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580 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 10 AUGUST, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jlaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

LAND TAX ACT AMENDMENT BJLL. 
ASSEXT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
the Governor of a mcssrrge conveying His 
Excellency's assent to this Bill. 

QUESTIOXS. 

CoTTOX-GRowrxG CAPABILITIES oF CocNTRY 
BE'£WEEN ETo;-;r A><D NEBO. 

Mr. SWAYNB (Jiirani) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" \Yill lw have a report made upon 
the capabilities of the country lying 
betwcc11 Eton and Nebo, and surround
ing N ebo, for the successful growth of 
cotton?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eachnm) replied-

" The itinerary of Mr. Brooks, 
Instructor in Agriculture, provides for a 
visit to this portion of his district this 
:nonth, so that, his report will reach me 
1n due course. 

CosT OF CoNSTRcOTING RAILWAY TO 
EuNGELLA TABLELAND. 

Mr. SW A YNE asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" In view of the rich agricultural 
timber and mming resources of the 
Euni:iella ta.blcland and the region im
mediately behind it, will he get a report 
made bv the Public \Vorks Commission, 
or throi1gh some other means, upon the 
cost of constructing a railway from the 
present :Ylackay line to the top of the 
range?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYc~ 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, [{ cppel) replied-

" The request will be consider0d by 
Cabinet when surveyors are available." 

ABSENCE OF AGENT-GENERAL FROM LUNCHEON 
GIVEN BY Ac;STRALTAN CoTTOK GROWERs' 
AssoCIATION. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) agked 
the Premier-

" 1. Has his atteetion be0n drawn to 
a cabled report appearing in the 
'Brisbane Courier,' under date of 28th 
July last, headed ' Empire Cotton '! 

"2. If so, did he notice that in the 
said report, whilst the names of most 
of the other Agents-General of Aus
tralia "'.Vcro mentioned as being present, 
Queensland's Agent-General was not 
amongst them ? 

" 3. In view of the importance of the 
cotton industry to Queensland, ''ill he 
inform the House whether this was due 
to th0 a bscnce of the Queensland Ag-ent
General from the gathering, or neglect 
on the part of the Pre;s to publish his 
na1nc amongst those present?" 

The PRE:HIER (Hon. E. G. 'l'heodore, 
Chillago1j rpplicd-

'' 1. Y-es. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. The cables and letters received 

frono the Agent-General show that he 
has alreadv done more lhdul and solid 
work for the c\ustralian cotton industry 
than if he had attended a dozen of the 
Carlton Hotel ch:>mpagne luncheons to 
"hi eh the hon. m em her refers. Before 
Mr. Fiholly left Queells!and he publicly 
said he v:ould shun the fcBtive portion of 
tho Agent-General's duties in favour of 
the practical side, and I confidently 
expected that the hon. member would be 
the last person in this House to con
demn him, ewm by innuendo, for keep, 
ing his promise." 

(Opposition langhte>·.) 

REVISION OF ELEOTOHAI, ROLLS BY POLICE. 

Ho;-;r. W. H. B.AR:'-i"ES asked the Attorney
General~ 

" 1. Have the police boon instructed 
to go through their various districts 
with a view of dealing with the electoral 
rolls and bringing them up to date? 

" 2. ·when was this work last under
taken, if the work has not recently been 
done? 

" 3. Is it his int0nti.an to arrange for 
this work being again undertaken in the 
near future?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Ho,. J. 
Mullan, Flinders) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. This work is done periodically. 
"3. See answer to No. 1." 

CONSTRUCTION OF LoNGREACH-\VINTO>; 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

" Will any provision be made on the 
now Estimates to enable work t;:> be 
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recmnrnonced during the present financial 
year on the Longreach-Winton Rail
\vay ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" Yes; provi,;;ion will be made on the 
new Estimates to enn blo work to be 
recommenced on the Longreach-\Yinton 
Railway." 

GovERN:llENT ::\iEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
(Opposition laughter.) 

NoRTH Co.,sT RAILWAY-CONNECTION 
BETWEEN F ARLEIGH AND PROSERPINE. 

JY!:r. DASH (J£undinobu1-ra). without 
nohce, asked the Secretary for Raih' a >s-

" If rc~sonable financial provision. will 
be. made on the Estimate' to continue 
sat~sfactory working· on the North Coast 
Railway_ line between Farleigh and 
Proserpme, ·o as to enable throtwh rail 
C<~n~1munication to be m~1de with 'ilowns
vllle as ea.rly as possible." 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILV\'AYS 
replied-

" Yes; PTovision will bo made in the 
1922-23 Estimates to enable work to b> 
pt·o.cecdcdwith on the 1'\orth Coa-t line 
satJsfactonh- and expeditiously." 

(Opposition laughter.) · 

CoNSTRt:CTION OF GOONDOON-KA~LIWA 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. COHSER (IJurnett), without notice 
asked the Secretary for Railwavs- ' 

"Vi' ill pro vi ion be made on this vear's 
Estumttes for the completion 0.f the 
Goondoon-Kalliwa line?" (Laughter.) 

Th~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied--

" Tl~cse qn0stions without notice ar.~ 
becon1Ill_f! rather err~barrassing. (Laugh~ 
ter.) . '"hen ans"·crmg the t"o previous 
q~t:sbon_,, I us speaking from memory. 
l\~~y ~cno,vledgc of. the, E -timatc3 is just 
aoou, ~xhaustcd 111 those replies. (Re
newed ,au;,htcr.) Therefon- l ,vi!! ask 
the l~on. n1en1bcr to give notice of the 
question for to-lnOlTO\v." 

(Laughter.) 

PAPERS. 
~ho followinc: p(1_pers wero l.:..id on the 

tab1e, and ordered to bo printed :--

Secoi?d repo~t _on the creation, inscrip
tw?· ann Issuu of Government In
scnbcd stock. 

Report _by the Under Secretary for 
PLiblic Lands under the Dischoro-ed 
Soldiers' Settlement Act,, 1917~1920. 

Return in accor-dance with Section 9 of 
the l\'hning Machiner.,- Advances Act 
of 1906. " 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS' ORGANISA
TION BILL. 

'THIRD HEADIKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \Y. :-.J. Gillies, Eacharn): I beg to 
move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS. 
PROPOSED A:lfEND:llEKT OF ELECTORAL 

DISTRICTS ACT. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
the resumption of the debate on Mr. 
Bebbington's motion-

" That in order to prevent further 
disfranchisement of country districts, it 
is necessarv to amend Section 7 of ' The 
Electoral Districts Act of 1910 ' b\' re
pealing the words ' but in no case, shall 
such quota be departed from to a grc1ter 
extent than one-i1ftl1 more or one-fifth 
less,' and inserting in lieu thcreDf, 
' Provided !hat notwithstanding anything 
conbined in this section or in the last 
preceding section, electoral districts 
which arc wholly comprised within the 
boundaries of cities or towns shall have 
not less t ban 40 per cent. more electors 
than those of electoral districts which are 
wholly beyond such boundaries, and elec
toral districts which comprise land 
partly within and partly without such 
boundarie, shall have not less tha'l 25 
per cent. more electon than those of 
electoral districts which are wholly 
beyond Euch boundaries.' " 

HoN. \V. H. DARXES (131ilirnba) said: 
When the timfl for private membors' busi
ness expired at 6 o'clock a fortnight ago, 
I was in possession of the floor and d 'sired 
to say something on this motion. I want to 
assure the hon. m cm ber for Dra vton that 
my rising to Sl'eak was not with t"he object 
of blocking his motion, and I am very glad 
indeed that aitercd circumstances have made 
it possible for the hon. member to address 
the House in a condition of health verv much: 
morP satisfactory than that in whlch he 
found himself when he moved his motion. 
(Hear, hear!) I am sure we were all 
deeply sorry that the hon. member. from the· 
condition of health to which I refer, found 
it so distressing to spca k on that occasion, 
and I am perfectly certain that, when he has 
th·e opportunity to reply to-day. he will 
furnish this HousP ·with information which 
will be acceptable to hon. member-.. 

The re'1son for my rising to spectk on this 
rnotion was primarily to say hvo thingF. 
One is that for many years p8st, as a mmn
ber of this House, and even dnrino- tho 
period when I was out of the House. I have 
achocatcd a redistribution of seats, for 
which. I bke it. there was abundant reason, 
and that adYDcacy waB not <-:an~::d by any 
drsire to hurt m injure the Country party 
or the country districts. In that connection 
I ought to maJw perfectly clear the position 
I took t•p in 1920. I hoicl in my !J,_nd. a 
copy of my address to the electors, in ;,-h!ch 
this reference was made to a redistributiOn 
of seats-

" Every citizen has a right to take 
part in an election. Adcqn~te protec
tion should be given to the country 
voter, and the electors of the country, 
who are clPvcloping the State, should 
have a smaller margin, s0 far as mem
bers arc concerned, in tho1r favour, than 
in the more thickly popu[a tcd districts. 
(The Na-tional party policy is national).". 

I take it that no n1an 1.vho knows Queens
land, or anything of the needs of Queens
land, can go in any other direction than 
that of saying that the country districts 
should have a margin in their favour, so· 
that they may have that representation which· 

Hon. 1V. H. Banws.] 
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they do"erve. I repeat that to.day. There 
wa,R abundant reason for the reference which 
I have just read. To prove that such was 
th•J ca~e. lot me give some of the inequalities 
that existed at the time when the last 
general election took pl<Lce. The Bulimba 
roll contained tho following numbers of elec
tDrs for the last t.hrec elections:-

1915 election 7,946 electors. 
1918 election 10.647 electors. 
1920 election, over 12,000 electors. 

Lot me compare 
electors on tho 
same periods-

1915 election 
1918 election 
1920 election 

with that thn numbers of 
Chillagoe rDil at those 

2,093 electors. 
1, 795 electors. 
2,191 electors. 

:!'\o one can say it is just for one electorate 
to have over 12,000 electors and another 
only about 2,000. The Premier \vas very 
fortunate in that particular rE•:;ard, The 
Electoral Districts Act of 1910 contained 
absolutely fair proYisions which, if carried 
DUt, wmdcl mod the roguircments of the 
-conntrv. J\Iv p~tccined friend the hon. 
memb~r for Albnt was connected with the 
passage of that Act. I am quite sure thctt 
anyone ·who knovvs hirn realises how fair 
he ie-that ho is not one to inflic·t an inju>ticc 
upon the country districts or upon any part 
of thi3 great State. I hav0 not had time 
tc• go through the rolls which recently have 
been prep uTJ. I contend that \VC should 
-carry occt the prm·ision' of tho original AcL 
One of the cc·ctions of that \et which bv 
this motion it is propo='ed shall be amendC>~l 
-section 7-I'cacls-

" In Inaking the C!ivi-;;ion, ron~idC'r<Ltion 
:::hall b~· g-iven by the Con1n1issionC'rs to-

(rt) Communih' or diversity of 
interest: u ~ 

( IJ) l'>I<'ans of communication; 
( r) l'hysic"l fca tures ; 
(rl) The area of proposed districts 

whieh do not comprise any part of a 
city or to\vn; 

and snbjcct thereto the quota of electors 
shall bf' the basis for the division of the 
State into elc>ctoral districts, and the 
Connni·-qionC'r~ n1ay adopt a 111argin of 
al1o\YaLcc to bo used \YherE'vt·l' necr:;sarv, 
but m I!O c~'0 shall such quota bo 
drparted frorn to a grenter extent than 
one-fifth n1ore or ono-fifth los:--." 

I hold that the hon. member who has moved 
this motion could very much ll.Ol'Co Easily 
have compa~,~0d he rcqnin"., b.~· asking 
for the an1ClHln1c:0t of that ;::Pction 7 in one 
particular. You may have noticed, :Mr 
Spe·1kor. that I !aiel emphasis upon the word 
"1na:v " in the concluding paragraph. I 
tako it that tlw r'-a:::on for the n1ohon. vcrv 
]ar<rdv. is the fact that tho hon. member ;s 
satT.sficcl that the prm·i .io"s of the Act were 
not carried Ollt :in connection with the 
,·eclistribut:on of lo t year. 

l\1r. BEl'3EGTO:-l: Hear, hear! 

Ho:-.r. \Y. H. BAR'-JES: It sc",'rns to me 
that the hon. member could have got over 
the difficulty bv proposing the substitution of 
"'' shall " for " 1nay "; that ·would have n1ade 
it impcra tin' to adopt a margin of allow
ance. I bolioYe I am right in "';ving that 
the members of the )iationalist party are 
"CJuite prepared to support that amendment; 
they believe it is only iust and right; and, 
if the opportunity is afforclecl, that is what 
they will YOto for. I suggest, not in any 

[Hon. TV. H. Ban~cs. 

unfriendly spirit. that the motion as wordNl 
will not secure \vhat the hon. member is 
after, but rather will }cad to embarrassment. 
I would Yery earnestly suggest that the 
hon. member agru' to umcncl his motion b:: 
saying that it " shall" be clone, instead of 
that it " may " be clone. This motion has to 
do with tho affuirs a1Jcl the interests of this 
gn\1t State, and what man has no i11tcrest 
in this great. State'! I take it that evPI"Y 
public man is taking a broad view of the 
intorosts of this great State. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL : They should do so. 

HoK. W. H. BAR'-JES: That being so, 
rm~ thing that is clone by any part.v of what
ever name should not make it harder for the 
ma 1 who is making life and conditions 
in the city possiblc-I refer to lho man on 
the land. I ycry lwartily support anything 
in the dirt1 ction of making it irr1pcrative that 
th0 quota of electors shall be in favour 
of the countr·:. I wnnt to avoid the narrow 
and parochial view taken by some hon. 
members" I am prepared to admit that 
\Yhntovcl' one'::; intent,ions may be, so·metin1es 
there }s ver:y grcrtt danger in looking ut 
ll!.attcrs fro1n a narro-,v and pa.rochial poi11t 
of YiC\.">·. To a\·oid nnv YiC\V that n1a v be 
narrow. lc1· 1ne sa." that the fact of" any 
C'lectorate being n('<J:r the city does llOt always 
rr1can ]e;;;;s \Vork, less trouble, and lc'.l-;:; expense 
to the member fnr that cJi,trict. I reprc"'nt 
a'1. p1ectorate which contains more electors, 
and I think it has in it rriorc show ~ociPties, 
than anv othc•r e!edoratc in the State. That 
ehows how aJi,·c the people are, and how 
th0y arc in keeping >Yith their member. who 
helicve-, jn k0Ppinr; alive. Anyone kno\VS 
that a district which is growing rapidly 
brings \"~!th it a ccrtflin an1onnt of oblig-ation, 
and \Ye have got to n" lisc to-clay that the 
great democratic principle of one adult one 
vote should be a~ far as po~oiblc united 
with hat is jnst for the rDunt.ry. and, :m far 
as I an1 concrrncd. and I believe e;-crv 
member of the :!'\ational parh·. we 'vi!! every 
tirne vote in favour nf g-iYing a fair pro
portion of rcpresentatioll to~ the country 
districts. 

Mr. 13EBBI:!'\GTO:'\ 
Speaker--

Tlw SPEAKER: Order! 
ber can speak in reply at 
debate. 

(Drrryto"): Mr. 

The hon. mem
thc ciosc of the 

I-Io)o[. J. G. APPEL (AJbrrt): Th0 Elec
toral Districts Act \Yas n1ore or L:''·S cx:ncri
mcntal. Be fore that Act \Yas enacted we~ had 
a n11mb0r of douhle electorates, and it \vas 
apparent to the communit:'\T that diffc1·enccs 
had aris('n that rendered it e~.-ential that a 
rcdistribntion of seats should t 'ke nlarP, and 
ic \Yas· generally accepted that better rcpre
c.entatiDn could be obtained by the creation 
of single cl{'ctorates rat-her than by continu
ing the sy,tcm of double electorate'. As I 
have alreaclv said. the .Act was more or less 
cxperin1enta·J, but \VC strove, as far U''· it \vas 
pocsiblc with justice and equity. to cYolvo 
f'nch a n1ea ~lll'P as \Yon1d gtvo fan rcnre
::.entation. not alone to the f']edors ,.,-ho wcr"] 
congregat" cl in our centres of population, but 
aim to thme who werB settler] 111 the eountry 
r,ortions of the Shto; and. in order t;:> brin.g 
that about the Commissioners had it 111 the1r 

' discretion to apportion a srnaller 
[4 p.m.l number of electors to a conn~ry 

electorate than to a c1ty 
e!GctDrate. H must be appatent to everv 
thinking member of the community that 111 
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~tnany inf'tances it j.,. nbsolutcly neccs:;ary 
and cseential that rhe countrv districts of 
the State shoulJ, so far as tlle 1nunber of 
cledor'J is C'oncerncd, have a larger rcpre~ 
scntation than the cities, as the different 
problen1s (o be solved by those who are 
developing our country districts are far 
great0r than those experienced in the l<trger 
centres of population. It wao further realised 
that practically every nwmbcr of this House 
really artt>r1 as a rcprp,cntative of the capital 
city; that, living in Brisbane for rcrta.iuly 
almost half the vc il' the, natural!\' \YCrc 

irder('stccl in the "Jiff~rent ~ rnnttPrs affecting 
the capital city; so that, althungh the repre
;;;cntatinn nf the cupital ~o far a nnrnb: r,s 
go mig·ht be le.-., than that of the countrv 
district-,, every n1Pn1ber practically act.,d a~s 
a city rcpresentntivc. That that is so is 
nmloubtcd and unquestio1wd. The (')mllli'
sion which was appointed for the purpou of 
"ffecbng· the fir:-;t rcdi-:;tribution under thr• 
J<;lcctoral Districts Act of 1910 comprised 
one lllC n1H~l' \Yho or>rupicd the position of a 
Slnior police magistrate, and ,-ho h~d resicled 
for rr1an~' years jn the Northern portion of 
th(• State, and was well knmYn in the :'-lorth. 

:\1r. \YELLT:\G'rO~: i\Iarsland and i\Iar land, 
solicjtor", of Charters rrowers, know him. 

Hox .. J. G. APPRL: If tho hon. nwmber 
woulcl speak when he might add smnething 
of valno to the debate, a,ld rmnain sileut 
,v}wn hP doe; not do so, he would be a fur 
more ('ffcctivc me1nber than he is. 

Mr. \YELLIXGTOX : I look after my doc
tondP. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPRL: Thal gentleman """ 
,e]eclocl bocansc he had tht' ccmfidl'nce d 
every ma11 in the northcru part of Quc0n-·
land. Ilo had rcc.iderl t]v,re for manv vearJ. 
and in the opinion of every n~putab!c ~mcnl
bc_;r of the con1:nunity he ''as {"tee .red and 
respected in th11t portion of tlw State. The 
Assistant L'nder Secretary of lhc Honw 
Dopal'bnrnt at the titne was naturallv 
~eJcctr:{i b"cau~f' of hir-; knowh~dgo of (•lector_~] 
rnat.ter:;;, <Htd J\Ir. 1\1cLrnnan wa3 selected 
from the fact that by prA1 "oion he was a 
3Ul'Yeyor and a n1an "'\t·ho. frorn his loug 
<''<poric:lCP in the State. had a knowledge of 
those requircn1cnts which Dl'·:=! set ont in th{ 
,\ct~t!wt is community of inierc't. the ques
tion o[ roads. n.nd the ph~ sical feature,.; of 
th0 dlffe:rt_~nt clector'ltos. It is a singular 
i hing--~]waking from lTIPn1ory~that '- not 
OllC n1entbcr of the then Op1;osition rais0d 
an,y S('rious objection to the boundaries of 
thu elcctoraL·s under thL' redistribution \Yhich 
was rnalle by that Co 111ni~.--ion, Lut th0rc \\.Pl'f~ 
certain members of the Government party 
\Vho rn!idc strenuous objcC'tion to t 11r- bouHd
arics a:s theY \\·(•re delineated bv the Co·11-
nljssion. I t'ook thn .strrnC! in ccniwrtion ith 
-that rnatter that I \\ould not int.orfero-nor 
.-lid I~with the work of the Commi,sion. 
\Vhon members who had ftny obj e: tion to 
make came to me, I referred th •m b th" 
Co1n1nission, declining in any \vay to inter
fere with the work of that Com•nission. 
Those are the facts ,o far as that Cor;Hnis
sion i·" concerrwd. In con11non with t~v0rv 
hon. member, I urged that a further rc··listri
bution should take place. It was apparent 
to eYcry J:lC1nbPr of the commnnit 1T th::tt. 
since tl{e redish'ibut;on under the 1910 .\et 
had boon made, grc·1t diffe,·encc.s in popula
tion had talwn place in the State, and that 
there wore inequalities which it was ab•o
lutely noceesai-y should hl adjmtecl. In some 

('Onntry districts, nlOl'C particularly jn the 
n1~n~ng centns O\'\Ting to the decadence of 
mmmg, the population had decreased, whilst 
in suburban areas th<' population had vasi ly 
increasf'd. ] an1 not !::,Ving to adopt the 
attitude of hon. gentlemen sitting on the 
front bench opposite and of their snpportors, 
and accuse the: last Con1n1ission of Ycnality, 
though tbc. T accused us in ccnJne:-tion with 
the rcdisiribulion under tlw 1910 Act of hav
ing gen y~:1andered the diiTerent olcoctor~tes. 
I venturo to say that is not w. l\'o objection 
was n1ach~ on that ground by any rncrnbcr 
who then occupied a seat in this Aoscrnbly, 
Can anv hem. member of this Houc,c; who 
had a imowleclgc of tho bnnndaries of the 
redistributed electorates sa\' that the require
ments of the Act have been ·fuliiEed in connec, 
tion with the present redi,trihution' \Ye 
kno,v, as a matt0r of fact, that jn sonlf) ea eo; 
portions of an electorate haYo br:ooa "'Cvcrcd 
from it and added to another clect.:ratc. and 
those portions so severed lnvc absolutely 
no C''J1nrnunity of interest with the electorate~ 
b which thev have been added, have no road 
(OrtlmnnicabOn, and haYC' no interest:..~ in 
common. Yet reclictribution on tho e lino> 
has been ma{lc. n.nd we ma~T ,,-_,11 ask our
::-elYes, without in any '"~Y .rdlec~ing .n))On 

the members of the ComuussJO'l. wlnt 1s the 
reason the lines \Yhich are laid dmY!l in the 
\et have not been fo1lowcd in co 111e< lion 

\vith c 'rtain clcctoratc3 repn _,,entod b .. hon. 
niClnbcrs on this side. Let the electors Judge 
unon that question, fl5 I haYe EO doubt throy 
\\:ill \Yhcn the oc< a.:::ion arises. i\o o110, ~-iYC 
members rcpr·e3enting country 0l: ctor:Jtc". 
has nnv ide:~ Df tlw problems "-hlch occur 
from day to da:,' and the amount of W':ll·k 
which d(--.,.o1Yc's upon 1ncrnb~·rs repr~"f'llt,ng 
countrv electorates as c01npared \Ylt~1 the 
dutir' · which devolve u]Jrn me nb:·r, v:·ho 
repre~·-"nt c :ty or snbnrban con;-t!tu;ncJe". 
As has born pointP<l out bv m te ho'~· mc·m
l1crs who have spoken, there arc crty con
,titu0ncic.., in which th0rc nrc only one, two. 
or thr~,e St:ic schools. rrhc Plc.ctorr~t~, ~-d 
Albert. \Yhich I rcprc~:-nt. conhuns vnbnn 
it.;; area ~omPthing like sixty Sta_to srhu?ls, 
flnd almost cver:v 1nonth ~.omc- b1r ll~ 1 '-,-; <1r:~c~ 
in connection with those schools. 'lhe obJCCc 

of this motion. I take it, in view of the 
problems which arise. in the ~onntr;v a?d 
which do not operate 111 cmll1ertwn v,:~th r1t\ 
or suburban ronstitue:YJciPs. is to proY1de that 
those \Yho arc prepared to p;o out and bro,vo 
the hard--hips in the countr,, ·-houl:l haYc a 
aroatcr parlian1cntary represent- t-on thnn 
t'hoso v.-ho ar·o in th" eiti-0..,, who have not so 
much to contend \vith. I w.a". vcr~- T>\casPcl 
t'l hear the expro,sion of ommon \vhtc,, fell 
from tlw hon. member for Bulimba. Tho 
art11 a j wnrdin~r of the Act~nne-fiftl_t more or 
one-fifth less~reallv covers the mohon of th~ 
hon. member for Drayton. 

::\Ir. BEllBI~GTOX: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: We may differ, as 

to th0 actual proportions~thP hen. mcmoer 
mav h11vc proposed too hard and List. a 
linc~but, as T hase said. we haw to r0a]1ee 
that the probl0ms in the coun~rv clJ~trJC_ts 
arc far p;reatPr than those wh1ch ar1so m 
citv areas. Th0 interests of the country 
diSf,ricts are :mch as must comm<'nd .the;n
solvcs to all who ·desire to sec that JUStice 
is clone. It is onlv bv activity on the R"rt 
of countrv represe~tatives that it is poss1~le 
to have the just claims of tbc country dl~
tricts re~ognised, and without such rc•oop:m
tion it is impossible to keep the people on 

Hon. J. G. Apprl.] 
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th,, land or induce further settlement. VV"ith
out the development of our country lands, 
the whole Stato must come to a standstill. 
I+. is only by doing a 11 we can to settle the 
country di··trict,, and giving every advantage 
possible in that direction, that we shall be 
able to induce people to leave the pleasures, 
conveniences, and comforts of city life to 
go upon the land. I speak from ~xpericnce, 
and it is onl,v by country rcprr" entatives 
continually bringing the chtims of their con
stituents, not only before the Home but before 
th~ different department•., that it is possible 
t-J secure justice for thorn. I trust that the 
motion moved by the hon. member for Dray
ton, who takes the keenc st interest in land 
settlement and the prm.perity of those ·who 
settle on the land, will be carried. 

:\Ir. CORSER (JJurnctt): I do not wish 
to giv0 a silent yote on this motion. Whilst 
I support the principle and contend that it 
is a good one, and whilst I daim that that 
principle is wrapped up in the existing Act, 
I think wo should be a little cautious in 
dealing with this matter at the present 
n!on1ent. I arn not altogether satisfi0d \Yith 
the 40 per cont. difference between cih- and 
country electorates, as sot out in the ,:esolu
tion. Thoro arc to\vnships in mo"'L of our 
country electorates which make the problem 
difficult, as the~' arc still countrv diohicts. 
People in rural districts do no~t 1vish to 
n1ake any unjuA C'laims, and, if it c.an be 
arranged that one-fifth below the quota mig-ht 
br tho rnaxin1urn for countrv districts :J.nd 
one,fifth above tho minimum for mob·op~litan 
dictricts, as provided by the existing "~et, I 
think that it is necessary that there should be 
a safeguard. Th1,, 1notion certainlv provides 
for a safeg-uard, but it is not too ~!oar as to 
what thut "afoguurd is. It appears to me to 
p1·ovid0 a nargin in all rases of 40 per cent., 
although it may be read in another wav. 
If the present Act was carried out in tGo 
f.pirit in whieh it 1n1s pa:-.sed, it 1vould <Yivo 
to _the nmntry districts the representation 
wh1ch is nocc'"Uf''· The Act provides at the 
Ra1!l(' tinH~ for rommu:!itv of int,PrP:::.h nnrl 

other fe'ltur._•s whid1 aro 'to guide the c~;~~~ 
1ni~1ioncr·". in their adju·din~tion in recrard 
to our clectoral boundaricc. I know th;t in 
my ov,cn "'ortorate thc•ro has been added 
nn ar0a vYhich Inak(•s the electorate extend 
from the Dalby electorate up to the Mount 
JHnrgan electorn.tc-tCtking in frDh-:l Dswes 
Range up to ~viount l\Ior!:!::1n. rr:'here is no 
co:l:mun1t_\t of intore~t. b0twccn this added 
are~ and tho Contra] Burnett. 

The PREMIRR : Your propos>tl to ha ye fewer 
nwmbers \\ oukl not decrease the difficulty. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ve have not got fewer 
111CITib('l'S. 

Tho PRBIIER: That is what vou are advo-
cating. " 

2\1r. COH.SER: I have not advocated it 
at tho prc·<ent time. \Ve are now speaking 
of the avl'rag-c number of votera for each 
dectorate. If the Government make pro
vision for a reduction in the number of 
member·, WP should know what that reduc
tion will be. 

The PRE)1JER: You would have areas twice 
the present size. 

Mr. CORSER: Wo would have areas one
third larger; it all depends upon the number 
of members. Under the Act the Commis
sioners aro supposed to be guided by corn~ 
n1unity of int('rcs.t, me.ans of con1munic~ttion, 
and physical features. Take the Dawes 
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Range, It is impossible to got over the range. 
Even the Government do not intend that 
their railway shall go over the range-they 
arc going through it. There are no means 
of getting to this added area lying to the 
north of Dawcs Rang·e-we shall have to go 
round by Port Curtis or ::\Iount Morgan-and 
that area has no communitv of interest at 
all with the rest of the eloc"torate. So that 
there was something- else that guided the 
Cotnn1issioncrs in arriving at those boun~ 
daric<. 

