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Questions. [20 JULY.] Question8. 37!) 

THURSDAY, 20 JULY, 192~. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bortram, Jfaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO:L\"S. 
CoMPARATIYE RAILWAY ST.\TlSTrcs, 1915 AND 

1922. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:'\ES (Wrmcick) asked the 
::-lecretary for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat was the total mileage of rail
ways open for traffic-(a) At 30th June, 
1915; (/1) at 30th June, 1922? 

" 2. \Vhat Taihvays ·were in f'ourse of 
<Jmcruc!ion-(a) At 30th June, 1915; (b) 
at Wth June, 1922? 

'' 3. \\"hat "a.s the amount of capital 
inYeot<'d in railways-(a) At 30th June, 
1915 ; {11) 30th J uno, 1922? 

" 4. \\"hat rail ways wore opened for 
traflic b<'twcen bt Jul"·· 1915, and 30th 
Junt', 1922' 

'· 5. \Yhat \Yas the n1ilcagc and cost, 
rcspcctivcl:/, of tho said rail-ways?" 

The SECHETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombc, Kc}!j!cl) replied-

" 1. (u) 4,838 miles; (/J) 5,799 miles. 
'' 2.- l\liles 

(a) :Enoggera-T('rror's Creek 25 
Malanda-Millaa ::Ylillaa (1st section) 9 
:\Iunbilla-~•Iount Edwards 16 
l(iLgaroy-1'arong 18 
Tumoulin-Cedar Creek 5 
Homa-Orallo 29 
Koola marra-:\Iount Cuthbcrt 2-e 
Mount ::\Iorgan-Da" soH Valley 

"e('6on) 
Cheepie-Bulloo Riwr 
Emnwt to nen \Yelforrl 
Winton-Eldor,iie 
Duche:-s-Carbine Creek 
l{unwarara-11arlborough 
Kounrala-Carmila Creek 
Mackav-St. Helens 
Hollin istone-] nghan1 
~Ioola ba-In11isfail 

Total 

(/1) Kalbar-Mount Edwards 
1Iurgon-1)ro:iton 
III undubbera-Monto 
Manv Peaks-Monto 
Ram~cs to :Won to .. 

(3rd 
25 
48 
32 
38 
23 
18 
25 
31 
3-~ 
12 

416 

:VIiles 
10 
26 
65 
45 

110 
Completio11 of 0''· en's Creek line 
:Far]Pig}I-Pro~crpinc 

1 
63 
50 
35 

Bowen Coal Fields line 
Innisfaii.Tully Ri.-cr 

Total 

"3. (a) £37.332,930; (b) 
mate!:;, £48,500,000. 

"4 and 5.-
Logan Villagc-Canungra 
Dravton Dcyiatio11 
Oakcy-Ceril Plai~s 
I(ing~roy-Tarong 
Enoggcra-Dayboro 
Munbilla-Kalbar 
Yaamba-Sarina 
Dnrhe·,s-Daj arra 
Malanda-Millaa Millaa 
Roma-Orallo 
ChPPpiP-Quilpie ... 
A;·clwr l'ark-Ridgclands 

410 

approxi-

Miles 
21 
10 
39 
18 
25 

6 
155 

34 
18 
29 
47 
18 

Rmmot·Yaraka 
Koolarnarra-l\lount Cuthbert 
Rolling.,tonc-Lil_y Po11ds 
Oona-Dobbyn 
Tumoulin-Ra venshoe 
RantH,I)-Baralaba 
MackRy-Farleigh 
Cotton Vale-Amiens 
Orallo-Injune 
:il.loolaba-Daradgce 

Miles 
32 
28 
39 
20 
5 

23 
7 

12 
33 

9 
l\'nrth Coast J unction-Innisfail 

Junction 
Goondoon· \Yallaville 
Garget to near Owcn's Creek 

1 
12 
5 

Total 646 

.A, the accounts for 1§21-1922 ha vc 
!lot vet boon finalised, the "ost to 30th 
June' last is not vet ayai!aL!e, but will 
Le published iri the Commissioner's 
annual report." 

SAVlXGS BAXK FUNDS )L\DE AYAILABLE TO 
QUEEXSLA:-!D GO\'ERIOIEXT. 

~,h_ C. P. BAH~RS asked the 'Treasurer-
" \Yhat ..:lull or ~nuns of rnonev undPr 

the SaYing~ Bank ~\et lws bef'lr n1ade 
antilablo to the GoYornm<'nt-(a) On the 
70 Pf'r cc:1t. basi~; (h) on account of the 
rcrnaining 30 pPr cent.?" 

The FHE:YHER (Hen. E. G. Th,·odore. 
('h illa(JOI) replied--

,, (a) £729,665; (l1) no port:on of the 
rC'nHtining 30 per <'(~nt. has been rnade 
available> to the GoYcrnmcnt, but the 
bank has 8pprovcd of loans to various 
local anHwrities since 1st J' anuar:,·, 1921, 
amounting to £341,000." 

l'mcE oF SuG.m AXD Ji:ARxr"Gs OF S<.:GAR 
\VOHKERS. 

:VIr. SWA Yl\'E (Jfi,·ani) asked the l're-
mtcr-

"1. Did he not once rrch·ise af!ainst a 
request being rnade for a11 ln('~('U ,,o ill 
the price of sugar fron1 £21 per ton to 
£24 per ton'! 

" 2. If the then price of £21 per ton 
had lwf'rl adhered to. could the amount 
of £6.000.000. numtioned bv the hon. 
member fo.- Rockharnpton in .his question 
of 18th July, have been paid in W[lges to 
employees last year?" 

The PREl\IIEH replied
" 1. I\~o. 

"2 Soe Ko.l." 
At a later stage, 

Mr. SW AY~ E. without notice, asked the 
Prcrnicr·-· 

" In ,-iew of the Premier's reply to my 
qu0stion. I would like to n sk the hon. 
gentleman if he is the ~h. Thcodore who 
is rf'ported to hJ,Yt: said at the sugar 
conference held in April, 1918-

, Mr. Th0odoro said he thought they 
should consider as a conference whether 
they \Yould not be opc11ing their mouths 
too wide]y in asking for £24 per ton 
for raw sug·ar. It "as worth their 
while to consider "hother thev would 
not bo more likelv to achie~-c their 
obj cct by asking for reasona blo con
sideration, \Yhcrr 1.s by asking for 
80n1cthing that ·was unrf'a:-onablo they 
rnigl1t in the end get nothillg.' " 
" I \Yould also like to a'k the Premier 
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if the following is a report of the speech 
made by Mr. Lennon-

" Mr. Lennon later on at the same 
meeting referring to the subject said, 
· J am in full flecord with the opinion 
Mr. Theodore has expressed, that it 
would be unwise to ask for too much. 
Tho present is a war prj-ce and c,lnnot 
bo sustained. If we could get £22, 1' 

would be entirely satisfactory' "'? 
TlH' SPEAKEH: Order! 
1.\fr. S\VAY::'\E: I would also like to ask 

whether tho 1.\h. Lennon mentioned \Vas 11ut 
tbe Secretary for Agriculture at that tiu1e. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The PHE.MIER: The ans»·cr to those 

questions is that the hoH. member has 
\Yrongly construed statements nwtlc by 1nc, 
and is building up an argumci1t on false 
pre1nisLs. (Laughter.) 

KunARGOEB rx HE SALARY IxcRnn:xn; ; 
ORDERS IN CDTJXCIL EXCLUDIXG 
GOYERXl\IE~T E:\1PLOYEES FRO:\f lKDUS
~RlAL ARBITRATION CD'CRT. 

Mr. CORSEH (Burnett), in the absence 
of the hgn. member for Lock) or, asked the 
Chief Secretary-

" l. \Yh~t embargo<, lwve been placed 
upon the granting of incrca~cs to wages 
oe t:alaric-; of GoYcrrnnent e~nployecs in 
each of the financial vear, sincl' 30th 
J uno, 1915? · 

"2. \Vhai Orders in Council haye been 
is~ued ur:dcr the vroYisions of the Indus
trial Arbitration .\et since 30th J uno; 
1915, prohibiting certain sections of 
Government employees frorn access to 
the Arbitration Court"?" 

The PHE:YliER replied-
,, l. 'The limit for increa,es was £200 

for 1915·17; £300 for 1917 ·18; £50J fur 
1918·19; £600 fen· 1919.20; £500 for 
1921·22. There was no limit in 1920·21. 

"2. 12th July, ll:Jl'(; 14th ~~ugust, 
1920; 13th Februar.l'. 1921: 15th July, 
1921; 26th July. 1921; 2ud December, 
1921." 

HnnssTmi' OF RExrs oo; .'.GmcT;LTl'RAL HoLD· 
J!\GS; PEKALTY FOR LATE P.\Y}JENT OF 
RENT. 

1.\1r. CORSEH (!Jurnt!t) ask~d the Chief 
Scrrctar~.~--

" i. Does ho romcmber a deputation of 
men1ber,; of the Countr;; p,nty to hiu1 ou 
Jth March, 1922, when, amongst other 
things. he \raj asked that, owing to the 
serious plig·ht of tlw man on tiw land 
and thf' ruinous conditions obtaining in 
tho dairying ind~J·"try Pspccially, the 
Go,-crnmcnt should "·holly H'mit pay· 
~~nt of rents on agricul.tural holding~ 
tnis ·yn' tr? . 
. " 2. Does he renH:'rnbcr that, in reply to 

iHat req_ue_st, he statPd that regardj11g 
the reintssion of lL'asehold rent~. ca-es 
\Yonld be considered on their imliYiduai 
rncrit:;;, -and thev IYould Gnd in cd::c-, of 
hanl·hip tha: · the Goycrnrncnt was 
sy.npathetic '? 

"3. Is he aware that all .indi,-idual 
a pplicar1ts for such remission of rent 
ha,:e been informed that payment will be 
ms1sted upon, but that it mav be post
poned. subject to a penalty 'of 10 per 
cent. for late pa,;·ment' 

" 4. Will he haYo legislation intro-

duced this session to enable his promise 
to be fulfilled in the case of desen·ing 
applicants? n 

The PRE:YHER replied-
" l to 3. The law will not permit of 

::,uch rc,nission, but applications for exten. 
sion of time to pay rents are being dealt 
with on th(•ir indiYidual n1erits, and in 
cases of ha rd•,hip the pcnaltv has been 
eithf:'r rPdue('cl or •,-;hollY re1nittcd. 

'' 4. 'J he Lands Dep-artment considers 
sn.:h adion inadv-isable. Dt'sc·rying cases 
arc br•ing· sytnpathetically ti'f'<.Jttxl.'' 

E.\RXI~C:; OF \A.~ORKEH:S ]);" 8LGAR TXDUSTRY. 

:\Ir. BHA.:-\D (Burrum) aekccl the Premwr-
.. In Yiew of the fact chat tho hon. 

Ill('Inbcr for R..ockhampton ask('d hirn U 
question on TuP-day. lSth July. \Yhcrein 
he stated it was a fact that a sum of 
approximately £6,000,00J was pa;d ill 
wages to 20,00J employcl'S in the ··ugar 
indudry last yeat, will ho-

1. Take the nece-ssary stops, in the 
interests of the sngar indu::stry, to con~ 
iradict rhr staL-z:Je-nt n1ade as a state~ 
mc•nt of fact, that th2 su:;ar workers 
earned an average income of approxi
mately £300 per L!llit last year? 

2. h;furm the hon. member for Rock
hampton that ·uch etatement made is 
11ot Jn the best inv:~rests of the sugar 
jndustry as a whole or of the sugar· 
wo1·kcrs of Queensland? " 

'The PRE:'!1IER rer:.!ied-
" 1. I find that the statement that 

approximately £6.000,0CO was paid in 
wages in the sugar industry last year 
was publish(1d in th0 official org·an of the 
Australian Sugar Producers' Association 
ir~- a report of the pl'orecdings of the 
Sugar Conference held in Brisbane on 
28th Fcbruar:v. 1922, and a similar statc
rnent wa, pubiizhed in the oHit -ial organ 
of the l.rnit •d Cancgro 1,;Pr.<.' Association 
in its issue of lOth May, 1922. A similar 
;-,;t~tcnicnt 3.ppc:il'? ::d.o;u in a ::p0cial SLlp~ 
plemcnt of the ' Courier' dealing with 
tlu~ su;ar inclustr::, i;;--:ued ou 11th 11:ay, 
1922." 

'; 2. See answer to ~o. L'' 

ALLEGED ATTK\lPT TO Sr:-TnE DEL\Y DJ nE 
Secsn AcR-:E:\lLXT. 

Mr. CATTER::\ICLL (Mu urur) '"keel ::\Ir. 
Ford~.:)-

,, \Vill he givC' the ltalllCS of tL(' scycra] 
State Countr:_v party llH'n:b(l' ~ vvho were 
bringing iilflucncc t·J bt'1r on -!-hr Con1~ 
n1on·,\ calth (K atiou_tli::;t) Govcrnrncnt to 
delay a decision on the ··.ugar ngrccJncnt, 
a3 slat<>d in hi"' qt-u~qtion to the Prctnirr 
on 18th July'! " 

::\Ir. FOHDE (I/ or! !tan• pion) replied-
" The hon. nH-'lnbrr's con~cic-ncu is 

oYiclcn1 ly troubling Lim: und I would 
suggc"t that at tho next cauc'.lS lnoeting
of th(' Country pa.rt:· he :;hould move a 
1'~'-:;olutlon cailing- on the Fccler'.l CountrY 
party tu demand th ~.,t the Commonwealth 
Xationali;;t Goy(•rnnlE'nt renc1v tht.• sugar 
agreement. or, in default. that thr, 
Country party should withdrav\T it~ sup
pori, and thus dl~proyc the') pn_,yaJling 
jynprc"·sion that the. T <~rl' iu the ·bag' 
with the Prin1c }Iinistcr."' 

PROPOSED ~E'rn.:rranovv•'Rs' PooL BILL. 
Mr. WAR RE='! (J.lurrum ba), with<, ut 

notice, asked the Secretary for Agriculture·
" Is it the intention of the Minister to 
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bring forward a Bill to enable fruit
growers to forrn pools for the coming 
frnit season?~' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
1l-Ion. \'\T. :.\". Gi1lies, Racham) replied-

" Th0 Council of Agriculture has dealt 
exhauetiYely with that matter, a.nd it i& 
now in hand As a n1attcr of fact, a 
Bill has been drafted to giyr• effect to 
,vhat tbe lwn. gcntlcnl<:Ul is speaking 
about." 

l'um·osEo PooL FOR AGRTCCLTeRAL I'RODcCTS. 

;\{r. CORSER (/lzll'nctt), without notice, 
asked th0 SccrptaYy for Agriculture-

,, Is he arc that, h.1·d ho during last 
session accepted the anH __ ndinents of the 
Opposition on tho Wheat Pool Bill, then• 
wonld haVt' been no ne;-p~:;:;ity no-w for 
legislation for pDoiA for other agricul
tural product~?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOH .\G11TCTLTCRE 
·eplied-

,, 1 arn not nware o£ tbat. nor is any 
intcllig0nt :tnan in this I-Iousc a wan: of 
it. The 'iVheat Pool Dill was pass~d for 
n spceific p~_n·pose. and a gC'ncral pouli-;:~g 
Bill \Vas not under cr)llsitleratjon at tl1at 
tiinc.'' 

GoVER:-DIE!iT i\IE~IBEP.E: IIear. hr,ar \ 
Mr. CoRSER: The amcmlm<'nt wa.s. though. 
The SPEAKEE: Order ! 

PAPER. 
The folJo,ving paper was laid on the 

tabl0 :-
Orders in Council under tho Snpreme 

Comt ~\rt of 1921. 

AGRICULTURAL EDL'C.\TIOX DILL. 
IxiTIAnox. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'L:BLTC I:'\
STRUCTIOX (Hon .. J. IIuxh.nu, Hurandu): 
I beg to move-

" That the House• ,,-ill. ur its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \YhDle to consirkr of thr• de,ir
ablcness of introducing a Bill to mako 
b<'tter provision for agricnitnral educa
tion." 

Quc•stion put and pa s·•ecl. 

L\IYERSITY OF QL"EE-:\P.L.\Xll .-\C'T 
X'\lEXD~TEXT Bil .L. 

I-:;ITIATIOX. 

The SECRETARY FOH 1TBLIC 1:'\
;oTRC{'TIOX: I brg· tn "'o•:e--

'· That tho Home• will. at its next 
bitting, re;;,olvl~ itsPlf into a Con1n1ittPo 
of the \YhDle to comir]pr of thl' dPsir
ablencss of introdl!ring a Bill to rnak(~ 
proYision for irHTf'ase-d Pndov:nwnt to 
the l'niyersity of QuN·n iand." 

("'nestion put and pas~ccl. 

A1T'TIONEERS AXD C'(';..r:\lfSSTOX 
AGEX'l'S BILL. 

IX!TIATIO". 

Tho .~TTORXEY-GF.:\'!Ut.-\L (Hon. .T. 
iJnllan. Flindcrs): I bPg to move--

,, That the Hon '" will. at its ne'lt 
eitting. resoh·e ihelf into a Committee 
of the \VhDle to consi dpr of the de sir
ableness of introducing a Bill to provide 
for the l]f'cnsing of anctionPP1'3 and -con1~ 
rni:;;;,ion agents and for purposes inel
dent.al thereto." 

QnP,tion put and passed. 

LQ),;\"S TO 
GROt~PS 
MOTOR 

LAND SETTLEMENT 
FOR TRAMW_~YS OR 

LORRY SERVICES. 

Tho SPE.AKEH calling upon Mr. Swa::·np 
to n1ove the following motion standing in his 
name-

" That, in the opinion of this Parlia
nwnt, fDr tho purpose Dt facilitating tho 
convoyance o£ produce to rnarket, and 
so increasing production, it is dcsiraL1o 
th.-.,t rncans be provided whereby co
opcratiYc groups can be a~sistcd 1vith 
loans from tho State for the building 
of tramwavs to be connected with the 
Quoomland. Sta.tB r.1ib·ays, Dr ot.her 
rnccliun1 for its dispo-~l." 

Mr. S\YAY::--JE (Jfimni): I vould like the 
pcrn1i~sion Df the I-Ion5c to jusert the fol
lowing words, after the word •· tramways'~

,, or the est<tbli6hment of motDr lorry 
services.~' 

Ttw SPEAKER: The quc,tion whether 
tlw hon. mPYnber for ;I.Iirani shall be allo~;'ed 
to amend bis nwtion is in th" hands of tho 
House. Js it the pleasure of the House that 
the hon. nwmbe1· be allo" cd to amend his 
nwtion as requested? · 

HONOURABLE ME:IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:\lr. S'vYAYXE: l\.h mDtion deals vvith a 
subject I have already brought before prc
Yious Parli-nnents, iind evP.nts since I first 
rnovcd in the matter have n1orf' and n1oro 
~trcngthcned rny opinion as to the necos_,ity 
for some provision of the kind. I ha vc 
spent the greater part of my life ~m the 
land: and I remembc•r how, from t1me to 
time. \\'C farrru·r' have boon handica.pped ancl 
[Jcnalised by the difficulty Df transport. I 
rcmembcor that forty year., ago I had to 
rid<' 30 miles ono•· a week \vith a hox Df 
tnttor-beforc the days of the factories, 
b0hre thl' days of the ceparator-to got it 
tn market. Again, I reniCmbcr ·when I \Vas 
maizP-grov1ing ho1v I Htrugglcd along a bad 
nwd with a tC'arn of s(·ven or 0ight horse~ 
Jmlling about 2 tons Df maize, for which I 
recciwd in t.he market from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. 
a bnslwl. I a !so come from a district th,. t 
ha~. pPrlw.ps, dono n1oro than any othe1·, 
.-incc th•c time I speak of, in the wa:· c,f 
building light railways to assiet in improv
ing tha.t positiDn. Althongh those lines he<n' 
proved fm<"',,C~3ful, they are all privately 
nwncd. For sonT~ time ]t has been apparent 
that WP should plttce the coping ston(' on 
the co-operative system that was built up by 
the Sugar \:V'orks Acts of the nineties. U1e 
Sugar \York> Aotc, of 1911 and 1~14, and the 
Cr.-operative AgTicnltural Producbon Act
U!Jdcr which loans can bo made for the build
ing- {Jf dairy fac-tories, jRm factories, sugar 
mills, and so on-by proYiding also for assif't
awe to co-operatiYe gronps of farmers in the 
\Yay of Inaking aYailable a means of tran<:-
port for their produce. Action at the present 
tin1e is r0ndcrcd cvC'n n1orc ucec.;;sary by th0 
ypry high Ct.>-t that r,ow obtains in regard ~o 
thf' bu1ldi:;g of ag-ricultural lines. In 1ny dis
trict lah~ly a light agricu1tund Go,-crnmcllt 
lim• eost wnwthing oyer £9.000 per mile. I 
think it ,,_.j\l br l"t'('Ogn1s('d that, lf flg-rlcul
hnal 11TH>. are goln~s to cost oyer £9.000 pt~r 
milf', nel'\' few will be built. Thcrdor?. it 1' 
n1orc tha'n C'\-er necessarv that IYf' should ra.st 
about for S0111C in1)HOY('d DlNlDS of giYiTig' thf' 
fnnncrs h·:1n.<;:port for their l'l"oduce. l.':ithont 
ph1cing- an impof-:siblc bvrdrn HTlOD their 
~hnulders. Aid ~honld bP giYcn to ro-opcra
bvP ~roup~ of farmPrB in th:: direction oE 

.lfr. 8u'avnr.] 
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establishing n1otor lorl'y servic0s. During 
thL• last few rr1onths facts ha,~c conic to our 
knD\vledge which ha.vc Inalle n1any of u:-; 
think th>et pcEsiHy \Ye mif,!:ht get better 
and n1oru Pconotnical sr-'rvi<'{1 , especially 
whc·re light pr•Jduce m~h as huit and dairy 
produce has to be carried, by the cstabli~h~ 
n1cnt of a line of rnotor lorrie:-,, To rncet tho 
new aepect I have aclcled those words to my 
motion. 

Corr1i11g l)ack again to tran1\vays, for rna.ny 
ycnr~ it ha::; been apparent that su('h llnes 
arr· rcsponsibJr• for incrC-'ascd deYclopmcnt 
and for thP encourag{ nwnt of agriculture and 
iJ;(-reasccl production. I have here a book 
o:1 the q ne."tiou of light ra,ihYays, how they 
shall be con,tructed. the dektil,•d cost of 
con':tructi<Jn. and th<~ ('Ost of \Yorking, f'tc., 
written b: :\Ir. J. C. :\lrtcka. . In the pre
face, on page 8, I find this statcnwnt-

" It is no argun1cnt t:) ':':ay, that bee 1use 
this district is not capable of supporting 
a light line, it shall have 110 raihva.y at 
all. \Ye hav0 examplt1 S of ~~hat ca.n b(_~ 
dune bv 'little' raihva-.·c in Inclia to 
guide n3 i11 this n1atter, ~ .. uld. sa long as 
a di~trict ha~ fair pr( "-'llerts befcrc it, and 
when the people cif the di trict arc will
iJJg to t_akP some of the financial burdl'n 
on their or;n shonldcrB. it is the Llutv of 
thos" who have it in their power to assist 
in supplying the pit' ~sing need~ of such 
a fertile district." 

At page 108 the book deals with Be'gium. 
vYP know that before the war this svstcm of 
light agricultural linu was brought to greater 
perfection in Bclgiurn than, perhaps, in any 
other countr:-- in tho world. The book 
statf's-

" The railways arc generally laid 
alongside the public roads. and are 
worl~ed very cheaply. They communi
cate with all the principal standard
gunge raihva.ys, thus giving ready access 
to them for good·- and passengers, tend
ing to ({(_'Yf'lop llC\c,, di~trich, Hffordiug 
more numc·rous ontlcts for agricultural 
products, and providing rncnns of ('Om~ 
mnniwtion with districts that would 
othcnvisc be hopcle·--oh- isolated." 

In reference to Germany, d0aling with pre
" ar conditions, tho book states-

" The trials which for a. number of 
:----cars have been made by the Prussian 
Reilwac- Administration in the construc
tion arld working of narrow-gauge lines 
of 60 ccntimetrel (1 H. 11~ in.) have 
proved the efficiency and safety of these 
lines for passenger, as well as for goods 
trn ffic." 

It then goc; on to deal '.":ith the construction 
of light railways in India. Economy and 
cheapness of ronstrnrtion of nnrrow-gauge 
railwa.y:,; is more apparent in hilly country 
than in flat countr", inasrnnch a the narro1..v 
g"angc line." can ha>:e curves ·vvith a small 
radius. and tlw sharper turns enable those 
\vho arc designing them to take advantage 
of thP nu1.ny pas:;r spnrf3 tJ1at could not. be 
11cgotiatcd bv a wider-gauge line. Dealing 
with India, the book rays-

" Of all the local railways in India, 
t.he one that stancls uni(]lle in the rtdap
tability of raiJ,,--a.v locomotion. to practi
en llv inaccessibJr. places. is the Darjccling 
Himabvan. This is a small ra ihvay of 
2-ft. vnngo, running from Siliguri to 
D:·:rjw--linr;. "'distance of 51 miles." 

[ J1 r. Swayne. 

The book speaks about the very steep gradi
ents that these light. lines negotiate. A 
committee rtppointed hy the House of 
Commons on this subjPct, sitting under the 
presidency of Lord Br~--ce, stated-

" The committee think that it is n0 t 
re11sonable that undertakings of limited 
scope. when they are approved of bv the' 
)ocality they are intended to serv0, shonld 
be forced, as they arc now, to htwc 
recourse to the exl'ensiYe tribunal of a 
11arliamcntary inquiry.'' 

think that is a very important point. \Ve 
know Yery well that at tho present time, 
under our present methods, no matter how 
short or unimportant a railway is. it has 
t.o <:ome before Parliament. \Ye kuow that 
in connPction ':vith tbc Sugar 'Yorks Guaran
tcP Act, a certain r::un1 \Yas Yotcd bv 
Parlian1cnt for the pnrpo~c of (•onstrurt~ 
ing sngar rnills, and it ww.; left to thc
di·crciion of the Government of tlw day as 
to how the money should be cxpcnded. I 
t,tke it that, us rPcoininencled by Lord Brycc:s 
cJmmittce, it will be found on inquiry that 
t.he h·st method will be, if ParliamPnt 
in~tructs t.br! Govcrnrncnt to take up this 
sch<.'nlc, for Parliament from vt ~u· to veal' 
to Yotc a cc1·tain sn1n of rn~nC\' for~ the 
purpose of lend-ing the 1non0y to cO~opcrativc 
groups of farmers for the cstn blishnwnt of 
Inoto::.- lorrv scn~ices or the construction of 
trnnnvavs. ~ I ha ye alr('adv r:'f '""c'tPd to thL• 
advantages of a 2-foot. raih~av. \\'hc;ro I was 
onrf-' 1ivlng a light line of 'tbis d(~cription 
pn,:-;~cd my dooe. and during one season it 
c:trricd Dvcr 80,000 tons of gc ·JC!s. So fae 
as th~ rc;.;olutlon goes. it does not define an~: 
g;:ug·e. It l~avcs that cntirc!v f< r the local 
people to dPcidc;. If thev think a 3 feet 6 
incli line best suits their~ purpo·-;:':;; so as to 
avoid anv transfer of frcie ht \\·hrn it r 'a<'bes 
the Gov .'rnmcnt lino, then' thev e l"!' at liberty 
to adopt that g·auge. On the' otbrr hand, {f 
the,- think the clw-·pn 2-foot gauge line 
"~i~l S'TYO their pnrpo·<~~. under this propo.""al 
the."' \vi11 be at lilwrt.·- (-o adopt that gnugP. 
A~.'-ain. the·? can '·nit tlwn1·,.,..,l,t-:; as to the 
n1~tho{l of~ traction. Tf thp.· desire stc<un, 
thPv m a~: ha Ye it: and, on the other hand, 
if the~-- ihink a motor tractor will giYP th"m 
lwtt0r srrviec. tlwv nutY use that. claoo::-, of 
tractor. Again, i( the traffic is light, they 
mrty use horse powPr. I hrtYC left all that 
;n1 opPn qnl'stion. \"'rhat T want j·, for 
Parliament to adopt the principle, am! th•n 
th0 de< (dls tan be df cidcd aftcrv..-arcls. In 
tht- motion I base not :::tRte>d ~HJV d0fi.nitt~ 
~:urn. Tf the 00YPrnnH'nt ln t ;wi~~ wisdon1 
think that. tlw whole ccst should l>e loaned, 
I baY<' nothing to Nay again t H. But t.h0 
idPa I had in YiPw was that only two-thirds 
of tht' coc-r of (•onsh'1H'~it'll ,o;;hould lJe advancl'd, 
as in all probability thn local people cmllJ 
rnakc up the onc~th!rd by \vorking \Vith 
th('ir O\Vll tcan1c:, suppl:ving tiinlJCr, and ~:;) 
on. That i~ Pntirdv a rnatt r for future con~ 
s.ideratiou. If the }1art:-T OJll10site art~ sin('Cl'0 
in thPir prof0~sion thnt th0y ~npport tlH-' 
en-opcr~tiYe p_rinciplc, then thc:v cannot help 
~npporhng th1s rf'«o]ution. I mav sav that 
sinc<J I la::-;t 1110\~d ir1 tlw n1ntt0r I bavf; 

rf'C:',ivf'd thr t'nrlor'-<'111Cllt of the 
[1 p.m.J PrcnJicr him Plf. T ha•. hew the 

report of J)ffi':' intf'rvjc'.Y~ that 
}, ., p-ave to deputations. I fincl that in 
)hrkoy. in 1919. hn as intcJ'\'iPwP<l in con· 
n;ct1on \Yi 1h the OnTf'n Cl'P(-'k railv;;:p;, rrhe 
Prr-rni(r ~ugsrc ted thni~ the lin0 sh0n1d bo 
built under the prcn·isions of the Co~op-::rativo 
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Dup;ar \Vorks Act.. l-Ie ac:.kC'·d for full par-
ticulars, and said that he would giYc a 
definite ansvvcr on his rl~turn to BrisbanP. 
It will be noted that, in replying to that 
deputation, the hon. grntlemnn rrcknow·lcdg ·J 
:hat thPro were raihvavs that could bc>t be 
built under the system i: am advocating: but 
I do not quite agree with him that i ho Co
opcraiivo Sugar \Yurko Act \\ould b-• the 
best means of achiPving the result, That 
Ac:L was pa~>:·;:;cd to deat with sugrtr n1ills, not 
tratnlinrs. Of course I kno\v that awav back 
in thP ,. nineties " the existing .Ar't was 
strotcheJ so as to allow of Go,·erHmcnt-lmilt 
trarnlin_-s being built under it; but, in any 
caS(', it only applic" to sugar lands. It will 
l1(' re'~ I iscd that. n1v rt"'solution has a n1uch 
wider scope. If I;'"'cd, it will not only 
bcnf'flt the se \\ ho arc gro\ving sugar-ran{', 
but it 'vill b{'IH:fit tLosc cngag('d in dair.~'ir1g, 
fruit~growing, v-hc,\t-growlng, Jnaizc-growing, 
or oth('r kind~ of furn1ing. 1 think I arn 
right in saying that, if a ruc~a~ure is franH~d 
i:... ~~ccordance \':ith this rc•olutiOn, groups 
or n1iners could ,dso avail thcn1se]ve~ of it. 
Fi.utherrnorc, it vroulcl proyide fecder3 to 
the State railwavs. \Ye know 'JJa(. at th·• 
present. tin1e one~ of our great troublPs ls 
the fart that tlwrt' is llot suf!icic11t freight 
fortbc01ning along thl) lino~ a1roady op~ned. 
The'.' tramwaYs wou]J be fec,krs for rlJ,, 
rnain line;-;, ru:Hl v,rould mean rnorc freig-ht 
and more prbdnction. Before I lea \'C the 
FubjL'Ct of thP Prcn. irr's utterances on this 
n1attor, I n1ight say that, although in 1919 
lJC cxpre~:0-d the opi11ion i11 l\lacknv that 
these liu0s could be witah!y built under tiw 
Sugar \York~ Co-operative Art, ·when I 
tclc•graphed to him on ihe subject on 12th 
1\Iay. 1921, asking- that the mattPr 'hould bo 
xpeditcd, ho replied-

" ')_"our wire c]cYcnth inst<~nt re Owen 
Crf'ek Railway, nwttPr being con-
sidered." 

A rathet long interval for the consideration. 
prorniseJ. As bringing homo to us the lll

crPasing nc('d for action in this direction, I 
find that, \Yhf'n the l)rcn1icr \Yas in ::\1ac~:::av, 
in l\Ia.y of this year, :;fr. T. Kirwan, 'a 
sett!N in the district, said-

,, .-\bout a- dozen scttlen at Silent 
Grove were held up in the matt 'r of 
acee· i to the ::-.lurth Coa•t line, ;wd thcv 
desired to know if the Government coul;l 
build a 2-foot gauge light traunvay into 
tlwt country. The first ;r•etion, which 
could be from 5 to 8 mi]· ., would 
nwtcrially aid settlement. and ~it coulJ 
b~~ ex:t('ndcd as ~ettlclnc:nt warranted." 

~,Ir. I(.irwan is a bond iirio ::;.·c~ttler whn has 
tak011 up lanJ. ilt this conlltr,;, and he~ is as 
good a nwn ao; you can fiud~ in Qnert1slanJ. 
He pub for\vard. a VPl':V fair rcquc'"'t \Yhcu 
he af.k~ H~c Pr0rr1icr f.n· the con:-truetion of 
a 2-foot line. That quite ],Par' out what I 
haYQ ~9.icl. Furth0nnore. as YPri(\ ing n1y 
stattnH':!lr that, as tiwc goE'.:; on, the need for 
action bocomcs nwrc apparPJ:t I haYc 
rcceiH-cl this lctt·l' from the Haughton River 
'Trannva v Boarcl, in i he BowPn (Jj~trict-

,; IIaughton Itivc-r Trannvay Bonrc.1, 
"~Iinchan, Avr Line, 

'· 23rd ·Aueust, 1820. 
"E. B. S\Yaync, Esq., 1I.L.A .. 

'· Parlian1ont £louse, Brisbane. 

" Sir.-I ata directed to write ""'·ou, 
th:ulkiug you for the effort'~ you arc 'put
ting forw-lrd i11 tr~,·.ing to get light trarn 
li11c · built in agricultnrnl distriC't:-, and 

to have same built and controlled bv a 
bolird of farmers thernodve>. As "vou 
rnn.v know, this i'rnall eommunitv 'has 
tak<'n upon tlwm -·c-lvn ihe burcle" of 
IJUrchasing und {'n·ding a ~ugar rnill, 
which without tramline ill not pay, 
r>~pC'cially as a nnn1bel· of farnlPrs livo 
5 miles from tbo mill. The prcsPnt 
Gov('rnment promised to advance n1oncy 
-to construct a light line 8 n1ile:"l-to the 
shin• council, but that body c-ould not 
~{'O its deaL' 1o nndertako the wol'k. 
The is at a stand~till, and wo aro 
very plenserl to read you aro trying to 
get the rnoncy advanePd to a board ::;;uch 
as c haYe, and \vish ~-ou every surccss. 
IIcping same Y;ill b0 a11 acco1nplished 
fact, Rgain thanking yon, 

'' I rr>n1ain. your;-; J'(' 'P ctfull~T' 
"H.. 1\'AL'fllN. H(Jll. Scrrd.:•ry." 

That. shmYR bow this nHJVeilHmt appeals to 
practical n1cn-r:nun \\·ho arc up again~t 
things, and who kno\\' all the ncc'ds of the 
fanner. It would be a groat saving to the 
country as thc'c lin0c;; 1.Yould not only 
iJWr<•a;,: prot!udiou, but thl'\ coulJ be built 
fo·: e. groat dPal lc-ss than under presont 
methods. As I hitve alrooch· said, a light 
agricultural Gov0rnmc11t lint: cons~·n.tdcd in 
mv district cc,t over £9,r~O a mile. and if 
th-at hiiTh cost is going to continue then· will 
he yor_~~ fc:w agricultural linl'S built .. I am 

ccpwint0d v:ith a rncrnl)f'l' cf a \Yf'll-known 
cnginPcring fir1n in Brisbane, which has 
aln)<HlY built rnan.v J,,jlrs of rnilwuy, hnxing 
bof~n o'ntrustrd with the C'\pPnditure of ~omf'
thinc; like £1,000,000 in the building- of rail· 
wav~. T1his f'Jrm bu111 Olll' llnr in tllP North. 
an;] al!other in the elcctotat,, of tlw hon. 
m.r>mbcr for ~ru~grave. and this gpnt1on1an 
tell~ nH' that tho line I n1ent;on, vvhich cost 
£9.000 a mile, coulrl lwve br•0n built for 
£5.0u0 or £6.000 a mik. I tako it that if 
the rnoncv had be-on spent uudcr the) control 
of a co-oi1C~l'ntivc group of fr~l'tner . ..;, th0 15nc 
could haYc been built at tht: farnr pncc. 
in~tead of costin~ OVPI' £9.000 a n1ile und-l'r 
the prcr;Pnt method of raih~:ay_ construction 
lr thr· GovPt'lment. In rh,tnct< where a 
2:fnot gaug0 i_, consiclcrN1 sufficient. I have 
Dnh· to point to a linc1 1rh!ch has been lat::-]y 
c'O~dructed at Carmilla. in the electorate 
of the hon. rrwrnbcr for :I\Tor,lianby. Thc•y 
have built 4 miles of gcod tramlinc suitable 
f(Jr steam tl"a!Iic for co.nethin:; like £3 on a 
111iJc. 

:\lr. PETERSOX: ,\ gcOtl line, too. 

:'vir. SW.\ YNE: It will be oecn how much 
F1T01lfCl' thP ca:;o for aetion in t_his rega1·d is 
than it \\a when I first moved m the maltc;r 
~-Dine vf'ars ago. I have been looking up 
somP ·of the speech{'~ whiC'h v,-,~re rnadc 
against the n1otion -..v.hen on previous occa
sions I brought np this matter, and they 
strike me as 'being shockingly futile. 

The fly.t time I introrlnced this motion inh 
thr IIousc J\Ir. I-I<n·daC're 1V1"' <l D1f'mbcr of 
th~ L::1bour Govc-rnm•_·nt, and he ·~e( mPd to 
~Pc in my rnotion a. deep-laid ;.ch0rn0 to take 
the Stato railway, fro 11 thP Stc,te. I do not 
-,,1(' how he could arriY(' nt ~uch a. rn1J(}usion. 
I will sin1ply quote the sor·t of nrg_urnents 
1Yhlrh wero advancPd again:;;t n1~.- n:wticn the 
]aq-, time I brought it up. In 1917, ,\Ir. Covno 
IY<J.~ S0Cl'C'tt1l'V for Rajl;.,-ay:::;~ und -on page 993 
of "IIansard" of that ~· i...',.ll' \YC: f1nd he nut de 
n:-.c of the".' words-

" I rnust saT~ that tho hon. Incn1bcr for 
l\L~1·ani is rrl~·;:;t disingrnuous''-

J[r. Sway ne. J 
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I do not really see why he should have said 
that-

" in the time he chooses to bring the 
cubjcct up in the HoLlSC--now and two 
years' ago. The hon. rnen1bcr is well 
:t ware of t\YO very important facts. One 
of them is that for the past twelve 
llJOntllil the Raihvav Dcpartmcut has 
Gecn almost· depleted. of material for the 
C'onstruction of n:ihYays of any sort. 
_\cother thing which is well known to 
P\"Pr~:bodY 1s that it is irnpo~sib:e to 
borrOv: 1nnney for that pnrpn·,.e.'' 

