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TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bortram, lrfaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS' ORGANISA­
TlO=" BILL. 

ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER announc<?d the receipt 
fron1 the Governor of a ml·ssago conveying 
His Excelleucy's assent to this Bill. 

PERSONc\L EXPLA:\TATI0::-.1. 
:Mr. COLLINS (Bowm) : I desire to make 

a personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of rh~ 

House that the hon. member for Bow~n be 
allowed to make a personal explanatior,: 

HONOURABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLI:\TS: I notice in to-day's 
"Courier," and also in tho ''Daily Mail," a 
telegram from Townsville, which reads--

" Que:,tioned concerning thf.-' comrnf'nts 
by Yl:r. Co!Ens, M.L.A., and the Minist,_,r 
for Justice (Mr. Mullan) on lho: circular 
recently issued to graziers and others by 
the Northern division of the Country 
party," etc. 

T \Yish to state that I aqked no question 
in this House on that subject; that question 
was asked by the hon. member for Gregory 
(Mr. Pollock). I would like those newspapers 
to make that correction. I am in acc'lrd, 
however, with the question, and with thG 
reply given by the Minister. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

PHECEDENCE OF GovERN)!ENT Bu~mEss ox 
'l'HURSD\Y. 

The PREMIER (l-Ion. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoc): I beg to move-

" That during the remainder of this 
session. unless otherwise ordered Govern­
ment businesc do take precedm{ce of all 
other busine -<S at 3 p.n1. on Thursday in 
each week." 

QueJtion put and passed. 

WANT OF CO:::.rFIDENCE MOTIO:::.r. 

::\Ir. VOWLES (Dalby), who, on rising to 
speak, ,vYas greeted with Opposition " :Hear, 
hears ! and Government laughter, said: I 
beg to move-

" That the Government -does not pos,:ess 
the confidence of this Hou.-e or of the 
electors of Queensland." 

I remember, on the last occasion on which I 
had thE> privilege of moving a motion of want 
of confidence, I referred to the lack of 
decorum displayed by the rank and file of 
the Government party. I am rather sur­
prised to see that the Premier is the leader 
in that respect on this occasion. If oYer a 
1nan occupying tho position of Prornier had 
reason to sink into his hole and hide himself. 
that is the case 1vith the Premier to-dav: 
(Government laughter.) · 

In moving the motion standing m my 
name, I ask hon. gentlemen to look at this 
matter from a national point of Yiew. 
(Government laughter.) I ask hon. members 
opposite not to look at this matter from the 
petty, trivial, and small-minde-d point of 
view in which they do and in which they 
have done in the past. It is all very v ell for 
hon. member, oppo,ite to go out into thei1· 
electorates whispering to their constituents 
that they are not at one with the Premier in 
his policy, as they are doing at the present 
time. They get up on occasions in this House 
and make expressions which thev intend to 
use during the elections for thci''r own per­
son~! purpose~. To-day they have an oppor­
tumt:-' of domg something practicaL (Go­
vernment laughter.) Hon, members opposite 
in the past have fallen into line, and no 
doubt they will do so again to-day. 

Mr. RYA:-1: You have got ono; you will not 
get an:y more. 

A GcVIlRX~rENT ME~!BER : The price is not 
big enough. 

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. member is talk­
ing about price, perhaps he is btlking about 
something that appeared in to-day's papers. 
Let me say that I want to dissociate myself 
from anything that appeare-d. (Government 
laughter.) 

The PREMIER: You will hear all about it 
later on. 

Mr. VOWLES : I will give the hon. gentle­
man an OJ1portunity of saying anything pub­
licly. 

The PREMIER: I will make a speech later 
on. 

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. gentleman is 
not game to sacr anvthing outside so far as 
I am concerned. If he does, he will very 
soon get a writ from me, It is admitted on 
all sides that the Government have outliYed 
their usefulness, if they ever had any nseful-

[Hon. E. G. Theodo1·e. 

ne-,s. \V c find now that that statement i& 
made in all quarters. It is being publicly 
expressed by the Labour organisations and 
by tho official newspapers which are supposed 
to represent the Government, and it is also 
being made by indiviuu"l members in the 
community. Thoro ",J s a time when the 
Labour Press stood manfully behind the Go­
vernment, but to-da.Y we ftnd it speaking 
openly, and telling the Government that the 
time has arrived when they should retire and 
give the elector, of Qucen:-land <Ill oppor­
tunity of deciding 1Yhcther their policy is to 
be continued for the futuro. The ch'ctors are 
the judges of these 111atters, rralising that, 
\vhen the Government VYCl'O put into povler 

on the last occasion, it was on a well-defined 
lino of policy which is not now being adherud 
to. 'vV c find this delllOCi a tic Government in 
the rt:Inarkub1e po -it ion of occupying the 
Treasury benches C'arrying out thei1· legii'la­
tion and administration without faimoss to 
the country when they represent :>~ minority 
of the people. Ho1Y on earth the Premier, 
who calb himself a democrat, can reconcile 
that position 1vith dernocrac:: I am at a loss 
to know. I woul-d like to imprc-_s upon the 
Prc1nicr, and upon hon. n1cmbors who sit 
!>chin-cl him, that during the last election the 
elPctorates wore not cquitably distributed, 
with the n'sult that twelve electorates 
rrturncr1 twelve Labour rcpresPntativc..; to 
this House representing a smaller number 
of e]t,rtor, than was reprr~t'ntcd bv six hon. 
memb0rs sitting in opposition. That being 
so. and the Gov('rnn1E'Ilt having novr brought 
about a rcdlstribntlon of electoral Hr0as, I 
sav it wu.-; their dutv then to have brou'Sht 
ab~ut an plcction-ri1oro particularly when 
they represent a minority of the ,electors-to 
decide which policy was to contmue in the 
future. 

The· ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. :Mul!an, 
Jllirulcrs): There was no election after the 
redistribution in 1910. 

Mr. VO\~'LES : The position was alto· 
g·ethcr -different in 1910. We did not have 
the position that arose when the Premier 
roprc--ented about 2,000 votes, while the hon. 
member for Bulimba represented about six 
times that number. 

The PRE1!IER: In that Parliament we 
had one member who represented only 800 
voters. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Government claim to 
be democratic; and, if they acted on demo­
cratic lines, the proper thing for them to do 
,, a' to get another mandate from the people. 
Time has gone on, and we find the Govern­
ment are not ea rrying out their electioneer­
ing promises. They have betrayed the trust 
that was placed in thorn by the electors. 
They have gone back on the public service, 
and repudiated promise-, which "ere made 
and repeated again within the past few 
n'onths, 'When an hon. gentleman who 
occupies tho positjon of a Minister in this 
House to-dav was a candidate at the 
Paddington li':v-clection, he and many other 
prominent members of the Government party 
publicly proclaimed that on no account 
·would tbey be a party to a reduction of 
wages. Not only have they brought about 
that reduction, but they have done it in the 
face of the opposition of their own following. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : \V e gained a 
majority at that election. 

Mr. VOWLES: We find now that the 
seorets of the cauous are being let out 
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Lecause it suits certain individual members, 
but the members who represent a minority 
in the caucus are not prepared to stand with 
the Oppc;sition and add their weight to 
clcfen t tho Government. 

Mr. RYA};: Wbo offered them bonds? 
(GoYernmcnt laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: I would not like to offer 
bonds to the hon. member. In 1918 tbe 
Government represented a majority of 24,000 
electors after the election. In 1920 they 
represented a minority of 20.000 electors. 
That shows that 44,000 doctors of Queensland 
changed their Yic·.vs in that short space of 
time. 

The PREThTJER: Kothing of the sort. If a 
majorily of 20,000 is changed into a minority 
of 20,000, it doP? not mean that 40,000 electors 
have chn,nged their views. 

· :".1r. VO\YLES: If you go from a majority 
of 24,000 down to a minority of 20.000, I 
think that make a difference of 44,000. 

The l'REi\fiER : It does not. 

Mr. VOWLES: The conduct of business in 
this House by the Government is not only 
unique, but it, is unprecedented and uncon­
stitutional. I called your attention before, 
Mr. Speaker, to the position which has 
arisen here. \Ve find laws bcin;:; altered and 
fr,·sh legislation being enacted all bv t}H' 
casting Yotc of yourself, Mr. Speaker "or of 
the Chairman. ' 

The Pm::liiER: That Is not unprecedented. 

:Mr. VO\YLES: I could understand that 
happening occasionally; but, when it 
becomes the rule, it is the duty of the 
Government to consider the position and 
not to place you, Mr. Speaker, and the 
Chairman of Committees in the invidious 
position you have been placed in daily when 
you have had to take the whole of the onus 
of the alteration or creation of laws. In 
regard to the financial administration of the 
f}overnment, we are asked this year to find 
~ very much larger revenue than has eve1· 
;,ccn four.d :a the past. (Government 
~aughtc::.} 

TJ:," PREMIER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. VOWLES: When this Government 
came into. beiug, the amount of money that 
was reqmred to run the services of the 
State from ordinary reve:'ue was, roughly, 
seven and a-quarter millions. We are 
rapidly approaching the stage now when it 
is necessary to find 100 per cent. more to do 
the same service. In •pite of the fact that 
there has been a recognised decrease in the 
cost of ordinary services, material, .and in 
other directions, t~e Government, who urge 
economy on public servants-who compel 
them to economise by forcibly reducing their 
":age,-are not carrying out the same prin­
Ciple themselves. But they are requiring more 
money to carry on, and, yet, in the face of 
forcibly taking a" ay from the public ser­
van.ts. the s,ur:' ?f, roughly, £300,000, they 
anllmpate hmshm" up th1s Year's transac­
tions with a deficit of £576.0oci: I would like 
to kno",' where this is going to end. How 
can any business be carried on on those 
!ines? It leads only to one goal, and that 
" the goal of insolvency. Not only have 
the Gov~rmnent had, and not only will they 
have th:s year, a record revenue, but they 
propose to spend the reYenuc and a sum of 
money from the Loan and Trust Funds 
totalling in the vicinity of £10,000,000. The 

Go1-ernmcnt came into being on a policy of 
no borrowing except on reproductive works. 
Yet we f1nd that they have borrowed 
£33,000,000 during the time they have been 
ill power, and that the public debt has 
increased from £52.000,000 to £85,000,000. I 
'· ould like to kmH~ if there are any of the 
works which have been carried out by 
this Government which can be considered 
reprodnctiyc works. In rnany cases they 
were expcrin1Clltal; in n1any Cftses they have 
been begun and never finished-never 
b:ought to a paying point-with the result 
that \\'P haYc had for many years past some 
hundreds of thousands of pounds tied up in 
useless work-work which is depreciating by 
the fact that cartlnYorks arc being \Yashed 
away and not one penny is being earned 
lJecausc the work v, as ncYcr cotnplcted. Are 
we to continue to carry on jn, that way? 
Are \VC to n1ortgage and keep on mortgaging 
and piling up debts for posterity? Should 
the Government who told us they were 
going to carry o~ all their public ,,·orfts out 
of revonuo, be permitted to carry on m this 
way when they cannot show any return for 
the money they arc spending? I know of 
railways costing thousands of pounds which 
wPre begun three or four years ago and 
v;hich are now lying dormant. The cap!tal 
is tiC'd up, and we have not got the sorvwes 
of the railways which are partly finished, 
but which are paying interest all the time. 

'l'he SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The per­
centage of money invested in unopened lin~s 
is not so big under this Government as It 
was under your Goverumcnt. 

Mr. VOWLES: The point is this-that, 
when the Government came into being, we 
wore paying £1 Ss. 2d. in ,direct taxation per 
capita, and to-day we are paying £4 Ss. 10d., 
and 40 ner cent. of the revenue which the 
State Lll~c'. from the public through this vast 
taxation has to go in payment of interest on 
the public debt. In 1914-15 the rate of 
interest per capita was £2 18s. 5d., and 
to-day it is £4 Ss. 4d. 

The PHE}!IER: You have been reading the 
''Courier.'' 

Mr. VO\VLES: I have not been reading 
the " Courier." I have been getting the 
figures from official sources. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Vhy not quote South Aus­
tralia and Western Australia? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not. dealing with 
South Australia or Western Australia, but 
with local conditions ; I am dealing with 
thi, Government, who have bad a seven years' 
tenure of office, and who have been drifting 
and further drifting, and are growing worse 
every year. It is for that reason that I 
appeal to hon. members sitting behind the 
Premier to assist us to help to bring this 
thing to a close by allowing the electors to 
decide whether the Government are to carry 
on this conduct in the future or not. 
(Government laughter.) It is propos~d that 
a sum of £5,000.000 shall be spent th1s year 
from the Loan Fund, in what direction we 
do not know altogether, but a good deal 
of it is going to be spent in railway con­
struction and in developing certain schemes 
in the Bm·nett and other districts. I would 
like to know how the Government propose 
to get any return out of the money which 
is to be expended in these ventures if they 
are not going to have a healthy immigration 
policy, and if they arc not going to do the 
same as \Vestern Australia is doing-that is, 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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encourage people with capital and enterprise 
to come to Queensland and settle in these 
areas when they are made fit for settlement. 
We a re told on the one hand that the 
Govern1ncnt are going in one direction, .and 
on the other hand we are. told that the 
Trades and Labour Council will not permit 
the Go\ ernment to bring m immigrants 
Lmder any circumstances. 

cvlr. HAHTLEY: That is not true. It is only 
while there are unemployed m Queensland. 

Mr. VOWLES : So long as the Govern­
ment carry on their policy of inducing loafers 
from the other States to come to Queensland 
where they will be kept for nothing by the 
Government, you will have unemployed here 
for all time. 

~.1r. HAR'rLEY: You haxe no authority to 
9ay that the Trades and Labour Council are 
against l1nmigration. It is only while there 
are unemployed in Queensland. 

Mr. VOWLES: I read it in the papers. 
If the Government would onl v administer 
the relief in a proper way without encour­
agmg people to loaf for the purpose oE 
getting relief, you would get rid of the 
unemployed. 

Mr. DASH: You call them loafers? 

1\Ir. VOWLES: Yes. I have heard of 
cases where single men have refused work 
and yet they get rations. If a police officer 
can sho'\v that a young man has been offered 
work and that he refuses to take it, his 
ration, should bo stopped. T.hat is the only 
way to bring such men to thPir senses. I 
admit that the Government have a very 
-difficult propccition, so far as the mf1rried 
men with responsibilities are concerned, 
because in that case thoro are the 11omen 
ancl children to be considered, and we cmmot 
allow the women and children to suffer. I 
have heard of people going round the countrv 
like Government tourists, travolliug from 
station to station, recciYing rat,ions and 
cadging tobacco and other luxuries as t.hey 
go. 

Mr. DASH: Name one case. 

1\Tr. VOWLES: I asked the Premier tho 
other night \vhother he had considered the 
question of the loans which are maturing 
very shortly, and I quoted the amount of 
money which will be falling due next year 
and also in 1925 and 1926. The Premier so 
far has Temained silent, and has not told the 
House what his policy is. 

The PREi\HER: Apparently part of our 
loan matured yestArday. (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES : How much did you get? 
I had a little to sa v about the American 
loans the other day, ·and I have something 
further to say about them now. The first 
loan of 12,000,000 dollars was for a period 
of twenty years, inconvertible, with interest 
at 7 per cont., and the second for 10.000,000 
dollars for twenty-five years, with interest 
at 6 per cent. That was also inconvertible. 
When I wa,3 speaking the other night J set 
out to show that it was not a sound busi­
nee; proposition, and that the rate of 
interest was uncertain. I pointed out that 
the whole thing was speculative, and was 
dependent upon the dollar value when the 
loan matured. The Financial Statement 

[J1l1·. Vowles. 

gives the rates for the different loans for 
the p1·esent financial year as follows :­

Financial Year 1922-3-

Net amount realised, as 
per Financial State-

1st Loan. 2nd Loa11. 

ment ... £2,826,705 £2,088,541 
Interest for financial 

year 1922-3 dollars 840,000 600,000 
At present rate of ex­

change of 4.46 dollars 
to £1 sterling, is 
equal to 

Interest on net amount 
a.rnount rcaliseJ 13 

equal to, per cent. 
Rate given in Finan­

cial Statement 
r_rhe PRE~IIER : rrhosG 

correct. 

£188,340 £134,529 

6 11 7 6 8 10 

5 12 10 5 17 5 
figure, arc quit.e 

Mr. VO\VLES: They are not correct. 
The PRE~!IER : They were checked by an 

actuarv. Do you set yourself up as an 
actuarY? 

Mr. VOWLES: The Svdnev "Bulletin" 
critic, vYho \\Titcs the "\1/ild ·cat column," 
stales that they a re not correct, and I would 
be more inclii1CU to go bv .his opinion than 
by the opinion of anybody else. 

:'.1r. COLLTKS: You are an authority on 
" \vilU cats." 

Mr. VO\VLES: I quote those figures for 
this re<lSOD. I "' unt to make a comparison to 
show that the Go\'ernmcnt did not do the good 
hueineos that they rue supposed to have done 
in rego:rd to thoee loans. A loan v;as floated 
hy Canada at the same time for 6 per cent., 
and a loan ",1s floated bv Victoria in Feb­
ruary, 1922. at 5~ per ce~t .. which realised 
£99. This wrrs a !o"n of £4,000.000, and no 
less than £56,000.000 was offered. The net 
proceeds were, appr·oximatoly, £3,810,000, and 
the actual interest on the net proceeds was 
£5 15s. 6c1. p"r ccnt. Compare that with the 
rate of intcrc'st that had to bo pi>id bo· 
0uecnsland. The Xr·w Zealand loan floated 
in London in Mav, 1922, of £5,000,000 at 4,i 
per cent.. realising £100, resulted in 
£10.000,000 being offered. and the net pro­
ceeds wero, approximately, £4,800,000, and 
the actual intcre't rate ou the net proceeds 
worked down to £4 5s. 2d., which, even on 
the Premier's own showing, is £1 12s. 3d. per 
cent. lower than the rate of his own loan. 

There arc some matters that I ,,,,ant to 
refer to here, first of all in connection with 
the want of fulfilment by the Premier of 
promises which ho made at the last general 
,election. He told us, for one thing, that ho 
was going to bring in a Bill to build workers' 
homes. and was going to make that proposal 
an active portion of his programme. All we 
know about it is that wo find at the vorv tail 
end of the Governor's Speech, which is. part 
of the Govern~ont, programme for the pre­
sent election, a promise to do that which 
they promised to do in 1920. 

The PREMIER: For which election do you 
say it is part of our programme? 

Mr. VO'vYLES: The election that is coming 
on now. (Government laughter.) I tcke it 
that it is pretty certain that there is an 
election in view, jud~<ing by the action of 
the Government and by their trying to raise 
an election cry as they have done during 
the last few days. (Henewed Government 
laughter.) Like a drowning man clutching at 
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a straw. they refer to the workers' homes, 
which the Premier himself promised in his 
policy speech in the Exhibition Hall as far 
back as lOth September, 1920. \Vhcn one 
finds that the legislation is onlv now foro­
shadowed as a sort of afterthoiJght in the 
Governor's Speech, althou:;h it was promised 
in 1920, one realisos that it is .iPst another 
little sample of the YYindo•.Y-dressing that 
goes on about such times. The Premier is 
trying right throughout his programme to 
placate the agriculturists. but at the end he 
finds that he must fall l_,ack on his old love, 
the worker, and so he tells him that he is 
going to bring in legislation for workers' 
hon1cs. 

Hon. W. FORGAN So!ITH : The Bill is before 
the House now. lt is on the business-sheet. 

Mr. VO\VLES: \Vc haYe seen a lot on 
· busino•s-shects and YHJ kliow of slaughtered 

innocent::; at the end of the .ses~,ion. \tVe 
have seen lots of things )JUt there for a 
purpoe,o and then dropped, and the Premier 
will be pleased to drop manv of the things 
that b~ve been foreo,hadowed in the GoYer­
nor's Speech, and he will blame the Opposi­
tion, and the " Standard" ,,·ill turn round 
and tell us that we arc washng· the time of 
the country, and will probabl.v giyc inc:itruc­
tions to the Premier to curtail the debate 
by putting on the "gag-." This is what the 
Premier -aid on the date I have mentioned-

" Hence it v.·ill be seen that the scheme 
under "xhich the Govcrnnu~nt proposes to 
erect \Yorkcrs' home:'> in Yarlou~ parts 
of the State is a nl'Ccssary corollary to 
the control of J'cnb leg~slatia.n. ·The 
Tories ha-, o a'oistcd the rent profiteers 
b~7 dnn1ning for the time being our 
chances of rai-in;; money in London. 
Tho GoYr-rnmcnt, ho'.YOvcr, v,rill not allo-\v 
the rrorie l to fru;Strato its plans, ;~nd 
me:~ns ,,,ill be found. 0ithor frmn the pro­
ceeds of th0 propoc,, ·d local loan or by 
the i ··>ue of special housing bonds, to 
carry out tho schcnw." 

:'-<early two 'oars have gone and I would like 
to know ho',\' far the Pronlcr has fulfilled 
his promise to the -..vorkor:-:; of Brisb:,no in 
that particulo t. On the que ,tion of child 
endowmcDt. I will quote from the " Stand­
ard" of 2nd October, 1920-

" The syf'tcm of brc;ing ,\-ages on what 
\Vas rcqui red to k0r-p a rnan n nd his 
wife and three children \Vas fallacious, 
a1 d, in fact, tho Arbitration Ccnrt hnd 
ne'-?er :fixed a v:ago on tba-:: La~l;-:;. The 
Gc ··ernrncnt \Yas determined to 1.-;, ork 
out a pl11n to c~nablo wo111, n to bring up 
their ('hildi·cn in the -..vav thev should. 
and, therl1 foro, there flluSt be~ suL.:'idi0s 
to the >YiYes of workers for their 
children. 

[4 p.m.J 
"}_._n Interjector: Hurry up, before 

n1ine nll f.!TO,;_T up. 
"I\lr. Tl1:--odoro: You mav be sure the 

Governn1c11t \Yill not dela.'. ;', 

T\' o V('li'S havn par.:'<.od, and we havo heard 
uothir~g furtlwr. 

The Pm::mER: If you hrrvc not heard. it 
is hcf'nuse .,.,ou haYc not been listening. 
That offer was made to the workers last year. 

Mr. VOvVLES: I hn,ve been list·ening and 
reading. Nothing has been brought before 
this House which would give effect to the 
words of the Premier. 

Again, on the subject of the purcha~e of 
the Brisbane tramways, this is the appeal 
made to the people of the city at the Exhibi­
tion Hall on lOth September, 1920-

" The GDYernmont have the right, from 
the 20th September of this year, to 
acquire by purchase the Brisbane tram­
wrrys. This right will be exercised at an 
early date." 

The PREMIER : So it will. 

Mr. VOWLES: So it will, if the Govern­
ment can push it on to the local authorities. 
If they can carry legislation empowering 
th~m to compel the local authorities to take 
something that they do not want, then they 
will bring it into being. 

The PHE11IER : \Vho s~wuld control the 
trarnways? 

Mr. VOWLES: Continuing, the Premier 
saiJ.-

" The fmancial boycott will have no 
effect. on the intentions of the Government 
in this matter, for we btve the right to 
pay for the undertaking i1; Government 
debentures." 

Whor·e is the excuse for having made ;:,"t 
promise to the electors of Brisbane and not 
having carried it out? 

On the subj<'ct. of unemployment, at Rock­
hampton the Preuicr 'aid-

" The Goyernment intend to proceed 
with the Unemployed vVorkers Bill." 

Hrrve they nroccedPd with it? They are n_ot 
gan10: public: opinion :i~ so much against It. 
l~evcrtholcss the Government are prepared to 
tell that to the <'lectors £or the purpose of 
{rotting their votes. The hon. :rncrnbcr for 
Bo\.VCn on 3rd Dece1nbcr, 1915 (" I-Iansard," 
page 2631), said-

" He regretted very much that they 
had to distribute outdoor relief in a State 
like Queensland; but he was convinced 
that, so long as they had product.1on for 
gain inetead of production for use. so 
long :•"·ould they havo to givo outdoor 
relief." 

That is one of tho gentlemen who now is 
ad-ro<:ating a policy conccivt~d from an agncul­
tural point of view; yet lie is one of those who 
},clim-e in production ouly for use and n_ot 
for profit. How on earth he can reconcrle 
and justifv his attitude towards the worke1:s 
\Yit.h his attitude t.owards the producers rs 
beyond rnv cornprchcnsion. 

t1r. Co~LINS: Don't you worry about the 
hon. memb:r for Bowen. 

J\Ir. \,-0\YLF.'\: Again, at. Bowcn, on 3rd 
October, 1920, the Premier said-

" rfhoro \VaS nothing ~bout which~1the Govcrnrnent WU 1c Jnore 111 carncr,t uaan 
the est:dJlishmcnt of the Bowcn iron and 
ste -1 \vorks." 

Have they been started? 
An 0PPOf'ITION ME:\IBER: No. 

Mr. VO'NLES: Is not that another false 
prmnise? These things are all con1ing hornt" 
to roo!'t. 

Nir. CoLLJNS: They never would bo started 
if you had your way. 

Mr. VOWLES : That is two years ag·o. 
The PrPmicr said-

" To tJV that this part of the Govern~ 
mcnt's 1loJicy ~,as political window­
dressing wa3 a blsehood. The Go.-ern­
ment meant to go straight ahead with 

Mr. Vmclcs.] 
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the work and the failure of the London 
loans would not affect the position. Thev 
had lac,! financial rPsourc ',s and the 
work would be carried out without 
delay." 

Surely the hon. gentleman must appreciate 
the fact that he has not been playing the 
game with the electors of Queensland ! 

The. PRE)JIER: \Vho did you say had the 
finanmal recource'? (Government laughter.} 

Mr. VOWLES: I think the hon. gentleman 
is supposed to have them. We have often 
!riod to find out whllt the hon. gentleman has 
m the way of financia 1 resources, but he is 
one of those who will never give us the 
inforn1ation. 

.Mr. FORDE: He never got any from your 
side. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. VOWLES: Those quotations I will 
now make should cause followon of the 
Government to realise the position they arc 
in to-day. Not alone have they public opinion 
against thmn; they have union opinion again,.;t 
them-the heads of organisations as well as 
the rank and file. On the question of reduc­
tion of wages, at rr. mass mectincr at the 
Ipswich railv.ay workshops on 4th J;',ly, 1922, 
Mr. Rymor said-

" Mr. Theodore had made promises in 
his speeches before the last election. 
Labour candidates had aesured the rail­
way men that there would be no retrench­
ment. Was that honoured? They were 
also told there would be no reduction in 
wages. Was that honoured? " 

Again, Mr. Rymer said this-
" Le;islation wn' to be introduced 

which would provide a central fund for 
the purpose of pa)·ing a bonus for every 
child born. Had that promi.se been 
carried out? . . Mr. Theodore said 
he would search the pockets of the 
wealthy." 

think he found, Mr. Spoak<'r, that they 
we,·e empt:--. (Laughter.} iYir. Rymer wants 
to know if he has done that, and ,av, he was 
more inclined to .,.,e>arch the pocke'ts of the 
'vorkcrs. Continuing, he said-

" I a 'll sorry t? s~.y that delegates have 
reason for behev1ng, as far as the 
me1nber fo1~ Bren1er -is conccrnC'd he is 
in tho bag with T"l Theodm:e and 
3IrCorrnnck." 

Then. again, on the qnc·tion of those 
promisc·s about which people want an explana­
tion, the Sccretarv for J'vlines at a meeting 
of the Fir0 Brigade Section of the Australian 
Workers' Union on 30th March, 1922 accord-
ing to t.ho " Standard" said- ' 

" The time "as undoubtedly ripe for 
the propaganda campaign nov'l, being con­
·chcted b:: the Queensland Central Execu­
tive of the Australian Labour party. It 
WJ.s ev:-'ryvvhore apparent that it was the 
int .ntion of the employing bosses to bring 
down wage... It was most remarkable 
that whenever a time of difficultv arose 
the 11vorage employPr could see I1o way 
ant but to cut into the wages sheet." 

The S cretary for Mines is one of those who 
sulscribe to the plank in the Arbitration 
Court to have the wages of public servants 
cut down, in the face of having said that as 
late as 1st April, 1922-rather an appropriate 
date-it was April Fool's Day. 

[lllr. Yowles. 

Again, the hon. member for Bremer, at the 
Ipswich railway workshops, on 6th Julv, 1922, 
said this- " 

" In r"fcrence to the address which Mr. 
Rymer made at the workshops on Tues­
day, the statements made were not correct. 
\Vhen the matter of the proposed reduc­
tion 'vas bofore the Caucus a n1otion 'vas 
submitted which would have had the effect 
of pl'eventing the Government going to 
the Arbitration Court. Ho voted for 
that motion and against Mr. Thoodore. 
Ho v.as not 'in the bag' with Mr. Theo­
dore, a~ Mr. Ryrnor had suggested." 

That shows distinctly that, even on matters 
of policy where direct promises have been 
givon by members of the Ministry individual 
members sitting behind the Government have 
no soul of their own and no voice of their 
own. Had those eight members. who have. 
been lauded up to the skies by the workers' 
organisations, joined forces with the Opposi­
tion-as they should have done if they wanted 
to assert their manhood-they might have 
saved the workers of Queensland from the 
broken promises of the Government. 

Again, on 31st July, 1922, Mr. Bond, the 
sccrotan· of the Professional Officers' Associa­
tion, said at the Albert Hall-

" The principles of the Labour move­
ment had boon .distinctly violated by the 
Government, which had distinctly de­
parted from the pledge' it had given to 
the people before the last general 
elections.' 

A GovERNMENT ME}JBER: What " Bond " is 
that? 

Mr. VOWLES : Those are not the bonds 
the hon. member is talking about. (Govern­
ment laughter.} In addition to those things 
I have mentioned, w·e have had increased 
hours for clerical workers-I do not say they 
nHlV not bP necr '·flrv, but the promise was 
mado that these thin.gs would not be done--:­
poolino· of work, reduction of wages by appli­
cation~ to the Arbitration Court, special 
retrenchment by legislation, and, what is com­
monly known no'v ns "deflation." So far as 
the poli< ,, magistrates in particular are con­
c .. rnrd, the Government, I understand, are 
attacking their salaries with the 5 per cent. 
rcducticn notwithstanding the fact that there 
j~ a SJA::einJ agreement in writ.ing between the 
Govc'rnnwnt and thoc,O officers that theh 
sal<1riu W· re not to be touched. 

