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Questions. [19 JULY.] Questions. 33!) 

WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jiaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QGES'l'IONS. 

VALt:E OF FAR:\fS HELD BY SOLDIER LESSEES l;\; 
GROt:P SETTH}JEXTS. 

Mr. KERR (J<;nogr;em) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands~ 

" 1. What is the rwNa.ge npital value 
of farms or blocks lwld bv soldier lessees 
on repurchased lands ui;clcr the group 
system? 

" 2. Assuming that no payments of 
interest or rent were n1adc, or such dues 
not ca11italiscd, \Yhat was the total 
arnonnt of intcn·st or rent pa:"able as 
at 30th June, 1922 (accruNl cltw not coH
sidct·ed. and this quc~tion not applying 
to ach·anccs)? 

"3. \Vill he giYe the following details 
in conncC'tion with thP 11revions qn('sbon: 
~(a) Amount rccPived; (IJ) amount 
capitali,,cd; (r·) a1non11t out'-tacding? 

" 4. \Yill he supply the same informa
tion as asked for in Questions 2 and 3 
relating to a.dYances ?" 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pl~BLIC LA:\DS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, War!"P(JO) re)llicd--

" 1. £3 14s. per acre. 

"2. The total amount of annual rent 
for 1922 dc>manclcd for pa:- ment on 31st 
March. 1922. but payment of ,,-hich could 
be made at rcny lime up to 30th June. 
1922. with interest for late payment, was 
£2.970 Ss. 6d. 

"3. (a) £490 19.s. lcl.; (11) £109 Ss.; 
(c) £2.370 h. 5d. 

" 4. This information cannot be given, 
as t.ho crrlculation of interest to 30th J uno, 
1922. has not yet been completed." 

EXPENDITl'HE FRO~I PROSPECTING, DEEP-SINK
lXG, AXD MIXIXG l\LiCHIKERY ADYAXCES 
VoTES. 

Mr. LOGA::'\ (Lod-ycr), in the absence of 
Mr. vYalke;· (Cooroora), asked the Secretary 
for l\1inu~ 

"\Vhat is the total amount of assist
ance expended from Prospecting, DePp
sinking. and Machinery Votes for twelve 
months cndcrl 30th .June. 1922. shmving 
amounts granted on ca.ch field?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, Paddington) replied~ 

"Field. 1 Prospecting 

Cloncurry 
3-:lount :\'!organ 
Nanmlgo 
Palm er 
Clermonr. 
TownsYille .. . 
Brisbane .. . 
l\1aryborough ... , 
Hug-henden ... I 
Rockhampton ! 

Herberton ... 1 
Charters Towers! 
Bundaberg- ' 
Georg-etown 
Cook town 
Gym pie 
Chilla.goc 
Bow en 
Ingham 
:Mackay 
1Varwick 
Ipswich 
Croydon 
Ravenswood ... 1 
Cairn.s 1 

Gener:d Exvell~ 1 

se..,, Freights, '. 

£ s. ri. 
1.930 0 0 
1,615 17 3 

7 11 5 
1,8<2 11 

397 0 8 
10 () 0 

168 5 7 
17 0 0 
72 0 (l 

349 13 1 
1,707 8 4 
1,4~1 15 

117 0 
)60 () 
154 6 0 

1,281 10 5 
810 l4 ~ 

14 13 0 
12 0 0 
44 0 0 
12 0 () 

420 16 8 
93 0 0 

&c. 229 9 1 

}lining 
Deep i\'Htf'hinery 

Sinking. Advances 

£ 8. d. 

582 10 

3,901 13 6 
509 9 9 

Act. 

£ 8. d. 

50 () 0 

29 14 6 

439 10 

303 10 4 

467 12 4 ! ~gg g g 

Total forhvelve ~----- --------

months £•!12,989 2 4· 1 .).521 6 4 I ,422 U 10" 

~~------------~------ l _____ l -------

STABILISATION 01' PRICES FOR PRI»IAHY 
PRODUCTS. 

Mr. YOWLES (TJ:tlby) aclwd the Premier-
" In reference to the following state

ment contained in his speech at the Con
ference of Dairymen, held in the Exccu
tiYc Building on 24th March, 1922, viz.: 
~' The industry itself must be ,tabiliscd. 
Prices mmt "be etabilised. I agree 
lwartilv with what His Excellency said 
about "the n<'ccssity of ·a·.··uring to the 
producers a iair remuneration for their 
toil':~ 

"l. Does he consider that the present 
Primarv Producers' Organisation Bill 
will c1;able the primary producers to 
efrectiY<•ly deal "·ith the queetion of the· 
stahilisation of priccf'i? 

'' 2. Is he aware that an:;.- artion taken 
for the purpo'e of stabilisation of price,
may be nullified by the operation of the 
Profiterring Prevontiou \et? 

"3. \Yill he taken such action us ma:> 
he neccssar~~ to prrvcnt interference by 
thf' Commi:;:sioncr of Prices, or, jf not. 
will he consider the dc,,irabilit,· of 
amending the Prnfiteering Prevention 
Act on the lines indicated in the amend
ments to the Bill proposerl bc> :VIr. I3eb
bington, a member of the Country parh 
(cor)tainccl in ' Hamnrcl' of 29th Oc·tobcr. 
1919. vol. 133. pngc 1706). ;;o as to restrain 
thP Commissioner frorn fixing a price for 
primnrc' products less than the cost of 
production? 

" 4. Will he introduce l0gislation to 
modifv the provisions of Pai:t III. of 
the ProGb?oring Pre\7 ention ALt~ so aP 
to safeguard prin1ar~~ producers rrgainst 
the penalties of £1.000 and twelve 
months' impri~onment proscribed there· 
in?" 



Question~. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillauoe) replied-

" 1. Yes; and the question can still 
more effcctivelv be dealt with if similar 
organisations B,re Pstahlishecl in each of 
the other Sta tcs. 

" 2. There is no danger of action 
taken by the Council of Agriculture 
being nullified by the Profiteering Pre
Ycntion Act. 

'' 3 and 4. Sec No. 2." 

AGREB!EK'r BETWEEN QUEE?·iSLA~;D 
>JEKT AND Bm1'1Sn CoTTON 
AssociATION IN RE Gu.IHANTEElJ 
CoTrox. 

GovERN
GnawERs' 
PmcE oF 

Mr. CORSER (lJnrrntt) asked the Pre
nner-

'' In view of the uncertainty which 
exists in regard to cotton, due to the 
following confiictiug official staton1ents 
\vhich haYe been rnade in reference 
thereto, viz. :-

(a) The Premier's statement in ::\Iel
bourne on 8th September. 1920 (pub
lished in the Brisbane Pre s of 9th 
Scpten1bcr, 1920)-' That the British 
Cotton Gro\'H'rs' A_s,ociation had indi~ 
cated its willingness to guarantee a 
minimum price of ls. 6d. per lb. for 
good r1oan lint. the guarantee to 
operate for five years' ; 

(b) The Premier's ans\Yer to my 
question on 28th September. 1921, cou
tained in ' Hansard,' volume 137, page 
966-' That an arrangPmcnt had been 
made between the Agent-General and 
the British Cotton Growers' Associa~ 
tion, wh0rcby that as-;;oeiation guaran
teed a. rnini1nurn otprice of ls. bd. per 
lb. (sea freights and insurance payable 
by the association) for cotton lint of 
good quality, for fhc ylus from 1st 
January, 1920' ; 

(c) The statement cont tined in the 
·'IWcch deJiycred by His Excellency tho 
GoYernor at the o1Joning of this sc'-sion 
of Parliament on 4th July, 1922-' That 
the bulk of the ginnod product will be 
shipped to England at a minimum prier' 
of ls. 6d. per lb .. offf'red for '' limited 
perio~ ~y ;he British Cotton Growers' 
A~''OCiahon ; 

(d) The Premier's statement on 12th 
July, 1922 (in answer to my question)
' That the agreement with the Cotton 
GroV-.'f'rs' Association \Ya.s lirnitod to 
a risk of £10,000, which limit had 
already been reached';-

" 1. \Yill be give rrn explanation of 
the apparent inco11sistenc>ies exhibited in 
th0se ::;LLh~t .. tPnts? 

"2. \Vill he give a full and dear statc
rnent (-withont nny onti~.:,ions) in regard 
to the terms of the agreement (or agree· 
1nents) \Yhich ho now c1nirns have been 
entC'rf:'d iuto bv th{' Govcrn1ncnt in 
respect of a gna.rantecd price for cotton 
lint?" 

The PRE:\IIER replied-
" SPe nr- answer to ::;iu1ibr L1LIP~tion b.v 

the hono'urable genticman on 14th 
instant." 

}:'[r. CORSER: That was no ansvver. 

PrRCHASE FRO}! SouTHERN FIR}J oF ::\1oTOR 
BoDY FOR TRucK FOR STATE BvrcnER SnoP. 

Mr. :\IAX\VELL (Toawon'r) asked the 
::\linister in Uharge of State Enterprises-

" 1. Is it a fact that a motor body was 
required for one of the trucks operating 
at the State butcher ,hop, and the order 
was pl~ccd with a Southern firm? 

"2. If so, why was the order placed 
with a Southern firm whBn local firm,; 
were prepared to execute tho work'!" 

HoN. W. FORGA:"oJ Sl\IITH 
replied-

" 1. Xo. 
'' 2. See answer to Xo. 1.'' 

(J£ackay) 

CORHESPONDEXCE IN RE VALl:TATION OF ASSET~ 
OF l3.R1SBAXE rrROf\YAYS Co:.Tl'ANY, Lnvri'.rED. 
~Ir. ~IAX\\'ELL asked the Home Secre

tary-
" \Yill he lav on the table of this 

I--Iouse copie9 ~ of all correspondence 
betweon the CrO\iVn La\v Drpartn1ent, 
Railway and other departments, general 
mnnag0r of thr tran1wa\'s. and the 
gentlon1011 appoinL·d to V inquire on 
nwJtcrs appc>rtainjn~ tD the tran1ways 
on thP following rnattPl'S :~ 

"1. The amount of compensation to be 
paid? 

" 2. The state and condition of rolling 
stock and tram tracks? 

" 3. Tho sum required to bring rolling 
stock and tracks to a state of efficiency?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
::\lcCormack, Cairns) replied-

': As tho information asked for· will 
form the basis of the case that will be 
,-ubrnittod to the tribunal. it is not 
desirable that it should be published." 

PURCHASE OF i\IUKGANA ~liNES. 

',!r. l\L\XWELL asked the Secretary for 
Mines-

" On wha; grounds. can h~ j~stify, the 
Goycrnrnent s achon 1n purc~1a~1ng 1l'OlTI 
the Rcicl svndicatC' the rviungana rnines 
when the noines had been JH'C'Yiously for
feited by previous holders'(' 

The SECRETARY FOR MTKES replied-
"- On th-' g-rounds--(1) That the mines 

arc required to proYidP oro suppliG"" for 
the State smelters. !2) That, according 
to renorts bv ( "1-::pcrh. thn value of 
machi~0rv and ore-bodies warrant the 
purrhas0.- The leases were held by Mr. 
Reid prior to and a.t the lime of the 
purchase bv the Governn10nt of thie 
Cbillagoe s~elters and mines. 'rhe leasAs 
J·cfcrred to were not part of the Chillagoc 
Cornvany's assets.'' 

PowER oF QcEENSLAKD Pnom:rERS' AssociA-
no~ TO br!'OSE LEVY ON FAcTORY 

SFPPLIERS. 

:'.fr. BEDBIC'JGTON (Drayton) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" Is it proposed to gi'c the free 
enroll-ed member-. of the Producers' 
Association power to levy on the moneys 
due to factory suppliers." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1~LTL.:RF. 
(Hon. W. X Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" No., 
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IxDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION AcT As .1 FACTOR I::>~ 
CONTROLLING BIRTH RATE. 

The SPEAKER, having called upon Mr. 
Kerr (Rnoggcra) to ask the Premier the 
following question standing in his name-

" Does he agree with the contention 
tha_t c':rtain principles enacted by the 
leg1slat10n of his Government aro tanta
mount to assisting in the control of the 
birth rate? The follo\ving c1auso. being 
an extract from the Industrird Arbitra
tion Act. is quoted as an oxamule:
' TJ1e 1ninin1um wage of an adult~ n1alc 
employee shall be not less than is 
sufficient to maintain a wdl-conducted 
employee of average health, strength. 
and cornpetcnre, and his wife and a 
family of three children, in a fai1· and 
nxcrage ~Standard of corn fort'?" 

Mr. KERR: Owing to the fact that with
out my concnrrcnce, thi~ nue:,tion ha~ been 
mutilated, I do not intend 'to ask it. 

The SPEAKER: Order! For the infor
matio_n of the hon. member, I curtailed tlw 
9-ucstion for tho reason that it was exr<- ,,.slYo 
m _length. and contained statements of fact 
winch were not necessarv to exn!ain the 
question. and thereby contravened- Standing 
Order No. 67. I mggest that the hon. mem
ber should make himself conversant with the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. KERR: I have studied the Standino
Orders, an cl I d0sire to withch·a w t h~ 
question. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

E:\PEKDITl"RE 0::>1 STATE IROX AXD STEEL 
vYORKS-PRESEKT DuTIES AOID SALARY OF 
MR. BROPHY. 

::VIr. EL T'HI'\'STONE ( O:rln;) asked t.he 
Seeretarv for Mines- · 

. '' 1. Is any expen.-'o nO\V b0ing incurred 
Jn regard to the Sbte Iron and Steel 
vYorks vroposal; if ''J, ire what direc
twn? 

"2. Vvhat duties are being performed 
by Mr. Brophy at the present moment? 

"3. \Yhat salary is be being paid?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES replied-
" 1. 2, and 3 .. :.\Ir. Brophy is now 

cn_gagcd as Sup0nntcndcnt of Statr> coal 
mines and borin~ oprrations at same 
salary. wbich is in aecordance \rith his 
engagement agroC'ment." 

PrRPORTLD OrL DISCOYERY AT BEAuDESERT. 
Mr. ELPHINS'TONE aske:d the Secretary 

for J\1inc,,-
" vVhat is th0 precent position in regard 

to tbe 11urported oil discovPrv at Bcau-
drscrt?" '"' 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES replied-
" I \Yould refer f,,, hon. gentleman 

to the report be' Dr. ,Tensen. Govern
ment Geologist, in the 15th Jul, issue 
of the ' J\Jining J ourna.l.' " ·~ 

Arw AXCES "LNDER iYORKERR' D" ELLI~GR AcT 
AND \YoRKERR' Ho}IES AcT. 

:\ir. ELPHI::--JSTONE asked t.he Trea
surer-

" \V hat amount ~~,,as advanced nnder 
tho \Yorkers' D\wllings Aci and the 
vVorkers' Homes Act, rcepectively. for 
thc twelve months ended 30th June 
1922 ?" ' 

The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Theodore) 
replied--

" \Yorkc>rs' Dwdlinp:s Aet, £136.890; 
·workers' Homes Act, nil." 

Fm:IT l'n.P UsED BY STATE CA:,XERY hiPORTED 
FRO:II SOUTHER~ STATES. 

Mr. SI7.ER (Xundah) asked the Minister 
111 Charge of State Enterprises-

" Is it not a fact that ~t least 75 per 
c-=:-nt. of the total cautonnt of fl'uit pulp 
used by the State cannery during the 
period of 1st ,fuly, 1921. to 30th June, 
1922, was import0d from Southern 
State:.:?" 

Ho::>~. W. FORGAN SiHITH replied-

"::\o." 

PAPER. 
The following pa{JCJ" was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed :-
Report of the 11Ptropolitan \Vater 

Supply and ScwNage Board. 
Briiibane. 

EXPENDITPRE A:'\D V.\LUE OF 
rNSOLD MIKER.\LS IN CON
XECTION iYlTH CERTAIN 
STATE ENTERPRISES. 

Mr. LOGA::'\ (Lodyu), in the abs,·nce of 
:.\Tr. \Yalk(•r (Cooroora), awYed-

"That there be laid upon tbc table of 
the House a return showing the total 
expenditure to the 30th June. 1922. in 
connection with the following enter
prisPs :-Rorna oil bore, \Yarra coalmine, 
Bar~daba coahnirw. St:vx Riycr coaln1inc. 
Bo\ven coahninc, Arsenic 1nine (~ibbcn~ 
bar). Venu' Stat~ battery, Bamford State 
battcrv. Kidston battNy, Chillagoe 
smcltcJ's. State \Yorks (In-incbank). Stat<' 
~torR {IrYincbank), and d 0 watcring 
Pahncr rninrs, tog0tlH't' ~.-.;ith a return 
sho\'•;ing tho a1nonnt rccrived fron1 pro
dnrts, &c., fron1 the aLoYe cnt0rpnses. 
and the yalue of n11 nn old 1nincral 
obtained from_ such C'ntl'l'prisc"" 

Question put and passed. 

F AC'I'OHIES AND SHOPS ACTS .UIEI'\D 
:.\lENT BILL, 

IxiTIATION I::>~ Cmr:MITTEE. 
(Jir. Jl. J. J{incnn, !lrislmn,, in th< chair.) 

HoK. W. FORGA~ S::\IITH (Jlru·~'a.'Ji. in 
lTlOVing--

" That it is dPsirabl8 that a Bill lw 
introducrd to &lnC'I,d thr- Factories and 
Shops /\.eh 1900 to 1920. in a certain 
particular," 

said: The anlC''~'JdinPnt propo.~rd is n short 
one d0aling \Yith the brrad-baklng industry. 
and is introduced at the rcqnest nf th•' 
Bakers' l' nion and the ]JI m;ter Baker< 
..:-\s~ociation. The objPct of tl1r Bill is to 
prcYcnt 'vhat i~ known rrs nnfnlr trading 
Ai the present tin1e, under crrta!n co:-Jditjon<; 
the awerd can be eya,kd bv tlw form 'tinn 
o[ a kind of pal'tnrrship, a."nd the partners 
m a v not. carrv on bnsincss in strict 
nccordanc<' with .the ,,ward. The pm·pose of 
tho Bill is to provide that the conditions 
appertaining in any bakehouse shall bo the 

Hon. IV. Forgan Smith.] 
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conditions laid down in the award g-overn
ing that industry. 

Mr. BRAND: It is in the interests of the 
master bakers? 

HoN. \V. FORGAN SMITH: Yes, and 
of the employees. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dal/;y): On the face of it, 
this Bill seems simple enough. It seems as 
if the n1nster bakers and e!np1oyees havo 
put their heads together to cornbinc against 
some other people who are interested in the 
bfJ king bus.iucs:;;. 

Hon. \V. FORG.\X SMITH: Ii is merely 
intended tu prevent. unfair trading. 

Mr. VO\VLES: 'Cnfair trading depends 
upon the way you look at it. It might be 
fair to the mastcl' bakers, but unfair to the 
other people concerned. I would like to 
know whether it will affect the price of 
bread. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX SliiiTH: It will ilot affect 
the price of bread. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Yill it ha,-e the effect of 
keeping the prices up? 

Hon. \V. FmWAN S:llrrn: It will not have 
any effect on the price. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I do not \a Et to wast<> 
tirne 110\Y jn debating the nutttcr; we can 
wait till \Ye .:;;ce the Bill itsplf; but it. sec1ns 
to me that all these rr';ulations which arc 
going to interfere with these people cer
tainly will not tend to clwapen the com
modity. 

Question put and passed. 
The liouse rcsunu~ci. 
The CHAimiAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a re· olution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
HoN. W. FORGAN Sl\liTH presented the 

Bill, and moved-
" That the Bill be now read a first 

tirne." 
Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

CAIRNS HYDRO-Jn,ECTRIC POWER 
IXVESTIGATION BO.\RD BILL. 

I:>riTIATION Il'l Cm!l\!ITTEE. 
(J£1·. [(ir!l'an, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

HoN. W. FORGAN S:.\1I'I'H, in moving-
" That it is de.,irable that a Bill be 

introduced to constitute the Cairns 
Hydro-Electric Power Investigation 
Board and to define its pmvers and duties 
and for other incidental purposes," ' 

said: The. object of the Bill is to appoint a 
board to nweotigate the possibilities of the 
Barron Falls being utilised for a hvdro
electric power scheme. The board w !il be 
elected by the Yarious local authorities in 
the district, from their own members, and 
two members approYed by th,-, Governor in 
Council. The GoYernmeni: will subsidise the 
fund pound for pound, up to a maximum of 
£1,000. It will be the dutv of the board to 
inquire into the whole scheme and to make 
a report to the Government on the advisabi
lity or otherwise of hm·ne<,ing those watel"'. 

Question put and pas~cd. 
The Hom0 resumed. 
The CH.\IR~I.\N roportPd that thP ('onnnittcc 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

[lion. TV. Forgan Sm1'th. 

FIRST READING. 

Hox. \V. FORGA::"-J SMITH pr<'scnted the 
Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now road a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PRDIARY PRODUCERS' OEGANISA
TION BILL. 

SEcoxD READING-REScMPTION OF DEBATE. 

I\Ir. COSTELLO (Carnarron) : I rise to 
\'Oice mY oninions on this Bill. Fir,t of all, 
I wonlcllil~e to say that the introduction of 
the Biil Bhows a change of front on the part 
of the Government. In fact, they have 
almost robed themselves afresh. They have 
rtn1ovcd their sta.ined clothes anti put on 
garment; of spotless white. (Hear, hear! 
and lnughtr-r.) I--Iovvcvcr. \vhethcr they hayc 
removed their stained garments. or whether 
the\· a re spotless ·white, I am quite prepared 
t J give the Governrnent u rea.·onablc oppor
tunity of showing their genuineness in rPgard 
to thiB Dill. The Bill in ten sts me as a 
primary prodnrer. I rna:;· ~a~- tha.t I an1 a 
prin1ar.'· producer of the first 'vater . . I was 
born on the land anrl served all rnv bn1e on 
the land, and, except for a pcrio~l when I 
\\?,s engag('d ou a more important duty, I 
have been on the land all mv life. I have 
no ot!tm· objc•ct in life but t"o till the soil, 
even if we ha.ve a Governn1ent. in po~1YCr that 
is not sym p: thctic to the pc•opl e. on the land. 
I had th, opportunit!' of hearmg the Pre
mier outline his scheme on the third occasion. 
I was not present when he delivered that 
famous address at Laidlev which we have 
heard so much about, but f was present when 
h,, delivered his address at Stanthorpe in 
Fcbrua.rv of thi, vear. At Stanthorpc we 
had a hill repr'"·•cniation of fruitgro;.;. ers and 
farmers belonging to that district. and. 
although they were not all suprJOrters of 
the Labour Government, they were prepared 
wholc-heartecll.> to hear what the Premier 
had to say, and the-: were prepared whole
hcartcdl:v 'to acC'ept, hi~ schprnu, and, if. it 
were a genuine scheme, to bclp the Premrer 
to put it into force. They were prepared t_o 
forgiYe r.nd forget the past action" of tbrs 
Government. 

:'vir. COLLIXS: What past actions of the 
Government were thcv prepared to forgive 
and forget? " 

Mr. COSTELLO : 'I'hcv arc too numerous 
for me to attcn1pt to enul-nern.tc to~day. The 
pconlc in the countn know all about them, 
and' have cxr>ressed "their opinion on them 
to such an extent thEtt we have full benches 
ovor hen), 'vhile there a:r~ many ernpty seats 
on the other side of the House. 

:.\Ir. COLLIXS: You only represeut South 
Queens] and. 

Mr. COSTELLO : I represent more than 
South Queensland. I represent the country 
rcople whole-heartedly in regard to this 
Bill. l'\o per6on is more anxious than I am 
hi proYe the genuineness of t'Jis .Bi!I, ~nd 
no ono is more sjnccre than I am In wrshrng 
to he!n the Government to put it througb. 
\\"re have had a good deal of discnssion on 
the Bill. Some of the speeches hase been 
interesting-, w.hile others have been very 
monotono~ls. NevertholPss, m:v attitude ever 
since the Bill was first mooted has been to 
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aclvise the people to accept the Bill and to 
take the Covernnumt en their mrrits. I 
have said to the farn1ers in my didrict, "I 
am goiug to help tho Government if the 
Bill has anything genuinl:. in it at all. I arD 
not going to bear an:· animo,it:v for the past. 
nor show 6Uspicion, and I ask you as farn1ers 
to take tho Bill ancl everything you can 
possibly get from it." 

With regard, first of all, to the personnel 
oF the Council of Agriculture, members on 
this side take exception to the fact that the 
Sec1·etary for Agriculture is to be pre-ident 
of the Council. If we \Yant to kecjl the Bill 
free from political influence, we must amend 
that provision. If we \V ish to convince the 
farmer that there is no party politics in the 
Bill, we cannot do so with that hon. gentle
lllan's prp.;;;cucc on the CounciL \Ve hayc 
bePn 1o1rl thrrt the fanner~ ar~ very ~uspicious, 
and I know they are; and they have every 
reason to be so; and the presence of the 
Scrr('tarv for A~Tieuliure on the L'onncil v.-111 
destrov ~ll thei1; con£1dcnce in the BilL \Ve 
arc al~o to have on the' council the Commis
sioner for Hail" a vs. His interests are not 
our intcn,,,ts Pntirelv. His bnsine~s is 
running- the railwa:yo to the best advantag-e 
of the State. \Vhy do the Government hold 
h1m np ns ono of the big factors in making
this Conn('i] a suC'CC',$, and '- thp Jll-~11l ·who i~ 
g-oing to help us out? I ask the Secretary 
for Hailwa.-, what the Commissioner knows 
about ~he ~producers' interests? He rnay 
know all about railwavs, Then th0rc are 
other Go,TcrnnH.'nt nom{nP('S un the CnnnciJ. 
They mrty be expr;rts, hut \\here is the prac
tical n1an, where is the business rnan on this 
.council? 

Tho PRE:\IIER: There is i\Ir. Short, the 
general manago· of the Central sugar mills. 

Mr. COSTELLO: He mav know all about 
eugar, but the fruit interests and the sugar 
1ntcrc:-ts arc as far apart as the cast is 
from the .,.·est. ·why _should we rely on a 
:-;ngnr n1an? 

' The Pnnmm: Business considerations arc 
the same in all industries. 

l\Ir. COSTELLO : Ho may have commer
cial ability, but I say his interc-.ts are not 
identical with ours. \Ye should have our 
own representation, and not be governed by 
:.;ugar n1cn. or by cotton gro\vcrs, or \Yheat 
g-rowers, who do not k_now anything about 
frmt, That sort of thmg is confusing the 
people. 

The PRE)!IER: They have agreed to the 
ennBtitu!-ion of tlw Council. 

:\ir. COSTELLO: They are prepared to 
agree to anything, on the principle that half 
a loaf is bott-er than no bread. J\I v own 
attitude to the Bill is that I am prepa"rod to 
take half a loaf rather than no bread at alL 
That may not be the opinion of every hon. 
member on this side of the House, but some
thing is necessar:·, and I am prepared to go 
that. far. 

The advisor"? board, of which we hear so 
much, me.;· be. all right in its fllace; but, if 
'"" arc going to have one officer advising 
a bont v:hcat, another about sugar, another 
about dairying, and another about fruit
gro,ying. what sort of confw::ion are we 
going to have? 

Then. ft~ to thp (lutics of th(' Council. WC' 

have heard so much that we arc likclv to find 
out. that it has been considerabiy over-

rated, and that the farmers' hopes will be 
somowhat dashed. I say the 

[4 p.m.] Government have boomed this 
thing too much, and have led 

the country to expect too much from it. I 
am afraid the Premier and the Secretary for 
Agriculture will never carry into effect the 
promises they have made. 

The PRE)JIER: In Stanthorpe, you told me 
you had con,iderable hopes from the scheme. 

Mr. COSTELLO : It ··\as only initiated at 
that time; it had not been boomed like it is 
being boomed at the Pl"C' •nt time. \Vhy all 
l his booming' Is it political publicity, or 
do the Government reallv intend it to b•o a 
g·euuine scheme? ~What is the need for this 
eopncil? It arises from the fact that the 
wrong p2ople haYC been governing the 
country. If vn~ had a GoYernmcnt \vho 
n')ll'i scnt.ec1 the interests of the people, there 
would hav·" been no neccssitv for this new 
Parliament-if I mav call 'it such. The 
Government ha\ •? failed to legislate in the 
interests of the primary producer. At the 
eleventh hour t.he;1 realise th' position they 
arc in, and, not having the ability or the 
rxpcricncc, they arc puEing the rcsponsi
bilih- on the 'boulders of the Council of 
Agric·.1lt.ur -'· \Ye ha ye organised considerably 
in our o\vn \vay during the last six yfar~. 
\Ye arc told that the organisation of the 
ugar ueoplc represents 90 per rent.. of the 

full streng-th of those engaged in the indLtstry. 
ThQ fruitgrovi 'rs in the granite belt were 
mg-aniscd with their own funds, because they 
rcalif'od that, without organi~ation, they 
could not do anything. \Vhat is to become of 
this org-anisation? Is it the wish of the 
Govermncnt that they should close up their 
hooks and hav(' no further organisation .Pxcept 
that ]Hovidcd for under this scheme? There 
i~ no intention on the part of the organi~ation 
with which I am conncded to disband. \Ve 
rrro going to keep our organisation in exist
cn<:e berauso the day may come when \Ve 

shrt!l need it. The organisa.tior; has been too 
cost.lv to allow its m0mbers to disband before 
the SChPme has been triN] and proved SUCCeSS· 
iuL The question is, \Vhy is it necessary to 
have this agricultural scheme 9 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is• a 
nice question to co1nc fron1 a n1ember repre
senting a farn1ing community. 

;\lr. COSTELLO; I would like to draw 
attention to the policy of this Government 
when they w'nt to the country 1n the year 
1920. I will quote some of the Government's 
sch<>mcs which \Yere outlined at the opening 
of Parliament ('' llrtnsard," volume cxxxv.). 
The Hrst. thing on the list is a " Provision of 
Water for Settlers BilL" ·where is that? 

The PRE:\IIER: That Bill was postponed 
because of the opposition of the )/ationalist 
partv. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. COSTELLO: It is two v<:ars since 
that Bill wos promised to the people, and 
there was no sign of it in the Gm·ernor's 
Speech tlt;s year. A rural bank was promised 
to our people. Where is that to-day? Then 
there was also to he an amendment of tlw Co
operative Agricultural Procludion Act. That 
\Y<1S prornisell a1Po last session at the rc<JUcst of 
the primary pro due ·rs in Southern Queens
land. \Vhat has h11ppencd to it' \Vhcro was 
the >inceritv of the Government when they 
dosed up Parliament and we were told they 
had to g-ot awa;: to s<'c the, :Melbourne cup? 
Their troubles about the ]Wlmary producc~rs! 
That was ]r,,_s than twclv<1 months ago. Now 
·,·c haYe this great change of front. Look at 

JJlr. Costcllo.] 
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the speech which was made at the opening 
of this session. No ono else but the man on 
the land was to be considered. I wonder what 
the industrialists are saying? rrhey are not 
considered in the Government's programme. 

Mr. COLLIXS: There are a good few indus
trialists in your electorate too. 

}\lr. COSTELLO: I am looking rrfter their 
interests as well as the hon. member for Bowen 
is lookj ng after the inten~sts of those in his 
Plectorate. Let U5 go right b::tck to the tirno 
wJ-lt'n th.i~ Governlnent first rarnu into povvcr. 
What thd they tell the pl,ople on that occa· 
si~n? Speaking to the prirnary produecr, the:,7 

saJd-

" He has no other l ''urse but to support 
the party that will a>sist him with capital 
experience) and ad \'ice." ' 

liDn. nwmbcrs on the other side have not the 
experience of a. lamb. (Laughter.) Then 
they smd the pr1mary producer should sup
port thQ partv-

.. That "wiil help to establish a modern 
fann and (~nable hin1 to c,u:rv on his 
industry under modern eonditim1s." 

Let them go to tho south-v""estern parts of 
Queensland and sco the people who are living 
away from tho rmlwa:v.; let them see the 
n1odel'n fa.rnters there, and i·ho 111anncr in 
which the people arc eking out a bare 
cxJStenee. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
mernber w1ll connect his ren1arks with the 
Bill. 

Mr. COSTELLO:. I am endeavouring to 
'how that the smoor1ty of the Government is 
O)Wn fo doubt. The question has been raised, 
" \Vhy ;;;e the people. so doubtful about this 
:;:.chf'nle. I :un glYlHg the reason. Thi;:;; 
manifesto continues- ' 

" There is onlv one such party. It is 
the Labom· parly." 

After the elcctio~, »:hat did we get? We got 
the land tax, pnce-IIxmg, and illcrcftsed rail
way fares and freights. I want specially to 
draw the act: ntwn o£ the Secretary for Agri
S~}tun" w ihc fact that, _from 1s~ July. 1915, to 
o,~,~h ~nne, 1921~a pcnod of SIX yPars-only 
-4.Sv0 was advanced under the Co-operative 
Agnc •liural l'i·oduction Act: yet the Govorn-
11\~ut borrowed in that period approximatelY 
£oO,COJ,OOO ! . . That is_ the reason why people 
are so ·asplcJous. \\ hy should they not be 
~uspicious? 

A Gonu:.:1rENT ?.IE~rBER: What did the 
Denhan1 Govcnuncnt do? 

Mr. COSTELLO: We hold no brief for 
the Dcnham Govern1ncn:, but I venture to 
say that. if that Govemmont had been in 
r10V\Tl', the pr_irnary J1l'OdU('(H':- Wou}d not be 
111 th~ struggling po.~ition they ar(' in to-dav. 
aud Jt would net be nec~ssary to create "a 
C,ll!ncil of Agricultur • to puli thPm out of 
the mud into which they have been forced. 
,\ co!ls!dcrablc 3"lom:t of monev has been 
spent on State cntcrprise2, and {f onlv one
fourth of that mon'"" hrrd ho<'n made" avail
a blc to settlers under the \dvances to Sct
t:crs Aci:, look at the opportunity they would 
ru1vl~ had to ec;t8bli:=-h themselves. Ho\v 
would the t·o.operative cornpunies have fared 
in tlw c·tablishmcnt of industri"' i£ a pronor
tlon of that monP.Y hnd been rnade available? 
Tht: prirnary producer:~ have Lccn crying 
alc·uJ f~r help fo~· si-...: years, and have got 
ab_,olutt ,v ne ass1stance frail! the Govern
ment. ThP fruitg1·owers from Stanthorpo 
asked the Secretary for A ooriculture in ~ ll 
sincerity to introd{~re a ~~~asurc on the.ir 

[ 111r-. CDstello. 

behalf, ancl th"t was promised to them. No 
l'CUSO:l \Vas given as to why that rneasure
has L·l·en · slwlved. The Council of Agricul
tL11-P uHder this Bill will be asked to deal 
with tlwoo matters. The Secretary for Agri
culture will b,, the chairman of that body. 
l! the members of the council should recom
m~nrl the re-establishment of the svstem of 
freehold, what sort of a time are they going 
to· get from the chairman., \Ve are anxious 
to CC' lhat system re-established. \Ve do not 
desire that the Secretary for Agriculture 
should Dccupy the position of chairman. If 
the Bill cclltains half of what it is said to 
contai!C, it ,,-ill have my support and the 
whole-bcarted support of the producers 
whom I represent. \\- c are not going to ofkr 
any direct objections or show any hostility 
towards the Bill. but wl~ are going to reserve 
the right to criticise it, and tD offer such 
roa3onablc arnendments us will inspire con~ 
fidenc·o in the producer>". \Ye will give the 
I11ini,tcr an opportuuity of showing whether 
he is genuinely desirous of n1aking the Bill 
what it should be It is rather too earlv to 
congratulate the GovcrnnH~nt on their e:h3:nge 
of front. \Ve should know why the,,~ bou
quets arc being held out to the farmer'. 
1Jurin(l" last session the Go· ~rrnnont were 
being forced on by rr certain eection of thciY 
supporters, but to-day I believe the Premier 
has got his foot on the neck of these ex~re
n1ists, and v\·o ha vt EOine prospects of getting 
some benefit for the primary producer. 

