
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

FRIDAY, 11 AUGUST 1922 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



618 [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUES'riONS. 

DEcLARATION OF PERTH LABOUR CoxvEOiTION
" No ANNEXATIONS AND No PENAL INDEili

NITIES. '' 

)Mr. COLLINS (JJou:en) asked the Pre
n1lcr-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the c 1bled report of a statement con
tained in a note issued by Groat Britain 
to the Allies and Americ:" regar·ding w.u 
debts and reparations, to the effect that: 
-' Britain is prepared, subject to the 
just claims of other parts of the Empire, 
to abandon all further rights to German 
reparations, and all further payments 
from her "\llics. provided this renuncia
tion is part of the general plrm, believing 
that a general s·ottloment will be more 
valuable to mankind than the most suc
cessful enforcement of legal obligations '• 

" 2. Does not the above prove that the 
Federal Labour convention, which sat in 
Perth in 1918, was on sound and just lines 
when it laid down as one of the bases 
of negotiations for peace that there should 
be no annexations and no penal indemni
ties? 

"3. \Yas not the attitude of the Perth 
Convention in accGrd with the views 
cxprc s0d by the late Hon. W. E. Glad
storw, when hJ said: 'I painfully reflect 
that, in almost every political controversy 
of the la>t fifty years, the leisured classes, 
the educated classes, the wealthy classes, 
the titled classes, have been in the wrong. 
The common people-the toikrs, the men 
o£ uncommon sense-these have been 
rhponsiblc for nearly all of the social 
reform measures which the world accepts 
to-day'"? 

The PREJ\ciER (Hon. E. G. Thcodorc, 
Cliillac/o.) rc;,licd

" 1. Y0'S. 

"2. Yes. 
"3. Yes." 

CuRTAJLc1IENT OIT ·WEATHER BUREAU REPORTS. 

Mr. KIRWAN (llrislnmr), in the absence 
of Mr. Fordc (Rockhampton) asked the Pre-
111Ier~ 

" 1. Has his attention beon drawn to 
the paragraph which appeared m 
Wednes-day's 'Courier,' in "\vhich it is 
stated, inter alia:-' Notvvithstanding 
protests in Parliament and elsewhere, the 
Common,vea1th Government is proc:edjng 
with its plan of curtailing the useful 
weather s'rviocs rendered to the public 
and particularly to the man on the land ' ? 

"2. Is he aware that, from yesterday, 
the local weather bureau propo,es to dis
continue the usual daily forecasts to Chil
ders, Clermont, Boulia, Cooktown Chin
chilla, Cooroy, Croydon, J andowae, 
Jericho, Ilfracombe, \Varwick, and Thar
gomindah, which is a farcical and camou
fia~od effort at oconon1y? 

,; 3. vVill he make suit.ablc representa
tions to the Commonwealth Government 
with a view to having thc .. ,o useful servicPs 
restored immediately? 

"4. Is he aware that the 'book ' saving 
tha\ will be ·effcctc•d bv the discontinuance 
of useful telegraph "weather reports is 
infinitesimal in comparison with the waste 
nf rnblic money bv the Commonwealth 
Gon>rnrnent at Cockatoo Island Dock
yanl, at Canungra, and other places ,, ? 

The PREMIER replied
" l, ·y{'S, 

'' 2. 1:~cs. 

'' 3. Yes. 
"4. That is a matter on which I ha Ye 

:no inforrnation." 

J\IoxEY IxYESTED THROcGH ToT.\LISATOR AT 
ALB!OX pARK. 

Mr. MOORE (A.1lbign'') asked the .. \ttornev-
Gencral- ~ · 

" 1. \Vhat an1ount of n1oncv wa~ 
inve'ted through the totalisat>r at" Albion 
Park from 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 
1922? 

"2. I-Io,·, n1uch of the an1ount \vas 
received by the Government? 

" 3. Hem- much of the amount wont to 
the proprietors?" 

The 1\TTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J 
Mc!llan, Flindcrs) replied--

" 1. £193,101 Ss. 
" 2. £11,661 19s. 9d. 
" 3. This information is not supplied to 

the Justice Department." 

RETE;;noN ON ELECTOHAL RoLLS OI' KA:IIES OF 
DISQUALIFIED I'ERSOXS. 

J'vlr. GREEK (1'o1cnsville) asked the 
Attorney-G c~ncral-

" 1. In view of the fact thRt hundreds 
of narncs arc re+ ained on olertoral rolls, 
often for very considerable pcriode, after 
the per ,o!u named have left the districts 
for v hi eh tlwv at·e enrolled and have 
taken up resiJ8rwe jn other di;:tdcts, will 
he introduco legislation :rnakinP,' such 
amendments in the prc,cnt Elections Act 
ns ar-: nece-.sar,; to brin!! o bout some 
degree of purity in the State electoral 
rollR ? 

"2. If he will not introduce such 
rnnending legislation, will he if--me instruc
tions to all officer" t oncerued that a 
strict compliance with scction 25 (2) of 
the Art mn:-:t be enfor,·cd in cas.:;; whore 
it is known that an Ploctor has taken up 
rC'sidcnc~' perm; ncnt]y in another dis
trict and is required to enrol for snch 
oth:r d13t-rict? 

"3. (a) Does ho consider that it is in 
nccord ,,-ith tho spirit of the Elections 
Act that the following names, viz.:-

1101, Dash, John, ·wills st., union 
secretary, 

1102. Da .h, Violet, Wills st., domestic 
duties, 

306, Bland, Lily M:ay, \Yills st .. 
housnmaid-

e.hould be r<etained on the roll for th<> 
rrO\VllSYillo district. when. [l,S it is well 
known, these persons have resided in 
Btisbane for nearly t\vo ye .a~. and are 
enrol! d o!l the Bri .. bano Federal roll? 
(b) Will ho isouo instructions for. the 
prm'<'cution of these persons for fmlure 
to ccmply with section 25 (2) of the Act? 
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" 4. On whose instructions, and by what 
authoritY, were the following names 
rciusUited on Le rolls for the di,-tricts 
J \JH1 1 1oncd, aftc1~ such names had, in 
a<_ cot rlance ·with the provisions of the 
EJeci ion,1 Act, been erased:-

llowen Roll-
K<·lly, John J oscph, Brandon 

Club Hotel, lic(>nsed victualler. 
Charters Towe1·s Roll-

Ilayu, I\largaret, Metropolitan 
H0tcl, housewife, 

llayes, rrhotnas A.ugu .tine, 1iot~ 
roptllitan Hotel, licensed victualler?" 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GE~ERAL replied-
" 1. This quc'-,tion is based on incorrect 

premises. Any amendment of the exist
ing electoral Act which this Government 
ronsidcrs nc0cssary will bo made in due 
course. 

" 2. Sl'o answer to No. 1. 
"3 and 4. The matter is being inquired 

into." 

CJRCt:LAR IssuED BY NoRTHER~ CocNTRY 
l'ARTY IN HE :'\AMES m; ELECTORAL ROLLS. 

1\Ir. l'OLLOCK (Urcgory) asked the 
A ttornr-y -G onerf! l-

" I-lns his attention been dra,vn to a 
circular, issued b0· the 2'\orthern Country 
p.aty, and dated 23rd June, 1922, headed 
· Urgent,' in which, inter alia, graziers 
and others r,re invited to forward a list 
of the names of those men who are 
working on their holdings, and especially 
to put a tick opposite the names of those 
who a1·e believed to be supporters of the 
:\'orthern Country party, in order that 
the latter body may remove Labour 
voters, and thus secure what would be a 
clean -roll!'' 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL replied-
,, 'rho circular in qur>;tion, like many 

others issued b': the ::\' orthern Country 
party, i ,,, part of a cunning schen1e being 
operated for the disfranchisement of the 
nomadic population of this State; but 
the honourable. mernber rna-v rest assured 
that this Government's policy will be 
rnsintained-namely. thu,t every citizen 
entitled to vote shall bo afforded m·cry 
facility so to do." 

REDC0TIO~ oF RENTALS r~ CATTLE Cou:<rTRY. 

J\lr. J\lOOllE C·htbirn"J), in the absence of 
Mr. i\Iors-an (:liuri/'u), asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. Has hi.~· atJ0ntlon been dra\Yll to 
the fact. that, owing to the lnmp in 
beef, pastoral rcntals in the Argentine 
have bpou reduced by 50 per cent.? 

"2. \Yill he bring about a similar 
reduction in rcn tals in ea ttle country in 
Queensland?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrtgo) replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2. See ansv;or to X o. 1." 

PAPER 

The foilowing paper was la.id on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report by the Royal Commission 
appointed to inquire into and report 

upon a proposal to extend the 
:Dawson Valley Railway from 
Baralaba the present terminus, to 
Castle c,:cok, a distance of 53 miles. 

SUPPLY. 
FINAl\CIAL STATE~!E~T-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

("11r. J{.:ncan, JJri· banr, in the chair.) 

Question stated-
" That there be granted to His 

M ajcsty for the service of the year 1922-
1923 a ~um not exceeding £300 to defray 
the 'salary of the aide-de-camp to His 
Excellency the Governor." 

Mr. VOvYLES (Dalby): Last night we had 
the nrivilege of listening to the Treasurer 
deliv~ring a fighting speech, which was really 
the climax of a dying Government. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You want to look up the 
dictionarv for the meaning of the word 
,; clin1ax.'' 

Mr. VOvVLES: That speech was a record 
of incapacity and ineptitude; it was a 
tragedy. \Ve are told now that the Govern
ment, after hrtving to study economy, after 
having broken all the promises they made to 
their supporters throughout the _State _that 
thev would not retrench the pubhc service
and having done so to the tune of about 
£300,000-propose to end their financial 
carf!er with a deficit of £576,000. If over the 
writing was on the wall, it is on the wall 
so far as the present Government are 
concerned. 

Mr. PEASE : You have said that before. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I have said it before, and 
I say it now. \Vhcn we fin~ the very Labour 
organisatious and the officwl newspapers of 
the L11bour party telling the occupants of 
the 'l'rcasury benches that they no longer 
are fitted ro be there, and calling upon them 
to do the proper thing-to get out and give 
the electors the opportunity to decide who 
has tho right io oceupy those benches-the 
climax has arrivcci. 

J\;Ir. DASH: You cannot read print. 

Mr. VOWLES: Even the children in the 
street are t:' !king ,, bout the Government, 
"·hercver ''OH go. 'vVhen you find a record, 
such as is" disclosed in tbe !financial S~ate~ 
men+ ,,·hich was delivered to us last mght, 
bcin~ submitted to the people-in which we 
are told that we are going to have th1s year 
the biggest revenue on record in Queens· 
!rmd; when \Ye arc told that the pu~lic 
servants mu•t be rctremched, and that tney 
should be compelled to economise; when it 
is urged that the ge':cral_ public :3houl_d be 
compelled to economise m all duoctwns; 
ancl when in the face of all that, we find 
that the ~nlv institution which is not going 
to follow th'at example is the Government, 
we must come to the conclusion that the 
cp,· of the people is a good cry, and that 
tho time has arrived for the Government to 
retire. \Ve a1·e told that a. revenue of 
£12,779.000 is anticipated for thts ye:1.r. We 
arc told, further, that it is proposed to spend 
from loan moneys a sum of £4,929,000. The 
Treasurer is silent as to what amount of 
money is to b~ taken from Trust Funds, but 
I ant~icipate that during this financi~l yoar 
the Government will have the handlmg of, 
approximately, £20,000,000. The pe~sons 
who are chicflv interested in the expenditure 
of that moncv' arc the provident and indus
trious people' in the community; because, 

'Mr, Vowles.] 
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when all is said and done, those are the 
persons who, in the future, will be called 
upon to pay the interest on the money whic_h 
is going to be expended, whether 1t 1s 
expended judiciously or otherwise. In the 
first year cif office of the Labour Government 
they had a revenue of £7,671,000. To enable 
them to carry on the same services to-day 
they require £5,100,000 more than that 
amount. Last vear the Treasurer estimated 
that the revem1o would be £12,270,000. He 
actually received £12,331,000. He actually 
spent in addition the sum of £188,000, 
making a gross expenditure for that year of, 
approximately, £12,500,000. This year it is 
proposed to expend the sum of £12,779,540, 
which will be an increase on last year's 
transactions of £279,000, leaving a deficit 
of £576,000, which will have to be provided 
for in the future. I pointed out before that 
this would have been a record deficit had it 
not been that the Government saw fit during 
the last few months to better their position 
at the exponoe of the public worker • of the 
State to the extent of £300,000. Interest 
is one of the big items that the Govern
ment have to make provision for. The 
amount of intere<t required annually is in 
the neighbourhood of £3,600,000. 

Mr. GrLDAY: Who brought that about? 
Mr. VOWLES: I will show the hon. mem

ber- how some of it was brought about. 
\Vhen the Government first took office the 
public debt of Que•msland was £52,000,000, 
and to-day it is £85,000,000. In the last 
seven years the GoYernment have spent 
£33,000,000 of borrowed money, a good part 
of which was borrowed at a very high rate 
of intereo,t. When we come to analyse the 
per capita position, we find it is a rather 
serious one. If you go back to the time 
when the GoYernment acquired the 'I'reasury 
benches and look at those pamphlets which 
were referred to in this Chamber last night, 
more particula,rly the pamphlet entitled 
"The Great Loan Tragedy," for which the 
preJent Treasurer and his recent colleague, 
Mr. Fihdly, wero responsible, :·ou will find 
that they said-

" Do you kno1.v that a man, his \vife, 
and family in Queensland owe £400, and 
do you know that a man, his wife, and 
family of four children pay £18 per 
year in interest in Queensland?" 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: What does he pay now? 
Mr. VOWLES : He pays no'' £27 a year 

in interest, and the family debt has increased 
from £400 to £672; and it is proposed now 
to expend a sum of money on a falling 
revenue which will be equivalent to £16 per 
head of the population. On the subject of 
borrowing, I would like to draw the atten
tion of the Treasurer and this Committee to 
some of the statements that have been made 
on ot,her occasions inside and outside of this 
Chamber by prominent gentlemen associated 
with the Government. Although the Trea
surer has gone into a lot of detail, and 
although there is a lot of verbiage in his 
Financial Statement, there are manv impor
tant matters which ha.-.-, been 'skilfully 
evaded. 2'\o referenco has been made to our 
maturing loans. iVhat is proposed to be 
done in respect to that matter? If you look 
at the Auditor-General's report for last year. 
you will find thAt in 1924 we haYe loans to 
the amount of £13,160,634 falling due. 

The TREASURER: Neariy h>o years c;head. 
Mr. \ OWLES: In 1925 we have, apnroxi

matel_v, £12,000,000, and in 1926 £313,000 of 

(JJ;-. r mdcs. 

loans falling due. On the subject of loans, 
all we are told is that the Government 
have been successful in securing money in 
America at a high rate of interest, and that 
out of that money they have discharged a. 
debt to the Dank of England of £1,000,000, 
for which arrangements had been made and 
which was overdue. The quotations I desire 
to make in respect of the subject of borrow
ing will be found in the records of this 
House in manv cases. In the pamphlet to 
which I have referred the present Treasurer 
and the late Treasurer stated, amongst other 
things, that finance was the te"t of govern
ment. Thev also made other statements 
which I desire to emphasise, because during 
a recent by-election campaign the Secretary 
for ,Mines took up a definite attitude so far 
as taxation was concerned, and impressed 
upon the el,ectors of Paddington that the 
workers were not the persons who bore the 
responsibilities of loans, but that it was the 
capitalists who were responsible. 

Several hon. members conversing audibly, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I appeal to 
hon. members not to conduct their conver
sation in such a loud tone. The leader of 
the Opposition is making what I presume is 
an important speech from his point of view, 
and I hope that hon. members will do him 
the courtesy of gi.-ing him an opportunity 
to deliver it. Further, I would like to 
~peak again on behalf of the " Hansard" 
staff, Hon. members should render what 
assistance thee· can to the staff, not to men
tion the representati.-es of the public Press 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. VOWLES: Thank you, Mr. Kirwan 
In that pamphlet it says it is the workers 
who suffer and !he producers who pay. 1 
want to draw attention ta statements which 
were made during the 1915 electian by the 
then leader of the Labour party, the late 
Mr. Ryan. He said-

" The ideal of a white ,Australia was 
not respected, and Liberal faith, Liberal 
science, and Liberal culture could only 
find expression in the raising anJ spend
ing of huge loan moneys, v.-hich were 
very often expended wactefully, :md in 
the end left tD posterity to redeem." 

A good deal of history has been written since 
then in the records of the Labour Govern
ment. and I will ack how l'\fr_ Rvan's word,; 
appl,)· to-day, in view of the reco,rd we have 
before us in this Financial Statement 
delivered bv his successor, the present 
Premier ancf Treasurer. The present Trea
surer, speaking in 1912 (.-ide " Hamard " for 
that year, page 1244), mid-

" It seems to me that here is an avenue 
for great reform regarding our finances. 
The hon, gentleman never looked at it 
in that lig-ht before. Hon _ gentlemen 
opposite cannot get away from the old 
borrmving policy. The: always want to 
go homo to some other people-

It was not AnH~rica in those days-
" and some othe~.: land to borrow money 
for tho construction of works in our 
country. 

"If our taxation was adjusted a little 
better, \Ve would be able to raise suffi .. 
cient reyenue to clLrrv on the nc:;e~sary 
public l~:orks out of 1~evcnue at the prep 
sent tin1c. \Ve could build over 200 miles 
of raih,-av in a ,en at a cast of a little 
o.-cr £1,000,000." 
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I wish tD goodn~:;s >Ye could. 
"I consider that £1,000,000 could 

eas1ly be raised by a slight adjustment 
of taxation." 

The Government have raised mDre than 
double that amount, but they have not used 
it on reproductive works, but have squandered 
it. 

"'Ve could have a fairer adjustment 
of the income tax and we could have 
something in the nature of a land tax." 

" i\1r. Denham : I do not "ant to 
increase taxation." 

" J\lr. THEODORE: You do not want to 
increase taxation on your political 
friend'"." 

" -:\lr. Denham : Thcv are the only 
Dnes tYho are paying it nOw." 

This is tho point. Listen tD the hon. gentle
man's reply, and compare it with the attitude 
of Mr. Ryan. lie said-

" EYcryone in the comn1unity is paying, 
because it is bcins pa~sod on. rrhe con
SUn1el';4 aro really paying the tax; it is 
passed on ID them." 

That is true. The consumers do pay the tax, 
and they indirectly suffer all the impositions 
that are put on industries and on primary 
produc·crs, and in other directions. The 
constuncr is the man who has to carry the 
baby, bccousc the tax is undoubtedly passed 
on to him. The late J.ir. David Bov.man, 
speaking of the surplus in 1915, said-

" Speaking for myself-and I know 
that a number of members agree with 
me-whilo wo are prepared to '-support a 
borrm,·ing- policy for reproductive works, 
>YO should be careful in the amount we 
dD bDJTow. \Ye should onlv have 
restricted borrmving. . . . I think it 
wDulcl be a big mistake for this Govern
ment or an,- other Government to gD in 
for borro\ving indiscrin1in a tely. '' 

~Jr. FonnE: \Vhy not 1nake a speech on 
pre~{!nt-Ja,v fi11ance? 

Mr. VO\\'LES: I wish the hon. member 
and hi, party would follmv that ]cad. I read 
a good deal of the hon. m ember's trash. 
I have even found him gDing back to the 
days of black labour and the kanakas. 

Mr. FoRDE: You bring up dead men. 
Mr. VO,VLES: Is the Treasurer dead? 

I am contrasting the hon. member's remarks 
with those of his colleagues-the gentlemen 
who said that the consumer dDes not bear 
the burden of taxation. I have just quoted 
something fwm this Treasurer, who said 
they dD, and that was supported by the 
late Mr. David Bowman and tho late Mr. 
Ryan. If you read the ci.rculars of the 
Labour party and' the records of " IIansard," 
you will find them full of the same argu
ments, and those arguments are true. Fm· 
these rea6ons I sav that we should be careful 
m our borrmving. ·and careful as tD tho direc
tions in which the money is spent, because 
in many cases the money is being wasted. 
It i> all verY well to say it is all right, and 
that somebody else has to pay it. That per
son pays it, but he passes it on in the 
majority of cases to the wDrking man or 
the general consumer. 

Now, I will show to what extent taxation 
has incr0ased in Queensland. I have here a 
table which has been taken from the Auditor
General's report for la.st year, and which has 
been brought up to date. 

The TREASURER : You ought to read the 
Auditor-General's reports very well, and 
digest them-especially last year's report. 

Mr. VOWLES: There are many facts in 
th" Auditor-General's report which ought to 
be digested by the hon. gentleman. This 
is the record of this extravagant Govern
ment, who, we were tDld, wore only going 
tc• borrow money for repro·ductiv•e works. 
They have borrowed £33,000,000 in the last 
sr'yen years. 

The TREASURER: I thought you said last 
night that we had no credit. How could we 
borrow £33,000,000 if we had no credit? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is the credit of the State 
that is doing it. and nDt the credit of the 
Gov-ernment. The GDvornment had the 
security of the State behind them. If you 
want anv evidence about the credit of the 
Go.-ernm'ont, you can find it in the fact that 
they have to pay the highest rate of inter·est 
of any Government for their loan money. 

The TREASURER: You are wrong. New 
SDuth ''hies paid a higher rate. 

Mr. VOWLES: When a bad time comes, 
i E a man is under suspicion or has a bad 
record when he goes to his banker for an 
o.-erdraft, he is r·efused in the first place, or 
he has to pay a higher rate for his accommo
dation. That is what happens in the case 
ol a private banker, and it was so with the 
Government, because they had to pay a higher 
rate of interest. 

Th' TREASURER : Tho Queensland ]Dans were 
the most favoured of any lDans raised in New 
York. 

Mr. VOWLES: What is really the position 
in regard to those loans? We are told that 
the Premier made a wonderful coup. For 
the time being, on account of the apprecia
tion of the dollar .-alue, there may be some
thing in the argument of the Treasurer; 
but "·hat will happen if the value of the 
dollar should fall? The monev has to be 
found at any time that the American money
lender" require it, but they do not require 
it at the present time. It is all right so long 
a,, the dollar value .does not fall below nDrmaL 

The TREASURER : That is not a condition at 
all. The stock is above par. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it is all right so 
loug as the value of the dDllar is going up; 
but what is going to happen if the valu·e goes 
down? 

The TREASURER: That has nothing what
e.-er to do with the Sinking Fund arrange
ment. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Sinking Fund has to 
be invested here, and the Americans do not 
need to take the money unless they wish 
to. 

The TREASURER: They have not any option 
if it is above par. 

Mr. VOWLES: Exactlv. It is not a fair 
thing to assume what the· interest is on those 
loans tD~day. You will have to imagine what 
the interest will be for the whol•e term of 
the loans because of the problematic dollar 
value. 

The TRHSURER : The figures I quoted were 
checked by an actuary. 

Mr. VOWLES: But they are present-day 
values. You cannot look into the future and 
MY what the value will be in future. When 
the Treasurer interrupted me I was dealing 

Mr. Vmcles.] 
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with the increase in taxation generally. In 
1914-15, the amount of money received from 
income tax in Queensland was £517,273. Last 
year we rai,.cd under that heading no less 
than £2,194,361-an incrense of £1,677,000. In 
1914-15 ther' "as no land taxation in Queens
land. Last year the Government received 
£480,518 from that direction. There was 
even an increase in the taxation from the 
totaEs<ttor, which brought in £27,421 in 1914-
15, and last year brought in £53,390-an 
increase of £25,969. Under the heading of 
stamp dutic·, death duties, etc., there were 
£321,404 raiced in 1914-15, and £604,739 last 
yea1·-cn· an increase of £283,0~0. The receipts 
h·orn licenses 't" ore practically the same for 
both periods-roughly, about £85,000. The 
total increase in taxation has heen from 
£954,457 in 1914-15 to £3,420,296 last year--;
or an increase of £2,465,000. I will adm1t 
that it is necessary that taxation should be 
imposc·d, hut it should be imposed within 
nu ~on. 

0PPOSTT1.0'' JYIE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
M:r. VOWLES: If you are going to borrow 

money for reproductive works, then you have 
got to meet the interest during the time those 
works arJ being constructed and until such 
time as they become reproductive, 

[4 p.m.] 
The t'mcRmARY FOR RAILW.\YS: There 1s no 

poll tax, r.nyway, 

Mr. VOWLES: There is a poll tax at the 
Trades Hall, which every worker has to pay 
before he has the right to work. 

The TREASURER: The lawy< r has to pay 
one. 

.!\Ir, VOWLES: No, he does not. 
The TREASURER: Do you not pay fees to 

your union? 

Mr. VOWLES: No. If we qualify, we pay 
our fee for admiR~ion. 

Mr_ BRENNAN : Quite enough, too. 

Mr_ VO\VLES: Yes, it is quite enough. 
The hon, member and I have agreed oi1 many 
things of late. To return to tlw question of 
deficits, this is not the only deficit that the 
Government have brought before Parllament, 
and the astonishing thing is that whereas the 
previous Government had a record of eleven 
years of surp !uses, the present Government 
ha vc had a record of nothing but deficits. 

The 'TREASURER: That is wrong. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member can say 
it is wrong, but I say it i· right. I say that 
the figures have been manipulated from time 
to time to show surpluses, but the Auditor
General has di·-tinctly pointed out that they 
did not exist. The Treasurer showed us a 
credit of £30,000 on one occasion, bl\t the 
Auditor-General proved to us very plainly 
that, had he carried out the practice of 
previous Treasurers--

The TREASURER : Which practice he said 
was wrong, Turn to page 13 of the 
'Treasurer's tables. 

Mr. VOWLES: These tables, of course, 
arc in aceordance with the Financial State
ment; but when the Auditor-General criti
cised the surplus on that occasion, he told us 
that it was bogus or false. The Govern
ment's record has been one wholly of deficits, 
and we have got to that stage where the 
present Treasurer estimates a deficit this year 
of no less than £576,840, and po,sibly it will 
be a great deal more. At any rate, the 
Government hope to complete the twelve 

[Mr. V mules. 

months ending 30th June next with a deficit 
of that an1ount, \Yhich would mean an accu~ 
mulrrted deficit of £1,528,000, for a large pro
portwn of which no provision has been made. 
L'--t us compare C'uccnsland \vith Victoria on 
the point of per "capita taxatlon. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you not consider population? 

Mr. VOWLES : I am talking about taxa
tion and 11ot t,~rritory-I arn dealing vdth per 
capita. tilxation. If vou arc doalino- with 
double the nurnL,,r of· p-eople, then th':'. ratio 
!~ doubl-} against you the othc r wa:;·. Queens~ 
land has a population of approximatelv 
720,000; Victoria a population of 1,531,000. 
T~c arnount of direct taxation in Queensland, 
w1th a smallu number of people, i•, 
£3,420,000; the amount of direct taxation in 
Victoria, \Yith doub,le the number of people, is 
£3,944,000, the per capita taxation in Queens
laud b,Jing· £4 10s. 3cl., an,] in Victoria £2 
6s. llcL My reason for giving those f1g·ures 
is to impre,,s on the Treasurer that, when he 
c1-rne into occupation of the Treasury bt~nches, 
the taxation per r:apita in Queensland v.-as 
£1 Ss. per head, wherca' now it is £4 10s. 3d. 

The 'I'REASURER : \Ve are the lowest taxed 
people in the worl,l. 

l\1r. VO\VLES: There arc countri''" in the 
world "hich bore the burden of 1 ,., war. 
and w;wro the dinct taxat.on had to be 
increased on account of national debts 
incurred for the \Var ; but will the hon. 
n1ornber sa.y that Queensland had to pay one 
penny to\vards the cost of the war? 

'The TRE.\SURER: 'l'ho aftermath of the war 
is affecting Queensland as 111uch as any other 
country. 

:',1r. VO\VLES : \V e ate not dealing with 
the aftermath of t,he war. European coun
tries are carrying on economically, and 'vith 
the taxation ,, hi eh they arc carrying they are 
cutting down their public debts; but in 
Queensland wo arc not reducing-we are 
increasing-the burden, both in respect of 
capibl and interest. Queensland did not 
spend one penny on the "ar, Queensland 
actually mode money out of the war on 
account of her railways carrying the troops 
and the supplies required for the camps, 

That. naturally leads one to the subject of 
our ra1lways. Here we find that in their 
state of financial ruin they are going this 
year to be £1,722,400 behind. That is a 
deplorable state of affairs, particularly when 
one comes to consider the history of the Tail
ways in Queeng)and. 'The accumulated rail· 
way deficit to-day and tho charge on the 
general public since this Government took 
control is £8,436,000. How are they going 
to carry on ? Here wo have. got to the break
ing point of taxation. Vve have got no 
markets for some of our products-beef, 
butter, and in manJ· other directions, more 
pa.rticularly our minerals-and income tax 
will not be available because there are fewer 
transactions. 

The 'TREAS1:RER: How would you deal with 
the deficits'? 

;\1r, VO\\.LES : In \Yhat way'? 

The TREASURER: \Vould you pay for them 
out of the general revenue? 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member brought 
in special legislation one year providing for 
a super tax, which \Vas to brin<r in £450,000 
to wipe out the accumulated dcoficit, and the 
Auditor-Ger;eral told us that up to the 30th 
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,J uno of that year the hon. gentleman col
lected £330 000 and applied it to some other 
purpo~e--in' other words, misappropriated it. 
Th, t is the term that would be uocJ in ordi
nary business if mono~- were raised for spccifi:J 
purposes and diverted to other pnrposcs. I 
have on other occasions quoted the opinion 
of the Trca,urer that monevs should be 
devotr~d to the specific purpo~_;es for which 
they wew lcYied. The Auditor-General's 
report, however, will show that they were 
used in other directions, and taxation ha,d to 
be increased in order to get that £330,000 
and other nwnoys, and to~day we have accu
mulated deficits amounting to £1,528,9,6. 
You vvill find in the Treasurer·,. own Finan
cial St,:temcnt this year, p tge 7, how the 
hon. gcntlcrnan pays his deficit~. IIo says-

,, On 1st January, 1922, Tn:>asury bills 
amounting to £1,124,750, which were 
originally ic ucd to cover reyonue deficits 
in the years 1900-1901, 1901-1902, 1G02-1903, 
became due, and, as provision hac! to be 
made to meet them, it \vas decided in 
October last to n1ake a conversion offer to 
the holders of the bills." 