I think I have given some rcac;ons, from a 
ft1nncial point of view-and more particu­
lar1v from the Government's o\vn acbons in 
respect of their policy during the present 
('ssion-\vhich should justify members sitting 

l>chinrl the Government in realising that they 
should consider vcr:c seriously whether they 
Jll'01' >se to permit the Government to carry 
on in the future; or whether, by their votes, 
in conjunction with those of the members of 
the Opposition. they intend to bring_ about a 
crisis which will force a general clcctwn. Are 
wo to continue as we have been doing in the 
bst few weeks? 

A GovEm-DIENT 11E:IIDER: I hope not. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The Government are in a 
state of uncertainh·. On a recent occasion 
they had to adjourn the House in order to 
carrv on. At a critical stage they were 
unable to carrv on at all. If thev are going 
to carrv on and the voting is eqwil, they will 
only b~ able to carry on on the casting vote 
of yourself, l'dt'. Speaker, or t.h<'. Chairm'!-n of 
Committees y;hen the House 1s m Comrn1ttee. 
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l..; it a fair thlng th,tt the Govenunent 
::;honld put you in that 11osition? You ·pcr­
~onally ~1rc Sl1))posed to be independent of 
any in this fiou~0. and you should 
not what t}H) GoYcrnrncnt's policy 
reallv is. WlH•n the GoYernmeut brin~ for­
ward lc'."islation '\'hich is going to n alter 
exlstinp· condition:.. the unwritten la\v on 
this maEer, a~eording to con'-'titut1onal 
authoriti••s. is thd tlw dut.v of the Speaker 
or the Chairman, as the C"lSc 1nuv bo. is to 
leave ronditionJ as thPy arP. AcCording to 
"1ia:v.'' the constitutional practice is for 
the ~pcak:er or Chainnan not to alter exist­
ing conditions. 

The ATT lRXEY-GfXRRAL: ).nd not to oppose 
thc Speaker ut an election. 

Mr. YOWLES : \Yhat about the election 
of 191 < ·? Did you not oppose Mr. Arm strong' 

The PRE11mm : Did he not attend tho caucus 
of the- :\'abon"Ji,ts '! 

Mr. VOWLES: \Vhen the Denham GoYern­
mont \Yero in office, I never saw the Speaker 
ut a. n1eeting of the party. 

Th~· PREMIER : Did hE~ not gi Vf' his casting 
vote 111 favour of the Denhan1 Government? 

Jl.lr. VOWLES: I do not know; but, if the 
Speaker or Chairrrlan chd so, I sav \vithout 
hesitation that he should not. " 

J'vh. Cocuxs: \Yeak men follow precedents, 
:--trong n1cn 1nake them. 

lv'h. YO\YLES": I can ima~·ine tho Rttitude 
of the hon. gentleman if the tftblP' were 
turned. The people have a right as indi­
vrduals and electors to sav, "\Vo will not 
allow this state of afiairs" to continue." I 
hav() 1novcd this motion this afterncon in 
order that membprs sitting behind the 
Governn1e~.t. even at this lato ~tago in the 
hiotory of this Parliament, may give the 
electors an opportunity of saying whether the 
present Govel'luncnt arc to continuo in office 
or not. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBER~: Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. JI.IOORE (clubigny): I desire to second 
the motion mo 1·ed bv th~ leader of the 
Oppo,ition. QueenslanJ has got into such a 
"tat0 that something has got to be done, and 
rt Js up to hon. members sitting behind the 
GoYennncnt to see thc·t what we have been 
going through during the last four Y2Urs does 
not continue. It is a terrible state" of affairs 
if cont,=-ntious n1easures have to be carried 
Dn the casting Yotc of the Speaker or Chair­
nlan. 

The PRE riER: Did you not refuse the 
position of president of the Local Authori­
tico;' As~ociatlon the other day because you 
were gorng to get a portfolio in this House? 

JI.Ir. MOORE: No; there was nothing caid 
about a pcrtfolio. The electors of A ubignv 
ha vo sent rne to rcprc·~ent them in thr~ 
House, and it is my duty to give my whole 
trm~. to that work. Had I accepted the 
pos1tron of prc·"dent of the Local Authori­
ties' Acsociation my parliamentary work 
would ha\~ been interfered with. This 
motion v.-ill cnv blo G(YVC'rnnH:-nt 1ncn1bcrs to 
cast their votcc in the interests of the countrv 
and in the intcrc,~ts of Qu.C('nsland as a. ,vho18. 

'Ihe PRHli~R: Is it not strange that the 
leader of the Nationalist narty ·did not 
5CCond the 1notion? _._ 

Y\Ir. :\IOOHE: I do not think it is strange 
at all. I lwYe a perfect right, as deputy 

leader of the Country party, to second the 
motion moved by the leader of the Opposi­
tion--

The PREMIER : It is vcr;.- significant. 

~\fr. ::\IOORE: i\loro especially as during 
the last seven years the country people have 
ucen the ones ,, ho have suffered most at the 
hands of the Government. 

);1r. COLLIKS: V\hat rot! 

JI.Ir. MOORE: W c have suffered at the 
hands of the Gm·cmment during the last 
S'-~-n~n yours, and it is only within the last 
three or four weeks that the Country party 
has rw'cived any attention frorn the Govern~ 
1ncnt, and that is bee a use they anticipate 
going to ihe country, and they know perfectly 
well that they havo lost the confidence of the 
wo1·kers out~ido, and consequently they are 
turning to the agriC'nlturists in an endeavou1~ 
to secure support. \V c know very well that 
at the present time the Labour organisations 
out"jde are calling a special convention to 
deai with the l"f 0 :llcitrant position of the 
Premier in defying the Central Political 
ExecutiYe. 

The PREMIER: Do vou sav that the wheat­
gro"':\~cr.~ and the canf>gro\v~rs arc suffering? 

Mr. :1100HE: Thev have suffered. It is 
no good 11icking out ~just tho sugar-growers. 
The,, arc in the position they are in to-day 
bocuucp of the Federal Government. 

GovERXMEorT J'viEillBERS: No. 

J'vlr. MOORE: Labour members in this 
House prior to 1914 prophesied that the 
Federal Goyernment would be the sa vi ours 
of the sugar indnstry. To-da.v we haYe to 
consider the position that the finances of the 
State haYe got into. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S11liTH: Any concession 
that was got for the sugar indu~try 'vas 
wrung out of the Fe·deral Government by this 
Government. 

:Uir. MOORE : It is no t>'e the hon. gentle­
man talking like that. \Ve have members 
in the Federal House rcprb0nting Queensland 
who are just as anxious for the continuance 
of the sugar industry and the pro,perity of 
the gTO\Vfrs as hon. n1crnbers opposite. 

The PRE'IIIER : Are they Country party 
1110111 bers? 

:\Ir. ])100R.E : Country members, too. 
The PREMIER: Whc· is the Prime Minister 

gjving thcn1 so rnuch attention'? 
::VIr. MOO HE : The Prime Mini -ter recog­

nises that the Countr' party is a force to be 
reckoned with, and also recognises that the 
Labour party in tire Fedora! House is a 
clead letter, and consequently gives his 
ll ttention to the Country party rather than 
the Labour party. 

The PRE1IIER: Thev are not a dead letter 
in Queensland. u 

Mr. MOORE: That remains to bo seen. 
\Yhcn the convention is called bv the Labour 
organi·-ations to deal with the 'Premier and 
his colleagues we shall find what position 
the: arc going to take up. \Vo had a con­
IErcnC(' s1Hing in Quecnslnnd last Oct{}bcr. 
when ccrta in resolutions were pacsed in direct 
opposition to the \varning of the Premier. 
A conference a],o sat in Melbourne, which 
reaffirmed those resolutions, and now we 
ha Ye the Premier directly opposing· those 
resolutions. As a member of the Labour 
party, he has to sign a pledge, not only to 
a,,,ist in carrying out those resolutions, but 

iJI r. 21-ioore.] 



664 Want of Confidence Motion. [ASSEMBLY.] Want of Confidence Jl!lotion. 

also to become an active propagandist, and, 
when matters come into Parliament founded 
on those resolutions, he is expected to carry 
them out. \Ye had tho Premier making the 
statement that there would be no reduction 
in wages, yet wo find that a reduction has 
come. lt was forced on him. I am not 
going to say whether it was right or wrong; 
but, in my opinion, the reduction was right. 
I do not think it was right for the Govern­
ment to make a distinct pledge to a body of 
workers by saying that there would not be 
any reduction, and then breaking their pledge 
and going to the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. CoLLINS : If your Government were in 
power, the..:: would reduce wages. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Your Government got into 
power on false prct0nces. 

Mr. MOORE: As the hon. member for 
l'vlirani says, the G ovornment got into power 
on false pretences. \Vhen the State enter­
pri,cs were launched we had a statement 
published broaclca t throughout Queensland 
that, by the establishment of State enter­
prises, revenue would be increased, taxation 
would be increased, and borrowing would 
become unnecessar-:. ·what ha9 been more· 
false tha;1 that 1 W o find that last ,-ear the 
total loss in connection with State enterprises 
was £266,628; after absorbing a reserve 
profit there is still a lo,, of £79,305. We 
have sC>en tho extraordinan· accounts in 
connection with them. vVe k;1ow the valua­
tion put on the stock on State stations and 
how the enterprises have been managed. \Ve 
know perfectly well that the assets to-day 
would not realise within 55 per cent. of the 
price paid for them. We find that the 
Treasurer, in delivering his Financial State· 
mcnt, anticipates a deficit of over £550,000, 
and yet makes no provision to meet that. 

The PREmER: Could you not deal with 
tht>e miltters on the Financial Statement 1 

Mr. MOORE: I have a perfect right to 
speak on what I consider is of interest to 
C:Jueensland whether I am speaking on this 
motion or on the Financial Statement. 

The PREMIER: Could you not say aJl this 
on the Financial Statement 1 

Mr. MOORE: Of course I could, and I 
could han said it on the Address in Reply; 
but, unfortanately, the Premier cut out the 
Addi·oss in 1\eply and 11 o are forced to take 
other opportunities in this House to put 
fonvard our cornplaints. 

Mr. FOLE;. : \Vhat about the services ren­
r1ered to the coinrnun:ity by the State onter-
pri,_,es? · 

Mr. MOORE: The services rendered to 
the community by the State enterprises are 
in no way commensurate with the amount of 
mono.,· the people have had to pay for them 
by wa./ of taxation. 

Mr. ft'OLEY: The people outside do not 
think so. 

Mr. MOO RE : r ha VO lived outside., and I 
know the way things arc going on. It is 
all ver .. \Veil for the Minister to say that the 
State hutch( r 2hops have reduced the price 
of meat to the cou ·umcrs. \Ye know vor:;· 
well that tlwy have not done so. \Vhen 
they ''ere coffirnandecring meat frora the 
pa·toralists at their own price, they were 
abie to soli a little eh' a per than the private 
shops. but to-Jay they arc not a blo to do 
oo. In the past. in man.v places in Quoens­
!ancl, the State butcher shops could not com­
pd•' with the pri,·atc shops. 

fMr. Moore. 

Mr. GrLDAY: If it were not for the State 
. butcher shops the price of meat would be 
co.:.'sidcra bly higher than it is. 

Mr. MOORE: In Toowoomba the State 
butch·'r shops could never compete with 
pnvutc c!~t('rprisc. Private enterprise under~ 
sold them the whole of the time, proving 
that the argument of hon. members is 
tdt,ogt nH•r \VfOilg'. 

Hor>. ,w .. F~,RGAN S:vnTn: They arc doing 
vcrv \'\Tll 111 loowomnba. 

f•fr. Jl.lOOHE: Private enterprise to-day 
ce.n undersell the Slate shops and always 
has done so in Toowoon1ba. rrake the posi­
tion in Queensland to-day so far as the 
rnolH '7 that has been borrovved for repro­
dw i ~-e ork::.; is concerned. For the eight 
years ending 3Q,h June. 1922, the interest 
chargPd on bo-rrowed l.llOney a1nounted to 
£20,346.479. The earnings during that time 
horn rcpeoductive works amounted to 
£8.665.4~+. !eotving a loss for the eight years 
of · £11.681.0~5, which has had to be found 
by the taxpa vor. The actual charge on the 
rcve1mo in i915 "as 3.72 per cent., while 
to-tla-- it is 18.18 per cent. Roughly, there 
arc a bout £45,000,000 of loan rnone.v expended 
in <;;uef'nsland 1:ot oarni,ng any interest !Lt 
all. Can anybody sa:· lnat that 1s a satrs­
factorv date cf nffairs in a country like 
Qucen.slaud '( ~obody can f:ay that is a con­
dition of affairs that should exist in Queens­
land. considPring the position "ve v.;ere in 
in 1915. 

l\lr. FOLEY: Tho san1o thing applies to 
m·cry other State. 

Thir. l\lOOUE: It does not apply to every 
othN State. The hon. member has only to 
look at Sotturday's "Daily Mail" and he wili 
see from the report in connection with the 
raihvavs in :\low South \Yalcs that they 
paid s:g jWr cont. interPst. That is tho best 
]1aving s:>·stcm in th" world to-day, while the 
grt~at.est defic-it in Queensland ·is in connec­
tion with our railways. In that respect, 
Qm•emlancl is in 11 far \Vorso position than 
,;nv other State in Australia. The interest 
cbftxgo per annum to-day arnounts to 
£3,286,096. But the financial management 
has been w inclifiorent that the rcco1pts 
from loan works onlv amount to £1,047.308, 
leaving a deficit of £:2,238,788, which was a 
direct charge on the taxpayers of Queensland. 
If a privai~o con11Jany carried on busine;;~ in 
that. rnanner, t.lwy would not be able to 
ca,rry on for Il10i'O than twelve n1onths. If 
the:.- were not able to pa:.· their shareholders 
and debenture holders, the shareholders would 
put in a receiver and realise on the assets; 
but, because the Government have g·ot the 
taxpayer, to fall back on, it does not matter; 
thcv do not car0 what taxation is imposed 
on the people. They are not prepared to cut 
down expenditure ln any wa:v wh,tte-ver. 
T'hcy e~·tirnatc a l'C'cord revenue for tho com­
ing~ year and antjcipatc a deficit of over 
£.5co:ooo, and have made no provision to 
meet it. 

l\1r. \YIK~':i'AJ.;"LRY: In order to gi..-e low 
rat"s lo the primary producers. 

Th1r. )/[()ORE: :\'ot at all._ The primary 
producprs ha..-o onl:T come into the view of 
tlw GoYenuncnt within the last few 1nonths. 
Before that the Government did net care 
•. hat hct]1pened .to them. In the past, rail­
lvav rate~ were ll!C'rerrsed as much as 60 per 
cc,';·. A few items ha,-e been reduced by 20 
JWr cont. •.-,ithin . tlH' la~t three or fou~ 
months. >end that 1s all we have got out or 
the Government; and yet they arc making a 
great boast about '.vhat they have clone for 
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th" primary producers. The Government 
talk about economy. They have been talk­
ing about it for a lonf!: time, but so far we 
have seen no signs of e<"'onomy, and pri­
' ate economy is discouraged. One of the 
greatest evils in Queensland to-day is the 
gambling that is going on throughout the 
State. I have previously called attention to 
the evil of proprietary racing and of the 
gambling devices going on throughout 
Queensland. In 1916-17. as reported on page 
393 of "Hansard," :Mr. Pollock, the hon. 
member for Gregory, said-

" J\' ow, I am against proprietary rac­
ing because I am against all monopolies. 
That is the reason whr I believe that 
proprietar;- racin~S in Queensland should 
be exterminated. and I think that the 
only way in which that can be done is 
by !letting hold of the hub of racing in 
I3ri,~bane.'' 

Yet we find the Government, which stated 
that they were going to combat monopolies 
and combines, giving their support to the 
greatest monopoly in Australia tn-day, and 
not a word raised in protest by one hon. 
member on the Government side. How thcv 
have changed their viP\V::> during the lasut 
three or four vears! The hon. member for 
Fitzrm- strondy 'mpportcd the motion with 
regard to the control of proprietary racing. 
He said-

" \Vith regard to proprict'Lr~J racing. I 
think it is an cYil which has brought 
racinr;- down in a great degree. It has 
spoilt horc'c racing altogether since pro­
prietary racing has crept in, and the 
sooner it is done away with the better. 
It is a pure money-making game and 
that is the onlv reason that it is con­
tinned. To thin.k that proprietary racing 
has been allowed to get into the hands 
of one man to fleece the big cities of 
Queensland is very bad. and I hope the 
Government will take hold of it and 
deal with it drasticallv." 

The resolution dealing with the matter was 
carried in this House, bnt so litt.le do the 
Govcrnrncnt think of any resolution carried 
in this House that they have not touched it. 
The,- ht ve never bcc·1 game to lift a finger 
against this evil which is ·growing up in 
our midst. A little further on the hon, 
n1C'll1b~trfor Fitzroy sa.id-:- . . 

l he sooner propnetary ramng 1s do no 
away with and the profits arc rcmm·ed 
from these parasites-that is all you 
can call them. altbough they may have 
hundreds and thousands of pounds in 
the bank-the bott''"· l'roprictarv racina­
should be done away with altogether. I 
shall vote for the motion." 

The;~- l\Ir. Fi~,elly 1 as reported on page 399 
of Hansard, saJd-

"At the last Rockhampton C'om·ontion 
I think a resoluhon was carried bv th~ 
deh•gates there from the different ~elect­
orates representing the Labour move­
ment, to abolish bookmakers e_nd 
uationalisc the totalisator. 

''~\t the )Jrescnt. day the hor d are 
merelY used for gambling purnoscs and 
nothing eh-e." .L 

In 1915, in reply to a question by Mr. Gunn, 
the late n1e:nber for C:.:~nutrYon, tho ... 1\ttorney­
Gencral sa1d that there passed through the 
totalisator a]r,no in six months £62 560 the 
GoYernrncr:t hn ving rcceiYed £3,128,' and the 
owner of the course £4,535. In twelve 
•:wnths there pa"ed ihrough the "tote" 

£157,413; the amount claimed by the Govern-

ment being £7,875; and the proprietor 
reeen-ed £11,419. For the twelve months 
ending 1st .July, 1922, there passed through 
the totalisator a. sum of £193,101 5s.; the 
amount claimed by the Government was 
£11,661 19s. 9d.; and the amount received by 
the proprietor, £12,551. That is only on ono 
racecourse, and we find that during the last 
twelve months there were t'.vo hundred and 
~wenty-two da,-s on which racing took place 
m the metropolitan area. Does this evil 
not cry out for some action on the part of 
the Government? '\Vo heard that a Dill was 
to be introduced during this session to con­
trol racing, but it was suddenly dropped. 
\Ye have a Government who are supposed to 
combat mo;wpolies, and yet they absolutely 
rehtse _to hft . a. finger. to control something 
"·hrch IS sappmg the bfe of the community, 
and, .as tho h'!n· ':'ember f~>r Fitzroy said, 
broedrng parasrtes m our midst. 

I will take the figures for one day this 
year in connection with proprietary race­
course meetings in Brisbane, held on the 1st 
of this month. 'The totalisator turnover 

was £5,895 5s.; the club got 
[4.30 p.m.] £383; the· bookmakers in the 

paddock paid to the club £462, 
while those in the leger enclosure paid £199 
10s. J'\ ominations and acceptances came to 
£188; the prize money amounted to £900. 
Roughly, for that one day's racing in con­
ncf'tion \vit.h one racecourse in Brisbane, 
£2,082 went to the proprietors of the race­
course. Surely it is time that such a dis­
grucdnl state of affairs was put a stop to 
by whatever Governrnent is in po·wer, 
L'spocially as a mandate to that effect has 
been given by this House, and hon. members 
opposite spoke in favour of it. Still the 
Government arc afraid to do anvthing. 
Surely the Government recognise that they 
have got a mandate from their own sup­
porters to do "omething. It is their duty 
to act on that mandate, and, if they are not 
prepared to rlo so. ]ut hon. members oppo­
site come over to this side and force the 
Uoycrnment to carry out this \vork, which 
is for the benefit of the State. But appar­
pntlv thev would sooner submit w the 
dcg,:adation of the people by allowing 
gambling to be carried on as_ it is be!ng 
carried on. They would sooner see paras1tes 
flourishing in Queensland than have some­
body else on the front Treasury bgnoh. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Ve neYcr hear vou advocat­
ing the abolition of the Stock Exchange. 

Mr. MOORE: We are constantly asked by 
hon. memb2rs opposite, when we .deal with 
this matter, '· Do vou want to a.bohsh church 
raffles, or the Stock Exchange?" If we are 
going to deal with the thing properly, let 
m take hold of it and not hide behind sub­
(,,rfugos like thftt. 

Mr. FOLEY: Yon are not sincere. 
Mr. MOORE : I tell you I am sincere. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 

member must address the Chair. 
lVIr. MOORE : I want to refer to t.be 

" Liberty Fairs" which have been carried 
on throughout Qnconsland. These gambling 
dcvic•cs are carried on in spite of the pro­
test, uf the people in the various towns of 
the State. I would like to quote this extract 
in connection with the " Liberty Fair" which 
wa,; held in Toowcomba-

" Despite the protests of the City Coun­
cil and other bodies, the ' Liberty Fair' 
commenced operations on land adjoining 
the town hall on Saturday night. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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"Tho town clerk (Mr. F. H. Morritt) 
has forwarded the follO\;·ing letter to tho 
Attorney-General followin.> on Friday's 
doput:1tion of protest:-

Sir,-I have the honour to inform 
vou that at a conference between the 
Council, the Ministers' Association, 
and roprosentati vcs. of the Toowoom ba 
Municipal Band, the following resolu­
tion 1va ~ unanimotl "ly f'arried:-

That an emphatic protest be 
entered against the action of the 
Queensland A ttornev-Gonerai in 
g-mnting the prDmote;·s 0f ' Libert• 
Fair' permission to conduct '· ariouvs 
pernicious forrns of g<nnbling in Too~ 
woomba, and that the Minister be 
requested to cancel the permit forth­
with. 
In 1918 the Council forwarded a 

similar protest thrDugh the Home Sec­
retary, but since then the adult fran­
chise has been extended to local 
govm:nment <;lcctions, and surely the 
unan1n1ous 1:vrsht s of a council elcctocl. 
on that basis should be given some 
consideration. 

I am, therefore, directed respectfully 
to request that you will be pl01sed to 
carry out tho term of the rcJolution 
by immediately withdra.wing the 
authority to the proprietors of ' LiberL· 
Fair' to carry on a busin~-~s that i'S 
detrimental to the moral v;elfare of 
the commnnitv. 

I have the honour to be Sir 
Your obedient servdnt, ' 

(Sgd.) FRA).;K H. MERRITT, Town Clerk. 

"In our report of the deputation 
appearing 1n Saturday's issue, the 
arrangements· for tho division of the 
profit·, from the fair were not made 
quite clear. Those provide for the pro­
moter to receive 40 per cent., 30 per 
cent. to go to the Brisbane ' Standard.' 
15 per cont. to the Ion! Trades Hall 
Board, and 15 per cent. to the band." 

\Yhcn ihe advertisements came out it 
appea!:'ed that tho " Libertv Fair" was u'einO' 
rnn in the i!lh;l'est3 of the band in ToO~ 
v:oon1L t.., but thin extract :;;ho--.vs ho\v rnuch 
tlfl'Y got out of it-only 15 p ~'r cent. The 
biggC''·t pcrcontflgo, 40 per cent., goes to t.he 
promoters, anJ 30 per cent. to the Brisbane 
" Daily Sbtnclard." vVe find that this kind 
of thing is allo·,·ed throughout the length 
and bt-cadth of Qnrcnsland. 

Mr. CoLLTNS: Kot hrtlf n, bad as bribing 
members of l'ar!iam•cnt. 

Mr. MOORE: Thi has been goinR" on 
for years, and thoro have been conttnuaf'nro­
tcsts made against it by tho peopk~ I 
kn~~nv tha_t .''·evera.l hon. n1c•mbcri'i oppoeite 
objccot to 1t JUSt as mn<'h as I do. T.ho presi­
dent of the Trr,dcs Hall in Toov. oomba got 
up on a publ!c platform and emphatically 
pr?tcstc cl a grunst this form of garnbling 
bemg allowed to go on. rmd yet not one 
word of protest is raised bv hon. members 
oppcJito. ThoJ· arc propare.d to accept any 
IDO'-·'Y· (Gcovornmont dissent.) 

Mr. KmwAx: That is where Yon people 
made the mistakr. It may be £5,000 rwxt 
week. 

}Ir. MOORE: \Vo find aleo that the 
Gm·ornor has "'~n fit to enter a protest 
against the "Golden Casket." 

[Mr. Moorc. 

JYir. C'oLLlXS: The Governor ought to be 
put into his proper place, and told to mind 
his o\vn businP·:s. 

:\!r. :\IOORE: Every public man in 
QnN'THdand h<lS rr pcrf(,ct rig"ht to voice- his 
opinion if he sees the moral principles of 
tlw people being undermined. 

Or POSITTOI'i ~'Il:::uBERS : Hen r, be-ar ! 
J\Ir. KJRWAN: Thoro is not a man on that 

side >vho >mnld not take the £5.000 if he 
won it. It i1 properly conducted. 

1\fr. l\TOORE: It is not ft fll10·3tion of 
whcthrr it js properly conducted at a11. 
Kew South \ValcJ p10t a stop to it bec<tuse 
they recognise that it is a.n evil. 

T,ho, PRE,IIER: 'l'hey did not dop " Tatter­
~ all s. 

Mr. 1\'IOORE: A previous Government 
tnnwd rTattcrsall's out of 0ucons1and, because 
it >Yas prejudicial to the morals of the 
J}};r:plc,, and lJO\V vve ha Ye tho '' G<Jlden 
Coekot. 

Tbe PREMIER: Tattersall's was still going 
here when the " Golden Casket" was sta.rted. 

Mr. MOORE: 'We have a £25,000 "Golden 
Ce;sket" running evNy fortnight in Queens­
land, and can anybody say that it is for the 
bendlt of the people? 

A Gonmx~IEXT n1E;1BER: YES-for the 
benefit of the hospitals. 

Mr. MOORE: That is the way hon. gentle­
men opposite always try to shuffle out. It 
does not matter whet.hcr the people are 
degraded or not, or vvhat goes on, so long 
as tho n~oncy con1es in. Tbat is the 'vay in 
which the Government seem to look at all 
these quoctions. \\'e had the Secretary for 
Hailways getting up a little while ago and 
cndcasourlng to prove that the railways in 
Quecnsl_l_nd arc run bGtt.er tha.n thosP in any 
other St:ttc. I ill give some figures to show 
the position. 

J\Ir. Gn.llAY: You arc always decrying 
your o·;;n State. 

~,Tr. l\fOORE: I would point out to the 
hon. nl-ember~~ 

The SPE_\KER: I wonld ask the hon. 
mc·mbor to address the Chair. 

Mr. MOORE: I have a right, when l see 
things gDing on in the way they a re going, 
~'l t1·y and l'Ptncdy tho po~ition. I wish to 
give the figures with regard to the number 
of tr~!,in n1iles per cn1ployoo, as corr1pared 
with the numbc, in 1915 in the various 
State'' of Australia. In New South \Vales 
tho n1il{ . .tgo incrrased by 18.9 per c.nployce, 
in Yid,nifl bv 90.5 pN employee, in South 
,il.t"tralia by 10.4 per emplo:-,eo, in vVeste1:n 
An·_'.r:dia by 81.6 per employee, and lll 

Tasmania by 97 pe1· employee, >Yhlle m 
Queensland there was a decrease of 435.8 
milf'~ per ernplo~<eo. That sho\YS the difference 
between Queensland and tho other States, and 
the bad position we have got into. Our rail­
IYHT.·s, which are one of our biggest assets, 
'Ito\v a gre:1t loss, and our State enterprises, 
instoa<l of being- a benefit to the country, are 
a curse and a burden on the taxpayer'· It 
is time that this · ort of thing- was stopped. 
The people are taxed very much more heavily 
in proportion than they were in 1915, and 
some remedv should be found. 

The Govo;·nment have betm talking about 
>Yhat they have done for the settler. The 
advances 1nrrdo b.,.". the Sett1c~rs' Branch 'voro: 
1913-14, £256,732; 1914-15, £332,793; and 
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1915-16. £414,187. I have taken those figures 
from the 'Treasurer's tables. The settlers are 
just as much in need of advances to-day as 
they v.ere then. In 1920-21 and 1921-22 the 
advance· were £240,770 and £251,274 respec­
trv!'ly. 'There were 5,600 applications sent in 
asking for advances, but 50 per cent. were 
turned down, because the Government did 
not have sufficient funds. The settlers w;cntGd 
money to improve their properties, but they 
were tumed down by the Government. 

l\Ir. GILDAY: "Why don't you take the 
whvlc period of seven years? 

"l\1r. J\IOORE : If I took the whole seven 
years, it wonld be vvorse still. The position 
Is f:'xactl~v the scune 111 connection with 
workers' dwellings. \Ve und fmm the Trea­
surer's tables that the advances made from 
the Stttte .\dvancc.•e Corporkltion Fund in con­
~ection with the \Vorkcrs' DwPllings Branch 
m 1913-14 amounted to £449 004 · in 1914-15 
to £453.808; in 1915-16, to '£34l,252; vvhil~ 
for the last t\vo ~Years the advances haYe been 
;:---1920-21. £216.902; and 1921-22. £193,732. 
Those fig-ures show a decrease of 40 per cent. 
in the adYtanf'rs n1ade in connection with the 
workers' dwellings. \Vo know that the Go­
vernment ha vo not got suffieient rnonr-y to 
lend to the settlen. \Yhen this matter· was 
n10ntionrJ in this 8han1ber last year, tho late 
Treasurer ~aid that it "\Yas nece.-;sarv to save 
f{JOls from thoms--lves. The settler outside is 
endo":vouring to improve his holding, but half 
the tnncs he seeks an advance he is turned 
down Lv the Government because t hev ha vo 
~lOt .got" sufficient. money, and the only satis­
tactwn he gets rs for the Tremuror to say 
thfit it is necessary to save fools from them­
~eh~~·~. .._\_ll .those things aro a~ting vitally 
agamst the mtercsts of the settler. \Vo fmd 
that the position of the State i, going back. 
'We find that the settlers arc havinrr a verv 
hard ,time,; so much so that the Gov~rnment, 
1n JC'tf-d2u:-ncc, huvc been force-d during the 
last fow weeks to bring; in a Bill to remedy, 
or endeavour to rcn1edy to a ccrta 1n cxtc:1t. 
the position into which thcv have forc•ed the 
prirnar.v produc0r outside" for years past. 
For y~ars the Governnu::nt have been tntn1p~ 
ling on tho pri1nary produf'er, and now thoy 
have introduced a Rill with the object ~f 
lifting him from the dikh into which 
they havo pnshed him. It is '\bout time 
that hon. members opposite recognised the 
position. With the expenditure of money 
proposed for tho pre",ent financial year, 
and with the record revenue anticipated 
l1y the 'l'r"l urcr, we find that the Govern­
ment expect to end the year with a 
deficit of £570.000. \Yhat chance have the 
unfmtnnatc pooplo of Queensland g-ot of 
reconring their po3ition? The Queensland 
people ha,, o to c.arrv a hugn burdC'n of taxa­
tion evcrv vc1r, \Yhvih~ in \Tictoria thP",' have 
had no O:dciitional taxation since 1915: The 
other night the hon. member for Hm·bcrt 
>·aid that Queen land was the onh· State 
whic'J reduced taxation this year. It 'is quite 
true that they have r·educed taxation on ono 
small section of the community to the extent 
of about £8,000. 

