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TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1822,

The Speager (Hon. W. Bertram,

Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
ASSENT.
The SPEAKER announced the reccipt

from the Governor of a message conveying
His Ixcellency’s assent to this Bill.

APPLICATIONS TO VOTE BY PROXY.

The SPEAKER : I have to anncunce that
I have this day reccived the following
medical certificate from Drs. Morgan Lanc
and Eilis Murphy, and a notiﬁcatxon under
the provisions of the Legislative .issembly
Act Amendment Aet of 1922 from the Hon.
W. McCormack, which I now ask the Clerk
to read.

The CLERK then read the following medical
certilicate and notification :—
“To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.
“We, Doctors Morgan Lane and Ellis
\Iulphy legally qudhheu medical prac-
titioners, hereby certify that the Hon.
William LicCormack, member of the
Legislative Assembly oT Queensland for
the eclectoral district of Calrns, is in such
a state of ill-health, *h‘ouvh no fault
on his part, that he is unablo, and in
our opinion will, during a period of two
weeks from the date hercof, be unable to
attend any sitting of the Touse without
gravely endangering his health.
“ (Given under our hands, ag Brisbane,
this twenty-second day of August, 1922.
» MoraaN LANE,
“A legally qualified medical practitioner.
- Ernis Muweny,
“A legslly qualified medical prectitioner.”
“ To the Honourable the Bpeaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.
“ 1 William 3cCormack, member of
the Legislative Assermably of Quecnsland
for the electoral district of Cairns,
hereby notify you that I have condca-
vourcd to secure, and, through no fault
on my part, have failed to secure a
‘ pair’ during the perviod of two sveeks
from the date herecof; and I hereby
further notify rou that I desire to vote
as a member at cvery sitting of the

House and of every Committee of tho -

Whole House by mednb of a proxy—
namely, the Hon. Xdward Granville
Theodore, member of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland for the elec-
toral district of Chillagoe, or, if the raid
the Hon. KEdward Granville Theodore is
not present, by another proxy—namely,
the Hon. Alfred James Jones, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral district of Paddington.
“ Given under my hand, at Brisbane,
this twenty-second day of Augusf 1922,
“W. McCoruack,
““ Member of the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland for the electoral dis-
trict of Cairns.”

AvgusTt.,
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The SPEAKER: I have to announce that
I have this day received the following
medical certificate from Drs. Morgan Lane
and BEllix Murphy, and a notification under
the provisions of the Legislative Assembly
Act Amendment Act of 1922 from the Ilon.
W. N. Gillies, which I now ask the Clerk to
read.

The Crerk then read the following medical
certificate and notification :—

“To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“ We, Doctors Morgan Lane and Ellis
Murphy, legally qualilied medical practi-
tioners, hereby certify that the Hon.
William Neal Gillies, member of the
Legislative Assembly. of Qucensland for
the electoral district of Llcham is in
such a state of ill-health, through no fault
on his part, that he is unable, and in
our opinion will, during a pu“xod of one

veek from the date hereof, be unable to
attcnd any =ittings of the House without
gravely endangering his health.

“ Given under our hands, at Brishane,
this twenty-second day of August, 1922.

¢ MoraaN LANE,
qualified medical practitioner.
“ Kiiis MureHY,

“A legally

“A legally qualified medical practitioner.”

“Po the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Qucensland.

“ I, William Neal Gillies, member of
the Legislative Assembly of (,cuemslfmd
for the electoral district of Kacham,
hersby notify you that I have endea-
vourad to secure, and, ‘hlough no fault
on my part, have failed to secure a
¢ pair’ during the period of one week
from the date hereof; and I hereby
further notify you that T desire to vote
as a member at cvery sitting of the
House and of every Committee of the
Whole House by means of a proxy
namely, the Hon. Edward Granville
Theodore member of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland for the clectoral
district of Chillagoe, or, if the said the
Fon, Ldward Granville Theodore is not
present, by another proxy—namely, the
Hon. Alfred James Joncs, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral district of Paddington.

““ Given under mv¥ hand, at Brisbane,
this twenty-second day of August, 1922.

“W. N. Groues,
¢ Member of the Legislative Assembly of
Queenstand for the electoral district
of Eacham.”

The SPEAKER: T have to announce that
I have this day reccived the fellowing
medical certificate from Drys. Morgan Lane
and Bllis Murphy, and a notification under
the provisions of the Legislative Assembly
Act Amendment Act of 1922 from Mr. J. T.
Gilday, which I now ask the Clerk to read.

The Crerx then read the following medical
certificate and notification:—

“ To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“We, Doctors Morgan Lane and Ellis
Mmphy legally qualified medical practi-
tioners, hereby certify that the Hon.

Hon., W. Bertram.]
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John Theophilus Gilday, member of the
Legislative Assembly of Quecnsland for
the eclectoral district of Ithaca, is in
such a state of ill-health, through no
fault on his part, that he 1s unable, and
in our opinion will, during a period of
two weeks Irom the date hereof, be
unable to attend any sittings of the
House without gravely candangering his
health.

“ Given under our hands, at Brisbane,
this twenty-second day of August, 1922

“ dloraax LaANE,

“A legally qualified medical practitioner.
“ Truis Mcreuy,

“A legally qualified medical practitioner.”

¢ To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensiand.

1, John Theophilus Gilday, member
of the Legislative Assembly of Quecns-
land for the clectoral district of Ithaca.
hereby notify you that I have endea-
vourced to sccure, and, through no fault
on my part, have failed to secure a
‘ pair’ during the period of two weeks
from the date hereof; and I hercby
further notify you that I desire to vote
as a member at every sitting of the
House and of overy Committee of the
Whole House by means of a proxj—
namely, the Hon., ldward Granville
Theodore, member of the ILegislative
Assembly of Queensland for the electoral
district of Chillagoe, or, if the said the
Hon. Edward Granville Theodore is not
present, by another proxy—mnamely, the
Hon, Alired James Jores, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral district of Paddington.

1f‘ Given under my hand, at Brisbane,

this twenty-:econd day of August, 1922,
“J. T. GiLpay,

Tember of the Legislative Assembly of

Queersland for the eloctoral district
of Ithaca.”

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): I would like to
know whether you, Mr. Speaker, have
satisfied yoursolf that the matters stated in
the notifications of the three hon. members
are true? I would like to inform you that
no ons or any of the said members has made
any application to me for ° pairs.”” This
being so, I contend that the applications are
irregular.

Y
R

The Premier: You know very well.

Mr. VOWLES: These gentlemen have
never approached me in any way at all.
The SECRETARY ror RaiLways: You said

vourself you would not grant

Mr. GrEDSCN: Moembers were told they
would not be granted ““ pairs ” if they were
dying.

¢ pairs.”

Mr. VOWLES: I vepeat that T have never
been approached by any of these hon.
members,

The SPEAKER: I have no knowledge of
any application.

Mr. VOWLES: That only confirms myv
statcment. I assure you that no application
was made to me.

[Hon. W. Bertram.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Quesitons.

QUESTIONS.
Paivting Partiavent Housk.
Mr. VOWLES (Daldby) arked the Sceretary
for Public Works—

1. What was the number of superficial
feet of painting in the job of painting
exterior woodwork and fence of Parlia-
inent House ?

2. What
this work?

was the cstimated cost of

43, What was the time taken for com-
pletion of the worlk?

“ 4. What was the actual cost—
(1) Wages;

)
(b} Material;
(c)
Hon. W.
replied—
1. 88,614 superficial feet.
© 2, £1,836 16s.
“ 3. Five months.
“og—
(n) £1,226 19s. 8d.;
(b) £373;
(e) £1,599 19s. 8d.

This sum covers cost of a large amouwrylt
of burning off, preparation, filling, ete.”

Total cost?”’

FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)

CWNERSHIP OF SANDGATE RACECOURSE
PROPERTY.

Mr. FRY (Euwrilpa), in the absence of Mr.
Sizer (Yundah), asked the Premier—

1. Ts he aware that a decd of grant,
No. 76020, in favour of H. Wakefield, G.
Agnew, and N. Corrigan, as trustees for
the residents of Sandzate of a portion of
land known as the Sandgate Raceccursze,
has, through a series of dealings, become
vosted in, a< owners, persons by the
names of J. Wren and Nathan?

“ 9 Do these persons hold the Jand, as
trustecs, upon the same trusts In respect
with which the grant was made?

« 3, Upon what authority do these per-
sons become owners or trustees?

« g, If it is found that the present
position is contrary to the spirit of the
original grant, and that the rights of the
people to the ownewship of such lan[d
have been invaded, is the position legal?

“ 5. Wil he take steps to have the land
resumed and handed over to trustees or
to the local auwthority in aceordance with
the spirit of the original grant?”’

The PREMIER (Houn E. G.
C'hillugor) veplied—

“1 to 5. This deed was grantod on ch_
October, 1890, under the 95th section of
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, in favour
of Hiram Wakefield. George Agnew, and
Nathaniel Corrigan. s trustees for the
property known as the Racccourse
Reserve, Sandgate, upen trust for the
purpose of a rocecourse and for mo other
purpose whatsoever, and other reserva-
tions as to minerals, cte., with the proviso

Theodore,
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that if the conditions, reservations, and
provisces therein (’on‘r,amed or any part
thereof, were not duly observed and per-
formed by the said trustces and their
succossors, then the seid land should be
forfeited and revert to the Crown. By
an Act called the Sandgate Racceourse
Act of 1896, assented to 2Ist December,
1896, the duties and powers of the trustens
were defined.  On the 14th July, 1899,
registration of the appointment of Her
hmt Hunter, as trustee in the room of
Hiram Wakeficld, was recorded. On the
came date Andrew Lang Petrie was regis-
t(\rnd as trustce in the room of Herbert
Hunter. the trustees then on the register
hook at that date being George Awnow
Nathaniel Corrigan, and Andrew LJng

Petrie. On the ‘9th December, 1898, tho
Governor in Council approved of the
trustees  borrowing a  certain sum  of
money from the Queensland National
Bank. This mortgage waz for a sum of
£2.000. and was duly registered on 27th
July. 1899. Default hav ng been made

by the trustees, the Ql](’\“l‘ldl’ld National
Banlk, e\ewmng their powers under the
said mortgage, conveyed the said land to

Andrew Joseph Thynne (as trustec for
Tattersail’s Club, Brisbane) for the sun
of £3.180. A bill of mortgage from the
said A, J. Thynne, as trustee for the

Tattersall’s  Club, was guon to the
Quecnsland National Bank to secure the
sam of £2.980, boing the unpaid balance
of purchase money. “This was duly regis-

tered on 8th February, 1900. This mort-
gage was transferred tn George Wilkie
Gray and Andrew Joseph Thynne, and
registered on 3rd January, 1801. By
nomination of trustoes registered 29th
May, 1902, the property was vested in

Robhert Fraser, as trustee for Tatte I's
Club. DBrisbane, and subject to above-

mentioned mortgage. Default was ngain
made under the lastmentioned bill of
morteage, and the land was sold by 2
transfer dated 31st December, 1911, regis-
rered 8th January, 1912, for the sum of
£2.800 to John Wren and Denjamin
Nathan, as tenants in common, and the
jand is still in their names.” '

AvcusT.]
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RaTeS OF PAYMENT AT BARALABA AND STYX

River Srate COALMINES.
Mr. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Secre-

tary for Mines—

““What is the system of payment, and
what are the rates of payment of
underground workers at Baralaba State
Coal DMine and Styx River State Coal
Mine, respectively 777

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
J. Jones, Paddington) replied—
“ State Coal Mine, Baralaba.—Em-
ployees paid in cash fortnightly. Tates
of paryment of underground workers—
In accordance with Australasian Coal
and Shale Employces” Federation Indus-
trial Award for Queensland. Miners on
contract receive bs. 94d. per ton hewing
rate. State Coal Mine, Styx River.—
Fimployees pald in cash fortnightly.
Rates  of payment of underground
workers—In accordance with Austral-
asitan Coal and Shale Employeces” ede-
ration Industrial Award for Queensland.
There is no hewing rate paid. All
miners receive daily rate as per award.”

(Hon.

Payaexrs By Srtate StaTions 1N Ligv or
Locarn AvuTHORITY RATES.
Mr. GREEN (Townsrille) asked the See-

retary for Public Works—

“What ex gratia payments in lieu of
rates have been asked for by local
authoritics but not yet paid in full by
his dopar‘rmcnt, under the following
headings:

(«) Name of local authority;

(b State station in respect of which
payment claimed;

(¢) Amount claimed in
cach station;

(d) Amount of cach such claim actu-
ally paid;

(¢) Balance of cach such claim now

outstanding 7’

Hox. W. TORGAN SMITH replied—
“Ex gratia payments have been made
to the local authorities as under :—

respect  of

|
Local Authority. Stations, ‘ 1920-21. 1921-22.

‘ £ s d. £ 5. d.
Boulia Buckingham Downs 78 14 1 8919 0
Balonne ... Dillalah . | 17 6 5
Bualloo Keeroongooloo .., 3411 6
Barcoo Keeroongooloo ... 175616 3 175 16 3
{Carpentaria Vanrook 23 83 6 2819 5
Croydon Strathmore ! 713 8 713 8
ook Merluna, B'nokhn \mor L’l.uns And Vanrook 152 5 8 152 5 6
Dalyymple Dotswood and Wandovale ... . i 310 8 4 340 8 4
Etheridge Strathmore, Lyndhurst, and Vanrook | 215 0 0 266 1 8
Flindzrs .., Wandoviale . . . | 1 4 9
Mackinlay Buekingham Downs i 78 11 1 161 8 2
Murweh ... Dillalah 52 12 10 8 2 3
Woothakata Vanrook, Brool\nn %trathmo‘e D\mbar “and \hc'uom 292 11 11 202 11 11

i £1416 17 & | 162 710

Crown properties not heing rateable, no
claims can be admitted with raspect
thereto, but each application for a grant
1s considered on its merits. Applications
for grants for the year 1822 have been
made by the various local authoritics
concerned, and will be dealt with in due
course.”

PasToraL HOLDINGS AMALGAMATED UNDER
SecTIioN 167 oF LAND AcTs.

Mr. J. JONES {(Kennedy) asked the Secre-

tary for Public Lands—

“ Will he kindly furnish the following
particulars with respect to pastoral hold-
ings amalgamated under section 167 of
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the Land Acts during the three years
ended 30th June, 1922 :—

(a) Names of the holdings;
() Date of amalgamation;

(¢) Date of expiry of the current
period of each lease prior to the amal-
gamation ;

_ {d) Rent per square mile of each hold-
ing prior to amalgamation;

PASTORAL HOLDINGS AMALGAMATED UNDER SE

iBLY.] Supply.

(¢) Date of cxpiry of first period of
the respective amalgamated leases;
(f) Rent per square
amalgamated lease? ”
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. IL. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

“ 1 lay upon the table of the House a
raturn coniaining the mfoxmahon asked
for by the hon. member.’

mile of each

CTION 167 OF THE LAND ACT OF 1910 DURING

THE THREE YEARS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1922

| ‘ Rent of .‘
Name of ! | Dateof expiry | constituent Date of expiry i Rent of
amalgamated { Date of current period | holdings of 1st period of ‘ amalgam:sted
holding. amalgamation. | of constituent prior to amalgamated | holding, per
‘ holdinrgs. amalgamation. lease. | sq. mile.
e ‘ Per sq. mile. { ;
‘ | 8. d. .
Voodlands .1 Duly, 1920 | 31 Dec., 1927 ’ 210 0
compusmq subdivie
sions of p1ev10us—— J J
Woodlands ;31 Dee., 1917 20 1
Noogilla ... | | 31Dee 1917 31 0
Noogilla . i 1 July, 1920 ‘ 31 Dec., 1927 25 0
comprising subdivi-
sions of previous—
Noogilla ... . i 81 Dec., 1917 31 0
Woodlands i 81 Dec., 1917 20 1
Wambiana 1 Jan, 1920 30 Sep., 1925 115 ¢
comprising :
Wambiana, . i 30 June, 1924 33 9
Wambiana North ' 31 Dee., 1926 3 9
Forest Home... 1 July, 1919 30 June, 1924 019 6~
comprising
Forest Home 30 Juve, 1021 19 6
Yarman . 30 June, 1920 13 0
Langlo Vale 31 Dee., 1919 13 ¢ |
Mount Clark | 31 Dec., 1919 | 13 0 !
i ] L N S _

STGGESTED APPOINTMENT OF SPORTS ORGANISER
FOR STATE Privany ScHooLs.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley)
Sceretary for Publie Instruction—

‘“1. Has his attention been called to the
honorary secretary’s remarks in the second
annual report of the Quecnsland State
Primary Schools Amateur Athletic Asso-
ciation, reading as follows:—‘ The work
of the association has grown and continues
to grow to such an cxtent that it is now
far beyond what can be overtaken in the
leisure hours of any one man, no matter
how enthusiastic. If more efficient and
certainly necessary work is to be accom-
plished, an officer should be set aside for
this work >?

“2. In view of the bencfits which will
accrue from the encouragement of healthy
sport amongst the puplla of the State
primary schools and the great success
which has attended the efforts of the
willing band of State school teachers
during the past two ycars, will he rccon-
sider his refusal to appoint a sports
organiser? ”’

asked the

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied— ’

“1. Yes.

“2. 1 am giving the matter
consideration.”

further

SUPPLY.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Question stated—

“ That there be granted to Flis Majesty,
for the service of the veur 1922-23, a sum
not exceeding £300 to defray the salary
of the aide- de —camp to His Fxcellency
the Governor.’

Mr. MORGAN (Murillu): Before dealing
with the Financial Statement, I would like
to make a few comments in connection with
the recent interviews referred to by the
Premier In his speech on the mo- confidence
motion. At the outset I would like to say
that I am of the opinion—and I am not alone
in that opinion—that the whole of the pro-
ccedings are regrettable. The Premier, in
my opinion, deliberately sought, the inter-
views with Messrs, Garbutt and Boyce, with
a view to ascertaining just how each stood
in respect of the formation of a new party.
(Government dissent.) There is no doubt
that the Premier, for some considerable time
—perhaps without the knowledge of seme of
his supporters—has contemplated the forma-
tion of a new party.

Mr. Forpe: You know that is absolutely
untrue.

Mr. BIORGAN : In order to ascertain what
support was likely to be obtainable from
this side of the House, he sought an inter-
view with Messrs. Garbutt and Boyce, and I
am very pleased to know that those gentlemen
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made it clear, so far as the Opposition is
congerned, that they could not guarantee the
Premier any support from this side of the
flouse.

The PrEmIER: Except the two mombers of
the Northern Country party.

Mr. MORGAN : I am very pleased to know

these gentlemen made it definitely clear
that, although the leader of the Opposition

was sounded In respect to this particular
matter, he absolutely refused to have any-
thing to do with it at all. My contention
i3 that the Premier was looking for a way
out because of the fact that a great number
of his supporters had turned against him in
connection with certain legislation. Only a
few weeks 2o & prominent Labour supporter
living in Diles, on returning from Brisbane,
told some gontleman in BMiles that, althou
the Government would not be defeated by a
vote, 1t was the intention of the Premier to
rake from his «ide a certain number of
followers, and. if «ufficient support was forth-
coming from the Opposition, he was prepared
to establish a new party.

The Preyick : More revelations,
Mr. GLEDSON : What was the man’s name?

Mr. MORGAN: T will ‘¢ the Premier
ihe man’s name if he so de it. When I
came info Niiles, on my roturn frown Brisbane,
I was approached by a gentleman who
aslkked me if there was any truth in that
report.

My, Dasy: Name the gentleman.

Mr. MORGAN: I will give the name of
that gentleman and the name of the Labour
supporter to the Premier. That gentleman
asked me if there was any truth in the report
and I asked him where he got the informa-
tion from, and he told me that he had got it
from this gentleman who had just recently

returned from Brisbane, T told him that,
o far as I was concerned. there was no
rruth in it whatever; that I had heard

ng whatever about it cther than the
rusnours I hied heard in the sireet: and rather
tihan follow the Premier as leader and take
over the respousibilities of the past seven or
cight  years’ maladministration I would
vetire from politics and have nothing more
t3 do with public life. As evervbody kiows,
it has been common talk in the streets for
some considerable time that the Premicr was
issatisfied with a certain number of his
followers, and that they were prepared to
defeat him on the very first occasion, and
that he was locking for a way out.

The PreMIZR: The hon. gentleman should
not take any notice of common talk.

Mre, MORGAN : Had Messrs, Garbutt and
Boyce been able to guarantee a sufficient
following from this side of the House, the
Premier would have been prepared to form a
new party, and he would have left the rank
and file of the Labour party lamenting, but
fortunately no definite support could be guar-
anteed, and the Premier, in order to rehabili-
tate hirnself in the oyes of the Labour party,
had a report published in the * Daily
Standard.” That paper made special com-
ment and displayed a heading extending over
four columns of the paper.” That was for
the purpose of showing to the dissatisfied
section of the Labour ranks how the Premier
was determined to stand by the ILabour
party and his actions during the past seven
or eight years of his administration. Very
often politicians are approached with a view

[22 Aveust.]
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to forming a new party. There is nothing
objecticnaple in that, providing it is done
openly and above beard, "The most objec-
tionable part of the whole transaction is
that Messrs. Garbutt and Boyce were enticed
to go to the Premier’s office for the purpose
of an interview, and then a certain gentle-
man did not play’ the part of a true
Britisher or a sport.

The Premier knows that he was in a favour-
able position at the interview, and that, being
ready and having leading questions prepared.
the other two gentleman wore ndé in the
same position as he was. The Premier know
that he would naturally have to put leading
questions to these gentlemen for the purpes:
of baiting them, and ther making use of
them for his own speciai purposes. It was
not the action of a truc Britisher, or of one
who oecupies the high and important position
of Premior of this State, which is a position
only conferred upon the ablest men in the
community. I think that those who pre-
viously had a liking for the Premier in his
political capacity will have quite a different
opinion of the hon. gentleman after they
read what occurred in connection with those
interviews. I hold no brief for Mr. Bovee
or Mr. Garbutt. I scarcely know cne of them.
I think that they took upon themselves
romething they had no right to do, although
I do not know that there 1s anything against
any free British subject interviewing the
Premier on such a matter, providing that
there was no question of bribery., There was

itothing improper in what they did, and
nothitng that could be taken exception to.
and nothing which had not previously

oceurred in the history of politics in Aus-
tralia. and 4n other parts of the world., I
covtainly think that th> least the Premier
should have done was to inform these gentle-
inent that it was his intention fo have a
verbatim  report of the interview taken.
{Government laughter.) I quite understand
that hon. members opposite always want, as
it =were, to-have something up their sleeve
to have the cards hidden away instcad of
disclositfy them. I certzinly think that, even
if what I sav does not meet with the general
approval of hon. members opposite, it will
fall in with the views of a majority of the
people in the State, because T belizve that
the majority of the people in Queensland
are Britishers, and believe above all things
in fair play. T have mixd in rough company
in my time. I have scen life on a goldteld,
and have also been in shearing camps and
railway construction camps, and whencver a
row occurred—whenever two men met one
another, they, generally speaking, met on
even terms. They were true sports, and did
not want to bave somothing hidden up their
sleeves. Nothing, in my opinion, goes more
against a man than the fact that he always
wants to have something up his sleeve, Those
should not be the tactics of an ordinary
Britisher, let alone of the Premier of this
State: thevy were low-down tacties of the
very worst kind. I feel sure that the Premier
has sunk very low in the estimate of a very
large majority of the people who before
looked upon him with a certain amount of
respect.

Mr. GLEDSON : You were disappointed. You
wanted to get on the Trvasury benches.

Mr. MORGAN : I was not disappointed in
any way, If we cannot get on the Treasury
benches by fair mecans, we do not want to
get there by craft. (Government laughter.)

Myr. Morgan.]
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We want to occupy the Treasury benches
with. the consent of the people. I have always
taken up the attitude that the pcople of
Queensland who put the Premier and his
party on the Treasury benches will have to
take the responsibility of removing them, and
when they do remove them, it will be for all
time. We know what happened in respect
to the Administration in New South Wales,
when Mr. Holman’s position was taken over
by 8ir George Fuller. Sir George Fuller had
to bear the responsibility for Mr. Holman’s
bad administration for seven or cight years.
The result was that Mr. Holman was eventu-
ally defeated, and the Fuller Government
were out of power for a long period. That
would apply to any party which followed
the present Premier as its leader. If the
Premier left his present party, and formed
a new party from hon. members opposite
with a certaln number of members from this
side, the result would be that members on
this side who supported him would have to
carry the burden of bad administration over
the last eight years. They would have to
carry the blame for the unfortunate position
which Queensland is in to-day—for the wide-
spread unemployment and high taxation,
and incressed expenditure generally.

I now desire to refer to the Financial
Statement. I have read it fully, and, gene-
rally speaking, I am disappointed with it.
There is disappointment right throughout
the length and breadth of Queensland in
regard to it. Notwithstanding the fact that
we have gone through very strenuous tiimes.
and notwithstanding the fact that the country
is not in a prosperous condition—although

the Premicr would like us to

[4 p.m.]

helieve that it is—still we sce

nothing in this Financial State-
ment that is likely to induce those who have
the money to invest in industvies or develop-
mental work to have confidence cnough to
invest their money here. There is nothing
whatever in the Statement to interest people
in other parts of the world sufficientlr to
induce them to establish industries hgre or to
open up the resources of this country.
¥veryone knows that we have the greatest
possibilities of any State of Australia, but
those possibilities cannot be realised unless
we get the assistance of people with monev
to help us develop our resources. What the
Government are doing is only a mere baga-
tolle so far as developmental work is con-
cerned. and, sc far as putting Queensland
on a good. sound foundation is concerned.
We require more population in order to send
this country ahead and make it what it
should bhe. We want greater settlement on
the land. That is why we want to induce
the proper people to come here. TUnfortu-
nately, they arc not coming here. During
the next twelve months we will go on as we
have been going on in the past, and there
will be no prospect of more people setiling
on the land. TUnfortunately, to-day we are
right on the eve of a very serious drought.
Tt is no use us shutting our eves to that fret;
there are parts of Queensland at presens
which are suffering from a severe drought.
The stock are dving in large numbers, and
the conditiong in some districts are very
deplorable. indeed. TUnless rain falls within
a very short period, we are likelvy to have
one of the smallest wheat crops we have
ever had in Queensland. I have had word
from some portions of my electorate towards
Roma and other localities stating that the

[Mr. Horgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

crops are withering for want of rain. No
doubt there are certain parts of the Darling
Downs where the creps are still looking
healthy and strong; but even on the Darling
Downs there is not likely to be a bountiful
harvest, and there will only be onc-half, or
at most three-fourths, of the usual ecrop.
TUnless rain comes within the next fortnight
we will suffer deplorably, so far as the wheat
harvest is concerned, and the wheat crop is
a very Important thing for Queensland. |
notice in connection with the growth of
cotton that a great deal has been said about
this new industry wright throughout Aus-
tralia, but more so in Queensland. I am
pleased to see that the prospects are good,
o far as cotton-growing is concerned,
because the people are putting more land
under cotton, Still, I think it would be a
good thing to discourage the people from
putting all their eggs in one basket. It is
not right to leave all the other established
industries and go in wholly and solely for
the growing of cotton. Cotton-growing may
be a_ great success, providing the season is
a suitable one; but, on the other hand, it
may be a complete failure, and it would be
a deplorable thing then if we found we had
neglected all our other established industries.
I am pleased to sec that the farmer is to get
the guarantee price of 5id. per b, for
another year at least. It is pointed out in
the Statement that the Government propose
to give a guarantee of bid. per b, for seed
cotton of 1} inch staple. I think that that
is a very long staple so far as cotton-grow-
ing is concerned.

