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Questions.

FRIDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1922.

The Sresaxer (Hon, W. Bertram, Marec)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.
Pricss or MEesT FIxen FOR BOWEX AND
PPROSERPINE.
Mr., SWAYNE (#firaniy asked the Pre-
mier—
“VWhat were tie prices for butcher's
meat proclaimed at Bowen and Proser-
pine, respectively, by the Price Fixing
Commissioner upon the date that the

Srate butcher’s shop at Mackay was
opened 77
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chilligoe; replied—
“ Bowen—PBecf, 33d. to 1s. per
mutton, 6d. to 10d: per lb.
© Proserpine—3Beef, 3d. to 1s. per lb.;
mutton, 4d. to 10d. per 1b”

1b.;

INQUIRIES in ¢ MANUFACTURE OF MAIZE
Propucts,
Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) asked the
Scecretary for Agriculture aud Stock—

““ Will he have inquiries made by his
department relative to the manufacture
of muaire products, with the object of
helping towards the establishment of
maize products factories in Queensland,
thud ensuring a Dbetter veturn to the
growers 77

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon., W. N. Gillies, Facham)
repliod—

* Inquiries have already been made
into this matter, and the Director of the
Primary Producers’ Organisation, Mr.
Macgregor, has been requested to make
further mquiry in Victoria while en route
to (lucensland.”

UTILISATION OF PFICKLY-PEAR.

Ir. EDWARDS asked the Secretary for
Agriculture and Stock— .

1. Has his attention been drawn to
an article in the ° Daily Mail’ of 19th
July, 1922, dealing with the various
methods adopted in Texas, U.S.A., of
feeding prickly-pear to stock, including
singeig of the year with a portable
gasclene torch and using pear in con-

Juniction with cotton seed meal?

2. In viow of the seriousness of the
prickly-pear question and the probable
extensive caltivation of cotton in Queens-
land, will be have full inquiries made
into these matters ¥

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK replied— ’

1. Yes.

2. Full experiments, including the
use of gasolene torches for singeing pear,
have already been conducted by the
Department of Agriculture and Stock on
the fesding of prickly-pear to stock, and
full particulars are contained in the
bulletin for stockowners issued by the
department in 1918,

COMMONWEALTH ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS IN
WESTERN ATUSTRALIA 1IN BUILDING WHEAT
S1L08.

Mr. EDWARDS asked the Secretary for

Agriculrure and Stock—

“Will he have inquiries made as to
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the financial assistance rendered to
farmers by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in the building of wheat silos in
Western Australia, with the object of
securing, if possible, similar assistance
in the building of silos in Queensland
for the storage of maize?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

AND STOCK replied—
“Yes”

ARSENIC PRODUCED AT STatE ARSENIC MiNE.

Mr. EDWARDS asked the Secretary for
Mines—

1. Is sufficient arsenic now being
produced at the State Arsenic Mine to
meet the requirements for the destruec-
tion of prickly-pear?

“2. What is the price now charged
for arsenic required for such purpose?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.

A. J. Jones, Paddington) replicd—
“1. Yes.
2. £10 per ton, railage paid tc the
nearest railway station in the State.”

Remarks oF Mr. J. 8. Corrixgs RELATIVE TO
ArBITrATION COURT.

My, VOWLES (Dulby) asked the Premier—

1. Has his attention besn drawn to
the following remarks of Mr. J 8.
Collings, State Organiser of the Queens-
land Branch of the Australian Labour
party, relative to the Arbitration Court,
published in the ¢ Standard’ of 20th
May, 1822:—

He felt quite sure that some day the
workers would realise the absurdity of
going, at great cxpenditure of time,
ener and money to a man like
themselves called a judge, dressed up
in a horse-hair wig and gown, Iin
receipt of £30 or £40 a week, placing
before him the most intimate details
as to what they and their f{amilies
needed to eat and wear, in order thaf
this individual, whose weekly cigar and
champagne account probably excseded
the basic wage, should decide whether
12s. 6d. or 15s. per day was a falr
thing for those to live upon who pro-
duce 81l wealth, including the cigars
and champagne and the horse-hair
wigs?

“ 2. Can this be taken as an official
statement of the Labour party’s opinion
of industrial arbitration as now operating

o3

in this State?!
The PREMIER replied—

“1. Yes.

¢ 9. Before answering this, I would
like to ask the hon. member if he has
read the speoch of the leader of the
Federal Country party. in which he said
he had received a telegram from Mr.
Edkins, of the Queensland Graziers’
Association, asking kim (Dr. Earle Page)}
to withdraw the censurc motion then
before the Commonwealth Parliament,
on account of their sorry experience in
Queensland? Can 2Xr. Edkings com-
munication be taken as the official atti-
tude of the Queensland Country party?”

Mr. EDWARDS: Read it all.




Suppiy. [i8

PAINTERS AT PARLIAMENT ¥1OUSE.
Mr., VOWLES

Publ

asked the Secretarr for

*How many men were put off the
_]Ub of painting Parliament Ilouse just
prior to last Master holidays, and again,
on or about 27th April, 1922, respec-
tively 27
Hon, W.
replied—
““No painters were put off pv'o‘ to
Kaster holidays, but seven were put off
on the 27th Aprh as the job was near-
ing completion.”

FORGAN SMITH {ifurkay)

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Twenty-seventh annual report of the
Auditor-General under the Supreme
Courts Funds Act of 1895,

SUPPLY.
FINANCIAL STaTEMENT—RESCMPTION OF 1JEBATE.

(Mr, Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair)
Question stated—

“That there be granted to His
Majosty, for the service of the year
1922-23, a sum not exceeding £300 to

defray the salary of the Aide-de-Camp
to His Excellency the Governor.”

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am pleased to
offer a few remarks in regard to the Finan-
cial Statement. I have listened attentively
to the criticisms made by the Opposition so
far with regard to the Treasurer’s Financial
Statement, but 1 do not sce that they have put
forward any solid argument as to why they
should take over the reins of government.
We hear hon. members opposite talk about
millions of pounds from time to time, but
I am inclined to think that thfy are sone-
thing similar to myself, in that they arve
more n\rd to handling pence and shillings
‘than millions of pounds. Until such time
as they show more ability in their criticism
of this Government, I think the peopie of
‘Queensland will be well advised to let them
remain in opposition. 1 noticed they com-
plain about taxation. But, while they point
out that the taxation in Queen:land has
increasesdd from a little over £900,000 in
1914-15 to £2,500,000, theyr forget to men-
tion that the population has also increased
during that period.

Hon, W. H. Burnes: Your figures are
wrong. You said £2.500.000. It should be
£5,500.000. You are only £1,000,000 out.
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members opnosite
forget to mention that the population of
Queensland has increased by ncarly 100,000
during the reign of this Government, They
do not point out to the people of Queens-
land that, when we came into power, there
was no land tax, and we had to put on a
land tax, which in my opinion is one of the
most just taxes which can be imposed upon
those who are able to bear it. What does
the land tax really amount to?

Mr. BespingTon : Three shllhngs on every
suit of clothes in Brisbane

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member does not
understand the question. Land taxation is
imposed upon the unimproved value of land,
or, in other words, upon that which the com-
munity has created. Anyone who has
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Supply. 777

studied the unimproved values of land in
Queensland rmust know that they amount to
about the same amount as the money we
have borrowed, or, in other words, the money
that we have borrowed has, to a large extent,
brought about what is known as the unim-
proved value.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to appeal

to hon. members again, :particularly on
behalf of the ¢ Hansard” staff and the
Press, to conduet their conversations in a

lower tone. Frequently complaints are mad-
to me of the difficulty of correctly reporting
debates, and T hope that hon. members them-
selves will assist by endeavouring to do as
I ask. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. COLLINS: If we recognise that the
unimproved value of land has been created
by the community, there ean be nothing
wrong in the community taking portion of
that \x‘mh it has created. And that is the
basis of taxation on the unimproved value
of land. The latest report on the subject,
which has been placed 1 our hands during
the last twenty-four hours, shows that the
bulk of land taxation is paid by fewer than
1.500 landowners, and the idea of the land
tax is to bring land into use. The argument
that the land tax can be passed on is all
moonshine, in my opinion. There is nothing
in that argument at all, for how can a man
who owns a coruer '1Hotment without any
improvements on Iit—in some cases allot-
ments worth thousands of pounds, in different
parts of Queensland—pass that taxation on
to the people? It cannot be done. I say
that if there is a just tax it is the land tax.

Mr. ErpHINSTONE : What about income tax?

Mr. COLLINS: The land tax is movre just
than the income tax, inasmuch ag it takes
back for the bhenefit of the community a
portion of that which the community has
created,

Mr., BesBmweroN : Which
would not do themselves,

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members on the
other side talk about the taxation per head.
Taxation is not per head. What the Labour
(Government have done in this State has been
to place the burden of taxation upon the
shoulders of those who are well able to bear
it—that ix, if you like to call it a burden.
Rightly so too. and, if I had my way, I
have no hesitation in saving that the taxa-
tion on the higher 1ncomes would be
reased. We need to get away from the
srgumelt which the hon. member for Oxley
ses from time to time that the people are
aving the taxation which has been imposed
: this Govermment Nothing of the kind!
Taxation is be.ng derived from the wealthy
people of the State, and surely there is
nething wrong with that principle. During
this session we have relieved the small
farmer, to some extent, of land taxation.
C‘ou)pare our action with that of the Federa}

ui"amont whose propoﬂls for this finan-
cial vear were published this morning. The
Commontwealth Government, to a large ex-
tent, represent the }melovels Federation of
the Commonwealth; although they claim that
they represent the people. A close examina-
tion will reveal how the Nationalists
obtained possession of the Commonwealth
Treasury benches—becausa they own the
newspapers of the Commonwealth, and by
reason of that fact they are able to fool the
pecpie. The Federal Government intend to
raise the e\emp’mon in connection with the
lower incomes to £200; but they have done

My, Collins.]

the community
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the same with the higher incomes, thus look-
ing after their very wealthy friends. The
Cormmonwealth Government could well have
afferded to look after the men who went
out in defence of the Empire. instead of
remitting the income tix—as they propose
to do--1n regard to the wealthy classes.
They would have been deing a greater mea-
sure of justice had they looked after the
returned  soldiers and  seen that every
reburned soldier was in cmployment. They
have done nothing of the kind; they have
done only what the Employers’ Federation—
who arc thelr main support—dictated that
they should do.

It is just as well to leb the people of Queens-
land know the position in regard to this
Employers’ Federation and the power which
it exercises on Governments, I claim that,
to a large extent, it is the power behind the
throne that dictates to hon. members opposite
what they should do. From time to time we
hear about the Trades Hall dictating to
members of this party. The Trades Hall
never attempts to dictate to hon. members
of this party in the way in which the
Employers’ Federation dictates to hon.
members opposite. I have here the report
of the wmeeting of the Employers’ Federation
that has been sitting in Brisbane, taken from
the “Daily Mail” of Wednesday, 16th
August, 1922. I will read out the list of
delegates for the information of the people
of Quennsland, so that they will know who
are their friends and who are their enemies
—especially the working portion of the
people, who are the people who really
matter; because I claim that it would not
really matter if a lot of the people in this
and the other States were not in existence,
so far as wealth production and the build-
ing up of the State are concerned. This is
the list—Senator G. Fairbairn (President of
the Central Council of Employers)—I believe
thai gentleman was returned to the Senate
in Vietoria. Anyouc can easily understand
why he was returned; those who have been
in Victoria know full well that those two
Tory wmewspapers—the ““Age” and the
“Argus’”’—dominate Victoria.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: How do you account
for Labour being in power in Queensland?

Mr., COLLINS: Owing to the fact that the
people of Queensland arve more intelligent
than they arc in any other part of the
Commonwealth.

GOVERNMENT MEMEBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. COLLINS: Let me proceed with these
names—Messrs.,  Leslie Smith (Secretary),
James McMahon, A. F. Waters, W. Brooks;
M.L.C., and A. P. Wyly (Employers’ Federa-
tion_of New South Wales). T. R. Ashworth,
and B. B. Keep (Victorian Employers’ Federa-
tion), G. F. Hussey, M.H.R.. W. T. Rofe,
and A. A, Simpson, C.M.G. (South Austra-
lian Tmployers’” Federation), W. N. Hedges,
T. Maughan, and F. 8. Andrews (Western
Australian Emplovers’ Federation), C. W.
Campbell, R. H. Ldkins (I think I have
heard that name before), A. Watson, General
Thompson (I think I have heard that name
before), W. H. Green, M.I.A. and 8. Benja-
min—(that is like our Governor’s name; a
very good name indeed)—(Queensland Em-
ployers’ Federation). I would like to kuow
if the “ Greon” mentioned here is the hon.
member for Townsville ?

Mr. GrEEN: That is so.

Mr., COLLINS: I am sorry to sce him
associated with such a reactionary lot.

[Mr. Collins.

[ASSEAIBLY.]
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Th+ president of that federation in hie
a tdress snid—

* Before dealing with purely industrial
questions I would like to bring before
sou our present social state as it appears
to me. Thicty or forty years ago any
citizen who had money could do almost
exactly as he liked with it. Now it is
very different, and we have advanced to
whit may be called a state of controlled
capitalism. To-day we have the mater-
nity  hovus, free education, workers’
comprnsation, old age and invalid pen-
sions, and many other causes of direct
and indircet taxation. While some of
this cxpenditure certainly can be justi-
tied, 1 contend we have gone as far in
thix  direction as human nature will
allow us.”

I want the workers of Queensland to make a
special note of that. The Employers’ Federa-
tion, in connection with maternity, invalid
pensions, education, and so forth, say that
we have gone as far as human nature will
allow us. I am one of those who agrce with
that great Frenchman who said, “ Hitherto
it is questionable whether civilisation has
reached the highest point of development.”
I claim that it has not. It is just as well
for the workers of Queensland to know the
true position and to know the forces that
are opposed to them. T am afraid that they
do not know the forces that are opposed to
them. 1 =uppose that, after the rcvelations
made by the honorary Minister, Hon., W.
IForgan Smith, they sat in secret. We have
not got a full report of what took place at
that meecting. Ior all I know, they came tc
Brisbane to jubilate over the defeat of this
Government; but, in my opinion, the Govern-
ment have not been defeated and are not
likely to be defeated for years to come. We
have the exposures from time to time show-
ing how the parties opposed to the workers
have blundered. Fancy people claiming to
be fit to govern a State and making blunders
such as are made by the Employers’ Federa-
tion on the one hand and by our political
opponents on the other! The president in
his address, after dealing with profits, states
further—
A return to pre-war cost of produc-
tion, which would be accompanied by a
pre-war standard of the cost of living,
1s inevitable if Australia is to compete
in the markets of the world.”

Is that not contradictory to the statements
that were made when the war was on? The
war was supposed to be fought in the interests
of democracy to bring about a better state
of society, and here is this Senator Fair-
bairn, head of this great Employers’ Federa-
tion of Australia, and the head of this one
big union, making statements of that kind.
Ion. gentlemen opposite from time to time
sneer at the One Big Union that the working
people are endeavouring to bring about. The
employers have already accomplished and
brought about one big union. I give them
credit for that. It has been brought about
with one objeet only, and that object is to
crush the working classes.
An OrrosiTioNn MEMBER: Rubbish.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member for
Warwick the other night made a comparisor
of the cost of construction of our railways.
Does the hon. member for Warwick want us
to return to those pre-war days when the
wages were bs., 6s., Ts., and 8s. per day?
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That iz what Senator Fairbalrn and the hon,
member for Townsville want to return to,
because I have not noticed in the Press any
protest by the hon. member that he does
not want tc return to pre-war days.

Mr. Moore: We want to return to pre.
war cost of living, too.

Mr. COLLINS: I am onc of those who
believe that therc is no ne>d to return {0 pre-
war davs. If so, what is the use of talking
about all our inventive faculties and our
wonderful machinery in connection with the
produciion of commodities? If we only had
the machinery in connection with preduction
that has bhe n wsed during the last few ycars
in regard to destruction, we would not be
talking =bout an cight-hour day, but at the
present meinent we would be talking about a
considerably shorter working day. When the
same brain power is applied to production
that has becn applird to destruction, then
we can begin to call ourselves civilised.

Mr. ErLpHINSTONE: You ave not prepared
to pay for brain power when you get it.

Mr. COLLINS: The working class have got
the brain power. We have had to produce
inventions {rom time to time, and the hon.
member and his party belong to the class
that gencrally exploit that which we have
produced. When thevy say we are under the
domination of the Trades Hall, it is just as
well to remind them that they are under
the domination of the Employers’ Federa-
tion. I have here a cutting from the “ Daily
Standard” of Thursday, 17th August, which
reads—

“ During the debate on Supply in the
House of Representatives yesterday, Du.
Karle Page caused amusement by read-
ing a telegram he had received from Mr.
Edkins, Graziers’ Assoclation, Brishane,
as follows:—" In view of the following
points—namely, (1) the promise given by
the “ National” Government to reduce
the price of sugar to the public on Ist
November; (2) the recent juncture of
forces in New South Wales and Tas-
mania, togcether with the public opinion
expressed in South Australia and Vie-
toria. do not warrant a continuance of
opposition to the present ° National ”
Government; (3) on behalf of the Queens-
Jand country interests, we would prefer
vour party to offer support to necessary
legislation to assist the development of
primary production; (4) any delay in
meat bounties, or Mcat Board bills, will
be disastrous to our country interests,
which require immediate relief; (5) our
sorry experience in Queensland makes it
imperative to check any possibility of
Labour to regain power—we strongly
recommend the withdrawal of the cen-
sure motion.”

Mr. Fidkins, of the Graziers’ Association,
Brisbane. had the audacity to wire to the
leader of the Federal Country party that he
was not to go on with his censure motion,
but was to allow the Tory Government still
to govern Australia; and then they talk
about the influence exercised over this party
by the Trades Hall or by outside bodies!
We never vet have received a telegram such
as that received by Dr. Karle Page, the
leader of the Federal Country party, from
Mr. Edkins. T have been informed that this
gentleman gets a higher salary than cven the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth,

Mr. Rvax: £3500 a year.

[18 AvecusT.]
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Mr. COLLINS: Faney a man getting
£3,500 a vear! What does he zet 1t for?
He gets it to look after the wealthy class

of Queensland. I want fo point out to the
workers outside that the reason the Govern-
ment ave receiving such bitter opposition at
the present time is beecauve of the fact that
we are the one Labour Govermmnent in the
Clommeonscalth, the one Labcour Government
in the British Empire, and the oue Labour
Government in the whole of the civilised
world. In the opinicn of the wealthy cf
this Government must be destroyed. If capi-
talismn can destroy the Goveranment, it will
stop at nothing to bring ebout that result,
becaus=o we are a menace o capitalism in the
Commoanwealth =3 o s we are able to
keep the Labour fla ving in Queensland.
We have set an example. and the Labour
party right throughoutr the Commonwealth
will Tollow in our footsteps. The other night
the Secrerary for Public Works
[4 p.m.] mentioned the Employers’ Fede-
ration, and the influence they
used to exercize npon Tory Governments in
the past. They gave away their own case.
It is just as well to read ir, and. as the late
Hon. J. T. Ryan said, a gcood thing cannof
be repeated too often. Mr. C. W, Campbell
the president of the Fmployers’ Federation
in Brishane, speiking on 24th January, 1922,
said-—

* Opn many and many a night we have
egone up to the House when the Libersl
Government was in power and secured
alterations in the legislation going
through, which have all been for your
benefr. They were in touch with us all
the time the tramway strike was on.”’

I remember, when sitting in opposition some
vears ago. when the hon. member for
Bulimba cccupied a seat on the Treasury
benches. that I pointed out that the then
Government were only a committee of the
Emploverss Federation for the purpose of
carrying cut the dictates of that federa-
tion: The resson I am able to say that is
because of my study of capitalistic develop-
ment, not only in this State and the rest
of the Commonwealth, but of its development
throughout the world. Hon. members
opposite may argue that we are, to some
cxtent, a committee of the unions of the
organised workers of Queensland., We do
represent the organised workers of Queens
land. Thev are the backbone of this party,
and will continue to be the backbone of it.

Mr. EvpninsToxe: It iz pretty wobbly just
nOwW,

Mr., COLLINS:

It is not wobbly. It was
never morve =olid in its Life. It ill becoanes
the hon. member to make that statement
because he has wobbled from the back cross
benches right down to the place where he
is now. {(Government laughter.) He has
wobbled frem one party to the other, and
God knows where he is going to wobble
later on. I have kept straight on the whole
of my life, and I intend to keep straight on.

Mr. ErpHINsTONE: Yes, you have not got a
mind big enough to alter.

Mr. COLLINS: If I had a mind similav
to that of the hon. member, which can pledge
itself to one party and then shift to another
party. I should say I had a very small mind
indeed. I recognise that. having signed the
TLabour party’s platform—

Mr., ¥ipninstoxg: If I have mnot_signed
any platform or pledge, what then? We are
not tied down like automata here. We are

here to express our opinions.

Mr. Collins.}
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Mr, COLLINS: You are hic
the opinions of ‘an outside org
which vou are the mouthpicce.

An OprosiTION MEMBER: Nonsense!

My, COLLINS: A moment agso, [
from the ** Daily 3ail”
nemic of General
sented on the Xmployers’

2 to express
amisation, ©

read
that a person of the
Thompson was also repre-
Federation. That

i» the gentleman who is reported to have
m“ld

¢ General ’Homp~on If vou have a

me vegulars it is wonderful what thev

can resist. [ have seen 500 men in the
shearers’ ike held up by seventy-ive
wounted infantry.”
T want the public of Queensland to know that
the people who are oppesed to us are repre-
sented Ly hon, gentlemen opposite.  Then,
again, my 1('(\dm'v’ of history has shon.n me
what 18 h’m pening in 19«?&14 to the develop-
ment of capitnlism whlch is going on in the
Commonwealth and in this State. As I said
2 few moments ago, capitalism will stop at
nothing to gain its end.
AMr. FrpHiNsTONE: What will communism

do¥

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members opposite
throw off at me from time to time about
Karl Marx. I +tand behind Karl Marx,

who, if hon. members opposite want to know.
iz one of the greatest thinkers the world has
ever seen or is likely to sce.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE: What about Russia?