That i, the way deficits are paid off-by 
borro 1xing frorn the public. 

The TREASURER: DcficiL incurred by your 
.Adrnjnistrations. 

Mr. YO\'\ILES: That is the ".t;· defleits 
tLre paid off. You bolTO\V n1oney, and then 
vou have to renew the bills from time to time. 
It is the old story of tho man who signed a 
prorni'~ 'Sory note and said, " Thank God, 
that's paid." 

The TREASURER: They were Philp Govern
ment deficits. 

:!\Ir. VOiVLES: It does not matter what 
they were. Tho Treasurer collected money 
for specific purposes and applied it in other 
directions. 

The TREASGRER: That is a misstatement. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not. I will show vou 
the Auditor-General's report. ' 

The TREASURER: You have distorted it. 

Mr. VOWLES: I have quoted it here 
before. The Auditor-General drew special 
attention to it. 

The TREASUilER: Ho did not say it was mis
appropriated or misapplied. 

Mr. VOWLES: Ho said the Government 
showed a deficit of £171,000, and it should 
have been £483,000. Is not that correct? 

The TREASURER: No. 

Mr. VOWLF:S: I will get the report for 
the hon. gentleman in a moment. To be 
correct, I think he said it should be £485,000. 
He goes 011 to quote the hon. gentleman's 
statement that he was going to impose a 
super tax for the specific purpose of paying 
off these deficits for which no provision had 
been made, and then the Auditor-General 
says that the money was collected and usc·d 
in other directions. 

The TREASURER: The Auditor-General 
said it could not have been used in any 
other way. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is not the point. It 
could not have been shown in any other way, 
but it could have been used in another way 
-it could have been used honestly. 

The TREASGRER: How could it have been 
used? 

::VIr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman had 
money in hand, and in his usual spendthrift 
way ho had to get rid of it. Some of it was 
nsed to boost themselves for electioneering 
nurposcs, to help along their " pals " by 
giving them jobs, and in other directions. 
At a.ny rate, the money went. Possibly it 
appears under tho heading of "Unforeseen 
Expenditure," of which wo never get any 
particulars. 

The TREASGRER: You always get all the 
details. 

Mr. VOWLES: There is an item of 
£5,000 here, of which there aro no particu
lars. \Ye are told that, because there are 
vouchers for these amounts, and the auditors 
have pas ,ed the vouchers, we should be satis
fied. W o never get access to those vouchers 
to sec to what account they arc paid. \V e 
have found that included in these moucys 
in the past haYe boon payments given to 
members of Parliament to go out of Queens
land to carry on propaganda work in other 
Stall·~. \Ve find that certain newspapers 
have been subsidised at election time, both 
within and without thfl State; and certain 
individuals, who have been glorified by being 
put in another Chamber and being allowed 
to frequent the precincts of this House, have 
received sums of 1noney in mysterious 'vays
journalists who Kore paid only for the pur
pose of boosting the Government. 

The TREASURER : There is no such thing 
as "members of another Chamber" in 
Queensland. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am talking about 
anothee time. 

The TREASLilER: You are relating past 
history. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about the 
Government's record, and referring to a 
sum of £485,000. That was at the time 
when we had another Chamber. That is 
w.here some of that money was spent. How 
much did Randolph Bedford get out of it? 
\V e discovered that he got certain moneys. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You spent 
thoUf,ands of pounds in subsidising the 
" Courier " and other newspapers. 

Mr. VOWLES: Advertising in any news
paper is a reasonable thing; but the boost
ing up of unknown periodicals and journalists 
of very doubtful reputation by giving them 
special work to do on behalf of the Govern
ment because they must have wme means of 
subsistence to enable them to live in Bris
bane and occupy a position in the Uppe1· 
House, is going a little bit " over the odds," 
even for a Labour Government. 

I was referring to t.ho Railway Department 
when the Treasurer interjected; and was 
stating that there is a deficit of £8,436,000 
in that department. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
the amount which your Government handed 
over to the present Government as a legacy. 
Their railway deficits totalled over 
£8,000,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: Over a period of fifty-five 
years. With an increased population, with 
double the revenue, with hig.her rates and 
higher fares, the hon. gentleman built up 
the same amount in deficits in seven years 
that it took another Government to build up 
in fifty-five years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: VVe ha.Yo 
been reducing fares and freights lately. 

Mr. Vmules.] 
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Mr. VOWLES: The Government have 
been doing quite a number of things lately
I will show some of them. We have reached 
the stage in the Lands Department where 
it is possible to get out of the payment of 
rent assessed on a property by the Land 
Court, and make special arrangements. 

Mr. FORDE: We got £150,000 for the 
Rockhampton district to-day. 

Mr. VOWLES: I would not be surprised. 
If we could only get rid of the hon. gentle
man for £150,000 and put him into Federal 
politic~, it would be money well spent. 

Mr. FORDE: If I cannot do half rts well 
as you, I will rccign immediately. 

Mr. VOWLES: 'I'he hon. member had 
better r<lccign straightaway-that is what 
w0 are looking for. In the Financial State
ment reference is made to the money which 
has boon expended by the Government in 
connection with the soldiers. In paragraph 
2,_ on page 7, the Treasurer says-

" It will, thercfor~, be apparent that 
for a portion of the money, for which 
the Commonwealth are charging £7 5s., 
less a rebate of £2 10s. for five years, 
the State rcoei ves £3 10s. in interest 
and bears all the losses." 

We do not know what those losses are. The 
hon. gentleman proceeds-

" I merely mention this matter, as 
some persons seem to be under the im
pression that the Commonwealth Govern
ment shoulder the entire financial 
responsibility of settling returned soldiers 
upon the land." 

I would like to have a statement made as 
to the amount of that money which has 
been lost in the Kingaroy district recently ; 
I understand it is a matter of about £10,000. 

The TREASURER: A certain amount. 
Mr. VOWLES : I understand that £10,000 

has been lost there through mismanagement 
-it can be called nothing else. Although 
ono individual is being blamed for it, it 
must be a particularly bad system which will 
permit the existence of the state of affairs 
that I understand exists there, and for the 
practices to take place which we understand 
have taken place. 

The TREASURER: That is a reflection on 
the Soldiers' Settlement Committee. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not care on whom it 
reflects. The people of Queensland are 
responsible for this money; the Common
wealth Government have given it to us on 
trust. 

The TREASURER: No. 
Mr. VOWLES: They find the cash, and 

we have to repay it; we get a certain 
amount for management. 

The TREASURER: We get a certain rebate 
of interest. 

Mr. VOWLES: Whatever the arrange
ment is, we eventually find the cash. If 
£10,000 has been lost in that one direction, 
the time has arrived when a Commission 
should be appointed to inquire into the 
transactions and the supervision which is 
being exercised in connection with soldier 
settlement. I do not say that this applies 
to every settlement and every supervisor; 
but it must be a particularly lax method 
which will allow sufficient time to pass for 
between £5,000 and £10,000 to go astray. 

The TREASURER : I remind the hon. mem
bers that that case is sub judice. 

[llh·. "Vowles. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not care whether it 
is sub judice or not. I am not talking on 
the merits of the case itself; I am talking 
about the culpability of the Government 
and the department in not exercising better 
supervision, and in allowing that state of 
affairs to exist. No financial institution 
would allow it; it could not possibly be done 
under their system. 

The 'I'REASL"RER: A financial institution 
did allow it-that is the difficulty. 

Mr. VOWLES: What is the financial 
in' titution-the State Ad van cos Corporation? 

The TREASL"RER : No-a public bank. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Queensland National 
Bank in Kingaroy? 

The TREASURER: Not the Queensland 
National Bank. 

Mr. VOvVLES : The point is that certain 
mone::s can be issued under the authority of 
one individual for a lengthy term-because, 
I understand, it has been going on for 
twelve months. 

The TREASL"RER: I suggest that all those 
things should be thrashed out in the court. 

Mr. VOWLES: The proper place for me 
to deal with them is here. 

Tho CHAIRNI:AN : Order! I think it is 
recognised parliamentary procedure that, 
when a case is sub judice, it should not be 
discussed. I hope the hon. gentleman 
will realise that that is not quite the thing 
to do. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not dealing with the 
case; I am dealing wit.h the practices of 
the department. I say the department is 
culpable. If tho system is wrong, it should 
be looked to immediatelv, to ensure that 
there shall be no leakage· in the future. 

It is very interesting to learn from the 
Financial S'tatemont, too, that-

" It is impossible, at this early dato, to 
furnish complete information in regard 
to the financial results of the enterprises 
for the year just ended, but every 
endeavour is being made to expedite the 
presentation to Parliament of the report 
of the Commissioner for Trade on the 
various activities.'' 

Is it not a funny thing that, every time we 
ask for informahon in connection with State 
enterprises, we are refused it? We cannot 
get reports from the Commissioner for Trade. 
\Ve naturally cannot get a report from the 
Auditor-General until such time as he has in 
hand the report of the Commissioner for 
Trade. VV e could get, and we should be 
entitled to have, the information which is 
asked for from time to time by hon. members 
from the Minister in charge of that depart
ment. If that hon. gentleman wilfully and 
consistently refuses to give information, he 
has onlv himself to blame if we in Parlia
ment p;:,t upon his attitude the construction 
which is being put upon it by the public 
outside Parliament. \Ve saw the evidence 
last night when the Treasurer became huffed. 
When the hon. member for Port Curtis, in 
dealing with State enterprises, was driving 
home the v.·edge and showing all the mal
practices, mismanagement, and general inca· 
pacitY of the Government in every direction, 
what happened? The Treasurer rose in his 
place, curtailed discussion, and closed down 
criticism b;c moving " That the question be 
now put." vVhy did the hon. gentleman do 
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that? I rem cm bor on one occasion in this 
Chamber I a:oked the hou. member for Maree, 
as Speaker, to give u1e the right to discuss a. 
matter ol urgent public importauce-thc sub
ject '>I unemployment-and he told me that 
he \Yould not allow mo to do it because we 
wero d( ali11g with grievances, and that I 
would have an opportunit.; at a later stage 
which I could take advantage of, knowing 
at the time-I do not knm\ whether the 
Treaourer know it also-that I had only that 
.afternoon been requested to do that by a 
deputation of unemployed who had that clay 
boon turned down bv the Treasurer. The 
hon. member tor Aubigny had not spoken, 
.and I asked him to handle the matter, and 
when he f(Ot up to spc::tk he was promptly 
" gagged,'' just like tho hon. nwrnber for 
Port Cu!·tis was ]ast night. \YhoneYer '\V8 

are dc•aling with subjects that arc open to 
criticistn and are aboqt to bo exposed, tho 
-GoYer·nmcnt t3kc advantage of the Standing 
Orders and apply the " gag .. , 

Nil-. \YlXSnNLEY: vVhich you provided. 

:\h. YOWLES: I did not prm·icle it. A 
GoYernmeut comprised of Nationalists and 
Liberal' provided it lollfl' before I made my 
.advent in Parliament. l.t was objected to on 
every Of'C<-l si on by hon. rnon1bers opposite 
when they sat in opposifion. The Govern
ment. in order to :-rifle discussion and close 
hon. members down--

The rrREA3TRER: I arn suro that we will 
ne ';er ha Ye a satisfied Opposition. 

Mr. \ 0\\'LES: I do not think that any 
-Oppo~ition bus more griova.nces than the 
Dpposition \\ hich has had the rnisfortune to 
~it in oppC'',.1tion during the history of the 
LaLcmr CuYerun1c11t. 1\o Opposition has ever 
been subjected to n1ore brutal treatrncnt than 
the pi'L'Sc'nt Oppc-_,ition. On every occasion 
whc11 it wa.~ pus -ible f,w the lcrrZlcr of the 
GovcrnnH'liL Ior the tinH~ being to belittle 
the Oppu.-.,itioll, to stifle di:-:ctL~sion, and take 
away t.lv ~r pr1v]1egt ~ and tbo privilege of 
the they roprc'~Cnt, it ha,..; been done. 
Thcrp H~ch a thing us a ~e1ncsi"::J, and the 
time is fa,__~t appro.:-1ching ·- ,-hc)n I can picture 
hon. gentlerncn oppc ito sitting on this side 
-of tlh: Chan1b~r, nnd, V1 hen the "gag" is 
put upon then1, ~tancling up in their places in 
prote~t anJ righteous indignation at the treat
mollt they re rucei \'ing; and nobody \Yill 
be more lour! in their protests than the Trea
-surcl' and thf' hon. rncn1bcr for l\iarcc \vho 
.are no\v sittiiJg together. \:V o shall 'never 
get an o,pcrtunity of discm'ing State enter
prises, anJ v, ,J know it. \Vo kno\v that, 
when the E::·.tiinatcs come along, \Ye 8hall be 
.again deprived of the right to di~cusB State 
enterpricos. \\'o have noyer vet had that 
opportuuity, and \\ o shall no\'er ha ye the 
materid at hand-,tho Auditor-General's 
report. coupled with the report of the 
Cmnrnis_~ioner for Trade. 

The Treqsuror, in his Financial Statement, 
says-

" Thi- Sta to is on the threshold of very 
important doYelopmcnts in land settle
lTiellt .and extension of our agricultural 
indn~trit'"·'' 

That is pcrfcotl.v correct. A very big scheme 
is being startnl, and huge sums of money 
are involved in connection with land settle
ment, railv.ay construction, irrigation, water 
<:onservation. and in other directions. \.Yhat 
<Jn earth is the good of incurring this expen
diture if the Government have not got some 
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well-defined policy of immigration in order to 
put settlers on that land when it is developed'! 

'fhe TREASURER:' Did ;you not say that you 
"·ere to introduce a deputation of unemployed 
to me'? 

:\Jr. YOWLES: I was talking about three 
years ago. It is all very fine carrying out 
public works and giving employment to the 
unem played. 'I' hat is ono of the functions of 
Goyern1nent, and that i;:; "\Yhat a. Govcrnrnent 
is expoctnd to do within reason, but it should 
have some well-defined policy of immigra
tion. coupled with land settlement and 
agricultural schcrnes. 

The TREASURER: You adopt a very incon
sistent attitude. 

Mr. VO\YLES: To-clay we have an Agent
General, who is a Yery expensive gentleman, 
being vaid a \'Cl'jT high salary OYC'rSeas, and, 
so far as I can sec, all he is doing is going 
round the country looking for small boys to 
come out and act as farm labourers. The 
Trades Hall have tol-d us that they object to 
in1n1igration in any shape Ol' forn1. 

The TRPSl'RER: Do vou take notice of all 
the Trades liall say'? ~ 

Hon. J. G. \PPEL: The hon. gentleman 
take1 notice of the_m, 

J\lr. VO\YLES: They are the boss of the 
r_rrea~urcr. \Yb~T shot1lJ WO incur these huge 
liabilities if \Ye arc going to have land 
opened up and we an• not going to have 
people with capital ready to go on that land 
an-d work it anJ ern ploy la hour iu the future'? 
_\!most on the eve o£ an election tho Trea
surer is going to send exports to the 1Iaranoa 
diotrict to di,covc·r if there i · aw: land there 
suitable for \vhcatgrowing. V 

The THE'SURER: The eve of an election 
twelve months hence. 

:Hr. VOWLES: The :c\Iamuoa is recognised 
a3 one of tho best v;hcJtgrowinv, districts in 
QucPusland, and if there is any pluce that 
conies 8Ccond io it in cDililCction with wheat, 
ba.rlcy, and lucerne growing, it is the Ingle
wood di:,tL·ict. The hon. gentle-man is now 
going to haYc expert--:. sent to theso two places 
to see whether there is suitable land there. 

The TREASURER : \V e have h:td experts sent 
there. 

:Jlr. YOWLES: The Treasurer, in hi< 
Financial Statement, says-

" With the object of increasing tho area 
available for the cultivation of wheat, 
inspections are now being mado by two 
officers in the J'vlaranoa district and in 
the m :ghbourhood of Inglewood and 
Goondi1":indi. '' 

I have been over that country, and they are 
three recognised wheatgrowing districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: It is all 
good wheat land in that district. 

l\Ir. VOWLES : I know that. The Trea
surer further 'talc. in his Financial State
ment-

" The inspection will cover Crown land, 
freehold land, and land held under pas
toral and grazing tenure, and if it is 
found advisable, action will be taken to 
resnmo sneh land as may be required 
and make it available for perpetual lease 
selection.'' 

You will see that the Government are talking 
about resuming Crown land; bnt let me 
impress upon them that wo have adjacent to 
our existing railways in Queensland thousands 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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of acres of freehold lan<l to-da v which can be 
resumed at a cheap price. \Vhy not resume 
that land, which has all the facilities of roads 
and railways, ami put selectors on it in 
distriets _which lwve pr<wed to be good farm
ing di:-;trict·, 't \Yhy are we building new 
railwa··s into new districts wheu all these 
lands are available'! I am afraid that ono 
reasorr why the Govern1nent arc not rE'.~urn~ 
ing freehoid land is bceauso it will be takiug 
it out of the sphere of taxation. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: What about Jimbour' 

The TREASURER: That is all leaoehold now. 

l\1r. VO\YLES: The trouble with .Jimbour 
is the prohibitive pric•' pnt upon it. The 
property \vas overloaded, and it did not 
matter how good a fanner was, if he encoun
tered a bad season it was irnpossible, on 
account of tho high capital price put upon 
.Jimbour, as was done in the case of 
J andowac, to rnakc a suC'ccss of it. 

The SECR>:TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vho was 
responsible? 

Mr. YOWLES: The Land Court in Bris
bane fixed the price. It was fix~d on the 
evidonct' of experts, and that evidence turm:d 
out to Lu incorrort, boc~use a series of sea
sons ha vo shown that, ,Llthough tho quality 
of tho soil was there, a fact that had been 
O\'erlookcd was that the annual rainfall was 
not suitably distributed for the purposes of 
cultivation, and that \nls where the trouble 
lay. The Treasurer tells us that under the 
State Advances Corporation~ 

" The loans granted for the finan
cial yQar O'gt;roguted £514,747-namely, 
£282,283 to settlers, and £232,464 for 
'rorkcrs' d\'o;;ollings." 

I \s,·ould like hon. rne1nbers to look at page 
81 of " Votes and Procecdi ngs " for this 
;ession, where it will be found that the hon. 
member for Murilla asked a que~tion onlv a 
few days ago with reg,rd to advances" to 

farmers other than soldiers, and 
[4.30 p.m.] he was told tha.t the farmers 

\vho nutde applications for loans 
under the State A,h-anccs Corporation 
numbered 1,700, of which 482 wero rejected, 
awl that the amount approved ''as £314,374. 
That is the information given in " Hansard." 
The hon. geHtloman tells us now that the 
loans granted for the financial year aggre
gated £514,747, and that the settlers g·ot 
£282,283; vd \Ye were told the other dav 
that lhPy got £314,374. -

The 'l'nEASURER: No; the answer to tho 
qm .tion was that so much was approved, 
the other was so much advanced. 

Mr. VOWLES: You arc quite wrong. 
The TREASURER: I may be, but I \Yent by 

the figures I had. 

"Hr. VOWLES: You cannot reconcile the 
one set of figures with the other. 

The TREASURER: I will look into the matter. 
The figures were ~upplicd to me. 

i'dr. VOWLES : My point is tha.t, whereas 
482 men on the land who applied for 
advances were turned down altogether, in 
the citic' only 8 out of 340 were turned 
clown. 

The TREASURER: It i- all a question of 
sc'eurity and conditions. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not all a question of 
security. Every day I practicall.> cornu in 
contact with the State Advances Depart
ment in my business, and I know that the 

[Mr. Vowles. 

trouble rs because the Government have no
money. The department is absolutely 
dopolldont on the moneys that are repaid 
evory qnartor, or which they c<Ln Extract 
from these people. 

The TREASURER: You arc entirely wrong. 

Mr. VOWLES: Thev no"- have a new 
practice. On every ralo- of land the depart
ment ask the mortgagor to pay back to the 
Sta.to .._4._dvances Corporation a certain 
amount of his advance in consideration of 
getting their consent to the transaction. 
That i_,; n 1ncthod approaching pa\vnbroking. 
If the Gon:rnment have to est.< blish a loan 
fund in that direction, then it is nearly 
time the Stlte Advances Corporation was 
dosed up. 

The TREASURER: There is no restriction 
placed upon the State )l.dvances Corporation. 

l\1r. VO\YLES: I am sorry that I have 
not time to ans"\vcr interjections, as my tin1e 
is nearly up. The hon. gentleman talks 
about tho inctease in rf:~coipts. He knows 
t.hat wDol is realising a big prier', and he is 
hopt>fnl .of getting increased revenue from 
that ditcction. I would like to point out 
that, when he imposed taxation on what he 
called the " beef barons " in the past, tho 
j u,,tification for doing 'O was that they were 
getting such high prices for their commDdity 
that they could bear high taxation, both in 
regard to im"me tax and land tax. \Yhen 
they \\-cre getting high pricu;, there might 
ha Ye bcC'n sorne justifir dion for the taxa
tion; but. when the prices are reversed, and 
\VC arc HO\V hack to pre-war prices for 
beef, I say the time l:as arrived when there 
shonld be a readjustment of the taxatiDn 
so far as t.hoso products arc concerned, if 
"'" wa-nt to encourage the industry, We 
are told that, if we are to compote with 
the Argentine,, we shall have to improv'' our 
herds and the standard of our cattle. I ask 
how can our men on the land pay tho hun
dreds of thou~ands of pounds which the 
Argentine people p><y for bulls imported 
into thci r country in order to improve their 
herds. when the Commissioner for Taxes 
takrs awa.y from them the very money which 
could be used in improving their herds? 

Mr. Cor.uxs: That is a reminder that 
they should spend Ius in "jazzing." 

lHr. VO\VLES: I saw the hon. member 
coming out of the Queensland Club~the 
biggP~t rrory institution in Brisbano-6moking 
a cigarettP. (Laughter.) I am very pleased 
to note that the GoYcrnment are putting 
into their sinking fund t.he mone:·s which 
during \Yar time -were not paid in, and that 
this \·car we haYc put £220.000 into the 
fund.~ It is rather intcrc~,ting to notice 
that in thf' Ycry last paragraph of the 
Financial Statement the Treasurer draws 
attention to the fact that~ 

" It is intended to bring the vYorkers' 
Homes Act into operation, and the sum 
of £50.000 has been allotted to provide 
homes for persons "\'rho arc not in a 
position to find the required margin of 
security am1licable to workers' dwel
lings." 

That is being done r1s an afterthought. \Ve 
have agricultw·e right throug-h the State
ment. It has been nothing but agriculture 
~pandering to the ma.n on the land~up to 
date. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : No
doing things for them. 
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Mr. VOWLES: No, you are not doing 
thing,··; you arc pretending to do things; 
it is simpl0· a policy of make-believe. You 
will n<·ver do anything. The legislation is 
all right. and tho machinery is there, pro
vided you haYe the right men handling it. 
If the Council of Agriculture assert them
selves, rwd proyo that they have tho capacity 
wh1ch they arc supposed to possess, t.hen 
son1e food rr1ay corno frorn that scheme; 
but, with the l\[inister at the head of the 
department carrying out a political line of 
policy, 110 good can corne, bee a use fron1 
the very beginning of that schomo it has 
been dc,·oted to one purpose-and that is 
political. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGTIICCLTcRE: That 1s 
very unfair. 

Mr. FERR.ICKS (South JJrislwnc): Hear
jug t.ho leader of the Opposition, who has 
Imported little or no vim into his speech, 
contlr~s the impression already existing in 
the nnnds of hou. members regarding the 
hope lessne s of his c<:se. \Ye heard the hon. 
gent!ema.n last night, and we shall presum
ably hear hirn again on Tuc3dav~in Yiew 
of tho het that he has c;·ivea r;otico of a 
want of confidence inotion-anJ \VC can safely 
leave ~,ny reply to hiG criticisrns or chargCs 
rq:{ar(hng the financial administration of tho 
Governrnent in the gentle Cfll'U of the 
'rreasur,_>r. It is n1y desire to uti1iso the 
opportunity presented in the moticn for the 
pas!:' age of thi :, vote to express son1e views 
whi~~ I hold rather otrongl:- regarding the 
work1ng ot a very nnporta11t in-.,titution, 
not only in the State of Queensland. but 
throughout Australia as n wholo-I refer to 
the workings of Arbitration Courts and tho 
arbitration system generally. It is rather 
intere·_ting at the present et>tge, in view of 
recent dcvelopn1ents, to refer to this matter 
and I take it that the presentment of view~ 
on such a quc,:tion should be welcomed <'Ven 
by those >vho do not agree with them, The 
Arbitration Court and the arbitration S' .,tom 
is a. plank and principle of the Labour party. 
In follm, mg out the. workings of that system 
\VG arc operating rn consonance \:vith our 
plctform and policy generllllv. I have 
always admitted that the arbitration svctom 
and ~rbitratio;1 Courts have been "very 
beneficial In their results to the '\Vago earners 
~ot only of this State, but of other States: 
In regard to thE~ awards dc,livered in indus
trial mattor.s. l3ut it has been forced npon 
n1y reahsabon that the arb1tration SV' tern 
which ;,. being followed contains some out
standing imperfections ina.srnuch as in 
an~i ':i ng at a wards, th~ j udgn1ents. i~ n1y 
opnuon, are not based on the best grounds. 

T I havr~ previously spok0n on this question. 
::"iearly three years ago in another pbco I 
d\\·clt on tlw chang<:'s which I should like to 
see brought abont. in the method of the 
computation of the industrial awards of 
Arbitration Court.s. The o-roat defect that I 
~ec i·- thRt ~he' cinp1o.\Tf'r

0 
and the \Vorkers 

who approach tlH~"-C tribun1 ~s arc not ~ubjPct 
to thp s::~mc trca1:YH'.nt. <JUlte unconsciously, 
perhaps, bv tlH' Arb1tratwn Courts or ihoee 
adrnini~ff,ring the arbitration ]a\vs. I can 
he·t illustrate wh.tt I mean when I take 
t!1e case of a party whom I mif';ht describe 
as r~n ( nlpllr'er 'vho invests the snrn of, 
-'·'· ',", £20.000 in the Prection of anv business 
or ·works, nr in some lnstitntion "of rnann
facture or transport. Tho onm of £2°,000 
is i;;!vested in the foundation of that indus
tria1 institution, and, when the employer 

who c'tablishes that institution or indu•
try go0s before the Arbitration Court. the 
returns from the ir,dustry arc computed 
somewhat on the following grounds: -A 
claim is lodged for the ruling rate of 
into1Y,t on account of the capital invested 
in the works or industry, and this is 
taken as being a prior clain1 re;arding 
any financial results ernanating frorn those 
v;orlcs. In addition to that fact. another 
sum is knocked off for what i~ termed 
depreciation of plant or machinery, and, 
when those items have been deducted from 
>Yhat might bo termed tho gross takings of 
the industry, a further ,um is dc<:luc;ed to 
cm·er workillg <'Xp(mses, which might be 
HajJ to cn1braco v . .-agcs, cost of raw materials~ 
R1 ock:3, rent, and other incidental charges. 
\'1-hon alJ the··C deductions have been made 
from tho financial re,ult of that institution, 
what may be termed th0 net profit remains. 
If that l'rof\t. is too high, in the opinion of 
the ,p contrnllin¥" the institution, further sums 
nrc knocked oft and placpd to what might 
bo referred to as rnvthical reserves-a 
dr .. ,tination to which it" is hard to trace 
them-but more often thev are found to have 
been devoted to the creation of more shares, 
or to inerc;se the capital of the company. In 
o1 her wordR, tho Hock is watered, and the 
c pital of the company is increased. 'When 
1.hat cmplo:,~ing C'quccrn goes into the 
Arbit.rdion Court all thesC' claims of interest 
on capital lnv{?steJ., depreciation to cover 
weae and teae and replacements of plant and 
rnachi11cry, and working expense.,, are con
sidered by the Arbitration Court. Under 
the arbitration system the things can be 
justii\ably cl:>imed, but there is this diffcr
cncl', that the original capital of £20,000 
has been increased to £30,000 bv the cre_a tion 
of new stock out. of profits, or by the water
ing of stock, and lntcrPst on that £30,000 
is ~himed in tea d of int<'rl'St on the original 
capital of £20,000. \Yhen that plant or 
machin0ry has been established and is in 
thorough pl'cparation for commencing ovcra
tions, it is of no earthly use in the world 
for wealth-production pnrposu until labour 
is npplicd to it. 

Gov£RN1IEXT MDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

1\'Ir. FERRICKS: No,,, labour is the 
>Yorkcr's capital. Until the worker applies 
his capihl to the capital represented in that 
1nachincry, the machinery cannot turn out 
one iota of wealth. 

l\Ie. KEHR: You want to abolish one of 
them. 

Y1r. FERRICKS: I say that 'he two 
should be placed on parallel lines in t.he 
arbitration system, >Yhile that arbitration 
system continues. 

:\lr. KERR: It is the capitalistic system 
that you are against. 

