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TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1922.

The Seeawer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA-
TION BILL.
ASsENT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Governor of a message conveying
His Excellency’s assent to this Bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I desire to make
a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of rhe
House that the hon. member for Bowon be
allowed to make a personal explanation?

IHONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: I notice in to-day’s
“ Courier,” and also in the ¢ Daily Mail,”” a
telegram from Townsville, which reads—-

¢ Questioned concerning the comments
by Mr. Collins, M.1..A., and the Minister
for Justice (Mr. Mullan) on the circular
recently issued to graziers and others by
the Northern division of the Country
party,”” ete.
I wish to state that I asked no question
in this House on that subject; that question
was asked by the hon. member for Gregory
(Mr. Pollock). I would like those newspapers
to make that correction. I am in accord,
however, with the question, and with the
reply given by the Minister.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

PRECEDENCE OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS OXN
THURSDAY.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) : 1 beg to move—

“ That during the remainder of this
session, unless otherwise ordered, Govern-
ment business do take precedence of all
other business at 3 p.m. on Thursday in
each week.”

Question put and passcd.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), who, on rising to
speak, was greeted with Opposition “ Hear,
hears I”” and Government laughter, said: I
beg to move—

“ That the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House or of the
electors of Queensland.”

I remember, on the last occasion on which I
had the privilege of moving a motion of want
of confidence, I referred to the lack of
decorum displayed by the rank and file of
the Government party. I am rather sur-
prised to sce that the Premier is the leader
in that respect on this occasion. If ever a
man occupying the position of Premier had
reason to sink into his hole and hide himself,
that is the case with the Premier to-day.
(Government laughter.)

In moving the motion standing in my
name, I ask hon. gentlemen #o look at this
matter from a mnational point of view.
(Government laughter.) I ask hon. members
opposite not to look at this matter from the
petty, trivial, and small-minded point of
view in which they do and in which they
have done in the past. It is all very well for
hon. members opposite to go out into their
electorates whispering to their constituents
that they are not at one with the Premier in
his policy, as they are doing at the present
time. They get up on occasions in this Flouse
and make expressions which they intend to
use during the clections for their own per-
sonal purposcs. To-day they have an oppor-
tunity of doing something practical. (Go-
vernment laughter.) Hon. members opposite
in the past have fallen into line, and no
doubt they will do so again to-day.

Mr. Ryan: You have got one; you will not
get any more.

A GoverxMENT MEMBER: The price is not
big enough.

Mr. VOWLES : If the hon. member is talk-
ing about price, perhaps he is talking about
something that appeared in to-day’s papers.
Let me say that I want to dissociate myself
from anything that appeared. (Government
laughter.)

The PREMIER:
later on.

Mr. VOWLES : T will give the hon. gentle-
man an opportunity of saying anything pub-
licly.

The PreMIER: I will make a speech later
on.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman is
not game to say anyvthing outside so far as
I am concerned. If he does, he will very
soon get a writ from me. It is admitted on
all sides that the Government have outlived
their usefulness, if they ever had any useful-

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.

You will hear all about it
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ness. Wo find now that that statement is
macde in all quarters. 1t is being publicly
expressed by the Labour organisations and
by the official newspapers which are supposed
to represent the Government, and it is also
being made by individual members in the
community. There was a time when the
Labour Press stood manfully behind the Go-
vernment, but to-day we [ind it speaking
openly, and telling the Government that the
time has arrived when they should retire and
give the elcctors of Queensland an oppor-
tunity of deciding whether their policy is to
be continued for the future. The electors are
the judges of these matters, realising that,
when the Government were put nto power
on the last occasion, it was on a well-defined
line of policy which is not now being adhered
to. We find this democratic Government in
the remarkable position of occupying the
Treasury benches carrying out their legisla-
tion and administration without fairness to
the country when they represent o minority
of the people. Iow on carth the Premier,
who calls himself a democrat, can reconcile
that position with democracy I am at a loss
to know. I would like to impress upon the
Premier, and upon hon. members who sit
behind him, that during the last election the
electorates were not equitably distributed,
with the result that twelve clectorates
returned twelve Labour representatives to
this House representing a smaller number
of electors than was represented by six hon.
members sitting in opposition. That being
so, and the Government having now brought
about a redistribution of electoral areas, I
say it was their duty then to have brought
about an election—more particularly when
they represent a minority of the electors—to
decide which policy was to continue in the
future.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. Mullan,
Flinders): There was no election after the
redistribution in 1910.

Mr. VOWLES: The position was alto-
aether different in 1910, We did not have
the position that arose when the Premier
represented about 2,000 votes, while the hon.
member for Bulimba represented about six
times that number.

The PREMIER:
had one member
voters.

My, VOWLES: The Government claim to
be democratic; and, if they acted on demo-
cratic lines, the proper thing for them to do
was to get another mandate from the people.
Time has gone on, and we find the Govern-
ment are not carrying out their electioneer-
ing promises. They have betrayed the trust
that was placed in them by the electors.
They have gone back on the public service,
and repudiated promises which were made
and repeated again within the past few
months,” When an hon. gentleman who
occupies the position of a Minister in this
House to-day was a candidate at the
Paddington by-election, he and many other
prominent members of the Government party
publicly proclaimed that on no account
would ‘they be a party to a reduction of
wages. Not only have they brought about
that reduction, but they have done it in the
face of the opposition of their own following.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We gained a
majority at that election.

Mr. VOWLES: We
secrets of the caucus

In that Parliament we
who represented only 800

find now that the
are being let out
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because it sunits certain individual members,
but the members who represent a minority
in the cavcus are not prepared to stand with
the Opposition and add their weight to
defeat the Government, .

Mr. Rvax: Who offered them bonds?
(Government laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: I would not like to offer
bonds to the hon. member. In 1918 the
Government representzd a majority of 24,600
clectors after the election. In 1920 they
represented a minority of 20,000 electors.
That shows that 44,000 clectors of Qucensland
changed their views in that short epace of
time.

The PreEmMIER: Nothing of the sort. If a
majority of 20,000 is changed into a minority
of 20,000, it does not mean that 40,000 electors
have changed their views.

"Mr. VOWLES: If you go from a majority
of 24,000 down to a minority of 20.000, T
think that makes a difference of 44,000.

The PreMIER: It does not.

Mr., VOWLES: The conduct of business in
this House by the Government is not only
unique, but it is unpreccedented and uncon-
stitutional. I called your attention before,
Mr. Speaker, to the position which has
arisen here, We find laws being altered and
fresh legislation being cnacted all by the
casting vote of yourself, Mr. Speaker, “or of
the Chairman.

The PreMiEr: That is not unprecedented.

Mr. VOWLES: I could understand that
happening  occasionally;  but, when it
becomes the rule, it is the duty of the
Government to consider the position and
not to place you, Mr. Speaker, and the
Chairman of Committces in the invidjous
position you have been placed in daily when
you have had to take the whole of the onus
of the alteration or creation of laws. In
vegard to the financial administration of the
{fovernment, we are asked this year to find
3 very much larger revenue than has ever

been found In the past. (Government
faughter,)

The PREMIER : Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: When this Government

came into beiug, the amount of money that
was required to run the services of the
State from ordinary revenue was, roughly,
seven and a-quarter millions. We are
rapidly approaching the stage now when it
15 necessary to find 100 per cent. more to do
the same service. 1In spite of the fact that
there has been a recognised decrcase in the
cost of ordinary services, material, .and in
other directions, the Government, who urge
economy on public servants—who compel
them to economise by forcibly reducing their
wages—are not carrying out the same prin-
ciple themselves. But they are requiring more
money to carry on, and, yet, in the face of
forcibly taking away from the public ser-
vants the sum of, roughly, £300,000, they
anticipate finishing up this year’s transac-
tions with a deficit of £576.000. I would like
to know where this is going to end. How
can any business be carried on on those
lines? It leads only to one goal, and that
is the goal of insolvency. Not only have
the Government had, and not only will they
have this year, a record revenue, hut they
propose to spend the revenue and a sum of
money from the Loan and Trust Funds
totallng in the vicinity of £10,000,000. The

{15 Avcust.]
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Government. came into being on a policy of
no borrowing cxcept on reproductive works.
Yet we find that they have borrowed
£33,000,000 during the time they have been
in power, and that the public debt has
increased from £52,000,000 to £85,000,000. I
wvould ke to know if there are any of the
works which have been carried out by
this Government which can be considered
reproductive werks,  In many cases they
were experimental; in many cases they have
been begun and never finished—mnever
brought to a paying point—with the result
that we have had for many years past some
hundreds of thousands of pounds tied up in
useless work—work which is depreciating by
the fact that earthworks are being washed
away and not one penny is being earned
because the work was never completed. Are
we to continue to carry on in that way?
Are we to mortgage and keep on mortgaging
and piling up debts for posterity ? Should
the Government, who told us they were
going to carry on all their public works out
of revenue, be permitted to carry on in this
way when they cannot show any return for
the money they are spending? Y know of
railways costing thousands of pounds which
were begun three or four years ago and
which are now lying dormant. The capital
is tied up, and we have not got the services
of the railways which are partly finished,
but which are paying interest all the time.

The SeEcrETARY FoR RaAlLwavs: The per-
centage of money invested in unopened lines
is not so big under this Government as it
was under your Government.

Mr. VOWLES: The point is this—that,
when the Government came into being, we
were paying £1 8s. 2d. in direct taxation per
capita, and to-day we are paying £4 8s. 10d.,
and 40 per cent. of the revenue which the
State takes from the public through this vast
taxation has to go in payment of interest on
the public debt. In 1914-15 the rate of
interest per capita was £2 18s. 5d., and
to-day it is £4 5s. 4d.

The PrEMIiER: You have been reading the
““ Courier.”

Mr. VOWLES: I have not been reading
the “Courier.” 1 have been getting the
figures from official sources.

Mr. Forey: Why not quote South Aus-
tralia and Western Australia?

Mr. VOWLES: I am not dealing with
South Australia or Western Australia, but
with local conditions; I am dealing with
this Government, who have had a seven years’
tenure of office, and who have been drifting
and further drifting, and are growing worse
every year. It is for that reason that I
appeal to hon. members sitting behind the
Premier to assist us to help to bring this
thing to a close by allowing the electors to
decide whether the Government are to carry
on this conduct in the future or not.
(Government laughter.) It is proposed that
a sum of £5,000.000 shall be spent this year
from the Loan Fund, in what direction we
do not know altogether, but a good deal
of it is going to be spent in ratlway con-
struction and in developing certain schemes
in the Burnett and other districts. I would
like to know how the Government propose
to get any return out of the money which
is to be expended in these ventures if they
are not going to have a healthy immigration
policy, and if they are not going to do the
same as Western Australia is doing—that is,

Mr. Vowles.]
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encourage people with capital and enterprise
to come to Queensland and settle in these
areas when they are made fit for seftlement.
We arc told on the one hand that the
Government are going in one direction, and
on the other hand we are. told that the
Trades and Labour Council will not permit

the Government to bring in immigrants
under any circumstances.
My, HarTeey: That is not true. It is only

while there are unemployed in Queensiand.

Mr. VOWLES: So long as the Govern-
ment carry on their policy of inducing loafers
from the other States to come to Queensland
where they will be kept for nothing by the
Government, you will have unemplovei here
for all time.

Mr. Harteey: You have no authority to
say that the Trades and Labour Council are
against immigration. It is only while there
are unemployed in Queensland.

Mr. VOWLES: I read it in the papers.
If the Government would only administer
the relief in a proper way without encour-
aging people to loaf for the purpose of
getting relief, you would get rid of the
unemployed.

Mr. Dasu: You call them loafers?

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I have heard of
cases where single men have refused work
and yet they get rations. If a police officer
can show that a young man has been offered
WOlk and that he refuses to take it, his

rations should be stopped. That is the only
Wav to bring such men to their senses. I
admit that the Government have a very
difficult proposition, so far as the married
men with responsibilities are concerned,
because in that case there are the women
and children to be considered, and we cannot
aliow the women and (hlldmn to suffer. I
have heard of people going round the country
like Government touri sts, travelling from
station to station, receiving rations and
cadging tobacco and other luxuries as they
g0.

Mr. Dasu: Name one case.

Mr. VOWLES: I asked the Premier the
other night whether he had considered the
question of the loans which are maturing
very shortly, and I quoted the amount of
money which will be fal]mg due next year
and also in 1925 and 1926. The Premier so
far has remained silent, and has not told the
House what his policy is.

The PREMIER :
loan  matured
laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: How much did vou get?
I had a little to say about the American
loans the other day, and I have something
further to say about them now. The first
loan of 12,000,000 dollars was for a period
of twenty years, inconvertible, with interest
at 7 per coent. and the second for 10.000,000
dollars for twenty-ﬁve years, with interest
at 6 per cent. That was also inconvertible.
When T was speaking the other night T set
out to show that it was not a sound busi-
ness proposition, and that the rate of
interest was uncertain. I pointed out that
the whole thing was speculative, and was
dependent upon the dollar value when the
loan matured. The Financial Statement

[Mr. Vowles.

Apparently part of our
yesterday. (Government
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glves the rates for the different loans for
the present financial year as follows :—
Financial Year 1922-3—
1st Loan. 2nd Loan.

Net amount realised, as

per Financial State-

ment . . £2,826,7056 £2,088,541
Interest for ﬁnanmal

year 1922-3 dollars 840,000 600,000

t present rate of ex-
change of 4.46 dollars
to  £1 sterling, is
equal to . .
Interest on net arnount

£188,340 £134,529

amount realised is

equal to, per cent. 611 7 6 810
Rate given in Finan-

cial Statement 51210 517 5

The PreyMiER: Those figures arc quite

correct.

Mr. VOWLES: They are nct correct.
The PreEMier: They were checked by an

actuary. Do you set yourself up as an
actuary ?
Mr. VOWLES: The Sydney * Bulletin”

eritic, who writes the Wild Cat column,”
states that they arc not correct, and I would
be more inclined to go by his opinion than
by the opinion of anybody else.

Myr. Corrins: You are an authority on
“ wild cats.”

Mr. VOWLES: 1 quote those figures for
this reason. I want to make a comparison to
show that the Government did not do the good
buriness that they are supposed to have done
in regard to those loans. A loan was floated
by Canada at the same time for 6 per cent.,
and a loan was floated by Victoria in Feb.
ruary, 1922 at 5. per cent.. which realised
£59." This was a loan of £4.000,000, and no
less than £56,000,000 was offered. The net
proceeds were, approximately, £3,810,000, and
the actual interest on the net proceeds was
£5 155, 6d. por cent. Compare that with the

rate of interest that had to he paid byx
Queensiand. The New Zealand loan floated

in London in May, 1922, of £5000,000 at 4%
er ceft., loahsmu ‘£100,  resulted in
:810 000,000 being offered. and the net pro-
ceeds were, app]0x1matel £4,800,000, and
the actual interest rate on the net ]‘IOCBC‘db
worked down to £4 5s. . which, even on
the Premier’s own showmg, s £1 19s. 3d. per
cent. lower than the rate of his own loan.

There are some matters that I want to
refer o here, first of all in connection with
the want of fulfilment by the Premier of
promises which he made at the last general
He told us, for one thing, that he
was going to bring in a Bill to build workers’
homes, and was going to make that proposal
an active portion of his programme. All we
know about it is that we find at the very tail
end of the Governor’s Speech, which is part
of the Governmoent programme for the pre-
sent election, a promise to do that which
they promised to do in 1920.

The Premier: For which election do you
say it is part of our programme ?

Mr. VOWLES : The election that js coming
on now. (Government laughter.) T take 1%
that it is pretty certain that there is an
election in view, judging by the action of
the Government and by their trying to raise
an election ery as they have done during
the last few days. (Renmewed Government
laughter.) Like a drowning man clutching at
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a straw, they refer to the workers’ homes,
which the Premier himself promised in his
policy speech in the Ixhibition Hall as far
back as 10th September, 1920. When one
finds that the legislation is only now fore-
shadowed as a sort of afterthought in the
Governor’s Speech, althouzh it was promised
in 1920, one realizes that it is just another
little sample of the window-dressing that
goes on about such times., The Premier is
trying right throughout his programme to
‘placate the agriculturists, but at the end he
finds that he must fall back on his old love,
the worker, and so he tells him that he is
going to bring in legislation for workers’
homes.

Hon, W. Forean Syite: The Bill is before
the House now. It is on the business-sheet.

Mr. VOWLES: Wc¢ have seen a lot on
- business-sheets and we know of slaughtered
innocents at the ond of the session. We

have scen lots of things put there for a
purpose and then dropped, and the Premier
will be pleased to drop manv of the things
that kave been foreshadowed in the Gover-
nor’s Speech, and he will blame the Opposi-
tion, and the * Standard” will turn round
and tell us that we are wasting the time of
the country, and will probably give instruc-
tions to the Premicr to ecurtail the debate
by putting on the “ gag.” This is what the
Premier ¢aid on the date I have mentioned—

“ Hence it will be seen that the scheme
under which the Government proposes to
erect workers’ homes in various parts
of the State is a necessary corollary to
the control of wrents legislation. The
Tories have assisted the reat profitcers
by damning for the time being our
chances of ralsing money in London.
The Government, however, will not allow
the Tories to frustrate its plans, znd
menns will be found. either from the pro-
ceeds of the proposed local loan or by
the jzsue of special housing bonds, to
carry out the scheme.”

Nearly two zears have gone and I would like
to know how far the Premier has fulfilled
his promise to the workers of Brisbane in
that particular. On the question of child
endowment. I will quote from the “ Stand-
ard” of 2nd October, 1920—

¢ The svstem of besing wages on what
was required to keep a man and his
wife and three children was fallacious,
ard, in fact, the Arbitration Court had

never fixed a wage on that basis. The
Government was deftermined to work

out a plan to enable women to bring up
their childien in the way they should,
and, therefore, there must be subsidies

to the wives of workers for their
children,
[4 pm.]

“An  Interjector: Hurry up, before

mine all grow up.
“ Mr. Theodore: You may be sure the
Government will not delay.”

Two years have passed, and we have heard
nothing further.

_ The Premmmr: If you have not heard. it
is because rou have not heen listening.
That offer was made to the workers last year.

Mr. VOWLES: I have been listening and
reading. Nothing has been brought before
this House which would give effect to the
words of the Premier.

[15 Avgust.]
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Again, on the subject of the purchase of
the Brishane tramways, this is the appeal
made to the people of the city at the Exhibi-
tion Hall on 10th September, 1920—

“ The Government have the right, from
the 20th September of this year, to
acquire by purchase the Brisbane tram-
ways. This right will be exercised at an
early date.”

The PreMIER : So it will.

Mr. VOWLES: So it will, if the Govern-
ment can push it on to the local authorities.
If they can carry legislation empowering
them to compel the local authorities to take
something that they do not want, then they
will bring it into being.

The PreMIER: Who
tramways ?

Mr. VOWLES: Continuing, the Premier
said—

“ The financial boycott will have no
effcct on the intentions of the Government
in this matter, for we have the right to
pay for the undertaking in Government
debentures.”

should control the

Where is the excuse for having made ihaf
promise to the eclectors of Brisbane and not
having carried it out?

On the subject of unemployment, at Rock-
hampton the Premier said—

“ The CGovernment intend to proceed
with the Unemployed Workers Bill.”
Have they proceeded with it? They are not
game; public opinion is so much against it.
Nevertheless the Government are prepared to
tell that to the clectors for the purpose of
gotting their votes. The hon. member for
Bowen on 3rd December, 1915 (‘* Hansard,”

page 2631), said—

“ He regretted very much that they
had to distribute outdoor relief in a State
like Queensland; bot he was convineed
that, so long as they had production for
gain instead of production for use, so
long would they have to give outdoor
relicef.”

That is one of the gentlemen who now is
advocating a policy conceived from an agricul-
tural point of view: yet He is one of those who
helieve in production only for use znd not
for profit. How on earth he can reconcile
and justify his attitude towards the workers
with his attitude towards the producers 1s
beyond my comprehension.

Mr. Coruins: Don’t you worry about the
hon. membr for Bowen.

Mr. VOWLES: Again, at Bowen, on 3rd
October, 1920, the Premier said—

“ There was nothing about which the
Giovernment was more in earnest than
the establishment of the Bowen iron and
ster] works.”

Have they been started?
An Oppostrion MEMBER: No.

Mr. VOWLES: Is not that another false
promise? These things are all coming heme
to roost,

Mr. Corrins: They never would be started
if you had your way.

Mr. VOWLES: That is two years ago.
The Premier said— -

“To suy that this part of the Govern-
ment’s  policy was political window-
dressing was a falsehood. The Govern-
ment meant to go straight ahead with

Mr. Vowles.]
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the work and the failure of the London
loans would not affect the position. They
had local financial resources and the
work would be carried out without
delay.”

Sarely the hon. gentleman must appreciate
the fact that he has not been playing the
game with the electors of Queensland !

The Preyicr: Who did you say had the
financial resources? {Government laughter.)

. Mr. VOWLES: I think the hon. gentleman
is supposed to have them. We have often
tried to find out what the hon. gentleman has
in the way of financial resources, but he is
one of those who will never give us the
information.

Mr. FomrDE: Ho never got any from your
side.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. VOWLES: These quotations I will
now make should cause followers of the
Government to realise the position they are
in to-day. Not alone have they public opinion
against them ; they have union opinion against
them—the heads of organisations as well as
the rank and file. On the question of reduc-
tion of wages, at a mass meeting at the
Ipswich railway workshops on 4th July, 1922,
Mr. Rymer said—

“ Mr. Theodore had made promises in
his speeches before the last election.
Labour candidates had assured the rail-
way men that there would be no retrench-
ment. Was that honoured? They were
also told there would be no reduction in
wages. Was that honoured? ”

Again, Mr. Rymer said this—
“ Legislation was to be introduced
which would provide a central fund for
the purpose of paying a bonus for every

child born. Had that promise been
carried out? Mr. Theodore said
he would search the pockets of the

wealthy.”

I thivk he found, Mr. Speaker, that they
were emptr. (Laughter.) Mr. Rymer wants
to know if he has done that, and says he was
more inelined to search the pockets of the
workers. Continuing, he said—
“T am sorry to say that delegates have
rcason "for believing, as far as the
member for Bremer is concerned, he is

in the Dbag with Ted Theodore and
MceCormack.”
Then, again, on the question of these

promisces about which people want an explana-
tion, the Seccretary for Mines at a mecting
of the Fire Brigade Section of the Ausiralian
Workers’ Union on 30th March, 1922, accord-
ing to the “ Standard 7’ said—

“ The time was undoubtedly ripe for
the propaganda campaign now being con-
duected by the Queensland Central Hxecu-
tive of the Australian Labour party. It
was everywhere apparent that it was the
int=ntion of the employing bosses to bring
down wages, It was most remarkable
that whenever a time of difficulty arose
the average emplover could see no way
out but to cut into the wages sheet.”’

The Sreretary for Mines is one of those who
subscribe to the plank in the Arvbitration
‘Court to have the wages of public servants
cut down, in the face of having said that as
late as 1st April, 1922—rather an appropriate
date—it was April Fool’s Day.

[Mr. Vowles.
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Again, the hon. member for Bremer, at the
Ipswich railway workshops, on 6th July, 1922,
said this—

“ In roference to the address which Mr.
Rymer made at the workshops on Tues-
day, the statements made were not correct.
When the matter of the proposed reduec-
tion was before the Caucus a motion was
submitted which would have had the effect
of preventing the Government going to
the Avbitration Court. Ho voted for
that motion and against Mr. Theodore.
He was not ‘ in the bag > with Mr. Theo-
dore, as Mr. Rymer had suggested.”

That shows distinetly that, even on matters
of policy where dircct promises have been
given by members of the Ministry individual
members sitting behind the Government have
no soul of their own and no voice of their
own. Had those eight members, who have
been lauded up to the skies by the workers’
organisations, joined forces with the Opposi-
tion—as they should have done if they wanted
to assert their manhood—they might have
saved the workers of Queensland from the
broken promises of the Government.

Again, on 3lst July, 1922, Mr. Bond, the
scerotary of the Professional Officers’ Associa-
tion, said at the Albert Hall—

“ The principles of the Labour move-
ment had been distinctly violated by the
Government, which had distinctly de-
parted from the pledges it had given to
the people before the last general
elections.’

A GloverwMENT MEMBER: What ¢ Bond 7 is
that?

Mr. VOWLES: Those are not the bonds
the hon. member is talking about. (Govern-
ment laughter.) In addition to those things
T have mentioned, we have had increased
hours for clerical workers—I do not say they
may not be necessary, but the promise was
made that these things would not be done—
pooling of work, reduction of wages by appli-
cation to the Arbitration Court, special
retrenchment by legislation, and, what is com-
monly known now as ¢ deflation.” 8o far as
the polico magistrates in particular are con-
cerned, the Government, I understand, are
attacking their salaries with the 5 per cent.
redueticn notwithstanding the fact that there
is a special agreement in writing between the
CGovernment and thoso officers that their
salarics were not to be touched.