::\Ir. EDW ARDS (~Yarwnr,o): In listening 
to the debate on this all-impmtant Hill, Oll!'l 

canuot help b cing struck with the attitude 
of Govcnnncnt rncn1bcrs towards Country 
partv representatives. It is ab:;olutely clear 
frm,; the speeches of hon. mPmbers D]lposite, 
and also from the statement made bv the 
Prernicr \vhen he first outlined thn prOposal 
at Laidley, that this Bill is going to be used 
at evel"{ turn by Governrnent men1bors for 
the pm.-pose of bclittliug the Country party 
JllO\"P11lrnt. l-lm1. JnC'I\~bPrs opposite have not 
(~ndoaYDlU'·r'd. to show that thi~ nwasnrc is in 
the intc-ro·ts nf production, and they have. 
not attemp(2<t to point out the benefits 
that the farmer will dcri\"c, but their argu
ments hi<H' been directed to the object of 
belittling tho ropre~entativt>s of the country 
peopk. P,o0lng- that tlwt is taking place, 
ho'.".' ean \" e t~~]J the people in th8 country 
that the Bill j·, fre0 from political control'? 
\V hen thP Premier lh :<t launched hio pro· 
pmal at Lrridl<'y, he ddinitdy stated thrrt he 
,

0
, ns going to do :omcthlng in the intcr,~sts of 

the procluccre. ::'\: 'ttunllv the pr·ocluccrs a re 
\·('r\· suspicious o£ the Prc1nicr or the Go
Ycrnmnnt attemptinl' to do an:,·thing for 
them at thio late hour. ,ecing that they haYe 
had an oppnrtu11it-:;,T durir:f! tlH~ ]a~t seven 
vf'ar:.:;. Thf' Prt-'lnlcr \Vent on to tell the 
j1eopl" in Laidlcy and othN parts of the 
countrY \Yhi< h hr- Ylsitcd that the Coun
tr\ pUrhT m em bC'r~ oppos0d C'VPry 111E-1~ure 
tl{at wa · introduced in tht~ inh~rc·-:ts of the 
fnrnH'rs 

l\Ir. BrLrOcK: Is tlw t l!ot true? 

ivir. EDW ARDS: Did the C'onntr:c party 
oppo>e the \Vheat Pool Bill. or a1w otlwr 
m0asnre introdncf'.d in thr;r lnferc~L? The
:;::tatf>menh n1ade by thP Prc1nier 3rc plain 
proD£ that the Bill is to be' U>t'd ni every 
tnrn in the inh~n·~ts 0f the po11tlca1 party 
onposit~:. The SPcretr~rv for Agriculture at 
1~a~t knov~·s a little ahOut prlrnnry produc
tion. 

1\'Ir. BncocK: A little? 
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Mr. EDW ARDS: Yes, and only a little. 
The l\linistcr, kno\ring the position of n1ost 
of the primary producers of this State
particnlarl~- srnall n1cn~should rcn1ovo party 
politics frotn thL' lnCflfmro, and lea,-c tho 
scherrw entirely in the hand' of thoe~ people 
to work out their mvn destiny. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl'LTCRE: Leave 
the farnH"rs to tJw h"ndcr mcrcio.:i of the 
spccnhtDr 'I 

1\Ir. EDY\ARDS: The interjectic•u coming 
fron1 the 1\linister Joe~; not f· . .:Jnnd too well, 
cc,pecially when one considers that after 
the 1913-19 drought, vvhcn tl1e lllltter pm
ducers of thi~ St.1te Y' ere trying to get Lack 
their O\YD in order to prty off thcjr bill~ to 
the st<Jrcs. the Minister v<Jted for tlw estab
lishment of a Co,tnllis-.;ion-ur of Priers who 
would cut down the price of butter. If tlw 
GoYornnH'nt arc f~oing to haYo anv control 
under this n1easur0, i hP producers V arc not 
going to obtain the be't advantage. Just 
recent! v a conferL nee of the heads of the 
Farn1ef6' (~nion. rcprc~E'nting the whole 
district. was held in my p]ector.c tc and sug
gested that two gentlemen shoulcl lw elcrtnd 
tu the Council of Agriculture~. ~eBing that 
that ·Council at the prrsent time is dealing 
\vith the maize qnestiou. En~ryoee who 
knov> s anything about rnaizc-grov. ing and 
the n1arketing of maizn in Quceni'land 
rPalisc_ that there is no produ( ~ in regard 
to which there is rnorc necrl for a::;sistance 
in the mattt r of storage and in mark<,ting. 
Our district sugg0st~cl that the .e lwo gentle
men should be appointr<l on the Ccuncil of 
Agriculture, s-ec•ing that the:--.> pot,,ess a large 
anrount of ex_p~rir~ncc-. \Yh1ch has been gained 
in the artual rnarkPting of rnaiz('. La~t year 
they hflndled abcut 30.UO bags of maize in 
a ,-oluntary pool. 

l\11-. BrLcor·K: Suppo'c you allmYrd every 
dif:trirt sin1ilar rcprC"'<cntation, what would 
be the )lO'ition? 

Mr. ED\VARDS: That is not the quc>t'on 
at all. l.t the pn wnt time the Councii at 
Agrieulturf' is dealing with thr' question of 
1narkctinp;- the n1a izr JT0\'1 n in QUL'cn~land. 

Tlw SEC'In:r:lRY ron ~\GRICCLTCRE: Then~ is 
rnore nutize grO\Yn in 1ny di::;tl·ict than i:n 
your.". 

Mr. EDWARIJS: I am very plt>ascd ihat 
the hon. g(·ntlcman has made that interjec
tion, bccau::;e I am gQing; to sho'v 110\V where 
politics rome in. \Vhen tho:::e rcprrsenta
tivC's 'Yf'nt hc~forP fH• { 'onnc=l. tlw Couneil 
Jid not 1nake inquiric:; to s0c if those gt~ntle
n1cn coui-d gi,-c them the information that it 
is costing hundred~ of pounds to gather at 
the prc~c!1t tin10, anll '":hich they could give, 
because they handled the whole crop last 
yr·nr voluntarily for thc,ir own organisation. 

The SEcRETARY FOH AGRICTLTURE: No. 

Mr. EDIYARDS: We find the :Minister 
taking it on hin1s~lf, as chairman, to say 
that he could bP rctken as representing the 
majzcgrowcrs of Qu 'Cnsland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!f'C:LTCTRE: The 
largest maizc-gro~,ving di:3trir.t I !:fl.i·cl. 

Nir. ED\Y ARDS: You sa id on rcpre-
~~ented tlw n1aize>grovvcr~ of Que enslanc!. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLn:urc: That is 
not tnw. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \\'hi le the hon. ge'ntlc
man n1ay know ~omcthing about the ::.n<"tize 
question in Northern QncenslanJ, ]h, knCJws 

ab,.olutely Ieothing about the marketing of 
maize in the South. In the first place, the 
maizo grown on the At,herton Tabklancl m 
most seasons is not shipped further south 
than Town,ville. 

The SECRE~'ARY FOR AGRICcL'rURE: That is 
wrong. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It is not wrong. In 
somo years thousands of tons of maize 
grown in South Queensland arc shipped as 
far as l\lelbuurnc a1~cl to other ports in the 
Southern States. Thcrcfo;·e it was abso
lutelY esscutial that theoe 1\vo men should 
have' been appointed to the Council of Agri
culture in the int<?rests of the maizcgrowors 
of Southern Quccmland, ancl of Northern 
Qw'on' lane! too, bec-ause they could impart 
any a1nount of inforrnation in regard to the 
storage of n1aizc in Northern Quecnsh,nd. 
Cun the Ministr;r blame the producers or the 
nuti.Jcgrowers iu this State for being sus
}Jicious ,,,hen, in th0 first in3ta.nce, the 
Gov-ernment appoint their delegate' to the 
C'oancil. ;~nd the hon. gcntkinan takes the 
rnpomibility, as Scc"·etary for Agriculture, 
of rcprescnti11g the vvholc of Queensland so 
far as maize-growing i:-J concerned? Does it 
not. at the lea,t, look suspicious and indicate 
that politics are in the scheme? 

Mr. '\'rxSTAXLEY: You havo a suspicious: 
n1ind. 

1\Ir. EDW ARDS: And I require a sus
picious mind when I am dealing with the 
hon. rn0n1ber. ..All the argurnents used in 
connection with this £clwme-that the farmers 
fll'P going to receive the light and that every
thing is going to be b('autiful for them~ 
,were u,cd_ b";,' n1cnrbrrs cf the Government 
when tht'V broc{ght into cxi,tenee that beauti
ful whi tc elephant known as the State Pro
duce Agency. \Vhe1t has hl en the result 1 

After ,.-ears of vvork that agenev has made a 
loss of something like £25,00r. 

The SPEAKER: Order ' I would ask the 
hon. member to comwd his remarks with the 
Bill. 

:\1r. ED\V_\RDS: I am endeavouring to 
show that the producer., cf thi~ State require 
to be careful ii! conncct1on v ith this nrattor,. 
and I \'~ oulc1 E:ug-gc~t io the Secretary for 
Agriculture that the ~ectional organisations 
in existence> at the prcsc,;t time >hould be 
taken jn as org-anjsailnn:-: in c: nncction with 
t.hi~ ,,chcn!e. 1\Jy rea~on for suggpo,ting that 
is bcran~c·. after all, whPn :vou bring the 
!DH.izegrowcrK, the ~ngar-groi.Yt'l'S, the da.1ry
n1en, and other sections of the :..tgricultural 
indu,try togPtlwr you fwd that their interests 
art' not identical. 

1\Ir. CoLLIKS: How i., it. lhc•n. that they 
arc all in th~ al10gc-d Cotu~try party? 

'\Jr. ED\YARDS: Th,,t has nothin'l' to do 
\Yith the qnc~tion of di~tr2(·t organif'atjons. 
At the prc~cnt t.in10 thE'.V ran con1o to the 
Countr:.' party, and the Country party will 
a~~ist t bern. no m a tt.rr ''" hethrr they are 
sugar-growers. rnaizf'~~rowPrs, \Yheatgrow~rs, 
or engaged in any other 1g-rlcultural indu··,try. 

Tho S'ECRET.\RY FOR _1-iGRICUL'l'T.:-RE: \Von't 
th Coun('il uf Agriculture do the sarne '! 

1\ir. EDW .\RDS: Xo: because you bring 
the sugar-grower, vY11o is interested in getting 
a good price for his sugcr; you bring the 
butt0r-producer, who is interested in obtain
ing a good prirc for his butter; and you 
bring people engager! in othc.,. industries into 
contact with those who require those articles 

JJJr. Edwarcls.] 



3±6 Primary Producers' [_\SSEMBLY.] Organisation Bill. 

as cheapiy as they can get them, aiHl I have 
never Sl'8Il an orga11isation worked success
fully where the intereds of its members are 
di>tmctr,ically opposed to one another. If 
the l\linistcr can see his wav clear to accept 
these organisations as theY are and then 
anything happened to this measure, they 
would still be in existenc<•. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC11LTURE: There 
is no objcc·tion to do what you arc a~king. 
\\-o will accept them. As a matter of fact, 
that has bcc'n done alroad,, \Ve have had 
astiuranee., alrcad.:: that thCy will join. 

Mr. EDW AHDS: En bloc? 

The SErRETARY FOR AGRICLLTURE: Y cR. 
Others' c:-tE come in individually; but there 
;, no reason why the organisations should not 
giye its support to the central organisation. 

Mr. EDW AHDS: lf the :\linister accepts 
organisations such as I suggcot, he will he 
,domg a big thing fDl' Quecnsbnd; but 
that IS not the argument used by the 
organi:3Cl':.> at th(~ prt::,ent tiiTlC. rrhcse 
organiSErs are asking tho present organisa
tions to break up and 1ncrgc in the central 
organisation, \\~hich will practically put them 
ont of existence. 

Tho SECRE'r.\RY FOR AGR!CVLTI:RE: They 
nc>ed not break up. 

.Mr. ED\V ARDS : Proper consideration 
should be given to the produrerB' org·anis'-l
tions, ·which havu beau working in the 
it~tcrc"'t'-3 of nroductio11 for vcars The 
1Iinister 'vill 1~ccognise that the~ great dairy
i!lg industry is organist>d practically up to 
100 peT cent. of the suppliers, and I do not 
think he will deny that n:pl'Ejentati\~co; fron1 
that great organisation ha\"8 <:o1no to him 
on many occasions and asked for certain 
legislation and certain a,sistance, which he 
has absolutely opposed. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: :\Iention 
somo of them. 

'\1r. EDW ARDS: I will. A few months 
'tgo one of the most representative deputa
ti<nls from the dai1·ying industry that I have 
ever seen in mY life wa,ited on the :Minister 
in connection '~ith the cold storag·e question, 
and they pointed out that many thousands 
of pounds "·otd·d be lost to the dairying 
industry if the Government went on with 
the Hamilton cold stores. Although the 
l\Iinister gave the dcputabon every considera
tion, \vo find that thf~ Government have acted 
jn defiance of the v\'ishes of the deputation, 
nnd have gone on with the building of the 
Hamilton cold stores. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE : 

stores were nearly half built 'vhcn that 
tation can1e to me. 

The 
depu-

Mr. EDW ARDS: That deputation went to 
the Secretary for Agriculture before there 
\Yas cvC'r a start made. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTLRE: You are 
dealing with the deputation which came to 
me when the star(', were half built. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am dealing with the 
Government, too. There is also a verv 
important question which should be discusse~l 
in connection with this scheme-that is the 
establishment of a rural bank. That is one 
of the most important matters to consider. 

i\ir. BCLCOCK: Don't YOU think that the 
Bill contains provisions that will lead to the 
c--tablishment of a rural bank? 

[Jh·. Edtcar-ds. 

Mr. EDWARDS: If tho :\1inister has 
altered his principles, thoro is a possibility 
that there may be such a provision; but, if 
the hon. member will look at " Hansard," 
he will see that members on this side have 
asked the Government. time and again, to 
establish a rural bank. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTI:RE: Just show 
us that in "Hansard." 

Mr. EDW ARDS : It is mentioned in the 
first speech I made in this House. That 
matter has be<'n n<'glectecl up to the present 
tirrw. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTI:BE: You 
know it is not in vom· platform. Thei;e is 
no rural bank defin-;,d in your platform. 

Mr. VoWLES: Yes, there is. It is men
tioned in my policy speech. (GoYernment 
laughter.) 

:VIr. EDWARDS: If we had had a bank of 
that description. which could haYe given con
ce~,.jons to primary 11roducers in the times 
of drought and trouble they have gone 
through during the la'~t few :,,cars, they would 
not be in the tlifficulti0s tht;y are in at the 
JH"Csl~nt tirr1P. \Ye fmd that, after going 
through n fair seaRon last :;·C'ar. a great 
number of the producers ha,-e not been able, 
ovdng to f1nancj al difficulties, to stack fodder 
as thev should. I maintain that it is the 
dutv of the Goyernment to see that the 
prirnarv producers '•' ho arc on the· land at 
the pro,cnt time. as well as those who go on 
the land hereafter, are giH'n financial assist
ance to enable them to proYide at least 
water and fodder for their stock. In support 
of my arguments in connection with sectional 
organisation, I would refer to one of the 
greatest orgftnisations in the world at ~he 
present time-the Now 7,ealand Co-operative 
Dairy Company. Limited. As far as I can 
gather, the producers in Xew Zealand have 
not on! y stabilised prices. but they have a 
busine•s man handling their products in 
London, and he gi,·es them full information 
in connection with the CJUalit;· of their butter, 
and as to how it is sold on the market, and. 
as the butter arrives in London. he puts it 
through the best channels in their interests. 

Mr. BtcLCOCK: That is a g-c>od organisation. 
This Bill nroYides for a similar organisation 
i1) Quct::"nsland. 

::\Ir. EDWARDS: I suggest that the G?
vernment should use all their powers m 
organising the dairymen of Queensland on 
the lines of this New Zealand company, so 
that we ~an control and handle our butter 
on the other side of tlw world. The chairman 
of directors of this New Zealand company 
went home to the old country, and mad<J a 
report upon his investigfltions. First of all, 
he found that, in the intore<ts of the dairy
in~ industry of New ZelLland. it would be 
Jlf'~C'S:,ar:· to ~ppoint a businPss m.an to con
duct their affairs on the otlwr s1de of the 
water, and he did that while he was in 
Lonrlon. He givco an insbnce of what hflp
pcncd just rrfter he got there. He was 
fortunatP in securing just the man they 
rc·quircd for the position, and he says in his 
rc-port--

" \Yithin a few davs of the appoint
ment of this London m.ftllager. an incident 
occurred which at once p;·ovf'd the sound
ness of Mr. Goodfc;llow's policv. It is 
the custom with the Toolev street trade 
to dispmc of the produce consigned to it 
as quickly as possible. This is but 
natural, for one firm ha,-e advanced to 
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:\'ew Zealand shippers as much as 
£200.000 on the produce conveyed in the 
one vessel. It is business to get back this 
money as quickly as possible. Thus, as 
soon as a ~tt'arner gets into the rrhaJnes 
arrangcrnents arc at onco n1ade to dis
pose of her cargo. The incident referred 
to occurred just as a Xew Zealand 
steamer was due to arnve. The newly
appointed nlanagcr rJOinted out to 1\ir. 
Goodfellow that the market was firming, 
and if the produce was sold as soon as the 
vessel >vas reported to ha vc reached the 
rrhan1CS, it rnight rncan a considerable 
Ios; if anv delay in discharging her took 
place. ::\ ot a box i'hould be allowed to 
he sold until the sh•amer had adually 
commenced to unload. Mr. Goodfe!low 
at once a_3-rced. The order \vas issued to 
the firms handling the company's con
~ignn10nt~, anJ. because of the large 
arnonnt of hnsincss involved, the firn1s 
<>gr•'cd. And what was the result? On 
th<• dav the steamer arrived the market 
price ,·os 130s. per CIYt. The vecsel v. as 
tnkon into dock, and then taken back 
into the stream, with the result that it 
vYas tPn days before she comnH~nced to 
unload. Bv that time the mark0t nrice 
of but' r•r had increased to 140s. -This 
means that tlw compauy's butter on that 
'::'tcan1er realised 5s. a bOx 1norc than that 
of compani0s \Yhosc butter as sold under 
the ordinary custom of the trade. This 
a.fh-antago n1cant 1nanv thousands of 
pounds to the supplies of the company, a 
sum of money-made through the fore
eight of ono trained man-sufficient to 
pay the whole cost of the London office 
for years to co1ne." 

That is evidence that, if the dairv industry 
of Quocnshnd could be organi··<cd on thoe'e 
lines, we would have such a controlling force• 
rwcr the London mark0t as to bring in 
thousands of pounds more to the country. I 
therefore suggest that, under no circum
stances should the Minister encourage the 
breaking up of the various orgnnisations in 
the dair:,~ing and sugar industries-such 
organisations as the Farm0rs' Union, and 
other bodie >Yhich have hoen formed in the 
interests of the primary producers of this 
State. ThN·e is another point which neither 
the :\Iinister nor the Premier has made 
clear; that i,, as to how they stand at the 
prc-ent timP on the Labour obiective-the 
serialisation of production. I h·~ve in my 
ha.nd a report of the All Australian Confer
Pnce which was recently hold in Melbourne. 
It sets out that the Lab'Our objectives arc-

" To t:tke the fullest adnwtage of the 
great instrument of working-cl::tss pro
gress How- p1acod at their disposal, to 
nr/ZC lc~ders of the workers to carry out 
Labour's policy. as laid clown. indepen
<lent of whom it offends or ,,-hat parti
cular n -ted interest. either of indi.-idnals 
or institutions, it may destroy." 

~:\lark those last words-"it may destroy." 
.-\t the pr0scnt tirne that is the objective of 
the Government, and it is also the objective 
of the SPoretrrry for Agriculture. and he is 
hound to carrv out that idea. As ono who 
has hnd sornc ·Pxp0rience -in primar~'" produc
tion. as mw who kno'YS the strug·gle of the 
people on the land. I hope that the Secretary 
for Agriculture will be fair enough to t0ll 
the peopl0 >.-hat his attitude is in reference 
to the eocinlis~tion of production. because> I 
maintain thnt it is quite impossible for the 
fa rnwr-; an cl the farmers' organisations to 

abandon their suspicion while they are aware 
that the Secretary for Agriculture and the 
Government behind him are bound hand 
and foot to the objective, namely, the socialis
atlon of all industrie.:1. 

J\lr. Bl-LCOCK: The farmers havo the con
trolling interest in this. 

Mr. EUW AitDS: I like t.hc \Yay the hon. 
gc•ntloman says it. It is intcrjPctions like 
that whic·h naturally lead the farmers to be 
suspiciout5 of the v.;hol0 concern. 

The SECRET.\HY FOR AGRICU,TGRE : Toll ne 
where you stand. Are you going to vote for 
it. or against it? 

:;fr. EDWARDS: I am standing solid!;~ 
here. 

()ppORTTIOX J\IE:\IBERS : Ileal', hear ! 
?.Ir. COLLIKS: That is yom right place. 

Mr. EDWAitDS: Tlw hon. member for 
Bc·l.n_•n ha.;; been sitting- over there and lll'O

fe· 'ing to epc:ak in the interests of the prc,. 
dncers of C~ueens!and far too long. I hope 
t.~1i-, iP. the lnst occasion on which he will 
speak in their jntcrests over ihcre. In fact, 
I nrn ccrt:-tin it v.·ill b the last occasion. 

· Thir. Cou ... IXS: C,1nlL' up to BoY--en and run 
agajnst nw. aiH] St'0 how you get on. 

:'!1·. Ell'vY"\RDS: You coon!' up and rnn 
ugainst JII<'. (Laught,:r.) I ''ill let the hon. 
n.e1nlwr for Bo~ven kno-;r exadlv '\\here I am 
iu this rnatter. If th:J ::\lini~'ter \Yill give 
us hi· as .. 'Juranco--

The SECHUARY FOR AGHJCl'L'fl'RE: Do you 
~upport it. or are you against it': 

:VIr. EDW.ARDS: The Sr<·rc'tary for Agri
cultnr0 ha.s no hope of corncrinr; 1110 like 
that. I am going to tell the :Minister that. 
ii he is going to eit in the chair and control 
the Council of Agriculture for political pur
po;;cs. then I am against it. That is straight. 
If i_,lw :P.Ii1lisl81' Ct~"5uL'es mo that he is going 
to give the primary producers of this State 
a fair and square go, and that he will 
take an interest m building up their 
organisations~-

The SECRE'l'AHY FOR AomorLn:RE : I will 
give you that assurance now. 

J\'Ir. ED\YARDS: If the ::Vlinis!er will help 
tiE' farrnerr;: in tlH~ir difficulties and trials ou 
tlw land, and will climim,te the objectiv' 
which he is bound to, then I am prepared to 
help him in <'V'el'Y shape and form in putting 
this schcrrw to 'the conr,tr,'. That is my 
stand. without any argument about it. 

Tlw SECHETAHY FOR AGRICPLTCRE: There 
ar, too n1any " ifs" in that. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I say \vithout hc,itatimo 
that if the GovPrnmcnt are going to use it 
a'3 a' IJOl1ticnl BilL as they ha.vc bee-n trying 
t'> do np to the present time, then I do not 
think that thcv can rcason1blv expect a man 
like me, .,.,.ho 'lws spent all Iris life on the 
land, to support them. 

The SECRE'l'AHY !'OR AGRTCCLTCRE : You arc 
a good old Tor:· . 

Mr. ED\YARDS: If the :\finister will help 
th<· primary producers, tlwn I will give him 
all the support I can. 

Another important qw~~t1on ~ 'vonld .lil~e 
to 1mt to the Secretary for Agnrnlture rs. m 
connection with maize-growing. If the l'vim
ister· is interested in the maizcgrowcrs of 
this State. then I hope h<' will give them 
all the as,istancc he poS''iblv ean to build 
sik0 for stora"'e purposes. If he does that, 
then, when tl~ey get a big crop of maize, 

Mr. Eclwards.l 
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they can hold it over until thcv can obtain 
a reasonable market. By doing that they 
,vill gPt a li,~ing ;vage for their crops. 
Thoro is a,nother question in connection with 
butter factories. If the Council of Agricul
ture has th<· interests of the producers at 
heart, I hope that it will take the earlie~t 
opportunity of bringing about some amalga
mation of the se!1ing and buying of the 
different cmnn1oditics in connection --..vith the 
butter factories of this State. 

OPPOSITT0::-1 i\IE}JBERS : Hear, hear ! 

2'11r. GREEN (To1rnsrill'): I looked fonvard 
with a great dl]_l of inter :st and anticipation 
to the introduction of this Bill after the 
Premier dcliYered his speech at Laidley in 
connection with the deyelopment of his agri
cultural policy, and, since the introduction 
of the Bill here, I haYe listened attentin•ly to 
the spo~chcs which have been made from both 
sides of the Hou•l). I listrncd particularly to 
the speech rlclinred by tho 11inistcr in intro
ducing the Bill. The speeche~ made on the 
other side of the I--Iouso C'ertainly in1pressed 
me with this fact, that the_,. rang true to 
the tone of political expediency, •chile, on 
the other hand, the speeches which were 
dolivor<•d ];,- members from the Opposition 
side of the :House rang \vith sincerity fr01n 
beginning to end. The Secretary for Agricul
ture, in introducing the Dill, devoted about 
70 per ec11t. of his time. not in c':rlaining the 
Bill to 1nen1bers on both sid -·s ol the Hou~e, 
but in trying to make political capital ant 
of it. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTlTRE: Do you 
understand the Dill now? 

Mr. GREEN: Thi-, Bill is supposed to he 
absolutelY devoid of party politics and politi
cal interfcrcnrc, but I hRve no hPsitntion in 
sayjng that the Govcrnn1ent a re trying to 1nakc 
political capital out of it, and that is ,,,hy tbPy 
have intrcdnccd it. \Ve have had e!'iticisms 
frnn1 various members opposite regarding 
cortrrin mrmbers of the Conntry party. 
It is strange that sueh rriticiBm regard· 
ing the funnerr,' rcprc,,cntatiyc,, on this !".ide 
·"-hould come from an x-ra,jhvay cmplo~, ec, a 
blank·.:·nith, a ~oliritor. and an organiser of 
ono of the leading union~. I pride myself on 
being a friend of th0 farmer. whether mem· 
hers on t.hc Government side lik? to believe it 
or not. I ha \-c proved n1v si11ccrity in season 
and out of season, and , throur!,'h ·cloud and 
;.:un~hlne. 'The mcmhl'rs on this side have 
ahnvs 'tood for the intcre<h of the nrimar:v 
produce'. Althou"h I reprr'-ent " city elec
torate, I ha.ve always reeogni,ecl that the 
Jlrr<perib· of this big Stato of Queensland 
rlepe11ds upon the prosp0ritv of the nrimary 
proclnrcr. \Vo can nev0r develop this Stete 
pronc'rlv '\'ithout t.h0 hrln of the liHln on tlH' 
1--nrl, n~d it i~ the nrirna;·y produc<'r who "·ill 
kcPp the 'vh0el~ of th8 industria 1 cenh~c~ g·oinrr, 
if we onJv ;:rive him a fair chrrnco and a fair 
opportunity-. 

OPPOSlTT0::-1 MIDrRERS: Hc-ar. hear! 

Mr. GREEK: 'V" hav0 been c-riticised 
rf'gar-ding Dur sincerit.:v as the frit>nd::; of the 
farmer, hut I can point ont that hvcntv-ono out 
of the i"Wf'nt":-fonr men1bcrs of the V Count.rv 
p~_r+.,."· arr> dirf-rt]v connected with pri1narv prO
duction in this State. I cha!leni':C anv cot her 
nnrty in thia House to show sU~h a~ united 
front in the interPsts of the primar'i' producer. 
l\1nrc• thftn that, th~ memhers who hnve spoken 
on this side show their sinccritv in th0 i,-,tercsts 
of the hrnwrs bcequsc thov. have spent all 
their lives on the land themselves. They have 

[lfh·. Edwards. 

b0en engaged in prin1ary prod~ction then1-
selvcs. and have helped to develop the State 
in a practical 1nanner. Thcrefor0, they kno-w 
the strugg,los and adversities that the primary 
producers have to contend with. l\'1einbers on 
this side who have engaged in primary produc
tion hrtve conquered and overcome difficultie., 
"hi le engaged in that work, and their finan
cial intorests are absolutely dependent upon 
the prosperity of the primary producers of 
this State. Vl'e have on this side also men 
who realise the value of primary production 
as it affects the economic life <lf the State of 
Qur-- 'ndand. No\v let us contrast this state 
of afiairs with that which exists on the other 
side. I do not mean that we should contrast 
members here with members over there indi
vidurtlly, but that we should look at the action
and the cxtwricnces we ha ye had of that party 
during the seven years they haYe been adrninis
t.ering the Government, and I think you, Sir, 
will agree ith me when I have done that 
th 'V cannot claim that thev have aosisted the 
primary producers of this 'state to any great 
extent, but rather that the; haYe beset them 
with difficultifcS on evcrv c hand. The7 ar<' 
introducing this Bill in oi:der, at the eleventh 
hour, as some members on this side haYe said. 
io manifest their friendship towards the 
1 ,rimary produ<'er of thiB State. solely because 
t.hoy got such a shock at the growth of the 
Country party at the last election tha,t the!· 
kncv' t.his '~as their l9.~t tcnn of office if thev 
cl id not take upon thems, lves the mantle o'f 
ihc farn1ers' friend and endeavour to convinc0 
ihc farmers that thev arc indeed their friends. 
But. during the la;t seven Yf'ars, thPy have 
been taxing the farmer ahnost out of exist
C'nce: they have been seizing· his produrts
Jl rhaps legally. though not justly: they haYe 
been fixing the prices of his commodities; and 
they havP be>cn preventing hin1, at a tin1e when 
it \Vas po"'''ible because of good n1arkets, frorn 
making up some of tho loss he had sustainul 
in the pa~\, all bccausP ~hr:' sought to appC'ac;c 
the people th<'Y represented-those Jiying in 
the industrial centres. -who clainourf'd f01· 
e.mnething cheap. I stand lwre and 3ay thrrc 
I mn quite conYinccd that oYen the city 
v.-ork_ rs are prepared to say th."1-t a just thing
should be done to the rnen who arc developinw 
ihc State of Queensland. 

Let 11s look at the political platform of 
the GoYernment, in order to contrast further 
th,, attitudes of the h;·o sections in the House 
0'1 this Bill. \\'e find that the porty onro
site-and th0v hrtv0 not dcn.ied it-stantl 
for sncialisnti'on. -t:ld ho1d that l'roduf'tion 
c<wst be for use and not for pro11t. V',"~ find 
"lso th1t t,~1ev still t'Jnd for thP fixing of 
th(_• prices of ih0 ~·,)mmnditics of the prirnar~
prr.dueers. On the other hand. I think cverv 
<ed;on of the Opposition stand· fairly and 
~fi1Htrc1'""' for the. or~rani8fl tion of th{; f ~nn0r~ 
and nrnnary prodncrrs of the Rt.atf'. J 'Yovld 
jnst likP to ri'."N a dome in the nhtform of 
the' Kortherr. Country prtrty on t.bis noint-

:c (rl) 'rhe organi~at!on of the Depart
ntcnt nf A&TricultnrP t:) nbtain the most 
sciPntifir n~nd prr1ctir:1l <1d1n:inistration. 
and tlw l1ig-hP<;;t officien('y :in production: 

"(h) AdPouatr:, \V'tter ;onfcrYation and 
vig-nrov il•t·igation poliry: 

"(r) The formnt'on of a hoard of 
agri!Jultur' to \YO.dr as a consulting and 
ach·i3orv bodv to the GoYf'rnment." 

Thcro wos ~o 'Jl'~'tion, nn CJ11ibhl0. abont the 
noJjcv nf the Ynri·JlF Rer-tl'!ns of tb0 Opposl
Hon 'wh0n th0v \". 0nt to the country; but I 
have no hesitation in saying that the attitude 
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'Ldontcd bv the Govci·nnlcnt on this occasion 
;, absolutelv contra.r,· to the public utter· 
anr·cs of their sup;1orters and the platform 
of their prnty "lwn tlwy u ppeared before 
thr; elcrtorg at that tirnc. 

::\ow, I should like to deal shortlv with thfl 
Bill. to whicl1 we ha.vc looked for\vard with 
,o much anticipation. The principks which it 
1::. supposed to contain, consistiug of organisa
tion. CO·Operation, and the finding of markets 
for prin1ary products, are principles for which 
we stand absolutclv. \Ye are not here to 
".\T0ck the Bill whi~h has hcPll submittr•d bv 
the Govprnrne11t, hut \n' arc lwrP. as aD 
Opposition ,:nd a Countt· party. to in1prove 
the Bill b .. rcosnna blc and sensible amend· 
ntLnt~. to a::-_~i;;t the GovernrnPnt in rnaldng 
it a rnoasurc :-uc'1 as ·will be ar.c,-pta.blc to 
the primary produmrs of the Sbh'. For 
that re>lson I intend to 6Upport the second 
n·ading of the Bill, a I'd I hope that. when 
rhc: r<rncndnwnts arc IJ10Yt>d by this party, 
the Minister will give thern every considera
tion. 

Mr. KIRwA:-;: \Yhy do you not circnlate 
them 1 

l\Ir. UREE~-: ThPY "-jl] be circ-ulated. 
They arc all printed, Und hon. rnt'mb('l'S Txill 
!.(l't tlu•m in good time. I hope the Socrf'
ta.ry for Agrienltnrc ·will rP,tlisc that \YC are 
out to irnprovo thi:' Bill and safpguard the 
interests of the prirnat·.r produe<:>rs. I--Ion. 
rnc·mbf~rs opposite h2ve Lt•en sandbagging 
tlH-rn for the h .t seven vears. VVe are 
eudua\Touring to dt velop this great StDte 
nf Qu(•cn.:dand, and any nrncndmenh~ vvo pro
p(;·:,''~ ill not be offered in a ~pirit of carping 
{'l'iti('ism. bnt frotH a desire to a·.sist the 
Uove1·nn1cnt in nwking the Bill in every 
n~~pect wcrthy of the corr1l1i1H d coun~els of 
thi~ Ch~unbcr~ 

The' l\1inister in charg~ of the Dill, and 
·0theL> siHing" with him. say th"t the·; can
uot llnder~tand that w0 -;honld haYc anv 
rec,·on for distrnstinl.; them. Ilo thev no-t 
r0all'" think that '"" have <'Ycrv e,n{se to 
dish';lSt them., Do thcv not lco:to~stlv belioYc 
r.brrt the primrrry pmrlucers. and even the 
industrialist3. haYP l'Ycrv- rausc for cllstrnst
iug thPnl? Do thC,v V furgct the Sngar 
_\eqnisition Act and tlw 2\Ieatworks Bill? 
Dn thPy not remember that 2\1inistou got 
-up in this House and said that a CPrtrlin 
inh•rprctation rou]cl :not be put upon certain 
\Yards. and that, ·'.v~wn th0 Bill bcr::~ Jl1C la\Y, 
the prc.Juccrs realisc'd that that construction 
conld be put upnn -';-he rnca~ure, and "\vas, 
i11deed. p11t upon it. tq the grindi11g do"\vn 
of the produc'rs '! RonH'rllbering these 
thing.l, I think th~ Opposition and the pri· 
mar~' prodncer;:; h:v:c CYery right to dis11lay 
a f0rvcnt n10asure of di'•tru--t of this Ad1ninjs~ 
trution. and a ch'tcrmination to f'CC that there 
is nothing in this Bill, not <'YPn one little 
word, t!"!at rR.n be n1i~intr:rprctcd by those 
11·ho rontrol t-he meJ.'i ·trC' aftnr ]t pa~,.:::cs 
though tl,i, Hon,e. Cln the point of thio 
distruRt of the Govcrnn1ent. jt might be very 
intc'n ·-ting to ~00 \vhat even tl1o6(' "\Yho pub~ 
lic;h papers in faYour of the Labonr party 
tl1lllk about haYinrr faith and trust in thPm. 
The "R ilway Arh·ncatf'." of lOth December 
la~t, sai(i- ~ 

"TllP onlY people with whom Thcodoro 
awl Co. have not yet broken faith 
arc th~ honclholdNs ar~l intercst·mongcr ... 
\Yhen \Yill their hu:n rorne ?" 

