd *0 him o bt he will allow
~ater weight to the oninfon of his
in cases affecting the internal

[Ur Pollock.
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Sepply.

adminiesration  of
cases in which
terest or poliey,
countries or

the colony .hm fit
matters of Imperial 3u-
or the interests of othoer
coloni( « are involved; and
Glovernor who, by acting in opposition
to the wdvice of his Ministers, has blot'ghl
about their resigtiztion. will have assunme

# responsib for which he will have
to aveount to Her MMajesiy's Govern-
ment.”’

That laxs down very clearly the funetions of

a Governor,
can any m)l

By no stretech of imagination
member opposite say that th
Governor was justified or in
the neral attitude of the

v party to the qutw ion of a Govern-
mont pat repres niing o majority of the
electo Thr Country  party, in  their

memorial-—in its sdvice or request, or what-
cever it might be termed, but which is, in
effert, advice—to the Governor, state—

“ The Govermment, representing the
minorits of the electors of Queensland,
should place on the <twtute only purels
dom\ﬁlc legislation, if anjy.

What stand do they take up in this Chamber?
Dﬂalmg with the ¢lectoral franchise, they
said, in effect, to this Government, and not to
Governor, that the Wlectoral Districts Act
of 1910 must immediately be amended so
as to provid- in eity und suburban electorates,
105]39011\»\1\, 40 per cent. and 25 per cent.
more electors than in country clectorates.
Theyv say that, in the future, a minority only
of the electors of Queensland shall always b2
in power, provided that the Government are:
comprised only of members of the Country
party.

Alr. Moore: The House agreed to it.

The Prexier: That was the motion moved
by the Opposition.

Mr. POLLOCK: Apparently, if the Aect
was amended as they require, and the Country
party were clected to govern this State, 1t
would place on the Statute only pmelv
dowestic le Matlon. if any. Of course, we
know that rhat is absurd; that they would g0
the whole hog.

Mr. VowLes: But

Mr. POLLOCK:

vou agreed to it.

Of course, we agreed to

it: we think it a fair thing. It shows the
fallacy of the arguments which the hon
member ﬂdm‘od to the Governor—that a

Govers m(\r-t of that kind, constituted in such
a wa hould only pass démestic leomatw)
1l an The number of clectors on the roll
at the time of redistribution was 414.722.  If
the Llectoral Districts Act is ameuckd SO A
to provide that city clectorates shall have 44
noy cont. more, srd suburban clectorates €5
cont. more, olectors than country elec-
torates, the quotas would he: City cles-
torates. 7.002: suburban clectorates, 6.251:

por

and country cisctorates, 5,005 clectors. That
means that with thirty-eight country elec-
{orates, twentv-iwo city  electorates, and
twelve  suburban  electovates, it would
be pecible. if the Oppesition had  their
desive, for an cleetion to result in the
return of thivtv-cight members for coun-
trs clectorates,  containing 5,004 clec-

sach, or 180152 clectors. There would
o slteg-ther thirtv-four members for sul

P
TOrS

ban olectorates,  Of course. these
O would be in opposition. we
will vssimine for the =ake of arginent: but,
wlite in enposition in a minoritv of four,
they would be renresenting 224,674 electors.

or 34,000 more clectors than the Government
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rere representing.  That i+ what the hoa.
member has agreed to, and which he has
Lted the Government should adopt' by the
of this mt'\"r Klectoral Bill—to pr
(hlinitolv that the Country paity could
to m)yce repr ~01‘t1urr 34,000 ;mw

1de
o wta]ne
clectoy
and, of conr
reproventin
tors they
purely dosnestic

tarute-bock.
sition have {'L\ucod to thu Jnvem
ating a minority of
should only e catitled to pass domestic
lation, i uny—is one that will not hold
water. I think that the Premier descrves the
thatiks of the peonle ¢f Queensland for hring-
ing this matter before members of this House,
and definitely stating that he, on behalf of
this pa is not preparcd to agree to any
departure from the instructions issued to the

Al
T
i

SO—-11% t say to the GO\\L?}Qx““
» only a minovity of 34,000 eles-
hould be entitied 1o place only

¥ if any, on the

Govermment. ropres
tors

Governor by the Scroretare of State for the
Colonies,
GoveryMeENT MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

M MOORL (Aubigny): 1 wish to support
the leader of the Opposition in his request
te the Governor. T think he was a(tmg por-
feetly within his rights in doing what he
did.  The Opposition are entirely behind him,
We recognise that the conditions arve unpre-
cedented in a British community, inasmuch
as an attempt is being made to carry out
government by proxy in this House.

The Prexgzr: I thounht you sald it was
in foree in the House of Lords?

Mr. MOORE: That has been aholished.
1 do not suppose that anybody w1h sy that

Sir 5amu@1 Griffith was not a stickler for the
rights of Parliament, and yet he had a good
deal to say on the Kitt case, whl(h “has

been quoted. I would like to give one or
two quotations fram what he said in 1988.
when somk.ng on the Kitt case—

1 So far as Sir Sammuel Griffith's exyo-
rience goes, the awmpted rule of practs
has been for several vears mat laid down
in Sir Hercules Robinson’s meraoranduam
m answar to Sir Ii. Parkes’s memoran-
dum of 31st May, 1854 (¢ Todd’s Parlis
rmentary Go\"qnmont in ilie Coloniecs.” p.
261)—* That Luucr a (Onctil"ut'onvl form
of government the Crown i supposed to
aecept or met the ad\‘ ce of responsibile
Ministers—that  the G()v(lrnor has an
undoubted r'ﬂht to rejest such adviee if
he is prepared to accept the conse JUeTCE S,
but that, practically, he would never do
%0, cxcept In cases which he con dered
to involve such a gross abuse of {ha pro-
ropaiive that hoth th@ Snnemlv of State
and local publie opinion woul d be likely
to support hnn in the exercise of extreme
measures,

A little further on,
cave quoted Ly the
sOry— )
Appiyving this rule. it appears to Sir
Samuel Grifith that in practice ‘ruo Go-
vernor should not, even although his own
mion may differ from that of his Miu-

refuse to  follow their ads

he says, in regard to the
hon. membher for (ire-

(1) Tope

volved :

sial inferests or poliey

ove

{28 The offence 1= one s
¢! the Finnive wil
heve heen {ried in a

inst the laws
homar chanee (o
local court; or

{20 Aveust.)

is of opmmu that the
pomed action iy an abuse of the pror
*ive which he ougnt not to allow,

6 these cases it might become
for  the Governor to  have
1o new Alinisters, whe would be
pared to defend his aLtion in Parlia-
vhich, of course, they could not do
[ they did mot concur in its propricty.
itt’w case does not, however, appear to
Samuel Grifiith to be one of rurh a
roin any 1»“\])(}(1? that it was the
plain duty to deparg from
th ("u”l ary  pract of accepting his
ster’s advice: and he would not,
thercfore, be able to undertake to justify
the Governor’s action in doing so.

* The Governor appears, however, to
have been clearly within his legal and
fermal rights in declining to accept that
adviee, and if it is desired by his Minis-
ters {bat the present rules should be made
nwore definite, there can, as it appears to
Sir Samuel Griffith, be no possible objec-
rion to theiv taking the necessary action
to bring about that result in the ordinary
and convenient way followed in all pre-
vious cases of a similar kind—namely, by
addres: the Secretary of State on the
~ubject.”

Thai was purely the 1cquost the leader of the
Opposition made—that the request should be
made to the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, A little hit further on in the debate
at that time Sir Samuel Griffith said—

been said in the
of the discussion with respect to
constitutional Jaw and  constitutional
government. I should like to observe
that. in my opinioiz, a good many people
who used those phraeses did not appear
to know quir‘ what thev mean. A great

good deal has

lmmnm of persons used the expression:
!Mnutxoual government’ as if it meant
hy

~linply  government by majority, or
the Ministry representing the majorit
£ that was the only element in consti-
onal government.”

He gocs on to vav—-

* 0f eourse. those who know more about
<ubject are aware that constitutional
eovernment—whicl, by the way, is quite
a modern invention—is an elaborate ENE
tem of checks, by which different persons
v parts of the Btote are entrusted with
difi: du*’ipc, roch being to a cevtain
cxtent a check upen the others.”

Porrork (Glrogory). one of the pancl of
relieved the Chairman

Temporary Chaivmes,

in tie chair.

Mr. MOORE: We had the Legiclative
« mn il previous to tnk. session, and that was
g cheek. The (euncd been abolished

o right

quently Hlm"r\ was all the mo
the

¢ regrest to the Governor to give
sraiion before he assonted

nn(‘( 0
to mak

ey fall con
to the Bill providing for veling by proxz.
The Sir Sanriel  Griffith was
coraking as Yeader of the Oppozition.
=ee how a visw bho took aw leader of
the O fion,
AT GORE: e did take such a
ll? woas tha hon, gentleman does,

The Provirr: That hirty voars age.

Mr. MHoore.]
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My MOORE: It
were cheeks then,
been done
woent on i

“in I
: x'i'md
e

does
nd one of thos

ot mat

with, Sir Samu

avway

mmunity.

wwt of the cons-
v represented by
ament, She repre-
cority es well ax vhe
e (over-
the Quoen,

,~1t|.»11 (\”
B
i of

10}:1‘('

wue | the commu

% of 1";‘ Opposition

pfeert tiled dn makiug o reguest

to the Govornor, beecouse. althou there

happent o be a ';(11 v of members on the
5

Government they

represent 20000 Tess

£ the Cpposition decdred to
the Governor, thev should
ﬂ'lx he Minisiyy,

v, MOORT.: The leader of the Opposition
was periectly within his riehts.  Sir Samuel
Grifiith continucd—

* Ue also acts in the capacity of repre-
senting  Imperial interests wheve they
max confiict with local intere So that
the position of the Governor is a ver:
nnpmhn. onn in the State. He is not the
mere dummy t‘va( some ]wmph- scem .to
think. The importance of that quite
plain, otherwise, instead of having con-
stitutional government. we should prac-
tically have an oligarch: )

That is apparestly the position we are
y—we have an ohgkl'chv in power.
have no (hocl\s and now the Premicr
to deny the Goveinor the right
his free a"'l independent o
is not the opinion of lis MMinis

The Preywe: Do I und
that the G‘“\ml‘m has o right to express his
opinjon upon political questions?

o*-‘

m'lLe a requeos
have done it t

STRL

is

‘ll tO-

A

Waits

)
TOTE,

My, MOORE: The Covernor lLias evers
right to refuse hix assent to o Bill if he
thinks the Govermment are abueing their
auf ]’)111' Sir Samuel Griffith alin said—

It has often berun pointed out that
constitutional government iz in B
oi development.  One chonge, of whi

there arve signs in many c¢olonies,

the pesition of the Promicr
colieagues is gradually becoming changes
-—hi= power amoug them is beceming
ereater and greater.”

Then Sivr 8. W. Grifith said—

“That is one change of which there
are  signs, though the signs may be
erroneons, Of course, it is necessary that
there should be some functlonmv who

wiil represent the whole conlmumtv and
impose a check when a check is neces-
zary, always vemembering this—that the
ultimate authority iz the Parliament.

. In England that check is
mnpo sed by the Queen. and here by the
Governor.  The check, however, must

be only temporars.”

It was never suggested that it should be
more than temporary. The request made
by the leader of the Opposition was that
mature consideration should be given to the
question. and that it should not be rushed

[Myr, MHoore.

MBLY. ]

SuppTy.

Fha " b{ ange vo rocognised 111.“( it w
an mlpc fant innovation, and an innovation
that weo disagreed with. It was bludgeoned

2 way it had »o
that public opm]o

waglh this Chamber in
right to be, and we know
out=ide

is up against it, T think the lead
of Hn‘ Opposttion wes nperfectly justified
sending his request to the Covernor to give
the mautter mature consideration,

The  Predier:  Don’t vou  think  the
Ooverner was right in ~.<\:1dn:r that letter
fo me?

Mr. BTGORE: The Governor was right in

sondivg it to you, and 1
Governor would also have
right if he hed got outside
on the question.

ay that the
n perfectly
-al opinion

3
b

The PreEMiER: No

Mr. MOORE: 1f the Governor liked he
conld have obtained ox ~1de legal opinion.
He could have taken that upon his own

shoulders, and then he could have let the
people  themsclves decide whether another
Government shovld come in and back up the
stand he took or not. He would have been
e rfectly  justified in doing  that.  The
{overnor is not suppesed to be a dummy,
and he would have been justifed in gettm
fegal asvice. The lcader of the Opposition
was porfeetly justified i sending the letter
sx he did, Ile did not do it single-handedls
becauso he was backed up by the whole of
thi~ party.
The PREVILR:

My, MOORE: It is quite in accord with
the opinjon cxpressed by Mr. Griffith.  The
leader of the Opposition represents the whole

That makes It worse,

party on thiz question.

he Presiiir: Did the Nationalist party
back it up? Were the Nationalist party
Lehind you, teo?

My, MOURF I think the Governor would
have been perfectly justified in withbolding
his censent and g ttm': further advice from
the Heerefary  of State for the Coloni

Whatever 1s the epinion of members on
sids of the House, there is 1o occasion
the Premier to get up and abuse the leader
of the Oppesition for something which e
a'l acquiescod in,

The PrEMIFR: I never abused him.

Mr. MOORX: You cndeavoured to ridi-
cule and belittle him for doing something
which we all believe fn. -

The Preansr: Well, T will include you
all in the ridicule.

Mr. ”\IO\’)R‘.&: That cuotation which I

gave from  Hansard’ of 1888 fully justi-
fied the leader of the Opposition in the
stand he took.
The TREMIER:
maodern opinions,

You »hould quoic monre

Mr. MOOREK: At that time there was a
greater check on the Premier than therve is
to-day, because we had a revising Chamber

as the Assembly, TIf ever there was
a rovising Chamber in Queens-
Iand we found the need for it to exist in
the last week or two in thiz Parliament.
We have had things rushed through this
Chamber irn a way that they should not have
been rushed through. Tt is absolutely cssen-
tial that we should have a revising Cham-
ber to Lemodv defects in 10@1=1at10n rushed
through this House in a most unseemly
wey., If we cannot get that checlk then we

as well
any need for
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Nupply.

hzzvo a right to wmemorialise the Governor ir
some  way or another, and endesvour to
xn]mlu the rights of the community.
bLETCL{ER (Port Curtis): 1 suppose
ane ('()ull adduce a zreat deal of argument
from = constitutional point of view if one
had the opr\ortumtv and time to do it. It
wonld  not ]‘e possible for me, with my
seanty kmawledge of con stitutional lasw, to
hplv to the Preer without first reading
spezell and then getting advice upan it,

and perusing authorities generally. But I
wizh to make some observations as the

oceur to me aftee what T have heard thls
alternoor Not» 'itm 1ding the arguments

that have come from the other si ide, I think
that the leader of the Gpposition was most

advisedly justified in sctting out the posi-
tion of this Parliament before ITis Excel-
iy, You must vecognise that a mosh
racrdinary si en has ar and it
s oA ost aordinary Dill that as
ingy dealt \\]th In those civewmstancss

the leader of the Opposition would not be
loing hl~ dutv if he had not st the position
Exeell It muw »t be remem-
thet those authorities that have been
from a constitutional point of
view, have all based their opinion on coun-
trie« and States that have two Houses of
Parliasnent.  We are the only State or
country in the werld that has one House.
Corrixs: That is not true.
FLETCHIR : Those constitutional
]\mnh cannot be made to apply to Queens-
land. The positicn is very diffevent heve
As 1 said the other night, I consider that
the present Governor of Queonsland is in
a different position to previous Governor
and he has considerably more respor
Tality than any Governor in  Queensland
‘Trrevious had. No one says that the
Governor should take any advice or sugges-
tion that might come from the leader of
the Oppeasition.  The leader of the Opposi-
tion did not give any advice. He was
werely drawing attention to the serious state
of ’r\dll~ that existed, and His Excelleney
“would then naturally sct in whatever way he
considered vight. It was certainly the duty
f the leader of the Opposition to state the
position to the Governor  The leader of the
é’ml)osmon and his party represent certain
cctors,  His Iixcelleney s the Governor
*0| thowe clectors just the same as he is
‘overnor for the Premicr and his follower
is our Governor just the same as yours

uumod

@ matter of such C\‘r, eme  importanc 3.
t f,} t we have the right to
i ,,moa(’l the Governor from a « omnon-

sonse point of \'imv”

No notice might have
bheen fal
h

ion or advice put

hefore h n* \m« < not o it Impos-
=ible for to 'uppw' ch him. The Premier
soomis to think that the lead £

WS Wrony in zlpp)'ommn
wer, whervas T (m,rend that
it to do it. It was his du
ition before His Excellencr.  Fon. mem-
vs opposite, and ron yourselt, Lir. Pollack
referred to the position of the party in that
vou have a majority. The hon. member
for Sonth Brisbane quoted certain authori-
tiesw and examples from the Federal IHouse,
but the positicn there was t tally different,
hocause they did not represent a minority
of the people ss the prrf»vunt Grovernment
of Queensland do.  The positicn is quite
different. It must be remembered that that
Bill was to extend the life of this Parlia-
ment, because without the protection of that

hq d every
to set the

.* “‘JO,

AUGUST.]
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Bill, the Government

through this weck.

Was Very serious.

golng to any

trom becoming
1

could not have got

The position, therefore
und. We Wwere ]U‘ ﬂ In
extent to try to prevent it
luw., Whether we were sue-
cosiful or not is a different matter. I can-
not sea what the object is in giving so much
publicity to this matrer. I think it is a
trivial thing. It was most trivial on the
Premiei’s part to bring it forward, and the
feader of ‘rh(\ Opposition was perfectly right
and justified in the action he took.

Mr, FERRICKS
dd just like to
man. Regarding the
cderal

(Neuth

Brisbancy: 1
the hon. gentle-
instances I quoted in
Palhhmon the  Governor-
I had just been dpp'unrod and he
nted a double dissolution on the advice
censtitutional advisers, but he refused
to ihe country the referendum reso-

had been put through one
rliament in accordance Wlth that
The Governor-General granted
i=solution on the advice of his
and also, on the advice of his
advisers, he refused to put the

3

nisterial

ferendnm questions to the people. When
was dealing with that point the hon.
”nrlumm lmm’jw?{}d that the Common-
cglth Government then  represented  a

m'x,c’ltv of the people
the Commonwealth = Parliament, he said,
were not the same as the conditions in
Gueensland to- dem He repeated the same
statement a moment ago. On the occasion
that I speak of, there were thirty-eight mem-
L.ors  supporiing the Government in  the
House of Representatives and thirty-seven
crpesed to the Government. That accounted
for the fuil Housc of seventy-five members,
wwd the Government hml to carry on with
the casting vote of the Speaker, because
rhev only had one more member than the
COppesition.  Here we have two more mem-
L}('l* than the Opposition.

The conditions in

FrercHer :

(One of whom was not here

7: We had a majority of four
back from the people.

The Ilouse of Repre-
so constituted that there ¥
onco of onc in the number of
mmentlers, Iu the Senate, hovxevory moembers
of which are elected on a block vote, so that
che rolative strswuh of partirs is easily
the Labeur perty numbered
and the Nailonalist poerty, cor
Goveramont parvty bub seven, with

75.30 p.m.) a total of thi x members.

&
tweniy

-niite,

Which :ide had a majority of
vates in the electorates \\ o contend that
thore is norhing in the argumest advanced

3

Yort Curt rause
Government did all
I have referred, the
them in the Senate were as
soven, and when thhy went o
the ¢ountry in a double dissolution, the
({aveenment barty in that Ilouss came back
with onlv five. Can the hon. member for
Port Cureis tell us whi side had the pre-
ponderanc: o‘ votes inn the electorates? The
Governmment shen weee inoa worse pos ition
than rhis Governmen That is my reply fo

member for
«+ the time when the
rhese things to which
flgures againig

Twents-ning o

he the hon.

the cbjections of the hon. member for Port
Curtis.
Mr., FrLErcEER: There is only one House

here.

3y, Ferricks.]



