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'.776 Questions. [ASSE:.\IBLY.] Quec;tion '· 

FRIDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1922. 

The Sl~EAI..:ER (1-Ion. \\V. Bertranl, Jiarrc) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.n1. 

Q'CESTI0::\:3, 
Pmc·" oF '\IE.H FIXED FOR BowEx AXD 

l)nosr:RPIXE. 

l\Ir. ::i\YAY::\E (Jiimni) asked the Pre
miel'-

'· \rlwt \YCre tLL' prices for bntcher~s 
nH·at prodaiuu_~d at 130\Yl'll u.ud Pro.ser
}Jinc. l'C:-3pectiYely, b:y the Price Fixing 
Comrnis~ioncr npon the date that the 
Srutc butcher's shop at l\lackay \Vas 

opened?'' 
Tlll' l' HEl\IIER (Hou. E. G. Theodore, 

Chillu;r';t 1 replied-
•· Bowcn--Becf, 31d. to Is. per lb.; 

muttou, 6J. to 10ct per lb. 
" Pro;erpine-Deef, 3d. to 1s. per lb. ; 

munou, 4d. to 10d. per lh" 

lxQURJES in 1'· :'>lAXCFACTUlE OF MAIZE 
l'RODCCl>:. 

Mr. ED\YAHDS (.\'uncwgo) asked the 
Sectl'tary for Agriculture aud Stoek-

.. \\'ill he haYo inquiries made by his 
department relatiYc to the manufacture 
of mai,c producto. \Yith the object of 
helping towards the establishment of 
tnaiLe product~ factoriu~ in Queensland, 
thn:S cusuri11g a betree return to the 
gro' ·er~?" 

The ::iECRETARY l•'OR AGIUCULTURE 
A:'\D ::iTUCK (Hon. \\'. :\. Gillics, Bacharn) 
replied-

•· Inquiries haYe already been made 
into tl1is .rnath~r. and the Director of the 
Pti1nary Proclucr:rs~ Orgr1nisation, I\t.Ir. 
i\lacgregor, has been requested to make 
further Inquiry in Yictoria vd1ilo en route 
to tinct'n !nnd." 

CTTL!SA'II0:-1 OF L'I !CKLY-PEAR. 

J\lr. El!\L\HDS asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and f::;tock- , • 

" 1. 1Ia bis attention beeu dra\Yll to 
an article in the ' DailY ;\bil' of 19th 
July. 1922, dealing \Yith the various 
mt<thucL~ adopted in rrcxas. U.S.A., of 
h·L·di11'--' prickly-pe~r to sto~k, iuchiding 
f.ing(·i11g of tho year 1rith a portable 

torch aud using 11car in con-
1'-ith cottou se~"d 1neal? 

.. 2. In v' cw of the seriousmss of the 
ptic~.Jy-puu· quest-ion and t:,he probable 
exten:3iYe cultiYation of cotton in Queens
lon.J. - ill he have full inquiries made 
1lEO -:-hc·30 nudtC'J's :n 

The SECEETAUY FOR AGHICULT'CRE 
A:\D STOCK replied-

'· 1. Yes. 
'' 2 . .Full experiments. including the 

u~e of ga8oleue torche~ for singeing pear. 
ha n; "lrc'ady been conducted by the 
Departmellt of Ap-riculture and Stock on 
the fe_din_g of prickly-pear to stock, and 
full particulars are contained in the 
bulletin for stocko,vners issued by the 
department in 1918." 

<(JO)!)!OXWEALTH ASSISTAXCE TO FARMERS IN 
\YESTERX Ac:srRALIA IN Dc:rLDING \VHEAT 
SILOS. 

Mr. EDWAUDS asked the Secretary for 
Agricnl•ure and Stock-

• '·\Vi!! he have inquiries made as to 

the financial a-ssistance r _mdered to 
farmers by the Cmn1nornvealth Govern
meHt in the building of wheat ~iloR in 
\Yest0rn Austi·alia. \\·ith the ob;ect of 
F2curing. if pos~ihle, sin1ilar as~i::;tance 
in tho building of ,ilos in Queensland 
for the storage of 111aize ?:' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE 
A::\ll STOCK replied-

,, Yes." 

ARSEXIC PRODH'ED AT STATE AHSEXIC iVfr:-<E. 

Mr. EUWARDS asked the. Secretary for 
Minec-

" 1. Is sufficient arsenic now being 
produced at tJ1e State Ars,?nic Mine to 
rnect the rcauiremont·' for the destruc
tion of pricldy-pear? 

"2. What is the price now charged 
for arsenic required for such purpose?" 

The SECRE'J'ARY FOR j',li~E::; (Hon. 
A .• J. Jone', l'adriin(tlon) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. £10 per ton, railage paid tc the 

nearest raihvay station in the State." 

REMARKS OF MR. J. S. COLLEGS RELATIVE TO 
ARBITRATIO;« COcRT. 

Mr. VO\YLES (Dalby) asked the Premier-
" 1. Has his attention be-n drawn tCI 

the following remarks of Mr. J S. 
C'o!lings, State Organist>r of the Queens
land Branch of the Australian Labour 
part;;, relative to the Arbitration Court, 
published in the ' Standard' of 20th 
May, 1922:-

He felt qEite sure that some day the 
workers \YOilld realise the absurdit v of 
goin:j', at great expenditure of tlme, 
encrg:c. 'ncl money to a man like 
them''eiYcs called a judge, dressed up 
in a horse-hair wig and gown, in 
recript of £30 or £4.0 a week, placing 
before him the most intimate details 
as to what theY an cl the'r families 
needed to Rat and \' Olll', in order that 
this indiYidual, whose weekly ciga-r and 
chan1pagno account probably oxc~eded 
the basic wago, should decide wheth~r 
12,. 6d. or 15e. 1wr da:· wa•·, a fa1r 
thi>1g for those to li,-e upon who pro
duce· all \vealth, including the ciga~s 
and champagne aud the horsc-h.ur 
IVi~·s "? 

"2. Can this be taken a:3 an oflicial 
statement of the Labour party's opinion 
of indw~:+-ria-1 arbitration as now operr~t.ing 
in this State':'" 

The PREMIEU replied

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Before ans·sering t.his. I would 

like to ask the hon. member if he has 
read tlw qwcch of the lea cl or of the. 
Federal Country party. in which he <mid 
he had received a telegram from Mr. 
Edkins. of the Queensland Graziers' 
Association, asking him (Dr. Earle Page) 
to withdraw the censure motion then 
before the Commonwealth Parliament, 
on account of their sorry experience in 
Queensland? Can },Ir. Edkil1:;;;'s (Oll1-

munication be taken as th0 official atti
tude of the Queensland Country party?" 

J\Ir. EDWAUDS: Read it aiL 



Supply. 

P.u~<TERS AT PARLIA1IEXT 1Io-csE. 

i\Tr. VO\YLES aekcd the Secretar:· for 
~2ub!ic \Ymks-

.. I--Iow n1o.ny 1ncn "\Yore put oti' the 
job of paintiz;g. Parliament !louse just 
prior to lust Ea•ter holiday5, am! a"'ain, 
on or about 27th April, 1922, r<>,pec· 
tiYcly ?1

' 

HoN. W. FOlHlA:'<' Sl\IITli (JI. ·lay) 
replied--

" I\o painter~ ~yen~ put o1f prior to 
Eash l' lwlidays, Lnt seven ,, ere put off 
on tho 27th Aprit, a~ the job was near~ 
jng c0n1pletion." 

PAPER. 
Tho follmYing paper was laid on the table, 

and orddcd tu be printed:
Twenty-seventh annmt! report -~f the 

Auditor-General under tlw Sunremc 
Courts Funds .Act of 1895. · 

SUPPLY. 
.FJNA:\CT.\L S:::ATE:\:IENT-RESC11PT10N 0]1 DEBATE. 

(Jlr. llirzew, !Jri<bane, in the chair) 
Question stated-

" That there be gra.nted to His 
:\1<tj:•·ty, for the service of t.he year 
J 922-23, a sum not exceeding £300 to 
defray the salary of the Aide-de-Camp 
to His Excellency the Governor.'' 

Mr. COLLI.:\S (!Jozccn): I am pleased to 
offer a fevv re1nark~ in regard to thu Finan~ 
cial State1ncnt. I have listened attcntivclv 
to the criticisms made b,- the Opposition so 
far \Vith rerrard to the rrreasurer's Financial 
Statement, ]~ut 1 do not see that they have put 
forward any solid argument as to \Yhy they 
should tak,; over the reins of govornn1ent. 
VIe hear hon. nlC'mbers opposite talk nbout 
milliom of pounds from time to time, but 
I an1 inclined tiJ think that th':'y ar(~ ;;:oniC· 
thing f:-in1ilar to rn.,_-~elf) iu that the.\· are 
n1orc n~cd to handlinL pence and shillings 
than millions of pound,, Until such time 
as thcv how mol'D abi1itv in their criticisrn 
,_, f thiS l~ovcrnrnent. I think the nconl~ of 
Queensland will be well advi:-ied to .._1et. then1 
rernain in opposition. I noticcJ the;v con1~ 
plain alYJUt t. •. xntioH. But, while they point 
(.\Ut t.hett the taxation in Quocn 1and has 
lncrcnsc·.l f•·om a littl0 over £900.000 in 
1914-15 to £2,500,000, the·;· forget to men· 
tion th:1~ the popnlation haB aJ~o in:Jeeased 
durins that Jleriod. 

l-Ion. ,,~. l-1. B '1RNES : Yo11r fign1·cs' are 
wrong. You said £2.500.000. It should bP 
.£3,500.000. You an' only £1,000,0'10 out. 
(Op]lO ition laughter.) 

Mr. COLLI:KS: Hon. members opposite 
forgc·t to mention that the population of 
Queensland has increasccl by nearly lOC.OOO 
dDring the reign of this Govenunent. rrhey 

-<:lo not point out to the people of Qneens
land that, when we came into pmYer, there 
wa' no land tax, and we had to pnt on a 
land tax, vv,hich in rn:· opinion is .one of the 
·most just hxes which can be imposccl upon 
thos<' ·.,·ho arc able (o bear it. ·what does 
the land tax really amount to? 

Mr. DEBBI='iGTON : Three shillings on every 
suit of clothes in Brisbane. 

Mr. 'COLLI:'JS: The hon. member does not 
understand the question. Land taxation is 
·-imposed upon the unimproved value of land. 
or, in othPr words, upon that which the com
·rnunity has created. Anyone who has 
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f'tuclicd the unin1proved values of land in 
(,luocnsland must know that they amount to 
about the sarnc arnonnt as the money \Ve 
ha Ye LolTO\Ved, or, in other words, tho money 
that \Ye have Lon·o,Ycd has, ro a large extent, 
brought about what is known as the unim~ 
praYed value. 

The CHAIH;\IA.:\: I \Youlcl like to appeal 
to h011. 111ernbcrs again, ·particularly on 
beh:1lf of the '· Hausard" staff and the 
P 1'0'·3. to conduct their eo m ersations in a 
lower tone. Frequently complaints are mad' 
to me of the difficulty of correctly reporting 
debates, and I hope that hon. members them
selYcs v:ill as-.ist by endeavouring to do as 
I a>k. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. COLLI:KS : If we recognise that the 
unimproved value o£ land has been created 
by the con1n1unity, there cnn be nothing 
wrong in the conununity takiug portion of 
that y;·hich it has created. .\nd that is the 
basi.s of taxation on the unirnproved vatue 
of iand. The latest report on the subject, 
IYhich has been placed in our hands during 
the la't twenty four hours, ehows that the 
bulk of land taxation is paid by fewer than 
1.500 landciwnPrs, and the idc·.l of the land 
tax is to bring land into use. The argument 
tlwt the land tax can be passed on is all 
n1oon~hin", in rny opinion. There is nothi11g· 
in that argurnPnt at all, for how can a man 
who O\YIJs a comer allotment without any 
innn·oyr:n1ents on jt-in some cases allot
lllf';lts worth thousands of pounds] in different 
parts of Qucenslrrnd-pass that taxation on 
to the people'! Jt cannot be done. I say 
that if there is a just tax it is the land tax. 

:Ur. ELPHlXbTOXE: ·what about income tax? 

Mr. COLLIXS : The land tax is more just 
than the income tax, inasmuch a, it takes 
back for the benefit of the communitv a 
port loll of that ·which the comrnunity ~has 
Cl'<'Ut0d. 

:\[r. BEBBINGTON : \\'hich the community 
11 ould not do themselves. 

1\Ir. COLLI:\S: Hon. member•, on the 
other sic!,, talk about the taxation per head. 
'l'a.\alion is not per head. \\'hat the Labour 
(~oYPl'lllnent haYe done in this State has been 
to place the burden of taxation upon the 
,boulders of those' who arc well able to bear 
it-that i:-;, if von like to call it a bnrden. 
Hjghtl~~ ·o to~. and, if I had rny vvay, I 
ha YP 110 h0sitation in sn;·jng that the taxa
tion nn th~ higher itlCotnes "\Vould Ue 
il'•crca 0d. \\'c• need to get away from the 

rgun1e11t ,,·hich the hon. n1en1ber for Oxlev 
ns;;;i fr01n t,in1c to tirne that thD people arB 
pa,,·ing th<> tax<ttion which has been imposed 
b:; this (1overnment. Sothing of the kind! 
Tax>ttion is beiug derived from tho wealthy 
pco[llc' of the Sta.te, and sure];, there is 
uuthing wrong with that principle. During 
this sescion \Ye have relieved the small 
frn_-rncr. to son1c extent, of land taxation. 
Compare our action ""ilh that of the Federal 
1-'adiamcnt. v hose proposals for this finan
cial ~~ear were published this n1ornlng. The 
Commonwealth Govc•rnment., to a large ex
tent, l'epr0sent the En1ployers' Federation of 
the Commonwealth; although they claim that 
the:;· r2prcsent the people. A close examina
tion "·ill reverJ how the Nationalists 
obtainNI possession of the Commonwealth 
Treasury benches-bec<:tusa they own the 
newspapers of the Commonwealth, and by 
t·oason of that fact they are able to fool the 
pecpk. 'rhe Federal Government intend to 
rnis" the exemption in connection with the 
]o,vcr incomes to £200; but they have done 

JJlr. Collins.] 
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tho :::<c:.nle \\lib th0 higher incon1c'1. thus look
ing after their y<•ry weahhy friends. The 
CG?''lll10ll\YCa1th GoYPrntncnt could \vell baYc 

aircnled 1o look after tho 1nu1 \Vho ·went 
ont in dcf0nce of the Empire. insb•ad of 
)·ernitting- the inl'mne t 1x~as they propo:-;c 
to do··-in 1·egard to the \Ycalthy cL-tsscs. 
The,v \Youlll bn,-e boPn doing a gr(:.atcr nu.,n
Rurr- oi j lll':ltice had they looked after the 
rctunwd soltlicr;-:; and seen that c.Ycry 
rd)unwd soldi('l' 1va-s in employment. They 
ha Ye done nothing of the kind: they ha Ye 
done only \vhat the Enlp1oyor~' Federation
who arc• ! heir main support-dictated that 
the-;· sbould do. 

It is .iust a.s wcH to let the people of Queens
lend know i.hc position in regard to thi•· 
Etnployers' Federation and the power which 
it exercises on GoYcnlnic·nt·,, I rlai1n that. 
to a large extent, it ]~, the power behind the 
thrmH~ that dictate'~ to hon. n1on1bcr."· opposite 
what they should rlo. From time to time we 
hear aLout the Tmcles Hall dictating to 
members of this party. The Trad0s Hall 
nevH attempts to dic1 ate to hon. members 
of this party in the way in which the 
Employers' Federation dictates to hon. 
members O))lJOsit.e. I have here the report 
or the mePting of the Employers' Federation 
that has been sitting in Brisbane, taken from 
the "Daily :Mail' of Wednesday, 16th 
August. 1922. I will read out the list of 
dPIEgatcs for the information of ihe people 
of Quc~nsland. so that they will know who 
are their frierids and "·ho arc their ene111ies 
-especially the working portion of the 
people, who arc th(' people who really 
matter; because 1 claim that it \Yould not 
really matter if a lot of the people in this 
and the other States were not in existence, 
so far a'i wealth production and the build
ing up o! the State are concerned. This i:'l 
t.h,, her-Senator G. Fairbain1 (President of 
the Centl"dl Council of Employers)-I belieY" 
the: gcutieman \Yas returned to the Senate 
in Yietoria.. .._-\nvoue can casilv nnderstand 
v .. hy he was rctu"i·ned; those who ha Ye been 
in Victoria know full well ihat those t\YO 
:~~ory ,~10\Y"'Papcrs-t~!e :'Ago" and the 

Argus -dom111ate v Ictona. 
Mr. G. P. BARXES: How do you account 

for Labour being in power in Queensland? 

Mr. COLLIJ:\S : Owing to the fact that the 
people of Queensland arc more intelligent 
t.han they arc in any other part of the 
Commonwealth. 

GovERcOIE:\1' :Y1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S : Lot me proceed with these 
names-Messrs. Leslie Smith (Secretary), 
James Mc2Hahon, A. F. \Yatcrs, \V. Broob; 
M.L.C., and A. P. Wyly (Employers' Federa
tion of ~ew South \Vales). T. R. Ashworth, 
and E. E. Keep (Victoria a EmploYers' Federa
tion), G. F. Husscy, M.H.R .. iv. T. Rofe, 
and A. A. Simpson, C.M.G. (South Austra
lian Employers' Federation), \V. X. Hedges, 
T. Manghan, and F. S. Andrews (\V estern 
Australian Emploc·ers' Federation), C. \V. 
Campbcll, R H. Edkins (I think I haYe 
heard that name befor0), A. V\'atson, General 
Thompson (I think I lun·c heard that name 
before). W. H. Green, M.L.A., and S. Benja
min-(that is like om· Governor's name· a 
ven- good name indced)-(Queensland Em
ployers' Federation). I \rould like to know 
if the " Green" mentioned here is the hon. 
rnr1nber for To1Ynsvillc? 

1\Ir. GREEN: That is so. 

TI'Jr. COLLIKS: I am sorry to sec him 
«sstwiatod with such a reactionary lot. 

[Mr. Collins. 

Th · jll"<'c.i<lc•nt of that federation in hi
<!. ~dre:~" ~-n id-

,· BP fore dcaliiig- ,,·ith purely industrial 
questions I ''"ould _like to bring before 
~ ou our present socu:tl state as it appears 
u_1 _llH'. Fhi L'(Y or forty :_vpar~ ago an:/ 
l'ltlzf'n .u1o hrrd monev could do ahno~t. 
c·:-,:actly as ho liked with it. N"ow it is 
\"L'l'Y di1-l'er0nt, and \VC havL' advanced to 
.,\], t may be called a state of conLrollcd 
Ci:lpitali~nl. To-day 1ve haye thn n'later
nity llOIJU , freu education, ·workers' 
cnutp ··nsr:Jioii, old age and inYalid pen
:-ior:.~. aud n1a.nv other causes of direct 
tlnd indirect ta~xat1on. \Yhile son1e of 
rhis expenditure cF:rtainly can be justi
lied, I contend 1ve have gone as far in 
t hi~ din'ctio11 a-, hurnan nature will 
allo"\\• 11::;." 

I \\ant t lll' workc•rs of Quoem land to mako a 
S})L'Cinl Hot(' of that. The En1ployors' Feder:.l
tion. in con11ection \Yith maternity, iuvalid 
pensions, education, and so forth, say that 
\VC have ~youe as far as human nature wili 
allow us. ~I am ono of those who agree with 
thaf great Frenchman 1rho said, " Hithrrto 
it is qlll ctionablc \Yhether civilisation ha& 
rl'achctl the highest point of development." 
I claim that it has not. It is just as well 
for the wmkers of Queensland to know the 
true vosition and to know the fm·cas that 
are opposed to them. I am afraid that they 
do not know the forces that are opposed to 
them. 1 mppo,c that, after the revelations 
made b,, the honorary Minister, Hon. IV. 
Forgan Su1ith, they sat in sccr.et. VVe have 
not g-ot a full report of what took place at 
that meeting·. For all I know, they came to 
Brisbane to jnbilate over tho defeat of this. 
Gon•nnncnt; but, in my opinion, the Govern
ment ha ,.e not be en defeated and rtre not 
likL'lv to be defeated for vears to co!YlC. 'Ve 
havl'~ the cxpo::'ures fron1 "tin1e to ti1ne shoV\'
ing how the parti('s opposed to the workers 
ha.-c blundered. Fancy people claiming to 
he Jit to govern a State and making blunders 
such as arc 1nad(~ hy tho Employers' Federa
tion on the one hand and by our political 
opponents on the other ! The president in 
his addn•ss, after dealing with profits, states 
further-

,, A return to pre-war cost of produc
tion, which would be accompanied by a 
pre-war standard of the cost of living, 
is inevitable if Australia is to compete 
in tlw markets of the world." 

1 s that not contradictory to the statelnents~ 
that were mado when tho war was on? The 
wa1· was 'upposed to be fought in the interests, 
of democracy to bring about a better state 
of sociciy, and here is this Senator Fair
bairn. head of this great Employers' Federa
tion of Australia, and the head of this one 
big union, making statements of that kind'. 
Hon. gcntlC'men opposite from time to time 
SJJPCr at the One Big Union that the working 
people arc endeavouring to bring about. The 
employers have already accomplished and 
brought. about one big union. I give them 
credit for that. It has been brought about 
with mw object only, and that object is to 
crush the working classes. 

.-\n OPPOSITION ME~IBER: Rubbish. 

::\Ir. COLLIXS: The hon. member for 
\Yarwick the other night made a comparison 
of the cost of construction of our railways. 
Does the hon. member for \Varwick want us 
to return to those 11re-war days when th« 
wag~s \', ,•re 5s., 6s., 7s., and Ss. per day 7 
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That is \\hat S(;nator Fairbairn and the hon. 
n1mnbcr for Townsyille vvant to return to, 
because I han not noticed in the Press any 
pmtr-st by the hon. member that he does 
not want to return to pre-\vctr days. 

Mr. :\IOORB: \Y C' wa11t to return to pre
war co~t of living, too. 

J\tr. COLLI:'\S: I am ono of those who 
belieye that there is no neod to return to pro
war daY';. If so, what is the nse of talking 
about :tll our inYcntive faculbcs and our 
wo:nd0rful 1na.r11incrv in connection with the 
prodnr'tion of con1n;Oditi0.-;;? I~ \:e only ~ad 
the in connection 1v1th production 
that ]" a n .cd dcu·ing the last foyy years 
in rc .. ,,arcl to destruction, \Ye \vould not be 
talking ,J>nnt u11 eight-hour day, but at tho 
pre~.ent IJlClllt'nt we \Yould bo talking about a 
cm"idc·m!Jh shorter working day. \Yhcn the 
sm11t· brai1; power is appl icd to production 
that has br'cn app1i"d to destruction, then 
\vc can begin to call onrselve8 civilised. 

::\fr. ELPI-l!XSTOXE: You are not prepared 
to pay for brain power when you get it. 

1\lr. COLLI::'\S: The '"orking class have got 
the brain powcl'. \Ye have had to produce 
inYcntions froru tirne to time, and the hon. 
memb<>J' aud his party belong to the class 
that generally exploit that »·hich we have 
produced. \Vhcn thev say we are under the 
domination of the Trades Hall, it is just as 
well to I't•mind them that thev are under 
the domination of the Emplo0:ers' Federa
tion. I ha vc here a cutting from the " Daily 
Staudarcl" of Thursclay, 17th August, which 
read'j-

,, Dming the debate on Supply in the 
House of Representati.-es yesterday, D1·. 
Enrle Page c;1u~ed an1usen1cnt by read
ing a telegram he had recei.-ed from JI.Ir. 
EdkinP-, Graziers' Association, Brisbane. 
as follmYs :-' In view of the following 
points-namely. (1) thB promise gi.-en by 
the '· :\'ational" Government to reduce 
the price of sugar to the public on 1st 
:c\'oY<'mtwr; (2) the recent juncture of 
fon·cs in Xcw South ·wales and Tas
mania, together with the public opinion 
PXlln·:--~Ptl in South Australia and ·vlC
to{·ia. d·o not warrant a continuance of 
nppo,ition to the present ":"Jational" 
Gon'1·nnwnt; (3) on behalf of the Queens
land c:ountrv intere~ts, we ,,:ould prefer 
your nn rty to offr r support to necessary 
ieg-i>l ~ tim1' to assist the cle.-elopment of 
prirwn·,,- production; (4) any delay in 
meat bounties, or :Ylcat Board bills, will 
be tli"astrons to our country interests, 
whieh re(1uire immediate relief; (5) our 
sorrY cxpcric>nc(' in Queensland makes it 
impentivc to check any possibility of 
Labonr to rrgnin power-we strongly 
recommend the >Yithdrawal of the cen
sure motion." 

~lr. Edkin~. of the Gntziers' Association, 
Brisbane. had the audacity to wire to the 
leader of the Federal Country party that he 
wa-; not to go on with his cen5!urc motion, 
but was to allow the Torv GovBrnment still 
to goYCrll Australia; and then they talk 
about the influence exercised over this party 
bv the Trades Hall or bv outside bodies! 
\Vc neYcr Yet htLYC rccciyed a teleg-ram such 
as that rPcc>ind bv Dr. Earle Page. the 
leader of tlv· Fecle1:al Country party, from 
Mr. Edkins. I have been informed that this 
g<"ntlPin1n ~ets a highC?r salary than oven the 
Pri""' 1\Iinistcr of the Commonwealth. 

~h. RYA~ : £3.500 a year. 

CClLLI~S: Fa11Cy a nwn getting 
a vC'ar. \Yhat doe's he '..;"et it for'! 

' look after the v;calt.h:·· classt:>S 
I want to point out to the 

{)Ut--1clc• that the l'{'a::.on the Govcrn
Hll11H arc rccciYing ~uf'h bitter oppo"-ition at 
the precoiJt time i' c of tlw fact that 
,Ye are the 0110 G-nYennnent 111 the 
Com1non~· calth. tfw one Labou1· Govcnunent 
in the Briti.-,h EmlJire. HJid the oEe ~ .. t.~b_our 
GoYennncnt ln tlw whole of the ClY1h2ed 
wo ·Id. Iu t!u: opinicn of thC' \Ycalth~T clns\ 
thjs (;oYcrniue1lt nnbt be d('::-troycd. ] [ cal:i-
talisJn can th0 GoYt'l'linlent. 1t w1ll 
~t-)p at nuthin~ Lri11g- <:~Lon~. t!~at . 
becau~<' c a:rc n. HlC'lWCl' t J uqnta1Isn1 111 

Commo,l\\"C'n lth ·".) lcng- s \Ye arr~ able to 
keep the Labout' flag ~HyirH"t in Queensland. 
We hnn• sc•t an P>eumplt'. ne! the Labour 
party right throughout _t 1

1C ~'onllllOn\Vc~lfh 
will follow in onr footsteps~ 1 he other ,r.ng;lt 

the Secr{'tar\T tnr Pubhc \\ or1..:'" 
[4 p.m.J memiolled tl~e Employers' Fccle-

rntion. and the influence they 
used to exerci~e upon Tor:'-~ GoYenin1811t~ ill. 
the past. ThL'Y g-av<~ nwny their own case, 
It is ju't ns ,,-ell -to I'r•ncl it, and. as the late 
Hon.· J. T. Ryau said. a good thing canno~ 
be repeated too oft<'n. :\Ir. C. \V. Campbe!L 
the president of the Emplo~·crs' Federation 
in Rri~hane. ~lJC',~king on 24th .January, 1922, 
:;:aid-- . 

·'On nwn~· and 111any a n1ght \re. ha Ye 
!.tone up ro the House- wh(n the L1ber>.l 
(~orcrnrnent -w~t;, in powc'r [llld secured 
~ltt-rations in the legislation going 
throudL wlrich ha.-c all been for your 
L>enc!{r. They were in t'?uch with 1~~ all 
the tiu1P the tran1waY stnke \\·as on. 

rcinf'I1lber- \\hen ~ittinfr i.n opposi6on sonH~ 
years . ago. ' when the L- hon. n1en1ber for 
Bulimba occupied a seat on . the Treasury 
benches. that I pointed out th~t the then 
Gorc1·nnH~nt \YP1'0 only a c-on1nuttee of the 
Em)lloYns' F0dr•ration for t!1e purpose of 
can·yinE.f ent the chctrrtes ot that feder~
tion: The re ,son I am able to say that IS 
bccausP of tn)~ study of capitalistic devclop-
1nent, not only in thi-, Stat~1 a.nd the rest 
of tb; Commonwealth, but of ns develop1nent 
throtu::::hont the worid. Hon. n1embers 
orpo3.ite 111a~· fll'gUC that ~Ye a~·e, to 501118 

extent. a eon1n1ittee of the nnwns o/ the 
or~ani-erl orkers of Qucnnsland. \\ e do 
rePresellt t'n, org,1ni'-cd \Yorker" of. Queens
land. They are the backbone of th1s Pfl:l'"Y;. 
and will co:Itinue to be the backbone of 1t. 

::\Ir. ELPHI~"TO:\I:: It i.' pretty wobbly Just 
now. 

::\Ir. COLLI::'\S: It is not wobbl.1·. It "'"' 
ncYt1l' lllOl'l' -:olid in it~ life. It. ill 1)e-c:-,HH':3 
th0 hon. n1e~ul.1CT to rnake that sr.at·:-Inent. 
because hP has wobbled from t]1e back cro3< 
bz'lldv:--, ri~·ht {1own to the plac<? where he 
h 110\Y. (Go,~crnmcnt langhtcr.J l-Ie has 
>mhbled hc:m one part,, to ~he other, and 
God kno\vs '"h~re he is gOing to wobble 
later O'l. I ha.-e kept ctrai;;ht .-.n tl:e whale 
of my life, and I intend to keep straight on. 

::\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE: Yes, you ha vc not got a 
mind big enough to alter. 

::1-Ir. COLLIXS: If I had a mind similat· 
to that of the hon. memb, r. ,-hich can pledge 
itself to one party and then shift to anot.~er 
party. I should say I had a Ye_ry sn:all m111d 
indeed. I ruognise that. hanng sJgned the 
Labour party'~ platform-- . 

::1-Ir. ELPHI~STOXE: If I ha Ye not Signed 
anY platfonn or pledge. what then'? \Ve are 
not tied down like automata here. \Ve are 
here trJ ex:prfl~S our opinions. 

Jir. Collins.] 
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~Ir. COLLI:\S: )..,.ou a~·e ih.rt; ro express 
the opinions of an outsidP organisation. ol 
v·hid1 you arc the JnoutlqJicce. 

An ()ppQSITIOX 1\lE::\I:SER: ~onser::-':-: 

Mr. COL!"I~S :. A ,mome11t ":C''· I read 
from the ··Dally ~1Ta1! that a JWr,on of the 
1121nc of Gcr~cral Thon1p~on \Yas also repre
sented on the Emplo"·cr< Fe·leraticn. Th .t 
i~ th-~ gcntlcrnan Yho is n·ported to lu:..vc 
bniJ·--

" General Thomp'on: If you !Jaye rr 
f('w n ~nlars it i::; \Yonclcrful ·what theY 
('flll rPs-i:-t. [ ha.Yf' ~cen m en in Ule 
.:;hcJ .. rt·r~' f~rike hdcl up ~cycnty-fiye 
n: Jnnted iufantr_\?." 

I want the puLl1c of Quc-~ns1unl1 to know that 
tllC peop]c 'vhu <'ll'8 oppo~::d to lH n re repre
scnt.cd Ly hoi1. gentlenwn opposite. Then. 
again, lllY rPndin~ nf history ha~ slwT,Yn n1e 
what is hnppcnlng in regard to the dcvelnp
lnent of cap]t,lisnJ ·which i~ goiug on in the 
Cornmonwcalth and in this StatE". A.::: I said 
_a fc\Y n1on1cnts ago, capitali:srn ·will stop at 
nothin.g to gain its end. 

:\Ir. ELPHI~STO:S:E: \Yhat ,,-j]] commtmi;m 
-do: 

:\Ir. COLLI:\S: Hon. member' opposite 
throw ofl:' at 1ne frout tin1o to time about 
I\:nrl lVIarx. I tand lwhind I-\::arJ :Jlarx. 
who, if hon. n1en1ber:-~ opposite want to kno\v. 
i~ one of the gn:at0st thinkers the world has 
eYer ~ecn or is likolv t:-> f:C'E". 

:\Ir. ELPHI~STOXE ,· \Yhs.t about Rm,ia? 

Mr. COLLE\S: Russia has 11ot reached 
the stago of development as outlined be· Kar! 
l\1arx. 