1 think I have given some reasons, from a
financial point of view—and more particu-
larly from the Government’s own aciions in
respect of their policy during the present
.ossion—which should justify members sitting
behind the Government in realising that ther
should consider very seriously whether they
pronose to permit the Government to carry
on in the future; or whether, by their votes,
in conjunction with those of the members of
the Opposition. they intend to bring about a
crisis which will force a gencral clection. Are
we to continue as we have been doing in the
last few weeks?

A GoverwMENT MEeusiR: I hope not.

Mr. VOWLES: The Government are in a
state of uncertainty. On a recent cccasion
they had to adjourn the House in order to
carry on. At a critical stage they were
unable to carry ou at all. If they are going
to carry on and the voting is equal, they will
only be able to carry on on the casting vote
of yourself, My. Speaker, or the Chairman of
Committees when the House is in Committee.
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Is it a fair thing that the Government
should put you in that position? You Pper-
sonally are %un]ﬂ)sod to be independent of
any party in this Fouse, and you should
not know what the Government's policy
really is. When the Government bring for-
ward legislation which is going to alter
existing conditions, the unwritten law on
this  matter, according to counstitutional
authorities, is that the datv of the Speaker
or the Chairman, as the case may be. is to
1eavc coudltlon; as they are. According to

“May." the constitutional practice is for
the Speaker or Chairman not to alter exist-
ing conditions.

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL: And not to oppose
the Speaker at an clection.

Mr. VOWLES: What about the election
of 19157 Did you not oppose Mr. Armstrong?

The Preyter : Did he not attend the caucus
of the Nationalists?

Mr. VOWLES: When the Denham Govern-
ment were in effice, I never saw the Speaker
at a meeting of the party.

The Premier: Did he not give his casting
vote in favour of the Denham Government?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know; but, if the
Bpeaker or Chairman did so, I say without
hesitation that he should not.

Mr. Couiixs: Weak men follow precedents,
strong men make them.

Mr., VOWLES: I can imagine the attitude
of the hon. gentleman if the tables were
turned. The people have a right as indi-
v1duala and electors to say, “We will not

allow this state of affairs to continue.” I
have moved this motion this afterncon in
seder  that members sitting  behind  the
Governmeit, even at this late stage in the
history of this Parliament, may give the
electors an opportunity of saying whether the
present Government arc to continue in office
or not,

Orrosrrion MrvBeErs : Hear,

Mr. MOORE (Aubi{m!/): I desire to second
the motion moved by the leader of the
Opposition. Queensland has got into such a
state that something has got to be done, and
it is up to hon. membors sitting behind the
Government to sce thst what we hmc been
going through during the last four years does
not continue. It is a terrible state of affairs
if contenticus measures have to be carried
on the casting vote of the Speaker or Chair-
man.

The Prewier: Did you not refuse the
po;xtmn of president of the Local Authori-
ties’ Association the other day because you
were going to get a portfolio in this House?

Mr. MOORE: No;

hear!

there was nothing said
about a portfolio. The electors of Aubigny
have sent me to represent them in this
House, and it is my duty to give my whole
time to that work, Fad 1 accepted the
poqltlon of president of the Local Authori-

ties’ A«oc'dtmn my parliamentary work
would hqx been interfered with. 'This
motion will enable Government members to

cast thﬂn votes in the interests of the country
and in the interests of Queensland as a whole,

The Prentzr: Is it not strange that the
leader of the Nationalist party did not
second the motion?

Mr. MOORE :

I do not think it is strange
at all

I have a perfeet right, as deputy
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leader of the Country party, to second the
motion moved by the leader of the Opposi-
tion——

The PREMIER :

Mr., MOORE: More especially as during
the last seven years the country people have
veen the ones who have suffered most at the
hands of the Government.

Mr. Corrixs: What rot!

Mr., MOORE: We have suffered at the
hands of the Government during the last
seven years, and it is only within the last
three or four weeks that the Country party
has received any attention from the Govern-
ment, and that is because they anticipate
going to the country, and they know perfectly
well that they have Jost the confidence of the
workers outside, and consequently they are
turning to the agriculturists in an endeavour
to secure support. We know very well that
at the present time the Labour organisations
outside are calling a special convention to
deal with the recalcitrant position of the
Premier in defying the Central Political
Executive.

The PreEMiEr: Do you say that the wheat-
growers and the canegrowers are suffering?

Mr. MOORE: They have suffered. Tt is
no good picking out just the sugar-growers.
Thev are in the position they are in to-day
because of the Federal Government.

GOVERNXMENT MEeMBERS: No.

Mr. MOORE: Labour members in this
ITouse prior to 1914 prophesied that the
¥ederal Government would be the saviours
of the sugar industry. To-day we have to
consider the position that the finances of the
State have got into.

Hon. W, Foregan SwmitH: Any concession
that was got for the sugar industry was
wrung out of the Federal Government by this
Government,

Mr. MOORE: It is no use the hon. gentle-
man talking like that. We have members
in the Federal House representing Queensland
who are just as anxious for the continuance
of the sugar industry and the prosperity of
the growers as hon. members opposite.

The Premier: Are they Counfry party
membeors ?

Mr. MOORE: Country members, too.

The PrEMigr: Why is the Prime Minister
giving them so much attention?

Mr. MOORE: The Prime Minister recog-
nises that the Country party is a force to be
reckoned with, and also recognises that the
Labour party in the TFederal House is a
dead leiter, and cousequently gives his
attention to the Country party rather than
the Labour party.

The Premier: They are not a dead letter
in Queecnsland.

Mr. MOORLE: That remains to be scen.
When the convention is called by the Labour
organiations to deal with the Premier and
his colleagues we shall find what position
they are going to take up. We had a con-
ference sitting in Quecusland last QOctober,
when certain resolutions were passed in direct
opposition to the warning of the Premier.
A conference also sat in Melbourne, which

It is very significant.

reaffirmed those resolutions, and now we
have the Premier directly opposing those
resolutions,  As a member of the Labour

party, he has to sign a_pledge, not only to
assist in carrying out those resolutions, but

Mr. Moore.]
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also to become an active propagandist, and,
when matters come into Parliament founded
on those resolutions, he is expected to carry
them out. We had the Premier making the
statement that there would be no reduction
in wages, yet we find that a reduction has
come. 1t was forced on him. I am not
going to say whether it was right or wrong;
but, in my opinion, the reduction was right.
I do not think it was right for the Govern-
ment to make a distinet pledge to a body of
workers by saying that therc would not be
any reduction, and then breaking their pledge
and going to the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Counsg: If your Government were in
power, they would reduce wages.

Mr. Swayne: Your Government got into
power on false pretences.

Mr. MOORE: As the hon. member for
Mirani says, the Government got into power
on falsc pretences. When the State enter-
prises were launched we had a statement
published broadcast throughout Queensland
that, by the establishment of State enter-
prises, revenue would be increased, taxation
would be increased, and borrowing would
become unnecessary.
false than that? We find that last vear the
total loss in connection with State enterprises
was  £260,628; after absorbing a reserve
profit there s still a loss of £79,305. We
have seen the extraordinary accounts in
connection with them. We know the valua-
tion put on the stock on State stations and
how the enterprises have been managed. We
know perfectly well that the assets to-day
would not realise within 55 per cent. of the
price paid for them. We find that the
Treasurer, in delivering his Financial State-
ment, anticipates a deficit of over £550,000,
and yet makes no provision to meet that.

The Premier: Could you not deal with
these matters on the Financial Statement?

Mr., MOORE: I have a perfect right to
spcak on what I consider is of interest to
Queensland whether T am speaking on this
motion or on the Financial Statement.

The Premier: Could you not say all this
on the Financial Statement?

Mr. MOORE: Of course I could, and I
could have said it on the Address in Reply;
but, unfortunately, the Premier cut out the
Address in Reply and we are forced to take
other opportunities in this House to put
forward our complaints,

Mr. Forny: What about the services ren-
dered to the community by the State enter-
prises?

Mr. MOORE: The services rendered to
the community by the State enterprises are
i no way commensurate with the amount of
mencey the people have had to pay for them

by way of taxation.
Mr. Torey: The people outside do not

think so.

Mr. MOORE : I have lived outsida, and T
know the way things are going on. It is
all very well for the Minister to say that the

tate butcher shops have reduced the price
of meat to the consumers. We know very
well that they have not done so. When
they were commandeering meat from the
pastoralists at their own price, they were
able to sell a little cheaper than the private
shops, but to-day they are not able to do
t0. In the past, in many places in Queens-
tand, the State buicher shops could not com-
pete with the private shops.

[Mr. Moore.
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Mr. GiLpay: If it were not for the State
.butcher shops the price of meat would be
corsidcrably higher than it is.

Mr. MOORE: In Toowoomba the State
butchor sheps could never compete with
private evterprise, Private enterprise under-
sold them the whole of the time, proving
that the argument of hon. members is
altogether wrong.

Hor. W. Forean SyitH: They are doing
very well in Toowoomba,

kir. MOORIL: Private enterprise to-day
can undersell the State shops and always
has done so in Toowoomba. Take the posi-
tion in Queensland to-day so far as the
money that has been borrowed for repro-
uctive works is concerned. For the eight
years conding 20th June, 1922, the interest
charged on borrowed wmoney amounted to
£20,846,479. The earnings during that timse
from reproductive works amounted to
£8,665.431. leaving a loss for the eight years
of £11.681.045, which has had to be found
by the taxpayer. The actual charge on the
revenue in 1915 was 3.72 per cent., while
to-day it is 18.18 per cent. Roughly, there
are about £45,000,000 of loan money expended
in Queensland pot carning any interest at
all.  C'an anybody sav that that is a sabis-
factory state of affairs in a couuntry like
Quecensland ¥ Nobody can sar that is a con-
dition of affairs that should exist in Queens-
land. considering the position we were in
in 1915.

Mr. Fouey: The same thing applies to
every other State.

Mr. MOORE: It does not apply to cvery
other State. The hon. member has only to
look at Saturday’s * Daily Mail” and he will
see from the report in commection with the
railways in New South Wales that they
paid 5.9 per cent. interest. That is the best
paying system in the world to-day, while the
greatest deficit in Queensland “is in connec-
tion with our railways. In that respect,
Qucensland is in a far worse position than
any other State in Australia. The interest
charge per snnum  to-day amounts to
£3,286,0%. But the financial management
has been so indifferent that the receipts
from loan works only amount to £1,047.308,
leaving a deficit of £2,238,788, which was a
divect charge on the taxpayers of Quecnsland.
If a private company carried on business in
that manner, they would not be able to
carry on for more than twelve months, If
they were not able to pay their shareholders
and debenture holders, the sharcholders would
put in a receiver and realise on the assets;
but, because the Government have got the
taxpavers to fall back on, it does not matter;
they do not care what taxation is imposed
on the people. They are not prepared to cut
down cxpenditure in any way whatever.
They estimate a record revenue for the com-
ing vear and anticipate a deficit of over
£560,000, and have made no provision to
meet it.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: In order to give low
ratos to the primary producers.

Mr. MOORE: Not at all.. The primary
producers have only come into the view of
the Government within the last few months.
Before that the Government did ncet care
what happened to them. In the past, rail-
way rates were increased as much as 60 per
ceri, A few items have been reduced by 20
per cent. within the last three or four
months, and that is all we have got out of
the Government; and yet they are making a
great boast about what they have done for
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the primary producers. The Government
talk about economy. They have been talk-
ing about it for a leng time, but so far we
have secn no signs of economy, and pri-
vate economy is discouraged. One of the
greatest evils in Queensland to-day is the
gambling that is going on throughout the
State. I have previously called attention to
the evil of proprietary racing and of the
gambling devices going on throughout
Queensland, In 1916-17, as reported on page
393 of ‘“ Hansard,” Mr., Pollock, the hon,
member for Gregory, said—

“Now, I am against proprietary rac-
ing because I am against all monopolies.
That is the reason why I believe that
proprietary racing in Queensiand should
be exterminated, and 1 think that the
only way in which that can be done is
by getting hold of the hub of racing in
Brisbane.”

Yet we find the Government, which stated
that they were going to combat monopolies
and combines, giving their support to the
greatest monopoly in Australia to-day, and
not a word raised in protest by one hon.
member on the Government side. How they
have changed their views during the last
three or four vears! The hon. member for
Fitzroy strongly supported the motion with
regard to the control of proprietary racing.
He said—

“With regard to proprietary racing, 1
think it is an evil which has brought
racing down in a great degree. It has
spoilt horse racing altogether since pro-
prietary racing has crept in, and the
sooncr it is done away with the better.
it is a pure money-making game and
that is the onlyv reason that it is con-
tinued. To think that proprictary racing
has been allowed to get into the hands
of one man to fleece the big cities of
Queensland 1s very bad, and I hope the
Government will take hold of it and
deal with it drastically.”

The resolution dealing with the matter was
carried in this House, but so little do the
Government think of anv resolution carried
in this House that they have not touched it.
They have never heen game to lift a finger
against this evil which is '‘growing up in
cur midst. A little further on the hon,
member for Fitzroy sald—

‘“The sooner proprietary racing is done
away with and the profits are removed
from these parasites—that is all you
can call them, although they may have
hundreds and thousands of pounds in
the bank—the better, Proprietary racing
should be done away with altogether. 1
shall vote for the motion.”

Then, Mr. Fihelly, as reported on page 399
of ““ Hansard,” said—

“At the last Rockhampton Clonvention,
I think a resolution was carried by the
delegates there from the different elect-
orates representing the Labour move-
ment, to abolish bookmakers and
iationalise the totalisator.

“At the present day the horees are
merely used for gambling purposes and
nothing elre.”

In 1915, in reply to 2 question by Mr, Gunn,
the latc member for Carnarvon, the Attorney-
General said that there passed through the
totalisator alone in six months £62 560, the
Government having received £3,128, and the
owner of the ecourse £4,535. In twelve
wonths there passed through the ¢ tote”
£157,413; the amount claimed by the Govern-
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ment being £7,875; and the proprietor
received £11,419, For the twelve months

ending Ist July, 1922, there passed through
the totalisator a sum of £193,101 5s.; the
amount claimed by the Government was
£11,661 19s. 9d.; and the amount received by
the proprietor, £12,651. That is only on one
racecourse, and we find that during the last
twelve months there were two hundred and
twenty-two davs on which racing took place
in the metropolitan area. Does this evil
not cry out for some action on the part of
the Government? We heard that a Bill was
to be introduced during this session to con-
trol racing, but it was suddenly dropped.
We have a Government who are supposed to
combat monopolies, and yet they absolutely
refuse to lift a finger to control something
which is sapping the life of the community,
and, as the hon. member for Fitzroy said,
breeding parasites in our midst.

I will take the figures for one day this
year in connection with proprietary race-

‘course mcetings in Brisbane, held on the Ist

The totalisator turnover
was  £5895 b5s.; the eclub got
[4.30 p.m.] £383; the bookmakers in the
paddock paid to the club £462,

while those in the leger enclosure paid £199
10s. Nominations and acceptances came $o
£188; the prize money amocunted to £900.
Roughly, for that one day’s racing in con-
nection with one racecourse in Brisbane,
£2,082 went to the proprietors of the race-
course. Surcly it is time that such a dis-
graceful state of affairs was put a stop to
by whatever Government is in power,
especially as a mandate to that effect has
been given by this House, and hon. members
opposite spoke in favour of it. 8till the
(GGovernment are afraid to do anything.
Surely the Government recognise that they
have got a mandate from their own sup-
porters to do something. Tt is their duty
to act on that mandate, and, if they are not
prepared to do so, let hon. members cppo-
sita come over to this side and force the
(GGovernment to carry out this work, which
is for the benefit of the State. But appar-
ently they would sooner submit o the
degradation of the people by allowing
gambling to be carried on ag 1t is being
carried on. They wounld sooner see parasites
flourishing in Qucensland than have some-
body else on the front Treasury bench.

Mr. Forey: We never hear you advocat-
ing the abolition of the Stock Exchange.
Mr. MOORE: We arve constantly asked by
hon. members opposite, when we deal with
this matter, ¢ Do you want to abolish church
raffles, or the Stock Exchange?” If we are
going to deal with the thing properly, let
us take hold of it and not hide behind sub-
torfuges like that.

Mr. Fouey: You are not sincere.

Mr. MOORE: I tell you I am sincere.

of this month.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon
member must address the Chair.
Mr. MOORE: I want to refer {o the

“ Liberty Fairs” which have been carried
on throughout Queensland. These gambling
devices are carried on in spite of the pro-
tosts of the people in the various towns of
the State. I would like to quote this extract
in connection with the * Liberty Fair”” which
was held in Toowcomba—

“ Despite the protests of the City Coun-
cil and other bodies, the ‘ Liberty Fair’
commenced operations on land adjoining
the town hall on Saturday night.

Mr. Moore.]
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“The town clerk (Mr. T. H. Morritt)
has forwarded the following letter to the
Attorney-General following on Friday's
deputation of protest:—

Sir,—I have the honour to inform
you that at a conference between the
Council, the Ministers’ Association,
and representatives of the Toowoomba
Municipal Band, the following resolu-
tion was unanimou:zly carried:—

That an emphatic protest be
entered against the action of the

Queensland  Attorney-General  in

granting the promoters of ¢ Liberty

Fair’ permission to conduct various

pernicious forms of gambling in Too-

weomba, and that the Minister be
requested to cancel the permit forth-
with.

In 1018 the Council forwarded a
similar protest through the Home Sce-
retary, but since then the adult fran-
chise has been extended to local
government elestions, and surely the
unanimous wishes of a council elected
on that basis should be given some
consideration.

I am, therefore, directed respectfully
to request that you will be pleased to
carry out the term of the resolution
by = immediately withdraswing the
authority to the proprictors of ¢ Liberty
Fair’ to carry on a business that is
detrimental to the moral welfare of
the community.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(8gd.) Fraxx H. Mzrrrir, Town Clerk.

“In our report of the
appearing in  Saturday’s
arrangements for the division of the
profits from the fair were not made
quite clear. These provide for the pro-
moter to receive 40 per cent., 30 per
cent. to go to the Brisbane ¢ Standard.’
15 per cent. to the local Trades Hall
Board, and 15 per cent. to the band.”

When the advertisements came out, it
appeared that the *° Liberty Fair” was being

deputation
issue, the

run in the intevests of the band in Too.
woombn, but this extract shows how much
they got out of it—only 15 per cent. The

biggest percentage, 40 per cent., goes to the
promoters, and &0 per eent. to the Brisbanc
¥ Daily Standard.”” We find that this kind
of thing is allowed throughout the length
and breadth of Queensland,

Mr. Coruins: Not half as bad as bribing
members of Parliament.

Mr. MOORE: This has been going on
for years, and there have been continual pro-
tests made against it by the people, I
know that several hon. ‘members opposite
objest to it just as much as I do. The presi-
dent of the Trades Hall in Toowoomba got
up on a public platform and emphatically
protested against this form of gambling
being allowed to go on, and yet not one
word of protest is raised by hon. members
oppesite. They are prepared to accept any
money. (Government dissent.)

Mr. K1RwAN: That is where von people
made the mistake. It may be £5,000 next
weel,

¥r. MOORE: We find also that the
Governor has seen fit to enter a protest
against the ‘ Golden Casket.”

[Myr. Moore.
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Mr. Corrixg: The Governor ought to be
put into his proper place, and told to mind
his own business,

Mr. MOORI: Every public man in
Queensland has a perfect right to voice his
opinion if he sees the moral principles of
the people being undermined.

OrpostTion 3MruBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Kirwan: There is not a man on that
side who would not take the £5.000 if he
won it. It is properly conducted.

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of
whether it is properly condacted at all.
New South Wales put a stop to it because
they recognise that it is an evil.

The PrEymiER: They did not stop * Tatter-
sall’s,”

Mr. MOORE: A previous Government
turned Tattersall’s out of Queensland, because
it was prejudicial to the morals of the
peeple, and now we have the “ Golden
Caeket.”

The Premizr: Tattersall’s was still going
here when the ‘“ Golden Casket” was started.

Mr, MOORE : We have a £25,000 ““ Go'den
Casket” running every fortnight in Queens-
land, and can anybody say that it is for the
benefit of the people?

A Goveryuext Mpmsir: Yes—for the

benefit of the bospitals.

Mr. MOORE : That is the way hon. gentle-
men opposite always try to shuffle out. It
does not matter whether the people are
degraded or not, or what goes on, so long
as the money comes in, That is the way in
which the Government seem to look at all
these questions. We had the Sceretary for
Railways getting up a little while ago and
endeavouring to prove that the railways in
Queensland are run better than those in any
other State. I will give some figures to show
the position.

Mr. GILDAY:
your own State.

Ar. MOORE: I would point out to the

hon. member——

The SPEAKER: I would ask the hon.
member to address the Chair.

Mr. MOORII: I have a right, when 1 see
things going on in the way they are going,
5 try and remedy the position. I wish to
give the figures with regard to the number
of train miles per employee, as compared
with the number in 1915 in the various
States of Australia. In New South Wales
the mileage increased by 18.9 per cmployee,
in Vietoria by 90.5 per employee, in South
Australia by 10.4 per employee, in Western
Australia by 816 per ecmployce, and 1in
Tasmania by 97 per employee, while in
Queensland there was a decrease of 435.8
miles per emplovee. That shows the difference
between Queensland and the other States, and
the bad position we have got into. Our rail-
ways, which are one of our biggest assets,
show a great loss, and our State enterprises,
instead of being a benefit to the country, are
a curse and a burden on the taxpayers. It
is time that this sort of thing was stopped.
The people are taxed very much more heavily
in proportion than they were in 1915, and
some remedy should be found.

The Government have been talking about
what they have done for the settler. The
advances made by the Settlers’ Branch were:
1913-14, £256,732; 1514-15, £332,793; and

You are always decrying
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1915-16. £414,187. T have taken those figures
from the Treasurer’s tables. The settlers are
just as much in need of advances to-day as
they were then. In 1920-21 and 1921-22 the
advances were £240,770 and £251,274 respec-
tively. There were 5,600 applications sent in
asking for advances, but 50 per cent. were
turned down, because the Government did
not have sufficient funds. The settlers wanted
money to improve their properties, but they
were turned down by the Government.

Mr. Gipay: Why don’t you take
whole period of seven years?

Mr. MOORE: If I took the whole seven
years, it would be worse still. The position
is exactly the same in connection with
workers’ dwellings. We find from the Trea-
surer’s tables that the advances made from
the State Advances Corporation Fund in con-
nection with the Workers’ Dwellings Branch
in 1913-14 amounted to £449,004; in 1914-15,
to £453.808; in 1915-16, to £341,252; while
for the last two years the advances have been
—1820-21, £216.902; and 1921-22, £103,732.
Those figures show a decrcase of 40 per cent.
in the advances made in connection with the
workers’ dwellings. We know that the Go-
vernmoent have not got sufficient money to
lend to the settlers. When this matter was
mentioned in this Chamber last year, the late
Treasurer said that it was necessary to save
fools from themselves. The settler outside is
endeavouring to improve his holding, but half
the times he seeks an advance he is turned
down by the Government because they have
not got sufficient money, and the only satis-
faction he gets is for the Treasurer to say
that it is neccssary to save fools from them-
seives,  All these things are acting vitally
against the interests of the settler. We find
that the position of the State is going back.
We find that the settlers are having a very
hard time; so much so that the Government,
in sclf-defence, have been forced during the
last fow weeks to bring in a Bill to remedy,
or endeavour to remedy to a certain extent,
the position into which they have forced the
primary producer outside for years past.
For vears the Government have been tramp-
ling on tho primary producer, and now they
have introduced a Bill with the object of
lifting him from the ditch into which
they have pushed him. It is about time
that hon. members opposite recognised the
position. With the expenditure of money
proposed for the present financial year,
and with the record revenue anticipated
by the Treasurer, we find that the Govern-
ment  expect to end the year with a
deflicit of £570,000. What chance have the
unforturate pecople of Queensland got of
recovering their position? The Queensland
people have to carry a huge burden of taxa-
tion every vear, while in Victoria they have
had no additional taxation since 1915. The
other night the hon. member for Herbert
sald that Queeniland was the only State
which reduced taxation this year. It is quite
true that they have reduced taxation on one
small scction of the community to the extent
of about £8,000.

The PreMIER: Small scction? I thought
you said the farmers were a large section.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman himself
does pot anticipate that the relief will amount
to more than about £8,000. We know that
the Covernment have been collecting taxes
from people for years when they have no
vight to collect it, The money was peid

the
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because the people did not understand that
they were entitled to make deductions. It
was never clearly stated In the income tax
instructions that they were entitled to make
a deduction. The matter was brought up in
this House on one or two occasions, and the
Government said the matter would be reme-
died, but it was never remedied. When they
get money from people that way, it is
merely extracting money from the people by
a subterfuge. That is not the way to carry
on a country. I hope that the hon. members
of the Government party who represent coun-
try constituencies will see that the burdens
placed on their electors are too heavy, and
will endeavour to have them removed.