Mr. FEERICKS: Depreciation and work
ing expenses are claimed by the advocate& 
of the employing class before the Arbitration 
Court. l do not sav that thev arc claimed 
nnd taken off. but they arG included in the 
profits or dividends declared by that com
pany. Those items aro weighed before the 
courts consider whether the industry is of 
average prosperity. \Vhen thev are con
,, idering the depreciation and working 
expense, on the employer's side, what about 
tho worker's side? l-Ion. 1nemhers opposite 
may be curious to kno;v ho\v I arrive at a.n:v 
interest regarding the worker. I made the 
statement that the capital in that machinery 

Jl/h. Ferricks.] 
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was of no use for production purpose,; until 
the workers applied energy or capital to put 
it into effective operation. So I say, fl~om 
the '" orkers' viewpoint, interest on capital 
is iust as necessary, and just as justifiable 
to ~be taken into consideration, as interest 
·on tho capit.•.l invested in the foundation 
of anv indu:.Jtry in Queensland or anywhere 
else. u Rogardlng dCJ)yeciation, it is . ahv~ys 
taken into consideratiOn by the Arb1tratw.n 
Court,, It is admitted frcelv that there 1s 
depreciation of plant or machinery which 
is operating day by da.~,· or week by week; 
but is there 110 depreciation in human 
labour? 'l'he hon. member for :Mount 
Morgan has repeatedly in this Chamber, in 
sad and irnpret:.sive language, impressed on 
those who btd the privilcg·e of hearing him 
the ravag<•s laid upon men by the infliction 
upon their system of that dreaded disc~s?~ 
miners' phthisis~through following mmmg 
onerations. Those of us \vho have had any 
experience of 1\orth Queensland, remember 
the -,-oung men we know in our day-lusty, 
voun'g men, athletically disposed, prominent 
champions of football and other hard games, 
who ·;;ere quite different when we met them 
again on their wa;:· to the Dalby Sanatorium 
<Jr the Diamantina Hospital for Incumbles. 
\Vith thc,t cheery optimism which the hon. 
member for Mount ~/lorgan knows charac
terises those unfortunate n1en \Yho are sorely 
stricken, thev wili, between their gasps for 
breath, expros' the opinion that they think 
they will be cured; but the hon. member 
knows, and the hon. member for Cook 
knows, and othcrc of us who have met 
them knov., that they will not. No provi
sion is made on that account for any adtlcd 
re1nunoration to those men \';ho are follow
ing rnining operations, to be after\vards 
applied to the caretaking of their wives and 
child;·en-pos~ibly, their widows and orphans 
in rnany cases. In other occupations-sea
faring callings, waterside opcrabons, rock
chopping, timber-getting, scrub-falling~in 
which a number of men are pinned under 
falling treos~we realise that there is a heavy 
depreciation in human life; but under our 
systcnl of arbitration no nJlowancc is made 
for it. I understand that the principle has 
been re cognised Yery clightly in the award 
for \Vater and Sewerage Board worken; 
that is to say, a very slight increase 
has been made in their wages on that 
acemmt. Depreci:ttion is not taken into 
consideration, I repeat, in respect of 
human labour, bnt the principle is accepted 
bo; the court in itJ application to plant and 
ffiachincry. A carrying fin.11 utilising a large 
number of hmses will each vear \nite off a 
sum for depreciation for "replacing those 
hors8s when they break down or are. killed 
outright. The court accepts that prmc1ple 
without anv further consideration; but no 
proYision is~ n1ade for rncn ·who industrially 
fall bv the wa •·side or are killed outright, 
because the crnplo:·ers know that, when a 
horse is killed outriq;ht., they have to buy 
anoth0r; whereas. when a man is knocked 
out, or has to r0tire, or is killed, they can 
easily get another from the clan1ouring 
crowds waiting for work. Those are aspects 
of the question which the Arbitration Court 
also does net take into consideration. 

Mr. FLETCHER: In what way could they do 
it? 

Mr. FERRICKS: In the same way in 
which they take into consideration, from the 
employing class standpoint, the questions of 
interest on capital invested and depreciation. 

[Jlr. Fe1Ticks. 

They allow them as just claims in arriving 
at an award. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Do you not think workers' 
compensation covers that? 

Mr. FERRICKS : I am talking of the time 
before a man becomes incapacitated when 
lw is producing and when his servi~es are 
of greater concern. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I agree that they should 
recmve compensation; but is not that a. 
question for what we know as workers' com
pensation? 

Mr .. FJ~I~RICKS.: If the court says that 
de]~rccmtwn and 111ten .. t may be allowed 
on machinery cised in an industry I say that 
intere·1t and depreciation should 'be allowed 
in respect of the human life which is applied 
to that machinery 

Mr. FLETCHER: I cannot see ho"' it can be 
·done. 

Mr. FERRICKS: The hon. member cannot 
see ho" it <an be done, nor has the court 
f ·en how it can he done so far; but I say that 
the court should take it into consideration. 

Mr. FLETCHER: You tell us how it can be 
done. 

Mr. FERRICKS : Then, again, another sum 
is taken off the employers' returns fvr working 
f'XJH'nscs. The ,,-orki11g- ex pens ~s of the 
omplovee are constituted by his cbst of living, 
and all t!Je matters that are taken into con
f;idcration in his case aro a baro subsist,:.nce 
for himself and his wife and up to three 
children. Under an award the workers have 
granted to them a sum to cover this bare 
sub:cistPnco, with ordinary <>very-day clothing. 
a few shillings thrown in perhaps for tobacco. 
and sundries sue~ as lodge fees, necessarY 
< vnvPyance of hnn~,eH fron1 homo to his 
work and hack, with perhaps a luxury allow
ance to cover the cost of a weoklv entertain
ment at a pi cturc show. 'vVhon 'the worker 
r,:,cpiv~._.:; such an avvard as that he is expected 
to throw up his hat and shout, " Everything 
in the garden is lov.'ly." Should anybody 
nsk for Jnoro, he is accused of Bolshevism, 
cornn1unisn1-goodno''S knoY1 s whnt-vvhercas; 
before the Arbitration Court the employing 
section are privilog ~·d to deduct allowances 
for_ interest and depreciation and so forth 
which arc dcni0el to the \• orkor. The court 
has power to consider all th0ce things. Hon. 
m :·mbors opposite smile. It. is presumably 
a utopian idea from their tandpoint. 

:-.Ir. :MooRE: There would be no work with
out the capital and the machinery of the 
employer. 

Mr. FERRICKS: There would be no 
wealth if the worker did not apply his capital 
to tho machincrv. I sav that the court now 
has power to consider ,;ll thr '" things. Sub
section (1) of s0ction 7 of the Industrial 
Arbitration Act says~ 

" The court shall have all the powers 
and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
in addition to the powers and jurisdiction 
conferred by this Act." 

Mr. MoORE : It has more powers than 
Parliament. · 

Mr. FERRICKS: If the court only utilised 
those powers in its administration, they would 
bn found to be wider than those of the 
Supreme Court, or as wide. If the> hon. mem
ber's intelligence \I ere sufficiently clear, he 
would sec that I am offering views on .i;he 
operation of the arbitration system, fiut 
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apparently they are Greek to him. The Act 
gives to the court power to remit any question 
upon which they may not have sufficient infor
mation or knowledge to a. board of inquiry 
to find out particulars for them-as for 
iustanee, with respect to the dangers of the 
occup11tion, as was done to some extent in 
the award for Metropolitan Water and 
Sewerage Board workers, so that nothing 
should prevent the extension of that system. 
I hav·e never read or seen in an award that 
the Arbitration Court has made any allowance 
on account of the danger of the occupation 
in an industry except in that case. If the 
basis on which awards should be arrived at 
were more firmly established, as I have endea
voured to show it should, there would be no 
necessity for any diminution in the standard 
of living, and no necessity for any reduction 
of the basic wage. I want to point out to 
hon. members that the court is operating 
under the Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916 
-a very excellent enactment, which has 
wrought a groat deal of benefit to the workers 
-but that its adrninistration is not carried 
out as I think it ought to be. I do not think 
it is necessary to alter the Act; but, even if 
it wore necessary, it could be done. The 
people in one part of Asia once held that 
their laws were unchangeable, but the fallacy 
of that belief was oxpoccd and it was shown 
that they, like all other laws, wore subject 
to alteration. To show there is nothin"' very 
e;<travagant about these views, I might men
twn that they are based on the laws operating 

in our land to-dav. Hon. mem
[5 p.m.] hers will ask moc how I would 

arrive at the capital valutJ of 
the worker, whether he be a worker with a 
pick or a worker with a pen. I would remind 
them that they all make up income tax 
returns. Those of us who are family men 
are aware that there is an exemption of £26 
pe: child up ~o the age of sixteen years, that 
bemg rocogmsed by the law of the land as 
the yearly assessable value of that child; so 
that at the age of sixteen years that child 
represents a capital value of £416. Under 
the Federal Income Tax Act, an allowance 
of ~30 is made for e.ach child up to the age 
of sixteen years, wh10h represents a capital 
value of £480, which, added on to the £416 
makes a capital value of nearly £900 for each 
child at the age of sixteen years. '!.'hat being 
s?, during the next four or five years-from 
sixteen to twenty or twenty-one-wh.·n that 
youth has developed into the full vigour and 
strength of manhood, we could justifiably 
claim that another £900 should be added to 
the capital value of that individual. 

Mr. FLETrHER: Do you consider that a 
youth of sixteen should get the same wage as 
a man of forty with three children? 

l\Ir. FERRICKS: The hon. member knows 
thr.•.t undPr our Arbitration Court svstcm the 
wages al'e based on certain conditiOns. The 
figures I have quoted show that the capital 
vu.lue Df the individual is contained in our 
laws to-day-lawd which rereivod the 
endorsement of hon. members opposite. I 
wonld go further jn regard to our laws. It 
seems a very far-fetched argument evidently 
to our friend opposite to sav that these fac
tors should be taken into co;,sideration from 
the worker's standnoint. I would remind 
hon. members that ~we have on the ctatntc
bcok a very excellent measure, and the hon. 
111e1nher for Bowen has very often giyen us 
proof of its effective results. I refer to the 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts, 1915 

to 1921. The sentiments which I have por
trayed and the basis of what I am arguing 
is contained in that Act, and, when I say 
tha,t there will be no need for any reduction 
iu wages, it may be said by hon. members 
opposite that, if Queensland keeps wages 
up, it will be detrimentally placed as 
against the Southern State';-New South 
\Vales and Victoria in particular. They 
say that, if the wages come down in New 
South \Vales, they must also come down in 
Queensland or we shall not be able to com
pote with that State. Queensland is entering 
into its stride, I believe, from a manufactur
ing viewpoint, and I am one of those who 
are very keen on the establishment of second
ary industries, always believing that the 
people who establish industri<;s of a ~econdary 
nature for the purpose of Improving upon 
or transforming or extending any operation 
in caimection with primary products aro of 
equal, or, perhaps, of n1ore importar:co even, 
than many of those who arc producing same 
items of i1rimary production-that is, when 
a commoditv is new and adds to the value 
of the primary p1·aduct. I may say inciden
tally that South Brisbane promises to be ~he 
industrial capital, or the manufacturmg 
capital, of Queensland. While we r?alise t~at 
it will take time to build up these mdustnes, 
one af the greatest ob~tacles . will ?e the 
commencement of small mdustnes wh10h are 
sometimes handicapped by insufficient capital, 
sometime>• by not eno~gh knowledge on the 
part of those operatmg the concern, and 
comctimes bv the fact that the fmancieJ value 
of the instit"ution is not suflicient to warrant 
the introduction of the most up-to-date 
machinery. In consequence of th~se factors 
a small concern of that nature w!ll. be a~ a 
distinct disadvantage in oompebtion with 
bigger or more powerful institutions estab
lished on modern lin<'~ and capable of a 
greater output, whether situated in Sydney 
or anvwherc else. But I say that, so far as 
the Qcuecnsland trade is conceTned, such an 
institution has an advantage ~ver the 
Southern manufacturers by virtue or the fact 
that it is on. the spot. 

Mr. Srr,ER: Other factors counteract that 
advantage. 

Mr. FERRICKS : I am me~ely stating 
some of the advantages., Assum!l.'(i• for the 
~ ako of argun1cnt, that son~e sacnfirc J:as to 
be made in these comparatively small mdus
tries cstabli"hed here in Queensland, has all 
that sacrifice to be made by the workers 
employed in that industry.? Is not the man 
who is cstablishmg the mdustry. and who 
proposes to build it up expectc.d, J u~t as the 
\VOt·ker is, to rnake sorne sac:1fiCe 1!1 order 
·to build up the concern, if not m the mterests 
of the State, then in his own int~res~s? But 
the Arbitration Court does not ~SK h~m to. do 
so. The first thing the court. ewes m fixmg 
a rate of wage is to ascertam ;vhether tl:c; 
industry is of averag0 pr-ospcnty, and,, It 
tlw industrv is not of a.-crage prospcnty, 
th~n the wOrkers' \vages must Cc)mc_ do':··n. 
That is the only basis th':t the Arl;ntratwn 
Court adopts in its practiCe. I. wrll ~ho\\' 
the diiTer<:>nce between the opera.trons or th~ 
Arbitration Court and the prmcrplo adop.tea 
under aur Uegulr"tion of Sugar C."ne ~nces 
~\et. Under section 20 of that Act qmt_c a 
numb:•r of factors have to be taken mto 
cor>side1·ation when a local board or the 
Cc;tral Board is making an a,•, arc!""s to the 
price to be paid for sugar-c~no. L: nr~c1· sec
tian 20, under the margmal captwn of 
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"lYlatters for consideration in fixing prices," 
thew factors arc taken into consideration by 
eithC'l' the local or the Central Board-

" (a) 'The estimated quantity of sugar
cane to be treated at the mill concerned ; 

" (b) 'The estimated commercial cane 
sug~~r c-ontent.> of the sugar-cane; 

" (c) The co·t of production of sugar
cane and the cost of manufacture of 
sugar." 

I \\ould like hon. membC'rs just to listen to 
tllis further matter which has to be taken 
into consideration before an award with 
regard to the price of cane can be made under 
the Hegulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act-

" (d) The crushing capacity and ef!i
' icncy of the mill concerned : Provided 
t1wt the fact (if it be so) that the 
machinery or appliances of a mill are 
defective or not of the best kind, or that 
the mill i.s inefficiently worked or man
aged, shall not constitute any ground for 
loweri11g the price of sugar-cane." 

If an obsolete or old-tirne sugar mill is in 
oppration and is not capable, owing to 
the want of modern applianc<·s, of getting 
a high extraction of sugar content from the 
,;uga r-cane, the miller has to pay the price 
all the same. 

Mr. FOLEY: He would have to get a new 
machire. 

Mr. FERRICKS : He has to pay the 
price for the cane irrespective of the sugar 
extraction. So he should. But in the 
Arbitration Court that is not done. If un 
industry is working with machinery which 
is not up to date, which is not sufficientiy 
mod{)rn in its Ol)C'rations, the Court in its 
a wards flic~ to the wDrkers' wages and cuts 
them down. \Yhat I have said on these 
two points is in actual operation to-day 
under th(• laKs of the land. If an amend
lncnt of the Indwtrial Arbitration Act were 
nece· >.ary, it "\Vould be no great request to 
ask that that amendment should tuke place. 
But an1cndmcnt is nDt necessary, as the 
Act gives power to t.he Court in inquire into 
all the,~~ thingd. There are other factors 
which arn taken into consideration in connec
tion with fixing the price of sugar-cane. They 
''re~--

'· (c) The lahou~ conditions under which 
sugar-cane is grown, harvested, 
and delin'red to the sugur-mill; 

(f) Tho selling price of raw and refined 
sugar; 

(q) Any other local conditions; 
(h) Any prescribed matters." 

I hqvo a\':,crtaint>d, on inquiry at the offire 
of the Central Cane Prices Boad-and this 
is pertinent to what I have said in rcga;'d to 
the C8 pjt 1l, interest. and depreciation aspeets 
-bdorc the Arbitration Court-that the Cane 
Prier~ Board ascertain•, the capital which 
has bcnn inve'ted in the sugar-mill; and, on 
tho other hand, they p;o to a farmer, or tho 
cmnbined farmers. end obtain partjrulars 
from the return he has to send in of the 
value of his land, his stock, his implements, 
w]w+hl'r he is paying rent or whether he 
owns his farm, the amount of land tax he 
paYs, and the cost of labour. All tho~e 
things ere taken into consideration lJ.,y a 
!oral board or the Central Cane Prices 
Board when they arc fixing the price to be 
paid for ~ugar-t:an0. If it is good enough 
to apply that principle to the sale of sugur-

[lf:!r, Ferricks, 

cane-which 1s a commodity-is it not a fair 
thing that that system should also be 
applied in regard to the sule of labour
'"' hich is the worker's cDmmodity? 

GOVERN!IENT ~lEoiBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\lr. FERRICKS: In fact, the operation 
of the Cane Prices Boards goes one bettar; 
tl10v do not even take into consideration 
strictly the original capital put into the mill. 
What they obt<lin periodically is a valuation 
of the a· 'et·, of the mill as then standing ; 
and, if the mill h <S dopreciatocl, that is a 
matt0r for the o'.-ncrs of the mill and not 
for the sellers of sugar-cane. The boards 
take into consideration the Yalue of the 
rsscts of the mill, and the value of the ae-cts 
of the eo m bined farmers. They do not take 
into consideration only the eo t which the 
farmer pays in lahonr for the harvesting of 
his cane; the'f: take into consideration the 
cost of feedin.g hi6 horses, the purchase of 
his imple1ncnts. rcmevYals, and rcplacernents. 
The Arbitration Court is taking a very 
restricted vie1v 1vhcn it con-iders only 
intero,,t and depreciation from the employer's 
viewpoint, and does not look at the matter 
from the viewpoint of the employee. 

]I;Ir. C\TTERMl.:LL: The Central Cane Prices 
Board cannot bring those things to bear 
llO"\V, becau-se tho Federal Governtnent, under 
the last agrce1ncnt, have fixed a base price 
for cane. 

Mr. FITRRICKS: I think the hon. member 
will agree that the price fixed and ruling 
at the prc3ent time is sufficient-and ~ an1 
nlcased that it is-to cover all tho Items 
i: have mentionf'd in rcgurd to the farmer, 
in addition to the cost of labour. 

Mr. (' lTTER~ll'LL: That is not the point. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It ic the point. If the 
canecrro'.Y'Cl' bad tak0n iuto C'onsidoration 
onl v ~the cost of labour in the production of 
his-- ;;ugnr-cane, he \Yould not be getting 
TJ( -:rlv ~ns Icnwh [IS ho gets now in the sun1 
which is ,o llowcd between the sug·ar-mill and 
the grov;.rer. 

J\Ir. C\TTEmn:LL: Under the present agree
ment the Commonwealth Government have 
fixed the base price of 42s. for 12 c.c.s. cane, 
ond. therefore. tho Central Cane Pnces 
Board cannot operate. 

l\lr. FERRICKS: That price, fixed GO the 
12 r.c.s., ha been fixed. after obtaining evi
dence from tlw C0ntral Cane Prices Board 
and oth('r authorities. at such a ftgnre as 
to coYer ell the itcrus I hayc mentioned, and 
th0 h0n. nwrnbcr knOIYS it: he kno\Y6- the 
award was not made to coYor only the cost 
of bbour put into tho production of sugar
f•n.nP. If the hon. mcrnber doe.; not kno-w 
tl 8t, it d.C''T10n~trntr·~ thnt hn is very poorly 
cn:lmYcd with }H""Ccptivo powers. Thr-ro is 
another as]wct of this '}Uestion: \Vho """:'ts 
tho Arbitration Courts to c0ntinuc the policy 
of rC'dnrtlonG in wcges? 

An OPPOSITION li.IE~!BER: Tho Treasurer 
dol's. 

J\.ir. FEH.RICKS: The worker does not 
want it. The Government should not want 
it. 

Mr. SIZER: They do. 

:\1r. FERRICKS : I do not know that 
they do. I think business people should not 

.tllt it: because, jf 'vagrs rDme dovvn to the 
okl prP-war ]eye], hon. members must rculise 
that the purchasing power of the pubhc 
will be restricted, For that reason the 
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business people shoul,J not dc,i l'C lovr v1ages. 
The producers in tho country, ~onto of \V horn 
eJect hon. 1nornbers opposite:, should not ~ry 

·out for Jow vvages in the cities. 1 heard thP 
leader of the Opposition last night uu,king 
a con1pl.nint in regard to the pri{:e naid fDr 
pritnary product~, and the high rate 0£ ,,·ages. 
paid in the city. If the hon. gentleman 
ret-lccts. he Yvill J,gTce with n1o that ·wages 
mu:-5t bo retained at a proper scale in the 
larger centre:; of population to provide tlw 
moHey re-quired to pay the primar:v7 producer 
:1 fair pricf' for his CDinmoditiPs in what is 
~tb>olutely the best market of the whole lot 
-the local market. 

:'vir. J. JOKES: \Yhat about the price of 
beef? 

:\fr. FF.RRTCKS: The hon. member knows 
that loc:d conditions have no bearing- on 
the price of beef at the presc'nt tinw. Hon. 
ITlC'lHhf'rs representing f'ouutr;~ electorate~ will 
bo pursuing a mi::;tnkon policy if in ono 
breath they advocate hig·h prices for primae· 
protiucts, and in the next breath ndvocat'·· 
lo\ver '.vagos in the centres of population. 
It i, to the int"rcst of tho-;c who arn s0nr:ino· 
commodities to market to have the pcopl~ 
in the cities in a position, financia llv and 
iudustrially, to purcha<=<e at a fair prirc the 
commoditicc, they produce. 

\lr. I3EBBINGTOX: That i .. \\'hat we on this 
·side say. 

:1Ir. FERRICKS: That is not so. The 
hon. member will realise that tho~e who 
advoc~te bedrock prices in anvthing are 
n1n king a mistake. If the consuffiers in the 
capital cities-in London if vou like-had 
stabiJi ... cd prices for commodities all the vear 
round, t~e consumer-tbA poor section o{ the 
cornmnmtv-would be far better off than 
er..joying ~cheap prices at one timo and 
fan1ine prices at another, because famine 
prices maintain the longeot duration, owing 
t:->. t_hc n1anip11lation of market-rjgp;ers, 
middlPlnen. trust-s and combinc·s. vYho havo 
the special attention of manv hon. members 
oppo:-i tc. ~rhosc hon. men1bers. in ta.king 
Ut~ the w~·ht~dfl thr~y hav.c, are ptll'",uing a 
m1staken pohcy. _Ihere 1s onl0• one power 
or mtcrest that w1ll be served be: a whole· 
-sale reduction in the cost. of comffioditi~· ~· in 
tlw standard of living, in wages and every· 
thn,ll' d.c, and that interr t which wonld be 
senccl. and which wonld welcome an all. 
round rc-dnrtion to half the pn'6ent standa,rd 
ls tlF>(' who control the monev power. I 
will chow ,,-l,y those controlling ,;1oncy desire 
to ~;c ~ reduction in :vr:.gcs, in bc0f, butter, 
\\'Oo:, h1dcs .. and everythmg else. The money 
po\\, r has 1tc:, ~var+bn1e profitcf~ring millions 
It1Yc:,tcd at a 111gb rate of intel·.--'st. In 1nany 
casL'~ it. i. 6 per cent., and in some casoc: evei1 
h;ghrr. It has also got its pre-war money 
lllYf .;r(l nt rates as low· as 3 per cent., 3~ per 
c nt .. and 4 per cent. Queensland has some 
of jr .. In n gard to. money invested in pre
\\ ar tin, ~s and drawing 3 per cent. interest, 
do vou not se~ that t.hc investors arc onlv 
recci ,·ing in interest for tbose millions at 3 pc~· 
·CGllt. half thr amount of butter, wheat, wool, 
}udcs. m.etals,. and of living generally, 
hccansf' tnc pnce~ Df the'e C01l1n1oditics are 
higher? In regard to the millions invested 
at 6 per cent .. if you reflect for a mornent 
you l.vill see that 1 \Yhile the prices of com
modities and .~he standard of living is high, 
those controlimg or owning these millions 
vvill only receive in interest half the value 
in c·{Jtlltncditiea that they would receive if 

the money was reduced to 3 per cent. ; so 
that by returning to a low standard of 
living-oven lower tha.n pre~war times
those who have invested their millions at 
3 per cent. would he back to the old order 
of things, and those who have invested 
their profitecring war·time-made millions at 
6 per cent. would virtually receive double 
tho amount of interest with commodities at 
half the price they are at the present time. 
ln fact, their capital would be doubled. A 
man \\.ho had £2,000.00:1 invested would 
n_:-ceivo comn1odities to cover interest on 
£4.000,000. That is the power that wants 
the reduction in wages, a reduction in the 
standard of living. and a reduction in the 
price of commodities; and that is the power 
that pipes to the tunc of the capitftlistic 
Press \Yhich ::::upports hon. gentlemen oppo
site. and which ere a tes an atmosphere which 
is gnlped in by the t'mployers, and given a 
second's thought probably by some wage
carllers who should look further into the 
n uesti on and ,,hould know better. It is an 
~tmosphere which er_ ates an influence 
tulcon-sciouslv, nnd perhaps no les::; surely 
on the Arbitration Court to operate in the 
intorPsts of the employing classes in connec
tion with ~i.rbitration Court a" ards, because 
people road day after day and with every 
issne of a. newspaper that ,.., ages rnust corne 
down. They begin to say, "Yes. there is 
~omething in that." I sn.y that atmosphere 
ha.< been created deliberately by the money 
power through the capita]i, tic Press. with 
thn very airn of l1l_aking an atmosphere 
effective in result to bring about a, reduction 
tn \vages. 

Mr. \VARREN: ·what about the reduction 
by the Government? 

1\Ir. FERRICKS: The hon. gentleman has 
mentioned the reduction bv the Govern· 
ment. If his Government ,;Tero in power, 
1 would like to know what their attitude 
would be. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: You will soon see. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Tt is not the attitude 
of this Gm·ernment in going to the court 
that caused me to fear. l\1y concern in 
regard to the GoYcrnlncnt was not altogether 
s0 far as the pu blio servants were concerned, 
hut \vas in regard to a great body of workers 
outside of the public scrvi('C. There are men 
engag-ed in all industries, and I fear that 
the Governn1cnt, having taken certain action~ 
ihP Arbitration Court will continue the 
policy of further wage reductions. Now that 
tlw \rtgcs of the public servants have been 
brought into conformity with the ,_vages 
a wardecl by the court and ruling outside, 
we can visualise this-th"'t bv l\1arch next 
thoro will bo further applications to the 
Arbitration Court by the employing class. 
Kow that the Government have reduced the 
salaries of public servants, the outside em
ployin6 cla·s will go a step further in 
applic .. ,tion, and the court will again cut 
clown the wages outside>, and then the public 
FierY ant,;' snJarics rnust coma down further; 
S·.) that the polic:-- of the destruction of the 
standard of living will continue, and, if 
that is follov ''d out, I am not going to 
blame the Treasurer or the Cabinet. r say 
the responsibility is on this party. ancl not 
on the Treasurer or the Cabinet. This party 
i;; composed of a majority in this Committee, 
and. unless the Arbitration Court alters its 
basis of computation in arnvmg- at the 
awards, then I very much fear that there 
will he further wage·slashing outside the 
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public service early next year; and it 
behoves this party to take steps to see that 
it does not occur, and, even if it means that 
the Industrial Arbitration Act must be 
amended to make that power mandatory in 
the administration of Arbitration Court 
jurisdiction, t.hen action should be taken. 
If this downward tendency is to continue 
further, I shall be quite candid and say 
that the Government will not deserve to 
come back to power again if it tolerates it. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) : Although 
I would like to deal with some features con
tained in the Treasurer's Financial State
ment, I nevertheless propose to continue my 
speech which I was prevented from making 
last night when dealing with the report of the 
Commissioner for Trade for the financial 
year ended 30th June, 1921, and in connec
tion with which I was developing a grave 
charge against the Government when the 
Treasurer applied the " gag." I said that 
the Government wilfully kept back the 
Commissioner's report from distribution until 
after the last session had ended, and the 
reason they gave as to why the report could 
not be furnished earlier was that they wanted 
to be quite sure that it would be rr true and 
correct one, and that they were sending 
their station manager round to make a 
personal inspection of all the stations, and 
that he had one station yet to visit, and, 
pending that, they would defer the issue of 
the report. That was a most trivial and 
frivolous excu,e. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S1nTH: The report was 
furnished in accordance with the Act. 

Mr. FLETCHER: What would the station 
manager do? Would he count the cattle? 
That excuse is proved to be friYolous when 
we see the dishonest and fraudulent report 
that has been furnished. As I said last 

night. the report is full of inac
[5.30 p.m.] curacics, inconsistencies, contra-

dictions, and specious statements. 
made to wilfulh mislead this House and 
the people as to 'the tn1e position of affairs. 
I say that the GoYermnent have been most 
culpable. I do not know that any Govern
ment could do anything more reprehensible 
than the furnishing of an untrue report to 
wilfully mislead. I do not know of anything 
rnoro blame·worthy than that. 

Hon. vV. FORGA;,- SMITH: Some of your 
statements arc moro blameworthy. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The hon. gentleman will 
know what to make of my statements before 
I have finished this afternoon. To bring my 
rein arks into their proper per::;pecti ve, it is 
nece'•Sary to say that £1,400.000 ''as spent on 
the State stations, and with other working 
expenses the outlay has reached £1.644,000-
a tremendous sum when you think that prac
tic,dh three parts of it has been wasted. As 
I pointed out last night, the Government 
pro.-ed most negligent and incompetent in 
purchasing the State stations. \Vhen you 
know that those m0n had come degree of 
n1cmtality, you see that it is irnpossible to 
acquit them of the gigantic blunders made, 
for thev could not be put down to neglig-ence. 
In adducing these facts. one is jnRtified in 
asking whether th0rc has not been some other 
obje• t which blinded their judgment and 
swept a way from their minds all thought of 
cheap food for the people. because from those 
purchasf'S it was an im:roscJibilitv for them 
to give cheap food to the people "'ithout 
tremendous !o'8es. Even if there had been 
no slump in the price of cattle they must 
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have m ado tremendous losses on those sta.
tions. As I haYe said before, I do not wish 
to deal with the loss made, as we have had 
that before, and the gigantic blunder that·has 
been made. I wish to deal with a more 
damaging thing-the deceitful and deceptive 
report and balance-sheet. The profit and loss 
ac~:ount which was submitted shows a loss of 
£58,000, and includes recerves of £135,000 
built up in tlw past, making a total loss of 
£194,00J. As I pointed out last night, it is 
altogether wrong to include rc.;orves in !1 
proht and loss account for a year, and espoci
allv so when vou know those reserves are not 
soc!nd, but f~lse and fictitious, and do not 
exist except in the imagination of some hon. 
n1cmbers opposite. \\7hen I '\vas " gagged " 
last night I was explaining that last year 
the J\Iinister inflated the stock prices by Ss. 
ld. per h( ad to make a rr1ore l'cspectable
looking profit for the year. That was abso
lutely irregular. You cannot increase the 
value of the goods on hand to enable a 
profit to be shown. No business man would 
tolerate such a thing as that-and yet the 
Government did it. The Minister thought 
fit to adopt that plan, and this year he 
reduced the value of the cattle on hand 
b I' 9s. 4d. per head, or j uBt a little more 
than he raised them la>t year. Last year, 
whnn he increased the value by Ss. ld. 
per~ head, he said he had done it, t~ bring 
up the value of the cattle to t.nen· true 
market yalue at that time, and, no doubt, 
for the same reason he reduced th? value 
of the cattle by 9s. 4d. per head this year. 
That was the syatem adopted. It is :qis 
svstcm-not mine. Now, let us anal:yee It. 
\\'e find that there are 203,277 cattle on 
the State station"· which are taken into 
account in the " Profit and Loss Account," 
at £4 16s. 6d. per head, notwith"'tanding 
the fact that at that time fat bullocks 
on the stations were not worth more than 
£4 per head. They took in those 203,277 
cattle-including 42,000 calves born ,.;durmg 
the preceding twelve months-at :xA 16s. 
6d. per head. when fat bullocks were only 
worth £4. In proof of that statement, _I 
am e:oino- to quote from the Commts
sioner;s r~port. and this is. w,here some .of 
tho<e extraordinary contradiCtwns come m. 
The manager, Mr. Barr, in his report 
datrd 7th October last, says that the value 
of fat bullocks declined to 17s. 6d. per 100 
lb., and in another place in his report he 
savs that the price ruling at the mcatw01;ks 
at~ that time 'n"' 18s. 6d. per 100 lb., which 
makes fat bullocks only equal. on the :wcrage, 
to £4 per head. In another pa_rt of. the 
renort it savs that the values declmed smce 
th~ beginnil1g of tho year by over 40 per 
cent. It further Bays-

" The extraordinary po;;;ition whiC'h has 
~'xisted since l\Iarch last has ea used a 
very big slump in values." 

