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TUESDAY, 18 JULY, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bcrtram, Maree) 
took the cha1r at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

QUESTIOXS. 

STA'£E ADVANCES TO FAR:\IERS AND FOR 
WORKERS' DWELLINGS. 

Mr. lVIORGAN (Jiuri/l({) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. What nl!mbcr of advances and 
what amount has b"cn advanced to 
farmers other than soldiers from 1st Juh. 
1921, to 30th June, 1922 '? • 

"2. \Yhat number of 
what amount has bcPn 
'vork('r ' dwelling frorn 
to 30th J uno, 1922 '! 

adyanre::; and 
advanced for 

ht July, 1921, 

"3. 'Iho number of applications made 
by farmers and rejected? 

" 4. 'The number of applications made 
by workers and r0j Pcted? " 

The 'l'REASURER (Hon. K G. Thooclore, 
l'hillrruoc) replied-

" 1. Kumber of loans approvccl. 1,700: 
amount approypcJ, £314,374. of which 
£187,403 wrts adyancetl during the year. 

'' 2. Numbor of loans approved, 340; 
rtmount approyed. £232.464, of which 
£136.890 was advane<'d during the year. 

"3. 482. 
"4. Eight." 

FRUIT PULP USED AT STATE CANNERY. 

Mr. SIZER (Tunrltth) asked the Minister 
in Charge of State Enterprises-

" \\'hat was the total amount of fruit 
pulp used by the State Cannor_v during 
the period of 1st J nly. 1921, to 30th ,J uno, 
1922, under the following hea-dings:-

(a) From fruit grown within tho 
State? 

(b) From fruit grown in the Southern 
States? 

(c) What as the value of the pulp 
under the separate heads? 

(d) If market values were paid in 
each case, what wa" the total disburse­
ment under each heading--,\ hethor 
that di-.bur,ement was made either by 
t ash. cheque, or any other form of 
legal tender? " 

HoN. W. FORG~\i'\ S:\1ITH (Jiacka.y) 
replied- · 

" The hon. member has alreadv been 
informed that, in order to meet its 
requirments. tho StatP Cannery purchased 
from the Sol!th last year a sufficient 
quantity of pulps of fruits not grown 
or procm·a ble in Queensland, and that 
full de tails of thf' Strtte Cannery's 
actiYitios will bo giYen in the reports of 
the Auditor-General and Tra·cle Commis­
sioner." 

HIGHLAND SoLDIERS' SETTLE)fEl':T--PAYMENT TO 
H. ATHERTON. 

Mr. SIZER asked the Sccrotarv for Public 
Lttnds- · 

"1. \Yith reference to the Hi2'hland 
settle-rs whose crops """'C're d( :;::tro·· r•d by 
frost, will ho state the amount of monev 
p;:rid to settler H. Athcrton from his loan 
account? 

" 2. I-I ow long was ~\therton on the 
settlement? 

" 3. How much monev did Atherton 
earn on road-making? · 

" 4. \Yhat is thf' rate of compensation 
per acre for clearing and burning off? 

" 5. \\;'hat was the usual rate allowed 
per acre on this settlement for these pur­
poses, payable in the ordinary way. being 
part of the settlers' loan of £625? 

"6. \Vhat compensation per acre (if 
any) is proposed in connection with 
planting, weeding, and other 1mprove­
ments? 

" 7. Were the improvements Yalucd; 
if so, at what date, and by whom'? 

"8. Does he propose to include im­
provements made by the expenditure of 
personal money so far as compen~~ation is 
concerned ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl'\DS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyno, 1l'urrruo) replied-

" 1. £204 13s. lld. Ho was also paid 
a further sum of £45 in respect of main­
tenance. 

" 2. ScYontecn months. 
"3. £17 3s. 
"4. An additional £1 per acro.• for 

burning off. 
" 5. £4 per acre. 
"6. None. 
"7. Yes. On 9th l\lrtrcl,, 1922, by 

Supen-isor A .• J. Dean. 
"8. See answer to No. 6." 
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SHIPMENT OF ARROWR001' TO AGEXT-GENERAI" 
IN LONDON. 

Mr. ~GNU (Logan) asked the Secretary 
for Agnculture-

" l. Wit.h a view to introducing Queens­
land arrowroot to the homo markets. did 
the dcp~rtment ship a parcel supplied 
by the gro>~ ors to the Agent-General fol' 
Queenshnd? 

"2. If so, \V hat yvas tho result?" 

The SECRETARY FOI~ AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillic , Xacham) replieu-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. The onlv outcome so far is an 

inquiry from the Agent-General as to 
the cost per ton of Qnoemland arrow­
root,. c.i.f. London, in lined bags. This 
1s be1ng attended to.'' 

0PPOSITI0c'i OF SOUTHERN ,J A~! :\IAXcFACTcRERS 
TO ScC_\R AoREEl\rEKT. 

Mr. Ji'ORDE (Rocl.-hampion) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Is he. aware that the wealthy jam 
mannfacturmg interests in the South, 
assrstcd by severa.l Nationalist and 
Countr:-- party mcmbers_ arc bring-ing 
influence to bear on the Common\vealth 
Nationalist Government to dela.v a deci­
sion on the sugar agreement, \viih a view 
to the decontrol of sngar? 

"2. In view of the fact that 100.000 
percons are dependent {ln the sugar 
industry in Queensland, and that a sum 
of apnroxrmatclv £6.000.000 waR naid in 
wag·cs to 20 000 'emplo:·cco in that indus­
try la-~t year, will ho ma\c nrgcnt repre­
sentatiOns, b,- telegraph, to the Hon. 
the Prime Minister to give an early 
dcci?ion that the sugar agreement be 
conhnuccl ?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1. I understand that such rs the case. 
"2. Yes." 

CoKSTRcCTJO)>[ OF 1'\Ew RATLWAYS-LABOUR­
SAYixG DEvicEs; JHJDIBERSurP or Aus­
TRALIAN \VORKERS' UKION. 

Mr. BEBBI::'GTO:';' (Dmyton) rskcd the 
Secretary for Ral!v, ays-

" 1. Arc the rr1~n engaged in the con­
struction of new railwayc; 'Upplied with 
all the bc·'t labonr-sn,ving dev-ice. in 
order to get the rnQst milco built for the 
money expended, thereby givinv satis­
fact wn to the men and to the State? 