FERRIC
ares woere twe
1 the Senate.
- of one in the

Wohat e of

i‘n\i a

the Government
Housze Re
the kon.

m !J !)(\

(‘.v( nelecley s 1
important on
of the Opp

in view of the r'\le\anm

thiuk

cticn vwas guite
1 hold that. es :
wsclves and
v to interfere i
ape or form, . we conform {o ouv
Constitution, s is ineumbent on the
Government of the day to cavry i 1
ance with established precadent.
usages of good gove ‘rnment, which have
faid down from time
have been departed from, I
Covernment in power. Could one imagine
that any cons 1rutxor1a1 authority would con-
template a po “1011 in any duly clected Pur-
liament by which members would be deprived
of opportunities of discussing measure - of
vital importance, or Lonfomphtmg that
ymo'nmu;tu (ould exist which r presen
such large minorities as the present Gover
ment? Therefore, 1 that their writings
snd opinions on this subject may, to a cer-
2in oxtent, be astray, taking the local cor
ditions into consi atu,n; the teader

and the
I)Qr,n
immemorisi—which
mau‘tdm by the

3-

ai:d

the Opposition was probably justified, 1»
of that local ,,ztrnobphow, in acting

i On Hm general principle

¢ do noi think there i

a § The Premie guoted

Ty ively from Todd, a» his chief

at mnnrv, and © inlv to some oxtent he

I just wanh to plaee
: on the guotations alsa, 1
have looked very cgrefully through Todd, and
¥ Gind uo passage in which he recognises the
ciple of prosy voting in Parliament,

an i

The TrzyIen:
aine out next
rofovence o it

Mr. STZER: T mainiain thoet 3¢
ment ha e estu x)l tshed prin ,1pk\
vouing : constitutional

and thet the absenco

w ou“d j!
u!(}

has nevor

wri bm,atm the qu‘n.

raised :lnee the practios abolished
the Ilous fords. And I maintain th
the authorities of that day recoguisc that
by its abolition in the HMouss of “ford:
ohirstionable systemn had been cast aw

eve They never contemplated &

would be wmrrodumi under the misnom
of a democratic Bill,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN
BIZER

thoe n

Or
I must raise that gue
to get to the point of my argument.

that none of these authorities has ever dis-
cuseed the question of proxy voting, and that,

smr we are now dealing with an ,m}ov tn)w
in & de*nocm sountry, - .muh was (i
long since b“ e House of Lords,

ible for the Premier to find
for his proposi ition, for the simple rea
it was thought that the practice had b
defini ulv disconi lmed & ob]e('t'mam
maintain, however, that after this mnovat
the question will Lxmie ibredly be 7o

[My, Ferricks.

Supdia,
and I am vers doubiful
‘ities, even such as Todd, will

nphoid the principle of proxy \'otmg.
ng TVodd's quotation on page 68—

< If there one principle
: than anot

it is ¢

not the ity
of the people, in, i’nmu-

cn that word

emphia

Not the peonle.
SIZER: T am gou to put before the
Promier the question of a majority of mem-
bers in Parliament against a minority of

members in Parliament, I have gone to the
trouble of locking up 'W bster’s definition of

the word  assemble. Webster says it
means, “To meel or corae together as a
number of individus I maintain that
Bills are not now passed by a majority of

mombers in Parliamoent a
that definition into Todd’s

t uotation, it is
jusiifieble for us to say that the Government

are enrrying on unconbtltutm'mlly by means
of proxy voting. When a division took place
night,  the members in Parliament
1bled numbered thirtv-four against the

Uovernment and thivty-two for the Govern-
ment,
The PreEmirn: The figures were thirty-six

{5 thirty-five,

chater’s defini-
when that V()t' v talken last night
-two members were sszombled for the
nineis and t‘.lry -four members were
ﬂvﬂmkt the Gmm:vmven+ By ao
' imagination ov juggling with the
m‘r'omny can the \10 nrzent  reconcile
embled”” with * . here is no
connection  between vot] in  Parliament
sembled and voting by ploxv Wthough
ve uphold the prin'”ple of scli-government,
15 ir-cumbonf upon the CGos elnment to
rovern aecording to that principle. Immedi-
tely ther step “outside that function—which
mamt tin th have been doing—we on
this side are justified In takirg measures
which might eppesr somewhat oxtr‘m-rdinarv.

Mr. SIZER : If wo accept W

f}f')n

e

et 2 YT

The hon, gentleman sald no authority could
found for the withholding, by the
srnor, of his assent to measures. Todd
not iy it is not permissible. He cer-
y says it is very bad form, and bad

practice. Well, the practices of the Govorn-

ment during the last few days have been
worse: and probably one offence justifics
=uother. Undoubtedly, the (overnor has
powor to withhold his ament. I quote from

umu page 169,
o UGovernor's
He says—

dealing h the guestion of
discrecion in wisenting  to

“ Whenever Bilis e tendered to a
{sovernor of a_colony for the purpose of
reriving the Royal azsent. he is bound
ty exercise his discretion in regard to
same; and to deternine, upon his own
reapnnstbil ify as  an Imperial officer,
unfettered by a consideration of the
advien which he has received from his
own Ministers upon the subject, the
eourse he ought to pursue in espect of
such Bills; whether to grant, or to with-
hold, the Royal sssent, or to reserve anv
particular B for the signification of
the Royal pleasure thereon.”

3




Sep g

2t be goes on to quote two or {hres casex
it has been wed—ane in connvetion
with n despateh in 1865, in Victori The
bhon, gentleman quoted this wuthority 1o s
port his avguwent,

The PreaIer

where

Not on that point.

Alr, 8

¢ t adedressed
CJHI‘\P]I fo the Governor af
on 25:h Januw ] in refer-
Bil to authorise certaln pro-
against Customs officers. 1o
Roval assent had been given
Governor in the preceding session.
i ini t. owihy fo
enactnlt
¢ repugnant’
slation, the Governor

Seerotary
Yictoria,

onee to o
ceedings

N hich the
by the

fe EXDL
abvious irreg 5 tT
and copecially to its Delng
to  Impevial  legl

ouglt to have withheld the Royal ot
from it.  Iven rnow It disallowanee
would have ensued were it not that, being

duration, the
could scarcely

expressly  of  temporary
order of disallowancs
arvive in t‘ne colony before it would have
cxpived: but the Governor was expressly
enjoined on no account to assent to it
revival ov econtinuance, This despateh
was  Imwmediately  communicated to  the
local assemblv.”

any number of
ypproaching His Maj

There are
Opiositions &
contative,

The PREWIER: Do you not kuow
instructions to Governors Am\o
Jutelv as 18007

Mr. 8IZER: 1 am not raising that ques-
tion at all.  The hon. geml(\mm has no
vicht to attempt to belittle us or to say that
wo have ro right to petition His Excellency.

The Prestier: I did not eny that.

T, qll‘lujl: His Lixeelles

It to ignore them, or tre

cver manner he thinks fit,

pleazed himself.
The Previen:
Ny

ple('edont~ of
23ty’s Tepre-

that the
come ocut #o0

ey has a pclfﬂﬂ

t them in what-
Tu this mats

vo, he i

d not please him-

have no

¢ that we
revond the mar

I have not said t
T will

Mre. BSIZER .
of the Governme mwp'u
—has been in that dirvection:

tlw policy
dcalarly the Promier
‘that mnm'mk
ombled, have
On these 1)011’113 we
justify  the attitude of n(tltmnl'w ‘1
‘vor, without in any degree s
the general principle of ocur own righ\: iy
Fovern, Such questions must be determined
n Gueensland.,  The question of the abolition
the Legis htx‘n Clouncil was & matter
Iy for us to dezl with. To sav that we
e to run to Burgland to ask whether or
we should assent to a Bill 1= {o admit

admit that

on this side, in Parliament a=
no rights—or verv few,
can

{rove

we are not competent to gover:s um~
I am net prepaved to admit ths
same time, [ want to mn])ha o tm\

that the fied in
the Govern-

va cstablished a bad pre-

)ufni’
their attitude by the fact that
musnt themselves ha
cedent in that they have gone outside what
iz generally recognised to be the functions

Opposition were justi

of & (Government. The Government should
recey sitise {hat the ('ppO\lfloll have rights.
o lo'\r a3 thoy continue to deny members

"1 By rights in this Fr‘ Wwe, We are usc,hed
in ing }mu T whichever way
we ibly can.
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M LA COOPER (Bremery: 1 would

liice to say a word or two. particularly with
1

regard fo the remarks that have fallen from

the hon, membesr for Port Cursizs and the
hou. membe r for Nundah, The hon. momhﬂr
for P vt Curtis was concerned regarding
’s\ votes cast for the various

I would like to point
20 an clection was held.
ainn officers went to
- asd since that date. Tis
s rot been advised that theve
change in the conduct of this
f the nu of \otu cast
not affect s Excellencs
is affected onlj: by the
him and the advice that
d the Ministers have not
sdvice that the Theodove
possois  the confidence of

He cannot take notice of any-
fortunately. The h(m. member for
wos well answered in thai regard
m. member for ‘\uuuah who 1,01I\ted
out —very decently—that the ground he took
ver; peor gwund aril that he was
cing an iafirm  argument.  But the
member for \Jm‘d.\h himself was upon
\nwkv premizes wheu he said that it
a wrong thing to introduce any-
g new or lmvol in the matter of ]eglgla.-
vas oxtraordinary legislation
"'d tlmlefme it should #ot have been intro-
SRR

Cut to 'mm tha
After !’A
#

hun any
do not
House

this
thing elsr

A, Nizep: did not say that.

. A, COOPER: I would point out
to the hon, member that extraordinary gases
reed extraordinary measures; and some of
¢ things which hsve beoon happening in
Chamber led fo extraordinary measures,
nast the ““closure™ was not always
tntion of the British Parliament.
quite a rocops rpun r; it was born some-
where ahout 11.‘

H becarne fully

I the

matured in

¥, »’l COOPER . T do not know that

1 vet. L* is quite an infant. A
nead to be a seer to say
0o Lw\u yment in Lho future will operate
thk mae of the closure, Tt is quite a
fnstitutio:

{‘.'lll(,

5456 p.an.,

Wie. WALKER ({' u»onm), oue of the panel
of Temporary Cha xd Mr. Pol-
lock in the chair.

My, ¥.OA. COOPER Pricr to the yesr

3 ras practically no means of Himit-

and lint ting obztruction in the
: AMINONS. Tlm “obstruction on the
0t of the Opposition in 1881 led to the
luction of the closuve.  In that session
there were 985 points of order decided by

ker and 935 peiut: of order decided
Jhairmen of Comuittees. On cach
order a membor s allowed to
» five minutes, which meant that 150
that swsion was spent in deciding

Mre. FLYTCHER ¢
hon,

Yhat is the point that the
member is trying to make?

AMr. ¥, A, COOPER: Because of the
seice of rules and regulations and Standing

a

O.'dm‘s eight of that session were
points of order. MMr.
intreduce the closure.

i : 3
at that time what

b7

Mr. ¥4, Cooperl]
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ohstruction was, and he said obstruction

The disposition either of the minorit
of the Ilouse or of individuals to res
the prevailing will of the House other-
wise than by argument.”’

If nothing new or novel was to be introduced

into the British House of Commons, we

would not have had such a thing as the

closure.  The prevogative of the Crown is

an Interesting thing. { am sure that
hon. membaors uppcsito have much to leurn
in regard to that. FEvery schoolboy knows
somethivg  about the prervogative of  the
Crow I do not think it is out of place
o that the views regarding it are incon-
sx\tnm We regard the Crown as a perfect

person and an irresponsible person, still it

defined in the terms ¢ George IV
Providimce of the United Kin 18¢
Britain aud Ireland, King.”
A timu we lisuited his powe g
doute by Act of Parliament as far back a
the m‘*eenlh century, and furtl limita-
tions h’n ken p]dce sinee then, Vo have
limited the prervogative of the King.

Mr. IFrercuir: The Parliaments in those
showed greatev wisdom than this Parlia-

. A, COOPER: likely. TPer-
haps more wisdom than when hon. members
opposite were in power. Since then powers
have been eliminated by Magna Charta, the
Commission of Rights, the Habcas Corpus

Vers

Act, the Bill of Rights, and the Act of
Settlement.  If houn. members opposite say

that they had uo opportunity to
authorities to find oug
say 1t is all nonscnse.
of  the
stated—

look up
where they stood, I
In the eleventh edition
““ Emncyclopedia Britannica” it is

“In theory DParliament only cxists at
his will, for it is summoned bv his writ,
and the vote for a member of Parliament
is only a franuchise, not a right existing
m(mpcndcutl v of his grant. He can rvefuse
hiv assont to a Bill passed by the Houses
of Parliament. This right has, however,
not been exercised since 1707.7

The right of veto, so far as the British
Parliament is concerned, is practically dead.
My, FrercHER: Because they have more
M to-dav than you.
A. COOPER: Does the hon.
ber mean nie personally ?

Afr. I‘IETCHI r: No, tho Government,
A COOPER: The
annica’” further btﬂt(’ -

“ It is scarcely nersssary to point out
that all these prerog (exeont the
conferring of honours such are
parely personal) ara excrcisoad t'hrough
yonsible Ministers, practivally in thes
e mbom ot tno party to which ‘rhv

\ Touse of Commuons

nmeni-

* hineyclopedia

and

I do not think that we ean have anvthing
more delinite than that with regard to the

excreize of the prerogative. There ave a lob
of authorities which I am sure the Opposition
could have found by rveferring to the libravs
index. A, V. Dicey, in “ The Law of the
Constitution,” says
“ The general answer, therefore, to the
inquiry, how colonial liberty of leaislation

iz made legally reconcilable with Imperial
Sovereignty. 1s that the complete recog-
nitien of the supremacy of Parliament

[#r. F. A. Cooper.

BLY.]

Swupply.

obviate: the nes v for carefully limit-
ing the authority of colonial legislatures,
and that the ITome Government, who in
effect represent Parliament, vetain by the
use of the Crown’s veto the power of pre-

veiting  the  oceurrence  of couﬁictf
between colonial and Imperial laws.”

T have
to the

lirtened with a great deal of attention
argument by hon. members opposite

on  the qvonirm of reservation for Royal
The most important principle in cou-
th that matter 1n with respect 1o ”
5 between eolonial and Imperial
las=" R, W. Auson, in ¢ Law and Custom

»

yn,”” dealing with the Crown,

1
of the Coustitu?
4

*The Kisg may awent to the Bill, bug
cven then it must be reported lo the
Seevetary of State for the Colonics, who
nay  within two years from its com-
n*unic;xlion wdvise the King to disallow it,
In \u<1 cascs the King's pleasure is
significd to a self-governing colony by
Order in Council, to a Crown colony by
despateli; bub disaliowance i+ of rave
orcurrenve, and vl only take place
where Imperial interests are involved.”

This Royal prerogarive Is only exercised
prineipally where the local law might inter-

fere with Twpervial legislation. The legisla-
tion recently passed Dby this Government
interferes in no way with Imperial legisla-

tion. The fact that the leader of the
Opposition said that he had no opportunity
of consulting authorities to find out the actual
rights of a Governor, does not scem to be
valid or decent excuse,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor):
are all indebted to the DPremicr for the
ewposition he gave this afterncon on the
Constitution as 1t affests the Governor with
cspect 1o the memorial that was presented
to himn. We on this side of the Chamber arc
just as keen in our desire to preserve our
vights as a self-governing community as are
wembers opposite.  We realise that these
sclf-governing rights mmust be rectained, and
that by no Act of this Pariiament must any-
thing be done which will have the tendency
to whittle away those rights in any direction.
I stand for that every time. In matter
affecting  domestic legislation we fight our
battles in Queensland, and in our own Parlia-
ment, I think it is a wise and sane principle,
i governments come and governinents
aore: nl‘ of the will of the people.
which is in the best interests
'n \x.lolb of the community, and we are
as much prepared to trust our fate, as
1 Opposition, to the will of the people, as
ave hon, mieinbers opposite. The instructions
given to Governors, when they accept respon-
sible office in a State such es
are laid down quite clearls and d@um*(lv i
the autherities that have been quoted. It is
laid down that theve ave certain things which
they must do, and certain tmn% ’fhm they
cortainly cannot do. It is a wise thing that
they s'hmlhl not be allowed or permitted to
do certain things, I think that the Governor
nist  take rhu advice of his v 1:ible
(\Ivi\u«. unless such (ilCmn,M&Ps prevail
as has been enumevated by t rle Premier this
alteumon. which would compel the Governor
to tzke action in a different divection. I
stand for the preservation of our self-govern-
jng rights in the community all the time.
The discussion has been a little off the track,
but 1t hrs boen very interesting and should
have a good effect in this Chamber. In

n

I think that we
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discussing the vore, the Premier mentfioned ovwn laws,  This law was wade by the
that an oxtra sum of about £500 bad been people of Queenstand, and, until they
allowed the Goverzor for traveiling expenses. reseind the Act, must remain the law of
It i guite vight and proper that that amount Queensland.”™
should be «llowed the Governor. I th'ni [ think that puts the responsibility cu the
he has done good work in our Btate br find- ]JC()pl(‘ of ‘)ueo.n and. and shows that nmhu)o-
ing out exactly for himself what are the il save them from rhe operation of Aects Y:

as prevailing in vemote parts of the  Pavlimment, either good or bad, pas
State. The present Governor certainly has  (hiv 1Touse. N
dope that. Miv. COLLINS (Bowrn): This debate is
AR T pon vory intorcsting fo o e have listened
'fhc Craaryiaxy vesumed the chair. 1tentively to the aut: vmnu“ guoted by both
BEBBINGTON (Droyton): Whilst we of the HHouse m reference to what um

uplw‘ﬂ cur leader in the course he has taken,

v that he did not wish to interfere
ith the Gov to offer any adviea
whatever, but mowlv asked the Governor to
give the matter his serious consideration
That 15 a very different thing to  inter-
fererce, 1 want to compare the action of

the leader of the Opposition with that of
the = Ceuncil of Action’ of the Labour

perty in New South Wales,
ative of hon. members

woell, the Australian Labour Pa ¥ P

a rowclution that a cortain motion be for-
warded to the Government of Great Britain
asking them to interfere with the responsible
Government of South Africa in regard to
sentence: passed on men who have taken
up arms against the recognised Government
of South Africa. That was a dirveet request
to the British Governmént to interfere in
the vesponsible govermment of Sourh Afrviea,
and a very different thing to the action
of our leader, who has mexcly asked  the
Goverzor to take the matter into considera-
tiecn. The whole of our party stand behind
cur leader in this regard., 1 want to tell
the Iumwr that no autocrat can lead our
X In a party where every man is
qualific to i a  leader—(Government
laughter)—an autocrat cannot lead it. The
}(*.de,l musi be willing to carry out the will
of the party, and not to insist on his own
will being carried out. We are asked to
believe that the version of the Premier 1s
correct, and that the method he indicated
is the only course to take where you have
responsible government.  What is the use
of ng a Stute sovereign powers to-malke
its own laws and then allowing some other
country outside to decide whether those
laws hall have effect or not? The people of
the State, who dO responsible, select repre-
sentatives to make their laws, If the Go-
vernment  passed  a resolution to-night
abolizhing private ownership it would be
law nmm-dntmv it was passed, and nothing
in the world—neither Commonwealth power
nor British powecr—could save the people of
Queensland f*mn it effect. I want to quote
paper in reference to the

which 1s repre-
here.  Only

The CHAIRMAN: Owder! I would point
out thai I hardly think that case Is apropo=
to the present vote.

MMy, ‘BEBBING'YON‘:
refor to it nd quote
first Law [« d of the Privy Council to show
that the Premier 1s right, and that when the
people of the State elect a Government they
are rosponsible for the laws which that
Governmment pass, The first Law Lord of the
Prive Council said in that case—

*Thia for this Clouncil
but for the people of Queensland to
Quecensland is a sovereign State,

decide.
and has been given the right to make its

1928—3 x

I only wanted to
the remarks of fhe

< not a matter

may do and what he may not do.
I have ‘] tened fo the argument: from men:-

hors of ihe Opposition about their rights
and privileges, Coming from the race we
all belong to. T s av that there should be no

at all about the vights of the people.

1f the Govermment have gor a majority in
this iltowse, then they ave supreme.  There
is no setting away from that. That i= a right
that does not reguire any debating.  The
] of the Governor have been debateid

afternoon.  The Governor gets h
instructions from a  higher authority-—the

Inpolmi authority——and. =o far
Governors have not been allowed to gn
against those instructions, That attitude w
taken up long before the advent of Labour
Governments.  Anyone cequainted with the
history of the States of the Commouwealth,
when thew were colonies, must know full well
that when any Governor has attempted to
interfore with the domestic poliey of tha
Srate  or coleny they were immediately
called to account: aud rightly so, too. The
people are supreme. Why <hould any Go-
vernor—it doe: not matter if he s the Go-
vernor of this State or of any other part of
the Empire—why should he attempt to lay
down what policy is bhest for the peonle’s
representatives 7 About a fortnight ago an
hon. gentleman on the Opposition side. the
hon. member for Aubigny. was referring to
what the Governcr said about the ¢ Golden
Casket.,”” and I interjected, * The Governor
ought to be put into his proper place, and
told to mind his own business.” I am not
woing to go back on that. No Governor muss
be allowed to interfere with the domesti
policy of the Government.

as I know,

My, Moore: He is allowed to expre
opinion.