::\lr. ELPHI:S:STO:\E: It has rea.·hed a stago, 
and with what result 'I 

::Y.lr. COLLI?\'"S: At any rate. Rus~ia is 
ruled by J3olsheriks~·'l\·hoLt hon. n>jl1lbers 
opposite ha Ye snL£>red at~v;,·l1o have been able 
to retain E1c goyprrunent of the countrv eince 
1917. I suppCJ"c the capitalistic "force' 
i:hron!2'hout the world h 'YC' done all thev 
possil;!y could to try and dc'strov Ru'·sia. lni't 
tlH_-.' .hcn·e not SLH'ccedr-d np tD~ the present. 
I: JC just thr same \rith the capitalist;c forces 
ln Anstra!ia-I r_·o beyond Qucc-n~danrl. I 
:.'lUppos0 ~hat, when CH:'."'. 1net in Brisbane, 
tlw;· thoug-ht 1-bc,\· Vi-otdd be OYC'r at tlH• 
B<>11PYU£' I-Iotcl jnhilating on tlH• doyynfall 
of dH~ C~uu•nslar:.d Labonr Go;·rrnn1cnt. but 
i:- did llot conl' abont. So1ne o£ ue kno\v 
1Yhat r·apitali~tn \,ill do; ~ou1c of us know 
tht: his!·\··~- of it in other cour,~rics. I hold 
:in mv hand a book Y\Titb;n bv a :n1an YYho 
\V "' ·in the- in.;--id0 1 uYJnitlg .0£ < q)ital1:3nl. 
\Ylneh 1~ m.titlcd "FrcnziPd Finance." 
]lnLli?-hed jn 1906, l-n· rrhon1n~ ,Y. LaYY:::on. an 
.. AIJH'rican millional1:C'. 

:\I1·. FLETCH:CH intcrj0ch:d. 
:\fr. COLLIYS: :\nt iik{· the hr;JJ. nwmher 

lot Port Curti:-~. IJ C' 1JHs nen~r been in tlH' 
intwr circle of ca1Jitalisn1; he is not big 
enough to be adtnittsd into thL i!1!1E'r circle. 
Tl1is Hlan "":as right in the inner circle of 
capitalis1n; and \Ya ·. thc·rcforc, in a po.~itlon 
tu sho\v \Yhnt cn.pitalis1n \YOLdd do. an.-1 he 
1w~ giYE'll book to the \Yorld which it would 
1)12 a thing for the younger generation 
to r<'ad. I haYo n still n1ore n1odern 11rodn·:> 
tjon raJled "Tht' Bra<;:s Check.'" writtell bv 
-~Tpton Sinclair. dealing with the power '' hich 
the Prc:: . .; exercises iu the -Cnited StatC's. For 
th~ !wnefH of the people of Quecmland, I am 
tzmng to quote fron1 a chapter in "Frenzied 
Fjnflnce," headed "Bribing a Le,;rit=lature." 
On pac;.c· 150 the author savs- -

,-, At tlw head of \\;hitnE>y'; forces was 

[Jir. Collins. 

hi-. lawYer. G('Ol'.Q..'I" II. Tcndl'. bi!.l· of 
brain, p-onderous ~£ fraute, and \Yith tlte 
~tre11gt h uf an ox. ..:.\ n1an of terrific 
tcn1p2r, he knew J;ot the n1caning of the 
\Yord fear. l'~ othing aroused l1irn to ~u _ h 
fn~nz,y as to ha ye to do wiih a JcgidJ.tn~~ 
\vho unncces",trily haggled OYCl' the pri~e 
of his Yote or infiuoue<~. On ocu::..sion3 
when a 1ieutengut r0portccl that S0nator 
This or Repre,cntatiye That would l'Ot 

t·omc- into catnp. Tov:-le. Yvirh un oath, 
would Ra\·, • Takn 1110 to him an.d I'll 
haye his ~:otc in ten 1ninute.s. or therc'll 
be occa ion for a ne\Y election in hls 
district to ·HlOlTO\V.' 

" Second in conunand Yvas J\1r. Patch, 
To;dc's ~erretary and fuctotun1, his exart 
oppo:-~itc in cyer~ wa:v. 'Vlwn~ To,Yle 
was Lrutrrlly straight to the l'oi11t, :\Ir. 
Patch wa~' as srnooth an intriguer a~ C\'£'1' 

cOnru.:---ted hin1~elf with secrets bv \Yay of 
keYholes and transon1s. It is ~ Re3.con 
I-I]Il tr,,dition that for vears Towle on 
final-pa,·noent day would' have the mem
bers of the l\Iassachusctts Legislature 
march through his priYate offices one at a 
time, and. handing each of tl1en1 their 
loot, wonld proclaim: '\VeiL you're 
settled with in full, aren't you? That 
r0pres£>nts ~vonr Yote on--Rnd on~-.' 
'Iben be would loudh· identify the Bill 
and the narticnlars of the scr·;·icc·. while 
behind a- partition ,,·ith a srenog·rapher 
would be :VIr. Patcl1. who. after the notH 
had been written out, wcmld witness the 
a<:rurnry of the gtcnographcr's rrport. 
\YheD the Legislature assembled again, 
old n1nnbers, the same stor:v ~oo.;;;, \Yonld 
be rerplr--;tod to call on Towle to renew 
acqunintancc,hip. Then he would allow 
then1 to look o~:cr his memoranda 'just to 
keep them from being too honest,' as he 
[;"C'1tl.v phra--;ed it." 

On pa;"c 161 Law,on t.2l1s hoY: Tmdc ancl 
Patch disa ppearcd, and he says-

" 'Tis \vrit that son1e crin1cs are ~n 
black Rlld foul that thev will not do--n;, 
and when I read OYer~ \vhat is written 
here I wonder if there will not somr <la v 
be another chapter of 'Frenzie-d Fir!anct~' 
'"Titten by another pen than n1ine." 

Thrrt is what capitalism is prcparE'cl to do in 
the United St tcs of America. Ko ,,·oncLr 
the Opposition arc anxious to get Tid of the 
Labour Go,T-rnnH'llt. bec.,_u.,n \Vll lo1o\v the 
capitalistic iutercots ·are behind them. One 
of the m em bet sitting on the front Oppr
sition bench arlmits th "t he is a delegate 
rPpl'C·cnting Quer'n~land at th.c· Emplo-;;er~· 
Federation. ..:-\:r.oilH•r ·(1(>leg-atc is ::dr. Edkin~ . 
who is tht• QT·ntlcman who ·wired to Dr. Earlo 
Page, the .. lend.·r of the Fcdernl C'ountr? 
part:v. te1lln!r hirn to withd~'8."\Y ld- f't'nsnre 
1not1on 1r~ thP Federal Parlian1ent. \Vhat 
::ne th(' big- intPrC'-,ts \Yhich , tand behi:-.1 tho 
Oppo iHon ·: The big P" ~toralists' L-nion is 
standin::r b0hind theTn. 

;\Jr. Fr.ETCHER: No. 
:\Ir. C::OLLI:\S: J, it not a fact that. if 

hon. nwrnbr·rs oppo~itc got into power, they 
'"ould repeal certain lc~islation passe-1 by 
this Go\·ernrncnt? 

:\lr. ;\10RGAK: \Ve certainly would. 

:\h. COLLINS: I am Yc,-y glad to have 
that interjection. \Vould theY giYe rrn exten
sion of leases to th" pn .. toralists for another 
twenty years? If they did that it would 
mean millions of pounds to the pac tm·alists. 
Would not that be the effect of them getting 
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jnto 110WL'l'? \Vould not they also give an 
(·XtL·ll~iou of the franchise to the Brisbane 
Tr<rm;::dy~ Conlpali.Y '[ Do they deny that? 
1 li,tP!lcd carefully to their speeches, and 
that j, '.YlJat the·· meant. \Yhat would it 
ntPan 1[ thr·y g-a;y(~ an exten:-ion of ihc fran
chi· · to the Bri-,b'lne rrram\\'ays Co1npany? 

:,r,._ }ionc.L:: Prosperity to Queensland. 

:D.Ir. COLLI:\S: \Ye kno\Y that during tho 
Pnty-flso years the popula.tion of 

l,Yill l1<~ son1cthing like 300,000 Ol' 

41 '·.OC8. If the Bri banc Tnum·.·ays Company 
g_'f't an f'xtcnsioll of the- franchise they will go 
in for further extensions, and in twenty-five 
yL.ll'S it ., ill bo "·mth £2.000.000 in profits 
to rlwn1. Those arc the big i::.ltcrcst:.J l'Cpre
~~,·nted lJ~, tile Opposition. That i. the power 
behind tt10 throne. The 1nonc•y pO\YCr stands 
lH hiud hon. niCnlbcrs opposite. ::::\o wonder 
thc·y want to gc·, rid of the present GoyernM 
nH·nt ' ThC' Ln bour GoYel·nrncnt nH1 · not 
h.t\'~' {\me all thnt \V3S 0xpectcrl of thC1n by 
the ,,orkt)rs; but I \Yant to sav to the \\orkcr5 
uf r:1i~ :State that the n1en11Jc,s ho sit on 
the G-oYPl'llnlent side of the IIousc belong to 
ihe 'T· Jrking cla ·"· \"~o arc all of the \York
i '"' 0bss. \Y c· have all had experience of 
tht• CoYcrnnicnts o£ n1ankind quite recently. 
.EYt'H if ""0 haYe n1ade Jnistake,,, wo \Yant to 
n•aHsr that our rnistakcs are their n1istakes. 
They haYc n1ade 1nistakcs outside, and we 
who reprcse11t ther:n in Parlian10nt have on 
Jnore than one occasion had to ~houlder 
their mistakes. I admit that they have made 
mictakes outsidP and I admit that we have 
lJ(;t done all that \VU:3 expected of us as a 
Labour GoYernment bv the workers outside. 
A~ I said a 1noment 'ago, our mistakes are 
their Jlli~takes, and their n1istakes are our 
mi,;tak~s. \V e are all one. 

::,fr. ELPHr:;-;sTO~E: You are nothing else 
but a big mistake. 

}lr. COLLI:\S: I t.m not g·oing to take 
any notice of a silly interjection like that. 
Ii the hon. member makes an intelligent 
interjection I will try to reply to it. The 
imorP>ts of thos" who arc behind the 
Opposition are such that they will not hesi
tate tO do anJthing to achieve succpss. \Vhat 
do we see them doing in Italy? They are 
dc;,trnciner the headquarters of the various 
unions and of the Labour organisations. \Ve 
:--ww quite rcc(!nt.ly what they did in South 
Africa, 1rhere they sont up aeroplanes and 
<l ronned bombs on dcfencclc · l \Yorkers. \V e 
kno·"; ,,-hat they aro doing in N·.:w Scuth 
\.Vales at the present tin1e. 

C\h. "-loRG.I:\: What did you do in TmYns
Yiilc? 

•', .. COLLIXR: \Ye know \Yhat thev are 
doillg- in :'\few South \Yalos at thG p;esent 
tirne. 1Yh0re the Government are destroying 
thttt which has taken over a century to 
build up. 

C\1r. }lORGA:\: Your own Go\'ernment shot 
dnwn the workers at To\VllSYillc. 

'\1r. COLLINS: I want to >H to the 
·work rs of Queensland that) in tho~ event of 
t ht' prP~f'nt Opposition getting into pow-er, 
judging- b~T the ronunks 1n~-. de at the InoetM 
ing of thr· Employprs' Federation, more than 
likdy they will repC'al the Industrial Arbi
tration Act. They will also amend the 
Trad., Unions "'let. \Vhy will they repeal 
the bdustrial Arbitration Act? Because 
they belie1·c in free and open competition. 
Whv will they amend the Tra-de Unions Act? 
B~:e'ause they' \Yant to prevent us from con-

tributin~t to political funds and fron1 con
to.· ends rhc co:,t of running the 

napcr·. If the Opposition get into 
p~n~~ ('L the'/ 'rill go in fol' a Yigorou,s policy 
or Ini:nlgration. \Ye have heard the.rn COlll

plaini:.lg- about tlv-~ action of this GoYern
nll?-!lt 111 not .~·oing in for a vigorous policy 
of They ,yant to go in for a 

inln1igratjon to bring about the 
;tate ;hings \Yhich I experienced in this 
S'tatc in 1883. 11lwn oYer 24,000 were landed 
on tl1P ~Jl(,l'PS of this State. and hund1~cds of 
lliPll en' iooking for -work \Yithout beirg 
ablP TO i!'L't it. rfho..;e of U\"5 who \Vel'-2 ab]e 
to !.!.·et \\"(~rk -C'l'l' nniJ onlY "six bob'' a daY. 

:.\Jr. ~J:C;HG,lX: 'that i:', the ~tate of affail·s 
that ~~x~st·3 to,dn ·:. Thc'l'C -:ne thousaud' of 
llllC'l'.1ployeL1 in Q'l ~n3lanJ to-day. 

:\Jr. COLLI:'\::i: Th! prceidcnt of the 
En1plo-;·L·l ~·' FcdC'ration explained his atti
tuck \=er· c!tarL \YhC'll he. stjd that they 
\"'; alltvd t(J t'L'lurn' to pr<2-\Ylll' tin10s. That js 
"hat Sl'nator Fairba.irn sn:-s, and he knO\YJ 

\Yha:: he i~ talking about. 

}fr. ~-10RG '.:\: The workers \Yere beth~r off 
then. 

~Ir. C'ULLJ::\"8: The workers were not 
bett0r cff then. The \Yorkcrs of Queensland 
arc Lrertl·r off under thi~ GoYcrnment than 
the 1.;·orkcr:; in an';r other countrv in the 
world. TLc· pn'ct'llt is the golden" time for 
the \.·od{L'l'5 in Quec·u,·land. 

C\Ir. }10HG.E: \Yhy arc they always com
plaining:? 

C\Ir. COLLI:\S: They are not complaining. 
At any rate, this Government have done 
epiendid \York in that direction. They haYe 
tried to bring about bettLr conditions so far 
as thf' \"Orker:, are concerned. As I haYe 
air :td:-, .ai{l, the Government have not 
accoinplishcd eYer~vthing; bqt wo want to 
re,di'e that for thousands of years-thou
'ando nf years, not hundreds-the patrician 
cla"-tlw wcllthy c·lass-have governed man
kind. \Ye realise that w~ cannot accomplish 
rYer:rhing in the short space of seven yea~s. 
I am quite satisfied that, \Yhen future hrs
torians start out to \Vrite the history of 
Queen<land. they will refer to the Labour 
GO\·ermnent, and they wii! refer to this time 
as the .. Golden ~\ge" of the Queensland 
'"·ol-ker. Tht._• Que01Jsland vvo1·ker ~ of to-·day 
lulYC rllo he:3t conditions that 0ver existed in 
this Stare. It would be a calamity to the 
workers of this State if our friends opposite 
gut into pot' ,,;r. I sound a note of vvarning 
to the grent \Yorking classes outside. \Ye 
kno,,· that the children of Israel were wan
dering for fortY vcars jn the wilderness, and 
I mal;:e " for·:<;a~t that, in the event of this 
Goyernn10nt going out of power, it \Vill be 
fortY --c·a rs before a Labour GoYernmcnt will 
be ~-;:_·i~.uncd to th~ Trcm~ur~· benches again. 

0PPOSITI0); ::.1L11BERS: :Hear, hear! 
}lr. COLLIXS. Our friends opposite would 

not hesitate to alter the franchise to suit 
thcn:!~dYP'?. Thoy wonJd bo quite "Within 
th('ir !·ig·hts in doing that if the people were 

foc.li·h '" to return them to power. \Ye 
\Yould nnt lw · e the broad franchise that we 
haYC at thP present time. Enm if thoy did 
not altr•r the franchise, thev would adopt 
other m0thods which would be equivalent to 
altering the franchise. They would do like 
they did in the Federal ParliamPnt, where 
tbe,· introduced the preferential system of 
1·oting. which, in my opinion, was an insidi
ous attempt to destroy the franchise without 

JVlr. Collins.] 
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COl11ll1f!' 

arc 11WD'.' 

t ha r i.;:; (;lH~ 
friend--, Ol)PCJ~itv. 

killin~
mcthud, 

lKcau 
part~-. 

:\h. ELPHESTO:-:E: I 
I ldt otlP party 
(Oppc ~ition 1a ughtl'l'.) 

:\h. COLLL'\S': So I did. 

yon 
to 

There 
and 
our 
one 

>aid that 
tt..l~otheL 

I\l'r. Eu'HI::\ST0::\1::; ..:-\LJ llO\V yut~ say\ _ arc 
all one pa Yty ·: 

::.Ir. COLLl :--~~) : 
dealing \\·iLl tb:_, 
1nentioncd. 

vvhe-n it 
that I have 

:\ir. ELP fll);STOXE : You do not kno-,'-· your 
own tnind. 

~lr. COLLI::.'\S: If I did rtot kno\v n1y 
n1ind anY bcttt)r t.h.tn the hon. lllCinber for 
Oxlo:v, IV would not kno\v much. The hon. 
member belongs to the Mal!ock type. He 
ahvay;;; ~upport~ ~lallock v.-hen he get.::r up 
in this House. lie is quite weLome to 
)lallock, ''"ho i·1 an excellent G"'(ponent of 
the < .1.pita 1istic syste-I.l \Yhich the hon. m em. 
her for Oxloy Teprc~ 'nts. I an1 willing to 
admit that tho ho!l. n1orr.;,bor fnl' Oxlcv i~ a 
gcod exponent of the capitali,tic systet.d and 
the co.p1tali;;;tic party ,vhich he sit:-; behind. 

~Ir. RLPHL RTOKE : \Yhat about you n.nd 
n1c touring thC' St8 te-------you taking the ono 
;:.ide and n1y-·df takin; the other'! 

~.lr. COLLil\'S: ,-·ould not be a bad 
idr1.. iLaughtPr. · capitali·:,tic part:· 

to achiev 2 the y ry thing~) sought by 
gentli.'IllUD. 

nn~ 

the' 
On 

"CapitaL') h·~: 

frorn 
monl
book, 

"C1pital i·~ .;;rtiJ b:; a Quarterl~~ Re~ 

Cane Prius 
1817. 

R~.:_~ulction of Su;ar Pric~C 
Amendment Ac:t 

Di "2sec in Stock Act. 
Brand Act. 

Brands Act AmuHlrnent Act. 

UisE- ·c.:t:, in Pl 1.nts Act. 

Ftrtilh-:ers Act An~end1.::ent ".et. 

}'ruit Ca~·e·; Act An10nd1nent Act 

St.1,t _ Produce ...:'_gency Act. 

Act 

Act 

Eights in Water Act Amendment Act. 

Co-operative Agricultural Pr:;dur:.tkn A ·t 
~·~me1Hhn0nt i\ ~" 

Stock Foods A(_•t. 

D ~iry ProduC'C 1'\'' 

\\TheJ_t Pool AC't. 

('he ·se Pool Act. 

T!if'Olr:P Tax Ac.t All ·:nUr _ Act. 

Land Tax ...:\ .. et. 
:l\I 1in RoacL Ar:.' 

Railway Act An1e:Hhuent A -·t ( ~vlJi( h rne;_nt 
the abolition of the Raihvay Guaran
tee, and_ the giving of relief for the 
1n.1n on the land). 

1-3~tnan~. Industry Pre-· err _ltion _\ .. et. 

Pri:;_11ary Producers' Orf';anisation Act. 

L~1nd Tax .. \.cL Amendment Ac:t. 

[Mr. Collins. 

\it'\ er to flv turhnlencP and ... tnfe and 
to bp timid,· which '" 'N:· tl ue; but this 
is vc!.'y inconlplctc]y stating _the quc's
tion. Capital e:::-.he',;.·_:_ 110 pr<Jfit .. or v;ry 
sn1all profit, jn::t as ~uture _:yas fonncrly 
said to abhor a \"J.Cnurn. \"i. ith oUcquate 
profit, capital _is Yel',\ b~ld. A ccrta in 
10 per cent. 'v1ll ensure lt~ ~P:J-Pl')yment 
an< -:~·here; 20 per cent. 1-:·1ll produce 
eagcn1c~,_); 50 per cer.t. po.-:.itive audacity; 
JOD JWI' c,nt. ,.jll make it ready to 
tramr;le on all butnan law&; 300 p(- r cent., 
and th(~ro };3 not a, crirne at ,,-hich it 1.11ill 
cTuple, HOt' a ri::k it will no_t run, oven 

to the chaucc of 1 ts O\\. ner bctng han?ed. 
If turbulence and l<rifc will bring a 
lHoiit. it will frocly enco'..n'agc both. 
Smuggling and the s!avc trad," ?~ve 
amply proved all that ;s here stah'd. 

quite agree with that ~:atemcnt that-
" Ono hundrt"l por cent. '\vill 1nake it 

ready to trample ou all human la·,,,:;;" 

and I ,1n1 aho quit.e ''-'illiug to ad1nit that 
the v ritcr is correct \Yhen he sa"':~s that 
sn1ngglin~.t and the slaYe tr, de have' arnply 
proved all that ho states. But our friends 
opposite can rest 1b:;ured that the "·;rkors 
are ~nvakcning to the dangei' that threatens 
tiwm. 

11r. J. II. C. ROBEHT~: Do n:)t 110int. 
!L ughter.) 

Hr. COLI.I:'\S : I am pointi_lg ~: any 
pal ticuJa 1• fH .,...,on, and \Vould not 
'' a;:,te n1~· tirne pointing rnmnbcr. 
~;O\V 1 ~\ (ud to dual for a fc·'.v nH;rnPnts with 
r;onlc of the \vork accompli :>hed durin-~ the 
first scY<:n years of the reign of this Go· orn
me.nt, 7,iving in ono colu1En th measures 
pas Jcd for the bonLfl: of agriculture and the 
mal'_ on the land. L ->1 iE the other ~~,hat we 
1nay call ln.bour ftnd industri .. <.l n12J.'.:crcs :-

Comrensntio!l (which 
1nir:.n ,, phthi' 

IndustripJ Arbitr~tion Act. 

Immrance \et of lDJ.G. 

VVorkers' Ac;ommodation c\_ct anJ 'mend 
ments. 

'l'r de Unicns Act. 
Labour J3Jxchan\: ·::; ~'.et. 

Inspection of Machinery AC't. 
Inspection of Sc.J.ffolding ~~~et. 

1'dinE._ Rf'~Ul:lt'on :\et A•:r1c·ndmen:" Act. 
\'-agrs .. \et. 
· Vorher., · l-I•)lTlf ,. et. 

F:lCtori ,, a:·d Ph >P 

Profit0"fil1E Prc1-·enti 1n r":.ct. 

Police ',et AnlClH.lnlUlt '_et. 
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That is a fairly good rr•cord fqr 
work for the n1::t-r1 on the 
'Yhcthcr it has been cquc 

of the Connnon' ··l n lth. 
the UPgnb.tion of thP Snp:~n· 

\cts havl~ b~·cn of C·Jn:;;idn abh-' 
rn the ~1_1gnr-gro~ . .,·cn~ ina:-::rnnch a::; 

i· h0 val-ue of the ra.\Y prnclnct \·as. 
rr little o.-cr £9.000.000: a c ·ll
"'" <cbovc that· of 1915. Thc·n, 

Tn x: . .Act Arnendnlent _Act, 1 r 
for the rnan on thr land td 8Yf'1'

inf'(JtTJC' o1.'0r a nnntbc·r of year~. nnd 
rect:·!:1ti,· our La.nd Tax Act ~·\,ru•_'ndtnt•nt 

gave rClic:f to thP nHlll ,dw cnl· 
hi.s 0\1 -1 land up to £1)500 in vn lne. 
~on1Pthi~g done for lhe rnan on tht' land. and 
I hope he apprecint0s the fact that thia 
GoYcnnncnt hnxe do11e smncthin!.{. Un tlw 
c:ther hand. tl1Prc arc the l;cuonr nnd 
indn t!·j;:d mca-nrPs. 

Mr. MoRG \); : Ha ,-e ~ ou nnt forgotten one? 

:\Ir. COLLI~~R: I rn~t.Y h:lYl' for~oL'- n half 
a dozen. · ~ 

1\ifr. lVIonG.\X: Th8 1-\ct in-. 1'0;-t'3in; rr:cm~ 
bcrt:,' salaries. (Laugh~cr.) 

N[e. COLLI:\'S: I votPri chcc•rfulh· for 
that. At th0 .,arnC' tlnw it ~;;;, just a~ '1YPll 

'" tPll th0 neonle thP whole truth~tl.: r ''· 
that we ai'(! n'ow -snfL.:ring n 5 cent. 
reduction. Take the .Act 1vith 
1niners' phthisi8. If any n1a-n deserYL''; f'rcdit 
for that Dlefl.s',Jre) jt i~ the h:m. rnenlbf'l' fot' 
}fount 3.1organJ ,,·ho did a grc .t dt'al of 
pioncc·ing for it. !L·,Yinrr ·v _n+cd fu .. · 

nt::-G•.·c ;.Pars nnderground. I k!ln\v ~ornt"' 
the difiim!ltio.s that bl>>•t the min·'r. 

friends !le are suift'!'ing fr(ml 
Ia.-t '' cck I v1·L t to thP Stat0 

1.vith one \Yboru I huYe ::nov.n 
2 rars. and \\·ho. pc rh q~s. in 

few month> "·ill han 
nff{1 ring from this 

we de ~r~·...--,, en dit for putt in·; 011 

L_,r~isl<tbon ckaEng- IYirh 1nir, 
11, did w0 not pa_,_, the Indus~ 

nnd Provident SnciPti '~ Act. t.o 
on a lcr_~rd footing: I:-

not dcnc n1ore tlwn any 
this S+J_te h3xc done? 

Pas:;:;in'; frorn that, I ·w~~.Jlt to 
a fc·\\· lo.·rtl 1n~1Hcrs, afre•:tillg not 
Stnte in g(:neral, but 111\- O\".'Il clc •tonltc 
]L rt-icnLtr. O~l page :0 of tht• Fin 
:S .. _t tcn1cn~ I rr -,cl-

H _.-\ ln~ady cotton-~rrql-ri_nQ' h ·..; 1•{ n 
gTc, th· b.nnlln.tcd iD this -~tiltl· L-- t 1 H~ 

'"'of the Govcr1HtH'nt in ~;ua1·,1:.t 
to the gro·wers 5~cL lY'r J1J. fnr all 

cotton of .' prro\·orl qu;1litY 
thf.:'ITL r_rhj ~ gun l"i.l ntcc "\' <l:3 f1JL' 

YLH" ending· 30th ,June. 192=. ln 
'to ftill fnrther encourage the 
cotton. tho GovcnnTtC'nt have 
extend tbc r xisting guur<lntcc 
.Jul:.-. 1923~that i . Ly one 
enable tho t'otton-gro\Ycrs 
n.clv"ntagp of tllC' 
5.d. per lb. for the 
cornin•" crop. \Yhich 
'Tstcd Lv the ! t i,; 
lntr.1d0d "alf'') to gnn1·antce a priC'l' fo1· 
Cl fnrtbor llCriod of three vear, ending-
31st Jnh. 1926. The conditiDns under 
the Jt~ ,-.: O'~Htrantec will bt' difl\_, ·0t1t to 
thosP ru1ing at prc~·- c11t. as the pric1~ will 
bo based on th~ qnalit-.- and lcnc-rh of 
staple of the cotton. Tht> rlt'tails have 
nDt yet been ,yorkc-cl out. h1t f.>e the 

first year of thL' ncy· gna.rantr 
the rnBxin11un lJl'iCc '.':ill be· 5~d. 
for H __ -.cl Ci)lton o! 1~--inch staple'. 
quality and free fron1 di~caRe. '' 

period 
lb. 

gooJ 

Tn rcfe!'clH'C to lhnt mattn·. I want to point 
ont tlJ-'t vt•s·i;_;rdw" I asked t1H' Secrf'tarv fot' 
Atz:rictdl n~ro and· Stc,ek the followinr.;- ·qnrs-
ti~;ns-~ --

.. J. \Till h(· haYf' an exarnination mJde 
nf lands on t 110 nowen Co::dfield. and in 
u1·he1· portion~ of tbr- BonT'n elc-~torat(~, 
l'o I heir sl!itaLilitv for tho 

of cotton? < 

"2. In the evc'nt of tlw lands being 
suitaLJc for thr> growing of cotton. 'will 
he send an e~qwrt to the district to 
give th<' nec0ssnr. · info1mation l.o the 
farn1ers ';'· 

And he replied~ 
"1. Yes. 
"2. Ye~) a.~ soon :1-, available." 

I want it. to bn tnade kno·,\ n that there 1s 
<Jclilablc for settlcm"nt in the Bowen elcc
toru h} 500)GJO a.Cl'CB of land. 

~1r. CnEEX: l~on don't ·want im1nigrants. 

l\Ir. COLLI~S: IYP mmt to s(•ttle our 
O'Yll native--born people on tht"' land, and 
t hP hon. 1l1CinlH'l' foi' T-o,vn,syille knowr:J 

] f the condirions arc g-ooJ. immigrants 
come here. The United States of 

~\n1crica g t of in1n1igr.:~nts. ono of 
re "!.~on coln'SC'. being that they aro 

to Europe. 
l\Ir. ELPHlXSTOXl·:: ~-\r:.d tht•rf' is no LalJonr 

(~OYPl'I n '~nt there. 

COLLll\f): Of conrs0, there woultl 
I':)t an Labunr CoYPrnn1Pnt. tlwrC'. Ifaye 
1 llnt b0~n l·ojnLing out the inflnc·ncc~ of 
( lpit;di~m? 

~\Ir. Er.PHTX~Tc::xr:: \ ... et \'OH .sav the Uvited 
St . tt•:-- o{ An1{'] ic,t :1 l'C rn:o· JH:'l'O;_h'3. 

~\Tr. cnLr;rxs: 
that Uwv ar0 onlv 
l{~rgc po.;ntlations ~n 
if ·, e rnak0 
\:ill c )D1C hcrf'. 
men[- ~ll'P tr. -i~~,;· 

}fr. \VARREX: Tl 

One-~ of th0 rr-a~ons is 
a fe1y dn\ s' sail from 
Enropc. ·_At any rate, 

good lw•tc, p0ople 
is 'vha t this Govern-

do not rnsh h0rP. 

).fr. COLLTX:S: The~· D_H' earning here 
t·hc conditions arc p·ood. Yon have 

a Lout ~:cnll' rt.•tnl~ncd soldiers not 
to g-et' 'vork. h it not the first 
C'ommonwe:lth~not of the State 

of r, :nittir;~ taxation, to use that 
for finding ~T1ork for rcturnr-i sol-

? Y~onr CanLnoH'·,·t :tlth Governrnent 
h lYf' done practically next to nothing for 
them. They y .,re good enDngh h go a.nd 
fight, bnt arc not good 0non;2;h to f'md \York 
for ,.-hen thE .v ~omt' back. I hope thn t we 

shall s<'<' the coiton-gro ··ing 
[:.30 JHn.] imlns+r. expand throughont tho 

State. If we had goDcl con
ditions. we coulcl have the population. I 
hclieYe that, ·when you hav·c good con
diticms, you haYr a high rnarriage rate. 
Clnd:::ton(' said on o:--1c occasion~ 

"Tell r11r thP n1arriage ntt8 in Eng~ 
land. and I will ldl you vhether it is 
pro:::perons or not." 

\Yhen v:c ha\·e a high n1arriagc rate WT' have 
a. high Uirth rate: and, later on, tve shall 
have the nati.-c-born populrttion to develop 
the Stak. I mu not going to be carried 
H\Yav with th0 Cl'\~ for rr1illions. If that \vera 
so, ·India .shun1d be the rnost pro~perous 

.:.11r. Collins.] 
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country in the world. follow~d b.' China, 
because then' a re 1nany L1illions of people jn 
those conntrics. \Y ould airTmlf; ~n v that 
India is r;rospcrous ·: I do not know. S~) l;HlCh 

about Chma. 
I "·o.nt to thank thi~ Government for \vhat 

they have done in the dcvelopnwnt of my 
electorate, c~})(>.:ially in 1 :'\;·ard to the Bo\~"-cn 
Coalfield· Railway. I an1 vor,.r pltascd to be 
ablo to infoj_'lTI the I!ouse that .tlC\Ys qai~-~..· 
recently c<.tn1e frmn ·the coalfidd stati11g that 
it is cxp ·cted that t.hc rails \Yill reach the 
State coalmine on ihe 29th of thiJ month. 
Then we sha 11 be vroducing coal for tho 
supply of our ::\orthcrn railwa~: s_y'tc:i11. I :un 
very proud of v•.-·hat the GoYc~·nnlcnt ha Ye 
done iu ihc ~Jnilding of tho railwd~T and in 
the spc11di11g of <C£46_.000 in the deYclornncnt 
of the 1nine-which, in n1y opinion, is the 
b<.':;t equippe<.l nHcl one of thr~ n1ost up-to-rb-tc 
Inin(':'i iu QuC'CH:'iland. 1\.IayL.:, as I intPl'· 
jcctecl the other night. '··; pos::;;css in the 
BO'i'H'n coalfit'ld one of the grcatc-.;'· c__,:tliicld,;; 
ln the Con11non\vealth. Before the ach~ent 
of thi, Goycn11ncnt it \Yas lying ic.llc. Other 
Go\· rnn1ents cuuJd have built t-he rail-\-_ ay, 
but they did nothing. I am sure that no 
ono apprc12iatc:-: H1oro ;_han the Bow0n people 
dD what the Government have done in the 
direction of developing their hinterland. 