Mr. Kirwan: They are not too heavy.
Look at the record wheat prices.

Mr. MOORE: I pointed out previously
that there is a large section of people in
Queensland who are living practically on
gambling. If the Government find any satis-
faction in continuing it, they are welcome to
do so, but, in my opinion, this gambling is
having a bad effect on the people. The
Home Secretary himself admitted that he
did not believe in the principle of collecting
money in the way that it is being collected
by the Government at the present time, bub
he did not see any other way of doing it. If
a Minister is so barren of ideas that he is
prepared to witness the degradatlon of the
people rather than put his foot down on an
ovil that is growing bigger every day, then
it is time the Government had an election,
and let the people say whether they are pre-
pared to back them up in the way they are
going. We have only one legislative Cham-
ber now, and measures are carried here by
the casting vote of yourself, Mr. Speaker, or
the casting vote of the Chairman of Com-
mittecs. 'That is not the right way to carry
on the government of the State. In every
countrv in the world, when a redistribution
of saats takes place, an eclection follows
shortly afterwards, so that the people can
ratifv the action of the Government in regard
to the redistribution of seats. The position
here is that the Government force through
legislation on the casting vote of the Speaker.
That is not fair to yourself as Spcaker, and
it is not fair to the country. I think that
hon. members should have an opportunity of
saying whether they approve or disapprove
of the condition of affairs the Government
have got this State into.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillegor), who was received with Govern-
ment ¢ Hear, hears "’ said: Although I can-
not sympathise with the leader of the Oppo-
sition in the motion he has moved, or in the
predicament he finds himself in, T can quite
understand it. The hon. member gave notice
with great confidence last Friday of his inten-
tion to move this motion. It must be a very
bitter experience to him to have to go on
with it this afternoon—(Government laughter)
—because his plans have so grossly mis-
carried.

Governaent MemBers : Flear, hear!

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
very confident during the whole sitting on
Triday, and he spoke about the Government
having reached the climax of its existence,
and predicted the early fall of the Govern-
ment. One can casily understand his con-
fidence in the light of a recent happening.

GoverxMexT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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The PREMIER: The happenings of the
last day or two reveal the fundamental dif-
ference between the Labour party and the
anti-Labour party.

GoVERNMENT MzEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The Labour party is
based upon the recognition of high prin-
ciples.  (Opposition laughter.) One can
understand the guffaw of the party that
stands for what boodle will buy.

GoVvERNMENT MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

The PREMIER: The Labour party hopes
to achieve success by the faith it has in its
political ideals; but the Opposition parties in
the Queensland Parliament at present hope
to achieve success—how? By buying mem-
bers of Parliament.

Mr. FLETCHER: We have got nothing to do
with it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Port Curtis says he has got nothing to do
with it.

Mr. Frrrcuer: The Country party have
nothing to do with it.

The PREMIER : The leader of the Oppo-
sition has not said so.

Mr. VowLes: I say so now.

The PREMIER : Then how is it that you
were able to say last Saturday at Ascot that
you had arranged, or that someone had
arranged, for the hon. member for Toowoomba
{(Mr. Brennan) to vote for the want of con-
fidence motion?

Mr. VowLes: I never said anything of the
kind.

The PREMIER: Can the hon. gentloman
explain how it was that he knew that an
offer was being made to a member of this
party, and that he believed it would be suc-
cessful ?

Mr. VowLEs: I never said anything of the -

kind.

The PREMIER : It is well known to hon.
members opposite, because individually they
were quite gleeful about it.

Mr. ELPBINSTONE: We are still gleeful.

The PREMIER : The hon. member’s looks
belie him.

Mr. ILLPHINSTONE: So do yours.
ought to get a looking-glass.

The PREMIER : Then what does the hon.
member mean by saying: ¢ We are stiil
gleeful 7

Mr. EUPHINSTONE: DBecause we have right
on our side. (Government laughter.)

The PREMIER: Is that how the hon.
member describes attempts at bribery?

Mr. Errninsoxe: No.

The PREMIER: They have the influence
of the capitalists and the boodlers, and the
hon. gentleman says they have right on their
side,

. Mr. Frercupr: Do you say that we are
influenced by boodlers?

The PREMIER: You were quite prepared

to take advantage of wbat the boodlers were
able to do for you.

GOVERNMENT MEMEERS : Fear, hear!

Mr. FLEICHER: You do not know anything
about it.

The PREMIER: Does the leader of the
Opposition expect me to take notice of the

THon. E. G. Theodore,

You

motion he is moving this afternoon and of
the long diatribe he delivered, which had
no point and no application? When he
found that his plans had gone awry, he
had to make some laboured attempt to carry
on for half an hour, to make some pretence
to justify this motion by drawing a smoke-
screen around the place. EKven he should
know that something more important than
the mere trivialities he dealt with in his
specch has been moving in political circles
in Queensland of late—something for which
he 1s partly responsible, even if he is not
culpable. 1 say it was well known to the
controllers of the Country party—the organi-
sation behind the Country party—the organi-
sation behind the Opposition generally.
(Opposition dissent.)
Mr. MaXWELL: Absolutely no.

The PREMIER : I hcar the hon. member
for Toowong say, “ No.” How, then, was he

able to announce on Saturday that the
Opposition had secured the vote of a
Government member? (Uproar.)

Mr. MaxweLL: I said nothing of the kind.

The PREMIER: It is just as well that
the atmosphere is being . cleared in regard
to this kind of illegal attempt at political
corruption, which originated with the
enemies of the Government, with the
organisation opposed to the Labour party.
For over a year members on that side, or
organisations behind members on that side.
have been attempting to corrupt members of
Parliament.

Mr, FiETcHER: Are we responsible for
what any member of the community does?

The PREMIBR: I am not going to hold
the hon. member respousible. What I say
i= that his party is a party evidently con-
trolled by bosses or an organisation that is
prepared to stoop to that kind of thing.

Mr. LrpuiNsTONE: That is not true.

An OppostrioNn MemBek: What about your
party ?

The PREMIER: For over a year
organisations or forces representing anti-
Labour organisations in Queensland have

beenn attampting to corrupt members of
Parliament; they have been attempting to
bribe members of Parliament to oppose the
Labour Government. They do not rely upon
the advocacy of their principles or the formu-
lation of a policy that will appeal to the
people in order to turn this party out of
office, but upon the corruption of members
of Parliament.
Mr. FLETCHER interjected.

The PRIUMIER : Labour members are not
up for sale. {(Government cheers.) At any
rate, no more Labour members are up for
sale.

Mr. Vowres: Did you not yet your price?

The PREMIER: No, I have not got a
price.  (Government cheers.) I have no
doubt that, if I had a price, it would have
been offered to me; but, as a matter of
fact, overtures have been made to me quite
recently by people speaking authoritatively
on behalf of Opposition organisations—offers
not to buy my vote, but offers for my ser-
vices to lead a new party, formed princi-
pally of Oppesition members.

Mr. FrercHER : Lucky you did not take it.

The PREMIER: Some of those overtures
have been quite recent. Perhaps the word
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“ gvertures” is not the correct term, for the
individuals making them had no encourage-
ment in the advances they were making.

An OrposzTion MEMBER: Be honest.

The PREMIER : I will be perfectly honest.
My regret is that everybody is not honest.
Mr. Epwarps: Tell us who they were.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
get the information in due course.

My, CrayroN: Name the member
made the overtures.

The PREMIER: I did not say it was a
member. Hon. members are apparently
shaking under very considerable anxiety—
they cannot restrain themselves. What I
said was that quite recently suggestions were
made to me, and in the course of those
suggestions it was made clear to me that
offers were being made to “buy a member
of the Labour party. Therefore, I knew
before the end of last week that these offers
were beirz made, and the Opposition were
well awarc of them long before the hon.
member fer Dalby gave notice of the motion
which now is being debated. I was told
that it was going to be moved, and I was
told that a UGovernment member was to be
bought to support him. And that is what
the hon. member apparently knew on Friday,
when he was so hopeful of carrying this
motion.

Mr. Vowres: You were offered a job
yourself, were you not, at the same time?

The PREMIER: I was offered the job
of leading a majority of the members on
that side, together with other members who
were expected from this side, and I refused
to accept the job.

Mr. Vowrwrs: I rcfused to have anything
to do with you. (Government laughter.) I
turned you right down. -

The PREMIER: That is so.
told was that the hon.
the stumbling-blocks,

Mr. Vowres: I said I would have nothing
to do with it.

The PREMIER: That confirms what I
have been saying.

My. VoOWLEs:
interfering !

The PREMIER :
they approached me.

OrposITION MEMBERS : Name him !

The PREMIER:

who

What I was

member was one of

Outside people again—

The hon. member knows

I will name him, and I

will alio quote what he stated in his
approach to me. The first man who
approached me was Mr. Garbutt, president
of the Northern Country party, and the
second man who approached me was Mr.
Boyee, secretary of the Primary Producers’
Union.

Mr. Epwarps: Why did you not expose
them ?

The PREMIER: I am doing that now,

and I am taking the most effective way I
kvow, so that no other misguided mdwldual
will be induced to make such unwise
approaches in future.

Mr. Frercuer: This will do one good
thing. It will wipe out a lot of these people.
(Gmmnmnnf ]aurrhter )

The PREMITR: I do not bring this for-
ward for the sake of making any cheap
sensationalism out of it.
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Mr. VowLes: You are trying to connect

me with it.

The PREMIER: I am trying to connect
the organisations behind the Opposition
party with this motion of want of con-
fidence. There is a very clear connection
between the approach that was made to
members of the Labour party and the want
of confidence motion that has been launched
this afternoon,

Mr. J. H. C. Roser1s: You asked for it
on Thursday night. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: And you are asking for
it now, and you are getting it. (Government
lauvhter) I shall not quote the whole of the
verbatim report of the interview between
Mr. Garbutt and mysclf, but only the
relevant portions. If hon. members want
the whole, I will make it available to them.
Mr. Garbutt said—

‘1 have come to sce you again—-""

I mentioned that I had been approached
carlier by an authority of the Country party
organisation. ({Opposition interruption.)

Mr. Comsgr: He did not represent the
organisation.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will
listen to thlc, I will answer any questions at
the conclusion,

Mr. Corser: You should not say it was the
organisation.

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope hon.
members will allow the Premier to make his
speech.

The PREMIER :
“Mr. Garsurr: I have come to see
vou again to know if anything could be
done on the same sort of lines?

“The PREMIER: What are you sug-
gesting ?
“Mr. Gansurr: My suggestion is a

coalition between the moderate section

of your party and the bess section of our

party.”
(Government laughter.)

‘“The PREMIER:
mean?

““ Mr. GARBUTIT: The Country party.

“ The PREMIER: That party has shown
a great deal of antagonism and hostility
towards me. You say the better section?

“Mr, GARBUTT: Yes. When I say the
better section, T mecan thoae who are pre-
pared to do something.” (Government
laughter.) “ The hostility to you is only
one of the usual procedures of Parlia-
ment. I am down here now to see what
can ke done—to sec if we cannot arrange
something.

“ The PREMIER: Do you know what I
told you last year? A man has to be a
member of the Labour party or the anti-
Labour party. There is no between

What party do you

course.” (Government cheers.)

“Mr. Garsurr: Is there no moderate
course ?

““The PrEMIER: If I had to sever my
connection with the L'lbour party,

instead of the support of the ‘ Standard,’
which I now receive, I would be sup-
norted by a newspaper like the ¢ Courier.’
That is what it means, or what it
amounts to. What policy do you have
in mind for a moderate party of this

kind ?
Hon. E, G. Theodore.]
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¢ Mr. GARBUTT:
policy.

“The PreMiEr: That is a nebulous
kind of thing. You cannot define it.

“Mr., GArUTT: We would soon find
it if you were there.”

The Country party

{(Government laughter.) Mr. Garbutt is still
speaking—

“1 always fecl that if a man like you
were directing things on our side there
would be no doubt about the results. I
have a lot of influence in the North, and
I feel that the Nerth of Queensland
would be satisfied to let you direct things
on their behalf. I have a big business
to look after as well as political matters,
and I am not very much taken up with
the question of policy.”

[5 p.m.]

“The PrREMIER: You mean to suggest
that if I form a new party, I can formu-
late my own policy

““ Mr. GARBUTT : Yes. .

“The PrEmMIER: What about measures
to which strong objection has been taken
in the past?

“Mr. GarBuTT: I tell you candidly I
think the repudiation Act was a big mis-
take, I believe now that, provided some
satisfactory arrangement could be made
with regard to an extension of lease for
pastoralists——

¢ The PrEMIER : Some of the land will
be required for closer settlement, and in
those cases there will be no rencwals.

‘“ My, GarBUTT: You have to protect
markets. I think our party would be
prepared to consent to some arrangement
for an extension of leases or something
to that effect, although I tell you candidly
I think the Act was a breach of contract.
If a man went to the Northern Territory
and took up land at 10s. 6d. a mile on a
forty-years’ lease under the same condi-
tions as we originally took up land here,
and if that land became valuable, would
you be justified in—m

“The PrEMIER: The circumstances are
not analogous. They would have taken
up their leases without any limitation.

““ Mr. GarsuTT: I have been told that
the extremists of your party are going to
defeat you. We have received good infor-
mation to the effect that certain members
of your party are going to defeat you
and send you to the country on the ques-
tion of the reductions.

““ The PREMIER : You see what has to be
considered. Your suggestion is that I
should form a new party and outline a
new policy on the assumption that I
would get the support of certain members
of the Opposition Country party. What
assurance is there that I should get the
support of men on that side? What
assurance have I that they would consider
it?

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : None at all.

The PREMIER: The conversation pro-

ceeds—

¢ My, GARBUTT: It appears to me that
if you have to face the country under
existing conditions—the Country party
with their own electorates, and the Nation-
alists with other electorates, and the
Labour party fighting all the electorates,

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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and somo of the members of that party
fighting you—we have to have a coalition
whereby those of your moderate section
would be prepared to follow you with
certain members of tne Country party.

“ The PremMigr: Do you think members
of the Country party would?

“Mr., Garsurr: I was
whether you would?

“ The Previzr: How do you know they
would? I mentioned in Parliament some
time ago that during the last year or so
I have had half a dozen approaches made
to me from one quarter and another.

“ Mr. GarsUTT: Qur trouble is with
our organisation or our parliamentary
party we cannot guarantee anything,
although I think certain things would
happen. If a crisis came, I think they
would do it.”

Mr. ComrsEr: That is your trouble.

The PREMIER : Mr. Garbutt is speaking.

wondering

He says—

7 can speak on behalf of our two men
in the North. -They would be only too
glad.”

(Loud Government laughter.)

Mr. GREEN : Did you believe that?

The PREMIER : This is how I replied—

“ 71 have given a lot of consideration,
both as Premier and as leader of the
Labour party, to our policy and how it is
to be shaped, but I have never considered
for a moment the question of severing my
connection with the Labour party. I do
not think a man is justified in making his
own position secure in the event of }115
party being faced with a crisis. I think
the Best plan is for a man to go out of
office rather than make himself more
established there at the expense of his
party. . )

«If any mistale has been made in the
T.abour party policy and administration,
I am just as much culpable as others.
have had to shape that policy without
being subject to any outside tyranny or
anything of that kind. Any allegation
of that kind is fictitious. In the circum-
stances I do not see that there 1s any
proposition that I can consider for a
moment in this regard.”

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The conversation pro-

ceeded—

“ Mr. Garsurr: There are eight men
in your party who are prepared to defeat
you. They say they are prepared to send
you to the country on the question of the
reduction of wages, and they will be
prepared to do it on Thursday or Friday
next.

« The PREMIER : The members of a party
cannot be expected to see eye o eye on
all questions. So far the Labour party
has remained quite solid, and I have no
doubt that that solidity will not be
broken up.”’

CovERNMENT MruuBERs: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER : Mr. Garbutt then said—

« Perhaps we can wait and see Wwhat

takes place in the next few days.”
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Ah!
Mr. Mcoraan: Who took that note?

The PREMIER : A stenographer took these
Whether Mr. Garbutt intended that
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conversation to be confidential, I do not know;
but he did not ask that it be considered
private or confidential.

Mr. Vowres: He had no authority from
me to make it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
explain that himself; I do not know anything
about that. Two days after that Mr. Boyce,
who is one of the authoritative party managers
of the Country party cutside Parliament, came
to see me on practically the same subject. 1
will quobe extracts from the conversation
which took place with Mr. Boyce on Thurs-
day last, the 10th instant—

“ Mr, Boyce said Mr. Brennan had been
dissatisfied, and arrangements had been
made to secure his vote on the want of
confidence motion.”

{Government laughter.)

“ The Preyier: How were they secur-
ing his vote?

“ Mr. BovcE: By making it worth his
while.””

GOVERNMENT MrumBERS: Ah!

The PREMIER : 1t proceeds—
“The Premizr: The Opposition par-
ties?
“ Mr. Bovcr:
Parliament.”

An OppostTiON MEMBER: There you are,

The PREMIER : I then said—
“ Who would it be—the graziers?
“Mr. Bovce: He did not know any-

thing except what was told to him by Mr.
Garbutt.”’

GOVERNMENT MEmMBERS: Ah!

The PREMIER: I replied—

“It is incredible that anyone would
offer to bribe a member of Parliament, or
that any member would accept a bribe.

“ Mr. Boves: Make no mistake—they
were prepared to pay a large sum-—as
much as £5,000. It had been whispered
that the Premier was going over to the
Country party.”

That is why he came to see me, I suppose.
Then the conversation went on—

“The PremMiEr: He had already been
approached, and he had put it to one or
two of those who had sounded him in this
way—If he were to come out and say it
was necessary to form a new party, what
would he be expected to do? Throw over
the policy he had been advocating? The
Pastoral Rents Act had caused a good
deal of criticism.

““ Mr. Bovce: He was at a meeting when
a resolution was asked to be put through
that it would be the first plank in the
policy of the Country party that this Act
should be repealed, and immediately one
with sufficient knowledge said, ¢ What did
they propose to do? Were they going to
pay back the money? Where were they
going to get the money?’ The general
impression then was, it was wrong to
repeal it; they could not do it. Besides,
the Country party had now begun to
realise that the men who were hit were a
small number of men.”

Mr. J. JonES: Wrong,

The PREMIER: I remarked, then—
‘“ At one time the politics of this
country were under the control of the

someone outside

No,

[15 Avgust.]

Want of Confidence Motion. 671

squatter class. For many years the Assem-
bly was under the domination of that
class; for many years after that domina-
tion ceased in the Assembly it continued
in the Council.

“Mr. Boves: There was a feeling
amongst a lot of graziers that these
fellows were cajoled.”

Thpn the conversation went on. If hon.
members are interested, I am quite willing to
read the whole thing.

Oprosirron MEMBERS: Ves, read it.

The PREMIER:

have had encugh.
 Mr. Moorg: You have cleared the Opposi-
tlon,

The PREMIER: Whatever responsibility
rests upon the shoulders of the Opposition for
the attempt to bribs members of Parliament,
at any rate

OprosrTioN Mewmsers: Nope.

The PREMIER: Their organisations and
party managers have been ‘““in the know”
i regard to the thing; and they have heen
sharing that knowledge themselves,

Orposrion MemBsERS : No.

Mr. Vowres: You have been “in the
know.”

The PREMIER: I have been, because the
police have been attempting to catch these
people who are the archpriests of corruption
and bribery.

Government Meusers: Hear, hear!

Mr. Morean: Why did you not have
Garbutt arrested, if you say he is responsible?

The PREMIER: I did not say he was
responsible. I say he knew. -1 have only Mr.
Boyce’s authority for that. Mr. Boyce, in his
interview with me, said that he was told by
Mr. Garbutt. 1 am not saying that Mr.
Garbutt had anything to do with it. But I
know that someone had something to do with
it beyond those who were carrying round the
notes and bonds in their pockets.

Mr. Vowres: Did not the hon. member for
Toowoomba give a public demonstration of
it _here on Friday, and defy your * whip ™7
Did we not all see it?

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
explain why it is that his want of confidence
motion came at the psycholegical moment
when it was expected by these people who
were offering bribes, and why it is he said
at Ascot on Saturday——

Mr. Vowres: That I understood Brennan
was coming over. (Government laughter and
interruption.)

The PREMIER: The hon. member now
admits 1. The hon. member will have quite
sufficient explaining to do in the next few
weeks. The hon. member moves a want of
confidence motion. What does he expect the
Government to do? Resign? To make way
for whom? A party without principle, with-
out a policy—members of whose organisation
go round with thousands of pounds in their
pockets offering to bribe individuals—to cor-
rupt members; attempting to drag down
politics in Queensland into the mire and the
gutter? So far as the Government are con-
cerned, they will resist it. We have every
justification for so doing. Whilst we are able
to command a majority in this House, even if
it is only on the casting vote of the Speaker,
we shall remain here to keep out of office a

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]

I think hon. members
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party who, at the behest o{ boodlers outside,
are doing their best to corrupt the pubho
iife of this State.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Owxley): Speaking
for myself and, I think, most hon. members
on this side of the House, I am very delighted
that this incident has been exposed in the
manner in which it has been. I make the
statement, and the leader of the Opposition
will certainly support- me, that we know
absolutely nothing about those negotiations.
{Loud Government laughter.)

Couxtry Mewsers: Hear, hear!

Mr. BELPHINSTONE : We are not a party
to corruption of any sort. The basis on
which we fight our battles against the forces
of communism-—({loud Government langhter)
—i8 upon principles, and not on corruption.
There has been a good desl of simmering in
this House for the past few weeks, and T is
a pleasure to me, and to most hon. members
here, that an opportumty is given us to state
our_ position fearlessly and frankly. The
position is that we are not a party in any
shape or form to any motive, bribe, or
enticement which may be advanced to break
hon. members opposite from their so-called
allegiance. It is remarkable that hon. gentle-
men opposite should be coquetting with the
forces opposed to Labour, showing that they
are tottering, at any rate or that there are
" symptoms that their punuples or their faith
in the principles of Labour, have been
weakening of late. If they had the couyrage,
they would do as the hon. member for
Normanby did. (Loud Government laughter.)
They should act on principle and upon con-
viction, and walk across to this side of the
House without the offer of any bribe.
{Renewed Government laughter.) I am
ashamed of hon. members opposite. I say
that nothing but honest motives can be
attributed to the hon. member for Normanby
in coming across to this side of the House.

Mr. Kmwg: They would not say it outside

Mr. Prrerson: I challenge the Premier to
resign and contest Normanby with me.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: This is a serious
matter, and should not be treated with levity.
Glad as I and hon, members on this side
of the House were to hear the exposure by
the Premier, T do appeal to the hon. gentle-
men opposite not to associate a man like the
hon member for Normanby with anything
eise but proper motives and proper prin-
ciples when he crossed to this side of the
House. The whole point is that we have
been worked up into a state of more or less
anxiety concerning the welfare of this
country.

The PremMiER: You have.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We are dealing
with a body of hon. gentlemen who do not
seem to understand the etiquette of parlia-
mentary procedure, and do mnot seem to
understand, when it comes to a matber of
holding office by the casting vote of the
Speaker or the Chairman of Committees,
that it raises resentment in people’s minds
instead of inculcating the right idea of
government. It raises a feehng of resent-
ment; it takes men, perhaps, away from
their calmness and judgment; but, in spite
of all the epithets that have been thrown
across the Chamber during the last few
weeks, T can assert that I am satisfied that
there is not & man on this side of the House
who was directly or indirectly connected
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with the overtures which were made to the
hon. member for Toowoomba, as the Premier
wishes the people to believe.

The Premigr: How did you
about it?

My, ELPHINSTONE : That will no doubt
be exposed in the proceedings that we shall
hear about later on.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : This episode is not
going to divert the Opposition from their
course. That is to attack the Government,
simply because we believe that they have
lost the confidence of the people, and the
manner in which they grasp at this straw—

The PremiEr: ‘° Straw”? (Government
laughter.)

Mr. BELPHINSTONE: The Government
for the past five or six years have been revel-
ling in ‘“ Golden Caskets” and ¢ Liberty
Fairs” to get funds to keep their organisa-
tions going; and the pity is that they have
become so hardened that hon. members
oppositc are now treating this matter, nob
as an insult to Parliament, but rather as
a party advantage. I have prepaled a case
of “ No conhidence” in this Governement, and
I am going forward with it, and will not be
influenced mn the slightest by what has taken
place, glad as 1 believe hon. members on
this side of the House are that the time bas
come when those who bring the whele Oppeo-
sition into a certain amount of disrepute, as
has been done in past years, shall be exposed,
and we can go on our course without
diverting from it because of any party
organisation outside, with the full conviction
that we have right on cur side and the people
of the country are behind us. (Government
laughter.)

Mr, StoerorD: How did they get you?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : What does the hon.
member for Mount Morgan mean by that?