" 2. L; it a fact that in clearing- the 
track the tree is fir. t sawr; off an cl the 
stump grubbed rrfteJ'',,·ards: if so, does 
this not acld at lnst 100 per cent. to 
the cost? 

" 3. Is it a fact tha.t no ma.n can get 
employment ·,mlo s he has been a member 
of the Australian \Vorkers' Union for 
tvvo years? 

"4. On ,-.-hat terms can farmers. wh{l 
have spare time and horses, get c•mploy­
mont {or themselve-s and tean'ls; and 
does thP two yo- 1 rc:' nH':nbcrship of the 
Australian Worker·-' Union apply to 
then1 ~ '' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. J. La.rcombc, J{, ppel) replied-

" 1. Labour-saYing machinery is gener­
ally adopted whenever the amount of 

work to be done justifies the purchase 
and use of such. 

"2. No. 
"3. No. 
"4. All labour requirements are 

obtained through the Labour Bureau." 

MEliiBERSHIP OF QUEEXSLAXD PRoDr::ERs" 
AssociATION. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTO.N asked the Secr-etary 
for Agric·ulturc-

" 1. \Yhat instructions are being given 
to organiser-s for the Aqr-icultural Coun­
cil or Advisory Board in r'-::gard to rnorn­
bers' f<'es 't 

"2. In accepting membership, will 
the person be requested to state where· 
hE' supplies his r-aw mater-ial, so t-hat 
sueh factory'i:i levies 'vill pay his mcin­
bership fee? 

"3. If he doe' not supply raw material 
to any factory or mill. will he pay a 
personal fee, or is membership free? If 
it is froc, ''"bat is the valuo or u,,c of frf'c 
organisation? 

"4. \Vill suppliers to factories or 
sugar-mills who do not join the Govern­
ment's organisation, but 'vho pay levief' 
to it through their factory or mill, auto­
matically bc.-cornc member, and have 
votes bv virtue of thBir comprllsor'.' pay­
rncnts to such organifL!tions ?" " 

The SECRETARY FOH AGlUCULTl'RE 
replied-

" 1. I\llombers will not he rcquirerl ro 
pay an:>· membership fN ;_ 

"2, 3, and 4. All mch matter-s will be­
determined by the Council of Agricul 
ture, subject to the pro,·isions of the 
Primary ProducPrs' Org,misation ~-\et." 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS' 0RGANISATIO;o;r 8n.r.­
T'owER TO LEVY ON F-u TOBY SuPPLIER. 

l\Tr. 
no tic~;, 
tu re-

BRBBIJ'\GTON (Drayton). 
asked the Secretary for 

without 
Agricul-

" Is it proposed to giv-e these free­
enrolled member', of the nncPwlund Pro­
duc~rs' Association po\ver to levy on 
the moneys due to factor.' suppliers?" 

The SECRETARY Ji'OR AGHICULTURE 
replied-

" I do not know wlwt.bcr the Standinp: 
Orders permit 1110 to nnswer a quesnon 
relatino· to a Bill which is now beforP 
the II~\Jee. It appean to me that th<' 
quci:itiOll is in rathcp bad taste, and, 110t 

being able to catch . exactly. what thP 
hon. gentleman :.aid. I a'k hrm to grv-P 
notire- of the quP -tion in the usual way." 

:\fr. BEBBTXGTON: V cry well, I will givP 
notice for to-1norrow. 

MAKUFACTTJBE or PowER ALCOHOL FROl\1 
MOLASSES. 

Mr. CATTERMULL (Jfusuravc) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

" Owing to tho large quantities of 
mola"es which wilL be burnt or dc3troyed 
this sugar sBason, will he take v;hatcv-er 
action be consider_, advi:~ablo with <:t view 
to-

(a) Securing for 
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Bundabcrg dietillerv and anv other dis­
tillery to make r)mver alcohol from 
rno1asse3 '? 

(b) ·The erection of distilleries in con­
nection •.-.·ith the Government Contra! 
Nlills RO that molasses 1nav be con­
verted into power alcohol?"· 

The PREMIER replied-
" The Government will a~sist in eYery 

way pov~iblc. rrhc Comrnon W<?nlth Go­
vernment, ho\VCV{~r, controls rb~ manu­
facture <Jf alcohol, and dctNminos th,, 
conditions relating to denaturation." 

NUMBER OF CHILDRE:<f DI~CHAHGED FHOAI 
STATE CoNTROL. 

Nlr. T. R. RODERTS CEast Toowoombu) 
.-JOked the Homo Secretary-

" "What is the total nnml.wr of children 
discharged from State contwl during­
period 1st July, 1921. to 30th June, 1922 
-(a) Having reached age of fourteen 
years; (b) at reque' t of parent or 
guardian; (c) on rccornnlelldation of 
Controller of StrttP children for, in his 
opinion, being adequately maintained?" 

Thc HOME SI~CRETAR'." (Ilon. W 
. ·'>lcCormack, Cairns) replied-

" The inforn1ation j, being obtained." 

REVISION oF ELECTORAL RoLLS. 

lloN. W. H. B"\RNES (lJulimlw), wilhout 
notice, asked the Home Secretary-

,, Have an;v steps been taken b.v hint to 
instruct the police to g-o throug-h the 
various electorate, to sc'C thd thP rolls 
arc brought up to date?" 

(( ;overnment laughter.) 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W 
.:VkCormack, Ca£rns) rq1lied-

" No iJ?struction has bc•cn giYcn by n1P. 

because I do not ag-ree with thP hon. 
gentleman's _prophecy thai there will be• 
an early electi<Jn," 

I Laughter.) 

PAPER. 

The fol!o,.-·ing paper \\a, la,i·d on the btble, 
t ne! ordered to bo printed :-

Return t<J an Order showin::; tlw total 
nm{)unt of retrospcctlvo rents col­
kctod from all wurces during the laot 
financial year. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. VOWLES (J) tlby): I de· ire to raise a 
·<pwstiou of privilege. During the proceod­
mg-s of the Honse last Friclav, after the 
Minister in Charge of State Enterpri-,os had 
rcpliccl to a question b:;- me, I said-

,, I would like to know whether the 
hon. gentl.en1an is {"Iltit.lcd. in replying 
to a question, to cast a reflection on the 
hem. member asking the question?" 

lo which you, Mr. Speaker, replied-
" I did not hear the Minister cast any 

reflection on the hon. member." 