It those objections f"~i·-JP<l in 1917. thc•.v do 
not exi~t in 1922. \Yt~ knovt that thPy haYe 
c•utirclv di:;:1ppcarcd. \Vc know that \Ye cn.n 
o·c1" nlatcrial, becaUSE~ l'~tihvays ha\~C been 
l~uilt si'lCO thl'll, >tllhongh at extmtionatch 
irrn.\·v co···t; and we al·n know that loan 
mcn~v js no\\' rr yailn blL'. \Ye kno'v that \V 

haYe "twen able to borrow Ino ·py for yc:ns 
lwth lo1-a llv and ovc•rsea, and t.ho obj cet:o:1s 
which -~,..crC rai;;.c'd in 1917 un that sroro _have 
:;incc completely di,appearcd. Then 1:::. 110 

sound ar;d goo.l reason that call be nch-ancl' l 
a~ni11st the ca1Tying of this resolution. 

The cost of the c1lrriag·p of producP js a 
Y<!!'\' in1nortant it.etn. a1thongh 1 do no~ 
lJroPose 'to go into d''tail~ i~1 1nov~ng tl?f' 
Jnotion. Sti1l, the fir •t qtif>tJ()n wb1ch wdl 
ari:"c i~. \Vhat is it going to c·o;,t. to work 
tlw -e lines? ,,~ill tbey be of any ad,-an
tage in regard to the cost of carria.go? 
A' I ha\'O alread.v stakcl. I ha\'O had a lnt 
of c·xpPriPllC'C in the \Yorking nf these agn
cultural lines, and quite recently I got. a 
lw.lance-:;..hcet fro1n one of the 1nllls in rny 
electorate) which ro~~c·sses about 50 .miles of 
these tra.1nvnys. In 1914 the."' c·arr1cd cauo 
to their n1ill, and, aftt'r providing f_or 
interest on the cost of ronstruction, dPprecHt
tlon. and \Yorking ex} lt'TI'·' ...;, they carried the 
('anr at a cost of 5.8J. ::~e~' Illilc. the average 
di>Lnrc that tlw Ulnl' wonld hnYc to be car
ried hci~;g 4 or 5 tnil,· ·J. At the sa~ne t.i-mc 
I find that on the Uon~rllment lmes the 
r::iniunuu charge for canP waR ls. 1d. per 
lPilc or more than b.dcc as murh as it 
{'~'st 'to CJlTY a ton of cane on th8 private 
tram\Yays. If my proposal i. aclopt<;d, we 
can car1~v cane on thc~f' lw ,tl tranrwaytJ much 
ch0aper "than on the Government li~:cs. 

I think I ha vc n1adc out a strong case 
, ) far as the co'3t of <"Olls.truction is con
cr-rned. If WC' have n1orc of t1Y'.~C' light 
tl'aJTI\'. a ys, it will enable n1ore prin1ary pro
(k1<::l'r3 to bP J'rvcd, and it will cncourag[' 
tlwm to produce more, because they will be 
abk to get the-ir produce to n1a.rkr>t at a 
profit to themsclvPs. I ha-ce already men
rioncLl that n1rtny years ago it took n1e nearly 
tln·ct• davs V'ith a big- teurn of hol'ses to get 
n couple~ of ton~ of 1naizc to 1narket. You 
will see th.ct. with the price of maize as 
i- \YHS then. there was not mnch left for the 
f:nn:.cr, ri'his rnotion i:-:: designed to oyer
come thc,e difficnltit . Even at tho pre-ent 
tin1C' thC' road.": in taanv localities are not 
n·,uch bettPr than thcv \vr-rc at the time I 
speak of. The ce-op0;·ative system in the 
o.;rricnltnral districts ha. been found to be 
:-.onnd. L-oans h·· .. YC' brr•n made to farn1crs 
for thC' eon~·truction of sngar-n1ills, dail-o~.\7 

fRctorif'· .. nnd b·:con far·tm·iC's. and those loan 
propo~it-io11~ vYc·rr all ~ound frorn a husines;:; 
point of virw. and al·o from the point of 
vi:.•'r of bcncflt to th0 St:ttc. If lTiore of 
t1Jc~P loall-· could bP grante·d, it \Yould add 
to onr Y:C'a1th production in the various 
cJgricnltural districts. 

~Jir. Sn·aunc. 

I havo given facts to justify the passag8 
of this motion through tho House. \Ve have 
pa,:;sed a nurnber of co-opf'ratiye Acts, includ
ing Acts -.\hi eh providl• for the erection of 
sugar-n1ill~. butter fal·tories, and bacon fclc
toric,,, and so on, but \n~ ,~;ant to C'o:nplctc 
the work and put the coping-~tonc on the 
edifice by advancing nioney to th.t~ far1ners 
t'l a~o;;Jst thmn in getting thcjr produce to 
markd. If wo do that. we shall he doing 
soint•thing for the 11rirnary producers and 
for the whole of Queensland as well. 

I do not wish to introdure a personal to~tC' 
il'to this dic.cussion, bnt I cannot h lp point, 
ing- out that tho Prcmic•r ha-:; sron flt fro~n 
tiuw to tirn~ to twit the Country party with 
po~·:3('E:sing no cnn·,tructiYe llolicv. \Yhcn I 
brought this 1notion for\Yanl in 191'"'. I clain1 
that it was part of a co;structiYl policy. 
\Yhnt morr~ bc·;cficial poFcy 
cculd vvc haye in a y ur1g {_ ·,untr,v tl1l~. 
v, ith all its natural lTSOnrcr , tlmn the 0110 

I prop'"" in m~' ;notion '1 It ;,·ill help thosP 
\vho are engaged in prlrnary production, 
hPc "-"" theY will be able to get their pro
duce to markPt rnnch better. In the 
"nineties," when thf' co-opcrntivP works 
l0gislntion was pn~f'cd. it 111adc proYision fot' 
a. ron~trnctiYc policy. Th0 co-orlcratiY2 A-eh 
which haYe sireP been JlR'·'''d. and which 
han~ enablC'd n1ills to be ('onstrnrtcd in tlv" 
I'\orth and dairv factories Prr~:tC'd all over 
th0 place, wer0~ all part of a constructivf' 
policy. _.c'\.ny leg-i~1ation fran:ed on the lineR 
thrrt I lu.-e laid down will also bP of a 
-con~truct1Ye nattn·c. IIon. lTIE'Jnbf'r_) opposite 
d. r:ot seC'nt to kno1v what a CDnstructivP 
polir.\T is. '.rhc~7 cannot d!~tingul~h between 
construction and de·<trndion. TheY think 
that d0struction is c0n'"trurtion. !Iowever, 
J do 11ot 'vish to bring an~vthing personal 
int.J the discus.<ion of mv r0solution. I think 
I have given good, :-o.und r0asons for the 
ndoptir>n of the resolution, and it will be 

·hard for the :Y1inister to controvert those 
u:asons. I havP murh pleasure in moving 
the motion as amended. 

Mr. \YARRK" (liurr,m/;a): I ,,·ish to 
>econd the motion. There is no denying th~ 
ab olnt0 uecc~-;.;itv for some ronnrction 
hntwPPn the rail s.PrvicP ancl the llUln on thP 
land. I cannot understand an~·body saying 
thct thf•re is no need for a brttcr transport
scnice in the coudrv than that which exists 
to-d::1y. I an1 goirig to S'l:V furthpr that 
Quccns1and-and in sa,\-ing this· I do not 
., ieh to decrv the Statr• in a1w wav-is 
r.hsolutcl~v bohlnd th.o tin1cs in its t'rans110rta
tion fucilitics. A good deal of the reason 
for that is that we arc too satisficrl \l'ith 
the old methods. So far as thes(' smoll tmm 
~Cl vi re:;; an~ rnncern0d. w0 knovv that. \Vf' 

l1avc- already had a good demo,stmtion of 
thr~ tran1l\ a vs in existPnf"f'. \Ye know 'Yha.t 
the• trams ha Ye clone for the conntrv districts. 
Look at the Pulrnwoods-BudPrim .Tra,nr:~ av. 
1-Ion. D1('Illb('r~ are a\YErc tbat. before th1t 

·tra:1nva:- was built, then• was a g-ap of 7 
rlliles b0hvccn tl10 rail an(l ·Hw pcoplP who 
"·rre pr;;cluring- on Budf'rinl l\ifountain. In 
that plnrc they h~lYC' a YPr.Y rich nicC'c of 
countrv. but UlH1cr thr nrl sent conditions of 
frllit-g.ro1ving they vronld I~ot be abl0 to pro
due:~ fruit nnln:,;; the\· had thP. tra1nlinc. 
h ·r:·"""" they could not profitnbl~, crrrt their 
fruit Uo,vn at p!'csent prices. Before I pass 
fl'nrn that n1attcr. I would like to point out 
thP necessity for completing a particular line, 
;, ncl not building nlCTf'l.v short lengths. If 
tht~ systern i~ going to be encouraged by the 
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'CoYcrnnwnt in u truly co-opPrati Ye spirit, it 
will have to be universal throughout 
(~ueensl::md, and the svstems will ban• to be 
·<?ompleted. If the J~uderim tramline had 
bc0n ea rricd on to it:-; proper tenninns, it 
would be at least. 50 per cent. bdtcr for 
th{' people \Yho are Qrodu('ing on the moun
tain. _-\gain. the Narnbonr-~1aplcton tram
line rnakes jr po~siLlP fot· people on the 
BlaC'ka1l R.ange to put their prodncP on the 
r.ail at a fair profit in rCH'"OtHtblc tiniC. But 
that is not thP rno,t ~uccp.:;~·ful soction of our 
1 rarn serYicP~. 'l'he ::\Ioretun ~lil1 tranrvvav 
~(·n·ice f'xtt•nds Jown 1he l\larooehv Rivf'l~. 
and th('.- arc no\v going to contir{uc it to 
iVInroocb.vdorc and acro::;s the riyer. 

:\Ir. KIR\\'AX: Tlwrc will b<' rr fine seaside 
Jllucp tllerc. It is the b0~t bt•ach in (Juecn~
lund. 

:vir. \\'.\ RRK\': The ::\1orcton l\Iill Com
pRn.v i::-· doi11g vdwt lt should LP the fun{?tion 
of the GoY{'l'lllllC'llt to do. The:. arL' opening· 
ur a Yast extent of sug-ar land. In fact, 
n1orc lEnd vYill be opened up on the 
northlrn side of the riYcr than is under 
cultivation rrt present. I point out these 
tbing3 t-o show what 1night be ·done with a, 
propnrly cor.istructcd and operat.e·d tramway 
,yslen1. If it had not been for that tmmwav 
:--;~·:)tl'n1 the-rP wonld haYP hcPn practically n~J 
close settlement on tlw ::\[aroochy River; but 
to-dav \H' haYe 011e of thc fmest settlements 
in At;stntlia. \\l1en I heard that this motion 
was going to Le Ino\·ccl, it struck mn that 
we. as people Sf~nt heru to lcp;i;-;lat: for the 
c:ond of the people, should do all in our pow< r 
to <·ncourage and extend this svstem. \Ve 
haYc low('l' down on tht> North Coast line a 
·[·asP which :-hows the llPCC'·sity for sornrthing 
of this de•",~,·iption. Th<' pcopl<• on a portion 
of the Blaclcall Rang-e ha ,-e a butter factory 
in loYely country. but thf:'rP i-3 a gap bet~" ec~l 
the raillwad am! the pl11ep of production, 
~rh('y ha \"G be('n (·arting thcjr product down 
-I am >peaking of l\Taleny-not for wa.nt of 
<t'llterpri~e, because if there arc entcrprlsing 
people in an.v part of .-\u-tralia it is thooe 
people. Tlwy ha n' thP most up-to-dat,, nnd 
tractor it v, as possible to gPt in Austraiia; 
hut rhey found that the roads wPl'e impass
able for that tractor, und they were not abhl 
to t)W it. ,, ith the remit that tlwy lost. and 
ha.YP. been losing. The si1irc council ll0\1· arc 
building a road. If we had had some 
-:-CrYicc of the Jescription rncntion{!d in the 
mot.ion, it would have opened up, not only 
.Mal0ny, but also the back country, and 
"·ould hayo been a useful feedE'r for the main 
line. Somcbodv Sltid earh· in this debate 
that it might h:ippen that ti1c railwrrys would 
not be u•ed in the future. I am quite con
Yinccd that, if the SccrPt.arv for Rail wavs 
woke up one n1orning and fo1lnd thC:' raihva :,,s 
taken out of Quccnslitnd altogether, he would 
haYc vJ very peaceful day. \Ye need to work 
our railwavs better, but we need feeders for 
thetn. I belie,-o this is not going to be a 
country of raihYays. I belieYe that in th<' 
future we shall ha,·o our trnnk lineR; bnt 
we haYe to l'('C0gnisc that our nu1in high
wa.ys-tlv:~ 11ain R.oads Board rna~' he- doing 
sonwthine; at the prcsc•nt timo-will bc the 
feC'dt'rS of our trunk railwa'/S. Our rail
ways are not in a. pa~ ing ro.ndition sirnply 
hecause the land is occupi0d onh~ 'erithin a 
short distance of them. Along ·the ~ orth 
l'oast it would be almost impossible to cart 
produce ove-· the roads for anv great distanco, 
becrruse of the g-roat rainfa'll and the bad 
nature of the soil. rrlwrP arc, for instance, 
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certain products, such as pineappl~s, that 
ea nnot be carted more than 4 or 5 miles. and 
they cannot be carted even so far at a profit, 
A system of motor transport or a tram 
H'tTice would make all the difference. vVe 
can take the soldier s ,;ttlcmellts to show the 
need for something of that deseription. The 
residents of Twiu View havo been to the 
Prernier on sen~ral ocr~tsions a,:-,ki11g Uw 
Gov(!rnrnt'Ilt to do ~o1nething in the. \Yay of 
c0nstru.cting a trann ay. You will renrou1ber. 
lrll'. SpPaker, that tho.-:.e rYJPn \VerP altogether 
too poor to uudert nke co-opcratiYc ClJter
pr·isc without any outside assistance, and 
I am of the opinion that all possible 
assistance should hl' giYcll to thern, because 
whateyer financial assJstance is giYen to 
thcrn, it will be r0g:1inPd in the rt)vcnue it 
will bring· to the raihvay~. I g;o so fal' as 
to 'ay that it is a! re d,v rPcogniscd that tha.t 
is :-o. At Budcrim, if thc:y had a. good crop, 
thev would not be able to look aftN it. 
\Vh(~rcas, if thPy had <.l good road and ,ome 
bettPr se1·vice bv whlch one- man could c:nrt 
j·cn tin1cs as nJlwh as at prc_,ent, it would 
be altogcthel' a different proposition. I 
wallt to point out how difficult this qucstwn 
of the tra11sport of pineapple; really is. A 
uHlll with a eprin;; ca.rt is able to bring to 
market fourtcl'n CUS{1 at rno,•~t, and some
tinws lw m a v have 100 case'S a da, to take 
to th0 siding, so th"t in that case 'he would 
on!,- get twenty-eight case'' out of his 100 to 
t!w rail. Con,equcntl,v, in hot vceather he 
woLdd b0 losing the b tt<•r part of that quan
tit.v. It is important that something of thn 
de•,criptiou rncntioncd in the nwtion :-hou]d 
lw undertaken, and I \Y<mld snggc,t that 
·,xe should haye nJotor '·en·iccs, or trarr1s, 
work.ing in d1fferpnt directions. If the 
Bnderin1 tra1ns cnt in the morning to 
Bndcrim and in tlw cn•ning to the Blackall 
side. there would lH' a considerable saying 
in expense. and, if y,"(' ha-d a motor service 
e<'ntre Oil f'ach ,.icl0. \Yl' could haYe traffic 
in four diffnrnt directions, and the cream 
or fruit could be brGnght ,in on tbo tramline 
from the torminus 011 OJlf.' side and also frorn 
thP othc•r tr>nninus ou th(' other sidP. That 
would b€' co-oporatiyc• dfort, and \YOu!d bring 
about a better condition for the man on the 
land and also commercial prosperity. The 
fruit or 'ream roulcl be brought to market 
for less than half the present cmt. 

Nm,· I want to deal for a few moments 
w·ith tlw comfort vdtich the;e things 'Will 
bl'inp.:. TakP the place,. y•:herc these tram 
scrYiccs alrea-dy ex,i~t, and consider the diffl
cultic, whi< h the people had previously of 
getting to the railway. and I think you will 
recognise the vast improYemcnt the:- would 
rnakc in the conditions of life vdlcte\·cr t.hev 
\Y0nt. It is essential that something should 
be done to make the lot of the people on the 
]and more comfortable and more attractive. 
If nothing i8 done. it will react on the cities 
rrnd on the prosperit:.· of thP State. A cor· 
lain gentleman hrc>< .,aid, "\Ye shall ha Ye to 
take picture shows io the people in the 
countrv, the same ao; th0v haYe in the 
eities.'' If the' are to b0 th'e same rubbish_,. 
picture show,, that \YO sec in the city, I 
would not like to spe Htom go to thP couutry 
and epoil the id0ae of the people there 
regarding \Yhat is right a.nd proper. \Ve do 
not want wh~t are called tho pleaoures ot 
the citv. but 1ve ·do want the convenienc0s 
of the ('it,v; we want something that is going 
to imprm·n the lot of tho people, I ask 
hem. members to consid0!' the lot of a woman 
in the country, miles and miles away from 

M1·. Warren.] 
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comn1unication, ''There there is no chance of 
getting to town unlcs:; shE~ rides on horse
back-very l,ikcly over roads that an ordinary 
city m"n would consider impossible. Surely 
we ha ,.e a right to provide better facilitic, 
for travelling. The rnotion provides a start
ing point in that direction. If the GoVPl"n
ment will assist in bringing that about, they 
will have the' blc"in;: of those people who 
arc ljyint_~ awa>T frorn thf' rail a11d have 
no means of communication. It will be a 
good thing for the railwa} s and fer the 
State, and it will be a bcttPr thing for thl? 
man on the land. It is almo.·t impossible to 
grow fruit an:;- distance a way fron1 the rail. 
\Ye baY(' cnorrnous possibilitic" in regard to 
fruit. For the growth of citrus and many 
othu- kiud of fruit,, after hrtving s •en 
fruit grown in the South, I nn1 not afraid to 
say that no plaee in Au•trali:t has uny hope 
uf conlpl'ting against Qut~en,;land. Instead 
of th lt industr:v bcing \\·orth £2.000,COO, wo 
-hould make it worth £15.000.000; bLlt, if 
we ar,: to n1ak0 it what ]t 5hould be, \YC 

shall ha\-~ to imnrove the n1cthod~ of c·on1-
munic.,tion. I h-opo the Iloueo v.·ili ,do its 
lw-t to E· tablish u svstcm of co-ope,rutiye 
tram1i11(., and n1otor 1-ran~port. ~·O thflt we 
m a v mu k'' better tloan it i,; the lot of tho 
IH'Ovple Y ho arv li~ ing- in the country. 

Mr. I'ETERRO:'>J: I dc•sire to support the 
hon. member for J'v1irani in his motion. I 
do so for va~·ious rnasons. Fi1•;,t of all, 
bccan-.;e I have alwavs maintained that we 
hav(~ -far too rnuch r~ihvav milt<lgc in com
parison with the population we carry, and 
ha YC not considered as we ought to have done 
the provi:'ion of tran1.ways or 1notor trans
port. The hon. member for 1\lurrumba 
pointed out in regard to his district that. if 
cncourage1nent were given in this particular 
direction. there would bo more tramwa.vs 
condructed in his electorate, and they would 
open np for canc-grc,wjng a grea,tcr area of 
land thr•n ic; at prcsPnt und0r crop. If that 
i:;; a fact. it is clear cYidencc that thP Govern
ment could do a great deal worse than give 
immediate attention to the conAruction of 
light tramwa]"S in order to encourage and 
increase the sugar production. At the pre
sent time, the minimum cost of building rail
waYS in fiat countn- amounts to about £9.000 
pc1: mile. A light' tramway in the Carmilla 
district. strong and capable of handling 
he a: y traffic. cost only £3.000 per mile. 

Mr. SWAYXE: Rather less. 

Mr. PETEHSOX: As the hon. member 
says, rather less. If you can construct light 
tranTways \vhich aro capable of opnning up a 
grc:tt area of country for such a small cost 
compared with the cost of railway construc
tion. the GoYcrnmcnt would be doin14 wisely 
in accepting the sugr,·estion contained in this 
111otion. Spcaking for rny O\\ n electorate, if 
tho GoY0rnment can seC' their wav to r~ssi~-t 
co·operativel:v in this direction, there will be 
a larg-er rea 1hro\vn open for cane-growing. 
\Yh:1t is. the nccc:,·;ity for spending· millions 
on opening 118\V country ·when you alre:1dv 
haYe country scrYcd by railways \Yhich are 
non·paying because they have not feeders 
~erYing thorn? It is no us0 continuing year 
after yca.r. building miles of railway, adding 
to !he national debt, and making it impos
sible for those railways to pay. What better 
way could ~·on have of making the existin14 
railwavs pay than b:c· adopting the suggestion 
rontR incd in the rnotion? It- rpaJlv n1eans 
th~1t you arc 14oing to feed the main s'ystem of 
m !I way~. vV e already have on the statute-

[Mr. WCLrren. 

book a very fine rneasurP. for \vhi('h I giYP 
the Secretary for Agriculture credit-the 
Co·operative Agricultural Production Act. If 
the hon. gentleman will bring in an amend
ing Bill this session-I understand from the 
Gon~rnor's Speech that that is proposed-I 
\Yould commend to his attention the neces
sitv for taking into consideration the advisa
bility of extending the co-operative grants 
on the 13s. 4d. in the £1 bas1s, so far as the 
building of light railways is concerned. The 
Govprmnent would find that large areas of 
countrv which are too far awav from the 
main lines would be served; we ·would have 
greater areas placed under cultivation; and 
the. result ultimately would be great~r pros
penty to Queensland. IV e can read m to the 
motion the advocacy of good roads. It is 
impo,,,ible to give effect to the motion, so 
frtl' as it relates to nwtor traffic, unless we 
ha vo good roads. \V e have in existence the 
r>Iain Roads Board, who, I believe, are 
attempting to deal with road problems in 
various parts of the State. That board may 
be capable of doing a great deal of work; 
but. unfortunately, the:v will be hampered 
lH'cansP of the want of funds. I could easily 
do with £5.000.000 for road construction in 
my district. ·when yoll discuss this phase of 
ihe question, you can soc vvhat a tremendous 
:tmount of money is involYed. You could 
not apply the co-operative principle to that 
n·etmn as you could to the building of light 
tramlincs. I rPspcctfully bring before the 
:'\Tinistcr the advisability of amending th& 
Co-operatiYP Agriculture Production Act in 
order to n1ake provision for scttler3 \Yho arc 
]!l'cpar0d to put 1nonoy into theE', concerns 
'n1d thlls bring «bout increased settlement. 
I hope the :\Iinister will not look upon this 
ao time wasted. I beliove that, deep down in 
his heart, ho is jnst as sincere in desiring 
!lw progress of the State as is anyone else, 
and i' just as anxious to do the best he can 
tov ards that end. I am prepared to offer 
c':erJ 0~sistance 1 can in obta.ining support on 
this side for the pac.sago of rtn amending 
Bill of, that nature. 

C'vlr. ?\OTT (Stonlry): I compliment the 
hon. mcrnbPr fnr l\Iirnni on brlng·ing for\Yard 
this nwtion, which. if acted upon, will ccr-
ainly be of <1 y('ry ?:rcnJ, atlvnnt:.<;~c to 

Queensland. Tlw cost of construction of thcsl 
linr; v·ill Yar;· oecording to tho ,,-idth of th<' 
gau~c. ThesE:' lines could bo used, as boring
is. ill conjunction with prospectinp; for coal. 
copp0r, and other n1in2ral:-~ l~arrow-gaugP 
tran11iJ1f-..; \Voulcl cnabl0 lYrodFcC' to b carried 
o..-cr th0n1 at a Ycry ch0ap ratr\ an·d at the• 
~.a1ne tin1e be an incenti\~e to pco:)]P to increa~· 
11roducrion in th0 Yarious .(l!stric~s fairly 
ndjac0nt to 0xisting railY;ays but nnt served 
b:'\'~ l"hcm. The constru.··i 1on c'f 1ip·ht. railway~ 
wiJl assist a gT<'at deal in thP clcv,~lopn1cnt of 
thf' C'OUJltl'"··. rl_lhe hon. ITlC~n1lJ0r for ::\~orn1a.nln· 
mc)ntioncd, that. th:._• cor;;t of a ligh 1- lin; in 
his el0ctorate ,., as £3.000 per mile. I b·licn' 
lh 't that line will be capable of carrying· 
f'ngin<'·j cqua 1 in siz8 to thos0 ns0d 011 the 
Go\ rnm0nt lines of railw:1v. Hut. there ar0 
oth£'r DH1 ans of locomotion 1; •t1 in connection 
.,~ lth th0sc na·rrow 1inf>s. In ~JlTIC' cases on 
2-foot. line;; horses arc nsc·rl: in other cns€·
u··<1 is 1nadc of internal conlhu<;tion engine;;; 
and :':team engines. I know of a line with 
a gaugo 2 feet in South Africa.. .A Ford 
uti1itv car is so arranged on thrsP lin0s 
that ~ tho two front \l;hoc1s are running 
on, the rail, whiht th0 two back "·heels arc 
traddled across the line. and in that wav 

they arc able to take fairly heayy loads a"t 
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a · pcecl of 14 miles an hour for lengthy 
distances at a particularly cheap rate. In thP 
district that I represent mixed farming and 
clair;ving aro carried on at a cost o_f carria?c 
to the farmer of 4s. pc'r ton per nule for the 
cart age of milk. I sn ppose 80 per cent. of the 
light lines in tJuecnsland arP operating in tho 
sng.tr districts, and it is po csible to carry a 
ton of cane over thor,;' lines at a.pprox lr11atcly 
ld. per rnile. There i~; a chance_• of soving, 
sav 3s. lld. per ton per mile on milk, cartecl 
to' 'the NPst!e factory in the district 1\ hich 
I represent. The fart that proclucc could be 
brought {)fi thC' narrow·-gaugP trurnlincs to 
feed the railway lines at certain places at " 
vcrv cheap rate ~.Yon~d e0rtailll:V induce 
farJll('rs situated 10. 12. and 14 miles from 
0xisting railways to pruduc'' a great an1ount 
of stuff for ddivory m·cr iho"' line'. I have 
very n1uch pleasurO in suppoiting the nwtion. 

:vir. CATTERl'llULL (Jiundali .. !!) : I be
lieve that a great deal nf country would be 
opened up if light agricultural !in"· of the 
2-foo~. g·augc '"'ere < n1structcd. I bclie"e 
that .. i( nl~Il0Y \Ya~ granted by Govern-
ment to group::; of farme1s. tht~ '''ou]d 
constn1ct their own 1inPB far npl'r than 
thev an' f'Onstruc:ted nnd...:·l' tlw prP3•~nt s~·stenL 
Th~ ~Voong.~lTa Shin' hnilt thl'. \\yoo<tg<-~yra 
tnuuhne. Ihat ~.-.:a~ constnll·~Pd, ILc·r.uing 
the ('O::.t of re:~nlnplion. at J;2,SOO ]H'L' 111ile. 
It is a 3 feet 6 inr·h gaU!!0 railway, anJ 
1u-d~y the Govcrn~;--:ent rolling-stock j.._, 

pa~sur·.~ ovc1· jt. Snrnc: of the rPsun1ption~ 
co.,t up to £25 aHd ,_f~30 pP!' ll('1'0. The coun
cil nla·dc a good job nf the lirw. Tln· raih· ay 
encriiF'Cr•' and in~pector haY(~ tak IJ UYC'l' thP 
lln~\ and there hn~ 0 1 l1.V bcr·n Jrlaintf'Il<llH ' 
work clt.)llO up to thP ]l1'•'SC'l1t nn~._. I '.;·ould 
like to rcf0r to o·1~ • group of lPt I lYing 
nt: ~Jira, Bundabcrg. The!~ 7 Ol' 8 nules 
r''v\rtV from: ihc raih· a line nrc grovvlng 
cunr:. Tbev haYc to haul ilH" cane, o\·er n., 
pit'('C of ::-;_u)'d.~· \Yallurn ('Ountl'.\ a di tance of 7 
oc 8 1uilcs with b.01Yf> er fon!·tf't n horst in a 
v,Dgon. T.hesP wagoL\ gu 0'\0r thi~ ( 
a:xlcdeep. 111akjng· one· trip n tb y to the 
wa \' '-;·:1.hon. I b(']ieYe J·hat t!I(' cane j cost
in[!: the·-~~ fanners £1 per tou for dcl)very 
fl'Oln t!;-~ frd·rn to rail•.\:ay siding over thi·· 
piE'('f; of rOP,d. r_rhjs l'D(ld btlS bc·_:n g'l'HY·_1lt_d 
b"'· the shire- counciL but. uufonuHatf'l,v, 
grayd will not· sta,nd on top of sand \Vith 
IIcaYy loadiw:. If a livht 2-foot gftnge line 
v·cre put .d_ov.'n on the sund, i1· \\ould reqni1·e 
n<J imtJ,,,r bullusting. r·nd the cane conic! be 
got to the railway ·liue for on -third of Hw 
pre-cnt cost. I bo!ieyc th-' fc.rmers will be 
quit:> \v·il]Jng to gj \'e a f~'lHll'Ullh:e for the 
intcr('St and redemption it t,h(' Got: ernn1ent 
will advance the money to bl!ild that lino. 

I would like t.o rcf0r "to the Gin Gin Central 
lVliJl. La,,~ year, in conjunrtioJI with the 
hon. n1cmb _'f for Durrnn1 ~nd the hon. mcnl
hor for Burnett, I bad llw pleasure> of intro
dnclng a dC'putation to ih<' thrn Tr(':t,surcr. 
Mr. Fihnllv. and this clem1tation asked tho 
GoycrnJn~'r{t. if t.h( v 'YOL;hl r:. .,ijf, thcn1 ln 
Lnildin':!: rt light D~~Ti' '<11tnrnl Enc \YlL'r0by 
ihf':r cculd get their r 'rlf' to th(' Gin Gln 
rnilL IInd the GoYcrn~J( nl= carried out tlwir 
JHOllli~C> and continu('d the G(,o:tdoon-I{c:!l1i·wa 
line, tl1C'i'C \ronld have bPC'n n~'ce-sit:v for 
those men to intenic\< rlw They 
had been ent our aged hv the Go,rrrrnncnt tO 
take un the land. and tho-,' s lc-ctccl it. f •Ucd 
th0 scr\-;_h, and planted car~.c. l,•Jt thr~ (}c.vC'rn
nwnt .did not fuilfil their· prumiscs. This 
dcput:l.tion a~kcd the TrE:>asnrcr to give th0rn 
some relief by granting them a loan 'o that 

1hcy could construct their own tramlines. 
[ went into the question of the acreage the 
fann0rs had under cane and the area thov 
were prepared to plant, and I came to th~' 
conclusiOn that they would h"vc been in a 
position to pay the interest aud redemption 
on the loan without difficulty; but the Trea
surer turn<:>d the proposition down. If we 
want to keep men on tho land, we shall haYe 
to give them some assi,tance and tho best 
assistance 1-\"f: cu1 give th0rn' i~-, to provide 
rnoncy to l1u rld light traw ways to enable therp 
to get their produce to market. If we do 
that. we shall encourage them to stay on 
the land and encourage further de veloprnent. 
Afthough w·p have a Main Ho ads Board '.-hi eh 
is doing good work, in the district I am 
speaking of it is of no use because tho 
roads would be too coA]v to make and would 
cost too much to mairit"in. On the other 
hand, it woul-d be much cheaper to put a light 
tn1n1way down, as ther:~ \Yould be no forn1a
ti~~ to 111ake, and it \\. ould be possible t-:-. 
'httt th(' track at any time. Th,,o remark~ 
apply not OJ~ly to cn:negTU\\ ers but to froi"'
grow").r:,, Dlld I trust t.ho Guvcrnm·2nt 1.viil 
do sornl'thing in this ('OHncct!on to af . .sisc these, 
rncn. 

:Ylr. BRA:"\]) (lltn'I'Uht): l have Yory much 
pleasur~ In ~upportiug the rnotion, and I 
<'ongratulate the hon. 1nember for !v1iranj in 
havins- broug·ht lt forward. I ant sure that 
if the matt<'r is taken up b'i the Government 
it will do rnoro to enconrag'e prirnn.rv p1·oduc~ 
tion than anything e!Gc. rrhrollf',hout 
Qucen:;lo.ncl we have rnany hundreds of miles 
of nwit1 h·unk raih' a vs, but n1o~t cf those 
trnnk railways have n(; f'OllllHUllication ,;:hat
ewer v.ith the hinterland. -You can h(tYe no 
better transport facilitv than small 2-foot 
trar.1l_jn s :in order to e'i1eourago production, 
and If such trarnlines ,~ r .:.·e coustructcd thP, 
\\ ould iudu.cc increased production and a 
groat r trafiic on our ra11v. a vs. \Ye should 
{lo all Wf' po2..Jibly call to gPt ·as n1uch t-raff'rc 
a~ po·siblo for onr raihntn. becau-· the rail
way worl..;:c'r~ tc-duy. in ··r,on.--;cqucnc-~ of the 
mnall aclwunt of traffic on tlv railw::n.~s. have 
had to acc,·pt reclucrd throtwh not 
getting 1.:.1ore than four or cl a'.~' ~'\TC _rk a 
,,r(· . .-:>lc rThu Government only .this ,,.L'ek 
further reduc0.d t ho \\'age· 0f their employees. 
and I do not know how some of them arc 
going to exist in the future. I-Ion. 1nmnbor~ 
on th0 Govnrnrncnt side should be prepared 
to ~ liJrwrt thi.s rnot.ion jP·J as ruuch a.~ hon. 
rucmbcrs on thj:-; side. J)nring the p~st few 
months we have btoard it - ·tid throughout th 
lcng: h and bi·(•adth of Queemlaml the t co
operation is th2 unl~v thing that is goiug to· 
hlVC u~, and this n1otion p:.ti"s thP Dnu~; on 
th0 G·oYC'Tnmrnt of ~.tying \Yht thcr they arc 
;~o1n::·: to support t )~operation or noi. 
Alreadc- it has been !ll"OYecl Hut trfl"'l\vays 
constructed on th0 co-opcratiYP prjnr'ipJ{• 
ha-\c be-ll n ~lH'CC~~-', and t\o Go,.-crn'.!Cnt 
ha,-e Tf'cognised that principle. idmost 
f'n:>ry hon. nwrnbcr who h:-t<;' :::pok<?n Pll f·)is 
side of the Ffousc has insta11ecd d1 .tr1P,t;:; in 
his doctorate which ~,,·on1cl iiTin1ed1ntc1v 
arccpt assistun('C undAr .:;:uc~1 a propn-~ul ~·s 
thic. In my electorate there arc eh 
tricts that \Yonld be gr~atl:- benditNi [ the 
pcoplo living in tho:3c arNHl htH:-1 an oppor
tun}tv of rcccjying a~·:;i taP.cC' frorn the. G-o
v~rnment to conStrnrt trnnnvays. In the 
Pialba district. which is noted for '.W?ar prn
ductlon, and also for fruit-g-rowing, thcro a.ro 
large. areas of Jand a\~ay frorn thf' raihvJ,v 
which could be developed if the ~cttiPrs could 

111r. Brand.] 
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only get assistance to build a tramline 
Rvery n1crnLcr of this llou c rccognl~c::; that 
trannvav.;:; eonstrncted in connection \v-ith the 
ougat·-n1ills in the State have proved a won
derful boon. I do n<Jt think there is one 
sugar-mill in the \vhok of Qut •·nsland that 
c-ould •uc.·ossfully carry on if it were not for 
the trarnwavs constructed ln eonnection \Yith 
the mill. \\'o knmv that a11 \he mills in the 
StatP have rnany miles of tnliliWay, and it is 
nccL~s::-ar~,- for thcn1 to have the~,: trarnwa;y::; 
iu order to get a supply of crtnc. It is n1uZ·h 
cheap0r to construct a trannvny than to con
:--truct a raih, ay, and, in addition. thP trarn
·wa~T will travc'r'",c 1 ho farnrcr's O\Vll land, 
thus erwbling him to place hi produce in th• 
trucks on the farm. \Vt~ kno·\- tl1~1t tho 
Governntent have scpn fit to block hw con1-
plction Df certain railway:-; in thj~.., State. 
B~· doing so they have rPtu~·dl'd land dcye]op
lncnt, aucl tho ronst•quCllC{~ i tl" Lt our rail
'-Vays rtrP not paying. \Ye kno\Y that tlw 
rrantwa V from Palrnwoods to BndPrirn h 
proved 'a great succ·c"s; and lf rhe prinri}J}C' 
has proved a succC'ss in that in,,tancE~. -:urP1y 
it \vill prove succP~sful in other districts. I 
trust th<• Gm·crnmont will be Jm.parcd to 
<H'C('pt thiR motion and rivP tJ:c~ pri1nary 
pr.odurf''l'S CY(~l'Y n·c.~istancc~ in this ccnllec·
tion. \Y'' knm: that tlw Governnwnt to-da.v 
an~ cnr1cavouring to bujld nutin roar~.~. 
}fain roncl· certainly will prov;, a valuable 
adjunct to onr raihYays, but it rnu~t not br 
forgotten tlL1 t, if th0y arc to bP n1acadaDJ
iscd road,, thPy \vill bf' quite a-; coetL, if 
not rnore so. than light trarrnn_:t~·c;;, and, .as 
the trannva\'S can be> con,trndcd throud1 th0 
farms. they' will possibly be of greater. ccaluc 
to the people on the land thnn :tnain road~ 
As the hon. rnf'l11.bC'r for ~Iu~grav<' said, onl)7 

bst ~-ear the Government turned do,vn a 
!'i'Oposal to 8 ~sist a hodv of pr1nLary pro
tlncors to construct a light tramwa:v in tlw 
Gin Gin area. Such a trannvaY \Yould ha,-r> 
~ervcd a large area of land whiCh·,\ oulCI lwv<' 
provided ca1w for the Gin Gin C<'ntral mill. 
It is recognised that in Sout.h Q'lCCnc;land 
~.ve have <l grcat0r a.1nount of 1ni1li11g raprrr1ty 
in rc~arrl to the r•nc produced than tlw:c 

-ye in North Quf'ensland, '\ hf~re thC'rc is a 
led: of milling capacitv. If we c,tn onlc' 

providP son1c mf'·lns wh~ch ,,.in 
[5 p.rn.] enabl0 t11P prjrnnr:: TJrodurPrs to 

borrow rnoncv frmn i·h" Govprn
lllPnt to build co-opc~nltivc tranllillf'~. \Yf~ 
cr;n tlcvelop lnrgo nrr,1.c in Southern QutC'll2-
ian(1 to r>TO\Y suff-icil~nt ('Cl11(' i·o utili,1, the 
rniliin~ cRnncit:v we h~1vc now got. There 
arc hY) mllls-J.,1ount Baup1e and Gin Gin
which tll'(' Cl\\'11C'rl bv the Go....-crnmcnt. over 
£100.000 havinrr bPcn l0nt by thP Govf>rn
rnC'nt. to tho~e ~ mi1lf'. It on1v 11Pcd-;, f=:OmP

ns:sistanco !:'11Ch as could b: obt-1inr-(l under 
rlJe h'rn1s of thi,-; rnotion to open up nr0a; 
\.'hirh ,,.jll rnnkc those- milling proposjtions 
R suC'cp~c;;. nnd cnn h1P thent in a short tinw 
t-n pa~' bflC'k th0 n1onPy lent bv the Go....-ern
r>lPnt. I tru,t that the Gm-ernment will giYe 
thls mot-ion P'.t'r·. ronsid0ration. The hon. 
mcmlwr for }lackny ehould heartily support 
th0 motion. 