Mr. COLLINS: Russia has not reached
the stage of development as outlined by Karl
Marx.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It has reached a stage,
and with what result?

My, COLLINS: At any rate. Rus:a is
ruled bv Bolsheviks—whori hon. members
opposite have sneered at—wlo have been able
to retain the government of the country since
1917, I suppose the capitalistic forces
throughout the world huve done all they
r could to try and destroy Russia. but
have not succeeded up to the present.
iust the same with the capitalistic forces
in Australia—T go bevond Queensland. I
"upn\)s(\ that, when ther met in B ishane,
v th «)ndht they would be over at the
Bellevue Hotel mb]latmo on the downfall
of the (‘n(rﬂ“clm d Lal\om rovernment, but
it did not ecoms about.  Some of us know
what capitalism will do; some of us know
the listcrs of it in other cou ies, 1 hold
in my hand a book written by a man who
wes in the inside running of capitalism.
which s eutitled * Fronzied Finance,”
1zhed in 1806, by Thomas W. Lawson. an
can millionaire.

My, FLETCHER interjected.

Mr. COLLINS: XNot like the hon.
for Port Curtis. Tic¢ has never been in the
inner cirele of capitalism; he iz not big

enough to be admitted into the inner cirele,
This man was right in the inner circle of
capitalism; and was. therefore, in a po~ifion
to show what capitalism would do. and he
has given a book to the world which it would
be a good thing for the vounger gensration
to read. I h“no a still more modern produs-
tion called ¢ The Brass Check,”” written by
A(Yp‘ton Sinclair, dealing with the power which

the Press exercises in the United States. For
ﬂm benefit of the people of Queensland, T am
going to quote from a chapter in ** Frenzled
Finance,” headed “ Bribing a Legislature.
On page 150 the author says—

‘“ At the head of Whitney's forces was
[Mr. Collins.

nember
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his lawyer, George 11 Towle, big of
brain, ponderous of frame, and with the
strength of an ox. A man of terrifie
temper, he knew nrot the meaning of the
word fear. Nothing aroused him to suzh
frenzy as to have to do with a legi
who unnecessarily haggled over the price
of his vote or influecnco. On occasions
when a lieutenant reported that Senator
This or Representative That would not
come into camp, Towle, with an oath,
me to him and I'll
i or there'll
election in his

would saw, ‘Take

bhe occasion for a
district to-morrow.’

“ Second in command was Mr. Patch,
Towle’s secretary and factotum, his exacs
opposite in every way. Where Towle
was Dbrutally straight to the point, Mr.
Patch was as smooth an intriguer as ever
connected himself with secrets by way of
kevholes and transoms. It is a Beacon
Hill tradition that for years Towle on
final-payvment day would have the mem-
bers of the Massachusetts Legislature
march through his private offices one at a
time, and, ham.mg each of them their
loot, would proclalm‘ ¢ Well, you're
settled with in full, aren’t vou? That
represents vour vote on and on——."
Then he wonld loudly identify the Bill
and the particulars of the service. while
behind a partition with a stenographer
would be Mr. Patch, who. after the notss
had been written out, would witness the

new

accuracy of the stenographer’s report.
When the ILegisiature assembled again,
old members, the same story goes, would

be reques tod to call on Towle to renew
noqu"«mtance%hlp Then he would allow
them to look over his memoranda ¢ just to
keep them from being too honest,” as he
gontly phrased it.”
On page 161 Lawson tells how Towle and
Patch disappeared, and he says—

‘’Tis writ that some crimes are =0
black and foul that they will not down,
and when I read over what Is written
here I wonder if there will not some day
be another chapter of ¢ Frenzied Finance’
written by another pen than mine.”

That is what capitalism is prepared to do in
the United Stutes of America. No wonder
the Opposition are anxious to get rid of the
Labour Government, because we know the
capitalistic interests are behind them. One
of the members sitting on the front Oppe-
siticn beuch admits thet he is a delegate
representing Queensiand at the Emplovers
Federation. Another delegate is Mr. Edkins.
who is the gentleman who wired to Dr, Rarle
Pago, the 'r of the Federal Countrv

artv, telling him to withdraw his censure
mot n the Federal Parliament. What
are the big interests which stand behizd the
Opposition? The big Pestoralists’ TUnion is
standing behind them.

Mr, FLETCHER: No.

My, COLLINS: Is it not a fact that, if
hon. members opposite got into power, they
would repeal certain legislation passed by
this Government?

Mr. MoraaN: We certainly would.

Mr. COLLINS: I am very glad to have
that interjection. Would they give an exten-
sion of leases to the pastoralists for another
twenty vears? If they did that, it would
mean millions of pounds to the pastoralists.
Would not that be the effect of them getting
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into power? Would not they also give an
extension of the franchise to the Brisbane
Tramways Company? Do they deny that?
1 listened carefully to theiv speeches, and
that is what ther meant. What would it
mean if they gave an extension of the fran-
chi-e to the Drisbane Tramways Company?
Ay, Morasi: Prosperity to Queensland.

Bfr. COLLINS: We know that ctunng the

twenty-five vears the population of
bane will be something like 300,000 or

4041 OC/ If the Brisbane Tramyways Company
got an exrension of the franchise they will go
i for further extensions, and in ’owonty five
vears it will be worth £2,000.000 in profits
to them. Those arc the big intercsts vepre-
seitted b the Opposition‘ That 15 the power
behind the threne. The moncey power stands
behind hon, meonib: opposite. No wonder
they want to got rid of the present Govern-
ment ! The Labour Government may not
hi fone ml that was expected of them by
the workers; but I want to say to the w orkers
of this Stafe that the members who sit on
the Gm cornment side of the House belong to
the working class. We are all of the work-
ing We have all had experience of
the Governments of mankind quite recently.
Tven if we have made mistakes, we want to
vealise that our mistakes are their mistakes.
They have made mistakes outside, and we
who represent them in Parliament have on
more than one occasion had to shoulder
their mistakes. I admit that they have made
mistakes outside, and I admit that we have
uot <done all that was expected of us as a

Labour Government by the workers outside.
As T said a momont ago, our mistakes are
their mistakes, and their mistakes are our
mistales. \Ve are all one.
My, ELPHINSTON You
but a big mistake.

Mr. COLLIX I «am not going to take
any notice of a silly interjection like that.

«‘hs~

are nothing else

If the hon. member makes an intelligent
interjection I will try to reply to it. The
interests  of those who are behind the

Opposition are such that they will not hesi-

tate (o do anything to achm\e success, What
do we sce them doing in Italy? They are
ing the Aeadqualter of the various

unions and of the Labour organisations. We
saw quite recently what they did in South
Africa, where they sent up aeroplanes and
dropped bombs on defenceless workers. We
know what they are doing in Nuw Seuth
Wales at the present time.

Mogreax : What did you do in Towns-

COLLINS: We know what they are
in New South Wales at the present
where the Government are destroying
which has taken over a century to

time,
that
build up.

Mr. Morgax: Your own Government shot
down the workers at Townsville.

Myr. COLLINS: I want to suy to the
worksrs of Queensland that, in the event of
the present Opposition getting into power,
judging by the remarks made at the meet-
g of the Bmployers’ Federation, more than
likely they will repeal the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act. They will also amend the
Trade Unions Act. Why will they repeal
the Industiial Arbitration Act? Because
they believe in free and open competition.
Why will they amend the Trade Unions Act?
Because th{y want to prevent us from con-

[18 Avcusy.]
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tributing to

» pelitical funds and from con-
tributing tow:

the cost of running the
Labour paper If the Opposition get 1nto
power. they will go in for a vigorous policy
of mm ngrauon. We have heard them conl-
about the action of this GO\E‘U]-

aing in for a vigorous policy

They want to go in for a
svstenr of mmng'?tlon to bring about the
state of things which I expericnced in this
State in 1883, when over 24,000 were landed
on the shores of this State, and hundreds of

men were lecking for work without being
able 1o gut it. Those of us who were able
1

cere paid only ““six beb’' a day.
Umr is the state of affairs

There ave thousands of

Guernsland to-day.
Ar. LLINS: The president of the
Empo. Foederation oxplamc»d his  atti-

c!(au, when he said that they
wanted fo veturn to pre-war times. That is
¢ O ! !
whar Senater Fairbalyn sayrs, and he knows

whaz he iz talking about.

Alr, 3foreus: The workers were better off
then.

My, COLLINS: The workers were not

The workers of Queensland
this Government than

better off then.
are berter off under

the workers in any other country in the
world. ﬂa presenr is the golden time for
the workers in Queensland.

My, Moreax:
plalmnn M

Mr. COLLINS They are not complaining,
At any rate, this Government have done
~pl("l(ﬁ(x worl in that direction. They have
tried to bring about better conditions so far

Why ave they always com-

as the workers ave concerned. As I have
alrcudy  #aid, the Government have not
accomplished everything; but we want to
realise that for thousanda of years—thou-
sands of years, not hundreds—the patrician
class—the we Jlthv class—have governed man-

kind. We realise that we cannct accomplish
everything in the short space of seven years.
T am quite satisfied that, when future his-
torians start out to write the history of
Queensiand, they will refer to the Labour
(lovernment, and they wiil refer to this time
as the » Golden Age” of the Queenaland
worker. The Queensland workers of to-day
have the best co,hh‘rmm that ever existed in
this Stare. It would be a calamity to the
workers of this State if our friends opposite
got into power. I sound a note of warning
to the great working classes outside. We
know that the children of Israel were wan-
dering for forty years in the wilderness, and
I make a foreeast that, in the event of this
Government going out of power, it will be
forty vears before a Labour Government will
be tveturned to the Treasury benches again.
OprosrrioNn Meupers: Iear, hear!

My, COLLINS. Our friends opposite would
not hesitate to alter the franchise to suit
themselves.  They would be quite within
their rights in doing that 1f the people were
50 fooitrh as to return them to power. We
would not have the broad franchise that we
have ut the present time. HEven if they did
not alter the franchise, thev would adopt
other mothods which would be equivalent to
altering the franchise. They would do like
they did in the Federal Parliament, where
thev introduced the preferential svs‘mm of
voting, which, in my opinion, was an insidi-
ous attempt to destroy the franchise without

Mr. Collins.]
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coming straight sub and There viewer to fly turbulence and ztrife. and
are na of killing and to be timid, which iz very true; but this
that ne of the methods our is very ncomplcte] ctdtmrrhtnc ques-
friends opposite, becauss one tion. Capital cse hews: 1o profit, or very
party, small profit, just as \atme was lolmony

1 tnought you said that
to aunother.

My, EIpHINSTONE :
I deft oune party and
(Oppesition Taughtoer.;

My, COLLINS: So I did

FELPHINSTONE 1
all one party?

M. COLLINS:
dealing  with the
mentioned.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE :
own mind.

My, COLLINS: if I did not know my
mind any better than the hon. member for
Oxley, I would not know much. The hon.
member belongs to the Mallock type. He
always supports Mallock when he gets up
in this House. e is quite weleome to
Maliock, who is an excellent euponent of
the ¢ p1tah~t1c systern which the hon., mem-
ber for Oxley repressnts. I am willing to
admit that the hon. mersber for Oxley is a
good exponent of the capitalistic systemn and
the capitalistic party which he sits behind.

My, FreHIxsTONE: What about vou and
me touring the Btate—vou taking the one
side and my:elf taking the other?

Ilr., COLLINS: it be a bad

went

You do not know your

vwould nof

ea. (Laughter.: The capitalistic party
want to achieve the v- things sought by

the hon. gentleman.

Now I am going to give a guotation from
Karl Marx, for the beunefit of the hon, mem-
bm for Ox} On page 7856 of his book,

“Capital,” —

“Capital is

said by a Quarterly Re-

woand the Xer ow the Land.,

Act of

Prices

Regulstion of Sugar Cane Prices Act
Amendm Act of 3817,

Reguletion  of Cane Price Act
Amendment 1921,

Diseases in Stock Act.

Brands Act.

Brands Act Amendment Act.

Dise «in Plants Aci.

Fertilisers Act Amendizent Act.
Iruit Caces Act Amendment Act.
Stats Produce Agency Act.

Rights in Water Act Amendment Act.

Co-operative Agricullural Praduction Aut
Amendiment Ao,

Stock Focds Act.
Dairy Produce At

Wheat Pool Act.
{hesse Pool Act.
Tncomie Tax Act An t Act

Land Tax Act.
Main Roads Act.

Rallway Act Amendment Act (which meant
the abolition of the Railway Guaran-
tee, and the giving of relief for the
man on the land).

Hanana Industry Preservation Act.
Primary Producers’ Organisation Act.
Tax Act Amendment Act.

[Mr. Collins.

said to abhor a vacuum. ith adequate
profit, capital is very bolf., A certain
10 pev cent. will ensure its employment
anywhere; 20 per cent. 1 produce
cagerness; 50 per cert. pr)ﬂtn e audacity;
100 per contoow mal\e it ready to
trample on all human laws; 300 per cent.,
and there is not a crime at which it will
scruple, nor a risk it will not run, even
to the chauce of its owner being hanged.
Tf turbulence and sirife will bring a
profit, it will frecly encourage both.
Smuggling and the slave trade have
amply proved all that is here stated.”

I quite agree with that statement that—
“ One hundred per cent. will make 1t
ready to flampln on all human laws;”

and I am also quite willing to admit that
the writer is correct when he sars that
smuggling and the slave trazde have amply
proved all that he states, Bm our friends
opposite can rest assured that the workers
arve uwakening to the danger t'mc threatens
them.
My, J. H. €. Roszrte: Do not point.
Taughter.)
COLIINS: 1 am not pointiag ut any

ular pe Non, and anyhow, I would not
time pointing at the hon. momber.
walth to deal for a fow moments with
some of the wo'"L accomplished during the
first seven years of the reign of this Govern-

ving in ome coluinn the measures
pas)‘od for the benefit of agriculture and the
mar on the land, #ud in the other what we

al mea

may call Iabour and indust

- and Industrial S .
Compensatior Ac* {(which

Laton
Workers’
jrcludes min
Industrinl Arbitrs
Insurance Act of 1816,
Workers' Acsommodation Act and
ments.
Trade Unic
Labour Exchanars Act,
Inspection of Machinery Act.
lding Aet.

1’s phthisd
tion Act.

ns Act.

Inspection of Scu
Mines Rezulation Act
Wages Act.
Workers' IHomes
Factoriss and Shops Act Ame sent
Industrial and Pr nt Socistics Act,
Fair Rents Act.

Profitecring

o

Prevention Act.

Police t Amendment
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That is a fairly good record for secven
vears of work for the man on the land. 1
question whether it has been equzlicd in
iny other part of the Commonwealth. W,
all know that the Regulation of the Sugar
Cane Prices Acts have been of considerable
bherefit to the sugar-growers, inasmuch «
last yoar the value of the raw product v

estimated at a little over £8,000.000: a con-
iderable incrcase above that of 1916, Then,
by our Income Tax Act Amendment Act, it
18 possible for the man on the land to aver-
age his income over a numiber of yeavs. and

quite recently our Land Tax Act Amend
Act gave relief to the man who
his own land up to £1,500 in value,
somethirg done for the man on the land. an
I Lhope he appreciates the fact that thls

Gov elnmont have doue something. Ou the
other  hand., there are the Ilabour and
indu-trial mea-nres.

My, Moraay : Have voun not forgotten one

Mr. COLLINS: I may have forgotten half
a dozen,

Mr. Moreax: The Act insrea
bers’ salaries. (Laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: I voted cheorfuliy for
that. At the same time it is Just as well
o tell the people the whole truth—that is.
that we are now seuffering & 5 per cent,
reduction,  Take the Act dealing  with
miners’ phthis If any man deserves eredig
for that asure, 1t 1s the hon. member for

Mount Aorgan, who did a grest deal of
1 ing for it. Having = »r]fod for
five vears underground. I know some
of the difficultios that besst the miner. Manw

friends of mine are suffes from  this
L

Only last week I went to the State
1ce Office with onie whom I have hnown

for thirty-five zears. and who. perhs i
next few months will have gone over
the border, =uffering from this foul disen
Surely we deserve credit for putting
tute-book islation dealing with
discases.  Then, did we not ¥
dustrial and Provident Societi
societies

those on a legal footing? 1Is ‘rhnt

not somothing dene more than anvy cthe

Governmont in this State have done?
Passing from that, T i to deal

a fow local matters. affecting not only the

te in general, but my own elestorate m
culav,  Oa page 10 of the Finsuclal
tatement I oread—

“Already  cotton-growing  hes
reztly stimulated in this State
action of the Government in gua
ing to the growers bsd. per Ih. for all
seed cotton of apnroved quality grown
br them. This guarantee was for t'lroo

vears ending 30th June, 1923, In orde
to still f*wtnm‘ encourage the ;,lwr g of
cotton, the Government have de \J 0

extend the existing guarantee until 3lst
July, 1923—that 1, by one h.o?:h—fn
cnable the cotton-growers to reap tm‘
advantage of the guarantead price of
55d. per lb. for no whole of the forth-
comine crop. which ought to be har-
vested by the extended date. it s
inteaded also to guarantee a ])';'1'\0 for
a further poriod of three vear:s ending
31st July, 1926, The conditiens under
the new guarantee will be diffceent to
those ruling at prosent, as the price -will
be based on the quality and length of
staple of the coiton. The details have
not yet been worked out, but for the

[i8 Avgust.]

Supply. 733

first yecar of the new guarantes pericd
the maximum price w il I be 85d. per 1b.
for send cotton of 1i-inch staple, of good
quality and free from discase.”

Ta veference to that matfer, I want to point
out that vesierday T asked the Secretary for
Agriculture and Stock the following ‘gues-
Tons——

FWill he have an examinaticn made
of lands on the Bowen Coalfield. and in
other portions of the Bowen electorate,
to azecertain  their suitability for the

'owl ng of cotfron?
In the event of the lands being

mtdblo for the growing of cotton. will
he send an expert to the district to
give the nece information to the

farmers 77

And he replied—

“1. Yes.
“2. Yoo, ¢
T want 5t to
available for
torate 5G0,0
Mr.
M.

OWH

oon as available.”

bo made known that there is
settlement in the Bowen elec-
30 acres of land.

Greex: You don’t want immigrants.

COLLINS: We want to scttle
native-born people on the land, and
member  for Townsville kunows
‘e conditions arc good, immigrants
The Umted States of
of immigrants, one of
e, being that thev are

our

cloze to “u‘mpo.

Mr. Erpmivsroxt: And there is no Labour

Goverrment there.
Afr. COLIINS: Of course, there would
ot be any Labour Clovernment there. ITave

poiuting out the influcnces of

Yet yvou say the United
are ProEperous.
Mr. COLLINS: O of the
t they are only a few daye
large populations in Turope. At
i

¥

Mr. ErpaINsToNn:
tes of America

reasons  is
sail from
any rate,
good here, people
is what this Govern-

f e make cmmmo“‘
11l come here. and 'L«
ment are tr to do.

Mr., Warrex: Ther do not rush heve.

COLLINS: They ave coming
beeause the ceonditions are good.
complaints about svour returncd soldiers not
being able to get work. Is it not the first
duty of the Commonwealth—not of the State
—ingtead of remitting faxation, to use that
income for finding work for returned sol-
-.:!m‘c? Your Commonwealth Government
have done practically mext to nothing for
ore good enough to go and
are not good encugh to find work
for when they come back. I hope that we
shall sec  the cotton-growing
[4.30 p.m.} industrs expand throughout the
State.  Tf we had good con-
we could have the population. I
believe that, when you have good con-
ditions, you have a high marriage rate.
Gladstone said on one cecasion—
“Tell rae the marriage rate in
land, and I will tell you whether
prosperous or not.”

dr.

here
You have

ditions,

Eng-
it is

When we have a high marriage rate we have
a high birth rate; and, later on, we shall
have the native-horn population to develop
the State. I am not going to be carried
away with the crr for millions. If that were
so, India should be the most prosperous

Mr. Collins.]
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the world, followed by (‘hma

are many millions of people in
W ould anvong say that
I do not know, so much

country in
because there
those countries.
India is prosperous?
about China.

I want to thank this Government for what
they have done in the development of my
electorate, espeeially in regard to the Bowen
Coallields Railway. I am very pleased to be
able to inform the Iouse that news qti"e
recently came from the coalfield =:dt1ncr thas
it is exprcted that the rails will reach the

State coalmine on the 29th of this month.
Then we kha‘ll be produmr coal for the
supply of our Northern railway system. I am

very proud of what the Clovernument ha\o
done in the Luilding of the railway_ and in
the spending of Li@,OOO in the development
of the mine—which, in my opinion, is the
best equipped and one of tho most up-to-date
mines in Queensland. s I inter-
jected the other night, w css In the
Bowen cealficld one of the erecatest coalfields
in the Commonwealth. Bofore the advent
of this Government it was lying idle. Other
Governments could have built the railway,
but they did nothmg I am sure that no
one appreciates more than the Bowen people
do what the Government have done in the
directicn of developing their hinterland.

I am pleased to find that the Mount Coolon
goldfeld is still making progress. Last year
it produced 2,633 tons of stone for 1,369
oz. of gold, of a money value of £6,169. With
greater crushing powrr, 1 have no doubt that
15 will become one of the principal goldfields
in Queensland, and will add greatly to our
gold production. I am v pleased to be
able to inform the people of Queensland that,
quite recently, we had another development
14 miles south-east of the coalfield, where a
new gold find has taken place. A little while
ago the prospectors of the new field sent to
Charters Towers 9 tons 12 cwt. of stone for a
vield of 25 oz. of fine gold, valued at £106.
I am pleased that the Secretary for Mines
quite recently informed the prospectors that
he would advance them up to £150, on the
£1 for £1 basis. for the sinking of a shaft to
prove further that new gold find. I thank
the Secretary for Mines and the Government
generally for the good work they ave doing
in assisting the Lllly Hughes Company to
crect a battery on the Normanby goldfield.

Mr. Crayrox: Is that in Melbourne?

Myr. COLLINS: No, it is in the
elecrorate.

Afr. Moreax: Why don’t
Bill to change the name? (Laughter.)