If onc of their own papcrs says that they 
ha Ye broken fc'!.ith with ever· nne-,vith pa.s
torn lists and with primary , producers, and 

even "1U the industrialists-is thoro nob 
ample rcason for some distrust on this side 
of the House in respect of the measure
perhaps, tho make.beliove measure-which 
thPy arc introducing? 

The things which I consider C'sential to 
tho evpntnal succes'' of this proposal are 
these : First of all. there must be no poli. 
ti~al interference. There is no roorn for it 
if this Dill is going to do the grca.t work 
which I believe every member of this House 
hopes it will do when it is brought into force. 

The bon. member for Lockver referred 
lo .... t night tn the fact that the- Premier in 
hi.3 spt'ech said ha w.1s not out for political 
ad~ -U1t age. but that he nevertheless pro
cprded to rritici"3c the Yarious parties on 
this side of the House. We had a similar 
instance furnished by the Secrdary for 

Agriculture, in introducing the 
[5 p.n1.] rnpasurc. Evcrvone who has 

listenpd to the interjPctions >vhich 
hnve comP fnnn rnembC'Id on the Go' ·'rnn1cnt 
side must feel convinced that those members 
are grasping at this Bill like a drovvning 
r:nan v,ould grasp at a stra\v. 

0PI'OSl'l"lOX :\TE,IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GREEN: The second thing which I 
feel to be ''sential is that there should be 
nl) :<einblanre of Goyer.z·n1ent control in 
connection "ith the mc·asurc. The Minister 
states that. as the Government are financing 
this orga,;isation to a certain extent, the 
Ministry and his department should have 
control. I admit there is a lot to be said in 
fa Your of that eont<ention; but I would point 
out that the Minioter must know that a 
strong- 1nan, O<'rupying the· chair and hav~ng 
all his dcpctrtmcntal officers around h1m. 
hn.s a certain amount of :influence ar:d control 
oYCT the other members of the advisory 
bc·ard, and he can very likely influence th2m 
to a greater extent than could any othe,. 
p0r~on occupying the position of chairm!ln. 
lf thP f'Uf'rcss of this BiJl dcpPnds on hav1og 
a:" chairman ~onw p0r:-~on other than the 
.1\Iinistor, I hopo the Minister ,,.;n he prc· 
parcd to agree to the election of an inde· 
pf ndent chairrnan. \Y c n1ust all re,.ogn1se 
that this measure will have a very wide 
sccpP. It embraces a State which is nearly 
700,000 square miles in extent; it c,nbrace,; 
industries of glC'at dl,·crsity and 11rac:ti~ 
callv all kinds. vVe shall have an advisory 
b< 1i·d brought together from fifteen diYisio os 
of the Stn.te to control the >vhole of the 
State and the indusirics that will come 
,,·ithin its functions. It will need a very 
wise adYisorv board; it will neerl Romeone 
with a great" amount of ability to bring such 
an organiRation through sncreesfn11:. VYc 
hope it "ill be successful. The 2\Tinistor has 
a::;kccl v::hat arnt'ndrrJcnts we dv,ire to bring 
in. Those will be submitted. I3nt. first of 
all. I would like to s:1v that, in the opinion 
d mcmlwrs on this ·-idc, it is ahsolntcl.v 
essential that the dcfmition of "primal'.'" 
producPr" in the Bill should be altered in 
such a \vav that a mistake cannot he n1ade 
\Yhen the ·point arises as to \vho is to Le 
i11eluded within the sco1w of the Bill. Then 
tberc is the question ~f the impo,ition of 
]cY1f's. I hope the leYir:s will ['~ so con
trolled as not to become another tnxr~tion 
burden. Tlw hon. member for }Jirani men
tioned ths amount he already had to pay to 
tht' organisation to whleh l1e he-long~ in 
ec·nnection with the sugar industry. 

Tlw 8EC'RET .. IRY FOR AGRICPLTUTIE: Ho 
organised tlw Cn,rt0rs' Lnion at one time. 

Jfr. Green.] 
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Mr. GREEN: Ho has organised. or has 
assisted to organi8e, the ~ugar industry yory 
\\ell. Tl1is State should be very grateful to 
him for what he has done in cow:cction with 
the bringing of the sugar industry to tlh' 
position it is in at the pn•sL•nt tirnc. I 
trust that the advisory council will sec that 
the lcyics do not beco:r'lle additional taxation. 
This State is overburd<•nod with taxation at 
the JWCscnt time, and I am quite suro that 
no othcr section of the con1n1u11itY is lc•ss 
able io afford additional taxat:on 'than the 
l,rimary producer. Then thprc~ is the con~ 
stitntion of the Council. I noticc> that the 
period of its a ppointm cnt will be fixed by the 
Go\Ternor in Council, and mu~t nDt cxcu~d c 
period of thr·e years. \YP arc pmcticalh· 
setting u 11 anothrr Parliaincnt. and ir ftppea1 \ 
to rnc that the Till-lilb('l'S of that ( 'uur ·il C\lll

uot bo rcmoYed by thPir org:·ni :ati Hl-i or nny
onP else for a period of thf('P y( :tr~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTC:RE: The 
people of To\vnsville cannot rcmoyc you; 
either, for three years. 

:\Ir. GREK:\': 'I'hev will not want to 
remoye me. The mctrJbers of this Council 
wili hayc ab,olute control for three years. 
Even though their actions are a cl n'r~c to the 
prosperity of the indu~tr1cs they are trying 
tr1 oruani~t.', thf~ir organisations c:-1nnot 
rernoY0° thcrn. I tru::;c.t the OovcrnnH.:n::-, will 
consider the adYisability of making annual 
appointnu:-nL,, so that the Yarions org:ttui"--a
tions of prirnary producers 111a:;,- have a 
~;ay in thu carrying on of the work Ly the 
Council. I fed ~ure t ---~ }lin;~·l·_'r \':ill aglCP 

that the e-xisting organisation;:; connc·c:ed 
with prin1ary vroduction .ha \"C_' been valuable 
assets to their respective indu~tries and 
Yaluablc adjuucts to the cl<'Yclol'mcnt of the 
Strrte. I tru<t it is not the i"tcntio:J of tho 
.\Jjnistcr or of this Bill that tlwv ehould he 
ieterfered with, but that it is in'tcnded that 
the<v shou Id be allmn· J to carry on the 
:-.f'ctionnl \Vork \vhich tfw, haYe carried out 

'J <Yell in the interests of those for whom 
they are \Yorklng. 1 have no hesitation in 
~~aying that the variou3 orgallisatio" ha,ye 
nn intt•ntion of disbanding, and tho:c \Yill 
not disband under any ci1·cuJn;tances, Lut 
y·-jJl continue to conttol t 11e clc:--ti;lics of their 
O\Yll industri0s. 

The State has been divided into f\fteen 
different districts. Those districts have heen 
diYiclPd up according to purlia:n0ntary 
bnundarip:;:, and not in accordance \vith thP 
l'C!\llnlu .itv of interests of tho~w a··:::.ociated 
"<ith the iwimarv product<'· i\'hiht 1 recog
nise the difliculh' of the task at the outset. 
I fed the scheme would drri\ c greater 
adrantagc if thP Ynrious iurlustrics \verc 
n'prc~f'lltf'd in different. sections in"'tc· 1 d of 
1HlYing geographical di,·i·oinn~. Although, 
pohibly. this Bill has bPcn introducccl in 
ihe best intcreete of the producers. I would 
like to express the opinion that it will not 
h~ cffC'('tiYf~ until \VC' g0t FPdcral control. 
A Fcd0ral Prirna ry Producpr~' Orgn nisation 
Act would be th<> onlv Act that could f< ttis
fartorily rarr:;~ out the orgnnisation of the 
lJrini3r.v prodlH'0i'S of tlw Co!ll1llonwcalth. 
\Yhcrc there is interstate trndP. or wlH~rc \Yt' 

haYc to send our products to {)yc•r.:;:ea rnarkcts, 
this State cannot :-;tand ;tlor e in the 1natte>r 
of organisation. fixation of prices, or any 
other matters afferticg primary production. 
We haye hac! that amply illustrated in con< 
ncction \Vith our great ~ugar industr~T· I 
yenturc to say, without hesitation, that, had 

[lih. Grun. 

it not be<m for Federal control and for the 
agrecinPnt negotiated by the FPdoral Govrrn-
1nenL tho sug·ar industry would not lJe on it~ 
prc5Pnt sound basis. It is becau;.;;e of that 
agn;puwnt, that thP cane prices board-J are 
effe ·tiYc. Ilad the agrcetncnt not bcPn in 
forcP, those boards would not ha \'C been 
"<orth a solitarv cent. If it had not been 
for Federal co;ttrol. the Arbitration Court 
\\ ould havP found it impoosiblc to ftx thP 
\Yage" of tbe e1nployecs upon a satisfactory 
lwsis. rrhc :<amo thing apl)]ics to other great 
prirnary indnstriPs. If \Yl' havP to send our 
products to other State~ or export oversoa, 
then it will be abwlntdv e'"'•ltial to have 
Federal COlltrol in conneCtion with primary 
production if we are going to get any ::)ati ,,_ 
faction. I am going to support tlw sceond 
reading of this Bill, lwcansc it will then 
cmablo us to m0vc rrnll'nL·hncnts to improve 
it; but, if cc.atisfactor::- a1ncndrnent::) are not 
rnadc in order to rmnovc thosC' thing~ \YhiC'h 
we consider are dangerous to the prirnar~· 
producers and the development of this StatP < 
I arn going to vote again~t tho Bill Dn thP 
third reading. I trust that tht~ C0 1 ll1YJon~cn:::c 
of the House will prevail, and \Yill enable us 
tr) bring forth a rnea~nn' tl1at will be satis
fnr'tory to tho~c whom it concerns. 

2\-Ir. ELPHIXSTO'>E (O.rlcy): Shakes
peare tdls us that-

" Thorn is a tide in the affairs of rw 11. 
\Yhich. taken at the flood. leads on 

to fortune.'' 

It is quite obYious that tho tide is now ith 
the fnrrnPrs. \Ye d--~~ire to ~CL' that any 
nH'n~ni'f' \Yhich is brought in for th~ uplift
ino· <ll' irnProverriPllt of thP 1ot of the farnwr 
i·; "at lenst- practicable and has con1n1111 ~cn~P 
and reason in it. The oririn:1tors o[ tlH~ 
sehcn1e arc no doubt a:nnoyPd bcf 1_nsc IYP do 
no~ af'cept with open arll13 ~he proposnls con
tq_iLctl in the Bill. ..c\"·Sllll11ll.Q' th·-,1- they arr• 
siceere in their hdicf tlwt this c!tclliC \vill 
accomplish all that thn- claim. still, our 
111i <-ion lH're is to critic:s0 thnt w·hen10. It 
i<; the dLttY of the Op]Jm't'on t" show 
v here the· ,,;.Pakne .... ···C'S llr, ~-o that t1H' :\linis
ter, v:ith the broadnP"-· of Yislon 1rhich 
,,.,, hnp_P he po~s,~sse:;, ma..· see some ach-all
tnPC'3 1n the cTit.!ci~Jlls folO lnn:~clH'd and 
an~PI!d l1js mcasnrc accordingly. It i::: qu1tt• 
obyious fro.11 fOHIC' of tl10 rcrnark"> of hoii. 
n1Pn1ber~ OlilJO-it0 thnJ the:v arc of tLe op'n;on 
t}wt the Countr.\T part\' nr0 in a clt-fr 
f=+-~rk in conncetion \Yith thi-.; a··d th~1t 
this puty is suppnsec! to be diflicult 
position of having to Yf1tP 

.a tc-n~ib]v for the \YC'lfRn' cnn1··1Hlnit~· 
that 1-he~-.mainl~v rcpn:,cnt, or cf ha-..-ing to 
snpport a Ln bour Ocve-rurrient -.: u;pa~urc. 
That is a vcrv lHllTD\Y Yiev.· to takr. rr \.YC 

rPcngnise in this mcnsnr0 ~OlllC'thlng \\'hich 
j::; {' ,..-::('ntiaHv for thP ,\'(•lfnre of tlw farmer 
:1ncl tl1P cnrfPllnnitv vcner·llh·. it \Yill rr"'ceivc 
the unhc·itatlng :;::up1lort of hon. n1e··nhers on 
this siJe nf the HonH'. Tion. lll<'lllhers oppo-
~--:te. judging fronl thPir comtncnl --·{''m to 
think that- :lnYone \Yho ioln~ cw h~mscH 
\Yith th(~ ro1Intrv THll'h- mn:;;t of ]l('('CSsit~· 
h1Yr- as a. qnalifif'.ntio:n the ~:rowiJH!' of pnrup
kins. or c:mn0 surl1 pastime. That 1~ not 
th0 r 's0. It must tJC ndmittL•d. howcuror to b0 
n princ~ple of the Labour pfll't~~ in thj-: 1-I_ousC' 
thnt th0 fir~d- qu1lifi< rrt~nn for nlP111l-L'r~hlp of 
thnt iLtrh,- i;;; t'n bC' ~ La1l0ur na-itntor and a 
:;-o:lp-ho'\: 'nrntm~. \\'}wn hnn. lllL'rrlhf'rs oppo
site undf'rst'1ncl the bn1ad roncept~on of thu 
Country party, thC'y will appr0ciatc th·(t. onr 
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visions arc 1nuch 1ridcr than the,;' give U3 
credit for. I fail to se" why it should be 
ne\'essarv for a man who re]n·c~ents a con
stitucnc\r i11 Par1iamL•nt to devote• the wholt~ 
of his ti 1110 to varlianwntar:v affairs. Th0 
difference between ~u('h hon. gcntlen1en and 
those of us who are .Pngagcd in bu,,]ness 
entcrprisLs is that, whereas WP pa;r for the 
n1istakcc: \YC rnakc aud the oxpencncc~ 1ve 

gain, hon. 1nembcr;; opposite gain thc:_r 
experience at the cost of tho eountry. It IS 

ourselves or D~r businr sos that have to pay 
for the mistakes we make, and I fail to soc 
whv we should be of less Yahw b.'· having 
oth~cr occupations v;hich glve us a broader 
outlook on C'cono1nic quest ions gcncrall,Y. I 
want to outline to the House bridly "'hat ar·c 
the obiec:tiyes of the Country part~·. "·0ich 
supports aud triPs to chS('OYrr the gocd po1L t3 
in the mea"nre that is nDw before the IIouse. 
'Ye ur~.,..ue tl1at one Gf the gTcntt'st rwetls of 
tho StZtc- nt the prc~0nt tinre is irnmigra
tion. \\'c nBcd a larf(e nnmber Df pcopl0 to 
populate our en1pt>· sph_ccs. anJ w~ recognise 
that this can onlY be done by makmg the lot 
of the man on tlic land much more at!Yactive 
anci prc'<perous than it is. It is no good 
bring-iug pE~DplC! to our already overtaxc'd 
townf;~,yc hav0 a ltogcthet an unrea-=onabl0 
proportion of the population re-,iding in our 
tnPtropn!is. 

The SECRETARY FOR AomcTLTl'RE: \Yo have 
a hv ays said that. 

:\lr. ELI'HI'\STONE: I am quite p:o
parcd to adrnit that h_on. n1ernber;:, opptiSite 
ha"e said that. That JS one of th0 pr!lleipal 
reason:;; whv wo ::>hould SC'0 the~ hon. gr ntle
llHtll and s.omc of his collE'agues slttin~ on 
the !wnchoo on this side of the· House or 
with this party bPfore vcr:v long. They '' '.ll 
thc'n .;ec that there i:'-< n1orc 111 thP Country 
pa~'t' policy than we hnYe beC'n. given credit 
for. Apart frou1 an·: party fPehngs, 'Ye. n1u~t 
l'('f':_)frni..::r that thib o·rpat que~tiun of lillllll

"l'~toll. can onlv be" tackled b,~ making the 
~t ~f the priina.l'y produc(~r n1o,re attractive; 
and that· can be clone. y;,·e argue, b~~ a 
n;,c<J~Ul'l' Hlrh as this is purported to be. 
\Yhethn the Bill contains all the merit that 
i~ clairncd for it ]:'-< what we haYe to dts
COYC'T, aud we are very sparing of our praise 
h<'Caus<' w,, do not ~·l't unclcr>.tand tlw hue 
purport of many of the clause" contamcd 
thPrein; and. as cuuhon~ 1nc:n, \VC n1ust o_f 
nf'rp<;;..::it~,· refrain frorn expn'~':Ing an unr1uali
ficd opinion beforo \se see "·hat happ?n~ in 
the Committee staf(es. ~'l.nothn questiOn of 
yast in1port·JllC'f' to Ql;leCnR]and is the _finunrial 
obli•nrtioHs \Yith whiCh th<l Stat0 13 faced. 
The" fin nwial obligation, in a SbtP wh!ch 
rellL'S alnwst cuti l'cly on prin1ary pro-ducti.~)n 
can onlv be facc·d and met by tlw pro,,p•cnty 
nf thP · n1an on tile land. an(l "·e argue, 
further, that the main mis,ion of this party 
to which I belong;, and to which I belJcye 
mtnY otLers vyi]l belong l;pforc llHtny months 
arc (mt. i..; to take ::-tPps to e!L..;uJ'(' the pros·· 
perity of the rnan 011 tile 1 and. 

Ag-ain. there is t1H• quf;;;tion of our rail
waY'. \\.,..e arg-u0 thnt they arc a great 
bm:rlon on the 'State. Last .''Car \Ye h"d to 
face :1 ddicit of som!'!hing like £1.750,000. 
\YP <.!rr> only going to improrc to a very 
slight extent the po~i6on on the raihYays 
b:.· i11ernasing suburban fares. That is only 
a drop ir1 the -ocean. Thr:~ only wa;,' in , .. ,hich 
"'" can permanently improve the pmition 
is by increasing -;ettlpmcnt along our rail-

11ay lines. so that merchandi~(~ can be can·1cd 
to and from those 'cttlements. It is chc 
long distance, and not the short distaEce 
traf!ic which payi' on our railways. It a 
mea:::-ure of this de3t'rjption i;, sincere, and 
i' sound in its objectiYo, it should assist in 
that particular direction. and that is why we 
arc endeavouring to find if there is any 
nwrit in it. 

The next quc:;;tion, of course, is the gT1"at 
onp of unemployment. \Ye all know that 
ono of the mC~in reasons why unemployment 
is ~o rife in our midst to-dav is becau~o of 
the influx of populatiDn from' the country to 
the to"·ns. One c£ the great things we ·want 
to encourage is e1nigration fron1 the towns 
to the countn·, and that ran Dnly be done 
by a ttonding "to the lot of the man on the 
land in th<' way this mr asure pnrports to do 
·-but whPtht'r it actuallv does so or not 
remains to be seen. I 'have bec'n twitted 
on one or n1ore occasions with having an 
artifieial sympathy with the man on the land. 
But if hon. memher> here knew my first 
introduction .into Quren31ancl sonlP ten years 
ago with a wife and famih·, taking up lOO 
a-cru, of Jand llvino· in tents clearino· that 
land o£ the~ 'virgir~ scrub, {111til to-day I 
rcj1lain part owner in ouc of the largest 
fruit farms in l~ueenslaml, thc,c will under· 
>trtnd that I ccrtainh hav<' some know
l£'dge of the :::ubjoct I arn talking about, and 
that any criticism I intend to launch against 
this Bill is from the standpoint of the fruit
growrr, which I haye been for the last ten 
years. I do not intend to critici~·.p it from 
the viewpoint of the sugar·growor from the 
,-je'\\']Joint of thr whe~1tgrowcr, or fron1 the 
Yic-,• point p£ the prirnary prodw .. 'f'l' gencrall~-, 
Lnt frmn the 1·icwpoint Df the fruitgrowcr. 

\Yhat aro the problems that concern a man 
IYho intends to c1u:~·agc in fruitgro\Ying when 
he coml'S to this State of Queensland '1 The 
first thing he require., is a knov·dedge a.ci to 
suitable land, anJ that knowledge or infor
mation should be supplied by the Lands 
Departm0nt. Tlw landi' of Queensland should 
be bO scheduled that anyone coming here 
~reking for i11fonnation as to vrhere to go 
oL· y;hcrc to direct his steps to carry out 
tho objectiye he has in mind, should be 
helped and a"'ist0d b, one of the existing 
departments. If that departuwnt is not in 
a po~itio:n to give that inforrnution, then 
it is the fault of the dPpartment; and I ean 
see through the "-hole of this measure rather 
a shifting Df the respomibihties of the 
Go\ crnment departn1ont:-;, or the &hortcom
ings of tho departments, on to an outside 
body altogdher, vvhich is to act as a buffer 
between the G overrnncnt in power and the 
man on the land. 

The next thiug a man \Yants to study is t.he 
question of water supply. Any man eng·aging 
in thP fruitgro1Ning indu~try in mo,,t parts of 
('';e<>nsland without having firo,t studied the 
quc,~tlon of irrigation or water conser\~ation 
is courting di:o-astcr. 1-Ir- mu::-:t kno1--v where 
his \Yatcr fmpply is earning fro1n; and who 
should be bdter cdJlo to assist him in that 
regr: rd than the Hydnudic Engineer's 
DPparbncnt? That department if' supposed 
to be equipped with !llC!l who are e•:pcrts 
in this game, and they ;;hould have statistics 
and infonnation available for the n1an seck~ 
it ,..,· '"o c D.l'YO out his d0~tinT in this State as 
a ii·nitgrmver. \Vhy should h0 haYC' to rely 
on a Council of Agriculture for this infor
mation·: It should be the work of the 

JJIJ·. Elphinstone.] 
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Hyclraulic Engineer's Department, and if the 
-department is not in a position to give that 
information, then it is due to the short· 
comings of the department. 

Then, passing· on to the next question, we 
come to the class of fruit that a man wishes 
to grow. He may have certain ideas him,·Dlf 
ns to what classes of fruit he should cultivate, 
and the Department of Agriculture should be 
essentialh· the departrrwnt to direct him in 
that matter. I speak with wme considerable 
experience on this subjec:t-cxporience ·which 
has cost me quit" a lot, f0 r the re·1· •. on that 
the advice given me by the expc'rt of the 
department was not sound; and -hifting the 
responsibility on to the Council of Agriculture 
is simply shifting the responsibility from an 
incornp~~tcnt Dcpartn1ent of Agriculture to a 
'Council which •rill in future bo,u the burden. 
Then, again, there is th~ question of fruit 
diseases-one of tho greatest problcrns facing 
our fruiigrowers to-day:. They may 3pe1~d 
ti1nc .. 'l'nergy. and 1noney on cultiYating fruit, 
and then at. one fell swoop some dise·ase 
attacks their orchards and they arc threatened 
with extcrrnina:ion. rthat. of necessity should 
be something which the Dcpartmellt of Agri
culture, through one of it,s sul1-deparhnents. 
should be capable of handling. l could, if 
ti1nc pennitted, give sornc iHu~h·ations in 
regard to this great rrl0Uac to the fruitgro\ver 
which would no doubt be astonishing to hon. 
members of this House; noverthcle·cs, I argue 
that the Department of Agriculture should, of 
necessity, be the d 'lJartinent to as3ist in com
bating that great Inenace t.o fruit culture in 
Queensland. 

Then tlwrc is the fcrtilisC>r or food fm· the 
soil which the fruitgrowcr requir 's. \V c all 
know quite \vell that, if ''Te haYe got a certain 
ailmentl certain medieinC's \Vill effect a cure, 
\Vhilc others \Vill act as a poison in connection 
with that ailment. So it is with the man 
growing fruit. lL mav luwe a limited know
lcl~ge of the soil and it.;-; requirements: but, 
unless he is a:;:·_,i:-ted by ~on1e Pxpert advice as 
to the class of treatment that soil require,, 
he is probably going to ·do Hlorc harrn than 
good by applying smne> specific which snmP 
individual desir~-. to sell to him. There ag:dn 
the Department of Agriculture ~hould b/ the' 
one to advise in a n1nnncr w·hich \Yill leave 
no doubt in the fruitgi'OYH'l''o mind as to what 
.'hould be done, and hm, it shoulJ b · done. 
Tho.le fiy·c issues that I hayc mentiormd arc 
of ncces, ity, onps that the pccscnt Department~ 
,hould deal YYith, and I cunnot sec' that the 
creati?n ~)f a Council of .. Agric,ult.urc is going 
to ass1st In any \vay to Jnake tne po3ition anv 
better. ' 

In regard to the commercial end of the 
busines<s., it sccn1s to n1c that co-operation can 
do nll that the fruitgrowcr' de~ires. The 
problems of the fruitgrowcr in regard to the 
marketing of his fruit can be r·easonabh
sol.-ed throngh co-operation. \Vhat bette1· 
illuctration could you have of that than the 
work at present donE' bv the Southc•rn 
(]ueensland Co-operative Fnlit Uro,Yors' A:-:.\o
ciation? All th0se thing_.; ean Le done• bv co
operation among;st the indu~tl'it.. c; particularlY 
intcrcstPd. · 

Tlr_en ther~ is t~e quc-.. tion of cxcc>s pro
ductlon.. Th1s again can be overcon1e bv eo· 
op!::ration. Again I Ra)T. how is tbi:; Co~u1cij 
going to do anything to improve the lot of 
!lle ~ruitgrower better tl~an hr~ can in1prove 
1c himself by co-operation such a'·· exists 
Rmongst them to-day? Let me try to visualise 

[Mr. E'lphiustone. 

before hem. members the position of the fruit
growing industry in Queensland to-day. You 
have fruit growing oYer something like 1,50C 
miles of the coast of Queensland-all kinds of 
fruit, from the absolutely tropical fruit grown 
-in the Cairns and Cooktov;n district' down to 
the apple and deciduous fruits grown in the 
Stanthorpc district. How can it be conceived 
that any one or two represcntatiYcs of the 
Council of Agriculture c.:tn know sufficient of 
their work to he able to deal with all the 
problems that b0set the fruitgTowers in these 
Yarious districts? 

\Yhcn you come to think that fruit is 
only one section of production which this 
{ 

10Unc1l inh•nds to taekle. and that therP are 
other industries even more important than 
frnitgrowing-thc Bill cover,;, we under
fitand, sugar-srowing, wheatgro1ving, dairying, 
rnai:;>;c-growing, cotton-growing, etc.-how can 
it b(' pos3ible to concni'e of any council haYing 
sueh a kno\vlc.dgo at its disposal-I do not care 
who the members of the Council .arc and 
\Vho the director is-that it can tackle 
the problems bcsctt.ing these men right from 
the first stage of production to the ultimate 
marketing of tlwir products 9 It is utterly 
anrl a hsolutely impossible, and therefore v. c 
~<ty. althoug-h ''"P arc' flnxious and glad to 
pncoun1ge any pffort \Yhich is going to have 
[L., its olljec ~ the irnprov0mcnt of th~ lot of 
the primary producer, that, if we sec weak
nesses in thl·" 1ncasure, it is our duty to 
point then1 out: and, if the grower or pro
rlucer g:,ncrally is of the opinion that this 
is goinf' to be tho panacea of all his evils. 
I am sorry to sav he will be disappointed. 
It 1nay giYP ns smnc furthPr inforn1ation; 
it n1a~v giY(! us ~omc further experience in 
r •gard to this great problem; but, if the 
Government think we am going to reach the 
millenniun1 fron1 the producers' point of vie .. ;v. 
I run sorry to su:.r that. in my opinion. it is 
not going to be achieved. 

Let us deal with the quc,stion of the 
dire et or. It is proposed to pay this gontle
mctn £1,500 per year. In dealing· "-ith surplus 
wool it was thought ncco~sary to pay a. 
director in Yictoria £10.0JO pn year to deal 
with the dispoe.al of the surplus product of 
that one prirnary industry. Yet here 've 
haYe a combination of industries which ar·e 
prob-'-1 bly just as in1portant as v:ool, and yet 
we hope to g·ot " man with snfliricnt know
h_,dgc• and t..•xpcr-iencc to tadde the ·e great 
pro!Jl,ms, a!Hl we exppc' to be able to com
mand his 'crviccs for £1,500 per year. That. 
in itself, betrays a shallow conception in 
reg·ard to this rneasurc. VY e do not under
stand what tho problems arc. \\' e do not 
understand how deep-rooted they are, and 
what grefil concentration of brain and effort 
it rcquirr>s to rescue the producer from the 
po-.. itim:' he is in to-day. If you think you 
arc gomg to command brains at £1,500 per 
year to meet that situatio11, you arc liYing 
iu a fool's paradise. 

Let m0 in't illustrate. \Ye httYe a l'ommis
.-.:lonpr fo1: State Entf'l'priscc,., a gcntl0r:nan 
\Yho, in nl~T opin1·on. is ~truggling with very 
great dlfiicultic"J. \Ve argued. at tht~ titne of 
his appoinhncnt that; it wuuld be impossible 

to rcpt a bu",illC~S lllfill, or a ll:lall 
[5.30 p.m.] with suflicient busiue's e~peri-

once, to tackle all the State 
cntcrprir;f'<.: in such a rnanner a3 the Comrnis
sioner v, as ~·up posed to do. Yet we have here 
something 0f far greater importance and sig· 
11ificancc. the ramiArations of whi0b 0xtend 
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very much deeper than anything aswciated 
with State enterprisE'S; and wo expect, 
through a council such as is proposed, and 
a director to whom we shall pay £1,500 a 
JPar, to master all thcsB great problems, 
which will mean the making or breaking oi 
Queensland. ..:-\nxious as we are to see so1ne 
measure put upon the statute-book which 
will ag~ist in the direction of i1nproving 
primary production in the State, I cannot 
see in this measure that gTip of the position 
which \\ o are all so anxious to see. In mv 
opinion, tlw only ay in which this grea't 
problem can be approached is hy assisting 
the oxi:-ti11g co-operative coLnpanics ass-oci.atcd 
with these vrtrious classes of production. 
You ha vc in some of them almost a state of 
perfection. where you ha vc from 90 per cent. 
to lOO per cent. of the g-ro\vcrs associated 
Yvith their co-operative movements. Other 
sources of production arc not so woll orga
nised, but it has to b" don€; and, if this 
'Govornn1ent. or any other GoYernment, 
assist in that direction, by the expendi
ture of money and the lending of or
ganisers, then I contend that each one of 
those channels of prodLwtion would be much 
better able to organise thc'rns{'lves) and it 
would he vcrv much n1oro c.ffcctivelv done 
if thov retain "their individual idc'Jtitv. It is 
qujtt~ vea~.y to bring these CO-OIWl'fltJy8 lHOVC

lllents together, if you >vill, for the marketing 
of their produce, and to cope with other difti
cultiE:S "hich beset the producer in the dis
]lOsal of his productF; but I argue-and I 
nm quitu sure I a1n sound in my argurnent
that it is n1uch rno1·c scrviccabJP to cucourage 
<~xiEt1ug organi:-:ations amnng~t primary pro
ducers thnn to attrrnpt to tear thom up, as 
i.._; pr-opo; rd in this n1easure, and bring thmn 
under another Fcheme. whore theY would 
lose their identity almost entircl:,·. • 

The PRE~IIER: It is not proposed to abolish 
them under this Bill. As a matter of fact. 
the canPgro\vcrs' present organisations arc 
rcprc:-:cJJfed on the lH'ovi~ional Council. 

;\lr. ELPHIJ'\STO::\'E: That ma:v be so. 
but my argument is this-and it has 
alrPady been ,-oiced bv holl. members here
that these part.iculal· prin1ary producers 
must come into conflict. Tlwy view things 
from difl'cront standpoints. You can quite 
vismdi~e ctny sort of producticm that is dis
tinctly antagonistic to another sort. For 
instance, here in Queensland vve are asking 
for a cmitinuation of tho sugar agreement 
because it is vital to the wclf arc of this 
State; yet there are fruitgr<nvers in the 
southern portions of the Commonwealth who 
ar€ barracking for the termination of the 
agreement, because they argue that by main
taining_ the price of sugar at its prment 
level you arc preventing th<•m from proftt
Rbly carrying on their ,~arious indnstrie~. 
To 1\·ipe out the various organlsationf:, as It 
is proposPd to do under this measure, see1ns 
to me; to he a. mistake. 

The PRE~TIER: \Ve are not doing that. 

;\lr. ELPHINSTONE: For instance. tako 
the clistrict in which I am interested as a 
fruitgmwer. That distriet c•mhraccs ma.ny 
kinds of production which '.•;ill bo sened 
bv this council. In the district conncil you 
":ill have a number of men <'ngae:cd in the 
difFerent industries. If, on the other hand, 
vou ha,-e a. body of sugar-groyver-, who have 
;.oncentratr•d their attention on their pro
hlcnis-and concentration is essential to the 
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overcorning of these pYo!JlpJns-- you haYe 
some prospect of that industry being ad
' anced in that district, as rnrm engaged in 
tho same class of production can, in confer
ence, help one another. l am quite certain I 
am right ,,hen I say that specialising in 
primary 11roduction is jnst as nect'ssary as in 
any other calling, and if you attempt to 
interfere with the inrlividualitv of the 
grovvers, so far as their organis~ations are 
cor::ccrned, you are going to sot tho clock 
back instead of getting improvement. 