Mr. COLLINS: He is not allowed to
express his opinion on the poliey of the
Government.

Mr. Moore: Gi course, he is

Mre. COLLINS: The Imperial Governuent
did 1101‘ send hlm out f(n that purpose. I

have been accused by a member opposite of
abusing the Governor, I have never done
an: thmg of the kind. T am not in the lmblt
of ‘abusing hon. members opposite. let alone
the Governor. I have too much respeet for
the Governor to do that. But, if he departs
frem his instruetions, then I, as a repre-
sontative of the people, am here to protect
the righi< of the people. That is what I am
in this ITouse for.
Mr. Moorg: Then why
the “ gag 77
Alr. ('OLLIN
hon. member for
fo]l?\’\;mg
sard

do you vote for
The other
Zlurilla

tock place,

day, when the
was speaking.
according to ** Ifan-

“Mr. Morcan: I hope the
ber for Bowen will not abuse
nor again.

hon. mem-
the Gover-

Collins.]
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“Mr. Colitns: I did not abuse the
Governor.
CMre. Morsax: In fo the
eraris made by the Covernor in con-
nection with © Gobldew Cackers” the hon,
mbeoer I thav the Governor ¢

be put in | )ldcv
My, ""u]hn : And s he ought to be.
© Mr. \10“" The  hou. ember

should not say Hmt alter what has hap-
pened to-day.”
claim t} the hon.

are a o greafar

member for Muriila’s
eriticismm on the Go-

remarks

vernor than a‘nthmo 1 id in the fiouse,
becane hie reforred xhdf day to the aciion
of the Governor in giving his sxient to the
I providing for proxy volir I am sur-
sed at the hon. member for Aubigny. He

does not, snem to realise that we live in the
rwentieth centuwry. e puts me in mind o‘f
the period dealing with the days of Charles I

Hud the hon. grmmom(nl been living at that
period he might have met with the same
fate that Charles 1. did for bis conservatism,
I am surprised at the argurments used by
hon. member: oppesite, because they carry
me back a long wax to the dark ages, They
will never get on the Treasury benches
unless they have more progressive ideas than
thexr have got at the present hmo I am
ons of those who beliove that “ Weak wion
follow precedents. strong men make them.
T agree with the Opposition that this Govern-
ment have donce things which other Covern-
ments have not done: but that is what we
were sent into Parliament to do. The world
must keep marching on and on, and if
Governors get in the way we may have to
deal with Governors. I belong to the vace
of people mentioned by the hon. member for
Bremer. The hon, msmber pointed out . that
ing has not exercised his veto since
ighteenth conturw. Why?  Because the
are reallv the sovereigns of Groeat

Pritain,
Mr. FLuTcHER:
Jils country,
Mr. COLLINS:
the master
Tibrar I

He would exereie ir in
In England the
On uadm* the pa
nd tna the av e]‘we BN

pe },)AL are
ors in the

th‘}'

(SN opinions frealy, (.ud oo woukd
be called traitors in this ouse 1f we guve
© ession to similar opinions.  In Creat
Eritoin they ave moving on and on, and wiil

centinun to move on and on. They would not
ajl m" the I\mg to interfere with the people’s

e Twelve mont ago oy 1more. I
mnuad note of warning in refsrence to the
1 ruid he should noi telk quite s
i still. He must not n"n
at any rate, with the domestic poley nf

« Clovernment of this State. T have a
nmnct for him as an individual. 1 read his
care (onmnur of the Gold Coast, and
w:\rnaps I know more about him than most
hon. members.  So fav as I know. theee is
nothing wrong with him as Governor. and I
am not going to be accused in this ITrmm of
}mxmo abused him., I never did abuse him,
either as a man or as Covervor. I am here fo
protect the rights of the people. Ther
reere important to e than.half a
Lrovernors—than 21l the Governors in
tralia,

The debate hasz besn very inter: T
ce with that poviion of the u\m‘u s of
e hon. member for Nundah in which he said
that, if we had any differences, we should

Aus.

settl them here in Queensland and not go
we

all
that

te Dovning street. T hope
‘maintain that position. I am

[Hr. Collins.

.lfﬂl

the remark T made when 1 interjected that

the Governor ou to be put in his proper
phice was 11 Hy bacle q e by Pre-
inier in tha plendid speeck in which he
outlined the dusics of the Governor and
dutics of the Goposition, and the riehts of

the Guvornor -m! the right+ of the Oppos

oy, W, i, ¢ BARNLES (Bulimba): T would
like to way srlawl wtaway that I recognise that
I an important matter lke this we may not

atl se vye to eye: but, for my paré, I th.
the lecder of the Oppo; ition would have becn
wanting in his duty if he had nur sent that

letter to the Gu\'(nnm, because wa all have to
realis- that circumstsnce have dmnnu‘ very
majerisily m Queaubland The hon. member

sumed his seat made a very
, which T weuld lik«
IHe said that strong men
i other words—I think

who has ju
ive
juncture.
¢ precedent

at this

the  inference when  certain  circumn-
stances arise which necessitate very direch
and prompt action, then it is the duty of

to take that

anyone in the position of leadc
a while

action. Let me just hark back for
to the povition which avese in nnection
with thiz matter. 1t arose in a very marked
and exiracrdinary way, and I want to say
right at the jump thst I am not making
a single vemark concerning $ix Excellency
the Governor. 1 think the Premier has made
it perfecily clear that he tendered c¢ortain
advice to t}m Governor. and that he is re ~pon-
sible for what has happoned. There is no
question 1h(1t the Premier took an exira-
mdi.mrv stand.  What bas been happening
umm:: Th(\ 1a\t £ yeeks in this Chamber?
happeaing that have rever
happm od bofore in the 1 wory of Qucenstand.
One of the thing: we hd'\
that at one tine it
oview of legisfation
*h‘lf fime 1‘0\ oone by
the Gov. rnment of thi- St
o mandete from the yeople
¢ lative {"suneil, and, as a maiter of hzut,
if they had followed the footprints of demo-
S would not have done what the y
sppesled to sas,  and
do not cndorse this action.”
OpPFORD iniorjected.
H. BARNES: The hon
for AMount Morgan is inconsistent.
believe in arvbitvation for thir
yaust believe in it for anct
the people werve the tribuns
down the Government's propo
mier has admitted that kL
Ivice, 1 venture to sy
npxwow antod *’1’ a:;\thing En
with vhis matter
direction of saj
which wes protested ag

by

M §
Hox. \\ .

01e

; turned
gal. The Pre-

;*a*'(* ortain

Bili—should not have boen pas
I heave heard someone thr a clw“no over
to thiz eide of the Houwse rthar an hon.

member
wa ncient.
respyrecting

had been quoting something that
Have not the Liovernment, in
the proxy in the form in <which

rhey have resurrected i, brought into being
soniething that i+ ab xlu‘rx*lx ancient and
extremely conservative? I therefore,
that it was (‘nly

to  Hi

collency
which were held by most

taken to pr
Governor the view
nwmbers on this

e of the House: it was
a very fair and vory proper thing to do.
Some of us kunow that. in connection with
past Governors, when questions have arisen
similar to this, ther lhave very wiselx gone
outside the Cabinet and counsalted other
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people. I do nol kvow whar the present
Governor may have done—please  dissoci-

ate any of my remarks from rhat—but I do
Lkoow that, when previous crises have ari
the Governors very wisely have gone ou
and consulted some of the highest authori-

tice—absolutely  nen-political  auihorities;
such, for instance, as judges of the Suprems
Court

it iz abaso Iv out-
»ide his duty or function.

Hox. W. H, BARNES: T am
gesting that the present Governor
1hat,

The PREMIER :

Hox. W, II. BARNES: Speakiug as an
ex-Minister of the Crown. I know that that
ha« been done. A person who wanted to
avold making a mistake naturally would
do that in order to fortify him in his opinion.
What the position to-day? It was the
duty of the Govermment to have seen that.
in advising His Ixcellency, they proceeded
upon right and safe lines. After all. the
(Governor 1s in the hands of the Premier
and his Cabinet in that particular direction.

not
has doue

I ani sure that he has not.

A number of cases huve been referred to
this afternoon on both sides. Some refer-

ences have been made to men holding office.

and getting Supply when they have had a
majority., say. of one. In the majorit: of
such  cases  those men e osald, ¢ We
cannot go on. We want Supplr. and we
are getting Supply so that we may appeal
o the country.”

Mr. Wins Ey: Yom
out Supply.

H W. H., BARNES: Y

feader weut with-

and

HNo. (Laughter It 13 perfectly true
that Supply was refused by » majority of the
House. It iz also perfestly truc thar His

Excelleney  the then Governor gave an
assurance that certain warrvants would be
ed by him. It is no use trotting thus
out now; because, ultimately, rhose warvants
reccived the endorsement of the House, 1t
all comes back to this—that desperate things
gsometimes require desperate romedics.

Mr., WINSTANLEY : Quite true.

Mr. WeLLINGTON : You say na
innuendo sometimes,

ty things by
{L.aughter.}

Hox. W. II. BARNES: The hen.
for Charters Towers usually is very quiet,
but to-night he is not. It would not be nice
for me to take any notics of him: I thi
it would be very unfair. I want to look
this from the position of State,
ventare to say that there never has b
a time in the history of Queensland when
the position hz: been as it 1s ro-dav: when
a Government, practically in extremis. have
resorted to bringing in a measure such
the " Proxy” Bill, Lot me be quite foir
i osaying that, if it were not for thar Act.
the Government would not e sittinge in this
Chamber ax a Government to-night.

i

ber

the

Mr. CorLixs: More innuendo against the
Governor.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: ]
sociate frem the Governor any
T am making. 1 want to deal with facts.
That is the exact pesition. I do not care
what his politics are. no man csn rejoice

want to dis-
romurks that

in the fact of another man being il 1 say
emphatically that I hope these members

who are absent from this Hoase through
itlness will soon be hack again. This Go-
vernment had previously  adepted  such

Swpiply. 947

it was napossible for this side
line with some of
ions which ther made. I repeat,
bheen for the = Proxy” Bill the
would not have been ss it is to-
T never hesitate about expressing
I believe that the leader of the
Gpposition was guite vight in presenting rhe
emorial to His Ixcellency the (overnor.
v we have a right. asz part of the
Yritish commanity, to feel thar we have an
opportunity of getting the car of British
authorities.

rocthods that

House to geb inro

myselt

S

The Prexier: The Opmposition have the
icht ton on the Coverror, but they have

no right to tender advice to the Governor.

liox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is quibbling, The Opposition were guite
justificd in doing what they did. more especi-
Wy after recent happenings. I am not
making any veflection upon vone in con-
section with this matter. I have never known
iluportant matters before to have been intro-
Queed and without debate * gagged ™ and
carried »u the casting vote of the Chairman.

My, PAYNE (Mitehelly: 1t is surprising
to =wnvone in this House. who has heard the
kon, member for Bulimba speak when he was
supporting a Government, to hear him speak

.~ The hon. member for Bulimba sup-
ported the Government which could not
carrs an adjournment of the House. They
vt dofeated on every otion ther moved,
and wet they clung on to office a3 long as
they possibly could.

on, W, H. Baenes: No.
couniry.

My, PAYNE: During that constitutional
i< there was «omething done that was not
within the four corners of the Constitution of
the British Bmpire. with the result that {he
verner had te go.
fTon. W. FI. Barxzs: No.

My, PAYNE: T think it is only fair that
1. momboers who were not here then should
know the trath. DMoney was provided by
an Appropristion Bill for expenses i con-
fection with the eleciion, which had not been
paeeed by this House ab the time the Govern-
ment went to the countr {Lv‘(‘,ntually, it
' and was only pasced by a man

We went to the

wasg passod, 7 on
acting the part of trartor.
$ . The fric of the hon.

My, PAVNE: Why did the Goysrnmeab
not get out, and allow the U})g‘/os;tloxl?to go
o and give the men their wages? We
hesr a lot of talk abour Brit sh falr play}.1
The Appropriation Bill was s ipped thm}f%
the Yiousg in the most dishonest way p:)ssm‘e.
1. Widston promised the Labour Govern-
srent at that time, when he came back to
power. lhat under 1o consiucration .Wou%d:
that appropriation be passed, unless it was
of a separvate Appropriation Bill.
Differont amounts were wedged mto ve_u'iq‘us
Trems of expenditure, and the appropriation
.y~d by the House before anvone kuew
that it bad passed at all. There had bocnlg,}
gistiret pledre that the appropriation me'l(}
be dealt with by a scparate Bz}i.. b1
beconies the hon. member for bnln}lbaxtﬁ
cot up and chide this Covernment  wit
hanging on to officx by a }}\a;p}‘;ty ovf oneé
fle talks about the “ gag. W ¢ haye no
vt resorted to the ‘¢ guilletine.” If the
oceasion arises, I hope the Premier will resort

I sat here and saw the

to the ¥ guillotine.”
My, Payne.]

by me
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hon. ui-mber for B :
ment which maved thar » Bill of forty o tifrr
clauses  should be p‘«od rhrough’ all its
stages by a certain v, He v ouillotined 7
that through: ves they talked as

[7.30 p.w.] much as the od. Thev could
take the whole of the time of

debate on the fivst cinuse of the Bill, and, at
half-past 10, the ** guiliotie 7 come down
and the whole thing was rushed through.
This Government have nor resorted to that
practice yet: but, 1f the nwecessivy arises, the
Dremicr will net be doiug anvthing out of
- wmllmme. I can

the way if he uses the
remember the time when the Philp Govern-

SUPPOLT A Govern-

ment, of w hzcu the hon. member for Bulimba
was a member, ~ar oon the asry henches
with no majority at all. went to the
count and spont moneyv cu the eleetion
which was never pas hv this o Yet,
the hon. member for Buhiuba save 1 Go-

vernment ave doing something out of the way
because ther ave using the * gag’  The
thing is mousivous. If we compare the treat-
ment meted onr to the Labour porty when in
opposition with the treatment meted out by
the Premicr to the present Oppesition, we
find hon. ment cpposite arve troated very
well indeed. (Oppo-ttion laughter)

The SECRETARY ¥YOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K« ppi I consider that
the discussion Am\ been of an eleveted char-
actor, because of the masterly and tolevans
manner in which the Premier introduced the
subject.  The Opposzitien  endeavoured  to
justify their extraordinary and almost unpre-
cedented action in pre nmmw to advise the
Governor, on  three cmund;, firstlv. that
the Government do not po the contidence
of the majority of the elestors of the State;
secondly, bec 1l to provide for
voting L ¢ < been passed, was
of an exceptional and extraordinary nature:

and, thirdly, because frec :peech has been
stifled.

Mr. Vowres: All rhose statements are
facts—they are true.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYS: It

is quite simple to say thev are d}] matters
of fact, but it is more uifficult to prove.
Regardmw the suggestion that the Govern-
ment do not possess the confidence of a
majoritv of the electors aof the State. 1 sax
that if an (‘I“Cfloh took place. the Govern-
ment, would nn\c an overwhelming majorits,

Mz, J. H . hy don’t wou take
the chanc
. The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is
it not self-evidint thut the GOVC‘“I]]lanﬁ
possess the confidence of a mamut of the

clectorates of Quee ~h‘1<l The Government

came back from the last clectign with a
nn;ovn‘ of four, and that ajority has
been reduced “f the defection of a

member who was
&upporn“' anmn
the party wi
authoritv  of .
An Orpositioy Memeer
that you represent:l g
The SECRETARY ¥
am speaking about the
constituencies.  There are
and the Government o
My, ComrsiRr: Sometimes vou arzu
on this side ave all cne.
The SECRETARY FOR
Essentially, I believe that

[Mr. Payne.

a Government
sguentlv left
wnreval, or

Even previous to
ainorits of elector,
3 RAIL\VAYS: L
cezentation of the
”}’110(" parties hers,
iy the srrOngest.

2 that we

BATLWAYR
you areg one in

[ARSEMBLY.]

Supply.

clectors have
vou up. I believe they
sections up, and realise
but there has been a good
deal of camouflage, which has succeeded in
misleading the electors.  As hon. members
opposite know, the position occupied by the
abour Government is not unique., Why do
1h( v repeat the statsment that the Govern-
went do not pes the confidence of the
inajority of the clectors? Is it not a fact
that in New South Wales, the Government
Iy depending on a third party for existence?
and the Tasmapian C(lovernment is in a
similar position. The same thing applies to
mo Federal Government, snd also ro the
s Australian and Vieterian Goveruiments
wre are only two Governments in Auvstralia
with a distinet majority behind them—the
South  Australian  Government and the
Cueensland  Government. Hon, mombers
will find that from reading = Hansard 7 and
examining the evidence available, Therefore,
rhere was no justification for ths appeal to
the Governor, on the ground that the
Government do not possess the confidence
of the majority of the electors. What the
Constitution recognises is a majority of the
constituencies, and the Government possess
the confidence of a majority of the constitu-

policy and method, but the
not so far connected
will connect both

that thex ave one;

encies, notwithstanding the desertion of one
of their members; and no other party can
carry cn.  That has heen demonstrated

recently. It seems to me to be a remarkable
volte face for hon. members opposite to assert
a few weeks_ago that we could not main-
tain our position in this House, and then
to complain a few davs after that they were
brufally “gagged.,”” How could the Govern-

ent do that if they had not a majority?
The two argumonts are contradictory. We
have the confidence of a majority of membm~.
in this House. and we are exercising power,
as we are cutitled to do, oonstltutxonally and
according to preeadent.

~Mr. Vowres: The casting vote of the
ealer 1s what you depend on.

-k

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No, we have more than that, Our majority

has been depleted by a desertion which has
not been approved by the clectors. Iven
the ** Courier” admits that when a parlia-
menfgrian changes his policy and platform,
he should resign.

SLTION MEMBER : Do you believe in

\hé s (lourier’

The SLCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
agree \\1111 the * Courier” on that point.
Ir ix a sound viewpoint to take, that if

member changes his policy he should resign.

Mr. Vowres: What about the reduction

in the public service? Vou should resign on
that.
The SECRETARY FTOR RAILWAYS

The leader of the Opposition is frying, by
an extraordinary streteh of imagination, to
Iink up things that have no real connection.
Vow : What did the Secrctary for

at the Paddington election?

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
member for Paddington can defend
and I am certain that he will have

The
The hon,
himszelf,

ro hesitation in doing = T am not going
to be led into a diseussion which will end

in the Chairman reproving me.

Mr. VowLes: You cannot get out of that.



Sunply.

The SECRETARY IFOR RATLWAYS:
The Hon, Thormas Gliszes 2f one time i
a  difference with the Labour party '11*1
10'~i ned, aud  placed his caze before

The hon. meniber
hon, member for O
a do the same, andl the lown,
for Tort Curtis, alvo.

A, Bespincrox: You
von know no member of vhi
rome ovoer to vou.

The SECRETAT

wwrors af Bundaberg.
nanby and th

Tey
membor

because
would

that.
party

NOYOE IDWAYS: |

thi voroare all one and polie
bur ynu bave (hﬂormn prosveneacs before

The (‘”«01\ in order in eer their
Tt i o we'l'known fact thar in some
the Nationulists can get support where the
Country pavty cannot get it, and viee vorsa.
At the present tinie the Opposition have 1wo

support.
eoricts

programmes before the cosntry. During the
fn<t election ther had three programmes, We
all kuow that the th member for Towns-

ville caime here as the leader of the Northers
Country party, but since his awrrival heve he
has been swallowed up by the (fountry party,
(Opposition dissent.)  When the hon. meu-
Ler for Townsville came into thic Chamber.
he sat on the eross benech and enunciated

an independent  poliey  based  upon  the
Narthern Country party’s programmoe. He
was returned on that programme. f-pd now
he has gone over to the (‘ountrs

Mr. GreEx: The electors of "I()\H)W)]l(\
endorsed my action, becauze they returned
ne as mayvor since then.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:

Members opposite are all one ia ideals and
1c\' hut the two pdl‘(lk 3 were retarned on
_(11&10111 platforms.  That is a proof to the
clectors that members opposite have no right
to change their position in this Assembly.
Mr. Vowrms: Tell us  the
between nationalisation and

The SECRETARY IFOR
These shibboleths will
mment. It would be interesting
centlemnn would  give us  the SHGTe
between nationalisation and socialisation.