The ""Iinister. when speaking in rep!;" to me 
in the debate on the WM!t of confidence 
motion last year. on 17th Augmt, said-

,, No one could have foreseen at the 
time that balance \Yas brought up that 
there would haw been the slump there is 
to-day in cattle.'' 

Kotwithstar.ding- those statements and the 
figure' quoted cin the report mentio'!ed, !n 
the " Profit and Loss Arcount" subn11ttod Hl 
November, the value of the catt1o is taken as 
£4 16<. 6d. per head. To be perfectly clear, 
ld u, dissPct those figures. Fir"t of all, 
there were 42.999 calvC>o brandc·i during the 
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year, and their true value at that time was 
10s. per head. That means that those calve3 
were worth £186,000 less than they were 
taken into account at. If you add that on to 
the £194,000 shown it makes the loss £380,000. 
If you take the 130.000 head approximately, 
bet~veen calves and fat bullocks, which would 
be worth about £2 16s. 6d. per head-which 
is a generou5 valuation-it leaves an over
valuation of £2 per head, which totals 
£260,000, and that brings the loss up to that 
stage to £640,000. The bullocks estimated at, 
•;ay, 30,000 head, we will leave at £4 16s. 6d. 
So much for the cattle. 

Now the improvements, plant, and the leases 
are valued in the books at £431,471-alto
gether too high a valuation in the first place, 
but in the face of the slump it is a ridiculous 
valuation. The cattle on all the stations, 
with improvements, plant, and lee.ses, are 
not worth any more than that to-day, if they 
are worth as much. \Ve find from the report 
that there is written off from the leases, 
plant, and improvements for the year the 
miserable sum of £19.000. If you 'take the 
slump in the value of cctttle into account, 
the aggregate value of those leases, plant, and 
improvements should show a reduction of 
approximately £200,00J. If you add that on 
to the £640.000 that I haYe just mcntioneJ, 
it makes the loss on the stations £840,000. 

l\fow just imagine that! It is something 
~tupenclous, is it not? To put the thing in a 
nutohell: If you went up to North Queens
iand to buy a cattle station with 10,000 cattle 
on it and paid £2 per head, that would 
mean £20,000, and everything would bo 
thrown in. That is the custom adopted in 
the industry. When you say to-day that you 
buy a station for £2 a head it me1n' everv
thing inc!IJ·ded. In Xorth Queenc·land to-day, 
in places more accessible and in better dis· 
tricts than tho stations owned bv the Govern
ment. you can buy stations at £2 a head with 
all the < 'lttle and with all the improvements 
and everything else thrown in. Taking the 
203,000 head of cattle on the Government 
statiom, th<>y are only worth £2 a head, 
whereas thev have been taken into account 
as if they were worth £7 a head, so that the 
loss in reality and in actuality to-day, \vork
ing on the same svstcm as that taken up by 
the Minister la•t year. is £1.000,000. The 
system the :Minister adopted la·•t year was 
altogether wrong. I-Ie inflated values then. 
He adopted tho same system this ye:1r, 
although he deflated values to a small extent. 
No doubt he titivated the report a lot when 
it was going backwards aJH! forwards to the 
Government Printer. No doubt after tt con
sultation with t.hc Colnrnissioncr for Trade, 
he s&id, "\Ve will add a few ehill;ngs to the 
value and incrense the profit." rrhe svstf>n1 
!1doptod b.v the Minister means that he or the 
Comn1issioner for Trade or anyone adrnini.;~ 
tering this department can n1ake the profit 
what they like. The wholB thing is uneound 
and ridiC'ulous, anrl should not be tokratpd 
for a ~!n<Jlc mo:rnent. Ju'3t itnag"inc if the 
Estin!atf:-,., and t}lf? Financial St:1temPnt were 
submittc'd in such a date as that. They arc 
a. c>rcdit to th(~ ynrions dcpartm0nts, just as 
this report is a di,gro.ce, and should no.t be 
tolerated for a sing-k insi 'nt. In addition to 
thf<t loss of £1,000.000 which we are suffering 
-and the loss is tmqtwstionable-we have in 
addition the great loss that the State is suff<:'r
ing indirectly through havillg the station~. 
In ndditinn tlwre are the retro;;;pectivP rents 
ancl the incr.-.<Sf',3 in rents that \\'Ould haYe 

been inflicted on private owners, and which 
have not been charged aganst th.e State 
stations at all. I haYo not gene mto the 
figures, but I roughly estimate them to 
amount to between £100,000 and £150,000. 
In addition, if these stations had been owned 
bY priYate people during the first four years 
of the Government ownership, the State 
would haY<J r<eceived at least £100,000 in 
t&xation, and the Federal Government would 
haYe received £150,000 in taxation. That 
has all been lost to the State and to the 
Commonwealth. In addition, there is a fair 
amount lost in interest, because we know 
that a :mod deal of the money invested in 
the State stations carrie~ 4~ per cent. and 5 
per cent. interest, whereas it cost 6 per cent. 
to procure. All these losses mean an aggre
gate loss of something like £1,500,000 to this 
State. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: What did you say 
the interest charges were? 

Mr. FLETCHER : 4~ per cent. 
Hon. w. FORGAN s~n·rH: 5~ per cent. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I know it is 4~ per cent. 
for a great deal of it. We know that 
£750.000 worth of debentures bearing interest 
at the rate of 4~ per cent. were paid for 
some of these State stations, and those deben
tures will have to be redeemed in 1926. I 
contend that where the Government made a 
tremendous mistake was in buying the sta~ 
tions at all, but it is the duty of the Govern
ment to put a plain and fai1: ~tatement before 
this Honse of the exact pos1bon of the State 
"ta tions, instead of trying to cioak it and 
disguise the position by issuing false. and 
faked reports. They m·e false, there 1s no 
quP'tion about it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: ·who do you say 

"fakc•d" the re.ports? Do you say that I 
" faked " the reports? 

::\1r. FLETCHER: I say the reports are 
" faked." 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN s~nTH: I say you are a 
liar. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
OPPOSITION 1\'IE~IBERS: \Vithdraw 1 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the Minister 
will withdraw that statement. 

I-Im;. W. FORGAN SMITH: In deference 
ro you, Mr. Kirwan, I. withdraw t~e state
ment, as it is not parhamentary. 'Ihe. ho';. 
member for Port Curtis is very loose m h1s 
"taten1cnts and does not place any value on 
{;cts. I ask vou to direct him to moderate 
his language . .., Efe has boon accusing th~ GoM 
,-ernmcnt, the department, ancl myse,f of 
pnblishing false ,md " faked" report~. 

Th0 CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member for 
Port Curtis says that the G<;vcrnm.ent pre· 
scntcd a " faked " report, he rs not 1n order. 

'i\Ir. FLETCHER: I sa. id that a false 
rcnort has been i,,ucd, and 1 would ;'ot be 
spee king the t.ruth if I said othNwJse. s_o 
what am I to do? I said la:t night that Jt 
was most difficult to deal vnth th•s matter 
arul keep within parliamentary language. 

The CHAIRHAN : Order! I hopo the 
hon. member will koBp within parliamentary 
language. 

i\fr. FLETCHRR: I will stick to the 
trul h. The dinc!Drs of any company would 

ll1r, Fletcher.] 
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not have tho temeritv or hardihood to submit 
a report like this 1o. their shareholders. 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: Thev would be kir ked 
out if they did. • 

Mr. FLETCIIER: The position regarding 
these statioru has now got out of hand. They 
have to admit the losses. Tho Premier. 
speaking at Rockhampton, said that a blunde;· 
had been made, and that there would be 
8ome lossr':> in conncctiou with the stations, 
but he did r,ot say how much. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S:viiTH: No one ever 
d~nied that there ,, as a loss. 

Mr. FLF.TCIIER: \Vlwn the Premier "as 
speaking at Rockhampton, sorncone in the 
andience ralloU out. "'You cannot ht'ld thmn 
all the tin1e, Tod." and " Tcd" f'aicl, '· ~o. 
\VC have to lo~e sornotime," But the fact 
is that "Tod " has never hPaded them at all 
in connection \vith these State cnt(~rprisc·-. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will refer to the Premier bv his 
proper title. · 

Mr. FLE?'C~-IER: I am only quoting what 
th~ man sa1d lll the aud1ence a' Rockhamp
ton. I have hero tho figure .. showing the 
lossC'o on the State enterpriec acCDrding to 
the last report iccued. The lo,s on the State 
Produce Agency was £27,734; on the Sta to 
Cannery, £29,741; State Fishery, £9,807; 
State trawler, £2,599; "Douglas Mawson." 
£10,656; arsenic mine, £4 797 · Baralaba 
Coal Mine, £1,387; State 'steel and iron 
w01:ks, £16,286; Chillagoe smelters, £48.075; 
Irvmebank treatment worh, £18.307; State 
:store at Chillagoo, £726; making a total 
loss of £170.115 on the State enterprises for 
the year. Quite a11art from the lo~;-;os on the 
State stations. The Treasurer comes forward 
and says that there ha, been a deficit of 
£188.000, that being the excess expenditnr,, 
over revenue, but lw doe.-: not take into 
account those trmncndous lo~:;:f>s out of tho 
trust and loan funds that have been inflicted 
on the community by thos, Siatc enter
prises. 

Hon. J. G. i\nr.L: ;\;o wonder thot he has 
to redtH .. ~ Wf!ges. 

, , :\Ir. FLET\II~R: .The Bud vet read by the 
I re:-1s1~n'r L~ .~.- n1ght 1..; m1sk ld1ng unlcs you 
t1ke 1nto .u;rou11t thc,c Jossc·· fron1 S~·n.tc 
entorpri~es. ~ fed more stronrrlv conccrnincr 
the report if.:-:med bY tho Corl~r{lj:,,ioncr fo~ 
Tr:,tle than I do about the balance- hoet, 
because of its deceitful nature. 

l\T1·. RIORDAN: You ar' the last mnn who 
>hould talk about deceit aftp,· the way you 
deceived the Nationalist part~v. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN Sll!TH: 'l'h11t is eomc 
more of his pa.r1ianwntary languagQ. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I believe ,w shOi,ld have 
a trnc nnd unYarnishcd rf'p<Jrt reg-arding onr 
State enterprises. Accordincr to the Act the 
Corrnniss!oner nrn;:;;t pn ~f'ri'"'t a rf'11ort to 
Parliament; but what is the good of is.•uing 
a report if be trios to dc.ccive the Ho nee? 

The CHAIRM \ :'\: Order! If the hon. 
gentlomnn m, kes the charg·c that the· ronort 
i:;; is~ued for the cxprr' '3 purpose of deceiving 
Parlinmcnt. he is out of ord0r, and he rnust 
,';·ithdrn w that stn ten1crli.:. 

Mr. FLETCHF:R.: Wait until I deal with 
tho report. ~I r. Kirwan. and you can judge 
fer yours0,H. 

[1Hr. Ji'letcher. 

The CHAIRMA:"r : Order ! I ask the hon 
gentleman to withclra w that statemellt. 

J\Ir. FLETCHER: In deference to you, I 
withdmw. but l will leave you to judge from 
the rqwt·t itcelf. In ono place the report 
rL ·~cls-

" I regret that circu1n8tanccs compel 
n1o to f"{blnit an nn~''1ti~factor.v fina,ncia.l 
return for the year, particularly as 
in tho two years tho figures 
l'' ·;otccl wore; highly satisfactory." 

Xo,,-, \VC kno\Y that thr P high],· satisfrrctory 
tlg-lll'P-3 sho· ,·t:J in the < :L~e. of the Stat~ 
stations for the vr·:tr to wh1ch he referred 
a rn·oiit of £.25.0.00. but in reality the loss 
,, '" £130.rJO. br·C'ltv e t~H· result "as alto
gt:tber {also, inasrnnch ns the price o£ cattle. 
as I have; said. was infl«ted b,y Ss. Id. per 
hcall -which a,lo!JO n1adc a credit jn the 
accot;nt uf £75,000. A credit note was put 
through in Octcber for a .. alo of cat~le. to 
tekc df,·ct from the 30'h June-Rn unl1card
of thing--when the ctttle ''ere still on the 
s1 at ion and undelivered. \Vith that and 
other smaller things they reduced a loss of 
£130,000 to a crrcdit balance of £25,000. 'l'h~t 
is v hat he calls a satisfactory return; but 1t 
is ~atisfaetory simply because t~e fig_uros for 
the previous year wore so mlsl.ea.dmg and 
untrue. Quite a deal of space 1S taken up 
jn trying -~.oD justi£:,7 the retur:ns for thi~ Y('ar. 
endeavouring to eYade the 1'~3ue, s_celung ~o 
dra \V a. red herring across the tratl. and In 

replvin"' to statements I made-although the 
rt1po~rt dot>J not mention m,v name-by making 
irrelevant statements that are absolutely 
un ound. A "Ood deal of space is occupied 
in praising themselves fo~· the efficient way 
in which the departn1cnt IS run. 

Ko\v, hr~rc is a rather intprcsting passago. 
Under tbe head of "vVages" there is thio 
r-'!mark-

" An jncTpnse of approximately £8,00q. 
This is mainlv accounted for by add1· 
tion:1l CX11f'ndltnrP incurred during July 
to September, 1920. and also relates to 
the unrlenncntioncrl faeL;-

1. RecOI'd branding·," 

\Yell, the hrandings xcro 20 per cent. more; 
but YOH know that to br~~nd you have to 
1nu~t;~r the whole run, whether it is Dmall or 
nTPrtt so that the incrca-:;o in the wages 
~·onld not bo vcTv great from this '·ource. 
TheY ma'· be trifl.ing, and I give him that 
in. , The ;wcond cause is dc3rribod as-

" I\1on; regular clippings.'' 

Now how rnanv dips have they, and how 
manv cattle ha;,e thcv dipped? There are 
prac~tjt ally no dips o~:1 thos<: stations. apd 
,·en few rattle are clipped. Increased dJp
ping; .. indeod! The ,Yholc thing is ridlculouR. 
The lncrcase·d dippings would not mak(~ 
a nv diffprcnce in the cost of wages. except 
to·· a most infinitesimal extent. -The third 
reason is the ono I particulRrly want to deal 
with-

" The largo numh01· of fah turned off 
the various properties at different time" 
of the ?e::tr, vv-hich n~ccPsitat.~d ~,ddjtional 
mustonng and drovmg camps. 

How many cattle di.cJ they ~Pll during the 
vear? Thcv sold 1.041, including cattle and 
horses. And the incror se in wages of £8.000 
"-as mainly on that acroun t! 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: £8 per head ! 

i\Ir. FLETOHER: Yes. \Yhy is there thi, 
inrrca·e? Simply because they were busy 
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an the year delivering the 14.867 head that 
were 11ut into tho prPYious year's accounts 
quite unjustifiably. That transaction acts 
like a boon1erang on them. Ono \\'OnlJ cer
tainly be justilied in a~king ho'.'." they can1o 
to g('t anywhere near tho increa8o in vvages 
which they S(_~y occurred if tho~\T only s?ld 
l.OU heac1. One of the reasons they gtYe 
is rhat thc;v had this terriric branding-
42,999 calvEo: I do not wish to question the 
number of brn,ndings, but \VC \voul.d be better 
pleased and surer ol tho uumbers on the runs 
<'~llll of the branding:' if the manager wore 
less vPrbo:-:;_: in his si:<ttemcnt-. ._ He 1nakes 
most volun1inous re1wrts, and, a.i it '\VPrc, 

apologises for the brsndings being so 
nn1norous, as if the number \,ore open to 
cloubL vYol!, we certainly donbt anything 
that appears in connection with these Stato 
statiom. The whole r('port. conveys a very, 
bad imprr;,.;;ion. It goes on to sa~v-a most 
extraordinary thing-referring to the £8,000 
additiowt! ''·ages-

" The department will ultimately bene
fit to a gn-at extent on account of this 
(-'\:penditure." 

How are they going to benefit? Those arc 
rncre \vords \vhich, to the uninitiated, sound 
big an1 fine. The bonolit is absolutely 
unreal, and such statements should not be 
tolerated by an intelligent House for a 
:"~inglo moment. 

I have not particularly picked out these 
point) with \Yhich I mn dealing. I have 
taken twelve, and ono could pick another 
t\ve1vc just as inaccurate and unsound. Tho 
next. thing I want to mention is the state
ment as to the liabilities illtd assets. The 
statement gives a long list of liabilities and 
a long list of assets, and shows that the 
former arc only £39,000 over the latter. 
Did you oYer hear anything 1nore ridiculous 
than that, in the face of the position of the 
State stations alone, which Jiscloscs dis
tinctly a loss of £1,000,000, of which they 
knew at that time, since the Mini ,tor had 
stat0d on the 17dl August that this loss had 
taken place. and the report comes along in 
October and giYos false figures? 

Hon. vV. FORGAX SMITH : Do you say I 
gave false figures? 

Mr. FLETCHER: I <aid the report gives 
false figures-untrue figures. 

The CHAIR:\fA~: The hon. member is 
not. quite within his rights in making these 
statmnmlt'. They arc a reflection on a high 
public officer. 'The .hon. n1cmbcr, I an1 
sure, is utrmblo of criticising the report 
\vithont using unparli.nnentary languag··'. I 
hope he \vill \vithdra\v his statements regard
,ing a public officer. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I did not say anybody 
was false. I said the report was false. 

The CIIAIR"IA~: Order! The hon. 
member i~ not going to shuffie in that way. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I withdraw the state
ment in deference to you, Mr. Kirwan, but 
I do not know how else I am going to 
de,cribe it. Another statement the report 
n1akcs lJ this-

" In re\ io,,;ing the operations of State 
,onteq1risos it mmt bo r<'membored that 
they were e,t,ablisbod ~tnd arc being 
canied on in the interests of the people 
of Queensland." 

HmY manv cattle from the State stations 
have gono .. into the State bntclwr shops? A 
fractional number-a more fleabite, in com
parison with the total amount of meat sold 

in the shops. How ridiculous to make the 
definite and distinct statement that those 
enterprises have been of immeasurable 
bC>nelit to the people of Queemland, when 
they ha Ye been the Yory reyer·se? Is it not 
>nong to allow such a statement as that to 
bo put before this House. Vvo have to go 
on 1.vith tho3e enorn1ous losse.::: in annual 
trading. and we and our children and our 
childrPn's childrt'n nre going to be inflicted 
with the taxation ncccFsary to pay for them. 
lt j:5 bocanso of lhc~c huge losses in these 
cnterpri os that have been of immeasurable 
henefit to the people of Queensland, that the 
Ministc'r the other day had to be a party 
to the reduction of wagee, thus breaking a 
plc clge he made to tho ekctm·, 

0PPOSino:;- :11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
1Ir. FLETCHER: I sa:· distinctly that the 

hen. gontlcrnan brokP a pledge by reducing 
wages, and on the other hand h0 has been 
exploiting· the workers b;' selling them dcH 
rnca t that he ,yas buying eh ea p. 

0PI'OSITIOX ME;l!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FLETCHER: Again, in connection 

\Yith the State butcher shops, the report 
SU\S-

c "Undoubtedly this enterprise has 
proved of immeasurable benefit to the 
people of this State, who have secured 
by its establishment a stability in prices 
which would not otherwise have obtained." 

Kothinr; could be more absurd than that 
because the peopl·e, during the lengthy period 
of this Govcrt1n1cnt's administration, have 
been absolutely exploited by the Government 
and while the Government have b··en exploit-

ing them, they have, under the 
[7 p.m.] guise of doing the workers a 

good service, told the people of 
this StatP that the ·enterprise was a great 
benefit to the people, ancl in this report 
they cndm " that statement. Up to about 
the beginning of 1921, they supplied oom
mandccrocl meat to the butcher shops-com
mandoorod under forced contracts with the 
1neat con1panics. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat. do 
you caH ''forced contracts"? 

:lfr. FLETCIIER: The meat companies 
\Ycre forced to 1nake contracts under a 
threat of a commandeer. During that 
pt!riod the meat shops may have been 
of some little advanlaii;O to tho worlmrs, 
but from Fcbrnary, 1921, up to 30th June 
Lst the workers have been absolutely 
cxnloitcrl. \Vhilc cattle have been coming 
clo~m in price from 40s. per 100 lb. at the 
comnwnccment at. 1921 to from 12s. to 13s. 
per 100 lb. at the end of June last, they have 
kept the pric"s up with the full intention 
of making big profits to cover their hu.ge 
lo' os in their trading in meat-losses qmte 
apart froru the State station losses. This 
is apparc'nt by the Commissioner's report, 
for on page 9 it says that the butcheT shops 
in their trading made a profit of .£27,?60, b':'t 
this was absorbed by a loss of .£36,000 m thetr 
trading in meat-on their shipments of meat 
homo and the like. During this year just 
the same thing is going to obtain, because 
hup,-e profits muet hav,e been made out of the 
trading of the butcher shops themselves, but 
the whole lot will be absorbed bv the losses 
on dealings in n1cat. We know i:.hat on one 
shipment. of beef home to England they made 
a lc.ss in the region of .£30,000, and that loss 
ha.s to come out of the profits of the 
workers of Brisbane and other towns, 
who are charged a clearer price for 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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their meat. That is what the Government 
have been .doing. To prove that higher 
prices have been charged than were necessary 
e.nd that the people were exploited, I would 
like to quote the reply to a question that 
I asked last session, when I asked if the 
prices in State butcher shops in September, 
1921, wore not considerably clearer than those 
charged in March, 1918, although the price 
of beef in the former period was 21s. per 
100 lb. as against 46s. to 60s. in 1918. This 
is the answer I got-

" In March, 1918, rump steak was 7~d. 
per lb. as against 8~d. in S·eptember, 
1921; corned round was 5~d. in March, 
1918, as against 6d. in September, 1921; 
kgs of mutton were 7d. in l'liarch, 1918, 
as against 7d. in September, 1921; shoul
ders of mutton were 4~d. in March, 1918, 
as against 5d. in September, 1921; chops 
were 7d. in March, 1918, as against 7d. 
in September, 1921." 

In one period, when they were selling the 
meat dearly, they were buying beef at any
thing from 18'. to 21s. per 100 lb. When 
they "ere selling the meat cheaply, beef was 
costing from 46s. to 60s. per 100 lb. That is 
borne out by the Minister's reply, and is 
sufficient proof that what I say is abso
lutely correct. It is not right t.hat the 
people ehouid be misled in this fashion; 
they should know exactly where they stand. 
The Government should be honourable in 
all their dea.lings, and state exactly the 
true position of all their trac,;actions. Up 
to June, 1922. the prices of beef were wil
fully kept high. and the butc.hcrs of Queens
land were making huge profits. Had there 
been legitimate competition, had the State 
shops been out of the way, the people would 
have got cheaper moat, and the butchers 
would have made a normal profit. The 
Commissioner of Prices was inactive where 
the meat shops were concerned, because 
the Government did not want the price to 
come do',Yn. In Gladstono and in other 
places the local butchers felt so ashamed of 
the profits they were making-(Government 
laughter)-that they felt compelled to r<lduce 
the price of beef; and the State butcher 
shops had to follow suit two or three weeks 
afterwards. During the period from Febru
ary, 1921, to ,June, 1922, t.hc people should 
have been getting beef at a price from 33 
per cent. to 50 per cent. lower than that 
which they were being chrrrged. Since 
Jnne, 1922, what an extraordinary change 
there has been! Prices have come down, 
and I do not suppose the butchers have 
ever boon selling the beef so c.heaply. The 
Government have opened new shops. I 
know a young man who spent all his capital 
in starting a shop, only to find some weeks 
afterwards that the Government had put up 
a shop opposite to him. Such action is most 
damaging to private enterprise, because no 
one knows where he s' ands. vYhv is it that 
prices were kPpt up nntil June," and since 
then h1vo been reduced to such an extent? 
There are three reasons. One is that the 
results of the trading of the State butcher 
shops since lst July will not be known until 
October, 1923-aftcr the election-when it 
will not matter to hon. gentlemen opposite. 
Sc,condly, they see an election in sight, and 
they want to justify the existence of these 
shops by giving cheap meat to the people. 
Thirdly, on the State stations and the State 
enterprises generally the Government have 
lost such tremendous sums of money that 
they have become like the gambler who has 

[Jir. Plctcher. 

become so hopelessly involYed that he does 
not , arc if he lo,es everything. The Go
vernment hil.ve reduced prices to such a level 
that they must be losing money by their 
trading in the State butcher shops since 
1st July, 1922. 

A little further on, under the heading of 
" Values placed on cattle at 30th .T uno, 
1920," in an attempt to justify the Minister's 
reply to my criticism, the following para
graph appears:-

" I had before me the late general 
manager's (Mr. McGugan) certificate that 
the 'aluations were £air, and that the 
stock, if sold, would realise.the valuations 
set against thenL" 

There is a mass of other apologetic stuff. 
If that were the argument to be used for 
previous years, it should apply to this year 
also. Does anyone think that the values 
put against the cattle at 30th June, 1921, 
would have been realised? Not \Yithin 
£1 000,000 would they have been realised. 
Th~t shows the falsit,y of the w.hole of the 
statements made in this report and their 
ab,olutc absurdity. One would think the 
Minister thought he was dealing with a lot 
of children and simpletons. He will find 
that he is very much mistaken. The report 
goes on-

" In an agreement between the meat 
companies and the State butcher shops 
it is provided that all beef treabd by 
the companies from State stations shall 
be used exclusively in the State shops." 

The report states-
''This arrangement wo.s agreed to by 

the donartment in order to en de a ,·our to 
carry 'Out the policy of the Government 
in this regard." 

That is absolutely contrary to fact. I 
happened to be ono of the representatives of 
the meat companies that dealt with the 
Government on that occasion, and the meat 
companies had to force the Government into 
agreeing to this, for the reason th~t the 
Govern mcnt used to make a contracc wrth 
the moat companies for. say, 10,000 or 
20,000 tor.s of boo£, and then they would go 
and export all the beef from the Statp 
stations and accept the world's parity for rt 
\Yhilo they "'•vore getting it for .a cheaper 
price fol' trading in their own shops. If the 
companies could be forced to supply bcoi 
under a con~ract of that sort, we should 
certainlv hav0 the bullocks from tho Stat0 
stations" for tho trade of the State shops, 
and \Ye insisted upon e, provision being put 
in the ag:rcomcnt th~tt an equivalent num001 
of bullock, from the Strrte stations should 
be allowed for by the Government before 
anythino- was taken under the contract from 
the meat companies. Vvre insisted upon that, 
yet the report states, in an apologetic way-

" Th:'J. arrangement was agreed to by 
the deparbncnt in an endeavour to. carr_y 
out the policy of the Government m thls 
regard.'' 

Did vou over hear am·thing so futile as that? 
it is" not riuht that such a statement should 
be permitted. Ono would not imagine .that 
a statomed of that sort would be ;ubm1tt0d 
to ParliRmcnt for intellig0nt men to deal 
with. Tho report goes on-

'' It v•:.a.s arranged to take over an~ 
acquire a quantitv of meat, approxi
matPlv 14.000 tDns, "to bo stored in J oh:r 
Cooke's \Yorks <1t a prico below the retail 
market at that time.'' 
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Did you over h0.H of the Government buying 
anything below the retail price at that time? 
The trouble was that thcv made a hu<re 
blunder in that purchase. li:nyone who km;'w 
what they were doing would recognise that 
a hug·e blLmd<•r had been made, but the 
Government persi·.ted in it, and, instead of 
recognising their blunder and reC'tifying it 
straig·ht away, they kept tho moat in store 
for something like eight months, on which 
they paid cold stDrago charges, and then 
shipped it to England, and it >n6 on this 
transaction that thev suffered an estimated 
loee of something 11kc £30,011 0, which has 
to be provided for out of the sale•· to 11eoplc 
from the Stitte butcher shDps in Brisbane 
and el::-ewbe, c. Now \VB come to the gem 
Df the whoL• lot. You could have no greab"r 
example of sophish7 than this. Tho report 
says-

" \Vhereas the State shDps in the past 
have been a great b0ncfit to the consun1cr 
and to the proplo generally, I anticjpatc 
that the slaughter-} ards ju6t established 
wili also be of much assistance to the 
producer, the objc,ctive being to so 
manage both yard and shop as to be 
a h1c to giv0 the pr-oducer a fair price 
for his cattle and supply mc«t to the 
consumer at a most reasonable rate." 

