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.500 Questions . [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 27 JULY, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, lvlaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

IXDEBTEDXESS TO 'l'HEASl:RY OF ROCKHAMPTON 
HAHBOLH Bo.<HD. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) asked the 
·Treasur~l'-

Re the Rockhampton Harbour Board-

" 1. \Yhat was the total amount of the 
hoard's indeLtedness to the Treasury on 
the 30th J uno, 1921? 

"2. \Yhat additional amount has been 
lent the board from 1st July, 1921, to 
date? 

" 3. (a) \Vhat amount of interest and 
redemption was due by the board during 
0ach of the financial years ended 30t.h 
June, 1919, 30th .June, 1920, 30th June, 
1921? (b) What amounts were actually 
paici during each of those years? 

"4. Concerning the loan of £10,000 
offered or marle to the board recently
(u) ·what conditions regarding repay
ments of interest and redemption attached 
to such loan? (b) Did the board accept 
the loan on such conditions? 

"5. Did he, when a deputation from 
the board ,;~ aited upon him in Rockhamp
ion recently, say or imply that the board 
was i;, a bankrupt State, or words to 
that effect? 

" 6 Is he aware that, notwithstanding 
t!ce apparent hopelessness of the board's 
hnaHcc•. they have just recently reduced 
their wharfage and harbour dues charges 
on nw.vy lines? 

"7. Is ho aware that such action mu~t 
so diminish their revenue as to make it 
more difliwlt or impossible than ever for 
the board to repay its indebtedness to 
the Treasury':" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoc) replied-

" 1. £388,924 14s. 8d. 
" 2. £7.598 1-!s. 9d., exclusive of inter

est; capitalised, £33,620 10s. Sd. 
"3. (u) Exclusive of 12,678 5s. 8d. 

arreftl"s from the previous year, the 
arnounts are-

30th June, 1919 
30th June. 1920 
30th J Lme, 1921 

£ s. d. 
13,434 18 0 
13,676 13 7 
14,271 4 9 

Redemption payments were suspended for 
the period-

(b) 30th June, 1919 
30th June, 1920 
30th June, 1921 

£ 
9,427 
4,616 
5,240 

s. d. 
8 10 
6 9 
5 8 

"4. (a) That redemption payments on 
account of loans to the board be sus
pended for a period of three years ending 
on the 30th June, 1925, during which 
period interest only on such loans is to 
be charged to the board, but no penalty 

to be imposer! should such interest be not 
fulh paid. The hoard to undertake to 
pay to the Treasury the following per
centages of its annual reYenue :-(1) When 
the revenue does not exceed £20,000, 50 
per cent. of such reYenue. (2) When the 
revenue exceeds £20,000 but does not 
exceed £25,000, 50 per cent. of £20,000, 
and 75 per cent. of the amount exceeding 
£20.000 up to £25.000. (3) When th'8 
revenue exceeds £25,000, as in No. 2 
above, plus 100 per cent. of the amount 
in excess of £25.000. The total annual 
payments to the 'l'reasury not to exceed 
the interest due on loans outstanding. 
Any portion of the interest unpaid for 
any half-year during the period to he 
carried forward. (b) Yes. 

" 5. I asked what was the use of ignor
!ng the fact that the board "·as hopelessly 
msolvent. 

"6. I have no information on the 
matter, but will make inquiries. 

" 7. Without full information with 
respect to the reductions stated to have 
been made I cannot offer an opinion; 
but it does not necessarily follow that 
such action would reduce the board's 
revenue." 

\VIRE XETTTNG PcRCHASED BY LANDS DEPARr
:IIE)[T AxD APPLICATIO:\S THEREFOR. 

Mr. PETERSON (.Yormanby\ asked the 
Secretar~· for Public Lands- · ' 

" 1. \Yhat quantity of wire netting ha,; 
beel! purchased by the Lands Department 
dunng the period 1st July, 19l9, to 30th 
June. 1922 ·1 

." 2. How many farmers applied for 
wire netting during the period mentioned 
above? 

"3. What was the quantity applie-d 
for? 

"4. How many application on che 
part of farmers were refused by the 
department? 

" 5. \Vhen does he expect to he able 
to supply further request~?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, TVarrego) replied-

" 1. 364 miles of netting was purchased. 
during this period for distribution .to 
settlers and rabbit boards 

" 2. On account of the prohibitiv·' 
prices ruling for netting, the departme,It 
had no netting available during the 
greater part of the period mentiom?d, 
and, therefore, a list of applications was 
not kept. Applicants \\Ore, however. 
informed that if netting was purchas,,d 
b;r them, the department would assist 
them by advancing a,n amount up LO 
25 per cent. above pro-war prices £or 
netting. Seventeen settlers took advan
tage of this offer, and received advances 
amounting to £1.693. Since .Mav last 
netting has again been supplied to 
settlers. 

"3. See answer to No. 2. 
" 4. Twenty-seven. 

" 5. The matter of the purchase o.f 
further supplies of netting is now under 
consideration.'' 



Redistnbutwn of Seats. [27 JULY.] Redisl1 ibution of Seats. 501 

PERMIT FOR RuNKING CARNIVAL OR LIBERTY 
FAIR AT LOWOOD. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanlcy) a,kcd the Attorney
General-

'" During what period of time wa" ~ 
permit granted to Mr. l\fason to run a 
carnival or Liberty Fair at Lowood?" 

T.he ATTOR:\'EY-GENERAL (Hon. ,J. 
Mullan, Flinders) replied-

" :1\o permit was granted to Mr. Mason 
to run a carniva.l or Liberty fair al 
Lowood." 

CmnroNWEALTH GRANT IN Am oF J\'ATJONAL 
HIGHWAYS FOR RELIEF OF L'NEMPLOYED 
RETURNED SOLDIERS. 

Mr. KERR (Enour1cra), without notice, 
asked the Premier-

" 1. Has he received any confirmation 
of the published staten1ent that the 
Federal Cabinpt have dc6ded to 
make available £250.000 on a £1 for £1 
basjs for national higlnYa\'~ as a mcalE' 
of relieving unemployme~t of returned 
soldiers? 

"2. Owing to the serio11Sness and the 
extent of such unemployment, will he 
?Xpedite the matter so far as Queensland 
1s concerned?'' 

T~e PREMIER (Hon. E. G. T.heodore) 
replied-

" Se far I have no official communica
tion from the Prime Minister on the 
subject." 

vVORKERS' HOMES AO'T AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INI'I'IATION. 

HoN. W. FORGAX SMITH (Mackay): I 
beg to 1nove~ 

. "That the House \vill. at its nC'xt sit~ 
tmg, rosolnl itself into a Committee oi 
the \Vhole to consider of the desirablo
nC'ss of introducing a Bill to amend the 
vVorkcrs' Homes Act of 1919 in certain 
particulars.'' 

Qnostion put and passed. 

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS. 

PROPOSED A~IEl\D}fEXT OF ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 
AcT. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), in mov
ing-

" That in order to prevent further dis· 
franchisement of country districts, it is 
necessary to amend section 7 of the 
Electoral Di~tricts Act of 1910 by repeal· 
mg the word3 ' hut in no case shall such 
quot>t be departed from to a greater 
extent than one-fifth more or one-fifth 
less,' and inserting in lieu thereof 
' Prm·ided that, notwithstanding any: 
thing contained in this section or in the 
last preceding section, electoral districts 

hicn are wholly comprised within the 
bound>tries of cities or towns shall have 
not less than 40 per cent. more electors 
th:w tho5P of elcctora,l districts which 
arc wholly beyond such boundaries, and 
electoral districts which comprise land 
partly within and partly without such 
boundaries s.h>Lll have not less than 25 
per cent. more electors than those of 

electoral districts which are whollv 
beyond such boundaries' "-

said: This motion is intended to remedy an 
injustice \Vhich has been done to prim:1r,,· 
Jlroducers by the present Goycrnmcnt under 
an Act p<\S'•ed by their predecessors. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Passed by a Government oi 
which you were a supporter. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Although that Act 
allows for a 40 per cent. difi'crcnco between 
the number of electors in country electorate; 
and the number in cit:y electorates, advantage 
was taken by the l:tedistributi{)n Commis
sioners to giYe the advantage to the cities. A 
great injustice WelS thereby done to the 
primary producers, which nothing that th~; 
Government have dom' so far has removed. 
The primar~- producers suffered a great deal 
at the hands of the Government in 1915, 1916, 
1917, and 1918, but this wlls the crowning 
iusult to the primary producers, as it prac
tically disfranchised from 20,000 to 24,000 
countrv electors. It did not take the vote 
away from them, but it reduced their repre
sentation in Parliament by four members, 
'-'·hich practically di,franchised them so far 
as their political po,ycr was concerned. 
There is no excuse \vhatever for it, because 
the> Government knew at t,he time that it 
"as difficult to keep people on the land. 
They knew that people were leaving the 
country for th•' cities, and that it required 
every encouragement to induce the people 
to stay on the land. They knew that them 
wae no grea.ter insult they could offer to 
any community than to disfranchise it. We 
had Mr. Sastri, from India, addressing hon. 
members in this Chamber a little while ago 
in regard to the question of enfranchising 
a few hundred Hindus, and the Government 
gave him every consi-deration. But in con
nection with 24,000 of the pi·imary producers, 
who are the ba.ckbone of the country, the 
Government delibt'rately disfranchised them 
i'l order that they might win the next 
election . 
If the Government want to wipe out their 

past actions, I can show them a very easy 
"ay to do it. There are three Bills which 
it will be necessary for them to place on the 
;tatute-book of Queensland, and if they do it 
as l suggest, it will bring prosperity to the 
country and ,.~,tore confidence. It is only 
reasonable that the Government should do 
t.hese things. The first thing I want the 
GoYernn1ent to do is to bring jn a new Elec
toral Districts Act., and in that Act provision 
should be made to give a better quota for 
the country districts than i" given at the 
present time. \Ve could then have a new 
redistribution of seats before another election 
takes place. If the Government will do that, 
they will show repentance for their past 
evil deeds (Opposition i\1C'mbcrs: Hear, 
hear! and laughter.) The sr>cond Bill which 
the Go·, crnmcnt should introduce, if they want 
to win the con (idence of the people of Queens
land, is one to take a .. wav from the Govern
ment the power which they possees at the 
present time to seize citizens' goods. (Opposi
tion Members: Hear, hear!) If they intro
duce that Bill and take a way from the 
Government the power to seize goods belong
ing to any citizen except by purchasing them 
at their full value, it will be a good thing 
for the countrv. The Government should 
also remove a 'blot that now exi.ots on the 
statute-book by re-enfrauchising the country 
districts. vVe want a ne-.•.· Electoral Districts 
Act and another redistribution of seats before 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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the next election, and then justice \vill be 
done to tho CDuntry. The country people will 
then see that the Government are really 
repentant. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They might get another 
term. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PEASE: vYe will get another term 
without that. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTO:.J: If the Government go 
to the country with these blots still existing 
on the statute-book, instead of winning more 
seats as they expect to do-seeing that they 
l1avo eut out four of the couutrv seats-they 
will get less. · 

The ATTORNEY-GExERAL: The hon. member 
for Albert introduced the last Bill for a 
redistribution of sccats. We tried to improve 
it, but you would not help us. 

Mr. BEBBI:\GTO:\': The Government 
·:Jeliberatel:: misused the power given to them 
m that .\et. I say that deliberately. It 
was no accident; it was done purposely. J 
nm _sorry that I cannot do justice to my 
motwn to:day, a,s I am suffering from an 
attack of n;fluenza, and _I shall have to stop 
speal~mg directly. I might, however, show 
the mequahtws between some of the elec
torates. For in~tanco, we ha vo the Brisbane 
electorate with 6,310 electors and DraYton 
with 6,215 electors, although' Drayton 'is a 
<:ountry electorate. Then we have \Yindsor 
\Yith 7,192 electors, Merthyr with 6,902 elec
tors, and Bnranda with 6.720 electors. These 
are all Brisbane ckct orates. In the countrY 
we ha vo J\I urilla with 5.891 electors. Marano~ 
with 5,319 electors, \'l'arrego with 5,034 elec
tors, Gregorv wit.h 4.560 elPdors, and as I 
have alrcad'y stated, Drayton with' 6,'215 
f'lectors. There are something like sixtv odd 
-schools in the Drayton electorate t~-dav 
while in some of the city electorates they 
have only got one schooL 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is a good thing for 
t}w member. 

Mr. BEBDI:\TGTOJ\": In the citv ele<'-
1oratf'", the me111ber ean get up in the ll1orning 
vnd go right through his electorate before 
lunch. Just fancy having 4.560 elector, in 
the Gregory electorate! Then there is 
\\'arngo with 5,034, and here you have the 
<:ity of Brisbane, with onlv 6 310. There 
;, no nec{l to point to anythl'ng fw:·ond these 
figures to demonstrate the injustice done to 
the primary producers. 

Now I shall show how the primary pro
dm·<•rs are treated in Victoria, \Yhich is the 
most prospcrou• State in Australia to-dav. 
\Y0 have _Boroondara, which is a city elc'C
j·orare. WJth 29.974 electors. and Essf'ndon 
with 25,295. On the other hand. we haY' 
country clrctoratPs sueh as Grenvillc W'ith 
·6.287. or lc•ss than one-fourth of those city 
electorates. and Allcnda le with 6.321. In 
Queensland we have gon? to the other extreme 
n nd n1ade> our countrv electorate-. larrrpr than 
th<' cit:: electorates in order that the "Govern
ment mi~·ht g t hack to office. There wa' 
never such a n1i~usc of po"NCr a;;; has been 
t:xerciscd in this r0spcct against the primary 
producc'rs. I regret that mv voice will not 
allow m<> to continue. but f consider that I 
bane shown that injustice has been done. 

Mr. 2'l100RE (.1 ubigny) : I wish t,o second 
the motion, because I consider that a wrong 
principl" has been followed in the redistri
bution of scat'. It has been generally recog
msed throughout Australia right from the 
'beginning that the quota for country districts 

r 3Ir. Bcbbington. 

should be lower than that for city districts. 
In the Electoral Distribution Act which was 
passed in Victoria in 1913 the proportion was 
sixty to a hundred. The people in the cities 
are always iu a better position than those in 
the countrv. There is not in the cities the 
diversity ~f interests which occurs in the 
country, because in the former the interests 
of all the electors are generally the same. A 
member for a country electorate has to 
travel over a large area and make himself 
acquain1 'd with many different industries. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not seem 
to realise that you are criticising the hon. 
member for Albert, who was a member of 
the Government that passed the present Act. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not care. I suppo'·~ 
that, if we read up the speeches of hon. 
members on the other side, we would find 
that they are not now supporting the same 
rn·inciplcs as thcv supported at that time. 
They were opposed to one vote one value at 
that time, but they are not opposed to it to
day. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Read what I said then. 
Mr. MOORE: I do not know what the 

hon. member said: but, at any rate, he vat ·d 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
by his part:-'. We find hon. members on that 
side standing up and advocating one thing 
a nu then yoting for another. \V e want men 
who, when they have principles, are prepar·ed 
to stand up to then1_, and, 1f neces.;ary, come 
O\'Cr here and vote for them. (Government 
interruption.) Apparently, they are merely 
concerned about geLting up and saying some
thing which will enable them to go into the 
electorates and say, "I advocated this." But 
it is the vote that counts. 

The A1'TORNEY-GENERAL: vVe wanted to 
mak·c it a good Act. but your party spoiled it. 

Mr. MOORE : The Act was an absolute 
rnistake. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not our fault. 

Mr. MOORE: It is vour iault. V\'ill anv 
reasonable n1an sav that instruction8 werC 
not giYen tu the C~nnnissioners last vcar as 
to the way in which they were to read that 
Act'! Of course. they were, (Gon>rnment 
interruption.) Certain instructions were 
given to them as to how they were to ea rry 
out the' work they were to do, and they 
carried out those instructions became thev 
thought it would be to the advantag-e of th;, 
Governrncnt. Can anyone say it is a ·wise 
thing to giYe a prcpo11dcrnting influ0nce to 
the~ cities? It should be the object of a 
Govornmf•nt to promote agricultural scttlc
n1cnt; yet we End that four n1orc f'Pats are 
to be given to the city of Brisbane. There is 
no doubt that Brisbano has bpen better 'ervccl 
than the country. The influence of town 
nu:-mbers is greatC'r than it ought to be. y0t 
it is propos<>d to increase that influencL'. \Ve 
surely ought to recognise that what is 
required is to get a greater number of nwm
bers who will unLkrstand tlhc conditions 
appertaining to the country. IIo\Y can you 
expect men \Yho represent the cit0- to under
'tand the conditions exi~ting out in the far 
we~tern countrv? Thev have their con
veniences down· here. ID 1nanv cases in the 
countr~ they have to find tlieir own coii
veniencos-build their own schools. assist in 
providing ar('ornmodation for vot ationa] 
classes, and b<>ar a portion of the co>t of the 
equipment. You never hear of that be1ng 
dono in the towns. \:Ye >V ant to ha VC ~reater 
representation in the country than in the 
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t2~vns .. I think the ~chcme put fonmrd in 
J Ictorw, Is a Yery good one. To">vn elertors 
rtavo easy access to their n1crnl>er. Look at 
tho vast distance-s v;hich countrv n1e1nbcr3 
have to travel to get over tlwir 'clPctoratcs. 
The hon. member for Gn'gory the other dav 
s~1d that 1t takes three month. to gd rour:cl 
hiS electorate. Surely you cannot have ono 
vote one value in an electorate like that! 
Look at the number of l<•tters a countrv mem
ber has to r •ad and write to enable his con
stJtu:nts to keep him familiar with the 'leed.s 
of hJS doctorate. IIe ha to make himself 
familiar with the different industries that are 
car_ricd on. PoP3ibly, in a town electorate
"' hiCh a ll'l("tn(-,·r can gr·t rou11d in a couple 
of hour,;--tlwrc arc onlv two or three dil
fcr~nt industries, and tJ1os€~ pcoplC can tako 
their IDl'In ber oYer thoi r businesses un d shcnv 
~x<~dly ?·!:at thl'Y .require. In the country, 
1t 1~ a u1ffercnt thn1g altogether. \Ye 1J'"(lllt 
~o see the rcprc _;•ntation put on a fair basis, 
oeca use ·-. e drsll'o that the pcopie in the 
country_ shall have an opportunity of putti1w 
the1r Ylcws before their rcprPC•tmtativt._L,, and 
have thrrn n~ 1>rt..sentPd intelligent!:· in this 
Ch~mbc·~· In 1913, Mr. \Yatt, in the Vic
torntn l orhan1lmt. was taxed 1vith lea vino· 
tho introduction of aJrH'ndiug lP_;islation t~ 
the last seosion of the Parliament. This >Yas 
his reply- · 

'' Of course, as hon. men1bcrs 
acquuin_t•cd "ith conc-.htutional principles 
lolO\V, 1f \Ye rearra11g0d districts at an 
early stage, imrnrdiatclv the scheme 
be_came operative and the ·new rolls were 
ahve, we would have been rorr1pellerl 
constitutionally. if >ve followed accented 
pr.acticc, to go at oncp to the cout~t.rv. 
'rhat is the feeling of all sectioE.o of tiw 
fiou~P." 

Ho ncog-niscd that if thcv cffecl0<.l a redis
tribution of seats and had· new rolls printed 
the Government \vou] d hn vc to go to rhL~ 
country an~ sec whether or not the JWoplo 
approved or the actwn wluch the" had taken. 
If this Gon•rnmeut had co!lmltrd the pPoplc, 
thP peoulc \Yould net h'tYe a])])roveJ. of their 
ac:i.on, becausf' the country J)ro~>le rc-:<l''llt thP 
taK1ng a\Yny fron1 thein of four tocnb, a .d 
they rcrDgnisc that the principles actuating 
the Government " ·re not such as make 
fo1· the best interests of Queens] and but 
had .for their object the prolong-ir;g of 
the htc' of tho Govel'lllllcnt. If u fresh rcdis
~ribution_ is made '"-ory time there is an 
Inrl'ca:-e 1n population in the citic-, the tirne 
will come when the countrv will be nrelc
tit.all~v llnrcprP::enb- d. \Ye l;avc too S'T~at a 
congestion of popul:tt1on in the'-' citiL-s 
throughout Au,.,tralit_t t;>-da v. Evervhodv 
rccognis,-; that that i • dur, in~ hrg' nH~asurC. 
to th0 foet that tlJP concliti(Jns m·<· mm·c 
attractivP in the ritiPs and towns ihRn in 
the coudry. Thnt has boon brongbt a bont 
by the fact that the citiPs h~Ye bePn ablP to 
influence action in the direction of 1naki1~g 
thern rnorc a ttracti vn. 

The SECRETAI\Y FOR . \GR!Cl-LTURE: Victoria 
is the worst State of the lot. 

Mr. _:\IOORE: Tho city population m Vic
tona Js greater, conqHuativcly, than in anv 
other Stok in Australia. Tha't is due eimpl-;, 
to the fact that the conditior:s in the cit;· 
have, by lcg'lslation, boPn made more attraC
tive than they are iu the country. That is 
what has happcnud in New South ··wales and 
it is 'Yhat i'3 happcnlug in Queensland. ' The 

•conditions of l<~bour in the city are more 

attractive than thev are in the country, 
simply because the· cities and towns have 
had a prCl)onderating vote in Parliarnent. 
Centralisation has been tlw result of the pre· 
ponderating- influence of the cities. 

The ATTOR~EY-GE~EHAL: Centralisation is 
les-.o acute in Queensland than in any other 
State. 

Mr. MOORE: The Government are going 
to make it more acute in Queensland in their 
endeavour to make conditions still better in 
the city. up to the present it has been less 
acute in Queensland, because in the past we 
have had Go1'crnmcnts who have recognised 
that there should be a fair ratio between 
the country and the towns. \Vhen the redis· 
tribution of s·cats was made before, it was 
endeavoured, as far as possible, to keep a 
fair ratio. 

The ATTORKEY-GENEHAL: I can produce 
fig-ures to show that we have done better in 
'"'ery respect than past Governments. 

Mr. MOORE: Figures cannot prove the 
necessity for wiping- out four country elec
torates. Until the recent redi,tribution of 
H'ats we had four more electorates in the 
< ount.ry than we have to-day. 

The ATTOI\XEY-GE:;ER.\L: That is noL true. 
Thr•?e seats were wiped out under the recent 
redistribution, and three wcro \Yipccl out 
.mder the previous redistribution. 

Mr. :\IOORE: The Government have wiped 
out four country electorate?.. 

The ATTOHNEY-GEKERAL: Be accurat·c. 

:Nlr. :',IOORE: I am accurate. Xo figures 
can disprove that four country electorak3 
have been wip<ld out, and that they have now 
been mcrg·ed iu the towns. The redistribu
tion is not going to be in the best interests 
of Quecnslaml. The Premier has Ftatcd that 
he is going- to make the conditions of farm-ers 
almost as good as the conditions of those 
who live in the city, and that shows where 
the influence has been. That shows the mis
take of applying- the principle of one vote 
mw value to such a State as Queensland. 
To-day we have to settle the large op ·n 
spaces of the State, and we want 1nen to 
represent those space'S. It has been stated 
that those representatives shonld represent 
not cattle and broad acres, but the human 
beings scattered over those large areas, and 
we want to see that they get an adequate 
voice in Parliament. How can that be done 
when the majority of the representation is 
conlinrd to populous centre::-, and representa
tives will endeavour to make the conditions 
j n thos·2 C'f~ntn~<::: more attractive? Such a 
stab' of affairs will act detrimentally to the 
people in the larg-e areas outside. It is a 
grPat n1lstakc that Hny Government, in an 
endeavour to g-ive themselves anoth 'I" lease 
of power. should f:x up the electorates in 
the way that has been ·done. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKERA!.: You are very hard 
on your own Government. 

Mr. MOO RE : I am not r oferring to our 
own Government. It is no good sheltering 
behind what has boon done in tho past. 
'Whatever was done then was most vigorously 
condemned by hon. members opposite; but, 
when they g-et into power and have an oppor
tunity of doing something, instead of getting 
a way from the had principles that they pre
viously condemned, they try to outdo their 
predecessors by making the position worse. 
The speeches delivered by hon, members 

JJ1r 2!1oore.] 
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opposite on that occa~ion can be referred to. 
If they held those opinions then, what has 
made th<>m change their minds so su·ddenly? 
It is to keep this Government in power. Hon. 
members opposite who represent country elec
torates and thought thm that it was a mis
taken policy, would like to-day to see those 
dectoratcJ cut up even more and thus make 
the disproportion even greater. It would be 
fa.r better to go to the country on the old 
rolls rather than on the rolls that have been 
the result of the miserable gerrymandering 
that took place last year. 

[4 p.m.] 
Mr. COLLIXS: It wa.s your friends who 

asked for a Redistribution of Seats Bill. 
Mr. MOORE : There were tremendous 

anomalics in the city proper. One electorate 
had more than twice as manv electors as 
other electorates. There wore aJso anomalies 
in the country; but we did not say that you 
should make the country and town electorate,, 
pqual so fa.r as nuillbcrs are f'Onccrned. 
There was no suggestion of that kind. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Do you say the counb-y 
cleetorates and town electorates are equal? 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member knows 
Jlcrfcet.ly well that the Redistribution of Seats 
Cornn1ission neYf'r went. any,vhere near the 
legal margin they arc allowed under the Act. 
The number of electors in the Brisbane elec
torate is less than the number in the Dravton 
electorate. Surely that shows that a wrong 
principle was adopted. The hon. member for 
Drayton is perfectly right in bringing this 
matte.r forward. He is on!;; voicing the 
opinions of the electors whom he represents, 
because they haYc held meetings and have 
expressed, through tho Press, their strong 
objection to being disfranchised. They recog
nise that under the redistribution of seats 
they are not going to ha vo the opportunity of 
gctt.in!!; their view', placed before this House 
that they have had in the past. The Premier 
will be well advised if he withdraws the 
redistribution altogether and has it dono in 
accordance with the policy he is now endea
vouring to cany out-what he calls an agri
cultural ]lolic;:. Hon. members who represent 
:\""orthcrn constjtucncies n1ust recognise that 
a wrong principle has been adopted. Years 
ago tho rcpresentativcs from these Northern 
constituenciee stated that they did not get 
the justice that was due to them. Why.? 
Simply because they did not have proper 
representation. 

Mr. \VrxsTA"LEY: Simply because there 
wao a Xationalist Government in power. 

:'llr. :'1100RE : In the past hon. members 
haYe talked about Queen --treet Governments. 
That was made possible because there were 
too many members representing city elector
ates. VY e are getting the 'a me thing again 
to-day. Hon. members on the other si-do who 
railed against what they called a Queen street 
Government are now making it possible to 
have a Queen street Government again. 
Surely there is no consistency in that. When 
they haYe an opportunity of making a redis
tribution of seats, we want to see them make 
it in accordance with j he views thev have 
expre'Sed in the past; but .. instead of doing 
that, they have made a redistribution in such 
a way that they will get a political advan
tag-e, and the country districts are going to 
suffer. I ant sure hon. members who repre
sent country electorates know the conditions 
under which tho people live, and know the 
numerous requests that are made to members 
representing country electorates, while the 

[Mj·. JJJoore. 

people living in the towns do n?t ~nderstand 
the conditions of the country d•stncts at all. 
A country member ha~ to repre.sent many 
industries and is contmually gomp; to the 
different :department... to rectify griPvance' .. 
and rr1embers repre-,ent.ing town electorates 
have nothing like the same amoun~ of wo.rk 
to do. They may haYc a few mdustrJal 
mattprs to look after. but that is all. If the 
countrv electorate' are going to be of a 
huge size, it will lw utterly impossible for 
the> members to get in touch with their elec
tor" in the outside parts. It must be recog
niscd tha.t in a huge State like Queensland we 
haYe a llmited number of rnembers in corn
[Htri~on tG the size of the State .. Victoria is 
a small State, compared to Queensland, and 
'ou find the same objection there to reduc
ing the numbel' of country 1nernbers. 

Mr. \YrxsT.\"LEY: You say there are too 
many members here. 

:Mr. MOORE: VITe want a reduction of 
member,; hero, but we want it brought about 
in such a way that the preponderance of 
Yoting will be with the country. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: You asked fm a 
reduction of half the present number of 
n1embers. 

Mr. MOORE: Nobody asked for a reduc
tion of half the number.. but the Government 
are making the position harder· by givinf_i 
greater representation to the city. Take ~hP 
electoral district of Gregory to-day, whrch 
"'"'s ri<'ht down to the South Australian 
borriPr "and St)O how difficult it is for the 
r"Pmb,:r representing that electorate t? 1\"et 
a 11 round his district ; yet the Comm•sswn 
endeavoured to provide the same number of 
electors in that electorate as for the electorat 
district of Brisbane. The Premier should 
recognise the position. We. will certainly 
recognise it the fir•t opportumty we >;et ... <;nd 
we will make it possible for the people hvmg 
in the outside districts to have a better 
opportunity of having their views expressed 
in this ChambN than they have at the pre
sc•nt ti-me. The Attorney-General may smile. 
bnt I do not think hon. members on the 
GovernmenJ benches feel too comfortable. 
a11d probably it will not. be very long beft:;re 
members on this s1de have an opportumty 
of bringing in a Redistribution of Seats 
Bill and putting the electorates on a proper 
basis. I second the motion, because I recog
nise that a great injustice has been done .. <:nd 
th>tt the people in the country arc not gmng 
to get the representation they should have. 