Aifference
ton,

RATLW: \Y
not upset my

31v. BEseixgrow: T
gaick if vou will sit down and lot me.

The CIIAIRMAN: Order! 1 appesl to
the hon. member for Drayton to respect my
call to order.

The SECRETARY
There i3 no need. 2s the Premier intimated
eatlier i the day. to Linpart any heat into
this discussion. (Laughter.) This crv that
the Government represent only a minority of
votes is an old one. I have here a copy of

©Australia’s Avakening written by M.
W. G. Spence, now a member of the Federal
Nationalist party. This is what he says, on
nages 25‘1-2‘7

“The results of the May contest, 1893,
ﬂhode that Ministerialists got 29,144
votes, and mnon-Ministerialists, 49,128—or
a majority against the Government of
19,034 votes. Out of sixty-two contested
seats the Government got thirty-four. the
others  twentv-eight, The  thirty-f
Ministerialists represented 654 votes eacly,
and the sixteen Labour members
votes cach.  The vesuli proved
country  was against tho Gover
They stuck to office. however.”

will give it to sou

FOR RATLWAYS:

25 AUCUST. ]
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croment «id not
chein, bur they had

and they

have
a majorit
cavriod ol

1t has Dbeen
Voting” Bill wa
nl 1

characier.
sontoagree with that?

FOR RAILWAYS:

ng the prineiple of

cpTienal

levocvatie o nmens and majority rule.
Tie proscss Goves heve a majovity of
the con-tituencies bel it, and a of
our ek ave away reporarily suffering
from -ic I0 we T give way to a
parry which i+ 1z @ m norvity. that would be

weornd in princinles Ir cannot be serieusly

contended thiar a maﬂ Act which gives the
Giovernment, and mn Opposition, the right
o - proxy  vots not of a ]cmomatlc
character, By boing able to use those proxy
votes we can carry out the wishes of the
parts on this side of the Chamber.

Mr. Epwarps: How do you know
men who are sick wans 1o vore?

The SECRETARY FOR RATLAW
s just the same as the princ ¢ pairs.’
Ihe ])1‘inoiplv of wsing “pairs s House
was laid down by hon. members opposite.
and not by the present Government. * May”’
layvs it uo»\ n Th'lr there is a similarity
betwesn ** pa " and proxy voting.
members opposite who sanctioned
in the fivst place, and they
fem fo go on <o thut a wmember
AWAY 1O ANy part of the world, and his vote
would be recorded in his absence, no matter
how little knowledge he had of the question
which was then being decided. A slight
exterizion of thar systemn to allow sick mem-
Lers to votrs cannot be challenged.

NIBE

how

AYS: Tt

13

pairs’
allowed that sys-

could go

AMr. Vowres: Do yvou allow it in

unions?
The SECRTETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We allow it in the Tlectoral Act,
Mr. Vowwres: Do vou say
proxy is allowed in the T

The SECRETARY TFOR R \H WAYS:
AYIR bnr “the i is @iven o a k elector
to record his vote. 1 is the prinel
rot the method iwelf that count
cars seriously contend rhat eleeted representa-
rives =hould not have the same rights in
Parliament when they are sick or when they
are well,

Mr. Vowres: Th

your

that voting by
lectoval Act

only time that proxy

votes were allewes! was dnring the war, when
the soldicrs voted by proxy

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We provided effective moeans for the SOldlel",s

to vote by proxy. and we zot a very cffective
vote from them.

My, {'omrs You
when it was too late.

The SECRETARY IFOR RAILWAYS:
We kuow that the verurned soldiers thanked
the late Premier, Mr. T. J. Rvan, when be
went to Wentern Awstralia, and WHS CON-
aratulated by the Rerurned Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation.  They said that they only wished
v had in Western A\ustralia a Government
the Quecnsland  Government.  (Hear.
hear )

Mr. ILercuer:
laid it down that
were the same?

made provizion for it

“Alay”
votes

Did vou sax that
‘paivs” and proxy

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
Yes.

Mr. FLETC Proxy voilng is not oanen-
tioned Ly at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, it is mentioned by ** May.” 1 have only

o romind the hon, merber, Mr. Ku\mn thm
vou quoted ably and effectivelr from ** May”’

on that point wesk, 1T am surprised at
the hon. member for Port Curtis offering such
ansound adviee.  1le should not take such
Hibertios, (T.aughter.) “ Aas T contains
}m]h(‘ulm’ refevences to this mattor.  When
we have an authority 1lﬂ\o * May 7 to upheld
our action, how can’it be contended th AT our
action is unusual and exceptional. *“ dlay 7

vecognises the similarity between ** pairs
and proxy votes.

He does not give you
Instance whers proxy voting took place.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
There is a }‘4‘1&110]15}]117 between © pairs” and
DrOXy voting.

any

¢ Pairs’” hzve been built up
on the foundation laid down by the party of
which hon. members opposite are members,
and by their predecessors in the Dritish Par-
liament. T have now got the quotation from
“May,” and I will read from page 336 of
the 12th edition—
¢ A practice, similar in effect to that
of voting by proxy, has for many vyears
been resorted to in both Houses,”
T need noi preceed any further. (Laughter.)
T could quote the whole page, but I would
only be wasting time. You gave the whole
of the quoration yourself, Mr. Kirwan, and
that is indisputable evidence that there is
nothing exceptional in our Proxy Voting
Bill.  Therefore, the second chjection rs ised
by hon. inembers opposite has fallen to the
ground.
Now. let me come to the thivd point. of
stifling free discussion. That argument is o
very old friend. Tt is an argument T used

myself when In opposition. T wani to
emphasise the fact that this Darty  have
not been the pioneers of the machinery
under  which  we  have Dbeen  opevating.
Hou.  members  opposite mondod the
machinerv: thev ranctioned the ™ egag’:
and the mo(wwm provided for them by
their predecessors in the Honse of Commons.
(Opposition interruption.)  The hon, member
for Albert. the hon. wmember for hmmﬂ)d
the hon, member for Dalby, the kon. memboer
for Burnett, and oth-r hon. miembers were
in  thiz  Chember  when that  machinery
ovevated against the present Government,
then in opposition. Tt is not peculiar to
Queonsland or to Auarralie. It come down
throuzh British history, from the times of
great  stenewailers  lik»  Charles  Stewart

Parnell wixd Jehn Biggar—they wore vespon-
sible for the tightening up of methods to
cave unnecessary delay.  And not only have
hon, members opposite cstablished the prin-
ciple of the *“eag” and the surtailment of

speech. but Huj_\ have applied the priveiple
with  brutal  {rankness.  They  ercated =«
Frankenstein mounster. which they sav has

devoured them. There 1s no example in the
history of the present Government where tht‘

“gag’ has been used with such bratal and

cidlous  frecuencey as it was Dberfween 1912
and 1815. [Opposition intevyuption.)

lon. J. . Arren: Do von say 1hat vou
are merciful in comparison?

The SECRETARY FOR RS
mereiful e comparison.

[Hon. J. Larcombe.

A1

A
xF

FAYS: We

are the bon.

BLY

Nopply.

.

wermber for Alitchell savs, it mighs be neces-
B end justinable 1o apply the ** guillotine
We have wor v sorted to all the powers we
mirht wwe in preventing obstruction and
wafair disenssicn. Time aftey time the leader
of the Opposition has demanded a division
and sat down chuekling.  The hon. member
for Bulimba last night roze to move an
cmendment on th‘ shore title of a Bi -—purc
ohstruction afrer five hours had been gpont
on the measu And vet hon. members com-
1n curtailment of free speech!

the

i

Nor only were me mhou on this side of tlm
Chamisr o 7 but  they were also
expelled.  If an hon. member coughed or
ancezed  out of his tuwrn in  these days
ha~ relled from the Houws The pre-

sent Chairmian of Committees was expelled.
the present Secretary for Public Instruction

was  expelled. the present Premier him-
sl was (\\pPHPd—O‘ pulsions were com-
mon between 1912 and 1915, This party who
complain about our ** gagging 7’ them. about
the, curtailment of free spe:ch, not only
‘0‘1000(1 us. but ¢ guillotined ” us, and

r\\po]]ml us on every conceivable oppmtumh
Tet me read one  or two eoxtracts from
“ Hansard ” to show how these very gener-
ous and considerate members opposite treated
members on this side.  On the Indush"aI
Peace Bill, in 1912, page 2268 of ¢ Hansard.”

I find the following:—

““ The PrediEr: Under Standing Order
140, T move—

That tho question be now put.

s My Covne: ‘Gagl’

* Mr. THEODORE rose and asked if the
Chairinan rhought that the question had
been ufficiently debated.

* The Tewporary C'HAIRMAN : The ques-
tion is, * That the question be now put.’

 Question—That the quostion be now

and th: Committee divided.”

DuT--put
No disenssion! A brutal application of the
“gag’ {Opposition  interruption.) Tt
me praceed to read from page 22569--
“ My, THEODORE (protesting)——
“ The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: On that

question there can be no debate, and you
canmot even rise to a point of order.’

i« the party who are contending now

That 1

for the ulm*lom principle of freedom of
speech.  Thai is the party who leave this
Assembly  and go down to  the Market
Square to \?A‘[“LL]\Q a new Pavliament to

gct freedom of speech and their other rights.
Omwoxnmn m‘fr‘v*]n(hons) The hon. member
for Oxlex was the leader—the new Premier
of this nupaid Parlament—and I notice ke
found that he did not have your m‘of(‘ctlon
from interjections, My, Kirwan. (Laughter.
T want to emphasise that poeint. that the
Chairman said—

“ Theve can be no debate. and you

cannot even rise ta a point of order.”

AMr. Vowres : Quite right.

Hon. J. i Appern: Tell us how far the
debate bad proceeded.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:

T.ot me go on—

“3[r. Tueopore: We have rights in
thi= Committer the same ax anr other
niewmbers, and if vou rule that we can-
not vise to a point of order. T move
that wour ruling be disagreed to.

fThe  Tearporary  ('HAIRMAN : You
cannot wove that at all”
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Vou conl

d not
could not co

ri-o to a point of order, vou
tinne the debate. The Promier

QUL e ! .

of the day. Mr. Dealam, pointed ouni thar

there could be ue disenssion on the guestion

—That the question Le now pat. These are

CONCIE mples: we have had enough of

gener 1 aw going *o get into * Han-

sard” erd of the brutal and tyr

i e uumlo‘oi by hon. me

ruption.)

The CHATRMAN :

Order !

The SEORETARY FOR
On the Elections Bill in
the following oeccurred—
“ Thue Premier iJfon. D. F. Denham)
mr\vr\d——'l‘hnt the question be now put.

* My, Fibelly: Was the Chairman
jed tlmt the question had been fully
LUS 1‘h‘h(_l M

The Cuaryavw: Ovder! The ques-
tion is—That the question be now put.
Question put, and the Commirttee
divided.”

Then,

RATLWAYS:
1913, page 1718,

again, on the same Bill, page 1727—
“The Cuarvmax: The question is—
That clause 9, as rcad, stand part of the
il

© The Premer: { beg to move—That
the question be now put.

*Opposition  Members: It has not

been before the Chm*mtfoe yet.
© Question p

As the Premier pertinently reminds me, some
of the

vounger members, like the hon.
member for Nanango, who has been inter-
jecting, do not know of these brutal and

unscrupnlous tactics. (Opposition dissent.)

The CHATRMAN : Order!
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVS:

:fion. members may endeavour to prevent me
frem getting in these extracts, but I am
going to do it, and they will’ prove very
niee reading for ** Hanserd” students. On
page 1728, on the same Bill, T find the fol-
lowing—

“Mr. TreoDpoRE: You have not given
vour ruling «ince I rrired the point of
order,

U The Ceamrvav: T rule thar it is

n the diserction of rho (‘han‘mnn to

deci whether he should put the ques-
Tion or ey
“The Prryror (vising) @ Mr. Stodart—

“ATy
my osax,

Taronows s Wait till
{Continued uproar.)
* The PREMIER :

I have had

There was no guestion

before the Committes, and. therefore.
there (ould be no point of order.”
{Hear, hear

I could ¢o cu for another hour giving further
exiracts and furthey proof.
Where 3= the
things?
The SFORTTARY
These d i cexpose the methods of bon,
members op 1»()<1t0 wha nmv contend  that
thes are b!‘mg deprivesd of the right of free

My, Srzen

who
did these

Premier

FOR RAILWAYS:

spesch, - They prove. T submit. that point
thiree of thie Opposition case also fails,
Mr. Vowr How many speakers had

spoken on that occasion?

The RECRETARY FOR RAILWAY:S: I
am not going to be sidetracked. I have told
the feader of the Opposition that

15 pand] yesterday five hours were spont
on a Bill containing a small and

simple principle.  Afrer that discussion, a
policy of obstruction was pursued.
l“w CHAIRMAN : Orvder! The hon. moem-

her has exhausred the
tlw Shmdmw ()xuol*

C WARREN (Quwrrwmba) @ 1 qmtc agreg
\\'ith the hou. member for Bulimba in saying
that, had the leader of the Opposition ot
done what he did he would have failed in his
duty. The Premier has merely quibbled on
this qautter.  The real motive of this is to
wuste one day out of the seventeen davs
allowed for discussion of the Hstimates; it
i» a deliberate attempt to cut down the dis-
cussion on the Estimates. (Disorder.)

My W, Coorer: What are you
\\';11“‘ for?

A V\ ARREN: Of ull the things that we
have =een during this session, nonc has been
«0 mean, or so dangerous to the people of
Queensland, as this. When the Secretary
for Railways rose to speal, he said, ¢ Let
us veview this case as calmly as the Premier
did” 3 and the hon. gentleman went on for
all the world like that mechanical figure—

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

The SecreTARY ror Rammways: I did not
get a chance owing to the interrupiion of
nembers opposite.

Mr. WARREN: The hon. gentleman was
never valm and collected; he discussed the
matter i the most wild way possible.
lustead of bringing argument to bear, he
brought up the actions of past (,YOVCII'IHI&’HTE
Whether they were right or wrong in those
days does not matter; what difference doos
it muke what Noah did, or what Gladstone
did? It is a positive fact that the Govern-
ment are exceeding the excesses of all the
Governments that have been in power up to
date. 1t is not because they want to preserve
the sovereign rvights of Queensland.  Not
a member on this side wishes to fritter. away
the =overcign rights of the people of Queens-
land. We all stand for democracy; we all
stand for our rightz. But we do not think
thaot the leader of the Opposition in any
war jeopardised those rights; neither does
the Premicr of Quem Jand. The hon.
gentleman knows pelff' v well that there is
nothing in his contention, and that all that
he has done in this debate has been to waste
the tirme of the Committee. Most of us
have come into this Chamber within the
last five years. When I first came into this
Houze the Onposition numbered abwout
twenty members;  to-dar  that pumber is
considerably bigzer.

Mr. VV Coorer: It ix no morve effective.
Mr. WARREN : Mot 0\ Us are new nem-
bovs mnseqnenr]‘, we have nof to answer
for what was done by past Governmonts,
We are ovt to do our best to govern the
Stat in a demoecvatie manner. While

Covernments in the past may have exceedsd

time allowed him by

stone-

what we think is the proper thing, this
(im‘mnmnq’r have excecded what we know
to be the proper thiy in one sesgsion they
have comymitted all the acts which wers

committed by all thie other Governments over
a period of fifts vesys, We arve goilig to

~tand up for owr vights. T have no *time for
# persor who wants to obstruet the business

of this House,
A0y, HarrLey: Sit down, then,

My, Warren.l



Ne, I will stand here. T
clectors than the bon. member

Tepitee
does,
Mr. Flamrrey
3 “'A\ RREN :
while T have those

vepresent them.

I have certain rights:
ighes L am going to s

Mo,

i iy vights is thul I

e to boe on all rmeasures thar
cotse heroproe One of the thing«
v stand for is fuir, open debate on all
guestion:, There has vot beon that fair
open debate. I >en an indiscre-

ad there be
sf the leader of
have bes

tion on the part

the O Ippos 1-
tion, ‘rl,mo woulc

nothing 1in it:

it would have been a mess mirake. {Ironical
Governmnent lavghter)  One portion of the
‘*‘vmmml asked His Exeellency to give the
fullest consideration ro the maftor; that was
the vwhole point.

Ales Dusstan: What wight had lie to ask
him *

Mr. WARREN: e had every right. I
have the right to ap]nouh the Governor.

If T felr like it, I would. What is more, he

iz gentleman onough to listen to me =s a
LB 2
subjest of the ¥ing very hon. member

knows perfectly well tha‘ the leader of the
Opposition did what he ought to have donc.

Xr. Gensox : He has no right to approach
the Governer on anything that is passed by
this House

Mr. WARREN : While thers is a Governor
representing the King here, and while there
uecd for us to apploaah him and point
out things as they are. the Governor is the
very po .3011 who would receive us: and if i
hi= duty to do so. We have wasted seven
precious hours of the time JHOW d for dis-
cussion of the Estimates: and only the hon.
member for Windsor has spoken on the
question that is actually DLefore the Com-
mittes,

Dasm: What about wou?

WARREN: I am oxng to touch
on it. becanse thut is what T am here to do.
I am going to ~v}]>01r anvbody who will
\tanm up for freedom of speech and freedom
of action. In supporting the leader of the
Opposition in the action which he has taken
I am doing that. )

Nobody in Queen=land respocts the Gover-
nor wore than I do. But we Lave no right
to increase the travelling allowance of 1lis
Excelleney while we are taking away from
the poor section of the commurvity. I am
not going to support that. With these few
vemarks I shall toke my sest,

Mro CORSER (Burnctty: It is all vory
well for hon. members on the Government
side to tell us what the past Government did
to them when they were in opposition. But
we must remember that, swhen they were in
opposition, they were telling the people of
the Stare that fhov would not. deal with an
Opposition in the wayv in which they were
lmnm dealt with. Now Hmv are endeavour-

ing. lhmunh “ Hansard.” to prove that thev
wore dczut with in the same by the
o7

application of the “gag’ or *“ guillotine”
when they were on the ()ppoemon benches.
First of all. let us keep them to the point
that. in opposition they were against the
introduction of the ** gap’ ; that they always
applicd for freedom of speech and alwavs
claimed  that, representing the people in
Parliament, ’rhov should h"we the opportunity
of expressing their opinion. What was the
attitnde of the pa<t leaders of the Labour

[Mr. Warren.

Srupply,

vhom Queesslund fooked
hope will be
he future?

movement—men to
up and whoso plimipu
fu"mm] b\ the Labouy
When llH‘ _pre i

the : :
RN Broswne, the then 3 tlie
Lebour party, dl lutelv eondemuaed  the
sostern, Thic is his stabeinent—-

The hon. membey vs the day may
come when I shall ocrupy his poesition;
Lice, iF 36 ever does coone, Loshall never
bhang on to it by ifrying to DETAMEE
feilow men.”

That ix a erateopent mode 4 true

carocratic Labour leader, leading a section
of men worthy of the name of the Labour
pariv.  The principles that prowmptred those

mwen to found a peliey i Queensizad have

end so have those men, unfortunately.

. 1ber have come to this sl

House, and to-day. all that is of
the Labour party, 1s the name. V\'f\ “find
hon. members opposite at that time chstruct-
ing the business and stovewalli the X

mates in order to provide for thonmsclves
quite> an amount of time to debate very many
matters. 1t has been stated by Government

members that when they were in opposition
sufficiens cousideration was not given to them

a certain
the time

the Committes
Another

during
il
said--

stages of

Labour member at

“(an members opposite. by any act of
theivs, abrogate the Constitution. and, by
depriving me of the rights T hold under
it. make a farce of pavliamentary govern-
ment?  Also, 1 say it is an outrage on
our svitem of parliamentary government.
I resent i, nos ouly as a direct insult te
wmyself, but te the people who zont me
here. It will place us in the poesition
that we cannot open our mouths without

the permission of hon. gentlemen.”
They ave the statements of Labour men.
Far boetter would it be for hown. members
ol:posite to explain why they have thrown
over the prineiples and seniimeuts of Labour
men who went.  before  then. \th] the
Labmu Government got into pow they
said, past Governmoents - gagged ' us and
past Q(n('mmonh put on the s auillotine.” ”’
The Sceretary for Rail s made a state-
ament, big in volwme, b t which on analysis

was found to contain very little. Very prob-

e )
ably he has put >(mmtn1ng into ** Hansard
which will suit his purpose, which is to

deliberately deceive——

The CHATREMAN: Ovder!  The hon.
gentleman is not in order in stating that a

of the Crown made a statement to
L put into ** Hansard” for the purpose of
deiiberately deceiving, and 1 the hon.
gentieman to withdraw the statement.

