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500 Questions.

THURSDAY, 27 JULY, 1922.

The Speaker (Hon, W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

INDEBTEDNESS TO TREASURY OF ROCKHAMPTON
. HARBOUR BOARD.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) asked the

Treasurcr—

Re the Rockhampton Harbour Board—

“1. What was the total amount of the
board’s indebtedness to the Treasury on
the 30th June, 19217

* 2, What additional amount has been
lent the board from 1st July, 1921, to
date ?

3. (u) What amount of interest and
redemption was due by the board during
each of the financial years ended 30th
June, 1919, 30th June, 1920, 30th June,
19217 (b) What amounts were actually
paid during each of those years?

4, Concerning the loan of £10,000
offcred or made to the board recently—
{¢) What conditions regarding repay-
ments of interest and redemption attached
to such loan? (b) Did the board accept
the loan on such conditions?

‘5. Did he, when a deputation from
the boatrd waited upon him in Rockhamp-
ton recently, say or imply that the board
was in a bankrupt State, or words to
that effect?

“6 Is he aware that, notwithstanding
the apparent hopelessness of the board’s
finanices, they liave just recently reduced
their wharfage and harbour dues charges
on many lines?

o
1

. Is he aware that such action must
50 diminish their revenue as to make it
more difficult or impossible than ever for
the board to repay its indebtedness to
the Treasury?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—
1. £388,924 14s. 8d.

“2, £7.698 14s. 9d., exclusive of inter-
est; capitalised, £33,620 10s. 8d.

“ 3. («) Exclusive of 12,678 b5s. 8d.
arrears from the previcus year, the
amounts are—

£ s d
50th June, 1919 ... 13,434 18 0
30th June, 1920 ... 13,676 13 7
30th June, 1921 ... 14271 4 9

Redemption payments were suspended for
the period—

£ s d

(b) 30th June, 1919 ... 9427 8 10

30th June, 1920 ... 4,616 6 9

30th June, 1921 ... 5,240 5 8

“4. (a) That redemption payments on
account of loans to the board be sus-
pended for a period of three years ending
on the 30th June, 1925, during which
period interest only on such loans is to
be charged to the board, but no penalty
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to be imposed should such interest be not
full¥ paid. The board to undertake to
pay to the Treasury the following per-
centages of its annual revenue :—(1) When
the revenue does not exceed £20,000, 50
per cent. of such revenue. (2) When the
revenue exceeds £20,000 but does not
exceed £25,000, 50 per cent. of £20,000,
and 75 per cent. of the amount exceeding
£20.000 up to £25.000. (3) When the
revenue exceeds £25000, as in No, 2
above, plus 100 per cent. of the amount
in excess of £25000. The total annual
payments to the Treasury not to exceed
the interest due on loans outstanding.
Any portion of the interest unpaid for
any half-year during the period to be
carried forward. (b) Yes.

. ‘5.1 asked what was the use of ignor-
ing the fact that the board was hopelessly
insolvent,

“6. I have no information on the
matter, but will make inquiries.

7. Without full information with
respect to the reductions stated to have
been made I cannot offer an opinion;
but it does not necessarily follow that
such action would reduce the board’s
revenue,”’

WiIRE NETTING PURCHASED BY LANDS DEPARI-

MENT AND APPLICATIONS THEREFOR.
Mr. PETERSON (¥ormanby) asked the

‘1. What quantity of wire netting has
been purchaszed by the Lands Department
during the period 1st July, 1919, to 30th
June, 19227

“2. How many farmers applied for
wire netting during the period mentioned
above?

f“3, What was the quantity applied
or?

4. How many application on the
part of farmers were refused by the
department ?

5. When does he expeet to be able
to supply further requests?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

¢ 1. 364 miles of netting was purchased
during this period for distribution to
settlers and rabbit boards

“2. On account of the prohibitive
prices ruling for netting, the departmeat
had no netting available during the
greater part of the period mentioned,
and, therefore, a list of applications was
not kept. Applicants were, however,
informed that if netting was purchased
by them, the department would assist
them by advancing an amount up to
25 per cent. above pre-war prices for
netting. Seventeen settlers took advan-
tage of this offer, and received advances
amounting to £1.693. Since May last
netting has again been supplied to
settlers,

3. See answer to No. 2.
“ 4, Twenty-seven,

5. The matter of the purchase of
further supplies of netting is now under
consideration.”
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Permir For RUNNING CARNIVAL OR LIBERTY
Fatr a1 Lowoop.

Mr. NOTT (Stanley) asked the Attorney-
General—
“ During what period of time was 2
permit granted to Mr. Mason to run a
carnival or Liberty Fair at Lowood?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—
* No permit was granted to Mr. Mason
to run a carnival or Liberty fair at
Lowood.”

COMMONWEALTH GGRANT IN ATD OF NATIONAL
Hicuways POR RELIEF oF UNEMPLOYED
RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera),

without notice,
asked the Premier—

“1. Has he received any confirmation
of the published statement that the
Federal ~Cabinet have decided to
make available £250.000 on a £1 for £1
basig f.orAnational highways as a means
of relieving unemployment of returned
soldiers ?

“2 Owing to the seriousness and the
extent of such unemployment, will he
expedite the matter so far as Queensland
is concerned ?”’

The PREMIER
replied—

U Se[ far T have no official communica-
tion from the Prime Minister on the
subject.”

(Hon. E. G. Theodors)

WORKERS® HOMES ACT AMENDMENT

ada.

INTPIATION.
Ho~n. W. FORGAN SMITH (Maclay): I

beg to move—
_“That the House will, at its next sif-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Workers” Homes Act of 1919 in certain
particulars.”
Question put and passed.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.

PrOPOSED AMENDMENT OF ELECTORAL DISTRICTS
Acr.

. Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), in mov-

ing—

“That ir order to prevent further dis-
franchisement of country districts, it is
necessary to amend scction 7 of the
Electoral Districts Act of 1910 by repeal-
ing the words ‘but in no case shall such
quota be departed from to a greater

" extent than one-fifth more or one-fifth
less,” and inserting -in lieu thereof,
‘ Provided that, notwithstanding any-
thing contained in this section or in the
last preceding section, electoral districts
which are wholly comprised within the
boundaries of ecities or towns shall have
not less than 40 per cent. more electors
than those of electoral districts which
are wholly beyond such boundaries, and
electoral districts which comprise land
partly within and partly without such
boundaries shall have not less than 25
per cent. more electors than those of
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electoral districts which are whollv

beyond such boundaries’ ”—

sald : This motion is intended to remedy au
injustice which has been done to primars
producers by the present Government under
an Act passed by their predecessors.

Mr. CoLLing: Passed by a Government of
which you were a supporter.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Although that Act
allows for a 40 per cent. differcace between
the number of electors in country electorates
and the number in city electorates, advantage
was taken by the Redistribution Commis-
sioners to give the advantage to the cities. A
great injustice was thereby done to the
primary producers, which nothing that the
Government have done so far has removed.
The primary producers suffered a great deal
at the hands of the Government in 1915, 1916,
1917, and 1918, but this was the crowning
insult to the primary producers, as it prac-
tically disfranchised from 20,000 to 24,000
country electors. It did not take the vote
away from them, but it reduced their repre-
sentation in Parliament by four members,
which practically disfranchised them so far
as their political power was concerned.
There is no excuse whatever for it, because
the Government knew at the time that it
was difficult to keep people on the land.
They knew that people were leaving the
country for the cities, and that it required
every encouragement to induce the people
to stay on the land. They knew that there
was no greater insult they could offer to
any community than to distranchise it. We
had Mr. Sastri, from India, addressing hon.
members in this Chamber a little while ago
in regard to the question of enfranchising
a few hundred Hindus, and the Government
gave him every consideration. But in con-
nection with 24,000 of the primary producers,
who are the backbone of the country, the
Government deliberately disfranchised them
in ordér that they might win the nexs
election,

If the Government want to wipe out their
past actions, T can show them a very easy
way to do it. There are three Bills which
it will be necessary for them to place on the
statute-book of Queensland, and if they do it
as 1 suggesh, it will bring prosperity to the
country and restore confidence. It is only
reasonable that the Government should do-
these things. The first thing I want the
Government to do is to bring 1 a new Klec-
toral Districts Act, and in that Act provision
should be made to give a better quota for
the country districts than is given at the
present time. We could then have a new
redistribution of seats before another election
takes place. If the Government will do that,
they will show repentance for their past
evil deeds  {Opposition Members: Hear,
bear! and laughter.) The second Bill which
the Government should introduce, if they want
to win the confidence of the people of Queens-
land, is one to take away from the Govern-
ment the power which they possess at the
present time to seize citizens’ goods. (Opposi-
tion Members: Hear, hear!) If they intro-
duce that Bill and take away from the
Government the power to seize goods belong-
ing to any citizen except by purchasing them
at their full value, it will be a good thing
for the country. The Government should
also remove a blot that now exists on the
statute-book by re-enfranchising the country
districts. We want a new Electoral Districts
Act and another redistribution of seats before

Mr. Bebbington.)
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the next elcction, and then justice will be
done to the country. The country people will
then see that the Government are really
repentant.

Hon. J. G. Avpir: They might get another
term. (Laughter.)

Mr. Prasp: We will get another term
without that. (Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If the Government go
to the country with these blots still existing
on the statute-boolk, instead of winning more
seats as they expect to do-—seeing that they
have cut out four of the country seats—they
will get less.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon., member
for Albert introduced the last Bill for a
redistribution of seats. We tried to improve
it, but you would not help us.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Government
deliberately misused the power given to them
in that Act. I say that deliberately. It
was no accident; it was done purposely. 1
am sorry that I cannot do justice to my
motion to-day, as I am suffering from an
attack of influenza, and I shall have to stop
speaking directly. I might, however, show
the inequalities between some of the elee-
torates. For instance, we have the Brisbane
clectorate with 6,310 electors, and Dravton
with 6,215 electors, although Drayton 1s a
country electorate. Then we have Windsor
with 7,192 electors, Merthyr with 6,902 elec-
tors, and Buranda with 6,720 clectors. These
are all Brisbane electorates. In the country
we have Murilla with 5,891 electors, Maranoa
with 5,519 electors, Warrego with 5,034 elec-
tors, Gregory with 4.660 electors, and, as I
have alrcady stated, Drayton with 6,215
electors. There are something like sixty odd
schools. in the Drayton electorate to-day,
while in some of the cily electorates they
have only got one school.

Hon. J. G. ArrEL: That is a good thing for
the member.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: In the city eler-
torates, the member can get up in the morning
and go right through his electorate before
lunch. Just fancy having 4,560 electors in
the Gregory electorate! Then there is
Warrego with 5,034, and here vou have the
city of Brisbane, with only 6,310. There
15 no necd to point to anything bevond these
figures to demonstrate the injustice done to
the primary producers.

Now I shall show how the primary pro-
ducers are treated in Victoria, which is the
most prosperous State in Australia to-day.
‘We have Boroondara, which is a city elee-
torate. with 29.974 electors, and Issendon
with 25,205. On the other hand, we have
country electorates such as Grenville with
%.287, or less than one-fourth of those city
clectorates, and Allendale with 6,321. In
Queensland we have gone to the other extreme
and made our country electorates larger than
the city electorates in order that the Govern-
ment might gt back to office. There was
never such a misuse of power as has been
exercised in this respect against the primary
producers. I regret that my voice will not
allow me to continue, but I consider that I
have shown that injustice has been done.

Mr. MOORY (Aubigny): I wish to second
the motion, because I consider that a wrong
principls has been followed in the redistri-
bution of scats. It has been generally recog-
nised throughout Australia right from the
‘beginning that the quota for country districts

[3r. Bebbington.
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should be lower than that for city districts.
In the Electoral Distribution Act which was
passed in Victoria in 1913 the proportion was
sixty to a hundred. The people in the cities
are always in a better position than those in
the country. There is not in the cities the
diversity of interests which occurs in the
country, because in the former the interests
of all the electors are generally the same. A
member for a country clectorate has to
travel over a large area and make himself
acquaint>d with many different industries.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not scem
to realise that you are criticising the hon.
member for Albert, who was a member of
the Government that passed the present Act.

My, MOORE: 1 do not care. I suppose
that, if we read up the speeches of hon.
members on the other side, we would find
that they are not now supporting the same
principles as thev supported at that time.
They were opposed to one vote one value at
that time, but they are not opposed to it to-
day.

Mr. Corrins: Read what I said then.

Mr. MOORE: I do not know what the
hon. member said: but, at any rate, he votad
in accordance with the principles laid down
by his party. We find hon. members on that
side standing up and advocating one thing
anu then voting for another. We want men
who, when they have principles, are prepared
to stand up to them, and, if necessary, come
over here and vote for them. (Government
interruption.) Apparently, they are merely
concerned about getting up and saying some-
thing which will enable them to go into the
electorates and say, I advocated this.”” But
it is the vote that counts.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We wanted to
make it a good Act, but your party spoiled it.

Mr. MOORE: The Act was an absolute
mistake.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not our fault.

Mr. MOORE: It is your iault. WIill any
reasonable man say that instructions were
not given to the (ommissioners last year as
to the way in which they were to read that
Act? Of course, they werc. (Government
interruption.} Certain instructions were
given to them as to how they were to carry
out the work they were to do, and they
carried out those instructions because they
thought it would be to the advantage of the
Government. Can anyene say it is a wise
thing to give a preponderating influence to
the. cities? It should be the object of a
Government to promote agricultural settle-
ment; vet we find that four more seats are
to be given to the city of Brisbane. There is
no doubt that Brisbane has been better served
than the country. The influence of town
members is greater than it ought to be, vet
it is proposed to increase that influence. We
surely ought to recognise that what is
required is to get a greater number of mem-
bers who will understand the conditions
appertaining to the country. How can you
expect men who represent the city to under-
«tand the conditions existing out in the far
western country? They have their con-
veniences down here. In many cases in the
country they have to find their own con-
veniences—build their own schools, assist in
providing accommodation for vocational
classes, and bear a portion of the cost of the
equipment. You never hear of that being
done in the towns. We want to have greater
representation in the country than in the



Redistribution of Seats.

towns. I think the scheme put forward in
Victoria is a very good one. Town electors
have easy access to their member. Look at
the vast distances which country members
have to travel to get over their electorates,
The hon. member for Gregory the other day
said that it takes three months to get round
his electorate. Surely you cannot have one
vote one value in an electorate like that!
Look at the number of letters a country mem-
ber has to read and write to enable his con-
stituents to keep him familiar with the needs
of his electorate. ITe has to make himself
familiar with the different industries that are
carried on. Possibly, in a town electorate—
which a member can get round in a couple
of hours--there are only two or three dif-
ferent industries, and those people can take
their member over their husinesses and show
exactly what they require. In the country,
it is a different thing altogether. We want
to see the representation put on a fair basis,
because we desire that the peopie in the
country shall have an opportunity of putting
their views before their reprezentatives, and
have them represented intelligently in this
Chamber.  In 1913, Mr. Watt, in the Vie-
torian Parliament, was taxced with leaving
the introduction of amending legislation to
the last session of the Parliament. This was
his reply— .

“0Of  course, as hon. members
acquainted with constitutional principles
know, if we rearranged districts at an
carly stage, immediately the scheme
became operative and the new rolls were
ali we would have been compelled

stitutionally, if we followed accepted
practice, fo go at once to the country.
That is the feeling of all sections of the
House.”

He recognised that if they effected a redis-
tribution of seats and had new rolls printed,
the Government would have to go to the
-~country and see whether or not the people
approved of the action which they had taken.
If this Government had consulted the peaple,
the peonle would not have approved of their
action, because the country people resent the
taking away from them of four seats, and
they recognise that the principles actuating
the Government were not such as make
for the best interests of Quecensland, but
had for their object the prolonging of
the life of the Govermmnent. If a fresh redis-
tribution is made ecvery time there is an
. increase in population in the cities, the time
will come when the country will be prac-
tically unrepresented. We have too great a
congestion  of population in  the cities
throughout  Australia  to-day.  Evervhody
recogniscs that that is due, in largs measure,
to the fact that the conditions ave more
attractive in the cities and towns than in
the country. That has heen brought about
by the faci that the citics have been able to
influence action in the direction of making
them more attractive.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Victoria
is the worst State of the lot.

Mr. MOORE: The city population in Vie-
toria is greater. comparatively, than in any
ather State in Australia. That is due simply
to the fact that the conditions in the cit¥
have, by legislation, been made more attrac-
‘tive than they are in the country. That is
what has happened in New South Wales, and
it is what is happening in Queensland. The
conditions of labour In the city are more
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attractive than they are in the country,
simply because the cities and towns have
had a preponderating vote in Parliament.
Centralisation has been the result of the pre-

ponderating influence of the cities.

The Arrorney-Gexpral: Centralisation is
lesz acute in Quecnsland than in any other
State.

Mr., MOORE: The Government are going
to make it more acute in Quecnsland in their
endeavour to make conditions still better in
the city. Up to the present it has been less
acute in Queensland, because in the past we
have had Governments who have recognised
that there should be a fair ratio between
the country and the towns. When the redis-
tribution of scats was made before, it was
endeavoured, as far as possible, to keep a
{air ratio.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I can produce
figures to show that we have done better in
every respect than past Governments.

Mr. MOORE: Figures cannot prove the
necessity for wiping out four country elec-
torates.  Until the recent redistribution of
seats we had four more electorates in the
country than we have to-day.

The Ar1roRNEY-GEXERAL: That is not true.
Three seats were wiped out under the recent
redistribution, and three were wiped out
ander the previous redistribution.

Mr. MOORE : The Government have wiped
out four country clectorates,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Be accurate.

Mr. BIOORE: I am accurate. No figures
can disprove that four country electorates
have been wiped out, and that they have now
been merged in the towns. The redistribu-
tion is not going to be in the best interests
of Quecnsland. The Premier has stated that
he is going to make the conditions of farmers
almost as good as the conditions of those
who live in the city, and that shows where
the influence has been. That shows the mis-
take of applying the principle of one vote
one value to such a State as Qucensland.
To-day we have to settle the large open
spaces of the State, and we want men to
represent those spaces, Tt has been stated
that those representatives should represent
not cattle and broad acres, but the human
beings scattered over those large areas, and
we want to sce that they get an adequate
voice in Parliament. FHow can that be done
when the majority of the representation is
conlined to populous centres, and representa-
tives will endeavour to make the conditions
in thosz centres more attractive? Such a
state of affairs will act detrimentally to the
people in the large areas outside. It is a
great mistake that any Government, in an
endeavour to give themselves another lease
of power, should fix up the electorates in
the way that has been done.

The AtToRNEY-GENERAL: You are very hard
on your own Government.

Mr. MOORE: I am not r:ferring to our
own Government. It is no good sheltering
behind what has been done in the past.
Whatever was done then was most vigorously
condemned by hon. members opposite; but,
when they get into power and have an oppor-
tunity of doing something, instead of getting
away from the bad principles that they pre-
viously condemned, they try to outdo their
predecessors by making the position worse.
The speeches delivered by hon, members

Mr Moore.]
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opposite on that occasion can be referred to.
1f they held those opinions then, what has
made them change their minds so suddenly?
Tt is to keep this Government in power. Hon,
members opposite who represent country elec-
torates and thought then that it was a mis-
taken poliey, would like to-day to see those
clectorates cut up even more and thus make
the disproportion even greater. It would be
far bettsr to go to the country on the old
rolls rather than on the rolls that have been
the result of the miserable gerrymandering
that took place last year.

[4 p.m.]

Mr. Cornixs: It was your friends who
asked for a Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Mr. MOORE: There werc tremendous
anomalies in the city proper. One electorate
had more than twice as many electors as
other electorates. There were also anomalies
in the country; but we did not say that you
should make the country and town electorates
equal so far as numbers are concerned.
There was no suggestion of that kind.

Mr. CorrLiNs: Do you say the country
electorates and town electorates are equal?

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member knows
perfeetly well that the Redistribution of Seats
Commission never went anywhere near the
legal margin they arc allowed under the Act.
The number of electors in the Brisbane elec-
torate is less than the number in the Drayton
electorate. Surely that shows that a wrong
principle was adopted. The hon, member for
Drayton is perfectly right in bringing this
matter forward. He is_only voicing the
opinions of the electors whom he represents,
because they have held meetings and have
expressed, through the Press, their strong
objection to being disfranchised. They recog-
nise that under the redistribution of seats
they are not going to have the opportunity of
getting their views placed before this House
that they have had in the past. The Premier
will be well advised if he withdraws the
redistribution altogether and has it done in
accordance with the policy he is now endea-
vouring to carry out—what he calls an agri-
cultural policy. Hon. members who represent
Northern constituencies must recognise that
a wrong principle has been adopted. Years
ago the representatives from these Northern
constituencies stated that they did not get
the justice that was due to them., Why?
Simply because they did not have proper
representation.

Mr. WixsTaANLEY : Simply because there
was a Nationalist Government in power,

Mr. 3OORI: In the past hon. members
have talked about Qucen street Governments.
That was made possible because there were
too many members representing city elector-
ates. We are getting the same thing again
to-dar. Hon. members on the other stde who
railed against what they called a Queen street
Government are now making it possible to
have a Queen street Government again.
Surely there is no consistency in that. When
they have an opportunity of making a redis-
tribution of seats, we want to see them make
it in accordance with the views thev have
expressed in the past; but, instcad of doing
that, they have made a redistribution in such
a way that they will get a political advan-
tage, and the country districts are going to
suffer. T am sure hon. members who repre-
sent country electorates know the conditions
under which the people live, and know the
numerous requests that are made to members
representing country electorates, while the

[Mr. Moore.
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people living in the towns do not understand
the conditions of the country districts at all.
A country member has to represent many
industries, and is continually going to the
different departments to rectify grievances.
and members representing town electorates
have nothing like the same amount of work
to do. They may have a few industrial
matters to look after, but that is all. If the
country clectorates are going to be of =

huge size, it will be utterly impossible for
the members to get in touch with their elec-
tors in the outside parts. It must be recog-
nised that in a huge State like Queensland we
have a limited number of members in com-
parison to the size of the State. .Victoria is
a small State, compared to Queensland, and

<ou find the same objection there to reduc-
ing the number of country members.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : You say there are toc
many members here.

Mr. MOORE: We want a reduction of
members here, but we want it brought about
in such a way that the preponderance of
voting will be with the country.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You asked for a
soduction of half the present number of
members.

Mr. MOORE: Nobody asked for a redue-
tion of half the number, but the Government
are making the position harder by giving
greater representation to the city. Take the
alectoral distriet of Gregory to-day, which
goes right down to the South Australian
border, and sec how difficult it is for the
member representing that eloctorate to geb
all round his district; yet the Commission
endeavoured to provide the same number of
electors in that electorate as for the electoral
district of Brisbane. The Premier shquld
recognise the position. VVG.VVIH certainly
recognise it the first opportunity we get. and
we will make it possible for the people living
in the outside districts to have a better
opportunity of having their views expressed
in this Chamber than they have at the pre-
sont time. The Attorney-General may smile.
put I do not think hon, members on the
Government benches feel too comfortable.
aud probably it will not be very long before
members on this side have an opportunity
of bringing in a Redistribution of Seats
Bill and putting the clectorates on a proper
basis. 1 second the motion, because I recog-
nise that a great injustice has been done, and
that the people in the country are not going
to get the representation they should have.