On several hon. members conversing in
loud tones,

The CHAIRMAN said: Order! I must
again appeal to hon. members to try and
conduct their conversation in lower tones.
I can hear a good deal of what is being said
from the chair, so it must be disconcerting
to the hon. member addressing the Chair.
I hope hon, members will kindly remember
that when a member is addressing the
chair, whether from the  Ministerial
benches or from the Opposition, he has a
right to be heard without interruption; so
I hope hon. members will converse in lower
tones.

I110NOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAN: The paragraph which I
referred to in the Financial Statement is as
follows : —

“ The details have not yet been worked
out, but for the first year of the new
guarantec period the maximum price
will be 54d. per 1b. for seed cotton of
14 inch staple, of good quality and free
from disease.”

T am told, on very good authority, that a
1} inch staple is an exceptional one, and is
only likely to be grown by a few people,
and in very small areas, It is right enough
to encourage the farmers to grow the best
cotton possible, but if you insist on a length
of 14 inch, then only small quantities will
be grown. I think. therefore, that the
guarantee should be given for fair average
cotton. I am told that in America, if the
cotton averages 1 inch in staple, then it is
exceptionally good cotton. [t is a good
thing to aim at a high standard of cotton,
but we should give the guarantee for a fair
average quality, as it is too much to expect
all the growers to produce a staple of 13
inch length. We have heard a gocd deal
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from members on both sides of the House
as to the conditions operating in the manu-
facturing industries In Quecnsland as com-
pared with the other States. Without wish-
ing to decry this State, it is a fact that,
unfortunately, our industries have not pros-
pered during the last ten or twelve years as
they have done in the other States. We
know that there are less employees in manu-
facturing concerns in Queensland to-day than
there were in 1914, Queensland is the only
tate that shows a decere while all the
other States show an increase in the number
of employces in factories as compared
with 1914. We must look and discover
the reason for that. It is the duts f
the Covernment, as well as of the Opposition,
to find out the reason for that. The South-
ern States have incrcased the manufacture

of various articles. It is well known that
we cannot compete with them in that
respect. One of the reasons is that in

Queensland we work our emploveos forty-
four hours per weck as compared with the
forty-eight hours per week they have to work
in the Southern States. One recason why we
cannot compete with the other States 1s
because the hours worked here ave one-
twelfth less than those in other parts of
Australia. If the conditions werc the same
all over Australia, we would be able to com-
pete successfully with the other States, but
we cannot expect to do 1t when our
employees work only fortv-four hours per
week as against the forty-cight hours
worked in the other States. We are pro-
tected in Australia from the cheap labour
in other parts of the world, and we arc given
that protection because_ the people in the
other parts of the world work longer hours
and got smaller pay than they do in Aus-
traljia. Protection is afforded to the manu-
facturar on those grounds. Then, again, you
must not forget that in some indusirics in
Queensland we work forty-four hours as
against forty-cight in the other States, and
we must admit that that is a very important
consideration, because. provided men vorl
reasonably, a man working fortv-eight hours
will turn out raore than a man working
fortv-four hours a week. I can glve you an
Mustration. In Queemsland a firm is estab-
lished with a view to putting on the market
certain articles, They calied tenders for
fhe manufacture of c¢ne part of cach of
those articles. The lewest tender obt zinable
in Queensland was £9 rcach. Tenders were
called in the South, and a Victorian firm
obtained the contract for several thousand
of those arbicles, which they coutd land in
Brishane at £4 15s. esch.

The SECRETARY FOR RalLwivs: Do we not
export articles to the Southern States

Mr. MORGAN: I know we do export to
Sydney, but I just want to mention that as
an illustration of the statement that if we
cannot manufacturc in Brisbarne or Queeus-
land as cheaply as the manufacturers can b
the South, then we are going to lose trade,
and eventually cease to be a manufacturing
State, and we will get our manufactured
articles from Victoria ard other places. I
am quite prepared to admit that certain
classes of goods are exported, but for every
pair of hoots that goes from Queensland to
Southern States, five pairs—if not move—
manufactured in the Southern States come
t5 Queensland. Then, again, there is the
basic wage. If the basic wage is £3 17s. 6d.
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in New South Wales and £4 2s. in Queens-
land, how can we possibly compete with
them ?

The SCCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is not the
margin of profit higher in Queensland than
in the Southern States?

Mr. MORGAN : On certain articles. There
are certain manufactured articles which,
owing to conditions of transport—distance and
freight—cannot be brought into Queensland
and compete with the articles manufactured
here, but that is really the only manufac-
turing trade that we obtain. There ix other
trade that we are losing.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: You want to get
back to low wages.

Mr. MORGAN: I am mnot one of those
who want to get back to low wages, but we
can only gauge the value of a wage by its
purchasing value. If £4 5s. will not give
the worker any more purchasing power with
which to buy the necessities of life, than
£3 10s. elsewhere, or at some other time,
then the worker with £3 10s. is just as well
off as the worker with £4 5s.  And any
industry that can be established and give
employment, provided that the wages
obtained in it are fair wages, should be
erncouraged.  The argument that the high
wage is a sign of prosperity or creditable to
the Government in power is of no use unless
it can alsg be shown that employment can be
obtained under those conditions. In the
vecent Maranoa Federal eicction, the people
were told by Mr. Dunstan, the Labour can-
didate, that the Government descrved credit
for obtaining high wages for the men on the
stations, and I believe that is true, but the
men on the river bank, who were obtaining
rations from the Govermment because they
could not get work replied, © You may have
been responsible for the high wages, but we
arve not getting them. We are out of work.”
By the mere fact that the Government have
made wages so high and hours short, the
Goversment are not doing a service to the
working class, beeause if an industry is so
overtaxed with high wares and short hours
that it has to close down, an injury is being
done to the worker in it.

Mr, BrExNAN: What about the slump in
the cattle industry?

;\?.}MORGAN: That had something to do
with 1f.

Mr. DBreENwaN: Then why not say so? Tt
had all to do with it.

Mre. MORGAN: When an industry is
prospercus then wages may go up. The
Seeretary for Mines, in his speech, gave us
vory fine information as to the price of
copper prior to and during the war. Ile told
us that the Government bought those mines
at Chillagoe at a time when copper was high
in value. I think everybody must know that
at that time the prices of rare metals and
metals generally were advancing in value
owing to the war, and at the very moment
that the war ceased, and they were not
cequired to the same extent, there would he
a reaction and the prices would be reduced.
Then, why buy when prices were so high
and when everything was being sold at an
exorhitant value, as they did in the case of
the State cattle stations? The cattle stations
vere bought when prices were cxceedingly
high, and the result is that, when they come
down below normal, losses are being made,
not only by the Government, but by private

Mr. Morgan.]
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persons.  The Secretary for Mines told us
that copper was being produced with the
price at £70 a ton, and the industries were
not carrying on at a profit. He said it was
necessary that the price of copper should be
£90 a ton in order to make the mines pay.
We kuow that some mines are closed up
altogether, unfortunately, and many thou-
=ands of men are out of employment. The
Minister admitted also that in 1914 copper
was £60 a ton and the industries were all
working. Industries then were able to make
the copper mines pay owing to the fect that
conditions were different—wages were lower
and the men worked lenger hours—and it
gave work to thousands of men throughout
Australia,

Mr. CoLLixNs:
hours,

Mr. MORGAN:

The men did not work Ionger

When the war broke out
and the price went up, I admit that it was
only reasonable and fair that the wages of
the men should go up, too. do not think

that the wmen should not share in such
presperity in the indush‘y.
Mr. Butcocz: When cattle were at their

highest prices, did cer *q,n (\n*p]oVon refuse
to recognise the Federal award m its
application to stations?

3r. MORGAN: There
who are not reasonable, and there are some
omplovom who are not reason able. There
are some emploiees who would like to rob
their masters and take an u'xffm advantage
of them, but that is not gencral. The point
T want to make in respect of the copper
mines, for instance, is that, in 1914, the
conditions were such that we had thousands
of men working in them. It is not pos bl~
to pay the presmu wage. It may be nece
that the workers shﬁuld accept B3 10s. per
week., I claim it would be better for them
to be w01kmg for £3 10=. per week and to
have the mines producing. thay to have the
mines clesed and the men receiving Govern-
ment. doles in order to keep their wives and
families from  starvation. Instead  of
endeavouring to increase wages and shorten
hiours. in order to regain our prosperity, we
should endeavour to make the purchasing
value of the sovereign greater; we should
endeavour to shape conditions so that money
would have its full purchasing value. I
think the Federal CGovernment are acting
wisely in their proposal regarding the move-
ment to Increase, from 15s. to £1 per week,
the old-age pension payment.

Mr. Corrins: Hear, hear!

are somoe emp]oycrs

=

Mr. MORGAN: It may be a very laud-
able objeet to increase the payment. The
Federal Treasurer, however, did not adopt

the stand, “ We \»ill increase the old-age
pension payment.” e says. ¢ We will try
and make the 15s. buy uha’c can be bought
to-day for £1.”° That, in_ my opinion, is
what should be done. know that there
are many industries in Queenbland which
can afford to pay any wagc, because of the
fact that they are able to pass it on. Any
industry depending upon local consu mptlon

cnly, and enjoying high protective dutios.
can pay increased wages and stand a
shortening of hours. But we have in

Qucensland, and in Australia, a great nuinber
of industries which are compelled to com-
pete with similar industries in the cutside

world; we produce morc than we require
locally, and are compelled to sell our
surplus  in  other parts of the world.
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Generally speaking, all those industries
which are compelled io compete with the
outside world are closed down to-day
because the conditions are such as to ronder
impossible the carrying on of those indus-

tries at a profit. That is deplorable. We
have been told by hon, mombers opposite
that we are the “low wage” party.

Mr. Corrins: So you are.

2. MORGAN: Hon m(‘mbers opposite
can be termed the “no work” party; they
give a dole, but they do not give work., The
Government  are nmlung conditions  such

that indnstries, which othm wise would give
eniployment to thousands of men, are, unfor-
tanat=ly, not able to give that employment,
becanse they cannet compete with industries
in other parts of the world.

My, Connixs: Tf rour veasoning were cor-
rect. Britain would be prosperous instead
of having 2,000,000 enemplozed.

LMr. MORGAN: The Federal Government
have brought in a DBudget which provides
for a reduction of taxation. If there is any
coamtry  which should endeaveur to bring
about a reduction of taxation, it is Australia

—and  Quecnsland. in particolar.  We in

Queensland ave labouring undor great diffi-

culties, not onlv in respect of the basic wage

and the forty-four-hour week, but also 1u

respeet of the hwh taxation which is ruining
o

Quocnsinad.  That little State of Victoria

went right t ‘(;ugh the war—sent her men

fat ad in proportion to the population,

sutfered frem drought and other thines the
r\ P

some as L,fue:‘ns]and did, b the burden of

those aand other conditions the

war and 1t\ ‘lfﬂ‘ln)“lth—-ﬂ"‘d did not increase

its taxation upon ity people; the taxation
per capita 1s no higher to-d than it was
i 1914, That State never ¢t has kad a

Labour Government to administer its affairs.
The copnditions of the worker in Viectoria.
notwithstanding that he has not had a Labour
Government to spoon-feed him, are to-day.
and at all iimes have been, equal to, if they
are not an improvement upon, the con-
ditions of the worker in Queonsland. It
cannot be s=aid that Victoria is in its present
prosperous condition af the expense of the
worker: it is owing to the geod govern-
ment and gnod ﬁdmm]strat‘on \Vthh have
p‘rm'(n]ed in that State. Look at tbn increase
rln‘r has taken place 1m taxation in Quoens-
land. The ficures show that in 1§14 the tax
per capita was only £1 8. 2d.; it was
hrought to that level during fifty yeavs of
Tiberal administration. Yot duving the
short period of seven years a Labour Admin-
istration has increa sod the tax to £4 18s. per
apita. That s not encouraging people to
come hore and establish industries. When
1 individual or a company has moner to
invest, he or it mﬁk(\ full inquiries before
deciding in which State the industry shall be
established. R@plc entstives would come to
Queensland and make irquiries as to what
are our labour conditions, our basic wage.
cur hours of work, our taxation. The same
thing would be done in the Bouthern States,
and comparisons would be made. What
weuld be found?—everything to the detri-
ment of this State. The evidence that would
be collected would be sufficient to induce the
establishment of that industry in other
parts of Australia. That is what is being
dono The figures show that we are losing
opportunitics which we should not lose—oppor-
tunities which would make for the progress
and prosperity of this State—owing to the
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{act that our Government have not realised
their responsibility to this State. Instead
i encouraging people to come into this
Srate, the Government are driving people
ouc of this Stete. The Promicr endeavoured
to show that the prosperity of Queensland
was ovident owing to the fact that a record

crowd attended the sbane Exhibition.
The secrctary of the Assnciction (Mr. Rain),
and cvery hotelkeeper in Brisbane, kuows
t that crowd did not come from the out-
g parts of Queenzland; it wos due to
imerease  of popuht'(m in and around
citv. Being a very cheap show where
got full valh for their mon
the  city people attended and made the
attendeuos a vecord, re woere less coun-

sion than

try people in Brisbane c¢u this o
there have been for many vears

I would like to deal also with land scftle-
ment and lond revenue gencrally. As ovoery-
one knov Queensland “has CROTRIOW: ATCES
of urnsdeveloped land which should be de-
veloped, and we should be pmducmg more
than wo are producing, Private capital
should be crooursged to come here in corder
to 1nake the lund more productive. It has
Loen wnid that the man 1s o public benefactor
who makes two blades of grass grov, “where
only one giew before. That is s man
v lio takon up V‘Lgu* il and who sh(ms that
is capable of plodwmg a particular pro-
at we did not know it would produce
a public benefactor. T s;imnun(xt s, people
not encouraged to come here and per-

such important work: ¢ condillons
ch that people will not go upon the
Generally speaking, theve has becn o
gradual influx of people from the country
into the larger citics and towns. In the

vear 1814-15. which was the lasg

[4.30 p.mn.] »ear of the Liberal Administra-
tion, the wouni  received  as

m the land was £%61,608, and for
the Fear 1821-22 the =mount reccived was
£1.515,555.  The figures disclose that about
£500, "O‘) more was tﬂ]\(‘l by this Government

revenue fr

<

from the producsrs in the way of land
revonue,  as  compared  with the amount
obtained under the lsst year of Liberal
sdministration. In 191415 the mount
reesived from holdings and runs amouited
to £299,939, and for the year 1921-22 the
amount received was £542,497 showine the
enormous increase of nearly £300.000.

My, Corrins: The hon. member should

compare the price of wool in 1914 with the
price of wool te-day.

Mr. MORGAN: In 1914-15 the amouni
received from cccupation licenses was £52,300.
whereas the amount reccived in the yoar
1921-22 was £62,162. Thosc figure: go to
show that people, instead of ta,klnu up the
land under conditions that certain improve-
ments should be effccted and that certain
pests, such as pear, lantana, and Noogoora
burr, should be destroyed, are now twkmg
up land under ogeupation license, which
means that the land is held without any con-
dition as to improvements. It therefore
offers no me]oymont, and is really allowed
to go back to 1ts old state, and is, in faer,
being overrun with pests that did not cxist
on it fifteen to twenty years ago. Our coun-
try lands are not being improved, unless it
is a new holding where a man has gone with
a certain amount of capital and has effected
some improvements. We find that on old
properties the fences are falling down,
suckers are growing all over the land and
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pear is spreading where previously it did
not exist,

Mr. Corrins: Jeremiah the second.
Me, MORGAN: That state of affairs
exists because the men who own the land

cannot afford to keep it in an Improved con-
dition, and in an endeavour to get what
they can ovt of 1t, it has unfortuunately been
allowed to get into its present state.  Iion.
members  oppoesite  who  represent  country
electorates cannot denx that or suggest thas
3 are cxaggerated. It 15 a sad
state of affairs that our land: to-day do not
possess the caveying capacity that they had

ten. fifteen, or twenty years ago. That has
been brought about because the industry has
Leen squeeved and ruined by the present
Government.

tir. Corins: Docs the bon. member say
the weol indusivy s ruined?

Mr. MORGAN: One hon. genileman, who

that he would make the
The Govermnent have not
sful in making the squatters
are maling the Dttle graziors

is now dead,
frpuattors sgues
only boen suce
squeal, bot ther

Gu also.  The only in which iy can
affoct the squatter is, perhaps, in connection
with his banking sceount. If the Govern-

rment injure the squatrer, it has an effect on
the cattle market and on wool values; if the
Goverament do( anything to injure the pro-
ducer, who is a “ big’ man, then it also will
affeet the bread and “butrer of the small man.
This GGovernment have sucreeded in affecting
the liveliboed of the smail man. They have

also succeededd in damaging the large grazie
and have exterminated the men who have

been in a smail way., A great number of the

men wre holding theiv lands because the
mertgagees do not want i take them over.
Oue  estimable young gentleman, who wwas
vather inexperienced, bought a grazing pro-
perty in St George district.  Shortly after-
wards there was a reassessment of his rent
and he bad to pay £500 as back rental,

iich was mere than he could afford.  Ile

told the mertgagee thet he could not keep
on with the property, and although the mort-
gazees did net want to teke the land they
wete cowmpelled to do w0, beeause the young
man walked cut, leaving behind what capital
he had iuvested. Thet stote of affairs was
brought about because of the Repudiation
Act passnd by this Government, and it is
not the state of affairs Appel’[aunm\T in one

case only, but i many ¢ The Govern-
ment realize they have done wrong, and they
should set about to 1eetify these injustices

and a<k the people to
retirn a Govermment who will bring about a
botter state of affairs. It is the duw of the
Government at the present time to go to
the country. We know the deplorable state
that the country i+ in.

Ir. Coroins: Ever:thing is deplorable in
the eycs of the hon. member.

Mr. MORGAN: I hope the hon. member
for Bowen will not abus» the Governor again.

Mz, Corirxs: I did not abuse the Governor.

Mr. MORGAN: 1In referring to the
remarks made by the Governor in connection
with Golden Caskets, the hon. member said
that the Governor ought to be put in his
place.

My, Coruixs: And so he ought to be.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member should
not say that after what has happened to-day.

Mr. Morgan.]
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Mr. JJ. H. C. Roserrs: The hon. member
for Bowen ought to be put in hix place.
Mr. Cornixs: I will be

here most likely

when the hon. member for Pittsworth is
outside,

sAve Jo H. C. Roperts: [ am not a bit
flattered  at being in bere with the hor
mcember for Bowen.

Mr. CoLuiNs:
The CIHAIRMAN:
Mr. MORGAN:

I return the compliment.
Order !

Perhaps the state of
affairs that exists to-day has not existed in
the history of any other Government. We
know that, with the Government representing
a mmouty of the electors and the Opposi-
tion representing a majority of the clectors,
the Premier will be able to vete for three
sbsentce members. I hope that if hon.
members on this side beeome il that the:
will stay away and not have their votes
recorded by proxy. I would sconer do that
than have my vote recorded.

Mr. Dunstan: One hon. member
asked for a ¢ pair,” and he got it

eppesite

Mr. MORGAN: A “pany” is quite if-
ferent. A majority has to sit on one SIdL
or the other in this Chamber. If “ pairs
are granted, that has no effect on the vot-
ing. Since the opening of the session, until
to- members had to be present in order
to record their votes; but Bills can become
law and placed on the statute-book by a
Government having fewer members present
than arc in opposition.

Our railways are a most important factor
in connection with land settlement; but if
they are to become a burden on the people,
instead of helping the country people, they
are no as:istance to land scttlement. Unfor-
tunately, we are getting to that stage when
the ratlways, owing to the high cost of
freights and faves, are bvm)nmm a burden
to the people and are not asyisting in land
settlement they should do. In 1914-15 the
railway receipts amounted to £3.792.000. and
in 1921-22 they totalled £5.125.000. Notwith-
standing the fact thar the roceipts in 1914
amountued to £1,333,000 less than in 1920-21
in 1914 the railways paid.

Mr. Corrins: Be honest.

paid,
Mr. MORGAN

Quote the wages

That i1s one of the things

I have previeusly referred to: that nmu':hv
is being asked to carry a gr-ater burden by
way of wages than 1t shm Id do. If the

wagoes of t the men on the ra ilways were reduced
hy Thalf a million pounds to-morrow, and we
set about to arrange matiers o that the
employees would ha\} the same purchasing
power with that amount less in wages, the
workers would be just in the same pm]t.on
th are in to-day, but it w ould mean an
enormous  difference  to the 1ailways. It
would mean thet tho loms on the

railways
would be half a million less than it is at the
present time. The men would be 1o worse off,
and the railways would show much better
financial results than they are showing now.
Hon. members opposite do not see that, but
usc the parrot cry, ¢ Look at thc wages being
paid on the railways.” The railway men will
tell you that their wagm to-day are not equal
in purchasing power to those paid in 1914,
T have met men who told me that they reared
families when they were getting from 8s. 6d.
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to 9s. per day. Young men to-day, who nave
families, say that it 1s difficult 5 rear them
on 15a or 16s. per day. That is because the
purchasing value of money is lower ro-day.
Iu those dayf they could buy a pair of

blucher boots for 7s. 6d., but to-day

cannot buy a palr of boots of the same quality
for less than 17s. 6d. or £1 a pair. Yet we
have the parrot cry from the hon. member

for Bowen, and he will tell the people in
the vountlv “ Look how we have increased
the wages.”” I think the pceople will say,
“Yes, you have increased the wages, bus
the price of commodities is so hlgh that our
es ar® not so good to-day as they were in
i it is generallv admitted that an
individual who spends more money per weeck
or year than he i carning is likely to become
1nsolvont It is just the same with a company,
and it is the same with the Government. For
the purpose of comparison, I will give the

figures with regard to expenditure. In 1914-
1915, the Liberal Government earned
£10 12« 10d., and spent £10 12s, 9d. per

head, or 1d. per head less than they earncd.
It was only a penny, but they were not going
into debt. 1In 1921-1922 the present Govern-
ment earned £15 9s. 9d., and spent £16 4s. 8d.
per head, or 14s. 11d. per head more than
they carned. This state of things has been
going on for some years, bub it cwnnot go on
for leng. The Govornment must hVe ‘within
their income. otherwise the State will not
be prosperous. When an 1ndlv1dual spends
more than he recceives, it is only a maiter of
time when ba,nluuptcv ill occar. If T live
beyond my income I must soon totter to the
ground. The Government, in presenting their
finances to the Houxe, should show that they
are going to live within their Estimates. They
have had deficits year after year, and thev
make no provision for the deficis which is
estimated during the current year. That
shows bad finance. The Govmnmont should
have made p1ov's10rx to mect that deficit and
halance the ledger, which H)ey could have
done without any crmqt difficuitr ; but, unfor-
tunately, ther have nob done 50, and it is
injuring the reputation of our State.

27p. (Cortaxs: Vou have proposed no remedy
vet heyond a reduction of wages.

to the

>

Mr. MORGAN: I want to vefer
indusiry known as the * opossum industry,’
which has: been mismanaged by the present
Government. It is a valuable industry, and
at times gives emplovment to a great many
men who unnof find other werk; but, unfor-
tunately, the Government have seen fit to
turn it into a political mati~r in order to
obtain votes. From 1st November, 1911, to
24th June, 1915, the industry was closed down.
That was before the war. It was closed down
altogether, in order to allow the opossums
to multiply. In those years, things were
fairlv prosperous, and thers was work for the
people.  Meon had work on the stations, and
the then Government thought it was not
advizable to open up the industry because
there were other avenues of work available.
In June, 1915, the industry was cpened, and
why was it opened? Tt was at a time when
the war was on, and thousands of men were
away at the front. The Government cpened
the industry at a time when there was other
employment for evervone. What has been
the result? There is a scarcity of work to-day,
and the industry might have been availed of .
for four or five months, but the present
Government allowed the opossums to be
slanghtered in millions, because their furs
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were valuable, when there was plenty of
other work available at the time.

The bell indicated that the time allotted to
the hon. member under ths Standing Orders
had expired.

My, PAYNE (Mitchell): The hon. member
for Murilla has told the Committee that the
Premier has been feeling his way, and that
if i could have got sufficient support from
the Opposition he would have gone to the
country and formed a new party. As far
as I and other hon. members on this
side are concerned, there is not a particle
of truth in that statement. The Premier has
proved his genuineness berond doubt to any
houest-thinking man, and has stood the acid
test more than once. Hon. members opposite
sent their delegation to England, in an endea-
vour to stop the Premier from getting loan
money. Although the Premier knew the dis-
tress that would be caused to the workers in
the State on account of his failurs to get a
loan, rather than sell the birtaright of the
people of Queensland, he came home empty-
handed. I am satislied—and I know I am
speaking for hon. members on this side—that
the statement of the hon. member for Murilla
is all * moonshine.” I listened with consider-
able attention to the speeches delivered by
different members of the Opposition. They
have been jumbling a lot of figures together
and telling this Government that they are a
wasteful Government.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Quite true.