Mr. SroprorD: You twisted from the
Nationalist party to the Country party.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: I twisted, as the
hon. member calls it, purely on a matbter of
principle, just as hon. members opposite are
twisting to-day. They are twisting from the
principles of communism to the prmclples of
primary production, because they see in the
primary producer an opportunity of securing -
a new lease of life. Let the hon. gentleman
look after himself; I am quite prepared to
look after mysdf There are ways and
means for people expressing their confidence
or otherwise in me when the right oppor-
tunity comes. I am going to present my case
as a member of the Country party as to why
it is the Government have lost the confidence
of the people.

It has been remarkable to hear the pro-
testations of the Premier and his followers,
and to hear them state that they can see no
reason and no evidence that the people of
Queensland have lost confidence in them.
The man who in the past has been reputed
to have travelled the longest distance with-
cut noticing anything was Jonah, when he
was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly; but hon., gentiemen opposite ~have
travelled Queensland at the expense of the
country for the past nine or twelve months,
and still they state that they have seen no
evidence of lack of confidence in them. I
hand the palm hitherto borne by Jonah to
the Premier and his supporters.  What do
they care about public confidence? What
has it go to do with them? Mow are they

know all
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<concerned in the matter of whether the
oublic has confidence in them or not so long
as they can retain the riches of office, which
we have seen exposed in this House during
the past few weeks? Riches, the extent of
which they are not prepared to proclaim and
take the public into their confidence about;
but, so long as they have an opportunity of
making themselves richer at the expense of
the country, then so long will these hon.
gentlemen hang on to office entirely regard-
less of whether they retain the confidence of
the people or not. 1 am sorry to leep harp-
ing upon the point, but I consider it to be
a matter which demands that we should con-
tinually refer to it, and that is the fact of
the Government hanging on to office by the
casting vote of the Speaker or the Chairman
of Committees. It simply means the Govern-
ment are sacrificing the hon. member for
Maree in their desire to retain office.
(Governmens laughter.) The hon. member
for Maree is going to lose his seat by reason
of the invidious position that the CGovern-
ment are placing him in. (Renewed Govern
ment laughter.) I do not bklame the hon.
member for Marce, but I blame hon. mem-
bers opposite, who are making a tool of him
in order to keep their positions warm. Hon.
members opposite always remind me of that
fertile fruit, the pomegranate, by reason of
their fertility of Imagination in gulling the
public. They are perpetually putting sugar-
coated pills before the people to attract them,
and in an endeavour to bring them once more
into their meshes.

_ Glancing at the Financial Statement, which
is nothing else but a piece of propaganda
work, we have some eleven different elee-
tioneering items referred to thercin, and
I intend briefly to refer to these to show
how the main issues are cntirely and
absolutely  disregarded, and that these
gentlemen are once more putting their
sale attractions in the window with a
view to enlisting further support from the
electors at a genceral election shortly to take
place. We une a reference made to land
scttlement in the Burnett, in the Dawson
Valley, and in the Palmerston and Capella
districts. We sce a reference made to the
appointment of an ‘irrigation expert—no
reference made, by the way, to their irriga-
tion white elephant which (inds its home in
the ares represented by the hon. member
for Bowen. No reference is made to that,
but we have some further sugar-coated pills
trotted out—mew irrvigation areas and the
appolntment of an irrigation expert, which
is going to be a further expense to Queens.
land. We see a reference to the submitting
of schemes to Parliament in regard to these
measures, and we sec further the inspection
of new wheat areas, with a view to having
larger areas under cultivation in that regard.
We see reference to the immeasurable benefit
of the Council of Agriculture; we see cotton-
growing paraded before the people; we see
new sugar mills; and new Royal Commis-
sions to inquire into the benefits or otherwisce
of these ventures. We see land tax exemp-
tions promised, which, according %o the
Premier’s own speech, will only mean a saving
of something like £8,000 to the farmers,
which really is largely negatived by the fact
that whatever they will save in land tax
they will pay in the shape of income tax,
inasmuch as they will not be able to deduct
their land tax payments from their income
tax payments. We see a further reference
made to a vigorous railway extension policy
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and also an increased main roads appropria-
tion—which, no doubt, are going to be used
to bolster up the positions of many hon.
members opposite, and we see a rcvival of
the Workers’ Homes Act, an enactment
which has been on the statute-book for some
vears without anything being done in regard
thereto.  But now, 1mmediately prior to
an election, it is again paraded, no doubt
with a view to providing the propaganda
which these gentlemen will make use of in
a few wecks or menths’ time. Yet, over-
shadowing all this propaganda, overshadow-
ing all  these sugar-coated pills—these
blandishments which are put before the
people—is this undeniable fact—that unem-
ployment and discontent are rife; industries
are languishing, and a deficit of £576,000 is
cstimated in spite of cutting things to the
bone, as the Premier points out. All these
things are the real crux of the situation.
All these blandishments are all right, but
we have to get down to the bone, as the
Premier says, and, if we do that, we notice
a lack of confidence, languishing industries,

unemployment, and relief given out by
thousands of pounds.
These are the real tests .of the situation

and are reliable, having had seven years
of Labour government to disclose them-
gselves. These hon. members opposite at
every election put forward some new bait.
T remember well in 1918 the great attraction
which was then put before the people was
cheap meat. In 1920 the great attraction was
interference with self-governing rights in
Queensland, knowing perfectly well it was
2l “fake” and absolutely untrue. Yet it
answered their purpose, because it tickled
the imaginations of those thoughtless people
who for seven years have been relying on
hon. members opposite to protect their
interests and look after their prosperity.
No doubt to-day we are goitg to have an
clection based on these little blandishments
which appear in the Financial Statement, in
the hope that the supposed disunitsd forces
of the Opposition will give them the oppor-
tunity which they are going to grasp. But
let mec assure them that they are going to
be sadly deceived. The expcsure which
was made this afternoon, cvidently in the
hope that it is going to make our position
worse, is going to make our position better,
because it has given us an opportunity of
secing exactly what it is that is helping to
cripple the forces of the Nationalist and
Country parties, and we can now go forth to
the public knowing exactly what the posi-
tion is,

I remember just before the advent of the
Labour Government that the Premier and
the late Treasurer issued a manifesto which,
at the present day, makes very humorous
reading, It dealt with a great deal of the
activities during seven years of a Liberal
Government, As I am firmly convineed that
we are within striking distance of another
election, it is fit and proper to put before
the people a comparison between seven years
of Labour government and seven years of
Yiberal government to let the people see the
two things side by side. We had the Premier’s
document published in 1915, and now let us
have the sequel; and it seems to me in
this regard that the Labour party would be
doing a good service to the community gener-
allx if they published scquels to those various
publications which they have issued during
their term. such as ¢ Socialism at Work.”
Let them publish results to let the people
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sce what “ Socialism at Work” has pro-
duced, and let them see the baneful influ-
ence of soclalism and communism as
preached and practised by hon. gentlemen
opposite. In spite of the fact that figures
are always dry matters to deal with, I intend
to give a comparison showing the figures
in connection with the State finances—the
figures for 1915, the last year of the Liberal
Government, and the figures for 1922, In
1915, the pubhc debt of Queensland  was
£54,065 000, In 1922, according to the
Financial Tables, the pubhc debt of Queens-
land is £85,691,000—an increase of £31,625,000
in seven years. Yet hon. gentlemen oppo-
site are those who condemned public bor-
rowing, while their record shows that in
seven years the public debt has been
increased by considerably over 50 per cent.
The interest on the public debt—which is
beginning to strangle the life of Qucensland
—in 1915 amounted to £1,975,000. To-day
that interest amounts to :85 286,000—an
increase of £1,811,000 in such a ‘shmt period
as seven years. It took from f{ifty to sixty
years to build up an interest on the public
debt amounting to £1,975,000, while in a
short seven years it has been increased by
the spendthrifts opposite to £3,286,000. A
mest  important point in regard to this
interest—a point which we must lay stress
upon—is this: Interest on most of our public
debt should be derived from that industry
in which the money is invested, and not be
a drain on the revenucs of the State. Ia
1915 the interest chargeable to revenue was
only £267,000. The interest chargeable to
revenue in 1922 was £2,238,000-—an increase
of £1,971,000. 3.72 per cent. of our revenuc
went to pay interest on the public debt in
1915, white in 1922 18.18 per cent. of our
revenue goe: to pay interest on the public
debt. Just summarise the position. fTn
seven years of Liberal government, ending
with the year 1915, the total sum in interest
which was chargeable to revenue was
£2.789,000, while for the scven years ending
30th June, 1922, the amount of interest which
has been chargeable to revenue under the
administration of hon. members opposite has
been £11,410,000—an inerease of £8,621,000.

Yet these gentlemen say that Queensland
is prosperous. They wonder what it is that
is strangling industry in Queensland to-day

and producing so much unem-

[6.30 p.m.] ployment. In 1915 the revenue

of the Liberal Government was
£7.202.000. The revenue in 1922 was
£12,311,000, or ar increase of £5,109,600 in
revenue in the short period of seven years.
The expenditure in 1915 was £7,199,000, and
in  1922—the year just closed—it  was
£12,489,000. or an increase of £5,300,000.
The expenditure per head in 1915 was £10
12s. 9d., and the expenditure in 1922 £16 4s.
8d, or an increase of £5 11s. 11d. per head
of population since this Government came
into power. These figures are dry, but they
are the life-blood of our plosperxty in
Queensland, and it behoves the people of
Qucensland to study these figures, because
in them lies the real crux of the situation.
The stagnation, lack of enterprise,: our
dwindling industries, and our unemployment,
are all accountod for by these figures, which
disclose the true situation, just as our house
bills at the end of the week disclose our
situation from a domestic point of view.
The expenditure—and here is a staggerer
in the comparison—in the last seven years
of Liberal administration amounted to

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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£41,684,000, 3e!3 the expenditure under the
Govelnment of hon. gentlemen opposite for
the seven years cnded 30th June, 1922, was
£70,652,000. In seven years those _ hon.
gentlemen have spent £39,000,000 more than
did the Liberal Government in the seven
years prior to that period. The taxation
in 1815 produced £954,000, while in 1922 it
produced £3,420,000, an 'lstomshmg increase
of £2,466,000. ‘The taxation per head in
1915 was £1 8s. 2d., and to-day it is £4 15s.
10d., an increase of £2 7s. 8d. What does
the hon. member for Bowen say about this?

. Corring: The taxation is paid by the
wea,lthy.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: All T can say is
that the hon. member is not cognisant of the
opinions of those he represents, because there
are many of them earning £300 or 2400 a
year who realise the excessive taxation which
thev are called upon to pay—and even those
in receipt of lcws than that are complaining
of the stagnation which has been produced
by hizh taxation. Here iz another compari-
son. The revenue provided by income taxa-
tion in the seven years of Liberal Government
was £2,710,000, or less than the present Go-
vernment  abs meted from the people last
vear alone. The amount which the prevent
(Jowmmcnt have drawn from the people in

v last seven years in the form of Tand and
ncomo taxation is £13,786,000, or an increass
of £11,026,000 over the ‘taxation of the Liberal
Government, These arc staggering figures,
and the man who cares to sit down and study
them will understand what arc the grounds
for the lack of confidence in the Government
who have %quandemd money in the manner
in which they have done and brought about
the present state of industrial stagnaf on.

The railway income in 1815 was £3,792,000,
and in 1922 it rose to £5,125,000, an increase
of £1,333,000. The railway expenditure, how-
ever, in 1915 was £2,410,000. In 1922 it had
inereased to £4,808.000. The railway expen-
diture increased in that seven-year period by
£2,398.000, as against an increase of revenue
of £1,333.000. The neb roturn on the rail-
ways in 1915 was #£1,379,000—and I would
remind hon. members opposite that it is
only br the net return that you are able
to judge whether the railways are being
run economically, ecfficiently, or otherwise—
whereas the net return on railways in 1922
was only £314,000. a decrcase compared with
the last year of the Liber a,l administration
of £1.065,600. The net returns for the last
seven years of the Liberal administration
were £7.873.000, and the net returns for the
last seven vears of Labour government have
been £3,917,000—exactly one-half~—showing a
decrease of £3.956.000. The railway charges
on counsolidated revenue for the last five years
of the Liberal administration were only
£103,000, but the railway charges on consoli-
dated revenue for the last five years of Labour
administration were £7,186,000, an increase
of £7,083,000 as compared with five years of
the Liberal administration.

Mr. CoLLins: Quote the wages for the last
seven years. .

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Just to put on
record a comparison vxth regard to the net
earnings of the railways, 1 will quote the
Jast five years of the Liberal administration
as compared with the last five years of the
Lakour administration. The Liberal five
vears were £3 18s. 10d.; £3 9. 11d.; £3
6d.; £3 11s. 9d.; and £3 13s. 9d.—an

excellent return, showing proper administra-
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tion and efficiency. Compare it with the
net returns for the last five years of the
Labour administration, which works out at
£1 8s. 10d.; 13s. 1d.; £1 6s. 10d.; 11s. 11d.;
and 13s.

I want to call attention to Government
relief, which is a true reflex of the pros-
perity of the country. In the year 1915, the
sum of £5,870 was distributed in Govern-
ment relief, in comparison with which last
year this Government distributed £177,000.
In the last seven years of the Liberal
administration there was distributed in
relief £37,000, and in the soven years cf the
Labour administration the amount was
£487,000. Yet hon. members opposite say
that they cannot see any indication of stag-
nation and lack of prosperity. Those figures,
if studied in a cold-blooded manner, dis-
close a situation which, in my opinion, is
becoming intolerable. In spite of all this,
there is forecast in the Financial Statement
o further great expenditure on railways.
An expenditure of money which is costing
us 6 per cent. and only producing 13s. per
cent.,, doe: not matter to hon. gentlemen
opposite. Posterity is going to pay for that.
The taxpayer is called upon to pay the
difference between 13s. per cent., the earning
power, and G per cent., the interest on the
money borrowed. Hon. members opposite
have no regard for that. That is going to
be added in future years to the burdens
which are going to be imposed on the tax-
paver. Hon. members opposite seem to be
blind to the position that the effect on the
taxpayer is reflected on the man in the
street—an  argument which we continnally
stress, and of which there are perpetual
evidences, but which hon. members opposite
fail to appreciate by reascn of their blunted
perceptions, or because it dees not sait them
to acknowledge the fact.

The hon. member for Bowen is in the
House. I can give an excellent illustration
of what railway construction means under
the direction of the hon. member for Bowen.
We have the Bowen Coalficld line, and 1 will
give the cstimate of the cost of that line in
1915 and the actual cost in 1622.

Mr. CorLixs: Don’t forget that wages
have nearly doubled.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : The estimated cost
of the Bowen coalfield line in 1915 was
£392,000, and the actual cost of the line,
according to the reply given to my question
by the Secrotary for Railways the other day,
was £604,000. That shows what reliance can
be placed on the Estimates of cost of railway
construction given by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site.  In explanation of the extraordinary
increase, the Secretary for Railwavs pointed
out that the railway was 4 miles longer than
was originally intended. It appears the rail-
way was increased from 42 miles to 46
miles, and that resulted apparently in an
increased expenditure of £200,000.

Mr. Coruiss: The wages were nearly
doubled.
Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: The taxpayers

have to meet the accrued interest on this
extra cost, and now we have the Government
putting on more railways simply because an
election 1s approaching. We¢ know the
methods they adopt to bolster up their totter-
ing cause in many electorates. They discover
that there is a section of railway required to
be built in a certain electorate, and therefore
they transplant 200, or perhaps 500, railway
workers, and they keep them there for a

[15 Avcusz.]

Want of Confidence Motion. 675

month until they are able to get on the roll,
and everything in the garden is sweet.
Mr. CoLLiNg: You are quite dramatic.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: How can a man
help being dramatic when he is up against
impossibilities like the hon. member for
Bowen? You ought to see the hon. member
on his soap-box in Bowen, and you will see
who is dramatic, especially when he rants
and raves and waves his arms about. (Oppo-
sition laughter.) If Benson, of Shakespeare
fame, wants g reeruit, I refer him to the hon.
member for Bowen. (Opposition laughter.)
Evidently hon. members opposite are not at
all pleased with the things I am disclosing.

Reference has alrcady been made to the
two American loans which were recently
negotiated by the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia.  The first was @ 12,000,000 dollar
loan for twenty years, supposedly bearing
interest at £5 12s, 10d. per cent. The second
loan was for 10,000,000 dollars for twenty-
five years, at a supposed interest of £5 17s. 5d.
per cent. The leadsr of the Opposition, when
touching upon this matter during his speech
this afternoon, called attention to the fact
that that may be the paper interest which is.
supposed to be paid for these loans. If hon.
members opposite were in any way experi-
enced in [nancing, they would know that
in the payment of interest the rate would
be quite different. Instead of the rate
of iutcrest being £5 17s. 5d. per cent., it
would approximate to something like 7 per
cent.  The intercst has got to be paid in
dollars in New York, so that in converting
it from the pound sterling into dollars there
will be a greai increase in the rate of
interest that has to be paid. There is no
doubt that there has been a considerable
increase in the value of the pound steriing,
but it still stands as low as 4.45 dollars as com-
pared with the standard of 4.866. That means
thas, if the loan were converted now, 1t would
cost approximately 42 cents in every pound
sterling to convert it into dollars. The leader
of the Opposition was sound in his argument,
but the Premier very cleverly side-tracked it.
Until the pound sterling is worth the
standard value of dollars, 4.866, the rates of
interest which the Premier mentioned in his
Iinancial Statement are misleading, because
the actual interest which we are paying for
the American loans is far in excess of those
figures. The hon. gentleman featured the pro-
fits-of conversion in his Financial Statement,
which he pointed out totalled £714,809. Tt is
impossible to say what are the ultimate profits
of conversion, as 1t will depend entirely on the
rate of exchange which prevails when we
come to repay these loans. The Premier, in
his argument, takes it for granted that the
value of the pound sterling is going to be
dollars 4.866 when these loans have to be
redcemed. There is nothing to justify that
statement. I wish to point out that, if these
loans were converted to-day, if we were
called upon to convert them ut the present
rate of exchange, it would mean that it
would cost us £425,000 to do so in excess of
the amount sterling which we borrowed.
Therefore, the assumed profit of £714.808
has to be reduced by that amoun$, which
reallr means a profit of scmething like
£288,000. That is all speculation.

Hon. W. ForeAN SMITH: Your argument is
Jargely a speculative one.

Mr. BELPHINSTONE: Possibly the hon.
member does not understand it. If the hon.
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gentleman follows my figures in * Hansard,”
he will get a better Concept.on of what I
want to convey. I am pointing out that the
assumed profit of £714,000 will be reduced
to £289,000—that is, if we have to convert
the loan at to-day’s rate of exchange.

Mr., WixstaNtey: There are too many
“ifs” in connection with if.

Mr. LLPHINSTONE: There are a great
muny “ifs’’ in connection with the Labour
party. It is gunite possible that the dollar
in America will be very much dearer when
Queensland has to convert the loan than it is
to-day.

Mzr. WINSTANLEY :
much cheaper.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If that is the case,
and the Government are hoping that it will
be very much cheaper, I contend that, when
you are dealing with State finances, you
should not enter into a speculative market of
that description, because you are handing
down to posterity the effects of a speculation
which they will have to pay. You will not be
here another year, let alone in twenty-five
years.,

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Neither will you.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. member
for Kennedy will occupy the scat now occu-
pied by the hon. member for Queenton when
we meet here next year. The Premier
expressed the plous hope that the financial
transactions with America were going to lead
to the opening of markets for our exports.
I say that the Awmervican is a gentleman who
does not deal with sentiment. He deals in
pounds, shillings, and pence only. We can
see an illustration of their sentiment by the
fact that there are some Australians and
Queenslanders shifted to an island off the
American coast waiting for permission from
the American Government to enter that
golden land. Thirty or forty Queenslanders
1s the maximum numbm allowed to go into
the TUnited States in the course of the
vear, so that, if this Government ave trad-
ing on a sentimental basis, they have no
ides of what they are dealing with. When
they ave dealing with America in the matter
of loans, there 1s no sentiment attached to it.
Tt is no use saying that we are a child
State of the Mother Country. It is all a
m‘xttm of what we are going to be charged

when we are dealing with the United Stafes.
I do not say that in a disparaging manner,
but, when the time comes, if the Gov ernment
in power are %ubjectod to harsh terms, they
will know that the Opposition of to- day
warned the Government in regard to the two
loans. It is a great pity that the Australian
States, and Queensland in particular, and
also the Premier—who seems to have the
hest grip of financial matters of hon. mem-
bers oppositowdo not recogunise that Great
Britain 1s Queensland’s best customer. You
have to make the money available in Great
Britain to meet your obligations there, and
also to meet your interest bill. If you are
going to transmit your moneys to Ameuc‘l it
leplv means that it is going to add a
further burden to commerce by reason of the
charge which exchange cntails. All these
point: seem to be forgotten.

T want to say this also—and it is a fact
which hon. members opposite probably do
not know—that under the Income Tax Act in
America the American manufacturer or
exporter does not pay income tax on the
profits he makes on goods which he exports,
with the recult that he can put any price

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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he likes on the commodities which he sends
to Australia, and, therefore, he can_ defeat
any price- ﬁxmg commissioner you like to
name, because he can produce evidence that
that is his price in the United States of
America. If the American had to pay
income tax on the profits he made on his
exports, we would have very much cheaper
articles from America than we have to-day;
but America, with the object of building up
her export trade, exempts all such profits
from taxation. These are facts which, if
we are going to trade with America and Took
to America to take the place of the old
country—which, to my mind, would be a
disaster—hon. members opposite have to
regard.

Mr. CoLLINS:
sentiment ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I am dealing with
a matter which, probably, the hon, member
does not understand, because it is not to
be found in Karl Marx, although it is to
be found in true economics, and, moreover,
we are upon earth and not in that heaven
which the hon. member for Bowen is build-
ing up for himself, and to which he wants
us all to follow him. To show how prodigal
we arce of our interest, let me refer to the
fact that debentures worth £755,000, which
fell due for redemption last year, have been
renewed at a price of £98 and an interest
of 6% per cent.,, although within a few
months certain other States of the Common-
wealth borrowed money at 44 per cent. We
are satisfied to pay 64 per cent. and renew
them at an issuc price of £88, against a
redemption at par.

Passing to another point in the Financial
Statement on which 1 lay stress, because it
is a true index of the position and of the
methods of hon. members opposite, we find
that at last they are waking up to the fact
that to get production and in order to get
quality we have to pay by vesults. That is
a point which I have continually emphasised
from this side of the House. Now we see
from the Premier’s reference to the cotton
position in Queensland that, after the pre-
sent guarantee expires, the cotton-grower is
going to be paid only on the basis of
quality., That 1s exactly what we have been
arguing all through the piece. It has been
one of the fur‘darnont’xl causes of the stag-
nation which exists to-day that hon, members
opposite stand for a policy which gives a
man payment, independent of guality and
irrespective of results. Yet, when it comes
to a question of applying the principle to
the payment of the primary producer, who
is their supposed new-found friend, they
arc going to pay him only by results, whilst
those persons who live upon him in the cities
—the workers in whose interests they propose
to legislate—are paid independent of results
altogether, whether they bhe lcafers or
“orkers whether they produce the requisite
quantltx or not. In the case of the primary
producer, the gentleman in vwhom the
Premier hes suddenly found an interest,
unless the quality is “there he js going to
et recmoed prices for his cotton. I hope
the primary producer will study that point
and observe the differentiation which the
Premier and his party are making. I say
the Premier because he is the party in these
days, he is the only man in it. I wish the
primary producer to notice that he is to be
paid only by results, whilst the industrialist
is remunerated 1ndnpcndont of reemlts—a very
enlightening side view of Trades Hall control.

Trying to work in a little
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1 ocannot let this opportunity pass by
without making some reference to the fact
that Mr. Dan Jones, who has been battling
for the cotton industry ever since I remember
Queensland, who has been fighting a lone
hand in season and out of season in insisting
on the possibilities of cotton-growing in
Quecensland, is allowed to leave the State—
as he did_on Saturday—probably to find a
home in Western Australia amongst more
sympathetic people. In my opinion the
greatest amount of praise should be bestowed
upon him for having unfalteringly fought the
battle in the past and brought cotton-
growing to its present state of popularity.
It is all very well to dance attendance on
our new-found friends and say what good
fellows they are, particularly when they are
here on a purely business basis, but the man
who has plodded a lonely road year in and
year out, without any remuneration—and
probably looking for none—is allowed to
leave to find a home amongst people who will
extend the hand of friendship to him.

Mr. Coruins: He told me he would be
away only four months.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: When you have a
conversation with him——

Mr., Corrins: I did have a conversation
with him so late at last Friday.