The PREMIER: I,f any of the Opposition 
require it, I will provide an anoplane to 
enable them to go round. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: The Premier arunged to 
uo round in an aeroplane himself during one 
~lection, but somebody was said to have 
rammed a file or a screw-wrench mto the 
engine. During the mme election ! made 
an offer to my opponent to supply hnn w1th 
an aC>roplane. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. CORSER: I am afraid that some 

other influ~:nccs guided the Co iln1i:::~.ion0rs on 
this occa,ion. It has been said by rnembcn 
on the Government side that, when the Com
missioners redistributed the seats on the 
previous occasion, they were not guided by 
the spirit of the Act, and that they drd not 
submit a fair redistribution. At any rate, 
that redistribution enabled the present 
Go.-crnment to get into office by a t>vo-to-or:e 
majoritv, so that it oug·ht to have been fan· 
enough 'for them. On this occasion the Cc;m· 
missioners were guided more by somethmg 
political than by the Act. It was like stack· 
ing a pack of c:<rds for the people to deal at 
the next election 

Mr. PEASE: When is that coming along? 
Mr. CORSER: Very probably in October. 

I do not think hon. mc1mbers oppos1te knm> 
the exact moment when the elections will 
take place. 

::\1r. PEASE: Do you. kno\v? 
}.Ir. COP..,SER: I have ::t "n~ry go;:·d idc3,. 
::\Ir. KIRWAX: Are you going by '1\wcday',. 

"~I ail"? 
::\1r. CORSBR: There arc thirty-five rea· 

sons on the Government side whv the eloc· 
tions should not be held too early. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: And hmv many on 
'T0nr side? 
. The SPK~KER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
m cm her for Burnctt ;nll confine his remark& 
to the qu0stion before the House. 

Mr. CORSER: I was cndcavotuing not to 
be led off the track by hon. members oppo
site. \V c want to g-et the true reflex of the 
ploplo at the next elt'ction. \Vo want to get 
fair represontabon for the whole of the State, 
and to do that we must give a fair quota t<F 
th0 outlvin~ districts. To do that w-1 must 
ha Ye a clc a~ roll. Under the prc ent Act it 
is impo-.•ible for us to have a clc:.tn roll. 
All the ele-ctoral rolls in the State are 
" faked " at the present time. \V c know 
that men can be put on railway works in 
different parts of the State, and that they 
can be enrolled for the electorate in which 
thcv are working. \Ye should give tho eoun
try" district3 a better quota than they have 
at the pre,ent time. 

Mr. PEAs-.E: You sav we have lost the con
fidence of the worker~; so the more of those 
people who arc put on the rolls the better· 
for you. 



Redistribution of Seats. [10 AuGusT.] Rrdistrib11tion of Seats. 585 

Mr. CORSER : I am talking about the 
men on the job. 

Ml'. PEASE : 'Whom do thoy vote for? 

Mr. COHSER: They are workers. They 
are ali right Tl!Py are with us. 

Jl.llr KmwAK: Then what are you worry
ing about? 

l\ir. COHSEH : I am talking about the 
political part of it. It is difficult enough 
for the people in the country to record their 
votes, and we should consider that and allow 
thorn a better quota. \V e know how difficult 
it is to get about the country ill the wet 
weather, but the present Government will 
not allow postal voting. E' on if an elector 
lives 50 miles from a polling-booth he cannot 
votE' by post. U ndor previous Governn1ents 
the people in the country were better treated, 
because they could give postal voko. That 
privilege is denied to the country elector at 
pri.:sC:nt. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber is now discussing the Elections Act. 
That is not the que:;tion before the House at 
the prc--ent time. I hope the h011. member 
will confine his remarks to the motion moved 
by the hon. member for Drayton. 

Mr. COHSER: I was endeavouring to 
show the disabiiities that exist in the country 
as a jmtilication for increasing the margin. 
\V e do not wish to harass the city people, 
but in the country we have greater difficul
tieo to CGntend \nth, and we should have a 
larger margin. It is very hard to dissect 
the princi pies of the Act in discussing this 
motion. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You have to dissect the 
principles of the motion. That is your duty. 

Mr. COHSER: We have to dissect the 
hon. member's party at the next election. 
\V e want fair electoral district.. That is only 
lair in tho interests of the country people. 
\V e do not want to bo unfair to the city; we 
do not want to do anything to the detriment 
of the to\u1s. It has boon said that we who 
re-pre~ent country districts are looking for 
something that will be to the detriment of 
the city peop!P. It i. not fair to say that, 
because we recJgni~r~ that it is essential for 
all sections of the people in Queensland to 
be succc.·ful. It is necessary to make the 
country bUCcessful as well a2 the town. \Ve 

ant to build up both our primary and 
secondary iJ,dustrics, and we can only do 
that by receiving a margin for the country 
>>hich is fair. In that way we shall get the 
representation that is desirable in the inter
e,ts of the whole State, and have a Parlia
ment here v-hich i- a true retl<·x of the whole 
of the people cf the State, and particularly 
a rnflox of the broadminded section who live 
in the country districts. 

Mr. BEBBI:;\i'GTO::\ (Drayton): Mr. 
Spcaker,--

Thc SPEAKER: Order! Before the hon. 
member speaks in reply, I would like to 
know if anv other hon. member desirca to 
8poak, as tho hon. member's speech will close 
the ·do bate'! 

No other member rising, 

Mr. BELBINGTON (Drayton) : I would 
Eke to say a few ·words in reply, because, 
wlwn I in!i·oduccd the motion, I was not able 
to do justice 1 ') it. and I 'vas not able to 
explain it as well as I might have done. vVhat 
the hon. n1c1nbt'r for Bul!mbn. said is quite 
correct. I-Ic swL::. that rho word " shall " 
should be used i~ tho Act instead of the word 

"moy." If that is done, it will provide· 
for ail that is required in the motion. I may 
sav that the motion was framed by the 
l',;,rliarncntary draftsman. I told him just 
what we wanted, and he said that the word
ing in the motion was just as vvc required 
it. As the draftsman is a professional. 
c;entlernan whose ability we do not doubt, we: 
accepted his drafting, and I am sure the 
Attorney-Gcmeral will also accept it. I feel 
sure that the motion will be agreed to by 
the House, but I do not say that it is a_n· 
imtruction to the Government to follow It 
cxactlv. It is really an instruction from thi~ 
Hous0< thftt the Governr:aent shall take into 
oonsidPration the (]Uestion of giving the 
('Ountr:,T districts £11 irer representation, and 
rostoriug, practically speaking, those four 
countrv electorates which have been disfran
chi·,cd.o I believe that there is a great future 
for ~ucensland, not onlv for primary pro
duce) but also foi~ nlanufacturer:-._;. I have 
tra>clled all over Queensland, right up as 
far as the Gulf country-I think I have 
travcll0d (,.JUeeneland more than any man 
here-and I can sav that the land which can 
be opened for cotton~gro'.":ing is absolutely 
unlimited. In South Australi<t the:, can grow 
whe.tt on a v0ry low rainfall-practically 
h1lf tlw rainfcll that v. require-simply 
benu. c the rain falls thPrc just at the time 
of so\\ ing. In <=:ueenslalld ,\Tc have millions 
of rrcr"s of land· whf'rC' the rain falls at the 
rirrht time for nlanting cotton. In fact, our 
cotton areas ar.Le unliraitcdl and that is ""~\hy 
WC' want to foettlo people thoro and help 
them to be stwccssful. Now. if we are going 
to manufacture this cotton in our own 
country. as I hope we shall, and if we are 
going to manufacture also a very large 
amuunt of our ra-,y produce vvhich to~da:y 

wo are sending away. the citirs
[4.30 n.m.] will increase by leaps and 

· bounds. and thov 1vill doLtble 
th<'ir population in a vcr: short time. But, 
if we arc going to allo\v the ~amc Act and 
the same prinripl('s as opcrat0d during the 
la.:;t rcdi~tribnticn of seats to continue, then 
\Ye ar0 goi!1, !-o hnxc the· country-\vhich 
prndUC('c prarticUll} ibc whole of OUr WC':tlth 
-disfranchised io all intents and purposes, 
and placed real!:"~ under the domination of 
the cities. I nn1 snre thnt \VC cannot have 
de,-eloprncnt. under a system likE' that. There 
1~ no nuPstion Vi'hlch is such a burning qucs~ 
tion in the countrv "s t.his recti on of the 
GoYernm,nt in rli~fr'a, chising countryr' elector. 
ab:.s. -v erv little alteration in s<;ction 7 
···.ould do ":hat we wnnt. but that will be left 
to the Goyprnmont \Yhich brings in the Bill. 
I cc1·tainlv hope that the Government will 
bring in a Bill embodying th0 principles I 
havo outlined in a vcr:· short time. In fact. 
I think this side of the House would give 
to tho Government a lease of life for another 
cix months to enable thorn to bring i11 the 
Rill and c:nry the principle of the motion 
into effect. 

1\Ir. KIRW.IN: And find a s<at for you. 
(Government laughter.) \Vould yoct make it 
six years if we found a scat for :cou? 

1\1r. BEBBINGTON : I think six months. 
v;ould be ample in which to do the business. 
It ,,-ould take six months to pa'J a new Act 
and have a redistribution propcrlv carried 
out. A great injustice has certainly been 
done to the country people of the State. I 
am not going to say that it has been done 
bv the Commissioners. Those three gentle
rrlen nre resprctcd in their rliffcrcnt hnsinf'o;;S('9 
and their position in the 11ublic service. Thoy 
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aro not incompetent men, but they made an 
incompetent job of this. 

l'vlr. CLAYTON: And they got two hundred 
guineas each. 

Mr. DEBBINGTON: No one can say that 
it is not a vast blot, a big blunder, whether 
it has boon done nt the inctigation of the 
Government or whether theY ha ''C blundered 
themsehes. If Hwy have 'blundered them
selves, then I say they have brought a dis
grace on the public senice of the State-I 
mako no pretence about that. If it has been 
done at the instigation of the Govcrnrncllt, 
then I sav the Uo.,-crnrncnt have done a 
gr0at inju'otico to the country bv disfran
chising practic:1_l]y 24,000 produc0rs"by rr,duc
ing tlwir representation in Parliament. I 
would like to givo the Govern1ncnt a chanC(\ 
since they seem to be repentant. Tlw first 
fruit::; of ropo11tnnf'e are thP retracing of :';our 
steps and undoin~· the wrong that you have 
done. If the Government ar0 . incPrely 
repentant of the wrong they haYo done (o 
the producers. let them now rdraco their 
steps and undo some of the wrongs which 
the:. ha Ye inflicted upon them. Let us sec 
justice done. even though the heavens fall. 

It is easy for me to show th11t thcso ' Tongs 
haYe been c~o~~e. I n0cd cite onlv a fcvv 
cases. On the o-no hand, we have the doct
orate of Gympio, a city electorate probabl·.· 
not g squar0 n1ilo in aroa-you conld g~) 
th1·oug·h it bf'fore breakfast. a,.;d not have to 
be up very e 1rly at that-with 5,076 clcctoro: 
and, on the other hand, vVarrogo. represented 
by a Government member, with 5.03.J ,],'c
tors-practically the same number of electors, 
but no less than 160.368 square mile,; in area. 
Can you think of a Commissioner-! do not 
care who he is-who could reasonably put 
160.368 square mi]c., into an electorate under 
those circun1stancos? 

'J.:he ATTORNEY .. GENERAI,: If WO did what 
you propose, we would make them bigger. 

l'vlr. DEBDINGTON: :'\o. You shonld put 
another couple of thousand on to the city 
el0ctorates. The ('ommissionors could put 
2,000 on to the Brisbane or the G:-mpie 
el0ctoratcs. and 2 000 lees on to tlw vVarrego 
or other similar clcctorde. Y on would then 
havo electorate: of a rca-:.onable size, and 
members would be ahle to ropre-.cnt thtem 
in something like fair stc-lc. As I have 
ah·eady said, Dricbane eonbins 6.310 elect
ors; Dra: .. ton, 6.215; Mcrtlwr. 6.502-citv 
elcctnra tos-and l'vlurilla-a countrv elrctm:
atc-5.891. There has been no ... vttcmpt 
whatever in those case, to carry out the _\et. 
which allows one-fifth over or ono-fifth under 
the quota. Had the Act been carried out, 
we should haYo had at lr>ost roaconablc- ropre
senhtion of the count!"' dictricts, and thr re 
would have been no gr(·at blot. such os has 
been hrought upon the Government anrl the 
public sPnicc by the disfranchicing of 24.000 
country elccton. 

l\Ir. COLLE\S: Cnuntry nu~mbcrs on this 
side are not complaining~ 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTO:-J: You dare not com
plain. You have to take what the Premier 
gives you. 

The SPEAKER: Ord0r! Will the hon. 
member address the chair? 

Mr. BEBDI:'\GTO'N': There is not mnch 
more to say. I think Dvery memher in this 
House recognises that a great injustice has 
been done to country districts. and recognise .... 
that the Commi&oioners would not. and could 
not, have done what they did if they had 
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been left free to do their 0'\·n will. There 
aro no three n1en in the public service '"ho 
would have done it of tlwir own free will, 
and the Uon•rnn10nt haYo to take the rc_,l1on
sibilitv. Tho Con1mission 1\·as a muddlP-. 
'_rhcr0. lVC'rP too rnany n1mnbcr;; running in 
to give advice. 

:\1r. Kmw.\x: And yon ,,-ore ono of them. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBIJ\'G'l'O;.;: I am quite well 
a" are of it; but I onlv did what other 
mon1bers did; and, if m~· advice had been 
taken. this p;reat injusti<~c \Yonld not have 
boon inflicted on the people. I sinccrcl.v hope 
that th~ Government will put through a 
Bill and appoint a n0w Commis-ion. ""nd 
that the Commission will be an independent 
one, and one that will carry out the work 
in the interests of the State. 

Quo~tion (Jlr. JJebbington/.'J' motion) put 
and passed. 

RETRENCIHIENT OF GOVERN:.\IENT 
E:\IPLOYEES. 

Mr. MORGAN (lluri/la), in moving-
" That there be laid upon the table of 

the I-!cnse a return sho,ving-
(1) The numb,,r of employees of the 

Government who have been deflated or 
retrenched for the year ended 30th 
June, 1922. · 

12) Tho total amount of salaries and 
'I\ age~ not paid in conscque11co of such 
d.Pfiation or r0trcnchn1ent "-

said: I do not intnnd to speak on this 
n1otion; there really is nothing to say in 
connection '"ith it. \Vhy the Premier called 
•• Not forn1al " to it I cannot undcrsta11d; 
eYicknt!v he di-d not desire the information 
to br· rn:,dc public. It j, information which, 
in my opinion, the public hayo a right to 
posfc-.:s. On :1 great number of occasions in 
this I-Iou ,n I have rnoYf'd rnotions and a- kf'cl 
questions in n~spect of infonnation to which 
the public arc ontitlorl. and the Premier ha' 
always "idcstcpped suppl~·ing the informa· 
tion; why, I <('annot undcr:,tnnrl. Surrl:v thn 
Government ha Ye noth-ing to hide! Thcr0 
should not Le an, rca;;on whv tho nu m bcr of 
men who haYe been dcflatc.d or retrenched 
during partic·ular yPars should not bG made 
nublic. An the Government ashamed of 
the fact that thev have broken their pledges 
to the worker·: · 

Hon. J. G. AP:•EL: They ought to be. 

Mr. MORG.\J\': Thev told the "·orkers at 
o1~r tin1e that there ""~ould bG no rctronch
rnont, and that th0ro V\Tou]d be no dismissals. 

The SPE,\KER: Order! \'\'ill the hon. 
rncinbrr deal with the n1otion? 

2\fr. l\IORCA"N: I am giYing reasons why 
the Prcmic,· ,vill not give thG information 
and whv wo wa<t it. I hope the House will 
pass the motion. 

Question put and passed. 

EXTENSION OF "THE CO-OPERATIVE 
AGRICULTL:RAL PRODUCTION ACT 
OF 1914" TO SECOKDARY INDL:S
TRIES. 

Mr. BEBDil'\GTON (Dmyton), in mov-
ing-

" That, in order to increase the manu
facture of our raw material into saleable 
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·goods and enable industrious workers to 
own ~hares in the lllt'ans of "('alth pro~ 
durtion, it is the opinion of this House 
that the Co-opcrati,·c Agricultural Pro
duction Art of 1914 be extended to 
scrondary indnstrie') "-

-said : There is no necessity to say very much, 
as this matter ha- previously been before the 
House, and I think we all understand tho 
me:ming of the motion. \V c all r<aliso that 
the labour difficulties at present are a groat 
bar to the progrc,' of Australia. I am not 
going to ·ay whoce fault it is; quite probably 
there arc faults on both sides. \Ye have in 
Australia perhaps the highest class of \Vorkcrs 
to bo found in the world. 

Mr. CoLLHiS: \Vhon did you wake up to 
that? 

Mr. BEBBI::"'GTON: They arc looking for 
.a greater interest than wookly wages in tho 
industries in v .. -hich they arc engaged; they 
want to be able to use their brains as \Yell 
as their physical power·- The worker of 
to-day wants to own the works, but he wants 
to earn by his own labour ihe right to own 
thon1. He is not gning to follo-vv the coln
ll1Unisln of hen. n1c ;dJc~r3 opposite, but is 
going to follow the co-operation that is being 
advocated b:,· hon. membPrs on this side, allll 
that is going to help him to own the means 
of wealth production. 

Mr. Cor.r.rxs : Gi ,-o u, a definition of 
r' cornmunisn1." 

:;v1r. BEBBIJ\'GTOJ\': A sociali, t is a pcr
·son who 1vanL to Uivide with soineone who 
has more than he has. (Laughter.) The 
communist goes further. Not sati,fted with 
a divi.sion, he wants to seiw ever,dhing and 
leave the o\\'ner practically nothing. \Ve 
have seen that demonstrated in the seizing of 
the fa·-toric's in ltalv. \Vo have seen it in 
Hungary, where the 'rights in property were 
forfeited during an all-ni'ght sitting of the 
LcgJS!atnre. On 19th October, 1919, the 
peopl<> of Hungary went to bed owning their 
<:>Wil property-as we in Queensland will do 
to-night. Their Legislature that night had 
an all-uight sitting, and, when the people 
woke up the following morning, everything 
had been communi,ed, and they owned 
practically nothing. 

The 8PEAKER: Order ! I am allowing 
:the hon. n1mnbcr a considerable amount of 
latitude; hut I \PJuld point out that the 
motion dcah \l'ith the Co-operative Agri
cultural Production Act, and I ad< the hon. 
UIPn1bcr tu connect his 1'( marks in some way 
with that "\et. 

J\Ir. BEBBIKGTON: The hon. member 
for Bowen led me off the track by asking 
for a definition of "communism.'~ I hopo 
that the hon. member is satisfied with tho 
definition I have giyen. Under co-operation 
the farmere have built up between eighty 
and ninety co-operative cheese factories and a 
large number of butter factories, some cost
ing as much as £40,000. \Vo had nothing 
when we started. I remember fourteen men 
with practically nothing sitting on logs on a 
Government reserve. At that spot there have 
sprung up two splendid cheese factories, 
which haYe not mi'"'d one payment for 
seventeen years. \Vhy cannot \vorkmen do 
the same? \V e believe they can. I was one 
of those re,ponsible for placing tho 1914 Act 
on the statute-book. That Act provides for 
the ach-ancing- of loans to build factories for 
the manufaeture of our raw material. Under 

the administration of the Denham Govcrn
nJPnL bY \Yhc'm t11'~~ Art \' ns }H\\,._-.,,cl, the rnnxi
mnm a cl ntncc was only 50 per cent. of the 
,-aluc of the facton- or works to be en'c!ed. 
I giYe thi~ GoYPrDrncnt rn Jjt for ha Ying 
exb uded its pro\·i jons to <)nablo the advanc·f'' 
to total 6S§ per cent. That money can b3 
bnrrowc·d for a period of ~ixtecn years. Dur
ing the first two years, interest only-at the 
rato of 5 per f'ent. pPr annnm-is payable. 
Rcpayn1cnts are made annua.ll.v over the suc
ceeding fourteen yearF. I have found that 
a ver_v small sinking fund on the output of 
factories will clc'ar those fourteen annual 
payments, so it is an excellent thing. Not 
a '·inglc penny of the n1one.v which has been 
loaned to produc>XS to build factories has 
been ]o,t. 

At 4.50 p.m., 
The C'H.\JR,T.IX OF Cm,r;~riTTEES (::V1r. Kirwan, 

Jirislm '') rdicvod the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTON: \Vo claim that the 
indu,trial worker is just as honest and intel
!oct.'al as the farmer. The indu,trial worker 
has a;, nnwh cornn1on sense in the \Yorking of 
rns fnctor\~ for the 1nanufacturc of ra1v 
material and can accomplish what has b< on 
done bv the farmer. It has been stated that 
the far.rncr is unorgani~cd, but there is not a 
cln~s in <!nPc .. Jnnd or Austra1ia to-day whjch 
is orQ."ani·)cd for the manufacture of raw 
111atc1~i:_ 1 as the fanner is organi'3c·d. 'Vo 
find that son1e companies do\vn S'nuth have 
C>rccted factorie~ that are practically o\vne·d 
by farnHT~, and haYC in8tallcd tnacl1inery to 
the Yaluo of £300,000. \Yh0n we find men 
\Yho can put that amount of machinery into 
factorit s, 1vo n1ust realise that they have 
rn;Hle [!rrat progr08". \Vc contend lhat it 
;,, n crime to export the whole of the raw 
prodnd·, of Qn00!lsland when 1ve should be 
assi:.,ting our "\VDrkcrs and any company that 
mir-ht be fmmed to manufacture them into 
finished articles. If a man should come along 
who ie able to find the capital and the men 
'"ill fin-cl the labour. there is no good reason 
wh:.- Wl' shonld not bring labour and capital 
togc•thcr to work in the interests of Queens
land. The principle contained in the motion 
JPcrms that \H' cbould exfeond the Co-opera
tive .\grieultural ~'cct of 1914 b,v giving to 
tho"0 engaged in sc-condar~,~ jndustries the 
tH~ 1~istu.neP that h1s been ~xtend0d to the 
·workers 0ngagcd in the primary induo-tries. 

:\Ir. RARTLEY: Furo Soviotism. 

:Mr. BEBDIXGTON: We have a large 
nn~n1 ':'r of butter fartories, son1e costing 
£~0.000, and we have nearly ninety-four 
co-operative clwose factories worth from 
£90,000 to £100,000. Will anyone say that 
i'; is not to the advantag'e of Queensland to 
rnannfa,f'tnre our r.H\V uwterjal into saleable 
articles instead of sending the raw materials to 
other countries? iVould not our cities bound 
ahead if the workers owned the factories 
or owned the industries? iVe would not 
then have the strikes and labour difficulties 
that we ha vc experienced. 

:Mr. CoLLlKS : Are you referring to the 
strike in the United States of America? 

J\Ir. BEBBI:'>JGTO:c\f: I am not interested 
in the united States of America; I am 
interested in Queensland. Queensland exports 
nooro raw material than any other State in 
Australia. Millions of pounds worth of raw 
material are leaving the shores of Queensland, 
and wo are buying back the finished article 
and paying at least 200 per cont. in profit, 
and it is about time that we made every 

1J.i1·. Bebbington.] 
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effort to assist our own working people as 
well as capitalists to start factories in Queens
land in order to manufacture the goods here. 

Mr. FHY (Kurilpr<): I wi·h to second the 
motion moved by the hon. member for Dray
ton. He has placed a very good argument 
before this House in outlining his proposal 
that secondary industries should be estab
lished for the manufacture of raw materials. 
l can &ee very clearly that the hon. member 
has been directing his attention to the whole 
course through which our raw materials pass 
fron1 the land to the consun1er, and, repre
senting, as I do, a city electorate, I think 
that is a right argument to be adopted by 
this House. Whilst we in this House have 
been a-dvocating the production of raw 
n1aterial, very little attention has been given 
to the quc··tJon of manufacturing that raw 
n1aterial into the flnisht'd article, ,~·ith the 
result that our Sl•eondar" industries have 
suffered. Our prinHuy ill~du4rics arc being 
;,dl lookecl alter, and in the near future 
shm.dcl shov{ a consid~rablc increase jn pro
durtioH, and I hope that, while that increased 
deYdcpn1cnt on the b.nd is taking place, 
facilitic ., will be nwdo available for kec)ing 
the mea 011 the land. \Ve know that the 
grcatrf-t drawback to the producer '\Vho is 
making a liYing frorn the soil is the lack 
of suit ,blo rnarkcts for his produce; and, 
if vrc had our o·,,·n n1anufartorics here, \Ye 

coulcl rrrei,~o the ra\v Inaterial from ti1e 
producer and manufacture it into the finished 
.article, and distribute it through our various 
stores. and then we would be laying a founda
tion for a prosperous and industrious Aus
tralian nation. vY e all know that QueC'nsland, 
along with other States, whilst producing 
raw m,-,tcrial, is eXlJorbng that r&\Y material 
ovcr.-eas, and the finished articlo i~ bought 
b.._\ck: again at an enhanced price to cover 
the cost of manuhcturo and other expenses. 
Qucen31nncl has an opportunity which pro
bably fnv other States in Australia has~ We 
have at our hands all the raw material 
ncccscary to build up a very large manu
facturing State, and we arc in a position 
to c.1rry out a verv extensive scheme of 
industrial developmeilt. Vvhi!e the Govern
ment a re ends;, vourir< g even at this eleventh 
hour to n1ake somo attempt to encourage 
primary production, they should also direct 
thei1· attention to building, side by side with 
t:1at pro0.nction, factori0s that aro going to 
recPivc the ra·,,) matPrfal and n1anufacture 
it iuto the liniehcd article. That \muld mean 
that the man who go;,s on the land will have 
wme assurance that. when he produces the 
nnv 1nat0rial, there is someone near at hand 
to take charg·c of it and turn it into the 
~1Hlnn~acturec( article, ancl. if necessary, store 
1t untd there IS a demand for its consnn1ption. 
Side by sirle with such a scheme comes the 
utilisati<>n of our railways, the building of 
our ports ipto. commerdal ports; and, as 
our !ndustrH:·-;; Increase and \v.a.ter is made 
nvailaUlo in an econo1nit ·,tl \Yay under our 
water cons0rvati-on .and irrigation sche1nes, 
1ve \v-ould berome not onlv a State producing 
raw r:'aterial and mam;facturing that raw 
matec1al, but we would become an exporting 
State. 1'\o St<1te can hope to be prosperous 
if it is going to manufacture .and sell to 
itself alone. \Ve must be in a position to 
n1anufacture our O\Yn raw products and 
export the surplus, because it is by exporting 
its '·urplus products that a nation becomes 
wc1tlthy. In dro.Jing with the growth of the 
United States of America all the aro-uments 
by the different authorities, when boile~l down, 

!Mr. Bcbbt-ngton, 

point to th~ _fact tha.t w~ <'an, by the intro
ductJon of mghly scwntlfic machinery pro
duce and export to the world choapc1: than 

that country. They manufacture 
[5 p.m.] and base. their costs upon home 

consumptwn, and then send out 
!~('~surplus to the world. By so doing, the 
Umted States of _lcmerica have become one 
of the . greatest and wealthiest exporting 
nations m the world. 

_Mr. COLLISS: And they hrtve one of the 
b1ggest stnkc~' on record at the prE·<ent 
moinent. 

. Mr. FRY: They may havf' one of the 
biggec.;t stnk.es on record, but no one can 
deny the fact t~at America is one o£ th" most 
rno,~perDus nations in the world. 

Mr. COLL!)!S: Then why this strikt• ·: 

Mr. FRY: If they had manv men m 
America liko the hon. n1e;nb0r f(n~ Bo\Yen 
they :would have strikes every wel'k. becaus~ 
nothing \Yill satisfy the hon. mcmlwr. He 
wants to quarrel \vith everyon0. \Yhat I 
nrn ajn1ing at L the providi;1g of facilities 
h:'>· vvhich our unf'n1plDvec1 mav S('Cnre mn
ploynlPnt and so be nJm-oYed fi'D~11 i h(' bread 
Jirh•. ...\::< it jf'. we hav.P thou:::c1·1ds of men 
in our midst \Yho cannot g;et the opportunity 
of ernploynH::-nt. and this n1otlon v:ill proYide 
a remt'd~,Y· '\Ve [lslc firRt of all. that. \Yhile 
C'n::ouraging the production of rnw Inatcria]s, 
the GoYcrnmcnt should offer the same facili
tic·s to our secondary indnstrir"-· tn C011Vf'rt 
the raw material i,.;to the fini 'hed article, 
thereby giving- u- an opportnnit~y of bccoin
ing a large exporting StatP. ~o one r1n 
rai:-e any obi€'rtion to -this vf'rv commendnble 
proposa i. The people of th~ State are in 
'c'mp~th:>' with the '0ntiments I ha¥c express
t'd. and I do not know that anv hon. 
nHmhcr will ~'ly tbat a policv \Yhic.h ain1s 
at the Pnrr:uragcrnent of scrondary industries 
al0ng ~jdr, prir'<lary product-ion is goinq- to 
mak0 fr,r am·thing- but the w0!fare of the 
State. Th, State- mmt benefit, and. ,,-ith 
the gcnPra1 prospcrou<:', condition-.; ·yhich \VC 

hope will be brought about lw tlw carr"ing 
of this re;.:olution, n1cans w-ill bo found for 
absm·bing the unemployme':t. 

Hox. \Y. FORGAN SMITH !Jfrtckay): 
It is intcre,,ting to find this motion moved 
bv the hon. member for Dravton. 

. lHr. BEBBISGTON: It is not, the flrst time. 