The Pm::\IIER: Small section? I thouo-ht 
you ~tli(l the farn1crs were a largo sectio~. 

l'dr. ::\100RE : The hon. gentleman himself 
does 1 ,,t anticipate that the relief will amount 
to more than about £8,000. V\'o know that 
the Goyornmcnt ha vc been collecting taxes 
from people for year· when they have no 
right to collect it. The money was paid 

because the people did not understand that 
they were entitled to make deductions. It 
was never clcarlv stated in the income tax 
instructions that "thev were entitled to make 
a deduction. 'l'he n!attcr was brought up in 
this House on <Jne or two occasions, and the 
Government said the matter would Le reme­
died, but it was never remedied. \Vhen they 
got money from people that way, it is 
merdy extracting money from the people by 
a snbterfuge. That is not the way to carry 
on a country. I hope that the hon. members 
of the Government party who represent coun­
try constituencies will .·-ee that the burdens 
placed on their electors are too heavy, and 
will endeav-our to have them removed. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They are not too hoovy. 
Look at the record wheat prices. 

Mr. :\100RE : I pointed out previously 
that there is a large section of people in 
Queensland who aro living practically on 
gambling-. If the Goycrnmcnt find any satis­
faction in continuing it, they are welcorne to 
do so, but, in my opinion, this gambling is 
having· a bad effect Dn the people. The 
Home Secretarv himself admitted that he 
did not believe "in the principle of collecting 
monev in the way that it is being collected 
bv the Gov-ernment at the present time, but 
he did not see any other way of doing; it. If 
a Minister is so 'barren of ideas that he is 
prepared to witne"' the degradation of the 
peo]1le rather than put his foot down on an 
evil that is g-rowing bigger every -day, then 
it is time the Government had an electron, 
and let the people sav whether they are pre­
pared to back them liP in the way they are 
going. \Vo haye only ono legisl~tive Cham­
ber no\v, and tneasurcs nxe earned here by 
the casting yote of yourself, Mr. Speaker, or 
the casting· yote of tho Chairman of Com­
mittpcs. That is not the right way to carry 
on the goYernment of the State .. In. ev:ry 
cou11tr''' in the world when a redrstnbutron 
of '~ats takes plac~, an election follows 
shortly afterwards, so that the pe.oplc <'an 
ratifv the action of the Government m regard 
to tl]c redistribution of seats. The positi<Jn 
lwre is that the GoYernment force through 
legislation on the casting vote of the Speaker. 
That is not fair to yourself as Speaker, and 
it is not fair to the country. I think that 
hon. members should have an opportunity of 
sayinr;' y,-hcther they approve or disapprove 
o( tho condition of affairs the Government 
have got this State into. 

The PRE"I\IIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
('hill"f!O' ), who was rec.eived vvith Govern­
ment " Hear, heHs !" sard: Although I can­
not ovmpathiee with the leader of the Oppo· 
~ition" in the n1ot!on he has moved, or in tbe 
predicament he finde himself in, I can qu_ite 
unckrstand it. 'The hon. member gave notwo 
with groat confidence last Friday of his inten­
tion to move this motion. It must be a very 
bitter experience to him to hav-e to go on 
with it this afternoon-(Government lang),te~) 
-because his plans have so grossly mis­
carried. 
GovEmOIE~T 1IEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: The hon. member was 
vcrv confident durino- the whole sitting Qn 
Friclav and he spoke" about the Gov-ernment 
havin~' rE'C~ehed the climax of its existence, 
and predicted the early fall of the Govern­
ment. One can easily understand his con­
fidence in the lig-ht of a recent happening. 

GovERK~IEKT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Hon. E. G. Theodo1·e.] 
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'The PREMIER: The happenings of the 
last day or two reveal the fundamental dif­
ference between the Labour party and the 
anti-Labour party. 
GoVERNME~T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: The Labour party is 

based upon the recognition of high prin­
ciples. (Opposition laughter.) One can 
understand the guffaw of the party that 
stands for what beadle will buy. 

GoVERN1fENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRE;IIIIER : The Labour partv hopes 
to achieve succees by the faith it ha's in its 
political ideals; but the Opposition parties in 
the Queensland Parliament at present hope 
to achieve success-how? By buying m em· 
bers of Parliament. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER: We have got nothing to do 
with it. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member for 
Port Curtis says he has got nothing to do 
with it. 
M~. FLETCHER.: The Country party have 

notlnng to do w1th it. 
The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo­

sition has not said so. 
Mr. VoWLES: I say so now. 

The PREMIER: Then how is it that you 
were able to say last Saturday at Aseot that 
you had arranged, or that someone had 
arranged, for the hen. member for Toowoomba 
(Mr. Brennan) to vote for the want of con­
fidence motion? 

Mr. VowLES: I never said anything of the 
kind. 

The PRE).UER: Citn the ·hon. gc11tleman 
explain how it was that he knew that an 
offer was being made to a member of this 
partv, and that he believed it would be suc­
cebcf"ul? 

Mr. VoWLES: I neyer said anything of the 
kind. 

The PRE:\IIIER : It is well known to hon. 
members opposite, because individually they 
were quite glc:!t'ful about it-

Mr. ELPHI~STO~E: \Ve are still gleeful. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member's looks 
belie him. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE : So do yours. You 
ought to get a looking-glass. 

The PIUniiER: Then ''"hat -does the hon. 
Jncmber ruean hy saying: '' \Ve are still 
gleeful " ? 

lYir. ELPHIXSTOKE: Because we have right 
on our side. (GoYernment laughter.) 

The PRE::\1IER: Is that how the hon. 
member describes attempts at bribery? 

Mr. ELrHTNSTO~E: No. 

The PREJ\HER: They have the influence 
of the capitalists and tl1e boodlers. and the 
hon. gontlonan sa.l s they ha Ye right on their 
side. · 
. Mr. FLETCHE11 : Do you say that we are 
mfi ucncc·rl b~· boodlors • 

The PREMIER: You were quite prepared 
to take adv"ntage of "·bat the boodlers were 
a blo to do for you. 

GOVEilN::lfE~T :V1E)1BER~: Hear, hear ! 
fvfr. FLLTCHETI: You do not ln10\V anythjng 

about it. 

'Ehe PREMIER: Does the leader of the 
Oppo'ition expect me to take notice of the 

[ Tl an. R. G. Tl1 coclore. 

motion he is moving this afternoon and of 
the long diatribe he delivered, which had 
no point and no application? When he 
found that his plans had gone awry, he 
had to make some laboured attempt to carry 
on for half an hour, to make some pretence 
to justify this motion by drawing a smoke­
screen around tho place. Even he should 
know that something more important than 
the mere trivialities he dealt with in his 
speech has been moving in political circles 
in Queensland of late-something for which 
he is pa1·tly responsible, even if he is not 
culpable. I say it was well known to the 
controllers of the Country party-the organi­
sation behind the Country party-the organi­
sation behind the Opposition generally. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: Absolutely no. 
The PREMIER: I hear the hon. member 

for Toowong ,ay, "Ko." How, then, was he 
able to announce on Saturday that th<l 
Opposition had secured the "vote of a 
Government member? (Uproar.) 

Mr. MAXWELL: I said nothing of the kind. 

TlN PRK\1IER: It is just as well that 
the atmosphere is being clearC'd in regard 
to this kind of illegal attempt at political 
corruption, which ori'iinated with the 
enemies of the Government, with the 
organisation opposed to the Labour party. 
For over a year members on that side, or 
orgauisations behind memb,:rs on that side. 
have been attempting to corrupt members of 
Parliament. 

:.\Ir. FLETCHER: Are we responsible for 
what any member of the community does 'I 

The PREMIER : I am not going to hold 
the hon. member responsible. \Vhat I ny 
i, that his party is a party evidently con­
trolled b:: bosses or an organisation that is 
prepared to stoop to that kind of thing. 

clh. ELPIIESTONE: That. is not trl!C. 
An OPPOSITION J'.1El\!BEH: \\'hat about your 

party"? 

The PREMIER: For over a year 
organisations or forces rcpre·cnti,:g anti~ 
Labour organisations in Queensland have 
been att~n1pting to corrupt Jnembors of 
P cdiamcnt; they have boon attempting to 
bribe mnmbers of Parliament to oppose the 
Labour GoYornment. They do not rely upon 
the advocacy of their principles or the formu­
lation of a policy that will appeal to the 
people in ord'.r to turn this party out of 
office, but upon the corruption of members 
of Parliament. 

).fr. FLETCHER interjected. 
The PBF:lVIIER: Labour members are not 

np fur sale. (Government cheers.) At any 
rate, no n1ore Labour lTICinbcrs aro up for 
sale. 

Mr. VoWLES: Did you not yet your price? 

The PREMIER: ~o. I have not got a 
price. (CoYrrn:ncnt che.ers.) I have no 
douM that, if I had a price, it would haY<> 
beon offc;·cd to me; but, as a matter of 
fac!, overtures han' been made to me quite 
recently by people speaking authoritatively 
0 11 behalf of Opposition organisatiDns-offers 
not to buy n1y yotc. but offor~ for 1ny ser­
Yicr;;; to lead a new party, fonne:d princi­
pali_v of Oppc,ition members. 

~VIr. FLETCHER: Lurky you did not take it. 

The PRIDUER: Some of those overtures 
haYe Loon quite recent. Pc·rhaps the word 
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" oYcrturcs" is not the correct term, for the 
indiYiduals making them had no encourage­
ment in the ad van cos they were making. 

An 0PPOHTIOX ME~IBER : Be honest. 

The PREMIER : I will be perfectly honest. 
My regret is that everybo-dy is not honest. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: Tell us who they were. 

'I'he PREMIER: The hon. member will 
get the infonnation in due course. 

l\1r. CLAYTON: Name the member who 
made tlre OYCrtures. 

The PREMIER: I did not say it was a 
member. Hon. members are apparently 
shaking under very considerable anxiety­
they cannot rectrain themseh·es. 'What I 
said was that quite recently sugcostions were 
made to me, and in the course of those 
sugg-estions it \vas n1adc clear to n1e that 
offer"' wt>re being made to buy a men1ber 
of the Labour party. Therefore, I knew 
before the end of last v;eek that these offers 
wore bPir.z made, and the Opposition were 
well a" arc of them long before the hon. 
member for Dalby gave notice of the motion 
which now is being debated. I was told 
that it was t:;olng to be rnoYcd, and I was 
told that a llovcrruncnt member was to bo 
bought to "upport him. And that is what 
the hon. member· apparently know on Friday, 
wlw~1 he was so hopeful of c~trrying this 
n1obon. 

l\Ir. VOWLES: You wore offered a job 
yourself, \VC' re yon not, at tho san1o time? 

The PRE:\IIER : I wrrs offered the job 
of leading a majoritv of the members on 
that side, together with other members >Yho 
were expected from this side and I refused 
to accept the job. ' 

Mr. VowLFS: I refused to ha Ye anything 
to do with you. (Government laughter.) I 
turned you right do,vn. 

The PRE:VIIER: That is so. What I was 
told "·as that tho hon. member was one of 
the ~htmbling~lJiocks. 

:Hr. YowLES: I said I would hRve nothing 
to do »ith it. 

The PRE:LV1IER: That confirms what I 
havo been f'·lying. 

Mr. VowLES: Outside people again­
interfering ! 

The PRE:'YTIER: The hon. member knows 
they approached me. 

0PPOSITIOX :\fDIBERS : Name him ! 
The PREMIER : I will name him and I 

will al-o quote what he stated 'in his 
approach to me. ThP first man who 
appmached me was Mr. Garbutt president 
of the Northern Country party; and the 
second man who approached me was Mr. 
BTo:;ce, secretary of the Primary Producers' 
UnH)r!. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Vhv did you not expose 
ihem? " 

The PRE1\1I_ER: I am doing that now, 
and 1 am takmg the most effective wav I 
know, so that. no other misg-uided individual 
will b0 induced to make such unwise 
approaches in future. 
~r. FLET<?IIER .= This will do one good 

thmg. It wdl w1pe out a lot of those people. 
(GovPrnmont laug-hter.) 

The PRE:VUER: I do not bring this for­
ward for the sake of making any cheap 

<38nsationalism out of it. 

Mr. VowLES: You are trymg to connect 
me with it. 

The PREMIER : I am trying to connect 
the organisations behind the Opposition 
party >Yith this motion of want of con­
fidence. 'rhere is a very clear connection 
between the approach that was made to 
members of the Labour party and the want 
of confidence motion that has been launched 
this afternoon. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: You asked for it 
on Thursday night. (Laughter.) 

'I'he PREMIER: And you are asking for 
it now, and you arc getting it. (Government 
laughter.) I shall not quote the whole of the 
vt>rbatim report of the interview between 
:\1r. Garbutt and myself, but only the 
rclcvRnt portions. If hon. members want 
the whole, I will make it available to them. 
Mr. Garbult .<aid-

" I ha Ye come to sec you again--" 

I mentioned that I had been approached 
earlier by an authority of the Country party 
organisation. (Opposition interruption.) 

Mr. CoRSER: He did not represent the 
organisation. 

The PREYUER: If the hon. member will 
listen to this, I will answer a'ny questions at 
the conclusion. 

M''· CoRSER: You should not say it was the 
organisation. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope hon. 
members will allow the Premier to make his 
Lpcech. 

The I'REMIER : 
" :VIr. GARBUTT : I have come to see 

you ag,tin to know if anything could be 
done on the same sort of lines 'I 

"The PRE'IIER: \Vhat a1·e you sug· 
gc~ting? 

"Mr. GAHBUTT: JIIIy suggestion is a 
coalition between the moderate section 
of your party and the b""' section of our 
party." 

(GoYernment laughter.) 
"The PREMIER: \Yhat party do you 

n1ean? 
"Mr. GARBUTT: The Country party. 
" The PREMIER: That party has shown 

a grea,t deal of antagonism and hostility 
towards me. You say the better section? 

"Mr. GARBl:TT: Yes. \Yhen I say the 
better section, I mean tho-,e who are pre­
pared to do something." (Government 
laughter.) "The hostility to you is only 
one of the uma! procedures of Parlia­
ment. I am down hero now to see what 
can be done-to sec if we cannot arrange 
something. 

"The PRE~IIER: Do vou know what I 
told you last year? A" man has to be a 
member of the Labour party or the anti­
Labour party. There is no between 
course." (Government cheers.) 

"::\lr. GARBUTT: Is there no moderate 
course? 

" The PREiiiiER: If I had to sever my 
~onnection with the Labour party, 
mstead of the support of the ' Standard ' 
which I now receive, I would be sup­
norted by a newspaper like the 'Courier.' 
That is what it moans, or what it. 
amounts to. What policy do you have 
in mind for a moderate party of this 
kind? 
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" :Mr. GARBUTT: 'The Country party 
police. 

" The PREMIER: rrhat is a nebulous 
kind of thing. You cannot define it. 

"Mr. GARBUTT: 'We would soon find 
it if you wore there." 

(Government laughter.) Mr. Gm·butt is still 
speakin~--

" I alwavs feel that if a man like you 
w0ro dirc,·ting things on our side there 
would lw no donbt about the results. I 
have a lot of influence in the North, and 
I fed that the ~orth of Queensland 
would be satisfied to let you direct things 
on tbeir b<:half. I have a big business 
to look .after as well as Jlolitical matters, 
and I am not YOrY much taken up with 
the question of policy." 

[5 p.m.] 
" The PRE:>riER : You moan to suggest 

that if I form a _new party, I can formu­
late my own pohcy 

"Jl.1r. GARBUTT: Y0s. 
" 'The PREMIER: 'What about measures 

to which strong objection has been taken 
in the past? 

"Mr. GARBUTT: I toll you candidly I 
think the repudiation Act was a big mis­
take. I believe now that, provided some 
satisfactory arrangement could be made 
with regard to an extension of lease for 
l!astoralists--

" The PREo!IER : Some of the land will 
be required for closer settlement, and in 
those cases the;·e will be no renewals. 

" Mr. GARBUTT: You have to protect 
markets. I think our party would be 
prepared to consent to some arrangement 
for an extension of leases or something 
to that effect, although I tell you candidly 
I think the Act was a breach of contract. 
If a man went to the Northern Territory 
and took up land at 10s. 6d. a mile on a 
forty-years' lcas,e under the same condi­
tions as we originally took up land here, 
and if that land became valuable, would 
you be justified in--

" The PREMIER : 'The circumstances are 
not analogous. They would have taken 
up their leases without any limitation. 

" Mr. GARBUTT: I have been told that 
the extremists of your party are going to 
defeat you. We have received good infor­
mation to the effect that oertain members 
of your party are going to defeat you 
and send you to the country on the ques­
tion of the reductions. 

"The PREMIER: You see what has to be 
considered. Your suggestion is that I 
should form a new party and outline a 
new policy on the assumption that I 
would get the support of certain members 
of the Opposition Country party. What 
assurance is ther,e that I should get the 
support of men on that side? What 
assurance have I that they would consider 
it? " 

OPPOSITION MEl\IBERS: None at all. 

The PREMIER : The conversation pro­
ceeds-

" l\1r. GARBUTT: It appears to me that 
if you have to face the country under 
existing conditions-the Country party 
with their own electorates, and the Nation­
aJi,,ts with other electorates, and the 
Labour party fighting all the electorates, 
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and some of the members of that party 
fighting you-we have to have a coalition 
whereby those of your moderate section 
would be prepared to follow you with 
certain members of tfio Country party. 

" The PREoi!EH: Do vou think members 
of tho Country party would? 

" JI.Ir. GARBU'rT: I was wondering 
whether vou would? 

" The PREoliER: How do you know they 
would? I mentioned in Parliament some 
time ago that during the last year or so 
I have had half a dozen approaches made 
to me from ono quart,or and another. 

" Mr. GARBUTT: Our trouble is with 
our organisation or our parlian1ontary 
party we cannot guarantee anything, 
although I think certain things would 
happen. If a crisis came, I think they 
would do it." 

Mr. CORSEH: That is your trouble. 
'fhe PRE~HER: ::Ylr. Garbutt is speaking. 

Ho savs-
:, I can speak on behalf of our two men 

in tho North. The-v would be only too 
glad." " 

(Loud Govet·nm0nt laughter.) 
Mr. GREEX: Did you believe that? 
The PREMIER : 'This is how I replied-

" I havo g·ivon a lot of consideration, 
both as Premier and as leader of the 
Labour party, to our policy and hmy it is 
to be shaped, but I have never con~1dcred 
for a moment the quec·.twn of severmg my 
connection with the Labour party. I do 
not think a man is justifwd in makin\1' his 
own position secure . in tho .eycnt of

1 
.lns 

party being faced with a cl'!SlS. I tmnk 
the l18st plan is for a man to go out of 
office rather than make himself mo~e 
established there at the expense of h1s 
party. . . 

" If anv mistake has boon made m the 
Labour p"arty policy and administration, 
I am just as much culpable as others. I 
have had to shape that policy without 
being subject to any outside tyranny. or 
anything of that kind. Any a!lc~atwn 
of that kind is fictitwus. In the C!rcum­
stances I do not see that there IS any 
proposition that I can consider for a 
moment in this regard." 

GovERN~IENT ME:\JBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: The conversation pro­
ceeded-

" Mr. GARBDTT: There are eight men 
in your party who are prepared to defeat 
you. They say they are propar<;d to send 
you to the country on the questwn ?f the 
reduction of wage9,, and they will_ be 
prepared to do it on 'Thursday or Fnday 
next. 

" The PREMIER : The members of a party 
cannot be expected to see eye to eye on 
all questions. So far .the Labour party 
has remained qmte sohd, and I have no 
doubt that that solidity will not be 
broken up." 

GoVERNMEKT ME:IlBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : Mr. Garbutt then said-
" Perhaps we can wait and see what 

takes place in the next few days." 
GOVERK>IEKT METhiBERS : Ah ! 
Mr. ]\'[ORGAN : vYho took that note? 

The PREMIER: A stenographer took these 
notes. Whether Mr. Garbutt intended that 
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PREMIER: were they secur· 
vote? 
BoYcE : By making it worth his 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Ah ! 

The PREMIER : It tn<occ,eds­
" 'I'he PRE:\IIER : 

ties? 
Opposition par· 

No, someone outside 

Or•PC•SJ:riO•N MEMBER : There you are. 

The PREMIER : I then said-
" Who would it be-the graziers? 
"Mr. BoYCE: He not know 

thing except what was to him by 
Garbutt." 

GOVERN:\1ENT MEMBERS : Ah ! 
The PREMIER : I replied-

" It is incre·dible that anyone would 
offer to bribe a member of Parliament, or 
that any member would accept a bribe. 

" Mr. BOYCE: Make no mistake-thev 
were prepared to pay a large sum-a's 
much as £5,000. It had been whispered 
that the Premier was going over to the 
Country party." 

That is why he came to see me, I suppose. 
Then the conversation went on-

" The PREMIER : He had already been 
approached, and he had put it to one or 
two of those who had sounded him in this 
way-If he were to come out and say it 
was necessary to form a new party, what 
would he be expected to do? Throw over 
the policy he had been advocating? The 
Pastoral Rents Act had caused a good 
deal of criticism. 

" Mr. BOYCE: He was at a me-eting when 
a resD!ution was asked to be put through 
that it would be the first plank in the 
policy of the Country party that this Act 
should be repealed, and immodiately one 
with sufficient knowledge said, ' What did 
they propos·e to do? Were they going to 
pay back the money? Whore were they 
going to get the money? ' The general 
impression then was, it was wrDng to 
repeal it; they could not do it. Besides, 
tho Country party had now begun to 
realise that the men who were hit were a 
small number of men." 

Mr. J. JONES: Wrong. 

The PREMIER : I remarked, then-
" At one time the politics of this 

country were under the control Df the 

class. For many years the Assem· 
was under the domination of that 
; for many years after that domina· 
ceased in the Assembly it continued 

Council. 
There 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Yes, read it. 

think hon. members 

tion. 
have cleared the Opposi· 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No. 
Mr. VOWLES: You have been "in the 

know." 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
MoRGAN : Why did you not have 
arrested, if you say he is responsible? 

The PREMIER : I did not say he was 
responsible. I say he knew. I have only Mr. 
Boyce's authority for that. Mr. Boyoe, in his 
mterv1ew With me, said that he was told by 
Mr. Garbutt. I am not saying that Mr. 
Garbutt had anything to do with it. But I 
know that someone ha·d something to do with 
it beyond those who were carrying round the 
notes and bonds in their pockets. 

Mr. VOWLES: Did not the hon. member for 
Toowoomba give a public demonstration of 
it here on Friday, and defy your "whip"? 
Did we not all see it? 

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member 
explain why it is that his want of confidence 
motion came at the psychological moment 
when it was exp·ected by these people who 
were offering bribes, and why it is he said 
at Ascot on Saturday--

Mr. VowLES: That I understood Brennan 
was coming over. (Government laughter and 
interruption.) 

The PREMIER : The hon. member now 
admits it. The hon. memher will have quite 
sufficient explaining to do in the next few 
weeks. The hon. member moves a want of 
confidence motion. What ·does he expect the 
Gov·ernment to do? Resign? To make way 
for whom? A party without principle, with· 
out a policy-members of whose organisation 
go round with thousands of pounds in their 
pockets offering to bribe individuals-to cor· 
rupt members; attempting to drag down 
politics in Queensland into the mire and ,the 
gutter? So far as the Government ar.e con· 
cerned, they will resist it. We ha vc every 
justification for so doing. Whilst we are able 
to command a majority in this House, even if 
it is only on the casting vote of the Speaker, 
we shall remain here to keep out of office a 
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party who, at the behest of boodlers outside, 
are doing their best to corrupt the public 
life of this State. 

GOVERNi\!ENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): Speaking 

for myself and, I think, most hon. members 
on this side of the House, I am very delighted 
that this incident has been exposed in the 
manner in which it has been. I make the 
statement, and the leader of Opposition 
will certainly support me, we know 
absolutely nothing about those negotiations. 
(Loud Government laughter.) 

CouNTRY :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:We 

across to 
Mr. KING: They would not say it outside 
Mr. PETERSON: I challenge the Premier to 

resign and contest Normanby with me. 
Mr. ELPHINS'TONE : This is a serious 

matter, and should not be treated with levity. 
Glad as I and hon, members on this sid"' 
of the House were to hear the exposure by 
the Premier, l do appeal to the hon. gentle­
men opposite not to associate a man like the 
hon. member for Normanby with anything 
else but proper motives and proper prin­
ciples when he crossed to this side of the 
House. The whole point is that we have 
been worked up into a state of more or less 
anxiety concerning the welfare of this 
country. 

The PREMIER: You have. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We are dealing 

with a body of hon. gentlemen who do not 
seem to understand the etiquette of parlia­
mentary procedure, and do not seem to 
understand, when it comes to a matter of 
holding office by the casting vote of the 
Speaker or the Chairman of Committees, 
that it raises resentment in people's minds 
instea·d of inculcating the right idea of 
government. It raises a feeling of resent­
ment; it takes men, perhaps, away from 
their calmness and judgment; but, in spite 
of all the epithets that have been thrown 
across the Chamber during the last few 
weeks, I can assert that I am satisfied that 
there is not a man on this side of the House 
who was directly or indirectly connected 
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with the which were made to tht> 
hen. Toowoomba, as the Premier 
wishes people to believe. 

The PRE:YIIER : How did you know all 
about it? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : That will no doubt 
be in the proceedings that we shall 
hear later on. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. ELPHINSTOKE: 

to divert the 
That is to 

episode is not 
from their 

Government, 
they have 

and the 
straw--

(Govcrnment 

get you? 
the hon. 

that? 
from the 
party. 

twisted, as 
on a matter 

'"'"H''-"", opposite are 
are twisting from the 

to the principles of 
they see in the 

producer an opportunity of securing 
a new lease of life. Let the hen. gentleman 
look after himself; I am quite prepared to 
look after myself. There are ways and 
means for people expressing their confidence 
or otherwise in me when the right oppor­
tunity comes. I am going to present my case 
as a member of the Country party as to why 
it is the Government have lost the confi.dence 
of the people. 

It has been remarkable to hear the pro-
testations of Premier and his followers, 
and to hear state that they can see no 
r,oason and no evidence that the people of 
Queensland have lost confidence in them. 
The man who in the past has been reputed 
to have travelled the longest distance with­
cut noticing anything was Jonah, when he 

three days and three nights in the whale's 
but hon. gentlemen opposite ·have 

Queensland at the expense of the 
the nine or twelve months, 

that thev have seen no 
confiden:ce in them. I 

borne by Jonah to 
supporters. What do 

they care about public confidence? 'What 
has it go to do with them? How are they 
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·concerned in the matter of whether the 
public has confidence in thorn or not so long 
as they can retain tiw riches of office, which 
we have seen exposed in this House during 
the past few weeks'? Riches, the extent of 
which they are not prepared to proclaim and 
take the public into their confidence about; 
but, so long as they have an opportunity of 
making thomsE'lvos richer at the expense of 
the country, then so long will these hon. 
gentlemen hang on to office entirely regard­
less of whether they retain the confidence of 
the people or not. l am sorry to keep harp­
ing upon the point, but I consider it to be 
a matter which demands that we should con­
tinually refer to it, and that is the fact of 
the .Government hanging on to office by the 
castmg vote of the Speaker or the Chairman 
of Committee··. It simply means the Govern­
rnent aro sacrificing tho hon. mcn1hor for 
lVIaree in their desire to retain office. 
(Government laughter.) The hon. member 
for :\laree is going to loso his scat by reason 
of the invidious position that the Govern­
ment arc placing him in. (Renewed Govern. 
mcnt laughter.) I do not blame the hon. 
member for ]),1aroe, but I blame hon. mem­
bers oppos1te, who are making a tool of him 
111 order to keep their positions 1vann. Hon. 
members opposite always remind me of that 
fertile fruit, the pomegranate> bv reason of 
their fertility of imag·ination 'in 'o-ulling the 
public. They are perpetually putting sugar­
coated pdls before the people to attract them 
and in an endeavour to bring them once rnor~ 
into their meshes. 

G-la11cing <-!t the Financial Statement which 
is nothing cLc but a piece of prop~ganda 
work, \Yf' have son1c eleven different eloc~ 
tionecring items referred to ther<:-ill and 
I intend brieffy to refer to these to' show 
how the main i.C1ues are entirely and 
ab IJlut0ly disregarded, and that these 
gentlen1on arc once more putting their 
salo attractioD'· in the window with a 
view to enlisting further supnort from the 
electors at a geucral election ~;hortlv to -t,ako 
plaf'e. \'\'' (' r;c a reference made" to land 
sC>ttleinellt in the· Bu1·nett, in the T}a\vson 
Vali•'y, and in the Palme1 -ton and Capella 
district \Y c -=ce a reference made tn the 
appo·u~tnent of an irrigation c:x:port-no 
reference me"do, by the V\ ay, to their irriga­
!Jon white dcphant '.vhich rind.; its home in 
U1c area repl"C'Cntcd by the hon. member 
for Bowen. ::\o reference is made to that, 
but \VC ll:J..Ye .sorne furthPr ~ugar-coated 11ills 
trott9d out~ncw irrigation areas and the 
~ppo1ptmcnt of an irrigation expert, which 
1s gomg hJ bo a further expem e to Otwens­
land. \Ye sec a reference to the subn1it.ting 
of schemes to Parliament in regard to these 
measures. and wo sec further the inspection 
of ncvv \Vheat areas, '.vith a view to baYing 
larger aror~s under cultivation in that regard. 
\Ve see ref ·rence to the immeasurable benefit 
of !hP; Council of Agriculture; we see cotton­
growmg paraded before the people; we see 
now sugar ~1ills; and new Royal Commis­
swns to 1llf1Ull'e 1nto the lwnefits or otherwise 
o.f these ve1~lures. \Ve cee land tax exemp­
tJon.,., pron11scd. 1xhich, <:H'cordincr to the 
Premier's ~wn s~ecch, ·will only n1ea~ a saving 
of somctlnnc; llko £8.000 to the farmers 
which really is largelr m;sa.tived bv the het 
that whate,-er thev will save in ·land tax 
~hey will pa;-· in the shape of income tax, 
masmnch as the:v will not be able to deduct 
their lancl tax pavments from their income 
tax pa:vments. \\e see a further reference 
made to a vigorous railway extension policy 
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and also an increased main roads appropria­
tion~which, no doubt, are going to be used 
to bolster up the positions of many hon. 
members oppos1!~, and \Ye see a revival of 
the VVorkers' Homes Act, an enactment 
which has been on tho statute-book for eome 
years without anything being done in regard 
thereto. But now, immediately prior to 
an election, it is again paraded, no doubt 
with a view to providing the propaganda 
wh1ch these gentlemen will make use of in 
a few weeks or nJonths' time. Ye( over­
shadowing all this propagandtt, overshadow­
ing all these sugar-coated pills-these 
blandishments which are put. before the 
t" ople~is this undeniable fact~that unem­
ployment and discontent are rife; industries 
are languishing, and a defi<;it of £576 000 is 
estimated in spite of c·~tting things to the 
bone, as the Premier points out. All these 
tlungs are the real crux of the situation. 
All these blandishmcnt.s are all right, but 
we havo to get down to the bone, as the 
Pren1ier says, and, if vve do that, \ve notice 
a lack of confidence, languishing industries, 
unemployment, and relief given out by 
thousands of pounds. 