Mr. CATTERMULL,(Jiusgrare): Althou10h 
I do not altogether agree with t~e way m 
which the motion is worded, certamly some
thing should be done to see that the country 
interests arc better looked after than they 
arc at present. 'rhe Redistribution of Seats 
Commission which was appointed bv tlH' 
Government did not carrY out the spirit of 
the Act. There are th;·ee principles laid 
down in tho Act : community of interest. 
nlt~ans of ·Communication. and natural boun
rlMies. I sa:.' ,,ithout hesitation that the 
Commissioners did not carry out the spirit of 
the Act in accordarcc with those principles. 
Some of the electorates have been made most 
unwieldlv, and it is almost impossible to get 
round them. Thev have taken small dis
tricts ad joining different towns and placed 
them in 'countrv electorat<";, and they have 
taken districts from country electorates and' 
put them in town electorates. I do not 
know whether the Commission got instruc
tions from the Government to do that or not, 
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L·.t· it seems very much like it. The Govern
ment profess to be the friends of the farmers, 
yet it appears that they deliberately gave 
instructions to the Commissioners to cut out 
four country electorates and give more lepre
sentation to th:_· to\vns. 

The ATTORKEY·GENERAL: That is absolutely 
incorrect. 

:Mr. CATTERMULL: T.hat is the only 
conclusion any reasonable Illi:l.fl can come to 
when he soo' the divisions which have been 
rnado. 

The A1'TORKEY-GEKERAL: Did you not expect 
the Musgravo to go before it ''as actually 
wiped out Y 

:\1r. CATTERMGLL: Had the 2\Iusgravc 
still been held bv Labour it would never 
ha.ve boon cut oui. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear 1 

Mr. CATTERMULL: I wouJ.d advocat•J 
a different system to what we have to-day 
i.n regard to country representation. r_rhern 
should bo cit\T areas, suburban areas, a,nd 
country areas~city areas having a voting 
strength of 20,000, suburban areas 10,000, 
and country areas 5,000. I believe t.hat by 
that method you would got better reprcsenta· 
tion. You could also, under that system, 
reduce the present number of members from 
sevent,·-two to frfty. vVe were promised 
when we went into fed0ration that a reduc
tion of members would be ono of the first 
things done, and yet we find that it ha.s 
never been brought about. I venture to sa 0• 

that on the lines I have lnid down the coun
try areas would have better representation 
than they have to-day. As the hon. member 
for Aubigny said, if we go on passing legis
lation as we are doing, it will be ver:,· harm
ful. The people are lc:tving the land anrl 
flocking to the towns. and the whole of the 
representation. in thl~ Parliament will 
shortly corn" from the big towns and eitieo, 
anrl the mc>n on the lqnrJ will be disfran
chised. I think that if something was done 
on the lines I have indicated. we would ail 
bo better served and the interests of the 
country would be bc'tler protect; d. People, 
ar•J leaving the land to-day and coming into 
the to•vns and cities owing to the better 
<:onditlcns and the higher rnks of wages 
v hi eh obtain thero. Farmers have loft thcrr 
farms been us0 thev h avo not b<>en able to 
get the cojt. of production rPducod. and h:we 
i-omo into the cities to got work. They also 
('ome because they h<tvo :1ot g-ot proper repro
sC'ntation in tho countrv. rrhe Governm''Dl! 
have not don0 what th0" shonld have done 
for them. That rcmark is applicable. not 
only to the pr,·sent Government, bnt to other 
Govcrnmonts as v ell: but w<' should try to 
n'mody that position as soon as we c<tn, and 
elicounge th0 fa.rmers to romain on the land 
b,v givi~'lg" thern prop0r representation i_n 
Parliament so that they can have thell' 
want, attended to. 

l\fr. 1\fORGAN' (Mvrillrr): I was one -:>f 
tho'.e ho. when the Electoral Districts Act 
wa pasocd in 1910, predicted what would 
happen. 

The ATTORI\'EY-GE:-IERAL: Yes; and you 
also votr'd fl rra.inst <t -wider margin being 
allowed for the country. 

Mr. l\IORGAN: I practically said that we 
shonld not have D margin at all. 

The .. \TTORNEY-GENERAL: But you oppos·cd 
tht' one-third margin as against one-fifth. 

2\Ir. MORGAN: I mid that the time would 
come when the number of seats in the coun
try would eventually be reduced and the 
cities and towns would have greater repre
sentation under that measure. I took as an 
i!luBtration what had happened in Victori"' 
under a measure of this description. For
tunately, in that State they foresaw the 
result, <Lnd now in Victoria some of the 
electorates have 30,000 voters, while others 
have as low as 6,000 or 7,000. 

Nl:r. COLLI~S: Whore are the 6,000 voters? 
In country electorates? 

Mr. MORGAN: In country electorates 
where' tho nopulation is sma.!l. In certain 
electorates where thoro is a large town they 
may have 14,000 voters. There. are practi~
ally four times as man:y voters m large crty 
ekctoratcs as there are m country electorates. 
When the Bill of 1910 was going through, 
I remember that there was a great fight put 
up by hon. members. As a party man, . I 
might have pledged my support to a. B1ll 
allowin~ a margin of 30 per cent. above or 
below the quota; but I would remind. ~he 
hon. nH mbor that there was no provi~JOn 
for any margin at all, and I fought agamsr 
that. The point I want to make ls tha~ ~he 
Commissioners who were recently appomte·d 
have not done their duty in that. respect. 
'f.he .\et provides that the Commrss11_mers, If 
thev so desired, should allow for a d1lieren:e 
of 4o per cent. in the number of Yoters 111 

electorates like the city of Brisbane and 
tlrt> electorate represented by the hon. 
n1en1ber for Urrgory. Grrgor~· IS the largoflt 
and mo,J sparsely populatf'd electo.rate Ill 

Qneens]dnd. yet we rind the _margm very 
small in comparison to \Yhat It should be. 
\V c' also find diecrcpancies in rega_rd to ot.her 
cr,untrv 0leetoratcs. Can the .M1mster JUS

tifv th'e fact that Brisbane lms 6.310 electors, 
while Carnarvon has 6,571 elector,? Thoro 
ere over 200 electors more in Carnarvon 
thnn in the city of Brisbane, where the 
population js ~o dense. 

: 1Ir. CoLLTKS : \Vhat is the size of Carnar
von? 

;\h. C\IORGAN: It is a very large ~ountry 
electorate, v:ith an a.rea, I should thmk, of 
10.000 or 12,000 square milec. l\:1y o_wn 
elrctoratr has an area of something hke 
18.000 or 20,000 square miles. The electorate 
of Brisbane has an area of not more than 1 
square n1ilo. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: One electoral.e 
rcpro··entcxl b:· an hon. munr·•r on thls 
side of the House represents more of Queens
land than all tho electorate•, represented by 
hon. members opposite. 

Mr. MORGAN: Then there are other 
anomalies. Toowoomba, which is 100 _mllr;s 
from the scat of government, and whwh 1s 
what may be called a country cit,v, has 6,930 
elcdors, or 600 more than Bnsbano. In 
.\lbert-which is a countrv electorate-ther:' 
are 6,691 voters on the roll. Then, there IS 

a.r,other anomaly, which shows !hat t~e Com· 
mi ssioners were not thorough m tholl' work 
in ree.podt of country electorates. Take 
Murilla, which is the sixth largest electorate 
in Queensland. There 1s no large town m 
Mnrilla, and there are 5,891 voters on ~he 
roll; while the .Maranoa electorate, wh1eb 
contains the large town of Roma, has only 
5,319 voters. 

The PRE;\IIER : There has been practically 
n., progress in Muri!la since 1909. 

JJ1r . .Morgan.] 
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l\lr. MORGA:'\: The hon. gentlonJaJr has 
evidentlv not kept in touch with any part 
of QuccJlsland other than his own c!PctoratC'. 
The fir.,t timP I stood fol' 1\lurilla, in 19·J9, 
tlwrc were 1.300 voters on the rolL and tho 
number increased from 1,300 to ov<•r 6,000 at 
the last election. 

The PRE:IIIER: You have made more pro
gress under the Labour Administn,tiDn. 

Mr. MORGAN: My majority at the lir't 
election was onlv 82, but it was over 700 the 
last time I stood. The point I wish to 
make is that the countrv electorates arc not 
properly redistributod. · Maranoa ha th<• 
large town of Roma in the centre, whereas 
Mm·illa has a number of small towm, yet the 
Commi•,ioners decided to put more voters into 
the Murilla electorate, which has an area of 
20,000 squaro miles, and which extends 350 
miles from Goondiwindi in the south right 
to the northcmmost portion of it as the crow 
flic·. V\'lw should th" 2\lnri!la clcrtomtc• 
base mora' Yotf'r:;:; in it than thr: }:I:q·aroa? 
rrhcn in regard to the number of schools, I 
think I hold the record, LccctU'.C there arc 
more schools in the Mnrilh nlcctoratP th"n 
in any othr:r electorate in Qnccn.Jand. 

:\fr. CL \YTON: Ko; I beat you. 

:\'lr. MOHGA:\": No: vou lose bv two 
scboDl~. rrhcn• arP 'qOvcn(v-eight sch0.ols iu 
thc Murilla electorate. 

The PRE~IIER: There was a great increase 
umlcr this Gon>rr,ment. 

J\Ir. 2\IORGA~: No. Some of tht' schools 
\YerP clospd up under this Government. 
Although there aro seventy-eight State 
schools in the Mm·i!la electorate, I have been 
informed that there are on" or two olec
toratcs in the Brisbane area v:hieh do not 
contain one Statr- E·whool. At any ratP. l 
was told that hy an hon. member. 

Mr. KmwA;o.;: ·which electorate is it'! 

:Mr. BRAND: Yours. 

~\lr. K1RWAK: It is not mine, bccau .e 
have more than one State schDol. 

:VIr. MORGA::'-J: The Commis,ionc'rs did 
not take the .\et fullv i11to consideration at 
all, because, if they 'had, they would have 
provide-d for '!'ore electors in the city of 
Bnsbanc than 1n any other clcc!Dratc. It is 
generally cousidercd that 13risbanc is the 
most populous plau' in Queensland; there
fore the maximum number of voters should 
bo in the Bri"chane electorate. It '}i·as also 
thought that Gregory would have the mini
mum uumher. Anvone v<Juld think that 
there would be 4.0 per cont. dif!orcncc 
be1wccn the number of electors in Bri.;bnne 
and the\ 11u1nber of electors in Grc·f!..·orv, but 
surh is not the case. It wa, thmw;ht thot a 
margin of 40 per ct•nt. would bo a ilowed for 
in the raso of a big country elef'toratc like 
Greg·ory. and that in other country clc•c
torah•, the nwr•cin would be 30 per cent .. 20 
per c.~nt., and 10 per cont., according to the 
partjcnlar locality. I rnentioned just now 
that the elcdDrato; of Carnarvon and Alb<•rt. 
both country electorates, ha vc each a greater 
number of ,,lectors than the cit. of Brisbane. 
'l'hat ehows that the presc•nt Government a re 
pandering to the city interests und to the 
Queen street interc ... ts, and the p<'oplc living 
in the country djstricts are not getting the 
parliamentary .. representatiDn they are <mtitled 
to. I have here the "Hansard" for 1910, 
when the Electoral Districts Dill was passed. 

[Mr. JJiorgan. 

On that occasion Mr. Hamilton, who repre
sented Grpo·orv, said-

" I:-Ie t>a[;r-eed v.-ith other mo'~lbcrs that 
this was not a Bill to make ]J.tter rcpre
sPntation in Parlian1cnt; lt "Y<l:" a Bill 
which \Yas going to conc~ntratc all p~)li
tical pDwer within a radms of 100 m1les 
of Brisbane." 

::\'otwithstandirw that the Bill provided for 
a n1ar\Tin of 40°per cent., :\1r. l-Iam1lton \vas 
of opi~ion that it -was goillg to _concentrate 
all the political power around Bnsbanc. 

Mr. \Yr:o~STANLEY: And yet ;yDLl voted fur 
that Bill. 

Mr. MORGA:\: Whut Mr. Hamilton said 
on that ocrasion J.B qulto cor·rcrt. J\ir. 
Land, the hon. n1Pn1ber for I3alonne. also 
represented a country_ clt...dorat9. aud, speak
inn' on the !:'lino occasHJll, he saHJ--

o "lie "·oukl like t.a rcnr;nd Govcrll-
111('nt supporters--and espcciall~· the 
Queen street mnportcrs~--thnt. 

1 
by crPat

ina- n1orc cr-nt.rallsnhon 1n Brn 1a11r• than 
thZrc had been in the p;tist. P1cy \YE'l:e· 
only rutt-ing the ground fro1n un<?Pr thc~r 
foct-in fact. they were only cuttmg then 
own throats." 

That flwwcd that the hon. moml"or ;c'co·~
nised that 0wn m tbe BJ!l Jl"""'d :n.19_0 the 
country districts \Y01'1::. n.at rcc~Iv1n:; fan 
trcabn,cnt. '\Vhat I clain1 DO\'\- lS not that 
the Aet pa>."ed in 1910 '""~ \nong, but that 
the Com111is ioncn have not allowed the 
1nargin th0y shoHld have done. 

Th0 ATTORl\EY-GENERAL: You admit that 
t.ho Commicc_imwrs did better than any other 
Co1nn1if'isioncrs '? 

Mr. ~IORGA::\': Certainly not. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Yes. You have not 
read the figures. 

Mr. MORGAN: When the ftrst _re?-istri
bution took place in 1911 the. Comm>Rswncrs 
"ho were appointed recogmsed what was 
laid down in the Act, an.d they allowed a 
n1argin of 40 per cent. 1 n .s?me cases as 
between the large city of Bnsoane and the 
countrv. Then they continue·d that n1arg1n 
right down to 10 per c--nt. for the suburban 
areas. If the Commissioners had done that 
last Year, as they were supposed to ·?o under 
the Act, it would have been all .n.ght. In 
1910 both sides were in favour of _giv~ng more 
representation to the country_ ch;;triCts, and 
even the Labonr party were m fa_vour o~ a 
larger proportion of representatwr; bemg 
given to the country. Had the Comr;11Ss1oner~ 
acted in accor·dancc w1th the sp1nt. of the 
c\ct we would not hav the anomahes that 
~xi~t to-da~v, and I ·w·ould hnv:e no reason to 
get up and point out that Bnsbane does n~t 
contain t.hc largest number of voters. The1e 
arc country electorates 100 miles or more from 
Brisbane 'that ha\? a greater number of 
voters than the city of Brisbane, wh?ro the 
seat of Government is sit';la~ed. That 1s proof 
pO'·itive t.hat the Comm1sswncr" d1d not do 
their duty. I have a.lreadv compared 
Maranoa and 2\Iurilla to .how th:ct. the Com
missioners did not. carry out the spll'lt of the 
Act. \VhY should there be more voters :n 
Murilla than l\Iaranoa, which has the b1g 
town of Roma in it? 

Mr. WrNSTANLEY: Is there no important 
town in Murilla' 

Mr. MORGA::'-J: There are several im
portant towns in Murilla, but they arc small. 
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Goondiwincli i''. the largest. There may be 
tC'n or twelve llllllOrtant litt1o tcn~·ns. 

:Vlr. \VrNSTAl\'LEY: \Vhv should YOU not have 
more electors then? " " 

. Me. MORGAN: The important little towns 
1n Munlla arc spread over quite a large area. 
9oondiwi_ndi is the largest. I am doubtful 
1f there 1s a town in my electorate with a 
population of more than 600 or 700 people. I 
also notJcc that the hon. member for Mitchell 
sp?k~ in 1910. .\ccording to " Hansard," 
th1s 1s what the hon. member said on that 
eOccasion-

" Claus" 2 of the Bill wiped out the 
Electoral Districts Acts of 1887 and 1892. 
As had already been stated, the Bill 
:vould undoubtedly centralise the power 
111 and around Brisbane, and under the 
system of one vote one value it was pretty 
hard to get away from that." 

The hon. member for Mitchell recorrnised 
that under that system it would be prottv 
dlfficult to get awav from the state of affair's 
he mentioned. If· there is one thin"' more 
than a1:othe1: which is likely to brin; about 
separatJon, 1t 1s the fact that the countrv 
people living far mvay from the seat o-f 
Gove_rnn~ent are not getting fair representa
twn 111 l arhamenl:. That argument has been 
used by other hon. members. There is a 
movement in Central and :\'orthern Queens
!and at the present time to divide Queensland 
mto thrc"' States, owing to the actions of 
what are termed Queen-street Governments. 
It has often been said that Brisbane has more 
representation than it is entitled to. Although 
that pa~t10ular questwn 1s rmt under dis
,cusswn JUst n?w, I have always voted in 
favour of cuttmg Queensland up into three 
States. I am also in favour "f it at the 
present moment. I am of t,he F·ame opinion 
,now as I was y~ars ag_o--:that, BD long as 
Queensland remams as 1t 1s at pre,ent, we 
Bhall, npv, r get th? pricldy:pear destroyed; 
but, If Queensland IS cut up 111to three States, 
there wdl be some chance of dealing with 
,that )Wst. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

J\<Ir. MORGA::\': I shall connect mv 
cromarks with the motion. If Qupensland haZJ 
been cut 11p mto three StateB, the Central 
and the :\orthern Gm·ernments would have 
known the dang-er of prickly-pear, and thcv 
;Hmld hav·e taken steps to prevent it sprcacf
mg any further, The motion calls for the 
support of country mmnbcrs on both sides of 
tho Hcmse. It may not appeal to city people, 

There may be something in the 
[4.30 p,m.] argmncnt of the man who savs 

" \Yhy should one pcr-,on in th~ 
countr_~.· have rnore say in the govcrnn1cnt of 
th? rountry than ono person in tho citv ?" It 
1mght be argaed that. in proportion, the 
p_eople of the Gregory have two representa
tiVes to the one representative of the people of 
Bnsbane, but that prmc1ple has been followed 
thro~ghout Amtralia. It has been observed 
m V 10tona from its inception. The producer 
there. has had a better " spin" owing to the 
fact that he has had more representation than 
the man in the city and suburbs because he 
has had less taxation and has i~ every way 
been able to make a' greater succe .. ;s on the 
l<md than the man in a similar occupation 
m any other part of Australia. There is no 
Jer!ymg t~e fact that the producers of Vie. 
tona, taklng them by and large, are better 
·off and have better opportunities of making 

a success of their calling than those in other 
States. 

Mr. \YIXSTA);LEY: Then why do people 
loave Victoeiil to come to other States? 

Mr. MORGA::-.!: They leave to "'O wlwre 
they can have larger a1:cas. We h;ve a bi" 
scope in Queensland, and there is mor~ 
mducement in a young country like Queens
land than there is in a closely settled small 
State like Victoria. Why do people leave 
Great Britain? \Vhat induced me to come 
to Queensland? It was the fact that I could 
get hold of a large are11 here. I was ambi
tious; I had a 0 oung- famil:v coming on. and 
I knew that here I would find a "H'1ter 
opportunity for them to get hold of ]~ne!, if 
they so desired, than in Victoria. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Yir. MORGA"": I hope the motion will be 
carried, and that we shall have the support 
of the hon. member for Bowen and oth<r 
Countrv n1e1nbcrs. I an1 sure the hon. rnPnl
bor for' Bowen is only waiting for the oppor
tunity to get up and say he will vote for this 
important peopo,,,a l. It is not a partv que,. 
tion in anv hn.De or forn1. I kno~v that 
Bowcn has, lhs than 5.000 electors, and that 
the l\lurilla has a great many more. Rowen 
i~ on(' of the most promising clcctorutcs in 
Quce11sland. Thcv have a fine irrigation 
~chPrnc. at J they Ure going to ha Ye steCl and 
lrO!l \YOl'kS. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And they have coal· 
n1ine;;;. 

Mr. :VIORGA::\': I do not know why the 
Commis:,.,ionPrs considered I3o,vcn of less 
importance than ::V1urilla, though ~Iurilla has 
]War from one end to the other. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. COLLIKS (Rowen): I hav-e listened 
carefully to the debate as far as it has gone; 
but it does not follow, as some hon, members 
would argue, that "hat suits one State 
should suit eYerv other Australian State. 
The hon. membPi· for Murilla said that in 
Victoria country electorates bad 7,000 electors, 
and citv electore.tcs had 30,000. \Vhat is the 
position in Victmia? In spite of that pro
portionately great representation of countrv 
c\istrictts, \VC find, according to " l{nibbs," 
that 50,5 per cent. of Victoria's population 
is in Melbourne. showing that the drift in 
that State has been to the citic,s. In Vic
toria, bceides :VIelbourne, we fllld big cities 
like Geelong, Ballarat, Bencligo, and other 
fairlv- large town~. whereas. if the hon, mem
ber ;,,as logical. the increase in popnlation 
in the countrv districh ought to b8 greater 
than that in the cities. In our own State, on 
the other· hand, 1vith this \V rang rcdi~tribu
tion of seats, as claimed bv the Opposition
which, by the way, was piloted through this 
Ij:ouse in 1910 by the hon, member for Albert, 
who made several speeches in its defence
one would naturally think that the tendency 
would be to drift towards the city of 
Brisbane. But we find that only 27.75 per 
cent. of our population is in the metropolitan 
area. 

Mr. MORGAN: \Vc have three important 
centres in Queensland. 

Mr. COLLil\'S: Of course we have. What 
I am trying to prove is that the electoral 
system of a State is not responsible for the 
condition of the State. On taking up the 
Canadian "Annual Rcviuw"-,vhich I shalJ 
have occasion to quota in 'lnothn debate-I 
find that the same growH> of the cities is 

1ir. Collins.] 
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taking place in Canada. You cannot blame 
th~ electoral system for that result. The 
hon. member for :\iurilla said that the clc<::
torate I represent has a slw:t!l numbPr of 
electors, but it is tho qn<Jta allowed by the 
Act of 1910, which the hon. member' su;J
ported. There is nothing wrong about my 
quota. Before the redistribution took place, 
I had the honour to reprbent more electoro 
than any other man from North Queensland. 
There were 7,446 electors on my roll, and it 
was reduced to 4.836. At the present monwnt 
I have 5, 000 electors on the roll, showing the 
·,, onderful gwwth of the district and the wis
dom of the Comn1issioners in rec<Jgnising that 
it ie a growing district. ·when I was 
returned in 1915-, there were a little over 
5,000 e!Fctors on the roll, and the figures 
before the redistribution and those I have 
just given >how the wonderful growth 
of the electorate during- the period I 
ha vc ha cl the houour to rcprL'scnt it. In the 
first redistributi')ll und,,r the Ad of 1910, 
:'-iorth Queensland loot two seuts-.Carpon
taria <tnd Croydon. That was undPr the 
scheme of rc-dietribution of the Dcnham Go
Y('rnmcnt, of "\Yhich tbe hon. 1ncn1hcr for 
Albert Yms IIome Secrctarv. Is not ~orth 
Queemland a country part ;_,£ tho State'? If 
it is. and if th0 hon. rrwmbC'r 'V('rP logical, 
::--Jorth QLwenslancl should lHtYe greater repre
sentation than any other part of the State, 
1Jcrau~ c of its long distanc0s from the seat o£ 
Governn1cnt. Under the rPdistribution V\hich 
took place the otlwr day. ::\'orth Queensland 
has not lost a singl0 seat. which >haws the 
growth of North Qu<'onsland. Tlw ho11. 
member shoul-d know that no part of Queens
land has grown so ntpidly as the Hr-rbert 
Federal electorate. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Sonth would not have 
lost anv seats if the Commission0rs had 
treated "it in the same way as the North. 

Mr. COLLI='-'S: Anyone who studies the 
growth of modern democracy must know that 
dernocracy, as a rule, comes from the cities. 
The Act provides for an electorate strength 
of on2-ftfth more or kss than the quota, and 
we in the country districts are representing 
one-fifth less, and I do not think there is a 
great deal to complain about. '!'he Country 
part_,,· are in a very bad position. I believe 
one of their planks aims at a L'cluction in 
the number of members of Parliament to fiftv. 
If they brought about that r0duction, wouid 
it not follow that the country districts would 
have lc"·R rcprec·cntation in this Chamber? 
The Attornev-General, who has the electoral 
machinery under his control. has pointed out 
that the hem. member for G"regory represents 
a large"· ar('a than is represented by the whole 
of the Oppo ,ition put together. Let us assume 
that their idea was carried out and that 
we had fiftv members of Parliament. The 
nfltural result would be that the country 
would have less representation, unless the 
reduction was made on the lines suggested 
by the hon. member for Murilla-that the 
city electorates should contain 30,000 electors 
and the country electorates 7,000. But that 
would not be representation of the people; it 
would be repre,entation of t1 'E'S, sheep, cattle, 
and so forth. I am as sound on this question 
ac I w 1.s in 1910. I think there is not much 
room for complaint in the redistribution of 
seats which has taken place. '!'he grow-th 
in our metropolitan area is no greater than 
that .,-hich has taken place in other parts 
of tho Commonwealth. Take South Australia, 
which ha,s produced a. Premier who holds 

[Mr. Collins. 

ideals about populating the northern part of 
Australia with black labour. Adelaide, the 
capital, contains 51.50 per cent. of the total 
population of South Australia. In that 
respect it is the worst Rtate in the Common
wealth, as it has more than half its people 
congreg·atocl in one centre. I do not know 
what their electoral system is; but, consider
ing they are governed by men who hold views 
similar to those of hon. gentlemen opposite, 
l have no doubt that the country parts have 
greater repre,entation than the city. Yet 
that has not stopped the growth of the city. 
Cities are growing all the world over, as the 
result of modern conditions. Th~ man on the 
land to-day, with modern machinery, can 
produce, with less effort, much more than 
he could in past clays. '!'he r0sult i., that 
the cities ar'' growing. I think they w!ll 
continue to grow until we have a change In 

th:' whole social system. An alteration in the 
elcc·toral law or oven a redistribution of seats 
will not alter it. Hon. members opposite 
ought to be consistent. They beliPve .in 
reducing the number" of members of Parlm
ment. Surely the~ ought to know that it 
will mean larger electoral districts in thf' 
country. They ought to realise that the man 
in the cit:,· who is doing us0ful work has a. 
right to as rnuch repre;:. ·ntation as the rnan 
in the countrv who is doing useful work. 
Society has "said to the people living in the 
citv that thev should manufacture implements 
and so fortli' for the man on the land. Let 
hon. members, then, blame society, and not 
the individuals who are forced, under the 
present conditions of society, to live in the 
city and work under conditions which are 
not ideal. While I believo that tlie country 
should have proper representation, I do not 
srty it should have overwl'Jclming represen
tation. 

1\Tr. EnWARDS: Did you support the Premier 
ln his n:cluction of wag0s? 

:VIr. COLLI:"!S : I would be pulled up by 
the Speaker if I wPre to att0mpt to dC'al with 
that qnc>stion. If the hon. member's party 
YYere in power, not only would they rod~ce 
wagco, but thev wou:d a holish the Inclustnal 
Arliitration Cc;urt, amnnd the Trades Union 
Act. and have a vig-orous policy of immi
g-ration: and we would be back to " six 9ob 
a dav." (Interruption.) I do not thmk 
there· is much to complain about in the 
redistribution which has taken place. 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR (Windsor): The big question 
IJehiud this motion is whether we stand for 
enfranchisement or disfranchisem nnt of the 
people. I cannot, S('O my way to support the
motion, because I do not think it is in the 
lwst interests of the State or of the people 
0 rwrallv. I am quite at a loss to understand 
the attitncle of tlw mover of the motion and' 
some of tho.-o who have spoken, when they 
toll us that the present ,,·stem practically 
means that the countrv districts shall not 
hnve proper r presentation in this Parliament. 
\Yhat arc the fact-' with regard to th~s 
Parliameut? There are elected to th1s 
Chamber seventv-two members, of whom fort)
six rc'present c;_,untry electorates. Where .is 
the injustice? ·whore are the country ~ls
ti·icts b?ing- penalised by the representat,JOn 
which the citv has'! We have heard a good 
deal about ;vhat is called " Queen-street 
government." and the -domination of the who]e 
State bv metropolitan interests. That 1s 
only a poan·ot cry. If you go through the list 
of members, you will find that what I have, 
stated is correct, 
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Mr. EDWARDS: You must take into con
sideration the fact that four country seats 
are being wiped out. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not referring to future 
Parliaments. In my figures I have included 
some men who really r·cpresent city interests 
-surh as To1.vnsvillc, Rockha1npton, Gympie, 
and Bundaberg, so I have tr·ied to be as 
fair as I could in making the comparison. 
That proportion must continue until the popu
lat.ion in the country districts grows more 
rapidly than it has done during the last 
fifteen or twenty years. I take it that Govern· 
ments arc not out to do a manifest injustice. 
Some mistakes may have been made in the 
boundaries that have boon llxed. I hav·' no 
·doubt that, if my electorate had been cut 
out. I should have said that the Commissioners 
had done a ;nong thing. (Laughter.) I do 
not find fault with those who sav that the 
Commissioners have not been fa'lr in that 
respect. But the country interests of Queens
land have been, and will be, preserved by the 
Parliaments of Que"nsland; no matter what 
Government may be in power, they must 
look aft.er the country interesrs if they desire 
to Sl'(' the State dcv.lop. As the hon. member 
for Bo\\·en has poinh•d out., thoro always has 
been, and there al \vays 'vill be, an aggrega
tion Df people in the citie-s. 'What do we find 
in regard to our railway systmn, so far as 
,country interests are concen1ed? 