Hox. W. FOHGAN SMITH: I kmm the 
hon. mcmb,~r ha.s Inoved ::-i1nilar n1otions on 
oth-.r occa•,ions; but the nolnt I wish to n1ake 
i>" this: That one often fi11ds men putting 
f.onYnrcl adya-:"ccd idea and n"forms who 
v;onlrl b(l thP l0a-.:t cxpC'C{(•d tn pnt fori' ~~rd 
~urh idra-:. Thi9 proposal is in thnt category. 

J:.Jr. ~IORG\X: Do you obicct to it? 

IIox. \Y. FOR.G_\N" s::;TITH: C-'rhinly 
r>ot. T:10 co-opc,ratiYc principle is one: rap
abl0 cf YC'l'\' wide exte!l~ion jnd~?cd, and 
alon, thcs: ~lirJC'· therr: is nmn!-. rof"lnl for 
Cl_r_.ve,·O]l'nC'nt j·a Quf'"nslanrl ancf in _\nstralia. 
I hrn·n ]nng held the onininn tlwt in rf'gard 
ttl C'O-O!'Jf'1'3tion v>c haYc 011ly tonf'hcd the 
frinf[e of the cub.ied. An:nmc· ,,·ho has read 
the hi ,-torv of thn co-.ancrt~ tiv~~ moYement; 
any·one \\'ho nndf'r.~trrncl.3 the pioneer \York 
done bv men sut h as R.obert Owcn. 1-Ioh-oake. 
Etnd o-fhers. who Yrero the pionH?rs t;f this 
propovll, realisr>. the advantngcs th~t may be
za1nrd from snrh a sehernc. 

Mr. IlEBBI)!G1'0X: Why go to Enril:tnd r 
Why net stick to Au,tralia? 
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Ho;-;. W. FORGAK _SMITH: Coming more 
propedy to the motion and to batisfv the 
1mp~tJence of the hon. member for Dr~yton. 
I w11l _now deal with mattero as they affect 
Qucen·,Jand, though one would naturallv 
expcd the hon. member to realise the advan
tage,:; t:uit will be gained fro1n a considcra
~ion of what has taken place elsewhere. That 
JS why I ha' 0 m ado reference to it. If it 
can be nwdc a \'-uce0ss elst.'\vherc, then :it is 
worth _our while studying it. If we can 
adapt 1t to our local conditions with advan
tage to <?Hr~e1Ye8, _then H is up to t!;.; to do 
1t. It mll b~ noticed. th~t in the principal 
Act a v0r: . .wJclo apphcatwn has been given 
to co-operation, and a grPat deal more could 
be done under that mea•.ure, even without the 
amm1dment. than hao been done. In section 
2 of the; principal Act "Primarv Products" 
a re dt•fmed thus- · 

"Butter, cheese, milk, bacon, flour, 
cornflonr. cott?n, grain n1eal, jam, and 
prc .;erYed £nuts, and such oth~:r nro
durts of the sojl as the GDv-ernor~ ill 
Council 1nay from time to tin1c declare~ 
by Onkr in Council, published in the 
' G::tzcttc.' " 

Then the definition of "\VorkR" read'-
'· Any works or facton" for the manu

facture or cold storage 'Of primarv pro
duct an~ the b .. -prPducts ther-eoi, to
g-ether \Ylth all machinery and appur
tenance'"' used therein or in conne, tion 
therewith, and all tramwav~ leadino
theroto, and the site of the 'works and 
all land med in connection with anc· such 
tram\vay." -

So that it will be seen the possibilities under 
the exi.,±ing Act have not bl"'n by any moans 
exhau~tcd. It !s p_articularly opportime that 
a mohon of th1s kmd should be discussed in 
Parliament to-day, becau,c we find that in 
Queensland and in Australia and through
out t_he world people are dealing with the 
questwn of the proper control of industrv. 
Every reformer recognises that the existing 
svstNn of control on the capitalistic basis 
lean's very much to be desired. Every 
student of the question will doubtless agree 
with that proposition, and various ideas have 
been advocated from time to time by various 
schools. of thought, and I am applying my
self th1s afternoon to the co-operative idea 
as one of the means ":hereby society can be 
Improved; \vhcreby mdustry can be im
proved; and whereby the conditions of those 
engaged in industry can be improved. \Ve 
know that the co-operative principle, if 
applied properly and to any considerable 
extfmt. would completely replace the present 
method of control. Some people heYe advo
cated this, and that is what is behind the 
motion of the hon. memb0r for Dravton. 
Much progress can be made in Qneenshnd if 
the principle is generally adopted. Up to 
the present co-operative effort has been 
largely confined to buttPr factorie'. cheese 
factorie,, and other purely agricultural 
indnstries. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The farmers are the onlv 
ones who have made any strides in connBction 
with it. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Thev are the 
onlv people in Queensland who have made any 
considerable succe'S of it. That success has 
been of advantage to the agricultural industry, 
and I think cverv one will admit has also 
been of general advantage to the State; and 
that benefit can be extended t<J quite a number 

of industries. We know that co-operation in 
itself and carried on on a limited scale, will 
not accomplish everything that some of its 
advocate.:; on some occasions claim for it. 
Take. for examplE', a co-operative society 
havi,;g control of a particular indust.ry. ':fh>;t 
society might exploit the commumt:y, If_ It 
so desired, in the same· way that existmg 
joint stock corn nanics do. If enterprises such 
as general tradii1g, storekeeping, butchers' and 
bakers' shops. and so on, were owned and 
controll.ecl by· the workers engaged in tbcm, 
unci there ,;,lS no control exercised by the 
community as a whole, it might mean that 
those workers, having only their own interest 
to conserve, might exploit the res~ of the 
communih in the same way as jomt fltock 
comp<mif'~ do. If they were in a position to 
control tho supply of a given commodity, they 
could dictate to the rest of the commumty., 
who were the consumers of that article and 
Hot members of the co-operation, the conditions 
under which they should receive that particu
lar service or commodity; but that i~ a thing 
that c;,n be controlled by the community. 
Co-opcratiYe societies are not so likely to act 
anti-socially in that way, and they have not 
ckme so where they havo been m oporabon. 
I ren1ember working sixteen or seventeen 
years ago for a co-operative society which was 
a distributing aseociation controlling all kinds 
of activitic'. The society produced clothing, 
furniture, and food, and ran grocers' shops, 
butcher,,' shops, and various other businesses. 
The societv had its own staff to carry out the 
work. The 'employee' were also members of the 
sorietv, and when the overhead expenses were 
met in each department, the men engaged in 
each department shared in the distribution 
of any surplus which was available. As a 
result of th"t ,, .. tom, I was in receipt of some
thing like 2d. per hour higher than the ;•.tand
ard rate of wages prevailing at that time 
in my particular calling. That co-operative 
societv was able to carry on w1th advantage 
to the members of the society and those who 
participatod in its benef1ts. 

Much has to be done in the wav of edu
cating people up to this idea. It is n'Ot enough 
to recommend that the ·workers should have 
contrdl of inJustry; it i': not enough to give 
allegiance to co-operation as a general prin
ciple; but, along with the adoption of the 
general principle, educative propaganda must 
be carried on. I for one believe in the workers 
having a say in the control of industry. I 
believe that the industries of Queensland and 
Australia can effectively be ea rried on by 
those engaged in them, and efforts must be 
made in the direction of inducing and training 
the workers to take more interest in their 
industries than has been the case in the past. 
We find that one reason why co-operation, 
guild socialism, or other things, have not been 
taken up successfully here is the fact that 
not enough propaganda has taken place, and · 
the possibiliti0s have not yet been realised. 
\Ve must also educate people to take control 
of industries, and carry on all the ramifications 
of those indu,tries. vVe know that by industry 
being carried on on the capitalistic basis of 
the subdivision of labour the tendency has 
been to make the worker more or less a cog in 
the machine. A worker to-dav is often trained 
to perform one particular o);eration only. he 
learns to do it efficiently, and in a way which 
enables the article to be produced economic
ally; but there are very few men in an 
average factory with the nece,sary knowledge 
to control the whole of the processes in that 

Hon. IV. F'organ Smith.] 
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industry. The mbdivision of labour at. the 
present tlrne, whi]c it has elin1inatcd \Yastc 
and <'nablod iLdustrv to be carried on wiLl 
more cf[icicncy than ·,,-as the case in tbe past, 
has been largely dcstrurt.ivo of the workc1s' 
individna!ih·, "nd that is not in itself a p:ood 
thing for tl1e conn:nnnit,\7

• Under any S)t-, tCtil 

whereby the workers were given control of 
industry some of iht"e evil effects would be 
S\vept hside, rnd n1cn ha-dng control oF 
indu~tr;· ar~d sharing in the adYantagcs and 
rc'turns fl'o.,l it would naturally h -,.yp a 
greater incentive to produce pfiicion'tly aud 
offediYcl,F than they have at the ]Jrcscnt 
til11('. 

Mr. BEDBINGTON: And they would be social
ist:; no 111ore. 

HoN. \V. FORG.\:'-1 S2V1ITH: I would 
rerornmend the hun. rnc1nbcr to give son1o 
thoug-ht to the question of socialism. No 
one .advocating co-operation and understand~ 
ing soriahs1n could ln.ake such an interjection, 
bccaus,· tho piont,-er8 of co·operation-thoso 
who understand it best-were also the pioneers 
of sociali~n1. 

11r. BEBBIKGTON: No. 

IIo:;-. W. FORGA;.;- SMITH: The eo-opera
to!' and the socialist arc both opposed to 
the present system of production for pro!it. 
The co-operator advocates a method by which 
to improve society, and the socialist and the 
co-operator <'.ln '"ork hand in hand. i'Jetrlv 
all the largo co-opcratiYe oocietics in Great 
Britain a;·e controlled by men who are 
socialists. The L"bour party in Grcqt Britain 
is t~ n rcrt ~.ln cxb:nt finat1cCd by c~o-operatiYe 
socictif'S. ThP rnanagcrs of those aHoclation~ 
are oftoll political cundiJatcs and pay contri
butions to the funds of the Labour party, 
so to that extent there is a definite connection 
betvvu~n the co-operator and tho EDeialist. 
The co-operator st<tuds for a svetcm whorebv 
tho,o engaged in an industry Sha!l gain cor{
trol of it, tu by the e1iLnination of profit give 
to the SPrvirt1 S at reasonable prices. 
That is what the c J-opt•rator advooatcq, and 
what the hon. nternhcr agr~~es 1v~th. That is 
what the socialist also say--. 

Mr. BcBBIKGTO)[: ?\o. 

HoN. W. FORGA:::-.1 SMITH: I advise the 
hon. mr mbcr to get a better idea of the ele
mentar.:- principle~ of soeialiRm, and ~t.udv tho 
~natter in conjunction v;ith co-opPrationJ "and, 
If be doe,; tint, a ra\· of lio-ht mav vet 
illnn1inatc t 1w d ~rk reC'{_~,<: JC'S of l1is rnin~l. V It 
i;; al~,c) int~._'r'';:;ting in this conuection that 
this motion 6honld bayc be0n brought fon1-:·rd 
by a jl" rty "hi, 11 oppo'cs the various nlanks 
in the L hour plat.forrn. If one cai'os to 
rc<td th'' jJlatform of the Labour party, which 
can hH '3PC'1l In aln1ost anv i:-::sue of tho 
"\Yorkcr," er ot11.:<1· Labour· paper. he 1vi1l 
find that co-opcrntion is pl reel very l<<~'g-clv 
111 the forefront of the platform. · 

J\lr. BEDDIKGTOX: Ha ye you done anything 
Ill It? 

Jiox. IY. FOTIGA;.;- S:\IITH: It is intPnded 
to Pxt~'nd that princi 1le, and rri,Tt' the work('r6 
C'llg-n!.!,·Pd in an~, indubtry Control of th,,t 
indw.,tr:l. 

::\Ir. DEllBEGTON: You cannot extend what 
you htlYC' not begun. 

1\t 5.20 p.n1., 
Thr SPEAT\:ER rrsu111ed th chair. 
Hox. W. FCJRG~\N SMITH: \Ye hav-e 

begun, and it '.\-ill be ex~ ~•Hlcd. Co rmera
tion, so fur as the distdb~1tion sid:~ 1~ 
concorned, has been taken up pretty sur:cess-

[Hon. 1Y. Forgan Smith. 

fullY in Queensland by the coalminers. At 
BooYal there is a co-operative distributing· 
society controlled by the miners, which was 
started by Mr. Gledson, a member of thi,, 
House, and a member of this party. It i& 
run very successfully, and is a distinct 
advantage to the miners and those living in 
that area. It can be extended; but it is weli 
to remember what I said in the beginning
that a co-operatiYe society is liable to the· 
danger vvhich is working within the~ existing
t.·,-~tcm. A co-operatiYe socif)ty, unless the 
public interests arc ~afeguardcd, might con
duct its business similarly to any joint stock 
company. The only d1fforenct:' would be that 
the number of shareholders would probably 
be greater. I have in mind an inctitution 
in New Zealand. The last time I was in 
Melbourne I met a man from New Zealand
a mof't ir1tcre~ting personality-and among~ 
the Yarious things he had been interested in 
at variolls times in his life was furniture
making and cabinet making g-enerally. A 
factory that he had been interested in was
organi~. d by him into a co-operative society 
whore the shares were owned by the former
\VC'rkrne-n. The factory vvas run very success
£1.\lly, but they di-d not give the community 
any advantage of their improyed methods. 
They found that by controlling- the industry 
they were able to make suflicient in thirty-six 
hours a week to pay the wages they formerly 
got in forty-eight hour,,; so that they main
tained C'"{isting price~ on reduced hours. 
That showed that the beneficial effect to the 
co>nmunity from that co-operative society was 
nil. It merely changed the ownership; it did' 
not n1ran anT,' alteration in re~ults. A 
co-operative wciety, to be run on proper lines 
and to be beneficial to the communitv, must 
always have reg-ard to the public interest. I 
believe that any system that would be, 
approved of by this Parliament woul-d safe
guard thc.<o things. I think that the hon. 
mc·rnber ,_,·ho has moved this motion is going 
along right Iincs. It would be a very gooci 
thing for the workers of Queensland to apply 
themselves in the dire<:tion of getting more 
control of indus.trv than thev haYe at the 
prc~cnt ti1ne. i\1Cn'fl ambitiOns and man's 
qnalitie- should be cultivated and enconretged. 
I am satisflnd that the majority of men do 
not want to be bowers of wood and drawers 
of .. ,·ater for a priyileged class during the 
whcle of their lifetinw. Co-operation is one
of the m<'thods \\·hereby they can give fu!I 
play to their individuality, and whereby men 
who lun·c the ability to organise and control 
inc1-nstrios have the opportunity of displaying' 
that ability and the knowledge that is latent 
within thorn, and Bo benefit society. 

l\Ir. BEBniXG~ox: Come oYer here. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: :Niuch can be 
donp in that direction. I rose principally to• 
draw atteutwn to tho fact that much can be 
done under the Act as it exists at the present 
time. It hc•s not been taken advantage of 
in the wa' it might be taken advantage of 
if th" public interest is a wakened and propa;
ganda along Cf'rtain lines js engag('d in. I 
am very ploa,ed to know that the hon. mem
ber for Dr" vtnn has become so advanced that 
he' is prcp,{red to accPpt a portion at least 
of the Labour platform. 

::.Ir. BEBBIXGTO)[: No; you have accepted 
our~. 

Hox. W. FORG \N SYIITH: Th0 hon. 
mr' .~her has mJkno,Yingly ad\'ocated this 
nft0r11non some 0f the pri'1ciplos of g-uild' 
socialism. In that connection I mac, 
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mention that the building trades in Great 
Britain have been able to exercise a big 
influence. The guilds there have to a 
large entered into the building 
industry, have been able to compete 
on equal terms with largo firms of 
contractors. They employ very large num
bers of men on various buildings, and have 
been able to show that the workers, given 
the opportunity, can control their industries 
and can carry on all forms of human activi
ties with advantage to themselveo and to the 
public. Much can be done in this direction 
by way of educational propaganda. I hope 
that in the near future the interest of the 
people will be awakened to a greater extent 
than has been the case in the past, and that 
the time will not be far distant when the 
workers will assume a greater control in 
induBtry than they have in the past. I hope 
they will work along those lines, and train 
themselves and equip themselves to be able 
to take ouch control. 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It is rather 
pleasing to know that the Government at 
last, through the voice of one of their 
Ministers, has realised that the hon. member 
for Drayton, who has at heart the principles 
of co-operation, is on right lines. The Min
ister's reasoning does not convince me that 
socialism and co-operation are the same things 
at all. While I have nothing against social
ism, I have something against the people who 
<vdvocate it. Indeed, that is all I have 
against it. At the same time, I am a great 
believer in co-operation. This is a small 
motion, and there is not very much in it, 
but it deals with the solution of a big prob
lem. Years ago it was recognised that 
co-operation was better for the worker and 
for the sol uti on of his troubles than big wages. 
If that had been generally believed, then the 
worker would have been in a much better 
position to.,day. The worker has always been 
spoken of as being " the under dog," but it 
would not be so under co-operation. What 
co-operation has done for the producer I am 
sure can be done equally as well for the 
worker. It is a great pity that we have not 
recognised more of the advantages of 
co-operation. We know what organisation 
and co-operation have done for the producer. 
I am pleased to kn.ow that the Government 
approve of this motion, and, with the assist
ance of this House, no doubt something will 
be available in the near future which wiil be 
for the benefit of the worker. 

Question (Mr. Bebbington's motion) put 
and passed. 

ADMI~ISTRATION OF SOLDIER 
SE'l"TLEME~TS. 

PROPOSED APPOINTMENT OF ROYAL COM:V!ISSION. 

J\'1r. KERR (Enoggera), in moving-
" That in view of the financial con

siderations connected with soldier settle
ments, and in view of maladministration 
generally, and in the interests of the 
State, and the settlers themselves, and 
for other reasons, it is the opinion of 
this ParliameTJt that a Royal Commission 
should be appointed forthwith, with full 
power of investigation," 

said: Last session a number of rnem bers on 
this side of the House very definitely asked 
the Secretary for Public Lands, who is in 
charge of the soldier settlements, \vhcther 

he would appoint a Royal Commission to 
inquire into them, but to all the 

[5.30 p.m.] requests he gave a negative 
Members on this side 

are completely touch with soldier settle
ment, and they know from the cases brought 
before them that the Department of Public 
Lands is not giving the men a fair "go." 
What I mean by that I shall explain during 
the course of my remarks. I have another 
viewpoint on this question, that which has 
to do with finance, not so far as it concerns 
the men themselves, but so far as it concerns 
the State; and I want to go into figures to· 
show the amount of money that has been 
borrowed by. the State, on which the peopler 
pay interest by means of taxation, and to· 
show also the very small result indeed that 
we are getting from the investment of such a 
large amount of money. We must realise 
that in soldier settlement there was a wonder
ful opportunity for this State to carry out 
a great work. That opportunity was never 
taken. We have to realise that the amount 
of money spent on soldier settlement is the 
largest. sum spent on any object of loan 
expendrture, with the exception of the Rail
W":Y Department. That is a fairly large 
thmg to say, and it must cause a stir ot 
interest in every politician. 

The PREMIER: I think you are wrong. 

Mr. KERR: ~o. In 1920-1921, £984,630 o£ 
loan money was spent. 

The PREMIER: That is only one year. 

Mr. KERR: That is 23 per cent. of the 
totB l loan expenditure for the year of 
£4,251,248. The Railway Department, one 
of the larg;est und~rtakings of the State, is 
the only thmg that IS of greater consideration 
than soldier settlement in this respect. 

The PREMIER: What about local authorities 
and the Metropolitan and Ipswich Water and 
Sewerage Board? 

. Mr. _KERR: They cannot possibly come 
mto thrs category, and, moreover. the Pre-. 
mier's s~1ggestion is not right. They have 
not recmved so much loan money as soldier 
settlements. 

The PREMIER: They have not received it 
from the Treasury, but they have spent more 
loan money. Monev has been borrowed from 
the Commonwealth' Bank. 

Mr. KERR: Queensland borrowed over 
£4,000,000 of loan money last year. 

The PREMIER: The Queensland Government. 

Mr. KERR: Have it your own wav. I 
give y_ou that in. I say that of the pur'poses 
on whrch lojtn n:oney amounting to £4,000,000 
wa;s spent sold1er settlement stands second. 
Wrth that year I have quoted and the three• 
previous years, we reach the enormous sum' 
of £2,1?2,Q52. We find that the State is• 
paymg 1n mterest for that money, say, at 5, 
per cent., £100,000 per annum. I am going 
to quote how much we have received in 
interest for that £2.000.000 odd, all of which 
should hwe been paid by others, and I think 
I shall be able to show that the interest that 
we have . actually received may run into• 
hundreds mstead of hundreds of thousands. 

screw 
pny rnore? 

M'r. KERR: That is 
I ~tm going to show, if I 
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this Government. even from Mr. Hunter's 
time, used the returned soldier for propa
ganda purposes. 

OPPOSITION MLMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: If the will put 
my he must 

from me. has been 
of this money has been 

way of charity. Practically 
the soldier has got has been 

which he has to pay iHterest 
re-rlRrm1t1on. Thern is no qu'estion of 

purely a bminess proposition. 
on the land doeE> not want 

erroneous. 

wants to be a business foot-
wants it to on a basis on 

hopeful prospects. It may 
that £2.000,000 odd has been 

returned soldier. That is quite 

' The FOR PcBLIC LANDS : On 
whom been spent? 

Mr. KERR: £385,000 of it has been spent 
in the resumption of freehold land, in spite 
of the fa<Jt that the Government have 
400,000,000 acres of Crown lands. 

Mr. vYEIR: Put another "nought" on to 
it. 

Mr. KERR: If the hon. member had his 
way, there would not be such a thing as 
JJ, soldier, and probably no such thing as 
Great Britain-that is, if one may interpret 
his interjection and his previous attitude in 
that connection. It seems to be credible 
for a moment tha,c, when Government 
have alienated only about 4 per cent., or 
17.000 000 acres of Crown land, they should 
·burden the returned soldier with the interebt 
un repurchased freehold land. The land is 
leased to the soldiers at a rent based by 
the Government on the interest they pav on 
the money they borrow from the Corrirrwn
wealth. Surely, of the unalienated 96 per 
cent. of the land there is sufficient close to 
railways to settle soldiers without the 
necessity . of making them pay rent or 
interest on the purchase value. But that 
is one thing that is round their necks for 
a start. The result has been that that 
interest has had to be borne by the revenue 
of the State. It has been capitalised, and 
year after yea.r has been >tdded to those 
~en'.s debits. What chance they have of pay
mg 1t back I do not know. The Secretary 
for Public Lands does not know. It is time 
a Royal Commission found out. 

Mr. PEASE: What about a Royal Commis
sion to inquire into the Canungra business? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman cannot 
sidetrack me. I have had to wait from the 
day of the opening of Parliament to talk 
about this, and I am not going to be side
tracked on to Canungm or anything else. 

Mr. PEASE: Your party were responsible 
for it. 

Mr. KERR: Queensland is the onlv State 
where there are such har-d' and fast' condi
tions. Leasehold tenure is a lifelong tenure. 
I admit that after the first five years a sol
dier can transfer to another soldier. vYe 
know perfectly well that closer settlement 
has never been a success so far as leasehold 
is concerned. Look at the examples which 
are provided by the other States. Victoria. 
with only double our population, hlls 58.47 
Pet' cent. of the land alienated. and there are 
5,000,000 acres under cultiv&tion. Tasmania, 

[Mr. Kerr. 

with ono-third of our population, has four 
times our acreage under cultivation, for the 

40 per cent. of the land is 
and there is an incentive to own 

your own block. 'Whether that principle is 
right or wrong I do not know; but I do 
know that the incentive to work is there. 
That principle should be applied to tlte sol
diers, when thev have a cert&in amount of 
improvements. "They ought not to have a 
lifelong tenure; they should be given t.he 
opportunity of selling the land and making 
a few pounds. When you put a man on a 
piece of land and say to him, "No matter 
what you do, you have to stay there," it is 
no wonder that hundreds of men are leav
ing the land. It is a wrong system. The 
average price of the repurchased land is 
£3 14s. per acre. 'fho rent demanded, and 
which should have been paid, for the twelve 
months ended 31st March, 1922, was 
£2.970 Ss. 6d. To show that these men are 
not making a success of their venture, 
£490 19s. ld., or 16 per cent. of the total, 
was received. There was capitalise-d .a sum 
of £109 Ss., on which next year they will 
ba ve to pay interest, which is an additional 
burden. There is outsanding a sum of £2,307. 
Eight-four per cent. of the rent due is unpaid 
to-day! The interest on the capital expendi
ture of this £385,000, at 5 per cent., amounts 
to £19,250. Because of maladministration 
and lack of encouragement to these men, 
the consolidated revenue has h&d to meet 
£18,760-or 97 per cent.-of that £19.250. 
It is not right that every loss should be 
made up out of oonsolidated revenue. If 
the railways paid to-day, we would not have 
to extract over £3,000,000 in taxation out of 
the people of the Stu te. Exa.ctly thE; same 
thing applies to the soldier settlements. 
There is an explanation for t.he non-receipt 
of the monev. There is a definite amount of 
£8,000 in interest which should be coming 
in from blocks which are unoccupied. That 
sum has to be met by the taxpayers of the 
State. I do not think hon. members oppo· 
site realise that these things are h>tppening. 
T.here are 299 blocks of repurchased land 
which are unoccupied; and, in addition, 
there are 133 blocks which were occupied 
but have since been forfeited. That demon
strates the impossibility of fulfilling the con
ditions which have been laid down. The 
Secretary for Public Lands asked me where 
some of the money has gone. A further sum 
of £200,000 has been expended .on railw&ys 
that would have been built for other set.tler& 
from money otherwise raised. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : You do 
not think they wanted railways 1 

Mr. KERR : I have not said so. The 
Minist'er is not logicaL If the Government 
put the men there, certainly the railways 
should be built. My argument is that those 
men should have been placed on first-class 
lands-not heavily timbered or third-class 
lands, as has been the case. Can the Minis
ter tell me that there is no suitable land out 
of the 400,000,000 acres which are not alien
ated 1 Take the Amiens line, which cost 
£58.396. The total loss on that line has 
been £4,082. There again the taxpayer has 
to pay something which he should not be 
called upon to pay. The Beerburrum settle
ment was estR blished in a district where a 
railway had long been in existence. That 
should be done in oonnection with all immi
gration proposals. Money should not be 
expended on the building of the Burnett 
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ntilway line. \Yhat the Beerburrum settle
ment has meant to the North Coast line I will 
pror"od to show. There is only one thing 
to do, and that is to put the population on 
the side of the railway. The Beerburrum 
sf•ttloment ]Jroves that. Prior to the estab
lishrnc·nt of that settlement in 1916, the 
goods outward at the railway station 
amounted to £86. whereas in 1921 the value 
was £1,015, or an increase of £929. In 
1916 the goods inward amounted to £459, 
whereas in 1921 thev were valued at £3.760. 
or an increase o( £3,301. If we could 
get that jncreaso in traffic in six out 
<Jf seven rail way stations in Queensland, 
the raihvays would be run at a very 
low cost, and they would be abk to pay 
their \vay. Our raihvays are losing over 
£1,700,000 a year, which the taxpayer will 
have to pay, but that portion of the railway 
is paying its way bec&use of the increased 
settlement. I am very sorry that I have 
had to devote so much time to replying to 
the interjection by the Secretary for Public 
Lands. but, if his other interjections stand 
the lig.ht of day no better than this one, he 
has no case at all. The sum of £142.000 has 
been spent from revenue in the construction 
of State farms. \\'h0re are those f,ums? 
They arc wiped out, because they were a.n 
utt0r fn.ilm-e. I \vill take the Sta.nthorpe 
soldier settlement, where I have been 
s•'v:ral times. Are the settlers there getting 
thcu fnut trees fron1 lhc State fartns? Are 
the eettlrrs at 13l'erburrum getting t1Jeir pine
apple suckers from the State farms? \Vhat 
£142.000 a ;·ear moans to this State \vill be 
of interest to hon. members oppo,ite. It 
wou1d have sayed 560 public s0rvants at least 
£250 each in deflation. This amount of money 
would aho ha>O sayed the 5 per cent. reduc
tion in salaries of 10.000 public servants. Yet 
the £142,00,] has gone up in the air. \Ve have 
a.sked in this IIonso tim· and again for a 
Royal Commi,.sicn io inquire into tl:P soldier 
settlt>m0nts. nnd it ha~ hccn declined. I 
think that .oldier sct+:e1·s are the be-t settlers 
that Australia can produce. 

0PPOST'riOK 11£:\lBERS: Hear, hear ' 

Mr. KERR: .\ :\"ew 7,caland ladv. a fre· 
quent writer to the SYdney '' Bullodu." ho 
has often come in contact with the Australian 
soldiers, speaking of the1n, says-

" I\ owhcro in the world is there a 
hjgher standard of general education 
among the people or a lower etandard of 
crime than in Australia. There is practi
ullv nobodv in Austmlia \vho cannot 
r<>ad and ~nito. The overseas men 
generally ha V(; been better housed and 
better fed than the men of Europe ; and 
they are better men." 