Mr. PAYNE: Everyvbody that has studied
the position at all knows that Queenslaud,
and every other State in Australia, and even
the Commonwealth itself. are suffering a
linancial depression at the present time,
The hon. member for Oxley went to somne
trouble to eriticise the Government aud their
financial position, but if the Nationulist
party. which the hon. member for Oxley
vecently deserted, had had their way, and
had succeeded in carrying conseription, then
the financial position of every Stare would
be much worse than it is to-da If conscrip-
tion had been carried it would have meant
that 16,000 men would be sent away from Aus-
tralia cvery month. Look what that would
have cost the country: and, in addition to
sending all the best men out of the country
in that way, there were all the other things
that had to be paid for in conncction with
conseription. 1If  the Nationalist party
throughout Australia had had their way, and
succeeded in carrying conscription, then Aus-
tralia to-day would be financially insolvent.
A man does not need to be an exceptional
financial expert to understand the situation
in Australia to-day. If we take all the debts
of the Commonwealth and all the Srates of
Australia, and add up the interest bill of
cach, we will find that Australia had to find
an annunal interest payment of £40,000.000
per vear, and we have onlvy got a population
of 5.000,000 people to find that immense
amount of interest. The great financial
oxperts understand the difficult position that
any Australian Government are faced with
to-day. Some of the best men I bave spoken
to in my eclectorate. and in other parts of
Queonsland, have come to the conclusion that
it would be better to wipe ouf the whole of
the war debts, and then they would know
where they were. Some of these men are
not ouly in favour of wiping out the interest
on the Australian war debts. but even believe
in wiping out the principal, too.

Mr. Crayron: What do you mean by the
best men?

N3
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Mr. PAVYNE: I mean the men who talk
without bias, and the men who have a soul.
We have members opposite who talk about
thesn things, but they have no soul. There
is no Government in Austraiia to-day, includ-
ing the Conmmonwealth CGovernment, that
does not find the financial pesition vers diffi-
cult owing to the fact that we have to find
£40.000.000 annually in interest and a popu-
lation of only 5,000,000 to raise that amount.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: You are adding to it as
fast as you can every year.

Mr. FrLETcHER: The Quecnsland Govern-
ment is the chief offender.

3r. PAYNE: We have to adit that dur-
ing the war it was a very exciting time,
and many moen lost their heads to some
extent: but when the T.abour party took up
the stand throughout the Commonwealth to
fight again«t conscription, we did a good
thing for Australia. Had it not been for
the stand taken by the Labour party on that
cccasion, then Australia would be abselutely
insolvent to-day. It was the Labour party
who started the Commonwealth Bank, and
it was the Labour partr in Queen:zland more
than anyonc clse who saved this country
from conscription. Br doing that we pre-
vented  the Commonwealth  from sending
16,000 men awayv to the front every month. 1
cannot help repeating it, because you cannot
repeat a good thing too often, We know
that Queensland, in common with evers other
part of the British Empire, has felt the
financial position very much owing to the
cffects of the war.  In fact, it iz felt by
every country in the world exeept Amerieca.

Mr. Frercuoer: Quceensland benefited from
the war.

Mr. PAYNE: CQuecnsland suffered as
much as the other States from the wav, but
we had an honest Administration in power,
(Opposition Jaughter.) Hear them laugh!
Auy fool can langh. (o around and leck for
vourselves and see ihe ifmprovements going
on in rour own city,

Mr. CLayToN : And sece the unemploved.

Mr. PAYNE: Anzone who travels through-
out Queensland can ser the enormous aimount
of moner that is being spent.

Mr. Cravron: You can also sce the nnem-
ployed.

Mr. PAYNE: There are less unemployed
in Quecnsland than in any other Stste in
Australia. (Opposition disrent.)

Mr. Frercuer: Let us hear how Quecns-
land was adversely affected by the war.

Mr. PAYNE : Members opposite telk about
the unemplored. It has been proved that
men come from the other States to (Jucens-
land, and, no doubt, they have increased the
number of unemplored here. Why did ther
come here?

Mr. Evpminstoxe: To get vour doles.

Mr. PAYNIE: They came here because
Queensland is under a better form of Govern-
ment.  (Hear, hear!) They came here be-
cause weo have a more humane Government.
(Hear, hear!) It is ouly human nature that
these men who have no ties to keep them
in any particular place—it is only the law
of human nature, just like the animals, if
vou like—they will go to the spot where
they can get the best food and best accom-
modation.

Mr. WARREN : Yes, your dcles.

Myr. Payne.}
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Mr. PAYNE: That caused a rush of men
from ‘the other States to Queensland and
caused more unomplovmont here. 1 sald

just_now that Mr. Theodore stood the test
m England. 8o far as this side of the House
is concerned. we never had any doubt of the

; Ted Theodore, the Premier of

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member for Mitchell will address the

Chicf Seerstary by his proper title
PAY What would the Premier
o by joi;1:115 the ppoz,:‘ulou'
Ay, Keme: [t would save his job.
Mr. PAYNE: The E’wmwx sprang from

the workers, ilved with the w bllxe!‘s all his
life, and he knows that the workers placed
him in the position ihich he now oceupies,

e knows the whole Labour movement from
\ to Z, and that he would do nothing to
il the Labour movenent. [ ask any
common  sense  person  what  the  Premier
would gain by joiring, as h» puts it himself.
5 rabble Iike the Opposition? The thing is
nnthinkable to a commeon-scnse man.

Mr. Xerr: He did not seem to think so
Weir: All they think about in the
Opp\,smou are bonds and wheat pools.

Adr. PAYNE: The other night we had th(}
neinber for 1’ort Curtis. My, Fletcher, and
the mnmber for Osxley, Mr. ElpbmstonL
giving this Hous» a lecture on political
pouhl,v. Thosu hon. members and other
hon. mcmbﬂra were discussing something that
appeared in the paper about t\\o men bem”
arrested for offering a bribe of £3,8

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon.
ber must not refer to Hnur incident.

WMy, PAYNE: You =
to refer to it

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point
out that no other member of this Committee
has roferred to that ineident.

OppostTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: I was referring to it in the
war that - referred to it, when ther were
siving this House a lecture on political
morality. Political morali
sooth! Such a lecture comes ill
from two men who went to the
clectors as Nationalists and joined another
party without going to the country again. 1
agree with the member for Bulimba-

meaer-

llowed other membe

{5 pond

An (OrposiTioN MEMmBER: You agree with
him !
Mr. PAYNE: I agree with any man in

what I think is an honest thing. 1 agree
that any man who goes before the electors
and then sees his way clear to change his
coinions, should at least go to the clectors
again before he takes his place in Parlia-
m.ent.

Mr. Kzrr: What about your retrenchment
policy? What did you say on the hustings?

Mr, PAYNIE: There is not one member
on thls side of the House who has broken
or splintered one plank in the platform so
far as the wagoes of the workers ars con-
cerned. I say that it ill becomes those mem-
bers—they have a cast-iron front—to rise
in their places and give a lecture on political
morality. I say that the Nationalist party
—-or rather, I shall not confine mv comments
to the Wationalist party, but include the
whole of the Opposition—are resnensible for
the very bad financial conditions in Australia

[Mr. Payne.
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to-day. Ilad the producers of Australia got
the same prices for their products as did the
producers of Canada, the producers of Aus.
tralia could have paid the whole of the war

debt, and they would have been better off
than they are to-day.

Mr. Mocore: What about the extra
distance?

Mr., PAYNE: I give you that in. The

neople of Canada and other portions of the
British Fmpire got three and four times as
much for their products as the Australian
producers. :

Mr. WARREN :

(e

Mr. PAYNE: There were ships here
Lifore the effects of the war became serious.
bu* the Commonwealth Government were too
mean.  1f the Commonwealth Government
had been o truly Auwstralian Government.
they would have taken advantage of the
opportunity  of  their lives and started
secondary industries here during the war.
"There was a natural protection. The poli-
tician or the individual who thinks that we
dare woing to muke this oountr' a free coun-
try .md inerease population without increas-
e seesndary  industries in a blg way, 1is
living in a fool's paradise

They had ships to take them

We have heard owr opponents
about laad settiement. I am very pleased to
zon that the Government have seen thelr v
ro introducs some legislation that will assist
the man on the land ro get a decent priee
for what he produces. To me it has always
seemed foolish to talk about settling people
on the land before you have arrived at some
organisation scheme that «will gnarantee them
fair prices for their products. T think noth-
ing can be more lamentable than to sen
hard working men on the land—as I have
soen them during the last two or three veoars
==prodi irst-class crops and when thex
ave marketed getting scarcely what it cost
to produce them.

Mr. J. JowEs :
man to-da;

Ir. PAYNE: What worse attraction for
seitling people on the land in Quecrsland
could we have than the Quesuslard-born
wan  working practically all the daylight
hours only to turn around and tell you that
he can hardlr got a decent living. after he
rroduced Ixnr class erops 7 I think it is
piomdrens to talk about sott]'ngr people on
the land when they can never be sure that
it they work they will get what it costs them
to produce their crops. The Govcrnment are
trying 4o remedy that state of affairs with
the Primars Producers’ Organis sation Act,
and if the farmers will fall into line [ have
no hesitation in saying that land scttlement
in Queensland will get a bigger boom than
1t has cvery had. by the establishment of
markets, the provision of pools or some
organisation scheme whereby the men en the
land will get a reasonable, decent price for
what they produce. It wi]l have a greater
effect than half a dozen Burnett schemes.

Mr. WARREN interjected.

Mr. PAYNIi: I would he very much
surprised if I had not done more practical
farming than the hon. member. I was horn
on a farm. The hon. member for Murrumba
is farming on the share system. Ho has
families working for him, and he farms
them; he sits quictly by while they do the
work

tallking

That applies to the e ttle-

o
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One of the principal items in the charges
against the Government has been that the
Government have spent too much money in
relicf doles. The unfortunate men who are
out of work the members of the Opposition
are pleased to call loafers, and I can remem-
ber some years ago when the unemployed
went to the Government in power, the present
()pposltlon and were told to go and eat
gre I am glad, anyhow, that the present
(;0\ crnment have not descended so low that
tf would treat men, women, and children
—women and children in particular—so cal-
lously as to tell them to go and cat grass
It is trne that the Government have monf
a considerable amount of money in giving
people relief. 1 admit it vould be very
much better if they could be kept in employ-
ment. because mere 1olch has a tendencr to
degrade honest men who will work., The
matter was discusscd by the whole of the
party—I am giving no secrets away-—and
cvery one of us preferred to help men by
o thein honest work., The Government
had a certain amount of monev and i was
proved that if they had to buy material
and provide plant and erect certain build-
ings to etart works, the money would last
only for a very ah()lt time, whereas if they
gave the men cnough to keep body and <0u‘
together, it would at any rate tide them
over the period till, perhaps, they could give
them constant work. Had the Opposition
been over here—had this humane party on
the Opposition benches been on the Govern-
ment side of the House, they might have
started works with a great flourizh, but in
four or six months they would have found
that they had no mones—the job would not
have been comp]ntod it would have been
no wuse to anybody, and the unfortunate
people would have had to starve. I stand
by the Government in cvery acktion they
have taken for the feeding of men who could
not get work owing to the conditions eaused
by the war.

Mr. Kerr: The Government have Qt'mvod
the Cite Eleetrie Light Company spending
£100,000 and providing work.

Mr, PAYNE: 1 hapnened to be on the
committee which gave that matter honest
consideration. It dawned on each member
of that committee that it was a most ‘pu‘u]xa
coincidence that just now, “hen motiey Is a
little bit tight, these companies come along
making out that they are trying to give the

v

people the comforts of life. The man who
would give public utilities awayv for a life

time is a criminal. Those people have done
without for some vears, and it would be much
better for them to go without for another
vear or two and allow the matter to remain
in their own hands rather than give it to
some Shylock company which could charge
what is liked and give whatever service Jt
liked. The Government did right in not
giving away any of those public utilitics.
I would advis se the hon. member for Enoggera
to “read up” the municipalities of Glasgow
it would open his eves. e has never read
them, or he would not talk as he is talking.
Any man—whether Australian-born or Aus-
tralian by adoption—who is anxious to give
away public utilities—water. light, tramways
—and tie up future generations for all time.
in favour of some Shylock company which
would be able fo treat the people as it liked,
Is a criminal in the community. Any hon.
member who would speak and vote in favour
ot such a proposal would not be acting in the

[22 Avgust.]
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best interests of the community. I have heard
a good deal about this Governme:t having
gone to America for money. What else had
the Government to do? They showed their
backbone in that—rather than be subdued by
the capitalistic power of this State, by a
delegation to Tngland, by the attacks of the
Tory newspapers—they took the action they
did

Mr. (. P. Barxes: Do you think the news-
papers said anything which was nob true?

Mr., PAYNE: I am quite sure they never
caid anything which was true. This is the
only Labour Government in the world to-day.
It is only natural that members who are hexe
in the interests of the great big capitalistio
class, the hoodle class, and not in the inverests
of the grest mass of the people, will stop
#t rothing to get rid of this Government.
We have heard a good deal about the Bill
that became law to-day. Probably it would
have been better had it not been nccessary
to place such an Act ou the statute-book. Hal
the Opposition been a decent Opposition, had
ther followe:! the custom of giving  pairs
to sick members of this Hou it would not
have been nc arv. I congratulste the
Giovernment on the pas-age of That Bl As
one of the earliest pioneers in the Labour

ma~ement in this State, on hchalf of the
workers in my electorate, 1 congratulate the
1’1"“‘111(1’ on the stand that b has taken

during this trying time. I congretulate him
for—as hon. members opposite call it—hang-
g on to office. -

Mr. FLETCHER interjected.

Mr. PAYNE: It rcquives someone to ach
the part of a dog to catch a dog. (Laughter.)
Hon. members can laugh, but a dog s a dog
no mstter what camp he is in. I congmtulnte
the hon. member for Toowcomba. The
methods adonted were the only ones possible.
to expose the extent to which the capitalistic
cls«s of this country would go in trving to
oust the osly Labour Covernment in the
world to-day.” I do not want to touch en this
case, although a good deal has been said
both in the House and in the Coramittec.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T point out fo
the hon. member that nothing hss been said
in Committee in regard to that case

Me. PAYNE: I do not want to brealk your
ruling on the matter, Mr. Kirwan. As far
as I am concerned, men of the character of
those who are at the hack of the Oppos ition
requive to be cxposed. I have heard a lot
about clean politics, about public morzlity.
I have come to the conclusion that many of
these people who talk about political morality
hd\o not an ounce of common justice in th>

whole of their composition. I am sick and
fnod of hearirg men tallkiing about honesty of
purpose. Thov sav that this Government ara
hanging on to office for what they can ot
out of it. This Government are hanging on
to office, because they know that if members
ar present sitting in opposition were to
occupy the Treasurv benche: for one vear
the grcat mass of the workers of this State
would be in a very much worse position than
ther are to-day. The workers in-New South
Wales are tasting that medicine from the
Fuller Tory Government. I claim that this
Government, by hanging on to office with a
majority of one, are doing justice to the great

mass of the 'people of this country. I hope
that they will continue to hang on.

Mr. Payne.]
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Mr. MAXWELL (7Toowong): During his
introduction of the Financial Statement, the
‘Treasurcr seemed to stress the point that
Queensland was in a flourishing conditiou.
As an illustration, he used the national
festival that we have had during the course
of this month; he pointed out the number of
people who attended, and gave that as once
of the reasons justifying the Government in
retaining the Treasury betches and having
the confidence of the people. Tf Queensland
s i such a flourishing condition, how is it
that we have our unfortunate people down
at the various relief depdts accepting the
doles that this Government choose to pass
out to them? How doees it come that the
Government have introduced a retrenchment
or deflation policy and a reductiou of wages
throughout the public service? I would like
to draw the atfention of hon. members to
the condition of one of the industries of this
community which is contradictory to the
Premier’s statement. I refer to the building
trade. In the last annual veport of the
Master Builders’ Association the following
appears 1 —

*“The marked depression that closed
the months of the year 1920 continued;
and, in fact, became, it unvthit more
intense during the vear under review.
which closed with a rather discouraging
prospect. The year had found nearly 75
per cent. of the association’s members
practically idle, which, of course, meant
that a large number of employees were
also idle.”

Mr. Dasit: That industry is flourishing.

Mr. MAXWELL: T am associated with
the building industry, but the hon. member
15 niol.

. My, Dagti: The hon. member cries ** stink-
ing fish” all the time.

 Mr. MAXWELL: I do not cry * stinking
fish,” nor do I ery “longer hours.”” I must

dissociate myself from the
forty-cight-hour week. I contend that a
forty-four-hour week is a fair proposition,
and I am not going to allow an hon. member
who walks up and down Queen street to try
and gull this Committee somewhat along the
lines adopted by the Premier by stating
that the State is in a prosnerous condition
because one or two buildings are being
erected. I endorse what is contained in this
report by the master builders, It states
further—

“The vear had found nearly 75 per
cent. of the association’s members prac-
tically idle, which, of coursc. meant that
@ large nmmnber of ¢mplovees were also
idle. ¢ What is the causs of this depres-
sion in the building trade.” continucs
the report. ‘is a question that has been
answered in various wavs: but of all the
causes put forward probably the absolute
lack of confidence in our legislators is
far and away the chiof cause of depres-
sion. Money is apparently plentiful. but
this is being invested in gilt-edge securi-
tiez, such as war loans. Government
bonds. and preferential shares. as is
proved br the firming of all these sccuri-
ties as against the falling tendency of
industrial stocks. There 1s no gainsay-
ing the fact that money is being taken
out  of  Queensland industries and
mvested  elsewhere. for the aextremely
heavy taxation. coupled with the insane
legislation against the laws of supply

[Mr. Haxwell.
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and demand, and State interference
with industrial matters leaves no alter-
native. Optimism is a virtue that can
well be indulged in in this great colony,
provided thns people are allowed to work
out their own salvation, free from the
paralysing effect of a tvranny that could
be hardly equalled under the worst pos-
sible capitalistic system; but it is uscless
to say all is well when the reverse
obtains. Restore the long-lost confidence
by eliminating the extremist on cither
side, by encouraging a friendly relation-
ship betwecn emploser and employee. as
against the teaching of that ungodly and
ruinous doctrine of ¢ class consciousness.
and by restoration of practical wor
conditions; then there will be cause for
optimism, as undoubtedly under those
favourable conditions this State is ripe
for a huge development in the building
trade, bringing in its train prosperity to
employers, constant work to emplovees.
with happiness and contentment for

both.”
The Master Builders’ Association speaks
with # great amount of authority. The

reports by union sccretaries as to the con-
dition of trade contained in the ‘‘ Qucens-
land Industrial Gazette” for July, I take it
are a fair index of how things are. The
“ Industrial Gazette” states—

“Boot trade—no work.”

Mr. WEIR interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: I want to dissociate
myself from anybody who would attempt to
say that hon. members on this side believe
that children should go without boots. We
believe that everyone should enjoy a decent
living. We do not believe that people should
be bootless or unemployed.

Mr. WER: Of course, the hon. gentleman
does.

At 5.25 p.m.,

Mr. Dunstan, cone of the panel of Temr
porary Chairinen, velieved the Chairman in
the chair.

Mr. MAXWELL: I know what it is to be
an employee just the same as to be an
employer. If hon. members on this side had
an opportunity of occupying the Treasury
benches, the people of this State would be in
a better position than they are in to-day.
They would cnjoy legitimate and honest
legislation intended for the benefit of tho
whole community. The ¢ Industrial Gazette”
further states—

“ Builders’ labourers—lack of employ-
ment.”
That cmphasises the stateinent contained in
the annual report of the Master Builders’
\ssociation.  The “ Industrial Gazette ”
further states—
“ Amalgamated engineers
trade.
¢ Federated furnishing trade—slackness
of trade.
“ Federated liquor trade—depression.”
Mr. Wrir interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not stand for Ger-
man goods. T stand for British material all

slackness of

the time. The ¢ Industrial Gazette” con-
tinues—
¢ Federated moulders—slackness of
trade.

¢ Painters and decorators—advice on
causes exhausted.”
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Thar emphasises the statement I made in
connection with the condition of that branch
of the industry. The * Industrial Gazette”
further states—
* Queensland
trade.
© Plumbing—illness 1, lack of work 14.
“ Federated ship painters and dockers
—lack of work,
¢ Storemen  and
work next week.
* Waterside workers
ping work.
* Australian Workers’ Union, Central
district—scarcity of employment.
“ Queensland colliery employees—slack-
ness of trade, sickness, and accident.
“ Waterside workers—lack of shipping,
o ¢argo.
“ Waterside

plasterers—slackness of

packers—will be in

insufficient ship-

workers  (sub-branch)—

casual employment.
¢ Boilermakers—siclness 1, accident 1.
and

“ Moulders, sickness
accidents.”

These are veports by union sceretaries
am quoting them in order to emphasise the
-tatements made in the Master Builders’
Association’s annual report. It shows thai a
most deplorable state of affairs exists, and I
hold that union secretaries can, undoubtedly,
spealkk with greater authority upon these
matters than can the Premier or the member
for  Mundingburra. The Premier and
others are invited to a number of social
functions, where they sce everybody enjoving
themselves, where the festive board is laden,
and where liquor is flowing frecly.

Mr. W. Coorgr: Docs the hon.
mean ¢ivie functions?
) L‘»:Ir..MA;\'.\VELL:. I mean all functions,
including civic functions. At these functions
hon. members opposite do not sce the other
side of the shield, and do not know the exact
state of conditions existing. What was the
result of an appeal made a short time ago in
connrection with the returned ** diggoer 7?

Mr, Corrixs: Who is to blame for that?

Mr. MAXWELL: Who?

Mr. Coriins: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment,

My, WEIR: The hon. mewber knows it, too.

Mr. MAXWIELL : The committee of which
1 have the honour to be chairman waited on
the Prime Minister in connection with this
matter, and he has placed £250,000 at the
disposal of the committee to assist unem-
ployved *¢ diggers.”

Mr. WeIr: Look what the Prime Minister
has done for the © brass hats.”

Mr. MAXWHELL: He has discharged a lot
of them. Tt is all very well for the Premier
to say that 70,000 people attended an annual
festival, and then use that argument as an
indication of the prosperity of thy country.
That is no indication at all. We have got
our relief depdt, and we have in the base-
went of the Queensland Turf Club building
women working all day making and distribut-
mg clothing for women and children of
“dizgers” out of employment. Nobody
vegrets the present deplorable state of affairs
more than myself. It is most unfair for any
hon. member to say that Queensland is in a
flourishing condition. And to say that such
a condifion is due to the Labour party!
tf that is so, the present state of unem-

Ipswich

member

[22 Avugust.]

Supply. 823

ployment is also due to the Labour party.
No matter who is to blame, the fact that
we have a relief depdt, and we have
people making clothing for the women und
children of the ‘“diggers,” is a disgrace
to this community., We have been told
that this is all the aftermath of the war.
It was up to the people who. before the war,
knew that there would be this aftermath of
tZe war to have done something to prevent
the present state of alffairs. These gentle-
men who are always talking about the capi-
talist system are doing their hardest to try
and becomo capitalists them-
[6.30 p.m.] celves, and I do not blamne them.
I say that capitalists arc a class
of men who are good for the community. I
do not think it is right for a man to be
always satisfied to stand on the lower rung of
the ladder. We want men like the late Hon.
T. J. Byrnes and like Mr. Andrew Fisher.
Take the present Premier, for example, who
werked in a mine, and he raised himself by
his industry and ability to the poxition which
he occupies to-day. It is disgreceful to talk
in the way some hon. members opposite
tallk about capitalists. Then we find that
during the Paddington clection the Sceretary
for Mines spoke 1n favour of the abolition
of the wage system. I do not know whether
he desires to associate himself with the
I.W.W., the preamble to whese platform
states—
¢ Instead of the conservative motto, * A
fair day’s wages for a fair day’s work’
we must inscribe on our banner the revo-
lutionary watchword, ¢ Abolition of the
wage system.’ ”’
The Secretary for Mines said at the Pad-
dington election that there was to be mno
unemployment; but what do we find to-day?
There are numbers of men travelling from
the Southern States to Queensland. 1 would
not like to say that these men are coming
here because there are relief depdts in
existonee.
Mr. Braxp: It is a fact, all the same.
Mr., MAXWELL: T would like to say
that. ivrespective of the present Govern-
wment, this State bears a splendid reputation
all over Australia. It stands to reason that
Queensland could not have stood the mis-
government she has been subjected to if she
had not been a great State. Then, we had
the Premier stating, in reply to an inter-
jection, that he believed in a co-operative
commonwealth. 1 must say that during my
experience T have been greatly dizappointed
in regard to some of the statements made by
the hon. gentleman. (Government laughter.)
I always judge a man by his statements until
I prove him to be unreliable. I rcmember
that, on the first occasion I had the privi-
lege of being here, the Premicr made a
statement in which he asked for the co-opera-
tion of all hon. members in order to make
this fair State of ours what it should be.
Then, a couple of days after, he mot the
hatchet out and started to wuse it, and
allowed us to believe that he did not wans
any assistance from hon. members on this
side at all. The Premier’s scheme of co
operation is entirely different to what I
anticipated it would be. To prove it, I
have only to go to the One Big Union. I
believe that 1s what the hon. gentleman
believes in: in fact, I bolieve the whole of
hon. members opposite ave advocates of the
One Big Union.
Mr. Connins: Hear, hear!

Mr. Marwell.”
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Mr. MAXWELL: I am glad to hoar that
interjection. I want to read an extract, in
connection with the co-operative community
which the Premier wants, from ¢ The One
Big Union and Reconstruction,”” by Ernest
II. T.ane, with introduction by Ifon. W. R.
Crampton, M.L.C. Chapter XI. is hecaded
“The Wings of Desire,” and states—

“Who can doubt the neces:ity of the
idealists and dreamers who. in  their
visioning of the future, conjure up a
picture cof wociety which serves as the
basis or model of the days that arc yet
to be, and thus point the way that leads
to the co-operative commeonwealth?

“But before it will be posasible to
attain thiz idcal of a nation of free
men and women in place of the present
one of privileged Londholders on the ono
side and dependent bondilaves on the
other, the worker« will have to have
greater and higher ideals v thelr cur-
riculum of reform than thev have at
present. Their childlike faith in old.
time-worn nostrums of political fetishes
and beliefs will have to be abandoned;
the delusive principle of “a fair day’s
pay for a fair day’s work’ must be
sorepped  along  with the many other
«hibboleths of a past epoch of evolution.