Mr. l'ETERSON: Where would your cities be 
without the country districts? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Nearly £50,000,000 have 
been spent on the railways, and of that sum 
.£10,000,000 would probably r,present the 
total amount that has been spent in the 
metropolitan area. 

Mr. PETERSON: That is a weak argument. 

!\fr. TAYLOR: The hon. member may 
c~ll it a weak argument, but I call it a 
strong argument. '.rhe count!~y has not suf
fered on accour:t of what ha'> been called 
in this Chamber " Queen Etreet influence" 
,or '· Queen street government." 'rhe capital 
is thE' scat of government, and in carrying 
on t.he adrninistrative and executive work 
of Parliam~nt expensive buildings have hac\ 
tQ Le 0rcded. Throughout Queensland 
schools have been erected, and before feder
ation post offices and a number of other 
public buildings had to be erected. The 
country has had a fair chance, and has 
receiYed a fair proportion of the expendi
ture of public money in years gone by. No 
man, whether hio sha"C!e of politics be Labom·, 
National, or Country party, will come into 
thi' Chamber and say that he wishes to se.c 
the country suffer at the expense of the 
tcwn. We all come here to act as far as 
possible in the interests of the whole State. 
and, notwithstanding any inequalities that 
may have been cr<>a led bv the recent redis
tribution of SPats, I certainly think that tho 
country has not much to complain abo11t 
If a reduction in the number of members did 
take place-! would be in favour of a reduc
tion--we would find hon. members complain
ing about the size of their electorates. Some 
of- the electorates are tremnndously large, 
and it is a difficult and expensive matter 
for a mom ber repre,,enting" one of tho"' 
electorates to cover hir' territory. It means 
a large expenditure of time and monev. If 
we arc going to reduce the number of mern
bero in this House, and follow the sugges
tion made this a ftcrnoon by one hon. 
member. the citv electorates would embrace 

· 20.000 electors ~nd the country electorate> 

would embra.ce 5,000 electors. I do not 
stand for that. I do not stand for the whole
sale disfranchisement of people like that. 
I consider that the quota under which this 
Parliament w~s elected has been a fair 
quota, and has given the country districts 
the fair representation which they deserve 
a.nd which they ought to have in this Cham
ber. \Vc ho.ve heard a good deal about one 
vote one value. That has always been con
ceded, and the country has had speciai 
advantages given to it in that particuhu 
regard. r:rhcir representation at present, 
compared with representatives of city elec
torates, is forty-oix to twenty-six, and I 
dC> not ihink thcv ha vo verv much to corn
plain about. That ratio will continue for 
quite a long time. 

Mr. ED\VARDS (;Yanrzngo): I have much 
plc·asure in supporting the motion. In da: > 
gone by the countrv has not had fair ropre
scnbtion. I am not stating that the Com
rEissioners rocciYed any instructions as to 
what they were to do, but the finding of 
thL• (:ommission is at least suspicious. The 
CommiseiC>n has wiped out four country elec
torates. but not one Labour electorate, and 
that is suspicious. I am satisf:ied that every 
person residing in Queensland to-day is 
trying to do his very best to develop tl1'' 
Stat('. That is taking place even in the 
eitiCs, but, unfortunately. the city peop),, 
m·r, of nraetically the samo mind as the 
lea-der of the N,; tionalist party. They do 
not und cBhnd the conditions of settlement 
away out in the backblocks of Queensland. 
If the hon. gentleman who has just resumed 
his scat wonld travel more into the country 
districts and s2e the conditions that tho 
people have to put up with, he >Yould not 
1nakc such a Jpecch as he has made rhi8 
afternoon. He mentioned that eo ma.nv 
million pounds more had been spent in coun
tr-.- diBtricts than in citv areas on the ~on
strnction of r.1ilwa0 s. 'vVhat a ridiculous, 
foolish statement to make. If railway com
munica.tion had not been extended to the 
country districts, the cities would have been 
starved out. The country districts have pa.id 
for every rail that h~s boon put down, and 
thoy arc paying more to-day in C'omparison 
than the" people in the large centre>. 

Mr. STOPFORD: They were paying more 
before this Government repealed the R,1il
way Guarantee Act. 

Mr. EDWARDS: They are paving it at 
the present time. by paying nearly lOO per 
cent. more i!! freights and fares. Does any 
hon. member sugge.:;t that vve are going to 
develop the country districts better by reduc
ing the representation of those districts! 
The only way thnt we can get those districts 
fully populated is by giving them the fair 
and square representation which they deserve 

Mr. COLLINS: \Vith fifty members? 
Mr. EDWARDS: With .fiftc memb<>rs, if 

the hon. member likes. An hon. member 
representing a city electorate embracin~ 
50.000 electors could represent that electorate 
far easier than a country representative 
repr0senting an electorate not so thickly 
populated. 

Mr. SrZER: Why? 
Mr. EDW ARDS: I have be0n told bv one 

hon. gentleman in this Chamber, who for 
many years represented a city constituency. 
tha.t he has never at anv timE' been in anv 
of the Government departments. " 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Who is he? 
l\lr. KERR: Name him! 

JJir. Edwards.l 
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Mr. ED"\\-ARDS : There is not one coun
try represcntaiive in Queensland who doe' 
not know every one of the departments from 
A 'to Z. It was etatcd this afternoon that m 
some country districts there were seventy 
sdwols \\·hilst in some of the city electorates 
the re1~rc.;entati YO has not ~vcn ono to look 
after. If any hon. m em bcr repr8sentcd th·.; 
,,.bole of th;:, city of Brisbane, he would no; 
have the same amount of work to do as a 
num representing a country constituency. 

Mr. KERR: You do not know what you 
aro talki:1g about.· 

!IIr. EDWARDS: I am satieficd that these 
eh a ps are n p against me. 

The SPE_\KER: Order! The hon. 
member is not in order in referring to oth~r 
hon. members as "these chaps." (Laughter.) 

Mr. KmWAN: The hon. member will not 
hr~ in ordur in rpforring to them as " corn
radcs" eithn. (Laug.htcr.) 

Jllr. ED\YARDS: \Ye have had far too 
much of the cite in the past, and we are 
g<'tlin~ it again" now. I realise that hon. 
gontlc~on rcpre:::.enting <;ity electorates do 
their !Jest in the intPrcsts of the country, but 
they really do not understand those intcrc;;ts. 

l\lr. PEASE: \Vhat rlo vou ( :1ll the country? 
You do not kno:v anything about the country. 

1\Ir. ED\YARDS: I have been told by the 
hon. member, who is a storekeeper an<\ a 
middleman, that I do not know anytlnng 
about the country. I hope that, in the near 
future the members who represent city <'lcct· 
oratcs' \\'Ill wake up and realise tho neces
sitv not onlv for better representation of the 

", country districts, but for better 
[5 p.m.} conditions for the people living 

in the countrY districts. I will 
gi,·e ono clear instance to" show that the city 
can be <'asily ,·epre:,cnted from an educational 
poin~ of view in comparison with the country. 
Before this session of Parliament commenced 
the people in my electorate endeavoured to 
arrange for the Secretary for Pubhc Ir;struc· 
tion to visit the dtstnct, and he cons1dered 
that it >Yould take a fortnight to go through 
my electorate and one other electorate, and 
he had to put off his visit until after this 
session. That proves beyond doubt that those 
people are not getting that . consideration 
from the Scccctary for l'ubhc InstructiOn 
·.dtich is clue to them. In the city the hon. 
gcutlcnwn can take a trarn and visit any 
,chool :·,ithin half an hour. 

?:Ir. StzER: What would he do if he went 
up t1u~re? 

:\fr. KD\Y ARDS : He could see the unfnr
tunatcl condition of the schools in the district. 

STZER : He would charge two guineas 
a for that. (LaugMer.) 

~'lr. ED\YARDS: The hon. member for 
Do won end ea vourod to prove that the propor
tion of population in the large centre' in the 
Southr~rn State~ is greater in comparison 
tha,n it is in Queensland. 

l.Ir. CoLI.L,3: That is true. 
:\lr. EIHYARDS: I admit that it is true, 

lmt why is it true? Because of the unfor
tunat·· fact that Queensland has had a Labour 
Gc:Yernrnent in pow<'r for the past seven 
y~:-ar3. If vou take the nun1ber of factories 
In the South--

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:\'r. EDWAUDS: 
secondary Indllstrjcs 

rJlr. Ed<cards. 

Take the number of 
that have been built 

up in Melbourne and Svdnev. The hon. 
member for Bowen will f!Uite m1derstand that 
we are sending all our raw material down 
there for manufacture. and those factories 
are employing thousands of people. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I must ask the· 
hon. member to connect his remarks with 
the motion. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : That is an argument in 
favour of grcn.ter representation in the country 
districts. Hon. members representing metro
politan seats should consider what is neces
sary in the country districts of Queensland' 
in the interests of tho unfortunate settlers 
who arc situated hundreds of miles from a 
raih\.ay. :::-.io one will sav that the children 
in the country districts "are getting a fair 
and square deal in comparison with the 
children in the large centre"' of population .. 
In many instances parents arc leaving the· 
country and coming into the cities in order 
to educate their children. Surely that proves 
beyond all doubt that more consideration 
should be g·iven to the country districts ! I 
have the greatest pleasure in supporting the 
motion, and I hope the Government will see 
their way clear to allow a further redistribu
tion of seats, as provided in this motion, so 
that the country will get proper representa
tion. No one will sav for a moment that 
Queensland is going to" be developed by cut
tiEg out the representation of the country 
districto. If \Ye v. ant rho people to settle 
in the country, wo must give them better 
representation in order that they may get 
in closer touch with the different clepart
rnents. 

Mr. SIZER (Xunr?ah): I am not one of 
those "ho "ish to oppose country interests. 
Far from it! But at the same time there 
has been much said in this Chamber to·da v 
which cannot be allowed to go without some· 
explanation of the facts of the position .. 
Some hon. members seem to have got an 
idPa. because 'vc represent constituencies 
which happen to be a few miles from this 
House, that ,.e have a much greater pull 
with the Government than they have; 
furthermore. that bc'cause we happen fo be 
in the metropolitan area, we are better able 
to repreoent a larger number of constituents 
than country members. 

::Ylr. PETERSO:-.;: That is true. 

:\1r. SIZER: They contend that, because 
the Secretary for l'ublic ImLructiou does not 
Yisit their electorates aS often ll'' he dOCS 

some of the metropolitan ·areas. they are 
at a di' 1.dvantage. 'I'he ideal forn'l of 
goycrnn1ent is one adult one vote, and one 
yoto one value; and. if it were possible in 
a closely congested State, that is wl1at we 
should aspire to. But in a new State mch 
as Queensland people rr1ust congrrgatc in the 
seaport-,, because it takes a certain nu1nber 
of people to perforin th(~ function,..; necessary 
to can>e on the business of the State, and it 
cannot 'be argued that those ppople must he 
disfrar:>Chised because th0v liYe in a con
gpstf•d arc::t · \Y c rccogn~sc in Queensland 
that the principle of ono vote one value is 
not possible, and therefore \YO ha vc made 
provision in cur electoral laws that the 
nwtropolit'll1 areas 1nust haye a larger quota 
than the country constituencies. I am pre· 
rared to admit thet the f!Uota for the city 
clcctoJ'ates should be from 25 per cent. to 
33 per cent. higher than the qnota for the 
countrv clc~tor_tt0s :in order to overcome the 
disad,:antagcou~ p-:>sition the country would 
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lJc in if \Y~ had an equal nu1nber of elertors 
in each electoral district. I maintain t)1at 
that has been l'OasoD<lbly proyided for. 

I •,yould like to sec a chang·o in our 
electoral syotcrn. I am not a believer in 
the straight-out, sudden-death single member 
electorates. I maintain that, so long as 
we havo single-1ncrnbcr elcdorates, there muk t 
be• a tremendous disparity in the representa
tion of tho country districts in this Chamber. 
The only systl'm which will give us equal 
and fai1 rcpr<.'sentation is the systen1 of 
proportional representation. 

:Yir. PETEHSOK: 2Vlr. A,hford, in New South 
Wales, does not like it. (Laughter.) 

l\lr. SIZEH: That may be; but it shows 
the eqUJty of the sy,tem, inasmuch as, when 
a Ini::::taku Lad bL'Lll 111ade bY the electoral 
office, the olPctors wel'e able t; appeal to the 
Electio11s Tribunal, and the votes were 
al)ottcd as they should haye been, and the 
111c- uL'-·r lost his seat bee a use ho v, as not 
uwrwrly cloctccl. \\hat ea n be fairer than 
thut? I would like to sec a ~ystern intro
duced uudPr \Y~1ich we rould rnakc better 
vroYision for country electorate, \Vo cannot 
LriuJ..; our ideals of one adult oae vote and 
one --vote one value into operation at pre
sent; but "e could adopt the system of pro
portional repl't:scntation, and strike a 
different quota for thickly congested areas to 
"'hat wo would for the country areas, which 
arc sparsely populated. Let us select our 
rnern.bcr' on the only effcctiyc syst-;rn-pro
portronal representation. 

1\lr. COLLIXS: \Vhat rot! You know very 
little about it. 

:\lr. SIZER: The hon. member has ,aid 
that, as he gets older, he is becoming more 
co_n_scrvative. llo has nothing in sy1npathy 
\v-1th one vote one value; his natural sym
pathy is in the direction of keeping himself 
lE Parlia1nont, .ar:d lettin()' tbc minoritv 
dictate to the n1ajority so fong as he is ii1 
the ;ninority in office. Principles do not 
count wnh the hon. member. Thev onlv 
('Onnt with h-;m whon his party ~re ill 
op1Jositivr~. · 

:\lr. CoLl~lKS: \Yi!l you offer to cont<'st th c 

Pow~n scat ag:1in.3t n1C? 

).Ir. SI'<ER: As I ~aid, the ho:~- IEen1ber 
is bccon1ing n1orc· conscryativc th~tn ever. 
One would almm't think that there is only 
one p:acc in Quc0nsland-that is Bowcn. 
After nL, what is Bowen? H ha,. not yet 
got th P :3tcc1 works. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
Htu.;t oL3:' my call to order, and confine his 
re> nark· to lhe motion. 

Mr. SIZER: The lwn. member speaks of 
Do\Y,'n, \Yhich, after all, is but an infinitesi
mal portion oi Quccn;;;land. The hon_ nH~m· 
~H'r for Ho'' 0n 1nay represent an inflnitcsin1al 
pol'tion of the State on an ineffective YDting 
S) ·lcm, ;vhith c,;ables him to hold his ,eat 
in this Ilousc a:::d .magnif.\.r hir11self as a duly 
elected l'C'lllTscnt.ati\-e in this Chan1bcr when 
if we nr;:ucd it out pl'opcrly, under a' systcn~ 
of Pfi'N·t;Ye voting he would not be a nlclnber 
of this Chamber. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

::\1r. SIZER: If the hon. member for 
Bowcn, or anv other hon. n1omber Dnlv 
reprc "'t 5.000, electors, h,• should have n~ 
rrorc consideration th'w those 5.000 p]ector' 
arc cnt1tlc'd to. In 111~,· opinion, there is only 

ono true "ystom, and that is proportional 
1·eprescntatiDn. 

"'lr. CoLLINS: You do not understand it. 

:Yir. SI?:I~R: The hon. rnem her knows that: 
understand it far better than he does. The 

Secretary for Rai]"~ays advocated that 
'ystem when he was in opposition, but only 
when he was in opposition, and not now when 
he is in the Government. 

The SPEAKER,: Order! I would ask the 
hon. member to deal with the motion. 

Mr. SI?:ER: The Secretary for Railways 
was a very keen advocate of that system 
whc:1 he was in opposition. I do not agree 
v ith the general tone of the argument that 
tl1c cities havp an undue preponderance over 
the country electorates. 

_\n OPPOSITIOX !VIEMm~n : Do you con si de;· 
that the cities should have fair representa
tion? 

:Ylr. SIZER: I think they should have fair 
ropresevtation, and I think the} haY<l got it. 
r.rbey have already, under Dlll' Co~Jstitutionr 
twenty-six n1e1nbers as against fort,y-six 
country members. yet I think that. roughly 
srwaking, the difference betwe-en the voting 
for country electorates as compared with 
town and city electorates ;yas 86.000 as. 
against 140.000. I am prepared, and anxious, 
to give to the Country party at least 25 to 
33 per cPnt. addition"! rcrn·oscctation over 
llletropolitan interest;;, and with that I think 
thov s.houlcl be well satisfied. The hon .. mem
ber' for Nanango raised the point that the 
Sec :otarv for Public Instruction could not 
p·o to hiS 0leetorato Dn arcount. of Parliament 
the minority in office. Princi pies do not count 
with the hon. member. They only count with 
him when hi.s party arc in opposition. 

'l'he ;:;PEAKER: Order! 

:\lr. SIZER: What particular advantage is 
tborc in a Minister going to your electorate? 
1•:veryorw knows that the officers of the depart· 
rllcnt and the member for the district reprc
' nt the er set o the• ninister. I will say that 
;;;o1ne of the Labour Minist<•rs arc not prepared 
to rC'cognisc tho position. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Don't you think 
that is very unfair? ' 

!VIr. SI?:ER: They know the position as 
well as anvone dso. The more fact of a 
J\linif\Ler no-t goii1g to an electorate does not 
undennine the principles of one adult one 
Yotc and one yote one value, and it c:tnnot be 
ns.od fb an argument that the system we are· 
enjoying to-day is unfair. In the clectoratP· 
I reprc:cnt there are 13,000 or 14,000 electors. 

An OPPOSITION METh!BER: Is that the now. 
roll? 

Mr. SIZER: Not on the new roll. I am 
still representing something like 14;000 people. 
The Premier to-clay is representing !cos than 
4.000 electors. There is the disparity. If 
anyollc ha-1 any r('ason to c-omplain, it is \.YO 
who repres,'nt the large electomtes "''ho should 
complain; but we are not complaining at all. 
1\I:- friend the hon. member for Bulir0 ba 
re 1Jrcsento more electors than I do. 

The Sr>:'RET.\RY FOR M!NFS: Yours is only r, 
pocket b0rough. 

l\Ir. SI;i,ER: Probab1v it is. hut wo ha Ye tc · 
consider whether it is, incliYiduals or acres 
which lravc to bo represented, · 

11Ir. 8izcT.] 
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At 5.20 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN OF co~IMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. SIZER : I am not prepared to admit 
that it is a sound argument to say that acr·es 
should dominate souls. I recognise in our 
extraordinary position as a young State, 
which we are only developing now, that thoro 
must be some disparity, and ·xc n;ust ?epart 
from the track and meet the srtuatwn as 
we 11nd it. We are prepared to admit that 
we should give the country districts a greater 
proportion of representation, probably from 
25 per cent. to 33 per c0nt. greater than tho 
repr<'scntation of the cities. All the same, 
I want to lay it down quitC' clearly that, 
although I am prepared to give that extra 
representation to the country districtc-and 
I am sure the members of the party to whrch 
I b:•long arc prepared to do likewiso--

Mr. MORGAN: You are generous. 

Mr. SIZER: It is not a question of being 
generous at all; it is only fair. Although one 
believes in the principle of one vote one value, 
we as members of th,' metropolitan constituen· 
cie~ must admit that we arc entitled to 
rrro~ter repr 'sentation than those in the 
~ountry. That is a solid democratic principle 
of government. We arc ge~erous CJClOUgh and 
reasonable enough to recogmse that m a young 
State such ae this there must be a difference 
of representation in the electorates, and we 
are prepared to give to the country 33 per 
cent. more representation than we enjoy in 
the metropolis. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Then you agree with the 
motion? 

Thir. SIZER: vVe believe in the principle. 
Mr. J:\10RGAN: Your party do not agree 

with it. 

::\h. SIZER: Tho hon. member misinter
prc•ts our attitude. The motion provides for 
11 greater margin th~tn we arc prepared to 
la:,- down, but we are prepared to gtve a 
representation of 25 per cent. to 30 per 
cent. more to the country districts. 

Mr. MORGAN: The present Act allows 40 
per cent. 

Mr. SIZER: Then why complain .at all? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: You would squeal 
if it affected you. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is squealing 
because he has boen cut out. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBER1'S: That is why I am 
in svmpathy with the hon. member for 
Drayton. 

Mr. SIZER: I can quite recognise that. 
We all know that a redistribution of seats 
brings about a certain amount of discomfort 
to some hon. members. In all seriousnees, I 
am in sympathy with the motion, but mem
bers of the Country party should not make 
<tlisparaging rem~rks about memJ:JCrs repre
senting metropohtan areas not bemg sympa
thetic with their request, because I know 
thev are. I am one of those who believe 
•trongly in the democratic principles of o_ne 
a;dult one vote and one vok on<' ndue, wrth 
proportional r·eprescntation. However, we 
at;c unable to carry that out now, and ~ am 
prepared 'to give to the country a brgg~r 
qnota in ·order that they may protect. thetr 
interests and got the just rcprcsentabon to 
which thPy a:re ·entitled. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsu·orth): I 
•;'so to support the motion. Of course, hon. 

[J!lr. Sizer. 

memlwrs can quite understand that I am in 
full sympathy with the hon. member for 
Draytou. (Laughter.) W c are both in the 
same boat. vYe are labourin15 under tn<> 
same hardship. At the same trme, it shows 
exactly what we ha.Ye been arguing about, 
and that is. that the present Administration 
is prepared on every occasion to wipe out 
further representation for the country dis
tricts. We do not argue that the country is 
deserving of any greater representation than 
the metropolitan area upon an unsound 
basis. We recognise the fact that in every 
country we have the large populations along 
the seaboard; but, under present conditions, 
the country districts are being increas-ed in 
area to such an extent that it becomes almost 
an impossibility for an individual member 
to look after the interests of tho elector5 in 
the way they should be looked after. When 
I came to Brisbane I appreciated the fact 
that there were some electorates here which 
I could walk round in an hour. I could go 
OV(Jr some doctorates in less than an hour. 

Mr. RYAN: You ought to tr~- mine. ~\Iy 
electorate contajns 98,000 iS<rwa!'e mile'3. 

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS: I do not say that 
the hon. member for Cook would try to walk 
around anyone's electorate, but he tnust 
acknowledge that there are electorates in 
Brisbrme that one could walk around in an 
hour. 

Hon. W. !<'ORGAN SMITH: The Kurilpa 
electorate is one square mile. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I quite ntHI<'r
stand that the hon. member for Cook has an 
electorate which takes him two or three 
'Weeks to go round \Vhen he feels inclineJ. to 
go up there. I understand that it takes him 
somewhere in the vicinity of three weeks to 
get from one side of the eleotomte to the 
other. The fact remains that we should haYe 
greater representation in the country elec
torate-s. I admit that there is soundnc'" in 
the argument of the hon. member for 
~undah-that we shoul-d have ono adult one 
vote, and one vote one value. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S:~nTH : He used two 
argun1ents. 

Jl.1r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: While there j, 
soundness in the argument in favour of one 
vote one value, still we have not got the 
same facilities in the country districts that 
they have in the metropolitan area, and it 
is t"herefore impossible to carry out that prin
ciple in the country. The hon. member for 
Drayton spoke correctly when he asked for a 
O'reater margin for the country. Th, re is 
~o doubt that we have a big margin for the 
countrv districts, but the electorate's have 
been deliberatelv gerrymandered, otherwise 
we would have .. had a redistribution that 
would have been equitable and fair to the 
whole community. I understand that the idua 
in connection with the redistribution of sPats 
is to give community of interests the chid 
consi,deTation. In my own case, the Con1111IS· 

sionem eliminated my eh•ctorate ultogether. 
and I oftPn fteel that I am llPre undN mere 
or lf'ss false pr0tences. (Laughter., Bnt we 
have to put up with that. U?der the ~ww 
redistribution they have put lVhllnwrran wto 
the Dalby elcctm·ato. Ever si nee Quoensb nd 
has bee11 Queensland and Millmcr:ran has 
been Millmerran. Millmerran and Prttsworth 
have had their intere~ts associated with each 
other. There has ulwavs been a common 
feeling- betwe<'n the poo.plc living in tl.10sc 
t1vo places. Yet tlwy pnt Millmerran mto 
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Yiw Dalby cledorato. \Vo now haYe a man 
Jll Dalb~ who is asked to look after the 
llHcrc .b· of NiillmPrran, a portion of the elec· 
torate th:tt he i,, out of touch with everv 
-dav in the veal'. ~ow his electorate rs 
bn~u;;ht down' to within 6 miles of the town
ship of P 'tt"YOrth. It is a t·idiculous state 
<Jf affflirs, and I say that it is not in the 
intore··ts of the countrv residents that their 
community of intero·ts' should be ignored in 
that \Yay. Community of interest in a 
•Country electorate is all important-every 

man in this House will acknow
[5.30 p.m.] lodge that fact--whilst on the 

other hand there is no getting 
away from the fact that in the metropolitan 
area comn1unity of interests j, ahYa;:s pre
sent. The chid fader in the redistribution 
should have been cmnmunitv of inter<~~t, and 
the question of railway C'Oln;~unication should 
have eome aft·n\ arcls. In the next Parlia
mPnt the hon. member for Dalby vrill repre
sent the ;\'Iillmerran people, yet their railway 
<:ommunicat;on i" through .Pittsworth and on 
to Toowoomb There is no community of 
intcnst \\hateYN \Yith Dalby. \Yhen \Ye 
remember the difficulties which the country 
pcDplc have to faco, rwd their troubles
because they arc l'eal trouble~. {llthough 
some hon. 1n'embers d0 nnt think that country 
peopl<• haYe to bee troubles--in my humble 
opinion it ~ce·ns to be unrcasonablC' that coln
munity of intcrc;:t shoulrl have been ignored, 
and that thr country people shou~d uot iutve 
had a eh of getting tog(:th _ r aud so 
pln('ing tbf vie\\"' before thcJr HlPJnbor, 
and, through him, before the C>lini tors 
adn1ini~tering the clcpnrt1nent-s us to Dfil)rd 
thc•1n the opportunity of r-e ;·ting many -of ihe 
rcquircmf'n+ -: for ;··h"ich they a <:,k. 

llon. \Y. FonGAX S:siTH: Do you rnca11 t.o 
sav th ~t cotu1trv mPntLH._'r~: uffe~· nny di;:,ad-
.\~a-ntagc,? ~ 

Mr. J. H. C R013ERTS: I r,m not gain~ 
to sav that I snticl' all'.' dlsa.dvantag-o, 
becans~P, 20 far A"i I kno , ·r get reasonabLJ 
tn'<lhtH'llt; bnt mv c.::~rh titueni"s suff('r dis
advnHtngc.:,. St!pp(1se that a, deputrrtion i~ 
tcJ be introducc•rl bv the hor1. m<'mber for 
Kund !1 to tltc Sccr'ctarv for Pnblic \Vorks. 
It probrd1ly co,ts elch nrembcr Df tho dcpu· 
talion 6d. or ls. 

Mr. FRY: ThcJ may walk in. 

:\h. ,J. H. C. ROBERTS: PrDbablY th~v 
mav, because tbcv mrrv not con::-;ider itv \Yorth 
6d.' to see the Ylinister. (Laughter.) But, 
'vhcn I bring dYAll a deputation, those 
people from the country districts hav<J to 
pay their train fares. 

T\Ir. FERP.ICKS: Is it not worth their while 
to pay tlrrtt money to seo the Minister? 

:VIr. J. H. C. llOBERTS: It CPrtainh 
\Y<mld not be iF the hon. member were 
l'dinistcr. 

Hen. \V. FoRGAN S:IIITH: They come to 
see the Exhibition. 