It does not seem possible to most people 
that a poultry farmer can lose 800 " chicks " 
out of 1.000. That has been the case, not 
only in one instance, but practically with 
every settler. \Yhcn the progress association 
from a di"trict in my electorate asked for 
an independent inquiry into this loss, they 
were threatened with proceedings. How
ever, the inquiry was held by ftvP indepen
dent poultry experts, who subsequently 
waited on the Secretarv for Public Lands, 
who received them ~ympathetically, but 
nothing has yet been done in connectiort with 
the matter. \Vhy cannot the right thing be 
done, and why should not a Royal Commis-
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sion be appointed? I know that the Secre
tary for Public Lands is sympathetic m 
connection with those mutters. lf thcrC' is 
anything to be found out by a Royal Com
mission, then it should be appointed to 
satisfy the people of Queensland. The 
people of Queensland arc not satisJled with 
the way the money is being expended, and 
are not satisJied that conditions are as they 
should be. One Minister of the Crown made 
a statement to the effect that a grant of 
£697 was sufficient to settle a man in 
Queensland. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Vho 
says that'! 

Mr. KERR : The Secretary for Agriculture., 

The SECRETARY l'OR PuBLIC LANDS: No; the 
Prinw }linister of the Commonwealth said 
that. 

:vir. KERR: I was on the pllttform with 
tho Secretary for _,_L\_griculture 111 Albert 
Square when he made the statement and 
:occeptcd kudos for the fact that £697 was 
sufficient to ccttle a man in Queenslaud. I 
ha V<• the cutting from the newspaper contain
ing the report. I httve received information 
from Secretaries for Lands in other States, 
and such letters indicate by comparison the 
deplorable conditions which exiot m 
Queensland. 

The SECREHRY FOR l>rBLIC LAKDS: \Vhat 
do they know about Queensland? 

Jl.fr. KERR: The.r know this mueh-tnat 
]n XP"- South \Vales they ·were pt·c,parcd 
to advance a rnan £2.500; iu Victoria 
£1.473; in Tasmania. £2 271; in South 
"\uob·alia, £1,410; and in \Yestern Ausb-alia, 
£1,375. The "hole of the trouble in 
Quecndand i\,. that the n1en a.re not giY·:·n a 
chance. The settlement in my olectorat0, 
to-day could be made a payable proposition 
if the Gm·ernnwnt would onh· do the right 
thing. 'I'hey could have done the right thin,; 
two and a-half years ago. If. imtcad of the 
number of poultry being 150 to 200, the 
Government would increase it to 800 m· 900, 
that would giye the 'ettlers a start, which is 
all they want. If, instead of kP~ping; loan 
money" down and not giYing the settlers 
sufficiC'nt, th0 (}oyernment Vfould grant 
another £100 to each 'ettler. I guarantee 
that 99 per cent. of the men \YouJd make the 
sPttlf'11H~1lt a paying proposition. I '"'·ill show 
the House how hard up some o£ the settlers 
are. A man, wife, and family have to live 
on 10s. a week. I have here a letter written 
on the brown paper of a 4-lb. paper bag, 
sirrned by the writer ,,-hich I received the 
other day. I regr~t that my time. has 
expired, because the other matters mentJOned 
in the motion should be brought forward. 

A.t 7 p.m. the House, in accorrlrtnce 1vith 
Sessional Order, proceeded u·ith Go1.·crnment 
business. 

ESTI11ATES IN CHIEF, 1922-1923. 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of a 
mesc,,age from His Excellency the GoYel:nor 
forwarding the Estimates of Probable Ways 
and Jldeans and Expenditure for the year 
ending 30th June, 1923. 

The Estimates were ordered to be printed 
and referred to Committee of Supply. 

Hon. W. Bertram.1 
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TRF:AS17RER'S FINANCIAL TABLES. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
('hillartot) laid on the table the tablos relat
in,- tD the Treao,urer's Financial Statement 
fo~ 1922-1923. 

Ordered to be printed. 

SUPPLY. 

0PEKIXG or CmniiT'rEE-Fr"'ANCJAL STATE}IE"'T. 

The THKASL.:RER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
r.'ltillagor·): Mr. Speaker. I lwg to mm·e

" That you do now Jc,Jsc the chair.'' 

::VIr. VO\VLES (JJalbJJ): :\fr. Speaker. be
fore vou leave the chair, I would like to 
make- a few observations in respect to the 
position that has. arisen in Parliam~·~t- It 
is one of the privileges of th0 OppositiOn on 
this occasiDn to ventilate their grievance-"'· 

The TRFIS1:HF.R: \Vhat grievances can you 
han·? (Lauzhtcr.) 

:'vir. VO\VLES: Before my time and that 
of other hon. members on this side is finiohed, 
the hon. gentleman will realise some of them. 
\V e were told earlier in the session, when an 
innovation in the procedure of this House 
'"as brought in-whC'n hon. 1ncmhers were 
deprived of the right to speak on the Address 
i'l Hcply-that it was unnecc' ;ary because 
there 'v~ro ot.her occasions \vhen every hon. 
member in the House would have an oppor
tnnitv of spcn king, one of those occasions 
cited. by the Premier hcing on the motio:' 
tD go i~to Committee of Supply. That posJ
tion ha. arisen, nnd it is for us to roahso 
how far that statement of the hon. gentleman 
is going to be rc-·alised~,vhcther every_ r:1en1-
bcr of this Chamber will h:, ve that pnnlcege 
allowed to him or denied to him. Some of 
us mav have the opportunitY of spealong, 
but I 'venture to say that many of us will 
be deprived of it once more. 

The 'l'm:.\SPRER: You are threatening 
obsi ruction. 

:\fr. VOvVLRS: I am not threat ming any 
obstruction. I a•n simpl:- ,tanding np for the 
privileges and rights of the Opposition. 

The TRE_\f..UEER: You have ~ev(~nteen days 
on the Estim.ttes. 

Tl1r. VOWLRS: \Ve arc y~ry often deprived 
of the right of di,cm.;ing an Estimate. It 
has been the practice of the CovP1:nment in 
the pa:.t scientif1udly to evade cnt1C1m1. more 
particnlarly in respect of their State enter
pri:::..f'~. 

The TRE\sr·nER: That tloc- no• prevent 
you frmn dif'CU ,sing the1n. 

Mr. YOIVLES: It doeo prcy0nt us from 
discus~ing the1n. e~~c( pt on occasjon;:;:. sueh ns 
this. I '" onld like to point out tha,t we h_ave 
reached rathf'r an f xtrnordinary pos1b?n) 
bf'c !11H' -.,,,0 have ., Government r·PprcsPnting 
a minority calT.:· ing on the affairs of the 
countrv. 

The. TnE.ISrRER: \Ye ha Ye a majority. 

:\Ir. YO\YLES: You lmYe not: you ha,-c 
a rrljnorit.v of th0 pPoplc in the Cflllntr.v. 
The Gov0i·nn1ent are (_arrying on affairs of 
the eountrv n1f'r0ly b'>T Yil'hlc of the votes of 
tlw officers' of the Ho;JS<'. You. :\Ir. Speak<'_r. 
<1nd tho Chdir1n<1n of Con1n1lth~es take: it 1n 
tnrn-onc IYh0n tlle Cmnlnittce i f,itting) and 
the oth0r \Yl1C'!1 th0 I-To11~0 is :::itting-to vote 
f'onsistcnt.lv fro111 the chnlr on f~Yf'r:.' mcasnto 
that pnss(:,, thf' ClnunGcr. Lf~;;i:.:lation is 

[Hon. E. G. TllCoclore. 

carried and alterations in existing laws are· 
made merely by the sweet will of yourself 
and the Chairman of Committees. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 'weet 
will of the majority of the constituencies. 

Mr. VOWLES : It is not so. The officers 
of the House are supposed to be impartial 
officers. The rule is laid clown in " May " 
as to what the duties of those officers are
under circumstances such a these, 

'l'll0 SECRETAHY FOR HAIL WAYS: They are 
laid down in our Standing Orders. 

Mr. VOWLES: "May" says (page 330, 
12th edition)-

" If the numbers in a division are 
equal the Speaker, who otherwise does 
not v;te. must give the casting vote. In 
the performance of this duty, he is at 
libertv to vote like any other member, 
accordin'g to his conscience, \Vii:hout 
assigning a r(mSOl?-; but). in order t_o 
avoid the least 1mputatJon upon hi' 
impartiality, it is usual for him. when 
practicable. to vote in such a manner as 
not to make the decision of the House 
final a ncl to explain his reasons, which 
are ~ntcred on the journal." 

Is that practice being carried out in this 
House to-day? 

OPPOSITION ME!VIBERS: No. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Arc we carrying on in a 
constitutional wa 0·? If we are no1e carrying 
on in a constitutional wav as we should 
do-- .. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber cannot criticise the action of the Speaker 
unless on a substantive motion. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am criticising the pro
cedure and I submit that I have every right 
to spe~k of it as unconst:itutiona1, and also 
as unprecedented. 

Mr. FERHICKS: \Vhy, the Cook Govern
ment carri~)d on for sixteen months on the 
casting vote of the Speaker ! 

The TREASURER: The Kidston Government 
carried on on the casting vote of Mr. Speak0r 
Armstrong. 

Mr, VOWLES : " May " further says-
" The principle which guides a Speaker 

in O"iving his casting vote -.;1, as thus 
expl~incd b J\Ir. Speaker Adding·ton ... 
that upon all occasion.s when the question 
y,as for or a[.,s-ain,t giving to any moasurc 
a further O])porhlnit~,~ of discussion, hu 
should alwa V' vote !or the further dis
cussion) mo~~f' especially -wbon it had 
advanced so far as a third reading: and 
that. when tlw question turned upon the 
measure itself-for instrmce. thnt a Bill 
do or do not pass-he should then vote 
for or arrainst jt., accordi11g lo hi~, b~,~t 
iudg·mcnt' of its rncrits, assigning the 
i~ca·-:ons on ·which such judgn1ent '\Vould 
bo founded." 

It then g-o0" on-and it is full of st>ttcrnents 
of the same kind--to state th>tt the same 
practiro obtAins so far as the Chairrr1an of 
Committees is concerned. ] say that v;e arc 
carryinrr on in a n1oc.,t. cxtraordinarv \Vay 
horo, and on" which i, unprocPdcntod. 
berausc the authoritjcs I have rmot.ed are 
rig-ht nJ:Ulinst it: a~1d. under the circum 
f-tanccs, I nsk vou) '\1r. Sp0akcr, ·whether 
it i~ a rr1sonnblo thing that \VC. -without 
offn-inr; any opposition, should be a party 
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to grunting Supply to a Government which 
represents a minority of the electors of the 
State? 

Mr. STOPFORD: We have a right to know 
what the Supply is. 

Mr. VOWLES: We know that the Sripply 
which has been granted in the past is Supplv 
which is being used up to this very dat<e. 
We know that that monev has been utilised 
in various directions. We have asked for 
information as to its expenditure, but we 
have been denied honest and decent replies. 
We have had occasion here to ask for infor
mation. I can refer you now to the pages 
of " V.otes and Proceedings." On page 74 
you wrll see that I asked a question, and 
also on pr.gc 47 I asked for fair information 
on behalf of the Opposition in respect to 
!llattcrs \vhere large sums of money are 
mvolved. What did we get in reply? Our 
questions are converted into a joke, and, as 
a r_ule, th<; person asking the question 
recerves an msult. That should not be per
mitted in this House. We cannot get fair 
and honest replies to our questions. \Ve can 
put what construction we like on the actions 
of Illinisters who will stand up in their 
places and deceive us bv not giving us facts. 
There is one Minister 'whose department is 
frequently under r<'view-that is, the Minis
ter in charge of State stations. We have 
tried to get information from him, but 
without success. It is like trying to draw 
a tooth from him. When I see him side
stepping the quest.ions that we put to him, it 
reminds me of a character in a book which 
I read quite recently. who is described as 
per.forrning the paradoxical feat of lving 
whde he stands. (Laughter.) That is a 
department where huge sums of money are 
bemg lost. It is a department which no 
aurlit .is _able to r~qlOm. because the depart
ment rs m the pos1t10n that it can give what 
numbers of stock it likes, and put its own 
values on them, and it is impossible to arrive 
at the true position. 

Hon. vV. FORGAN S~!ITH : Y on are lying 
whether you aro sitting or stanJing. 

Mr. VOvYLES: The hon. gentleman bas 
just wakened up. I charge this GO\·ern
m;mt w!th political duplicity. I charge them 
With bmng a Gover:nmont of broken promises. 
They a1·e a Government who have got on the 
rrrcasury benches on false reprC'scntations ! 
The GovernmPnt have made statement> in 
the pa,t >Yhich they have never acted up to. 
Those statements were very recent. if anv hon. 
rr•ember likes to follow some of thein up. 
In reg-ard to some of the statements made by 
the Government, and their Inisreprc..:cntations, 
we were told the following by Mr. McCosker, 
the Labour candidate for Toowong, as far 
back as 1920-

" We have everc· proof that if the Tory 
partv gets possession of the Trea cu,ry 
bcnchcs, notwithstanding the protests of 
Mr. Burnc>s und his henchmen in regard 
thcr<'f"o. the policy of drastic retrench
ment. which sccms to be a feature of 
Tory Govf'J'nrnent's financing, vvill again 
br~ applied." · 

Tbon Mr. Fiholly said-
" Finance 1ncant to anti-labourites 

nothing' rnorp thnn cutting off the salaries 
of ri iJ ~-':'r,·ants." 

Again durinp: the rcC'cnt Paddington election, 
:vrr. ,Jr)]ws. the• Govcrnr'lcnt c~ndidate, the 
present Sccrotnry for ~1ine~. srrid-·-

" The railw.ty deficit could also be met 

by reducing wages, by cutting down the 
number of lengthsmen employed, as was. 
done by Labour's predecessors when they 
had a little financial trouble. Despite its 
troubles, the Labour Go.-ernmcnt had not 
cut down the worker's wages. He was. 
not a great believer in the wage system 
at all. He believed the people were evolv
ing fro:rn i.he \vage syste1n to a system 
of true co-operation. "While the wage 
systcn1 \Vas in operation, he was not going 
to advocate any reduction of wages." 

Then again, Mr. Fihelly, speaking at Pad
dington, said-

" The Labour. Government was the only 
lmr to Barwclhsm and black and cheap 
labour, lower wages, and all that goes. 
with such a policy." 

Mr. Jones also said-
" Australian industries could not be 

cerried on unless cost of production was 
reduced. The c.apitalist thought this meant: 
a reduction of wages. That was not so. 

. . . The Government did not reduce· 
wages or introduce a poll tax. Compare· 
what had happened under other Govern
rnents." 

Although they frequently refer to the poll 
tax, here you have this Government ruled 
by unions which live on a poll tax, because 
they compel every working man to pay his 
dues to the union before he has a right to 
work. After all the recriminations against 
the Governments of the past, and after all: 
their criticisms of the late Sir Robert Philp. 
and his colleagues, here we find them, under 
better conditions than obtained in the time I 
referred to. doing what? Going back on the 
promises they made on the hustings only so. 
far back as ::Ylarch last-~these men who would 
not reduce the workers' wages ! Is it any 
wonder that we have the "Dailv Standard" 
and other Labour newspapers stating that the 
Government are pia ving the fo'ol with the 
workers, and are out 'to beguile the producers 
to gain their votes? vVe find the "Railway 
Advocate " on lOth February, 1922, saying·-

" Probably never before in the history 
of Queensland Railways have employees 
been compelled to suffer such injustices 
and hardships as are being cxperie11ced 
at the present time under the camouflage 
of a system called ' pooling of available 
work.'" 

And on the lOth January of this year we find 
the same paper saying-

" \Vlwn quE'otioned at the meeting 
about his Government sacking the rank 
and filo and at the same time giving 
the different heads of departments 
increases of £100, he (Mr. Pollock, the 
hon. member for Gregory) quibbled 
and made an oration about one thing 
and another. final!,- placing all t.he blame 
on the Clas,ification Board." 

::'vir. STOP! ORD: Now tell us what the 
" Advocate" has said about the Oppo,ition? 
(Government la.ughter.) 

Mr. VO\YLES: That is >Yhat they have 
eaid about the people whom they arc sup
posed to repreJcnt officially in the Press. 
Vlhcn we find the official orgcns of the 
Government. suc.h as the "Standard," tbe 
"V\i'orker," and tho "R.aihvav .;\.dYocate" 
telling the Treasurer and lii., colleagues 
sitting on the front Trca.snry b<•nchr·s that 
tbcy no longer represent the people who put 

J11 r. ll 011'les.] 
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them into those positions, is it not a fair 
thing for us, when we have the opportunity 
g1ven to us, to mention these things? 

.Mr. STOPFORD: Toll us what the "Courier" 
said about you. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: There are only two con
<>ti tutional la WYOrs in Queensland-tho hon. 
member for Mount Morgan and the editor of 
the "Courier." (Laughter~) I would also 
like to .remind hon. members that not only 
have th1s Government altered their attitude 
in the ma.ttcrs to 'vhich I ha.vo referred, 
but they also have alt.ered their objective 
since they were elected by tho people
or I m1ght have said that their objedive 
has been altered for them, because, as is 
well known, they are not free agents. They 
have to do what thev are told; their course 
of action is altered· from time to time bv 
Df.'rtain irrcspon~iblc persons who do no~t 
rcpreeent the electors, but who a.rroga.te to 
thonlsl'lvcs prerogatives hihhcr than those of 
Parliament itself. This Govcrnrnent carnc 
into office as the advontes of cheap food, 
as the advocates of the nationalisation of 
the means of production. djc,tribntion, and 
'"'change. That objective wa.s quite recently 
alt:rcd for th0tn by _a _Con.Yentiou sitting in 
Bnsbane to the WclalrsatJOn ol the means 
o~ production, distribution, and oxclwnge. 
V\ o have had the spectacle during tho last 
fe;v \Vecks of the Tr:asurer dangling pro
mises before tho prnnary producer, and 
trymg to make him bclie'ce that ho is his 
friend, oe is going to be his friend, whilst 
at the same time ma".' of his following 
pln,;yed the sa1nc g~rne t-o the industl'ialiBts. 
\Vo find this impossible position-one sc.otion 
of the Government promising to g·et for the 
producer the h1ghest pric~. for his produce 
and another sectlon pron11s1ng to giv~~ that 
very produce to the consumer for the lowest 
t~ncc? ~--:Iov~ ~an .von reconcile ~he bvo posi
tions. T.hat 1s whotc the conflJCt has come 
The:;- are being found out. The workers of 
~uoeneland have been rather slow to realise 
It. but the.v ha.H> now reached the stage 
when the.v have been used and abused quite 
long enough .. and the time is almo<t ripe 
for them to nse and demand that the Go
vernm~nt retire fro!'1 the pc sition th0y ar<e 
occupymg. T.he umons at the Trades Hall 
have passed resolutions to that effect. and 
the Labour organisations a.rc demandin~ that 
the Gove:nrnent cio the conect thing-get 
out and ~1ve the P!'Ople an opportunit,· again 
of doc1dmg who 1s to occupy the Treasury 
benches. 

OPPOSITION l\1EMBERS: Hea.r, hear! 

:Mr .• VOW~ES: I started out by saying 
that. ohE>ro IS an attempt being made to 
?ece1ve two sectrons of the communitv whose 
mtere<.ts to a very great extent are opposed 
01.1e to the. other-the people who want the 
h1ghest pnce for their produce, and the 
peur:le who want their food for the least 
poss1ble amount of money. T~e very gentle
man v,ho proclaims that he 1s the saviour 
of Qvecnsland-the Secretary for Agriculture 
:-only .qmte rec<mtly made a public statement 
m whJCh he s!lid that the Labour pcople 
!'lust not .Jose s1ght of their objective, which 
Is, he sa1d. that " production must be for 
use and not for profit." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman IS 
consistent so far as that is concerned. But 
[ would like to know from the Government 

[Mr. Vowles. 

and from him how he is going to give the 
produrl'l' a reasonable return "for his cost of 
producing and at the same time produce onlv 
for use and not for profit. · 

Mr. Cou.rxs: You do not understand. 

Nir. VOWLES: No; and I would not 
expect anyone else to understand such a 
proposition a.s that. Tho Premier himself 
does not understand, a.nd nobody else does. 
~rhc posjtion is a verv serious one. I have 
here a report of the ·doings of th,;t conven
tion and the resolutions which wore agreed 
to. First of all it sa.ys-

" For the purpose of achieving the 
objective. constitutional methods and 
industrial and parliamentary action shall 
be employed." 

Mr. CoLLINS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. YOWLES : That word " consti-
tutional " was put into the recolution at the 
instance of the Premier; but it since has been 
taken out by a convention which sat in New 
South Wales. 

The THEASrRER : That has no jurisdiction 
in QLwensland. (Opposition laughter.) 

::\Ir. VO\YLES: The hon. gentleman played 
a very bold game, because he thought that 
the people of Au .tralia, would be too wise to 
fall in with tho'e extreme views and be 
a party to resolutions and principlPs such 
as those. For the time being it looked as 
though he had backed a winner; but to the 
horror n nd disgust of the hon. gentleman 
and rnany of his following, he is now placed 
in the· pc ·ition that. since those resolutions 
have been reaffirmed. he and hi, following 
have to sub,;cribo to the platform which con
tains tho,,p principles. OI' they will not receive 
the endon<cment of thP Labour organisations. 
\Ye are told-

" All parliamentary representatives. 
and all trade union official&. aro required 
to function as active propagandists of 
the objective and methods of the move
tncnt." 

wonlrl lik<> to know whore the Government 
corno in. Since these resolutions ha vc been 
reaffirmc~d. are they occupying the Treasury 
benches honestlv. or arc thev once more 
occupying them. by false prete.nccs to those 
people who were a party to those resolutions 
and to the individuals thc.Y represent? 

OPPOSITION MEo!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. VOWLES: Those are some of the 
matters which. in the first place. I want to 
bring before this Chamber. There are many 
matf<>rs which require consideration before 
money is handed out broaclca>t to a Govern
ment whose aim is to got control of that 
money and then get into a hollow log. Things 
have happened here recently. Thev hap
pened during the last session of Parliament 
too. The Government did not know where 
they stood from day to day. Their members 
are becoming disgruntled; at times there is 
almost open revolution. \V c have seen open 
revolution hero. We have heard them speak 
against the actions of the Government, no 
doubt for their own personal purposes. for 
the purpose of having it printE•d in " Han
sard." so that thev can quote it at election 
time. When that· crack in the party came 
a long they had an opportunity of doing 
something effective, but then the part:;· whip 
cracked, and once more they were brought 
into line. They were afraid to go to the 
full extent and assert ~heir manliness, and 
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thev had to do what thev wero told. Even 
no,V the time is arriYing "'hen thPre arc hon. 
g·entlcmen sitting- behind the Treasurer \Yho 
are not prepared to n,llow things to go on as 
they haye been going on rerentl0 and allow 
imporbmt legislation to be carried in the wav 
it is being carried-not bv the House. but 
day after day by the officct:s of the House by 
means of their casting votes. 

When dealing with money there arc many 
wa vs in which retrenchment or curtailment 
might be indulged in bv the Govc·rnrnent. 
They have always stPercd wide of the word 
" retrenchment " in the past. and the;.· have 
called it " d<>flation." but now thev call it 
b~v its proper name of "rctrPnChm0nt." 
The GovBrnment admit that it is nece-,arv 
to reduce Pither the number of thPir en~
ployees or the wages and remuneration they 
pay to those employees. 

The TRK\Sl'RER: What do you think about 
it? 

JYir. VOWLES: I will tell the ho:L gentle
man what I think about it. 

Mr. STOPFOHD: You thought there wore 
too rr1any men in the raihvays a few years 
ago. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I think so still. n.nd I 
will give fir;ur,,s to prove it. There has 
been a stuffing of the Government ,.,rvice 
in the past, and that is what has brought 
about the serious financial position that we 
find the Government in at the present time. 

Mr. PaLLOCK: 'Nhat is your remedy? 

Mt·. VOV.'LES: My remedv is to carrv on 
the afFairs of the Government on business 
line.s, the same as you would any ordinary 
bustne". The Government are for the time 
being the trustees of certain public monevs 
and it is their duty to carrv on the busines~ 
of the country in an honest, 'businesslike way, 
and try and show a profit if they can. The 
Government depn,rhnPnts were never in
tended to be a dumping ground for nolitical 
friends of the pa rt.• in po" er. 

The Tm~AST:RER : They were in your time. 

Mr. VOWLES: In 1901 there were 11,900 
employees in the public service, whn were 
paid £1.643,000. 

Mr. COLLINS: All underpa.id. 

Mr. VO\V~ES: In 1922 there are 35,000. 
who arc paHl £6.950.000. In South Aus
tralia in 1901 tlwro wore 10,366 Government 
employees; in 1922 there are 14.200, sho·ging 
an increase of_ 23.000 in nu1nber in Queens
land, whcrNs m South Australia it was onlv 
necessary to raise their previous numbe'r 
by 4,000. 

Mr. CaLLINS: An tmprogres3ive State. 

Mr. VO\YLES: No. The government is 
carried on in South Australia in a business
like way. and not for the pnrposcs of party o: giving friends, and in many cases rela
twns, good, sw ?et jobs. Since 1901 the 
population in Queensland has increased by 
approximately 50 per cent.. whereas the 
number of Government employees hos in
creased by 200 per cent. Of cours12, that 
includes the State stations. In South Aus
tralia dnring- the same period the number 
of Government cmployeec· increased by only 
36 per cont. 

The TnEASl:HER: Quote the Commonwealth 
figures. 

Mr. VOWLES : Last year the salaries and 
wages paid to Government employees in 

Queensland were only £250.000 less than the 
total revenue received by the Denham Go
vernment during the last year they were in 
office. 

The 'l'nEASURER: How much would you 
reduce it by? 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman i< 
doing the reducing, and he reduced them 5 
per cent. after stating that he would never 
reduce the wurkers' wages. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You are only annoyed 
because they were not reduced more. 

Mr. VOWLES: Kat oniy is it a CJUestion 
of stuffing the public ser.vice with unn~ces
sary men, but it is a questwn of demorabsmg 
the men who are put there. I always con· 
tend that if vou put on three men to do 
two men'~ wofk you are doing a.n injustice 
to three men, ~nd you are wasting capital 
which can never be regamed. 

The TREAS'CHER : Do you say the figures 
show it'? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether 
the figures show it. The GoYernment have 
been retrenchin<r men irresnecttve of what 

' their" responsibilities are, ir~~-
[7.30 p.m.] spcetivc of anything except the;r 

political creed. In 1915 the Rail
way Department emploved 12,500 permanent 
and temporary employees, and the train miles 
run totalled 11.350.000. Last year the staff 
had grown to 16,700 in number, while the 
train mileage had decreased to 10,450,000. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: Quote the 
corresponding period under the Tory 
Government. 

Mr. VOWLES: Here is the position we 
find on the,.e figures: It took 3.800 _more men 
to run the trains about 900,000 miles less. 

The THEASDRER : What would you do? 

Mr. VOWLES : I would have sufficient 
men to run the trains, and I would not 
stuff it with my political friends. 

The TREAS1'REH: \Vould you cut out 3,000 
men in the Railway Department? 

Mr. VOWLES: I would not put 3,o'oo 
unnecesearY men into the departm_ent, an~ I 
would not' have been charged wtth havmg 
done it for mv o>Yn personal purposes at the 
expense of somebody else's pocket, because 
every penny paid to these men m salary 
ho , to be found bv somebody else. If tt 
was ncccssrtr\ to giv'e these mf n ernployment. 
the amount "of money pai.d to them could 
have been used in employmg me1; on work 
which wonld have hcen reproductive, or. at 
an,- rate, be of a pNmanent. nature. On the 
quc,:tion of wasted man</. m iho past-we 
are dealing with cash to-mght--

The TREAST:HEH: \\Te ctre llat dealing with 
cash yet. 

Mr. VOIYLES: We shall bo at a later 
stage, if the hon. gentleman will allow us 
to get that far. 

1\Ir. STOPFORD: You admit wE: still control 
the House? 

Mr. VOWLES: You do not control it; 
the Speaker controls it. _IVhilc. \Ye may be 
charged with delaying tht.s moh?n t?-mght,. 
"·ith hitting at the pubhc serv1co m that 
thev will be denied their ordinary payment~. 
let" me tell the hon. gentleman that thetr 
payments are not due until next week, . so· 
that no remarks coming from the Opposttton 

Mr. V owles.j 
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to-night will do an;- injustice to them. They 
rnu,;t be paid whatever happem. The 
Government know that, and it is not the 
vaymcnt of the public service that they are 
worrymg about; it is about getting credit 
for another six month3; and, having got 
that money, they will be quite satisfied to 
retire into rcce'··;, and go to sleep again until 
".uch time as it suits them to hold an 
election. 

The TREAScRER: \Ve will put our sessional 
programme through; don't forget that. 

GovER!OIE='IT 1\iE~IBEllS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. VOWLES : I venture to say that thev 
will not put their sessional programme 
through. \Ve have always found that when 
th~ Pr"mier tells you he is going to do any
thmg, 1t ts w1se to go and bet on the other 
thmg, because he is not going to do it. (Laugh
ter.) In the first place, there are huge sums 
of money required from year to year for the 
purpose of paying interest on our public 
debt. I haYe asked quc,tions designedly in 
tlus House m order to find out how much 
waste capital there is tied up, fh-,t of all in 
a CC;thtln "\vork that was done in the 'J.loo
woomba railway yards prior to la,,t election. 
I understand lhat something like £37,000 was 
spent thoro in order to put sufficient work
l:lCn mto the district to get the hon. member 
for Toowoomba back into this House. That 
:cas three years ago, and there has been no 
mterest eamed on the £37,000 in addition 
to depreci::-.,tion a11d los~ or{ thP v;ork, 
becau ·e it is beir;g ~·. ashed away and 
darnaged through \YU11t of at1rntion. r~[hat 
~s charged np agaln-.,t, goll('ral revenue on 
llltcrest account. Look at the :VIundubbcra 
line! Look at the carth·,orks on the l'rostolJ 
line! How long have tho'e works been 
colnplt~t·· d, an(1 \\hat was the cost? 

l'lir. Sl'OPFOED : ·who started them? 

