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TUESDAY, 25 JULY, 1&22. 

The SPEAKBR (Hon. \V. Bertram. Jiarce) 
tuok the chair at 3.30 p.n,. 

Ql'ESTIO.'\S. 

ESTABLIS1BiEXT OF PH 'fCHE FILJ\I lNDllbTRY 1:-,; 
_\. rSTR.\LL\. 

:.1r. SIZER (Xumla!;): asked the Premif'r-

,, 1. I:Ius his atrcntion been dra"\V.!:I to 
a l'('·'olution passcJ b.;' the Brisbane 6UiJ

branch of the Hclumecl Sa,ilors and 
So1cliLr~' In1pcrial Lt•aguc of Australia 
objecting to tlH~ (•X('{ ·":i\Yl' dis-mni11ation 
of forclgn ideas i11to our national lif~ by 
Inean.s of intportt•d fihn::; shown at the 
picture thl~atrl':.;;, u nd urging that action 
be t.tkcn to enc;ure at least 50 per cmn. 
of the iilnHi shown in each prugram:me 
~hall be of Australian production'{ 

'' 2. As uch action '"ould assi't in 
dcYl'loping a keen Au':ltralian Sl'lltiHicnt, 
and at the 'tllllC tinH.~ a",f'i't in Pstabli;::;h
ing the industry of pi<.:turo-pruduciug iu 
our 1nidst, is ho prcpan'd to co-opt·ratc 
"ith the othN' State Uo1·ernments ~nd 
Conn-r.lunwcalth Gon•n1n1e!lt tovn:trd.~ tl1i~ 
objedive? '' 

The PRIQ,IIER (lion. E. G. Thmdore, 
(hil/ayoc) ropiiocl-

" 1. Yes. 
'· 2. 'lhis is a matter which coulJ be 

considered by a Pn:n1icrs' Conforoncc. 

L\i")THTTCTioxs H.n .. \.TlV ..... TG It:.:~:rs o;_ Goy:;._~,:,;
.IJb\'1' HELE:F H.'I.Tl0:~3. 

:\Ir. VO\'\LE::;' (lJaiby) aokccl the Home 
:-:)('<..Tetars-

•· 1. \\'hat instructioiiS were issul'd dur
ing last financial year relatiyc to the 
grailting- of rations to 1nen \Yithout 
dependants 'I 

·· 2. \Yhat is the prc•scnt allowance per 
~,-..,eck in such caSP!:' '( 

"3. \Vhut instructions have been issued 
by him r•.lative to the mpply of ratious 
to persons occupying rcut-freo how;;es, 
but who arc otlwrwioe de· tituto '! 

;, 4. Is it true that ratiollH issued in 
the Inctropolitan arPa are nov: charged 
at retail prices illbLoacl of, as hitherto, 
at wholesale cc.c;t prices., 

"' 5. ItJ the gra11tiug of rations in uuy 
ca:-;c or case"" dependent upon the pro
duction of a rc('onnncndation or ccrtiiicatu 
of a, ur~iun offici eJ '( '' 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR MI:\l£8 (Hon. A . 
. J. Jone3, Paddington), in the absence of the 
Home Secretar,1 (Hon. \V. 1\IcCormack, 
Cairn~), replied~ 

'• 1. Ollicc•rs of police were expected 
to ob crye the practice which had been 
followed for rnany .)'C-'ar:; \Vith rcr~a1_·d to 
travellers' ratiom. 

"2. Except \YhQre circun1st dlccs war
ranted other action, travellers' r ttions 
not cxf<<:din:; 5s. a vv-cck. 

"3. ~ot a\varc of any ir ,truction.~. 
"4. No. 
"5. No.'' 
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API·LIC\TION oF SH'RET.\RY or Axn-REYOLt;-
TIONARY LEAGl'Jc FOR l'EiniiSSI0:-1 TO 
ADDRESS 0PEX-AIR 11EET!NGS. 

}lr. VO\YLES asked the Home Secretary-
" 1. Has an application been made by 

:\Ir. E. J. Price. Secretarv of the Anti
Re,~olubonarv Loa~u2. fo1: a street 1:er-
1nit to addrcSG public open-air rncctings '~ 

'' 2. Has such application bePn granted, 
refused. or deferred? 

" 3. If pern1it has not been grantcU, 
does ho not consi·dcr that, in Yiew of 
the resolutions pas.'::·-=-d anU statemc·nb 
rnadc by doh \;att-:) at the All-~Au~traiia.n 
L>1bour Cong-res' held in :\Ielhournc 
rec:c~ntly, aud also 1n vie\Y of c,·t"nt;... in 
Russia, th0 isf'-q.e of "uch a per1nit is 
n1ost desirable in the pubiic intC"l'Osb; 'f ~' 

The SECRETARY FOR 11INER, in the 
abscnc<' of the I-! ome Secretary. rcpiied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Pern1its hrtv<.' been granted to 

speak in three pLtccr:. 
"3. B'lc ansv.'cr to Xo. 2.'. 

COXlESSIOKS APPI.!ED FOR BY I-!A;IiPDEX
Cr.oxcuRRY CoPPER :i\lrxEs. 

Mr. GREE:'I (Town81 i!lr) ask<>L1 the Sec
retary for J\tlines-

L" 1. Has his attention been dra~,, n to 
a statcn1ent appea.ring iu the Press. of 
the 21st instant to the effect that tlw 
liampden-Cioncuny Copper l\Iinr ~. 
Limited, have found lt n<:ccssary to cease 
bailing and to allow their minP to become 
flooded, ovvlng to the Lu:t th~t thu Uo
vernment has refused certain conces
sions 1vhich wen-' ne'--L'f-·"ary for the 
further w0rking of this :11ine. ~ also that 
the concce-;ions asked for hayc been 
granted by the Government in oth(·r 
ca;.;es? 

" 2. Will ho kindly a unoc in detail 
what concessions havP lx:f~n so appl!l'd 
for, which the GoYern!lJP!lt hes rdusPrl 
to allow'! 

•• 3. ,,-.-hat similar (·onressH us haYC' 
been allov\ eel in other ea.:;( '3: l) 

The SECRETAHY FOR }111\ES replied-
" 1. The statemcTJt ',l'flS r1erused by lDE.'. 

" 2. In January, 1921, the company 
asked for reductions of 30 per cent. to 
50 per cent. off rnihYay freights on orPs 
undor 15 per Cf_'Ilt. on Cloncur1·y branch 
lines to Harnpdcn <lmcltcrc~. Th<' rorn
pany desired rr reduction of 30 per cent. 
on coke from Townsvillc to the smC'lters. 
and 30 per cent. on blister copper from 
smelters to Towns,·illc; also to revert 
to 1919 rates on timber. firewood, explo
si\~C's, a.ntl general stOl'(W. Tlle con1rmny 
also advised that, to justify the restart
ing of mining and smelting operation~. 
the co"[Ylpany n1ust see a rf'duf'tion by at 
lenst £20 per ton of Clp]lcr in tho cost 
of 11roduc:tion) w.hich obtained prior t~ 
th<' dmttiug dm,-,1 of the smelters. I 
called a confcrenc,~ of <'0}1pnr producers 
OJwmting in the Clonc:m·r." distric:: lo 
discu·,; this rnd othc1· n1atters ~sitb a 
vie;y o·f cncollr8.ging the inch1stry: the 
IIPclilpden C,JITllJan:v rc~nsed to attend. 

"3. Owing to the clqwe~,,ccJ eta le of 
the rnurkct. copper prc;d uccrs in dw 
Cloncurrv d113trict arc allowed a 75 per 
~t n-:.. r<. L . .1tc of 1·aihrny frcigbt~." 

T~lPROVE:\lEXTS TO STATE SCHOOLS-X tll\IBER 
AND COST. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (~Vanango) a-;ked the Sec
retary for Public Instruction-

" 1. \Yhat is the number of schooh Ill 

respect of whic.h approval has been given 
for the effecting of ixnprovcments? 

"2. ·what is the number of schools in 
rosl)CC't of which such improvmnents 
have not .vet been corr1n1enced? 

"3. \Vith respect to (2), what is the 
cstin1atcd cost of snch irnprovcn1ents ?': 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1?\i
STRl~CTIO:'\:" (Hon. J. Huxlwrn, 7Jumndl1' 
replied-

" 1. 456. for financial yea.1· 1921-1922 
·' 2. Kil. 
"'3. See nnswer to 1'\o. 2." 

MorKT GRA VATT SoLDIERS' SETTLE~IE;>;T
ARTICLE 1x " BIH~BAXE CcrGRIER. '' 

Mr. WINSTA::\'LEY (Qucenton), without 
notice, asked the Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to an 
article in the ' Courier ' of this date on 
the Mount Gravatt Soldiers' Poultry 
Settlement. in which articL it is stated 
that two lancl expPrts alHl a pron1inent 
parlian1cntaria.n had visited tho settle
ment and declared that the land was 
unsuitable• and the scheme a failure? 

"2. ·will he~ inform the House whether 
the state of affairs cs reported in that 
artirlc is COlTf<~t? " 

Tlw SECRETAHY FOH PGBLIC LAl';DS 
(l-Ion. J. H. Co.nw, Warn·go) replied-

" 1. Y CS. 

'' 2. I haYe n1ade inquiries and flnd that 
the hon. member for Oxley (JY1r. A. C. 
Elphin·,toue), accompanied by two other 
gent]PnlPD, Yisited the settl0nwnt on \Ved
ue"dny lnst, and a(cording1y I Cln coniC 
to no other conclusirm tha.n that the 
artic1~J r0fcrr0d to was the outco1n<? of 
their vi,it. In that article it is reported. 
int:,r alia, that 'the land is quite unsuit
able. hc'illg hilly. gra.-clly, dry, sour, and 
hungry to a. drgree. r:rherc is no soil 
capabl(~ of growing green food'; also, 
' that after :::.on10 vcat';) out of fiftv houses 
r-rcetNl thf'rc are ~nly about tvvcrlty occu
piNl. 60 per cent. of the buildings to-day 
arp unoccupied: that rnt•ans 60 per Cf'nt. 
of failur''s. because at ono time all the 
hm .. l~Ps Dr farrns "\Yf're t-·nanted, but thP 
pion0crs have gone.' The ~e t,y,) extracts 
nppen r to form the basis of the article. 
1 c~-.11 hardly imagine a representative 
of tlw p ·oplc in P:trlianwnt being asso
ci>ttt'd with such a tissue of misstA.tements 
and 111i~rr·prcsentations: but hon. Inembors 
and the gcnnal public >tre fully aware 
of the Yaluc of the hon. membe1· for 
Oxlry's (}Ir. Elphinotonc) utterances, and 
nccordingly now, lmmYing that he formcd 
onc o[ the pu-t0- who bad visited the 
I-1C·ttlcnJC'nt. I a1n sure that hon. n1en1bcrs 
nnr1 th<• ;;-cneral ]Oublic will place very 
litt-.lc reliance· on the truthfulness of th0 
nr~i('k. lTOI.YE'YCr, in fa-il·ne~:-; to the Land 
St·1 tl::nif'nt Con1n1itJ-r ~·. a body of public 
nirih··d n1cn iYho have nw.de a lCcess of 

tlviY yar!ous bns~nr:->.~ ··?nt.cu:prises and 
who control the affoiF of tlw settlement 
of di~cl~argc'd soldif'rR on t.ho land, I 
drsirr. for the infonnat1on of hon. mf'rrJ
bers. to cL a1 with th0 hYo foregoing 
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"xtracts from the report, Yiz. :-(1) 'Un
'uitability of area.' Iu July, 1917, a sub
<:ommittee of tho Land Settlement Com
mittc•e, under the chairmanship of one 
-of the loading land experts and valuators 
in Brisbane, was appointod for the pur
pose of approving of areas suita.b1e for 
ponlh·y farrns. ~Hr. B;:;ard, poGHry ex
pert connected with th'' Agricultural 
Dr.:partrncnt, and 1\1r. \Y. Hindcs, forrncrly 
pcultrJ' cxp:>rt at Gatton College, 1vere 
al-o appointed ach·is•cr' to the subeom
mitlcc. In company with these advisers, 
the subcommittee carefu!lv inspected 
sev",ntl arc~~ts, and ns a rC.3ult it was 
dccidPd to acquire the area known as the 
:\Iount Gravatt Soldiers' Poultrv Settle
ment. In the rf'j_)Ort su bn1ittcd to the 
Land Scttl •mcnt Committee the land is 
tkscribod as well watered, easily sub
divided, and ~Jso a pp roved by the 
<•xpcrt' as being most suitable for the 
purpose required. In vicnv of that report, 
tlr' Land Scttlf:>n1cnt Counnittcc recom
UlUJdcd that the arc ,., be resun1cd for 
-ubdivision into arC'lS suitn,ble for poultry 
falTllS, and action was taken accordingly. 

"'I can no.w leave hon. n1cmbor.., and 
the gPneral public to judg-e for thcn1sclY _'2 

the truthfulness of the'- staternent rnadc 
as the rc~ult of the yj~it of jn~pectiou by 
Hw hon. member for Oxlcy (Mr. Elphin
~ton } and his allPged land experts regard
ing; the fiUitability of the area for poultry 

ttl0n1ellt purposes. 

"' I 1uay aho 1nention that the super
Yi::>Jr of the settlcn1cnt, \Vho was brought 
frorn South Australio.1, and who is recog
nlc ~d as ono of the fl11cst poultry cxp.:rts 
in the Cfonnnonwcalth, has udYised lllC 

that frorn thei1· convcrsatiou '~" ith him the 
h,:o r.JV'gLd land C'Xpe.:·ts \vho acconl
pFuir·.] the hon. member for Oxloy (l\lr. 
EJphinsLonc) sho,vecl a. lan1cntable ignor
ance of all matters pertaining to com
mercial poultry farn1ing. 

' ='\o sojl cap1 blP of groT~·lng green 
In re-gard to this :rnatt( e, I have 

to f:-tV that iL'·t.rudions '' •re i::--,uod to 
,.. ubdi~Tidc the area i11to holdings, each 
holding to include an area capable of 
gnnving suffici0nt green feed for up to 
2,000 he1td of poultry. Thi~ was done, and 
a careful inspection of the blocks will 
disclo'<o thcee ar·oas. In a report sub
mitted by the supen·i,or to the Land 
Settlement Gommittcn on 24tn instant, it 
is stated that ' the cont;nued adYico of 
gro\ving green feed has resulted in n1ore 
green feed being cultivated than at any 
1 imc previously.' I may add that prac
t.icallv c.,, erv settler on the scttlPrnent js 
gTO\' lng gi"'en frcd, thus dl··approying 
r,hc assertlon that th0 3oil is jncapable 
of gro\Yjng green feed and that th 
sottiers had to purchase gn0n food in 
the city. 

" (t.) ' Sixty per cent. of hou~.Ps or farn1s 
unou·upic"L' In l'('gai··d to this n1is
>' att•mpnt I mav state that there W'"re 
fi ;ft cy-fivc i:mproyCJ blocks in the area, all 
of \\ hich £'XC('pt ono had Le en oC'eupicd. 
,\t the present time thirty-seven were 
or·cnpicci, and not t~\yenty, as stated in the 
artirlc. The reason thnt the re n1ninin;:; 
eighteen blocks wt>re unoccupied is not 
on account of failnrr, as stated, but on 
account of the action of the I.anrl Set.t.l<'
mr>nt, Com111ittce, who hacl insi~ted on the 

holder of oach block PJJgaging in the 
industry for whirh t.lw holding was 
opened, as this ~c,ttl\..'llH~nt had been cx
ploitf'd by some "ho had only selected 
the holdings to rc•cPi\·e thr• special bone
fits connected therewith. At the present 
time appliutions for so\ ral of these 
purtic:ns arc being considered. and re
allotruents arc lx•ing rnade at t1n· ru_ lt' 
of O"'i: l' bvo per rnonth. 

"I rlo not desire to dwell further on thi., 
rnatter, but only to add tl:at bad the hon. 
mcn1hn for Oxloy (:\·h. Elphinstone) 
wishPd to obtain t}H~ true fact., regarding 
the 1\Iount GraYatt Soldiers' Poultrv 
SettlPnlcnt, it was op~ n t.o hin1 to peru~O 
reports, etc., at the Der;ntlncnt of Public 
Land~. and, jf ,d0sirHl, faciliti•-s 1.·vouJd 
have been affor,dcd hiu1 to in,,pect thP 
~r~Ulerncnt. The hoil. nH~rnbcr for Oxlcy 
had, ho'.• ever, taken a different course. 
and had lent himoelf to a visit of inspec
tion, the result o£ which had been the 
publi( .tt-~on of n n <;rtid,~ tcetning \Yith 
gror:-.; n11sr presentations. 

GOVERN:\IENT 1-lE::\IBEIU::\: .Hear, hear! (Lout! 
Oppu· .. ition laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER (flu:·11et/), ,,,ithout notice, 
asked J\h. Elphinstouo (O.dey)-

'· Is he in anv ·,a v connected \Yjth tL~_· 
report vvhich ap1_r· r; iE to-Jay':-o, ·Ct,ur: r' 
with reference j., t'w tragic st..te of 
affairs ut the :\lount Gravatt Soldier· 
Scttlcro.cr:t ?" 

=ur. EL2III~STO.:\E (O.rJcy) repliecl--

,, I, by invit .1tion. acconi 1 J-U!1l:.~u a 
part;v· th<:Lt vi-it.c•cl tiw l\IDunt Graxatt 
SolJier / Sctt1crnent last week. I tla w 
a gn'U t deal that w a opl'll to cri vici~n 1, 
but I \YJ.., not idcnti!iC'd in a11V rnanner 
with the report V1 ltich .appc•al·s in tu
day's 'Courier.' '' 

,1LLLGED SALE OF ,',rsTH.\LU.:-1 BEEF AXD 
~\IuT'roN TO GEIDIY Y. 

;\h. :\IOHGA-"1 (.l!uri!!.r), \Yithout noli< 
a ,,li:_~ d the Prernicr-

'· 1. Cau he confirt~l tiw report app0'lf
ing in Uw · Dail.v ~.iail' that 8,000 ton-5 
of Australian beet ;uJd 2.0' ) tons of ,\us
tralian nn1tton h~;Yc bePll Eo1d to Gf'r
lnany? 

"2. If not, '.Yill lH 1nrrkP full Jll

quiries ?'' 

The PRE:\HER (JiuH. E. G. Theodo;·e. 
('hillaurJt} repiir-d----

" I arn afraid that I uutnot thro1Y any 
light upon the' Jnul"tt>r l'.Cf('rrcJ to, ;1_1 th~' 
Jl!'\.YSpaper:::-. 1\ly att~ntl<lll \Ya'3 < ll.1c·d tiJ 
it, but I h·.lYC nu o-fficial infonnab')ll 011 
the ,ubjcct." 

TRADE V:\'IO:\'S il'.H.Ol'ERTY) BILL. 
THIHD H~:;nnxu. 

Tbo "\TTOR:\'EY-GE:\'ERAL 1Ho;L J. 
::Jullan,. FlintltJS) : I beg to 1110\"C 

" That the Dill be no·.v ruul u. third 
ti--,lc-." 

Qne,,tion put and passol1. 

lion. J. 311tllan.] 
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CRI'\1IXAL CODE A~IE:nME:'-<T BILL. 
THIRD RK\DTXG. 

Th0 ATTOR:-JEY-GEXElU.L: I beg to 
rnovc-

" That the Bill he now read a third 
tirne.'' 

Question put and pasS< rl. 

LA::'-iD TAX ACT AME:'\Dc.IEXT BiLL. 
H.E.HTJIPTIO~ OF Co~D:IITT:CE. 

(:lfr. Kirwan, Briobanc, in the c/,,ir.) 

Mr. DE)cCO::'-i (Uunninyha;n) : I beg to 
rnove tlr- insertion of the fvllo,Nlng DO\V 

ciau~o to follo·w clause 6:---
" The followiru~ 1-.U b· ·cti on is add eel 

to section thirt~:Pn of the princilHll 
Act:--

(J.) If the ovYTICi' of t.ny l~nd having 
all unimproved vtllnc excecdntg £2)500. 
but not exceeding und ~ituated 
not less than t'·'·elvc horn t1~' 
uearL"·t raihva:· lint-', lJl'OYC·J to tho 
\atisfaction of t~;e Co~1uni·. ,io1wr that 
hr: regular1~· and cultiyat.•s 
fnr cr0ps in C'OlllH ~l]s agri-
cultural or dail'='ing or gr !Zlllg pur
Rnits part of hi ai-d lr:ud, he shall be 

to CX0lll.tJtio_l i:rotll land tax t·:.> 
extent of th~ uninr:_u·ov:_•d v . ..luc: ,__;{ 

the saic} pa~·t. Lut in EO. C<l .J ~~h~:l s~cll 
CXC'lnptlon ne grar.:.tcd 111 n ,L)l'Cl! Ol a 

gr(_at. r unirnpro-..-lcl v 1nG tl: 1.11 
£1 500." 

The amcnd1nent 1vill in1pro' (' the positioll of 
the man vvho is situutCd far a\va~; fl·orn a 
ra;lwav lino. a'l he must haYC a CO!.lsidcrablo 
area f~r tho" pln'po P of c .:rrying Dn grazin,.;s·. 
For ir: . .;ta ce, 1 f th' uni1nproycd Ya1uc~ wer
<£2.500, and th,~re <Ycrc £1.000 worth oi 
i··nprovrlncntr the total Y' h.::.P 1.vould be 
£3~500. If th~ o\Yncr got an inco1110 c .. : £525 
per an1HLll off that kiE l of country---wh~ch 
would be \~C'r_v good ou the: ayc·rag.~-he 
\\·onlJ haYe to pay an inconc: tax of £14 and 
a lund tn:: of £1"3, or a tot-d of £~2, which 
i; nlto'rcthcr tcJo much. If ho llad £3,0CO 
unin1n1-o .... Ted yaJuc, nncl an ir:cornc of £600. 
lw \vou: 1 pay £18 15'. income tax. and £36 
land tax, or £54 53. altogothCl'. If he hacl 
unimproved land up to £5,000-tlwt is \vhrrc 
the c ,.~(·n1ption stops~[ulcl hafi an income' of 
£S·75, h1R i1lf'0Plf' t IX ~-~ JIIld lk £46, :JD(l-his 
land lax £95-rnore donblo his inco;ne 
ta"--or £141 If hC' <H're a b.:s:· 

BHt'! \\Tith the c~:1n1c c~·-nount of cap-;tal, 
v-_ndd cnly haYe inc-.Ju!C' tn-c to pay. ~t 

VI,-Jnhl not m,-,t_tC'r \\'h ··t hi'l bnsinc''· V\ as--It 
could be anything-he would ha Ye £95 l(· .s 
taxatio11 to pay than the rnan on the land. 
It mu~t bo temc1nlwr1'd Thnt. •shr->11 a far np~· 
j.~ ~0 fn:t tl.\\Tnv from a railv::::t\' 1!~1C) j~ 1 
ciiffirult to f_!'et' 1a1JOur. Th(~ la1~d ta~.: \'\'ould 
amon t to 2.1/6 f!Cr r:-n-1. if the value of 
his, 11r0pP!'t~· " £5,000. ~ \ ssunt1ng thut tho 
lund is worth 25. an 0.{Tl' lll!~rnproYcc1, a.n:t 
the area ~.000 acre;;;, the 1ancl tax alone is 
C(ln.al to 5.7d. per ac>rc p-r ilnnnnL Si,.1ilar 
land \Yould he lPt bv tht• GnYCTl1l1l(_ ~1t n.t 6 l. 
pttr acrr-. This is prftcti{ ~lll:-;.~ f·onfl~etlt-inn of n 
JDnn's rapit:d. I nn(L'rstn;ld that th0 Go-...-ern
!Yl(H:t flTC' de iro11~ of (loin~ sornc1:1'in. to 
cncoura(Y"e J'lf"!1 tn bring their bnd nnd-~r 
cn1t1Yr:.bon. and ur-fler this an10ndm,·nt ~0n1C' 
Pncoura~crne'1t \Vrm1c1 be g-iy0n in tl1at d-ircr
Hn!l. It \vill g]ye 0A0mption 1vith l't'>:,rtrd to 
th• pnrt of th0 f~r:n \V1ll<'h is cuHivn.+cd, hut 
no more than that. Under the term, of the 

[Jlr. Deacon. 

an!cndment, if a raihYay came closer to tht:
land. the excn111tion would di~apncar. I wish 
to nrgo the auH..1-ndnw1:t npon th-e fa ··outable 
f'un;.;idcration of the UoyernlnCLL 

The Til.EASt:RER (T-Ion. E. (}. 'l.'hco,lon'. 
l liill.t(!a<): I do not know what tho h'1n. 
n1Pn1bcr is trying to arhioYo by this .a.nend
rtL'ltt. The exc,·npti0n fro1n land l",_,___x of la,nd 
bei11g usecl fvr agric:1l· tu.·.__~ I, da]l·yins·, or graz
ing purpo~cs np to a Yaluc of £2 50J is. 
provided for in clause 5, which WP 11ave 
abc~~,d:, passed. The hon. Inenlbcr wanL.; the 
cxca;v1ion to be increased to include bnd 
('X< ''t~ding £2,500 in ;,-aluc but not excf-,~dirJg 
£5,000. A man mav haYO a farm, ttnd 11, 
!na~,T <:tlt::J ha"·e l<:~ncl 'in tov:n of considernb~e 

o 1;20 and he would be entitled to an exemp
tion from lnnd tax "' 1th re~ pert to the to\Yll 

l:n.id under this anlOnlhnent. 
I\Ir. l)EAtOX: I rru1 not referring to town 

lnnd. l a:·1 referriug to laud situate J uot le'· 
thrrn 12 1niks £rorn a raillra_;. 

The TREASt:RER: Clause 5 nwk"s full 
lH"OYi~iDn for an cxc 11ptioli frorn land tax for 
l 'nds up to £2,500 in Yalur__ If '' nun uses 
l<:u:d :or agriculture up to a ~ aluc ( f £2)500, 
he '\\ill get an e~x:unption fron1 lo.n.J tux,. 
<l"~cl OYf'l' that amount the exPn1ptio11 j~ £300. 
The hon. n1e1nbcr fur Cun!.ilugham proposes 
arr arnc-ndrrrcnt to giye a 1n n ~,;, ith £5,000 
v orth o[ land an L'xe1nption up to £1,500. 
but I can .ot ~ec any l'Cl· on for 1--:.1uking thflt 
concc: sion. I rc-·o~n!seJ pt'rhapr-, that land 
J:Ot lee., than 12 n1i1L froul a railway rnay 
110t l·,,. fully u2cd fur agricultural pttrLJ?~cs; 
but the uuimproYed v-aiue of that hnd >nil be 
cou..::;(_krably le_,.s Lccau~'(' of the di~~nncc frc:n1 
a raihvuY. \YlJilc 1al!d of the ,autc quahty 
nf'·UT a J~aihYav \Y~il he Y::lucJ a'· a 1nuch 
higher ratf'. T1l(' Bjl: is 110t fLdl1( .-] for th:c 
rnirnc-e of }~J.ducil;g pC'O~JlC tu .r..::o in for 
graZir.g \'\There 1 hc l<i iH} ought- to l ~ used foe 
: ~:Tir'ultu1·c. The hnn. 111 tnber'~ tuncndruent 
\Yould Le g-iYing tou great. a ror.cessiG:l, nnd I 
crn:nct ngrcc to it. 

1\~r. DE.:.COX (('1tnninu!t un): quite 
nndcrstaLd that th--, B!ll ]H"O\-id!'5 a~ f'"'\::Clllp

tion fl·om 1 nd tax for land u:Jdc!.· cultivation 
up to a ...-alue of £2,500. hut I 1\ the' value 
incrca;cr! to £5.000 on land not than 12 
PJilL fro1n a. raihYav. I know cas"'3 where 
bn{h sitnatc•d more than that di>tancc frlJm 
a railv .1\' cannot be ~ubdiYidtd for r_gdcu1-
turt. If part of thnt hnd i.:; put nn~er 
culti \-,, t-ion, then 1ny aHlondrncnt \l, iH proYHlc 
that the O'IT:er of that land shall receive 
C'-'--:• rnption frotn ]ancl tax for tho area he ha", 
u:1der eulti-nltion. The ..-alne of tho land 
und<•l' cuJtiy·,tion rnight be £5LO or ~t rni,Q'ht 
be £1)000; but, at an\,. ratn, he 1voui·d not g"E·t 

rxL :nptlnu for In ore than £1.500. 