Mr. ELPHINSTONLE: Perhaps he does
not treat the hon. member with the same
confidence which he extends to others. The
fact remains that, when we need to concen-
trate all our attentions on a new-found
opportunity to reinstate ourselves financially,
it 1s a criminal blunder to allow a man like
Mr., Dan Jones to leave this State, when
there are so many who think highly of him,
and when he has given so liberally of his
energies and capabilities to Queensland.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There is another
matter—in respect of the State Advances
Corporation—to which I want to direct atten-
tion. It is the fact that, although hundreds
and thousands of scttlers have been looking
for financial assistance to tide them over
the difficulties which have beset them during
the last few years, difficulties which the
Premier has never taken in hand but always
neglected till a month or so ago, all we
could rake up in advances to secttlers last
year was £282,000, whereas we gave £232,000
for workers’ dwellings, principally in Bris-
bane. I do not wish to deny to the workers
the privileges of the Workers’ Dwellings Act,
which was one of the best Acts put upon
the statute-book by the late Liberal Govern-
ment; but a comparison between those two
amounts is significant and leads us inevitably
to the conclusion that last year, and in all
previous years, the welfare of the man on
the land was hopelessly neglected by this
Government. Now, of course, he is to be
better looked after because“an election is
looming. So the Premier is going to talk
pumpkins and forget all about industrialism,
although how he 1s going to reconcile com-
munism with pumpkins I am * blowed” if I
know. No doubt, with all his cuteness and
his chameleon-like character, he will be able
to reconcile things which to me seem impos-
sible of reconciliation.

I pass on to a figure appearing under the
heading of ‘ Revenue.”” 'The Premier esti-
mates his railway revenue at £5,300,000 this
year, as compared with a revenue last year
of £5,125,000. I want to ask the hon.
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member how he expects to increase railway
revenue in Queensland when he 1s giving
concessions right and left in support of this
industry and that? I am not debating the

point as to whether he should

[7 p.m.] or should not give concessions at

this time, but what I say is that
to estimate an increase in railway revenue
when one is giving thousands of pounds a
week to one branch of industry or anothet
is, in my opinion, an improper way ol
stating the case. By all means state—as he
should do—that the railway revenue is going
to be reduced because of these concessions
which arc ‘going to be made.

I have been endeavouring to show that,
if this Government had a shred of apprecia-
tion of the true financial position in Queens-
land, they would come to the conclusion
that they had entirely lost the confidence
of the community as a whole. I have suec-
ceeded in putting into *‘‘ Hansard” a com-
parison of figures taken from the Treasurer’s
tables presented rccently to us, which are
absolutely authentic. To those who really
want to ascertain what the position is, [
commend a study of those figures. Accord-
ing to those tables, we notice further that
the accumulated deficit during the seven
years of this Government to which we have
been subjected has been £625,000—for which
no provision has, as yet, been made.

Mr. BrReENNAN : What about Western Aus-
tralia ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
hero’s interjection in a
{Opposition laughter.)

Mr. BrexwaN: I would not like to offer
you £3,500.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : In addition to this
accumulated deficit of £625,000, the Trea-
surer estimates that the deficit for the
present year is to be £576.000; so_ that, after
the close of the curent financial year, we
shall face a total deficit of £1,200,000: and,
according to the Treasurer’s own remarks,
he is trusting to luck for finding the ways
and means of meeting that obligation. Tt is
enlizhtening to compare the position as we
shall find i#, according to the Treasurer’s
estimate, at the end of this year, with the
position that the worthy gentleman found
existing in 1914-15, just prior to the advent
of this Government. He then used expres-
sions which evidently were meant to 1mpress
the masses. 1 see the hon. gentleman smil-
ing. I am glad it has drawn a smile to his
face; it is an indication of how humorous
the whole situation is. At that time the
hon. gentleman said—

“Do you know that, from 1800 to
1914, the deficits amounted to £1,163.983,
and the surpluses to £714,623; that is,
in fourteen years an accumulated deficit

of £449,270.”

In the fourteen years of Liberal Govern-
ments to which the hon. gentleman was then
pointing, there was an accumulated deficit of
£449.270. Yet in seven years of Labour
Government—just half the period to which
the hon. gentleman was taking exception—
there will be an accumulated deficit of’
£1,200,0001 No doubt this will be put down
to the war, the weather—everything but
the deficiencies of the Government. —The
Government have been past masters in the
art of shelving responsibility on to #ome
evert—some weather condition, or some-
thing of that nature, which, of course,

Mr. Elphinstone.)

I will answer the
few minutes.
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cannot answer for itself; it is ncver due
to the shortcominrgs of the present Govern-
ment. If that were sufficient to disturb the
Liberal Government in 1915—which, appar-
ently, it was—I contend there is ample evi-
dence in that fact alone to uproot this
Government in the year 1922,
Mr. StoprorD: By fair means?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Income tax, as I
have pointed out, is one of the greatest
impositions which the people of Queensland
are suffering from to-day, and the effects
-of it are far-reaching, and the whole trouble
is that the ease with which income tax is
levied, and the small number of voters that
are diredtly affected, presents a great temp-
tation to a Government that lives for the
day. The opportunity or the advantage
which the Government has taken of that
source of revenue has been utilised to its
utmost extent—to such a degree, in fact,
that, in my opinion, a great deal of the
depression which exists to-day is due to that.
In finalising, one can rightly say that money
melts in the hands of this Government like a
snowball in Fades, and it leaves just about
as much trace.

OrposiTioON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
Nationalist party has had indirectly some
references made to it by the Premier this
afternoon. 1 will admit the hon, gentleman
did not come out from under cover at all.

The PrEMIER: Someone else did.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The remarks the
hon. gentleman made were about ¢ Opposi-
tion organisations generally.” I say emphati-
cally that I know pretty well what is going
on in connection with Nationalist organisa-
tions. (Government laughter.)

Mr. SroprorD: Why did not your leader
tell us all about i£?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I hurl back any
charge that the Nationalist party had any-
thing whatever to do with these charges that
have been made by the Premier to-night. I
am answering as a member of the Nationalist
party. When the hon. member for Dalby
was speaking this afternoon, an hon. member
opposite interjected something to this effect :
“hThe Nationalist party have to do with
this.”

A GovervmeENT Mrveer: Why did not your
leader tell us all this?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking as
a member of the party. I have every right

as a member of the party to place my views
before this House.

The Premizr: How can you explain that

the hon. member for Toowong was able to
say on Saturday that the hon. member for
Toowoomba was going to vote with the
Opposition on the no confidence motion?

Mr. Maswrnn: He did not say that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying
anything to the Premier that is in any way
unfair or anything by way of encouragement
of an action having for its object the making
of a member of this House become a traitor.
I want to ask how it was that those state-
ments were taken down in the form in
which they were taken down? Was the
stenographer on each occasion to be seen?

The PreMIER : Is that an important matter?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is one thing
which the Premier, I assumed by his reti-

[Mr. Blphinstone.
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cence, was afraid to disclose to this House.
The other night the Premier tautited me
with doing something that was distinctly
honourable and straight—mamely, writing to
the Auditor-General. I read my letter to
the House. I did not get a stenographer
behind the screen to play a double game,
which is what has been done in this case.

The Premirr: When honest overtures are
made to me there is no necessity for such
tactics.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is certain
that the Nationalist party are absolutely
blameless in that matter, and the Premier
must confess it. (Government laughter.) And
why, Sir, is it trotted out in the way in which
it has been trotted out?

The PrEMIER : To expose it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Simply to whip up
the party—we have heard of the eight—to
whip up the party so as to make them feel
that there is no man like the Premier in this
State of Queensland. Let me speak for the
Nationalist party. I am a Nationalist every
inch of me. (Government laughter.) I have
never hesitated to say where I am. The
Nationalist party stands for the purest demo-
cracy. They say that the people of this great
State must settle these matters, and that there
must be no underhand business carried on in
connection with such a thing.

The PreMIER « Those are good sentiments,
Hon. W. H. BARNES: And they are the

sentiments that we practise every time. The
Premier knows that that is so.

The PreMIER: Why was it that on Friday
the hon. member was able to say we would be
turned out of office on Tuesday?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Premier
cannot say such a thing was sald by the
Nationalist party.

The PrEMIER : By you on Friday.

Hon. W. II. BARNES: No; the Proemier is
absolutely wrong.

The PrEMIER : You said we would be turned
out on Tuesday next.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I said that the
wisdom—(Government laughter)—that the
wisdom of the country and the wisdom of the
House would turn the hon. gentleman out.
(Government laughter.)

Mr. Rvan: You thought it was all cut and
dried.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking for
the Nationalist party, and I say that the
statement which the Premier has just now
made is not correct.

The PrReEMIER : I accept your explanation.

Hox. W, H. BARNES : The horn. gentleman
must accept 1it, as his statement is not cor-
rect. While members of the Nationalist party
believe that hon. members opposite are help-
ing to ruin this great State of Queensland,
they believe that there are higher ideals
which must be set for a great State like this,
and those ideals are ideals—not of bribery or
corruption——

NarroNaLsT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES : Ideals in the direc-
tion of doing that which is right so far as
the community generally is concerned. I do
not for one moment believe that any member
of the Country party has been a party to this.

f'I‘h«e PreMiER: They had a full knowledge
of it.
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‘Hon. W. H. BARNES: As I proceed to-
night—if T get the opportunity of proceeding—
I am going to show that very largely this
whele business iz the outcome of the way the
“Government have dragged the government of
the State in the gutter during their term of
office.  (Government laughter.) Nothing
justifies bribery; but what has happened? 1t
‘has been known that the Government of this
Statz have been loose in their methods.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: In what
way ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will show you
later on. In connection with gambling if you
will. They have been loose in their methods
and they have struck at the moral tone of the
.community. Let anyone cast his mind back for
a while and ask what are the ideals even of
this House of Parliament compared with what
they were twelve years ago. I say they have
distinctly fallen, because the Government of
the day have again and again been recreant
to the high positions which they hold, and
have failed to discharge them in the way they
should have done as the Government of the
-country. {Government dissent.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Does that
justify bribery?

Hox. W. H. BARNES : No, but the actions
-of the Government—and the Secretary for
Agriculture knows all about it—have again
and again attracted men outside who were
-prepared to do the wrong and improper thing.

The PremiEr : Who are those men?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not know,
but the hon. gentleman seems to know.

Mr. Rvaxn: You have all got a price over
there. (Opposition dissent.)

Hon. W. H. BARNES: No. Those men,
no matter what their position is, ought to
b: punished, and that is the attitnde which
the Nationalist party take up.

OrrosirioN MemsERs : Hear, hear!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: There should be
no excuse for them. I speak to-night as
one of the oldest members of this House,
and I venture to say that in this great
State of Queensland there has never been
thrown at the Liberal party, or the
Nationalist party—and let me say, too, the
‘Clountrv party—a charge of anything which
has sullied their fame.

Mr. STorrorD: What about the Ready
incident in the Federal Parliament?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking
‘here to-night of the State Parliament.

Mr. BRENNAN: What about Billy Hughes’s
£25,0007

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member,
who has got a voice like a rasp, is trying to
drag a red herring across the track.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Before I leave
this matter let me say that the Nationalist
party believe that no man—I care not whe
he may be—who has pledged his loyalty to
any party has a right to change his position
unless he appeals to his constituents.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS interjecting,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Whatever other
hon. members may think, that is the atti-
tude I take up to-night.

Mr. SroprorD: If an hon. member had
5ggce§ted a bribe would you have voted with
Thim?

[15 Avcusrt.]
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The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask hon.
members to obey my call to order. I hope
hon. members will refrain from interjecting.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: This is an
important matter, and I would say that the
records of the House, at any rate in con-
nection with the conduct of hon. members
who are sitting here, are clean records and
records which will stand the light of day.
I want to deal with a question which should
not be side-tracked, because there has been
something of this kind introduced by the
Premier this afternoon.

The PREMIER: Not introduced by me. The
hon. member knows that that is the reason
for introducing the motion of want of
confidence.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man does not’ like physic from this side.
There are many things which have shaken
the confidence of the people in the present
Administration, and one is the question of
gambling. Do you know, Mr. Speaker, that
Brisbane has been made the home of the
gambler? T hold in my hands a letter which
I will read to the House. I will hand the
original letter to the hon. member for Hast
Toowoomba, and will read a copy of the
letter to the House, because the House may
insist on me laying it on the table. The
letter reads—

“ Sypney Ei¢HT-HOUR AND LaBOUR
DEMONSTRATION.

“H. Nicor, Queensland Representative.
“Box 511, G.P.O.
“ Brisbane, 1st August, 1922
“ Arthur W. Yager, Secretary,
“ Trades Hall, Sydney.

“Dear Sir,—Under separate cover I
have taken the liberty of forwarding to
vou twelve books, Nos. 193-204 of twenty-
five tickets each, and advertising litera-
ture for the Sydney Eight-Hour Art
TUnion, I being again appointed as repre-
sentative for Queensland.

“ The commission allowed to you for
the sale of tickets will be 20 per cent.—
5s. per book—and I trust that you will be
successful in the sale of same. When
returning butts, unsold tickets, and cash
for sold tickets (which must reach me not
Jator than 20th October, 1922) kindly
deduct your commission on sale as above.

“ The result of the drawing will be
published in the Brisbane papers on
Wednesday, the 8th November, and a
parcel of printed official result slips will
be forwarded to all agents direct. More
tickets and literature can be had on
application to the undersigned.

“ Please note.—It is imperative that all
books from which no tickets have been
sold should be returned for I am person-
ally responsible to the head office in
Sydney for all such tickets.

“ Wishing you every success in the sale
of the said tickets, and thanking you in
anticipation of a favourable return,

“ Yours faithfully,
‘“H. Nicog,
¢ Queensland representative,
“ Sydney Eight-Hour Committee.”

Mr. BRENNAN: What is wrong with that?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I will deal with
it in my own way, and I will show what I
think is wrong with it, although the House

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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may not agree with me. What is the posi-
tion? 'These people have been driven out
from Sydney, and they come here and make
Queensland  the dumping-ground because
there is a gambling Government in office.
(Government dissent.)

OppostTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I say they make
this the dumping-ground because there is a
gambling Government in office.

The Preminr: Didn’t you give them per-
mission when you were Treasurer?

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES: The Chinese are
raided upon. The men outside who have no
influence are raided upon.

Mr. Brex~Nav: The Stock Exchange, too?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The men who
arc most guilty in connection with this
matter to-day are some hon, members oppo-
site, and more particularly the Government,

and, let me say, the hon. member for
Brisbane, who presides over the “ Golden
Casket,” which is a menace to the moral life

of the community.

Mr. Krrway : I will stand as good a chance
at the Last Day as you will.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I hope the hon.
member will stand well on the Last Day.

_Mr. Rriorpan: You will have a hotter
time than he "will.

Mr. Corrins: You ought to read the
Gospel.

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. mem-

ber read the Gospel a little more, he would
be able to live up to it.

Mr. Corrins: You gamble every day in
foodstuffs.

:'EIION. W. H. BARNES: This gambling
evil——

Mr. BrexNAN: In foodstuffs.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: This gambling

evil is the result of the actions of the Pre-
mier and his colleagues. It is said that
somechow or other the action of the Premier
has been adduced by the fact that his early
training encouraged it. I do not know
whether that is so or not. (Government
dissent.) I do not know how true it is, but
it has been said that in some directions the
hon. gentleman is an adept, and so are some
of his colleagues, in that direction. They
touch the small thing and leave the big
thing.

Mr. BReENNAN: What about the wheat
profits made by Barnes and Co.?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: They will leave
the big things as often as they possibly can.
(Interruption.) Do you notice, Mr. Speaker,
how they do not like it, as I am getting
home upon them? (Renewed interruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 ask the hon.
member for Toowoomba and the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba to cease their cross-firing.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I thank you for
the protection you are giving me from these
unruly gentlemen on the other side. We
have had gambling such as I have spoken of
at ‘“ Liberty Fair” quite recently, where,
in the Domain, just near Parliament House,
girls and boys were lurcd at night, because
this Government said, ‘° Here are °spinning
jennies’ and other things which we have got
on one side so that the majority of people
shall not see them.” 1t is an evil, it is a
cancer, eating into the very life of the com-
munity, particularly of the young members
of the community, and, if I had no other

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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word to say in condemnation of the Govern-
ment, in justice to the constituencies and the
poople of Queensland, who I feel are in
sympathy with me in this matter, I should
lay that charge against them. The Premier
and the Attorney- General know how true it
is that the very foundation of the community
has been =zapped.

The PREMIER :
vesterday to
community.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Premier him-
self apparently descended to despicable means
to get information. (Disorder.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

A serious attempt was made
sap the foundations of the

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Am I to with-
draw that? I withdraw it, and I say that
the hon. gentleman adopted very unworthy
means in order to get it.

The Premigr: To get what?

ITox. W. H. BARNES: At any rate, means
not in lkeeping with the position "of the
leader of a great party, and means not in
keeping with the dignity of a great party.
Now, I want to deal with another question—
that of employment. One would scarcely
think that we were in the State of Queens-
land, because it seems to me“that, engineered.
very largely by the Government and the
policy they have pursued, you have to be
of a certain brand in order to get employ-
ment. I can remember that after the general
strike of 1912 there was placarded i large
letters everywhere, “ No victimisation.” I
can remember that the Government Printing
Office staff came to me and I said to them
Mr. Pay~e: You batoned the workers.

Hox. W. H. BARNIES: These people
opposite have been battening on the workers,
and the hon, member has been battening on
them all his life. I said, ‘‘ It does not matter
to us what you are so far as unionism or’
otherwise 1s con(‘ern(}d All that we ask is
that you shall give a falr day’s work. There
will be no victimisation.” Victimisation has
been the chief attribute of this Government.
Take, if you will, the teachers’ advances.
There are teachers in the State who, because
they would not bow the knee to Baal are
being paid less money than o‘chers—not be-
cause they arc less cfficient, but because
they are unwilling to sign certain documents.
No victimisation! Why, one of the charges
which the leader of the Opposition might
have laid against this party might have been
“You arc the Government who victimise.”
We all know t‘lat in the majority of cases,
unless a man’s politics are right, he does
not get a job. The Premier knows that is
the case to-day.

The Premier: I know it is a deliberate
misstatement—a deliberate untruth,

Ion. W. H. BARNES: I said that certain
influences had been at work to prevent men
from getting employment. I have here a

letter  written by a man who,

[7.30 p.m.] fortunately, has had his case

dealt with’ 1ndxru’flv by the Arbi-
tration Court to-day—

T wish to draw your attention to the
fact that T was working at Addis Bros..
Roma street, for nine days, when the
sceretary of ‘the Storemen and Packers’
Union notified Addis Bros. to put me
off, because I was not @ member of the
Storemen and Packers’ Union; aithough
I am a member of the ‘Australian
Workers’ Union. I went to the Trades
Hall to join the Storemen and Packers’
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Union, and they would not accept me.
because I have not had six monthsy’
experience in the produce trade since 1918
—although I had threc and a-half years
previous to 1918. T am a married man,
with a wife and four children; a native
of Australia. It means that I am
debarred from getting a living.”
The Government have been behind that scrt
of thing. That is not a solitary case. At the
present moment this man, fortunately, is
working for Laidlaw Bros.

GovervMENT MEMBERS : What is his name?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am nos going to
give the name to men who practise vietimisa-
tion.

OrposiTiION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I shall be very
pleased to give you the name, Mr. Speaker,
so that you will know the exact position.

Mr. Payne: It is your own make up.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. mem-
ber reads the papers he will find that nearly
every day the same thing is happening.
Might I remind him what happened at Dal-
gety’s, where a young fcllow applied for
work, was put on, and finally put off, through
the influence of the union; and did not the
judge say, “ He has to be put on,”’ and he
was put on when the case was put before him?

The PreEMiEr: That is the judge of the
Arbitration Court which we created.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: And which the
Government do not live up to; because they
are sceking to deprive men of the right and
privilege of going to the Arbitration Court.

I was not in the Chamber this afternoon
when the leader of the Opposition was speak-
ing; I was trying to get a few notes together.

The PREMIER: You did not make much of
a job of it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I have been told
I have a copy of something which he quoted.
It is well worth quoting a second time.
When the Premier returned from that visit
to the old country, where he got such a
knock-out——

Mr. BRENKAN : You got him the knock-out.

Honx. W. H. BARNES: I will tell how he
got it. That is one of the charges I lay
against this Government—he got the knock-
out because he had failed to live up to the
ideals which any Government should have
carried out. Hon. members have the right
to claim that this is a Ministry of repudia-
tion.

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is a name to
which the Government are entitled, and
which has soiled this Government and this
country.  (Government interruption.) In
sheer desperation they had to go to America
for a loan. What happened?  Another
charge which T lay against this Government
is that theyv have failed to carry out their
election promises. The Premier was reported
on 11th September, 1921, by one of the
papers, in the following terms:—

A GoverNMENT MEeMBER: Which paper?

Hox. W. H. BARNIES: I suppose hon.
members opposite  will say 1t is the
“ Courier”; T will just tell them it was the
¢ Standard ”—the Labour bible, which, they
say, can never make any mistake. The follow-
ing appeared as having been said by the
Premier: —

““ The Government have the right, from
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20th Secptember of this year, to acquire,
by purchase. the Brisbane tramways.
This right will be exercised at an early
date.”’

Mr. BRENNAN : It is still too early for you.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Premier con-
tinued—

“The financial boycott will have no
offect on the intentions of the Govern-
ment in this matter, for we have the
right to pay for the underteking in Go-
vernment debentures.’

1 want to emphasise that—‘ We have the
right to pay for the undertaking in Govern-
ment debentures.”” I would like hon. mem-
bers to follow the debenture list created by
this Government. When they came into office
£52.000.000 was the loan indebtedness of this
great State. Now, I suppose, including the
last loan which they got from America, 1t 1s
about £84,000,000. There is a good dez’tl
of the characteristics of one of Dickens’s
characters about them. It will be remem-
hered that Mr. Micawber, one of Dickens’s
characters, when he had a bill to meet, signed
the paper, and said, Tt is due many years
ahead; thank God that debt is paid.

At this stage the Home Secretary (Hon.
W. McCormack, Cairns) entered the Cham-
ber, accompanied by the Premier, and was
greeted with cheers from both sides.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: May I diverge for
one moment to say that we are glad to see
the Home Secretary in his place once more.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear !
The PREMIER: I beg to move—
« That the question be now put.”
(Opposition interruption.)

Question put; and the House divided : —

Ayes, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Brennan ,, Kirwan

,» Bulcock ,, Land

Collins ,, Larcombe

:; Conroy ,» McCormack
,, Cooper, F. A, ,, HMullan

., Cooper, W, ,, Payne

,, Coyne ,, TPease

., Dash ., Pollock

,, Dunstan ,» Riordan

,,» Ferricks ,» Ryan

., Foley ,» Smith

,» Forde ,, Stopford

., Gilday ,» Theodore

,, Gillies ,, Weir

,, Gledson .» Wellington
,, Hartley ,, Wilson

,, Huxbam Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Pease.

NoEs, 35.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
,,» Barnes, G. P. ,, Logan
,,» Barnes, W. H. ,, Macgregor
,» Bebbington ,, Maxwell
,, Bell ,» Moore
,» Brand ,, Morgan
,, Cattermull ,, Nott
,, Clayton ,, Peterson
,, Corser ., Petrie
,,» Costello ,, Roberts, 1. H. C.
,» Deacon ,, Roberts, T. R.
,,» Edwards ,,  Sizer
., Elphinstone ,, Rwayne
,» Fletcher ,, Taylor
., Fry ,, Vowles
,, Green ., Walker
,, Jones, J. ., Warren
., Kerr

Tellers: Mr., Fry and Mr. Kerr.
Resolved in the affirmative.

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]



682 Supply.

Question—Want of confidence motion (Mr.
Vowles)—put; and the Hotise divided :—

AvEs, 35.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
,, Barnes, G.P. ., Logan
5 Barnes, W. H. .. Macgregor
,» Bebbington ., Maxwell
,» Bell ,» Moore
,» Brand ., Morgan
. Cattermull ,, Nott
,» Clayton .. Peterson
,s Corser ., Petrie
,» Costello ,» Roberts, J. H. C.
,, Deacon ,» Roberts, T. R.
,» Hdwards ., Siger

,» Blphinstone ,» Swayne

,» Fletcher ,, Taylor

5 Fry .» Vowles

5 Green .. Walker

., Jones, J. ,» Warren

. Kerr

Tellers: Mr. Bell and Mr. Sizer.
Nozs, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
s ‘Brennan ,» Kirwan

s» Buleock ,, Land

,» Collins ,, Larcombe
,» Conroy ,, MecCormack
s Cooper, F.A. ,, Mullan

»» Cooper, W. ., Payne

,» Coyne ,, Dease

,» Dash ., Polloek

. Dunsgtan ,» Riordan

,» Ferricks ,» Ryan

,»» Foley ,» Smith

»» Forde ., Stopford

. Gilday ,, Theodore

5, Gillies ., Weir

. Gledson ,» Wellington
,» Hartley ., Wilson

,» Huxham Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Bulcock and Mr., Gilday.
Resolved in the negative.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): 1 beg to move— -

“That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as would otherwise prevent
the receiving of resolutions from Com-
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means
on the same day as they shall have
passed in those Committees and the pass-
ing of an Appropriation Bill through all
its stages in one day.”’