I am ple[c -eel to find that the :Yiount ( "oolon 
goldfield is still tnaking progress. La~t year 
it produced 2,533 tons of stone for 1,369 
oz. of gold, of a money Yalue of £6,169. \Yith 
greater crushing pov t·, I have no doubt that 
io will become one of the principal goldfields 
in Queensland, and will add greatly to our 
gold production. I am ve,·y pleased to bo 
able to inform the people of Queemland that, 
quite recently, we had another development 
14 miles south·east of the coalfield. whore a 
new gold fmd has taken place. A little .-:hile 
ago the prospectors of the new field sent to 
Charters Towers 9 tons 12 cwt. of stone for a 
yield of 25 oz. of fine gold, valued at £106. 
I am pleased that the Secretary for ::\lines 
quite recently informed the prospectors that 
he would advance them up to £150, on the 
£1 for £1 basis. for the sinking of a shaft to 
prove further that new gold find. I thank 
the Secretary for ~lines and the Govcrn1n~nt 
generally for the good work they are doing 
in assisting the Billy Hughcs Company to 
erect a battery on the ?\orma.nby gokl!icld. 

:Hr. CLAYTO>: : Is that in Melbourne' 
::\Ir. COLLE\S: No, it is in the Bowon 

d('ctoratc. 
~.Ir. ~liORGAX : \Yhy don't you bring in a 

Bill to change the name? (Laughter.) 
J\fr. COLLI::\S: \Ye do not wan: to bring 

in a Bill to change the name; thai: \Yotlid 
indicate a s1nc:dl n1ind. I an1 pleased that 
the ::\1in';"'S Dt:-partnlcni hnsc re~crved fiye 
head of stampers for the use of the public. 
:\Iore than likclv we shall sec in the Bowen 
r'lcctora(e not Zmly the devclopm'·nt of a 
larg-e coalfield. but, lx:.fo1·e another bYO or 
tluce years, the development of large gold 
fields. 

I have been sorry to hear, from time to 
tin1e, criticisrn fron1 the other side of the 
IIouso in rrga1·d t-o the Inkerman irrigation 
schcnH'. Irrigation at Inkcnnan is going to 
be a success; it is only the forerunner. I 
hope, of many more big irrigation schcn1es 
being carric.d out by this Government. I am 
satisfied that the Government arc going to 
remain in p01Ner, and not onJy go on \V~~h 
the building of new lines of railway, but with 
irrigation schemes also. 

[Mr. Collins. 

I ho0w. when tlw money market is a little 
that the Government will go on with 

i1·on anll steel worb at Bow, n. It is no 
H.:-0 hon. n:cn1hcrs on the other side prating, 
as tb.:,\7 do from ti1nc to t1nH:o, about the 
:-: rondarY industries. I heard a debate con
ductrcl at g;_'cat }ength one Hight, \\hen tho 
L:Llc.l Tax .. Art A1nr!ndn1ent Bill was before 
tht IIouse, ahout dcYclopin~: our s~condary 
inda::<t l'if'~. If this State is to bf'con1e great, 
'--:; ~' must <.L'Ydop not only our coal lLlt abo 
our il'on nncl go in for thl~ rnanu-

of rendering onr- -~;J-rcs inc1r_~pcn-
orhcr cou11ttics. \Y c r!ll kno\V thnt 
iron haYe hu_il-L up such cm.lllirics a·": 

Gre:1t Britai·n, nnd i-lu~ GniV 
~\.n1'.ricct. If c c1eYc1op our 
n>ourc .... ::~, \Ye f:.hnll lm1:{.1 up t ln.-:> 

of Q"' 0:"land r,nc1 IJu, cTcM 
Con1n1on \'. 2alth. 

GO\TR:\"}!E:\"T :YIDJBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\lr. \YTO:\" (H"idc Bay): I am n:rv 
to ha YC th2 Ol1port.unity of n1aking a. 

r•,'llln_rl.,:<- in connc~.tio11 vvi+h thl· Financial 
~· r· Plcnt. T nredictcd that the prnvjous 
Finnn< ;nl ~tatel11cnt would be the laH- that 
rh() tlwn Trca::::nrcr ·would ha' c the• oppor
tnility of rendinu:: and I venture to sav that 
thii' ~sill l•' the--last doli, .. 'l'Pd ln· a Labour 
C~u...-ernment Hl this Ilouse fo'r a great 
IUllllbc ,' of :·ears. 

, ::Olr. F'oR~)E: Oh, no; yon n1issccl the 'bus 
tnc orher cw.y. 

.:\Ir. CLc\ YTO.N': I did not miss the 'bus. 
Looking at this Financial Statement, one is 
indinl'() to think that the sting is in the 
tail: bcc_-·,nsc, on reaching the end of it, you 
sec that it is estimated there will be a deficit 
at th<' end of tlw financial year of £576,840. 
If the· director of a con1pan: ,~~ere to pro
duce to an annual 1nccting of shareholcler~ 
" ,tatNnent such as that which the Govern· 
mcnt have dcliverccl, I am inclined to think 
rhe shareholders would put those directors 
mn: and, if the electors of Queensland were 
giYen the opportunity~, the n1Cn who at prcf;ont 
arc di reeling the affftirs of this State would 
110t cc·cnpy those benclws again. 

::\Ir. FOR DE: IV e would g.,t a much larger 
nwjorit~·. 

:\fr. CLAYTOX: .Aftcl'· the GoYernn1ent 
h'ul gone io the eiectors m: the last occasion 
nnd told them \vhat they had done for the 
1nan on the land, and '~That thPy had do1_1e 
1n the ~ngar industry, nHtny ele~t.oratE'"' 111 
~-' hich surrnr \\as produ(-"•d turned down the 
rnen \vho.._ claimed ~-Lo have assisted then1, and 
~l'nt other:; hero, because they kn0w t;hat tl:e 
n1011 th,,~,, \'.terc sending 'vcre ;:;incere 111 then 
l'·:d0n vo{n·s to do son1cthing for the nutn on 
tiw L ml. 

Hon. \\~. FORGA~ 8:\IITH: liaYe you an.v· 
thing a:.;--.in,:t what this Govcrnlncnt has done 
{or the sngL:.r in(lustry? Do you not approve 
of our polic.J ? 

:\Ir. CL \YTO?'r: I am very g-lad that both 
<idt'~ of the Houso and the public of Queens· 
L~n(l arc doinv everything they 11ossibly can 
to k0cp the sugar industry in a prosperous 
condition. It is a pity that we cannot ~cc 
n·c to eve in a lot of other matters for the 
l ··ne fit a·f Que~nsland. 

On 30th June, 1915, the public deLt of 
Queensland amounted to £56,869.046. That 
figure represented the accumulated debt ovc1· 
a period of fifty-six years. During ~he penod 
that this Government have been m power, 
up to 30th June, 1922, the public debt of 
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Queensland \.Yaf' increased to no l0ss a stnn 
ihun £85.691.228-an in0rcase in sen•n vears 
of £28,822,Hi2. Yet the Government tell us 
that we arc living in a land of prosperity! 
When this Government. came into office our 
interest bill was £1,975,581, but up to tho 
end of June, 1922, it had increas:•d to 
£3,286,096, being an increase of £1,310,51[.. 
If our intrrc;;t bill is going to incl'case at 
that rate and the present Government arc. 
unfortunately, allo,vod to rcn1ain in po\vcr, I 
do not know what the condition of Queensland 
is going to be. For the y"ar 1914-15, th•e 
arnount of rcYenue r·cceivcd \Yas £7.202,658, 
but i he n::cein•~s last ve.~r reached no less a 
sum than £l2,311,3\S. or an increase of 
£5,1C~. 720. For the Y' ar 1914-15 the expen
diture• was £7,199 399, aud for the your 1921-
22 it as £12.499,970, being an incr··aso of 
£5,300.571. The ve"r that this Government 
obtained control ·of the Treasury benches 
there was " sarplus of £3,259. Yet for tho 
year 1921-22, after seven ~-cars of Labour 
Gon•c·nment., ·' haYe a deftcit of £188,592. 

J\Ir. FormE: Quote the deficits of Tmy 
Governments in other SL1 tes. 

J\>Ir. C:LAYTO::'\: I ,·j]] quote sufficient 
figures to satisfy the ho11. rnoni'ocr bL•forc I 
ha vo iinished. The total arnou nt u f snr
pluses u!lller this Government up to 30th 
,June. 1922. wa £71,454. I ~up pose the hem. 
1nember r·or Ilockhampton is proud of that. 
But \YC find that the deficits for the ,1amo 
pcrl.arl an, Hint to £1.023,524, or c1n oxcc~s of 
dcficitc oyer urplusc·- fur tlwt period of 
£952.070. rrhc position ge~') wor~r~ a.;; tinw 
g-or-.., nll. Although it i.~ stated that t·.·e nr!'• 
Otl a ,y;:n·(~ of ln·u_-pPrity, it is ostirnnt0U that 
tile rh,ficit thi;:; yPcn· ·will ho £576,840, whi< h 
will nwko thP total mnoul!t of tl! ficits up to 
30th ,J Ullf', 1923. £1,528,910 

"\Il'. Fonrm: Th<> Torv GoYc-rnnwnt 1n 
.rrulirr for th(; san1e }Jf'riorl hnd 
a deflcit d £4.b00,000. 

}1r. CI.._,\ .. ~{T( ):\: Prior to this Coyc·rnntnlt 
a~. tuning- nfi-ic·c w~._~ f<l\\ thut JHlHiphlct ' llich 
.st:.~v~d that finance \vas the test of good go
"' rn1ncnt. I ask :.·ou to appl_y that tc:.t to 

<r liO\V j n pm- er. If that tc·,: y,- ~ts 
to the Labour Govenunc'nt ::•ucl tbt: 

prior tD the Labour Go\·,·rn-
can be no qnesti·on a~, to \Yhich 

part~- Lcl'll for the ben0f:it of QucPnslancL 
and ·whi('h part~.' has bcrn tn the detrinH:nt of 
Qm•c.nsln!!cL 

l\Ir. Fomm: This GoYernnwnt could ea,ih 
.ho\v a surplus if \VO increaseJ frcitc,hts and 
fa re·. 

:IIr. CLA YTOX: I do not think the hon. 
rnernLc~T for R.nckham_pton gucs iut.o tlw C.lp· 
ricornia elnctorftte to tell the clcctou tbc 
figu1·es which I have just qnoicd. 

::\1r. FoRDE: I t"ll the <•lectors the truth. 

}Jr. C'LA YTOX: If tho hon. member told 
the truth. he would tell them of the unfortu
nate position in which the GoYcrnment haYc 
pla0cd Qucencland. For the y0ar 1914·15. the 
arnonnt of income d~rived frorn lnconw taxa
hen \YeS £517.273, and in 1921-22 the amount 
had increased to £2.194.361. being- an incrc•\sc 
of £1,677,088. During 1914-15 there was no 
land taxation. That has been irnpo,cd by 
thi· Government, and last year the amount 
receivf'd in land taxation amounted to 
£480,518. That has been re0cin'd from tho 
man on thu land. That is the \Yay the Go
vcrnJJH•nt hav() attempted to assi't the man on 
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the land. C ndcr this Gon•rnLH·nt the amount 
cf incotlH' fron1 totalisatnr taxation has 
increased by £25,969; the inconw from -tamp 
duty has incl'cased bY £2J7-l335; and tho 
n mount of l'CYcnu' n:'.'f'',ycJ. frorn Eccn~es has 
decr():tsed by £1,071-:;)wwing "total increase 
in revenue frOrn those sonrc<' of taxation of 
£2,4v'i.Sc9. Tlws<' fig un ' go to show that 
\Yhen we apply the priuclp1L~ that finance is a, 
~est of good govcrnn1011t, the po.~ition of this 
Governinent is a vcrv one. The Go-
vernor. in his opE:'nin,i S8.itl~ 

•: It is dun, hni-YPYC'l', that to provide 
for llf'\"- ,cttlement on the large -;~a1c Oltl' 

State's unoccupied land ancl unth•v: 1opBd 
re "Jlll'(f~ ju••tify, thc_·e lllUSt be a con
Ridr-rab!c expenditure c£ rnouey in rail
\'·ay con~trudion, ro:~d-nwkiug, and Irl'I

gatlon, ;__nc1 it is gratif.\ ing to knnw that 
1horc ,,-jJ! be no t!i!Ticnlty in rai,·iug the 
fancLs for such i xt~ u:-;in! nndertakicgs.n 

I th1nk tht~ Gov0rnn1rnt will he doing what 
th0y shm1ld Oo if thc:y ~pclld. so~H: of th:.: 
moncr th.nt thC'Y borrow or derive u·om taxa
ti-on Ol' othcnYi-~0 on the) con·truction of rai1-
'v tYS in ~onH: of our agricultural di~trict~. 
\YD ha\·c lar~c art'a.s of agricultural land 
adjact•nt io Our 111ain raihray· . and I sin
rercl3· hope th0 Go..,-,_'l'rln1Pllt. 1 \ dl do ~O!ll~
thing to connect tho~" agl'!C'nltural_ Janus 
,,-ith tho. c r:lih~·av:::. and so <1frord ~-,,J:::tance 

i'o the~ p0ople \Y~; ar.c ~!~'cady_ , -.. ). ther:. 
The 1 rea surer. 111 h1s 1; Jl!:UlC'1Ul Stau~n1Cl1L. 
stares-

" The "ugur inc1E,~tr;· hr:s lJC'Pll a ycry 
~-a]uable ~tandby t-o thi~ 8tatc duriug the 
dcprr ~ion .i.n , othf'r inUustrie-..; it is 
natnr<ll, therefore, thnt d10 Gon~rnH1cnt 
should be anxious "'' to the futuro of the 
inclttstry." 

\Yf' are told th lt there i~ no depro~:Jion in the 
i.ndn;;;;trv, and hero we lw YO tho Tr-ea:,,urcr, in 
his Fjn:·nrial Statc~rncut. aU1njtting that thoro 
is. Tlw Treasurer further statoa-

" 'Ihe Government hnvo exerted their 
hr>st ondeayours to induce tho Co1nmon· 
we lth Government to extend the sugar 
.agreen1ent for a further period~ o far 
nl1aYnilin£Ylv. 'rlL· econornlc importance 
of this i~Cl;;strv to Australia is so groat, 
and the con::c~ucnc 'S {jf its rl.nstruction 
won1d be so disastrm1s to the policy of 
white l"cttlcmcnt. in ~orthrrn Austtalia, 
that we ::tr.c conf1d· nt. the Cun1n1onwcalth 
GoYcrnnlcnt ,yj]l <'v0nt~1ally approYe of 
nn e-dension of tL ' ;,:., rt: ~' · :nt on satis
factory tnrm'. Ho!di1ig· this b''lid, the 
Gov{'r~nrwnt hnvo giycn ronsil1Pration to 
the qur;stion of erecting additional ~ug8r
mllls in Queensland. Tlwrc is snfficjcnt 
1nilling po,vPr in Quc_cn l[lnd at prc;.;.pnt 
to supply the needs of the Corr\lr.lmYcal.th 
of raw sugar if the full cnpac1ty of tne 
existing mills could lw ntili -cd. but for 
rea:;;ons which are \rcll known v0ry few 
mills are supplied year in and ;~·car out 
with thei1' full comp1crncnt of cane." 

So far ns thr South0rn nortion of Que: ns1and 
is C'oncerncd. 'iYP kno\Y that the 1nill~ arC' not 
supplied \\·ith their full eomplemcnt of crrne. 
V\'e have milis in my district which, unfortu
natelv, aro not suf,plied \Ylth a sufficio!1t 
quanhtv of cane to allow thc'n to compote 
successfullv. I refer particularly to tho 
Bauplc mill. which is in my clcr!ol'atc, and 
-..vbiPh is one of the GoYcrnnH•nt central su;:rar 
mills. I have here the report of the genern I 
n1an~n.ger of central sugn.r mills in conncC'tion 
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with the Bauple sugar mill, -dated 30th June, 
1921, which says-

" I\o cru;ihing took pluce J.u1·ing the 
"\ear 1919-20, aml sine-· 1916 the total 
{~ane treated ~was 1C6.S64 tons. being an 
ascrage of 21.313 ton'" per a11nu1n for the 
five years operating." 

The Bauplc rni1l is capable of treating no 
lees than 65.000 tons of cme per seaccm, but, 
nnfortunateh~, thE'ro i~; not sufficjcnt cJ.,ne 
grown ;n th'e vicinity of the mill to r•nable 
the mill to be \Yorkcd SUCC0°•·fu1h- from a 
tir,aLcial point of vie\Y. :\ot far, from the 
Bauple mill there is a very line stretch 
of c-ountry known as the Goombooria:a 
Scrub, and the people thGrc are most anxious 
to get rail·-- ay communication so that they 
will be in a position to grow cane. It '':ould 
be of grc:tt bendit to tht:' Bauple mill if thP 
Go'\rern:ment could be ir~ducpd to co~n1cct 
t-he Goomboorian Scrub by a light lino with 
some point on the main railwe.y "' that 
supplie.::" of c1.nc could be railed to the 
Bauple milL All the cane north of Bauple 
could be treated at the mills around ;\larv
boHmgh, and, if these Goon1boorian lanfls 
\vere given railway connnHnic'~.tion. it ~, oulcl 
go a long \Va=,· tov~·ard:3 n.:,sisting the Bauple 
rnill to get a full C0111ph1 ill()llt of cane'. 
Ql!ite recently I paid a visit to this ,;crnb 
j,, companv ;vith l\Ir. l\1issing and Mr. 
:\Laikc, of the United Cane Gro\Vors' Ao,ocia
tion of Bundaberg, and I would like to 
quote from a report that \Vas made con
cen~jng our vi''it-

" The Goornhool~ian land is emin(~ntlv 
oSuit:od for sugar-cane growing. and all 
('Stirna.tc of 4,000 acre-: would b0 on the 
lo\\ side as to thnt '>~"hich vou1d be ayai!
~ble -.,vitho11t i11tcrfering ln an~- v a~,· 
"\vith bannna-vrowing. and \You1d QJ:p b"C 
clear of hr'lvy frost. The flHts, here 
frosty, conld be profitabl:- work"Ll •vith 
c:~ne similarh- to the• fl•L tl-t u,mplc. 
T.hc• propO'H::•d line to Ban11lP \YOn\d bt~ 
the Government g-auge of 3 feet 6 incht";'· 
anrl not 2 fPPt :·.-\ '~'~':;:. t'!l vC'n 
ye•.rs ago, when the fdl through 
o\~-ing to the mill onl, beiug· 
able to hkc an cxh-, lO.r·>!] h1:s of c: ne. 
which WRS nut sufficiellt to pa-:- for th" 
line. lVion OVC'r, tilYl.bcr \V<1~ not ~a ken 
into consideration in the c~rlier project. 
The hnrchYot.d tirnber rC';;:-ourcc-:; of thi~ 
ric.~l district an' nrncticallv unlirnitcd. 
bnt. the ~ine . b,nR bet)n ,Cle~~led ou~. 
O~nng- to tne lngn C'OSt of n1.U11ng baret~ 
v.-ood to the main line). tree·_ cont lining 
1nillions of ft·"t hnYc becil rung and an: 
st1ll stflnding. Acrnss rr'ina.na. Creek. 
th0re is a '3mal1 hclt. c-~tin1atccl tn con
tain 10,000.000 feet of yellow jacket and 
other hardvi.·ood. wl1i('h 1Yould be avail
able with railway connection to 
Goorn boorian. 

"Thr party recciYPd a \varrn welro!ne. 
l'vJr. ::\flssing- b€jng n.n old acquaintance 
of tho RodneY Brc:- ThE' others being 
jntroduc0d, all \Vcre inYited to n1ake 
thcn1selvcs at honH:>. Old times, 1vhen 
from twcntv to thirtv would bo at the 
homestead for the pttrposo of mustering 
the ;;took, were rccollod, and different 
cxnericnce;; \vere exchangPd. }.Lfter tea 
and a smoko, a n1ovc was ntad~ for 
' blankrt strePt' ·when all were soon at 
pt' tee and qu]8t.nc~.:;s 1vith the exception 
of a few dingoes, who werf' cvident]y 
trying their vocal po\vcrs. Next morn
ing. th" party's hones, which wore let go 
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ovel'1!1ght. ·were soon brought in, and~ 
after gPIHng on tlH~ out.sid0 of a good. 
sub~·tantial bre8kfast. the party ~ta1·tpd 
off for JYir. II. C. Cowic':c. retreat, passing 
through son10 Yt'l'"-' fine forest. tlw ridge.., 
bf..•in~ ri;·h r,_,d soiL l\{r. Cov.-ie's property 
j 3,15C urrcs ir c:dent, and contains 
.-,pycral fine r .. ·J ~oil rjdgf'") suitable for 
gTOVYing. whilst the Governn1cnt l·0 ti:natP 
of sawmill timbn i~ 4,500.000 superficial 
f<~ct. RE"aching :VIr. Cov.ric's at 11.30, thP 
Yisitors left their par'khors0 thcro, and 
inade off along the tnain road into Goorn
boori[lH, ,vhcre theY n10t that gcntle1nan 
rPtnrning with hiE' ·n1an. R.cturning with 
him, the midday meal, served up a la 
carte at his genial hand:::, v;a·". greatly 
Pnjo.v0d. After g-oing into dctrri!~ of the 
trip. the tour Yv'<lS continued to ~'fcssrs. G. 
and J. Elliott's •wll-appointed homes at 
the foot of l'iorth Coomboorian Mountain. 
~fr. ).1. \YPb~t.er was also mot; and, 
haYing had afternoon tc.L a start 'Nas 
1nade to go thron!:{h the' srrub around thp 
mountaiE. On the way the par~y n1et 
:Ur. J. ,JohrL-on, who, tog-ether Ycith those 
llUBJPLl prrYiously. \Yas interr,ted in t.hcir 
Yisit. On Pntcring the scrub, the Yis1tor~ 
were c:rf'atl v strnc-k with the enorrnous 
si;;:P o'f the· ITICfiSinatc and closeness at 
\Vhich tJ10~- grO\Y. rfhousand~ of thCll1 
we're to b<.::> :o;pen of jnym, n~e size, -,vhil*,t 
othPr srrub ti1nbPr was of great height 
and thickt'PS'. A fine ironbark along thf'
tra{'k raughi· ~Ir. ~nssing's Pye. it being 
r<'f'koncr1 on 80 fc<•t to the first limh and 
8 feet g·irth. The Yisitors passed through 
2 mil<'< of ~olid dense '-.crub, most of 
whid1 i:-' State n· ~~~rYC'. the otlH:r bein,rr 
he1il ]lri \Tah'J.v l, a G_vrnpic l'(l<.:;]dcnt. 
T!Je\· tlHn ca1n0 ont at the brrnana fal'Dl 
of ~lr .. -\. Dan-nr1. \vhlch. in ·1n1mon with 
~in1i~.1r nropPrt-it '· i~ showing to perfcc
tirm. Th(? .-.:rrnb soil:.. J f:lr !Het v.-it h 
v;Po't1 dP''P b1ac1;;:, ln~t on J'f1 a,.hi:lg South 
Goomhoorian. chof'o)atc to rPcl Y.as seen. 
:'IIr .. \. Han'Pn w"' the yisited, aftn 
',d1ich carn0 thP prl!'tin~· t.hf' until 
t~H1 !1C'xf mm·nin:.;. ::\lt':3,:;-r. ~n~d 
-._,.Ti:~lnv ,~-('rP thr .f!lV'~h rf :Jr. t:nd 1\Tr::: . 
.-\~ IItul':::P,:, and ::vir. :.IalkP ''as accorrnno
dnh<1 bY )~L B'1r1 :Vh:.'. ~T. \\:'pbstc,·. Nlr. 
HntFrtl, ho- 40 ctcrcs of bananas on the 
Nlftf'rn ~]on~' of South (~nomboorlan 
l\1ou•Jtnin. fhe ~oil bring red ''olcanir~ 
a!'lCl of a YC'l''\7 frc0 11ahn0. bnt it \Vn~hf'<.i 
YPfV litt]C'. ~Vfr. TJ <'lfl~(.·"l if' looking- ahead. 
n.nd has a :;;:nal1 c•xp\'1'ilnCi.tal plot on 
-,·hi·.:h be has thr0c differPnt Yoricti0- of 
bannnas. four YarjrtiC's of ::_;ugar-cnnE', and 
Lisbon len1ons." 

I have here also a copy of the e.-idcnce that 
,-,-as taken bv tlw R~Ynl Commission that 
inquirNl into the lands in and about that 
di,trict in 1911, and there is no qncstion that 
tl10 fpclin~ at that tinH' was that the lanJ 
there \Vas e1nincntlv sultnd for thr\ production 
of cane: lmt at that time the Dauplc mill 
wa~ not ~ufficientlv large to treat the cane 
that could be prodi1c0d i,-, the -distr;ct_ Since 
then the canacitv of th<' Bauplc mill has been 
co'"iderabl; inc1-eased. At the present time, 
cane has t~ be hauled over long -distances to 
the mill; and, if cane can he preduccd on 
the land adjacent to the milL it woul-d haYe 
a better chance of being a finar.cial success. 
A lot of the cane that is being treated at 
Dauple has to he railed from Pia lba, a dis
tance of 61 miles; and. if we coul-d connect 
Goomboorian with Gnnalda, it- would bring 
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the distance from Goomboorian to the Bauple 
mill within 35 miles. Furthermore, if that 
line wcr,, constructed. it would not onlv be 
of benefit to thi,, mill, but of benefit to" the 
whole district. It is ollll· about 16 mile-; from 
Gy!<tpiP, and the road ].::, in a very bad state 
of repair; ar:d. if they get ruilwav connec
tion, the settlers would Le able L:J "travel to 
Gympie by rail, and '.\onld al~o have an 
opportunity of sending thci1· vrodlL:e to that 
cctttre. Quib recccth the hun. member for 
Cympie, Mr. Dunsbti1, the hon. member for 
Cooroora, .Mr. \'\'alker, and m·:wlf waited 
O!l the Prcrnicr t'J see ,,hat coult~l be done in 
con!Jcct:ion V\ ith this tnatter. and '\\€ received 
a reply to the effr•ct that the mntter would 
b·: carefully considerPd. both bv the Railway 
T>epartrncnt and tlw ·a(~nt'raf :J..fanagcr o"f 
State Sugar )Iills, a~'d that the general 
r:na11ap;cr won1d be asli::Pd to report on the 
lJror)osal, to de~'idc \Yh·~~hor it \\ ns practir
ablc, ~nd what 1! would cost. The people in 
th~ dn~_tnct A re VC'l'~' ent.hu:3iastic ronrcruing 
th1s railway, and I sirccrreh· hope the reports 
:'~Jll hn of ::;:ueh an encouraging nature as to 
nrdure thf' Prcrnif'r to grant this vcr;~ fine 
f1tr;7r!1 o£ Ja~d railway couuuuniration.~ Not 
Olll:- 1~ the land CJninC'ntlv suited for cultiYn
t.i~oll_. but it also carrif's af1 enonnous quantitv 
ot tnil~r-r. IIa1:d\vood is 'found ln abundance~; 
and. 1f the nnlway \Ycrc built, the Govc-rn
r:nt>nt wou.ld dt>rive a COl' .id('rablo revenue 
h~on\ th~:. tin!bC'r i:1 th0 district, as it v ~nlld 
cLab1c Lat tJmbcr to be brought to a m<nket. 

In connection_ with ontdoor relief, I v. ould 
pomt out thn~ m 1914-15 the amount granted 
1~1 ~utdoor rebcf "\\ -~s :::o~ncv,·h re nLout £5.000 
\Yh:Je ,la~t year_ thP amount plaC'ed on~ th~ 
f'stunatt" for th1s purpose was no les·', a 11111 

thfm £177.000. Iu a 8tat' like Que;ns-
laml, whc·re . arc• told there is so much 
pr~)Sj)('nty, It IS appalli:1g to thinL:: that such 
a 1arge an.1ocunt of rnoney has to bo found 
fnt th" n'hc1 of lrl€n "'\ho, unfori.unatelv, in 
Dlf1 r:y ca~t are not al1o'\'0d to tn ko mu}Jlo";
P1l'!Jt. 1-urth;:'rmore. the pcr·on who r.r 0 't::: 
~·;'!H•f mu~t de,~l~r(' t_hat. he:: is de·,tjtute; it.,n~d, 
1.._ tl1at rc-.c!ulatJon L c.uriPd out. we mu·t 
ha n• a bt pf d<)stitute pcoplo iu Queensland 
~t the pre.oept llJ11e. I would like to quote 
trorn rr rntt1ng trmn thC' "Alert,'' a nnncr 
conducted by ono of thr leading men i~l f:he 
La.bonr n1on•n1ent. a r.nan ·who is game to 
get u:.; and s_tate y·:hat he thinks of tJu~ pH~
~ent ( -nYcrnruent, and to Rctv it nub1ielv or 
priyntcly. Ill r(~mn0ction 1vitL U'"::f';nploy'!,ncnt 
rittTo·n~::: .. thP ;rh tor ?f thi J p~:_pcr >:vS that 
L10_ s.\·~·dCln aaoptcd 111 c:onncrtlon w1th relief 
rfl;t'on;;: wr'' w~stcful ~nd dtgra.ding; that 
\Y ncrr the n pplH 1.nt ·was able to work, "'-'ark 
should he pro,·ided. He wos satisfled that 90 
J10r ~0n~. of those se('king r01ic~f CJ;"rcatly 
prcfcrrc-o to work rather than rerf'iYP ratj0 n's 
as rt dole; and, if a rnan was aLle to '~~ark 
and would not ":ork, then ho should not get 
r·ehd. A meetmg was reeentlv held in 
Bund<ibcrg by the Trad0s a:rld J..~abour 
Ccu.:c1l at which the S) 4'J!ll :in connection 
\vith the rlistribution of 'rations wa,s sev!:'relv 
coudmnr:ed. ~ 

[5 p.m.l 
The following motion wa. carried at that 

meeting-:-
"That this bodv of representative 

unio~J~~ts. einphaticnll.v prote:::;t again~t the 
humJllahng method of ration distribution 
as lwing wrong in principle and de
n~orali~in~ in effect, and ask that in 
future rations should nGt be given free." 

I notice that this year the Government has 

reduced tho an1ount on the Estin1atc·-; fur 
outdoor relief to £52,072. There cannot be 
rnuch vrospe1·ity in 'Jueenslaud \Yhcn the 
UoventrneHt bnvo to put such a la:rgc a1nouni 
011 the Eotimutcs for rhe relief of destitutr· 
people. It shm,·s that the po ition of affair
is bad when thev ha Ye to do that. \\' e shall 
probably find wh-Pn the end of the year comes, 
that that amount will have boon coHsiclerablv 
inereasccl. \Yhat do''' the hon. member fo"r 
Do wen sa.v in connection with outdoor reljef? 
Speaking" on the matter in 1915 (vide "l'Ian
sard," page 2631) the hon. member said. in 
reply to tlle leader of the Opposition-

,, Surely he was not goiEg to blan1e 
the presL'llt GoYernrrll'llt for that. How 
could the GoYernment be responsible for 
what had taken place in I\lay Ol' J-une. 
rrhat was the effect of the 11ast Govern
m(•nt.:., ttnd the pre,;;nt distros., \Vas the 
pffect of pa;:t Governinents. 

''How could they right the wrong of 
centuries in less than a session of Par
liament' It was impossible for them to 
do it. They were going step bJ step, 
and if after they had been in power 
fu three years the sarno number of per
sons had to get relief it would then be 
t!w duty of the Opposition to criticise 
then1." 

I think the hon. mernbc>r will agree that I am 
J.oing rr1y J.uty on this occasion, because, 
while only £5,u00 odd was expended in relief 
in 1915, the amount expended last year 
amounted la no les, than £177,000. Yet we 
had the present Secrcta:r:y for l\li11es during 
the Paddington elpction campaign recent]_. 
dating--

.. The} could no•',' sec the lining ahead, 
and \Yithin hvo HlO~!ths thoro ',\ ould not 
be one unmnployed nutn in Queensland 
who \\"US \villing to work." 

I say that is casti11g a slur on many n1en 
\vho are unable to 1~L·t v.:ork. There are
ntall"' IllCll .iu <.2tWPHsland to-day \rho, owing 
to lltdu::,trit:::; not bei!lg; pr03lJerou::;, are 
unable to find vvork:. 