Hon, \Y. FoRG.IN S:\TTTH: I lmve no obje~
t-ion to it- gojng through. 

Mr. DRA"'D: I am pl0ased to herrr that 
the hon. gentleman is going to mpport tho 
motion. He knows the value of the tramline 
svstem to sugar-growers. I congratulate the 
hon. member for Mirani on haYing intro
t1nced the motion, and hope that it will be 
carried. 

[ Jfr. Brand. 

Hox, J. G. APPEL (:iliJert): I am sure 
that we should all congratulate the hon. 
HlPinbcr for Niirani for initiating- this motion 
on a matter \Vhich is so vitally important to 
1'11o:-.c who ar0 settled in our country districts. 
IVP realise that.. if the motion is carried
:tnd T have no doubt it will be-it is merely 
a rPrOITin1endation; but, wheri a recom,men
dation is carried and argn1nents of sufficient 
w••ight have been adduced, I have no doubt 
that the _\dministration will take such rccom
rncndaHon into thcit' fa....-onrahle cunsidera
tion. Of course, it is possible at the present 
tin;c for local anthoritie. to obtain loans 
from the Govt'l'llrncnt for the construd.ion of 
trannva>'S and light railways. but this motion 
vo·.·. further and proposes that co-operative 
groups shall be placed in the same position 
'" local authorities, and assisted by loans for 
trannvays or other means of transport if they 
so dc·sirc. It often happens that the residents 
of an a rea are anxious for the construction 
of a tramwav bv which their nroduce can 
be convcvnd 'to the railway an~l thence to 
market; ·but, unfortunatefy, if the local 
authority cloc•s not take the matter up, the 
rcsi.dcnts are unable to obtain the tramway, 
Under this rnotion, a co-operative group will 
be able to undertake this work. It bas been 
pointed out that thP crux of succeseful land 
''rttlemcnt in this Stato lit•s in the provision 
of trampOi·trrtion facilities. Those of us who 
ha H' bad practical experic•nce know that in 
1na1r,- inshlJH'f'~, fertile area, of 1Jnd arc at 
pn ,;•nt l;cinl" idle owing to the f"rt that 
th0-r0 ar0 no means of getting produce to 
markc•t through lack of railway or tramway 
cornmnnication, and even of road comrnuni
cnt.ion. It has been pointed out during the 
tlf'bate thflt tho comrrurtion of a road in 
mam- imtance' is greater tban the cost of 
construction of a tramline or light railway. 
I know that in our coastal clistricts-I refer 
more particularly to the Albert, which I 
l'C'pre<mt-owing to the mountainous nature 
of tlw district the constn1rtion of a road will 
cost 1nor0 than a light trarrlY"·ny or narrow
gauge railwav. In th<> Albert district there 
arc several c1:ceks which run almost at right 
angles to the co1.st, or fron1 ca,,<;:t to \Vest. 
which incre"iC the cac;t. Some of the land 
along- thro;;c creeks is not producing ;,yhat 
should be derived from it in vie,- of the 
fpyt.ilitv of the soil. Take. for im.tance. the 
=\""er riD: Cc~ek. which. :l'ont it:' . .-.·otlr(·p in 
~hf• "\hcnhrr··on Rang-t'. n1ns ;,', d; ,tan--, of 
bdweoD 34 anr1 35 m'ilcc. \VlH•n ~ ou :;>;ot 10 
nlilv from tho raihva.y nnf', whi<'h traverses 
the district para llcl to the er ,t, vou have 
still somdhing like 17 or 18 miles from that 
point to the border of ~ew South \Vales. In 
j hose 17 or 18 miles some of the most fertile 
1and. rnaffniflcPntly waterf'd, and with a 
rainfall "-hich is not surpassed anywhere 
within the southern portion of th0 State. is 
to-day lying' prac6cally neglected, bccau~e 
the cos! of carriac:o of f'Oods and produce IS 

w high as to l:le prohibitive. T:~ke our 
timber <'csonrces. At the heads of the 
val10vs t.hPre is, in n1any inc;;tances, a great 
.,,.·oalth of timbPr, part.icularly hardwood, the> 
pine and ccda r having b0cn nrfYitv vv~ell 
<'xhaustrd. A large (]uantity of hardwood 
timber is valuel•c•s to-day, owing to the fact 
that to carr~· it 1n· \Yc1gon nwr(~ +hr:n 10 
mile;;; from ,r., rail-\vav station cosh more 
than the vahw of the timber. Dut, after all 
is said and done, we are not considering the 
matter of taking the timbN from the ground 
so much as th0 question of what a. speed"' and 
chief transportation system would effPct in 
the settlement of our country areas. It has,. 
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been mentioned in connection with the con
struction of tramways or light lines of rail
way by the local authority or by co-operative 
gToups, that such construction can be effected 
at a much cheaper rate than if constructed 
by the Government, and that likewise the 
lines can be operated at a similar!:;- cheap 
rate. We have evidence of that in the Albert 
Plectoratc, ~':hPre thoro is a tramway which 
conn0cts with a raihvav line at I3eaudesert. 
That tram.way is carried on effectively, and 
,-ithout entailing a loss upon the ratepayers. 
Furthermore, it is rnuch more convenient 
than it would be for a Government railway 
to be run, for the simple reason that tl)ey 
run it like a tram. It stops at every man's 
holding for the purpose of taking up cream 
or other produce. whereas, in our Government 
system of railwoys they mlly stop at state:d 
places for that purpose. In m}- district It 
would be possible. and is possible, to con
struct tramwav lines for leeo than it ',' ould 
cost to constnlct a road w hi eh never would 
afford the same com·enience to the settlers. 
\Vhen w.· take the plain country consisting, 
as was mentioned by the hon. member for 
Mu,,gravc, in som.O instances of sandy 
country, the constrLlction of a road would 
lw very great owing to the cost of metalling. 
Then there is the expense invoh·cd in the 
wear and tear of the vehicles, and the time 
occupied by the individual settler. and gener
ally a greater expense is involved than would 
be the case by the construction of light tram
ways. There is no question that the same 
thing applies with th<> construction of a road 
,-ersus a tramway or light line of railway on 
our volcanic soil. In the same level country 
there is no doubt that a light tramway can 
he constructed more cheaply than it is pos
sible to construct a road. Furthermore, 
we have this fact, that. where such tram
'-''.av is mnstructed bY t!w local a.nthority 
o~· ·a ro-opcrntiv.~ grm1P i'uch ;Js is sngg-c:.;ted. 
the· Jando\Yncrs nP .·er offC'r anv objcctio:1 to 
:.;ueh llnu trrrYPl' ;}ng thoir spl:-ciicu:.; or th2ir 
holdings, bccanso )t rPaHy is for t,hr>ir OY.'G 

ccnYrni(~nrP; wh ·r·--~~ . .,o soon as the Cjov~ rn
m(•ni- 1'0'1· tnwt a line of raihY~tY, rho iT1 ~.n 
on th0 lnnd C']-,inls compen;;:atioJJ for rcsurr~p
ticm of litncl. and that oll adds to the cxp niC 
nr-d ::;del;; to the burdens of i11c• n1a.n 0:1 thr> 
ln11d. 

ThP hnn. m0n1ber for T~lir; ni) b\· p('lTni.::.. 
sic,n of thP Jiouse, add,:d C'Prtain "\Yord.~ \Vhi,_:h 
}JC'i'~nit of the snbsi<;i'3in ': ~w th0 initinting 
oF n1rJtor c<JnveniPncc.;;. \\'"0 rea.lisr- t.!lat in 
t.omc· i:n~tances th.;re would not lw a srJ..ifi('lCnt 
nmor;nt Df t~·affic for a traltn,~a Y, and, if 
cpp· rtnnlties \H'l'f' afiordcd to ·S<1ttlc>s to 

,,._, n10tor tr 1.n:-port-which tnore an1l n1orc 
lwcornjng 0ffectlYP and ec-Jnonlical·--it 

\Jn!cl be a trr~J.t advnnt~1ge to tlH~rrl. ::\o 
dDul-.!- hen. m0mbprs kno\Y that rr1otor tra.n -~ 
port. is bf'C'OlYlir..r~· a {ri'f'at fac1.o1', rnrticu}arly 
ln Cn:Jt Britain. In Enr.dand n10tor r
vie , are actnnlly compc-till ~ succe-,sfull.v 
'· ·i th the raih1 :1~ s. They con,~f':V gocds at '1 
c"br.~nrr l'f'.h• than the r,1.ih\DYS. rtnd more 
frc:p.!t~ntly. [lf courf'C', it is nC.cd!r-ss for n1c 
t·, urge ,;pon members that th0 \\·hole future 
of thf' State dPpt~nds 11pon thP settlPrHent 
of mu countrv land:;.. 1Tnles~ ""e cnn, as a 
Stntf'. ln· th; construction of rnil--wa--s or 
rn;-:cls. have hnch con\~cniencos, Wf' c'annot 
efTr-diYC'!v settle those lands and thus "dd 
t,> thc pmspcritv of the State \\"e lind in 
rr.a,nY lnatance:_; ~ f!Oll1C' of the 1nost fertile 
~n·a'S h1v0 l'ccn settled, and an imrnense 
amrmnt of h hour OXJWnded; bnt the sdtlPr,; 
haYc had to abandon their homes owing to 

tJ10 fact that theta was no communication. 
vV c had a striking example ?f this in co?
nr,ction with that very beautiful plateau m 
t.h•' Albert cle,torate. knmYn as the Beech
mount Pb!C'~n, containing through the whole 
of its area the most beautiful and fertile 
"'rnb lanr1 i!1 the whol•' of the St.ctc, and 
quite equal to the vNy best in the Common
wealth. That hnd ,,-as tak<'n np many 
:cars rrg-o, and the s<>lcctors ,_vho took_ it up 
('Xpcndcd the \vhole of ~hrn: energies }D 
clearing the ecrub and puttmg 1t under fru,It. 
Bnt, ~.ftor baYing done thnt, owing to tlle 
ubsc·nce of rortd construction. althongh thmc 
wa~ a n1arket for tl1cir frnit. o'Ying to the 
f'ost of tra.nsport. in the majorit~v of instan( Gf,, 
th0Y had to abandon !heir selections. To-day 
that partict1lar area i~ corn~ng into p~omin~ 
pr:;ee, and it is rorning into prominence 
because of its snpcricr J1osition. ':!'he preseJ_Jt 
holders of the anas han' pnt thrll' hands I_n 
their pockct6, and. owin'r to the p~tr;otlC 
as-ist 11"9 of th<> ftrm of T_,a.heys Lmntrd. 
v;ho likl'wi.:;c f!rant(•d then1 a ~~1bsid:~·· a road 
"-ac: con.structcd up t1t0 rnount11~ whiCh rnadf' 
it no~sible for th0n1 to hav(' their crearr1 an~ 
prOdnrc cartt:-cl to t}~e raih-.;·J:J~'· To~day th~~ 
pldeau-whirh aftc•r a n~JmlJPr of years 
l1bnnr jn clearing" nnd mnlung- In1provc~ncntf' 
had bcr!1 nrglcded-bv nw n" of t.he roac) 
so constrnctf'cl, and O\Ying to the cncr_g-y and 
(1~-=.i~ tance 0f thP firm TTif'ntlnnf'd, IR now 
h0C'omlng prosperous, and it ..,-,-il~ soon be nr;e 
of th0 1nost prosperqns nrPl~ ID the \YhOtC 

nf tlH' State'. if not in th<' Commnm:e 1lth. 
T1~<1fn arC' object lf'~SOJ~'" ,,·hirh sl1onl? 111d11~c 
a.11 th0 rnPn1hC'rs ~)f t}us IIonsc to g1ve thc:r 
attention and support to a, rcqun<t of thlG 
kind. 

\Y c hnse another instance in cnnnrct1?n 
with tr~mY -'YS ln thP trf!ID"\Ya'; t" Tit1dern11 
l\-Tountain. For lllf'n;,~ y01rs Bl'dcrim :I\lonn
tain orrup1cd a prmn1n~~nt plac'.1 as !1 pro~ 
dur·lng- r£'ntrc, but. O\YJng to th{~ laek ~{ 
cornrnnnlcntion. and <hc.tan('r fr01n the r~1l~ 
,,n~:_ and tlH' consrnuPnt diffiC':~]h.~ of U'CttJ~l~ 
pn~dncc to mnrkr1 t, .it ronld J~or r ... ~n,n nu 
>Jdcc;na!P rctnrn for 1t, proclncts. \\ 1lt1 tlw 
eonRtrn('tion of thf' tramwa tl1at arp·. _h'1_.::.:. 
t;:ll::::C'n the posit~on to ,;}lleh it i~ PntJt!cC. 
rf1hcn Wf' have the f'X2rnp]0 of the tr~nl'\.V8_'.'S 
rn;:ni.ng frmn Nmnhour up to the BlackaJl 
r p!)ge, \Yhich likewise have f'ffedf'd. a great 
rmtnosP. I haYe no hesitation in saying that 
from mv own personal knmdedge both of 
those utilities hrtYe affected the s,ettlement 
and the pn ·'C'nt-clrty condition of the greater 
nortion of thP Blackall Ranc·e. ThPrP we 
haY" adnal obicct-ll's·<JPR of what the pro
y]:.;ion of 111c~ns of comn1uni!'ation ca.n 
af'hiP,'P. \Yith thP knowld<rl' that t_hat I' 

~n. :;:hould wP not ·rlo C'Yf'r"t-thi'lg- thnt 1s pc·~ 
sibk to PxtPnd thP prinl'ipk \hat ha,s 'provc·i 
so cff0ctivc? That is ~~nn~ht to be do~10. no:.: 
bv allD\ving co-op0rntivc grmq1s to ]0111 111 
thr1 work and make it llOS'-.ih1f', 0ven if the 
local authoriticR arc not pn'rared to plcrlg-c 
ihrir t'redit. for the s0lcri'nrs to ohtain +he 
nN'0''''8r\' means of < '1mmunicntion wh0re the 
Ri'Pfl.S ,vithin the p0rtion to he Sf'l'Yet.-1 have' 
~Pffif'icnt. SPC'1Hitv for tlw pnrpqsc. nnd thu...;; 
tn('rf' 0ff0etiYclv '" c;:1 rn~ oPt t,hf' ~rood v, ork~ 
for it i~ a rro.od '"ork which cvcr_v sPtt1c•r 
i-; (wJdfll\~ourinlf. to r 1rrv nnt--nf incrc-,,sing 
lJrndndion nnd thPrPb\; ('nab1Tnrr them to 
gn i11 ~he propr-r rr,ya.rd for thejr labou_rs, 
and likc·yisc add materially to the prospcr;t~
of this Statt'. 

On0 n1ight addncA mnn:v argum0nt'"' in 
fayour of this motinn, but I think ;·uffil'icnt 

lion. J. G. Apw!.! 
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has been said to convince the most sceptical 
that, if by any means it is p()ssiblo to assist 
the farn1cr3 in g~ining more cffectlve and 
mc)re efficient rncans of gc•ttinq thr~ir produce 
t,> market, it will add most m>tlerially to the 
'cttlcmcnt of those areas of iand w,hich orp 
not, and \Yill never othen\ i5e corn<', within 
the sc.ape of a State raihvaY or a main ro~d, 
but •.rhich are nevert!wh'ss ab~olutoly 
fertile, and only require proper cornmnnica
lion to enable tlwm to lw settled. and thus, 
as I ··1id before, maintain a larger rural 
population, and add nHttc•riall:~ to the 
_~·p~ourcPs ll.nd assist the snccess of th0 Stato 
of which we a.re n1embers. 

::\Ir. TAYLOR (W:arlsor): I wish to 
:--npport the n1otion. I think \VC' all rC'nli~P 
1hat transport is the~ ver.v l~f~· nr cl('~JtL of 
priruary produci ion <Jt the- prPRC'nt tlnw
ntore SQ at ihc prc·sPnt time, prol.Jab1y, than 
for quite a 1t~1mbc•r of years. \Y~~ \Ver 

·ti:-:fi0d to go ~don;" under tho old ~ystL- 11 
for qu~tc tt nu1nber of ;.'t'nd·:-.. The olrl 
bullock -ant ancl the old hf;l'2£' tr>cun w,•r:• 
, I1S1·dcn·d qnjt<:' ::;uff!ciPnt tn ( arry g-Jod~ of 

·;Dr1ou:l k~ncls !·o the El'arc ·t. railwr·\· s7ntion; 
but non· \Ve ftnd that, if ,,.,\ arC to hold 
ot.n· po~it:on a~ a primary prodncin~· ar•cl 
tntlnnfar'~nr7ng .countJ·~·. \'.0 ~hall haYP tu 
·>dnpt Hll' lT!()'t !nodern Hwthods nf lrnnsport 
\\-(' {'J!l deYi~t'. \"1;:-hlht we all fed that we 
<J\Y(~ a (;f gratitude to th old ballorl-: 
re J;n tht> olJ ho1 J' te.l.nt--\·.-hich no 
doubt on aln1ost in1]1a:=:-sotb1P roct(1 . .:; And under 

conditions hnYl' fol' IH811V Yf'Bl'S con-
YC'f~~~ largP]y to 1hP !)~·n:~pC'rit of 

t~ll\'PP\li.t•:d, and ir'dPPd i11 ~~ lllliTlbf'l' of 
:nePs CYC'll at lHTscnt eo:1tinne to .coJJtribut,.• 
l o onr prospcrity-nCYf'rtl1elc ~~s thr> time h>~ s 
con1e when have to look nronnd. 'Ve 
find \'\7 C haYC to dcYelop a tr--·illl'ndouslv 
lar,;c area. \Vc haYe hundrNls of thnnsands 
of arres of vcrv fLrtih• eounh·\· on \Yhlch WP 
IVHl!t to ~e>ttlc ·our own lW·oplc; hut, jf \VC' 

are to seHlc thern unrl('r Hll' eo"'1ditioHs that 
p1·ryajl, '\?<;e n1n::,t ~('C th[Jt th:'-v. ha,~t~ the: 
\'('l'V Uc ~t ml an.~ of tnuuport for, their goods 
an(1 for tl1CITI··0h~c·~ to the tlf'fll' st ntarkct, 
~u d. that at. as lo1..v a rat" , \VE' can brjng 
about by the improYcd methods we introduce. 
Tt is g-r1tifying to know ihat we haYe jn 
Queensland a :Main Roads Board which, if 
i~ carries out properly thP fn· t•tinn:o:. oi such 
a board-a< I hop0 and b•·FoY<' it will
\vjll nHJ.tcrjaJlv t ssist in n~ak1rvr our railwav _, 
a n1oro p::.~:,,i;Jg propo~!tion tl1an t11f'Y ar'C. 
I do not kno\v whnt the rr',Tt'nlL of the' 
:'linin Roads Board is, but I think it i' 
co~ting nbout £100.000 in :-;alarie .. alone to 
crtrry on its artivitir ·. \Y" do not m;nd 
that if the 'York is well done. althou<;h. 
\>hcon you add th0 -co:-;t of nH::chjnpry and 
111ateriaL it 1-:ill n1ean a VC'l''{ la!'C:~ s'un1 of 
monrv. Dut, I bclien' it 'will 'b•• forth
coming, and I havC' evpr,- confLClc-'1< ' in the 
geJ~tlPtnon who are {'Ontrolling thr.t irnportant 
actjyit~v. I think i:hnt a ver.v ~rcat ~CrYicf' 
v,nuld be done to the Stain nf OuccwJand if 
o nolicY conld bo e,-oh-prJ for th0 direction 
of~ th0. hnnrd--probahl~v it is b0hu:~ rarTi0-d 
out at the present timl'--b:v which, rts far 

!JOS~ih1C', ronds \Ylll bo con:",trurtec1 at a, 
L'a.rl.v a dnt0 af' possible into arC''1S wl1rre a 
numb~~r of peoplP are alrcndv settl0d. so rF~ 
t·l r;iYe th~.n the best fncilitif'" for n-0tt;ng 
J~hcir '!.111.terial t0 the Ju•arr-si· n:.ilv:. a,~ :::tntlon. 
1I'hcre a!·e in1n1cns~ arcnR to bo served bv 
~·ood r·oads in C'n0f'1'shnd. 'Yi:' h0ar ;t 
,,.()or] deal ohnut the lwrl conditio~ of tlw 
road from Brishane to Ipswich, That, in 

[Hon . .J. G. Appel. 

n~y opinion. can 'vait unhl the prodJ;c;r3 ar0 
~ CJ.'Vf'd. 

HoXOURABLE ::\1E;~1BERS: Hear, hear! 

::\Jr. TAYLOR: I thi-k the acth-ities of 
the board should he mainly directed to 
as'2isting i lH' primary produc0rs. anJ pot 
merclv be concentrat<'d on roads whJCh. 
althol~g-h pl'rhaps a grc•ut Jnan:v· Pf~opJe 111a)· 

nsc thon1, ar,· not of so Innch Yalue to 
tJnPensland as tlH~ hjghways in c:n.I:ttr_v a1·ea~:; 
vd1Pn~ quitP a nurnber of pc•ople 3.1'0 5\~UlPd 
nnd producing. Ilo\Y i:~ !t ~·ltrtt tbr~. i·cnlway 
fJ·om Northg"atf' to Gyn1pH' IS a lJ[l~nng pro
l)O~lt ion'( It pays the samP rute of wages 
;tnd the snn1e rn·~f'{$ for 1nat0riah whj( ~l tlL· 
other ~Pctio:~~ pn.:v·. It pays for tht' stmplt· 
l'('ason that it run· throug-h a clos('h·-sPrtl J 
nr< R, On that '"ction of the 1\onlt CJ:tst 
Rai]y;a I' there 1uo some Y<'l"J difk, llt plrtc<'' 
::o far 'as. road trafiic js concern~d. ,.\.n.v('.,.l(' 

who ha.;; hePn fron1 Pah.,.nvoods to l\Iont:v11lc 
b ('Oa('h or n10torcar 1nust rcco,rnjsl' tlH' 
tC.rl'iflc c!ifficu1ti( _, the p0oplt• nn labour~ng
-:~ndel'. lt jr, a n1ost prcliilc cth ·1~ 1 prodncHlf!.' 
:, ~-re~ t d('al of fruit of all kind"". nnd t'Yi..'l'~V
lm.d>.' lllll .t l'C'Z'OQ,'llisP thf' difii uHi(·~ tJ•f' 
pcoid~'~ ('x:writ•:·ce ~irJ gPtting- .~-beir prodl~\'(' _t') 
tlH' Palnn\ood~ St·ation on account ot th'' 
•nrmnt tlnons and. hil1v nfltnrn of tlw r:,r;_d~ 
r} T; haYP to fl'tt\~('T··~-'- I t.hi~'k the l\fa;n 

Roado Boao·cl houlcl rJ~yotP " 
[5.30 }).llJ.l f'Dll5-i<h'rable amonnt of ih _act_iYi

l·ic-; to area:-; of th;~:- cl('SC'l'ilH:on. 
Tho qn' ··tion of rnot<n· transport }~;.:..~ bc-C>lt 

n'i:-wd thi~ afternoon. If one YF,,)"fR thP 

ornll'J:ll ill'('[lS of ~P.\V Ponth \Ynlc'.:::.. he will 
notic(' the' Pllorl!.1mJ:-< ~irid, -· wl!ielt rnotor 
tran ... pol't j,, mak-in~~ there. I unJPn~L TH! th:• 
an1e hPld:; goc..tl \'dth rt ~~·arcl to :\c:w Zea-

land. ,,diCP.: i11 n1u.ny d;<;,tr1cts n1ntor~ ~n) 
f,Jl(, cssh1llv eon1pe-tiug with 1·aihrays. l)unng 
the- war ;nf..'rJ·~ bn1ins were utilised large-ly 
1o jmpro\·ing thP n1cthoda of tra-l~pDrt of 
!~'Ufl~, tttah::•i·ia}, a.rd mrn. the f'O' ."CqUPllC'P 

being that transport systems to-day show a 
ya t iutprOYC'ntt'nt con1parcd w1th ·what t~cy 
.\·t'rP J.illt' or tt'n yc•ars ago. I do not t~1nk 
q·~, lHtvc• yPt reache 1 pPrfect1on. lf imlH'OVl'-
1ncnts coiltinue to be jntroduc,~d. v;ith good 
~·o:Hls nnd n1r)tor trB.nspnr:, I arn quite "lil'l.' 

thrtt a lot of the clifficuHic's fari 1!: the mrtn 
on tho lo nd at the present time will be: swept 
w·· n v. Take a st'ttlern011t likr thP soldiPr 
H'itlcmrnt at Beerburrum. In 1'110 p};IPnpplo 
FlCa~on YO!l will find fort-· or fifty Sf.'ttlc:r~ 
with dr.avs and carts t<:tch carl'yir}~ un to 
t\Y(~·Jty Ca.0('" of nin0applc,~ to t.he Becr
burru' ''l R.aihvav Station. It strur ::: n1c 
\Yhf•n I \Vn~ tlw~·0 that it \Vas a great 1;yaste 
of tin1e and ('nergy. If th0re 1 ·p~·0 dcrr:nt 
roaJs on t1H• f;cttlen1e.'nt, and dcp6ts w0ro pro
~.-ided t1long tl1c route. Htf' grcnvPr cn1~1f1 
nl~t('f' hl:-:. f'a"-f''-' of pineaprJlP:-> -;n ~ d1•~)b~ w1th 
hi" cnn:..;lgnnH"nt not0 at+~-chcd, . llnd the~~ 
eould lw nickPd U"} bY motol'~~. In~b~ad o~ 
1o~·ing- a ~,Yholc Jay j'l cnrting. thnt r11an 
\.Yonld f.n n ble to look aftrr .hl~ nrrhard. 
Hr' would b0 more than comp0n.' ttcrl for th<' 
:-;rnnll c1ull'gc he 1vould haYP to pn:v for 
hnying tho~{) goods c;r,nyr~~f'd to t110 rnllwa:· 
't otion bv the extra time he won le! he ahl:' 
to de,-ol:~ to his orchnTd or farm. iYc ta!i< 
:1bout th0 co~t. of living. anO qqp .. tion l1o..,,. 
it is to lH' rhC'apPnC'cL It is qull-0 P\~ident 
th:-tt rt r0du -~on in \vagPs is nnt. g0ln~~ to 
briHV that about. It might af ist slirrhtl;~-. 
but we c:.hall hnyn to imnrovc onr ruC'thods of 
produc~ion-not b:v Jc,,'Jenjng· tlH' l1rnfi': to 
thC' ~~TO\V('l' lnJt bv ~ndcaYOl11'iE~ b1 S'~YC tt·,-,0. 
which, on tlH~ farm, represents money. VVe 
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11aL."'t bring the districts to such a systcrn of 
pprfoction arHi production that ther~ will be 
an aJ0quatc return for thP rnan who is 
producin~, crops. During the~ vvlwai· season 
on thn Do,vns vou canuot but Le ~truck bv 
tlw fact that, di·a\Yn un at the raihYav yarcCs 
of a station like Clifto;J, arP fifteen or' t\vontv 
h•ams loaded with· '·'heat, and thL're ar~ 
proba.bly as rnany as ten or tweh·e horses 
1n f'ach tean1. The rnen hayc to wait hours 
heforo they can get. the};· wh< at discharged, 
.n-, there is not ~uffieient neconnnodation to 
t•nablc. thcn1 to get away quickly. Ench 
nlant JS wo1·th, prob:t!JI,,·. £300 to £400, '"". 
1' 1s not earning an:·thing at all for thut 
da~v. By proper organisatjon such things a3 

that could be obyiated. I recog·ni c tl:at, 0:1 

"' ·ount of the condition of thC' 1oacts. those 
n1011 eouL1 not got their loads to tlH' stati011 
without having ten or hn-dve horses drav\~in·:· 
tlu n; lntt, if w~ had good J'oarif', the wori~ 
l'OlJld l>P clone \Yith about six hor>o,·. 'll 
tho, c things add to th(• cost of productio~l, 
HHd 1.·cquirc our attention. Sotttl' people• 

think thPy :<t'O small matters; but 
J sn1all rnattcrr '-rhich reallv count. n _;d. 
if \\O gi,·e ihem proper attention, thoro is 
no donbt thut. when we POlTIC to the big 
problems ;ve shdl be a blo to gi,·e them .all 
thP attcnhon they dE'<'rvc. 

I thirk wo could do von· much more than 
\Vt~ have done in the la_v:ing of tran1wav.s. 
Tlw hon. member for Mm-rumba told ·u·· 
v·hat has been accomplishL 1 on the Xcn·th 
Coa~t. I quite agree v,ith hin1 that, if it 
h ·~rl not been for the trarn·"""'·ay SY:>tcm,-; in 
operation there, wo should HOt have had 
neorly the amount of sC'ttloment that we 
ha \'C. at the present time. \Ye want to i<eep 
m nnnd all the time the fact that the more 
Dlt'n vv:: have earning tnxablc incorncs tho 
better it will bC' for the State and tho 
poop le in it. \V" do not want to ha. Ye 
the paynwnt of taxation confined to a 
thouf;an<:"l or hvo thousand people; "·o want 
to ~eo th~~ the groat, >t pm-ciblo number earn 
suHH'le_nt ntcorne to_ bring- thcn1 within the 
open-.Ltlons of tho rncon1c ta---'"" Uut unless 
\V{~ ~1o ~,ornot_hing such as is sugge~ted in tho 
motion to nnproyo the present means of 
tr<u:.Jport. in the groat majm·it:: of the pro
duerng a1·pas v:c are not going to lessen the 
co,.t of living. 

I ahYays look upon the hon. rnombu for 
:\lirani ns a patriotic Quocnslander, who has 
the welfare. of the State at heart. Ho brings 
fo_n,'a rd qurto a number of n1otions. I believe 
wnb the ;·cry best of mo~ivos, and he goE>s to 
l]Uite a wt of trouble 1!1 order to procure 
ulforrnatwn to place before lB. I think ho 
is lo be eommonrlod for the troublf, he takes 
in thrrt pnrtif'ular ,-liroction. I think it 
:--houl·d be the ..ain1 of <'VC'ry IllC'lllber in t.his 
{ :h<_lmhcr to a<e;;.;-;ist n:otions of this ri1araf'tcr, 
wh:eh have for then· immediate object tlw 
i.lP,- 'l,;pnlcnt of pri1nary production and th~ 
8:,-.;i,~t lllCC of the prllna1')· prodl!('l'l'S of thP 
~t ttt'. 

Mr. DE."'CO'i (Cwnin!flwm): \Vc haYc 
lwa nl fl'om the sugal' rnen of the suf'ces·
wbir·h has attended this svstom of tran- !1ort 
in thP sugar arc•as. rrhc Provi8ions of these 
faeilitie.c should bo just as important a part 
of onr agTicultura.l policv as thP prirnarv 
produccl·:{ organisabon sCh('illC. The mo·-·t 
important factor in l-n·ingino· land Ltndcr 
cultiYation i<l the man with tb~ plough; and 
hf' cann·)t work on land ·which is above a 
1't•rtrr-in di3tarwc frorn a railwav. In Brisbane 
\H' ~ee tha~ zhc tra1nway·) ~xtend a long 

wav from the railwav linos. In many ciis
triCh, owing to tho h~'gh cost of construction, 
it is impo• <ible to build railways. If the 
Gover.nrHcnt arc su< 20-;sful in reducing wages, 
that will not lower the ro t of railway eon
struction Yery rrnteh. \\'hero raihva~- s can 
be built it .i, better to build them. There 
are rnany districts whrre that is not posjible 
and whore Y\'O n1ust haYc sorne SYstcn1 to 
replace the present Pxtraordinari(v heavy 
c:-·ot of road traffic. There is nothing so 
enctly as buulage by teams. I do not know 
whether an)· hon. member; have had expori· 
f'nce of hauling long· distances over the bad 
roads that exist in n1ost count1·v di~tnct':'. 
A farm('r can oniy take his hay daring dry 
weather. Po--·.iblv be i' not ahlc to take 
his produce to n;arkc•t becaus · of tho bad 
state. of the roads. U e lose' a r<Jnsidcrahlc 
tinJc-, and OYl'ry dn.y that he loses during 
Ct'rtain sca~on~ of the ; car is worth a 1ot of 
1norw:: to h-im, not ~to ntcntion the lo~.; 
through bcinr~ co1npellcd to wait for a favour
ablt~ opportunit.:· to Yi:"it thn rr1arkct. If an:v~ 
action is taken such as is sugg·c,~tfxl in the 
motion, it will not onlv be of benefit to the 
farmPr, but to the whole State. 'Vo can 
only make our railwa:,~ pay by dc\·eloping 
greatc'r areas of land alonr-s-ido thcn1, and 
it is in1pc' -.,iL1e to gP.t n1cn to settle be;·ond 
a c::-rtaln distance frorr1 a raihYax. The 
l~ad<>r of the 2\' ational parh mentior10d that 
an <•xt,,n .. ion of tho acti,·iti< . of the :\lain 
Roads Board would be a grc •t bendit. Tho 
cost of building 1nain roads t:'>zceeds the cost 
of constrnction of a tramlinc. and it i:'; not 
half as dticiPnt. A main road is no· J being 
< onstructed in the All ora Shire, and, fron1 
the late-.. t firrm·os I haYe. the cost will be 
£2,000 per mile. That road is bein.g con· 
strnctPd in the most favourablv situated 
po~ition in the shil'e. There are tremendous 
areas on the Darling Downs in which it 
"-oulrl be impo'; ible to build a road at a 
cost of even £3,000 a mile. A tramway could 
bo constructed at half the cost, and .it would 
be- more efficient. The lack of tra.1nways 
n1cans con~idl'rablc inconvcnir.nc2 to H'ttlt,rs. 
not only in hauling their heavy goods, but 
in manv other ways. The Govern1ncnt earl~ 
nf!t exp"cct people to s<'itle on the land while 
the- inconYCDil'lJCCS exist. rrhe \VhoJG of the 
money collect•'d in land tax outside of the 
turn1 areas F.hould be deYoted to the con
strncticn of roads or tramways. On looking 
Dt the land tax figures to-da~·. I fonnd that 
the biggest portion of it is collected frorn rural 
areas, but no benefits m·o provided for ttwse 
ilT'lS in rt?tun1. The to,vn areas do recp::.ve 
sonlC' benefit. I think loau rnoncv ~hould bo 
obtained for the construction of roads and 
trannYays. If the Govf~rnmcnt are not !n·e~ 
par(•d fo carry out this construction, ~h_e7 
should at lcaf't advance rnoncy to sh1re 
councils or a11ow thcn1 to borrow monov to 
enable 'them to build tram"ays instca-ci of 
'onds. If tho oamo amount of attention .a'- is 
dt~\-o~rcl to g·etting shire counc-ih to tnke up 
the rr~ ajn ronds question \V ere devoted to 
en{'ourug-lnJ the councils to build tramline'', 
the people would be b"tb'l' serYed. I know 
of EOITW arpa'" whcro, j_f n1onev wa,s a{h-anccd 
on lo11g, rer.c;onablc terms 'ro co-operative 
companies, these companir' would bP able to 
build rai]wav':i and trannvavs, and that \Yould 
not only bo a great as'i.istal1cc to the farmers, 
but to the district' concernP·d. A lnrge 
au1ount o£ thn cost of haulag·o to the raih; .cv 
i,, camcd hy trambiprnent. Goods that arc 
transhipped from trucks to trucks would 
not cost ncady so much as they do now 

JJ r. Dcacon.l 
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under the present S)dtetn of transhipping at 
the railwa vs. If action was taken as is 
dc,,iro,d by· this motion, people would take 
up land, and the comtruction of tramways 
would offer greater facilities in bringing that 
produce to market, and that would have 
the effect of bringing more land under 
cultivation. It would do more than the 
irnposition of any tax, or tho pa~'3ing of any 
Act of Parliament. ever yet accomplished. 
This rnotion df'S''rn_ ',, the ~11ost 0arnest con
sirl('ration of cYery hon. utelnber. 

:\Ir. ED\\'.ATIDS (T!Inan(Jo): The hon. 
lllf'tnbcr for :\Iirani de<:<,pryc~ the congratu
lations of this Ilonse for bringing forward 
" motion of this kind in the interests of the 
P~'ople w·ho liYc many rnilPs fron1 a raihYay, 
and I want to put in a word for the soldier 
scttlPr.~ as ell as for other se-ttlers. In mv 
distrid there is one soldier ·ettlcmcnt front 
30 to 40 milu from a raihvay. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~lr;-.;Es: Coolabunia was 
settled when the nearest railway was 60 miles 
a\Vay. 

Mr. ED\VATIDS: I am quite av, arc that 
Coolalmnio, was settled to some extent when 
the nean~--t railway \Vas 60 n1iles U\Yay; but. 
if we are going to com.inue that kind of 
scttlenx~nt, \VC are not. going to advance Yery 

quickly in land settlement in Queensland. If 
we -could proYide co~HJnunication, even by a 
light tramway, to those soldier settll'rs who 
at present are far di::itant from a railway, 
we would be assisting to keep them on the 
land. If th<>y do not get communication of 
some mrt, it will be impossible for many 
of those on small areas to remain on the 
land. Quite recently the soldier settlers on 
Burrando·wan haYe been considering the quc-;
tion of growing cotton. and the:v fmcl it 
will cost them £6 per ton to d,,livcr that 
cotton to the nearc~t raihntv stat.ion. The 
Govermnent should take th;s matter verv 
··f'rion~ly to heart and SC'P whcth·'l' it is llOut 

only JlO"·iblc to make k.ms available to 
nssist tho. e settlers \vho at'L lH'lp~llg to pa·"' 
the land and inconw tax of this State. but 
abo to suhsi-dist• in a big \Y:.ty an:_v effort 
they 111.1.y n1ake through co~OJL~ration to pro
vid'· transpol't by n1otor lorries or lig-ht 
trnnnnt v::;, I ha ye in Ll 1nind onP of tbP 
finc'lt e'x-unplc-; of co-orC·ration in a srna1l 
·vn1~· that. l1as CVC'l' occutTcd i11 QuPcnslanrl. 
The unfortu11ate ~ettlPrs -wl1o v;,-,, re seith'-d 
rnan:v yf>,,_rs ngo in tlu' Spf'Cd\\ell district 
suc"CC<1cd in obtainit~g a n1otor lon·y to carry 
th-::ir crearu to rnarkct. As a n ah, U1cy 
arc able to gc~t their crcsn1 to the factory a 
gl'\ 1.t dcnl chc n.pcr than \\a" possible h~· 
,\·agons and horses. Jion. rr1c nbcrs ran 
u_ncl~·l·slaud what a trc-nlCIHlous effort and 
fi_naneial st.rain it -,vas for tho.;:;c n1en to nro
vidc a rnntor lorry: nnd. if the Govt'rnu~cnt 
< ,111 bo inducer1 to~ ~ubsidl,e a11 cff'or+ such as 

thHt, th~y will be doing « big thing foe the 
outback settlers. At the pn>,,•nt time' the 
soldier SPttlers arc 1PnYing tlwir farms onP 
hy one on account of the- great di;.;tanc('s 
the:· have to cart thei1· produce. 