Mr. YOWLES: I know who finished them 
1tnd I know ho took the ra.ils from th~ 
district nnd put ihcm ehewhPn, Look at 
the work that was done on the Tara exten
sion towards Surat. Look at the work done 
on the Mount Edwards-Munbill11 line! All 
the c~1pital lvi:>g dead-lying dead for the 
last :·Jx vean;_ 1n mc1nv cases and then thev 
\~'ondcr ~vh,r: it is nece~sar/ t~ lev! the taxci~
tton thev find necc~sar'7 to-dav--,vhv thev 
hf1 ve such a large interest bill j I urge oit 
the Gm-ernment that thev have a dutv to 
perform. and. if the;- will" insist on spending 
ca.p1tnl. thoy must bring the work to a pav
ing point] where they ·will get some retu;n 
from it. If it is onl;~' ~ per cent. interest, 
and the ratlwav or whatever the work ma'' 
be, is ptying tl); eo· t of keeping it in rcpai;, 
at any rate you have the finished article 
there as an a~''f't. and ~~ou have some return 
when~ 1ve arc lo~~ing l;oth ,,·ays to-day. ' 

The SEC1mT.IRY FOR RHLWAYS: Two of the 
linE·~ you rnention arc under construction 
now. 

Mr. VOWLl~S: Since when? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: For some 
months. 

Mr. VO\VLES: A lot flf thing-s have hap
pened in the last couple of ,;,onths. Thre 
Government have been under reconstruction 
during the b'-t couple of months too 
(Laug-h,ter.) They are prepared to ' do ~ 
httle b1t of railw1~v work hNe and a lit1\e bit 

·of work t-here: in fact, they are tumbling 
over themselves to do work. But there are 
some department' not w active as others, 

[.ilfr. Vowles, 

and ono of the departnwnts vou cannot get 
to do any work is the Elector"al Department. 
more particularly if you want to take name~ 
off the roll. _(Government laughter.) I ven
ture to say thJs--and I challenge the Premier 
on it-that instructions have gone forth to 
the Electoral Department that the Chief 
Electoral Registrar is not to exercise the 
powers which arc given to him under the 
Elections Act: he is being deprived of his 
rtg·ht under that Act to clean up the rolls. 
·when you find a Government in their last 
dying day; carrying- on as this Government 
are doing-using their departments to try 
and get back by false representations, or by 
false retums-thcn I sav it is our duh in 
this House to speak publicly on it, and let 
the people know what they arc np against. 
Another way in which money is being waste.d 
is in connection with G0Yernment doles 
which are being giYen out to men in rnanv 
mses who will not work. It is not the func
tion of tho GoYernment to keep meu ho 
refuse to Vi'Ol'k. The Governml:nt arc up 
against a hard propo-ition when that man 
happens to be a married man with re,ponsi
Lilitics; but where you find, as you do find 
-I have seen thcn:-single rr1cn vrho have 
been offered \\-ork and lvho haY(' refttsed to 
accept it, then the time has arrived when 
you should put a stop to the rations, 

Mr. CoLL1KS: \Yhat about Tory ·Great 
Britain. where they have 1,500,000 unem
ployed? 

:Ylr. VOWLES : There are many other ways 
in \Yhich money is being squandered, and one 
way is in the direction of the State enter
prises. I have not the time at my disposal 

'to-uight to go fully into that matter, but the 
Gover111ncnt, through the Trcasurer, have told 
the people that they realise that the State 
oderpriscc; have been a failure. The hon. 
gentleman stated that publiclv, and I a,sk why, 
in the face of that sta tcmont, the Govern
ment are carrying on those enterprises, and 
why thew arc perpetuating the mistakes of 
the past 'I Just look at the amount of money 
that has been sunk in our State stations 
e1lonc! It is recognised on all sides that 
you will be on the right side in saying that 
you could safely write off half a million of 
rnoncy as far as that one enterprise is C'::'lll· 

corned. Look at our 6sh shops ! Lo0k at onr 
Warra Coal Mine! That cost about £47.000, 
and the assets realised about £5.000. Even 
if you put it at £7,000, there is a locs of 
about £40,000. 

Tho SECReTARY FOR MINES: That is not true. 

Mr. VOWLES: We have asked the hon. 
gentleman, or at least his predoce,,or, about 
portions of that plant. but we have never 
got the truth. We know the plant was ta k''n 
away, and we know where it was being used. 
\V c kno'v certain negotiations went on between 
the Government and a company in r02pect 
of portions of that plant. Someone had an 
inspection made of portion of that plant, but 
was unable to find what the bu-iness side of 
it was, an<l what money was being paid for it. 

The SECRE~ARY FOR MIKES: The whole of 
the plant is being used at Styx River. Lind
say did not get one penny. 

:!'.1r. VOWLES : Lindsay got a big sum in 
mY own electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI='IES: J\'o. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is in my own electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: :"!at one scrap of 
it. They did not stand up to the agreement. 
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:\lr, VO\VLES: You say they did not stand 
up to the agreement, but they had the plant, 
though. 

_ Tlw SECRETARY. FOR MINES: They did not. 
You a'k a questJOn about 1t to-morrow. 

Mr. VOvYLES: The hon. member for 
Anbigny asked a que,tion before and the 
infon-nation \vas refused. ' 

The SECRETAUY FOR MINES: He did not ask 
rnc. 

;yJr. VOWLES : There is ftnothor way in 
winch I cay that rnoncv could be sayod, and 
that is in connection ~.·ith the fetish of the 
·Government that thev must have their work 
done by day labour. 'Look at the huge sums 
of mom'y that the \Vorks Department has 
from tin:c _to ti1ne been spending on Govern~ 
me;1t bmldmg-s. Look at the amount of money 
wluch \\"0 shall be asked to pass in varjous 
departments during the next few davs. 'When 

c glt to the E~tiu1ates of the DCpartment 
of Pnblic Imtruction I shall be able to 'how 
correspondence from rn~;r O\Yn electorate. I 
have one ca;e to-day where the parents actu
ally eroded the school themselves at a cost 
of £100 and a ~eacher \Vas given thmn; but 
now the tcaclwr 1s taken a"\Va\ and the Govern~ 
ment are taking avv uy the S~Jhool which ·has 
erocte~ by the~o peo'ple and having it put 
BOillCWllPn~ e]sc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
How many children are there in the school 
now? 

Mr. YOWLES: l':'ino. I will give the hon. 
gentleman the papers to-morrow-I have them 
in my room now. These people erecte-d the 
school at th1.ir own cost but the Government 
arc taking it SOincwhPr~ else. and I venturo 
h say that by the time it is removed and 
re-erected unde1· the day-labour sy.otem in 
vogue to-day on the site on which it is to be 
put. it is gnin,; to cost the £100 which it 
originally took to build it. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor): There is one wav 
of settling the present trouble which the 
Government arc in, if thev were onlv coura
g·eous enough to take thc:.t 'i-nethod-th"at is, at 
the earlieot possible moment to go to the 
<'lectors and se? what the:;. have to say about 
the cond1bon of affairs which exists at the 
present time. I contend that no self-respecting 
Gcnrernment \Yonld continue in office undPr 
the conditions which prcynil at present in 
this Parlia mcnt, vV e find that we are having 
brought forward legislation which is detri
mental to the bcst interests of the majority 
of the people nf Quccmland. 

Mr. COLLINS: E6peciallv the Tramway 
Bill. That is the nigger in t'he wood pile with 
you. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I intended to refer to the 
Tramwa:c Bill, but. as the hon. mcmbc•r for 
Bowen has interj0ctcd, I would like to say 
a few _,,,r.Js on it now. If ever there ha' 
been anvthing in Queen :land which has been 
!cmngled and mismanaged hy a Government, 
It has been the affairs of the Brisbane Tram
ways Company. For nrnly two years the 
thing has been hung up. Throughout tho 
whole of the metropolitan area people have 
been war~ting extensions Df the existing systern, 
but nothmg has been ·done. When the Govern
ment first brought in their Bill. in which they 
stated their intention of acquirino- the trams 
I believe tllC'y intendr,d to acqnin:' them; but; 
when they comme.nced to go into the matter, 

·they found that It was a proposition which 
was absolutel:I beyond them. They could not 

manage the trams or do anything at all; 
and. aftpr a long period of waiting, and alter 
having various reports prepared by independ
ent men in connection with the matter, they 
thought " It is no good to us. \Ve have made 
such a hol:, mess of all the onterprisc-s we 
have taken on th<tt wo will now trv if we 
cannot shoulder the trams on to the local 
authorities, and perhaps get out of it in 
that way." 

'rhe SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber is now anticipating discussion which will 
t'lke place on a Bill w hi eh is not yet before 
the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I probably would not have 
got on to that matter just now, but one of 
the Government memb<irs asked for it, and 
h·,, has got it. If over there was a Govern
ment celebrated for its broken pledges and 
promises, that Government is sitting on the 
'l'reasurv bencho' to-da v. 

The TREASUHEH: You,have not challenged 
us thir:; scs..sion. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Before and since the last 
election, the Gm·ernment continually told 
us there would bo no retrenchment. Thc 
Premier introduced "·hat he called " dcfla,. 
tion." which, as I said before, meant letting 
the wind out of something. It was a vor:: 
nice thing to tdl those men who have boon 
deflated that the Government were '·imply 
letting the wind out of ,ttem >vhcn . the,y 
were being deprived of th01r means of hveh
hood, In 1902-3 the then Government were 
found fault with for the retrenchment pe>licy 
which thev introduced-a retrenchment 
policv which was jue-tifiod by the cireum· 
stanc.~8 which then existed. Queensland was 
then passing through an extraordinary de
pression-industries thronghout the State 
wore suffering on account of the droug-ht
and the Government found it necessary to 
retrench the salaries of public servants. But 
what a difference there was in comparison 
with the position to-dav. The present Govern
ment cannot complain of a falling revenue. 
They ha vc hEvl bounding revenues ever since 
t hev came into possession of the Treasury 
ben~ches. If evel' there wa.s a GovernmPnt 
which had an opportunity of makin·~ good 
and of redeeming their promises, it is the 
present Government. They had every oppo~
tuni t•: to make good and redeem then 
promises to the people; but we find that 
those promises, instead of being redeom0d. 
hitve be~n broken in eYery direction. The 
expenditure has bounded np, and gone in 
directions where the Government had no 
businocs to spend it. Various State enter· 
1wises were onter0d upon by the Govern
ment for which thoro was no justification 
whatever, vVlwt ha.s been the result' \Ve 
have not merelv ]e>st tens of thousands of 
pounds, but hunclr0ds of thonsands. The 
hxpayers of Queensla!'d have ):md to make 
up the immense defici8lH'? "·h1ch has been 
created by the inefficient management of the 
finances of the State by the Government, 
and no ono knm.-s it better than the Trea
surer. The Government have exploited the 
people in every possible direction to g0t the 
last farthing out of their pockets, until they 
find thev have drainerl the sources of taxa
tion absolutely dry.· They now propose to 
come down on those who are least able to 
bear it-the men whom they are supposed 
to champion and stand np for. We find they 
are coming on these individuals at the pre· 
sent time, and are going to retrench them. 
That is the position which they hwe created 

Mr. Tayl.or.] 
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themselves. It has not been created by 
members on this side of the House but bv 
the Government, through the meth~ds the;_, 
have adopted in carrying on the affain o'f 
c;Juccnsland. Take, for instance, the mining 
mdustry. I am very pie 1sed to see the 
Secretary for Mines over there. 

The SECRETARY FOR ?11IXES : You are not 
more pleased than I am. (Laughter.) 

Mr. TA YLOR: He has been the most 
expensive Secretary for :Mines that Queens
land has ever had. If he is going to remain 
there mnch longer, I do not know about 
ruination, but there will be a few more 
thousand pounds lost while he occupies that 
ol!ice. The Government were not satisfied 
with losing tens and hundreds of thou·ands 
of pounds in North Queensland, but they 
must go a.nd spend another £40,000 in a 
furth!'r doubtful proposition, knowing a.' 
thcv do the condition of the metal industrv 
throughout the world to-day. Any man who 
know" anything about the position of the 
metal industrv must know that. so fu as the 
copper indust'i-y is concerned, it will be many 
years before that industry "ill re-establish 
itself. \Vc all know what' happ0ned a short 
time ag·o at the vVashington Conference, when 
they dccidccl to stop the buildin[( of war
ships. \Ve know that a larve amount of 
copper was used in the construction of bn We
ships in the past. and the \Vashingt0n Con
fl'rencc clecided to stop it, and that meant 
that there wonlcl be a lc>sser consumption of 
copper. \Vo also know that the use' of 
copper is being curtailecl in the manufacture 
of many articles to-day, and that other metals 
are taking jts place. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'v1INES : Tell us where 
the Govcrn1nent are engaged in copper 
mining at tbo present time. 

Mr. TA YLOR : I am pleased if the Govern
ment have shut down on copper mining. and 
I hope it will be a long time before they 
take it up again, been use of all the proposi
tions in which the money of the people should 
be inwstcd I sa.y that mining should be the 
last. It is a gamble from start to fini·h. 
!Iowcn~r. as thjs i~ a f{atnbling Government, 
it does not matter. (Opposition I '.ughter.) 
J\Iining is otw of the greatest gambl0s that 
can be taken up by any person or Govern
nwnt. :;'et the Government go right on and 
continue to spend hundreds of thousands of 
p0nnds and continue to lose more n1oney. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is not as big a gamble as 
those labels. 

~1r. TA YLOR: I would not like to put a 
label on tho hon. member. (Laughter.) \Ve 
on this side have been accu<cd at various 
time<;'. of being a " low-wage" party, but on 
the oth0r side \VC havo the "no-wage at all" 
Government. It is not a matter of low wage 
but of no wage with them. There are thou
sands of people in Queensland to-da~· who 
are suffering on account of the policy of the 
present Government. 

Mr. COLLINS: \Vhere are they? 

ThTr. TA YLOR: The leader of the Opposi
tion referred to tho doles. 

JVIr. STOPFORD: Are you against them? 

Mr. TA YLOR: If there was ever an 
expenditure of money that was not j nstified, 
it has been the. dole money which this Go
vernment have expPnded. \Ve Quite realise 
that the widows and orphans have (o be 
provided for, a.nd I <ay that they have been 

[j'tir. Taylm'. 

provided for in the past equally as well as 
the present Government are providing for 
them. The Government are simply en ating 
out of Queensland ono huge philanthropic 
institution. That is all that is being done. 
People come along and ask for pensions, and 
they got doles that the:: do not deserve. The 
Government W81Y" satisfied, so long as the 
taxpayers were finding the monev. to dolo 
out this monf'y in e'Ter,v po'!s1blo direction, 
and in quarters when' it should not be given. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: ~o one would ever accuse· 
yon of giving doles. 

Mr. KERn: \Ve give work instead. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Another matter I would' 
like to refer to is in connrction with B1ectric 
lighting. A number of districts in Queens· 
land ho_ve been v.crv anxjous for a consider
ahlo time to ha,-e the advantage of electric 
lighting extended to their areas. The~' made 
r.,pplications to the Government for Orders in 
Council so that the City Electric Light 
Company could carry out the work. but ~he 
Goyernment will not grant thorn. They thmk 
it is far hPttcr for men to walk about the 
st]"{eets doing nothing and tho Government 
doling out money to them. If thc City 
EJ, ct'·ic Light Comnanv were allowed. they 
would go on with this work in the metropo. 
litan a-ren, but the GovPrnment wi11 not 
grant them the n<'CP"ary Orclcrs in Conncil. 
Th, y call thot carrying out the affairs of 
the country in the best interests of the people 
nnd for tl;G good of tlw people. For ;·ears 
past the people in several parts of the metro
politan area have hel'n tr,,ing to get the 
cl dric light installed. In somG of the 
suburbs the people have got neither gas nor 
electric light, and. on account of the stub· 
bornness of the Government. tlw Citv Electric 
Light Compan,· are not allowed to ·install it. 
Th-e Government arc not in a nosition to do 
it themsdvcs became thev have not. got the 
monPv. and, bPC'ansc tliPy cannot rPnder 
ns-.:l~t~1nco themsch·Ps, theY are rlf>tf'rmined 
that no onP else shall ca;·rv out the work. 
and that e\·er:vthiPg sha 1l ;,e'11 ain stagnant 
so far as incrcasf'd e1Pct6c 1ig·ht1ng is con
corned. The:· prefer to pav ant doles, just; as 
thev haYP. been naying them ont for so1nP tJmP 
n ,;.. That is ~,.,,~ matter that hrs militated 
very much against thP pro!:(rP s of the State. 
I niav s:tv here that the Stotc of Qneensland 
FPlst ~ frO· a hen cl noh-rithstrrn<ling- what Go
vrrnmrnt js in po-..Yer. ~o matter 'vhat 
GnYcrn'ncnt we havP the> State will not go 
brk. and it will not st·,nn stilL \Ye may 
have some diflicultv in financing the State. 
but th• ass<>ts arc. there a 11 the tirnc. a nrl 
thf• Rtqte 111nst f!O nh0nd. Thf' 1e~1~lat.lon 
which has bc>cn introdnced hv th0 Go,·crn
ment dur1ng- rf'eent ~·ears hr~~ tendE:'d to 
clr-·trov the credit of the StatP in " w1y 
"·hi eh· clnes not rdl< d credit on t!w Gm·ern
mcnt. rntil that credit is rc,tm'cd we shall 
rot hn.Ye thr> nr0grC'R~ whir.h WP f!P-ir'·. .Tn.::.t 
l·te]y the Go-vNnmnnt introd•.1cc•l a Rill in 
nnic;· to ,timulate wll'lt thev arc plca,ed tn 
('}lll p1·im<1ry production. ~ 

GoVRR'-:1IENT Y[DID£RS: HPar, hear ! 

::\11'. TA YLOR: All I have to snv is that 
the nrimarv nroduccre, if I unclnrsi·and thP 
position at' all. have vot to "ork out their
nwn calvation free and independent of any 
Government. 

0PPOSITIOX ME}IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: In my judgment, the 
greatest muddlers in affairs of this kind are 
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Governments and Parliaments. I believe the 
primary producers, if they had obtained 
assistance from the Governrncnt in connec~ 
tion with thetr existing organisations to 
enable ihem to c.ury out and expand the 
activities which they are at present con
trolling, y•ould hftve been able to do every
thing w.hich the Government have sought to 
bring about in the Bill which we have been 
discussing recently, and the primary pro
ducers would have done it in a far better 
way themselves. 

The railways have been referred to in 
the debate to-night. and I think it is only 
right that the:.· should be introduced here. 
W.hen we got the figures in a short time 
we shall find that during the period the 
present Government have controlled the 
oJia,irs of this State the railway deficit has 
beer. somewhere about £8.000,000. The 
Premier has asked us what we suggest. It 
is not much use suggc-ting anything, because 
the Government do not accept our sug
gestions when thev are given. The Govern
ment, however, 'have realised that the 
railways were overstaffed to the ext<>nt of 
2.000 men, and they had to be got rid of. 
The Gm·ernmcnt were responsible for tha,t. 
That represents a,bout £500,000 a year. That 
is what the Government did. The Premier 
asked us what we would suggest. I suggest 
that t.he railways be freed from political 
control, so that they can be carried on 
in a sane, sensible, and businesslike manner. 
That £8,000,000 has to be made up by the 
taxpa,yers, and they will remember it against 
this Government. It is time we had a change 
of Government. It is time the Government 
got ont of office. Let the Government go to 
the people, and let them take their record 
with them, and show the splendid results that 
they have c~chievod during the seven yea,rs 
•nd three months thqt they occupie.d the 
Treasury benches. The Treasurer at one 
time said that finance wa,s the basis of good 
government. He wrote that in his pam
nhlet in 1915. I am sure that many a time 
since then he wished he had never written 

that. Dut ,·.·e hctve a copy of 
[8 p.m.] it. and we are going to perpetu-

ate it. \Ve are going to keep 
that pamphlet well before the people of 
Queenshnd. so that they mav know wha,t 
the Prcrnicr and his a\,sociates at that par~ 
ticular time had to sa;· with r0<5ard to t.he 
fir.ancos of Queensland. and the wcty they 
should be managed. Immediately they got 
into power, they did exactly the opposite 
of what they ha,d sta,ted in the pamphlet 
ought to be done. In every possible way they 
acted quite contrary to their precepts, in 
order to prove how silly and foolish t.hey 
had been when they wrot8 that pamphlet in 
1915. 

I am opposed to your leaving the chair, 
Mr. Speaker, becn.nso I think that tho Go
vernment have had a vcrv fair trial in this 
Sta,te. They have had 'even· opportunity 
to make good. They have failed; and the 
sooner the Premier realises that he has lost 
the conf1dcnc.• not only of this Parlia,ment. 
but also of the people of Queensland, and 
gives the peonle of Queensland an oppor
tunity of saying who shall c~rry on the 
affairs of the Sta,te. the better will it be for 
the State. 

0PPOS1TIO" :'\TnmERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chilla(lor), who was received with Govern
ment cheers, >aid: The hon. member who 

has just sat down concluded his speech by 
intimating that the Government have lost 
the confidence of the House and of the 
country, and that, as a means of asserting 
that proposition, he wa,s opposed to your 
leavinu t.he chair. Therefore, I take it that 
the h~n. member wants this to be a test 
question so far as the Assembly is concerned. 
(Opposition interjections.) I am putting it 
to the hon. member whether he wants this 
t.o be a test auestion. The leader of the 
Opposition and~ the leader of the Nationalist 
partv have both spoken, evidently with a, 
,·ie,v to hsting the 'lucstion whether the 
Gm·crnment possess the confidence of this 
I-Iouse. 

:\lr. SrzER: Of the country. 
The TREASURER: If that is the desire, 

lC't me ask why it is that they do not test 
th<c conf1dence of the House in the Govern
ment. Why is it that thev do not challenge 
the GovernmPnt? They are saying ~tll the 
time that the Government have lost the 
confidence of the House. 

Mr. VowLES: I will give you notice to
morrow. 

The TREASURER: Of a want of confi
dence motion? 

Mr. VowLES: Yes. 
The TREASURER: Does the hon. mem

ber intend to sav that he will give notice 
of a want of confidence motion to-morrow? 

Mr. VoWLES: If you ask for it, yes. 

The TREASURER : Tha,t is what I want 
to get. 

An OPPOSI'rJON MEMBER: Well, you have 
got it. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER: Rumours have been 
going about that the hon. member intended 
to do that, but he has kept it a very close 
secret, and now I have extracted it from 
him. 

l\£r. VowLES: You asked for it this after
noon. 

The TREASURER: I did. 
Mr. VowLES: And I asked you whether 

you did not think you deserved it. 

The TREAS'GRER: And what did I tell 
thn hon. nwmber? (Government laughter.) 
1 told him that we woulcl meet his challenge 
rct any tim<·, quite confident that we could 
dd€at it. \Yhat the hon. member has 
just forecast is another evidence of the desire 
of the Opposition to block business, and the 
debate on this motion beforc the C.hamber 
is still further evidence of that desire. 
What does the hon. member accomplish by 
a long debate on the motion that the Speaker 
do now leave the chair? No bnsines, what
ever. Neither he nor his followers sa,y any
thing that could not be said immediately 
after the Financial Statement has been de
livered. ~\ll thev do is to try to postpone 
and obstruct buslnes·.-(Opposition dissent)
prevont the Financial Statement from being 
delivered. and hinder the circulation of the 
Estimates. 

Mr. FLETCHER: You won't give us 
chance. 

The TREASURER: If the procedure pro
vided for on the agenda paper to-day had 
been carried out, the Estimates would have 
been in the hands of hon. members, the 
Financia,l StatE'ment would have been read, 
and we could have proceeded with business. 
But hon. members opposite adopt these tactics 

lion. E. G. Theodore.] 
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to prevent the Government from g·oing on 
with the sessional programme. The hon. 
m<>mber spoke just now about what he called 
the desire of the Government to get the 
Estimates through and then scuttle into recess. 
I want to assure him that the Government 
aro not only going to put through the Esti
mate, and thE' S'upply which is necessary to 
carry on for a reasonable ti1ne, but they are 
also going on with the sessional programme. 
(Government cheers.) 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: The Speaker has 
got a good joh. 

The TREASURER: And so far as I 
know--

Mr. VowLES: You don't know about what 
is going on. 

The TREASURER: Has the hon. member 
got some scheme going on of which the House 
is not aware'! (Interruption.) I know that 
the Opposition are not assisting in any sense 
towards the prosecution of pu.blic business. 
They are using all the means at their dis
posd to block public business; they ar'l 
resorting to every device they can conceive 
of to prevent tho Governmout from carrying 
a rea:-:;ouuble progran:1n1o in the intere ,ts of 
the poop],,_ They arc, as I said lust week, 
showing no sen ·e of chivalr __ .. nor do they 
display a>1y desire or ability to carry out thCJ 
rules of the game. Since the House adjourned 
last week, I have rem~ived an urg' nt tele
gram from the Prime Minister of the Com
monwealth aoking me to provide that the 
GoYcrnment shall be rcpre ·.entcd at a con
fenmce to be called in Melbourne at 2.30 
o'clock next Monday afternoon to consider 
the question of a fruit pool and better means 
for marketing tho fruit produced in Aus
tralia. The Prime :Minister stressed the 
importance and the urgency of this question, 
and asked the Queensland Government to 
participate in the conference by allowing the 
Secretary for Agriculture to be thoro, accom
panied by the proper officers aud others 
interested. I read that teJc.gram to the 
leader of the Opposition over the telephone, 
and nsked him if he would arrange a " pair " 
for the Minister, or, if poso;ible, arrange that 
some member on the other side who repre
sents a fruit district might accompany him, 
and I received this letter in reply-

" Sir,-In reply to your telephone com
munication of yesterday, when you in
formed me that tho Prime Minister had 
fixed 14th instant for a conference at 
which the Secretary for <\griculture and 
Stock was invited to be present, and 
a::;ked me to a.rrange for a ' pair ' for 
him during his absence from the House, 
I regret to have to inform you that I 
cannot accede to your request. 'l'he mem
bers of the party have decided that 
· pairs ' are not to be granted under any 
consideration." 

0PrOSITIOK }1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. VowLES: Quite right. 

The TRD:~\ SURER : That is the kind of 
attitude one would expect from a party who 
are oppose·d, not only to the Government, 
but al~o to the best interc.sts of the State 
itself. (Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. VowLES: Send your Under Secretary. 

The TREASURER: Some little time ago 
the hon. member gibed at me as the leader 
of the Labour party for b0ing under some 
kind of domination, some kind of tyranny, 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

and at the members of this party for being 
subject to some kind of cast-iron discipline 
or coercion. 

OPPOSITION JYIEMBERS: <So you arc. 

The TREASURER: He suggest0d that 
that di,cipline prevented us from being free 
ag·ents. LPt me inform the House that a few 
minutes a~·o one of the members opposite. 
desiring to leave the Jiouse for an hour, carne 
and asked for a " pair " from this side and 
it was readily given, but he sub•,equently 
came back and said that he was not per
mitted to go. (Government laughter.) That 
is the kind of tvranm· and restriction on 
individual liberty "to which members opposite 
""re subject. (Government laughter and 
interruption.) 

'The leader of the Opposition referred to 
his old parrot cry of alleged inefficiency in 
the Railwav Denartmont. and he indicated 
that his poiicy >~oukl be to get rid of what 
he considered to be 2,000 or 3,000 excess men 
in the personnel. 

:Mr. VowLES interjected. 

The TREASURER: Now the hon. member 
is trying to sidestep. He quoted figure> 
which led him to u e tlw argument that th<' 
raihvavs wel'O oycrstaJfed. He said that 
then:> 'were three n1rr1 in the Go-vernment 
service doing two rncn' s \VOrk. 

;\Ir. \' OWLES: I did net. 

'Tho THEA::l'CHER: The hon. member will 
not .. t,ctlld up to it. 

;:\h. Vowu:s: Those figures are up to 1921 
Remember that ! 

1\lr. II.\R'l'LEY: Don't screw out of it. 

The TRE.'ct'URER: The hon. member 
quoted figures regarding the number of 11_1en 
employed in the Hailway Department dunng 
a t.Pn-yc.tr period, showing a present-day 
increa·-e of nearly 4,000-which, he went o" 
to infer, was an excess number of men in the 
Railway Department. If that ",•Ls not the 
argument, there was nothing in it. The hon< 
1ncn1ber appurentl.v wa" arguing that. there 
was an cxc ss of 2.000 to 3.000 men m the 
Railway Department as the result of political 
appointments made by this party. 

Mr. VOWLI•:3: I said there were. I do not 
:<ay there arc now, because vou have deflated 
them. (Government laughter.) 