These are the real tests .of the situation 
and are reliable, having had seven years 
of Labour government to diselose them­
seh-c'. These hon. members opposite at 
eYery election put forward :-on1e new bait. 
I remember well in 1918 the grot attraction 
which was then put before the people was 
eh ea p meat. ln 1920 the great attraction was 
interference with self-governing rights in 
Queensla11d. kno,ving l1Cl'fcctly well it was 
>Cll "fake" and absolutely untrue. Yet it 
anS'-\ C'l'Pd their purpose, borause it tickled 
the imaginations of those thoughtless people 
1\ ho for ::-.even yP.-lfS have bC'en relying on 
hon. member ovpositc to protect their 
interests and look after their prosperity. 
l'i'o doubt to-dav we are goiLg to havo an 
election based on these little blandishments 
which appeitr in tho Financial Statement, in 
the hope that the supposed disnnit'd forces 
of the Opposition will give them the oppor­
tunity \>·hich they arc going to gl'··~p. But 
let n1c as·~uro thon1 that the~- are going to 
be sadly dcc•?i ;·cd. The expcoure which 
was made this afternoon, evidently in the 
hope thnt it is going to 1nake our position 
,yorso. is g-oing to make our position better, 
because it has given us an oppo1·tunity of 
seeing exactly what it i that is helping to 
cnpplo the forces of the Nationalist and 
Counh7 parties, and ,-·e can now go forth to 
the public knowing exactly what the posi­
tion is. 

I remember just before the advent of the 
Labour Government that the Premier and 
tho late r:ercasurcr issued n. manifesto vvhich, 
at the present day, makes very humorous 
readmg. It dealt with a groat deal of the 
activities during seven years of a Liberal 
Government. As I am firmly convinced that 
•;·e are within striking distance of another 
election, it is fit and proper to put before 
the people a comparison betwe0n seven years 
of Labour government and seven vears of 
Liberal government to let the poopl,; see the 
two things side b:: side. VVe had the Premier's 
document published in 1915, and now let us 
have the sequel; and it seems to me in 
this regard that the Labour party would be 
doing a good service to the community gcner­
alh- if the:v published sequels to those various 
publications which they have issued during 
their term. such as "Socialism at VYork." 
Let them publish results to let the people 
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see what "Socialism at Work" has pro· 
duced, and let them see the baneful influ· 
enoe of socialism and communism as 
preached and practised by hon. gentlemen 
opposite. In spite of the fact that figures 
are always dry matters to deal with, I intend 
to give a comparison showing the figure" 
in connection with the State finances-the 
figures for 1915, the last year of the Liberal 
Government, and the figures for 1922. In 
1915, the public debt of Queensland was 
£54,066,000. In 1922, according to the 
Financial Tables, the public debt of Queens· 
land is £85,691,000-an increase of £31,625,000 
in seven years. Yet hon. gentlemen oppo· 
site are those who condemned public bar· 
rowing, while their record shov. J that in 
seven yea1' the public debt has been 
increased by considerabl:: over 50 per cent. 
The interest on the public debt-which is 
beginning to strangle the life o£ Queensland 
-in 1915 amounted to £1,975,000. 'l'o-day 
that interest amounts to £3,286,000-an 
increase of £1,311,000 in such a short period 
as seven years. It took from fifty to sixty 
years to build up an interest on the public 
debt amounting to £1,975.000, while in a 
,hort seven years it has been increased by 
the spendthrift.; opposite to £3.286,000. A 
mc;t important point in regard to this 
interest-a 1Joint \vhich \VC HlUfit· lay f'.trCSS 

upon-~is this: Interest on most of our public 
debt should be derived from that industrv 
in \Vh~ch the 1noney is invested, and not bO 
a dram on the revm>uc, of the Stat0. In 
1915 the interest chargeable to revenue wns 
only £267,000. The interc,t chargeflbie to 
revenue in 1922 w tS £2.238,000--an increase 
of £1.971,000. 3.72 per cent. of our revenue 
went to pay intcrc't on the public debt in 
1915. while in 1922 18.18 per cent. of our 
revenue goe~ to pay interest on the, public 
debt. Just 'summarise the p0sition. 'In 
scn"'n year::; of Liberal governn1cnt, ending 
vvith the year 1915, the total sum in interest 
which \Vas charg-eable to rcvenno \Vas 

£2.789.000, while for the seven years ending 
30th J uno, 1922, the amount of interest which 
h ·.ts been eh a rgeablc to revenue under the 
administration of hon. members opposite has 
boon £11,410,000-an inueasc of £8,621,000. 

Yet these gentlemen say that Queensland 
is proeperous. They wonder what it is that 
is strangliug industry in Queeneland to-dav 

and producing so n1uch unc:n{­
[5.30 p.m.] ploymcnt. In 1915 the revenue 

of the Liberal Government was 
£7.202.000. The revenue in 1922 was 
£12,311,000, or aE increase of £5,109,000 in 
revenue in the short period of seven years. 
'l'lw expenditure in 1915 was £7,199,000, and 
in 1922-the year just closed-it was 
£12,489,000. or an increnBe of £5.300,000. 
The expenditure per head in 1915 was £10 
12s. 9d., and the expenditure in 1922 £16 4s. 
Se!., or an incrnse of £5 11s. lld. pee head 
of popule.tion since this Government came 
into pow0r. r:I'hese figures are dry, but choy 
arc th·· life~blood of our prosperity in 
QueAllslrmd. and it behoves the people of 
9ucensland to stud;, these figure··, be<·,use 
m them hes the real crux of the situation. 
rrhe 8tagnation, lack of enterprise .. our 
dvvindling industries, and our unemployment, 
a re all acoountod for by those figureo, which 
di~clo~t' the truf' sitnation, just as our house 
bills at the end of the week disclose our 
sittntion from a domestic point of view. 
The expenditure-and here is a staggerer 
in the compari~on-in tho last seven ylars 
of Liberal administration amounted to 
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£41,684,000, ye1J the expenditure under the 
Government of hon. gentlemen opposite for 
thP seven years ended 30th June, 1922, was 
£70,652,000. In seven years those hon. 
gentlemen have spent £39,000,000 more than 
did the Liberal Government in the seven 
years prior to that period. The taxation 
ill 1915 produced £954,000, while in 1922 it 
produced £3,420,000, an astonishing increase 
of £2,466.000. Tlw t"xa.tion per head in 
1915 was £1 Ss. 2d., and to-day it is £4 15s. 
10d., an increase of £3 7s. Sd. What does 
the hon. member for Bow en say about this? 

Mr. COLLINS : The taxation is paid by the 
wealthy. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: All I can say is 
that the hon. member is not cognisant of the 
opinions of those he represents, because there 
a.re manv of them ea.rnim, £300 or £400 a 
year whO realise the excess~ve taxation \v.hich 
they are called upon to pay-and even those 
in receipt of lr th'm thr1t are complaining 
o£ the ~tagnation which has been produced 
by hi~h taxation. I--Iern i,-~ another compariN 
son. 'l'hn revenue provided by income taxa­
tion in tlw seven vears of Liberal Government 
, ... a, £2,710.000, ,;r les'> than the prc.sent Go· 
vernmcnt ab,trf,lcted from the people last 
year alone. The amount which the present 
GoYernntcnt have drnwn fr-om the peopll) in 
th.~· last scyen years in the form of land and 
income tctxation is £13,736,000, or an increase 
of £11,026,000 oYer the taxation uf the Liberal 
GovprHmcnt. These arc staggering figures, 
and the rnan "-ho care;o; to sit down and study 
them will understand what arc the grounds 
for Uw lack of CDllfidt>nce in the GovernlnBni 
1v,ho httvo squandercU rnonf'Y in the mJ,nnor 
l:1 which thc~v have done and brought about 
th' present state of indusb:ial stagnation. 

The r:1 ilway income in 1915 ''as £3,792,00G, 
and in 1922 it rose to £5.125,000, an increase 
of £1,333,000. The railway expenditure, how­
ever, in 1915 wa, £2,410,000. In 1922 it had 
incrca ed to £4.808.01JJ. Th~ re1ilway expen· 
diturc increased in that seven-year period by 
£2.,398,000, as aga,in':'t arJ. increase of rev_enue 
of £1.333.000. ~The net return on the rail· 
ways in 1915 was £1,379,000-and I would 
remind hon. members opposite that it is 
only b·.· the net return that you arc able 
to judge whether the railwa::s are being 
run eeono1ni< :tlly, cfficieutly, or othcrwi::;;e­
wherca:; the net return on railwayo in 1922 
was only £314,000. a dc>crea,.e compared with 
the last vm:r of the Liberal administration 
of £1.06S,OOO. The not returns for the last 
s0v _ n vcars of the Liberal administration 
were £·7.873.000, and the net returns for the 
last seven veH'· of Labour government have 
been £3,917,0GO-exactly onL-half-showing a 
decrence of £3~956.000. The railway charges 
on consoJi.dated revenue for the last five vears 
of the Liberal administration were ·only 
£103,000, but the railway charges on consoli· 
dated revenue for the last five years of Labour 
administration were £7,186,000, an increase 
of £7.083,000 as compared with five years of 
the Liberal administration. 

Mr. COLLJNS: Quote the wages for the last 
seven years. 

J\fr. ELPI~IINSTO"'<E: ,Just to put on 
record a comparison with regard to the net 
earnings of the railwayf, I will quote the 
last five vears of the Liberal administration 
as compa!·ed with the last five years of the 
Labour administration. The Liberal five 

were £3 18s. 10d. ; £3 9s. lld. ; £3 
6d.; £3 llc. 9d.: and £3 13s. 9d.-an 

cxv,Jlcnt return, ohowing proper administra· 
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tion and efficiency. Compare it with the 
ner. returns for the last five years of the 
Labour administration, which works out at 
£1 Ss. 10d.; 13s. 1d. ; £1 6s. 10d.; lls. lld.; 
and 13s. 

I want to call attention to Government 
relief, which is a true reflex of the pros­
perity of the country. In the year 1915, the 
sum of £5,870 was distributed in Govern­
ment relief, in comparison with which last 
year this Government ·distributed £17'7,000. 
In the last seven years of the Liberal 
administration there was distributed in 
relief £37.000, and in the seven years cf the 
Labour administration the amount was 
£437,000. Yet hon. members opposite say 
that they mmnot sec any indication of stag­
nation and lack of prosperity. Those figures, 
if studied in a colJ-blooded manner, dis­
close & situation which, in rny opinion, is 
becoming intol0rable. In spite of all this. 
there is forecast in the Financial Statement 
a further great oxponditme on railways. 
An expenditure o£ n1oncy v. hich is costing 
us 6 per cent. anJ only producing 13s. per 
cent., doe not matter to hon. gentlemen 
opposit0. Posteritv is going to pav fm that. 
The taxpayer is ·called upon to pny the 
difference botvvccn 13s. por cont., the narning 
power, <tnu 6 per COIIt., the interest on the 
money horro\V'Cd. IIon. Inunbers opposite 
haYc no l'C~ard for that. That is going to 
bt~ add~.._~d in future vc1rs to the btu,dens 
\Vhich are going to b0 irr1posod on the tax~ 
payer. }Ion. 1ncrnbcrs opposite st'Cnl to be 
blind to the position that the effect on the 
taxpayer is reflected on the man in the 
street-an argument whic,h \VC continnallv 
stress, and of which thero are perpetw;l 
evidenc(:~,, but \vhwh !lon. 1ncmberB oylnosite 
fail to appreciate by reason of their bllmted 
perceptions, or bec1-nsc it dc,es not suit thcn1 
to acknovv ledge the fact. 

The hon. membor for Bowen is in the 
House. 1 can give an excellent illustration 
of \Yhat raih"-:l.Y construction means under 
tlw direction of the hon. member for Bowen. 
\V" have the BciWen Coalfield line. and I will 
give the estimate of the cost of that line in 
1915 anJ the actual cost in 1922. 

1\lr. COLLJ~S: Don't forget that wages 
h<we nearly doubled. 

Mr. ELPHI:\TSTO:\TE: The estimated cost 
of the Bowcn coalfield line in 1915 was 
£392,000, and the actual cost of t'he lino 
according to thn reply given to rny questjol; 
by the Sr;cr<'lary for Railways tho other day, 
''"s £604.000. That shows what reliance can 
be place-d on the Estimate, of cost of railway 
c~m~truction given by hon. gentJeincn oppo~ 
site. In explanation of the extraordinary 
in<'rcaso, the Se~rctary for Railwa",-; pointed 
out that thp raih\·ay vvas 4 rniles longer than 
>Yas originally intended. It appours the rail­
way was incrca•.ed from 42 miles to 46 
milee, and that resulted apparently m oan 
increased '0:\xpcndituro of £200,000. 

:Ylr. CoLLT~S: The 1vage:> were nearly 
doubled. 

::Vlr. ELPIIINSTO~E : The taxpayers 
have to moot the accrued interest on this 
extra cost, and now we have the Government 
putting on 1nore railways simply becaw:e an 
clclbion is approaching. \Vc kno'v the 
methods they adopt to bolster up their totter­
ing cause in rnany electorate-.;. They dj::covor 
that there is a section of railway required to 
bo built in a certain electorate. and therefore 
they transplant 200, or perhaps 500, railwoa;r 
workers, and they keep thorn there for a 

month until thev are able to get on the roll, 
and everything "in the garden is sweet. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You are quite dramatic. 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: How oon a nr,,u 
help being dramatic when he is up against 
impossibilities like the hon. member for 
Bowen? You ought to see the hon. member 
on his soap-box in Bowen, and you will see 
who is dramatic, especially when he rants 
and raves and waves his arms about. (Oppo­
sition laughter.) If Benson, of Shakc,;peare 
fame, wants '} recruit, I refer him to the hon. 
member for Bowen. (Opposition laughter.) 
Evidently hon. members opposite are not at 
all pleased with the things I am disclosing. 

Reference has already been mad.e to the 
two A1nerican loans vd1ich 1.vero recently 
11egotiated by tho Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia. The first ''as a 12,000,000 dollar 
loan for twenty years, supposedly bearing 
interest at c£5 12s. lOd. per cent. The second 
loan was for 10.000,000 dollars for twenty­
five years, at a supposed interest of £5 17s. 5d. 
per < ent. The le:td r of the Opposition, when 
touching upon this matter during h:s speech 
this afternoon called attention to the fact 
that that may 'bo the paper interest which is 
supposed to be paid for these loan,.. If hon. 
members opposite were in an.; way Fxperi­
t'nced in financing, they would know that 
in the paynwnt of interEct the rate would 
be quite different. Instead of the rate 
of interest being :b5 17s. 5cl. per cent., rt 
woulJ appro•:irnate to something like 7 per 
cent. The intorc~~t ha'3 got to bo pa1d 111 

doJlar·- iu XC>·.v -York. so that in converting: 
it f r'Olll t.bt~ pound stor]ing into do1Jar3 thorn 
-will be a great increase in the rate of 
inh rr~t thDt has to be paid. There is no 
dcuht that there has been a considerable 
inc,'l'ase in the value o£ the pound sterling, 
but it still stands as low as 4.45 dollar" as com­
pared with the standard of 4.866. That rneam 
that if the loan were converted now, It would 
cost' approximately 42 cents in every pound 
srcr!ine· to convert it into dollars. The leader 
of the COpposition was sound in his argument, 
but the Prer11ier very cleverly side-tracked 1t. 
Cntil the pound c.terling is worth the 
,t·.ndard value of dollars. 4.866, the rates of 
interest w hi eh the Premier mentioned in his 
F;nanrial Statement are rnisleadlng, because 
the actual interest which we oare paying for 
the Arnerican loans is far in excess Df those 
figures. The hon. gentleman featured the pro­
fit, of conversion in his Financial Statement, 
which he pointed out totalled £714,809. It is 
impossible. to say _wha:t are the ultii?ate profits 
of convcrswn, as It wrll depend entirely on the 
rate of exchange which prevails when we 
conH~ to rcpav these loans. The Prernier, 1n 
his ar"um<m( takes it for granted that the 
, aluo bof the pound sterling is going to be 
dollars 4.866 when these loam< have to be 
redeemed. There is nothing to justify that 
stat2ment. I wish to point out that, if these 
loans were converted to-day, if we were 
called upon to convert them :<t the present 
rate of m:change. it woulJ mean that it 
would cost us £425.000 to do so in excess of 
the amount sterling which we borrowed. 
Therc·fore, the oassumed profit of £714,?09 
has to be reduced bv that amount, wh:ch 
real!" means a profit of something like 
£289 .. 000. That is all speculation. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S}!ITH: Your argument is 
largely a speculative one. 

::\Ir. ELPEI:\TSTONE: Possibly the hon. 
member does not understand it. If the hon. 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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gentlcn1::.tn follo\vs my figures jn " Hansard," 
he will get a better conception of what I 
want to convey. I am pointing out that the 
ao;umcd proJit of £714,000 will be reduced 
to £289,000-that is, if we have to convert 
the loan at to-day's rate of exchange. 

::'11r. \VrxsTANLEY: There are too many 
" if~n in connection "~ith it. 

Mr. ELPHI:\fSTO:\'E: Thoro are a great 
mauy ''ifs'' in connection -with tho Labour 
party. It is quite possible that the dollar 
in America will be very much dearer when 
Queensland has to convert the loan than it is 
to-day. 

::Yh. \VrNSTANLEY: And it may bo very 
n1uch cheaper. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTO::-;E: If that is the case, 
and the Governrncnt are hoping that it ·will 
be very much cheaper, I contend that, when 
you are dealing with State finances, you 
should not outer into a speculative market of 
that dcBcription:. because you are handing 
down to posterity the effects of a speculation 
v. hi eh they will have to pay. You will not be 
hero another year, let alone in twenty-five 
year'-'. 

Mr. vVrNSTANLEY: Neither will you. 
Mr. ELl~HINSTONE: The hon. member 

for Kcnncdy will occup) the scat now occu­
pied by the hon. member for Queenton when 
we meet here next year. The Premier 
expressed the pious hope that the financial 
transactions ith Ameri< a. were going to load 
to the opening of markets for our exports. 
l say tbat the Au1erican is a gcntlctnan 1.vho 
does not deal with scntimc>nt. He deals in 
pounds, shillings, and pcnrc only. \Ve can 
sec an il!mtrntion of their sentiment by the 
fact that there arc ome Australians and 
Quecnslandcrs shifted to an island off the 
Amerjcan coa6t ·yqtiting for pcrruis"'lon fron1 
the ~\.mcrican Govcrnm<'nt to enter that 
golden land. Thirty or forty Queenslanders 
i;; the rn:1.ximnrn number allo,vcd to go into 
the L:nitcd States in the course of the 
year, so that, if this Government are trad­
ing on a sentimental basis, they have no 
irlp of v hat they are dealing ·with. \Vh~;n 
thr'y a 'C d0aling with America in the n1attcr 
of loam, there is no sentiment attached to it. 
It is no use saying that we are a child 
State of the Th1other Countrv. It is all a 
Jnatter of ·what \VC are gain£ to be charged 
,,·hen '"" arc dealing with the United States. 
I do not say that in a disparaging manner, 
Jmt. wl1cn the time comes, if the Government 
in poiYC'r are subjected to har~,h tern1s, they 
will know that the Opposition of to-day 
•quned the Government in regard to the two 
loans. It is a great pity that tho Australian 
States. and Queensland in particular, and 
aleo the Premier-who seems to have the 
best gTip of fmancial matters of hon. mem· 
hers oppof:ito~do not reco~nise that Great 
Britain is Queensland's best customer. You 
have to mako the monov av>ilable in Great 
Britain to meet your obligations there, and 
alBo to meet yom· interest bill. If you are 
going to trnnsmit your moneys to Amt.,rif'a, it 
simply means thrrt it is going- to add a 
further bnrden to commerce bv reason of tho 
charge which exchange entails. All these 
pointc· seem to bo forgotten. 

T want to say this also-and it is a fact 
which hon. members opposite probably <_lo 
not know-that under the Income Tax Act m 
Amcric>t the American manufacturer or 
exporter do8s not pay income tax on the 
profits he malws on goods which he exports, 
with the rr·su!t that he can put any price 
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he likes on the commodities which he sends 
to Australia, and, therefore, he can defeat 
any price-fixing commissioner you like to 
name, because he can produce evidence that 
that is his price in the United States of 
America. If the American had to pay 
income tax on the profits he made on his 
exports, vve would have very n1uch cheaper 
adicles from America than we have to-day; 
but America, with tho object of building up 
her export trade, exempts all such profits 
from taxation. These a.ro facts which, if 
we are going to trade with America and look 
to America to take the place of the old 
country->.-hich, to my mind, would be a 
disruster-hon. members opposite have to 
regard. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: Trying to work in a little 
sentin1ont? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am dealing with 
a matter which, probably, the hon. member 
does not understand, because it is not to 
be found in Karl Marx, althoug-h it is to 
be found in true economics, and, n1orcover, 
we are upon earth and not in that heaven 
which the hon. member for Bow,:,n is build­
ing up for himsoli, and to which he wants 
us all to follow him. To show ho'r prodigal 
wo arc of out· interest, let me refer to the 
fact that dobenturcJ worth £755,000, which 
fell due for redemption last year, have been 
renewed at a price of £98 and an interest 
of 6~ per cent., although withiu a few 
months certain other States of tho Common­
wealth borrowed money at 4~ per cent. \Ye 
are satisfied to pay 6~ per cent. and renew 
them at an issue price of £98, against a 
redemption at par, 

Pao·cing to another point in the Financial 
Statement on which I lay stress, because it 
is a true index of the position and of the 
methods of hon, members opposite, we find 
that at last they aro waking up to the fact 
that to get production and in order to get 
quality Wl' have to pay b:, results. That is 
a point >Yhich l have continually emphasised 
from this side of tho House. Xow we see 
from the Premier's reference to the cotton 
position in Queensland that. after the pre­
~cnt guarantee expires, the CQUon-gro\ver is 
going to be paid only on the basis of 
quality. That is exactly what we have been 
arguing all through the piece. It has been 
one of the funJarnentnl causes of the stag~ 
nation which exists to-dav that hon, members 
opposite stand for a polic:, which gives a 
~nan pa0:mcnt, independent of quality and 
ure"lpective of re"~ults. Yet, when it comes 
to a ,,uestion of applying the principle to 
~he payment of the primary producer, who 
Js theu suppo··ed . new-found friend, they 
nrc: go1ng to pay hnn only by rc"ults, 1vhilst 
those person,s who liYo upon him in tho cities 
-tho workers in whose interests they propose 
to legislate-are paid independent of results 
altogether, whether thee· be lcafers or 
workers, whether the;· produce the requisite 
quantit0 or not. In the case of the primary 
producer, the gentleman in .-. hom the 
Premier hes ,uddcnly found a,n interest, 
unless the quality is there he is going to 
c;d reduced priccs for his cotton. I hope 
the primary producer wiil study that point 
and observe the differentiation \"hich the 
Premier and his party are rr1aking. I say 
the Premier because he is the party in these 
days, hG is the only man in it. I wish the 
primary produc<'l' to notice that ho is t,o be 
paiJ only by results, whi],t tho indu. trialist 
i:-; rcmuncratC'd ind0pendcnt of rccydt~~a very 
enlightening si·de view of Trades Hall control. 
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I cannot let this opportunity pass by 
without making some reference to the fact 
that Mr. Dan Jones, who has been battling 
for the cotton industry ever since I remember 
Queensland, who has been fighting a lone 
hand in season and out of season in insisting 
on the possibilities of cotton-growing in 
Queensland, is allowed to leave the State­
as he did on Saturday-probably to find a 
home in Western Australia amongst mo1·e 
sympathetic people. ln my ovinion the 
greatest amount of vraicn should be bestowed 
upon him for having unfalteringly fought the 
battle in the past and brought cotton­
growing to its present state of popularity. 
It is all verv well to dance attendance on 
our new-found friends and say what good 
fellows they are, particularly when they are 
here on n purely businees basis, but the man 
who has plodded a lonely road year in and 
year out, without any remuneration-and 
probably looking for none-is allowed to 
leave to find a home amongst people who will 
extend the hand of friendship to him. 

Mr. CoLLINS: He told me he would be 
away only four months. 

Mr. ELPHI:\STO="'E: When you have a 
conversation with him--

Mr. CoLLINS: I did havo a conversation 
with him so latA at last Friday. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:\E: Perhaps he does 
not treat the hon. member with the same 
confidence which he extends to others. The 
fact remains that, when we need to concen­
trate all our attentions on a new-found 
opportunity to reinstate ourselves financially, 
it is a criminal blunder to allow a man like 
]Ylr. Dan Jones to leave this State, when 
there are so many who think highly of him, 
and when he has (J:iven so liberally of his 
energies and capabilities to Queensland. 

Hm!OURABLE ME~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHI~STO.'-JE : There is another 

matter-in respect of the State Advances 
Corporation-to which I want to direct atten­
tion. It is the fact that, although hundreds 
and thousands of settlers have been looking 
for financial assistance to tide them over 
the difficulties which have be,et them during 
the last few years, difficulties which the 
Premier has never taken in hand but always 
neglected till a month or so ago, all we 
could rake up in advances to settlers last 
year was £282,000. whereas we gave £232,000 
for workers' dwellings, principally in Bris­
bane. I do not wish to deny to the workers 
the privileges of tho Workers' Dwellings Act, 
which was ono of the best Acts put upon 
the statuto-book by the late Liberal Govern­
ment; but a comparison between those two 
amounts is significant and leads us inevitably 
to the conclusion that last year, and in all 
previous years, the welfare of the man on 
the land was hopelessly neglected by this 
Gm·ernment. Now, of course, he is to be 
better looked after because~ an election is 
looming. So the Premier is going to talk 
pumpkins and forget all about industrialism, 
although how he is going to reconcile com­
munism with pumpkins I am " blowed" if I 
know. No doubt, with all his cuteness and 
his chameleon-like character, he will be able 
to reconcile things which to me seem impos­
sible of reconciliation. 

I pass on to a figure appearing under the 
heading of "Revenue." The Premier esti­
mates his raih•my revenue at £5,300.000 this 
year. as compared with a revenue last year 
of £5,125,000. I want to ask the hon. 

member how he expects to increase railway 
revenue in Queensland when he is giving 
concessions right and left in support of this 
industry and that'! I am not debatin!l; the 

point as to whether he should 
[7 p.m.] or should not give concessions at 

this time, but w,hat I say is that 
to estimate an increase in railway revenue 
when one is giving thousands of pounds a 
week to one branch of industry or another 
is, in my opinion, an improper way ot 
stating the case. By all means state-as he 
should do-that the railway revenue is going 
to be reduced because of those concessions 
which arc going to be made. 

I have been endeayouring to show that, 
if this Government had a shred of apprecia­
tion of t.he true financial position in Queens­
land, they would come to the conclusion 
that they had entirely lo't the confidence 
of the community as a whole. I have suc­
ceeded in putting into"' Hansard" a com­
parison of figures taken from the Treasurer's 
tables presented rccenth to us, which are 
absolutely authentic. To those who really 
want to ascerta.in what the position is, I 
commend a studv of those figures. Accord­
ing to those tables. we notice further that 
the accumulated deficit during the seYen 
years of this Government to which we have 
been subjected has been £625,000-for wluch 
no provision has, as yet, been made. 

Mr. BRENNAN: What about Western Aus­
tralia? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I will answer the 
hero's interjection in a few minutes. 
(Opposition la.ughter.) 

Mr. BRENRIN : I would not like to offer 
you £3,500. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: In addition to this 
accumulated deficit of £625.000, the Trea­
surer estimates that the deficit for the 
present year is to bo £576.000; ~o that, after 
the close of the curont financial year, we 
shall face a total deficit of £1,200,000: and, 
according to the Trea'lu·er's '?wn remarks, 
he is trusting to luck for find.mg. the wa:-:s 
and means of meeting that ob!Igatwn. It 1s 
enlightening to compare the position a.s we· 
shall find 'it, according to the 'l're~surer's 
estimate, at the end of this year, w1th the 
position t.hat the worthy gentleman found 
existing in 1914-15, just prior to the advent 
of this Government. He then used expres­
sions which evidently wore meant to impre.ss 
the mr1sses. I see the hon. gentleman smJ!­
ing. I am glad it has drawn a smile to h1s 
face; it is an indication of how h~morous 
the whole situation is. At that time the 
hon. gentleman said-

" Do you know that, from 1900 to 
1914, t.he deficits amounted to £1,163.9~3, 
and the surpluses to £714.623; that '~· 
in fourteen vears an accumulated defic1t 
of £449,270. '' 

In the fourteen years of Liberal Govern­
ments to which the hon. gentleman was then 
pointing. there was an accumulated deficit of 
£449.270. Yet in seven years of Lab'?ur 
Government-just half the pAriod to whiCh 
the hon. gentleman was taking exception-, 
there will be an accumulated dcfimt of 
£1,200,000! No doubt this will be p~1t down 
to the war. the weathor-everythmg hut 
the deficiPncies of the Government. The 
Government have been past masters in the 
art of shelving responsibility on to ,,ome 
event-some weather conditi>on, or ,,,ome­
thing of that nature, which, of c,ourse, 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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cannot ans.wer for itself; it is never due 
to the shortcomings of the present Govern­
ment. If that were sufficient to disturb the 
Liberal Government in 1915-which, appar­
<mtly, it was-I contend there is ample evi­
dence in that fact alone to uproot this 
Government in the year 1922. 