“As sooh as the workers realise that
arbitration courts. wages boards, and the
various other me of “mutual’ bar-
gaining will never bring thew any ncarev
to their emancipation from the toils of
capitalist exploitation, that on those lines
nothing that really mattere can possibly
be  attained-—as sooir as that position
iz realised, then will another big advancs
be made oun the onward march.”

Weo continually hear hon. mombers on the
front Treasury benches denouncing what they
call the capitalist gang. Does 1t not seem
ridiculous for a body of men who poss as
mtelligent people to stand up on all occa-
sions and denounce the capitalivts asx being
a capitalistic gang, when we read that their
aitm and objective is to try to get to the top
of the ladder? We do not blame any man
who tries to raise himsolf from the ranks
fo the position of an officer. We know that
this One Big Union ix eswociated with the
communistic plot that was hatched tn 3lel-
bhourne, transferred to Sydner. rveborn in
Brisbane, and then =ent {o Melbourns to
be ratified. T do not waut to weary the
Committee by stating what the hon. gentle-
man esid at that ceonference.  The plank
was agreed to by the conference in Bris-
bane. I have the report of the conference
here. which confirms my statement. I do
not lkprow whether, in view of the state-
ment which the Premier has made about
the co-operative commonwealth, that the hon.
gentleman c¢oincides in the views expressed
by Mr. Garden, in his latest manifesto in the
South, when he said that he had referred
his ““ go-slow” and “ irritation strike” policy
tn the Council of Action for endorsement.
Imagine hon. members opposite advocating
the continuation of arbitration courts, when
we find, in conneetion with the One Big
Unio=, that the absndonment of the arbitra-
tion courts altogether is advocated! When
the hon. member for Barcoo spoke the other
night, in connection with the basic wage.

asked him to read the statement of Mr.

Piddington. Mr. Piddington pointed ous
how ridiculous it was that in fixing the

[3r. Maxwell.
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basic wage a married man with a wife and
three children should be placed on exeastly
the same footing as a single man., That 1s
not a falr proposition.

Mr. Brrcock: If you hold that the present
basic wage is too low, do vou pay a highcr
rate then the basic wage yvourself?

Mr. MAXWELL: I might reply to the hon.
gentleman in this way: Ot the present time,
owing to the restrictions and conditions that
are placed upon some of vs in our own
business, we pay the minimum wage to the
majority of men and we obey the conditions
laid down by the Arbitration Court.

Myr. BurLcock: Then you perpetuate what
you admit to be an unfair position?

Mr. MAXWELL : We abide br the decision

of the Arbitration Court. I venture to say
that, although the hen. member does not

believe 1n the contract svstem, he would not
perpetuate that system himself, but he would
vather do the work himself and not give the
work to an unfortunmate man who requires
that wwork. This is the statement made by Mr.
Piddington, #s published in the * Sydney
Morning Herald 7 on 29th February, 1922 :—
“The aim of the league is to secure
remedy of defects in the existing bask
wagoe tem by esiablishment of a flat
rate minimum waege sufficient for a man
and wife, and, in licu of payment for
three children, as at nresznt, an allowance

he made for each dependent child.
“ Referring to the present basic wage
tem, Mr. Piddington said that nothing
ould be more flagrantly unfair to the
emplover than to foree him to pay a wage,
based on family maintenance, to those who
had no such responsibility. and nothing

more =unjust to the people in vhose
interests the scheme was brought into
operation. It was simply impossible to

expect a coherent living wage declaration
by & court if everyone was to have the
smc wage. The time would soon come
when the country would look back with
anuzoment at the present living wage
law, and wonder how it was empleyers
and emplovees had tolerated the arrange-
rment so long.”’
1 think that hon, membors will admit that
when a gentleman like Mr. Piddington was
invited to address, the unions—or, at any
vate, some of the citizens of Brisbane
——in  the Albert lall. that he was
thought to he good enough for those
gentlemen.  And that is the gentleman who
made the statement I have just referred
to. The hon. member for Barcos referred
to the emplovers’ conference in Brisbane. I
have also some reference to make to that
conferencs, and I take my information from
a similar source to the hon. gentleman,
namely, the Pross of Brisbane. There was a
resolution passed which I think T should read.
I might say that last year the Government
proposed to introduce an amendment of the
\rbitration Act, but no mention of that
amendment appears in the Governor’s Speech
this vear. I do not know why it was omitted.
It might be because there was not sufficient
paper, or perhaps their friends from the
Trades Hall gave instructions that it had to
be eliminated. This is the resolution that
was passed at the employers’ conference—
¢ That, while the cmplozyers of Austra-
lia, as represented at this conference, are
of opinion that a properly constituted
arbitration system for the settlement of
industrial disputes is in the best interests
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of Australian industry, they cannot over-
look the fact that, unless the awards of
the Arbitration Court are to be loyally
obeyed by both employers snd employces,
then such legirlation is an encumbrance
on the statute-book of Australia and
should be repealed, as 1t is contrary to
cquity and fair desling that one party
to these awards should be bound thereby
and the other party allowed to flout them
with impunity.”

I consider that is as fair a resolution as any
body of m=n could pas:. I have bLesn asso-
ciated with those men on the Council of
Employers for Australia, and I know Senator
Fairbairn, who is a# their head, and I can
:av that it has never been my lot to associate
with a more honourable body of men. All
these men stand for fair dealing, They
favoured eco-operation. ther offered profit-
sharing, and they cven offered the Whitley
scheme to the cmplorons for the purpose of
bringing about industrial pesce. But the
militant section of the unionists would not
igree to any of them, and they siated thas
there was nothing in common between the
emploving class and the emplovecs. T notice
sevoral hon. members on the Government
benches are laughin I know from experi-
ence where men who have visen from the
ranks and have become bosses are absolutely
tyraunical to the employe T remcmber in
Brishene some years ago. just before the
Farly Closing Act came into fores, one of
the biggest advocates for carly closing was
a shopwalker in one of our Queen street
establishments,  When he afterwards started
in hnsiness for himself that man kept his
business open till 9 o’clock at night and 11
o’clock on Saturday nignts. Yet he was a man
who professed to believe in ecarly closing. In
my opinion, hon. members opnosite who are
interjecting and laughing weuld de just the
same s that man. We are offen asked what
sopializm is.  This is Kirvkup’s d-finition of
what socialism is—

“ Whersas indusivy is at the present
carried on by private capitalists served by
wage lahour. it must be in the future
corilucted by associated or co-operating
- workmen jointls owning the measns of pro-

=

duction. On grounrs both of theorr and
history this must b» accepted as the

csrdinal principle of sceialism.”

Instead of the Government saying that we
are in a flourishing condition at the present
time, it would be better if they gave encour-
agement for the distribution of capital
throughout the Jength and hreadth of the
State so that work can be given fo the unem-
ploved. I cannot understand the DPremier
saying that we are in a flourishing conditien
when we have a Bill before the House to
reducs the salaries of the public servants.
The CGovernment went to the Arbitration
Court and asked for a reduction in salaries,
notwithstanding the fact that when they went
to the country they promised the electors
that there would be no retrenchment. I have
rather a good *“ Psalm of an Unemploved
Man,” which T will read to the House, It is
as follows:—

* PsaLm oF AN UNEMPLOYED MAN.
_ ‘1. Theodore is my shepherd, yet I am
m want.

““2. He maketh me to lie down on the

park benches: He leadeth me beside the
free dole houses.
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3. He restoreth my doubt in the com-
munistic party: He guideth me in the
path of destruction. for his party’s sake.

“ 4, Yea, though I walk through the
valley of starvation, I will fear no evil,
for thou art against me: Thy politicians
they frighten me.

“5, Thou preparedst a
salaries or deflation for
anointest my income tax;
runeth over my income.

“ 6. Surely unemployment shall follow
me all the days of the communistic party :
And I shall dwell in the parks for ever.”
(Opposition laughter.)

So far as the unfortunate unemployed arec
concerned, the Hecretary for Mines stated
that the opening of the Burnett land scheme
would absorb them in two months.

Mr. Forey: That is correct. Did he not
prove it the other night?

Mr. MAXWILL: It is all very well for
the hon. member to say it is correct. He
has a good salary, and whet is more, he has
o blanket to cover him, but there are other
people whe are not in the same fortunate
position. I am not going to uote the
“ Courier” and the © Telegraph” to show
what the Burnett land scheme svas going fo
do. but I #m going to take the ** Daily
Standard” of 20th Deccember, 1821

“Queensland is the only State with a
big, practicable plan which would have
properly settled thousands of workers on
the land. The Government iz still
strongly in favour of the Burmett pro-
posals, and it is understood is considering
means of borrowing or raising the
£2,0600,000 required to curry them out
successfully. But the Federsl Govern-
ment, acting under orders doubtless,
turned those proposals down and rencged
on the offer to provide the £2,000.000 for
the Burnett land scttlement. In any
case, the Burnett lands proposals, in the
present state of Australian unemploy-
ment, would be only sufficient to absorb
a  considerable number of Australian
workless and would not go far as a solid
excuse for encoursging imimigration.”

reduction in
me. Thou
my expense

1t was necessary for me to read only the last
part, but T went to be fair, so I have read it
all.  So you sce how ridiculous was the state-
ment that the scheme is going to absorb the
unemployed. I wish it would. Nobody would
be better pleased than the members on this
side of the House. We have a State sicond to
none in the whole of the Commonwealth, and
because some of ug criticise the management
of the State. we arc told by members on the
other side that we are defaming the State.
T say that the men who are defaming the
State are those who hold the Treasury
benches and the others sitting behind them.
We know full well the condition of affairs
to which we have been brought owing to the
reckless expenditure and extravagance of
the Government, a Government who resort
to the tactics we have seen during the last
couple of days—proxy voting of members
who are unfortunately unable to take their
places.  They have created a very bad
precedent. 1 think it was the Secretary for
Public Lands who. by interjection the other
night, said that it was for a (Government
who had high ideals to create precedents,
not to follow precedents. If so, I want to
ask hon. members on the other side of the
House, “ Why did you follow the precedent

My, Maxwell.]
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that another (overnment introduced—at
least, you say they did—that is, the bludgeon-
ing of free spcechi” Thesc are the advo-
eates of democracy, but they arc most hypo-
critical in their advocacy—these class-con-
scious people. Did not the Premier say on
the Address in Reply, ““ We are here to
represent not ome class, we are here to
represent the emplorers and the employeces
and to do our best for Queensland ' 7 What
have they done? The communistic plank
that was born in this House—and had
illegitimate birth again in the Trades Hail
Then, again, a precedent has been established
by the Government in the manner in which
members of the Opposition have been treated,
which would be a disgrace to a suburban
debating society let alone our legislative
hall. I ecannot understand »ny Ministry
who desire to sccure the assistance and
support of the people resorting to tactics
such as this Government have adopted dur-
ing the course of the various debates in this
House, in which they bludgeoned through a
certain measure. 1 venture to suwy that
before very long they will be up before the
tribunal.

At 5.65 p.m.,

The CualrMaN resumed the chair.

A GoverNMENT IEMBER interjected.

Mr. MANWELL: I do not know to what
the hon. member refers, but I am game to
go to my crowd and they are not game to go
to theirs. I will go to-morrow. We heard
an interjection from the Premier the other
night, when the Legislative Assembly Act
Amendment Bill went through, *I thought
vou said there was going to be an election?”
The Premier practically held up the Bill
and in colonial parlance said, ** What do
vou know about that? We have this and
we are in a position to carry on.”

Xir. W. Coorer: Absolutely!
Mr. MAXWELL: I venture to say that

when the Bill goes to the people they will

answer the Government in no uncertain
fashion,
Mr. Cornins: Send them back with an

increased majority.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member is
very optimistic. If he is really so optimistic
as that, why not take the opportunity now?
Why not go to the people and receive their
instructions? (Government interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: I would just like to
refer hon. members to what a late respected
membsar of this House, Mr., David Bowman,
said of the Kidston Administration for carry-
ing on in 1909 with a majorits of one or
two. We have heard from the hon. member
for Kurilpa the statement by the Attorney-
General with reference to the esame Govern-
ment carrying on with a majority of one or
two, but circumstances alter cases. It makes
all the difference when the “ ins’ are in
and want to stay there.

Mr. BurLcock : What did Karle Page say
about the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth?

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not know what Dr.
Earle Page said about the Prime Minister
of the Commonwealth, but I do know that
if there is one body of men who regret what
they did to the Right Hon. William Hughes
it 1= the body of men who sit over there.
(Government laughter.) Ion. members may
laugh—he was one too clever for them. Mr,

[Mr. Maxwell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Hughes stood for the Empire. (Governmens
laughter.) Did ¢ Billy”” Hughes stand for the
Perth Conference, where they sang the “ Red
Flag”? No. He stood for the flag of the
Empire. He did not stand for Sovietism;
the condition of atfairs that will obtain here
—the condition of affairs in Russia—if some
fate does not Intervene and prevent some
men from carrying out thelr desires. The
only thing to which I am looking for inter-
vention 1s the will of the people. Those
gentlemen opposite believe in the voice of
the people, they say. The fact is that they
believe in it when it suits themselves. The
hon. member for Bowen asked members on
this side if wec understood the meaning of
“ Communism.” Naturally, being prepared
always to learn something, I
wanted to know if hou. gentle-
men on the other side could
what 15 was. We were told
it was practically the “ Sermon on the
Mount.”” It swas the teachings of the Great
¥iaster. I would rewind hon. gentlemen
opposite who say that, that if that were so,
a better spirit of co-operation would exist
amongst members on that side towards
members on this side—a better spirit of
co-operation, of brotherly love and affection
towards the general community than obtains
at the present day. The system of class
consciousness would not prevail. We have
been told by the Master, “ If a man strikes
you on the left cheek, turn the right’ : again,
“Tove one another,” “Live peaceably
with all men”; and, “ If a man ask wyou to
zo one mile, go two miles.”” If that is the
communism that the hon. member under-
stands, why do they not practise it? The
communism we are fold of to-day is the
communism that is practised in Russia.

{7 p.m.]

toll  me

Mr. Forzy : Communism is not being prac-
tisad in Russia.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am glad to have that
from the hon. member.
3r. ForLey: You ought to know that.

Mr. MAXWELL: Y& may not be prac-
tised : but that is the clazs of libelled com-
munism which hon. members desire to put
upon us; and they give us to understand
that that is what communism means. This
is what the ¢ Communist,” of 4th Novem-
ber, 1921, says—

“The workers in Europe are again
gathering strength for another and, they
hope, final steuggle for victory over their
exploiters, The bloody hand of British
Imperialism is at.work, not only in Ire-
land, where death stands between the
Trish and a bourgeois republic, but in
India and Egypt. These masses, ere
they gain their freedom, will free the
same symbol of capitalism and Imperial-
ism as the external ememy—a Dritish
bullet. Such is the class struggle to-day.
bringing the workers ever near and
nexrer to victory—to the time when the
revolutionary party of the proletariat
—the communist party—will smash the
State and set the workers free.”

Tz that the class of communism that the hon.
moember means? Is that the class of com-
raunity that hon. members desire to set up?
Thi= Soviet appeal to Australia was pub-
lished in the “ Telegraph,” of 18th August,
1922—
“ A communication was recelvad yes-
terday at the Sydncy Trades Hall from
the executive of ths Red Labour Union
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International, whose headquarters are at
Moscow. The letter states—

““We are sending to the Melbourne
All Australian Trades Union June Con-
fercnce our heartfelt greetings from far
Moscow. We urge you to come out in
joint action in an attack against the
stronghold of capitalism. We ask you
to send your delegates to the coming
sccond congress  of the revolutionary
union to take place in DMoscow on 20th
November next, in order to deal jointly
with the precéent tasks of .the Labour
movement 1n the whole world.

“The letter adds: ‘The decision of
your national congress at Melbourne in
June, 1921, shows that you have taken
the right path. It is necessary for you
to collaborate with revolutionary labour
organisations in the other parts of the
world.”

That is in support of the ideals they have in
Russia. Those in Russia naturally think
that there arc here in Australia some people
who are permeated with the seif-same views.

Mr. Pavyxe: You are going a long way
1o bring a charge against the Government—
:o Russia. (Laughter.)

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members have
bheen  swallowed by the red rag element
which believes in the socialisation of indus-
tries, and whose chief objective is the wiping
out of the employer. They say, “ There is
nothing in common between the employer
and the employee.”” Hon. members opposite
vealise how ridiculous it is, in a community
such as ours, for such pernicious doctrines
to be cnunciated amongst the people. 1
procecd again with the Communist” —

“ Soviet Russia is the headquarters of
the world revolution. And  against
Soviet Russia, world capitalism is direct-
ing its main offensive. When we vead
that nations are trading with Russia
this does not mean peace; it only means
war in another form, or a breathing
space in order to prepare new attacks.
There can be no peace between a prole-
tarian State and a capitalist State any
more than there can be peace between
the working class and the capitalist class.
And in this conflict victory is the nis-
toric mission of the workers: they alone
can create the new economic order; they

alonc have the will to victory: they
alone are the creative force of the
future.”

Ilon. members opposite sit on the seats of

the mighty and do not go to help their
comrades in the red Soviet department. So
long as they can gull the unfortunate men
ard women, so ]ong will they talk this cheap
clap-trap. Tt is a wonder to me that, in
any British community, rubbish like this is
allowed to be circulated. It is said that
British success to-day is due to the liberty
given to its people. That liberty can be
abused, and is being abused to-day by a
certain section of the community,

Mr, PEASE interjected.

Myr. MAXWELL: The hon. member’s
voice is like a cracked gramaphone recovd,
and I object to listen to a voice like that.
It jars on a man’s nerves. Mr. Garden,
leader of the militant section of workers in
the South, states—

“ We believe there is a paradise ahead

22 AugusT.)
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for the workers, but there is a long and

bloody road 1o travel before we get
there.”
That is the revolutionary clap-trap with

which these men try to gull the unfortunate
working class; but, thank God, the working
class arc seeing the light to the extent that
the Government are not game to go to their
masters.  The late Mr, bowm'm when he
was in Opposition, twitted the Government
with holding on to office. In ¢ Hansard,”
1909, he states—

‘I think that if the hon, gentleman
Ioadmw the Government has any feeling
at all of self-respect he will not contlnuc
as leader of the Government and attempt
to carry on business. Kither he will
tender his rozignation and allow an
opportunity to be given for .another
Government to be formed, or he will
bring about a dissolution and let the
country determine what is best to be
done.”

Hon. members opposite made statements of
that kind when they were in Opposition, but
i is quite a different thing when they are
on the Government side of the House. I
would like to reply to the remarks made
by the hon. Minister, the Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, in cennection with a deputation sltich
waited upon him in connection with arbitra-

tion. Ie said I misquoted his remarks
entirely i connection with that deputation.
1f anyone was wrong it was the ‘ Daily
Standard,” which I quoted at the time. The
“ Daily Standard” of 28th April. 1922,
states—
“ May Dav.
‘“ FINAL ARRANGEMENTS.
“ Prades and Labour Council.

¢ Position of Returned Soldiers.

“ Important Committees Appointed.

* Preference to Returned Soldiers.

“ Mr. (. Lawson reported on the
result of the deputation from the council
which had interviewed the Minister 1n
charge of Arbitration Court matters (Mr.
Forgan Smith), to request the Govern-
ment to intervese with the action of the
court in granting preference to returned
soldiers, Mr. Lawson stated that Messys.
Brice and Roche had fully and forcibly
placed the position before the Minister,
who was very sympdthetlo to the ob]ect
of the deputation, but it was a Cabinet
matter, and at the earliest opportunity
he (tho Minister) would bring the ques-
tion before Cabinet, and would do all in
his power to impress it with the desires
of the council.

*“ Mr. Brice supplemented and endorsed
the report of the previous speaker, also
Mr. Rochc, who said that if the matter
was in the hands of the Minister he
would probably accede to the council’s
request. The deputation pointed out how
seriously this matter affected the unions.
The ropons were adopted, future action
remaining  in aboydncc pending  the
{abinet’s decision.”

If there is any misleading being done. it is
being done by ¢ The Ddlly Standard,”
because that is the statement which appears
in that paper. I leave that report of the
Trades and Labour Council with reference
to returned diggers, which I have just read.
for the consideration of hon. members. T
want to vefer to the treatment which is

Mr. Mazxwell.]
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meted owt by this fatherly Government to
our railway people. I have here the ‘“ Rail-
way Advocate,” which contains a photo-
graph of shaclks which are not fit for black-
fellows to live in. If the Country party or
the Nationalist party allowed people to live
in shacks like these, and then posed as
friends of the working people, they wonld
be driven out of office. (Government inter-
ruption.) Previous Govermments did not
waste money like this Government do. The
raper states—

“ For yeare past onc of the principal
matters of dissatisfaction in the railway
service has been the abominable and di«-
gustivg conditions of habitation imposed
upon, and tolerated by, the hardest
worked railway omployees and their
families—the fettlers and gangers.”

{Government Interruption.) I care nothing
about hon. members opposite telling me that
I am a Tory. 1 am not a hypocrite. 1 am
not like hon. members opposite, who pose
¢s friends of the working class in order that
they may be kept in power. I say that the
workers have got more friends on this side.
(Government laughter.) The report pro-
ceeds—

“ Qur pages have repeatedly tried to
cxpose the almost inhuman conditions
under which these comrades and their
families exist. ..

‘“ The squatters and other emplovers of
labour are rightly compelled, by the pro-
visions of the Workers’ Accommodation
Act to provide suitable barracks and
quarters for their employees, but repeated
requests for  the  Government’s own
employees to be extended the benefis of
that Act have been reccived with that—
¢ which availeth nothing.” ”

Hon. members opposite talk about what
Liberal Governments have done in the past,
and they printed and published a deplorable
financial story, which was circulated through-
out Queenslund.

My, Brannax: That is threadbare.

Nir. MAXWILL: No, it 18 not threadbare.
This Government, during their term of office.
have spent more than £70,000,000, and
have had an accumulated deficit of about
£1,600,000. In seven years they have spent
and squandered nearly one-third of the total
amount which has been spent since 1859.

Mr., Payne: In what direction?

Mr. MAXWELL: In a good many instances
for clectioneering purposes. (Government
laughter.) They have sunk money in State
stations; but it should be remembered that
it is the duty of a Government to govern
and not to trade. The Government have
increased the public debt from £52,000,000
to nearly £86,000,000, thus adding to the
burden of taxation, We are told by the
heaven-born financiers on the other side of
the House that this is the only country in

Australia that has reduced taxation. The
Government are ruining this country. It is

all very well for hon. members opposite to
lie back in their seats and say that the finest
sight in the community was to sec the
70,000 people who attended the National
Show. What hypocrisy, when women and
children are going down to the relief depét
to recetve doles! When did the Government
try to reduce the unemployment? No effort
has been made to save expenditure. It cost
£4,000 to send the Premier to London, £1,800
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for Mr. Fihellv’s tvip to America and Eng-
land, £1,000 for a Lieutenant-Governor, and
£250 Tor a visiting justice. Some time ago,
when the Trades Hall people found that the
building in which they were situated was not
big enough or good enough for them, thewv
told the Government they wanted another
building, and the Government, in farce of
the opinion of the Brisbane Citr Council,
allowed the Trades Hall to infringe on the
streets of the city. The Government could
have saved money in every direction, bur
they have not tried to do so. But what did
thov do? They would not come within their
ambit,  Their sole desire was to attempt to
gull the people. They said, ¢ Let us spond
as much money as we can.” We were told
by the Premier when he came back to
Queensland after visiting Mr. Hughes,- the
Prime Minister, in Melbourne, that Mr
Hughe# would not give him th: money to
wottle the Burnett lands bocause a Labour
Government was in power ia Queensland. It
was a well-known fact that DMr. Hughes was
prepared to give the money to Queensland
provided that the Queensland Goverument
agreed to scttie people from overscas. It
was the domestic policy of the Government
to seottle people on the land in a proper
manner, and they could have got the money
from Mr. Hughes under those conditions.

The bell indicated that the time allotted
to the hon. member under the Standing
Orders had expired.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pitisworth): 1
would like, first of all, to rouch upen a little
episode which took place in the House last
Tuesday when a man largely vesponsible to
the people of Queen:zland in regard to
setting up an example to the community,
did not act as he should have done.

Mr. CorLixs: For God’s sake don’t talk
about sctting an cxample to the community.

oM

Mr, J. H. C. ROBERTS: Last Tuesday,
the I’remier intimated that during the pre-
vious week he had got down to the position
of what we might term an eavesdropper.
So far as members on this side of the House
are concerned—and I belicve as far as mem-
bers on the other side arc concerned—the
people think that a man holding the highest
position in the land, that is the position of
Premier of the State. should, at any rate.
act in such a way as to set the best possible
example so far as moral conduct is con-
cerned, {(Hear, hear!) But in deliberately
taking up the attitude of an ecavesdropper
in order to make public a certain conversa-
tion which took place between himself and
one man from North Queensland, and later
on between himself and another man who
was living in Brisbane, the Premier forgot
his duty to the people of Queensland. It
was the Premier’s duty on that day to sct
up a moral code for the people to follow.
That was his dutr as a public man. No one
can sar that the Premier is mnot a public
man. He deliberately took up the attitude
of putting the pecople of Cueensland au fait
with what may be termed confidential chats
hetween himself and other men. Not only
did he do that, but he acted the part of what
I might call a “ kevhole listener.” Therc
is not one man in this Chamber who would
do other than despise a man who would
listen at the keyhole. (Hear, hear!) I say
that the Prvemier put himself absolutely in
that position. He went a step further. I
should not have minded if the Premier him-
self had been the only person concerned,
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Hut the Premier himself admits that the
notes which he read out to us here last
“Muesday were taken down by a stenographer.
We have the Premier in his position as leader
of the State, both morally and otherwise,
putting upon a certain young man in the
public service the hateful duty of listening
to o conversation which he knew he was not
infended to listen to.
2r. Cosrerno: e was a pimp.