. COLLINS: We do not wani fo bring
in a T3111 to change the name; that \\onld
indicate a small mind. T am pleasced that
the Minss Department have reserved five

wead of stampers for the use of the public.
Mor than likely we shall sce in the Bowen
clectorate not only the developmrnt of a
large coalfield, but, before another two or
three yvears, the duelopment of large gold
fields.

I have boen sorry to hear, from time to
time, criticism from the other side of the
ITouse in regard to the Inkerman irrigation
scheme. Irngatlon at Inkerman is going to
be a success; it is only the forerunner, I
hope, of many more big irrigation schemes
bemo carried out by this Government. I am
eatxsﬁed that the Government are going to
remain in power, and not only go on with
the building of new lines of railway, but with
irrigation schemes also.

[Mr. Collins.

Bowen

you bring in a
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I hope. when the money market is a little
ecasier, that the Government will go on with
the iron and steel works at Bowen. It is no
uze hon. members on the other side prating,
as they do from time to time, about the
sceondary industries. I heard a dcbate con-
ducted_at great length one night, when the
Act Amendment Bill was before
t about dmo‘op.nf our Loywdaly
indus If this State is to bocome great,
we must develop not only our coal but also
our iron vesources, and go in fn‘ thu manu-
facture of steel, rendering ourselves indepen-
dent of other countrics, We all know that
coal and ircn have built up such couniries as
Great Britain, and the Unitea

of Amovie If wc develop our coal
PO resourc we shall build up th
it State of Quuensland and this groat
. ralian Comnonwealth.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hcear, hear!
\Ir CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I am very

to_have the opportunity of mdl\mg
arks in connection with this Financia
ment, I predicted that the ])"\vvoub

1 Statement weuld bc the last that
hen lxocmuu' would have the oppor-
v of reading; and I xoutmo to say that
,u‘l ke the last delivered by a Labour

Government in this Iouse for a great
number of rears,
My, ForpeE: Ch, no; you missed the “bus

the other day.

Mr, CLAYTON: I did not miss the ‘bus
Tooking at this Financial Statement, one is
inclined to think that the sting is in the

tail: becsuse, on reaching the end of it, you
sce that it is estimated there will be a deficit
ar the end of the financial year of £576,840.
If the director of a company were to pro-
duce to an annual meeting of shareholders
a statement such as that which the Govern-
ment have delivered, I am inclined to think
rho shareholders would put those directors
out: and, if Lhe electors of Queensland were
given the opportunity, the men who at present
are directing the affairs of this State would
not cceupy those benches again.

Mr. ForpE: We would get a much larger
majority.

Mr. CLAYTON: After the Government
had gone to the clectors on the last occasion
and told them what thev had done for the
man on the land, and what they had done
in the sugar mdmtlv many clestorates in
which sugar was modu( .d turned down the
jien who claimed to have assisted them, and
sent others here, 1790(11150 they knew that the
men thov were sending were sincere in their
endeavours to do Komctmnw for the man on
the land.

Fon. W.

Foraan Siurrg: Ifave you any-
thing agrinst what this Government has done
for the sugar industry? Do you not approve
of our p()hu‘?

My, AYTON: I am very glad that both
ﬂ‘rio\ of Tl]l. Hous> and the pubhc of Queens-
land ave doing everything they possibly can
to keep the sugar mdusuv in a prosperous
condition. 1t is a pity that we cannot sce
eye to eve in a lot of other matters for the
Venofit of Quesnsland.

On 30th June, 1915, the public debt of
Queensland amounted to £56,869,046. That
figure 1enresonted the accumulated debt over
a period of fifty-six years. During the period
that this Government have been in power,
up to 30th June, 1922, the public debt of
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Queensiand was increased to no lass a sum
than £85.691,228—an increase in seven years
of £28,822,182. Yet the Government tell us
that we are living in a land of prosperity!
When this Government came into office our
intercst bill was £1,975,581, but up to the
end of June, 1922, it had increased to
£3,286,096, being an increase of £1,310,51&.
If our interest bill is going to inciease at
that rate and the present Government are,
unfortunately, allowed to remain in power, I
do not know what the condition of Quecnsland
is going to be. F¥or the yerar 1914-15 the
amount of revenue received was £7,202,658,
but the roceipts last year reached no less a

sum than £12311,378, or an increase of
£5,105,720. For the year 1914-15 the expen-

diture was £7,199.399, aund for the year 1921-
22 it was . £12,499,970, being an incrrase of
£5,300,571. The year that this Government
obtained control of the Treasury benches
theve was a surplus of £3,259. Yet for the
year 1921-22, afrer seven years of Labour
Government, w2 have a deficit of £188,592.

M. Fomrdr: Quote the deficits of Tory
Governments in other Stutes.

 Mr. CLAYTON: I will quote suflicient
figures to satisfy the hon. memwer before 1

have finished. The total amount of sur-
pluses under this Government up to 30th

June, 1922, was £71,454. 1 suppose the hon.
member for Rockhampton is proud of that.
But we find that the deficits for the same
period amount to £1.023,524, or an excess of

deficits over surpluses for that period of
£952.070. 'The position gels worse as time

goos o Although it is stated that we arve
on a wave of prosperity, it is estimated that
the defieit this year will be £576,840, which
will make the total amount of deficits up to
30th June, 1923, £1,528,910

My, ForbeE: The Tory Government in
Westorn Australia for the same period had
accwrnwiated a deficit of £4,500,000.

My, CLAYTON : Prior to this Governnient
assuming office, we saw that pamphlet which
stated that finance was the test of good go-
vermnent, I ask you to apply that test to
the pa now in power. If that tes: was
applied to the Labour Government and the
Governments prior to the Labour Govern-
ment, theve can be no question as to which
party has lheen for the benefit of Queensland,
and which party has been to the detriment of
Quecnsiand.

Mr. Forpe: This Government could easily
show a surplus if we increased freights and
fare~.

My, CLAYTON: Y do not think the hon.
member for Rockhaumpton gues into the Cap-
ricornia clectorate to tell the electors the
figures which I have just quoted.

Mr. ForDE: I tell the clectors the trath.

Mr. CLAYTON: If the hon. member told
the iruth, he would tell them of the unfortu-
nate position in which the Government have
placed Queensland, For the year 1914-15, the
areount of income derived from income taxa-
tion wos £517.273, and in 1921-22 the amount
had increased to £2,194,361, being an increase
of £1,677,088. During 1914-15 therc was no
land taxation. That has been imposed by
this Government, and last year the amount
received in  land taxation amounted to
£480,518. That has been reccived from the
man on the land. That is the way the Go-
vernment have attempted to assist the man on

1922—3 ¢
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the land. Under this Government the amount
of income from totalisator taxation has
increased by £25,969; the income from stamp
duty has increased bv £E£33335; and the
amount of revenus reveived {rom licenses has
lecreased by £1,071—showing a total increasc
in revenue from those scurcss of taxation of
£2,455,829,  These figures go to show that
when we apply the principle that finance is a
rest of good government, the position of this
Government is a very sorry onc. The Go-
vernor. in his opening Speech, said—

It is clear, however, that to provide
for new scttlement on the large scale our
State’s unoccupied land and undevsloped
resources justify, there inust be a con-
siderable expenditure cf money in rail-

way construction, road-making, and irvi-
gation, und it is gratifying to know that
there will be no difficulty in raiziug the
funds for such extensive undertakings.”

1 think the Government will he doing what
they should do if they spend some of ths
money that they borrow or derive from taxa-
tion or otherwise on the construction of rail-
ways in some of our agricultural distriets.
We have large arcas of agricultural land
adjacent to our main railways. and I sin-
cervely hope the Government will do some-
thing to conncct those agvicultural lands
with thosze railways, and so afford assistauce
to the people who arc already scttled there.
The Treasurer, in his inancial Statement.
states—

“The <ugar industry has been a very
valuable standby to this State during the
depression  in  other industries; it is
natural, thercfore, that the Goverminent
should be anxious as to the future of the
industry.”

s

We are told that there is no depression in the
industry, and here we have the Treasurer, in
his Finoncial Statement. admitting that there
is. The Treasurcr further states—

“ The Government have exerted their
best endeavours to induce the Common-
weslth Government to cxtend the sugar
agreement for a further period—so far
unavailingly. The cconomie importance
of this industry to Austfralia is so grea,
and the consequences of its destruction
would be so disastrous to the policy of
white settlement in Northern Australia,
that we arve confident the Commonwealth
Government will eventually approve of
an extension of tho ant on satis-
factory terms. Holding this belief, the
Government have given consideration to
the question of crecting additional sugar-
mills in Queensland.  There is sufficient
willing power in Qucensland at present
to supply the needs of the Comn.’nnwoa‘l‘th
of raw sugar if the full eapacity of the
<isting »ills could be utilized, but for
reasons which are well known very fow
mills are supplied yvear in and ycar out
with their full complement of cane.”

So far as the Southern portion of Quesnsland
is concerned. we know that the mills are not
supplied with their full complement of cane.
We have mills in my district which, unfortu-
rately, are not supplied with a sufficient
quantity of cane to allow them to compete
successfully. I refer particularly to the
Bauple mill. which is in my electorate, and
which is one of the Government central sugar
mills. I have here the report of the gencral
manager of central sugar mills in connection

Mr. Clayton.]
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with the Bauple sugar mill, dated 30th June,
1921, which says—

“ No crushing took place during the
year 1919-20, and since 1916 the total
cane treated was 106,564 tons, being an

average of 21,313 tons per annum for the
five years operating.”

The Bauple mill is capable of trcating no
less than 65,000 tons of cune per seacon, but,
unfortunatelv, there is not sufficient cane
grown in the vicinity of the mill to cnable

the mill to be worked successfully from a
firancial point of view. Not far from the
Bauple mill there is a very fine stretch
of country Lknown as the Goomboorian

Scrub, and the people there are most anxious
to get vml" ay communication so that they
will be in a position to grow cane. It w ould
be of great benefit to the Bauple mill if the
Government could be irduced to conmnect
the Goormboorian Serub by a light line with
some point on the main railway so that
supplies of cane couid be railed o the
Bauple mill. All the cane north of Bauple
could be treated at the mills around Mary-
borough, and, if these Goomboorian lands
were given railway communication, it would
go a long way towards assisting the Bauple
mill to get a full complement of cane.
Quite rvecently I paid a visit to this serub

in company with ’\Im Missing and Mr.
Maike, of the United Cane Growers’ Associa-
tion of Bundaberg, and I would Iike to

quete from a report that was made con-
cerning cur visit—

“The Goomboorian land is eminently
suited for sugar-cane growing. and an
estimate of 4,000 acres would be on the
low side as to that which would be avail-

able without interfering in ang
wlth banana-growing. and would al o be
clear of heavy frost, The flats, where
frosty, could be profitably worked with
cane similarly: to the flats at Bauple.
The mvpoced line to Bauple wonld be
the Government gauge of 3 feet 6 inche
and not 2 feet w3 wes proposed cleven
vears ago, when the project fell through

owing to the Bauple mill only being
able o take an extra 10.699 fous of cane,
which was not sufficient to payr for the

line. Moreover, tnfm 'TW not taken
into consideration in the carlier project.
The hardwocd timber resources of this
rich district arc practically unlimited.
but the pine has been cleaned out.
Owing to the high cost of hauling hard-
ood to the main line, trees containing
millions of feet have been rung and are
still standing. Across Tinana Creek.
there is a small belt, cstimated to con-
tain 10,000,000 fect of yellow jacket and
other hardwood, which would be avail-
able with  railway  connection to
Goomboorian,

“The pfu'h' received a warm welcome,
Mr. Missing being an old a(‘,quamtance
of tho Rodner Brat. The others being
introduced, all were invited to make
themselves at home. Qld times, when
from twenty to thirty would be at the
homestead for the purpose of mustering
the stock, were recealled, and different
cxperiences were exchanged. After tea
and a smoko, a move was made for
¢ blanket street’” when all werc soon at
peace and quietvess with the exception
of a few dingoes, who were cvidently
trying their vocal powers. Next morn-
ing. the party’s horses, which were let go

[Mr, Clayton.
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soon brought in, and,
outside of a good.
the party starfed

ing

overiright, “were
after gefting on the
wc&tanhdl Dreakfast,
oft for Mr. H. C. Cowic’s retreat, passi
through some verv fine forest. the ridges
Leing rich red soil. Mr. Cowie’s property
i+ 3,160 scres in extent, and contains
several fine red soil ridges suitable for
growing, whi I%* the Government cstimate
of sawmill timber is 4,500,000 :upmﬁc‘ml

foet. Reaching Mr. Cowice's at 11.30, the
visitors left their packhorse therc, and

made off along the main road into Goom-
boorian, \the they met that gertleman

veturning with his mail. Retur‘nnrr with
him, the midday meal, served up a la
carte at his vrem'xl hand:, was greatly

on]ovod Aftw going into details of the
trip. the tour was continued to Messrs. G.
and J. Elhott’s well- nppomted homes at
the foot of North (icomboorian Mountain.
Mr. M. Woebster was also met; and,
having had afternoon tea, a start was
made to go through the scrub around the
mountain, On the way the party met
Mr. J. Johnson, who, together ith those
named prev 101451 was interested in their

visit.  Oun entering the scrub, the visitors
were greatly struck with the enormous
size of the messmate and closeness at
which they grow. Thousands of them
were to be seen of iminense size, whilsg

serub timber was of great height
and thickress. A fine ironbark along the
track caught Mr. Missing’s eye, it being
reckoned on 80 feot to the first Hmb and
3 fect girth. The visitors passed through

other

2 miles of solid dense scrub, most of
which iz State resorve. the other being
held privately brx a Gympic resident.

Thev then caime ount at the banana farm

of Mr. A. Damm. which, in #ommon with

similar propertics, is showing to perfee-

tion. The scrub soils o far met with

verve desp black, but on reachi Southk
1

Goomboorian, choeolate to re
Mv. A. Hanzen was the noxt vis
which came the parting of the ways until
the next morning. Messre, (layton and
Alissing were the guests of 3Iv. and Mrs.
A, Haneen, and Mr. Maike was accommo-
dated by Mre and Mre. M. Webster. My,
IHansen has 40 acres of bananas on the
eartern  slope  of  South {feomboorian
Mountain, the soil being red volcanie,
and of a very free nature, hut it washes
very little. My, Hanszen is looking ahead.
and has a small porimei:tal

which he haq throe different vari
bdnnrn@ four varietics of sugar mne. and
Lishon lemons.”

I have here also a copy of the evidence that

vas taken by the Roval Commission that
mquur\d into the lands in and about that
district in 1911, and there is no question that
the ling at that time was that the land
there was eminently suited for the production
of cane: hut at that time the Bauple mill
was not sufficiently large to treat the cane
that could be producad in the district Since
then the capacity of the Bauple mill }ms been
considerably increased. At the present time.
cane has to be hauled over long distances to
the mill; and, if cane can be preduced on
the land adjacent to the mill. it would have
a better chance of being a finanecial success.
A lot of the cane that is being treated at
Bauple has to be railed from Pialba, a dis-
tance of 61 miles; and, if we could connect
Goomboorian with Gunalda, it would bring
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the distance from Goomboorian to the Bauple
mill within 35 miles. Iurthermore, if that
line were constructed, it would not only be
of bencfit to this mill, but of benefit to the
whole district. It 1s only about 16 miles from
Gyuipie, and the road is In a very bad state
of reparr; and, if they got railway connec-
tion, the settlers would be able to travel to
Gympie by rail, and would also have an
opportunity of sending their produsce to that
centre,  Quite recertly the hon. member for
Gympie, Mr, Dunstan, the hon. member for
Cooroora, Mr. Walker, and myself waited
on the Premier to see what could be done in
connection with this matter, and we received
a reply to the effect that the matter would
be carefully considered, both by the Railway
Department and the General Manager of
State Sugar Mills, and that the general
manager would be asked to report on the
proposal, to decide whether it was practic-
able, and what it would cost. The people in
the district are very enthusiastic concerning
this railway, and I sincerelv-hope the reports
will he of such an encouraging nature as to
mduce the Premier to grant this very fine
streteh of Jard railway communication. Nob
ouly is the land eminently suited for cultiva-
tion. but 1t also carries an enormous quantity
of timber. Iardwood is found in abundance:
and, if the lway were built, the (lovern-
ment would derive a considerable revenue
froma the timber in the district, as it would
enable that timber to be brought to a market.

In connection with outdoor relief, I would
point out that in 1814-15 the amount. granted
in outdoor relief was somewheve about £5,000
while last year the amount placed on the
oshmah:ﬂfur this purpose was no less a sum
than £177.000. In a State like Quecns-
land, where we are told there is so much
prosperity, it is appalling to think that such
a lavrge amount of money has to be found
for the relicf of men who, unfortunately, in
many ca are not allowed to take employ-
ment.  Furthermore, the perion who eets
relief must deelare that he is destitute: and
if that regulation iz curried out, we must
have a lot of dostitute people in Queensland
at the present time. I would like to quote
from a cutting from the ““ Alert,” a paper
conducted by one of the leading men in ithe
Labour movement, a man who is. game to
get un and state what he thinks of the pre-
sent Covernment, and to sav it publiclv or
privately. In connection with usemplovment
rations. the editor of this paper savs that
the system adopted in connection with relief
ratrons was wasteful snd degrading; that
where the applicant was able to work
should be provided. He was satisfied that 90
per cenf. of those seeking relief greatly
preferred to work rather than receive rations
as a dole; and, if a man was able to work
anc} would not work, then he should not get
relief. A meeting was recently held in
Bunddberg hy the Trades and Labour
Ceuieil at which the system in connection
with the distribution of rations was severely
condemned. i

5 pm.]

The following motion wax
mecting :—

“’That  this bodv of representative
unionists emphatically protest against the
humiliating method of ration distribution
as being wrong in principle and de-
moralising in effect, and ask that in
future rations should not be given free.”

I notice that this year the Government has

. worl
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reduced the amount on the Xstimates for
outdoor rclief to £52,072. There cannot be
much prosperity in Queensland when the
Goverument have to put such a large amount
on the Estimates for the relief of destitut
people. It shows that the position of affairs
13 bad when they have to do that. We shall
probably find when the end of the year comes,
that that amount will have been considerably
increased.  What does the hon. member for
Bowen say in connection with outdoor relief?
Speaking on the matter in 1915 (vide ¢ Han-
sard,” page 2631) the hon. member said. in
reply to the leader of the Opposition—

“ Surely he was not going to blame
the present Government for that, How
could the Government be responsible for
what had taken place in May or June:
That was the effect of the past Govern-
ments, and the present distress was the
effect of past Governments.

“* How could they right the wrong of
centuries in less than a session of Par-
liament ? It was impossible for them to
do it. They were going step by step,
and if after they had been in power
fer three years the same number of per-
sons had to get relief it would then be
the duty of the Opposition to criticise
them.” .

I think the hon. member will agree that L am
doing my duty on this occasion, because,
while only £5,000 odd was expended in relief
in 1915, the amount cxpended last year
amounted o no les, than £177,000. Yet we
had the present Secretary for Mines during
the Paddington election campaign recently
slating—

* They could now sce the lining ahead,
and within two mouths there would not
be one unemployed man in Quecnsland
who was willing to work.”

I say that is casting a slur on many men
who are unable to et work. 'There are
many men in Queensland to-day who, owing
to mdusirics not . bLeing  prosperous, are
unable to find work.

The Government have no doubt done some-
thing to their credit in conuection with the
Forestry Departmeat, but I notice that the
Korestry Istimates have this year been
decreased by £8,345. If the Forestry Depart-
ment 1s golng to be for the benefit of Quecns-
land, I think it Is unwisc to cut down the
Listimates; but I am ivclined to think that
the department is sbuiting up a lot of land
adjacent to markets and railways which
could be used for agricultural purposes.
Just recently, in the Gympie districy, the
department has been rather busy shutting
up 20,000 acres of scrub land in the Glaston-
burg district, I was opposed to the shutting
up of that very f{ine area of Crown lands, as
it could ke used for agricultural purposes,
and I sincerely hope that the Minister will
do all in his power to have that land thrown
cpen for selection.

Hon. W. FoReAN
you referring to?

Mr. CLAYTON : To 20,000 acres of land in
the Glastonbury district, adjacent to Gywmple.
1 understand that 1 per cent. of the land
in Queensland is now used for forestry pur-
poses, and it seems pretty hard on the town
of Gympie that 15 per cent. of that land
should be in the Gympie district. Some
people say that it is for the benefit of
Gympie that so much land should be closed
up for forestry purposes, We know that

My. Clayton.)

Syrte: What land are
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much of our land adjacent to markets and
to railways could be employed in cultivation
and in the sottlement of people, and I think
it is the duty of the Government to allow
that land to be thrown open for agricultural
purposes. There is plenty of mul which is
not close to railways or to market which
could be utilised for timber reserves, and
‘I think that the Government should move
in that direction.

Ay 5.5 pam.,

Mr. DuNsTax {Gympie), onc of the panel of
mporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. CLAYTON: At the present time the
area or land held for tl.nber purposes in the
\_anp‘G district is about 95,000 acres, of
which 55,000 acres come L.ndm' the domignn-
tion of timber reserv while the balance
of 43,000 acves iz classified as State forests,
I sincerely hope that the iiinister will see
his way not to convert this land into a State
forest, but to have it proclaimed as a timber
reserve,  In that connection, a deputation
waited on_ the Minister the other day, and
we trust that the hon. geutleman will grant
the requess of the deputation.