1\Ir. BEBBI?\GTO'i (Drayton}: I think 
tht_, an10nchnf'nt is certainly justified. I 
be:lif'YC the Treasurer nnd everJ;body e1so i::
de irons of enconraging the cnltivatiun of 
bnrl ]o~""g di&t<\nCPS fron1 rail·"--ys as much 
a,, poc:;ibJc. Bc~Tond 12 miles from a rnil-

wa.v it ;, alnw ,t imnoesible to 
[~ p.m.] mniw culti,-ation pay at anv 

price, ;;o that I think the smflll 
amount of r0Iiof propo.~Prl by tho hon. m·-:-m~ 
be i:> fully justified. The remainder of the' 
lcnH1. \Yhich jg Hnrnlti,·atcd, h11s to compete
,, ith \Yc•stcrn fTrrzing lrrnd, ,,-hjrh could b(' 
10;-;,,pd at an~.Tthing fron• £2 to £4 I'l<?r square 
rni1"'. TJ1c r:J-,rrrr::::nr0r kno\YS norf0ct.lv ~ ell 
tha.t tllcre ar!.." prarticfll1y r!1il1inns of acrr'; 
of land in Qne0n:-:lanc1 golnc:;- bq.Tging for 
tonants at 8s. per square mile, D.nd yet the 
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nlen for 1vhom the hon. n1en1bcr for Cun
niHghan1 is making representations aro 
paying o,bout £50 a SCJUarc mile, that is, the 
Fulnal and all other ttuation on land 
vvc·1tb £5.000 will run to lx•twcon £40 and 
£50 pt~'t· ;;:qnan' ruilP. You can only graze 
('c:tt1e on that laEd, and those { attlo have to 
CO:Jlp<'le ith ·lo< k :;razed on Lnd that is 
only pa:vi 'lg' £2 a jlW-rc n1ilc. Tho hon. 
mc;nber kno~,c_c2 tlwt 20Q rnilc~ inbr:.d frorn 
T<nvn~Yillc the bulk of the lanc1 is leased for 
onl v nbont 10s. a, snnr. re n11le. There aro 
rnii'lions cf acr0s len~ed at that figure. 

The TRE,\.[I:~RER: They are gPtting it prett~, 
( h_ (p, 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOJ'\: The:: may bA getbng· 
it prctt:· chuap, but the other man ha.s to 
CODJpeic IVith thcn1. \\~e k1'0\V that SOlDC' 
n~incrs in th~. t CJuntry 1vho were get tin~~· 
about 4 oz. of gold to the ton had to aban· 
do11 th~ ir daitns bcco:use, if the rivers ere 
iH flood. tl1 ::y knew they ·-.·ou:d not get any 
food for about three rnonths, and thcv are 
also Jff, :::J.cd bc.T drcPrht. Tho~.c are r8asons 
wh;v t 1 tc L1Hli i:"l chc ;:q;. 

:l.ll'. S\L\Y:\E (JI:mn"j: I desire to '''llll
port tb .. ~ an1cndn1Pnt. \Yo 1nu::;t ron1cn1bf'r 
that thi~q~J change a~ the ye:1r'; go by and, 
as htts Lel'n pointed out Lefore, \H-' SC't'Dl 

to ha·>'o nearly rc.:.chc<l our lirnit in stocking 
un, under natural conditions. I thin:\: ~olnC
";hf'rc about tlw "n1nctic ·3" w~ reached oHr 
rC'corJ. aPd for about t·ccnt;-!he ve.o~..rs \Vl' 
h V•· fluetuat~d under and OYl~ r thotSO figures. 
\\~hen the sc:-~~or.s ha,·e been ~-ooLl \VC hav0 

then1, and tl~f' Sf snns h._,vn 
vve ha Ye go:rr:._ i hea1. I con to: d 

poin~s to th<' lll'oLability th~~t under 
co!Jdibom-;) d p ndiH;_:; '·'':lOlly and 

on nu.tur:d. f!:LLSSC'3, we h::-'VC' abont 
tl our liinit of ca1Tying c1pacity, anJ) 

1\ e y ~tnt to i1~crca-:-c it, 1,Ve shall ha Ye 

to f_ ·) in for grazing· on artificjal gra~S(_ 
on thC' hti1ds nearer cur railwnvs~iu fvct. 
u c the pluugh nwrP·-a;:;ccrt:tiuii-lg first, of 
cour~r-, tl1' best drought-rc-;,istant pa -tun~-·
J-:- t.c-Pm-:; to mo that dH' tLmt•nc.lluellt is Vl·ry 
far-reaching end \Y-ill r'ncouragc tbc adop
t~~n of ncy· rn(:thor3 .in tbi~ regard. "\ny
trnng t}wt tenns to J,L'"'rc;~,:; our f 11ryiLtS 
car·· teitv !'1hould h~l'\'L' ( :( eneGUffl ';0ITH•nt. 
and. it the rcuov.t! of tax ,,.;n a>si5t 
it. then tl1c tnx should ccrtn.inl_v L-:: rcmoYed. 

:,rr. :':iOllGA:\' (J£, ,·i/'a): I i, ~-'' it th t 
th,, illtcntion of thC' Bill and of the Trc.t
sercr is to ('XC-:llpt froLl t _'.xation ~~rhuL n1a:v 
be looked upnn as a EYing area of la.:1cl. 
Takn rnv O':n case. I Jjyo 31 rnih~s fron1 a 
raihva.v.~ and, in order to n1ake a livin~", I 
cultivai··-\ on the aYct·age, 150 ;J{'res n, yt' .. ~r. 
gTo'.ving 1.vhc lt, n1t~izc. :slld other crops. but 
011 the• l'i':;t of the 5,000 acrc•s. O\Ying- to the 
fa('t that I mn ~q far from a rail·.T ay, I 
haYe to go in for gra.zin,2"'. Thnt ]and is 
lcnso11olcL bnt. if it >'.er~~ fro:~hold, it would 
b0 vnlned <1t 10s. an R.('rc-thflt is a Y0rv lo;,v 
Yalrc '-Ol' a total of £2.500. and I ·.;·ould !l•)t 

get excrnption fl'CJm land tax in any shape 
or fonn. 

rrhc TnEASlJRER: You ,,:ou]d get tbo £300. 

iHr. ~TORGAX: Yce. bnt that is all. It 
cnnnot be the iu:cntion of the Tre1.:...uree to 
:'-1-:pert.<P a rnnn nnrkr those condiiions? 

rrlw TrEA81"EF'll: :\0: bnt 51UC]V VOU can
not ur;"e that 5.000 rrc:'. if cultiVat''f~, is 
1'f'C'-'!~" ry a~ a li-..·ing ar0a ·? 

1\Tr. :l.IOi\G_\N: I have l;arBl'>· made a 
Ji,}rg- nn '1F~t la;1rL 8or00 of th :t hnd has 
l1 -·'-'n thr<,\Yll open under oc'-'upation license, 

Le cans<' the men who took it up unclt l' lease 
\Votdd not rPrnain upon it. l~nfortunatcly, 
the Gov~·rnnll'nt value _it at 10~. \~']H~n th0 
GoYcrrJn1cnt opened it fpr selection, not-
1.-:it-hstanding that it was JWH r land, tb:-y 
.,.,]uc-d it a\ 10s., and 12,., !lnd even 15c. an 
af'l'c', r:.nJ th.e -5c](, tO s rh_-'--~iYecl a r(•duction 
o~.virlg to the fact thr.t it contained a quan
tity of pear. 

The TREAf;T.::RER: Thr prc- ~nt G-overnrncnt 
put n1ore rPa::::onab1e valuls on land. 

I\Jr. ::YIORUA~: 11' wu nt:rkJ an appli(a
tiou to hnvc th·- rent reduced on the ground 
that it has been nyerYalncd, Hi" prc,c-nt 
l~oYcrnrnc-nt will not n~ducc it. I jnst quote 
that e-t···~ to show· that th0re is ever\' lTason 
fo1· the amcndm0nt. I fed sure thllt Hw 
lwn. geut lelnrtn is not out t(J L x t.ho n1an 
'':ho has only a liYi11r5 are~,, and I rnaintain 
that in sorne case" 5.000 acr1 .. 'ti uot rnore 
thr;n a liYjll'; nr .a, 1nor: t for tho~c 
n:t('D sitnatC'd like mysc.Jf and rnany others 
in th2 die ~rict, from 30 lo 50 miles from a 
railvi·ay, and. Dn s1nall areas on whi .. ;h they 
contbinc 1nixed fan:uiLg with ~razing. If 
the nnwnd·uent were it would 
e~>ccurnge tho~~) pcopl(' \Yho at prcsr-nt 
time are strug,gling lHldcl' nd\'Cl'SO circuln
s1 al~CCS. 

}~r. EDY\"~\I~DS {~fun(tnuoJ: I hope the 
'I'i ·aH<rel' ' ill an:,_: pt th· anH'lHlrneut. I 
'.:id gi YL~ a concl'('t" c,h ... C'. A n~ 'tn in our 
di~trict kno',n a~, •· The Corn I(ing," with 
t ,-o of :1i.., ·,o1u. t<)Ok ltD 1 nd 22 miles a .>:n,y 
frotn a railway. k 

l\1r. Ct)LTJ!\S: Yon aro oppo~!d to tho land 
tax altogt:thcr. \Vh~r not ~ay 20 '{ 

:\lr. ED\YARDS: I a.m not in hvour of the 
land tax up to a livi11g aroa; I ha Ye ;ai-d 
that again and agn in. 

rrh<~ 'I'lU~A~fCREll: \?',That is tho value of iho 
land in the case you are quoting? 

Yir. ED\VARDS: The improYcments they 
made created its value. Thcv cut down the 
ecrub and did the >.-hole of the work them· 
selYc~. That rnan ca!'tcd his n1aize 22 rnilos. 
}le was the biggest lnaizegro>rer i!l that 
district, alld, I believe, 0110 of the biggest 
in (ucen~land. 

'l'hc Tr,£AS'CRER: \V ill he not get the exemp
tion wo are fH'o,·iding under this Bi]l? 

Mr. EDW ARDS : The exemption necessary 
for a r:1an in a big way like that \VOuld not 
Le g-iYen. I b0lieve the Tr( v·urer is out to 
h,".;' land cultiv:1ted "hich is some distance 
frorn a railway. 'rhe n1ore of such land c 
get uudcr cultiYation the Latter it will be. 
l\la1YY solclie1·s haYc bc~n placed on areas 30 
and 40 miir '· away from a r11ilway, and they 
are attcn1pting to culti~, ttte it. I think on 
t•vr-i·v occ:asion th0y should receive the 
(;xen;ption. 

The 'l'HEAS l:RER: l.'nder tlw Bill they will 
!lOt havo [0 flay. 

~\[r. 1\IOORE ULul,i(!".ll): I \>Ould like the 
Treasurer to give further consideration t:o 
t.hi,; rn·,tter. The object of 1 c1e land tax IS 
to bring !and under cultivation. The ho11. 
rnernbcr for Cnn11ingh<nn is not asking for 
the exemption of the whole £5,000, but only 
on the portion cultivoted. ·when you con
sider the r-xpenses such n1en have to under
take to get their produce to 1nnrket and tho 
difficuhics the~- have to overcome, you ·will 
see the:· are snffcring- hordship. Th0 grant· 
ing of this COllCf-".-:ion wiJl nu~an very liLtie 
loss to the Taxation Department, but it will 

:lit. 31oorc.] 
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men,n a, good deal to the man who is a long 
•.cay away from the railway. 

Th<' 'IRE.\Sl'RER: If he is cultiYat.ing hlnd 
not exceeding £1,500 in value he •,ill got the 
<:'xcmption notwith··tanding the total value of 
the holding. 

~1Ir. i\IOORE : I cannot read that into 
lau,-u 5. It seems to mo that the exemption 

is rut out altogether \'dH~n the value reaches 
£2,500. I think the Treasurer is reading 
jnto clanse 5 son1cthing which is not thoro. 

The Tmc.\S\'llER: You will admit that would 
Le the """" if tlwre were two p:urds of land. 
j ''lY that, so long as the area he is cul6-
\~atin;; do~s not exceed £1.500, notwithstand
ing that the total value is greater, ho will 
get the cxer:nption. 

l\Ir. SIZER (\'undah): I think that what 
i hl-l hon. rncrnber for Cnnninghanl v:ants to 
get ai; is the case of a fairly large c;;;tat~, 
·where a rnan has a Ct'rtain quantity 
uni1nprovcd. The hon. member desires that 
that rnan should have t\YO separate a~ses,~
ments-one for the area which he has culti
Yatecl, o11 which he would be entitled to the 
~;rcatcr exemption, and the other for the 
port.ion \Yhich i., unin1p:roycd. That \vould 
H$':3ist hin1 very C01lsiderab]_v. I hope the 
TrPasurct ,vlll rnake that cl('ar. 

The Trm\ST.-RER: I ha,vc made it clear half 
a dozen times. 

l\Ir. SIZER: I do not think mrrny hon. 
rnombors undc1'stand thttt clause 5 rneets the 
<'rtsc of th" hem. member for Cnnningham. 
That hon. rr1embcr vvants a special exemption 
for that portion of an estate \Yhich has been 
cultivated; in other words, he \vants to bo 
a!lo\vcd to rnake t\YO aS"'iL·· ·~rnonts~onc for the 
greater area \-vhieh is unin1provPd, and a 
separate one under thc-.;c provisions for the 
area which he ha-. cultivated; thus entitling 
him to differe-nt c-zemptions, and l<"'<ming 
his taxation. The fact that he will get a 
greai('r Pxen1ption on land -.,'- hich is cnlti
vatr;cl ·will have the effect of breFLking up 
large est a tcs; and that, the Trca~urer ~ays, 
is rhe object of the land tax. 

:\[r. \~0\YL'ES (Dulby) : Thero 'ecm' to be 
a goud deal of doubt abont thi~. Per~onally, 
I am c atisfied ' ith the assurance of the 
T'rC'afinrcr. If that i ,, to he the Comrnis
::..ioncr's clctern1ination, it settles the whole 
bu~iness. 

:vir. T. IL R,OBERTS (Has! Tnrnroom ba): 
YYhnt i~ l'X~·rci::ing n1y rnind is the paragraph 
1n c!auo;o 5 whJch r:-ays-

'· If the unln1proved value is over 
£2,500, the e-zcmption shall be £300." 

I take it that the hon. member for Cunning-
hem \n.nts to provide that whern land is 
over £2,500 in v-alue, the o~vncr '"ill g·ct a 
,;poria! exemption up to £1,500 for the por
tion which he has cultiY<cted. From the 
:;;tat·~mHlt of the Treasurer, I cannot 8ee that 
hP will get that exen1ption. 

:\Ir. U. P. B.\RXRS (ll'rmrid): The 
nw .. tte1· j::; not, b. rtnv rneans c1C'rtr. The 
Tn~:uwtcr. by intcrfeetion. indicated two 
d1ffcrcnt lin0~ nf argunwnt. One \Yas thrtt 
a nHlH ...,,:ith a 1n·op0rty of £5,000 unitnprovcd 
Yaluc 1voulJ be able to xnake a living fro1n 
that •rea. nnd there would be no reason for 
allo\Ying hirn t') participate in the full cxen1p
t ions under :his BilL On tho other hand, 
th» 'l'rcasnrcr aLo iudicateJ that the owner 
,f such an area would participate in the 

r 1!r. Jloorc. 

lwneGts of this Bill. Which is right? Hon. 
1nembcrs on this side of the Chamber are out 
for thn encouragcrncnt of industriPs in eYery 
\Yay possible. 

:'.Ir.· CoLLTKS : For the bcmcfit of tho big 
n1nn. 

:\Ir. G. P. BARKES: This amendment 
will have the effect of bursting up big hold
Ings. .t'\ n::an \Vith 5,Q()Q acres n1a.p cultiv cL tO 
a portion o£ that land, which will have the 
effect of enhancing· the ya]ue of adjoining 
hmd·.. and clos.e" scttlemeut will follow. 
That mcam that there wiil be a "ubdivision 
of big holding>3. Hon. tnembcr~ on this ~icle 
rl·sirc to know what the clause rcallv means. 
1

1
t it 111C~tns \vhat the Truum.rer says~ it doe>. 

t<~cn it should be set out clcarlv that that 
is the !ncaning-. \Y 0 are out to~ assist n1en 
t~ make t1vo blades of grass grow where pre
vtou-.;Jy ono has b2cn gTO\Ying. \V e arc out 
to help thc man who is going to holp him
~clf-the tnan 1vho vvorks under adYcrse con
ditions on aerount of bc-illO" far rcn1ovNl fro1n 
raihvdv conYPnicnces. It 

0

necds onl~,¥ a little 
ref:lcctl~on, follow,ing on the adn1issi~n by the 
Trcnsurer. to convince one that an ovvner of 
su('h land shou]d recc•iyo Drnc bend1t, and 
it \Yotdd onl:v b0 a .impl() n:attPr for the 
Trcasnrrr to ~1grQc to the anwndrnunt.. 'T'hP 
arncndn1ent is so1ncv:llat cornplic:atcd, and 
c.;ould be m<1"-lc_, clearer. aud at the 8an1e time 
cn1body the iclC'as dcsirP<1 by the Tr;a,,urcr, 
'0 th:Jt latc·r on there will not be anv divor
~1t.: of opinion vi:hcn thu taxcr:athPro~· con1es 
round. Hon. mcmbl'rs on thi's side of the 
Committee will be satisfied to accept an 
a1nenchncnt ernbodying those conditions. 
E-vcl',\' cnronrag·c·1nent should be giyen to 
the nwn who goes out to cultiyah"' la!:Jd under 
1nost difficult circurnstanccs. Ho should ah;o 
bP relicYcd of taxatioll. I hnYc verv much 
p1cnsnrc in supporting the amendn1e~1t. 

Mr. .J. H. C. ROBERTS rl'itt.ncorlhi: l 
hopo the TrPasurer 1~·-ill ar 'Je,pt the .anwnd
mf Lt. There is a nuu-:b~r of -scttleL~ on tht' 
land bclm\· the 1\Iain lhngc, in the' \Yc,·t 
::.\Torcton dif'h·ict. Th0v nl'Q <:'ttlcd 1:3 h) 
25 tnllf'..; aw:Jv fron1 n~·ihvnv li1 ~) , and 1.-h;· 
roads are in ~a very b:Hl .Jatc. Tb~~y han: 
construdcd somp roaflf" in (,rd('l' to ~·-t)t then 
Drr:durc t) rnarkct. Thev a1·c c,.1 n·yin T on 
;J;J·irultnral anrl grn,~1ng' pu1·suitc:, · a·1· a 
ycr.'.·. large ro1·tion of that laud !· Yury poor 
quality· gTaz1ng eountr,\T, anr1 probably- would 
not br worth n1or0 than f rorn 10'-'. to 15~. au 
ari'f". in the opinion of lno~t pPopit~. At a 
di,-tallcc of 18 to 25 mile's from the mih\-av 
ljlH~ it i~ Df:'C'f•'-.;:: ;l'V to haYP from 2 QQQ t~ 
2,500 a.r-rcs of land }n order to n1ake a .11·\-ing. 
I would a~k the TrPa:.;urcr j£ a nwn owning 
]and of an un!rnproYcd value of £1,500 to 
£1,750, and holding land of a valu· of £250 
to £300 clo~rr to the raih\ a.v lin(~. is to 
receiv-e the full exemption applicable to lund 
of an un:in;pTr;ved ya.luP of £1.500, or will 
he have to pay the tax apnlir tblc to land of 
an unimproved v-alue of £2.500? 

]l,f r. G. P. BAR::o;Es : Tlw Bill c ays he shal! 
be taxed on tho basis of an exemption of 
£300. 

-:\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Yt's: hP hall 
11ot be ~llowctl an cxernption of than 
£300. The Trce.surcr chonld that 
th"sc men de· crye a-, 111uch a '.si:;;;tancn a
men \Yith srna1ler areas cloP~'r to et raihva\r 
line. Thr- \Vear and t0ar on hor,~'(',~ nnrl 
harnc:;;~ in going 18 to 25 miles to the rnil
\\'nv lino i~ ·q>rv con.;;.idPrahlf'. Th-:- i-rwon
Ycriience that settlers arc pnt to under thlse 



Land Tax Aot [25 JULY.) Amendment Bill. -153 

circumstances should al>o be taken in to con
sideration. If the Treasurer will not accept 
the amendment, he ohould at least set out 
clearly what cxcmptiom a taxpayer l"i 

entitled to. 

The TREASl:RER: lion. gentlemen oppo
site do not ·:.cern inclined to accept 1ny 
explanation of clause 5, and they dcsirn that 
the clause f'hould be rnadc clear. I arn 
Ciuit(~ \Yilling, \',hell it C0ll1CS to the prOpE'r 
~t.agc, to ask for the reccnnrnittal of thP Bill 
in order to nwk(' elau~e 5 quit" ·delln1t,. 
aml providing that, whcu a landow11er has 
land of greater value than £2,500 and uses a 
portion of that land fur cultiYation, the culti
vated pmtion of that land ehall come nndcr 
the exemptions provided in the Dill. 

I-loxOlJI' \BLE IllE~lBERS : Hear. hear ! 

Mr. DEACOX (r!unnin(llwm): In vie\\· of 
the Trc·:tsurcr's promise- to a1n0nd clau::ie 5. 
I a·,k lea-·o to "·ithdraw the <tmcndmcnr. 

_\rnenrhnent, by lcaYP, withdra"-n. 

Clause 7-" Rtpeal of section 14 ''-

The TREASCRER: I beg to movo the 
insertion, on lino 12, after the ,,ord 
·• repealed," of the following words:-

" a11d the following· section i,, inserted jn 
llcu thcrC'of:-

[14.] (l.) 1\otwithstanding anything 
contained in this ..:\et, land ovvned bv a 
mutual life assurance society shall· be 
chargc·d land tax at the rate of 1 wo 
pence in the £ on each and every £ of 
the unin1proycd Yalue of all such land, 
without any cxPnqltion a~ pro...-idt_•d b.v 
sectio11 eleven of thi' Act. and 1f such 
unimproYed value in the aggregate 
exceeds £2,500, in ]ipu of sup,_r tax w 
long as such tax is payable, an addi
tional l<tnd tax shall be charged at the 
rate of one penuy in the £ on uwh and 
every £ of such yaluc. 

(2.) For the pnrposcs of this section, 
a mutual life assurancf~ societv n1ean~ 
any life assuranr•' ~ocicty all~ or part 
of t:JP profits of which arc di ndcd 
among the policy~holdcrs." 

Since the Dill was rlr ,[tcd. there lns Lern 
a di.cn~''"ion as to th~~ wi:--;dom of applying 
tho full rate of taxation to rnnfu<tl life dS'Ur
ancc.;;, and two deputations haYE' vvait,,d oH 

JY.{~ in connection vYith the nHLtter. The qnes 
tion ''"a,, also raised on thl' Rf'cond l'radin'~ 
of the Bil i. I think the amendment '.\ill b ' 
a fair one. Instead of n1ntual life a,surancc 
~ocietic, conting under the incicl('llf'e of taxa
tion proYitlod ir1 the principal Act, jt js pro
posPd that the tax paYable b·- thorn 'hall 
be 2d. in the £1 on ::tn unimproYcd ya]uc 
not exceeding £2,500 ;u.d a super tax of 1<1. 
in the £1; lmt th<' ·Hpt'r tax \' 'll only 
appl,:~ '-whi1e the ordiruny ~upcr tax i_, cJ.r
rcnt. I think that will b,' satisfadorv le 
th0 et "npanic"' ~ 

=\Jr. YO\YLEi'l (Dr!IIJJJ): During the second 
rc~ading of thP Bill I l'f•ferrcd to this 1nattcr. 
and I a:;::krd the Trca;;;;urrr to shovv ;;:on1c g-ood 
reason wh,- mutual life societio'< should bo 

brought under tlu• Land Tax Act. 
[1.30 p.m.l \Yhcn thf' matter was under 

r0v1ew on a preYions orca~ion 
the Trcasnrcr sa,id he hoped that, in the 
course of timP, he woulJ b2 able to reduce 
the taxation generally "Whirh was b0inr," paid 
hy mutual provident life assurance societies. 

Tho THEAStTRER: The income tax; we were 
discusoing the income tax. 

l\h. VO\YLES: I said taxation generally. 
The hem. gentleman eould not rednce the land 
tax "lwn they paid no lanJ tax. Althoug-h 
we Jind that promise is on record in 
"Hansard" we ilnd uo'v that the"c com
panies n.xd asked to pay taxation in a DP\Y 

form so far as land held bv them is con
cerned. It must bo eonsid,;red that the·-e 
mutna1 proYidcnt societit'S arc co-operativ<> 
'oci0tic'··· and the shareholders hold the land 
co-operatively; that is, they un~ CO-lJUl'tnel's 
in the \\-hole of the properties of the society, 
land or uthen\'isC'. Iu oth0r cas(-; \Yhcro three, 
peovle arc joint O"'IH:r"~· of a 1)icce of land, 
the fact o( each of them haYing a third 
inter< 't in the land will rcduc0 the amount 
of taxation, bec:mse. if the ono-third interest 
o11ly rorrJe:.; np to the taxable mininnun, then 
the whole of the land is exempt. That being 
;-:;o with reuurd to private' individuals, Y\?hy 
should \\·c" uot apply iho principle with 
gre>etPr fore<' io institutions that we all 
clesi1'0 to cncoul'age, that ir~, co-opcrativo or 
1nuiual life a~surance .socieJ,·ies? I do not 
think thP UoYcrnrnent are giving these socie
ties the cotbi<\eration that they should, and 
thcv have not reckon0d on tlw fact that one 
of thPs0 ~oeict1cs in 11articular---the _\nstralian 
~1ntnal ProYiclcnt SociPtY-in which man,,~ of 
us arc policy-holdcrs-lu\o lent vast sum~ of 
mmwY. not onlv to the State. but to the 
Comr{wnw0alth. • Thcv lent the. State money 
when the State was very wuch in need of it. 

The TREA~CRER: The Australian Mutual 
Prcwident Society tlrc, v0rv friendly to the 
Uovernm0nt. ~ · 

:\Ir. VOvVLES: I suppoce they ar0. 
found YOll 1nonev when no one else 
find it.· . 

The 'l'REARl:REll: I do not ay that. 

Thcv 
would 

l\fr. YOWLES: I am informed that the 
Australian :.\Tutual Provident Society hold 
ovN £7rO.OOO worth of Queensland Govern
nwnt dPbPnture~, the average rate of inier,jst 
bPlng only 4 lH'r cent., and tho corr1pany arc 
onlv allowed to dc<lnct £100,000 from their 
taxablC' incorrw. That is a very loY;' rate of 
intcrc·-t. 

rrhe TRE \SCBER : rrhclr taxation lS Y('rV 
light. It is only 1s. 6d. in the £1 on thci.r 
profits. 

:'dr. VOWLES: The L<tsis of taxatio': lS 

open to criticism. 

The TREASCRFR: It is YCT>. light. 

Nlr. VO\YLES: The fact remains lhat we 
are told that taxation ,yas going to bf' 
decreased on thc-;c socipties. and. instead of 
that, it is being inerpa;;;ccl. , It struck rnc as 
a strange thing that tho Rtate Insurnn<'c 
Offic0, which compete'' >vitb the.,o mutual life 
a."suranc:~ societies. should be plac0d in ;t 

bcttf'r positlon than the nrntna1. provident 
.sociPtif :;· It .appears that t.~1e GoYercn~~lcnt 
arc- talonu: a httle extra taxation out 01 tnese 
people '~ as to put the polic.--holdcr··l in a 
wor>ie po,ition thnn the polio:- -holder" of the 
State In~uranco Offtc<'. 

The TRr\Sl;REH: Thr't'O i· not much in that 
argurnPnt. 

:\fr. VO\VLES: I ln10\Y that there is not 
vcrv 1nuch rnoneY eonccrnctL and I know 
that the compron!isP which the hon. g- ntle 
man is offering is one \vhich will be accept
able, hut it is not what the companies asked 
for. They desire the cx0mption which they 
haYe had in the past, and, by way of <J 

compromis0. the Go\'Crnment are onl:v half 

Mr. Ymclcs.] 
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taxing them_; but it is putting them in a 
,yorse IlOSltion than the State Insurance 
Office. which is in competition with them. 