My, J. HL €. ROBERTS: That young man
was pubt in a position that he had to listen
o a conversation that he kiew he was not
intended to listen to.  When the Premier
had thoie notes taken down and transcribed.
he was exercising the rights and powers
which were invested in him as Premier of
the State. (vod hkelp the people of Queens-
land if the moral code set up on Tuesday
last by the Promicr is to be the moral code
of the rising generation in this State! Where
are we going to get to? We are going to
et down to the lowest depths it is possible
to get to. ILater on I will show that the
Premier has rot only to sct the moral codes
of the communitr, but also, as he said, the
commetrcial integrity of the State, Sup-
posing an hon, member went into the cffice
of a leading business man. or a banker, and
he found out afterwards that that banker
or business man had a note taken of the
conversation which took place botween the
business man and the hon, member. Suppose
that banker or business man took the pre-
aution of having a sfenographer behind the
«creen, what would the hon. member think
of him? Suppose an hon. member spoke to
a banker over a telephone and he found out
that a shorthand note was taken of that con-
versation although 1t was done in no way
in consultation with him, what would he
say?  And I am golng to sav that when
the Premier, of his own fres will and of his
own accord, exposed lasi Tuesday night in
this House what he belicved to be o plot, he
then told us that he was prepared to got
vight down into the lowest depths it is
nosaible for a man to veach, in order to
make political capital or any other capital
ke could out of the conversaticn of two men,
At any rate, I protest mysclf, and T believe
[ am rvight in protesting on behalf of the
memsbers on this side of the Howse, argainst
the political life of the Srate getting to so
fow an cbb that the Premier should deliber-
ately set a man to overhear a conversation
or take shorthand notes of a counversation
vhich is suppesed to have taken place
Hetwern himself and Mr. Garbutt and of a
conversation between himself and Mr. Boyce.
and then come into this Chamber and openly
launt—shall I say?—the low-down tactics
he emploved in order to get the information.
I sincerely trust that the people of Queens-
tand will remember in time to come that
the Hon. the Premier of Quecen:land is an
apenly  confessed eavesdropper or kevhole
listener, ’

Opposttiox MewBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: During the dis-
cussion on the Financial Statement we havoe
heard many statements made by members on
the other side in regard to the taxation of
Queensland. the prosperity existing in it,
and how gloriously we are succceding under
the rule of the Labour Government. I would
fike to point oub, fiest of all, that this
Government were entirely responsible for
the imposition of the land tax.

Mr, CoLLINg: Hear, hear!

{22 Avgust.]
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My. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. member
knows perfectly well—-

Mr. CorLins : I represent more farmers than
you do in the South, more intelligent ones,
at any rate.

Mz, J. II. C. ROBERTS : The hon. member
may. That does not say that they are any

.more successful than the farmers m my dis-

trict—not one bit. I would not like the hon.
member for Bowen to believe that he is a
better man than I am. I am able to represent
the farmers in my constituency quite as well
as he represents those in his eclectorate, and
I Lelieve T represent mine in an honest way.

Mr. CorriNs: Do you say I represent mine
in a dishonest way?

Mr. J. . C. ROBERTS: I say that this
Labour Government are entirely responsible
for the imposition of the land tax in Queens-
land, and responsible for taxing the small
man as well as the big one. I have here a
table showing the collections of land tax in

Queensland 53 compared with those in the
other States—
“ New ‘
Year. South | Victoria, = Queens- © South
1 Wales. | Tand. Australia,
i 3 !
1915-16 | 152,353 |
191617 | . 360,486
1917-18 P 353.156 1
1918-19 224,232 154,621
1919-20 314,217 146,336

£578,253 in 1918-19, after three years of Labour
rule—a vecord in the taxation of the man on
the land ! I know that the hon. member for
Bgwen does not believe 1t is quite right to
worlk out taxation on a per caplta basis, bub
I have done so, and I find that every man,
woman, and child in the respective States
was called upon in the vears specified to pay
the following amounts in land tax:—

New i |

Year., ! | Vietoris, | Queens- | South
o odaud, o Australia,

— T |
I s d | s, d. s. d. s d.
1915-16 ] 1id. L5 % 78 . T 0
191617 | o | 5 2 w0 4 | 6 8
1017-18 -+ 2d. | 441 10 o | 7 1
1918-19 I | 4 6 1507 W‘ 6 5
19190-20 J ‘ 4 1 20 i G 0

We repcatedly have it stated that it was
largely because of the effects of the war that
it was necessary to impose this enormous extra
taxation upon the people of Queensland. If
that was »o, why was it possible for Victoria
to carry on with a lesser land tax in 1918
than at the beginning of the war, and South
Australia with the same amount? Would I
be wrong in saying that it was because, in
Victoria, they had sane government as against
insane government in Queensland? These
figures go to prove that I would be correet in
saving that in Victoria and South Australia,
during the war period, they had sane govern-
ment:; and, unfortunately for Queensland, we
had a Government whose one idea was to
spend, spend, spend; to tax, tax, tax; and
on those lines alone they were insane and
were not responsible, very largely, for their
actions. Our friends on the other side say
that increased taxation was due entirely to
the fact that the Government had to_ finance
certain war obligations and do certain work

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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during the war period. So had Victoria,
South Australia, and New South Wales. Yot
none of those States conceived the idea that
it was necessary to incresse the land tax by
over 100 per cent., as was the case in Queens-
land. In 1920 the land taxation in Victoria
was the lowest on record; it had fallen to
4s. 1d. In Queensland it was 12s. 4d., and in
South Austraka 6s. The land tax in Queens-
tand was due entirely to the *‘ foresight  of
the present Administration, whose one object
was to impose, as soon as possible, a land
tax upon the freeholders of the State. The
result has been that to-day there are many
men who find they can neither pay their land
tax nor sell their land. That is what the
Government hoast of having done, The
present Premicr, in 1912, on the question of
immigration, said—

“The Premier has at last found the
correct policy regarding immigration—the
necessity of making conditions attractive
and safisfactory enough for workers in
this State, so a: to abtract immigrants
without the necessity of paying for their
passage. e admitz that large numbers
of people from the old country are being
attracted to Queensland, no doubt because
of the prosperity that Queensland is enjoy-
ing in many of her industries. And that
is the poliey which this party cntirely con-
curs in. If we can make the conditions
in Queensland good for the worker, there
will be no necessity to pay scalp monev
to get immigrants to come to Queensland.”

At that particular period the industries were
in such a prosperous condition that we were
attracting o large number of immigrants from
other parts of the world. Can the Premier
to-day say that the conditions of Queensland,
after seven vears of Labour rule, are so
attractiv~ that immigrants come here in large
numbers ?

The TREASURER : I sav, if you read more of
those specches you would make a much more
sensible spcech.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBFRT‘S I will probably
act upon that advice; it is interesting to note
what hon. members ssid in 1912. The hon.
gentleman cznnot say that the condition of
the industrics of Queensland in 1922, after
seven years of Labour rule, is as prosperous
as 1t was in 1912,
that have bren collected from the different
States over a period of years, under the
heading of income tax and (hv1dend tax; it

will be a revelation to the people of the
State—
‘ e
New i
— South | Vietoria, Queens-‘ South
Wales. F land. | Australia.
e | e | s |
1015-16 (1,707,403 | 702,745 76{‘ 560 !
1916-17 [1,997,477 | 766,746 | 2
1917-18 |2,182,117 | 773,468 [ 967, 4‘70 ‘
1918-19 12,855,248 | 928,210 ‘] 617 335 ¢
1019-20 (2,308,267 ’ 915,551 2,025,316 ‘ 662,584
In 19817-18, evidently, the Government of

Queom]and were begmnmg to feel that, owing
to their mismanagement in the previous three
years, it was essential that they should
increase very considerably the income tax and
the land tax.

I will come back now to the per capita
taxation. I know that some hon. members
will maintain that that is an incorrect method
of arriving at the taxation of a State. This

[My. J. H. €. Roberts.
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and child paid
in the different

is what every man, woman,
during the last few years

States—

i New i

— . South | Vietoria. ! Queens- ! South
| Wales. o dand, Australia.
e |
s, A s, d. s, d. s.

1915-16 | 0 0 - 22 4 9 7
1916-17 | 10 10 222 1T %
1917-18 | 10 11 27 8 18 7
1018-19 12 0 46 3 21 1
1919-20 ‘ 12 0 54 2 26 10
Quoonsmnd is ouf on its own and a sure
winner all the time. Yet hon. members
opposite say, “ Why is it that people will
not come to Queensland?”’ They say that
the people will not come to Queenbland
because they do not know the eountry. They
krow it only too well, and they are not

ceming here to pluce themselves under the
c[ommatlon or thumb, of the Premier and
hon. ge‘itleme sittfnrr behind him, to be
taxed as they are bung taxed at the pre-
sent time. The fact that the increase in
taxation during the last three years has
been phenomenal is an incident against this

Government. The figures in conncction with

the receipts and expenditure for New South

W alos ihow~—

— | Receipts. : Expendi- | Surplus. ! Deficit.
’ ture. “ ;

| ]

; £ ‘ £ 1 £ ; £
1915 . 18,946,227 | 18,518, 119 ¢ 430,048 ! ..
1916 | 19,703,518 | 19,553,027 | 149,501 ..
10171 20,522,007 ‘ 20,7 ‘ 268,798
1918 | 21,543,742 | V22 S’L : ..
19191 23,448,168 | "3,2%) 5()8 ‘ 214,768 ¢

For four of those years there was a surplus
and for one year a deficit, and there then
comes on the scene an Administration
similar to the Administration that has been
for the Jlast seven years and is now
ruling in Queensland. That Administra-
tion in New South Wales was the . Storey
or Dooler Administration. In 1920 the
receipts 1n New South Wales, under the
Storey or Dooley Gmelnment amounted
tn  £28.650,496, which is an increase in
receipts of over £5,000,000 when compared
with 1919, The expenditure for that year
amcunted to £30,210,013, showing a deficit
of £1.659,517. Thst was the first deficit
that had been shown for threc years. I
suppose that Government behaved themselves
in the same way as this Government do.
When they first got into power they imagined
there was no bottom to the pockets of the
public and they thought they could get any
amount of money and feed the fowls on it
or somcthing of that sort, and they never
thought that the time would come when they

would be havd-pressed or squeezed for
money, and that they would have o tax
the poople out of the State by means of
income and land taxation. They did
not realise that the time would come
when the people would not be able to pay

the taxation that was imposed upon them.
The Dooley Government perpetrated the
seme thing in New South Wales and copied
the e\mmple set by the Theodore Govern-
ment in Queensland. In 1921 in New South
Wales the receipts amounted to £34,031,39
and the expenditure amounted to
£34.476,892, showing a deficit of £445,496.
The aims, ideas, objects, and ambitions of
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the Dooley Government in New South Wales
were exactly similar to the aims, ideas, and
ambitions of the Queensland CGovernment.
They are actuated by the same desire. The
idex was to spend pub ic monev as quickly
as they zot hold of it. and if they could
not get it quick enough to spend it and then
ask the people to find it afterwards. In
1819 the accumulated deficit in New South

Wales had amounted to the paltry sum of
£244,540. Then we had this notorious
Dooley Government, a twin brother to the

present Queensland Government, and during
the foliowing two years the accummulated
dehut had increased to £2.249.558. That
is a record that 1;01]1&]3\ the Dooley Govern-
ment might be proud of. and I venture fo
say their twin brother in Queensland would
be still more proud of it. and if they could
only have a £2.000,000 deficit here the hon.
member for Bowen and other hon. members
would be as happy as larks.

How many people in Queensiand to-day
appreciate the fact that we have a very large
sum of money falling due in the way of loans
between now and 19807  No provision is
being made to meet those loans. The
Government are quite prepared to carry on
and tax the people, and borrow, boom, and
burst. It doos not matier to them onc lota
about the future. They realise that they
have only a short period to live, and they
say, “Let us have a chort life and let us
have a merry life.” Tf they took the right
course to-night and anpealed to the country
their life would be cut short. They would
go out. We have the following loan money
falling due—

£
1922 2,838,750
1924 13.140.634
1925 12.697,200
1926 813.300
1927 4,352,050
1928 453,600
1929 93,100
1930 3,954,800

During the next cight years, we shall have
£37.654,434 of loan money falling due. Th«
average rate of interest on the whole of thag
loan mo~ey is a fraction over 4 per cent.
We find that vo effort is being made to meet
these ioans. The people of (\uoen\land are
rot told the exact po-ition with regard to
our lean expenditure. We hear from time
to time about the surpluses of the Govern-
ment. We find hon. members opposite some-
what proud of the fact that the late Trea-
surer, Mr. Fihelly, managed to show souic
small surpluses. That hon. gertleman was
so surprized with himself that he left this
country and went to the mother country.

Mr. Brenman: e is still in the British
Empire.

Mr. ROBERTS: He is in the proper place
now that he is in England. We hear a groat
deal of tallk from hon. members opposite
about the deficit« which have acerued in
previous years in Queensland.. We find that
i 1910-11, there was a surnlus of £5274, in
1911-12 a surplus of £23.654. in 1912-13 o
surplus of £6.115. and in 1913-14 a surp’us
of £10.742. In 1814.15. the year that thi:
famous Government came into power, and ot
which the hon. member for Toowoomba has
alwavs heen a supporter, there was a surplus

of £3.259.
Mr. BrReENNAN: The war broke out then
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Were not Vie-
teria and New South Wales in the same

position with regard to the war? Have I
not quoted figures which show that New
South Wales, Victoria, ard South Australia
had not to materially increase taxation during
the whole of the war period? Yet the hon.
member for Toowecomba is foolish enough
now to talk about the war. The extraordinary
part about it is that it so hoppens that the
only time that the C(overnment made a
decent surplus in Queensland was the year
after the war broke out—that is the surplus
of £34,791 in 1915-16.
Mr. Moreax: That was ‘‘ faked.”

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTE: I think it must
have been ¢ faked.” In 1916-17, after the
present Government had been in office for a
couple of years, they had a deficit of £253,493.
In 161718, ﬂuy had a deficit of £408, 451.
Although the Government party w as growing
smaller at that time, the deficit was increasing
considerably. In 1918- 19, the present Govern-
ment had a deficit of 5171,988. Then they
had the fictitious surplus—I belicve it was a
fictitious surplus—brought in by Mr. Fihelly,
of £206,833. Then they had a surplus of
£9,830 in 1920-21.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Quote from the
Auditor-General’s report with regard to that
surplus.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am quoting
figures given in the Commonwealth year-book.
I do not believe that the Minister will say
that the figures supplied in that book ave
wrong. He has to admit that they ars cor-
reet.  In 1921-22 the defieit was £188,592, and
T dare say that the then Treasurer saw what
was coming. He said that in casc there was
to be a reduction in wages during his tenure
as Treasurer—it was a good thing for him
to say, as they were going to have such an
enormous deficit—that they would have to
take it out of the wealthy taxpayer. The
Treasurer estimates a deficit this year of
£576.840. Is that a record of which any
Government can he proud ?

GOVERNMERT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

2. J. . C0 ROBERTS: During the
debate, statements have been mnde  with
respect to the question of unemployment. I

think the hon. member for Mitchell said there
was a lot of unemployment, and used the
parrot cry that a lot of men were coming over
from New South Wales berause conditions
were so cxcellent here, but that is not correct.
We know that the unemployed are coming
bere from New South Wales because this
Government are deliberately encouraging
them by first giving them doles and then
ting them to do anything but work.

Mr DBrexNay: Do you say the men of
Quocnsland are loafers?

Ay J. H. C. ROBERTS: I cannot under-
stand why it is that when the hon. member
for Toowoomba is ““doped,” he comes into
the Chamber.  The unemployment which
oxists 1is entirely duc to the bungling of the
present Government, becaure they have taken
out of industries by way of taxation the
morer which should have been employed in
the development of those industries. In 1912,
acrording to reports of trade unioms. the
uncruploved in New South Wales was 5 per
cent., in Vietoria 6.7 per cent., in Quecnsland
4.6 per cent., in South Australia 5.1 per cent..
in Western Australia 5.8 per cent., and in
Tasmania 3.4 per cent. That was before the
Dooley Government got into power in New

My, J. H. C. Roberts.]
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South Wales, and before the present Govern-
ment came into power in Queensland. In
1920, when the Dooley Government was in
power in New South Wales. in the first
quarter of the year, there was 5.5 per cent. of
uncmployment, in the second quarter 5.5 per
cent., in the third quarter 5.2 per cent., and
in  the fourth gquarter 6.9 per cent. The
Dooley Government had been in power for a
short time in 1920. In 1921, we find that the
unemployment in New South Wales in the
first quarter of the year had incresased. as
comparad with the first quarter of 1920, from
5.5 per cont. to 13.7 per cent. In tho seco:d
quarter of 1920 it was 5.5 per cont., and this
increased in the second quarter of 1921, to
138.5 per cent. In the thizd quarter of 1923,
it was 5.2 per cent., and this incressed in
the third quartar of 1921 to 12,3
per ecent.  In the fourth quartes
of 1920 it was 6.9 per cent., and
this increased in the fourth quarter of 1921
to 11.9 per cent. In Quecensland in the
four guarters of 1920 the figures were 10.5
per cent., 13 per ceut., 12.4 per cent.. 16.8 per
cent., and in the four quartevs of 1921 thev
weore inereased to 155 per cent.. 21.8 per
cent., 13.5 per ceut., and 11.3 per cont.

The SECRETARY FOR M1 What are you
quoting from?

Mr. J. . C. ROBERTS: I
from Wnibls’s statistics.

The SEcRETAIRY FOR MINTS :

Mr. J. I €. ROBERTS: The Minister
should net szay it 1s all rot. e is such a
good-temper~d Minister that I do not like
to say anything against him; but the facts
are thers 'he Seeretary for Mines is so
accustomed to looking at departmental
papers, and faking them this way and that,
that when he wces facts he savs that they are
all vot.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Thou.
member is not in order in saving that the
Minister fakes the departmental papers, and
1 ask him to withdraw it

Mr. J. . C. ROBERTS: 1 withdray ths
statement; but I have said it just the sawne.
That is the reason why the Secretary for
Mines says these things arve rot. When fucys
arc put before him he does not recognise
them. In view of the return that huas been
placed before us dealing with the gquestion
of soldicrs’ seftlements by the Secretary
for Public Lands, I would like to quote
from a speoch made by the Premier at Nam-
bour on 12th July, 1816. This is what he
said—

“ Parliament will be asked to endorse
a scheme for permancnt homes and com-
fortable homes for the men that fought
for their country. We mean #o sec that
the conditivns for marketing the pro-
duce of thesc soldiers” farms are the best
possible. The Government will establish
cither State or co-operative agricultural
agencies. for the handling of the produce
and making provision for transport.”
I have yet failed to find where the assur-
ance given by the Premier at that particular
time has cventuated. We were told that he
was going to find a market for the products
from the soldiers’ settlements.
Mr. BrexxaN: So he did.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: What have the
Government done to find a market?

Mr. BRexNAN: They established a State
cannery. That takes all their pineapples.

[Mr. J. H. O. Roberts.

[8 p.m.]

am quoting

That is all rot.
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Premier
taiked about making provision for trans-
port.  What provision did he make for
transport on the lines laid down in his

speesh of 19167
Mr. Brexyan: It is laid down in the Bill
passed by the House this scssion.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. mem-
ber for Toowoomba knows as well as I do
that mest of the soldier scttlers in Queens-
land are at their wits’ end to know how
thev zve woing to earry om.

WIr. BreExNax: Why?

Mr.o J. H. C. ROBERTS: Berauss the laws
of the land have been largely modulated by
men of the stamp of the hon. mermber for
Toowcomba.,  Tvery member of this Floeuse
knows that the returned soldiers on the dif-
ferent scttlements have had to struggle for
their exist'nee mainly because the assur-
ance given by the Tremicr in 1916 in remard
to marketing their preducts and making
provision for transport has not taken place.

he Presaier meant that he would gt cheap
railway freights; but did he give them cheap
ratlway freights?  As a matter of fa-t, he
incrcased the railway freights from 35 per
cent. o 40 per eent. duving the last thiee
vears. The Premier gave a distine: assur-
ance to the returned soldiers that the Govern-
ment he was then leading would <ee that
wverv facility was given to the returned
soldier to find a market for his goods and to
arrance for transport on cheap lines.

Mr. BrExwaN: The Ilepatriation Commit-
toe are responsible for that, It is a Federal

matter.

Mr. J. I C. ROBERTS: It is no use
saving the Repatristion Committer  are
responsible,  The Government are absolutely
responsible.

Mr. Brenvax: What did the leader of the
Nationalist party say? He said that this
Govrrnment did more than any Governiment
in Australia.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The gooner this
Government reslise their responsibility for
it the better for all concerned. Why should
the returned soldier be civen an assurance
of this kind if it is not intended to carry it
ont? The aszricultarists of this State were
recently given an assurance by the Premier
as to what he intended to do for them;
but if he is not going to do more for the
agriculturists than he did for the returned
soldicrs after his promise of 1916, then he
is going to do thundering little in regard
to the carrying out of this great scheme.

Mr. Brexvan: What did you do for the
farmers before vou came here?

Mr. Braxn: He has been working for the
farmers all his life.

Mr., J. . C. ROBERTS: During his
speech, the hon. member for Mitchell talked
about cncouraging secondary  industries.
Every man in this House realises the neces:
sity for building up our secondary industries.
We should not only have our own manu-
facturing centres in Quecensland, but we
should have them in Australia. But when
a member talks about assisting secondary
industries, he must also take into considera-
tion the ability of those secondary industries
to compete with the markets of the world.
T refer the hon. member for Mitchell to a
statement recently made in regard to the
iron and steel works at Newcastle, where
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the Broken Hill Company used to cmiploy
5,000 or 6,000 hands. An endeavour has
becu made to keep those works open. FEvery-
thing possible was done to foster the indus-
but it was discovered that it was
npossible to do so. because the workmen
were not giving their hest work in regard
thereto.

Mr. F
Federal
protection.

Mr. J. H, €. ROBERTS: The hon. mem-
ber for Toowoomba was never a worker in
his life,

3Ir. BRENNAY:
the worker.

Mre J. H. C. ROBERTS: Tt is
due to the fact of Labour

The
the

ww: That is
overnment

not truc,
would not give

You are always delomi

entirely
Governments in

the past and Labour unious of to-day not
upon their members being efiicient
»d to their workmanship.
T\L. Brexxan: No
Me. J. 1T ROBERTS: Yes. It is due

to the lack of efficiency, and it should be the
lirst plank of every Government and the first
tenet of wvery union that the working man
should be efficient. Why is it that one ohcitor
can varn £7.000 a year and another one can
earn, probably, only £5007 Because one man
has efticiency and brains, and the other man
has neither efficiency nor brains.

Mr. BRENNAN : Onc man employs Chinamen
and the other man white men.

. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not going to
say in which category I place the hon. member
for Toowoomba. I leave the hon. member
to decids that. That is the rcason why wo
advocate efficiency, efficicney, efficiency, and
the reason why 5,000 or 6,000 men are out of
cmployment in Newcastle to- day is because
we have not the same efficiency here as in
America or elsewhere.

Mr, CoLLiNs ; You cught to get six months.
‘The SECRETARY FOR MINES interjected.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : The Scerctary for
Mines has just dw])ped into the pldce wher
I wauted him to drop. The report went on
to point out that in Ameuca 2,250 men were
doing the same work in the same day as 5,200
men in Newcastle, Does not that show the
nnpossibility of carrying on industries success-
fully here unless the hon. member for Mitchell
and his friends are prepared to advocate, at
all times, that there shall b~ efficiency among
the people of Australia? Without it we are
never going to get anywhere.

The SeCRETARY FOR MINES : You do not know
anything about it.

Mr., J. 11, C. ROBERTS: What is there
that v do know anything about? All that

the fecretary for Mines knows about agricul-
ture and the other things of which he speaks

could be put in the corner of your eye. Let
me read what the present Secretary for
Agricultvere said in 1912, at page 1281 of

¢ Hansard 7’—

““While I am pleased to note that in

the cducation branch of the cervice a

minimum of £110 has been fixed for

adults, T ragret very much the Government

has not recognised the principls of equal

pay for thal work, and have not given to

the fmndlo public servants a minimum of
£110.”

And then he goes on to say that he hopes the

men and women of Queensland will rize in a

1922—3 7 ’
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body and put the Government out. If those
were the views of the Secretary for Agucu‘ture
when just an «)1(1'1mrv member in 1912, why
bas the position not heen rectified dumng
the seven wyears he has heen Minister? The
hasic wage to-day is £200 for males and £150
for femalos. IHe does not insist on equal pay

for males and females in that respect; and,
in addition. in the automatic increases, there
s a difference between the soxes—thcy still

differentiate thero.

Mr. Pavyxe: What did the previous Govern-
moent do?

M JOHLCL
that the hon.

ROBERTS: I am very glad
member for Mitchell has asked
that question, and I shall have very great
plessure in answoring it. If he takes money
value to-dav and mon \'alu; in 1911, he will
findd rhat after soven vears of Labour rule the
working man, the school teacher, the publie
scrvant, is not one iota bmtor off than before,

The hon. member knows as well as I do that
on the basis of money va luo their salarles ave
ne better than in 1911, and though Ministers
may cry, * Look at what we have done in
increazing snlaries,” as a matter of fact they
have done nothing of the sort. Thev have
simply given to the workers the means to
make up for the jnereased cost of living
brought about by the imposition of taxation

and supertaxation by our friends on the other
i 3

side of th~ House. In 1912, page 1307 of

* Ilansard,” the hon. member for Brisbane

a6 id—
“ T say that the Sceretary for Railways

is to be congratulated for what he has
done in the direction of raising the wages

F the lower paid men in the rajlway ser-
viee, I say, as one who has spent a few
vears in that service, that Quecnsland can
hoast of the most efficient body of railway
men in Aust

—Ile did not say anything about the scheme he

evolved—
“and I think the general running of
the rvailways in this State proves that,
whether from a revenue point of view or
from the point of view of the safety of the
frave ]ung publk (He’u hear!) There
have been very few railway accidents in
Queensland ; and when I read of the
accident in Melbourne the other dav, I
had no hesitation in caying that in Queens-
land. with the regulations of the depart-
ment and fhe s*rl(t way in which they are
carried out by low smotive men, no such
aceident could have happened here.’

T wonder V»Hat the hon. member is going to
sav to the railway men after seven years of
Labour rule. when he realises that they have
had a certain amount of their money deducted.

My, BrexnaxN: Thers
dents,

Mr. J. I1. C. ROBERTS : Was not the acci-
dent at anh" s Creek in the time of this
Administration?

Mr. BRENNAN: No.