Th -re is nnothcr 1nattt'l' that (lr~~Pr\·cs th0 
scrjous consideration of this lJouse.· and tlu1t 
i~ the qtH_·-.tioa of quick tran;-;port fur perish
able articles such a~ crcaru. During the 
heavy rains \VC rcccntlv had in n1v district 
a crC::un \Yagon on onC'" occasion ,, cls bogged 
for over a week in a black 'oil patch. and 
thr crt>arn had to be poured out. That is 
only one in::t anr'c of nu.tny where the unfortu-
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natc scttlcl's in t.ho backblocks have had to 
suf!"Pr loss. I know of ono case where a. 
fanner i8 producing crcarn 35 n1ilcs frorn a 
raihvay, and that C'rf'arrl is picked up in t.h(' 
morning and landed in the factory on the 
evening of tho next day. Under snch oon
clitions the dairyman is not placed on the 
same footing as tho dairymen alongside a 
raih,~ay or alongside a factory. In n1any 
instances his cream i~ s·rcond-class "\Vhen it 
reache::.\. the factories, and in son1e cast:;; even 
1 hird-class, and nndPr those circums+ances it 
j ... , quit(~ impossible for hirn to pa:T tiw taxe·, 
imposed on him. lf wo had lignt line' 
running· into th se outside districts to act 
n ·3 feeders to our present railwa:,"s, they woul"l 
pay better than they do at the prc>scnt t~mc. 
In many instances the nroduccr, ha Ye dendell 
dcfinitclv that it is il-llpossiblc for them to 
grovv p1:odnre in bulk because of t.he gr~~at 
cost in getting it T,o a m~nket. A depntati.Oll 
fr0111 Proston "\Yh1eh W::t!h•d on tho Premier 
in connection with thP Proston raihva,\· told 
him rldinit.dv that tlie settlers in that dis
trict had gi·own many tons of potato<:s, 
but that thcv had to allow them to rot m 
the gTound because the cost of carting them 
to the railwav station Y-. as too great. If 
thP Goycrnrnellt de:-i J'e to do sotnothin~ to 
as<ist the 111an on t.he land and to as::~ist. thosP 
who arc con1ing her:: to f'C:ttlP and help us 
to pay the huge taxation imposed on the 
people on the land, then they should accept 
the motion put fonvard by the hon. mcm~Ol" 
for ::.\:Iirani; and sm.ncthing of a Ycry d.efin1te 
natnre must be clone, and clone quickly. 

Question (Jir. Su·ayne's motion) put and 
passPd. 

REDISTRIRCTION OF SEATS. 
P!lOPOSED A~IEXD,!EXT OF ELECTORAL 

DrsTRICTS ~\eT. 

~Ir. VO\YLES (JJalby): I do,iro to mov~
thc 1notion ~tanding in the IHtn1e of the halL 
member for Drayton. 

The SPE.'I.KETI : OrclPr : It is not com
petent for the hon. 1ne1nber to do so. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: I >vmld like you. Mr. 
Spl'akcr, t.o look inio the Shnding Orders 
alld see •rhethcr it is eon1pct0nt or not com-· 
pptf•nt. for an hon. P1Cnlbcr to rnovc thP 
n1otion in the u.b2> 'DC(' of the- hon. nlPmbt:T 
for Dra vton. 

The PRE}llER : It disappears off the bnsincc.s
paper. 

:\Ir. ·voWLES: The motion dea.b with tlw 
Electoral Districts Aci. It is a yery importani 
one. and onP whirh should receive eyer_"-
eonf'idPration. 

... -1t 7 p.m., thf' [-{oust, in acrorrlence 1ritlt 
,C,'cssionul Orrl( ,·, procr~rrlrrl 1cith UorctlltJI''rtt 

businr ·;·"· 

TRADE C\'IOXS (l'lWPERTY) BILL. 

SECOND 1\BlllXG. 

ThP ATTORNEY-GEXEHAL (lion .. L 
Mullan. Flinrlrr.<): In moving the second 
rc:cdino· of thi' Bill it is hardly ncce"ary f01· 
llL' to gin_~ very n1urh additional inforrnatjon 
to thHt which was sulnnittcd to t)w Home 0"11 

the initcal stage of the Bill. lt is merely 'L 
slllall n1easure. conceding to trade union:-: 
priYilege::; which .'n: have a1r~a(~y con~er~·cd 
upon fl·jcnd1y sorH:'ties and bullchng soc1et1es, 
8nd. as a 1nattc-r of fact. on joint stock com
pauics~that is, the right to rf'gjstcr property 
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in the Titles Office under the offici>tl style sentence of imprisonment for iifc and for no 
of the union instead uf in tlw names of the le.' period. 
trustees for tlw time bPing. That is quit.e The> Biil trctverscs the Criminal Code, and 
fair. vVc have concNlcd it to fricndlv so- anwnd, those• sections rr>fcrring to capital 
c:iPtics, building societies. and joint ~stock punishn1ent, and rPpcal:s those sections vvholly 
companies, and it is equally fair that we dp\·oted to capital punishment. The Bill 
should concede it to trade unions. The fact makes prcn-ision for deleting from the Jury 
that >''e do not cone do it now inYolyos the "\et, the Insanity Act, and the Justices Act 
unions in a good dca] of trouble ar::.d exp0nsP, ail refcrencP3 to capital puni.::;hrnent. which 
every time a trustee dies or a trustl•e goes lo wili become quite ob.solf'tl' i£ this Bill becomes 
another State, in connection \· ith th0 tran::;fp1• ]aw. Tht._-.. Bill n1akcs cmlsC>qucntial arnond-
of th · name. As a matter of fad. I know of mcnts as a l'C'Sult of clau't' 2 of the Bill. The 
onp case in eonn0ction with the Australi,Jn offPll<'Ps 110"\Y punishable b:v death are treason, 
\Ynrkers' -Union 'Yhcrc the transfpr of a s~nall .,,-ilful luurdcr, n1urdPr. piracy or attempte~ 
propPrty ont at IlughPlH1Pn involved thl' piracy acC'ornpanied b~. as~ault or danger to 
loss. of nl ,trl.y l!alf thP. propC'rty thrDugh life•. Philaf1thropist" and philosophers in 
having to go 1-0 ='\Pvv South VVal0s to fincl thC' e\ery age nayc dcnic'cl the right of any 
tru.•t· c and get birn to sign the ncccssat·~.· cnrthly j)O\YCr to take the life of an indj-
docunlPnt.s. The 1ncasurc i.s ;·0 n1anifc.,tl;~ Yidual. The.y,T argue that the destruction of 
fair that. it is not nC>ces~m·v for me to labou~r hmnan life is a v-iolntion of natural law 
it .. as eYery reasonably di;posc•cl man will. I I". is .1bo contcndc•d that tho penalty of deatl~ 
tlunk, accept thP jn~he:P of it. r ~halJ. l~ lc"S pfficacious in dPtcrring crirne than the 
thPr~,for(, conh'nt 1nyse1f by fornudly continund in11~risonnwnt of a culprit con-
movmg- de '1mecl to pnson and kept. there until he 

"That the Bill be no,,- read a second has J'Ppain'd the injury done to societe 
time." :\ir. 310RGAX: That is vC'ry que,tionable. 

:\Ir. VOWLES (Drtlby): I haw no objection Tlw .\ TTORl\EY-CE"'ER_\L: I will sub-
to the' second reading· of the Bill, as I ex- mit .sul!icit•nt arg·ument to justif' that st.Jte-
plaincd at the initiat.ory ~tage. It is purely ment. 
a rnattcr ?f ronforn1ing to the peactice in 
the Heal Property Office in connection with :\Ir. :!VIORGA~: I don't think you can. 
friendly soc:i,·tics and building societies-that The .\TTOR:'\EY-GENERAL: Laws must 
"· instead of haYing the Jlames of the alwavs be made and n.aintaincd with due 
h·uBtees on tho title there -will onlv be tho regard to public opinion. because vvhen a 
official name of the trustePs of the 'union on la\Y is no longer respected b~~ publi'c op-inion, 
the title. tha_t law endangers rather than protects 

Question put and pas.', 'cl. socwty. 

CmunTTEE. 

the Chair.) 
Clauf'-:>S 1 and 2 put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

Mr .. J. ,J 0:\ES: 'l'hen you ought to repeal 
the "Rqnnliation Act." 

?llr. C'oR.<ER: You ong-ht to repeal the 
r!cctoral laws. (Laughter.) 

The ,\TTOR:\"EY-GENERAL: Owing to 
The Cu.UmiAN re-ported ihc Hill 

amendrnent. 
without advanf't· -1 d vilisation, a.nd the spread of 

nJOl'P hun1an0 y}eY\·s, n1ost co11ntries have 
come to look upon tllP infliction of the death 
penalty as a barbal'ons method of dealingThe rP·olution was agTPt'J to. 

'rho third reading of tht• flill was made 
Order of the Day for Tue .. ;cJay next. 

an ·with rrirnc. 

CRniiXAL CODE A:\JE:\D:\IEXT RILL. 
Sr:cm;D RE.\DIKG. 

The ATTOR?\EY-UJ~:'\ER U. (lion. .J. 
:\[ullan, Flinrlrrs): I am glad to ha,-c the 
opportumty and th· · priYilcp;p of introducing 
this Biil for the abolition of capit>d pnnish
!ll•·~nt. 

GoVER~)IEXT :\IniBEHS: Hear. hear! 

. Thf' ATTORNEY-GK\JEHAL: The plac
lng of th1s rneaf'nl'e upon the "tutut-~~book 
will n']ll'P"'nt anothN great reform for the 
Labour GoYPl'llDH'nt, ancl \\'ill gin' e!fcct to 
another pinnk of th.· Labour platform. 

:\1r. FLETCHER: \ qm';tionable rdorm. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:\"ERAL: The ,,-hole 
purport of th1,~ B-ill i~ cr.Ystal11scd in dausc 
2. "hi eh reads-

" The ~cntonce of puuishr!!enr L:v death 
shall no longpr be pronou:w ·d or 
rccordPd. aud the nuilishnH·nt. of death 
shall no longl'r be i'uflietod." 

Tho Bill subPtitutcs for the cloath P· nalty 
impri;onmPnt for lifo without mitigation by 
any court. That nlf'.an~ that, where <1 rrin1e 
is i:ww punishnblc by cl ea th, the judge; if the 
prisoner is found guilty, will record the 

Mr. KmG: .\.ml yet lynching still take•< 
place in America. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And, .as 
a result of that. when juri0s are confrontPtl 
with tho alternatives of .finding a man guilty 
of (jn {)fi('lJCP for \Yhirh hP ma,· bP hanged 
M of acquitting him, tlwy freqtwntly acquit 
him. 

1\lr. :c'.foHGAX: No. 

The ATTORXEY-GE:\TERc\L: Expcri<'nc" 
has proYecl it. Ou th<' otlwr }uwd, if a jury 
ktJew that a man could not suffer the death 
penaH,,-. if j hey kn<'w that he would probably 
1w f'cnh lLC'Pd to inn)ri:;;onnlcnt for life, thc7 
would probably find him guilty. 

:Yir. :\IoRGA~: ~\ne! the Governor in Coun
cil could rch- asc hint. 

The; .-\ TTOR:\TEY-GEXEH"\L: T shall 
r onH' to that point la.tc·r on The point now 
js that jurir , to-eh,~· di:~I-ikP hanging- m:-n, 
nud §:Uilt,v nwn thf'J'('forc• ~o fr0t' .. Dl1 ri1lg 
the pr'rind between 1850 ancl 1879, 1l1 Eng-
luncl. of the rnr 1 t\l'l'.c·igner1 for {'.lpital 
offc~nc·:=-,, onlv 33 ncr cc~Jt. wr·rP conYicted, 
whereas of ~ll th:-' nwn tried for non-capital 
ofrPnco' 76 JlCl' cent. conYicterl, which 
goes to P.bO\\. that 1-}v~ a rr hi\'0 t~ OllO 

that a man iJ·jpcJ for murder will bP acqm~torl. 
~.YhrrcDs t1w.v aro three to ono that a rnan 

IIo11. J. Jlllllan.] 
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tried for a non-capital offence will be con
,·ictod. And bad as those figures arc for 
Great Brit"in, thev arc in!inituly worse for 
Arnerica, because iigurcs reveal the astound
ing fact t,hat the odds arc eighty to one that 
a 1nan ·who commits a n1urcler in America. 
-i, ill never be convicted. 

iHr. JHonGAN: He will get lynched. 

The ATTOR::-.TEY-GE.:\ERAL: Ll 1910, in 
An1erica, ther ~ were 8,975 n1unlerc:;, aud only 
104 men ;;·ere brought to j ustico; and 
. A.xnerica is one of tho countries that stand 
for capital punishment. Tho aver ·ion to 
capital punishment is greater now than it 
\\US then. \Ye nw·- therefore_ ask ou,·sclves 
ihe que.,tion, ·• \,-h}ch is tlw greater D'lenaco 
to soci';'ty-the diE3ch~tl'gu of 1nurdcrers vd1on1 
juries ,;ill not find guilty if the_,- lwliovo 
they \\-ill suilor the death pc·nttlty, or a 
change in ou1· rncthocl .of vunish~nt nt to 
impriwmrwnt for life'!" l think that the 
altcrnath-c of the: systL n of irnpri~onmeHt 
for life will be much better in th intere,\s 
of societv, because. by adopt-ing it, \Yt· shall 
l.ninitnlf"" the ri8k Cl{ crlrninals being 
acquitted and bt:-'C'Omiug a tc.:_Tlblc n1Pnarc 
to society. 

Mr. VowLES: Vi'hy not abolish the jury 
svsten1 '? 
"l\Ir. EDWAHDS: Are you sure of that 'I 

The ATTORYEY-GE="ERAL: I am as 
sure as figures can rnakc us sure. The whole 
hi9tory o-f criminology goes to show that 
harsh punishment does not stamp out crrme .. 
We ha•·e only to read some of the h1stor~· of 
England to understand tlrat. Over a century 
ago there \vero, in England, 250 offences 
punishable with death penalty-a felony
. -!rich ,,-as anything from highway robbery to 
the theft of a piece of bread-mvolved the 
dt ath 11enalty to 1nan.. wornan, or child. 
In the reign of Henry VIII., 72,000 men w~re 
sent to the gallows. vVe read that, durmg 
the time of Elir.abcth, women woro burned 
alive and nron were boiled alive in seething 
!'cad or boilin,Q' ,, ater. A writer of this 
p0riod, named Harrison, says-

" Heretics and -,vitches were buried 
alive; c:nd in cases \vhcrc \vilful n1an
slauglrter is perpetrated, beside's hang
ing, the offe;rcler hath his right hand 
commonh- etncken off before or near the 
place wh~re the act was clone. aftN which 
he is led forth to the place of execution 
and there put to death according to 
law." 

For treason, men ;vere hanged, dra\vn, and 
quartered. Earl.- 1n the last century a boy 
nine years old \Yas sentenced to be hanged 
because he broke a brown-paper window
pane and stole 2~d. worth of sweets. During 
the reigns of the first three Georges--

Mr. ]).I ORGAN: What has that to do with it? 

The A'I'TOR:\'EY-GENERAL: If the hon. 
gentleman has not the intelligence to sec the 
connection behvecn that and m;;· speech, I 
cannot hope to supply him with it. During 
the reigns of the first three Georges, stealing 
40s. from a dwelling or 5s. from a shop, 
robbing a rabbit warren, or cutting down a 
tree--all im·olvecl the penalty of death; and. 
as lat,, "'' 1816, thPre wer· fiftv men at on' 
time waiting to be sent to th~ gallows. 

:rvrr. FLETCHER: Is that the best argument 
you have? 

The ATTORNEY-GE:-i'ERAL: In 1810 a 
Bill passed the House of Commons repealing 
the Act which made shop-lifting to the 

[Hon. J. Mullan. 

amount of 5s. a capital offence. The Bill was 
thrown out by the House of Lords, just as 
our Bill for the abolition of capital punish
ment was thrown out by the Legislative 
Council a few years ago. When the discus
sion on this Bill took place in the House of 
Lords, Lord EllPnborough-who was at Gne 
time Chief J ustice-rnade the followi-ng 
remarkable spoeeh, showing the trend of 
public opinion at that time, and showing also 
!row public opinion on this question has 
changed . 

1\Ir. l\LORGAX: vVe do not hang people for 
stealing. 

The ATTOR"'EY-GENERAL: But they 
did: and they thought it was just as neces
"'" ry then to hang people for stealing as you 
th1nk it IlE'CCssrrry DO\Y to hang them _for 
murder. However, Lord Ell •nborough made 
thi.:; ren1nrkable ,pccch-

" 1\Ly Lords, if we; suffor this Bill to 
p•:tss vve shall not kno\Y "\vhcrc \Ve stand." 

:Mr. FLETC'HI:R: Hear, hear! 

The ATTORC'JEY-GE"'ERAL: The hon. 
gcnt.lcn1an doL-; not kuow \Vhcro he stands. 
His Lordship continued-

" vYe shall not knm. whether we arc 
on our heads or our feet. My Lords, 
1 think this, above all others, is a law 
on which so much of the security of man
kind depends in its cxPcution that I 
should acem myself neglectful of my duty 
to the public if I failed to let the law 
take its course." 

liPr<' \\a> a Bill involving the abolition of 
capibl punishment £or c>hoplifting up to '' 
value of 5s., and the Lord Chancellor of 
England took that rcrnflrkable stand: and 
it is ca.sv to understand the Tori0s on the 
other side of the House tak'ng a similar 
St.·nd when we propose tz, abolish c,,pital 
pu1li:Jhment for n1urder. 

Mr. )fORGAX : Whv waste the time of the 
C'unuuittce with sncll '· tripe"? 

The Nl'TOHNEY-GEC'\ERAL: I would 
re ''l1ind the hon. gentleman tbat 'Ye arc not 
in Cmnrnittcc. '11hen. a~ now, {'apital vunish-
rr:rnt looked upon as a deterrent of 
C'rin1e, experience has praYed otherwise. 
Here is the proof of it. In the fifteenth and 
:-;i xt0enth ('l'nturics, \V hen mer \V ere being 
hanged by the thousand for trifling offences, 
rrimc w:ts rr1orc common than it is to-day. 
If the argunrc'1t that this draotic puni,hment 
i;; a det,errent to crin1e were sound, novv that 
it has been removed crimo should be more 
prcv~lent; bm, simultaneously with the 
runoval of those har':h la\~.,., crirne has 
Jccrcascd. The abolition of (;apita.l punish
rncnt for 2-+6 offonces, instead of increasing 
cri me, !ras diminished it, and I believe that, 
\Yhen capital punishment is cntirelv abol
lshc·d, it wjll fnrtl1er dcf'rcase crirnc.~ \"rhat 
does it mean to ha.ng n, man as a deterrent? 
lt means that ~vou are not onl~v hanging hin1 
for his own offence, but bcc.rusc of prospec
tiYP offcnc \, h.,,~ other ll1Cl1. That is rho 
logic. That is u brought homo to us n1ore 
fullv whrn \Ye road \Vharton',; " Philosophy 
of Crin1inal Law," wherein ho n1akes refer~ 
enf'p to cornrnents by J ndgc' Bu rnot. .Judge 
Burnut, in t:lt'ntencing a man to bl hanged 
L1r horse stcrr]ing, ask0d the prisoner \Vhat 
h,, had to s'w whv sent<'nre should not he 
pronounced nPon him according to law. rrhe 
rmsonor 6aid that ho thought it was pretty 
hrnd to be hung- for stealing a horse. and 
tlw judge replied, ''Man. thou a.rt not being 
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'har,h·t"~l for ::-tef~ lingo a hoJ'~P. bu..t that horses 
rna)· not be stolen.'' That is what hon. 
memb~rs say to-day "·hen they say that 
htlnging a n1a11 is a deterre-nt of crirr1c. 

Mr. FLETCHER: ·would that be in the 
elen'nth cc~ntury '? 

The ATTOR:L\EY-GENERAL: The hon. 
gentleman is as ignorant of history as he is 
o: r·urrent polities. or he l'i -ndd k'ncny when 
it <h '"UlTPd. \Yhcn a crirnjnal corr1rr1its a 
mnrdPr he rLevPr thinks of being caught. 
It ne\'N enters into his scheme of thing·s 
aud. then~f(ll'P., hanging cannot he a deterrent 
for l!iu1. VVhc•n a n1an c•on1~nits murdPr as a 
res"dt of drink or passion. ho is not thinkin:" 
of han~.::;inp:, £Uld, therefurc, it cannot be ~. 
-dctenellt for him. I h;p;c h< i'(' an C'ditorial 
\Vrittcn by a pri:-:;onel' for thP '· Sinrr Sino· 
·Tin~e~."'. ~.:vho i~ now n!ldergoing th0 f.(~ntcnc~~ 
of unpn:::~onrnc•nt fGr lif('. This artielf' ~rh;; 
GHt the Yic\vpoint of a rnnn "·ho hr''5 lJc>l'tJ 
through the mill. TilE' a rticlc states-

'· The writer cxpcrh to be in thi J 

]wison 1 hronghout the rert""linder of his 
life. Dm·ing the period of hie' confinc
!lll nt }Jr:rc• he• ha ta1l{(·d y jth 1nore than 

hundred murderers. All rtre und :t'
pun),.;;hn\Pnt. ~rinnv of th0n1 \"\·-::re 

~cl for long- !H'Yiod., in the cm::
., i ·mnPd cells. some of them for 
;;nd v,·erc :.avr,J fro:-L th(~ C'lectric 
only a fe··· hours b"fon• the time s< t 
for thejr \:XC'(lltion, the govPrnot ha,·ing 
'>n1n1uted tht>i1· sc-ntcnc(~S to life in1-
priso:nrr!cnt. Tho vic-..,vs of all thc'-'.e n1.· n. 
and they arc exptc~sl-:cl with imprcst:.iv~ 
~i11cer.ity, nHl,Y cn.rr'· :-<Jrnc fwn·;hts to 
tlte rni~x1"' of tho.s(~ T.r·ho arc f1ghtin;;r 
Jgain:-t the• rn_ovemcnt thc=tt is now--bcin2· 
l'nrlc to a.bol!·,h the death prnalh. 

" SornG of thesn mrn rlai1n to br inno
(-r'.i' .. , con,~ict.ecl hv pcri·~rcd tc,.Jtimo,n·. 
Hut. cyn~ tlwse ·who frnrikl:y a.ckno\vledg·c 
thPll' g-u1lt, 6ay that no tnong-ht of tlw 
JlPIHtJtr f-)VC'r entered their rnind~ at. thn 
tlnl'' the crime \Vas crnnmitt0cl. ThP\' 
all k· rw that the law pr,,rribcd tlll;t 
rnurd rors ~hall be clcctl'ncuted, b11t in 
the frn.n1e of n1ind tht"{ wr>re in at th 
tim.e of thr cmntnission ·of tb0 crime, no 
thought came to thnm of the pcwd'v 
, hE'y n1ust pP~:"· Son:~ were c1·azPd 1vith 
drink, LHtny blind \Yith pa·'Esion or 
jcalons rage, few eonceious of what the·: 
were doing. Had the electric chair be•r• 
lnforo theii' eves it '' ould not hav • 
';.ay· d tho imp~llse to kill." 

r"'"nder tho~e eircurnstanc(':;:, ho\Y can ;•-e SaY 

t!Jat ~~lectrocution or han~1ng- can b,:; a drtPi·
n•nt to crime? J .. s a Jnattf'l~ of fact, it ls on 
n··cord that a pnblic ha~1gman in England, 
who had hnngetl hundreds of mPn, ,.,"l him
.-.c~H n!Tr> ,tnd ancl found gllilt,,- of the outra'Yl' 
nnd n1urdcT of a woman, a~1d Yvas subsc
qnr-ntly hanged. ~\t th0 rnorncnt w1H'n he \vas 
arrr t· d for t.h~: rrin1e he ''Tas C'arrvin~ out 
·hi~ official duties of hangman, and wits On his 
\Yay from London to the gal1ows at Tvburn 
yvltl1 a gang of rriminak~. Thjs show~ that 
there is nothing in the argnn1cnt that hnn -,._ 
ing is a dPicrrcnt to rrin1r. The change 
that l1as come ov0r publir opininn on thi3 
rJ!.tf'.""tion of the ponalti0.;; that sho1dd be 1m~ 
llO' (·<:! for vari0u~ off,llCPs has hPcn trnh~ 
r~'rr•nrkable. Take Eng1n.nd. Since th.c 
·period f hn Y8 been 1.'0fPrrin~ to, \Vh ~11 
"nglnnd hnd 2o0 eJ!fenc0s for whic.h the rknth 

n;dt"' ''·""' inflicted, thinrrs hav0 changed. 
lq23 ~nrdnnd \'a.ssed n._lnw exempting lOO 

1 ror:1 c·arn tal puntshn1cnt, and other 

f'Xelnptions soon follo\v0d in quick succession, 
till we find that in 1832 han6ng for forget-y 
was also abolished; and in 1861 we find this 
rornarkablP change trlOk place-that capitd 
punishment had been abolished except for 
fonr offences-for setting fire to the docks 
and arsenals, pira.cy. treason, and rnurder. 
That is a rcm~~rkablf' r 1wngo in a short time 
for conservative England. 1n Ihly capital 
pFr1ishrnent has been nbolishecl Ciltirclv since 
1889. and the death penalt:" had not been 
c arrir•d out for a long time preYious to 1889. 

1\fr. M0RGA:\': ·what aro thev doing in 
R.u:ssia? " 

The A TTORNEY-GEXERAL: I am tell
jng the hon. l?llmber -..,vhat they are doing in 
Queensland. In !talc for the ten years r,re
ocding thp abolition of ~a pitul punishment, 
thcrP P,'ero ro,cordc-d 16.7 rnurdcrs only for 
enry 100,000 of the population, while for 
the ten ye~as snecccding the abolition of 
l'Ilpital punishrncnt, there wc.·rc 11.2 mnrders 
for ev\ry 10

1
0,000 '?f the population. showinL{ 

Hwt t.~a.t c,a,·s of cnme h"d decreased m 
Ita!··· by 32 per cont. At the International 
Pr' '"' ' ConferellCP, held in C'hicngo in 1910, 
- ftL•r Tt1l:v harl had trrenty-orw .<.cars' oxp0r'i~ 

of llbolition of capital punishment. !he 
rc'pl'E ..... ntat:ive there st.' ked his rcpu

l'!t the ~tntcrnont that thr result of 
thC' a.bolition of ~apit~l puni~hment in Italv 
h. 'l lFcn imm.·ncc!v sali.,bctorv. Take th~ 
hi--:or: qf other co{u1tri0s. Thc'1·: h, qnitr' a. 

of conntt'ics that have: nbolished capital 
Saxony aboli~h(•cl c,tpiral 

Jllllli hn10nt in 1868. D,]ginm ha' not carried 
ou: tlw penalty of CJpita.! pnnishnH~nt sineo 
1F''8. although t.he law ie still in cxietcncc. 
The ::'\dhcrlands aboliHhed capibl punish
TrlPn~ in 1870; :\orv,cay ir 1876: s~yyi±;t;erland 
hac aholi .. J,cd capita( puni hrnent in seven
L:C'n out of h, cntv-one f'e,ntor;s: RoumaHia 
aboli hcd capital pounishrncnt in 1864; P01·tu
:;al jn 1867; and S\ved0u rocentl:v pasdcd a 
ht\Y nboEshing capital pnnishm0!).t. \Vhat i~ 
1hc hi.;tory of om· ow;, State 1 In Quer w.Iand 
tllf.l'C has been no d0ath penaltv carried out 
fo,· the lcet """en ~·cars-·thc em:en yertrs that 
tlH' L~J bour party has lJN~n jn po"\Yer. r\nd 
will nn, bod~, s1y that crime has-increased jn 
Quc~nsland because of that? 

J\Ir. FI,ETCHLU: It shows that there is no 
rea~rm for thiB Bill. 

The ATTORNl<;Y-GEKER I.L: It shows 
that ther0 is no rea>on for this statute to be 
in existence, and that it ought to bo repealed. 

l\,{J~. \lov.rLES: How many murderers were 
ronvictcd during that tim0? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERJ,L: I am sure 
t'.P hon. mcmlwr will not qw'.'tion my state
ment that crime has decreased. 

l\Ir. 'lovvLES: It is ngninst your policy to 
carry out the death penalty. 

The .'I.TTORKEY-GEi\'ERAL: I will 
prove by fignr's that this Dill i_: jw;tifi0d. 
Whnt I intr,nd doing has been jnstilicd by 
ro:o:ults. Tak~ "I{nibh3's" statistic~ for 
0u0<'llslanrl. v0lnmcs 12 and 13. \Y'hat do 
tb0y reveal? Take the Magistrates Court5-

or what c used tfl call the' 
[7.30 p.m.] Police Comts in Quetmsland. 

The conviction~ for s0rjous crimes 
per 10.000 of the population in 1915 were 23.9 
per cent. For 1919, the laet vonr for "hich 
'' I(nibbs's" shttiftics arc available. the con~ 
yictions -..,yrre 21.4 per rent. ; rc-pl~i';;;enting for 
~.;·rious offenc0s in the JVIagl~trates Courts a 
n'cluetion of 10 per cent. Let us turn to the 

Hon. J. l'rfullan.] 
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superior courts, and sec ·what they reveal. 
In 1915, there werQ 5.1 per cont. serious 
offences tried in the superior conrts for ever~~~ 
10.000 of the population : and in 1919 only 
3.6 per cent., representing a reduction of 
30 per cent. in serious crime in Quecnoland. 
That shows that the practical abolition of 
capital punishment by the Labour party i1as 
no~, 1ncreased, but has decreased crin1e, and, 
tJ1orPforc, the doa.th pcnaltv has ccasccl to 
br~ uf an:, use \vha.tcver, anA should, as we 
propo,·c, bo repealed. 

Mr. KERR: That rcduc+ion has happu1cd 
all over Australia. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: I am deal
ing with Queensland, \Vhich is particularly 
concerned in this rnutt"r. A RDval Commis~ 
sion was appointed in Qt1ccn Yictoria's time to 
investigate this question of capital 11uniPh~ 
ment, and a very important paper \Yas sub
mit-ted to the British Parliament in 1268. 
This paper giYes son1c\ very interesting details. 
One of the matters dealt with was the ques
tion of whether jurit'S showed a reluctance 
to convict in capital ca'c~. That is very 
rmportant. Sorn9 of the witncSSf', gaYe ycry 
dcfmito evidence on this point. I will quote 
a few of them. The summarv of the evidence 
of the Hon. Georgc Denm~n on the point 
was~ 

"Capital punishment loads to the 
acquittal of rnany men who 'vonld other
\visc n1o~t certainlv bo convict:.:d. J urios 
arc indisposed to Convict in capitaJ ca::<e'3. 
J e~rics wish to rid th<'m' elves of the 
rcspon'-'ibility of flnding a man guilty of 
a capital offence." 

Then, again, Lord Osbornc made this 
st>Ltemont-

" There can be no doubt that juries 
always do try and avoid bringing in aver
dict of murder from reluctance to bring 
the prisoner to the gallows. Thcv feel the 
irr 'vocable nature of the sentence and 
arc naturally iudisposcd to be even 
indirectly a party to it." 

ThLn Lord Hobart gives tlH ~e reasons for 
the nbolition of capital punishment-

" (1) Sacredness of life; 

" (2) De::tth alone of all punishments 
irrov-ocabl' and irreparable. This qualrty 
combined with tho fallibilit~' of lc;sal tri
bunals wa-> an evil of the very greatest 
in1portance." 

This Commission which sat in England rc.:om
tncndcd the abolition of (',-~pitnl punishrncnt 
in a nun1bcr of cases. and thev also recom
mendud 1.h•_· aholitioit of that outrage on 
lnunanit:'\~~puhlic hanglng~vd1ich ','as subse
qu~~ntly abolished in England. An l1nportant 
point i~.;; thi"~Hw.t out of tho;;:,e tv\-·clvo rncn 
pick~ d from all Engl antl to go into this 
quest ion Gs far back as before 1868, four of 
I hon, < vcn ~hen, addetl this remarkable rider 
lo th findings of the l~oyal Comnlissjon-

" The undersigned mcn1hcrs of your 
l\Jajest.y's Con11ni-"'ion are of opinjon that 
capital puni;3hll1f'nt rnight safely, and 
with advantag(~ to tho c,;tnnntnit,:,T, lJe at 
once aLol ishcd." , 

ThoP·' men were Stcphen Lushington .• John 
Bright., Charle, Xeate. and \Villi am Ewart. 
The objection which Lord Hobart raised to 
the death penalt:>' on the ground of its being 
irrevocable and irreparable is as sound to-day 
as E'Yer it \i\:.as: and, when wf' ('On~ick1' that 
our ler,·al hibunals are lia blc to err--and we 
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know thcv have erred-\Ye know that innocent 
men have~ been hanged-we should not hesitate 
to do the right thing and preclude the possi
hilitv of a repetition of that horror. If an 
inno.ccnt man is nang,·d, as Lord Hobart 
statps, the act is irrevocable and the loss is 
irrdriev-able. \Ve can never undo the 
injurv done. I3ut. if, on the other hand, a 
uutn ~is lJnprisonLd for life. there is ahl. ays et 
pc,dibilitv. if <'\~f~r he can by any n10a.ns 
r·csurrect~ so1nc cvidenrf' "·hich will f'"tahlish 
his innocl'ncl~, nf 1ibf'rating- hin1, and, to sorne 
extent, rcnairing the injury inflicted upon 
hirn. But' \VhPn the pnni:,lnnCnt of hanging· 
or CXC'C .d-;·JD i~ carried out. thoro ) .. t 110 po:-;
siblc hop. of anything uf the kind. I bc!icvP 
that the old -;ayin(2: i~ a.s true to-day as e-:er 
it was-that it i;;; far bPtter that ninety-nine 
guilty men shonld '"' 'lP<' than that 0110 inno
cent, n1an should snff 1'. 

A GOYER~DlEXT ::\I[E,rBER: Hear. hear! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 'Io show 
the real danger that an innocent rnan rnay 
suffer, I will read a cablegram thnt "·as 
actually published in a local paper some 
tirne ago~ 

" F.\THER HANGED. 

'' SON COXFESSES MURDI:R. 

" (Router) Toronto, Saturday. 
" r'\rncll Love, a prosp<.;rous } oung 

farn1er of C, vlon, Ontario, 'vho bccan1o 
conYertcd at ;n C'Yttngcl istic servic..=), now 
confecscs that he mnrdeYed his mother 
seYCJ? years ago, though his fat.hc~· ,;vas 
convicted and hanged for the crrme. 

Mr. KING: It was not his mother-in-law. 
(Laughter.) 

The ATTOH""EY-GENERAL-
" The police arc nonplussed as to ·what 

ac:,ion is adv-isable. The father made a 
confession of the crime on the scaffold 
apparently for t,he pL!rpose of shielding 
the boy for ever afterwards." 

There YOU see the danger of hang,ing a 
man on~ circUhl·~tantial evidoncc. In rnurder 
trials a person is nf:arl:: alwa~~·s convict_t:>;d 
-if he is convictcd~upon c]rcurnstantJal 
e-vidence. Tbi"·, of ncc-=-ssity, must be so, 
because we know that the 1nurderer invari
ablv tri<''· to cover up hif; tracks, and it is 
aln:iost impocsible to find him guilty by 
direct nH~thods. But. ju::.t a:;; we r:"cognrso 
that. f:tct, we must nbo rccogni~o i.hrLt, so 
long as IY(' rely upon circumstantial cv~
dencc~and cn:-rv man ,~·ho hrt-5 any t xpcn
encc of life at ail must know it-it is always 
pcssib1c, no n1att r ho ,. :::,trong tho. circun1-
stantial evidence rnav be, for 'an rnnoccnt 
1nan to bP convicted On that cYidcnct:. The 
Hoval Cotllmissioll appointed by Quccl! 
\~i(~torja brought Gut this rernarkablo casf'. 
His recorded in H.o,nili.,·'s work on the de -th 
penalty, aud \\aS stated -by Sir Fitr:coy Kclly, 
in his evidLncc before tho Cornnusnon--

" T\YO men (I will call them A and B, 
for iiH~ name1 arC' not givC'n by Sir Fitzroy 
Kcllv) were drinking with cth: rs in a 
publ;c-houFc at night.. A quarrd aroFc 
hct\Yren t-horn. A. after haYrng thrown 
a nint pot. at R's !wad, ran out of tho 
hot!SC, pursued by B, who w"s heard to 

c•ar that he \\'Oodrl he the d <eth of A. 
A r '11 a considerable diotance paot sheds 
;:,nd buildings tovvnrds a rcrta.ln spot, 
and B was ,con bv several persons at 
different points bct.,\·cen the public-hous{· 
and that spot. By one witness, who was 
in a shed very near that spot, but who 
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.could not sec \Vhat \vas going on there, 
blovvs vvcre hoard, and cries and struggles; 
shortly afterwards an appeal for mercy 
and other bloV\ ., and loud words were 
1H~ard. .A rninutc after thi:;: 1 B vvas seen 
runuiucr a wa v in great agitation frorn 
1hat J~ot at \.hich, a few minutecs later, 
~\ \Yas found stabbed in three places and 
qui to dead; and when B was sei;· •d ho 
was found with his hands and the front 
of hi-' clothes covered with blood. D pro
!T·,ted his innocence ancl told his story
ju:-,t the kind of story \Yhieh a g·ullty rnan, 
ha vina heard such a case agaiust hirn 
as u,;~t of which I have givm the par
tic J.lar;:i would be likcl r "Lo inYL'nt as a 
Ja,.t ch~nce of Cticape~-,:,hich, rt'~ting on 
hi;; nn~U1)[JOrted assurance·, could do 
I i ttlo ur nothing to weaken the force of 
~uch ovorwhchuing proofs of hi,. guilt. 
Fort.unatl'lv for B fuld for the causo of 
lmth am] ·juctiee auother man, who lay 
und r seate;Jco of cleath for a highwa,Y 
robbery with violence, conunittod in an 
adjoinmg county, eonh·ssed to the 
mm·der of A just in timl' to save B's life 
am\ to prove the 1l'uth of the highly 
improlnblo story which B had told in 
hi:s o:,n ·def.succ." 

Th- re you have definite proof of the danger 
~)£ eonvic:ting ,a nrall ou the "tronge~t circurn
tantial evidence. It i~ scarcely believable 

that but u few n1onths ago, at ~lackay, thre"::
tlll'Jl were charged \\ 1th nnudcr, found 
guilty, and scntenee.d to 0ca th. One of r ~ho 
1J1e:1 appcalcJ aga1nst lns sentt~nce. lhe 
l'ourt uf Appeal gmntecl a new trial. 
This man had been found guilty simply 
t•ocause ho had been wrongly coupled witl1 
tbc other two rneu, and the Crovvn Prose
cutor, on going into the case and reading 
the evidence ou Yrhich the nuu1 \Yas found 
guilty, found it to be so weak that at the 
JJCXt sittings oi the court h~.._· entered a nullc 
jJl'U.'J~ (flli. That bhow:;:: the daug{'l' c~f allow
Jng circun1stantial eyidcnce to dccuJc ·uch 
('a::-c::~. \Ye should not haV'l' on the statute
book a law which i, not onpJ•orted by public 
opl11ion. Public opinion dot'~:> not ;_,~ppu.rt 
hanging to-day. 1\o 11 t ;-; n c:.an sta :.1 d iol' 1 t. 
E he c .. id, then \ve ou0,ht to treat our hanr:-
Jnan Yiith the gn.ntcst respect and diguit~"· 
\\'hat is the position of till' hangman? It Is 
the· rr1ost degraded positi0n ln ~ocicty to-.d~y. 
You could not get a IUOl'D degraded lJO::lihOll 

rban that of public hangman. I will do hon. 
nw1ulvr~ the justirc of saying that there Is 

lKJt a rnan in this How·.~ \Yho wonlJ Le found 
(J<.,soria~cd ~Yith .the public hangrnan. I will 
go further, and say that the murdel'cr to-day 
1::-; no 1norc despised than the hangman. 