The TnEAS l'RER : If the State Insurance 
Offic0 were taxable under this Bill. the 
amount it would pay each vrM would be 
£~ . . 

:\It-. YOvYLES: That is because it is in its 
infancy. The Australian l\.Iutual ProYidont 
Socioiy is not in its infancy. and the amount 
it would . ha Ye ,to pay <?n its property is a 
\·c-ry ( Otlbidcrahto sun1. Ho\A ever the amcnd
rue11t n1akC's Ow position a littic better so 
far as tlw ~ocietir>8 a ro concerned, and it 
places them m Queeusland J1ractically in the 
~an1e position as they are in ~ew South 
"\Ya)os. . Th,cre arc over 200,000 policy
holcwrs Ill r,uc :mland. and the interests of 
all these people will ·be taxed. I do not 
tlnn:, that was the intc•ntion when land 
htx::dion was first instituted. For very good 
rca.;;ons the:" 1.n~rc exempted :in the beginning, 
and no .lrootl rf'ason has been shown to us 
YYh:: the:· should be included nm,·. 

. :1lr. SI?:ER (X1mdah): I intend to oppme 
1 !le amell(.hncnt .. I.t certainly is an iinprove
uwut o.n th~_. ongn1al propo"al, but H.t the 
~rune i1nu-" Jt son1owhat \V< akcns the arg-u
ulen~ .. in so far as the principle of taxation 
on tifc assurance con1panic'J is concerned 
Either the Government are riO'ht in no\~ 
ra::::i~1g then1 or. they ·were-' WTo~1g in their 
ong1nal exon1ption. The GoYernrnent. adn1it 
th_at thc;y were inflicting a hMdship in the 
!31ll as 1t stan;ls, and no>v thPy are atten1pt
:n1g t~ tone 1t down by this amendment. 
T11at IS '' good argument why the amend
tnont should be opposed, and ,\th\ life a~sur
ancc . con1panic., should be cxcrl1pted fron1 
taxabon so far as land is ~oncerned. \V c 
ha,:e .rccog-ni8Ad the principle that friendly 
societies should be exempt from hxa tion. and 
there is no intention) under this measure. to 
t;~ frjcnd]y. 80~ieties in any shape or forn1. 
11 npn~Hy socJetles and n1utual Jift: assurance 
soc1ctif'S arC' more or less annlo:-~ous; but 
t~1crc. i~ n ~pght diffc_rcnc-0 in thiS rr-,pect
tna~ 1n fi fr1endly soc1ct.v a contributor does 
Jrn;·e ::;omo bon:fit hirnseJf during a tlme 
of sickness. but, 111 the err'•) of a life policv 
lt 1::.; on]y -th0 d ·pcndr ,1t~ of the ~t~'-'Ur(·d 'vll~ 
reap an_v benefit. 

The rrRl:!:AReRF.R: That is not rd"\\avs so. 
The holder of a policy may gd. ihe SUl'I:cndcr 
,·alnc. 

l\Ir. SIZER: It is gencrallv so. In the one 
{~asc the n1an is exempt and in the other ca2.-' 
he is not. This taxation will not fall on tho 
w~surod. but on hi" dependents. The dcpcn
del!b- will g-Pt a little less when the nrincipal 
support of th,, family has gone. For that 
reason no difference should !le made between 
friendly societies and life assurant'o societies. 
Assume that a I~an invested £50 in banking 
shares and he died, and another man at the 
same t.imc invested £50. in paying a pren1ium 
on a hfe assurance pohcy, and he also died. 
The Government '':ould oi1lc" charg-e probate 
and succcs::Ion duties on £50 in the case of 
!he man who took up banking- shares; while 
111 the case of the man who took up a life 
assurance policy they would probably collect 
probate and succession duties on £5.000. 
'I'hcreforo. the Government would reap a 
;~uch greeter ~enefit from the investment in 
ufe a.:;surance tnan they Vi.rou1d fro1n the man 
who put his money into ordinan' banking 
shares. I admit that there is not 'a bio- sum· 
involved in this amendment. but the h~ation 
will fall on the dependants who are lea•·t 

r Jlr. TTozvl.rs. 

itble to bear taxation. The principle is recog· 
nised in the FPderal Act. under ,, hich life 
assurance societies arc ex'cnlpted from land 
tax, and it is also the same under tho New 
South vYalr·s Act. This particular clause is 
inconcistent with the 0ther clauses of the 
Bill, the principle in all of which is to grant 
rehcf to those v. ho need it. There will be 
about fiyo mutual life assurance companies 
which ,vill be affected hy the clause-the 
·\us!ralian Mutual Prm·ident So'iety, the 
'\[ttJonal J\Tutual Life Aosuranre of Austra
lasia. and the Colonial '1\Tutual Life As.-,.ur
<lnce Socjety, amongst others. 

The Tm '.SmlER: 'I'hev are not all mutual 
companies. " 

J\fr. SIZRR: I understand that the onh 
con1pnnies ·whirh ·will b0 affpctecl arc 1uutn~l 
ron1prtt1ic, of "'.Yhich th(\rf' ftl'P a bout fivP. 
, nd that th(~ solita,ry proprietar~' cornpuny 
will not hP affected in ~:ny e•hnpt' or form. 

The 'I'IlE.''·l"RER: Berau·-0 it is tnxrrhlc J;o·.v 
~lr. SIZER: I un(1-::,r~ta!.Hl th ~t a pr ·)

pric>tflr~v ro!n]Hln~- w.hirh do, 3 not o\vn }~!l.d 
pa~ ~ ne tax. an cl thnt the only cornpB,nles 
which y,·ill he affected re [;ye mu: LHtl r<YD

p:~tJios 1vh-ich O'-Yll land. 

The Tiu:.\SLEEH: rrhat is incorrect. 

:\Jr. SI7;ER: I .do not kno·., \Yhcthor it l:-> 
i IH?orr;::, ·t or not. 

'rhe r_rllEAS CRER: Vv,..ill you not take rny 
assurance? 

:VIr. STZER: I think the hon. grntlern~n 
has 1nad0 a rnist~lu'. I \VOnld ask the Trca
snrcr why this panicn]ar c1nnsc~ is a,l~-rled at 
rnviual ~,;cieties, v,,.hich are admittedly of 
gr0at b0ncflt to a large nnm bcr of srnnll 
people in the coinrrrunit~·-the amount is only 
small, I a"hnit-when thn farn1ing cmnmnnlt:v 
ar8 to be ex0mptcd. In vio\\T of tht' snudl 
air,ount invoh·ed. I think the Treasurer 
ought to allow the clause to be deleted, and 
thu~ relieve the mutual life as uranco socic~ 
tics of this charv,e. At present. I undm·,·talld 
thnt tbf~ Australia.n ~VIutual PtcYident Soci('tv 
lhwughont Australia only p:<ys about £40.0 
a year in land t 1.x. I prc:"UD10 tlwt t.lw 
anoount of land tax th · .. t thev will pay in 
QneeDsla.nd. if this arnencln1t:11t is carried. 
will be about ·£500. 

-:;Ir. KF:RR (Rnoar;cm): I do nCJt think 
that the Treasurer ~s ju~tjfi•d in asking- for 
tln'~ ch.us0 and tho nn1('nrlment vv1tho 11t 
g-iving further re ,r;ons for it. The mntnal 
lifP assurance sociL'tics a1reD.d? pay land tax 
vvhen th0y are mortcragecs in po~·session 1 and 
they give the Gov0rnn1cnt conside-rable 
nr;,-;;j t'trice in tho ,\·av of revenue. I am n.0t 
altogether satisG ·cl 'that the amendment i5 
a C'Ompromisc on the part of the rrn asurcr. 
T~ appcll's to me that it is a reduction on 
large a.mount::::. from the n1nxin1Pn1 of 6d. in 
the £1 to a minimum of 1d. in the £1. The 
alteration would bc-

Lefs than £500--1d. in each and evt'l'Y 
£1: 

Over £500, but le·" than £1,000, Hd. 
in each and every £1; 

Ov<'r £1,000, but less than £2,oro, nd. 
in each and every £1: 

and so on until the maximum 0f 6d. 
in th0 £1 on uni.n1proved yalue IS 
reached. 

I think a ggod deal of the land conc('rnc d 
may ra.nge under that vnlue. Tf t.hat is ;o, 

I nnnot sr0 how the rate of 2d. is going to 
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b_o of ,any ac~istancc .. Dut it is the prin
C1lllo O.L rmp?sing taxation on son1ething like 
200,000 pc!Jcv-holders o.f the Auotralia.n 
~-intual ProYidcnt Societv ·with \Yhich I am 
concerned. The hon. n1~c1nbcr for ~undah 
dealt with friendlv societies. In those socie
ties, certain fundS are ycstcd in the hands 
of a few to use for the benefit of t.hc many. 

Mr. HARTL~Y: It is used to rob people of 
their policies. 

~l .. r. ~(EH~1;:. It is not. easy to rob people 
~J/ thu,l~ po~lclcs. I .t~nd'i:: it i>S a pretty 

gan1e rnan who Y.-Jl t ~-a,-;~ that the Auo-
tralian I\Iutual Provid•,nt Soeieto,- robs peonle 
·of tht)jr polic-ies. ~ J. 

)VIr. H >.RTLEY: I say that they robbed mo 
ut a £500 policy. They are a set Df ,harks. 

1\Ir. }.,:_ERH: That is son1t>thing -which the 
lwn. _ Dll't11bcr dare noG say ourside thi~ 
Ch< :>lb•:r. The mono. in !he·. hands of the 
.A~u::tral1an ~Il;tnal Prondent Soeic+v is dis
tnbuted in bont,:c,'~n tu tht' ]1o} i(' _:~-0\VlWrs 
'.-~I:~l arc n1ostly \Yorkers. In ')U~tkine,- 01~ 
~lllci- rnatt:r, IV.' t~o not take fh0 an1ount 
lili:ol~:-P·d ]D!o cr)llSlder~~tiun so nnwh as the 
prn1r1pl0 ot th~ thlng'. Fricndl~, ':3ocieties 
arp exett;Jpt, !llld a] rrade union-. The 
trade unions llnposn a lt~vv {Hl tlll•ir rncm
~er~, _and, should a t:trike {;erur, the rno;:ev 
IS pu1cl out to _1-h_e rncrnt . Th!'rP, aoai1;, 
.arG rr;utual f50C1£tles 1vhil·h are exc1npt h·orn 
,_1x~bon. \Vc kno-,y that. in regard to 
~·ac1ng club<, the land on ·d1ich their Luild
tngs arc ercC:ted is ex•.'Inptcd

1 
anct thnt jg .-~ 

bad c~cnYptlon. Th0r(• ~s a nu:uhcr of 
anon_1ahcs 111 regard to this 1na.tter, and we 
should ~ot attc

1
n1 pt. to rcrno\ c tho~c an.omalir- '· 

b~. putLing a oureicn orl to the n1utual life 
assurance societies. Tlw fol!Dwing figures 
show the SUCCePSIOll duty rCC'Ci YC·d in this 
St~te fr_om the proceeds of life a3Sur;wcc 
pol:c1cs rn 1916 and 1921 re61Jectivc1v :--

1916-£322.000; .. 
1921-£660' 000. 

That is an increase' of ovl~r 100 per cent. 
'l'.h(·rc, <:Lg~i_n. v;;e arc ut n disnd\·antagc 
<-'~!npa~~Pd _ \VltJ:. some of the othr·r Statr-... ] n 
) rctDna the mcroase was only 47 per cont. 
1 f any argu1ncnt \YOre ne(•ded for unif1cation 
it \-. o~-dd be in _the additional taxation \vhic}~ 
:s ben1-? pla{·,;rJ. upon . ..-'\.n_"tralian companic:::; 
to-d_ay l)y the ~1~fercnt Stat_rs. \V c propo:.c 
to rmpo.;e a.ddrtwnal taxatiQn on them in 
Qu.ecr:tslrtnd, but in l\T('W South \Vales that 
taxn~10n is nDt imposed. I hold that we 
.-hou~cl manage our own affairs, but the 
~ornrnonwealth v,-ou~r~ bP justified in step1)ing 
In and not allo\1--nlrr th(""38 cornnanies to 
suffer .±he dis:tbiJities o undrr y,-hich 

1 

the", n,; ,_) 

la.bourln~·~ to-clay Cornpa11ios in this ·sta.te 
wdl transfer their capih! to other States. 
an~ also conve1:t their land into leasehold 
unet(~r thc'".e circnmstanr,Js. I ren1crnb0r 
that, when the Bill to establi,h State insur
.apeo 1•v.as brought in and on suhs0quent occa
'lons, rt wa.s sble<l that the best thing fDr 
Anstr~ha to do ·v~ as to takr~ oYer insurance 
nnd g1~·{• a decent State pnlic.~-. Tn-day the 
State Hl:;:l.a'ance Department is different to 
the mutual life insurancp sociotic-.o, as the 
Stat.e In.~t~ranc;_; Dcp~rhpont is o_ut to rnnke 
.rrc:fits w,;nle tl~n n1uhu11 cornpnni(S are not. 
llns dause 'nll giYe thu State Insurance 
Department 8D adv::tnbtg-P. J trust that the 
Treasurer \vill take into consideration \Vhat 
I hctvc eilid, and not tax the people indircctlv 
Ly th1s n1eans. · 

Mr. TAYLOR (lFi?ul.wT): I very much 
regret that the TreaGurer has seen llt to intra-

duce this taxation of mutual life assurar:ce 
societies. He has not told us \vhat amount 
he~ expeds to reC'eive horn this fonn ot 
taxation. The rnain object of son1o of the 
principal clau;,;c;; of the Bill is to assist. tht: 
•;mall men. \\'o have been talking aoout 
;,ssisting the producer and the man whD is 
rn8kiPg his liYing by cultivating the soil. 
Lo~Jk.ing back over the hi~tors of Au~tralia, 
t:Yl'I·yotH!: I take it, will bo pre1Jared to 
l'•~eognise that the rnutual life as~u.ranc..::
-:wiet!cs have done excC'llcnt \YOrk, parti-

cularlv --0 far as the ~.rnall rnen are con
cern(•d. The friendly societic·· ha,ve also Uone 
excP,llont ·work in their particular line. To 
Lring in such a t;~-,.,~ as this just now· is n1ost 
inopportune. It i not a proper way to 
impose taxation at alL I do not think we 
:--hould adopt the principle of taxing Inutnal 
as nr<:li1Cf~ cotnpanies like tho Australian 
~Intnal PrcH-idcnt Socit:ty aud other rrrntual 
l i Ec• c.asuranee < O.ll])fli1ies in cxistencl 111 

..:\u·.tral1a to-da'{. There iR 110 doubt th_·~t 
tbis taxation ";ill rcdueu the benefits \\·hicl1 
otherwis1· \Vould ac:1·uo fro:n tho;:;c in~:uancc 
co1npanies to the depcndents of those ·.d1o 
hayc thrir liycs insl!rcd. In the pa t tht· 
life RSqna:nco •_,\)ciei ie~ haYc proved of grer.,t 
bondit to Qut~ensland and Au~tralia, owir:g 
to ~he fact. that the thriftv iu~.-estcd their 
:-:ayings in snch institntious. ~ l \Yoll rt, __ :::ollt'r..:t 
hat, wl1cn i \YaR young man about to g£:t 

rnarried. I proposc:d· to takt' nut an endow
ment policy of £100 in the Auotrali~tn ::VJ:ntual 
Provident Socich·, but the agt<lt induced 
me to take out 'a life policy ·for £200. I 
v. ag ]earniu~{ :1 trade at the titne, Hnd getting 
£2 10s. a ~.ycek, and it \Vas point{ ,j out to 
me that the premium on a life policy of 
£200 would not be yerv rnuch lTlOl'G than 
t.hc prcfnintn on an cn.dowm_ent policy of 
£100. That policy is in existence to-day. 

T'h0 TRK1SURER: _\nd I hope it will be i11 
f'Xi•tcuce: for a long tin1c to come. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. TAYLOR: Tlw policy is nDw worth 
drm]J!t> tcho rtrnonnt that I "as originally 
inwrrd for. I snppo,se there are thousand' 
in the same 110sition a~ my::;clf ',vho ho1d 
not1c1es which haYe incrca~ed at the sarnc 
~·ate. That has been the object of mutual 
life as~urance all oyer Australia. It was to 
encourage young· men ge-tting weekly \~,ages 
to tnk~ out polj('iC"· for the benefit of thf'1r 
dependents, so that, when they died, their 
dcpcndents would not be a burden upon the 
State. Here we propose to introduce a nPw 
fonn of taxation >.vhich these con1panjcs will 
haye to THty. \"'\'e are alread~· the n1ost 
highly tax<'d State in thE' Commonwealth. 
\Y c arc famou::; for our high tq_xai.ion~ and 
we recognise that it is one of the prinC'ip1,, 
of the present Go:vernment to seo that every 
pc1·son in Queensland \vho ha-> an incomP 
at all shall pay a higher r;otc of taxation in 
Queensland than in :tny State of the 
Com11.10n1\ C'alth. 

The TR1 "3UHER: No-not c;-cry person 
who has an ir:comr. 

Mr. 'l'A YLOR: Tlwro arc r<>rtainlv a few 
\vho do not pa:;;T; but, taking it by an-d 1argc. 
we arfl the heaviect tnxed people in the 
Cornmon\Yt':1lth, and now we propose to put 
on to t.he lifP a~ ~lU311C'P cnnpani0s the 
highr-t rate of taxation in this partienlar 
dircctior of anv State in the whole of Aus
tralia. I do 'not think this is a JW·JPcr 
method of taxatiDn at all; but it is quite 
eYident. notwithstanding that t.hi, is an 
an1Pndmcnt of tho Land Tax Act to grant 

Mr. Taylor.J 
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an exemption in certain directions, that the 
t-:i-on-~rnrnont arc going to in1pose lwavier 
taxation on the life assuranre soeif.'ti(·~ in 
anolh<•r direction. If the Bill goes through 
in its present form, then, by the time that 
it becomes law, the GovemLwnt will be 
;;otting more from land taxation than they 
Q:ot previously. No doubt that is the inten
tion of the Government. iYhile they claim 
to be 1nagnaniiuous oD the one harid, they 
oay on the other that they will get the 
tr•xation frcnn so1n0ono else in another way, 
" ) that they will not lo:3l~ any revenue at all. 
I ask the TrcasurPr to reconsider the whole 
lmsim"',·· If he is not jll'L'!>ared to withdraw 
his anh ndE1ent, he 1night takf' off the super 
tax of ld. in the £1, which ho is proposing
in his arnendn1(mt, bccau, e he i:3 ;naking tho 
taxation on the 1nutual life Rssurance com
p<>,nies the highest in the Connnonv~ ealth. 

:\Ir. FLETCIIER (!'art Curtis) : I alco 
rc\(!TC't that the Treasurc'r has brought for
\vUrd this clause to rcn1oYC tho CX(~rnptiou 
h·orn the n1uhral life a~")Jtuance cotnpanil"'· 
There is no doubt that th0 mutual life assur
anre companic.;; have br-('n of great. Lencfit to 
this country, particularly m rh an institution 
a·; the Au~tralian ~Iutual Provident. Society. 
1\·blch 8tancls pre-c1ninent throughout the 
"-odd in life imurancc bu,im'ss. That society 
has been of incalculable ben· fit to this 
couutry. I do not suppose there is t1 finer 
method of encouraging tlnift a.n1ongtt the 
,,cople than through the medium of life 
assuranC'c. That societv is run on co
Ol'Pl'ative prjnciplcs for ·the n1ntual benefit 
of all the policy-hokh•rs, and this is an unjust 
mrasure of taxrLtion to in1poso upon thern. 
\Ybcn we know that the State Insurann' 
Dopartn1cnt is not ralletl upon to pay h,nd 
t:1xation, I consider it is an unfair advantag' 
to allow the State (·oncPrn to b0 exc1n;•t 
while ~_.t the samC' ti·me calling upon thr_· 
private concern" to pa~- land tax. 1 hfqW 
th0 Treasurer will give further con· ider ,tiuu 
to the cl a use. 

The ,.fR}:A.~_1Hll~H: \Yl1y should tlu~ liL· 
<1'"-urance socjctlPs han~ an cxclnptiun if -the 
banks aro not exempt'! 

:\lr. FLETCHER: B',•cau'•' th""· nre 
t.;talh- different in~titutions. T'he lif a.ssur
ar.ce ":::~wictiL"'' e11couragr~ thrift. 

Tho rfREA:-::.rRER: ])() not the Lnrll~~i do th>2 
~illllO? 

:J.lr. FLETCIIER: ~\ bank 1-:: n jEc.printar5· 
('(Jnc~·rn. 

The TnEI TJRER: ::\'o; it i' a compan;:. 
There arC' sharohohl· r" in a bard.-:, atld th0y 
111:1~- rnn iuto thou:~,auds. 

.?.fr. FLETCHER: Bnt the b., .tk nmkPs 
profiL for its shareholderc. 

~rhe TP.t: \SURER: The life a;o:;~uranu' S')Cietics 
al:::o n1ake profits. I do not sec 1vhcre the 
difference <"OE1Cs :in. The life ;tf:'JUranrc 
sodotv is a financial in~titution just the sa1ne 
<t) a b'lnk. 

::\Ir. FLETC'jHER: There ls capital 
inv0~tod in a hauk for people to tuakc a 
profit on their capita 1. That ;~ totally 
diffPlPllt to a ljfc n ~<;;uranre cornp;Pl~T- 'I'h • 
whole of the people cf the Connno'"'· ealth, 
bPth great and small, have an inter; ,t in the 
life assurance societies. 

The TRE \SURER: There is no diffPr('ncc 
hC'twccn a life assurance :;;ocict~T and a build
ing · ociety. 

[Jvfr. Taylor. 

Mr. FLETC:HER: The building soeiety 
makes profits on capital. 

The TnEASl:RER: So do the life assm·anc•' 
societic~. 

Mr. FLETCIIER: No, they do not. You 
want to encourage thrift, and you can do 
it with the as2istancc of the life assurance 
socit>tie It. is the best \V:l)' to encourage 
thrift, and it is a protection for one's 
family. The present Treasurer, when speak
ing iu 1918, rnust ha' e l'l',,ogniscd that the 
principle of taxing life• assurance societies 
v.ns uujust, b("::tuse ho sairl-I think he was 
::>r-eaking on the Inc:onw Tax Bill at thu 
tjl11C-

" Later on \VP 1night :flnd son1n lYl('c"tns 
of reducing the taxation." 

That shows that the hon. gentleman recog
nised that that for1n of taxation was. not fair. 
The rH'inciple is not right, and, if you rcn1oyo 
the O';:Plnpticn v .. ·hich tlH'Y now enjoy, you 
arc doi11g sorncthing which is not fair and 
.iv't. 

The TREAS1:REH: Tho hon. go!1tleman 
s('eJns to overlook ono or bYo YCry patent 
feed,; in connection with thi .. proposal. To 
nw then"} does not '-·2e!1t tu be any great 
diifen_·nce in the vrincip!c of taxing a life 
a~snra11ce society and taxing other financial 
in~titutions, such as a bank or a building 
':OC'iety. 

=\I r. FLETCHEH: I don't agree with :' ou. 

The TREASURER: I know that the hon. 
gcntlcn1au doe·, not agree with nu~; but he 
did unt :-;how \vherc the difference comes in. 
'l1ho life P'·:;;)uranc~ socif.'tie-, are co-opcl·at.ive 
concerns. in that thev co11fer bc-nefit:-3 on thl'ir 

policy-hoiclcrs. . \ b u:k 1s co-
l5 p.m.] CJperatiye jn the "aru(~ VLlY; it 

confrr~ lx·n( -'1ts on its share
holder·. The hon. Ltc nbcr also u cd the 
argunwnt that a liFe U',~:mrall('f' soei(•tv 
cncour_,gc"'· thrift; but o doe_ a Lanki,·g 
in~titntion encourage tllrift. 

:\Ir. FLETCHER: YPs, but of et differr•nt. 

The THEASUHER: All bunking institu
tjuns encourage thrift; Lmildiug SOC'lC·ti< 

p_~periaJly do so. 
:.rr. FLEJCHER: Their JH'ojlts ar,: Incui for 

their 2-hareholder:::;. 

The 'l'REASCREH: And ,o <1r:" the· 
prnfit1s rnado bv liL, a~::::.uncncc ~ H'i('t]c~ 
Ta,kc the _,\usiralinn ::Ylntnrrl ProYidcnt 
Soc:ictv, ''"hich has lHC'l~fo!Jcd dnrin:~ 
this .c];~bate. It has ]•1'( lll; in QuLP1J 

~trc: t. :Th/lanv of thP rubcr:'i there arc lf~t 
for office pui·po<;:C'~. and l1rin~: in u l'Pt'un· 
possibly not a high rctnrn-but at any rate a. 
return. and so the land in quf ~ 1 -ion return~ 
to the f"Dcict;.T a profit. Hnt thf' Go\-cTnH1<'l1i. 
recogni~-ing that the n1utual life assurance 
societies nre carryi11g on a very Yaluablc
work -in cncotuaging thrift, Lan: dC'cid0d to 
cxtPnd ~pecir.l con:-:ic1E'l'at1on t; thenl by 
chara;ing thcn1 a Hat rDh~ of 2d. in tlH• £1. 

).Jr. }'LETC'IlER: Tln1, nrovin(: th:.:~t vnn ·< • 
thP Pqtlit~- of our argu~t~C'Lt. _, . 

Th(' TREASl"RER: I do 11c•t think thP 
hon. n1crnbcr ;:;;poke before the a1ncndmC'nt 
was circulatocl. 

Jir. FLLTC'HER: :Xo. 

The TREASeREH: So that it conld not 
be his argunwnt. As a r:Jat.tPr of fact, tb(' 
matter was rai,ecl lr- th0 leader of the• 
Opposition, and at a deputation which waited 
upon me from the A.u~tra1ian ~1:utna1 Pro,·l-
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dPnt and other mutual life a'snrance socieiics, 
and I gave full comicleration to their argu
menb. 

The hen. mc<nbl'r for Port Cnrtis l'ofcrn;d 
to what I said in 1918 to the dl'ect that \VC 

1night lift, or at an:~ 1·ato n~duco, the taxa
tion en 111utual life assurance soeil'ties. I 
still hold that view, arJd, re<>ognisiug that 
fact, \YC have alway8 giYt'll hllC(·ial considera
tion to n1utual life a".-.;tnance IJClC'ti< ,- It 
i~- 1~0- -1Llo to as:-~c~::; thc1r n1te uf 1iH·onlC' t 1x 
on the sanlC bafis a~ tha.t of othor institutions 
-that iti, by arr,iving at their capital and fix
lng thC'ir rato of tax at:'cording;ly. l~ndcr that 
metlwd they would have to pay in rnany case..; 
3s. in tlw £1, which, yvith the super bx of lcl. 
in th0 £1, t<J \vhirh tlw.v an? not now liable, 
\voulrl rc·ndor thc-n:J liable t') pa.\·, i1l"·tt~nd o£ 
£52,000, which wa,.; tho a!llDUllt fnr 1920-}321. 
no ]<:ss than £125,000, or a diffen•n(·'-' of 
£73,0~]0 in their favour. Or nd.;::{' th'! lc::~er 
t·ah• of 2~. in tlH' £1--althnugh t1 t:rP i::-: nor 
tho ,]ighte't doubt that under rb;, nwtlwd 
of ani,·ing at their ca]lital sorno of them 
WOuld pay the 1naxin1Un1 ratP f,f t ~x b( "''a1l",' 
their profits are over 17 p-~·r ccn<. -nndur 
t.ho~c circunlstance., th0v an' o·ettin{_,. a con
cession wodh £31J]OO. · The>-,:' figu~es clw\1-
that we have giYel a C'OJH'e;.~i('ll to 1untuul 
life a~-,urance ~ocietil'-..:. I\Tn o11e bPgrudgt 
thun1 that.. bPeaus<' tht'\. are caiTYin()'" on a 
~pecially beneficial \Vorl~ iil the cf)Il1"d~unity; 
but nobodv can sa·"' thnt wc• trPat thPln 
hur~hlv. i believe "th(•fi' r0 hundred . .-.: of 
thousa~Hls of poli{·y-holclcr i1; t}H·"'L' inc:Litu
tions, a11d the ndoption of the aJil('JHlnH~llt 
will place them under a" obligation to pay 
onlv about £500 in land tax. DoPs that 
decrease to any extent the benefit-; in whic·h 
tho policy-holders will pa.rticipate ·1 lt .,cem:; 
to rrw that hon. n1CnllJPr·, oppos.itP Ul'0, a''; 
it wor•·. thrashing thfl thinp; thl'cadbarc 
"-hen it i:-; llOt worth it". ThP hon. l•wn:bt•r 
for Oxley the other night ngn:'·~···1 that WC' 

should lea ye in tla '-' ~'Ot'it'tiC'~; h1f- t.Jn1pla int, 
WitS tbat ~.yp f'hould ext('nd tlh' pl'u\·-i 1on lo 

the St:1t.c Insurance })0parhn~'1if. tno. I 
pojnted out thut ln tbnt case tlH· 1 1:-::: >tlott 
would be about £2. 