Mr. STOPFORD: By fair means? 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Income tax, as I 

have pointed out, is one of the greatest 
impositions which the people of Queensland 
are suffering from to--day, and the effects 

·of it are far-reaching, and the whole trouble 
is that the ease with which income tax is 
levied, and the small number of voters that 
are directly affected, presents a great temp­
tation to a Government that lives for the 
·day. The opportunity or the advantage 
which the Government has taken of that 
source of revenue has been utilised to its 
utmost extent-to such a degree, in fn.ct, 
that, in my opinion, a great deal of the 
depression which exists to-day is due to that. 
In finalising, one can rightly say that money 
melts in the hands of this Government like a 
snowball in Hades, and it leaves just about 
as much trace. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The 

Nationalist party has ha·d indirectly some 
references made to it bv the Premier this 
afternoon. I will admit 'the hon. gentleman 
did not come out from under cover at all. 

The PREMIER: Someone else did. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The remarks the 

hon. gentleman made were about '' Opposi­
tion organisations generally." I say emphati­
cally that I know pretty well what is going 
on in connection with Nationalist organisa­
tions. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. STOPI<ORD : Why did not your leader 
tell us all a bout it? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I hurl back any 
charge that the Nationalist party had any­
thing whatever to do with these charges that 
have been made by the Premier to-night. I 
am answering as a member of the Nationalist 
party. \VIwn the hon. member for Dalby 
was speaking this afternoon, an hon. member 
opposite interjected something to this effect: 
"The Nationalist party have to do with 
this." 

.\. GovERNMEN'r MrDIBER: \Vhy did not your 
leader tell us all this? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking as 
a member of the party. I have every right 
as a member of the party to place my views 
before this House. 

The PREMIER : How can you explain that. 
the hon. member for Toowong was able to 
say on Saturday that the hon. member for 
Toowoomba was going to vote with the 
{)pposition on the no confidence motion? 

Mr. MA.\ WELL: He did not say that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying 
anything to the Premier that is in any way 
unfair or anything by way of encouragement 
·of an action having for its object the making 
of a member of this House become a traitor. 
I want to ask how it was that those state­
ments were taken down in the form in 
which they wero taken down? Was the 
stenographer on each occasion to be seen? 

The PREMIER: Is that an important matter? 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is one thing 

which the Premier, I assumed by his reti-

[ Mr. Elphinstone. 

cence, was afraid to disclose to this House. 
The other night the Premier taunted me 
with doing something that was distinctly 
honourable and otraight-namely, writing to 
the Auditor-General. I read my letter to 
the Hollse. I did not get a stenographer 
behind the screen to play a double game, 
which is what has beon done in this case. 

The PREMIER : When honest overtures are 
mad.e to me there is no necessity for such 
tactws. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It is certain 
that the Nationalist party are absolutely 
blameless in that matter, and the Premier 
must confess it. (Government laughter.) And 
why, Sir, is it trotted out in the way in which 
it has been trotted out? 

The PREMIER : To expose it. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: Simply to whip up 

the party-we have heard of the eight-to 
whip up the party so as to make them feel 
that there is no man like the Premier in this 
State of Qu·eensland. Let me speak for the 
Nationalist party. I am a Nationalist every 
inch of me. (Government laughter.) I have 
never hesitated to say where I am. The 
Nationalist party stands for the purest demo­
cracy. They say that the p·eople of this great 
State must settle these matters, and that there 
must be no underhand business carried on in 
connection with such a thing. 

The PRE~IIER ., Those ar-e good sentiments. 
I-IoN. W. H. BARNES: And thev are the 

sentiments that we practise ev-ery time. The 
Premier knows that that is so. 

The PREMIER: Why was it that on Friday 
tho hon. member was able to sav we would be 
turned out of office on Tuesday·? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Premier 
ea nnot say such a thing was said by the 
"'ationalist party. 

The Pmli!IER: By you on Friday. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: No; the Premier is 

absolutely wrong. 
The PREMIER : You said we would be turned 

out on Tuesday next. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I said that the 

wi~dom-(Gm·ernmcnt laughter)-that the 
wisdom of the country and the wis·dom of the 
House would turn the hon. gentleman out. 
(Govemment laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: You thought it was all cut and 
dried. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I am speaking for 
the Nationalist party. and I say that the 
statement which the Premier has just now 
nu:J,de is not correct. 

The PREMIER: I accept your explanation. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hot. gentleman 
must accept it, as his stat0ment is not cor­
rect. While members of the Nationalist party 
believe that hon. members opposite are help­
ing to ruin this great State of Queensland, 
thev believe that there are higher ideals 
whi.ch must be set for a great State like this, 
and those ideals are ideals-not of bribery or 
corruption--

NATIONALIST MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
I-IoN. W. H. BARNES: Ideals in the direc­

tion of doing that which is right so far as 
the community generally is concerned. I do 
not for one moment believe that any member 
of the Country party has been a party to this. 

The PRE)IJER: They ha,d a full knowledge 
of it. 
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HoN. W. H. R\RNES : As I proceed to­
night-if I get the opportunity of proceeding­
! am going to show that very largely this 
whole business is the outcome of the way the 
-Government 'have dragged the government of 
the State in the gutter during their term of 
office. (Government laughter.) Nothing 
justifies bribery; but what has happened? It 
-has boon known that the Government of this 
Stat-, he.ve been loose in their methods. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: In what 
way? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I will show you 
later on. In connection with gambling if you 
will. They have been loose in their methods 
and they have struck at the moral tone of the 
community. Let anyone cast his mind back for 
a while and ask what are the ideals even of 
this House of Parliament compared with what 
they were twelve years ago. I say they have 
distinctly fallen, because the Government of 
the day have again and again been reereant 
to the high positions which they hold, and 
have failed to discharg<e them in the way they 
should have done as the Government of the 

-country. '(Government dissent.) 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Does that 

justify bribery? 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, but the actions 

-of the Government-and the Secretary for 
Agriculture knows all about it-have again 
and again attracted men outside who wer·e 

·prepared to do the wrong and improper thing. 
The PREMIER : Who are those men ? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not. know, 
but the hon. gentleman seems to know. 

Mr. RYAN: You have all got a price over 
there. (Opposition dissent.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No. 'D1ose men, 
no matter what their position is. ought to 
b • punished, and that is the attitude which 
the Nationalist party take up. 

OPPOSITION ME;~!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: There should be 

no exru"e for them. I speak to-night as 
one of the oldest nwmbers of this House, 
and I v<mture to sav that in this great 
State of Queensland there has neYor been 
thrown at rthe Liberal party, or the 
Nationalist party-and let me say, too, the 

"Countrv party-a charge of anything which 
has sullied their fame. 

Mr. S'l'OPFORD: \Vhat about the Ready 
incident in the Federal Parliament? 

Ho:>:. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking 
here to-night of the State Parliament. 

Mr. BRENNAN: What about Billy Hughes's 
£25.000? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member, 
who has got a voice like a rasp, is trying to 

e drr.g a red herring across the track. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: Before I leave 

this matter let me say that the Nationalist 
party bclievo that no man-I care not whP 
he may be-who has pledged his loyalty to 
any party has a right to change his position 
unless he appeals to his constituents. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS interjecting, 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: Whateyer other 

hon. members may think, that is the atti­
tude I take up to-night. 

Mr. STOPFORD: If an hon. member had 
accepted a bribe would you have voted with 
~.him? 

The SPEAKR'R: Order! I must ask hon. 
members to obey my call to order. I hope 
hon. members will refrain from interjecting. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: This is an 
important matter, and I would say that the 
records of the House, at any rate in con­
nection with the conduct of hon. members 
who are sitting hBrP, are clean records and 
records which will stand the light of day. 
I want to deal with a question which should 
not be side-tracked, because there has been 
something of this kind introduced by the 
Premier this afternoon. 

The PREMIER: Not introduced by me. The 
hon. member knows that that is the reason 
for introducing the motion of want of 
confidence. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man does not" like physic from this side. 
There are many things which have shaken 
the confidence of the people in the present 
Administration, and one is the question of 
gambling. Do you know, Mr. Speaker, that 
Brisbane has boon rnade the home of the 
gambler? I hold in my hands a letter which 
I will read to the House. I will hand the 
original letter to the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba. ,and will read a copy of the 
letter to the House, because the House may 
insist on me laying it on tlie table. The 
letter reads-

" SYDNEY EIGHT-HOUR AND LABOUR 
DEMONSTRATION. 

" H. NICOL, Queensland Representative. 
"Box 511, G.P.O. 

" Brisbane, 1st August, 1922. 
"Arthur W. Yager, Secretary, 

"Trades Hall, Sydney. 
" Dear Sir,-Under separate cover I 

have taken the liberty of forwarding to 
vou twelve books, Nos. 193-204 of twenty­
five tickets each, and advertising litera­
ture for the Sydney Eight-Hour Art 
"Cnion, I being again appointed as repre­
sentative for Queensland. 

" The commission allowed to you for 
the sale of tickets will be 20 per cent.-
5s. per book-and I trust that you will be 
successful in the so1e of same. When 
returning butts, unsold tickets, and cash 
for sold tickets (which must reach me not 
later than 20th October, 1922) kindly 
deduct your commission on rale as above. 

" The result of the drawing will be 
publish,-d in the Brisbane papers on 
\Vednesday, the 8th November,. and. a 
parcel of printed official result shps Will 
be forwarded to all agents direct. More 
tickets and literature can be had on 
application to the undersigned. 

" Pl<>ase note.-It is imperative that all 
books from which no tickets have been 
sold should be returned for I am perso?­
ally responsible to the head office m 
Svdney for all such tickets. 

0

" wishing you every success in the sa_le 
of the said tickets, and thankmg you m 
anticipation of a favourable return, 
" Yours faithfully, 

"H. NICOL, 
" Queensland representative, 

" Sydney Eight-Hour Committee." 
Mr. BRENNAN: What is wrong with that? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I will deal with 
it in my own way, and I will show what I 
think is wrong with it, although the House 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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may not agree with me. What is the posi­
tion ? These people have been driven out 
from Sydney, and they come hero and make 
Queensland the dumping-ground because 
there is a gambling Governm;mt in office. 
(Government dissent.) 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES : I say they make 

this the dumping-ground because there is a 
gambling Government in office. 

The PRE}liER: Didn't you give them per­
n1ission when you were Treasurer? 

HoN. W. H. BARJ\'ES: The Chinese are 
raided upon. The men outside who have no 
influence are raided upon. 

1\·fr. BRENNA:>r: The Stock Exchange, too? 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The men who 

arc most guilty in connection with this 
matter to-day are some hon. members oppo­
site, and more particularly the Government, 
and, let me bay, the hon. member for 
Brisbane, who presides over the "Golden 
Casket," which is a menace to the moral life 
of the oommunity. 

Mr. KIRWA:-i: I will stand as good a chance 
at tho La't Day as you will. 

Ho:-i. W. H. BARNES: I hope the hon. 
member will stand well on the Last Day. 

Mr. RroRDAN: You will have a hotter 
time than he 'will. 

Mr. COLLINS: You ought to read the 
Gospel. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. mem­
be•: read the Gospel a little more, he would 
be able to live up to it. 

Mr. C'OLLINS: You gamble every day in 
foodstuffs. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: This gambling 
evil--

Mr. BRENNAN: In foodstuffs. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: This gambling 

evil is tho result of the actions of the Pre­
mier and his colleagues. It is said that 
somehow or other the action of the Premier 
has been addnced by the fact that his early 
training encouraged it. I do not know 
whether that is so or not. (Government 
dissent.) I do not know how true it is, but 
it has boon said that in some directions the 
hon. gentleman is an adopt, and so are some 
of his colleague.s, in that direction. They 
touch the small thing and leave the big 
thing. 

Mr. BRENNAN : What about the wheat 
profits mctdo by Barnes and Co. ? 

Ho)!. W. H. BARNES: They will leave 
the big things as often as they possibly can. 
(Interruption.) Do you notice, Mr. Speaker, 
how they do not like it, as I am getting 
home upon them? (Renewed interruption.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member for Toowoomba and the hon. mem­
ber for Bulimba to cease their cross-firing. 

HoN. W. H. BARJ'i"ES: I thank you for 
the protection you are giving me from these 
unruly gentlemen on the other side. vVe 
have had gambling such as I have spoken of 
at " Liberty Fair" quite recently, where, 
in the Domain, just near Parliament House, 
girls and boys were lured at night, because 
this Government said, " Here are ' spinning 
jennic·~· and other things which wo have got 
on one side so that the majority of people 
shall not see them." It is an evil, it is a 
cancer, eating into the very life of the com­
munity, particularly of the young members 
of the community, and, if I had no other 
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word to sav in oondemnation of the Govern­
ment, in justice to the constituencies and the 
people of Queensland, who I feel are in 
sympathy with me in this matter, I should 
lay that· charg(e against them. The Premier 
ar;d the1 Attorney-General know how true it 
is that the very foundation of the community 
has been ··apped. 

The PREMIER : A serious attempt was made 
yesterday to sap the foundations of the 
comrnunity. 

Ho:-i. W. H. BARNES: The Premier him­
self apparently descended to despicable means 
to get information. (Disorder.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
HoN. \V. H. BARNES: Am I to with­

draw that? I withdraw it, and I say that 
the hon. g(•ntlernan adopted very unworthy 
mea!h in order to get it. 

The PRE11IIER: To get what? 
lioK. W. H. BARNES: At any rate, means 

not in keeping with the position of t~e 
leader of a great party, and means not m 
koop.ing with the dignity of a great party. 
Now, I want to deal with another question­
that of employment. One would scarcely 
think that we were in the S'tate of Queens­
land, because it seems to me'that, engineered. 
very largely by the Government and the 
policy they have pursued, you have to be 
of a certain brand in order to get employ­
ment. I can remember that after the general 
strike of 1912 there \vas placarded in large 
letters evprvwhere, " No victimisation." I 
can rememb"cr that the Government Printing 
Oflicc staff came to me and I said to them--· 

:Ylr. I'AYKE: You batoned the workers. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: These people 

opposite have been battening on the workers. 
and the hon. member has been batt.nmng on 
them all his life. I said, " It does not matter 
to us ·what vou are so far as unionism or 
otherwise is "concernerl. All that we ask i" 
that you shall give a fair day's work. There 
will be no victimisation." Victimisation has 
been the chief attribute of this Government. 
Take, if you will, the teachers' advances. 
There are teachers in tho State who, because 
thcv would not bow the knee to Baal, are 
bei;,g paid less money than others-not be­
cause they arc less efficient, but because" 
they are unwilling to sign certain documents. 
Ko victimisation! \Vhy, ono of the charge> 
which the leader of the Opposition might 
have laid against this party might have been, 
"You art...- the Government who victi1nise." 
W c all know that in the majority of cases, 
unless a man's politics are right, he does· 
not got a job. The Premier knows that is 
the case to-day. 

The PRE,HER: I know it is a deliberate 
misstatement-a deliberate untruth. 

IIoN. W. H. BARNES: I said that certain 
influences had been at work to prevent men 
from getting mnployrnent. I have here a 

letter written by a man who, 
[7.30 p.m.] fortunat.,ly, has had his case 

dealt with indirectly by the Arbi­
tration Court to-day-

" I wish to draw your attention to the 
fact that I was wor.king at Addis Bros .. 
Rorna stre:._•t, f0r nine days, \Vhf'n the 
secretary of the Storemon ·and Packer;>' 
Uniol! notified Addis Bros. to put me 
off becauoe I wail not a member of the 
St~rPlrH?n and Packers' TJnion; although 
I r1m a member of the Australian 
Workers' Union. I went to the Trades 
Hall to join the Storemon and Packers' 
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Union, and they would not accept me. 
because I have nDt had six moitths' 
experience in the produce trade qmce 1918 
-although I had three and a-half years 
previous to 1918. I am a married man, 
with a wife and four children; a native 
of Australia. It means that I am 
debarred from getting a living." 

The Government have been behirh! that sr-rt 
of thing. That is not a solitary case. At the 
present m{)rnont this man, fo~·tunately) 1s 
working for Laidlaw Bros. 

GovERNMENT MEo!BERS: \Vhat is his name: 
HoN. W. H. BARNES : I am not g·oing to 

give the name to men who practise victimisJ· 
tion. 

OPPOSITION MEorBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BAR?\'RS: I shall be very 

pleased to give you the name, Mr. Speaker, 
so that you will know the exact position. 

Mr. PAYNE: It is your own make up. 
HoN. W. H. DAR::'-iES : If the hon. mem­

ber reads the papers he will find that nearly 
every day the same thing is happening. 
Mig-ht I remind him what happened at Dal­
gety's, where a young fellow applied for 
work, was put on, and finally put off, through 
the influence of the union; and did not the 
judge say, " He has to be put on," and he 
was put on when the case was put before him? 

The PRD!IER: That is the judg-e of the 
Arbitration Court which we created. 

HoN. W. H. DARNES: And which the 
Governnwnt do not live up to; because they 
are seeking- to depriYe men of the right and 
privilege of going to the Arbitration Court. 

I was not in the Chamber this afternoon 
when thP leader of the Opposition was speak· 
ing; I vvas trying to get a few notes together. 

The PREMIER: You did not make much of 
a job of it. 

HoN. W. II. BARNES : I have been told 
I have a copy of something which he quoted. 
It i~ well worth quotinc a second time. 
When the Premier returned from that visit 
to the old country, where he got such a 
knock-out--

Mr. BRENNAN: You got him the knock-out. 
HoN. W. H. DAR::'-iES: I will tell how he 

got it. That is one of the charges I la v 
against this Government-he got the knocl~­
out because ho had failed to live up to the 
ideals which anv Government should have 
carried out. Hon. members have the right 
to claim that this is a ::\1inistry of repudia· 
tion. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is a name to 

which the Government are entitled, ,and 
which has soiled this Government and this 
country. (Government interruption.) In 
sheer desperation they had to go to America 
for a loan. \Vhat happened? Another 
charge which I lay against this GoYernmont 
is that thev have failed to earn· out their 
election promises. The Premier w:as reported 
on 11th September, 1921, by one of the 
papers, in the following terms:-

A GovERN:YIENT ME'l!BER: 'Which paper? 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I suppose hon. 

members opposite will sav it is the 
" Courier": I will just tell thorn it was the 
" Standard "-the Labour bible, which. thev 
say, can never mak0 any mistake. The follov;­
ing appeared as having been said by the 
Premier:-

"The Government have the right, from 

20th September of 
by purchase. the 
This right will be 
date." 

this year, to acquire, 
Brisb<tne tramw<t,·s. 

exercised at an early 

Mr. BRENNAN: It is still too early for you. 
HoN. W. H. BAR:"!ES: The Premier con· 

tinued-
" The fin<tnci<tl boycott will have no 

effect on the intentions of the Govern­
ment in this matter, for we have the 
ricrht to pay for the undertaking in Go­
v~~·nment debentures.)' 

I want to emphasise that-" We have the 
right to pay for the undertaking in Govern­
ment d0bentures." I woul-d like hon. mem­
bers to follow the debenture list create-d by 
this Government. When they came into offic;e 
£52 000 000 was the loan indebtedness of this 
gre~t State. Now, I suppose, including. the 
laBt lo<tn which they got from AmeriC<t, It IS 
about £84 000 000 There is a good deal 
of the ch~radteristics of one of Dickens's 
characters <tbout them. It will be remem­
bered that Jl.lr. Micawber, one of Dickens's 
characters when he had a bill to meet, signed 
the paper: and said, "It is du_e ma?y,years 
ahead; thank God that debt IS patd. 

At this stage the Home Secretary (Hon. 
\V. McCormack, Cairn.,) entered the Cham­
ber, accompanied by the Prem_ier, and was 
crrceted with cheers from both stdes. 
,_HoN. W. H. BARNES: May I diverge for 
one moment to say that we are glad to see 
the Home Secretary in his place once more. 
HoNOUR~BLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'The PREMIER : I beg to move-

" 'That the question be now put." 

(Oppo·,ition interruption.) 

Question put; and the House divided:­
AYES, 36. 

Mr. Barber 
Brennan 
Bulcock 
Collins 

, Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coyne 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Forde 
Gilday 
Gillics 
Gledson 
Hartley 
Huxham 

Mr .. Tones. A. J. 
Kirwan 
Land 
Larcombe 
McCormack 
Mullan 

, Payne 
Pease 
Pollock 
Riordan 
Hyan 
Smith 
Rtopford 
Theodore 
Weir 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellen: Mr. Forde and Mr. Pease. 

Mr. Appel 
Barnes, G. P. 

, Barncs, W. H. 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
,, Brand 

Cattermull 
, Clayton 

Corser 
Costello 
Deacon 

, Eclwards 
., Elphinstone 

Fletcher 
, Fry 
,, Green 
, ,Tones, J. 

Kerr 

NoEs, 35. 
Mr. King 

IJogan 
, Macgregor 

Maxwell 
Moore 

, l\forgan 
Nott 
Peterson 
Petrie 

, Roberts, .T. H. C. 
, Roberts, T. R. 

f;izer 
,, Rwa,yne 
, TayJor 

Yowles 
Walker 
Warren 

Tellers: mr. Fry and Mr. Kerr. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Question-Want of confidence motion (Mr. 
VowleB)-put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, BaTnes, W. H. 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
,. Brand 
, Cattermull 
, Clayton 
u Oorser 
, Costello 
H Deacon 
,. Eldwartls 
, Elphinst0ne 
.. Fletcher 
,, :IDry 
, Green 
,. J·ones, J. 
., Kerr 

35. 
Mr. King 
,, Logan 
, Macgrcgor 
, Maxwell 
, Moon' 
, l\iorgan 
, Nott 

Prtrrson 
Pdrie 

, Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
,, HolJcrts, T. R. 

L~izer 
,. Swayne 
, Taylor 

Vowlrs 
, Walker 

\Varren 

'Telle·rs: Mr. Bell and Mr. 8izer. 

NoEs, 36. 
Mr. Barber Mr .• Tones, A. J. 

, Brennan Kirwan 
Bulcock , Land 
Collins Larcombe 
Canroy McOormack 
Oooper~ F.A. Mullan 
Cooper, W. , Payne 
Coyne Pease 
Dash Pollock 
.Duns tan , ll iordan 
Ferricks H van 
Foley Smith 

, Forde , Rtopford 
Gi!day , Theodore 
Gi!lies Weir 
G!edson , W Pllington 

u Hartley ,. \V ilson 
Huxham , ~·instanley 
1'ellers: Mr. Bulcock and Mr. Gilday. 

Resolved in the negative. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDI.:--<G ORDERS. 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 

C hillagoe) : I beg to move-- · ' 
" That so much of the Standing Orders 

be suspended a-s would otherwise prevent 
the receiving of resolutions from Com­
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means 
on the same day as they shall have 
passed in those Committees and the pass­
ing of an Appropriation Bill through all 
its stages in one day." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): This 
motion is one VI hi eh, under ordinary circum­
stances, the House would naturally feel it 
had a right to give assent to; but the posi­
tion to-day is one which. so far as I know, 
has never been endorsed by any Government. 
The position, as revealed by the divisions 
to-night, shows that the Government have to 
continue in office either by bringing into the 
Chamber a man whom we are all very glad 
to see--

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: A sick man. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Allowing that 
every member is in perfect health, the 
Goverhmcnt have to carry on bv one vote. 
and in the case of an equal 'number of 
,·otes, then either by the casting vote of 
yourself, Sir, or tho casting vote of the 
Chairman of Committees. I have seen a 
similar position created in this House when 
Supply was given on the distinct promise 
that, when it was given, the Government 
would go to the country and let the people 
decide. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle­
man is not in order in continuing a general 
discu,sion. The motion is one for the sus-

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

pension of the Standing Orders, and the hon. 
gentleman will be in order in showing why 
the Standing Orders should not be suspended. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I was just endea­
vouring to lead up to that, and to show there 
wore good reasons why at this juncture the 
Standing Orders should not be suspended 
owing to the position in which the Govern­
ment find themselves to·day. There are 
reasons for not suspending the Standing 
Ord-c'rs, and the Premier must know it. Right 
down in his inner consciousness he must feel 
that the Standing Orders should not be ws­
pcnded unless there is some promise given that 
he will obtain Supply and then go to the 
country. Unless that promis-e is given, this 
Home has a right to protest against the Stand­
ing Orders being suspended. So far as a 
majority of voters of the State are concerned, 
the Government ha vc not the confidence of the 
country. They are in a minority, and that 
being so, thoro is only one thing which should 
induce us to suspend the Standing Orders, and 
that is that Supply be granted in order to 
ascertain the will of the people. 

lYir. STOPFORD: Do you claim that we were 
in a min01·itv before the hon. member for 
Normanby left this side and went over to the 
other side? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Speaker would 
pull me up if I discuss,ed that matter. Even 
granting that, we know what the fi!l"ures were 
after the last election. The combmed Oppo­
sition parties had, and have, a majority. I 
suggest that there are abundant reasons for 
delaying any suspension of the Standing 
Orders until we know whether it is proposed 
to face our mast-ers and let them settle the 
position as it exists in Queensland to-day. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby}: I did not call "Not 
formal ''to this motion, but it has always been 
the practioe to protest against the suspension 
of the Standing Orders. I think it has been 
the time-honoured custom hNc, more particu­
lar I v before the last election, when the Govern­
merit hav-e submitted a motion to suspend the 
Standing Orders--

The TREASURER: When there is a justifi. 
cation for it. 

:i\Ir. VOWLES: It has always been the 
custom of the Opposition to obj cot, the reason 
being simply to protect the rights of the Oppo­
sition. I can never understand, when we 
have so much time at our disposal, why it is 
necessary to suspend the Standing Orders to 
go through <tl\ the stages of a Bill in one 
onming, and more particularly is that so at 
this late hour in the evening. Bnt I have to 
realise that, whether a thing is right or 
whether it is wrong, so long as the Government 
make up their mind to do it that is the <'nd 
of it. and we have to bow down to the will of 
th" Government, whether it be democratic, 
whether it be constitutional, or whether it be 
customary, and I suppose we shall have to do 
so on this occasion too. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. llirwan, Brisbane, •in the chair.) 
PosTPONEMENT OF RESOLUTION FOR AIDE-DE­

CAMP's SALARY. 
Question stated-

" That there be granted to His Majesty. 
for the service of the year 1922-23, a sum 
not exceeding £300 to defray the salary of 
the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 
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The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) : I beg to move-

" That this rewlution be temporarily 
withclra wn.'' 

Question put and passed. 

VoTE ON AccouNT, £4,500,000. 

The TREASURER: I move-
" That there be granted to His Majesty, 

on account of the services for the year 1922-
1923, a further sum not exceeding 
£4,500,000 ~owards defraying the expenses 
of the vanous departments and services 
of the State." 

The appropriation asked for is to cover all the 
services from consolidated rev·enue trust and 
loan funds, for a period of two mo~ths ,;,hich 
is ·the period usually covered in an Appropria­
tion Bill of this kind. 

Mr. FRY: Will that cover the electi<m 
period? (Laughter.) 

The TREASFRER: It is not intended to 
cover any •expenditure except what is provided 
for in the Estimates already laid before 
Parliament. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalb11) : If we are going to 
carry on at the rate of £24,000,000 a vear, I 
think we are " going some." " 

A GOVERN~IENT ME)!BER: You have already 
" gone some." (Laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: I would like to know why 
it is necessary that such a largo sum should 
be voted for two months. It seems to me to 
be very much over the proportion that we 
have been sp·ending during the last few years. 
When I was speaking on the Financial State­
ment I estimated that the expenditure would 
be at the rate of £20,000,000 per annum, but 
it appears now that we are going £4,000,000 
better. I would like to know how it compares 
with the expenditure for the corresponding 
period of last year. £4,000,000 appears to be 
a mere bagatelle to the Government, and we 
are asked to vote that amount without any 
€xplanation at all. 

The TREASURER: The amount asked for 
is strictlv in accordance with the Estimates 
already placed before this House. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is £24,000,000 a 
year? 

The TREASURER: The hon. member can 
see from the Estimates themselves the amount 
that is provided for. The amount asked for 
at this time last year was £4,200,000. The rate 
of expenditure on Loan Fund account has 
gone up, and ther·efore we are now asking for 
£4.500,000. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: What are the amounts 
from the various funds? 

The TREASURER: We are asking for 
,;£2,000,000 on account of consolidated revenue. 
£1,250,000 on account of Trust Funds, and 
£1,250,000 on account of -Loan Funds. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) : I under­
'tand that the Treasurer is seeking Supply for 
two months, and it seems that under present 
conditions the amounts that have been asked 
for. especiallv on loan account, are particu­
larly heavy. 'I understood the hon. gentleman 
to say that he was asking for £2,000,000 on 
account of Loan Fund. 

The TREASC'RER: l';"o; £2,000,000 on account 
of consolidated revenue. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: In any case the 
hon. gentleman is asking for a very big 

sum on account of loan. We do know that 
there are certain undertakings which at 
present are being initiated by the Govern­
ment, and which, to &erne of us, appear very 
doubtful. We do know that the Govern­
ment in the past have -not carried out the 
arrangements that have been made by this 
House, at any ra.te so far as the spending 
of moneys, especially loan moneys, in a satis­
factory way is concerned. When you look at 
the position of the Loan Fund, and when 
you remember that some of t.he Trust Funds 
and other moncvs have been spent in ven· 
tures that have been exceedingly unsatisfac­
tory, you hesitate when a Government like 
this come along and ask for certain sums on 
account. If the Treasurer was on this side 
as a private member he would not allow 
thi' kind of thing to go without very con­
siderable discussion. 

The TREASURER : I would remind the hon. 
member that we can get no aut.hority beyond 
what is provided in th<> Estimates for the 
expenditure of this money. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle· 
man is quite right in saying that, but I 
believe that this Committee in the main­
I include some of the supporters of the 

Government--have no confidence 
[8 p.m.] in the Government. The hon. 

gentleman knows that the Go­
vernment have a minority of 20.000 votes, 
and vet this is a Government which is sup· 
posed to be df'mocratic. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: They brought in 

a Bill against the expressed will of the 
people to put an end to the other Cha.mber, 
and thus defeated democracy. The Govern­
ment have spent huge sums of mone_y in 
underta.kiJF'S which have been exceedmgly 
unsatisfact;ry to the country. The expendi­
ture in connection wit.h State enterprises for 
1921 was increased by £200,000, and those 
enterprises show a very heavy loss. T~e 
Government ask us to trust them at th1s 
juncture with this amount of money. It is our duty to get the fullest information from 
thP Government, and to give them suflicient 
mc~nwhile to carry on, but nothing more. 
The Government do not deserve the money; 
thev are not worthv of t.he confidence of the 
Committee. The Treasurer smiles, but he 
knows how true that is. 