The Govcrninent haYc no doubt done soine
thiug to their credit ia comwctiou \Yith the 
Forc,try Departmtclt, but I neotict· that the 
Forc-:try E~tirnatc·-.• hay,.\ this year been 
decreased by £8,345. If the Forestry Dcpart
rncnt js goi11g to be for the bcnciit of Queons
lalld, I thi11k it is uuv,·ise to cut do\Yn the 
Esti1nate,:;; but 1 ani it;clincd to think that 
the dcpartme11t. is sLuttir,~ up a lot of land 
adjacent to n1arkets and rail·,~ ays which 
could be usec_l for a!" ricultural purposes. 
Just. recently, in the (;.ympic distric~, the 
depnrtn1ent has bec'n r ttlH::·r Uw:;_y ;;hutting 
np 20,000 acres of sc·n>b lauJ iu tlr Glftston
bur · diotrict. I wac oppoocd ro the shnt.ting 
up of that very fine area of Cro\Yn land·:~, as 
it could be uoed for agricultural purp03CS, 
and I sincerely hope that tho Minister will 
do all in his power to lm;-e that. land thrown 
(pen for selection. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S1IITH: \V hat lanJ are 
you referring to? 

Mr. CLA YTOC\J: To 20,000 acres of land in 
the Glastonbury district, adjacent to Cympie. 
I understand that 1 per cont. of the land 
in Queensland is no'.'i Llsed for forestry pur
pose'-1, and it seems pretty hard on the t-otvn 
of Gympie that 15 per rent. of that land 
should be in the Cympie district. Some• 
peopio say that it is for the benefit of 
Gympie that so much land should be closed 
up for forestry purposes. We know that 

]J.lr. Clayton.] 
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nuwh of onr land adjacen(· to Inarkets and 
to ntil\Y::tY''l C'Hlld be employed in cultivat~on 
and in thu ,.,ttlemcnt of people, and I thnJ k 
it is the duh of the Govermncut to allow 
that land to be t.bro\Yll op£'n for agrieultnr:1l 
purpo' e;-;. There i~ plentv of land which is 
not close to railways or" to Inark(-;;t \vh-ich 
could he utilised for tin1bc•r rf'scrves, and 
·r think that the Govornn1cnt should n1ovc 
in that direction. 

At 5.5 p.m., 
~lr. Dt•~oTAK ((/ympic), one of thu panel of 

Ternrwrary Chairrncll, relie,·cd the Chairtnan 
in the chair. 

:\'lr. CLA YTOX: r\ t. ihe pn "'nt time the 
area of la11d hc·ld for ti;nber purposes iu th(~ 
Uyn1ple di~t ·ict. is about r:LOOO acres, of 
which 55.000 acres come undC'r the do'".ignn~ 
tion of tin1bcr ro~cry, s, whilt" the balance 
of cla,~ .. ;;it!ecl a;.: f:;tatc fore::,t"::<. 
t that dw ~tlinistcr will f'l'(' 

ltis "\Y:p· nut lo conn:rt this land into a State 
forest, but to havo it pl'oclaimed as a timber 
rt er.-r. In e:at connocti:-n, a JepuL~tioH 
;,yaitcd on the ~.:.ini~~,cr th(~ other day, a11cl 
WC tl'U:3t that the llOll. ?eJJtl('lll<tll will grant 
the l'c'(}lH'St of the deputation. 

\Yt' hr'al' a great deal fron1 the SPc-re~ :-..,rT.' 
for Public~ Lands in c.cmncct.ion -,·ith the 
~hortugc of ti1nb~'l' in Qw:pnsland. I do not, 
kno\v "\Vh(~thcr that is in keeping ,, ith sornP 
of the things which ha Vl' done lr.~ the• 
(i-over-nrnPnt latelY. I tha1 a 
short tin1c ago so~rno 500.000 ~nprd1ci8l fo('t 
of first-cla::;;s pine \VCllt otlt of Queensland in 
the log. By allovving ti1nller to go out i11 th'-' 
lo:.r,, a lot ci ·work i ~ takPn a,~-av fro1u a 
{ . .;t~uat n1any rncn, v:ho \Yonld oth(•l'"\'' i~c lw 
crnployed in the timber -i11dnstry, not otdy in 
obtaining the ~og··., but in bay]n~ the~ 1imlJcl' 
cut nn locatlv. I thlnk th(Jt, il ill Lc•curncc· 
th2 COYernrnCnt to Pxport log-: -.,,·h~~n '.Yt' luv.-o 
up-to-date a1nni1ling plilrJt··', in the ~\}ar-o;
borongh di,trict and ~kj]Jpd nlt'll \\·ho arc 
in a p,.,;itinn to deal >\ith the· timber. \Yhcu 

end tiznl-H!r o~tt of tl:.r,; Hi it. honld 
in a flni .h~d form. fror.1 tl!e 

Andi1or-Gcncrd's report thP Gon:rll-
t:nf 1t h t Ye rna ~r- a lo·.. o·.:er £256,0CJ un 
thc;r State 'nlLrprise-:. (iink tlwt. if the 
monPy which ha;-: bee 1 jnyc in State 
er;h'rpris~·~ had lx~cn pe:H de.....-eloping 
rc.-opc>ratwn <J.nong~t tlu.· prochwer'. a grt•at 
dc,al ruoro good \Yonld ha,~o rc·m!toJ. \Ye 
hav(• co.urwration in collllectiun with our 
l?t;tL•r ff!.ctori(_- ,, "\Yhich l!a:; Lc'.CU ye;-y 
hu. aJJd also Ill conllt.'ehnn ~ 1th otncr 
of fa~-toriL.::. I v:ould l.ikr. tu refer io the 
report of dw Qnceuslancl Co-oporutiYe Bacon 
Company. at }Iurarric, ·which is an uud('l'· 
taking- ~olcly owned by tho sup}lliC>rs. Thn 
men who supply the pigs to the comprrny get 
all the p1·olit. whieh is derived from thP sale 
of th0 Iini~hcd article to the COllSUIYlf'l'. 

The report srrys-
" During that noriod 33,444 (or a 
eekly average of 644) pie-s wore trPated 

-n.n incn-:-ase of 7.551 over the '"''lme 
period of last :,-ear. The average price 
paid for ba.conero, including deferred 
pay. was ne, ))Cl' lb. Due to the 
improvf'nicnts n1ade to handle pig~ rnorc 
promptly from start to finish, and the 
increasf'd supply, a saying of £2,100 in 
working exppnses 'vas effected as con1-
parnd with 1921. A pork delicacy can
ning- plant w.:s installed, and operations 
were commenced on 8th J>1arch, 1922, 
ancl the goods arc giving satisfaction to 
buyers. 

[ J:[ r. Clayton. 

.. The balance-sheet shows that 011 ht 
,Tulv last VC'ar stock;-; in hand renr(~Sf:nted 
£30,039. "l'urchrt.,Ps of pigs ru1d manu
Llcturing chargps tot.nllod £137,723; sales 
of goods totalletl £157.312; and siocb 
on ha11d were valnl'd nt £25.~51, lcrn·ing 
the Lalanec to profit acconnt (gros;.;), 
£15.403.'' 

I think t..his rr port reflects great credit on 
th(• n1anagcr and directors of that cornpany. 
l am Ycry proud to be assoeiatcd with the 
Inana.ging- director oi that conlrHtny, the 
hon. IllL'tnlwr for Cooro.ora., who is also a 
D1emlwr of this r)arty. I sincerely hope that 
thr' (~O,'( nuncnt '';-ill takf: a lPsson fro111 us 
in conLcc~ion \vith th~ "\vorking of the co
opt:~r:ltiYe n1ovcn1ont, ancl apply our nH~thods 
to 1nany of their State cntc'rpriscs. (Hear, 
hcnr !) 

The redistribution of scab_; is a 1natt0r to 
vd~ich we arc inclined to giYe a little 
thought, c~peciall:, n1Cn1lwn; of this party, 
lJLcnnsn \VC have been unfortunate in that 
""'' ha \'C lost four Conutry party seats 
throue-h the action of the Commi,siom•rs. I 
re~·! i ~~ lhrd·. i £ \F~ can get to the country, 
W,' sh Jl pull ll)l that !lumber by 5:1 per 
"-·-'11 at the Y81'V lea:--t. \Y.hat strlk- rne 
n·~ rather stran;;:e~ is the way the Plectoratcs 
hrrn· be •n distributed. The Uympic clec
torah•. I nnclt'rshuHl, c·ontajns 5.013 0Icctors, 
tlu: }ln.ryborough Pl(~ctoratc 6.166, and \Yidc 
Ba.,..' 5.973. I cannot fur the life of rr1e 
nn;ll•rsta.nd v,·hv the Conn:ni::;sicHH'rs could not 
dj.,-i.de those l~·lectoratc;; m . .ore equjtabl:v. 

:_-\lr. BEBDlYGTOX: They Jld not vyant to. 

::\Ir. CLA YTO:"J: I am inclined to think 
tl!c•l'C is a method in tlk >;ay the Plcctomtc' 
~1<1Yt~ been distributed, but it goes to how 
that wr "\VPre unfortunatt~ in :not having 
ether .£llell ab Con1n1issiorwr., to a ttodd to 
that Lw..:;t inli)OJ"liant work. Three ne\V t-eat; 
ha.....-c been rrcatPd jn the 1nctropolita..n area. 
Tlwt ~;oos to show the drift of the popu!a· 
tion dcnvn If th0 population i:3 ~, Jing 
t') drift to largt~ cenh'PS, n,nd "re haYe 
the -:arne Commi':.sio'H'lJ dealillg 'vi.th these 
rnnttcrs. in time '\ve n.n~ going to lo~c Inorc 
Conntry party :seats, a11d +1--c D1Ptropo1ltnn 
area, ,,-ill haxc gT!!<it<•l' rcpl'P~cntati()D than 
\Y'~ hrn·c, ::tnd \\'C shn1l haYe i'o look into 
tht· matter of proportional rqtl'PG ~nt:1tion 
a-; sr:t_~g·p~tPd b:· the ll(m. n1c-rn1Jf~l' for Dray· 
ton thP otlwr C>Ycni'ng. Thrcf~ C'on1n1i~"'sloners 
were- npJJOintecl by the- (;.oyernm·_,nt, and at 
tl,,, time the rcclistr-ibntion of sr,ats 'Yas 
taking place 'n: ha.d 1dud: was kno·, 11 as 
the' Economv Board g'ning tbronp·l1out the 
ll'ngth and 'lneadth of Q1v"_l!~bnd. ::;a('king 
nwn and won1r·n frorn the H.:uhvJ.y Dcpart
rrJeut. The Govcrnn1Pnt were tr.ving- to 
eeorH>Ini,.e_ y~t they paid th0sn ~hn\0 

1 
C~In

lni~~ioners, oVPJ' and above then· sa.tanes. 
whi('h were pretty substantial, a. bonn'3 of 
two hundn•d guineas each. That is th·· way 
tlw Uon'rninPnt are treating thn \YOtking 
rnan. T.hev arc looking aftPr one sC'ction of 
the commtmity, although the•, go on th<> 
plntfonn at Plcctiun time and say that there 
is onlv onP s0ctlon that the"<' worry ::> .... bout. 
Some" of them admit that they arc rlass
rr_~n~cions, a.nd [,hat they arC' only ou~ to 
look after on8 cla::-~, and not all ~N'tlons. 
I an1 very p]ensPd to say that that if' a 
striking contrast to the methods that are 
adopted b.v th< Countr; part,v and. to the 
methods that will he auopterl by thts party 
'vhen '' o arc returned to power at the~ next 
election. 

0PPOSTTIO:\ :\h"IBERS : I-T ear. hna r ! 
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Mt·. RCLCOCK (llurron): One \Yould 
i1naginc .. to hear tbo critiC'isn1s cmning fr01n 
hon. members opposite, that Queensland is 
in a very unhappy po~·itiou. If hon. Incm
lwrs will study the focts and figurPs of 
indnstrv as \YO haY(' thmn set forth in tho 
CClmrno'n we1lth Shtistics, and as thev appear 
frc1m day to day in the Yarious pub1it"~tion~ 
and.. D0\VS1JaPf·rs, quit,.-.. an opposite vie\v is 
pr< 'ruted to the people of Queensland. 
GoVER~1IE~~ J\1E1dllER~: If enr, hear! 

Mr. 13CLCOCK: It is therefore, apparent 
tha.t hon. mcn<bms OflJlOsite, in their dire 
n~'C('"<·,ity. are atten1pting- to Lobte1· up a 
cau~o that has no solid ~Structure anJ no 
snbstantja.l foundation. 

IV e ha Ye hoMd a good de a I from hon. 
n1crnbrrs opposite about the condition of 
thr~ pastoral indllstry, and HlOl'O c.;;,JwCia.lly, 
haYc they referred to rPpndiution in rela
tion to ,DnJL' h--~'isiation thnt '".(' nas;;cd in 
1920. Tn regard to that r pudiation, thee· 
~aid that there w,ls no ju~tifl~ation fot thc 
Bill that wr introduced, and that the 
(~ov<~rnn:lC'nt \YPro impc ,.-:;ing a hardship on 
an industry that could ill afl'md to P"> it. 
In VE''·t\~rdnv's '' Cou.ricr'' LherP \VC'l'C "orno 
Ploq-uPnt fiiurc,,, wl1ich verv substani,i allv 
disposo of the statcrnent~ ;uade bv holl. 
nwnibcr;;; oprJO::·itp conrPrnint-r thf' :'ant o£ 
pro:.;;perit~v· in at lw~st OJH' big branch of the 
pastoral indu~tr:·. 

::\1r. .T. H. C. RoDEHT~ : \rh:, t llJ per did 
you ::-a~v-thf' " Courier:' .' 

""fr. RCLCOCK: y, ·. I \\111 r:uolc• horn 
your 11aper aften·vards ou tlw samo snbJPCt. 

:\Ir. Bc.~mxGTOX: '1Yhel pap: r i> time 'I 

Mr. BULC'OCK: '·The Producers' 
Review." 

:\lr. BEBBe\G'l'OX: It F 11ut our papf't; yDu 
bought it. 

~lr. PK\~l':: l_' ou arc tht' only pro plc \Yho 
d() an,r.- buyjng. 

:J.Ir. JH~LCOCK: I nn1 not golng t<' be 
rlra \Yll Dfr the track by the !tolL rnernber 
for Dra.~·ton. Du1ing the last few davi3 there 
were de patched from Biaekall soYcr;l trains 
loaded with w,Jol. 'l'ho first train took 330 
~ons of ,yoo!, the 'Ocond 452 tons, the •'hire! 
u51 tons, and the fourth 336 tons: m· a 
tDtal of 1.472 torl' Nunrlv the whoh' of it 
canle fron1 the big pa:-tnrc~l holdings in the 
neighbourhood of Bluckall. <Jnd it \\aS 

!rucked at a little Wa)~side siding called 
Alalyerton, a little to the west nf Blac:kall. 
It 1s necp~~nr.v to tak( into consideration 
tlH, ya]ue of those 1,472 tons of \\-nol sent 
a way from Bla.ckall dtlring- the last few 
clays. Th~: ';Courier," 1u its colnnnt" of 
;;~stcrday, gave smno cstin1nte of thu Yaluo 
ot ·wool at LiYf'rpool, ,yJH'l"P clean, scoured 
\;ool was quoted at fr'?m 49d. to 27d. per lb. 
111t' 11"\ era go 1s consJdf'rably higher than 
2\d., _and up to 49d. for verv fine wool. 
~Iw ·• Cc:uricr" con·csylo.:ndPnt. · tdegTal?hing 
frc:n1 LtvP~'J?ool, sta.ted_ that cvery~hing 
pomted to !me woe;! bcmg required on a 
large scale m the future'. Tlwsc were not 
hi3 exact vords, but that was the dl'cet of 
them. VIe know that the operation of 
buyeri3 IS \~cry· proneunccd in the wool 
mark<·ts of the world to-do:r. \Ve know that 
tho re torntion of the bahncc of cunencv 
bchvf'cn the various contin0nta 1 countrie-s 
and GruJ Britnin-Grcat Britain in this 
in,.tance being the chi~::f rnarkcting contre 
of many of onr hig-h (]nality wools-will 
rncaa that the demand will be vcrv keen. I 
ha vc no h0sitation in saying, as 'I said in 

tho £-ir,·t spf~cch I do1ivcrc:d in this I-Iouso, 
that the "·ool market 1rill continnc '" bL• 
increasingly satisfactorv. It is .-;ntisfact.orv 
and it will' become mo1:e sntisfador: as tim.P 
goes Dn. \Vhcn we con-idor that l.472 tons 
of \Yool came from one little corner of 
Quccnshnd, and that the market price is 
from 49d. to 27d. pl•r lb., it will give you 
some idea of tne value of the wool. 

l'vlr. J. H. C. RonERTS: Is that scoc1red 
wool' 

Mr. BCLCOCK: It 1s clc•an >courcd. 
Divide it hv 2 and )'Dll ' ill gnt the 
scoured \Vcol." I am surprised <lt an hoJJ. 
PH~JDbcr professing to be a juJge of v~'onl 
n1aking· an irre]eyaut interjection like that. 
That brings n11J to another cm~sideration, and 
it is a very essential one. I \Yould voint out 
1-hat certain pa torrtl holdingJ i11 the Ccutrai 
\Ye~tPl'll and other parts of QnPen,slnnJ are 
faHing d1w jn the near futuro. TlH'y arn n~ . 
the type of holding which ha,; produced the 
big quantitiPs of ·wool which I h<l\·c PIIamcL 
ratt:d. The incliYiduaL:; controlling thoso big
pn':itoral JH'OpPrti('':> an~ not lightly going tn 
relinqui·,_,h such a very valua.h]P inconH~, rnorc 
espceinlly when you C·c11' ider that thPir pr{J 
duct i~ goiug to be niOl'l' and ryot lc~s va,·t
able in tllP futnrc. \Yithin the nn:t • c:J r or 
fo hug.' areas of the be.;;;t open do\Yll.:S: ~nun1 ry 
in CL'lJtral (JuL'C'D''land are fa l1ii1g tluc·. 

:11r. Pvz:;r:: L'nparall<:>lcd c:ountry. 

:\lr. RCLCOCK: Country unparalleled in 
Au~1-rr:lia, a:-! n1v '"orthv friend tho h<Jn. rneln
ber for ii{;tc}Je'il iut0r:jects) f(!f tbl' lJHl"}JO~~e 
for vd1ich it is iilh~ndccl. It is free front p0st, 
frL'C' froin lh'<H. ntnlilng shl~C'~) ithont thu 
in1 , vcntiou of any di~P:l"{'. a Ina_·,lliflcnnt 
herit~1~· for Quec11slanll. Is it hun!nn nature 
that thc pcDplu who arP codrollillg thio land 
ehonld lightly l'Clinqnish it'? 

~1r. ELPIIIKS'TOXE: \Yhy do you not rc•lin· 
quish thc•c bPnd1es? 

J\lr. BFLCOCK: If \\'C r<:>linqniolwcl the"' 
hc·nc·h{"'~. thP big pastoral crnnpanics, who are 
~ti'l\ ing n1ight and 111ain to gain extc·n.- iou:-; 
of tlwtr leases, \Ycmld a:-.~crt their iuH~tPll!'· 
<1nd derna.nd that rne1nlwrs 110\\' oYer then~ 
~houid grant tho.-:e exttnsi<HIS, a·o \Yas donn in 
1902. So t:i~)Oll a"'· the~y got ac\. to i he -l' 

bQnclw~. ·n :-·oon 't.Vou]ll the poljc:v whlrh \Yl' 

IW.Y( FJdvo1 dtf'd of closer settletncnt in Central 
Qut'•'n:-.1nnd be destroyed. 

1.-Tr. ~ronG.\X: rrhe Denhan1 GoVC'l'll"!"Y!f.'Ilt 

cut up nH!r-e ]cascholdf.i than your GGYl'l'll
rncnt. 

:Mr. IrCLCOCK: TJv, Denham Govern
ment. cx.tPadcd lorrsf>, and do not forget that 
approrrchP.s have- bc~on n1adc to mr-mhcr..:.. of 
1)ar1ian1<)ut to sound tlH~ln H~ to tht-ir atti
tndc npon the splitting up of fHF!Dral prn
pcrties. I a1n convincecl that this Govern
rncnt n1us.L in the intcl'C':_t,, of OnP.;nsla.nd. 
cut up the big- areas and put ~f'1f'cl:or~ on thP 
land. 

l\1r. l\10RGAX: \Vo D re all of the ~::nne 
opinion. 

'J\Ir. Bl:'LCOCK: It is intcrcstinr.; to !war 
the hon. member make that intcrjechon, in 
YiC\Y of tlw fact that the he ad man of the 
Count-ry part;-, l\1r. Edkins--

Owosnrmr J\TE:IIBERS: Xo. 
Mr. Bl:'LCOCK: It is all YC!'V well fcT 

th0n1 to repudiate hiut. ~ 
Mr. ELP!IIKSTONE: You do n0t know v:hat 

you are talking about. 
'Mr. BULCOCK: I know a great deal more 

of what I am talking about than the hon. 

Mr. Bu!cock.] 
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member. Thn hon. member comes to Qu •rn,. 
land, c~tabli~hPs hi1nsP1f here) and proft~es s 
to tell thi < Houee what th<' trur needs of 
Qu0en.;;;Jaud arP, epeaking from the ex pc ri
€'nre. not of a lifct.irnc-aB do rnost rncn in 
this Honsc~hut frDrn an P-..:pcrjcnrc ('Xt0nd
ing, after all, o\~-01' only a fr;w ye~ 1 

2\fr. ::110HGAX: He has more oxpcri<:>nc 
than you haYc. 

11r. Dl~LCOCJ(: I aJn Australian-born. 
}fr. Er.PHINSTONE interjected. 

Mr. BGLCClCK: I think Qllcensland would 
h; a bettt•r place for the ab,cnce of the hon. 
l!lt:mber. 

The TEMPOIL\RY CHAIRTIIA:"': Order~ 

}1r. BGLCOCK: Ho":ner. let me pro· 
~0od. Hon. rnctnbers oppo.;itt: int-criPrtcd 
that the ckser settlement nolicv "·ould be 
rmrsuc 1 if thov had occui1a tion of the'"' 
iH:>nf'he". T \;·ould dra\v "\ttPntion to thf~ fnd 
that Mr. Edkins. tho unofficial lt"ader of th0 
Countr~' part:":. vvonlrl. br oppo~ed to any 
such proposal. because he stands, not for the 
small in tercets. but for the big, pastore l 
illt0res1·~ in Quren-;land. 

Mr. MoRG,.L : Did you read what ,J oscph 
Silver Co11ing-s said? 

\Tr. BT~LC:OCK: Never tnit>,rl what he 
.-aid; I arn r0-.:ponsiblc for ·wh~1t I say. 

:VIr. 2\IoHGA;\: And EO un? \YL' fnr vYhat \VC 

J\tir. BlTLC:OCK: You sprnk as a part.'. 
1\1 r. Er.PHI:\STOXE : So do yDn. 

:>Ir. BL'LCOCK: You a 1l recognise that 
-:_>.'OU nJ.nE=-t speak as a party. 

l\ilr. J\IoRG\~:: So must :vou. 
Mr. BULCOCK: At anv rate. 1\Ir. Edkins 

does speak for the part,,. herau~c \YE:' a11 
know how bankrupt of idc~1s thc_'l arc \Vi thout 
him. 

J\Ir. BEBBING'l'O~:: At any rate, your people 
could not buy him. · 

Mr. RCLCOCK: We did not want to. We 
hav0 had r1 good deal of rriticj~,m sincP \VC 

assembled thj" session of state1nent;;:: nrade b\' 
the S0crl'tar~' for l\Iines during- the Pad(lini-· 
ton b:,··election campaign. Hon. members 
Dpposite have said that statements v·erc made 
by tho"e engaged in tlH' enn1palrn for 
Lab-ou1~ that were not in n_("·t_ordnnc~ with 
fact, but •Yore calcnla L'd to mi, kad the 
\Vorkors. 

1\Ir. ELPF1~~STO~E: Is tLat not true? 
xrr. BT;Lf:OCK : It is not true. 
:V!r. ELPHIXSTOXE: "You don't UlHkrstand. 

}lr. BeLCOCK: If my intellect were as 
low a;, th<' intellect of the patronisin/2" mem
ber opposite, I would arln1it that I did not 
understand it. "When the Nationalist can
didatC' opened hiR ra.n1paign during the recent 
Paddinl2"ton bv-eiPetion, hn made certain 
::tat.··n1cnb. and I ha,~e b0fore n1e a cuttin;: 
from thn "Conrier," their O\YD officinl organ. 
lwadccl "National Po1iC'v; I-Ielpin7 \Yorkel,: 
Mr. Fi~hcr Opens I-Ii~ CanYpaign,'' and con
taining the following statenwnt :-

"Our opponents havo >aid that we 
wish to reduce vv~A!f'R and abolish the 
Arhitration Court. ,That is a deliberate 
untruth made bv the Gm·0rnment to mis· 
lead the electoi·s. The :\'"ationa! part.\· 
stands for the prc ,ervation of the 
\vorkPrs' present standard of living. 

" This definite announcement of the 
attitude of the National party towards 

f .11 r. Bulcock. 

th0 wnp-c's qu0stion was rf'co-Tveci with 
apprDv~l by a gathering of cloctors in 
thP p,,h·i<' terrace State school last 
night." 

TlJ0rc is a definite exprr,.o;ion of on1n1on 
frout !-he :\'"atlonali~ts. They sny H{rough 
tlwir mouthpiecf', Mr. Fidwr, thnt thev do 
not conte1nplate any reduction of \VagC's~ ,vet 
nnlv recently we had the ir:tC'rc:-·ting spec
tacle of the hon. member fc•r Townevillc 
mm·ing a motion for a 10 JWr ce1•t. rodncfon 
and securing the support of the :\'ation ,,list 
party. 

2\Tr. GREEN: A 10 per cent. rpduction of 
what? 

"\;fr. BFLCOCK: A 10 per cent. reduction 
of v1agc~. 

Mr. Ecr>HD:STOXE: You know that is 
\\TOltg. Correet it! 

Mr. BTJLCOCK: Hon. member' opposite 
belong not to an organisation of State extent, 
hnt to an org-anisation \Y11irh 0-xhmds OYf'r 
the wholn ·of the Commonwealth; and it will 
h0 lnh~resi"ine- to see \vhat is b0ing done in 
Xcw Rnnth \Vales to asrcrt::tin hfnY far t.ho 
l\'ntionalist parhT policy, as out1in0d hy ~'Ir. 
Fish0r whPn tH' waR running ::t,Q'fl in;;:,t thP 
ScrrPt1ry for ;viinf'~ :in Pndding-ton, hE~s b"en 
iq.:.tlfif'd or othcr~.vi~o hv n<..:nlt;:,;, !\fr. Fishct· 
;;:::1Jd th8t it \Y::n a dt=>liborab:- 1nis tat0mcnt 
thnt thr N ,tionali-,t parhT "'tnod for R rPduc
•_ion of y,'!1Q;CS, Dr that th0 ~atim1~1Hst pnrty 
,,on_g-llt to intr rft'r0 \Yith the st>1ndard of lh·inr; 
0f th·· ,r.,rkc·rs. y-f't th" f:<"U11C part:'\' in Now 
Snurh \\-nl•s are 'vithdra\Yinr th<' ri"~:il ~Pr
,-ants frnm thP an~bit of the .\rl1ltrnt;on 
Cmnt. TlH• snn1c party in Kt'•'+" Soutb \Va]e,~ 
88". in efFPrt. tl1nt thP ciYil ~-erY!lnts ::-hn1l 
po.t h::!Y0 nrrr",,.,, to thP A rhitrn.hon f';ourt. but 
thnt the Cabinet shall adjurliut,c upDn their 
ala riP~ or wages. 

A GO\"ERK1TEXT J\1Eo!BER: And th0~· ere 
r0dncing them. 

-;v1r. Til'LCOC:K: Of course the~· nre rPdnc· 
ing the::n; ant! I ,,·oulrl h0 vPr:V sorry if tlH~ 
pt;blic senants of Queensland were left to 
~-h0 t0nrler merrios of ventlf'men :;:ittin~ on 
th~ Kation·dist bPnches in this lion~c. 

:\Ir. ~IotwA:-r: Thev \Yrrc a lot better q_tis
fi.ccl under that syel<'rn than they arc to-day. 

~,Ir. BeLC'OCK: I will show as I go along 
wh "thrr thf'v arc hPHE'r sati~ficd IH''"" or not. 
Thct< is in N0w South \Vales a b;g movement 
for the rc.durtion of \i\'nges. and \Yagcs have 
berm Yerv substantially reduced. I-Iavc we 
reducPd them in the ~amc proportion as in 
:\'c,.t, Sonth Wales? Of course. we have not. 

The hon. member knows that we 
[5.30 p.m.J have not. \Vhat is the g·oorl of 

trYing to holster up an argum0nt 
f,y a f>dse st;ggcstion? Let me go a little 
ft·u·th r. \Vag(n are being reducecl very sub
etantiallv in New Sonth \Yolcs. There is a 
scriou~ ]1ropo~ition which is going 1 o be put 
into pffprt -in the near fu~nre, and the W~L_g-es 

• of the Police Force arc to bo increased by 
1~. a day so long as thn pr.:'·.,.cnt di~contcnt 
rontinu0~. Snrelv the GovPrnrnent of J\'"ew 
Sonth \ValeR mu~t be afraid of tlH• \vorkcrs 
\vh0n the~v are going· to incrPase the 'vages 
of the Police Force. in order that they may 
ha.ye a force, 1£ neccs~ary, for the violent 
~ubjPction of the workers in the event _of 
~heir ;ef:;ist\ng the reduction in wages wh1ch 
IS tnking Jll<lC('. 

Mr. MORGAN: You suggest that the police· 
men in New South Wales are being bought? 
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Mr. BULCOCK: I do not suggest anything 
,:Jf the sort. I say they arc being giYcn ls. 
a day more. 

Mr. :\1oRGAN: For what purpose' 

Mr. BULCOCK: I leave that to the intelli
'l"ence of tho hon. member. :\Ir. Fisber said 
al'o that he stood for the pn <crvation of the 
workers' present standard of living. Hon. 
members on the other side time and again 
haYe assnred us that the hours which are 
being worked arc too short. The hon. mem
ber for Oxley has had the courage to cmno 
into thi::; llousc and say, " I stand for th(~ 
·Pxtcn~ion of tho average nun1ber of hours 
lJBing worked by the workers." 

Thtlr. MoRGAN: To forty-eight hours-a goGd 
period, too. 

~1r. BGLCOCK: The hon. member 
belonged to tho ~ationali;;;;t, part:v when he 
Jnadc that statP1ncnt, yet ~Tr. l•'isher, au 
'~piring colL•ague of his, v,ras te]Jing the 
people outside that the Xationalist part.r 
~t.ood for the preservation of the V',..orkers' 
prc~ont standard of livelihood. \Yages and 
hours arc the iwo chief factors in dctcnnining 
1 he ·.tanclard. It is obvious that. since thP 
X atioualist partv stand for an _xtl'nsion of 
hours, they must: be attcrnpting to undermine 
the present standard of living. 

I >vould like to back up the statements I 
haye rnade in regard to the rnanner in \Vhich 
th? Kationalist party atten1pted \vilfully to 
nnslead ih electors, so far as their attitude 
on industrial questions is concerned. \V c have 
sitting in Brisbane at the present tin1e the 
Ernplovers' Federation. From ...-:osterdav 
morni~g's Prc~s it appears that th~y passed 
a r solution having for its object the restric
tion of the functions of the Arbitration 
('ourt and the limitation of the application 
of the Industrial Arbitration Act. \Vhile 
hon. m em bet-s oppo 'ite clo not go so fa1· as 
Sir IIenr:v Barwell-probably because they 
hanl not that gentleman's candour-of course 
!hc>y ce,ll it want of diplomacy-to come for
\varcl and n1y, '' \Ve stand for th_• wiping ont 
of the Arbitration Court:" it is quite obvious, 
in Yiew of that motion \Yhich con1es from 
l 110ir political bosses, that tlwy want so to 
restrict aud han1pcr the epcrations of the 
~·ourt as to rnake it a less effective \Veanon 
for the workers than it is to-day. L.~t us' go 
further. \Vhen the Emplovers' Federation 
wore discussing the wage b3.sis. they moved 
a rc~~olution which contained a protest 
against~ 

"the fallacious foundation upon which 
the prr;;;ent basic wBg·~~ systmn of the 
Commonw-ealth and Stftte arbitration 
a·cards is founded, as is evidenced bv the 
widespread unemployment caused th1:ough 
th• un~lue burden placed upon industry 
under 1t, and etrongl:· urges upon these 
GoYernn1ents the desirablenc"s of arnend
ing the provisions of t ho various Arbitra
tion _'\.cts so a< to place the foundation 
on a n1ore equitable basis." 