.:\ov.-, I have here a copy of "IIansard"-a 
part <Jf the records of this House-in which 
the Minister is reported, in the cource of his 
reply to my question, to this effect-

" Therc would be no advantage to the 

community in the State recmvmg a little 
extra income tax if such \vere accom~ 
panied by the exploitation of the people 
by private enterprise, as desired by the 
hon. rucmbcr.'' 

I submit that that is a reflection on an hon. 
member of the House, and, as a question of 
privilege, I raise the point whether it should 
remain on thB records of the House. At the 
1 ime I a' ked your ruling, l\1r. Speaker, and 
vou said vou did not lwa.r the romark. l 
;lOW ask y"our ruling. 

The SPEAKER: I did not boar the 
:Minister use the words of which the hon. 
member complained, but, after perusing 
"!-Ian:-ard," I think thnt a reflection WLh 

cast upon him, and, had I heard it at the 
time, I certainly would hctvc a_;kecl tlw 
~\Iinistcr to withdraw. The occasion for 
doing so, however, has now pas.:ied. 

Mr. VoWLI\S: I raised the quc,,tion at the 
time. " Hansard" shows that. 

The SPEAKER: That is so. At the time 
I certainlv did not hear the words of which 
the hon. member complained. and I saicl rrt 
the time that I had not. lLtd I hoard them, 
I woulcl have asked the JHinister to with­
draw . 

Ho"'. \Y. FORGAN S~liTH (Jiarkay): In 
replying to the qucc,tion I did not desire 
to cast anv aspPrsion on the hon. n10Jnbcr. 
~Iv intenti-on will be ettsily nndcntoocl by a 
pc.rusal of the que· tion and the . given 
thereto. In the body of rns questwn he,.,. 
rrtC'mbcr af:ked "·hoth-f'r, \Yhf'n private entPr­
prisc c:~rried on certain. acti-viticf, the. State· 
did not receive a certain a.rnonnt. o.f 1n~onJe 
tax. In the body of m:" reply I pomted out 
that it would be of no <. !vantage to the 
con1munity to rPcrivc a ljttle in income ~ax 
if that \\;ere paid b~- companies e';ploitmg­
the <'0!"!1D1ttni.ty, and therrr'~Y b~ing ena~lc<{ 
tu pay ~uch Incmne t n x. I LlH t 1~ the logwa 
conc1n~ lon. 

Th<• SP8AKER: Orcle" l 

HoN. \Y. FORGAX Si~IITH:. I had no 
lntention of c<::.stiug rrny ''PCfSlDtl on the 
hon. gcntlc•nlnll1 S honour. 

PERSONAL EXPL,.\NATION. 

Mr. FRY (Jlmifp•1): I clcsiro. '"ith th<· 
perlnis~ion of the I-Iousc. to 1nake a per.;onal 
C"'\ planation. 

The S?K\KB~I{,: Is it the pleas~uc_ of the 
House that. the hon. member for J'-.uplpa tlP 
allowed to make a por ,onal cxplanat10n. 

HOXOURABLE :ME>JBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FRY: On p ,go 168 of "Ha':,,arcl" of 
11th July, speaking on the Addrf"·S 1n Reply, 
I am reported to have said-

" I have in mv possession a copy of 
the authority fo~ the One Big union 
'nitton bv "<Jack C:ailr.' who is ~Tr. 
Ernest H.-Lane, rllld l'di!ed b~' the Hon. 
,J. Hrmlon, formerly a nwmb<'r of the 
L:pper House of Queensland." 

That should read-
" V\Tith an intl'oduction l>v the Hon. 

W. R. Crampton, M.L.C." . 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY';: That is an 
addition, not a correction. 

Mr. Fry.] 
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FACTORIES A:\'D SHOPS ACTS A:\J:END­
l\IEl\'1' BILL. 

INITIATIOX. 

HoN. W. FORGAK S:YllTH (Jiackuy): I 
lllOVC-

" That the House will, at it- nc·d 
sitting, resolve itself into a Co~111nittee 
of the \Vhole to consider of the dcsirrrble­
ness of introducing et Bill to amend the 
Factories a.· d Shot" Acts, 1900 to 1920, in 
a certain rwrtirular." 

Question put and passed. 

CAIRNS HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER 
INVESTIGATION BOAH.D BILL. 

IXITUTION. 

lioN. W. FORGAN S:\UTH (Jlucl.uy): I 
rnovc-

"That the H ouso will, at its next. 
sitting, re olvo itself iuto a ConLnittee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Biil to co;;st:tute 
the Cairns Hydro-Electric Power Im·esci­
gation Board and to define it. powers 
and d:1tios, and for other incidental pur­
poses." 

i:,]uc-tion put and passed. 

PRBiL\RY PRODU'EH.S' OH.GAXISA­
TION BILL. 

SECOXD READlNG--RESUl\IPTI0:-1 OF DEBATE. 

:\h. 2\0TT (Strmlcy) : I desire to emb,·ace 
the oppmtuniiy of spPakiHg on this B1ll, 
y,,hich \vas or1giuatc'd by the l)rPnl.ier w1th 
the oxrHes:3 purpo'·>:- of placing thl: farrners 
iu a prospprous position. I think there can 
be no quc·t:on m the rninde of hon. 
member in this Honoe that there at the 
prcsc,;t titne. n Vl'l'Y great ncCl'S~ity 1or 
legislative considcrat 1011 to be giYen to the 
pnmary l)lOLluc ;rr tl1ronglwnt Qn:~c·n<aad, 
on account of the strait.') the-.~ 
have been in dur.i.llg past couple ovf 
year~ at lctt::;t, Tlh~l'C' is Lo ·doubt that for a 
nun1bor of years pa:::t a great dt..)al has lh'f' 1 

cx:per'tod, a ·1d a great de~, 1 ha:l b( PTJ done 
in conrwction 'vith co-opl·ration. The co­
operative otgnnisJ.tion::; now in oxi::JtCllCO, 
1.d1,:ther detJJ rr. \vith fruitgrowlllg, daJI',\ ,;:Jg, 

or sugar-grO\·.'Ilig, han~ done a tn:.ncndou· 
an1ount of good in t1w pa.-;t, and thPy wore 
ccrta inlv Oll the L vc of accor11plishi g a grPat 
d(~al lll;Jrc, e~llocial:~~ if logi;:;lation had bL·l~n 
iLtroduccd to auw d tho Co-op,_~rc-:Lt~Yo ..:-\gri­
cultural l'roJucfon Act. Tl1c1·e is no 4LLOS­

tion that primary produc!l'rs ha.n• been very 
considerably hampered of htte years, 
ally in re:--pc'ct of 1narketing 
Earlier in this dQbate. hon. n1crnbers on 
ihis sit.!o of the llou'c have moctio:JCd the 
inforn1ation that ha~ been gail!cU and the 
work that has bo•cn done b' ;\h. C. D. E. 
J\.Lcars, of Kow Sol_lth \YalCs, in connccfon 
with co-opcn~t!vc nwrkcting. )-Je:Ition has 
also bron n1ade of th(l effort.:, n1adP b-- J\Ir. 
Goodfcllow, 1nanaging director of th2~ ='Jew 
Zealand D<1ir.vi g Co-op(~rativ(~ Orgnn]satio 1, 