Mr. CATTERMULL (Musgrave) : Although
I do not altogether agree with the way In
which the motion is worded, certainly some-
thing should be done to see that the country
interests are better looked after than they
are at present. 'The Redistribution of Seats
Clommission which was appointed by the
Giovernment did not carry out the spirit of
the Act. There are three principles laid
down in the Act: community of interest,
means of communication, and natural boun-
darics. 1 say without hesitation that the
Commissioners did not carry out the spirit of
the Act in accordarce with those principles.
Some of the electorates have been made most
unwiecldly, and it is almost impossible to get
round them. They have taken small dis-
tricts adjoining different towns and placed
them in country electorates, and they have
taken districts from country electorates and
put them in town electorates. I do not
know whether the Commission got instruc-
tions from the Government to do that or not,
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Yot it seems very much like it. The Govern-
ment profess to be the friends of the farmers,
yet it appears that they deliberately gave
instructions to the Commissioners to cut out
four country clectorates and give more 1epre-
sentation to the towns.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : That is absolutely
mcorrect.,

Mr. CATTERMULL: That is the only
cenclusion any reasonable man can come to
when he sce« the divisions which have been
made.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Did you not expect
the Musgrave to go before it was actually
wiped out?

Mr. CATTERMULL : Had the Musgrave
still been held by Labour it would never
have besn cut out.

OrposITioON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CATTERMULIL: I would advocate
a different system to what we have to-day
in regard to country representation. Thero
should be city areas, suburban areas, and
country areas—city areas having a voting
strength of 20,000, suburban arcas 10,000,
and country areas 5,000. I believe that by
that method you would get better representa-
tion. You could also, under that system,
reduce the present number of members from
seventr-two to fifty, We were promised
when we went into federation that a reduc-
tion of members would be one of the firs
things done, and yet we find that it has
never been brought about. I venture to sar
that on the lines I have laid down the couan-
try areas would have better representation
than they have to-day. As the hon, member
for Aubigny said, if we go on passing legis-
lation as we are doing, it will be very harm-
ful. The people are lecaving the land and
flecking to the towns, and the whole of the
representation  in  this  Parliament will
shortly come from the big towns and cities,
and the men on the land will be disfran-
chised. 1 think that if something was done
on the lines T have indicated. we would all
be better served and the interests of the
country would be better protected. People
ars leaving the land to-day and coming into
the towns and cities owing to the better
conditicns and the higher rates of wages
which obtain there. Farmers have left their
farms because they have not been able to
get the cost of production reduced, and have
come into the cities to get work. They also
come because thev bave not got proper repre-
scotation in the country. The Governmens
have not done what they should have done
for them. That vemark is applicable, not
only to the present Government, but to other
Governments as well: but we should try to
remedy that position as soon as we can, and
encourage the farmers to remain on the land
by giving them proper representation in
Parliament. so that they can have their
wants attended to.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): T was one of
those who. when the Rlectoral Districts Act
was passed in 1910, predicted what would
happen.

The ArrorNev-GENERAL: Yes; and you
also voted against a wider margin being
allowed for the country.

Mr. MORGAN : I practically said that we
should not have a margin at all.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : But you opposad
the one-third margin as against one-fifth.
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Mr. MORGAN : T said that the time would
come when the number of seats in the coun-
try would eventually be reduced and the
cities and towns would have greater repre-
sentation under that measure. I took as an
illustration what had happened in Victoria
under a mcasure of this description. For-
tunately, in that State they foresaw the
result, and now in Viectoria some of the
electorates have 30,000 voters, while others
have as low as 6,000 or 7,000.

MMr. Corrins : Where are the 6,000 voters?
In country electorates?

Mr. MORGAN: In country electorates
where the population is small. In certain
electorates where there is a large town they
may have 14,000 voters. There are practic-
ally four times as many voters in large city
clectorates as there are in country electorates.
When the Bill of 1910 was gowng through,
1 remember that there was a great fight put
up by hon. members. As a party man, I
might have pledged my support to a Bill
allowing a margin of 30 per cent. above or
below the quota; but I would remind. the
hon. memnber that there was no provision
for any margin at all, and I fought agains:
that. The point I want to make 1s that the
Commissioners who were recently appointed
have not done their duty in that respect.
The Act provides that the Commissioners, if
they so desired, should allow for a difference
of 40 per cent. in the number of voters in
electorates like the city of Brisbane and
the clectorate represented by the hon.
member for Gregory. Gregory is the largest
and most sparsely populated electorate 1n
Queensland, yet we find the margin very
small in comparison to what it should be.
We also find discrepancies in regard to other
country clectorates, Can the Minister jus-
tifv the fact that Brisbanc has 6.310 electors,
while Carnarvon has 6571 clectors? There
are over 200 electors more in Carnarvon
than in the citr of Brisbane, where the
population is so dense.

3Ir. CorLins: What is the size of Carnar-
von?

Ar. MORGAN: It is a very large country
clectorate, with an area, I should think, of
10.000 or 12,000 square miles. My own
eloctorate has an arca of something like
18.000 or £0,000 square miles. The electorate
of Brisbane has an arca of not more than 1
square mile.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: One electorale
reprosented by an hon. membar on this
side of the House represents more of Queens-
land than all the electorates represented by
hon. members opposite.

Mr. MORGAN: Then there are other
anomalies. Toowoomba, which is 100 miles
from the scat of government, and which is
what may be called a country. city, has 6,930
electors, or 600 more than Brisbane. In
Albert—which is a countrv electorate—there
are 6,691 voters on the roll. Then, there is
another anomaly, which shows that the Com-
missioners were not thorough in their work
in respedt of country electorates. Take
Murilla, which is the sixth largest clectorate
in Queensland. There is no large town In
Murilla, and there are 5891 voters on the
roll; while the Maranoa electorate, which
contains the large town of Roma, has only
5,319 voters.

The Premizr: There has been practically
no progress in Murilla since 1909.

Mr. Morgan.}
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Mr. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman has
cvidently not kept in touch with any part
of Queensland other than his own electorate.
The first time [ stood for Murilla, in 1909,
there were 1,300 voters on the roil, and the
number increased from 1,300 to over 6,000 at
the last election.

The PrEMIER: You have made more pro-
gress under the Labour Administration.

Mr. MORGAN: My majority at the first
election was only 82, but it was over 700 the
last time I stood. The point I wish to
make is that the country electorates are not
properly redistributed.  Maranoca has= the
large town of Roma in the centre, whereas
Murilla has a number of small towns, yet the
Commissioners decided to put more voters into
the Murilla electorate, which has an area of
20,000 square miles, and which extends 350
miles from Goondiwindi in the south right
to the northernmost portion of it as the crow
flies.  Why should the Murilla electorate
have more voters in it than the Monvaroa?
Then in regard to the number of schools, T
think I hold the record, because therc are
more schools in the Murilla clectorate than
in any other electorate in Queensland.

Mr. CriyroN: Noj; I beat you.
Mr. MORGAN: No; you lose by two

schools.  There are seventy-cight schools in
the Murilla electorate.

The PrEMIER : There was a great increase
under this Government.

Mr. MORGAN: No.

Some of the schools

were closed up under this Government.
Although there are scventy-cight State

schools in the Murilla electorate, T have been
informed that there are one or two elec-
torates in the Brisbane area which do not
contain one State school. At any rate, 1
was told that by an hon. member. '

Mr. Kmmwax: Which electorate is it?
Mr. BranDd: Yours.

Mr. XirwaN: It is not mine, because I
have more than one State school.

Mr. MORGAN: The Commissioners did
not take the Act fully into consideration at
all, because, if they had, they would have
provided for more clectors in the city of
Brisbane than in any other electorate. Tt is
generally considered that Brisbane is the
most populous place in Queensiand; there-
forc the maximum number of voters should
be in the Bricbane electorate. It was also
thought that Gregory would have the mini-
mum  number.  Anyone would think that
there would be 40 per cent. difference
between the number of clectors in Brisbane
and the number of electors in Gregory, but
such is not the case. It was thought that a
margin of 40 per cent. would be allowed for
in the case of a big country electorate like
Gregory, and that in other country clee-
torates the margin would be 30 per cent., 20
per cent., and 10 per cent., according to the
particular locality. I mentioned just now
that the clectorates of Carnarvon and Albert,
both country electorates, have each a greater
number of clectors than the city of Brisbane.
That shows that the present (Government are
pandering to the city intcrests and to the
Queen street interests, and the people living
in the country districts are not getting the
parliamentary representation they are entitled
to. I have here the * Fansard” for 1910,
when the Electoral Districts Bill was passed.

[Mr. Morgan.
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On that occasion Mr. Hamilton, who repre-
sented Gregory, said—

“ He agreed with other members that
this was not a Bill to make botter repre-
sentation in Parliament; it was a Bill
which was going to concentrate all poli-
tical power within a radius of 100 miles
of Brishane.”

Notwithstanding that the Bill provided for
a margin of 40 per cent., Mr. Hamilton was
of opinion that it was going to concentrate
all the political power around Brisbane.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: And yet you voted for
that Bill.

Mr. MORGAN : What Mr. Hamilton said
on that occasion <was quite correct. BHr.
Land, the hon. member for Balonre, also
represented a country electorate, and, speak-
ing on the same occasion, he said--

“11s would like to remind Govern-
ment  supporters—and  especially  the
Queen street supporters-—that, by creat-
ing more centralisation in Brishane than
there had heen in the past, they were
only cutting the ground from under their
foot—in fact, they were only cutting their
own throats.”

That showed that the hon. member recos-
nised that even in the Bill passnd in 1910 the
country districts were mnot recoiving fair
treatinent. What T claim now is not that
the Act pasied in 1910 was wrong, but that
the Clommissioners have not allowed the
margin they should have done.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You admit that
the Commiszioners did better than any other
Commissioners ?

My, MORGAN : Certainly not.

The ArrornEy-GENERAL: Yes. You have not
read the figures.

Mr. MORGAN: When the first redistri-
bution took place in 1911 the Commissioners
who were appointed recognised what was
1aid down in the Act, and they allowed a
margin of 40 per cent. in some cases as
between the large city of Brisbane and the
country. Then they continued that margin
right down to 10 per c:mt. for the suburban
aveas. If the Commissioners had done that
last vear, as they were supposed to do under
the Act, it would have been all right. In
1910 both sides were in favour of giving more
representation to the country, districts, and
even the Labour party were in favour of a
larger proportion of representation being
given to the country. TIiad the Commissioners
acted in accordance with the splrlt‘of the
Act, we would not havs the anomalics that
exist to-day, and I would have no reason to
get up and point out that Brisbane does not
contain the largest number of voters. There
are country electorates 100 miles or more from
Brisbane that have a greater number of
voters than the city of Brisbane, where the
seat of Government is situated. That is proof
positive that the Commissioners did not do
their duaty. I have alrcady compared
Maranoa and Murilla to ~how that the Com-
missioners did not carry oub the spirit of the
Act. Why should there be more voters 1in
PMurilla than Maranoa, which has the big
town of Roma in it?

Mr. WINSTANLEY :
town in Murilla”’

Mr. MORGAN: There are several im-
portant towns in Murilla, but they are small.

Is there no important
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Goondiwindi is the largest.” There may be
ten or twelve important little towns.

Mr. WiNsTaNLEY : Why should you not have
more electors then?

Mr. MORGAN : The important little towns
in Murilla are spread over quite a large area.
Goondiwindi is the largest. I am doubtful
if there is a town in my clectorate with a
population of more than 600 or 700 people. I
also notice that the hon. member for Mitchell
spoke in 1910. According to * Hansard,”
this is what the hon. member said on that
occasion—

“Clause 2 of the Bill wiped out the
Electoral Districts Acts of 1887 and 1892.
As had already been stated, the Bill
would undoubtedly centralise the power
in and around Brisbane, and under the
system of one vote one value it was pretty
hard to get away from that.”

The hon. member for Mitchell recognised
that under that system it would be pretty
difficult to get away from the state of affairs
he mentioned. If there is one thing more
than another which is likely to bring about
separation, it is the fact that the country
people living far away from the seat of
Government are not getting fair representa-
tion in Parliament. That argument has been
used by other hon. members. There is g
movement in Central and Northern Queens-
1and at the present time to divide Queensland
into threw States, owing to the actions of
what are termed Quecn-street Governments.
It has often been said that Brisbane has more
representation than it is entitled to. Although
that particular question is not under dis
cussion just now, I have always voted in
favour of cutting Queensland up into three
States. I am also in favour of it at the
present mormsent. I am of the same opinion

now as I was years ago—that, so long as .

Queensland remains as it is at present, we
shall never get the prickly-pear destroyed;
but, if Queensland is cut up into three States,
there will be some chance of dealing with
that pest.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN: I shall connect my
remarks with the motion. If Queensland had
been cut up into three States, the Central
and the Northern Governments would have
known the danger of prickly-pear, and they
would have taken steps to prevent it spread-
ing any further. The motion calls for the
support of country members on both sides of
the Flouse. It may not appeal to city people.

There may be something in the
[4.30 p.m.] argument of the man who says,

“ Why should one person in the
countrr have more say in the government of
the country than one person in the city 77 It
might be argued that, in proportion, the
people of the Gregory have two representa-
tives to the one representative of the people of
Brisbane, butthat principle has been followed
throughout Australia. Tt has been observed
in Victoria from its inception. The producer
there has had a better * spin” owing to the
fact that he has had more representation than
the man in the city and suburbs, because he
bas had less taxation, and has in every way
been able to make a greater success on the
land than the men in a similar occupation
in any other part of Australia. There is no
Jdenying the fact that the producers of Vic.
toria, taking them by and large, are better
off and have better opportunities of making

Order !
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a success of their calling than those in other
States.

Mr. Wixstantey: Then why do people
leave Vietoria to come to other States ?

Mr. MORGAN: They leave to go where
they can have larger areas. We have a big
scope in Queensiand, and there is more
inducement in a young country like Queens-
land than there is in a closely settled small
State like Victoria. Why do people leave
Great Britain? What induced me to come
to Qucensland? It was the fact that I could
get hold of a large area here. I was ambi-
tious; I had a young family coming on. and
I knew that here I would find a greater
opportunity for them to get hold of land, if
they so desired, than in Victoria.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN: I hope the motion will he
carried, and that we shall have the support
of the lhon. member for Bowen and other
Country members. T am sure the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen is enly waiting for the oppor-
tunity to get up and say he will vote for this
important proposal. It is not a party ques-
tion in any shape or form. I know that
Bowen has less than 5.000 electors, and that
the Murilla has a great many more. Bowen
is one of the most promising clectorates in
Queensland.  They have a fine irrigation
scheme, avd they are golng to have steel and
iron works.

Hon. J. G.
mines,

Mr. MORGAN: T do not know why the
Commissioners considered Bowen of less
importance than Murilla, though Murilla has
pear from one end to the other.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 have listened
carefully to the debate as far as it has gone;
but it does not follow, as some hon. members
would argue, that what suits one State
should suit every other Australian State.
The hon. member for Murilla said that in
Victoria country electorates had 7,000 eleptors,
and city electorates had 30,000. ‘What is the
position in Victoria? 1In spite of that pro-
portionately great representation of country
districts, we find, according to “ Knibbs,”
that 50.5 per cent. of Victoria’s popu[ahqn
is in Melbourne, showing that the drift in
that State has been to the citics. In Vie-
toria, besides Melbourne. we find big cities
like Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo, and other
fairly large town:. whereas, if the hon. mem-
ber was logical, the increase in population
in the country districts ought to be greater
than that in the cities. In our own State. on
the other-hand, with this wrong redistribu-
tion of seats, as claimed by the Opposition—
which, by the way, was piloted through this
House in 1910 by the hon. member for Albert,
who made several specches in its defence—
one would naturally think that the tendency
would be to drift towards the city of
Brisbane. But we find that only 27.75 per
cent. of our population is in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. MoreaN: We have three important
centres in Quecensland.

Mr. COLLINS: Of course we have. What
I am trying to prove is that the electoral
system of a State is not responsible for the
condition of the State. On taking up the
Canadian ¢ Annual Review”—whici: I shall
have occasion to quote in ancther debate—I
find that the same growth of the cities is

My, Collins.]

AppeL: And they have coal-
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taking place in Canada. You cannot blame
the electoral system for that result. The
hon. member for Murilla said that the elee-
torate I represent has a small pumber of
electors, but it is the quota allowed by the
Act of 1910, which the hon. member sup-
ported. There is nothing wrong about my
quota. Before the redistribution took place,
I had the honour to represent more electors
than any other man from North Queensland.
There were 7,446 clectors on my roll, and it
was reduced to 4,836, At the present moment
I have 5,000 electors on the roll, showing the
wonderful growth of the district and the wis-
dom of the Commissioners in recognising that
it is a growing district, When 1 was
returned 1in 1915, there were a little over
5,000 electors on the roll, and the figures
before the redistribution and those I have
just given show the wonderful growth
of the electorate during the period I
have had the bonour to represent it. In the
first redistribution under the Act of 1810,
North Queensland lost two scats—Carpen-
taria and Croydon. That was under the
scheme of redistribution of the Denham Go-
vernment, of which the hon. member for
Albert was ITome Secretary. Is not North
Queensland a country part of the State? If
it is, and if the hon. member were logical,
North Queensland should have greater repre-
sentation than any other part of the State,
bhecause of its long distances from the seat of
Government. Under the redistribution which
took place the other day. North Quecnsland
has not lost a single seat. which shows the
growth of North Queensland. The hon.
member should know that no part of Queens-
land has grown so rapidly as the Herbert
Federal electorate.

Mr. MoreaN: The South would not have
lost any seats if the Commissioners had
treated it in the same way as the North.

Mr. COLLINS: Anvone who studies the
growth of modern democracy must know that
democracy, as a rule, comes from the cities.
The Act provides for an electorate strength
of one-fifth more or less than the quota, and
we in the country districts are representing
onc-fifth less, and I do not think there is a
great deal to complain about, The Country
party are in a very bad position. I believe
one of their planks aims at a reduction in
the number of members of Parliament to fifty,
1f they brought about that reduction, would
it not follow that the country districts would
have less representation in this Chamber?
The Attornev-General, who has the electoral
machinery under his control, has pointed out
that the hon. member for Gregory represents
a larger area than is represented by the whole
of the Opposition put together. Let us assume
that their idea was carried out and that
we had fifty members of Parliament. The
natural result would be that the country
weuld have less representation, unless the
reduction was made on the lines suggested
by the hon. member for Murilla~—~that the
city electorates should contain 30,000 electors
and the country clectorates 7,000. But that
would not be representation of the people; it
would be representation of trves, sheep, cattle,
and so forth. T am as sound on this question
asz I was in 1910. I think there is not much
room fer complaint in the redistribution of
scats which has taken place. The growth
in our metropolitan area is no greater than
that which has taken place in other parts
of the Commonwealth. Take South Australia,
which has produced a Premier who holds

[Mr. Collins.
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ideals about populating the northern part of
Australia with black Iabour. Adelaide, the
capital, contains 51.50 per cent. of the total
population of South Australia. In that
respeet -t is the worst State in the Common-
wealth, as it has more than half its people
congregated in one centre. I do not know
what their electoral system is; but, consider-
ing they are governed by men who hold views
similar to those of hon. gentlemen opposite,
1 have no doubt that the country parts have
greater representation than the city. Yet
that has not stopped the growth of the city.
(lities are growing all the world over, as the
result of modern conditions. The man on the
land to-day, with modern machinery, can
produce, with less effort, much more than
he could in past days. The result is that
the cities are growing. I think they will
continue to grow until we have a change in
tha whole social system. An alteration in the
electoral law or even a redistribution of seats
will not alter it. Hon. members opposite
ought to be consistent. They believe in
reducing the numbers of memb-rs of Parlia-
ment. Surely they ocught to know that it
will mean larger electoral districts in the
country. They ought to realise that the man
in the city who is doing useful work has a
right to as much repres'ntation as the man
in the country who is doing useful work.
Society has.said to the people living in the
city that they should manufacture implements
and so forth for the man on the land. Let
hon. members, then, blame socicty, and not
the individuals who are forced, under the
present conditions of society, to live in the
city and work under conditions which are
not ideal. While I believe that the country
should have proper representation, I do not
say it should have overwnelming represen-
tation.

Mr. EpwARDS : Did vou support the Premier
in his reduction of wages?

Mr. COLLINS: I would be pulled up by
the Speaker if T were to attempt to deal with
that question, If the hon. member’s party
were in power, not onlv would they reduee
wages, but they would abolish the Industrial
Arbitration Court, amond the Trades Union
Act, and have a vigorous policy of immi-
gration: and we would be back to “six bob
a day.” (Interruption.) I do not think
there is much to complain about in the
redistribution which has taken place.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The big question
behind this motion is whether we stand for
enfranchisement or disfranchisemsnt of the
people. I cannot see my way to support the
motion, because I do not think it is in the
best interests of the State or of the people
generally. I am quite at a loss to understand
the attitude of the mover of the motion and
some of those who have spoken, when they
tell us that the present system practically
means that the countrv districts shall not
have proper r-presentation in this Parliament.
What are the facts with regard to this
Parliament? There are elected to this
Chamber seventy-two members, of whom forty-
six represent country electorates. Where 1s
the injustice? Where are the country dis-
tricts being penalised by the representation
which the city has? We have heard a good
deal about what is called * Queen-street
government,’’ and the domination of the whole
State by metropolitan interests. That 1is
only a parrot cry. If you go through the list
of members, you will find that what I have
stated is correct,
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Mr. EDwARDS: You must take into con-
sideration the fact that four country seats
are being wiped out.

Mr. TAYLOR : T am riot referring to future
Parliaments. In my figures I have included
some men who reallv 1epresent city interests
-—such as Townsville, Rockhampton, Gympie,
and Bundaberg, so I have tried to be as
fair as I could in making the comparison.
That proportion must continue until the popu-
lation in the country districts grows more
rapidly than it has done during the last
fifteen or twenty years. 1 take it that Govern-
ments are not out to do a manifest 1n3ustlce
Some mistakes may have been made in the
bhoundaries that have been fixed. I havs no
doubt that, if my electorate had been cut
out, I should have said that the Commissioners
had done a wrong thing. (Laughter.) I do
not find fault with those who say that the
Commissioners have not been falr in that
respect.  But the country interests of Queens-
land have been, and will be, preserved by the
Parliaments of Que:nsland; no matter what
Government may be in power, they must
look after the country interesis if they desire
to soe the State develop.  As the hon. member
for Bowen has pointed out, there always has
been, and there always will be, an aggrega-
tlon of people in the cities. What do we [find
in regard to our railway system, so tar as
~country interesis are concerned ?

Mr. PETERSON : Where would your cities be
without the country districts?

Mr. TAYLOR: Nearly £50,000,000 have
been spent on the railways, and of that sum
£10,000,000 would probably represent the
total amount that has been spent in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. PetErRsoN: That is a weak argument,

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member may
call it a weak argument, but I call it a
strang argument. The country has not suf-
fered on account of what has been called
in this Chamber *‘ Queen street influcnce”

¢ Queen street government.” The capital
is tho scat of government, and in carrying
on the adrainistrative and executive work
of Parliament expensive buildings have had
to  lbe orested.  Throughout Queensland
schools have been erected, and before feder-
ation post offices and a number of other
public buildings had to be erected. The
country has had a fair chance, and has
received a fair proportion of the expendi-
ture of public money in years gone by. No
man, whether his shade of politics be Labour,
National, or Country party, will come into
this Chamber and say that he wishes to sec
the country suffer at the expense of the
tcwn. We all come here to act as far as
possible in the interests of the whole State.
and, notwithstanding any inequalities thaf
may have been created by the recent redis-
tribution of seats, I certainly think that the
country has not much to complain about
If a reduction in the number of members did
take place—I would be in favour of a reduc-
tion——we would find hon. members complain-
ing about the size of their electorates. Some
of the electorates are tremendously large,
and it is a difficult and expensive matter
for a member representing one of those
electorates to cover his territory. It means
a large expenditure of time and money. If
we are going to reduce the number of mem-
bers in this House, and follow the sugges-
tion made this afternoon by one hou.
member, the city electorates would embrace
‘20.000 electors and the couniry electorates
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would embrace 5000 electors. I do not
stand for that. I do not stand for the whole-
sale disfranchisement of peovle like that.
I consider that the quota under which this
Parliament was elected has been a fair
quota, and has given the country districts
the fair representation which they deserve
and which they ought to have in this Cham-
ber. We have heard a good deal about one
vote one value. That has always been con-
ceded, and the country has had special
advantages given to it in that particular
regard. Thelr representation at present,
compared with representatives of city elec-
torates, is forty-six to twenty-six, and 1
do not think they have very much to com-
plain about, That ratio will continue for
quite a long time.