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): This
motion is one which, under ordinary circum-
stances, the House would naturally feel it
had a right to give assent to; bub the posi-
tion to-day is one which. so far as I know,
has never been endorsed by any (GGovernment.
The_vposition, as revealed by the divisions
to-night, shows that the Government have to
continue in office either by bringing into the
Chamber a man whom we are all very glad
to see—

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: A sick man.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Allowing that
every member is in perfect health, the
Government have to carry on by one vote.
and in the case of an equal number of
votes, then either by the casting vote of
vourself, Sir, or the casting vote of the
Chairman of Committees. I have secn a
similar position created in this House when
Supply was given on the distinet promise
that, when it was given, the Government
would go to the country and let the people
decide.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. gentle-
man is not in order in continuing a general
discussion. The motion is one for the sus-

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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pension of the Standing Orders, and the hon.
gentleman will be in order in showing why
the Standing Orders should not be suspended.

Hon., W. H. BARNES: I was just endea-
vouring to lead up to that, and to show there
were good reasons why at this juncture the
Standing Orders should not be suspended
owing to the position in which the Govern-
ment find themselves to-day. There are
reasons for not suspending the Standing
Orders, and the Premier must know it. Right
down in his inner consciousness he must feel
that the Standing Orders should not be sus-
pended unless there is some promise given that
he will obtain Supply and then go to the
country. Unless that promise is given, this
House has a right to protest against the Stand-
ing Orders being suspended. So far as a
majority of voters of the State are concerned,
the Government have not the confidence of the
country. They are in a minority, and that
being so, there is only one thing which should
induce us to suspend the Standing Orders, and
that is that Supply be granted in order to
ascertain the will of the people.

Mr. StoPFORD : Do you claim that we were
in a minority before the hon. member for
Normanby left this side and went over to the
other side?

Hon., W. H. BARNES : The Speaker would
pull me up if I discussed that matter. Hven
granting that, we know what the figures were
after the last election. The combined Oppo-
sition parties had, and have, a majority. I
suggest that there are abundant reasons for
delaying any suspension of the Standing
Orders until we know whether it is proposed
to face our masters and let them settle the
position as it exists in Queensland to-day.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : 1 did not call *“ Not
formal ”’ to this motion, but it has always been
the practice to protest against the suspension
of the Standing Orders. I think it has been
the time-honoured custom here, more particu-
larly before the last election, when the Govern-
ment have submitted a motion to suspend the
Standing Orders

The TREASURER: When there is a justifi-
cation for it.

Mr. VOWLES: It has always been the
custom of the Opposition to object, the reason
being simply to protect the rights of the Oppo-
sition. I can never understand, when we
have so much time at our disposal, why it is
necessary to suspend the Standing Orders to
go through all the stages of a Bill in one
evening, and more particularly is that so at
this late hour in the evening. But I have to
realise that, whether a thing is right or
whether it is wrong, so long as the Government
make up their mind to do it that is the end
of it, and we have to bow down to the will of
th= Government, whether it be democratic,
whether it be constitutional, or whether it be
customary, and I suppose we shall have to do
so on this occasion too.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
ResumpTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr, Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
POSTPONEMENT OF RESOLUTION FOR AIDE-DE-
CaMP’S SALARY.
Question stated—
¢ That there be granted to His Majesty.
for the service of the year 1922-23, a sum
not exceeding £300 to defray the salary of
the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the
Governor.”
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The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) : 1 beg to move—
{“ That this resolution be temporarily
withdrawn.”’
Question put and passed.

Vore on Account, £4,500,000.

The TREASURER : I move—
“ That there be granted to Flis Majesty,
on account of the services for the year 1922-
1923, a further sum mnot exceeding
£4,500,000 towards defraying the expenses
of the various departments and services
of the State.”

The appropriation asked for is to cover all the
services from consolidated revenue, trust, and
loan funds, for a period of two months, which
is-the period usually covered in an Appropria-
tion Bill of this kind.

Mr. Fry: Will that cover the election
period? (Laughter.)

The TREASURER: It is not intended to
cover any expenditure except what is provided
for in the Estimates already laid before
Parliament.

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): If we are going to
carry on at the rate of £24,000,000 a year, I
think we are ‘ going some.”

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : You have aiready
‘“ gone some.” (Laughter.)

. Mr. VOWLES: I would like to know why
1t is necessary that such a large sum should
be voted for two months. It seems to me to
be very much over the proportion that we
have been spending during the last few years.
When I was speaking on the Financial State-
ment I estimated that the expenditure would
be at the rate of £20,000,000 per annum, but
it appears now that we are going £4,000,000
better. I would like to know how it compares
with the expenditure for the corresponding
period of last year. £4,000,000 appears to be
& mere bagatelle to the Government, and we
are asked to vote that amount without any
explanation at all.

The TREASURER : The amount asked for
is strictly in accordance with the Estimates
already placed before this House.

Mr., ELpHINSTONE: That is £24,000,000 a
year?

The TREASURER : The hon. member can
see from the Estimates themselves the amount
that is provided for. The amount asked for
at this time last year was £4,200,000. The rate
of expenditure on Loan Fund account has
gone up, and therefore we are now asking for
£4,500,000.

Hon. W. H. BArRNES : What are the amounts
from the various funds?

The TREASURER: We are asking for
#£2,000.000 on account of consolidated revenue,
£1,250,000 on account of Trust Funds, and
£1,250,000 on account of Loan Funds.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) : I under-
stand that the Treasurer is seeking Supply for
two months, and it seems that under present
conditions the amounts that have been asked
for. especially on loan account, are particu-
larly heavy. I understood the hon. gentleman
to sav that he was asking for £2,000,000 on
account of Loan Fund.

The TREASURER : No; £2,000,000 on account
of consolidated revenue.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: In any case the
hon. gentleman is asking for a very big
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sum on account of loan., We do know that
there are certain undertakings which at
present are being initiated by the Govern-
ment, and which, to scme of us, appear very
doubtful. We do know that the Govern-
ment in the past have .not carried out the
arrangemenis that have been made by this
House, at any rate so far as the spending
of moneys, especially loan moneys, in a satis-
factory way is concerned. When you look at
the position of the Loan Fund, and when
you remember that some of the Trust Funds
and other moneys have been spent in ven-
tures that have been exceedingly unsatisfac-
tory, you hesitate when a Government like
this come along and ask for certain sums on
account. If the Treasurer was on this side
as a private member he would not allow
this kind of thing to go without very con-
siderable discussion,

The Treasurer: I would remind the hon.
member that we can get no authority beyond
what is provided in the Estimates for the
expenditure of this money.

Hon. W. . BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is quite right in saying that, but I
believe that this Committee in the main—
I include some of the supporters of ‘the

Government—have no confidence

[8 p.m.] in the Government. The hon.

gentleman knows that the Go-

vernment have a minority of 20,000 ‘votes,

and yet this is a Government which is sup-
posed to be democratic.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They brought in
a Bill against the expressed will of the
people to put an end to the other Chamber,
and thus defeated democracy. The Govern-
ment have spent huge sums of money in
undertakings which have been exceedingly
unsatisfactory to the country. The expendi-
ture in connection with State enterprises for
1921 was increased by £200,000, and those
enterprises show a very heavy loss. The
Government ask us to trust them at this
juncture with this. amount of money. It is
our duty to get the fullest information from
the Government, and to give them sufficient
meanwhile to carry on, but nothing more.
The Government do not deserve the money ;
they are not worthy of the confidence of the
GCommittee. The Treasuror smiles, but he
knows how true that is.

The TreEssvrer: You are wasting time.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I never waste
time here. The hon, gentleman wants to
hurry up. This is the * hurry-scurry Go-
vernment,”” anxious to get into recess as

quickly as possible.

The TreasurerR: Let us hurry on to the
next business.

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: The best course
for the Treasurer would be to give his
masters a chance of meeting him. He wants
to get away from Parliament as quickly as
possible, but to hang on to office as long as
he can. T suggest that the hon. gentleman
should do what any self-respecting leader
would do—that is, give us an opportunity to
see what the people have to say about it.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I would like
to ask the Treasurer if any of this £1,250,000
of loan money is to be expended in the
construetion of the Dawson Valley weir, and
what portion of it is to be expended in the
construction of a railway from Tara to
Surat. I would also like to know what the
Government’s intentions are in regard to

Mr. Morgom.)



684 Sunply.

bringing about the restoration of the cattle
industry, which, as the Treasurer knows,
is at present ‘“ down and out.” The hon.
gentleman will- agree with me that perhaps
nothing in Qucensland is affecting us more
prejudically than the downfall of the beef
industry. In oversea value alone the indus-
try represents in an ordinary season about
£4,500,000 per annum, and we have prac-
tically during the last twelve or eighteen
months been without that amount, which
would have been spent in the State. The
industry is carried on mainly by Queens-
land, and is of much less importance to the
other States. 1 think the Government have
not done all they could have done to assist
in bringing the industry into a prosperous
condition,

The TrrasTRER: What would you suggest?

Mr. MORGAN: I would suggest that the
Government should advance money for the
purpose of establishing new markets in
other parts of the world. The Imperial
market is at present useless, so far as Aus-
tralian beef 1s concerned. We have been
informed on good authority that there are
markets awaiting us in other parts of the
world; but, as we have no storage facilities
for our products, we are unablc to take
advantage of markets in the Rast—for
instance, in Japan and India. There are
no storage facilities or distributing centres
from which to supply the products to the
people there. If the Government would give
assistance in the way of providing storage
accommodation in those countrics, we should
not then have to depend on the markets of
Great Britain in disposing of Quecnsland
beef. There is no country in the sworld
which produces better beef than we do in
Queensland, and it is only necessary to get
a market for our beef in order to restore The
industry to a prosperous condition. I have
studied this matter closely during the past
two years, and, in my opinion, the cattle
industry in Queensland will not be restored
to its normal condition until we recognise
that the British market is lost to us, and
that we must endeavour to establish new
markets in the countries I have mentioned
and in the numerous islands in the Pacific,
the geographical position of which prevents
the Argentine from competing successfully
with us. I would also suggest that the
Government should decontrol the price of
beef in our local markets in Queensland. I
had a wire from New South Wales yesterday
asking me to send fat cattle to sell in that
State at £1 15s. per 100 1b. T suppose that
the highe«t price those cattle would bring in
the market here would be £1 or £1 1s, per
100 Ib.: vet in the adjoining State cattle
are bringing £1 15s.. in Victoria £2, and
in South Australia £2 5s. per 100 1b.

The TrEssURER: There is a bigger home
consumption market there.

Mr. MORGAN: That is so, and Victoria
and South Australia do not produce sufficient
beef for their own requirements. They
export a lot of mutton, but they practically
export no beef, and require our beef for the
local consumer. I suggest that the Treasurer
should do all he possibly can in the way of
giving railway facilities in order that our
beef may be taken to these centres as
cheaply as possible. In order that we may
take advantage of these markets, we in
Qucensland have the right to see that all
the markets in Australia are placed at our
disposal. If an article is produced in Vie-

[Mr. Morgan.
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toria and it cannot be produced in Queens-
land, then Victoria will take ad.vantage of
that and compel us to pay a higher price
for that article. We have the right to get
the same treatment with regard to our beef.
We produce the beef here and tbey do not
produce it in sufficient quantities in Victoria,
New South Wales, or South Australia for
their own consumption, and we should be
given the advantage in those markets. We
should have placed at our disposal every
facility to enable us to send our beef to
those markets. We should get cheaper
means of transit and every other facility to
enable us to place our products in the
Southern markets in a fit and proper condi-
tion for human consumption. This Govern-
ment increased the railway freights on stock
by 63 per cent., but, after a deputation
waited on the Premier and the Secretary
for Railways, the Government decreased the
freight on cattle by 20 per cent. The
Government are charging 30 per cent. more
for cattle conveyed on the Queensland rail-
ways to-day than was charged in 1914, not-
withstanding the fact that the market to-day
is not nearly as good as it was in 1914.  If the
Government were only to do justice to those
engaged in the cattle industry, they would
find that it would benefit the financial posi-
tion of the State. They can do that by bring-
ing the railway freights down to the rates
that eoxisted in 1914, Unfortunately, the
Government do not see their way clear to do
that. If the Government would reduce the
rates, they would be more than compensated
by the number of stock that would travel
on the railway. In different parts of the
world they take notice of these things. In
Canada the Minister for Railways, after
reducingf fares and freights in connection with
almost every article carried on the railways,
said he would sooner carry large quantities
of- goods at low rates than small quantities
at high rates, The Queensland Government
are of a different opinion, as they would
sooner carry a small quantity of goods at
a high value. The result is that the railways
are not working at their full capacity. It
is better to have more engines and rolling-
stock engaged and have more men at work,
and this can be done by reducing the
freights and encouraging more traffic. I
can tell the Premier from my own experience
that cattle-owners can drove their stock at
one-half of the cost that they would have
to pay if they were carried on the railways.

The Premier: Not for long distances.

Mr. MORGAN : Yes: the longer the dis-
tance the cheaper you can drove them.

Mr. Harriey: And the greater losses in
the mob.

Mr. MORGAN: The only time when the
railways can compete successfully with
droving is when there is no water or
food on the track. Under ordinary circum-
stances we can drove our stock fqr one-
half of the cost that it would take if they
were sent by rail. It is owing to that fact
that the railways are losing a great amount
of traffic that they would otherwise get. The
same thing applies to motor-cars and other
things. At one time you would see numbers
of motor-cars conveyed by rail to different
parts of Quecensland, because the freight was
reasonable. Now that the freight on motor-
cars has been increased to such an extent, the
people who buy cars in Brisbane and other
centres drive their cars to their destinations
and the railways lose that freight. Is that
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good business? It is not good business,
because all that traffic is lost to the railways.
T hope the Government will recognise the
fact that low rates on the railways will
mean more traffic. It will mean more em-
ployment, because it will mean more use for
the rolling-stock. Instead of men being
employed four or five days a_week, they will
then be employed full time, I think the sug-
gestion is well worth consideration. I hope
the Minister will take a note of my remark,
as I think somcthing should be done in
the direction I suggest. If the P’remier 1s
waited on at any time in respect fo the
cattle industry, I hope he will give us all
the assistance he can, because the -cattle
industry has as much right to receive assist-
ance as any other industry. While it is the
duty of the State to help the cattle industry,
it is also the duty of the Commonwealth
Government to render it cvery assistance,
particularly so far as the frozen meat market
1 concerned.

Mr. Bruxyan: How much assistance has
the Commonwealth Government rendered?
Oaly £20,000!

Mr. MORGAN: The Commonwealth Go-
vernment have granted us a subsidy on all
frozen meat exported. They have done far
more than the State Government have done.

Mr. BRENNAN: No.

Mr. MORGAN: The only assistance that
the Queensland Government have rendered
the cattle industry is by a reduction of
freights on the railways by 20 per cent. 1
defy any member of the Government, the
Premier included, to say that they have
assisted the cattle industry in any other direc-
tion. They increased the freights 63 per
cent, on the railways and afterwards veduced
them by 20 per cent, There are more small
men engaged in the cattle industry than anjy
other industry in Queensland. Hon. members
opposite who represent cattle districts, like
the hon. member for Burke, for instance,
recognise that what I say is corrcct. We
all know the deplorable condition these men
are w at the pre-ent time. That hon, gentle-
man suggested that the rents should be re-
duced 1 certain parts of Queensland. I
consider that the cattle men generally should
have their rents reduced by a considerable
amount., But, instead if having their rentals
reduced, thcy have to pay a penalty of 10
per cent. if their rentals arve overdue. That
penalty should be wiped out. A penalty of
10 per cent. is an exorbitant tax to put on
these men. We would not allow a money-
lender to charge 10 per cent.

Mr., BreExyiaN: He can charge up to 12
per cent,

Mr. MORGAN: We have an Act of Parlia-
ment which prohibits that amount of interest
being charged by the Jew. Notwithstanding
that fact, we have a Government which
imposes this penalty on the man on the
land. The Government know from their
own State stations that the cattle industry
is down and out, and yet they charge a
penalty of 10 per cent. for non-fulfilment of
the rent conditions.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was
imposed by a Liberal Government.

Mr. MORGAN: I asked a question of the
Secretary for Public Lands, and the hon.
gentleman said he was bringing in an amend-
ment in that direction. I do not object to
‘the sheep men and the sugar-growers getting
assistance from the Government, but I claim
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that the cattle men are entitled to some
consideration, because they cannot pay their
rentals imposed on them, owing to the fact
that their stock are not saleable. In some
cases they cannot give away their stock for
nothing. I know places where splendid cows
have been offered for sale at less than 10s. a
head, and three-year-old and four-year-old
bullocks are offered for £1 a head, but
there were no buyers. That is an illustration
of the state of the cattle market. The Pre-
mier told us that the State was in a flourish-
ing condition, and he deduced that from the
record attendance at the Brisbane Exhibition.
If we are to basc the prosperity of Queens-
land on the attendances at the show and the
racecourses in Brisbane, then Queensland is
prosperous.

The TReEASURER: I said it was a sign of
prosperity, as indicating the amount of
money that was being spent.

Mr. MORGAN: Is it not a sign of stagna-
tion and depression that £174,000 has had to
b2 given away in doles to keep people from
starvation, as the Premier himself showed by
figures? Is it a sign of prosperity that the
Secretary for Agriculture admits that he had
to open the opossum season in order to
benefit 6,000 men, who were out of work, and
to enable them to provide for their wives and
children, who were on the verge of starva-
tion? The innocent opossums had to suffer,
and I know that the Minister opened the
season against his own judgment; but there
were people who would starve had the
season not been opened. Yet the Premier
will endeavour to mislead the people by
saying that Queensland is in a prosperous
condition under Labour rule. I say that
Queensland was never in a more depressed
condition than at the present moment. I
am not judging Queensland by what T see in
Drizsbane, but by what I see in the back
blocks, where I live. If you are going to
judge Queensland’s prosperity by what you
gce in Brisbane, where cverybody is nicely
dressed, and the picture shows are crowded,
you are judging Qucensland on a false basis.
Tt only shows that the attractions of the
cities are such that they are luring people
away from the country; but we shall have
to pay for it sooner or later. As surely as
the sun rises every morning the time is
coming when the people of Brisbane and
the towns generally are going to feel the
effeets from which the country people are

suffering at the present time. They are
becoming poorer day by day.
Mr. Buruxxax: The farmers are better off

than ever thev were.

Mr. MORGAN: The Treasurer is day by
day introducing into this Chamber legisla-
tion to try to keep the farmer on the land.
That shows that the hon. member for
Toowoomba does not know what The 1is
talking about when he says that the farmer
is better off to-day than cver before. I hope
the Treasurer will take note of my remarks,
and let me know just what he intends to do
for those people who are down and out, and
who are entitled to a fair share of prosperity.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): It is not our
intention to oppose the vote. The Treasurer
is asking for no less than £4,500,000 for the
next two months—£2,000,000 from revenue,
£1,250000 from the Trust Funds, and a
similar amount from the Loan Fund. As
we are told in the Financial Statement that
it is proposed to spend £12,780,000 from

Mr. Corser.]
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revenue this year, how are we going to live
within that margin if for two months we
require £2,000,000? In the twelve months,
too, the Treasurer estimates that an expendi-
ture of £5,000,000 from loan is going to be
sufficient, and yet he is going to spend
£1,250, 000 in two months. This will give us
a very much greater general expenditure at
the end of the year than the £17,780,000 pro-
posed in his Budget Speech. It is very
nice, before an election, to make appropria-
tions so that, when the House dissolves, or
if the (xo‘emmcnt prefer to enjoy a reccess,
sufficient funds will have been passed for the
purpose; but we must remember that the
people of Queensland have some day to {oot
the bill, and that, when wec expend large
sums from Trust and Loan Funds, someone
must pay the piper some day. We must
also remember that during the years in which
this Government have been in office, they
have increased taxation per head from £1
8s. 2d. to no less than £4 8s. 10d.

Mr. CoLLINS: That is not correct.

Mr. CORSER: It is correct.

Mr. Corrins: Taxation is paid by the
wealthy.

Mr. CORSER: When we had the Local

Authorities Bill before the Ilouse and the
Bill adjusting pastoral rents, we were told
that all taxation was paid by the workers, so
that the hon. meinber cannot be consistent

in his remark. When it suits hon. members
onn the other slde, they claim that the
workers pay; but, when there are big

deﬁuenme;, we are told that the wecalthy
pay

M):. W. Coorrr: VYou made up
deficiencies by selling Crown lands.

Mr. CORSER: The hon members did not
make them up by giving Crown lands to the
Trades Hall. The Government do not
believe that any man should have a frechold
title, They claim that perpetual leaschold
is better; bus, when their own Trades Hall
wanted a new site and a new building, an
exception was made in favour of the
autocrats of the Labour movement, and they
received a frechold title of a very choice
piece of land on which to build a fort or
something like it over the city of Brisbane.

The TreasvRer: Speak up. (Laughter.)

Ir. CORSER: If the hon. member cannot
hear, we will try to find a seat for him over
here. (Renewed laughter.)

The TrEASURER: You have already tried.
(Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: We have not tried. When

we do try to do anything, we go on till we
finish. Nor did we try to find the £3,500.

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. mem-

ber is not going to suggest that that came
out of Trust Funds? (Laughter.)

CORSER: I would not; but I would
suggea’r that such an applopnatlon should
be referred to the Price Fixing Commissioner
to see that he gets fair value,

A GoverNMENT MEMBER :
referring to?

the

Whom are you

Mr. CORSER: I am not referring o
anybody.
Mr. Pease: He is your boss outside.

[Mr. Corser,
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Mr. CORSER: He is not my boss. Hon.
members are whipped by a boss outside,
which is the reason why they give to the
Trades Hall the freehold they will not give
to the individual farmer. They say to the
man outside, *“ Go on the land’’; but on one
occasion in my clectorate, the Workers’ Politi-
cal Organisation asked that the land in a
certain neighbourhood should be opened
under perpetual lease and not freehold.
Another Government was in office then, and
it was decided that the land should be opened
for selection under perpetual lease or free-
hold. Not one application for that land was
made under perpctual lease conditions, and

not one of those people in the

[8.30 p.m.] Workers’” Political Organisation

was an applicant for that land.
Those are the people who wish to dictate the
policy of the other fellow who has to go on
to the land. The Country party’s poliey in
that regard claims that whoever goes on the
land should have the option of sasing whether
he wishes to enjoy the freehold or the per-
petual lease tenure.

Mr. Coorer: Expound your platform.

Mr. CORSER : We know what the platform
of houn. gentlemen oppesite was in 1915.  They
claimed that, when the workers fully realised
what an interest bill mcant they would
storm Parliament Housze; that they would
pull down the institution which was respon-
sible for their being called upon to pay te
some financiers on the other side the amount
represented by the big interest bill which is
rendered necessary by borrowing money.
When they came into office they found a
public debt amounting to
curred chiefly in building railways, which
were paying and were a credit to the State
and the men who were running them-—and

they increased the public debt from
£52.000,000 to £85,000,000.

The Tressurrr: Tart of that was your
liability.

Mr. CORSER: Part of that was our trust
account, which the hon. gentleman spent.

During their term of office this Government—
who did not wish to borrow money, who
shunned the idea of borrowing money—
expended no less than £33,000, 000 of loan
money ; and they propose to spend £5,000,000
in that way during this year. Durmg their
term of office this Covernment, who said
they had no money to carry out their plat-
form, spent no less than £103,000,000, not
including Trust Fund expenditure.

The Treasvrer: You say +we spent
£103,000,000 and yet could not vecure money.

Mr. CORSER: You spent £103,000,000 and
claimed that you could not secure money.

The TREASURER:
credit was destroyed.

Mr., CORSER: The Government’s credit
vldentlv was not ruined by anything that
was done by Queenslanders in opposﬁ;wn
They had to buy their credit by going teo
“ Yankee Land.” They spent £70,000,000
from revenue.

Mr. PeasE: The Federal member for Wide
Bay said that your party had no policy.

Mr. CORSER: I have known the Federad

You claimed that our

member for Wide Bay all my life,
{Laughter.)
Kr. Pease: I would sooner believe him

than believe you.
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Mr. CORSER: You only believe us when
it suits you. What eclse do we find that
hon. gentlemen opposite have done? They
have had to increase taxation; they have
had to increase their loan expenditure; and
they have spent a large amount of money
from Trust Funds—because they have killed
the incentive for thrift and ther have killed
industry in the State. When they first came
on the front Treasury benches we told the
people of Queensland that their policy of
socialism—like their present-day communism
~—meant the stifling of enterprise, and would
kill thrift and infustry, Does not the con-
dition of the country to-day prove that those
statements of ours were correct in every
detail?  During the eighteen months prior
to July of last year there was invested in
new industries in the Commonwealth no less
than £270,000,000 of new monecy—chiefly
British money—and only a very small pro-
portion of that came to this State. We as
Queenslanders on the next occasion that we
have will see that our votes at the ballot-box
will make Queensland what it should be, by
giving encouragement to thrift and industry
and to the man of initiative, so that he can
invest his capital in his own business and
give employment to Queenslanders, who are
as good at the lathe or the machine as are
any peeple in the Southern States.