·The outstanding need at the moment is 
so to e4nip our Governrnent departrr1ent;::; as 
to be of 1nore a . .:sistance to the producers. 
In rnaking this suggr~:·tion I do not want to 
cast aspersions on any dcpartn1ental officers, 
or any dPpartrnontal Cnder Secretaries but 
anyone engaged in prirnary productio'n in 
Queensland must recognise\ that our depart
ments arC' hopelessly ineHicient at the present 
tune. I do not mean to say that individuals 
arc inrf!:icient. \Vhat l mean is that the 
information and knowledge are not avail· 
able to the grower or producer that there 
should be. You have onlv to compare· our 
position in this regard with other parts of 
the world where it is made a studv and 
where it is recognised that science is· ~t the 
root of production, and that by the applica 
tion of science the probl<'Ills of the producer 
can be largely o1·erconw. I argue that hac.l 
these departments which the hon. gentlemen 
opposite preside over at the prc:,ent tim<•. 
bLPD allve to the 8ituation, and rccogni;<cd 
the need for greater help for prinwrv pro 
duction in this State, th<'re would ha,-;, been 
110 !JCCd for the creation of this oq;<-~nisation. 
It IS bPcausc thov haYe been slact..: in their 
duties that this g;'eat need has become appa
rent to us all. The hon. member for Pitts
worth, I think, put his finger upon ·what, in 
my opinion, iR ono of the gn•atest dangers 
aewciatcd with this proposal-that is the 
effect it is going to ha,-e on interstate' asso
ciatiom. \Ve have had Pxpcricnce, particn
ladv since the '.Yar. as to '"h" it is eS>ential 
that one State should co-op.Prato with the 
<Jthers for the prott'ction of an,- particular 
class of primary production. You may pro
vide all kinds of safeguards which m a)· pro
tect you in a parochial S·.>nsc, but which are 
no good to you frorn an intc•r:tate or inter
natiDnal voint of viPw. You n1ust speak a,, 
one authority if you arc going to get that 
oncouragcmpnt and stability which are so 
neceRsary for our primary developn1ent. 
Then~ is no disguising the fact that this 
D1('asure ls yicwed in the SouthPrn State3 
YYith a Yory great amount of suspicion. It 
has got the Governme>nt mark on it. There is 
no use denying that. The Labour Govern
ment of this State is discredited throughout 
Australia at the prP·ent time, and it is <JUito 
clear that the.v will grasp at any straw they 
can to saYe themsch·cs from perdition. I 
d:> not sav this unkindlY. and I look upon 
this agric~1ltnrul n1Pasu~·c as one of those 
which the GoYernrnPnt ar0 grasping at at 
the present time to give th<>m a new lca,c 
of life. I do not blame them-it is on]~· 
natural-the pity of it is that the Govern
rnc·nt have tri0d to tell the l·'·ople that there 
],;:, no polltical significance ln tho n1ca~urc. 
We all know that is silly, and that the 
Go.-crnmcnt do not mean it. All that we do 
as politicians has a political signif'tC"mcc. so 
,d1y disguise the fact? The B!Jl placE'S 
a number of departmental officers m a posJ
tion of great responsibility on the Counr1l. 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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We would like to think that they arc free 
and unfettered, but by periodically sack
ing rnen thP GoYPlnrnPnt sl·o,\· thoBn 
departmental ofliccrs that they mmt be sub
j rct to their will. 1f these dopartnwntal 
oflir.crs \Vt•ro indeponrlcnt being.\ as thA 
Goy·crntnent trv to n1ako out thcv are, woll 
a.nd good; bu't tho GoYPrnmf'nt · take care 
that they shall not be. 'vVe have .iust had an 
experiPnce -."ith the Govm·nmcnt Printer. He 
showed that he had an opinion of his O\Vll, so 
down camP the sledge hammer. Of course. 
\Ye know hP v.Tas tDo dmJgcrous a ruan to 
them to allow him to be free to cpcak. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. ELI'HINSTONE: This is a very 
imporbtnt point. I do not 1\'a.nt to trans
gTe's. but I wish to point <J11t that, if thc·c 
dt>partnu·ntaJ officers a ... -,ociated ,,;ith the 
Council ere freo and nnfPtt( red and able 
to cxprp:<3 thc·ir opinious, there would be 
sc.1nc argument in it, but tl,,_,y ,1re not. I 
hfl\'C ll(' ll'd the hon. HH rnbPr for Bu.rke (,aV
ing- jn this !--lou~-t:; t}nt. eY('l"Y one of tfw 
inlporh_tn""L; offlcPrs in dw Uovrrnmcnt dopart-
111(•111 ,]:{m],] bo made to Bi'm the Labour 
platform. It is no good taking any eHe-our
agen1Cl1t frrun the beliPf that thv-;e dcpart
l1lC'!Ita 1 oflit,:rs -~ ho arP going to sit {)11 the 
{__;oun{'it .tlrc' unfettered. \Ye know thr>y nre not, 
nnJ. thnt-. th{'V e~u1not have ~onl of their own. 
The chair:n;t:l of the Council is to be thu 
Sf'crt~i<n,v for A~..Srien1tnrP. If he \YCJ~c '1 

~I inistel' \vho had ".:OlllC iclPa ot tho cconon'lic 
situati.-n1, there Inight bo SfHYlt' rea··on for it. 
But y;;lwn 1:\. gentlcrua-n <'Ort1Elits h]JrlS0l~ to 
tlJ,. stn km: nt tlwt production ''honld be for 
n;;P and not for pro(it, h(nv can ~·on irnagine 
for onr 1ninnte that t~ti:-) ·Council i:-) going 
i1) be free frorn politiJ;rtl t ,int? I-( ovv C 1 l1 

yon <'··:p•'ct the people in the South, with 
-.,. honl \\'O "\"ir-;h to Oc ns'-'oeintccl in our 
prim<1ry pro(hH·ir.;:!: i to bPliPve in 
this fo1· one rnlnnto in Clf thP constit-u-
tion of tlw Counc·il. VI c llccn ,,ltting i:1 
thi;;; _!Ion..::p for c]o •C on tlHt'P \\'t'Pk~ this 
~c- .ion. Th(• purty opposit0 an"' p1·nud of 
thC'lr a·-sociation with th(• doctrine of C)l1l

lllullisrn, and yot ,,.c cnnnot cT..:h·riCt frorn 
then1 0110 "Y"·'Ol'd vof n_•fprC'llC(' to this wonclr-rfu] 
dortrinP that is going; to sav0 the co1nn1nnit_v 
and put An tralia on h0r fee"- 8g:1in? \Vhat 
]5 wrong \Ylth this dortrlno v·.:hL·n hon. gC'ntlo
ITJPn opposite arc afraid to ay anything in 
it favonr, although wo hnYe bt:en :::-:itting 
hero for nearly thnw weeks? 

The Sl'K\KER: Order! 

i\T r. EL PHINSTOc\'E : ~1 r. 81" oker. I 
can qnitP understand. yon calling mP to order, 
bnt how cnn \re>-, while i.nt('rc;jtcd in thP 
prirna r.: prod1H~ers of this Stat0. rccornnH~nd 
t1wrn to arc('pt s11ch n tue~snre as this whon 
it is iutrod.ncell lr' th(• GoYf~rnrnent, antl 
when -we kno\v tl")at hon. m,_,mbers opposite 
arc comn1jttc·d~1ock, stock, <tnd barrel-to 
thP doctrine of con11nunl, m. y-hich is goi.ng 
to t8.kP a.\Yfly and not giyc '! IIow can WP 

that we rtre helping the proepcrity of 
prirnnrv producer by supportinQ," a mon

snre int.coduct"'d by the GoYcrnl11Pnt, ·when, 
at tlw sanw t irne. they have p!ftcer1 tlwir 
signaturf's to :1 r1ncurr1cnt that favours rom
muni~m? DisrnPli at one tir:1c "\Yas asked 
hl r.;ivc a descri)1tion of communism, and he 
said~ 

" A C'ommunist is one who i-s willing 
to put down his penny and take up your 
shilling." 

[!llr. Elphinstone. 

(Opposition 1anghtcr.) That absolutely fore
casts the position H>at 0xists here at the· 
prc~Pnt 111mnent. T.~H"' objndivr of hon. 
mcn1bors opposi ~(\ is to put down thci r penny 
and take np the prirnary producer's shilling. 
A_nxions ::3 I am~a" a prirnar\' produrer
to giYe the man on the land a.]] t'10 help I 
can. uncl to giYe this Bill all the supoprt it 
dc:crvos. I have r.sot to remember thnt hon. 
mcrnLcrs oppo~itu are co~runi.thxl r.o tho 
dod:rinn of commnnisrr1. 'vhich 1\"C know is 
going to put its strangling cla\VS on primary 
production, and that i ,, not in the interests. 
of the 1>rin1ary producer. 

0PPOSrTION MDmEns: Hear, he tr! 

Hoc:. \V. H. BAR'\ES (lll'li,u/)1)): This 
aftc,rnoon I have fol1o1W'cl Vl'IT closelY thc
a.ddtT',Bc, \vhich have lJ,_,l'n ~ lven b,, hon. 
rr1ernbcr~. parti<'ularl;v thosP speaking. fron1 
tlw Country ]><1l't • It SC'Pms to nte that there 
n:ay be a dang01' iu this dt'!Jat.f', \vithout 
reflecting nnon any~ hon. gentlerrwn IYhn have 
a1n,ndy ~poken. Tbt'l'O nHt~· b0 n dn:nzer of 
fo;·rretting one inJ~lol'tant fn(·ror, and tba.t is, 
that if a man is ''' nti,i!' tlw people 
he shcntl•.l t·calis'O hi>< mtin object in 
repr0· cnting- those peup]p ~hol!]d h0 so to 
dlrc,·t nffr~i·ts that lw ~ill .:H't inn st[ltC'smnn
l~ke wn.~·, and, ir.stf' <d of ""Pf·:<-killg for the 
fe\Y, tha.t. lt(' will ~llC' .. tk in tho intcrP~ts of 
8ll the people i:n ;J;YC'at ~)i".atc of Qu~:ons-
1and. rrhprp, is ays a darH!Tl'-a11d prob-
ably to ~ome extent t' maT all have snfl:'ercd 
frofn that--of +-1kin'r a n:-nro\V viLIV of 
things. :1u-d letting th(\ C'irc·:nn~tanccs \Yhieh 
~un·onnd our own pa rtienla.r p rty i lltercst" 
lJH'\~ail nnd trkP a nalTO\ R~'ctional view. 

.o w,:rp oue jnd ..:;-uH'Il.... l{; .:r~ry n1an who-
re Jl thi· Bill '"",1 at o·Jr•c '·''" thc,t it 

j,~ a vpr~; lntportant Bill. lt i;, 110 U5<

clisg-uisin-: the· f .et 'lEd ~m_ ing t1Htt it j:-; 
not an :mnortant Blll. I dm CC'l't'lin that 
it i~ a r~ill tbt;t has t·l rnc•n1ber8 

110 rcflectinn 
on th(' iudgmPnt of llJPri1h('l'S of this J-Iouse. 
S<~lllf', <.lll vle"\\·iug it for t}w -first tinlC, have 
•riYPll it their 1Jjp~si~Jg .,trni.:·htaway. \vhi1e 
or.~-0r~ }FtYc· ~:~1.0 thnt th-·v do not Iiko it. 
At tlw YCl''; ont<SPt c_· mv l'('lll<Jrk~_, I want 
to sn;.~ that T 8JWa.k a' 'a i 0~nbc'r of thA
I'\ationalist part,\~. bnt ln thtlt capclCity I 
rcpr0sent rny n\YYl vie\,, although I may also 
represent the Natio:wli't view '" well. At 
all.\' ri1h"', T take thP rc~sponsibility for my 
'l\Vn ~+-:-tt( mpnts. During <L rP:'tmt dcbat0 
I hen rd the hon. member for L'ort Curtis. 
who i-; a mPlnbcr ·nf the' ( 'ountry party, 
mnkP the statcmf'nt--pel'ha ps it was a 
slip nnd '.1:as not intcnded--tlu~t thf' Coun~ 
tn· pnrt.c rctll'Cf"cntod the conntJ~y int~rests. 
whili' tlw p:ut:· to which 1 belong represented 
the citit'.S. I feel sm·e that tl,nt was a slip 
on the part of the hon. 1;cntleman. 

The St,:CRF:l'.\RY FOH Acmcr~LTI:RE: No. 
That is \Yhy he left the Nationalist party. 

Ho:'oJ. W. H. BARNJ<;S: I "ant to say 
str:1ip.-ht1>, a~,. w; a. JTI<'rr~bPr r0prcsentjng tho 
c0nstitncncv \\-hich has th0 lP.rgc."t nu1nbor 
of voters o.f any 0lcetoratc in the Stok, that 
tljni' elPctorate includes indush-ies of various 
kind", inclurlin!r fruitgrowing-. g-enPral farm
jng, and c::ll the mca.tworks but one which 
arc to be found '.ri thin a f< .v miles of l3ris~ 
bane~I do not refer to Redhank. I am 
che reprcocntative of the electorate which 
contains all those intcr<'sts. and I represent 
tl1<·m in a broad \vav. and I represent them 
in the intci·e;;ts of this g-reat State of Queens
land. 'vVe are never going to make a great 
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svrcr~s of this State if we are going to view 
things on narrovv linel and from a narrow 
point of view, whether it he the point of 
view of the Government or the point of view 
of members on the Oj,position side. If we 
all view things from a narro\v viewpoint, 
then it is going to be dic>~strc.us for Queens
land. In dealing with this Bill. it is neces
sary to look all round and trv anrl g·et an 
idea of wha.t is the view of the countrv in 
regard to it. Looking at it from t.hc com-
mPreial si do, in rny jndgn1ent it is gain~ to 
Cr<'ate a went of eonfidenc·,•. I kno·y there 
arc some who will think I am making a big 
mistake in this, but I can illustrate what I 
mean. lf I have rc1d -t}w Bill corrcctlv
I know I c tnnot go through it item by it'em 
a-t th],, stag('-it includes ~omo industries 
that arc well PstaLiichcd at tlw present time. 
Lot me ~av thnt I have no interPst in anv 
of these iridustric'. hut I refer to the pa~
toral industry and t~) the sugar indu3try. 
\\'hat is the position of the pa.,toral industrv 
in qw•c.\ land to-day? The pastoral indu;
tr to conw extent iHdudcs the small grazing 
fc:rnw1s. a11d it, is controll( •'l ver~.' largelv 
Ly the mrtrkct pric 'S which arc obtainable 
in London for wool. 

:\T r. CoLLTXS : They are getting a very 
good price for it, too. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\'ES : I am thankful for 
that. It is a sorry day for anv community 
when the prices of the products which are 
f!rO\Yll in the country are brought down as 
thov ,,.,,,e hv this Govprnment at the rom
merJr;•mcnt o.f their life in this State. State-
rnents made dnring tho election \Vhich 
\YPrc· untn.H•. \YP ~sa\V some l)illK 
ivhidt \Ycre JHib1i:-hud durjnr! the• c!._dion. 
\Yhich rrad: ~· \'Dtt' .:or ---- and but-1t r 2s. 
pnr lh. ! for the Govf'nnncnt ancl butter 
ls. per lb. 

That i, what happened whc>n these gontlc
rncn came into office. Go down the river, not 
in n1y clcctorqtc. but in what is knov;n as 
Bnlimbn. and sec then~. on~rlooking the 
water, llw tremendous hmldings that have 
boen cn•cted prima rilv to deal with wool 
and other .<nch r-roducts. This Bill is going 
to include 111(~n like the-e thQr'', and it -gives 
snrh hug·e po\,\ PrR that in one n1on1ent they 
ran te. tc ]<en off th0ir feet, so to speak. So, 
f sa7 lt JS g-oinq to Cl'Catc a 'vant of Confi
clCJWP, The hon. nwmber £or Toowoomba
who, I regret, is not in his place this after
noon--

A GOVERXMEKT J\lE~IBER: He is being 
married. (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BAH:"'ES: I am very glad 
that he has the good senee to ioin the bene
diets, but for -omo reason-whether it was 
due to the fact that he was contemplating 
matrin1ony and his judgment vi--as not as sane 
as it ought to be-(reno·,yed ]aughtcr)-ho 
hDs snid agai.P and again. bv interie,.tion, ",,-e are out for Ono Big Union." And he 
had something more in his mind than the 
union in hjs ov,rn pc1·~onal life. ~Here we 
have a Bill which will include not on]c- those 
who arc speciiioally m<:ntioned in it now, but 
aim other., who mav be included in it later 
on. Ani '>hat is the idea of the Bill? The 
idea in th:1t particular direction is to assist 
toward;, the realisation of the ideals of the 
Communiotic party who have been urging 
and urging again that their aim is the 
nationalisation of industries. 

An OPPOSITION J\1EMBER: And primary pro
duction is ono of the first of them. 

Ho". W. H. BARC\'ES: As a Nationalist 
member, believing that private enterprise is 
going to bo very largely responsible for the 
devc•lopment of this great State, would I 
not he making a mistake if I did not, accord
ing to my conscience, get up and say that 
this Bill is sugar-coated and is not going to 
help the people of Queensland, but rather is 
goinr< to damage them? During the dis
cussion to-clay, :Wr. Speaker. ·you ha vc 
allowed references to be made to policy. 
I am not in a position to dictate the po1icy 
of the ?\ationalist party, but I am hero as a 
C'J ationalist. and I should like to refer to thE' 
policy d the party in 1920-and about that 
I can speak with some authority. In address
ing the <>lectors at that time, I said-

" I 'vrsh to 
jmportanL it is 
ancc should bo 
the land." 

impress upon ~-ou hov~-~ 
that every possible a· .. sist
given t:::> 1nen who arc on 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
join the Country party. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: Let me, in reply 
to the hon. gentleman, say that the 
:\ationalist party and the Countr;; party arc 
out as one man to soo if thov cannot benefit 
the primary producer. They may not sec 
exactly e:-·e to eye to-day, but they are both 
out for that purpose. I am not hNo to 
reflect on the Country party and say that 
the:: arc not out to do that. but I am hero 
to say that we do not view it exactly as they 
do in all particularo. Let me complete my 
quotation- -

"' I wi".h to in1press upon you how 
important it is thnt every poo,ible assist
ance should be givPll to rnen who arC' on 
the land so as to f'nahlo them to produce 
rnorP and :yet n!ore. a.ncl to u1courage 
and assist then1 to avail thems('hT of 
the world's markob which are now open 
to Australia and for so mar.v of the 
varied products of thi• St"t.e: -ctnd that 
being- so. it is essential that th0 State 
should do its part to assist them by 
facilitating the moans of transport. 

"Bearing- in mind the hardships which 
n1any selectors have to cmdurP in connec
tion with settlements on our land, pro
vision should be made for a reduction of 
railway freights on the necessrtries of 
life with a view of assisting the settler 
and encouraging s0ttlement, and in also 
granting to settlers preferential rates at 
a distance from the centre of export." 

No man-I do not care what his brand of 
politic, may be-can go through some parts 
of Queensland as I ha,-o clone and see tho 
men who arc scr·king to assist in the develop
ment of this great State without feeling as 
he watchPs thorn in their work that "hov 
arc making a mighty sacrifice. 1\nd 'r 
want to say further. that we do not give 
half the c,·odit we should c;ivo to the wonwn 
who a"ist in that dPvelopment--the \\Omen 
who, bening hardships, lonclincc,, ab.;01:ce 
fron1 friends, and distance fro1n the arncnities 
of thP cities, are doing- a great thing to hrlp 
Queensland. Though I rPjlresent a suburban 
electorate Yer:v largely, I want to say here 
and now that in a State like Queensland we 
cannot have any succe"\s un1css tht ... primary 
producer i>, helped and encouraged, but we 
must seek to help and encourage them along 
safe lines. 

Let me deal now with ono of the factors 
which arise in considering this Bill-the ques
tion of cost. Does any sanp man here think 

Hon. W. H. Banus.] 
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that £25,000 is going to cover the cost in 
thP first year? 

OPPOSITION MEMBBRS: No. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Let us look at it 
JUSt roughly. vVo have been told that fifteen 
organisers are to be appointed-or rather, 
have been appointed, at £400 a year. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: Unauthorised, too. 
Ho~. IY. H. BARNES: That is £6,000, 

and then there arc their travelling allow
>tncos. \Yorking it out at the rate of 15s. 
per da:,·-I am within the mark for the pur
poses of m:; argument-and assuming they 
tran•l only 150 days in the year-see how far 
:-·ou are getting on towards £10,000. Then 
we are told by the hon. member for Oxley 
that the director is to get £1,500 per annum, 
and that such an amount is not sufficient. 

'l'he SECHE1'ARY >'OR AGRICcLTC:RE : The hon. 
momber for Oxlcy says he should get £10,000. 

Ho~. W. I-L BAR~ES: And then there is 
the Council of Agriculture. Then, arc large 
offices to be run without expense? One 
would be very much nearer the mark if he 
said that this year the scheme was going to 
cost £100,000. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: Thcv will never do it 
on twice that. ' 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: If they were going 
to accomplish any good, I \Yould say, 
" :Money well spent." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: It will 
knock out the middleman. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES : 'l'he hon. member 
is one of the greatest middlemen you ever 
struck. All his life he has been making 
himself a middleman to preach the gospel of 
disc:ontent between employer and employee, 
and he has been a rnightv success at it, 
judging him by his own standards. 'I'he hon. 
member know" full well tbat there is scarcely 
a man on that side of the House who is not 
a middleman. 'I'ho unfortunate fact is that 
Labour men take good care to get big 
interest for their money. 'I'hey are middle
men because they are taking it out of the 
pockets of someone. 

0PPOSITIOX ME}IBERS : Hear, hear 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You arc 
a political highwayman. 

HoK. \V. H. BAR:\'ES: Yet we are told 
that we are middlemen because at this parti
cular time we are trying to do onr beost in 
the interests of the country. 

Before the dinner adjournment I was taking 
the opportunity of going into the Bill as 

far as it relates to the present 
[7 p.m.) opportunities which people have 

of disposing of their primary pro
duce, &c. From the very wide scope of the 
Bill, I take it that the object of the Bill 
is to bring within its scope, by regulation, 
pretty "·ell every industry. I have no doubt 
that one of the first steps will be to give us, 
iil conncrtion vvith legislation, the first dose 
ot what one might call the teachings of the 
Apostle Lenin. 

I want to ask, is agricultural development 
es~cntial to the atlvancprnent of this grc3.t 
country: I think that qucstioP C'lll be 
ans\\.fTCd in on!y ono vvav. If this countrY 
is to be succes,,£{,1, it must he along the lines 
of agricultural deYelopment. and an.vthing 
\\'hich is going to 1nakc the necessary proH 
Yision for n1cn t.o usf' their brains legiti
mately and put forth their energies will be 
a good thing indeed. But this Bill. in my 
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judgrr:ent, Is one which, in. the first place, 
Is going to bo an exre!-'drngly expensive 
nJC_a"ure to :vork; yet, notwitbtanding that. 
It IS not gomg to be successful. It is going 
to create difficulties and also lead to a 
f, 'cling of uneasiness in the minds of the 
c·nmmunity. I do not know whether 1 
caught correctly a statement whirh was n1ade 
before dinner. I do not think you Mr. 
Speaker, heard it. I think the Minister' made 
some remark about my being a highwayman. 

The Sr.CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A 
political highwayman ! 

HON. W. li. BARN"ES: The horL gentle
man can put it ia any form he likes. He 
had the audacity to say that a respectable 
member of this House is a highwayman. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR AGiucuuruRE : A 
political highwayman. 

HoN. IY. I-L BARKES: The type of man 
who rnakcs that suggestion is scarcely worthy 
of 1)as~ing notice. It is only typical of a 
man who has been proceediniT along those 
lines all his life. It was unwo~thy of a man 
who is supposed, but who farh utterly, 
worthily to represent the Government of the 
country. It only show, that the criticism 
of the .Bill must have been fairly acute, when 
a Munster of the Cl'o\\·n makes such a state. 
rncnt, \;vhich is absolutely untrue. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGHIClCLTcRE: I will 
deal with your associations later on. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES: I have lived in 
Queensland all my lifl', and at least I have 
the lwnour and respect not only of nw own 
Constituents but of thP COmmercial and busi
llCOS community. V\'hat arc the factors 
which have brought about this absolute 
change of face and made it necessarv to 
introduce this Bill after a period of s'cven 
years? I quite believe that the Secretary 
for r\griculture and hon. rne·mbers sitting 
bd1ind him are not genuine in bringing in 
thP Bill unless it has ono specific object. 
The Government are supposed to be doing a 
great deal for the man on the land by reason 
of this Bill. Not very long ago they said, 
''You cannot allow cattle to c··o out of this 
country to a better market unltcss you pay 
10s. a head." Speaking frorn n1en1ory. am 
I not right in :.aying that the Covcrnmcnt 
collected the sum of £39,000 from men ,-ho 
wanted to get a better market"? 

Mr. BEBBI!\GTOX: And they still hold it. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I am not ccrta.in 
on that point, and I do not want to make a 
misstatement from tlw floor of the House. 
Anyone who turns up the Auditor-General's 
report will find that from time to time lhero 
is a record of the amount of monev that the 
Government receive. Is it not a f,;:ct, as has 
been pointed out again and again by the 
hon. member for Drayton, that butter was 
sold at a price less than it \vas worth in the 
world's markets? \Vo know that the policy 
of the Government has been to get bv the 
very throat the man who has been producing. 
The Premier says, " Let by-gones be by-gones ! 
Forget all about it ! Throw over our actions 
something that will make them forgotten ! " 
The leopard i, going to change his spots. 
This Bill is being introduced at this stage 
because the industrialists haYe had a setback, 
and the Goyernrnent now say, "\Ve must do 
something" ; and so this bunch of carrots is 
held out to tho farnwrs. On~ reason whv 
there has not been the dc,·clopmcnt which we 
all \Vould ha Ye liked to sec, and which has 
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probably made Country party members so 
anx.ious in connection with this Bill
although, judging from their speeches, they 
are apparently divided-is that the con
ditions in the citv have been such that there 
has bPen a drift away from the land. I have 
alreadv said on the floor of this House that 
I beli0v;:, the time is coming when, in order 
to g·ct the support of the man on the land. 
probabl"- something very special will have 
to be done for him. That is one factor that 
possibly has made it necessary for this Bill hl 
be introduced. The Gm-ernment believe that 
it will, perhaps, be a way out of that difli
culty, and a way out for themselves, too. 
Have not the Government. b-; their ··vstem 
of leasehold and by doing things which. have 
made the position of the man on the land 
extrenwly difficult, contributed towards the 
position that exists in Queensland to-day? 
S'ettlemcnt on the land is absolutclv esseutial 
from the big standpoint of dcfcnc~. I hold 
that ono oi the needs of ]'\ orth Queensland 
i.s to get more and more settlement, if for 
nothing else, for the purpose of defence only, 
because \Y1~ are Ycry close to foreign neigh
bours, and it is \\ ise for us to have the 
position strengthened and fortified by having 
our own kith .and kin tlwre to protect us. 

I notice that sugar has been brought under 
this Bill It is ono of those things that has 
been drawn in. Is sugar not to a verv great 
extent under the control of the Common
wealth'? \Vhat is the pobition to-day. 
Have not the Premier and sonw other mem
bers of the J\Iinistry again and again, at the 
instigation of the sugar-grower, and Tightly 
so, too, said to the Commo!l\vcalth Premier, 
" 'V c want protection"? 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRIC1.'LT1'RE: Do vou 
remember :··our trip to Melbourne? • 

Ho;,;. W. H. BARl\'ES: I r0membcr the 
trip that I had up Korth in connection vnth 
the farmers who had been depri,-erl of thou
cands of pounds, and I got it refunded to 
thPm. That is the trip .that I remember. 
Am· trip that I ha,-e taken to Melbourne I 
ha vc taken in the inten•sts of the State, and 
I did my job well. and the PremiPr knmvs 
it was well done. The po!.icy of the Nation
alist part:: \vas faithfully expre"ecl at the 
last elections in these words-

" There has alwa.v:·: been included free
hold conditions. and. I bclicw in this form 
of tenure in the selection of land. and 
that tho majority of people still desire 
the right to finally obtain their deeds, 
which the obtaining of is ono of the 
greatest inducemenh for them to settle." 

Thos·P are factors that must be used in con
nection with the settlement of people on the 
land, and big factors too. The policy 
contjnuc"'-

" The ina.bilitv of manv settlers to 
finance themseh-;>S when ta.king up land 
make, it impcratiYo that steps should be 
taken in connection with our land la,Ys 
to provide homes on the land for intend
ing settler· and thus enable them to get 
a start under bPtter conditions than 
exist. at present. and this being done 
would relieve many a settl<'r and his wife 
of ~ome of the present anxiety and induce 
sett] n1ent." 

Mr. PAYNE: Whv didn't you do something 
when you had the chance? 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\'ES: Evcrv law which 
is liberal was introduced bv Governmenh of 
which I wa.s a member. Every piece of taxa-

tion, and every piec" of .legislation which 
has gone in the way of t:ar1ng up ag-reem(~nt:. 
that have been entered mto, has been passed 
bv the Government on the other side of the 
House. Thev are the ones who did that, 
while I havo the honour of baying been 
associated with Governments which. at least, 
had to do with the initiation and develop
ment of this great country. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The poll tax. 
HoN. W. H. BARKES: A poll tax! The 

hon. rrlCllllwr is a mcrnbcr of the union wh_ich 
is taking 1ncn before the court and having 
t:hem fined for not paying 10s., and now he 
comes hero and talks about the poll tax ! 

What are the objects of the Bill' Already 
we find there has been unauthonsed expendi
ture. Fifteen men haYe been sent out into 
the conntrv. What for., I eh a rge the 
Governmont deliberately with sending the'e 
men out as political agents to prepare the 
wav for an election to tnke place. I charge 
the~rn with trylng to hoodwink the. farmers 
and the community generally, and w1th se?d
ino· those men out for the purpose of trymg 
to ''induce the people in the country to vote 
for tlwm. This Rill is one of the greatest 
reflections on the Department. of c\gricultur~. 
The :Minister c::wmot have been domg h1s 
cluh·. The Minister mnst have fa.ilcd in doing 
his~ job, berausP he corn ~ ~l~ong and sayf:, 
" Let us throw the responsi b1ht.y on to som.e
ono else," just. as they are going tc_> do ~n 
connection with another mefv,urr- wlnch w1ll 
con1c on latc~r, and whicl.1 I cannot d1sc_uss 
now. The· Goycrnmcnt sa1cl they wore goml' 
to take smnething over. and no\v tho rcsponsi
bilit-· is to be put on t•l somebody else, n;nd 
that.' is vrhat is being douc in connection 
with this Bill. Who. after all. are the 
pri111ary producPr:- '? They are the: 111011 on 
the la~d. But is not the man-and I am 
speaking now of the industrin.li-.t scctwn
w·ho rnanufachucs somctlnng fresh and \Vl:nch 
is going to :-avc work on the ~arrns-say. 
some new ilnp1Pntcnt-a1so a prnnary pro
ducer? 

The' PRE}!IER: Ko, a secondary producer-
certainly not a priruary l>roducer. 

Hox .. \Y. H. BAR:'\:ES: A man who comes 
along ,vith ,,on1ething l1C'\V i:-'. prin1\1s, an.d 
hr· is a producer. In connectiOn w1th th1s 
Bill. who are the voter'' 

The Pmmnm: Primary producers. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR:\'ES: The Bill does not 
sav so. \Ye are told to swallow th,.;c thingB, 
like the boy, and it ,,.ill be all right. This 
so-called inte1ligent GoYerniL~r'nt ask us to 
S\Yallow it. I am sorry to say t.hat many 
pecple are not going- to gi\~C' to it the r.~m
sideration whieh thev onp:ht, and are gomg 
to s11·allow it. In (·onnPr:tion with certain 
rncasure ~. thP GoYernnH'llt say voters should 
be evenbodv living in the area. The Pre
tnlcr hlls gi'vcn us a .dirC'rt an:j·,ycr to the 
question as to who are to be the voters 
under this Bill. 

I want to draw attention to another point. 
All along the line it has been urged by 
memb<'l's on this sidc-a.nd it \Yas urged by 
Kationalist members during tho <'lection
that it is essential that there should be a 
simplification of the la\. s relating to agricul
ture a.nd stock. and a rcorgani-ation o£ the 
Department of Agriculture. The following· 
is a qnotation from my policy speech:-

"It is nccessar\' that, 'YhPn advocating 
land settlement " and inviting citizens 
from both wit hi;, and without· the State 
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to s.hare with us more fully the reBpon· 
sibility of deYcloping Queensland, and 
to embark into the businc" of agricul· 
ture and the raising of stock, that we 
should at the sa.rrw time assist them by 
rnaking proYision for the sirnplification 
of I a ws relating to agriculture and stock, 
and the reorganisation of the Depart· 
rnent of Agriculture, eo as to enable 
them to obtain the mo>t efficient scien· 
tific and vractlcrtl direction and adminis
tra.tion and the highest efficiency in 
production." 

The PnE;mrm: Yague generalities. 
HoN. W. II. Br\Hl'\ES: Tlw hon. gentle

nutn talks a bout Yague generalities! That 
is \\·,hat the Bill is. I ha·. o heard hon. mem
bers on this side say tha.t they are going 
ro support the Bill, conditionally on certain 
things being done in Committee. They prac
tically say that there are yagne generalities 
in the Dill, and tl1>et thev do 110t kno\\' whore 
the, al'C' going. V 

:V[r. CoLLJ:o;s: Are :wu supporting the Dill? 
Ho:-;. \Y. H. DARC\ES: I am .;oing- to 

Yott~ dead against it. I want to n~k who is 
to be the director? 

A GO\'ERX.11ENT ME::\rBER: Honut str0rt. 

Hoc-;. \\~. H. DARNES: '::'\:o; it might be 
\Yilliam stl'<•d, for all I know-it might be 
the Department of Agriculture in \Villi.cm 
~tn~ct. I Jo r.ot ·want to be personal, but 
•rha.t has b<.'Vl happening? At m·cr:-· aYail
able opportunity. :Ministers who are sitting 
on tho Trc:1.sury bPnch<'s have got a\Yay from 
it as quickly as pn'3siblc. \Yh0neyer any 
opportnnity of a comfortaLle billet Cilme 
along they took it. I should not be surprised 
if the Secretary for Agriculture thought th:tt 
he could fill the job bdtcr than anybody 
else. (GoYcrnment laughter.) \Ye baYe read 
the regulation clawc in the Bill. There is 
a sting right at the \'Pry end of the clause-. 
It says tb'at interested }lersons may adjudi
cate. 

.Just fancy it being laid down in the Bill 
that no on'l shall be deemed in ea pable of 
adjudicating in some matter in \Yhich he is 
interested. That is proYided for in subclause 
{5) of clause 16 of the schedule. That is the 
kind of thing which has been introduced by 
the GoYernment, who arc supposed to be 
~·,sisting in the deyclopment of the country. 

The PREMIER: The wor·ds do not bear the 
implication you put on them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am referring to 
subclau'ie (5). 

The PHE}IJEH: There is no reference to it 
in that subclauso. 

Hoc;. W. Il. BARNES: Yes there is. 
Hon. members will also notice that it is 
po>·,ibie for a fine to be imposed up to £100. 

The PHE}!IER: Subclauso (5) is exactly con
trary to \Yhat you mid. 

I-Iox. W. H. BARNES : lf I made a mis
take, I regret it, but that is the wa;' that 
I 1·ead the subclal!SC. An:-,how, this Bill 
provid<'s fOl' fines up to £100. It is a nice 
">tate of things to allow anv bodv like the 
Council of Agriculture to fine people up to 
£100. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They are fond of doing 
that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: \Ve used to be 
told by the Labour party, when they repre
oented the Opposition in this House, and 
before they wont over to extreme socialism, 
that they had bowels of compassion; but not 
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so now. If a man makes a staten1ent ':1uW 
that should not be made. their " no victimisa
tion" policy is disregarded. It. is victimisa
tion eyery time, and they get at the man 
who has done something. 

;vrr, Km\\' AN: The hon. member for 
Bulimba put it into effect in 1912. 

liON. W. H. BARNES: The Premier said 
I mad~ a Inisstaternent in regard to sub
clause (5). I have read the Bill very care
fully, and to show that I am right I will 
read the subclause--

" (5) Ko justice shall be deemed in
capable of acting in any case arising 
under this Act by reason of his being, 
as ono of seYeral prirr1ary produrers or 
as ono of any other cla~, r~ of person, 
liable in common with others to contri
bute to or be benefited by the fund." 

The PRniiER: Do you say that that means 
that an .interested party can adjudicate on 
a case? 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES : I <la say so. The 
hou. gentlcrnan 'will have an opportunitv,· of 
speakmg on the Dill himself. \Ye ha ye not 
heard him yut on the Bill, and I hope he 
will g<'t up and uxplain some clause' of the 
Bill. \Vhat is the' primr<~·y object of this 
Bill'? I unhesitatingly say that its primary 
cbject is to make billets. 

OPPOSITION i\1niBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hoc-;. \V. H. BARJ'\ES: I saw a statement 
made the other day-I speak under correction 
-that the salarius for the public service 
amount to £5,000.000 per annum. 

The PHE1!lEH: Salaries and \Yages. 