W ¢ hear a_great deal from the Secretars
for Publi¢ Lands in connection with the
\lnoltd"e of tinber in Queensland. I do not
know whother that is in ]\ocpmg b 11h some
of the things which have been done br the
Government lately. I understand rthat a
short time age some 500.000 superficial feet
of first-class pinc went out of Queensland in
the log. By allowing timber to go out in the
log, a lot of work is taken away from a
great many men, who would otherwise be
employed in fhe rinber indusiry, not ouly in
obtaining the logs, but in having +ho timber
cut up loecallv. I think that iC 311 becornes
the Government to L‘\[‘(;lf logs when we have
up-to-date rnxmmmg plants in the ars-
borough distriet and skilled men who are
in a pusition to deal with the timber. When
we send timber out of the State, it ~hould
be in a finished form. [ notice from the
Auditor-General’s report that the Govern-

lovs of over £256,000 on

ment have ma

their State enterprises. I think that, the
moricy which has been jnvested in State
enterprises had been speat In developing

co-operation amongst the prodi
deal more good would have
have co.operation in connection with our
butter factorics, which has been very succoess-
ful. and also in conuection with other classos
of fastorics. 1 would like to refer to the
report of the Queensland Co- operative Bacon
Company. at )7u'91r10, which s an uuder-
taking solely cwned by the suppliers, The
men who supply the pigs to the company get
all the pretit which is derived from the sale
of the finished article to the consumer.
The report says—

“ During that peoriod 33,444 (or =&
ekly average of 644) pies were treated
an incrcase of 7551 over the
period of last sea The average
paid for ba.conera. including deferred
pay. was T7id. per 1lb. Due to the
improv omcms made to handle pigs more
promptly from start to finish, and the
increased supply, a saving of £2,100 in
working expenses was ecffected as com-

parad with 1021, A pork delicacy can-

ning plant was installed, and operations
were commenced on 8th March, 1922,
and the goods are giving satisfaction to
buyers.

[Mr. Clayton.
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*The balance-sheet shows that on 1st
July last year stocks in hand represcuted
£30,039. “Purchases of pigs and manu-
facturing charges totalled £137,723; sales
of goods totalled £157.312; and stocks
on hand were valued at £25254, leaving
the balance to proflit account (gross)

£15,403.”

I think this report reflects great credit on
the manager and directors of that company.
I am very proud to be associated with the
managing director of that company, the
hon. member for Coorsora, who is also a
member of this party. 1 sincerely hope that
the Gowvernment will take a lesson from us
in conneciion with the working of the co-
operative movement, and apply our methods
to many of their State enterprises, (Hear,
hear!)

The redistribution of seats is a maitber to
which  we are inclin )d to give a little
thought, ecspecially members of this party,
because we have been unfortunate in that
ve have lost four Country party seats
through the action of the Commissioners, 1
realiee that, if we can get to the country,
we shall pull up that number by 50 per
cont, at the very least.  What strikes me
as rather strange is-the way the electorates
have beon distributed. The Gympic elec-
torate, I understand, contains 5.013 elcefors,
the Hlaryborough electorate 6,166, and Wide
Bar 5973, 1 cannot for the life of me
anderstand why the Commissioners could not
divide those clectorates more equitably.

My, BespiveToy: They did not want to.

My, CLAYTON: I am inclined to think
there 1s a method in the way the electorates
have been distributed, bui it gees to show
that we were unfortunate in not having
cther men as Commissioncers to attead to
that most imporiant work., Three new seals
have been created in the metropolitan arca.
That goes to shov* the drift of the popula-
tion down here. If the population is g¢oing
to drift to the Ialgn centres, and we have
the same Commissioners dealing with these
matters, in time we are going to lose more
Country party seats, and the r‘l(‘«“l()])O'ltl’]
arca will have greater representation than
wa hm‘o. and we sholl have to look into
the matter of proportional representation
as Q‘”*L)(“t(‘d by thc hon., member for Dra
ton the other ev onmg Three Commissioners
were appointed by the Governmont, and at
rlm tirne the redistribution of seats was
¢ing place we had what was known as
Hrm, Keonomy Board EZOH‘” throughout the
fenigth and ‘bereadth of Quesisiand sacking
men and women from the Railway Do yart-
ment. The Government were irvmxr to
economise, yet they paid these three (Jom<
missioners, over and above their salaries,
which were pretty substantial, a bonus of
two hundred guineas each. That is the way
the Government are treating the “oxking
man. Thev are looking after one section of
the community, although they go on the
platform at clection time and say that there
1s only one section that thev worry about.
Some of them admit that they are class-
conscious, and that they are only out to
look after one cla and not all sections.
I am very pleased to say that that is a
striking contrast to the methods that are
adopted by the Country party and to the
methods that will he adopted by this party
when we are returned to power at the next
election.

QOpPOSITION MEMBERS :

Hear. hear!
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Mr. BULCOCK (ZDarcon): One would
imagine, to hear the criticisms coming from
hon. members opposite, that Queensland is
ia a very unhappy position. If hon. mem-
bers will study the facts and figures of
industry as we have them set forth in the
Commonwealth Statistics, and as they appear
from day to day in the various publications
and newspapers, quite an opposite view is
preseuted to the people of Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. BULCOCK : It is stherefore, apparent
that hon. members opposite, in their dire
necesaity, are attempting to bolster up a
cause that has no solid structure and no
substantial foundation.

We have heard a good deal from hon.
nembers  opposite about the condition of
the pastoral industry, and more especially,
have they referred to vepudiation in rela-
tion to wome lenislation that we passed in
1920, In regard to that r-pudiation, they
said that there was no justification for the
Bill that wss introduced, and that the
Government were impesing a hardship on
an industry that could ill afford to pay it.
In yesterday’s “ Courier”” there were some
cloquent figures, which very substantially
dispose of the statements made by homn.
members oppogite concerning the want of
prosperity in at lesst one big branch of the
pastoral industry,

Mr. J. H. C. Ropsars -
vou sav—the ** Couriey’’?

Mr. BULCCCK : Yes. 1 will quote from
vour paper afterwards ou the same siubject.

Mv. BrspNeroN : What paper is that?

Mr. BULCOCK :
Review.”

Mr. Beseixeron : It i» not our paper;
bought it.

Mr. Pisse: You are the only people who
do any buying.

Mr. BULCOCK: T am not going te be
drawn off the track by the hon. member
for Drayton. During the lust few davs there
were despatched from Blackall several trains
loaded with wool. The first train rook 330
tons of wool, the sccond 452 tons, the third
351 tor and the fourth 336 tons: or a
total of 1,472 tons, Nearly the whole of it
came from the big pastoral holdings in the
neighbourhood of Blackall. and it was
trucked at a little wayside siding called
Malverton, a little to the west of Blackall,
Tt is necessary to take into consideration
the value of those 1,472 tons of wool sent

Tear, hear!

What paper did

“ The Produecers’

you

away frolm Blackall during the last few
days. The “Courier,”” in its columns of

vesterday, gave some cstimate of the value
ot wool at Liverpool, where clean, scoured
wool was quoted at from 49d. to 27d. per 1b.

The average is cousiderably higher than
27d., and up to 49d. for very fine wool.

The * Courier” ecorrespondent, telegraphing
from Liverpool, stated that everything
pointed to fine wool being required on a
large scale in the future. These were not
his exact swords, but that was the offect of
them.  We know that the operation of
buyers is very proncunced in the wool
markets of the world to-dav. We know that
the vestoration of the balance of currency
between the varicus continental countries
and Great Britain—Great Britain in this
instance being the chief marketing centre
of many of our high gunality wools—will
mcan that the demand will be very keen. 1
have no hesitation in saying, as I said in
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the first speech I delivered in this House,
that the wool market will continue to be
increasingly satisfactory. It is satisfactory
and it will become more satisfactors as time
goes on. When we consider that 1.472 tons
of wool camec from one little corner of
Queensland, and that the market price is
from 49d. to 27d. per lb., it will give you
some idea of tue value of the wool.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperts: Is that scoured
wool ?
Mr. BULCOCK: It is clean scoured.

Divide it by 2 and you will get the
scoured wool. I am surprised at an hon.
member professing to be a judge of wool
making an irrelevant interjection  like thar.
That brings me to another consideration, and
it is a very essentiai one. I would point out
that certain pastoral holdings in the Central
Western and other parts of Queensland are
falting dne in the ncar future. They are of.
the type of holding which has produced the
big quantitics of wool which I have enume-
rated.  The individuals controlling those big
pastoral properties are not lightly going to
relinquish such a very valuable income, more
especially when you ccusider that their pro

duct is going to be morve and not less vaii-
able in the future. Within the next rear or
¢0 huge arcas of the hest open downs country
in Central Queenstand are failing duc.

My, Pavse: Unparalleled country.

Mr. BULCOCK : Country unparalleled in
Australia, as my worthy friend the hon. rmem-
ber {or Afitchell intorjects, for the purpose
for which it is Intended. It is free from pest,
free froin pear, running cp without the
intcrvention of any dise a magnificent
heritags for Queensland. Is it human naturc
that the people who ave cortrolling this land
should lightly relinquish it?

Mr. Erpminstone: Why de you not relin-
quish theee benches?

Mr. BULCOCK: If we relinquished these
benches, the big pastoral companies, who are
striving might and main to gain extensions
of their leases, weuld assert their influenes
and demand that members now over therc
should gvant those extensions, a: was done in
1902, So i
benches,

soon as they got aceess to {hese

=0 soon would the policy which we

have advoeated of closer settlement in Central
Rueensland be destroyed.

Mr. Morgan: The Denham Government
cut up mere leascholds than your Govern-
ment.

Mr. BULCOCK: The Denham Govern-

wment extended leases, and do not forget that
approaches have been made to members of
Parliament to sound them as to the atti-
tnde upon the splitting up of pastoral pro-
perties. I am convinced that this Govern-
ment must. in the interests of Queensland.
cut up the big arveas and put selectors on the
land.

Mr, MoORGAN:
opinion,

Mr. BULCOCK: It is interosting to hear
the hon. member make that interjection, in
view of the fact that the hcad man of the
Country party, Mr. Edking——

Opposrtion MEMBERS: No.

Mr. BULCOCK: It is all very well for
them to repudiate himn.

My, ErLpHINSTONE: You do not know what
you are talking about.

Mr. BULCOCK : I know a great deal more
of what I am talking about than the hon.

B3r. Bulcock.]

We are all of the same
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member. The hon. member comes to Quacns-
land, establishes himself here, and professes
to tell thix House what the true needs of
Queensland are, speaking from the experi-
ence, not of a lifetime—as do most men in
this House—but {rom an experience extend-
ing, after all, over only a few years

Mr. Monraay: He has more cxperiencs
‘than vou have.

Mr. BULCOCK : T am Australian-born.

Mr. LrpHINSTONE interjected.

Mr. BULCOCK : I think Queensland would
ke a better place for the absence of the hon.
imember.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. BULCOCK: However. let me pro-
~cod. Hon. members opposite interjected
that the closer settlement policy would be
varsucd  if thev had occupation of these
venehes. T would draw attention to the fact
that Mr. Edkins, the unofficial leader of the
Country party, would be opposed to any
such proposal. because he stands. not for the
small intercsts, but for the big pastoral
intevests in Queensland,

Mr. Morgax: Did you rcad what Joscph
Silver Collings said?

Mr. BULCOCK: Never mind what he
said; I am responsible for what T say.

Mr. Monrcean: And so are we fer what we
sav.

Mr. BULCOCK : You speak as a party.

Mr. FrrEINSTONE: So do vou.

Mr. BULCOCK : You all recognise that
vou mmnst speak as a party.

My, Moreax: So must you.

Mr. BULCOCK : At anv rate. Mr. Edkins
does speak for the party, hecause we all
know how bankrupt of ideas they are without
him.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : At any rate
could not buyv him.

Mr. BULCOCK : We did not want to. We
have had a good deal of criticism since we
assembled this session of statements made by
the Secrotary for Mines daring the Padding-
ton br-clection ecampaign. Hon. members

., your people

opposite have said that statements were made
by those engaged in the campaign for
Tabour that were not in accordance with
fact. but were calculated to mislead the
workors,

Mr, Erpomstone: Is that not truc?

Mr. BULCOCK :
My, BrpHINSTONE: You dor’t understand.

Mr. BULCOCK: If my intellect were as
low as the intellect of the patronising mem-
ber ovpposite, I would admit that I did not
understand it. When the Nationalist can-
didate epened his campaign during the recent
Paddington byv-election, ho made certain
statoments, and I have before me a cutting
from the * Courier,” their own official organ,
headed ¢“ National Poliev; Helping Workevs :
Mr. Fisher Opens His Campaign,” and con-
taining the following statement:—

“Our opponents have said that we
wish to reduce wages and abolish the
Arhitration Court. 'That is a deliberate
untruth made by the Government to mis-
fead the electors. The National party
stands  for the preservation of the
workers’ present standard of living.

“This definite announcement of the
attitude of the National party towards

[#y. Bulcock.

It is not true.
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the wages question was received with
approval by a gathering of electors in
the Petrie terrace State school last
night.”

There is a definite expression of opinion
from the Nationalists. They say through
their mouthpiece, Mr. Fisher, that they do
not contemplate any reduction of wages, yet
only recently we had the interesting spec-
tacle of the hon. member for Townsville
moving a motion for a 10 per cent. reduction
and securing the support of the Nationalist
party.

Mr. GreEN: A 10 per cent. reduction of
what ?

Mr. BULCOCK: A 10 per cent. reduction
of wagos.

Mr., FRreminstoxz: You know that s
wrong. Correct it!
Mr. BULCOCK: Hen, members opposite

belong not to an organisation of State extent,
but to an organization which extends over
the whole of the Commeoenwealth; and it will
he intercsting to sce what js being done in
New Sonth Wales to ascertain how far the
Nationalist partr policy, as outlined by Mr.
Ticher when he was running against the
Seceretary for Mines in Paddington, has been
justified cr otherwise by results. Mr. Fisher
said that it was a deliberate misstatement
that the Nationalist party stood for a redue-
tion of wages, or that the Nationalist party
cought to intrrfere with the standard of living
~f tha warkers. Yet the same party in New
South Wales are withdrawing the eivil ser-

vants from the ambit of the Arbifration
Court. The same party in Now South Wales
sav. in effect. that the civil servants shall

rot have aceess to the Avbitration Court. but
that the Cabinet shall adjudicate upon their
salaries or wages.
A GOVERNMEXNT
reducing them.

Me. BULCOCK : Of course they are redue-
ing them; and I would be very sorry if the
public servants of Queensland were left to
the tender mercies of gentlemen sitting on
the Nationnlist benches in this House.

Mr. Morasx: They were a lot bhetter «atis-
fied under that system than they are to-day.

Mr. BULCOCK : T will show as I go along
whother they are hetter satisfied now or not..
There is in New South Wales a big movement
for the reduction of wages, and wages have
been verv substantially reduced. Have we
reduced them in the same proportion as m
New South Wales? Of course, we have not.

The hon. member knows that we
[5.30 p.m.Jhave not. What is the good of

trring to holster up an argument
by a false suggestion? Let me go a little
forth-r. Wages are being reduced very sub-
stantially in New South Wales. There is a
sorious propogition which is going to be put
into offect in the near future, and the wages
of the Police Force are to be inercased by
1s. a day so long as the present discontent
continues.  Suvely the Government of New
South Wales must be afraid of the workers
when they are going to increase the wages
of the Police Force, in order that they may
have a force, if necessary, for the violent
subjection of the workers in the event of
their resisting the reduction in wages which
is taking piace.

Mr. MoreaN: You suggest that the police-
men in New South Wales are being bought?

MEMBER : are

And they
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My, BULCOCK : T do not suggest anything
of the sort. I say they are being given Is.
a day more.

Mr. MorGAN: For what purpose?

Mr. BULCOCK : 1 leave that to the intelli-
gence of the hon. member. My, Fisher said
also that he stood for the preservation of the
workers’ present standard of living. Hon.
members on the other side time and again
have assared us that the hours which are
heing worked are too short. The hon. mem-
ber for Oxley has had the courage to come
into this House and say, “1 stand for the
oxtension of the average number of hours
being worked by the workers.”

Mr. MoreaN: To forty-eight hours—a good
period, too.

Mr. DBULCOCK: The hon. member
belonged to the Nationalist party when he
made  that statement, yet Mr. Fisher, an
ispiring collrague of his, was telling the
people outside that the Nationalist party
stood for the preservation of the workers’
present standard of livelihcod. Wages and
hours are the two chief factors in determining
the standard. It is obvious that, since the
Nationalist party stand for an cxtension of
hours, they must be attempting to undermine
the present standard of living.

I would like to back up the statements I
have made in regard to the manner in which
the Nationalist party attempted wilfully to
mislead th« electors, so far as their attitude
on industrial questions is concerned. We have
sitting in Brisbanc at the present time the
KEmployers’ Federation. From yesterday
morning’s Press it appears that they passed
a rusolution having for its object the restrie-
tion of the functions of the Arbitration
{'ourt and the limitation of the application
of the Industrial Arbitration Act. While
hon. members oppesite do not go so far as
Sir IHenry Barwell—probably because they
have not that gentleman’s candour—of course
they call it want of diplomacy—to come for-
ward and say, © We stand for ths wiping out
of the Arbitration Court,” it is quite obvious,
in view of that motion which comes from
their political bosses, that they want so to
restrict and hamper the cperations of the
vourt as to make it a less cffective weapon
for the workers than it is to-day. Let us go
further. When the Employers’ Federation
were discussing the wage basis, they moved
a  resolution  which contained a  protest
against—

“the fallacious foundation upon which

the present basic wag: system of the

Commonwealth and State arbitration
rds is founded, as is evidenced by the
espread unemployment caused through
the undue barden placed upon industry
under it, and strongly urges upon these
Governments the desirableness of amend-
ing the provisions of the various Arbitra-
tion Acts so as to place the [oundation
on a more equitable basis,”

It reads nicely from their point of view: but
let us analyss it. ]
of the basic wage is wrong, and that it wants
remodelling.  Never mind considering the
principle under which the determination is
arrived at; the main thing—perhaps the only
thing—that matters, so far as the worker is
cone-rned, is the amount of wage that he gots.
lion. members opposite, through their
Employers’ Federation, have said that the
system on which that wage is determined is
wrong. They have complained frequently

[18 AvcusT.]
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and bitterly, inside and outsid» this House,
that the wages which are being paid to-day
are staggering industry: and they suggest
that the alternative is to reduce wages.

Myr. Morean: Don’i the figures show that?

Mr, BULCOCK : The hon. member admits,
by his int:rjection, that he is in the same
category as those who stand for a redw
of wages. Those people say, © Let us remodel
the basic wage.” If it is to be remodelled,
it will be remodelled according to their way
of thinking, in the intorests of the employing
classes—which means, in effect, although thex
do not state it in so many words, that they
desire to lower to a greater extent than is
heing done to-day the wages which are being
paid. Sir Henry Barwell, in this connec-
tion, satd that Courts of Industrial Arbitra-
tion, State and Federal, were hindrances to
necessary economic adjustments, and should
be abolished.

At 540 p.m.,

The {HAIRMAN resumed the chair,

Mr. MorGax: Your own party are against
the Arbitration Court.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. memb:r would
be a happy man if he thought that this party
were going to wipe out the Arbitration Court
and give him, and other members of his
party, freedom of exploitation

Mr. Morcax: The hon. member for Mount
Morgan believes in its being wiped out; he
said so.

Mr. BULCOCK : Let us deal with another
phase of ihis economic problem. I am going
to remove the ambit of discussion to Sydney.
On 27th February of this year, a round-table
conference, consisting of employers on the
one hand and employecs on the other hand,
met in Sydney to discuss certain phases of
industrial activity. Mr. Hughes stated that
the cost of production had to be reduced, and
thrrefore he was calling a conference to see
if a basis could not be agreed upon. Certain
unions look up the attitude that Mr. Hughes's
statemnent was an ultimatum to the workers
of Australia that wages had to be reduced.
Some unions—rightly o, I think—refused to
participate in the confercnce, which wulti-
mately was presided over by Mr. Hughes.
The Victorian, Quecnsland, and South Aus-
tralian unions were not represented. Mr.
ITughes said, not on one but on several occa-
sions, that all parties must throw all their
cards on tho table—there was to be no ace
up the sleeve, or anything of that kind.
Clertain organisations went along, believing
that that was a fair and equitable basis for
negotiation. Western Australia Tnstructed its
deligates to do certain things. The two most
important for the purpose of my argument
were that the delegates were to demand, dur-
ing the sitting of this conference, a list of
enterprises recapitalised on a watered basis
since 1914, and, sccondly, a table showing
the nominal capital on which dividends are
payable compared with the actual capital
subsceription. The cmployers refused to place
their cards on tho table, inasmuch as they
refused to give the information that the
unions sought. Of course, I recognise that
the Employers’ Federation would not allow
their delegates to put all their cards on the
table. What an appalling story of exploita-
tion would have been unfolded to the pecple
of Australia if it could have been shown, in
terms of the second resolution I have quoted,
how much nominal capital has been put into
concerns, and how much watered capital or

Mr. Baulcock.]
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watered stock is represented in the various
concerns of Australia to-day. The workers are
not being exploited on & monetary basis alone;
they are being cxploited on the basis of the
wat-ring of stock, which is being Cdllied on
impudently and consistently. The workers
protest against such a system, which ever-
clses nothlng but a pernicious influence over
themsclves and their families and over the
socizl wellbeing of the community. Actuated
by a high social ideal, the workers’ representa-
tives asked that the employers should be
forced to disclose the little tricks and prac-
1 which they employ in order to bolster
up the dividends that they ave getting and
make them high, although they do not appear
to be high.

Mr. Maxwrri: What did v,
say about the basic wage?