Mr. JOH.C ROBERTS Of course, it was;
and there have been one or two runaways as
well. T am not going to argue whether the
Queensland rmlwaw to-day are as safe as in
1912. but I am going to say that the hon.
member for Brisbane, after having in 1912
backed up an, Admlnlﬁtratxon to which he
was opposed, for hav ing done something for
the lower paid men, is going to have some
difficulty in explammg the actions of the
present Government, of which T unders tand he

My, J. H. {. Roberts.]

have been no acei-
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15 a supporter, in reducing their wages. On
that occasion lm went on to say—

I am glad to kuow, as an ex-railway
man, that the Sceretary for Railways ha
been influential enough to open the close
fist of the Treasurer and get a few extra
thousaud pounds for the Railway Depart-
ment.”’

Evidentlv, one may imagine, the Treasurer
at that time was Inclined to be niggardly.
Nothing of the sort. It was merely his duty
to see that Queensland was so financed as to
be able to carry on and show a slight surplus
instexd of a huge deficit from year to year,
congratulate the hon. member for Brishane
upon the stand he took in congratulating the
Govvmment upon increasing the pay of the
lower pa}d servants, and I venture to say
that the hon. member will find it a most
ohjeruonable task to explain the reductions of
the Liabour Government, of which he has been
a supporter for so many years and in whose
behalf he has gone to the people year after
yvear and told them, *If you put us back
we will glve you better wages and Detter
conditions of living.

Mr. RYAN (Cook): The hon. member for
Pittsworth, who has just resumed his
revealed the fact that he is not teo partitula
as to the trathh of any assertion that ke
makes.

Mr, J. H. C. ROBERTS :
by vou is a compliment.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. RYAN: The hon. member has the
reputation of having employed Chinamen
while, at the same time. he was advocath
conscription throughout the Darling Do R
The facts with regard to the Neweastls
workers are that when the employvers used as
an argument iu favonr of lowering wages the
lmpormtmn of large quan of iron and
steal from ovevseas, the workers offered to
meet the emplorers at a round :able confer-
ernce, but the emplovers would not agree
unless the workers were prepared to aceopt
£3 in place of £3 18s.—the ruling rate
in New South Wales, 1 will leave other
speakers, who pald more sttention to the
to reply to any other stal=ments which
made bv the hon. member, ‘r"om He time
he started his matlon T do net think the hon

1
P

To be calied a liar

i
it

o

m(‘rnbm cutertained anyone in the House.

Itx

a remarkable, ell as a very ente
fact, that member who b
fmm the (‘th"l‘ side during this and
ndm\ouwd to dissssociate him-

; s which were dis-
closed in th1s Ho use nunt,“ the early part \)f

3

Jast week, I ask a’w inteiligent person wi
are golng to benelit ‘f)v the actions of cortaiu
gentizmen who appxoucum'\ the Premior?
My, PETRIE:
AMr. RYA I do not charge fthe

Nationalists, But I am wire that those sit-

on the front (‘)nro\ir"m1 benche: would

be the frst to be if. through

cause, the { mvoc]ho

of the Trmsury by h(,]’l(..

Mr. Moreax: We would not we
the ier,

Ay RYAN: Tt is a "m’.‘mmv that,
been for a
bronght to a \Mmmm
was laying a bait fo cz‘c
mm xf have had them in his bag !

had it
s being

nnt

cortain
by tm
cular gentlemen ave fairiy lu“‘A ;
thﬂ Premlm has been playving them

b U\

[Hr. J. H. (. Roberts.
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with a guod line for a long tlmv

T ar are
1

that theso who, on the other side. utter dis-

ners will be mot by the people cuts 'uo in
) ent way to that in which their asser-
tions are met in this House. One th s

b
certain—that the Premier will carn the g'?uti—
tude of the pcop]o outside. It does not matter
where vou go, this is the topic of conversation
right throuK'hout the State.

\lr.‘ LETCHER : And the Premicr dees not
come too well out of it.

dr. RYAN: ile comes out really well,
becanse the two gentlemen have admitted

that they were in his chamber.  Hon, mem-
'S ,poeltn find fault with the Premier
becanse he had a stenographer taking a note
of what happened.
Mr. FLETCHER :

A seeret stenographer.

Mr. RYAN: In the intercsts of the State,
ke did the right thing; it was right that he
should scotch anything in the nature of that
which hapr)er'ea Any member in this House
knows that if he were to go and see the
Premier on any business connceted with his
department a stenographer—and sometimes
the reporters of the newspapers—would be

present.
Mr. FLETCHER: Not socretly.
Mr. RYAN: It is only a right and proper

thing that, on an occasion such as that which
the Premier disclosed here, he should have a
stenographer to record whatover happeuns.

Mr. Moragax: Why did the Premicr hide
the Qttnogra*}}mr away?

Mr. RYAN: I do not know whether he
hid hira away. These gentlemen went there
for certain purposes, and they should protect
themsclves.

My, Brawp: Don’t you know that they
were asked to go there?
Mr. RYAN: That does not matter. The

fact remsins that a stenographer was there
and reported the proesedings.  When the
whole thirg comes out theve will be disclosed
much which will not be too palatable to
hen, members representing both parties on
the other side of the House.

I notice that in the Treasm‘grs Financial
St tement reference is made to the fact
t the comu‘m)tmw of sugar is fast over-
ng the production: and ~prcml reference
made to the fact that a Roval Commission
is to be appointed to inquire into and report
upon certaln facts connected with the sugar
industry and the location of any new muills
that are to be erected. Representing o far
]\V( thern district, I am aware of the fact

hat thut v)qt,}ulL porticn mnst be popu-
mtod: Lmd, knowing that the scil and
climate, from a geographical position, are
suitable for the growing of sugar-cane, I
welecomo the fact that this Royal Commis-
sion is to be appointed. Some time in 1916
the Government appeinted a Commission
semresvhat on similar {ines. The instruction
to that Commission wes to inquire into and
report upon—

(1.} The pc sition of the industrr in Aus.
tralia with regard to the possibility
of over-preduction;

(ii.) The of cetablishing
tional milla; and

(iii.) In the cvent of additional
being recommended, the most
ible localitics for same.

I take it that this Roval Commission wili
be directed on similay lines, It is a remark-
able fact that aboui that time the Com-

addi-

mills
suit-




Jdrh Govermmment-—through its Prime
Minister—decided that no new mills #hould
be erccted in Queensland—which at once
stopped any action that ths Government
intended to take in conpection with the
establishment of new mills.

Mr. CazrervULL: That was in 1833

Mr. RYAN: Exactly: before the Govern-
meat had got a start on the recommend=tions
of this Commission.

Mr. Brawp: Do vou say
building of nul‘*‘.’

The Trrastr llm\ stipulated that shere
should be no new milis.

Mr. BraxD: It did not sfop the building
ot them. (Laughter.) You know you could
not build a sugar-mill in those years.

Hon. W. Forgax Smrti: It was don2 to
{imit production.

Mr. RYAN: The particuls portxon of
the State to which I u»tend to refer is that
l\nown as Bailey Creek and the Daintreec
River, in far Novth Queensland, 25 miles
north of Port Douglas. In the report of
this Commission we read-—

“The lands comprised within the sug-
gested mill arca ave fairly level alluvial
soils hemmod in by the Alexandra and
Thornton ranges, which rise vather
abruptly from the flat lands on the coast
and on either side of Hutchinson and
Coceper Creeks,. thereby veducing the
land available for sugar-cane cultivation
to 5.320 acres—equal to ahout two-thirds
of the proposed mill arex, The greater
portion of this cane land is scrub. The
steeper and mountainous lands are suit-
able for fruit-growing and grazing pur-
poses. The Qx}‘ub gmwrﬁl’" ts of small
growth, "thﬂV lawyer vine. The whole
arca is W watered swith freshwater

T GTIWE

it stopped the

jwl

streams, principally br Hutchinson and
McLean ecresks, which would afford

ample supplies for mill and township
rurposes. The accerssible timber suitable
for tramway con triretion iz limited, but
there is a plentiful supply for fuel and
building purposes.  Some of the land
on the alluvial flets was cleared and cul-
SOIMQ  yrars ago, through
has sizce become overgrown,

¢ SCHED UL

“Cane Lands,

Acres. Acves,
irst-class frecholds and
lands  in  course of
alienation . 2800
First-class vacsnt Crown
lands 1,063
—— 4,860
cond-class r0id
;md lands in  course
of alienation ... 22
Crown lands 249
—_ 460
Total cane lands 5.320

“ Further areas, as under,

canegrowing ave to be found oun the

north  bank of the Daintrre River,
separated by Thovnton Range from ths
Pailey Creck Jands—
Yeres
Frechold: or lands in course of
alienation . .. 1,200
Vacant Crown lind 700
1,900
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o finding of that Commission with 1cga,rd
to this pmt;guun lard is mentioned iy this
way—

Y Question IIT—When  the  time
arrives for still furtbor mill eonstruction,
thie applications submitted to us should
reesive consideration in the following
order, subject to the provisoes to be
found in the suvmmary at the end of
Part IT1. of our report:—

(1) Banyan, Hull, and Tully rivers;

2) Bailey Creek;
(3) Daraji, South  Russell, and
Buabinda ;

{4) Freshwats
(5) Long

Pocket.”

A mill has been established at Babinda.
I believe provision has been made for the
establishment of a mill at Tully River and

South Johnstone. Bailey’s Creek,
[6.20 p.m.] the st*coau on the list, has been

left out in the cold. 1 hope that
tlge new Commission to be appointed will
direct its attention to Bailey’s Creek and the
Dsaintree lands. Until we populate that
particular portion of the State it is certain
that we will never be in the position to be
able to resist aggression. If this is done it

will make for the bencfit of Queensland.
Much has been =aid regarding what the
Government have dovs 1n connection with

the production of cotton. 1 is generally
known that in the final analysis, cotton is a
tropical production, and the far Northern
portion of Quesensland is more tropical than
any of the other portions, In that far
Northern arca the soil is of the best; there is
good serub land right throughout, perhaps
for a distance of 600 to 700 railes north of
the boundary of the sugur districts. The
country is well watered by thirty or forty
ivers or creeks, running across the peninsula
to the esstern and western coasts. I think
there i1s a great opportunity now for the
Goverhmcnt to endeavour to populate tha!
portion of the State by encouraging pcopu,
to go on the land and produse cotton. At
the presont time the cotton expert is visiting
the Cooktown district, and he has reported
that he knows of no district in the State that
will lend itsell to the cultivation of coticn
us well as that I,mrw(ulnr district. Anyone
who hasx made a study of cotton production
knows that it is essential that the winfers
should be dry, and that the r'm' should come
at a eertain period when the plant has
reached a certain stage. There is no doubt
that vound that particulsr portion of the
State the winter is really a drr one and very
seldom does a shower of rain fall in some
of those places. That is why that district
is so cminently suited for cotton-growing.
I hepe that the Government will do some-
thing to encourage settlement in that far
Nortnew portion of the State, and thereby
do something to benefit North Queeznsland.
There are aveas also west of Port Douglas
right through to the back of Mount Molloy,
aio 2y the Diitchell as far as the southern
ion of the Gulf. T hopn that the Depart-
Aont of Agriculture will not overlook the
fast that there is an onporu\mitv to populate
this area under the cotton-production scheme,
Repre mtn\g as I do an area of 98,000 square
i in an electorate which embraces nearly
industry in Queensland, as well as one

every
o¢ two that are not operating in amy other

portion of the Stafe, there are one or two
matters in the Finencial Statement that I

My, Byan.}
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<o to vefer to. I will content myself

would

with referring tww  one or two different
industrics in an  endeavour to show the
(r()\(‘l)"h(‘ﬂf that something should be done

in the far Novth in assisting to populate that
area, Dnl]h tn@ Ay 17C1]()d mamny VOHH”’
men who had left for the front and returned
maimed and wounded—made their
iu Brisbane and other portions of the

State., The voung wmen who did settle tem-
porari in \omhmn Ou(‘cndand are How

drifting to the North again. 1 think T can
claim thar tie true type of prospector, bath
old aund voung men, are to be found in far
North (’uo(“}\la. d. They are, ag a rule, the
true type, b@ use they are men who will do
legitimate prospecting work. I notice that
in the Financial Statement the sum set aside
snal to the swm sef aside last year for

s
pmmcmsm and now that the mcat and
catile industrs ix under a cloud, because of
V’dlll( X'!l 51(#(]\. many \nung men lld\(‘

(attle industry into other
industries. They bave becen travelling about
the State from oune place to another. and ave
now meling their war back into the mining
industry. I would like to sec the vote for
prospecting inercazed, and T hope that the
Minister, from any source whatever, will
endeavour to assist the bona fide prospector
who will ge out into the wilds and endeavour
fo find something for the hetterment of the
State. T have nothum to complain concern-
ing the assistansze given to prospectors up fo
the present time, and I am sure that if the

ted from the

(XO\ (‘li!lﬂ(‘llf \\()U](l ASS1ET Thl‘ men, sy, to
the extent of half wages, any number of men,
instead of going into other industries,

especiaily soasonal industries for wages only,
would accept the temporary assistance fmm
the Government and do something for tho

State  which would be, perhaps, more
beneficial than if they worked in othpr
industric In 1918 ti Government were
chosen by the people to carry on the functions

of government in this State. The Govern-
ment then had a majority of cighteen, and
they carried on rho functionz of governmment
so well that in 1918 ther were lr\furnod with
a two-to-one majoritv. That is to say forty-
eight members represeuting the Government
and twenty-four rembers vopresenting  the
Oppmlt,on or a majority of twenty-four. Iu
1920 the Tory newspapers and hon. members
opposite had stampeded the people into the
belief that the credit of this State was in
joopard}‘. delegation was sent to England
ar the time the Premier was visiting that
country with the resuli thet this Government
wers placed in the jposition of having to
stand with their ks to the wall and show
the peonte of Queensland that Queensland’s
H L not in pardy.  Fowever, the

g g a larvge amount of

their disposal. prevailed upon the
the extent that the majority of

; Wwowaa e ¢t hy ten membe
Mr. How N :  Representing  a 20,000
minarity of the clectors

AN We have shown the. people
he State has not been
State in Australia

12 the o Ev

which has shows that within the last two or
three vears exports have excecded imports.
Other Ststos hsve shown a decrease.  The

hon. member for Pittsworth. and other hon.
members opposite, when referring to unem-

ployment. overlook the fact that Queensland
ind ies are mainly sessonal, and that men
migrate from other States in Australia into

[3r. Ryon.
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(F»Queon]s]and in scarch of employment. The
fact that the Government give a boni fide
report as to the number of unemployed in
the Seate through the State Labour Bureaux
and the Labour Rxchan ¢s, which is not
done in any of the other States, puts CLl ons-
land into an apparently bad hght as far as
unvmplovmcnt is conrerned.  This Govern-
ment have always said that no man, woman,
or child within the State should starve. and
I think that will meet with the approval of
every person in Quecnsland.  While hon.
members  opposite are  condemning  the
Government with regard to uncmploymient,
they keep thelr tongues in their cheek about
the fact ‘that no one need starve, If a man
1s unemployed, and unable to obtain work,

he can gct relief. I trust that the Premier
will ing in an Uremplovment Bill. and
that  instead of giving men relief rations,
they vill endeaveur to find omp‘ov‘ﬂont I
trust that the Government will not do swhat

o1 Opponenis did when they occupled these

at one time. Thev gave the unem:-

zd a couple of days work in the weeik

ol a day. Men were very lucky if

thew could get four work a weck and
carn 14 a week. They were doing work
which was of no benefit o the cominunity.
T am tisficd that when the Government

again appeal to the country they will come

back with a Digger majority th they did
in 1920. I am confident that thex have the
clecter:  behind them., The event: which
hate occurred here within the last week or
{wwo have o0 dismayed our opponents that
thoy &re now trying to put a false con-
d']\vciim‘ on things. in order to gull the-

people into the bellvf that they are tlm party
whick should be over here. One conld not
Lelp Dbut notice the crestfallen appearance
of hon. members opposite since last Tuesday.
They had the #trings pulled and all arrange-

ments made for an olocnon within a fow
woeks.  {Opposition laughter.) But the 6d.
had a string on it, and now our friends
oppoﬂt(‘ have fo sit back and leave it to this

Tlovernment to conduct the election. I am

catisfied thet when the Government go to the
country fhov will come back with a majority,
not merely as big as they had in 1920, but a
much larger one.

Flox. J. ¢, APPREL (4lbert): My political
training  was  founc Od on very different

ideals to those which have come into vogue
came into office. I

sinea the Labour party
have alwavs cndeavourcd to keep politics
mrre and unsullied.

corITION MrMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Hox. J. ¢. APPEL: I may say that I
lcathe and abhoyr the system which has grown
into oxistence, and which was initiated and

suggoested by the Premicr. Does it not, how-
ever, indicate  the ogmddhun to which
this Parliament and hon. members have

fallen. when it can even bn suggested that
s are snsceptible to bribery and cor-
what fell from

~mbe

yuption, and, acecrding to

the Premier, ave qpnarenﬂv prepared  to
coguette with men o are striving to bribe
and  corrupt them? Personallv, I have

tzken up the attitude that I would
absolutelv refuse to asscciate with any mem-
Loer. no matter which side of the House he

wnay be en. who. corrupted by money or for
the sake of office, is preparsd to ast as a

traitor to and betray his party.

Mr. Corrixs: Come over here.



Hox. J. G. ADPPE
view of what has beml
of the Government.

himself a=

Furthemaore,  in
-alrl by the leader
it is his duty.
the leader of a par
the leader of this Houwse. and in view of his
position in regard to the clectors, to cause
a thorengh inguiry to be made -into the
sugy tions which Be awcrts have been made
in connection with the bery and corruption
of meimbers

Ton., W,
that.

Hox. J. G. AVPPEL: It is hiv diry fo
appoing  an independent  comuniszion  or
tribunal  to inquirve thoroughly into  this
matter, and, If any menber has been guilty
of dishonourable practives. fo have such con-
duct exposed, 1 c;mlleugc the I'remier to
take that action.

Hon. W. Forgay S : Your friends will
be very erestiallen when it is all over.

not alone
bur as

Foraay muiti: You do not want

Iox. J. G. APPEL: While I have no
desire to say anything personally dizcourte-

cus to the Premier, I absolutely decline. as a
member of the Country party, to follow that
hon. gentleman should he be requested to act
as leader of any section of our party. (Go-
vernment interruption.) I regard the Premier
as the arch-enemy of the democracy of this
State. Fic has assisted in 1<‘ducm£§ this State
to a condition of disrepute. and he has like-
W brought it into financial disaster.

Mr., Corring: Like you did in 1912

when

you gave us the botons.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. memmber
took very good care to be in the rear at that

time.
Mir, Corrins: I did wor run away.
d::] you run away fto Southpovt?
Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member at
one moment says that I ordered batons. and
then in the : oxt breath says that T retreated
to \oqr‘",mh. It is the invariable practice of

Why

hon, micmbers opposite to talk abou! cor-
ruption, and draw it like a red herring across

Is it not smgulm that, on a Emmer
letter was pmlrm,el or
stracted from the private office of the late

n. member for Teowong?

Mr. Coreins: “ Dear My, Macartney !
Hox. J. G. APPEL: Is it not u fact that
1e receiver of a stolen article is oqudH\ guilty
with the thi=f?

OProsiTIoN anm& hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Vet that private letter
‘was made use of by the party oppoesite. The;
strove to make capital out of it. just as they
are stm‘ ing to make capital cut of this
particular incident.

At B840 pom.,

ir. . AL Coorer. o meraboer of the
Temporary Chairmen,

the path,

i

1
I

L
t
5

Hear,

> pancl of
relieved the Chairman

in the chair.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1t is the duty of the
Premier, if he boné fide believes that such

efforts have besn made, to anpoint an indepen-
dent commission to inquire into the matter, so
that those who arc or have been guilty of

attempting to corrupt hon. members of this
House should be exposed and reczive the

punishment which thex deserve.

Mr. Frerciier: The eavesdropping will be
exposed, too.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
deal with it.

Mr. FrercHER : The court will not deal with
the eavesdropping.

The court will

22 Avcuwr] i~ 837
Itox. J. G, APPEL: The of the
Government of late has ssun muthod
known as  the Bombast Fuaric-un  styvle.

(Opposition laughter)

A Couring: The hon. me
cxpen nt of that,

ilox. J. G.
io the slig hwsm
1o endenveurs g orsonalifies
i to his opponcots to me?lomi the
wl a member

The Pr micr sccuses

ilouse of diveourtrsy fo hima because
that hon. membeyr did nor write xln'w~(‘
hin, buf communicar orl with an officey his

nt ins
of this
ain information,

Ganart
a member

h"! is the position of
sn who desires to obtain
and who, after writing

w courtcous letter o the Premicy, does not
roceive  even  an  acknowledgment of  the
lotter? I, on my part, accuse the Premier of

gross dbcom‘tesv to a momber of this House,
and that is myself. On the 28th JM' 1922,
wrote the following letter to the Premier:—
¢ 28th July, 1922.
“ My Dear Premier.—

“ For the last revision of justices of the
poace I submitted the names of three
electors of the Albert for appointment. I
understand that this is the nummber con-
ceded to each member.

“Two of the eloctors
nated by the Mayvor of Coolangatia, viz,
Thomas Callan Saund-rs. Robert John-
ston. and the third. Abraham Turner, of
Sourhport, by a brother member of the

cmbly.
Being pe
gualifications, I
uappointment,

“ One of the clectors was 1ej
Aldsrman Roebert Johnston.
gatty,  This Uloci'm- had occupied the
position of mavar of his town, and at the
vocent miumic ndl eloction was returped as
aldermen. 1le is a wollknown and reput-
able roan. and bears a high character
i his fellos
2ty comceive that his name was
5T 1 that 1 only need to men-
i vou to have this matter

were nomi-

HAed as to their
them for

v osati
recommend

cted, viz.,
of Ccolan-

overlookod
tiep the matter
etified.
“ Yy ogret to bave to trouble you, but I
will, ¢f course, lieve to advize the elector
if the omis 1 5 appoint was ow ing fo
same rearon of unfitness or otherwise,

“ Believe me

“ Yours faithfully.

“{Sed.) J. Geo. APpEL.”
The SECRETARY FOR AMINES: Don’t
the practice of the dupartment?

vou know

1iox. J. G. APPEL: The practice of the
department is that cvery membm of this
House cah pominate three persons fo be

trates. 1 nominat=d three
el(v’tmq for the poesitions. I wrote a courteous
letter to the Premier, who accused the hon.
member for Bulimba of discourtesy in so far
as that hon. member did not write to him
mv retly. I wrote to the Premier directly, and

o has not even had the courtesy to acknow-
lndge my letter, much less reply *o it. The late
Hon. T. J. Rxxm ways treated me with the
‘ e Comt(\%v which I considered it my duty
to extend to him. The same thing took place
in connection with our present Aaont Geueml
when he acted as 1’1emmr 1t remained for
the present Premier to be guilty of what T

Hon. J. G. Appel.]

app Jmnd as magi
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ot of discour to a ni mber

consider a gr sy
‘\ehodl m T

of this House, who ap xoptme
to say, in as courtcous a manner as it was
possible to do.  The Premier and members

House a*morn‘

<oy N

When the finan of the
by members

sitting on the other side of the
to rosent criticiim,
State are criticised

Opposirion, or when the actions of the Guvcm
ment are criticized, they immediately rajse
the cr *You are decrying your own State.”

They also sav, * You are doiug all you can to
bring your Stat: into disrepute.” T have care-
fully gone inte this maiter, and I propose to
quote my conclusions upon that matter
verbatim, They are as follows: —

“The Premicr and his party
charg-d the Opposition with decrying
their State. Such accusations are un-
founded and unjust, and carry no weight
amongst the pecople, who realise that no
community ever suffered half so much
darnage from knowing its veal condition
as from living in a fool's paradise of
imaginary wealth.  The resourcers of
Queensland are magnificent—its means of
pmqporl.v almost boundless. It is the
biggest State, if account ix taken only of
the land with an average rainfall of 15
m(‘h(‘s per year or mors. Of this sort of
soll it has 491,999 sqr tem, miles, while the
next largest State, Western Australia, has
only 229,452 square miles, which is less
than haif. In fact. Queensland has as
much well-watered country as all the other
States put together. It is compact and
easily rvcached by railroads, whereas
Western Australia has a large proportion
of desert in between its good country. It
is the supr<me sugar and cattle State, and
possesses all the possibilitics of Australia
in the direction of cotton and other tro-
pical produce. It has more Crown land
bringing in rental than anyv other State—
more than the combined States of New
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia,
and Tasmania; and al‘rhourrh it only
10;)1\ sents about 16 per cenf. “of the arca

f the Commonwealth, it owns 40 per cent.
of the forests. Ts is the queen State of
Australia—the land of blessings—there-
fore there is s6 much the greater necessity
for inquiring why the employment of so
great possessions has produced depression,
debt, and difficulty.

“ The financial condition of a country is
an index to the charvacter of its Govern-
ment.”’

QPPOSITION MEMBERS :

Hox. J. ¢. APPEL
clusions which I dresy present condi-
tions and the abwolute necessity ‘itielam,
considering the *'"u\t which has besn handed
to us, in respect of the advancement and
prosperity of a State so richly endowed hi
nature. Hon. members sitfing on the Govern-
ment benches object to cur eriticism in con.
nection with the obtaining of loans flom 1ho
United Statss. It seems only but ]
that thow relf-same members cried oug abhout

have

hear !

Il‘r‘o are the con-

the capitalists and plateer: Tnited

States: the men who drew their wealth
from the stress and foil and the bload of the
men {rom whom thes { if‘
ihe same

. Y ﬂu}j hloss

. wqq’dlnh hoem

e vhich,
:md theiv

‘Z!Un‘ J.05

dnpcd.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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were unable to obrain in Great Britain.
has been pomrcd out, they are cousistent o

in their meons tency.  We have always fo
that the domination of tha

[ERIRIN preseut Ocmmnlm the
Uul:\utv benches comes from the

Trades ¥ fer the executive-has pass eu a
resolution. rvich boen carried out, that
cvery alteration in any Act of administra-

tion and any proposcd legislation shall be
submitte:d to and approved by that organis:
tion before it is carrvied out or submitrad
to this House: and it is just as well that the
clectors of the State sbould know the exact
position, aud that the principal evidence
of that condition of affairs appeared in the
wolumms of that paper whose policy was
suggestively deseribed by the leader of rthe
Nationalist par and which represents the
opinions  and dnings of the Labour
Socialist party.