Mr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is nDt a ques
tiotl of the Exhibition. It is a question of 
fai1· tre:1.tmcnt-o£ country jnterests again;;;;t 
metropolitan interests-and I am going to 
stand fDr country interests on every possible 
occasion, bocauso I believe that at thf' pre
sent tin1e they are of r)aramount importanec~ 
tn the prosperity of Quoonsland. V,'hen we 
con6ider that four country electorates have 
been wiped out and country members will 
ha vo very much larger arE'.'LS to loDk after, 
and that community of interests has been 
ignored in 1nany instances, ''Ve must realise 
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that the work of country members is going 
to be infinitely more difficult than it hao 
been. \Ye ask that a definite quota shall be 
laid down. Had the Redistribution Com
mission availed themselYes Df the Act as 
they might have done, then we possibly 
would havo Been a fairer distribution than 
has been given to us. I find that 1nany of 
the country eloctoratoo, haYe more olecton 
than constituencies in the bigg0r centres of 
population. \V c find several electorates in 
which there is a very small margin in favonr 
of metropolitan con.:.tituoncios over country 
constituonci,es, a.nd that Toovv-oomba and 
East Too">'/O{Jn1ba are taking in a certain 
area of the cmmtry districts, and have be<>n 
so arranged tbat the lino of den1arcation 
that anv man could sec should be the boun
dary hac been deliberately crossed over and 
a certain area transferred fron1 one elec
torate into the other for the pnrpose of 
tning to retain the seat for the Labour man 
atv present representing Too\toorrlba. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, E eppel): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. mPrnbcr for 
Pittsworth in order in reflecting upon the 
ConllniBsioncrs? I tbink it is contrarJ to 
the Standing Orders. It certainly is ,_on
h·ary to geed taste. It is a cowardly thing 
to do, because they are not hero tD defenc: 
thonF.eln·s. (Oppo'eition interruption.) :\Iy 
point of order is that the hon. member ;, 
rcfleding on the Government and on the 
Con11nissioners. \Yho ~.re not here to dcfcnJ 
t hor;.selves. I--I1s n·Hcetionb are incorrect 'tnd 
nntrue, and ho should bo compelled to with· 
drcnv thcrn or desist from this CD\vardlv 
attack. (O]lposition lau;;hter.) I want eo 
say that this cowardly line of attack ha3 
been pursued all the n ftornoon by hor>. 
L.lC'1T}bcr:3 opposite: and it is about ti1ne it 
\. ~-."' stopr1cd 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not 
ur,dcrstand the hon. member for Pittsworth 
tu bo accnsing the Govcrnn1ent. 

l\lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I was accusing th0 
Conlmis·,iDn. 

The Sl<:CHETARY FOR RAILvVAYS: 
You have no right to do it. 

:\lr. J. H. C. RcBERTS: I will say it again. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hDpe the 
hoiL rnembn >vill recognise that the accepter! 
11•.:mgc of Parliarncnt forbids reflections upon 
a pnblic officer who is not here to defend 
himcel f. 

Mr. VOWLES: ,Judges have been attacked 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I heHd a pre

vious Commission criticised from the front 
b0nch on the GDvernmcnt side during the 
life of this Parliament. I am not in any 
shape or form criticising the Gowrnment. 
I am criticising the Act which gave them 
power to act in a reasonable \\ay, and >vhich 
a.llowecl them a margin, and I say thoy 
deliberately wi pod out that margin and 
gerrymandered country electorates. 

HON. W. FCJRGAN S}1ITH (lrfackay): I 
rise to a point Df Drder. I claim t.hat it is 
our of order to impute improper motives to 
m~n. exercising the duties of a Royal C'om
nn~sion. 

Mr. CoRSER: l\fembers of Parliament 
have the right to criticise Royal Commrs
srons. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBE~TS: Why does not the 
Minister state his point of order? He 
surelY does not need to make an explana
tion f 

Hon. W. B'organ Smith.] 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the 
hon. member will address his remarks to 
the resolution without imputing improper 
motives. I have pointed out to the hon. 
member that he would be perfectly justified 
in criticising any Commission; but to impute 
high!:; improper motives would be hardly 
fair discussion. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: From what .I 
sa" personally, I think I was perfectly JUStl· 
fied in imputing unj\1st motives to the Corn· 
mission. Furthermore, hon. members oppo· 
site were in close communication with the 
Commission; they actually dined \\·ith some 
members of the Commission. ·whether the 
Commission were guided by fair motives or 
not it is a most extraordinary thing that 
they wiped out four country constituencies 
and ga vc to the metropolitan areas further 
seats in the next Parhamcnt. Surely country 
members have a right i.o complain. I am 
not complaining because I was cut out; I 
will take it like a sport<man, and probably 
in a better spirit than it would have been 
taken bv the hen. member for Cook. We 
fool that it is time that it should be laid 
down definitely in the st~ttutes what margin 
shaJl exiot between the number of electors m 
c·cJuntry constituencic-, and in metrol?olitan. 
It is quite pos,ible Lmdcr the Act !or the 
Commission to ha,Ye giYen us a far greater 
margin than they did. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL : They gave you a 
much better deal than ever you· had before. 

l\lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They did noth
ing of the -,ort. . They wipe~ out four seats; 
and the extraordmary thmg lS that they were 
four seoh which were represented by mem
bers of the Country party. I know very well 
there are not very many genuine countr:;· 
seats repre-ented bv Government members; 
but whv should the matter have been dealt 
with in such a way as to wipe out four 
seats that are represented by Country party 
members two of which se-ats were wrested 
from the' Labour party at the last election by 
the hon. member for Kcnnedy and the hon. 
Hl8I!1bcr for 3..1usgrave. 

Mr. CoLLlKS: \Ylr: did the Dcnham Go
vernment, in 1911, ,,~ipe out country seat'~? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I believe that 
many coLn,try electors thought that the Act 
would be administered by the Government 
in such a way as to enable the Commission 
to give full scope to the meaning of the 
Act. There is no doubt that the people 
who introduced and put that measure 
through recognised that it was essential for 
country constituencies to have a lhser number 
of electors than a metropolitan area. The 
Con1rnis3ion, as far as I can see, neYer con
sidered the intention of the Act. They said, 
"vVc have certain powers under this Act. 
and we can do certain things." They d1d 
those things. If we had been given reason
able p,nd fair tr0 •tment, the distribution 
would have sl arted from the South. not from 
t.hr' Xorth, of Quecn,land. The Commission 
started 111 ti"' ~orth and worked down; and 
CH'n nmv the number of electors in the 
electorates cf the Premier ~tnd the Home 
S0cretary is nothing in comparison with 
those in some countrv seats on the Downs 
and on the :'-1 orth Coast. 

Mr. BrLCOCK: How many members should 
the Korth got? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: ::'-Jobody is find
inp; fault with the number of members the 
Xorth has or is goinf( to have. All we say 
is that we' in the country districts are 

[Jlfr. J. !I. C. Roberts. 

entitled to representation greater than we· 
have under the redistribution. We want to 
have it laid down hard and fast what the 
quota shall be. and, as far as possible we 
are going to insist upon it. I hope that, 
when our friends opposite leave the Govern
ment benches, one of the first Bills to be· 
brought into this Chamber will be one to 
make a fresh redistribution in order to give 
the country districts the fair representation 
they ought to have. 

Mr. COLLINS: Like they have in Victoria, 
I suppose? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I listened with 
a certain amount of surprise to the hon. 
member for Xundah when he said he did. 
not see exactly what good a Minister did 
when he visited countrv electorates. I would 
be only too pleased to take the MinistNs, one 
after the other, iuto my electorate and show 
them through. \Yhen they come into my 
electorate I do not recognise them as LtLbour. 
Liberal, Country party, or anything else. It. 
is the duty of a member to provide a 
:!\linister with every facility to sec his con
stituency, to meet his people, and to get all 
he possibly can out of him. ~ohocly Llames 
ns for that. If v·e had 5,500 people to look 
·after instead of 7,000 or 8,000. and had a 
community of interest, a Ministerial visit 
would be of far greater benefit to the
country than it is under present conditions. 
Take the electorate in which the township. 
of • Pittqworth is situated. There is nothing 
in common between Pittsworth, Clifton, and 
Allora; ~-et those three to\\ns are in the one 
electorate. Previously. there was " com
munity of interest; to-day, all those interests 
have been vviped out, and a country member 
is being giYen such areas to look after that 
it will be practically impossible for him to do· 
his duty as it should be done. \. 

:Mr. BuLCOCK: You do not know what a 
big constituency is to look after. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If I looked as 
miserable as the hon. member--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Under 
the Standing Orders and under the pro
cedure laicl do\Y11 in "J\la-:~." references of 
that kind are disorderly. "I ask the hon. 
rnen1ber, when addre.:.;:;ing hon. n1embors in 
future, not to make personal reflections on 
them. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am sorry. Of 
course, I do not pretend for one moment te> 
know what a large electorate is. I am deal
ing with the question of country constitu
encies as I find them. I am going to give 
this proposal all the support I can. 

The ATTOR"'EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
11-Iullan, Plindcrs) (who was received with 
Opposition cries of, '' You are going to talk 
it out") said: I am going to exercise my 
right to reply to the very few things which 
have been said in support of this motion. 
In the first place, if the motion had been 
carefully considered by the hon. member 
who moved it, I do not think, on reflection, 
he would have moved it .. 

At 5.50 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member proposes in his motion to insert in 
the Electoral Districts ~\et the wmds-

" Provided that notwithstanding 11ny
thing contained in this section or in the 
last preceding section, electoral districts 
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which are wholly comprised within the 
boundaries of cities or towns shall have 
not less than 40 per cent. more elector,, 
than those of electoral district3 which 
are wholly beyond such boundaries and 
electoral districts which comprise land 
partly within and partly without such 
boundarie-;. '' 

There arc no electoral districts in Q11eens· 
land wholly beyond the boundaries of a city 
or a town. 

Mr. B~BBINGTO>O : Yes, there are. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They con
tain a city or part of a city, a town or 
part of a town. The motion of the hon. 
member is wholly meaningless .in that respect. 

1vlr. BEBBIKGTON: It is not. 

The ATTOR?\EY-GENERAL: There are 
electorates comprise-d within, but no elec
torates "holly without, ·such boundarie-s. 
ObvioLtsly the hon. gentleman has not con
sidered the matt or. He further says in his 
n1otion-

" Electoral districts which comprise 
land partly within and partly without 
such boundaries shall ha vc not less than 
25 per cent. more electors than those of 
electoral districts which are wholly beyond 
such boundaries.'' 

That would mean that an electoratG partly 
comprised of a city or town would have not 
loss than 25 per cent. more electors than an 
elcctorat8 which con1prised several town.:). 
Apparently, \'.hat tho hon. gentleman in
tended was that all of the electorates out
side the metropolitan area would have the 
same nurnber of Yotcs--

i\Ir. BEBBIXGTON: No. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In such a 
case the hon. member for Gregorv would 
have as great a number of elector; as the 
hon. member for Dravton. The hon. mem
ber for GreO'orv reprc,,~nts a laro',--~r area tha,n 
is r<'presented "b:v the whole of" th0 Country 
party and National party put top-eth0r. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON : You aro to bhcme for 
that. 

The ATTOR:\:EY-GE?\ERAL: I will gi,·e 
the figures. Tho whole of the Xationalist 

party in Queensland repr~esent 1,042 square· 
mill·'· and the whole of the Country party 
in Queensland ropreoent 102,751 square miles, 
or a total for both parties of 103,793 square· 
milb, whereas the area of the electorate 
rupro.oentcd by the hon. member for Gregory 
;, 106,360 square miles. 

Mr. BEBBJNGTON: :More shame on you for 
doing it t 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the hon. 
member for Drayton had his way, the position 
""ould become more acute; and, if we were· 
to have a recluction of mmnbers, as was pro
posed by certain hon. members opposite, the 
question would be made still more acute. 

Mr. ED\\ ARDS: Will you admit that hon. 
members on this side of the House repre
sent 24,000 more electors than the Govern
nlcllt? 

The .:\TTORKEY-GE='fERAL: I will 
a-dmit nothing of the kind. I can prove· 
that the Governnwnt represent a majority 
of the electors; bqt I have not sufficient 
time to do that now. A great deal has been 
said ahlout the redi,tribution of seats by the 
Comrnissioners. 

~.fr. CoRS:CR: Your figures are \Vrong. 

The ATTOK'\EY-GE='fERAL: The recent 
ConnLi:-;sion gavo a fairer and squarer deal 
to the countrv electorates than did the une 
appointed by ·the hon. member for .. \.lbert in 
1911. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The last ono gerry
mandered. but the other did not. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is abso
lutely untrue that the Commission appointed' 
by this Govemment gerrymandered. (Opposi
tion laughter.) 

0I'POSITION :\lEl\TBERS: You know they did. 

Tho ATTOR:'-iEW-GENERAL: The fol
lowing ctatement shows the enrolment for 
the several divisions of the State, together 
with the number of seats and the average 
enrolment per '.,cat in each such division as 
given at the redistribution of elcctoratr·s in 
i911 and 1921 respectively, and also the per
centage increases on n1etropolitan electorates 
allowed by the t·>, o Commissions:-

RKlW:iTHIJWTIOX·-1921. 

Qnota.-1911-3.763. 
::\<Iax.-4.5!5. 
:11iu.- 3.0ll. 

QU!Jla.·-! 921--.5.760. 
~IHX -K ~ 2. 
:J1tn.~4-,t:i08. 

Hon. J. J11ullan.] 



-516 Fruit Gases Acts, Etc., B-ill. [ASSEMBL Y.l Agricult11ral Education Bill. 

\Ve did much better for the countrv interests 
than did the Commission appoint7ld by the 
hon. member for Albert. 

Mr. FRY: Your commission did more for 
the benefit of the GDvornnwnt. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: You sav "we." That 
mo:tns that you did it. (Loud laughter.) 

:\1r. MORGAK: The figure' are wrong. You 
ndruit that again. 

The .\TTORI\EY-GENERAL: I guaran
if'o that the figures are right. 

:\11'. BEilB1KGTOK: vYhv don't vou sit down 
and let us take a vote?· · 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GEXERAL: I a'"k hon. 
members in their spare' time to kst the 
<tccuracy of my ligurc•. They will be able 
to see thcn1 in " I-Iansarc1." 

:\lr. CORC'ER: I lw':\ to move-
" That the question be now put." 

(Loud Lmg·htcr.) 

The ATTORXEY-CE:'\ER.\.L: I will giv" 
the hon. Ine1nber a chance of taking a vote 
-din,ctly. 

Mr. ConsER: Sit down! 
The SECRET.\RY FOR R\ILWAYS: Tho ques

tion has not boon sufficic,ntlv di,cussed vet. 
(Oppmition langhter.) · · 

}1r. BEnlliXGTOX: '\ .... ou arc CO\Yarcls. 

Tho ATTOR);E\. -GEXERAL: If hon. 
member~, on thi, e:de of the HouFe bud hacl 
their -..v J ~~ in 191L wben the Elector d Dis
tricts Bill was goi11g through, \Ye I\ ould ha\ 
increased the margin from one-fifth to one
third. 

Mr. BEBBTXG1'0)( : ::\1r. Speaker, 
illOYC--

" That the quc-otion be now put." 

The "_\TTOH.NEY-GEXERAL: I will give 
hon. llll'InlH•rs opposite a. chance of votirH, 
vn the motion. 

HoN. IV. II. BARC\ES (lJ11li1. : Cn-
tain st.atomcnt') have been nutdc, and claim 
the right to '''oak. The dcbat has got lmm 
to a level ;yhich does not refh1et upon the 
!-louse it"'Plf. The big ba;3ic principle, rrft-->r 
all, is what is bc·;t in the interests uf thi 
great State. 

At 7 p.m., the House, in accordance 1nith 
Sessional Order, proceeded u'ith Government 
bushnss. 

FRUIT CASES ACTS AMENDMEJ'\T 
BILL. 

INITIATIO)(. 

(Jir. Kir10mz, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(HDn. W. N. Gillies, !Cach(lrn): I beg to 
move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Fruit Gases Acts, 
1912-1916, in a certain particular." 

Mr. MORGAK: Give us some information. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I do not know tho t it is necessary to give any 
information at this juncture. 

:\'lr. VowLES: Toll us what it is all about. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
In response to a request from the fruitgrowers, 
it is propo-ed to amend the Fruit Cases Acts 
by givil)g PO'-' .'r to make regulations for the 
packing·, grading, and standardisation of 

[lion. J. ~IJ<i11llan. 

fruit. It is a Bill which has reallv been 
askcJ for by the fruitgrowers themselves, and 
the object of providing a standard by regula
tions is obvious; because, if we were to lay 
down a standard in the Act and it was found 
unworkable, it could not be altered except 
bv act of Parliament. It is thought desir
able in order to meet the wishes of the 
fruitgrowers, to t.ako po1ver by regulation to 
set up standar-ds for various fruits. 

Mr. W ARRE:N (:11urrumba) : It seems to 
me that the Minister has not given much 
information. I know there have been several 
requests made for reform in connection with 
fruit case, and also in the matter of packmg; 
but. so far as I can see, the Bill '-ems to be 
wrongly named. If it is dealing with the 
standardisotion of fruit, this is not a smtablc 
name at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: This is 
the simplest way of doing it. 

Mr. WARREN: I know there is room for 
impro;·ement in connection with the transport 
of fruit. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnart•on): I would like 
t0 know from the Minister whether the 
provisional Council of .Agriculture brought 
this matter up. 

The SECRET-\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
~uQ;g·cstion first came from the Southern 
Qu~ensland Fruit Gro\vcrs' .A~·"Jociation, an? 
thou, when th2 proYisional C'?tmci! of. Agn
ru:ture was brought into e--ostenco, It w~s 
brought hefore them, and they approvod of rt. 

?Ir. COSTET.LO: If the people who are 
iLt<·restcd jn tbe frnitgTo1ving- industry have 
l'Pron1n1cnded thlB to the l!tlini2tcr, it is quito 
right. 

Question put and passed. 

T.hc House resu1ncd. 
Tlrc CIIAIR}IA~ reported that tlw Con1n1itt·-'G 

had come tc1 a rt' dl·~tiDn. 
The rcsebtion v. as a greed to. 

FlHST HEADfXG. 

The SECH.ET\RY FOE c\GRICUL'TURE 
(Hon. \\'. N. Gilli<'s, Racham) presented th.' 
Dill, a.nd moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
ti1ne." 

Qaestion put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was mado 

an Order of the Day for to-morrmv. 

AGRIGCLTURAL EDT.JCc\TIO~ BILL. 
SECOXD HEADING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Hnxham, Huranda): 
In moving the second reading of this BilL 
I may say that it i-s the outc:.Jme of the very 
marked success during the last ftve and a-half 
y ~ ars of rural schools. From that date up 
to the present lime ;ye have established 
four rural schools, and eighteen vocationa! 
schools in connection ;.·ith those rural 
schools, and the nnmber of youug· people we 
have enrolled in those rural and vocttional 
school;; is Dvcr 1, 000. \Ye ha.ve teachers in 
those cchools who have given the best educa
tion to those who have passed through the 
schools during the last five and a-half years. 
I feel satisfied that hon. member, opposib~ 
-especially members of the Country party 
-will welcome a measure of this class, 
because it is simply putting, as it were, the 
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coping store upon rural e.duca.tion, and 
g1nng tho children in the country something 
which will be of distinct advantage to them. 

J\ir. MORGA:S : Can you give us the figures 
to show the number who have gone on the 
land from these schools? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX
STRUCTIOX: I cannot answer that ques
tion, but I am satisfied that all those hon. 
members who have rural schools in thnir 
districts he.ve very much appreciated the 
good work done for the children who a.ttend 
thPm. At the pres~nt time we have ovm 
thirty applications for the cctablishment of 
run:.l schools. rrhuse rural 8(\;lOols will vir
tually supply means of secondary education 
for students who cannot very well attend the 
high schools m· technical schools. In rural 
schools the age is limited, and also the 
curriculum. The age up to which the chil
dren may attend school is fourteen voa rs, 
and those who attain the fifth standard may 
take part in the rural school work. (if 
course, we extend to the children who have 
passed out of the school, and who are ovet' 
the ag·o of seventeen years, the advantage of 
technical training. This Bill goes beyond the 
ordmary school Jifth standard, and includes 
something b~sides it; that is, a boy may 
elect to take t.he secondary education in an 
agricultural echool, absoluteh distinc-t from 
that of a rural school. T!:to education Lo 
bo provided v:·ill be absolutclv free, a.s in 
th<: high schools and technical ·college'. 

ProYision is made in the Dill that the 
Governor in Council r:nay at any titne.. on 
the recommendation of the hoard, establish 
agricultural schools or agricultural clas8es, 
-and vroYision is n1ado fo1· carrying on part
tin1c agricultural schools or evening classes. 
It is proposed to have a board consisting of 
seven me1nbers, of whom tviro membe:rs ::~r~ 
to be appointed by the Senate of the 
University of Queensland, two members by 
the Council of Agriculture, and three by the 
Government. On account of this being a 
very important subject, the Government have 
the right to select three of the members. 
'I'he board will become a corporation. It will 
be .absolutely distinct from the present system 
of rural school training. The present rural 
schools will remain under the Department of 
Public Instruction. The work in our rural 
schools is being wcil conducted at the present 
time, and will be continued. Provi~ion is 
mrtde to enable a pupil wishing to enter upon 
agricultural pursuits to obtain a Jegrce of 
agriculture in the University. Necessary 
provision is also lTHtde for having agricul
tural r-l'"Sh in the high schools and technical 
coll~gf,,, and the Gon•rnment are prepared, 
on the recommendation of the board, to grant 
a subsidy of two-thirds of the capital cost of 
providing an agricultural section in connec
tion with any of the grammar schools. There 
is little need for nw to say any more in 
favour '>f the Bill. I am not anticipating 
much trouble from members so far as the 
passage of the Bill is concerned, because it 
has bPon long recognised that the people of 
the country should get a far greater share 
out of the r;eneral revenue than they have 
had in the pa,t. (Hear, hear!) If the Bill 
goes through, I am sure it will be received 
with as much favour as our present rural 
schools. Hon. members will recognise that 
we have nothing to hide in this measure. 
and everyone can see what it is intended 
t'J do. 

Mr. GREEN : Why do you bring the local 
authorities into it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION: It is provided in the Dill that 
a single local authority, or two or more 
local authorities combined, may, if they wish, 
r>stablish a rural school in their area. \Vo 
know that in the past many people in the 
country have asked for the establi,hmont of 
rural schools, and we ha1·e established them, 
the whole cost being borne by the Depart
ment of Public Instruction. \Ve have alv. ays 
considered that it is only right that the 
children in the country should have the 
same educational advantages as the children 
i!l the town. Provision is made in the Dill 
for local authorities to contribute towards 
the cost of a rural school, under certain 
conditions. I may say that just recently the 
1.\'"ational Association have taken an interest 
in the question of rural school work, and as 
a result of the visit of members of the 
council and the secretary of the association 
to Childers, where they saw the work the 
rural school was doing, they applied to the 
D~pa.rtment of Public Instruction for per
mission to have the same ~'Chihit on view at 
the coming National A>.lOciation show. The 
T\ational Association will pay the whole of 
the cost for bringing that exhibit to Bris
bane. They own frankly that they did not 
know of the good work that was being 
carried on in the rural schools. 

Mr. IVARREN: The Nambour Rural School 
had an exhibit at the Brisbane ;\' ational 
Association show two years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Il\1. 
STRUCTION: It is only by having exhibits 
from the rural schools at the National 
~\.ssociation show in Brisbane that the people 
in the town·s can be shown the good work 
they are doing. I understand that Mr. A. E. 
McCahon, head teacher of the Boonah Rural 
School, is also bringing an exhibit to 
Brisbane. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Is it proposed to pay 
the members of the board? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIG IN· 
STRUCTION : There is provision for pay
ment in the Bill. It is intended to devote 
some of the time of the schools to the agri
cultural classes in the same way as th"' 
clonwstic science and other sub.jects are 
taught in our technical colleges at the ]lresent 
time. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Do you propose to· 
establish anv schools in the larger towns 
and metropoiitan areas? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUDLIC IN
STRUCTION: As a matter of fact, no rural 
schools are established in them. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is a very import. 
ant matter that agricultural education should. 
take place in Brisbane as well as elsewhere. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I think that the people of 
Brisbane will acquire a desire for an agri
cultural education when they see those 
exhibits in the Xational Association show. 
I have very much pleasure in moving-

" That the Bill be now read a. second 
ti1ne." 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) The Minister has 
given us an explanation in some detail of 
this Bill, which is entitled "A Bill to make 
better provision for agricultural education," 
He has told us that, as a result of the great 
success of our rural schools, there is such 
a demand for the establishment of similar· 
institutions that the Government have found 

]~h. Vou:les.] 
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it necessary-thP provi,ional Council of Agri
culture take a hand in the matter, too-to 
bring in a Bill to empower them to create 
agricultural schools throughout the country 
on certain conditions, It is a funny thing 
that there should now be all this waking up 
on the part of the Government to the wants 
·of the people in the country. Let the 
Trea•urer ask himself, "Where is the money 
·coming from?" 

The PRE}!IER : Are you against it? 

;\,Ir. VOWLES: I am not. It seems to 
me that this is one little additional case of 
window-dressing upon the part of the Govern
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : This is 
the outcome of the success of the rural 
schools. 

Mr. VOWLES: We have been told that 
twice. The Premier has told us that it is 
nece~s':ry t.o bring about economy in the 
adnnmstrahon of ~he St~to by reducing the 
wage~ of the public serv1,co by 5 per cent. ; 
that 1s, he has to econom1se to the extent of 
£300,000 or £350,000. and then he expects 
to finish up with a deficit of about how much 
-half a million? 

The PREMIER: He will let you know in 
.due course. 

Mr. VOWLES: Those are the figures we 
have to work on: \Ve know-more particu
larly representatives from the country-that 
urgent works ar~ .llf'ce~sary in our _Primary 
schools and pronswnal schools 'md Hl manv 
{)ther directions, for i he edu'cation of ou~· 
c·hildron, \Ve constantly get replies from the 
Department of Public Instruction that this 
or that work will be undertaken when funds 
are available. The department will tell you 
that they regret that there is not sufficient 
money to go round the various departments, 
and the Department o£ Public Inctruct.ion 
has to suff r. 

The PRE:\llER: Did you sav that vou had , 
fifty-two schools in your elect'orate? ' 

Mr. VO\VLES: Scventy-two. It shows 
what an important place ~t is; and I can 
show rcquc;ts for improvements such as put
ting a fence round a school yard to secure 
the horses of the childern ''ho come 6 or 8 
miles to school, and, in addition to those 
requests, offers by parents to provide the 
labour and erect the fencing if the Govern
ment will supph· the material-a matter of a 
couple of pounds. or five pounds, or ten 
pounds, as the case may be, 

The SECRETARY FOR PTJBLIC IxsTRUCTION : 
Send those cases along, and thev will soon 
be attended to. (Opposition laug'hter.) 

Mr. VO\YLES: I have sent them along 
until I am tired and the people in the 
~ountn· arc tired We .have all this sort 
o£ thi1ig going on. practicaily daily. yet we 
are told that the Government are in such a 
PO:sition that they can launch a scheme like 
th1s, 

The PREiiiiER: Arc you in favour of it or 
against it'! 

Mr. VOWLES: W o got that every day. 
Th~ PREl\HER: It is a pertinent question, 

and you will have to answer it. 

Mr. VOWLES: What? Answer the 
Premier's questions? 

The PREi\ITER: Or get the reputation of 
straddling the raiL 

[ Jir. Y owles. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is exactly what the 
Premier is doing, and the Minister is 
straddling the rail too. Within the next 
twenty-four hours the Premier will have to 
meet a deputation from the Trades Hall on 
the question of reduction of public servants' 
salar.ies. The hon. gentleman will have them 
pulling his leg from either side. 

The PREMIER : They cannot say I straddle 
the raiL 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman will 
probably w.tlk the plank within the next 
tw"nty-four hours; he will be put in his 
plr.ce, one way or the other. The hon. &en
tleman wants to know whether I am agamst 
the Bill or for it. I am in favour of any
thing which is for the interest of the people 
in the country. But what I want to know is: 
Are we going to approv·e of something which 
i" going to be put on the statute-book merely 
for the purposes of an election; or is there 
anv husine•,, in it? If there is business in it, 
sm~cly the Minister should t ·ll us what the 
approximate ('Xpenditure per annum is going 
to be. We are going to start another branch 
of the public service. As I have said in con
nection V"l ith other BillR, we arc going to 
cr·cate a lwst of public servants. Those men 
will have to be paid big allowances for being 
absent from home. I understand they get 
something like 15s. a night when absent. The 
allowances will equal the salaries. All I 
ask i, that the Minister should tell us ''hat it 
is proposed to cost, and where the money is 
c'Jn1ing frorn. Do~s it mean that, in order 
io giYe facilities to one section of iho com
muility, the Government will have to impGJse 
on another SE'ction further taxation or carry 
on with an increased deficit; because ·ems 
cost is going to come out of the consolidated 
revenue? 

The PRniiER : If there is to be a deficit, 
you are against it? 

Mr. VOWLES: Th•• hon. gentleman is try
ing to trap rne. Anyone can see there is 
an election in view by that class of question. 
They would have on placards. " The hon. 
member £or Dalbv said so and so." I am 
not against it; I favour anything for the 
benefit of the people in the country. \Ve are 
told that children over th ago of fourteen 
years, up to the fifth-clac s standard, will 
have the benefit of this education and get 
certain diplomas. Where are those diplomas 
coming from? There is a very big distinction 
betwP ,n a diploma and a certif1cate. This 
is to be in no way identified with the 
University, 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRl'CTION: 
Yes, it is. 

Mr. VOWLES: In what way? 
Tl>~> SECRETARY ~')R PUBLIC, IKSTRUCTION: 

Because wo shall have two representatives 
from the University. 

Mr. VOWLES: What right have they to 
give diplomas? Have you a Chair of Agri
culture at tho l:niversity? 