Mr. EDWARDS {Nanango): I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion. In days
gone by the country has not had fair repre-
scntation. T am not stating that the Com-
missioners received any instructions as to
what they were to do, but the finding of
the Commission is at least suspicious. The
Commission has wiped out four country elec-

torates, but not one Labour electorate, and
that is suspicious. I am satisfied that every
person residing in Queensland to-day is

trying to do his very best to develop the
State. That is taking place even in the
cities, but, unfortunately, the city peopia
are of practically the same mind as the
leader of the Nationalist party. They do
not undarstand the conditions of settlemens
away out in the backblocks of Queensland.
If the hon. gentleman who has just resumed
his seat would travel more into the country
districts and see the conditions that the
people have to put up with, he would not
make such a speech as he has made this
afternoon. He mentioned that so many
million pounds more had been spent in coun-
try distriets than in city areas on the con-
struction of railways. What a ridiculous,
foolish statement to make. If railway com-
munication had not been extended to the
country districts, the cities would have been
starved out. The country districts have paid
for every rail that has been put down, and
they are paying more to-day in comparison
than the people in the large centres.

Mr. SrtorrorD: They were paying more
bhefore this Government repealed the Rail-
way Guarantee Act.

Mr. EDWARDS: They are paying it at
the present time, by paying nearly 100 per
cent. more in freights and fares. Does any
hon. member suggest that we are going to
develop the country districts better by reduc-
ing the representation of those districts?
The only way that we can get those districts
fully populated is by giving them the fair
and square representation which they deserve

Mr. Corrins: With fifty members?

Mr. EDWARDS: With fiftx members, if
the hon. member likes. An hon. member
representing a city electorate embracing
50.000 electors could represent that electorate
far easier than a country representative
representing an electorate not so thickly
populated.

Mr. SizEr: Why?

Mr. EDWARDS: I have been told by one
hon. gentleman in this Chamber, who for
many years represented a city oonstltuency
that he has never at any time been in any
of the Government departments.

An HoNoURABLE MeMBER: Who is he?

Mr. KERR: Name him !

My, Edwards.]
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Mr. EDWARDS: There is not one coun-
try representative in Queensland” who does
not know every one of the departments from
A to Z. 1t was stated this afternoon that m
some country districts there were seventy
schools, whilst in some of the city electorates
the representative has not cven one to look
after. 1f any hon. member represented the
whole of the city of Brisbane, he would nob
have the same amount of work to do as a
man representing a country constituency.

Mr. Kerr: You do not know what you
arc talking about.

Mr. EDWARDS: I am satisfied that these
chaps are up against me.

The SPHEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not in order in referring to other
hon. members as ¢ these chaps.” (Laughter.)

Mr. KirwaN: The hon. member will not
be in order in referring to them as *‘ com-
rades’ either. (Laughter.)

Kr., EDWARDS: We have had far too
much of the city in the past, and we are
getting it again now. I rcalise that hon.
gentlemen representing city electorates do
their best in the interests of the country, bub
they really do not understand those 1nterests.

My, Pease: What do you call the country?
You do not know anvthing about the country.

Mr. EDWARDS: I have been told by the
hon. member, who is a storekeeper and a
middleman, that I do not know anything
about the country. I hope that, in the near
future, the members who represent city elect-
orates will wake up and realise the neces-
sity, not only for better representation of the
) country districts, but for better
1.} conditions for the people living

in the country districts, I will
give one clear instance to show that the city
can be easily represented from an educational
point of view in comparison with the country.
Before this session of Parliament commenced
the people in my eclectorate endeavoured to
arrange for the Secretary for Public Instruc:
tion to visit the district, and he considered
that it would take a fortnight to go through
my electorate and one other electorate, and
he had to put off his visit until after this
session. That proves beyond doubt that those
people are not getting that consideration
from the Secretary for Public Instruction
which is due to them. In the city the hon.
gontleman can take a fram and visit any
school within half an hour.

%Tr, Sizer: What would he do if he went
up there?

Mr. EDWARDS: He could see the unfor-
tunate condition of the schools in the district.

3ir. Sizer: He would charge two guineas
a day for that. (Laughter.)

3Ir. EDWARDS: The hon. member for
Bowen endeavoured to prove that the propor-
tion of population in the large centres in the
Southern States is greater in comparison
than it is in Queensland.

Me. Cornrss: That is true.

3r. EDWARDS: I admit that it is true,
but why is it true? DBecause of the unfor-
tunate fact that Queensland has had a Labour
(tovernment in power for the past seven
years, If vou take the number of factorics
in the South——

The SPEAKER : Order!

AMr. EDWARDS: Take the number of
industries that have been built

5 o
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up in Melbourne and Sydney. The hon.
member for Bowen will quite understand that
we are sending all our raw material down:
there for manufacturc, and those factories
are employing thousands of people.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hon. member to connect his remarks with
the motion.

Mr., EDWARDS: That is an argument in
favour of greater representation in the country
distriets. Hon. members representing metro-
politan seats should consider what is neces-
sary in the country districts of Queensland
in the interests of the unfortunate settlers.
who are situated hundreds of miles from a
railway. No one will say that the children
in the country districts are getting a fair
and square deal in comparison with the
children in the large centres of population..
In many instances parents are leaving the
country and coming into the cities in order
to educate their children. Surely that proves
beyond all doubt that more consideration
should be given to the country districts! I
have the greatest pleasure in supporting the
motion, and I hope the Government will see
their way clear to allow a further redistribu-
tion of seats, as provided in this motion, so
that the country will get proper representa-
tion. No one will say for a moment that
Quecnsland is going to be developed by cut-
ting out the representation of the country
districts. If we want the people to settle
in the country, we must give them better
representation in order that they may get
in closer touch with the different depart-
ments.

Mr. SIZER (Nwundah): I am not one of
those who wish to oppose country interests.
Far from it! But at the same time there-
has been much said in this Chamber to-day
which cannot be allowed to go without some
explanation of the facts of the position.
Some hon. members scem to have got an
idea, because we represent constituencies
which happen to be a few miles from this
House, that we have a much greater pull
with the Government than they have;
furthermore, that because we happen to be
in the metropolitan area, we are better able
to represent a larger number of constituents
than country members,

Mr., PerErsox: That is true.

Mr. SIZER: They contend thu.t, because
the Secretary for I’ublic Insiruction does not

visit their clectorates as often a: he docs
some of the metropolitan -areas, they are
at a disadvantage. The ideal form of

government is one adult one vote, and one
vote one value; and, if it were possible in
a closely congested State, that is what we
should aspire to. But in a new Statc such
as Queensland people must congregate in the
seaports, because it takes a certain number
of people to perforin the functions necessary
to carry on the business of the State, and it
cannot. be argued that those people must be
disfrarchised because they live in a con-
gested area’  We recognise in Queensland
that the principle of one vote one value is
not possible, and thereforc we have made
provision in cur electoral laws that the
metropolitan areas must have a larger quota
than the country constituencies. I am pre-
pared to admit that the quota for the city
electorates should be from 25 per cent. to
34 per cent. higher than the quota for the
country electorstes in order to overcome the
disadvantageous position the country would
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be in if we had an equal number of electors
in each clectoral district. I maintain that
that has been reasonably provided for.

I would like to sce a change in our
electoral system. I am not a believer in
the straight-out, sudden-death single member
electorates. I maintain that, so long as
wo have single-member electorates, there must
be a tremendous disparity in the represcnta-
tion of the country districts in this Chamber.
The only system which will give us equal
and fair representation is the system of
proportional representation.

Mr. PeTERSON: Mr. Ashford, in New South
Wales, does not like it. (Laughter.)

My, SIZER: That may be; but it shows
the equity of the system, inasmuch as, when
4 mistake had been wade by the electoral
office, the electors were able to appeal to the
Klections Tribunal, and the votes werc
allotted as they should have been, and the
me:uber lost his seat because he was not
properly elected. What can be fairer than
that? 1 would like to see a system intro-
duced under which we could make better
provision for country electorates. We cannct
bring our ideals of one adult one vote and
one vote one value into operation at pre-
sent; but we could adopt the system of pro-
portional  representation, and strike a
different quota for thickly congested areas to
what we would for the country areas, which
are sparsely populated. Let us select our
members on the only effective system—pro-
portional representation.

My, CoLniNs: What rot!
little about it.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member has zaid
that, as he gets older, he is becoming more
censervative.  Ie has nothing in sympathy
with one vote one value; his natural sym-
pathy is in the direction of kecping himself
in Parliament, and letting the minority
dictate to the majority so long as he is in

You know very

the minority in office. Principles do not
count with the hon. member. They only
connt with him when his party are in
ophosition,

Mr. CerLuins: Will you offer to contest thz
Bowen scat against me?

Mr. BI"ER: As I said, the hon. member
is becoming more conservative than ever.
One would almost think that there is only
one pilace in Quecnsland—that is Bowen.
After ali, what is Bowen? Tt has not yet
got the steel works.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
naust obey my call to order, and confine his
remnarks to the motion.

Mr. SIZER: The horn. member speaks of
Bowen, which, after all, is but an infinitesi-
mal portion of Qucensland. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen may represent an infinitesimal
porbion of the State on an ineffective voting
system, which cnables him to hold his -eat
in this House and magnify himself as a duly
clected representative 1n this Chamber, when,
if we arpued it out properly, under a system
of effective voting he would not be a member
of this Chamber.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. SIZER: If the hon. member for
Bowen, or any other hon. member only
represonts 5,000 electors, he should have no

those 5.000 electors
In m¥ opinion, there is only

mrore consideration than
are entitied to.
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one true system, and that is proportional
repregentation.

%Ir. COLLINS : You do not understand it.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member knows that
T understand it far better than he does. The
Secretary  for Railways advocated that
system when he was in opposition, but only
when he was in opposition, and not now when
he is in the Government.,

The SPEAKER: Order! T would ask the
hon. member to deal with the motion.

Mr. SIZER: The Secretary for Railways
was a very keen advocate of that system
when he was in opposition. I do not agree
with the general tone of the argument that
the cities have an undue preponderance over
the country electorates.

An Orppositiox MreuBer: Do you consider
that the cities should have fair representa-
tion?

Mr. SIZER: I think they should have fair
vepresertation, and I think they have got it
They have alrcady, under our Couvstitution,
twenty-six members as against forty-six
country members, yet I think that, roughly
speaking, the difference between the voting
for country electorates as compared with
town and city electorates was 86.000 as
against 140,000, I am prepared, and anxious,
to give to the Country party at least 25 to
33 per cent. additional represcrtation over
metropolitan interests, and with that I think
they should be well satisfied. The hon. mem-
ber for Nanango raised the point that the
Sceretary for Public Instruetion could not
2o to his clectorate on account of Parliament
the minority in office. Principles do not count
with the hon. member. They only count with
him when his party are in opposition.

The BPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SIZER: What particular advantage is
there in a Minister going to vour electorate?
Tiveryone knows that the officers of the depart-
ment and the member for the district repre-
scnt the ease to the Minister. I will say that
some of the Labour Ministers are not prepared
te recognise the position.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The ArrorxeY-GENERAL: Don’t you think
that is very unfair?

Mr. SIZER: They know the position as
well as anyone else. The mere fact of a
Minisler not going to an electorate does not
undermine the principles of one adult one
vote and one vote one value, and it cannot be
used as an argument that the system we are
enjoying to-day is unfair. In the electorate
1 reprezent there are 13,000 or 14,000 clectors.

An OrprositioN MewmBER: Is that the new
roll ?

Mr. SIZER: Not on the new roll. -I am
still representing something like 14;000 people.
The Premier to-day is representing less than
4,000 electors. There is the disparity. If
anyone has any reason to complain, it'is we
who represent the large electorates who should
complain; bhut we are not complaining at all.
My friend the hon. member for Bulimba
represents more electors than I do.

The SroreraRy FOor MINES: Yours is only a
pocket borough. .

Mry. SIZER : Probably it is. but we have te
consider whether it is.individuals or acres
which have to be represented. .

Mr. Sizer.]



512 Redistribution of Seats.

At 5.20 p.m.,

The Cuamrmax or CommITrEEs (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. SIZER: I am not prepared to admit
that it is a sound argument to say that acres
should dominate souls. I recognise in our
extraordinary position as a young Statbe,
which we are only developing now, that there
must bo some disparity, and we must depart
from the track and meet the situation as
we find it. We are prepared to admit that
we should give the country districts a greater
proportion of representation, probably from
25 per cent. to 33 per cent. greater than the
representation of the cities. All the same,
I want to lay it down quite clearly that,
although I am prepared to give that extra
representation to the country districts—and
I am sure the members of the party to which
I bolong are prepared to do likewise

Mr. MorGAN: You are generous.

Mr. SIZER: It is not a question of being
generous at all; it is only fair. Although one
belicves in the principle of one vote one value,
we, as members of th: metropolitan constituen-
cies, must admit that we are entitled to
greater representation than those in the
country. That is a solid democratic principle
of government. We are generous enough and
reasonable enough to recognise that in a young
State such as this there must be a difference
of representation in the electorates, and we
are prepared to give to the country 33 per
cent. more representation than we enjoy in
the metropolis.

Mr. MORGAN:
motion?

Mr. SIZER : We belicve in the principle.

Then you agree with the

Mr. MorGax: Your party do not agree
with it.
My, SIZER: The hon. member misinter-

prets our attitude. The motion provides for
a greater margin than we ave prepared to
lay down, but we are prepared to give a
representation of 25 per cent. to 30 per
cent. morc to the country districts.

Mr. MoreaN: The present Act allows 40
per cent,

Mr. SIZER : Then why complain at all?

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerTs: You would squeal
if it affected you.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is squealing
because he has been cut out.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerrs: That is why T am
in sympathy with the hon. member for
Drayton.

Mr. SIZER: T can quite recognise that.
We all know ‘that a redistribution of seats
brings about a certain amount of discomfort
to some hon. members. TIn all seriousness, I
am in sympathy with the motion, but mem-
bors of the Country party should not make
disparaging remarks about members repre-
senting metropolitan areas not being sympa-
thetic with their request, because I know
they are. I am one of those who believe
strongly in the demoeratic principles of one
adult one vote and one vote one value, with
proportional representation. However, we
are unable to carry that out now, and I am
prepared to give to the country a bigger
quota in ‘order that they may protect their
interests and get the just representation to
which they are entitled.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Piitsworth): I

sise to support the motion. Of course, hon.

[Mr. Sizer.
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members can quite understand that T am in
full sympathy with the hon. member for
Drayton. (Laughter.) We are both in the
same boat. We are labouring under tne
same hardship. At the same time, it shows
exactly what we have hbeen arguing about,
and that is, that the present Administration
1s prepared on every occasion to wipe out
further representation for the country dis-
tricts. We do not argue that the country is
deserving of any greater representation than
the. metropolitan  area upon an unsound
basis. We recognise the fact that in every
country we have the large populations along
the seaboard; but, under present conditions,
the country districts are being increased in
area to such an extent that it becomes almost
an impossibility for an individual member
to look after the interests of the electors in
the way they should be looked after. When
I came to Brisbane I appreciated tho fact
that there were some electorates here which
I could walk round in an hour. I could go
over some eloctorates in less than an hour.

Mr. Ryan: You ought to try mine.
electorate contains 98,000 square miles.

Mr. J. I1. C. ROBERTS: I do not say that
the hon. member for Cook would try to walk
around anyone’s eclectorate, but he must
acknowledge that there are electorates in
Brisbane that one could walk around in an
hour.

Hon. W. Forean SwirH:
electorate is one square mile.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I quite under-
stand that the hon. member for Cook has an
clectorate which takes him two or three
weeks to go round when he fecels inclined to
go up there. I understand that it takes him
somewhere in the vicinity of three weeks to
get from one side of the electorate to the
other. The fact remains that we should have
greater representation in the country eclee-
torates. I admit that there is soundness in
the argument of the hon. member for
Nundah—that we should have one adult one
vote, and one vote one value.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH:
arguments.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: While there is
soundness in the argument in favour of one
vote one value, still we have not got the
same facilities In the country districts that
they have in the metropolitan area, and it
is therefore impossible to carry out that prin-
ciple in the country. The hon. member for
Drayton spoke correctly when he asked for a
greater margin for the country. There is
no doubt that we have a big margin for the
country districts, but the electorates have
been deliberately gerrymandered, otherwise
we would have had a redistribution that
would have been equitable and fair to the
whole community. I understand that the idca
in connection with the redistribution of seats
is to give community of interests the chief
consideration. In my own case, the Commis-
sioners eliminated my electorate ultogether,
and I often feel that I am here under more
or less false pretences. (Laughter.) But we
have to put up with that. Under the new
redistribution they have put Millmerran into
the Dalby electorate. Ever since Queensland
has been Queensland and Millmerran has
been Millmerran, Millmerran and Pittsworth
have had their interests associated with each
other. There has always been a common
feeling between the pecople living in those
two places. Yet they put Millmerran into

My

The Kurilpa

He used two
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the Dalby electorate. We now have a man
m Dalby who is asked to look after the
mterests of Millmerran, a portion of the elee-
torate that he is out of fouch with cvery
day 1n the year. Now his electorate 1s
brought down to within 6 miles of the town-
ship of Pittsworth. It is a ridiculous state
of affairs, and I say that it is not in the
interests of the country residents that their
community of intere:ts should be ignored in
that way. Community of interest in a
country electomte is all important—every

man in this House will acknow-
[6.80 p.m.]ledge that fact—whilst on the

other hand there is no getting
away from the fact that in the metropolitan
area community of interests iz always pre-
sent. The chief factor in the redistribution
should have been community of interest, and
the question of railway communication should
have come aftcrwards. In the next Parlia-
ment the hon. member for Dalby will repre-
sent the Millmerran people, yet their railway
communication ix through Pittsworth and on
to Toowoombs. There i1s no community of
interest whatever with Dalby. When we
remember the difficulties which the country
people have to face, and their troubles—
because they are real troubles. although
some hon. members do not think that country
people have to face troubles—in my humble
opinion it seems to be unreasonable that com-
munity of intercst should have been ignored,
and that the country people should not have

had a chance of getting togethsr and so
placing their views before their member,
and, through him, before the Ministers

administering the departments as to afford
them the o,)poxtum‘m of geiting many of the
requiremonts for which tho ask.

Hon. W. Forceax SyitH: Do you mcan to
say that country membors suffer any disad-
vantages ?

Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
to say that 1 suffer any
because, so far as I know,
treatment; but my

I am not going

disadvantage,
I geot reasonabls
conetituents suffer dis-
advantages.  Suppose that a deputation is
to be introduced by the hon. member for
Nundzh to the Secretary for Public Works.
It probably costs each member of ’cho depu-
tation 6d. or Is.

Mr. Fry: They may walk in.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Probably they
may, because they may not consider it worth
dd. to see the Minister. (Laughter.) But,
when I bring down a deputation, those
people from the country districts have to
pay their train fares.

Mr. Ferricks: Is it not worth their while
to pay that money to sec the Minister?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:

It certainly
would not be if the hon.

member were
Minister.
Hon. W. Forean Swyira: They come to
see the Kxhibition.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is not a ques-
tion of the Kxhibition. Tt is a question of
fair treatment—of country interests aga.nat
metropolitan interests—and I am going to
stand for country interests on every possible
ocecasion, because I believe that at the pre-
sent time they are of paramount importance
to the prosperity of Queensland. When we
consider that four country electorates have
been wiped out and country members will
have very much larger areas to look after,
and that community of interests has been
ignored in many instances, we must realise

1922—2 k
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that the work of country members is going
to be infinitely more difficult than if has
been. We ask that a definite quota shall be
laid down. Had the Redistribution Com-
mission availed themselves of the Act as
they might have done, then we possibly
would have seen a fairer distribution than
has been given to us. I find that many of
the country electorates have more eldctors
than constitucncies in the bigger centres of
population. We find several electorates in
which there is a very small margin in favour
of metropolitan constituencies over country
constituencies, and that Toowoomba and
ast Toowoomba are taking in a certain
area of the country districts, and have been
so arranged that the line of demarcation
that any man could see should be the boun-

dary has been deliberately crossed over and
a certain area transferred from one elec-
torate into the other for the purpose of

trying to retain the seat for the Labour man
at present representing Toowoomba.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYRS
(Hen. J. Liarcombe, Keppel): I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for

Pittsworth in order in reflecting upon the
Commissioners? 1 think it is contrary to
the Standing Orders. It certainly is <on-
trary to gocd taste. It is a cowardly thmv
to do, because they are not here to defend
themselves. (()ppo~ition interruption.) My
point of order is that the hon. moember is
1cﬁef‘t1ng on the Government and on the
Commissioners, who are not here to defend
themselves,  His reflections are incorrect and
untrue, and le should be compelled to with-
draw them or desist from this cowardly
attack. (Opposition laughter.) 1 want w0
say that this cowardly line of attack has
been pursued all the afternoon by hon.
members opposite, and it is about time it
wos stopped.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not
uniderstand the hon. member for Pittsworth
to be accusing the Government.

Mr, J. H. C. Roserrs: I was accusing the
Commisston.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
You have no right to do it.

AMr. J. H. C. Reserts: I will say it again.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the
hoi. member will recognise that the accepted
usage of Parliament fOlbldS reflections upon
a pubhc officer who is not here to defend
himself.

Mr. Vowies: Judges have been attacked

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I heard a pre-
vious Commission criticised from the front
bench on the Government side during the
life of this Parliament. I am not in any
shape or form criticising the (Government.
I am criticising the Act which gave them
power to act in a reasonable way, and which
allowed them a margin, and I say thoy
deliberately wiped out “that margin and
gerrymandered country electorates.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): X
rise to a point of order. I claim that it is
out of order to impute improper motives to
men_exercising the duties of a Royal Com-
mission.

Mr. Corsgr: Members of Parliament
have the right to criticise Royal Commus-
sions,

Mr. J. H. C. RoBzers : Why does not the
Minister state his point of order? He
surely does not need to make an explana-
tion ?

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the
hon. member will address his remarks to

the resolution without imputing improper
motives. 1 have pointed out to the hon.
member that he would be perfectly justified
in criticising any Commission; but to impute
highly improper motives would be hardly
fair discussion.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: From what I
saw personally, I think I was perfectly justi-
fied in imputing unjust motives to the Com-
mission. Furthermore, hon. members oppo-
site were in close communication with the
Commission; they actually dined with some
members of the Commission. Whether the
Commission were guided by fair motives_ or
not, it is a most extraordinary thing that
they wiped out four country constituencies
and gave to the metropolitan areas further
seats in the next Parliament. Surely country
members have a right to complain, 1 am
not complaining because I was cut out; I
will take it like a sportsman, and probably
in a better spirit than it would have been
taken by the hon. member for Cook. We
feel that it is time that it should be laid
down definitely in the statutes what margin
shall exist between the number of clectors in
country constituencies and in metropolitan.
Tt is quite possible under the Act for the
Commission to have given us a far greater
margin than they did.