:'vir. FLETCHER: Ko ono has a right to com
mit nnudcr. 

The ATTORI\EY-GEXETL\L: If the ho11. 
'~crttlerrran li~_t'', to asso~.._-]ate hi1n~ ·lf with the 
hangman, that is hi funeral. 

j.lr. FLETCHEH: Yo:.1 ns.::;ociuJe \Vith n1ur
den_'l'S. 

Tlw ATTOR:-.JEY-GENEHAL: That i; 
Your fnnPro], if you are goin~· tn be fri:•n<~ly 
~vith the hangnu111. l th1uk the hou. gentle
man ls the only n1n11 1n this llou:"!C' ·who has 
a go~:cl \\·ord tO say for the public hangman. 

l\1r. VowLES: This is suppc-.;cd to be a 
Ci(']'lOU·. Bill. 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GENERAL: Here is 
'he anomaly. Althongh we despise the hang-

man, the rnan :vho conunits judicial rnurder 
as a hangmau 1s no more culpable than the 
jury that finds _a man guilty, the judge 
who sentences h1m to death, or the public 
that stands for this law. It is time we 
Je1Ja1 cerl from the illogical position we take 
up 1n thL'::l connection. I know there are 
hard-hearted men in this Hou e who will 
,tand for the old doctrine of an ev2 for an 
e:·c, a tooth for a tooth, and a life fur a life. 
But I want to remind hon. members that 
that is not ~'hristiunity. \Ve are supposed 
to bo ~tanchng for Christianib7 iu this 
Christian country, and not for the ob •.Jietc 
doctnnc~ of an ('ye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth, ancl a lifo for a life. 

2\Jr. KEHR: 'l'hat is in the Bibie. 

The ATTORXEY-GE.:\J:EHAL: It is m the 
Uld T,·,_tamcnt; but we do not rtancl for it 
to-<la,'. any rate, I do not stand for it. 
1lan:1;ing- proYod to be a failur('; it is 
ne1oly ·a urviYal of the primitiye instinct 
~ol' rcvu1ge, aud ~t is tin1e that capital pun~ 
1shmcrrt was abohshed. \Ye should be more 
humane, and adopt a more humane method. 
,\ more humane rnethocl •vould be to inflict 
tlw. penalty of imprisollmcnt for life. I 
b('lFYC that, as a result of n1orc lnunano la.,v.-
in connection \Vith thi:" 1natter and n1orc 
hnmane methods goncrally, ancl 'more liberal 
PclucatJon. togcth('r \vith an in1provemcnt in 
our f3ocial conditions. wo will do 1nore to 
mitigate and eiiminate horrible crimes tha'n 
we cnn do by any other n1c-ans. I have 
thereforE' much plea,uro in n1oving-

,, r_rhot the Bill bo now rcaJ a second 
tin:r•." 

GoVEHN}JENT 2\IE}IBERS: Roar, he-ar ! 

:'vir. KrxG: .Ylake it retro-,pectivc. 

Thlr. VqWLES (JJalby) : This is not the 
first occHs]{)n that we have debated this sub
i-cct, ''"hich to ~orne extent i~1 an academic 
iwe-that is, tho proposed abolitioll of 
capital puni hm nt. If we refer to the 
" Jhmsarrl" fM 1916-l?, '·' <' shall find the 
.J batu that tcJok place when the 13ill to 
abolish c Jlhal puni~hPlcnt was introduced 
nnd po '"d through this Chamber. If I 
n :n"n1h{~.:: ri 6 htly. th{~ Bill ,,-as ar110l1g- the 
" slnughtPJ'" 1 innocents" in tho 1:ppcr House 
at th'' elo>c of the session. Thl' object of 
in1pc':ing pcnaltiC'"- is to deter .a pCr~:iOn frorn 
doin~: \Yrong, and tlw magnitude of the 
pcnaltv i~ mc~tL- in accorclanr! with the> 
nature~ of the cl·inl". 'The punishmc,nt is 
nwclc to fit the crime. :vio't of the argu
rr!cnh sub-:.11ittC'd lr.~ the Att,orneY-General 
this eyening will al)pl_v equally as 'well to a 
n1inor cr-i~EC as theY do to a serious one. or 
to -::. capital crin1f', 'bcc:tnsf', if a n1an can be 
ron\"ictcd 011 eirc1..1ffi tantial evidence of 
1111..Hd0r, that man ran be jufit as ea~jl,\' ron
yjctC'd on cirruntstanhAl evidence for pettv 
!an cny. The only thillg is that, if the death 
scntPnrc has b<>en put into effPct, it is irre
Yocablf' anr1 irretrievable. There is one 
thing that th Attorney-Gen0ral in h1s 
nrrz;ntncnt. Ilo did not lnfor1~1 thj~ •c:nb]y 
th~t there j~ such a thir:g a:"! the prcrogu.tivr• 
of nwYcv-~that it is the rig-ht of tlw Crown 
to 1ntc r~·0ne. In eYcr:v {'tl>J(") whPrc a nu1n is 
sentPnr0rl 1o il.Path, thP Gnv0rnor in Connf'il 
jn Quren::;lc:nd-that js, the hon. !)'entlenwn 
, ittinv on tho front bench on the other side
ha,·c et he la,t '• ay as to whdher the oont-;nc.e 
shu 11 t e carried out or not. 

Tht' PRE:\IIEH: \Ve have al·ways exercised 
our prerogatin'. 

Jlr. Vowle.s.l 
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Mr. VOWLES: You have exercised it 
because it is part of the platform of the 
Labour party. 

The PREMIER: It is a humane and s?nsible 
prerogative. 

:\1r. VO\VLES: 'l'h>tt is all vcrv well. \Yf• 
have to deal with the 1£ w as we· find it. If 
a mnn is found guilty of wilful murder, and 
the hon. gentlemen wilfully allow that man 
to escape punishment for that crime. just 
because it is one of the principles of the 
Labour plfttform. then he is not carrying 
out his o»th of office. 

The PRE~fiER: :\'ot c·scapc punishment, but 
c,cape the death penalty. 

Mr. VOWLES: I admit that there arc 
doubtful convictions at tinH'''· l know they 
lwvc occurred. and th>et is why we allow the 
E.x.ecutivc to ·sift thC' C'.~idm q~ and exercise 
their prurogative. But the law i~ ab:,,olutely 
clear. I ren1cn1bcr on one o· '--as1on 1n Bris
bane a man got hold of a JOUllg girl, vi?lateJ 
and lnun1crP'.:l het·, and sub:-<'qucnt1y h1d h0r 
bodv. He was arrested and charged with 
the· crime and he admitteJ that be did it. 
I :-av that that n1n.n is a r·anc0r on sociPt.y, 
n.nll 't~lcrf• is onlv 0nc thin~':" to do with hin1. 
unJ that is to get him out of the road. 

OPPORITI0:-1 C\1E)JBERS: Hear, hear: 

:\1r. VOWLES: In a rase like th;ct C"pital 
punislnneut is a detern·nt. 

:Yir. RYA:-1: You have no right to take 
life. 

~.lr. VOIVLES: Such a man f\s I have 
describcJ should be made an example for 
the p ople in f~Oneral. Such an example IS 

a cor:rcr.:tive and a dc1 crrent 
The Pnw:n R: It c tllnot be corrective if 

the death pE'na1t.y is c,trried out. 
~Ir. VOIYLES: It is a deterrent to others. 

It is a v; arning that. i~ people wil~ insist on 
takinJT the lives of theu· fellow b· mgs, then 
the., 

8

havc to suffer the penalty of dcmth. 
An~thct' thing the hon. gentleman might have 
tolcl us of is what tcok phlce when the 
Crirnin.1J Code y, as gojng through th1s 
ChambN in 1389-1 am quoting now froni 
rny O\Y!l 2pccch o~-1 this subject in a previot~s 
' ion. He mi,;ht }nve tolcl ''' of tlw ath

tudc the·1 taken un b~~ 111any of the stahsart.~ 
o~ the Labonr pD:rt::~ hat ~"c.U rnir·ht ('a1l 
th0 genui11e, con,,f'icmtiou.s 1111 n _of. the old 
party; the mrn \vho stool! fo_r pl'lHCiplc.; the 
rncn "'1_,_-ho sa1-d they ·were acting up •·,J Ideals 
ancl v·crc not opportuni~ts as are their 
~ H-CC'( ·· >iOfS to-day. 

The PRE:\TIER: 'l1herc ·was onlv one Labour 
man here in 1829. c 

:\1r. VOIYLES: Well, the date may have 
bcr'n 1809-I am not ouro of it. 

The AT1'0RKEY··GEXEHAL: It was 1899. 
i\lr. VCJ'WLES: At anv rate, this is what 

n ppmtrs in '' I-Ian~arcl. '' ~::\1r. Lc~.ina brought 
forward ,en amendment, to n;hich I referred 
,y)wn this Bill was last before us. "·hen I 
quoted the following extract from " Han
sa.rd'' :-·-· 

"l\.rr. L:t:::.;rxA rnOY0d the on1i -~ion oF 
the word ' de<tth,' in );ne 35. He had 
on the second reading fully explained 
his rcg_ -~ons for n1oving this am0ndrnent. 

"The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL ~;oulcl- 110t 

accept the amendment. C\o doubt there 
wns a tend0ncy on the part of civilised 
men of fi11e notions to inflict the d01th 
penalty only in cxtl'cme ca~cs; but the 
Government had gone as far as it could 
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Hl thC' direction of reducing the number 
of cases in which the dPath penalty was 
imposed to thrc•e. The case of treason 
·was one but it ,;~;as vt'ry :-:cldo1n jnflef'd 
that a n'1an was exccutf'd fur that crirne. 
At thG same timp it was a very salutary 
JHO"·ision to rPtain, bec<:.ll:-iE' the man "''-ho 
instigated trf::ason ,,. as guilty, not only 
of the major acts which constitutPd crime 
and struck at Oll(' indiYidual. but struck 
at the stabilitv of thr~ life of the nation 
of which he formed a part." 

And then the Attornev-Genoral went on to 
dolt! with the other crimes for which the· 
death penalty could be inflic'·0.;], TlH1 amond
nlcJ:t 1. as put '" ithout u11y tkbat0, and negrr
i ived on the voices. rrlw 11<Jlll0'' of t·he men1-
1J('·l'S of the Labour part.·,; who \YCH' n1.crnbers 
of the House ltt that tinw W''rf'~~ I,Ir. Bow
man. Mr. Brownc·, Mr. Da\\,on. 111-. Dibky, 
:\~1·. Dunsford. ~lr. ]TJ:-:ltC'l', 7\1t·, Fit.zg0rald, 
'iir. C~ivens, Mr. vY. Hamilton, 'lifr. Hard
~tcrc. Mr. Hig·gs, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Kerr. Mr. 
Kidston. Mr. Lesina-the only member of 
the party who then opposed capital punish~ 
rnent-J\Ir. Maxwcll, ]Hr. C. l\IcDonald .. Mr. 
F. ]\JcDonn;lll, Mr. l\1. Rcid. J\h. Ryla.nd, 
:\Ir. C . .J. Stcwort. and Mr. Tnrlcv. That is 
one of tlw matters of which the hon. ~entle
mnn might have told ihi~ Tfonsc. Tlvrc was 
an nppo<·tunik then to abolish tiw dc;cth 
penalty. but the Hou·c carried tho Criminal 
Code with the extreme penalty in it, and it 
has r1:.maincd on the statute-book ever since. 

Th" I'RE}IJER: The Hou,c has rtlready car
ried a "Bill against 1ts o\vn I1I'Pvious decision. 

:\fr. VOv\'LES: Mr. Fihellv. when he was 
dealing- with thP rnnttcr in this Chan1bcr in 
1916. grouped what he icn11ld the :;b·ong 
a rgurnents which rnight be~ adYtUlh.:d against 
the n~tcn6on of capitc1l puni -hn1cnt under 
"·'n'ral heads. First of all. he ··aid. it. could 
tt\ .:-;upported on religion:-, trronuJ~~-it did not 
g·ivc tirnc for rcpent .. lncP. I think that i:; far
fptchr·Ll. Another rc\n ~on 'vas b. '0d on 
nH•cli( .:1 gronnc1."l, nnd t1-Jt'rP rrHt-.- bo rnnre in 
ihnl" than in the orh0r·~thllt is, the prisoner 
mirL:}:t ]wye a -crimirwl t(·ndcncv-1lt~ rnight 
h::;Y! .a m(~ntal kink. :~"~r. I~'"'ihcll,· 'vc•nt 
further. and Rtl])portcll his prop:)~al on 
utilitarian ;'rounds-that tho death penalty 
ww; no dr:~crrcnt,~and tben on legal grounds. 
---thnt the conYiction 1night. br~ f\lh'""'tion0d 
frc~n an ('Yidf'rce poiut of ·dev.···-and <11 ,o on 
thc g-round t·ha1. n,s <J rnk. it d~';)C' t·l~~d on 
eii'Cum-·t:l,nt."al eYidcnc". J1f' fnr11H'1· J.r.fcndcd 
hi· 11r0110 ,;,: l on moral g-1·onnds---be( a. use no 
rpfr:r 'l \Yas likely to b0 achi0Yf'l1, bt,C'all"() the 
infliction of th~ dt·ath p0nv lty Y. H5 110t a 

tl· t."', nor \Vrrs it rrc;urdcd as an c··:arnp]c 
b. p0opic. 

T look at the mat;. r from this point of 
i('W: The tPndc1:CY of thi.iJ GovPl'DlllCnt (~Yer 

~inc:< they l~avc c:ofnc~ intD po \'Pl' h8:3 bC'cn 
to mak0 thine,,~ Ji:rht(•r foe the crimina} 
cln• ,f""ls \\'e t'Bd nn iTI~~tnn~~ \ of thr,t, flr:-t 
of all, 'xh:'n w-J Wl'n~ de' ljnu: \, ith thP Elec-

Act. If vou rcn1rn1bt.J.', 7\l:r. f..!,nE:1.kcr, 
hYo clus-;c3 of tlPrs'!n ,-:ho ,yp··c pr~

Yim·sl~- d:"'nrivcd of their cltctnral rjg-hts 
1,. i'f' the hr1.bitunl drnrJ::ard a.nrl the wifc
h('rth•r. The-:c hon. n·l'nt.lc, ten thought. fl"t 
t ' rchn bi]itatc thoso nd ,7iYc' thcrn 
+hc b·,r ·fit of tho '\Yl' haY0 
clainH'd. on n1nnv oc.,"r-·.ion.: in thi T-fousP. 
nnd we !18vr> h8d rcf'ords pr0ch1rf'd·--thPy :Lre 
in tl1c "\..,.. o±c" rtild J?ro{'c:>cdings," I have put 
tilC'nl tber~ 1n;vsolf-to prov0 ihnt in (:1 nnn1hr:1· 
nf ('~""lS('<:: intc.'rfl'f\'L('0 h S takrr.t p1acr- by the 
head of the dop;crtment, without obeerving 
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the practice which has always been in vogue 
in the past of consulting with the judge 
when he revi<' .\'S tlw 'entencc of a crimin.t.L 
vYc turned out to be correct in our assertion 
that men ronvict0d of n1ost serious c>rirnc3 
had had tlwir sentences curtailed and were 
given their liberty. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That is not true. 

:'dr. VOWLES: l say it is correct. 
The Hmrc SECRETARY: It is not. 

:VIr. VlJWLES: I sa:· it is. and I carr 
gi vc the hon gentleman an instan<'o to •yhich 
I have rcferer;d before, of a rnan-I shali not 
give his n'tn1C--who was eow:idod of stealing 
cattle in the electorate of the hon. member 
foe :Wurilla. I knov· tho case -,elL That 
m>tn made a boast that he v:onld be out in 
three lTIOl1th~, and he was out in a fortnight. 

The Hmm SECRET'.RY : \Vho did that? 

::\lr. VOWLF.S: You did. I know the case 
well. Tho man who owned the cattle met 
the otlwr man in Queen street, and tlw latter 
snct:_ red at him. 

Th0 HOME SECREi'ARY: I was not Homo 
S0erdary when that \V'S done. If vou s<ty 
it \n:tc my act, I sny you arc a liar. ~ 

The SPEAKER: Order~ I hope the 
Home Secretary "ill withclmw that expres
Sion. 

The Hmm SrcRL'L,RY: I ,,·ithdraw it: but 
the hon. member definitelv stated thnt I had 
done it. " 

~, rr. VO\YLES: I think I said the head 
of the department, ·did I not? 

The HOl\JF ScCRE1'AHY: l'b. Y on s>tid that 
I <lid it. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not 
rlcaling- with the Bill. which cl"'l.h >vith the 
abolition of C'a]JitaJ puni:::hrrwnt. 

:\lr. VOIYLES: I am talking r.bout de(et'· 
:·ing r1ncn fl'or~l comn1itting rrimP, <-l.nd t.hc 
1nter1Cl'Cncc \'nth S{_ ... ntenrc"', and thP cxeiTl~c· 
of the prcrogatiYc arc. I sulnnit, Ycrv nu.1eh 
wrapped up. with it. That is a case; where 
th0 tendrnc~r has bc0n to ]Vll'don crin1inals 
in~t0ad of 11nt.bng thcn1 here they Dugltt 
to be. 

The PRE"fER: Do :on want to hang men 
for ratt1c ~tcaling? 

Mr. VO\VLES: I do net. You have only 
t•) tflkc np the P'Jlcr e-very day and sec the 
crinH' that arc being conlmittc,_1 in Ans
trnlia >Yith violcnc0. It is quite rr common 
thi!Jg to sec that cx1wrt burglar J' srt fe
LrPnkcrs, and other rncn nrc going abo~rt 
armcrl; an cl. if we ar,· going to m<l ko the 
posltion in QuC',':'n~la11d rnorc acrcptnblc to 
t~H· rrin1iu:d cla~.::c•s thnn it l~O\V is, wo are 
ofl'0ring an indnrcrnrnt to thc'rn to corne and 
ea rr. on thcl r practiecs in this State. 

The PnE:\fTER: You rrrc• i·he hanging part;·. 

J\Ir. VOWLES: ·we arc not dectling with. 
this mntter as a pnrty 1nattcr at all. EYery 
rrrc111bcr of n1y party hqs the rig11t to vote 
ju· t as his conscir·n~e directs. 

OPPOSITION :,IE:.IBERS: 1-Ienr, hear! 

:\Jr. VOWLES: And I wi•.h to p:oodm·s 
that hon. ;11embers eitC:in2: behind the hon. 
member had the e.une right. 

The HO}fE SECRETARY: \Vhat if they hrc ve 
got none'! 

Mr. VO\VLES: Ld the hem. member 
spc-cok for himself: oth, r hon. members hr.,·e. 
Another reacon giYen for this Bill was that 
evidence taken by a Cornmi;;:.sion in England 

srwwed that there was " rolurtanre on the 
part of juries to convict, because they knew 
that. if they did, it wa.s incYitable that the 
death scntt•nce would be P'"·";cd; and a 
rdlection was mad0 on the juries here and 
in the old connh·y that they did not carry 
out their oaths of office. If that is the state 
of affairs, I say that the pmper place. for 
the Governm<mt to start is on the Jury 
s~·~t,:->m ; let them get f:orncthing better. 

The ATTOR;<;EY-GENERAL: What would you 
do with t.hc• jury system? 

.'VIr. VOWLES: It is not for me to pre
scribe the medicine: it i> for the hon. 
gentleman. The;· n;: that these acts are 
th<· scat of the trouble. 

The I'RE2\!1ER: The Hoyal Commission said 
that. 

Mr. VOWLES: Th, • say that obtains in 
Queen -land to-day. I( that is so. it is hig·h 
time the jury system v. as altered and some
thing b0tt~,. vas pul· into opcra.tion. You 
hnYC' onlv to look at men in other coun
trin plorying in their deeds. \Yhat is to be 
done in cases like that? Are you going to 
allow a man ·who wantf.l to rnako a martyr 
of himself to go dm• n the street nnd shoot 
the Premier 1 (Governmt nt laughter.) 

Politics have 140t to such a stage, 
[C p.m.] the people haYe been suffering 

'\O nutny inconvrnienccs through 
the actions of this Gm·ernrncnt, t}qt one of 
thrs<> days it might !wppen that someouc 
will be gnilty of doing that. (Interruption.) 

The SPF.AKEH: Order~ 

c,h·. VO'vVLl~S: I rt'kcd the "\ttorncy
G--cnPral a q1w::,tion, ancl he Rkilfully and 
purposc1~r cYaded it. Jr \Yas "Ho\v n1any 
HlC'll have been convirtPd of 111nrdcr during 
the_, last sevon ye~xs ?" 

The l'REmER: Qt1itc a number; but none 
of therr1 has been han~cd. 

:\Ir. VO\\'LF.S: None hn.: be ';J h>tnged 
hccaus0 it in rontrar .. ~o the polit ,v of the 
C:ioYPi'nrncnt. They ·v 11.1 :..ot hang a man, 
and. bcrau::;;o tlH~rc hayc nr:t been an:v hang
!r:.;~! they :,ay it is an cvid<>~H·' of a decrease 
i:1 rrirnc·. I again a• k lH)•·\ rnanv n1C"l have 
been convictNl. and I v oulcl like the 
\tt0rncy-General to ~--i·n~ n1c tho infcn'nla

tion. 
The ATTORXEY-GEXERIL: I Rhowed thPre 

tYD.~ a 30 nPr cent. dccrea~e in ~wrions crhne 
j'l Quc"nsinnd in the lust Rc\·cn year::-:. 

'Ir. VO\VLES: I a~k a point-blank qncs
t!vn-IIow rnanv 1ncn have been convirtod 
oi mnrclc'r '! It doe; not suit tl1e hon. gt'ntle
lnan to [dYe me the ans\Vt!r. Bu_ '1USO nobodv 
ha.; lw~'n hanged. it. ·" not nidew•c tluit 
thrrc has not hecn a larg-o rnnnbcr of 
Jnurdrr . If you take thr ln~t ten or twclv:J 

. you will {] nd there have n e>t. ]wen 
a ~ do1.cn convlrtio · ,, ; and \Yhen tho 

~xccutive. <-lftcr havin'; sifted 1hc 0vidcnco, 
have cornc to the con~·lusion that it was a 
ea 0 where the extreme pcwdt:: must be 
,,,ffcn;rl, the public "'NO hchind the Govcrn-
1rrr-1t. _A good ruanv Stnfc, i11 Amc_·i.:a have 
dnuo a\c a'v with Ca~)ital punishrn0n+, and 
what do \\:8 find'! That thoro arc Rtil! very 
lar:?:C numbers of murder~: a:~(l, bccauF:~ 
t}wrc is no la\v of rct:]iation t}•cre, the_v 
hn n~ I.vnch law, and )-ou h~tve the publiC 
doing by force what the GoYcrnnwnt here 
arc not pr0parcd to do. Do hon. gentlemen 
wn"t to r'tablish that principle her,? 

The PREJ.f!EH: That is nonscn' c. 

Mr. Vowles.] 



400 Cnminal Code [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Bill. 

JYir. VO\VLES: I can assure the hon. 
gentlcinan that t_herc wa ,, one 1nan who was 
c·cnvictcd of the murder of a retunwcl 
soldier at l\1i1e:-;, and, if it had 11ot been for 
the hon. member for Murilla, he would han• 
been lynched. That man was corn·icted of 
n~urdcr, and \VC haYc a su~picion that he has 
been released. 

The P1u::MIEH: Nonsense! That 1nan is in 
prison. 

;\;lr. VO\VLES: I will ask to-morrow 
whether that man is in custody or not; 
because we arc giyen to understand that 
lw has been re leased. He was a foreigner 
who, in a most cold-blooded way, dcstroyNl 
a soldier and buried hinL rJ'he so1dicrs came 
flom far and wide to get hold of him, and. 
if it. had not boon for tho hon. member for 
~\lurilla, he would have b'•en lynched on the 
spot. 

The SECRE~'AHY FOR HMLV:AYS: Then the 
hon. member for Mm·illa Joos not belirJYO in 
capital punishment'! (Laughter.) 

J\1r. VOWLES: He believed in giving the 
man a fnir trial. He asked those men to 
give ~o;F\ a trial. Tho man e;ot his trial, 
and "'~ -~ ~-onviCtc•l. I do 11ot w,tnt to appear 
to be bl•20dthiroty in thie matt<,r, but I do 
bc·licv0 :h::.tt, if you have L •·- s and pcnalbPs, 
.. ·r)q_ l;.:•ve t-horn for a purpose. lf ,YOU say. 
'· ~ou ~hall not steal; or. if ~YOU steal, you 
have to suffer a CE'etain pcn;dtY,:' if we 
steal we know what is ahe.,d .of us. Tlw 
Scriptures srry, " Thou sha It not kill." The 
law says, "If you do kill, you have to suffer 
the penalty of death, if you do it \• ilfully." 
That has been tho practic:o throughout Eng
lish-spcaking countries practically fron1 time 
jnuncmorial. I do not kno1v \Yhv in Queens. 
land '' o should want to lead i;1 this direc
tion, by making tlw conditions better for 
murderers and criminals of the worst t,.·pe. 
I admit that thoro a1·c certain circum,tances 
when-under the impulsc of passion, or other 
condition0-a n1an rnlght do son1cthing that 
ho would not do in bis normal condition. He 
has the benefit of thu jury auJ of the law 
as far as his crin1o :is concurned. If he is 
com·ictod b:c the jury, he must be sentenced. 
Then is the time when th.; pr·~'rogative c.nncs 
irJ, and the Go-.;ernor in Council has the 
right. of Fa,ving. '~ \V e do not consider that 
this was premeditated or wilful. '\Ve do not 
think ho is a criminal of the de,·pest dyo 
for whom there is no hope." ~1orcy is 
extended to him. and he is sentenced to 
imprlsoninent for life. There is a nlisunder
standing regarding what a sentence for life 
means. Do I understand that under this 
new Bill, if a man is corn·ictocl of mm·dm· 
or any of its kindred crimos. he will be 
sentenced to gaol for tho term of his natura! 
life? Do cc that moan twenty years, with 
certain remissions? 

'l'ho ATTORXEY-GENERAL: :\'a-for life. 
Mr. VO\\cLES: llo has to stav there the 

whole time? " 
The .\TrORXEY-GENERAL: Yos-for life. 
1\lr. VO\YLES: From what I l1avc read 

o·!'j thP subjcrt of crirninology, ro:?;arding 
son10 of thc~P 1ncn 1-vho ha;n::J been incar
cerated for the term of their natural live, 
and have been subjected to solitary confine
ment, it would be a more charitable thing 
tu do away with them in the first place. 

The l'RE~lTER: There is no colitary con
finement. 

'I1w A'l'TORNEY-GEKERAL: Do you say that 
it is worcc than the other? 

[Jfr. r mcles. 

:\1r. VO\VLES : I am arguing that tho 
pl'CSL'nt conditions urc tho bo2-t. Evcrv c:.1sc 
shoulJ be judged on ih merits. If th~ man 
i;:, a hopcJce:s criminal and there is eo ehanc(• 
for him, if he is a dangPr to society, then· 
i-; a chance. if the Ex0cutiyc :-o think, to gPt 
hin1 <MYay frmn society. 

:\Jr. RYAN: Hang hin1 like a dog. 

Mr. VO'\YLES: I have known cases ;,rhorc 
hanging ]ik(' a dog was too good for thc111. 
Tl1P case -which I uwntionccl js one such. 
I believe in standing by t.hc law. 1\o good 
reasons Jmyo been ad,·anccd whv that law 
should be altcrr•d. and, until' su~l1 tirno as 
good and Yalid reasons at·e brought before 
thi~ Charnbcr, I have no intention of sup~ 
porting a proposition such as this. 

Mr. TAYLOR '(Windsor): 1 think most of 
no listened with attention to the remarks of 
thP· Attol'lll'v-Gcncral in ('Ollnection with this 
Bill. " 

Before dealing with the Bill I would iike 
to offer to the l'remier and the Government 
a. sng~:f·--tion in regard to Bills such as this. 
If they would suppl:-- the clauses that arc 
proposl'U to be aml'ndcd or deleted m 
pardlel columns v·ith the proposals in the 
Bill it y·onld help ns YN.V materially to 
di::;.cu:-s the nlPasurP n1orc intelligently, and 
it \Yould not add vl'ry greatly to the expense. 

The stronge··t poino in the Attorn~y
Gr-ncral's argumQnt wa-;; that. Ollft~ the death 
pcnaltv has been rccJrclcd, it is irrevocable 
and L~) chan(ro of anv kind can hE:~ n1ade. 
\Y c all know"' i:hat quite ,,-ell. But in con
Jl(_•ction with a nun1bl'l' of crirncs against 
souietv we feel that the dpath penalty is a. 
(h•t0n:cnt, and \\ e also think it is nocC"''~ary 
that it houlcl be carricJ out. 'vYo have the 
}11·,ta11CC in S-,-dney a fC\V days ago, whert~ 
that bank n1clna()'Cr \Yas travelling hon1e in 
a railwav trai;;' lata at night and was 
attacked ~nd killed bv a ruffianly scoundrel 
for whon, the pcnalt:-- ·of death is quite good 
cnongh. But ~we do not neecl to go as _far 
S·, dnev. ..:-'\ fO\V vears ago a most hornble 
ct~inH" ~ wa;3 cornm,ltted at Gatton. Unfortu~ 
natel,-. th<> persons ,y)w cdmmittccl it were 
llPVCJ: brol!ght to justice; but, had the:_- been. 
I think the community \Yould have smd that 
the death penalty was quite good enough 
fo1· them. Hon. members opposite had a 
lot to about the sacre'fhwss of human 
lifr; but arc things cYen n1ore sacred 
than life it.,•lf. The honour of a man and 
the honour of a 'Yoman a re n1oro sacred and 
more dear than life itself. If any ma.n in 
this community went to the home of the 
Attorno':-Goneral or anv other hon. member 
opposite and attomptod 'to commit a crime on 
his .,-ife or children, and the hon. g-entlem>Ln 
had a ro.-olvN handy, he would shoot that 
rnan dead in two minute,. 

~Ir. PAYKr.: Of emu'''· he would protect 
his wife and family. 

Tho ATTORXEY-GEXER<L: And you would 
hang n1e foi' shooting the n1an. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Xo hon. member in this 
Home would hosihte to shoot down a man 
;;·ho attempted any crime in his home on his 
wife or familv. and he would be perfo;tly 
justified in ta)\.ing stH h action. ~ociety~ has 
exactly the same rig·ht to protect 1hdf rrom 
scoundrels and .-illains who do not value the 
sacredness of life or anything of that kind. 

Thf' l'REl\JIER: Socidv will protect itself 
by putting him in prison for life. 
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:'.IL TA YLOR : To a certain extent. I 
·object to n_taintaining a rnurdert~r in prison 
if the community 1s t<> bo put to the expense 
<lf maintaining hir11 during tho whole period 
of hi> life. l take it that the figures and 
ste.tcmPnb mado bv the Attornc;,--General arc 
·corrrct. I an1 c0rt8.inlv an1azed ~when he tells 
u-, that 8.975 1nurdc1:R ·were comn1itt0d in 
.\mr.>rica in 1910. I hane a book •'ntitled 
'· The Kc\Y Encyclopedia of Soeial R.cform," 
b-' Wiliia n D. P. Bliss, 1910, which states-

" Tho infliction of tlw death p<'na!t:. 
Las existed arnong all pc,)plcs and in all 
tin1cs. Onlv rocentlv has th(erc been anv 
:.:Prious at;i'tation £0r it(w abandonn1ent'. 
In the earlic3t times and throuo:h the 
1nidcllc age~ it was often accon1pa1'l'icd by 
th,, most t<~rrible torture... Death on the 
wlJet>1, by quartering, by flaying aliYe, 
by burni11g. by crucifixion, by ,irnn1ersion 
in boiling oil.'' 

\Ye have rnado vcr_y pronounced changes 
and adYanccnwnt since that time. I take it 
that people at that time thought thev were 
<1cting in the right "\Ya.y. ~ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And you boJieye 
you al·c l'ight now. " 

:\1r. TA YLOR: Yes, I honostlv and 
~incnch· bclieYe we arc right. Th~ book 
(~ocs on~ to statn--

"Capital punishn1ent has been defended 
]n nil tin1e~ and b-,· the greatest philoso
pher.·. The :\Iosaic and the Germanic 
law allowed retaliation-a life for a life. 
l)lato argned for its lin1jtation to incor
rigible cnlprits, who·,,c death would serve 
th? public good." 

The ScCRET.mY FOR l'cBLTC INSTRcCTIO>i : 
\\"hat does the Christian law say? 

Mr. 'L\YLOR: r" suppo·.e an eye for an 
{•ye and a tooth for a tooth. 

J\lr. Kmw.\x: That is the Old Testamcnt
i he J CYYi,h la IY. 

i\Ir. T .\. YLOR: I take it YH' arc discussing 
a ver:: scnou.s 111<-titer, and I ·would urge 
lJOlL IHCnl Lers to cliscu::;s it '~'ithout anv unduo 
)pyity. ·we arc dealing in this Bill with 
human life. 

The SPEA.KER: Order! I would ask hon. 
Incniber,-; to refrain fron1 interjecting . 

. l\Ir. \YrxsT.\~LEY: H~n. r!len~bers opposite 
<l~Id not rsfl'aLl fr0111 rnteqect111g when the 
.,ttome -(xclwral was speaking. 

:\Ir. T.\.YLOR: The book further states-
" Grotins treats tho qut .~tion from a 

rcli,,rious point, basing his arrrument on 
the Jaw of JJo.scs. ~Iontesquieub d£'fends lt 
as a E:ort of rotaliatlon by society bn~cd 
on the nat urc of things. Rousscau, follow
mg Hobbs, dt;fends it on the ground that. 
the cnmmal 1s a rebel to the social con
tract. Kant saYs th~tt in the social con
tract n1an consents to the penal la\v, and 
so c;cn be put to death. Beccari~t in his 
'E;;;sa:;7 on Crjrn~'s nnd Punishrncnts,' 1775. 
'' ns tho fi1·st to argue for its total disui·C. 
He did .~o on the ground that society 
had no nght to take >Lwav life since it 
did not giYe life and thi,t. it YYas not 
the punishn1ent m'ost dctci'rcnt to crime. 
Bcntham argued that it was the most 
deterrent. Romilly argued that if it is 
not the supreme penaltv and society has 
the rig·ht to inflic-t yyorse 'penaltv, it ,·mely 
has that right. ' 

" The main arguments for capital 
punishment have been based on the abso-

1922-2 0 

lute justice of dC'mancling life for life, or 
scripture "\varranL,, and, aboYc all. on thE 
a,.,scl'tcd teachi11g of l'xpcriPnce thnt the 
death penalt.y is actual!,, the most deter
rent punishment, and, therefore, the most 
,,Jfcctive. :'don hnYc striven to show that 
where the death pc1mlh· h~ts been 
abolished rnurder has clecro:t~t~d. This, 
on the other huuJ. i~ :-:;trc'11Uon;;:,ly dPuic{1

: 

and the argurnent. again~t th,~ deuth 
])cnaJty i~ La ,ed on rho denial of the right 
of the State to takn life, on Christian 
d1arity, and, above all, on the claim that 
it wod.:::s evil, brutalised the coJninunitv. 
making it think life cheap, even adding 
D horrible~ fas(inabon to murderers, and 
deli.-ering juries fl·o1n convicting mur
derers, etc. It h~ts ];con abolished in 
Michigan 1864, \Yiscousin 1852. Rhode 
I'land 1852, Iowa 1877, Maine 1887, and 
K cw Y ark ; but lw s been restored in 
Iowa and :\'cw York. In 1038 the latter 
State substituted death by electricity for 
han?:ing. 

" In Europe it feems to be going out 
of use. ln Hoiland there ha Ye been no 
executions since> 1860, and the penalty 
was abolished in 1870." 

I have tried to be fair in giving quotations 
both wavs. I think that in all Australian 
States dtuing the last two years, less than 
t,,o per year haYe suffered the death penalty 
-not on account of it·, abolition, but. I take 
it. the people arc becoming more civilised 
Hnrl mor<' oducatocl. and we have been told 
that there has bccn less crime committed 
during i he last f(ew ~'en.rs. I fail to SPe a ne' 
justification for thP introdnction of a Bill 
such as this, and I contend thrr t for some 
of the r'J'ia1rs such a;-; h~tYC' been mc,ltloned 
to-night th~' death JIC'nalt~, i~ quite goorl 
enough for the incJi,·iduals concerned. In 
mv opinion, imprisonment for life is not 
sufficient punishment for those individuals. 
As the leader of the Opposition st~ttcd, the 
Executive or the Goyernor in Council have 
the last say. Tho \ttorney-General has 
referred to •vhat hnnpcnod in 1\iaokay. If 
that case had come before the Cabinet, pro
babl v c'Cactl v the same rcc ult would have 
follo\vcd as 11 os now takc·n place. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It might not have 
happened with other Cabinets. 

1\h. TAYLOR: I am quite prepared to 
ndrnit [,hat, but. the Gon'rnor in Council or t.ht~ 
Cabin"t. has the last sav as to whct.hc-r a 
man shnl! be executed or· not. . 

The SECRETARY Fo;: PFBLIC INSTR L"C1'IOX : 
l)nl'in•; the Jast tSOYf'n .Y('ar . .; no prote:--t ha.-3 
h-0t H rnadl' against tht' commutation of th0 
dP,Lth spntenc,~. 

:\1r. TAYLOR: The nD.it.cr is a -erious 
one, and I hope Hw Qo,·crnment will not 
insist. on carrying this Bill. In my opinion, 
rl1c d0ath sentence 18 n_ detr-rrent to crime. 
11any murders: IYO kno"'iY, are con1mitted in 
the heat of passim1. The murder of th" bank 
tnanager in the train, 'vhich I mentioned 
a few n1oments ago. \Yns llot committed in the 
heat of pa.-.,ion. Probably it was not 
intended to kill him, but the whole plan of 
the robbery was worked out beforehand. 

The PRDIIER: The statement of the police 
in New South \Vales is contrary to that. 
They state that it was not a premeditated 
murder. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The police may say that, 
but probably they arc not corre~t. They have 
not got the lncliYidun l yl't. It ]s-; ycry Llifflc-dt 

Jl1r. Taylor.] 
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to bcl]rye tl1at it '''Us not a prcn~ 'di,~dt'd 
rnurdor. I hope tho Goy,·rnnwnt \Yill give 
that n1atter propel· consideratjon, and that 
they will not insist on placing it on the 
statute-book. I think it is necessary to 
retain capital punishment, because I bclicYe 
th;.t certain individuals ''"ould probably not 
cc·mn11t the crime if they knew that their 
lives would be sacrificed for it, and that 
ha.1ging would be carried out. 