LJ secn1·c lnfonnat:on on tl-:C' qnc;::;tioll of thP 
ncce;,,.,}t~- of i nproving cond~tions of nHlrkct­
ing from in lividual" ~ltuatnd in To 1e:v ~tre-~·t. 
Mr. Goodsir, managing director of Messrs. 
\Ycc!del a!lll Co .. a weil-known Toolcy-stre ' 
firm, sa~. :i-

" The pm ch>LSlc b.v tho G m·crnment of 
a whole seilson's output of butter, or 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

choose, from Auotralia or New Ze~lan?, 
or Argentine, at an all-rr'und pnce m 
each caso has put ideas into the minds 
of producers which are likely to bear 
fruit in the future, in the direction of 
securing some sort of general supervision 
in each conntry over tho standardifation 
of grade.: or quality, identity in tf'rms 
of sa:e, regulation of shipments, and 
approximation of selling price, ali of 
which mnot inevitrth~v tend to t.ho weld­
ing of ea.c_h countr;v;S cxrvn·t trade into 
a h<nmonions whole-possibl after the 
fashion of the Danish butt 'r trade, which 
is st<·icth controlled bv the consent of the 
shippers' for the gc>riCral good rather 
than in the ir,torest of the individuals. 

"lJnl<''·' trn.ders anticipate such 
-developments and prepare th(·mseh·es to­
meet them. they mav find themselves 
sooner or later ·etrandod on the quick­
sands of lost opportunities. Already the 
co-operative idea has secm·ct.! a firm hold 
in most of the ovcrsca "ources of supply. 
It is already knocking <~t the door of the 
homo markets-indeed. ha, already 
advanced a font over the thre,hold, and 
it is doubtful if ever !he door can be 
clo",C\1 against co1nbinatiou~in the dis­
tribution as well as in production­
which is one of th0 aims of the co-opera­
tive movPmeut. \Vould it not bo far 
better for the existing trat.!ing- interc,ts 
to 'York together for an all-I:Gund sim­
plifintion and betLrrnc Ji; of rncthc·ds 
bv mutual consent. rather than wait for 
th · inevitable conflict ·,, ith the spirit of 
the new :tgo aR cmbodipd in co-opera­
tion?" 

Not only have t'l8 co-operative people in 
Au>tralia and N<'' ;:,,aland, who have been 
to Enr0po n}[tking inquirir into these 
mattPrs, recognised thr:t therP rrtnst bo a 
coc.)idcr,lble iruproYCincnt in m.Prketiug con­
d1tiono:o. bu' a]:3o th0 fin11:. iy1 To l0v street, 
'vho hav·~ been cntntr>etc~d ·,. it.lt the ~bu;--;inC's<:, 
for a long lJPriod ~tnd l'CJll'C~~,nt n large 
amount of capital. that there ic. 
an v arnonnt of roe m for in the 
n_ :rkcting of our prodnce ove1·r-e s. \\..,.e hE·ar 
nuitc a lot abDnt the priu' Df Amtralian and 
New Zcnla1:d b·ltter ns cornpnred \Yith the 
price of Dani~.h ~,utt{'r, but e hC'nr very 
little so far as eh<'""'' is cnncr•rncd. lt is 
iuh,rc,ting to net._: t1n.t on 6th 7Ja-· lost the, 
]ll'irc of "\.u tJ"llinJJ ancl )Jew ZFJar;d cheesP, 
on the London markf't, >sas from 72ti. to 
74s. per C\\t .. "·h!lc chec n lT":a-lc in GrPat 
Drit,in "''" s<>lling o'J that date at from 130s. 

140~. p'r c 't. Th"t ~h·-)-,- a rnsrgin 0f 
lOO per Cf~''t. a~ainst the ... \ustrnlian 

nnd ~C\V ?:c1land chc( se, l1ieh indiratcs 
that the (jna:ity and ,grn-di~2l of the Aus­
tralian nnd ::\""C'<.\' ZnnJnnd dH'C'SL' IJlUSt bo 
very inft'r:or) anJ. that something is radi­
cally wrong in the 1narkcting of it. Certainl~Y, 
\V'! hear that one cf tl~e rc-t nn-; ~ lr- the 
Dan1~h farnl{ , such a bi::h pric~e for 
hi,~ l"mttr:or i~ thn.t ntCrcha· t over there 
kr..o', thr prrT.Jlt~ n~ady to ptty a 
high prico for tlwt of b1·tt--r. kno\ving 
i",- quo litv: it me that. •.:ith 
prcpPr Inn n-1uch higher 
pric0~ rould bP onr A nctJralian 
product.'. It :s Yr'l'.V a pparcnt th'l t the 
prc~nnt. rnnr1n,ting Prrangen1cnts need 
liTl}li·ovJPg. Tht~ g-c~"'t1eJncn rcpre8eni.ing 
co-cpcrative d-Iort han• eo .lC to the conclu­
sion that at the prc cnt tirnc it mav not be 
quite possible-althoug-h it is deeirablo-fm· 
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co-operative companies to d,, t.bo whole of 
the distribution. Thcv eunsi<:C'r th>tt a vcrv 
great irnprovomcnt rn,ight br_• brmq~ht abou't 
by using the service'..-.; of private concC'rns. 
vvhich ha vo been cstn bli..: ;1ed for s:_) rnanv 
years in Toolr ,- street, as di t1·ibuting agent~ 
for their products. 