2y, CORSER: I withdraw it. did not
think I would get as far av that. The
Heeretary for Railways, with a flourish of
hix arm, made a statement which he infended
to put into © Hausard,” and which iz some-
thing which is not going to convey the true
offect of the position at all. e made a
statement to show that when they were in
opposition they have been harshly dealt with
by past administrations. I have no brief for
pasi administrations am going fto how
the difference between the wav the “ gag”
was pui on in those davs and the position
which exists to-day.
T’w Previer: Why do vou not
afes?

Jinister

ask

discuss the




Supply.

Aly, CORSER: I am answering the charges

one of the Mintevs, The Secretary
wavs quotod © Hansard™ for 1913,
1702, or 1725, Oun looking at the
appearing on those pages. onhe can
at t{heve some  diseus !

on.  There
cdebate o o Commiftee stages of the

.

1

Bill from page 1537 o 1786, At that time
the Tleetions Bill wa e gTree e 1
the Eleetions Bl wev going throw
Touwse,  The hon gentleman put a

construetion upon the true position at

time, The Oppo that tirne had an
opporiun of discussion ou the Commitie
stage: e disruscion is econtinned  {vom

f the same volur

onportunity, the
woe of the
on that the

arm, fries to convey e Tmpress
Government dealt with the then Opposition
ame  as the present (Govepmunent are
dealing with this Onposition.

My, IIARTLEY: Theve arve .divisions on
every page the hon. gentleman quotes.

r. CORSISR ¢ Bince the ¢
been dealing with the Opposition, in very
many instances not one hon. member is
allowed to discus~ a particular clause. Past
Goversments gave the Government members

rovernment have

when they were in opposition too much
leniency  and  consideration. Government

members told the cleetors at the last eloctions
that they did not believe in the ““ gag.”

Mr. RiorDsN: What did they tell the hon.
member at Market Square?

Mr. CORSER: Ther told us by their
sentiments that they were waiting for an
opporfunity to put somecne else on the Trea-
sury benches.

Mr. V. COOPER :
member.

Mr., CORSER:
the time.

My, Riomrns
fast Monday.

Mr. CORSER : The Government ™ gageed ™
f}’:]L‘.()I)pOSl‘[XC"l 10 less than f{ifty-two times
during the last session.

Mr. W, Cooper: They were quite justi-

Ii will not be the hon.

We are gelting closer to

~: The Oppesition were close

fi
Mr. CORSER: When the Government
members were i opposition they said theve

was no justification for the © gas These
e opl_o who said that the ‘“ gag” was not
justified are now trying to justity it. What

obstruction could there be on o debate on
the Financial Statement? The Sranding
Orders provide that each member shall be
allowed to speak for a certain amount of
time. How can the Government say that
the Oppesition have been guilty of unjusti-
fiable obstruction when on practically all
occasicis a Government member has spoken
after every Opposition member?

Ar. W. CoopeR: Noj; the hon. gentleman
is wrong. Not every occasion.

Mr. CORSER: I said on almost every
occasion, not all occasions. After the hon.
member for Brisbane had finished his speech
o1 the Financial Statement, the Premier
would not allow anr Opposition member to
follow him. A great amount has been said
about the rights of the Opposition, and we
have been condemned for our audacity to
communicate our views to His Excellency
the (Governmor. 1t is a right which I claim
is the privilege of democratic people. Ion.
members opposite do not stand for demo-

[25 Avcust.]

Svuply. 053

i¢ wovernment: they want an auntocratic
‘ with a dictator at the head of
the Opposition all
have overs right to
ixcelioney,  The authorifi
(rovernos is 1ot netessarily
the majority of membsrs of
or those following the Covern-
Ad b gutded by the
o majority of the pecple in the
is the pripeiple of itntional
and ix conrained in the instruc-
by the Governor.

vocoived by

Cs

el

Srare,  Tha

vernment
rors 1

not & patzh on
(Government

W, Cocerr: Iels
¥ pecple  for wriggling.
laughter.)

A CORSER : The hon. member will
want to be sn eel before long. As an excuse
for paising on the “ gag,” we are told that
i the pust. when the Standinx Orders were

amendea. the was still lefe there to
Lo used. Bub we remeruber in 1810 the

Standing being amended to provide
for lin of debate. The “gag’ was
introduced long before that time. It was
i the time of Labowe leader Browne that
the Standing Ovders were amended to pro-
vide for the * gag,” but, at that time there
was no Hmitation of discussion.  The Pre-
mier said, in the debate on the amendment
of the Sranding Orders in 1910, that he did
nof Lelieve in the limitation of debate, and
that o member should not only have an hour
on the Financizl Statement, but he protested
avainsi balf an hour being given in Com-
mittee, and moved an amendment to provide
that an hour should be allowed to members
11 the Committee stage.
RETARY FOR RAIL
no cbstruction.

~

avs:  Where

The
there was

Mr. CORSER :
tion on the Financial Statement,
i~ no amendment? The hon.
only making himself ridiculous.
Spemior, when speaking in 1910

How can there be obstruc-
hen there
member 1s
The present
said that

Prem
ety member should hawe full oppor:
tunity o swy what he had to say. even if

it took him an hour or two hours, and why
should he curtail debate on the Financial
Sratement? The present Government can-
nai justify their action in doing what they
so strongly condemned previously, and in
now excoeding the past Tory Governments
in <dealing so drastically with the Oppost-
tion, I hope that in the near future t}fle
Governm-ni will give an opportunity to the
people to say whether they approve of their
actions or not.

Flon, W. Foreax SMITH: You
back here after the next election.

Mr, CORSER : If the hon. gentleman gets
hack it will be more than we expect; he
was verv nearly blown out last time. It 1s
2 wonder that he ever had a majority.

Hon., W. Fomreay Syrr: I increased my
majority by 45 per cent. at the last election.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I would ask
the hon. member for Burnett to deal with
the vote under discussion.

Mr. CORSER : When hon. members oppo-
site were ‘“ gagged” by a past Government
at one time, after bhaving sufficient time
for discussion. there was a further time 1n
which discussion could take place; but now
there is not another chance. and Bills are
pushed through without sufficient discussion.
a democratic

won't be

This Covernment claim to be

Mr. Corser.]



Govern
not. aril
they can.

Mr, PEASE (#crhert): The hon. moember
who has just sat down claimed that Gpposi-
tion members hive only occupied the sume
time in debate this man for ma
as  Government . As usual with
()]mo\m(,n meinboers, the_y have mnot taken
the twoubm to verify the statemenr. I have
analysed  * Hansard” for this scssion—
pamphlet issues, 1 to 13—and this is what
1 find. Excluding questions, the Upposition
have ovcupied 684 pages of * Hanzard” in
debate, while mumbers on the Governmeng
1do——11‘“mdmg Ministers introduci Bills,
and the Prennor in making important state-
ments—have only cecupied 222 pages. That
is not stlﬂmg discussion by the Opposition.
We will deal with the members who have
spoken.  The leader of the Oppomtlon has
occupied seventy-one pages of ‘‘ Iansard,”
while the 1’1‘ernler-‘ncladv11g the measures
introduced by him as Treasurer—has only
occupied  thirty-four pages. The hon.
member for Murilla has occupied thirty-four
pages, the hon. member for Oxley twenty-
mght pages, and the hon. member for
Aubigny t»\'pntv -six pages. Then we come
to the Nationaliss members. The leader
of the Nationalist party, the hon. member
for  Windsor, has occupied twenty-eight
pages, and the hon. member for Bulimba,
who is always the champion of free specch,
has occupied no less than fort vthlce pages.
(Government laughter.) The leader of the
Country party and the leader of the Opposi-
tion have occupied 100 pages, as against the
Premier’s thirty-four pages, or three to one.

An OrrositioN MEewsrg: Have you mea-
sured it with a tape? (Laughter.)

Mr. PEASE: If the Opposition claim that
they are entitled to two pages of * Han-
sard” as against one by Crovernmom niem-
bers, and that that 15 stifling discussion, it
is just as well that the peoplc should under-
stand what is taking place

Mre. J. H. O ROBERTS (Pitiewertt
10 not Jnrﬂnu to enter into an avgument
the Premier with regard to the remav
made i (r)nl]("’ti()n witir the action o
Ieader of the Opposition in sending a letter
to Jli:i Excelleney the Governor While 1
am ready to wdmit that the Premicr had
goed reazons for stating his case, at the e
time i scemed 9 me 1u<1t he was pormpated
with the idea that the leader of the O i
tion had done something which was radical
wrong and et the dlff’lxt\ of the { hull
ber. T think the leader of the Oppastion
acted quite in accordance with fhe -
the majority of member
{Government  dizsent.)
right. in my opinion, and also in
wood many pwo‘\l" outw ‘dP to take
gary steps to bring before the Peoie wia
take sn interest In the affairs of the S

our, but we know that they are
will c¢ling to office by auny nicans

tha

the mcthods emploved by our frien

site. I litened with very great inter: HE
the sneseh m '11):\ by the Secred 1w

1220 p.m.]for Railwayvs. 1le sald he dealt
with three minh in the abj

tions raixed b the O}mmirfnn. which

(1) Thai the
mine
wore

Covernment  repres
- of the electors: (2) that pro
vsed s and Vothat free snesch
; It the Beevetary for Railws
me thet free speech hiss not been stified in
this Chamler?  Will he for one moinent

[Mr. Corser.

Suppdy. FASSEMBLY. ] Neupply.

argue on the dines that free speeeh has vo
been denied to mzmlnm sitting on this side
uf mo House? ,(ur night. as you know, we
1’ 1 the spectacle a Bill being put thl(m“}

This Louse, “ragged”’ 1h1(\u~h net
beuralls, bat in a L)lwkuumr*l“ fashion.
The CHAIRMAN: Orde The hot.

ing on the Clommittee,
¢ withdraw that expression.

She JUJLCO ROBERTS : T will withdraw
it, and will say it was put through in any-
thine but a "(‘]]Il(‘”]u]]]‘« ; lOp.)O»lh()n
fanghter)  We had the spectacle last night
of the Jeader of the Opposition getting up in
Committer to spezk on one of the clauses of

membor s reflect
I ask him

aldg

the Billl but he was no sooncr on his feet
than the Premier moved—* That the question

ba now put.”  The Chairman of Committee-
was asked  whether it was his opinion. as
Chaitvman, that the question had been fulls
cdebared?  Will you tell me, Mr. Kirwan, or
will any member of this Committes, or the
Secretavy for Railways, tell me, that when
the leader of the Oppesition stands up to
speak. and the Premier immediately *“ gags’
him, and the {Chairman of Committees says
that the Bil has been fully debated, that
that was the correet procedure to adopt?

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) :

I rise to a point

of order.
C Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS continued speak-
ing.

The CIHEAIRMAN: Ovder! I would
remind the hon. member for Pittsworth that
when an hon. member of this Committee
rises to a point of order, the hon. member
speaking must resumne ]na seat.

My, POLLOCK: T would like to know if
the hen. member for Piftsworth is in ordev
in roferming to any actlon of the Speaker, ov
af the Chairman of Committees, on the
m(:‘r ion for the clesure? If the hon. member
iy doult as to whether he can refer in
way oF not to the action of yourself.
. Uhaivinan, or of the Spesher, T refer
him to pe 254 of ** May.”

OppostrioNy MEMBERS 1nterjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T point out to
Imn. members of the Opnosition that it is a

vetevally accented practice in this Chamber
]dr when the Sneaker’s valing is disagrecd

with in the House n the Chairman’s
ruling I- disagre 1 the Committec.
S in ection must be taken by hon. wem-

the Standing Orders. I cannet
member to distuss mow an:
were given last night.

rlmw which

J. H. (. ROBERT®: I respectfally
ouf to vou that last night, in a period

ant hour and a-half. we had twont:
en, and nine of them were on

looked  extremelr

ER:  You

JOUL 0 ROBERTS . We did not look
ax f thon as the Premicr does
at rho present Do vou fell me thab
when twessy divisions are faken in an heur
a0t achall or one and three-quarter

hours.

and when nine of them are ¢ gagged.” that
that renvesents free speseh in this Chamber?

Fon. W. Forgax 31t : You do not want
vou want Heence.

My J 1L O ROBERTS: The second peing
ised was In regard to thc proxy votes. We




Serg

have Premicy

putting 1n four proxy
votes belore anyone clse has a right to vore.

Last night the Gove Hnm‘m were beaten on
niore than one occasion by a legitimate vore
ol 3% o 22 in this Chamber.

OrpoiTioNn Mevsers : Hear, hear !

dd HL 0 ROBERTS: When we con-
sider  that  the Goxu’nmvnt represent  a
staallor nomber of electors than arve repre-
sented by the Opposition, is it not a ridicu-
lous thing that 161 d bhave the spectacle
of & Bill being carried by the aid of four
v votes which the Premier carvies in hh
pockat? T suppos=c he has got thein in his
pocket to-night,

X\

Mr. Vowrks: Iie has got them up 1
sloeve,
Me. J. H. OO ROBERTS: T was pleased

that the Premier should see fit to get the
Secreta for Railways to point out that
there were some members on the Opposition
side of the Iouse who were not members of
this llouse at the time he was referring to
when th: * gag” was so brutally used. €
am nne of those members. T have a very
vivid recollection, however, of what took
place last sezzsion, Towards the end of the
session—to be correct, on the Tuesday night,
about two days before we adjourned—the
Treasurer, Mr. Fihelly, rose in his place at
half-past 10 or quarter to 11 and moved the
first reading of the Income Tax Act Amend-
ment Bill. He said, in reply to the leader of
the Opposition, that it was his intention to
put the Bill through all stages that evening.
Why, the thing became a farce under those
conditions. Just imagine an important Bill
of such a nature as an amendment of the
Income Tax Act being placed before this
Committee st 10.30 p.m.. when we were told
the Treasurer was going to put it through
all stages the same night! The Premier took
his place on the front bench and suggested

to the then Treasurer that he might give
feur or five hours 10 consider the Bill. Con-

soquently, we had the sccond reading post-
ponvd unti! the nr}‘ct day. When the second
ading of the Bill was moved there were
ouly about three speakers allowed to speak
was then ““ gagged,” and it was
“gageed ” through the (lommittee stage.
Traney an important Bill like an dmondmm
cf the incom: tax being ‘‘ gagged  through
in that way! In my hnn'lb»le opinion, and in
the opiniem of a good many members on this
side of the House, that Bill should have
-od consideration for a week rather than
hours. 1 aslk the Sceretary for Rail-
and hon. members opposite if they
getting free speech on r}n;
A
Tosn Bill was introduced last vear giving
the Covernment power M horrow .29, OOO 000,
¢ few

and

wavs
think we are
side of the House under those conditions

and it was ‘‘ gagged” through in a
minutes, What chance have we got of having
free spe ch under those conditions? It

beeawse wo realise that we are not allowed
free speech in this Chamber that wo are told
that we are setting up anothor Parliament
n Market Square,

Oprosttron. Meupers @ Hear,

MMe. JOI50 €O BOBERTS: We were hoping
ta see the hon. member for Brishane taking
the chair there, and I am sare he would be
d=ing more good for the people there than
he ix hm(\ T would like to ask the Premier
© he read an articie which appesved
“{ouvier 7 oof the 24th of this month.
It mthﬂ leads me (o bolieve that we ars

hear !

Avausr ]

9373

Seeppi

TeTng to the methods that they are
et Julgaria.  (Oppesition laugh-
.
CHATRMAN: Ovder!
L. (. ROBERTS: Other members
have becnr allowed to refsr to China and

and I do not know
Bonld not be allowed to refer to
tLanghter.) The Government got
viiemselves into such a position in Bu]garm

a2 osnd Timbucivo,

thar, owing to misdemeanonrs and the mis-
us of wouey, they are going to put the
! on their erial over rhme and arc

heading @ lot of them.  (Opposi-
tion leughter.) I recommend to the Premier
to wive serious consideration to the guestiou
of whother we should not adopt the same
neactice so far as the Government of this
Atate i+ concerned. In Bulgaria they have
oot a ~mgl Chawnber, ]ud as we have
;,ot here: and I otake it that if we adopt the
same condirions that they adopt mn Bulgaria
ulmguhm'. we should operate on the Pre-
fivst for the proxies that he holds.

mier
{l.aughter.) We will give it to him piece by
plece when his time comes. 1 bring that

under the notice of the Premier.

My, R10RDAN : There is no doubt you would
like 10 tear us to pieces.

AMr. J. . ¢. ROBERTS: I do not know
why the hon. member says that. because I
am only putting forward some construective
ideas. Opposition laughter.) I say, “ Why
net I listened- to the Sccretary for Rail-
wa, with verv keen interest on the pro-
position that when a man comes from that
side of the House to this side of the House
he should resign his seat. 1 do not agree
with that idea in any shape or form. 1
believe that the man who came from that
side to this side was the one man on that
side who showed that he realised that his
duty was to Queensland and fo Australia,
and not to the Government on the Treasury
Denchies—the one man who showed that he
appreciated the fact that his duty was to
Queensiand first and to Australia next, and
pmb'lblv to the Labour Government after-
wards. Tf the proposition of the Secretary
for Railwaxs is correct, then I say that every
member on the other side should go to the
country  as carly as possible, first of all
heesuze 1 believe that members over there
vepresent a very large minority of the people
of the Stare. In the sccond place, In the
Premier’s noliey speech, delivered 1n the
Toxhibitien Hall on the 10th September, 192G,
he said, on the wages problem—

Theve can be no permanent solution
of the diffieulty nntil a way is found to
prevent the basic wage, as determined by
+he court, bmng umnmh\t(“ v nullified by

aterial increases in the cost of the
essaries of life.”

; makes a boast that he
n considerably the cost
of the State under
evolved.

The Premier to-de
to iner
. the foodstuffs
schemes which he has
The PREMIER: No.
AMyr JHL GO ROBERTS
INESIEE ed  to  nullifv  the
asod cast of foodstuffsa!
it is. te be sare ! {(Opposition
Then hs zoes on to sav—
Government considers that a
«otical solation can be found for this
Bendey and will give nnvzmdlafc attén-
The Government is of opinion

Mr. J. H. €. Roberts.]

Yot in 1920, he
possibility  of
What humbug
laughter.}

on o it



A [AS

ihal a basic o should be determined
for Queensinnd. and that fnstead of such
wase bf;ng_{ on the con ration
1 n:m? to mainfiin 4 man

fo and three children as pro-

the Arbitration At
go should bo det
om”)od to nuaintain
and that, in order to
thovourhly cquitable system
ng of families,

ont in
. tha we
on what 1=

mined
aoman and hi
cirablish a
vid to enconrage the rea

the wife of each worker who has a famils
~honld x("uwo from a central fund &
snbsidy with vespect to each child depen-

dent upon her.
embodying this
to Parliar

it is hop=d that a Bill
cheme will be snonmmd
wont at an early date.

ktiows that the Premier 1s
ed to the policy outlined in his Tixhibi-
tion <peoch, and that being so, 1 say that
the Minitrs have not carried out the pledges
vhich they gave in 1920 to the electors of
Gueensland per medium of that speech. and,
therefore—having failed to put ‘that policy
into operation. and. what is more. having
made no attempt to do so—anr man who
comes from that side to this side of the
Houze 1s not under an obligation to carry
out the high ideals onunclatod by the Secre-
tary for Railways. that is, to We
know very well that a]t(‘ad\ in the Common-
wealth service there is provision that each
man shall receive an allowance for each
child.

The CHAIRMAN : I have allowed a very
wide range of debate on this matter for
various reasons. but T hope the hon, member
is not going to get further from the subject.
I would ask him kindly to connect his
remnrks with the vote before the Connmitiee,

Ar. J. H. RORLRT Very well:
never ho(xul vou ask rhe Sevretn
’\A, 1 to connect his pemarks
ot

¥iv ryone
ple:d

but
5 for
with the

1
1
\

The CHATRM AN

Flon, W. Fomrr
the Chair,

The CHAIRM
to withdraw that

Ar JHLCL
\\nhdhm it if

Order ! Order!