The TREASGRER : You are wasting time. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I never waste 

time here. The hon. gentleman wants to 
hurrv up. This is the " hurry-scurry Go­
vern~ent," anxious to get into recess as 
quickly as possible. 

The TREASURER : Let us hurry on to the 
next business. 

Ho:-r. W. H. BARNES: The best course 
for the Treasurer would be to give his 
masters a chance of meeting him. He "ants 
to get away from Parliament as quickly as 
possible, but to hang on to office as long as 
he can. I suggest that the hon. gentleman 
should do what any self-respecting len.der 
would do-that is, give us an opportunity to 
sec what the people have to say about it. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I would like 
to ask the Treasurer if any of this £1,250,000 
of loan money is to be expended in the 
construction o{ the Dawson Valley weir, and 
what portion of it is to be expended in the 
construction of a railway from Tara to 
Surat. I would also like to know what the 
Government's intentions are in regard to 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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bringing about the restoration of the cattle 
!ndustry, which, as the Treasurer knows, 
Js at present " down and out." The hon. 
gentleman will· agree with me that perhaps 
nothing in Queensland is affecting us more 
prejudicnJiy than the downfall of the beef 
industrY. In bversea value alone the indus· 
try represents in an ordinary season about 
£4,500,000 per annum, and we have prac­
tically during the last twelve or eighteen 
months been without that amount, which 
would have been spent in the State. The 
industry is carried on mainly bv Queens­
land, and is of much less importance to the 
other States. I think the Government have 
not done all they could have done to assist 
in bringing the industry into a prosperous 
condition. 

The TREAS'CRER: What would you suggest? 

Mr. MORGAN: I \vould suggest that the 
Government should advance money for the 
purpose of establishing new markets in 
other parts of the world. The Imperial 
market is at present useless so far as Aus­
tralian beef is concerned. 'We have been 
informed on good authority that there are 
markets a waiting us in other parts of the 
world; but, as we ha.ve no storage facilities 
for our products, we are unaDlo to take 
advantage of markets in the East-for 
instance, in Japan and India. There are 
no storage facilities or distributin~ centres 
from which to supply the products to the 
people ther:. If the Government would give 
ass1stance m the way of providing storage 
accommodation in those countries, we should 
not then have to depend on t.he markets of 
Great Britain . in disposing of Queensland 
beef. There 1s no country in the world 
whJCh produces better beef than we d·,) in 
Queensland, and it is _only necessary to get 
a maJ'ket for our beef m order to restore n,e 
industry to a prosperous condition. I have 
studied this matt'.'r closely during the past 
~wo year~, and, m my opinion, the cattle 
mdustry m Queensland will not be restored 
to its normal condition until we reoorrnise 
that the British market is lost to us 

0 
and 

that we must endeavour to establish new 
markets in t.he countries I have mentioned 
and in the numerous islands in the Pacific 
the geograj:Jhical position of which prevent~ 
tho Argentme from competing successfully 
w1th us. I would also suggeet that the 
Government should decontrol the price of 
beef m our local markets in Queensland. I 
had a wire from Now South \Vales yesterday 
askmg me to send fat cattle to sell in that 
State. at £1 l?s. per lOO lb. I suppose that 
the h1ghe«t pnoe t.hose ca.ttlo would bring in 
the market 'here would be £1 or £1 ls. per 
100 lb._: ~·et m the adjoining State cattle 
are bnngmg £1 15s .. in Victoria £2 and 
in South Australia £2 5s. per 100 lb. ' 

The TRE.\Sl:RER : Thc>re is a bigger homo 
consumption market there. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is so and Victoria 
and South Australia do not pr~duco sufficient 
lwd for their own requirements. They 
export a lot of mutton. but they practically 
export no beef, and require our beef for the 
local consumer. I suggest that the Treasurer 
should do all he possihlv can in the wav of 
giving railway faciliti,,.; in order that· our 
bee£ may be taken to those centres as 
chea.ply as possible. In order that we mav 
take advantage of these markets, we i'i-:t 
Quocnshmd have the right to see· that all 
t~o markets in Australia arc placed at our 
chsposal. If an article is produced in Vic-

[1111·. JJiorgan. 

toria and it cannot be produced in Queens­
land, then Victoria will take advantage of 
that and compel us to pay a higher price 
for that article. V\'e have the right to get 
the same treatment with regard to our beef. 
We produce the beef here and they do not 
produce it in sufficient quantities in Victoria, 
Nc:w South \Vales, or South Australia for 
their own consumption, and we should be 
given the advantage in those markets. vVe 
should have placed at our disposal every 
facility to enable m to send our beef to 
those markets. vV e should get cheaper 
means of transit and every other facility to 
enable us to place our products in the 
Southern markets in a fit and proper condi. 
tion for human consumption. This Govern­
ment increased the railwa'' freights on stock 
by 63 per cent., but, a'fter a deputation 
waited on the Premier and the Secretary 
for Railways, the Government decreased the 
freight on cattle by 20 per cent. The 
Government are charging 30 per cont. more 
for cattle conveyed on the Queensland rail­
ways to-day than was charged in 1914, not­
withstanding the fact that the market to-day 
is not nearly as good as it was in 1914. If the 
Government were only to do justice to those 
engaged in the cattle industry, they would 
find that it would benefit the financial posi­
tion of the State. Thev can do that by bring­
ing the railway freights down to the rates 
that existed in 1914. Unfortunately, the 
Government do not see their way clear to do 
that. If the Government would reduce the 
rates, they would be more than compensated 
by the number of stock that would travel 
on the railway. In different parts of the 
world they take notice of these things. In 
Canada the Minister for Railways, after 
reducing! fares al1ll freights in connection with 
almost every article carried on the railways, 
said he would sooner carry largo quant!t!es 
of g-oods at low rates than small quantities 
at high rates. Tlw Queensland Government 
are of a different opinion, as they would 
sooner carry a small flUantity of goods at 
a high value. The result is that the railways 
are not working at their full capacity. It 
is better to have more engines and rolling­
stock engaged and have more men at work, 
a'nd this can be done by reducing the 
freights and encouraging more traffic. I 
can tell the Premier from my own experience 
that cattle-owners can drove their stock at 
one-half of the cost that they would have 
to pay if they were carried on the railways. 

The PRE!VIIER : Not for long distances. 

Mr. MORGA:i': Ye': the longer the dis­
tance the cheaper you can drove them. 

Mr. HARTLEY: And. the greater losses in 
the mob. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The only time when the 
l'ailways can compete successfully with 
droving is w·hen there is no water or 
food on the track. Under ordinary circum­
stances \VC can drove our stock for one­
half of the cost that it would take if they 
were sent by rail. It is 0\1 ing to that fact 
that the railways arc losing a great amount 
of traffic that they would otherwise get. The 
same thing applies to motor-cars and other 
things. At one time you would see numbers 
of motor-cars conveyed by rail to !:lifferent 
parts of Queensland, because the fre1ght was 
reasonable. Now that the freight on motor­
cars has been increasE'd to such an extent, the 
pAople who buy cars in Brisbane and other 
centres drive their cars to their destinations 
and the railways lose that freight. Is that 
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good bu<iness' It is not good businPSS, 
because ttll th.n traffic is lost to the railways. 
I hope the G ovcrnment will recognise the 
fact that low nttcs on the railways will 
mean n1oro traffic. It vvill Inea'n more em~ 
ployment. because it will moan more use !or 
the rolling~stock. Instead of men bemg 
employed four or live days a week, they will 
then be employed full time. I think the sug~ 
gestion is well worth consideration. I hope 
the Minister will take a note of my remark, 
as I think something should be done in 
the direction I suggest. If the l'remior is 
waited on at an3· time in respect to the 
< attlo industry, I hope he will give us all 
the assistance he can, because the cattle 
industry has as much right to receive assist~ 
ance as any other industry. \Vhile it is the 
duty of the State to help the cattle industry, 
it is alco the dutv of the Commonwealth 
Governrnent to rcrldcr it every assistance, 
particularly so far as the frozen meat market 
1 , concerned. 

Mr. Bn,;x;;AN: How much assistance has 
the CommonweaJth Government rendered? 
Only £20,000 ! 

Mr. MORGA~: The Commonwealth Go· 
vernmont hccvc granted us a subsidy on all 
frozen rneat exportc·d. rrhey have done far 
rnore than the State UoYcrnrnent have done. 

Mr. BREXX.\N: :\"o. 

;\lr. I\IORGA:\": The only assistance that 
the Queensland Government have rendered 
the cattle industry is by a reduction of 
freights on the railways by 20 per cont. I 
~cfy any mPnrbe1· of the Government, the 
Premier included. to ~ay that they have 
assisted the cattle industry in any other direc­
tion. They increased the freights 63 per 
cont. on the rajlwuvs and afterwards reduced 
them by 20 per cer1t. There are more small 
men engaged in the cattle industry than am 
other industry in Queensland. Hon. membe1:s 
opposite who represent cattle districts, like 
the hon. member for Burke, for instance, 
rcccgnioe that what I say is cmrect. vVe 
all know the cknlorablc condition these men 
are iu at. tlw prC··ont tinll'. rl'hat hon. gontle­
n1all sugge~t.(•d that the rents should be re­
duced in certain parts of Queensland. I 
consider th,,t the cattle men generally shouLd 
have then- rc11ts reduced bv a considerable 
amount. Bnt, instead i£ having their rentals 
reduced, t.hcy ha vo to pay a pcrmlt;c of 10 
per cent. 1! thou- ren!ab are overdue. That 
penalty should be wiped out. A penalty of 
10 per cont. is an exorbitant tax to put on 
those men. Y\'e would not allow a money~ 
lender to charge 10 per cent. 

Mr. BRExX.IX: Ho can charge up to 12 
per cont. 

:'vir. :\IORGA)J: \Ye have an Act of Parlia~ 
ment which prohibits that amount o£ intore~;t 
being charged by the Jew. Kotwithr;hnding 
that fact, we haYo a GoYernmeut '"hich 
imposes this penalty on the man on the 
land. The Governrnent know from thr•jr 
O'"n State stations that the cattle industry 
1s do\Yn and out, and yet they charge a 
penalty of 10 per cent. for non~fulfilment of 
the rent conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL1'URE: That was 
imposed by a Liberal Goyornment. 

Mr. MORGA:\": I asked a question of the 
Secretary for Public Lands, and the hon. 
gent1onwn said he was bringjng in an amend­
ment in that direction. I do not object to 
-the. sheep men and the sugar-growers getting 
assJstance from the Government, but I claim 

that the cattle men arc entitled to some 
consideration, Gecause they cannot pay their 
rentals imposed on them, owing to the fact 
that their stock arc not saleable. In some 
cases th("Y cannot give avray their stock for 
nothing. I know places where splendid cows 
ha vc been offered for sale at less than 10s. a 
head, and three·year·old and four~year~old 
bullocks are offered for £1 a head but 
there were no buvers. That is an illust;ation 
of the state of the cattle market. 'l'he Pre­
mier told us that the State was in a flourish. 
ing coudition. and he deduced that from the 
record attendance at the Brisbane Exhibition. 
If we are to b".SO the prosperity of Queens~ 
land on the attendances at the show and th<e 
racecourses in Brisbane, then Queensland i-; 
p.!'OSpCl'OUS. 

The TRKISCRJ<;R: I said it \Yas a sign of 
prosperity, as indicating t1ho amount of 
rnoncy that \vas being spent. 

. Mr. ::\IORGAN: Is it not a sign o£ stagna~ 
twn and de~Hession that £174,000 bas had to 
L.; given away in doles to kccv people fron1 
starYation, as the Premier himsdf showed by 
figures'! Is it a sign of prospe!'ity that the 
SPcrctary for Agriculture admits that he had 
tu open the opossum. season in order to 
benefit 6,000 men, who were out of work, and 
to enable them to nroYide for their wives and 
children. who we1:e on the verge of starva. 
tion? The innocent opossums had to suffer, 
and I know that the Minister opened the 
St'ason against his own judgrnent; but there 
were p<'ople who would starve had the 
se> a son not been opened. Yet the Premier 
'"ill endeavour to mislead the people by 
f.r::nng that Queensland is in a prosperous 
condition untler Labour rule. I say that 
Cuecrj_:Jland was never in a rr1orc depressed 
condition than at the pr0"ent 1nornent. I 
am not judging Quepnsland be· "·hat. I see in 
Dri•,bane, but by what I '"G in the back 
blocks, where I li,·e. If you are going to 
judge Queensland's prosperity by "hat you 
~en in Brisbane, where everybody is ni(~ely 
drc'3~L·d, and the picture :3hO\VS are C'rowclcd, 
you are judging Queensland on a false basis. 
It onlv shm~.s that the attractions of the 
cities ~re mch that they arc luring veople 
a way from the country ; but we sl1all have 
ro pay for it sooner or later. As surely as 
the sun rises cycry n1orning the time is 
co1ning \rh{'n the people of B_._·iRbane and 
the towns generally are going to feel the 
effccta from which the country people are 
suffrring at the prr,·cnt tin1e. They are 
b~~ron1ing poorer day by day. 

Mr. BHEXXAX: The farmers arc better off 
than CYCr thPY '\YC'l'C. 

;\Ir. ::\IORCAX: The Treasurer is dav by 
day intwclucing into this Chamber logisla­
tion to try to keep the farmer on the land. 
That shows that the hon. member for 
Toowoomba does not know what he is 
talking about when he says that the farmer 
is better off to~da)T than evor hcforo. I hope 
the r.rreasuror will t:1ke note of n1y remarks, 
and lot me know just what he intends to do 
for those JWoplto who are down and out, and 
who are entitled to a fair share of prosperity. 

Mr. CORSER (JJurndt) : It is not our 
intention to oppose the vote. The Treasurer 
is asking for no less than £4.500,000 for the 
next t\''o months-£2.000,000 from revenue, 
£1.250,000 from tho Trust Funds, and a 
similar amount from the Loan Fund. As 
we arc told in tho Financial Statement that 
it is proposed to spend £12,780,000 from 

Mr. Corser.] 
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revenue this year, how are we going to live 
within that margin if for two months we 
require £2,000,000 '! In the twelve months, 
too, the Treasurer estimates that an expendi­
ture of £5,000,000 from loan is going to be 
sufficient, and yet he is going to spend 
£1,250,000 in t.v.o months. This will give us 
a VCl'J much gTeater general expenditure at 
the end of the year than the £17,780,000 pro­
posed in his Budget Speech. It is very 
nice, before an election, to make appropria­
tiom so that, when the House dissolves, or 
if tho Government prefer to enjoy a recess, 
sufficient funds will have been passed for the 
purpose; but we must remember that the 
people of Qneensland have some day to foot 
the bill, and ihat, when we expend large 
sums fron1 Trust and Loan Funds, someone 
must pay the piper some day. \Ve must 
also remmnher that during th~ ~'ears in which 
this Government have been in office, they 
lm ve increased taxation per head from £1 
Ss. 2d. to no less than £4 Ss. lOci. 

::.\1r. COLLINS: That is not correct. 

Mr. CORSER: It is correct. 
Mr. CoLLII'iS : Taxation is paid by the 

''Teal thy. 

Mr. CORSEH: \Vbon we bad the Local 
Authorities Bill before the House and the 
Bill adj u~ting pa':'t.oral rents, we were told 
that ail taxation \Vas prricl by the \Vorkers, so 
that the hon. me,;1bcr cannot be consistent 
in his remark. \Vhcn it suits hou. 1nernbers 
on the other side, thcv clain1 that the 
workl'rs pay; but, whe"n there arc big 
dcficicncieo, we arc told that the wealthy 
paJ. 

Mr. \V. COOPEH: You made up the 
deficiencies by selling Crown lands. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. members did not 
maim them up by giving Cro·-.1·n lands to the 
Trades Hall. The Government do not 
bc!i"'·o that anv man should have a freehold 
title. They cl;im that perpetual leasehold 
is better; but, when their own Trades Hall 
v illlk'd a new site and .a new buildincr an 
exc-eption was n1ade in favour o{'' tho 
autocrats of the Labour movement, and they 
rcc81Yed a freehold title of a verv choice 
piece of land on which to build a" fort or 
something like it over the city of Brisbane. 

The TllEASUHER: Speak up. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: If the hon. member cannot 
hear, we will try to find a scat for him over 
here. (Renewed laughter.) 

The TREASURER : You ha ye already tried. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: We have not tried. When 
we do try to do anything, we go on till we 
filiish. Nor did we try to find the £3,500. 

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. mem­
ber is not going to suggc;t that that came 
out of Trust Funds? (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSEH : I would not; but I would 
suggest that such an appropriation should 
be referred to the Price Fixing Commissioner 
to sec that be gets fair value. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : \Vhom are you 
referring to? 

Mr. CORSER: I 
anybody. 

am not referring to 

Mr. PEASE: He lS your boss outside. 

[Mr. Corser. 

Mr. CORSER : He is not my boss. Hon. 
members are whipp0d by a boss outside, 
which is the reaoon why they give to the 
Trades Hall the freehold they will not give 
to the individual farmer. They say to the 
man outside, " Go on the land "; but on one 
occasion in my electorate, the Workers' Politi­
cal Org·anisation asked that the land in a 
certain neighbourhood should be opened 
under perpetual lease and \lot freehold. 
Another Government was in office then, and 
it was decided that the land should be opened 
for selection under perpetual lease or free­
bold. Not one application for that land was 
made under perpetual lease conditions, and. 

not one of those people in the 
[8.30 p.m.] Workers' Political Organi>ation 

was an applicant for that land. 
Those aro the people who wish to dictate the 
policy of the other fellow who has to go on 
to the land. 'The Country party's policy in 
that regard claims that whoever goes on the 
land should have the option of saYing whether 
he wishes to enjoy the freehold or the per­
petual leaso tenure. 

.Mr. COOPER: Expound your platform. 

::\Ir. CORSEH: We know what the platform 
of hon. g~ntlcmen opposite was in 1915. They 
claimed that, when the workers fully realised 
what an interc>t bill meant they would 
storm Parliament Hou•o; that they would 
puil down the in,titution which w.cs respon­
sible for their being called upon to pay to 
some financiCI's on the other side the amount 
rcprc.ented by the big intorr-t bill which is 
rendered necesF'ary by borrowing money. 
\Vhcn thcv came into office thev found a 
public d0bt amounting to £52.000,000-in­
curred chi('ily in building railways, which 
were paying and wore a credit to the State 
and the n1en \Yho '''ere running them-and 
thev increase'' the public debt from 
£52.000,000 to £S5,000,000. 

Tlw 'l'REiSURFR: I'art of that v:as your 
liability. 

:\h. COHSER: Part. of that was our trust 
account. -which tho hon. gcntlema11 spent. 
During their term of oHice thio Government-­
who did not wish to borrow monev, who 
shunned the idea of borrowing money­
expended no less than £33,000,000 of loan 
money; and the\' propose to spend £5,000,00@ 
in that way during this year. During their 
term of office this Government, who said 
they had no money to carry out their plat­
form, spent no less than £103,000,000, not 
including 'Trust Fund expenditure. 

The 'TRE.\SURER: You sa'-' we spent 
£103,000.000 and yet could not ·ecure money. 

Mr. CORSEH: You spent £103,000,000 and 
claimed that you could not secure money. 

The TREASURER: You claimed that our 
credit was destroyed. 

i\Jr. CORSE.R: The Government's credit 
evidently \vas not ruined by anything that 
"as done by Quccnslandcrs in opposition. 
They had to buv their credit by going to 
"Yankee Land." They spent £70,000,000 
fron1 revenue. 

Mr. l'EARE: The Federal member for \Vide 
Bay said that )OUr party had no policy. 

Mr. CORSEH: I have known the FederaJ 
member for Wide Bav all my life. 
(Laughter.) -

?llr. PEASE: I 8uid sooner believe him 
than believe you. 
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Mr. CORSER: You only believe us when 
it suits you. What else do we find that 
hon. gentlemen opposite have done"! They 
have had to increase taxation; thev have 
had to increase their loan expenditur"e; and 
they have spent a large amount of money 
from Trust Funds-becau··e thev have killed 
the incentive for thrift and the:,, have killed 
industry in the State. When they first came 
on the front Treasury benches we told the 
people of Queensland that their policy of 
socialism-like. their present-day communism 
-meant the strflmg of enterprise and would 
kill thrift and industry. Does ,;at the con­
dition of the country to-·day prove that tho··e 
~tatements of ours were correct in every 
detail'! During the eighteen months prior 
to July of last year there was invested in 
new indu.·trios in the Commonwealth no less 
than. £270,000,000 of new money-chiefly 
Bnt1sh money-and only a very small pro­
portion of that came to this State. We as 
Qucenslanders on the next occasion that we 
have will see that our vote· at the ballot-box 
w.ill make Queensland v.·hat it should be, by 
grvmg encouragement to thrift and industrv 
and to tho man of initiative, so that he cai1 
inYe;'t hi..3 capjtal in his own bu,,iness and 
give employment to Queendandcrs, who are 
as good at the lathe or the machine as are 
any people in the Southern States. 

Mr. WEIR: Will you allow private 
2IT>ploycro to build butter factories? 

Mr. CORSER: The farmers subscribed 
the money to bPild them. \Ye do not want 
tho Go;·ornmcnt to buiJ.d them. 

Mr. VlEIR: You want the people to build 
them, like we do? 

Mr. CORSEH: We want thorn to bo built 
for the people who are interested. \Ve 
believe that the control of industry is best 
left m the ha.nds of the pcnsons engaged in 
that industry-that the primary producer 
1s the man who should control his own indus­
try. \Yhen I refer to industrial co·opera­
tion I do not wish to mix it with c\omestic 
C')-opcra.tion. \Vo say, too, t.hat, whiLt wo 
wish to encourage our prjmar_v industries, 
w"~ \vant to sC'o our ra\v products converted 
into manufactured article-; be· Quconslanders 
' ho are enjo;·ing the be-st conditions an l the 
best v-agco that c·m be paid. Although the 
Country party has been belittled bv some 
,,f the strongoet metropolitan 'papers, 
although that Prc.,s from d:q to day make 
\vhatevcr st::.tcn1cnts thoy like and \V0 can­
not refute them except in this Chamber, we 
claim that, as a Country parte-, for the 
prosporrty of the country \\'C wish to build 
up our secondary industric _) so that our· citv 
as \vcll as our country people can onjoJ 
the benefit of full primary production. I'Ve 
are not sectional in any degree; we believe 
that there ia a place under the mn for everv 
section of the people in the State, and we 
arc determined to improve the State to the 
extent to which Providence intended it 
should be improved. \Ve rep'udiate the 
"tatement that we are sectional. \Ve repudi­
ate the articles we see in some of the 
metropolitan Press. 

Mr. ELPHDJSTONE: Used for a purpose. 

Mr. CORSER: Used to trv and belittle 
us. I sympathise with the 'Labour party, 
if they have sometimes had to suffer a 
criticism by some of the unfair Press in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. ELPHixSTONE: That is t.he only sym­
pathy we have for them, though. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER : A few years ago in this 
House mine was a lonely voice advocating 
the advantages of the lands of the Upper 
Burnett. It was claimed that I was using 
th<· parish pump in the interest of the elec­
torate I represent. What do we find to-day? 
Whilst we asked for £300,000 to open up 
tbat land, as suggested b:T the largest com­
mission of inquiry over held on any land 
in Queensland, the Government have now 
launched in that district, with the object of 
opening up that land, a railway polioy 
involving an expenditure of £2,500,000-and 
that is not going to complete it. I say to 
the Government that, in deciding upon 
resumptions, they should leave in the hands 
of the grazier thooo lands which are fit only 
for grazing, and put in the hands of the 
smaller men only .;uch lands as are worthy 
of his holding and on which he could make 
a living. \Vhere lands cannot be thrown 
open in small areas, lot them give a man 
a sufficient area to allow him to make a 
living. Whatever were my opinions in those 
daYs they are my opinions to-day. I add 
this: That, since the Government are spend­
Ing Queensland's mane:: in the Upper Bur­
nett, I will do everything in my power, as 
the member for tho district, to assist the 
sottlemcnt of that land in the best interests 
of t.he State. The Government will have 
my ar-cistanc", as member for the district, to 
settle those lands and induce the best men 
to go there. I only hope that the scheme 
will eventually prove Sllcocssful. 

:Hr. C'oLLixS : You only hope that the 
Govornnoont will remain in office to carry it 
out. 

Mr. CORSER: If the Government remain 
in office for the next t'.venty years the hon. 
gentleman will not get his iron and steel 
"arks. (Laughter.) \Ve were promised, and 
ho was promised, those works. \Ve believed 
they wore going to be erected in the Burnett 
district, where we have the best iron in 
Ouoensland at Mount Biggenden and Mount 
Hastings. I think the hon. gentleman was 
tlw last to advooa,te the establishment of 
the. \'\'arks in the Bowen district, but he came 
out on top, although he has not got those 
works ;-et. The manager who was engaged 
for the works is now trying to get coal from 
Barala ba and other State coal mines, and he 
is also managing thn State arsenic mine. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLINS: And don't forget ho is 
managing the Bowon State Coal Mine, which 
will be producing coal on the 29th of this 
month. 

GovERN][E:oiT ME"IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CORSER: I hope it will be more 
succcs,;ful than t.ho other State enterprises, 
boe11use they paint a very ugly picture in 
Labour politics in Queensland. 

~fr. \VARREN: The v.Tarra. State Coal Mine! 

Mr. CORSER: The Wan·a State Coal Mine 
watered all the cattle in that .district during 
the lest drought. (Opposition laughter.) It 
cost £47,000 to dig that hole. We also have 
the sorry spectacle of the Government's 
adventure in mineral oil. They imported a 
man from America, and now the-e have a 
f\"reat steel bit. 8 feet long, properiy embed­
ded in the bore casing, and from week to 
week we hertr possibiliti('S of success-that 
oil is smelt-or probably it is kerosene. The 
present Government have spent a lot of 

llir. Corser.] 
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money in that venture with very little 
success. 

Mr. RIORDAN: \Vo did not oven get the 
om1ell when hon. members opposite wore over 
hl'l'e. 

Mr. CORSER: We have got the smell now. 

11/Ir. RIORDAN: Hon. members opposite have 
the smell of those bonds, all right. (Govern­
mont laughter.) 

::\h. CORSER: That is the hope of the 
Government. The Government promised to 
amend the State Advances Corporation 
Act, and it was amended by increasing the 
advances from £800 to £1,200; but that is 
only on paper, for in practice a man is lucky 
if he gets £200 on a Government valuation 
of £600; and, if he is hit up in bad times 
and cannot make his payments he has got to 
sign a stock mortgage; and, if he does not 
do that, the State Advances Corporation will 
do it for him. That is the result of the Act 
pasoed by the present Government. 

Mr. COLLIKS: \Vhat do you propose? 

Mr. CORSER: I propose to give the 
farmers fair value for their money and make 
the advances in accordance with the Act. 
Hon; members opposite claimed during tho 
last elections that they had made the Act moro 
liberal. 

Mr. CoLLINS: So wo have. 

Mr. CORSER: The Act is liberal, all right. 
but the administration is rotten. It is only 
worthy of hon. members opposite. 

The SECBE'l'AHY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhom do 
you blame? 

Mr. COPSETI: The hon. gentleman as much 
as anybody. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOH AGRICGL1'URE: 'What Act 
are you talking about? 

Mr. CORSER: The State Advances Cor­
poration Act. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: I have 
nothing to ,do with that. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has 
not no", but he did h>tve something to do 
with it. He shuns it like mo·'t other hon. 
gentlornan on the other side. Unfortunately, 
it is now umlcr the control of the Premier, 
and the Government are pron1ising to arnond 
it. They claim that it is not what they said 
it was. The Act is all right, but the trouble 
is \Yith the regulations. The Govcrnrnont 
have this bo>tu\ iful Act saying that certain 
advances an to bc made to farmers and 
farrners' wiYcs, and that thev arc going to 
have anything they_ want, and then they 
draft a lot of rcgulatJOns, and the farrncr loses 
the farm in the end. I have seen notices on 
farrns in n1:v district during times of drought 
stating " rrhis farn1 has been seized by the 
State Advances Corporation." This has be 'n 
done because the man would not sign " stock 
1nortgage, or because he could not pay his 
interl"'t and his redemption. 

1\fr. COLLJKS : ·what did the hon. member 
for tho district do? 

::vl:r. CORSER: Ho brought that noti<:'' 
down and showed it to the department. Any 
man who removed that notice was supposed 
to be put in gaol. I have any number of 
instanc8S of hardship to the country people 
through drought. These people have to work, 

[ll!r·. Cm·ser. 

not as members of Parliament have to do­
for a few honrs a day sitting down. 

Mr. GoLLTXS: The hon. member is a mem­
ber of Parliament. 

Mr. CORSER: During the life of a primary 
producer who secures an advance from the 
State Advance' Corporation he must be suc­
cessful and not experience any droughts, or 
he will have the heel of the Government 
down on him. We find that the Workers' 
Homes Act is to be amended to make greater 
provision for the men in the city. When we 
had that Bill before the House it was opposed 
by Labour members, because it meant giving 
to the individual worker a home and a pielce 
of land of his own. If ever the Country 
part::; have an opportunity of providing land 
for tne farmers and also for the city workers 
tlwy will give them a freehold to make it 
possible for them to own their homes. To 
make a successful State they should own their 
own homes and the furniture in them. When 
they have got that title. the:: will have the 
security that will make them proud citizens 
of the State, and you must have proud 
citjzens if you aro going to have a proud 
and successful State. 

Mr. SIZER (~Vundah): Before wo pass this 
first Appropriation Bill to provide for the 
needs of the public service since the Govern­
ment have shown a reversal of their policy 
and have taken awa:· from public servants 
those privileges which until quite roe 'ntly 
the Govcrnml'nt were quite proud to laud, I 
think we should have some information from 
the Government on the question of their 
future policy affecting the public sorva.nts. 
Vl o knovv that during the lifo of this Parlia­
ment and the last Parliament there was 
great jui.Jilation in the ranks of the Govern· 
ment party because thev had at last granted 
to the public servants the right to go to the 
Arbitration Court tho same as any other class 
in the community. It has been said by people 
outside Parliament who support the Govern­
ment that the policy of the Arbitration Court 
ls to raise wages and not to d_crcase them. 
Knowing tho reversal of tho Government 
policy. I want to know from the Treasurer 
what is going to be the position with regard 
to public servants in the futuro. Will they 
be depriy,ed of their automatic increases as a 
result of the Government's recent act? The 
e-ffect on a man with oYer £300 per annum 
is going to be very, yory harch indeed. It is 
o'enerallv r·Pcognised that public servants have ro accept a 5 per cent. reduc~.ion, the same as 
members of Parliament rtnd people outside; 
but at the same time thoro is no future 
provision whereby a man on the £300 maTk 
will be protected with respect to his. auto­
matic increases, and this little reductiOn of 
5 per cent. will mean a reduction of 15 per 
cent. in some cases. 