(Oppo:-:itiun 1ang·htPr.) Did YOU over hear 
anything like th_ t '! Can c·on not eee the 
producer !akin;( lighter stop·· and adopting 
.a brighter air and going about as thongh 
he ·was nwdc b~· tbo installation of slaughh~r
yards and chnps bv the Government? Do 
you think the producer got any L0ncfit? 
Not the slightPst! The GovprnrnPnt bought 
their crrttlP in competition with Dthcr people, 
and tbcy ground the producers do-..vn as far 
as the~; could. They did not gD to the small 
prin1ar,' producer, as they infer in this 
report, but they >vent to anyone who >vm!ld 
sell moat the cheapest. whether he be ernall 
or grerrt. ancl it is too ridiculous for >Yords to 
think that they could put such stun· and such 
arrant non:-;( ·:::c into a rr port and try tD 
get a\\~il.Y \Yith it. Then }w goes on to say-

" Air< fldj· many of the cattleowners, 
particularl.. in outlying districts, can 
thank the State butcheries for ha.ving 
bL·cn a blc to realise much better prices 
for their cattle than they otherwise 
\vould ha.vc done." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLrc LA~DS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. FLETC:HER: The hon. gentleman 
says "Hear, hear!" bnt the small primary 
produccrB who may happen to read this 
speech ,,.ill not say that. T.his is the point: 
Have we not al•.;a'·' heard the Minister, 
when dealing >vith thr'c matters, refcJ' to 
the grea.t b~ncfit acrruing frorr1 the State 
stations. and as to ho-\v meat \Y~s going 
into the State butcher shDps? \Ve see 
nothing of the meat going to those shops 
from tlw State stations. He is talking about 
mf.,t going from the private producers. 
What arc the State shtions for if th<'v are 
not to mpply meat tD the people in the 
cities? That bears out mY contention that 
t.hc State stations arc so· far away as to 
make it impo-,ible to supply mt·at to the 
cities. Mr. Barr, in his report, gives a case 
as being t:, pica] Df others. I say that the 
whole report is a mass of irrelevant padding, 
and does nDt carry any conviction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTGRE : It is 
like your speech. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The report states-

" In reviewing the position, and 
having in mind the largo percentage of 
marketa blc bullocks, and also the in
creased quality of State station cattle 
owing to the introduction of high-class 

-bulls, I contend that mv valuations are 
fair and just." ~ 

Owing to the large percentage of market
able bullocks he considers his priC<:3 fair 
and just. ·what about the 42,999 calves 
which were branded that year? Arc they 
not to be taken intD consideration? They 
represent a far greater number than the 
bullocks on the ,tations, so that that statement 
is nonsense. Then he mentions the introduc
tion of hir<h-claes bulls. v17e kno·•· that it 
is only just recently that they have started 
buying buils. How many bulls have been 
spread owr the stations? It is only the 
last year or so that they have been supply
in,c; tht>se bulls to the stations. How can 
the introduction of the bulls referred to 
improve the value of marketable cattle in 
twelve months? It takes that time to breed 
a calf, let alone benefit the whole herd. The 
thing iR a.bsurd. He contends that his values 
are fair and just. I have pointed out how 
J;idiculons that is. He savs-

" Notwithstanding that at that time 
the pricP was 17s. 6d. per lOO lb. at 
the works." 

The Con11nis::doner for Trade n1ust have for
gotten that when making his report, because 
he stated that the whole of the cattle were 
\Yorth £4 16s. 6d. a head. Bullocks were 
only worth .£4, and how many fat bullocks 
an• there in a herd? That shows the 
erroneous statenu~nts ''"hich are 1nudc; and 
RO it· goes on all throngh the piece. Just 
t.o giye an illustration of them, the manager, 
111 hi.; 1 :·port says-

" If t.ho freight was roc1uccd even a 
farthing per lb-., it would. Inake a vei:y 
considerable increase in the value Df the 
c · ttle." 

How much increaee will it make? He could 
no~ ha Ye f''Jnsidered \vhat he \Vas sa~-ing 
,, hen he wrote that. It. .,·ould only ma.ke a 
difference of 2s. pet lOO lb. on f,Lt bullocks, 
which is most inconsiderable when you con
eider the value of all the cattle. Then you see 
in big black lcttcr,-the only black ]otters in 
the rcport·-t.hr tatement that they have paid 
inlerect to the Treasurer-that they have paid 
~0 much ill interest to the rrreasurer since the 
inception of the stations. That is grossly mis
lead in,;, becauee. although the:c may have 
paid the interest. they have incurred huge 
locces which have not been shown. This 
c·ear thev will have to c trrv forward an 
cnormons' loes, or else tho Cabinet will have 
to decide to write Dff something- like three
quarters of a million. I say that, even if 
c1ttl<' go up considerably in price, the State 
stations will have great difficult> in making 
a profit. It is practically an impossibility. 
vYhat the GDvemmPnt will decide to do I 
do not know. The 11inister, when replying 
to my statr:ments last year, made all sorts 
of irrelevant remarks. He quDte.d a lDt of 
figures which did not apply to my state
ments at all. I made one statement and he 
made another, but there w.as no connection 
between the two statements. Anvone read
ing his speech would think that he made a 
vety effectiYc reply to my speech; but I 
say that anyone who reads my speech and 
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th<e hon. gentleman's reply will find that. he 
did not connect his speech with my remarks. 
Judging by his defcnco last yt;ar, I say that 
he would apparently declare that black was 
white while defending the Government's 
entcrpri~c'_;, \Vo saw what tho position was 
the other aftNnoon when the loader of the 
Opposition asked SOIYlC genuine questions 
concerning the SL>_to stations, and he got a 
srmila1· reply to the one I rcc~h-ed to my 
staterru:nts. lie rrcei·n~d an eYusivo Teply~ 
a cheeky reply-a reply quite unworthy of 
the Mini ier. 

Th0 CHAIRMA::'.J: Order ! 

Mr. FLETGHER: I say the reply was quite 
unworthy of tho Minister. 

The CHAIR::'.1AN : Order ! 

Mr. FLETCHER: And the Premier con
ni,·cd at thL "o 't::vasivo replies. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the hon. 
gcntlenwn will obey my call to order. I 
ha,-o alrc~dy pointed out to the hon. member 
that he is certainly not in order in making 
staL·ments of that kind about Ministers of 
the Crov.n. 

:\1r. FLETCHER: I do not know whore my 
state-ments \VCrG not in order. 

The CI-IAIR:\1 \:\I: I hope the hon. gentle
man realises >Yhat he is saying. I hope he 
kemYs what he is saying to the Committc.:. 

Mr·. FLETCHER: I will withdraw any
thing that is not parliamentary. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Withdraw the lot. 

2\Ir. FLETCHER: I say that the Premier 
c' nnived at the Minister's" ovasiYo reply. 

Tho CHAIR::\1AN: Otder ! 

:Mr. FLETCHER: The Premier said 
" IIear, hear!" when the l\Iinist,er finished, 
which shows that he approved of the Minister's 
reply. I do not think it is unparliamentary, 
1\lr. I(invan, to say that that was urnvorthy 
of the Minister. I ask the Minister, in reply
ing to my speech to-night. if he thinks it 
worth a reply, to deal with the facts. 

Hon. vV. FonG.\!i' SoiiTH: They are not 
worth replying to. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I want him to deal with 
th<' figures whore the people were exploited 
from February, 1921, to June, 1922. I do 
not want a mass of figures about anv other 
period than that particular period. "I want 
him to deal V.'ith tho statements which I have 
made to-night, and not deal with other n gun,,, 
l v ant him to confmo himself to actual facts. 
I hope an•·onc \Yho road·. tho Minister's stat·e
rr,ents will read my statement aleo and com
pare the bvo. Tho l\1inistcr made some extra
ordinary statcn1ents when he spoko before. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S;mTH: I take second 
place to you. 

:1\lr. FLETCHER: The Minister did not 
replv to m,- ,;peech at all. but ho gayo an 
houi·'s soapbox oration on the subject. That 
is not a reply you would expect from a 
Minister. I hope the hon. gentleman will 
turn oyer a new leaf. Ho should, eyen at 
this the deYenth hour, lay his cards on the 
table, and say, "\Ve are going to clear up 
the po·ition." Tho Minister should admit 
that there ·,as a huge loss -and say that they 
will write off that los' and start afresh. That 
would be the most worthy and best thing for 
him to <lo. But, if he is going to defend his 
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position, let him stick to the facts. I am not 
talkiu[: so much about tho actual loss on the 
stations, because we knew as far back a.s May, 
1921. that there was a loss on the stations. I 
dult then with the loss. What I deal with 
to-night is the dishonest and fraudulent 
report. 

Tho CHAIR::'.1A:\T : Order ! 
Hon. \V. FORGAN SWTH: \Yithdraw and 

apologise. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Port Curtis to '···ithdraw that statement. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I withdraw. 
The CIIAIRMA:\' : I can assure the hon. 

gentleman that, if he offends again and does 
not obey my call to order, I wili deal 
dra.,ticallv with him. 

GOYER;}IEN1' J\i:E~JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FLETCHER: I am quite sure, any· 

how, that the Treasurer or anyone ol,e who 
has been listening to what I ha \'G been say
ing will recog·nise that what I have said is 
the absolute truth. I have given absolute 
facts. 

}.Ir. PAY:XE: It js all "bosh." 

Mr. FLETCHEE : It is all " bosh " to the 
hon. mcrr1ber bccau':!C ho has not got enough 
intellio·ence to understand it. (Gm·ornment 
laughter.) I cannot conc,~7ve anything so 
reprehensible as tho stooping· of the Govern
ment to ~uch things __ :;; are tatcd in this 
report. I cannot understand what the object 
can be. Thev mu-t hayc thought that by 
prf'c;;enting so ~Yohuuinou:5 a report they we~·e 
going to disguise the position, and _that 1n 
the length of time bBtween last sc,sJon and 
this sc'-.,ion their deeds would be forgotten. 
If thev issue such a report as that to 
which 'J: have been referring in regard to 
their Stato enterprises, what can we 
expect from them in other directioJCs? It 
ma:: be the same in everything else, and it 
will bo ver~' c!iflicult to place any relrance on 
anything the:: do, because they are no~ 
ingenuous; they aro not opon or frank; an~ 
I sav that what wo stnnd for, above all 
thini:~, ls honcst~';r of action and hone",ty ~£ 
exprmsion. !GovNnrnent laughtor.) That IS 

what I have been deahng wrth-not vnth the 
loss on the stations. which has gone by and 
cannot be helped. I sav that, if the Esti
mates and Financial Statement were drawn 
np as this report has bc0n drawn up. it would 
be absurd. 1£ these reports were dra,vn up 
in a fair and honest manner, it would be 
quite different. 

A GoYERKMEXT ?>1Ei\IBER: There you go 
ag·ain. 

Mr. FLETCHER: When one considers all 
iho thing-s that th0 Go,-ornmont have done, 
ono wondrr~ wht~n~ 1t i~ going to end. One 
has !ward the expression that hon. member& 
opposite are nothing but a ba11d ~f politic':! 
advcntnt·crs, and I consider that 1t IS JHSti· 
fiod ,,;hen onf> consider., the things to which 
thcv ha Ye stooped to get out of the position. 
ln \, hich thcv f1nd tlH1m~e1vcs. I can see 
nothing rnoro Serious than this report, because 
there is no t1 xcu::c for it. Tl1cre are no 
cxtrnuating C'ircun1stancr". Ono could under
stand their buying stations and making a 
mistake. boc m se cvervbody makes mrstakes; 
but nobodv Bhould n1ake a report of this 
kind with" a view to disg-uising the true 
position; and I say that -it is so serious 
that von, ~\Ir. I{Irwan. as an honourable 
tna!l, ~ Y ould b(' justified in voting against 
the Government on the want of confidence 



Supply. [ll AuGusT.] Supply. 639 

motion that comes forward on Tucsdav mxt. 
(Opposition cheers and Govei·nment 
laughter.) 

J\1r. PEASE (Herbert) : Before dealing 
with the Financial Statement, I desire, on 
behalf of tho electors I represent. and in 
accordance with a large number of tckgrams 
I have received, to expros·· regret at the ill
ness of the Ho1no Secretary. F1·on1 through
out :t\orth Queensland n1any mcs3agcs have 
been sent to me>, and I hope and trust that 
it will r:ot be long before he is restored to 
health. (Hear, hear !) 

I wish to take this opportunity of correct
jng son1c n1isleading statcn1cnts that haYO 
boon rnado by hon. lncrnbor during this 
debate, and .lho by the leader of the 
Nationalists at the official dinner of the 
National Democratic Council. The latter 
statement VIas as follows:-

" To attempt to legislate with the aid 
of the casting vote of the Speaker or 
Chairman is not right or proper." 

The hon. gentleman's , tatement is not correct, 
because at tho general election the Govern
meut rcceivccl. the endorsement of thirty-eight 
constituencic-, whcrc<es the combined Oppo
sition parti<':-> received tho ondorscrnc-~lt of 
only thirty-four; so thnt any legislation 
brought in by lllt1 rnbcrs on this sido has the 
endorsement of thirty-eight constituencies and 
a majority of four of the electorates of the 
State. 

The leader of the Opposition spent a good 
deal of his time in tr--ing to cloud the if-me 
as to the polic~- of this party. l have ne,·cr 
seen or heard the policy of the Country 
party, but I an1 going to direct some atten
tion to the policy of the Nationalist party as 
expour:ded by the leader of the party at 
Bundaberg, "·here he rs reported to have 
said-

" The Nationalist party policy, so far 
as State enterpri~f!S are concerned, with 
thE' exception of State Insurance, i' that 
they shall cease operation:.; as early as 
po:--iblc." 

No wonder the hon. member for Port Cm·tis 
has been doing his be-t to depreciate those 
enterprise-:, lien~ 1s ::;on1e more o£ their 
policy-

" Tho repeal of the Fair Rents Act is 
necessary. Decontrol of industry by and 
large should operate as soon as possible. 
The Nationalist party ane in fayom· of a 
vigorous inunigration policy." 

[7.30 p.m.] 
~o doubt, they arc. Sper,king at the Petrie 
Terrace Girls' School during the Paddington 
by-election, the leader of the i\' ationali,' 
pa_rty attacked the old-ago pensions, alld 
saJd-

" Pensions and doleB YH)re handed 
out, and this 'Sas bccorning an intoler
able tax on industry." 

Mr. KERR: Ho did not attack the old-ago 
pensio11s at all. 

I\Ir. PEASE: Ho did; I heard him mvsclf. 
In the Commonwealth Parliament" the 
Federal Trc ~.surer ha~ already int.roduc( d a 
rr;.easurc to rcdncc the nut.tcr:rlity Lonus, and 
in introdlJ" ~ .

0
' jt he said-

,; It is an expcnsiYe truve~ty." 

:-;o doubt, the old-ago pemions, as fore
shadowed by the X ationalists in their policy, 
will also be reduced. There is no doubt that 
the attacks going on throughout Au~stralia 

to-day on the old-age pensions and maternity 
bonus will be canied out in Queen1hnd 
once this Goverinncnt arc out of power. 
Look at what the Fuller Government have 
already done in Now South \Vaks. I took 
]Jart in the ~ew South Wales campaign, 
and I heard a lot of promises made on 
behalf of tho anti-Labour people. Look at 
what they hav0 already done! Already they 
ha,·e abolished the Fair Rents Court; 
alre<1dv they have abolished the Anti
Protltooring · Court; already they have 
abolished the forty-four-hour week; and they 
arc abolishing the maternity outfits to poor 
mothers; they are reducing the State aid; 
and the:c aw excluding public senants from 
the Arbitration Court. It is true thoy are 
aJso removing th<J super tax, but ,,hat arc 
they putting in its place? rrhcy are pro
Yiding for £500,000 taxation from the 
crdinary people in the State by reducing 
tho exemption from £250 to £150. What 
they arc giYing away in the abolition of 
1 he super tax will be taken from the wage
earners in Now South Wales. Right through
out this debate members on the Opposition 
,ide have tried to gull the workers. Every 
appeal made on an anti-Labour platform 
right t.hrough the Paddington by-election was 
an appeal to the workers and not to their 
own people. I att0ndod a good many 
Nationalist nwetings during the Paddington 
by-electron, and eYery appeal they made was 
an appeal to gull the workers; and I now 
ask the workers of Queensland to look at 
what the Nationalists of New South \Vales 
have already done. I ask them to look at 
tlw abolition of the maternity bonus, to be 
followed by the attack on the old-ago pen
sions. and I say that is sufficient justification 
for kceiJing this Government in po\vcr; 
because. once we are gone, God help the 
Y· orkers of Qtwonsland. 

The hon. member for Bulimba, who is 
an ex-Treasurer, said something about the 

of govcnuncnt being finance. I am 
prepared to test the precent Govern

ment on their Gnance. It is a good 
thing for Queensland that at this critical 
period of finance throughout the world 
there is a capable Government 'in charge 
i 1 this State. I will prove this by 
cc•mparison. The Commonwealth Bureau 
of Science and Industry figures show the 
iota! bills, cheques, etc., that pass through 
the clearing-houses, and the fig·ures I have 
got shm,· the transactions in Queensland 
from 1914 to 1920. In 1914, under the 
administration of the hon. n1embcr for 
Bulin1ba, th: total transactions arnounted to 
£14.925~000. "-hile in 1920 the total was 
£160.539.000. I havo not got the figures for 
1921, because I have to quote from something 
I <~n prorluoo: but in 1920 the figure, were 
pra'ct.ically double what they were in 1914. 
These figures 5hovv the nmount of n1oney 
t!nt paescs through tho banks of Queens
land. I want now to show the posi
!i•m of the banks in Queensland in 1915, 
,,.hen 1 h0 Opposition controllccl the Trea
~nry benches, H" compared to what it 
\ntS in 1921. The total assets of the banks 
in 1915 amounted to £27.197,542. and in 1921. 
the assets had increaser! to £50.938.968. If 
the test of Government is to be finance. these 
figures prove what a (\OOd Government 
Queensland h~s. The Federal Treasurer, as 
reportr·d in th-· Commonwealth " Hansard," 
page 12069. quoted an official return showing 
a comparative st.atcrnent of administrative 
expenditure of the States of the Common
yyoalth during the financial years 1917-1918 
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and 1920-1921, and the figures quoted prove 
Queensland to have been more econormcal 
than either Victoria, ~ ew South \V ales, or 
Tasn1ania. I \vant hon. 1nembcrs to under
stand what this means. It means that the 
Federal Treasurer had a table prepared by 
exports v. hi eh v.-as read by him in the 
Federal Parliament, and this table proves 
that Queensland, ba,ed on the 1920-1921 
Budget, with an expenditure of £12,500,000, 
effected a saving, as compared with Sew 
South I'Vales, of £2,337,500. Compared with 
Victoria, Queensland effect?d a saving <;f 
£487,500; and, compared wrth Tasmanra, rt 
effected a savmg of £1.050,000. I say, 
again, that, if the Opposition claim that the 
test of Government is finance, these figures 
prove that Queensland ha.s had a good 
Government. \Vo have proved that there is 
rnore n1oney in circulation and n1ore asset~ 
in the banks, and we have proved that the 
Gov::rn·nont of Queensland, in con1parison 
with. the Govcmments of New South \Vales 
and Victoria) have effected a saving in their 
adtninistrativo expenditure. VVhat would 
this mean to a private business? 

Mr. l3EBBlXGTON: Ruination. (Opposition 
interruption.) 

The CHAIHMAN : Order ! 

Mr. PEASE: If the hon. member for Towns
villa obtained a bcdanrc-sheet in regard to his 
chcrnists' shops, and tho rnanager uf his shop 
at lnnisfail saV('d more money in adn1i11istra· 
tion expenses than the 1nanagcr at son1e other 
branch, he vvould not sack the n1anagcr 
at Innisfail; he woulci give him a rise in 
his "S'Jrew." The OppO'-,ition arc unfair 
in regard to the increased expendi i urP. The::· 
do not tell the: people the reason for this 
inrrca0e, vvhieh conld not havt' been avoided 
\vhatever Govcrnn1cnt were in poy;,rer. I 
notice the horr. member for Bulimba did not 
quote any figures. Ho just made a rarnbling 
statemenL Ho knew very well that, if he 
quoted figures, they could bo attacked. and 
he would not quote them. He was too 
0lever. He understands the politic<:tl gamo 
too y;ell. The hon. men1ber n1adc an attack 
with nothing in it at all. 1 was surprised 
to hear n..n ex-Trc::tsurcr make such a state
ment. 'The interest on the public debt in 
1914-1915. as compared with the interest on 
tlw public debt that had to be found by 
this GoYernmcnt last year, shOlVS an incrca '·0 
of £1,255,706. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : \Vho ran up the debt 1 

:c\Ir. PEASE: I am going to justif:;- the 
borr<".-ing. I am quite prepared to justify 
the bor!"ov. ing. (Interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAX: Order ! Order ! 

Mr. PEASE: This is not the time to mark 
time. If this Government shut down on 
public works. where would we all be? Let 
the hon. members who are interjecting travel 
throughout Queensland, a3 the ·Premier and 
members of this party have done, and see 
for themselves. 

Mr. l3EBBINGTON again interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the hon. 
member for Drayton will respect my call to 
order. Might I suggest that he cork up his 
intcrject.iom and giv€ them in the form of 
an intelligent speech? {Laughter.) 

Mr. PEASE: I justify the borrowing of 
the Government because this is the time that 
Queensland wants development. Look at the 
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amount of money in the banks of Queensland. 
le is nece,•sary to find outlet for that money. 
How can we improve Queensland if we do not 
spend money Y Since 1915 the expenditure on 
school buildings has been £318,390. Will the 
hon. member for Dravton wv that that monev 
should not have beer"; spent.? I notice depu
tations from the Opposition repeatedly go to 
the Department of Public Works and ask 
that more money be spent on school buildings. 
On public "orks this Government spent 
£976,221, and on railway construction the 
cxpenditur0 was £5.548,000; and I am very 
glad to Sf>C that, on the E:.tinuJ.JC'"' no"r before 
the Committee. provi·ion is made for the 
completion of the 1\'orth Coa·t Hailway. 

The capital invested m tho railways 
incrmtsed by over £11.000,000, and the 
increased mileag·e was 961 miles. VV e have 
heard a lot about the wages of the publio 
servants, but not on" hon. member has said 
anything about the increases \vhich have been 
granted to public servants by this Govern
ment. In the railway service alone, as the 
Treasurer pointPd out last night, the incl"eased 
·";ages amounted in 1921 alone to £428,792. 
The Auditor-General's report for 1921 stated 
in regard to railways that the increased wages 
and extra co.,t of coal and stores meant an 
additional exponclitu1·e for that year of 
£725.106. The Secretary for Railways quoted 
those figurE~s last SCCJJion when d.eal ing with 
the eshmates of his department. i'clcmbers 
of tb Oppcoition arc not fair enough to tell 
th(' people outside those facts. During the 
Paddington by-election, I attended meetings 
held in support of the N" ationalist candidate, 
n_nJ I ll('Yf'l' h0ard the loa·dcr of the Nation
" lists toll the people how wo had expended 
this money. The hon. gentleman used to say, 
"Look at t.his extravagant Govcrnm_•nt! 
Look ut the an1ount of 1none~;- th!Jy have 
spent." l-Ie did not say "\YO had spent over 
£5.500.000 in railwav construct.ion. That hon. 
rnc-rnbcr also is vcr:;~ fond of applying_ to this 
Govcrnn1ent the tcrn1 "No \Vage Party." 
The ·'xpcndituro ha been incrca~ed by nearly 
£3,C·JO,OOO since this GuYcnr.Jcnt came 
into cff!C' in proyiding inrrz•ac:cs in the 
wages of public :::;crvants awarded by the 
.\rbih·ation Court. That shows the hypocrisy 
<>f hon. members opposite in regard to the 
public "rvants_ Their troubles about the 
public servants! All that hon. members are 
worrying about is the ousting of this Govern
nwnt; that is their only corH'i'!'l1: and they 
are qui'o prepared to us2 anybody to effect 
their purpose. In the Paddington by-·election 
tl.cv appealed to the workers, and the .,-orkers 
ga ..;e thcn1 their answer. I heard thP: 1 cailer 
of the Nationalist party say that after the 
Paddington by-election there \Yould be another 
Government in power. 

Lot uo look at the way in which the 
Government have to protect the peopl2 of 
Queensland from the junta that controls hon. 
members opposite. Sundn· prosecutions 
ltr.dertaken by the Department of Labour 
during the year 1st July, 1920, to 30th J':'ne, 
1921. show that the number of prosecutrons 
nnd~r the Indw'Jtrial Arbitration Act ·was
Brisbanc 66, country 221. The number of 
prosecutions under the Factories and Shops 
Act was-Brisbane 41, country 39. The num
ber of prosecutions under the \Vorkers' Accom
modation Act was 21. The total number of 
prosecutions was 388, and the total fines and 
costs, £801 4s. 6d. The arrears of wages 
secured b:;· the department on behalf of 
employees during the twelve months ended 
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.30th June, 1921, arc astounding. I find that 
no less a sum than £13,428 12s. 2d. was 
-collected in ono year from employers who 
did not pay the rate of wage provided by 
Arbitration Court awards. If there had not 
been a Labour Government policing the Act, 
what would have happened? Yet hon. mem
bers come into this House, and get on the 
hustings and say to the \Yorkers '· \V e r. ro 
your friends. Turn out this Gov'ernment! " 
Those ligur 's alone justify this Government's 
existonc8. 

In 1919-20 increases wore paid to 14,000 
oflwJals m the Harlway Department total
lmg £361,775, while 9,543 officials in other 
departments benefitPd to the tune of 
£312,2)2. In one year alone this Govern
ment had to find in increased wag·es to the 
public servants no less a sum thauc £673 977. 
The Nationalist Government in :"i ew S~uth 
Wales <Lprived the public servants of the 
right of approaching the _Arbitration Court 
-that is how thc-v are goincr to Bave theln
~e,Jves. the trouble of findi7rg the money. 
Tn<? Increased salanos and ·wage.; in the 
Rarlway Deportment bd•veen the year 
1915-16 .. ncl March, 1922, totalled £2 064.487. 
rrhc salaries a.nd aJlo\vanccs of ilrin'1ary 
;;chool teacher'- 111 1918 totalled £544,947; in 
1921 thry tot<illcd £956.:97. The gross 
expend1tnro on E,,tatc education exclusive of 
buildings, in 1914-15-,vhcn the 'hon. member 
for DulimLa w·ts Treasurer-was £565 133 · 
1n 19~1-22 the amount expended ' wa~ 
£1.295,006. That is the wav in which this 
GovQrnmcnt are doing tlwir, work-they arc 
protc"llng tlw people, and they ore cxpcnd
Ill¥'1 

1 
tlns Jnon('y in trying to ('ducato tho 

chr,t,ren. of tlns State. I claim that they 
.arc gt'trnt,-.- rPsnlts. Con1paro tho pcl_ucation 
fignrcs in 1915 Yrith t]lO~:.. o: 19'22. In 
technical colleges in 1915 there were 7 500 
student·,, and in 1921 there were 12' 000 
students. The canclidatf's for scholarsl;ins 
and high schoob in 1915 numbered 1 143 
and in 1921 thu:.· nu m b0rcd 4.264. Srh~lu: 
ship:3 gT~Jntcd in 1915 nurnberl'd 515, and in 
1921 thry nnmlH'rod 1.60S. That goes to 
lll'OYC" thrct the Fwne"· \\·hich th0 Gov~rnmont 
are with wasting thcv Ul'C S~lPDC~ino

to cdut"tc the chil;lron of 
Ln bour GoYcrnnJent initiat~d 

,,-hieh in 1921 wcrA attended 
children. Thf' ('orrr:.cpondC'nce f'1<1S"PS 

sa mo year had 1. 700 pupils. Those 
figurf'<; sho\v the bf'nt1 fit of a Labonr GoYf'rn~ 
ment to the people. \Vo do not ask the 
people to jndgc us on promise, ; \VC ask 
them to .iudge on results; and these are 
son1o rr ",ults. 

Mr. J\Iomm: You ask them to build their 
nvvn schools. 

Mr. PEASE: In connection with State 
.children. look at what has boon spent-in 
1914-15 tlw preYious Government spent a sum 
Df £73.539. <tnd in 1920-21 this Government 
spent £199.727. Th0 expenditure on benevo
lent in+tntions in 1914-15 was £410.124, and 
in 1920-21 it was £923,796. 

Mr. ::VloORE: That is nothing to be proud 
of. 

Mr. PEASE: I am aohamed of the hon. 
member for daring to c<~y that; it is a differ
-ent tale to that which hon. members tell 
on the hustings. \Vhen members of this 
party quote any of these figures on the 
hustings. hon. members opposite say: " Do 
not trust them." 

1922-2 s 

Mr. MooRE: Provided the people would 
work, they would not want all theoe ·doles. 

lYir. PEASE: The assistance to minin" 
during 1921 was £23,394. I wish to thank 
this Govcrnnwnt, on behalf of the rninors 
of Kangaroo Hills, for the money that was 
ad_vanced to assi~t rnining there. Kangaroo 
Hrlls is one of the fine't tin fields in Aus
tralia; we only want to have the rrwt<1l 
1narkcL open again, aud \VC shall have on 
that field huudreds of miners profitably 
employee!. 

The expenditure incurred by this Govern
ment to 3bt March, 1922, in aid of returned 
soldiers was ±;2,923,931; and 4,473 discharged 
soldiers were settled up to 31st March, 1922. 
I lls~r·ned .to the hon. lllCHlLcr for Enoggera 
makmg h1s altack on the people who are 
looking after discharged soldiers, and I .am 
,ashamed of him. At ::VIaria Creek, in ::\' orth 
Queensland. tho soldiers on the soldier -cttle
rnent are doing really \\ell. I have letters 
from soldicm there who are quite satisfied 
with their conditions. I will quote <t better 
authority than the hou. member for Enog
gera in regard to the manner in which this 
Uovern1neut have treated discharged soldiers. 
Brigadier-General Cannan said-

" llo hod no ,,-ish to criticise the 
Government in power; in fact he had 
to thank C.Ir. Coyne (the :Ylir{istcr for 
Lands) for the good 'York lw had done 
for the soldier settiers." 

The hon. member for vViml'or said-
" I--Ie was a rnmYibcr of the land settle~ 

nJc•nt connnittee, vvhich considl·l·ed most 
cxha u2ti Y8 reports be foro n1aking a 
dc.,i,ion. They v. ould Le surprised to 
know the number of corr1plaints that 
"\YCre 111ndc Lv returned :O<>ldiers \i\·ho 
had been settled on the land. The land 
settlenwnt polic:,., ho'· cycr, waoS going 
to work out all right in the end.'' 

I am quite prepared to take the opinion of 
Mr. Ta:,lor m preference to that of the hon. 
rnembcr for Enog~cra, Dl' auyouo else on the 
other side. 