\Yhon the hon. mernb0r fo1~ "\Ynn\·ick 1vas 
speaking on tho sccoLJ rC'ading of thit> I3il1 
ho remarked that oven· lv-n. member v•:ould 
vote a.ccordinc" to the~" di(·tatc, of hjs OY,'11 

conscience, and I haY<' nu doubt that that 
will ha ppcn. The Bill wa' forcshado·vcd by 
the PrPinier in his Lnicllov and Lo1vood 
speeches, when he visit{·d tho' c farming con­
stituencies. I haJ tbo pk1sure of li.~tening 
to thtl hon. gentleman v. hen he spoke at 
Lowood, and -incc that J<il,ht I lmvo been 
anxiously '"~aiting to hc1r \Yhat v; as going 
to he bis next nlOYC', and -, ondcrin~~ vvhen..he 
\vas going to c~dl a rncc·ting to inaugurate the 
sclwm~ which, at that dote. he :·aid the 
Labour parts wero intending to brin,'f in, 
though, porhap,, tlwy had been ''lm8\Yhat 

dilatory in rr~-£"ard ~.o tho n1attcr. 
[4 p.m.] In dne tirrw I noticed. acr'Jrd-

ing to the l'r,, ·. that. the Secre­
tary for Agricult'li'C' b.td .·Jent inYitations to 
a ntuubPr of co-opern.hvL' dnir~-ing assucia­
tiGns. I was hoping tl~at cur a~· ociation at 
rroogoolawah -, onJd h~lYC lwen the J'(',•ipicnt. 
of such an invitation, bnt the- invit Ltion di(1 
not cventuatt'. l(no.,·ing th·t th' rne-ting 
\Yas to t ko place on a CC'l'tain date, I made 
it mv busincH to be i~1 Bl'1sb'tne in order to 
be ];recent, if "ible, and assist in the 
organisation of scheme. or do nn good 
that I could, !n h:)pl' of bl·iuglng in sornc~-
thing for tho betkormcnt of Otwcnoland. On 
making inquiry I fonnd thUt there wa:s i1 

rnn-:our th._~,"t thD Prcn1icT did want 
Country party rncn1ber:' tJ " lnltt in. 

The S=cRE1'.\RY FOR H.ArL WAYR: That is not 
correct. 

l\lr. NOTT : I made inquiries, and eventu­
ally the priv-"to secretary of the Premier 
wa' communicated with b.- tdophono. As a 
result of that telephone m(· .. sage, I was given 
to n ,d,,r,hnd that the Premi('l" did not 
\Yi::;h C'ountry party n1ern:;er::i to " butt in'~ us 
politicians. 

The SECR'TARY FOR H..ULWAY;o: Xot as 
politicians. 

Mr. ~OTT: I was prcpa,rod to go to that 
meeting at an:,- cost, and I went there claim­
ing to bo the represc.1tativ-e of the 'l'oogoo-
1awah \ssociation. I liste-ned attentiYelv 
during the whole of the dc;bate to the unfold-
ing of the and I "!m took part in 
the appoir:tmcnt a condf~n;,cd rn11k repl~c-
scntati' e on the boa rcl. The method of the 
Pr0micr in forcing the election of the various 
members of that bonrd by r<'prcoontativos 
at the rneotin;; ha:;; been ~om(n>: bat qucp,tion0d. 
and ;1, nun1bcr of peo11le SCPln to con ,ider that 
the hon. gcnt.lemon w 'too precipitate. Once 
the Premier hRd decided to launch this scheme, 
I pc1· ,on ally do not bla.,w him ior forcing the 
matter oa , ,ith all speed, as after it was 
deci·dPd to inrruguratr~ it. quic1~ fi-Ction \vas to 
be comn1cnded, c:>pPcialJy ccnsidering the 
dv,pera to straits of the pri'11ary producprs 
througlwut C(nC'cns1and. But ,yhother tho 
Pr·, m=nr aclont0rl. 0xnctl~7 thP right Pchrrnr~ 
for giving relief to the fllrmers is, I think, 
open to one~tion. Since \Ye opened the 
session '·'" Pave !wen told that there will be 
an gn1Pnd 111Pnt of th0 Land Tax Act brought 
forvv'clrd, and we hnvc b00n told th0 dirf'c­
tions the amendments will take. Not only 

that, but the whole of the Government's 
programme seems to me to indicate that the 
Administration recognise that they have been 
making a rnista.ke in regard to their legisla­
tion and administration, so far as the pros­
perity of Queenslnnd is concerned, during 
the past six years. A dc;putation from the 
Country party waited on the Premier, when 
he expressed a wish that V/O would allow 
" the dead past to burv its dead," and he 
alw expressed that wisl! again at the confer­
''"'" at which the provisional Council of 
Agriculture was jnauguratPd. That certainly 
goe'l to show that the Premier at least, if not 
ev-ery individual member of his party, is 
aware that he has been making mistakes. 
There is one thing in regard to the inaugura­
tion of this scheme which is VNY intore~ting 
to me: that is, the three different bodies 
which the Government arc going to create 
to carry out the scheme are practically the 
same as the three bodies which we have 
started and are conducting in connection with 
the, Prim11rv Producers' Union. But thoro 
is one very '!Jig difference between the three 
bodies which it is proposed to establish under 
this scheme and those created bv the Primary 
Producers' Union. In the Primary Pro­
ducers' Union we ahn at and endea~onr to 
do our utmost to keep out outside inter­
fNence. In the case of this provisional 
Council I regret to sec that t.he Prcrnif'r is 
JJot takin!l" preccntions to sec that onlv those 
octnalJ,~ interested in the vnrious industries 
haYo a· say, whilst be has taken a great deal 
of pains to sec that the present Administra­
tion are very strongly represented on the 
provisional Council. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The'' have to find a good 
deal of money, and ought to be represented. 

Mr. ::\OTT: If the scheme has been inaugu­
rated with the idea of making political 
capital out of it, that is a groat mistake. 
The method of appointing organiser, to go 
out into the various electorates and form 
associations wherever thcJ can might bo 
allm·,'cd to stand, and. if the Government 
can build on that by adopting the procedure 
of the present co-operatiYc butter factories 
and the diff<erent industrial as·ociations I 
think the scheme will do a great deal' of 
good, so far as tho primary producers are 
concerned, and in a much shotter timo than 
it otherwise would. 