1\fr. SIZER: D<L·s it nnt rf't'rn ]ik<· tlu·.Jn·ln~r 
away a principle for £500? 

The TREAS-cRER: :\o. '.Yt' <at> t•udea
youring to correct anorna]i(~S. 

::VIr. GREF.X: A11cl p:cttir;g 1nor~-. JtliJllt'Y Ly 
it. 

'The TREASl:--H.ER: TlH' a1nount 1lwt wiH 
be colh·:tecl ls £~;0°. and thi·-- l~i]l rnakc•:1 a 
concccsion which will co:ot OYer £17.000. I 
rhalJ0ngc hon. 1nt·n1bPr !:o point out to nH' a 
n•ason wh:v \YC shculd trc'nt thf'ul on a dif
f(~rcnt basis fl·on1 a lY1Jlklnp: ('on1panv. with 
its thon ancls of shan'hold:'rs-v,ho ·in thi, 
sen,~,~ arc just a~ Inud1 co·Dpf'ratcn a" tl1t' 
policy-holder:-' of a life asslna:uce s-ociciv-or 
fro:n a building "ociety, \\-hich r·~wuu~·ng:~s 
thnft. 

Mr. SIZER (:runrluh): I ,,ou],j like to 
point out to thC' TrPasurcr that thPrc i- a 
rno~t distinct diiF(:!·.pncc• b( t \\'Pen .a bnnkino· 
coropnny flnf1 a life ;;u::·11ranrc sociC'tY. ff~ 
m a:,- rPmemb0r thc,t \, e allmYPd thP, chm'e 
dc-Jing with building soeictit':'i to r;o through. 
because WC' hold that all pcrNm- ,-,-ho contri
bute to thPm do s~J ''vith a vi<~w to gutt.inr; 
rhC.'Jlf'r monPy, bnt the fact JT_:1ain- th'lt 
the people who subsc-ribe c3.pital to them 
reap a O<'rwfit. 

The TREASUREH: The sanw thing npp)ics 
to a life n,ssurance ~ocif'ty. 

~Ir. SIZER: In a bo,Ykctt socich· a ben('-
1\t mav be con£0rrcd ou a rnnn 1vhn drav,·,;;; 
the lu~k:v lllltnber, bnt tht'ro is no 1><ll·tj<'UlHl' 
ben0fit to the other subscribers. The gr<'atn 
benefit goes to those who ubscrihc the 
original capital. The same thing applic.' to 
a bank: t-he shareholder gets his diYid<~nd~ ;, 
bnt in the rase of a life assurance ~ocictv th0 
policy-holder, exduf'iV{' of tlw CiHlo"\YvrnPnt 
policy-ho]dPr, reap.;; nD bc'nefit frmn fiu[v,crib
-ing to the soci0t:,. I-1 ]..; clcpcndenl-.::; unly rcr:p 
a rPrtaiu .amount of benefit, and ill nwn.\· 
cases tho State is thus 1vcd frmn the HPf'<',

~it~· of ln·cping them. 
Lot us fo1lo\\' the Trea::-;un:r's argruncnt to 

it" 1og1ca] t OlJclu~!on. A bankin~;· iil3titut:on, 
he sa~"S, 1~ a ro-opL'rntin~ conecrn. Tl!cn. 
nny lin1jted liaLility (·Hnpauy is equally a 
eo-cpcn-l~ h YC c<Jnrcrn. 

The TRE 1,SCHEH: ~-\ny joint stork co-:nl_f-!1.. 
i~ co-op{'rutlYc in thl' ~an10 SC'11 ~ ns this. 

l\lr. SlZEll: Take an ordinn.rv bank. 
)\ccordlng to the Tr- :n~;_n'ur's defmit.'iou, any 
banking cornpany in tbc world is a co-opPra
ti n:- conrrrn. 

rrhc THE:'l.SrRER: In the ''Ull18 f<ensc as a_, 

life as· ura:nce :socirty i:;; eo-opera: iv-c-that 1::; 

1ny argnnwnt. 

11r. SIZER.: The nwn y,ho ~nb~cr1b(·~ 10 

the < apita] of a bank dra~c\'S dividends a.t 
tlw 0ml of the year, but ib jH'Ople who n·.1p 
the benf'flt from lifP ab·_1lrf!D<'~) ,,nricti<''l flrf>, 
the dcpendents of the subscribers, and th& 
0.h.iPrt 1~ not so much prufit us protC'CttO~i. 

Tlwn~ is a n1 i~unch rstnnding in regard ~0 
the mc-1ning of the term "bonuc" in regar·d to 
lif0 a::-~nranco policies. Bonuses are generally 
lookcJ upon as dividends. but they are cap, 
able of o,n 0xplanation YYhirh \\ill put ih<' ,I 

}n a different light. rrlH• ~OCiL•tic.:; oJff'l' • · 
a•,curr one's life for so rnnch, f-Ixing the· rate~ 
high for f:afet.v purpose . ..At th.-. _<'nd o~ iln~ 
YPar thP"' find that. thrDugh then bnsn11' .:; 
·_tcurnr>n. · th{'y are able• t-o giY~\ th0, l :·· 

arnouut' of as.snranrc fer a ('h(·itpcr tat0. rltl;L 

being purely 1l1utunl und co-opPrativf' . .~-~tt'\' 
hnnd n cprtain anwintt Lrt('k to the pol1:_ v 
holdPr. But. if a ban 1 ;:in~,:- in:-:titntion en. 
charp;l'~ i;.,. < nstonwrs. thr~ 1-,rc-.:fil..: fO jnto (:J:.' 

hand~ of the few \Yho h-1-P ~nb;cr~bccl tbl-,. 
r·apit~l of the hank. b that dirPction thc'i _ 
].:; n great distinction lH h\"C'f'n t}Ir h'lllU"' 111 

a Jiff' as1'ut·a,nrr~ p.or.~c,t~y nnd the dividend of 
n banking rornpall)' o; <lllY other in"titntiDn. 
I hope tlw Treasurer wi11 nr::e~1t that view. 

Mr. ELPJII::'>!fiTO:\'E (O.r'' .?) : This debate 
is not .influenced bv the amount of monc·· at, 
2.tak0. but on the "princiJlk that is involved 
in the mutter. I suppose. if the Treasurer's 
tunendrnf'nt r,·cro carried, it \Vou1.J. rnr:an ·.Jnly 
an extra couple of thon'and pound•. 

TJ,,, TREARFH,ER: I douht vd1ethcr it 'vould 
bP £600 in the flggrf g,,tc. 

Mr. EL PIII;\ISTO"'E: The point I wish 
to stress is that, -.,-.":1"n thr~ Land Tflx Ad 
\Yas introdn( cl in 1915 hv tllL1 pl'C·1cnt GovPrn
nwnt, it Pxpres"ly cx.cmnted mutual life 
a ·<urancp offices. If th0 principle wore ;;ound 
tlwn. it is just as sound to-day. I do not 
know what has happened in the meantime to 
cause the Trf'asurer to alter his attitude in 
regard to thc·"o particular companies. f-lo 
feels he is on thin ice. 

The TREASUREH: I harl th h0n. member 
upporting n1c on th0 scf'ond reading. 

Mr. ELPHI::'<STO?\E: I am not YYithch·aw
i!lg it. ThE:' hon. gPntleman llnds hi1nsc1f 1n 

}!1'. Elpl!in.•,tonc.l 
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an unsound position because of his havina 
departe-d frorn his origjnal attitude and rnot 
the companic, half wav. If the principle 
'"er·e s-ound in 1915, \Vht ~ cornnh~te oxernptlon 
was given to mutual life offices what has 
happPned in tho n1cn..ntirnc to cat{se the hon. 
gentleman to alter his attitude? The hon. 
gcntlmnan tried to c.l-ra\V an analogy betv; ·en 
p-Cople who invccit n1oncy in banking institu
tion~ and those "Tho t.d~c out li£0 assurance 
policies. FL tries to s<· thc:te is no dlffer
~llco h~·twecn thos(' hvo. In n1y opinion, there 
1~ a va~t dif-ference. T{"tx<d:ion should bs 
icvicd o11ly on those who inYe".t rnoncy for 
per~onal gain, or \\ ho tak'.J out protection 
aga1n~t pCl'f';)nal Io~o. Th0 g:· \t hulk ~·f the 
polic~,'-hJklcrs in a mutual life hav 
not in n1ind thc~r own tWI·onal but 
haYe in mind the rn•o!·cctioll of thGSC' fil'O 

~ >~pend •nt nn tlt€ '11 and - - ~- he d: prln~d of 
tho brc::~d-1vinnnr <'t r.c nn fu' _:J' timP. l arn 
~tnitn prepared to admit that endo1Yl!101lt 

i- a r'pn!ar fol'm. EYC'll so, prac-
!. very pnlic? takcu out i:;;. taken \Vii h 

the ivc of making proYisiol1 f()r those 
~· ho arc d-Dendent on the nolicy-holdc:t'S. 
Thcrefor0. lt ::-co·ns to n1P, '"C <:!rt~ 1nah:ir.tp; 
inroads on th;_ p.ro· c-ction ;·-hich is propost ~~ 
to be gin:~n to "\vidoiYS LJnd ornlnn~\. EYcr 

incP I have bP en ln thi:.; I-loll~f'. ~ h Trca~nr(·r 
h~s be,'n the champion of tho widows and 
orphans, and h~~.:; claimed tbnt he is the 
only rnan •l'l1o has the welfare cf those ;.Infor
tnnatcs a" hcnrt. )?"et h, jp now rnakinu
inroads on th1· pl'ovisi<'n., of tl1P- bread-winner. 
\Vhy this cha;,g-e? It '' ems to nle to be 
rather extraordinary in thic the eighth vcar 
of Labour misrule in. Queensland. '"' 

Another point is. why exempt friendly 
.5ocicticc;;? \Vhat is the diff- r,,nr:e between a 
mutual lifo offi0e and a friend! v societv? 
The:v both arc in·-;titution."- which" encoura~~o 
thriftiness-not ,o much tlw thriftirH <s which 
i.:; going to be a pcr?onal gain, but t-hat wh~~ h 
is going to give some henC'fit to thos.: who 
are dependent on the policy,heldcr. 

The TRK\SURER: Friendlv socir>tics have no 
prop0rty ·which they arc l'.enting for rev- nuo 
pnrposc:::. 

Mr. GREEN: Thoy he.ve. 
Mr. ELPHI:L\STO:'\JE: The hon. member 

for TownS\'illo eays they have. Prr2onally. 
1 haYo no knowledge on the subject. As far 
as I an1 abl to de,-lucc) I sec no diff0rcnce 
bPhveen a fricnc1lv socic+v an cl a mutua} J i fo 
office. Anothe-r p()int w·h'leh the hon. gentle
man tOLlchcd upon was tho profit which a 
1nutual lifo ~h~uranco companv 1nakcs. In 
rny opinion. it is a mi~non101:, to call it a 
prof1t. \Vhe.t is ihe tmd<'rlying principle in 
life as.,nranco? A rate of premium is struck. 
ba.,ed upon a certain mortalitv table and 
upon the <1Ssun1ption that th0 rU.tc of jr{tercst 
0arnc-d upon t.hc prcmiurn·; paid is going t.o 
amount to a ccrtai!l figure. Of C'OUl'·i£', they 
err on thC' sof0 s1dc; and. tlY'rr-fore anv 
excess ·which those moncvs enrn o; an:v 
in1provemcnt in the mortality as 'compared 
'.v:ith the table upon whicb thP prerniunt-; are
based, is prcfit-aecoPding to the hon. gentk. 
rnan, but, according to n1y YiPw, is a l·(•tnrn 
to the policy·holder of the excc,,s amount 
which ho has bo~n charged in the wnv o~ 
premium. It is not correct to use tho \vord 
"profit." 

The TELA')FRFF: \Youl,d not ~·our ar~~nmrnt 
'l !)111;: to ll10ll8:YS \Yhich hnnks r'~. tnrn to :3han~
holder~~ in the- way of dividend~? 

11r. ELPI-IINSTOl~E: .:-\ h .r1k is quite 
{'•'f('rcnt. \Vhen a person invc"cts rr1oney in 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

a_ ban~;;:, it i? for personal gain; there is very 
little 111tent1on) when making such an invest
mC'nt,, of protecting tho~e who are dependent 
on hin1. \Vhen a per~on tak(~s out a policy 
it is don" with the distinct obj erti,·e of pro', 
tecting those who arc dcpcnJont on hi1n. 
Therefore, there ,is a Fry wide difference 
between the shareholder ;,~ a bank and the 
poliry,holder in a life office. 

Anothci' point to y hich the l2adPr of the 
Opnorition direc:~ed n.ti,'ntion vva~, the unfair 
disCrirninn+ion iu favour o! th0 State office in 
this regard. Here we lutYO their buildi11g on 
tho corner of Elizabeth ,Lnd Gcorge streets. 
v,·hich is {Jll Cro·1t·n land. and therrforc is not 
callt•d upon to Inakc n.nv f'ontribui ion in the 
'·ay of Jand tax. ~ 

The TRE.\SUREn: Thr:: nro pa?ing rent. 

l\Ir. ELPI1T\iSTOSP:: In arrivi11g at the 
nm~_ (onsid.'rid.inn is no~. ~iYen tn thn nn;__stion 
of ,,:hat t h( .Y s}wnh! p<1 y in land tax.· 

The Tnc \~<.'RER: It is C ·own land. 

JYlr. F:LPiliXf:/fq~\~-Er:; Ad ni_tti~1_g t~Htt it. 1~ 
Crown l<!ntl, \vhy gnr,: L·I'n 11 ln,utubons an 

o,-r'r other ins'·i:-u• :on::~ with which 
are cornpeting? 

,..rhc THL\~tTr'~R: It wollld not an10unt to 
n1ore than £2 pPr year. 

Mr. ELPIIINSTO.'-IE: That doos not 
rnattcr. It i~ not a rn lttt'r of the arnount: it 
is th0 prir::cipl~ whiroh is inYoh "'d. If I 
rcElC!n lr- ,~ c;orrertl~, vvhc .l the State _Insnr
unce Office start.cd, it prepBred a pollcy on 
oil, four, v. ith that of other companies with 
w·hich they \vere cou1pc in g. Th ·rcfDro ~t 
stanch CO f0lSOll that the·, had l\11 unfau 
nosition 1-1 st:•rt froru. in tha~ th0v were re
Ji,'!vcd of c,•rtain bu-,inr(.-..: ob1igad-on~ whi,-:h 
v. ere imposed upon competing companies. 
In my opinion, it is an undignified 1Joslt1on 
to plnc ' a Cro\YD institution in: nnd) further 
thrrn that, it is unfair in its corr!petltion. 
Therefore) altlJOagh it is quite true that on 
i he srroncl reading I oupported the 'frcasurer 
in his argnrncnt and ~aid I sa"\s no good 
grcunc1, for r·xen1ptin'! 1nuruul life offic(---.-. 
tlu' hon. b •ntl2man bt-; ( ~lt the gronnd from 
und-'"'r hi:;; fept in haYing ~-ono half \'\'ay to
wa""ds. rnccting the cr;rnpanie:-,, showing clearly 
it ia. not, "'.vit~l him, a n1.ttt r of Tlrinciplc, but 
f!, -.uctter of expediency. liaYing gone so 
far. hon. gcntl •man ought h) go _the 
whole 'l""th. II 1..ving c:oncPd(:d the' po1nt, 
the ho·, 'g_ tJtlcn1<Hl mn,--t adn1it that tho~e 
offic-~J h<l .., .._1 -me reason in th2ir argument, 
and they stlot!ld oe ex upkd entirely. 

J\11-. KERR (Rno(!(JP-rrt): The Treasurer has 
f.aid that, if it can ba 6hO'"Tl thnt th(~rc Is a 
difference botwepn a private company and 
the .\u,tralian J\1utual Provident Society, he 
'·c·mdd give this matter his consideration. I 
think the difference is apparent to every· 
lJody. It is that money ic. put by people into 
::t nriYatc banking compa11y for the one pur
po~o of collecting diYidc!lds: A person ma,v 
h~YP £500. Ho puts 1t m the hands of 
PxpNts with tho instrue~ion to get a deco:rt 
ednrn. Those experts mvest the money m 
indu::::t.ries. or jn anv othC'l' wa"":-not for 
charity'. I1ot for the pi·ogrcss of th~ State) or 
'wvthing 0Lc. but with the one obiect of 
g-etting' a return and kPE'ping the principal 
secure, A man in taking out a policy is 
actu.a1ly btxing himsoH to tho oxt0nt of the 
8n1ount of his premium. In llinc c:1sc.:5 out of 
ten a man takes out a policv in order to 
provide for his wife and family in the 
event of hi, dertth. The different conditions 
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"·::i:.:.ting bchYccn banks and assurance socie
ties arc so apparent that I cannot under
'tand the Tre"1surer putting forward such a 
fallacious argument. 

lv1c11tion has been made of bonuses and 
thev ha•. c been likened to dividend;". They 
are· not the same in any way at all. If the 
Treasurer gm·o me £10 to purchase an art1cle 
which cost £7, and I gave that article to 
the Trrasun~r and said, "!-Ioro is your £3 
change" is h~ prepared to call that a divi· 
dcnd? In taking out life a~surance polici0"~ 
a cf'rtuin margin i~-: allo,Ycd in cn~o of errors, 
and ut the end of the year. when the figures 
n re \Yorkccl ont on an actuarial baRis. jt, is 
found that t·;o much has br;•n extracted from 
11olicY-hoJders by wav of prc1niurn, and the 
~urpll1s is handed back in the Phapo . of 
bouusc;;;. I l rdlnot sec that any concef1'310!l 
has been macle bv thP Tn_,1"inrcr in this Bill. 
Life a• urnrH'f~ s()cir•tie,; in 0ur-cn'3land haYe 
inYC·:.ted in Quc01Jslan(l deb0nlures ,to the 
(•xtt•nt of £700.000. Only £100,000 un be 
deducted from the profih int 'rc,t.. There 
<'an onlv be a concesf'ion some burden 
1,£ taxalion cx:i.~-ts, and then rcli~f is given,. I 
hope the Trcn.:;:;ur0r will ret.:'Oll:;;HlPr the prln
ciplr im·olvcd. If he a ·:rcrs that he shot~ld 
: d back his £3 change. he will recogm-.c 
tb" principle of ~jying to the people ·-dwt 
they rrro rrho entitled to. 

:':Ir. H.\RTLF:Y (F·'tzrop): I have li::tonod 
to the pleas of hon. n1en1bcrs oppw~ite in the 
intere·· t::; of these wealth~,. life a'2~unu1ee 
~ocieties. 

Mr. FLlcTCHER: Have you not got a life 
polio~·? 

Mr. HATITLEY: I onc·J had a policy, and 
that is \Yby I am rising to speak now. Ono 
\Yould think, in listening to hon. 1n0mber~ 
opposite, that those societies existed fo" no 
nth er reason than to confer benefit" on a 1 .. oot 
~truggling vrorlu~r, _so thnt hi:3 ~rife .and chi!
d:·on shall bo prondecl for. Tnat Is practi· 
cdly what has beea said by th0 hon. mcmb."r 
for Enc ';·gent. ~o gre?-t:r fallacy was. ever 
eonvc"ed. The Australian "-1utual ProVIclc,nt 
Socic(\T, Ukc n1any other societies, has a_n1.a;3::d 
its funds b~,- m_c,J •1s of surrendered pohc1~s 11~ 
a oTcat 1nanv In,~tancLs. I ha ye h:'d per ~on a~ 
t-·x~t'l'ienc0 1,:ith the Australjun ~1utual Provi
dent Sooic>ty, and it is becanse cf that that I 

m prmnptcd to speak. I congratulate th-' 
rrreasnrer in cndeavour.ing to get frorrl the 
c~mpany some of the profits that it has 
<>xtract.ed from the workers of this State. 

Mr. FLETCHER: There is no fairer company 
in the world. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Like many other young 
men who want to provide properly for the girl 
they desire to marry, when I d~cidcd to got 
married. I took out a pohcy with the Aus
tralian M utnal Provident Society for £500, 
·which I can·ied on for n, nun1.bcr of years 
until the bonuses had accun1ulatcd to between 
£85 and £90 and then bad times came and 
I was out of' \Vork. l-Ion. rnen1bers opposite 
wonder why I do not sympathise with them. 
This is one reason. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I have been out of work, 
too. 

l\lr. HARTLEY: I was kept out of work 
by the employers and manufacturing interests 
rc·presented by hon. members opposite. 

Yl:r. EDW.\RDS : Don't be foolish. 

C\Tr. :FTARTLEY; The time camB when I 
< nn]d llo!· pay rn:,~ promiun1s. I a1lo\\ed only 

two )WPmium.s to lap,c. flncl then I d,,ireC: 
to o pplv the £85 hl £90 of bonuses to ke<:>p 
the nolic,, in forre. but I was told that I 
cou1d not makn URC' of that moncv unlt·o;:.~ I 
paid off a small loan of £22 that I had with 
the oompan0• on the policy. The policy hac. 
to be surrcnd(•,rcd. and n1v 1nonev '\Va;-; ]ost. 
rfbp bonuses WO!~e ~Llffic1ent to p3.}~ bd::h loaE 
and the bvo lapsed prcl1liUnls. 

rdr. FLETCHER; There is a surrender value. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I did not p;et cqrrendP" 
,·alu0. That has bcPn th0 f'Xp0rir>nrf' of 
hundreds of other men jn Qn0nn~lnnd. Tlh· 
profit mad(' in that \YDV has be011 used for 
the purpose of inYe~tinv in Govornmen:~ 
d.cbL'ntnrPs, loans. jn specn1a.tlon, and in 
crc·atinr; rr>ortgagc'. not for the benefit of th 
po]icy-ho!rlc>rs. but for the shrrrehold0rs. anc', 
it is oul,· fair that they shonlcl pav this tax. 

1\Tr. BEBBI"'GTO'\J IDroyton): I suppoc., 
the hon. m ern b0r for Fitzrov 'vas insured dur
ing- thf' cnn·0nc:· of his policY. 

l\'fr. HARTLEY: I \Ya~ not insnrnd for n1~
own bcnPfit. I did it to wovide for m:: 
,,·ife in f'Rf"e of m:v deatb. 

Mr. BT;;RBTXGTO'\J: If thr hon. mnmbF 
had bPf'n nnfnrtunatr- rmour-h t.n die at thrd 
rim0. hC' would have be0n saved anv furthe .. 
trouble. . 

l\Tr. fiAR'fLEY: Th0n tlw J,_ustrali::tn ~1utnai 
ProYidcut Socict-v ,~;onld not havo got tht" 
bcnonts that tlw.>: did? 

Mr. REBDI"'GTO~: Thie is another cese 
wher," the full t.ax will hll mosilv on the 
v-orking- pPople. It is the ~.arnf' n..,' the case 
,,·here lnnd tax is charged to a stnrekcep0r 
who pays that tax. but eventually the public 
pay it. Tlw whole of this tax will have to 
come out of the bonuses. Thcs0 companies 
have done a gr<':tt deal of (\'ood in granting 
small loans in the way mentioned b:v the hon. 
rnembC>r fay Fitzrov. I knmv of dozens of 
f" rmers '"ho have ~btaincd small loans from 
llfe a:3suran(>0 societies at a r('asonable 
interest when they could not get money from 
the \grieultural Bank or 0\sewhere. I think 
thc,e companies should be encouraged in 
every 'vay. 

Mr. GREK'\ (J'own.n-i!lr): \s a qnestion 
of principle, I am opposed to the repeal of 
thP orig-innl srction undpr th.• 1915 Act. If 
the Trensurer at that time thought it was a 
good thing to allow cxcmJ•tiDn to the· e 
:::ocieti0s, the'l it is a p;ood ~hing- no>v. It 
appc:ttrs to rnc th~•t it is not so much a ques
tiorl of principle '·~·ith tho Trea~nner in con· 
r:r ('tion \vith these a.mendmPnt<S, a_, a o,uest1on 
of !:(Ptting m-oro mone;..,.. lie statPd in hi~ 
s"cond rPading speech th,,t Queensland was 
tho first State to rommf'nf'e the reduction of 
h!xation; bnt, if thl~ Bi1l is Rny Pviil0nco of 
the rr-dured taxntion that Qnecnsland is 
rtoin.r: to have, then it i a bad c,utlook for 
the taxpayers of this Sbir. The TrensurPr 

him~C'lf remnrkccl in connertion 
[5.30 p.m.] with the exemptions grcntPd to 

the prim::try pro.fl.lwcr.;:; that th0y 
would onh amcmnt tn a bout £8.000. ond in 
r0:1l~~ to <:-ln intc'rj0ction, he ftnt0r! that t.hr
<>•rryin~ on of thn SlfpPr t1x t;ll 1923 \vou1d 
]wing in an additional £130.000. 

The TRFA~rRCR: That is net new taxat:on. 
Mr. GRBE=--r: It is new t •xation. P ·ace 

"as officiallv declared in J anuarv. 1921. ac·1 
the origin.af A!'t pro,·idcd thctt t;u~ tr> x '.n· ~ 
to be collected for twelve n10'Jth." after pnc·· 
was decl:Jr0d. In opnoeing thl:;; nP'JtJndm0nt. 
I am not partiru1ar1v urgin(r th~ C'1flims 
of th~ An~tralian 11utUa1 Prov1dcnt Sq(·1:>ty 

]J.fr. Grccr.1 
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any 1norc than the claims of ev<'r,v othrr 
life ao;;'3Hrance -"ociety. 'rhesl' societies are 
out to nBsist the thriftv and th(,O nnfor
tnnato enough to ]c;c:;c ~their bread\Yinners. 
The 1east the State Governn1cnt can do 1s 

to follow tho ex:1mplo of the Federal Govern
rHent and the Government of Now South 
\Vales, and follow tho example of thG 
QlH'2-ll'·hnd Govcl'Dlnent also in exempting 
friPndly ~ocir-ties and forg·o tlw litt!P addi
ticnal taxrriion they arc going to receive 
under thi:-; an1Pndn1c'.:1t. 

The Tr~EASt:IH~R: In thi~ anlCndu1011t we 
arn following the cxnn1pJc of Vicb:uia. 

Ilfr. GREE='I: It is a pity the Treasurer 
did not follow tho example of Victoria right 
throug·h, and then W'"'~ '-roulcl be one of the 
lowe':,t taxed and n1ost prof",pcrou~ StaV~:-' 
in Australia. During the second readi11g 
speech of the Treasurer on this Dill. tho hon. 
gentlmnnn "tated, in reply to an interjection 
in regard to taxing the Stotc In~urance OfficP, 
that the ar.g-umcnt vvas puerile. I do not 
au'cpt the Treasurer's statc~1nent in connec
tion with ihat n1attPr. If 1 '" are going· to 
haYf' a cnrrert financial statcrncnt fro1n the 
Sta.tc Insur,mre Ofliee, then all these charge,; 
should be made against it. 

The TnEAScRER: \Yhich cha,rges? 

:Vlr. GREE:\': Income tax and land tax. 
The TnEA"'·l~RER: Income tnx is chargt'J 

aga,inst it. 

1Ir. GREEK: \V,hen I aq.nwd that incomP 
tax Ghoulcl be du,rg·ccl. the hoa gc,;ltlema.n 
said it \vas a puerile argument. 

The 1TREASURER: Yon must have rnisnnder
stood me. 