WoSwire s A reflection on

: 1 ask the hou. membor
reflection on the Chair.

ROBERTS : Of course T will

vou demand it. but I want

to say, all the same, that I believe ir is
correet,

he CITAIREIAN : Order! T now call on

the hon. membe: to withdraw and apologise
for his reflection on the Chair.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS it is a
pleasure for me to \\1thdrdw and apologise.
{Opposition laughter.) I would just like to
point out that on Iis fmng to members on
the other side on the question of free spesch,
one caunot help acknowledging that they are
(utmnlv not playving the gare, Last session
the Pwmlor applied the © gag’ to us forty-
one fitaes in eleven weeks. and this session,

n the shun penod of seven weeks, we have
had the *‘ gag” applied thirty times, 1 sup-
poxe one would not find a roCOul “of that

kind if he scarched the whole of the annals
of every Parliament in Australia. Famcy
being garrgeo” thirty times in seven weeks

and Lhen having the Premier finding fault
or trying to tell us that the leader "0t the
Um»o\lhon had done something almost against

the Constitution ! (OppObeIOH laughter )
Surely the pPople of Queensland, if they
realisc that we have been gagged” thirty

[Mr. J. H. (. Roberts.

EMBLY.]

Sepply.

times in osoven weeks, will see that we
not getring a fair dml from the Gov crniert
so far the cxpression of ouv opinions
concerned,  Purely fact that members on
this gide
members
abwolute
of conyee,

1
ihe
nt 20, er (nocto)s more then

represe
o T‘nq

&

that we J\i"l) with

Orders, underrtood by rou!

never iried to waste the tinre of the Hous
Ve have alwars tried o give matters inte

it eansideration, but 1 defy any body of
wen to give constdera to the laws of
this country under the conditions under
which we worked lust scsslon.,  There we
were sitting from halfpast 10 in the morn-
ing 111 balfpast 10 or 11 at night, and the
?,omx Bill was * gagged” through af 1.37
.m.—=z nica rort of time to ‘“ gag” through

L B of tha importance. W hat =n abeolute

Ml’( o it is ! Why could the House noi meet
for six months in the year? It should he
compulsory for it to mceet some time in
April and continue till some time in October
toglet us give reasonable consideration to
the Bills that come before us.

The PRraigR:

You are not able to do that.
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Premier s

c0 afraid that we can and will do that. mueh
fo his detriment, that he 1s not gamoc to
give us the chance. (Opposition cheer He
repeatedls keeps important measures back
till the last minute. I suppose, sinee he has
threatened to car through the whole of
the sessional programme outlined by the
Governor's Speech, that the Tramways Bill

I

will come on in the Jast hour of the sessiot,
and will be * gagged V' through, and that
then he will say that we have given intelli-

gont consideration to the mattm. The thing,
I am sor to say, is becoming an al

farce, and the sooner we get “done with it
the better. As the leader of the Opposition
points out, the only Bill which the heun.
gentloman gave us a chance of discussing at
any length  was the Primary Producers’
Organisation Bili. The Secretary for Aeri-
culture—a  strong, healthy man  at  thag

particular time—saw fit to accept nincicen
or twenty amendments one after the other.
I have seen some literature in the country
which points out that the Bill was con-
siderably m\mmod owing to the fact that
the Minister in his wisdom had accepted
amendments from the Opposition. (Laughter.)
T}mt being the experience of the Secrefary
for Agrlcuhuw, as a result of which he 1s
proud of the measure and is prepared to
father it cither into poverty or prosperity,
why should not the Government give us the
chance to discuss other Bills more advan-

o

tageously and in the interests of the people.
rather than ** gag’ them through as they

are doing at the present time? We, as
members, should be proud, and you, Mr.
Kirwan, as Chairman of Committees should
be proud of the fact that. within seven wecks
we have had the ¢ gag” applied to us
thiviy times. I suppese that last session was
almost a  record—forty-one applications of
the *“ gax >’ in cleven weeks. Thix time we
are going tc break all rccords. I for one
stand right behind tho leader of the Opposi-
tion in hlS action in addressing a letter tn
His Excellen the Governor. I =sincereiy
hope that that letter will have the ro Wt
of getting His Excellency to look a little
more clesely into mattors and to ascertain
whether the leader of the Opposition is wrong
in his contention that we are not getting =
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fair Jdeal #o for as the debates are concerned

is tlm Chamber.
Qeeosirioy MEMBERS : Hear,
My, HARTLEY (Fitcroy): T want to say
ward or two in support of this vote before

hear !

it vees through. I think that. in  the
present Governor, Queensland is fortunate in

havina a man with such ability a« to take
a very keen interest in cvery branch of the
development and welfare of the State. 1le is
u“xo to look after the welfare of the State, not
oniy i regard to its industries, but also in
regard to its administration. T think that he
showed he was one of the foremost statesmen
of <he FEnglish thinking people in the attituds
which he took up recently, after having been
approached by the leader of the Opposition
under the prerogative of a private citizen.

That is the only way in which the hon.
gentleman  could  have appreoached  the

Governor and the King's representative. T
thivk it 1s a reflection upon the inteiligence
of the community and of the Governor for
the hon. gentleman to think that he could
u-e thai private capacity to approach Iis
Ixeelleney on a question connected with the
vitul administration  of this  State.  His
Excellency  certainly  estimated the hon.
gentleman’s action at its true value when he
refused to take any notice of the letter.

3. Vowrrs: He did take notice; I have
acknowledgment from him here.

My, HARTLEY: There scems to be a
great deal of trouble in the application of
the " gag” in the conduct of the business of
this Chamber. It is just as well to admit
that it is not a motion that anybody cares
very much about; but it certainly is a neces-
sary motion to enable the Government to
get through a good deal of business. If
people set a bad example, th oy cannot blame
other people when thev get a little of their
own medicine back. As far as I have seen,
nine times out of ten when the “ gag ™’ has
been applied the Opposition have deseu ed it.

Mr. Kerr: What about the Salaries Bill
yesterday ?

Mr. HARTLEY :
ber ou to have got it about ten minutes
bs‘fmo he did. One motion I do not like
for is closure of an: debate in this
: but when I saw the hon. merber
for Bulimba get up and deliberately try
to waste the time of the Chamber in altering
a figurs from ¢ two ™" to ** three 7 in relation
to the tire when the Bill should come into
aperation, T knew he was out purely to
provoke——

I think the hon. mem-

=

ITon. W. H. BarNE2: You are absolutely
Wrong.

Me. ITARTLEY: an the hon. member
show what possible good effect there weould

have been in altering the date of ihe appli—
cation of that m nasure from 1922 to 19237 v
was purely provoking, enticing, and exeiting
the Premicr to apply the closure. It was che
srme wirh the hon. member for Knoggera.
That hon, member gotup with a supposititious
ammendment; and, when he had the oppor-
tunity of moving if after the hon. member
for Bulimba had \lehdld“ 1, he did not know
on what line he was going to move it, and h»
was promptly ' ge ggod.” If anybody
offended in relation to this, it was ‘he pre-
vious Administration. The hon. member for
Burnett, commenting on the remarks of the
Q(‘motdlv for Rallways cheerfully quoted the

number of pages in < Hansard * to show the

25 AvgrUst.)
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amouu‘r of space that had been allowed by
the Denham Government to be taken up on
an Eleetions Bill.  As I interjected ar the

time, the pages weve filled with divisions,
e , N

mostly  the do‘ure and the «different

clauses, That shows how ruthless the Denham

the hon.
ral others on

Gr)\'("rnmont wore,

supported by
member for

Bulimba and seve
thar si(lo I am going to give a few of those
pages .1<h the hon. member for Buinett
held up showing how fmb(armo "hev Were
and hov thev allowod free discussion. On
page 1717 there is one division; on page 1718
thore is one division: on page 1719 theve are
fivo divisivizs: on page 1721 there are two
divisions: on page 1793 there are four di
sions: on page 1725 theve are three divisions:
¢t hage 1727 there are two divisions: on page
1731 there are two divisions: and on page
1736 theve ave two divisions. There were
two and fhree divisions on nearly every
page when that Bill was in Committee.

Mr, ¥orve: The © gag

My, JJARTLEY : Yes, but that was not
mmmvh: they were not tisfied with the

qw " This was an Elections Bill to place
ju the hands of people the power of choosing
thml own representative, to enlarge the fran-
chis, o that the best system of “(*})lcsentﬂuc
government could be evolved. Of course,

cach time.

know that, ' under the cush,” the Govern-
ment were using the elections law to get
their own representatives in; that 1\ our

private view of it. The Covernment of that
dav. supported by the hon. member for
Bulimba and several others, could not gut
that measure on the statute-book quickly
cenough. The “ gag’’ was not ruthless
(\nouﬂh or brutal enough. I think the hon.
ser for Albert was a member of that
rinistyation.

Hon. J. G. Avprs: ,
gave vou four weeks on that Bill

Mr. HARTLEY: In Rockhampton I did
a lot to undo what the hon. member had done
by putting names on the roll. It was very
])lehanf to do it. They were not content with
using the  gag ”—tnat ruthless instrument
for the suppression of free speech—they had
another instrument, Standing Order 251,
under which they dutomah(’all“ put through
cvery clause without dizcussion. On every
clause the axe automatically came down chop,

Of course, he was: he

chop. chop.
Ilon. J. G. AppiL: Because you occupied
the whole time on the early clauses.

M. h—\RTLEY Those apostles of free-
dom of speech and liberty invented this, and,
instcad of having the question put to the
TTouse cach time as to whether the debate
should be “closured,” every clause as it
same up was * gagged 7 through automatic-
ally without discussion. The only right the

Opposition had then was to call Dlvlde. ?
[9 pm.]
AMr. Vowrnzs: How many hours’ discussion

did they get beforehand ?
Mr. HARTLEY: They did not get an
opportunity of discussion at all

Hon. J. G. Apprn:

Mr. HARTLEY: In Committee, the then
Opposition  never had an  oppertunity of
nmioving amendments on some clauses. The
closure was applied automatically. It is no
good talking about how much time there was

Hartley.]

Now, now!

M,
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fer discussion. When
tavse 25 of the B
s guillotine.”
}{or‘ J. G

nrett t o
pur on the

Apprt : The Orposition

had three weeks to discuss it.
GoveryarsT MEw8ERS: No, no !

My, HARTLEY

Tt 13 vo gond

the Opposition had thres weeks ov three
vears.  Fon, wmembers opposite claim that
ey do not get an ()puovtumt" discussi

the clauses. They claiwmed that they | 10t
an opportunity of scussing o Bill whiel
contained only one principle. Ther had five

feurs’ discussion on the sacond rrading.

My, Vowrey : When hon. members opposite
werce in opposition they would stonewall one
clause and never go bevond is.

Mr. HARTLEY :

for Pittsworth com

I heard the hon. memb
plaining that the ()p
tion had been ¢ xsrgcd’ fortv -one times in
one session. When we were in opposition we
were *¢ gagged” about fortv times in oro day.
and on one Bill. I have not counted the
number of times, but it must be about that.
The then Govﬂrnment were not content with
arplying the closure in the ordinars way, but
when they got to clause 25 of a Bill of
seventy-nine  clauses,  they put  on  the
¢ guillotine,” and every clause went through
without dlscm iioiz.  The hon. member for
Burnett guoted certain page: to show what
diseussion had talken plar(\ to illustrate how
forbearing the Govornment of the dax werc,
I find that on page 1854 there were two
divisiors, on page 1856 three divisions, on
page 1857 five ivisicrs, on page 1858 four
divisions. on pege 185G four divisions,
page 1860 four ns, and thesn the
was passed, The Go vernmert o theo
feund  that tH ordinary closure was no:
suficiently  offective  in prevenbing  the
OT)DO:;IEIO"X vm(mg their sentiments in the
intarests of the people in order to deviss an
Elestions Bill aceeptakle and of bensiit ‘o tho
n"op]P s they brougid in the move dessiic

O

cl “gud Iotme, Toen zhlm; the
ren to  go throush auts-
matically,

Hon.

It was

done in the

same way as hu r are put thr
at the end of s That i« e
the position.

Mr. HART LTV: It is no good the hou.
gentleman taking un an a!,ttltud like that.
ile surely does not say that if a Govern-

ment can pass th\ cmainder of the Esiimates
dayﬁ; without dissussion, that

s o 1monopoly of the *“gay.”

: J. G Apreern: If the Government
weuld only give us the time that we are
allowed, we would be satisficd.

Mr. HARTLEY : The present Opposition
are receiving more time th‘:n was allowed us
when we were in opposmmn Anyone can sce
that by reading through ¢ Hansard.” That
was the treafment that we received, not on
one Bill, but on many Bills. The Industrial
Peace Bill was another Bill on which the
Government brutally silenced the representa-
tives of the people who were then in opposi-
tion, and finding that the ordinary closure
was insufficient the ‘° guillotine” was insti-
tuted

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Mr.
Mr. Vowres: What, again?

Mr, POLLOCK: Just exercising some of
the rights of free speech. The hon. member

[Mr. Hartley.

Kirwan—

Seupply.

for Pirtsworth made many allusions 1o what
he formed the Goverument's uvtair method

of " gwagging’’ business in this Chambe:, He
stated  that  the  Opposition  had  been

gl thivky times in soven woeeks, [
find that in 1910. on the sulation

then

Bili the Labour 1 5
? fortv-one thues

in oppos WAz,
i about an hour.

Me. Vowres:, What?

Mr, POLLOCK : I was “ gagged”
one times in about an hour.

My, Vowres: It could not be
takes four minutes to have a
four forties are 160.

Mr. POLLOCK : 1 have the figures here.

My, Vowres: The figures are wrong,

My, POLLOCK: Perhaps the .hour is
wrong, At any vate, the Opposition were
© gagged” {ovty-onc times within the space
of three hours. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Epwarps: The hon. member should
look again, and see whether it was not six
hours,

Mr. POLLOCK : The pre-ent hqn. member
for Albert, who was at tha‘r: tirue  tHome
Secretary and Minister for Mines, in intro-
ducing a Rnl, said that it was a short Bill of
seventy-one clauses, and had schedules con-
tuining several divisions.

Hon. J. . Apper: That is so.

Mr. POLLOCK : On this Bill an order was

made by the then Tory Government that the
Bill should be pass od through the Committee

party.
“pagged’

forfy-

done. It
division, and

b the following da

Mr. VowLEs: By  means  of the
““ guiilotine.”

My, POLLOCK: Tt does mnot makter

call it the * gag’” or the
the fact remains that everyone
went through the House
moember being allowed to

whether

v gmllotxm‘
of those claus
without any ho
speak upen tham,

Mr., Vowrss: They could have spoken if
they had wanted to.

My, POLLOCK : was stifled.

Hon. J. G. AppeL:. Give the time that was
allowed on the discussion.

e, POLLOCK : Two days.

My, Vowtis: We are not allos
seonds,

Mr., POLLOCK : After the thivtieth cleuse
had been discusied, the hon. member: for
Albert said, © This is 2 most imporbant _Blll,
and one that requires serions consideration.”

Hon. J. G. ArreL: But did not get it.

Mr. POLLOCK : Fortv-one
were ruthlessly * gagged”
House. What does it matter whether the
closure is termed the “zag” or “guillotine” ?
1s does not matter to a man who is going to
be hanged whether the process of execution
iz called the rope. the knife, the axe. or the
bullet. The man is going to die. (Lond
laughter.)

you

Tree speech

two

of those clauses
through this

Those forty-onc clauses—irom clause 31
to clause 72—were put through in one even-
ing. On those divisions, the members who
voted for the “ guillotine,” and to “ gag”
members of the Labour party forty-one times
ia one evening. were Messrs. Appel, G.
. Barnes, W. H. Barnes, Xidston,
cartney, McIntosh., Morgan, Petrie, L.




‘
RST

Jeo {

2. Roboerts, e, Walker, and Wienholt.
Why is th belated cry about the
Labour pdlf ;oostr [mm frec ~pooeh' Prac-
tieally the samn thing occurred in the dt‘bat

e the Jslectora

1 Districis Bill of 1913.
many elauses

were o gagged” through.

vhen

Mr. Comser:

"here was any
dise

ion first of all, though.

Mr. POLLOCK.: The hon. member made
an awful noise a few minuies ago about the
Government’s prevention of free speech. 1In

amount of

November, 1913, when the ILlections Bill
was being put tmougq the C’lmmbur, quite
a  larze  number of the clawss  +were
gagged” thlougrh by the then Gov ernment
after less than two days’ diseussion. .
r. Corsvr: After days and davs of dis-
torn.
Mr., POLLOCK: The hon. miembor for

Burnett, who has made such a noise. was
one of those who voted to apply the © gag”’
over twenty times to the Labour party 1in
one evening, The division list shows thar,
amongst those who voted for the muwotion
ro *“gag” the Labour party, were Mosers.

Appel, G. P. Barines, W. H. Barnes. Beb.
bington, Bell, B, H. CO‘:.CL E.B, C. 70;‘501‘.
(rant, L,L1bb Hodge, Luke, Morgan, Peirie,
T R, Toom bwnyne Vowles, V\olsbv and
White. They all voted to upplv this ruth-
josa grnu]otmo method time =after time to

the Labour party. Hon. members ODPOSIES

said that they have had no opp)xtumt
scussing the clauses of a Rill. When
it has been shown that they wanted to intel-
ligently discuss a clause, and not to obstruct.
they were always permitted to discuss it
but wever since 1 have been a member of
the House has there been any ettemipt b

s Government to utifise the © guillotine™
on any Bill before tlie Chamber.

Hon. J. (. AperrL: Last session a lot of
Bills were put through in one day at the
“nd of the session—first reuding, second road-
ing, third reading, and Lunmucm(' stages

Mr. POLLOCK ; Since 1 have be
thero has ver bnon d
afteiep! was made to

C"‘

I through

11i its stage at a cortain tiee by the
** guitlotine.”

Mr. Vowres: Noj bur it has been worse
than that.

KMr. POLLOCH The Fetimares onlv last

s¢ »Om‘ern days, and at the end
it has been the customn for
Estimates  to  go through
without discussion. The hen.

that time
wears for the
autonitically
member knovws

that; I do not want him t « unoutlage the
discussion.
Mr. Comspr: We are not

¢ ~m(:uﬂafrmv
it. You put it through without the © suillos
tine.” B
A POLTOCK :
the * guillotine,”” has never
when hon. members opposice
that they dos

The ““gag.” let alone
breen applied
have shown
red to intellivently discuss a
question. T have seen the hon. member for
Nundah gettiny up in the 3 without
any idex of what he was going to tulk abous.

Mr. Vownss: Ie had circulated amend-
ments

Wiy POLLOCK : Anmendments  were
handed to him  after he commenced 1o
speak.  He did not know what to do: he

got up to ‘“ hold the fort,”” and hon.

mem-
bers opposite were

sneaking round while
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¢ him amendments,
ite say they have Loen

naucial Statement shis
15 side the members who lhave
e 1{\ Premier, and Messrs., Forgan
. AL J. Jones, Collins, B ulcock,
Foloy, Poliock, &iopford, and
and on the Opposition side Messrs,

. P Barnes, Maxwell, W. . Barnes,

“letehier, Green. Deacon, Clavton,

Hidwards, BMorgan. J. H. C.

ppel,  Swayne. J. Jones, and

. Mhere have been rent ey

s on tho Opposition side against

of curs. vet bon. membie ppm‘,ﬁt,t\
corcplain that they do not get sufficient

opportunity to  dizeredit the (fovernment,
beeause, after \111. that is what they are trying
t> do. They have no constructive criticism
to offer of this Government. Hon. members
are coming along at vather a late hour to
aplain of the ‘“gag,” considering what
ther did when thev were in power.