The PREMIER: What are you talking about? 
Mr. VO\VLES: Agriculture is not known 

in the University, There is to be a board 
consisting of seven me m bers-thre<f to be 
appointed by the Governor in Council, two 
to be appointed by the Senate of the Uni,
versity of Queensland-whero agriculture is 
unknown-and the other two are to be 
appointed " by the Council of Agriculture or 
such other similar body as the Governor in 
Council may determine," I do not know what 
"similar body " means; that is one of the 
things I object to in this Bill. We have 
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··establiched quite recently a Council of Agri
'"'Ultur:o, and wo know what that. is. "A 
si1nilar hody," vve nHty he told, is the Trad0s 
HalL If the Council of Agriculture has any 

·businPs·. in it, there is no necessity for the 
in cl us ion of those words " or such other 
similar bcidy." 

::Vlr. CoLLINS : You seem to be a wfull v 
alarmed about the Trades Hall. (Loud 

·Opposition !aught· r.) 

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill goes on to tell us 
that one of the GoYernmcnt n'ominees shall 
':lu the chairman of the board. \Vh1· the board 
should not, be privileg·cd to appo;nt its own 
('hainnan I an1 at a lo·A:; to know. There 
seems to be political influence in this. Whv 
ohould the Governor in Council sav who rs 
to be chairman? It is not po,,sible' for pro
bably the mos'c practical man-tho man from 
the University, who understands education 
in 'dl its phases-to get into the chair becaus·c 
the Minister in charge of the Bill' or the 
•Governor in Council, shall declare h:om time 
to time who is to be the chairman. The tenure 
of office is to b · for three years. Provision 
1s also made for fill in o- vacancies and for 
·collecting fees. " 

The l~REMIER: It is a govPrnrnental sv::.h~nr 
.of education. " 

Mr. VCJWLES: So rnu"h so that the Go
vernor in Coun<'i! can destrov the board and 
,create one indi1 idual in \Vhonl to vest the. 
whole of the powers of that board. 

The l'RE1IIER: That is a fatuous argument. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not. If it is com
petent iu appoint a person to be the Superin
:tendent of Agricultural Education later on 
why not do it no\v and be done with it~ Th~ 
Governor in Council haR power to desh·o,
the board, yet we are told it is to be a co,:
poration. \Yhich it is not. 

The S;:cRETARY FOR P GBLIC I"s'rRc:onoN : 
It is. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I cannot sec it in the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKS',RUCTION: 
1 t is in thP Bill. 

Mr. VO\YLES: A corporation can onlv 
:mean one thing. Th9 board will----- L 

"co-operate with loeal authorities in the 
c,tablishment of agricultmal schools and 
cla~Gcs. and, generally. in the promoting 
of a~;ncultural education.'' 

The boar.~ also is to have po\VE'r to 111ake rc
.norts and Issue bulletins. I sinccrelv trust that 
·dlll:ing the Committee stagc we sh,'"ll be able 
to UlBert the \Yards '' non-political ·bulletins." 
It seems to me that eyc;·v Government 
department to-f\ay is being us(•d for Govern
ment propaganda pnr]1oscs, and ono has onlv 
to look at the "Agricultural Journal" to 
find that it is r"pidl:-' developing into an 
adverilscrncnt for '' Theodoro and Co." 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. DASH: A pretty gooc! firm. 

Mr. \ OWLES : The Bill proyides that an 
..,pplication-

" for the ee,tablishment of an agricultural 
school or cln(Sses 1nav be: made bv anv 
local authoritv or more local authoritie's 
having juriodiction within such localities. 
or by any society, association, or body of 
persons,'' 

and they shall be called upon to give proof 
.of their bona fides by finding one-third of the 
estimnted cost of establishing and equipping 

those schools or classes. The Governor in 
Council then have power, if they eo decide 
on the advice of the board. to flnd the 
remaining two-thirds of the cost. The rnmw.v 
i:'l to bP expended on schools, part-tirnc 
schools, evening agri: ultural elasSL"3. and for 
hostels for the pupils. That is one of the 
thino'o that I have a.cJyoc&ted for the country, 
n1or~ partirularh~ in connection \vith hi~h 
schools. \Ve find in a good many places in 
the rountrv children come 25 and 30 miles 
bv train a.'nd otherwise to tho high schools, 
ai1d there is nn place at which the,· can stop 
if thev have to remain in tovn1 ovcTnig·ht. 
The lZ1cal authorities an' to eome into this 
matter in quite a big wa:T. Thc:v have no 
funds for a general purpose other than wh<tt 
is levied specially, and it would. be neress,;r.v 
for them to find the money m conncctron 
with this scheme bv striking- a S]wrial rate 
for that purpose. Clause 12 of the Bill says-

" A local authority me.y from time to 
tin1e raise an~' 111ol1eys ~·rquirN1 b:v it 
for the purposes of agriruitur:ll odlH;a
tion unrkr this Act bv moans of a sper1al 
rate, which rat<' ma~·. if deemed neces· 
sary, be a separate rate." 

Clause 9 prnv'des for the e;hblish!Ill'nt of 
aoTicultural s,chools. Power IS g1von to the 
1d;,a1 authorities to do certain thinp undPr 
that elause. and thev arP entitled aftf'rwanh 
to find monev for agricultural edurat'on, and 
the\ crtn ]c,~v a rate. aftr:r comnlying \vith 
the' nrovisiOJ{s of the Local Anthoritic s Art 
for the taking· of a poll. They will prov;dc 
one-third nf th0 initial <'ost. and. after th"t. 
apparently the money is to bc fou>;d by the 
Government for the cost of educa twn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBliC INSTRT"CTIO:>r: 
Yes. 

Mr. VO\VLES: If that is so, I would like 
the hon. gentleman to explain to me why. it 
is nel'Pssarv to provide that a local authnnty 
mav from' time to time raise any mone}' 
req.uired bv it for the purposes of agricul-

. tnral education. In onf' place 
[7.30 p.m.] the Bill rders to the establi,h-

rnent of schools, which means the 
erection of buildings and the equipment of 
the schoolR and then later on, it says " for 
the purpo'ses of agricultural education," 
which mio·ht mc~n finding the fees necessary 
to earn· ~n. Therc is one thing- I wish to 
draw a'ttention to before the Bill gets into 
Committee. On lino 30, pag<" 3, we finrl the 
word "Council." I am at. a lo~-, to know 
v.hat that word mcans. Should it not be 
"Board." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIO'GLTURE: It should 
be 'Board." 

Mr. VO\iVLES: So far as the principle is 
concerned. I approve of it. \V c shouJ.d ~:ive 
all the educational facilities we 'possibly 
can. (Goyernment laughter.) A man in ]lis 
ordinarv evervdav life mav have the desne 
to do certain things on principle, but he has 
not the cash to do them. Thc Government 
are in the position of an ordinarv business 
concern, and they desire to do all sorts of 
things which are highly desirable; but we 
know they have not got the cash to do them, 
and we want to know where the money is 
coming from before we commit the State to 
any additional expenditure. \V e naturally 
want to know what the scheme is going to 
cost and if there is any business in it. We 
are' told a good d<"al about rural schools. 
We are told that they have been a huge 
success. \Vould it not have been a reasonable 

]11 r. V owl es.] 
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thing for the Jl.f.inister to have given us the 
history of the rural schools, and traced the 
history of the pupils who have been through 
the echeols? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
Don't be absurd! 

Mr. VOWLES: If you are going to boost 
up your educational system, we naturally 
look for the results. We know the facilities 
are there. and wo would like to know what 
pupils attended the school·, how they suc
ceeded, and what eve•ntually bl'came of 
them. vVe would also like to know wh1t it 
is proposed to do with the experimental 
stations we already have. What is going 
to happen to Gatton College, and what is 
ga.ing to happen to the experiment station 
at Roma? Are these institutions to -degener
ate into rural schools? Ar-e thev going to 
be scrapped and the staffs dispensed ,, ith, 
or aro they going to be brought under this 
scheme? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
It will be the duty of the Board to attend 
to those matters. 

Mr. VOWLES: Has the Gatton College 
justified itself to such an extent that it is 
desirable we should incur more expense 
y< ,ul:v? Because Gatton College, to my 
knowledge, has never shown a credit balance 
for man--~ years. 

l\1r. I3ULCOCK: Do you want it to do so? 

Mr. VOWLES: Gatton College should 
show better than it is doing at present. 

Jl.1r. KIRWAN: It pro-duced the hon. mem
ber for Burnett; so what are you complain
ing about'? 

Mr. VtJWLES : That is one good thing- it 
has donr· It has also produced some very 
good tcachn,-among- them the hon. mem
ber for Stanlcy. Bl!t w0 understand that 
Gatton College is going to be scrapped, so 
it mu~t have degenerated since those c~ays. 
Out,idc; the principle. the Bill is purely a 
Jnatter for Cotnrnittce, and thE:re is very 
little further that I can say on it. I wi:l 
give it my support; but i sincerely trust 
that, when \\C get into Committee, lhe 
Minister will be able to give us informacion 
and figtHC'•, and enlighten the Committee on 
the matters to which I have referred. 

Mr. FEHRTCKS (South Brisbnnc): Dur·i"g 
the debate this a.fternoon hon. mmnlwrs 
opposite criticise-d the Government benuse. 
as they stated, they had neglected the in: 
tPrests of thp country in connection with 
the redistribution of seats. During the 
debate which took place on the Primary 
Producers' Organisation Bill hon. members 
opposite continuallv reiterated the statement 
that th0 Governm'cnt had never done any
thing for the country; and now, when the 
GovernmPnt propose to introduce a Bill to 
pr01·idc agricultural education-it was very 
difficult to find out. from what the leader of 
the Opposition sai-d, whether he supports or 
opposes the Bill--when the Government intro
duce "uch a Bill e.s this thcv criticise and 
charge the GovernmPnt with chasing the 
farmers for their votes. Hon. gentlemen 
opposite argue to suit their own book; the> 
cannot condemn the Government for not 
doing a thing and then later on condemn 
them for doing it. I am going to support 
the B1ll. because I have always considered 
that the greater the opportunities presented 
to the rising generation, the better it will be 

[1'1'lr. Vmcles. 

for the interests of the rising generation 
themselves, and also of the country as a 
whole; and particularly does that apply in 
regard to the young people brought up in 
the country. Having been roared in that 
atmosphere myself, and having gone to _;chool 
under -difliculties, I feel to the full any dis· 
abilitie< or hardships which are placed on 
boys and girls in the country ; and, for the 
life of me, I cannot understand why mem
bers of the Country party as one man should 
not welcome the introduction of this Bill, 
which aims at the dissemination of gre·tte1· 
knowledge amongst tlw boys and girb of 
the country. It virtuaily means takiug the 
school to them rather than taking them to 
Ga.tton College or the University, or any of 
·the secondary schools. The object of the 
Bill is to place educational facilities as con
veniently as possible before those who most 
require education; and for that reason I 
was nonpluPsod when I heard the contra
dictorY statements of the leader of the Oppo
sition: I am pleased to see that the Govern
ment are going on with this proposal. I 
think it w-ill be a success, and, oven if it 
does cost a little money, it will be money 
\Yell spent. I realise fully the ex?ellent work 
that this G-overnment have done m regard to 
educational facilities while they have been in 
power. Only this afternoon I looked up the 
detaih which were given to the hon. member 
for Hockhampton last se' sion in answer to 
a question regarding- the amount of mone: 
spent on education by the Liberal Gov..,rn
ment during the six years ended 30th June. 
1915, and the amount spent by the Labour 
Go,·ermnent for the six years ended 30th 
.Tune 1921. Tht' comparison was wholly in 
favo~r of the educational administration of 
this Government. J'\ot onlv was it in favom· 
of their administration, but also in regard 
to the erection of new buildings and the 
placin~ of educational facilities throughout 
the St~te. The increased expenditure by the 
Labour Government in six yC'ars over the 
total amount spent by the Liberal Govern
ment in a similar period was £2,334,022. 
The leader of the Opposition complained that 
this Bill was go-ing to result_ in increa~ed. 
expenditure. '!'hat is the last 1tem_ to whJCh 
exception should be taken. Durmg those 
'"ix vcars O"rcat stridr:.; in progress have been 
ma-de by tlus Government, and that excellent 
nocord is being continued ; and I am whole
hcartedlv in favour of the policy of the 
GoYern . .Uent in placing these e.duca.tional 
facilities before the people of the country. 
When the Minister was speaking. the hon. 
member for Pittsworth inquired whether anv 
extra educational facilities were to be granted 
in the larger centres of population, particu
larly in the metropolis. It is well known 
to hon. members that thcro has been a move
ment for the establishment of a high school 
on the south side of the river, and that the
department has acquired land in Jl.1usgraY<e 
Park. 

vYhile I take no exception to, but whole
hcarte?ly suppor~, the propos_als outlined m 
the Blll ther2 1s a congestwn, so far as 
cclnntio~al facilities arc concerned, in th2 
mdropolitan area. The Brisbane Hig-h 
Sclwol 's at present being conducted in the, 
old Normal school buildings and the old fire 
brigade buildings. The rooms in this insti
tution. I find from inqmnes made, arc;· 
altogether too 6mall. The grounds are very 
limited and unsuitable, and the congestion 
brought about by the 469 scholars at the 
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school is not in the best interests of those 
aHending. It wCLs understood that the rural 
schools whic.h were established in the coun· 
try, and 'the eighteen voca-tional schools which 
were worked in conjunction with them, 
were to be linked up with the Universit"·. 
I have heard comments from men in all 
stations of life with regard to what is to be 
the future of the boys and girls whom we 
see gomg to and from t.he Technical Colleg-e 
morning CLnd afternoon. A number of them 
take shorthand and ty1wwritiniT lessons 
while others are receiving technl~al edurm~ 
tion generaJly. I have heard the opinion 
expressed that, perhaps, after all, the attend. 
ance of these young people at the Technical 
Colleges may not be in the best interests of 
tb" State-a sentiment with which I 
thcroughly disagree. I contend that tho 
more one learns-and I think that this has 
been the experience of all of us-the more 
he realises how muc.h there is yet to learn; 
m fact, he JUSt begms to realise how much 
h' does not know. These bovs and girls who 
arc attending. oar Technicaf Colleges, what
ever occupation they may follow in the 
future-:-vhether they be farmers, carpenters, 
blacksmiths, or labourers-will make better 
workers at those occupations by virtue of 
having that education. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Some of them may become 
leaders of the Opposition. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FERRICKS; By virtue of that edu
cation they will be better fitted to carry out 
the -duties of the occupations which they 
take up. I mav point out that at the 
Central Technical College there are 320 
pupils-220 at the Technical High school· 
120 at the D~mestio Day School; and 480 at 
the Commercial Day School; mabn~ a total 
of 820; in addition to which th:re is a 
number of student, who take courses in on& 
or two subjects, and also 100 girl students who 
~re learning various subjects under the head
mg of domestiC .wiencc. I made it my busi
ness to ascortam from th0 Secretary for 
Public Instruction the position in regard to 
these matters, and !he Minister was good 
er>ough to give me what he stated were 
official figurPs in this connection. Those 
boys and girls, as well as the boys and girls 
lll the cou';'try w.ho arc to ho given educa

-tional fact!Itres by the operation of this mea· 
sur(), will be better ci t":zens by virtue of 
havmg . acqmred that knowledge. On the 
South side !-here is a population which would 
b<l served by the going on with the erection 
of the high school in South Brisbanc-a 
population of about 75,0JO people, repr~
sented electorally to the number of 40,000 
That arc.~ embraces quite a number of elec
t?ratcs-J_lulimba, Logan, Kurilpa, Ma.ree, 
Scuth Bnsbane, and Buranda. In that area 
there are fort-':-nine schools operating under 
the State, which would be feeders for the 
high school. In t.hat area there are 13,756 
State school pupils. In view of the conges
tlDn and the unsuitability of the old Normal 
school and fire brigade buiidinf(S for the 
cerry;ng on of the high school, and of the full 
workmg capamty of the Central Technical 
College, I trn't that the Government will 
give consideration to the matter of prooecd
mg with the erection of the high school at 
South Bnsbane to keep in step with the 
excellent. work they are continuing in the 
country m th1s regard. 

Mr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: Under thi;; Bill? 

Mr. FERRICKS: In conformity with the 
excellent work which they are continuing 

under the operations of this Bill. In 1~'20 
thf' ''"timatC"d co•t of school constructwn 
was about £22,800, and it is supposed to-day 
to Le ,omowhat less. I \\oul-d like to see 
thP Government put on the Estimates thie 
year a sum of about £10.000 as a commence
ment. Then we \vould be able to say that 
the boys and girls of the metropolitan area 
and in the large centres of population are 
given equal facilities, but not better, by this 
Government, to those given to the boys and 
girls in the countrv. The people who are 
living in the cour{try have had many of 
their disabilities removed. 

Mr. MoRGAN ; It is easy to see that you 
do not live in the country. 

Mr. FERRICKS: For every mile the hon. 
member has been over the State of Queens
land I have been over 50 miles. 

GOVERN11ENT IV1E;\1BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. li'ERRICKS ; In view of the senti
ments expressed by hon. members oppos-ite, 
it is a. marvel to me how they fail to 
sympathise with Labour Ministers. Fortun
atelY the Government go on with the idea of 
doing what is right in the interests of. the 
country, quite irrespective ?f the gibes, 
insults, and false charges which are almost 
incessantly hurled across the floor by hon. 
members opposite. The hon .. member f'?r 
Pittsworth this afternoon deliberately said 
that it was not worth paying a 6d. tramfare 
to interview a Labour Minister, but I think 
he wa" not speaking ser~ously. Th~ Labour 
policy is based on the Idea of dam<; what 
is right in the interests of the whole of 
Queensland and of every section of t~e 
people. The hon. member will see that he IS 
not giving a fair deal when he state.s that 
Ministers are animated by the sentiments 
he expressed. Fortunately for the interests 
of Qucen,land, Ministers are not. so affected. 
::\1v whole-hearted support goes m favour of 
th~s Bill ; and any measure of a ~imilar 
nature which is brought forward m the 
interests of the people of the country or the 
larger centres of population will have my 
equally hearty support. 

Mr. CORSER (JJurnett): I take a gr~at 
interest in this Bill. If there is one thmg 
that strikes me as essential for the future 
prosperity of agriculture . in the State, it is 
a Bill to provide educatwn for the people 
who arc occupying the land to-day ~s well as 
those who wish to go on the land m future. 
I do not know that the Bill provides for all 
the good things that are hoped fr_om it. I 
am afraid that it will create a certam amount 
of disorg-anisation in our agricultural educa
tion. When I say that, I cast my mind over 
the various institutions which have already 
been established arid the amount of work th~ t 
has already been done. We have ~ere .a Bill 
for providing agricultural educatwn m the 
State, and we have left outside the operation 
of the Bill the Agricultural College at Gatton 
-an institution on which a great amount ~f 
money is being spent. Whatever the .Agr:
cultural Collcg·e may be at the ])resent trme IS 
best known to the Government, but no Bill 
dealing with agricultural education can be 
perfected until it includes within its scope 
the whole of our .agricultural institutions. 
We are setting up under this Bill a gentle
man who is to be termed the Superintendent 
of Agricultural Education, and he is practi
cally to be the mouthpiece of the Board of 
Agricultural E·ducation. That Board prac
tically disa ppeaTs, so far as its name goes, 

]'}fr. Corser.] 
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in clause 5. I claim that we ehould start 
at the top of the tree, and not at the bottom. 
\Ve should try and organise our agricultural 
education, and, in view of the fact that an 
amount of elemeutary agricultural edL!Ca.tion 
has already been provided in this State, I 
consider that we would be right in establish
ing a Chair of Agriculture at the University. 
I do not wish in a.ny way to decry the 
enthusiasm that may be behind the Bill, but 
the Chair of Agriculture should be first cotab
lished, and I will give my reasons. You 
mu;;t have our agricultural education in the 
guidin&' hands of somebody who knO\';'S mOTe 
about. •t than those who are controlling our 
agricultural education to-day.- I say that 
advisedly, bec:·use we have to (SOt bigger men 
in agriculture to instruct our mstructors and 
our people and to teach them something more 
than they know already. It is no good 
putting people in the leading position in 
rr.atters such as this unless they have more 
knowledge than the people they have to 
teach. If we established a Chair of 
Agriculture, the professor would appoint the 
lecturers to the various faculties under him. 
There would be lecturers for such subjects as 
agricultural ~hemistry, plaut pathology, and 
vctcnnary sc1onco. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Do you want two chairs? 

Mr. CORSER: One chair--not two <'h<J.irs. 
I noticed, when the hon. mem:Jer for Barcoo 
y, as 'peaking at the introductory stage of the 
Bill, that he did not grasp the position at 
all. Only one Chair of Agr-icultl)re is needed, 
and it will be occupied by a Professor of 
Agriculture. We have not got a Professor of 
Agriculture in Lhis State to-day, but we should 
have a Professor of Agriculture to occupy 
the Chair of Agriculture at the Univer
sity. As the Director of Agricultural Educa
tion he would formulate his scheme, appoint 
lecturers to the v<trious branches of agricul
tural f'ducabon, and, as h(' knov.- w.P~1t 
higher education is, vrhat it is lH'ec-,~arv t0 
.in1part, -what jf' nL<cessary in the 1 \ a~~ of 
invc-tigution and re~earch in this ne\'.' 
ccunt ry. .and v. h.!t elernc:ntarv C'du-catlon i "· 
required, ho will go ahead· ·,t.ep h:; st.•p 
through our rural schools, our expcri·nr~nta~ 
plot•-, our Agricultural College, and even
tual!:; cnaHe the students to go for their 
diplomas in agriculture at the Univeroity. 
That is the sort of man we should ha'le at 
the head of our agricultural cdunti•D in 
Que,nsland. In that ·wav we .. hall be able 
to train students ,\~hD n1iv wi"h to ~raduate 
in some of the high~r bra,.;chP'• in ag-riculture. 
vVe kno-.. v how agricultural education has 
advnnc0d in .. A.xn0rica P..nd Euro]JPrtn coun~ 
trios. The position thPy have attaineJ in 
thc . .,o c0untdos was only reRclwd by long 
vears of rc ... enrch, and bv makin" avoila.ble 
~ll scientifiC' nv~:1n~ 'vhjch P11:1.bJ~d thorn tD 
get over i he diffirultics wh1cb nature has put 
in the '" 'v of the man on tho land. I hrcve 
alrcac/y {~jypn a consid0rablo an1ount of 
attention t'J this snbjcrt, having s0curcd a 
diplom· at the Agricultural Colleg-e <J.t Gat
ton; but I can sav that. having obtrtined that 
sci0ntiric kl1( 1 \Vl0rl,g-e in Pnnner:Hon wlth agri
f'ulturr. it sllo\vPd mP just ·what knDwlrd~e 
I had. and how mnch thcr' ,,·as vet to l>e 
learn0d in connection with this imnort•ant 
subject. \Vhcn we talk about agricultural 
educ 1tion. it opens up great nos'oihilities of 
research in Queensland. It is quite rif;ht 
that "·e should Pquip our young men so that 
they will be a.ble to carry out this research 
in the interests of agriculture. We cannot 
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secure the services of men from the other 
side of the world to come over here 
and help to the greatest degree because 
of the difficulties which we find here. 
The conditions arc totally difl'crent to 
ours. They have an excellent University in 
vViscoJBin, in the United State,, where they 
aro able to deal with conditi,ms as tlwv find 
them in America. Every State in the United 
States of Arnerir[l has its O\Yn Univers1t,_;~. 
and each one has a distinct fund to draw on 
for research work without having to depend on 
its Legislature from year to year. A certain 
amount of rnonov is also granted by the 
Federal Government, which they are certain 
of from year to year, and they ha vc not to 
apply to the Sta.te Legislatures for funds. to 
carrv on the work from year to year. Durmg 
the "time that I was at Gatton ColJ.ege, 
Parliament used to vote £6,000 annually. 

Mr. COLLINS: YYero there any unborn eggs 
there? (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: Yes: you were th~ flrst. 
(Laughter.) Out of that sum £4,000 p r 
annum was earned by the students of tlw 
Col1egt:, and the remeining £2,000 wcnr 
towar.ds pa:ving for sciontifie oduc:dio_n and 
the ent0rtaiument of mcn1bers of ParllarrH'1lt 
and other Yisitors to the institution. To-dn \' 
we find, not £6,000, but a vote of £20.000 
appropriated to Gatton College by ParFa .. 
1ncnt. 

~VI:r. COLLTXS: A re the studeat~ " going 
slo,v''? 

Mr. CORSER: I lJelicvc tlwre ar<' a f<•·s 
Labour repres0ntatives there. (L,wghter.) 

Mr. l3PLCOCK: Do vott think that Gatton 
Colic :c,e should be made to pay' 

Mr. CORSER: Not for one mom~nt. This 
Bill, is mpposcd to provide . an amount of 
monev for .aO'ricultural eduratlon. and we :1 re• 
told that we"' are going to have the assistanc<' 
of that fund. if it is necessarY. I may c-tat" 
thn.t the other dav I ask~cl for two roils o' 
-wirP netting to en~clo~0 R. ljttlP r-choo1 p1_ot f:n 
cnahle the "kiddirs" and th(' cnthnsJasbC' 
teacher to grow agricultural crops. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Did you .get it? 

Mr. CORSER: I got one coil. I was told 
the.t the regulation provided that only one 
coil of wire could be supplied. (Laughter.) 
If we have not. got enough money to supply 
two coils of wire for a little schDol, hmv are 
,..,· ,;;oing- to provide t.he money for tlww 
a o-ricultural schools? It is stated that Gatton 
('';!lege is not a success at the pr-esent time. 
One of the reusons is because the farmers of 
Queensland wcm dcnrived of the advantage 
o'f attending the farmers: classes U·c!~ally 
hdd at the college durmg the hohda).
period. The Government withdrew the cheap 
fares but that was no discredit to the 
college. If that is the way our present 
agricultural institutions are treated, how 
are we going to find the money to do 
all the o-ood things provided bv this Bill? 
If we fir~t established a Chair of Agriculture 
at the Univ0rsitv and appointed a Professor 
of Agriculture, he would have his big experi
mental farm and would be able to Ccury on 
his r-esearch work and enahle the students 
to "'ain their diplomas in agriculture. Unless 
we "'carry these things out properly, how are 
we going to -deliver. lectures to our farm~rs 
in the country? It IS no good for a theonst 
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"" even a practical man to go to a number 
col farmers in the country and lecture to them 
unless he can show them by results that they 
can do something better than they are doing 

themselves. It is no good telling 
[8 p.m.] them things-you must show 

them. The professor could 
'hav·e his experimental plots on which he 
'Could use the scientitlc methods which he 
'Claims are efficient to improve agriculture for 
the benefit of the farmers. We have our 
;practical farmers here to-day; but from the 
theoretical side such a man could show us how, 
for instance, to secure nitrogen fron1 the air 
instead of buying it in bags and dumping it 
con the soil-as the hon. member for Stanley 
·can tell us. V\T e can use the organisms in our 
·soils to collect nitrogen from the air and 
so help the farmers and also ourselves. When 
we can show the farmers by scientific ·experi
·ment the possibilities of improving their own 
-conditions, we shall secure their interests, 
-which will reflect benefit on the State and 
everybody concerned. Let us secure a good 
-scientific man as director who would also fill 
the bill as professor at the University. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
interjected. 

Mr. CORSER: I claim that neither at 
Sydney nor Melbourne have they established 
a system similar to what I have suggested, 
and appointed a Director of Agriculture 
<Jccupying the Chair of Agriculture at the 
Urih-ersity, and having in his hands the 
·dirocticn of the whole of the agricultural 
.education of the country. Had they that 
system of organisation, they would fill the 
youngster with interest. and equip him with 
knowledge the,t would make him a useful 
unit in agriculture; but their agricultural 
colleges, lilw that at Gatton, do not provide 
s1.>fficient study to enable a lad to gain a 
diploma which will fit him for the University_ 
There is at Gatton no stepping-stone to-day 
from which a lad could, if we had a Chair 
.of Ag·riculture. r·ise to the University with 
that higher degree of effici·ency-that higher 
.education in any particular braneh of agri· 
culture which is necessary to enable him to 
understand the course. That is the position 
in which manv students found themselves 
when I was a 'student there, although there 
were r.nggestions in l~arliament--and many 
·of us believed in them then, although they 

genPrall.v from the kerosene case 
elections--

MEMBER : Your father spoke 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: He never spoke on it, 
because a keroQene case would not hold him. 
iLaug-htor.) The suggestion was that they 
·should take two or three lads from Gatton 
-who possessed the necessary qualifications and 
·send tbem to America to seek the education 
necessary to enable them to become professors 
-and aid in research work in our own State. 
I:; is impossible to qualify as anything more 
than an ordinary agriculturist at Gatton 
'College-Parliament has not made the pro
vision ; we cannot blame the college. We 
have there as good stuff as they have in 
America. Fro'l'l what one can gather from 
our soldiers who went to America recently 
to study agriculture, irrigation, animal 
husbandry, and other branches of knowledge, 
they could, with proper advantages, have 
qualified here to the same degree as our 
Amerioon cousjns. 

Under such an organisation, the professor 
<Occupying the Chair of Agriculture being also 

the Director of Agricultural Education, some 
of the existing staff in our institutions would 
provide his lecturers in various subjects. He 
would require his big experimental fa1-rn and 

his equipment to carry out research 
and his experimental plots witb the 

and the organisation oE 
grammar schools and 

primary schools. \Ve are considering an 
Agricultural Education Bill, providing for 
the appointment of a Superintendent of 
Agricultural Education, and he is to be 
appointed after the Bill has passed through 
the House, whereas I claim that he should 
have a hand in directing the organisation. 
If he is going to be the director, why should 
h'' not direct'! 