J\lr. GHEE~: Thn Sbtl' Insura.llce Oflice 
should not be placed in a better position than 
other life a:-:sura11ce CO!npanies. Up to n c0r
tain point the Trea:c.tHPr ha~ recognised the 
principk that these soeicties should not be 
taxed by agreeing to rednrc the arnount the 
GovcrnnH..,nt intenth.·tl originnlly to charbL'. 
\Y.by not be gcncrnu ~ and grant full exemv
tion ., 

The TnE,\S"CHEH: AB n., n1C'1nber of the Coun
try part~v. can you tell nw why yon arc 
~tone'' alli.ag this rc1il"i n1easUl'C' for the 
farmG!.'S? 

l\Ir. GR.EEN: I \'Cry much doabt 'vhcthcr 
it i:;; a rPlic-f n1castHE~. In saJillg th~\t, I go 
back to thP pan1phlct IYhicb the Tl'casni'cr 
issued so~ne J':ar:s ago, v.-hcrein he Hticl it 
\\ LL the producer \Yho paid a.nd the 1\0rker 
vho snffen~cL The t i~ so in connertion \vith 
the additional taxation v.-hich is to Le 1cvlcd 
on ihe life assurance societies. It is the 
producer \vho will hase to 1Hl:V. I vr~r.v rnnch 
dou b~, if this Bill is pas~ 'd as it now stand~. 
whether the producer will he any better off. 
If it is juet to allow frieniJ:,- societies to have 
relief in t.his regard. then the life UfhurancD 
societies should alf'o grt relief. The Tre·-t
surer adn1ittf d that he 8 grcrs v, i th that 
principle; but he felt that t.hcy should be 
taxf'd to sorne extent on af'Count of c0rtain 
incon1e which tho:·· deriYod frorn bnildinp;s 
<'rcctcd on th·e land which is to be taxed. 
The same a1·gnment applies to friendly 
socidics and clso to tra.de unions vYhirh have 
huildirFrs erected on tlwir own land. The 
rfrea' lll'Cl' hn S E:ta tt•d ri _qht thro l1p:-h this S0 -

sion that he is out to assist co-operation, and, 
in connection \vith these n1utual provident 

[Mr. Green. 

sveit'ti , \"\ c have co-OIJ0rrttion of the b•st 
kind--co-operation vvhich induces others to 
b·~ th:·i fry so as to lH'OYidc for t.hPir old age 
o · fol' thosn dPp0nd0nt on th,·nl. Every 
li fn a:--stll'dllC'e socil'tv iM a.s df';;orYing of 
a~~i~t<<nc. as the .An~tralian :\Intual Provi
dent Society, bcra.u:::,,•, L>· irducing peoph' 
to insul'e their liYe'l, thc•v ;,}so a~si::;t thL' 
State in connection with tlH.; sn< cCsslon dutieo
whieh arc paid cm the policir ·. 'When it ic. 
rc·alisPcl 1 ha1· a grPilt arh,antagc the lJf,. 
a·,~pr:.tnr ,, :-;o<"i<~ti(~S arc to the P:t tP, the Trt':l
:-;nn'J' .::.hnuld lw prepared t0 \Yithdraw tlw 
nnH~ndnJ('llt. 

Quc-.;tion-That the ... ,.,)l'd3 p1·oposed to be· 
acldcd (Jir. Throdort's am< -uln" nt) be se' 
aclclcd-put: and the Commit: eo dividccl :-

:\Ir. BarlJcr 
Bertram 
Bulcock 
Collins 

,, Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Coopc•r, \L 
Uoyne 
Dash 
Dunstan 
F('rrick.s 
Folev 
Forcle 
Gilclay 
GilliPs 
Ha.rtleY 
Bnxhaiw 

.\ns. ~3. 
3lr. .Tones . ..:.\ .• T. 

Land 
I .. urcmnb" 
}full an 

, Pavne 
l'rase 
Pollnck 
Hiordan 
Hvan 
sll1ith 
:--:topford 
Tlwotlore 
\VC'ir 
\Y Pllin;.;to.i 
'\"ilson 
\Yinstanley 

Tellers: }Ir. Dash and :IIr. Folcy. 

)lr .. \ppel 
Barncs, G. P. 

,. Barncs, W. H. 
BPhlJjngton 
Bell 
Brand 
Cattcrmull 
Clavton 
Oor:-;er 
Oost<'llo 
Deacon 
Ecl\vards 

, Blphinstone 
Fkteher 

, Fry 
Green 

, ;rones, .T. 

)i OES, 33. 
}'Jr. KPrr 

Ki:n'r 
., Logan 

}lar<grcgor 
)[axwell 
}loo re 
~forgu.n 
:\ott 
PPterson 

, llobrrts, J. H. C. 
, Hoberts, T. H. 

~izer 
., ~;,, ayne 

Tavlor 
vo;vl s 
\Vatren 

'Tellers: 3fr. Brand an cl l\Tr. :\ott. 

Th0 CHAIR;\IAN: ""\yes," 33; "Noec.'' 
33. ThP voting being equal, I gi \"C nty ea t
in::r vote -..v1th the "A.vc·,." (Gnv~rnnlPllt 
C'h0r:r:;,.) The question ·i~ rc;;;olvcd in th•: 
affirr11ati vc. 

Qnrstion-That clause 7, a:.; urn ~ndcd, sia1Hl 
pnrt oi the Bill-put; and the CommittCL' 
<livickd :-

Mr. BarhL~r 
Bertram 
Bulrock 
Collins 

, Uonroy 
Cooper, F._\. 
Cooper, \V. 
Covnc 
nUsh 
nunsb.n 
Ferrtcks 
Folev 
Fonle 
Gihlav 
Gillif'S 
Hartlt•y 
Huxhan\• 

AYE,, 33. 

Jlr .• 1o~l•'1-', .\ .• T. 
Land 
Lan·ouL 

ullan 
Pavne 
PPt;SC 

Potluck 
n:nlclau 
HYan 
~l;lith 
:--:topford 
Th•·( lore 
\Yeir 
v.-dlin"·tou 
\Yilson 

.. \Y instanlE'y 

Tellers: :Ur. W. Cooper and Mr. Weir. 
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~OES, ;Ti. 

Jir. -:P~l'l n ~ 
httlllCS, V. I. 
BarnPs, \Y. H. 
RelJIJington 
Bdl 

., Brand 
Cattprmull 

,, Claylon 
Cor.-;er 

., Costf•llo 
Deacon 
-Et1wnnls 
El ph in, tone 
Flctcher 

., J:.'ry 
Grt>en 
,] f [!{ .J, .T, 

~lr. 1\('J'l' 

, .Kinz 
,, Logvn 
, ::VaC'gTeg'Ol' 

:J1flX\Vi'lJ 
}loore 

, :'tlorgnn 
, \'ott 
, PC'tc.:rson 
,. Tioberts, .T. H. C. 
, 1~oberts, '£.B. 
., ~i7.l'l' 

:..:·wnvn\: 
Tnvfor 

, \o\vl ~ 
\Y:tl'l'Pll 

'Pellf1'S: ::\lr. Kerr and "Thfr. Sizcr. 

Th(' CtJAIR~,L-\~: d A.~ c.:;," 33: "J\'"o0s,'' 
33. The YotiJJg lH~ing equal. I (riY(' n1v ca~t
lnr_; vote wir.h thC' " A:vcs.'' h(GoYe1~n1ncnt 
·.f·h· .·r3.) The quc:-:,tion i~ i'<' •JlYPd i;l till' 
aHlrrnutivc. 

Clause J-" Ta.r on timber and c0al 17
-

Tho TRf.),SURER: I be:; w mo'·' the 
:n:1i·sion_. on lii_lO 13~. of ;he \Yord ',' thirt.cf'n-:: 
-..nttl a YJCW to ~n-,~~"rbng the \Yortl ' fou L'tcc·n. 
Thi amPndtnPnt- 1ncrclv alter) the order in 
which the llC\V s·'dion ·,-ri1l appear. It ~.-·ill 
11nw appear aftc'r ~c'ctiou 14 jp ~tr--ar1 of aftl"r 
:-t~ct-ion 13. 

ArneHthncnt 8 greed tn. 

Tlw TREASl:RER: I bave a con::'l?qJ.cutia.l 
•.1ncnd1n llt in linP 15. The proposed aincncl

llll'nt will now h section ldA of the Act. I 
n:U\"C' that the letter ":\ '' he in·-crtcd afi.Yr 
·dw figun_-..._, '' 14.~' 

~ \nlPlH]mcnt a.gr· cd i o. 

'.Ir. VO\YLES (Dalby) : I dolt "ith th!s 
t•latt( r on the '<ccond reading. The elau:se 
t·da,i_c_, to the tax on tln1bcr and cc.;:tl. It. has 
hccornc ~he TH'iH tire Df the -c1enartn1E:T.:.t in 
l' cc~nt \7 t~ar~ 1-o jnclu(h• t}w value' of gTo1ving 
tirnlH'r ~in n" ;{ ~.;!ng th0 uuinlprove::l value 
<)f th~J 1{lnd. It is st.rt1llUT thnt, if th(' 
intrrprctation ( 1am-" tllf', priJu-lpa l Ad i:-; 
~~ufficientlv to n~~ 1 ;1:-' t1H'l11 t~1 
do thnt. ~it is to inc1udn in 
. hp ne\Y -,c-ction the par, UH!)1J :--

·~ Lautl t2.x ~ 1 wll be charge ~blc on the 
y<.due of m:Jrkctnblc t1n1bt,r gro\Ying on 
and on t.hc value of coitl cont-tined in 
nny laud." 

·\Yh t c }"!·:tih•tn:.; rnarl\:<'~ -'.bl0 timl)C'r? It lS 
t hP p r;.:ct i cc of the dq;artn1ont to in cl ~1d :> as 
nH-trkC'tnblc tlnllJPl' (111 t.irnbcr with a circun1~ 
fl•rence of 40 inchc'S. 

illr. MooRE: And le·· than that, too. 

)ft'. ··v-(}\\~LES: To rnv 1nind, thr :-cction 
]..; vrrv VJ-frur- wh(-'D it str;'te~ that 1nnrl{' talJlo 
titr:hc~" :'!.ha l1 he ~·axed. I undf'~·.-;(-,and that it 
will in.C'lnde timlwr {OJ~ girder purposes and 
<imber u.::,l'd i11 nu1nv othPr direcions if th0re 
~·:-; anv valtro attachGblc 1·; it for the purpose 
~)f sa'lc-. In f:ur·h c _:-ps it will ly· cornpc·tcnt 
for t}1C' Co1uruis·· ioncr to ~" Y, " You must 

a. c~·rtnin Yalue to thP ]rJtl<l for the 
growin;,; t1wrPon.'' Thr~ in1port:ntt 

question then ari~0s that tht'rP !::-:no di:-;tinct~on 
1nadc hehYrC'n nntnral tiro·:bo'r and rPc.diorL.;tcd 
tirubcr. I ~upp<Y" th0 hon. [.;0ntlc·n1on \Yi]t 

n"'· that tlw n:-afforc~t d tlrnlH.•r rnnst be 
<H!flr:d [..-l thP nnlmprDY•.:d value? 

Th" TRE.ISGHEH: Ye,, 

}fe. \7"0'\YLES: The c1ause do(~ not ~av 
thc1t.. It· ju~t u-:P-, thP ·wnr·d " rn:1rkctab18 
·limber ~'TO'.'Icing on any land.'' LTnd('r 

the original section it is perfectly clear that 
H~11fforested titnber is an improvement. Now 
land tax is to be chargeable on all market
ctblo timber growing on the land. Instead 
nf clearing up the position, it is n1aking it 
ob,cure. It is really getting away from the 
qnc:-;t.ion of tin1ber grO\Ying on the land. I 
know thdt it is going to create a great hard
hip. \Yben I spoke bdore I cited a case 

v,:h0r0 a rnan had 160 arre"-i in one cli::;;t.riet, 
und, bec:mse of the fact that he had timber 
~ ro,,, -i_n~x on it., thut land vas YaluPd for 
1 a '• l\f.JOn pm·po• os in the vicinity of £27 per 
acre, thereby. ereating a prohil1it.ivc 'alm', 
\Yhich ran into a t.rclncndot'-: annual pav1ncnt. 
That is in a district "hc1·· there ·is no 
market for timbor. That being so, this 
tnx 1~ in tJH--. nature of confiscation. I kno\Y 
"hat in th(• Bu:nya 1\tiountuins, in n1y district. 
1 h"TO rn~,! ~mne \·aluablc tin1bcr properties, 
h,t the timber is not accessible. It is 

ibln to g f thP ti1ulwr out except hy 
tran1ways: Is the owner going to bA 

pui· iuto the position that his land will be 
forfeited hLcaucc of the taxation. because it 
is impo.,•oiblc for him to gcet that timber to 
market"? What is the bacis of the valu of 
tin1h(•r going to be? Is the basis going to 
bn ~h~' value of the timl;cr bron,ght into 
l!l l'l\.0'. or \v1l1 the Comtnissionf'r nnpose a 
flat rate of ,so 1nueh per 100 Sl~IH'rfieial 

f"-;pceinlly on the pine, and say, " That 
basj~, :vou aro g-oing to pay upon?'' 

If we are going to adopt t.his Jn~inciplr:. it 
,hnuld be made clear ald -definite. The 
cb '"" i; full of loopholP, a~ it stands. I have 
ref0rred to t.hc qucstjon of reaffDrestation. 
Timber which is classed as marketable timber 
J,:ay inclnde all cla"C"· of timber oth0r than 
t i1nlY r for hui1ding purpo.";~s. Th- n, in regard 

0cal deposit'. all the Jimbonr pro
in mv dist1·ict, arc dest'ril:wd bv the 

D'Cpartment as co:1l areas. Ever 
r land:. \'\Crc "old bv th Crown. 

those areas have only been used for grazing: 
Lat. in 1he future, that land will have an 
ad(1r-d YalnP OH it. and the O\\ ncrs wlll 
bt) con1pc1lt'd 11ay fol' th yn_]u£' of the coal 
dt·nc~it~ '"'·hic·h arc· suppo~ed to be thr-rr-. Then 
this qtu stion arjscs: Under our Mining Act 

have t.he right t.o coml' on a 
land n1d tnkc up a roahnining lrase 

1n c ,•rta-in c-,st '-'· That app]ics to l()aschol.d 
eountr:vT as wdl rr' freehold, but we arc only 
d_ a1iug \vith ~·he freehold ncnv. \Vhy should 
a n1nn bP ch[lrgcd on iho nnirnprcvcd v-alue 
of <!n nssf'l, \Yh1ch it is ln1pos:::.ible for hirn to 
rnarket.? 

The TnE.\9UHER: IIc 1Yil1 not be i:O cbargrd. 

Mr. VO\YLES: Is it onlv coal won from 
the grour!-d and being rnin;:d \Vhich \vi11 he 
incJuJ('d in the unimprov0Cl value? 

The TRE.\H:RER: That i~ the onlv coal I 
know of. , 

~Tr. ·~...rO\\-'T_.ES: Is that whnt yon arc going 
to charge \be tax on? 

The TRE·\SURER: The Corn1nis~ioncr will not 
tn.x fot· coal '' hich i:-: mPr:'lv dt?scrihed bv ihe 
Gc-olugi(al Sun'e:,T Depar{Jn0nt n.~ <:xi'sting 
tht•rP. 

l\ir, VO\YLES: If the land is bcin~· workPd 
fN coal purpoecs, it has an added yah1c. ctnd 

has tlw cont.igTlCU') land; but jf it i,, 
a~ r'Oal bea·rin;.; l:'!.nd. DJld the rnan 

who hcs th' privilP'l"C of owning· the land is 
cnmpdkd to pay land tax upon it \\'hen he 
has no intention o£ \VOTking it a" a f'Dn Imine. 
1-h~'n it is in the nahll'C' of con(isr'ation. I 
wonld like to knl)',\' the l'(!rtl intPntion of 

Jlr. rodrs.] 
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the clause in that re,:;;pt:ct. ~Le~J, a:::,d:n, the 
dau:3e s·,vs that th· Conuni··JlUlH!l' h:.s p~l\\'·_l' 
to dt_·-:::idO' bPt\Yeen j01ut 0\.lH'l''· vf LiH_• ~-ELl; 
but 1 thi11k i:l1at \'OU '·ill tinJ th.·t the \Y(;rd
in~~ there i.;; wroug. The Cc ... _nrni~siuncr- _.,liuil~d 
not have po·,n'r to d 1 -::ermine intl're~t:'. l-Ie 
shoul·d siruply have th0 right to detenninc 
the basis of asse'3lll('nt. ard not "·he 
pov-er to dctorrr1ino the interf- .,t itself. be
cause_ yuu are plari~El hi1n 111 the pD;itiou 
fJ~ a ;:)uprcnlu Court JLUige vd1en you p••rn1it 
lun1 to do so. 1 think the drafting is fault:·, 
and the r.rrea~urcr will b~ v1ell ad \·ised if he 
alters the clause to rnad~-

" The basis oi aS:3f'".,Slllc-nt of their 
l'CB}JUctivc interesi in tho JanJ ~·hall be 
dctenni21c cl by the Co1nrnis::.ioner ''

instead of reading-
" Their respective intvl'r:;t::'l in the land 

shall be determined b, tl1e Commis
sioner." 

It teems to Le a rather lJJ_'culiar nH:thod to 
attack the unin1proyud \·alue of tirnber year 
after vear U11tll sul'h tinJ.e as it is 1narketed. 

" l could uEd~~rstarJ ::_l the provi:::;ion 
['l p.rn.J it the taxati('Il wa, ia1posed on 

the timbc1· for one ye~1·; but •.Yh) 
the value should· be altackcd nar afte-r 
year, a11d Hot the inu·ra~ed Yal .. uu of t.~1c 
tuuber as the n·~ult of natur-11 growth, l do 
11ut knu\v. 1 kno\v of a t as~:..• \Yhere a n1an 
has 160 acres of land of an unimproved value 
ui £2 an rt.C'rc, the tirnbcr uu which is 
Y:..:1ucd at £J,\ ;O. lie -..vill lw·. :..- to pav on 
ubvut lC'n tlnw, th<:> ..-aluc of the 1ua·C.1 on 
ac.count of the adclL·d Yaluc: ia tlic fonn of 
tim_b,·r, !Wt or:ly i11 tht.' ti1 t ~ c•.',l', bu;-. ln 
dw ·:ccnd yc,_u·, and the ~h; l·tl yr-~n, and lw 
fourth :--ear; a~hl lh~ will hayc t;) pay, iu 
uddition, Incon1c tax trhen h.; splb the 
~i1nbL•r. It :tppt:ar- to Jn· rlJr.1:: tht! prineiple 
IS \Vrong. 

:\lr. L'OLL1XS: Do- he• not gt i tl~ £1.F·OL) 
{:'-:Cnlption ~ 

_\lr. YOY;LES': Cer~a1u]~: not. If h-.:- i·
t;"razlng on the land he does 11ot get tlu_::., 
l'X8nlptioll. i\.s I hPvo aieL {.h ::·aid 1 tl1iLk 
the {_lrliniiion of rnarkl'table V tiu!b<;r ::'hould 
be wade YU'V exact. Ti:ubcr Hla\' be 
111ark tablL'·; b~Lt the Bill pru,·ich" no~ bas.is 
fur an·i,,ing ut i;..; fro~n a taxation 
puint u£ y]c,Y. Tho fron1 raih: av 
li!1PS, thP {'0 t of cnt~t frorn tin1~ 
to tir11o of cuiting it. co~:dition_,-,·dl 
shoulJ bP L k~·n iuto cOIJ idt:ration b:: tho 
(' Jnunls.~ioiwr. 

n, ". y,-. 
::;Iollet take--.: 
l1DVl. 

SMITH : Tho ConuH1s
fact~ into con~,idPru.ticn 

:Jlr. \TO\YL~_'S: I u.Edr1 t utd that th:re 
is a flat rat' of 10:''. p{'l' lOJ i->Upc·rflc·ial fc~et on 
the ntlue of tlw timber. and th>tt thPrP is 
llo ::;lidi11g r:cak rcflcctin·.( difL,ring di Lllt(",'S 

ft·mn nutrket or ·cl;ffr'ring rnarkcting '?(l:;;t-;. 

-~-hat is ;;:o, it i·..; wro· g, ::t.nd g propc>r b)_~is 
lv• :-3; i- dov.:n for th;' Uorrnnis-:i-,nor. 

~·H a lHhr :-:t----:g-c-, if thP Tr(' .. .-:un_"r is .not 
pr- pare-d to altc'r the clnu--:e to suit. n1v 
YiC'\Y:3, I int· 11d to 1novc r-tl< ~lntend:ment ill 
t1H~ ·direction I haYe alrL'ndy indicated, 3nd 

nb· rqtH'I~t! \. a proyj~o b, whjr;h t,inibcr 
grc.wing on the Ja::cl shr:ll bo~ -pccially dciined. 
A3 I pointed out before, " all niarkr""a0lo 
titnl~ ·r gro\vin~.!," on the• land" includf 
nattll'~ll tirnber- and ~11YibPr which is being 
rc.·_-iicrt.- That j .. an irnproYeme.ut nuro 
and i!nd it would not be attach-able 
n~ unirr;,pi'OYrd Yaln , v:c"e it not for tho 
\Ynrding. of this c~ause, which brings jt 

\Yithin the taxatioD po',.'Cr. Thcr•-"' should b('~ 
;_-:. distinction bchn:rn natural timber and 
that "·hi(·h bd~ been pb11tcd. H thf"~ claw·•·· 
has to sbnd, it should be rnadp pnctir ,cb:,·: 
as it is, it is impracticable. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit ray): I confc•:s that 
I would like a littl,, explanation about rhio 
clause. particularly wiyh rcgrtrd to the 
marketable value of 11n1ber. Tho words 
'' rnarketablc timber growing on the land" 
c::-:n haYc a yer.v \vide interpretation. If it 
means millable timber growing on the land 
and a specific girth is defined, it is g.oing to 
be all right. Almost all harchvood umbcr
I do not k110~.v anvthing about pinc-1s 
marketable to a grCatcr or lesser ext~nt. 
\Vhcre vou s~e natural reaffZJrestation go1ng 
011 vvith~ straight you·1g saplings earning up, 
these saplings are n1arkctuble <-ts scaffolding 
polc•s. Thcv should not i.Jo allm\•C'd to be 
marketable;. but, if they ar~ to be included, 
t hev are going to put vnluC' on the land. 
Hoilow tree' of certain cla:,.;es-such as blood. 
wood, yellow stringy bark, blackb':'tt, and 
s,.,·eral other -arc no good for mrlhng pur
poses, but they certainly arc g?od. f?r fcncir;g; 
and a lot of men make a fan bnng cuttmg 
th:'t tinllJer. splitting it, and s..:-lling it.. But 
jf the man' who is' gro-. .-ing this t.i1nbcr has 
to pa \' tax on tht~ value of it. he~ is going to 
haYL' ~ smncthin~ ... to pay. T:-~kc· th£> ~mallrT 
sapling·:. ~-bout -9 inc:h.. in Jiarnetc1'. Thc•y 
can lh• caHed n1arkctalJlc, ho~anso they CtiD 

be u.;;.ed fc•r 1n-ining ti:n!bc•r; but a man n1ay 
not '.vish to cut thcn1 for DHtrkcting. Yet a 
h::1d Ya.luPr going on the r!Tta to Yalue th.c 
proprrtv would ecrtainlv value t.hern, and 1t 
maY ha~vc thP cffpct of 'dc•tro_ying the whole 
olJj . .:)ct of rai . ..,ing the exemption under thi~ 
I3iil. Arn~cmp ,.·ho knowR anything about 
hardwood" timber would s. y thcct £10 au 
acre v.ould h < g loY,' titnber YaJu~ for fair 
av~ragc quality hard\,ood i11 the tin1bcr 
lil\!lS of th0 St~<tc. On ·' 160-aere block that 
v:·onld rcpn _.:en~~ a ilrnl ··;· va1nf' of £1,600, 
a!ld, if the land was valued at £1 an acre, 
it ''"oultl n1ean an additional sum of £160 
for th': land. \Yhich '-· .--.uld n1'" <-!1 some\-vherc 
in thE:' ;·icinjt of £2i'Q :axable Yllue oYer 
and aboYe th~ expmptiun of £1.500 alloc.,·ed 
nndcr thf' BilL I wo·Jld like an cxprcs.~~on of 
nninion £~ o1n 1 he Treasurer :- .s to hat is
n\:, nt bv r,·arkotablr tii11ber. In order to 
n:nke th~ clau-.:n clear FO that the full v;dup
or the <"cc,nption intr·nd. Ll by this Bill sh•ll 
lld n•cr>iYcd. there should b~ a later clause 
providing that ti1nbcr above a ccl'tain ~irth 
fha 11 };,~ nHtrk:ctablc titnb0r for such f!.lld 
~uch n purpose. 

The TRf' ASt:RER: The le ,,j, r of th,, 
CppqJ;tin•J aL-d tht• bon. I11('nlbcr for J~i.tzroy 
.Ju-' lddO<l1•!<.!.' UI1d•r ,1 ·\el·.- 0-....-:traor:nnary 
1ni~--appr0hc-rhion in regard to thi~ ruattC'r. 
It is as·~umed bv those hon. lHC'Jnbers that 
'"e arc for the first tin1e propo_,~lllg to ]C<-,·~· 
land tax upon the tirnb, r and ccr:.l yalu~ of 
the land. Kothing of the sort ib int0ndcd. 
Thr, f'lctnse does not mea'J that. I11 order h· 
r.J'"!:irc at the unimpro\-f'rl yaJnr· of la"!:'d, 1-hL' 
Yalnf' of tlw n::cturul >lanrl"l'l!; timbc;· ha' 
alwa~'s brPn t.1kf'n into n0cmu1t ln' th' St ~t·, 
nnd by tht: Co.nmonwealth for the' purpose of 
lt~nd taxntion. 

::,Ir. JJ ·~.RTLEY: Tbrn: is n~; 
n: nfldt?r the -rlcficition of 
yaluc." 

The TP.K\SURER: Tlw 
may ty that. but it is 1~0~ so. 

r:uthor;tv for 
'' uuln1p!:oved 

hou. n1~ m_hcl~ 

1-fr. t-L>\BTL:;:Y: I wculcl likr son1c•one to 
point it out 
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T11e TREAS"CRER: If there was no 
authority for it, no t.a.xpa:. er v. ould have 
pnid it, or it would very soon huve been 
conte· t-cd. flon. lll('rrlbors opposite do not 
seem to know that tlw'c vahw; are taxahlo 
no\v. This clause is beir:g put in to prevent 
tho eYasion of taxation bv the 0\Yll"rs of land 
on which standing ti1nber is situated. In 
order to e-.; ado taxa.tion. landowner2 reduce 
their v,tluc· b:v sc,llinr:- thE~ tinJbcr, n1aking 
1noro or le~ a·· fraudul·"'nt sale of the tl1nher, 
and, when the.<,- 1nak0 their land tax returns, 
they rcturr> only the unimproYorl value of the 
land minus the timber. and stat" that they 
are Dot the owncTs of the timber. 

:Th!lr. CLAYTO:-r: You receive inron1c tax o:l 
the timber .old. 

The TREASLR.EH.: Of cours0 we do, and 
the taxpayer uu:kcs a d( duft'iou for the 
an1onnt of timlJcr t-hat h·~ sJls ''h0n he m .. akc_s 
his land tax return. 

~Ir. I(ERR: It js proposed that the tin1ber 
shall be t xed res it stands. 

Tho TRK\SLiREH: It is bc•ing taxNl :•s it 
stands now by the Commonwealth and by 
the• State. The ho:n. 1ne1nbcr does no1 se~·n1 
to h t\C lwov.E tlkt. The lePder of the 
Oppo~ition rai~cd the point of possible yalua
rj'W on tirnbc·r in bOn10 j11ac{ -~';Lie placr-, 
aLd stated that the ;;aluc of such t.i1nbor 
\rould bo eo~~ i,J red iJl' taxation purposc3. 
This clause st::ttcs that the YJ lue is to l,c 
ari·iycd at b.'· hasi1!g regard to the market
able; value of tho timber, and, if th timber 
(\:J,nnot l>~ marketed, it Vlill nc,t be returne-d 
<1~ conferring any additional Ytdue on that 
land. 