The ArrToryey-GenNErsL: They gave you a
much better deal than ever you had before.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They did noth-
ing of the sort. They wiped out four seats;
and the extraovdinary thing is that they were
four seats which were represented by mem-
bers of the Country party. I know very well
there are not very many genuine country
seats represented by Government members;
but why should the matter have been dealt
with in such a way as to wipe out four
seats that are represented by Country party
members, two of which scats were wrested
from the Labour party at the last clection by
the hon. member for Kennedy and the hon.
member for Musgrave.

Mr. Coruixs: Why did the Denham Go-
vernment, in 1911, wipe out country seats?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I believe that
many country electors thought that the Act
would be administered by the Government
in such a way as to enable the Commission
to give full 'scope to the meaning of the
Act. There is no doubt that the people
who introduced and put that measure
through recognised that it was essential for
country constltucncies to have a lesser number
of electors than a metropolitan area. The
Commission, as far as I can sece, never con-
sidered the intention of the Act.” They said,
“We have certain powers under this Act,
and we can do certain things.” They did
those things. If we bad been given reason-
able and fair treatment, the distribution
would have started from the South, not from
the North, of Queensland. The Commission
stavted 1 the North and worked down; and
even now the number of electors in the
electorates of the Premier and the Home
Secretary is nothing in comparison with
those in some country seats on the Downs
and on the North Coast.

Mr. Brincock : How many members should
the North get?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Nobody is find-
ing fault with the number of members the
Worth has or is going to have. All we say
is that wes in the country districts are

[Mr. J. H. C. Eoberts.
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entitled to representation greater than we
have under the redistribution. We want to
have it laid down hard and fast what the
quota shall be, and, as far as possible, we:
are going to imsist upon it. I hope that,
when our friends opposite leave the Govern-
ment benches, one of the first Bills to be
brought into this Chamber will be one to
make a fresh redistribution in order to give:
the country districts the fair representation
they ought to have.

Mr. CoruiNs: Like they have in Victoria,
I suppose?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I listened with
a certain amount of surprise to the hon,
member for Nundah when he said he did:
not see exactly what good a Minister did
when he visited country electorates. I would
be only too pleased to take the Ministers, one
after the other, into my electorate and show
them through. When they come into my
clectorate I do not recognise them as Labour,
Liberal, Country party, or anything else. It
is the duty of a member to provide a
Minister with every facility to sec his con-
stituency, to meet his people, and to get all
he possibly can out of him. Nobody blames
us for that. If wc had 5,500 people to look

‘after instead of 7,000 or 8,000, and had a

community of interest, a Ministerial wvisit
would be of far greater benefit to the
country than it is under present conditions.
Take the electorate in which the township.
of +Pittsworth is situated. There is nothing
in common between DPittsworth, Clifton, and
Allora; vet those three towns are in the one
electorate. Previously, there was a com-
munity of interest; to-day, all those interests
have been wiped out, and a country member
is being given such areas to look after that
it will be practically impoessible for him to do
his duty as it should be done. ¢

Mr. BuLcock: You do not know what a
big constituency is to look after.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If T looked as
miserable as the hon. member—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! Under
the Standing Ovders and under the pro-
cedure laid down in “ May,” references of
that kind are disorderly., I ask the hon.
member, when addressing hon. members in
fﬁture, not to make personal reflections on
them.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am sorry. Of
course, I do not pretend for one moment to
know what a large electorate is. I am deal-
ing with the question of country constitu-
cncies as I find them. I am going to give
this proposal all the support I can.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) (who was received with
Opposition cries of, “ You are going to talk
it out”) said: I am going to exercise my
right to reply to the very few things which
have been said in support of this motion.
In the first place, if the motion had been
carefully considered by the hon. member
who moved it, I do not think, on reflection,
he would have moved it.

At 5.50 p.m.,
The Spesker resumed the chair.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon.
member proposes in his motion to insert in
the Electoral Districts Act the words—

“ Provided that notwithstanding any-
thing contained in this section or in the
last preceding section, electoral districts
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which are wholly comprised within the
boundaries of cities or towns shall have
not less than 40 per cent. more elestors
than those of electoral districts which
are wholly beyond such boundaries and
electoral districts which comprise land
partly within and partly without such
boundaries.”

There are no electoral districts in Queens-
land wholly beyond the boundaries of a city
or a town.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX :
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They con-

tain a ecity or part of a city, a town or
part of a town. The motion of the hon.
member is wholly meaningless in that respect.

Mr. BressixeTon: It is not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There are
electorates comprised within, but no elec-
torates wholly without, such  boundaries.
Obviously the hon. gentleman has not con-
sidered the mattar. He further says in his
motion—

“ Wlectoral districts which comprise
land partly within and partly without
such boundaries shall have not less than
25 per cent., more electors than these of
electoral districts Vshlch are wholly beyond
such boundaries.”

Yes, there are.

That would mean that an electorate partly
comprised of a city or town would have not
less than 25 per cent. more electors than an
clectorate which comprised several fowns.
Apparcntly, what the hon. gentleman in-
tended was that all of the electorates out-
side the metropolitan area would have the
same number of votes

My, BesBINGgTON: No.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In such a

case the hon. member for Gregory would
have as great a number of olectors as the
hon. mewber for Drayton. The hon. mem-
ber for Gregory represeuts a larger area than
is represented by the whole of the Country
party and National party put together.

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
that.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give
the figures. The whole of the Nationalist

TYou are to blame for
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party in Queensland represent 1,042 square
miles, and the whole of the Country party
in Quoomland represent 102,751 square miles,
or a total for both parties of 103,793 square
miles, whereas the area of the electorate
represented by the hon. member for Gregory
is 106,360 square miles.

Mr. BrBRINGTON : More shame on you for
doing it!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the hon.
member for Drayton had his way, the position
would become more acute; and, if we were
to have a reduction of membels as was pro-
posed by certain hon, members oppomte the
question would be made still more acute.

Mr., Epwarps: Will you admit that hon.
members on this side of the House repre-
sent 24,000 more clectors than the Govern-
meut?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will
admit nothing of the kind. I can prove
that the Government represent a majority
of the eleciors; but I have not sufficient
time to do that now. A great deal has been
said about the redistribution of seats by the:
Comuinissioners.

Mr. Comser: Your figures are wrong.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The recent
Comisission gave a fairer and squarer deal
to the country clectorates than did the one
appointed by the hon. member for Albert in
1911,

Hon. J. G. Apprern: The last onc gerry-
mandered. but the other did not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is abso-
lutely untrue that the Commission appointed
by this Government gerrymandered. (Opposi-
tion laughter.)

OproSITION MEIMBERS :
‘The ATTORNEW-GENERAL: The fol-

lowing statement shows the enrolment for
the several divisions of the State, together
with the number of seats and the average
cnrolment per weat in each such division as
given at the redistribution of electorates in
1911 and 1921 respectively, and also the per-
centage increases on metropolitan clectorates.
allowed by the two Commissions :—

You know they did.

REDISTRIBUTION—1921,

e e |

7 S ¥4 5

s + = c=E &

Distriet. - 3 = S =
: “ Z LEE S g
= Tl o=, & £3 2 5 ==
@ S © B S 3 S = £
= 5] Y Pt} = [+ o
= 2 = A D = ’ ]

4 E] o] g B o

5 | F | 2% |Ee2| Z 2 | EE5

= B <t |~ = e @7

‘ i

Northern District . 16 3,608 | 127 78.815 16 1237
Central District . 9 3,830 122 46.951 9 19-2
Wide Bay and Bus ‘nett Distriet 9 2768 81 s | 86
Darling Downs and South-western Dis riet . 13 3,799 81 n I 107
Ipswich and West Moreton District . 8 3,960 42 8 ‘ 51

Brisb me and Subwibs 17 14136 | . 20

72 E 414,722 | 72

Quota.—1911—3.763.

Quotn, —1921--5.760,
Max—69 2,
Min.—4,608,

Hon. J. Mullan.]

Max.—4,515.
Min,~- 3,011,



B16  Fruit Cases Acts, Ete., Bill.

We did much better for the country interests
than did the Commission appointad by the
hon. member for Albert.

~Mr. Fry: Your commission did more for
the benefit of the Government.

Mr. BeeBiveron: You say “we.” That
means that you did it. (Loud laughter.)
Mr. MorGax: The figures are wrong.

admit that again,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I
tee that the figures are right.

Mr. BeBINGTOXN : Why don’t you sit down
and let us take a vote?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I ask hon.
members in their spare time to test the
accuracy of my ligures. They will be able
t0 see them in ¢ Hansard.”

Mr. CorzErR: I heg to move—

_“ That the question be now
(Loud laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give
the hon. member a chance of taking a vote
directly.

Mr. Corsgr: Sit down!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
tion has not been sufficiently
(Opposition laughter.)

My, BesBixaTON: You arc cowards.

You

guaran-

put.”

: Tho ques-
discussed yet.

The ATTORNILY-GENERAL: If houn.
members on this side of the House had had
their way in 1811, when the Electorsl Dis-
tricts Bill was going through, we would have
incr o the margin from one-fifth to one-
third.

Mr. BepBrxeroN: Mr. Speaker, I beg o
move—

“ That the question be now put.”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give
hon. members opposite a chance of voting
on the motion.

Hon. W. II. BARNES (Bulimla):
tain statements have been made, and I claim
the right to speak. The debat» has got down
to a level which does not reflect upon the
House itself. The big basic principie, after
all, is what is best in the interests of this
great State.

At T p.m., the House, in accordance with
Sessional Order, proceeded with Government
business.

Cer-

FRUIT CASES ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
INITIATION.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The STCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Fachgm): I beg to
move—

‘““That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Fruit Cases Acts,
1912-1916, in a certain particular.”

Mr. MoreaN: Give us some information,
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

I do not know that it is necessary to give any
information at this juncture.

Mr. VowrLEes : Tell us what it is all about.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

In response to a request from the fruitgrowers,
it is proposed to amend the Fruit Cases Acts
by giving powsr to make regulations for the
packing, grading, and standardisation of

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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fruit. It is a Bill which has really been
asked for by the fruitgrowers themselves, and
the object of providing a standard by regula-
tions is obvious; because, if we were to lay
down a standard in the Act and it was found
unworkable, it could not be altered except
by act of Parliament. It is thought desir-
able, in order to mecet the wishes of the
fruitgrowers, to take power by regulation to
set up standards for various fruits.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It seems to
me that the Minister has not given much
information. I know there have been several
requests made for reform in connection with
fruit cases and also in the matter of packing;
but, so far as I can see, the Bill srems to be
Wvonrrlv named. If it is dealing with the
standardisation of fruit, this is not a suitable
name at all.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
the simplest way of doing it.

Mr. WARREN: I know there is room for
improvement in connection with the transport
of fruit.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): I would like
to know from the Minister whether the
provisional Council of Agriculture brought
this matter up.

The SECRETARY

This is

TOR AGRICULTURE: The
suggestion first came from the Southern
Queensland Fruit Growers’ Association, and
thc*u when the provisional Council of Agrl-
culture was brought into existence, it was
brought before ‘rhcm, and they approved of it.

AMr. COSTELLO: If the people who are
irterested in the fruitgrowing industry have
recommended this to the Minister, it is quite
right.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CumarryuaN reperted that the Commibtee
had come to a vesolation.

The rezclution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) presented the
Bill, and moved-—

“Thet the Bill be now read a frst
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION BILL.
SecoNxD READING.
The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
In moving the second reading of this Bill.
I may say that it is the outcome of the very
marked success during the last five and a-half
years of rural schools. From that date up
to the present time we have established
four rural schools, and eighteen vocationa!
schools in connection with those rural
schools, and the number of young people we
have cnrolled in those rural and vocational
schools is over 1,000. We have teachers in
those schools who have given the best educa-
tion to those who have passed through the
schools during the last five and a-half years.
I feel satisfied that hon. members opposite
—cspecially members of the Country party
—will welcome a measure of this class,
because it is simply putting, as it were, the
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coping store upon rural education, and
giving the children in the country something
which will be of distinet advantage to them.

Mr. Morcax: Can you give us the figures
to show the number who have gone on the
land from these schools?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: I cannot answer that ques-
tion, but I am satisfied that all these hon.
members who have rural schools in their
districts have very much appreciated the
good work done for the children who attend
them. At the present time we have over
thirty applications for the cetablishment of
rural schools. These rural schools will vie-
tually supply means of secondary education
for students who cannot very well attend the
high schools or technical schools. In rural
schools the age is limited, and also the
curriculum. The age up to which the chil-
dren may attend school is fourteen years,
and those who attain the fifth standard may
take part in the rural school work. Of
course, we extend to the children who have
passed out of the school, and who are over
the age of seventeen years, the advantage of
technical training. This Bill goes beyond the
ordinary school fifth standard, and includes
something besides it; that is, a boy may
elect to take the secondary education in an
agricultural school, absolutely distinet from
that of a rural school. The education to
be provided will be absolutely free, as in
the high schools and technical colleges.

Provision is made in the Bill that the
Governor in Council may at any time, on
the recommendation of the hoard, establish
agricultural schools or agricultural classes,
and provision is made for carrying on part-
time agricultural schools or evening classes.
It is proposed to have a board consisting of
seven members, of whom two members are
to be appointed by the Senate of the
University of Queensland, two members by
the Council of Agriculture, and three by the
Government. On account of this being a
very important subject, the Government have
the right to select three of the members.
The board will becomne a corporation. It will
be absolutely distinet from the present system
of rural school training, The present rural
schools will remain under the Departinent of
Public Instruction. The work in our rural
schiools is being well conducted at the present
time, and will be coutinued. Drovision is
made to enable a pupil wishing to enter upon
agricultural pursuits to obtain a degree of
agriculture 1in the University. Necessary
provision is also made for having agricul-
tural classes in the high schools and technical
colleges, and the Government are prepared,
on the recommendation of the board, to grant
a subsidy of two-thirds of the capital cost of
providing an agricultural section in connec-
tion with any of the grammar schools. There
is little nced for me to say any more in
favour of the Bill. I am not anticipating
much troukle from members so far as the
passage of the Bill is concerned, because it
has been long recognised that the people of
the country should get a far greater share
out of the general revenue than they have
had in the past, (Hear, hear!) If the Bill
goes through, I am sure it will be received
with as much favour as our present rural
schools. Hon. members will recognise that
we have nothing to hide in this measure,
an(ii everyone can see what it is intended
to do.

Mr. GreeN: Why do you bring the local
authorities into it?

[27 JuLy.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : It is provided in the Bill that
a single local authority, or two or more
local authorities combined, may, if they wish,
establish a rural school in their area. We
lknow that in the past many pcople in the
country have asked for the establishment of
rural schools, and we have established them,
the whole cost being borne by the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. We have always
considered that it is only right that the
children in the country should have the
same educational advantages as the children
in the town. Provision is made in the Bill
for local authorities to contribute towards
the cost of a rural school, under certain
conditions. I may say that just recently the
National Association have taken an interest
in the question of rural school work, and as.
a result of the visit of moembers of the
council and the secretary of the association
to Childers, where they saw the work the
rural school was doing, they applied to the
Department of Public Instruction for per-
mission to have the same exhibii on view at
the coming National Association show. The
National Association will pay the whole of
the cost for bringing that exhibit to Bris-
bane. They own frankly that thev did not
know of the good work that was being
carried on in the rural schools.

Mr. WaRREN: The Nambour Rural School
had an exhibit at the Brisbane National
Association show two years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION : It is only by having exhibits
from the rural schools at the National
Association show in Brisbane that the people
in the towns can be shown the good work
they are doing. I understand that Mr. A. E.
McCahon, head teacher of the Boonah Rural

School, is also bringing an exhibit to
Brisbane,
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Is it proposed to pay

the members of the board?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : There is provision for pay-
ment in the Bill. It is intended to devote-
some of the time of the schools to the agri-
cultural classes in the same way as the
domestic science and other subjects are
taught in our technical colleges at the present
time.

Mr, J. H. C. RoBErTS : Do you propose to
establish any schools in the larger towns
and metropolitan areas?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: As a matter of fact, no rural
schools are established in them.

Mr. J. H. C. RoperTs : [t is a very import-
ant matter that agricultural education should
take place in Brisbane as well as elsewhere.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I think that the people of
Brisbane will acquire a desire for an agri-
cultural education when they see those
exhibits in the National Association show.
I have very much pleasure in moving—

“ That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) The Minister has
given us an explanation in some detail of
this Bill, which is entitled “A Bill to make
better provision for agricultural education.”
He has told us that, as a result of the great
success of our rural schools, there is such
a demand for the establishment of similar
institutions that the Government have found

Mr. Vowles.]
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it necessary—the provisional Council of Agri-
culture take a hand in the matter, too—to
bring in a Bill to empower them to create
agricultural schools throughout the country
on certain conditions. It is a funny thing
that there should now be all this waking up
on the part of the Government to the wants
of the people in the country. Let the
Treasurer ask himself, * Where is the money
-coming from?”’
The PREMIER: Are you against it?

Mr. VOWLES: I am not, It seems to
me that this is one little additional case of
window-dressing upon the part of the Govern-
ment.

The SecrrTaARY FOr PusLic Lanps: This is
the outcome of the success of the rural
schools.

Mr. VOWLES: We have been told that
twice. The Premier has told us that it is
necessary to bring about economy in the
administration of the State by reducing the
wages of the public service by 5 per cent.;
that is, he has to economise to the extent of
:8300,900 or £350,000, and then he expects
to finish up with a deficit of about how much
—half a million?

The PrEMIER: He will let you know in
due course.

Mr. VOWLES: Those are the figures we
have to work on. We know—more particu-
larly representatives from the country—that
urgent works are necessary in our primary
schools and provisional schools, and in many
other directions, for the education of our
children. We constantly get replies from the
Department of Public “Instruction that this
or that work will be undertaken when funds
are available. The department will tell you
that they regret that there is not sufficient
money to go round the various departments,
and the Department of Public Instruction
has to suffer.

The Premizr: Did you say that you hadl

fifty-two schools in your electorate?

Mr. VOWLES: Seventy-two. It shows
what an important place it is; and I can
sbow requests for improvements such as put-
ting a fence round a school yard to secure
the horses of the childern who come 6 or 8
miles to school, and, in addition to those
requests, offers by parents to provide the
labour and erect the fencing if the Govern-
ment will supply the material—a matter of a
couple of pounds, or five pounds, or ten
pounds, as the case may be.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Send those cascs along, and they will soon
be attended to, (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. VOVVLES: I have sent them along
until T am tired and the people in the
country are tired. We 'have all this sort
of thing going on practicaily daily, yet we
are_told that the Government are in such a
?}?.smon that they can launch a scheme like
this,

The PREMIER: Are you in favour of it or
against 1t?

Mr. VOWLES: We get that every day.

The PRE}_HER: It is a pertinent question,
and you will have to answer it.

Mr.. VOWLES: What?
Premier’s questions?

The Prmvier: Or get the reputation of
straddling the rail.

[Mr. Vowles.
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Mr. VOWLES: That is exactly what the
Premier is doing, and the Minister is
straddling the raill too. Within the next
twenty-four hours the Premier will have to
meet a deputation from the Trades Hall on
the question of reduction of public servants’
salaries. The hon. gentleman will have them
pulling his leg from either side.

The PramiEr: They cannot say I straddle
the rail.

My, VOWLES: The hon. gentleman will
probably wulk the plank within the next
twenty-four hours; he will be put in his
place, one way or the other. The hon. gen-
tleman wants to know whether I am against
the Bill or for it. I am in favour of any-
thing which is for the interest of the people
in the country. But what I want to know is:
Are we going to approve of something which
is going to be put on the statute-book merely
for the purposes of an election; or is there
any business in it? If there is business in it,
surely the Minister should t»1l us what the
approximate expenditure per annum is going
to be. We are going to start another branch
of the public service. As I have said in con-
nection with other Bills, we are going to
create a host of public servants. These men
will have to be paid big allowances for being
absent from home. I understand they get
something like 18s. a night when absent. The
allowances will equal the salaries. All I
ask iz that the Minister should tell us what it
is proposed to cost, and where the money is
coming from. Does it mean that, in order
to give facilities to ome section of The com-
munity, the Government will have to impese
on another section further taxation or carry
on with an increased deficit; because wnis
cost 1s going to come out of the consolidated
revenue ?

The Premier: If there is to be a deficit,
vou are against it?

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. gentleman is try-
ing to trap me. Anyone can sce there is
an clection in view by that class of question.
They would have on placards. ‘“ The hon.
member for Dalby said so and so.” 1 am
not against it; I favour anything for the
benefit of the people in the country. We are
told that children over th: age of fourteen
years, up to the fifth-class standard, will
have the benefit of this education and get
certain diplomas. Where are those diplomas
coming from? There is a very big distinction
betwesn a diploma and a certificate. This
is to be In no way identified with the
University,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Yes, it is.

Mr. VOWLES: In what way?

Tha SECRETARY ¥OR FUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Because we shall have two representatives
from the University.

Mr. VOWLES: What right have they to
give diplomas? Have you a Chair of Agri-
culture at the University ?

The PREMIER : What are you talking about?

Mr. VOWLES: Agriculture is not known
in the University. There is to be a board
consisting of seven members—three fo be
appointed by the Governor in Council, two
to be appointed by the Senate of the Uni-
versity of Queensland—where agriculture is
unknown—and the other two are to be
appointed ¢ by the Council of Agriculture or
such other similar body as the Governor in
Council may determine.” I do not know what
“gsimilar body’ means; that is one of the
things I object to in this Bill. We have
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-established quite recently a Council of Agri-
walture, and we know what that is. A
similar body,” we may be told, is the Tradoes
Hall. If the Council of Agriculture has any
busines« in it, there is no necessity for the
inclusion of those words ** or such other
similar body.”

Mr. CorLiNs: You seem to be awfully
alarmed about the Trades Hall, {(Loud
‘Opposition laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill goes on to tell us
'that one of the Government nominees shall
e the chairman of the board. Why the board
should not be privileged to appoint its own
chairman T am at a loss to know. There
seems to be political influence in this. Why
should the Governor in Couneil say who is
to be chairman? It is not possible for pro-
bably the most practical man—the man from
the University,” who understands education
in all its phases—to get into the chair, because
the Minister in charge of the Bill: or the
{Governor in Council, shall declare from time
to time who is to be the chairman. The tenure
of office is to b= for three years. Provision
18 also made for filling vacancies and for
-collecting fees.

The PREMIER : Tt is a governmental system
of education. )

Mr. VOWLES: So much so that the Go-

vernor in Couneil can destroy the board, and

create one individual in whom to vest the
whole of the powers of that board.

The PrEMIER: That is a fatuous argument,

Mr. VOWLES: Tt is not. If it is com-
petent to appoint a person to be the Superin-
sendent of Agricultural Education later on
vghy not do it now and be done with it? Tha
Governor in Council has power to destroy
the board, yet we are told it is to be a cor-
poration, which it is not.

It'l.‘he SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

; 18,

Mr. VOWLES: I cannot see it in the Bill.

Thq SECRET.ARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUUTION :
It is in the Bill

Mr. VOWLES: A corporation can only
mean one thing. The board will-— .
““ co-operate with local authoritics in the
establishment of agricultaral schools and
classes and, generally, in the promoting

of agricultural education.”’ °

The hoard also is to have power to make ro.
ports and issue bulletins. I sincerely trust that
during the Committee stage we shall be able
to nsert the words “ non-political bulletins.”
It seems to me that every Government
department to-day is being used for Govern.
ment propaganda purposes, and one has only
to look at the “ Agricultural Journal” to
find that it is rapidly developing into an
advertisement  for  “Theodore and (.’
{Opposition laughter.)
Mr. Dasu: A pretty good firm.