LOR ('H'in(fwr): We have been
how mpy times the “gag’ has been
Apphud on various ociasions in connection
ith different Bills and various discussions,
what ve want to know from hon. mem-
opposite is this: When the ““ gag” was
od at the times mentioned. did they
f..i“k that the right thing was being done
by the then Government? Not one of them
is game to say that the Government on those
oceasiors did the right thing. If fhaf was
their .)p-mon then, what is it now? Why
ould they change their opinion now dnd
v that the “‘_{Lg at the pressnt time is
mrl“ when they sav i% was wrong a year
rwo ago when other Governments brought
in? Che en, with regard to the discussion
the inancial Seatement snd matters
conerally.  Government members  natarally
do not usnally speak as much as Opposition
mvm sers,  becauss 1t 18 not necowsary for
hewm fo r!o so0. They discuss Bills in caucus
a0 all about them bofore they come
in the (namb v, The O\)pg itlon are here
¢, point out the weaknesses of measures and
r broamendments improve them. but it

aot necsssary for Government mmnbnrs
v nove ams mdm\x.h in Rills which the Go-

ent introduce, as the Bills are thrashed
in thele caucus mom'm Hon. members
o know per ecz\ that they do
any brief for the “gag.”” They
= that quite well. But, in order to suit
¢ parpose of the Government at the pre-
ent time, they brought 1n the < gag.” They
o not eiven us o fair chance, cither during
wjon or the present session, to con-
ihe legizlation they have introduced.

Arronvey-Gr that

1
o

w PI‘

The

we brought in the
TAYLOR:

Do vou suy
¥

No. vou did
m,ldo jollx

not bring ib
<ro«)‘1 wse of it

You not fov got that 1t w
and Lave not forg 1 to
vou thought it wa= in the
inforests of "(‘L'IV narty i courider
use of the © any paviy s

a thing o be de Ue(*d‘rml Thut 1hm ¢ are cazes,
when »iiful ohs in regard to
that i rcossary for the

: 101\ be
Bill we

«d to

d o the ¥
wore not ailm
sos at ail

You sfto

newatled

~

IMr. Taylor.]
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My, TAYLOR: It was not the o guille-
tine,” but what was the differcnce?  We
were not allowed to dizeuss them when the
Premier moved the closure, and the clauses

were carried,

My, W. Coorer: Yeu walked out of the
Charnbor.

3. YLOR: o felt that it wa- no e
protesting in the orvdinary way, and it was

necessary to draw Xht att
the way In
iod out.

wtion of the people
ttion was being
We found it necessary to iake

soine  kind  of demoustration that the
peeple would krow how legis was helng
passed i this Chember. T a moembar

in this Chewmber who will that the
whole of the proceedings in Parlianenc yes-
terday wers a disgrace? I nhtnb\)r» only
realized thelr respousibility such seones would
not oecur.  Parliament ,m,ul Lo a place to
set an exwnple to the vhole comumunity @ bue
Ve v we  showed  how  parliamentary
busines, should not be conducted.

Moo VOWLES (D4

acadeniie Uobzm this
stitutional question,

vyt We sturted an
rernoon on the con-
and we  have dlltm[
down to the history of the > gag,” amd zll
sorts of recollections are being indulged in.
While «pcaliers on the Governmeng side we
various

quoting matters, they veally over-
looked  what meubers «do  not  generally
understand—thst Is the differcnce between
the applhieation of the “ gag™ aund the

“

guillorine.”  They forgot to explain thet
o one occasion when the * guillotine” was
used the Home Secrctarvy of that time allowed
three solid days to debate the matter. when
they were to get to a certadn point. How-
ever, the Opposition of that time were stub-
horn and mulish—I beg vour pardon. Mr.
Kirwan, I forget vou were one of them.

Mr. F. A, Coorer: No, he was not oue of
them.

My, VOWLES: Then T apologize. The
others were very mulish. Imstead of allocar-
ing the time and getting as far as rhm‘ could,
they hung around one clause and <ohated it
all the time. We used o go outside. and
when we eame in again ~re found them still
debating 1t.  They cut off their noses
spite their faces. In some cases they had as

much as nine days before the ¢ guillotine”
was uzed. The hon. member for Gregory

referred to a Bill of seventy-two clauses
being put through. T have a id recollee-
tion of the Indystrial Arbitration Act being
passed here in 1915, It was a Bill of ninety-

four clauses and two schedules of twenty
clauses.  After sitting hore all night I spoke

seven times
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
that you were stenewalling.
v VOWLES: I was asked to sneak on
the second reading at § o'clock in the moru-
ing, and I spoke for one and a-half hours.

twent

That was proof

The ArtroRNEY-GENERAL : After beiug un all
night?
Mr. VOWLES: Yes. We had to work it

relieved
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in refays, and we each othor in
batches,  Under the guillotine” vou have
a certam ount of time to debate the quer

tion. It iz like the Government handing
over a bone, and you wrangle over it for a3
long. for as h tle. as vou like. But we find

ourselves in o difierent position to-dav. e
ave not here to put on record the application
of the “ gag.” What I want to omphasise
is the breaches of promises made to wus.

[Hr. Taylor.
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Farlier in the session, when the Opposition
weore compelled to submit to an alteration
«=f the Standing Orders, with the resnli thas
the discussion on the Address in Reply was
curtailed, I pointed out the injusiice that
was being doue to us because mauy membors
vwould be denrvived of the right to veutilate

their omnmn. The Premier made o com-
pact, a sald that we would be all vight,
a- cvervone would have a chunce to -ponk
on the Fioaerclal Statement  The hon. mem-

bor for Gregors quoted the names of those
vho \1)(\}\0 on the Financial Statement: but

Premier broke his promise and applied
" although he made a promise in
‘mhl\ that members would be
a]lo \(d to discuss the Fmducm} Statement.
T.ast night, booause hon. members ere
denied the vight to ventilate their o«yim\mw
here. they had to have recousse to the p"‘nw
streets.  They went down to the Mark
Square aund made their speeches there, which
they were not permitted to meke heve.

A, EDWARDS (VYanango) :
to the letter which the leader
tion sent to His Excellency, [ am <f opinion
that he was psrfectly within his rights. The
arritude of hon. members opposite calls to

With vezard
of ho Opprosi-

my mind a remark I onee heard passed
by Andrew  Fisher many rears ago,
long before I ever thought I would becouie
& nmember of Parvliament.  Andrew Fisher

said that when a new man enters Parliament
overy  opportunitz is given lo him. He
ciphasised that very strongly. ¥le said ¢
for the first fwo ov three sessions of Parlia-
ment every opportunity was given te a new
nian,

The ATTORNEY-(FENERAL :
shows auy nromise.

Mr. EDWARDS : Andrew Fisher said that
after that time they showed the new member
no merey,  Ie said that it depended on the
member himsolf whether there was anything
in im oy mot. T remember those remeavks
just as if they were made vesterdax.

That is, if he

3Mr. Corpins: They were wery sensible
remarks.

AMr. EDWARDS: Exactly. I think they
were very sensible remavks. Having heard
the Hon, Mr. Fisher make that stafemcnt I
fully expocted when I came into this House

that I would meet with that kind
pan.jof consideration; but, from the
first day we entered this I’arlia-
a4 jiew members, we were jeered at
sred at by every member on the other
m the Premier down.
Mr. W. {'00FEE: You were not.

Mr. BDWARDS @ It is the =ame to-day. If
we pass a pemark, the Premier himself will
vofor in a snesving manner to a new member
that be does not undersfand what he is say-
ing, Iray without any hesitution that this is
a cowaiily attitude on the part of men whe
have had vears of experience, and I would
hi inyself contemptibls if I adopted it
a man who did not know the ropes.

after all, it has been a gcod thing,
new members who came into this
wHe 1 lﬂlfé\ numbers in 1920 have learned
<he rop s nretty well, and are beginning te
understand, T thought when I entered thla
House that I would be able, as T had done in
country mecetings, to advance cominon-senss
srguments thet would be listened to, but
members  opho listen to wnothing in a
comnion-sense  state of mind—it 15. party,
party all the time—and the Premier has

towar ds
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“brought forward this ques‘mon to-day to try
to cover his tracks and make party capital,
a_thing which I consider is not very credit-

able to him or the n}embcrs behind him.
Hon. members opposite argue that the
*gag’ was used as fay back as 1910, Surely

that is not a reazon why it should be applied
to-day? If we are going to advance, as the
houn. member for Bowen is e\'@llﬂ:tl‘lﬂl\' tell-
ing us we wmust, surely free speech should b»
given to wmembers of this Assembly? I say
without any hesitation that most of the hon.
wmembsors on the other side speale against
their consciences emlw‘v w hen they back up
the Premicr when he mov the “ gag.
Clauies in the Bill before us ld 5 night woere
not debated at all. No member on this side
of th Committee was allowed to get on his
feot even to move an amendment, becausc
immediately the Premier moved—That the
question be now put. .Sureiy hon. members
opporits have no idea of what is a fair and
square deal or what is British falrplay ! The
hon. member for Fitzroy, who I am sorry is
not in hls place, the other night invited tho
Premier to accept an amendment from this
side of the House, but the Premier looked
at him and said it would not do, and the
hon. member voted with the Premier abso-
lutely against his own conscience. This state
of affairs has bocome a disgrace to the State,
and I appeal to hon. members on the other
side to drop these severe party tactics and
look at these things from a common-sense
point of view., The most ridicuious thing
that has ever been carried out in any public
institution—I1 think one might say in the
world—is the spectacle of the Premier with
four proxy votes in his pocket on every
oceasion.,

Mr. W. CooPER: That is what hurts

Mr. EDWARDS: It does hurt me.
not one of those who want to get on to the
Treasury benches. T do not care two straws
about that, but when you can let men stay
away from a Chamber and bring in their
votes and use them when they have heard no
arguments, I think it is ridiculous, it is scan-
dalous. It is not a fair deal ; thero is nothing
British about it. Let us face the position
hl\e men, let us stand up for what we con-
sider is right. The hon. member for Rose-
wood represents a farming constituency. He
is pledged to the socialisation of everything
that the farmer produces.

My, W. CoorEr: You are wrong.

The CHAIRMAN : T hope the hon. member
will address himsclf to the vote before the
Committes, and not deal with the Govern-
ment party programme.

Mr. EDWARDS: Getting back to the ques-

tion. T am one of those who believe that the
increase in this vote should be given. T have
taken 2 keen interest in His Excellenes’s
doings ever since he has come to the State,
and T quite agree with the remarks of the
Premicr. I am sure that many of his utter-
ances attract a lot of mnotice on the other
side of the world and do Queensland much
good. When I mentioned that fact in this
House first, the hon. member for Bowen
laughed and jeered. He does not laugh or
jeer to-day. Hon. members opposite realise
that His Excellency is doing a lot for this
State. He is doing his utmost to keep it
British.

Mr. CorLivs: Do rou mean to say that we
are not British?

Question put and passed,

1922—3 o

you.
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EXECTUIIVE COUNCIL.

The PREMIXR : I beg to move—That £110
be granted for * Kxecutive Council.”” The
vote requires no explanation.

Question put and passed.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—That
£19.619  be  granted for ¢ Legislative

Assembly.”?

Mr. VOWLES (Dwlby): I think cveryone
will agree with me that the officers of the
IIouse deswrve their salaries.

Mr. Corrnrng: Particularly the ¢ Hansard ”’
nien.
My. VOWLES: They all do theu duty, and

thev do it well, particularly the “Hansard
staff. T want to refer to the question of clerks
and stenographers, 1 am not referring to
the secres officers who hide behind curtains
or anything of that sort, but to the fact that
we recently decided to employ two men for
the benefit of the members of Parliament. It
seems to me, from what I can gather, that
those officers are practically monopolised.
My, Corrixsg: That is not so.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know. They are
used in preparing letters, or whatever they
may be called—circulars of all kinds, politi-
cal propaganda, They are called upon to do
all kinds of political propaganda. This
House should not employ stenographers for
the purpose of helping a prospective candi-
date for a Iederal seat.

Hon. W. Berrram: It is not being done.
Mr. VOWLES: I think the Premier him-

self knows that it has been done, if it is
net being done now.
Hon. W. BERTRAM:

now.

Mr. VOWLES : There is an admission from
the Speaker himself that it has been going
on. If the stenographers are to be con-
verted into a political agency and their time
monopohsed by one individual while others
who have business letters to attend to can-
not obtain their services, the sooner we get
rid of them the better. The object in having
these stenographers is to enable members to
get their correspondence replied to quickly.
The only object 1n having these men paid out
of the public purse is to enable members
to have their tvping done for them. .
strongly object t+ the class of work that has
been done by these men until quite recently.

Mr. Dasu: Why complain;
seeretary yourself,

My, VOWLES: I have a
leader of the Opposition.
a secretary as Premier., My secrctary does
nothing: but pax Iiamenturv work, 1If one
member of this Assembly is using these steno-
-graphers for the purpose of doing propa-
ganda work and is monopolising their ser-
vices, it is high time the matter was brought
before the House.

It is not being done

you have a

secretary as
The Premicr has

Mr. BRENNAN : Do not Opposition members
use those stenographers?
Mr., VOWLES: I have had complaints

from members on this side that they cannot
get theiv correspondence attended to. I am
pleased to have an assurance from mno less a
person than the Speaker that that does not
obtain now; although he admits that it did
olitain qvute recently.

Mr. Vowles.]
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Mr, 'LOR (Windsory: 1 think this
matter is worthy of consideration. These

hesn appointed to assist
members of this Parliament 1o carry out
their dutics and not to assist any member
in connection with Federal matte Those
stenographers should be under tnx control
of the Speaker or some responsible officer,
<0 that their duties maz be directe

Hon., W. BrrrraMm: They are under
control of the Speaker now.

Mr. TAYLOR : T am vers pleased to hear
it.  No individual should have a monopoly
of their time while others cannot obtain
their services, I have not found it necessary
to call on their services. but there are mem-
bers who do, and it is only fair that those
members should have a turn in ‘getting
their work done.

“tenogr aphers have

the

Mr. W, Coorer: Have they been turned
down?

Mr., TAYLOR: T am not in a position to
sav. 1 have heard complaint:. Y¥rom what

the Speaker has said it i1s quite evident that
there have been abuses, I am pleased to
know hs is controlling them.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): 1t is highly
unfair to attacik the hon. member for Rock-
hampton for being encrgetic, It is the duty
of members to attend ro all matters they
arvce called upon to look after. The hon.
member for Rockhampton is an example to

other  members of what might be done.
Federal members do not give State members
a fair “spin”’; we have to do a large portion
of their work,

Mr, W, C()OP]CR {foscwood): 1 quite
agrev with the hon. member for Toowoomba
HL any member of this Chamber should
carry out the dut of his position regard-
]n‘.\r “of whether it i« a \twe or Federal

watter. The State members do 80 per cent.
(;f the Federal members’ work: they are
ompelled to reply to correspondence nut
v in their own cleciorate, but in the
storates adjeining theivs w 1.1(~h are com-

Iy

in the Federal clectorate. In six
[ veceived 2,600 lette and 50 per
cent, fated to Tederal matters. Except
on about half & dozen cecasions I have not
gohe to the stenogrspher to typewrite any

letters for me.  If hon. members opposite are
too dilatory to look after the interests, not
only of their own electorate, but of the
IFederal clectorate of which their electorates
are a portion, that is no fault of the Govern-
ment.  They have the same privilege and
right to apply for the services of these steno-
graphers as members on the Government side
have.

Mr, MOORE (4dubignyi: There is a differ-
ence between a man looking after his own
electorate and sendmg circulars and other
matter cut in a Federal publicity campaign.
We »n\m what is going on at the present
time. The hon. nv‘mbel for Rockhampton
contemplates contesting a Federal electorate.
Ministers are endeavouring to help him in
his campaign. When the member for any
electorate which is in the Federal electorate
of (/dpncornn makes application for a new
schocl, the Minister replies saying that Mr.
Ivnr(le has alvready scen to the matter and
it ha: been agreed to.

he CHAIRMAN : Ovrder! T do not wish
tn es:uot the hon. member’s discussion. but
if he has any specific cases of that kind I
hope he will deal with them on the particular
votes,

[3r. Taylor.

BLY ) Supply.
AMr. MOORE: 'That is the sort of letter
that ix sent out by these stenographers. They

deal with matters, not in hon. moembers’ own
State clectorate, but in a T"‘Odmal electorate ;
it iz merely ]Jl()pd."‘andd work in a Federal
campaign. These men are monopolised to an
extent that they should not be.

Hon. W. Berrraym: That is not so.

Mr. MOORE: I am quite prepared to
accept tha assurance of the hon. member for
Marveo,

Ilon. W. BerrRAM: The hon. member for
Ru(:khan.puu h#s no more privileges than
the hon. member for Aubigny.

Be. QORE: I am quitc prepared to
aceept th;\ hen, member’s word, A little

wlulo ago thoze men were monopolised,

Mr, W. Coorrk: That is not so.

Mr. MOORE: It time that that sort of
thirg was stopped.

My, FRY Members of the

Nationalist party hﬂe utilised the services of

these men. We all agree that they are very
energetic and capabl and carry out their
work well; they do everzthing that is

Still, there is more work
put on them than should be the cuse. The
hon. member for Rosewood said that he
voceived 2,600 letters in six months.  That
works out at ovor fifteen a day. When the
Nationalist paity have tried to get work done
it has heen found that a certain member’s
work has been on the machine. As © whip”

expected of them.

of the party have several times gone to
have work done, and although the wmon
assured me that they would be only too

willing and pleased to do thex hd(l this
work of one individual. %When is House
is paying enormous sums of moser for work
i1 connaction with this Humc the services
should not be monopolised by one individual,
in connection with work which is not strictly
the work of th:: House. When those steno-
graphers leave this Ilouse at night they are

it,
AY

very, very tired, and hou. members should
give to them that consideration whvch is due
to them, and not “(IULS them to (AO work

il can » well be done cutside—the
work that is not legitimately connected with
this Perliarcer t. I am very pls d to have

the assurance of the hon. member for Marce
that they will in the future not be burdened
as they have been in the past.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I think the
Opposition would have been arguing on
sounder lines if they had suggested. that

there should be an additional appointment
when they found that they could not get
their work done. The hon., member for Rose-
waocd said that he received 2,600 letters in six
months, I am slways at this House, and I
have scldom seen the hon. member for Rose-
wood having his work done hera, so presumn-
ablv he has it done outside. Since 1909, 1910.
1911, when I =at in opposition. my work as
a parliamentarian has increased. and I take
it the work of hon. members opposite has
increased alto. We have now to deal with
matters that we had not to deal with then.
The stenographers should be supplied with
the most up-to-date machines. The machines
that we have now are not the most up-to-date.
What we want is efficlency. I agres with
the hon. member for Kurilpa—I do not often
agree with him—we have two as good men’
as we can possibly got; but if we are going
to get the best out of them, they must be
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vovided with the best machines known to
n, and 1 hopo whoever Js responsible for

that will have those :nuchines supplied. 1T
do mnot think that two stenographers arve
sufficient. for seveniz-two members, I am

told that in other Parliaments they have any-
thing up to hulf a dozes men. Too loug, have
ve  disregarded the vights and  privileges

attached to ouv position as representatives of
thie people.

Mr. Vowres: The hon. member will be a
Tory very shortlv: he wants all the privi-
leges,

Me. COLLINS: 1 belieye that \Hmn I am

g use of ﬂuf

mak 1
gyrapher I am loo

OUVICes (i
cooafter the

1!:{0“ sts of

clectors, 1. with the liu’ ‘Iwmbor for
Rockhampton, can bL found here every day
in the week, looking after my electors’
interests.  Fon. members opposite should not
““throw off” at an hon. member who is so
caergetic and who 15 \hm ng an example
to the Ovpositior. 1 say to the Opposition

—“ Go thou and do likewi=e.” 1 do not mean

that they should go and do exactly what that
kon,
Aubi

member is doir The hon. member for
gny said that certain cireulars had bueen
T would ask him to prove his casc.
Mr. BrenNax: The leader of the Opposition
sald that they were love letters,
Vowres : The hon. member 1 referred
I understand, is a great ladies” man.
My, What the
Dalby has caid is untrue.