Do you suggest that wo 
a superintendent without 

authority? 

CORSER: I do not. Hon. members 
do a lot of things without parlia

mentary authority. The organisers under 
another Bill were appointed and out in the 

narliamentary authority was 
I not opposing the Bill, but I am 
suggestions which I think might be 

Mr. W. CoOPER: Go along to the Director 
of Agriculture and advise him. Don't make 
tho suggestions here. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member looks 
upon the Council of Agriculture as a kind 
of Soviet. The hon. member can go and 
get. his instructions there ; we have the right 
to speak here on the Bill. We kcow that 
practical knowledge .and practical education. 
too, .are of very great value. I would take 
hon. members back to the early days of 
dairyiDg, when the farmers got their start 
from the travelling dairy under the late Mr. 
John Mahon, which was practically the 
beginning of the co-operative system in 
Queensland, the greatest in Australia. It 
went right throughout the State when there 
were no factories. and set up in a place for a 
fortnight. The farmers were asked to bring 
their cream or milk, and the young women 
were invited to help make the butter. The 
people began to say, " If we had a little 
monev of our own, we could have a factory 
o{ OLlr " They did combine; but we 
stopped have not done very much 

in I do not say that you are 
to the elements of wheatgrowing 

way, although we have in Mr. 
Soutter, an old Gatton boy, too, a great 
a.uthority in the hybridisation of wheat, who, 
with facilities, would carry on an education 
in the growing of wheat of higher standards 
that would be of very great benefit to the 
State. This Bill does not provide for that. 

Our high schools are free, but under the 
Bill higher education in agriculture is not 
going to be free. We find also that, if a 
local authority wants an agricultural school 
in its centre, it must provide one-third of 
the cost., but it is otherwise if the Governor 
in Council decide that one is necessary under 
clause 8, which provides-

" The Governor in Council, upon the 
recommendation of the Board, may from 
time to time establish in such places as 
are deemed expedient-

(a) Agricultural schools or agricul
tural classes." 

They may establish a school in Brisbane 
that may supersede in importance the 

Mr. Oorser.] 
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Ag-ricultural College at Gatton. Where the 
Gcvernment wish to establis.b these schools it 
appears that they can establish them; but, 
when a local authorjty wants one in the 
country, they must pay one-third of the cost. 
Agricultural cduca.tion is required very con
siderably in new areas. We are about t<:> 
spend £2,500,000 in opening the Upper 
Burnett lands, where there is not very 
much known about the poss-ibilities of 
ag-riculture. The Government have not 
establishe-d any ag-ricultural farms there. 
Certainly, the district would give some 
indication of the things that ca.n be grown. 
But in such an area we should have at a 
very early date an experimental farm and a 
system of education for all the people who 
g·.J there. People in all walks of life, from 
other Sta.tes and the other side of the world, 
will be g-oing there. We should have a farm 
gro\ving the various cominodities it is po5· 
siblo to grow in tha.t district; it should bo 
demonstrated how they are g-rown, when it 
is best to plant, and what variety is best to 
plant. By that means we shall show people 
who have not the slightest idea on the 
matter what t.he possibilities »re in the local
it_y in which they are g·oing to settle. I 
think that suggestion is timely when we are 
considering a Bill for the advancement oi 
ag-ricultural education. I am supporting the 
Bill. I offer those sugg-estions in the hope 
that it may be made a better Bill. As far 
as »g-ricultural bulletins g-o, Professor Shel
ton instituted that system years ago; and 
very valuable biilletins are still on record 
~hawing the growth of various crops from 
both the scientific and the practical side. If 
the same system is g-oing to be instituted. here, 
it will be of great value to the farmers who 
ar8 settled and those who will settle in the 
future. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): Probably if one 
came to view the activities of some of the 
greatest men in the world, one could not 
escape such names as Lawes and Gilbert in 
the Old World; the great hybridiser of 
America-Burbank; and. in Australia, 
Farrar, as being outstanding examples of 
progressive civilisatiDn. Their activities will 
be more or less confined to breeding and 
evolving plant life more suitable to the sus
tentation of human life, and evolving types 
more suitable to the districts for which they 
are evolved. That brings us to a cDnsidera
tion of what is true greatness. I think it 
was Dean Swift who said that a man who 
makes two care; of corn g-row where one grew 
before is probably one of the greatest men 
in the world. If that is so. then a Govern
ment or an individual who is voing- to 
make these things possible in the future tD 
a g-reater extent than they have been pos
sible in t.hc past is, probably, no less a bel)e
factor. When I was considerably younger 
than I am now-(laughter)-I was a mere 
boy then-I had a vn.g-ue recollection of Mr. 
Farrar, and his activities in the Riverina 
district. I remember the treatment which 
was meted out to him. He probably did 
more for the wheatg-rowers of Australia than 
any other man in Australia has done up to 
date ; but he was thoug-ht so little of bv a 
paternal Government that he was allDived 
to pay the cost of his own experiments in 
the early years of his work. 

Mr. EDWARDS: He brought millions to 
Australia. 

Mr. BULCOCK: It was a positive dis
grace! A conservative Government were not 

[Mr. Corser. 

prepared to spend money on ag-ricultura£' 
education. Farrar was not deterred by that. 
He instituted a system of plant breedmg. 
We may have in our community to-day indi
viduals just as capable as .Mr. Farrar. We 
may have a boy or girl in our community 
who will take up the good-I was almoot 
tempted to say the glorious-work being 
performed by Mr. Soutter at Roma. (Hear, 
hear!) No one has a greater admiration 
for t.he work of Mr. Soutter than I have. 
Any nation, or any State, that refuses to 
spend money on ag-ricultural education. 
decays; and national decay lea-ds to national 
deBtruction. In the settlement of our emp~y 
spaces we have a big problem. I know that 
a great many individuals who returned from 
the front and settled on the land were incap
able of making a livelihood owing to a cer
tain lack of training. If we want to build 
a house we insist on that work being done· 
by a journeyman carpenter under a fore
man. If we want to have any other work 
done, we insist on having, not the appren
tice or the labourer, but the trained intellect .. 
Yet in the most vita.l aspect of our life-~ 
t.hP preparation and growth of our food 
supplies-we have been content in the past 
to go along without providing facilities for 
national training. Training in agriculture 
necessarily, I think, must be a charge on the 
State. The hon. member for Burnett was
constrained to think that we should estab-~ 
lish a Chair of Agriculture and Veterinary 
Science ; but appeared to put the two· 
together. If we were to put the two, 
together, it would take about seven years 
for a student to take a diplDma and become 
efficient in both branc,hes. In New South· 
Wales th€re is a Chair of Veterinary 
Science and a Chair of Agriculture ; they are 
absolutely distinct one from the other; each 
is presided over by a professor of the faculty 
-the School of Agriculture by Professor 
Watt, late of Johannesburg University, and· 
the V eterinflry School by Professor Stewart. 
But, in spite of the fact that two faculties. 
are maintained in both the Sydney and Mel
bourne Universities, we find that in the 
Chair of Agriculture in Sydney there are 
twenty-five students. and in the Chair of 
Agziculture in Melbourne there are only 
ten students. In veterinary science in 
Svdnev there are fifteen students at the 
lY'~DSt Up-to-date and best-equipped school in 
Australia; and in Melbourne, in the two 
schools of veterinary science-the Jl.felbourne 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Uni
versity School of Veterinary Science-we 
find an aggreg-ation of only forty student6 
I take the attitude that the money which 
will be involved in. t.his qnestion must be 
spent in such a way as· to bring about the 
utmost good. I do not think the establish· 
ment of a Chair of Ag-riculture and of 

Science-one seems to me to be
from the other-would produce· · 

that we desire. But I think that, 
when we hn,ve started on the groundwork 
and trained the individual, we be able· 
to pass him on to another Chair .Ag-ricul-
ture. I have made the sug-g-estion more than· 
once in this House, and I reitereto it, that, 
while at present I cannot see that the expense 
in connection with the maintenance of a·. 
Chair of Ag-riculture is justified, yet I think 
that our system of education should pro
vide that students who have disting-uished' 
themselves-say, in research work on the
one hand or veterinarv animal husbandry 
on the other, in the" elementary course, 
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provided at Gatton, or any other branch of 
agricultural rc,eareh-other things being 
equal and their qualifications warranting it, 
shonld be allowed to take out an exhibition, 
;,c.~1olD rship, bursary, or whatever :vou like 
t0 call it, at the Svdnev or Melbourne 
Univenity to pro"<'cute their studie'·· That 
wou_l.d be a ten1porary \Vay of overcoming 
a difficultv that could be overcome in no other 
way in Q1n'ensland. The leader of the Oppo
:-it.-ion ntentioned the question of finance. That 
is worthv of some consideration. The cost 
of the n1aintenanco of the officers who will 
be appointed under this Bill, and the general 
svstem of instruction which will arise out of 
this Dill, should most necessarily not be 
·charged against consolidated revenue, but 
should be more or less in the nature of an 
invcstrrL•nL It will be money spent to pro
-duce wealth just the same as capital is 
invested in industry to-day. The individual, 
because of training, will produce a greater 
harvest, and that greater harvest will in 
itself produce greater pros lority to the State. 
I cannot sc:o any yer, U'eftnite reason 1A~hv 
the fina• cial oblig1tion. under this Bill shoul.d 
be insurmountable. I want to be; quite frank 
in dealing with Gatton Collcge. On two 
occasions I have availed myself of the oppor
tunity of visiting that place. On one occasion 
I went, not under the wing· of any Minister, 
but in order to gain a fair opportunity of 
seeing what the collcg , stood for and what 
it was doing. I say frankly tlnt I was dis
appointed at the educational facilities offer
ing. The Gatton that I saw may be different 
from the Gatton that supplied thn diploma 
to the hon. member for Btnnctt, but I am 
going to spoak of Gatton as I found it. My 
impression was not a favourable one. I have 
fol' a long time held the opinion thrtt we 
could institute a better system of agricultural 
education than exists in our State to-dav. It 
is rather significant that the State \vhich 
stands out in the forefront w·ith r-egard to 
a gncuitural education is New South ·wales. 
It off'ets greater agricultural facilities than 
any other State in the Commonwealth. Those 
agricultural facilities, or the foundation for 
those facilitios-strang·e though it may appear 
to hon. m· mbers opposite-were laid down 
by Labom· Governments. vVe should look at 
the policies underlying the various Govern
ments to see whether agriculture is a play
t.hing, or whether it has received serious 
considrration by various parties. I suppose 
the Quccnsl>tnd Parliament to-day as a govern
ing body has more agricultural projects before 
it than any other State in the Commonwealth, 
and I believe rightly so. So far as the 
agricultural policy is concerned in other 
States, there is a singular lack of nnanimity. 
Agricultural education to be sucoeesful must 
be progressive. I would like hon. members 
to make one single application of that state
ment. I would ask hon. members to look at 
" Knibbs," and they will see that from year 
to Y' .1r the agricultural facilities provided 
in the other States do not vary one iota. I 
am pleased to have an opportunitv of welcom
ing a new progression to the art and science 
of agriculture. 

l\1r. FRY: Is not all education progessivc? 

Mr. BULCOCK: It should be. Agricul
tural education has not be "n progressive in 
recent years in other States. Turning to 
other countries, we find that in Great Britain 
for the current year £1,000,000 is being spent 
on the encouragement of agricultural research 
and agricultural education. I think it is a 

sign of the times that those countries that 
have the greatest industrial and economic 
problems are turning to the land as a solu
tion cf the difficulties that are confronting 
them. I am not going to sa?· that tnis 
Government is turning to the land, but the 
individual boy and girl attending- our schools 
to-day must be educated in the problem of 
agriculture so that he may be able to go 
on the land and help fill our empty spaces. 
The leader of the Opposition threw a challenge 
across the floor of the House to the effect, 
" You want to close up Gatton." I will state 
what I would like t.o see evolve out of this 
BilL I do not regard Gatton as being the 
centr-e of agricultural education. Gatton can 
never becon1e that centre. It is situated in a 
certain climate under certain conaitions; it 
can only gro1v certain crops, and can only 
doal vvith certain agricultural questions, and, 
that being so, if we are going to conccntraw 
our agricultural education at Gatton, the 
rcs\tlt will be that we can only train along 
ccrt :tin lines. 

JHr. GREEN: Does that not apply to every 
agriC'ultural college? 

::\1r. RCLCOCK: We have in our central 
institution the possibilih of only educating 
along agricultural lines in a set sphere of 
agricultural industry. The hon member inter
jects, "Does that not apply to every agri
cultural college?" It undoubtodly would 
apply to all institutions. but to-day we are 
nndergoing the stage of specialists. The 
hon. member for 'I'ownsvillc. coming from a 
Northern constituency, is interested in sugar
cane. \Y c are all interc.;:tcd in sugar-cane, 
because it is "~ national industry. Have we 
g-ot any places whore we can train students 
succcssfull~· in tho various stages of the 
gro\vth of sug-ar-c,lnO? It is v..;sE:ntial that 
\Ve should ha \-e our different institutions in 
our different climatic belts. 

::\lr. GREEX: Decentralisation? 

?\h. 13UL\'OCK : In agricultural education 
d,·centralisation is essentia I. It is becallse 
of the dcccntralieat;on of climate that we 
have rural schools and oxporimPntal stations. 
\V e have an agricultural experimental farm 
nt Gjndi. one [l"t I-Icrrnltag-e. one at Home 
Hill, aJ,J ono is now being estrrblished in 
the Da,vson Valley. I think that in the 
futuro Gatton will have to rPsolve itself 
into a c0nt.rc where ,dairying, and farming 
as"ociai·cd with dairying, will be taught: It 
is an ideal place and has ideal lands for 
such a pro.i~ct; but we have the problems of 
mixed husbandry. The time will come when 
he shall have to face that problem. We are 
r:ot facing it to-clay. Let us seo how it is 
being fared. or sidetracked. In the Central
iVostcrn district of QuePnsland there is a 
necessity for thousands of rams every year. 
\Vc have the climate and the soil. and we 
can breed those rams in Queensland; but, 
unfortun<ttely, we have not got the stock; 
and we have not got the stock because we 
have not evolved it. and every year we 
•end thousands and thousands and thousands 
of pounds out of our State to purchase rams, 
very frequently at a great loss, in the 
Southern stud markets and bring- them to 
Queensland. Let us assume, for the purpose 
of my argument, that this Board of Agri
cultural Education, which will be established 
under the Bill, has before it the necessity for 
considering the question of improving the 
condition of our stock and our wool. Let 
us confine the issue, for the sake of simplicity, 
to wool. On Gindie could be bred the type of 

Mr. Bu7cock.) 



526 Agricultural Education Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Ag1 icultural Education Bi!!. 

~beep th"t vJmld fulfil our nccdc. Hon. 
members oppo•;ite might say that the flock 
that Gindi could carry would not be large 
enough. but we could do "hat has been doue 
at the ,-al'iou;:: oxperime_ntal stations in New 
South \Yale.;, and th11t is, lay the foundation 
for good Gocks. The chief n,~ed of !he 
st•J.::ctur to- day is rarns, :tnd they cannot get 
thorn Lecac"c it costs too much to bring them 
from Sourl1crn RivC'rina, rq1d they are not 
bred to rtny extent in Ccntral-\Vostern Queens
laud. A,; a matter of fact--I think I am 

fairly right in this insbmcc-1 
[8.30 p.m.] know of only one station in 

<;;'uecnsland sdling stu-d rams, 
that is Il •rcrtldinc Downs, and they have a 
very ~rr dl flock there. \Ye c:1n improve 
the qualit.y of our wool by training men who 
are capJJLlo of looki11g r,t-, the wool and 
tcllin; rm· what purrose it is most useful. 
I \-, "-S ont in Ccntral-\Yestcrn Queensland a 
little hile ago, and, to my surprise, I met 
:\Jr. :\Tart)" s, who was the \,'ool expert in 
Kc'w ~'omh iYalc,-I studied sheep and wool 
under hm. for some considerable time. vYhen 
I met him I said, "\Vhat are you doing 
h0rc," ho F:1id, "I urn classing stock." I 
said, " Cannot they find men out here cap
able of doing tha1 ?" IIo said. "They can
l!ot. Do you think they would pay me to 
come all lhc wav from ]\l[elbourne to class 
this stoek if th1. : could fil!cl a locill man to 
do it?" f kno;Y there arc no local u,va 
capable of doing the work; but under this 
sssten1 of ( duentiou -," o can train 1octd tnc~n 
and we call c ohc a type of ,. ool which will 
bring greater werrlth to Queonsland-a lype 
of "''ool t~nt the 1narkeis of the VYorld ,1rc 
crying- oat for to-da~v; a type of vyool simihr 
to that which was sol-d at 5ld. per lb. on the 
op•cn market the other clay, a;od which \vas 
prcduc~d ~n l\orth-\V est Quccndand. 

Mr. G. P. BAR;;r:.s: That show: th'tt some
O!lC has b0cn developing the industry. 

2\.Ir. BULCOCK: It wonl-d be quit<' unfair 
to suggP t tlH,t nobody has been devoting 
any ti:nc to the bc:-:•ding of these sheep. I 
do n~)t. v, c.nt to < onvc.r that impression at 
all; bu:· I w:tnt hon. member,, to bear in 
mind that thl' smrrll selector buvs th- culls 
fnn'D the flocks from the big; er stations, an-d 
l1c i:) not abk) as a general rule, to class 
th:-t stock cf!icic'ltly, and he coes along 
blindly in the cl nk brl'oding that sort of wool 
that !\nture is good enol1;;h, una.ided, to 
allow him to proc1uco. It is pOFoible to 
tmiu a hd and terch him what to look for 
vYhat chrlractcridlrs arc ncce~·:Jary, and whaf 
poinls manifest thomee!ycs in the ;;·col, and 
breed acf'ordingly. Thi),t can b,~ done; and 
we can do it in thi' State if \VC' onlv l,ave 
the courcge to fa< ; the pocition. At the 
IIcrn1it<1ge \Yn cnn tr(lch 1nlxcd husbandry, 
and at the 1'\orthcrn btate farms we can 
t' ach su~ar culture. All these things havo 
a distinct a<I va~1trrgc :--a far as economic con
ditions in Quccnsl:uld are conc·erned, and 
\YQ \Yill solYc our problems n1oro by regard 
to thi.o th.tn by regar{l to many 
other th :t cmr1e before this HousP. 
T h~lY- dt-..~dt at somn length ;,yjth the bearing 
that this Bdl will have on the 'hoop industry. 
The «amc , 1'?HirlC~1t rnight b·~ applied so far 
a th,, cattle induclry is ooncorned, an-d will 
dd\nitolv appl 0' so far as the farmcr,s are 
concerned. I do not for one~ moment \\'ant 
to ca~t an~~ re-flection on th0 average farmer. 
I rero::rni .c that the farmer is an excecdinglv 
busy man. and an t'xcec>r1ingly important unit 
in nur rivili3ation to-da.:;·. But, unfortu· 

[Jfr. Bulcor:k. 

nately, the farmer has not got the time w 

apply himself to the more or lcs· scie!ltific· 
problems of agriculture or, in the altermttive. 
to the application of the scientific problems· 
that are laid down by those who are engaged. 
in agricl,fltural research. I 1nay be thought 
a visionary, and it ma0 b0 said that I am 
looking a long way ahc;•-d; but I believe this 
Bill is capable of putting a traine-d mat~ 
into every farmer's honu: in (.:iuocnsland. 
That i,; what I want to see. The farmers 
are losing incred-ible sums year in an-d year 
out because thev have nov0r been trained in 
some of the ess.ential -details of agricultural. 
science. I -do not want to talk about agri
cultural scif'nco; but quite recently I ,,·as in 
an agricultural district in :1'< ew South Wales,. 
and a farmer there, a very great friend of 
n1ino, whose p1ace I was vi;;;;it.ing, was busy 
applying lime to the soil. A very laudable 
thing; hut the next week he came along and· 
put bonedust on the soiL Kow, hon. mem" 
bcrs know that the lime, combi11ing with 
certain properties in the boncdust, £orn1s 
free nitrogen, and the vaiue of that fertiliser· 
was completely lost to the soil. In spite of 
that fact, this farmer was -doing as I S>CY; 
and he is not an isolated instanu~. In any 
numb-'r of cases we know farmers apply 
bonedust, quite regar-dlc.-; of the constituents 
of the soiL They have only orre item in their 
rnanurial calen-dar. The hon. member fon 
Jviurrurnba lmowJ that they only u: ,, bone
dust. Under thi,, systn11 the boys YYill be 
traine-d so that, when thry go on the farm, 
they wiil be a blc to di, tingui sh between the 
different clasc;cs of soil. I am not going te 
say that soil analysis and that mrt of thing 
i· necessary. I do not think soil analysis 
is worth a ~nap of the fingers so far a~ agri
culture is concerned, bt-~cause there are so, 
1nan.; variat.il11 s. But ther(! are generat rules
in follow so far as the majority of soils 
arc concerned. Thr• average f'lrrne:r probably 
only gains knowlodg0 afL:r years of cxperi
mwo, and -during those years he has lost 
very considcra blo sun1s of n1one:v~ year in 
and ye·u out. If he had the elementary. 
trainjng that was necessary, thc,·,e amounts 
would not have been lost. This Bill. thcre
forP, 1noans, not further Pxpcnditurc, but the 
con-,enation of the agricultural ;·;calth of 
Queenslan-d, and, in turn, the benefit will be· 
distributr~d oyer the whole of the community. 
In the near future, thanks to the polio:' of 
leasehold tenure that this Government advo
cate, there aro going to bo big tract.~ of land 
available. \Yho is going to settle those· 
lands? It is all very well to say we have 
men '" ho are prepared to go on those lands. 
I do not givr a rap for the man who goes· 
on the lnnd without training. I have seen 
too mfinv failures, limited and all as mv 
figricultu;·al experience has been. But, much· 
and all as we are inclined to decry agri
cultural education, much an-d all as we arc 
-disposed to condemn it, much and all as the 
farmer is disposed to regard it as being an 
excrescence on far1n work, n1:v experience· 
lends me to say that the men who went 
through an agriCultaral college at the sarne 
time as I went through cue, and who settled· 
on the land, made a succc<_, of it. The 
trained man does make a success to a greater 
extent than the mo~tn who is not trained. 

J\fr EDWARDS: I -do not think that nas 
been so. 

;I;Ir. BUL\'OCK: I am afraid thr' iwn 
member bcloEf'S to the type of farmer v. ho. 
-does not bclio.-c in agricultural education. 
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:\lr. Env.~:.RDS: It has been said that the 
lad trained at an agricultural college is a 
failure•. 

)fr. Bl~LCOCK: That is not my experi
ence. 

~\h. EDW~\RDS: That has been my experi
encl'. 

Ylr. Bl'LCOCK; I would like to remind 
the hon. member tbat I belong to an old 
boy ::i' union frorn a certain agricultural col
]pg<', <tnd e\'cry now and then we have a 
reunion, and most of the fellows who went 
through that college >Yith me are on the 
land, awl most of them are doing well. 

:11r. EDWARDS: How many thousands are 
doing well who never had a college educa
tion? 

I1lr. BULCOCK: That is so; but has the 
hon. member ·-topped to consider how much 
better tlwy would have been doing had they 
had a college cduratjon; and, again, how 
much mon~y have they lost through lack of 
education; and how much money has the 
cunmunity lost because those people had not 
bceu educated'? Let us go a little bit 
further. These leasehold properties are 
going to fall vacant, and it is necessary that 
"·e should people them with an efficient 
people; and eflicienc:v means training. This 
is the age of specialisatiou. 

An 01'!'0SITION ME)!BER: How long will it 
take·? 

Mr. BULCOCK: The problem has to be 
faced ·onw time. and, if it ha to bf' faced 
~ome time, \vhy not faee it 110\V? 

GoVERNl.lEXT :YIE)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

1\1r. Bl)LCOCK: We have got the courage 
to face it while other Governments did not 
have the courage. Hon. members opposite 
may say we are facing it at the eleventh 
hour; but better the eleventh hour in tho 
interests of Queensland than not to face it 
at all. 

GovERN)!E::iT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

~\Ir. 1'-.RY intei:jectecl. 
:\Ir. BLLCncK: The hon. :>wmber for 

Kurilpa is dj ·po~ed to sneer Ht the.-3e things; 
he i.~ Ji~poscd to pub his clou1en·~uxy rudJ
li _mtary kno\Ylcclge against the a 1 owed kll01Y

lcJg·c of agricd.ltural organisers and agricul
tttral societies. If the hon. ll18lnber was sincere 
in the·-e 1natturs, he \v'ould certainly pay sonte 
att<mtion to this discussion rather than loll 
hack in his coat in this House and coutinually 
tLro\v inane int,-rjections across the Chan1bcr. 
Ld us go a little further. l ECG another 
gtt:at and in1portant developrncnt ill thi~, con
ne.ction-th~ creation tbrovghout tlw length 
and breadth of QucPusl>tnd of ccntrr's v.hcre 
a;n·i( u1tural work will be carrjed on. Only 
the other c!.ty I received a sample of cotton 
from the ,Jericho Sta to School. J cricho is 
on the .Jordan, and it is situated in the heart 
of the dE"'ert. (Laughter.) 

'VIr. KmwAN: I never saw any river when 
I was there. (Laughter.) 

:Mr. RCLCOCK: At Jericho there is 
nothi"g but sand. The State school teacher 
came to me, and said, " Could you secure 
some cotton seed for me?" I secured some 
seed for him, and he said. " Mr. Bulcock, 
would vou like to talk to the children for a 
little w'hile ?" and I said I would. I talked 
t•> them about ageiculture, and abaut what 
they could do in their little gardcm. I did 
.~ot. prcmi~e the1n chocolates or anything like 

that. (Laughter.) The cotton was planted 
out, and the children did their best to grow 
i•. I submitted the sample of cotton which 
t h''.Y grew to the cotton expert of the Depart
nH•.Jt of .Agriculture yesterday, and in a 
letter to me on the subject, he states-

" Following on your visit of yesterday 
having reference to the quality of two 
samples of cotton submitted to you by 
the head teacher, State school, Jericho, 
I have to advise that these are distinctly 
fine samples of Upland cotton, being 
bright in character anrl long in st.a pie, 
the lint being of a po_rticularly good 
quality." 

That wa. gro1H1 by the children, practically 
unaided and without instruction from the 
teacher. Thoro we h<tve an instance of how 
t ho children a re prepared 1 o do solncthing 
to advance agriculture. They only require· 
a little incentive. This Bill should make it 
possible to have an agricultural plot or plots 
ac eyory school, with travelling agricultural 
instructors. 

Mr. FLETCHEP.: It. is not bad lar.d about 
Jericho. 

1\lr. BULCOCK: You cannot compare the 
'oil around ,T cricho with the soil in any other 
diJtriet; but my time is limited and I will 
discu ,, Jericho soil with the hon. member· 
afterwards. I have s.hown that the State· 
~chool children at Jericho ea n grow cottollL 
very satisfactorily. The chief disadvantage' 

hich we labour under iil the West is 
inability to secure acclimatised seeds. I 
believe that under a proper system of cduca
ticn, with travcllicg agricultural instructors 
\'istting the various Fchoo]s, :;uperintending 
the> plots, and giving instruction on hybridisa
tion and crossbreeding, we would, perhaps, 
eyojyc types suitable for Central and \V estern 
C)uecnsland, and other districts also. Th · 
que:;tion of gra.,ses is distinctly bound up 
in this n1atter; and \vho are more cornpctcnt 
to altt•nd to the itnproveruont of grasses and 
1 o watch and collect data in connection with 
the• ~trtificial gro.sscs than the school childrcu 
''here there are sehool ploh ze:1louoly tm,ded 
h cr:~husiastic childc(:n ·r I see unlimited 
J•Ooibilitiu in thic Bi\1. Hon. members 
1'P]H: it(l 1nuy be Jispos(~d to cavil and sneer 
at the Bill. 

::\1r. EDWARDS: That is not true. 