I do not sec hov an,-bodv can think that 
this schPme is going to he 'inaugurated and 
in Y:orking order for an--;·thing under tv,~clvo 
to eighteen months. I dare say a good many 
hon. members opposite know a good deal 
abont organising the ~nclu~tr1al '' orkers. 
·well, tho organisation of industrial workers 
ls a very different propo ition to the organisa­
tion of pri1naey producers :1nd varions tvpes 
of farmers. Then, ag·nin. the rc,ponc,ibiliti<"' 
of thP"e people have a very fund'lmcntal 
bearing- npon tho possibilit of succe,,,fully 
organising them. The artisan v.-ho w,Jrks at 
:::on1e trade or ca1ljng receiYes his r0g:.tlar 
ptt:nT!_enh~. c:1na his savings arc put into n. 
~~!Yiugs bnnk. In th<J evr•nt of '•-omething 
hapncning to disturb tho industry in •··hich 
he. i_s engagPd, or in the cvoPt nf g disputo 
ans1ng, that man can pnt on his hat and coat 
and wa]k out. I--Iis savinr.:;;s ::1·0 q11ito intact 
in the bank7 and he can nlo\·o fr0n1 ono pnrt 
of tho Stato to nother :ithout an:' trouble, 
and he can easily withdra1v his 'tvinzs if he 
w1she3 to do so. It i d1ff"L'cnt tvith the 
farm0r. The f~rmer~s savinp;s nrc roprc-

'1tl'd b:v his hnproYcr."~"J~i ... to hi_-: Iancl. !"To 
cannot remove from his farn1 and go to 

Mr. ,Vott.] 
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another part of the State. Ho has to remain 
there. There is thus a great difference 
between the primary producer and the 
artisan, and it will be soon that there is a 
great difference between organising the two 
men. The farmer cannot leave his farm and 
chance what he gets from the market with­
out, perhaps, chancing- ahnost ruination. 
Had the Premier started out with th· exist­
ing organisation of co~oporativo con1panie<; 
as a basis, not only would he have saved the 
time necessary for building up the organisa­
tion, but ho would have had a great deal 
more money to spend. It is proposed to 
spend from £25,000 to £30,000 per annum 
on this scheme, and that mone',' could have 
h·on u•.efull:;- expended in connection ·o,·ith 
the Department of Agriculture. It could 
have boon spent in other ,., ays to bring about 
a great deal of efficiency, because there is 
no doubt that a more immediate knowledge 
could be obtai nod from the Dopartrnont of 
Agriculture. This, hitherto, has boon the 
Cindercll~ o-f the dcpartrn(:nt". and it has 
remained so for many J ,;a.rs. I only regret 
that tho present Administration-just the 
samo n .. s provions Administrations-have not 
soon fit to recognise the princess and lift 
her and clothe her with the status of a 
princess. ,The Department of Agriculture 
has some very good ofticcrs, but they have 
IlC'Yer been ginm 11n opportunity to show 
what they can do. Ono of their succe,-sful 
av0nues of opctation -,,as in the direction of 
the revivification of Pxh,msted lands for 
banana culture. 'They have met with great 
succe's in that particular lino, although in 
maw.- other linos the7 have been very lax in 
procuring essential information. Take the 
caee of tick fever or redwater. I do not think 
they have any up-to-date means of kno--l'ing 
what is the best treatment for redwator. 
ln fact, I do not think the oHicers of the 
depa.rtm0nt arc in agTcoJnent ~1mong them­
solves as to what is the correct policy to pur­
sue in regard to the eradication of the tick­
whot11er it i, better to have partially dean 
areas established, or to cloan the ticks right 
out. I think that more money >hould be madp 
available for some of th0s0 things, and it 
would be of Ycry material benefit to the 
State. It may be asked, " Can we trust the 
present Government with the adrninistntion 
of such a Bill as i'~ befo1·e the House at the 
prr ;;ent time?" It sE',;ms to me, fror.'l our 
experience of their administration during the 
past six or seven year·, that ',\e cannot trust 
them. 

Mr. CoLLINS : Why stress the pa ,,t six or 
seven years :' Why not go back thirty years? 

Mr. NOTT: It has not been in operation 
that. long. flo\vcver, we ha vo had a gr-ab 
,deal of dispute with the present Administra­
tion in theso n1attcrs, and '.ve hPvo ha·d the 
spectacle of tho treatment accorded by them 
to the fruitgrowers, the cattle-raisers, and 
the dairy f·TJ'lncrs, at a tirne \Yhen the:; \.YCro 
endeavouring to n1akc ends meet. They 
applied for relief, and in n1any cnses we 
found that, imtoad of being helpc J, they 
were hampered by the prpsent AdmiEistration 
in those industries. During t1L' past ::-ix 
ve.ars this Administ.ratjon h.·L:~ done nothi!lg 
to encourage tht> man on the land to trust 
them with tho admini·tration of the Bill that 
wo are no-..v consid0ring. The 8cereta.ry for 
Agriculture made the staL'mcnt lately that 
th? farmer's business 1nust be rnnunerative, 
and he must have an opportunity of earning 
a competence. We arc g]a.d to hear the 
:Minister make t.hat statement, cspe,.,ially 
when we rememb0r that he made other 

[lllr. Nott. 

remarks not of that nature some considerable 
ti1no ago. \Yhen wo bear the Minister, in 
introducing this Bill, talk about the farrner'e 
lnv:,jno·-"·" being r( n1uncrative, it makes one 
\Yonder how tho hon. g ··ntlt:nan squares his 
ronl[trks ju~t at this particular junct.ure vvith 
hif' previous rmnarks. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTUI!E: VVhat 
roJYJFLrks are thosn? 

~.'It~. KOTT: In r0gard to tho sugg·cstion 
that the Bill should be n garded as a mm­
party ono, I do not t_;( o any_hing 11011-pa.rty 
in it. Do the GonJrwnent set:: that they ar<' 
11ot bri11ging it forward with t.he jdo<t of 
obL"tinin~.;' politic,.l kndc Dr of that 
-.or, 1 I do not think 1temcnts 
1n this r gard can recr;YC Ff'l'ious cori·lidera-

bccatAse We haYP cxpcricnc- d th ir 
1n the pa:.t. For instance, the 

Fr, Illirr did not '\ i h the Countr:,~ part:r 
ntember'i to "butt in." as he terrned it, at tlu' 
1ir~jj, nN'e-t:jug in connection with this pro­
posed. That go( of to ·, ho,,.;,~ that the present 
Labour party wish to cl._,-im all tho kudos 
that n1uv corno fron1 this I_.ill. J?cn,onally, I 
think tl{o prc ent Ad~nini ,tration aro bring-
ing this m·_a~u!·e fur ,'al'll in hop8 th·tt 
t.hcv will be abl0 to us2 lt (o r ;, thon1 to 
attain their socialistic objective. If the Bill 
goes through 1n its pre ·ctJ~-. fonn, \Yithout 
arnendnH'nt. thr;v ha Ye a y, n.' good chancf' 
of doing that. I think it wa~ only one day 
la ,,t week that the ::.\linis-.cr for Agriculture 
said that with the ;,dvcnt of the FP.c\oral 
Labom· v'arty to pow r, ~lw:; would bo ablr 
to go: Fedcrul ~upport for ,, schmnc such as 

and, of conrs,~, if the Bill goes through 
]n prc.·Pnt fonn, there is no doubt that 
that fact will ::nn ble the party to use tho 
Hlen;;;un~ verv n1uch for tf., furtherance of 
their avo\vocl objeci:Yc. 