Mr. Wem: Wil you allow private
amployers to build butter factories?
Mr. CORSER: The farmers subscribed

the money to build them. We do not want
the Government to build them.

Mr. WeIR: You want the people to build
them, like we do?

Mr. CORSER: We want them to be built
for the pcople who are interested. We
believe that the control of industry is best
lefs in the hands of the persons engaged in
that industry—that the primary producer
is the man who should control his own indus-
try. When I refer to industrial co-opera-
tion I do not wish to mix it with dorestic
co-operation.  We say, too, that, whilst we
wish to encourage our primary industries,
wa want to see our raw products converted
into manufactured articles by Queenslanders
who are enjoying the best conditions ar:d the
best wages that can be paid. Although the
Country party has been belittled by some
of  the strongest mctropolitan papers,
although that Press from day to day make
whatever statements they like and we can-
not refute them except in this Chamber, we
claim that, as a Country party, for the
prosperity of the country we wish to build
up our secondary industries so that cur city
as well as our country people can enjoy
the benefit of full primary production. We
are not sectional in any degree; we helieve
that there is a place under the sun for every
section of the people in the State, and we
are determined to improve the State to the
extent to which Providence intended it
should be improved. We repudiate the
statement that we are sectional. We repudi-
ate the articles we sce in some of the
metropolitan Press.

Mr. ErpuingtonNg: Used for a purpose.

Mr. CORSER: Used to try and belittle
us. I sympathise with the Labour party,
if they have sometimes had to suffer a
criticism by some of the unfair Press in
Brisbane.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE: That is the only sym-
pathy we have for them, though, (Laughter.)

[15 AvcusT.]
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Mr. CORSER: A few years ago in this
House mine was a lonely voice advocating
the advantages of the lands of the Upper
Burnett. It was claimed that T was using
the parish pump in the interest of the elec-
torate 1 represent. What do we find to-day?
Whilst we asked for £300,000 to open up
that land, as suggested by the largest com-
mission of inquiry ever held on any land
in Queensland, the Government have now
launched in that district, with the object of
opening up that land, a railway policy
involving an expenditure of £2,500,000—and
that is not going to complete it. I say to
the Government that, in deciding upon
resumptions, they should leave in the hands
of the grazier those lands which are fit only
for grazing, and put in the hands of the
smaller men only such lands as are worthy
of his holding and on which he could make
a living. Where lands cannot be thrown
open in small areas, let them give a man
a sufficient area to allow him to make a
living. Whatever were my opinions in those
davs they are my opinicns to-day. I add
this: That, since the Government are spend-
ing Queensland’s money in the Upper Bur-
nett, T will do everything in my power, as
the member for the district, to assist the
settlement of that land in the best interests
of the State. The Government will have
my assistance, as member for the district, to
settle those lands and induce the best men
to go there, I only hope that the scheme
will eventually prove successful.

Mr. CoOLLINS : You only hope that the
Government will remain in office to carry it
out.

Mr. CORSER: If the Government remain
in officc for the next twenty years the hon.
gentleman will not get his iron and steel
works. (Laughter.) We wcre promised, and
he swvas promised, those works. -We believed
they were going to be erected in the Burnett
district, where we have the best iron in
Queensland at Mount Biggenden and Mount
Hastings. I think the hon. gentleman was
the last to advocate the establishment of
the works in the Bowen district, but he came
out on top, although he has not got those
works yet. The manager who was engaged
for the works is now trying to get coal from
Baralaba and other State coal mines, and he
is also managing the State arsenic mine.
(Laughter.)

My. CorLiNs: And don’t forget he is
managing the Bowen State Coal Mine, which
will be producing coal on the 2%th of this
month.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CORSER: I hope it will be more
successful than the other State enterprises,
because they paint a very ugly picture in
Liabour politics in Queensland.

Myr. WirgreN : The Warra State Coal Mine !

My. CORSER: The Warra State Coal Mine
watered all the cattle in that district during
the last drought. (Opposition laughter.) It
cost £47,000 to dig that hole. We also have
the sorry spectacle of the Government’s
adventure in mineral oil. They imported =
man from America, and now they have a
great steel bit, 8 feet long, properly embed-
ded in the bore casing, and from week to
week we hear possibilities of success—that
o1l is smelt——or probably it is kerosene. The
present Government have spent a lot of

My, Corser.]
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money in that venture with very little
success.

Mr. Riorpan: We did not even get the
smell when hon. members opposite were over
here.

Mr. CORSER : We have got the smell now.

Mr. RiorDaN: Hon. members opposite have
the smell of those bonds, all right. (Govern-
ment laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: That is the hope of the
Government. The Government promised to
amend the State Advances Corporation
Act, and it was amended by increasing the
advances from £800 to £1,200; but that is
only on paper, for in practice a man is lucky
if he gets £200 on a Government valuation
of £600; and, if he is hit up in bad times
and cannot make his payments he has got to
sign a stock mortgage; and, if he does not
do that, the State Advances Corporation will
do it for him. That is the result of the Act
passed by the present Government.

Mr. CoLLins : What do you propose?

Mr. CORSER: I propose to give the
farmers fair value for their money and make
the advances in accordance with the Act.
Hon. members opposite claimed during the
last elections that they had made the Act more
liberal.

Mr. CoLLing : So we have.

Mr. CORSER: The Act is liberal, all right,
but the administration is rotten. It is only
worthy of hon. members opposite.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Whom do
you blame ?

Mr. CORSER : The hon. gentleman as much
as anybody.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUGLTURE: What Act
are you talking about?

Mr. CORSER: The State Advances Cor-
poration Act,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE:
nothing to do with that.

Mr. CORSER: The hon., gentleman has
not now, but he did have something to do
with it. He shuns it like mo=t other hon,
wentleman on the other side. Unfortunately,
it is now under the control of the Premier,
and the Government are promising to amend
it. They claim that it is not what they said
it was. The Act is all right, but the trouble
is with the regulations. The Governmong
have this beautiful Act saying that certain
advances are to be made to farmers and
farmers’ wives, and that thev are going to
have anything they want, and then they
draft a lot of regulations, and the farmer loses
the farm in the end. I have seen notices on
farms in my district during times of drought
stating * This farm has been seized by the
State Advances Corporation.” This has besn
done because the man would not sign a stock
mortgage, or because he could not pay his
intercst and his redemption.

Mr. Coruixs: What did the hon. member
for the distriet do?

Mr. CORSER: He brought that notices
down and showed it to the department. Any
man who removed that notice was supposed
to be put in gaol. I have any number of
jnstances of hardship to the country people
t+hrough drought. These people have to work,

[3fr. Corser.
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not as members of Parliament have to do—
for a few hours a day sitting down.

Mr. Corrixs: The hon. member is a mem-
ber of Parliament.

Mr. CORSER : During the life of a primary
producer who secures an advance from the
State Advances Corporation he must be suc-
cessful and not experience any droughts, or
he will have the heel of the Government
down on him. We find that the Workers’
Homes Act is to be amended to make greater
provision for the men in the city. When we
had that Bill before the House it was opposed
by Labour members, because it meant giving
to the individual worker a home and a piece
of land of his own. If ever the Country
party have an opportunity of providing land
for the farmers and also for the city workers
they will give them a frechold to make it
possible for them to own their homes. To
make a successful State they should own their
own homes and the furniture in them. When
they have got that title, they will have the
security that will make them proud citizens
of the State, and you must have proud
citizens if vou are going to have a proud
and successful State.

Mr. SIZER (Vundal): Before we pass this
first Appropriation Bill to provide for the
necds of the public service since the Govern-
ment have shown a reversal of their policy
and have taken away from public servants
those privileges which until quite recently
the Government were quite proud to laud, I
think we should have some information from
the Government on the question of their
future policy affecting the public servants.
We know that during the life of this Parlia-
ment and the last Parliament there was
great jubilation in the vanks of the Govern-
ment party becausc thev had at last granted
to the public servants the right to go to the
Arbitration Court the same as any other class
in the community. It has been said by people
outside Parliament who support the Govern-
ment that the policy of the Arbitration Court
is to raisc wages and not to d:crease them.
Knowing the reversal of the Government
policy, T want to know from the Treasurer
what 1s going to be the position with regard
to public scrvants in the future. Will they
be deprived of their automatic increases as a
rosult of the Government’s recent act? The
offect on a man with over £300 per annum
is going to be very, very harsh indeed. It is
generally recognised that public servants have
to accept a 5 per cent. reducsion, the same as
members of Parliament and people outside;
but at the same time there is no future
provision whereby a man on the £300 mark
will be protected with respect to his auto-
matic increases, and this little reduction of
5 per cent. will mean a reduction of 15 per
cent. In some cases.

Before we pass this Appropriation Bill we
should have some assurance from the Govern-
ment that the automatic increases will not be
interfered with. When the Bill to provide
for a 5 per cent. reduction in the salaries of
public servants was before the Ilouse, the
hon. member for Enoggera was anxious to
move an amendment to protect the public
servants in the matter of their automatic
inereasces, but we were informed by the Pre-
mier that he was not prepared to hear argu-
ment on that occesion by virtue of the fact
that before the hon. member for Enoggera
had an opportunity to move his amendment
the Premier rose in his place and moved—
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*“ That the question be now put.” It is unfor-
tunate that Parliament has been degraded to
such an extent as to deprive the hon. member
of an opportunity of discussing that most
important subject. Tt shows how we are
diverging from the principles of democratic
government when members of the Assembly,
clected by the people outride, can, at the
sweet will of one individual. be deprived of
the right of discussing » most important sub-
ject dealing with the honour of the CGovern-
ment in regard to a certain section of their
employees.  Ilappenings of this sort are
doing more to undermine our parliamentary
sysbem of government and to bring Parlia-
ment into disrepute and ridicule than any-
thing else one can imagine. When we con-
sider the position we should take this oppor-
tunity of discussing the question as fully as
possible, and I am glad of vour genercsity,
Mr. Chairman, in this conncetion.

The CHATRMAN: Ovder! I hope the
hon. member is not reflecting on the Chair.
{Laughter.)

Mr. BIZER: Quite the opposite. I was
paring a tribute to your fairness this evening.

The CUHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in saying I am fair this evening
and unfair on some other occasion. I hope
the hon. member will got to the resolution
before the (‘ommittee and discuss that.

Mr. BIZER: This modest little 5 per cent.
reduction in the salaries of public servants
will mean that in some cases the men will be
deprived of their automatic increases. Some
of them will really be worse off than they
were before they got the increase, end in
cheir cases it is traly a case of the proverbial
Irishman’s rise. No doubt, certain public
servants have made commitments, trusting
in the good faith of the Government that
their automatic increases would be protected,
but now they find they are to lose them in
addition to the 5 per cent. Tt is a most
unfair position, avd before the Appropriation
Bill is passed we should have every rrance
from the Government that they intend to
protect these automatic increases

I hope that some adequate provision is
made in this Appropriation Bill to remedy
the scandalous state into which some of our
State property, particularly school buildings,
nas fallen. T sympathise with the Secretary
for Public Instruction, because I halicve he
is anxious to provide those school buildings
that are necessary for the children. He
realises that many of our school buildings are
dilapidated and overcrowded, but. unfortu-
natelr, when he makes a recommendation to
the Works Department, the Works Depart-
ment hss power to turn his recommendation
down.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
My recommendations are only turned down
because of a lack of meney.

Mr. SIZER : The Govermment have had a
record loan expenditure. and yet in regard to
one primary function of the Government—the
protection of the interests of the young—thev
have to admit candidly they have not suffi-
clent money to keep these essential functions
up to a decent standard.

Mr. Rvax: They do not admit that at all.

Mr. SIZER: They must admit it. The
Government have had the money, but they
have wasted it on frivolous enterprises.
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They have neglected these essential functions
of Government, with the result that their
school buildings, rolling stock, ete., are in
such a deplorable condition that it is impos-
sible for anyone to get an adequate idea of
the true position of the State, because, in
order to do that, one has to estimate how
much it would cost to bring these school
buildings and rolling stock up to a fair and
reasonable standard.

Thr SECrrraRY ForR PuBLIC IN3TRUCTION :
The school buildings are in a better con-
dition now than ever they were.

Mr. BIZER: Some school buildings are
being erceied, and some repairs are being
atteaded to, but for every oue that has been
attended to there are ten which have becn
neglected.

Mr. Coruixs: That is not true.

Mr. 8TZER : The hon. member knows that
it is true.

Mr. Ryan: Name onc school that is falling
down.

Mr. SIZER : If the hon. mewmber will go a
few miles out to Zillmere he will sce a
school which is falling down. Tt has been
there sixty or seventy vears, and has been
condemned by the Works Department for
some considerable time. Provizien is made
for 70 or 100 children, while double the
number of children arc attending daily.

Hon., W. Foreax Syira: Do you know
that approval was given for certain work
theve this week?

Mr. SIZER: I am very pleased to hear
that. and T an glad to know that my repre-
sentations at last are bearing fruit.

Hon. W. ¥oreaN SmiTH: You never made
representations to me at all.

Mr. SIZLER: 1 did not go to the hon
gentleman. I went to the Under Secretary.
I can get better results from the Under Sec-
retary. If the hon. gentleman will go to his
Under Sceretary, he will find that the chair-
man of this school committee and myself
were with his Under Secretary within the
last month.

Hon. W. Foraax 3SymrtH: Why did you not
come to me?

Mr. SIZER: I prefer to go to the Under
Secretary.

Myr. DraxD: Is it necessary to go to you
for every little job?

Hon. W. Forcan Syird : This is not a little
job.

Mr. SIZER: I am
something is at last being done. The Secre-
tary for Public Instruction knows it has
been thought of for yecars, and he has con-

tinually done his utmost to have

[9 p.m.] the school attended to. He ex-

pressed those views to a deputa-
tion recently. We followed up that deputa-
tion by asking the Public Works Department
to try and get it as high up in the list as
possible, and I am glad to hear from the
Minister that we have got it. But where
one school is being attended to there are
twenty which are being neglected.

Mr. Corrins: That is not true.

Mr. SIZER: Tt is true. I bLelieve it
would require an enormous sum to bring
our school buildings up to date.

Mr. Kerr: A quarter of a million pounds.

Mr. Sizer.]

glad to know that
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Mr. SIZER: Far more than that.

Mr. R1orDAN : What school buildings round
here want bringing up to date?

Mr., SIZER: I do not want to use the
parish pump; but, if the hon. member would
pay a visit with me to the Sandgate school,
he would be astounded at the scandalous
condition it is in; so much so thdt we have
had to send some of our children to the
other end of the town to be educated in a
shed.

Mr. RIORDAN : Some people in the country
have to send their children 5 or 10 miles to
school.

My, SIZER: I hope that matter will be
rectified. I know of one case where an addi-
tion was carried out in my electorate to a
school which was pot in such a had condi-
tion as some of the :chools I have mentioned.
That was done without any representation
oni my part, although it is in my electorate,

Hon. W. Foreax SwmirH: Yeu have never
made any representation to me at any time
with regard to any school.

Mr. SIZER: Because the hon. gentleman
happens to live in that locality, he was
prepared to spend a big sum ot money on
additions to a new school a short time 280—
however justified it was—in preference to the
places where there was either no school at
all or the school was dilapidated.

Hon. W. Foreax Surra: Do you say that
that work was not necessary?

Mr., SIZER: I say
necessary, but nothing like as
at Zillmere, Sandgate, and in
cases that 1 have mentioned. The rcason
why that school got preference 1s, I believe,
because the hon. geutleman happens to live

that the work was
necessary as
the other

there, and also the hon. member for
Herbert.
Hon. W. Foreax Surra: My children go

to the Nundah school.

Mr. SIZER: Although it is in my elect-
orate, I say that 1t was not as urgent as
other cases,

Hon. W. ForgaN SMITH: Is it in your elect-

orat: under the redistribution of seats
scheme?
Mr. SIZER: Some of it is. It is not

fair that the hon. gentleman. by virtue of
occupying  the position of Soecretacy for
Public Yx orks, should be able to ignore the
recorumendations of his eolleague the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction to the Works
Department and overrule them at his own
sweet will,

Hon. W. Toreax Smits: You must have
been very neglectful of your dutics,

My, SIZER:

I am prepared to say that
there are in my clectorate numbers of
requests for school additions recommended
by the Secretary for Public Instruction which
are more pressing in their urgency than the
Virginia school.

Hon, W. Foreavy Suitu: This is the frst
time you have mentioned Zillmere, and never
at any time you have been In my office have
you recommended a single school. You
should go about the matter in a proper way.

Mr. SIZER: The Minister should go
about the matter in a proper way and decide
cases on their merits,

Hon. W. TORGAN SMITH:
cided on their merits.

[Mr. Sizer.
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Mr. SIZER: He should not be influenced
by the fact that he lives in a district whick
has & new school that needs an extension.

Hon, W. Forgax Smrri: I say that is abso-
Intely untrue. You do not know whas you
are talking about.

Mr. SIZER: It is true.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must accept the Minister’s denial.

Mr. SIZER : The Zillmere school was con-
demned. The Virginia school was a new
school, probably not more than two years old,
but an elaborate extension has been added to
the schnol within the last few months without

any reference to me as member for the dis-
trict.

Hon, W. FORGAN SuitH: It shows how
negleetful you are.

Mr. STZER : It shows that T have not been
shown the courtesy given by other depart-
ments. To my knowledge, I have not re-
ceived any information,

Hon. W. Forceax Sanitii: You ought to be
more careful. I can produce a copy of a
Ietter to you from the files to-morrow.

Mr. 3iZi“R: The school there was recom-

mended and granted before hundreds of
others.
The CIHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the

hon. member is not going to be guilty of
tedious repetition. Ie has repcated himself
three times in connection with the Zillmere
school.

Mr. SIZER: 1
because the Minister
is untrue.

Hon. W. Foreax Sarry:
judge of that matter.

Mr. SIZER : T notice the manner in which
your judgment runs,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will address the Chair.

Mr. SIZER: I want to know whether pro-
vision is made in this loan money to bring
into operation the Workers’ Homes Act
which has been lauded by the Government
party for a considerable time,

Mr. Riomwpax: Hear, hear!

Mr., SIZER: I gather from that ** Hear,
hear ! ” that some of this loan moner is to
be used for that purpose.

Mr. Rrorpax: 1t is time the workers got
something.,

Mr. SIZER: It is time they got some-
thing. They have been expecting it for
about seven vears and have not got it yes.
Now that the Government realise they have
lost the confidence of the industrial workers,
they are appealing to the primary producers,
and it is necessary for hon. members on
this side to ask the Government to honour
their pledges to the industrial workers. One
of the most promirent f{eatures of the
Government’s programme at the last election
was the Workers’ Homes Act, but so far
nothing has been done in regard to that
measure. Probubly in the dying days of the
session something will be done. Is there any
money provided under this Appropriation
Bill for that purpose? I hope also that
greater activity is going to take place—

Mr. RiorpaN: In taking over the trams.

Mr. SIZER: I will prcbably come to the
trams directly. I hope that greater assist-
ance will be granted to provide moneys for

want to emphasise it,
says that what I say

I am the best
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the Workers’ Dwellings Act, becausc I prefer
the Workers’ Dwellings Act to the Workers
Homes Act.

Mr. Rroupax: Do
which ?

Mr. SIZER: One is an Act which was
paszed by this party when in power, and the
other i¥ a wuscless Act which has never been
put into operation, but has simply been
dangled before the people for electioneering
purposes.

Ay, PIOPD&\ It was thrown out by your
party in the Upper House.

Mr. SIZER : The Workers’ Dwellings Act,
which was pased by the Liberal Govelnmenb
has given more homes to people than any
other Act passed in any State in the Com-
monwealth., 1 hope that sufficient provision
will be made for moner under that Act. I
hope that the Gowomm@nt arc not going to
spend any more money in perilous adven-
tures and for ':poculatno enterprises, such as
buying iron deposits in Western Australia
that will never be uszed.

Mr. Cornixs: That is not correct.

Mr. SIZER: We kuow that it will never
be used. 1 hope that there will be some
curtailment in the wasteful expenditure of
Government money on perilous entorprxses
1 hopﬂ the Government will see the wisdom
of relieving the unemployed by allowing the
people in the metropolitan area and outskirts

vou know which is

to enjos electric light facilities.

Mr. Cownixs: Under the control of the
Counnil.

DMir. bIZFP I am not concerncd about

that, so long as the people are reasouably
protected and the residents get the eomfmt
they desire. It is much better to give
(‘mpluyment to men in that way than to
icrease the vote for the payment of doles,
\xhxch has been largely added to during the
last year or so.

Hr. BWAYNE (Mirni): T understand that
a considerable amouant of loai money is
involved in this vote, and, while we are on
the subject, it is as \\(\H to draw attention
to the work paid for out cf loan account. J
have always expressed the opinicn—and I
think a large majority of the people of
Queensiand  will aszrce with me—that the
intercsts of the people weuld be better sery
if we altered the system of constructing our
railways and public buildings. We have had
the day- labour system in opcration for some
1e, aud L think I am well within the mark
when I say that under that system it costs £3
for work which we could get done for £2
under the contract system. When we are vot-
ing miilions for the constructicn of railways,
rou can :ee that, when one-third of the amount
is wasted undu the present system, it runs
into a large sum, and should make hon.
members realise the seriousness of the posi-
tion. Dealing Wltn public works, I might
drawn attention bo : question which I asked
the Premier on 26tn July last regdrdlng the
cost of the Inkerman irrigation works, and,
judging by the reply, either the Premier has
told an untruth or his informant did.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is an old enough member of this House
to know that he must express himself in
parliamentary language. I hope that, when
the hon. member is criticising, he will use
parliamentary language.
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Mr. SWAYNE: I will withdraw the state-
ment I made and substitute for it the words
that the Premier made a statement which
was not in accordance with fact. 1 will let
it stand at that.

Mr. CoLLins:
is only

Mr. SWAYNE: It is guite parliamentary.
It is nothing to the language you people
uwsed when you were in opposition. On the
26th July last. I asked the 'Treasurer the
following question:

© Is it true that the holder of a block
on the lnkerman irrigation avea, alarmed

That is nearly as bad. It
a play upon words. -

at the greatly increased cost of these
irrigation works, brought about by the

system followed by the Government in
their construction and installation, has
offered the sum of $£500, payable in
annual ijustalments of £100 per annum,
to be rcleased from his obligations in
this connection 77’

I think it will be realised thag thmgs are
very serious when a small farmer is so
alarmed at the indebtedness with which he is
likely to be saddled under this scheme that
he offers £500 to be released of his obliga-
vion. The l 1onue in reply to that guestion.
answered, *‘ No. it is not true.” I may
say that I based my question on the follow-
ing letter written to me by Mr, John Mann,
at ote time a member of this House—
“ Firstly, may I say that you ave at
liberty to use wmy namwe and to say that
I am owner of a block in the irmgation
arca, and publicly offered to  Mr.
Theodore the wum of £500, payable at
the rate of £100 per annum for flive
voars, to be allowed to withdraw trom
the scheme and mmstall my own plant to
irvigate my own farm in my own way.
My objection to the schome apart froun
its cost 1s Ulb fact that no provision has
been made for a peviod of general
drought  throughout the disivict, and.
although your cane may be drying you
have to wait your turn to water and by
the time you get the water the cane may
be too faur goune.”

Mr. CoLLINS:
1918.

Me. SWAYNE: Ic is a bond fide farmer,
and he is perfectly willing to back his
opinion to the extent of £500.

Mr. CoLpixsg
and he is a failure on his
failure all round.

Mr. SWAVYNE: After the Premnier gave
me that reply, I wired to Mr. Mann, advis-
ing him that his siatements had been denied,
and Mr. Mann sent me the following reply
by telegram, under date 3rd August:—

“Re Theodore reply your question
Inkerman block offer made as stated in
public Press still open you can coffer to
close with him on terms as stated by
you.”’

Mr. Mann, in his telegram, repeats that he
is willing to pay £500 to be released from
hix liabilities under this scheme. owing to
the bad management d(‘companvmg it. I
have another witness in the case, naied Mr.
Szalla, regarding whom tne following
appears in the “ Brisbane Courier’” of 25tk
February last:—

“In August, 1917, Mr.

Mr. Swaynre.