:VIr. PAYXE (Jfitchc/1): Tb l a.Jcr of the 
1\ationalist !Hirty and , the lcadt•r of the 
Country party are surprjsed that this nH.:a:-ure 
has bN•n hronght jn, bc..__nusc there ha8 been 
no legi;.;lation for the abolition of capital 
punislu11 nt brought fonyard in any othC'r 
part of the British Empire. I would like to 
remind both those hon. mc•rnbcc > that tlY' 
Quel'nsland Labour CO\ cn_;nlcnt is lcadlug 
the 1.\0rld to-dav SO far DS demucracv is crJn-

J. (O:>ilO,:itiou laugh"·r.) llu·!l. mem
way h.ugh, but that i8 th fuct. This 

is dl'2 o~1lv Parliarncut unrlr>r the British 
Co11~·_;tntioi1 po_., ... es~ing soYcrci~n rights th:tt 
js ~-'or king to-day 1,1·ith F ~ing~e Chan1be"·. 

J\lr. ELPHJl\qosE: It ;q the onlv C'om
Jnuni_.t.ic Parliarnent in the Briti~h E~1pne
I ad1ni' thut. 

1Ir. P..t.\:{::.;E: I an1 'Ol1le 1.d1nt ~-;urprlsed 
attitndc adopl\_•d b thos~· two· hon. 

Gc:·ause they ?aYe no lo2,·ica1 
rca~oL · v-h\ this n1ca:;urc should not 1·-: 
p<t>· cd. In~ fact both adn1itt( d that to kc, p 
<t nwn in gaol fo,. the t{'nn of his na.turaj 
life i- a ,\.Ol';:>(' lJUlli-dnnrnt than h· ngi11 )' hln1. 
\\.,..t> a1l kiJow ii1at in Au:;:iralia, aud in' 8\'Cl"·' 

of thl~ ci\·iliscd ;· iunoc:l~ll_, rnc~1 

l;<.-nt~ r~:..Ic·rrcd to 
i qu"itt1 agr!-=: v;iih hin1 That 

a good rnan or the honour 
good ·sc·nu1n is. th0 nw:--t ~acr d thin?: in the 
\YOt·~d: bu' \Yhrrt of th(~ nwu v~ho ha-. reared 

f11rujl--:.· a::d .JH> ] aJTC'~"~--·d 011 {'ircutn
C'Yi.dcn"c, put in the dock, chargL•d 

n1urder, and IH.:ur-;-od, ;dthf;egh ht• 1n·ty 
;u ilnH;r•!nt as Ull\7 nlP!Hhrr of th~s 1-Iuu2": 

\\~h.;, a 1,out his faL;ily '? That kind of 1-hing 
Jta ·. hnppL'il cl nwn,'- a t.i:rn:..' in Qnccn~1 :nd. 
'J:akc 1 he I(eu11iff case, and the peculiar 
c·~n ._..,_n1~iRncc sun·ounding that. ea• '. 1')oth 

found guil:.y. rrl'!c late 
1tcd 01:0 of tb' brotbcr~. 

i lH' hanging of 1 };~dd;7 I(cuniii-I neYer 
~al\' hiill in n1:' lifc-·lHr:i placr·d a ::-tigrna on 
thP f;l ir r:allL of Qupr;~. ,land th ~t. i~ w·ill 
tak(; n! 1:·!v Vf'<1l to cfL..tc'.. I\::C'1111iff 
lost. his liL: ·on the uucurrolJCn·rv~~ evidence 
vf an abo1·jgiual. __ \ll nf lb who .re true 
Au: .. Jralinns and \vho havo liYcd and orkcd 
in ·dist·l'icts frPquc·ntcd !.P' ahnrig-ln.ls, kno\v 
that thP \Yoi·d Clf a biackfr'llo\v e<:lllP0-1-: b!) 
tukcn a-s gosrH•l. I dpfy a!l~~ n1an in this 
C'h:unb-.:·r, and I clullcr•.re an, E1Ull in QucCIJ;,

lund. to .ay that he Lnn r I}, on t1tc w,·rd of 
cith0r a blackfcllow or a gin. :l blockfellow 
will Lrl,l you _j-..;st wl:-ut h-- thi11k~ .. ",i~l plP?--C 
~·ou. lherc Is no di·-ad,·ant:::ts·o In amcnd1T 
the lnv,· son~ to w1pc out c;-cpitt] 
and .hon. ll1C.11bcrs oppo;:;jh• h;~yo ihcmselvcJ 
proYc 1 a lnng tcnn of i:::np:_·i-<.Jnnl-·nt i--

c:::pit:ll punishincHt. I takv it 
adYoc Jt;~ :he pl~in, :lllc of a life for 

so far as I c~n1 sec, hanging a 
n1an 1s 1noyo charitable thal1 keepln6 hir!l in 

fur :,," i t·rm of Lis wdural I if c. c:-pcci· 
if it. i~ a bud \• here ih<.'ro arc dark 

Agaiu I ,: innocent rncn have 

[ .1/ r. Tavlor. 

be0n hanged in ~Australin, anll, if it -~ql:5 oHly 
for thL' purpo:;,~· of g·iving rnen found gu!lt_v 
of nHHdcr a further opportunity of proving 
t.heir innocence, I Vl"ould support thi,; Bill. 

lio-'. J. G. APPEL (Albcrt): :\1y mind ;, 
fairl~,- cYcHly balanced on this qu('.:;tion. 
Thrro ha.s bFcn, and there is, a cliY]--.ion of 
opi11ion on this subject nmong-,:. ruc!n of all 
da:;~c~. and I conL'""' that, frotn the practical 
expc•rienco I hnYe had jn coniL'ction with the 
Pri,ons Department of this State, I am wme
" hat inclined to belieYO that capital punish
r H'U": \· "• not altogPthPr a det rrcnt Df n;urdnr. 
That is ihu r:xpcrience of rnany rucu \Yho 
have stutE£'d thi::; rnat.ter, and., as \Vas pointf•d 
IJu·_ ~lY the h:adcr of the Nationali._;t party, i11 

o~·hcr ~ ountries th~· ~apital penalty has bcY'n 
abolio,hed, and, so far. it has not lecl to an 

in ihc crime of murder. It has been 
thil.t Y.'lwrc a cri1ninal has con1111ittf>d 

rrirne f f niurder. the fact that he knows. 
will Hlfl'cr the ('Xlrcr:H' penalty often has 

\he dicet. of CRnf'ing him to commit further 
n1urder, a.nd there is no que _tiou that that 

fRet. This nwth•r has br~·n brought 
th· IIunse by the- prc';;:f'nt Go\ crllmL•nt, 

and it ha.3 been ~'~~<:ted, coJTCL, l_,· 01· not. that 
it. i~ A pn.rt of their p1atf )l'ln. Ri~::htly 01~ 
\d'On~ly, the-re i" an i1nrn:: -.ion abroad that, 
tlH~ prt -sent Admin1:-:tra: Iou an' Y~~111~1th ic 
tL \Yarc~ ~-he Ci'iLl·n l. That h?s br-t.'ll lnfcn:-u
tiall,::, ci::11icd froEl the front }K·nch on thc
o:hcc- s·Jc. 

Tht~ }{0}1E SECRLT.\H.Y: \Ye h~1ve g-ivrn ahcut 
th · ( une lll rnber of n: j .:;:ioll:;; tha---t ~~·on gave_ 

:HoN. J. G. APPE.L: That 1nay be: but 
thc·re is one particular cast'-thcrn ].:, no J:('C•d 

to lllC!ltion 1Wlllf -and it \\"a" ;;n t'xtr~·nielv 
La~l wltQrc a 1 _':n1; 10rl. ,;as 
Tl1:-1 PiEk~'Hba 
ihc J!HUl guilty of ,~r i~J:;.;tcncl of 
Jnnrdcr, Ft}ld Le '> ~~.s sc•HtC'nceJ to in1nri ... ull-

Jrl~ ·1t life. '.fhc Jn<tttJ'l' cn:rne up for .revievv 
by 111.' on at lca~r t\\'O nu ~t::::ion.-,, nncl 1 
'.YC'nt Yt'!'Y c:tl fully intn ilH~ \',hole qnc>tion. 
l consulu::-d the judgt~ vvho-tricd tltc ca~t\ and, 
h1Ying i1.1 yi("~ t.h1_:: that it .. , as a 1nost 
a1~on1iE~lb1o r'Jd cr1nl<'. I refnsed 

with s~;nt.c!nc:. But it is a. 
. -J01lC' r h~Hl the prc• cnt Acln1inis

tration colne into po\vc;· t.han the offcndee 
·~.as released. 

Mr. 'MORGAN: Shame! 

The Ho'm SECRETARY: You J •t a man out 
aHc>r six n1onths -.,>:ho v.'a:-:> ;";entci•c.:cl for five 
~-{ ar::; in Too\t·cmnba~not you, perhaps, but 
}'Olll' ALliniui:,.;Lration. 

Hox. J. G. API'EL: QLtite likely. I re
Jnit.tcd i.he ~· .. :ntcnces uf n1any pn:-:;onL'l but 
t.hc wholr 1natter \'LLci v ·ry fully inquire-d 
into. and the opi11ion of UH~ juJ-~·c '.dw tried 
th0 partiralar CPv"2 \"• a~ cbta.inrcl: anJ i11 the 
partieu]ar cn.;:.;c that. t.h:) IIomc Seer l--3,ry is 

r~-~~~:J:i~~~J;otl;c <ll~,~~~~~ 1.~hc n1atLr -.,-ith :His 

The IJo~r·. SL..;:RET.'\RY : I 
~'OU did, but the poinG is that 
ycu ·d.O\\·n. 

\·;ith 'vhat 
judgo turned 

Hox. ,J. G. AP PEL: Quite so: but I dis
c l.S~C'tl ii in Cu.bi!ld-, and, furtherrnore, I 
discu.~ .... d it 1vith :His Excc!lrncy the Governor,~ 
'.dF) agrt:'f~d \vith t.lw view I took. Naturally, 
in dPallng with the prisoner~ ~1f tl~j.,, SL.i-0, 
\VC' haY0 to take mauv a n1at.ter 1nto con
siclc-ration, and I am ··one who ha~ alv;ays 
b than a man ,vho h;, ~ corr1111itted a 

not lost forev ·r. and thrrt it is the 
duty tho Stnto to l'eprieYc hin1 Ui.J-der 
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crrtuin cireum~t anccs. That was the polrcy 
that I ahva1·s cftrricd out. nut that is not the 

~qut_~::;t!on. The qncstiou is \Yhether 
[8.30 p.m.] capital punishment is to c ase, 

a,nd inrprisonrrwut for life is to 
take i·.S plau-'. I have no doubt. that~ if a 
man hr s cornrnHtcd the crinl- of :rnnrder, the 
pcn,~H~.~ of jrnprisonrncnt for life is a far 
:r1\':t·'·r puni:::hrnent than tho Jncrc taking 
of hj.~· I if' in an instant. It i."l sln1ply a 
quc.;tioll of whether it i::z rtd \~j.;,ab1~· that 
caj_-;it.al punislnncnt should be uboli.~lwd or 
JIOt·-whcthcr in1prisonmcnt for life is a 
~ufficicnt pa:nishnlent. rrhere js no doubt 
th J <Jt i:he present tin1e a co!l',.:(Icrable 
wunbrr of 1nurd TS arc Lcing conunitted. 

Th:• I-I0::\1E SECHETARY: They :trc inclTfl-,ing. 

1:-tox. J. G. APPEL: 8. '\'C'l'al rnnrdors 
hrne ta.ken plac:J rect•ntly in Qtt( lL·land, but 
the arl' the aftermath of 1he \\·ar. and may 
b" eaid to be somcwhitt abnormal. ~\s ·r 
h1.1;·e -:;~nld bcfor.c, n1y ra~nd i~ ~L1irl.v even]~ 
lJ'1UlllCt~tl 011 the fJH' t10JL _:_\ly pcr'3UHD1 

i~ that, pl'o\·idcLl thrr,• i;; no i11Ler
with the seuh 11( ,., of inlpri-:onmcnt 
t::r~n of an t +'fender' 11a~urul life, 

th8t a far greater puni..,h:mert than the 
inn~ctim1 of the JoJtil pcnd1"y. That i~ the 
opiniui1 I have forn;c -1 after tht~ t·xpnri·C'ncr• 
l hn;·o had in COIHH:ctio11 \Yith the Prison'S 
Departrncnt during the time I O('cupied the 
pc···ition of I-ion1c Secretary. 

::\lr. :',IORGAJ\' (5£urilla): I am sorry that 
tbc Govcmmcnt haye thought fit to intro
duce thi~ Bill at thj period. Tlw Guvern
lllC'llt ha \'0 been in po"'i\'Or for ~eye n yearR, 
<ntd, the Pr<::·nlit~r s·tid. dnri11g tho pc1·iod 
th('-- tve ocnupil'd tb:- Go-",-{1J'illlWnt bcJJclW:-:; 
;h~), c .not agr_ce;.~ to tlw death penalt~' 
OPin.~· earned out 111 an.'-<' ea ~r-·,_ I an1 sorl'y 
to 2 that thP Govcn11ncnt arc cnd0:1 our
ing to 11wke this a iJarty qu0-3tlo11. Sn far 
r~ th;; Countr:· part.v are cot~c we h:l\-e 
l-eft it to {'a eh tnt~rr1bcr to vot':' a~_, de _,ire~. 
I wi"h to rnake In_v position clc::u· l iutPntl 
to YOtr' ag,tin -t tlw -,reo :d 
Bill. bccctn,,c I think that the 
e:houlC! b.__, rct.jw•d. if Clilh: to 
rent tu cr~n'"' . There• are· (·Hl1 uitteJ. 
in th0 h; J.t of passlcn tluri·Jg rcy;; or dis
turlwn:J "'. -·shcn .a ner~uu ad" -.,·.-itl--:out any 
premt'd1tahuu In -fhr: ca-:j· aHl·o~::·. h 
death sentence rnay be pa'-.·?d, rc•·ornlTI0nda
tion· ar~· I.Htde b __ .; the jury or t1H• ju(:gc for 
a rcprien'. and in <:1 lmost C\'Pr,; ea·-"' of th1.t 
dc~cr:ption the GoY:..rnr;lent do LDt insist 
on the, death pcnnlt~'· But in e-n ~.c of P~·c
lTIC·ditaticn-\YherC' a 11 T.~·on rn Ill~ c;ut a plan 
of c nnp:._.i:~n, f'·) to ~p;~oJc and takr.; anoth,:::>r 
pcrsnn'~ life--I thiuk the death IH~nalty 
shon1cl be inflicted. \Ye haYe ju·t as n1uch 
right to stud' the wife and fa.ruily of the 
rnnrden-:.d Jlla.n as \i·e ha\'0 to t·r n~idL'r the 
wife nud fan1ilv of l-h;_• rnnrdcrcr. Ouc hon. 
rnetnbr•r spoke 'in fa your of thos(~ vvho ,,,,~re 
suffering from the {(,"'t that n n1an was 
:,cr1tr:-ncPd to J( _\ th U1H1 thf' pc•na 1ty was 
cnrri( J out; lmt "'(.! n1u .. t ::...!se l't'c 1p;llif·.n thP 
'1lil''J'in:1; cau3ed to thC' ,.,-ifo anrl f~un1l:v of 
the tnan who lu1s bcrn dclibcr:ttcl·." nn1rdcrcc1 
thrm-.gh no faul.t of his own. Pc0pl·' haYc a 
right to be protectrl1. ::~ncl, in l11)' opinion, 
the gre::1tcst 11rotrctllil ~tguin.;;t snC 11 crirru_'-; 
j.., th0 death pe-nalty. So far as the taking 
of life is concerned. I think a ncr ,"ll 1.>·:bo is 
gnilty of deliberately takir. ,,· t.ht> life: of 
rrnother pPrson sho:1ld ~nff,.r the dc~!.th 
pcnalt.~~- \Ye heard rert ntly th.• n~\•cs 
of the assaf'.;::ination of vcr_,r fine :-olcher, 
Sir I-lcnry 'rYilson, who v;J..._; dcJjberatcly done 

to death by two men \Yho cvid·cntly planned 
the crin1 • foroe timt~ before. Shoul< .. : those 
men be allmYed to !in', when tLcy delihe· 
ratclv plan1wcl tl-w death of th~lt distin
gu;::d~cd n1an, causing such giY·at anguish to 
his wife and relittives? If that crime had 
been connnittl'd in qnce-lsland. the~ ' rnen 
would have been sentenced to irnpri -on1ncnt 
for life. \Yo ha,ve had practi Hy \YOr~e 
crirncs thau that counnitted in __,-\u.3tralia 
Tlw bor1. nwmbcr for Dulbv rcfcrrrcl to a 
pn'nloclitaicd <'rinle co-ntnitfcd in rny clec
turntc, wlH'ro a " w~tsier'' follo'.. 'd up a 
rcturllc(l -~olJier, aftPr partnkiilg c:f hi::: food 
..:nd drink and being a\]uwcd td canJp in his 
:,:•nt. H,_ clc!ibcratclv followed th•> man for 
a coupl0 of day.;, ur.til the· opporiunit. pr-e
soJt'•d itself for him to take his Yictim's 
life·, bceau;,e he \Uls po ,,,c-.-.,cd of ::nn1c· rnoney 
l'cc:ivcd fr01n tht: sale of opo-:>:um skins. 
r:r.·h~lt prj~orH"'l' uow in gaol, but the peuplc
C01lnr('t·'d v.-ith the 1nnrdcrctl n1an hayo had 
to ·1fft:i.' ,~Qry greatly through th.- death of 
Lh0ir rchLt1ve. ancl the persou \\·ho ccnnrnittocl 
tl:e ( rilnc C\'iclently hr7 the sympathy of 
nw1nbcr on the Go\"l)Tn 1ent bcrvh( "· 

Mr. KmwAN: Don't say that-don't be 
dirty. 

1\lr. MORGAN: It evidently is so. It 
would Le only right to inflict the death 
penalty in casoo such as that. The hon. 
member for Brisbane referred to the fact 
that members on this side would not like to 
a'_, ,ociatc with the hitngman. \Ye do not 
generally enter into tho society of those who 
are enga.gcd in sanitar~.~ ,,-ork, b~1t they arc 
performi11g good '\vork; and so 1nay the 
hangrnan be doing g-ood \York in takii~J the 
life o£ a n1an IYho has taken the life of 
another mnn. l'.Ir. Fihelly, thf' then ::-Iiuister 
for Justice, stated. on the introduction of a 
Bi!l like this in 1916, thar there rnay be 
l'Chglou·~ srruplc-s in thP rnaiter of inflicting 
c:apiLd puu] ·h111·0nt, but, in n1_.- ovinio~l,, th~1t 
~hould not bo allo,,cd to lHL\'e an·. wcignt In 

a l-J-cu c of this dt.·S·~·ripLi -11. f a .. u _orry 
that thf' Coycrn1nent ha \·e brought jn this 
rrlcn;;ure. I arn r<prc·-in'l· my YiE'''>'~, and I 
mn [H'C] HH'f'-:1 to stand f:,~, the , ttitude I tn ke 
up on thi queo:;tio:il to-ni~·ht. \Ye kuo·w that 
the GnYernFl0nt ~re n: ~ki!:1L a 1-art.y que~
tjon of it. I think that i, an unfortunate 
thing. b('c ,_n-<-' I f( cl surr- th· t fl t'P some 
rncm'nc-rs on the GoYern!llPllt who. if 

~,T:rn! a lluvvcrl to vote n · t~F.:-1oA fu;l1ng::.: 
~1ncl n thny Jcsirc. \v-cwld vote 

a.;-·-~n,t the abolition of [Ul1l·.Jln1ent. 
I ;c:rr1 !:iUrc -~.-c \Yon1d h1YC~ one -Ol' t o hon. 
In<"-:JbPrs on t.hc other :-idr voi'ing the 
BilL I do !lOt know dw YiPws the 
hon. mcmbf'rs on tlw Oppocition the 
Hou ·C. and it is quite poo:;iblc 
tlw ~cconcl reading of the Bill ]JU 

vote, \\'C' shall fmd ''"Y( ral n1c:uhcr:-: on this 
side voting· with the Govcrn1neut. 

~Tr. PoLLOCK: Even:' mcmb(~r on thj .idc 
was elected with the; aboliti,m of c tpital 
pun1 hnH"'nt a~ a plank of hi, p:a t.fnrnJ. 

J\Ir. MORG,\N: That is so. I know that 
it ;, part of their platform. If a man was 
€'lectcd \Yith that as part of his plat.forJn, he 
should keep his prornisc. 

:\lr. FL''TCHER: They do not keep all their 
prorr1is~~~. 

llfr. MORG"I.N: When '2 rccogni"' that 
the Governor in Conncjl will haYe tho last 
say as to whcthPr a nl(tll ~hould be ha11gcd 
or not, I think that is a sufficL~nt safeguard. 

11lr. Jloruan 
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Xo matter what the verdict of the jury may 
Le-, and no matt0r what tho judge may have 
~uid in his sun1ming up. the Governor in 
Council has tho right to sa,· whether th~ 
death penalty shall he carried into effect or 
uot. I am of oninion that that is a suflictent 
~afrg'lutrd, ,dth~out intcrfPring 1v.ith the la1v 
in any shapf~ 01' forn1. ,,~e knovv quite ,I.-ell 
that at any tin1e during po]itiral turmoil 
or strife D!C'l1 get carried a\Yay b.v tlu•ir 
feeling-s and kill other lllL'll. \Y,, have had 
-cases ~of it l'C('0ntlv in GPrm(Ul,- and oth{•r 
part:-:~ of th~ -V\'orl(l, 1Yhcre niori have been 
;-,hot down. 1Tortunatelv, \YC ha ,,.e been frec
,lf surh things in Australia, but right through
out the \vorld \YE' have h·ard of ea.'s of men 
-occupJ ing· prorninPnt po;;;itions -..·d1o, O\Ying
to the face that they held politiul ';icws 
opposed to thos0 who \vishcd to dcsiro;.- thPm. 

shot down. l:nder a Bill of this kind 
offenders would lw allowed to [!O scot 
At any rate~. the\' would be allov,t'·rl tn 

live and wo~ld onlv hitYO to scrn' a certain 
1H1n1ber of ye:crs in' pri:"on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrnLHc LA"DS : He 
"·ould havo to spend the remain-der of his 
life in prison. 

~\Ir. ~lORG~\X: I do not agl't'(' with t~1at 
.at alL 1\' c hen l' to recognise the fact that 
men y·ho treacherously take life in that 
~.,a v ar(' n·encrallv cur and covvards thC~nl
scl~es. \Ve knO\\· that thcv arc afraid of 
z\1 ath, and the greate'-t dotc•rrent to a man 
of that d,-,scription, \Yho f0ars death and who 
knmvs that he is likclv to have his own life 
taken if he k1ll~ anotil0r, is to retain s law 
like \VC h.cvc at p1·csent, which enables us to 
inflir·t capital punishmPnt. I do not put 
n1cn who corn1njt nnndcr on thn spur of th(1 
n-~orncnt in the :;:: une t.ltegory. I arn nDt 
talking about ca~eJ we hr,a1· of wh0re a. 
rnurdcr is cOJnmittcd iu a street brxvrl. \Ve 
kuoy: th~ re ha Ye been cases where a n1an, 
under the influpncc of liquor. take-:-; a. L>ottle 
and hit-. anc)her rnan >;ith it. thcrcbv caus
ing hi;;; death. I an1 not refrrring tO ca~f'S 
lik<' that, hut l 'l1;n talking of tlw man who 
<klib<>ratdy plans the murder of another 
1na.n. 

Th• Sr:rET.mY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: \Yhv 
<lon't :·o'.t go a bit further and .ay that he 
should b,· boiled in oil" 

:.Ir. :'-.IORG \:'\: BecatJSC that is silly. 
list(_:ned to the speech of the Attornc.;--G-cnerat 
and he was compPllccl to go bac:k to the reign 
nf Qnccn ~\Iary und to the first three Georges 
to iind argurnents in fayour of the abolition 
of capital punishment. y, e know that in 
those day:::; a ruan rr1ight be sentenced to 
dPath for ~tcaling a rabbit or some oLhcr 
animal. It has he en shown that in all the 
Au::-tralian courts grout care is f'XCrc~;-::cd 
before a man is sentenced to death. \Ye have 
trial !J,· jury at the present time. The 
Attorney-General practicall.v condemned trial 
by ju1·y when he said that it was hard to get 
n con \-irtion for n1nrdcr, because the JUry, 
kno\Ying that tho d(~ath penalty is likely to 
be inflicted. bcsit 'If before they w.i]] bring 
in a vcnlict of guilty. \Ye haYe had 1nany 
l'nlincrtt judges in Australia. condC'rnning the: 
prr· ,, nt jury syst"m. If the opinion of the 
Attorncy-GPncral is correct that the JUry 
ht,,itate to bring in a. yerrlict of " guilty'' 
agn,inf''-- m,--n charg d with lntuder, then 
tllc tlmc arrive-d \Yhen our jur.~,· systen1 
shou~d be altered. I am ono of those who 
lwlic'YC that our jury sssten1 has had its day. 
I ha'"'~' known ca~cs "\Yhcn" the jnry alJo,ved 
" man tu ;;o scot free, although he had been 

[l£1·. Jforg(Ul. 

!ll'OYod to be guilty by thr' cyidcncc. _\ 
prisoner is often a1lo\VO·d to [ro scot hY•c 
owiJ?g to the fact that the jury are Rynlpa
!hotlc to him. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLT(' L\XDS: They 
arD 1noro humane. 

:-Ir. :\lORGA::\': It is not humane to allow 
these peoplP to g-o :tt largo. \Yould tlw 
;-)c_CI'('tarv for PuLlie Lands allow a n1an to 
o·o frP(" if he cornrnitted a crinw on onf' 
~f l'(~latiYt'S '? If th0 hon. mcrnbr-r had 
a dauf!·hter th>tt \\a, put to <kath by one 
of these men, I think 1w ,-.·ould b" the Ycrv 
fir't man to take thP criminal's life if he 
could grt hold of hi!ll. _\.n hon. g·cntleman 
admittc d in the Hou-.c that, if anyone killed 
or brought about the~ •d('~tth of a relation 
1.":ho was near and dear to hlrn ho would not 
hesitate to take the life of that individuaL 
I aru suro tho S'ecr0tarv for Public Lands 
wonld not he>,itato to tnko the iife of anv 
pe1·;:;on ,,·ho cau'-,,_,d the death of anyone nea'r 
and to him. If. as individuals, they 

not hesitate to take the lives of thos'' 
nlurdcrcd rclatin::s near and dear to 

then thev should not hesitato to take 
of cri1llinals or 1nurdcrer~ who stand 

cmn-ictt d c£ tnurdcr. Aftt'l' a tna n is tried 
b_v the jury aud he is found g·uilty of 1nnrdcr. 
\'<C' 1n \"1..:' a.::. much right to put hi.m out of 
the \Yorld as the jndi,-ldual has to take tht, 
li, ''s of r ··up le• who ha YC rau d::d the death 
of a rP!ati,-e. I feel sure that no court of 
ju"tiCP would conyict unlrcs a 1nan \Vas 
.~Liilt,-,. :\fr. Fihclly, in introducing his Bill 
in 1816, rcft:rred to Rus::;ia. as a country v.·here 
ea pi tal punishment has been abolished. \Vhat 
j;-; happening in Ru;;;·:.:iu to-day'? Under 
L· JJin's rule they do Hot hcc.itato to take life 
cycry day. " 

The SEc-TII:TATIY FOTI RUL\Y_\YA: You \vant to 
follrnv tbe Ru;)bian examplP 110"\Y. 

:\Ir. :\.lORGAX: ?\o. Russia wa quotPd 
ns a c·,unh·~· where the dP~th penalty \\'<B 

abolished. and now we find that thinc-s in 
.Rus~ia haYf' reached surh a sbttc of a'ffairs 
i"hnt Ufe JS not lonkH1 upon 'Yith Ril!
pirticn1ar regard. 

The SECRLTARY FOR RAIL \V_\ Y t3 : Th~~ ·~cu th 
penallv is not abolished there. 

Tho PRE}fiER: That is the countn· which 
carries on tho palicy of the hon. 1ncrl1ber f0r 
Oxlcy-that is comtnunisin. (Laughter.) 

Hon. \V. H. B.mNES: Thw have their 
rf'prc~ 'ntatiYes jn thj~ Charnbe;·. 

]\[r. ::\lORGAX: I feel ur0 th:tt, before 
Ll~nin and Trot:::ky WP1'0 p1aced in po~., er in 
RussirL they 'vero YPrJ' ~Jronl! advocates of 
the abolition of capital punishment. ~'l.s a 
l'C~-sult of the n10YC'n10nt in llus.::;ia \Yhich 
hrcu!:(ht about all tho chaos that exists. 
thc"c- strong adYocatPs of the abolition of 
capital punishn1ent wcrt' put into power, and 
no "ooncr did th0y got ,into pov·er than ihcy 
took the liYl'S of men, not by hundreds, but 
by ihou,ancl. 

:\Ir. CoLI.I"S: Kot true. 

:\Jr. 1\.'..0HGAN: Tlwt is a n'ro'rnise-d fa.ct. 
It sc<.'n1s to be tlw GovernnHmt po1nt of vitJ\,. 
that. if a person haYing a djJYcrcnt politiG~d 
yic".Y frnrn theirs is shot bv a fanatic. they 
will applaud the cl'ime. .: Good job," they 
:. '.V. ''he ,,-as YF) u,r, in the world nncl j~ 
fa;, lwttcr ont of it: bnt the man who dici 
it. did it for the cause." Yc·t. on the' other 
hand. if perhaps thcr" j, mmcbod:-· who is 
YCJ7 t;tronglv u~r!-ir~t the Lrrlxmr policy and 
against t}w r)rc~Cllt P<tatC' to \Y·hich QUPPllSht!.d 
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has heen brought, and he takes it into hi' 
hPad to get rid of the GoYernment majorit:c 
of one. (Government interruption.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the h<Cn. 
m Pm her address the chair. 

Mr. :MORGA:'\f: It would be nrv interest
ing- to know \dlat would happen. ·It would 
oc intere,tino; to know "·hether tho death 
penalty ,. ould he c•nfOJTf'd. or course, I Jo 
tHoi 1hill:{ n.nything of that Hnt \Yill happen. 

Then. ''-TC al.~o find in countries where tht> 
<], :nh penalty has bPcn aboli,bed that the 
lH'cpk take the la·w into dwir C\Yll hands, 
and I do not blame the people. I do not 
kno,,- exactly ho\v I v.-ould n.c:t 1nysclf. If 
sc.rnL body hc~r.:.' in Qneensland 1.~. as UoJiber
atoly murdcrc·r1 and -wt~ knc1v capital puni.:;~1-
nJcnt v '·' not likely to b0 pLlt into died. 
although tho mnrdcrPr l>ad !wen hied and 
fnnrul guilty, I clo not know bov· T \Votdd 
ad. 

The SECREIARY FOR HAlLWAYS: \Yould :ml 
like to be hanged if you killed him? 

31r. 2\iORGAN: I certainlY think I shou!cl 
not be hanf"c'cl. These th;ng< happen i11 
An1eric1., and they can happen lwn~ in Au';
tndia if the neoplco know that thP•· h:;.v<' 
no+ the protection of the cic•ath permit:·: 
tnd, in my opir1ion. tha.t pn;tf~C"tion shon]cl 

not be taken a\vav. If thP GoYPnnnent h,l\ p 

thi"' abolition o( capital r:mrlishrn0nt a~ a 
plank of their policy, I ft ·l ·nre that that 
~--oliey should not be intpc·,~ed on the peoplE'. 
Th(' hon. tnf'nlbl'r fnr CrPf.(Cl'_v Gtat 'd that 
the, g-ot into ]JO\H'l' br'crtnse they hnd 'hi:-:; 
plnnk in t~cir polic,v. Tint a n1a.jority of 
20.000 people in QuPcnsland .-otc•d ar,ainst 
that policy, and that goes 1o show that n 
mnjorih of 20.000 people in thi.; Stat~ arc 
again;;:t ihe abolition of enpititl pnnishn18L~ 
and in faYOUl' of its l'CtPntion. This is a 
mcst important mattpr, and the Premrer 
nn~ t rPcognise that be is representing a 
n.inority of the people. 

The SPEAKER: Order! l must ask the 
hon. mcmlwr to deal with the Bill. 

:11r .:\10RGAN: I ,;av that an important 
Bill sut 11 a, this should not be brought in 
by a Go\'Prnrnl'nt represt~ntin_u; a n1inority 
of thP pcop]e. It is too itnportant ThP f _,et 
that there i;; a. pos,ibilitv tlw.t there will L" 
onl~y a rnrtjority of on0 Yote in faYOUI' of 
abolitlon should be tal(("rl into con'lideratinn. 

A GovEn~OIE"'T MDlBEH: \Yhat a llont 1h.1 
Primary Producers' Orgauis:1tion Bill? 

>Yr. 1\'IORG~\N: That 1s an 
difL: rPnt BilJ. Thi:-; ifl a, nlatt?r den. ling 
life <ill<l dC'~·~th. and it has bten tho nolle~' of 
C'uopnsL1nd, and 1ikcsvise of A1 "sh·alia·. ~.-er 
sinc0 it has bc0n Australia. to rPtain capihtl 
punishment.. ':P,h.o A ttorncy-(i-Pncra] "',Y<1_S 
fqrced to-night to go right b "ck into nncieut 
ti'l 0~ to ~ho\Y that the refon11 ,,yas nc•re-s::~rv. 
Tl-c Minister did no!· clc>al ·xith the state ~~ 
a.ff ·irs existing to-dav. :\one of lh aS!,TCL'S 
';~-ith the pr8ct'ice of boiling a 1nan in ~il r!.· 
pitch, or doing l:in1 to death in thn n1o~t 
lw rlw roll'S mFJ,lJner possible, but under the 
nxisting ejrcnmstances tbcr0 shonlcl be cer
tain dcgre0s of puniclmwnt. The rn'ln ho 
cornmit,_, 1vilful murrl.er rnav he sentcnc cl to 
impriso:mncnt for life, and 'yot another rnan 
f'lH~h as ])ccrning, who commits sever£~1 
HJUl'dC>r;;::, ''/ill only suffer the .~amc pen~ lty. 
'Thorr is a difference in degree there. The 
extreme penalty is death, and in m".- opinion, 
'vhere th0 crin1c wa!·t·ants it, that penalty 
should he canied into elf Pet. At any rate, I 
intend to ,-ate against t ho Bill. 

llh. FERRICKS (South Brisban,) : I am 
astounded at the attitude which hon. mem
bers opposite adopt in thei,· remarks towards 
thi.- party. In this Bill \V<' arc supporting 
a. reform in \Vhich \VC believe. rrhe hon. 
rnmnber who has just resurncd his S( at \>:as 
not conbnt to vlace before the House any 
arguments he may ha n~ against it, btlt 
dt"'5CLndPd to a YCry lo\V level, in n1y ovinion. 
,,,-lwn lw cbargr•d this side of the House .",,-ich 
l1<1vlng symv,:t.h.Y with n1urderers and 
criminals generally. I think the aspereion 
\'as tota]h- unv~·arrantc'(L and. whilst it rnav 
haYC' it'". (.on1ic f'ide, it al~o hg~ its scriou'~ 
nspcet, and it is altogether unfair-~in fact, 
it i cont.<'ntptibk-for holl. rnernLers to rnakc 
those stat01ncnts in that ( ,-aclcss fa· hi on. 
ThP h<m. rnl'mbf'r for Albert a. few moments 
c1v,o, svcaking not in that glod hun1o1H which 
lw son10tirnes dlspla~·s, ehargp--l this party 
\Yith b('ing- in f'yrnpath.v '\·iti1 eriminal.:; and 
\Yith crirnt', and on previnns orrasions I have 
lw:n rl him cav in thi Ch. m be r that this 
pnrty catered ·for ]orders and cri111inal;;: and 
othf'l' people of that charo.cter. If these 
gcntlcnH'Jl {l.l'C' going to continue on thosc
liE<'S. this party wil1 hav0 to i'etaliato and 
er:d' avom· to meet tlwm with charges which 
a r(• true'. and not based on a foundation of 
a n:erPl,V atrrwsphPr]r nahll't1 • It is time 
hon. rnernb0r~ opvositt' roalisod that they can
llflt ('al·cle:-sl:v rnakc dwf'o allegations, "'>Yhjch 
arc 'tanPd in the l'rc and g-et ever:; p!ib
licii-;", not on1y in this St~.tc but also 
tlu·or;~hout c•ycry other State. ).Icn in thr: 
mctrol)Olitan area conyPrsant with this party 
w!ll know thcr0 is nothing in the aspersions. 
lmt it 1nn.v not bP the sarnc in tl1e other 
States or i'n other purh of the world. It is 
a defamation, not only of this party .and 
this Government. but also of this Parliament 
and the State of Qu. "mlanrl. 

I b0lirye this is a hn1uanlta.rian proposal. 
\Yhatcvcr attitude this part_,. adopt towards 
Cl'irninals a11d tl~osc ho an' Jn prl:;:,on for 
ofl'ence:.:; ag·ainst the la \Y, it i~ onl? in c.::-1n
fonnity 1:iih tltP \Yhole of (Jlll' po1iC'y a.nd 
progrctmlnP, ~-"·hi eh \VP mn intain is lm~t1d on 
hunHtllitarii11l prinrjp}l'..:, If th-if' Uon:rn
fllPnt during thPir terrn rJf uflicc haye rnadP 
rc,·ni,'--·ion.: in the s,-ntenc '3 of various 
prisonPl~. suro]v it is a f:1ir rhin.~ that l"h" 
athniui:-;tratiye 'hc'ad of t:a' dl·p~trl 
C('rrwd n:av do ;.-o on tlH' rtdYlc, of h1s 
Cl' the' ht·a~l of thP :::.uh-dC'part'dPt;t of pri.- ,In:-; 

\Yhen he iinds thnt there ii' aiJY 111 :t 
and that th(~ prj~q.::Jcr IJut 

bad, is it 11ot n goocl tl-Jin·~ not 
for that prisoner. hut for the· JWoplP 

a-: a whole 1-hat thf' good jn hin1 ~~1n1.dd haYe 
<Jlt opllOrtnnit,v to bo brought ont nnd .hown 
1o tbp Lc:"it adyant.::g·c '? The hon. P1cn1ber 
for 1\ibcl't, aftt'l' c:h;u·gin!~- this (;,H~crnmenr. 

with Lelng in :-·.,vnqHtth -,-.·it1l 
19 p.m.l crinH' and criminnls, in the next 

brPath l'Pirtal'k('ll that ho .:iid not 
hf'lif'YC' i·:1 sa~'ing that. a 111a11·'\vho c·onllnittcc1 
<rl offpn(',' \\';t~ gonf' for 0Y{~l'; that there vvas 
still sonw good in him, allll that g-ood shoulcl 
b·~ gjypn a cbancc. 

2\It·. MoR<"AX: That did not apply to wilful 
rnurdC'r. 