MI·. BULCOCK : I do not think all hon, 
members are; but, like the hon. memher who 
inanely interjects, some arc disposed to find 
fault. Some hon. members ask what. the • · , 
will do; but a casual perusal will show that 
I~ is 1no:rc or le,-,s a skelcton--

Mr. vVARREN: It is window-dressing. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Which will be filled iH 
by the Superintendent of Agricultural Eduoa
t10n. l t has been suggested by the hon. 
member that it is window-dressing. If it 
was desired to make this Bill a window
cl rec. ,ing Bill, thoro are not one or two, but' 
"' doz•n, points in which it could he made· 
attractive', but they have been purposely 
Jdt out so that the superintendent of agri
rultural education to he appointed under the 
Bill will have full and unfettered control to 
work out thc destinic,s of agriculture as he 
may think fit. But the Bill is colourless, and 
you have to infuse life into it by recognising 
the functions that will be performed by the 
officers who will be appointed under the 
rnr~asure. We have conferences on town 
planning, and we talk about beautifying oui· 
cities. Our Governor remarked upon the duli 

Jl!r. Bul(!ock.] 
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greyness of Brisbane. I am ono who be1~~'Ves 
both in pr:1cti( al, ntilitarian, 611d artistic 
!l1Pasnrce, so far y~ they ran b(' harn1o::-Ji::icd 
vvith c~ch other. Brisbane is a ri.tv of drab
ness and v; ant of coloul'. In Sydn"Dy, if you 
wanted to gDin some little knowledge of 
agriculture, you could go rtlong to tho Tech
nical Col1cgn there. aud in two ycnrs you 
would get a \Tcrv fair working knowledge 
of the principles~ undPrl~Ting agrirulture---:--a 
kno\vledgc suflidcnt, if :vou were ~n atttmhYe 
student. to en a blo YOU to '.York a httle c;ardcn 
or anything like 'that. In Melbourne, the 
same thing applies. Tint, n11fortunatcly, 111 
Brisbane \VC ha vc had no < t~ntral systc1n of 
agricultnru\ cd<-lc.:tion up lo t~c 11n .. ;::nt. .I 
think tlwt there is ar; opportunity under thrs 
Bill to establi~h a sy2tC'1.1 of a~ricnltural 
eduration at the Brisbane TPchniral Colieg·f'. 
vVc have hin·hlv trnined officer, at tlw Depart
rncut of Xg::~irulturf'. I have frequently 
thouo·ht that it is rather to be deplor"d that, 
whc; an officer d1.::-tinguishcs hi1nsPH outside, 
and has done excdlent iidcl work for the 
Dcp~ xtm.ent of ~Agriculture) he i~ brought in 
within the four walls of tlw depart •l0nt and 
made ir;to a penn1an. Tht-Tt~ arn l!lany 
officers in the department who He hrghly 
tra im 1 and qualified specialist,; in different 
branch<, of agriculture. "hi eh th:'y arc 
aclmini~tering, d1d it '\Yould he po• j1Jlt> to 
utilif. thPir ... :.;;r:rYi( "'S in an agrirulturrtl -c~af's 
or <:lasses at the Brishnne Technical Co11cgo. 
1 hope-and it i, provided for in the Bill
that the tinte is not far di::-tant \Yhcn persons 
,, ho want to kno\Y the bc:-t \Yfl~y' to g'l'OW a 
r;bh;l'{C, a l'O,l'. or artiflcJa} 5.";"ra:r;eS. or to 
fc.rtili··0 sweet pc .c. 'nll l.Je able to that 
infoi·rn··tlmt throu"h a of . at 
the Bri:- , lH' T( 11!!-icrll a.nd ~o bnng 
n~ into cnufor;nlt .. with t11c ( 1u-

o·: Southern Stat m quite 
I rn not sneDk·n~ ::-tric:tl~· a, a 

nnrtv ~\Yln- -',\ h 1 I thn.t 1 v.·ll1 vot.c for 
thi ·f) ill. J it i~ e: nt.1f1l, t~n.d 
mor~' ~o in vi .v _the T)ill -- h!c~h t?rcr~~l-~d 
it--tht"' Pr~mnrv Prndnccrs' Org<V.1Isatloll J.olll. 
1 tbink that thC t\yo mcaf-ll!'t . ''orked in con
junctlon. r<.' ~oi1Jp:- to p1·oducc a :y~tf'm o£ 
agr~culturc. If -..Ye have uot got tr:tJned m_cn) 
,v'6 cannot rn·oducn our n1ax1_r:::1um quant;t:v. 
If \Ve are prorluf'jng our nHlXInluln c;,us.IJbty) 
\VC arc onl:v pro<-lu?ing it bccaU'-'C we _l~:ve 
tr:~ined men. TranH?-d mC'n ~rC> <;,s .11u1aL 
The Bill we put through last mp;ht do. s not 
make flny provi:::;ion for train ·d 1nen, bnt ;n:o
vides for the t:~tab1i~hment of a awrkPt \Yhd• 
1ncn arC' being tra~~cd. U th(~y. ~r~ hanj_\iled 
fairly. these two Bil,s, the ono w1t11 ,he ''"'cr. 
will n1"8.D a ne\V 0ra of dcvclopn1erJt 1n 
Quconshnd. and I conf?:ratulato ~he. Scrt;c
tary for Public In.5trurtlon on brn:g1ng t,10 

11l('asure befurc the l1ou-,e. I confidently 
believe that the Bill will fulfil not onlJ the 
hi, he t expedotions. but will he remembered 
when bhe authors of it haY8 long ceac.,d to 
be obi<ects of public vencrHtion or othcrwrso. 
(Laug.htcr.) 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR (Rnof!!Jf'1'rr): On pcru~ing this 
B 1ll. in conjm:cticn \Yith the Educatron Acts 
of 1875 to 1912, one cannot but.\ ome to th~ 
conclusion that it is a fCtenhhc p1crc or 
window-dre<::slng. It 1"' nothing n101'0 or l"~" 
than a lot of fine phrases. Already, under 
the Acts I have n:onti?ned,. the DeRartment 
of Public Instrudron rs qurtc ~t lmcr:t,· to 
establish tlwse schools. It rs qu:te nt \Jbcl't_Y 
to go e.hoad with all that is prop;;Pd 1ll th1s 
Dill. which is, as I stutcd, notnmg but a 

[Mr. Bulcock. 

collection of fine phrases. If we onlv take 
the very beginning of the Bill, it ~leunes 
" Agrirultural education" as--

" Education and instruction, theoretical 
and practical, in the principles and 
methods of agricultural. rural, and farm 
science and crafts in all or anv of their 
bra.nches or departments: the term 
includes vocational education for indus
tries directly pertaining to agriculture; 
in the case of fema lcs the term also 
includes education and instruction in the 
domestic arts and sciences and homP 
111anar;e:mcnt;" 

That is all verv fine but there is nothing in 
this Bili, with ctho e~ception of the propo,al 
to tax local authorit;es, which is not already 
nrovidcd for in our Education Acts from 1875 
to 1912. One is conflrmed in that by the 
statement<, ma.rlc from the Government 
benches. They ha vo be on told to talk. If 
this is such a fine Bill, then in the ordinary 
course hon. members opposite would not stand 
up. and orate for hours upon it. Every one 
of us recognises that the Government of to
day have done nothing for the oduca~ion of 
the farmer or for his future career m hfe. 
Let us look at the result of thn work in our 
trade schools to-day. We find that they hold 
an examination) and, a.s a result of the 
examination, more than 50 per cent. fail to 
pass in a silnp}e SlUll in arithinCtic. rrhr·y are 
now cast on the world, where they will join 
the ranks of the unskilled. Previously we 
had an exarnination for appr~nticrs, a11d we 
haye now seventy apprcnticE·q who qualified 
at that preyious exan1ination waiting to be 
placed in positions. It will bP just t.he same 
\Vit.h sorne of t.hcse ;;:choo1s. Instead of pro
viding some-.1hero for them to go after th?ir 
education is complete, they .r.re to be lTI

Ftructc·d in the various arts and sciences) and 
that is as far a they will geL because there 
will be no positions for them to Hll. 'l'h ore 
a1'8 hundred,; coming into the city from the 
farming ccntrC's 1 be('ause there is noth1ng for 
them to do in the country. The Government 
h1wc not proYidcd for ·them in this Bill. 
All that is p1·oyid d is that tho:r shall rcceJve 
instruction; but, if the Government told them 
where there W.'s fre0hold.land available, and 
i:Wroed to advance them money to start, then 
there would be som incentive for a student 
to gain a knovdedge of agricultural s_cienc~. 
In ono oi the first speeches I made 111 thrs 
House, I stated that a line of distinction 
shonld be drawn between the countrv schools 
and the citv >chools. I said that I focuncl that 
the same ;ubj ects were being taught in the 
country schools as were bemg taught tn the 
citv schools and that that was quite wrong. I 
stated that' rural instruction should also be 
given in the country schools. The CjUestion 
of teaching agriculture in the schools of thrs 
State was advocated long before this Govern
ment came into power, because I well 
remember that we had our agricultural plots 
in connection with the various i:ltate schools, 
an J inqwolns were appointed to go around 
am! give ;r,scruction. There is no doubt t~at 
this is just a new method of raising taxatwn 
to assist the Government in paying for what 
should be free education. The cost of carry
on these clas·(S has got to eome out of 
revenue. According to the Bill, two-thirds 
of the ocst is to be voted by Parliament, 
while there is also a provision that one
third must be provided by the local autho
rities. The local authorities will have to 
get the money out .of the r':tep:;ycrs. Ther.e, 
again, wo have scctronal logrslatwn on certam 
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now 
people. 

COLLINS: What is wrong with that? 
FOR PuBLIC INSTRCCTION : 

It when local authority asks for it. 
Mr. KERR: Yes, when the local authority 

applies for an agricultural school a levy will 
be struck, and the burden will be put on the 
ratepayers. 

'\'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Only the local authority can apply for it. 

Mr. KERR : A certain amount of revenue 
got to be obtained in order to carry out 

agricultural classes. Two-thirds of it 
provided by the Government, and 

h>1s to be paid by the ratepayers. 
FOR PUBLIC lNSTH.UCTION: 

study the Bill. 
studied the Bill, and 

Acts. I notice 
Act that the 

continua-
provides for 
are already 

as I have 

Are you supporting the Bill? 
knows 

of this 
Bill. We 

If it is 
that we 

thing. 
already 

I am 
power 

No; it is not likely that we 
lever in that way. I am 

the question of the rights 
as against the city at all. I 

the city ahd the country 
consideration. We know there 
a goo·d ·deal of expenditure in 

this matter, although some of the schools 
alr·eady in existence have not sufficient accom
modation. In my electorate, owing to the 
number of pupils increasing year after year, 
I have one school where more accommodation 
is required. I know the Minister is sympa
thetic, and I know that he s·ent the request 
for more accommodation on to the Works 
Department, but I know that the Works 
Department are in the unfortunate position 
that they have not got the money, and the 
children have to .suffer. Under this Bill 
more loan monev will have to be raised. We 
are bLlilding our' State school buiJ.dings out of 
borrowed money, and that money is not being 
spent in reproductive work. If you look at 
the education of the children and the value 
it will be in years to come, it· is reproductive 

1922-2 L 

it 

requires 
available and we 

money for that purpose. 
sufficient money to build 

required; but, unfortu:1ately the 
revenue is sacrificed in other channels ' and 
the children are suffering because of' that. 

Instead of establishing a board, 
[9 p.m.] involving the expense of fees and 

travelling and other allowances, 
the Department of Public Instruction should 
be in a position to build on the solid basis 
they already have. In New South Wales, in 
the areas, they have State schools 
doing work as is proposed here. For 
mstance, get free seed, as mentioned 
by hon. member opposite, and at. some 
of schools I have seen windmills and 

irrigation plants. There is no reason 
instructors should not build on the 

we have on the linos of those 
the Council of Agriculture having 
as one of tht:lr functions the giving 

to the Department of Public 
instead of creating another 

that is going to require more 
more taxation. 

PcBLIC lNSTRCOTION: 
a not her depart
Department of 

Mr. KERR: That it is to 
department. I cannot thinking 
Government are lacking initiative, because 
all their functions are being placed on out
side boards. We have technical exports who 
from time to time are being ignored, whilst 
other or alleged experts, are coming 
in created into boards, for which 
the paying. 

FOR PrBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
that for purposes of 

KERR : I am not. The Minister 
very well that there are boards everv-

I admit that the Government ha~e 
control, but the boards submit their reports 
annually ,to Parliament through the Minister. 
'l'hese boards have a good deal of independ
ence, and we should not increase the number 
when we can ill afford it. We should not 
increase our public service-because thev 
eventually become public servants. I say that 
the time is not opportune, when so 'much 
retrenchment is going on, for ere a ting these 
boards and giving men extra fees and travel
ling allowances-giving them benefits because 
of their political opinions or otherwise. It 
would be better for us to concentrate on 
assisting the hoys who are attending our 
State schools. vVe know that very often, 
when a boy leaves school in the country, his 
father has not a penny with which to start 
him on the land. The result "is that he goes 
about on a milk cart or does something else 
for a couple of years, and then his father 
says, " Go and earn a few shillings," and he 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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and tries to· get unskilled 
way to overcome that; 

overcoming it in the 
quite practicable, and 
for a Bill at all; it 

by a regulation under the exist
ing Act. In i'iew South Wales they have 836 
State school savings banks, and since 1877 
they have accumulated credits of £695,000; 
in South Australia they have 552 school 
banks with 28,000 depositors and £30,000 
to their credit; in West Australia they have 
434 school banks, with a credit of £41,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRCCTICN: 
What has that to do with the Bill? 

Mr. KERR: It has this to do with it: 
w .twn he leaves school, he has sornc 
however small the amount be. 

Why not give that boy something can 
utilise, instead of providing him with some
thing which. nerhaps, he will never use' It 
has been mentioned in this debate that 
certain n1en went to America at the expense 
of the Commonwealth Government to gain 
knowledge in agricultural subjects. I know 
of one man, of whom I spoke to the Premier, 
who in a couple of years acquired a very 
good knowledge of irrigation. Like hnn
dreds of other bovs who visite·d America at 
the expense of tho" Commonwealth, he had to 
leave the State because there was nothing 
for him here . 

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you mean to say they all went to 
America? 

At 9.7 p.m., 
T.he CHAIR~IAN OF COMMITTEES (.Mr. Kinpn, 

IJTisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. KERR: I do not say they all went to 
America, and in any case men are always 
travelling from one country to another; but 
many of those Queenslanders like Australia 
so well th,tt I am quite sure that, if they 
could get jobs, they would rather stay her<'. 
ThE' Minister knows perfectly well that from 
our University to-day qualified men haYe 
to go to other countries-the Malay States .. 
India, and on-to fmd scope for the know-
ledge t.hey g:tined. Such :'n. outlook in 
agriculture, caused by the restnctwns placecl 
on the land-the land and all that sort 
of thing·-is ·dGj1ressing, I am beginning 
to think that the Government may find EO 
applications for such a Bill as this. I hope 
it will not be so; but I come into contact 
"ith individuals from the country dis

n1ost m ern bers, and make it rny 
""B·Ccrtain the reasons why they 

The Secretary for Public 
perfectly well t.hat from 

but one for a pprPntices 
waiting; and goodness 

are going to find work; 
being made for them. 

I say this is only window-dressing. The 
Government bwc not gone far enough. It 
is only a shrewd move on their part; 1G 

cannot be called anything else. If the Min
ister would only read the existing Education 
Act he would find that he could go ahead 
and do everyt.hing this Bill enables him to 
do, with the exception of the taxation. l 
sa v that, unless something is done suhsc
quently to give the men who will qualify 
under it an opportunity to use their educa
tion, it will never be a practical measure; 
and that is possibly the explanation of why 
it has not been carried into effect before 
now. We know perfectly well that by 
effiuxion of time there will be an election in 

[Mr. Kerr. 

matter 
education for our 
a lot of flourishing 

establish the J\'ambour 
set up merely by a new 
existing Act; and, if it 

of Parliament to do that, 
sary here? Why should hon. members come 

this House and waste their tim3 because 
Government have outlived their useful

ness and lost their initiative, and so call 
upon boards to help them, bring·ing in pro
paganda in the shape of Acts of Parliament? 
I do not blame thc) Minister. Probflbly he 
has been asked, "What is the particula~ 
thing you are going to appeal the country 
with?" and this is what he brought 
forward. I clo not say that, if were 
m power, they would not do it. am going 
b support the Bill, because I agree with the
i.deas contained in it, and I hope we shall 
b0 able to improve it in Committee. 

.Mr. MORGAN (Mu1'ilia): I agree with the 
title of the Bill, and, in general, with the
principle it contains. But I think its intro
duction is rather belated. Had a great deal 
of the money which has been spent in 
technical education been spent 
ago in the establishment of rural 
in giving the people in the country 
opportunities which the people in the city 
have of educating their children, would 
not have witnessed the rush of from 
the country to the cities and have 
visited the Central Technical 
1nany occasions, and have taken 
interest in it. I do not begrudge the 
the education they are obtaining there 

the people of the State but, as ooe 
spent the greater of his life 

and the educa-

tend it would 
country point 
rnoney which has been 
education been snent in 
occupations. rn;truction 
can be overdone. A 
children who are now 
find it very diflicult to 
those trades. 

I con· 
from a 
of the 

technical 
for rural 

in numerous trades 
number of the 
instructed will 

employment in 

Hon. 'IV. FORGAN SMITH: It is not so much 
the trade as the commercial subjects. 

Mr. MORGAJ\': The scope is unlimited in 
regard to rural occupations. Provided we 
have markets properly organised in other 
parts of the world, we cannot overproduce in 
butter, wool, meat, or anything we export. 
What would it matter if we had another 100 
or 200 men growing sugar-cane? What would 
it matter to the wool, beef, butter, or wheat 
industries if we had several thousand men 
connected with the growth of those products? 
It. would not interfere with the price, because 
we have the world's markets to· consume any 
surplus. But it is possible to.have too many 
persons engaged in different trades, and that 
is where unemployment occurs. 

HONOl'RABLE MEMBERS conversing in loud 
tones, 
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The DEPUTY SPE U.Z:ER: Order ! Hon. 
mf'mbcrs ought to have consideration for the 
" Hansard" staff if they expect to be cor· 
rectly reported. Hon. members certainly 
have the right, if they desire. to indulge in 
conversation; but they should not do so in 
loud tonLS. 

HoxoURABLE MEo!BERS: Hear, hear l 

Mr. MORGA:\ : I want to complain of the 
diffcrentiai tn·atmc:, t of the people in the 
country under this Bill, cornpared with the 
people in the cities and towns. Th:s Bdl 
proyjdes that, if it is desired to have a 
'chool estrtb!i.;hed in any locality, the 
Government may require that one-third of 
the money •hall be proyidcd by the people 
who d< ,ire the school. Are city people asked 
to proY'id<> onc-:bird of the cost in regard 
to the e•ta blidnnc11t of technical colleges'! 
Tl1c hon. nw ,:Lor for South Brisbane to-<,ight 
advocated tho establishment of a high school 
in South Bri banP, If that is c,tablished, 
will the people of South Brisbane be asked 
tc provide one-third of thP co·t '? \Yhy should 
the Government differentiate so far as the 
people jn th~~ country arc concerned? I arn 
against that principle. The Serretan for 
Public Instruction will remember that ~t one 
time, if we dc·,irecl the establishment of State 
schools in country centres. we had to find 
<'lne-fifth of tho money. I came' to Quce,sland 
with a g-.o.1p of settlers, We had no school 
within milt ; we wanted a school, and I, 
with tho 11 ,.c or six other families, had to 
put my hand in my pocket to help build a 
school so tlntt o1u children should be 
educated. Yet at the same time, as a tax
payer. I hH1 to codributc indircctlv to\\ ards 
b.nilding schools in lurgc centres o.f popula-
t;on. • 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC lNST1lUCTION: 
They had to do that in large centres of 
population, too. 

:'\h. i\IOTIG.\:\: That was abolished unani
D10us1y b:,· l)arliamPnt, because' we rcc(_'~gnised 
that it \ a a b' l principle. Yet the G7n·ern
mr~nt .trc i' truducing it with rCSlJCl't to this 
JLc.rtlcu la l' rr1cn u re. 

The SF.C"aEJAHY FOR I'UBLIC b:sTHUCTlO:-!: 
If they e!wc ·' to do it. 

Mr. ]\l(1R(;c\:\: That is onlv a subtorfucce. 
The GoYcr. InPnt arc not prCparcJ to t~ko 
t~c 1~c .pons_ibility of saying to thr peep le• of a 
d1stnct wh1ch .makes an application, " Owing 
to cxl:3bng cncurnsta.nccs we are not pre
pared lo Luilcl the school." We had tho 
system of guaranteed raih ays. In order to 
preycnt people n1aking applie:ation for rail
ways in certain Iocal1tics. the-:; were told 
that tlw0 v.·ould be put under the guMantecd 
system. The Uovernme: t of lhc clav were 
not game to say to the people of that 
locality, " IY c will not comtruct the raihYay; 
you arc not entitled to it.'' 

The SECRETA.RY FOR l'l!&Lic IxsTRUCTIO:-!: 
\Yho abolished it? You didn't. 

i\1r. cvTORG"\:\": I ,·otcd for its abolition. 
The prc"ellt Government abolished it; yet 
they arc going to introcluco the san1e systo n 
in respect of these schools. \Vhere is their 
consistency? It is a wrOng principle. The 
Government should be strong enough to take 
tlw responsibility of saying when a school is 
necessary. 'Il1e can0·ing out of this Bill will 
depend on the fi:,mcial position of whatever 
Government may be in power. This GO\-ern
ment have not stinted the educational 

faejlltics of la ego ccnh·cfJ ln1t to a cE.'rtain 
extent tlw~· 1Hl vo done so in regard to the 
children who live in the bush. I have had 
· cLouls doecd in my district owing to tho fact 
that the attendance has not· ayeragcd nine 
o.~' DYCl'. There i" any ntunbcr of places in 
111v district vvhorc there muv be ten or eleven 
c}],j]drt~n. ~ 

The SccnETAI<l' FOR PuBLIC b:sTrmCTION: 
Thc.Y ha vc rot been closed when tl1o average 
attendance has bce11 nine. 

]\'Ir. MORGAN: If the average attend
ancr has not been nine over a tJeriod of three
ll;oJcths, thr school has lwea clo,,erJ; the 
attendance mav have boon eight in one 
mo: th, nine in" the next, and seven in the 
next, but the a,vcragc attendance has not 
bPcn nine. and the ~Iinistcr has closcJ the 
school. There arc nine children receiving 
n,J education at all, except by means of 
cerrespondoncc. or il). s_OJ:ne instances an 
itinerant teacher 1nay vrsrt them once In 
three months. The aggregate number of 
children thus rcceivin~ no edu<:ation !n 
Qu.eonsland Jnay arnount to thousa.nds. 

'l'hc SECRETAHY FOR Pc-nuc IKSTRcCTION: 
How manv children would the hon. member 
keep a scliool open for? 

l\1r, :\IORGA?-1: A c,hild in the country 
is just as important as a child in the town. 
I cPrtainlv think a school ,hould be kept 
open where the attendance is si:s: or seven. 

The SECRE'r.mY FOR PcBLIC IKSTRcCTION: 
Yon would j1U!' rates in ordc;· that £20 a 
year should be paid at that ··chool for each 
child 1 

Mr. MORGA::'J: Is it not worth it? Does 
nor the hon. gentleman think that thCI 
teachers in the cities could leach a few more 
children, and thuB do ith fewer teachers 
in those place~? 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBL~C INSTRuCTIOx : 
The tc. ehcro arc growling now because they 
ha ye too many children to teach. 

}1r. 1IORGAX: rr.he hon. gontlen'lan 
should control the teachers and not allow 
the' teachers to rule the department. 

The Sc,cRJcTARY FOR l'cBLIC IxS1'RcCTION: 
T do control the teachers. I have not 
appointed a teacher for t" ,"o yearo, 

Mr. MORGAN: I have read where depu
tations have complained that school~ are 
0\"Cl'C'l'O'--;·dcd. rrhero arc ma.ny places lll the 
country w.hm·e there arc no schools at all. 

Tho DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! I do 
not want to restrict the hon. gentleman, but 
I clo not want him to discu'3 that matter on 
this Bill· he will have an opportunity of 
doing so 'on another occasion. I ask him to 
coen·~ct his remarks with the Bill. 

"1\,lr, MORGAN: The Bill proposes to place 
thP children in the country on a different 
footing to the children in the city. I agretl 
with the Minister tha.t they should be on 
the same footing. bat that is not going to 
be so under tbe Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLTC INsTRcCTION: 
:More capital has been sunk in schools m 
the hon. member's electorate than in mine. 

l\1r. MORGAN: I represent an area of 
about 20,000 square mile'·· and the Minister 
represents 1 or 2 square miles. 

The SECRETARY FOH Pc:nLIC INSTRcCTION: 
I am talking about the capital value in the 
electorate. 

Jllr. Jlorgan.] 
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:\Ir. :\10RGXi'\: I£ it was not for the fact 
t.hat we had the schools in n1v electorate to 
send children to, thr•1e >vould bo no 13risbaac. 
Ir is the people iu the country who keep the 
pcople in the city alive. It is the people 
·,vl10 go out into the bush whose children 
ar~ not svHicicntly cclucateJ to occupy the 
s<nnc posiLiond possibly as the children of 
the' hon. gontlcn1an. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC IKSTRUC'f!O~ : 
The people of the cit:: are just a,s necessa-ry 
ac, thl' people of the country. 

:'vir. :\IORGAK: If we produce more than 
is roquirPd for local consumption, the surplus 
is exported; but we do not get any gt·oater 
price for the produce consumed locally. I 
.would like to see the provi.sion calling upon 
local authorities to pay one·third of the cost 
wiped out. 

The SECRETARY FOR P CBLIC Ixs·rRGCTION : 
They are not forced to come in. 

Jl.lr. MORGA:'-1: \Vhen an application is 
made for a technical college or high school, 
a report is made by an inspector, and on 
that report the college or school is estab
lished or not. 'The people are not asked to 
contribute .one.third of the cost in that 
instance; and why should they be asked to 
contribute onc·third of the cost in the case of 
the establishment of countrv schools? If an 
application comes for the" establishment of 
an agricultural school, and funds arc avail. 
a.ble and a favourable report j., made, then 
it should be established, or the Government 
should be prepared to accept the responsi· 
bility of turning it down. The payment of 
one·third of the cost of education is against 
the principles of the Labour party and 
against the principles of the Country party. 

Tho SECHET.\RY FOR Pc:nLrc IKSTHcCTION : 
y,-e shall be establishing certain classes with. 
out the nccc ''ity of the one·third payment. 

;\1r. J'.IORGAN: That will be placing the 
country people on the same foeti ng a·-. the 
c'ity people, but where the hon. gentleman is 
going to demand one·third of tho cost they 
will be placed on a different footing. The 
factor that should influence the Government 
should be whether the district is entitled to 
a school or not. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pc:BLIC IKSTRcCTION : 
The countr:· dictricts .,·ill not rush it if they 
have to provide ono.third of the cost. 

2\Ir. MOllGAN: If the hon. gentleman has 
introduced the clause prm·iding for the pay· 
ment of one·third of the cost with the idea of 
preventing echools being est a blishcd, then 
the Bill is all humbug. 'The hon. member 
for Enoggera said that the Bill was window. 
dressiiur. I thought the Minist<::r was genuine 
in introducing the Bill, and I did not think 
it was window.drossing; but, after hearing 
the interjection by the hon. gentleman, I 
a.m beginning to think that it if>, and that 
there is nothing in the Bill at all. \Ve are 
far behind anv other State in Australia in 
regard to agricultural education. If this 
Bill is properly administered and funds are 
rtvailablo, it will be a 'tcp in the right direc
tion. In Victoria they ha.-e got those ;;gri
cultural schoole. They also have instructors 
from the Department of Agriculture holding 
classes in the different towns for a week or 
ten days at a time, as might be done at 
Roma, Chinchilla, Miles, Daloy, or any other 
place. In Victoria the poultry instructor 
holds clasR<" for a dav, and then the wool
classing instructor gives instruction in a 
similar manner. In the various important 

[Mr. 111 organ. 

centres in "'lictoria every year the instructors 
from the Department of Agriculture visit the 
different localities for eight or ten days for 
the purpose of giving agricultural ins true. 
tion. 'Tho only thing the Government do in 

that direction is to draw the 
[9.30 p.m.] children down to Gatton College 

once a year for a week or ten 
day>'. It would be much better for the 
Uovcrnmcnt to send their instructors into the 
centres of population for a week or ten days 
and giYe instruction to the people in the 
district the sane· as "·as done in tlw davs 
when they had the travelling dairies. To.day 
you want the farnwrs to cend their sons down 
to a large centre, and often ihe expemcs are 
greater than they can afford, and that ::ystem 
does not meet the m'''d.. of the case in any 
shape or form. I give my support' to the 
principles of the 13ill. It is a step in the 
right direction, and I am wrry th:tt a Bill 
of this sort was not introduced and agricul· 
tural schools eslablished before technical 
colleges were <~stablished. However, better 
late than never. The Country party will 
~ndoa vour to make the Bill a better one in 
Comrnittec, and, if the Minister is reason
able, as no doubt he will be-the Secretary 
for Agriculture gave a demonstration of 
reasonableness in connection with another 
Dill last night-if the Minister shows his 
1'(\'120nablenes.J by accepting amendments from 
the Country party which will make the Bill 
a better one, then it will have our support. 

The SFCRETARY FOR Pc_:nLIC IxS'rm:CTIO~ : 
I promise you that I will accept any good 
amendment, but I .will not accept a bad one. 