Hon. \Y. II. BAHl\,:S: \Yho is to docid,, 
that? 
. The TREAsr~REn: In t!1e fi!'at instanc.:' 
the (~JITlllli::::iu:lcr, aiHl, if there i.'-' anv 
appr_l, then the t..·ibu.t' .. .tl, 111 the san1,e way 
a.-; other puints of a ~ilnilar nature arising 
under the ..:\et aro dE. ~idrd. '.l ben~ is la11d 
~ittHLtcd 1u v;::u·ioas part~' of Qu0c.:.1slanJ cO.l
taini; g tinlll:.:r of great potential y;:duc~but 
not of au;T rnarkctablc valur because it c ~n
not Le n~arketed, :-.J in crtsc it ~tdds 
Il() ...-aluc to tho land for taxation purpose.;. 
If the CJU ntry is dP\ eloped hy the extension 
oi railr. aY~ or roads a!ld tho titnbcr takt · 
on a nw~·ketable value, it \vill then corne 
\Vithin the renln1 of taxat:~on, just as the 
unin1proved vnlun of the land increase] by 
tho(,e menna. 

I want to dear up ~:. 11li:_.lpprchension on 
i:he pnrt of the leader (;f t.lle Uppo-_,it!on and 
other hon. n1c1nber~ th~t the principle of 
add:ng the vahJe of the t.ilnbc:r is no', bni .g 
introduc ,~d for the firF,t time. 

~lr. \TowLE".l: I did r.ot say thnt. 

ThP TRE~\.SCRER: Th~! lion. rncn1bcr for 
Dalby did not s~.y that; Lut H,~ hnn. n1ern
bcr for FitLroy did. I also \Vallt to clear up 
the rni u·~derstandin~ OE t~1C :cco: d point
that the nwrketable value vYill bt~ tak>.:n ~.8 
r~lato to any ';;,t~n~ing. tin;b~r DJ. a ~:,c1 
guth; ,,hcrnver 1t iS s1tu !,r-~d. lh'lt net 
~o. It. will onh- bn t::dtc"l bv t-11\• C'':inrni 
sioncr and adde~c1 to the valu(~ of the laut 1 if 
it i~ l:lal·ket,"ble. 

::\Tr. fTAWI'LEY: \Yhy.· not specify the nJar-
kcu~lJlP gi d-h? · 

The TREASVRER: If the timb"r hos a 
valu,-., even if it is not up to a ccrta.in ?;lrth, 
it \ould be taken. \Ylw not? 

!--Ion. \V. II. I3ARXI:S: Yon ~.vill get tl1at in 
the iiJcomo tax. 

'l'he TREASUHER: If the hon. gentle
m:1n thinks this is uniu,,t. then his brother 
I\ ... ~,7iona.list:;, in the C~mnl-t1onwea.lth Parlia
D1 ut are also unjust, 

I-I on. \\". 1-I. BARx:.~s: I n;n responsible for 
rny O\Yn ac:t.:on0,, 

'l'he TREASURER: The hm>. geni'cmrtn 
i~ not too respor~iblc for those either. Th\_' 
~ ;une principle app:i('-; iu rl'gard to ('Oal. 
Cmd ahrays has been subj-ect to valur:.tion 
\\·hen arriving· at tl1c unirnpruvcd value of 
land; but it iR absurd to assun1o that., 
lw<.~uusc geological surveys di: close coal rnea
surcs in certain countrv, t.ho Co1nmi~sioncr 
io going immediately a,;d arbitrarily to add 
to tho unimproved value of land in that dis
trict becau~e it is suppo;·cJ tha.t coal under
lies the loncl. 

}J:r. BH.\XD: lie \Yill have power to do t'O. 

The TREAS"CRER : It is only the nlue 
of the cm:! that is likeiy t 1 he enjoyed by 
the OY\·nor of the land under ,,·hich the co:-tl 
js situated. tlJat will be tfl ,,ucl. If a n1an 
takes up farming land in the DalLy distr;ct. 
even if it is certain there arJJ coal n1ea~nrcs 
underlying the land, it is not going to )nake 
any diircrcnc" for \7 a1uat1nn purpo~cs unless 
the coal can be realised b,- him or rc1lioed 
b.v someone who purchases "the land and who 
takes into account the existence of that coal 
111Cf'LSU1'0 

nlr. liAR'rLEY: Take a rcafforc~tt ,; an?a. 

The TREASL~RER: In the case of a 
rcaf-t'orc~ted ar( 1., the t1n1ount CXl1Cr d:.:d in 
ronfforc:-.taiion is allovvC'd ns an in:prov~rr:.--.nt, 
aed it do('S not nJ.cl in an·v wav to the unim-
proved value of tho land." u 

J\1r. VovvLES: It sayf' :' All tin1bcr gro\vn." 

The TREASURER: The definition of 
"hnprovcd value" C0 1• er·] th,tt. There are 
ill tanc{'s of thj i1: tht) e.<porlenc<J of the 
'raxation Dt~partrncnb, bnth of thl' Cmntnon
S',-'('alth c:nd the StatG, whrre l·caffore,:_;fJ.tion 
has taken p]rrco. \Yhr-r0 1P0nc_.~ i. ( xpended 
on the land for r-eitffon ·tation it is an 
itnprove;nent to the land. and it does not 
add to the unimproved vnlne of t}1c land for 
taxa:i.on purpo',DS. 

J\lr. ·vovvLES: And ''~·hen yon rd~~ thi Bill 
it will. 

Tho TREASURER: It is a!J·,~lutn non· 
sense for the hon. rnc~11bcr to say thnt.. 

An 0PPOSITIO:-J :iVlE'IfBeR: Is the diffe,·cnoo 
between the actnal value of the t in1ber and 
the cost of r•_;afforcstation taxabio? 

The TREAS"CRER: l\o. If it is land 
that ha:, been reaffor<''·'·"cl. that may add to 
th0 in1prov{'d value. but that improvPd Yctlup 
ne'. ~r become;;; taxable. This is foilowing 
a, \\ rll-rcc: g'1i~,cd prinriple of taxation, and 
rccognlscd by the C0mlno:nYealth. It h<1.s 
hC'L'll inquired into VC'J':V fn•ruPntly, and has. 
in som-2 cR~r;:::, been the fub_icct cf nppea.l. 
There js no jnnov ~ticn in reg-ard to jt, and 
th:: hon. g0ntleman ):;; putt-ing n :;;trained 
interpretation upon th0 clan~· . In ordr-r to 
g-i\·c his intcrprct,dion tn th1s, '"~ \Yould 
hnvc to jgnorc the dE'finitions of "nnim~ 
pl'OYf'd va]~o" and "in1pnY\ cd vn1uc·" in the 
principal Act If the hon. gentlr m n. c~n 
show t0 me that. \vhat "~P prnpo:::e h{'l'f' IS Hl 
some way going to render nng-n tory th ~ defi
n-it.ion -of " improve-Cl yaltH'" "nniinnroYed 
Y[lluc." n:1Cl. "capital vnlLL ''as thf'~· appear 
in tlw principal Act, I will be prepared to 
listen to him. 

Hon. E. G. Theoclore.] 
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Mr. FLETCHER (l'ort Curtis): ~otwith
standi11g· the Trensurer's rC'lnark,,. I do not 
approve cf the clnn~e as it stauds. It di . .:. 
tinctly stat('s-

" Land tax sha1l be_' rhargen,ble on the 
value of n1arketablc timber gro\ving en 
n11d on the v.._,luc of coal contained in nny 
land." · 

rrh{~ Commissioner ha!' auliLlitr:l pew er; he 
~as pov\·cr to say what the uwrkotn hlc \ alnc 
lS. 

The TRK-\.SrREH: ITe ha;:; power nu1.~, nnd(·l' 
the principal Act. 

Mr. FLETCIIER: 1 n·cognin thct_ but it 
wa~ not expre::-.-·l:v statu_l in the, priEcip~tl .. \et 
as it is iu this Bi11. 

The TEEA;.;uuEE: It .,,_a~ ~1 ~finitely st:1.tcd: 
with regard to coal, few in:-t:IIH P. 

;"~:fr. FLETCI-II:R: CDal bci1v,. rHined at 
the time tould he assc·scd: hnt this o:ives the 
Cmnn.is~ioncr unlirnitcv:1 1101~ 0r. Ho nwy 
not excrci"3o it. but ho nu1v. \Ye kno~Y wh t 
has happen~Jd u~dcr the 'sugar .\cquisition 
Ad. \V1;on von ha vc po\vcr \'OH an~ a.pt to 
n~o lt anclcl' c,::-rt::t!n circmn,,taflJ--=-"-:. Th0 
giYing of this p0\Ver 1Ni11 create a lack ot 
C(mfi.dcncP, bcrnusc pP0pl0 \Yill HOt kn{nv 
exactly ·where they stand. The Cornmi sioncr. 
under this Bill. has pm cr. whetber he use~ 
it or not. to as'loss f'O:ll nn D1Pl'(~ snpposition. 

The TREAseREH: If he ruakcs a \Yron~ 
-~.s"'<"'··~ment, t.hc t:1xp8yj 1' ( ·n UlliJUd. 

1\fr. FLETCHER: The tnxpaye1· mH· 
appud, but at what exjwmc' Ho may ha\·e 
to tako it to l],,, High Court. 

Tho Tnr.A:'·1'm~n: Ho need not tako it tu 
the Iligh Conrt; he can go to a State j ud;j~ 
·,itting in chamber·. 

1\Ir. FLETCHEH: This lays it down that 
tho Cornrnissjon0r h: s ·unlit~itrd po'i"'Cr tn 
a.sse>s the value of coal on land situated 
anywhere. 

The TRE.\SrHEH: I-Ip cnn onlv as· ·')SS tJH~ 
llnirnprovcd value-not th0 irnpi:oved Yrrlue. 

3'1r. FLETCI-IER: A Innn may buy a 
piec·] of land, and n1 y afh·~n.cara . .., fi.nd that 
thGre is c.oal on it, and thr: CmnrnisPioncr 
rnav sav that the Yalu;~ ]~ ::t ('P.r:-aill nnlGlL 

Lin,der 'clause 11 he has po1vn 'to charge 
rctrospecti voly. 

The TRnn:nER: If that coa.l can lJc 
worked for tlw benefit of the 01-:ner, it will, 
of courso, add to the in1proYcd value of the 
ln.cod. 

::11r. FLBTC'HER: But who is 1-\oing to 
decide when it can be \vorkcd? There maY 
be innun1crable areas of coal quite close t~ 
the surface, which could all be mined and 
marketed. but, owing to the number of areac, 
it vvould be cc.oncmical1y impossible to \\·ork 
them all yet. The Commir,sioncr might say 
that. as the coal was all marketable, he 
would put a value on it. It is also unfair, 
when you consider that private o'·-nu·s have 
to cornpet0 with the State mines-that is 
nn.other unfair burden. Privat·" O\YnC'rs have 
also to comr>eto with pe,ple shipping coal 
overseas. Tha Govcrnnwnt have po~,~-cr to 
char~e lanrl tax on the value of the land. 
and then c_~n charg-e incon"!e tax on the roa l 
\Yhich is mined, whil'h is o. fair thinp-. This 
nrovi<:>ion i:. so unfair that we sbould not 
r)f!~C it. The Treasurer as~nl'C-' ns that theY 
have the po,vcr now, but it h1s ne~-cr been 
ddinitclv stated likn this. vVhen we pass 
la.\YS it is for all time, and we do not know 
how otl:cr GO\·crnments will view them. 

[Mr. Pletcher. 

The Tm~AST:RER: I'Ve will not be answer
able for the Na.tiono.lists. 

Mt. FLETCHER: \Ye should ddino i" 
dear trrn1s \\·hat is llH"r:.nt before vve pass 
thi~ clau:-::e. rrhc pcnv('r wonld. perhaps, b8 
juf'tifi.ahle 1vlH~r0 you can ~ee the coal, and 
know what ih mnrkctable valu0 is. Then, 
again, you may have a good class of c.oal 
\• ith jnfcrior strata nndcl.'ncath. but thC' 
Cornnlis,joncr rnay say tlutt it is all good 
n1arketable coc:d. 

Th0 Tn~:,\BCREl;.:: You are ignoring the 
fac: that that applies now. How do tlwy get 
on noy,- in all these ca-se·~? 

Ivlr. FLETCHER: It app1ie:> no1v because 
tht~ Commi--~iont?r has po· .·pr to Rny \Yhat the 
;·aluo of the land is; but this includes tbe 
Yalue of thu nuukcta blo coal on the land. 

The• THEASTTR!:R: rrht•y arc aSSC'SS\.'d now 
olt that ba~is. 

lVIr. FLETCHER.: I kno1v; hut a man 
ought to hitvP the right to ask the CommJS
sionE•r ;.\'hat hjs anthoritv is for assessing the 
value of the coal. .. 

The TREAEn;nER: The authority is given 
nnd<'l' the principal _\et. 

:'>'r. FLETCHER: I rccogni<o that: but 
it is not so definitely ~tat0cl as here. If yon 
arc going t,) give the polver, \vhy nDt statu 
rlN1rly Lxactly how far the pow0r extends? 
I hope that :•n amendment w-ill be made to 
do that. The same argument applies to the 
timber, c·cccpt that yo'u eau sc,J the timber 
:1.nd will not bo likf'lY to make a n1istako 
about it. , 

The 'I'REASC:RER: During all tho time I 
have h~cn T1·ca·-urer I lla.n] not had OilL' 

comJllaint ho:n a coalo,n1cr that he has 
be0n \':l'l)ngly n ~ sf.\··sed. 

1\lr. FLETCHER: I am not sayin~ that: 
but ":on are bringin~ in a clanRo ;vJdch is to 
apply_ for ?ll time, and yon should state the 
111ea.rnng Ctearly. 

The Tm.;.\st:·nER: It is int"ndPd to deal with 
tlw;;c persons wh.o \Yant to nvado the la·,\·. 

1\Ir. l1"'LETCiiER: It. ought to bo c1oarly 
dcf111cd. i\s regai·ds tin1hcr, you arc puttin~· 
an in1position ou people who have largo 
areas 0f hn1bcr rnorc than n, re::tsonablo dis
tance fron1 a rnarkct. It i~ asking people 
tn cut their inun::tture tintber, otherwise they 
'"ill ha ye to pay taxation for all tlrnc. upon 
it. Th0re Inav be some staHds of bmbet 
which ,·ou coulJ not get rid of in a hu~1dred 
vcars rrnd vet it \Yill be marketable tnnbor 
~ndc: this :'\et in the eves of thA Commis
sioner. and will be taxable all the time. 

r:l~he TnEASt:RER: It is assessable now foe 
taxation. 

Mr. FLETCHER : I know; but suppose 
anyone with frePhold land seb himself out 
to go in for r0c'.fforestation? 

The Tn:',SPilER: \Ye can make it perfectly 
cl:'ar that it does not apply to rcafforostation. 
There f!8Crl1S to be sorne rnisunderstanding 
about it: but, if >Ye insert the word 
" natural " bPforc the \Yord " timber," ~t 
wi1l then app1:· only to nfltural1y g1:ovving 
tirnbt t. That ~,vill rnake it perfectly clear. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not tJ->ink it will 
a Jtpr I he sen ,.,., of it at all. 'I' he clause 
nndoubtcdly wants amPnding, and the leader 
of the Oppo,ition hos foreshadowed an 
amendment which I hope he will moYG. 
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Tlw Tcui,urcr cannot convince me that I 
;nr 1\ ron~·. 

The TH.EISI"RL:R: Although timber and cooJ 
ar IlO\'T ;:1 ~.~._·;,~"'able, you- want to exempt 
them. 

:VIr. FLETCHER: :'-Jo. The Commissioner 
has bPen a:::sessing thmn on a sound and 
equitable basis; but this gives the Commis
sioner unlimited and indefinite power for 
the futnre. vVe do not want to give that 
powm·, because we know hat has been done 

·under the Sugar Acquisition Act. Once we 
give this power, we do not know how it will 
be operated on later. I hope the leader of 
the Opposition will move his amendment. 

Mr. DEACO:'-J (Cnnninglwrn): I do not 
agree with the clau.e, and I move the inser
tioa of the following words after the word 
""land," on line 17-

" Provided that where timber is 
plant-ed on land, or naturally growing 
timber is protected or cultivated, so 
as to increase the value or the growth 
of the timber, such operations shall be 
deemed to be improvements for the pur
pose of this Act." 

The TREAScRER: That is all right. 
Amendment agreed to. 

i\1r. MOORE (rlubir1ny): I do not agree 
with this clause at all. I think it is most 
iniquitous that the tax is being collected at 
the precent time. I know men who have 
been driYcn out of business through this tax 
being put on their land. They were forced 
into the market when there was an over
supply of timber. because they could not pay 
the taxation on the timber. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Timb0r 
-is very dear now. 

Mr. I\100RE: \Ve arc trying to get people 
on the bnd to conserve the forests of Queens
land, because we ore told that later on we 
sha 11 suffer from want of timbc•r. '\ ow these 
people arc being forced on to the market 
became they cru;not afford to pay the taxa
tion on it. 

J\Ir. CoLLINS: Give us something easy. 

Mr. MOORE: I would like to point out to 
the hon. member for Bowen that, if you take 
land wi!h ordinarv timber-bv no means a 
first-da -s a rea-yo'u will Jind ·that there is 
perhaps 10,000 superficia I feet to the acre, 

of which 33 per cent. is probably 
[7.30 p.uL] third class and 6,300 superficial 

f ot of marketa~ble timber. That 
man's la.nd is valued at £2 per acre. He has 
100 acres of scrub with 6,300 superficial feet 
of marketable timber per acre and 60 acres 
of forest ]and-which is by no means a large 
or a small area-on which there is no markPt
ahlo timber. The timber is valued at 10s. 
per 100 superficial feet. The unimproved 
value of the land ie £320, the value of the 
timber is £3,150, and th.~ total value £3,470. 
on which he pays £33 Os. Sd. land tax and 
£19 16s. 3d. super tax, or a total of £52 16s. Sd. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: There 
must be something wrong with the valuation. 

Mr. MOORE: It is arbitrarily assessed, and 
h~ has to pay. I know cases where a man 
has come down here and asked the Commis
sion r to send up his own valuer to count the 
sticks on the land. 

The TREASURER: The assessment is subject 
to appeal if he thinks the Commissioner is 
wro11g. 

1922-2 G 

Mr. ;\IOORE: But the man must pay. They 
tell him they \vill send up a valuer when he 
is available. I know a man \Vho has be-en 
waiting two years ro haYo his appeal settled. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: Ha, that 
been done under the principal .\.et? 

:;\lr. 2'1100RE: Yes. The Secretary for 
Agriculture does not w·ony how much the 
p ople arc taxed off the land. 

The SEC.RETARY FO.R AGRTCcLTUHE: \Vhat I 
am objecting to is your trying, from your 
poor knowledge of the question, to mislead 
the Committee. 

Mr. MOORE : It is not a question of mis
leading the Committee. I have been down 
)wre with men who have been forced on to 
the market with their timber; and my district 
is not as badly off as others. In the Killarncy 
district, there is three times as much timber 
to the acre as there is in the Cooyar district. 
and the taxation is cm·re'·pondingly heavy. 
The clause is a blot on the Bill. 

Mr. DuNSTAN: You know that there has 
been a timber tax? 

Mr. MOORE : I know there has, and it 
has been nn iniquitous tax. If the owner 
has to pay income tax when the timber is 
sold, why should he have to pay land tax 
} oar after year on it while it is standing? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTFRE: How can 
you regard tin1ber as being an improYcment? 

Mr. MOORE : If it is cultivated or looked 
after, it is. 

The TREASURER: After he sells it he is not 
charged. 

Mr. MOO RE: But why force him on to 
the market when there is not a good market 
for it? Just as you force land into the 
market by putting a high tax on it, so you 
force the man to put his timber on the market 
by putting a high tax on his timber. Th~ 
Cotnmi ')sinner assc:":lsed the value, but it is 
purely a norninal value, and, when you 
force that timber on to the market. there is 
no Yaluc at all, or onJy a very small value; 
and it irnmcdiatelv brings down the value 
of timber. On the other hand. if thcv cannot 
sell the timber, they hnvc to continu~ paying 
land tftx on the timber; and, naturally, that 
l'f~dncc'~ it:. yalu:) nnd eventually force.; it on 
to the market, bccnuse they cannot afford to 
pay. Is there an.': advantage to the State 
in doing a thing like that? I do not know 
thflt the Secretary for Agriculture has had 
much cxnerienc'. I know a man who had a 
beautiful stand of timber and was forced to 
sell it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I regard 
myself as ono of the best timber experts in 
this Chamber. 

Mr. MOORE: Then I wish the hon. gentle
man had had something to do with the draft
ing of this Bill. Then, again, the matter 
to which the hon. member for Fitzroy referred, 
in regard to mining timber, is going to hit 
people very hard. I have had no experience 
in my district, because it is nearly all pine 
there, but I know that it is going to be a 
ycry great hardship where there is hardwood. 
I repeat that it does not pay the State to 
force timber on to the market, and I have 
known timber in the Cooyar district that 
has been burned because the owners preferred 
not to keep on paying taxation. The whole 
of the scrub, youngish pine include-d, has 

111r. 111oore.] 
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h•en felled. The State c·,honld be perfectly 
satisfied with the income tax when the timber 
is sold. 

1\Ir. KERR (R~ortrt•m): I think we might 
divi·cle this qnP,tion into two section··-that 
dealing with artificial timber and that deal
ing with naturrcl timber. The amendment 
moved by the hon. membor for Cunningham 
only makes it clear that the value of artificial 
timber is to be deducted from the unimproved 
value of the lrmd. There was nothinrr to be 
lost b~,7 aecPpting thC' nrnPndrncnt, a~d pro
bably that is why tlw Tr< ~.surer agreed to it. 
But, as pointed out by the hon. rrwmller for 
Port Cm·tis, the clau'e s"ill stands in mch a 
form th'"t an" markehble timber will be 
taxed, irn--'~P- 'iv of ,,,hethC'r it is artificial, 
and is dc.lucoecl from the unimproved value. 
Mrq:kclahh-.. tlnlbPr nH'flll" anv tirr1ber that is 
~tanding. Ex:nct1y tlH sarrie po~iti{)n has 
arlsq1 ns aro::>C i~1 rrrrarrl lo na,tural inrrf'aso 
in ca.ttle-the timber will be removed in 
preference to paying taxation on it. 

As rcvarels the qnc· cion of natural timber, 
T shoncd like io quote from a littl" book bv 
:\fr. E. C. Landcm:· n, assessor of State !an~\ 
tax-a Yery e:-;:cellent book it is, too, and 
v:orth its price of onp g·uinra. It say.s-

" Tf the · timb0r is natuml to the 
country, it must not be regarded as an 
improvcnwnt from the standpoint of land 
tax. as its prr:.0ncc there is not due to 
the operation of man." 

That is quite correct.; but, unfortunately, 
that timber is taxed. Let me give an example 
of what I mean. Suppose you purchase a 
piece of freehold property at £2.000. the 
improvem •nt:· being value·rl at £500. A notice 
of purchase must be sent in, and on that 
notice the unl1nprovcd va1ue n1ust. be ret11rned 
as £1.500. Tbe onlv deduction allowed is 
the ,£500 for fpncinp; a'nd other imnrovements: 
therefore, the taxation is paid on £1,500. 
The fact is. :vou are pa,: ing a duplicated tax 
-on th 0 purr·hasr• price of the land and on 
1hc markPtahlc price of the timber. \Yhen 
that tinlbf'r is ~oid. yon have to pav taxation 
on it ~ third tin1~.L You nl"'o h ~~c to P~S 
anotbor tax on it as undeveloped land. I do 
not think thir: is nn P(]u;tnhle clause at all. 
What. cpplic·- to ~-;mhr applies to coal. 'l'hr 
\vho1c f'lau;:;£ f.ho11ld b2 voted agninst. I an1 
quite mrr the hon. member for Fit.zroy will 
voto against it. 

Mr. 11.\RTLT•:Y (Fitzroy): I will disabuse 
the hO!l. g ·rtlr1n1.n's 1nind in regard to 
which wav I will yotr. I will yote with 
tbis party: l·N''tHsc I b01ong to this party. 

An 0PPOSI'f!OX ::\lE'-IBER: \Ye knew that. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. EL\RTLI<:Y: Notwithstanding that 
assertion, I won1d again urge the Treasurer 
t,., rcconsid ·r the clrruse and place at the 
end EL provision ,,-hich will exempt cert.ain 
va.lucs. I listened attentivelv to what the 
hon .. 70ntlon1an said about t~king into con
sideration the value of timber on '!and. when 
ascc'cing thc> ya]ue of the land. That may 
ha YC bec•,1 done, but there is no stfltutory 
authority for doing it. I will quote the 
dcfmition of " unimproved value"-

" In relation to land. the capital sum 
which the fee-simple of the land mirrht 
be expected to rE'alisc if offered for s';,]e 
on such reasonable terms and conditions 
as a bona fide seller would require, 

[Mr. Jlioore. 

assuming that. the improYements (if any) 
thcrcon or appPrtaining tltel'P1o and 
made or acquired bv tho owner or his 
predecessor in title h"ad not been m ad e." 

That is to say, a fair market price, not 
taking in1proYen1cmts into consideration. 
The 1'rcasuror argued that. the timber is an 
;.deled value on the land. In some cases it 
is not. 

Th0 TREASURER: I did not say it is an 
added value; it is an inherent value. 

:VIr. I-IARTLEY: In land tax valuC'o<, the 
proper principle is to tax tho value of the 
land in prol'ortion to what it will produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR· AGRIOFLTUI!E: \Vould 
not a bona fide s<:ller want something extra 
bee n1se of the existence of the timber on the 
land? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Let me answer the 
S.ecretarv for Agriculture with anothcr ques
tJOn: Would not a bona fide buyer, looking 
at heavy hardwood forest country, parti
cularly with a lot of hollow timber on it. 
~a:;~. " I \vant a certain amount k·~ocked off 
because of what it is going to take to clear 
this land " ? 

The TREASURER: \Vhat the seller is willinf!' 
to give determines the price. 

Mr. HARTLEY: But it does not deter
mine the Lnnd Tax Commi~!=.J.ioncr'~ ya}nation 
of thr land. liP t.akes what the seller is 
ready to give. and puts on his estimation of 
the , n1tH' of thC' tindJeL I£ thi~ clause goes 
through as it is, nearlv every 160-acrc block 
in Queensland-- · 

An 0PPOSITIOX l\1E~!BER: Including your 
own block. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: My own two blocks, 
although. if the hon. member wrmts to infer 
that I n1n fig·hting on my ovvn account, I an1 
Hot worryi11g a bit about it. I know that. 
if it hits n1c, it i~ going to hit ninety-nine 
out of everv bundred other men a hun
dred tim,,s hardPr. I do not tbink it can 
hit the two blocks I happen to own, because 
alrr >dv the timber has ~een sold off them and 
eut OY~~r; still thC're is euffiC'lent timber there 
t') rcmoYe those bYO blocks from any exenlp
tion uncl<:'r the wide interpretation of this 
clause. \Vha.t I want to get at is the position 
of a ma~. •yith a 300-acrn block who has 
about 30 or 40 acres cultivated and has forest 
timber on the rc .. t. It is going to put the, 
,.,due of his block up to at least a couplE> 
of thousand pounds' tctxable value, and 
destroy any exemption provided by this Bill. 
1\:ot only is the timbcr-particularlv hard
wood timber-not alwavs an asset, but, as 
tbe Treasur .. "r and parti~ularlv tbe Seoretarv 
for Public Lands must kl'o;v, it is a biQ: 
cost on lacd in heavv hardwood fore;t 
countr,, where the avera-ge price for falling, 
stumping. and grubbing is £27 an acre. 
Let the Treasnr<:'r take into consideration 
the cost of putting land under cultivation. 
\Ve had an example at Beerburrum, where 
thev had to pay £40 an acre to clear the 
land of the timber: vet. I will undertake to 
sav, the value of that timber was only about 
£20 an acre. If the man who had that block 
ha cl to pay land tax on an added value of 
£20 an acre because of the existence of the 
ti'Tlber, he would not have been able to 
take up the land, and nobody would have 
looked at it. I hope the Treasurer will 
allow a provision to be added which wilt 
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make it clear that only timber shall be 
charrreJ !or which is of a certain girth or 
that bis marketable for certain purpose". It 
is all verv well to sav that hollow timber is 
marketable. In ccrt~in circumstances it js. 
But the man who has 20 or 30 acres to ckar 
and cultivate does not want to put in his 
spare time splitting. fence posts and sending 
them down here. He has not any time to 
spare. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood) : There 
seems to be some misapprehension in the 
minds of hon. gentlemen as to what is the 
unimproved capital value of land which is 
heavily timbered. I listened to the hon. 
member for Fitzroy making a statement 
about the value which may be placed upon 
hollow timber. If any mistake is made in 
the a'sessmcnt of land that has hollow timber 
on it. it is not the fault of the Act, but of 
the inspector who assesses that timber. 