It rctds nicely from their point of Yicw: but 
le .. t us Dna~yf-, it. fhcy say that the ir;cidcnce, 
ot the has1c \Yagc IS wrong, and that 1t wants 
remodeliing. KeYcr mind considerino- the 
principle under which the deterrn1natfon is 
t•rrivecl o.t: the main thillg-pNhaps the only 
t htng~that matters, so far as the worker is 
cone rnecl, is the amount of wage that he gets. 
Hon. members opposite, through their 
Employers' Federation. have said that tho 
,y,;tcm on which that wage is determined is 
wrong. They have complained frequently 

and bi(,terly, inside and outsidn this House, 
that the wages which are being pa.id to-day 
are :::t1-ggering industry; and they suggest 
that thl' a1ternntive is to reJuce w3gcs. 

:\fr. l\IoRGAX: Don'L the figures show that? 

Mr. BULGOCK: The hon. mc>mber admits, 
by his int -rjection, that he is in the sarue 
category as those who stand for a redw~: ion 
of v\··ages. 1.,hoae people say, '' Let lb' ren1odol 
the basic wage.'' If it is to be remodelled, 
1t will be remodelled according to their way 
of thinking, in thl' int·•rc:;t.s of the emnlovinrr 
clas·\cs~,yhich rncans, in effect, although "theY 
do not stato it in so rnany '.Yards, that they 
desire to lower to a greater e·x:tent than is 
being done io-day the ,,·age· which arc being 
paid. Sir H<mry Barw2!1, in this connec
tion, said that Courts of Industrial Arbitra
tion, State and Federal, were hindrances to 
necessary econon1ic adjustrnents, and shouid 
be abolished. 

At 5.40 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAX rcsu111ed the chair. 
~lr. :YloRGA~: Ynur ovvn party are against 

the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. BCLCOCK: The hon. mumb.r would 
be a happy n1an if he thought that this party 
were going to \Vipe out the _-\.rbitration Court 
and gi \'8 hin1, and other mernbers of hj:; 
party, freedon1 of exploitation 

:Ylr. l\IIORGAX: The hon. member for Mount 
::\iorgau bclieYes in its b 'ing wiped out; he 
oaid w, 

~\1r. BULCOCK: Let us deal with another 
ph a -,o of ihis E~conornic problern. I arn going 
to rernoYe the ambit of discussion to Sydney. 
On 27th February of this year, a round-table 
conference, consisting of en1ployers on the 
one hand Rnd employee,, on the otlwr hand. 
Inet in Sydney to discu'~s certain phases of 
industrial adivity. Mr. Hughes stated that 
the cost of production had to be reduced, and 
th ·rcfore he was calling a conference to sec 
if a basis could not bo agreed upon. Certain 
unions iook up the attituc](' that Mr. Hug·hc<s 
staterncnt \Yas an ultin1aittn1 to the workers 
of Au.stralia that wages had to be reduced. 
Son1e unions-rightly ~o, I think-refused to 
participate in the confer,·nce, which ult.i
matdy \\"as presided over by Mr_ Hnghes. 
'Tho Vic~Ot'i>ul, Queensland, and South Aus
tralian unions wore not rcnre-,entod. Nlr. 
Iltwhes said not on one l>ut 'on several occa
sio;s, that ~11 parties must throw all their 
cards on the table-there '\·as to be no ace 
up the decve, or anything of that kind. 
Certain organisations went along, believing 
that that was a fair and equitable basis for 
nccrotiation. \Vestern Australia instructed its 
del. gatee to do certain things. The two most 
important for the purpose of my argument 
wc>rc that the delegates wore to demand, dL!l"· 
inrr the sitting of this conference, a list of 
enterprises rccapitalised on a vvatered baBis 
since 1914. and, secondly. a table showing 
the nominal capital on which dividends are 
payable compared with the actual capital 
subscrintion. The ctnployers refuse.d to place 
their c'ards on the table, inasmuch as they 
rcfu-cd to give the information that the 
11nions sought. Of couJ·sc, I recognise thn.t 
the Emplovers' Federation v.ould not allow 
their deleg~tcs to put "11 their cards on the 
table. What t~n appalling story of €xploita
tion wmt!d have been unfolded to the people 
of Australia if it could have been shown, in 
terms of the second re'volutlon I have quoted. 
how much nominal canital has been put into 
concerns, and how m{Jch watered capital or 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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\Yatered stock is reprf'sented in the various 
~oncerns of Australia to-da v. The \vorkcrs are 
11ot being exploited on. a n10nctary basis alone; 
they arc being exploitcu on the basis of the 
wat -ring of stock, which is being carried on 
impudently and C'Ollfistf_'ntly. rf'ho \VorlL'l'S 
protest against such a systcn1, w hi eh exer
ci '·,cs nothing but a pernicious infi uence over 
tlw!llse]yes and their families anJ OY8r the 
~oci.:I 1vellbci11g of i:lTe connnunjty. Actuated 
by i1 high social ideal, the workcr:s' representa
tive·· asked that the cmpJoyers "hould be 
forced to disclose the little tricks ami prac
tice:-3 which they cn1ploy in ord,:r io bolster 
11p the dividends that thc0· arc getting and 
nw.ko them high, although they do not appear 
to b<: high. 

I\lr. JYIAx \VELL: \Yhat did :\Ir_ Piddington 
.say about the ba::-:ic -wag·e? 

Mr. RCLCOCK: Mr. Piddington saiu that 
thP basic vvag~ should be a great deal higher 
than the lwn. gentleman would bo prepared 
to pay. 'The emplo.; crs at thh conferc~1ce 
statt~d ihat, owing to the high of pro-
duction, a cri~is ''"~'~:::i at hand. Labour, 
in an hone:::.t cndcayour to gain infonnation 
on tho question, ~~lid, ,; GiY(' u~ so1ne infor
ntatiou. Show u~ sorue facLOl's that are lead
ing up to thi:; cri:-ls. Proyc to ns that a crisis 
is at hand, so that we ma,v bo ahle to 
lll'gotiah; with a full kilowledgt' of all tiw 
facts ir1 your pOESt:'S' ion." They said in 
effec~, "VVe h~ve 1not. as equ~1b) .,an2,. as 
cquaH let u~ {.b ·cuss th1.s question.· 11Htt 
was a n1o~t fair an{l 1op;ica~ attitude to t""ke 
up. Aftl'r a good dea-l of argument, both 
sides wcro ask1:-J bv tht) chairrnan to sub1nit 
COJ""!C'l'C'te argurucuts uand facts. Th0 Clllpluyers 
~ubd1iti _;d the follo\·,·ing :-

" ?\o reduction of hours below forty-
cigh-c per week; 

" Pilcowork "·here possible; 
'' Proflt-sharing where feasible; 
'' Confrroncc to abolish prc~ent court0 

and C'l'L•atc u court of State and Federal 
judges.'' 

You \Yill ·,cc that things \VPrC to be u \\"hero 
p('5-;;iblc,)' '· whC'f 1 ) probable," .. vrhcn it can 
be done.'' There was no ··Uajghtforward 
admission that the\ were prepared to for
mula.tf' a definite selwmc. The propo ,ition 
meant that, in its final mmlyoi,, it wa,c left 
to the judg;rncnt of the i11diyj.du:d as to 
\\hethcr he should allow a -chc.du to be 
i11troduced or not. Thel'e \va:-. nothlng defi
nite, nothing concn~te, and nuthi~Jg tangible. 
Labour rejected those proposals, und rightly 
so, too, nti l'l'Ltciionary a11J 11L·bulou:- The 
hon. rnen1ber for 1YiuriJla said that the 
workers were di~sati~Gcd '"ith arbitration. 
The workers at thi~ confc>.c'Cllce ~;aid that. 
although they wcro dissatisfied to :-ornc 
extent with the present s:. :~tern of P rbitra
tion, they were not going to abolish it until 
some better method had lwc11 devised, and 
they did not consider that the employers' 
proposals ernbodied a brttcr rncthod o£ set
tling industrial dispub·s. That disposeu of 
the employers' proposals, and the employees 
mbmittcrl thPirs, which were that there was 
to be no reduction i11 wages or lengthening 
of huurs; uncnlploynH'nt in-..urance a~ a 
churge on industry; and an effective share 
h\· '"'orkers in the control of industrY. That 
'~as a practical solution standing out in bold 
contrast to the proposition pnt fmward by 
tht Employers' Ftdoration. The omplovers 
pooh-poohcd the idea, and said. "\Vc refuse 
to discuss matters on that basis." I think 
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t.hc "l{ound Table" :--urns up the pusition: 
rnor0 dC'Ycrly than a11y other paper, when, 
reYi<'wing- the activities of this round-table 
confc•rencc, in its is~uu of June, 1922, it 
stated-

'· The employers made a distinct error 
in tactics which umlcr different lcadu., 
might ha1·e been aYoidcd. Thoy did not 
Pxhmist the po~·ibiJities of the situation. 
The wol'kcro had discussed the practical 
pl'opo~al.; of the Prnploycr.:J; but the 
en1pluyers actl-d a..:. if tho worker;, had 
put fonYttrd no irnnH1 diatcly practieal 
proposalc~. Quite po~· ibly cl:' r~u~:"'ion 
rnir·ht han:: resulted in no agref'illC'nt; bnt 
to rdrain from it on the ground that the 
\vorker"' y,TC're Bo:"he,·ik nH~rdv gn..Ye an 
'lpportunity tu thP '1vorkcrs fo.r 'effeetiYe 
propag·auda.'' 

The " 1-tcund Ta blc" ]:_., a uon-politieal paper 
of <·orl:::iderabte standing. and tha.t papel~ 
H·dnlittC'd that there v;<._'rC po,,sibilities in 
Labonr's pruposab. It is avparen~. that, 
alt~1ough the CilJplo> ing cla~-s recognised the
Ytdidit.v and thu ju::-titl' of the clairu put 
for'.~. a rd b-v thl' worker:-.' repn "ent :.tiY(~S, aud 
knO\\·in(J' that ihPv lw·d ·~ycr :thing- bl lo C\ 01~ 
Hwt th~y cPrtainf7 would u'ot. g~in anything 
along thP liJH',' laiC!. dm\ n by the' \'\'orkpr;;;, 
they adoptPd a sulky Go,·'s attitude and 
rc·fuscd to .di~<·u~, th0 qw~t->tion. lt rcqurrcs 
r1o further elaboration saYe to sav that Labour 
has proycd i1',e1f capab1e jn ~o\·er.,- aspect 
of actiyjty of putting fonyrud pr..tctical s~lu
tinn..: of our present diHicuHios, in strilong 
contrast to the nebulous proposals brought 
for'<1·ard fron1 tirne to tiu1e by the Ernployers' 
Federation and their agents. \Ye haye had 
u_ v:ood deal of di'~·<'U··:ion ahout. vvagc2. l 
ha~:e bC>cn subjected to a continual running 
fin:- of interjection· frorn hon. 1118lnber::; oppu
:-:ite cnrlie1· simply because I made so~uY 
rclt•rencc to wages t.hat did not n1e" t With 
thP appronll of thoce hon. gentlemen. I 
ha Y0 be for(• n1c •.vhat I think one rnight 
hnnestiv daim to be a human doeun1ent. It 
::>peak~, for it ·f'lf, nnd EhO\\·,s HV tlw effect 
of L:_l hour policy in strih:i11g eoEtrnst to that 
practio,ccl by an' i-L1bour force who ruled 
tlw de :-inic,.; of Quec<nsland until Labour 
t ok controL I havP lwfore me a cop:· of 
the rf'eord of a ra.ilwav e1nplo:ven in the 
Central-Western section of this State. This 
individual was born in 1860. entered the 
Plnploy of tho Rail\\"ay DPpartinellt as a 
labourer on the l0ngths in 1887, and soYered 
his conn(•ction \vith tlu' ·clepartrrtcnt owing to 
ill-health in 1922. Embraced within tho•e 
ftgnrL". as ono ,,~ill sN' .. is i h_c history of an 
individual·--a \Yorke-r 111 tlns cornnntnity
w.hom this GoYcrnment is pledged to protect, 
and the very striking lr-o;;sons that tnay be 
drawn from this record arc such as to make 
me feel that it should appear in "Hansard." 
This indiYidual entered the employ of the 
Rail··.• a·; Department on the 28th November, 
1887. a~ a labourer in g-ang J\"o. 61. I 8cll1 

g-i ,-inf( th "' details because tbe _man has 
"'''igncd from the department. a:1el rs beyond 
anv harm so far as the actrvrtws cf hon. 
nH;m bl'rs nppo;;:itn are concerned. That indi
Yidua1 0nh?rC'd the Railway Dcpartn10nt on 
th; t date at a wago of 7s. 6cL a day, and 
worked for that wag-e until 1891, wh-·n he 
rPc •in•d 7:;. rr da.v. The' le~son then• is that 
in tir~es of indu~trial difficulty and troublP 
he wns given the " axe," and he was axed 
to the edent of 6d. per day. The year 1891 
was a period of industrial trouble. In the 
year 1892 his wages were increased to 9c. 
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per day, and in the 1893, when there was 
;:'JlTl8 IHO_re i~Klut:~trial trouble threatening, he 
·was agarn giYf'll the "axe,'' nncl reducec..l to 
8:3. a day, and he worked at that rate until 
18~8. Notwithstanding all the vicis,;itudes 
of that long period, he recciY--:d no rocoo·
\ition iu the way .of iccrcascd pay h·orn the 
(y-OYcrnrnc-nt t.hen Ill po\Ycr,. and 1n the year 
1898 .lw got a ri-e to Ss. 6d. per dav, v hich 
"''" mcreased to ~- . 6d. in 189), and from 1899 
to 1911 he recPi,·ed no increa·c at all. In 
1911 lw rc•ccind a rise of 3cl. a daY. In 1915 
hr~ was working in gang 35 for~ Ss. 9d. a 
dny, and on the 1st July. 1915, he vas get
tmg· 10·. 6d. a day. Ho roc·2iwd a little 
increase in ''I agt'.:, \Vhi('h \VU3 not iu coni
pari:-3cln with tlw soaring cc ·~t of livino' dur
ing the~ ncriod '"'Thich illil·;:vc:u~ d bt'twer~l 19lt1 
nn•l 1915. 

In 1917, when, in spite of hu11. nlCllllll'r~ 
o}_lpo~itc or thpir prototy[>cs out-;iJ.c tl!~-
llouse, hP vvas able to go to the Arbitratio11 
( 'ourt and get a ju~t deal, ua award \vas 
iAsued i11crcasing his ron1uneration to 12-5. Sd. 
]H l' day. ln 1918 another award \\"HS 1nadc, 
:•ncl lh• Tec"iYi!d 13,. 4cl. per d '"· In 1919 
he rc~ei ,~ecJ 15s. 6cl. a drry; ;n 1920 he 
n•rt'!Yed 16:'. 6d., and lat0r in th0 same vear. 
!J~)caus,c·. ihe cost .of livi_ng w::s ;-till soa~·iug, 
'-.o a~_a.IIJ l'L'Co~·tn~ed h1s claun and be g-ot 
17s. 2cl. pC'l' cla.r, and on 1st ::\larch, 1921. 
IIEder the basic wage this gang· r received 17~. 
6d. al clay._ In rcrie:~i;1g t!1:, po:~itjcn you 

:•n L12 different pouch_'., fo1lo·,, ed }p- tl-u 
d1ffen~ut _1_\dmini8traHon:-<. 't'"ou ( , n diY-iri~ 
t:tt .. ' rates paid fo1· the lift'-blood t1f 1 he \rorkcr 
irdo two di~tinct p:trts. lie \I'll~ doing· th(' 
>:Jrno-typc of work all the till1t1 • In adJition 
t:J tho;:;;e in rea ,i":~~. \n_' ga YC hin1 ac{:01111'lloda
~-.on \Yhl'H hon. ntcrnbers oppo:iite n~fused it. 
;1 nd he \vas forced to \\-c ,,k longer hours than 
nnder ol}r administration; and, last but not 
l~·as~, th1s 1nnn ha~ now resigned. l-Iis oif0nc0~ 
dunng tht' '-\'hole tin1e he \va;;; in the HailwaY 
L'epartmcnt ltave been llil, accoedin(J' to th~~~ 
ofiicial record I am quoting. M 

Mr. KEHR: Do you not kno\\' tl:at 16'. a 
day W1Ui. \:·orth 28s. 7d. in 1902. haYillg l't.~gard 
to the dlft:t~rorwe in the cc~t of iiYillg betr:f.on 
rl1_0 1 a~1d :now. That is a differcn(, of 12s. 
I'd .. and that n1ar1 had not rcc·ciycd increase.: 
to that alliOunt. ~ 

:\1r. BL'LCOCK: Con'ldt " Knibbe'' on the 
question. 

:VIr. KEHR: I .haYo consulted "Knibbs,'' 
uLd I know I am right. 

:\lr. BULCOCK : There hr,s Lecn a rroocl 
d,cal of talk in this Hou<e of late about 
n·.emher~ on thi~ side being dorninattd b"V 
Outside influences. rrhcre is 110 bodv OUtsid.P 
dominating this party; but hon. 'nlclnbcrs 
oppos~t<· haYC only to lank in the papets to 
""" wl1at happened the other clay when 1\Ir. 
Eclkins ,.,·ired to the Federal Co.untry party 
that they were to sup1;ort the ;Xa.tionalist 
Federal Government. Ho .. member' opposit' 
ho vc been cleclarmg all th<: tinP that thev 
~:ne in no 1'\·ay a: ~ociatcd with the Natioll
u~i~ts. They have made th ~t a ]n·a;Tf'l' to the 
h1gh heavens that the people will believe it. 
They have statc,d again and again that thev 
Hrc a separate political cntit~-. and yet we 
find the chief executive officer of the 
o•·-~anisation controlling the X ationalists 
wiri11g· to the leader of tho Country party in 
tln' Federal Parli:uncnt to allow the ~ational 
partv to got on or thoro would be trouble. 
Only the other clay their chief oxecutiYe 
officer informed the leader of the 011position 

that, if he did not do a certain thing aud 
de it quick, sorncthing VYould happeJJ. 

;vir. VoWLE~: Die! l surrender? 

Mr. BULCOCK: He surrendered, all right, 
or lu~ S1l10\\ Df war-his financial assi-"tancc
wuulJ hay{' been cut off. and I believe he 
n,ado a laucb~ble att•·mpt to obey the demands 
of that gentlen1an. 

(\ne of the chief sins of which the GoYCl'!J
JrF.:nt ill'l' r~crused is I'l'pudiation. \Vu l1ave 
heard a good deai a bout repudiation. :Hon. 
u~enlbers opposite }JUYC said, " Look at the 
:\IuthPr of Parliaments-the ParlianH:>nt that 
has set all the )H'ecc>dcnt; under which this 
State i~ governed. Look at the 11other of 
Parlia~nen• ~ and you wjll not, find any 
t~xarupl of repudiation.n The history of tht~ 
J-loth<' uf COinmons is a historv o£ th8 
repudiation of cxl~tiHg lcgiHlati~n by its 
n'pcal, and i>l essence that is all that we did. 

1\Jr. l\io.HGAX: Legislation-not contracts. 

:VIr. Bt:LCOCK: I will ~how you <\he c. 
one of th~ great'_'st n1oral contracts that was 
eyer entered into wa.s repncliated by i·he 
SecrcUuv of State tor the Colonies and others 
quite rf'Centl.v. After the war, v.h~n labour 
(·Olr~lition \\Cl'C under discu:;;;-:;ion. one of the 
principles laid do\YD wa tht1t there \vas to 
~le no exploitation of IHtti, '~ li1bour. yet. we 
fincl qnitc recl'ntl" an Ord('l' v:as :is~uc-d bv 
the British Acl,1;inistratiou, through thei'r 
r"_ -,pyn~ible ExccutiYc, thr't con1pubory la Lour 
was to he cnforc<•d in the CrO\\ n colony of 
l(C'nya in East _\..friea~tlt,·,t the natiYes were 
to bP '">m~1l'lled to give a c ~rta1n Ilulnbcr of 
hotll ~ }H'J' C'ek or per nnnun1 to the scrY:iCt''3 
nf tltc St:-d-c. Tlwre \Vas a rc'pudiation of a 

that invuh-cd the lift> and the well
being lovdy \Yorkers \Yhn cannot f-:}1( ak for 
thctnsclyes. and "\vho haYe no representatives 
in the Parliaments of the \Vorld. 

::vir. 2\,IoRGAX: Do :rou kno\Y all tl1e circurn
~tances attaching to it 't 

I\lr. B1~LCOCI(: Ye.:;; I ha ye been reading 
1 he· mattf'r vrry closely. TlH~ covenant '<\a~ 
that there \Yc>..; lo Le no ('ornpnlsion of labour. 
Then, agaiu, =vir. Lloyd Gt!orgc, an individual 
"-ho ha lWQll loudlv a("ciai1ned time .ar~d 
tinH' a 'J'rtin by hon. ~rncmbL•rs oppositr. ha~ 
rcpuc1iat~?d a rontract n-indc \vith the )~ritl-d, 
farm< 1 ', First of i'!Jl lH) rt•pudiatcd tho 
~ \(rriru1tura 1 ~.\et.. Thv f nnners \vere pro
tn!.·~C! certain condibou" if they put in f'er
tain crops: and. believing tho~e conditions 
would Le fnlfil!Nl, they put in their crops: 
Lut, lJefo1·e their rYops vvcre harvc~tcci, L1oyd 
GPorg-e l'C[lud1ated the contra~t. \Ve find no 
protc~'"'t from ho'J. n1.Cn1br~rs opposite, becau~P 
once again labour was inYn1vt ,], In South 
~Uric~ Gencrrd Smuts repudiated the labour 
con?nant that \vas arriYcd at bv t.h0 L0aguc 
of ~ations with r0garcl to a foi·t:.·-eight-hour 
\ 'N!k. H0 swept that a-.cidc and introduced 
a ten-hour day. Do W' find hon. rnon1.bers 
opposite cryi.ng "Repudiatjon" on that 
::;.cart~? J\-o, b ~c,Juse once again it ,vas only 
the rights of the workers that \'\'ere infringed. 
\Ve p~swd an Act that is in c,sence just and 
t1 qn1tn ble; but, because it attacked vested 
intercsh. and because it attacked the clivi
clcncls of the wealthy sections, not only were 
've hold up to execration in our o""~.vn StatC>. 
not only were we held up to cxPcration in 
our own continent., but we were hold up to 
C'-x:ecration in every part of the world, ar1-:l 
the Prerr1ie1·, who is rccogn]s('d to be one of 
thA most able Prcmiero in tlw world, was 
refused ftnancial accornn1odation in London. 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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\Yhy? Becaue.u his action attacked the 
c.-lpiiali8tie cla~s, while t1H~se other individuc.ls 
\\ hotn I have named attacked the lowlv 
worker who does not control the Press. Tha't 
i' the secret of the attacks that have been 
launched agai11st this party. 

The hon. member for Merthyr last night 
stated t,J1"t fifteen years ago the l: nited 
Stntr;:; of Americ'l repealed the agricultural 
policy that this GoY8rmnent have initiated 
this o,ossion. That hon. member is liable to 
~-ly a!lything if it suits hirrf; and in this con
nr ~:tion it id significant that during tho pre
~:::_t session in tho Cnitcd State~ CongresJ the 
anti-trust lav.s aro being repealed, and it is 
intended to vest, in the Secretary for ~4..gri
c~dture, or tho corrc~ponding individual, th(~ 
nght to ':eto the ~ctivities of thP agl'ic ultural 
org-:1n1,,ntions 'YhiCh have boe11 formed on 
non-partisan lines sitnilar in •·-nnlication to 
the institutions that have been· launched in 
lineonsland. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : I am sorrv 
to have to speak to. night, b cause I fe~l 
that we would be quite justified in refusing 

to pass the Estimat~s in vi<?w of 
[7 p.m.] the facts which have come to our 

knowledge dnring the last few 
duys .. I 1:cgrot to sa;· that personally I have 
no fa1th Jn the Premier of this State after 
what has happened during the last few days. 

OPPOSITION ME'·BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PE lSE: Yet your party wanted to make 
him their leader. 

Mr. BEDDI::"JGTON: As part of this monev 
must g-o to pay the Promior 1s salarv I would 
be quite justiliod in n1oving a red~ct.ion bv 
that an1on~t \Vhon V\~8 come to the prope~r 
place for It.· However we cannot do that 
now. I neyer like to speak behind any por
"on's back, and there are things which I arn 
going to say which I would prefer to say in 
the presPnce of the Pr·emier. but it is not mv 
fault if he is not here. · " 

A GovEn:-omNT ::\1Eo!BER: I: is only a minute 
past 7 o'clock. 

Mr. BEBBIXGT0.\1: I and other hon. 
members have to be here, and the Premier 
has as much right to be here as we have. 
:'he posicion which has ari~en during the last 
rew days rs only the clrmax of mghteon 
months' work. For the last eighteen months 
the friends of the Premier have been coquet
ting with the Country party to see what they 
were prepared tD do. 

1\1r. PAYNE: \Yrong. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I sav that twelve 
months ago last Christmas th'ero were four 
or fiv.e members of the Legislative Council 
who, to rr1y knov•;·ledgc, were soliciting· nleln
bers of the Country party to join a mixed 
party. 

~eh-. C'OSTELLO: It would ha Ye been a mixed 
part::. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There were members 
of the Council 'vho wanted to know if ther:-
'vas not son1eono in our party who ·would 
resign and let the Prf 'llior have an easy 
ccat if ho had to go to the electors. (Govern. 
ment dissonc,) I am talking about some
thing that I know. I sounded on that 
matter by no less than three or four members 
of the LegislatiYo Council. and these men 
were working very hard. I do not blame 
thc'e men, because I was one of those who at 
that time ha,d faith in the Premier. I 

[Jh·. Bulcock. 

believed that he was associated with the 
highe<t idceals, and that he recognised his 
responsihilitv as a stat~·snJan. l belicve.d 
that these thing::; had n1ade hin1 change h1s 
opinion that he had become a better man, 
and th'ut he was bcco1ning penitent and 
~orr'.- for hi:_; actions, and that ho was 
willing to turn over a. new leaf. I was 
one of those vd1o w·ere \villing-although 
"ome of our party wore not prop,tred to 
(ro as fnx as I did-in fact, sotne of our 
~C>rt,;· said that if the Premi·cr joined the 
partv they would walk out of 1t-but I was one 
who~Faid that, if the Pron1inr came in as any 
othor rncmb-0r ('arr1e in-ju.st u.s t.he hon. 
rno1nb~r for Oxlov came in, as the hon. 
tncn1ber for Port ~ Curtis came, and as the 
hon. n1en1bPr for Norn1aEby camo--I always 

.icl that, if a rr1en1ber came into our party 
~'lean aud honourable, it. \VoulU be ~tll rif?ht. 
Tlw hon. member for Normanby c 1me mto 

"'our party P.lld srtid that he \yas sorrv for his 
past. :· ctions. but he was gotng to leave the 
past and all his associates behind him. He 
said that h·' had tr1ed to lead members oppo
·it" etraight, but they would not goT straight.. 
Tha1 wac ho>: the hon. member for Normanby 
t_'ntcred our ranks. 

::\h. PEASE: Did you believe all he said ( 

:Mr. BEBBING'I'0l\: \Yhcn the hon. mem
ber for Oxlcv and the hon. member for Port 
Cm·tis joined the Country party, .t~ey took 
ihcir chance of anv office there m1gnt be at 
a c,('Cr. t ballot ot' our partY, '\Yhich c;,~ery 
tn.rtn h~s go:-. to fac~ before he gets Into 
nfficP. ~~o 1nan ¥:ould bo admiCt.Pd to our 
party und.er an,y other cond~tions than those 
that arc clean and honourab.d .. :. 

Mr. PEASE : You don't expect us to believe 
that? 

:'\h. BEBBIXGTOl\: I am one who stands 
for cL an politics. I beliend that the. Pro· 
n1icr 'vas reprntant for his actions .. I believed 
this "' far back as the last meetmg of the 
Council o£ Agriculture. At that. nH~eting, ono 
nu~rnber sa id to the other. '' Yon arc very 
quiet." Th::> second Inan said, "'Ye,,~ I ~w.ve 
uo fnith in Th0odorc. 1 dJ not trust lnm. q 

_\.rather man said, " He is a]] rig'ht. If the 
0xt".rcmis'·-.; don't· go his v;.Tay,_ ho 1 1~ g~Ing ... to 
lcaYc them. I have been w1th n1n1 .._or t-he 
last. ten days." 

2\Ir. p, Y:\E: Who said that? 

1\h'. H.mrLEY (to Mr. Bcbbington) : That is 
:-.-ompone who lives only in your diseased 
imaginaJion. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: He lives in my elec
torate. 

.f\Ir. PEASE: You ha ye not got an electorate. 
(Laughter.) 

:'>h. BEBBIKGTO::"J: Ask the. Prcm~er 
•'vh.::.t farnu~r .. ·wore down herr consulting with 
him with the editor of '' The l'roducors' 
Review " for eight or ten days before the 
Council of Agriculture ''·as called together. 

~lr. ILmTLEY: They arc ueatur0s of your 
ov,-Tl in1agination. 

Mr. B.EBBIJ\'GTON: I c:1n g·ive the Pre· 
rnicr the na.n1cs, if he ,..vi~hes mo to do so. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are not game to giye 
th:::- names. 

:Mr. BBBDINGTO)i: If I \Yere to give the 
names of these men, they would not ?e 
0kcted to the positions that they occupy ;n 
the butter factories to-day. (Government drs· 
sent.) I a1n not going to n1ention their na1nes, 
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became they have been tools of yonrs. 'I"his 
thing has been going on for the la'L eighteen 
months. There are thousands of citizens who 
have be 'Il driven to desperation by tho 
t'x:t,rcinc tax:-~tion put on thf'm. They know 
thL' insecurity attached to this State, and thev 
wcr0 prepared to do anything. ahnost1 to gr:t 
this Government out of power. 'While I do 
nn\. be!iPYe in bribery or a ne thing of that 
>'Ort, and vhile I would not att-c•mpt to bribe 
.a n1cmbcr to con1e over hL•rc, still. at the same 
timt1 , vdlC'n these men were driven to despera
tion through tho cxir '1118 taxation and the 
fear of co1nmunism, we ca11not blan1e thcrn 
if thPy son1etimcs do things that they ought 
Hot to do. They were driYcn to it. They 
wtre led on bv the Premier's fri nds and by 
tho Prernior's actions. 

:\fr. Pns~: You admit they really did it? 

:\lr. BEDDI:'\'GTO:\': The Premior'.s 
fric1 Js rang up these 1nn1 and asked then1 
to go to a eontitlcntial n1cebllg in his rooTn. 
l\Ie::.~a gPs ~.verc conveyed to n1en hundreds 
-of rniles fron1 Bri:o;,bano for the purpose of 
leading them to believe that the l'remier 
wanted thorn to consult "ith him. I do 
JJot knov.· 1vhrther the Pre1nicl' had anything 
to do with it or not, but the,e are things 
we havo to look at. I sav that the Premier's 
friends \Y(~re willing an'"J anxious, lweauso 
they believed in him, as I did myself, to 
keep hin1 \vith the party vvho vvero going to 
Le in power; and thev believed th~~-t tho 
Country 1mrt y \vc-rc coming into power; ;.;o 
hi' friends wanted to get him over on this 
~iUe EO that ho would rernain to W3e his 
infhtencc with the party that was going to 
be retnrned. They had no hope that the 
pnrty Ollposite \\Ould remain jn power. The 
{'Ountry has lost hope in the hon. rrH:otnbcr~ 
"i>lOosite; it has lost faith in them. Their 
Lest friends have no hope of their continu
illg to oc~upy positions on the front Treasury 
benches. So they wanted a man like the 
Prernicr to con1o out fro1n an1ong thPm and 
get into dcccmt company~-(Uovcrninent 
bugh\cr)-to join a party in which they had 
faith, and who they believed \\'ere goi11g 
to rule, and rule for all parti( '· 

A GovER:'OIENl' :\1EnJBER interjected. 

:\lr. DEDDI:\'G'l'O"-": I believe that tbe 
Chainnau vvonld como with him. I do not 
thir~k ho ha..; any more chance o£ coming 
back under the present circun1stanccs than 
the hou. member who interjects. (lnterrup· 
t :ull.) The Frt. tnic1:'s actions during the last 
few days have lost him every friend he had 
c.nt"idc of cotn1nunisn1. 

r. B l'LC.)CK : That is not ::o. 

:\Ir. BEDDI:"'GTO~: Communism rules 
to-day. Tbe "Standard" cotno~ out vvith 
grc·lt long headings-" Theodoro True to 
Lal1our.'' 

U OVEt~~:?IILNT 1-.IE:\TBERS: Hear, hear ! 

~; r. DEBBINGTO~: " Theodore True to 
C\mnnnnisrn !" rrho Premier goes back t<> 
con1n1unism 1iko a so·,~-· to \vallow in the 
z:uire! 