That, is the wman I beat in

e was a fajlure in politics,
farm. lle is a

Szalla arrived
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at Home Hill to make all specifications
and to supervise the electrical section of
the scheme. The first work was to alter
the whole layout of the electrical section,
as, in his opinion, the general distribu-
tion of lines and t1an~immels was unsuit-
able from a technical point of view.
This was a preliminary difficulty.”

Theu he goes on to say
“ The whole layout of the scheme from

the firss instance was carried out in the
dark. It was nccessary to sink trial

bores before the construction of a well, to
ascertain  whether sulficicnt water was
available, but in  very many cases

crroncous rveports weve submitted, stating
that water was availabie at a certain
point, where, in reality, no water could
be found, or the strata made well-sinking
too difficult.”
Regarding the system of day work, he says—
* Some of the employees spent time in
fishing, playing cards, and, in a word,
* loaling,” and supplied incorrect informa-
tion in order to account for waste of
time.”’

He goes on at some length in similar terms.
That is only one more 1instance in proof of
the shocking waste of money that has taken
place under Government management in the
laving out of loan money. = The interest
indebtedness already wmounts to some
£5,000.000 roughly, and it 1s increasing. We
have a large amount of loan mouneys falling
due in the near future, and I suppose we shali
have to renew them at current rates, which
are much higher than those at which the
morneys were oviginally lent. Seeing that
such a huge charge is to be thrown  on the
people of Quoendano the least the Govern-
ment might do 1s to use the best judgment,
to manage =0 far as they can to avoid
unnecessary expenditure; in other words,
make the money go as far as possible.
Under the circumstances onc would be
almost justified in moving an amcendment,
although I am not geing to do it calling
attention to the iact that public money is
wasted year after year. I think in the first
question I asked this session 1 inquired of
the Sceeretary for Public Works whether
the loan cxpenditure forczhadowed in His
Excellency's Speech was to be carried out
under thé present system, and also whether
he was not aware that that system meant a
huge liability which sconer or later would
fall upon the shoulders of the pmducer"
pmlkmg from memory, T think he accused
me of being misleading and lndcculate 1
was nothing of the kind. Anyone who has
watched occurrences kuows that I was per-
fectly right, and I say that, if anyone was
inaccurate and misleading, it was the Min-
ister. For instance, I was up at Mackay
three or four times whilst the State butcher
shop there was being built, and it was a
laughing stock. I understand the hon.
gentleman is a tradesman, and he must
know the facts, and, if he would only say
what he knows to be true-—it is said that
open confession is very often good for the
soul—he would admit that money is being
wasted. I ray that anyone, having made a
promise as he has in his oath of office to
do his duty by the people of Queensland,
is not carrying out his oath unless he does
$0.

The CHAIRMAN :
ber will withdraw that statement.

{Mr. Swayne.

I hope the hon. mem-
1 would
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like to point out to him that iz is
a serlous veflection—perhaps he doe

not
realise its gravity—to say that a Minister is
not keeping his oath of office.

How, W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
In addition, I think that the hon. member
should apoloo*:“ (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. SWAYNE: T think myself—

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon.
to withdvaw that statement.

Mr. SWAYNE: I did withdraw it.
The CHAIRMAN: I did
hon. member, and I think 1

keen hearing.

Mr. SWAYNE : T withdraw. This is the
first question I asked this scssion—

member

not hear  the
have pretty

‘1. In connection with the list of
public works mentioned by His Iixcel-

leney the Governor when optnuh Par-
liamient as being part of the progranme
to be dealt swith during this session, is
it the Government’s intention to carry
them out under the system of day work
now prevailing on (,;ovelmnent Jobs; or
will they introduce a systemn of piece or
contract work where counditions  are
favourable for it?

“2. If the former, is he aware of the
excessive cost of our railways and other
public ‘\’\‘01‘1\>, brought about by construc-
tion under this method of late years, and
the huge load of unproductive indcbted-
ness alyeady piled up theveby, to be a
heavy burden of indebtedness in years
to come upon our producers?’’

I might =ay that part of the Government’s
programme is borrowing only for reprodue-

tive works, and, if there is one plank that
the (fovernment have shatiered more than
another, it is that. The answer to the ques-
tion, az I have already enid, was that it was
inaccurate and misleading.

Hon. W. TForeax S:umri: So it is. 1 say

Lgain.
Mr. BWAYNE: It was nothing of the

kind,
decision Dhetween us to

and 1 feel quite but(’ in leaving the
the electors. If cver
there was an Administration which squan-
dered the public moneyr, it iz the jpresent
Administration.

Hon. W. Foreax Syrmm: Something like
the money zoun squnndm“od over that saw-
will at Alligator Creek., Have you paid
Mactjueen's wages yet?

Mr. SWAYNE: You are making untrue
statemients. I think the people of Queensland
will know how to deal with the Minister when
the time comes.

Hon. W. Foreay Saita: They will know
how to deal with you about that. Did your
kanakas get their wages?

Mr. SWAYNE: Again untrue. I should

like to quote another misleading answer—I
think that is parliamentary—to a question,
given to me by the Premier this session. The
fon. member for Rockhampton made cheap
political capital at the expense of members of
the Country party in the Federal Legislature,
and tried to discredit them by means of an
innuendo under cover of a question in this
House. My memory went back to the atti-
tude of our friend here, and so { asked the
Premier—

“1. Did he not once advise against a
request being made for an increase in
the price of sugar from £21 per ton to
£24 per ton?
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¢ 2. If the then price of £21 per ton
had been adhered to. could the amount
of £6,000,000, mentioned by the hon.
member for Rockhampton in his question
of 18th July, have bern paid in wages to
employees last year?”
And the answer to that was, “No.” He
denied ever having given advice.
My, Forpe: The Premier of Queensland
has done more for the sngar industry than
any other man in Australia.

Mr. SWAYNE: I shall simply read the
report of a meetiag of sugar representatives
which he attended on behalf of Queensland,
and, quote his own words as given in the
public Press, and lcave it to public opinion
to decide whether he was telling the truth
or not.

19.30 p.m.]

Mr. CoLLINé :
quoting ?

Mr. SWAYNE: T am quoting from a daily
paper of 8th October, 1918. One of the dele-
gates, Mr. T. A. Powell, moved—

‘“ That, in the opinion of this conference.
to enable a remunerative price to be paid
for cane, tho price for raw sugar should
be fixed at a minimum of £24 per ton at
the mill, so long as the present factors
remained unalieved, and, if nccessary,
the price of relined sugar should be in-
creased, and if labour and other costs
arc incressed, the price of raw sugar
should be inereased proportionately.”

Theodore said—

“ He thought it would be unwise to ask
for £24 por ton. 1if they asked for £22
in the hope of gefting it there might
prove to be business in 1t.”

What newspaper are vou

=
5

Yet the hon. gentleman denies now that he
ever advised to that effect. If that is not
advice, 1 do not know what is. He and
the then Scerotary for Agriculture (Flon. W.
Lennon) were the representatives of  the
Government at that conference. In further
confirmation of the Premici’s action on that
occasion, 1 notice that ZIr. Lennon said—

“ He centirely agreed with Mr. Theo-
dore’s view that thev must be moderate
in their requests. They must remember
that the present price was a war price.”

In the face of that, I would like again to
draw attention to the Premier’s an-wer. If
ever there were good grounds for the carry-
ing of a motion of want of confidence in any
Administration, they arce to be found in the
way in which this Administration prevarieate,
stdestep, give misleading answers to questions
which hon. members are perfectly entitled to
ask, and make statements which are not in
accordance with facts,

Mr. FRY (Kuwridpa): This vote entails a
fair amount of loan money. I wish to reply
to seme questions which have been asked on
the Government side about Western Australia.
I have collected facts concerning Western
Ausiralia. Probably, when they hear them,
Government members will not be so prone to
inquire about Western Australia, because it
cotipares more than favourably with Quecns-
land. Whilst Queensland has mad= no pro-
vision for the redemption of its loans, Western
Australia has made every provision, and now
has in hand more money than is required to
meet the payments of loans which are matur-
ing. Though last year it showed a deficit of
£719,634, Western Australia actually provided
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a sum of £780,000 to meet the repayment of
loans. So that, though it would appear to
have shown a deficit, on the actual facts it
has shown a surplus of about £60,000. These
facts are supplied by the Auditor-General of
Western Australia, and cannot be refuted.
Whilst the public debt of Western Australia
is  £41,000,000 after allowing for maturing
loans—the money for which 1s provided-—the
Queensland public debt amounts to £86,000,000.
During the period that this Government have
been in office, they have increased our national
debt by £34.000,000—almost as much as the
total mnational debt of Western Australia.
They have done that in seven snort veavs by
maladministration and by spending money as
a prodigal would spend it. Whilst Western
Australia has made som: provision for the
redemption of loans, the Queensland Govern-
ment have made no provision whatever. but
have gone on squandering the money here, |
there, and everywhere. Are you not aware,
Mr. Chairman. that the Government run
forty-nine motor-cars round Brisbane; prac-
tically every member using a motor-car to go
to the butcher shop and get his szusages, and
in carting his fricnds around Brisbane?
expense in that direction is anything between
£50,000 and £100,000, and the Government
will net give us any information about if.

Mr. GicLies: That is not true.

Mr. FRY : The money i¢ being squandered
on joy rides: and, notwithstanding the fact
that we have on record a motion passed by
this Chamber ordering the Government to
supply that information. the Government have
not producesd the figures. When the facts are
made known which are now being covered up.
it wiil be an eye-opaner for the men and
women who have placed thoiv confidence in a
Government which allegedly is a Labour
Government. We have maturing in three
vears loans to the amonnt of about £28.000,000.
That must be repaid, and not a penny is pro-
vided for its repayment. A Sinking Fund is
provided for the repayment of the American
loan and the interest on it. The lenders of
the dollar loan insisted on the provision of
that Sinking Fund; they werc not going to
take any risk. What have the Government
done in providing for the repavment of the
loans which are falling due? It is commmon
knowledge throughout the length and breadth
of the land that the Government have lost
the confidence of the people outside, who are
only waiting for an opportunmity to turn
them out of office. Anv Government which
secures the Treasury benches will have to
moot big deficits and the loans which are
falling due, and they will have nothing with
which to meet them. The revenue last year
was  £40.689 more than the Government
expected to receive; and they spent £235,757
less than thoy expected to spend. At the end
of June the Government had a deficit of
£183.592. and at the end of July they had a
surplus of £153,000. IJow did that state of
affairs come about? Were the accounts so
arranged to deceive the uncmployed, or was

it dor~ to keep those pronle who had placed
their confidence in the Government in the
dark?

Mr, Brexsan: What does the hon. mem-

ber c¢are about the unemployed?

Mr. FRY: I have done wmore for the
unemploved than the hon. member for Too-
woomba, and where mv electorate will return
me next time with a big majoritv the elec-
torate of the hon. member for Toowoomba
will not return him at all. The people of

My, Fry.]
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Queensland realise that their true friends are
the National party—a party which represents
the working man more justly and more
honestly than the present Labour party. The
present Government are not the old party,
and, when they ask for money, we must
review their past. At the 1920 general elec-
tion the Government stated that there would
be no retrenchment and no reduction in
wages, and within a few weeks and before
the words had stopped resounding through
the country they had dismissed 2,000 men
from the railways and another 1,000 or so
from the other various departments. We
find Government members afraid to stand up
in this Committee and give voice to their
opinions, We have been in session five weeks,
and the Government members have had
every opportunity of raising a protest against
the actions of the Government; but to-day
they conlirm the Government action by cast-
ing their votes In a way expressing confi-
dence in the Government, and they have thus
confirmned everything that has been done.

Mr. BrexnaN: What about that bribe?

Mr FRY: The less the
says about bribery the better. 1 would not
like to trust him. I have in my electorate
a school which has been built for some con-
siderable time, and during boisterous weather
the litrle children are compelled to carry
out thei: classes under conditions not at all
favourable to their health and wellbeing.

Mr. CraytoN: The hon. member ought to
go to the country and see them under the
achools.

Mr. FRY: I am dealing with the West
Iind school, and T will deal with country
schools later. The reports in connection with
this school have been more or less favour-
able to the work being carried out; but
year in and year out nothing is done, I am
not going into detail on this matter. because
the Minister has been on the premises and
he knows what is required. Apart from
propping up a board or two and doing a
little painting, nothing has been done in the
interests of the poor * kiddies” to give them
a chance to roceive their education under
favourable circumstances. ¥For some years
there has been some sort of a lukewarm
movement in connection with the establish-
ment of a High School at South Brisbane.
We are told that the Central Technical
College and the Brisbane High School are
overcrowded, and here is an opportunity to
build a school worthy of the name of =
school and a monument of the Government’s
intercsts in the children.

hon. member

The SeCRETARY FOR PPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It will be started this year or early next
N ¥
year.

Mr. FRY : I am very pleased to hear the
Minister saz that. I can assure him that I
do not want it started the day after the elec-
tions, because in that case some of our own
party may have the pleasure of laying the
foundation stone.

I would like to defend the unemployed and
the working man, The Premier, in deliver-
ing a speech the other night, asked if the
country was not prosperous and the people
had not the confidence in the State how it
came about that there were 70,000 people ai
the Exhibition, all of them showing evidence
of prosperity. It was because of the spirit
of independence and self-reliance of the

[Mr. Fry.
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people that make them so proud of them-
selves that they like to go out as well dressed
as they possibly can; but under those clean-
looking coats there beats a very sorry heart
and in that clothing, which appeared to be
the clothing of the prosperous, was the work
of the poor mother who had probably put in
her hours trying to make her old clothes
look respectable, and in repairing the young-
sters’ clothing in order to get then: ready for
the show. That is how it is that they all
look prosperous—no thanks to the present
Government, who ruthlessly turned the
father out of employment, and who have
been during the last seven years endeavour-
ing to foist on the community measures which
have retarded the develcpment of the State.
We saw at the Exhibition the produce and
the handiwork of our pecple, and that
should be to us a very great lesson. It
showed the great resources of the State and
what could be done if attention was con-
contrated on developing the State. It was
only last week—really at the ecleventh hour—
a deathbed repentance, when the Government
are clutching at anything they can get hold
of in order to save them from the here-
after, or whatcver is coming to them—that
they intreduced a Bill to encourage primary
production.

Mr. BespixeToy : There was nothing in it

Mr. FRY : It reminds mc of a man dress-
ing his window and making a great display
and having no stock behind it. That is the
position with the present Gowvernmont. We
challenge the Government to go to the coun-
try; we challenge them to go to the people
and sayv, < Here we are! We ask for an
cxpression of confidence. We have kept our
promises.” When the Government went to the
elections in 1920 they had a majority of twenty,
which has now dwindled down to a majority of
one, and, including the Speaker, a raajority
of two. [ promise the Government that they
will got a very warm 1'ccepti0n when the_‘af
go to the people and again ask for their
confidence. Thew are not game to go. When
the Treasurer asked for two months’ supply,
1 asked him if that was sufficient to cover
the election period, and he replied, * No.”
The more’s the pity that the country must go
on for another twelve months under the
control of a Government who do_not possess
the confidence of the people. Paradoxical
as it may seem, while they have one of a
majorit:, they have 20,000 of a minority
so far as the voters of the State arc con-
cerned. Yet they hang on to office; Is it
not a fact that even during this session they
were defeated twice? Ts 1i not a fact that
they were saved on two occasions by the
casting vote of the Speaker and on six or
seven occasions by the casting vote- of the
Chairman? Is it not a fact that they were
able to hang on to officc on several occasions
by one vote only?  If that is not hwniliat-
ing enough for the Government, have we
not the spectacle that sitting behind the
Government they have two sections tearing
at one another’s throats? Tf that is not suffi-
cieat, how much more Is required to humi-
liate the Government? Not only have they
not the confidence of the pesple outside,
but, if it were not for the fact that their
very jobs depend on it, many hon. members
opposite would be persuaded to cxercise a
free decision and cast their votes against
the Government.

Mr. Brexxax: Did you not vote for the
reduction in salaries?
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Mr. FRY: I voted for a reduction of
tnembers’ salaries.
Mr. Brexvan: Of course you did; you

had to vote as you were told,
Mr. FRY : Don’t be silly.
The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order !

Mr. FRY : I am not going to bother about
the hon. member for Toowoomba and his
nane interjections.  He is introducing per-
sonal matters which are worthy of the hon,
gentleman.  So far as the Nationalists are
concerned, we are the party who have the
confidence of the workers™ of this State.
iGovernment laughter.)

Mr. Brennan: You are a funny man.

~Mr. FRY: Hon. members opposite think
vhey have the confidence of the workers, vet
they are afraid to face them. They a.ppryoaich
the electors like a naughty bov approaches
his father when he has a stick in his hand,
ﬁe goes up and says, ‘1 love you, father,”
but he is not game to go near him. That
is the position of hon. members opposite,

Mr. BReENNAN : Who do you say represents
the people in this Chamber ? )

Mr. FRY (to Mr. Brennan): I say, we do.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I h
hon. member will address the Chair(.mo the

Mr, BrexNaN: I am very sorrv for the
neople. }

Mr. FRY: You may be sorry for the
people, and the people are sorry they elected
you. ’

Hon., W. Foreax Swite: Your party ave
sorry that a certain schemc fajled, h

)fl‘y{r. FRY: What is the Minister speaking

Mr. Brexvan: I will give you two guesses,

Mr. FRY : If hLe is referring to the £3.500
case, I may say that he knows more about
ir than any member of the Nationalist party.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

TMI‘. FRY: Any Minister who sits on the
irea.sury benches and makes such an insinua.
tion 18 not worthy of the position he occupies,

The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem.
‘o‘er 18 not in order in making a statement of
itgat nature, and I hope he will withdraw

Mr. FRY: If it is unparliamentare
withdraw it, but I do notlknow what"thg
non. gentleman is talking about. e is talk.
ing ambiguoysly and in keeping with the
method in which he is carrying out his policy
as exhibited during the last seven vears.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Draycon): The pre-
sent policy as outlined by the Government is
A continuation of their policy of * Rorrow all
we (Q:,anzvtax all we can; and spend all we
can.”  When we come to look at the figures
for the last year of the Denham Government
and thosgz for the present vear, we find an
mereage In income tax and {and tax alo
£2,465.\839.. In one item alone—land chxif
there_ Is an 1ncrease of £480,000. We find also
that t.hore Is an increase in rents, survey [ees
and timber licenscs of £332.182. Who carries
that burden? Who have to pay these
increases? In the first place, in spite of the
slump in cattle and products of that kind,
the Government have raised the selectors’
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rents as much as 100 per cent., and have
made the increase retrospective for seven
vears, which has put many a hard-working
grazier into a very difficult financial position.
Then again, there has been a large increase
in timber royalties. When the present Go-
vernment came into office the working man
who wanted to build a hosae for himself could
buy the very best pine for housc-building at
£1 6s. per 100 fect: to-day he has to pay £3
7s. per 100 feet for the same class of timber.
That means a dirvect tax which the Govern-
ment have put on every worker’s home of
nearly £100. The Government have taken
£5,000,000 @ year more from the taxpayers
than previous Governments.  Theve has.
therefore, been £5.000,000 less to snend in
industry. If that amount of money had becn
left in industry, there would have been
no unemployment in Queensland to-day. It
would have been spent on manufacturing our
own raw materjals, and there would have
been plenty of work for every man at a
reasohable rate of wages; but the Govern-
ment have taken the money and wasted it.
The bulk of the working people scarcely
realise that every fresh loan is another mort-
gage on industry. The Government have
gone very heavily into debt. They are like
a  farmer who mortgages his farm and
increases his overdraft every year, and cven
borrows moncy to pay his interest. He can
have a good time for a while, but the day of
reckoning will come. Ile will find that he
will have to pay the interest on the money
borrowed, and that the interest is a firsi
charge on the farm. 1t is exactly the same
with regard to a nation. The Government
are borrowing all they can, and faxing all
they can. The Treasurer and other hon.
members opposite say that the bulk of the
£480.000 reccived from the land tax is
placed on the business pecople, and a great
denl of it in Brisbane. I quite believe that a
great deal of it rests on the business houses
in Brishane, and that is responsibie for the
high price of clothing and the high cost of
living in Brisbane and other places.

Mr. Corrivs: That is not true,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Tt is true. Who pays
the Jand tax? VYou can put £10.000 on a
business house, but the money has to be
added to the price of the articles sold, and
that is the reason why the worker is prac-
tically unable to live on the wages he is
getting to-day. It is cruel to reduce his
wages without reducing the cost of clothing
and lightening taxation. The Government
try to throw dust in the oves of the electors
by saying that they are going to spend part
of the money they are horrowing upon irri-
gation schemes. TIs there one irrigation
scheme in Australia that has lightened the
burden of the taxpayers? What is the
experience we have had with the nresent
Covernment? They started an irrigation
scheme at Inkerman.

Mr. Corixs: Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The taxpavers will
not say “Hear., hear!” The Auditor-
General tells us that the expenses of carryving
out that irrigation scheme arc so great that
it will mean £7 per acre in water rates to
cover the interest on the debt. In the
Southern States £1 an acre is the highest
water rate charged, and that is at a distance
of 50 miles from Melbourne; and those peopie
have the Melhourne market for their pro-
ducts, otherwise they could not pay £1 an

Mr. Bebbinaton.]
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acre. 'The average rate of assessment in

irrigation areas is bs. an acre.

The TreasURER: That is absolutely incor-
rect.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Can the hon. gentle-
man point to an irrigation arca in Australia
where that is not so?

The TREASUBRER: Yes;
higher than that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is a very big

at Mildura it is

difference between £1 and £7. The Pre-
mier knows that neither sugar lands nor
any other lands can carry water rates

amounting to £7 an acre. We will have to
wine off £3 to £4 an acre. and the taxpayer
will have to carry it. The taxpayer has
already got to pay £3 or £4 an acre rates
for the scheme at Inkerman. If the Govern-
ment  are going to spend  £3,000,000 or
£4.000.000 in irrigation on the Dawson River,
then bofore the scheme is comapleted it will
cost £8.000.000 or more. That will put a
further burden on the taxpaver. That will
mean that for every snit of clothes purchased
in Brichane a man will have to pay an extra
3s. for the sake of havine the irrigation area
o7 the Dawson. That is what it means, and
nohbody can get away from it. When we are
deuling with taxation we must vemember
that cvervthing has got to come out of
industry, and industry js the first charge on
wages, When we realize that the irrigation
works in Queensland will mean millions more

in taxation, we know exactly where we
stand.
Mr. BrexNa¥: Did you say that industry
is the first charge on wages? You are
wrong.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am right. If you
manufacture an article the charge comes out
of the industry.

The CHAIRMAN: Order? T hope the
hon. gentleman will address the Chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN: The hon. member
for Toowoomba has a very high opinion of
hitself to-night.

Mr. FErpmixstoxzt: The dar  we ccle-
brate.”
Ar. BEBBINGTON: It mar be the day

we celebrate; but there is not a man on this
side of the IHouse who would like to celebrate
stuch a thing.

OrposiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No man would cver
dare to make such an offer to anv member
on this side of the House, as he would get
knecked down if he did.

OpposrtioN MEMBERS: IHear, hear! and
laughter.

Mr. PorLock : The price is fixed.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is a. fairly big
price.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will address the Chair and deal
with the resolution before the Committee.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Labour party
ured to be against borrowing; but now they
are plunging the country into debt. and the
intercst on the national debt is rising every
yvear by nearly £500.000. Since this Govern-
ment. took office the interest bill has been
increased from £1.600.000 to £3.300.000. A
good deal has been said about the benefit
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the primary producers are getting from the
Government, but they are getting absolutelvy
nothing but what thov are paying for. As
a matfer of fact, they are paying £1 for
what they could get for 6d. They are going
to pay £1 for organising the Premier’s way
that I could do for 6d.

Question—That the resolution be agreed to
—put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CuATRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for a later hour
of the sitting.

The resolution was reccived and agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
Vore ox Account, £4,500,000.
(Mr. Kiswun, Brisbanre, in the chair.)
The TREASURER moved—

“{a} That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year
1922-1923. a further sum not exceeding
£2,000,000 be granted out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of Quesnsland,
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

“(b) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on account,
for the service of the year 1922-1923, a
further sum not exceceding £1,250,000 be

granted from the Trust and Special
Funds.

‘“(e) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on

account, for the service of the year
1922-1923, a further sum not exceeding
£1.250.000 be granted from the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.”

Question put and passed.

The Heouse resumed.

The Cuarnmax reported that the Commit-
tee had come to certain resolutions, and asked
leave to it again.

The resumption ef the Committee was
made an Opder of the Dax for to-morrow.

The resolutions were received and agreed to

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. L
ALL STAGES.
A Bill, founded on the resolutions, was
introduced, and passed through all its stages
without discus:ion or amendment.

SUPPLY.
FINanciAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF
COMMITIEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, DBrisbanc, in the chair.)
Question stated—

“That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year
1922-1923, a sum not cxceeding £300 to
defray the salary of the Aide-de-Camp
to Tiis Hxcellency the Governor.”

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.