Several other statPmcnts have been n1ade, 
one of which I \Yi~ h t.o quote as a re, 3011 

for m" statement; that it is foolish for hon. 
fHOlnhZ~rs opposit.~~ hl Px.pect hon .. n1~1nbe~s 
on i"hi., sldc to }Jrli< c lhnt thP•: hnng· 1u thts 
Bill without anv jd0a obtaining political 
advanta!l'O from' it. The for :\Iinc,, 
at thP :&1av Da-.:T .dlnnL'r, 111a..:le a rcnwrk to 
this effect,~"' No.~Y havC' a n1ajority of one 
\Y'O have to 'go ' \Vr.:;, tEttil \YO .have 
a .m~Jority of three, or four .. or ~v~o, a~d w,f; 
VY1ll be ablr to pnt onr policy HhO rhect. 
The hon. member for Bal·r,,o, 1\'Ir. Blllcock, 
during the COP.rsc of his spc0ch on Lh~s Bill 
made f.ome :rcn1arks \vhich, c ;peciall- 1n t.h0 
light of t.he fact that hon. nwmber,. oppc;-.it" 
have claimed that the· Bill is not mtrodurod 
for party purpo•cs, would real!:-. mako the• 
cows smil·'. The hon. mcmher aJd that. the 
scheme of tho Bill was a part of the Soviet 
S\'Stom. \!Vhat more rlo WO ne·ed to show 
that they are det.crmirmrl to use it to that 
crd? I personally think it woul~l be far 
more honest if hon. members oppoSite wonld 
state franklv that thc:7 llL'0.!1 to put the 
nH usure through for t.hat. pu;·posc. The other 
night the hon. nwrnber for GrP'.?;ory, aftt:•r 
baYing heard the ho11. HlCnlLC'r for ~ormanby 
speak, endt'aYourh-1 to Fhow t.hat. the> l:on. 
n1cmbPr could not be i.rust.ed. t:lpeclall~.,. stnce 
hl~ defection fron1 ~he Labour part.y and his 
joining the Coun; :.,: par.y. I an1. ~atisfied 
tL·tt the hon. rnc·mber's att.cmp~s m that. 
dlr ~ tlon arc, h8vjn-; jn:;t, the opposite effect 
from ,,-hat he intends, because the hon. 
member for N'ormanby y;as a Labour sup­
porter fDl· twenty-nine yr,trs and a member 
of the Govcrnmnnt party hero for a ~rcat 
many years. Ho has fought, I believe, 
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·;,,onestly in the interests of t.hc fanning. com­
nlllnity, and he continued ·to do R<l till he 
-came to the conclusiOn thnt th<> conviCtwns 
<Jf all those voars had to bo altered, and. so 
he was compelled to join ano.thor.par~y v.h~ch 
could assist further in the d1Tcct10n m wh1ch 
be was striving for tho bPnefi.t of Queensland. 
In short., the aclministration of the pr·esent 
GoYornment durjng the Ia,_t. six or ;<,even 
-Tear__. has bE'C'!l of sncl1 a nature as t'} forcf' 
that hon. rncmbcr 1-J leave~ the pr.rt.y oppo­
Bito arH1 join the Countl'y pari,_~. 

Mr. COLLINS: I do not agree with the 
hem. member. All work which is useful 
work should be recognised as g·ood work. 
A man who earns his living digging drains to 

It is m7 intention to support the second 
reading of this Bill. 

The SEC"!ET.\RY FOR llAlLWWS: And yet 
ynu call it Sovictism. 

l'd•·. XOTT: I propoc-·e tn do o o" thP 
undentanding that we ~hall have an oppor­
t.nnitv to aJnPnd it in certain wavs to ~:nake 
it :oafc, and, oven if this i, not ;, workable 
scheme in the h:ginning. it v.·ill, at. any rat0, 
he a stflr' -smncthi1·~ thnJ, may f ·c·ntua1ly 
be dcvC'iopcd into a live \Vorking ~cbcmc for 
tbe b"nr,ftt of Queenslnnrl as a Y:hole: and, 
if ]at 'r on \V'O reach the stf'~·e \Vhf're \YB can 
or~<Lnisc the roprcscntatiYP produ-'ing in­
tere:~·is into a largo FPrleral ·f'f1cm~. "·c shall 
have p:ot SOIIlP'.Yh~r0. ( \Yonlcl bavo liked to 
:-.'(' a F'c:dr'ral scheme ln·ought for,y,_ud 1rnmc­
diutc:·y, or cv0n before the State schcrno, 
but the fact ':hat the F0eleral authori\.ics or 
tbo far:mcrs aro unable to get a Fed2ral 
schcrnc going is no rea -::m wh, - \VP ~ 11onld not 
rna kc a ;,L~rt and do w·hat \VC' ran in our own 
Stat0. At lP· st., when \YC ha\·n a v.-orkjng 
schcna: in Quo::nsland \Vf' have all t.h'-3 hcttr·r 
opportunity of compl0tlng n_. Ff'df':ntl schonH' 
that will work pyr•n b0ttcr: and, when WP 
have a co-operative organisatinn v.orking 
fodlntlly, I think wo eha11 b:• able to mnko 
crr;,ncren1cnh=:. 1vitl1 -:\(''iY z{- dand, and ~\'£''-, 

Zc'alaud, in turn, I l:wl;PYC, is Ycry hopeful 
of bcin-:; rtble to n1akc at'rangcmc:nts ·v:ith 
tho ag-·nts ut hotne, 1vhereby "\Ye can get. better 
distribu.tion through i-ho nH:rdwnts of Toolcy 
street than in the na,·t. If tbat vtorc brough/·, 
nhou1-, a vcr~· groat :nJ~'a'lHe of good would 
r~sult. 