:\1r. MORGAN: I hope the Minister, when 
deciding whether an amendment is a good one 
or not, will rccogni:c.e that the In:_'tnbers on 
this side· are producers who have had practical 
experience, and that they know the conditions 
existing in the country. \Vo onl,v~ ant reason
able amendments, b"cause it will not be long 
bdoro we wiil be administering the Bill, and 
we do not \Yant anything put into it that is 
lil~o~v to cauPc us trouble or ·which we "-ill 
not be able to earn into ~ffcct. It has boon 
''~et ·d that those agricultural schools will co,.t 
11 considerable amount of mon"Y· If the 
money is available and we can aff,;rd it, then 
I he Government should go ahead; but we 
must take into consideration in regard to all 
expenditure whether the cost will be greater 
than the benefit recoiYcd. One hon. member 
told us that more money had been spent on 
cdncaticn by the Laboctr Gm crnmcn.t during 
th·• p tst few ye<trs than was spent by the 
Liberal Government previous to 1915. The 
hon. member will admit that the figures he 
quoted prove nothing. It may be that so 
mcmy more thousand pounds have been spent 
in building s-chools; but the hon. m"mber 
kno\1-s that the school buildings, under the 
present day-labour rystmn, cost three ti1nes as 
rr.uch to construct as they did prior to 1914. 

Hon. w. FoHGAx s~IITH: Nothing of the 
kind. You do not know wh1>t you are talking 
e,bout. 

Mr. MORGAN: 'Those figures only prove 
that more money has bc,•n spent on school 
buildings. Even suppose the Government 
have spent more money on the teaching staff, 
we ban> to take into consideration that the 
population has increased, and, no matter 
·what Govern1nent were in power, an increase 
in the number of teachers would have been 
necessary. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLil' INSTRL'CTIOI>l ' 
What about the increases in salaries? 
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Mr. MORGAN: The fact that the Govern
ment arc paying more to the teachers does 
not mean that the children are getting 
additional education commensurate with the 
increased expenditure. 

Mr. WEIR: Of course, it does. 

Mr. MORGAI\: The fact that the teachers 
are getting £100,000 per year more than they 
wore getting in 1914 does not mean that the 
teachers are any better off. Owing to the 
increased cost of living, they are no better off. 
We are not getting am· more benclit so far 
as the children aro concerned. ' 

The SECRETAHY FOR P''BLIC lNSTRUCTI0'-1: 
Yes; the teachers are more satisfied to-da v 
than ever they were. -

Mr. MORGAN: The teachers may be better 
~atisfied, but that do-es not say they are 
Impartmg a better education to the children. 
I have heard a number of people say that 
the education the children get tD-day is not 
nearly so sound as the education imparted 
thirty or forty years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRuCTION: 
I say the children are getting a better educa
tion than ever they did. 

Mr. MORGAN: Does t.h~e hrm. member 
mean to say that the boys to-day are going 
out better fitted to fight the battle of life 
than they were thirty years ago? I am very 
doubtful whether there is not a certain amount 
of pampering Df the children. There is such 
a thing as spoilir,g a child. I am very 
donbtful whether the present system is not 
making " mollycoddles " of the chil-dren· 
whether we arc not bringing them up in such 
a way that they want to sleep on feather beds 
and arc not fi ttod to stand the strain and 
.ctress of life. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
What has that to do with the Bill? 

Mr. M ORGAN: The hon. member claims 
that the Government have spent sD many more 
thousands of pounds on education than the 
previous Government ·did, and I question very 
much whether we are g:·tting the results from 
the present system of education that we should 
get. 

Mr. PETERSON (cYormanby): Any Bill that 
has for Its object the botterinrr of the condi
tions of the pcoplo on the land~ Dr the encour
agement of others to go on the land, will have 
my most hearty support, and it should not be 
tak<'n, because one offers suggc,tions to better 
a BilL that it is hostile criticism. It is a very 
eaf:iy thtng to accuse an hon. rnember of trv
ing to belittle a Bill, Dr to belittle the Go
v_ernmcnt or the :Minister, by making sugges
twns. I have stated quite franklv that I 
intend to suppDrt the passage of this mea
sure, and, if the Opposition bring forward 
amendments likely to improve the Bill, I 
shall support them. I notice that the Min
ister has claimed that this is a measure which 
is aimed at developing the country; in Dther 
words, tD provide a scientific education t<J 
enable young fellows to be thoroughly 
equipped to go on the land. From these 
schools they will merge, if they qualify, 
into the Univ0rsitv. We have to cDnsider 
the thing fairlv and squarely. I want to ask 
the 1\lini,ter why it is that, when a technical 
college is required in the city, or a high 
school or school of class No. 1, it is built 
at the expense Df the State? If the hon. 
gentleman is sincere in desiring to assist 
primary producers to have their children 

thoroug·hly educated, why does he place in 
clause 9 an obligation upon the local authD
ritics to find one-third of the cost? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It is llD obligation. That is only in cases in 
which they apply for schools. 

Mr. PETERSO;\f: The Bill provides that 
an application to the Governor in Council 
for the establishment of an agricultural schoDI 
in any particular locality may be made by 
the local authDrity. Clause 9 states-

" Such application shall abo be accom
panied by satisfactory evidence that 
towards the estimate-d capital cost of the 
purchase and erection or Dther acquire
ment of the neces"arv site and buildings 
and all necessary equipment thereof, the 
applicants have already raised, contri
buted, or otherwise secured a sum of 
money equal to at least one-third Df such 
estimated cost." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Nobody asks them tD do it. 

Mr. PETERSON : If the Minister is sin
cere in placing conntry children on the same 
plane as children in the cities, and is honest 
in his desire that they shall have equal facili
ties, wh:: is he inflicting this ono-third tax 
on the primary prDducers of the State? _I 
am sure the hon. gentleman will agree m 
Committee to amend this provision by mak
ing it lees drastic. I hope he will see the· 
wisdom of doing away with it. If the clause 
remains in the Bill in its present form. Go
vernment members can •ay to the country: 
"We gave the OppositiDn a chance of Dbtain
ing this hio·hor agricultural oduootion, but 
the.v would ;;ot take it. The local authorities 
did not move in the matter-therefDre, the 
blame is on their own shoulders." But when 
the unfortnnate farmer, who, through drought 
conditions and other circumstances, is unable 
to make a decent living to-day, finds that he 
is rnulct to the extent Df one-third of the cost 
of a schod, ho is not going to sec all the 
glamour in the Hill that the Minister makes 
out. One is inclined to agree with the hon. 
member for Aubignv in his remarks at Crow's 
Nest the other day, when he said that by 
the time all th<'Se mc<1sures have got thrDugh 
the farmer will be in a position tD find out 
lww he can pay the interest on tho. money 
he will have to borrow to carry on h1s farm. 
I hope the Minister will accc•nt a reasonable 
amrndment Dll that clause. We heard a very 
fine speech from the hon. member for Barco?, 
who is to be cDngratulatcd on the very lucid 
speech he made. It is always a pleasure to 
listen to the hon. member-although I may 
differ with him on other matters- because he 
thoroug-h! v studies his mhjcct, particularly 
with rerrard to agrioultnral matters. He 
referred "to the wonderful work Mr. Farrar 
performed in New SDuth \Vales in connection 
with the expansion of the wheat inclustry. 
Th ·re is no doubt that men like Mr. Farrar 
have .done gr~at work for thls country; and 
there is no question that Governments m the· 
pust have neg-lected their duty in rewarding 
these men in the way they should have been. 
But Mr. Farrar is not the only man who 
suffered through having brains. Ho'v many 
inventors have made mouev out of the1r 
inventions? It is generally "!eft to someone 
else to exploit their brains, and the result 
·is that manv of them huve come to paupers'· 
graves. As far as wheat is concerned, I 
agree with the hon. member for Barcoo that, 
if anybody deserves a monument from the· 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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farming community in Australia, it is the 
late Mr. Farrar. We have heard a groat 
deal of the advantage, of this projJosed 
scheme of qducation. I have already said 
that I believe in the system outlined in the 
Bill. There is one feature which so~ms to be 
forg·otten by hon. members. 'What coHcorns 
the farmer to-day is not that his sons are not 
being educated, or that he himself has not 
had enough education in ag-ricultural pur
suits, but the fact that he does not cret a 
decent price for his procluce. How do,;'s the 
Dill propose to get over that? Is it going 
to alter the position of the primary produc<er 
when there is a slumn? In 1917 baied lucerne 
was sent to the Roma street markets, and 
brought £1 10s. per ton. I remember that 
one n1an on the Darling Do\vns was prepared 
to let anybody take his lucerne off who cmed 
to do so. Take the position of the butter 
industry. Why does the farmer require a 
l1ighcr education for the production of 
butter? If we are going t<J ameliorate the 
-condition of producers. lot us show those 
who are already established in primary pr<J
-duction the way to get a decent living out of 
it. Up to the pr·esent there has been n<J 
-tangible scheme submitted fwm either s·ide of 
the H<Juse for giving the primary producers 
a better price for their products. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
\V ill you propound a scheme? 

Mr. PETERS'ON: Yes. The mere fact 
that I am making a refE'renco to that matter 
doe~~ not show any hostility to the Bill on 
my part. It is up to the 'Minister and his 
colleagues, if they are sincere in regard to 
the primary producer, to sec that some Dill 
is brought in under which the producer< will 
get a decent wage for their labour. We arp 
alw told that the young men who go to 
these agricultural schools will receive the 
benefit of an expert education. Have we not 
already got experts in the Department of 
Agriculturc,-:V[r. Quodling. Mr. Dro<Jks, Mr. 
Graham, and half a dozen other experts
men who stand right at the top of the 
agricultural industry? \Yhy are their ser
vices not availed of to-dav? \Ye know that 
their recommendations arC turned down over 
and ovpr again. I am sure that, if 11r. 
Quodling's rop0rts and the reports <Jf the 
other officers W<'re given cffPct to, we should 
have a better state <Jf av,ricnlture than we 
have to-day. The agricultural vot0 has time 
after time bcPn starved bv all Governments 
and kept back. \Vhat is 'the use of having 
experts unle~s :-;~ou take a.dvantagc of thP.ir 
expert knowlPdge? \Ye have those experts: 
but no advantace is taken of their services to 
any a pprPci able extent. Book experts read 
up and study h:>\'>- ?Du f'an gTO\\ all .;;arts 
of crops: and that may be all right in its 
place. I know a g-entleman who wrote an 
artjrlo in "The Produccr_s' RcYiew" so1nc 
years ago on lamb-raising. The other day 
he told m(• that. "-hen he wrote that article 
'for which ho was complimPntPd bv the the~ 
Serretarv for Ag-riculture. he had ·never seen 
a lamb in his life. and had had nothing to 
do with sheep-raising. That does not prove 
that the expert is in all case, the most suc
ces-·ful man. I have vet to learn that the 
boy who comes out o( the agricultural col
lege and is dumped down in the countr7 on 
an agricultural selection with no capital ran 
beat the farmer's son who goes on the soil 
without education. \Ve have to devise -ome 
scheme whercbv the producers can get a 
·reasonable living out of their produce. 

[Mr. Peterson. 

Unless we do that. all our educational schemes 
will ronnt for nothing. The burning question 
to-day is: IIow we can better our conditions? 
If the Government, allied with schemes such 
as that in the Bill ·vvo pa5'od last night, are 
prepared to bring in schemes· to further 
that, no <Jne will more readily support them 
than m:, self. \V e maY bo able to boast of 
tlw advantage of an educaion <Jf this :cind; 
but of what use is it? 

The SECRETARY fOR PuBLIC INSTRt:CTION: 
It is ridiculous to taJk about both side''· If 
you don't like the Dill, vote against it, and 
uso sorno con1mon sense. 

l\Ir. PETERSON : I will use my discretion. 
I am not going to be judged by the hon. 
gentlernan's measure so fa1: a~ con1mon s_:nsc 
is conc,~rned. '\Vhat use IS 1t for the J::on. 
gontlen1an to get annoyed, v1hen ·we find 
there is no co-ordination amongst the depart
ment,? The diflicultv is that, while <Jne 
department may have 'a brilliant idea «nd a 
brilliant Act on the statute-book, anothor 
department will work diametrically <Jpposite 
to it. Suppose the Department of P~1blic 
Lands settles people upon dwught-stnciwn 
areas where it is impossible for them to 
makP. a liYing, what is the use of a. his·her 
education to them? The vv-hole thing wants 
to be remodelled. You will have to deal 
with <>very dc,partment in a thorough way, 
and not in a hotchpokh way. The whole 
system of agricultural education-an adviso!·y 
board and everything else-must be 
thoroiighlv ov·m·hauled. and the whole of the 
dcpartmel1ts should be made to. co-ordinate 
and dovetail into one another m <Jrder to 
get the best results. \Vhat is tho use of a 
higher education to a man placed on a 
drought-stricken area when, if he cannot 
meet his land rent, he is asked to pa v a 
p naltv of 10 per cent.? There is a lot 
of problems for the man on the land that 
this Bill does not solve. and the sooner 
we get down to hard facts and recognise 
our duty to the primar:v producer, the better 
will it be for Queensland. 

I want to speak to the Minister about the 
Gracemere Rural School. We have heard a 
lot about rural sch<Jols to-day. The late 
Secretary for Public Instruction, Mr. Hard
acre, w'as good enough to grant a rur:~l 
school for the N ormanbv elect<Jrate, and rt 
was placed <Jn the border of several other 
electorates. I understo<Jd when we got that 
rural school at Gracemcre that the object 
was to endeavour to insti I int<J the minds of 
the chil-dren some idea of agriculturE'. The 
most cssent.ial thing in connection wi~h a 
rural school, in my opinion, is to appou;t a 
JYJan in charge who has some adaptabrhty 
for the work. You mav have a gentleman 
at the head of such a school who is a bachelor 
of arts. and his proper vocation is to be at 
the University or a high school; but to 
appoint as head master of the Graccmere 
Rural School other than a qualified rural 
teacher was sheer nonsense. What was the 
result? ·when I went to GraccmcrC' I could 
not see the slightest evidence that it was a 
rural school. There was hardly a tree in th_e 
school grounds, and there were no expen
mental plots or anything else. On p;oi?g 
upstf1irs you would find some young ladws 
cooking scones and some boys showjng how 
many shavings they could make. The head 
master could not be blamed for the system. 
If that is the wav you ar<' going to devGlop 
agriculture in these schools. then it will not 
be of much benefit to the State. You should 
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rput sorneonc in charge of a rural school ,-vho 
·<an teach 'ubjects that will be of use to tho 
·children afterwards. I ha vo g-onP to tho 
Minister and aokod him to put'such a man 
in charge. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIO::>r : 
D1d you over applj· to me to put a man in 
·charge of Gracomere school? 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes; twenty times. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I!-:STRUCTIOli : 

You neYer did it once. 

Mr. PETERSOK: I went to the Minister's 
·office over and over again and asked that 
that be done. 

The SECHETARY FOR PvBLIC I::-<STRUCTIOX: 
You neyer asked me once. You did come to 
see me about a fric'nd of yours; but it did 
not eome off. 

Mr. PETERSOK : He was al"o a friend of 
the hon. gentleman. That does not alter rhe 
fact that the Niinister obstinately kept to the 
same clacs of teaching. He allowed someone 
else to be appointed; but he was onlv there 
for a few weeks when he had to be shifted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC h<STRUCTION : 
Why' 

Mr. l'l~TERSON: It is not fair to the 
teacher to say why. 

The i'\ECRE'rARY FOR f'UBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Then you should not ha vo referred to it. 

Mr. PETERSON: Instead of making it 
a truly rural school, the Minister did not go 
about it in. the \Yay he should have done. So 
far as providing ordinary educational facili
ties in the Normanbv electorate is concerned, 
I can 'ay that we "could not ha1·e a better 
Minister than the present one, and I can sa~· 
the same about the Minister who preceded 
him. I have no complaints so far as the 
.general educational system in the Norm:tnby 
·electorate is concerned. But I do object to the 
department having a rural sehool which i,; 
not used for that purpose. It is not put to 
the fulle5t possible use. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC Ix~TRrcnox: 
It is. \Yc have sent up a man there who 
lS suited for the job. 

Mr. PETERSON: I am very glad to hear 
it. because it will make the Gracemern 
School a trul v rural school in everv sense of 
the term. If that is so, I shall b~ the first 
to compliment the Minister. I hope the hon. 
gentleman will accept reasonable amendmenta 
from this side, particularly in regard to 
ihat iniquitous clause which calls upon the 
conntry people to pay one-third of the eo-t. 

Mr. IVARRE::\' Pfmrumba): I agree with 
tlw hon. member for Barcoo in most of what 
he had to say. Tlwre is no doubt that he 
hon. rncrnbPr gives "'us a lot of good stuff on 
agriculture every :year. There i:; one stat ~· 
ment he m~de, ho" over. that I takA excep· 
ti01; to, a.nd. that was m regard to stud sheep. 
It was quite unfair to say what he did abont 
th0 Wando stud slwcp, beouuso they had 
nothing to do with anv school at all. The 
owner of that stud bred his own sheep f1Uite 
apart from any school. and it is a credit to 
him to producP a stud like that. 

As to the BilL I a.m going to support an:v· 
tlnng that wlll 1mprove the methods of pro
duction in this State. No doubt, in most 
r<>spects, we are behind other States in agri
·cultural production: but it seems to me that 
the result at \\hic.h this Bill aims could have 
been brought e_bout b:v improving on our 
present schools. The previous speaker has 

mentioned the Graccmcre Rural School. I 
noight say, \vith all due ro poet to the Min. 
ister in charge• of the Bill. tlwt the ="Jambour 
Rural School is in exactly the same position. 
It is not a rural school in t,he true sense of 
the WOi'lJ. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLIC IxsTRcCTIOX: 
Have you not a good man in charge of it? 

Mr. WARRE~: I am not complaining 
about tho nut.n ut all; I an1 ~on1plaining 
about the system. The man is doing wnat 
lw is instructed to do. 

rlo p.m.] 
The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC IKSTRl'CTIOX 

interjected. 
Mr. \V ARREN: The hon. member has 

mad<' his speech and has the chance to speak 
again, and I am 'cry sorry that he has not 
given us more information. :Mr. Steele '" 
carrying out at N ambour every function hu 
is supposed to carry out, and doing it very 
ably. The school there teachco the girls 
cooking. and housekeeping, and millinery, and 
so on; they arc doing good work, and, under 
rnodern conditions, it is necessary that thoBe 
things should be taught. The bo:,s learn 
tinsn1ithing, saddlery, carr)(~ntry, and the 
like: but, whilst those things are good to 
know, they arc not rural education. vVhy 
should not :'\ ambour be the centre of a rul'a.J 
<>ducation-and so give us exactly >vhat the 
hon. member for Barcoo has suggested
decentralised education? \Ve coLrld have 
sugar·cane and fruit and all the coastal pro· 
dncts gro·,ving there, and thus have agricc!l
tural education right at the doors of the 
people who produce them. Of course, we 
would be simply fools and not men of the 
world if we could not see what this is for, 
and I for one, when I see the Government 
clutching at the last straw-which is the 
man on the ]and-feel proud of being a man 
of the soil. Why are all these thin~s being 
thrown to the farmer? If we remained the 
ordinary, common garden primary producer, 
wo would have them marrying us right off 
th~ reel. (Laughter.) 

But I say it would be wrong if we did not 
da everything poHiblo to improve agricul· 
tural production; there is room for improve
ment. I am prepared to assist to mnke this 
Bill the most perfect measure possible; but 
why should we not utilise the beginning, 
we haYe to get something better than we 
know at present? Nambour, and probabi:v 
Ca.boolture could be centres on the North 
Coast lin~-th0v should have their trulv 
rural schools. i do not say we do not need 
a board of control-I think it necossarv, and 
that much of the machinei": of the Bill is 
neccs~arv-but the rutal sChool should be 
the first- step in this agricultnral education. 
If the Minister understor,d the man on the 
land, if he know the son of the soil, i'e 
would realise that the fir,t e>,s<'ntial is the 
class of which ho is bred. and the next that 
hn shall be educated riv,ht. It is quite plain 
that ~o long as, we go on as \ve are, vve 
shall not produce the best t:vne of man. We 
are asked to producc-·prodncc more and 
more-so that our debts may be paid and 
that wo mav be able to export and save i·he 
countrv from insolYencv. I sav it is an 
absolute insult to the n18,n on the land ~o 
ask him to produce more, for there is not a 
man on the land who would not produce 
more if it wore possible. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is the sloi:ian of William 
Morris Hughes-Produce! Produce! Pro· 
duce! 

1J:I 1·. Warren.] 
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Mr. WARREN: I never followed Mr. 
Hughes; the hon. gentleman did, and he 
will be following him again before very long. 
'Ne producers are asked to save the State 
and the Commonwealth from going insolvent. 
vVhere is the monev to come from to put this 
'Ch 'me in operation? vVe are as free from 
money as a frog is from feathers. (Laughter.) 
\Ye have not sufficient for our schools. I 
asked the hon. gentleman in charge of this 
Bill whether he was going to increase the 
vote for schools this year. He gave me the 
assurance that it was going to be increased. 
But where are we going to get the hundreds 
of thousands of pounds .that are necessary? 
This must not be treated in a mean, petty 
manner if we are to get anything out of it. 
\Ve are' not going to get big men into this 
echeme unless money is put into it. How are 
a bankrupt Government, w·ho have not suffi
cient funds to teach our children in the 
country, going to get sufficient to carry out 
this great scheme? The Government do not 
realise that this has been put forward by one 
who has in the back of his head something 
that he thinks can be worked, but who has 
not counted the cost. If our military leaders 
hR.d gone into an engagement counting the 
cost, as little as the hon. gentleman who has 
produced this Bill, we would have gone down 
all the time. 

JI.Ir. COLLINS: You have not read much about 
the war. 

Mr. W_\RRE:"i": I saw more than the hon. 
gentleman did; I did not need to read about 
it-I saw for m~·self. It was the greatest 
lesson to see the officers, right down through 
the ranks, counting the cost and studying the 
results before an action took place. That is 
what we want to do in connection with this 
Bill. The hon. gentleman has told us noth
ing; it is wonderful how little he told us. 
After I had spoken to him during the dinner 
hour 1 expected that he would have come into 
this Chamber with all the information pos
sible. \\T e are launching out on something 
that has never been attempted in this or any 
other State. We have nothing to guide us, 
yet we are asked to support the Bill; and, 
if we do not support it like a lot of sheep 
being led by a shepherd, we shall be accused 
of being antagonistic to tbe measure. Any 
true lover of his country wants to put agri
culture on a better footing than it is on 
to-day. Dut I am not going to follow the 
Government blindly, nor am I going to follow 
my own party blindly. I will support any
thing that is going to hdp make us more 
prosperous and more intelligent. I use that 
word advisedly, because without intelligence 
in _producing our primary products we are 
not going· to achieve the high level we ought 
to aehiev". We have all the natural resource·'· 
it is possible for a country to have. There 
never has been a country that has the smile 
of God on it to a greater extent than Queens
land. Y: et the results of the last fifty or sixty 
years arc startling. If you go along the 
coast. you will find hundrBds of farms 
abandoned. 

Mr. COLLINS: Tenant farms? 

Mr. WARREN: Everybody's farms; ·due 
not to one Government, but to all Govern
ments. This is where education has to start. 
You can have all your top-heavy education; 
you can ha vc your Chair of A ~-riculture and 
whatever else you like, but, if you do not 
have a proper selection of land. if you do 
not put men on land which is able to return 

[Mr. Warren. 

something, you are going to get nothing out 
of all vour Bills or boards. The (irst neces
sitv is ·for the Government to reclassify their 
larids. It is all very well to talk ab'? ut you:' 
Councils of Agriculture and your agl'lcult\ua., 
schools. Let us start at the very- foundatwn. 
not at the top of th0 ladder-start at the 
place where no Gov-ernment has started! 

The PRE)!IER: Your leader wanted to start 
at the top-at the University. 

At 10.5 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. WARREN: One of the planks of our
platform is the reclassification of land. We 
have thousands of farmers in this State who 
cannot make a living out of then land. 
Education must start with those men. \Ve 
have placed 2 500 soldi crs on the land and 
a great numb~r of them will not be able to 
farm their land successfully. More than 
likely you will find th';t 75 per cent. ~f .that 
land will not be occupJCd m ten years time. 
We want a. reclassification and a better 
system of plRcing people on the land. Before 
we spend £200,000 to £300,000 .on a scheme 
like this, we must first use a httl.e commo,n 
sense. I believe in science every time. If It 
had not been for the aid of science properly 
applied in connection with the recent out
break of plague, the plague would have ha.d 
a ven disastrous effect on the people of this 
State."' 

Mr. PEASE: Thanks to the Home Secretary. 

Mr. WARREN: I give the Home Secretary 
credit because, no rloubt he took a. strong 
stand 'in connection with the matter. It was 
science that saved the situation. A lot. of 
our primary product·s to-day. are suffermg 
be·cause of the lack of scicntif\c knowledge 
in d,:aling with plague' affect.ing them. 
Fertilisation is a matter of great Importa~ce 
in connection ,vith our agricultural industrH~.s, 
and wo need greater scientific knowledge m 
connection with that matter to enable us to 
g-et out of our difficultie,. The hon. mem_ber 
for Barcoo instanced a case where hm~ 
and bonBc!ust were applied to land al~ost 
together, with the result that the lime liber
ated the nitrogen in the bonodust. If we 
had the knowledge and w' could use the 
correct fertiliser in the proper way, we would 
not have the losses that we h~ve to-day, 
but would be able to save suffic10n.t to pay 
the whole cost of this sc.heme. If t~Is s~heme 
is conducted in the nght way, It will be 
worked in conjunction with tho present ru_ral 
schools, and the children, inste.ad of gomg 
to a trade or farm, could stop m the school 
and receive higher education. so that they 
might be ablo to go on the land, and thu~ 
prevent thousands of the very . best and 
brightest of our people from commg to the 
city. The man who leaves tho country tOo 
come to the city is practically lost to t.he 
State, because he is not fitted to take up 01ty 
life and when he returns to the country 
he is not as good a man as he was origin~lly. 
I intend to do all I can to make the Bill a 
success, and I hope the Minister will not get 
angry because some hon. members attempt 
to make it better than it is. 

The SECRETARY FOR p CBLIC I)!STRUCTJON : 
I am not angry with you. 

Mr. vVARREN: I have always known t!h 
hon. gentleman to be one of the m?st fan·
mindcd of men; and, when I complam about 
the schools in my district being in a bad sta.te· 
of repair, I know he is not to blame for It. 
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It is the fault of the miserable Government 
he is connected with. (Laughter.) I am very 
sorry he is tied to people who starve our 
children 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR P1JBLIC IN~'rR1:CTJON: 
And I am going to stick to them. 

Mr. \V ARREN: I am sorry they arc not 
able to do better for the schools. but that 
will not stop me from assisting them to make 
this Bill a good one; and I hope they will 
succeed in doing something that will be 
beneficial to Queensland and put us in a 
position we ha Ye never been in before. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Bou:en): In rising to sup
port the second reading of this Bill, I wish 
it to be ur:dcrstood that hon. members on the 
Opposition side of the House, who may repre
sent agricultural interests in Southern Queens
land. should realise that agriculture is carried 
on in Northern Queensland. Also I want to 
point out that this measure is a step in 
advance of anything done in the past; and 
that this Government have done something 
in that direction in Northern Queensland. 
\Ve have a rural school established at Home 
Hill, in my electorate, and we also have an 
experimental farm there. I can remember 
some thirty-eight years ago in Queensland 
when it used to take 20 tons of sugar-cane to 
produce a ton of raw sugar. The hon. mem
ber for Mirani will also remember that. But 
we have made considPrable in1provement since 
those days. and in some cases, owing to the 
improvement that has taken place m the 
growth of sugar-cane, 6 or 7 tons of cane 
now produce a ton of sugar. I know that is 
not the average throughout Queensland, but 
it shows that in carrying out experiments in 
connection 'vith sugar-cane we have been 
able to increase production considerably, and 
to-clay we are getting 2, 3, or 4 tons of sugar 
from an acre of land when in years gone by 
we only obtained 1 ton. This measure is 
further to improve agriculture·. I must 
ccngratulate the hon. member for Barcoo on 
the splendid speech he delivered to-night. 
It was one of the best I have listened 
to since I first became a member of this 
House, inasmuch as he dealt with the ques
tion as it should be dealt with. The hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat 
referred to window-dressing, and several 
other hon. members have done the same. 
Why did they not deal with the principles of 
the Bill? Is it. a good Bill, or is it not a 
good Bill? That i.s the question. If it is a 
good Bill-if it is in the interests of agricul
ture-why do they not say so? At any rate. 
the tendencv is in that direction. I do not 
intend to delay the House, as I only got un 
to let hon. members know that there is an 
agricultural industry in North Queensland, 
and we who represent the l\orth belieYe that 
we should ha,-e the same adyantages in the 
:'\orth that they have in the South. I hope 
that every consideration will be given in that 
direction. I notice bY the Bill that a local 
authorit)· or local at;thorities can obtain a 
school under this scheme by proYiding one
third of the cost, and I ha vc no doubt that 
provision will be takf:q advantage of in the 
near future. But it is just as well to make 
it as wi{{cly known as po'"sible, because in my 
traVPls in the l\orth. owing to the fact that 
we have got a real Tory press in ::\lorth 
Queensland. I find the people practically 
boow nothing e.\Jout what this Government 
.arc doing. 'It is quite true that the hon. 
member for Townsvillc gets his speech<•s 

reported in the " Townsville Bulletin," but I 
dn not got mine reported in that paper. I 
"ish to let the people know that there is a 
1ncasure going through to assist agriculture, 
or, in other words, to bring about a more 
up-to-date system than that which we have 
got at the present time. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and pas~e~. 
The rESumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m. 