My. VOWLES: The Bill provides that an
application
“ for the establishment of an agricultural
school or classes may be made by any
local authority or more local authorities
having jurisdiction within such localities,
or by any socicty, association, or body of
persons,”’ )
and they shall be called upon to give proof
of their boni fides by ﬁn-dir?g one-tﬁird éf the
estimated cost of establishing and equipping
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those schools or classes. The Governor in
Council then have power, if they so decide
on the advice of the board. to find the
remaining two-thirds of the cost. The money

is to be ecxpended on schools, part-time
schools, evening agricuitural classes. and for

hostels for the pupils. That is one of the
things that I have advocated for the country,
more particularly in connection with high
schools. We find in a good many places in
the country children come 25 and 30 miles
by train and otherwise to the high schools,
and there is no place at which they can stop
if they have to remain in town overnight.
The local authorities are to come into this
matter in quite a big wav. They have no
funds for a general purpose other than what
is levied specially, and 1t would be necessary
for them to find the money in connection
with this scheme by striking a special rate
for that purpose. Clause 12 of the Bill says—
““ A local authority may from time to
time raise avy moneys required hv it
for the purposes of agricuitural cduca-
tion under this Act by means of a special
rate, which rate may, if deemcd neces-
sary, be a separate rate.”

Clause 9 provides for the establishment of
agricultural schools. Power is given to the
local authoritics to do certain things under
that clause, and they are entitled afterwards
to find money for agricultural educat’on, and
thev can levy a rate, after comnlying with
the provisions of the T.ocal Authoritics Act
for the taking of a poll. They will provide
one-third of the initial cost, and. after thag,
apparently the money is to be found by the
Government for the cost of education.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCITON:
VYes.

Mr. VOWLES : If that is so, I would like
the hon. gentleman to explain to me why it
is necessary to provide that a local authority
may from time to time raise any money
required by it for the purposes of agricul-

tural cducation. In one place

[7.30 p.m.] the Bill refers to the establish-

moent of schools, which means the
crection of buildings and the equipment of
the schools, and then, later on, it says * for
the purposes of agricultural education,”
which might mean finding the fees necessary
to carry on. There s one thing I wish to
draw attention to before the Bill gets into
Committee, On line 30, page 3, we find the
word “Council.” I am at a loss to know
what that word means. Should it not be
“ Board.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It should
be * Board.”

Mr. VOWLES: So far as the principle is
concerned, I approve of it. We should give
all the cducational facilities we ‘possibly
can, (Government laughter.) A man in his
ordinary everyday life may have the desire
to do certain things on principle, but he has
not the cash to do them. The Government
are in the position of an ordinary business
concern, and they desire to do all sorts of
things which are highly desirable; but we
know they have not got the cash to do them,
and we want to know where the money is
coming from bhefore we commit the State to
any additional expenditure. We naturally
want to know what the scheme is going to
cost, and if there is any business in it. We
are told a good deal about rural schools.
We are told that they have been a huge
success. Would it not have been a reasonable

Mr. Vowles.]
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thing for the Minister to have given us the
history of the rural schools, and traced the
history of the pupils who have been through
the schools?

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Don’t be absurd!

Mr. VOWLES: If you are going to boost
up your educational system, we naturally
look for the rvesults. We know the facilities
are there, and we would like to know what
pupils attended the schools, how they suc-
ceeded, and what eventually became of
them. We would also like to know what it
is proposed to do with the experimental
stations we already have. What is going
to_happen to Gatton College, and what is
going to happen to the experiment station
at Roma? Are these institutions to degener-
ate into rural schools? Are they going to
be scrapped and the staffs dispensed with,
or are they going to be brought under this
scheme ?

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It will be the duty of the Beard to attend
to those matters.

- Mr. VOWLES: Has the Gatton College
justified itself to such an extent that it is
desirable we should incur more expense
vearly?  Because Gatton College, to my
knowledge, has never shown a credit balance
for many years,

Mr. Burcock: Do you want it to do so?

Mr. VOWLES: Gatton College should
show better than it is doing at present.

Mr. Kmwan: It produced the hon. mem-
ber for Burnett; so what are you complain-
ing about?

Mr. VOWLES: That is one good thing it
has done. It has also produced some very
good teachers—among them the hon. mem-
ber for Stanley. But we understand that
Gatton College is going to be scrapped, so
it must have degenerated since those Cays.
Outside the principle, the Bill is purely a
matter for Committee, and there is very
little further that I can say on it. I will
give it my support; but I sincerely trust
that, when we get into Committee, the
Minister will be able to give us informacion
and figures, and enlighten the Committec on
the matters to which I have referred.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): During
the debate this afternoon hon. members
opposite criticised the Government because,
as they stated, they had neglected the in-
terests of the country in connection with
the redistribution of seats. During the
debate which took place on the Primary
Producers’ Organisation Bill hon. members
opposite continually reiterated the statement
that the Government had never done any-
thing for the country; and now, when the
Government propose to introduce a Bill to
provide agricultural education—it was very
difficult to find out, from what the leader of
the Opposition said, whether he supports or
opposes the Bill--when the Government intro-
duce such a Bill as this they criticise and
charge the Government with chasing the
farmers for their votes. Hon. gentlemen
opposite argue to suit their own book; thes
cannot condemn the Government for not
doing a thing and then later on condemn
them for doing it. I am going to support
the Bill. because I have always considered
that the greater the opportunities presented
to the rising generation, the better it will be

[Mr. Vowles.
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for the interests of the rising generation
themselves, and also of the country as a
whole; and particularly does that apply in
regard to the young people brought up in
the country. Having been recared in that
atmosphere myself, and having gone to school
under difficulties, I fecl to the full any dis-
abilities or hardships which are placed on
boys and girls in the country; and, for the
life of me, I cannot understand why mem-
bers of the Country party as one man should
not welcome the introduction of this Bill,
which aims at the dissemination of greuter
knowledge amongst the boys and girls of
the country. It virtually means taking the
school to them rather than taking them to
Gatton College or the University, or any of
the sccondary schools. The object of the
Bill is to placce educational facilities as con-
veniently as possible before those who most
require cducation; and for that reason I
was nonplussed when I heard the contra-
dictory statements of the leader of the Oppo-
sition. I am pleased to see that the Govern-
ment are going on with this proposal. I
think it will be a success, and, even if it
does cost a little money, it will be money
well spent. I realise fully the excellent work
that this (rovernment have done in regard to
educational facilities while they have been in
power. Only this afternoon I looked up the
details which were given to the hon. member
for Rockhampton last session in answer to
a question regarding the amount of money
spent on education by the Liberal Govern-
ment during the six yecars ended 30th June,
1915, and the amount spent by the Labour
Government for the six years ended &0th
June, 1921. The comparison was wholly in
favour of the educational administration of
this Government. Not only was it in favour
of their administration, but also in regard
to the erection of new buildings and the
placing of cducational facilities throughout
the State. The increased expenditure by the
Labour Government in six years over the
total amount spent by the Liberal Govern-
ment in a similar period was £2,334,022.
The leader of the Opposition complained that
this Bill was going to result in increased
expenditure. That 1s the last item to which
exception should be taken. During those
six years great strides in progress have been
made by this Government, and that excellent
vecord 1s being continued; and I am whole-
heartedly in favour of the policy of the
Government in placing these educational
facilities before the people of the country.
When the Minister was speaking, the hon.
momber for Pittsworth inquired whether anv
extra educational facilities were to be granted
in the larger centres of population, particu-
larly in the metropolis. It is well known
to hon. members that there has been a move-
ment for the establishment of a high school
on the south side of the river, and that the
department has acquired land in Musgrave
Park.

While I take no exception to, but whole-
heartedly support, the proposals outlined in
the Bill, there is a congestion, so far as
cducational facilities are concerned, in the
metropolitan area. The Brisbane High
School s at present being conducted in the
old Normal school buildings and the old fire
brigade buildings. The rooms in this insti-
tution., I find from inquiries made, are
altogether too small. The grounds are very
limited and unsuitable, and the congestion
brought about by the 468 scholars at the
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school is not In the best interests of those
attending. It was understood that the rura!
schools which were established in the coun-
try, and the eightcen vocational schools which
were worked in conjunction -with them,
were to be linked up with the University.
I have heard comments from men in all
stations of life with regard to what is to be
the future of the boys and girls whom we
se2 going to and from the Technical College
morning and afterncon. A number of them
take shorthand and typewriting lessons,
while others are receiving technical educa-
tion generally. 1 have heard the opinion
expressed that, perhaps, after all, the attend-
ance of these young people at the Technical
Colleges may not be in the best interests of
the State—a sentiment with which I
theroughly disagree. I contend that the
more one learns—and I think that this has
been the experience of all of us—the more
he realises how much there is yet to learn;
in fact, he just begins to realise how much
he does not knew, These boys and girls who
are attending our Technical Colleges, what-
ever occupation they may follow in the
future—whether they be farmers, carpenters,
blacksmiths, or labourers—will make better
workers at those occupations by virtue of
having that education.

Mr. CoLuiNs: Some of them may become
leaders of the Opposition. (Laughter.)

Mr. FERRICKS: By virtue of that edu-
cation they will he better fitted to carry out
the duties of the occupations which they
take up. I may point out that at the
Central Technical College there are 320
pupils—220 at the Technical High school;
120 at the Domestic Day School; and 480 at
the Commercial Day School; making a total
of 820; in addition to which there is a
number of students who take courses in one
or two subjects, and also 100 girl students who
are learning various subjects under the head-
ing of domestic science. I made it my busi-
ness to ascertain from the Secretary for
Public Instruction the position in regard to
these matters, and the Minister was good
erough to give me what he stated were
official figures in this connection. Thosc
boys and girls, as well as the boys and girls
in the country who are to bhe given educa-
-tional facilities by the operation of this mea-
sure, will be better citizens by virtue of
having acquired that knowledge. On the
South side there is a population which would
be served by the going on with the erection
of the high school in South Brisbanc—a
population of about 75,000 people, repre-
sented electorally to the number of 40,000
That area embraces quite a number of elec-
torates—Bulimba, Logan, Kurilpa, Maree,
South Brisbane, and Buranda. In that arca
there are forty-nine schools operating under
the State, which would be feeders for the
high school. In that area there are 13,756
State school pupils. In view of the conges-
tion and the unsuitability of the old Normal
school and fire brigade buiidings for the
cerrying on of the high school, and of the full
working capacity of the Central Technical
College, I trust that the Government will
give consideration to the matter of proceed-
ing with the erection of the high school at
South Brisbane to keep in step with the
excellent work they are continuing in the
country in this regard.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: Under this Bill?

Mr. FERRICKS: In conformity with the
excellent work which they are continuing

[27 Juwy.]

Agreultural Education Bill. 521

under the cperations of this Bill. TIn 1920
the costimated cost of school construction
was about £22.800, and it is supposed to-day
to be somewhat less. I would like to sce
the CGovernment put on the HEstimates this
year a sum of about £10,000 as a commence-
fment. Then we would be able to say that
the boys and girls of the metropolitan area
and in the large centres of population are
given equal facilities, but not better, by this
Government, to those given to the boys and
girls in the country. 'The people who are
living in the country have had many of
their disabilities removed.

Mr. Morean: It is easy to see that you
do not live in the country.

Mr. FERRICKS: For every mile the hon.
momber has been over the State of Queens-
land { have been over 50 miles.

CGovernMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

PERRICKS: In view of the senti-

Mr. 8
members opposite,

ments expressed by hon. ¢
it is a I;mnrvel t}(r) me how they fail to
sympathise with Labour Ministers. Fortun-
ately, the Government go on with the idea of
doing what is right in the interests of the
couniry, quite 1irrespective of the gibes,
insults, and false charges which are almost
incessantly hurled across the floor by hon.
members opposite. The hon. member for
Pittsworth this afternoon deliberately said
that it was not worth paying a 6d. tramfare
{6 interview a Labour Minister, but 1 think
he was not speaking seriously. The Labour
policy is based on the idea of doing what

is right in the interests of the whole of
Queensland and of every section of the
people. The hon. member will see that he 1s

not giving a fair deal when he states that
Ministers are animated by the sentiments
he expressed. Fortunately for the interests
of Queensland, Ministers are not so affected.
My whole-hearted support goes in favour of
this Bill; and any measure of a §1m11ar
nature which is brought forward in the
interests of the people of the country or the
larger centres of population will have my
equally hearty support.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I take a great
interest in this Bill. If there is one thing
that strikes me as essential for the future
prosperity of agriculture in the State, it is
a Bill to provide education for the people
who are occupying the land to-day as well as
those who wish to go on the land in future.
T do not know that the Bill provides for all
the good things that are hoped from it. 1
am afraid that it will create a certain amount
of disorganisation in our agricultural educa-
tion. When I say that, I cast my mind over
the various institutions which have already
been established and the amount of work that
has already been done. We have here a Bill
for providing agricultural education 1in the
State, and we have left outside the operation
of the Bill the Agricultural College at Gatton
_an institution on which a great amount of
money is being spent. Whatever the Agri-
cultural College may be at the present time 18
best known to the Government, but no Bill
dealing with agricultural education can be
perfected until it includes within its scope
the whole of our agricultural institutions.
We are setting up under this Bill a gentle-
man who is to be termed the Superintendent
of Agricultural Education, and he is practi-
cally to be the mouthpiece of the Board of
Agricultural Education. That Board prac-
tically disappears, so far as its name goes,

Mr. Corser.]
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in clause 5. T claim that we should start
at the top of the tree, and not at the bottom.
We should try and organise our agricultural
education, and, in view of the fact that an
amount of elementary agricultural education
has already been provided in this State, I
consider that we would be right in establish-
ing a Chair of Agriculture at the University.
I do not wish 1 any way to decry the
enthusiasm that may be behind the Bill, but
the Chair of Agriculture should be first estab-
lished, and I will give my reasons. You
must have our agricultural education in the
guiding hands of somebody who knows more
about. 1t than those who are controlling our
agricultural education to-day. I say that
advisedly, because we have to get bigger men
in agriculture to instruct our instructors and
our people and to teach them something more
than they know already. It is no good
putting people in the leading position in
matters such as this unless they have more
knowledge than the people they have to
teach. If we established a Chair of
Agriculture, the professor would appoint the
lecturers to the various faculties under him.
There would be lecturers for such subjects as
agricultural chemistry, plant pathology, and
veterinary sclence.

Mr. BuLeocx : Do you want two chairs?

Mr. CORSER: One chair-—not two chairs.
I noticed, when the hon. member for Barcoo
was speaking at the introductory stage of the
Bill, that he did not grasp the position at
all. Only one Chair of Agriculture is needed,
and it will be occupied by a Professor of
Agriculture. We have not got a Professor of
Agriculture in this State to-day, but we should
have a Professor of Agriculture to occupy
the Chair of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity. As the Director of Agricultural Educa-
tion he would formulate his scheme, appoins
lecturers to the various branches of agricul-
tural oducation, and, as he knows what
higher education is, what it is necessary to
impart, what is necessary in the way of
investigation  and  research in  this new
ceunfry. and what elementary education =
required, he will go ahead step by step
through our rura! schools, cur experimental
plots, our Agricultural College, and even-
tually cnable the students to go for their
diplomas in agriculture at the University.
That is the sort of man we should have at
the head of our agricultural educatinn in
Queonsland.  In that way we shall be able
to train students wwho may wish to gradunate
in zome of the higher branches in agrieulture.
We know how agricultural education has
advanced in America and Buropean coun-
tries.  The position they have attained in
those countries was only reached by long
years of rosearch, and by making available
all scientific means which enabled them to
get over the difficultics which nature has put
in the wry of the man on the land. T have
alrcady given a considerable amount of
attention to this subjeet, having secured a
diplom= at the Agricultural College at Gat-
ton; but [ can say that, having obtained that
scientific knowledge in eonnection with agri-
culture, it showed me just what knowledge
I had. and how much thers was vet to be
learned in connection with this important
suhject.  When we talk about agricultural
educntion, it opens up great possibilities of
research In Quecensland. Tt is quite right
that we should equip our young men so that
they will be able to carry out this research
in the interests of agriculture. We cannot

[Mr. Corser,
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secure the services of men from the other
side of the world to come over here
and help to the greatest degree because
of the difficulties which we find here.
The conditions are totally different to
ours. They have an excellent University in
Wisconsin, in the United States, where they
arc able to deal with conditions as they find
them in America. REvery State in the United
States of America has its own University.
and cach one has a distinct fund to draw on
for research work without having to depend on
its Legislature from year to year. A certain
amount of money is also granted by the
Federal Government, which they are certain
of from year to year, and they have not to
apply to the State Legislatures for funds to
carry on the work from year to year. During
the time that I was at Gatton College,
Parliament used to vote £6,000 annually.

Mr. CorLiNs: Were there any unborn eggs
there? (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: Yes; you were the first.
(Laughter.) Out of that sum £4000 per
annum was earned by the students of the
College, and the remaining £2,000 went
towards paving for scientific education and
the entertainment of members of Parliament
and other visitors to the institution. To-dav
we find, not £6,000. but a vote of £20.000
appropriated to Gatton College by Parlie-
ment.

Mr.
slow” ?

Mre. CORSER: I
Labour representatives there.

Mr. BuLoock: Do vou think that Gatton
College should be made to pay?

Mr. CORSER: Not for onc moment. This
Bill ,is supvosed to provide an amount of
money for agricultural education. and we sre
told that we are going to have the assistance
of that fund, if it is necessarv. I may stat~
that the other day T asked for two coils of
wire netting to enclase a little schoo! plot o
cnable the ¢ kiddies” and the cnthusiastic
teacher to grow agricultural crops.

CoLLixs: Are the students ¢ going

1 believe there are a fow
(Laughter.)

Mr. BrLcock: Did you get it?

Mr. CORSER: I got one coil. I was told
that the regulation provided that only one
coil of wire could be supplied. (Laughter.)
If we have not got enough money to supply
two coils of wire for a little school, how are
we going to provide the money for these
agricultural schools? Tt is stated that Gatton
College is not a success at the present time. .
One of the reasons is becausc the farmers of
Queensland were deprived of the advantage
of attending the farmers’ classes usually
held at the college during the holiday
period. The Government withdrew the cheap
fares, bubt that was no discredit to the
college. If that is the way our present
agricultural institutions are treated, how
are we going to find the money to do
all the good things provided by this Bill?
If we first established a Chair of Agriculture
at the University and appointed a Professor
of Agriculture, he would have his big experi-
mental farm and would be able to carry on
his research work and enable the students
to gain their diplomas in agriculture. Unless
we carry these things out properly, how are
we going to deliver lectures to our farmers
in the country? It is no good for a theorist
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or even a practical man to go to a number
wof farmers in the country and lecture to them
unless he can show them by results that they
<can do something better than they are doing

themselves. It is no good telling
[8 p.m.] ‘them things—you must show
them. The professor could

have his experimental plots on which he
«could use the scientific methods which he
claims are efficient to improve agriculture for
the benefit of the farmers. We have our
practical farmers here to-day; but from the
sheoretical side such a man could show us how,
for instance, to secure nitrogen from the air
instead of buymg it in bags and dumping 1%
'on the soil—as the hon. member for Stanley
«can tell us. We can use the organisms in our
soils to collect nitrogen from the air and
50 help the farmers and also ourselves. When
we can show the farmers by scientific experi-
ment the possibilities of improving their own
conditions, we shall secure their interests,
which will reflect benefit on the State and
everybody concerned. Let us secure a good
scientific man as director who would also fill
the bill as professor at the University.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
interjected.

Mr. CORSER: 1 claim that neither at
Sydney nor Melbourne have they established
a system similar to what I have suggested,
and appointed a Director of Agriculture
wecupying the Chair of Agrlcuitme at the
University, and having in his hands the
direction of the whole of the agricultural
education of the country. Had they that
system of organisation, they would £ll the
youngster with interest and equip him with
knowledge that would make him a useful
anit in agriculture; but their agricultural
colleges, like that at Gatton, do not provide
sufficient study to enable a lad to gain a
diploma which will fit him for the University.
There is at Gatton no stepping-stone to-day
from which a lad could, if we had a Chair
of Agriculture, rise to the University with
that higher degree of efficiency—that higher
education in any particular branch of agri-
culture which is necessary to enable him to
understand the course. That is the position
in which many students found themselves
when I was a student there, although there
were suggestions in Parliament—and many
of us believed in them then, although they
were made generally from the kerosene case
before the elections

A GovernMENT MEMBER: Your father spoke
on it here. (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: He never spoke on i,
because a kerosene case would not hold him.
{Laughter,) The suggestion was that they
should take two or three lads from Gatton
who possessed the necessary qualifications and
send them to America to seek the education
necessary to enable them to become professors
and aid in research work in our own State.

5 is impossible to qualify as anything more
than an ordinary agriculturist at Gatton
College~—Parliament has not made the pro-
vision; we cannot blame the college. We
have there as good stuff as they have in
America. From what one can gather from
our soldiers who went to America recently
to study agriculture, irrigation, animal
husbandry, and other branches of knowledge,
they could with proper advantages, have
qualified here to the same degree as our
American cousins,

Under such an organisation, the professor
occupying the Chair of Agriculture being also
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the Director of Agricultural Education, some
of the existing staff in our institutions would
provide his lecturers in various subjects. Ile
would require his big experimental farm and
college, his equipment to carry out research
work, and his experimental plots with the
necessary managers, and the organisation of
the teachers in the grammar schools and
primary schools. We are considering an
Agricultural Education Bill, providing for
the appointment of a Superintendent of
Agricultural FKducation, and he is to he
appointed after the Bill has passed through
the House, whereas I claim that he should
have a hand in directing the organisation.
If he is going to be the director, why should
he not direct?

The Premier: Do you suggest that we
should appoint a superintendent without
parliamentary authority ?

Mr. CORSER: I do not. Hon. members
opposite do a lot of things without parlia-
mentary authority. The organisers under

another Bill were appointed and out in the
country before parliamentary authority was
given. I am not opposing the Bill, but I am
offering suggestions which I think might be
of value.

Mr. W. CoorEr: Go along to the Director
of Agriculture and advise him. Don’t make
the suggestions here.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member looks
upon the Council of Agriculture as a kind
of Soviet. The hon. member can go and
get his mstrucuwns there; we have the right
to speak here on the Bill. We krow that
practical knowledge and practical education,
too, .are of very great value. I would take
hon. members back to the early days of
dairying, when the farmers got their start
from the travelling dairy under the late Mr.
John Mahon, which was practically the
beginning of the co-operative system in
Queensiand, the greatest in Australia. It
went right throughout the State when there
were no factories, and set up in a place for a
fortnight. The farmers were asked to bring
their cream or milk, and the young women
were invited to help make the butter. The
people began to say, “If we had a little
money of our own, we could have a factory
of our own.’ They did combine; but we
stopped there—we have not done very much
more in that way. I do not say that you are
moing to study the elements of Whoatgrowmg
in that way, although we have 1in Mr.
Soutter, an old Gatton boy, too, a greab
authomty in the hybridisation of wheat, who,
vv;th facilities, would carry on an educatlon
in the growing of wheat of higher standards
that would be of very great benefit to the
State. This Bill does not provide for that.

Our high scheols are free, but under the
Bill higher education in agrxculture is not
going to be free. We find also that, if a
local authority wants an agricultural school
in its centre, it must provide one-third of
the cost, but it is otherwise if the Governor
in Council decide that one is necessary under
clause 8, which provides—

“The CGovernor in Council, upon the
recommmendation of the Board, may from
time to time establish in such places as
are deemed expedient—

(@) Agricultural schools or agricul-
tural classes.”