Mr. BULCOCK : Mr. Piddington said that
the basic wage should be a great deal higher
than the hon. gentleman would be prepared
to pay. The emplogers at this conference
statod that, owing to the high cow of pro-
duction, a crisis was at hand. wnd Labour,
in an honest ﬂdeaxom to gain information
on the question, said, ** Give us some infor-

Piddington

mation. Show us some factors that are lead-
ing up to this crisis. Prove to us that a crisis
is at hand, so that we may be able to
negotiate v with a full Lnovslv lge of all tie
facts in your possession.’ They said in
effect, ““ We have met as equals, and as
cquals let us discuss this question.” That

was o most fair and logical attitude to tuke
up. After a good deal of argument, both
sides weve asked by the chairman to submit
conerete arguments and facts. The cmployers
subnitted the following :—
*“No reduction of hours
cight per week;
¢ Plecework where possible;
* Profit-sharing where feasible;
““ Conference to abolish present courts
and create a court of State and Federal
judges.”

below forty-

You will sec that things were to be “ where
possible,” ¢ where probable,” “ when it can

be done.” There was no straightforward

admission that they were prepared to for-
mulate a definite scheme.  The proposition
meant that, in its final analy 1t was left

to the judsment of the individual as to
whether lie should allow a scheme to be
introduced or not. There nothing defi-

nite, nothing concrete, and nothing tangible.
Labour rejected those proposals, and rightly
so, too, as reactionary and nebulous The
hon. member for Murilla said that the
workers were dissatisfied with arbitration.
The workers at thiz conference said that,
although they were dissatisfied to some
extent with the present stem of erbitra-
tion, they were not going to abolish it until
some befter method had been devised, and
they did not consider that the employers
proposals embodied a better method of set-
tling industrial disputes. That disposed of
the employers’ proposals, and the employees
submitted theirs, which were that there was
to be no reduction in wages or lengthening
of hours; unemployment insurance as a
charge on industry; and an effective share
by workers in the control of industry. That
was a practical solution standing out in bold
contrast to the proposition put forward by
the Employers’ Federation. The employers
sooh-poohed the idea, and said. © We refuse
to discuss matters on that basis.”” I think

[3Mr. Bulcock.
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the ‘“ Round Table” sums up the position
more cleverly than auy other paper, when,
reviewing the activities of this round-table
conferenee, in 1ts issue of June, 1922, it
stated—

“ The employers made a distincet error
in tactics which under different leaders
might have been avoided. They did not
exhaust the poseibilities of the situation.
The workers had discussed the practical
proposals of the employers; but the
cmplovers acted as if the workers had
put forward no immediately practical
proposala. Quite  pos:ibly cussion
mizht have resulted in no agreement; but
to refrain {from it on the gloum‘ that the
workers were Bolshevik merely gave an
opportunity to the workers for effective
propagauda.”’

The *¢ Reund Table’” is a non-political paper
of cousiderable standing, and that paper
admitted that there were possibilities in
Labour’s proposals. It is apparent that,
although the emploxing cla~= recognised the
validity and the justice of the claim put
forwavd bv the workers repres sentativ o8, and
knowing that they had aver ‘thing to lowe, or
that they certainiy would not galn anything
along the lines laid down by the workers,
thoy adopted a sulky boy’s attitude and
refused to discuss the guestion. It requires
no further claboration save to say that Labour
has proved iivelf capabm in cvery aspect
of activity of putting forward puctual solu-
ticns of our present difficulties, in striking
contrast to the necbulous ploposals brouﬂht
forsward from time to time by the mployels
TFederation and their agents. We have had
a good deal of discus:ion abont wages. 1
have been subjected to a continual running
fire of interjections from hon. members oppo-
site ecarlier simply because I made some
reforence to wages that did not mest with
the approval of those hon. gentlemen. 1
have before me what I think one might
honestly c¢laim to be a human document. Tt
speaks for itself, and shows up the effect
of Labour pohcv in striking contrast to that
practised by anii-Labour forees. who ruled
the destinics of Qucensland until Labour
trok control. T havo before me a copr of
the record of a railway cmplovee in the
Central-Western section of this State. - This
individual was born in 1860, entered the
employ of the Railway Department as a
hbourcr on the lengths in 1887, and sovered
his conncction with the department owing to
ill-health in 1922. Embraced within thove
figuy as onc will sce. is the history of an
individual—a worker in this commumby—
whom this Government is pledged to p)‘otect
and the very striking lessons that may be
drawn from thig vecord are such as to make
me feel that it should appear in ¢ Hansard.”
This individual entered the employ of the
Railway Department on the 28th November,
1887, as a labourer in gang No. I am
giving thsse details because the man has
resigned from the department and is beyond
any harm so far as the activities of hon.
members opposite are concerned. That indi-
vidual entered the Railway Department on
thet date at a wage of 7s. 6d. a da\ and
worked for that wage until 1831, when he
recived Ts, a day. The lesson there is that
in times of industrial dlfhcultv and trouble
he was given the “ axe/ and he was axed
to the extent of 6d. per day. The ycar 1891
was a period of industrial trouble. In the
year 1892 his wages were mcuasod to 9=
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per day, and in the 1893, when there was
some more industrial trouble threatening, he

i

was again given the *‘ axe,” and reduced to
8s. a day, and he worked at that rate unsil
1858. Notwithstanding all the vicissitudes
of that long period, he receivad no recog-
uition in the way of increased pay {rom the
(tovernment then in power, and in the vear
1898 he got a rise to 8s. 6d. per day, which
was increased to Q= 6d. in 1899, and from 1899
to 1911 he received no increase at all. In
1911 ke received a rise of 8d. a day. In 1915
he was working in gang 35 for 9s. 9d. a
day, and on the Ist July, 1915, he was get-

ting 10:, 6d. a day. Hec received a little
increase in wage<, which was not in com-
parison with the soaring cest of living dur-

ing the period which intervencd between 1914
and 1915,

In 1817, when, 1n spite of hen. members
opposite  or  their prototypes ocutside this
House, ke was able to go to the Arbitration
Court and get a just deal, an award was
issued inereasing his remuneration to 12s. 8d.
per day. In 1918 another award was made,
sud he reensived 13s. 4d. per dav. In 1919
he received 15s. 0d. a day; in 1920 he
received 163, 6d., and later in the same year.
because the cost of Hving was still soaring.
weo again recognised his claim and he got
17s. 2d. per day, and on Ist March, 1921,
inder the basic wage this ganger received 17s.
6d. a day. In reviewing this positicn you
;o the diffcrent policies followed by the
different Administrations.  You ean divide
the rates paid for the life-blood of the worker
jnto two distinet parts.  lic was doing the
same-type of work all the time. In addition
to those insveases, we gave him accommoda-
rion when hon, members opposite refused if,
and he was forced to werk longer hours than
under our administration; and, last but not
cast, this man has now resigned. Ilis offences
during the ~whole time he was in the Ratlway
Deparunent have been nil, according to the
official record T am quoting.

Mr. Kerr: Do you not know that 16: a
day was worth 28s. 7d. in 1802, having regard
to the difference in the cost of living beiween
thea and now. That is a difference of 12s.
7d., and that man had not received increases
to that amount.

Mr. BULCOCK : Consult
¢uestion.

Mr. Kerr: I have consulted *° Knibbs,”
and ¥ know I am right.

Mr. BULCOCK: There has been a good
deal of talk in this House of late about
members on this side being dominated by
outside influences. There is no body cutside
dominating this party; but hon. members
opposite have only to lock in the papers to
seo what happened the other day when Mr.
Fdkins wired to the Federal Country party
that they were to support the Nationalisg
Federal Government. Hor. member: opposit:
have been declaring all the time that they
are in no way associated with the Nation-
alists. Ther have made that a prayer to the
high heavens that the pcople will believe it.
They have stated again and again that they
are a separate political cntity, and yet we
find the chief executive officer of the
ovganisation controlling the  Nationalists
wiring to the leader of the Country party in
the Federal Parliament to allow the National
party to get on or there would be trouble.
Only the other day their chief executive
officer informed the leader of the Opposition

© Knibbs’ on the

N
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that, if he did not do a certain thing and
de 1t quick, something would happen.

Mr. Vowres: Did I surrender?

Mr. BULCOCK : He surrendered, all right,
or his sinews of war—his financial assistance—
would have been cut off, and I believe he
made a laudable attempt to obey the demands
of that gentleman.

Cne of the chief sins of which the Goveru-
ment ave accused is repudiation. We have
heard a good deal about repudiation. Ion.
members opposite have said, ** Look ai the
Aother of Parliaments—the Parliament that
has set all the precedent: under which this
State is governed. Lock at the Rfother of
Parliamenis and you will not find any
examples of vepudiation.” The history of the
House of Commons is a history of the
repudiation of existing legislation by its
repeal, and in essence that is all that wo did.

Mr. Morceax: Legislation—not confracts.

Mr. BULCOCK: I will show you wheie
one of the greatost moral contracts that was
cver entered into was repudiated by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and others
quite recently. After the war, when labour
couditions were under discussion, one of the
principles laid <dewn was that there was to
Le no cxploitation of native labour., yet we
find quite recently an Order was issued b
the British Administration, through their
responsible Jixecutive, thet compulsory labour
was to be enforced in the Crown colony of
Wenya in Iast Africa—that the natives were
to be compelled to give a cortain number of
hours per week or per annam to the services
of the State. There was a repudiation of a
contract that involved the life and the well-
being of lowly workers who cannot speals for
themselves, and who have no representatives
in the Parliaments of the world.

Mr. Moreax: Do vou know all the circum-
ctances attaching to 1t?

Mr, BULCOCK : Yez; I have been reading
the matter very closely. The covenant was
rhat there was {o be no compulsion of I.aljour,
Then, again, Mr. Lloyd George, an individual
who ha- been loudly acclaimed time auvd
time agzain by hon. members opposite, has
repudiated a contract made with the British
farmers.  First of all he vepudiated the
Aervicultural Act.  The farmers were pro-
wsed certain conditious if they put in cer-
tain crops: and, believing those conditions
would be fulfilled, they put in their crops:
but, before their crops were harvested, Lloyd
George vepudiated the contract. We find no
protest from hon. members opposite, be{:au;n
once again labour was invelved. In South
Africa General Smuts repudiated the labour
covenant that was arrived at by the League
of Nations with regard to a forty-eight-hour

week. He swept that aside and introduced
a ten-hour day. Do we find hon. members
opposite _erving ‘“ Repudiation” on that
scora? XNo, bacause once again it was only
the rights of the workers that were inf inged.

We passed an Act that is in cssence just and
equitable; but, because it attacked vested
interests, and because it attacked the divi-
dends of the wealthy sections, not only were
we held up to execration in our own State,
not only were we held up to execration m
our own continent, but we were held up to
cxecration in every part of the world, and
the Premier, who is recognised to be one of
the most able Premiers in the world, was
refused financial accommodation in London.

Mr. Bulcock.]
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Why?  Becauss his action attacked the
capitalistic class, while these other individuals
whom I have named attacked the lowly
worker who does not control the Press. That
is the secret of the attacks that have been
launched against this party.

The bon. member for Merthyr last night
stated that fifteen years ago the TUnited
States of America repealed the agricultural
poiicy that this Government have initiated
this session. That hon. member is lLiable to
anvthing if it suits hinr; and in this con.
ton it is significant that during the pre-
t session in the United States Congress the
anti-trust laws are being repealed, and it is
intended to vest, in the Secretary for Agri-
culture, or the corresponding individual, the
right to veto the activities of the agricultural
organivations which have been
non-partisan lines similar in
the Institutions that
(Juecnsland.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) :
to have to speak to-night, brcause I feel
that we would be quite justified in refusing

to pass the Estimates in view of

{7 p.m.] the facts which have come to our
knowledge during the last few
days. T regret to sav that personally I have
no faith in the Premier of this State after
what has happened during the last few days.

OPPOSITION MEYEBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. Prase: Vet your party wanted to make
him their leader.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : As part of this monev
must go to pay the Premier’s salary, I would
be quite justified in moving a reduction by
that amount when we come to the proper
place for it.- However, we cannot do that
now. I never like to speak behind any per-
son’s back, and there are things which I am
going to say which I would prefer to say in
the presence of the Premier, but it is not my
fault if he is not here. l )

formed on
application to
have been launched in

1 am sorry

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : 1! is only a minute
past 7 o’clock.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I and other hon,
members have to be here, and the Premier
has as much right to be here as we have,
The position which has arisen during the last
few days is only the climax of eighteen
months’ work. ¥or the last eighteen months
the friends of the Premier have boen coquet-
ting with the Country party to see what they
were prepared to do.

Mr. PsyNe: Wrong.

Mr, BEBBINGTON: I say that twelve
months ago last Christmas there were four
or five members of the Legislative Council
who, to my knowledge, werc soliciting mem-
bers of the Country party to join a mixed
party.

Mr. CosteLLo : It would have been a mixed
party.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There were members
of the Counecil who wanted to know if thers
was not someone in our party who would
resign and let the Premier have an casy
seat 1f he had to go to the clectors. {Govern-
ment dissent.) T am talking about some-
thing that I know. I was sounded on that
matter by no less than three or four members
of the Legislative Council, and these men
were working very hard. I do not blame
these men, because I was one of those who at
that time had faith in the Premier. I

[Mr. Bulcock.
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believed that he was associated with the
highest ideals, and that he recognised his
responsibility as a statcsman. I believed
that these things had made him change his
opinion, that he had become a better man.

and that he was becoming penitent and
sorry for his actions, and that hc was
willing to turn over a mnew leaf. I was

one of those who were willing—although
some of our party were not propared to

zo as far as I did—in fact, some of our
party said that if the Premicr joined the

party they would walk out of it—but I was one

who suid that, if the Premior came in as any

other member came in—just as the hon.
memb:r for Oxley came in, as the hon.
member for Port Curtis came, and as the

hon. member for Normanby came——1 always
ss1d that, if a member came into our party
clean and honourable, it would be all right.
The hon. member for Normanby came into
~our party and said that he was sorry for his
past wctions, but he was going to lqavc tho
past and all his asscciates behind him. He
said that he had tried to lead members oppo-
site straight, but they would not go straight.
That was how the hon. member for Normanby'
entered our ranks.
Mr. Prase: Did vou believe all he said?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : When the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley and the hon. member for Port
Curtis joined the Country party, they took
their chance of any office there might be at
a secr:t ballot of our party, which every
man has get to face before he gets into
office. No man would be admitted to our
party under any other conditions than those
that are cican and honourable.

Mr.
that?
. Mr. BEBBIMNGTON : I am onc who stands
for clcan politics, I believed that the Pre-
mier was repentant for his actions. I believed
this as far back as the last meeting of the
Council of Agriculture. At that meeting, one
member said to the other, © You arc very
quiet.” The second man said, *“ Yes, I have
no faith in Theodore. 1 4o not trust him.”
Avother man said, “ He is all right. If the
oxtremists don’t- go his way, he is going to
leave them. I have been with him for the
last ten days.”

AMr. Payxe: Who said that?

My, HarPiEy (to Mr. Bebbirgton):
someone who lives only in your
imagination.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He lives in my elec-
torate.

My, Prase: You have not got an electorate.
(Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Ask the Premier
what farmeyrs were down here consulting with
him with the editor of *‘ The Producers’
Review ” for eight or tem days before the
Ceuncil of Agriculture was called together.

Mr. ITARTLEY:
own imagination.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can give the Pre-
mier the names, if he wishes me to do so.

Mr. HArTLEY: You are not game to give
the names.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If I were to give the
names of these men, they would not be
clected to the positions that they occupy in
the butter factories to-day. (Government dis-
sent.) I am not going tc mention their names,

Prase: You don’t expect us to believe

That is
diseased

They arc creatures of your
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because they have been tools of yours. This
thing has been going on for the lasi cighteen
monthQ There are thousands of citizens who
have bewu driven to desperation by the
extreme taxation put on them. They know
the insccurity attached to this State, and they
were prepared to do anything, almost, to get
this Government out of power. While I do
not believe in bribery or anvthing of that
sort, and while T would not attempt to bribe
a member to come over here, still, at the same
time, when these men were driven to despera-
tion through the extreme taxation and the
fear of communism, we cannot blame them
if they sometimes do things that they ought
not to do. They were driven to it. They
were led on by the Premier’s frisnds and by
the Premiecr’s actions.
Mr. Peiss: You admit they really did it?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Premier's
friessds rang up these men and asked them
to go to a confidential meeting in his room.
Messages were conveyed to mien hundreds
of miles from Brisbane for the purpose of
leading them to believe that the Premicr
wanted them to consult with him. I do
not know whether the Premier had anything
to do with it or not, but these are things
we have to look at. I say that the Premier’s
friends were willing and anxious, because
they believed in him, as I did mvaelF to
keep him with the parLy who were going to
be in power; and they believed that the
Countvy party were coming into power; so
his friends wanted to get him over on this
side so that he would remain to use his
influence with the party that was gomg to
be returned. They had no hope that the
party opposite would remain in power. The
country bas lost hope in the hon. mewmbers
opposite; it has lost faith in them. Their
best friends bave no hope of their continu-
ing to oceupy positions on the froni Treasury
benches. S0 they wanted a man like the
Premier to come out from among them and

get into decent company—({zovernment
laughter)—to join a party in which they had
faith, and who they believed were going

to rule, and rule for all partics.
A GOVERNMENT MEMBER interjected.

Mr, BEBBINGTON: I believe that the
Chairman would come with him. I do not
thirk he has any more chance of coming
back under the present circumstances than
the hon. member who interjects.  (Interrup-
tion,) The Premier’s actions during the last
few days have lost him every friend he had

cutiide of communism,

Nir. Brieock: That is not so.

3Ir. BEBBINGTON: Communism rules
to-day, 'The ¢ Standard” come: out with
great long headings—¢ Theodore True to
Labour.”

UGOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : ¢ Theodore True to
Communism 7 The Premier goes back to
u~n,mu;1»m like a sow to wallow in the
mire

vlbo CHAIRMAN: Order! I call upon
the hon. member for Drayton to withdraw
that remark. He is not justified in com-
paring the Premier with a sow. (Laughter.)

Mre.  BI JBBINGTO\ I withdrsw and
aj:ologise, certainly; but I did not compare
the “1cm]er with a sow.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Will the hon.
member proceed with his speech?

hear!
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: I compared the
actions of the party and the people who sit
with it in the communistic camp. (Interrup-
ion.)  If hon. members disagree with what
T have said. let us see what the Premier
turns to, and see if we believe in him. We
have the example of the South African
revolt led by the communistic Council of
Action. Can he deny that?

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Terrible!

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If he denies it, let
me read what is happening in New South
Wales to-day—

“ Bydney, 18th August.

“ The New South Wales Labour Couun-
cil has decided to fall into line behind
the Council of Action, which will be
called upon by the Labour Council to
formulate a policy of action for the
whole Commonwealth.

“ The Labour Counecil has further de-
cided to call upon all unions to withdraw
affiliation from the Australian T.abour
Party, and then affiliate with the Labour

Coancll which, as a body, would affiliate
with the Australian Labour Party.”’
The Labour Council—of which members

opposite are a portion, and which they have
to sign an agreement to assist. Now that
the revolution has failed and men are got-
ting plmishod for. shooting down police who
zre employsd to defend their country, we sce
the New South Wales Labour party, and
the Australian Labour paltv of which mem-

bers opposits form a pa pretending  te
interfere with the G“})OIISIblO government
of South Africa. Supposing we appealed to

the people of Britain for protcctlon against
the tyranny of hon. members opposite, what
would they think of it? Yet here the
Australian Labour party are appealing to
Britain to interfere in the responsible govern
ment of South Africa, because of the punish-

ment of men for murder and revolution.
That shows where their sympathy lies.
There is a Council of Action in the Labour
party in Australia, just as there was in
South Africa. TLiet me show how they are
connected with the Soviet in Russia. 1 will
give a communication which has come to

the Australian Labour party in Sydney, and
is published tc-day—
¢ (CloMe aND JoIx Us.
¢ SOVIET APPEAL TO AUSTRALIA.

“A communication was received yes-
terday at the Sydney Trades Hall from
the cxecutive of the Red Labour Union
Internationale. whose headquarters are
at Mloscow. The letter states—

We are sending to the Melbourne
All-Australian  Trades TUnion June
Conference our heartfelf grectings from
fur Moscow. We urge you to come out

in joint action in an attack agail
the stronghold of capitalism. We ask

vou to send your congress delegates to

the second coming of the Revolutionary

Union, to take place in Muscow on the

20th November next, in order to deal

jointly with the present tasks of the

Labour movement in the whole world.”

Here 1s where hon. members opposite are
connected with it—

“ The decision of your National Con-
gress at Melbourne in June, 1921, shows
that you have taken the right path. It
is necessary for vou to collaborate with
revolutionary Labour organisations irn
other parts of the world.”

Mr. Bebbington.]
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That is the kind of thing the Premier has
returned to. We had reason to belicve that
he was modifying his opinion when he
promised to assist the primary producers in
preference to the socialists,

Mr. Coruins: Did not Lloyd George asso-
ciate with the Russian delegates at Genoa ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not talking
about Lioyd George. There is another thing
\ulldx the conununists have done during the

i+t two or three days—

“The workers in Messys., Cleeves' con-
denszed milk factovies in the West and
Midlands have taken action to prevent
closing down by the emplovers (writes the
Jublin  correspondent of the * London
Herald ).

“ Reports to hand show that factories
were taken over, and are working, 1
Clonmel, l\]lnnllom\. Mallow, Knock lono
Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary, and Bansha,

“In most cases the sceretary of the
local branch of the Irvish Transport Union

has been appointed manager. In Clonmel

the red fag was hoisted over the
premises.”’
Faney taking possession of industries and
putting I the secretary of the union as

manager | What on carth is goiug to happen
to those works? How are thuy going to
pay their men, or do anything at all? It
means plain destruction. I regret that the
Premicr uus abandoned all lope of assisting
the preducer and has gone back to his
communistic friends. Thers might have been
faults on both sides—I do not say that there
were not. When the Premier had this con-
" fidential chat in his oflice he led his inter-
viewer on step by step. Thix man was rung
up and told that the Premier wanted to sce
him. He could not refuse to see the Premier.
If the Premicr rang me up I would cer-
tainly go and sce him at any time.
Mr. Prase: You would be
honoured. :

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Not now.