The CHAIRMA:\': Ordn ! I call npon 
the hem. member for Dmyton to withdraw 
that rernark. Ho is not justified in conl
paring the Premier with a sow. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEDBING'l'O"': I withdr,.w "nd 
Hl~olugise, cJrtainly; but I did not compare 
the Prernicr \Yith a sow. 

The C.HAIRMAN : Order ! Will the hon. 
J:JOlll her proceed with his speech? 

:\Ir. BEBBIC\GTO:'\: I comparerl the 
actions of t.ho party and the pcopl(' 'vho sit 
with it in the communistic cacnp. (Interrup
tion.) If hon. rtlcn1bcr-3 cli~,agreo '.vith ;,vhat 
I ha YC sa id. let ns s•.!O what the PrcmiPr 
turn to. and sco if \YP belieYe in hirn. \Ve 
lmv-e the' pxample of !he South African 
rev-olt led bv the (·ommtmistie Council of 
Action. Can "he deny that? 

Gon:R:oJ":-<'r :\lDIBERS: Terrible ! 
1\Ir. BEBBI"-"GTOX: If he denies it. let 

1nc read \Vhat i.'::l happeuiug in ~e\v South 
\Y ales to-day--

" Syclnc: , 18th August. 
" The ': ew South iYalPs Labour Cmlll· 

cil luts d•ccided to fall into line b:hind 
the Council of Action, v,-hich will be 
called upon by the Lcbonr Council to 
formula((' rt policy of action for the 
''"hole Conlll10l1\Yealth. 

~> 'l1ho Labour CoHncll has further clc
cidf'd to call unon all unions to withdnuY 
affiliation frmit the Australian Labour 
Party, and then a.ffili::ttc \ritl! thP La ~}OUr 
Council, which, as a body. would affiliate 
\vith tho _._t\ustra.lian Labour Party.'' 

The Labour Council-of ,,-hich members 
or:posite arc a portion, and which they havo 
to ~ign an agrcernC'nt to assist. Kow that 
the n'Yolution ha"" failed and rncn are get
tillg punished for. shooting dov;n police \Yho 
~re Nnployrl to defend their ('Ountry. we seo 
the New South VI' a], s Labour party, and 
the Australian Labour party, of which rnorn~ 
bcrs oppo::-it.\ furn1 a part. protcnding to 
intPrfCrC with the rE'"j)OllSiblc government 
of South Africa. Supposing we appealed to 
the people of Britain for protection against 
thC' tyranny of hon. mcmbcr3 opposite, \that 
would they think of it'? Yet hero the 
Australian~ Labour party arc appcalir1g to 
Britain to interfere in the responsible govern· 
HH)nt of South Africa, because of the punish
ment of 111011 for murder and Tcvolution. 
That shows ·where their ~~yn1pathy lie..,. 
There is a Council of Acbon in the Labour 
party in Australia, ju:--t as there ~.Yus in 
~')Ut h Afric ·L. Let rne sho'\\ ho\v the;.- are 
connected 1Yith tho Soviet i11 Ru:~sia. l will 
g-iye a cominuniC'ation which has con1c to 
ihe Australian Labour party in Sydney, and 
is published to-clay-

" Co;I!E AND ,To1x ·cs. 
" SOVIE'r APPEAL TO A'CSTRAI.IA. 

"A communication was received yes
tcrclay at the Sydney Trades Hall from 
the executive of the Red Labour Union 
lnternationalc. whose he'ldquarters are 
at ::\[oscow. The letter states-

lYe are ecnding to the Melbourne 
All-Australian Trades L.:'nion June 
Confcre11ce our heartfelt greetings fro1n 
far ::\tioscov;, \Vo urgo you to cornc out 
in joint action in an attack against 
the stronghold of capitalism. \V e ask 
you to send your congre~-' deleg~\ tt\'-l to 
the second coming of the Revolutionary 
L; nion, to take place in lVlc·scow on the 
20th Nov-ember next, in ordel' to deal 
jointly with tho pre5ent ta~ks of the 
Labour mo\-elnent in the whole world." 

I--fPl'C is \Yhero hon. 1ncn1bers opposite are 
connected \Vith it~ 

"Tho decision of vour National Con· 
gnc,, at Melbourne ii, June, 1921, shows 
that you hav-e taken the right path. It 
is nc{:Ps~ary for you to collaborate with 
revolutionary Labour organi,sations ir. 
other parts of the world." 

ifi1·. Brbbington.] 
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That is tho kind of thing the Premier has 
returned to. \Ve had reason to beli"' o that 
he was modifying his opunon "·hen he 
prorniscd to assi:st the prirnan: producers in 
preference to the socialists. • 

Mr. COLLIKS: Did not Lloyd Georrro a~cO· 
ciat·~ with tho Ru~sian de]('ga'to-, a.t G~~oa ~.? 

::\Ir. BEBBIKGTOX: I am not talking 
about Lloy.d Georg·c. Thc·ro is another thinu· 
;d1ic:h the co~ulnuuj.")ts have done during th7~ 
bt "t t-,vu Or tnn~c d.U.Y:;,~ 

';The --:..;·orkcrs in ~Ic~srs. Clceve:-;' con
dl·n·l•d rniik fartorit., iu the \\:'e~t and 
l\lidiand::; have taken action to prevent 
dosjng down by tho on1plovcr~ (wrHo·: the 
Dublin ('Orrcspondont o( tho · London 
l-Jerald '). 

'• HPports to hand ~ho'.\' that factoric•s 
were takc11 over, a11cl a.rc worki!lcr 1:1 
Clonnwl, l-(iln1allock. n-Iallow I(nockl~no· 
Carrick-on-Su.ir, TiJ)perary, ~nd B:u-Jsh~: 

" In rno._;t c1scs th~_· ~ccretarv of the 
local branch of the Iri,h Transp,;rt Union 
h ·_: s been a ppo1nted Ela nager. In ClonnH~l 
thP red flag ,,·as hol~tcd oyer the 
prcrni::;cs. '' 

FaiJ(·y taking po.3ser,~ion of inrlustries and 
putting in Hw secretary of the union as 
uwtHtg·er ~ \Yhat on. ~arth is goiug to happen 
to these: work::; [ How arc they going to 
pay then men, or do auvthinu- at all': It 
n1cans plain destruction. ~I rc'gret that the 
Prc.•n1ic•r HhS abandoned all hop8 of as,:isting 
the producer and lHl> gone back to his 
1 '0ll1tllunistic friends. Tlwr-_ 1night ha,rc btC'n 
fault.; oll both sidc~-I do not >v th~.t th0rc 
were not. i\'hcn the l'rcmiPr h'-c! thio con-

• iidcntial ehat in hiB of!iec• he led hi'" inter
YiC\·.l'l' Ofl :-+-ep by Stl~l?· 'l'hj! l11Ull \YUS rung 
up and told that the F'rcn1ier wanted to sou 
him. lie could not rcfu'"·' to sec the l'remier. 
If the Prc1nier rang rne up I would cor~ 
tainly go and sco hin1 at any tirno. 

}h. PEASE: YOu wou]cl be Ye !'V highly 
hcnourecl. ~ 

::\Ir. BEBBI:\'GTOX: Xot nmY. 

~Ir. PEASE: Tho Pren1ier .01aid that he did 
not ring the rna.n up) and hon. rnernbers on 
~hi~ ~ idc of thu .l-~ouse are quite prepal'C\d to 
believe the Prcnuer again:"t the hon. g('ntlc~ 
lllall. 

Mr. BEHDIKG'l'O:\i: It i-. on<' n1 <n's "c•·d 
against another, anrl we have a::: n1uch ri ht 
to bG!ieYe the one as the ot.her. Accorrlmg 
to the Bible, King DaYid wrote: "I Gaid iu 
rny haste, .All men arc Ears." but h,, afte-r
wards rnodiftod that by saying: " 1\ll nwn, 
;xcludn1p,· niysclf, are l~ar:-." (Lavghtcr.) 
fhc att1tude adopted \nth rcgerd to this 
matter is apparently on the sc:nne lirtc~,. Ths 
attitude now taken up bY the Premier is that 
all men are liars except himself. \Y c have 
the right to believe one m~n' word equally 
w1th another'8. If I Wf'l'O Invited to go into 
a rnan's office to have a confidcnt1~-1 t~dk. 
nnd somebody ,.-as hidden thr:rc t.tklnu· do-\Yll 

the r.onversa6on in shorthand. ur 1~ an,, 
other way, or if I was im·ited to the Pre
mier's office, and le 1ding questions touching 
on the affairs of the day were put to me, and 
I was led on during such a coniide11tial con~ 
versation to rnako a statement to rehabilitate 
the Premier with the Labour party, or make 
excuses for lum, and I found that somebodv 
had been bBhind a curtain or hidd€'n in '8, 
bo~ !aking n?tes, ~ v-roulJ. fePl lll:J:3Clf justi~ 
fiecl 111 knoclong h1m down or shooting him. 

[1Jlr. Bcbuington. 

(Laugh 0r.) There are circuinstance.':l under 
:vhich a jury would acquit a nu1n for shoot~ 
1ng. i-ll~ ;thcr. I ~ay that no rna11 should &toop 
to the ad of hanng :::onlPone hiddt>u to report 
any c onfid('ntial conver:-mtiou, and then lnakc
ihat report kuown to the world. If he doe~ 
''0, he~ dc .... eryc::; the greatest co:ndcrnnation 
tfat ~an l~c g·i_vcn hin1. I arn yer:;.- sorry that 
tne lrellll u· !o not here to~nif! ht. It is his 
bu::;in0s,, to be here. I purpo~>c'fy waiteJ until_ 
now 20 thn! ho would b1_; hQre. 1lellccforth. 
1H'i1.lwr lllYSclf nor anv u1au \Y~•u has ha(T 
<-tny confld~·Ece in thr· Ijrc Hier will place anY 
('rJ-lflllt lF~r: in hirn. Xt'\l'l' aguiu ~ It j;; ab:~()
lntel:v in1po~: iblc for hin1 to :,,how thflt he ha:-: 
any :-:; ~llp<lthy at all with the prinntry pro
duc~n;, Ol' that he has any syn1pathy \Vith 
ail0"body. Ho ha, fot·fcitPd tbat s: lllpathv. 
a!ld haB n.:'turned to his conunnnistic frir·I{ls 
~llld his ccnnmuni~:tic policy. 'L'hPl'·--: J 1~ 3\'t"

hirn. L01 him go with thc>m. <1nd w<' shall 
lHtYC a rt'Yolutiuu sin1llar to the rcY<J1ution 
cxpel·ic•nced in South Africa. Let hin1 !.to 
\Yith the me11 who hayc asked the Driti~h 
Go ... -ernn1ent to intcrforf' with rc:3pon· lblc 
goYertnncnt in South Africa! Let him go 
with i:lJOsc men who ha \'C tramnl0d tlw 
British finrr and every decent thin~g in the 
1nud ! \Yhereyer h0 1nav (ro th('l'C' is ccr~ 
tainh· no room for hin1 'on~ tl1is ~idc of tlH"
Hou;c ~·o long n~; \YC' are h( re. IGoYC'r11Incnt 
lanf[htcr.) HP \\'iil lw cm il.i': .. icle \Yhr·n \\'(" 
arc on the opposite side. (H~._•ne;\·t'd laughtt-r.) 

?.lr. PEA to~~: ]J c wi11 n lv;ayR b-~ on thi.i siJe. 

Mr. BEDBIKGTOK: lie mav be; but. if 
the d0rtor~ hold the ~(llllC' opiujon of hi1t1 
that I do, llke a lot of hon. I!lfmbers oppo
:•ilc lw ,,,,ill be ldt out iil tlw eo1cl. 

1f~·. PE:\SF.: Oppo~ition nlcrrtLer.~ hrn'e bccu 
de:tyina; tht-".e thing·', and now this nwn gets 
up and ... c]mih it. (Intcrrnptiun.) 

The CHAIP::YIAN: Order! Ordr•r: 
i\lr. Pr,\.SJ<:: lte has put you all avvav. It 

is the best evidence we ha YC oYer he .. : rd. 

:~rr. BEBBINGTO::'\ : I want to ehow 
what all their sympathy for the man on the 
land amounts to. I want to sho·v the dif. 
fcrPnc<~ between what the,. took from him 
and what the previous bovernn1ent took 
fron1 him. 

A GO\"ER>DIEX'l' li1E:IIBER: Thr•v nCYCl' had 
anything under the previows Govcrnn1ent. 

Hr. BF;BDINGTON: In 1914-15 lhe income 
tax collectc,d amounted to £517,273, and in 
1821-22 it amounted to £2,194,361, an increase 
of £1.677.088. Tlwt accounts for a great 
deal of tho unemployment in 1921-22. In 
1!:114. although only a s1nall runonnt was 
demanded in income tax, about £5,000 was 
spent in relief; but in 1921-22, when over 
£2,000,000 was col!cct2d in income tax, 
v c find the Government sp<cnt £177,000 in 
tcliPf, nnd men and families a.lking about 
in th0ir hundreds are dependent on the Go· 
vcrnn1cnt do]e instrad of being deponJent 
OH ~,.~orJL There is the diffeH·nce. Had 
that extra £1,500,000 been loft in industry, 
tho ·C men ""ould hnYc been employ< cl and 
there won1d havl" been no uncn1ployment 
to-day. Now, take stamp duty. In 1914-15 
the stamp duty amounted to £321,404, and 
in 1921-22 it was £604,739; a,n increase of 
£283,335. It mav be said that we are not 
so much intere,ted in the stamp duty. Are 
\YC not? 

:VIr. ·WEIR: 'What are the:c stamping 'I 

Mr. BEDDING TON: If you buy some
thing in the store they stamp it and put it 
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on to yonr goods. If tb~ farrncr, after a 
life stn1rr,de. leaves a little property when 
h(' dies, that hns to he- stamped. There is 
_vnm· si t-mp dut1. (Governnwnt lani!:hter.) 
'!,lwy take in sbm1p di.Jty n1oney which the 
fam·cr's wr1' ehould have for their labour. 
Ev.:~n a rrw::'s \Yagcs haYo to be stan1pcd 
,:_•y.:·ry Inonth. 

:\lr. BREKN\X: Ko. 

Mr. BEBHI:\CTOK: Don't you think I 
ktJ.ow? 

~Ir. DREXKAX: I am certain you don'L 

l\1r. BEBBJ).JGTON: It is ouitc eviC!ent 
th hon. DlC'ITlbor never ]Jl~odnced any

in his life r~xcf'pt bad n1anncrs, and 
a re not taxed. !La.ughter.) They need 

not ::.tau1p those. I-Te h::>~s nt'vcr pruduct"d 
anything- by his labour that wonld pay 
cbmp duty. Kow. take the land tax. The 
bnd ta\: alone• is £480.000 more than it was 
in 1914-15. ln 1914-15 there was no land 
ta.x at all. and in 1921-22 there were over 

oollt•etcd in land tax. The hon. 
for BonTn srri(1 that it is one of tho 

1nost ju"t taxes possiblC'. I \vas speaking 
tn n bu.-;in0:3S n1an in Brisbane a short time 
=tgo, and I :-:aid, "·You have to pay n, land 

tax of a.bont £8.000 on the 
[7.30 p.m.J prC'rni::- .-: ~'011 are occupying." 

IIc sairl.. "Yrs." I a-·k(•d him 
·,,ho paid it. ·'Of conr·.,e," he said, "\Ve 
h tYf' to drPIY it frorn t}w bank and pay it 
to the Cornrnissioner of Taxes: bnt there 
;, only one to pny it. rrlHl that is to put 
it on the ") of vour goods." ~f1hc hon. 
rr!Nnber fo1· Bo,ven 'said that that is :1. just 
h1x! It is a tax pnt upon every worker! 
Ev0ry \Yorkcr's wife \Yho bn:·s :c:.omc drnpery 
and clothing for her children has to pa:_.· her 
'h1.r0 of the £~88,000 land ta·-:. That is the 
rc'nson \Vh~.7 tbe 1vork('r cnnnc't live to-dav. 
r sa~ that~ the 7.vorkcr will 1l0t be a.ble to 
live · nntil this taxotion i-s hd.::cn off. \Yc-
1Jonlc1 put into office a scn~ib1c GoYcrn1ncnt 
~ ho ''ill do that. \Y,hcn \YC ha YC taken 

thP burd.cus off tho workers thc~v wilt be 
to do sornething; but the taxa.tion which 

now in1yH \cd rlHtkcs it irnpos"iblc for 
rhr>1n to 11·: . \Ye arr• taxing the \'\orkPr up 
;o the hilt. and it t ,kcs ncarh- all he r~rn6 
to pav the L1:-.atio11. Tbcn w~" co1ne +o the 
qll' ::·twn of solf'-ctors' rent~. Hon. ll1('mbers 

say that t.he Hcpndiation Act was 

I\Ir. COLLI~S: So it \Yas. 

:Vlr. BEBBI;\;GTO:'\: Is there anYGlW in 
this IIonse-citb('r a n1c1nbcr or a Yisi'tor 1.:vho 
i" listnning to the debatc-vd1o agrees ".1·ith 
that? II.-:; n1e lllcHtion 011c case that hap~ 
pencd. 

Mr. PEASE: You are talking to the gallery. 

1\Ir. BEBDIKGTO:'\: I am talking to an:-:
on0 vYhD cares to listen. In 1914 a genUen1an 
who w IS a member of this House bought a 
riPce of country 100 square miles in area. 
When the time arrived for rpappraisemcnt 
of the rent, he aeked the Land~ Department 
to reasc.ess it, but they neglected to do so for 
<mnething like four year,, until 1918. Dur
in'l" that time this gentleman had borrower! 
£5,000 from the bank. He had also put 
in some money of his own. He had put two 
artesian bores on the land, which ,-.-ore 'l'cJrk
ing succeesfully. Then. after water was 
,Jbtained, the Lands Department reassessed 
his rent, and raised it by 50 per cent., which 
thPy wore allowed to do nndcr the Act, and 

mad(' lt rctrospectivG for four vears. I-ic: 
pa-id HlC' rent~ and did not object' to it. 

l\Ir. PE.\SE: The Prcnlit>l' is here nO\\', 

J\lr. BEDBI).JGTO"': am sorry the 
Pl'einil'r "\VU~ not hPre before, but it is 110t 
mv Ialllt. To continue 1·ho case I as citln[l." 
-! hC' 1920 J'cas.~c~smcnt. cmnc round, and 
this man, who had had his rrmt raised 50 
pe·· cent.. harl it again raiBed 300 per cent., 
and nJade retrosvcctiYc for six years. That 
was f'nongh i·o ruin any :rnan. and sin1ila r 
:lssc::-Hments did rnin n1anv n1cn. There \.Yas 
one fir:m hC'rc ''hi eh n~prcsented a grt:at 
mnnv sn1nll gTrrziers, \';·hi<.:h had to borroiY 
£50,bOO to J~H\T&\1,. the retrospective r("'nt~ of 
~-ht _.-. gra7if'l·,. ·~ It \Yas a niost unjust thirlg. 
ThP Prc·n1iPr knowd that ~omc of the selector., 
had their r0nts rai:.:;pd 700 per cent .. and it 
;.ya:3 rnadc rctrospcctiv0 in son1e cases for 
scyr n y0ars. ::\n one ·will a grep \\Tith such an 
nnju~t in1positin11 on 111''11 ~,'/hO bavo gonp 
into the ( )Untry to de, C'lop it. and make• 
their honws the;·e. \Vc lind that in 1914-15 
th~ ~electors' r0nts V?Pre £458,733, and in 
1921-22 they were £710.723, nn increase of 
£251.980. That dol'S not incincle tlw rents 
nn pa~tora·1 lPn.scs. Tllt• Prc1nier shake~ his 
h 0 ad. I C:lll g-c:t the pa:--tora.l rents fron1 the 
offlcia l figun s. Th0 S(•lectors' renh \YC'l'f', 

a.s I hnvf' ;~aid, £458.733 unclr·r the Dcnham 
Covr-rnrncnt. 1.Yl1iJc llll·dcr tl1is Governme11t 
last Y("'ar thc•T wrrc £710.723. or an inf'rLl e 
of £.251.9~!. ·Did anvc·nc eYer know of mch 
rat'k-re11ting before'? ThP Gove>rnn1ent 
pas:-:Pd the Fait Rent~ Act to rcdncu hcu~r
l'('nt~ l~1 the tn"' n~. but thcv have rai~cd th0 
rctd of nwn wl1o nrP :;;1-.ruggling in tlw 
interior of the conntry by over a quarter 
of a n1illion pound'·· 

:\Ir. PEASE: \Yhai 1~ the .tH1n1bcr of appli
cants for nc'.v . .-:rleetions '? 

:' T r. BEBDI;\;GTO:\'" : The income tax ;, 
nart1 \' rcsp011::-ibl(• for the Uilf'Dl}llo: n1011t 
~\·hjcl} C\.l .... t-- t<l-dav. ~lone·~ has bN"'n takr-11 
fi·onJ c'nlplnYf'l'S irl inconw ta'\" \\hi eh '.vonld 
nth nv! ' h~l\'0 bccu c-pPnt 1n employi11g 
workers. 

~~r~·. Pr\~.E · Th_ incozne of 2.000 srtuattcr.s 
'."Cas £4.500.000. 

l'-Ir. BEBBf'\GTOK: I will refer to what 
is ('all0d the' land f-!cttl0wc-nt sch0rnP. \Vhat 
have thr> Oon~rnmont done jn regard to 
that" The hon. morulwr for Ro,cwoocl asked 
me tlw otlwr da" what othn Co ·crnmcnts 
had d•mP. Oth£'1; G-ovPn1Tncnts made it pos
sible for mr~n on the land to o1vn their O\Vll 
hotnr>s. Thf'v allowed thLrn to get 160 acres 
of land at. 2~. 6d. an acre\ paying nt the 
rate of 6d. an acre for fivp years, v.·hen it 
bPC'tn1C their own. Thcv olw allo1vod a man 
to get 640 acre~ for 6d. Ln.n acre. with hYPnt_v 
years to pay it in. Tho~e nre tho men \\·ho 
h11':c stopped on the land. and they hnvc 
bo(ll ab1o to do that because thev got their 
land on reasona.ble terms. The prc,cnt 
Government take a way the right of a man 
to get his mYn home. They simpl;' giv0 him 
a 1ea~e. ~,~hirh is n1ercl:v R right to occupy so 
long as he fulfil, the conditions th<tt the 
CoYc•rnrncnt may irr1po.3o upon hin1-so long
a< he is willing to pay the rented. which 
mav be raised on r...:as.:;;f-~.sn1ent c\·ory few 
years. \Ye find that the Government have 
r:J isPd the Re1ectors' rents in some cases bv 
something like 700 per cent. It is stated in 
the Act that the fnture rents shall be based 
on the value of unimproved land in the 
district rrt the time of the reaFsessment. If 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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one hundred men go out into the wilderness 
and taku up land which is only 'vorth f.f-. 
un acre. if these n1c:n forn1 D cornrnnn1tv 
thf'rt' and raise the Yd.ltH' of the laud., t~J 
£2 10s. an acre, that is the price that :he 
Uovcrnn1ent will valuP it at. 

1\fr. STOPFORll: If a railwa·. is built there. 
it is the railway that cre~tes' the value. · 

Mr. BEBBI::\GTO~ : If men go into the 
countrv and in fourteen Years the land 
impro,~Ps in value to the extf.nt of £3 or £4 
pcr acrC': thPso are figUl'PS \vbich tho Cmnn1is .. 
sioncr will accr·pt as the \·a]ue of the land. 
and the rncn who WC'llt out. thert~ are taxed 
for their 0\1Tl1 indnstn .. · and for thPir uwn 
labour, although they' are supposed to be 
taxed onlu" on the unirnproved Y~lue. 

:\fr. STOPFORD: ·what about a rail" av 
boing built th re? Doe-; not that ilTifH'OYC 
the vulue of the land? 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: Tlw Government arc 
not satisfied with raifling the rents 500 per 
cent. or 600 per cent., but they increase tho 
Yalue of the land and tax the landowners 
for tlwir own industry, although the ~<et 
distinetly says that the Yaluc shall be the 
unimproved yaluc only. 

?-:ow \\ e come to the efforts made by the 
prco;;cnt Govcnuncnt on behalf of the prin1ary 
producer~. They assif:ted to fonn the Prirnary 
P1·oducers' Association~. The Secretary for 
AgTiculture has said eeYerul times that the 
farnH~rs arc unorganised an:l could not help 
themselves, and he him,clf is going to take 
pity on i.hcrn and Drgauise thcrn in their own 

. interests. We know that the farmers bronght 
the dairviuo· inU.ustrY up to a. Yal'ue of 
£6,000,000 ~"year. lfow could they do that 
if thf'y \Vere uuorgani;:jcd ·: The dairying 
industry gTe"\V up out of nothing, 1 cause at 
one tiu1c we used to irnporG ever,; thing fron1 
Ne'v Zealand. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'GBLIC LA;.;DS: \\Then 
was Lhc dairying industry Worth £6,000,000? 

;\1r. BE1313IKGTO::\: Last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC L\NDS: And vet 
YO:l srt Y thi, GoYernment ruined the dairy 
fr;_rmer~ J 

Mr. BEBBIKGTO~: Kevcr mind about 
that. They produce £6.000,000 worth of dairy 
products, and yet tho Sccret;uy for Agricul
tvre tells thnc pcopl0 that they are unorgan
iwd and he is going to organise them. 

What was the next <effort? The next effort 
"·as to get hold of the editor of " The Pro
duc~rs' Review." \Vhen I was told about it 
ncarl:<, threo ;~cars ago, I said to the farrners, 
'' You ,,re going to bo sold like a donkey at 
a fair." I a1so :'-aid, "The whol,__ influence 
of ' The Producers' R,evie\Y ' is being exerted 
in the interests of :Mr. Theodore. The Labour 
Go\·ernment has got ' The Producers' 
R2vie'' .' " I told them that " The Producers' 
Review " was doing the Government as good 
servic.· as tho " Daily Standard." 

Mr. Bc:LCOCK: You seem to be afraid of 
an honest journal. 

Mr. BEBBIC'JGTOC{ : The Minister threw 
dust in their eyes, and tried to make them 
b: licve that they were a down-trodden people, 
and that nobody cared for them and nobody 
would assist them. Kow, what are the facts? 
The vear before the Labour Government came 
into power the Denham Government advanced 

[2lir-. Bcbbington. 

£1 per acre for all new land put under wheat 
a.nd so1nething like 810 fanne1's took advan~ 
tage of that offer. Then th0 Denha1n Govern
ment ath•anced £14,000 worth of seetl wheat. 

Mr. l-IARTLEY: Hall of them never paid for 
it. 

Mr. BEBBI::\'GTO:'\: The Gov>'rnment 
paid 4s. 7d. per bmhel for the wheat and 
sold it back to the farmers at a profit of 2d. 
per bLrsheL A drought came on then, and 
there "\Yas only half a harvest. Bnt what did 
the Labour Guvcrnn1(~nt. do vvhen they ca1nc 
into office'! Did they a,sist the farmers? Ko. 
Trne to the comn1unistic principles thov 
practically seized ihP whole crop. Bc'tt th~-t 
was not the worst of it. They £ixed the price 
for flour made from this wheat, which the 
ll<'nhmn Government had adv.~nccd to the 
whc>atgrowero. They fixed the price of flour 
made from Q;10enslaud whect at £9 10s. per 
ton, while they fixed the price for wheat 
f(l'O\Hl by black labour and imported into, 
Qtwensland at £20 10s. per ton. 

?vir. l3cLCOCK: \Yhere do thev produce 
black-grown~ \V heat? '"' 

::lclr. BEBBI:'\GTON: I got those figur<:>s 
from the '' GovermnenL Gazette." They have 
been quoted in this Chamber before, and you . 
will find them in " Hansard " and in th& 
" Govcrnn1cnt Gazette," too, if you like to 
look in th; library. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will not be guilty of tedious 
repetition. 

Mr. BEBBI'\GTON: The late Hon. T. J. 
Ryan once said, '' There are things which 
are worth repeating over and ov-er and ov-er 
again." He vvas the :Pren1ier of this State 
when he said that, aud he was a good man. 
I haYe a gTeat respect for him, and I am fol
lo\':ing his example. I will show how the 
Seer· tary for Agriculture treated the fruit 
inJu~try. The hon. gentlen1an ~vent up to 
Daiby and said that the show was important, 
bLJL it was nothing to the import;mce of th" 
GoYel·nn1c11t sC'hernc. lie said that the fruit 
lndn:'-;trv 1.vas ·demoralised. \Yho demoralised 
tlro fruit indastry? I will tell you quick. 
.ALou.t twelve r.L.Lonths ago about ten members 
of this party went up to Stanthorpe and made 
inoui1·ic-, into the fruit industrv. \\e n11do 
in,~cstigatious as to ho\v the 1f:tdustiy could 
be assist{,d, and the hen. mcrnbcr for Car
JUHYon arranged with the Country party to 
deal with the m11tter. and we .decided that, 
in the interests of the people of the Stan
thorpc di;trict, certain legislation was nece;
sary. Th~ Country pa'rty arranged to wait 
on the Premier, and, if the ,deputation did 
not take place, it was the Premier's fault 
alld not ours. There "\VCre several deputations 
to :>Iinisters, and it was agreed to includP 
the legislation in the Governor's Speech. A 
paragraph appeared in the Governor's Speech 
at the opening of th0 session last year in 
which it was stated that the fruit industry 
should be assisted. \Vhat was that legislation 
to consist of? It was to give the fruitgrowers 
power to borrow money. Deputations ca.me 
down from Stanthorpe and asked the Govern
ment for money. They wanted to be respon
sible for erecting cold stores at Stanthorpe 
to a---sist the fruit industry. 'lhc deputation 
came down from Stanthorpe when the House 
was sitting. and it waited here for over a 
week. And bv and by it became evident 
that the Govei'nment were going to shirk 
their r-esponsibilities. The Secretary for 
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.A.g-riculture, vvho had receiYed them {;ordially, 
Lco·an to give them the cold shoulder, and 
th~v bcca1nc dispirited, so that the hon. mem~ 
her~ for ~C~rnarvon decided to ask a question 
in the House. He a,,ketl me about it. He 
said, "You have the Act at: our flnger8' ends 
and know what they ea·, do." I said, "It 
is vour business; it is in your electorate," bnt 
I ~xplained the provi ions of. the Act, 'in cl 
th(~ ho<L rnen1b,•r askPd a qur:,tJon as to w11at 
the Governrnent intended doing-Jid they 
intend carrying out their promise in the 
Gon•mor's Speech-did they intend passing 
legislation to enable thos people to borrow 
the money" The answer was that the ::Vlinis
ter had no knowledge that any mon had 
enter.~d into financial obligations believing 
that the Governn1ent w '1'8 g-oing to carry 
out those ·works. Seeing that the hon. gentle
rnan made such a.n ans,Ver \Vhcn a deputation 
had been down here for a week with him, I 
f'ay that it wU:, <1 de1i b('rate lie, and nothing 
else. 

The CHAIRMAI\ : Order ! The hon. mem
ber rnust ·vvithdr~n\ that state1ncnt. 

:\fr. BEBBII\GTO:::\: I >rill; but I sav 
it ·w<hl an incwrh:t an::-wcr, all the _,aln~. 
l 2av that, ·when the ~Iini_,tcr gave that 
answCr to the hon. lnetnbt:r, ho kne-w per
fectlv \vell it was incorrect, because he had 
had 'the deputation here with him for over 
a week. I met the deputation myself in the 
stree· Ono of them was e, man who had 
oeiw11 half his lifetime to the industry-he 
~;a~ -nearly se\·enty years of age-and h<~ "\Vas 
almost crying. He said, " I am afraid to 
go hmne." (Lau~:,;hter.) There wcro !'old1ers' 
furnilies there 'vaiting for thos(~ cold stores 
and preservinrr "\Yorks, ~o that they 1nighr. pay 
their creditor~ and bny food for their chil
dn~n ~ nd clothrs for their '"i-vcs and fan1ilies. 
Yet hem. 1..:.~-'nlbers OllJJO~ite eau laugh at 
things like that. That was not the case 
with rny friend. l-Ie ,.,-as ncarl:--7 crying. He 
~aiJ., "I urn afraid to go honu~. I. ~aYe 
n:·omi::;ed thc•rn so 1nuch. rrhc J\Iunstcr 
ilrom1~P·d n1c n1uch, and that the legis~ 
lat1cn \Yould pakJ:cd.'' In spite of all 
th •t, - s you know perfectly well, this House 
adjourned and went to the· rvielbournc races. 
an l l it those people to stew in their own 
juice. (Uproar.) 

:\!lr. CoLLINS: ~ot true. 