::u,., FERRICKS: In the ho·t. memlwr's 
case. it did. The holl. member for 1\1urilla 
said that this GoYPrtomcnt had sympath:· 
with the 'vilful n1urderer. I :.:av he \Va.<; 

guilty of a contPmptjblc nnd base il1sinuatiou 
when he made that statement. I think that 
altogether too n1nch wpigltt has bC'C~! 
a ttachcd to tho aspect of the extent to "'hi eh 

illr. Fcrrick~.J 
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punishment bv death mav amount as a 
deterrent as against impri~onn~ent for life. 
It is not a ckcp study that I haYC given 
to t.his. but CYCl'Y ti1nc I lnxo read an.vthinrs 
on the mbjcct l ha> c come to the con
C'ln'-ion that criminologists attnch too much 
wei,,ht to the extent to \Yhich c<tpit;d pu:Jish
HlCL:t i2 a deterrent or other\vif;e. I have 
arrived at the opinion that one who has been 
guilty of 111urder or \vho intc!lds to Lo guilt,\' 
of mnrd0r-I do not 'l)C'ak of uninL'ntion~l 
murder or of l11Urder aD nO int0ntionall \. but 
in1puhiYcly, but I an1 spC'aking of InlJrdcr 
committed v.·ilfull:v-I .·a:-· \llllt thL' person 
\.ho coutf'nlplatos the takirn~ of life i~ a 
dc:--porat·· llHl1l or wmnan \Vho would not bo 
deterred fr0n1 his or hPl' intm~tion by a 
c,msidcratjDn of the l'C''.Jtdis. r.rhe lF'l' on .,vho 
hns gone to H10 0xtent of taking C1e life of 
:nlotheT 110r:~on in f'oid blood. in rny opinio11, 
ha~ rcach(1 d a. strrg·o of rncntal d.r·~peration 
\vbcrc· r0snlt;;; of that kind ~.vould not be 
('On,id0rf'cl b:v thnt person. I ha,-e always 
tak(~n that Yic\v. Tho hon. n10lnl,cr for 
\Vinds.-r. ' iw leads the C\'ationalist parte·. 
took ns bnck ;;;on1o huudr0ds of vc<'!rs and 
quoted tllc opinions of p0opJe for ~~i-uJ agai~·:;;:t 
capit-.] pnni.;;;Jun0nt. \Ve rlain1 that rivilisa~ 
tion has 1nndc son1c lll'OgTc:-:;~ durillg- those 
hundl'ed;-:; of ycar3, mHl it is Eot a fC~i]· thing 
to quote th0 opinion of ~o-•lc 1nan 300 or 
400 or LOOO }"L'ar;, ago in reg-ard tn rap'tal 
pFni~hntr-~lt. "\Ye (·3.n clairn that o1ne 
dva~ cc h·~:-:; been rnade. tllr1t prop;lT.~' js 

being rnru-lc.>, and that furthPr progress ~honld 
bu ainl(~d n.t. As th0 hon. nlP1r!lJ0.:.' for Bris~ 

l'P!1I1lld3 n1c, -it 'YiJl lK~ intcrc~ting to 
1 he attitude of :::o•11P ho:1. JncrnbPrs 

on the oihf'r side of the }] OlhO w11en a yotc 
is g-iyen for or n gainst. this Bill. I rofer to 
hon. gentlc11en like the hon. 1nrn1bPr for 
Enog-gcra. tbc hon. nJcrnber for I~n _r1ah, fho 
hon. mt n~bor for Carnrtr\·orL the ho·1. n1r -H~ 
ber tOl' Kurilpa, and the hon. member for 
MutTum!Ja, who, \vith the exception of the 
hon. m;,m!Jrr for Kurilpa, went to the other 
~.ide of i.h,~ world with tfJc ..':\nstrali. n l:'oldier~. 

Hon. \V. II. B.mxEs: And fought for us. 

::\Ir. FERRICKS: "\.nd did not get much 
of a return frorn n1an;~ of your dn~s for 
f!ghti~g fur you. It ~s 'TO!:thr of notice 
that the Au,tralirtn soldir,··, as " cla'" were 
the only soldiers who, during· t11P ,~·orld war, 
'"''i'O not subject to the death peualt~·. 

I\h. KIHWAX: The·.· v ere the best behaved 
troops on the wc~tcrll front. 

Mr. FF.RRICKS: The hon. gentlemen 
oppc~ite knovv ,,Dmcthing- of the fight v1hich 
was put up in the F0dr,ral Parlia1nont 
again't the abolition of ea pi tal punichmont. 
The~ 11r01Ldal to bring the A.nstrallan troops 
under the san1o punishabl~ conditions as 
opented in the Imperial Army was yory 
~trongly ad nnwcd, and had the ~Jupport of 
the military junt>t of Australia and of the 
heads of tlw n1iJltary departn1cnt, together 
with a gToat deal of support and Rympathy 
in the C':nnmo'1werrlth Parliament. But the 
Australian soldiers thomsch-os, bai·l<ed up 
be- the c\ustralian La!Jour party, fought tooth 
and 11all against the propo:ia} to Lring the 
.\ustralian ;oldiers undt'r the death penalty 
('Onditions that oneratr•d in connection with 
tho Im:1erial An;_,-. It is a standing tribute 
t<l the ~Au~tralian sphit. 'vhich shovred signS 
of rebellion again· t the impo .. ition of such 
dr.--,tic rnnditinn:-;. So 0Ycrv one of those 
hon. gentlemen will be boun'd. in the name 
of consjstcncy and of duty, to sup. port the 

[Jlr. Ferricks. 

second reading and the further etagu of tlus 
Bill whou it comes to a Yote. The question 
of whether a gr0atcr or n. le.;;ser 11um bc-r of 
m.urdcrs ha~ been connnittcd i11 Qu~onsland 
dtFin(r the tern1 of office of this GoYcrnrrlf'nt 
Car~no7 be taken into ron:;id CT~t;,on. bC"causo 
it is admitted--and it mLl't. be-that the four 
or five V('ar-"' "·orld-wide carnan·e has had the 
result o'f ca~sing life to be hell cheaply. Wo 
know that is ordv too truo. .....~s ilw leader of 
the Kationalist )nrty said. it j, one of the 
aftern1aths of ''"ar. The hon. !.ncrnber for 
Albrrt said the samP thing. Whatever it has 
been in Queensland, it has b en nothin~·, in 
eompariscn with ~xhat it has been in the othrr 
States of the Commonw -alth. It is a com
n1on tL.ing to read, in ITgard to Sydney and 
::\Iclbourn'2 narticularlv. and :;;:ou1etin1c·~ in 
H'~arcl to thC other cai)itals. that nn ordin~r.v 
~ ardcn ,·nriety of burglar. if he j., intercepted 
or intcn·uptcd in the carrying out. of his 
operations. will think nothing of potHng- hvo 
or· thro:.:- polic2n1~~n if they con1c in hls wa:v. 
So I sa)' the syst~m of inflicting capital 
lJUlli~hrncnt has not bt>~n n deterrent in any 
St'~tc. The hon. n1en1bcr for J"Ylurilla 
attributes tho~P crirncs to ihc densitv of 
population. That has nothing to do -with 
tlw hanging or othcrv,'ise of one who has 

guilty of taking life. It is v;cll known 
innocC'n~ JP0ll ha vc b0c•n hanged. There 

i.; no getting awa~r fron1 that fa_ct. It is far 
better to tako the attitude ach·anced by 
oomo hon. members on tlv other side of the 
f-Ious0: t1wt i-rH arccratiou dnring the tenn of 
a. cri1ni·uti's natural lifP js a. grr:ttcr punish~ 
rnPrt t.h Hl ~uspending hirn at thP end of a 
rope. I arn going i-o tak0 thnt Yiew in 
~ c1.pporting this DilJ-that it is better to put 
a n1urd\'l'er in prison ;-- nd protert society 
fro n him. rathpr than routinue t.hc un~ 
c1Yili:::cd. brutal, and inhunnn practice of 
hanging hin1 at tho end of a rope. 

Mr. KERR (Enoo!fcm): I agree with the 
hon. m<'m!Jc-r for Murilla, that tho impor
t a ne(~ of this snbjort cannot be ex a ggeTated. 
Before I go any further, I would like to 
correct the staterncnt n1ade by the hon. 1nen1-
bcr for Sonth Briobane in rc>gard to the 
absence of the death sentence iH connection 
with the Australian Imperial Forr:e ·. That 
hon. nv'mbcr Pas n1isuraler~~ood entirely the 
whole situation. If a n1an in 1-hc Au:;:tfalian 
Imnerial Forr('R con1miitPd nJurdPr he 1-\a.S 
tri~cl Ly a ci,·il court in EHglaJI(l, and. if 
he: v'ere convicted, he receiYcd th0 pE'nalty
th,_.t is, capital punishment. It cannot be 
-;aid for a mon1rnt that doing a\Yay ·with 
ea Dihl l)Unishment in the Australian Im
pc~-rial- F~orcc~ had anything- to do w~th this 
ubjoct. 

:\h·. FEHR!C-~S: If an An,,tralian 'oldicr 
dc~0rt,1d from the army at the front, he was 
1wt d10t. b tt an Imperial solcli :r was. 

:\1r. KERR: Ye's; LJUt that has nothing 
to -do ·with rnurdcr. - A soldier who desc1 rts 
is gctt1ng a \V ay fron1 tlJc op11orl.unity . of 
f'CD1lllithng n1urckr. The question of cap1tal 
punishm(:nt for dt:sertion in the A ustra1i an 
In;pcrial Forces has nothing to do with this 
matter at all. 

l\lr. FEnRICKS: An Imperial •-oldicr would 
be shot for desertion. 

:Y1r. KERR: Y cs. I ha ,-n no time for the 
nr1nc1plo of shooting a soldier for desertion. 
I had the experience of seeing a squad put 
r~n Imperirrl soJdi0r to dcrJh for dcsorti,HL 
That is a sceno that will perhaps live in my 
mcmor:v for cvor. Had that nHm been 
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,, .luvictcd of m1n:dC'r, I haY(' no hesJtation in 
~a\·intt th:1J it, would not ha\ c affectPd nw as 
il- ·aff;_,"ctf'd rue whon I knf'\Y that he wa'"i bcino· 
llUlli:'hl'd fo1· dc'.rrtinn. Dc~f'!..'tion 1nav b~ 
a ntattcr of temperan1cnt. ~ 

Mr. FERRTCKS: Desertion bv a soldier is 
W<'t'- th .n mur-der. · 

"vir. KERR: I want to dis)>el tlw delusion 
of the ho11. n1cmb·~r for South B:t·isbanP. 
-:\lu!·dl'l' and dc:Prtion c:1nnot be di~·cussed 
togct.lH--'r in any shape or forrn. 

}.fr. I:'ERHILKtl: Dc5crtion rnight rncan t.l1f' 
tJlnrdcr of a thousand ,_ .. )lcli r.-5. 

~,j r. I\::ERl~: I do not know what th0 hon. 
lnf'l!lber rnca.ns by saying that. In the course 
of rn:v duty as a soldier I found it uecessary 
ro kill a man. If I had not done that. he 
\Yonld ha\·C' kil10d nH:. That brings us do\Yn 
to t !1r~ rnaiu prlnciplf' of this BiJl--thP glor:v 
cf hft·-thc inclination to li\ ~· and th(• fear 
nf dc•atlt. It. is thC' {1-·-~r of d('atl1 and tlw 
han::::man that act~ a:-; a dl' -prrcnt and i,:, 
J?~iHg to pn·Y<'nt rnurder. I gu 1rantce tlnt, 
~f n;v hon. Hlernlv•r...:; oppof'ite h-.d 1·o go 
1n.Lo ::-O!~le d:lngcr just no\\", th y won1d ht -;i
tate to n1cet- th( ir death. );ilH't,V-llille p('l' 
(', n'~· of the pcop]p wo:1ld hesit:ttc. \Ye- ea11 
-quite underst-1nd the' hnn. rn rnl>t'l' for South 
11ri:-b -llP trdking nbont hon. nH·mbers on thi:-; 
idc of tho 11 cusP, and Ul('ntioning the fact 

th;,t tho- Goycrnnwnt associated \Yith 
{_·rirninals. \Vh:, he hap_ that unfortuntte 
plar·c i !1 his own dee <Jrat.? of South llri .
baHL', •_nd naturallv, a::: the rn•~n1ber reprc
S('Etlng thwu ekdol·rdc, he \Yon1d go tl1crc 
. nnd n· ,of'lat') with then1. 

~Ir. FERRICKS: You arc v:rDng. :VIr. 
Sp2akcr, I rise to a point of order. 'The hon. 
lH0tubeT. for Enoggcra is '\".Tongly saying that 
1 lHtYe 111 Iny elcc~orniC' fln in,,titution that 
b; l'~>ours a1l the criminals in ()ucenslaud 

:\lr. KERR: I did not sav a~vthincr of the 
bn~ · · b 

The SPEAK.ER : Order ! In the first place, 
the hon. memt>cr must accept the denial of 
tho hon. member fm· South Brisbane. and in 
the second place, J::e is not in ordo· in imput
!llg 1mproper motlYt='. 

~Ir. KEP;R : I acc·cpt exactly \Yhat you 
~ ::y, i\lr. Speaker. The hon. mcn1bcr for 
~outh !3ri ,l_mnc took up an uttitude, and I 
arn dc•tend1ng the attitude \'t-hjeh \YO mtt\' 
t"ke up-\Yhich. I am quit. entitled to 
do. Boforo tlns GoYcrnment came into 

they had thio, rrwasurc on their 
progran11ne, and it has taken t.hcn1 

• ve•1 :-ears to at.h~n1p- to bring it into force. 
~1-igurP". cliselo~! that during thP b·::.t three or 
lour yc'nrs two men have been executed. Tho 
fig~H"('S rc~tlly di~closc- nothing: tlwy can be 
i 1

-' Jstod any \V ay yon like. It is Je...,,ircd to 
nhrdi~h c.--pital punL-lnncnt so that it can be 
:-.aid that it \Yas done as tho result of thP 
decrf'a:- -, in crin1e under Labour adrnin11'-,tra
tion. Crin1c has not dccr0ased under Labour 
adnl1Hi='tratirn: it has been the re"ult of 
the nrttural cdU<"ltion of tho people. Some 
ni the greatcn anthoriti::: ,. in the world 
attribute the dt>crease in crin1o to education 
<.nHl ach·ancernent. 

A GoYERxm;xT ME}IBER: Under " Labrmr 
GoYGrnment? 

KERR: Ko. It ho.s decreased in 
e:"cr,v p-art of the world. I coul.c] quat.' 

fig-urr"" 111 ~U~)f"ort of the Cl rgu1ncnt but I 
trl not intr'nd to tal{(~ up the time' of the 
1 fo;u.e with statistics. To quote what 

.cc'n~uric,, ngo, to pick ont scare 
1n A!ucrican papers, and to quote 

::=.t,n~jcs p~cturcd by Inf'n v.•l1o haYc he0n paid 
to yj .nalis!? thoil' pxpcrioncPs in connection 
~sirh penal ~0rvitnde <lncl hanging for the 
b nefit of thPir r0adrrs is no argument at all. 
I nn1 afraid that the GoYcrnmt>nt arC' allovv
iEg ::-cntirncnt to CJV0r-run their conunon 
:-;L'nsc. I£ a rnan con1cs into any other rnan's 
f~unilv and CDlllDlits a murder, t}ulru j:-; onlv 
en:- thing for it, without 11 ·ing blooclthirstv_:_ 
it is purely "- qu~stion of blood for blood. 
I: is ack!Jowlf'dp;C'd by hon. 1110111ber3 OllPO

t'Le that, jf a bnrg·lar C0n1n1ittcd any offence 
or1 :::n,\" lUC:nlwr of thf'lr farnilies, even 
murder, thc,v in turn \\-ould murder. If tb 
husband or fathn does not happen to be 
on tbc spot at the very n1ornent, \vhy should 
not th0 Stah~ dt'p in and carry out what 
would ha Ye been c 1rried out by thosp COll

C'-'rn::d y rrhat is logic'. Isolated (;:~sos should 
nut cnt-.::1· into this discus ,ion at all. Ono 
principle calls for another principle of equal 
distinction, and, vi.~ hen \Ye t .1mc to the 
gu1ncl princl11lc nf llltu·dcr, it is a grand 
pl'in(;irJle to pnni:;,h tlwt nnudcrc-r by ,death. 
The ..:\tt0n1c~ -G neral quo. rd n nun1h:.. r of 
countri( s whcl"~ capital puni~hment i~ uot 
c:urird out. One of thost~ countl'ics .\vhcrc 
C'-lJlital pullislnnent i::; abc1isllcd is Russia, 
aud hL ?· lllClll~~~l':i C<-lll judge that. C'CJUlltl-~ .for 
thcnl~f'lYC'~. \': hy, th y a!'e dotng not.;Jng
cl:-::c there but Inurclcring. Tllt're are quit·~ 

nnrnbcr of cantons iu Sv•:itz0rland and 
othPl' cou:ilh·ic", that ha YP :: l1oli:::hed capital 
pue!sh111ent., hn~ thcr' are other countries 
\\ hir·h, that after having· abolished it, have 
a cain brought it into vractit e. Th;_ re are argu
Incnt~ for ancl agHin"!>t C;tpital punishnlent . 
I hPlicT,Tc that c0rtain po'··cr should be given 
to irnpu r a S{'lli nee :-uch as v:ould nu~e-t the 
ut::~c if thc·re ore mitip:ating circunlstance::;:;, 
There arc cer-lain cYrcnn1,,tancp ::,u·ronnding 
~uch c ··irnc~ \Yhich will he t-aken intn con~ 
~idcration b,v a just jury under our jury 
~·.-stern. ,.-\ Rovul Conunission selcct:->d bv 
tlw House of Commons on this question o'[ 
murder n::ported-

" 1. l'l1urder committed with expressed 
1nnlj( e aforPthought, ;;;uch mnrdpr to be 
found as a fact by a jury." 

Meaning that capital punishment should, 
under no circumstances, be carried out. The 
stc·ond clause of the finding reads-

" 2. Murder committed with a view to 
th8 perpetration or escape after the 
perpetration, or attempt at perpetration 
ot murder., ars~n, rape, burglary, rob
bery, or p1racy. 

Capital punishment is justified in that con
nection. If a man commits murder he tries 
to cover it up, t1nd such a man is entitled 
to be \veil and trulv hanged until he is truh 
dead. I look upon the matter from a 
corrln1on-scn~l' ·nuint of ylew. To rnv 111ind 
the fact that the law permits capital ·pnnish
n1cnt to be carried out is keeping civilisation 
where it should be, and is preventing those 
who comn1it offences such as murder from 
enjoying the pri-..,-ilegcs enjoyed by those \Vho 
Jiq, decent, houest livE-!. I ~:'~~11 ha·vc 1nnch 
r, 1 Pa sure in voting against the second rBttding 
of this Bill. 

Hox. VI'. H. BARC\ES (JJulimlw) : The 
Minister, in introducing this Bill, went h~ck 
quite a number of years, and I take it that 
it ls YC'ry largeiy a q:-tostion chat -w~~ h::t\ e to 
deal with as it exists to-day. I am quite 
prepared to ,,ay that. after all, in making a 
dcci,ion as to what ie to be do'Je it is 
purely a mr, tter of a man's conscience and 
belief. One has a right not to view this 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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question in a manner which creates levity, 
because it is a question of life and death so 
far as individuals are concerned, and I 
regret very much that the tone of the debate 
in some respects has indicated the want of 
that seriousness that should exist in connec
tion with the question before us. The hon. 
gentleman in introducing the Bill, made 
reference to the fact thaJ the JUry syston1 
hrrd failed, if I followed him correctly. 

The ATTOR~EY-GE)lERAL: That is not correct. 

Ho01. vY. H. DAHNES : That it had failed 
:-;o far as capital crin1es are concerned-that 
juryrrH'n, as a rule, arc so afraid to bring in 
a verdict of "guilty " in connection \vith a 
majorit, of the people who were arrested 
for murder. That, I dare say, is true to some 
extent. If I were in the position of a 
juryman, I am bound to say that, if there 
\Yas a shadow of doubt as to whether the 
man >vas guilty or not, I would givo the 
prisoner the benefit of the doubt. That is 
what every just man should do, especially 
where life and dr:ath arc concerned. That 
would explain very largely the position 
which. no doubt. jurymen take up. I believe 
in the jury system. I believe that the men 
\vho are :-un1rnoned to aceopt such important 
responsibilitih in the main follow their con
sciences and do what they believe to be right. 
\Vhat is the position after sentence of death 
has been passed? I ha vc hcon in the posi
tion of a man .,-ho has had to go through 
tho depositions and initial the papers as to 
whether a man should be put to death or not 
--I au1 speaking just IJOW frmn the staud
point of tlw man who would do it without 
casting any reflection on hon. gentlemen who 
view it in a different light. I take it that 
no n1an ... -.-ould initial papers to can7 out tho 
death sentence unless lw felt absolutclv sure 
in his m•.-n mind that the person was guilty. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLlC IXSTHUCTIO~ : 
You wero simply can::ing out the law. We 
\\-ant to abolish that. 

IIo~. \Y. H. BAR:'\ES: The hon. gentle
Inan ought to know that t-he GoYernor in 
Council has the right to say what the final 
•.'ntcnce hnll be; and do you not. i11 any 

case, get a report from the judge? I am 
not ,ca_,-ing that judge, are infallible any 
moro tlwn nwmbcrs of ihis I-Iouse are infal
lible. The best of ns make mistakes, and 
c'OU have to get. a report from the judge. At 
any rate, I got one, and a nwmbcr of the 
Cabinet rc:.td:, tho papE~r;-; and initials th€'m 
before the seutol!ce can bP carrir-:1 out. The 
fact rm:nains-it is admitted on bnt.h side:.; 
that there arc mon in the community >vho 
cannot or do no rc-.;train thcm··,elvc:o;. I have 
a great deal of sympathy-! do not say it is 
any justi!'tcation--bur I han• a great deal 
of syinpath-.- for the man v_ ho, perhaps. in 
a n1ornt>nt nf passion, dons solnPthing "1,-hich, 
perhaps. ho is aftcn'. ,trd~ CX('•'cdingly sorry 
for; hut I have no s"mpathv for a man 
such as we re.,d about qt1it1e rec"entlv-I think 
I "m right in saying some>rhcn' in" the \Vide 
Bav District-where some coloured lad 
battered a wornan to de-ath. I bavo no 
sympiithy for that kind of brute. 

The l'HE',!IER: Tlu.t cace is sub judice_ 

Rox_ \Y. H. B~\R:"o;ES: I am sorry that I 
rnadc a11y connnont n bont a case that is sub 
judice. I will deal no.,· with a case we knon 
of outside Australia. Can any man have 
any sympathy for the brute or brutes who 
got into a railway train and, with a hammer 
or some other i:nstrun1ent, battered a man to 

[lion. W. H. Barnes. 

death? Can you have any sympathy for that 
person? 

The PRE:\IIER: No clccent man has any 
sympath:,- with them. 

Ho~. vV. H. BAR~ES: I know I am only 
echoing the sentiments of c;-ery member in 
this House quite apart from party-can you 
lnno any sympathy with a ruffian or with 
a villain who will do to death, it may be 
sonw little innocent girl-deliberately do her 
to d<•aih 1 The question arises as to which 
is the b1ct method of preventing offences 
like thaL \'\'hat is the position to-day? I 
venture to say, 2\Ir. Speaker, that in your 
own home-I am not suggesting for one 
rncnnent anything impropcr~I venture to ;:.ay 
that if some villain came and tried to do to 
death sorncone in you1· o·n:n home, you would 
be there to sco if you could get him out of 
the way, if possible, even to the extent of 
clolng billl to ·death: and no onP '·'Ou1d Llamt} 
,'on for it. We all feel that it is imperative 
UllOll us to protect our ovvn homes. I venture 
to ny that. in the interests of the com
munity generally, and rcaily in the interests 
of the man who will not try to control him
elf, it is absolutely nec<"-sary there should 

be something to prevent him from doing 
what he is disposed to do. There are unfor
tunates to be found in all our communities
men who place very little .-alue upon human 
life. and I believe in having on our statute
book a law which says that the death penalty 
may be carried out as b~ing absolute!•: neces
sary in the interests of the community 
generally. Just as there is not a man in this 
House who, v ith all his heart, would not say 
to a sick man or the relatives of any person 
who h:1s been removed by death, that they 
.-ery heartily sympathise with them, so I 
bclie,-e that there is no Government, what
C'Ver brand they may be, that would not look 
for the lenient side, if there was any doubt 
in connection with the guilt of any man 
J,rought before them. 

At 9.30 JUn .. 
Thn CU·\IR~,IAX OF Co:.l\IITTEf.:.:' (:\lr . .f~ir

'yan, JJrisbanc) re1ieYPd thL' Speaker 111 thP 
chair. 

Ilox. \\'. H. IL-\RKF:S: Tlwrdcr,;,, J sav 
that it vnndJ be al;:;;olutcJy against th:~ 
juicl'('f:t-:\ <;i th0 C'O:ll'dllllit\' tn n mo\·c thi~ 
lu iron ihe s1.atute-buok ·b:." thi::- an1cndiug 
Bill. Th:tt b(_iug :.-o, uly duty I~ lH'rfL•ctl.v 
( ~cc-~.r I bf'lil'vt~ it '"onld L~· t~gaim.t, the 
!Idc>rcsts of t}H' comn1unit~,·. a11d !''ornethil1g 
\Yh-;ch \rould a~,sist to'···ard..: the dc::truction 
of our y(:..ttrl!..!." li£.~ In ,,·onu? ea~- and t··nnuds 
1 he pn~·onnt_lrt'l!Jt·nt of 1 ho·,~ thln~ ·· vd1ich 
"·ill hnY{' th.._, ('£f0ct of rnakinr life le:':; 
\·<duablP in the- CYl'3 ( f ,.o:rw. and thrrC'·fon• 
1 rh· l1 Yut~~ aga'..I~~t tht~ Bill. 

Mr. :V.\CGREGOR (Jlrrtl This Dill 
t'inbrar~- n1 .ttnr-:, which ari·r' tilllP to 
tinH~ in tbe hi6torv of the world; it is alrnosr 
~L lw rd\' aunua], ;_s far ;_;_ th·-: hinnry of tlH~ 
,nn·id ], ccr:(·C ,·nr~ci. Xo douLt tht~ Gon:ru
IHf'ut can Iind plenty of g:oocl educatC'd 
1lJCtHdtt i11 ~upport .of tlwir propo-ition. Tho 
<lifli<;lll•·v i:; alv,·,-;_v~ to St'll<!J'Htl' frmn it thn 

-~L'llflliJ('llt,;~]t!V '\-Ull~~dW,l\'::1 find in COll

llC _. vitn it-. in "o.'tH: of wl~id1 the .. '\_ttor-
1H'7·-C(J1f'ral indulged this f'V(·niug-. He also 
in;lulgcd jn a good deal of spccial_plea_ding, 
t~;king out one or t\li.IO {'\'::'lltS over the hi:-'tory 
of a long pf'riod, and relying on . son1e 
rf'n1nrk~ of a minoritv. Xo doubt, be1ng n 
member of a party "-hich rc>!H'L('nts a 
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lliincrrity of tho e!ector;::, the reading of the 
vp~ntCJ}S expressed in a minority r£"port is 
q ll!.:t~ ~n kcr>ping-. Tl:~ • quc2tionL has to be 
tlc,cidL'cL nnd y, :11 b(' decided. a~ :~ol!lf' hon. 
n:emhe-_''3 have llC'll't~ J cut, ;-;<JnH•tim-Ps bY the 
Ju~a d c~nd ~ern r:ti rlt('<; l~y the heart. rrhc ,, diffi~ 
c·fllt;.~ IS to fln(_l out v ilich \Ya\~ is correct. I 
take- it th·J,t the pl'O'J{>"ition to~ abolish canital 
plmishucnt mc.ms. that thPn' is nothing "that 
a lllf'Inb.._•r of socicly ran tlo for ,~_.hlch he 
~1!uulcl he Jl 1 ~ni -~w(] lnT d('atli-no nnssi·•1

" 

con<lud on hi.; part that ~hould be punished 
\vith a cl Path sentcuf -·· I i.lLink 1 here' arC' 
ilHlny of u:, ·who rpeollcrt in~tanePs. c·vcn 111 
n1odcrn duys-('yen during the last fpv, 
\Veeks-ea::;C:-'} of horrible rnnrdor by pc·op]o 
\Yho had a. _good rnan:v advantage~. Thcrn is 
an old saymg to the elfr>ct that the ~reater 
tl~r'. ad\'antages the gTC'atC'r the l'e~"lponsi
blht,. of the pcrwu <"Ollc<'rncd. I clo not 
kno'': hovv it appear~, to otbcr hon. mombrrs, 
but 1t scc'ms to rne that thC' pui.JGTit'r is the 
~\ro:.;t de~ pi cable p~r .·on in th.~ coJnnntnity. 
I hero was a ca~e 111 England in \Yhich the 
murderer suffered the dc.tth penalty a fow 
\YCC'ks ago, in whit'h a rnan \vho~ w ts a 
. ··olicitor, and .a ,-crv highly t'dncat?d n1an 
and therefore il10 lnon'. 1 ~ be cm.tdPrnll<'d: 
gaye hi~ wift1 dose of <H~Pnic frorn tinrc to 
ti_rne, nnd evcntuall:· gave her a Jos-e \rhlch 
krllf'd lwr thre(~ davs aftpr\Yar-d~ Durillcr 
thosr three days he 'pretended to be horro;'
stl'uck at her corHlition. ar1d to be ~--ET\' sorrv 
for lwr. Ho wtts com!eanwLl to Lk~th £o.r 
l!Jurdor---

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: Cnpital pun] h
nwnt did not deter him. 

:'.Ir. ::WACGREGOR: Is he l!Ot "·orthv of 
capital punif'hn1cnt. even if it diU not -Llctcr 
~in1? I~ not that a ( J.:'e \i\'hCl'P capjt,:l puu
JShment should ban' been inflicied' The 
point is this: If you a re going to ha vo 
:-.orict~·, with ~'F'urity of lif2 nnd property
perhaps hon. n1cmbcn; on th0 cthci' s1(1o 
ohj<>rt to prope1t.'·, but securitv of life 
~hould be one of the fnnda•Hf·ntab~tho 
grcatN ihe s<·nu·ir.,· {)£ life in that 
th(1 brtter thL~ societ;' i~. If vou arc 
to nJlow "Jll1C lllt ·nbcri' of ~uci~tv to ])l'C!'"" on 
oHwr n1en1bers of so, irtv-all()\Y thenl tn 
p1·c·v0nt life frorn bc•in£ E=-~cun·-von ·are 
g-oing tD do a Ycry dangerDLts t1tiilg. Tht~ 
.-\ttorilC',V-GPncral ay", and ~on1c other on 
1hC' otlv?r siJe have . 1.irl t'J0. that h· advocctt
in:-:; the retentlon of capital puni--hn1c11t \Ve 

are imbruing our lEtnct, i11 the bLod of the 
hang0d n1 ,n. But Jnr;;; it not apykar to the 
hon. gcutlcllE'n that if. bv r<' 1;011 of the 
nbnlition of capital puni:--hn1cnt. 11 won1a11 i 
poisone_d ll('Xt y,rP 1 ~. nr a ]!tt1o girl out
rn.ged 111 th0 bu-..11. """ou 1U'l1 to :-.nrne PXh1 nt. 
responsibl for that 'outrngc .. -that vou haYo 
assisted in it'? You have to look~ at both 
sid{':'· I clo not thi:nk auyhod;: c :1n b~: dog
nJatlC' abont \Yhethc·r c 1pital puuish1ncnt dof•s 
operate a.;; a dctC'rrcnt. ThC'r1...~ al'c othm.~ 
infhtPllces at v;urk 1n ~~)riP1Y-tl e inflncncP 
of the church'S a1:d th0 ~.·1H;oh. Tht'\" n1av 
be ln:-.senin;:r the nmount of crin1r. · It i.s 
qnih~ a natural thing, I ::;;hou]{l think. tlwt 
man has ddorrl'd L_v tlw thought that 
nrurd(·e oh·c., r;1pitrrl nunish1nr-nt. YoH 
c.1nnot tel1 how man~; timeS pcoplf' hu;.-e bl'L'~l 
<1etcrrcd by the thoPght of c' pit~] punish· 
n1cnt: so the f1~ ... urc:3 do not ~oen1 to Iac to 
be reliab~0 a!· alL I thin1c that thf>l'O a1.·c 
ca:5e:"l. at1d have bcc'n case~, .and unfortu~ 
IHlt(~I:v will be ca~f's, ·in \Yhirh the onh: pPn
ishmcnt that can bo thoup;ht o£ i:; thr' ,lc.nh 
penalty. For tlw protection of life, to 

Pnablc us to go about ou!~ bu~int:'.3S a:1d oue 
"cork without anY thoun·ht of the assassin 
h0hilld u;;, and the dr l~icab1c poi~oneJ' bv 
~rugs, \Ye are not going f~ir \vrong in kcc'J)
mg: that scntencP upon tho stutute-hook. I 
qu1tc agr.·o with ben. nH'nlb<'r,;; ·on botl1 sldc:-' 
\.vho ba ·y(' n~cutioncd ea ~s of rnurdcr when· 
the rriuw ha~ been cmnrnith•d in thf' ht:at of 
lHJ::-.sion. That is the C'L~e vvherr- the- Crown's 
prcrogatiyc of rnerc_v could n hva:v;-:; be c·x·Pr
(·i~ed, and I do Lot thj11k aw.l}odv \Yould 
{)bjrct to its cxorci '" in 'e1r-h ·" cC:s0. \V c 
krww that pnl11ic- feeling- is not to br• !J·u;tt•d 
in conHection with nny horriblP outragf'. 
That \' shovvn 111) to t hC' hl]t. in i\L,lbourne. 
when tlw man Ro''' was hanged. At the 
last momPnt 700 or 800 omen petitioned to 
haYe his. sentence comn1utcd. 

Mr. ConsER: Not in the district where· he 
comrnitt< cl the murder. 

:\:Ir. ::\IACGREGOR: If it WL·r<' a matter 
for leYity, I might say that the opposi· 
bon to capital punishElCYlt on the part of 
the Govf~rnrncnt c0n1e;:; bf'C'au3e the \Yorcl 
"capital" i, in it. An,\·thing that has to 
{10 \Yith "cnpital" thPy objr>ct to ycry rnueh . 
The .. \ttonH'Y-Gell'1 l'a1 rt'ff'lTPd to the f'Olll
n1iS :ion ,·-hirb was app{JinL'd in J1~11gland in 
1865, ancl pirked <Jut four Df thP rninority, 
.and ga vc th,_,ir exprf'ssion~ of opinion. But 
let us look at 1 he ·whole thi11~-:- aud see "':vhat 
happen 'd. There were ~ tnin ~~cntlPnlf'n 
appoint0d. some of ~~·ho~-.· !l-".Hlc-.3- an~ \Vol1 
knovn1 to CYPrvbodv. Thev \VCrP th0 Duke 
of Hichmond. iord.Stan]c~;. lk Lu,hingtoll, 
n ''-f'li-known dort.1r of civil ]aw, Sir .John 
Tay1or Co1rridgr·. rrhornaf' O'IIagnn. Attor
nrv-Grncr•d for Ireland .• Jrune,., MonericfL 
H~ratio \Y"ddinp;ton .. John Rrirht. \Yilliam 
Ewart, Gathornc Ifanl~,'- Gcorp:c \Ynr(l 
Ilunt, aud Charles Neatr. Tt \YUS a coJnnn~
sion to iHquirc-

" into the proYi~ions arHl operation~ of 
the ]a\YS now in force in the Unitorl 
J{ingdom under and b.\· \'irrue of \vhi_ch 
thr pnnislnncnt of de '.th nwy 1Jc 111-

fiirh'd upon prr2ons rnnvict('d of CPrta~n 
crirnt:'::., and al~~o int,.J the ll1(11ln'•r 1n 
whicb can1ta1 sc!ltf·1H'CS ~re c .u-ricd into 
cxecution

1

.'' 

Thoro 1vas c.1, frcond con1n1ls~jon issued to the 
r tme gentlemen. As a matter of fact, they 
dirl. not cornc to Rnv ronclusicr: on the qncs
tion of the abolitio"n of crrpital Jltmi·hmcnt. 
The rnatt.cr i' all SUll1Hl l'i <'d here. rrh(' 
report p,a~vs- . 

"]"\Ianv '\;'itn0~";;:.f··., hnYC! l-t~"n cxan11necL 
[l.nd a c:ln'fnl s.nmmar\ of their cvidonr:• 
T.Her. de:-; tbis report. ~ 

" In. addition 1o this oral tcstitTIOY1Y. 
c :<rtain cpte~tions haY(~ been nddrc. >tsC'd to. 
and ans·, ('1 3 rc::ocivcrl frrnn, nearl~v all 
the nations of EtUDP'::', (lncl some of t.hP 
Sbtes of t'te "l'nitf•cl Shtcs of Amcricfl. 
with regard to the la~\:.; relating to thc
punishlnC'nt of d •th cxi:-.tin~:"" in thm3{1 

eountriL'S rc'-'pcctive:ly. 
'' The opinions of ~11 Her :iia.jesty', 

judges in Engla1HL lrC'l:lnd, and Scot
land, r~s well a<J. of otlH·r emiw~nt 
<'rirninal lu'\"}"01:", have teen rrquc~tcd 
upon t.ho f'xpctlit'TIC'. · of P1aking- any 
alteration in the la: ') lll~dcr v-:hich the 
11unislun0nt of d( _•th n1ay ~10\Y bA infl ictcd 
uyJOn persons COH' ictf'd of Ct'rtain crimes. 

" In anS\Vl'r to thj,.:; r£·quest, smnc of 
th0 jndg-e·;, fw.ve sC'nt in st.atf'll1ents of 
their views, while others have attended 
before the Commission and verbally 

Mr. Macgregor.] 
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statPd their opiniqns. The "hole of the 
cvi·dt:nce. both oral a11d dncnrnentary, 
will be fonnd in the nvpcndix. 

" rrhe Cornrnissjorv ro" forbear to enter 
into the ahdrrrct qncstion of the expcdi~ 
eneT". of abolishing or rnnilltaining crr.pit_,_l 
puniRhn1cnt, on y;-hich "nbjcrt tlifferc.1ccs 
of opiniDn exist a.!.r:.Jng thcn1. but thL.~· 
nrP nJl nf opinion that c-:1tain altera
tions ought to Le rnade." 

The nanlC'S of the witnr ·~cs arc givPn, and 
there i;.; a snnunarv of the evidence on this 
pojnt of t1lc aboliti.~n of c:tpitnl punishment. 
The I{ight I-Iouonra blc Lorc1 Cranworth, 
\vho ha A had consi·dcrablc j c:dicinJ cxpt!"i
Pnec, said~ 

" Scc{lndary pnnislnnent is I.'Jt suffici
ently dctprring, but t:1c· fl a1· of ch~ath js 
~o n1ore than arn; oth0r. 'rlw cr1r:1c of 
Ylltlrder rc•uuin ::-., t1v lliOt>t dcterrin .
pnnishrrH'"nt. ~ The cri~ninaJ cl us_;:; thi1 1k 
that. jf death C11Sucs fr-otn the crirnr ~ ia 
·~ 1tich tllG~v are cn~age 1, thc.-..T will br~ 
h<wgccl: this has a most ,,·:Jntarc· effect 
ur·Ju thc ir n1inch. The abrogation of 
t.h" punishment of death ior robbery by 
opf n force y;hcn nnarr )mpanicd b~: 
hornicid0. hns rnnch dirnin]::;hcd the llUlll

bc· of hon1icidc> t1Htt \\ re comn1jtteJ 
before t 11:lt abrogation. 

"D:n.th has greater effect npon tb.J 
n1in1~ of rria1inals tl:rr.n auy oth0r punhh
mcnt. and a r0mmnt- tion is C~)nsiden d 
by thorn a~ t~c gre~trst. ~Jo~nl: 

1 
criminals 

do not calc:ul'ltc unon rnc1r C1Ulll{'0S uf 
life and dc··th." . 