I-Iox. \V. I-I. BARNES: ::'\:ow this Dill is 
going to make it millions 1nore. \~"" e i1ave 
rnen exercising their influence throughout 
the country helping to bolster up the GoYern
m<'nt. \Vo want to get to the country our
,,e!Yes and let them know that they are doing 
this_ 

The PHE:l!IER: \Ye are helping the a,gricul
tural industry. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

11r. TAYLOR (Wind<or): I think we have 
all listened with a very considerable amount 
of interest to the various speeches which haYe 
been delivered from both sides uf the House 
in connection with this BilL Personally, I 
look on the Bill as containing some per
nicious provisions, and, taking it. by and 
large, I think that the whole Bill is _nothing 
but camouflage1 hurnbug, and hypocnsy that 
will put a leg-rope on the primar:, producers 
of Qu<'cnsland from one end of the State ~o 
the other if it is put on the statuto-book m 
its }H'Csent fonn. 

The PHF}llEH: \Vhat do the Country party 
sav about that? 

Th1r. TAYLOR: When a Bill i.o brought to 
this Chamber by any GoYernment, no matter 
if it is a Labour Gon'rnment, a Kationalist 
GoYernrnent, or a Country pad:y Government, 
if it has for its object or a.irn the assisting 
of the primary producer, it should havo every 
possible consideration giYon to. 1t by both 
sides of the House. I would hko to make 
that statement right at the start, so that 
there can be no misunderstanding, Notwith
standing the statements that have been made 
to the contrary, we all in this Chamber reco&"
nisc the value of primary productwn ~<J tlus 
State, J:- in fact, to any country In the 
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world. If primary production is in a flourieh
ing ('OndJtion, and if things aro all 1~1~ht 
with the man on the land, then, 'pcaKmg 
gcncraily .. they are all right with over;; 
other sectiOn of the commumty. Unfortu
nately, we know that for a ycry considerable 
time past things for the man on the land 
have not boon all right. \V e on this side, 
the Nationalist party in particular, have 
b;•en accused of being opposed to the interests 
of tho man on the land. I challPngo the 
Premier or cmy member on that side of the 
IIou-0 to show that members here in '1llY 
,pc•cch that has bcPn made or by an:.· vote 
that ha•· been takt>n in this House haYe bPen 
opposed to the interests of the man on the 
land. 

The PRE'I!JER: You wanted to increase 
l'flil way freight, last year. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: Ycs, and I would increas<' 
then1 no·,s', as I said in thi~;; Chamber on the 
Address in Reply. I have been drawn off 
the track by the Premier, and perhaps 1 
had better let that mattPr alone. T w ,nt 
tu f'>o11£ino n1ys~If as closely as I 11os""ibly C<.Lll 
to the Dill. No rnau of any vision at all 
can be opposed to the interPsts of thc 
11rimary producers. if lv~ has t.hP iutPrests ?f 
the countt·v at hcart-l think CI'Pl'\' man 111 
this Charnhor must ctgrPe \Yith that proposi
tion-vet we have herp a Bill introducC'd by 
n, Gov:crnrnont and a part;v whosL' fir~t and 
foremost plank is the sociali·,ation of pro
duction and distribution. 

The PRE}!lER: It is not the fir.st and fore
Iliost plank. 

:llr. TAYLOR: Well, it is tbc objective-
'· all it the objectin,. I do not know whether 
it is a plank; I think it is the wholc plat
form. Anyhow, we know that that is the 
main objective of the party of which thP 
Prcn1ier and the gentlcrnen sitting with hn:n 
are rnornbcrs. Yet they bring into thrs 
Chamber a Bill full of rnattcrs relating to 
production and distribu:tion. HaYP they 
altered, or is this Bill, as I beliovce it is, 
simply a step forward which ihP Premier 
and his GoYernn1ont arc anxious to take to 
ln·ing about the socialisation of the industries 
of (~ueensland? As I said at the start, it is 
simply nothing else but camoufla.gc, 
hypocrisy, and humbug, brought for\1'atd, 
not for the purpose of benefiting the farmer. 
a. the Government would have us believe, 
but for the purpose of ach·ancin~ that 

ohjPdivo which they haye been preaching 
in sea·on and out of · .. cason in this Chamber. 
I am absolutely opposed to any legislation 
which has for its object anythin.o; of the 
kind. and that is the whol<> troublt• that 1s 
running right through this Bill. 

:VIr. KIRWAN: What clause is it in? 

Mr. TA YLOR: It is in practically m·ery 
dHlVP from start to fini,,h. \Ve have been 
told that the Dill has been brought forward 
in order that primary pwduction may be 
a~sistcd, and that a nunJ btlr of an1cndn1ents 
arc to be proposed in Committee. Those 
a1ncndmcnts are going ·to be introduced, and 
it is w•cessary that. tl1oy should be intro
duced; and, if the Government accept them, 
I take it that there will be nothing but the 
titlo of the Bill to go on with. Organisers 
arc going throughout Queensland telling tho 
farmers what a splendid thing this Bill is. 
and probably not one of them has seen it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT:RE: They 
have all seen it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I doubt Yery much if the 
orgrmisers as a body have. s0on the Bill _or 
discussed it with tho Prcn11cr, or even '\vJth 
the :::Vlinister. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
absolutely wrong. 

:'vir. TAYLOR: Yet they are supposed 
to go out as apostles of this ago·ic:nltural 
policy and tell the people wl1at a splend1d 
thing t.hc GoYPrnmont have on the stocks 
for them-that all tlll1V have to do is to 
join up. "\V c '\l·on't Char go you anything 
for the ftrst ypar; but, ,,.·hen we haYc got 
you in, we will have you leg-roped and 
keerJ you t.hero just as long as we plea~~-" 
In tl1c case of an important measure hkc 
this, before organisers are sent out-I know 
nothing about thoir political crcecb or th0ir 
ability in any shape or form-they should 
c·n1nc into f'onf.rtet with th0 P1·cn1iPr or .the 
~1iuister and haYe the provisions vrhich they 
ar(' exp0rted to explain to the farmers 
thoroughly explained to thPm. so that the:· 
tnay not n1ako any n1istakcs. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So they have. 

:'dr. TA YLOR: I am very pleased to hear 
it. If they have, I doubt very nweh if it 
has lwcn done iu thE' way in '\Yhich I think 
it should have been done. The Bill, as one 
~p0akcr has said_. is practically n, Yotc o£ 

ren~un_• on the ])cpartnJ · nt of 
[7.30 p.m.] Agriculture. I clo not think 

anyone can gain.··a" that. Here 
we have a Department of Agriculture which 
i~ Suppo.;;cd to have at its cmnrnand as con1-
pctcnt- 1ncn as it jg possible to get. Sorn~ of 
then1 aro con1pctent-I suppose as con1petont 
>LS vou \Yill find anywhere in Australia or 
in the whole world "in regard to the duties 
they ar' called upon to carry out. Yet here 
we han• a Bill which is siuffed fnll of quite 
a numbPr of useless words, tenns, and clauses 
associated with work "hich officers of the 
Department of AgricuHuro are supposed to 
Le carrying out at the pr-esent tin1e. \Ve 
ar0 brinaina into cxist.cncp advisory boanl:-s, 
di·trict ~ou~rils, and all this kind of thing. 
V\'hat for? To advise about pests, when· '"'' 
lwYe a department which is supposed to be 
doing that work; to advise about quite a 
number of things associated with the rural 
indu.;;tri·rs, ,,,..h0n we arc supposed to have 
men who are competpnt to earry out that 
<York. \Yith all tho a.dyisory bodies you like• 
to bring into existence, what better organisa
tion can you have than that particular 
activity which is operating with regard to 
the breeding of wheat at Roma? But you 
arc going to allow a district council to com·e 
in and interfere with work with which there 
should be no interference. That '·' ork has 
beeu carried on to the utmost satisfaction 
of the farmers of Queensland. Ko outside 
board, no council, should ha' the power 
to say to the man who is carrying on that 
work in the Maranoa district, " You shall 
do this." or "You shall do that." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vho lS 

suggesting that it should be done? 

Mr. TA YLOR: Thoro is power in the Bill 
which will enable them to do it; they C'an 
do whatever thcv like. As the hon. member 
for Merthyr sai-~l last night, you are consti
tuting a Parliament outside Parhamcnt to 
come- along and say what shall be done m 
quite a number of directions-which may or 
mov not be in the best interc·-ts of the State. 
l'r~ctieally the whole of the matters which we 

illr. Taylor.] 
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find in this Bill could be carried out very 
well bv the officers associated with the 
Depart,:nent of Agriculture. 

Mention has been made of the party 
political aspect of the quc~tion. I am very 
sorry to think that it should be a party 
measure. One has only to read portions of 
the. speech which the Premier delivered at 
Laidley to find out. whether it is or is not a 
party measure. This is what the Premier 
said-

" ::VIorcow'r. as was pointed out hy Mr. 
Theodorc in his speech, thev recognised 
that Agricola can never woi·ship at the 
shrine whore the high priests arc those 
first five leading lights of the Nationalist 
gods who now amble in the political 
arena of the Country party's jerry-built 
edifice.'' 

The PHE:\IIER: I did not say that. 

::Ylr. TAYLOR: Is this a book which tbe 
hon. g0ntlcman had printed? 

The PREoiiER: That is not a report of mv 
speech. Thoso are the comments of the 
" Daily Standard." 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman 
thought so much of it tbat he had it 
reprinted. 

The PREmER: The hon. gentleman should 
not fore" on me words I did not U.'''· If the 
hon. gentleman wants to quote mv S]JeClch, let 
him quote it.. " 

::\Ir. TAYLOR: I take it that, before this 
was put in the back of the " Agricultural 
Journal " as political propag·and<1-for 
which, I suppose, we slHdl all have to pay
the Premier, or son1oone closely associated 
with hi 111, chocked the proofs. 

The PRE~!TER: That was not m the 
''Agricultural Journal." 

::\1r. TAYLOR: It is rather a remarkable 
thing th"t. when I bring it under the bon. 
g-entleman's notice, he says he did not say it. 
Ilmve\'cr, he said this-

" The Xationalists, by making a pre
tence at bcillg' the friends of the farmers, 
nctively opposed or pa''si:vely resisted all 
mea:_urcs for pTactical relief." 

The PRE11JER: Hear, hP:tr! I said that. 
It is true. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The Premier knows that 
is n bsolutt"ly untrue. 

The PRE1IIER: It is true. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I a bsolutelv dcnv the 
Premier's sta tcrncnt in rega fd to V that 
parti< nlar matter. 1\Iind. this was a speech 
in conncc~ion ·with \vhich 110 party was 
suppo cCd to exist. The hon. gentleman 
said-

" I have carefully studiPd th~ Country 
party's attitud<~ during this Parliament, 
and I have not kno''Tll of a solitarv con-
structive idea." ~ 

The Premier knows that is untrue. 
The PRE11IER: It is a fact. 

Mr. TA YLOR: No one knows better than 
the l'rPmicr that that is an absolutely 
incorr 'et statement. lie \Vent on to say-

" I am quite conYinced that the mem
!JCl'S of the Country party haYo never 
given liYe minut'"' of earnest, indc;1endent 
tbought to t.he r<"ll problems of the n1an 
on the land, nor to the agricultural 
industry." 

The PRE1IIER: Hear, hear ! 

[llir. TayiM. 

Mr. TA YLOR: For a gentleman occupying 
the position of Premier to say that a body 
of men sitting on this side of the House have 
never given five minut.es' thought t.o the 
interests of the man on the land 1s too 
sillv for words. Yet that is the statement 
which tho Premier makes in connection with 
the Country party. A little furtber on he 
said this-

" The Country party would he quite 
content to ha:ve Tories in officP, although 
it knows perfectly well that the Tories 
represent the city interests-the me~; 
chants. the middlcm ·n, and the squatters. 

The PREmER: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TA YLOR: He proceeded to say-
" I am thoroun·hlv convinced that the 

farmers hav· little' to hope for either 
from the Countrv party or from the 
:t\ationalists. The :t\ationalists are 
open! v hostile to the farmers' require
ment.;: and the Country party is merely 
a joint in the tail of the Nationalist dog." 

GOVERNMEC>;T l\1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Secretar;,· for Agri
culture and the Premier both have denied 
tbat thi' has been brought forward from a 
party political. point of view, or that it was 
an electioncenng stunt. 

The PRDIIER: That is right; it was not 
electioneering. 

Mr. TA YLOR: 1 am very pleased to hear 
the PremiN's denial, but l am Yery sorry 
that I cannot accept it. 

Th<> PRE>IfER: If you studied more of those 
speeches. you would be much more edified. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Tlwy do edify me. The 
Premier further stated-

" Some kind of basic organisation must 
be established among the farmers by the 
farmers thcmsclvf's." 

The Govermnent propose to appoint five 
nominees. The Premier further stated-

" 'Through the agency . of such an 
org-anisat.ion th0 farmer:'. \YI11 be a"''·IStU(~ 
to solve the problems of production and 
1narkctino- and bPcome the driving force 
tovvards ~o-operatiYe efforts." 

I think ho should have said "socialistic 
efforts," because that is what he intemled. 
He further stated-

" ThesE' organisations would become the 
medium for the spreftd of knowledge and 
education, and would enable f:c1·mers to 
bccon1e articulate as a class and a real 
force in the land." 

I agree with that !?art. He further _state~-
"As an organisation corresponding "\VIth 

the American Farm Bureaux I advocate 
the establishment in all farming localities 
of district councils of agriculture. Thesf' 
councils should be elected by the farmers 
by direct vote." 

\Vhat about the five Government nominees'? 

The PRE1riER : How many arc on the 
district councils? 

Mr. TA YLOH : There is' only one Council. 

The PRE'liiER : The Bill provides for 
councils in every agricultural di,,trict. 

Mr. TAYLOR: There is only one main 
Council. 

The PRE'l!IER: ~o; you ha Ye not read the 
Bill. 
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Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier further 
stated-

" I lay down the following as a tangible 
and realisable objective. Agriculture is 
an industry which must be made a 
remunerative industry to those engaged 
in jt," 

It has taken the Government seven years to 
find out that the agricultural industry must 
be made profitable and remunerative. whereas 
it has been prcach<'d and spoken in every 
possible direction by hon. m:•mbers on this 
side of the House. The Premier further 
stated- · 

"The industry must be greatly 
extended, for only in that way can addi
tional population be absorbed, and it is 
only by increasing the population that 
\Ye can reduce our per capita financial 
burden." 

I agree with that. After all the trouble we 
have gorw to in connection with this p>1rti
cular scheme. is that anv discovcrv to make? 
The Premier further dated- • 

" The conditions of the life of all 
countrv dwellers must be made more 
attract'ive than at the present time." 

I quite agree with all that. That all shows 
how little there was behind the Premier's 
great pronouncC'rnent on this agricultural 
scheme which was going to be put before the 
farmers, and which was going to bring about 
the salvation of the agricultural industry. 
The Government han> accused past Liber;,l 
Administrations of not having the interests 
of tho primary producers at heart. 

The PRE~IIER: They were very unsym
pathetic. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Vi'hat Gonrnment was 
responsible for the Gatton College, the Roma 
cxper1montal farm, the sugar experiment 
stations? \Vhat Gov0rnmcnt sent a travel
~ing dairy throughout Queensland to help and 
mstruct the men on the land? The Premior 
had the audacitv to sav in this Chamber that 
previous Aclmin.isUations had not been svm· 
pathetic with the man on the land. wbat 
Government was n•sponsiblc for the erection 
of sugar milb in Xorth Quc;ensland in order 
that sugar-growe1, n1ight have a chance in 
the industry? ' 

2\fr. PEASE: \Vho put them in the wrong 
place? 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member is in the 
'vrong place. The Pre1nicr's clwrgP that. 
past Governn1ents lu:n-e bPon unsympathetic 
towards the man on the land ;, not tnw. 

Thn PnEoflER: \Vho was it t:wt si gEe,] tlw 
petition to have the tickets takc'n off the 
railway truck~? 

~Ir. TA YLOR : This is a n·rv sorions 
mattPr, and one jn which the Preinier saill 
he is sincere. Lnfortunately, 've cannot 
believe that. We know the attitude• of the 
Govrr11mcnt rlnre thcv hayc had control of 
thP Trcap,ury bcnclH"1. ~ I-T on. lllembcrs oppo~ 
site arc the pzn'iy who have been absolntp]y 
unsyn1pathctic in ever~- direction towards 
the man on the land. The proposed scheme 
is going to be a ver~v Qxtensi; r proposition. 
Ono of the hem members of the Countr:· party 
stated that there were spJc,Jdid farmers' 
organisnti0ns at prPscnt throughout QuPcns~ 
land, and it has onlv be0n bv svstcmatising 
e.nd organising the indnstric's "th~t they have 
been able to accomplish all that has been 

done. The Southern Fruit Growers' Asso
ciation has been able to dispose of its fruit 
in the Southern markets. 

The I'RE:l!IER: We supplied a special trair;. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That association was able 
to arrange a special trainload of fruit to be 
taken right through to Melbourne, and in 
certain directions it was done ·with a mini
mum loss. The fruitgrowers paid the Go· 
vernment for that special train. No man is 
undet' any obligation to this GovernmPnt if 
he is prepared to pa:; the cost, ancl that is 
what that organisation has been able to do. 
The business '''hi eh is promulgated in this 
Bill could ha,ve been carried out by these 
or~ani~ations without the enormous f'xpen
diture which is now anticipated if they could 
obtain a certain amount of financial assist
ance from the Government, to which they are 
entitled as primary produccu. This could 
have been done to very much greater advan
tage by the people who uo interested in the 
Bill being a success. After the first year 
half of the expense of the scheme has to be 
borne by the primary producer. and at the 
prcsPnt time we do not know "·hat the total 
cost is likely to be. The Premier has stat0d 
that a huge system of co-operation. will c'?st 
probably millions of pound,,. I. qmte rea]!se 
that. but that does not matt~r d the results 
achicvf'd arc commcn~urate v.1th the rnon(~:: 
expended. That is all we are out t~ ga~n 

·by co-operation by the mPthod embodwd m 
the Bill now before the Hou""'· ~'\Jlparently 
the Bill is intended to stabili'c prices. I 
take it that is cne of the main objectives 
of the primary producers. They want _to 
receive at all times. and under all cn'
rum~tances and ~onditions, a fair 1·eturn 
for what they produce. There is nothing 
rnorc pathetiC to a produrcr thull. to find, 
aitN having grown produce. that 1t has. to 
gq on n gluttf'd market, and that he recClY(;s 
littlP or nothing for it. ,Just hm\: t?c st.abi
Iication of prices is to be effected 1t IS rather 
difficnlt. to say. but it seems to me that there 
would have t~ be associatccl \Yith it a s.vstem 
of imuranr'? or something o£ that kind .. I 
do not. know what to cnll it. Lot me gryo 
an imtancc. I might have a farm of 100 
Mcres. ami l might grow maize or wheat,. as 
tlw ease ml!V !JP, ana I get rain at the nght 
iiJnc•, ancl I 'gf~t a dcecnt crop. AnothL'T rnan 
a little further away who has 100 acres of 
about equal ya]no may have a ~rop of wheat 
or maize. and it has cost ln!f! th(~ san10. 
amonnt Df mone:v anll energ-y In labour on 
that land, anrl yet th' only receives half the 
crop that I do. It has cost, tha' man ~h" 
snn1c as it has rop,t me, only that I r0rmve 
double tlw crop. That m.on. >vith the; les&el' 
crop. if he has fulfilled all the cond1bons as 
an a~riculturist, and thc;n finCls that nature 
hcs beaton him in the fight. has to lw pro
vide•! for in some w:ty, so that th.e _loss he 
has made in carryin!'" out the achntJes or; 
the farm must be made n]l from eome funct 
pstablishrd in connection w;th a scheme such 
as WC' arc considPring to~night. \Vc are out. 
in a n1casurc such as this, to a~sist the man 
who has clone his utmost and then finds that 
he does not get the return he should have 
got. 

c~noihcr important matter mentioned in 
the Bill is the CJUCstion of tran.sport. _That 
is a very big matter. >tnd, as·oo~ted ':1th 1t 
is the question of good roads. It JS a dJflkult 
matter to transport goods to marl~ot un\ess 
there are decent roads. In t.he frUltgrowmg 

lJlr. Taylor.] 
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areas in particular, the Council of Agricul· 
turo n1ight com:;idor the qnostion of estab
liohing along the roads that lead to the 
nearest rail•":ay station clepi\ts where a man 
who has fruit to send to the ditierent cities 
may deposit it anJ have it picked up by 
motor and carted to the railway station. 
In districts where the fruitgrowers 'cart their 
fruit to the railway •·tation, .vou find prob
ably thirty or forty men carting their fruit 
into the railw a v station, a.nd it takes them 
probably nearly the whole of the day to 
transport the fruit from their orchards to 
the raih ay station, when' lS, if a good system 
of motor transport were inaugurated in those 
di•tricts, with receiving depots on the prin
cipal roa<b, imtead of thos" mcu losing the 
whole of t.he da.•, they coulcl cut their fruit 
to the receiving dcv(Jt a ncl therebv h<t YO a 
!ut of time. · 

One of the successes of the butter factories 
in {,}ntWllsland has boon tlw system ,H]optcd 
b? co-operative factories in tlw collecting of 
ctcam. Instead of evcrv dairv fanner cart
ing- his ercam to the b(-tory. · c fmd cream 
wat,-olls going along tlw various countr.v 
roads picklng up the crcarn ut the roadsidP 
and ddivcring it to tht• fcctor:.·. thereby 
allon·iug the dairy f::u·n!Pl's to ('arry on work 
-011 the farn1. T'hc':l-0 are rnnttC'rS 1.t.hich arc 
worthy of en,ry possible c<msidcration. I am 
anxious to .'.·.cc a Bill which will bl' of lwnefit 
to the prirnary produc0rs just as much as 
any IlH'111he1· of this llotJ;,c, but I do claitn 
that the Bjll \YC arc con~;idcring· now is not 
a Dill which is going to be in tlw interests of 
the primary prodnccr~. or in tlH; interests 
of the people gt•rwrally. \Ye have to con
sickr all seetions of the community. \Ve do 
not want one section tn pl·ospc-r at thP 
• xpen·e of another. All ,,-,ctions of the com· 
rnunity require to be c-onsidf'','Cd in connec
bon \vith a scheme such as thi~. 

Mr. CoLLIKS : If you follow in that strain. 
you will very coon become a Socialist. 

Mr. TA YLOR : I am very pleased that 
rny friend, the hc,n. rnmn bc1· for Bo,vcn, is 
becoming ' real blue-blooded Tory. It has 
taken a good while to work the change in 
him, but it is coming slo•,dy but surelv, and 
hJ "'·ill ~oon be as big r~ Tory a.s any 1ncmber 
in this Chamber. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Cou,J:ss: Don't you lwlicvc that. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. TAYLOR: Anoth<·r matter to be CO!l

~idcred is that, of financing- th<' farn1ers \vit.h 
regard to their crops. 

llilr. COLLIKR: ArP you in Lnnur of the 
Dill, or against it? 

Mr. TAYLOE: The hon. member will 
know Jn due course. (Lang-htcr.) If a 
fanner has a good crop of lucerne or a good 
crop of rnaizQ. and he has it stored on hi~ 
property, by the establis'uncnl of a Rural 
Bank or sonJE~ in-stitution of a sin1ilar nature. 
it ought to be possible fm him to secure an 
advanf'c on that produf'e- until such tinlP as 
h{· wif'hcs to dispoRC' of it. Tht•rr are times 
when it is abmlutcly unproGtable for a man 
t,, sell his produce, nnd. if he wants money 
bodle·· lw is compelled to bk<' tlw ruliug 
rnarkct rate in order to onablc hin1 to carry 
on. 

The PREJ\HER: I-IC' can get an advan<'C' in 
regard to wheat and sugar no-w. 

l\Ir. T "\. YLOR: Y 0s; and eo me of these 
ad-ntnccs should be g-iven at a,s ]o\Y a rate 
of interest a,s it is possiblP tu give, and the 

[Mr-. Taylor. 

advances should not be heds,od ronnel with 
too much red tape. Thu primary producers 
should h'wc all possible consideration in all 
matters appertaining to their interests. 

The Pnnmm : I think you a re secretly in 
favour of this Bill. 

J'vir. 'l'A YLOR : .,VY ell, listen to this ! I 
intend to move as an amendment-That the 
Bill be read this day two months. 

The SECm:TARY FOH RuLWAYS: You wish 
to side-track it. 

l\1r. TAYLOR: I will malce it ono montlr 
if vou like. lf I >Ynntcd to side-track it. I 
wol1ld mOY{~~" That it be read a second time 
this da' twelve months." 

The PRL\IIER: Anv an1cndment at this 
si age if, a dcstnwti '. c, amendment. 

Mr. T.\ YLOR: The Bill wal•ts de'i:roying 
as it s!:onds ,11 the [ll'<'scnt time. If the 
<~rnf'ndmPnt:::\ whjch arc to he proposed in 
Conunittce arc aCI'f:]Jted b,, the Govcrtnnent. 
onl·: the title will be 10ft. The reason for 
pro.pc,,iug· rny a.rnendn1C'nt is this: I claim 
that thl' people who arc .cJircctly intcrcsted 
i 11 thi:') ill('ft~nre hasP not had sufficient tin1.o 
thorough1. to eonsiJer ,:,-hat it really rnutns 
to thf'rn. 1s it rr right and ]WO]Jcr thing 
that an.v district conncil, or nn.v board 
associated with this Dill, dwll have the right 
to impose " line, amonnting to £100, on a.ny 
rnan, imply bccauf.-·'_! h0 ig not carr'\ing out 
thP hche,ts of those w.ho an• eo,tJ"O!ling the 
Council at. t.ho particular ti11w" 1 say it is 
absolutely wrong that snch drastic powers 
should be !2;i-n•n to any outside body apart 
fl'{lD] our ('OUrt.:::. ()n arronnt of that. and 
for other rea.s011s I ha_xc giv('H, I have nntch 
plcrrsurr ju rnoving, by \vay ?f amendment~ 

" That the ,,-01·d ' no,v' be omitted. 
>vith a view to a.dding to the question the 
words ' this day t\VO n1onths.' " 

By that tirrw. I hopc the Government will 
have remodelled or recast it in such a way 
that it will be of the greatest possible benefit 
to the producers of Queensland. 

Mr. KI:\'G (LO(fan) : I desire formally to 
second the amendment. The objections, so 
far as thiM ~idc of tho J-Iouse an"" concerned, 
ba vc becn put forward lu~idly and concisely, 
and it is not ll<:'Ccssary for me to make a 
speech. I do not int.elld to make a speech, 
but the objections are there a"ll the same. 
I ish to emphasise this-that. as the Bill 
contains ptinciples which arc absolutely 
r·epug-na.Ht to the principles of the party of 
\\·hich l am a member. I am g-oing to oppose 
it t•Joth and nail. and. if I rad my way, I 
would throw the Bill ont at OJJCe. 

T!w Pnc,HEB : The hon. member for 
I~urilpa. :.:.pokP in favour of it 

).h. KI::'\G: \Ye are ''hoosing a middle 
courec'. as the hon. mPmber for \Vindsor 

cays. "' that it will give the 
[8 p.:n.J parties illten•st<•d a chance to 

considf'r the pc1f'ition. I say that 
tltc Bill is not likely to be altered in 
prinPiple dm·ing the course of thP debate, 
and CYCll when VV'8 gC't into c~ommittee the 
principles are not going to be altered, so. 
\Yhen wo .:::;eo that we r~rc- not going to get 
au.vthing- approaching· what. we '\Yant. and as 
th Bill is in po,rt against our principles, thP 
honPst th]ng is to vote against it. I second 
the arnendn1ent. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTURE: 
I think I can safelv sav that the countrv 
will agree with me tl;at during the ten year's 
I have been in Parliament I have never seen 
surh a disgusting exhibition as wo have had 
during the last few days Yrith rC'gard to an 
ini]Jortant national mea uro of this- character. 

An 0PPOSITioc-; MEoiBEB: \Vithdra\\ ! 

The SECRETARY FOR _\.GIUCULTL:RE: 
A section of the anti-Labour Press has 
applauded the Premier for once in his Iife
tjUl(' rising above party, and bringing for
\\ard a scheme that would assi3t to place 
agricu1tnro on a sound footing. \Ye ha cl 
hoped to H'e that. condition of things which 
Lord ].Jacaulay speaks about a.s happ0ning 
m the clays of ancient Rome- · 

'' Th('ll none v;as for a party; 
Then all were for the Stale•: 

Then the great man hclvcd the poor. 
~\nd the poor n1a11 loYcd the grc·ai ; 

Then lands wc>m fairly portioned; 
Then spoils were fairlv sold· 

The Romans were like brothel·~ 
In tl1o brave days of old." 

Apparently, it is not 11o~.·iblo for the so
-cal!ed farn1er3' friends to rise ahoYc party and 
assist the pas··agc of a nwasure vvhif'h n1eans 
so much for Queensland. Of course it cannot 
be expected of the National party. I think 
the hon. member for Port Curtis \\as right 
iu hi" indication of his attitude in saying 
that the Country party stood fm the country 
ctnd the National party for the city interests. 
That is the natural lino of cleavage; other
wise it is rlif!icult to understand \Yhy there 
should be two parties. It cannot be e:Xpectod 
that middlemen-men who profit bv the 
fa.rmer, and who build up great we' ith by 
the efforts of the farmer, should >velcome a 
measure of this kind. I did not expcd that 
the Nationalist party would support it, but 
[ certainly did expect that tlw lead0r of the 
Counlrv party would rise to tlw plane of thP 
hon. member for l\1urilla, who said that this 
n1ca··uro Wf>3 a good thing for the country, 
and he \vould support it. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would point 
Dut to tho hon. gentleman that if h0 replic; 
to the d0batc which has taken place, he 
will not then have the right to reply. He 
mav clc'al with tho amendment without for
feiting his rig·ht to reply. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTGRE: 
I do not wish to take un time. The on!·/ 
thing I ,,-ish to say is that I think I ouglit 
to have the same general latitude which I 
think you, Sir, wisely ga.-e to hon. member' 
-or, both sides. 

'I11e SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman may 
·peak to the amendment, and, later on, reply 
to the deb>tte geoerall.'·; but, if he replies 
to the criticism which has taken place this 
afternoon, he will forfeit his right of reply 
after the amendment has been disposed of. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTGRE: 
I am going to deal with tho whole question 
bdore I sit down. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I am afraid 
that. if the hon. gentleman deals with the 
whole que;tion now. it will debar other 
hon. members from speaking. 

Mr. KEHR: I do not see why the whole 
thing- should not be postponed for •two 
months. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGD.TURE: 
I will confine my remarks to the amend
ment. I think the country will be able to 
appraise the general attitude of the leader 
of the ~ ationalist party in attempting to 
delay this important measure for two 
nronths. The provisional Council ot Agri
culture is rnccting to-nlorro\v, ard it has 
been the wish of the Government, and !he 
expressed \vish of hon. rnembcr.s who :;p-Jko on 
the other side, that the election of the per
rnancnt Council should take place as earl.v 
as l"'ssible. That is also my desire. I have 
no doubt that the House will defeat the 
amendment and that tho Bill \Yiil be gone 
on with. \Ye see the attitudt> of thB 
1\ationalist party towards anything that 
n1akr"" for the .a::;sistancc of the prin1ary 
producers. 

l\Ir. KERB: \Vhat has that got to do with 
the amendment? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 
It. has this much to do with the amendment
that the party rr:oving the amendment have 
no de3irc to do ,'1.nything for the prirnary 
producers, nor can it be expected that tbey 
should. because they are dominated, as the 
hon. n1enrbcr for Pittsworth said on one 
OC('asion, by trusts, coinbjn()~~. and middle
rnC'n .. 1-,_hc amendrncnt itself is nloYrd by a 
cmnm1ssron agent. 

:\lr. G. I'. BARKES interjcctXl. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUC'CLTURE: 
Th0 hon. mcn1ber who interjt'ds is very 
core about the \Vheat Pool Act. 

:\Ir. G. P. B.\RNES: J\;ot a bit. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 
Ile called on rnc sorne tirno ago, protesting 
ag-ainst the \Vheat Pool. which protects the 
fanners, and he wanted n1e to exercise my 
powers under the Act to reduce the price 
of wl1eat. He is going to stand by the 
genera I attitude of the hon. member for 
Bulimba wheo it comes to a question of 
middlemen. If this measure is placed on the 
statute-book, it will, in my opinion, do rnore 
to bring the producer and consumer together 
than anything else which has ever been 
attempted in Queensland, and it will 
naturallv cut out middlemen. It is not sur
prising- ~that a comnrission agent moves an 
amendment to hang up the Bill for two 
months, and that a city lawyer seconds it. 

Mr. KIKG: He is not afraid to express 
himself, at any rate. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Of course, as the Premier points out, this 
amendment will delay the pa ,sage of the 
Bill. 

Mr. KEBR: I\o; it will give the people a 
chance of reading th<l Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE:: 
'l'ne Bill is most urgent, and, as has been 
indicated, the Government desire to have it 
placed on the statute-book as early as 
possible. in order that an election may t.ake 
plaee, and that the permanent Council of 
AgTiculturo may disphtce the provisional 
Council which has been appointed, to c,omc> 
extent, by the GoYernor in Council. If the 
h0n. member for Kurilpa wer0 sincere when 
h•· said that his party would support this 
Ineasure--

Mr. FRY: The introduction of it. Do not 
put words into my mouth which I did not 
use. 

Hon. W. X. Gillirs.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: 
I can onl v assume that the cornmrssron 
agents-a cla,.g of indiYiduals ¥·ho live by 
the primary producer-have had a meeting, 
and decided that, in order to spar for time, 
the only thing to do was to mm o an amend
ment to delay tlie passage of the Bill. I 
am not going to say any more just now than 
to express my regret that these tactics haye 
boon adopted. It has been said time and 
again, and I think we all agree, that agri
culture is the most important industry, and 
that we all depend on the progress and 
success of agriculture in this State. \Vhethcr 
"\YO are a highl~' C'iYilised or a lJarbarian 
communitv. our first nocessitv is food. That 
being so.·· ·we should have 'some gratitude 
towards the man who is producing food. and 
that is the reason for placing· tho n1oasuro 
on the statute-book as early as possible. 
It will be interesting to seA how some hon. 
members who claim to be the friends of tlw 
farmers will yote when a division is taken. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalb11) : It is not my 
intention to support this amendment. 

A GOVERO<::I!ENT l'viE~IBER: 
come over here ! 

Hear, hear~ 

Mr. VOWLES: I will be over there later 
on. This scheme is necessary to assist the 
farmer at the present time to got him out 
of his present difficulties. 'The Government 
have brought forward a Bill which we do not 
approve of in its entirety. There are some 
good things in it, and probably we will 
agree with them to a certain extent. We 
have foreshadowed what our intentions are, 
and that is to moYe certain amendments. \Ve 
propose to accept the Bill on its second read
ing, and then, when it gm•3 through the 
Committee stage, if it is to our liking, we 
will support it. If it is not to our liking, 
we will take what action we think is neces
sary at the time. Personally, I think it is 
a mi,,take to defeat the Bill on the second 
reading. vYe should let it get to the Com
mittee stag·e, and then we shall know exactly 
where we are. If the Government are not 
prepared to listen to reason. then I am pre
rared to vote against the third reading, or 
t,o submit an amendment similar to that 
moved· by the leader of the :'-; ationalist party, 
and have the matter referred to a referendum 
so that we can get the opinion of the 
farmfn·s thomseh·cs. 'That is the attitude 
which I take up for the present. We intend 
to support the second reading. and then, if 
there is businecs in it and no politics from a 
Government point of view. we will support 
it. The Bill may be wrecked, or it may go 
through by the Government's majority of 
one. Anyhow, we shoul.d give it. the con
sideration to which it is entitled. and. if the 
Government will not assist us to make it a 
really good Bill, they must take the 
responsibility. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillaooc): The hon. member in moving his 
amendment-"That the s cond noading of the 
Bill be postponed for two months"-is moving 
a purely destructive amendment, and it can
not be regarded by the Government in al,).y 
other way. If that amendment were carried, 
it 1vould mean the destruction of the Bill. 
\Ye know that this is an important measure, 
and it has been debated as such this session; 
so, when the hon. member moves an amend
ment such as this, I am going to let the 

[Hon. lV. N. Gillies. 