They may establish a schocl in Brisbane
that may supersede in importance the

Mr. Corser.]
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Agricultural College at Gatton. Where the
Gevernment wish to establish these schools it
appears that they can establish them; but,
when a local authority wants one in the
country, they must pay one-third of the cost.
Agricultural education iz required very con
siderably In new areas. We are about to
spend £2,500,000 in opening the Upper
Burnett lands, where there is not very
much known about the possibilities of
agriculture.  The Covernment have not
established any agricultural farms there.
Certainly, the district would give some
indication of the things that can be grown.
But in such an area we should have at a
very early date an experimental farm and a
system of education for all the people who
go there. People in all walks of life, from
other States and the ofher side of the world,
will be going there. We should have a farm
growing the various commodities it is pos-
sible to grow in that district; it should be
demonstrated how they are grown, when it
is best to plant, and what variety is best to
plant. By that means we shall show people
who have mnot the slightest idea on the
matter what the possibilities are in the local-
ity in which they aré going to settle. I
think that suggestion is timely when we are
considering a Bill for the advancement of
agricultural education. I am supporting the
Bill. T offer those suggestions in the hope
that it may be made a better Bill. As far
as agricultural bulletins go, Professor Shel-
ton instituted that system years ago; and
very valuable bulletins are still on record
showing the growth of various crops from
both the scientific and the practical side. If
the same system is going to be instituted here,
it will be of great value to the farmers who
are settled and those who will settle in the
future.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): Probably if one
came to view the activities of some of the
greatest men in the world, one could not
escape such names as Lawes and Gilbert in
the Old World; the great hybridiser of
America—Burbank; and, in  Australis,
Farrar, as being outstanding examples of
progressive civilisation. Their activities will
be more or less confined to breeding and
evolving plant life more suitable to the sus-
tentation of human life, and evolving types
more suitable to the districts for which they
are evolved. That brings us to a considera-
tion of what is true greatness. 1 think it
was Dean Swift who sald that a man who
makes two ears of corn grow where one grew
before is probably one of the greatest men
in the world. If that is so, then a Govern-
ment or an individual who is going to
make these things possible in the future to
a greater extent than they have been pos-
sible in the past is, probably, no less a bene-
factor. When I was considerably younger
than I am now-(laughter)—I was a mere
boy then—I had a vague recollection of Mr.
Farrar, and his activities in the Riverina
district. I remember the treatment which
was meted out to him. He probably did
more for the wheatgrowers of Australia than
any other man in Australia has done up to
date; but he was thought so little of by a
paternal Government that he was allowed
to pay the cost of his own experiments in
the early years of his work.

Mr. Epwarps: He brought millions to
Australia.

Mr. BULCOCK : It was a positive dis-
grace! A conservative Government were not
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prepared to spend money on agriculturaf
education. Farrar was not deterred by that..
He instituted a system of plant breeding.
Wea may have in our community to-day indi-
viduals just as capable as Mr. Farrar. We
may have a boy or girl in our community
who will take up the good—I was almosy
tempted to say the glorious—work being
performed by Mr. Soutter at Roma. (Hear,
hear!) No one has a greater admiration
for the work of Mr. Soutter than I have.
Any nation, or any State, that refuses to
spend money on agricultural education,
decays; and national decay leads to national
destruction. In the settlement of our empty
spaces we have a big problem. I know that
a great many individuals who returned from:
the front and settled on the land were incap-
able of making a livelihood owing to a cer-
tain lack of training. If we want to build
a house we insist on that work being done
by a journeyman carpenter under a fore-
man. I we want to have any other work
done, we insist on having, not the appren-
tice or the labourer, but the trained intellect..
Yet in the most vital aspect of our life—
the preparation and growth of our food
supplies—we have been content in the past
to go along without providing facilities for
national training. Training in agriculture
necessarily, T think, must be a charge on the
State. The hon. member for Burnett was.
constrained to think that we should estab-
lish a Chair of Agriculture and Veterinary
Science; but appeared to put the two
together. 1f we were to put the two
together, it would take about seven years
for a student to take a diploma and become-
efficient in both branches. In New South
Wales there is a Chair of Veterinary
Science and a Chair of Agriculture; they are
absolutely distinct one from the other; each
is presided over by a professor of the faculty
—the School of Agriculture by Professor
Watt, late of Johannesburg University, and
the Veterinary School by Professor Stewart.
But, in spite of the fact that two faculties
gre maintained in both the Sydney and Mel-
bourne Universities, we find that in the
Chair of Agriculture in Syduey there are
twenty-five students, and in the Chair of
Agriculture in Melbourne there arve only
ten students. In veterinary science in
Sydney there are fifteen students at the
most up-to-date and best-equipped school in
Australia: and in Melbourne, in the twao
schools of veterinary science—the Melbourne
College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Uni-
versity School of Veterinary Science—we
find an aggregation of only forty students
I take the attitude that the money which
will be involved in this guestion must be
spent in such & way as to bring about the
utmost good. I do not think the establish-
ment of a Chair of Agriculture and of
Veterinary Science—one seems fo me to be
inseparable from the other—would produce -
the effect that we desivre. But I think that,
when we have started on the groundwork
and trained the individual, we mav be able
to pass him on to another Chair of Agricul-
ture. I have made the suggestion more than
once in this House, and I reiterate it, that,
while at present I cannot see that the expense
in connection with the maintenance of a.
Chair of Agriculture is justified, yet I think
that our system of education should pro-
vide that students who have distinguished
themselves—say, in research work on the
one hand or veterinary animal husbandry
on the other, in the elementary course
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provided at Gatton, or any other branch of
agricultural research—other things being
equal and their qualifications warranting it,
should be allowed to take out an exhibition,
scholarship, bursary, or whatever vou like
to call it, at the Sydnev or Melbourne
University to prosecute their studies. That
would be a temporary way of overcoming
a difficulty that could be overcome in no other
way in Queensland. The leader of the Oppo-
sition mentioned the question of finance. That
is worthy of some counsideration. The cost
of the maintenance of the officers who will
be appointed under this Bil}, and the general
system of instruction which will arise out of
this Bill, should most necessarily not be
charged against consolidated revenue, but
should be more or less in the nature of an
investment. It will be money spent to pro-
duce wealth just the same as capital is
invested in industry to-day. The individual,
because of training, will preduce a greator
harvest, and that greater harvest will in
itself pmduce greater prosperity to the State.
I cannot sce any very definite reason why
the finaneial obligntion under this Bill should
be insurmountable. I want to be quite frank
in dealing with Catton College. On two
occasions 1 have availed myself of the oppor-
tunity of visiting that place On one occasion
I went, not under the wing of any Minister,
but in order to gain a fair opportunity of
seeing what the colleg: stood for and what
it was doing. I say iranl\]y that T was dis-
appointed at the educational facilities offer-
ing. The Gatton that I saw may he different
from the Gatton that supplicd the diploma
to the hon. member for Burnett, but I am
gomg to speak of Gatton as I found it. My
impression was not a favourable one. I have
for a long time held the opinion that we
could instifute a better system of agricultural
education than exists in our State to-day. It
is rather significant that the State which
stands out in the forefront with regard to
agricultural education is New South Walcs.
It offers greater agricultural facilities than
any other State in the Commonwealth. Those
agricultural facilities, or the foundation for
those fduhhos~qtrar\ge though it may appear
to hon. members opp051te~were laid down
by Labour Governmcnts. We should Jook at
the policies underlying the various Govern-
ments to sce whether agrlculture is a play-
thing, or whether it has received serious
”OIlSld”r‘dLlOﬂ by various parties. I suppose
the Quecnsland Parliament to-day as a govern-
ing body has more agricultural projects before
it than any other State in the Commonwealth,
and I believe rightly so. 8o far as the
agricultural policy is concerned in other
States, there is a singular lack of unanimity.
Aguoultuml education to be successful must
be progressive. I would like hon. members
to make one single application of that state-
ment, I would ask hon. members to look at
‘“ Knibbs,”” and they will see that from year
to year the agricultural facilities provided
in the other States do not vary one iota. I
am pleased to have an opportunity of welcom-
ing a new progression to the art and science
of agriculture.

Mr. FrY: Is not all education progessive?
Mr. BULCOCK: It should be. Agricul-
tural education has not besn progressive in
recent years in other States Turning to
other countries, we find that in Great Lrltaln
for the current year £1,000,000 is being spent
-on the encouragement of agricultural research
and agricultural education. I think it is a
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sign of the times that those countries that
have the greatest industrial and economic
problems are turning to the land as a solu-
tion cof the difficulties that are confronting
them. I am not going to say that this
Government is turning to the land, but the
individual boy and girl ‘Lttcnding our schools
to-day must be educated in the problem of
agriculture so that he may be able to go
on the land and help fill our empty spaces.
The leader of the Opposition threw a challenge
across the floor of the House to the effect,
“ You want to close up Gatton.” I will state
what I would like to see evolve out of this
Bill. I do not regard Gatton as heing the
centre of agricultural education. Gatton can
never become that centre. It is situated in a
certain climate under certain conditions; it
can only grow certain crops, and can only
deal with certain agricultural guestions, and,
that being so, if we are going to concentrate
our agricultural education at Gatton, the
resnlt will be that we can only train along
certain lines.

My, GrEEN: Does that not apply to every
agricultural college?

Mr. BULCOCK : We have in our central
institution the possibility of only educating
along agricultural lines in a set sphere of
agricultnral industry. The hon member inter-
jeets, ““ Does that not apply to every agri-
cultural college?” It undoubtedly would
apply to all institutions, but to- day we are
undergoing the stage of specialists, The
hon. member for l‘ownsnl]e coming from a
Northern constituency, is interested in sugar-
cance. We are all interested in sugar-cane,
because it is a national industry. Have we
got any places where we can train students
successfully in the various stages of the
growth of sugar-cane? It is essential that
we should have our different institutions in
our different climatic belts.

Mr. GrEEx: Decentralisation?

Mr. BULCOCK : In agricultural education
decentralisation s essential. It is because
of the decentralisation of climate that we
have rural schools and experimental stations.
We have an agricultural experimental farm
at Gindi. one at Hermitaze, one at Home
Hill, and one is now being established in
the Dawson Valley. 1 think that in the
future Catton will bhave to resolve itself
into a centre where dairying, and farming
associated with dairying, will be taught. It
is an ideal place and has ideal lands for
such a project; but we have the problems of
mixed husbandry. The time will come when
he shall have to face that problem. We are
not facing it to-day. Let us see how it is
being faced. or sidetracked. In the Central-
Western district of Queensiand there is a
necessity for thousands of rams cvery year.
We bave the climate and the soil. and we
can breed those rams in Queensland; buf,
unfortunately, we have not got the stock
and we have not got the stock because we
have not evolved it, and every year we
send thousands and thousands and thousands
of pounds out of our State to purchase rams,
very frequently at a great loss, in the
Southern stud markets and bring them to
Queensland.  Let us assume, for the purpose
of my argument, that this’ Board of Agri-
cultural Education, which will be established
under the Bill, has before it the necessity for
considering the question of improving the
condition of our stock and our wool. Let
us confine the issue, for the sake of simplicity,
to wool. On Gindie could be bred the type of

Mr. Bulcock.]



526  Agricultural Education Bill.

sheep that would fulfil our needs. Hom.
members opposite might say that the flock
that Gindi could carry would not be large
enough, but we could do what has been done
at the various experimental stations in New
South Wales, and that is, lay the foundation
for good ficecks. The chicf need of the
selector to-day is rams, and they cannot get
them because it costs too much to bring them
from Sourhern Riverina, and they are uot
bred to any extent in Central-Western Queens-

land. As a matter of fact—I think ¥ am
fairly right in this instance—I
[8.20 p.m.] know of only one station in
Quecnsland  selling  stud rams,

that iz Barcaldine Downs, and they have a
very small flock there. We can improve
the quality of our wool by training men who
are capable of looking at the wool and
telling for what purpose it is most useful.
I was out in Central-Western Queensland a
little while ago, and, to my surprise, I met
Myr. Matthess, who was the wool expert in
New South Wales—I studied sheep and wool
under him. for some considerable time. When
I met him I said, “ What are you doing
here,” he said, “I am classing stock.” 1
said, ‘‘ Cannot they find men out here cap-
able of doing that?” He said, “They can-
not. Do vou think they would pay me to
come all the way from Melbourne to class
this stork if ther could find o lacal man to
do it?” 1 know there are no local wn.en
capable of doing the work; but under this
system of cducation we can train local men
and we can evelve a type of wool which will
bring greater wealth to Queensland—a type
of wool thut the markets of the world are
crying out for to-day; a type of wool similar
to that which was sold at 51d. per lb. on the
open market the other day, and which was
preducad in North-West Queensland.

Mr. G. P. Barxmz: That shows that some-
one has been developing the industry.

My, BULCOCK: It would be quite unfair
to suggest thst nobody has been devoting
any time to the brweding of these sheep.
do not want to convey that impression atb
all; but I want hon. members to bear in
mind that the small selector buys the culls
from the flocks from the bigger stations, and
he i3 not able, as a general rule, to class
thet stock efficiently, and he goes along
blindly in the dark breeding that sort of wool
that Nature is good enough, unaided, to
allow him to produce. Tt Is possible to
train a lad and teach him what to look for,
what characteristics are necessary, and what
points manifest themselves in the wool, and
breed accordingly. That can bo done; and
we ean do it in this State if we only lLave
the courage to faes the position. At the
ITermitage we can teach mixed husbandry,
and at the Northern State farms we can
trach sugar culture. AIll these things have
a distinct advantage so far as economic con-
ditions in Queensland are concerned, and
we will solve our problems more by regard
to thiz question than by regard to many
other quortions thut come before this House,
I havs deslt at somoe length with the bearing
that this Bill will have on the sheep industry.
The same srgument might be applied so far
a« the cattle industry is concerned, and will
dcfinitelv apply so far as the farmers are
concerned. I do not for ond moment want
to cast any reflection on the average farmer.
I recognise that the farmer is an exceedingly
busy man, and an exceedingly important unit
in cur ecivilisation to-day. But, unforiu-
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nately, the farmer has not got the time te
apply himself to the more or les: scientifir
problems of agriculture or, in the alternative,
to the application of the scientific problems.
that are laid down by those who are engaged.
in agricultural rescarch. I may be thought
a visionary, and it may be said that I am
looking a long way ahead; but I believe this
Bill is capable of putting a trained man
into every farmer’s home in (Jucensland.
That is what I want to see. The farmers
are losing incredible sums year in and year
out because they have never been frained in
some of the essential details of agricultural
science. I do not want to talk about agri-
cultural science; but quite recently I was in
an agricultural district in New South Wales,.
and a farmer there, a very great friend of
mine, whose place I was visiting, was busy
applying lime to the soil. A very laudable
thing ; but the next week he came along and:
put bonedust on the soil. Now, hon. mem-
bers know that the lime, combiving with
certain propertics in the boncdust, forms
free nitrogen, and the value of that fertiliser
was completely lost to the soil. In spite of
that fact, this farmer was doing as I sayj
and he is pot an isolated instance. In any
number of cases we know farmers apply
bonedust, quite regardless of the constituents
of the soil. They have only one item in their
manurial calendar. The hon. member for
Murrumba knows that they only use bone-
dust. Under this system the boys will be
trained so that, when they go on the farm,
they will be able to distinguish between the
different classes of soil. I am not going te
say that soil analysis and that sort of thing
ix neccessary. I do not think soil analysis
is worth a snap of the fingers so far as agri-
culture is concerncd, because there are so
many variatiors. But there are general rules
to follow so far as the majority of soils
are concerned. The average farmer probably
only gains knowledge after vears of experi-
cnce, and during those years he has lost
very considerable sums of money year in
and year out. If he had the elementary
training that was nccessary, these amounts
would not have been lost. This Bill, there-
fore, means, not further expenditure, but the
conservation of the agricultural wealth of
Queensland, and, in turn, the benefit will be
distributed over the whole of the community.
In the ncar future, thanks to the policy of
leasehold tenure that this Government advo-
cate, there ave going to be big tracts of land
available., Who 1is going to seitle those
lands? It is all very well to say we have
men who are prepared to go on those lands.
I do not give a rap for the man who goes
on the land without training. I have scen
too many fajlures, limited and all as my
agricultural experience has been. But, much:
and all as we are inclined to decry agri-
cultural education, much and all as we are
disposed to condemn it, much and all as the
farmer is disposed to regard it as being an
excrescence oil farm work, my experience
leads me to say that the men who went
through an agricultural college at the same
time as I went through one, and who settled:
on the land, made a success of it. The
trained man does make a success to a greater
extent than the mun who is not trained.

Mr Ebpwarps: I do not think that has
been so.
Mr. BULCOCK: I am afraid the hon

member belongs to the type of farmer whe
does not believe in agricultural education.
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ir. Epwairps: It has been said that the
lad trained at an agricultural college is a
failure.

Ar. BULCOCK : That is not my experi-
cnce.

Mr. Epwarps: That has been my experi-
ence.

Mr. BULCOCK: I would like to remind
the hon. member that I belong to an old
boys’ wurion from a certain agricultural col-
lege, and every now and then we have a
reunion, and most of the fellows who went
through that college with me are on the
land, and most of them are doing well.

AMr. Epwarps: How many thousands are
doing well who never had a college educa-
tion?

Mr. BULCOCK : That is so; but has the
hon. member stopped to consider how much
better they would have been doing had they
had a college education; and, again, how
much money have they lost through lack of
cducation; and how much money has the
cemmunity lost because those people had not
beenr educated? Let us go a little bit
further.  These leaschold properties are
going to fall vacant, and it is necessary that
we should people them with an efficient
people; and efficiency means training. This
1s the age of specialisation.

An OrrosrrioNn MEMBER: How long will it
tale?

Mr. BULCOCK : The problem has to be
faced zome time. and, if it has to be faced
some time, why not face it now?

GovERNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BULCOCK : We have got the courage
to face it while other Governments did not
have the courage. Hon. members opposite
may say we are facing it at the eleventh
hour; but better the eleventh hour in the
interests of Queensland than not to face it
at all.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mz, Fry interjected.

Mr. BULCNCK: The hen. mcember for
Wuriipa is disposed to sncer at these things;
he i» disposed to pubt his elemensary rvudi-
iwontary knowledge against the avowed know-
ledge of agricultural organisers and agricul-
tural societies. If the hon. member was sincere
in these matters, he would certainly pay some
attention to this discussion rather than loll
baclz in his scat in this House and coutinually
throw inane intorjections across the Chamber.
Let us go a little further. 1 see another
great and important development in this con-
nection—the creation throughout the length
and breadth of Queensland of centres where
agrienltural work will be carried on. Only
the other day I received a sample of cotton
from the Jericho State School. Jericho is
on the Jordan, and it is situated in the heart
of the desert. (Laughter.)

Mr. Kizwan: I never saw any river when
I was there. (Laughter.)

Mr. BULCOCK: At Jericho there is
nothirg but sand. The State school teacher
came to me, and said, ¢ Could you secure
some cotton seed for me?”’ I secured some
seed for him, and he said, ‘ Mr., Bulcock,
would you like to talk to the children for a
little while?”’ and I said I would. I talked
to them about agriculture, and about what
they could do in their little gardens. I did
rot premise them chocolates or anything like
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that. (Laughter.) The cotton was planted
out, and the children did their best to grow
it. I submitted thc sample of cotton which
they grew to the cotton expert of the Depart-
meat of Agriculture yesterday, and in a
letter to me on the subject, he states—

“ Following on your visit of yesterday
having reference to the quality of two
samples of cotton submitted to you by
the head teacher, State school, Jericho,
T have to advise that these are distinctly
fine samples of Upland cotton, being
bright in character and long in staple,
the lint being of a particularly good
quality.”

That was grown by the children, practically
unaided and without instruction from the
teacher. There we have an instance of how
the children are prepared lo do something
to advance agriculture. They only require
a little incentive. This Bill should make it
possible to have an agricultural plot or plots
at every school, with travelling ugricultural
instructors.

My, FLETCHER:
Jericho. :

My, BULCOCK : You cannot compare the
soil around Jericho with the soil in any other
district; but my time is limited and I will
discuss Jericho soil with the hon. member
afterwards. I have shown that the State
school children at Jericho can grow cotton
very satisfactorily. The chief disadvantage
which we labour under in the West 1Is
inability to sccure acclimatised seeds. I
believe that under a proper system of educa-
ticn, with travelling agricultural instructors
visiting the various schools, superintending
the plots, and giving instruction on hybridisa-
tion and crossbreeding, we would, perhaps,
evolve types suitable for Central and Western
sueensland, and other districts also. The
question of grasses js distinetly bound up
in this matter; and who are more competent
to attond to the improvement of grasses and
to watch and colleet data in connection with
the artificial grasses than the school children
where there are school plots zealously tended
by enthusiastic children? I see unlimited
possibilitics in thiz  Bill.  Hon. memboers
eppesite may be disposed to cavil and sneer
at the Bill.

Mr. Epwarps: That is not true.

Mr. BULCOCK: I do not think all hon.
members ave; but, like the hon. member who
inanely interjects, some are disposed to find
fault. Some hon. members ask what the s. .
will do; but a casual perusal will show that
1% 1s more or less a skelcton——

Mr. WarreN: It is window-dressing.

Mr. BULCOCK: Which will be filled iw
by the Superintendent of Agricultural Educa-
tion. It has been suggested by the hon.
member that it is window-dressing. If it
was desired to make this Bill a window-
dressing Bill, there are not one or two, but
a dozen, points in which it could be made
attractive, but they have been purposcly
left out so that the superintendent of agri-
cultural education to be appointed under the
Bill will have full and unfettered control to
work out the destinies of agriculture as he
may think fit. But the Bill is colourless, and
vou have to infuse life into it by recognising
the functions that will be performed by the
officers who will be appointed under the
meastre. We have conferences on town
planning, and we talk about beautifying our
cities. Our Governor remarked upon the dul:

Mr. Buleock.]
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greyness of DBrisbane. T am one who belioves
both in practical, utilitarian, and artistic
measures, so far 2s they can be harmonised
with each other. Brisbane is a city of drab-
ness and want of colour. In Sydney, 1f you
wanted to gain some little knowledge of
agriculture, you could go along to the Tech-
nical College there, and in two years you
would get a very fair working knowledge
of the principles underlying agriculture—a
knowledge sufficient, if you were an attentive
student. to enable vou to work a little garden
or anything like that. In Melbourne, the
same thing applies. But, unfortunately, in
Brisbane we have had no central system of
agricultural educstion up to the present. I
think that there is an opportunity under this
Bill to establish a systein of agricultural
education at the Brisbane Technical College.
We have highly trained officers at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 1 have frequently
thought that it is rather to be deplored that,
when an officer distinguishes himself outside,
and has done excollent field work for the
Depurtinent of \Agriculture, he is brought in
within the four walls of the department and
made into a penman. There are smany
officers in the department who are highly
trained and gualified specialists in different
branche: of agriculture, which thoy are
administering, and it would he posuible to
utilies their services in an agricultural class
or classes at the Brisbane Technical College.
I hope—and it is provided for in the Bill—
that the time is not far distant when persons
who want to know the best way to grow a
cabhago, a rowe, or artificial grasses, or to
fortilise sweeb peas, will be able to get that
information ch a course of lectures at
the B nicad College, and so bring
us into couformity with the agvieultural elu-
ention of the Southern States. I sm quite
c-—and I sm not spesking strictly as a
man—-whon I say that T will vote for
Bill. I bhelieve that it is essential, and
. 50 in view of the Bill which precoced
it—the Primary Producers’ Orgaaisation Bl
1 think that the two measures, worked in con-
junction. sre going to produce a system of
agriculture. Tf we have not got trained men,
wé cannot produce our maximum quantity.
If we are producing our maximum quantity,
we are only producing it because we kave
treined men.  Trained men are esszntial.
The Bill we put through last night doss not
make any provision for train=d men, but pro-
vides for the establishment of a market while
men are being trained. f they are handled
fairly. these two Bills. the one with the cbher,
will ‘mean a new cra of development in
Queensland, and I congratulate the Seere-
tary for Public Instruction on bringing the
mensure before the House. I confidently
believe that the Bill will fulfil not only the
hizhest expectations, but will be remembered
when the authors of it have long ceasad to
be objects of public vencration or otherwise.
{Laughter.)

HoNoUrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): On perusing this
Bill. in conjnnction with the Fducation Acts
of 1875 to 1612, one cannot but come to the
conclusion that it is a scientific piece of
window-dressing. It iz nothing more or lrss
than a lot of fine phrases. Already, under
the Acts I have mentloned, the Department
of Public Instruction is quite at liberty to
establish these schools. It is quite at liberty
to go ahead with all that is propesed in this
Biil. which is, as I stated, nothing but a
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collection of fine phrases. If we only take
the very beginning of the Bill, it deflines
¢ Agricultural education’” as—

““ Education and instruction, theoretical
and practical, in the principles and
methods of agricultural, rural, and farm
science and crafts in all or any of their
branches or departments: the term
includes vocational education for indus-
tries directly pertaining to agriculture;
in the case of females the term also
includes education and instruction in the
domestic arts and sciences and home
management;”

That is all very fine, but there is nothing in
this Bili, with the exception of the proposal
to tax local authorities, which is not already
provided for in our Education Acts from 1875

to 1912, One is conflirmed in that by the
statements made from the Government
benches. They have been told to talk. If

this is such a fine Bill, then in the ordinary
course hon. members opposite would not stand
up. and orate for hours upon it. Hvery one
of us recogniscs that the Government of to-
day have done nothing for the education of
the farmer or for his future career in life.
Let us look at the result of the work in our
srade schools to-day. We find that they hold
an cxamination, and, as a result of the
examination, more than 50 per cent, fail to
pass in & simple sum in arithmetic. They are
now cast on the world, where they will join
the ranks of the unskilled. Previously we
had an examination for apprentices, and we
have now seventy apprentices who qualified
at that previous examination waiting to be
placed in positions. It will be just the same
with some of these schools. Instead of pro-
viding somewhere for them to go after their
cducation is complote, they sre to be in-
structed in the various arts and sciences, and
that is as far as= they will get. because there
will be no positions for them to fill. There
are hundreds coming into the city from the
farming centres, because there is nothing for
them to do in the country. The Government
have not provided for them in this Bill.
All that is providid is that they shall receive
instruction; but, if the Government told them
where there wes freehold.land available, and
agreed to advance them money to start, then
there would be soms incentive for a student
to gain a knowledge of agricultural science.
In onc of the first speeches I made in this
Ilouse, I stated that a line of distinction
shonld be drawn between the country schools
and the city schools. I said that I found that
the same subjects were being taught in the
counfry schools as were being taught in the
city schools, and that that was quite wrong. I
stated that rural instruction should also be
given in tho country schools. The gucstion
of teaching agviculture in the schools of this
State was advocated long before this Govern-
ment came into power, because I well
remember that we had our agricultural plots
in connection with the various State schools,
ani inepecters were appointed to go around
and give inswuction. There is no doubt that
this 1s just a new method of raising taxation
to assist the Government in paying for what
should be free education. The cost of carry-
on these clasies has got to come out of
revenue. According to the Bill, two-thirds
of the ccst is to be voted by Parliament,
while there is also a provision that one-
third must be provided by the local auntho-
rities. The local authorities will have to
get the money out of the ratepayers. There,
again, we have sectional legislation on certain
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owners of land, who will have to pay rates
to pay the cost of these schools and classes.
They will have to pay by way of rates on
the money which will have to be raised by
way of loan. That means that the ratepayers
in parsicular localities are going to be asked
to pay for the education of the people who
are not owners of land. There is exactly the
same principle in this Bill that there is in
the Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. The
people whoe own the land have got to pay
rates to provide other people with cheaper
travelling facilities. The same people who
own the land will now have to pay the rates
for educating other pecple.

Mr. CorLins : What is wrong with that?

The Secrerary ror PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
T+ is only when the local authority asks for ib.

Mr., KERR: Yes, when the local authority
applies for an agricultural school a levy will
be struck, and the burden will be put on the
ratepayers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
Only the local authority can apply for it.

Mr. KERR: A certain amount of revenue
has got to be obtained in order to carry out
these agricultural classes. Two-thirds of it
will be provided by the Government, and
the balance has to be paid by the ratepayers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
1 think you had better study the Bill.

My, KERR: I have studied the Bill, and
1 have also read the previous Acts. I notice
that it is provided In the 1912 Act that the
Governor in Council may establish continua-
tion classes. This Bill also - provides for
continuation classes, but they are already
provided for in the previous Act, as I have
pointed out.

My, CowLiNs: Are you supporting the Bill?

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly weil that for the benefit of this
country we have to support the Bill, We
cannot throw out a Bill like this. If 1t is
thrown out, the Government will say that we
stopped them from doing a certain thing.
They will not realise that they have already
got the power to do these things. 1 am
simply pointing out where they have the power
to do it already.

The $SrCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
If it is already provided for, you should vote
against if,

Mr. XERR: No; it is not likely that we
will give you a lever in that way. I am
not going to raise the question of the rights
of the country as against the city at all. I
think that both the city anhd the country
should receive consideration. We know there
is going to be a good deal of expenditure in
this matier, although some of the schools
already in existence have not sufficient accom-
modation. In my electorate, owing to the
number of pupils increasing year after year,
I have one school where more accommodation
is required. I know the Minister is sympa-
thetic, and I know that he sent the request
for more accommodation on to the Works
Department, but I know that the Works
Department are in the unfortunate position
that they have not got the money, and the
c¢hildren have to suffer. Under this Bill
more loan money will have to be raised. We
are building our State school buildings out of
borrowed money, and that money is not being
spent in reproductive work. If you look at
the education of the children and the value
it will be in years to come, it'is reproductive

1922—2 1

(27 Jony.]

" Public

Agricultural Education Bill. 529

in that sense; but, in the meantime, it is a
burden on the taxpayer, who has to meet the
interest on the public debt.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Would you suggest that we build the schools
out of revenue?

My, KERR: Not so long ago, in dealing
with the loan money invested by this State,
I pointed out that, owing to the Government’s
maladministration, we were £2,000,000 behind
i our revenue as compared with 1914, If
our loan money had been invested properly,
then the £250,000 which the Secretary for
Instruction requires for bulding
schools would be available and we would not
need to borrow money for that purpose. We
would have sufficient money to build all
the schools required; but, unfortunately, the
revenue is sacrificed in other channels, and
the children are suffering because of that.

Instead of establishing a board,

[9 p.m.] involving the expense of fees and
travelling and other allowances,
the Department of Public Instruction should
be in a position to build on the solid basis
they already have. In New South Wales, in
the country areas, they have State schools
doing such work as is proposed here. For
instance, they get free seed, as mentioned
by an hon. member opposite, and at some
of the schools I have seen windmills and
model irrigation plants, There is no reason
why our instructors should not build on the
foundation we have on the lines of those
schools, the Council of Agriculture having
included as one of their functions the giving
of advice to the Department of Public
Instruction, instead of <creating another
department that is going to require more
revenue and more taxation.

The BrcRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
This is not going to create another depart-
ment; it is to be under the Department of
Public Instruction.

Mr. KERR: That is so; it is to be a sub-
department. I cannot help thinking that the
Government are lacking in initiative, because
all their functions are being placed on out-
side boards. We have technical experts who
from tume to time are being ignored, whilst
other experts, or alleged experts, are coming
in and being created into boards, for which
the State is paying.

The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are just saying that for purposes of
agitation,

Mr, EERR: I am not. The Minister
knows very well that there are boards every-
where. I admit that the Government have
control, but the boards submit their reports
annually to Parliament through the Minister.
These boards have a good deal of independ-
ence, and we should not increase the number
when we can ill afford it, We should not
increase our public service—because they
eventually become public servants. 1 say that
the time is not opportune, when so much
retrenchment is going on, for creating these
boards and giving men extra fees and travel-
ling allowances—giving them benefits because
of their political opinions or otherwise. It
would be better for us to concentrate on
assisting the boys who are attending our
State schools. We know that very often,
when a boy leaves school in the country, his
father has not a penny with which to start
him on the land. The result is that he goes
about on a milk cart or does something else
for a couple of years, and then his father
says, ““ Go and earn a few shillings,”” and he

Mr. Kerr.]
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goes to the city and tries to” get unskilled
work, There is one way to overcome that;
and they scem to be overcoming it in the
other States. It is quite practicable, and
there is no necessity for a Bill at all; it
may be done by a regulation under the exist-
ing Act, In New South Wales they have 836
State school savings barks, and since 1877
they have accumulated credits of £695,000;
in South Australia they have 552 school
banks with 28,000 depositors and £30,000
to their credit; in West Australia they have
434 school banks, with a credit of £41,000.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What has that to do with the Bill?

My, KERR: It has this to do with it:
that, when he leaves school, he has some
cash, however small the amount may be.
Why not give that boy something he can
utilise, instead of providing him with some-
thing which, perhaps, he will nevey use? It
has been mentioned in this debate that
certain men went to America at the expense
of the Commonwealth Government to gain
knowledge in agricultural subjects. I know
of one man, of whom I spoke to the Premier,
who in a couple of years acquired a very
good knowledge of irrigation. Like hnun-
dreds of other boys who visited America at
the expense of the Commonwealth, he had to
leave the State because there was nothing
for him here.

‘The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you mean to say they all went to
America?

At 9.7 p.m.,

The Caarrman oF CommiTrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. XERR: I do not say they all weant to
America, and in any case men are always
travelling from one country to another; but
many of those Queenslanders like Australia
so well that I am quite sure that, if they
could get jobs, they would rather stay here.
The Minister knows perfectly well that from
our University to-day qualified men have
to go to other countries—the Malay States,
India, and so on—to find scope for the know-
ledge they have gained. Such an outlook in
agriculture, caused by the restrictions placed
on the land-—the land tax, and all that sort
of thing—is depressing, and I am beginning
to think that the Government may find no
applications for such a Bill as this. I hope
it will not be so; but I come into contact
with more individuals from the country dis-
tricts than most members, and make it my
business to ascertain the reasons why they
come to Brisbane. The Secretary for Public
Instruction knows perfectly well that from
the last examination but one for apprentices
there are still seventy waiting; and goodness
knows where they are going to find work;
no provision being made for them.

T say this is only window-dressing. The
Government have not gone far enough. It
is only a shrewd move on their part; ic
cannot be called anything elsé. If the Min-
ister would only read the existing Education
Act he would find that he could go ahead
and do everything this Bill enables him to
do, with the exception of the taxation. 1
say that, unless something is done suhse-
quenily to give the men who will qualify
under it an opportunity to use their educa-
tion, it will never be a practical measure;
and that is possibly the explanation of why
it has not been carvied into effeci before
now. We know perfectly well that by
effluxion of time there will be an election in
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Gctober twelve months; we know that, owing
to dissension in the ranks of the Govera-
ment, an election may possibly occur any
day, and again I say that the Governmens
have no hope of doing anything further wiih
this Bill than utilising it purely for window-
dressing purposes—that it is a scientific
election dodge. The ideas in it we agres
with, because every man in the community
recognises that something must be done in
the matter of rural education, including
such education for our girls. But no Bil}
with a lot of fourishing words was necessary
to establish the Nambour Rural School—it
was set up merely by a new regulation under
the existing Act; and, if it required no Act
of Parliament to do that, why is one neces-
sary here? Why should hon. members come
t> this House and waste their time because
the Government have outlived their usefui-
ness and lost their initiative, and so ocall
upon boards to help them, bringing in pro-
paganda in the shape of Acts of Parliament?
I do not blame the Minister. Probably he
has been asked, “ What is the particular
thing you are going o appeal to the couniry
with?” and this 1s what he has brought
forward. 1 do not say that, if others were
in power, they would not do it, I am going
to support the Bill, because 1 agree with the
ideas contained in i}, and I hope we shall
bs able to improve it in Committee.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I agree with the
title of the Bill, and, in general, with the
principle it contains. But I think its intro-
duction is rather belated. Had a great deal
of the money which has been spent in
technical education been spent some years
ago in the establishment of rural schools and
in giving the people in the country the
opportunities which the people in the city
have of educating their children, wo would
not have witnessed the rush of people from
the country to the cities and towuns. I have
visited the Central Technical College on
many occasions, and have taken a keen
interest in it. 1 do not begrudge the children
the education they are obtaining there at the
cost of the people of the State; but, as one
who has spent the greater part of his life
in the country and who knows the educa-
tional disadvantages in the country, I con-
tend it would have been much better from a
country point of view had a portion of the
money which has been spent on technical
education been snent in fitbing boys for rural
occupations. Instruction in numerous trades
can be overdone. A great number of the
children who are now being instructed will
find it very difficult to get employment in
those trades.

Hon. W. Foreax SMI1zH: It is not so much
the trade as the commercial subjects.

Mr. MORGAN: The scope is unlimited in
regard to rural occupatioms. Provided we
have markets properly organised in other
parts of the world, we cannot overproduce in
butter, wool, meat, or anything we export.
What would it matter if we had another 100
or 200 men growing sugar-cane? What would
it matter to the wool, beef, butter, or wheat
industries if we had several thousand men
connected with the growth of those products?
It would not interfere with the price, because |
we have the world’s markets to consume any
surplus. But it is possible to.have too many
persons engaged in different trades, and that
is ‘where unemployment occurs.

HoxourasLE MEMBERS conversing in loud
tones,
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Hon.
members ought to have consideration for the
<« Hansard” staff if they expect to be cor-
rectly reported. Hon. members certainly
have the right, if they desire, to indulge in
conversation; but they should not do so in
foud tones.

HoxourasLe MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAX: I want to complain of the
differential treatme:t of the people in the
country under this Bill, compared with the
people in the cities and towns. This Bill
provides that, if it is desired to have a
school  established in  any locality, the
Government may require that one-third of
the money shall be provided by the people
who desire the school. Are city people asked
to provide one-third of the cost in regard
to the establishment of technical colleges?
The hon. me nber for South Brisbane to-t.ight
advocated the cstablishment of a high school
in South ¥risbane. If that is established,
will the people of South Brisbane be asked
tc provide one-third of the cost? Why should
the Government differentiate so far as the
people in the country are concerned? I am
against that prineciple. The Secretary for
Public Instruction will remember that at one
time, if we desired the establishment of State
schools in country centres, we had to find
one-fifth of the money. I came to Queensland
with a group of settlers. We had no school
within miles; we wanted a school, and I,
with the five or six other families, had to
put my hand in my pocket to help build a
school  so that our children should be
educated.  Yet at the same time, as a tax-
payer, I had to contribute indirectly towards
?uxldmg schools in large centres of popula-
jon. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIGC INSTRUCTION :
They had to do that in large centres of
population, too.

Mr. MORGAN: That was abolished unani-
mously by Parliament, because we recegnised
that it va» a bsd principle. Yet the Govern-
ment sre iutroducing it with respect to this
particnlar measure.

The SECczErary FOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
If they choess to do it.

Mr. MORGAN: That is only a subterfuge.
The Gover.ment are not prepared to take
the responsibility of saying to the pecple of a
district which makes an application, “ Owing
to existing circumstances we are not pre-
pared to Luild the school.” We had the
system of guaranteed railways. In order to
prevent people making application for rail-
wags 1n certain localities. thev were told
that they would be put under the guaranteed
system.  The Governme:t of the day were
not game to say to the people of that
locality, “ We will not construct the railway ;
you are not entitled to it.”

The SECRETARY

~ Who abolished it?

Mr. MORGAN: I voted for its abolition.
. The present Government abolished it; yet
they are going to introducc the same system
in respect of these schools. Where is their
consistency ? It is a wrong principle. The
Government should be strong enough to take
the responsibility of saying when a school is
necessary. The earrying out of this Bill will
depend on the financial position of whatever
Government may be in power. This Govern-
ment have not stinted the educational

FOR PusLic INSTRUCTION :
You didn’t.
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facilities of large centres, but to a certain
extent they have done so in regard to the
children who live in the bush. I have had
schools elosed in my district owing to the fact
that the attendance has not averaged nine
or over. There is any number of places in
my district where there may be ten or eleven
children.

The SKCRETAKY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
They have rot been closed when the average
attendance has been nine.

Mr. MORGAN: If the average attend-
ance has not been nine over a period of three
mionths, the school has beeu closed; the
attendance may have been eight in one
moxth, nine in the next, and seven in the
next, but the average attendance has not
beer: nine, and the Minister has closed the
school. There are nine children receiving
ny cdueation at all, except by means of
correspondence, or in some instances an
itinerant teacher may visit them once in

three months. The aggregate number of
children thus receiving no education 1m

Queensland may amount to thousands.

The SECRETARY FOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
How many children would the hon. member
keep a school open for?

Mr. MORGAN: A child in the country
is just as important as a child in the town.
1 certainly think a school should be kept
open where the attendance is six or seven.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Vou would pay rates in order that £20 a
year should be paid at that school for each
child ?

Mr. MORGAN: Is it not worth it? Does
not the hon. gentleman think that the
teachers in the cities could teach a few more
children, and thus do with fewer teachers
in those places?

The SECRETARY TOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The teechers are growling now because they
have too many children to teach.

Mr. MORGAN: The bon. gentleman
showld control the teachers and not allow
the teachers to rule the department.

The SECRETARY TOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I do control the teachers. I have not
appointed a teacher for two years.

Mr. MORGAN: T have read where depu-
tations have complained that schools are
overerowded, There are many places in the
country where there are no schools at all.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do
nobt want to restrict the hon. genticman, bub
I do not want him to discuss that matter on
this Bill; he will have an opportunity of
doing so on another occasion. I ask him o
connoct his remarks with the Bill.

Mr. MORGAN : The Bill proposcs to place
the children in the country on a different
footing to the children in the city. I agree
with the Minister that they should be on
the same footing, but that is not going to
be so under the Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
More capital has been sunk in schools in
the hon. member’s clectorate than in mine.

Mr. MORGAN: I represent an area of
about 20,000 square miles, and the Minister
represents 1 or 2 square miles,

The SECRETARY FOR PPTUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
1 am talking about the capital value in the
electorate,

Mr. Morgan.}
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Mr. MORGAN : If it was not for the fact
that we had the schools in my electorate 1o
send children to, there would be no Brisbane.
It is the people in the country who keep the
pmple in the city alive. It is the people
who go out into the bush whose children
are not sufficiently cducated to occupy the
same positions possibly as the children of
the hon. gentleman,

The SECRETARY FOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The people of the city are just as necessary
a» the people of the country.

Mr. MORGAN: If we produce more than
is required for local consumption, the surplus
is cxported; but we do not get any greater
price for the produce consumed locally. 1
would like to see the provision calling upon
local authorities to pay one-third of the cost
wiped out.

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC INSTRUCTION :
They are not forced to come in.

Mr. MORGAN: When an application is
made for a technical college or high school,
a report is made by an inspector, and on
that report the college or school is estab-
lished or not. The people are not asked to
contribute one-third of the cost in that
instance; and why should they be asked to
contribute one-third of the cost in the case of
the establishment of country schools? If an
application comes for the establishment of
an agmcultural school, and funds are avail-
able and a favourable report is made, then
it should be established, or the Government
should be prepared to accept the responsi-
bility of turning it down. The payment of
one-third of the cost of cducation is against
the principles of the Labour party and
against the principles of the Country party.

Tho SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

¥e shall be establishing certain classes with-
Out the necessity of the one-third payment.

Mr. MORGAN : That will be placing the
country people on the same footing ax the
city pcople, but where the hon. gentleman is
gomg to demand one-third of the cost they
will be placed on a different footing. The
factor that should influence the Government
should be whether the district is entitled to
a school or not.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The country districts will not rush it if they
have to provide one-third of the cost.

Mr, MORGAN : If the hon. gentleman has
introduced the clause providing for the pay-
ment of one-third of the cost with the idea of
preventing schools being established, then
the Bill is all humbug. The hon. member
for Enoggera said that the Bill was window-
dressine, I thought the Minister was genuine
in introducing the Bill, and I did not think
it was wil’ldow-drossing; but, after hearing
the interjection by the hon. gentleman, I
am beginning to think that it is, and that
there is nothing in the Bill at all. We are
far behind any other State in Australia in
regard to agricultural education. If this
Bill is properly administered and funds are
available, it will be a step in the right diree-
tion. In Victoria they have got these agri-
cultural schools. They also have instructors
from the Department of Agriculture holding
classes in the different towns for a weck or
ten days at a time, as might be done at
Roma, Chinchilla, Miles, Dalby, or any other
place. In Victoria the poultry instructor
holds classes for a day, and then the wool-
classing instructor gives instruction in a
similar manner. In the various important

[Mr. Morgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Agricultural Education Bill.

centres in Vietoria every year the instructors
from the Department of Agriculture visit the
different localities for eight or ten days for
the purpose of giving agricultural instruc-
tion. The only thing the Government do in
that direction is to draw the

[9.30 p.m.] children down to Gatton College
once a year for a week or ten

days. It would be much better for the
Governmoent to send their instructors into the
centres of population for a weck or ten days
and give instruction to thL people in the
district the same as was done in the days
when they had the travelling dairies. To-day
you want the farmers to send their sons down
to a large centre, and often the expenses are
greater than they can afford, and that system
does not meet the neads of the case in any
shape or form. I give my support’ to the
principles of the Bill. It is a step in the
right direction, and I am sorry that a Bill
of this sort was not introduced and agricul-
tural schools established before technical
colleges were established. However, better
late than never. The Country party will
endeavour to make the Bill a better one in
Committee, and, if the Minister is reason-
able, as no doubt he will be—the Secretary
for Agriculture gave a demonstration of
reasonableness in connection with another
Bill last night—if the Minister shows his
reasonableness by accepting amendments from
the Country party which will make the Bill
a better one, then it will have our support.
The SFCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I promise you that I will accept any good
amendment, but I will not accept a bad one,

Mr. MORGAN: I hope the Minister, when
deciding whether an amendment is a good one
or not, will recognise that the members on
this side are ploducels who have had practical
experience, and that they know the conditions
cxisting in the country. We only want reason-
able amendments, brcause it will not be long
b0f01c we will be administering the Bill, and
we uo not want anything put into it that is
likely to cause us trouble, or which we will
not be able to carry into effect. It has been
stated that these agricultural schools will cost
a considerable amount of monocy. If the
money is available and we can afford it, then
the Government should go ahead; but we
must take intc consideration in regard to all
expenditure whether the cost will be greater
than the benelit received. One hon. member
told us that more money had been spent on
education by the Labour Government during
the past few years than was spent by the
Iiberal Government previous to 1915, The
non. member will admit that the figures he
quoted prove nothing. It may be that so
many more thousand pounds have been spent
in building schools; but the hon. member
knows that the school buildings, under the
present day-labour system, cost three times as
much to construct as they did prior to 1914,

Hon. W. Foreax SyitH: Nothing of the
kind. You do not know what you are talking
about.

Mr. MORGAN : Those figures only prove
that more money has be:n spent on school
buildings. Even suppose the Government
have spent more money on the teaching staff,
we have to take into consideration that the
population has increased, and, no matter
what Government were in power, an increase
in the number of teachers would have been
necessary.

The Secrerary roR PUBLIY INSTRTCTION :
What about the increases in salaries?
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Mr. MORGAN : The fact that the Govern-
ment are paying more to the teachers does
not mean that the children are getting
additional education commensurate with the
increased expenditure.