The TREASL:HEH.: Let me ask the hon. 
member if that is so, what is tho point of 
bringing it up now? I am not going to 
allow the hon. member to run away from 
hls argunu~nt:; or ftatmnents. He used the 
arcrument that there was an exce::·3, and thar 
th~ Government ~yore responsible for ineffi
ciency in the Railway Department. Let me 
quo to from last year's report of the Commis
sioner for Railways, where he deals with thio 
argument, bccaw e of the fact that the a_s~er
tion was rnacle 1-cpeatedly on the Oppos1twn 
side la't vear and the year before. On page 
12 of his fast annual report t.he Commissioner 
s::tys-

" As is well known, the financial posi
tion of the railways is governed by the 
amount of net revenue which can hE' 
earned towards defraying the annual 
charge for intere, .. t on capital. Net 
reYenw\ in turn, is affected by the 
amount of revenue earned and the cost 
of earning it. In a land of distances, as 
Queensland is, with no inland waterways. 
charges must be kept as low as possible 
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·in order to assist development. Rat•·s 
and fares have certain1v bccn inrrcnsed 
during the past fow yca;·s. but not to the 
extent th<•t thov ha\'<' ad,·anced in other 
States. On the other hand, railwa,· 
expenditure is increasing berauso t~f 
increased cost of wages, fuel, and stores. 
CornmencitJg in 1917, the succ, o;;sive 
awards of the Arbitration Court have 
increased the salaries and \Yage-; charge. 
able against revNme by nearly £1,500,030 
per annum, \vhile coal a\Yards haYO 
incrcawd the average cost of coal by 7s. 
Dld. per ton during the same period; on 
last voar · :• iesues this amounted to 
appro~imatcly £150.000, bl!t since 1914·15 
the cost of coal has doubled. As will bo 
seen from the statement on page 11, stores 
and mate-rials used in the working and 
maintaining of the railways have also 
increased, \\·hile the interest charge on 
op•·n lines capital has increased by 
£311.174 during the last four yPflrs. All 
the.c matters, taken into consideration 
with the> het that the tonnage of the 
department's greatest ~ourcc Df revenue 
(good~ and mineral tnffic) reduced from 
3,715 245 ton'. in 1917.18 to 3.445,315 tons 
in 1920·2L an l liYe stock from 439,196 
tons to 422,335 tons during tho same 
period, and tlHt our rates and fares have 
not increased in keeping with the expen
diture, explrrin the present financial 
position of the railways. 

" The het that the percentage of 
expenses to earnings has increased from 
62.67 per cent. to 95.63 per cent. in six 
years has no real value in ,determining 
whether efficiencv has increased or de· 
creased during this period m Queensland 
any more than it does in any other 
country. 

" Comparing the year 1915·16 with 
1920.21, it -.vill be found that the miles of 
opened line increased by 15.8 per cent .. 
but the number of employees by only 1.5 
per cent."--

That is the argument which, apparently, the 
hon. member has been unable to appreciate, 
or he has not studied the report of the Com
missioner. Other"·ise h0 would not continue 
to make the wild statements he has been 
making. The paragraph proceeds-

" there being a decrease of 13 per 
cent. in the number of employees per 
mile of opem'd lino. :~!though the fares 
were increased bv approximatolv 17 per 
cont. and the general merchandise rates 
by approximately 19 per cent .. the earn· 
ings per employee increased by 40 per 
cent. and the revenue per train mile was 
built np from 6s. 5~d. in 1915·16 to 9s. 
10d. last year, equal to 51.7 per cent." 

Mr. EDWARDS: By cutting out the trains. 

The TREASuRER: That is the way in 
which the hon. member sidesteps the argu
ment when he is faced with the remarks of 
the Commissioner. The report goes on to 

" By keeping in close touch with the 
volume of business moving, I have main
tained the train mileage at the lowest 
possible figure. Notwithstanding there 
was a fallmg- off of only 3.7 per cent. in 
tonnage, and the opening of 15.8 per cent. 
new railway necessitated a longer haul, 
the goods train mileage was reduced bv 
13 per cent. and the total mileage by 7.3 

per cent. The result was that trains 
generallY hauled greater loads, the aver
ilge tonDage per goods-train mile having 
been built up by 10 per cent. and the 
a vcrngc number of pa"sengors per pas
senger-train mile by 9 per cent. In other 
'vords, every train hauled a big-ger load 
and earned more revenue than five 
years ago, vd1ich is definite evidence o£ 
increased operating efii.ciency.n 

Mr. ELPHINSTOllE: In spite of that, the 
railways lost £1,750,000 last year. 

The TREASuRER: Hon. members, especi
ally those of the Country party, such as the 
recant acquisition who has just interjected
the hon. member for Oxley-ought to be 
thankful that the policy of this Government 
has kept down freights on the country lines. 
(Opposition laughter.) In order to support 
that statement, let me quote further from the 
Commis ioncr on page 13 of his report, 
where he says-

" It will bo seen that the rates and 
fares in the other Australian States, and 
also in 2'\cw Zealand and Sodh _Hrica. 
haYe been increased a. great deal mon? 
than in Quepnsland, and thi·; has had the 
efFect of showing considNably better 
rcsnlts. Had the ratp·. and fares in 
Queensland b, en similarly incrcase·d and 
our tor..nage irr1prove-d the same as on 
some of the other railways, th" financial 
results of our operations for the twelve 
months would haYe shown to better 
adYantage so far as the ma.nagement i' • 
concerned and compared favourably with 
the results obtained elwwhere, but it has 
"oecn the policy of the Government to 
keep rates and fares as low as po,sible. 
and the consequent loss has to be made 
up from consolidated revenue." 

::).lr. SEER interjected. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
would argue against anything if ~e argues 
ag-ai1ist that. Hon. members opposrte, when 
they get an opoortunity, are Vf'l'Y careless in 
stating facts. Comtantly they build up the!r 
caoe a"'ainst the Government, such as thmr 
case is~ upon false premises; they build up 
their cnse bv innuendo, by false statement of 
facts, by misrepresentation and distortion. 
Only in that way can they make any case at 
alL Last year and the year before the leader 
of the Opposition, thr> hon. member for 
Dulimba, and others chided the Government 
for controlling the Auditor.General, as they 
said. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: I never made a com
ment with l'egard to the Auditor-General, 
and you know it. 

The TREASURER: Woll, then, the hon. 
member for Oxley. They misrepresented the 
case with regard to the Auditor-General's 
report. This is what the Auditor·Genera.l 
says in that regar·d oh the very first page of 
his report for last year. 

Mr. VowLES: Did you not instruct him to 
write> that? I knew a week before that that 
was appearing. 

The TREASURER: The best answer to 
that shabby reflection upon the Auditor
General is contained in the Auditor·General's 
own remarks on the Yery first page of his 
report-

" Certain statements concerning myself. 
and the dates of presenting the annual 

Hon. E. G. Theorlore.l 
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report, having been made m the Legisla
tive Assembly in the early part of the 
current session, I deem it my duty to 
allude to them here. 

" The leader of the Country party (Mr. 
Vowlcs), speaking on the want of confi
dence motion on the 11th August, is 
reported to have said, vide ' Hansard,' 
page 52-

I vunture to say that, if any one of 
the Sta to enterprises in Queensland, 
with tlw ex< option of the Insurance 
Dl'partment, were reported on by an 
independent auditor who was permitted 
to corn putc the assets, and also the 
profits of those concerns, on the same 
lines as a conunercial house 1nakes up 
its return~ \ve \Yould find everv one 
making a la:~'-'· ~ 

And the hem. member for Oxley (Mr. 
Elphinstone). speaking on the same 
motion on 18th idem, is reported as 
follov vide ' Hansard,' page 151 :-

\V e ha YE' had an illustration in this 
House '';here the Auditor-General's 
report was deferred for some months 
pending- the decision of a Federal elec
tion. Wr· arc told that the Auditor
G,noral's report is presented to you, 
J\:Lr. Speaker, and, without castjng any 
insilluatlons, I have reason to believe 
that, if it serves the purpose of the 
Government, there will be an unfortu
nate printer's error or some cause or 
meam for dderring that Auditor
G{?ncral's r0nort until the GoYernmcnt's 
case has been put before the people. 
"In the first statement there is a direct 

inference that in the exercise of my func
tions I am not altogether indopendent. 
This is quite erroneous, and an implication 
of such a nature cannot be allowed to 
pac ,· unchallenged. ::Vly independence is 
ab ,olutc. l:)inco assuming office I have 
never been approached by any person 
with a request, or even a suggestion, as 
to what should, or should not, appear in 
the annual report. 

" Tl'e accounts of the various depart
ments, business undertakings, and State 
enterprisps an' examined by my officers 
without the siightest restraint, and in 
criticising the results of each financial 
year'~ operations I have had absolute 
freedom. 

" Hegarding the s2cond statement, I 
would like to remind hon. members that 
for .ome years pa•·t it has been imprac
ticable to complt'to the report before the 
close of SeptPm ber. 

" The document has grown to such pro
portions, due to the expansion of depart
ment'->, tho incrr-asing nu1nber of business 
undertakings, and the establishment of 
the Yarious enterprises, tha.t it is neces· 
sary to divide it into three parts-

1. General report covering the Trea
surer's annual Statement; 

2. State enterprises; and 
3. Central sugar-mills. 

" vVith a view to assisting hon. mem
bers, however, in dealing with the finan
cial position of the State, the firstnamed 
always receives priority. 

" The assertion that there has been any 
avoidable delay in submitting the report, 
c it her in this office or bv the Government 
Printer, is quite grouncdless. '' 

[Hon. E. G. Thcodore. 

The hon. members who made those asper
sions upon El gC'ntlcrnan occupying a high 
official position under the control of this 
Hcmse ought to feel thPir position very 
keenly, and onght. to publicly al1ologise for 
the aspersions that they have ca,,t upon that 
gentleman. 'The! hon, member for Oxley 
laughs. He, apparently, "·ill attack a man 
who cannot answer for himself except 
through the Government. and will cast asper
sions upon him, and will even impute wrong 
motives to him, and then laugh when the 
mistake is pointed out to him. (Opposition 
interruption.) 

The leader of the :'\ational party waa 
unwise and ill-advised in boing so pessimistic 
about the metalliferous minin;; industry. I 
do not know that ho intend0d the statement 
he rnad0 to be taken up in the way in which 
he made it; but he stated that he hoped the 
Government would not be in a position for 
n1any :,'cars to operate the coppf'r-rnining 
industry. It will be very unfodunrrte for 
this State if the copper-mining industry lies
dormant for rnanv vcars, and I take it that 
the hon. gentleman c did not intend to convey 
the wish that the mining industr; "ould not 
be roviYed, Lecau~o the rnining indnstry ha~; 
stood to Queen -land in the past to the extent 
of making it rr very valuable indnstry in the· 
State. In years gone by, when the State 
was suffering fro1n d0prcssion in the agricul
tural industry through drought or other 
adverse conditions, the mining industry ha.s 
come to the assistance of Cueen,land, and has 
virtuallv been the salYation of the finances 
of this- State on more than one occa
sion. (Hear, hear !) It is at present 
under a cloud; still, the mineral produc
tion of Queensland last year was over 
£3.000.000, and that it will recover I am 
snre will be the unanimous hope of hon. 
rrwtnbcr~. The GoYcenmt nt, it i:- true, are 
directlv intcrc~t0d in an enterprise at 
Chillagoc. and are not carrying on copper 
mining or coppPr smelting there! at the 
prcserlt time. The copper prol?crti~s are· 
lYincr idle bcenusc of u d0prcss1on 111 the 
rJlfl,rket but silver-lead rnining- and SinPlting
is being carried on, and I bclieYe will be 
carried on on a profitable basis. A sugges
tion has been n1ade in a general --;,vay that 
this State is suffering from some kind of 
malign influence of Labour. 

1V1r. ELPHIXbTOXE : Comn1unisn1. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
The TREASURER: \Vc hear the parrot

cry of "Communisrn " fron1 the hon. mem
ber for Oxley. The hon. member gets cer
tain obsessions in his 111ind, and in order 
to manufacture some kind of a case, he keeps 
repeating t.he cry of " Comn1unism " untit 
it is a joke in thlR Charnb(~r. 01.10 ought ~o 
<1d\: cne's friends durinq- th1~ fc~hYf' week In 
Brl~bane to con1c 1-o Parliament I-IotL;p and 
hczt,r the hon. member say "Comnn1nism." 
I-Ic ls certain to say it if anyone comes here. 

1\lr. ELPH!XSTOK~ : You are committed t<> 
it. 

Mr. HIORIHX: Yoa were committed to the 
~ational party. (Go,-crnment laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

'The TRI<:ASLcRER: Whatewr de,cription 
the hon. crontleman might chooec to give the 
Labour p~rty, it' policy is well knmn1, and 
is public.hed and known to ever\ body; but 
the policy o! the Country_ party 1s known to 
nobodv, or 1s kept well 111 the background. 
I challenge anv bon, member of the Country 
party to prodtice a printed platform of their 
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polic"·· showing the basis on which thev · 
stand. Thoro i' no 'uch thing. I read the 
policy speech which the hon. member for 
Dalbv delivered at Dalbv. in which he advo
cated certain thino:s that he has never dared 
to mention since. cIf the Labour party were 
responsible for all these great evils in tbis 
State that hon. members opposite keep talk
ing o,bout. then how is it that the country 
continue~ lo prosper in the way it is doing" 
(Opposihon laughter.) Is the country Hot 
prospering-? 

0PPOS!Tl0:<; ~h;:IIBERS: ::';"o. 

The SPL~AKER: Order! Order! 
The TREASURER: \'\'hat did the leader 

.of the :'\ationalist part.) say just now? Did 
he not say it- \Vas prospering'? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! If hon. members 
continue to refuse to obey my call to order, 
I will be reluctantly compelled to name some 
<Jf them. 

GovEil:'OTEXT l\lE'IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASL:RER: If the country is 
not pro;perillg a11d the people have not the 
confidPllCe iH t)1is country, how comes it that 
there were 711.000 people. at the Brisbane 
Exhibition ·, colcrdav, all of them showing 
evidence of' pt·osper;tv, and evidence of the 
greatness of the State in which we live'! 

Mr. Knw: In spite of your legislation. 

The TIU£ASURER: If there is any 
impression that the future holds any dangers 
or that there is any n1enacc, or that it is not 
as hopeful a proposition as one would like to 
expect, it is because of the slanders of hon. 
memlwrs op]JOsitc. If there is any depres
sion, or if all is not right •vith Queensland, 
it is because of the sedulous propaga.nda to 
the injury of Queensland that is being 
fostered by hon. members opposite. Queens
land will justify itself. and the Government 
will jm-.tify their policy, and we have no fear 
for the future of Queensland. 

GovER!-;MEXT JI.1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Ho:-.:. vY. H. BAR~ES (Bulirnba): The 
Treasurer made reference to the fact that 
he believed there was no menace facing the 
people of Queenslrmd to-day. \'\'hat was his 
attitude quite recently, when he endeavoured 
to somersault so far as his policy is con
cerned'! The hon. gentleman went to a 
meeting and said, " Let bygones be bygones ! 
Let my past administration and legislation 
·be forgotten in order that I may ' smooge,' 
.not to the industrialists, but to the farm
ing community!" The hon. gentleman 
deliberately made a request publicly in that 
way. Ho said. " Let bygones be bygones, 
and let the policy I have pursu<>d, which has 
gone in the direction of assisting to wreck 
Queensland, be forgotten, and let us start 
afresh !" One would willingly allow that 
to be done if we believed that the repentance 

.of the Treasurer was genuine; but you can
not attach importance to rep>:ntance when a 
man finds himself up against it and wants 
to find a "ay out. That has been the atti
tude of the hon. gentleman. Whilst the 
leader of the Nationalist pc.rty was speaking 
to-night the Treasurer by interjection made 
some referencD 'to finance, and the interjec
tion was right in a sense. He said that the 
Government had not always received a 
larger revenue in each year than the previous 
year. That is quite right in a sense. 

The TREAS1:RER: In a sense? It is so. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I will quote the 
.exact figures. Here is a Government which 

came into office and immediately clapped on 
taxation and incr0esed that taxation to an 
alarming extent. I would draw the atten
tion of thP Honse to the fact that the Govern
ment reC'"ivod in 1921 in revenue nearly twice 
the amount that was received by the Govern
ment \Vhich they SUCCeeded, and by them
•eh·es when thev started the administration 
of the affairs of this State. I will give the 
figures dealing with the amount of revenue 
since 1915. 

l'vlr. CoLLIXS: What are you quoting from? 
HoN. W. H. BAR""ES: J am quoting from 

the Treasut·er's returns. The hon. member 
is so den ,e that he does not know. The 
flgures ar·e-

Year. Revenue. 
£ 

" 1915 7,287,000 
1916 7, 945.000 
1917 7,976.000 
1918 9.076,000 
1919 9,676,000 
1920 12,123.000 
1921 12.591,000" 

V\ e come now to 1922, and that is where the 
Treasurer tries to sidetrack the whole posi
tion. In 1922 the revenue was £12,311,378. 

[8.30 p.m.] 
:Ylr. COLLINS: The population increased by 

over 100,000. 
HoN. vY. H. BAR.KES: What is the posi

tion to-da,v '? Queensland is the most heavily 
taxed of the States. A lot of the money that 
has come ln has con1e in because there has 
hePn ab~olute repudiation. The rrrcasurer n1ay 
claim to be the champion of repudiation-the 
absolute champion of repudiation-of tearing 
up scrar,, o£ paper as though they did not 
count one bit. 

JI.Ir. PAYKE: That is claptrap. 

HoN. \V. H. B~'.RNES: There it rs again
" Let Lygonl~S be bygones." 

Mr. l'AYXE: It is claptrap. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: It is not claptrap. 
The position to-day is that the industries of 
this State haYe suffered to an alarming extent 
a'" a result of the actions of tho Go1·ernment, 
and >Omething more than that has happened. 
The Government haye lost their good name, 
and the people of Queensland have lost their 
good name through the actions of the Govern
ment. Let there be no mistake iu rE>gard to 
the position when we raise these difficulties 
that haYe cropped up. The Tr£clsurer knows 
that, driven as he has been in connection 
with ,~nance, he has had to go to "Uncle 
Sam --

A GovERN~!ENT ME}IBER: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. B.\RNES: There are some 
people who are so inconsistent that they will 
do anything they possib1y can to sever a 
certain connection. The Treasurer, to try 
and save himself, went to America because 
hE> failed to get what he wanted in London. 
Why? Bec~use of repudiation, and repudia
tion of the worst kind, and that is what has 
brought Queensland into the position in 
which it is to-day, and the hon. gentleman 
knows it. I want to draw attention to some 
of the utterances that have been made in 
regard to maturing loans by the Treasurer 
himself and those who have occupied the 
position of Treasurer since the Denham 
Government went out. There is sufficient on 
the financial side alone to say that you, Mr. 
Speaker, shoul·d not leave the chair until we 

Hon. TV. H. Ban~es.] 
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know where we are going in that direction. 
Before I come to that, let me draw attention 
to another cause of a very great grievance 
to members of this Hous<>. 'I'he hon. gentle
man h<!.s been challenged again and again by 
hon. members sitting on this side of the 
House to produce certain documents which 
would sub,,tantiate the statements he has 
made with regard to indiYidual ex-Ministers, 
or, if he could not do that, to stand up like a 
man and say where he was; and every time 
b.e ha9 sidetracked the position. 

Mr. vVEIR: Like you did about Kidston. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Is it not a fact 
that we ha' e tried again and again to get 
information as to the expenses of Ministers 
as compared to the expenses of Ministers in 
previoue Governments ·1 Year after year 
questions have been put, but no answers have 
been forthcoming. Only this week I wrote 
to the Auditor-General to see if I could get 
the information. 

The TREASURER: You wrote to the Auditor
General'? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I wrote to the 
Auditor-General, and I did not do it under 
cover at all. I am bringing it up in this 
House. On 7th ,August I wrote as follows :-

" The Auditor-GeneraL Brisbane. 
"Dear Sir,-I would appreciate it if 

you woL1Id kindly supply me with the 
following- information:-

The amount of money drawn by me 
for expenses during the whole period 
that I f!lled the following offices.:.... 
nanccly, Minister for Public Instruction. 
~1inistcr for VvT orks, Tl'easurcr, and 
Acting Pren1ior." 

The TREASURER: vVhy did you not write to 
1118? 

HoN. \V. H. BAR:1\ES': Write you, to be 
sidetracked again? 

The TREAS"CRER : A gross lack of courtesy 
on your part ! 

HoN. vV. H. BARNES: The lack of 
courtesy has been on the hon. gentleman's 
part. He has refused the information to the 
Hou·c. 

The TREASURER: You ought to be ashamed 
of yourself. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, sir; when we 
fail to get from the Government of the 
country the information that v:e have a right 
to get then we properly go to other spheres 
to tr·' and get it. The letter continues-

" I would also appreciate it if vou 
would kindiY furnish me with 'the 
amounts dra>~·n bv :Ministers who have 
fillcu the po,itions since my retirement 
from offic<' and who have oc· upic-d the 
position· of Secretary for Public Instruc
tion, s~cretar.:· for Public vVorks, and 
Treacurer, such periods to compass dates 
from J uno, 1915, to 30th J unp. 1922." 

Tlw T"~.\SClER: You said you tuok that 
lnfcr~11atiot, vvith you \Yhen you left otliee. 

HoN. W, H. B~.\RNES: I am seeking to 
gf't inf0rrnation as to thl~ a1nount of n1onoy 
you spent. 

Tlw TREASl:RER: You go behind my back 
to get that • You ought to be ashamed of 
yourself. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:1\ES: The letter con
tinues-

" I would add, in making this request, 

[Jlon. 'VV. n. Ban~rs. 

tl,c,t I would prefer, if it weue at !ill1 
po3Sible, to get the expenses of all the 
members of the Cabinet with whom I was 
associated during my period of office, anrl 
also the expense' of all Ministers who 
have occupied public pO'·itions since the 
Tesignation of the Denham Government." 

The TREASURER: That is a hot proposition. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It goe'' on-
" Repeatedly, efforts have been made in 
Parliament to get this information with
out success, and I am now appealing to 
you, as the Auditor-General, for the 
information which I am seeking. 

" I might add that if successful in 
obtaining it, as I trust I shall be, I pur
pose using it, because it is a matter per
taining to public affairs, and it is on that 
ground that I am seeking the informa· 
tion. 

" Thanking you in anticipation. 
"Yours faithfully." 

The Auditor-Genenl wrote me under date· 
7th August, and I challenge the hon. gentle
man to-nig·ht to produce the ~nformation. He 
has been challenged again and again in this
House in the past to furnish certain infor
mation, and he has refused to give it. 

The TREASCRER: Let us hear the Auditor· 
General's letter. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I challenge the· 
hon. gentleman to-night to lay on the table 
of the House a return c.h0wing the expenses 
of all the ~-linistc.)r~, 111 v own included, and 
the expenses of Ministo~' that have occupied 
oflice since I had to do with it. 

The TRK\SDRER: Let us hear the letter. 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: The hon. gentle
man will hear the letter in due time and one 
which was written to his own office. The· 
reply from the Auditor-G0rieral reads-

" Audit Office, Brisbane. 
" 7th August, 1922. 

" Dear Sir,-Yours of even date to· 
hand asking for certain information 
regarding 1\linisterial expenses. 

" To obtain the details a· ked for would 
necessitate an inspef'tor visiting the vari
ous departments and occupy considerable 
time. 

"Information of this nature has never 
been fumished to an incli1·idual member, 
but if requested by Parliament to supply 
same I will take action accordingly. 
" Hon. \V. H. Barnc,, JYI.L.A., 

"Messrs. Barnes and Co., Ltd., 
"Roma Rtr0et] Brisbane." 

I am going to challenge the hon. gentleman 
to get that information. 

The TREASl'RER: That is a very proper 
reply. If the hon. gentleman really desires 
to got that information. ho might write me 
a letter on the ·ubject. 

HoN. W. H. TIAH:"\ES: I am making the 
request to-nig-ht, and if the hon. gr'ntleman 
'.ays that if I writf' him lw will fnrnish it, 
write him I will. \'\'ill the hon. g-entleman 
furnish it? 

The TrF\STTRER: If the hon. member will 
write me n ronrt0ous letter on the subject 
I will comider it and furnich the i'>forrnation 
I think he oug-ht to haYe. (Opposition 
laug-htC'l'.) 
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l-IoN. \V. H. BARKES: I want to tell the 
hon. gentleman that I am not going to be 
fooled. [ have been fooled too often by the 
ho·1. gentleman, and I am not going to be 
fooled again. I wrote to the Under Secre
tary to the Treasury Department on the 8th 
Au!!ust, and I would like to say that so far 
I have not received a reply. A reply may 
have been sent, but I have not received it. 

The TREASURER: The holiday intervened. 

HoN. V\. H. BARKES: A good many holi
days will intervene between now and the 
getting of this information. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

The TREASURER: Don't you expect the 
information? 

HoN. vV. H. BARXES: I expect some 
evasive reply. 

The TRE.\SURER : You expect an evasive 
reply? 

IloN. \V. H. BARNES: The lott0r to the 
Un·der Secretary reads-

" 8th August, 1922. 
"The Under Secretary, 

" r_rreasury Department, 
"Brisbane. 

"Dear Sir,-I would appreciate it if 
you would kindly supply me with the 
following information:-

The amount of money drawn by me 
for expenses during the whole period 
that I filled the following of!ices
namely, Minister for Publie Instruc
tion, :Minister for vVorks, Treasurer, 
and Acting Premier. 

I would also appreciate it if you 
would kindly furnish me with the 
amounts drawn by :Ministers who have 
filled the positions since my retirement 
from office and who ha,-o occupied 
the positions of S<>cretarv for Public 
Instruction, Secretary · for Public 
\Vorks, and Treasurer, such periods to 
cornpa''S dates from June, 1915, to 30th 
,J uno, 1922. 

I would add, in making thi'" request, 
that I would pr. fer, if it were at all 
po,Bible, to get tho expem• ., of all the 
mernber~ of t 1w c;abinf't with wJ1on1 I 
was associated during mv period of 
office, and also j h< exp0nS< of all 
I\IiHi~tcl's who hnYe eccnpit cl pnblie 
positions ~ince the resignation of the 
Denham Government. 

I might add thctt, if succes'lful in 
obtaining it, as I trust I shall be, I 
purpose using it, b0ca use it is a matter 
pertaining to public affairs, a:;d it is 
on that ground that I am seekinq tl,,' 
info1n1ation. -
"Thanking you in anticipation. 

"Yours faithfully." 

I challenge the hon. gentleman again from 
my place bore to-night to furnish the informcc
tion we arc seeking and which he refuses to 
give. 

Mr. PAYKE: Who tak('s any notice of that? 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: The hon. member 
on n1y left who js yappinq" avvav takes a 
great deal of notice. The electors of Queens
land wa,rrt to know this. Anvonc would 
think that a GoY0rnrnent who. hnvc )Jecn 
charg-ed ·.~·ith all kinch of neglect would furnieh 
the infor1nntion in tbrir cJ\rn intcrc>st" J 
want to further draw attention to tho fnct

1 

which hail alreadv been touched on to-night, 
trwt the Govornm"ent deliberately went to the 
eountn on the policy of "No retrenchment." 
l can "well remember when we went to the 
cou11try that again and again on every hust. 
ings the cry was raised, " ~f you retm;n 
the· Country party or the NatiOnal party m 
numbers ,ufficient to beat the Labour party, 
vou are going to have retrenchment." There 
1s no question that a promise was made 
that retrenchment would not be carried out by 
thcJ Government, but what happened? Of 
course it is given a very extraordinary narne 
-"deflation." It is not "retrenchment," only 
" deflation;" but I do not know whether a 
person who is getting a reduced salary stops 
to consider very long what is meant by 
" deflation " or " retrenchn1ent," if he is 
minus the money. Not only has there been 
carried out along those lines a policy which 
has been a complete br• ach of confidence with 
the people, but in addition to that there has 
been piled upon the people an amount of 
expenditure which has been growing from 
vear to vear in connection with supplying the 
~memployed with fcorl. Do not let the matter 
be misunderotood. I£ men cannot get work 
thev should not be allowed to starve ; but, 
when £174,000 is spent for one year, is there 
not ;:;-omething verv \Yrong with the Govern
ment of the country who bring about that con
dition of things? The Government may say 
that they did Hot bring it about. Wo have 
reYenue just about double what it "as when 
thr· Governtncnt took office, when there was 
unemployment only to a very small extent, 
costing in relief wmething lik<• £10,000 a year, 
but now it has grown to £174,000. Is there 
not something wrong with the conduct of the 
aflairs of this great State'! I want to say 
that, whilst the man who is worthy of help 
t_~hould be a )sistcd, an cn1ployed nuu1 is vPry 
:nuch better than an unemployed man; but 
the Gcvnnrrwnt have brought. unea1ploy
n.ent in their wake. I do not think they 
c:1.rc·. l noticP that the '\finister fOl' .Justice
I would emphasise that-the Minister for 
,Justice laughs. \\"hat doe:J he care? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
rnust refot· to the hon. gentleman by his 
oflicial title--the Attorney-General. 

HoN. W. H. BAR :\rES: The Attorney
. Gencrol who arhninist~rs juEtice, so-cal!ed, 
"·hat does he car0 about the men and women 
·.rho may be in want? 

The ATTORXEY·GENERAL: You do not object 
to a n1an s1niling? 

HoN. W. H. BAR:"lES: I want to draw 
attention to another thing, which I say 
advic<edly is a menace to Queens!and-that is, 
the~ cnrouragcmcnt 1\ bjch hon. n1c1nbers oppo
site have giYen tD gurnbling. 

A GOVERXMENT MEMBER: What about gambl .. 
jng in food;.:tuffs? 