Mr. COL S Hou.
not be so much concerned with finding fauvlt
with the Lon. member for Rockhampton.
it the present stenographers have too much
work, another sts-no‘mphe should  be
sppointed in order that our work should be
<done In »n up-to-date wu In"the different
Government nﬂicc\ Cthere  are  up-bo-date
machines. At one time half my time was

accupied in writing 1 :tters to my electors;
trnt was before the appointments were made
in this homo If I awm to ke an up-to-date
czislater 1 st have time to read the
ditferont \volln which ;n()_in%o the library,

u3

Fow

hon, member for

members  should

so that I will kuwow svhat the rest of the
world is domg, (Uppesition langhter.) As
I said this afterncon, the Opposition are

behind the tim
Times are moving,

g

and thev do noi know it.
and moving very rapidly

indeed. If we are going to be ups to date
wa have zot to keep paecr with what is
going on the other nmru of the world.
Lxennd dy knows that mewbers of Parlia-
reent have not time to write all their letters,
and requirs the assi i up-to-date
machine such as machines.
I believe in up-to-datc and not
in old metheods. and the ty ww s are of
great assistance to us.  If is time we had
all the help we can get in connection with

our work, so as to gno us oppmtumty to
sd what the resr the world is doing,
and to study the dnfment measures which
come before the Iouse,

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombu I am glad that
the leader of the Upposition hss broughs
this matter up, Bome time ago we only had
one typewriting machine at the other end
of the building. and ths time of the typist
was so much 11101101)0‘1\&6 by Government
members that hon. meibers on this side had
1o ')]“)miuvu*v of getting work done by the
typist at that time. }Lonaevex, I am glad
to say that there are now two machines in
use., I have had some work done by the
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- who type for us, and T can

are doug their work well
r{nxormBLE ATEMBET Hear, hear!
Me. PETRIE: But their typewriting

machines are not up to date, and we require
to get new ones for them. when they will
be able to do theiv work much bettev. The
member for Rockhampton has been
diligent—1 don’t know whether it is
gether in connection with the Federal
czmpaigii—and has taken up a good deal
of the time of these typists. I am glad to
have an assurance from the Speaker that
that state of things has: been altered. We
all know the need to economiss at the pre-
sent time, but if it i+ necessary to have
additional  stenographers 1t will be wise
expenditure, We cannot always find time
to write our correspondence 1n longhand.

Then, again, when our letters are type-
written, people can read them. I sont two
letters to a lady, one in my own hand-

wiiting and the othsr typewritten, and she
said she could read the typewritten letter
very much bewer than the other. (Laugh-
tor.) I think it is only fair that hon. mem-
bers should have the assistance they require
from stenographers in connection with their
correspondence.  We have plenty of busi-
ness to attend to, and have not the time we
need to devote to letter-writing. I hope
thet the hon, member for Rockhampton will
not take so much of the time of the
stenographers in future. There is no doubt
that the hon. member monopolised a good
deal of the time available when there

was
one stonogmpher employed.
Mr., FORDE (Bockhampion): I am sorry

that the leader of the Oppositicn and certain
other  Opposition  miembers  should  show
resentment ab my diligence in attending to
the wants of my electorate. Since my clec-
tion to Parliament I have thrown my whole
pnergy into my work. My clentors write to
moe ve frequently, and it takes up a good
deal of iy fime attondin g to correspond-
ence. I was one of those who fivst advocated
that stenographers should be appointed in
Parliament House to assist members.

Kr. Vowres: And you worked them to
death !

My, FORDE : I knew what a great saving
of time would result from having steno-
graphers.  One stenographer was appointed
at first, and later on a second cne was
cngaged. I work as hard as I possibly can
in order to do my best for the people who
cent me here. If I devote more time attend-
ing to the work of my electorate than other
hon. members, surels t‘zat is no reason why
1 should be chastised in this House.

Mr. Vowr Your own men object to
vou monopolising the stenographers as Fou
do.

Mr. FORDE: I do not
Frequently when members
ing 1 have

monopolise them.
have been walit-
refrained from dictating my
letters, but have typed them myself, because
I have a typewriter of my own. Some hon.
members were not content with sayving tha
occupied too much of the time of the
nogr anhorb but thev said I was having
vod uf-c‘rjm'%rmg circulars and all that
t of thing. That is absolutely untrue. If
; man writos to me from Central Queons-
Im is going to reply, despite what
drx of the Opposition says.

\Ir VowrEs: Did you mot use the Houss
felepho.xe to dictate a letter?

My, Forde.]
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When T was ill with

go T dictated a lettor
Surcly there is nothing
wrong with that. 1 artend to the wants of
the people who cent me here, and despite
what hon. member v 1 ¢hall go on with
thar.  If han, owemb opposite think that
additional typists sve required, let them say
s0.

Mr. BepsixeroX: No, certainly not.

Mre, FORPE: T am ~ar1~hu1 with the good
work being done by these men dov*11~‘ra1r
Thex ave very efficient, and 1 support the
hon, mersber for Bewen when he says the
most up-to-date machines might be given to
them h which to do Thcu work. I m]\e
up o good lot of time in attending to the
want- of my electorare. If hon, gentlenen
opposite object to iy spending ten or twelve
or fourteont hour: a day looking after the
interests of myr electorate. T cannot hel p it.
I am going m o ip all the same.  If hon.
members oppo like 1o come along to the
House ar the fag end of a day aiter spend-
ing their time in hl\\ln(’i'i‘aitcl’ making
piofits all day—then 1t is only petty jealousy
which makes them object to me stazing here
and attending to my parliamentary dutm:
If they came here at 9 aan. in the morning
they could ger the k-mviues of the typxats.
However, 1T am prepared to give of my best
for tlm people of Central Queensland. (Hear,
hear

Mr. WARREN (MHuirumba):
the remarks made by the hon.

My, FORDE:
influenza two e
over the “phene,

7]

)

Judging by
member for

Rockhampton, his correspondence must be
enormons.
My, Forpe: I pay the pestage myself.
%

Mr. WARREN : The hon. gentleman repre-
sents an electorate about a mile square. You
also reprosent a city electorate, Mr, Kirwan,
and you know a man representing a city
electornte decs not get more than one letter
a month, or, ay any rate. more than one a

week.  (Laughtér) TLook at the hon. member
for Rosewood, who gets 2600 letters in six
months.  Perhaps hon. nmiembers could use

the typewriters in a more satisfactory manner.
T am not speaking in a personal sense. I get
about £500 a year to do this work, and I
certainly do it myvself. I do not ask anyone
to write a letter for me. (Hear, hear!) We
are making reductions in the salaries of pub-
lie servants, and yet members suggest putting
on oxtra stenographers ‘and geiting better
machines for thom to do their wovk. This is
not the right time 1o do it at all.

Mr. SIZER \J’umlah': T heard the hon.
wmuember for Bowen approving of the work
of the stemographers because 1t gave him
time to go into the library and keep up to
date regarding the politics of the world.

At Kaixg: On one side.

My, SIZER: During the last day or two
the hon. ember for Bowen has had an
opportunizy of secing some advanced legisla-
tion introduced into this House—legislation
which was discarded in Lhe House of Lords
over sixtv-cight  vea ago.  (Opposition
laughter.)

The CHAIRM
ber cunnot disct
an cpportunity of
in the Estimate

B
sine a 4
in raising a 4

The hon. mem-
ot matter. e will have
discussing anything that
bur he will not be
sion on the proxy

AN Orvder !
I§

appesrs
in order

STZER: oing to point out
iutrods that legislation did

much of advancement,

whim ‘me non. for Bowen talked

[Mr. Forde
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about. I think he is something like Rip Van.
Winkle in that dircetion. On the general
principle of the employment of atcnoamphua,
I want to say that I se no serious objeetion to
ir: but I do shave the complaint of other hon.
rmembers that the hon. member for Rock-
hampton uscs them in forwarding volumes
and volumes of Federal clectioneering cam-
paign material.

My, Forpe: That is not true.
every clector who writes to me.

I reply to

Alr. SIZER: It is true: and T say it is
unfair.  Probably the hou. member replies
to every person who nods to him, even a

Chinaman  on the road, or the lady or
alley d lady. In a motor-car,

The CITAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to point out to the hon. member that this is
an i1mportant vote, and I hope he will
seriously Consider ir,

Mr., 3IZE 1 am giving those as rcasons
why the hon, momue takesy up so much time.
Other hon. members have to write their
letters while the hon. member is continually
writivg to people in his electorate, many of
whom. at times, he only imagines are
electors.  There is only one consolation the
Committee may have, and that is, that it
a good thing thev arc not lady steno-

graphm .. because in that case, probably
nobody  elsc would ever have a chance.
(Laughter.)

Ar. VOWLES (Delby): I notice that we
are to puwha&e a cash register. I took up
the question last year, and I want to ask
the Premier again whether he thinks it is
reasonable that we should have Committees
dealing with the vrefreshment-rooms and
other institutions who keep their doings
secret, so that we have no raports for the
House. Last year I asked some questions
about outstanding accounts of members who-
had left the House nearly three years ago.
I understand that about £40 or £50 was
owing by a member. or alleged member, and
I was told that T could not get the informa-
fion except sceretly., We have a member of
this partv on the Committee, and we are
told he cannot get the information.

Hon., W. BertrayM : Who is the member ?

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for
Burnett. .

Hon. W. BrrtrRsdm: The hon. member for

Toowong got the information at the last
meeting.

Mr. VOWLES:
mation for this House.
hon. member put a list
accountw nn the table?

Hon. W. Brrrray: Certainly.

Mr. VOWLES: I ask for it now. I was
told that T was casting aspersions on existing
members when I made my remarks last
vear. I would like to ask the Speaker, who
15 in his scat ax a private member now,
whether that account has been settled.

Hon., W. Bertray: Unfortunately,
ot

Mr. VOWLES: Although we have rules
that no person is allowed to run an account
of over £2. and that they have to be liqui-
dated covery weck or every month,

Hon. W, BertrayM: Every two months.

\'r VOWLES: I do not run up a penny
myself, but 1 ull(iCl“LdP] there is an account
in the vicinity of £50.

Hon. W. BerTrRax : The hon. member was
informed last year that the account was in
the vicinity of £12,

I am talking about infor-
I ask now, will the
of outstanding

it has




Supply.

Mr. VOWLES: I believe it was reduced
immediately after the question was raised.
If men come here and do not pay for
their “ tucker” and got free drinks, and
leave these de behind them, it is a public
scandal, and it ix high tiime their names were
made public. Once  these  matters  ave
brought up., a veflection 1x thrown on every
individual in this Chamber rill the names
are published. T understand that the indi-
\ldtm} I have In mind is going to have the

.mpummv to contest an electorate at the
wext election, and although he !otued Pwo
years ago. ho still owes money for drinks

and * tucker.
person to coutest

Such a person is not a fit
zn election for this House.

Hox. W. BERTRAM (Marqc): T should
like to that, in all my exprrience of

these matters, extending over seven or eight
vears, there has been only one defaulter.

Mr. Vowres: It should not bhe so. Why
are you getting a cash register?

Hox. W. BERTRAM : For the last two or
three years there have been suggestions by
the Auditor-General’s Department that we
should purchase a cash 1ev1~tm

My, Vowres: You are paying £170 for the

Tuxury.
. Hox. W. BERTRAXM: The hon. member
i wrong  again. For the vpast two

or three years. attention has heen drawn
to the nced for a cash register, and at the
last mecting it was decided to puwh'he one.

My, Bernass inade inquiries and found that
an - up-to- da"( machine could not be got
for less than £160. The Treasurer made

b g 1t
that amount available. Since then. however,
we have been able to purcha-e an up-to-date
snachine for £60,

Question put and passed.

PREMER AND (BIEF
CHIEF OFFI
Th@ PREMIFR: T g to move—

lhar £12,455 be <“mntod for ¢ Chief
()ﬁ(“

The reduciion h

beun prineipally brought

about on the items ** Railway fares and
freights. printing, stationery, etc.)” and

)

“incidenials and miscellaneous expenses,

Mro VOWLES (Dalhg): 1 would like to
ask the Premier if it is his intention to pro-
serd with the Estimates in the ovder in which
they ave pringad.
@lhe PREVIER: That is the present intention.

Mr. VOWILES: On  other
when the stimat

occasions
1 have been presented o
this ¢ niftee esrtain votes have not been
uﬂbatoll Wo complained p]o\lou':l\ about
the deliberate stonewa 11 which was put up by
Government members in oulox to prev ont our
ussing the rru\ and loan xoh~, in con-
cotion with which huoro sums of money are
involved and in comparison with which th
is only a fleabite. ‘\Vhen you get to the big
itens you are dealing with amount: running
into threc-quarters of a million,

The Preumser: It is the fau]t of hon. mem-
bers. have sevente.n dars for discuszion
of the stimates.

Mr. VOWLES: Afier this vote has been
dealt with let us take the trust and loan votes.
Will the hon. gentleman do that?

The PreMIER: No,
must he passed.

the Bstimates-in-Chief

AveUst.]

Mr, VOWLE
eventually.  That
part of the Premi
The PREMIER:
1f you cannot disc
proper order, It is 7

r. VOWLE The hon genileman on a
previous occasion put up his men 1o talk
shout water conservation and irrigation to
prevent our coming on to the vores dealing
with drate enterprises and vailwags. There
are imporiant watter. which we want to dis-
and we will not have an opportunity of
ing them if the o are discus ed in
this order. I axk il amier to give us an
epporiunity of e sith the Trust and
Loan Aceonnis,

The Preuir: You hsve
You have seventeen days,

Ar. VOWLES: 1

will he passed
exense on the

sevenreen days.

in their

hLiave
all the vor
own fanlr.

that opportunity.

could s¢ from the
beginning that we were not going to get that
OppoLthtX Anybods w ho knows parlia-
mentary methods could 5&‘0 that theve was a
stonewall put up to-uight by members on the
Government side: the\ did not want us to get
along too far the first dax. Ir was pate ent.
The Secreta for Railways and the hon.
member for Gregory were jostling one
another to get up for fear the vore would go
threugh. Do hon. members mean to tell me
wo are so blind that we do not understand
their methods? T claim the right now fo
discuss the Trust and Loan Tstimates, T ask
the DUvemier to make arrangements so that
thmo will be no uncertaint about it. His
1t that the Fstimates-in-Chief must be
~d iy all moonshine. timates-in-Chief,
and Loan L~‘1m>10‘-—mor\‘rhmn which

in outstanding. on the seventeenth day will
«o through as a matter of form.
This vote deals with the Premier’s own

Theve is very Jittle in it that we can

office )
{ }mnm‘ It will be

criticiss,  except one

noticed that provision is made for onc typis
at £190 and one at £150. The vore also
deals with cler T¢ wa« in this office thag

the public service of Que nsland was de-
araded when the Prem fer des ndod so low
as tH permit one of these individuals. whose
alary we eve being asked fo agi-e M’a man
who 1Ad to do az he was told. because his
aperior  officer demanded it—to 1(10 that
which, in cur opinion. was disrenutable.
IIow did vou degrade Slee-
9

JTER ¢
ith hiz bag of 1oney

Sie VOWLES: ITs ouU not kiow Sleeman
w him. I neve « Qleeman in my life.
PREMIER @ If vou start those tactic

S

Tho
vou will hear the truth.

Wo want to hear the truth.
Flear, heav!

e VOWILISS

OprostTioN Mew

Alr, VOWLES: Let me toll the Premier
that, as soon as thesa proceeding which
arve sub judice ave over. that I am going to
demand that the hon. gentleman’s statements
be dealt with by a Roval Commission as to
rnm. fruth or orhor\v‘.sv.

The Privier: The hon. gentleman will nog
do much des u‘lndmg by tvmt fime.

Mr. ‘,'r)\’\l]m T vwill make that demand.
1 can see that the hon. gentleman knows
that T am referrving to this system Lrought
into our public ~(n\1w of having urgers,
cavesdroppers, and kevhole listeners.

The Preyiexr: Al bribers for the Opposi-
tion.

My, Vowles.]
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Mr. VOWLES: And sceret stenographers,
and evervthing that i low and mean, We
are consenting to the employment of indi-
viduals who ave compeiled to do these things
against their better degmﬂn’r and it iz the
Premier of Quecrslaud who is the man who
places them in the jnvidious and miserable
pesition of having to play the part thai they
play by being behind the door.

The TreyMier: Who gave the briber the
money ?

Mr., VOWLES :

Which briber?

The Prearer: The hon. mewmber knov
He knows all about it.
My, VOWLES: Iz the hon. gentleman

prepared to substautiate his statemsnt?

The PrEszEr: Yes. In due course I will
do it.

Mr. VOWLES: 1
gentleman to do it.

The PrReEMIFR: Never fear, it will be doue.

Mr. VOWLES: I venture to say that it
will not be done unless the hon. gentleman
gets people to give false evidence. The Pre-
mier has made a definitc statement. JIs he
going to stand up to it? Ie cannot stand
up to it. 1 have never seen Sleeman or
Connolly in my life. I defy the (fovernment
and all their agents, perjurers, suborners,
cavesdroppers, and cvery one else that they
cxn bring forward, to bring me into this
matter in any way at all. That is a direct
challenge. I know that the hon. gentleman
is Quuoundul with urgers, perjurers, and
overy one else to prove his case. I have had
experience of him in the past.

The PreMirr: What happened to the want
of confidence motion? Did it not go astray
in the Iiouse?

Mr. VOWLES: The houn.
ing to draw me off the track.
confidence muotion, as is known to every
hon. member of the Country party, was
sgreed to when the Government were unable
to carry on and had to adjourn just before
the Exhibition. It was dccided on  the
Wednesday before Exhibition week that the
want of coufidence motion would come at the
time that I moved it.

The Prrymier: That is too thin.

Ir. VOWLES: Every hon. member of the
Country party can support that.

The PrEMIER: Does the hon.

what Mr. Bovce told me?

challenge  the hon.

gentleman is try-
The want of

member know

Mr. VOWLES: He said that the hon.
gentleman was not telling the truth.

The Prexarr: The hon. member Lknows
better.

Mr. VOWLES: I know that evervone

knows that the hon. gentleman is not telling
the truth. Ay, Boyee and Mr. Garbutt and
everyone connected with that matter says
that the hon. gentleman is not telling the
truth. The hon. gentleman tried to say by
suggestion that I had approached him, His
agents approached me, but I turned them
do‘n n. and said that T would not touch pitch.
A Voice in the Ladies’ Gallery: Who
\wm]d bfhm' your word before the Pre-
mier's?
Mr. VOWLES: Oh!
Mr. TUPHINSTONE:
Square last night,
Mr. VOWLES: I tho

voice, T wa

[dlr.

Good evening,
She was in  Albert

obht T ree oL ised the
nt to look out that I do not get

Vouwles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

piY.
some red pepper on my head. T'he Premier
has been interjecting

The Premier: Because the hon.
made scume blackguardly
public service,

Mr. VOWLES: I am making some black-
guardly statements about the hon, gentleman
for bringing the pnblw service down to the
nind.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T do not think
the hon. gentleman is justified in making that
suggestion about the Premier.

Mr. VOWLIEES: The Premier said that I
mads blackguardly statements, I said that
1 was making blackguardly statements about
l‘nn because he  was bringing the public

ervice down into the mud. If 1 am com-
pulcd to withdraw, the Premier also should
be compelled to  withdraw, I am not
<‘|c1“mg to the individuals: T pity them,
they ave being humiliated. When a man in
a position of authoniy compels his subordin-
ates to do certain things which are low and
mean, and causes them to act the miserable
part of eavesdroppers, keyhole-listeners, and
spies, then T am sonv for the public service
and I am sorr  the people who put the
pnbhc sery ant« in tho position in which they

are plared. There is more than one steno-
umphex in the department, and there is the
private sccretary of the Premier, who is
aleo a stenographer. Do you not think that,
in the interests of these individuals, it shonld
be publicly stated who the victim was who
was made a tool of by the Premier, aml
who had to take down the private corre-
spondence which the Premier was evidently
using for the purpese, and which he deliber-
ately made public, contrary to all honour
and usage?

member
statements about the

The Puevier: You are getting away from
the real issue. Where did the meney come
from?

Mr. VOWLES: We shall probably find
that out when the case comes on.

The Privier: We shalll

Mr. VOWLES: It never cams from the
Country partr. (uoxcmmem laughter.) I
may tell vou confidentially that we have not
got onv nH,ng. let alone £3.500. The only
funds we have are those which, as individual
we o subseribe cut of our own

Monev came from the same
upport the Country party.

Mr. VOWLES: We make « levy on oar
members  periodicelly. even for postage
stempa. When the disburzements amount to
a “fiver,” the hon. member for Mirani tells
us, and w2 make it up. Those are the
funds swhich ave supposed to be re presen-
tative of the pastorulists, the * beef barons,”
and all the big ins itutions. Tt is suggested
that we were able to find £3,500, in order
to bring over a man from the opposwe side

of the House whom we would not be asso-
ciated with, (Government dissent.)

At 10.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro-

visions of Standing Order No. 307, T will now

Irave the chair and make my veport to the
House.
The House rosumed.

The Cuarnrar reported progress,

The\ \nsumpf?(m of the Committes was
made an Ovder of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m,