Mr. WeIR : Of course, it does.

Mr. MORGAN : The fact that the teachers
are getting £100,000 per year more than they
were getting in 1914 docs not mean that the
teachers are any better off, Owing to the
increased cost of living, they are no better off.
We are not getting any more benelit, so far
as the children are concerncd.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBRLIC INSTRUCTION :
Yes; the teachers are more satisfied to-day
than ever they were.

Mr. MORGAN : The teachers may be better
satisfied, but that does not say they are
imparting a better education to the children.
I have heard a number of pcople say that
the education the children get to-day is not
nearly so sound as the education imparted
thirty or forty years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I say the children are getting a better educa-
tion than ever they did.

Mr. MORGAN: Does the hon, member
mean to say that the boys to-day are going
out better fitted to fight the battle of life
than they were thirty years ago? I am very
doubtful whether there is not a certain amount
of pampering of the children. There is such
a thing as spoiling a child. I am very
doubtful whether the present system is not
making “ mollycoddles > of the children;
whether we are not bringing them up in such
a way that they want to sleep on feather beds
and are not fitted to stand the strain and
stress of life,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What has that to do with the Bill?

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member claims
that the Government have spent so many more
thousands of pounds on education than the
previous Government did, and I question very
much whether we are getting the results from
the present system of education that we should
get,

Mr. PETERSON (¥Normanby): Any Bill that
has for its object the bettering of the condi-
tions of the people on the land, or the encour-
agement of others to go on the land, will have
my most hearty support, and it should not be
taken, because one offers suggestions to better
a Bill, that it is hostile eriticism. It is a very
easy thing to accuse an hon. member of try-
ing to belittle a Bill, or to belittle the Go-
vernment or the Minister, by making sugges-
tions. I have stated quite frankly that I
intend to support the passage of this mea-
surc, and, if the Opposition bring forward
amendments likelv to improve the Bill, I
shall support them. 1 notice that the Min-
ister has claimed that this is a measure which
is aimed at developing the country; in other
words, to provide a scientific education to
enable young fellows to be thoroughly
equipped to go on the land. From these
schools they will merge, if they qualify,
into the University. We have to consider
the thing fairly and squarely. I want to ask
the Minister why it is that, when a technical
college is required in the city, or a high
school or school of class No. 1, it is built
at the expense of the State? I1f the hon.
gentleman is sincere in desiring to assist
primary producers to have their children
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thoroughly educated, why does he place in
clause 9 an obligation upon the local autho-
ritics to find one-third of the cost?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is no obligation. That is only in cases in
which they apply for schools.

Mr. PETERSON: The Bill provides that
an application to the Governor in Council
for the establishment of an agricultural school
in any particular locality may be made by
the local authority. Clause 9 states—

“ Such application shall also be accom-
panied by satisfactory evidence that
towards the estimated capital cost of the
purchase and erection or other acquire-
ment of the necessary site and buildings
and all necessary equipment thereof, the
applicants have already raised, contri-
buted, or otherwise secured a sum of
money equal to at least one-third of suech
estimated cost.”

The SEcrRETARY FPOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Nobody asks them to do it.

Mr. PETERSON : If the Minister is sin-
cere in placing country children on the same
plane as children in the cities, and is honest
in his desire that they shall have equal facili-
ties, why is he inflicting this one-third tax
on the primary producers of the State? I
am surc the hon. gentleman will agree 1n
Committee to amend this provision by mak-
ing it less drastic. I hope he will see the
wisdom of doing away with it. If the clause
remains in the Bill in its present form, Go-
vernment members can say to the country:
“We gave the Opposition a chance of obtain-
ing this higher agricultural education, but
theyv would not take it. The local authorities
did not move in the matter—therefore, the
blame is on their own shoulders.” But when
the unfortunate farmer, who, through drought
conditions and other circumstances, is unable
to make a decent living to-day, finds that he
is mulet to the extent of one-third of the cost
of a school, he is not going to secc all the
glamour in the Bill that the Minister makes
out. One is inclined to agree with the hon.
member for Aubigny in his remarks at Crow’s
Nest the other day, when he said that by
the time all these measures have got through
the farmer will be in a position to find out
how he can pay the interest on the money
he will have to horrow to carry on his farm.
I hope the Minister will accent a reasonable
amendment on that clause. We heard a very
fine speech from the hon. member for Barcoo,
who is to be congratulated on the very lueid
speech he made. It is always a pleasure to
listen to the hon. member—although I may
differ with him on other matters—hccause he
thoroughly studies his subject, particularly
with regard to agricultural matters. He
roferred to the wonderful work Mr. Farrar
performed in New South Wales in connection
with the expansion of the wheat industry.
There is no doubt that men like Mr. Farrar
have done great work for this country. and
there is no question that Governments in the:
past have neglected their duty in rewarding
these men in the way they should have been.
But Mr. Farrar is not the only man who
suffered through having brains. How many
inventors have made money out of their
inventions? Tt is generally left to someone
else to exploit their brains, and the result
is that many of them have come to paupers’
graves. As far as wheat is concerned,
agree with the hon. member for Barcoo that,
if anybody deserves a monument from the:

Mr. Peterson.]
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farming community in Australia, it is the
late Mr. Farrar. We have heard a grecat
deal of the advantages of this proposed
scheme of cducation. I have already said
that I believe in the system outlined in the
Bill.  There is one feature which secms to be
forgotten by hon. members. What concerns
the farmer to-day is not that his sons are not
being educated, or that he himself has not
had enough education in agricultural pur-
suits, but the fact that he does not get a
decent price for his produce. How does the
Bill propose to get over that? Is it going
to alter the position of the primary producer
when there is a slump? In 1917 baled lucerne
was sent to the Roma street markets, and
brought £1 10s. per ton. I remember that
one man on the Darling Downs was prepared
to let anybody take his lucerne off who cared
to do so. Take the position of the butter
industry. Why does the farmer requirc a
higher education for the production of
butter? If we are going to ameliorate the
condition of producers, let us show those
who are already established in primary pro-
duction the way to get a decent living out of
it.. Up to the present there has been no
tangible scheme submitted from either side of
the House for giving the primary producers
a better price for their products.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Will you propound a scheme?

Mr. PETERSON: Yes. The mere fact
that I am making a reference to that matter
doed not show any hostility to the Bill on
my part. It is up to the Minister and his
colleagues, if they are sincere in regard to
the primary producer, to sce that some Bill
is brought in under which the producers will
get a decent wage for their labour. We are
also told that the young men who go to
these agricultural schools will receive the
benefit of an expert education. Have we not
already got experts in the Department of
Agriculture—Mr. Quodling. Mr. Brooks, Mr.
Graham, and half a dozen othér experts—
men who stand right at the top of the
agricultural industry? Why are their ser-
vices not availed of to-day? We know that
their recommendations are turned down over
and over again. I am sure that, if Mr.
Quodling’s reports and the reports of the
other officers were given effect to, we shouid
have a better state of agricnlture than we
have to-day. The agricultural vote has time
after time been starved by all Governments
and kept back. What is the use of having
experts unless vou take advantage of their
expert knowledge? Woe have those experts:
but no advantage is taken of their services to
any appreciable extent. Book experts read
up and study how yOu can grow all sorts
of crops; and that may be all right in its
place. I know a gentleman who wrote an
article In “The Producers’ Review’’ some
vears ago on lamb-raising. The other day
he told me that, when he wrote that article,
for which he was complimented by the then
Secretary for Agriculture. he had never seen
2 lamb in his life. and had had nothing to
do with sheep-raising. That does not prove
that the expert is in all cases the most sue-
cessful man, 1 have yet to learn that the
boy who comes out of the agricultural col-
lege and is dumped down in the country on
an agricultural selection with no capital can
beat the farmer’s son who goes on the soil
without education. We have to dovise ~ome
scheme whereby the producers can get a
reasonable living out of their produce.

[Mr. Peterson.
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Unless we do that. all our educational schemes
will count for nothing, The burning question
to-day is: IHow we can better our conditions ?
If the Government, allied with schemes such
as that in the Bill ‘we passed last night, are
prepared to bring in schemes- to further
that, no one will more recadily support them
than myself. We may be able to boast of
the advantage of an cducaion of this &ind;
but of what use is it?

The SECRETARY rOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is ridiculous to talk about both sides. If
you don’t like the Bill, vote against it, and
use somie COMMON sense.

Mr. PETERSON : I will use my discretion.
I am not going to bec judged by the hon.
gentleman’s measure so far as common sense
15 conceined. What use is it for the kon.
gentleman to get annoyed, when we find
there is no co-ordination amongst the depart-
ments?  The difficulty is that, while one
department may have a brilliant idea and a
brilliant Act on the statute-book, another
department will work diametrically opposite
to it. Suppose the Department of Public
Lands settles people upon drought-stricken
areas where it is impossible for them to
make a living, what is the use of a higher
education to them? The whole thing wants
to be remodelled. You will have to deal
with every department in a thorough way,
and not 1n a hotchpotch way. The whole
system of agricultural education—an advisory
board and everything else—must be
thoroughly overhauled, and the whole of the
departments should be made to co-ordinate
and dovetail into one another in order to
got the best results. What is the use of a
higher education to a man placed on a
drought-stricken area when, if he cannot
meet his land rent, he is asked to pay a
penalty of 10 per cent.? There is a lot
of problems for the man on the land that
this Bill does not solve, and the sooner
we get down to hard facts and recognise
our duty to the primary producer, the better
will it be for Queensland.

I want to speak to the Minister about the
Gracemere Rural School. We have heard a
lot about rural schools to-day. The late
Secretary for Public Instruction, Mr. Hard-
acre, was good enough to grant a rural
school for the Normanby electorate, and it
was placed on the border of several other
electorates. I understood when we got that
rural school at Gracemcre that the object
was to erdeavour to instil into the minds of
the children somc idea of agriculture. The
most essential thing in connection with a
rural school, in my opinion, is to appoint a
man in charge who has some adaptability
for the work. You may have a gentleman
at the head of such a school who is a bachelor
of arts, and his proper vocation is to be at
the University or a high school; but to
appoint as head master of the Gracemere
Rural School other than a qualified rural
teacher was sheer nonsense. What was the
result? When I went to Gracemerc I could
not see the slightest evidence that it was a
rural school. There was hardly a tree in the
school grounds, and there were no experi-
mental plots or anything eclse. On going
upstairs you would find some young ladies
cooking scones and some boys showing how
many shavings they could make. The head
master could not be blamed for the system.
If that is the way you are going to devciop
agriculture in these schools, then it will not
be of much benefit to the State. You should
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put somecne in charge of a rural school who
«wan teach subjects that will be of use to the
«children afterwards. 1 have gone to the
Minister and asked him to put such a man
in charge.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Did you ever apply to me to put a man in
«charge of Graccmere school?

Mr. PETERSON: Yes; twenty times.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You never did it once.

Mr. PETERSON : I went to the Minister's
-office over and over again and asked that
that be done.

The SECRETARY FOR I’UBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You never asked me once. You did come to
see me about a friend of yours; but it did
not come off.

Mr. PETERSON : He was also a friend of
the hon. gentleman. That does not alter the
fact that the Minister cbstinately kept to the
same class of teaching., He allowed someone
else to be appointed; but he was only there
for a few wecks when he had to be shifted.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why?
Mr. PETERSON: It is not fair to the

teacher to say why.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Then you should not have referred to it.

Mr. PETERSON: Instead of making it
a truly rural school, the Minister did not go
about it in the way he should have done.  So
far as providing ordinary educational facili-
ties in the Normanby electorate is concerned,
I can «ay that we could not have a better
Minister than the present one, and I can sax
the same about the Minister who preceded
him. I have no complaints so far as the
general educational system in the Normanby
electorate is concerned. But I do object to the
department having a rural school which is
not used for that purpose. It is not put io
the fullest possible use.

The SECRETARY FOR DIUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Tt is. We have sent up a man there who
is suited for the job.

Mr. PETERSON : I am very glad to hear
it. because it will make the Gracemern
School a truly rural school in every sense of
the term. If that is so, I shall be the first
to compliment the Minister. I hope the hon.
gentleman will accept reasonable amendments
from this side, particularly in regard to
that iniquitous clause which calls upon the
country people to pay one-third of the cost.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 agree with
the hon. member for Barcoo in most of what
he had to say. There is no doubt that the
hon. member gives s a lot of good stulf on
agriculture every year. There 135 one state-
ment he made, however, that I take excep-
tion to, and that was in regard to stud shecp.
It was quite unfair to say what he did abous
the Wando stud sheep, because they had
nothing to do with any school at all. The
owner of that stad bred his own sheep quite
apart from any school. and it is a credit to
him to produce a stud like that.

As to the Bill. T am going to support any-
thing that will improve the methods of pro-
duction in this State. No deoubt, in most
respects, we are behind other States in agri-
«cultural production: but it seems to me that
the result at which this Bill aims could have
been brought about by improving on our
present schools. The previous speaker has
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mentioned the Gracemere Rural School. I
might say, with all due respect to the Min-
ister in charge of the Bill, that the Nambour
Rural School is in exactly the same position.
It is not a rural school 1 the truc sense of
the word.

The SrcruTARY PoR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Have you not a good man in charge of it?

Mr. WARREN: I am not complaining
about the man at all; I am complaining
about the systerm. The man is doing wnat
he is instructed to do.

[10 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC INSTRUCTION
interjected. )

Mr. WARREN: The hon. member has

made his speech and has the chance to speak
again, and I am very sorry that he has not
given us more information. Mr. Steele s
carrying out at Nambour every function he
is supposed to carry out, and doing it very
ably., The school there tcaches the girls
cooking. and housekeeping, and millinery, and
so on; they are doing good work, and, under
modern conditions, it is necessary that those
things should be taught. The boys learn
tinsmithing, saddlery, carpentry, and the
like; but, whilst those things are good to
know, they are not rural cducation. Why
should not Nambour be the centre of a rural
cducation—and so give us exactly what the
hon. member for Barcoo has suggested—
decentralised cducation? We could have
sugar-cane and fruit and all the coastal pro.
ducts growing there, and thus have agricul-
tural education right at the doors of the
people who produce them. Of course, we
would be simply fools and not men of the
world if we could not see what this is for,
and I for one, when I see the Government
clutching at the last straw—which is the
man on the land—feel proud of being a man
of the soil. Why are all these things being
thrown to the farmer? If we remained the
ordinary, common garden primary producer,
we would have them marrying us right off
the reel. (Laughter.) '
But I say it would be wrong if we did not
do everything possible to improve agricul-
tural production; there is room for improve-
ment. I am prepared to assist to make this
Bill the most perfect measure possible; but
why should we not utilise the beginnings
we have to get something better than we
krow at present? Nambour, and probabiy
Caboolture, could be centres on the North
Coast line—they should have their truly
rural schools. T do not say we do not need
a board of control—I think it necessary, and
that much of the machiners of the Bill is
necessary—but the rural school shonld be
the first step in this agricultural education.
If the Minister understond the man on the
land. if he knew the son of the soil, ke
would realise that the first essential is the
class of which he is bred, and the next that
he shall be educated right. It is quite plain

that, so long as we go on as we are, we
shall not produce the best type of man. We
are asked to produce—prodnce more and

more—so that our debts may be pald and
that we may be able to export and save the
country from insolvency. I say 1t 1s_ an
absolute insult to the man on the land %o
ask him to produce more, for there is not a
man on the land who would not produce
more if it were possible.

Mr. CoLLiNS : That is the slogan of William
Morris Hughes—Produce! Produce! Pro-
duce !

Mr, Warren.]
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Mr. WARREN: I never followed Mr.
Hughes; th: hon. gentleman did, and he

will be following him again before very long.
We producers are asked to save the State
and the Commonwealth from going insolvent.
Where is the money to come from to put this
schsme in operation? We are as free from
money as a frog is from feathers. (Laughter.)
We have not sufficient for our schools. I
asked the hon. gentleman in charge of this
Bill whether he was going to increase the
vote for schools this year. Ie gave me the
assurance that it was going to be increased.
But where are we going to get the hundreds
of thousands of pounds that are necessary?
This must not be treated in a mean, petty
manner, if we are to get anything out of it.
We are not going to get big men into this
scheme unless money is put into it. How are
a bankrupt Government, who have not suffi-
cient funds to teach our children in the
country, going to get sufficient to carry out
this great scheme? The Government do not
realise that this has been put forward by one
who has in the back of his head something
that he thinks can be worked, but who has
not counted the cost. If our military leaders
had gone into an engagement counting the
cost as little as the hon. gentleman who has
produced this Bill, we would have gone down
all the time.

My, CorLLixs : You have not read much about
the war,

Mr. WARREN: I saw more than the hon.
gentleman did; I did not need to read about
it—I saw for myself. It was the greatest
lesson to see the officers, right down through
the ranks, counting the cost and studying the
results before an action took place. That is
what we want to do in connection with this
Bill. The hon. gentleman has told us noth-
ing; it is wonderful how little he told us.
After T had spoken to him during the dinner

hour T expected that he would have come into’

this Chamber with all the information pos-
sible. We are launching out on something
that has never been attempted in this or any
other State. We have nothing to guide us,
yet we are asked to support the Bill; and,
if we do not support it like a lot of sheep
being led by a shepherd, we shall be accused
of being antagonistic to the measure. Any
true lover of his country wants to put agri-
culture on a better footing than it is on
to-day. But I am not going to follow the
Government blindly, nor am I going to follow
my own party blindly. I will support any-
thing that is going to help make us more
prosperous and more intelligent. I use that
word advisedly, because without intelligence
in producing our primary products we are
not going to achieve the high level we ought
to achieve. We have all the natural resources
it is possible for a country to have. There
never has been a country that has the smile
of God on it to a greater extent than Queens-
land. Yet the results of the last fifty or sixty
rears are startling. If you go along the
coast, you will find hundreds of farms
abandoned.

-,

Mr, CoLLins: Tenant farms?

Mr. WARREN : Everybody’s farms; due
not to one Government, but to all Govern-
ments. This is where education has to start.
You can have all your top-heavy education;
you can have your Chair of Agriculture and
whatever else you like, but, if you do not
have a proper selection of land, if you do
not put men on land which is able to return
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something, you are going to get nothing out
of all your Bills or boards. The first neces-
sity is for the Government to reclassify their
lands. It is all very well to talk about you:
Councils of Agriculture and your agricultura.
schools. Let us start at the very foundation.
not at the top of the ladder—start at the
place where no Government has started !

The Prraier: Your leader wanted to start
at the top—at the University.

At 10.5 p.m,,
The SpEsKER resumed the chair.

Mr. WARREN : One of the planks of our
platform is the reclassification of land. We
have thousands of farmers in this State who
cannot make a living out of their land.
Tiducation must start with those men. We
have placed 2,500 soldiers on the land and
a great number of them will not be able to
farm their land successfully. More than
likely you will find that 75 per cent. of that
land will not be occupied in ten years’ time.
We want a reclassification and a better
system of placing people on the land. Before
we spend £200,000 to £300,000 on a scheme
like this, we must first use a little common
sense. I believe in science every time. If it
had not been for the aid of science properly
applied in connection with the recent out-
break of plague, the plague would have had
a very disastrous effect on the people of this
State.

Mr. PeASE: Thanks to the Home Secretary.

Mr. WARREN : I give the Home Secretary
credit, because, no doubt he tock a strong
stand in connection with the matter. It was
ccionce that saved the situation. A lot of
our primary products to-day are suffering
because of the lack of scientific knowledge
in dealing with plagues affecting them.
Fertilisation is a matter of great importance
in connection with our agricultural industries,
and we need greater scientific knowledge 1n
connection with that matter to enable us to
aet out of our difficulties. The hon. member
for Barcoo instanced a case where lime
and bonedust were applied to land almost
together, with the result that the lime liber-
atod the nitrogen in the bonedust. If we
had the knowledge and we could use the
correct fertiliser in the proper way, we would
not have the losses that we have to-day,
but would be able to save sufficient to pay
the whole cost of this scheme, If this scheme
is conducted in the right way, it will be
worked in conjunction with the present rural
schools, and the children, instead of going
to a trade or farm, could stop in the school
and receive higher education, so that, they
might be able to go on the land, and thus
prevent thousands of the very _best and
brightest of our people from coming to the
city. The man who leaves the country to
come to the city is practically lost to the
State, because he is not fitted to take up city
life, and when he returns to the country
he is not as good a man as he was orlgmglly.
T intend to do all I can to make the Bill &
success, and I hope the Minister will not get
angry because some hon. members attempt
to make it better than it is.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I am not angry with you.

Mr. WARREN: I have always known the
hon. gentleman to be one of the most fair-
minded of men; and, when I complain about
the schools in my district being in a bad state-
of repair, I know he is not to blame for it.
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It is the fault of the miserable Government

he is connected with. (Laughter.) I am very
sorry he is tied to people who starve our
children

The SrCRETARY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
And T am going to stick to them.

Mr. WARREN: I am sorry they are not
able to do better for the schools, but that
will not stop me from assisting them to make
this Bill a good one; and I hope they will
succeed in doing something that will be
beneficial to Queensland and put us in a
position we have never been in before.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): In rising to sup-
port the second reading of this Bill, I wish
1t to be understood that hon. members on the
Opposition side of the House, who may repre-
sent agricultural interests in Southern Queens-
land, should realise that agriculture is carried
on in Northern Queensland. Also I want to
point out tha this measure is a step in
advance of anything domnc in the past; and
that this Government have done something
in that dircction in Northern Queensland.
We have a rural school established at Home
Hill, in my electorate, and we also have an
experimental farm there. I can remember
some thirty-eight years ago in Queensland
when it used to take 20 tons of sugar-cane to
produce a ton of raw sugar. The hon. mem-
ber for Mirani will also remember that. But
we have made considerable improvement since
those days, and in some cases, owing to the
improvement that has taken place 1n the
growth of sugar-cane, 6 or 7 tons of cane
now produce a ton of sugar. I know that is
not the average throughout Queensland, but
it shows that in carrying out experiments in
connection with sugar-cane we have been
able to increase production considerably, and
to-day we are getting 2, 3, or 4 tons of sngar
from an acre of land when in years gone by
we only obtained 1 ton. This measure is
further to improve agriculture. I must
cengratulate the hon. member for Barcoo on
the splendid speech he delivered to-night.
It was one of the best I have listened
to since I first became a member of this
House, inasmuch as he dealt with the ques-
tion as 1t should be dealt with. The hon.
member who has just resumed his seat
referred to window-dressing, and several
other houn. members have done the same,
Why did they not deal with the principles of
the Bill? Is it a good Bill, or is it not a
good Bill? That is the question. If it is a
good Bill—if it is in the interests of agricul-
ture—why do they not say so? At anv rate,
the tendeney is in that dircetion. I do not
intend to delay the House, as I only got up
to let hon. members know that there is an
agricultural industry in North Queensland,
and we who represent the North believe that
we should have the same advantages in the
North that they have in the South. I hope
that every consideration will be given in that
direction. I notice by the Bill that a local
authority or local authorities can obtain a
school under this scheme by providing one-
third of the cost, and I have no doubt that
provision will be taken advantage of in the
near future. But it is just as well to make
it as widely known as possible, because in my
travels in the North, owing to the fact that
we have got a real Tory press in North
Queensland, I find the people practically
know nothing about what this Government
are doing. It is quite true that the hon.
member for Townsville gets his speeches
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reported in the “ Townsville Bulletin,” but I
do not get mine reported in that paper. I
wish to let the people know that there is a
measure going through to assist agriculture,
or, in other words, to bring about a more
up-to-date system than that which we have
got at the present time.

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): I beg to move the
adjournment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.