My, Ppase: The Premier said that he did
not ring the man up, and hon. members on
this side of the House are (uite prepas d to
believe the Premier against the hon. gentle-
lan.,

Mr, BEBBINGTON: It is one wian’s word
against another, and we have as much vizhit
to believe the onc as the other. According
to the Bible, King David wrote: “ 1 m.irl in
my haste, All men ave lars’ but he after-
wards modified that by aavmg CAlL mcn,
excluding myself, are liars.” (Laughter)
The attitude adopted with regard to this
matter is apparcntly on the same lines. The
attitude now taken up by the Premier is that

all men arc lars excepb hmhelf We have
the right to belicve one man’s word equally
with another’s. If I were Invited to go into
a man’s office to have a confidential talk.
and somebody was hidden there taking down
the conversation in shorthand, or in any
other way, or if I was invited to the Dre-
mier’s oﬂ‘me and leading questions touching
on the affairs of the day were put to me, and
I was led on during such a confidential con-
versation to make a statoment to rehabilitate
the Premier with the Labour party, or make
excuses for him, and I found that somebody
had been behind a curtain or hidden in a
box taking notes, I would feel myself justi-
fied in l\nockmg him down or shooting hin,

[Myr. Bedbington.
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(Laughter.) There are circumstances under
which a Julv would acquit a man for shoot-
ing ansther. 1 say that no maxn should stoop
to the act of having someone hidden to report
any confidential conversation, and then make
that report known to the world. If he does
#0, he deserves the greatest condemnation
that can be given him. I am very sorry that
the Premicr is not here tonight. It is his
business to be here. I purposely walted until
now so that he would be here. llenceforth.
neither myself nor any man who has had
© confidence in the Premier will place any
eotifidense in him. Never again! It is abso-
futely imposs ible for him to show that he has

any srmpathy at all with the primary pro-
¢ or that he has any sympathy with
He has forfeited that QVlnp:‘Lth}X

ax returned to his conmunistic friends
communistic poliey. Thers T leave
Let him go with them., and we shall
a revolution similar to the revolution
Let him go
who have asked the DBritish
interfere with responsible
government in South Africa! Tet him go
with those men who have trampled the
Britich flag and every decent thing in the
mud! Wherever he may go, there is cer-
tainly no roow for him on this side of the
House =0 long as we are here, {(Governmeut
laughter.) He will be en th ide when we
are on the opposite side. (Renewed laughter.)

My, Pragi: He will always bs on this side.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : IT¢ may be; but. if
the clectors hold the same opinjon of him
that 1 do, like a lot of hon. members oppo-
site he will be left out in the cold.
1’EasE : Opposition members have been
ing these things, and now this man gets

him.
have
experienced in South Africa.

with the men
(Fovernment to

up and =dmits it. (Interruption.)
The CHAIRPMAN : Order! Order!
Prase: He has put you all away. It
is the best evidence we have ever heard.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to show

what all their sympathy for the man on the
tand amounts to. I want to show the dif-
ference between what they took from him
and what the previous Government took
from him.

A GovernyEnT MeyeEr: They never had
anything under the previous Government.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : In 1914-15 the income
tax collected amounted to £517,273, and in
1921.22 it amounted to £2,194,361, an increase
of £1,677,088. That accounts for a great
deal of the unemployment in 1921-22. In
1614, although only a small amount was
dcvndndod in income tax, about £5,000 was
spent in relief; but in 1621-22, when over
£2,000,000 was collected in income tax,
we find the Government spent £177,000 in
vclief, and men and families swwalking about
in their hundreds are dependent on the Go-
vernment qo‘o instead of being dependent
on work. There is the difference. Had
that cxtra £1,500,000 been left in industry,
those men would have been employed and
there would have been no unemployment
to-day. Now, take stamp duty. In 1814-15
the stamp duty amounted to ,4521 404, and
in 1621-22 it was $£604,739; an increasc of
£283,335. It may be said that we are not
so much interested in the stamp duty. Are
we not?

Mr. WEiR: What are they stamping?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you buy some-
thing in the store they stamp it and put it
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goods,  If the farmer, after a
le. leaves a little plopm‘w when
he dies, that has to be stamped. There is
vour stwmp duty.  (Government laughter.)
They take in stamp daty money which the
farnier’s sons should have for their labour.
fiven a man’s wages have to be stamped
overy month.

on to your
life stru

My, Brexvav: No,
Mr. BEBBINGTON:

ktiow?
Afv. Brexxav: I am certain you don’t.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is quite evident
that the hon. member never produced any-
thing in his life except bad manners, and
there are not taxed. (Laughter.) They need
not stammp theose. He has never produced
anything by his labour that would pay
stamp duty. Now, take the land tax. The
and tax alone is £480,000 more than it was

Don’t you think I

in 1914-15. 1n 1914-15 there was no land
tax at all. and in 1921-22 there werc over
£480.060 colleeted in land tax. The hon.

member for Bowen said that it is one of the
most just taxes possible. I was =p941\inﬂ
to a business man in Brishane a short time
ago, and I said, ““ You have to pay a land
tax of about £8,000 on the
premisss  you are oceupying.”’
iTe said, “ Yes” ced him
who paid 1t. ““ Of couise,”” he said, “ We
have to draw it from the bank and pay it
o tho Coramissioner of Taxes; but there
is only ene way to pay it, and that is to pub
it on the pries of rour goods.” The hon.
member for Bowen said that that is just
tax ! Tt is a tax put upoun cvery worker!
Lvery worker’s wife who burs some drapery
and clothing for her children has to pay her
snare of the £488,000 land tax. That 1s 'che
reason why the worker cannct live to-da

I say that the worker will not be able tn
live until this taxstion is taken off. We
hould put into office a sensible Government
who will do that. When we have taken
‘rhn bmdr‘m o the workers they will be
able to do something; but the taxation which
13 now  imposed makes it }rnpm»lbl for
them to livi. We are taxing the worker up
io the hilt. and it tskes nearly all he rarns
to pav the taxation. Then we come *o the
tion of selectors’ rents. Hon. members
ite say that the Repudiation Act was

[7.30 p.m.]

S,

Mr. CorrLixs: So it was.
‘Mr. BEBBINGTON: Is there anyene in

this House—either a meamber or a visitor who
is listoning to the debate—who agrecs with
that? Le: me mention one case that hap-
pened.

Myr. Prase: You are talking to the gallery.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I am talking to any-
oue who cares to listen. In 1914 a gentieman
who wus a member of this House bought a
picce of country 100 square miles in area.
When the time arrived for reappraisement
of the rent, he asked the Lands Department
to reassess it, but they ncglected to do so for
something like four years, until 1918. Dur-
ing that time this gentleman had borrowed
£5,000 from the bank. Te had also put
in some money of his own. He had put two
artesian bores on the land, which were work-
ing successfully, Then. after water was
)btamed the Lands Department reassessed
his rent, and raised it by 50 per cent., which
they were allowed to do under the Act, and
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made it retrospective for four years. He
paid the rent, and did not object to it

Mr. Prasg: The Premier is here now.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am sorry the
Dremier was not here hefore, buf it is not
iny fault. To continue the case I was citing
~—the 1820 rveassessment came round, and
this man, who had had his rent raised 50
per cent., had it again raised 300 per cent.,

and made retrospective for six ycars. That
was encugh to ruin any man, and similar
assessments did ruin many men. There was

one firm here which represented a great
many small graziers, which had to borrow
£50.000 to paye the vetrospective rents of

thesa grazier
The Premier
had their rer
was made

It was a most unjust thing.
knows that some of the selectors
nts raised 700 per cent., and it
rotrospective in some cases for
seven years. No one will agree with such an
unjust imposition on men who have gone
into the country to develop it and make
their homes there. We find that in 1914-15
the selectors’ ronts were £458,733, and in
1921-22 thev were £710,723, an increcase of
£251,990. That does not inciude the rents
on pastoral leases. The Premier shakes his
head. I can get the pastoral rents from the
official ﬁgm(;. The selectors’ rents were,
as I have said, £458.723 under the Denham
Jovernment. while under this (overnment
last year ther weve £710.723, or an inerease
of £251,980, Did anvone ever know of such
rack-reuting  hefore? The Government
passed the Fair Rents Act to reduce house

rents in the tewns, but they have raised the
rents of men who are struggling in  the
interior of the country by over a quarter

of a million pounds.

=

3y, P What is the number of appli-
cants for new selections?

Ar. BEBBINGTON: The
partly responsible for the
which exists 1o-day.
from emplovers in
othorwiae
worker<

income tax is
uitemplorment

Mener has been taken
income tax which would
hsve beett :pent in employing

‘rase - The income of 2,000 squatters
was ;84 500 000.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : T will refer to what
is called the land ectilement scheme. What
have the (tovernment done in regard to
that? The hon. member for Rozewood asked
me the other dary what other Govrernments
had done. Other Governracnts made it pos-
sible for men on the land to own their own
homes. Thev allowed them to get 160 acres
of land at 2s. 6d. an acre, paying at the
rate of &d. an acrc for five years, when it
became their own. They also allowed a man
to get 640 acres for 6d. an acre, with twenty
vears to pay it in. Those are the men who
have stopped on the land, and they have
been able to do that bccause they got their
land on reasonable term The present
Government take away the r1ght of a man
to get hN own home. They simply give him
a leafe, which is merely a right to occupy so
Iong as he falfils the conditions that the
Government may impose upon him—so long

as he is \wllmg to pay the rental. which
mayv be raised on reasscssment every few
vears. We find tlnt the Government have

raised the selectors’ rents in some cases by
something like 700 per cent. It is stated in
the Aect that the fubure rents shall be based
on the value of unimproved land in the
district at the time of the reassessment. If

Mr. Bebbington.]
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cne hundred men go out into the wilderness
and take up land which is only worth Is.

an acre. if these men form a (om'nqm‘m
there and raise the value of the land to
£2 10s. an acre, that is the price that the

Government will value it at.

~ My, Srovrorv: If a railway is built there,
it 1s the railway that creates the value.

Mr. BEBBINGT If men go into the
country and in fourteen years the land
improves in valuc to the extent of £3 or £4
per acre, these are figures which the Commiss
sioner will accept as the value of the land,
and the men who weut out there ave taxed
for their own industry and. for their swn

labour, although they are supposed to be
taxed onis on the unimproved value.
Mr. SrtopForD: What about a railway

built thrre? Does not that
the land?

being improve

the value of

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The Government are
not satisficd with raising the rents 500 per
cent. or 600 per cent., but they incrcase the
value of the land and tax the landowners
for their own industry, although the Act
distinctly says that the valuc shall be the
unimproved value only.

Now we come to the efforts made by the
present Government on behalf of the primary
producers. They assisted to form the Primary
Producers’ Assoclations. The Sccretary for
Agriculture has said several times that the
farmers arc unorganised an<d could not help
themselves, and he him=clf is going to take
pity on them and organise them in their own
.interests. We know that the farmers brought
the dairying industry up to a value of
£6,000,600 & year. How Could they do that
if they were unorganised? The dairying
mdusny grew up out of nothing, brcause at
one time we used to impor eversthing from
New Zealand.

The SecrErary FOR P'oBLIc Lanps: When
was the dairying industry worth £6,000,0007

Mr. BEBBINGTON:

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And vet
vou say this Government ruined the dairy
farmers !

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Never mind about
that. They produce £6,000,000 worth of dairy
products, and yet the Secretary for Agricul-
ture tells these people that they are unorgan-
ised and he is going to organise them.

What was the next effort? The next effort
was to get hold of the editor of “ The Pro-
ducers’ Review.” When I was told about it
nearly threc years ago, I said to the farmers,
“You ure going to bo sold iike a donkey at
a fair.” T also said, * The whole influence
of * The Producers’ Review ’ is being exerted
in the interests of Mr. Theodore, The Labour
Go\'omme‘m has got ¢ The Producers’
7 T told them that ¢ The Producers’
was doing the Government as good
as the ““ Daily Standard.”

Mr. BuLcocs: You seem to be afraid of
an honest journal.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The Minister threw
dust in their eyes, and tried to make them
believe that they were a down-trodden people,
and that nobody cared for them and nobody
would assist them. Now, what are the facts?
The year before the Labour Government came
into power the Denham Government advanced

[Mr. Bebbington.

Last year.

.

servies

[ASSEMBLY.)

Supply

&1 per acre for all new land put under wheat,
and something like 810 farmers took advan.
tage of that offer. Then the Denham Govern-
ment advanced £14,000 worth of seed wheat.

Mr. Hartiry : Half of them never paid for

it.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Government
paid 4s. 7d. per bushel for the wheat and

sold it back to the farmers at a profit of 2d.
per bushel. A drought came on then, and
there was only half a harvest. But what did
the Labour Government do when they came
into office? Did they assist the farmers? No.
True to the communistic principles, they
practically seized the whole crop.  But that
was not the worst of it. They [JAed the price
for flour made from this wheat, which the
Denham Government had ad\ancod to the
wheatgrowers. They fixed the price of Hour
made from Queensland whest at £9 10s. per
ton, while they fixed the price for wheat
grown by black labour and imported into
Queensland at £20 10s. per ton.

Mr. BurLcock: Where do they produce
black-grown wheat?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I got those figures
from the *“ Governmment Gazette.”” They have
been quoted in this Chamber before, and you .,
will find them in “ Hansard ” and in the
“ Government Gazette,” too, if you like to
look in the library.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope the hon.
member will not be guilty of tedious
repetition.

Mr., BEBBINGTON : The late Hon. T. J.
Ryan once said, * There are things which
are worth 1opoatmg over and over and over
agcun ”  He was the Premier of this State
when he said that, and he was a good man.
I have a great respect for him, and I am fol-
lowing his example. I will show how the
Scerstary for Agriculture treated the fruit
industry. The hon. gentleman went up to
Dalby and said that the show was important,
but it was nothing to the importance of the
Government scheme, 11e said that the fruit
industry was demoralised. Who demoralised
the fruit industry? I will tell you quick.
About twelve months ago about ten members
of this party went up to Stanthorpe and made
inquirics inso the fruit industry. We made
investigations as to how the mdustiy could
be assisted, and the hen. member for Car-
narvon mlanggd with the Couniry party to
deal with the matter, and we dx.mded that,
in the intercsts of the people of the Stan
thorpe district, certain legxslatlon was neces-
sary. The (ou“ltrv party arranged to wait
on the Prumer and, if the deputation did
not take place, it was the Premier’s fault
and not ours. There were sevelal deputations
to Ministers, and it was agxeeu to include
the leglslatlon in the Governor’s Speech A
paragraph appeared in the Governor’s Spee(‘h
at the opening of the session last year in
which it was stated that the fruit mdustlv
should be assisted. What was that legislation
to consist of ? Tt was to give the fruitgrowers
power to borrow moncy. Deputations came
down from Stanthorpe and asked the Govern-
ment for money. They wanted to be respon-
sible for erecting cold stores at Stanthorpe
to assist the fruit industry. The deputation
came down from Stanthorpe when the House
was sitting, and it waited here for over a
week. And by and by it became evident
that the Government were going to shirk
their vesponsibilities. The Secretary for
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Agriculture, who had received them cordially,
began to give them the cold shoulder, and
.hz_ became dispirited, so that the hon. mem-
ber for Carnarvon decided to ask a question
in the House. He asked me about it. He
said, *° You have the Act at your fingers’ ends
and know what they cax do.” said, ‘It
is your business; it is in your Oloctm ate,” but
1 explained the provisicns 01 the Act and
the hon. member asked a question as to what
the Government intended doing—did they
intend carrying out their promise in the
Governor's Speech—did they intend passing
legislation to enable thess people to borrow
the money? The answer was that the Minis-
ter had no knowledge that any men had
entercd into financial obligations belicving
that the Gove 'nment were going to carry
out these works. Seeing that the hon. gehtle-
man made such an answer when a deputation
had been down here for a week with him, I
say that it was a deliberate lie, and nothmo
else.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon.
ber must withdriw that statement.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I

mern-

will; but I =ay

it was an incorreat answer, all the rame,
1 zay that, when the Minister gave that
answer to the hon. member, he knew per-

fectly well it was incorrect, because he had
had the dopvuho'l here with him for over
a week. I met the deputation myself in the
streci. One of them was a man who had
given half his lifetime to the industry—he
was nearly seventy years of age—and he was
almost crying. He said, “1 am afraid to
g0 homc.” (Laughter.) There werc soldiers’
families there waiting for those cold stores
and preserving WOll\S ¢o that thexy might pay
their creditors and buy food for their chil-

dren =nd clothes for their wives and families.
Yet hon. members opposite can laugh at
things like that. That was mnot the case
with my friend. He was necarly crying. He
satd, 1 am afraid to go home. I have
promized them so much. The Minister
: 1 me so much, and that the legis-
would be passed.” In spite of all

th’ zs you know perfectly well, this House

ad)oumed and went to the Melbourne races,
and 1oft those people to stew in their own
juice. (Uproar.)

Mr. Corrins: Not true.

3Ir. BEBBINGTON : I say you did. They
left them to stew in their own juice, and
went to the Melbourne races and left those
people to starve rather than stay here for
a day or two; and, when they came back,
the Minister had the infernal cheek to go up
to the Stanthorpe Show and tell them that
their industry was demoralised. Who
demoralised it? He did. Is it not demoral-
isation to promise the fruitgrowers £82,500
and then go away to the Melbourne races and
leave the fruitgrowers’ children fto starve?
What else is it?

Mr. Porwrocr: Get quite ccol before you
start again. (Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am all right. I
give any man on that side leave to say
anything about me to-night if I have not
done right. I have been in this House for
twelve years, and I defy them to say that I
have done anything dishonourable. (Dis-
order.) I defy members opposite to say that
any man in this party touched anything in
that way. We stand for clean and honour-
able politics, and any man who comes here
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has to prove himself right, and he has got
to keep right. .

We come back again to the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill. I say there has
never been a measure passed in this Cham-
ber which has thrown as much dust into the
producers’ eyes as that measure.

My. Brreock: You veted for it

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I know I did. 1 told
the people what I thought about i, and I
said that, if the farmer: wanted it, they had
a right to have it.

Mr. Bourcocx: Then you are responsible
for it.

Mr. PEast:-Did they want it?

Mr. BEBBINGWON: They said thez
wanted it. Nobody spoke to me about it.
(Government interjections.) 1 want to say
that the farmers to-day do not know what
that Bill is. A good many farmers believe
that they are going to have a vote for the
Council of Agriculture. Nothing of the sort!
The farmer has a vote in his local associa-
tion, which sends a delegate to the disirict
council, which sends a delegate to the Coun-
cil of Agriculture. You have about four
degrees.  The Council of Agriculture lceps
the farmer, the man who finds the money,
five degrees away from the Government. At
present he can appeal to his own member,
and pull him over the coals if he does not
get an answer in a week, When the organisa-
tion iz formed, he will send a note to the
local association, the local association will
write to the district council, the district
council to the Council of Agnculture, and
the Council of Agriculture will go to the
Minister, and by that time they will have
forgotten all about the farmer, and the
farmer will find that he has not got what
he thought he had—that he has been sold
like a deg in a fair. (Interruption.)

Here is ancther thing that I would like
the fawners to know is, that the men
who are cmo.hng as mempers of this Primary
Producers’ Assocntwn will be rezponsible,
when the Governmest turn them over in
about wcven or clfrht months’ time, for
carrying on the orgauuution, the cost of
which is now £400 or £500 a week, and will
very soon amount to £1,000 a week. (Govern-
ment interjections.) I was one of those who

said that we should alter the

8 p.m.} constitution of the organisation

altogether. I tried to provide
that, instead of organising all these districts
and cmploying forty or fifty organisers to
go about preaching socialism and communism
for the Government at the farmers’ expense,
we should have representatives of our dairy-
ing companies, of the Wheat Board, and of
our already organised farmers’ institutions.
If we brought those men together, we would
have a Council of Agriculture which would
be valuable.

The bell indicated that the hon. member's
time had expired.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 would like for
a few moments to say a few things with
regard to certain things that have happened
during this week. It is not my intention
to vefer in any shape or form to a matter
which 1s sub judice; but, so far as the
Nrtionalist party are concerned——

Mr. BULCOCK :

Another disclaimer.

Mr. TAYLOR: So far as the Nationalist
party and the Nationalist organisations are

Mr. Taylor.]
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concersied, I desire to say that they had
nothing to do with the events that have
taken place during the last few days.

Mr., Burcock: You that about the
famous delegation, too.

TAYLOR: All I wish to say is that,
cannot get over on to the other side
of _me Chamber without ddoptlng such
motheds, all T hope is that we shall stop
here for the term ‘of our natural lives.

(GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Flear, hear!

Mr. Poriock: How was It that Maxwell
knew that someone was going over?

Mr. Maxwirn: I deny that.

Mr. '”AYLOR :

said

HEvery man in this Cham-
ber—it does not mattm what his pelities
are or on which side he sits—should be
jealous of the honour of this Chamber; and
any man who is not jealous of the horour
of this Chamber should not occupy o place
in it. If there arc men who have done
things which they should not have done, my
wish is that they be severely punished. That
is all I have to say in regard to that matter.

When one comes to consider the position
fin anmallv which has existed in ﬂuuonela,nd
for the last few vears—when one comes to
ronsidm‘ that, when the Troasurer delivered
his Financial Statement a few days ago,
the best ho could tell us =as that on 30th
June next he anticipated a deficit of
£576,000—to sar the least, I think it is an
appalling siafement for the 'Freasurer to
have to make; and it is most regrettable
that, in administering the finances during
the last fow years, the Government have not
been able to make a very much better show-
ing than they are domg at the present time.
It would not be a matter of very great
concern what the puu ic dobt amounted to
provided e could show assets and repro-
ductive works for the nmm,v which had been
expended, Looking at our financial pesition,
it is difficult to see where the money has
been spent in a reproductive way or in the
creation of grcater assets. I have said
many times that our assets are as valuable
to-day as ever they were. One hon. member
stated this afternoon that it is well ko say
cortain things over and over again. In
eriticising the finsnces of this State, we find
that it is necessary to rcpeab things over and
over again so that the people may under-
stand what the position really is. 'Ihe Trea-

surer estimates that he V\IH recelve  in
revenue £12 202,000, which is about £70,000
less than the revenue which he estimated

he would receive during the last financial
vear—which estimate was exceeded by
£40,000 on total receipts amounting to
£12,311,000. When one sces the tremendous
expansion of revenuc and expenditure, one
necds to look round to find where the money
has been spent. T will refer to the report
of the Auditor-General on State enterprises
for the year 1921, We have to repeat these
figures time and time again, to show how
money is  being spent and lost. The Secre-
tary for Mines, speaking a couple of nights
ago with revard to the carryving on of the
Government's mining activities in North
Queensland, asked if it was not a good thing
that they had been able, by carrying on
operations in mining fields, to employ a
tremendous amount of labour and so cause
the expenditure of a large sum of money.
There is something in the argument; but
surely we could have found some direction
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in which that money could have been spent
without incurring the colossal losses which
have been sustained in mining ventures in
North Queensland.  Certainly, it has pro-
vided a certain amount of cmployrment and
ha: Lrought freight to our railways in cer-
tain arcas, but it would have been very much
wiser had the Government not ventuved on
those mining activities, but had secarched
to sce where they could spend the money
in developmental reproductive works.