Me, W, COCPER:
vies

Hox. J. G,

the

The ¢ Producers” Re-

APPEL: T am afraid I am
not acquainted with the paper to which the
hon. member refers, bus, appulentl it s the
paper to which mrmbms on that 51d0 of the
House devote a very considerable amount, of
attention. [ have listened with very consider-
able attention to members on the Govern-
ment benches, and not one have I heard
really commend the Financial Staterent
which we are now dlsoussx ¢ and criticising.
Practically every member “who has spoken
has simply given voice te gome parochial
wants. Not once has an hon. member dealt
with the auticipated deficit of nearly
£600,000. None of them has given any time
to the apparent want of businesslike aptitude
of the Administration who, from year to
vear, have increased their deficits until now
they are apparently absolutely proud of them
and view them as a matter for congratula-
tlon and something which should commend
them to the clectors of the State.

Unemplorment has been referred to during
he debate, and I notice a cartoon which
appearved in the Sydney ¢ Bulletin” of 3rd

Augf'wt which is really very suggestive. I
think it practically ecvers the whole position.
Tt vepresents the intevior of a café, * Queens-

land (lafé, Golden Brisket Always on.”
Waiter Theodore asks, ¢ What can 1 gef
vou, it aud the diner replies, * Employ-
ment,”" and waiter Theodore veplies. “Sorvy;
nt e Fa b 3 +

employment is off,” There is the whole po

trion—emplovment is off. Heve we o find agsin
the position as 1r is seen by others—I am

»

“ Buolletin,

quoting again from the Rydney
this time of 10th Auvgust—

“ Tt was rvevealed at the close of
Banavaland’s last financial year that the
odore Government spent 5174000 in
sud chart doles in 1921 22,
menns nearly £500 a day for a
country with o popnlation of 750.009 souls,
and \\mud ﬂﬁr‘o to give 1115 unem-
w sveady Job at ‘rhg rate of £3 a
Jevear through.,  Under  the
\[(»r‘“dh i\u]s[O‘W régime about £5,000 per
annain used {o suffien for this purpeee.
[Usider Thepham £2.000 or £5.000 was
: But the cadger’s millennium has
since thewn, aud is. apparently,
sfa: lonyg 23 Theodore.”

The vasition speaks for itself. Tt is
not ion alivgether of ﬂ)c nnmber rx?‘

wiern who have heen reih iwced to the
i what the Premisy (‘hoorxuhv
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and playfully calls defistion, but unemploy-
ment “huh axists throughout the length and
breadth of the State, and has been caused

by the present Administration placing an
cxcessive burden of taxation on the tax-
ay the taking of money from those

legitimate trade avenues in which it should
have been invested, whereby trade has been
postricted and men have been cast upon the

labour rmarket, and are, therefore, unable
to obtain that work which they have o right

to receive. Does it not strike you as a very
extraordinary thing that the present Adminis
tr ahon apparently encourage that policy
under which a man has not the right to
work unless he is prepared to be taxed?
Is it not an extraordinary thing that in the
State of Queensland, this democratic State
of Quecnsland, a man is not free to obtain
work till he has paid his dues to a body of
men who never disclose by a balance-sheet
or otherwise how the money extracted from
the unfortunate unemployed is expended?
Is not that an extraordinary thing?

Mr. Corrixs: You know all about the
balance-sheets.
Honx. J. G. APPEL: Where are the

balance-sheets? The hon, member knows that
no balance-sheets ave ever published.
Mr. Couring: That is not correct.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The balanco-sheet
showing how that £2 is spent, which is
extracted from cvery man who desires to get
work on a Government job, is never pub-
lished. We know the position of the hon.
member. He is a very weak joint in the
dog’s tail; he has to do exactly as he is
told; he has no mind of his own, but is there
simply {or the purpose of using certain clap-
teap eoxpressions. To my mind, too much
attention has been paid to the hen. member.
It is an extraordinary fact, with which the
public should be made acquainted, that a
man is refused the vight to work in a Govern-
ment job until he has paid the sum of £2 to
the Australian Workers’” Union.

Mr, Corrixs: That is not truc.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
who states that that Is not true is gu‘1 vof a
torminological inexactitide. Not alone do
the Government insist upon it; but these
wnfortunate men, who are in debi. have to
glve an ovder upon the first wages vwhich they
cary, and that money iz colleeted by the
present Adn*nn%rahmw and handed over to
Hﬂ],: bodv. If is just as well that the electors
¢henld be made acquainted W*{rh the fact that
the un(ou anate toilers are wdruply poll-
d, not by the Govm‘vmon*Anomu 20 Hmt
money would have to be O‘:]’)(“’ld((] legiii-
matels or illegitimately—but by a body of
men who never disclose where thoe funds go.
nids are wsed for the purpere of
no a number of agitators and others and
i to live in luxury.

Every yesr a balance-sheet

We hear Lon. mem-

4
an( HAing the parvet-cry thar #

alhy who are taxed. What is
rms to me that a number of
sitting 1 coposite side
‘T it weslth i comprived in bees of
zns or Pundles of bavk noie which

ofeliv lesked away in the individus?’s
- ('mhn . jll(\“ f24) to realise that
of Queensland s the money which
wdoin s different entrrprises,
s oprimery or soondary; and that, if

122 Aucust.] Sitps
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that wealth is once
encroached upon, the

disturbed, i i+ i3
siiect will be to iimit

employment.  How many  individuals ave
there who may be said to possess wealth
without ewmploeving the funds from which

that wealth is nroduw""
A GO"“R)‘\IE\L MEuBED
PLEL:

Quite a wmunalor,

I have never come

M. Wemr interjected.

Tiox. J. G APPEL: T work more than rhc
merab e is oue of thosoe go-slower
You have only to lock at b lee v .Mf
kind of work he does—work which §s nor for

hon,

the benefit of the State or its people.
n (,O;ll}e(tloll with our State ente

I have pointed out on different occasions that
a State should not conduct business enter-
prises, its function being to administer and
govern, and I have been fortified by the
opinion of the foremost political economists.
However, we arc blessed—or cursed—with
what we know as Statc enterprises. We have
State meat shops——o

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Iox. J. G. APPEL:
shop#.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Ilear. hear!
We have State fish,

bhear!

Hear,

1Tox. J. G. APPEL: We have State cattle
statiocns,

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Fox. J. G. APPEL: Wec have State grog
shops.

GOVERNMENT  MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
{Laughter.)

How. J. G APPEL: We have State

gambling saloons, we have State lawyers, we
}1 ave State sawmills, In fact, we have
evcrvthing  exsept that which we most
require—good, sound, prudent, honest govern-
ment. Tt has heen suggested that a new
bumoh of industry has been initiated—=State
nedical men. {(Laughter.) What do we
Tmu in counection with these State enter-
prises?  Cne of the first effects is that the
campetition  of the State, with all  the’
is driving
The inevitable
the aggregation of larger establish-
10 creation of trusts, monopolies, and
;.. Weo find that prcuously in those
in swhich the State now engages,
were a number of small retailers and
To-dav the.e men have been put
Trusi snd the men whom they
aro walking about in the ranks of
The larger and we lihier
")Pk‘;eb
the cost of the smaller tv ‘ader, who, above
al! othrrs, ild vecsive the pm’fectmn and
wouragement of the ate.  Another evil
in connection with this matter is that we
aye clesing up the avenues whereby men are

onabl by thrift, o improve themscives
until

resonrces of the State at its back,
out of trade the small trader.
result Is,

fhero
traders,
out of
emplosed
the unemplozed.
mt"ibhﬁhvnm\ts are increasing their busi

they reach the pesition of becoming
and adding te the mate r ial pros-

1 and advancement of our State.  Is
rhi- the nolicy whi rould be cnecurazed?
hat is the pol #hich has been

fostored by the
their followers,
the champlons of the smeller
dove embors of the communitr.
They talk of members this side repireient-
ing the wealthivy ind coneerns;  yet,
theis actions and thelr polic thew are
the presperity and scope of the
MOTe Presy CONCOTNS.

fon. . G, Appell

=q hoen

which B

“(*\m,g} z
calthior and
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A: 1 have alveady judicated. by closing theeo
1

snall conce a large number of men are
deprired of the means of obtaining a liveli-
lmm. The whole poliey of the pL;'w('H[

Adudnistration appe to be the creation
of additional departinents and the appoint-
ment of additiosal highly paid ofticers and
;—h.~ appointment ot an army of inspectors

1 ',il,uﬂ who ave sent out to worry and
e t unfortunate seloctors ; and ilv,
e an ds which are now aduchd for the
wpuse of gainiug meney fo be placed in
1 J,ln,‘lal‘\ly ave warvelious. The Govern-
LT are LOW searching the hedges and
ditches for every pence to add to the
funds which they are endeavouring to collect
for the Treasury., It vas brought under my
notice to-day that, in the district which 1
represent. it has been the established custom
for vears foer a police cfficer to come round
it colloet stock returns from the different
vy farmers in that district. This wvear
tLiL offtenr failed to come. The dairymen
awaited his coming, but instead of an officer
coning they received a summons and were
haled to the court and were fined for their
failuve to furnish the refurn. I quite admit
that it was a breach of the law, but for
pars this police officer haid come 10111111 to
collect the returns, No doubt the officer
recelved his instructions not to call for the
veturns, and now the departments are receiv-
ity additional funds for the Treasury in
the way of fines imposed on those unfor-
turate da virymen.,

Hon, W. Forcax Saatu: There was an

official notification sent out which appavently
the electors represented by t,hn hon. member
disregarded.

Ifow. J. G. APPLEL: If the hon. gentle-
maen knew a little more about country life
he would realise that dairemen live at dif-
ferene distances and in different localities.
with an indifferent postal service, and very
scidom have they the thme or the leisure to
read papers and ther fail to see the wuotice,
It ms an unfortunste thing that a Go-
vernment, professing to do so mueh for
the « ien and the prima
uot df\mg go. but in their anxiers a
few shillings for the 'Treasury to uuc*
their huge deficit, arve haling small dairs
men to the court and ﬁning‘ them for the
purpnse of 1'opleni:uhin;§ the Treasury whi
the Government have done so much by the
incfliciency to deplete. It In just as well to

s how matters are regarded by people
out~ide. I have sn excerpt from the © Sydpes
Merning Herald,” of 8th Aungust, dealing
with State enterprises.  If it is not of
intirest to hon. members opposite, T have

not the slightest doubt that 1t will interest
the clectors of Quearsland. who are very
puich concernad and perturbed a¢ the present
state of affairs The eacer Pt states—

“ These State ent"i'pyises have had a
thyaa-fold baneful effect. Ther have lost
an appalling amount of money. The
Queensland Government railwayvs,
although they do not come within the
nsual acceptation of Siate enterprises as
\ustralia  understar u-s thom showed a

deliclt of £1.739.475 on 30th June of last
vear. Again, Qucensland’s State enter
prises have left the door open to place-
hunting, until the country appears to be
overrun with inspectors and officials of
all sorts, There has heen also a tendency
to glxmt'\ one class in the community at
the expense of others. The re

inevitable—a  feeling that to ¢l

[Hon, J. G. Appel.

sult 1s
an up

BEMBLY,) Suypiply.
the mess is an almesi hopeless task.
Dame  Partington, finding the tids

coming up to her doovstep, tried furi-
ouddy, but In vain, to sweep it back.
fhat appears to be the feeling, even if
Libour is cast into oblivion, among those
who mey be saddled with its lwdcy of
disorzanised  finance and  doctrinuire
theories, w 1th(mt regard for actual con-
ditions, which find expression on  ail
hands.”

My, Brexmax: A Tory journal wrote that.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: If Tor

srmbolism of honour and honour

moois A
'nl(* deal-

ing, 1 quite willing to be called a Tory.
A, E: But it is not.

Hiox., J. G. APPEL: In dealing
railways we urge that they should be
rom political control, This matter has been
scussed  and  particularised alveady, and
it Is unnecessary for me to go into full
details. Hon. members in opposition have
always urged, and it is one of the planks
of our platform, that the railways »liould
be removed from political control.

Mr. DBrExNaN: Platform?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes. XNot the hon.
member’s S-cwt. silos. If the railways were
vemoved: from polvt.cal control I have no
hesitation in saying that matiers would
cons1dcrab,y alter for the better and would

ecentually right themselves. If the Commis
smnm for Railways werc in coutrol of the
whole busiuess of that great utility, no member
of the community would complain it it was
ary that there should be an increase
in railway fares and freights so long as that
iterease affected every member of the com-
munity and not, as in the past, when the
primarr producers weire the sole members
who wers singled out aud affected by an
increase in farves and freights, whereas those
who dwelt in the cities and were supposed
to be supporters of the Labour Government
exeape d any inerease in that rvegard. It is
ail very well for the present Government to
try and placate the farmers when they arve at
their last gasp, asd are in the posmon of ¢
ambler ha\mq Ins last throw, It is all ‘/CI‘V
weil for the Government to say, ©* We are
p.mnw:‘. to do this; lct bygones be by-
gones,”” In common with other hon, members
on this side, we desire to know what ave the
facts in conncetion with the grave burdens
that have been imposed on the primary
ducers of the State. Why is it nece
urge upon the part of a Labour Government,
© Lei bygones be brgones”?  Any sanc or

telliment person knows that that simply
means admitting the injustice which has been
done to the primary producers, and now the
(iovernment are attempting to gain their
vetes by means of covtain suggested con-
¢ If the primary producers of the
State prepared to accept the assurances
of the pres mt Government. and they have no
knowledge of the administration or of hon.
mombcr sitting behind the Government, then
our duty fo make them acquamfud with
those matters. But if they ac cept

[8.30 p.m.] that assurance they will receive

that which thev do not expect
ar~d deserve all that they will get. We find
that it is possible to realx»e more accurately
from outside what is going on lnﬂm the

with our
removed

nec

House. The “ Sydney Morning Herald” on
8th August instant, in a leading avticle,
says—

“ Holding on to office figuratively by the-
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skin of its teeth,” judging from appear-
avces, the Government is now out to buy
the producer’s vote. That it is largely a
sham, and a vote-catching business can
¥ be seen. For the man on the land,
working flom daxlight until davk., and
gotting for his labour less in a year thau
some of the more-favoured workers obtain
in a month or two, there is not appavently
much hope while the speilt industrialists,
who the Governmentr vepresents, have a
strangle-beld  upon »connnunity and
upon the producer, weoighed deown with
havessing  restvictions wd  obhigaticus
While, under present conditions, the pro-
due wnnot afford fo emuploy labour, or
can employ only sufficicni labour to keep
theiv businesscs going, thowands of men
are  wandering about the eountry in
search of emplovment, a=d being pa»s“d
on from town to town with ration ovders.
And yet the Government is pretending to
have a decp and 1“tdm0 intevest in th-
man on the land. Tt a hollow sham,
a subterfuge to catch votes, and to keep

in office, and makes one h]gh]\
s iour of the wonderful things the
Premier i going to do for the pro (‘ucor

with an cye to the general election.”

That is how 1t sppears fo those who ave ohf«
the ilous?, and we who are inside th
l ouse know how absolutely correct that view
is.  We hearv the prote\tatlons in the Hou
by Lon. members opposite, and then find that

only lately a no-confidence rmction was
levelled against the Nationalist party in the

Federal Housa of Representatives by the

leador of the Lubour party in these torms——
Mr. BRENNAV:
party.
Tow

Suppoerted by the Countiy

J. G. APPEL: The leader of the

arty said—

h to give notice to move that the
(xO\ criument  be  sever oly  censured for
refery ngar transactious to the
Public Accounts Committee befere dis-
posin the amendments moved by the
memibers for an and Bourke, thereby
del a dweciston ¢ the question of
immediately reducing the price of sugarv.”

What a paredy! On the one

Labour party in the Legislative Assembly of

Queenstund are endeavouring to placate the

i producer by promises which, I

# to say. they never intend to olwerve.

Do not the Labour party here and the Labour

party in the Commonwealth Parliament work

together v There is absohlto co-ordination
between them,  Yet, in a Southern eapital,

e cheap sugar is the cry, the leader of

Labour party there is quite prepared to

penalize the sugar-growers of Quecensland by

reducing the price of sugar. The sugar
industry will enable us to preszerve a white

Aunstralis But when it suits the Labour

aird their supporters in the South who

e cheap sugar, notwithstanding the white

Australia pohov, tho intercsts of the primary

producers in Queensland are to be placed on

one side. Is further comment or criticism
necessary T Therc has been a significant
cilence ou the Treasury benches while I have
given that information, which will go forth
to the electors of the State.

Hon. W. ForRGAN SMITH:
the whole position,

ITox. J. G. APPEL: T have simply quoted

ihe notice of motion given by the leader of
the Labour party in the House of Represen-

1,0

z of

hand, the

You misrepresent

[22 Avcrs:
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tutives,  When there is anything which hon.
nmmbmj ] ))NNL(‘ canmnot refute, they immedi-

ately say.  You are misquoting the matter.
I am nor misquoting. I have simply given
the actual _wnotice or motion glven in the

ntatives by the leader of
.abour part The motion is aimed ab

industry of Queensland, and will
any istance to it. That industry
- the only maeans br which we can maintain

on policy of a white Australia in Northern

Queevsland. 1 leave that matter for the
clectors of the State.
Orrostrioy MevMBERS : Hear, hear!

ox. J. . APPEL: We all know about

that wonderful panmh»et upon {inance and
household cconomy ch was pubu:hed by
the Labour party, ~nd the anthors of which

wore the pm:ent Premier, our present Agent-
General, and the Home Secrstavy.,  They
tmmod the borrowing which had taken place
*The Great T.ean L‘agedy.”

GOVERNMENT Hear,

I want the electors
allowing that the trage
was a et one, and that we had in fifty-
five wears built up a debt of £52,000,000.
there was included in that amount the cost
f uction of the greatest mileage of
¥s which any State posssssed. The
harbour works in Queensland were
out of thst debt, and all the public
If we call
a tragedy, what do we call what has
d since 1914-157 The debt since that
time has beon inereased by £33,000,000, or by
more than ha]f What 1s thmc to show for it?

Wildeat” Qtate enterprises; State stations
which have beer purchased, as has been
nom.\d out bx ths hon., member for Port
( urtis, who ha knowledge of these matters,
at @ guuol price than they were worth,
and \xhich are admitted to-day to be less than
one-half the amount in value that they were
at the time of purchase. The Government
have indulecd in * wildeat” schemes, but they
have no at public works t v they
have no great river worlks s they
have not got hundreds of miles of railways to
show,

Afr. Corning: Yes, thew
Hox, J. G, APPEL:
few miles of railway here and there which
were avrsnged for by the previous Adminis-
tration, If it was a tragedy to P\pPIld that
much

MMEMBERS : hear !
Hox. J. G. APPIEL:
to rvealise that,

g W
bu.lt
buildings in the State as well

that
happe:

have.

You completed a

moner in fifty-five years by creating
at public works, what would vou cuh it
wher the Governiment increasaed the g
ness of the Staic by £33,000,000 in six and
a-half vears?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN indi-
cated that the time allowed the hon. member

under the Standing Orders had expired.

M. FOLEY (Leiehhardt): 1 rise to take

up a different attitude to hon. members
spposite. who, right throughout the debate,
have seen {it, noi only to decry the State,

but also to att

; A >mpt to belittle the Treasurer
i hiz Finar

Statement, and alsc to be-
little the CGovernment. I am going to take
up thu attitude of eongratulating the Trea-
surer upon tho satisfactor Y Tmarctal State-
ment rh,t he has presentsd to this House.
Mr. Vowres: With an estlmated deficit of
over £590,000.
Mr., TOLEY: I consider the TFinancial
Statement is a satisfactory one, despite the
fact that the revenue per head of popula-
tion for ihe last financial year showed a

My, Foley.]
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decrease of £1 1s. &d. per head. Right  cur lnancial Bills for f}m first four vears of
threughout the debate members opposite, the exittence of this Government. In tho

including the lecader of the COpposition and
the leander of the Nationalist hutj', sounght
to avoid the Financial Statement altogether.
They indnlged in a kind of propaganda to
“ Hunsard” and send cut masses of 1"11\-

representation to the people in  diffore
parts of the State. They also have ‘mol
views published in the dallv Press of the
following morning, But 1o attempt has
been made to analyse the Financial State-
ment, The deficit for last {inancial year was
£189,592, and that was mentioned by the
leader of the Opposition and the leader of
the Nationalist p'u’r\. Condemnation has
beon the ovder of the day although, when
the Treasurer presented his Financinl State-
ment last vear he estimated a deficit of
£465.038. \o attempt has heen made in this
debate to give credit to the Government for
the cconomies that have been effected, which
resulted in reducing the deficit from’ nearly
£500,000 down to £188.000. I am going to
show where the Government effected
economies amounting to £235,707. Interest
on the public debt amounting to £13,904 was
saved in one transaction. The Chlef Secre-
tary’s Department showed a saving of
£2,403, and had it not been for the subscrip-
tion of £10,000 to the Suffering Children
Fund, that saving would have read £12403.
The Department of Public Works saved
£15,000, and in the Justice Department there
was a saving of £10,000, There was also a
saving of «019 655 in the Department of
Public Lands, and 2 saving of £45,440 in the
Treasu The Department of Agrwultule
showed a saving of £7,183, while the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction effected economies
to the extent of £8,250,

Mr. EpwarDps: The schools in the country
are neglected.

Mr, FOLEY :

It will be shown that the
schools in the country have not been
neglected when we get the report of the
Secretary for Pubhc Instruction. It is well
known that all Governments have to allow

for wunforeseen expenditure, and, as the
Treasuver has announced, there has been
unforescen expenditure to the extent of

£78,817. That has left a total saving of
£235,757, of which no notice has been taken
by members of the Opposition side. The
Treasurer puts the whole position very con-
cisely when he says, on page 5—
““The vesults of the Government’s en-
deavours are veflected in the reduced
cxpenditure of the various departments,
and had it not been for the cessation of
mmmg activities at Mount Mergan and
in the Clencurry district, and the depres-
sion in the cattle mduﬂtrv it is highly
probable that the increased revenue which
would have been carned by the railwavs
would have enabled us %o balance our
accounts for the year.”
There is the matter put very plainly. }‘ouvl‘
every hon. member om;cmte has avoided that
particular peint. They talk ahoub reckles
expenditure. but ther say nothing about the
cconomics which have heen effected.  We
h no apologics to off v as to
Govnrnvnonr ‘md a deficit la Qf
have no ologies to offer for
this Government since h.cy L
office. I miay mention thet th
financial veer ihat the Gove imu‘m
shown a defieii since thev ousted the Tors
control from the Legislative Council, which
used to practiczlly control and dominate all

[#r. Foley.

why the
vear. )
deficits of
into

L

ve come
1z th

have

first four year: we showed deficits, but in
the two following vears, when we had control
of the Legislative Council and our finances,
we showsd surpluses.  That was the firet time
we were yeally in pawer as a Labour Govern-
ment, wnd we o showed surpluses on each
occasion.  As the Treasurer pointed out, if
it weie not for the falling off in revenue
from *hn cattle and mining industries, we
would Lave balanced our accounts and shown
a surplus for the last financial year. 1
would like to touch on the Federal Treu-
surer’s Statement made on the 20th October,
1821, swhere he quoted an official return show-
ing the (’Ol’npﬂldtl‘i‘ inerease in expenditure
fram vevenue in the different States for the
vear 1821 as compared with the year 1917-18.

He showed that Queensland’s finances arc in
a moest favourable position in comparison with
these of other States. The mmem:cs in expen-
diture for that term work out'as follow :—

Per cent.
New South Wales 60,2
Tasmania 49.9
Victoria 45.4
Queensland .. 415
Western Australia . ... 40.3
South Austr d]La 37.1

So that the point of rockless expendlture is
groundles Quecnsland stands in a more
favourable postition than several of the other
States in so far as she is third last on the list,
and fer sound finance beats New South VVales
Tasmania, and Victoria.

I have been reading lately a work dealing
with the finances of the world, and I find that
the budgets of practic a]ly everv country of the
world, which were presented at the Brussels
financial conferenco about two years ago, show
deficits, except those of the United Kingdom
of Glc vt Britain and Ireland, Peru, India,
and the United States of America. The pro-
portion of expenditurce not met by revenue
ranged from 1 per cent, in the case of the
Argentine to 79 per cent. in the case of Poland.

Figures have heen cited on the other side,
comparing the exponditure of the State when
this Government came into power with the
expenditure at the present time. I think it
worked out at about £6,500,000 in 1912, and at
about £12,500,000 to-day, but when you take
into consideration the fact that money values
have been inflated considerably during the
fast few v s that £1 12, is worth only

: as worth in 1912, you find that an
expendiiure of £12,500,600 1‘0p1‘c~»:ents an
cxpenditure of only £7,600.000 reckoned in
12 mones vals <o that from that aspect
his Governmernt have nothing for which to
'r‘rlﬂfnw One  of the reasons for the
increased  expenditure is this inflation of
ln();}"‘"\' value, and the next is the expansion of
gl ally, which takes place from

ot J(I‘ rany,
and the consequent gradual

1
t

rime to time,

inevease in the cost of adminisiration. 3Men-
fion = by rbo leader of the Opposition
of the surpluzes of pro v1om Governments L.ut

o rmenfion was made of the financial yeay
which this Government have shown surpluses
nor of the deflicits of previous Governments,
The deficirs of anti-Labour States in the Com-
wonwealth wince 1916 amount to well over
£9,000.070. and ca the inception of her
constitution in Queensland there have been
Tl feits and thirty-two surpluses,
1 of those deficits occurred

vmm,uut.o 5. Whilst w» have
o have shown a comparatively

under Tors Ac
Loen in powe




Supply.