Mr. GREEN: You believe in this additional 
burden, then ? 

Mr. W. COOPER: If the hon. member 
will listen to me very carefully, he will won 
find out whether I believe in it or not. 
That hon. m cm ber says here a lot of things 
h3 does not believe in. vVould any hon. 
member think for a moment that any man 
was sane if he valued 100 acres of standing 
pine at the same unimproved capital value 
a; 100 acres of hollow spotted gum? Ask 
any man who owns 150 to 200 acres of red 
cedar whether he would take the same price 
for that land with the cedar on it a·• he 
would with tho cedar removed. The fact 
that the timber stands on it g·ivo, that land 
an added unimproved capital value. There 
are large millo,··ners in Queensland owning 
large ar<as of land who allow the timber to 
stand on it for their own purpose. Hon. 
members ask the Treasurer to accept a~ 
amendment whorcbv there will be ro added 
unimproved c·apittil value to thL·~e pine 
forests. 

An 0PPOSITIOX }YlE}!BER: Thoro 1s double 
taxation. 

!\fr. IV. G'lOPER: Thoro is not. \Yhotheer 
the timber is g1wtted-gun1, ironbark, stringy
bark, pine, rod cechr. or Qnecnsland maple, 
or anv other ,-ainablo timber. the asseswr 
takes 'the various timbers into consideration 
and assesses the valne accordingly-. Thero is 
nothing r>]~p for it but to p:--tss a clanst• 
enabling the Gov8rnment to fix an unim
prm ed ;-alne on account of timber where 
the hnd is th!ckly timbered. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I must reply to 
tho hon. member for Rosewood. I-Ie stated 
that he ros~~ to ren1ove any n1isapprehension 
that I had in !ny mind about hollow timber 
I was under no misapprcheusion. Hollow 
timber is very easily split for rails and posts 
for fencing- purposes, and unc'.er certain con
ditions c 'll bo clae,ed as marketable timbet. 
Pvsts thct art' split ontsido Br;sbane are sold 
for about £5 10s. per 100, and I belieYa 
t"nils bring £2 10s. to £4. That is market· 
n ble timber, but it is not right that it should 
be Yalu.od on a block of land for taxation 
purposes. 

The THEASFRER: As a consequenti<tl 
amendment. I bog to move the insertion of 
the word " further," after the word "prn
vidcd," in line 18. 

Amendment agreed to. 

QllL'Slion--That duneo 8, as amended, star1d 
part, of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
diYided :-

Mr. Barlwr 
Bertram 
Bukock 
Co!lins 
Conrov 

, Coope.f,F.A. 
Cooper, W. 
Covne 
Dash 
J 'nnstan 
Ferricks 
Fo!ey 
Forde 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Hartley 
Huxham, 

An:s. 3:3. 
1Ir .. Tones. A .• r 

.. Land 
Larcombe 
1\1ullan 
Pay ne 
Pease 
Pollock 
Riordan 
Ryan 
Smith 
Stopford 
Theodore 
\Yeir 
\Yellington 
Wi!son 
Winstan!ey 

Tellers: Mr. F .• \. Cooper and Mr. Dash. 

Mr. Appel 
,, Barnes, G: P. 
, Barncs, \V. H. 
, Beblnngton 

Bell 
Brand 
Cattermull 

, Clayton 
Corser 
Costello 
DC'acon 
Edwards 

,' Elphinstonc 
Fletcher 

, Fry 
Green 

, J-OllE'l3, ,J. 

l\OES, 33. 
Mr. Kerr 

, King 
, Logan 
, l\iacgregor 

2\<Iaxwell 
Moore 

, 1\forgan 
l\ott 
Pcteroon 

, Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
, Roberts, T. H. 

Hizcr 
Swayne 

., Taylor 
Vowles 
\Yurren 

Tellers: Mr. Deacon and Mr. Costello. 

The GH.\IRMAN: "Ayes," 33: "Noes," 
33 The voting being equal, I give my cast
in~ vot<; in favour of tho " Ayes." (Laugh· 
te;.) The question is resolved in the afi1rma· 
tivo. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I beg to mm·e the fol
lowing new clause to follow clause 8-

" For the purposes of the pr_eccdir;g 
section. provided the coal contamed m 
any land remains the propNty of the 
o\\:ner of the land it shall not be deemorJ· 
to have a value 'unlc 3S or until it has. 
become available for ,,·inning on a lnar
kota blc basi '·" 

The preceding clause is eo indefmite that I" 
dcc.ire to submit this new clame to define the 
powers of the Commissioner, so t~at for 
the futnrc anv ono 'vho has land wnh any 
cord upon i!: w'lll kno\V exactl:; how he stan~ls 
It mo:tns that the owner of the la_nd w1t.h 
coal upon it cannot be taxed un!J l ~e IS 

winning the coal on a marketable basis. . I 
do not desire to reiterate my arguments !ll 

connection with this point. If he should sell 
the coal under the land, It IS a 

[8 p.m.] different matter. The now clause 
will nrevcnt the Commissioner 

from assessing c~al when it is economically 
impossible to market it. I hope the Trea
surer will accept the new clause. as 1t do.es 
not alter what is being done by the CommiS
sioner at the present time, but it makes the 
position quite clear for the future. 

The TREASFRER: It is impossible to 
accept the amendment, as it would have the 
&ffect of upsetting the whole basis of taxa
tion applying to land contammg coal 
measures. The Act at the present time 
relates to the coal that the hon. member 
w.ishes to exempt. 

Mr. FLETCHER: \Yhy bring in the :1ew 
clause, then? 

Hon. E. G. ':.'heodore.j 
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The TH:E:ASL:HER: The clause will pre· 
vent evasion; it will prevent tho owner 
mrtking a fraudulent sale of coal or timber 
in oeder tCJ evade taxation. If the hon 
gL'lltleman can tell n1e of any instance of 
harchhip or gross inju~tice in connection 
with the taxation of coal under the present 
Act I shall be prepared to listen to Lim. 
During the fiye years I have been Treas11rer 
I have not received one complaint in this 
rc.'·pect. 

~\Ir. FLEI'CHER : Suppose a man pLuchased 
" property for £10.000 because he thought 
there was coal under it? 

Tho TREASUHER: If a man pays £10,000 
for a piece of land bee a u ,e there ic, coal 
unckr it, that establishes the unimproved 
value. HP is not going to pay £10.000 for 
the land if the coal is not worth anything 
to him. 

:i\Ir. FLETCHER : He may buy on the chance 
of finding coal. 

The TREASURER: He is not going to 
pay that price on the chance of fmding coal. 
There is no necessity for the amendment. 
The hon. member is labouring under a mis
appreh<:'nsion in regard to the application 
of the Act at the present time. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The clause is absolutely 
crude. 

The TREASL:HER: Clause 8 accomplishes 
what is intended-that is, to prevent '~ny 
evasion of taxation. It does nut increase the 
tax, nor does it alter the basis of arrivmg 
at the unimproved value of the land. 

New clause put and negatived. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunning ham.): I beg- to 
move the insertion of the following new 
clause to follow clause 8 :-

·' Provided further that where the 
owner of the land is personally working 
the timber growing thereon, and is also 
the owuer of the t.imbor, he shall be 
entitled to the like exemption in respect 
of the land tax upon the value of the 
marketable timber as is provided by sub
section two of section eleven of this Act, 
in respect of land used for agricultural, 
dairying. or grazing- purposes, and the 
terms and conditions of that exemptiOn 
shall be applicable so far as they ~an 
apply." 

In manv instances when a new selector takes 
up land~ he d'epends on the proceeds from the 
timber on the land in order to make a liv
ing, and this new clause is for the purpose 
of giving him sorne assistance in the way of 
relieving hin1 of taxation. 

The TREASURER: I cannot accept the 
new clause. If a man takes un land with 
the intention of working the ti'mber on it, 
he will. no doubt, be marketing- the timber 
and g-etting rid of it. If he takes up the 
land for agricultural purposes, he wjll get 
exemption, and there js no necessity for the 
amendment in that case. If he take< un the 
land for the yaluc of the timber, and has 
no intention of improving the land for agri
eulture. then he is a menace to thE' district. 
That has haprenod in my own district, where 
men have taken up land for the timber 
value. and have no intention of fellin<s the 
scrub or otherwise improving the land. In 
my electorate there is a larg<> scrub, and in 
a g-reet many instances throughout that 
scrub there are selections that have never 
been improved. They are harbours for pests 
and weeds. and are only a menace to the 

[Hon. E. G. Theorlore. 

:-:url·\]Unding ~•elpctions. Some of the selcc· 
tors ha,·e han·e-ted as much as £5,000 worth 
of timber by holding up the land for vearo. 
and they haye in no degree added to the 
permanent settlement of the district. This 
amPndment is desig-ned to gi vo those people 
a COl1CCS::ilOI1. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE : Why don't you protect 
them? You have only 1,800 electors! 

The TREASURER: I have 4,600 electors. 

""'ow clause put and negatived. 
Clause 9-"A mend m ent of section 16"
l\Ir. VO'vYLES : This clause relates to the 

section which gives the Commissioner the 
right to prescribe the nature of the returns 
to be sent in by the taxpayer. We always 
contend that that is a function of Parlia
ment; that it should be determined here, or 
it should be dealt with in the form of regn· 
lations approved of by this House. I do not 
see why we should delegate our powers in 
anv direction to Commissioners or individuals 
outside Parliament. If we do that, we may 
have inquisitorial returns asked for. and then 
we shall be charged as an Opposition with 
not bringing the matter before the Govern· 
ment. 'vYe find that there is a desire on 
the part of departments-more particularly 
the Taxation Department-to ask for infor· 
mation which was never contemplated when 
the Acts were passed. The taxpayers are 
fooling that they are being treated more like 
insolvents than anything else. They object 
to giving- all this information which is asked 
for, because they think it unnec<'ssary and 
inquisitorial. I referred, the other night, to 
the fact that one department had access to 
bhe records of other departments. I think 
that, on the broad principle, Parliament 
should decide what the form of return should 
be. either in the form of a schedule to the 
Act or by regulation approved of by the 
House. 

Thr: 'l'REA8URER: The objection of the 
hon. member has something in it. but I do 
not think there is as much ·in it as the hon. 
r<10mber contends for. It, is necessary that 
there should be some discretionary power 
vested in the Commissioner, in regard to, say, 
a verbal alteration. The hon. m cm bcr would 
have a good c~se if he could show that any 
returns which ha vo been a:,k<'d for contain 
que<jtions of an inquisitorial ~1ature such as 
he suggests, but he cannot po1nt to any case 
of that kind. In the State income tax or 
lend tax returns there are no questions 
which are unnccesLory. It is not likely that 
the CommissionPI" will put any questions 
which will cause any taxpayer to <sive infor· 
mation which is not nece·:san·. The informa
tion in the returns is confide'ntial, and is not 
open to inspection by other dopa rtments. but 
there is a reciprocal arrang-ement between 
the Commonwenlth and State Taxation 
Departments to give each other information. 
bnt it is onlv for the informntion of those 
departments,, and is not available to other 
departmNJts. The information is strictly 
confidential. 

Clause put and passed. 
Claus0 10-"Amcndmrnt of section 19"

put and passed. 
Clause 11-"Amrndmcnt of section 20; 

refund of excess"-

Mr. GHEEN (To1lFm·il/e): I move the 
in:::.ertion after the word "power" on line 
54. of the words-

" ,,-ithin thro0 vears from the d"te wher 
such additional' tax became due." 
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It is intended by the amendment to put 
a tirno limit on the Commissioner. It 
will be noticed that the clause enables the 
C{Hnmissioner to put a time limit upon 
the taxpayer, but. on the other hand. the 
Commissioner can go back for a practically 
unlimited time if hP discovers that an 
error has been made which is to his advan
tage, and the additional tax may be 
recovered from the date of the discoverv of 
the error, even if it is a good many years 
br:ck. If we take this dame in conjunction 
w1th the Treasurer's amendment which dealt 
with timber and coal. it appear's to me that 
a man would require a coal diviner or a 
timber specialist to find out how much coal 
was in the ground or what timber was on the 
land, otherwise ihe Commisoioner would be 
able to go back for a long period and practi
cally ruin a man. The Treasurer should 
a ceept thi~ j~1st an;endmcmt, which will place 
the Comm!SSJoncr m the same position as the 
!axpayer. If an error has been discovered 
m regard to the unimproved value of the 
land, the Commissioner should not have 
power to go beyond a three years limit. 

The TREASURER : I cannot accept the 
a.mendment, as. it would be placing an unde
Sirable rcstramt on the Commissioner. 
According to the hon. member if the Com
missi?ner finds. out that a taxp~yer has been 
evadmg taxatwn, he should be limited to 
three years. 

Mr. GREEN : If a man finds the Commis
sioner has been overtaxing him, he can only 
go back three years. 

The TREASURER: The Commissiol).er 
d~·als w1th 33,000 taxpayers, while the indi
vidual. t!lxpayer is only dealing with one 
Comm1sswncr. The individual knows whether 
he; i~ being overtaxed at once, but the Com
mJsswner does not find out that there has been 
an evasion perhaps until after a lapse of 
years. The info,rmation may be disclosed in 
probate procccdmgs or in the registraJion of 
transfer". and the CornmiD::~ioner may only 
then find that deliberate evasion has been 
taking place. 

Mr. GREEX: And he can collect retro
spective taxation. 

The TREASURER: Not collect retro
spective taxation, but taxation which should 
have been paid. Tho same power as this is 
~n the Income Tax Act, and it is perfectly 
JUSt. 

Mr. GREEN: I do not think it is. 

The TREASL:RER: I think it is. Why 
~hould the Commissioner not have this power 
1f he fmds that deliberate C\ a si on has taken 
place? 

Mr. GREEN: What if it is not deliberate 
evasion? 

TJ:e TREASURER : If it is ordinary 
evaswn, v:hy should he not collect it? If 
the taxpayer has not made a correct return, 
why should the Commissioner not collect the 
unpaid tax~ The Commi•,•.ioner has to deal 
with so many people that he is not in the 
sa'?e position as the taxpayer. One would 
thmk from the hon. member that the Com
missioner was doing this for purposes of 
gain. 

Mr. GREEN: He is doing it to get more 
money for you. 

The TREAS"CRER: The Commissioner as 
I said, deals with 33 000 cases, and he ~ust 
uoe his discretion. ' 

Mr. GREEN: I am not blaming the Com
missioner. The Government arc in this Bill 
making it practically imperative for him to 
go back as far as he possibl0- can. 

The TREASURER: Net impcmtive; lw 
can use his discretion. If he finds. as often 
happens, that, through some excusable error, 
a taxpayer has evaded taxation, due allow
ance is made. No one can complain that the 
Commissioner· screws taxes heartless! v or 
callously out of a taxpayer. The Commis
sioner is fair with all taxpayers. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I dc,ire to sup
port the amendment. It seems to me that 
there should be mutual rights so far as the 
Commissioner and the taxpayers are conN 
corned. If the taxpayer is allowed to go 
back only three years, so far as recovering 
over-payments are concerned, then the Com
missioner should be placed in exactly the 
same position with regard to making claims 
for under-payments. During the second 
readin"' debate, we found hon. members who 
did not know that agriculturists under cer
tain conditions could set off ono form of 
taxation against another. From my personal 
experience. I found cane farmers in the 
Herbert district, repre'•ented by a Minister 
of the Crown, who did not know they were 
entitled to do that. 

The TREASURER: It has been made public 
often enough. 

Mr. VOW'LES: You have given a certain 
amount of publicity. There are hundreds 
of people in Queensland who, if they went to 
the Conuni"sioner to-morrow, would be 
entitled to a refund of duty because they 
paid under one form of taxation without 
setting off another form of taxation against 
it. In this clause it is proposed to limit the 
right of the individual to a refund to three 
years. \Vhy should the Commissioner have 
power to go back into the records of the past 
to the extent of six years or more? Why 
should he have the power to compel indi
viduals, or trust estates where taxpayers are 
dead, to pay taxation which should have 
been paid years before, when you do not 
give the individual a ('orresponding right? 
That is ineouitable. The Crown and the 
individual sh~uld have mutual rig·hts in that 
re>pect. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsn•orth): I 
certainly think the amendment is a reason
able one, and it is not right that the Com
missioner should not be put on the same 
basis as the taxpayers. 

The TREASURER: You want to put the 
Commissioner on the same basis as a default
ing taxpayer? 

Mr .. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Occasionally he 
is a defaulting Commissioner. (Laughter.} 
\Vhen the Commissioner finds ant that a tax
payer has been paying too much. one would 
naturally exjwct that he wonld advise the 
taxpavei· to that effect; but I have never 
know;; that to take place yet. The Commis
sioner has a lot of high-class officials in his 
department. 

::Mr. COLLI::-<8: He wants more, and we shall 
get more taxes then. 

Mr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: I advise the 
hon. gentleman to get a job there. Although 
the Commissioner has all the"e high-class 
officials we never know them to tell a tax
payer Zvhen he has overpaid. They never 
tell a taxpayer when there is a refund due to 
him. 

The TREASURER: It is frequently done. 

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: have· ncvpr 
known it. 

:Mr. COLLINS: I have known it. 
The THEASL:RER: The Commission<" has 

·often correctPd a return that has bcPn sent 
in, and has notified the individual. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: That is a dif
ferent thing. \Ve know that taxpayers often 
pay too much tax. There should be absolute 
equity between the Commissioner on the one 
hand and the taxpayer on the other. This 
.amendment would have the effect of bring
ing about reasonable equity between the 
Commissioner and the taxpayer. \Yith the 
clause as it is, the Commissioner can go back 
twenty or thirty years, if he wishes. 

The TREASURER : If a man has been 
defrauding the Commissioner for twenty 
years, should he not be mad-e to pay" 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If a man can 
defraud the Commissioner for twcntv years. 
he must be pretty smart. The Govc·r~ment 
ought to say to him, '' Come into Parlia
ment and sit on the front ben.ch on our 
side." (Laughter.) 

The TREAS1:RER: \Vbere did you get your 
experience of a taxpayer defrauding the 
Commissioner? (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not cast
ing any reflection on anyone-not even on 
the Treasurer. 'l'he hon. gentleman should 
realise that the rcqnest is a reasonable one. 
\Ve arc quite willing to accept a longer 
period; but let it be absolutely defined what 
ti:rne the Con1rr1is3ior::(:r can f'"D back. 

The TREA.St.-RER: Don't ll't hirr: go back 
furth~r thm, 1915. 

l\Ir. J. H. C. RODERTS: I thank the 
Treasurer f0r his interjection. I-Ie is up to 
a!! the tricks in the game, and this is onG 
of thorn. At any rate. I hope he will give 
the matter a little further consideration, 
and have a defined period in which the Com
missionf'r can go back as regards the returns. 
Pc-r·onally, I do not believe that people 
deliberately dcfrand the GovPrnment. I eh 
not think thr tP is anvone >Yho would defraud 
the Government wilf;,II::. They simpl,v send 
Hl a return \\Tf'llg]y through not knovl""illg 
the Act. 

:\1r. GREE?\ (To?cnsrillc): I re~rct :he 
Treasurer will not accept the amE':'ndment. 
1-J,, said this afternoon that the Dill wc>s 
introduced to correct anomalies, and I 
certainly think that this is an anomalv that 
WP are trying to correct. Evidently the 
Treasurer \\ants to get all he can out of 
the taxpayer. 

QucGtion-That the words 
inserted in clause 11 (1Wr. 
mrnt) be so inserted--nut; 
mii.tce divided:- ~ 

proposed to be 
Orer n's amf'nrl~ 
and t.he Corn-

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, \V. H. 

Behbington 
B<'ll 
Brand 

, Cattcrmull 
, Clayton 

Corser 
Costcllo 
De-acon 

., Edwards 
, Elphinstone 

Fletcher 
, Fry 

Green 

AYEs, 31. 
:MT. ,Tones .. T. 

Kerr 
, King 

Logan 
Maxwell 
M organ 
!\'ott 
Pderson 
Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
Hoberts. T. R. 
Sizer 
Swaync 
Taylor 
Yowles 
\Varren 

Tellers: Mr. Deacon and Mr. J. H. C. Roborta. 

[}vir. J. II. C. Roberts. 
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, Oonroy 
, Cooper, F. A. 
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, Coyne 

Dash 
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, Poley 
Fordp 

,, Gilclay 
Gillics 

, Hartley 
Huxhamt 

::\oES, 33. 
"J.lr .. Tones, ~L .1. 

.. Land 
Lan~ombe 
~iullan 
Pavne 
re~: :e 
Pollock 

.. lLordan 
, Hy, n 

~mith 
, Mtopford 

Tht odore 
\\-rir 

, \Y ellington 
\Yilson 

, \\- insto,nley 

Tellers: Mr. Ferricks and Mr. PoUock. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Mr. GREEN (1'ozcnsvillc): I desire to 

rnove the insertion, after the word '' tax,'' 
in line 55, of the follo,iving paragraph:-

" He shall not have power to recover 
any such additional tax from a bowl. fide 
purcha,cr of the land in ro,pect of which 
such additional tax has been discovered 
to be payable." 

This amcnd,nent is intended to protect the 
bodl fide purchaser of lan~l frum bc_iug 
unjustly hit up for any tax wh1ch at tht; t1me 
he bought the land the Commnswnor h1mself 

di-d not know was due, and v;hiCh 
[8.30 p.m.J he bad no means of discovering·. 

I think it should appeal to the 
fairmindc·dncss of the Treao,urer. He cannot 
advance as an excuse the statement that we 
arc asking for consideration for a man ,,-ho 
he~ dc!.ibcratelv fal>ified his returns. The 
amendment wif! apply to a case of a 'nan 
\Vho, VYithout any knowledge of any .=-~rror, 
purchases a piece of ground which it is after· 
wards di,covf~rcd has, perhaps, bc•on undPr
valued. If it is not inserted, a bona i1de 
purchaser, an h_onest man in every re,pect, 
might buy a piece of ground and chscovcr 
that there is coal underneath 1t, so that the 
value might prove to be incorrect. If the 
Commissioner can go back to 1915. when the 
Labour party introduced this land tax_. and 
imposed additional burdens on the prWld.ry 
producer--

Mr. Cor.u~s: That is not true; they never 
placed any additional burdens on the primary 
producer. 

Mr. GREE='l : It is true, as all primary 
producers know. _If the C?rnmiesione~ can 
do that, it might mfhct senous hardship on 
the primary producers and other landowners 
of the State. 

The TREAS'GRER : S'ection 37 of the 
principal Act provides that land tax shall 
be chargeable in priority over all vther 
pncumbrances other than land tax due to 
the Commonwealth. but in the case which 
the hon. member has in mind the proYiso 
applies-

" Provided that no such charge shall 
be of effect as against a bona fide pur
chaser for value who at the time of 
purchase made inquiry of the Commis
sioner as prescribed, and was informed 
there was no liability." 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (l'ittsworth): 
should like to point out to the Treasurer 
that people do not realise that they have to 
ask these questions . 

The TREASL:RER : The agents know that 
they have to make the inquiries. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: All agents do 
not, and I want to make it ab.solutely 
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.·certain. kno'v of ca . .,E""' where owner3 ha Ye 
nwrtgagc .-l up to thL• hilt and ha Ye received 

, certain concessions fron1 the Comn1issioner. 
When f.uch land ha.3 been sold and tho pur
chaser has not made inqulries~purehasing, 
as he did, more er Ios-; dircctlv from the 
bank~hc ·has been a·-kcd to pav land tax on 
it for a period of one two o"r three vears 
back. I think it sho:lld ~ertainlv not bo 
incumlwnt on the purchaspr to rnake the 
inquiries fron1 the Comrnissioncr. I think 
if ~Ic n1akcLJ inquiries fron1 the agent, and 
he IS told that there is nothing m· ing on the 
land, lw should be able to purchase on ab"o
lutcly snf(~ g;annds. and not oftprward3 !:aye 
to deal "-ith the Commissioner if h points 
out that it was incorrect. The hon. mcmb0r 
may say that it is ignorance of the law on the 
part of such a man. I am quite prepared 
to admit that that is so; but. at tho S>tme 
time. Yerv few sm>tll farmers read the 
Act, and, "a!tho'lgh they may not apply to 
the Cornmrs.-wner for the information thev 
purchase on tho understanding that tl~f're rs 
no la_nd tax_ in arrears, and they should not 
be diSqualrhrd from the relief we want to 
giYf' them.. I hope- the Treac;urcr ,v.ill recon
sider the matter and see if he cannot get 
over the difficulty. 

Mr. KERR (Enor/oera): I think the Trea
surer should accept the amendment. He saH 
that . section 37 of the principal Act gives 
sufficrent protectron. That is not so. All 
that it lays_ down is that the purchaser shall 
make cPrt>tl!l that there is no l>tnd tax pay
able when _he buys the prop<'rty. This 
amendment 1s qmte apftrt from that. Even 
if the Commissioner gives the purchaser a 
statement in writing that there is no land 
tax payabl''· the clause as it stand gives him 
power to recoY ·r within three vears if he 
finds there c re certain taxes nat collecteo I 
think the hon. member for Townsville .has 
{lone rig'ht in bringing forward this an1cnd

' men!. Take the case of a purchaser at an 
auctwn sa k•. Ho should receive a letter from 
the aurtione0r stating th,'lt no rates are duo. 
T know Hmt no tramfer will be made out bv 
the Titles Office if land tax is due on the 
propert_Y. To retain this clause is like making 
the leg1slatwn r. trospcctive for three years. 

_;vir. KI~G jLooan): I hope th<;, TreasurPr 
will accept thrs amendment, which is a very 

·reasonable <;n_c. _\]though the principal Act 
111_akes pr?vis.;on for registering the charge 
w1th the lt?i]Istrar of Titles, it is purely dis
crctJOnary w1th the Commissioner_ It should 
he ruandatory .. Where succession duty is pay~ 
able, the Regrstmr of Titles endorses the 
certificate that succe,,.,ion dutY has not been 
paid. If tiP -,ame prac!.ice we;e adopted hero, 
any purcha.'·cr of a piece of land could tell at 
once whether land tax, or arrears of land 
tax, wcre payable or not. 

Mr. FLETCHER (l'oTt Cmtis) : The Trea-
-surer has stttted that in effect this amend
ment is pmctically the samn as' section 37 of 
the principal Act. It is not because everv 
buyer is surposed to go to the Commissioner 
and asccrtam whether there is >tny tax due 
on the land_ If the land is purchased through 
an ag·cnt, 1t 1111ght be reasonable to ~uppose 
th>tt the agent should be a ware of the pro
VISIOns of the Act; but the great majoritv 
of transactions ''"ill not bo ·done through ai'r 
agent, but w·ill be done individually. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member is wrong 
in s>tying the great majority will be done 

'individually. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I may be; but a certain 
percentage arc so done. IndiYichlals, cspeci~ 
ally in the country, will not bo aware of 
the provisions of the Act. and may miss that 
point. Thev will be liable for a tax going 
b>tck for , ,-,.rs, if the o•,hcr man h>ts been 
remiss and ha, not pai-d. It is not a fair 
thing_ Exactlv the same thing obtained in 
re-gard to retr~ospectivc rents. This ainend
ment overcomes that. I hope the Treasurer 
will accept it: he rnust recognis-e that it is 
fair. 

Mr. TAYLOR (1\'inJ.wr): I think the pro
posed amcndrm·nt is n, rc1sonn.hlo one>. If a 
party purchases a piece of land and the seller 
of the bnd producr·s Ins last rec, 1pt for the 
payment of his land tax, 99 ?Ut of _100 per
sons would accept that as bemg satJsfactorv 
proof that there was no land tax owmg. 
But according to s<'ction 27. application has 
to be made to tho Commis,ioncr to find out 
whether there is any land tax due. 

The TREASURER: There is no necessity to 
make application if the vendor produces a 
receipt. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Thoro may have been a 
rcas,cssment. Although that receipt may be 
for the last payment of land tax, ther' may 
have been an evasion of the proper payment 
clue on th>tt particular. prope:ty, and the 
buv<'r of the propert:' wrll be lra,ble for any 
U\~essment that the Commissioner may make. 