The vailway refreshment-rooms
prohf last year of £6,850.
lated profits prior to that werc £u4 409,
making the total at the end of last finan.
cial year £41,268. The Babinda Hotel had
accurnulated profits, to 30th June last year,
smounting to £2,506—the resuit of four
years’ trading. Here ave where the losses
come in: On the State fish supply business
the accumulated loss at 30th June, 1921, was
£25.781. What did the people of Qucens-
land—and particularly the people of Bris-

made a
The total accumu-

bane, for whom this industry was
stabl "hcd*get? Dear fish is all they got;
thers was no cheapening of the cost. That

sum of £25,871 cou]d have Dbcen spent in a
much more p)oﬁtab e way and have brought
a very much better return to the State. The
loss on the fish industry for the year 1919-20
was £8488; and for the year 1920-21 it was
£9.807. The loan liability to the Treasury
was reduced in 1919 by £30,000 from surplus
profits made by the State butcheries, By
this payment a saving of £1,500 was made
in the carrying ou$ of that particular indus-
try. In connection with the cannery—and
other State cnterprises—there was, unfor-
tunately, a loss of £29,471.

Hon. W. ForeaN Smrta: What did can-
neries of a similar nature loze that year?
They lost £100,000—due to the same trouble
as we experienced

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not quoting other
canneries; I am quoting the State cannery.

Hon. W. Foreaxy Swmirni: You must look
at the other canneries as a basis for com-
parison.

Mr. TAVIOR
what the State
that enterprise.

I am only poiuting out
has done in connection with

I do not wani to bc mis-
understood I connection with the State
cannery. I was one who spoke on the Land
Settlement Committen for the establishment
of & cannery, because 1 recognised that we
had soldiers going on to the Jand to pro-
duce pineapples, which are a very perishable
erop. and a crop which will not stand a lot
of handiing and knocking about; and, unless
we were prepared by some means to ercct a
cannery to can their products, I felt that it
was probable those scldiers would make a
very great loss in their activities as pine-
apple growers. The Government have gone
vight outside of what, to a number of us, was
the original intention of the cannery. When
it was started the idea was that it was to be a
cannery to deal with soldiers’ products. That
punmplo has been departed from, and the

annery, unfort anafely has made a very
SCl‘i(-UF= loss. I hope it will not be very long
before it is re-established; but I am very
much afraid, with the way things are at the
present time, that it will be a long time
before the loss is made good.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH:
nery in Queensland in a s=ounder f{inancial
position to-day. T had a deputation the
other day from the private canneries.

There is no can-



Supply.

Mr. TAYLOR: I understand that most
canneries have had a bad time, but, if we
had not gene outside of the ouglnal intention
of this cannery, I do not think the loss would
have been as much as it is to- day. Another
activity that was started with a great
fourish of trumpets was the State Produce
Agenecy.  That enterprise up to 30th June
last showed a loss of £25705. I defy the
Minister in Charge of btato Enterprises, or
anyone eclse, to show any produce agency in
the whole of ()uecnsland that has made one-
tenth of the loss made by the State Produce
Agency.

Ion. W. ForGAN SMITH: Some of the pro
duce agensies made very profitable sales
Hnoue{h the State Preduce Agency.

My, TAYLOR: Whatever profits they
made, they made ont of sales to the State

Produss Agency. The State Produce Agency
was oui to bay produce without making any
profit out of it.

Ilou. W. Forgan Swuirii: That was = very
bad deal. and & deal that should never have
beeir made.

Mr. TAYLOR: I admit that; but what
sort of management was it that allowed a
manager to spond £30,000 or £40,000 of the
State’s mouney? What sort of supervision
was being exereised that allowed an indi-
vidual to do that?

Ilon., W. Foreax Suita: ile
t5 do what he did.

My, TAYLOR: The Minister says that he
had no right to do it. He was allowed to do
it, and the money was found to ailow him to
ds it. The money had to be found by the
State to pay for the goods.

Mr. Brmexxax: He got the sack.
made a pxofu out of it?

Mr. TAYLOR:
the State

had no right

Who

The accumulated profits on
butcher shops and the meat-
works up to 30th June, 1921, amounted
to £22.448. The loss for the year ended 30th
June, 1921, amounted to £13,123. The actual

loss on the year’s transaction on State
stations amountsd to no less a sum than
£104.147, less £58,271, which, the Auditor-

(eneral points out, was accumulated profit
aud reserve which had been devoted to reduc-
ing the tremendous loss made during that
yvear on the State stations. If the Govern-
ment had not lost their head over State
stations and waded in the way they did,
buying stations in every possible direction
from north to south, they would probably
have been able to show a small profit, or, at
all events, a very slight loss; but, instead of
that, thoy sct out as monopolists 1n that par-
ticular industry, and, as a consequence, they
simply lost tens of thousands of pounds to
the people of Queensland.

Mr. Brenvax: What did the people save
in the price of meat during the war?

Mr. TAYLOR: The total losscs.on State
cnterprises for the year 1921 amounted to
£272,523. The profits made on the Railway
Refreshmen$-rooms and the Babkinda Hotel
amounted to £7,924, leaving a total loss for
the year of £264,599. One hon. member this
afternoon quoted from a book entitled
“ Frenzied Finance.” When one comes to
consider seriously the finances of the State
of Queensland, and compare them with what
they were seven, eight, or nine years ago,
they will come to the conclusion that there

1922—3
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has been either ¢ frenzied finance” or most
incompetent handling of the State finances

to put them into tho position they are in
to-day.

Mr. BreExxax: No. The slump in the
cattle market accounts for a good deal of it.

Mr. TAYLOR: I know that the slump in
the cattle malket accounts for a considerable
amount of loss; but the hon. member who is
interjecting knows quite well that, if the
Government had adopted the pxudcnt method
which station owners adopt, instead of trying
to maintain the price of cattle above w hat
was really their market value at that par-
ticular time, with the result that the whole
slump has fallen upen them in onc year,
probably we would not have had the loss
that we have to-day. The Government have
not exercised that prudence and foresight
which stockowners and cattle- 1axs(\1s exercise
in connection with the asscssment of the value
of their herds and flocks when taking stock
& the end of the year.

Mr. BRENNAX : The State stations have only
becn in existence for about a couple of vears.
The Government have only just started.

Mr. TAYLOR:

Governmoeut have

-

I sincerely hope that the
just about finished. 1f
this is only the start, what the Government
hope to do in the future I do not know.
Heaven only knows what is in store for us
in the future.

Mr, BREsNaN: Nonscnse,
IHon. W. Forceax Syrrit: The hon. member

has no ocecasion to look

Mr. BRENNAN:
itself.

Mr. TAYLOR: During the fifty-four years
of sclf-government in (ueensland, prior to
the present Covernment taking ofhcg the
total public debt of the State was ~omouhme
about £54,000,000.

Mr. BrExxax: What was the public debt of
the Commenwealth at that time?

after the future,
The future will look after

Mr. TAYLOR: I am talking about
Queensland.  The hon., member, who is so
persistently  interjecting, knows perfectly

well, aud :f he does not know I will tell him,
thai for four years and two or three months
the Commonweaith Government had to main-
tain the Australian Imperial Forces.

Mr. Brexxan: For destruction.

Mr., TAYLOR: If it had not been for
destruction, the hon. member would not be
here to-night. It is only because the men
went to fight and the moncy was found by
Australia that he is in this Chamber to- night
in the comfortable position which he occupies,
and he should realise that. If he would only
refrain from throwing across this Chamber
his senseless interjections, it would be very
much more to his credit, and would add very
much to the dignity of the debate.

Mr. BrExyAN: You wanted conseription.
Mr, TAVLOR: I am very thankful there
were not many like you conscripted.
(Laughter.) During the scven years and
three months that the Government have
occupied the Treasury benches, they have

added to the public debt of Queensland
between £35,000,000 and £36,000,000. We
need not be afraid of the total debt of
Queensland to-day. I am not at all afraid
of the debt we owe to-day; but I am afraid

Mr. Taylor.]
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and I am anxious in regard to the adminis-

tration of the finances of Queensland; and,
when one looks round and asks himsclf the
question: * Can you point in what direction
we have added to the asscts of the State
by this cnormous expenditure of over
£35,000,000? 7 it is a dificult matter to put
vour finger on the spot where benefits have

been conferred on the people by that enor-

mous expenditure of money.

The Premier and Mr. Fihelly, some years
ago, wrote a pamphlet, and I would like to
refer to that pamphlet, because such a
change has taken pld(o since it was written
in 1915 in the attitude of the Premier and
Treasurer,

Hon. W.
moved on,

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. This pamphlet was
being sent out to the people of Queensland
as a solemn warning of the maladministra-
tion of the finances of Queensland by the
Liberal Administration at that time and
prior to that date. ‘The people of Queens-
land were told in this pamphlet that our
debt per head of the population was over
£80.  The debt per head of the population
now is £110, so I suppose it is all right.
It was all wrong in 1914, but in 1922 it is
quite all right to bll'!ﬂ the debt up to
£110 per head. That is the finance of the
present (Government,

Mr. Riorpax: What about that war you
were talking about?

Mr. TAYT OR: Then the people were
asked this, *“Do vou know that a man, his
wife, and family of four owe £49077 A
pretty appalling condition of affairs to tell
a man with a wife and family of four that
he owed £490! DBut the latest figures are
that a man, his wife, and family of four owe
about £670 !

Mr. CoLLins :

Mr. TAYLOR: We have got the assets—
I realise that. Ir was_uite a wrong thing
for a man, his wife, and four children to owe
£490 seven years ago, but it is quite all
right in 1922 for a mdn his wife, and family
o}t] four to owe £670. Then they told us
this—

ForeaN Suith: The world has

We have got the assets.

‘Do you know that a man who has a
fdmny of four pay: £18 in interest on
loans every year, which means Ts. per
week 777

The figures now are that a man, with a wife
and fa.nlly of four, pays each yeaur £27 in
interest, The Government have “put another
£9 during the time they have been carrying
on the affairs of this State on to these people
they were sympathising with, and who were
told that the Adnunm’n’mo‘i at that date
were inflicting such tremendous burdens on
them. Then they asked this question—
“Don’t you think the system should
be altered v

They altered it all right; but they have
not altered it in the way they wished the
people to belicve they intended to alter it.
The people were told this also—

“That is Liberal finance. What do
you think about it? Would you conduct
your own private affairs on such a
ridiculous basis and have any respect
left?”

That is what the pamphlet written by the
Premier and his colleague, Mr. Fihelly, said
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in 1915, Then, over the leaf they tell us
this—
“ Perhaps you now sce why finance is
supposed to be a vers abstruse question,
It would not do for the average man and
woman to imagine for a moment that
they could apprchend its subtleties and
unravel its mysteries, They might find
there were no mysteries at all. For
instance, in one loan connected with a
cortain Australian State not a thousand
miles from Quoormland, an item appeared
for car hire, £207. Is that instractive?”

£207 for car hire! Opposite that I have
got the expenditure of the Premicr on his
trip home, £3,730, and the expenditure of
Mr. Flhellv on the trip he took—about
£1,800. Yot they find fault with the small
expenditure of £207 for car hire!  Ther
further said—
“The Denham Government is fond of
ta]l\ulg of its surpluses. The word
¢ surplus’ sounds pretty and inviting. 1%
argues sound and careful government.
And generally speaking, the ordinary
clector does not analyse {inance suffi-
ciently to see the importance of it all.”

They tell you there that surpluses argue
sound and careful government. I would like
to know what deficits argue. 1 supposc they
argue unsound and unskilful government,
The pamphlet goes on—

“ Would you be surprised to know that
the deficits of Iiber d.l Governments since
Queensland was made a separate colony,
that is from 1859 to 1914, have amounted
to £4,219,708, and that the much- talked
of surplusos have only amounted to’

£2,600,843.”

You cannot be surprised when, considering
the retrenchnient vou have suffered and are
suffering, that aomcthmg is wrong at the
present moment. It is not necessary to go
back sixty vears. 'The present Government
for six years ended 30th June, 1921, added
to the :tated deficit £834,933, and to the
allegedly  much-talked of surpluses the
exceedingly small sum of £71,455. They
say—

deficit  of

“That mecans a total

£1,618,865.”

The total deficit of £1,618,865 has been in-
creased by the present Government to

£2.879.034, and that does not include the
£180,000 for the year just ended, Then they
say—

Do you know from 1900 to 1914 the
deficits amounted to £1.163,893 and the
surpluses to £714,623? 'That is in four-
teen years an accumulated delicit of
£449,970.”

This is their record for seven years. It

only took the present Government six years

to show deficitz .amounting to £613,000 a;ld
surpluses amounting to ;le 485. That is in
$IX years an accumulated defieit of £542,024.
I am not going through the whole of the
pamphlet, buuL it is most instructive and
most interesting. They finish up with this—

“ Tinance is the basis of government.”

Mr. BrExNAN : Hear, hear!
Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier and his
(fovernment apparently do not think so.

They further state—
“ It is also the test of Governments.”
Mr., R1oRDAN : Who wrote that?
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Mr. TAYLOR: You know who wrote it.
If it is the test of Governments, all that one
can say is that the Government have failed
abjectly in carrying out that which they
advocated when they issued that famous
circular in 1915,

Mr. Brrcock: What about the £1,000,000
defi¢it in Western Australia?

My, TAYLOR: I am very much obliged
to the hon. member for his interjection about
Western Australia. The Western Australian
sinking fund on 30th June, 1921, amounted to
£7,641,000, and the accumulated deficits to
£5,493,000—a surplus of £2148,0600. I have

here the report of the Auditor-
[8.30 p.m.] General for Western Australia.

The added interest and the con-
tributions of the Government of Western Aus-
tralia to the sinking fund every year are
more than their deficits. For 1920-21 the
increase in the sinking fund was £792,728,
and the deficit for the same year was
£686.725. The increase in the sinking fund
for 1918-20 was £694,120, and the deficit for
that year was £668,000. The addition to the
sinking fund for 1818-19 was £586,000, and in
that vear the deficit was £652.000, or between
£60,000 and £70,000 more than the sinking
fund contribution for that year. In 1917-18,
the addition to the sinking fund was £534,887,
and the deficit for that year was £705,000.
There have been two or three ycars since
1811-12 when the deficits were more than the
additions that were made to the sinking
fund. If the hon, member would like to
check the figurcs, he will find them in the
report of the Auditor-General for Western
Australia, and he will find that what I have
stated is correct.

Mr. Burcock: What about the period in
which they suspended the operation of the
sinking fund ?

Mr. TAYLOR: I could not tell you about
that. TIn criticising the last renort of the
Treasurcr of Western Australia, the prinecipal
paper there said— -
_ ““We cannot each vear face a deficit
m excess of the sinking fund contribu-
tions, and we cannot for long face one
equal to it.”

A :inking fund is initiated for the purpose
ot putiing a brake on what might be called
spendthrift Treasurers; but the Treasurers in

Western Australia_know the strong position

of the sinking fund, and it has not been very
much of a brake to them. They realise that
they can go ahead, and that the interest and
the contribution which is made to the sinking
fund amount to more than the deficit which
is likely to accrue from their administration.
I hope hon. mombers will take notice of
these figures, because we are continually
having Western Australia thrown up at us.
The contributions and the interest amount
to more than the deficits,

Mr. Burcock: Don’t you think
financial juggling ?

Mr. TAYLOR: There may be a little
financial juggling or transposition of figures
about it; but the fact remains that Western
Australia is not in the deplorable conditicn
which hon. members opposite would like the
public to think. I thivk, in dealing with
other States, we should quote the official
figures as ther are jssued by the Auditor-
Gencral and those who have charge of the
affairs of those States.

that is
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Mr. BrENNAN: Why is it that Queensland
is the only State which could get a loan in
America ?

Mr. TAYLOR: The other States did not
need to go to America. They were able to
get all the money they wanted from the home
land, where T hopc all our loans will be
raised in future.

Mr. Prasi: The home land itself had to go
te America.

Mr. TAYLOR : With regard to the deficits
of this State during recent years, taking the
deficits which have been ercsted during the
régime of the present Government, if the
Treesurer’s estimate i= anything like realised
at the end of the year, we shali have an
accumulated deficit of about £1,525,662. We
have had an enormous burden of taxation
inflicted upon the people of Quecnsland
during the last few years.

Mr. Cornins: Nct on the people, but on
the wealthy class.

Mr. TAYLOR: The taxation has been
heavier than it has cver been before. Vet
we shall be faced with this enormous accumu-
lated deficicney when our accounts are made
up at the end of next year. I thirk that it
is time some alteration was made in the
method of financing the affairs of this State.

Reference has been made by the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen to the standard of living being
reduced. It is not the standard of living that
wants altering; it is the infernal standard of
extravagance that has been created in Aus-
tralia that is strangling us and causing a lot
of our trouble,

Mr. BrLcock: You want to cut people
down to the bare necessities.

Mr. TAYLOR: No; the hon. member is

saying that—not I. He knows that an
extravagant standard of living has been
created.,

Mr. BrENNAN: By whom?

Xy, TAYLOR : Not by the hon. member;
he is not extravagant unless on himself
Instead of people supporting Australian
industries, and spending as much money as
possible for that purpose, we find them going
in for extravagant articles from abroad, and
the money to pay for these articles has to be
sent out of the State. Duty is certainly
collected by the Federal Goverument, but
this is one of the things which want altering
throughout Australia, From the highest to
the lowest we want to cut down that standard
of extravagance, and grt down to a more
normal condition of living than that which
has existed during the last few years.

Mr. Breyxvan: Why don’t you apply to
your wealthy friends?

My. TAYLOR: I am referring to every-
bodyx. The hon. member 1s one of my wealthy
friends. Why does ke not cut out the things
he can do without ?

Mr. Brenyan: Like Adam and Eve.

Mr. TAYLOR : I would not like to sce the
hon. member dressed in a fig leaf. (Laughter.)

Ir. RIORDAN:

Mr. TAYLOR : There was a time when we
did not require motor-cars. The Premier
could then go home in a tramcar, but it is

not so now. The Premier has to have &
motor-car to go home in. (Interruption.)

Mr. Toylor.]

Cut out the motor-cars.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would ask
hon. members not to be continually inter-
rupting. While the Chairman can stop some
interjections, it is hardiy fair to have a
continual run of them.

OpPPOSITION MEMBERS :

Mr. TAYLOR: Another matter referred
to in the Financial Statement is the cotton
industry. I think that everyone is pleased
to see the development which has taken place
in this industry. I thcught that the Trea-
surer “would have made some reference to
the possibility of establishing mills for the
manufacture of that cotton into fabrics in

Hear, hear!

the State.
Oprosriox Meusers : Hear, hear!
Mr. TAYLOR: There are complaints

made about Australia being a pununy pro-
ducing country only, and sending her pro-
ducts to other parts of the world to be
manufactured there. If we want to sce the
cotton industry stabilised—and there appears
to be a very satisfactory prospect in front
of it for a few years to come—I thmk that
investigations shouid be made to see if it is
not possible to establish manufactories in
Rockhampton and other towns near where
the cotton will be grewn.

The Premier: I naght inform the hon.
gentleman  that a  delegation of manufac-
turers s coming to Quu:ns‘and and they
will wailt on the Queeunsland Government
and discuss that matter with us.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am very pleased to know
that the Government are going to discuss
that matter with the manufacturers of Eng-
land. .

Mr. Rrorpax: Your party were over fifty
vears in office, and you never established
any manufactures in Queensland.

Mr., TAYLOR:

I hope, when thesc men
come here, that something will be done to
assist the manufacturmg industries in this
State. Even if it costs £250,000 or £500,000.
I think the money should be found by the
Commonwealth and the various States in
order to have more manufactures established
in Australia.

Mr., STorFCRD: Give us that amount and
w2 can start them at Mount Morgan, where

: have all the facilities.

Mr. TAYLOR : You lost more than that
amount on your State enterpriscs last year.

Mr. BRENNAN : You arc advocating another
State enterprise.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not suggest for one
moment that it should be a State enter-
puae I suggest that we should give a bonus
to the lnglish manufacturers to encourage
them to come out here and establish their
secondary industrics here.

Mr. BrENNAX: In Toowoomba ?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, in Toowoomba. It
will be money well spent, even if it costs
£500,000. In dealing with the sugar indus-
try, ‘the Treasurer states in the TFinancial
Statement—

‘“The Government deem it advisable,
therefore, to appoint a Royal Commis.
sion to inquire into and report upon the
question of the number of new mills
that should be erected and the most
suitable locations.”’

Mr. CorLiNs: Hear, hear! Frect them
i the North, which is free from frosts

[Mr. Taylor.
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Mr. TAYLOR: The hon.
Bowen says ¢ Hear, hear!”
me to-night.

Mr. BRENNAN :

member for
He agrees with

You speak very good stuff

at times.
Mr. TAYLOR: Thank you. I am sorry
I cannot return the compliment. (Laughter.)
Mr. RIorpDaN: You are not generous

enough. You cannot even give away a com-
pllmgnt You can only give away bonds.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the Government wish
to find out which is the most suitable loca-
tion for erecting mills, they ha\e officers in
the Agricultural Department who have suf-
ficient knowledge and ability to say where
the mills should be erected.

The Premier: We must let the local
people give evidence before a Commission.

Mr. TAYLOR: Let them give evidence
be’"o“, your own officers. The experience
> have had of Royal Commissions has not
b(on too satisfactorv. The men who have
been dealing with the sugar industry in the
department, assisted by thn lccal autherity
men in the sugar-growing areas, and by the
practical sugar-growers, will soon dccide
as to the most suitable locations. I know
everyone will say that their place is the best
site for & mill;” but, after all the evidence
has been Lollpotfd, it should be scttled by
the officers of the depsrtment, and I Go not
sce gny ncm«ltv f01 the appomtmmﬂ' of a
Royal ‘Commission in the direction indicated
in the Financial Statement.

The Primizr: Who is to collect the
evid:mee if it is not done Ly a Royal Com-
mission ?

Mr. TAYLOR Let it be done by the
officers of the Agricultural ‘Department
associated with the sugar industry.