Mr. KERR: That statement was made three 
and ,1 -hu lf years ago. 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for 
BulinJba con1plallled of cxcesjve taxation. 
That CDlnplaint was nut.de durino· the Pad
dington by-election. The hon. t~ember for 
Bulimha did not quote any figures, but I 
will. In 1920-1921 the taxpayers, other than 
f'On1paniPs. a11d including S.UllCl'-tax, nurn
borec! 27.936, who ' ere assessed at £1.2:4,390. 
This works out at an average of £45 per 
capit>t. I '.nlilt hon. gentlemen to under
stand what that means. The taxation rate 
on an incorrw o£ £400 in Great Britain is 
£45 15s. Where is the excess of taxation 
there? Dealing with land tax, we find 
that 24,839 persons \Yore aC'essed at 
an amount of £459,448, or ·an average of 
£18 10s. per head. Included in this amount 
is also land valued at £1.280 and over. 
which meant that 11,518 farmers were assessed 
nt £18,659, or under £1 12s. 6d. per head. 
This se,sion the Government have introduced 
the Bill to relieve the working farmers of 
that taxrrtion. \Vhero is the excessive taxa
tion'? For purposes of comparison I want 
to quote certain Commonwealth figures. I 
do not quote these fignres as a carping 
critic. but for the purposes of comparison 
to show to this Committee that it does not 

Mr. Pease.] 
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matter what Governm<mt is in power the 
financial position would have to be faced, 
and I am going to show how the Opposition 
class of Govcrnrncnt face it in the Federal 
Parliament. l:p to the 30th June. 1922, the 
revenue of the Commonwealth Government 
was £64.913,085. showmg increases as com
pD.red with 1920-1921 as follow:-

Land tax 
Income tax 
Entertainment tax 

£ 
128.350 

2,439,237 
25,845 

\Ve now come to indirect taxation. The pro
fits made in connection with the coinage show 
an incre.Ise of £71,979, in connection with the 

·note issue all increase of £867,466; interest on 
loans for soldier land settlement, an increase 
of £273,862. As the Troa curer pointed out 
the other night, this money for soldier settle
ment is not given to this Government, 
but they ha.ve to shoulder the interest 
and redemption. The repayment and State's 
proportion of pensions increased by £2,961, 
and the patent fees increased by £2,755, or a 
total incr<>ase in direct taxation for one year 
of £2,593,432, and in indirect taxation an 
increase of £1,219,023. In addition, too, in 
that .-.-car the Commonwealth Government 
received a windfall from the British Govern
ment on account of German reparations of 
£836,000, or a grand total increase in rm·enue 
for thut vear of £4.648,455. This Govern
ment, representing the class which the Oppo
sition represent and who they say ar,~ the 
only pe·ople who can {inane:~ a country, in 
spite of an increase in revenue of £4.648,455 
dosed the year with a deficit of £205.180. 
Did I hear an-,' hon. members opposite e.Lying 
that that Government contained expert 
financiers"? No. I n n1 going to give Ron1e 
comments on those figures. not b_v Labour 
men, but by men whom, perhaps. the Oppo
sition may take some notice of. :Mr. Gibson. 
a Tory represontatiY<~, on 24th .July, 1922, 
said-

" The Treasurer disclosed what pur
ported to be a deficiency of £205.180. 
hut which was actually a deficit of 
£5,500,000." 

I will now quote the remarks by Dr. Earle 
Page, who, I an1 ;;,ure. 1nan.v of us know. 
Ho mak0s some comment on the figure.s of a 
Government rcprcscntin;:; a class that hon. 
members opposite rcpre;'.;cnt. I-Io says-

" Comn1onwealth loans maturing in 
1')27 amount to £219.000,000. The renewal 
of the loans on th" last basis would mean 
an incrcRSC' in the annual interest Bill of 
£5, 750,00C." 

If the Oppo-ition had an opportunity of 
lY 1nv, on t.hc Trf'<Jsury b0nchc~' and of repre
senting the class of pcorle tlwt that Govorn
mc~Jt reprP::;::PnL. our intcrPst Bl1L no don_bt, 
\Yould be in·;1·eascd. Dr. Earle Page further 
state -

" The Federal Tr0r1~urer was btulgctin~ 
to a deficit of £2,800.000 and with 
inrTC'ii:"Prl taxatiDn." 

Th- leader of the J'\rrtionalist porty said, 
" Put us 1n powf;r and WP wi11 redu('e tnxa~ 
tion." You can onl:v jud~e what sort of a 
Govcrnnwnt thcv v ould be from whet a 
Go~,~ernmcnt of their dasf are doing in other 
Stat<>~. Dr. Earlc Page further states-

" ThP po; t oFfi"'c ~hewed a profit of 
£1.800.000. whid1 tho Tronsurv had taken 
jnto grnrral revenue . .::nU the'n u~cd over 
£1.000.000 of loan funds in postal expen
diture." 

[Mr. Pease. 

Did I hear the hon. member for Port Curtis 
f'ay something about ''cooking " accounts? 
Dr. Earlc Page further states-

" Last J ear the surplus was manufao
hm"d by cutting out new works. by 
failure to spend money on soldiers' 
graves oversew:~, by starving the air 
service, and by payment of one million 
pounds on expeditionary forces which 
had been charged to loan instead of 
revenue.'' 

Did I hear the hon. member for Port 
Curtis say " cooking accounts "? Th~ . pre
war expenditure on the permanent nnhtary 
forces was £408,000. Now the war is over 
and the expenditure providod by the 
Federal Budget is £984,625. Dr. Earle Page 
fu rthcr sta t<,s-

" £450.000 for the purchase of saw
mills in Queensland was not provided for 
in the budget." 

That is a statement that Queensland will 
ha;-o a groat deal to think over. He did 
not say anything· about dosing those saw
mills. After all thi· the Labour party in 
th··· Fe.deral Parliament moved to reducG 
the military vote by £500.000, and .,, ~-s de
feated by 39 votes to 19, the Country party 
voting with the Gov<'rnmont. Of course 
they would alwa} s do that. They are always 
anti-Labour, and agrrinst the interests of 
the pc·oplc. This critici·.m followed all the 
fireworks display by the leader of the Go
vernment of the Federal House. Hon. mem
bers opposite talk about cracking the whip. 

An 0PPOSIT!OX 1\'Ie:lmEH : You know all 
about cracking the whip. 

Mr. PEASE: I would. not stand up and 
condemn a Government and then go and 
vote with them. The leader of the Labour 
party said to Dr. Earlc Page, "We will 
give you an opportunity of turning this 
Government out of power," but they voted 
against the people, as they always' do. 
During the maritime strike tho Federal 
Government paid £23,980 in relief. They 
were t.hc very people who created the mari
time strike bv denving those people certain 
rights. The FcderaJ Government appointed 
a Royal Commission to inquire into the 
basic wage which did absolutolv nothing. 
During the hearing before the Commission 
rcprosontativos appointed by the Labour 
party " put it all over " the othe~· experts. 
There was not one export on the s1de of the 
capitali,ts who could stand up to the argu
ments adduced by the ordinary people's 
representatives. That Commission cost the 
people of Australia £10,000. In 1921 the 
h":yers got out of tl1e people of Australia, 
in connection with a case trumped up by 
Mr. Hughes, no kss a snm than £6,452. You 
would ha;-o thought that there would have 
been enough patriotic lawyers on the Go
vernment side to snv in connection with this 
case, " IV e will do it for nothing." The 
Commonwealth Government spent a lot of 

1noncy in bringing unemployed 
[8 p.m.] from Port Darwin into Queens-

land. bcc,mse I know th11t not 
ono ticket ''as issued for places beyond 
BriGbanc. The unomploc·ed in Port Darwin 
were dumped do"·n here. and have been the 
canse of a lot of trouble. The Federal Go
Frnnwnt spent £1,223 of the people's money 
in bringing- those unemployed hero. In 
mAking- exchanges of officers of the navy 
with Great Britoin. the Federal Govern
ment spent £10,706 to send officers home for 
a trip. Hon. members opposite talk about 
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the expenses in sending the Premier home 
to arrange to ca.rry on the affairs of the 
State, but the Commonwealth Government 
sent men with brass hats home-men like the 
hon. member for Enoggera. (Laughter.) 
The Federal Government spent £36,946 in 
giving jobs to their political friends in one 
year, in appointments re Comn1crce Act, 
and yet hon. members opposite complain 
of the expense incmred by the Premier's trip 
to North Queensland. 

Mr. MOORE: vVe do not know what the 
expenses were-we want to find out. 

Mr. PEASE : The Federal Government 
purchased a rain-·making plant, which was 
an absolute failure-and they paid £440 for 
it. In regard to the immigration proposals 
they spent £94,500, and that has been a 
dead letter so far a•. Queensland is con
cerned. The Federal Government not only 
sent naval officers home to England for a 
trip, but also military officers; and it is no 
wonder that the hon. member for Enoggera, 
the hon. member for Kurilpa, and other 
ex-soldiers, want to get that done here. 
because they would like to get some of 
these trips. T.he Commonwealth Govern
ment spout £34,979 in sending their political 
friends homo for a trip. They spent on 
Canberra, for a hostel to accommodate 
members of Parliament, £80,000. There 
i3 one item they cut out-they would 
not spend £~0,000 to extend the woollen 
clothing factories at Geclong, but shut them 
up. I have twitted the hon. member for 
Enoggera every time ho has got up with not 
saying somet.hing about Canungra, or about 
the closure of the woollen mills at Geelong. 
During the Paddington by-election I heard 
the hon .. member for Enoggera tell the 
people, " Put us in power, and we will 
start woollen mills here." 

Mr. KERR: Y on did not. 

Mr. PEASE: Th' Federal Government 
clooed down the woollen mills at Gcclong 
because they were competing with their 
friends and could sell materials cheaper, and 
their friend,;; said, '· Shut them up." Tho 
l'eturned soldiers' associations in other States 
have protested against this action ; but the 
hon. member for Enoggua tho other day, 
in a wind:,· harangue, ucver said anything 
about the Federal Government closing down 
the mills at Geelong. 

Something has been said about nd1ing 
legislation through the House under the 
"gag." I am show·ing what Governments 
of the class of hon. members opposite 
arc doing at t.he pre,ent time. Last year, 
a Supplementary Appropriation Bill, with 
a schedule consi,'ting of seventy-eight pages, 
was passed in the last few days of the 
Federal seeoiou of Parliament .,-ithout dis
cu"ion. It '"as inLoduccd in the Senate 
after 11 o'clock at night. The Bill covered 
expenditure for the two years 1919-20 and 
1920-21. The figures for the two years wore 
submitted together. 

The 'IRE.ISUHER: What was the amount? 

Mr. PEA SE. Some millions. Senator 
\Vilson pointed ot!t that they wanted the 
A udito1·-Gcneral's report. \Y 0 ha Ye heard 
hon. n1embers opposi;J protesting about the 
Auditor-General's report being late, and the 
Auditor-General ha replied i!l regard to that. 
Senator \Viloon, in the Federal House, 
pointed out thr,t the Commonwealth Auditor
GGnoral's report was eighteen months behind 

time. 'That is the sort of thing hon. mem
bers opposite do when the? _get into power. 
They promise all sorts of thmgs of they g;et 
into power; but lot hon. _members opposrte 
take my tip-they arG gomg to stay w_h~re 
thov are for a long time. (Opposrtwn 
dis~ent.) 

GovER1'<ME~'f Tv1ENBERS: Hear, hear ! 

::\fr. PEASE: I am goin;s to Tefer to this 
session's Supply Bill in the C?mmomvealth 
Parliament. It was introduced m the Senate, 
and covered an expenditure of £2,500,000, 
and it pa,scd all its stages in fifty-two 
n1inutes. There was no debate in tho qom
mittee stage in the House of Reprosentatrves, 
and why? Becau·<e a Labour Government 
were not in power. The Labour. members 
were " gagged," although they tned t? get 
up a di,cussion. The payments to chantable 
in.;titutions b:.- the Federal Government 
exceeded the Estimate-; by over £12,000. .I 
want to ask how much of that amount rs 
Queensland's share? The people of Queens
land, in common with the other peoj)le of 
Australia, have to shoulder that taxatwn. 

At 8.5 p.m., 
:;'vir. F. A, CoOPRR (Brrrner), one of the 

panel of Ternporary Chairrnon, relieved tht: 
Chairm"n in the chair. 

:\Ir. PEASE: The Commonwealth Govern
ment expended on Canberra last year 
the sum of £200,000. I ask the people ~f 
Queensland to realis_e what will happen rf 
hon. members get mto pow<;r. I. do not 
quote these fJgurc, as a ca_rp1ng cntw, but 
for the purposes of companwn. I say .tJ:at 
the world's finances are m a bad posrtron 
to"dav. I have shown where the Federal 
Trea~urer has shown this Government to be 
handlin"' the financRS of tho State better than 
either the Governments of N cw South \\~ales, 
Yictoria or Tasmania. The FPderal finances 
are in the position they are in to-day ontire!y 
through the effects of war, and we ar_e m 
the bUllle position here. vVo have been twrtted 
bv the Opposition with the amount spent. on 
railways. I >vas told during my electron 
campaign that we should not go on ~ith 
railwa v construction while prices arc so hrgh. 
It is the war which has caused those high 
prices. As I have said, the world's finances 
are in a very bad position. In Great Britain, 
for the first six months of 192'1, there wa, a 
Jeflcit of £67,250,000. She owed Ameri~a 
£856,000.000, and accrued interest unpard 
amounts to over £80,000,000. France has n?t 
met ordinary expenditure cut of revenue 1n 

un v financial year sine·• the outbreak of war. 
In- 1921 France owed America £610,000,000, 
nnd Great Britain £550.000,000, and has never 
puid anv interest on thue debts. The issue 
of pape;· money increased from 5 8001000,000 
francs in 1914 to 37,365.000,000 francs !D 1921. 
It -ly owes America £330,000,000 and Great 
Britain £467,000,000, and has not paid any 
interest. Aw·tria is insolvent and unable to 
n1eet an~v reparation payments, and i · depend~ 
on t on the .Jdlics for food to keep the people 
from stanation. In Germany, in 1914 the 
paper cntTencc· was 2,000,000,000 marks, and 
in 1921 80.000,000,000 marks. The exchange 
ya]ue of the mark in London in 1914 was 
10d., in 1921 ~d., and now it is 10 marks to 
a penny. In Russia, since 1917 paper roubles 
to the value of £120,000,000,000 have been 
issued, and this currenc<: has no purchasing 
power outside Russi J, European States owed 
America over £2,000,000,000 in 1921, and aro 
not meeting interest payments. As a result, 

Mr. Pease.] 
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no further trade is possible, and the unem
ployed oi America exceed 5,000.000. Opinion 
of experts in America is that the only way 
to place matters on a sound financial ba•-is 
is by the cancellation of all war debts owing 
to Ameri< ::t by these European countries. As 
at preocnt it is not only impossible for the 
debts tn be met, but the existence of the 
debts dopror ea tes the exchange value of Euro
pean money and renders it impo_' ible for 
those countries to buy American goods. 'l'he 
only way these d<>bts could be paid would be 
in goods, anrl this would mean the closure of 
American factories. Theso experts also 
reg·ard it a' o·-s"ntial to restore the world's 
finances that the cancellation of the German 
rcp::LrationJ must fol1cv.r tLe g£Y!~0t'al ('anceL 
lation of the war debh of the Allies. It is 
just as impossible for Germany to pay thou
sands of millions to the Allies as it is for the 
Allies to pay America £2,000,000,000. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON : vV e heard all that before. 

:-Ir. PEASE : I am stressing that point for 
this reason: The hon. member for Bowen 
pc·i11ted out, as the Labour people throughout 
Australia pointed out years ago, what would 
happen. The hon. member for Drayton says 
he !ward all this before. Tho Labour people 
of Australia pointed out what the position 
would bo, and just as they pointed out so it 
has happened. The Labour people at tho 
Perth Conference told them exactlv what 
would happen, and it has heon repe.ated in 
this House and everywhere else The position 
in Qneensland is dependent on the cancellation 
of the war debts, yet the hon. member for 
Warwick asks '•hat the;;e figures have to 
do wit-.h rn TlH~V hay.~ a lrji_ to do .. r,-ith 
Queensland, becauSe Q:xet us1Lnd is suflering 
a.:. \vell r , every other p:nt ui Lie V.'orilt. 
W-e had to mffer when the war was on. The 
hon. member for vV arwick did not say, 
'' What has that got to do with us?" when 
the war was on. I take it he was one of 
thosC' who wont round irnprc;~ ing on tho 
young men that they should go to the front. 
Ho hld them that the war was on over there. 
I am spuking now about the effects of tho 
war. Queensland has to shoulder her burdens 
of the war debts just the same as other parts 
of the world. Look at our position to-day. 
It is all th ~ rc"ult of the war. I have 
heard n1cn1bcrs of the Fruit Growers' i\ssocia
tion pointing- out they had no markets. 'l'ho 
hon. member for \Yarwick wants to know 
what these figures have to do with Queens
land; but they have a lot to do with us, 
because our markds are affected. The onlv 
solution of t-l1•J difficultv is the ce.nccllation 
of tho ,,-ar dcbte.. Until that is done Queens
land will cufi'er. Mr. Winston Churchill 
speaking at Dundee, dealing with the ques
tion, summed up in these words-

" The machinery of world exchange is 
seriously impeded because the purchasing 
power of the debtor nations has been 
completely extinguishe-d. The creditor 
nations had a great difficulty owing to 
the <>xchange in exporting to the debtor 
nations, because the latter already owe 
more than they can pay. 

" The debtor nations are under obliga
tions to make enormous exportations far 
beyond their capacity to the creditor 
nations, and those cannot receive the goods 
because it means stifling their own indus
tries. Tho final result is an immense 
curtailment of the whole volume of inter
?ational trade injurious to every country 
1t1 the world." 

[Mr. Pease. 

J t is affecting the State of Queensland in 
just the same way, and it is left to this 
Labour Government to finance the State under 
th,, conditions which exist to-day. I am 
satisfied that tho Queensland Government 
have done their dut' far better than the 
Governments which consist of representative• 
of the party opposite. Mr. Lloyd George 
during the 1919 British elections said-

" vV e are not going to allow Germany 
to pay in such a way as to wreck our 
industries.'' 

But this is happening; for instance, during 
the war l~ngland, France, and America 
developed a considerable dye industry, and 
over :v200,000,000 was im·ected; but, to 
enable Germany to pay, this indu,try has to 
suHer·, t.s -d3·es arc ouc ot Germany's chief 
industries, as an~ also potash, coal, etc. 
Germany now supplies Franco and Italy with 
coaL and the export of vVobh coal suffers. 
.1::'\rrangcrncnts also made for r.cparations in 
kind to France, and during the five years 
1922 to 1J26 £350,000,000 worth of machinery 
aml building materials have to be_ supplied 
to France. The Gcnnan reparat1ons have 
been fixed &t £6,600.000,000 in A B and C 
bonds canying 5 per t tilt. interest and 1 per 
cor,t. arlditional as a sinking fund for redemp· 
tion. Germany has to provide £100,000,000 
:'-'early in qu<ntcrly in.Jtalnlents, and, in addi
tion. has to \cyy an export tax of 26 per 
cent. Up to lot 1\Iay, 1921, Germany had 
paid off £250,000,000 in kind to the Allies in 
coal, cattk, n.t\\- 1uaterials, and ships. 

All thc'e things affect Quo·erBiand, although 
the hon. member for vVanvick want;; to 
know "hat it has got to do with Queens· 
land. I will give the opinion of Herr 
:Erzberger on the situation. This is what he 
said--

" The Allies won tho war but are 
not able to win the, peace. Em·ope at 
peace 1s 1n rea1ity Europe at war. 
Poland is chaos, Austria is being 
~trnngled, and Czecho-Slovakia and 
Silesia seethe with uure2t. 

"The induetrial situation is that, 'vhile 
America and other C{)untrics arc cncum
bor":d \Yith raw materials, our artisans 
arc idle bee a use they '~nnot get the 
rnaterials. 

"German,'s real economic hope is 
Russia, which will eventually be 
sta.bilised under German technical 
initiative, financed by British and 
.Punericau money." 

The British and American financiers a.re out 
to ~tabili ·~ Russja and Gcrnvtn;·, and no 
doubt so;ndhing will be done to open 
Inarkct-.·. for our goods. Speakinr on the 
same subject iu a debate in the House of 
Comrnon :, in J u1y, 1922, ~.lr. L1oyU George 
stated-

" Tho question of the remission of war 
debts was mo:•t important. . , . It 
w~s impo'Sible for Great Britain to con
template proposals that Britain should 
!orf go her claims of £3,000,000,000 
ap;aii1st the Allies without the n•mission 
of her own £1,000,000,000 of debts, 

"Britain ... "'as \vi1ling to enter any 
international discwssion with a view of 
obliterating the whole of her war debts, 
provided she received a benefit equal 
to that which she was prepared to 
confer." 

Labour members urged the withdrawal of 
the army of occupation from Germany, and 
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that Groat Britain should be relieved of the 
burden of this expense. The total cost to the 
Allies of the occupation then was £200,000,000, 
It is always left to Labour to initiate any
thing tangible. England has alrea.dy con
verted £1,000,000,000 of national war bonds 
bearing 3~ per cont. and due 1st April, 
1961, paying from £160 to £163 for each 
£100 bond due 1922 to 1925. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer sL tcd-

" This convorsiDn was a necc«sary pre-
liminary to funding war debts." 

The Commonwealth Government ha.ve also 
pa 'Sed a funding arrangement Bill in con
nection with the advance of £50,000,000 
from the British Government for expendi
ture on the Commonwealth troops in 
Europe. They pay a flat rate of 6 per cent., 
to include interest and sinking fund-in the 
majority of cases for thirty-five to thirty-six 
years. Australia ha.s paid to the uttermost 
limit, as I have imtanced. This included 
the payment of £60,000 as a brnd subsidy 
on account of flour and bread supplted by 
the Imperial Government. I also draw 
attention to the fact tha.t Australia had to 
pay the Imperial Government for the cost 
of the shot and shell used in firing a barrage 
over the Australian troops in France. If 
we examine Australia's war debt bm·den. we 
shall find that nine war loa.ns were issued 
in the Commonwealth, totalling £239.993.400. 
It has taken the whole of the Common
wealth's revenue from direct taxation to 
meet the interest and sinking- fund on the 
war debts. The hon. member for Port 
Curtis talked a lot about wha,t our children's 
children would have to pay, but what t1bout 
the children's children in this respect. 

Lnst year the interest and sinking funds 
in connection with the \\ ar debts of Aus
tralia amounted to £21,082.555, whereas the 
direct r0venue of the Commonwealth was 
onlv £21,150.000. How is this going to 
continue? I have already quoted the 
increased Federal taxation amounting to 
over £4,600,000. The total Australian taxe
tion in 1912 was £12.000.000. In 1918 it ha.d 
risen to £33.000,000, and in 1922 it was 
£70.000.000. How can the people of Aus
tralia stand up to this burden, which every 
year is going to increase? ~Tr. Bruce, tho 
Federal Treasurer, said that salvation lay, 
not in econornv. but that the national turn
over must inc1:easc. 

Mr. J\fOORE: Did he say anyihing about 
repudiation? 

Mr. PEASE : Here is some more of what 
he said-

" There "-a, little prospect of reduc
tion of hxrttion for the present. 
Although a reduction in taxation at this 
juncture would be good policy, it could 
not be effected." 

Ho added-
" Austra.!h was dependent on the rest 

of the world for markeh In 1919 Aus
tralia's exports totalled £140,000.000. and 
in 1921 only £120,000,000. If Europe 
was not ~oing to recover, exporting 
could not be continued, becaus() the 
nations oYer'eas \Yould not bo able to 
pay for the goods." 

="io doubt, members of the Oppooit.ion who 
were pre,,ent when Mr. Bruce made that 
statcrnent saiJ. "I-1car, hear!" V{hen I 
quote son1e figures to sho"'v the position, they 
say, "'What have they got to do with us?" 
The Press ha.s shown them what it has to 

do with thorn. Exactly the same opinion ~as 
been expressed in England. Look_ at the shlp
ping position. Already the Pemnsular and 
Oriental Company have sent eleven steamers 
from London to Auetralia with 68.000 tons 
of unfilled space. and have also laid up in 
the United Kingdom 1,250.000 of net tonna.ge. 
Routers cabled on the 19th July of this year 
that over 10,000,000 tons of shipping were 
laid up in va.rious ports of the world, and 
that the estimated 1dle tonnage was vcclued 
at over £100.000.000. That shipping is idle 
for the reason I have given. The war debts 
of the world are crushing Queensland as well 
a,s Auotralia. The Federal Trea,urcr has 
told us that, and the figures I have given 
have proved it. The financial situation in 
Queensland, as in the Commonwealth, is not 
going to be romcdir d till credits are estab
lished m·erseas for the nations, and the 
budgets arc relitwed of the heavy burden 
of war dGbts. The nations of Europe a.re 
·. tarving for our products, and once credit 
is re,torcd, the situation will be e~sed. \Vool, 
n1eat, dairv productq, metals, etc., are all 
needed. In Ru' ia, Poland, Austria, and 
Germany 30,000,000 people are at present 
removed from the world's trade. This situa
tion now looks brighter, and the question 
of war debts is under consideration, as has 
bc,en shown. Ko Gov0rnment in the world 
('an ease the burden till the w ,tr debts are 
settled, and meanwhile all any Government 
can do is to face the o,ituation. In this con
nection, the pre'•ent Government have cer
tainly merited approval. I am very glad 
indeed that the hon. member for Drayton 
and other hon. members on that side have 
been re ,,ding; because, no doubt, they will 
moderate their views, instea.d of merely 
g-etting up and carpingly criticising the 
Government, saying, " Look at the amou;1t 
of monc:c you have spent!" \\-hen tne 
position is remedied at the other <Cnd of the 
world, this Government, in common with 
every other Government. will reap the 
benefit; but I have prowd by the figures I 
have qnoted that the Labour Government 
can and have handled the financ·'s of the 
State for tho benefit of the people of the 
State, and no other Government could face 
the position otherwise than as we have done. 
\Ve aro the only Government who have 
reduced any taxation. (Opposition laughter.) 
The Kew South \Vales Government have 
reduced the super tax off the ,,, ealthy people. 
but thev have increased taxation on the 

orkors ~by reducing the <:'xemptjon. This 
Government have handled the finances in 
an able \Yav, and I commend the fivures I 
have quoted to the members of the Opposi
tion, because I am quite satisfied that, if 
they would examine them, they would find 
that no Government could have done better 
than we have done. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mad ay): I 
have given a good deal of a.ttention to the 
speeches that have be>n made by hon. mem
bel·s opposite during this session, and I want 
to sa v that it is a remark tlJle thing that any 
part\: claiming a rie:ht to govern this State 
shou.ld put forward ideas~ which can ~e 
charactcrised as nothing else but fatuou" m 
the extreme. (Opposition laughter.) The 
party opposite, led by the hon._ mem~er_ for 
Dalb1~ :ne devoid of constructlve critiCism. 
He re~inded me the other night a good deal 
o£ an ex-member for Burrlim, Lieutenant
Colonel Rankin--

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: The best man in the 
House when he was here. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Ho;,;. W. FOllG \N S:\IITH: That mem
ber a. fe~v ~,ears ago said it was not the 
function of an Opposition to criticise; it was 
the function of an Opposition to condemn. 
Judged from that standpoint, I am satisfied 
that membc>rs opposite can be regarded as 
fairly successful; but, in addition to that 
facultv. it must be remember,ed that any party 
seeking to control the Government of this 
State should put forward something of a con
structive character; that, no doubt, would be 
d0manded b;,- the people. But we find them 
jndulging in a forrn of criticism that is not 
a.t all constructive, loads nol?."bere, and is 
liable to mislead the people, am! render 
them very perplexed about the political 
situation. (Opposition interruption.) During 
the time this Government have been in 
office, they ha vo b< en able to do groat things 
for thP people of Queensland. They have 
been able to place ou the statute-book many 
of the planks of their platform. They have 
been able in perhaps the most difficult 
period of Queensland's history to legislate in 
a way that nflects credit on themselv<:s and 
the Labour part;- generally. \Ve find mem
bers opposite-members like the leader of 
the Opposition, who to-day gave notice that 
he is going to challenge the Government with 
a no~confidence motion-who have no con
cepHon of constructive statesmanship, whose 
criticism of this Government consists in 
referring to the removal of a school 
in his electorate. No doubt, from a 
parochial point of vi'"'"• that is a very 
important matter; nevertheless, it is a thing 
that could have been easily fixed up by 
going to the Under Secretary of my depart
ment or tho Under Secretary of the Depart
ment of Public Instruction. "(Opposition 
dissent.) That is indicative of the general 
policy and criticism of hon. members oppo
sit<>, The trouble is that they lack vi,ion, 
t.hev are unable to con1prehend big ideas, 
theY arc incapable of grasping the poFsibili
tics of the Stato, and, consequently, they are 
not able to put forward a policy which is 
in any way calculat"cd to interest the people 
of Queensland or secure their support. 
(Opposition dif•ent.) 

Let me refer to ono or t'so things that 
this Government have done of a constructive 
natnre. During Exhibition 'reek and for 
some fev. \Veeks previously, men have been 
spl<tking a gc>od deal about the pro 0 pects of 
the cotton industr:;. During his flying tour 
thro11gh (inecnsland ~OlrJc tl1ne ago, Mr. 
Hughes referred in interesting terms to the 
prospects of that industry, and, listening to 
that genth ·man, one \YOuld aln1o:r,t imagine 
that ho ,, as in some way rcsponsibl<: for 
building it up in Queensland. I wish to say 
hero to-night that this Government are 
respon>ible for the development of the cotton 
industry. 

GovKRXMENT ME:\IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hox. W. FOllG/\N SMITH: We mu
tured it 1 we fostered it in every way, and 
we have shown a very large sPction of the 
popuLtion a means whereby their incomes 
can be augmented and the general pros
perity of the commLmity can be increased. 
r:rhe arrangement outlined son1e fevr 'veeks 
ago by the Secretary for Agriculture in 
respect of the continuation of the cotton 
,qgrPPmcnt is generally indicatiYe of the 
policy of this Government. It shows that we 
are capable of big ideas. and have sufficient 
vision to build on in the futurP. That is 
what has ha ppcncd in tho case of the cotton 
industry. For all time it will stand to the 

[Hon. TV. Fo1'gan Smith. 

credit of this Government that, during a 
difficult period, during a period .when mem
bers opposite were crying disaster and 
preachillg a pessimistic doctrine calculato.d 
to injure the prosperity of the State, thrs 
Government came for\vard with constructive 
proposals to help to establish in it a new 
and valuable industry. 