The TREASURER: If thPre were any evasion 
on the part of the. original holder _of the 
land, he would be lrable for the evas10n. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The subsequent purchasn 
is the individual to whom the Commissioner 
will look for pavment of that money. In 
North Queensland a tr>tnsfPr might _be hung 
up for weeks or months beforE> a ~at.1sfacwry 
reply is recciv·d from the ~omm1ss1oner. I 
do not t.hink it is a fan thmg to have l>tnd 
sales held up in that way. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dr'lbp): Sectio!'- ~7 is Vl"ell 
known to most of us. I think rt IS one of 
those scctiom 'vhieh is honoured rather in 
the breach than in the observance. You 
have to Hie last v·ear's receipt for taxation. 
but that m>ty not be good enough, because 
vou have not a let.t<'r from the Commissioner 
~tatino- that that receipt covP.rs all payments 
and there is no further liability. I take it 
that the object of the <tnl<mdment is to make 
the procedure less cumbersome. We all know 
that that se>ction deals wrth a charge upon 
the land. If the Commisoioner knows there 
is a payment dnf' to his department, he• has 
the right to put a charp;e on the deed, and 
it is then a first mortgage. He -does not do 
that except in rare circumst>tnces. A pur
chaser might purchase on the str.ength of the 
receipt, and subsequently the Commissio:'er 
might find there has been anot.he_r valuatwn 
on timber which ha·- not been pard. or there 
might be coal deposits which ought to have 
been included as unimproved value. If he 
finds that he reassesses on the later valu>ttion 
or in respect of any of those improvements. 
and the holder of the land is liable because 
the tax folio"; the land. It would be better 
for everybody if the procedure were made 
simpler, and if the production of a receipt 
wer-e sufficient, or the introduction of the 
words suggested were accepted by th• 
Treasurer. 

1rlr. Vowles._l 
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~Hr. GREE~ (1'ownsville): I hope tht> 
Treasurer will repent oven at the eleventh 
hour. 

The TREASURER: If the amendment were 
accepted, how woukl it read in conjunction 
with section 37? 

Mr. GREEN: I do not think it would 
affect it. 

The TREASURER: You have to read it into 
the principal Act. 

Mr. GREE~: The Treasurer has said that 
it is a fair amendment. 

The TREASURER: I said it was fair to pro
tect the purchaser. 

Mr. GREEN : Why not, then, make it 
absolutely distinct? 

The TREASURER: Because we have it alr·eady 
in the principal Act. 

Mr. GREEN: There seems to be a great 
difference of opinion as to whether you have 
or not. It seems to bo a cumbersome method, 
according to the arguments of the lee.der of 
the Opposition and the leader of the National
ist party. If the Treasurer recognises tuat 
it is fair, it will do no harm to make it clear. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Could you not get word 
through by telegram if vou wanted to? 

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member for Gre
gory must admit th~t up in the l'\orth there 
are many people who aro not conversant with 
the Land Tax .Act or the Income Tax Act. 
The Treasurer himself admitted that on 
Friday evening, wlwn he stated that about 
£16,000 was paid by primary producers, and 
practically £8.000 of that amount ought not 
to have been paid and the men could have 
had it deducted from their income tax. We 
cannot do better than make the cl a use ab 
clear as possible. 

Amendment (Mr. Green) put and nega-
tived. 

Clause 11 put and passed. 

Cla.us0 12-" A.mendment of section £~"-
The TH.EASURER: I beg to move t,he 

omission, on lines 4, 5, and 6, of the follow
ing words-

" call on a mortgagee to pay tax on 
behalf of the owner, and if he pays the 
same he shall have the right to recover 
the amount thereof from the owner," 

with a view to inserting the following-
" require a mortgagee to pay tax on 
behalf of the owner, and the mortgagee 
shall thereupon pay the same, and, if he 
fails so to do, shall be liable to the 
penalty provided by section fifty of this 
Act for evading taxation; and upon 
such payment shall have the right to 
recover the amount paid from the owner, 
and in addition such amount shall be 
deemed to be part of or added to the 
principal moneys advanced under the 
mortgage and shall be recoverable as 
such, with interest accordingly." 

This has ·not been provided for in the prin
cipal Act. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I strongly object 
to this clause on principle. It is a new 
departure. Mortgagees are compelled to 
pay tax if the Commissioner so desires. The 
practice in the past has been for the Com
missioner to have recourse to subsection (2) 
of section 37 of the principal Act, which 
makes the tax a charge superior to a mort· 
gage, and places the Commissioner in a 

[2li1·. GTeen. 

better position than the mortgagee. Now, 
t.hc department will require the mortgagee 
tc, find the money under penalty. witl_1 the 
right of charging the mortgagor. It 1s all 
verv well fer the department from a collect
ing" point of view; but why should a mort
gagee be compelled to find money when the 
department is unable to get it from the 
owner? Supposing that the trustee of an 
estate is the mortgagee and there are limited 
funds, amounting to, say, £10.000, the whole 
of ;, .. hich is invested in securities at 6 per 
cont.-which is a good investment-and 
there happens to be a bad season, the mort
gagor gets in arrears with his payments of 
interest to the mortgagee and also with his 
land tax to the department. \Vhcre on earth 
is the mortgagee going to get the money 
from to pay the taxation? 

The TREASuRER: I do not know wh"· you 
want to quote ~hose extreme caseo. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is not an extreme case. 
It is an every-day case. It is proposed that 
the trustee should supplement the trust by 
finding money out of his own pocket to pay 
taxation to the Commissioner of Taxes. It 
is the dutv of the Commissioner to collect 
the tax, a~d I dare say, like everybody e!se, 
h,l has to do what the Trea,uror tells htm. 
When the Treasurer gets near the 30th June 
h·' wants as much cash as he can get to show 
as respectable a balance as possible, and he 
is urged to get in money. I have actually 
seen letters from the department offering 
certain conce;;sions to taxpayers if their 
taxes were paid within a certain time. 

The TREAScRER: The Commissioner acts 
within his own discretion. 

Mr. VO\VLES: He does not worry how 
the accounts stand at the 30th June; but, if 
he is told to hurry up, then he hurries tax
payers up. If you are going to hurry up 
trust e·tatos under conditions such as I have 
stated, then you are o:oing to do an injustice, 
because you are giving the Commissione.
power to compel taxpayers to pay money 
when they have not got it to pay. The 
Treasurer can sa v that the banks can bn 
squeezed, "ne! that t.hey have plenty of 
available cash, and that he can make them 
prry. \Ye want to look at the other cases 
whore an injustice may be done. So far as 
banks are concerned it is all right; but what 
about the case that I refer to where the 
money is not available? Are those peopl<> 
liable to the £100 fine referred to in one of 
the amendment<>? \Ve should act with 
C(.'l,ution. rraxa tion is neceS:cJRry and all very 
well in its way. but it should not bring 
a bout such a condition of affairs as to cause 
an injustice such as would happen in t~e 
case I have just stated. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (TVarn·ick): This Bill 
furnishes some very strange contradictions. 
'When the Bill \vas introduced we were 
assured that it was introduced o:1t of very 
great consideration for the rna.n on the land. 
and. whilst we find that come degree of 
consideration is sho\vn in some directions. 
there is a very contrary attitude in regard 
to many other things. W c ha vc already 
passed certain clauees which entirely do 
away with any benefits that the man on the 
land is likelv to receive, and now we havE> 
come to a clause which is going to have a 
verv serious effect. There is in the country 
sca;cely a man '~ h0 is not dependent morE> 
or less upon banking institutions or money
lenders; and one can immediately see what 
effect this clause will have on them. The 
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Treasurer indicated that the Bill would 
ameliorate the condition of the farmers in 
certain directions, but this amendment will 
make the conditions ten times worse. I hiwe 
not lived in the country all the,,c years with
out being cognisant of the fact that the great 
bulk of the people arc dependent upon 
money-lenders of some kind. This amend
ment is simply going to deter people from 
helping other men at a very needful t1me. 
I venture to say that immediately this Bill 
is passed no end of people will be called 
upon to pay up advances. What is the good 
of security under such circumstances? 

The TREASvRER : You mean small selectors? 

l\Tr. G. P. BARNES: Yes. 
The TREAScRER: They are exempt under 

this Bill. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: From my business 

life in connection with these matters, I am 
a ware of the conditions &ffecting the man 
on the land generally, and I know that this 
amendment will have an extremely serious 
influence upon them, and I am sure that the 
farmer and the representatives of farming 
constituencies will realise, as I realise, that 
it is going to have a very serious influence, 
and wul cause immense trouble to men who, 
of necessity, have to obtain loans from various 
institutions. 

Mr. FoLEY: The banks are squeezing now. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member is 
quite right, and this clause will only mean 
that they will be further squeezed. We have 

no right by a clause of this kind 
[9 p.m.] to increase the difficulties of the 

man developing the country. I 
can assure the Treasurer that this clause 1s 
going to have a very baneful influence upon 
the small man, and I shall not be at all 
surprised if many a loan is called up in 
consequence of this clause. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The object of this 
clause and the amendment is to give power 
to recover land tax from the mortgagee, and 
it also provide, a penalty in case of failure 
to pay. Section 24 of the principal Act 
roads-

" A mortgagee. or other person, owning 
any estate or interest in any land by way 
of security for money. shall not be liable 
to land tax in rpspect of that mortgage, 
estate, or interest.'' 

Turning to section 23 of the principal Act, we 
find this-

"A mortgagor shall be assessed and 
liable for land tax as if he were the 
owner of an unencumbered e'ltate." 

Under thf Je two sections and the proposed 
amendment the Government are asking 
double security for the payment of taxation. 
This is going to apply whether the mort
gagee is the mortgagee in possesion or other
wise, and naturally one looks to sec what 
other protection the Commissioner has in 
regard to failure to pay the tax. If the 
Treasurer will turn to section 37 of the prin
cipal Act, he will find this-

" Land tax shall until payment be a 
first charge upon the land taxed in 
priority over all other encumbrances 
whatever." 

It appears to me that there is quite sufficient 
security for the Commissioner in that section 
without putting the burden on the mortgagee. 
The effect of this clause will be that the 
banks or financial institutions will immedi
ately call up a certain amount of the 

adv~tnce3 that have been made on small farm.'> 
or holdings. Perhaps the farmers will n?t 
be able to pay up, and the re;.ult w1ll 
possibly be foreclosure. It is going to 
penalise ma,ny of the men on . the land. and 
in future a number of men w1ll not be able 
to get the money required for _necessary 
improvements if the mortgagee Is to be 
liable for the payment of the land tax. 
Then, again, there is nothing in the cl11;use 
which says it cannot be made retrospective. 
The clause is wholly unnecessary. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:"JES (Bulimba): It seems 
to me that this clause--

Mr. PAYNE.: More stonewalling. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We want to let 
the people kno\\ what is happening in regard 
to this Government, who arc squeezing at 
every turn, and yet a supporter says " M~>re 
stonewalling !" What is the effect of taxat10n 
to-dav? Queensland to-day is the highest 
taxed State in the Commonwealth. 

The TREASURER: The most equitably taxed. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:"JES: Most equitably 
squeezed b~' the Treasurer at every turn. 

The TREASURER: You are an authority on 
squeezing. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:"JES: So squeezed that a 
very large number of taxpayers in this State 
have had to apneal to the Commissioner, and 
ask for time in· order to pay their taxation. 

The 'l'REAScRER: They all receive reason
able consideration. 

HoN. W. H. BAR"I\!ES: The taxation is 
such that it is becoming alarming. We know 
that, if taxation goes on at the rate it has 
been going on since this Gov~rnment to<;k 
effice, enterprise and everythmg else w1ll 
have to be laid on one side in order to pa,y 
the taxation. 

'l'hc TREASURER: This is the only Govern
ment that is reducing taxation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Reducing taxation 
on the one hand. and on the other hand 
doing something else. The effect o.f taxation 
hns been such as to retard progress m Queens
land. I say further that the Government
who profess to be the friends of tl)e small 
man-arc absolutely hitting him by this 
taxation. There is no question about it that 
help that has been given to individuals in 
the pact will be restricted as a result of this 
Bill. 

The TREASURER : Do you think the Bill 
ought to be withdrawn? 

Hol'f. W. H. BARNES: This clause is only 
another plank of the platform towards 
nationa,lication. The hon. gentleman or so!lle 
of his colleagues have stated that the pohcy 
is to squeeze, squeeze, squeeze, until there is 
nothing left. It is only part of the policy. 
The hon. gentleman is squeezing !tt every 
turn to see if he cannot get something into 
tho grinding mill. It has all been brought 
about through the reckless financial adminis
tration of the Government, and now they are 
in such E>xtremes, so far as the finances are 
concerned, .that they do not know which 
way to turn. T·he position in Queensland 
to-day, from the taxpayers' point of view. is 
an entirely unsatisfactory one. There is not 
the slightest doubt whatever that the small 
man. when he goes to the bank or someone 
else for assistance, will be told " No." What 
confidence have the people outside in this 
Government? 

The TREASURER : Every confidence. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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HoN. \\·. H. BAR).TES: The commercial 
1wople have no confidence in the Govern
tnrnt; the farming eomn1unity have no confi
dence in the Gov0rnment. Right throughout 
the State they aro discredited. They co!lle 
aloniT now with a dying kick and try to 
sqtw~zo the peoplP. In view of all the 
actions of the Govcrnrnent in certain direc
tious, I am a mazod that the people them
se! ves have not risen in protest against the 
GoYcrnrrwnt. 

The TREASUllER : If you think the people 
arc so much r1fraid, why do you not hurry 
ou the elections? 

lioN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle
man is very much afraid. He will get the 
surprise of his life at the elections. I-Ie is 
not game to hurry them on. I am not 
reflecting on you, Mr. Kirwan, but we have 
the spectacle to-night of a Government stay· 
ing in office on the casting yote of the Chair
ma,n in regard to questions of finance. That 
i: the position of this strong Govornrnent In 

Qneensland to-da-c! Their object is to kill 
and to destroy, aod OUr lands Will ha Y8 to 
be nationalised in every direction, w that 
they mity carry out the policy 'v.hich is. being 
din'ctcd by the Bolshevik clement m the 
party. 

Mr. KING (Logrw): 'l'his appeare to be a 
nwst extraordinary a1nendrnent. It rcfen; 
to section 24 of the principal Act, and, if we 
look at that section, we shall see how con
tradictory the a mendrnent is in terms, 
Section 24 distinctly says that the mortgagee 
shall not be liable, but thi•, claC~se provides 
that-

" Tho Con1n1issionor rnay call on a 
mortgagee to pay a tax on behalf of the 
owner, and ;f he pays the same he 
shall have the right to recover the 
amount thereof from the owner." 

If the mortgagee can extract the tax from 
the owner after the Commissioner has failed 
t•) extr'lct 1t, he is a hero, and descnes to 
b• decorated. 

The TREASuRER : It is not very easy to 
prove that the mortgagee is in possession. 

Mr. KING : If the mortgagee receives the 
rent' and profits, he is legally deemed to be 
in PO"•<:~e,ion. That is very simple; there is 
no difficulty there. The amendment is abso
lutely contradictory to section 24 of the 
principal Act, and is going to have the 
effect of very much lessening the assistance 
which the financial institutions are going 
to give to borrowers. It will affect the 
aecuritv; and, furthennore, I think it is 
going 'to have the effect, to a great extent. 
of nusing financial institutions to call up 
the loans which they have out now. \\'hen a 
borrower goes to a financial jnstitution. or 
to some privata pC'rson for a loan, the 
margin of security, which at present is about 
ono-third. ;s going to be very much widened, 
and it will mca:1 that a borrower will have 
to give sccuritv to considerably more than 
double the valu·e of the advance he is asking 
for. It means that, whenever default is 
madf', the amount which has become due on 
the :~oeurity will be inercased to such an 
Pxtcnt that. probably in a very short time 
the value of the security will be absorbed 
bv the claims which will be made. I hope 
the Committee will negative the clause 
altogether. 

Amendment (Jir. 'l'heodo1·c) agreed to. 
Clause 12, as amended, put and pctssed. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Clau~e 13-'' A._ssessrnent of trust e''-

::Yir. T. R. ROBERTS (East 1'oowoomhrz): 
I move the insertion. after the word 
"thc•rcof,'' on line 15, of the worcL-

"or any benefi-ciar1l or ber:;cficlariPs is or 
arc under the ago' of twenty-one Y('ars.'' 

There arc cases in 'vhich a trnstPe has 
found it impossible to find monev for tlw 
education of children, by reason of the taxa~ 
tion i1nposed in roni.1ection v:ith land and 
income tax. I had occasion last year tt> 
bring such a case under the notice of th< · 
Comrnis·.JionPr. Ho was courteous. and 
willing to allow consideration in this part·~ 
cular instance; but, in the meantime·, tlw 
children had been taken away from schooL 
If \VO giYe exen1ption to a person "cho i:-~ 
over the age of twenty-one, the least wr· 
can do is to give consideration to the trustc" 
who is adrnlnistering an estate for ('hildron 
under twenh--onP. I hope the Troasurcr 
will accept the amendment, as it is ven 
d~sirable to help beneficiaries in this direc~ 
tion. 

The TREASUHER: This is a very corn~ 
plic::ttcd subject. The q1~cstion depends upo',' 
the nature of the trust Itself. The terms ot 
the will or instrument of tru•,t determine 
whcthPr the beneficiaries arc entitled t ' 
separat~;; af~,cssnrent, or whether the trusteE' 
i-, e 1tit.lcd to ::thCSsJncnt ba~cd upon tll'' 
::.eparnh~ af'se~srncnt of each benf ficiary. An 
infant at law mav be entitled to separate 
assessment. but. it 'depends entirely upon the 
nature of the trust itself. I think it would 
only complicate the clause by putting in tlw 
an1endrnent. 

Amendment (Jir. 1'. R. Rob' rts) put and 
llC'f!atiYed. 

C'lau '" 13 put and passed. 
Clans€· 14--" Conzrni,Jsioner rnay do!lare 

agent"~ 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxl£y): In the 
principal Act, the definition of " agent' 
reads-

" ' Agent' ilTcludes e' cry person who 
in Austi dia fur or on behalf of any 
person out of AuAh·alia (herein calicd 
' the principal'). has the control or dis
posal of any land bclongi~1g to the prin~ 
cipal, or the col1trol, rece1pt, or fhsposal 
of any rents, iHnos, or proceeds derive, I 
frorn any ~urh land." 

Evidentlv that qualification has be(m found 
to interfere with the collecting propcnsitie' 
o£ the Land rrax Commissioner, and con
sc•quontlv the definition of " agent" has been 
wrv co~sid_Tably C"Ztendcd by this clau-e 
So 'far as I read it, t,he position at prcseJ_lt 
is that if an absentee landowner resident m 
S'ydnoy with whom a person in Queenslar1·d is 
doing business fails to make a return or pay 
land tax as the case may be, you can fnake 
anv debtor to this Svdnev resident the agent 
under the wording of this clause. 

The TREASURER: We are simply followin<r 
the practice which obtains under the Income 
Tax Act. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am simply 
endeavouring to show the wide scope of this 
clause. In regard to an ag0nt's dutie' 
under the original Act, he may be required 
to make returns of land itnd all other matters 
pertaining thereto on behalf of an absentee 
landowner. In1agine tho positjon one 1night 
be placed in in that regard ! For instance, 
suppoGe .he receives goods from Sydney 
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bf:'longing to thP <Jbscntce Jando~Y-ncr who has 
;evaded his obligations w1dcr the Act be
·<:>1Uoe he is indebted tD the S7dnev m~n -he 
may be called upon by the Com,ni~'-;o•:or to 
.act. in tho capacity of agent for la·1(1 ''vhic!1 
may be held in Queensland by the Sydney 
resident of which he has no knowledge. 

The TREASTJRER: T'he Commissioner would 
not put so foolish a construction on it. 

::'dr. ELPHIXSTOXE: The power is there. 
The TREASURER: He must have the power. 

but ho is not going to exercise it so foolishly 
FlS that. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I move the 
addition to lino 26 of the words-

" other than the making of returns or 
other matters in connection there,vith," 

which simply means that the debtor I 
referred to would be responsible for the 
moneys owing, but he would not be rc•spo!l
sible for tho making of returns, which is 
imposing an impossible obligation upon him. 
'Tho acceptance of this amendment will 
roliove the situation. 

Amendment agreed tD. 
Clause 14, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 15-" Amendment of section 46"-

nut and passed. 
Clause 16-" Amendment of section 48"

put and passed. 
Clause 17-" .!m,nrJm,nt of section 56"

Mr. ELPHII\STONE (Oxley): Under this 
-clause the Commissioner has power to go 
back six years to recover penalties from 
defaulters under the Land Tax Act. \Vhilst 
agreeing that the Commissioner should haYe 
power to bring thme to book who evade the 
law, if this clause is passed it will give the 
Commissioner power to go back practically 
to the inception of the Land Tax Act. Any 
transgression against the Act since 1916 can 
come under the operation of this clause. If 
that is the proper construction, I beg to move 
the inscrtiDn. after the vvord "'incurred," on 
line 17, of the following words :-

"But such date shall not be prior to 
1st January, 1922." 

That will limit the retrospectivity of this 
da.usc to almost the present moment. The 
Treanu-er may advance the sarne argurnent 
in respect of this as he did with regard to 
the amPndnwnt nf the hon. member for 
TownsYillP. In matter< of taxation, I think 
the taxpa.vor is certainly entitled to some 
consideration. \Ye chase him almost to the 
graYe to coll'-ct from hirn tnoneys that are 
supposed to be dnc. In fact, my memorv 
carries me mflicienth· far back tD an amend
ing Bill which was passed thmugh this I-Ioueo 
daiming £80.000 in stamp dut:v und0r the 
estate of a man who had recently died. 

The TREASURER: It was a fraudulent 
-evasion. 

Mr. VowLES: It was not. It was perfectly 
legal. 

The TREASl'RER: It was a deliberate 
evasion. It was an unscrupulous evasion. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It must have been 
1egal, because it was neces9ary to bring in 
an amending Bill to make the collection 
retrospective. 

The TREASURER : Dishonest people will 
always evade payment. 

:Y1r. ELPHINSTO:\'E: " Dishonest" be 
blowed! You are taking up the position to
day that you can search a man's pockets to 

such an extent that you force him into that 
position. 

The TRE-iST'RER: \Vould you allow a 
vn~althy man like Yuill to evade taxatio11? 

l\Ir. ELPI-IIKSTOXE: He Y.'as not evad
iJCg it. If he had been evading- it.. there 

ould have b:·en no necec.city for frc"h legio
lation. It was because legislation had bePn 
rushed through this House without r<>ceiving 
proper consideration that someone fouml a 
kJOphole in the Act. and it was nccc "'ll'Y to 
introduce an amending Bill. It wa~ because 
he was sn1arter than you were. 

The TREASURER: I cannot accept tho 
amendment. Hon. members opposite, in dis
cussing prior cla·"os of this l>ill, have been 
putting up .rr. >lrong protc,,t on behalf of 
defaulters under the Act. They really assunw 
the role of apologists for defaulters. They 
rcallv vyant to place the Connnissioner in 
the position of the offender, while the real 
ofiendcr against the Land Tax Act is a 
pcrwn sympathi,ed with and held up as a 
paragon of honour. A similar provision to 
this is already provided in the Income Tax 
Act where an offender can be prosecuted 
within six VPars. 

::VIr. Ii:LP,;:n.;STONE: You can go back to the 
inception of the Act under this clause. 

The TREASL.:RER: I cannot see anything 
wrong with that. I do not know why hon. 
members opposite put up such a strong case 
for a man \:·ho deliberately breaks the law. 
and I cannot see why they want to hold up 
a man to public recognition and honDur 
when he dodges his obligations. 

:!'.fr. KING: Because you make him 
rcspDnsiblo after the lapse of six years. 

Amendment (Jfr. Elphinstone) put and· 
negatived. 

Clause 17 put and passed. 
Clause 18-" Amendment of section 58"

Mr. SIZER (ll'undah): I move the omis-
sion of the word " not," on line 22, with a 
view to inserting the following words after 
the word " land." in line 23 :-

" the Commissioner shall within three 
da vs a ftcr rccei pt of such notification, 
forward to such owner an acknowledge
ment in writing thereof. If such owner 
has not subsequently notified ~he Com
mi":oucr of the sale or the disposal of 
that land " 

The clause as it stands thmws an onus upon 
the 0\Yncr of the land to notify the Commis
sioner of any sales, and that is presumed to 
be sufficient e,-idence in any court of law. 
To protect the taxpayer against any loss of 
documf'nts in the of!iee, my amendment pro
poses that he shall r0ceive some receipt f~r 
everv document within three days after It 
has "been received bv the Taxation Depart
ment. I think that is reasonable. because it 
protects tbe taxpaver to a certain extent. A 
large number of documents get mislaid, and 
the onus is then put upon the taxpayer. 

The object of the amendment is that the 
taxpaver shall have a copy of a receipt or 
an acimowledgmont to protect him. 

The TREASURER: I cannot accept the 
hon. member's amendment. There is suc_h 
a tremendous number of returns that It 

would entail a very great deal 
[9.30 p.m.l of work on the department, and 

would be impracticable. Furthe~ 
than that, the Commissioner would be abhl 

Hon. E.(/. Theodore.] 
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to proceed against the owner only in respect 
of the particular land involved, whilst there 
might bo other pieces of land in respect of 
which he could not proceed. 

Mr. KING (Logan): I cannot altogether 
follow the Treasurer's explanation. I thmk 
is is a very reasonable thing indeed that the 
Commiesioncr should acknowledge the receipt 
of a document. It can be managed very 
simply, and will be a protection to the tax
payer. I can give a case in point that came 
under my notice. Certain papers had to be 
sent in, and were delivered to the Commis
sioner's cflice before 12 o'clock on a Satur
day. Monday was a holiday, and they were 
marked as having been received on Tuesday, 
which made them late and liable to a 
penalty, and a penalty was actually imposed 
When I explained things, it was all right: 
but, had I not been cr2rtain of the facts, it 
rnjght have been Yery serious. 

Mr. SIZER (.Yundnh): The adoption of the 
amendment will not enable the taxpayer to 
evade the Act. 

The TREASURER: vVhv should not the owner 
nctify the Commissioner? \Vhy leave out 
the 'vord " not " ? 

~1r. SIZER: The Treasurer will see that 
the word " not " has to come out at that 
point. 

ThP TRE\SURER: 'J'he clause is very well 
thought out; and I cannot accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. SIZER: The amendment will not 
interfere with the Con1n1is.;:ioner's businPss in 
any way. It werely provides that certain 
documents shall bo accepted as prima facie 
evidence of the lodging of a notice. There 
should be an acknowledgment of some kind. 

Amendment (J1r. Si er) put and negatived. 

Clause 18 put and pas"ed. 
The TRE>\ SURER moved the insertion 

of the following new clause to follow clause 
18:-

" Th·3 amendments of the principal 
Act made by this Act shall have effect 
with respect to all land owned on and 
after the thirtieth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-two " 

New clause put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill with 
<tmendments. 

The TREASURER moved-
" That the House resolve itself into a 

Committee of the Whole for the purpose 
of further considering clause 5." 

Question put and passed. 

REC01!MITTAL. 
(Mr. Jiirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 5-"Arnendment of section 11 "

The TREASURER: I beg to move the 
insertion, after line 6, page 3, of the follow
mg amendment:-

"If the owner of any land having an 
unimproved value exceeding £2,500, but 
not exceeding £5,000, and situated not 
Ieo' than 12 miles from the nearest rail
way line, proves to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner that he regularly and 
personaliv cultivates for crops in con
nection with his agricultural or dairying 

!_Hon. E.(}. Theodore. 

or grazing pursuits part of his r-aid land,. 
he shall, in respect of tho unimproved 
Yalue of the mid part, he entitled to 
the like exemption from land tax as is 
provided by this subsection in respect of 
land used for agricultural, dairying, or 
grazing purpose~, and tho terms and 
conditions of that exemption shall be 
applicable so far as they can apply." 

That is to give effect to the proposal of the 
hon. member for Cunningham. It provides 
that, where land not less than 12 miles from 
a railway is used for dairying and grazing 
purposes, and where portion of the land is 
used for cultivation, that portion shall come· 
under th<> exemption in clause 5. 

Mr. ELPHI:<:STONE: Is that the exact amend
ment the hon. member for Cunningham 
moved? 

The TREASURER: Not exactly. 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clame 5, as further amended. put and 

passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CnAIR~!A)! reported the Bill with a 

further amendment. 
The thiNl reading of tlw Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday, 1st August. 

The House adjourned at 9.40 p.m. 