The ATTORXBY-GENER.IL: Are vou interestedi 
in the Coorparoo Ra-cecourse? 

HoN. W. I-I. BARKES: I am not. The 
hon. grnt!rrnan is :so used to touch things 
whic·h he dare not mention to-night that be 
desires to ftssociate my name with thing~ of 
the same kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR i\.GRICcLTURE: vVhat do, 
you n1ean? 

IIo~. \Y. H. BARXES : The hon. gcntle
m:-tn knows onlv too well -what I mean. 
Ilnring the past year. I nllrl thRt in the
,·icinity of Bri bane alonP Government per
ntiBsion \Vas granted for 432 art unions, 76D 

Hon. 1V. H. Banws. 1 
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raffles, and 77 combined art unions and raffles 
cc.ncurrently with tho running, under Govern~ 
rnent control~ of a continuous succc,,sion of 
" Golden Casket " lotteries, together with 
222 race meetings. I say that the Government 
have struck at the very foundation of the 
mora lit of the community. Thev will make 
a" raid on some gambling hell, or 'some " t\\ o
U[1 school." They will prosecute the smaller 
thing, but smile on the bigger thing, and 
countenrmce 1 t. I say that under the guise 
o£ so-called helping charity, the Government 
have descended to do what no Government 
have ever done before in connection with 
Qucensland-tbey have dmgged it to the very 
dust. The AttDrney-General is one who grants 
these pennits. I hope that he is proud of 
what he has been doing! It is said sometimes 
that visitors frDm Melbourne have come and 
have encourag-ed this kind of thing. (Opposi
tion laughter.) 

I am sorry the Treasurer is nDt in his place 
as there is another matter I want to refe1: 
to-that is the quc .• tion of loans. 'What is the 
position to-day with regard to loans? The 
hon. gentleman must know that in 1924 about 
£12.000,000 of loan money will mature and 
in 1926 about £11,000,000. I can well re~nem
ber when loans of about £11 000 000 were 
maturing on a previous occa~ion' how the 
present Tl'easuror and Dther hon. membeb 
then in office got up and dl'ew attention to 
the fact that no provision was being made 
to meet those loaH~. What are the present 
Govc_rnmcnt domg 111 that particular regard? 
I will sho'T the position. Ou0ting !rem 
" Hansard " for 1914, page 14o6 the late 
Mr. 'I'. J. Ryan is reported to ha~e said-

" The other day I was in Nanango 
a·ddressing a meeting, and I found 
\V hen I \vas explaining certain portions 
of the Labour platform that those who 
had hithertD suppmted the Liberal party 
expressed surpnsc that there had been so 
1nuch mi-::,repreH~ntation as to what our 
platform was. The m<ttter I rderred to 
was the land tax, because Liberal speakers 
always fail to point Dut that, althmwh 
we are in favour of in1posing a land t~~' 
we are in favour at the same time of 
exempting fron1. income tax inconH'.3 
derived from land which is subject to 
tl1at land 1 ax." 

Then, on page 1407, Mr. Ryan said-

" They were not making prm-ision for 
matunng lDans. The hDn. gentleman 
does not know what he is talking about. 
,Laughter.) 'I'hcre is a great differencD 
between making provision for loans fal
ling due and raising money _to carry on 
pubhv works. Here were loans which 
were falling due on a fixed date and had 
to be met. The Government showed laek 
of judgment, lack of fmesight, and want 
of business acumen in landino- Queens
land into the positiDn in which~ she finds 
herself to-day in regard to this loan. 
Irrespective of the war, I heard the hon. 
member fDr Tmvnsville from his piace 
some time a<ro say that the G0vernment 
should be taking ~tcps to make provision 
for the meeting Df these loanc,. Here we 
have had an expensive trip by the Pre
mier to do something which could have 
been just as easily done by correspon
dence." 

'I'hat was w~at \yas said at that time by the 
party opp0s1te w1th regard to maturing loans. 

[Hon. W. II. Barnes. 

I draw the attention of this House to the 
f~ct tbat the Premier did go home at that 
tin1c, and he came back again. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: There 
was nD delegation then. (Laughter.) 

I-Iox. W. H. BARNES: No. The explana
tion is that since then the State has lost its 
~oorl name. I do not know, Mr. Speaker. 
1£ yDu ever went to a bank; but, if a man 
wants an overdraft from a bank. character 
tells, and this Government wont "to the old 
country with a SDiled character, and they 
were not able to get the money they were 
after. The Premier, Mr. Theodore, armed 
with full authority from this State, went 
home and came back. vVhy? Because a 
" scrap Df paper" had not been hon0ured. 
The facts are ,,ell known. 

The question of the land tax has been 
raised. In 1915 there was no State land tax, 
but this Government clapped it on. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is quite in 

accordance with the hon. member for Bmvon. 
There was no land tax in Quee:1sland in 1915, 
and the dir·ect taxation in that year was 
only £954,000. In 1921 the direct taxation 
amounted tD £3,600,000, and last year it was 
nearly as much. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Yes; we make the wealthy 
pay. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: They are squeez
ing and squee?.ing all the time. They have 
failed to carry out their trust tD their own 
people. I read in the paper whore a worker 
was summoned in Bundabcrg the other day 
because he failed tD pay his labo-H due· of 
10s.-or £1, as the case mny be. They talk 
about a poll tax, but they poll-tax the 
workors in an infinitely worse form. That 
is what is happening to-day. 

:Mr. PAYNE: You are very weak. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: ND; I am very 
strDng. Why are the,e millions of pounds 
being raised? They _arc raised to bolster 
up a lot of the doctrmes Df hon. rrcm~ers 
opposite. \Ve know what happened ln :1\iew 
South Wale' after the trouble in South 
Africa. News came from South Africa to 
the unions in New South Wales stating that 
they had failed, a.nd the reply was sent back 
from New SDuth \Vales to the following 
effect if not exactly in the same words :
"We' are sorry you failed. \Ve would have 
liked to carry ou.t here what you ,;vere seel~
ing to carry out in South Africa. That 1s 
what the money is being used !Dr. \Ve know 
that the present Government have stopped 
the automatic increases due to the public 
servants. 

Mr. KmWAN: Your Government stopped 
the automatic increases, and we had to pay 
them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We found the 
money for your GDvE'rnmt'nt to pay the 
automatic increases. \Vc left the finances 
of the State in such a good condition that it 
would be a good thing if they were in the 
same p0sition to-day. 

Mr. COLLINS: You only paid the railway 
men 6s. per day. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I hold in my hand 
a statement of the public balances which 
shows that on the 30th April. 1915, the 
amount in hand was £3,336,862. 'I'hat is 
what we left when we went out of office. 



Supply. [10 AUGUST.] Supply. 609 

The best asset we had in Queensland has gone 
since then. I refer to the State Savings 
Bank. It has disappeared from the State's 
-control, although it was our best asset. 
Unfortunately, the Government got their 
trust funds into ·.-uch a condition that they 
wore glad to give the Commonwealth deben
tures for the amount, and let the Bank go. 
I am sorry I have not got time to refer 
to the Treasurer's tables to-night, but I 
-can show the condition of the Savings 
Bank when the Denham Government wont 
out of office. On the 30th April, 1912, the 
balance to the credit of 136.000 depositors 
in the Savings Bank was £0,916,000, and on 
the 30th April, 1915, there ·toad to the credit 
-of 189.903 depo.-itors the sum of £10,263,160, 
showing an increase in the number of depo
sitors of 53.806 and an increase in the depo
sits of £3,3~6.222. What has happened since 
then? The Government got into difficulties, 
and we a 1lowed the very best asset to go to 
tide tho Government over a difficulty. That 
is what the people of Queensland had had to 
suffer as a result of this Government. 

Hon . .J. G. APPEL: Our public debt also 
increased by £30.000,000 in the same time. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: I was going to 
quote from a speech made b,r me as 
Treasurer in reference to the automatic in
creasPs l,', hen the Dcnham GoYern1nent were 
in pon·et. I ha ':e not got the exact quota
tion by me, but a promise was made by 
the Government that tho automatic increases 
would be paid if fmances permitted. 

The TREASURER : vV e had to pay them 
when \V0 can1e into povver. 

HoN. W. H. B.AR::"-!ES: But we found you 
the 1non°y. 

The TRMST.:RER: W.hv didn't you pay the 
automatic increases yourself, if you had the 
money? 

HoN. W. H. BARKES: The hen. gentle
ma.n will get his answer from the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement for 1914-1915, wherein 
it "as stated that, if the condition of the 
fmanccs was satisfactory, the public servants 
would receive their automatic increases. 
But we were not allowed to have the oppor
tunity of paying those automatic increases, 
because hon. gentlemen opposite promised 
the people cheap bread, cheap food, and all 
the rest of it, and they also raised the Ger
man question, on which the hon. gentleman 
and his supporters have always been 

authorities. \Ve know that we 
[9 p.m.] did not have the opportunity of 

carrying out that particular pro
mise, but we founcl the money, which the 
hon. member was able to disburse. The fol
lowing year there was a deficienc.J', and 
here I take the opportunity of saying that 
so far the hon. member has not made pro
vision for a deficiency of about £500,000. 

The 'l'REASCRER: Western Australia has a 
deficiency of £200.000. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: They have against 
that a biv, sinking fund which more than 
covers their deficiency. 

The TREAS1."RER : Not sufficient to cover 
their accumulated deficits. You are wrong 
there. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: They have a very 
big sinking fund. The hon. member will 
have an opportunity to contradict me. This 
Government, who are supposed to have great 
sympathy for the workers-I am goiug to 
quote now from the Treasurer's tables for 
1921-

1922-2 Q 

The TREASURER: If you will wait a few 
minutes I will g·ive you later ones-those for 
1922. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: Sometimes the 
Treasurer has had the courtesy to furnish 
me v;ith his tables in advance, but not on 
this occilsion. In 1911-1912 the Works De
partment spent £152,379 on buildings, and 

" in our last year of office £190.438. \Vhat 
have this Government done? This Govern
ment, who are supposed to ho the friends 
of the workers, spent in 1920-21 £99,817. 
Notwithstanding the increased cost of work, 
they spent less money in that direction than 
our Government. They have allowed their 
money to go in doubtful enterprises, put it 
into fictitious things that have left them 
in a hole. 

I am now in a position to quote what I 
said with reference to automatic increases 
ll1 1914-

" Hon. members jn perusing the Esti
mates will notice thrtt no increases are 
provided for any officers of the State; 
but w hilet this is so, I am pleased to 
inform hon. members that no reductions 
have been made in salaries. (liear, 
hear !) Before the war broke out it 
had been arranged that the usual auto
matic increases should be given, whilst 
ail branches of the service would, in all 
probability, ha.ve obtained increases. 
In connection with tho Railwa.ys and 
Education Departments, some consider
able improvements in salarv had been 
decided upon. The effect of the war on 
our finances made it imperative that the 
Government's intentions in this direction 
be abandoned; those interested will, 
therefore, have to wait a more favour
able opportunity. I desire, however, to 
inform hon. members that, should cir
cumstances warrant it, the claims of all 
oflicers concerned ',c·ill be at once dealt 
with." 

And they were dealt with. 
OPPOSITION ME}JBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: My time has gone, 
but I say there is every justification for the 
debate which has taken place this evening. 
The Government have failed absolutely. Let 
me summarise. They have lost the confi
d£nce, first of all, of themselves. They have 
!ost the confidence of the country. They 
nave lost the confidence of the outside world. 

OPPOSITION ME:>IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho:-~. W. H. B.ARNES: They have failed 
to finance the affairs of Queensland. They 
have added d0bt upon debt. There is only 
one thing which any self-respecting Go-.-.)rn
ment would do in their position; but tht• 
Government have no self-respect. Ha• tM 
Premier any self-respect? If they believe 
that the people of Queens] and are still 
behind them, why not relieve you, Yfr. 
Speaker, of so many unpleasant experien<'es; 
But no ! They have not the courage. il 
they believe the people are behind them, 
why not go to their masters? They are 
afraid, and the duty of the Opposition as 
a whole is to put before the people the 
position. The longer the delay, the bigger 
t.hc defeat. The writing is on the wall, and 
we know what the result will be. Let them 
aoc£pt my challenge, face their masters, and 
they will then come back in shreds and 
patches. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 



610 Supply. [ASSEJ\IBLY.) Supply. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I propose 
to take this opportunity of dealing with the 
report of the CommiECioner for Tmde for 
the 0 ear ended 30th June, 1921, in the com
pilation of which the Govornrnent ha.vo been 
guilty of a grave Inisden1eanour~ for vv·h_ich 
tltcy are v·Drt,hy of the Bovorest condcrrnu.t1on 
and censure. I offer no 1Lpolog;y for deal
ing ·with the afiairs of a, poriod that has go no., 
b-· some h-·el ve months, for this is the first 
opportunity we havfJ had to deal "ith the 
matter. You will recollect that the report 
of the Commission~r \(as not circulated until 
after the House adjourned last year, and I 
say deliberately, and with the fullest sense 
of conviction, that this report ','as wilfully 
held back so a;s to prevEnt critici~m, and in 
the hope that, ,,.ith the lrtpee of time before 
this seegion, the inci-dents would bo forgotten, 
ancl criticism \vould not be so severe as at 
the n1ornent. But I, for one, do not propose 
to allow it to go b.;·, because I comidcr that 
tho \vholo con1pilat1on is an utter disgrace to 
the Go·corm11ent and the department. The 
report is n1ost volun1inous. In .an array of 
\Vords they hope to create an air of ingcnuousH 
ness and confidence, neither of which exist. 

The TRiOASURER: vYhy do c'OU not deal 
with it during the debate on the Financial 
Statement'! 

:'\Ir. FLETCHER: Because I want to 
dPal with other questions then. rrhe report is 
a 1nass of contradictions and inconsistencies, 
inaccuracies and plausible and specious state
ments. \Vhcn ono sees those contradictions 
one wonders how they coukl have arisen, and 
one imagines this report going backwards 
and forwards between the Government 
Printer and the department for alteration. 
One concludes that there were so many 
alterations that tbe people responsible at 
the finish forgot what was already in the 
report, and so allowed things to go in 
absolutely contradictory to what they had 
previouRly written in another place. It 
is difficult to deal with this matter in Parlia
mentary language; but, if I express it in 
this way, perhaps I shall be able to show 
what I think of it. The Government are 
in relation to the people of tbis State 
as the directors are to the shareholders 
of a public company, but no directors would 
have the har-dihood and temerity to lay 
before their shareholders such a report as 
this, not even if they were the directors of 
a bogus company or the directors of a com
pany who were trying to sell a salted mine 
to an unsuspicious and unwary public. 'That 
ib wha.t I think about this report, and I 
wish the Minister was here, so that he might 
hear what I have to say about it. 

Before I deal with the report and balance
sheet generally, it is necessary, in order to 
g~t things in their proper perspective, to 
reiterate something I have said before. The 
State stations cost £1,400,000. That was the 
capital cmt, but the whole outlay upon them 
has been £1.640.000. In buying the'e stations 
the Government had in mind the supplying 
of cheap meat for ·the people in the cities, 
yet they were purchased in such inaccessible 
parts, and at such fabulous prices, as to 
make it impossible for them to deliver meat 
to the people in the cities or to give it to 
them cheap if they could get it there. 
There is not the slightest doubt of that. When 
one considers tha.t the members comprising 
th0 Cabinet at that time possessed some 
degree of mentality. one cannot understand 
the negligence or incompetence that could 

[Mr. Fletcher. 

ho.ve permitted such blundering purchases. 
If rhcy were not negligent or incompetent, 
one is justified in deducing the fact that there 
1nust have been smno other 111otivo that has 
not been disclosed. 

'l'ho SPKAKER : Order ! 
i\lr. FLETC:t-IER: It staggers the in1r.gina

tion to think of it. 'l1heY could not havo 
bought the stations io ll1oro inaccc--,ible 
pla.cc·•, and they bought them at such prices 
as had ncyer ruled bt"'forc. The:: connnan
deerod the squatters' moat, placed emb. rgoes 
on his stock, extracted rctrospecti ve rents 
from the pastoralists, and imposed the 
highc ,t, pof:siblo taxat1on. 'They c::Jled the 
pa~toraJists " beef b ,rone-,'' and hara.ssed 
them at every point. Y~et, at the san1e time, 
to a few extremPly we"lthy pastoralists they 
paid tho;;,.e fabulDns prices. Tho only low 
price they paid wa ., to a idm-: woman. 

1\Ir. STOPFORD: You state tlwt tho stations 
are inacre-.sible; ye: you say the rnen who 
were runni11g the!n '~ere \VUllthy pastoralists. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER: The Premier has 
ad1nitted that a blunder \\ .1s made in buying 
thosl stations, and that there have been big 
losses. 

The TREASURER: DiJ "·ou not sny there was 
" reduction of 120 per O> cent.? (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. FLETCHER: I will dectl with that 
later. I do uot wish to deal now with the 
que 'tion of whether there have been losses 
or not. I wi'h to deal with the humbug, 
hypocrisy, and deception disclosed by the 
balance-eheet and the report. In the profit and 
lo" account tlwre is a loss shown of £58,000. 
To reduce the loss to as low a figure as that 
the Govennnr-nt included in tho nrofit and 
lo-;s account for that year £135,000 which 
stood to the credit of re'·erve. Fancy includ. 
ing reserves that had been accumulating i.n 
years gone by ! That is bad enough; but It 
is infinitely worse when those reserves are 
false and faked-reserves that exist in the 
in1agination only-reserves that are merely 
book entries which have nothing behind them 
to substantiate them. If you take the 
reserYes into consideration, it brings the Ios& 
up to £194,000. The previous year, it will 
be recollected, I said that, in order to show 
an inflated profit, the values had been 
increased by Ss. ld. per head. I pointed out 
that that was mo·t irregular, and was abso
lute!;· improper bookkeeping. It increased 
the profit for that year by £75,000, and I 
condemned it absolutely. In his r<'ply, the 
Minister defended the action which had been 
taken, and said it was quite all right. This 
year he corn es along and reduces the value 
of the cattle by 9s. 4d. per head. Ho 
adopted and declared for this >ystem. 
~ow let us follow this through to its 
logical conclusion. In the first plac,~, it 
i3 absolutely wrong to show a profit by 
increasing the values of stock on hand. 
Supposing the Minister had a softgoods 
business in l\fackay, and during his absence 
in Brisbane he left it in charge of a manager. 
Tho n1anager. by managing things very 
badly, makes a loss for the year; but, in 
orde1· to wipe out that loss, he incr<nses the 
valne of the goods on the shelves, and by 
that moans sho"·s a profit. That is exactly 
what the Minister did last year. 

The TREASURER: I beg to moYe
" That the question be now put." 

(Disorder.) 
0PPOSITlON MniBERS : The " gag ! " 
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Question put; and the House diYided:-

Mr. Barber 
,, Brennan 

Bulcock 
Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, \V. 
Coyne 
Dash 
Duns tan 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Forde 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Glcdson 
Hartley 
Huxham 

AYES, 35. 
J\'[r. Jones, A. J. 
, Kirwan 

Land 
Larcombc 
Null an 

., Payne 
, rease 

l'ollcck 
Hiordan 
Ryan 
Smith 

,. Ptopford 
Theodore 
\"''.ieir 

., Wellington 
Wilson 

., W instanley 

'Peller8: Sir. Brennan and 1.'Ir. Peue. 
KoEB, 3-L 

Mr. Appel ?Jr. King-
" Barnes, G. P. , Logan 
, Rarnes, \V. H. , M::tcgreg-or 
, Bebbington , Maxwdl 

Bell J\Ioore 
., Cattermull ., iliorgan 
, Clayton , N ott. 

Corser , reterson 
, Costello Petrie 

Deacon ., Roberts, .T. H. C. 
, Edwarc1s , Robcrts, T. H. 
, Elphinstone , Sizer 

Fldchcr , Rwayne 
,, Fry Tavlor 
, Green \"" o'Vd(•-, 
, .Tones J. \Valker 
, Kcrr , \Yarren 

Teller.<: 1Ir. Bell and 1\Ir. Logan. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
GovERS)JE:<:T ME:IIBERS: Hear. hear! 
Question-That the Speaker do now leaY£l 

the chair (J[r. Thr Jdorc's motion) put; and 
the House divided:-

ArF;s, :J.3. 
Mr. Ra.rbPr ::\:Ir .. Tonn. A. J. 

Brenna.n 
HulPock 

, Collins 
Conroy 
Coopf'r, F. j,. 
Cooper, \V. 
Oovne 
Dn.Rh 
Dnnstnn 
Ferricks 
Folry 
}"'or(lP 
Gilda.y 
Gil1ies 
Gledson 
Hartlev 
Huxha.Tn 

Kirwau 
Land 

,, J.areombe 
}[ul!an 
Pa.Yne 
T'eil-sC' 
ro1lork 
Riordan 
Hyan 
Fmith 
~topford 
Theodorc 
\Yeir 
\Vellington 
"~ilson 

\Yinstanley 

Tellers: 2\ir. Forde and 2\ir. Weir. 

NoEs, 34. 
Mr. Appel 3Ir. King 

RarnPs, G. P. J,ogan 
, Bnrnrs, \V. H. , Macp-rPgor 
, Bchhington , l\rfa.xwrll 

Bell ~ioore 
., Cnttermull , l\Iorgan 
, Clayton , N ott 

Cor" er Peterson 
Caste llo Petrie 

,, Deacon , Robcrts, ,T, H. C. 
Ed,.,.ard.< Hoberts, T. R. 

,. Elphlnstone Rizer 
Fletcher , Swayne 
Frv 'faylor 

., Gr"rPn , Vowlrs 
Jones, J. Walker 
Kerr Warren 

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Mr. Sizer. 

Reso]yed in the affirmative. 

CounnTTEE. 
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER: Mr. Kirwan,-In 
making his Financial Statement in September 

last, the Trusurer estimated a delici t for the 
year 1921-1922 of £465,038, but, as a result of 
econornies whlch the Government have 
effected throug·hout thB service, the year 
closed with a deficit of £188,592 only. 
Revenue was less than the amount received 
in the previous year by £253,653, and the 
expenditure was less by £91,231. 

The ec;tiinated and actnal results ·were-
Hovemw £12,270,689 £12,311,378 
Expenditure £12,735,727 £12,499,970 

Deficit £465,038 £188,592 
ReYenue (over estimate, £40,689) . 
Expenditure (under estimate, £235, 757) . 

REVE:c;uE, 1921-1922. 
..~_:\lthough there are some large di.Jcrepancies 

between the e;tirnatcd and the actual receipts, 
the net result for th~ yem· showBd the small 
increase of £40,689 over the ectimate. I need 
scu rceij- point out to hon. members the difti· 
culty of correctly estimating the receipts 
from sn,me of the sources, such as taxation 
and other rc,;eiph. T'he revenue per capita 
was less than that for the previous year by 
£1 1s. 6d. 

The following table gives the revenue under 
the main heads, and shows the increase or 
decrease as compared with the estimate:-

Although receipts from taxation exceeded 
the estimate by £192,796, they were £262,346 

Hon. E. G. Theodm·e.] 
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below the amount received in the previous 
year. The excess of receipts beyond the 
estimate is all accounted for by income tax. 

Land revenue was about £88,000 under the 
receipts of the previous year, and mining 
receipts £4,000 under. 

The railway receipts must be considered 
satisfa<ltory in view of the closure of the 
Mount 11organ works for about nine months 
of last financial year, the slump in the mining 
industry in the Northern Division of the 
State, and the depression in the meat 
business. 

EXPENDITURE, 1921-1922. 
Notwithstanding that provision had to be 

made for an additional £416,000 to meet 
Sinking Fund payments in connection with 
the American loans and interest on the pub
lic debt, the expenditure was £91,000 less 
than in the previous year. This means that 
savings were effected in the services, other 
than payments on account of the public debt, 
to the e·dent of £507,000. The following 
table shows the expenditure of the various 
departnJent.J and the savings or excesses as 
compared with the parliamentary appropria
tions:-

Saving. Excess. I Appropriation. [ Expell(hd. 

--~ 1o~,930 ~~-~~f=-
---~---

£ I £ 
63,885 Scher1 nle~ .. . . .. 

Interest on Public Debt 
Ext>cntive and Legislative 
Chief Secretary 

3,3·10,ooo 3,286.096 13,904 

I 6H 25,1142 2;,,686 
11'.498 !13,095 2,403 

11,272 Home .3ecret&ry 1,513,464 1,52~.~36 
Public """orks 2!15,411 J 90,073 15,338 
Justice 163,397 153.384 10,013 
'l'rensu1·er 
I'ublic L~nds 
Agrim1lrure and stock 
Public Instruction 

419.012 I 373.592 45,420 
310 315 280,660 19 655 

I 

1.13,823 126,64, 7,183 1 

... 1,:Jo:JS57 

1 

1.295,607 8,250 , 
.. 104 20s 107,224 I 3 016 
.. 5,000 770 l.SOS 362 192,408 , 

I 12.735~ lZ,49~!~.574 ,---7-8~ 

)'lines 
R~1hvays ... 

'rot.al 

1
'----·----..~-----_; ~ \......-----......-------' 

£2J6,757 ' £335,7.':7 

------------------------~~----

Ket Saving 

The table discloses that expenditure generallv 
has been c•cell controlled. The per capita 
expenditure on departmental and general 
Borvices sho,vs a decrease of £1 4s. 2d. com
pared with the previous year. The practice 
instituted in 1920-1921 of requiring depart
m•ents to submit to the Premier and to the 
Treasury, every month, statements of the 
po~ition of each parliamentary vote, vvas con~ 
tinucd during the year just ended. That this 
action has enabled a very close supervision 
to be kept over all expenditure is borne out 
by the comparatively small amount of 
" unforeseen expenditure " from each fund 
during the year. The expenditure of this 
nature from revenue was mainly brought 
about by increased provision to meet" unem
ployment, for epidemics, and for the purchase 
of foodstuffs for the starving children of 
Europe. The "unforeseen expenditure " in 
t hA Trust Funds was largely the result of 
financing the cotton crop (£90,000), for which 
provision could not be made when the Esti
mates were framed; and the increased activi
tiec of the State Insurance Office, which 
re"ulted in increased receipts. 

Excluding schedules and interest on the 
public debt, which are voted by various 
special Acts, the appropriations from revenue 
totalled £9,284,797, whereas the expenditure, 
including " unforeseen," amounted to 
£8.999,059. The trust and special funds appro
priations amounted to £4,740,117, and the 
expenditure totalled £4,238,282. There was 
appropriated from the Loan Fund £3.538,750 
and expended during the year £2,599.573. Of 
the, loan appropriations, railways were allot
ted £1,460.000, but expended only £1,168,489, 
inclusive of expenditure upon certain sections 
of the North Coast line and other railways, 
which were not provided for on the Estimates. 
I think the above figures show that any expen
diture incurred in anticipation of Parliament's 
approval has been well covered by the saving 
on the Estimates-in-Chief. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Dealing seriatim with the various services 
provided for from Revenue Fund-

Schedulcs.-The increase beyond the esti
mated requirements was almost wholly brought 
by Sinking Fund payments amounting_ to 
£61 652 in connection with the two Amencan 
loa~.<. \Vhe"n the Treasur<"r presented his 
statement, no decision had been arrived at 
in n~spect to borrowing in America, conse
quently provision could not be made for the 
Sinking Fund contribution. 

Interest on the Public Debt.-The expendi
ture was £13.900 less thrrn estimated, and is 
the result of the repayment before its due date 
of the temporary loan of £1,000,000 obtained 
from the Bank of England. 

Exccutirc and Legislruive.-The small 
excess under this heading is accounted for by 
an increase in the printing bill of Parliament. 

Chief Secretary'.• Department.-The saving 
effected would have been greater by £10,000 
had we not made available that sum for 
providing food for st.arving children in 
Europe. 

}]om.e Secretary's Departmenl.-A consider
able saving in many of the services is shown 
by this department. 

Dep([rtment of Public Worl,s.-The savings 
arc spread over the various services, the only 
excess, and that a small one, being in the 
vote for "Labour, Factories, and Workers' 
Accommodation." 

Department of Justiee.-This department 
showe-d a saving in all branches with the 
exception of friendly societies, where the 
excess was the small amount of £30. 

Dez)([rfm,ent of the Treasurer shows the 
substantial saving of £45,000 as compared 
with the estimate. The greater portion of 
this saving was, however, due to the issue 
of the American dollar loans and subsequent 
conversion into pounds sterling, thus obviating 
the buying of exchange to meet large pay
ments in London. 
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Dfpartment of Public Lands.-In no instance 
did this department exceed the appropriation, 
and a savmg was effected on almost every 
vote. 

Department of Agriculture and Stock.-The 
net saving w<mld have been greater but for 
the fact that about £2,000 was expended 
upon the preliminary work of organising the 
agricultural industry, for which no provision 
was made on the estimate. No appropriation 
was exceeded during the year. 

Department of Public Instruction.-
Although a few of the appropriations proved 
insufficient, the net saving is comprised of 
many items. 

Department of Mines.-This is one of the 
few dqJartments to show a net exce's over 
appropriations, and this result is accounted 
for by the extra assistance given to mining 
by loans for deep sinking, advances to gem 
miners at Rubyvale and Sapphire, and the pur
chase of coal-bearing land at Styx River. 