Lot me now deal with the sugar industry 
-the g1'eatcst agricultural industry in the 
State, and, I venture to say, from the point 
of view of the Commonwealth, the most 
important industry in Au>tralia. 

:Y1r. VowLES: What did your Government 
do for it? 

HoN. W. FORGA::--J SMITH: That inter
jection is very opportune. It is well to 
remind hon. members opposite and the 
people outside, whom they seck to misleud, 
what this Government have done for the 
sugar industry. \Yhen we took office in. 1915 
the industrv was in a parlous cond1t10n. 
Owing to the operation of the Price Fixing 
Boards in the Southern States, and owmg 
to a regulation ibsuod by the then. Pri~o 
:Minister of the Commonwealth-a Natwna,rst 

in the perwn of Sir Joseph Cook 
[8.30 p.m.]-the price of sugar. wa,s fixed 

far bdow the economic value of 
the product. and below what was a fai.r pri.:;e 
nece<>,sarv to carry on the industry In this 
State. ?rhe Denhani Government were help· 
](,ss. \Ye know that a delegation was sent 
down but little or no notice was taken of 
tbat 'delegation. The D~nh~m-Bar:res Go
vernment etood idly by tw1ddlmg theu hands 
in a helpless way, and were incapable of 
putting forward any constructi-:e pohcy. The 
first thing that was ,done by this Gove_rnment 
of an irnnort3nt cnaracter was to Issue a 
proclamation acquiring tbe sugar of Quee:>s
land and entering- into an agreement with 
M1·. 'Fisher, the Labour .Prime Minister .of 
the Commonwealth for rts sale at a prrce 
to be fixed that w~s at that time con,"idered 
adequate-a price which helped to stabilise 
the industry oand gave confidence to the 
peoplo cngagrd in it. 
GOYER~MEN'r :::\fE:otBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho~. W. FORGA?-l SMITH : From then, 
up to the pr<::sPnt day, \ve have been. in 
rC.gnJar consultation "',l:ith the representatives 
of thot indusrF, and we have been able to 
build up that !ndustry until it is now in a 
lwttcr position than ever it was bdore. The 
hon. n1e1nber also referred a few Ininutt-., 
a~·> to ono of bis cx-rollragtHY and a2kcd 
.,·bat we had done for that industry. Let 
m.e n_-.mlnd thr hon. n1embrr of tho pas;:;age 
of the Hegulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act 
-an Act which has been the means of 
puttin:;. approximatnly. £2.000.000 into th.e 
pockets of the cane~TDwers-an Act "'\vl.t.ICll 
has 111ade tht~ cancg-row0r a se1f-rc-,.•Jc-c~lng 
1ncn1ber of the community, and. has g1ven 
hin1 fl sa:v in fixing tho price of his con1-
modity. Under the Denham-Barnes Govern
ment, supported by members opposite, the 
cancgro·, C'l'S were. compelled to ta~e any 
price "hich the mJ!]prs at the tune di.ctated. 
and it was a m·ice 1"ascd on that which the 
least efficient mill in a district could afford 
to pay. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Shame! 
HoN. W. FOllGAN Sl\IITH: It is quite 

true that one member of the party opposite 
introduced a Bill called the Cane Prices 
Biil, which had the germ of a good idea, 
but was in no way ambitious. We know 
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that that Bill was carried to its second 
reading stage, but, vvhen tho vvhip ·was 
ccrackcd by the junta \Yhich controlc hon. 
members opposite, we found the Bill was 
dropped, and it ''-cas llC'Yt:l' brought up a.gaiu 
duri!lg the tenn of office of the Nationalist 
Governnwnt One hon. rncmbcr YTho ;vas 
connected with its introduction received a 
portfolio for not be-iug persistent in reintro
ducillg the n1ca "Urc, and it \vas left to this 
Government, in the teeth of malicious and 
virulent opposition, to place upon the 
statutr;-hook a n1easuro which gives justice 
to every section of that industry. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho'l. W. FORGA:_\1 S:WITH: We have 
asked the Commonwealth Government to 
consider the position of the industry to-day, 
and \VC have advocated a renc\Yal of the 
:'115reen1ent for a period of five years. I had 
;he honour of presiding at a conference repre· 
sentatiye of all sections of the industry. 
I met the roprcsenbtiv(o; of the workers. 
of the canegrowers, and of the millers, >and 
at these meetings a policy was dra\Yn up 
dealing with the futuro of the industry. 
That policy has been advocated by this 
GDYernniCnt, and we have done everything 
in our power to secure e.. renewal of tho 
agrecn1ont. VVo knovv that there ha,,~ been 
~, good deal of rni:::repre~cntation in conncr
tion \Yith tho sugar industry in the Southern 
States; that propaganda lns been carried 
on of a very damaging· character, of an 
anti· \u<tralian character. and calculated to 
do injury to Quee11sland. We kno'.\' that 
man' JWDple in the South imagine that the 
Queensland industry is receiving 6d. per 
lb. for its sug·ar. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The Fc·l0ral Labour 
Par(v are trying to reduce the price of 
:3ugar. 

Hox. W. FORGAN S:VliTE: That inter
jection is also opportune, and is indicative 
of lack of knowledge on the part of the 
hon. n1embcr for ..._L\lhcrt. V•l e know that a 
rcdudion in the price of sugar can take 
place and justice be done to the Queensland 
· ugar induetry. IV e know that the price 
\Yhkh prevails at the prc~ent time is due 
to the i1nportat!ons of sugar frorn other part-.; 
of the '\Yorld, due in a large measure to a 
short-•,igbied policy on tho part of the 
Fcoi:h•ral Gov ~rnment. and \VG know that tho 
ogrernwnt that the Queensland Labour 
Govonnnent are asking for~the agromnent 
that the roprr,sentatiYes of all the :ect.ions in 
the 'u~rar industry arc a·cking for--would 
do jushc(~ to every sc<'t1on of the industry in 
Queensland, and sugar could be sokl to the 
people of Australia for 4~d. per lb. Certain 
ndju tJnrn~ no dcubt require to takB place. 
\Ve know that the fr£'ight, lll'OYision for 
bag~. and other rhargcs in connection \vith 
the indnstry, could be rovimYod, but we know 
that ju tice coul.d be done to the Qmonsland 
industrv and at the same time that the 
people 'of Aush·alia could get sugar for 4§d. 
per lb. 

GovER~}fENT l\1EMBERS: Hear. hear! 

Ho'l. W. FORGA:_\1 S}I1TH: That i, the 
position, and hon. members onposite. by that 
class of interjection, aro playin~ into tho 
hands of the people who allege that Queens· 
land i" getting 6d. a lb. for her sugar, tvhilc 
the cctna] facts are that the price paid works 
out at 3~d. 

I wish to refer to some of the remarks 
of the leader of the Opposition with regard 
to State enterprise·,, lie complained of the 
form in which I replied to one of his ques· 
tions, or to a number of them. 

An OPPOSITION JYIE~IBER: 'To all of them ! 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH : I always 
givo infonnatiDn when it is asked for in the 
pulJliu interests. 

1\Ir. BEBBING'ION : To suit yourself. 
l\Ir. VowLES: You ere the judge. 

HoN. W. FORGA:_\1 SMITH: Yes, I am 
the judge. If ho11. members will look up the 
Standing Orders, they will find that Minis
ters of the Crown are the judges as to 
;,-bother questions shall be answered or not. 
There is nothing in the Standing Orders that 
calls upon n1e to give an answer to any 
question, but questions asked in the public 
interests I hwc alwavs replied to with the 
utmost courtesy. Let 'me deal with the ques· 
tion which the hon. member so particularly 
complained of. Ilis question v~as a series 
of statements calculated more to give wrong 
inforn1atiDn or to C'irculate propaganda than 
to elicit information from me. Any point 
thct wa~ contained in the quc,tion was this: 
He claimed that State enterprises should be 
C:ebited with the income tax that private 
enterprise would have paid had it been 
carrying on those industri(">. 

Mr. VowLES: Nothing of the sort. 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: If his ques· 
tion meant anything. it meant that. My 
roplv then was, and is to-night, that it 
would be of no advantage to the community 
to receive a surn of moncv in income tax 
if the payment of such ta;, were rendered 
11ossible bY the e':ploitation of the people of 
(1ueensland. That is an offectiv"" and fair 
reply to the qu0',tion. \Ve know it would be 
of no adYantage to allow people to cbarg·e 
any price they like for meat, bread, and oth<;r 
ncce• ··ary commoditio:;. \Vo know that, rf 
they were allowed to charge any price they 
liked, thov would be in a position to pay a. 
certain amount in incon1e tax. The payment 
of that tax to the State would be nothing 
( omparml to the advantage that is given 
directly to the pC'lple of the State by reason 
of the low prices that are charged in the 
yarious State enterprises. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You tax private enter· 
prise so that they cannot compete with you. 

HoN. W. FORGAN Si>IITH: I wish to 
refer to so1ne of the statements which have 
been made bv the hon. member for Port 
Curtis. I do 'not propose to give that hon. 
m"mber the honour of a categ-orical reply 
to the !ono- series of asc;mtions which he made 
this FJ fter~non; bnt tl1ero are rertain points 
that I must make in justice not only to my
'clf, but to honourable oflicer,; in the depart· 
ment who are not in a position to reply for 
thPrnsclvE's. The hon. member, in the course 
of h-is ren1arks this aftorn<Jon, atLteke-d the 
bona fides of the report of the Commissioner 
for Trade. 

11r. BEB!llXGTON: Of your report. 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: Time and 
ag,in the hen. member used language which 
.. ,, as unbecoming in the extreme ,,·hen applied 
to a public servant who had no chance to 
reply for himself. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Nothing of the sort; 
attacked the report only. 

Hon, W. Forgan Smith.] 
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HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: In the State 
Enterprises Act it is laid down that before 
a certain time in each year. the Com~issionor 
for Trade must furnish to Parliament a report 
on the year's activities. That was done 
last year. The present Commissioner for 
T~·ade has presented three reports, dealing 
With all the enterprises under his control. 
Everyone of the accounts published in the 
report was certified to by an audit inspector, 
first of all. and finally by the Auditor
Gmeral. The report furnished bv the Com
missioner for Trade is his work:_ho is the 
person responsible under the Act for the 
carrying on of. the various activities; and 
never_ at any time have I bad anythmg to 
do with the report, nor have I perused it 
until Jt was ready to be placed on the table 
of this House. Consequentlv the strictures 
passed by the hon. member· are unfair and 
cowardly in the extreme. Mr. Austin the 
Commissioner for Trade, is one of the 'most 
able public servants in the State of Queens
land. Not only that, but he is a gentleman 
whose probity is beyond que<tion. 

GovER10IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. FORGAN SJVIITH: If everv 
member of the public service. if every ma~ 
employed by the Government in any capacity. 
renc!ered to the State the conscientious service 
which is rendered by Mr. Au -tin, we would 
be able to congratulatc· ourselyc, on having 
a public service second to none in the world. 

GovERNMENT ME}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBD!GTON: Is he a judge of the 
prrce of cattle? 

Ho:--l. W. FORGAN SMITH: The remarks 
passed by the hon. member for Port Curtis 
are strictures upon thP Auditor-General and 
the Commissioner for Trade. 

Mr. Fr.ETCHER: No; they are not. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Auditor
General certified to every one of the balance
sheets which tho hon. member, in his loose 
languag~, called ." faked" and very many 
other thmgs. It IS cowardlv in the extreme 
b cast reflections on the ho~our of the Com
missioner for Trade and the Auditor-General. 
If the hon. member for Port Curtis is pre
pared to make outside the statements which 
he made this afternoon under the cloak of 
parliamentarv privilege, the Commissioner 
for Trade will have his remedy. 

M1·. FLETCHER : I will make them outside. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Let him 
n1.ake outsido tho same comments on the 
report that he made hero, and he will find 
that that officer will ha Ye his remedy. 

Mr. Fr.ETCHER: I said nothing whatsoe.-er 
ag2.inst the ofiicer. 

Ho:-;. W. FORGAN SMITH: \Ve find this 
hon. member posin~ as a. financial critic 
posing as an expert jn cattle value~ currencv' 
and very many other things, but he 'i~ 
regarded as one of the most irresponsible 
members in this Chamber. 

GovERN1!ENT ME"liBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. FORGA.N SiiTJTH: The hon. 
member has the irresponsibilitv of a child. 
He gives vent to statemenb ·of which I 
believe, he doe~ not r-caliso the sig-nificai;ce. 
He is one of those creatures who have such 
a superb egotism that the:v imagine that 
their views on any partic:ular subject are 
everything that can be said on that subject, 

[Hon. VV. Forgan Srnith. 

and should be regarded by all of us as being 
as unassailable as Holy \Vrit. Let me deal 
with '-ome of the assertions which he made 
in his bland, irresponsible way, with that 
charming irrc~ponsibility with which he 
rckrrccl last session to declining percentage• 
and to values having fallen by 120 per cent. 
(Government laughter.) lie said thr,t the 
vahw of State cattle was ridiculously inflated. 
I believe that the hon. member is s"o opposed 
to State enterprises that he would like to 
srB the slump in cattle continue so that hi" 
gloomy prognostications with regard to this 
industry would come true. His critici·-m of 
the Commissioner for Trade, and that of 
many others who criticise that officer, is tlue 
to die fact that the Con1mi~csioner is a man 
\vho e1nnot be bought, and \.Yho cannot be 
hluff,-d bv such as he. If the Commissioner for 
'fradt> h~ cl been a man of the type described 
bv the hon. member for Port Curtis, we 
,,:oulcl not have had the criticism we haJ 
this afternoon. The State stetiom, in com
n:on with CYf'fY other enterprise of a similar 
rharactC'l\ are,~ unfortunately, having .a very 
bad time. That is bad for the' State Trc:de 
D<'nartment anrl it is al,o bad for th0 people 
of OnPemla;Jd as a whole. It is a matter for 
p.inccrc reg·yet that the slump in cattle has 
tflken ph1f.f'; and it will be a n~at.ter f~r 
gTPat jnbilation. \Yhen that. market IS 

rr·-tored. when pnces arc stabrlJscrl. and ~he 
indn~tr\- can be carried on on ;;;omcthincr 11k0 
a decent basis. The hon. member rderred 
to our ('attle as having been Ya1ued at a 
c<·rtain pric~. \Vith tha~ airv s_elf-confidence 
\vhich is m characterrchc of hnn. the hon. 
member said that our values were about £2' 
per !wad. As a matter of fact, the cattle 
that \YCfP ~o1d this ~Tear to the mcnbYork~ 
and in other direction, netted just over £4 
per head. . 

Mr. FLETCHF.R: That is just what I saJd. 
HoN. W. FORGAN S'\lTTII: The h?n

membcr said thcv were worth something l1ke 
£2 per head. · . 

:\'\r. FLETCHETI: The whole herd, I saH!. 

HoN. W. FORGAN S~HTH: The hon. 
rrtcnlbcr a(h7 ocrd '·d that the Govcrnn1ent 
should write thC'm down to that va1ue. He 
n,nd others of his party advocated that. the 
Government should dispose of those stat-Jons. 
Ko ono but a madman or a knave would 
advocate the Ba1c of stations at tho pre:::ent 
time. \Vho would sell any enterp1;ise ,":h.cn 
the, market has slnmp0cl, if he ha<;\ b1e aoihty 
t0 hold on" Everything tha.t JS noces~ary 
is h~ing don; in con:r;:tcction with the admlnls
tration of those etatwns. I am. n_o~ the le_ast 
disturbed about any of my aotJv1t1:s clurmg 
the time I ha ye had contro 1 of this depart
ment. Those activities um stand free and 
open criticism, and can bear the light of day. 
I am convinced that one of the_ 1de':s of 
i haec who criticise State cntorpr1ses " to 
enable them to buy them in cheaply. \Ve 
know that this continual criticism and these 
misshtornents both on the floor of this ch:'rn
her end on th0 platform from time to time 
arc nll 'a1cu1at<'d, whether deliberately or not, 
in the direction of depreciating the value o~ 
our a ,cots. If those assets are dcprccratea 
and the nublic generally come to belieye 
hon. n1crrlbcrs opposite and tho Press Wl~o 
guide their policy, then it might occur. If 
this Gov0rnment \vas d fcated and hon. mmn
l:.crs oppo.iite camt~ into power, th _d:, they 
would be able to dispose of those stations to 
their political friends for about hal£ their 
value. 
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Let me now deal with the question of Stat-e 
butcher shops. We know the~e enterprises 
have been a distinct advantage to the peopl-e 
of this State. We know that hon. members 
opposite, when we were working under an 
agreement with the meat works, said that 
immediatelv the agreement expired, if we 
were forced to compete on an equal basis 
with private butchers, that that would be the 
end of State butcher shops. Let me quote 
from the report of the .deputation representing 
the Master Butchers' Association which 
waited upon the Commissioner of Prices-

" A deputation representing the Master 
Butchers' APsociation waited upon the 
Commissioner of Prices, Mr. T. A. Ferry, 
to-day, and a·.ked that the fixed prices 
for beef and mutton be substantially 
incr<'ascd or in the alternative that the 
prices be decontrolled. It was pointed 
out that at the calcyards yesterday, 
bullocks brought as much as £10 per head 
and sheep 6d. per lb. On those prices 
they contended that it was impossible to 
carry on with tho present fixed prices, 
and that if the prices were decontrolled 
it might be possible to obtain increased 
prices in suburbs where they had not to 
compete with State shops or butchers who 
were cutting priC'"s. They considered the 
present fixed prices did not allow any 
margin for profit, and compelled butchers 
to sell at a loss." 

For something oyer a year we have been 
competing on equal tcnns with privat.e 
butchers. \Ve have been able to carry on 
the enterprise more successfully than was the 
case when we had the arrangement with the 
mcatworks. Per"onally, I regret that the 
policy that we have now a·dopted has not 
been in operation from the beginning. "\Ve 
have- carried on these enterprises successfully 
in the interests of the people of this State, 
and we are proving to reasonably minded 
people that, on the same basis as private 
enterpris·e, we can beat them every tin1e. 
I have requests every week from different 
districts-particularly is it the case with 
Torv elcctorate>s-to <'"tablish new S' .ttc 
butcher shops: so that enterpriee gou on 
from success to success. During the war 
period the shops were conducted successfully. 
They have been a financial success, and they 
have been the means of supplying the people 
of this State with meat at a reasonable price, 
and at a figure much below anything in any 
part of the world eithel" then or to .. day. I 
know in mv own electorate one firm controllea 
praetii:ally .. the whol-e of the meat supplies 
in that district. The hon. memhcr for Mirani 
knows that to be the eo" c. \V c know that, 
while that important city was isolated and 
depended upon shipping, those people w0re 
able to fix prices for themselves. What 
happened? Immediately the railway line 
went through I purchased la.nd and started 
to _build a State butcher shop, a.nd immedi
ately the prices came down. Before that 
shop was O[Y ned at all prices ha:d fallen very 
C'.>midembly and the, shop had more than 
paid for itself in public benefit, and the estab
lishment of the enterprise has been worth at 
least 5s. a we0k to eYPry fa.n1ily living in 
that district. I had a r.,quest. from the elec
torate of the hon. member for rroo\vong asking 
for the establishment of a State butcher shop. 
I cst:1hlisht d the shop there, and where private 
ent>-'rpri ,e was doing four bodies a vveek vve 
ue doing eight, and'' ill Fhortly be doing ton. 
The same thing hold, good with regard to 

other places. These enterprises have come to 
stav. 

OPPOSITION JY1EoiBERS : No. 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Hon. mem· 

hers opposite '"ay " No." I take it from 
that that, if they were in power, they would 
dispo ,e of those industries. 

Mr. KERR: There is no doubt about that. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: We have the 
admission from the Nationalist party that, 
given an opportunity, they woul,d dispose of 
these State enterprises. 

::\'Ir. KERR: Yes. 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: We knew 

that all along. We remember a certain 
arrangement that was entered into by that 
party with the Fire Underwriters' Associa
tion and we remember a certain leaflet that 
was' qt!oted in this Parliament indicating 
certain opposition to State Insurance, and 
indicating that, if some dire calamity over
took Queensland and they were returned to 
office, the N ationa]ist party would intro_duce 
legislation in the. inter0cts of _th:' private 
insurance compames. The admission about 
the State butcher shops is on a par with that 
statement. vVe have hoard a good deal from 
hon. members opposite-particularly from the 
hon. member for Dalby-about what he calls 
the caucus, the Tra·des Hall, and other influ
ences which he claims, exert control over this 
party. I ,~ish to say that this party is. !he 
freest party in the world to-d~y. (Opposit~on 
laughter.) This is a party With constructive 
ideas, possessing a policy open for th~ whole 
public to see; but hon. members opposite have 
a policy which is only to f<;ol the public and 
which is dictated to them m secret. 

The hon. member for Toowong made refer
ence to a deputation which waited upon me 
in connection with arbitration. The hon. 
m.:mber had altogether a wrong impreFsion 
of that deputation's mission, and he !!'is
quoted entirely my reply to that deputatiOn. 
'l'hat organisation de"ired to appeal to the 
Full Court as provided for under the Act, 
and I pointed out to them, as I have done 
to evervone else concerned, that the Govern· 
mcnt ~t all times stand for a free and 
untrammelled Arbitration Court. I wish to 
refer to a meeting of a junta at which the 
hon. member for Toowong was present and 
took prut. I refer to a meeting commencing 
on 24th January, 1922, at the Union B>:nk 
Chambers, Queen street. It was a meetmg 
of the Employers' Federation. That fcd~ra
tion held its me'>ting, as it had every nght 

to do. I am not complaining of 
[9 p.m.] that. We know that they ha"e 

organisations, and they have the 
right to organise, but it is well to remember 
that at that particular conference they 
decided upon a c,)rtain po1icy and upon cer
tain thing-s in sec1·ct. I wish to quote fr~m 
the remarks of the president of the associa
tion, Mr. C. W. Campbell, who 'aid in his 
opening remarks-

" I would like to say this just before I 
sit down that the Press arc excluded 
from this conference, so that there can 
be free, open discussion, and I intend to 
1noyc at a later stage that a Press co1n
mittee be appointed to go through the 
report and decide just how much shall be 
given to the Press, This has been done, 
gentlemen, so that there may bo the very 
fullest cliscmsion, and ;you will all be at 
1 iberty t~ e~prcss your vie\vs a') opeuly 
a:; you wish. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Later on the Pr,~ss committee was appointed. 
We SE'' there that the pr0sident said that 
thn Pros:, had been excluded, so that dele
gates would be able to expre's their views 
without any fear of what might happen 
through publication. In dealing with the 
work of the federation, Mr. Campbcll said-

" It had controlled the Qm-ensland 
section of the big -hipping strike in 1890; 
acted as an advisory council to the 
shearers' strike in 1891; assisted in hand
ling tho wharf steiko in 1898; conductod 
the bii'r tramway strike in 1912; and used 
ita infiuonco in frustrating tho cmacbncnt 
of the Unemployed \Vorkers Bill." 

Then he wont on to say-
" I hope all tht 'o who are outside the 
federation will rccogni--e the good work 
we haye been doing and link up. Give 
us a helping hand.'' 

And then he makes this significant statement-
" On many and many a night we have 

gone up to the House when the Liberal 
Government was in power and secured 
alterations in the legislation going 
through, which have all been for your 
benefit. They were in touch with ns all 
the time the tramway strike was on." 

Here is the statement made officially by the 
president of the Employers' Federation of 
Queensland-that night after night, while 
the Liberal Government were in power, they 
wont up to the House and secured altera
tions in legisLttion going through, which has 
been " all for your benefit." That comes 
from a party which is continually talking 
about control bv outside influences. Here 
we find the peo.ple who control the sinews 
of war of hon. members opposite. Those 
are the people who have the funds referred 
to by the "Brisbane Courier." Some timE' 
ago, in C'tstigating the hon. member for 
Dalby, the " Brisbane Courier " said that at 
the last election his party received financial 
support from the same source as the 
Nationalist party, so that to eJl intents and 
purposes they are in the same box. What 
a glorious time they must have had in those 
good old dayo, when, night after night, they 
came up to the Hm'"8. and m8n like the 
hnn. member for Bulimbo, said. "Yes, Mr. 
Camp bel!, I will see the,t that is done; I 
will sec that, in the inter<-~ts of the Em
ployers' Federation, the legislation you 
demand is introduced. and the amendments 
:;ou desire are brought about " ! (Opposition 
dissent..) That is what thev would have done in 
connection \Yith the Rcgu.~atiDn of Sugar Cane 
Prir2s Art. Now wo find the president of the 
Federation, in "'n unguarded moment, admit
ting and showing the control which '"as 
exercised by hon. members opposil ', They 
proposed at this meeting to establish an insur
ance fund which was to be used in the interests 
of the Employers' Federation in any way 
thought desirable. It was proposed to raise 
this fund by making a percentage levv on 
the amount of wages paid by employers, 
and it was also laid down that t.he-;- were 
going to coerce small employers who did not 
come within the scope of the federation; 
:;et the hon. member for Dalby speaks with 
his tongue in his cheek about coercion, so 
far as unionism is concerned. One 0£ the 
members. Mr. R. Bowen, said-

" Now, having got the money, what is 
it to be used for? . . . It can be 
used if it is found necccsary in th0 em
ployers' interests in Parlia1nent, or in 
the Inunicipality." 

[Hon. TV. Pm·gan Smith. 

Then he goes on to refer to the Arbitration 
Act--

" Now, we put through a Quoenslan_d 
Arbitration Act in 1916 whiCh to-day IS 

thrashing us right and left, becaus.:; it 
was thoroughly altered durmg; the time 
when it went through the House, and 
because there was not a man in the 
House to closely watch it. That is the 
position we find ourselves in to-day, and 
for no other reason than that there was 
nobody there in that House to watch 
it-to watch our interests. \Ve want to 
be in a position t.o ha.ve rnoney at our 
back, and to keep a n:an to ';ra~,ch our 
interests, and to pay him for 1t. 

Here wo find it is to be the policy of ~he 
Employers' Federation to raise funds whic;h 
would be useful in Parliament. In what 
way do they propose to use it in Parlia; 
r lOUt? vVe know that the Emplo:y:ers 
Fedcmtion, if they are interested in legisla· 
tion going through this Houm, have the 
right to wait on the Government by wa:j' of 
deputation. Ministers rec8lve. deputatiOns 
from all the varied interests m the com
munity, and "e at all ti_mes give people a 
fair and courteous hearmg. Yet we find 
this man advocating that the funds could 
be found useful in Parliament. Some hon. 
m em hors opposite could shed some light on 
that. We find the Employers' conference 
dealt with organisations generally. Mr. 
Maxwell, M.L.~'I.., said-

" Mr. Edkins told us that he w.anted 
an army for defence, and not defiance. 
I am not too sure that the time has not 
ll,rri ved when we have got to attack." 

What kind of army does the b?n. member 
for 'foo\Yong want, and w,hom do_es he pro~ 
pose to attack? Another fire-eatmg gentle
man at that conference--one of those swash
bucklers who always jingle the spurs and 
rattle the sabre; the type of man dearly 
beloved by men of the type of the hon. 
member for Albert. (Opposition laughter.) 
General 'Thompson, in speaking to the resolu
tion, caid-

" There is another aspect of the strike 
matter and that is t.his: Have we any 
mac hi~ cry able to provide_ for armod 
force''? Is there any machmery to-day 
bv which vou can put your hand on some 
reliable force to put against the forces 
of--

" 1vir. R. Bowen: Hooliganism. 
" General 'l'hompson: If you have 

a few regulars it is wonderful wha~ they 
can resist. I have seen 500 men m the 
shoar•?rs' strike hold up by 75 mounted 
infantry." 

In dealing with some of the points rais~d by 
General Thompson, JI/Ir. R. Bowen saia-

" With regard to the que,tiot: of an 
organised force, I say that there IS none, 
and I do not know that we would have 
any chance of arranging any just now." 

Therebv indicating the kind of force that 
these g~ntlemen had in mind. I read a very 
interesting article in the •: Roc~harnpton 
Bnlletin " recently, dealmg with. this gentle
man's stand as a Nationalist candidate for the 
Senate. That article clearly pointed o~1t 
that thie redoubtable sDn of JI.!J:ars had m 
n1ind the formation of an irregular forc~
not the ordinarv force of the Crown whiCh 
is at the dispos'id of His Ma.jesty's Govern
ment to maintain the authonty of Govern· 
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ment. They had in mind the formation of 
an irregular force, which could be used to 
their own advantage. They wanted men of 
the type of the " l::'inkerton thugs," who are 
a feature of industrial strife in America to
day. At that meeting of the Employers' 
Federation, lHr. Bowen said-

" I do not know whether we would 
have any chance of arranging any just 
now." 

I know that they would not have any chance 
of arranging any just now, simply because a 
Labour Government is in power, and is able 
to protect the community against organisa
tions of this kind. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You got the police to 
shoot men in Townsville. 

HoN. W. FORGAN S::WITH: That IS 

not correct. Hon. members must recog
nise that this policy is advocated by a 
largo section of the community-the sec
tion that controls the political funds of 
hon. members opposite. That is a statement 
made by a man, which, to my knowledge, he 
has never retracted. And his political organi
sation in the Central district, by carrying a 
resolution of confidence in him, particularly 
after this expo cure, identified themselves with 
his policy. We fwd, aiso, that the National
ists h-ere selected this man as a Senate candi
date, so we are justified in saying that they 
are identified with such a policy. 'Ne know 
that qqite recently, in connection with thGJ 
Senate election, the Nationalist party put 
this gentleman forw<1rd quite seriously as a 
candidate. \Vo know where this party gets 
its funds from. \Ve have unmasked the secret 
junta which dictates the policy of hon. mem
bers opposite. \Ve have indicated, at least, 
to a certain extent, the i·deas "hich animate 
them and which would be put in operation 
if they ever sc-uurcd control of the reins of 
government. Happily, the prospects of that 
are yery rcn1ote. 

l\1r. J. H. C. RoBERTS: You are an opti-
ID15L. 

Hox. W. FORG.iN SMITH: I am an 
optimist. I have a greater belief in the 
people of this State and in the intelligence 
of the people than hon. members opposite. 
If I thought that people were of the mental 
calibre of hon. members opposite, then I 
would be very pessimistic as to the future. 
But because l know that hen. members oppo
stte are the mere accidents of politics, and 
becauce I know that their presence in this 
Chamber is merely temporary, I am satisfied 
that the people of this State have too much 
intelligence to trust them with power. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: You could not live 
in your own country, and you had to come 
out here to become a professional politician. 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: I have 
adopted this country, and I have as much 
right in this country as you have. 