House know the real effect of the amend~ 
ment. "May's Parliamentary Practice" 
deals ,.·ith the practice of mm·ing amend
ments a.t the second reading stage of a Bill. 
It says at page 357 of the 12th edition-

" The ordinarY practice is to move an 
amendment to the quc<:tion, by leavi12g 
out the word ' Xow ' and adding the 
words 'three months,' 'six months.' or 
anv other term bo:;ond the probable 
dui·ation of the session. The postpone
ment of <~ Bill in this manor is 
regarded as the most courteous method 
of dismissing the Bill from further con
sideration. as the House has already 
ordered that the Bill should be read a 
second time ; and the amendment. instead 
of reversing that order, merely appoints 
a more distant dav for the second read
ing. The acceptanc<' by the House of 
such an amendment being tantamount to 
the rejection of the Bill. if the session 
ext<'nds beyond the period of postpone
ment a Bill which lL•s bc<:'n ordered to 
be read a second time upon that day 
' three months.' is not replaced upon the 
nohce paper of the House." 

::\'ow the hon. rrwmlwr will sef' the effect of 
his arnendmPnt. No doubt it was fully 
intended to deal with it in that way. Pro
bably the Nationalist nartv wished to attempt 
to p'revent it passing: The hon. member is 
quite within his rights in moving the amend
ment, but the effect of it. if carried, will 
mean the destruction oi the Bill, because. 
if it is postponed for two months, it will 
prevent Parliament from dc11ling with it 
during the se~;:;ion. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: \Vill the session be over 
in two months? 

The PREMIER : I do not know-probably 
not. There is a large amount of business to 
deal with yet. Probably it will not be over 
in t,, o months, hut I have shown from 
" l'v1av's Parliamentary Practice" what the 
Pffect" of the amendn~cnt will be if it is 
carried. Probably the amendment may be 
taken as an expression of the intentions of 
the :'-;ationalist party. Perhaps that party 
does not want the Bill to be gone on with. 

Mr. G. P. BARO<ES: Until the people know 
something about it. 

Tho PREMIER : It is no use trying to 
burke the question in that way. I take it 
that the hon. member who has moved the 
amendment realises his responsibility in 
taking such a course. Perhaps he is doing 
all he can do to prm-ent the Government 
from going on with this legislation. At any 
rate. that is the effect of the amendment. 
Of course the hon. member has a perfect 
right to take up that attitude. I think it 
was the seconder of the amendment who 
said that he would Yote for the entire dis
missal of the Bill. 

Mr. Kr;-;;G: I did say that. 

The PRKi\HER : Therefore, the attitude 
of the ::'\ ationalist varty is quite clearly 
defined. 

Mr. KrO<G: I spoke for myself. 

The PREMIER : I do not want to make 
eny complaint of the attitude members of 
the Nationalist party have taken up. They 
are masters of thoir ovvn actions on questions 
of this kind. It is a g-ood thing that the 
atmosphere regarding this matter has been 
cleared, and we know where 've stand in 
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n>g~rd to th.e respective attitudes of the 
Yanous partws of the Assembly. This 
measure has boon brought forward by the 
(jovcrnment to assist the farmers to organise 
themsol ves. The question has been discussed 
on a great rr1any occasions, and the inten
tions of the Government are well known in 
regard to this Bill. I do not desire to deal 
·with the 1nattcr at this stage, for. in rny 
opinion, the GoYernn1ent's actions haYe 
;dready been put forward in a bona fide way 
in the policy submitted this session. It was 
1 •Ut forward by noe in the speech which I 
de.livered at Laidloy from which the leader 
of the Nationalist party so freely quoted. I 
never indicated in my speech at Laidley 
that it "as a non-party speech. I was there 
,~ the head of the Labour party speaking to 

the iarmers, and I told them that I was pre
')lared to assist the farmers to organise them
seh·es on non-party lines. I pointed out to 
·!he farmerfl. at LaldlPy during In.:\· speech 
that the Labour party was sympathetic 
towards the primary producers. and we were 
; >reparod to aHist tl.em. I did not take up 
the attitude that it was a vurely non-party 
.,peech at all. That would be a ridiculous 
attitude for me to assume. I said that, if 
the farmers ohowed some indication that thev 
desired to organise on the line:, which I laid 
do\vn, or on sorncwhat Firnila r lines, then I 
was prepared to come to thoir a.,sistance in 
rt>gard to organising, froe from party lines, 
and freP from any party entanglements what
l'Ver. \Vhat I claim is that the Bill will 
f'na bk the farmers to form a non-party 
organisation-a farmer-controlled organisa
tion. Practically the whole gist of the 
]Wochr•s against the Bill has been based on 

the 'lli'Jronreption that it is not a farmer
controlled Bill. 

1\lr. VowLBR: It is a "controlled farmers' 
.(on trolled Bill." 

Tlw PREMIER : \Ye can well understand 
·that any measure brought forward by any 
Government, which may be introduced with 
the purest of motives. can be criticised in a 
carping way by those willing to do so. I 
·ay that this Bill has been brought forward 
in the intert•3ts of the farmers after con
'tdtation with the farming interests outside 
Parliament. 

:\fr. CoRSER: Is that correct? 

The PREMIER: Yes, it is correct. 'l'he 
:--rhemP of oro:ani~ation \·us cnH:;ldon'd e.t 
it nun1 Lcr o( roprPsPntatiyp 1nectings of 
frt rmers. I do not say that every detail of 
the Bill ,.·as considered, because that was 
impos·iblo: but the organisation was advo
cated and launched as a result of the various 
conferences of dairymen and others intere-:ted 
in primary industr:;·, such as the South 
Queensland Fruit Growers' Association, and 
the reprc"entatives of the United Cane 
Urowcrs' Association, and the AustraUan 
Sugar Producers' Association. \Ye had con
ferences with such farmers' organisations, 
when the broad outline of the scheme was 
adopted. The objects set forth in this Bill 
were the objects agreed to. The proposed 
Council of Agriculture was agreed to, and 
all th0so various associations were agreed to. 
Thc provisional ( 10Uncil -was agreed t-0, and 
it i8 no-v\- in being. Tbe provisional Couneil 
has hold several meetings, and is going 
ahead with its work. To mv mind, there 
can be no allegation that th.e Government 
has any sinister purpose to s<>n-e. or that 
·there is any hidden motive in this Bill. 

All this clap-trap about the Government 
using the Bill as a means for gulling the 
farmer seems to me to be so much reflection 
on the farmers tlwmselves. The leader of 
the Nationalist party does not seem to under
stand that the Government is not to be 
represented on the local producers' associa
tions, and that it is not to be represented 
on the district councils. The Govorn.nent is 
only to be represented on the Council of 
.\gri<·ulture. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is the final authority. 

The PREMIER : It may be the final 
anthority. 

Mr. VowLES: It is the chief anthority. 
The PREMIER: Thero are twenh·-five 

1nc:'llbPrs ·provided for the rcntral { 'ouuZjl in 
the scheme, and the Gm·crnment has the 
right to nominate five. If the Government 
exPrciscs its right it \vill have as repre
sentatives four experts, who arc at present in 
charge of various .departments in the Govern
lnent scrYice. 'fhev are considered to be 
men who will be u'seful on the Council of 
Agriculture. They are not men who are 
likely to be manipulated politically b 0• the 
Minister or anyone else'. The four Govern
ment r<'presontatives will probably be the 
Commissioner for Railway" (l.Ir. J. \V. 
Davi·dson), the General :\Ianager of Sugar 
.:VIills 11\lr. W. J. J. Short), the Public 
Service CorrnnisFionflr (::\Ir. J. D. Story), and 
the Director of Agriculture (:VIr. ·u. C. 
Quodling-). I do not know if any one of those 
four gentlemen has any political connection 
with thP Government or the Labour party. 
I do not know what th0ir politic; are. 
because they are never inquired into, and 1 
am quite sure that not one of those gentle
men would lend himself to any >-chem" 0f 
manipulating the Council for, a politic<1l 
purpose. 

GOYER!OTENT MDIBERb: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: If that is· acknowledged 

-and surely one must have faith in gentle
men occupying such positions-vvc ran ca"t 
aside an:v suggestion of a political aspect 
in connection with the Council of Agriculture. 
In any case, the:v could only exercise any 
sinister influence if thPy were in a majority, 
and the farmers themselves will alwa vs be in 
a majority. It i··· true that an hon. 'member 
on the other side pointed out the fantastic 
nossibilit .. of a bare qnornm of six mcn1bcrs, 
five of whom n1ight be Governn1cnt nomino0s, 
in which case the Government nomirwes 
would b<> in the majority. If there is 1m3· 
suggestion that a. danger of that kind can 
operata-and I eannot conceive of it, because 
it is not likely that only one representative 
of the farmers out of twenty will attend at 
any meeting-the provision can be amended. 
The Government is perfectly willing to safe
guard against any fantastic possibility of that 
kind. It only shows what ch·ange arguments 
hon. members have had to re,,ort to in their 
poYerty of criticism of the Bill when they 
have to introduce as an argument an almost 
inconcniYable possibility. 

Mr. VoWLES interjected. 

The PRE:viiER: That would assume that 
the full number of GoYernment nominees 
would be there, and that they would be there, 
too, for the purpose of carrying- out "ome 
ulterior motive on the part of the Go,·ern
ment. I think hon. members should haYe 
more trust in the Government than that 
The only man with any political complexion 

Ilon. E. G. Theoclore.] 
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c,n the Couneil will be the Secretary for 
Agriculture for the time being. whoever ho 
may be. Hon. members oppo•ite have 
attp1nptcd to suggest that one man out of 
twenty-five rna_y impo'c his political views 
upon the Connril. Tlwre is no danger of 
that, because, no matter what Government 
mav be in office, the Government would 
des'ire to keep in tou~h with the Council, 
b~causc it must act in co-operation with the 
Council if full dff'ct i~ go1ng to be giY0D to 
the rncasurP; and it is only in hiF:i capacity 
as JVIinit-itcr that the Secretary {or Ap;ricnlturc 
will take anv active part in the proceedings. 
To n1v n1in,~l, no po~siblc danger can arisr, 
horn that. I ask the h•ader of the Opposi
tion \~:hcther he can show that any irnpnrtial 
ob_pn·cr studvlng this F:chcn1" can come to 
an'C other er;nclusion than that the whole 
orc;·anisation is a farn1cr-controllcd organisa
il(~-1. The local proclucrr: as·_ociations, the 
district councils. and the Council of Agricul
ture a1·e PcH:h , of them controlled by the 
L rmero-bv direct Yote of the farmers-and, 
that being "se, where corrlL'~ in the danger? 

2\ir. ELPHI:\STO:\E: That is a matter for 
the- Cornn1ittce stage. 

The 1'RE::VIIER: I ·''V that hon. members 
can puss judgnwut on tl1nt now. The leader 
of thP Nationalist nart>" hn, . ..::. solnl) l xira
orclinar-; su,nicion that 'tll" dirpctor to be 
appoiut;,d will be soml! politician or organiser 
of the Labour party. 

T\fr. T.iYLOR: I did not say that. 

The l'l1K\TTER: Some hem_ mPmbcr s~id 
it_ \Yas it !lw hon. rneruber [or Bulimba 1 

lion. \Y. 11. B.\R1';ES: Y cu arc fi~hing. 

The PRE:\TIER: ~H rate, tho hon. 
lll( 'HbC'r fo1· 13ulirnba the ;::tat<:.'IrlE:mt. 
\Vi1y did lw rcrnain ~-_,jlc~.t v.-hcn I n1aclf' the 
rni~tflkc '! Tlll' hon. nll'IHbt·r rnnst ha Ye 
kno\Yll thnt there wn nothing in that, 
bc-cau::-;e he _j" \\·ide awake enough to know 
tl1at rq111lic tbnns for the po~ition have 
already been <"a1lel1 ancl clo· .'d, Lhnt to-
nlOlTO\\ the Con11 il a1e 111c1k111g ~e1ec-
tioH. and, HS the s~cl'Pt:ll ~,· for "\ P'riculturc 
hirn:-, if n:nnounced in thi::; Charnb-'r, there 
are ~{'Y~_,nty~ho:o U.llplicallL..,. 

;:vir. KERn: \Yhat right han' they to crrra
nisc bC'forc th-• Bill i, prrs c-d '? Thuro is the 
political taint--the organi; at ion. 

The PHJ~:.\TIER : Th{_'l'C 1vas sufficient 
justification for the Government to rnoYn in 
that waY. bPcause it wa:5 stated that the con~ 
ditions uof the agricultural 1ndustr)· are so 
parions. not only because of lack uf org.~lnisa
tlon, but. aL;;o hcraust~ of tlc.:htal di.:-or_u;anisa
tion, that the Government \Yus urged to 
move to put it on a proper footing with
out do la v. \Vhen I made nw sncech >Lt Laid
lev I \Y~s accu~cd bv rcpn:serltatiYe, of the 
Kationalist party. as well as l1y other poli
tician., of cnunciatiug a catch c•ry--8 n elcc~ 
tionecring policy~wjthout any iHtPntion of 
putting- it lnto effect. \Ve have shown our 
bona fides bv putting it into operation even 
'vithout waiting for p::nlianputary sanction, 
and no·x the objection is that we; nre gning 
too fa ·t. \Ye are not accuecd of postponinG 
it until th2 eve of an elc<:t1on; we are 
charged with moving too rapidly; ancl ~h.e 
Don. member for Windsor co'nes along \Vlth 

his motion to destrov tho Bill altogether. I 
have no hesitation i1i saying that the amend
ment will he defeated. because I believe that 
sufficient rnc,mhers of the Country party 

[Hon. E. G. ThcorloTe. 

realise the destructive nature of the amend
ment, and will vote for tlw BilL I can 
l1ssure them that the Government is actin~ 
honestly and in good faith. and it hone~ 
b get the Bill on tho statute-book with~ut 
much more delay. 

GOYERNoiENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Wanrick) : Speakin~ 
to the amendment, I would lik~ to , av that 
tho interpretation put upon the act!{m of 
the Kationalist party is cn!irC'iy wrong. The 
real and only object is that the people rr1ost 
concerned-actuallv the whole of the people 
of. the State aroo conrernPd, nlthm;gh the 
prnnary producer is ronr{TllC'd in particnlr~1· 
bccansP he is ha Yi:ng fnistt-'d npon hi1n Bili 
containing all kinds of conditions an<l penal
tics-the people most concerned should have 
an opportunit:.- of making tlwmsclvc, thor
oughl:v cognisant with the nH'asnl'0 before it 
becomes law. I question \\ hethr'r the pc-opk 
on the land arc at all a\varc that the Bill 
will link up the whole of the indu:"tric ol 
this State. ilnd that. whcthc'l' tlwv liku it or 
dislike it. they arc to live under it.' The JWOp]e 
l'Pquirc enlivhtPning before the Bjl] passcr,.;, 
particular};.~ \Yith regnrrl to tlw f''bt that is 
to b0 incnrrccl jn counection v. id1 thi-, Yital 
UlldCttaking. rrbc \YboJe of t h0 1 ndu.':'tri~~ 
are to be manipulated by one Council. 

The SPEAKER: Tlw hon. •ncmbl'r has 
spoken to tho n1ain question. I-fe 1nust con
fine himself now to tho amendment. 

M>·. G_ P. 13.-\Rc\RS: I ha,-e m'· said one 
\\onl (''\:C<'!lt a . .::. a l'\:'t'l>10n \vhv the two Inonth;-:;~ 
rlc ]a:v :.ho~dd be gTnnted. 'r ~a:/ tlH' TH:Oplr-
Hl'{-' ignoi'ai~L for th1ng, ol' the 2'l'PLLt 

C'r)st hich is -d. I iintl that the 
ndmini_.tration of the "\\-\tat po-:1l fnr ~ix 

llp to ,J nnc of la~t yca:r. d0ductjng 
anJ :-hipplng l'XP<'n~f' e:o t £~4.605. 

ha·• to clo with CJW onh-. and 
know cf pr1 .. t.Jry p1·-odur"rs a1·~, Yery 

conc"'fll( d as to what il-:i~ nH':l' nrr i~ io cost. 
I know of Ollt' in·.t:!lH'(' in thP adn1ini~~tra
Foll ol" thl' wl-wut- pool-tlwrc Jna>; have 
been more-\' hr·re a ''· otll<l n f;:~ iled to com
mun1{1-tP i"o tlw hoanl 1-ht) fact that shr• 
p< ·~r":-;Ld '"'ix. h:l!!,, of "-h<'nt. The vvh( at wa;-; 
hnn<krl t(J !'I nc!gf':bour, but the bO'u·d cven
htall_v g-ot wind of it. and 'ent a letter
v.:hich ~nay "{JHIC' day aplWill' in priu1--inti
P1Hting- that uuless clw did c -rtain things 
-' )w y,--oulrl be fine cl £50. Tl!C'rC' i a cas0 
w11f'l'P a \Yido\Y won1a11 was thrPatPned with 
n fu'f' nf £EO nlldC'r nnotl1e1' 111('asur~ I.:: 
tl1i-' rig-ht? Bcfort' the Jleoplc• l•aY'' imposed 
en thPrn an Act f;-1 kinr:r out of t hn1 r hand~ 
the g-o\·ermnent of thci'r own inrln~tr.·:. is it 
11nt a fc1lr thing that t lwy ~houlc1 ha ·,-r- an 
opportunit:v to give the 1natter c arcful 
thoug-ht? 

\Ye fail lo reolis,' what this propc,al meanc 
to our vnrious indu~tric~.. Th0 ag-rirultnral 
crop la;;t year was worth no l(.'s'-i than 
£10 386 233: the meat e·q10rted was Yalued 
ut £2.957.lfi8; hides and skinR at £4'>8,874: 
v_·ool at £8.371,560; or a total of OVN 

£22.000.0uO. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

:\Ir. G. I'. BARXES: The \Yhole of this 
business mrty g"t into the hands of a com

paratively small number of men 
[8.30 p.m.] who cannot bD in direct sympathy 

or direct touch with. or have a 
full knowledge of, the business they arc g-oing 
to controL I think this House will be doing 



Primary Producer8' [l\J JULY.] Organisat"ion Bill. 

\"isely in allDwing peDple to bo informed 
of tho conditions of the Bill, otherwise we 
shall bo foisting on them somet,hing which 
is going to be a very H'rious charge. There 
is another argument: Is it possible that the 
Government, in bringing this Bill forward, 
have in view the fact that some Df their 
enterprisrc connected with primary produc
tion have been a signal loss? The State 
stations rn<-•an a desperate lo~>3, 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber ts not dealing with the amendment. 

Mr. G. P. BAR2'\ES: Is there to be a 
transfer to the primary producer of the 
burden of the cost that has be~n incurred in 
working enterprise'• like the st:ttion pro
pertit>s? No doubt the temptation to transfer 
that burden will bo very great. If one 
pri1nary producing cnt.0rprise goes to the 
wall, the whole of them go, induding 
the stat,ion enterprisc. I think the Premier 
would dD woll to accept the reasonable pro
posal made, to allm1 time in order that the 
people on the land shall have an opportunity 
of giving consideratiou to this matter and 
deciding upon it. 

Tlfr. FRY (Kurilzm): I want to say at the 
outset that tho Kationali~t party arc n1ore 
friendly to;,.vards the fannl'r, ) he pri1nary 
producer, than nrc the GoYcnnn nt. Because 
of our friendship towarcls him, we think that 
it is advi,ablc that the Bill should be held 
for fnrthC'r consideration. Tht~rc is no closirc 
on the part of any member of the l\ationalist 
part,· to kill a Bill that is ~oing to be for 
t,he bc:Jc!tt of the man ':ho ruakes his living 
from the soil. When I spoke on the intro
duction of this mea ure it ha{~ not corne 
before tho liou~-:e and \YC did not knov: its 
contents. All we haLl w:..< rho tiHc of the 
Bill and the cxvlanat.ion or the rncrtsuro 'iYCll 
by the Sccret.ary for _\griculturc. Bt:~iCvjng 
that t.he G''VPrninPnt -were going to bring into 
op Tation <1 Bill vvhich would co1nmend itself 
to all parLiPs in tlw Ilou,c', ~very memLcr in 
the fiotE;o Yot.ed for its introduction, shovving 
their bona fides and their expectancy. The 
introUuciory stages gave pron'lise of a 
good, honest ly-con,;tructed Bill. I believed 
that t!w Bill was going to be all that it was 
said to be, and I said this-

" It cannot, therefore, bo rcasonabjy 
expected that the X;ll,ionalist pe1rt;· will 
ofi't~e any serious objection to the lnt ro
.duction of this :rnf•asurP, and for that 
reason w·o wlll givo it all the a'-sist.anco 
we possibly can." 

(GovPrnment laughter.) 

Tlfr. KIRWAX: Now you are going to 
strangle it. 

Mr. FRY: I said fttl'th ,r-
" I, for one, am happy to sec that the 

Government have wo,kcncd to theit· cluti"s 
to the cominunit.v even at tlw oloYOllth 
hour. and haYe i~troducod a Bill which 
is going to mal< o lor the betterment of 
the man on the land, ancl g<merrtlly for 
the happiue,s of thr' [H'oplo and the 
reduction Df unemploc·ment." 

I still hold that, for seven years, the man 
on the land has been exploited bv the Govern
ment: ancl that it Was an eleYenth-hour, 
dC'ath-bcd repentance which prompted the 
Government to bring this in. They have 
realised that they have lost the support of the 
industrial workers: that the workers througll
Dut Queensland have turned them down and 

hayo no confidence in them: and, in order 
to save thems,clves from political death they 
ha ye gTaspcd this rnoasurt:' and are now 
pleading with the farmers. I ctm quite with 
tho Prcrnier in be]jov.ing that everything that 
has bccu said has an alluring fraturc; but 
tlw contents of the Bill prove whether it is 
going to bo what it was expected to be. We 
know very well that there are people who 
adYOl'tisc that th"y are selling probably 
fresh c~gs; l1ut, when the shell is broken, 
th:'sc eggs stinl;: very barlly. This is one of 
those n1casures which resemble, in so1ne way, 
cntain hen fruit. Vv' o wore told that the 
organiser.:; vvho wcro sPnt out had a copy of 
the Dill. What does that imply 1 It implies 
that thoro shall bo no arncndmcnt; because 
the organisOl's have been instructed on the 
contL'nts of the Bill. Parliament know 
nothing about the cam 'llts of the Bill; we 
\V('rt~ llOt given any infonnation before it 
was introducc·d; but tho orgnn.iscrs were 
('ngagr:d and sent broarl.cast to tell the farmers 
what tho Bill contained. If the Pr,cmicr 
\vcrc in oppo;::.ition, vvould he not ~.a:T that 
the Government had done a wrong thing in 
not baying co1nc fir''-t to Parlinn1cnt ~.yith Ul8 
Bill? \Yould he not also s<tv th>tt it would 
naturallv load to the conclusi'on that the Bill 
was not 'to bo amondc{I in an,' way vvhat,cvcr? 

The PRE~\!IER: You arc doing a political 
jnggling act on this business. 

i\lt-. FRY: I am not: I am doing the 
f'h:night act. Everything went all right in 
t lu' Chamber until we !ward the speech from 
the hon. member for ToowoDfnba. Up to 
that point I thought everything was all right. 
I had not r all0 studied the llill V<'l'Y closely 
until tlwn. 

Mr. KmwAc;: \Vhy attack a man on his 
wedding day? (Laughter.) 

:\h. FRY: I am not rospon"ible for this 
bning the wedding day of the hon. member 
for Toowoomba. (LaughtN.) 'l'ho hon. 
meml>cl' for 'l'oowooml>a told ns that this was 
the first ~·top tovvards organising the' O.R.U. ~ 
that this was the first step towards accom
plishing tho now objective of socialising pro
{'luctiou. The debate fron1 that point took 
a ratJJor changed course. Quotino· from the 
official documents, I hayc previou,;Jy told the 
Chamber that the princip:0s of the O.B.U. 
are again,t co-operation. Whilst it mav be 
argued by the l'remi?r that this is eo-opera
iron, 'Y'C must cons1der the CJrcumsta.nces 
which surround it. If the principle Df this 
Bill is the embodiment d the objectiv,c of 
the O.B. U., then we have to consider it from 
that shndpoint. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not prDpDse 
to allow the hon. member to continue Dn 
tho,,c line,"· 

Mr. FRY: I wDuld like to hear the 
Prcmir'i' acsure the Hcm,e that tho Bill will 
not be carried in its prc,ont form, and that 
the Government will accept anv amendments 
for it~ irr1provc-ment. I am not~ going to cast 
any reflection on any Governn1ent appointees 
tn the council, foi' I hope that those men will 
carry out their dutic•; faithfully. 

Tlw PRE~IIER: YDu are simply Dbstructing 
the Bill. 

l\Ir. FRY: No. Government servants are 
always under the control of the Government. 

At 8.40 p.m., 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move-

,, That the question be now put." 

Mr. Fry.] 
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Question-That tho que,tion be now put 
(,ltr. Theodore's rnotirm)-put; and the House 
divided:-

Mr. Barber 
, Bu1cock 

Collins 
Oonroy 
Coopl'l', F. :\. 
Cooper, \V. 
Coyne 
Da>h 
Dunstan 
b~errick~ 

Foley 
Forcle 
Gilday 
Hartlev 
Gillies' 
Huxham 
.Tones, A .. T. 

1'ellen: Mr. F. 

1I r. ,\ ppel 
, Barncs, G. P. 