Before we pass this Appropriation Bill we 
_,hou]d hrrYe some assuranre frorn the GoYcrn­
ment that the automatic increases will not be 
interfered with. \'v"hon the Bill to provide 
for a 5 per cpnt. reduction in the salaries of 
public servants was i.Jdoro the House, the 
hon. lTIC'mbnr for Enoggera was anxious to 
move an ftnwndment to protect the public 
servant' in the matter of their automatic 
incrcaf'l.:i, but we 'vero inforn1ed by the Pre­
mier that hl· 1vas not prepar0d to hc:1r argu­
ment on that occasion bv virtue of the fact 
that before the hon. member for Enoggera 
had an opportunity to move his amendment 
the Premier rose in his place and moved-
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" That the que··tion be now put." It is unfor­
tunate that Parliament hus been degraded to 
£uch an extent as to doprjvo the hon. n1mnbor 
of an opportunity of dJ;;,cusc,ing that ITI08t 

irnportant subject. It sho\YS how we aro 
di vPrging from the principles of democratic 
govorn1nent when 1nembers of the AssemblT,~. 
ulected by tLe people out· ide, can, at tl;e 
'weot will of one inclivirluul. be depriYcd of 
the right of discus6ing ,1 n1ost in1portant sub~ 
joct dealing ·.:ith the honotE' of the Govcrn­
nH~I;t in regard to a Cf'l'ttli1l ;o:(~rtion of their 
-crnployces. IIapponings of this sort aro 
doi.ng more to unrlcnnino our parlian1ontary 
~Y'· tem of gov0rn1nent nnrl to bring Parliu­
l1lent i11to disrepute ancl ridic-ule than any­
thiug cl,.o ono can irnnginc. \Vhen we <:!O~­
;;ider the position wo ~hould 7]ke this oppor­
~unit,...- of d i1SCT1 sing the qtu·stion as fullv as 
~WE-sibh~, . nnd I ~m1 g_lnd of yQur gcncl'C~,it_y. 
~~Ir. Chan·n1a n, 111 tl11s connect] on. 

The CHAIR:V1 \N: Ord0r! I hope the 
hem. nwrn hPr i::'i not reflecting- on the Chair. 
{Laughter.) 

:\Ir. SIZER: Quite the oppo-.ite. I was 
paying a L·ibutc to your fairness this evening. 

The CHAIRlvL\N: The hon. memb~r is 
:not in nrdc·r in o•uving I H!n fajr this 0\"f'llino· 

and nnfair on so1~11e other occa:;:;Jon. I hop~ 
the hon. n1ombcr will gPt to the rr·-olution 
before the f!onnnittee and discnss that. 

Mr. SIZF~R: This modest little 5 per cent. 
re_Juctiotl in thr- '·a1aries of publir servants 
\Ylll nH_.:tn that in son1e ca~~'S the n10n 1vill Lo 
-rlPprivcd of their autonwtic iurrna~t ··. So1ne 
<Jf then1 will really be worse off than they 
'\ore before thL.Y got the incrcaG.e, and in 
their ( .l~cs it is trnlv a caf--n of the nrovcrbinl 
Irishrnan~~ rise. ~o doubt, ccrb~in public 
·.'it~rvant j ho\"C nwdc con1:nitnH~nt~, trustiug 
in the good faith of tht' Gov0r11n1cnt that 
i:hcil' aniomatic in-crf'ascs "";ou1.J be protected, 
but nov.' they fiiH_{ thcv arc to Jose them in 
addit;oll to the 5 pc1: Cf'nt. It is a InoBt 
unfair pmition, and bcfol'0 the Appmpriation 
Bill is nas-;-ed ·we should haYc cvcrv as·~urancc 
from the Govcrn1nent thut thcv· intend to 
prote-ct tlwse n.uhHnatic iucr0ase" · 

I hope that so1nc adequate provi::-:.ion is 
made in this A11propriation Bill to remcdv 
the scandalou 1 ::'tato into \Yhirh ~m ne of ou'r 
Stat-~ propcTt-y, particnlr~rly srhoo1 hni1<!iugs. 
has fulJcn. 1 SYHlpa.tbi8C with the S('C!'Ctarv 
for Public Jmti·uction, heeaust I hclic•ve h;, 
is anxiou~ to proYide tho.'~C school building:3 
thr~t al·e necc,,ary for tlw childrPn. He 
realise<> that manv of our school building' arc 
dilapidated and -overcrowded. but. unfortu­
ne.te!!. "\Yhcn ho makes a reronHnPn.t:.ltion to 
the \Vorks Deparhwut, the \Yorks Depart­
ment hcs power to turn his recommendation 
dovln. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC IxsTRUCTIOX : 
My recommendations are onlv turned down 
because of a lack of money_ " 

Mr. SIZER: The GoYcrmncnt ha Ye had a 
record _loan expenditure. and yet in reg·ard to 
one pnman functwn of the Govermncnt-the 
prate •tion of the interests of the VOUTW-thev 
have to nrlmit candidlv the_. ha~-c JH~t suffi­
cient money to keep tl1ese e~sential functions 
up to a decent -;tandard. 

Mr. RYAN: They do not admit that at ull. 

Mr. SIZER: Thev must admit it. The 
GovernrnE'nt have ha'd the monev, but thev 
have wasted it on frivolous 'enterprise~. 

1922-2 w 

Thev have ueglected these essential functions 
of C}ovcrnment, with the result that their 
~chDol building;;<. rolling stock, etc., are in 
::-uch a deplorable condition that it is irnpos­
sible for anyone to get an adequate idea '?f 
the true position of the State, because, 111 

order to do that, one ha, to estimate how 
much it "·ould cost to bring these school 
buildings and rolling stock up to a fair and 
reasonable standard. 

Th" SECH'TmY FOH l'L:flLIC IJnTRFCTIO:<: 
The ~ct'hool buildings are in a bcUt!l' con­
dition no\v than ever they 1.vero. 

lVIr. SIZER: Sorne ~chool building"' an• 
being crcc~ed, anJ s "JIIlO rf:'~Jalrs arc- being 
.art(:udcd to, but for eYL'l'Y one that has been 
attended to there arc ten which nave ~}CCll 
neglected. 

Mr. COLLIXS: That i' not true. 

Mr. STZER: Tho hon. member know, that 
it i~ true. 

Mr. HYAN: Kame ono sdwol that is falling 
down. 

J\lr. SIZEH : If the hon. member will go a 
few miles out to Zillmc:rc he will see a 
~chool \-:hich js falling do'IYn. It has bceL 
there sixtv or ~c~yentv YL'CJ rs, and has hc'C'tl 
condenmecl by the \V orb Dopar·tment for 
sonic eon~idPrab~t- time. Pro\·i·icn is 1nadc 
for 70 or 100 children, \vhile double the 
numLHoc' of children are attending daily. 

lion. IY. FORGAX S:\II1'H: Do you know 
thn.t Hj)proval v;as givc-n for certain work 
tlJ0l'C this ~.ycck? 

Mr. SIZER: I am Ycry p1t.~ascd to hear 
that. and I am glad to kllo\\· that my repre­
sentations at la~t aro bcarl11g fruit. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: You never made 
repreF,c:ntations to 1ne at alL 

:.\Ir. SIZEH: l did not g·o to the hon. 
gcnt1cn1Hll. I 1-vcnt to the l~ndcr Secretary. 
I ran get better rc.~ult:-:; frmn the Under St>c­
rctary. If the hon. gent !mnnn \vill go to his 
Under Secretary. he \vi!! fincl that the chu-;r. 
1nan of this se hool con11nittcc n.nd 1nvself 
were \Yith his Under Secretary \Vithin' t}n' 
last month. c 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAX S}IJTH: \Yhy Lli.d you rwt 
C'OTI10 to 1118 '! 

;\l[r. SIZER: I prd0r to o;o to the L'ndcc 
Secretary. 

l\1r. BR\XD: Is it n0cc ,~ 1ry to go to you 
for cycry little job' 

Hon. \V. FouG,\N S}!ITH : This is not a litt.Je 
job. 

Mr. SIZER : I am glad to know that 
something is at. last being done. The Sccro­
tarv for Public Instruction knows lt has 
bec'n thought of for years, and hr.:. has con-

tinually done his utmost to httve 
[9 p.m.] the school attendecl to. He ex-

preded those views to a deputa­
tion recently. \Ve followed up that deputa­
tion by asking the Public ·works Department 
to try and get it as high up in the list as 
possible. and I am glad to hear from the 
:Ylinister that \Ye ha.-e got it. But where 
one school is being dtonded to there are 
twenty which arc being neglected. 

Mr. COLLIXS: That is not true. 

Mr. SIZER: It is true. I l.Jelievc ;t 
'vould require an enonnous ~u1n to bring 
our school buildings up to date. 

Mr. KERR: A quarter of a million pounds. 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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Mr. SIZER: Far more than that. 

Mr. RIORDAN: \'i'hat school buildings round 
here want bringing np to date? 

Mr. SIZER: I do not want to use the 
parish pump; but, if the hot1. member would 
pttv a visit ~,rith IIJO to the S·1ndgate school, 
he. would be astounded at the c.C>mdalous 
condition it is in; so much so that we have 
had to send some of our children to the 
other end of the town to be educated in iL 
shod. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Some people in j·,he country 
have to send their children 5 or 10 miles to 
school. 

Mr. SIZER: I hope that matter will be 
rcetificd. I know of one case vvhere a~1 acldi~ 
tion was carried out in Inv electorate to a 
school \\hi eh was not in such a b:cd ''01!di­
tion as some of the ·choob I have n:cnt.ioned. 
rrhnt was done without nny TC'llr~._~:3C'lltati·Jn 
ou rr1y part, although it is in n1y ett~crorute. 

Hon. vV. FoRGA); SMITH: You have never 
1nado an:," representation to n1e at any time 
'vith regard to any school. 

Mr. SI%ER: Because the hon. gentleman 
haprwn,~ to live in tbat locality, he 1-vas 
prepared to tpend a big -"utn o1 money on 
additions to a ne\v sdwol ,a short tinl8 ago­
however j uqtiticd it was-in preference to the 
places when~ there v:as either no school at 
all or the school was dilapid>ttcd. 

Hon. IV. FoRGAK SMITH: Do you say that 
that work was not necoo·,ary '? 

:vrr. SI?;ER: I eay that the work was 
nccusf:n.ry, but noth]Jlg' like a·, nccn~sary as 
at :Zillrnere. Sandgatc, ancl iu the other 
cases that I have rncntinncd. The r0ason 
whv that school got pt'cfenonce is. I belieYe, 
beCaube the hon. gc:11tlctnan happens to livo 
thoro, and also the hon. member for 
Herbcrt. 

Hon. \V. FORGAK S:\ITTH: My children go 
to the Nundah school. 

Mr. SI?;ER: Although it is in my elect­
orate, I say that it was not as urgent as 
other cases. 

Hon. vV. FORGAN S~IITII: Is it in your elect-
orat. under the redistrnJntiou of seats 
scheme? 

:\1r. SI?;ER: Some of it is. It is not 
fair that the hon. gent]ernan, by virtue of 
occup_t. 1ng 1 he po:3Itlou o! S::•cretary for 
Public: \York:;, should be aLlc' to igllOl'B tho 
l'd.'Oilltnendrd,;ons of hi~ rollcagnc tbL' Secrc~ 
bry for P>Iblic Insi.ruct;on to tlw ·works 
f)Qpartrnent and OYC.tTu:c thon at his own 
S\Yect vdll. 

Hon. vY. F'ORGA); SMITH: You must ha>C 
been very neglectful of your duties. 

};lr. SIZER: I am prepared to say the"t 
there are in rnv clretorate nu1nbers of 
requests for school additions recommended 
by the Secretary for Public Iwtruction which 
arc more pressing in their urgency than the 
Virginia school. 

Hon. IV. FoRGAN S:,tiTH: This is the first 
tinH3 you have mentioned Zillmere, and never 
at iLny time you have been in my office ha\'e 
vou recornrnended a ,sjngle school. You 
~honld go about the matter in a proper way. 

Mr. SIZER : The J\linister should go 
about the matter in a proper way and decide 
ca£,e'3 on their merit~-. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: So they are de­
cided on their merits. 

[Mr. Sizer. 

1\Ir. 8IZER: He should not be influenced 
bv the fact that hc li>ce in a district whid; 
hl1s a ne7

, school that needs rtn <"Xte·nsion. 
Hon. \Y. FoRGAX SMITH: I sav that is abso­

lni.f'l:V untrue. You do uot krlo1v \Vha~ yotl. 
arc talking about. 

Mr. SIZER: It is true. 

The CHAIR:VIAC\1: Order 1 The hon. 
memLer must accept the JV1inister's denial. 

.'\1r. RIZER: The Zillmcre school was con­
dcrnned. The \li1ginia Gchool was a new 
school, probably not more than hvo ycar·s Dld, 
hut "n elaborate extension hao Leen added to 
the school within the last fovc months without 
anv reference to rnc as 1ncmbcr for tho dis­
trict. 

Hon. \'i'. FoHGAN SMITH: It shows how 
neglectful :,7 ou are. 

Mr. S1ZER: It shows that I have not been 
shown the wur1es:v f!in•n by other depart­
nwnts. To my kll<Jwledge, I have not re­
Cf~jycd an~· infornwtlon. 

Hon. \Y. Fon.GAK S}IJTTI: You ought to be· 
more cQrdul. I en P produce a copy of a 
letter to you from the files to.morrow. 

~Ir. SIZLR : The school there v.-as recom­
tnPndccl and gra.hted before hundreds of 
others. 

'ThP CHAIR MA=": Order! I hope the 
hon. member is not going to be guilty of 
tedious l'<"petition. Ile has repeated himself 
three times in connection with the Zillmere 
schooL 

Mr. SIZER : I want to emphasise it, 
because the l'viini oter ,. uys that what I say 
is untrue. 

Hon. vV. FoRG.\N s,IITH : I am the best 
judge of that ma.ttcr. 

11:r. SIZER: I notice tho rnanncr in whjch 
your judgr.:wnt runs. 

The f'HAIRMA'\': Order ! I hope the 
h0n. memLer will address the Chair. 

Mr. 81/':ER: I want to know whether pro­
\~ision is rnnde in this lo~1n rnonev to bring 
iuto operation the V\~ork<.>r_,' Hornes Act 
which has been landed bv the Government 
party for 11 con3idcrab]c tln1e. 

Thh. H.IORlHK: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SIZER: I gatlwr from that "Hear, 
hear! " that :::orno of this loan rnoney is to 
be used for that purpose. 

~lr. RIOHDAX: It ts time the workers got 
sorncthing. 

::Ylr. SI?;ER: It is time tho.v got some­
thi:lg. Thov have been expecting it for 
about seye·1 · yo·us ar.d ha·" not got it yet. 
J'\ow that the Government reali"e the. have 
loc,t the confidence of the industrial workers, 
they are appealing to the primary producers, 
and it. is noces~ary for hon. n1embers on 
this side to ask the Govemment to honour 
their pledges to the industrial workers. One 
o; the most prominent features of the 
Governn1cnfs pr_ogramme at the last election 
was the Workers' Homes Act. but so far 
nothing has been done in regard to that 
measure. Prob tbly in the dying days of the 
se,sion something will be done. Is there any 
money provided under this Appropriation 
Bill for that purpose? I hope also that 
gr<>ater activity is going to take plaoe--

Mr. RIORDAN: In taking over the trams. 

Mr. SIZER: I will probably corn<' to the 
trams directly. I hope that greater assist.­
ance will be granted to provide moneys for 
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the \V orkerc' Dwellings Act, because I prefer 
the Workers' Dwellings Act to the ·workers· 
b.olTI('"' Act. 

~Ir. Hrol!DAN: Do you knovv ·which is 
\vhich '! 

l\Ir. SI7.RR: One is an Act which was 
pa .. ccd by thi.• party when in power, and the 
other i a usclc, Act ''"hi eh has never been 
put into operation. but has simply been 
dangled before the people for electioneering 
purpose:::. 

:\IJ;. RroRDAX: It was thrown out by Your 
puty in the 1; pp er Houco. • 

Mr. SI7~ER: Tho vv·orlu•rs' Dwellings Act, 
which wa·, pa·.·ed by th.· Liberal Government, 
lms given more home·• to people than any 
other ~\et passed in any State in the Com­
mzonwcalth. I hopL' that mflicient provision 
will be made for mane· under that Act. I 
hope that the Govcrnn{"ent arc not going to 
;:;pend auy n1ore rnoney in perilous adven­
ture~ an-d for spcculatiYo f?nterpriscs, ·;;uf'h as 
buying iron deposits in \V cstern Australia 
that will neye,· be u-ced. 

'1r. CoLLIXS: That iJ not correct. 

Mr. SIZEE: \Ve know that it will neYer 
be u,cd. l licpe that there will be some 
curtailment in the wa,teful expenditure of 
Govt~l'lllllPnt lnoney on perilow·.J enterprises. 
I hope th Gove.rnment will seo the wisdom 
of n•licYing the unemployed by allowing the 
people in the rnetropolitan area. and outskirt~ 
to enjo."' electric light facilities. 

.!'dr. COLLINS: Cndcr the control of the 
Couuil. 

1\lr. biZEH.: I arn not concl rne:d about 
that, so lo11g as the people are rea.'onably 
protected a11d the n~;,idcnts get the cor.ofort 
th. y dL•,iru. It is much better to give 
~~mpluynH'nt io n1en ]n that \·.ay than to 
men a se the veto for the pa_. me1:t of doles, 
;vhieh lu1~ bt'l'l1 largely added to during· the 
1<.t' t ye-ar Ol' ao. 

:,Jr. SWAY;\;E (J£ir ·ni): I understand that 
a cun-,.ldorablo un1ouut of loan n1onuy is 
involYed in this yute, r ud, \Yhilo we are on 
the ~uLj~~ct, lt is as well to draw attention 
to the work paid for out of loan account. J 
have alY,ass cxprc,':icd the opi11ion-and I 
thiuk a large rnajor!ty of thP people of 
(JuoeJJsland ·will a·~rce with n1c·~that the 
intt.'rc·t;:; of the people 'xuuld Le bc~ttPr ~\_~r-;cd 
if WP altt•re'i the s,yt:-.tc·rn ui constructing our 
rtlih;nys auJ public buildings. y,re have had 
the day-laboul' systorn iu operation for son1e 
time, cwJ I think I am , ell within the mark 
when I sav that under that systmu it costs £3 
for work .. which V\'C c.Juid iet du11e for £2 
utHier the coutract system. \Yhcn \VD arc vot­
ing rniili(lns for the construction of railways, 
:,'OU can --eo that, whe.:.l ono-third of the arnount 
is wa -tcd under the present system, it runs 
into a large sum, and should make hon. 
tnernbcr,:::. realise the scriousne;:.,, of the posi­
tion. Dealing with public works, I might 
druwn attention to question which I asked 
tho Premier on 26th July last regarding the 
cod of th.' lnkerrnan irrigation works and 
judg·ing by the rep!~·. either the Prcmi~r ha~ 
told an untruth or his informant did. 

The CHAIRj\JAN : Order ! Tho hon. mem­
ber is an old enough member of this House 
to know that he must express himself in 
parliamentary language. I hope that, when 
th<• hon. member is criticising, he will use 
parliamentary language. 

Mr. SW_:\.\. NE: I will" whhdra w the state­
ment I made and substitute for it the word-; 
that the Premier made a statemeut which 
was not in accordance with facl. I will let 
it -tand at that. 

:Vlr. COLLIKS: 'l'hat is ncari v as had. It 
is only a play upon words. -

Mr. S\VA YNE: It is quite parliamentary. 
It· is nothing to the language you people 
used when you were in opposition. On the 
26th July la_,t. 1 asked tlw 'l'r·< 1surer the 
following quo:o:;7ion: --

,. Is it tme that the holder of a block 
on the Inkcrrnau irrigation area, alanned 
at the ;rcatly inc:rea•ecl cost of these 
irrigation \Vorks. brought about by the 
syste1n followed Uy the G-overn1nent in 
their co11~truction and installation. ha& 
offered the sum of £500. payable in 
annual .in&talmouts of £100 p(~r ~tnnum, 
to be released ft·orn his obligations in. 
this cornwction 'l" 

think it will be rer,Jised that things are 
verv serious \vhen a sn1all fal'Incr is so 
ala{·mPd at the indebtednc's with which he is 
likely to bo saddle-d under this srhrmc that 
he oJfrrs £500 to b<' l"lll< ased of his obliga­
tion. The l'romier. in reply to that question. 
ans\vcreJ., "No. it itJ not true." I rnay 
S!iY that I based m~ question on tl1e follow­
ing lette1· writteu to me lw Mr. Jo]lll :Yiann, 
at one tin1e a rncn1bcr of thi~~ House-~ 

" Firt~tl.}. rnay I say that you a re at 
liberty to use lil} name all(] tu ,,ay tltat 
l arn owner of a Llock in tlw irngatiou 
area, and publicly offercJ to ~Vlr. 
Theodore the 'Uill of £500, pay a olL· <tt 
the rate ot £1L·'1 per ar.illlllil for iive 
y('ars, trJ be allowed to withdra 'v troru 
the s~·hcull' and install n1y O\Vu plant to 
irrigate ruy uvvn fanu iu 1ny own \\ay. 
.:.VIy obj Pet ion to the se he me ;: part fro1n 
its co'"'t i::-; the fact that J,o pl'o\Tislon hab. 
Leen rnadL! for· a peL·ioJ of general 
droug·hr throughout tho di::;Lri,·t, and. 
although your ettlu~ nray l1e drying you 
haY<.' to wait your turn to wutL'l' and by 
the titne you get the water the cane rnay 
be too fur go11o." 

Mr. COLLI;>;S: That. is the man beat in 
1918. 

Mr. S\VAYNE: He is a bona fide farmer, 
awl he ic perfpctly willinr; to back his 
opinion to the extent of £500. 

Mr. COLLIX,;: lie was a. failure in politics, 
and he is a failure on his farm. lie is a 
failure all round. 

Mr. S\VA YNE: After tho Premier l'ave 
me that reply, I wired to l\"lr. ]\!ann, advis­
ing hin1 tlw t his SL<:tternents had bPen denied, 
and ::.VIr. 1\Iann sent ·mo the following reply 
by telegram, under elate 3rcl ~~ug·ust :·--

"Re Theodorc reply your question 
Inkcrman block offer nnde <1' stated in 
public Press still open you can offer to 
close v;ith him on terms as slated by 
you.'' 

Mr. Mann, in his telegram, repeats that he 
is will in~< to pay £500 to be rcleasL d from 
his liabilities under this scheme. owing to 
the bad management "accon1panying it. I 
have another witness in the case, mv 1ed Mr. 
Szalla, regarding- whom the following­
appears in the " Brisbane Courier" of 25th 
Februr.ry last:-

"In August, 1917, Mr. Szalla arrived 

Mr. Swayne.\ 
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at Homo Hill to make all specifications 
and to ~uporvisc the electrical section of 
the scheme. The first work was to alter 
the whole layout of the electrical section, 
as, iH his opinion, the general distribu­
tiou of liues and tran:-:fonners was uu~ult­
;'\Ul_c fro1n a t?cl~nical ro_int_ o~, vievv. 
ll11:::: wa-, a prohm1nary u1fhculty. 

Thcu he ,;_.oes on to say-
'· The \Yholo layout of the schC'nle frorn 

the fir::-~t iw~t<Lnce was c.nTic•d out in the 
dark. It was nece~&arv to sink trial 
bore•,:; before the construction of a well, to 
a~cnrtaiu whether futlici~nt water v:as 
aTailable, but, Jn YOry n;,any Ca'-'CS 

Cl'l'OllCOU:3 reports were subrnitted, stating 
that \\-atcr was aYailable at a certain 
puint, \vhere, in reality, no "·ater f'oU:1d 
be found, or the strata 1nade \vell-slnkjng 
too ditiicult." 

Hegarding the systern of day worl\:, he say:-:;-

" ~onw of the etnploJ·ees apc\nt time in 
fi:--;hing, playing cards, and_, in a \\ ord, 
· lo~dinp-,' and supplied incorrect inforrna­
tion irl order to acc:::>unt for \Yaste of 
tirne.)' 

I-Ie g0t~s on at sorne length in simila.r terms. 
That is onl:.T one ll10l'O instance in proof of 
the ::;huclong \Yaste of ruuney thut ha" taken 
plac-e undL'r Govcrnntent ma,nagement ~n the 
laying out of loan rnoney. The interest 
indebtednc;;;', alreadv 'lllounb; to some 

1·oughly, a;1d it 1~ increa;:;jng. \Vu 
a large arnouut of loan rrw11eys falling 

due in th'-' Heal' future, and 1 suppose \VC shali 
have to rerll"'\Y them at current rates, ·which 
aru much higher thi1n tho;e :tt which tho 
n1oneys ~\'ere originally lent. Seeing that 
:-.nc.h a hngo charge is to b0 thro\vn on tho 
people of ~n~em;land, the lt ·1st the Govern· 
1ner::t n1ight do is to u::;c the best judgment, 
to n1anage : o far as they can to avoid 
unnecc:;:.sary expenditure; in other \Yards, to 
rnako the n1oney go as fUr as possible. 
Under the circnmstances one woulJ be 
al:most justified in n1oving- an amondrnent, 
althoug-h I an1 not going to do it, calling 
attention to the Jact that public money is 
waor•'d yca.r after year. I think in the flrst 
·que..:.tion I asked this ~c;;;,jon l inquired of 
the• for l'nblic \Yorks whether 
thP cxpenditun~ for( ··hado\\··ed in Hi.s 
Exc<'llency's Speech 1Yas to be carric;d out 
nndcr the present system, and also whether 
h•.! 1 P.:; not a\vriro that that svstem n1e<Hlt a 
huge liauility \chich sooner or later would 
fall upon the shoulders of the producers. 
Spr a.king from memory, I think he accused 
nw of being n1isleading and inaccurate. I 

·" nothing- of the kind. Anyone who has 
watched occunccnces lnwws that I was per­
fectly right, and I say that, if anyone wa' 
inaccurate and mi>leading, it was the Min­
ister. For insta.nce, I was up at Mackay 
three or four times whilst the State butcher 
shop there wn being built, and it was a 
lau'(hing stock. I understand the hon. 
gentleman is a tradesman, and he must 
know the facts, and, if he would only say 
whttt he knows to be true-it i6 said that 
open confession is very often good for the 
soul-he would admit that money is being 
wasted. I eay thet anyone, having made a 
pwmise as he• has in his oath of office to 
do his duty by the people of Queensland, 
is not carrying out his oath nnless he does 
SO. 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem­
ber will withdraw that statement. I would 

[Mr. Swayne. 

likP to point out to him that it is r :ther 
:t. scriou~ reflection-perhaps he doe;; not 
realise 1ts gravity~to ~ay that a lvlinister i~ 
not keeping his oath of office. 

HoK. \Y. FOHGXN S~liTH (Jlad:ay): 
lu addition, I think that the hon. member 
should apologi~c. (Oppo"'ition laughter.) 

l\1r. S\V_\Y:\TE: I think myself--

The CHAlH.MAN : I ask the hon. mHnber 
to withdraw that statcn:wnt. 

:'vlr. S\'\'AY::--.IE: I diu nithdraw it. 

The CHA IRl\1AN : I did not hear' the 
hon. ru\.~mbcr, and I thiuk 1 have vretty 
keen hearing. 

:"llr. SV\'AYNE: I withdraw. This is the 
first question I ciskcd this. ~u-~~ion-

., 1. In connection with the list of 
public works mentiom•d b:,- His Excel­
lcnc./ the Governor \Yhen opening l?ar· 
lianiC!lt as being part ot the progr~unme 
to be dealt '" ith duriug this ses~ioH, is 
it the Go\rel'llincnt's intention to carrv 
them out under the syetcm of day work 
now prevailing on Government jDbs; or 
\Yill they introduce a systern uf pieee or 
contract \York vJ1(::·e colJditions are 
favourable !oi· it'? 

"2. If the former, is he !V.Yare of the 
cxee~si \'C co~.;t of our rail-., a \"S and other 
pubilc \York:", broughi: about~ by const:r:uc­
bon urH.lcr this rnethod of late years, and 
the lmgP load of Ull[H'Odt'ctivc indebted­
ne ;s alr-.:aci.v pilPd up the1:oby, to be a 
ltcnyy bunion of iBJcbtcdness in years 
to come urJOn our produeer.s ?" 

Inir{ht ~ay that part of the Govern1nent's 
Jll'OL!Tarnmc is borro\;iug only for reproduc­
ti,·' ·n·orks, and. if there i;; one plank that 
;he' Uo\·ernnlcnt have shattered rnore than 
anotlwr. it is that. The an·~wcr to the ques­
tion, tu I have alrcadv ~Jnid. 1vas that it \vas 
ina, .. ·tuah• and n1islollding.-

Hon. \Y. FoEGA;o.; S:IITH: So it is. say 
it <<.::ain. 

:'.h. i:HL\ Y:\TE: It 1Yae nothing of the 
kind, and l feel <1nite .st.Jc in lea vill:.!," tlw 
{J0cision between u~ to the electors. If cYer 
there wa..:::; nn .:\dn1inistn1tion which :;.<;na.n~ 
dt'l"t'd the public n1one;:. it is the 1·r~~sent 
Adrnini~trat1on. 

Hou. \V. FORGA;o.; S}!ITH: Something like 
th0 rnonf'.V -,·o~l squnndPrcd OYe~· that saw­
lr>ill at Alligator Cn'r·k. Hccvc you ra,id 
}Jad)tH'Pll·~-; \YHges yet [ 

1\Il'. 8\YA.YNE: }:'"on arc rnaking untrue 
~tatt'nH. nts. I think the people of QucPnsland 
will ki<ow how to deal with the Minister when 
the time COD1C'S. 

Hon. YV. FORGA~' Sl\HTH: Thcv will know 
hmY to de:tl with you about thai. Did your 
kanakas get thejr wages? 