GovERNMEXT ME)JBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. FORGAK SMITH: I belong to 
a race that claims the right to make a living 
in any part of the world, and I have the 
capacity to make that living. 
GoYERN~IEXT 11E:~IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: \Ve are just as good 

as you are. 
Hm1. W. FORGAX S::YUTH: I can make 

a living in any part of the world, and have 

been able to do so. I have always been able 
to earn an honest livelihood. I have been 
honoured bv the people of this State, who 
have elected me to Parliament on several 
occasions. They returned me every time I 
put· myself forward as a candidate. It is 
intcrf'3ting to know that people of the type 
of the hon. member for Pittsworth seek to 
cast reflections on men becaus" they come 
from the country which the hon. member's 
party claim to be the centre of the Empire. 

GovERNMEXT l\1E>IBERS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am not 

ashamed of my country of origin. 
GovERN>IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: I do not 
think that my country of origin has at any 
time had any reason to be ashamed of me. 
I claim to be a citizen of this State, and as 
good as any citizen in this State. I am 
a better Australian than some of the creatures 
oppo~ite who are continually defaming the 
resources and people of this country. I 
am prepared to work for the establishment 
of a democracy in this country free from the 
evils of the older countries in Europe, and 
where people of the future will get a chance 
to develop the higher attributes of civilisa
tion, and b!.!ild up a civilisation greater than 
any the world has ever known. That is what 
the Labour party's policy stands for. Hon. 
n1embers opposite have neither the soul nor 
tho mental capacity to understand those ideals, 
but we intend to pursue our policy as we have 
done in the past. \Vhether it is popular or 
unpopular, we know that sooner or later our 
policy will be place-d upon the statute-book. 
Y oar after year we are getting closer to our 
objective, and. the people, as_ a ~esult, are 
getting the benefit of our lcgislatwn. 

GoVERN,!EXT r,fEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. FORGAN S'MITH: I have no 
fear of the future. Wisely guided by this 
GoYernment and by this party, Queensland 
will overcome the difficulties which beset her 
at the prrsent time. \Ve want men with a 
broad outlook, and men who are prepared to 
work in the interests of the people of the 
State and not men like those opposite who 
are ~or king for the secret junta to which I 
have referred. 

GovERXUEXT 1\fniBERS: Hear, hear ! 

At 9.15 p.m., 
The CHAIRMA;;r OF COll!l\IITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

Brisbane) resumed the chair. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): It seems strange 
that wo should be listening to a Minister. of 
the Crown getting down to personalities 
while discussing such an important subject as 
the Financial S'tatement. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN SMITH : Why did the hon. 
member opposite descend to personalities? 

Mr. KERR: The Minister descended to 
personalitiea before any word was mentioned 
by any member on this side of the Chamber; 
and he is responsible for the whole atmos
phere in the Chamber at the pr~sent mo_ment. 
The Minister has seen fit to mfor, Without 
actually making an accusation, that certain 
monevs have been collected and were utilised 
for the purpose of bribing members o_n this 
side of the House. I may say that m the 
Governor's Speech read before this House 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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at the opening of the &ession, there was 
forecast a Bill for the control of racing. 
Vile know that certain information was given 
in regard to this matter in the Address in 
Reply, when it was stated that a certain 
gentleman connected with racing had ldt 
Brisbane on a certain morning, and that 
seemed to coincide with certain legislation 
which I have just mentioned. (Government 
dissent.) I would not have mentioned this 
fact, but the Minister has seen fit in his 
dignity as Minister to deal with this other 
matter. I have never heard for some con
siderable time such a distortion of facts as 
have boon given by some of the speakers this 
evening. At this particular point, one might 
suggest that members of the Government are 
stonewalling their Financial Statement. Not
withstanding the fact that only the leader 
of the Opposition find one other member has 
spoken on this side, there have been three 
members from the Government side, all taking 
th0ir full time practically, debating this 
motion. If ever an indication has been given 
to the people of Queensland that an election 
is pendin/l'. there is the indication there. 
It means that th<>se spc·eches will be printed 
and circulated just prior to an election. I 
think that on such an occasion as the dis
cussion of the Financial Statement the debate 
should be restricted to finance, and even a 
Minister should not be allowed to wander 
all round the world and introduce extraneous 
matter. 

If ev<>r a reason has been given why an 
election should take place, it is contained 
in the Treasurer's Statement and the financial 
tables connected with it. The Financial State
ment and tables give a clear and concise 
account of financial measures during the last 
seven years. Two pages are devoted to the 
amounts expended, and specially pointing 
out that parliamcntflrv appropriations have 
not boon excePdcd. The spending of money 
belonging to the people of the State is one 
of the functions that a Parliament should 
retain, but this Government have never under 
anv circumstances considPr·od this Par!ifiment. 
Th.ey perhaps have considered a Parliament 
in another place-possibly the Trades Hall, 
from ,,,hich thev receive instructions. It is 
possible that they have authorised the expen
diture of the···" la.rgo amounts which have not 
been appropriatcJ by this Parliament. I 
find that the unauthorieed expenditure since 
this Government came into office has been as 
follow':-

1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 

.£ 
877,000 
615,000 
621.000 
454.000 

1,046.000 
1,263,000 

521,000 
It is true that the Government have sum
moned Parliament to give authority after 
they have spent this money-but even then 
they use the " ge,g" in their desire to ignore 
Parliament-but there is practically no Parlia
ment in Qucenslfwd if one judges according 
to the correct functions of a Pa.rliam<'nt. This 
Parliament has b0e•n overridden time and 
again. The statcn1ent in the Treasurer's Bud
get Speech that the appropriation has not 
been exceeded is not correct, because loan 
money has been o\ erspent to the extent of 
£1,205,024. On pag,c 8 of the Trea;urer's 

[ Jlr. ]{err. 

Statement it is said that the loan expenditure 
during the war was as follows :-

£ 
" Expenditure as per Budget 

Table E2 2,599,573 
Repayment of temporary 

loan from Bank of England 1,000,000 
Retirement of Treasury 

bills which matured 1st 
January, 1922 ... 1,124,750 

Dcnbentures redeemed 1st 
February, 1922 15,000 

Amount of war gratuity bonds 
received from soldiers paid 
Commonwealth Gm·ernment 
in reduction of eoldier settle-
ment loan indebtedness 4,451 

Total £4,743,774,'' 

Of that sum £1,205,024 was not appro
priated by Parliament. In New South Wales 
a. Public Accounts Committee went into the 
details of unauthorised expenditure, and what 
thev sav of ?-Jew South \Vales is equally 
apj)licable to Queensland. In the Premier's 
Department there money was spent for motor
cars-upkeep, salaries, and allowances
amounting to £7.220. The advantage of a 
Public Accounts Committee is that they are 
able to get details and publish them-which 
members of this House can never obtain from 
memb<'rs at present occupying the Govern
ment bench0s. \V e ha vo time and again 
tried to get from memb~rs opposite details 
of the expenses of motor-cars and other 
expenses connected with the travelling of 
Ministers. In that respect the Committee in 
New South \Vales said-

" \Yhilst accepting the explanation of 
the ftrst item-£7,220 3s. 4d. in respect 
of motor-• ens-the committee recorded the 
opinion that the State motor-cars should 
be used only for purely official purposes, 
and that every possible effort should be 
rnadc- to economise in expenditure in 
regard to their use." 

Thev also touch upon another matter which 
affects Queensland. It may be mentioned 
that in 1920 this Government doled out to 
n1cn some of \vhonl would not 'York. no less 
than' £32.000, the pxpenditure of \vhich had 
not been authorised by Porliamcnt: and in 
1920-21 the amount was £37.000. The New 
South Wale; Committee said-

" In regard to the item for the distri
bution of blankets to the poor, £4.625, the 
Committee expn·;sed by rbolntion the 
opinion that in the issue of rel_i\f of this 
character the element of pohttcal pat
ronage should be eliminated as much as 
possible, and the distribution ~!'ad as ~ar 
as practicable through rccogntsed chanty 
channels, such as benevolent and other 
no_n-sectari~n 7?cictics and rnunicipal and 
shtrc counctls. 

\Vt know that in countrv towns, some of 
them represented b:- hon. 'm<embet·s opposite, 
hundreds and thousands of pounds are spent 
in fhis wav. A further statement made by 
the Comm;ttee is this-

" Whilst recognising ~hat the incre";s~ 
in the basic \Yago dnrmg the financta., 
Y<~ar under review· crPated abnor1nal con
ditions not foreseen when the Estimates 
were prepar.~d. on general principle' sue? 
largo expenditure in excf -;s of the Estr
matc'i, a.s shown bv the Railway Depart
ment, should not bo allowed. The various 
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departments should keep within their esti
mated expenditure unless absolutely 
unfore~ (,'en and urgent circu1nstances 
arise, and c:hould not merely continue 
spending when their votes run out, relymg 
upon the Committee a.fterwards to sanc
tion such excess expenditure." 

'l'he position in Queensland is that the Go
vermncnt have golle on spC'nding and spending 
without the approval of Parliament, and 
have lllcrclv waited for Parliament to con
finn their 'action. 

To the best of my ability I want to deal 
with the £3.000,00~ of interest on the public 
debt, from the raising of which by taxation 
most of our troubles in Queemland come, 
and I want to show alm that the war has 
not Pntered into the finances of Queensland 
one iota, as the hon. member for Hcrbert 
has sni·rl. Tho CmnHionwe'lJth Government 
have }utcl. to r;,]:=:o loans to carry on the war, 
and the greater allwunt of tho Common.voalth 
pnbllr debt has bc·~·'1 purc~ly \Var f'Xpenditure, 
whereas, if you ancdyse th~ public debt of 
QuC'errland. c'Oll "·ill find that not £1 has 
been allocated for the war or is in any way 
conncrt,~cl \Yith repatriation. 

Ilir. PE,SE: \Ye pay intcre't on tho soldier 
st:ttlcn1e11ts. 

IIIr. KERR: \Ye do nothing Df the kind. 
The soldier settlements rrre prryiw; their own 
intered. That is ju .t the wistake the hon. 
mf'mbn makes. Ile does not grasp th< sub-
ject. IntcrPst is pnid on free-
hold land. but the soldier who obtains 
an achanco :mrl is on the pays the total 

amouut of the intne-.t. The 
[9.30 p.m.] StatP guaranteed such interest. 

nnd through bad rrtan_.gcrnent of 
thc.;e a· -ets theY ha,·e been called upon to pay 
this interest. 'Tiwro haYe been millions of 
pounds C'X]Wndecl by the Commonwealth that 
there is no hope In the world of oYer gcttmg 
back again. 

J\'[r. l'EASE: Tnlk about doles now. 

1\ "r. J\: ETI P" : a tn net going to talk any 
furtlwr u bout I an1 goi1lg· to co1ne to 
the tin a nci a] posi tlon ; n nd I a lll not going 
to Europe; I an1 not golng to America; and 
I r1111 11ot g~;i11g to Russia. 

1\lr. PE.\SE: You ha ye not brains enough. 

:VIr. KERR: I am going to stick to this 
IT\orious St 1tc of Queensland, and show the 
~P'..., that hoa. 1nCn1bcr.s opposite aro making 
of it. 

1\lr. PE\ SE: Tell us about those trips you 
hat!. 

l\1r. KETlR: Yes. and I had all I want for 
-r-:DnH' conside>rahlc time. If the hen. Hten1ber 
wbo illh'rjccb so furiously would o1lly traYol 
:he \\or!J a little more he would get a. 
,_,'!under kno\Ylcdgc· of the world's iinanco than 
he has. I he: ,-o hr ~rd the solf-:.ame speech 
<!clivcrcd bv the hon. 1ncmbor to-night every 
yE>l r con:: ,/uti \-cly for the last three years, 
anD I am learnjng it more or loPs b-- hc~trt. 
AJI the arnc it has sonw p;ood points about 
it that make it \\'Orth listening to. 'lne 
reyenue in Queen land for 1919-1920 per head 
wa3 the rrreatcst of all the States (·xcept 
\Ycstern An.,tralia. In Xow South \V·alc's 
the reYennc per hc1d was £16 5s. 6d. ; 
Victoria £12 9s. 4d.; Queensland. £17 1s. 
3d.; South Australia. £14 lls. 2d.; and 
Western Australia, £20 10s. 6d. I have 
heard hon. members opposite stating tbat 
because the reyenue per head of Queensland 

was greater than that of any other State, 
thorcforo the progre s of the State must be 
in advance of that of anv other State of the 
Comrnomvcalth, but the" revenue per head 
alo110 g·ivC's no indication of our progress. 
The only way in which to obtain any indica
tion of the progrPss of the State i, to analyse 
the revBnue rocei Ycd from the expenditure 
of loan n1oneys. Let us eliminatf:' taxation 
fronc the question. \Ve line! that our rf)\'CLUO 

in Queensland represents 10 per cont. of th<J 
public debt. In J\'ew South WaJc,s, <elimmet
illg taxation also, the revenue amounts to 18 
p,•r cent. of the public debt. In Vict,.,t·ia 
the revenue amounts to 15 per cont. of the 
p1,blic dcb':; and it must not be m·erlookcd 
in this connection that the rate of interest 
raid on the public dr!bt is just about eq,rd! 
;,, all the States. In J\'ew South Wales it i~ 
4.426 per cent.; in Victoria, 4.095 per cent.; 
in <>wPnsland. 4.212 }1Cl" cent.; and in 
South Australia, 4.445 per cPnt. That shows 
that jn Queen~,land ou1~ l'(~YeilUP, La;;,cc1 on the 
public debt. should not be 10 per cent., but 
that it should be at least equal to Victoria, 
\vhero ]t is 15 per cent. ; or, ugai11, to equal 
that of Xew South \Vales. where it is 18 per 
cent. But Queen-land has a vast advantage 
oyer thP other States in regard to tho an1oul1t 
rccci veri for rent and from the sale of lands. 
rrhat js som0thinrr that has cornc into the 
Treasnry without "im_v co-t to the people; the 
r1uestion of the public debt is not concerned 
•cith that. In Victoria they recei,·ecl from 
rhc public lmuh. £538.731; \~·hilc Qncens1and 
r neivecl from this '-'lurce. £1.603.201. That 
nH 'liH that QuePnsland has gained about 
:21.000.000 in that C•1llnection, .ami, ~here· 
fnrP. tl}(~ rc"·0nuo should have bren gr0ater 
bv £l.OrO.OOO in comparison ,,ith tho roYenuos 
of :\cw South \Yales or in ·victoria, but, 
unfr ~·tunateh·, it ls not so. \Ye \Yant to 
got at the ;-oot of the tronble a1J(] '"" why 
"" lmvc to rrct £3.000.000 in taxation to 
nw~t our d<>(~ \Ye fincl that onr public 
rlebt i~ £80,000.000. If \Ye take 5 per cont. 
of that. '.\C' p;C't £4.000.000. If \VC were to got 
that retnrn fron1 our public debt inv ctments 

would to-clay have a snrplus of £1,000,000 
nnd taxation, but, unfortunately, -we arc not 
:::-·:•11 that rPtln·n. and we haYe to extr:.v:;t 
from people £3·,000.000 he· way of taxa-
tion. If vou turn back to 1914. you will find 
!})at the ~"~YC'llUP rPcc~n'd on th0 pu1)[ir> t~cbt 
equals 12~ per Cl'nt. ; that is 2~ per cent. 
gn atcr t11an the a!nonnt r C'CiYPd to-day If 
wo received the same to-day from our loan 
n1onev invcstn1ents as we 1:eceived in 1914. 
\Yf' \,·onld ha ye• an c~xtra, revenue of 
£2.C0J.OOO, making total rcynnuc cf 
£KCOO.Ol0 imtcnfl of £12.000.000, which 
1 on le! ml an that taxation would not be 
cull0cl upon to makP np the dlfFercnc.c. One 
tries to a_naly:w the Virtorian fig~ll'CS 1nT,o1~der 
to sc0 V":h·. rP the secret corrle!" 111. \V t:, 11nd 
t 11n.t ~n Victoria the ta~paver is not roqnirnd 
to support manual \Yorke,rs. for one thing, 
nlld those \Yho refuse to ·work, as vvns th0 
ca:;;c at l\lount ~Iorgan. That \Yas a tyt"~l.cal 
inetancc of hundreds of men for nine months 
rpeciying dol-f's and rations-ablc-bodjpd rnen. 
'·" ho dt'f'lln0(1 t.o .-•,ork for the award n1tes. 
If hon. ·memb(~rs opposite believe in arbitra,
tion-and I think most of them do-I believe 
in arbitration principles, and I believ-e in 
conciliation principks-the.v wonld have 
ach·ised the m+'n at l\lount l\loro.;an to accept 
the award rates. The men at 1'lonnt ::VIorq.1n 
for nine rnonths \vcre living on the taxpn~rcrs 
and declined to work at award rates. In 
Victoria where thev have a Govcrnm<mt who 

' . Mr. Kerr.] 
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know how to a,dminister the affairs of the 
country, they have not had that sort of 
thing to contend with. They have not htd 
to contend with the crazy State enterprise' 
such as vv.e have had. \Vo have had the 
Minister for State Enterprises definitely adr
ing to-night v·hether the Nationalists are in 
favour of wiping out State enterprises. I 
think most people by now are fed up with 
the St,-dt:· enterprises, as they realise t11at 
not orl1~' is revenue going into State entGr
priscs. but that much of our loan monny, 
on vvh~ch tho taxpayer is paying inter€'::::_, is 
going into this sink of Stato enterprise.:·. 
Ah:o much of our trust money, con1ing from 
the depositors in the Savings Bank, is going 
towards the upkeep of these State enter
prise". and we haYo a debit balance of over 
£500,000. Is it any wonder that the 
Natiomdists should say that the'•C crazy 
experiments that arc dt'trimcntal to the pro
gress of this State should be wiped out? 
One of them is the State butcher shops. 
\Vh,_~n thcsr> shop·_:, 'YBTC kept srparate from 

• the cnttlc stations they made thousands of 
pounds out of the peopl0. The profit and lo_ss 
acPmmt for the last three or four years will 
show enormous profits which haYC been trans
ferred to meet the loss·es on other industries, 
such as the fhh industry, State stations, State 
ProduC'e Agcnc~', ships, arsenic mine;;, coal 
minf:.o, iron und steel work:<. s1nr1tcrs, and 
~rroccrv store',. I not onlv say this in Par
liameiit where a handful of people will 
hear m~, but I have >::tid it on the public 
platform: I said it during the Paddingtc:n 
by-election, when the Labour party. had theJr 
majority cut down by 500 votes _m one of 
the strongest Labour strongholds m Qucpns
limd. If tho Lalvmr party at the next de_c
tion lose the same proportion of votes Ill 

cYorv ole torate. the·' will possibly have four 
n1011. sitting on this ;irle of the IIou~c .. 11:any 
hon. memb0rs opposite only won their seats 
b·: fiftv or a hundred votes. If they lose the 
same number of votes by putting the same 
policy before the people as they put before the 
Paddington electors--

Mr. I\YAN: '\Vhat was the i', ',ne? 

Mr. KERR: There was only one issue in 
Paddington. The issue was no retrench
ment. no dcfl.ntio~1, no people bei~g ea"{r,~ed, 
no unemployed. 'That was the pomt. n hat 
happonc-cl? They miseerl the 'bus. It 
cou!d almo't be said that the Secretary fo_r 
"'lim' dolibern,tf>ly misled the electors. H1s 
intention mav havP bocn honest. hut the 
pcon1e v·ho a~e brhind hin1--1Yho are divided 
in their ranks-ar<' the people who >vonld not 
allmY those pro·nisc; to be kPpt. \Ve find 
tbon:~ has b0cn r0trenrhmnnt. -,,·ith ('onc;cquont 
uncmp1n;-rn0nt. In the R .1ihYay_ D0partmrl?t 
hun.rlr0d;;; of 1ncn arc not drn.\YJDg the hns1c 
wag0 -,vhich i~ s? 111urh spoken of !lY hon. 
~·cn~lcn1· n oppo·1t0: they ar0 pooling th_A 
work. Yo», 1\11'. {Chairman. know. ,vhnt 1t 
m' an~ to nool work-the nwn rccen-e three 
F c(! four rlD',"<' "\~;ork per "\YC'E'k instead of t11P 
rcD'nlfltlon fortv-ei,··ht hours. and arC' not 
dr;1ving the ba~i(' ~,vn.g-e pn;v1rl0cl fer a n1a.n 
'vith a v.rifA nnrl thrt:'3 children. Thcrf' IS 
no doubt th<It: the drivers, porters. ehnnter'' 
eh et '<ers, a ntl all grades throne:hout the 
whole service have from time to time pooled 
their work in order to get at least three or 
four davs per week. for which they dra,w an 
avera«e' of about £3 per week. The hon. 
memb~r for Bremer knmvs that in his electo
rate thev hnd a "Black Friday" for a con
siderabl~ time; they have pooled their work 

[Mr. J{err. 

fo1· months in sections of the shops, to get a 
few pounds when they should be drawing 
the basic wage. Yet those hon. gentlemen. 
when it comes to a vote on the question of 
w hcthcr there io to be a reduction, wiil take 
their place with the Government. The 
people in the country know them, and will 
not trust th~m. The retrenchment of 1902 
was not a,, bad as that which is proposed, 
in some instances, by this Government at 
the present time. yet there are men oppo· 
site who arc trying to delude the people 
into the belief that they are the workers' 
friends. Sevcrfil Ministers during the Pad
dington by-election took credit for the 
passage of the vVorkors' Compensation Act. 
That was typical of the attitude always 
adopted by them. That Act was introduced 
in this House by the Hon. J. W. Blair. I 
think I would be right in saying that that 
hon. gentleman would not be seen sitting 
with hon. gcntlmuen who are occupying the 
Government benches at the present moment. 
Let me quote what wus said recently in 
regard to State enterprises at an annual 
n1ceting of the Chamber of Th:Ianufacturer.s. 
The president said-

" There was evidence that they had 
entered upon the reactionary stage of 
deflation and economy. First, he stated. 
we are confronted with the reJult of 
reckless and reprehensible expendi
ture by the Government of public 
funds, and the employment of very large 
sun1s in State trading ventures, which 
not only compote with, but seriously 
restrict private enterprise. Governn1ent 
control in this diredion should be strenu
ously opposed before it is allowed to 
<lovelop into its avowed objective
nationali · ation. From the ~niditor
Gencral's report wo learn that Feven out 
of nine State enterprises arc responsible 
to the Treasurv for the vear ended 30th 
June last, i'or an i],debtodness of 
£1,567,696. Nationalisation of the mean& 
of production run on the 'e linos would. 
in plain English, mean ruination. The 
people who in the past have been heavily 
t1xed to tncct every extra vag:1nt dernand 
will now be called upon to face a deplct<ed 
exchequer, and by taxation and retrench
ment make up for all deficiencies." 

That is oxactlv v, hat ie happening in this 
State. IIerbcrt Spencer defined rce>resenta
tive g·overnment as something that " is good, 
especia1lv good, good aboYe all othcrg, for 
doing th'e thing which a Government should 
do," but "h,d, especially had. bad .1bove 
all other thinp, for -doing the things that a 
GovC'rnment should not do." Trading is one 
of the thiiigs that 2. Government should not 
do. I want to know exactly where this 
tax{lt1on, n :uounting to £3.420,2~6-togcther 
with the int~rcst, 0n our public debt, amount
ing to £3.286,000-i, lerrcling·. I want to 
quote sornc f!,·ures in rf'g ·.rd to taxation, and 
to chow >vhat has t 'en done in th; other 
States in corupariBon with QnPP11s1and. The 
taxation in the different States for the 
periods stated ,-,-as-

l~lfl. i 1D:7. 1:>1'-. 1019.1 F J:1.11921. 

------,-;-,1-··1~;-~i~ 8. d . . -;-;,-1-;-;,-.-~;.---;: 

~~~~t~;~i~~r,llia ~~ ~I' ;~~ ~-1 ~~ ~ ; ~~ ~· ! 1g 1 ~I ~~ 1~ 
Ta1'm>mia ... ,'-J-l l3l _;

1
.'! lRl i 1

1
;;, fi :;~ 21 ~(; .1 :1 1fl 

S. Au~tralin. :-n 1 -±u 7 1"'3 2 .":i0 fi G5 2 

~;~~e~\~;lf~~~. 1; t; I ;~~ ~ I ~i ~ l ~~ 1;; 1 ~{ ~ ~~ 14 



Supply. [11 AUGUST.] Supply. 655 

HONOURABLE J\fEMllERS conversing ln loud 
tones, 

the selling price of the manufac-
If that is done, it means that 

consumer who buys that article must pay 
income taxation of the producer, and it 

really means a higher cost of living and a 
There is no doubt it has 

effect. That is what 
failed to realise. 
ma.n, the cattle 

The financial 
of £188,592, and 

W. COOPER: How will we alter it' 
Mr. FRY: Change the ,Government. 
Mr. KERR: It will be altered before very 

long. 
: It will be on the wrong 
when it is changed. 

finances of 
side 
have so 

that within the next 
years taxation will have to 

a 
one penny, 
anticipated 

revenue must 
that £500,000 

Mr. 
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extra interest on loans which are renewed, 
total additional sum of £1,000,000 will 

to come of revenue. If our invest· 
ments are produce an additional 
£1,000,000 next or three 

ask taxpayer to 
is stopped 

where it 
to be 

situation. Our 
I 

We 
and 

am gomg to quote a few 
figures which will prove that this 

under the jurisdiction the Labour 
has gone down. war had 

to with retarding progress. 
As a matter of fact, it g·ave a wonderful 
opportunity to Australia to develop her sec
ondary industries, because many lines were 
being imported from overseas which we could 
have developed here. We were once again 
given the opportunity to place our industries 
on a sohd basis, but that opportunity was 
never seized by Queensland. Instead, owing 
possibly to the conditions enforced on the 
manufacturer, Queensland became a good 
customer of the Southern States, which 
increased their manufactures. That meant 

· [Mr. Herr. 

extra production, and it meant more men 
gett1ng 1.vork 1n the other States. 

RYAN: There is a lot of building 
going on now, is there not? 

Yes ; there are buildings 
high as the sky, containing 

offices, to pay the land tax 
this Governm,nt, and in them 

are agencies for Southern firms who 
are manufacturing things to be sold to the 
community here. Of the value of the plant 
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.and machinerY land and buildings, through
<:>ut thG whole' of Australia, that in Qtwens
land represents 13 per cent. only. The value 
<>f materials in Queensland represents only 
11 per cent. The added value by manufac
ture in Quccn,Iand represents only 13 per 
cent., and the value of the output in Queens
land represents only 12 per cent. 

Mr. RYAN interjeckd. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member is proud of 
it. He would like to see the whole of it 
wiped out. He makes foolish interjections, 
and is not game enough to get on his feet 
and make a speech, except, perhaps, in the 
Trades Hall whore the Press are not allowed 
to report hi's speeches. And rumour, which 
very often tells untruths-and more 
especial!}, perhaps, in politico than in any
thing else-has it that the Minister for State 
Enterprises is leading a certain element 
there known as the extreme section. Whether 
that be true or not I do not know, but I 
hope that something will come along very 
Boon and create chaos in the Government 
ranks, just a, the Financial Statement has 
created chaos so far as the finances of the 
State arc concerned. 

One very regrettable f'<1ture of the con
dition of Queensland at present is that the 
rural populations to-day are coming into our 
cities to he lodged and fed at the expense of 
the State. It is true that Qucemland 
increas.ecl he1· area under wheat bv 50,000 
acrco. That fact has been pointed to as 
indicating the progress of the State, but 
New South \Yales increased her acreage by 
895,000, and Victoria by 210,000, and South 
Australia-wilh a population of 497,000 as 
s.gainct Queensland's 764,000-has increased 
hers by 88,000. Qu ensland is a great pro
ducing country, probably one of the best in 
the whole world. Even the great nations of 
the world e,ro looking to Australia and 
Queensland as becoming one of tho principal 
dcper:!dencies from which primary products 
"";an be obt<-.incd for their factories; but our 
wool has decreased hy 22,000,000 lb. siuce 
1913. 'dlilst that of Victoria has incrnsed by 
2,000.000 lb., that of South Australia by 
B,OOO,OOO lb., and that of Western Australia 
by 17,000,000 lb. The same thing applies to 
minerals. Of course, mincritls were subject 
to the world's markets, but there is nothing 
to be said in favour of the Government's 
handling of the various coal enterprises and 
State batteries. Tho Government should 
never have go no into this trading. Jl.1any 
thomands of pounds have been sunk in coal
mines on which the taxpayers arc paying 
intereot. As I notice my time has nearly 
expired, I wish now to deal more or less with 
the question of where all this waste and loss" 
is reflected. It is. reflected more or less in the 
Railway Department. For an expenditure of 
£5,046,498 from revenue in 1921 the return 
was £5,330,312, an exce"s revenue of 
£283,814; but in 1913, for a revenue expendi
ture in the Railway Department of 
£3,000,000 less, there was a surplus of 
£1,169,761. 

The TREASURER: You have quoted a lot 
of figures, but they are wrong. 

Mr. KERR: They are not wrong. The 
Railway Department is the department 
around which the whole of the finances 
circulates. Every man you put on the land 
means additional railway revenue. Every 
article p.roduced must be carried over the 
railways, and will thereby increase the rail
way revenue. Instead of building more non-
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paying lines, such as the Burnett, you 
could establish 1,000 settlers at £2,500 each 
0'.1 land adjacent to railway lines instead of 
putting something on to our children's chil
dren, as has' been mentioned to-night, and 
not only on our children's children, but on 
the people who are living to-day. 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the time 
allowed the hon. member by the Standing 
Orders had expired. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesda}' next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

T,he PREMIER : I beg to move-
" That the House do now adjourn." 

The fir,t business on Tuesday v·ill be the 
want of confidence motion. which will be on 
top of the busine,s,paper.; but I desi.re to 
inform hon. members that it will be neces
sary to got a Supply Bill through on 'I'ues
day. If the leader of the Opposition is will
ing to make an arrangement to get that 
Bill through ail its stages on Tuesday, we 
can continue the debate on the want of con
fidence motion; but, if not, that debate will 
have to be concluded, 

An OPPOSITION ME'MBER : Are you going to 
"gag" it? (Laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m. 