Barnt'S. \V. H. 
, Br lJ bington 

Bell 
Brand 
Uattermnll 

,, Clayton 
Corser 

, Costrllo 
.. De~con 

Eft wards 
, Elphinstone 
, Flctcher 

AYEs, 34. 
jlr. Kirwan 

Land 
J .. an·omhe 

.. ~1 cConmwk 
,, 1.1ullrn 
.. Payne 

" i:~ftoerk 
Hionlan 
Hvan 
~~~lith 

., :-:topfonl 
T1wodore 
\Yrit· 

,. \Yellinp:ton 
\Yi1'-'on 

,. \Yinstanl('y 
--'-L Cooper and .llr. Forde. 

~OES, 30. 
:\1r. GrePn 

.r ones 
Kt> IT 

, King 
Loo·an 

" J.la~gregor 
MaxwE'll 
J1on .. ntn 
Xoti 
Holwrts .. T. H. C. 
Holwrts T. H. 
~W::tVU('' 
T~~ y for 
Vo\vll 

, Fry 
Teller-': 

R<'wlved in 

,, \rarrcn 
Mr. Fry ancl }tr. Kerr. 

the af!irmativc. 

Question-That the vvord [Jroposed to be 
omitted (l11r. Taylor's umcnrlment)-staml 
part of the question-put; and tho Hous< 
divided:-

AYES, .14. 

Mr. Barber Mr. Huxham 
, Bebbington ,. ,Jams, .\ .. T. 

Bell .1 ones 
Brand Kirwan 

1 , J~ulcock Lurul 
Cattermull f ... arcomhr 

" 2~11~~0:1 " ~1°c~fo~·m;tc·k 
Conrov ,, jJ organ 

, Coopei-, F. A. 1-lnllan 
,, Cooper, \V. ~ott 

Corscr ra Yll(' 
., Costc·llo " re;lSC' 
~. Coyne , Pollock 

Dash Hiordan 
Deacon Holwrts, .T. H. C. 
Dunstan , , H yan 
Edwards Smith 

, Elphinstone , Stopforll 
Ferricks , , fhvayne 

, , Fletcher Throclore 
Folev Vow lt'~ 
Forde \Varrcn 

, Gilday \V C'ir 
Gillies , \\~ f'llington 
Green \Vilson 

, Hartley ,. \Vi ustanlry 
Tellers: Mr. F. A. CoopPr and 2\ir. Fordc. 

Mr. Barncs. G. P. 
,. Barncs, W. H. 
, Fry 

Kerr 
,, King 

No1·:s, 9. 
:Mr. Jlacg1·e~or 

, IVIaxwf'll 
,. Hoberts, T. H. 
, Taylor 

'Tellers: Mr. Fry and )Jr. Kcrr. 
Re~olved in the aflirrnatin•. 

Mr. SIZER IT,m1luh): I have paid par· 
ticular attention to the speeches that haYe 
been -dcliYored by members on the other side 
of the House, and I haYe been actuate-d 
rig-ht throug-h the ·debate with a desire to do 
what I consider a reasonable thing and a fair 

[ JJ r. Sizcr. 

thing in the int0r8sts of the State generaily. 
I can see in the Bill certain elements o; ;, 

·very cl oYer political rnano0uYro which will 
undoubtedly help the Qoycrnment very con
siderably in the n0ar future. It will pro
bably bo c"llt'd " The Thoodore Government 
Sli!Y"ation Bill." I bolieYC it is introduced 
entirely for electioneering purpose:", and I 
am one of those who arc not prepared silently 
1o a1lo,,. the far1ning conununity to bP 
n1islc.d by a schornc such as thi::;, just because 
tl1o farming cornnrunity is anxious for some 
organi··ation. If I could expunge frorn my 
mind the past record {lf the Govommnnt
tl,eir affinity for nationalisation and sorialisa
tion-prolmbly I might feel in a different 
frame of mind so far aP the Eill is concerne-d. 
The point I am somewhat afraid of. and what 
the farminv comnutnity ought to be• aware 
of 'dwn accepting the principle of this Bill, 
i~, that they 1nay find thcmsPlYcs in the very 
near futuro asked to accept the principle of 
nationalisation in other din'ctions_ 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem· 
ber is reiterating argutnents already used a 
clozt•n times during the d0hate on the second 
reading of this Bill. I hope he will not 
continue on those lines. 

2\Ir. STZEll: The Dill is so closely allied 
to the Goverrnueut's pohcy of sociu'li:Sation 
that 1 ean onlv come to thP conclu,ion that. 
onct' the farn1lng con1tnunity have acrC'pted 
the principle, they will be called upon in the 
ver,v near future to ac<:>cpt a sin1ilar 1ncasure 
'o far as the industrial workers of thP State 
arc concerned. l'"'or that reason I v-ic\v the 
Bill with .a good deal of ~:;;us})irion, and cer
tain]v unless it is v-erv nuth•ria1lv altered in 
tlw {;ommittoe stage, 'I shall hav'c no hcsita
hDn in votiilg· again;:;t it on the third reading. 
J certain!~, am prepared to assi>t to make the 
Hill better b~- deleting the nation~lisation 
principle~ it contains. The farn1ers are 
anxious to get better prices. That is the 
tiling which is actuating the whole busine~s. 
ThC're is nothing in the Bill which will hclj> 
them in that direction. Tlw only thing- that 
count, particularly is the pricP, and that is 
tu be controlled to a great extent bv tho 
local pr<>luccrs' associations. The local pro
ducers' as,,ociations can n1ake reco1nn1enda.
tion~ a'. to tho standardi,ation of prices~ but 
they ea nnot, unde-r any cl a use in this Bi 11, 
1nakr thcrn cffect.i-..-c. Even if tho rccon1-
mcndations arc accoptrcl by the CoU!lCil of 
AgriculturP, and the prico of any con1rnodity 
is fixr•·tl in Qurcnsland at a higher price than 
that for which it can be purchased in tho 
other States, all you will be doing will be to 
create a market in Queensland for Southern 
prod nets. 

Mr. Dn>STAK : That is a matter for the 
council. 

:VIr. SIZER: llealising that the Federal 
Constitution provides for inter -tate free 
trade. how can locally fixed prices in Queens
land hold out agaimt Southern goods which 
can compete, probably. shillings under the 
price's ruling- in Queensland" 

Mr. PoLLOC"K: That bas nothing to do 
v.-ith !he Bill. 

lVIr. SIZER: The fundamental point of 
this n1easure is to giYc son1c assistance to 
the primary producer, ar,d the best way to do 
that is to increase' his reYenue. The Bill 
attempts to do that by setting up a board to 
fix prices. That cannot possibly work for tlw 
reasons I haYe mentioned. 1'\o locallv fixed 
price can ·sithstand Southern com1~etition 
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unlcso vou c'xclndc South<>rn good5. If 
YOU are" able to exclude Southern products 
from this market, you can cprtainly bolstt:.r 
up a fic-titiGus n1ark1~t; but the Federal 
Constitution provides for interstate free 
trade, and for that reason no practical b•·ne
fit ea" accrue to the farmer under this 
measure. For that reason I sav that no 
material good can come in that direction. 

:\lr. PoLLOCK: Is not your objection that 
the Bill v.'ill ]JrOYide for a reduction m the 
-co:,t_ of rnarkcting? 

l\Ir. SIZER: That has nothing to do with 
the argument. The hon. member is con
tinually talking about middlemen, This 
organisation could ha ,.e bec•n established 
under the Department of Agriculture. They 

have con1petent men j n that 
l9 p.m.] department who could have 

handled this measnre \"NV well 
from thP distributing point of Yiew. bn0 of 
the expc•rts in the department handl<>d the 
whole of the Danish bntter on the London 
market, being the sole diFtributer, but ho 
\Yas consid _red to be incon1pct.cnt to ·deal 
with the di,tribution of butt<'r or anJ other 
product.. Yet jt is nt1 CP"sury to build up a 
rlepartrncnt which will C'V<~ntually become a 
gigantic i11stitHtion, fdled 'vith political 
ft-irnds of ilw GoYernml'nt, and used and 
<'xploitPd for political p<upos· s by its 
or£anis<·rs. All that ''ark could have been 
done by the DPpartrncnt u{ ..:\griculture. The 
inforrnRtion whi('h is being giYcn to farn1rrs 
to help them to impro,-e their condition could 
also ha\'0 been fnrnishC'd hy thP Department 
of Agriculture. There is an urgPnt necessity 
for all org·anisation ju the country. ThfY;;e 
proposed local prodncerti' associations will 
.supplant the fanners' political organisations 
which lmppens to be oppo3cd to the Govern
ment, ancl for that r·ason it maY bP worth 
while fron1 thP Govcrnn1Pnt\ poi'i1t of Yiew. 
Ii th~·· can cffeeti,-el v nullifv the dfect of 
tht1 fa~·nHT&' political "nssociat~jons which are 
oppo':'d lo them-alHl \Yhich haYe other 
<>hje< ts hcsid<': politics-if they c~n stLdtify 
thPm nnd csta.b]i~h in t.heir plac-e· this pro
pc;.;( d organisation, the Guverun1cnt \Yill have 
>l'curc<l a tact-ical adYantag-c. But from the 
('ountry's point of Yiew it is not worth the 
£40,0u0. >Yhich it is estimat.c,d will be thC' 
{'OBt under this scheme. There are vc1·-T fcv.r 
HH'nlhcrs v;ho \You]d 11ot have llPL'n prc~parecl 
to f.Ub:Jidisc the D( partinent of r\gricultU1'2 to 
a g-rcatPr extent in onkr to bring about an 
-pffcctin~· schen1c to a,·sist the prinuny pro
rlucc~r. But I, £or one, an1 not in a position 
to say th.>.t I bclieYe it is worth while in 
the interests of the community to build up 
a Yast, orga11isation \vhich could be dono 
without, \\hen the signs of the times are in 
the direction of eco110mY. The echcme will 
{'(;st a. gT~)at dcf!l en:-ntu~1l1:v. l-Ion. rnPmbcrs 
opposite talk abont rnidcllenH•1l. I suggest 
that thcv should hm·c' farms of their own 
and cart~ their o'vn produce to 1narket and 
sell it them -elves, ilnd then collect the 
accounts and go back to work. They would 
find ont that it will cost them i!1finitely 
nlOl',' than a 1nid.cl1enuu1's charges for per
fnnning· that fnnction. Ha if of the rost of 
the· upkPPP of t.his organi"'ation is to be 
]:.•.id by the farmers and th.-, other half by 
the general taxpayers. But tbe fanners como 
n_ndcr. th.c h0ading of gcm·Pl'al taxpayers) so 
that mdnectly they will be paying a g1'eat 
-clcal mme thon half. From that point of 
Yie\Y there \Yill be no saY1ng jn any shape 
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or form, and I am com·inrcd that th€rc will 
not be the' efficiency in tlw quick handling of 
the farmers' produce nnd<'r this system that 
there has been under the old marketing 
'-ystem, and that needs improving .-cry baclly. 
The \Vheat Board, for instance, has not b:en 
ac:, expeditious in its v;ork as ,vhcn the organi
sation and distribution was left in tho hands 
of individuals. 

The SICCRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
furrners get a. better price. 

Mr. SI7,ER: Ho>Y can the farmers get a 
betL'r price'! If their produce is sold by 
public anctiou, how cm they get more than 
the market price undPr this crganisation? It 
is irnpossiblc for tllcrn to do so, unless you 
fix a fictitious priC'e and by so doing create 
a market for Southern goods which will 
cun1petc with. ou1· O\'\Tn good~, and the farmers 
will b, left with tlwir own produce on their 
hands. The hon. gcntletuan rcrnarked about 
the \Vhcnt Board o·cttino· a bctt0r price bm 
is h not a fact tli~t. in ""'·.pit0 of that, \\:h~''lt 
was brought from Southern States and solei 
in Quec'nsland at a ('heaper rate than that 
fixed by the \Yhoat Board. 

:VIr. PE;SE: That wa, dom' by pconle who 
>nmted to smash up the Queensland \Vheat 
Board, 

:vir. SIZER: The hon. nwmber knmvs that 
that is r;ot correct. Consumers will buv in 
t}l, <'l1lapcst n1ark0r. Tf t\YO articles ;vere 
placed before hor1. members opposite-one 
from Queemland awl one from a Southern 
State-and the Queensland articll', by virtue 
of this crgani·_ation, \Yas ls. or 2s. Jcarer 
than thC' other, woul,l the,- buv the Southern 
article·; That is whPl'P I liave gra\·e "u,,piciQn 
of thP attitude of hon. rru~mbers opposit·:: . 
Th<'o' know that, if the\· create fictitiou-· 
price" for t.he farLling conlnJunity, it Inust 
mean an additional burde11 upon thoso whon1 
th•v call the undc>r-do~,, who will be callc>d 
upOn to pay n1orf' for thP farm0rs' products. 
T ''·"Y that hon. mc•mLen; opposite cannot be 
faithful to both sec ion'·· They have ('ithcr 
to tl1l'O\'V overboard their policy of givjn~ 
ch0ap feed t.o the connnunity, and kc0ping 
the f'O''t of (_'\ ·r~vthinp.: dowll to the Ininin1u1n, 
or else t.hey are not sincPrc in regard to this 
n1easure. There is gn'at roorn for suspicion 
on that score. I arn a :-.trong advocate of 
co-op0ration, and I llclicn• that far1ners 
,hould hai.TC' an or~nni~ution fcderallv con
trollecl. V\'c should cntaiuly control the 
pricP of c1..)rtaiu cc~nnnoditiPs throughout the 
C'omn10H\\ 'alth. That v,ould regulate inter
srat.P con1p·'t.ition. If we vvcro a blc to do 
that, the farmers might control the home 
market: but even that control must fail as 
nga.jnst cmnpetition fron1 OYC>rseas. As \Ye 
kno'""· maiz(' frmn other countri0s has h:·c n 
land('c] i11 .\ustralia chcrtper than the locally 
grovvn /H'tirle. I nnl.Y used that a'S an Drgu
rnent to show whnt can be dorlP in the face 
of such circutnstaJJCes. Thorc·fore even that 
i.-: no ~se ape ~o far a-.; ·direct b0ncfit fron1 the 
world's co11rlitions can he off<'rcd under this 
Bill in any shapp er fofn1. There ma:--- be 
~cnnc Yirt.uP in a Federal control schc-11ll'. and 
it rnay a~sist the agriculturists. 

::\Ir. PEASE: ::\ot v,~ith a ;'\fationali,,t G<wcrn
Inent. 

Mr. SIZER : I am prepared, and mem
bers on this sid(' are prepared) to as8ist in 
nnking this Dill hrmcr-controlled to the 
fullest extent. If the farmers control the 
scheme and it is a bsol utcly shorn of all idea 

Jfr. Sizer.] 
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of nationalit:J,'r_.tion-bcf'allso I am not going 
to bo a party to nationalisation in any shape 
or form-then we can give as -istanco to the 
farmers. \Ve do not want to give the Go
vernment an opr1ortunit~,· of using constitu· 
tionn I methods to bring a bout socialisatiop. 
If that waB the only point on which the 
Premier split with the other representatives 
at the conference. it is iu,t as well that wo 
r-lwuld knm-·. Thev all r8alisc that theY 
want socialisation. ~but smnc "·nnt it b\T 
revolution. ar1d the Prcrnier in his arguu
ments wanted it by (•volution, by parlia
mentary methods. I am of the opinion-and 
I will continue to ha.vc that opinion until 
I am convinced to the contrary-that this is 
a step in the direction of can:,:;ing out that 
platfor:n. If that is then the farming 
cornmunitv Bhou1cl be YE?-rY IYarv of this 
nwasm·e before thev give 'it theil· benedic
tion. otherwise the·: rnnv find thcmseh·es 
trapped into supporting a' nwnsurc that has 
brought a bout the first plank of eocialisn
tion. Hoving done thnt. they ma]' Sfl.V to 
the~ indne.trial conTinunit.v, "IIt"rc is a sin1ple 
n1ca:-:urc for ~ ou.'' If the farming conl· 
rmmity object, the Gon'rnment will say, 
''How can you object '.VhPn :von yourse}v(S 
accepted the sanw principle." Having 
ncc·,optr<l it. they cannot dony it h everY 
section of the romrr1nnity. J an1 not pre~ 
parcel to m!lport that yet. I hold that poli
tical control is not in the int 'rests of thP. 
farn10r, haYing regard to the ('xtremo po1vers 
described under the Act. 'YhcrPbv the Go
vcrr:rncnt propose a poliry of pni·~uing the 
f11rmer to the courts and recovering his 
sub~-cription the snm0 as th0 Australian 
\York0rs' l~nion doPs ~.~Then a man does not 
pa_,- hiJ demands. In this Dill we arc' uphold
ing t~wt ~an1e prinripl0 and irnno"'.ing it upon 
the farmer, and that is v:hv I sav that the 
famH'r should consider it ·, uefp.llv befnre 
lH' ,gi,-es the· meosnrP his bPnediction. I fo1· 
one will take the opportnnit:,· of asking the 
people of the State to lank at the Bill and 
!'('(' where it l1HlV lt>rtd tlwm. I intend to 
as~i~,t ln rcrnod0lling th0 13111. Tf it is not 
rrlllodr·11cd and its objPctinna.blc fcahu·t~s 
ar<' not remo,-cd, then I shall hnYe the plea
f'lHP, and consider it a dnty, of voting against 
it at the third r•~adini(. 

Quc-tion-'I'hat the Bill bG now read a 
f'Ccond time-put and pa~'·S{'J. 

The considerati(Jn of the Bill in Committee 
"·as made an Order of the Ihy for to
ITlOlTO\Y. 

At 9.15 p.m., 
Mr. KIRWAX (JJriJ,,mr) relic,-ed the 

Speaker in the chair. 

L.\.;'\D TAX ACT .\MEXD:\IEXT BILL. 

SECm:n READIXG. 

Tlw PllK:VITER (Hon. E. G. Th0orlore, 
('hi/1aqoc): The Land Tax \c-L Am0ndmcnt 
Bill has been in the hands of hon. membeL for 
.-::ome tiruc, autl .as it contair;s nwtt0r."'i \vhich 
hc--r an planation on th:• face of it. it '.vill 
not rf'quiro n1uch cxplauatim1 frmn 1110. Thi" 
Rill does two in1pnrtant i hings. First. it 
rontinuc-, the super trtx. which is necessary 
fron1 financial con~1derations this year. It 
is jnt0ndcd to continlW th-~ super tax for 
thi,:;; year, and next year the matt:'r \,-ill 
have to come up again. \Y.hcn the super 
tax w1s introdured it was intended only as 
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a temporar,y mea.surc dnring v;ar lirne, but 
that has expired, and, as it \Yill be required 
again this :·c>ar, it has to be n"enactl'rl. The 
sum of £100,000 w:>s recei ,-ed from the super 
ta~;:: la'3-t year, and we cannot afford to fore;,~> 
that revenue for the Pnsulng financial year. 
The next. important thing- that. the Bill does 
is to extend further relief from land taxa
tion to the farn1cr~. It propo·,~'S to give con1-
plete exemption for any lands nscd by a 
farmer when the unimproved ya]up does not 
exceed £1.500. That exemption is to be 
allm,·ed to farmers \dlO work their own 
farms. The exemption will decrease in a 
certain ratio, ns set out in the BilL until an 
unimproved .-alue of £2.500 is reached. when 
the exemption shall be £300. The effect _of 
this legislation ,,-ill be prac!lr allv to h_ft 
the' land tax ofT all the small farmers Ill 

Queensland. It will tr>ke it off the backs of 
all \Yorkillg farn1ers. 

l\Ir. EDWARDS: \Yhat do .-on mean by 
farmers \Yho \vork their ovvn fa.rn1s? 

'I'hc PREMIER: It men,ns exactly .,,hat 
it savs. It, i;;:; yerv clear. It means a fannc1· 
'>':hn ~iR artually Cngaged on his farn1 1 or n 
n:vn who jg managing his n\ni f~rn1. Thc.Y 
will both come under the operatron of th1s 
Bill. 

lion. \V. H. BARXES: He has actually to 
be on the land? 

The PRE:\IIER: 1\o. He has to ,vork it 
or manage it. 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGTOX: ~npp0"0 hP Cinploys a 
man as well, what then? 

The PREMIER: No mattn how many 
men he c1nploys, long- as ho is 0:1 th0 
frrrn1 l1lnuwlf, he gt~t ex{'lnr,tion front 
the land tax. 

~Ir. T. R,. lloBERTS: Is it not -only so long 
a;; he liycs on the farn1? 

The PRE::VIIER : So long as he is 
1nanaginp; the fann, or so long a-, ho \vorks 
the fnrn1. It 1na\· happ0n that n, eountr;.'" 
storC'kC'r-pcr OV.'llS a f8n11. IIis fmnily n1ay 
liYf' on it, and the ~tort>kCPp01' ;,yjlJ be the 
manflgcr of it and \vill rfctlly snpen·isc it. 
In that case he will be 0ntitlcd to the 
(·xen1ntion. Practically CYe:ryonC' C'oincs nndcr 
it, e~c0pt those ·who own farrns and never 
\York them. 

:\Ir. SIZER: \Vhat is the position of a man 
ar-rJOintcd by a trust0e Company f-o 1nanagc 
an c"tnte? 

The PRE:\liER: If the 11wnvger appointed 
by a trustee con1pauy is actua11:'T \Yorl\ing 
the farm. he will come undE~r the exeinptwl;. 
\Yo con make that perfcctl:c clca1·. It 15 
intrndcd to coYer such cag('~ a .. that. 

l\lr. ELPHTl\STO)IE: I-Iow n1urh l"P\·cnne will 
;.·ou lo:;:e by this cxernption? 

'Ih~ PRE:\IIER: I will deal with that 
later on. It mav be asked whY, in Yiew of 
these farts, it i~- found ncCf'"')Ul'.V to an1C:ll1Ll 
the Ad. I should like to explain that th" 
reason is that. although ·under the prc~cnt 
law s!llnll farn1crs~at an"\· rat('. tho.~e 0\\.'11-

iug laud up to £1.230 iu' value-practicall:· 
E~capc any land ta"':ation. unfortunately 
n1anv of them. through ignoranrc of the law, 
h v~ omitted to tak<' full nrlnwtnge of this 

}lr. LoG \X: \Yhat will happen if a farmer 
ha5 no :incolnG? 
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T!Je PRE:VIIER: The hem. member 
explained last night that he himself had 
paid land tax and clid not claim it as a 
deduction from his incoml' tax, although he 
was entitled to do so. I ha Ye found on my 
tours that quite a number of people laboUJ: 
under the lllisapprelwnsion that thev haye 
no right to deduct their land tax frm;l their 
income tax, whilst manv others deduct 1t 
frmn their inrornes at~(( not from the tax 
payabl0, so that the amount of the concession 
in tho;;:.o ca,cs is infinit0sirnaL The hon. 
member for Loekyer asks "·hat would happen 
111 the ea so of a far111er "" ho has no incon1e 
tax to pay. That can only happen, from 
my uncler,,tanding of the position, \Yhere a 
man has suffevcd some loss through clrough t 
or flood or ~ome other such rca::;on, anJ we 
are not dealing with that, although in that 
case h!=' could get complete or parbal 
cx:c'mptton frorn pay1n-ent of laud tax. Thf' 
farmers of Qnf'cnslancl haYe :not fullv availcd 
thcinscln~s of th(~ concessions in thZ~ Incoruc 
Tax i\ct \vhcrebv thQv <.ll'C allowed to dc•duct 
in L'-'l'tain f'asc, "'r ha\·c rn.~~ntioncd their land 
tux fron1 their incon1e ta-...:: p~1yable in that 
year, to that at the cud of tlw year thev 
BTf' no Y,'OI'SC off than if thc~v haLi paid nO 
land b1x; and, b0eau~e thPv haYP not availcd 
tlwrusehT"' of this eo!lf'Pj::-:iOn. \H' are tr~·ing 
to ]HOvide a ~implcr er 1norc dirPd forn1 of 
C'X:('lllption. rrhat \rill Sa\'C a gr,;;a,t dL'1.l of 
Io~-. :-~nd inf'onvcllicnc! to t1~e fanners. and 
Hm1ovc those difficu1tit•s as a n,sult of which 
i~r th2 past thev have b£ en c\'nrivcd of the 
ronct':,s;ion. IIOn. men1ber·, ·will rcn1em1H'r 
that tht JH'o,.·ision jn the Incon1c TEP·~ Act 
undcl' ,,-hieb the co:1cc,~.ilnn is granted pro
vide:-:--

" From the amount of the tax pa,,ablP 
on the incornc of any taxpa~·cr derived 
frorn any agricultu1·al, dairyi:_'g, or graz
ing pur.~nih carriPd on by hin1. tlH'I r> 

rnnv bo docluctcJ th0 a- 10unt of any 
land tax actually paid lw lhc' ta·cp:l!'· ,. 
in l'OSllect of the same year"--~ 

:\fr. BEBBIXGTOX: \YC' arhoratcd that thrPc 
yeau lwforc ~} ou ga YO it to n::<. 

The PHE::\HER: The hon. member has 
been labmn·i11g under a continual n1i,appre
hcn..,ion. The fact is that th0 vcr\' yc,ll' 

\\hen the land tax was o~actcd--19i5_::th" 
concession \\·as put into tho Inco.1w Tax .Act. 

:\I r. CORSEU: Dnt after the forms were 
fOnt out. 

The PRE:\IIRR: It was put in in the same 
session-I thiuk within a week or two. 

:'~Jr. T. R. ROBERTS: It \Yas not pnt into 
th'' instructions. 

The PHE:\llER: Tho hon. member is 
shifting his ground now. The hon. member 
for Dmyton made tho positiv·e statement that 
this vvas only enacted three years after ho 
adyocatod it, vchererts the fact is that it was 
PnactPd in th0 same year as the land tax \Yas 
introduced. 'What 'the hon. member may 
haYe in. his mind is that it was slightly 
altered m order to make it clear as to what 
a dairy farmer was, I think it was in 191_7 
m· 1918: but the fact r<>maim that rh<' full 
concc--sjon has been made cvcrv vear sinco 
the land tax \vas first imposPd. ~ Hon. mem
bers haYe been frequcntlv contending, 
r~peci-ally the ho11, mPmbcr ·7o{· DrnYton, "ho 
has maclo a specialit·- of this subject. that 
tlw farnwrs paid land tax. and that the~• arc 
oppressivch- burdened with lane! trrx by this 

GovPrnmcnt. I want to dissipate that 
opinion, because it is a wrong opinion. Tho 
hon. member has quoted mythical cases 
alrnost every seBsion, which, on examination, 
\YL'l'O found ~to be rni~lcadillg. 

:\h. BEBBIXGTO~ : I was a few pence out 
in tlw amount-not very much. 

The PRE:\HER : We heard of an alleged 
farmor who was practically forced into 
insolvency by this taxation, but upon investi
gation it was found that he wa-; not a farmer 
but a retired business man who had bought 
an orchard on one of the repurchased 
estates, and who had other landed estates 
on which he was taxed, and that his land 
\\'as not farming land. except "' to a small 
portion. but city property. 

:\h. BEBBI~GTOX: It was a good fnrm. 
His son could not make a living on it. That 
i~ the jnforrnation he gavo n1e. 

The PREMIER: Tlw tax was not on farm
ing land at all, but city land. The hon. 
""'mber qnoted the ea ·O of another farmer 
v.-ho l'l'-·"~CiYc·d 1:o rPn1ission Ol' eonce ·Sion, 
although he had no income' off his farm. I 
a~kecl hin1 to shovy nw the }lfi}H~rs. and ~ 
found that it was not the pa,,nwnt of thE 
tax he was cornp1aining- of hut tho a;;;::;:( 'iS· 
rnc·nt notice, and that the farnlt:>i' \Vho was 
snppose'-1 to be crushed 111 this horriblt1• 

nuu1nCJ' \Yas hi1nsclf. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: Ancl I had to pay £17. 

The PREMIER: Another hon. member· 
in a previous debate a night or bvo ago 
rdPrrecl to the imposition of this heayy taxa
tioll on the farmers in cases of land up to 
£1.000 in Yalu£'. ~hovying that that 1uis( on
ception still continned. either intentiona.llv 
or unwittingly on the part of hon. member's 
opposite. "-'otwithsta.nding the constant 
assurance··· they haYe hac! and the many 
times that I ha~·e taken occasion as Treasure'r 
to point out that the farmer:;; pny an infi.lli
tcsimal portion of the lnnJ bx 1.aicl in 
Qurr-n .]and, th0s0 f'tat''!llcnts arc rppr1.tcd. 
Tlw land tax iP not. iu th(~ main. paid by tlH 
farmers. 'The deduction of the land tax from 
the income tax. and the 0xemption, practi
ca ll v rcliev·e the farmers as a class from the 
pay'mcnl: of land tax. Houghlv. £450,000 
was collected last yt·ar in land tax. and of 
that snm the agriculturists. the fruit farmers, 
and the sugar-growers paid not moro than 
£20.000. 

l\Ir. VowLES: That was too much. 

The PHEMIEH: And. no douht, most of 
that could have been deducted from their 
iLcomc tax. It '"as only ono twenty-third of 
the tax collected in any case. Recognising 
that. how can am·ono assNt that it is the 
farmers who arP p·aying the land tax? 

Hon. \Y. H. DARXES: Whv does not the 
department point that out to the farmers? 

The PRE:\IIER: How could the depart
rnent do that? E,-cr~~ taxpn:. er mak0s a 
return ::.hawing- his net incon1c. That return 
goes h0forn the incon10 tax assPS-8ors~not 
the land titx a·sC'ssors-and how is the income 
tax assC'ssor to kno\v if the taxpa::er does not 
claim exemption? 

·An IIoxorRABLE :\lE)IBEH: Cocdcl the•.- not 
look it up? 

'l'h0 PHB:IIIF.R: \Ye woulJ require a staff 
of 100 clerks duing nothing clco. Recognising 

Hon. E. G. Thcorlorc.l 



Land Tax Ar' [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Bill. 

that many farmers have failed to avail them
solves of this opportunity, unfortunately for 
the_m, the Government introduced this pro
vls!on m the Bill. It is a justification for 
the Bill. 

Mr. SrzER: \Vill they be able to make a 
dairr1 for alTC·ars? 

The PRE:viiER: No doubt they can. 

Mr. IV. CoOPER: Many of them have. 

Mr. SrZER: \V ill they be a blo to get it? 

The PRE~1IER: I an1 not rtnite ~nr£'. 
l'resuma bly tlwy will apply. I have rcfPrrcrl 
to the small amount of tax paid by the 
farmers, and now I would like to refer to 
the way in which land is held in Queensland. 
Hon. memb0rs over there assert '·ear after 
year that the freehold land which is taxable 
is held by the farmers. An examination of 
the statistics relating to freehold land will 
show that approximately there is £35.000.000 
worth of taxable freehold land in Queensland, 
and of that the farmers ow11 only £2,500.000. 
or, roughly, one-fou1·tcenth. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER: Your Government will not 
give them freehold. 

[9.30 p.m.l 
The PRK\IIER: Where \YP grant per

petual k<lsP,, th< v are not subjc>ct to taxation. 
:\h. Yowu:s : A quarter of a million of the 

taxation C' 1Jl11CS fron1 country lands. 

The PREMIER: Yes. from largo lanJ 
monopolJ~tc. \Yho holJ land and who ought 
thc'rcfore. to pay the laud t~x. Much of that 
land is not productin>. It has been urged 
£rorn the othe1· sld0, cYcn during thif' se~sion, 
that we ought to force into use that land 
which is near the railwav. TlH'n~ Is .~onle
thing in that suggestion. " 

An 0PPOSITTO:-l ~TE:\IBER : Has not the land 
tax had the effect of prc nmtinn· the hold in~ 
of land in large areas·~ t":l o 

The PRE:\IIER: The land tax has had 
.'ome effect, but not the fuil effect ''"e expected 
and hoped for. There has been a con ,ider
able nnmbe-, of subdivisions of freehold 
e:::.tnte~ in countr:~ lands in Queensland sinct~ 
1915, pre.-umably as the rPmlt of the opera
llons of th1s tax; but it has not gone as far 
as we hoped it would. That is a quf'tion 
the GoYcrnment haYe to studY with a vie\r 
~o findi11g. other means of foi·ding that land 
1nto u~.·. to enable the man ·who \vants to 
~t c the In nd for _agricultu.ral purpose', to get 
rt. I ha,-,, mcnboncd that tlw farmers hold 
only one-fourte~nth of the total ';alue of the 
frechold land, and pay on1v ollc twentY~ 
third of the la11d tax· which is collected. 
That will be Ycry considerablY altered as 
the rcsn!t of this Bill, for, under this Bill. 
I rnig·ht reasonably claim that practically 
ne• working farm-er \.vho ocPupics a living 
area will be subject to land taxation in 
futur,: in QLlC•"nslanJ. The man \Yho owns 
np to £1.5C'J v;orth of unimproYod land will 
be exempt entirely. Of all the farms that 
al'c' subject to t:xation, the average p"'~::peri
ence is that .50 per 'ent of the valll'.' i·• 
un!nqH:n~<·d Yalnc. an'l 50 per crnt. is the 
ya}u(' of improvc1nenh;, Th0reforc the ~ yer
ago oxpL'ricnce ~bows that, where a farrn has 
an unimproYcd Yaluc of £1.500. the total 
Yalue of the farm to that mrrn is £3,000. The 
a,·erage Yarie, in :-iOme distr:iet~ us cornpareJ 
,,,.,ith others. 

Mr. YowLEs interjected. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodorc. 

The PRE::\1IER: Does the hon. member 
suggest that st:lectors take up farrn ]anch for 
the purpose of working coal·; 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The coal exists whcu 
they take them up. 

The PRE:V1IER: At the present time it 
is the practice-and it ahvays has been thi• 
practice in nnt'·en-Junt1 ELnd in the C~o,nrnon
''"calth-for that coal to be taken into account 
in arriving at the unintproYcd value of the 
land. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: But they do not take 
np the land £or the eoal; that coal already 
(•xi~ts. 

The PREMIER: If th<'y <'o not, there is 
no hardship in taxing the coal. 

:\Ir. YowLES: You dcclar0 ho has so mauv 
thousand ton,; of coal under his land. " 

The l'RE:VIIER : S<1reh· tho hon. member 
j-:; not ..:uggcsting this i, a~ny innovation'! 

=.\Ir. VTOVVLES: You have- b0en doing it 
without authority. 

'l'he PRKvliER: Nu; it io iu the definition 
of the original Act. 

~lr. \""o\\.LE8: .• ::\s a rnatter of fact. 'you 
charl!'e jncon1e tax '~\'hen the tin1bt'r i.-; ~o.ld; 
and ')·ou charge it evPry year. ~ 

Tlw PHK\IIER: _\ll that is to pre1·eut 
PYtL~,ion cf the tux. Thf' Common 1.' ealth arl' 
adopting th" same s:, tom. \Vhat happened 
in regaPd to ::orne of the laudownrr>':l who 
took up land for the coal or the timber Yaluc. 
on them'! Both the C'ommonwealth and tlw 
f:'tatr in yaluing tho--c propcr~ies. included 
the Yalue of the coal and of the tin1bcr; and. 
in order to eyadc taxation, some ovyners sold 
the timber to a nevY owner and ret-:inod 
HH.'rdy the land without the ti1nber. 

:\h. VowLES: \Vhv do you make tlwm 
pay eyery ye xr on tll0 uninlproycd yaluc of 
tandiug ti1nbt>r ·~ 

The PRE:\IIER: It has a different Yall!e 
if they are taking thP ti1nbc'r off every y"ar. 
If thcv do not take it off, thE' \"alu<_' rernains 
the sa:n1e. If there i' all)" depreciation
through wast<lgc or harveFtiug or whatever 
it ruay be--the lnnd c'1n b0 rcvuluud. ls L1e 
hon. 1~u:mbcr contPnding that the unirnproYcd 
Yaluc of laEd which contains ~tanding tirnbcr 
shonlr.l not LH: in accorclanct' with the valut' 
cf the timb:_'r as well a;.; tlw Yrt.luc of thP 
]and'! That "'ould bP a ne-w doctrine in 
taxation. 

:llr. ~YOWLES: SlJ<Juld it be done eYor-
year '? 

The PR:E::\IIEH: It is done cycry yca1' on 
the then Yalue of the timber. 

:\h. Vowu:s: Oh, no! 

The PRE11IER: It is. If a landowner 
hns harvested thf' timber o±l' the land he 
nwkP:-> a new yaluation-a, reducing va]un
tlon-eyery year. 

1\Ir. GREE:\: It is better for him to clcstrov 
the tlrnber. ~ 

The PRE::VIIEH: If that is so, it is a 
strange thing that no one has destro~'Pd tlw 
timb,'r-ancl they haYe been subject to this 
for ycar.s. 

:vir. GREE:\: Yes, they have been destroy
ing- it. 
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The PRK\IIER: It appears to mo that 
tlw hon. lYlCinber for 'ro,:vnsville has not conw 
sidered this question, or he would not make 
that intcrjcdien. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: But there are eases 
where you cannot get rid of the timber. 
Take hardwood timber where the distance 
fron1 the railw:ty exceeds a certain 1nile-ase. 
You eannot get rid of it, and it has no value 
to 1he ownPr. 

The PREMIER : If there is no value, it is 
not included in the unimproved value of 
the land. 

.!\Ir. ELPHIKSTOKE: ·will the Commissioner 
exempt that? 

The PREMIER: Ho has done so. What 
i'3 the use o£ suggesting any other course? 
If timber land exi:ots in some places where 
the timber cannot be marketed and has no 
value, it adds nothing to the unimproved 
,·;tlue of the land. 

l\Ir. ELPHIKSTOKE: The Commissioner says, 
"Have it. Yalued twelve months hence." In 
the me;cntime, the taxpayer has to pay. 

The PREMIER: No, not in the meantime. 
The Con1missioner taxes on the asse.::,.,ed 
value; and, if the a'·.scssed value is unfair, 
the land owner appeals against the value. 

Mr. ELPHJKSTO~E: How long does it take 
to get that appeal heard? 

The PREMIER : The tribunal sits fro· 
quently, both for thc Commonwealth and the 
Btate, and there i., complete protection for 
the landovvner. 

Mr. VowLES: I had to threaten High Court 
proceedings to get thcn1 to take action. 

The PREll,llER: The Commonwealth? 
Mr. VowLES: Yes. 

The PRE:\1IER : I know the Common
wealth are very unreasonable at times. 
(Laughter.) I would like the hon. member to 
give a concreto case \Yherc real hardship has 
been imposed by the present Commissioner of 
'I'axes. I guarantee to look into it. 

Mr. DEBBfXGTO": He likes his ponnd of 
flesh, but he is fair. 
Ho~Ol:RABLE MotBEJCS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : Ho has to carry out the 
Act. I havo never heard anv direct com
plaints from taxpayers that hvP has treated 
thorn unfairly or screwed them do1;Tl, or 
auything of that kind. Last night in the 
House, I received a deputation from the 
T,,,.xpa} ers' A:=.:sociation, consisting of n1en 
v.;ho arc expert jn taxation n1atters; .and 
Lhe~,- ~poke in coinp]inH_'ntary ter_.ns of the 
St?.tf' Con1n1issioncr of 'Iaxr~; thev had no 
con1plaint to n1Hke against hin1. V 

lYir. VowLES: Most of them came out of 
that office. 

The PRE;\1IER: If they did, it shows that 
our office trains men well. 

l!on. J. G. APPEL: I hope you will give 
fuyonrable consideration to their rccornmen
dations. 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The PREMIER : I am always \villing to 
g·ivc rca~-onablc consideration to recommen
dations. I do not kno"· that I need stress 
this any further. The gist of the measure 
is in these two points-the re-en tclmeHt of 
the .o.uper tax and the further exemption of 
farmers. \Ye arc taking advantage of the 
introduction of the Dill to mako certain 
amendments in the matter of administration 

and procedure. The details I am ouitc 
willing to discuss with hon. members ,;·hen 
"o get into Committee. 
· Mr. VowLES: ·what is meant by the section 
dealing with mutual life assurance com
panies? 

The PRE::\HER : They become taxpayers. 
::\1r. VowLES: For what reason? 

The PREMIER: For the reason that there 
is no jw•tiiication that I kno•v of for exempt
ing thern. I can sec no valid reason why 
they should contimw to enjoy that exemp
tion. I ha vc had a d<•pnt<ttion already from 
the mutual life a'suranco companieo·, object
ing to that provision in the Dill. To my 
mind, a mutual life assurance company has 
no greater claim for exemption from this tax 
than a bank or any other corporation carry· 
ing on business of a like nature. 

Mr. \To-wLES: They are co-opeeative con
cerns. 

The PREMIER : c~o more than a joint 
stock banking company i:5, 

Mr. VowLES: The State Insurance Office 
is competing with them. and you want to 
put a burdpn on th~ m? 

The PREMIER: ="at in the l<'a,t; there 
is no such suggestion. 

:\Ir. VowLES: It "-ill not apply to the 
State ln'3urance Office. which is coinpf..'ting 
against them. · 

The PREMIER: It would apply if there 
were any rc;,son or logic in applying taxa
tion to n. State department. 