The PREMIER:
Royal Commission, so
evidence.

Mr. TAYLOR: So long as you do not
appoint members of Parliament I do not
care. I have no time for members of Dar-
liament as members of Royval Commissions.
I sav that they are a most incompetent body
of men to put on a Royal Commission,

The PrEmizr: I quite agres
far as the Opposition are concorned.
ment laughter.)

Mr., TAYLOR: The Premier agrees with.

We will appoint them as a
that they can take

with yvouw, so
(Govern-

me all along, only he is too f1 ghtened to
say it. e Tnows that w vhat I say is quite
correct.

The PreEvier: The Royal Commission will
not consist of members of Parliament.

Mr. TAYLOR : That is all right. I am
sorry that there is no mention in the Financial
Statement of what arrangements are being
made in regard to maturing loans.

Wir. BrReExNAY : They will be all right.

Mr. TAYLOR: We Lknow that the
£1,000,000 duc to the Bank of England has
been psid, and we know that Treasury bills
amounting to £1,124,750 have been partially
converted and part paid in cash; but we have
no information as to what arrangements the
Premier has made for the loans amounting
to £1,762,000 which are maturing next year,
or for the £13,000,000 which are maturing in
1925. Members of Parliament will recollect
that, when Mr. Denham went home to
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arrange about the conversion of the
£11,000,000 of loan money, fortunately for
Queensland, he was able to make a very
satisfactory arrangement. Queensland is to
be congratulated on the fact that we have
had no loans maturing in the last few years.
If the £13,000,000 which mature in 1924 had
had to be converted or arranged for a couple
of years ago, we should have found that the
State would have been landed in millions of
pounds extra interest during the term of
both loans. I think it is necessary that
arrangements should be made at the carliest
possible momeut to get the best terms we
possibly can in regard to the £13,000,000,
which we know we have got to convert,
because wo know we cannot pocclbly pay it.
I hope the Premier will be able to give us
some information as to the intentions of the
Government in regard to maturing loans.

The Premizr: I may say that at this very
moment I am in conference with Sir Denison
Miller on that very subject.

Mr. TAYLOR:
that information.

Mr. BRENNAN :

Mr. TAVLOR: I am surprised; but I do
not mind that. I am an Australian and a
Queenslandey. (Hear, hear!) I want to see
Queensland go ahead, and ¥ want to see
Australia becomas the finest country in the
world. It is the finest country in the world.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. BRENNAN:

Mr. TAYLOR:

I am very glad to get

You are surprised?

Why defame it?

I have never defamed it.
The hon. member {for Toowocomba has
defamed it. In fact, he is the worst adver-
tisement that Queensland has got from one
end of the State to the other.

Mr. BreExnax: I am a noble son of Queens-
land. (Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to sce Queensland

occupied by u prosperous and happy com-
munity. We want to sce some changes
brought about in order to help the people

of this State. 1In so far as manufactures are
concerned, we want to sce that the men who
are r mponnhlu for carrying on our secondary
industries are not penahied by taxation, as
comparcd with the other States of the Com-
monwealth. If we want this to be a manu-
facturing couniry, we have to do all we can
to spread the taxation over as many people
as possible. I find from the last report of
the Comimissioner of Taxes that there are
10,000 or 11,000 more people paying income
tax than was the case in the previous year.
I hope that next year there will be 20,000
more paying the tax. We arve only going
to get the prosperous Quecnsland which we
all so earnestly wish for and so ecarnestly
desire by increasing the number who pay. the
taxes. We cannot carry on all the activities
of government in this State with the aid of
a few hundred or a fow thousand individuals.
We want to have a large stream of immi-
grants coming in to il our empty spaces.
We want to develop our agricultural areas
as much as we possibly can, especially where
we have opened railways. In all my criti-
cism of the Railway Department, I have
never found any fault with the men in charge
of them. I believe we have efficient managers
in chayge of our railways.

Mr. Brenwan: And workers, too.

Mr. TAYLOR: No word has ever been
said by me against the men in charge of the
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Railway Department, because they arc effi-
cient rallway managers. But I have said that
there is too much political control excrcised
in the railway management in Queensland,
and we have suffered on account of that. If
our railway managers were given freer con-
trol of the great activity they are mdnaamg,
then it would be better for Queensland in
every way.

OpposITION MEeMBERS : Hear,

Mr., EDWARDS (¥anungo): In dealing
with the Fmancml btatement and particu-
larly with the increase in taxatlon, I want
to prove that the statements made very often
on the mhu side of the House that heavy
taxation does not hit the workers of the
State hard is incorrect. That cry is repeatedly
heard from members on the Government

hear!

benches, particularly the hon. member for
Bowen.
Mr. CorLins : Hear, hear!

Mr. EDWARDS: I want to prove to that
hon. member that the heavier the taxation
imposed on the wealthy, the greater the bur-
den, under our p1esent conditions, that the
workers of this State have to CAllv, whether
they be farmers or mdusbrnl workers., We
find that there has been an inerease of nearly
£380,000,000 in taxation since this Government
came into power. In the first place, the man
on the land has been largely 1espon51ble for
that taxation. In hundreds of cases, I think
I would be safe in saying that in thousands
of cases, h» has been’ forced to discontinue
the <-mplm ment of men to assist in improving
his property. Then, zgain, heavy taxation
iruposed on the business man hits the worker
also, because the business man naturally
cores to the conclusion that to carry on in
:inessiike way he must pass on that
taxation to the people Who buy his
goods, who are largely the workers in the
State. bnfoltuna,tel_x “the man on the land
is the lavgest buver of goods from the business
man. Ie has first of all to pay income tax
on what he ecarns.

Mr. Brs : And bank interest.

Mr. EDWARDS: Yos;
from the bank to meet his incotne tax.
he is hit with land tax.

Mr. CorLLixs: 1,600 persons
of the land tax.

At 8.54 p.m.

Mr. F. AL C OOPER (Bremer), ons of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relicved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. EDWARDS: He is hit also through
the gooolu he buys from the business man.
The farmer or the man in the backblocks who
1\ trying to improve the country is not placed
in ths same position as the industrial worker.
For every article that the industrial worker
has to buy the unfortunate producer has to
buy twenty. He first of all has to feed his
family and clothe them on exactly the same
footing as the industrial worker. Then, while
the industrial worker simply goes to his
work and home from it, there is never a time
when the fdrmer visits town or the m*y that
he does not take home something to improve
his farm, something which runs into ten times
the amount of money the clothing of his
family costs. That proves beyond a doubt
that, if you imposc heavy taxation, the
industrial worker and the farmer help to
pay it, but that the farmer is in a very much
worse position than the industrial worker.
Largely the heavy taxation and the need for

Mr. Edwards.]

heav y

he has to borrow
Then

pay the whole
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confidence are the causes of unemployment in
Queensland to-day.

Mr. Brenxax: What about New South
Wales with a ILiberal Government?

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, for two months. I
consider that Queensland stands out above
any other State in her need of development
and the necessity of having no man
unemployed.

Mre. Pease interjected.

Mr. EDWARDS: Gentlemen like the hon.
member  who has thrown that interjection
across the Chamber are the causes of this
unemployment—men who are making big
profits out of the workers and then come to
represent them in this House.

Mr. Wrpninerox : Men like Bob Hodge?

Mr. EDWARDS: He was a good fellow.
Here is a comparison of the way in which
taxation has been raised during the régime
of the I.abour Government in Queensland.

The S RETARY FOR MINES interjected.

Mr. EDWARDS: If I had to go all over
the State of Queensland to get a secat, like

the hon. member, I would stay out of pohtlcs
all my life. The table I refer to is as
follows : —
Source of Revenue. 1914-15. 1921-22.
£

Taxation . 934,457 ‘
Land Revenrue .., 981,608,
Mining R.eceipts 25,181 1
Railways . . 3,782,070
QOther Receipts... (3-11 531

Totals... ... £ 7,202,658 ’

Mr. CouLixs: Give us the proportional
merease in population.

Mr. EDWARDS: A big percentage are
unemployed. That shows an increase in
taxation of £2,465,838; in land revenue of

£5563,927; in mining recceipts of £8,377; in
railways of £1.333,270; in other receipts of
£623,970—a  total increase of £5,108,720.

Does that not prove that the bur-
[9 p.m.] den of taxation has been raised
to an cnormous extent during the
reign of this Labour Govermmnent, and that
the workers of this State—swhether ther be
wadustrial workers or settlers on the Lwd—
are largely pasing that faxation? There is
1o argument agamat it. The expenditure
ia 191415 was £7,199,399. In 1921-22 it was
£12,499.970, or an increase of £5,300,571. I
hold that this Government have had the
handling of £5.000,000 more than was
handled in 1914-15. What have they done
with it?
Mr. Corrins: They have handled it well.

Mr. EDWARDS: Where are the
ductive works in which the workers
State should be employed?

Mr., Riompax: Go along the North
Railway ?

Mr. BrexxaN: Go to Toowcomba and see
the progress that has becen made there.

Mr. EDWARDS: There has been unneces-
sary cxpenditure such as this—motor.car for
the Agent-General from February to June,
1920, £1,125; send-off to the late Agent-
General and travelling expenses, £2,413;
prmtu‘g and dlﬁtrxbutmg the TLicutenant-
Governor’s Speech, £2,723.

{3y, Edwards.

repro-
of this

Coast
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The Preyisr: We would not pay that to
distribute that Speech.

Mr. EDWARDS: There was a loss of
£2.000 on the lime pulveriscr sent to Rock-
hampton. So far as State enterprises are
concerned, the hon. gentleman who is at the
head of the State enterprises knows that they
are a burden on the State. I am satistied
that, if he gave a fair opinion, he would
say, “ Let us get out of them at once.”
Tvery member of the Government would
say that, if he thought there was a possi-
bility of getting out of those things and
saving their skins.

Mr. Rrorpax: Why did you make appli-
cation for a State butcher shop?

Mr. EDWARDS: I did not;
want them up there.

Mr. Disua: Would you close them all up?

My, EDWARDS: I would get out of them
the best way possible. TLet them be handled
on truc co-operative lines. I am a Hrm
believer in frue co-cperation, and have been
(vpposod always to socialisation. I will quote
a few figures to show the enormous increase
in the expenditure on out-door relief, They
show what the position of the State is
(inancially and from an unemployed point
of view

we do not

£
1914-15 5,870
1915-16 16,188
1916-17 9,379
1917-18 9,153
1918-19 26,412
1918-20 78.860
1920-21 120,520
1921-22 177,019

That proves that, from an industrial workers’
point. “of view, the State is not in the posi-
tion in which it should be.

Mr. BrExNan: Why?

Mr. EDWARDS: Largely on account of
the enormous taxation that has been imposed
upon the people. Another reason is that
the Government have constantly interfered
in a socialistic way with private (’ﬂf"’lpllSO,
they have attempred at everr turn to set up
socialisation by tho e%mhhthcnt of State
butcher shops and things like that. I am
sure that hon. gentlemen opposite realise it.

am sure that the Premier realises the
ty for turning round and assisting,
before it is too late, the industries which
for the last scven years the Covernment have
been attempting to break. When they came
into office the Government thought that all
they had to do was to impese taxation. They
found that they were wrong. and that they
had to work this State fl\’)"’) a business point
of view. Now, after the farmers, the
graziers, and the pdstmahah have put off
thousands of workmen, the Government are
discovering the necessity f01 taking money
out of the Treasury to assist these perplo
That has taken place on account of the

cuormous population that is constantly mov-
m:; from the country districts into {he cities.
To remedy that state of affairs, it is ncces-
sary to give the people in the country dis-
tricts—and in the eitiex also, f01 that matter
—= fair chance. Let there be confidence;
assist with railway ecommunication and in
other ways those who are prepared to bring
capital here and develop the State.

My, Rrorpax: You say that there is no
confidence, I.ook at the building that is
going on in the city.
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Mr. EDWARDS: It is all going on in
Brisbane; there is none going on in country
towns to- dm The secondary industries of
this State zhould be assisted in every shape
and form. Whenever sccondary industries
have been attempted they have been blocked
by Labour legislation. According to fgures
we find that factories have been erecied in
Victoria and other Southern States to an
sxtent of more than 400 per cent. in com-
pa.usor‘ with Quecensland. We find that
little concerns, such as tanneries and other
like industries. are being removed from this
Weate to Melbourne, because they can be
worked under botter conditions.

Mr. BrexxaN: Why don’t yeu go back to
famous Victoria ?

The TEMPORARY CITATRMAN : Order!
I must ask hon. gentlemen ro cease interject-
ing. otherwise I will take the steps provided
by the Standing Orders.

My, EDWARDS: very assistance should
be given to establishing sccondary industries
in our State. I do not care what (Govern-
ment 18 in power, it is absolutely neccessary
that that should he done. We are sending a
great deal of our raw material over the
water to be manufactured in other countrics.
That not only means expense in conncction
with freight, but that thousands of workmen
are employed on the other side of the water
in the manufacture of our raw material.
“he manufactured article is brought back to
this State, which means that an additional
“xpense is incurred in freight. That state
of affairs also exists in connection with raw
material sent to the Southern States. We
have hundreds of factories in New South
Wales and Victoria bandling such produce as
weol, hides, tallow, maize. ete.  All that raw
material iz ploduced plentifuily in our own
State, yet it is sent down to other States to
be manufactured and to be treated, and then
the article is sent back o this State to our
OWIL CHNEUMCTS,

Mr. BREXNAN : Why iz that s0?

Mr. EDWARDS: It is because of the legis-
lation passed by the Labour Government.
i am sure that the Government must realise
that, _from the point of view of the State,
that is not a business proposition. The
Government are rcalising to-day that it is
tuecessary to remeve as tar as possible the
burden of taxation from the producers of
this State. The Commonwealth Government
arc often quoted b\' hon. members opposite

#s a Government who have done nothmg for
the producers; but we sce by tfo-night's

““Telegraph’” that not only have they
decided to reduce their salarics. but have

decided to decrease taxation. The heading

in the “ Telegraph” reads—
¢ EXPENDITURE SUBSTANTIALLY
DECREASE IN TAXATION.”

Mr. PrasE: Dr. Rarle Page, the leader of
the Country party in the Federal House, said
that it was only a “ bunch of carrots.”

Mr. _ED\VARDS: The Premicr this after-
noomn, in answer to a question, quoted a wire
sent to Dr. Farle Page by Mr. Edkins.
Unfortunately, the hon. gentieman did not
quote the whole of it, but did what he did in
connection with the report taken in shorthand
by the person under the table in his office. 1
think it is only fair and just, particularly in
the case of the Premier, that he should quote
the whole of the wire.

REDTCED.

[18 Avcust.]
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The PrREMIER : Does the hon. member stand
Edkins' wire?
Mr. EDWARDS:
man
Federal Parliament.
Mr. DasH: That man stands by
Hughes. Where does the hon.
now ?

Mr. EDWARDS: ““Billy” Hughes trained
all the hon. members opposite. The whole
of the wire should have been quoted in order
that its true meaning could have been ascer-
iained. The Premier did not do that when
he quoted the wire sent by Mr. Idkins to
Dr, Karle Page.

The PreMiEz: I am afraid the hon.
ber is hopeless.

Mr. EDWARDS: I know the Premier will
be hopeless after this week, Dr. Karle Page
is largely responsible for what the Federal
Government are now doing.

Mr. Pease: They have been forced to do
it, otherwise they could not carry on.

Mr. BDWARDS: The Country party in
thi: Housc is largely responsible for  the
changed attitude of the presient Government.
The (“ommv party is responsible for the
Premier going out with a vote-catching pri-
mary producers’ organisation argument.

XIr. Brexxaxv: 'The hon. member opposed
it

Mr. EDWARDS: I did not.

do not. I
it out in the

I certainly
who read

¢ Billy”
member stand

mem-

The Opposi-

tion made the measure as good as they
possibly could. We improved it Th'e
amount voted for the Department of Agri-

culture since 1919 is—

£
1919-20 92,448
1920-21 121,652
1921-22 133,323
1922-23 178, 971

That shows an increase of £86 487 in the
vote in four yeavs. The influence of the
organisations in the country distriets and
the mﬂn‘nce of the Country party in this
House is rosponsible for the Labour Govern-
ment coming forward with assistance to
agricultural districts which has been denied
during the scven years of Labour rule. Tt is
necessary in the interests of this State, not
only to build railways, but at every turn to
cncourage the development of our lands by
different land laws, and to give the people
confidence to build homes for themselvos by
giving them the opportunity of some day

making their holdings freehold. I am satis-
fied that there is not one member in this
Home whether he represents Labour or not,
who does not like to know that some day
the home he is working for will belong to
himself.

Mr. Cornixs: How much did you pay in
rent when you were in Victoria?

Ar. EDWARDS: 1 paid nothing in rent
in Victoria, because I left it when a boy.
I am sure that even the conservative
member for Bowen would like to know that
some day his home will belong to himself
and not to the State.

On evory ocgasion that the Labour Go-
vernment have gone to the country they
have tried to get a “ bogey” or catch-cry in
order to dvlud(‘ the electors and draw them
off tho real issue. In 1915 they went to the
electors on the ‘“ cheap food” ery. They
howled that from one end of Queensland to’

Mr. Edwards.]

1
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the other. On the last occcasion they went
before the electors with a cry about that
awful delegation.
Mr. BULCOCK :
the delegation?

Mr. EDWARDS: I think that, if three
men could stop the Labour Gov crnment from
ruling Queensland, as the Premicr stated
from practically every platform in Queens-
land, then he ocught fo give up the reins
of government to someone else who is pre-
pared to govern the State in a proper way,
so that conlidence will be restored.

The Premier: The hon. member made a
nﬁistake. It was two men who tried—not
three,

Mr. EDWARDS: On every cccasion they
have attempted to delude the clectors by
these bogey cries. But what do we find
on this occasion? That the Premier deluded
‘two men into his office.  (Government
laughter.) What For the purpose of
getting a bogey with which to go to the
electors.

Thé PREMIER:
Boyce?

Mr. EDWARDS:

What do you think about

for?

Do you follow Garbutt or

I follow my own con-
science, and that is more than the hon.
5011tlunan does. The other night the Pre-
mier dropped a bombshell, as he called it,
in the House. He seemed very pleased with
himself. He was under the impression that
he had got his boges cry on which he could
again go to the electors, but to-night he
does not feel like that at all., The hottom
has fallen out of his bombshell, and to-night
he feels very sorry that he ever introduced
it. It is high time that all this sort of
thing was given up.

Mr., WINSTANLEY :
ap.

Mr., EDWARDS: If I had as much to
give up, from that point of view, as the
hon. member has, I would be out for the
rest of my life. If this State is to become
the great State we believe it should be—I
am satisfied, in spite of all that has been
said or not cald by hon. members opposite,
that they still believe in this great State—
it is necessary that w should go to the
electors on a fair and squaze issuc, and not
by everlastingly drawing these red herrings
across the track to try and deceive the elec-
tors. In spite of all the things that have
been done by the Governmment to keep in
power, on every occasion where they have
gone to the electors they have come back
with their numbers considerably lessened.

Mr. Brrcock: We increased our
the election bcfore last.

Mr. EDWARDS:
sequently ?

Mr. Kixg:
the last time.

At 9.25 pom.,

The CusirMaxy resumed the chair.

Mr. EDWARDS: I am safe in saying
that, in spite of the gerrymandering that
has taken place in connection with the coun-
try electorates, the next time ther have to
face the elecfms we shall be done with
socialism in this House. It is quite impos-
sible for the Premier to sit on the rail any
longer, so far as the industrial workers and
the farmers of this State are concorned. He

. must come out and show himself, It is
impossible for a man, no matter how strong

[3Mr. Edwards.

You had better give it

majority
What happened sub-

It was an Irishman’s inecrease

[ASSEMBLY.] Legislative Assembly, Etc., Bill,

he may be, to run with the hare and hunt
with the hounds, as the Premier is trying
to do to-day. He must make himself right
with the industrial workers of this State
and advocate what they stand for; that is,
the nationalisation of practically evervthmg
produced in this State. The Premier can-
not go to the producers of this State and
say, 1 believe in co-operation; I beheve
in you handling your own business.” It is
quife impossible for him to advocate that
principle, because the industrial workers
consider that they should get the produce
of the farmers as cheaply as they possibly
can. Will anyone say that it is a scund
argument for the Pronner to tell the pro-
ducers that he is going to give them high
prices for their butter, meat, and other
products, and then say to the workers that
they are going to get those products_at the
lowest posslblc rate? The Premier will have
to come out in the open in a very short time,
or cise his name will be forgotten so far as
politics are concerned in Queensland
The House resumed.

The Cuarryan reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.
[9.30 p.m.]
L.EGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoc) = T beg to move—
*“ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Qucstion put; and the House divided:—

AYEs, 33.

Mr. Barber Mr. Huxham

,» Brennan ,, Jones, A. J.

.. Buleock ,, Kirwan

,. Collins ,,» Land

,» Conroy ,» Larcombe

- Coope1 AL ,, Mullan

., Cooper, W. ., Tayne

,» Coyne ., Dease

., Dash ., Pollock

,, Dunstan ,, Riordan

,» Ferricks ,, Ryan

,, TFoley ,, mmith

,, Forde ,, Stopford

,, Gilday ,» Theodore

,» Gillies ., Wellington

. Gledson ,, Winstanley

., Hartley

Tellers: Mr. Dash and Mr. F. A. Cooper.
Nozs, 33.

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. King

,, Barmes, W. H. ,, logan

,» Bebbington ,» Maegreger

,,» Bell ,, Maxwell

,» Brand ,, Moore

,, Cattermull ,, Morgan

,, Clayton ., Nott

,, Corser ,, Peterson

,,» Costello ,, Petrie

,, Deacon ,, Roberts, .T H.C.
., Ldwards 4 Roberts . R
,, Elphinstone ,, Sizer

,, Fletcher . Swayne

., Fry ,, Taylor

,, QGreen ,» Vowles

,, Jones, J. ., Warren

,, Kerr

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Catfermull.

The SPEAKER : “ Ayes,” 33 “ Noes,” 33.

I give my casting
The question is

Th» voting being equal
vote with the  Ayes.”
resolved in the affirmative.

The House adjourned at 8.35 p.m.