'l'hrn Lord 13ramwell said~ 
" I-le would retain capital punishlY!Cllt 

in casps of rnurd,~r; v. onld not do so in 
treafon unless accon1panicd \vith 1nu rde-r; 
persons of weak intdlrrt aro amenable 
jn smnc de~rPe to a threat of rcrnoto 
punishment.'' 

He c,·en said that the ins11nc 6,honld not be 
free from the dc,th penalty. T'hcn Lord 
:0.Tartin said-

'' To fonn a real jt~dgtncnt of the 
deterrent effect of cnp1tal punishment 
reLonrs,~· mlht bn hcq_l to pe-rsons \Vho are 
"-ell acquaintrd with the lo1NC'r classes. 
rrh0 passing of the sentence of deat-h is 
rnost impressive." 

1That does Pot Dle<"-lll n public h lnu:ing. It 
n10.tns tho t:.['enc in the f"'lurt \Yherc tho dt .1' h 
~entnnce is in1pJscd. \Vc all kliO :v that, \vhcu 
the dca.::h sentence is possed. it is a verv 
i:mpres·iYe cerr--'mony, and affect.., eYcryonC. 

Lord &Iartin also sald-
" ::\o other scntcnre ha·-~ snch an cfff•ct 

on the bystanders; bas never conYers0d 
'.Yith t 1w lo-\YC'l' classf's to a r::-rt:~in their 
feelings. but thiuks thrrt dcdh must bo a 
great detf'rrcnt; juries a:te not det _·rrtd 
from finding a man guilt•: of murder b;; 
the knowledge of wha.t "·ill be the ·efft d 
of such a verdict." 

Thr:t is Judge ~1artin's opinion, \·;hich is in 
dirrct opposition to tho opinion quotPd by 
the .1tt.orne~v-Gcncntl. 

Then Lord \Y<'nsleytlnle said~ 
'' If capital punishrnent \Yas :, holi::;hed 

th\_•ro \You1d bP an inrr( 1-~P of crinw. 
The punis.hmont "·hich conveys the 
grcaV:c..~ fear 1nakos the strongest ~inli'rcs
sinn upon the pub1ic. l\~urdr>r is Ycry 
often comrnith:d in a thoughtlr·"'3 n1on1cnt. 
but. if capital ]Jnnishli1•'nt was abolichccl. 
·nurdcr \\'Otlld be more con1mon. C .:::;es 

: ''r. Jllacg,·cf/01'. 

exist in which capital pnnisluncnt has 
been withdmwn and !he munbcr of 
offence. has afterward;;; increased." 

In England the death punishment was abol
ished for mutilation. Thev used to mutilate 
prople until pnblic opinioi-1 r-rcw t0o :;.trong 
a.gainst it. In the 1._,:nitecl Statc.s there are 
oSorne offences 'h·hich an: JHOlishable \vith 
rnnt ~l~tio!l .. In Georgia sexl: d o~c-nrr~, are 
punHilrtbJc t}y the r, 'l10Yal of certau1 organs. 
I 1Yl1l not ···o1T5- the~ liuuse. by reading any 
n1orc•. bnt I \vill short- ~n 1t bY saving that 
only foul' rnen1L0r3 of thnt Cornir1issi.on 'signed 
the report. Two of t!wm >Yf'l'e connected 
\~~·~th a hnn1a11it1rian soeicty, kno·"n a.s he 
H_0ward SociPtv, \I 

11ich looked after tho 
::;aols. The fon1: ·who signed the report were 
~tr~)hcn Lush1ng-ton 1 .{()hn Bright. Char\C's 
::--..rf·ttt:>, und \Yillinnl E,· art. 

rrhis is wl~at the~v aid-
" Thr! undersigned. nlt'Jllbcrs of your 

J\L~jcsfy's (;qnn11issio~J: ar0 of opanon 
that capital puni,hmPnt mi ht sa.fel)·, 
and with advantage to the con1mnnity, 
be at on eo :· bolisiled." 

~Ir. COLLI:\S: John Brirrbt Y\as quite con
c:istPnt. I-I:~ did not b_licve in \VUr. Ile d1cl 
JWt be!ieYc in wheksale murder. 

:\Ir. M \CGR.EGOR We will not talk 
abont vdwlcs:1 !t• after what took 
plarP at th''. Perth If that r~_·port 
1s to bn rc~heJ upo11 _\ttcrnP""·-GPnC'ral 
-hr quoted it in his so he l11nst reh· 
npon it-we ean use it to sho ~·''>hat happened 
in England a~ far back as 10.J5. · 

The A·1 i'ORKEY-GEXEHAL: I 1·djcd on jt fer 
C('rtn~n th1ng". 

1\Ir. '\IACGREGOR: You picked out what 
euitPd vour 0\\'11 ( .1sc. l an1 giYing the full 
cffc·ct of tllf' report. 

The ATTORXH·GE>:ER.\L: Four out of the 
numbPr ··.:C'rc against capit:d puni<lunent, 
and the others gaYe no opinion. 

Mr. MACGI1EGOR: The 1·eport sho"·s 
tbat they would not sign the paragraph in 
fa' our of the abolition of capjtal pqnishn1ent. 

~\Ir. Rrmw.1x: The >Yen' like the Nation
ali·3t p<-n~y. ';·ho \Ya~kL~cl o~1t _because they 
con~d 1 ot n::.aKe up tncn nuncts. 

The DEP"C'TY SPEAKER: Order t I ask 
hon. gcntlernt:n to obcv mv call to order. 
and allow the hon. Jne!nb('l'v fol' ~ierth vr t~ 
express his views on this Bill. " 

:!'.lr. :"IACGREGOR: I no< onlv read the 
opiniu11 uf ntPinbcr:~ of the Comr~i ~,;ion, but 
I \Ya~ rc·ading fron1 the P\~1dence of reputable 
witne~:-;cs and witnes~c:;; of geeat experience 
who ere called during that Commis ion to 
as,;;ist tho n1ind::; of the Connni-~ioncra. \Vith 
all that o.xperieuco, they could not find a 
m<Ljority of people who would recommend the 
abolition of rapit1l punishment. Then the cir
cnm"tances are qnitc difL .. 'rcnt to what ~,hey 
ar,: in Australia. \\,~ c know that Great Britain 
is cloacl:~ populated a1.d a con1pa.ratively 
f'n1a1l territory, and therc·fvre rrimes .1re more 
Ekelv to be dctPctcd thNe and the offenders 
< _tn~.ht. EYC'11 if they ca1nc· to the conc1usion 
in Gn•at Britain that ea pital punishrHcnt 
~hou\d be abolished, \Ye should arrive ut a 
differ0nt conclusion, be ·m''"O of the wide 
spact•s \VC llave here and the opportunities 
that occur for rrime to go undctect"d. As 
\VC kno\Y) unfortunately. nobvith~tanding the 
fine police force we hcnc, cast: do go unde
toct<'d. I have always bcPn a great adrnirer 
of tho 1ncmbcrs of the polico force of this 
State. I have had ou t'ion to cherk iheir 
work and go into it, and I haYo the greatest 



Cr:minnl Code [20 JULY.] Amendcnent Bill. 411 

n.drniration for their work; but there arc 
case. still standing un,oolved and the criminals 
hav0- nen::r bern found out. :Y1an.,.,· a lcme]v 
policeman in a country district in' a distat1t 
place ha·-, had hiR life saved by thf' know
ledge on tho part of 80IYlG people that, if 
they rmnn11t !nurde1·, tl!0 death SQlltC'ncc \Yill 
reeult. It i" for tho protectlcn of lifo anu 
oci, h· thai· Wt' should lenye the la11· as 1t is. 

It luis h;•cu poiutul out that the Crown's 
prero,~atiYe of mel'cy can bP exercised, and 
I con idPl' it . .;;hou.ld be exercised in all cases 

of dr,liberatc, prc·ncditatcd 
llnd those• ca8l" I third, the rden-

i"ion of capital pullishnu~nt on the statnt0-bcok 
iJ wi~, -;_· and n1orc adyisablP. I {J'nsidt?-r that 
cnpitnl [1U1Ji'-1nncnt is a dctr _rpnt. to crirne, 
,,ncl I 'hnll tlwrdore ,-otr against this Bill. 

]\lr. J(T~\'G (J.ou([n): I ba\~c list 'll{~cl v·1th 
H good df·'ll of lntcl'f· t to the debute going 
on, a' -l I inr·linrd to n·dd a fe-..v n'n1ark~. 
more -, in Yll'\\' Gf the fact that the 
:-\t~·Jrilt Y:G(~nl'r<~l bn::; giYCll a gocd d{ al of 
tnfonu , 1 · n vdHf'h he has c·xtractt1d fro111 thl' 
·' Encv.dopa_.c1ia Bl'ita.Hnica." I propo~c a 
little later to give somr,'hing further frnm 
that ·."""'c authority, This CJlwstion of the 
abohtton c£ capital puni~hrn('ilt is a que )ben 
npou which th(~ yiews of nlt'nlbrrs a re '· l'rv 
w1dd~\T diYt'r'"" cnt. The g-reat point nt i~~u£~ 
::'..C'C'lll: to L2> that c.·p.ita] puni.~hme:1t ha··, not 

as a de'··t rr~nt. The yj, \Y,::; on that 
rnint are alsu Y0T",' "\Yide1v diYCT

g'·_·~Jt. ThQ _.:\ttorn0-.--GPrH'ral ·:'miJ that when 
a. Juan c ltrunits a ~rnurdpr the fact that ho 
''ill probablv be hantrcd hns not in <:111Y 'vav 
Pntered into' his eal~~lations. HP do0s novt 
fc>ar hanging, and the rncre fact of tho 
prolrlblc hauging woul-d not ·,t;xp hiin fru!:n 
'urying out hi;; intention. \Yell. I beg to 
<lilLc fnY·n the hon. gcntlcnH;n_ I think the 
pos~ibility ~nd prolJability of hangin9,· dnc~ 
\"c-ry rnateri!.lly enter into his calruLhons. 
"\Ye :-hall probablv find that 1nanv Ci'iininal.; 
w~:o have con1rnitfed murder lwYcu gone nlost 
~'lahorr1tely into dc>tails to pl'f'YCnt the dPtcc>
tion of their crimes. The hon. n101nbrr for 
1IP-rthyr lu~:-; rnfprred to the ea e of that 
~olicitor in En'rbn~-thc ,,-or;;t fC'aturc about 
it was that be •,vt-..s a solicitor-·who S\1 AGln:tti
('ally set abont rn1rdering hi·~ wife i~ such a 
wa~- a:;; to ren1o·,·o all pm·· ,iblc suspicion from 
hin1:-:clf. Fortunately, ho \vas fuund out. 
~I?~t llln1·dc:'Pl · .• •.vhen they contemplate the 
fTlll1C. cf rDnrdcr, 1nakc most elaborate 
pl'epuration,:: to a-voicl det0ction. 

Th SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: After 
the criPw. 

1\Ir_ KT"\G: Xo, before the murder is eom
mitted. Tlwv rnake all preparations to see 
1ltat the~- wiil not be found out-I am bik-
ing abouf-. -,rncditat~d Jnurdors. It iB said 
that th~ way to de 1J vvith such a 
crimina 1 is to lc·ck hin1 up for ] if c. \Yhy 
; hou1d ,y-e ker-p crirninals for the rest of 
their liYc~, it rnay be. in con1p~u·ative Cdl11~ 
for·.:? \Ye know pprfectly -.,,pJl that. 1no~,r. 
pcrsous T· ho con1mit these pr~'mcditated 
murders arr hrntf' beaf·ts. Thev B.rf' quite 
h~ippy ::-o L~ng n they get a cf'riain arnount 
of ~leer <lnd n certain an1ount of food. It ]:, 
T:O puni~hrrlCr~t to lock up scnn0 of tlJClll, and. 
if yoc1 do it, :vou ~in1ply provide for th:"nl 
for th~ rc~t of t1H_'lr liYes. . 

I s:·id 'hat I 'vant.rd to quote frmn th0 
•• Enf:·dop::edia Britannira," froTn ,,,hi rh I 
know the AH_n·ncy-Gc,ncr~ll got a deal of his 
infornHttion. ~11<1 I urn going· 1-o qnnte :·o a~ 
to g·i,-c all possible information to the House 
-inf1)ruw.tion that \>Yill he of aRsistance to 

t-ho·,e holding the same opinions as n1y"Jelf. 
I do not want to hide anything. The article 
sa vs-

" "At the end of the eighteenth century 
the c:riminal la\Y of all Europe was 
ferorious a11d indiscrirninatc jn it~ 
aclrninistration of cup1tal puni~hill('1lt for 
rdn1o,t all forms of ['THYD criln(.,: and yet, 
o··.~·ing to poyerty, social conditions. a11d 
the inefficiency of the police•, such forms 
of crirne were far more nurncrous than 
thc2,~ now are. The policy and righteous
ne" of the English law wnc questionl'cl 
as early as 1766 by Goldsmith through the 
mouth of the 'Vicar of \Vakdiclcl '-

::\Tor can I avoid eYen qur .. 'tioning the 
'nliditv of t.hat right \vhich '•8cial c:Hn
bina _;Ons hen • assulnod of capitally 
puni ,hinp: offences of a ell ·zht natun'. 
Tu l lRl''l of murd-r their right iR 
oln·ious, as it is thr dutv of us all 
from the low of snif-defr~uro to cut off 
that rnan 1.\"ho has shown a disregard for 
the life' of another. Against such all 
natnrP ri~,Ps in anns: but. it is not so 
agaln~t hin1 ·,1·ho s~-oaJ., n1y property. 
'· H-:• adds lator-

\Yhe!:1 l)y inrti~rTin1in 'tc pena1 la• ·a 
thr-. nation beholds thP sarne punish
UlPnt affixed to di:;;..., imllar degrees of 
guiHJ ihe pt·oplo art~ l<'d to loso nll 
(\nse o:i dis6nc1-ion in th, c,·in1c, and 

thiJ d1Minc~ion is the bulwark of all 
111orality. 
'"The t~pinion ex]Jncc,ul Gold,,mith 

vyus s~ -:.·ongl~~ supported Bcntharn, 
Romill_", Bnsil l\Tontagn, aud :,lackintosh 
in England. and n· :ultPd in f'Onsiderable 
tnitig~tion of the Sf'Yerity of the lavv. 
In 1800 O\Tr 200 and in 1319 about L:') 
crjmps wer capital. ~\_s a result of the 
labour of these cn1inent. rn0n and their 
di-,ciplc;;;;, nnd of Sir Robt'rt Pcd, there 
arn ncnv onlv four crint(-;;:; oth0r thnn 
offences ng~-,iilst militar.v law or nnval 
di~eipline capitally pun1·,habL~ in Eng
lancl-high treas·on, Dlnrd.:?r, piracy with 
Yio:cnrc, and clcetrn,"tion of public 
arsenals and dockyards (Th~ Dockyards. 
etc .. Pwtcction Act, 1772). An attempt to 
abolish tho death penalty for this last 
offence \Yas made in 1837, but failed, JJ.nd 
h :1s not sin re bc0n rL'nc-..Ycd. In th0 ca~f~ 
of the last two offenc ,s, sentence of death 
nped not bP pronounced, but rnay be 
recorded (4 Gcorge IY .. c. 48). Since 1838 
it hns in nraciiee been ex<::,cuted only for 
rnurdcr: ih0 method bejnt: b-- hangillg. 

"In Scoi:land capital punishment ca?I 
bf' in1 po~c·d only for tre:1.son. n1urd~r, and 
ofTPnccR agaimt 10 Gco. IY .. c. 38, i.e .. 
wilful shooting, stabbing, strangling, or 
throwing corrosives -.,.vith intent to 1nurder, 
main1, di::;figur., di.;;ablc, Dr do gri0-vous 
bodily harm, in all cases whcre, if death 
had 0nsncd, the offc>11C[' -..vould haye h•en 
1nurder. Prim_' to 1887, rape, rcbbcr,\r, 
'vilful fire raising, and inc(.;;t, and many 
other crin1c;::; weH~ a]'lo capital offences: 
but in ·practice tbc pains of law were 
J'f'~,t r~cted at the instance of the prosccn
tiotL Thr' method i by hnnging. 

" British co1onie~ and possessions.
Under the Indi.m Pcnrrl Cod· sentence of 
death nw.v he passed Ln· waging \Yar 
ag-ainst the King (s. 121) and for murder 
(s_ 302). If the murder ic, committed by 
a rnan under scnt0nre of transportat1on 
for life, thC' death pcnnlty nntst be im~ 
posed (''· 303). Iu oth •r cases it is 
alternatiYc. This codP has been in 

Mr. King.] 
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substance adopted in Ccylon. tlw Straits 
Settlements and Hong Kong, and in the 
Sudan. In most of the British colonies 
and possessions tho doath penalty may 
be imposed only in tho case of high 
treason, wilful murder, and piracy with 
Yiolence. But in 1\ ow South \Vales and 
Victoria sentence of death mac· be passed 
for rape an cl criminal abuse of girls under 
ton. In Queensland the law was the 
.sarnc until the passing of the Crin1inal 
Code of 1899. 

" United State. of America.~ Under tho 
Federal laws 'entcnc·• of death mav be 
pa,-.~d for treasou against the Ll;ited 
~tates and for piracy and for rnurder 
within tho Federal juri clictiorL But for 
the n1ost part tho punishn1cnt of crirne i::; 
regulated by the laws of the constituent 
States of the union. 

" The death penalty \"0' abolished in 
Michig·an in 1846 except for treason, and 
whollv in vYisconsin in 1853. In Maine 
it wa~ abolished and subsequently ro
pnacted, !m[ again abolished in 1887. In 
Rhode Island it was aboli·Jhed in 1852, but 
rest.orcd in 1882, only jn case of murdrr 
committed by a person under sentence of 
irnprisornn~nt foi' life. In all the other 
States tho death penalty rnay still bo 
inflicted; in Alaban1a, Deln\Yare, Geor
gia, }laryland, an cl \Y c~-t 'lirginin, for 
t.rca·,on, murder, arson, and rapn; in 
Ala"ka, Arizona, I{ausas, ~ew Jet·sey, 
:'vlississippi, Montana, ::'\C1\' York, :'-iorth 
Dakota, Oregon, and South Dakota for 
treason and murder; in Colorado. Idaho, 
Iilinois, Iowa, .Massachusetts, ]\Iinnesota, 
~cbraska, Nc:\v liarnpshire, 1\e\v I\Iexico, 
Xevada, Ohio, Oklahorna, Pennsylvania, 
'Ctah, and \Vyomillg for murder only; in 
Kentuck:. and Virginia for treason, 
n1urder, and rape; in ·vennont for trea
son, rnurder, and arson: in Indinna for 
t.rcason, n1urder, a11J for arson jf fh'ath 
rc~ult; :in C ,1lifornia for treaRon, rnnrdt>r, 
arid train \vrecking; in Xorth Carolina 
fer rnlnder, rape, arson, aud burglary; 
in Florida, l\1issonr1, South Carolina, 
Tenncs.see, and Tcxn ·· for rnnrder and 
rape; in Arkansas and Louisiana for 
tn .~son, n1urder, rape, and adrninistcring 
poison or u e of dangerous wcapmb with 
intent to rntuder. Lou!?;iana is cited bv 
Gimrclin (' Lo Droit de Punir') as " Stat(, 
in w1lil'h the dcnth penalty \Yas nbo1ishnr1 
in 1830. 'Cnder the influence of the 
f ~incnt jurist, E. LeYingston, \Yho 
framed the State code·-;, th~ Legislature 
certainly pa·Jsed a resolution against 
capital punishment. But since as early 
'" 1846 it has been there lawful. subject 
to a power giYcn to th(' jury, to bring 
in a v0rdict of guilty, 'but no capital 
punishment,' which had tb effect of 
imposing a sentence of hard labour for 
life. In certain cases the jur~~ has, und9r 
1oca1 legislation, t111:' right t.n uward the 
sentence. The con~ti1:.utional.ii·v of such 
legislation has been doubtccl," but has 
been recognised by tl]() c:mrts of Illinois 
anr1 IoYta, Sentence of dcnth is executed 

hanging, except in Nc1v York, ~1a~sa~ 
and Iov:a, where it is carried 

out hy elcctl·ocution.' 

"With the mitigation of the law a·, to 
punishment, agitation against tho th,'ory 
of c'1pital punishment has k~t much of itd 
force. But n1an:v Europc·an and Amcri~ 
can writers, and some English writers and 

[1111·. ll in g. 

a~scciation:'" adYocate the {,otal alJPllt:ou 
of ihe death punishment." 

[10 p.l!!.] . 
The SPrAKER resumed the chau. 

~vir. KIXG : It proceech~ 
'' The ultimate argument of tlw 

opponents of capital punishment i·_ that 
society has no rig·ht to tako the hfe of 
any or~f~ of it:;. mC'Tnbn··, on auy ground. 
Bt;t tlwv al,o object t 1 c!Jpit.tl punish
Iucnt : (l) nn religious gronnds, berausc 
it 111rty dcpriyc the sinner (A hi~ ~u1l 
tin1c for rcpr:ntnnce; (2) on 1ncdical 
g!quruJ.c-·, lwcause hon1icjdo is usually if 
not ahYaV'l evidC'IlCO of ll1C'ntal di<:;case 
or irrc~1~onsibi1ity; (3) on utilitaria_n 
grounds,. bec:auso c·avital j1)ur:i~hrncnt IS 

not really dotL'rrent, <H!n 1::1 a_ct~nJly 
inflicted in so fevv ins, anccs that cnnnnals 
dis('ount tlu~ risks of undt'r~oing it; 
(4) on lc'gal grour1ds. i.0 .. that th? sen
tence lwi1:g irrevocable a11d the ( vrdeuce 
ofted circun1stantial o11ly. there j ::> great 
risk of gross injustice in c~ecuting a 
person conYicted of mnrcL r; (5) on moral 
gronnds, that the vnnishnrent. does not fil 
the case, nor e!Ycct the reformation of the 
offcndPr. It is to l1c noted thal tlH' 
Eno·lish Children .\et 1908 e:<prcs,ly for
bid~ tl10 pYonounci .:g or rceo:l'ding the 
scntcncr of Ucath against any person 
uncl0r the age of 16 (sPetion 103). 

" The punishment is probably retained, 
11artly fro1n ingrained lmbit, partly fro~n 
a sense of its approprlaterJ·"~' for ccrta1n 
crimes, but also ihat the ulti1nate ratio 
may be ayajlablc in cas< of suffieicnt 
gra\·lty to tho -comniOTI\YC:al. The 
appu rent discrepancy between the nun1~ 
bcr of trials and cmnictions for murder 
is not in England any evidence of 
hoei,ility on the prcrt of juries to capital 
puni",hn1cnt, \vhich bavc on tlw 1vhole 
](',,,·crwd rather than increased since the 
middle of the niHctcenth CP!llur:c. It rs 
ran·lv if c•vcr rwcc~c:.ur·- jn England, 
though ronunon in _._-\nH·r'ira. to LJ.UC!tion 
tho jurors as to tht:'ir yj. 1vs on capital 
punishnlC'nt. The rcasoiJS fo:i' the -corn~ 
narativclv srnall nurnhcr of conviction~ 
for n1nnler seen1 to h•: (1) that ~ourt 
and jury in a r;.pihd Ul~l" lean in 
fa 1 orer Titu(', and if the oEcnC\! falls 
short of t.hc full graYit"· nf mnrdcr, con
vjction for rnan, laughter only rcqtlts; 
(2) that in the a Ls( tH (~ of n statutory 
classificatjou of the {_h·~·S'l'' l':-) of 111urc1or, 
the prt~rogativo of lll('rey is excrci ·C'd in 
cas:'"' fa1lii1g -;hort of the hig-h~- t dcgTeP 
of g-ray]ty rccogn~ 0L1 by law;·e1 and Ly 
public on inion; {3) thctt \\'ht- 1~C' the con~ 
,-ietion r~c:ts on c1rcHmstant1a1 DYidollCO 
the srntence is not executed unlL,ss the 
circumstantial c,-ldonre is. conclusive; 
(4) that charges of infanticide a:,:ainst 
the n1others of i1legitin1ah• children are 
treated n1ercifuUy l)~~T judge a·1d jury, 
rtnd u~nally tcrm:inat(~ in rrcq 1ittal, 01~ in 
a. conyictiOn of conccalmr:nt of birth; 
(5) that many persons tric.J as murderers 
arc obvionslv in u•:e; (6) that coroner,' 
juries are sLonlC'\Ylwt recklessly frot~ in 
returning inquisitions of 1nurdcr without 
an"· c,-idenco whlch \";oul(l ~';arrant the 
cofn jction of tho pcr';Oll nccnscd." 

I quote theso because there is . a g?~cl deal 
of information in them '" lnch IS of 1nterest 
in connection with this BilL I au quite 
prepared to admit that we all look at this 
matter fron1 our own personal standpoint 
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tnJ our O\Yll indiYidnal opinion. try to 
picture to myself what I would do if_ anyone 
\Yho w,_,_, near a11d dear to rne was gneyously 
\\Tonged. or hurt., Ol' done to death. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'llBLIC 1-,;STRECTIU:<r' 
[ know what I would do if mv son were 
-do11e to death. V 

:.Ir. Kil\G: \Ve recognise that, if anybody 
\l,id a drcadfnl injury or harrn of that \3.ort, 
'· 1• \ronld, if we hrrd it jn our po\VCr, do r.o 
.death the p 1·~,)71 \Vho d~d onrs to death. \Ve 
· ould rPtalitlto in a sirnjlar wa:·. \Ye ~re 

1tt-rP H" the n1akers of the la;L, to sec that 
.... ucicty is prot.cctcd, a r~ d Uwt we aro not 
, " Le" called upon to do individually what 
t llo::'C in au horitr ought to do. The Uoycrn
,_ cnt arc .he,·e for the protection of society, 
;lflll t1tc Co', Cl'1llnent onght to recognise their 
dutv to t hr~ llH'lHLers o-f thP com1nunity by 
<H:t{IJg a~ ihe cu~todians of the public safety. 
t um yc;ry n1ueh {raid that, lilu~ otbcl· hDn. 
Juc.ntH'r~, t,1cre j.c_~ a good rlr1.l of the old 
~\d<:un in n1c, and, if an.ybody did n1P an 
j~1jury, I \YoulcJ retaliate in kind. That 
·quality is i11 us, and it is only hun1an. 

ALolition of capital punishment is a part 
of tho Go~. ernn1ent polit)", but the Executi1 ' 
{'an f'xl'rti;';e the prorognt]yc of clcn1cnc,;:, eycn 
thono·h 1-he statuto r<~lnains unaltered. If 
dlCn7 is any kudo, to lw gained, the Go\ ·'rn
·tnont can ~sccnre it \Yithout any alteration 
whatcn'r in the law. If the law is altm·ed 
t h~v will receive no kudos at all. I int0nd to 
YoL~ against the Bill. 

1\Ir. rllOORE (clubiun:.'): I recognise that 
there iH a gDod deal of rcspo_nsibility on the 
lioYc•rnn1cnt in connection 'vlth tlus matter, 
lmt I C:tlmot •'-'' their object in bringing 
:·urward this Bill. Thcv have nover carried 
'lilt the death penalty since they have been 
in officl', «nd they can still adhere to tho:r 
polic_, in that respect. vYhy should th1s 
UoYcrnL.tent tle do,vn ;;:ome future Govern
ment b· the passagf' of this mea,uro? \Vhil" 
thcv a~·e on t-ho Trra ,urv bonchos thL'Y arc 
abl~ to cany ont their "policy. If at~other 
Govrrnment thought it ad,·isablc, they would 
l1a Y0 to re-enact the peinciple of capital 
pnnif3hn1cnt. Any n1an \vho commits n1urdcr 
has C'VCEY oppo1:'tunit> (?f proving .h~s inr~o
eoncc. 1f there 1s the .sbg!tto,t suspKIOn, tne 
_;ury gin' him the bene~t of the doubt. 
Considerable t]mo clap~es before a pnsoner 
is brought to trial, and a murder trial always 
l.akes a cousiclerable tirnc. The Cabinet havo 
the right to commute that sentence, if they 
thir2k it i~ wise and I do not sec why \VG 

should lift that nsponsibility from their 
,houldcrs. I admit that it is a very unplea
"nt 0.nt:·, bnt t1IC Cabinet have to carry a 
groat man:· rc',ponsibilitics. If the Cabinet 
thought thc,t a prismwr was mentally 
affected thev could commute the sentence. 
hut wl;y sl1ould the abolition of capital 
punishment be made a definite principle 
under an Act of Parliament, no matter how 
brutal or prcrnrditatcd a rnurder rnay baYe 
be('n ronunittcd? I think in sorrw casos the 
carr~·in:; out of the death penalty is the best 
poc-3iblc thing that cnn be clone. '.rhe 
Attorno,·-Gcnoro.l quoted stati ,tics to show 
1 hat ( rirnc hns not been on the increase. 
That pron at the very least that the death 
penalty is a deterrent to mr:n who might 
l1e prcpan::d to C'on1n1jt murdPr. I contend 
that rtlanv individuals have been deterred 
by fear of execution. 

The ATTORKEY-GE""ERAL: Let us get home. 

Mr. 1\IOORE: vVe have a Bill of ,.;t"1 
itnporta r:cc• in1 ror1L12C'c1 i :-:.to this I-J ouse tlw t 

is HDt going to affect this Government, but 
which will a.ffcct futuro GO\·crnmcnt6, md 
tlh~ Attornov-Gcn('ral is. not concerned so 
much with \vhetlwr men are to be hanged 
"' with whether he can get home or not. 
r_r,~is i" a verv serious matter. If the deaGb 
penalty is abu1ished, it means that socict..v 
wil! have l O'S protection. and I do not think 
rbt it is wice to abolish it. Tho Attorncv
Gcnolal quoted An1erica and Itnl 1vhe;t\ 
capital pnni,hmont has U0Cll etboiishcd. vVo 
all know that in many of thoGe foreign coun
tries life is held very cheap; and they 
think nothing of sticking a Dl_an in tho back 
with a knife. But that has nothing to do 
with Australia. The po,ition we 'have to 
fa.c{) her0 is that 've have very \dde space; 
and a srnall n1unber of polic~, und the people 
in thosp v.;jde spares have to bu protectt>L 
If tht' d<>ath penalty i, g-oing ID deter men 
i:1 tl1ose 'vide Rpaccs fron1 con1mitting crime, 
then ,, c ~hr>n1d hcsitat'2. before wo agree to 
lHlt an L\.c' on the sta.tute-book abolishing 
th0 death pQnalty. There aro rrwnv n1nrders 
that ha,·c becit committed in · Au,traiia 
dm·ing Hie last eight or ten years in connoc. 
tion \vi;h which tlio death penalty was richly 
de ,ervud, and, in ITIY op1nion. th01'c have bcc-11 
nnn or hYo n1urdCrs com1nittcd in Qw~cns
land sinrc the present Gnvernrr1ent camo into 
powe-c in rcga.rd to w·hich it was a n1istake 
t•J eommnto the death penalty. If a mall 
dell bL'ntolv decides to murclPr another indi
vidual in O-rder to get hold of a few opossun1 
;sk1ns. I ·flo not sec that thls country should 
he compcll,,d to keep him in prison for the 
term of his natural life. Capital pnnish
rncllt and flcggjng are great det0rrents of 
crimP. \Ye k~ow ~that y(~ars a1:-o g<~rroting 
and prrsonaJ VIolence \YC'l'C prevalent bccau~,D 
tlH~ ~hort t•rn1s of imprisonrncnt that were 
inflic·tE 1 \vcre not a d0terrent. but as soon 
a .Ro.crging was Drdcrcd, that crirnc dorrcasc_d. 
The Gnvcrnmcnt have a !"esponsibility placod 
on t·hon· shonlclc•r, ~.,hi eh thev should not 
~hi1 k. A jur always rPr:ommCnds 1ncrcv if 
thf'ri' i-; the sllghtpst ~usplrion of doubt. The 
Ai tornt.~~;r-GrneraJ said that it is better tlw,t 
ninot:",~r;ine gniHy n1en sh.ould go free rather 
than t.1 ·f one innocent n1an shf\nld be 
hanged. But I do not agree with him. It ;,, 
a 11 abr:,v]utc ab~urJity to sa~~ that nlnct'l-nin" 
eriininals :--honJd bP ~'"Lllowcci to commit "whnt~ 
c'vnr off ne''' they like rather th n that otw 
imwce•1t man should bo hanged. It '·'·ould be 
irnpo.-~ilJJc to li-n: in thls ronnnnnity if that 
principle were adopted. 'Yo do rlot vvant 
1,Hlr.lue s_eYerity, but \Ye do Y<ant a systen1 
wh](·h ,,-J]] protect the public; a SV'•tem which 
\yiJl. U'·''i~t the police in rarryin'g· out thoir 
ctubPs; Fllld a ~vsten1 into which no sentiment 
at all enters. If a criine is particularly brutaL 
th~n the !Jec' thiPg to do is to fit the punish~ 
ment \Yith the crime, end sec that the death 
penalty is imposed. Simply bccrrtL'C people 
~lo no care to associate 1vith the hangn1an 
1~ Ho pr·J?f that hanging is wrong. Tht~ 
only f!Ueshon \ve have to con:::.ider is whether 
the death pcnalt,- is a deterrent to crime, 
wlwt("'l" it i~ a prote.ction to the public. a.nd 
,-.-lwt :('l' 1t 1s of ass1~tancc to tho police in 
carryn1g out t.hcir duties. 

i\Ir. C'OLLT:-;s: You do not seem to hanJ 
nacl the Divine command "Thou '•halt not 
kilL" ' 

!\fr. MOORE: It is all YOry well to talk 
about "Then shalt not kill,.,' but this man 

already killed, and, that being so, it is 
that thQ pnnishn10nt should fit the 

Jh. Jfoore.] 
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J.\Ir. COLLI~S: It does not follow that somety 
should kill. 

::\Ir. ~IOORE: ~I.~ arg;un1cnt is that tor·ie(· 
8hou1d takr the respuu . ..,ibllity rather than 
thL' individual. \\Te nll know that lynching 
in .L\1ncric 1/ has bc:ctln1o pre;·aleut bC'-cause 
t.h'.'l'C h<:ts been a grc· tt deal of corruption on 
the bench, an-d dclay1 ha YC been so long 
blcau3c the lnPney pVWt._'l' is brought to bear 
to crin:inals off. Owin::; to that fa:·~, 
lyn• ha:o bel'Ol.lC a di,grac0. \Y c do 
not want to see it in Queensland. If the 
people feel that the Government arC' not 
prepared to inflict a remedy that fits the 
c·_\'itne, the public \\ill ha ye to take affairs 
jnlo their o,·:n haLds. I-Ion. members 
adrniLtt~d that in certain ca3 thc>v \>.·oulJ 
take ihe law into their O\\'lt ha11d~, ~ b <~a use 
the Con.:rnnlCllt wc•re not going to do it; 
bnt. that is not a right priuciplc. The 
GoYPrllmcnt shoLtld uphold the law. I intend 
to Yote again~t tho second reading of the 
Bill. 

I\lr. FLETCHER (Port (',.,.:i.'") : I regret 
the C o '.·ernnH:nt luH·c lHought foLward 
B-ill, \Yll-i('h I think is Eil"Nis ~ a.ncl 

HllDCces::~il'V. The GoYl'l'l or in Counc.il has 
iho right 'to cnnunutu the death scntPt:cr to 
irnpri<Jnrr1cHt for life•, if it i:-3 thought Lhat 
the i3 too harsh. Th0 ... \I1nun:cr 

;q:ut buck into t~tP n1idd~c agr .:1 fur 
n1.'th•r. I do not th~nk there hu":l eYer 

LL·cn a cch made in introdur·in3· a Bill ·~o 
maclc b :· the 1\lini::-t•.:r. There 

betwcf'n the· pel'iods he 
prc:::.t'nt day. Pc r;:;onfL11V 

I thi 1'k that c;:1pital puni~h:ut'nt i~ a dctcl:
rcllt o erinlC'. I ~hi11k tha~ the1·c ~;re lH<Hl";,' 
rncn of a certain tL·lnpcrtLll!l'.iit \\ ho "'-V•__.u1(l 
lr eon1n1ithng- n1urd~'r b-.. · the 

It can 1 . ;n l.t~\Y i11anv 
rne:1 hn Yf' not bee _l by i he de:-tth 
J<'n:1lty.- but it i · how 
rnan',· HF!n hn..-r' bec•.1 dot 
ntiit{I1g nnnd~ r by f tl' of 
Thc·rc ar~ uo ~t-:tti-,iic . .-. 

dircctic n i J fut·i' ~'. 
haYc b<.•0,n c 

i:: the on1v nc11ttltv 
If ''" h :.<1·,. Jad, 

ll
1
l1pp·_T" in ~nccnF~a-~~, for iE .tar:; 

-,\-OUHl ... , , k;•cp hnn ull lu..; lite in gaol 
mixin:: \Yith other Jn ·1? It "'.Yould be a 
dT~grarc to do so. St:t'ing that tlL! GoYL•rnor 
iu Cor:nc1l ha the dght to coL.!rttll'll:• :-. )l!tcnccs 
under oxtcnuating c ;n_un1."tanlC v·:c do .A 
ll"CU anythii:~: n1orc. It is a ihat the 

c.,~·e 1naki:ng the cxp.'ri;nrmt of 
th-:;s measure. 

Que .t:on-Tbat the Bill be now read a 
sceoncl tim(;-pnt; and I he House cli,-i,hd :

Ans, 33. 
lir. Barb0r 

Bulcock 
Collins 

, Coni JY 
Cooper, F. \. 
Cooper, IY. 
Covne 
nau'h 
Dnnstan 
FPrricks 
Fole·; 
Fon1c 
Gilclay 
Gillics 

, Hartley 
Huxh ,m 

, .Tow-s, A. J. 
TellPrs: )Jr. 

r. Jluore. 

Mr. Kirwan 
Land 

,, Ln..n·omhc 
, Jlullnn 
, Pa-·ne 

Pc:ise 
., J·ollo<'k 

Hio1·dan 
n,:tn 

, ~Inith 
~topfonl 
The,Jdore 

, Vt-f'ir 
;': ~ llingto:n 

,, .\ llson 
, 1-Yinstanl<'y 

HurtL y and Jl.fr. "\Yeir. 

2i:r, J .. ppel 
, Burnes,G.P. 
, Bnrnes, \V. H. 
, Behbington 
, Bell 
, Brand 
,, Cattenll'ull 
,, Clayton 
, Corser 
,, Costcllo 
, Deacon 
, Ed-.;yards 
,. Elphinstone 
" Fletcher 
, Grc . ..,n 

l\oE", 30. 
~Jr .• Tonf J. 
, Kcrr 

KinU" 
, Log~ln 
, , J\1 t1cgrrgor 
, 31a.xwell 
,, Ji:om:e 
, ::\lor~~·ar1 

:\ott 
Pcterson 

, Holwrts, .T. H. C. 
.. 1{o1"·..,rh T. H. 
, ~~ lzcr 

~'iVO.,YllC 
Tu:;iar 

Tellers: Mr. Br<1nt1 and ::\Ir . .:_:izer. 

Re-oh·ed in the affirn1ativc. 

Cm,DIITTEE. 

VIr. J{incan, Brisbane, in the cluir.) 

Cl<._nsc·· 1 to 6, both indusiY•") put and 
pcv·:ecl. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAllniAN reported the Bill without 
an' ,ndment. 

011 tlw motion of the ATTOR"\EY
GE"\ERAL-

" The third reading was mado an 
Order o£ the Day for 'l'uccday next." 

The House adjourned at 10.26 p.m. 