Mr. VowLES: It puts the State office in an 
advanto geous 11osition compared with other 
companies. 

The PllE1IIER: ~\o. The l1on. nu·:uber 
sec~ all kinds of ulterior 1notiYLS in a Bill 
of this nature. The hon. member might 
f!ugg<:: .;t, that we ought t.o charge jncon1e tax 
agai11st the IIr·uraneE' Conlfn.issioncr. Thnt 
\YOultl b sitnplv a puerih~ SUf;'p;e>stiun. l 
"\\Ould ask hon.' nH'lnbPr::< to cousid('l" that 
mutua] lifP a ... ,uranr·' societies haYe large• 
nun1ber.3 of policils and do not carr.r on the 
lnt-~inu-- for the sake of pn,fit in :he ordiuary 
~cnso of the LTn1. b!Jt \Yhafcycr thev m tl;:<' 

is dit.iributed bv, wav of honusf. ~ UnlO!li:£~t 
the pollc_v-holde~l'-, 'In aH tbe;:r- n1utual 
ns:3urance con1panics thPre arc L') prop!'i(•tary 
intcre~ts c-xccpt s1tch a~ nr _. })f;,,..,c':o:-· 0d by thf'· 
prJlicy-holder;;:. \Ye kno 1 · that thorr i a 
difft:rl'l1CP bch'H'en t.h{_'rn and a concl'l'Il such 
a-; a j-oiiJt stock corr1pany or L·; banking 
institution, which hw~ a b.rgo nurnbcr of 
f'harchold rs. But the lattt'r :ll'C just as 
much n1utual and co-oporatlv<' in their \\'ay 
as Inntll'·1 fh:-:nra11ce ~ocietitb, end jf tlH~ 
lH1nkiu ~- a~soeini·i(Jl1S ha Ye to pay land tax, 
\vhv E-hould the mutua! ljfc as ,urance socie
t1c·~·. no'· ha,-c to nav land tax? To rnv n1ind. 
there js no justific<1iion for sp cjally Cxetnpt
ing 1nntual lif:: 8-'SUtancc con1panic "· For 
thP sn1nc reason thf~rp no jlFJtifica.tion for 
ex:•·n1p1-.jng bnilcling \Yhich c:n-r::· on 
a banking busin0ss. of th(':-.'-' large 
nrnual lifp asf?uraucc ~ or-ict1rs hnvc pr, 1nisc-;, 
situated 111 t.hc heart of this cit;,', and IYhich 
n~turn to tbc sociel i(':;: vPry ~ ccnsidcrable 
l'Ovcnucs bv '" av of rc11t. For thnt rra:Jon. 
whv c.hould thcv not be taxable like anv 
fin~ncinl or bnnl~ing institution in the city'-: 
I Sl)e no justification for excn1pting them, 
bnt I an1 willing to listen to argun1cnt.. 

1ir. ELPIIIKSTOXE: _\rC' the industrial uninn.s 
taxable under this Bill? 

Hon. E. G. Theodorc.j 
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The PRE:YIIER: :\o; nor employers' 
w~··;oclations, or clubs, or associations that are 
not carried on for profit. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Will the tax be retro
prctive? 

The PRK:\liER: Ko. 
Mr. SrzER: How will that apply to a work

jug agrjculturist ''vho leases his farm? 

The l'RE:'diER: If he leases the farm, it 
i~ tax._ d. 

2\Ir. SJZER: Ire will not g·et the benefit of 
tlw exernpt.ion? 

Thr, PRiDHER: He is tJ<1t a working 
farml'r if he tncrclv lcaf'C'~ his fann and lives 
in the citv. In suCh a case. I do not ~ '8 anv 
just.ificrrtion for exemption: · 

:.\Ir. VoWLES: \Yhat is the position of a 
uHtn '\Yorking a farn1 on the share system? 

Tlw PRE:VITER: The man \Yorking a farm 
nn tlw sha1·c s.v:-t.0111 gets exPmption. 

Mr. VowLES: He is not one of the workrrs 
on f:.hnn ~. 

The PREMIER: A mnn "·orking· on thP 
hare sc·st"m i-; one of the sh:trers. The Bill 

pto.-ides that-
" \Yhcn bnd is lwing 11 ·<'Cl for :wricui

tural. dairying. or gl'nzJng purpo~e, by 
tlw owner of th la11d person:Llly (not 
hl'ing Llll absentee or a con1panv) th0 fol
lowing- exemptions shall be allowed." 

\Yorking on the share Bvstc•n1 he is one of 
t h0 ~h::trPrs and cntitL·d to cxPmption. I 
think that anv further explanation in mftt.ters 
0f detail can be better m~de in committee. I 
have rnuch pleasure in moYing-

" That the Bill be now reacl a second 
tinl(•.'' 

:\fr. ELPHIX,TONE: Will vou iPl! tlw J-Iouse 
1\ hat reYenue >OU are ' lo3ing by these 
-cx0n1ption-~? 

The PHRYIIER: I promiH'd that i!lforma
tion to the hon. memhar. Taking into account 
th0 fact that many of thes0 farmers will be 
'ntitlc•d to dcdnct their land tax from their 
ineon1e tax. a rough rompntntion -shows a 
reduction of about £8.000. The actnal loss 
will be about £16.000 or £17.000. 

An OPPOSITION :\1E1IBER: It, is hardlv worth 
whil~ • 

The PRE:\1IER: That is one side; but I 
\\·ould point out to the hon. member who has 
interiectcd that it is hardly worth ,•-hile, 'nt 
on the other side it is worth whil0. Tlw 
total land tax paid bv working farmers in 
Quecncland at the nres.·nt time is not £20.000. 
and th0v 'll'" entitled to dc-d•wt. wmo of that 
from i·heir income tax. That ill reduce 
lanrl ta.x na:va hlo by them to c£16.000 or 
o-£17.000. For land of a va lnc of lr>s than 
£1.500 thov ,,-ill now lw ab],. to claim as a 
deduPtion from income tnx nnv amount thrY 
lllay nay in land tax. so that prarticallv it 
1 an h0 s;:Jid thnt no working- far1nr1: in 
OtH'r-nsle.nd ,,-ill 111 futuro be subject to 
l=n ~X. . 

nr. VO\YLT<;R (D(l/b"): This i< 0ssontiallv 
a cnonmitte" BilL In HtP fir t place. "'0 are 
rlf.!llinrt ~~:ith Slll)f'l' ta:xqt.ion \'\··hJ,.h WO~ 
'1 '1tl10ri""rl hv PnrlianlPnt to be 1Inposed 
r1nr;TJg th0 war. 

Th" RP~Tif1'\RY FOR RHLWAYR: The Xational
],d G('YPi'l1PlC'Jlt in J\.,.1'\V R0uth \l\'rl10s has 
l't'illlpn nd th" !'HpPr tn"\:ation. 

Mr. Y(HVT ER: Th0 ';m" has wnv expired. 
1.q+ 1"l1P rr'r0::1c:qrpr still r0qnir"·.:.: DlOJl("'!.,.- to 
C<ll ''" o 1l H10 GoycrnmPnL Anr1 it is therCforc 

[lion. E. G. Theodore. 

necessary to bring in legislation which to 
~.omc extent \vill be rPtrospectivL'. The 
l'r0mier stated that this is only a temporary 
ll1CRSUl'(\ 

The PuE,IIER: \Ve are only enacting it for 
this year. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: This taxation onlv affects 
one claqs of land, and that is chiefly the land 
which is producing. On the other hancl. land 
of a simila.r quality, only undPr a different 
tenure, is not taxed in this vvav. \Ve have t:wo 
sets of landlords-one a free-holder. and t.he 
other a lr'aseholder-who are taxed on two 
clifi"ercnt. conditions. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRrCT:r.TcRE: Do vou 
propose that leasehold land should be taxed 1 

Mr. VOWLES: I would not be so >illv. 
Clau c (5) is to be altPred hy allowing ,;:n 
cx0mption of £1,499 if thP unimproved vnluc 
rloes not exc ·c'.l Al1,500. That hcts lw0n asked 
for by hon. rnen1bors on this slde rnorc especi
ally with respect to land producing r0vcnuc, 
...uch a-, agricultural, dau:ving, or g'l~azing 
lund. I am glad to se·-, that principle is boin~: 
adopt0d. So far as I can SE". the '"holp of 
~-his Bill 0n1bodics principles which ha\·{~ l'ccn 
advocated for the last three vears IJv the 
C'ountry party. · ~ 

The Pun!IER: If th~t is eo. you ought to 
join forces with us. (Laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: This "·ill gin' an oppor
tunitc· fen· some hon. m "mbers on the other 
:-;ide to corne over here. 

The PRE~IIER: If \H' went o.-cr there. we 
could not legislate at all. 

2\Ir. VOWLES: It is al•o proposed that 
lrmd of an unimproved value of £2.500 shal! 
have an exemption of £300. The hon. mem
ber for ='Jundah asked a, Ycrv pertinent 
qnestion. and one that I desire 'also to ask. 
The Bill provides that-

" for the purposes of this paragraph 
land shall bo deemed to bo used bv the 
owner of the land p:,·sonally.'' " 

" (c) If a trustee where he personallv 
m<lnages the working Df the land." V 

\Ye ha.-e two very importailt trustee 
companies hero. \Ye also have the Public 
Curator's Department, and the Public Cura
tor will not be personally managing trust pro
perties, and such estates will be deprived olf 
tho bcnoftts of that provision. '1\'hen the 
Dill is in Committee I will ask that that 
dauso be made definite, and I will ascertain 
what tho interpretation is. ),_ftcr all is said 
and don,, so far as the strict letter of the 
1[1 n· is concerned, it is not realty so n1uch 
what a section actually say;3 a~ \\·hat is the 
interpretation put upon it by tho Commis
sionN when the taxpayers send in their 
return<. Building- ,,ocieties, which in the past 
1 ere exempt<>d from the operations of this 
Act, are now included. and I am sorry to sa_v 
that our mutual provident societies and life 
in~urancc con1panics, \vhich hold ya]uablc 
properties. arc going to be subjcc:t to la11d 
tax. For y('rT- good re-asons in th0 past that 
property which belongs to a collection of 
indiYidllal~-for instance. tho 1nrd(•d f'~tatc:J 
of the ~\ustralian Mutual Provident Sncicty 
throughout Queensland and Australia-were 
c"ompt. It strikes 0110 as rathm· strang-e 
that a Government which ~ow has a. life 
as~urance rlcpartment of its own, competing 
agaimt mutual provid0nt socioti0s. shoulrl 
put un irnposition upon those institutions 
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which its own institution has not to boar, as 
.a result of which the State institution will be 
able to compete on somewhat better terms 
with the public than the ok!-establishcd con
cerns mcrclv from the fact that thev are 
possessed o( some very highly valued. pro
perties. 

The PnE}IIER: The ::\1utual Life and Citi
zens Life, and various other as'oriations of 
that kind. now pay the tax. They are pr<rtly 
proprietary. 

J\Ir. VOWLES: I am ta!kiug of the Aus
tralian ~Iutual Pro\"idcnt So~iety particu-
larly. • 

Mr. ELFHIXSTOKE: Onh- bv reason of their 
having arnalgamated \Yith a~nothcr co1npauy. 

The PRE\If!EH: 1\o, bcc;m-c thev arc partlv 
1_>roprietary. ~ ~ 

1\ir. VO\YLES: They have ceased to be 
wholly mutual provident societies. Good rea-
1"ons were ,"ho\vn for that ox:err1pt-.ion, ancl, so 
far a' that principle is concerned, I am quite 
in accord ith it, and trust that these mutual 
:-:;ocictie~ \Yill continue to receive the benefit 
thPy now IHcve under the principal Act. 

)Jnw, as regards tlw rtnestion of tirnber 
.and coal. I think thi3 i:3 a n1ost irnportant 
iHnoY<-ltion. The Premier tells u~ that this 
has bPen in voguo for i.:OU1<J considerable 
time, 'nd I undc'rstood him to suv that the 
interpretation of " uninlproYecl Yalue" 
nuder the principal Act is sufticientlv broad 
to include those b~'O ih~n1:;;. ~ 

The I'HE~!IER: Y (c •• 

Mr. VO'\\'LES: If that is so, \\hv is it 
necessary for the Bill to provide~ " 

"After section 13 of the principal Act 
the following section i- insert eel:~' (14) 
Land tax shall be chargeable on the 
yalue of Inarkctab]o timber gro,ving on 
and on the value of coal contained in 
any land' "? 

The PRE~!IER: Follow it on. 

::\Ir. VO\VLES : It continues~ 
" Prm-idcd that. where the owner of 

the land is not the owner of tho timber 
or coal, as the case may be, the owner 
of the land and the owner of the timber 
or coal, l1S the case may be. shall be 
deemed to bo joiut owners of the land 
for the purposes of this Act, and their 
rcsp0ctive intcresb in the land shall be 
dotcnnincd by the Comrnissioner." 

The PnE}IIER: That is the object. 

. Mr. VO\YLES: Simply for that part of 
1t. It does not refer to gravel or other 
rncrchnntable a,sct which rnav be under the 
soil, hut onlv to coal which lias not alrcadv 
been won fr~n1 the soil, and you do not ev-e;} 
know for a certainty that ;t exists. If a 
rnan is g;oing tu suffer that penalty in respect 
of timber and coal. you arc going to put his 
Yalues up to such an cxt0nt that you are 
going to 1nake it nrohjbitivt" in fiome cases 
for him to hold tli.o lancl. I c·an give one 
in,,tance. The hon. nwmlwr for Pittsworth 
can gi.-c' the particular' of wlwrc land is 
valued to-day at £27 10,. an acre simply 
hccan>e it has 'tanding timber on it. There 
is no market for that timber. The owner 
was originally assc<sod at 16,,. per lOO super
ficial feet. and the quanti!·: was put down 
at. something like 500,000 wperficial feet. 
He' c·ame clown to Brisbane and started a dis
pntc '" to tllP value of thP stumpag<'. It 
was brought down at fir,ot to 12s. per 100 

superficial feet, and at last they settled on 
the basis of 10s. per lOO superficial feet. 
Then the question of quantity came up, but 
the Commissioner would not budge. This 
man cannot get a market for his timber, and 
.rt~t the Yaluc of that farrn wiil be assessed 
at £27 10s. an acre until HH h tin1e c.1s he eau 
remove thP timber and sell it, and he has to 
pay every year that enha11c,~d value on '3ome
t!Jing that lw cannot utili,e, and when he 
does soil it he bas to pa.y incou1e ta.x on the 
proceeds. 

The PRDIIEH: Cnder this Bill, if thc, total 
value of the farm is lc·ss thiln £1.500, he 
gets entire exetnption. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is so, but it does not 
take much land at £27 10s. per acre to get 
a total value of £1,500. On 160 acres this 
man has to pay a tax of £80 simply because 
tlH~rt' i<.J ti1nbcr on the farrn. rrhat is one of 
the thing" thnt want ventilating. In regard 
to coal, if you go to the Goolo~ica 1 Depart
men! \-ou will find that m·erv acre of the 
,) imbo;u. Estat ., has coal umfcr it. Shafb 
haYc bPcn sunk on tlw Jimbour lands, and 
the\- han' diamond drills boring all over the 
plnce. ancl as ~oon as they di;ccover a sea1n of 
coal at a respectable clepth~thcy knmv it is 
therc~it is competent then for the depart.
n:ont to con1e in and value cvcry acrE> of 
that land as coal land, and yet t.he people 
have Jiot the slightc t intention of doing 
an,·thing- but grazing "heep on it. It is 
r:ot going to a,gist to sell th'· land, more 
partieularly as it onl\• applic. to one class 
of lancl. and that is the land which can be 
com·ertcd, into freehold. 

The Premier made a most remarkable 
admission when he told us that his depilrt
ment has a knowledge that farmers in the 
p:o.<t have been pa,·ing taxation which was 
not legally chargeable. 

The PRE}l!ER: I did not say the. depart
men!, I spoke from my own exponcnce. 

:!\lr. VOWLES: I take it that the experi
ence of the Premier is taken from informa
tion he personally got from the Commis
sioner. 

The PRE1f!ER: No; I got it from the 
farmers thPmselvcs. 

J\1r. VOWLES: I heard it at the Hcrbc'rt 
election. when that constituency was repre
sented bv a Minister of the Crown. I 
informed' the farm"rs, notwithstanding the 
fact that thev had a Minister representing 
them. that n~t one of them knew the dfoct 
of the land tax and "·hat deductions fhev 
were f'ntitled to, and thcv vvnre a::<tonislv'd. 
I YPnture to sav that evcrv farmer in that 
dif-trict v, as pa 0:ing a lot <if taxation which 
should not have been paicl, ancl I put them 
\viso to that fact. 

The Pun!IER : I published it at least a 
dozen times. 

::Yfr. VO\YLES: Thoro is a clause in this 
amending- Bill which says~ 

" (:J.) If within three years after the 
adYcrti,,ed date when any land tax for a 
particular year became p~~'able it is rEs
covered that too much m amount has 
be,•n paid for that year. whE>lh,!r hy 
"' a•on of duplicate taxation or other
wise. the Cornmis,-ioner upon being 
eati.,.fiecl thereof shall alter the rrss<>ss
ment acrordingly and order t ho o~e£'sa 
to be rplurncd to the taxpoyer cnt1tkd 

Mr. Vmcles.] 
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thereto, but if the CommissiOner subsc· 
quently discovers that additional tax 
should be paid he shall have power to 
recoyer such additional tax." 

[10 p.m.] 
I sincerelv trust that evcrv farmer who is 
cutitled t;, a remission of tax wrongfully 
extracted from him "·ill g-et the h-ndit of 
that clause. 

The PnE:,aEB: :\'at wrongfully extracted. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The point is that the whole 
thing is imL,Jral. The Ccnnmissio11er V\~ill 
tell von that it i6 not his function to pomt 
out that a tax has bct'n wrongfully imposed; 
but if the Commi -sionor, on the other hand, 
car, detect \Vhether a taxpayer, wrongfully 
or othcn·isc, is getting at the department, 
it is hi-;; function then to get at the tax
payer. That is a principle ,,-hich would not 
b ullO\Yed ill businc~'3 for five minutes) yet 
it is going on daily in the dPpartrnent. If 
thev want to wen rv vou, thev .,, ill bring up 
ali 'sorts of details·. ·If the, 'have the rig,ht 
to go and inspect the records of banking 
in"titutions. and look up 'lock purcha'cs, as 
the:: do, "hy should not the Commi>3ioner's 
offi~ ?·rs, when checking farmcr:3' returns, look 
up the income tax l'('Cords to ~ee what has 
been paid in income tax. and be able to say 
to the CommiSf:lioncr, "You are wrong, you 
,hould not set it off as a deduction against 
incon1e. but as a tax. a dcdnc:tion against 
inco1ne. tax." In nl::{ny cases whcr_• they 
krww thrv were en tit led to put it in "' a 
:Jeduction~ but not to rlain1 one' tax as a ::;et~ 
off agai11st anothr'r tax, it was allowed v .. rhcn 
it was pointed out aftc•r\va~ds to the Cmn
rnis~ioner. It 'vas nC'\ ··r polnt.:._~d out by the 
Con1mi~sioner. 

The PRE)!IER: If ::on knew of that, you 
should have ventilated the matter. 

l\lr. VOIYLES: I know of dozens of ca,i'cs 
of that sort. I sed th:<t the Commissioner 
ha~ llO\V [J(Y\YPr to irn.po6C fines. r~hat ~S a 
Ycry doubtful sort of pow0r to ~~1vc hnn; 
but: jn son1o cases. it "'.>:ork:-3 out to advallt
ao·p, because he can use his disr:rction, and 
~i~n]lh/ ftnalif'(~ a thing quick and l~vt>ly \v_h,\n 
a 1ni~t l];;:p has taken plv..co-, P<1cl it certainly 
reli, ve,, the taxpa,·c-r of a grt•~t deal of 
1,\orry. I ron1Pn1b::r on(~ c<:! qu1te n~cently 
1vhPro a father sold ~onH' :1 t n lo1v 
fignr<~ to hi"" son. who. put ;·_h0n1 in w· . of 
average value. It v;as Illllllf.'!datrl_v detected 
!J,· the department, There was only a matter 
of a fcvv pounds in c~ue~tion. but tht.'re was 
£100 '>rorth of worrv caucC'd. as far as those 
pc:Jpl0 1ver0 concer~ncd, nntil _ it \YRS fixed 
up. Th0ru is annthcl" thinv 1 arn doubtful 
ab1nt-that is, th~· a.t::0ndn1rnr in clnu-s: 9 
1Yh1ch ~cl" s th:Jt rebtrns .. 1.1 · are rcqtnred 
b"": th0 C'On1n1i~(-ionf'r" f'hall he sent in. That 
st'rik(··n. rne ns ve1·v strangP. I dare'av that 
nearlv cYcry taxPayer throughont Quee~s
land ·has had a request frm:n the Commis
sionc>rJ asking hirn ro ;;;end_ in a ~tate1n~nt 
of his afiair::;, ju~t a.s if. Indtf 'Hl ·of be1ng 
taxpayers, t,~lC'Y. \YCrf' l_n:-:oh~t'l~t. I _d~ n<?t 
kncr1'.T \Yhat the reason Is. .:-~ 1nan give~ his 
f:· ..... urcs and he is asked to cli~closc- his pro
P~~rtv. ' I a:-kc'd the Connnissioncr v;hat ~his 
is fc;r. I sa.id, "If I g-i..-e '"Oil a rdurn I 
havC' to give :vou th0 ndnations of house, 
property. stock-in-trad0, _and !Jooke, and all 
that sort of th1ng; v-.·ho Is going tD pay for 
the valuation? Am T bound to?" He said, 
·"Give us vour o\vn valurrtion." I said, 
'' That is n~ good to tne. If I gi\'·e you a 
Yaluation it must bo a return of things I 
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ha,·e no knowledge of, and it r1ust be sup
ported hv a valuation, and I am not going 
to pay fo~r it." T.he Cornrnissioner will admit 
that his only object 1s to find out. ,,-hat pro· 
perty you have got, and wh~rher .'t 1s ~mn&"
ing in a revenue or not. The mtentwn rs 
to find out how 1nuch n1ore aHets you have
got on which you are not paying tax. 

The PRE;\llER : That Jo m the case uf 
a bsentec·;. 

l\Ir. VOvVLES: The Commissioner has the 
right to require all\' form of return lw thinks 
fit.. The clause rcado, "as arc required by 
the Cornmi .sioncr." I think that we ought 
tt> be the people who should decide what 
rctnrns should be sent in in each case. There 
io another principle which I think is rather 
a good one-that is the limitation of time 
in which an action may be brought. At 
present, _speaking frorn_ ill('l11~ry; I _think the 
Con1mi3Sioner has the r1ght within s1x 1nonths 
-the ordinarv limitation under the Justices 
Act-to take 'proceedings whencn'r he finds 
anv brPach has been committed. \Yell, that 
rni'g.ht P'O into 1nany years. I know cases 
wl~£.ro aobjections have U-=:en raise-d, and 

clain1s n1ade bv the ConHnissioner running 
into -,ears aftei~ the original taxpayer was 
deceased. If vou arc dealing \Yith men in 
the country, ~·ith cattle rnen, or C'Yen with 
bu~i .ess rnen, their records are in such a 
:d:ate that it is aln1ost an irnpos,,ibility for a 
man to furnish a correct return when you 
ha ye him alongside you lo explain every
tLing. But ,,-hen you can11ot get the man 
at all. lt ls El bc;ulutcly an in1_po·,~ibility to get. 
finalilv. In this Dill, instead of lmving the 
limitation of six months from the time that 
the offunce was committnd. it was proposed 
to fix the limitation at cix ,·oars. That is 
too long, hut it is lwtter to haye it at that 
ruther than have it for all time, because 
""" shall have these matters being brought 
up by the Cornn1issioner ten y~ar3 after, and 
}H~ \Yill rJnin1 that nn offenrc has been corn
rult'1ixl. As I suid before, this i~ a Coni~ 
n1ittcc rrwa::::urc, and \YE' can deal with tl1ose 
thing~ in (_;ommittct:>. ThC'rc is 0nJy the one 
r.ew principle that I object to. The Pre
n1icr ~tates tlwt the Cmnrni-,~ioncr hr.s been 
a::-:3c~ ing taxation in rc"'pPct, to growing 
timber and coal. I an1 inclined to think 
that there nm-t be a fc,,ling on the part of 
the department, the Cro~.vn La\.' Office, and 
th·.~ P!TlniPr, that the definition of " unlrn
proyec] valne" in the principal Act is not 
s.,fficiently brc,acl, and thPy wii'h to introduce 
this principle so that it ,,,jl] include thes .. ~ 
matters. 

'l'hc PnE~!IER: It applie- in the Common
wealth law. 

J\h. VO\\'L.ES: But it do•s 1\ot apply so 
far us the State is concerned. I am of the 
opinion the Commissioner has been collecting 
that n:\·pnue irregularly. 

The PRE~IIER: It \Yould lwYe been con
test, d if that were so. 

:Hr. VG\YL.ES : I know from experience 
that it is ycrv hard to gd a cktermination 
in Jnany ca;;;:~:S unless \V8 go practic1.lly 1vith 
a pi,tof at their heack That a.pplies more 
particularly in the case of the land tax. I 
had a re,,c roe< nt]y where I wanted to 
r:~' ELblish tho Yaluc ~f land. Demands had 
been made in different dcpartnicnL, and it 
Y'as oEly when I was abl? to shake up the 
clqwrtrncnt that they d1d anythmg, and 
that I was ablo to bring the Commissioner 
into line. I know this has nothing to do 
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with the amendments in this Bill, but it is 
up to the .Minister in charge of the depart
nlent to see that the3e uppeals from various 
districts an~ dctertninod one wav or the 
other. That is the unsatisfactory' position. 
There is often n10ll('Y lying i11 dis11ute for 
:-;cars. I k .. ew one man who had money 
lyiHg idle that would more than pay his 
land tax, bnt he could not get a deter
mination, and he could not utili"' it. EYen
tually he '"as unable to pay. \Yhcn this 
Bill gets into Committee, I \\'ill ha Ye a 
little more to oay about it. 

:Ylr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxir11): Taxation, 
\VC' n1u~t admit, is a 111ost unpleasant extor
tion. To n1y n1ind, lard taxation stands out 
on its own, becau-.e it is fundamentally incor
rect. That is m:;· humble opinion of it. 
I cannot see any diffen~nec between one n1an 
placing c~pital in a business and another 
placing capital in his land. 

Tlw l'REl\IIER: In the latter cace he gets 
the enhanced value. 

Mr. ELPHIJ';'STO::\'E: You tax one man 
011 his profits only, but in the other case you 
tax him on his proB.ts and al"' on the Yaluc 
of the land. That is quite unsour.d, anJ 1 
could never understand wh<· you should 
impose a land tax. · 

The PRE:I!IET:: I will nresent :·ou with a 
ropy of '' Hfmry George.~" 

'.\Ir. ELPHINSTO.:\'E: I shall be d·,lightod 
to study it. (La.ughter.) The only rc-1-
son ,vhy land taxation should be in1posed 
is t{) break up largt~ cstatP,;;; \-:hich are 
kept sellisb!y from the small man. The 
Pn:1nicr to-night inform~ ns that tho 
experience of the Land Taxation Department 
is that "·o have failed in that particular 
regard, and that other measures will h~t ve to 
be clovic-0d of forcing th<se estate' into the 
market. In view of that admis.sion, it 
~eems to rnc an irnposition to continue a 
s,_,·stcnl of taxation \Yhich, in my opinion, is 
tlw n1o . .-.t aggravating ono that "\VO can con
rc.ive. The SccrPtarv for Railwa .... -s inter
jected to-night that the l\ew South Wales 
Xationali~t Govornrnent had found it neces
sary to rcin1po;o;.e the super tax. 

The SECRE·rARY !IOR RAILWAYS: :\o. I said 
super taxation. 

Mr. ELPHI:\'STO:\E: That is a distinc
tion without a difference; and the Minister 
sought to find in that fact consolation for 
thr fact that Queew;lancl also finds it neces
sary to continue the in1position of such 
taxation 'I' he t1·uth is that exactlY the 
~ninC' condition of d-fairs prcyajls in~ :\ow 
South \Vales L.at prevaib here. It is mYing 
to the extraonliuary was1-cfulne:ss and o~tra
\'agaucc of tho LaLour Co\7 crnmcnt in ::\ew 
South \Yalos that the Fuller Government 
have beeu forced to rein1po.se this super tax, 
and on thf~ Pren1icr's own admission it is 
neccssarv, he is sorrv to sav, to continue a 
tax v.-~l~ch was ilnl)<:"' 1 d Oi1lv as a war 
measure. His admission amounts really to 
this-that the extra vagancc of the Govern
ment has been such that thcv cannot afford 
to allow the super tax to go. It looks as 
if jt is going to remain as part of the 
recognised taxation of the State. and not as 
a ternporary n1easurc to relieve so1ne 
temporary situation. 

The PREmER : It is being imposed for 
a.nothor year. 'N" are the on] v Government 
reducing taxation this year. ~ 

Mr. ELPHI);STONE : How are the Go-
vernment reducing taxation? They are 

reducing it by £8,000 ! It is most amusing 
to hear the Premier make that claim. 
To-day we hoard the Secretary for Public 
Instruction give notice of another Bill which· 
is going to give further educational facilitic' 
to the m~tn on the land. Here is the Premier 
introducing a Bill which has for its object the 
relieving of the man on the land from taxa-, 
tion to the extent of something like £8,000 ! 
·why is all this being done? 

The PRE:\fiER: Bccau~e it is just. 

Mr. ELP-HINSTO::\E: No, because they 
see at the end of se,-en or eight years of 
malachYlini"_.tration and the irnposition of 
taxation for ·which t.h0y had no justification 
whatever, they must start windovv-dressing, 
and it seems that the whole of this session 
is to be devoted to that purpose in order to 
~tppcal to the sympathies of the man on the 
land. The imposition of land tax on the 
omall farmer was totally unjustifiable, and 
there is very little crcJit to be gained from 
the fact that onh· small sums were involved. 
It is the \Yorr,; and anxietY y,-hich th(~Se 
taxation forms 'and the impo.sition of taxa
tion itself bring in their train. Take the 
case of the small farmer. He gets a return 
to fill up. He has no idea of how to fill it 
up or what to do. It is a continual burden. 
to him. and the Premier's admicsion that 
farmers han• paid taxation which they ought 
not to have paid is proof of what we are 
continually saying. After making the. lot 
of the farmer a little hell for seven or eight 
years, they turn round and, in the light of 
an al1proaching election, say, '' 'Ve are going 
to remove it because we find we haYo been 
imposing taxation which we wore not justi
fied in imposing." 

Another thing- I 'nmt to mention on this 
Bill-and it ~tffects both land and income 
tax--is the question of the institution of an 
appeal bonrcl on the lin<~::; of thr' Cornmon
" ealth Board. I am not goinf( to criticise 
the Taxation Commio2ioner-I have had no 
occasion to critieis" hirn--ncwcrthelcss, it is 
a relief to the pPnple who C"'1Sidor t.hPv aro 
hen1g- oppr0~~cd to }wye ~o:.nc tribnnn l bl 
whi{'h thP~,· cqn 311l)elll for Pu r0con~ider~tior! 
o-!" their c•a.;:es. The Con1DJ0:1~.ven lth Govc:·.:.J
mf'nt ha vc rccogr!i~ed t}wt !n the constihl
t:o;; of tl1eir Appr 1.l Bnan1. >1nd tJw Pre1nicr 
lwd a dcvnhJioD to hinr la~t njght whid_ 
dn·"od that puint. 

The PREMTFH: Tlwro is an appeal to t> 
tribunal in Qu0cnsland und< l' +-ho prc:-;ent 
Act. 

1\lr. ELl'III::\'STONE: B11t not in the 
amc form a:; the CmnrncnY\-p:dth bctrd-that 

i~ a Loard of pracHcnl men whn Jff' irnn1c
diat0lv aYailable t1nd undcr~Y'l!>d the con'"!mon
:-;pn:""' · YH'W of the nosir1nn as ·wcH as the 
l0gal YiPw. It \l:ill l)e a relief to the bu•.in(, ~ 
comn1unitY. It rnay h of yer:v gre:1t 
w::e, ~till 'it is thPl'f', it is a safcguar·cl 
to the rnan who think" hP is b in[· hal"Jhlv 
ll·catocl. 

"-\nothcr question that I wi2h bricfl:· to touc1, 
11pon is 1 he qu<- ~ion c)f in~urnnce coinpan.ICs. 
I Hill not going to ra!".' any protf''"t against 
!Y!uhwl life assurance co::.)panie;:; being 
brought "\\ ithin th(· operation.:; of tlw land tax. 
I y·:·ould rather agrt· ~ with th'~ Trea5urcr':-: 
argurnent;:; in that rcg-a d. But I do not· 
:;:c~c vvhv th0 State Tn;;;ur J.DC0 Dcpartn1e-nt 
should 'not be tn•al<•cl in exactly the same 
manner. It is all ,-erv well to say that it 
is only taking rnoncy ~out of one Pocket tc• 
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put it into another. That i' probably a 
reasonable argument to adopt. But you 
have to remember that the State Insurance 
Department is competing \vith other com
panies and institutions in that line of bw,~i
n"''· and the State should be on a sufficiently 
solid footing not to take advantag0 of any 
position such a-:· i;;; created bv the non
impositiLn of a land tax, Or a stamp duty, 
or such like things. The Stat~ Insurance 
Dcparrrnent is actiyely rmnpeting in life 
Hssurancc and other branches not rnonopolised 
by the State with existing office>s to whom 
this taxation applies. Surely it is phtcing tho 
State enterprise in a very much fairer posi
tion, wh0n it willinglj· has imposed upon itself 

-·exactly the same bnsinc·~, and taxation obli
gations v·hich apply to in:::.uranco cornpanies 
as a \vhole. 

The Ho'm SECRETATIY: The State In>urance 
Oflice and the, other offic·<·J fix the rates by 
a rran gc:rnent. 

:\Ir. RLPHIJ\'STOXE: With all due dcfer
e"cc to the .!\linist•er, I do not think that is 
(<)rrcct. Each life assurance cornpany has 
its O\Yll rates, a11d fixe.') its O\Yn condition~ 
with regard to surrender valuf'"i and other 
P>t1dition~ atta<.:hlng tl1ereto. 'l'hero is acb·n: 
cun1petition amongst thc~e oflices. The nevv 
officr·c;; w hi eh con1o into cxi stenc~"~ to-day surely 
would not have the same conditions attaching 
to their policies a~ those vvhich havo been 
in existence for fifty years? 

Tlw Ho>IE SECREL\RY: The competition is 
1110re for bus.iness, not on the rates. 

l\1r. ELPHIJ\'ST0:0JE: The bonu e" of 
insuranrc cornpanies are affected bv their 
expenditure, the expense ratio plays a 
rnost iruportant part in arnv1ng at the 
surplus available at the quinquennial or 
annual period. The Minist0r should kno": 
that, in arriving at that expense ratio. 
vou have to take into consideration all 
thPsc taxation and other impositions which 
are made. If the State Ilhurance Depart
n1Pnt is reliE'YC'd of thes0 rr,aPonnblc burdens, 
it is competing unfairly '' ith the other offices. 
I repeatedly ha Ye said in this Chamber that it 
is not dignified for the State to take advan
tage cf any ~urh unfair cornpetitivo con
ditione. I dn not intend to take up the time 
of the Hou,,c further, but I think I should 
give y·oicc to those opinions. 

Mr. SIZER (cTunrlah): There are one or 
two points I ,~,·ant to raise. In connt,ction 
-with one I g-at n1y ans,Ycr by vvay of intcr
jc'ction. I think ''"" want to make it perfectly 
clear AO far as trustee con1panios arc ron
ccrncd; othorvvise, ccrt,>.in difficdties are 
going to a1·ise. \Vhcre a bcnefwial estate is 
left in tl1c hand~ of a trust?c co1npany, \vhich 
is called upon to appoint a manager, it has 
to be made p0rfcctly clear that the manager 
appointed bv th0 trustee company and the 
trustees-although they may not b • artueJly 
\mrking-will come undn tlw benefits of this 
Bill I think the Premier said that that was 
intended. and his flsc:.tunncf' \Yill meet tbat 
pojnt vPry satisfactorily. I nrn giYc11 to 
understand that a nutn 'vho lca~cs his farm 
will not be able to get th0 adYantage" of the 
exemptions. A man may be ahlc from hard 
work and by hi,~ ~avings to obtain a farrn, 
but he may not haYo -ufficient capital to 
develop it at the time, and he may let the 
farm on h•:-.-.o and go away and seck a job. 
and then, having obtained sufficient capital, 
he may return. \Vhilc h0 is working on the 
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farm he is entitled to tllC' benefits under the 
Act, but as soon as he leaves it, he 1-::--,es 
those benefits. If he v. as to r0main on the 
farn1 and work it on the -~hare system, he 
would abo recci vc' tllC' benefits. I think the 
Premier should giyc that mat.ter some con
sideration or intimate whether he is prepared 
to accept an amendn1cnt in connc0tion 'vith 
the mattc·r. I wonld also like to refer to 
clause 13. If fhcre wf•ro six beneficiaries in 
><n estate and four w0re m·er twenty-one and 
tht~ other t'vo were n1inor~, the four \Yould be 
rcble to reap the benefits under this Bill: but 
the t"v\·o n1inors, whose interests V\f'ould be 
controlled by trustees, \Yould not be working 
farmer'", as the other four would be, and the 
1ninors \~:ould probably not rPc'r_ivo any bene
fit under the Bill. :Minors shDuld be allowed 
th,, full exemption. The Bill may inflict 
son1o hardship on a rPrtain section of the 
connnunity, and I would ask the Prcn1icr to 
give the 11Hlttcr serious consideration. Deal
lng l\·ith the rtinlposition of super tax; I 
intend in Connnittce to nlOYO an a mondn1ent 
rnaking that clause applicable to 1922 instead 
of 1983. It ,,-ill bo said that the difficultv 
,,-ill be th" official clall' of the termination o'f 
tho war and tJw fact that th8 financial years 
nre still nmning. Although the war officially 
terminat<:d in 1921_. yet hc,:tilities really 
Cl'asecl in 1918, and that is popularly regarded 
as the elate cf the termination of the war. 
lTndor the a1nending Act enacting super taxa
tion the clau::;e had a rLtrospective eff 'Ct, and 
it was to be- continued in force until one 
year after the termination of the-, ar. Seeing 
that the Governm"nt ,.-ero able to make the 
tax rt'tro:-5pcctivc. I t.hink it .w-·onlcl be only 
fair to provide that the tax should terminate 
on the 30ch June, 1922. If they do that, it 
will be onlv fair to themselves and fair to 
the taxpaye~rs. \..Tory large po1v ·,rs b~lve been 
gi;-cn to the Commissionn in the matter of 
durlarjng any person to be an agent. Pro
bably the Treasurer will tell us, in Committee, 
why hn is prPpar-od to giYc such wide powers 
to the Commissioner. It may be possible for 
tho Coinnli.':-.sioner to dC'claro a rnan who 
collects tlJP rent of an estate' to be the agent 
for the ownc•r of the estat!', though he may 
know nothing whatever about hi,, cmplo:vcr's 
lnnd tr'111saction'", other tha:-1 the mere collect
in~· o£ the rent. If the Conn1i·-sioncr has that 
pm,·er, it mav lead to a ('f!'tain amount of 
misundentanding, and I hope the 'Treasur-er 
will mnkc it clear as to what the new 
def-init.ion of " agent " is to mcan. 

No,v, in regard to clau.se 5--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is now P>'Ot c'eding to discuss the -detail· .. that 
can be bdter de:\lt. with in Committee. 

:vir. SIZER: I think we may get over the 
difficuli.y if we make that clans, apply to all 
ngTicnliural. dairying, and grazing· lands. I 
think tho object is to grant rr,]jof in regard 
to land which is being n~0d for production, 
:md we < .w do that without all the provisos 
at the end of th0 clau,e. 1f we can induce 
a nHln to invest his capital in country land, 
he should not b,• treatt'd difforentlv to the 
n1··n who jnycsts his n1onc>y in ally other 
rlirecHon. and. wh(n w·c g,•t into Cominittoe, 
1 i!lt••nd to mo,·e an an101Hhnont in that 
(_EreDtion. 

Question-That the Bill b3 now rf:acl a 
second timc-pnt and passed. 

The consicleration ot tlw Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Houcc adjourned at 10.30 p.m. 