1\Tr. S\V A YNE: Again untrue. I should 
like to quot.~ another lnihlcading ansvver-I 
think that is parliamentary-to a question, 
giYen to 1110 by the Prcn1icr thi~ session. The 
hon. mcrnbt~r for l{ockhampton 1nadc cheap 
political capital at the expense of members of 
the Country party in the Federal Legislature. 
and tried to discredit them bv mc•ans of an 
innuendo under coYer of a qi1cstion in this 
House. My memory went ba< k to the atti­
tude .of our friend here, and so I asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Did he not once advise against. a 
request being made for an increase m 
the price of sugar from £21 per ton to 
£24 per ton? 
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" 2. If the then price of £21 per ton 
had boon adhered to. could the amount 
of £6,000.000, mentioned bv the hon. 
1ncmbcr for Rockhan1pton iu his que~tion 
of 18th ,July, have bP:'n paid in >Vil[(CS to 
emptoyct::s last year'?" 

And tho ans\VO!' to that was, "N"o.'' He 
denied 8\Tcr having giYen advice. 

:\fr. FORDfc: The Premier of Quoenshwd 
has donP n1Drn for the sugar inc1ustrv than 
an,v other man in Australia. " 

Mr. S~VAYNE_: I 'hall simply read the 
report or <1 n1cCt1ng of sngar rcprcscntatiYf! ~ 
which he attended on bclwlf of Queensland, 
and . quote his own Vi'Ord6 as giY£•n in the 
pubhc. Press, and leave it to public opinion 
to dec1dc whether he "a.s telling tho truth 
or not. 

[9.30 p.m.l 
Mr. CoLLI>;o• 

quoting? 
What ne;sspa per are you 

~h. SvVAY:\'E: I am quoting from a Jailv 
paper of 8th October, 1918. One of the dole­
gates, Mr. T. A. Powell, moved-

" That, in the opinion of this conference, 
to enable a rcmmwrati•, :• price to be paiJ 
for ca:1c, the price for nnv surrar should 
be fixed at a minimum of £24 "ner ton at 
the milL so long aJ the prc·sc'Dt factors 
rcn1a1ncd unaHel·ed, and: if nccC'~sarv, 
the of refined sugar should be in-

and if Jabour and other costs 
are /ncn .' . ..;ed, the pricP of raw sugn.r 
:::.hm11rl. be lDCrea~~._~d proportionately." 

:Vir. Tlwodore said-
. ·' lk thought it would be unwise to ask 
for £24 p· r to:1. l f the.- uskd for £22 
in thr hope of gct.ting., it there rnight 
proyc 1o Le busiue•,, ia it." 

Yet the ho11. gtc-ntlcn1an dcnio-, now that he 
ever ach-ist•d to that effect. If that is not 
ad\·icl', ] do uot know what ls. He and 
the then Secr.'taJ·y for Agriculture (Hon. \V. 
Lcnnou) were iho rPpl·esentativc;::; of ihe 
GoYenllliPllt at that confereacc. Iu further' 
confinnat1on of the Prcn1ic:1 's action on th11t 
oct 1· io11, l notice that =~lr. Lonnon said~ 

" He entirely ag·rccd with l\Ir. Thoo­
dore's view that th<>v mnst be moderate 
in thc~ir rcque~ts. Thcv rnust rc~n1mnber 
that the present price vv.as a \Var price." 

I,n t.ho face of that, I "ould like again to 
oraw attcnt1on to the I)rcrnjer's alhw·cr. If 
:vt?r ther·~ \Y~1·e g?od g_rounds for r.he carry­
lng of a n1ot1on of want. of confidence in nnv 
Aclminish·atioJI, thcv arc to lw found in t!{e 
\\:~Y in whi_rh th~~ Adr~1jnistration pro\ ,n·i< ate, 
~lU?~tep, giYl~ nnslead1ng D ns\YCr':. to questions 
which hon. n1cntbcr'; are prrfect,ly cn1itlec1 to 
ask, and rnakc statements which are not in 
accorc.lancc with facts. 

:\1r. FHY (Kurilpa): Thi" vote entails a 
fair amount of loan money. I wish to reply 
to son1e queshons ·,\'hich haYe been asked on 
the Govemment side about \Vestern Australia. 
I have collected facts concerning vV estern 
~us.ral1a. Probably, >Yhen they hear them, 
uoYernmont members ,~··11l not bo so prone to 
in qui re ab<mt vV estorn Australia, because it 
cornpares more t.han fa~,~ourably w·ith Queon~­
l~nd. \Vhilst Queensland has mad no pro­
nswn ;or the redemption of it.s loans, vVestern 
.·\u(,t;ra.tHt has made every provision, and now 
has In ha.nd n1orc money than j:5 required to 
meet the payrncnts of loan-. which are lnatur­
ing. Though last year it 'hmn,d a deficit of 
£719,634, Western Australia actually provided 

a sum of £780,000 to meet the repe"yment of 
loans. So that, though it would appear to 
have shown a deficit, on the actlml facts it 
has shown a surplus of about c£60,000. These 
fncts are supplied by the Auditor-General of 
\V·rstern Australia, and cannot be refuted. 
vVhilst the public debt of \Vestf'm A nstralia 
is £41.000,000 after allowing for maturing 
loans-the monf'y for which is provided--the 
QucPnsl<md public debt amounts to £86.000,000. 
During the period that this Govcmment fravc 
been in office, the.v haYf' increa:;::.C'J our national 
debt bv £34.000,000-a!most a'; much a·c, the 
total imtional debt of \V<''itPrn Australia. 
Thcv ha .-e done that. in sc.-en snort ,-oars bv 
ma];l.drninistration and by spending rnoncy aus 
a prodigal would spend it. \Yhilst 'Western 
Australia has made so1n provision for the 
redemption of loan··, the QnePrhland 'Govern­
ment haYo n1adc no 1wovision \rhatever. but 
ha \'0 gnnP on squandering the rnoncy here, 
there, and CYcrywhcrc. Are you not aware, 
Mr. Chairman. that the Government run 
fol'ty-ninc n1otor-car:--: round Brisb'1.nc; prac­
ticullv CYCl'Y n1cmber u~lng a ·motor-car to go 
to t.hC butch0r shop and get hi" s_nlsages, and 
in carting h1s fric:nds around B1·isbann? rrhe 
0xpen~~· '1n that dir0chon is nnything between 
.£5G.OOO and £100.000. and the GoYcmment 
1vill not. give us any inforn1aJion about it. 

Mr. GlLLIE~: That is not true. 

l\Ir. FRY: The money i lwinl' .Jquandered 
on joy riJes: and, notwithstanding the fact 
;-ha~- 1v·c hnvc on record a 1nohon pas~ecl by 
this Chamber ordering the Government to 
~npply tlHlt information. thP GoYcrnn1cnt have 
not prodncrcl the figures. \Vh0n thP facts are 
1nad(~ kno1vn which arP now being covered up. 
it wiil be an eye-op~ncr for thP 1nen and 
IYOnlr:-n who hav(' placed tb 'ir confidence in a. 
Government which alleg·ed1y is a Labour 
Govcrnrnent. \\Fe have maturing in thn-e 
ve:n-s loans to the amonnt of about £28.~00.000. 
·Tlwt rnust bP rC'paid: o nd not a penn.v is pro­
viJcd for it, repayment. A Sinking Fund is 
proYidrcl for the rcpayrnPnt of the Arnel'lcan 
loan ancl the interest on it. The lenders of 
the dollar loan insisted on the provision of 
t.hot Sinking Fund: they "vcr:· not going to 
take anv risk. \Vhat have the Gon•rnrnent 
done in· pro.-iding for t.ho repayment. of the 
loarH whiPh nrC' falling dnP? It is cornmon 
knowledge throughout the lcng·th ancl hrectdt.h 
of the land that the Govcrnnwnt have lo:t 
the confidence of the people outsirk, who are 
onlv waitlno· for an opnort nnity to turn 
thern out o( office. Anv Government whic}:I 
secures the Treasurv hr>nrhc, wlll ha.vo to 
n: •Pt l1io· dcfiPii·s a1ld th0 loans \Yhich arP 
falling d~1e. anJ they will have nothing with 
\vhich tn n100t them. The 1'0YC111l~' last ~ear 
\\'ils £40,689 more than the Government 
expected to receive: and they spent £235,757 
less than thev expected to spend. At tho end 
of .Tmw ihP GoYernment hnd a deficit of 
£1P'l.592. and nt the end of ,Tnly they hud a 
surplus of .£153,000. II ow did that state of 
affairs come about? \'~'ore thr ctcrount.s so 
an·angod to dcceiY·t' the nncmployrd, or was 
it dor to k0cp those p:'onl<' who had ;1laced 
tlwir confidenc~ in the Government in the 
Jark? 

:\Ir. TIR.ENKAN: \Vhat does the hon. mem­
ber cu·e about the uncmplo~·cd? 

Mr. FRY: I ha Ye done neon• for thf' 
uncmp1ove·d than the hon. member for Too­
woomba.' and where rnv electorate 1vill r<;turn 
me next time with a big majoritv the elec­
torat8 of the hon. membrr for Too\Yomnba 
will not return him at all. The people of 

M1·. F'1y] 
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Queensland reali'e that their true friends are 
the National party-a party which represents 
,the wvrJ;j ng man rnore justly and more 
honestly than tho present Labour party. The 
present Government are not tho old party, 
and, when they ask for money, \Ve mu~t 
review their past. At the 1920 general elec­
tion the Government stated that there would 
be no retrenchment and no reduction in 
wages, and within a few weeks and before 
the word' had stopped re·"oLmding through 
the cnnntry they had dismissed 2.000 men 
from the railways and another 1,000 or so 
frotn thr: other var]ous dt'partments. We 
find Go,·ernment members afraid to stand up 
in this Committee and give voice to their 
opinion3. \)\'re have been in Sf"·'Sion fixe weeks, 
and the Govornrm·nt membeL' have had 
-every opportunity of raising a protest against 
the ·tctions of the Government; but to-day 
dwy confirm the Government action bv cast­
ing thci r vote3 in a way expressing~ confi· 
dencl' in the Government, and they have thus 
c·vnfirrne<; pyerything that has been done. 

Mr. BRENNAN : What about that bribe? 

Mr FRY : The less the hon. member 
eays about bribery the better. I would not 
like to trust him. I have in my electorate 
a >chool which has been built fpr son1e con­
oiderable time, and during boisterous WC'l.ther 
the little children are compelled tD carr.v 
Dut thc;t claHcs under conditions not at nll 
fa vourablc to their health and wellbeing. 

;'\Ir. CL\'''TON: The hon. member ought to 
go to th<' couJ,try and see them under the 
er· hoot;. 

Mr. FRY: I am dealing with the West 
End school, and I will deal with countrv 
schools later. The report' in connection with 
this school have been more or less favour­
able to the work being carried out; bur 
year in and year out nothing is done. I am 
not going into detail on this matter. because 
the Minister has been on thP premises and 
he knows \Yhat is require'cl. Apart from 
propping up a board or tvYO and dojng a 
little painting, nothing has been done in the 
itJterests of the poor "kiddies'' to give them 
a. chance to roct':~ive their education under 
favourable circumstances. For some years 
there has been some sort of a lukewarm 
movement in connection with the establish­
ment of a High School at South Brisbane. 
W<• <trc told that the Central Technical 
College and the Brisbane High School are 
-overcrowded, and here is an opportunity to 
build a school worthv of the name of a 
school and a monumen't of the Government's 
interests in tho children. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
It: wilt be 'tarted this year or early next 
year. 

Mr. FRY: I am Yer:: pleased to hear the 
}linister sao;- that. I can assure him that I 
do not want it started the day after the elec­
tions, because in that case f.:Ome of our own 
party moy have the pleasuro of laying the 
foundation stone. 

I would like to defend the unemployed and 
the 'vorking man. The Premier in deliver­
ing a speech the other night, ~sked if the 
country v;as not prosperous and th(• people 
had not the con.fidence in the State how it 
camo about that there were 70,000 people at 
the Exhibition, all of them showing evidence 
of prosperity. It was because of the spirit 
of independence and self-reliance of the 

[Mr. Ji'ry. 

people that make them so proud of them­
solves that they like to go out as well dresse<l 
as they pc .sibly can; but under those clean­
looking coats thcr(' beat~ a very sorry heart 
rwd in that clothing, which appear·ed to be 
the clothing of the prospcrou~, was the wo1:k 
of the poor mother who had prc>b>tbl;i put m 
iwr hours trying to make her old clothes 
look respectable, and in repairing the young­
<tcrs' clothing in order to get thoril ready for 
the show. That is how it is that they all 
look prosperous-no thanks to the present 
Government, who ruthleosly turned the 
father out of employment, and who have 
been during the last seYcn vears endeavour­
ing to foist on the community me:1sures which 
have retarded the development of the State. 
vVe saw at the Ex-hibition tllC' produce and 
the handiwork of our pc( plc, and that 
hould bo to us a ye.;ry grt>at 1os -on. It 

<bowed the groat resources of the State and 
what could be done if attention was con­
ccntmted on clevE'loping the State. It was 
only last v;cek-re"lly at the eleventh hour-· 
a deathbed rcpentanc,• when the Government 
"re dutcbing at anything they can got hold 
.,f in order to save them from the lwre­
aftcr, or ,vhatcvor j .. ., earning to them-that 
thev introduced a Bill to encourage primary 
pro.duction. 

~lr. BEBBIKGTOX : There was nothing in it. 

::'111-. FRY: It reminds me of a man dress­
ing his 'vlndow and 1naking a grc[Lt rli~play 
tmd ha-.-ing- no stock behind it. 'J.'hat is the 
position \vith the pre..;cnt Uo;·ernnlr,nt. We 
challeng·o tho Government to go to the coun­
try ; we challenge them to go to the people 
and sa,, ''Here \YO are! \Vc a.'"k for an 
cxproosJOn of confidence. vVe have kept our 
promises." When the Government went to the 
elocti ons in 1920 they had a majority of twenty, 
which has now dwindled clown to a majority of 
ono, and, including the Speaker, a rnajor!ty 
of two. I promise the Government that they 
o.··ill get a ver_v warm reception when the.,· 
g-o to the people and again ask for thmr 
confiJc!nce. The.~ arc n9t garne t-o go. \\Then 
the Treasurer a> koci for t1·:o months' supply, 
1 a·kod him if that w:1s sufficient to cover 
the election period, and he replied, "Xo." 
The mon,'s tbe pity that the countr>- must go 
on for another twelve months under the 
control of a Governn1ont who do not possesE 
the confide rH c of the people. Pan1 doxical 
as it may secrn, vvhilo they have one of a 
tuajorit. , they hasc 20.000 of a. mlnority 
so far' as the ~:at .:rs of the State are con­
ccrnc'd. Yet they hang on to office: Is it 
not a fact that even dn~·inp- this session they 
\':·ere defeated t\virc? Is il not _t fact that 
they were saved on two occaoiono< b:·· the 
ca-:ting vote of the RpcakC'l~ il.Ld on six or 
seven occa~ions by the crbtl ng \-otf~ of the 
Chairn1a n? Is it not a fact that they v:ere 
able to bang on to office on ."-1Yvcral occasions 
bv one vote onlv? If that i., not humiliat­
lrlg enough for~ the Go\·ornrncnt, have we 
not the spedacle that ~i1tiug behind the 
Govornrncnt they have t.'Yo ~::;ections tearing­
at one anothC'r's throats? Ti t.hnt i., !:or. :;<ufli­
cic,lt, how much 1norc is rrquired to hnmi· 
lia1.e the Government? :\ot only have they 
not the conlidonco of the pc ;plc outside, 
but, if it were not for t.lw fact that their 
very joL:5 dop~'nd on it, rnan.v hon. rnem1wrs 
opposite would be persuadP·cl to c \:ercise a 
free J.ccision and cast their votes against 
the Government. 

;yrr. Bmc:o:.\N: Did you not vote for the 
rotluction in salaries? 
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Mr. FRY: I voted for a reduction of 
:'fnembers' salaries. 

Mr. BREKKAN: Of course you did; you 
h;ocd to vote as you were told. 

Mr. FRY: Don't be silly. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order ! Order ! 

Mr. FRY: I am not going to bother about 
the hon. member for 'foowoomba and his 
~nane interjection?. He i:-s iutroducing per­
'Onal matters wh1ch are \\orthv of the hon. 
~t·ntlernan. So far as the NO:tionalists are 
"oncernccl, we arc the party who have the 
..r:onfidence of the workers of this State 
'Government laughter.) · 

Mr. BR~:NNAN: You are a funny rnan. 

. Mr. FRY: Hon. members opposite think 
r,ney have the ~unfiJC'Ilce ot the \Vorkers vet 
·chey arc afraid to face them. They app1:oach 
tl~~:_; electors like a naughty boy approaches 
Ins father when he has a stick in his hand. 
He goes up and savs "l loYe you father" 
but he is yot game' 'to go noa1: hi'm. Th~t 
l;S the positlon of hon. rncrrlbers ovposjtc. 

:Vlr. BRENNAN : Who do you say represents 
r he people m this Chamber? 

:V1r. FRY (to Mr. Brennan): I say, we do. 

The CHAIR!\IAX: Ord, r ! I hope the 
·hon. member will adclreco the Chair. 

:VIr, BHEKNAN : I am very sorry for the 
;oeople. 

Mr. FRY: You may be sorry for the 
people, and the people arc sorry they elected 
you. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN s~!ITH: Your partv are 
,;orry that a certain schema failed. : 

Mr. FRY: What is the Minister speaking 
,1£? 

Mr. BRE~~AN: I '\vill give you tv.;o guesses. 

.Mr. FRY: If he is refening to tho £3.500 
case, I may say that lw knoivs more about 
·~r than any member of the C\ alionalist [Jarty. 

Thn CHAIRMAC'i' : Order ! 

.Ylr. FRY: Any Minister who sits on the 
Treasury benches and maln"\.;.; such an insinua­
tion is not worthy of the position ho occupies. 

The CHAIRM.I,'I\: Ordc>·! The hon. mem­
b?r is not in order in 1naking n. statemont of 
tnat nature, and I hope he ,-jl! withdraw 
!t. 

Mr. FRY: If it is unparlialt1cntan· I 
·.vithdraw it, but I do not knov.- what· the 
hon. gentleman is talking about. He is talk­
mg aml_nguoLfsly and in keeping with the 
mcthoq m winch _he 1s carr:-·ing· ont his polioy 
as exl11b1ted dunng the last seven years. 

:\1r. BEBBI::.fGTON (Dmy,on): Tho pro­
-lent pol1ry as onthu(~d bv tho GoYernn10nt is 
A continuotion of their policy of " Borrow all 
we caD ; tax aH \VC can; and Sl10ntl all we 
?a.n." \\'hen \\'e come to look at the figures 
tor the last year cf the Dcnham GoYcrnment 
.and those for the present vear, we find an 
increa-se in incona"\ tax and land tax alone of 
£2,465.839 .. In one item alone-lanrl tax­
there 1s en mcreaee of £480,000. \Ye find also 
that there is an increase in rents survov fees 
and timber license' of £332.182. 'Vlho carrie~ 
that hurrkn? Who hase to pay these 
mcreas~" '? In the first place, in spite of the 
slump m cattle and products of that kind, 
the Government have raised the selectorB' 

ront'3 as mur:h as lOO per cqnt., and have 
1nade the increase retrospective for seven 
years, \vhich has put rnany a hard-vvorkjng 
g-razier into a Vl'l'.Y ,difficult fnw.ncial po·jtion. 
Then again, tlwrc has been a buge increase 
in timber royalties. \Vlwn the present Go­
Yernnwnt unnr~ into office the \YOrkiug man 
who wautcd to build a lto.de for himerl! could 
i.Juv tho Vl'r~· hPst pine for hou <~-Luilding ut 
£i 6s. p• r ioo fot't: to-day ho ha,, to p_ay £3 
17s. pn 100 foot for the "'me ch1>· of tnnbor. 
ThL t mc.1ns a dirPct tax which the Govorn­
rnl'nt havP put ou every \vorkcr·~ hornc of 
ncarlv £100. The Goyc_.rn~lHJllt h~vo takl'1l 
£5.000.000 n vr,ar more from the taxpayer; 
than previouS GovcrnrnPnt~. Thcrn hay'. 
th,rdore, been £5.0DJ,OOO lo to s·wnd HI 

inGustrv. If that arnount of lllOnC'v had hocn 
ll'ft in' industry, then' would ha vo been 
no unemployment in Queensland to-clay. It 
would have ~been spent on rnanufacturing our 
own raw !naterial~,, and there •sould have 
Goon plenty of '.!Ork for eYory man at a 
rrcosonable rate of v.agcs: bnt the Govern­
ment have bken the rnom·v and wa ted it. 
The bulk of the working" people : .. carccly 
roa1i..:-c that cvc-Ty fresh loan is another rnort­
gnge on indwstry. Th0 Govf'rnmcnt h~ve 
~·on'! YPrY hcaYilv into debt. Thc·v arc bkP 
a farmc'r 1vho ~ mortga::res his farrn aud 
increase~ his overdraft every year, an_d cv0n 
borrows to pay his inten~st.. F-1c can 
haye a D'OOd for a while. but the day of 
reekoni;;'g· will come. Ilc will find that he 
will hav0 to pav the interest on the money 
borrowed, a nrl 'that the interest is a fi r.sj 
chantc on the fann. lt :s PXacth, th~~ s:1~n~· 
with-· regard to a nation. The Government 
ar.e borrO\\ing all they can, and taxing- all 
thev can. The Trcasn1·cr and other hon. 
me;nbers opposite say that the bulk of thy 
£480.000 rec,jvcd from the land tax t.s 

plaCed on thP business people, and a great 
dc"tl of it in Brisbane. I quite beJieyc that a 
rrreat deal of it rests on the business houses 
fn Bdsl)ane, and that is ro·"ponsib1c for th0 
hig·h price of clothing and the high cost of 
li\ring in Bri~bane and other placc:J. 

1\olr. COLLIKS: That is not true. 

;\<lr. BEBBI::-:GTON: It is true. \Vho pan 
the land tax? You crtn pnt £10 000 on a 
business house. bnt thf' money has to l1e 
added to the price of the artieh>s sold, and 
th:tt is the· reason why the worker is nrae­
tir1llv urwble to live on the wages l1o " 
got.tiDg to-da:v. It is crn0l to rr"duec _hif: 
wag·o~ ,,·]thout reducing thr c:ost of clotlnn~ 
anrl lirdLtening- taxation. rrhe GoycrnmC'nt 
trv to 'throw dust in the eves of the elAdore 
hy~ f:Uying that they are going- .to Rprnd 1_1ar:t 
of the rnonev they are hnrrow1ng unDn Hn­
gntion f'Chc-Tnf's. Is thcrA one irrig-ation 
scheme in A'"'tralia that has lightc:~cc1 th0 
burden of the taxpay•'rs? vVhat is the 
<'xp~rienco wo have had with th~ ':'rcs:nt 
Government' Thev started en 1rngatwn 
:::-;chcme nt Inkcrm".11:. 

Nlr. COLLTKS: Hear, he•n: 

:VTr. BRRBT:-.!GTO::.f: Tho t"xpayen; will 
not ~ay "IIenr, h~ar !" Tho Aur1itDr" 
G0nC'ra f tPlls us that. the exncwws of c~u-r.Ylllf-! 
out thet irrio;ation schPme ·arc so g-roat that 
it 1vill Llf'an £7 per acre in -...vc1tcr r111-0s to 
cover the interest on the ·debt. In the 
Southern States £1 an acre is the higlwet 
wat0r rat£' <'harg-f'd, and that is fit lil Ols~aJH'f' 
of 50 miles from Melbou7nP: and thnee people 
have the Melbourne market for thPir pro­
ducts, otherwise they could not pay £1 an 

Mr. Bcbbington.l 
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aC'rC'. rrho average rate of as,es·>rnent in 
irrigation areas is, 5s. an acre. 

The TREASURER: That is ctb,o\ntely incor­
rect. 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTON: Can the hon. gentle­
man point to an irrigation area in Au8tralia 
wh0re that is not so? 

Th<> TRE.\SURER: Ye,s; at Mildura it is 
hi(';lwr than that. 

Mr. BEHBINGTOl\: There is a Yery big 
difference between :£1 and :£7. The Pre­
n1icr knows that ne,ithcr sugar 1ands nor 
anv other lands can carr:: \Vrtter rates 
a.~ountlng to £7 an acre. \Ve lo?ill have to 
wipe off £3 to £4 an ncrc. and the tuxpa~ver 
Y.ril1 ha vc to carrv it. The taxpayer has 
already p-ot. to pa:\~ £3 or £4 an acre rates 
for th~ sf'he1ne at Inkennan. If the Govern­
ment arc going- to spend £3.000.000 or 
£4.000.000 l11- 1rrip;rrticY~l 0~1 th0 Drt\v;;;on River. 
then bdorc the sclwmc is eo <1pldPrl it wiil 
cost £8.000.000 or mol"c. Tliat will put a 
furthe1· burden on tllf' taxp":-er. That will 
11101111 that. for every snit of rlothf -; pur hased 
ill Hridwnc a Tnan" will have to pay an E>\\:tra 
3~. for the sake of havir1-:_'" th("' irrigation an'a 
0'1. thf' Dac\ ,,on. That is \Vhflt it nJenns. and 
nol)odv can r-ct a\YU\'" fro111 it. \Vhen \Ve arc 
dC'd]jn.g ·with taxntion we 1nu:::t rcn1c1nber 
thn'" everything has g-ot to comr- nut of 
industry, and industry js thr fi:_ ·t c·hargc on 
v:a!!C.. \Vhen we ro t.li"t~ t1lat thP irrig-ation 
\Yo~·ks in qucensland vvil] n1can n1illions morf~ 
in taxation, we know cxact]~r \\rhcrc we 
stand. 

~Ir. BREX~A:"I: Did vou S<1Y that industrv 
is thf' first dHtrge ~n \Yflgf'S? You are 
\Vrong. 

;\fr. BRI3BIKGTON: I a m right. If vou 
m:=mufat '·ure an ar6cle tho charge con1cs ~out 
of th0 industry. 

Tlw CI-L\ TRM A"\:: Orrlf'l"? I hope the 
hon. g'!ntlcmnn will udclrPss the Chair. 

:V1r. HEBTITNGTO:\: T1w hon. rnr~JnlJcr 
for T'oowoornh~t lHts a Yery high upiulon of 
hitilS('lf to-night. 

;\Jr. ELPHJ:\STOKC:: Tlw cln:· ''" eclc-
hi'ntP." 

:'~h. BEBBI='TGTO::\ : It ma:· lw the day 
Wt"! cc-lcbrat0; but ther0 is nul- a 111an on thi:.: 
sidc of the House who \Yould like to celebrate 
such a thing. 
0PPO~ITION ME)IBERS: Hear, heart 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: ::\o me.n ,,ould ever 
dare to make ~uch nn offPr to anv m;~mber 
Oll this side of the H m ne, as he ·would :;et 
ki'orkul down if he did. 

0PPORTIIOK lVIE~IBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

1\S r. POLLOGK: The priec is fixed. 

:\fr. BEBBINGTO:'>:: 
price. 

It is a fuir1y big 

The CHAIRMAN: Orrler 1 I hope the 
hon. member v ill address the Chair Fnd deal 
\Yith the re.oolution before th0 Committc0. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The La hour partv 
u- ('d to be against borro·.", i!lg; but now t.hey 
a re plunzing the eountry int' dPbt. and the 
intcl'C'~t on the national d0bt is ri~, lug eYery 
year by nearlv :£500.000. :Since this Govem­
ment. took office the; interest bill ha' been 
increased from :£1.600.000 to £3.300.000. A 
g-ood deal has been said about the benefit 

[Jh. Bcbl;ington. 

the pri1narv produc0rs are getting fron1 the 
Govm·nmenl, but thcv ftre getting absolutelv 
notha1g but what they aro paying for. A& 
a matter of fact, th('Y aro paying £1 for 
what they could get for 6d. They are going 
to pa~r £1 for orgar1ising the Premier's way 
that I could do for 6d. 

QuLstion-That the resolution be agreed to­
-put and passed. 

The Hou'e resumed. 

The CHI!InL\X reported that the Committ.ee 
had come to a resolution. 

The l"0sumption of the Committee wae 
made an Order of the Day for a later hour 
of the sitting. 

The resolution was received and agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

V O'l"E ox Accm::N'r, :£4,500.000. 
(Jir. Jti:·u·an, Jlrisbane, in tlte chai1·.} 

The TREASuRER moved-
" (a) That, towards makinl!," good the 

Suppl:: gmnted to His Majesty, on 
acPonnt. for the service of t.he vea.r 
1922-1923, a further mm not oxcoe~ing 
:£2.000,000 be gnmt,,d out of the Con: 
solidatcd Revenue Fund of QU('c.nBland, 
exclmive of the monuyc, standina to the 
credit of the Loan Fur!d Account 

" (h) That. towards making good the 
Supply granted to Hifl ~IajeFty on account. 
for the service of the year 1922-1923, a 
furt.lwr sum not excePding £1,250,000 be 
gra.nt.Pd from i·he Trust and Special 
Funds. 

"(c) That, towards making good the 
Supply g-ranted to His Majesty on 
account.. for the f'ervico of the voar 
1922-1923. a furthN sum not exceeding 
:£1.250.000 bo grant0rl from the money~ 
standing to the ceodit of the Loan Fund 
Account." 

Quection put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
'I'ho C'HAimtAX reported that the Commit-

tee ha{1 to ~ertain resolution~, and asked 
lea vc to ag[1lll. 

The rc'-•nmption of the Committee was 
mn'!e an OJ·dpr of tlw Da:,· for to-mor;·ow. 

'rh(~ n'so1utions were rcc~iY0d and agr0ed to 

APPROPRIATIOK BILL, No. 1. 

ALL STAGES. 
A Bill, founded on the resolutions, was 

introduced, and pa"cd through all its s:ages 
\\ lthout discu\· ion or arnc:ndrnc!lt. 

SUPPLY. 

Fr:-;AxcrAL SNTE~m:-;T-REsUMPTION oF 
CO~IJaT'J'EE. 

(J.Ir. Kincun. Brisbane, in the chair.i 
Question stated-

" That there be granted to His 
M a iesty, for the son· ice of tho year 
1922-1923, a emn not cxcocdin:; :£300 to 
clcfrav the salan of tho Aide-de-Camp 
to His Exccllenc~v the Governor." 

The Home resumed. 
The CHAIR}fAX reported p~ogrces. 

The resumption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House a,djourned at 10.20 p.m. 