::ilr. BEDBI~GTON: I sav vou did. Thc,
left them to st-e\v in their· 0.1Yn juice, and 
\vellt to tbe ~lelbourne race.; and left those 
peopk to >' arve rather than stay her, for 
a Jay o::· two; and, \vhen they came back, 
the :\!linistor had the infcmal cheek to go up 
to the Stanthorpe Sho\\' and tell them that 
tbcir industry \:V a-, dcrnoraliscd. \Vho 
<lemonlised it'! He did. Is it not demoral· 
isation to promise the fruitgrowers £2,500 
and then go away to tlw Melbourne races and 
loa Ye the L uitgrowero' child1·en to otarve? 
\\hat cbc is it? 

l\'lr. PDLLOf"' : Get quite eool before :you 
start again. (Laughter.) 

::VIr. BEBBII\G'l'OJ'\ : I am all right. I 
give any 1nan on that Bide leaye to say 
anything about me to-nic;ht if I have not 
done right. I haYe been in this House for 
twol,-c years, and I defy them to S'ly that I 
have done anything- dishonourable. (Dis
order.) I de.fy members opposite to say that 
any man in this party touched anything in 
that wav. vVe stand for clecan and honour
able poiitics, and any man who comes here 

has to prove hirnself right, and he has got 
to keep right. 

\Ye corne back again to the Primary Pro
ducer& Organisation Bill. I sa.> there has 
never been a nlCU:SUl'C: pa::.sed in thi;:; Chanl
bcr which has thrown as much dust illto the 
producers' eyes as that measure. 

~Ir. BCLL'OCK: You vutcd for it. 

:\ir. BEEBil'\GTON: I know I did. I told 
tho people _,-hat I thought about it, and I 
said that, if the farmer' wanted it, they had 
a right to have it. 

::VIr. BuLcoc·c: Then you are responsible 
for it. 

J\Ir. PE.\SE: . Did they want it? 

Ivlr. BEBBINGTO:"J: They said they 
wantt~d it. Nobody spoke to me about it. 
(Qo,·ermncnt interjections.) I want to say 
that the farmers to-dav do not know what 
that Bill is. A good ;nauy farmers believe 
that they arc going to have a vote for the 
Council of Agriculture'. Nothing of the sort! 
The farrner has a vote in his local associa
tion, Vlhich ,,,end.., a delegate to the district 
council, which sends a delegate to the Conn
cil of Agriculture. You have about four 
degree:;. The Council of Agriculture keeps 
the farrner, tho n1an who finds the money, 
Jl\'c degrees away from the Government. At 
present he can appeal to his own member, 
and pull him over the coals if he does not 
get an ans\vC'r in a vveok. \Vhen the organisa~ 
tion is formed, he will send a note to the 
local a.osociation, the local association will 
>n-itc to the district council, the district 
council to the Couneil of Agriculture, and 
the Council of Agriculture will go to the 
:vlinistcr. aJ,d by that time they will have 
forgotten all about the farmer, and the 
farmer '"ill find that he has not got what 
he thought h·e had-that he has been sold 
like a dog in a fail'. (Interruption.) 

Hero is anotber thing that I would like 
the far,ncrs lo know-that is, that the men 
who are enrolling as Inemo0rs of this Pri1nury 
l'rouucers' ·Association will be re,ponsib!e, 
v.-hcn tht~ Go\'crnnw~ t turn then1 ovC'r in 
about ,,even or eight months' tin1t:, for 
carrying on the organi.:'ation, the cost of 
"·hich is How £400 or £500 a week, and will 
,-cry soon amount to £1,00} a week. (Govenl
ment interjections.) I was ono of those who 

said that we should alter the 
[8 p.m.J comtitntion of the organisation 

altogether. I tried to provide 
that, in:tea~ of organising all the~e ?istricts 
and cmplo;vmg fort:' or fifty orgamsors to 
go about preaching socialisn1 and communism 
for the Govcrnn1ent at the farmers 1 expense, 
wo should have representative" of our dairy
ing companies, of the vVheat Board. and of 
our already organised farmers' institutions. 
If we brought those men together. we would 
havP a Council of Agriculture which would 
be valuable. 

The bell indicated that tho hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would iike for 
a few· moments to say a few things with 
regord to certain things that have ha.ppE'ned 
rlm·ing this week. It is not my intention 
to refer in any shape or form to a matter 
which is sub judice; but, so far as the 
N ct.ionalist party are concerned-~ 

Mr. BuLOOCR: Another disclaimer. 

Mr. 'TAYLOR: So far as the Nationalist 
pa.rty and the Nationalist organisatiom are 
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conc0Ned, I dnirr· to say that they had 
nothing to do with tho evenh that have 
taken placG during the last fnv days. 

;\1r. D1:LCOCK: You said that about the 
fr:n10us delegation, too. 

~.1r. TAYLOR: All I wish to say is that, 
if ·-,·":, can.:.1ot get OYC'r on to the other side 
of the Chan1bcr 1vithout adopting such 
methods, aJl I hope is that w•c shall stop 
here for the term of our natural lives. 

GoVER:;rAIENT ~1El\1BERS: 1-1car, hear! 
~\Ir. 1~0LLOC3(: How \\a~ it that Iviax\vell 

knew that · Jrncono vyas g-oing over? 
? .. Ir. 1L\XWiCLL: I deny that. 

l\1r. TAYLOR: Ever;~ nlan in this Cham
ber-it Joos Pot rnattOr -.,yhat his politics 
a rro or on · ··hich side ho sits~should be 
jealous of the honour of this Chamber; and 
an:· me.n who is not jealous of the hor.our 
of this Cha-111br~r should not occupy a place 
in it. If there arc men who have done 
things •,vhich thoJ· should not have done, my 
''ish is lhat they be scver-·ly punished. That 
i5 all I ha-..~e t,1 say in r 'gard to that rnn.ttor. 

\Y,hen ono comes to consider the position 
fiJCaucially which has existed in Queensland 
for th0 last fe\:· YOars~,vhon ono cornes to 
consider that, when the Tr'··aourer delivered 
his Financial Statr)n1ont a ftnv d~tys ago, 
the best h" could tell us '-''HS that on 30th 
,June next he anticipated a deficit of 
£576.000~to sa·,· the loa,t. I think it is an 
appalling S'L!tb ~n:ont for .the rrrca.surcr to 
have to n1ake; and it is n1o_,t rogr('tta blo 
that, in adrnini~torin~· the finances during 
the last few yc:::t.rs, the Government have not 
been able to make a ,-crv mach better show
ing than thov are doing 'at the present time. 
It would not be a rr•uttor of very groat 
concern vvhat tho public debt amounted to 
providcJ ',\·e could sho- l as·-eta and rrpro~ 
ductive works for the monov whic11 had been 
cxpC>n:Jc~J. Looking at our hnancial po .ition, 
it is difficult to sot~ where the money has 
been . spent in a rcprodu·~~ti ve \\ay or in t.he 
creation of greater assf)b3. I· hnve said 
nwnv tirnos that onr n··"':ts arc as valt:able 
to-dii ":,- a·, ever thcv \· e1·c. One hon. mcr.n_bel' 
stated this afternOon that it iB Yn::ll to say 
<:or{·1in things ov::r and o·ver aga.in. Ii1 
criticising tho finnncF·, of this State, we find 
that it is necessary to repeat things m·er and 
oYer again so that th•· pr•ople may undor
sbnd what the position real!:. is. The Trea
surer £:-timaL·.-.; that he IYill receive in 
revenue £12.202,000, w.hich is about £70,000 
le-, than the revenue which he estimated 
hrJ wouid receive during the last financial 
ycnr~which estirnatc was excoedod by 
£40.000 on total receipts amounting to 
£12,311,000. \Vhen one s0es the tremendous 
expansion of revenue and expGnditure, one 
needs to look round to find whore the monev 
has been spent. I will refer to the rt'pm;t 
of the Auditor-General on State enterprises 
foJ' the year 1921. vVe ha.ve to repeat these 
figures time and time again, to show how 
tnoney is being spent and lost. The Secre
tary for Mine,, speaking a couple of nights 
ago with reo;ard to the cDrrying on of the 
Gm·crnment's mining acti,-ities in J'\orth 
Queensland, '"ked if it W36 not a good thing 
that they had been a.ble. by carrying on 
operations in mining ficlde, to employ a 
tremendous amount of labour and so cause 
thf, expenditure of a largo sum of money. 
There is something in the argument; but 
surely we could have fonnd some direction 

[111r. Taylor. 

in which that money could have been spent 
"ithont incurring the colossal losses which 
lw ve been snstainod in n1ining venturers. in 
North QuecnBland. Certainly, it has pro~ 
vidL•d tt certain arnount of cn1ployrnent and 
hP brought freight to our railways in cer
tain arca,s, but it would have been very much 
'visor had the Government not n~nturod on 
those mining activities. but had searched 
to sec whore they could spend tho money 
in dcYdopmcntal reproductive works. 

The r .ilwa.v refrr,hmPnt-rooms m:~ de a 
profit last yea;· of £6,859. The tJta I accumu
lated profits prior t.o that were £34,409, 
n1aklng the total af the f'nrl of last finan
cial year £41,268. The Babinda Hotel had 
accunuda.ted profite, to 30th June last year, 
,,mounting to £2,505~thc result of four 
years' tuding. Here a re where the losses 
come in : On tlw State fish supply husiness 
the accumulated loss at 30th .June, 1921, was 
£25.781. vYhat did the people of Qucons
land-ancl particular1y the people of Bris
ba'1P, for whon1 thi~.:;. industry \Vas 
f'~trrbli3hcd~get? Dear fish is all they got; 
there: was no cheapening of the cost. That 
sum of £25,871 conld have been spent in a 
much more profitable wa;r and have br nw.ht 
a vcrv much better return to the State. The 
lo ,s o'n the fish industrv for the vear 1819-20 
'"as £8,458 ; and for titc yr ar 1920-21 it wa.s 
£9.807. The loan liabilitv to the Trcasur.v 
cyas reduced in 1919 br £30,000 from sm·plus 
profits made by the State butcheries. By 
thi> payment a saying of £1.500 was made 
in the < urying out of that particular indus
trv. In connt•ction \vith the ca.nnorv~and 
ot:"!1cr State cn~erprii+"'-thero was, "urtfor
tunately, a !os' of £29,471. 

Hon. 'vY. FmWAX S~!TTU: What did can
nurif's of a similar n,_,turc lose that vr-ar? 
Tiw.v lost £100,COO~c1ue to the same t1:ouble 
a:~ 1\"C experienced. 

1\Tr. T \ YLOR: I am not quoting other 
CJ.Jlllf•rics; I an1 quoting the State cannery. 

Hon. '\V. FORG.iX Snnnr: Yon must look 
a.~ the other cannori£.~__,. as a b::Lsis for com
parison. 

Mr. T~'\. YLOR: I am only poiut.ing out 
wh:.t the State ha-; clone in connectiou with 
1·hat euternrise. I do not want to be n1i 
Iulden~tooci iil conncctio11 ''"ith tJw State 
rHI!IlPrv I ".:as 0.110 1\o'l1o ~poke on the Land 
St-'tdm;lent Com1nitb .-·~ fat· the PStD b!i:::.h~ucnt 
of n C'a nnf'rY, lwcalFC I recognl,,nd that 'iYe 
hacl ;.n1d1crs goi11g on to the Jand to pro
dure pint'npple~. whii~h arc a v0ry p0ri""hablf' 
ere p. and a crop which vvill not sta.nd n. lot 
of bandling and knockjr.g about; and, unless 
\Y0 \YPre prcpal'cd by ~ornc n1cans: to 0r0ct a 
canucrv to can their products, I felt that it 
was pi·obable those soldiers would make a 
vnry gre?Ht lo~s in thc·ir artivitics as pinf'
apple growers. The GoYernmcnt haYe g-onP 
right outside of what, to a number of us, was 
the orig·ina] intention of the cannery. \Yhen 
it \Ya.s ~tarted the idea was that it wns to be n 
cannery to dca] with soldier~' product" That 
princij)l<> h" hcen departed from, and the 
cannery. unfortunately, has n1::~.clo a very 
serir•W' I<> '· I hope it \Yil! not bo very long 
be fore it is re-established; but I am very 
much afraid, with the wav things arc at the 
present time. that it will be a long time 
before the loss is made good. 

Hon. iY. FOIWAN S3TITH: There is no can
ner~' in Qupens]a.nd in a c,ounder financ-ial 
position to-day. I had a deputation the 
other day from the privatP- canneries. 
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JHr. TAYLOR: I understand that most 
c-anneries have had a bad time, but, if we 
had not gone outside of the original intention 
of this cannery, I do not think the loss would 
haYc been as much as it is to-day. Another 
adivitv that was started \\ith a great 
flouri"h of trumpets was the State Produce 
Agency. That enterprise up to 30th June 
I ast shmred a loss of £25, 7U5. I defy the 
:11ini,ter in Charge of State Enterprises, or 
all'/OJW r:lse. to ;;;how any produce agency in 
th~ whole of Oneensland~ thaf has n1ade Dllf'

tenth of the Io'ss made by the Stabo Produce 
..:\gPncy. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAX SMITH: Some of th<.o pro-
duce ics lH~HJe very profitable sale, 
throilgh State Produce Agenc, .. 

i\Tr. TA YLOR: \Vhatever pro Ob they 
made, they made out of sales to the State 
ProJu '~ Agc'lll'V. rrhe State Produce- _\gcncy 
-..vas out tD lny~ produce ·without n1aking any 
1n·ofit out of it. 

Hon. \V. FORGAX s~nTJI: That was very 
bad deal. and a deal that should ncvc·r has"e 
been 1nadc. 

:'.Ir. TAYLOR: I admit that; but what 
;;;nrt of uwllugr'ITlPnt \Vas it that alle.no;'ed a, 
manager to spend £30,000 or £40.000 of the 
State'~ nwucy '? \Yhat .s·ort of ~upcrYi:sjoll 
was l-h•in!!_· cXcj_'ciscJ that allo\Yed an incli
Yidual to· clo that'? 

I-IQn, \Y. FoHG·\~ S:\IITII: IIc had no rjght 
t_) do \Yhat he did. 

;\!;-. T), YLOR: The :Uinister sa vs thut hco 
had no rigl;t to rlo it. He was ailo.wcd to do 
it, and the tnoney was fonncl tu allow hin1 to 
-d1 it. The moncv had to be found bv the 
<:"ta te to -pay for t'ho goorls. ~ 

:.\Ir. BREXX.\X : He got the sack. \Yho 
uwdc• a pt·oflt out of it; 

~.Ir. 'L\YLOR: Thf' accumnlatcd profits on 
the State butcher shops and the meat
works up to 30th J nne, 1921, amounted 
to £22.449. The loss for tho year ended 30th 
.T nne, 1921. amounted to £13,123. The actual 
1-o:Ss on the vear's tran~action on St::1t·-~ 
-stJt1onc: a:rnotu~t-cl to no less u sn1n than 
£194.147, lc•,s £58.271, which, the Auditor
GcnOl'al point~ out, was accumulated profit 
and rcscn-e which had be<'n deYotcd to reduc
ing the tren1endous loss n1ade during that 
vear on the State stations. If the GoYcrn
inent had not lost their bead oYer State 
~tations and waded in the way they did, 
buying stations in every po~sible direction 
from north to south, they would probably 
have been able to show a small profit, or, at 
all events, a very slight loss; but. inste&d of 
tbat. thoy set out as monopolists in that Jlar
ticular industry, and, as a consoqucncc. they 
simply lost tons of thousands of pounds to 
the people of Queensland. 

Mr. DRENNA)l: ·what did the people save 
in the price of meat during the \Yar ., 

.11r. TAYLOR: The total losse' on State 
-enterprises for the vear 1921 amounted tD 
£272.523. Tho profits made on the Railway 
Refreshment-rooms and tho Babinda Hotel 
amounted to £7,924. leaving a. total loss for 
the year of £264.599. One hon. member this 
afternoon quoted from a book entitled 
"Frenzied Finance." \Vhen one con1c.:; to 
consider seriouslv the finances of the State 
of Queensland. and compare them with what 
they \vere seven. eight, or nine years ago. 
they will come to the conclusion that there 
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has bcou t'ither " frenzied finance" or most 
inco1npetcnt handling of the State finances 
to put them into the position they are in 
to-day. 

Mr. BHENXAX: Ko. The slump in the 
cattle market accounts for a good deal of it. 

.1\Ir. TAYLOR: I !mow that the slump in 
the cattle market accounts for a considerable 
mnount of loss; but the hon. member who is 
interjer:lillg" kno\\s quite \Yell that, if the 
GoYel'llllll'!lf had adopted the prudent method 
which statian owners adopt. instead of trv in(r 
to nwint,lin the price of c<1ttle above ,\ h:Jt 
, .. ~s rr-o]Jy their markc t value at that par
ticular titnC', ,,·ith tlw l'( ..;ult that tlll \V hole 
durnp hu''· fallen nprn then1 in one year, 
prDbably we \Yonlcl not ha\~C had the l-os~ 
that \YC. hnv(• to-dav. The GoYernn1Cl1t ha\·<' 
not exercised that· pmdencc and forr,sight 
which ~Stocko\-rners a.nd cattle-raisers exercise 
in connPction with tho a~~,~cssnwnt of the yalue 
of their herds and flocks \Yhcn taking stuck 
r., the end of the year. 

:'vlr. l3REX~AX: 1'ho State stations have only 
be·::::Oll in cxistenre for about a couple of ::ear:~. 
Th0 Goverruucnt haYo ouly just started. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: I sincerely hope that the 
GoverninC ·ut ha Ye just about finished. lf 
thi:~ is onh· the ,,tart. ,~·hat the GoYorumcnt 
hope to Jo in the fnture I do uot knOY·:. 
I-IcaYC'n otdv kno'\YS 1Shat i~~ in store for us 
in tlw futm:e. 

:.lr. 11TIESX.'t~: Nonsense. 

Hon. \\'. FoHGAX s~n·rn: 'l'lw. hem. membc•r 
has no occa.'31un tu look after tlw futnre. 

1Ir. BHE:\1\AX: Tho future v;ill look after 
itself. 

Mr. TA¥LOR: During i-he fifty-four years 
CJf solf-govcnnnent in Quet?nsland, prior to 
tlH' Jll"f''ent GoYernrncnt takiug office, the 
total pnblic debt of tlw State was somewhere 
about £54.000,000. 

1\lr. BREXXAX: What was the public debt of 
the CotnlnonW{-'.alth at thut tinw? 

Mr. T.I,YLOR: I am talkiug- about 
Queen·laud. The bo11, nlt•,nbcr. wl1o ls ~o 
persistcutly interjecting, knows perfectly 
well. aud if he does not know I ill tell him. 
tha! for four vears and bYo or three 1nonths 
the Commonwrealth GoYemment had to mam
tain the Australian Inlpcrjal Forces,. 

:\Ir. BREXXAX : For destruction. 

Mr. 'TAYLOR: If it had not been for 
de,truction, the hon. member would not be 
here to-night. It is only because the men 
went to f1ght and tho money was founJ b.v 
Australia that he is in thi,; Chamber 10-ni'l"ht 
in tlw comfort.abl e position which he occupiCR~ 
and he should realise that. If he would onl,· 
refra.in fl·-orn throwing acro~,,, this Chan1bor 
his senseless jnterjcctionsJ jt would be very 
much more to his credit. and would add ycry 
much to the dig'tlity of the dobato . 

JVIr. BREXXAX: You wanted conscription. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am Ycry thankful there 
were not n1any like you conscripted. 
(Laughter.) During the seven years and 
three months that tho Government have 
occupied the Treasury benches, they have 
added to the public debt of Queensland 
between £35,000,000 and £36,000,000. vYe 
need not be afraid of the total debt of 
Queensland to-day. I a!U not at all afraid 
of the debt wo owe to-day; but I am afraid 
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and I arr1 anxious in regard to the adminis~ 
trat!on of the iinance3 of Queensland; and, 
when ono looks round and asb himself the 
question: ~. Can you point in 1s·hat ~dirc•ction 
we ha vc added to the a'scts of the State 
by this cnorn1ous expt'ndituro of over 
£35.000,000' ., it is a difficult matter to put 
your finger on the ::.pot whL)r,~ benefiL have 
been conferred on the people by that enor
nlous expenditure of rnoney. 

The Premier and Mr. Fihclly, some years 
ago, wrote a pamphlet, and I would like to 
refer to that pamphlet, because such a 
change has taken place since it vvas \Vritton 
in 1915 in the attituue of the Premier and 
Treasurer. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S'HTH : The world has 
moved on. · 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. This pamphlet >~as 
being sent out to the people of Queensland 
as a solornn warning of the nlaladministra
tion of the finances of Queensland by the 
Liberal Administration at that time and 
prior to that date. The people of Queens
land v, ere told in this pamjlhlet that our 
debt pet· head of the population was ovm· 
£80. The debt per head of the population 
now is £ll0, so I suppCJw it is all right. 
It was ail wrong in 1914, but in 1922 it is 
quite all right to bring· the debt up to 
£110 per head. That is the finance of the 
present GoYcrnrnent. 

;\lr. HIORD.\N : What about that war you 
were talking about? 

:\lr. TA YLOH : Then the people were 
asked this, "Do :;-ou kno1v that a man, his 
wife, and family of four owe £490 ?" A 
pretty ajlpalling condition of affairs to tell 
a man with a wife and family of four that 
he ov.-ed £490 ! 13ut the latest £lgnres arc 
that a man, his wife, and famil;; of four owe 
about £670 ! 

J'vlr. COLLINS: \Vc ha,-e got the assets. 

Mr. TA YLOR : \;V e ha vo got the assets
realise that. It was <1uitc a wrong thing 

for a rna11, his v:ifc, aud four chillhen to O\\ e 
£490 se\'C!l years ago, but it is quite all 
right in 1922 for a man, his \vile. aud family 
of four to owe £670. Then thev told us 
this- · 

'• Do you kno'•.- ihat a man '' ho has a 
family of four pa-y- £18 in intorc-,t on 
loans every year, v, hich rncans 7s. per 
week'?" 

The figure' now are that a rnan, \i·ith a \Yife 
and family of four, pays each ye,u' £27 in 
intere::;.t. The Govcrnrnent have put another 
£9 during the time they have been carrying 
on tho affairs of this State on to these people 
they \Vorc syn1pathisi:ng Y'(,-ith) and who were 
told that the "\dministration at that date 
\Yere inflicting ~~uch trernondous bnrdens on 
thonl. Then they ar:kcd this question~ 

" Don't you think the system should 
be: altered!" 

Th<'y altered it all right; but they have 
nut altered it in the '" a7 they wished the 
people to believe they intended to alter it. 
The pco[ll, were told this also-

" That is Liberal flnance. 'What do 
you think about it? \Yould you conduct 
vour O\Vll private affairs on f3uch a 
i·idiculous basis and hav-e any respect 
left?" 

That is what the pamphlet written by the 
Premier and his colleague, Mr. Fihelly, said 

[i11r. TayZar. 

in 1915. Then, over the leaf they tell us 
this-

" P('rhaps you no;y s0c why finance is 
wppoocd to hP n vcr:, abstruse question. 
It wonld not do for the av-erage man and 
wontan to irnagiHo for a mon1ent that 
they could apprehend its subtletiPs and 
unrav-el its mystnric,, They might find 
there wen' no mvsterics at all. Fot· 
instance, in ono l<;nn connected with a 
c;,rtain Australian Stato not a thousand 
1nilcs fron1 Queensland, an item appearPd 
for car hire, £207. Is that instrudiv-e 9 " 

£207 for c.1r hire ~ Opposite that I hav-e 
got the expenditure of the Premier on his 
trip homo, £3,730. and the expenditure of 
Mr. Fihelly on tlw trip he took-about 
£1,8CO. Yet thev find fault with the small 
expenditure of £207 for car hire ! The:-
further said-

" The Denham Government is fond of 
talking of its surplus~s. The word 
'surplus' sounds ptett;T and inviting. It 
argues sou11d and careful government. 
And, generally speaking, the ordinary 
elector does not ann]vse ilnance ~nfli
ciently to see the importance of it all." 

Thee· tell you iherP that surpluses argue 
sound and careful govcrnn1ent. I 1vould Iikt~ 
tu kno"'' \vhat deficits argue. I bupposc they 
a rguc un;;.,ound uncl unskilful gove-rnrnent. 
The pamphlet goes on-

" "\Vould you be surprised to know that 
l he deficits of Liberal Governments since 
Queensland "\Yas rnailc a separate colony. 
thttt is from 1859 to 1914, have amounted 
to £4,219,708, and that the much-talked 
of ::,urplus0s have only amounted tn" 
£2,600,843." 

You cannot be surprised when, considering
the rctrcnchnicnt ~,·ou haYo suffered and arc 
sufl'cring, that soincthing js \Vrong at the 
l)rcscnt InDn1cnt. It is not no( t~ssar,y to go. 
back sixty vcars. Thf) prC''d)nt Uovenuncnt 
for six ycats endeu 30th ,J uno, 1921, addou 
to the 'tated deficit £834,933, and to the 
alllgedl y 1nuch-talkctl of ~urpluses the 
exceeding!:: small sum of £71,455. They 
say-

" That- moans " total dollcit of 
£1,618,C65." 

The total deficit of £1,618.865 has been in
creased b, the present Government to 
£2.379.034," and that does not include the 
£180,000 for tbe year just ended. Then they 
say-

" Do v-ou know from 1900 to 1914 the 
deficits amounted to £1.163,893 and the 
surpluses to £714,623? That is in four
teen vears an accumulated deficit of 
£449,2.70." 

This is their record for sev-en vcars. It 
only took the present Gm-ernrncnt' six yearo 
to show deficit-_- umountinp- to £613,000 and 
surplus,cs amounting to £11,455. That is in 
six years an accumulated deficit of £542,024. 
I am not going through the vd1ole of the 
parnphlet, but it is rnos~ indtruc~ive ~nd 
mmt intorcstiug. They firnsh up w1th thJs-

" Finance is tho basis of goYcrnn1cnt." 

1\lr. BREKKAN: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TA YLOR: The Premier and his 
Government apparently do not think so. 
Thev further state-

" " It is also the test of Governments." 
Mr. RIORDAN : Who wrote that'! 
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Mr. TAYLOR: You knov, who wrote it. 
If it is the test of Governments, all that ono 
can say is that the Govornmcut have failed 
abjectly in carryiug out that which they 
ach·ocatod when thev issued that famous 
circular in 1915. • 

:\Ir. Dt:LCOCK: What ahout the £1,000,000 
deficit in \Vestern Australia'! 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: I am very much obliged 
t•J the hon. member for his interjection about 
\Vestorn Australia. Tho \Vestcrn Australian 
sinking fuud on 30th J uno, 1921, amounted to 
£7,641,000, and the accumulated deficits to 
£5,493,000-a surplus of £2,148,000. I have 

here the rcjlort of the Auditor
[8.30 p.m.] General for Western Australia. 

The added interest and the con
tributions of the Government of \Yostern Aus
tralia to the sinking fund every year are 
more than their ddicits. For 1920-21 the 
incl'ca~e in the sinking fund was £792 738 
and the deficit for the same vear ',\-a~ 
£686.725. The ir>creaso in the sinbng fund 
for 1919-20 as £694,120, and the deficit for 
that yl'ar was £668,000. The additio.n to the 
sinking fund for 1918-19 was £586 000. a11d in 
that year the clcfic·it was £652.oon.' or between 
£60,000 and £70,000 more than· the sinkiniT 
fund C'ontribution for that year. In 1917-1S 
the aclclitio:1 to the sinking fund was £534 887' 
and the deficit for that \'ear was £705' ooo' 
There htt YC been hvo or" three years ~inc~ 
1911-12 "·hen the deficits were more than the 
addition" that \Yero made to the sinking 
fund. If the hon. member would like to 
chock the figures, he will fmd thorn in the 
report of the .\uditm-(jom'ral for \Yestcrn 
Australia, and he \Yill find that what I haYe 
,tatecl is correct. 

1\_Ir. BuLCOCK: What about the period in 
";h1ch they suspended the operation of the 
su1lung fund? 

J\Ir. TAYLOR: I could not tell vou about 
chat. In criticising the last re·Jo.rt of the 
rrreasnrer of \\~c~stcrn ..:-'\ ustralia, the principal 
paper there said-

'' "\Ve cannot each ren.r face a deficit 
i? ~xces of the sinking fund contribu
twns, and we cannot for long· face one 
equa] to it." 

A. :inkiyg fund is initiated for the purpose 
ot put; n~~ ~brake on what r11ight bo called 
s~0ndt11 ntt ..!..l'f~a~lll"f~rs; but the 'TrC'a;.urers in 
\\ p,,ten~ A~1straha know the strong Position 
of tho smking fund, and it has not boon very· 
much of a brake to them. They roalic0 that 
they can go ahead, and that tho interest and 
the contribution 'vhich is made to the sinking 
fund amount to more than the dcilcit which 
1.3 lilcdy to accrue fnnn their adrn:inistration. 
I hope hoc. mom bc·rs will take notice of 
the·.·c figures, bocauoe we are continually 
h,aYing V\'estern Australia thrown up at us. 
'I he contn butwns and the mterest amount 
to more than the deficits. 

:VIr. DULCOCK: Don't YOU think that is 
financial juggling? • 

Mr. TAYLOR: There mav be a little 
financial juggling or transposition of figures 
about it; but the fact remains that ·western 
Australia is not in the deplorable condition 
which hem. members opposite would like the 
public to think. I thi1 k, in de:ding with 
other States, we should quote the official 
figure., as the.' are issued by the Auditor
General and those who have charge of the 
affairs of those States. 

Mr. DREKNAN: Why is it that Queensland 
is the only State which could get a loan in 
.L\_merica? 

:\fr. TA YLOR: The other States did not 
need to go to .L\.n1erira. They were able to 
get all the money they wanted from the homo 
land, whore I hope all our loans will be 
raised in future. 

:;y1r. PF\SE: The home land itself had to ge> 
to America. 

Mr. TA YLOR: With regard to the deficiL 
of this State during recent years, laking the 
deftcits which have been creotod during the 
r8girne of the present Govornrnent, if the 
Tre;l',·Uror's e~timate i-, anything like realised 
at the end of the v<·u. we shall haYo an 
accumulated deficit ~f about £1,525,652. We 
have hrtd an enormous burden of taxation 
inflicted upon the people of Queensland 
clming the last few years. 

l\lr. CoLLI~s: Not on the people, but on 
the wealthy das8. 

:\ir. TA YLOR: The taxation has been 
hc.I.Yier than it has over been before. Yet 
we shall be faced with this enormous accumu
lated deficiency 1vhen our accounts are rnade 
up at the end of next year. I think that it 
i~ tin1e sonw alteration vvas 1nade in th0 
method of financing the affairs of this State. 

Reference has been made bv ·the hon. mem
ber for Bow en to the standard of living being 
rPduccd. It is not the standard of living- that 
"ants altering-; it is the infernal standard of 
extravagance that has been croatLd in Aus
tndia that is strangling us and causing a lot 
of our trouble. 

Mr. Bt:LCOCK: You want to cut people 
dDwn to the bare nccc-si ties. 

l\Ir. T.-\ YLOR: Ko; the hon. member is 
-,aying that-not I. Ho knows that an 
oxtrayagant standard of Jiy·ing has been 
created. 

J\lr. DHE~xAN: B,· whom'! 

:'IIr. TA YLOR: ::'\ot by the hon. member; 
he is not extravagant unlc;:Jfl on hin1self. 
Imtoad of people 8upporting Au8tralian 
industri0s_. and spending a:) 1nuch n1oncy as 
po,ciblc for that purpo,o, we find thorn going 
in fnl' 0xtravagant artif'h•s fro1n abroad, and 
the monc·y to pay for the-e articlr·s has to be 
sent out of the Sbto. Duty is certainly 
cnllcded bv the Federal GoYcrurncnt, but 
this is one of the thin'TS \Yhich wan( altering 
thrmt~hout Australia.- From the highest to 
the lmYest \\·o want to cut dov·n that standard 
of extravagance, and gc t down to a more 
normal condition of Jiying than that which 
has cxi tcd during- thc> last few years. 

Mr. DRE:i")[AN: \Vhy don't you apply to 
your wealthy friends? 

Mr. T~\ YLOR: I am referring to ovc·r:v
bodY. The hon. member is ono of mv woalthv 
friends. \Yhy doe' he not cut out the thing's 
h~:: can do without? 

Mr. BRE)[~A)[ : Like .Adam and Eve. 

Mr. T \ YLOR: I would not like to see the 
hon. member dressed in a fig- loaf. (Laughter.) 

Mr. RIORDAN: Cut out the motor-cars. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Th0ro was a time .,,hen we 
did !lot require motor-cars. The Premier 
could tlien go homo in a tramcar, but it 10 

not so now. The Premier has to have a 
motor-car to go home in. (Interruption.) 