Department of Rail1wys.-The savings 
effected amounted to the satisfactory sum of 
£192.000. Mackay was the only railway to 
exceed the appropriation, but as a set-off 
against the excess expenditure of £4,900 on 
this line the revenue exceeded the· estimate 
bv over £46,000. 
·The Treasurer, when delivering his state

ment last September, made the following 
remarks:-" . . . Economies are still being 
effected in all departments. A board is 
making searching inquiries into the workings 
of the railways, and has made recommenda
tions which will result in substantial savings. 
The Public Service Commissioner also is 
having inspections m:Lde of the various 
departments other than railways. The 
savings which will result will not be apparent 
for some little time, as many of the retired 
employees are entitled to gratuities, in some 
instances am<Junting to six months' salary. 
In materials, too, we have very big com
mitments, and the ec<momies effecte-d will not 
appear immediately. " 

Tho results of the Government's endeavours 
ar•e reflected in the reduced expenditure of 
the various departments, and had it not 
been for the cessation of mining acti vitie'l 
at Mount Morgan and in the Cloncurry dis
trict, and the depression in the cattle indus
trv, it is highly probu ble that the increased 
re'venuo which would have been earned by 
the railways would have enabled us to 
balance our accounts for the year .. 

TRcST FUNDS. 

The transactions of the various Trust and 
Special Funds are set out in Tables D to 
D6. vVith a few exceptions the funds are 
in a nti··factory financial position. In con
sidering the position of these funds, it, is 
nece··~ary to bear in mind otha· things 
besides the cash receipts and disbursements 
for the year; for instance, the expenditure 
on the cdton c•·op was £90,498, ··here os the 
recr:ipts Vi'Cro £1.276 only, but tho proceeds 
have yet to be brought to account and the 
Govcrnn1ent recouped for these advances. 

LoAN FeND. 

As the Loan c.o•h needed replenishing, it 
was neceBsary early in the financial year to 
issue a loan. Realising that our full require
ments could not be I:':et locally, it was de
cided in October last to accept a favourable 
offer of 12,000.000 dolLors from a Xcw York 
financial institution at a time when. O\ving 
to the rate of exchange prevailing-, the posi
tion was very favourable to Queensland 
borrowing in the United States of America. 
As hon. members have already been ad-

vised, this loan was a dollar issue, and 
owing to the weakness of the pound sterling 
we reaped a big advantage in the conversion. 

Although the nominal rate of interest was 
7 per cent., after .. allowing for the profit 
made on the conversion into sterling, the 
rate of interest was less than that at which 
money could be obtained on the London 
market on the date the loan was raised. 
The issue was made at 99, the term of the 
loan being twenty years, and the rate of 
interest 7 per cent. The proceeds, exclusive 
of the profit on conversion, amounted to 
£2,441,430, and the profit on conversion into 
sterling was £523,713, making the gross pro
ceeds £2,965,143. The expenses were 
£102,439, leaving the net proceeds £2,862,705. 
The result would have been still more favour
able to the State but for the sudden and 
rapid improvement in the pound sterling, 
and the consequent decrease in the profit on 
the later conversion transactions. The rate 
of interest only, on the net proceeds, is 
£6 Os. 7d. per cent., but as the net realisa
tion was £116 1s. 8d. per cent., the effective 
cost (including redemption) works out at £5 
12s. 10d. per cent. The expenses were £3 
9s 1d. per cent. upon the amount realised. 
An additional profit of £5,625 was made in 
effecting the transfer of £500,000 of the 
loan to Queensland, as we sold the exchange 
at a premium of 22s. 6d. per cent. ; this 
profit, however, has not been credited to 
the loan but to Consolidated Revenue. 
Further, we arranged with the Common
wealth Bank to accept this £500,000 as a 
fixed deposit for six months at 3~ per cent. 
per annum. So far no portion of the Sink
ing Fund has been mod in redemption of the 
bonds, ·and, by arrangement with the Com
monwealth Bank, these payments are placed 
upon fixed deposit with that bank at current 
rates. I think it will be g<enerally admitted 
that the loan was a very satisfactory trans
action for the State, and in vie·>r of its 
success the Government decided, in February 
last, to mise a further 10,000,000 dollars. 
which were offered by the same financial 
institution in New York. Like the first 
loan, this issue was subscribed in a few 
hours. It was a dollar loan at 6 per cent. 
interest, the price of issue being 86~, and 
the currency twenty-five years. As a Sink
ing Fund, 50,000 dollars are to be set aside 
each half-year during the currency of the 
loan for the purchase of bonds upon the 
open market at a price not exceeding par. 
Any portion of the Sinking Fund not 
expende-d during any half-year is to b,, in
vested, at the option of the Government. in 
bonds of the State of Queensland or Com
monwealth of Australia without restriction 
as to price. The proceeds of this issue were 
£1,983.148, the profit on the conversion of 
the ·dollars into sterling £191.096, making 
the gross proceeds £2.174,244. The expenses 
will be approximately £85,703. or £3 
18s. lOd. per cent. upon the gross proceeds. 
The net realisation was £2,088,541, or £101 
12s. 7d. per cent. of the nominal i··sue, and 

the rate of i •1tercst £5 18s. ld. 
[9.30 p.m.] per cent. However, as the net 

an1ount real1sed on this loan, like 
the prcyjous ijsue jn Arneric;l, ·v·orks out 
8-t a prcn1ium, the effective c0-st, after allo\v
ing for redemption, is r' duccd to £5 17 · 5d. 
per cent. 

It should be noted that in arrivim; at the 
cffecti ve cost of thece two loans th • pound 
str>rling has been a~se:·_,sed at par valnc. 

In addition to getting cheap money Queens
land has secured a splendid advertisement 
in the United States, and these loans wili 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.J 
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urdoubtodly give the American people a 
n1uch great,Jr int:Jrest in us, and should lea·d 
to the opening of markets for so1ne of our 
exports. (Oppcsition laughter.) l'erlmps it 
might be \' .::'ll to remove at once the impres
sion whi,ch seems to exist in some quarters 
that a condition of these loans was that por
tion of the money had to be expended in 
America. No such condition attached to 
these issues. 

On 1st J anuar:·. 1922, Treasury bills 
amounting· to £1,124,750, ~which were 
originally issued to cover reycnue deficits in 
the :·c·ars 1900-1901, 1901-1902, and 1902-1903, 
becan1e dne, and, as provision had to be 
made to meet them, it was de-~ided in Octo
ber L•,t to make a conversion offer to the 
holders of the bills. It should be remembered 
that at this dnJo 1noney was very dear and 
there 'vore no indications of an imn1cdiate 
cheapening; consequent!:--, the conver:-.ion 
rate now appears to be over-generous. The 
prospectus gave holders of the bills the right 
of converting into bonds 01~ stock bearing 
6& per cont. interc .t and maturing on 31st 
,January, 1936, and entitled them to a bonus 
of £2 for each £100 of maturing bills so 
converted. I-Ioldors of £755,600 accepted the 
conversion offer, £368,250 were redeemed by 
cash, and thoro are still unprocented bills 
amounting to £900. Of the £755,600 con
verted, £411,850 were lwld bv the Common
wertlth Bank, and under th,; Savings Bank 
tran.fcr agreement we exercised our right of 
renewing thGse bills for a further twenty 
yec.rs at the low rate of 4~ per cent. interest. 

GovERN\fEXT T\IE~IBrR.-3: Hear, h(.ar 1 

Tho TREASURER: Further, the Com
monwealth Bank did not participate in the 
bonus. I 1night n1ention that the "Digger 
Loan," \Yhich the 0on11nonwealth raised in 
August-Sepkmuer, 1921, cost £7 5s. per cent., 
and this i~ the intcl'e~t rate the Stnt8 is now 
being ch,uged for ach·ancos from that loan 
made to us bv the Commonwealth for soldier 
cttlem•~nt. 'The rates of interest charged 

to soldiers by the State are-during the first 
year, 3~ per cent. ; second year, 4 per cent. ; 
and for succeeding years it may be increased 
by 10s. per cnnt., but must not at any time 
exceed 5 per cent. It will, therefore, be 
apparent that for a portion of the money, 
for which the Commonwealth arc charging 
£7 5s., le's a r0bate of £2 10s. for five years, 
the State receive~ £3 10s. in interest and 
br :·~rs all the loe"es. I merely mention this 
rnattcr as somo p0rsons semn to bo under the 
irnpreRsion that the Comlnon\Yealth Govern
mc>nt shoulckr the entire financial responsi
bility of settling returned soldiers upon the 
land. 

As a result of the loans raised in America, 
it wr~s not n,_ces-ary to take advantage of 
the exte11sions which the Bank of England 
was prepared to grant in connection with the 
repayment of the ,temporary loan of 
£1,000,000 obtained from that bank. The 
loan wa -, consequently, repaid in October 
last. 

U OYEnx=,lENT iliEniBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The TREASUHER: The table hereunder 

gives, briefly, the transactions of the Loan 
Fund during the ~7 car, and shoi, s a balance, 
at 30th J uno last, of £4,501,962. 

LoAN FuND. £ £ 
1,428,491 Bala!KO at 30th J nnc, 1921 

Receipts during the year-
Loans fro n Commomveulth __ 
Net proceedb of FalP.~ of do ben tun~ and ins-::ribrd stock ... 
Not proceeds of conversion by general puLlic of Treasury bills 

'vhich matured 1st J an nary, 1922 ... ... ... . .. 
Amount of debentures £9,900 and Trcasnry bills £411,850 hold by 

the Con1mornvcalth Bank of Australia \Yhich matured 1st Jul:y, 
1921, aud 1st Janucry, 1922, rcspcrtivdy, converted into in tai
mcnt c.tock under clause 6 of Commonwealth Bank Agreement 
Hatification and State Advances Act of 1920 ... ... ... 

~1nount rccciYed frorn CoP.1lll011'"'-calth Bank of ..:'\ustra1ia under 
cl 10 of the Coumonwcalth Bank Agreement Ratification 
"n Shto AdYances Ad of 1920 .. ~ ... ... . .. 

Instalment stock ie.o!H cl under clam, 9 of the C\Jmmonwealth Bank 
Agreement Ratification and ~tatc Advances Act of 1920, 
transferred froln ~\·u3t Funds . . . ... . . . . .. 

N cl proceeds of loan of i<12,0('0,000 floated in New York, October, 
1921 

r\ct proct cds of loan of S10,00G,OOO f!oatcd·i·n ~cw Yo;·k, February, 
1922 

Rn:o·yments by ]c cal authorities. soldier P~,ttler<, etc. 
Rcc,ipts under Land Sales Proceeds Act 

Expc:::.diturc during the ycar-

E.q1cndituro ns per Budget Tablo E2 .. " 
P 'l"'o·mont of temporarv loan from Bank of England . 
Rctir, ment of Trca··ury ·hills which matured 1st "January, 1922 
Debentures redeenwd 1st Fcbruarv. 1922 ~.~ ... ... . 
Amount of war gratuity bondJ- rccf'ived from soldiers paid to 

CommomYcolth GoYernmont m reduction of soldier settlement 
loan indebtedness 

Deduct-
Amount of adjustment J:.-tween Trust ar;d Loan Funds 

Add-
Cash balance at 30th June, 1922 

\Var gratuity bonds cashed on behalf of soldier employees 

Total balance at 30th June, 1922 

[I!on. E. G. Theodorc. 

630,976 
838,253 

335,753 

421,750 

908,or0 

37,520 

2,862,705 

2.091,849 
310.502 

7.~14 

2,599.!173 
1.oon.ooo 
1, 124.7fi0 

15.000 

4,451 

8,444. 722 

£9,873,213 

4.743.774 

£5,129,439 

691.812 

£4,437,627 

64,335 

£4,501,962 



Supply. [10 At;GUST.] Supply. 615 

The loan expenditme durino- the year 
totalled £2.599.573, as ag.tinst £4,251,248 for 
the ,-car 1920-21-a dP~rease of £1,651,675. 
Dcbul of the transactions relating to the 
Loan Fund are set out in tables E to E6. 

STATE E~TERPRISES. 

It. is impoe· ible, at this early date, to 
fu rmsh corn pleto information in rerrard to 
the financirrl results of the enterpri·cs"'for the 
year ]U"_,t endf'~, but eyory endeavour is being 
mrrdo to exped1to the presentation to Parlirr
ment of the report of the Commissioner for 
Ti·ade on the various activities. 

LAND SEI'TLEMEXT AND AGRIO'CLTURE. 

. This State is on the threshold of very 
1mportant development& in land settlement 
and extension of our agricultural industries. 

Go \.ERN~IE:\T l\1E::.1BERS : I-I oar, hear ! 

The TREAS'CRER: A Yast quantity of 
lam!, smtable fo_r almost every kind of agri
cultural productiOn and capable of providing 
prosp_c:·ous iettlement for many thousands of 
add~tlonal farmers, is rapidly being made 
reaay. m varwus parts of the State. The 
:..J.1ost nnportant of the~,e areas are-

Northern Burnott and Cn,llido Valley 
~pproximately 3,000,000 acr0'. ' 
. J?awson River, approximately 120,000 acres 
Hngable "'nd 1,000,000 acres non-irrigable 
land. 

Pnhnr-rston area, near IIlni"Ljl, <LPl1roxi
maL·l:; 200,000 acres. 

Capella and Clermont cotton-growin{Y areas 
260,0.'0 acre,,. "' ' 

In ackJition to these 2reas there are rich 
sections of land in the vicinity of the North 
Coast Railwn,:., between l\Iackay and Proser
pin_o an_d betwc~n lngham ~.,nd Innisfail, 
wh1ch wlll be uva1lable at an early date when 
those sections of . railway are completed. 
Ther~ 1s also an .1rnga bon proposition of fine 
prom"~, embracm~ 10 000 acres of land on 
the Condamino Ri~cr ~ear St. George. ' 

::\h. ELPHDfSTOXE: I don't see any reference 
to Inkorrnan. 

. The TRE_\~l!RER: Recognising the necPs
sJty for obtrumng the best advice available 
!n _re -p•cct to the proposed Dawson Valley 
n-rigahon and vvutcr conservation schen1e, the 
Government have appointed Mr. A. F. Pa.rt
ridr-·e. to bko charge of the work. Mr. 
~?a1·t_n~ge .h..-"!s had an extensive experience 
1n Hl'Igabon and conservation \Vorks in 
:bJgypt. America, and Australia. It is 
intended to introduce a Bill this SOb· ion deal
Ing conlprchcn_siYely ·with irrigation and 
watn LOJLcrva bon. and the Bill will include 
provision for the appointment of a Commis
" lOner and the submitting of all proposed 
schemes to Parliament for approvaL 

\Yith the object of increa,ing the area 
f1Yailablo for tho cultivation of \Vhcat 
in~rKct}o~s arf:' 110,.\' bci.ng n1ado bT t\v~ 
officers 111 the I\1aranoa district a.nd in 
the neighbourhood of Inglewootl ~nd Goon
diwindi. The inspection will cover Crown 
land, freehold land, and la.ncl held under 
pastoral and g-razing tenure and if it is found 
advisable action will be taken to resume such 
land as r.1ay be required and make it avail
able for perp0tual lease selection. 

The ~wakcnino: of new interest in the agri
cultnral mdustncs and problems will necr<
sarily lead to much increased expenditure by 

the Department of Agriculture. This, how
oyer, is regarded by the Governnwnt as 
expenditure of a highly productive nature 
aud need excite no alarm. \Vithout doubt, 
the State will benefit in immeasurable degree 
from the establlshmont of the Council of 
Agriculture and the local producers' associa
bo_ns, from the gr ;"nting of a guarantee-d 
pnce for cotton, and from the formation of 
the wheat pool, and all other such activities. 

.Alrc:dy cotton-gro1.ving has boen greatlv 
stimulated in this State by the adion of the 
Government in guaranteeing to the growers 
5~d. _per lb. for all sc,cd cotton of approved 
g_uahty grov,n by thl~m. This guarantee was 
lor tlu·ce years ending 30Lh June, 1923. In 
order to still further encourage the planting 
of cotton, the Go,·crnment have decided to 
extend the existing guarantee until 31st July 
1923-that i ·, b:· ono month-to enable th~ 
cotton-growers. to reap the advantage of the 
guaranteed pnc2 of 5~d. pm· lb. for the whole 
cf lhc forthcoming crop, which ought to be 
harycstod bv the extended date. It is 
intended also to guarantee a price for a 
fmther period of three years ending 31st 
July, 1Fo6. The conditions under the new 
guarantee will bo different to those ruling at 
Jll'C:<cnt, as the price will be based on the 
quality and length of staple of the cotton. 

J\J:r. ELPIIIKSTOXE: Payment by results. Do 
you notice tha~ '? 

The TREAS'CRER: The details have not 
yet been worked OL!t, but for the first year of 
the new guarantee period the maximum price 
will be 5~d. per lb. for seed cotton of 1;\c-inch 
staple, of good quality, and free from disease. 
In 1920 the Government entered into an agree
ment with the British Cotton Growers' Asso
ciation-a, body mainly con1prising Lancashire 
cotton manufacturers-under which the asso
ciation guaranteed for cotton grown in 
Queensland the price of 1s. 6d. per lb. of 
clean lint of good quality, c.i.f. Liverpool. 
Tho agreement was for five yee~r ,, but the 
associe_tion's loE'es were limited to £10 000. 
The prices rNtliwd for Queensland co'tton 
rluring 1921 wore below the price guaranteed 

b~d~~·-c~:~a:y~T~~nJ:.J~~v a~,~o~ ~~~l, gt~:l=·=~~~:: 
Any balance of the £10,000 will be applicable 
to tho 1922 crop, but any loss beyond the 
amount of the g·uarautce must be borne by 
the Queensland Government. The Govern
Jnent arc also carrying a very considerable 
lirrhility with respect to the !Jew guarantee, 
of which I ha Ye alreadY spoken, because any 
rleficien~y in realic.:ction, after payment to 
the farmers of the guaranteed price. must be 
borne solely by the State. Telegraphic infor
n:ation published recently in tho newspapers 
indicates· that the Commonwealth Govern
ment are prepared to 'hare with the State 
Government the risks involved in guarantee. 
ing a price for raw cotton. I have tele
gra]lhccl to the Prime Minister and asked 
for confirmation of this and for details of the 
propoml, but so far I have been unable to 
ubt,in particulars of the Commonwealth 
propo'ak 

)Ir. ELPIHNSTOKE: The same fate as in 
rrganl to J\llinisters' expense~:;. 

The TREAS'CRER: It does not look like 
a Ycry fayourable re ponse from the Com
monwealth at present. I haYO dealt with 
this subicct at some le11gth bccau··e cotton 
is bound to loom la.rgoL· in the future of 
this State. From advices the GoYernment 
have receiYcd from authoritatiYo sources we 

IIo11. E. G. Theodore.] 
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have every confidence in advising Queens
land farmers and settlers that a remunera
tive price for cotton will be assured, at any 
rate, for some years to come. 

Through the good Gffices of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation the Govern
ment have secured the services of an 
eminent expert in cotton culture, who will 
sail for Queensland at an e:,rly date. 

The sugar industry has been a very valu
able standby to this State during the depres
sion in other industries; it is natural, 
therefore, that the Government should be 
anxious as to the future of the industry. 
The Government have exerted their best 
endeavours to induce the Commonwealth 
Government to extend the sugar agreement 
for a further period-so far, unavailingly. 
The economic importance of this industry to 
Australia is so great, and tho consequences 
of its destruction would be so disastrous to 
the policy of white settlement in Northern 
Australia, that we are confident the Common
wealth Government will eventually approve 
of an extension of the agreement on satisfac
tory terms. Holding this belief, the Govern
ment have given consideration 'to the question 
of erecting additional sugar-mills in Queens· 
land. 

GoVER~i\IENT ~<1Eii!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

The TREASURER : There is sufficient 
milling power in Queensland at present to 
supply the needs of the Commonwealth in 
raw sugar if the full capacity of the existing 
mills could be utiliseu, but for reasons which 
are well known very few mills are supplied 
year in and year out with their full comple
ment of eane. The average production of 
raw sugar is, therefore, over a given period 
of years, murh under the normal consump
tion of the Commonwealth, and this consump
tion is increaRing each yectr beyond the ratio 
of prodLICtion. The Government deem it 
advisable. therefore, to appoint. a Royal 
CommiFaion to inquire into and report upon 
the question of the number of new . mills 
that should be erected and the most smtab!o 
locations. 

STATE AD\' AKCES CORPORATION. 

The loans granted for the fiwmcial year 
aggregated £514.747-namely, £282.283 to 
settlers, and £232,464 for workers' dwellings. 

The rate of interest (5 per cent.) ch~rged by 
the State h:" remained unchanged through
out the twenty years during which advances 
have been made, notwithstanding that the 
cost o£ loan 111one:v has very considerably 
increased during that time. 

The extent to which the Corporation is 
called upon to make advances for releasing 
settler:,' lio'Ji!ities is not generally under
stood. It is eofe to a,-ert that. with the 
excep1 ion of tho Ia7!t. two yf'ars, whCn advances 
have been directt'd 1nore to increasing" ~r;ttle
lncnt and nroduction, more tho n two-thirds of 
the advances have b~en for taking over 
settlers' liabilities to financial institutions 
and others. 

Following "" period in 1920-1921 of lecser 
activitv in tho erection of V\'orkors' dwelUngs 
owing" to tho excessive cost of building. 
operations have gradually increased ·during 
the past financial year, as the cost of building 
has receded to a bout 25 per crnt. ]m\ er than 
at the period of highe?t costs about eighteen 
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months ago. Applications are now being 
submitted at a rate approaching that of pre
war times. 

It is proposed to amend the State Advances 
Act to widen the scope of that measure and 
liberalise the advances. 

Mr. CORSER: We have heard that before, 
too. 

The THEASURER: 
ESTI:\IATES, 1922-1923. 

In view of a decreased rn enue and the 
necessity of making provision for certain 
unayo]dablo ir:cr('ases in expenditure, the 
greatest care ha' been exercised in the 
preparation of the Estimates for the current 
year. 

REVE]';UE. 
My estimate of the revenue is 

Commonwealth 
Taxation 
Land 
l\1ining 
Railwavs 
Other ,:eccipts 

as follows:
£ 

974,000 
3,203,000 
1,437,000 

26,700 
5.300,000 
1,262,000 

Total £12,202,700 

ThB total is £108,678 loss than the amount 
received last year. The per capita payments 
from the Commonwealth show an increase of 
approximat,oly £23,000 over the amount 
rccBived in 1921-1922. 

Compared with the previous yea: the 
anticipated receipts from taxation d!sclose 
a docrcacG of £217.296. Income tax rs less 
by £194,361 and l~nd tax by £30,518, a_nd 
I do not think I can be charged wrth 
pE'ssimism in respect to my estimate of 
receipts from these t'~",1/0 sourceP. 

~Ir. MoRGAx : Yet you say the country is 
prr cpormg. 

The TREASURER: Hon. members do 
not seem to realise that this e''timate is 
ba•,ed upon a period of taxation which has 
gone past. The hon. member for Port 
Certis last vea.r ridiculed the estimate that 
'r~s ~ade then 'for income tax, and said it 
would hll short of the estimated amount by 
at least half a million. He was proved to 
be woefully wrong. 

}\h. FLETCHER: 1\o; I said it would take 
two years to get it. The Treasurer did not 
give any figures for one yea..r. 

Th2 TREASURER: It is generally recog
nised that persou: engag~cl in the. cattle 
business had a vcrv much reduced Income 
last vear but fort'lmatolv for the pastoral 
indu~tr',' the Price of vvoOl kept v~ry. hig~, 
nnd should prove a n1cans of ass1st1ng I_D 
maintaining the revenue derivable from thrs 
class of ta.xpayer. The docr<·;'•O 1!1 land 
ta.x is accounted for bv the relref gr ven to 
far~1ers under the amel1ding Act pa&-~cd this 
SOSSlOil. 

l\lr. ELPIII~STOXE: I--Ia! IIa! How much 
is that? 

The TREASL:RER: I have heard the hon. 
member for Oxle.v indulg-ing in many 
cnchinnations to-night. I do not know what 
inspired them. unfess it is the f ,.et that he 
bJ_, been unable to overcon1c tho effect of 
the f,.;tivities of the week. (Laughter.) 

Frotn land revenue I esthnate rcc~ivjng 
£73.535 le-es than last yenr, and of this sum 
pastoral holdings account for £54,659. 
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Mining rBceipts show a decrease of £6,82?, 
owing to the operations of the State arsemc 
mine being treated as a trust account and 
the receipts credited to the Trust Fund. 

It is anticipated, in view of the reopening 
of the Mount J1,1organ mine, a temporary re· 
viva! of live stock traffic, the prospects of a 
fairly good season in agricultural districts, 
and the activity in the cotton industry, that 
there will be the moderate increase of 
£174,660 in railway revenue. 

" Other receipts" are estimated to pro
duce £3,500 less than last year. 

ExPENDITURE. 
The strictest economy has been observed 

in allotting the requirements of departments. 
The Table hereunder gives the estimated 
expenditure for the current year-

£ 
Schedules .. . .. . 356,267 
Interest on public debt ... 3,582,031 

Mr. MORGAN: Interest has crept up. 
The TREASURER: Interest has mounted 

up, and, if I a.greed to the hon. member's 
request for the building of the Tara-Surat 
ra.ilway, it would mount up still further-

Executive and Legislative 
£ 

23,522 
93,443 Chief Secretary 

Home Secretary 
Public \Yorks . 
Justice ... 

... 1,405,624 

Treasurer 
Public Lands ... 
Agriculture and Stock 
Public Instruction 
Mines 
Railways 

202,621 
144,114 
390,292 
283,041 
178,971 

1,299,843 
81,463 

4, 738,308 

Total expenditure £12,779,540 
Apart from the payments connected with the 
public debt and schedule payments, which are 
fixed by authority of special Acts, the pro
posed ~xpenditmo is £157,817 less than last 
year. Tho total e,timated expenditure exceeds 
that of last year by £279,570 only, notwith
standing that an additional amount of 
£437,632 is provided for payments in con
nection with the public debt. Interest 
accounts for .£295,935 of the increase, and 
sinking fund payments on loans, £141,697. 
It will be remembered that sinking fund 
payrnents in respect of various Joams -were 
temporarily smpended daring the later years 
of the war; the suspension automatically 
ceased last financieJ year, and provision is 
made on the current vear's estimates for 
£220,541 to cover these payments. 

Although the sala.ries of minist<crs and 
members and ccrt«in Government employees 
arc being reduced and the requirements of 
the various services have been cut to the 
bone I cstim:tte that the ·expenditure \vi!! 
exceed the revenue by £576,840. 

Summarised, the position is-

Total cctimatc 1 expenditure 
Total estimated revenue 

Deficit 

£ 
12,719,540 
12,202,700 

£576,8~0 

:!Ylr. 11onGA~ : I--low are you going to make 
that up? 

The TREASuRER: It is intended to con
tinue effecting economics vvhercver possible, 
and it is hoped to still further reduce expen
diture, and, with any reasonable elasticity in 
the revenue, the deficiency will be considerably 
r:~ducod. 

TRUSTS FUNDS. 
Two new items appear in the Trust Esti

mates for the current year, increasing the 
proposed expenditure by £570,000, namely, 
Main Roads Board, £320,000, and Cotton 
Trading Fund, £250,000. It might be well 
tr> explain that the appropriations from Loan 
Fund for the Main Roads Board are paid 
to the credit of the Board's trust fund, and, 
together with the ordinary revenue of the 
Board, form the fund from which the Board's 
expenditure is drawn. The provision of the 
Cotton Fund is for the purchase, ginning, 
and marketing of this year's crop; the fund 
will be reimbursed from the sales. 

LOAN FUND. 
The estimated expenditure from Loan 

Fund during the current year totals 
£4,929,660. The amount is very large, but 
it is considered advisable to push on with 
~''rtain sections of the North Coast Railway 
and bring them to a revenue-producing point 
as early as poosible. 

GoVERNMENT MEMDERS: Hear, hear! 

The THEASURER: Ample provision has . 
also been made for the several railways for the 
eettling of the Burnett, and a sum of £200,000 
has been provided for resumption of land 
in the district . 

It is intended to bring the Workers' Home• 
Act into operation-(Hear, hear !)-and the 
sum of £50,000 has been allotted to provide 
homes for persons who are not in a position 
to find the required margin of security appli
cable to workers' dwellings. 

GovERNMENT MEoTBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: The appropriation for 
thr- Main Roads Board has been increased to 
£200,000. 

GovERN)IENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The TREASURER: Mr. Kirvvan,-I 

move that there be granted to His 1\iajesty, 
for the service of the year 1922-1923, the sum 
of £300 to defray the calary of the aide-de
c}mp to His Excellency the Governor. 

GovERN)IE:KT ME:liBERS: Hear, hear! 
[9.30 p.m.] 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
The Committee obtained leave to sit again 

to-lnDrrow. 

ADJO'CRNMENT. 

The PREMIER : I beg to move
"That the House do now adjourn." 

Hr. VowLES: ·what about the hours of 
sitting to-morrow? Can we not sit from 
2 p.m. till 6 p.m.? 

The PREMIER : In answer to the hon. 
gentle1nan's interjection, I may say that the 
hon. gentleman made a suggestion to me 
smne tlrne ago, und I am sorry that ~ d1d :r:ot 
intimate to him the result of the cons1derat]{)n 
that was given to that suggestion. I should 
haYe done it last week. The matter was con
sidered by the Government, and we con· 
siclued it inadvisable to alter the hours of 
sitting. The business to-morrow will be the 
debate on the Financial Statement. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 9.55 p.m. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 