:11 deficit when one puts it side by side with
o 1 rcurrved by previous Governments, par-
- when one takes into consideration
he mmpu,athdy better times which pre-
vailed when those Governments were in power.
If tholc is one thing more than anotner of
1 this C(‘vumn(‘nt can boast, 1t is that
s have the most eguitable chtem of taxa-
in Australia: aud I am going to prove
catement as I go along. Our exemption
air and cur graduated system of tax hits
those in receipt of large incomes, who there-
fore are best in a position to pay. Less iIs
extractesd from the small income earners than
in any of the other States, except New South
To give an idea as to how our tax
aifects 7he sniall income carners, I have made
an exiract from the last report of the Commis-
sioner, and T find that 10,000 persons classed
under the head of employces contribute 5.64
per cent. of the total tax, bulking the tax of
individuals and companies; cane fariners,
whom hon. members opposite claim to repre-
sent, contribute .94 per cent.; dairy farmers,
.23 per ¢ent.; mixed farmers, .33 per cent.;
fruit farmers, .07 per cent.; public servants,
numbering 5,098, .93 per cent.; and Common-
wealth <otvant=, .13 per cent.; making a
total of 8.32 per cent.—which i relatively
small. Yet we find hon. members opposite
condemning this Government for cxcessive
taxation of the agrienltural industries,
although the 20,000 to 25.000 farmervs in the
State do not coatribute 3 per cent. of the
tax ecollected.
My, Moorr: Very few have

Me. FOLEY : Whose battles are they fight-
ing when they charge us with imposing exces-
sive taxation and say that when they get on
this side of the House they are going to
reduce it considerably ?

any income.

At 10 p.m.,
The C'HAIR\H" resumed the chair.
Mr. FOLE On whom are they going to

reduce it? The 2,457 pastoralists and pas-
toral companies of the State contribute 36.15
per cent. of the totul taxation. Manufae-
turers, wholesale, and m.anufacturing com-
panies contribute 7.66 per cent. of the taxa-
tion collected. That shows conclusively that
our ta \at'on does not hit those individuals
but hits indi-

who can ill-afford to pay.
viduals such as the pastoralists, whose tax-
abls incomes during the peried we have

hoen in office have inereased from £3,000,000
to approximately £7.000.000. Those are the
peaple from whom we derive this enormous
amount of tax of which hon., members oppo-
site are always lomnlam’ . Despite the
fact that hon. members mome are con-
tinually claiming that this %Tate is geing to
ruin under a Labour Administration, the
Commissioner’s report discloses that in the
1920-21 the number of taxpavers in-

Fo
by 1,610, What ecan be inferred

that? Tt mecens that the State has

yped ander Labcur rule to such an
exteur that 1.610 po paid income tax

who proviously did 1.0f pay 1t

Revertivg to the taxation of other States:
Mmem Quoons!dnd extracts only 8.32 per

r.oaf rhe total *ax from her emp]oye;;,
. fruit, and mixed farmers. What
peosition in the other States
tion of anti-Labour
sitting on the opposite
“that a man in
per week has
£1 17 9d.

. xlu-l 3
b rz.c
the administes
such as those s
when  vou consider
of en inr»omo of £3 10«
162, 8d. in Bonth Australia,

to pay
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in \’w&tm‘ Australiz, and £1 18s, in Tas-
mania, while he pays nothmg in Queensland
Souch Wales? Take an income of
annum, A man in receipt of that

£207 per
income 1n Queensland does not pay any tax.

but in

West

It is the same in New South Wales
Scuth Australia he pag
Australia £2 3s. 4d., d in Tasmania £2
18s. &d. A man in roceipt of £208 a year
pays only 5s. a vear under the taxation laws
of CGueensland.  He does net pay anything

in New Nouth Wales, e pays £1 10s. in
Sourh Austvalia, £2 5s. in Western Australia
£3 10e in Tusmania, and s 6d. in Vie-
toria—vhich ix always held up as an example
to this Chawber. The point I am trying te
make 1s that, whereas we extract our income

tax from those who are best able to pay it,
on the figures I have quoted, the anti-
Labour States extract the bulk of their
taxation from the lower-paid individuals in
their Nrates so that they can lighten the
burden upon the manufacturing companies
and the landlords who are drawing unearned
inerenients. A married man in receipt of £225
per annum in Victoria pays 18s. 9d., Queens-
land nothing, South Ausfralia £1 19s. 9d.,

Western Australia £2 11s. 7d., and Tasmania
£3 10d. If he has three children he pays
no taxation in New South Wales, Queensland,
Western Australia: but in Vlctorla the most
prosperous State, according to hon. members
opposite, he would pay 18s. 9d., in South
Australia 15s. 7d., and Tasmania £2 9s. 7d.
A person in recelpt of £1,000 in Queensland
pays £60, and in Victoria he gets off with
the paliry sum of £18 5s., in Tasmania £31,
South Australia £39, Western Australia £35
per annum. The fgures I have quoted show
that these in receipt of £1,000 per annum
and upwards in the States gcvexned by antl-
Labour forces get off practically “ scot free’

and the burdens are imposed on the <ma]1er
inceme-carners of those States. Hon. mem-
hers opposite have stated that if taxation
upont  the  higher incomes was reduced
industry would vevive and unemployment
would be relieved. I weuld point out that
the kﬂ}ilf.l)\t in Victoria, Western Australia,
and other enti-Labour States, pay cot sider-

able less in income tax than is paid in
Queensland, vet we find the unemployment
problem is just as severe in those States.

Buppose income taxation was reduced 10 per
cent. and 20 per cent. for those receiving the
i incemes.  How  far would that oo
wards revival of industry and the employ-

ment of workers? How wiuch raw matevial

1d ] rel 1 1 dealt wit} that tn
coulc purchazed and dealt with, so at tne
finished article (‘oula bo produc: 2d? The argu-

me:n mingd nxdwmous The only
thing is going to revive industry in
Queensland and ofher States is not reduced
taxstion, not reduced wages, and not increased
hours, bur organisation to procure markets
and to bring fair and stable prices for our
products. A cattle man, talking o me recently
on the wagoes qlmn':o,.. ajd, in answer fo my
muurmn as to hiow the wducﬂoa wag going to
i ‘It i« no benefit to me. W hab
Folev. is hich values, nGt low
The fact that his omplm( s’ wages
roduead 108 or 128, a week did not
‘Y ot siderable cxtent. The
ro  other industries

my

ia
1o
which

2001

cem ine
lemand fov goms,
‘1*~rr - Cith o

the
iittle
i do more for the

Foley.]
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gem  indosi 1 S doing
present time.  The Premier iz far
enough to recoguise that organization is the
niost important factor in conneetion with the
vival of our indu-trics. He placed a
sehiome  before hon. membars on this side
which was unanimou-ly adopted. svith the
result thag ﬂu Primary I‘Loducm Organisa-
tion Bill was introduced into this Clnmoel to
enable phmun pmduu}r to organisc to obtain
v stable price for the artieles they produce.
The hon. member for Murilla stated that if
emp] vees were worked forty-eight hours a
week in preference to the hours worked ar
the presend tine, it would go a good deal
towards nnabhnn this State to compcb with
other States in the Commonwen \tn I would
like to quote what v, Stirling Taylor.
Director of the Durcau of Commerce and
Industry, has to say. This man has to be
conversuant with conditions existing in prac-
tically every country in the world .o that
he can give advice to oversea inquirics as to
the conditions of Australia when compared
with other countries of the world. He states—

“The people of no other countvy arc
as lightly taxed or 1)01mltted to enjoy o
farge a proportion of the fruits of theiv

industry.”

That particularly applies to Quecnsland. as
I have pointed cut in the figures quoted wirh
regard to other States—

“ Tt is true that labour costs in the
Commonwealth have increased somewhat
during the war; but labour costs in
other  countries  increased at o fuy
greater rate comparatively,  The Aus-

tralian worker is more pmﬁmbh\ to the
emplover than the workers of any other
part of the world.”

that the wealth of
taced o remavkable
¢ factors door in Aus-
the menufacturcr in
cxpensive rares which
‘.,ho are obliged to
requuirertents in some cuases
half vound the globe, have to hoar, v
Stirling Twlol’ remy with regard to 1
wiate: r\n\;: at the factory doov pariic
lavly ies to uecnsland, if it applies
ny port of Australia. Ax 1 have pointid
out, taxation and ratos of wages in Q
4 are not crippling industries, which
be scon 3f one rveiers to the 1‘eturn:~. whiod
show L‘\dt Quernsland last yvear was the oniy
Brate = '1‘(h inerensed her exports
by £Ti2 T62—compaved with a decrease of
£2.029.000 ln \mtmb Australin, a decvease

Ife winds up by =
raw  materi
abundance almost
tralia. and this onul
Ausiralia to avoid t
extertal compehror,,
tran-port their

of - £8.200.00 u Victoria, a decrcase of
£2,700.000 in .,mn‘l Australia, and a decrease
of £2400,000 in New South Wales,  That

+ the lie to the Opposition when they

that taxation it crippling industry in
sland. 1 have also taken this clipping.
M. Stivling Taylor vees in his opl}
oversen  inguirics. An_ evidence  of
ensed prosperity in Australia is shown by
the bills. cheques, ete., passed through the
Australian clearing house from 1914 to 1927,
Tn Brisbane £84.925.000 passed through the
and In 1520. despite
hon. members onposite claing
are sending the State to ruin, we
that the amount has increased in
5 It is ouly natural that the
capitalists should saueal and howl and wy to
get their taxation removed,

Mre, J. Joxes:
[dr. Foley.

b~aring house in 1914;
the fact that
rhat we

rww]

What about the small man?

Suppiy.

FOLEY: The
witecred., Were our capi
anv other Buropean counts

aill man is et
sts in Fngland. or
¥, thev wounld he

much o off than ther arve in Quecnsland
; .
to-day Jhlb quotatlon is taken from last

s ¢ Sun’

¢ Owing to the pressure o‘
rates and taxes, the Duke of Richmond
and  Gordon  has anwvounsod  that he
intends to sell the entire famous Huutley
cxtate, comprising 60,000 weres in Aber-
decnshire,  The Duke says that from his
property. in many cases, all that con
to him out of a pound rental is two shil-
ings, with which he must meet 1he cost
of unkc. p and build new houses

Sunday’s

incressed

Weo have not arrived at thisz position in Aus-
T J]Id to-d= and hon. memb re opposite,
who are oontinuzﬂ v fighting on behalf of thi
class in Australia, should thank their lucl
stavs that they are not trying to fight thel
battle in the House of Commons.

Another thing which has becn stressed to-
night ix our excessive borrowing. 1 wounld
refer hon. membors to the Premicr’s remarks
on page 9 of the Financial Statement—

“ The Loan Kxpenditare during the year
totalled £2,599,573 as agaiust B4, 251,248
for the vear 1920-1921—a decrease of
£1.651,675.7

ITon. members opposite ave continually vefer-
ring to the fact that we are becoming more
extravagant in the expenditure of loaun
woneys, showing that they have cither not

read the Financial Statement. or desire to
n*\»r\‘pu\acw the matter to the people by
malking the 1ufcrenr’0\ which they have made.
Surolj hon. members oppozite do not V\Ibh
to convey tho inference that the Labour Go-
vernment should not borrow money! I have
not heard either of the leaders of the oppo-
site partics mention any specific case wheve
loan wmoneys have bf\cn nsed extravagattly or

improper T will cite a fow jnstapces and
sre if members opposite chject to them.
ilave members opposite objected to loan

moneys heing cxpended on the North Coast
& They have no objection to that.

H ev objeet to loan money being spent
Em Bowen Coalficlds Railwaxr and the Bowe
Coalmine? We have good asenis there, .md
thore 1s a mom'ct of a big tra in the ncar
’m. wn. and a consequential rvelief of the
Nerthern Railway., There arve the Styx River
and Bur:zcrt schimes, T have not héard any
member shew the courage to stand and

d
condemn the Governmnent or the Premivy for
launching out in that big Burneti schewe,

which means the settle “ment of 5,000 or 6.000

wattlors,

M. Moore: Do you thizk the Goveramens
cught to be condemned for doing thak?

Ae. FOLEY: The hon. gentleman has
ufrm\ falsen dﬂp.lmtm . from the local

anthoriris: to the Plf’l\Ul(‘l‘ for loan moneys
iL),ﬂ time to time. 'Thev have asked the
T ssurer for sums rangl from £4,000 to

£1.00. Do hon. memb opposite say that
mouey hos been extravagartly used?

It has to be retarned to the
returned to the

Iv. MOORE:
Ciovernment. It is ali
Government,

Mr. FOLEY: But s include it
i1 the amount the Goverrwient is spending.
Those sums all help to increase the amount

¢ loan money spent sincy we have been in
office.  You do not deduci those amounts.
Practically every item izcluded in the loan
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\ .
account esn bhe accounted for. Therefcre,

we have got splendid assets which in time
will  become 101)10xluctne and pay their
way. Notwithstarding the fact that the

Promier the other night, when he read out
verbatim reports of two interviews he had
with the dictators of the Country party—
(Oppesition  laughter)j—the Premier mnever
went out of his way to make a specific
charge ngainsg racmbers on the Opposition
Bbenehes,  But we find that every member
opposite who has deale with this rubject
hx- et out to exeuwse himsclf. What s the
yeason for thal? Ts it beeause they have a
guilty comscience and becauwse ther know
what wa= taking place? I want to read a
q'}o?a‘mn from the ¢ Producers’ Review,”
it shows that the coditor of that paper
knew what was coming. At any vais, he
knew what was taking place behind the
seones, becense we find the following in an
avticle  headed ¢ Principles or Opportun:
i, on page 9 of the issue of that journal
for Ma_\,, 1920—
¢ Bir interc
and thoughtlesiness
tion. Lave cuptured
novement,  We

backed by selfishness
within the ovganisa-
the Countrs party
are sorry, but it would
e mere cowardice to deny it or to
deeoive ourselves deliberately.  And now
comes the moment when the man on the
land must make hiz decision. Are you
going to stand for honest politicy or are
vou going to herd like sheep going to
the slaughter in an organisation which
i 15(‘1(‘-*‘7 to vou, no matter how much
it may pretend.”’

That shows that there was something moving
behind the scenes in connection with the
Country party organization which would be
given effect to at no distant date. The
Opposition have made many attempts fo
oust this Government from power. We know
that the Attorney-General some years ago
outlined the scheme which had been put
forward by the cmployers for the specific
purpose -of ousting the Government from
office.  Then we had the famous delegati on
to Lngland The editor of the ¢ Producers

Review”’ pointed out that the big intevests
hehind the Country party tried to prevent

the Government from getting loan mencr,
and were guilty of ha m%trmgnm the Premier,
to prevent him from carrying on. A little

later there was the do]og(.tlon to London, of
which T think the hon. member for Toowong
crows a good deal. I think Mr, Fihelly
acensed himm once of painting the minates
A dittle leter we find things (lme!opm”
somewhat further. On 24th January, 1921,
the Employers’ Federation met in Brisbane
foe the purpose of establishing a fund for
the following objects—
¢ /T) Testing the
proclamation,

the Fe

legality of any Act.
regulation, or Order of
deral or Quecnsland Parliament,

or of ans rule, or br-law of anv cnr-
poration, in  either case of common
application.”

The second object was
v ““Supporting, assisting, or rvendering
aid to candidates, or intending candi-
datss, in parliamentary, municipal, and
other elections.”

And ‘rlm fifth was very broad—

“Any work in the common intervest

of emplovers directly or indirectly con-
nected with the above.

When you take the evidence that has come

Aveu
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hefare the ])COp]C of Queensland in the_ con-
versations with the Premier of the two dicta-
tors of the Country party and the bribery
charge
The CHATRMAN :
Mr. FOLEY :

Order !
I was just referring to that
i passing. I do not wish to deal with the
matter in any way or attack the two men who
are before the court. Now. I want to review
<ome of the criticism which has fallen from
members opposite of this party and their
cbjective. I do not clalm that in the time
at my disposal I shall be able to do justice
to it. 02 no occaclon do they mention what
cur ohj They term it communism,
practically not knowing and not wishing o
know \\hat it is. I am going to read out
the main objuctive of the Labour not
the imunediate objective—and ask n?ombcr
what is wrong with it. We all recognise on
tln\ side that the time is not ripe, that society
has not evolved to that stage where Par-
lament can by legislative act socialise
industry—we have sufficient common sense on
this side to recognise that fact—and so we
have an immediate objective as well as the
main objective, which I shall give. The first
rlanl 1s—
“ The socialisation of mdmhy produc-
tion, distribution, and exchange.”

Angl in case there should be any m,sreprecon-
tation as to the methods bv which that Is to be
Cbtair od they are spccifically laid down
T 'Th(\, consitutional utlhﬁatlon of
mdu:rvla,l and parliamentary machinery ;
“{h) The ors:anbatlon of workers dlong
the lines of industry.’

What is wrong with that? Are not the
cmplovers organised along the lines of
industry ?  Unionism has evolved from craft
unionism until to-day we have the embyro
of the One Big TUnion along the lines of
industry.

Mr. G. P. Baryts: What do you think of
that?
My, FOLEY : T think it is the right line
for the workers to take. The next method is—

{#) The socialisation of banking.”

What is wrong with that? What is wrong
with th> Commonwealth Bank? There 13
nothing wrong with that. If such circum-
stajtees arvise that the Government see the
necessity to take control of banking it will
be a sreat power in the hands of working-
class  Governments. Let us go a little
furth-r—

“A(d) The municipalisaticn of such ser-
viess as can be best operated in a limited
area,”

We find that cur muniecipal authorities are
manicipalising many  serviers in  different
s of the State T)das What is wrong
th extending that if it is going to be in
the interc of the people? That will come
without any legislative effort on the part of
the nment. The evolution of soeciuty
compulsory. Then there is—

“ Government of nationalised industrics

hy board
indus
repr
are i3 a‘wolme]v nothing wrong witn that
iciilar claure—that the workers should be
resented in our State cnter-
in ocur railways, and be

gn en a chance of becom’rg edu-
d in administration and management so
hat at a future date, if occasion requires,

Mr. Foley.]

upon which the workers in the
and the community shall have

110.23 p.n

>
B
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ther can run those industries in
of the communit The next ciause is—

“ Establishinent of an the
supreme, economic council the
rpationalised industries.”’

What iz wreng with an economic council?

Mr. VowLes : Sovietisn.

Ay, FOLTY : There i+ no Sovietism about
it.  We have, af the present time, cconomic
appeinted for the various Industries
throughout the State. When something big is
necessary regardi some industry, they do
not come to members of Parliament. who are
not experts in the various indusiries, to sit
on the cconomic council; they appoing
experts, who advise the financial magnates
as to what are the best methods of adopt.
We find that going on in Europe, in the
financial arena—experts visiting Europe with
Lloyd George and the other delegates, so that
expert opinion can be used to guide the
leaders as to what is the best method to adopt
to bring about stabilisation. That is what
an economic council means, Hon. members
opposite will note that society has evolved
through various stages. We have had the
tribal system of communizm away back in the
ages—so our historians inform us. We
developed through chattel slavery to a state
of sorfdom. It is only recently that Italy
has evolved from the feudal stage. The Prime
Minister in that country agreed to the over-
throw of the feudal barons by the serfs or
peasants and legalised it in the Parliament of
Ttaly quite recently. We have evolved in
England, America, and most of the other
countries of the world to the capitalistic stage.
So we will go on evolving, even though anti-
Labour parties are in power in Queensiand,
in Australia, or any other part of the world.
I would like to point to the progress that
has taken place in the ideas of men. In
Sweden, PBranting, the wellknown Social
Democrat, has quite peaccably becoine Prime
Minister. In  Czecho-Slovakia, Presidens
A is a Social Demoecrat. The Prime
ter and Minister for Foreign Affairs
are Social Democrats. In Belginm the Social
Democrats are the most powerful M
in the Cabinet. In Italy no Ministry is pei-
maneni that does not reconcile its views with
the 156 Socialist Deputics. In  Krance,
although handicapped by improper apbor-
Honment of votes in the constituencies, the
Sccial Democrats ave strongly represented.
In Germany the struggle will eventually lie
between the Social Democrats and the
reactionaries, steh as wo have sitting on the
ide of the Flouse. In England, Labour
is g ¢ ground, and it is predicted that in
the very near future Labour will be in power.
In Australia, Labour has been in power
despita the fact that they have had powerful
influcnces up against them. They are in
power in Queensland to-day; and in the very
near future I hope they will be in power
in the Federal sphere, and will carry on the
good work which they have been doing.

In the brief time at my disposal I will
quote an article which I have clipped from
one of the papers, to point out some of the
things that might happen if the workers of
this State and the other States ever developed
to such a degree that they would insist that a
Labour Government shall remain in power
and Labour’s ultimate and inevitable object
ha achieved—

“ 1. First of all it would mean that the
wages of the workers would be pro-

[Mr. Foley.
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grossively inereased uutil they received,
as nearly as pousible, the full products of
their toil.

2. It would reduce the cost of living
for every one. The trust: being publicly
owned and operated at cost and without
prefit the cost of the mnecessities of life
would be reduced.

3. Exploitation—or the power of one
man or set of men to live off the product
of another man or set of men—would be
at an end.

“4. No one heing able to live off the
labour of another, all would be compelled
to work—to render some useful service.
All who are able to work and refused to
do so, if there should be such under
socialism, would receive what they pro-
duce—nothing if they produce nothing.
The Bible says, * If a man will not work,
neither shall he eat.’

** 5. There would be no unemployment—
no hungry, weary, hopeless, disheartened
men tramping the city streets and
country roads begging for work and
unable to find it. The State, controlling
all natural resources and public utilities,
would find work for all.

‘6. Every young man and woman
being able to earn a living, marriage
would be promoted, the home will be
saved, and prostifution and vice will be
robbed of their vietims

“ 7. Every adult receiving the full pro-
duct of their toil there would be no need
of child labour, which forthwith would
cease,

“8. The fear of want and poverty
would be removed; all children would be
given an equal opportunity for an educa-
tion, and the aged and disabled would be
pensioned and protected.

9. The workers recciving their full
and just due, strikes and lockouts would
end.  IHenceforth industrial peace would
prevail.

“10. Socialism would establish inter-
national peace upon the carth. There
would be no need to fight for foreign
markets. The cconomic reason for wars
would be removed.

“ And finally many of the most devoted
believers in the golden rule, the brother-
hood of man and the spiritual ideals of
religion, have discovered that in socialism
is the programme by which their hopes
may be realised.—‘ The New Dav.””

I am not claiming that this Governmont
think that the socialistic system can be pub
mnto operation by legislative measures to-day
or to-morrow, as is inferred hy hon. members
opposite. If we do evolve to such a state of
affairs—Y do not think it will be in my time..
but I hope that it will—the fallacious idea
that a person who has a few pounds at the
hank, or who has got a small home or a small
store in the community, or a small manu-
facturing concern, will lose what he has

struggled to save. That idea has
heen  put  forward by hon. members
opposite.  That idea is not behind the
mind of any s=ocialist in any part of the
world. No socialist ever advocated such a
thing. 1t was never advocated that one

g
individual should be turned out of a home
in order that ancther could go inte it. I
have pointed that out in order to eliminate
a few misconceptions that are being con-
tinually poured into the ears of the people
with the idea of conveying tho impression
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that this
power

Government, wheun thev get into
gain, will bring i a communistic
state, and that we will have bloodshed and
slaughter right throughout the land. That is
i false idea, and hou. “memb s opposite know
that. The socialistic tiger stunt has been
prerched ever since the birth of the Labour
rmovenient, and it along the line the
same argument has besn v by bhon. mem
oppesite; but In spite of that the
Libour party are in power in Queensiand
and will prevail in the future. What can
be done by nationalisation c¢an be observed
from the good work being done by ocur
State ov unationalised butcher shops.  An
ariicle appeared in the “ SBun- last Sundas,
showing the profits that were being made
by private butehers, and yet those butchers
had the audacity to ask the Commissioner
of Prices to allow them to increase their
prices. I -want to peint out what ha«
been done for the people of Qnoen:“. nd in
co!.noctmn with the ostablishmeng of State
butcher shops. 1 have a lst of the prices
ruling for 1920, 1921, and 1922, which I

obtained from Commissioner of Prices.

bers

and they show a gradual reduction. The
price for prime rib roast in 1920 was 8d. a
I1b.. whereas in 1922 it had fallen to 4d. a Ib.
Mr. MoreAN: Where?
Mr. FOLEY: In the nationalised shops.

*h hon. members opposite have tried to
infer would mean the raination of public
spirjit and public conscience. Thase pirices
have been reduced notwiths amhnq the fact
that the shops have competed on the same
terms as the private sbops.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :

Mr., FOLEY We
Buichering Company.

Ar. Moreaw:
State shops.

31y, FOLEY : No. They attempted to cut
the prices so that they could cui the State
shops out, What is thr‘ result? The 8
Lutchor shops cut their prices, and p
ealiv cut the other fellow out.
’pf) iticu to-daw, despite the fact
competing on the
usticns. We our cattle in the
market. slaughtering them at our own
nehter-vards, and l:ot‘niling the meat over
he counter, at 1id. a lb. less than private
yutchers ch . The =ame thmg applies to
‘fwnll;' all cattle which are sold in the
hu cher shops. I have qur)rod prime rib
We find that rL.mp stealk, which was Is.

That is not so.

have the Western

Selling cheaper than the

cti-
That is ’th~
that we ars
ame terms as private insti-

arce buving

I, in 1920, iv now cduced at the Stafe
sutcher shops to 44d. a Ib., and it 1s 8d.
1L, &b the privare institutions.  Yet, not-

vithstanding that. the private butchers have
had the audacity to corme along to the Com-
missiongr of Prices and ask him to give thein

further incroase. 1 may mention that the
(r)vn'n seioner of Prices has outlived wn
extensive list of articles he has dealt with,
although he has not been s:xncm;ﬁll in reduc-
ing the price of every commodity that is sold
ihroughout the Stat ing to the various
ceonomic laws over which ho has not control.
But since he has heen appoirted Commis-

sioner of Prices he has dore good work,
having reduew! a list of about fortv-five
articles, which in 1

,s. Ad in 1921, an
yurchased for £1 s, &4,
The (“,ﬂlmin indicated tha

alowed the hon. member undes

Orders had expired.
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he House reswmed.
The CHAIRMAN reported progrcss.

The resamption of t Committee wa
made un Order of the Day for to-morrow,
APPLICATIONS TO VOTE BY PROXY.

DLCLARATION BY MR. SPEAKER.
The SPEAKER : I have to announce that,
lant to the requirements of the Le@xxla-
Assombly Act Amor\hnont Act of 1922 I
am satisfied that the matters
the notifications received by me

I’\(
Geelave that 1
stated in
this dav from the Hon. W. Xlc (Olnld'l\, Hon.

v

W, N Gillies, and Mr., J. 7. Gilday are

oure adjourned at 10.45 p.m.