1~1r. Toy/or.j 
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The CHAIRMA="' : Order ! I would ask 
hon. members not to be continually intcr
mpting. \Vhile the Chairman can stop some 
interjections, it is hardiy fair to ha;•l a 
continual run of them. 

OPPOSITION ME}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TA YLOR: Another matter referred 
to in the Finn,ncial Statement is the cotton 
industry. I think that everyone is pleased 
to eee the development ,,-hich has taken place 
in thi;s industr:-. I thcught that the Trea
surer w.auld ha vo made son1o reference to 
the possibility of establishing mills for the 
manufacture of that cotton into fabrics in 
the State. 

0PPO~·I'rlOX l\lE:\IBERS : !-I ear, hear ! 

1\Ir. TAYLOH: Thue arc complaints 
m a de about Australia being a prim.rr-y pro
ducing country only, and sending her pro· 
ducts to other parts of the worid to be 
nHtnufac:tureJ there. If wo \Yant to see the 
cotton indrdry snbilisod~and there appears 
to be a very satisfactorJ prospect in ±ront 
of it for a few years to come~I think that 
inn.::stigntions .should bo rnade to see if it is 
not po,-,j blo to establish manufactories in 
Rockhampton and other towns near \Yhere 
the cotton ,,--ill be gro>• n. 

The PBE~liER: I n1ight inforrn the hon. 
gentlernun that a delegation of rnanufac
tnrers i6 coming to Queensland, and they 
>'.ill wait on the Qtw<'nsland Government 
and di,cLtss that matter with us. 

iVIr. rr..:'\ YLOll: l arn very pleased to knO\V 

that the GoYernrnent are going to dhcuss 
that n1atter \vith the 1nanufacturcr::; of Eng~ 
land. 

Mr. RIORDA:<:: Your party were over fifty 
years in office, and you uever estublished 
a.n~.' manufactures in Queensland. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: I hope, wheu these men 
come here, that somethmg will he done to 
asBist the n1anufacturing industries in this 
State. Even if it cosb ±:250,000 or £500,000. 
I think the money should b0 found by the 
Cornrnonwcalth and the various States in 
order to ha.;-e more manufacture" established 
in Australia. 

1.\lr. STOPFORD: Give us that amount and 
w0 can >tart them at Mount 1\lorgan, where 
w' ha vo all the fa.cilitie,, 

Mr. TAYLOR: You lost more than that 
amount on your State enterprises last year. 

Mr. DREKNAN: You arc advocating another 
State enterprise. 

Mr. 'rAYLOR: I do not suggest for one 
moment that it should bo a State enter
prise. I suggest that we should give a bonus 
to the English manufacturers to encourage 
them to come out hero and establish their 
secondary industricJ ·hero. 

Jl,fr. BRENNAK : In Toowoomba? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, in Toowoomba. It 
will be money well spent, even if it costs 
£500,000. In dealing '' ith the sugar indus
try, the Treasurer state·. in the Financial 
Statement~ 

" The Government deem it advisable, 
therefore, to appoint a Royal Commis
sion to inquire into and report upon the 
question of the number of new mills 
that should be erected and the most 
suitable locations." 

Mr. CoLLINS: Hear, hear! Erect them 
m the North, which is free from frosts 

[:111'. Taylor. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member for 
Bowen says "Hear, hear!" He agrees with 
me to-night. 

!VIr. l3RENNAN: You speak very good stuff 
at time'. 

Mr. T.\YLOR: Thank vou. I am sorry 
I cannot return the complir';,ont. (Laughter.) 

l\Ir. RTORDAN : You are not generous 
enough. You cannDt even give avvav a com
pliment. You ca.n on!: gi;-e away 'bonds. 

Mr. TA YLOR : If the Government wish 
to find ant whic.h is tlw most suihtble locct
tion for erecting mills, tlwv ha vc officers in 
the, Agricultural Departmcrrt who have suf
licicnt knowledge and ability to say where 
the mills should be erected. 

The PRE~IIER: \Ve must lot the local 
people give eYidence before a Commission. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: Let them g·ive evidence 
before your own officers. The cxporience 
""'' ha Ye had of J}_oyal Commissions has not 
bU;Jl too 'atisfactory. rrhe IllC'll '\Yho have 
Lecn dealing Yrith tho suga.r industry in the 
tlcpArtmont, aosistccl by th•) local authority 
rncn in tho sug-n.r-gro1:, ing a1·eaf.i, and by the 
practical sugar-gro\Ycrs, 1• ·ill so·ou decide 
as to the most suitable locations. I know 
everyone will say that their place' is the best 
site for fi mill; but, aftt'l' all the evidence 
h:n been collected, it should be settled by 
the officer,; of the depc rtmcnt. and I cb not 
see any nccc~5ity for the appointm011t of a 
RoYnl Con1n1i~',ion in the direction indicated 
in 'the Financirrl Statement. 

The PRE~riER : \Vho is to collect the 
cvid· !lee if it is not done by a Royal Com
mi~.·:.ion? 

:ilr. T.AYLOR : Let it be done by th·:· 
officers of tl10 Agricultural 'Department 
associatc'd with tho suga.r induetry. 

The PREMIER: \Ye .,-ill appoint them as a 
Royal Comn1ission, so that they can take 
evidence. 

:\Jr. rrA l:LOR: So long as yon do not 
appoint members of l'erlianwnt I d,, not 
care. I have no time for :n1en11Wri' of Par· 
lian1cnt as rncmbcrs of Ro·val Connni~ -ions. 
I sa-:v that they arc a n1c"Jt {nco:mpPtent body 
of rnpu to put on a Royal Cmnnli.;:sion. 

Th0 PRE:\riER: I quite agre ,v+!:h you, so 
far as the Oppo ,it ion arc cone •rned. (Goyorn
tnont laughter.) 

:\1r. TAYLOP.: The P10mier agrpcs with 
me all along, only he j..:: too frightened to 
say it. IIc knows that ~ .... hat I s:ty is quite 
correct. 

The PRnrrER: The Royal Commission will 
not consist of n1cmbers of Parlian1cnt. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is all right. I am 
"orry that there is no mention in the Financial 
Statement of what arrang-ements arc being 
n1ade iu regard to n1atur-ing loans. 

l\lr. DREKNAX: They will be all right. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: \Ve know that the 
£1,000,000 due to the Dank of England has 
been p,,_id, and we know that Treasury bills 
amounting to £1,124,750 have been partially 
converted and part paid in cash; but we have 
no information as to what arrangements the 
Premier bus made for the loans amounting 
to £1,762,000 which are maturing next year, 
or for the £13,000,000 which arc maturing in 
1925. Members of Parliament will recollect 
that, when Mr. Denham went home to 
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arrange about the conYersion of the 
£11,000.000 of loan money. fortunately for 
Queensland, he "~as able to make a very 
satisfactory arrangement. Queensland is to 
be congratulated on the fact that we have 
had no loans maturing· in the last few years. 
If the £13,000,000 which mature in 1924 had 
had to be converted or arranged for a couple 
of years ago, we should have found that the 
State would have been landed in millions of 
pounds extra interest during the tern1 of 
both loans. I think it is necessary that 
arrangements should be made at the earliest 
possible n1ome11t to get the best terms vve 
poosibl0~ pm in regard to the £13,000,000, 
which we know we have got to convert, 
because we know we cannot po"ibly pay it. 
I hope the Premier wiil be able to give us 
some information as to the intentions of the 
Govcrnrnent in regard to 1naturing loans. 

The PREl\IIER: I rnay ~a.J~ that at this very 
n1ornent I am in conference with Sir Dcnison 
}!iller on that very subject. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I am very glad to get 
that information. 

:VIr~ BnENNAl'i : You arc surprised? 

Ivlr. TAYLOE: I am surprised; but I do 
not mind that. I am an Australian and a 
Queenslander. (Hear, !war!) I 11ant to see 
Queensland go ahead, and I want to see 
Australia bccom·J the finest country in the 
world. It is the finest countrv in the world~ 
(Hear, hear !) • 

1\lr. BRENO/Al'i: vVhy defame it 1 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I han' ""'~et· defamed it. 
The hon. member fur Toowoornba has 
dchuned it. In fact, hl' is the "·orst adver
tisement that Queensland has got from one 
end of the State to the other. 

:\lr. BaE;o.;l'<AX: I am a noble son of Queens~ 
land. (Laughter.) 

:VIr. TA YLOR: I want lo see Queensland 
occupird by prosperous and happy com~ 
rnunity. \re vYant to ;;;cc .~01110 changes 
broLtg·ht about in order to help tlw people 
of this State. ln so far a::; manufactures are 
concerned, we v ant to sec that the men \vho 
arc rc'>ponsiblc fnr carrying· on our seconJarv 
indu '.tries arc not penalised bv taxation a"s 
compared with the other State's of the Com
J:Jonwcalth. If we want this to be a manu
facturing country, we haYe to do all \VG can 
to spread the taxation. oyer as many people 
as possible. I find fmm the last report of 
the Corn1nissioner of Taxes that .there are 
10.000 or 11,000 more people paying income 
tax than was the ca::.e in the previous year. 
I hope tha,t next year there will be 20.000 
more paying the tax. vVo arc onl.v going 
to get the prosperous Queensland which we 
all so earnestly wish for and so earnestly 
de--ire b.v increasing the number who pay the 
taxes. \V t~ cannot carr-v on all the activities 
of go1·crnment in this State with the aid of 
a few hundred or a few thousand individuals. 
\Ve want to have a larg·e stream of immi
grants coming in to fill our empty spaces. 
\Ve want to develop our agricultural areas 
as much as we possibly can, especially where 
we have opened railways. In all my criti
cism of· the Railway Department, I have 
never found any fault with the men. in charge 
of them. I believe we have efficient managers 
in charge of our railways. 

Mr. BRENO/AN: And workers, too. 

Mr. TAYLOR: No word has ever been 
said by me against the men in charge of the 

Railway Department. because they are effi· 
cient railway managers. Bctt I have satd that 
there is too much political control exorcised 
in the railway manag·ement in Qu(·ensland. 
and we have suffered on account of that~ If 
our railway n1anagors \vcre given freer con
trol o~ the great activity they are managing, 
then rt would be better for Queensland in 
every way. 

OPPOSITION 11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. EDWARDS (.Yanango): In dealing 
with the Financial Statement, and particu~ 
larly vvith the increase in taxation, I want 
tu prove that the statements made very often 
on the other side of the House that heav,
taxation does not hit the workers of th-;, 
State hard is incorrect. That cry is repeatedly 
hoard from m em hers on the Go\ ernment 
benches, particularly the hon. member for 
Bow en. 

Mr. CoLLIKfo·: Hear, hear! 

Mr~ EDWARDS: I want to prove to that 
hon. member that the heavier the taxation 
imposed on the wealthy, tho g1 oater the bur
den, under our present conditions that t.he 
workers of this State ha vc to curry, whether 
thev be farmers or industrial workers. vVe 
find that there has been an increase of nearly 
£30.000.000 in taxation since this Government 
came into power. In the first place, the man 
on the land has been largely responsible for 
that taxation. In hundreds of cases, I think 
I \Yould be safe in saying that in thousands 
of case··, h' has been forced to discontinue 
the (•rnployinent of nw-n to as:oist in irnproving 
his pro:Jcrty. Then, again, h("aYy taxation 
iwposeJ on the businep·; rnal1 hits the worker 
~-d~o. lwc~~n':lc th • business rnan naturall:.r 
COlilE.'S to the conclusion that to curry on in 
a bu:o;incsslike ·way he rnust pass on that 
heavy taxation to tltP people who buy his 
goods, \vho arc largcl~\· the \vorlu:rs in the 
Sta to. L' nfortunatel,v, the man on the land 
if' the larg<'~t buyer of goods fron1 the business 
rnan. lie has first of all to pay incon1c tax 
on what. he earns. 

1\Ir. l3TIEXK.\X : ~\nd bank interest. 

:VIr. ED\YARDS: Y os: he has to borrow 
from the bank to meet hiti income tax. Then 
he is hit with land tax. 

l\Ir. COLLIKS : 1,500 porsom pay the whole 
of the land tax~ 

At 8.54 p.m., 
Mr. F .• \. CooPER (Brcmer), on- of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, reiiovod the Chair~ 
nHln in tho chair. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: He is hit also through 
the goods he buys from the business man. 
The farmer or the man in the backblocks who 
i, trying to improve the country is not placed 
in th sarno position as the industrial \vorker. 
For every article that the industrial worker 
has to buy the unfortunate producer luts to 
buv twentv. Ho first of all has to feed his 
familv an;l clothe them on exactlv the same 
footi1lg a~ the industrial \vorkcr. Then, while 
the industrial worker simply goes to his 
work and hon1e from it, there is never a tirne 
,~hen the f<lrmer visits town or the city that 
he does not take home son1cthing to in1prove 
his fann, son1ething \vhich runs into ten timLs 
the arrwunt of money the clothing of his 
family costs. That prove<> beyond a doubt 
that, if you impose heavy taxation, the 
industrial worker and the farmer help to 
pay it, but that the farmer is in a very much 
\YOrso position than the industrial vlorker. 
Large!~ the heavy taxation and the need fm 

Mr. Edwanls.] 
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confid 'DCC are the causes of uncrnploy1ncnt in 
Queensland to-day. 

Mr. BRENXAX: What about New South 
Wales \Yith a Liberal Government? 

Mr. ED\VARDS: Yes, for two month,. I 
consider that Queensland stands out above 
any other State in her need of development 
and the necessity of having no man 
unemployed. 

Mr. PE.\SE interjected. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : Gentlomon like the hon. 
n1ember 1,,vho has thr0\1'11 that interjection 
across the Charnbcr arc the cause"' of this 
unernplo:. u1cnt-n1en who are n1aking big 
profits out of the \vorkers and then come to 
reprCt3~ nt thcn1 in this 1-lousc. 

IVIr. \VELLINGTON: Men like Bob Hodge? 

Mr. ED\VARDS : He was a good follow. 
Hero is a comparison of the way in which 
taxation ha3 been raised during the rCgin1P 
of the Labour Government in Queensland. 

The SL RErARY FOR J\tlr;.;Eb intel'jected. 

l\lr. EDW ARDS : If I had to g·o all over 
the Slate of (Jueensland to get a scat, like 
t,he hon. member, I would stay out of politics 
all my life>. The table I refer to is as 
follows:-

Source of Revenue. 19!-1-15. 19~1-22. 

Taxation 
Land Heverme .. , 
Mining Recti_IJtR 
Railways ... 
Other Heceipts .. 

£ £ 
D,i4,457 3,420,296 
9ill GOB, 1,515,535 
~:< 161 :13.5~8 

3,79~.070 5,125,340 
641,531 1,265,501 

T_o_t_al_s_ .. _· __ _ £ ·7.zo~,G58 , ~-12,311,3~8 

M~. CoLLIN~: Give us the proportional 
increaSe' in population. 

Mr. EDWARDS: A big percentage are 
unemployed. That sho\Ys an increas8 in 
taxation of £2,465,839; in land rc,venue of 
£553,927: in milling receipt, of £8,377; l!1 

raihmys of £1.333,270; in other rN·eipts of 
£623,970-a total increase of £5,108,720. 

Does that not prove that the bur
[9 p.m.] den of taxation has been raised 

t.o an enormous extent during the 
r~ign of this Labour Govcrmnent, 'md that 
the· workers of this State-1vht>thr~r thev be 
1ndustrial workers or S£'11-ler~ on t,he la-nd
ate largcdy pa,_, ing that taxation? There i:-; 
~1<) argulncnt against it. rrhc expenditure 
m 1914-15 was £7,199,399. In 1921-22 it was 
£12,499.970, or an increase of £5,300,571. I 
hold that this Government have had the 
handling of £5.000,000 more than was 
handled in 1914-15. What have thcv dono 
with it? " 

:VIr. COLLIXS: They ha Ye handled it well. 

l\1r. ED\V ARDS : \Yhf'rc arc the repro
ductive worics in which the worker, of this 
;State should be employed? 

Mr. RroRDAe<: Go along the Xorth Coast 
Railway? 

Mr. BnEXXAN: Go to Toowcomba and sec 
the progrc <s that has been made there. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: There has been unneces
s,'try expenditure such as this~motor-car for 
the Agent-General from February to June 
1920, £1,125; send-off to the late Agent~ 
Gc:nc~'al ~nd tr.a vc}ling expenses, £2,413; 
prmtwg and drstnbuting the Lieutenant
Governor's Speech, £2,733. 

f Mr. n'dwards. 

Supply. 

The PRIDllEH: \Ye would not. pay that to 
distribute that Speech. 

C\lr. EDWARDS: There was a loss of 
£2.000 on the lime pnh·eri'cr sent to Rock
ban:ptoll, So far as State enterprises are 
con; erncd, the hon. gentleman who is at the 
head of the State enterprises kno•Ys that they 
arc a burden on the State. I am satisfied 
that, if ho gave a fair opinion, ho would 
say, " Lot us get out of the1n at once." 
Every nwmbcr of the Government \Yould 
say that. if ho thought thf'ro wa>; a possi
bility of getting out of those things and 
o;n, \-ing their ski us. 

Mr. ~~IORD,\N : Why did you make appli
catiOn !or a State butcher shop? 

Mr. ED\YARDS : I did not; we do not 
want them up there. 

Mr. DAHH: Would you close them all up' 

1\Ir. ED\YARDS: I would get out of thr-m 
I he best way possible. Let them be handled 
on true co-operative linf's. I an1 a Jirm 
believer in true co-operation, and have been 
''pposcd alwa: s to socialisation. I will quoto 
a f f'W f-igures to sho\v the enormous increase 
in tho oxpcnclitnrc on out-door relief. They 
show \vhat the position of the State is 
f'mancially and from an unemployed point 
of vie\v-

1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 

£ 
5,870 

16.188 
9.379 
9.153 

26,412 
78.860 

120,520 
177,019 

That proves that. from an industrial workers' 
point of view, the State is not in the posi
tion in ,,~hich it should be. 

:VIr. BHEXXAX : Why' 

Mr. EDvYARDS: Largely on account of 
tlw cnorn10ns t<txation that has been itnposed 
upon the people. Another roacon is that 
the G-overnrncnt have constantly interfered 
in a socialistic ·wa,y \vith private e-nterprise; 
they have attempted at en:r~,7 turn to set up 
socialisation by the establishment of State 
butcher shops and thing; like that. I am 
sure that hon. g-entlemen oppooitc 1·ealise it. 
I an1 sure that tho Prcn1icr rpalise-s tho 
llf'('f -"·'·it.v for tur11ing round anc1 a:-sisting, 
Lcfore it is ioo late, the industries which 
for the last seven years the Covernmont have 
been attcn1pting to break. \Yhen they ca1ne 
into office the GcJYernnwnt thou?,'ht that all 
tlwv had to do ww; to imphc taxation. They 
found that the;· were wrong, and that they 
had to \Vork this State from a bn~inc ... "~ l)oint 
of yjc,,·. l'\ovY, after the farmers, the 
graziers, nnd the pastorali~b: haYC put off 
thousand::~ of \ 1'orkmcn. thC' Govcnnncnt are 
tii ·covering the necessity for taking money 
ont of tho Trr,1snry to assist these people. 
That has taken place on account of tlte 
r:wrn1ou~ populnJion that is u:mstantly n1oY· 
ir<~ from the country distrieh into ihe cities. 
To rc1ned_v that state of affairs, it is nc('es
sary to g-ive the people in tlH rnuntry dis
tricts-nn,j tll the citie, also. for that matter 
-·'• fair clwnec. Let there be confidence; 
assist w)th raihvav co1nmunicatlon and in 
other wa~~s those \\~ho are prepared to bring 
capital here and develop the State. 

JHr. HroRDAX: You '"v that then' is no 
conlldencc. Look at the building that rs 
going on in the city. 
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Mr. EDW ARDS: It is all going on in 
Brisbane; there is none going on in country 
towns to-drry. The secondary imlu,tries of 
this State chould bo assisted in evt>rv shane 
and forrn. \\7hcncvcr secondary in"dustri~c~ 
have boon attempted they havt' bcc·n bloekod 
by Labour legislation. Accmdin!); to fig"rn 
we find that factories have bc0n croctocl in 
Victoria and other SouthPrn States t<J an 
-xtont of more than 400 per c,_,nt. in c :JJn
parison with Qne<Onsland. \\'l' find that 
little concerns, such as tannerirs and other 
like i11dusr.ries. arc being rt'mo\·Pd fro1n this 
..;tale to :\Iclbournc. became th0v can be 
··work(d under b<Jttor~ conditions. · 

11r. BnEXXAN: \Vhv don't vou o·o back to 
'famous Victoria? " " a 

The TE;\i!PORARY ClL\Ilr:\1A:'\: Order! 
I ntust a:- k hon. gcHtlernPn to cc~ a se intprj oct~ 
jng. otlwrv:isc~ I -will take the stPps provided 
i>y the Sbncling Orclers. 

I1ir. ED\YARDS: Enn assistance should 
he giYen to ('~tablishing sCconJary industries 
in our State. I do not care \Yhai Govcrn
!ncnt is in po\vcr, it is absolutelv neccssa l'Y 

that that should 'be clone. \Ye ar;, Sf~!Hling ft 
2:rcnt r1eal of our raw material on'r the 
·,\ atl'r To be Jnanufactnrcd in other countric~. 
That :nnt 0nly means r~xpe11se in connertion 
with freight, but that thoueands of workmen 
ere employed on the other side of the water 
iu the n1anufartnre of our ra\Y rnatcria1. 
The n1anufacturcd article is brought back to 
this Stol<', which m(·an' thr·t ari additional 
t·xprnsc is incurred in freight. That state 
of affairs also oxish'3 in cont1ccticn with raw 
material sent to the Southern States. \Y o 
hm·c hundrC'ds of factorie" in K ew South 
\Vulc3 nnd Victoria ha11d1ing such produce as 
"'col, hides, tallow, maize. <'le. All that raw 
-material is produced plf~ntiful1;, in our own 
State. vet it is sent dmn1 to oth· r Stat;;,; to 
bo ma~nfacturecl and to be treated, and then 
the article :is sent bark to this State to our 
O\Yll cnn::umcr3. 

}'fr. BREXX.IN: Why is tlH;t so? 

Mr. EDWARDS: It ic, because of the lcgis-
1ation pa~c;:<_•d bv the Labour Govern1ncnt. 
l an1 sure that the GoYe>rnn1c-nt niust realise 
that, from the point of view of tho State, 
that is not a businc .. s proposition. Tho 
Govenuncnt aro rcalisinr: to-daY that it j~ 
11ecc<~ary to re!novo as 'tar as 'po, ...;iblo the 
l>urdcn of taxation fron1 the producers of 
this State. The CommonwPalth Gon'rnmPnt 
are oft0 n quct•"d by hon. members opposihe 
: ,, a GoYernn1r•nt ;.··d1o haYe done nothing for 
t}1e producers; but 'vc sec by to~night's 
" Telegraph" that not onlv have thov 
decided to rccll!cc their salo;·iu. but hove 
clocid~d to decrease taxation. Tlw heading· 
"Jn the "Telegraph" read~~ 

" ExPENDITuRE SuBST\XTELLY REDcCED. 
DECREASE IN T.\XATIO::\." 

:VIr. PE.\SE: Dr. Earle Page, the leader of 
·rho Country party in the Federal House, said 
that it \\·as only a ''bunch of carrots." 

Mr. EDWARDS: The Premier this aftor
nDon, iu .f1n:-J\Y{'r to n question, quoted a \Yiro 
sent to Dr. Enrle Pago b:v J\1r. EUkins. 
L-:-nfortunatcly, the hon. gentleman did not 
quote the whole of it, but did what he did in 
C'ODncction with the report taken in shorthand 
by the person under the table in his office. I 
think it is only fair and just. parbcularly in 
the case of the Premier, that he should quote 
the whole of the wire. 

. The l'RE>IIER: Does the lron. member stand 
\by J'l.h. Edkins' wire? . 

1Ir. ED\VARDS: I certa111lv do not. 
stand bv the man who read lt out in tho 
Fccl<oral· Parliament. 

~Ir. DASH: That n1an stands bv " Billv" 
HughC's. \Yhoro does the lron. mcn1ber stand 
now·'? 

:\fr. ED\YA RDS: "Billy'' Hughos trained 
n ll the 11011. nwrnbcrs opposit~. The whole 
of the wire slroald ha vc b·een quoted in order 
that its true 1neaning could have be,. n a:-:rcr~ 
llinPd. The Premier did not do thot when 
he quoted the wire sent by Mr. F;dkins to 
Dr. Ear1e Page. 

The PRK:\IIER: I an1 afraid the hon. mcln
bor is hopelc''"· 
~h. EDW AHDS: I know the Premier "-ill 

be hopeless after this week. Dr. Earle Page 
i-.: lan~:olv l'C::;pon:3iblc for what the F'Pderal 
Goverlnn~ent are no'v doing. 

Mr. PE.ISE: They have been forced to do 
it, otherwise they could uot carry on. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The Country party in 
thi2 House is largely responsible for· the 
changed attitmle of the prc·cnt Government. 
The Country 11arty i". responsible for the 
P1·emi8r going out Ydth a. vote-catching pn
nlary producers' organisation argurn0nf .. 

:11r. BRENO:A"J: The hon. member opposed 
it 

l\1r. EDWARDS: I did not. The Opposi
tion mrtde the measure as good as they 
vossiblv could. \Vo improved it. The 
amount voted for the Department of Agri
C'l~lture since 1919 is-

1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
92,448 

121.652 
133,823 
178,971 

That shows an increase of £86,487 in the 
vc;tc- in four vcnrs. The influence of the 
m-ganieations In the country districts and 
th,, in flu once of the C'uuntry party m this 
1-Iouso is responsible for the Labotn Go·lern
rncnt coming forvvTarcl with as·.istance to 
agricultural districts which has been d<>nied 
chning the seven years of Labour ru,!e. It is 
llf•ces~<tr~.- in thP intcrc;;ts of th1s State, not 
Ollly to 'build railways, but at O\'Cry turn to 
cl;courage the development of our lands by 
diticrent land h>vs. and to grvo the p€0ple 
confidence to build homes for themselves by 
giying them the oppol'tunity of eome d~y 
milkin" their holdings freehold. I am satls
ficcl tl7at there is not one member in this 
House, lvhethcr ho represents Labo11r 0.r not, 
\vho does not like to know that some day 
t.hr• homo i1e is working for will belong to 
himself. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Hov·{ rrnwh did you pay in 
rent "'hen you \vere {n Victoria? 

'\fr. ED\Y ARDS : I paid nothing in rent 
in \ ictoria. because I left it whc•n a boy. 
I am snre that even the conservative 
membe!' for Bowon would like to know that 
5Cme day his homo will belong to himself 
and not· to tho State. 

On evDrv occasion that the Labour Go
;·crnmcnt ·have gone to the country they 
have tried to get a ,. bogey" or catc.h-cry in 
order to dr•lnde the elector;; and draw them 
off tlw real issue. In 1915 they wont to the 
doctors on the " cheap food'' cry. They 
howled that from ono end of Queensland to" 

Mr. Edwards.] 
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the other. On the last occasion they went 
before the electors with a cry about that 
awful delegation. 

Mr. BGLCOCK: \Vhat do you think about 
the· delegation? 

:\fr. EDW ARDS : I think tha.t, if three 
m0n could stop the Labour Government from 
ruling Queensland, as the P!·emier stated 
from practically every platform in Queens
land, then he ought to give up the reins 
of gon~rEnH'nt to .son1Pone cls(~ who is pro
pared to govern the State in a proper way, 
so that confidence will be restored. 

The PRE>riER: The hon. member made a 
mistake. It ''as two men who tried-not 
three. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: On every occasion they 
have attempted to delude the electors by 
these l.Jogey cries. But what do we find 
on this occasion? That the Premier deluded 
'two men into his office. (Government 
laughter.) \Vhat for? Ear the purpose of 
getting a bogey with ,,-hich to go to the 
electors. 
Th~ PREoiiER : Do you follow Garbutt or 

Boyce? 
Mr. EDW ARDS : I follow mv own con

science, and that is rnoro t,ha~ the hon. 
g0ntleman does. The othRr night the Pre
miN dropped a bombshell, as hc c.1llod it, 
in the House. He seemed Ycry pkasccl with 
himself. He was under the impression that 
h•J hacl got his boge:-· cry on which he could 
a.gain go to th0 electors, but to-night he 
does not feel like that at all. The bottom 
has fallen out of his bombshell, and to-night 
he feels very sorry th~tt he e\·er introduced 
it. It is high time that all this sort of 
thing '·• as given up. 

:\Lr. \VrNSTANLEY: You had better give it 
llp. 

:Mr. EDWARDS: If I he,d as much to 
give up, fron1 that point of viev;:, as the 
hon. member has. I would be out for the 
rest of my life. If this State is to become 
tho great State we believe it shon!J hc-I 
a.m satisfied, in spite of all that has been 
said or not ~aiLl by hon. n1ombers opposite, 
that they still b.'licvo in this great State
it is ncc2SS,'lry that 2 should go to the 
Plcctors on a fair and square issue, and not 
by everlastingly drawing thc~e red herrings 
acros' the track to trY and cleceivc the elec
tors. In spite of all tlw things that have 
been done by the Government to keDp in 
power, on eyery occasjon where they haYe 
gone to the electors thev ha vc come back 
with their numbers consiclerably lessened. 

:\Ir. RcLCOCK: \Ve increased our majority 
t be election before last. 

Mr. EDWARDS: ·what happened sub
sequently? 

Mr. KING: It was an Irishman's in·crcaso 
the last time. 

At 9.25 p.m., 
T.he CHAIR:riA:-1 resumed the chair. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : I am sa.fe in suying 
that, in spite of the gerrymandering that 
has taken place in conncrtion with the coun
h·~,.r electorates, the next time they have to 
face the electors we shali be done with 
socialism in this House. It is quite impos
sible for the PrPmier to sit on the rail any 
longer, so far as the industrial workers and 
the farmers of this State are concerned. He 
mu.st como out and show himself. It is 
impossible for a man, no matter ho1v strong 

Pir. Edwarcls. 

he may be, to run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds, as the Premier is trying 
to do to-day. He must make himself right 
with the indu~trial workers of this State 
and advocate what they stand for; that is, 
the nationalisation of practically everything 
produced in this State. The Premier can· 
not go to the producers of this State and 
sav. " I believe in co-operation; I belreve 
in. you handling your own business." It is 
quite impossible for him to advocate that 
principle, because the industrial workers 
consider that they should get the produce 
of the farmers as cheaply as they possibly 
can. V\' ill anvone sa v that it is a. sound 
argument for ·the Pre.mier to toll the pro
ducers that he is going to give them high 
prices for their butter, meat, and other 
products, and then sa~~ to the workers that 
t.hey arc going to get those products at the 
lowest possible rate? The Premier will have 
to con1c out in the open in a very short time, 
or else his name \Yill be forgotten so far as 
politics are concerned in Queensland. 

The House resumed. 
The CHATR1IAN reported progrus. 
The rc,umption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for Tucsda:. next. 

[9.30 p.m.] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSE:VlBLY ACT 
A:.VIENDME::\'T BILL. 

THIRD READING. 
Tlw PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodorc, 

('hi/lar;oc): I heg to move-
.. That tho Bill be now read a third 

tirnc." 

QLir·,tion put; and the House divided:

}Ir. Barber 
Brennan 
Bul,-.ock 
Coli ins 
Conrov 

, Coopei·, F ... ::\. 
Cooper, W. 
C0ync 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Forde 
Gilday 
Gillies 

, Gledson 
Hartley 

AYEs, 33. 
}fr. Huxham 

, .1 ones, A .• J. 
Kirwan 
Land 
l..urcombe 
J\Iullnn 
PaYne 
Pe:1se 
Pollock 
Hiordan 
Hyan 
~_,;mith 

StoJpfol·d 
Theodore 
\Vellington 
\Yinstanlcy 

Tellers: ~Ir. Daslr and 3fr. F. A. Cooper. 

Mr. Barnes, G. P. 
, Barncs, \V. H. 
,, Bebbington 

Bell 
Brand 
Cattermull 

, Cle,yton 
CorseT 
Costello 
Deacon 
Edwards 

, Elphinstone 
Flctchcr 

, Fry 
, Green 
, .Tones, J. 

Kerr 

NoEs, 33. 
:Mr. King 
, J ... ogan 
, 'Macgregor 

J\laxwcll 
:J.foore 

, J\Iorgan 
:\ ott 
Peterson 
Petrie 

, Roberts, ,T. H. C. 
, H oberts, rr. R. 

Cizcr 
Rwayne 
Taylor 
Vowles 
\Varren 

Tellers: 2.fr. Brand and '\fr. Cattermul!. 

The SPEAKER: "Ayes.'' 33; " 2\'oes," 33. 
Th~ voting being equal, I give my casting 
voto with the " Aye''·" The question is 
rcsoh·ed in the affirmative. 

The House ·adjourned at 9.35 p.m. 