It is not n1y intention to occupy th tin1e 
of the Hous·? at any furthf•r long·th, a'ld I 
simply conclude my remarks by appealiur· to 
the :.1inistor fnr the ncccpV nee of amend­
l11C'Il1'-', ",';bich I hope v.-ill go sntn( ~.\H)' to\Yards 
tnaking· the Bill a ROUt r-1, f~c-:fc, and praC'tica 1 
rnC,L·mro. 

Mr. COLLINS (Boz: ''fl): I hayo CO!lW to 
the conclusion, after listening to 1ncn1bers 
of the Opposition, that the mantle of the late 
Sir G0orge Rcid has fallen on thcn1, so 
doubtful am I whether the arc in fa·;our 
of tho Bill or against the Bill. ThPy should 
be straightfor\Varcl and ny what they thin], 
of it. They want organintion for the 
primary produ{ •rs, do thC'_v not? Or ar0 thr> 
primary prnducers so 1vcll organised that 
thev do not want the assistance of Parlia­
tne~t ') I take it that Pari ianlPnt Pxist.~ to 
assist. the• primary producers as. wdl as th' 
1vorkcrs, and I l'Pl1lf'JnbC'r advocating sorne 
years ago~ 1vhE~n I was in Opposltion, t.hat 
the farmers should alwavs bo allied with 
the vyorkcrs, bccaube th"y V wer real workf~l'S 
and did not live on tlw labour of the people, 
but stood over the ploug·h hamllcs thcmselvc, 
and did uecful York, just as thP men in the 
Railway Department or men following other 
occupations. 

:Ylr. Ji'LETCHER: ::\foro SO, 
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make a city clean is doing just 
[4.30 p.m.] as useful work a' the cultivator 

of the soil. I am going to give 
a few reasons why I am supporting the Bill. 
Those rea"ons are-

1. That the hope of the future with all 
classes of workers ·depends on 
organisation; 

2. That this Bill aims at orgamsrng all 
tho·c who are cultivators of the soil; 

3. That the futuro of 1 this State depends 
on getting mon people to settle on 
our lands; 

4. That. to secure that settlement, we 
must have better methods in the 
handling of the crops of the primary 
producer, and sC'curo to hirn a fair 
price for his products; 

5. This Bill will enable those who are 
1nost conC"erned to ha.ve a say in 
fixing the price of their product·,; 

6. This Bill ''ill en' blo the farmer to 
tako the noce·,sary steps to secure a 
just reward for hi:~ labour; 

7. This Bill will not bring in the mil­
lennium as \VP can onlv advance 
one ste~ at a tinw; ~ 

8. TIE' Bill is evolutionary, and, as time 
rolls on and cxpcrienon is gained, 
will, I haYO no doubt, require amond­
nlcnt; 

9. :C'doro attention will have to bo giYen 
to the question of financial assist­
ar.co to the nuLn on the land; 

10. 'I'he introduction of the Bill shows an 
oarnect desire to do something to 
U·'ist the man on the land. 

r find that those ten reasons arc in accord 
with clans0 6 of the Bill, pnragraph (vi.) of 
which reads-

" Securing· addltjnnal rnarkt!t~ for thP 
dispos,•.] of nrodure 'md improved moans 
of distribution''; 

and paragraph (vii.)-
" Studyh1g n1arkets; <tCcumulating data 

regarding rnarkoting proc0sscs and costs; 
dissm11inatinq aCf'llratc n1nrkct informa­
tion; and cl'irr,jnating \Va:;;:tc and unncct"S­
sary n1arkcting expenses." 

I am satisfied that the tomato-growers and 
fruitv.rovver~ around Bov..-cn 1vil1 welcome this 
particular nwasure. \Ye notice in the papers 
that, owing- i o th0 fact that they ha, ye over­
supplied the Svdnev market. thpc- have 
recei vcd a very iow priro for their p.roducts. 
In fact, the p~·icc n1entioncd on more 
than on,J ~ occns1on 1vould hardlv reim­
burse th0m for the cost of eonding the 
fruit to S,dney. That was not benuse the 
people of Sydney did not require tomatoe;, 
but was owing to th0 bet that there wac not 
a proper organi' ation to 'f'C that thr market 
•.:as kept propNly supplied, and thus enable 
the farmers to be naid for their labour. 
Ko one v'·,lnts to sec fllrnH~rs RPnding tomatoes 
or other fruits long disbnecs <tnd not getting­
a just return for their labour. I am sati.;fied 
that this Bill will meet with support from 
rnemb0rs on thi.; side of the House. 

The hon. memher for Stanlev. vho has 
ju~t resnn1('.d his spat, TC'ferrrd t~ S'oYiC'tiRm, 
nnttonH llRation. and s.ocialisation. I arn 
sati:~fiecl that the farmers do not care whether 

Jlr. Collins.l 
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it is given the name of Soyictisrn, nationalisa­
tion, .::ociah:::;ailon, or anythiug ebc. so long 
a8 tht!y arc f;OHlg to benefit. \Vhou ;:pca,king 
on the Regulation of Sngar Cane Price~J Act 
Amendment Bill la~t · C'~::,iou, 1 pointed out 
that a Soviet \Vas at work downstairs "\Yherc 
we h d the rcprcsentati.-cs from the ·differem 
sugar di;,tr1cts recornrnending arne·1drnonts 
in connection \vith that n1easure. Do you 
think that growers ar0 \Vorryiug about Y.'hat 
narnc you are likely to call an organisatio.p_ 
or a Bill introduced into this Hou ,c I The 
sugar-gro\vcrs vvho s::tt in the caucus roorn­
a very gocd roorn for thL'nr to sit in, boc:aus:), 
more th>tn likely, they got .oome in,piration 
there which resulted in some of the ra-dical 
ideas which htter appeared in the proposals 
thC'y put in the anlcndcd mettsurc-w-)rO 
not worrying about the name of the Bill; 
all they vvero worrying about was tho socur~ 
iug of a better rew-nrd for tbcir labour. I 
do not intend to detain th" House. because 
tny attitude on thi, qur',;bon is \Yell knovvn. 
Sornc SG-\' that this i~ not in accord \vith our 
platform. I ,a:;- it is, and that is the reason 
I am going to support it. Anything that 
ha,s in it the welfare of mankind is in accord 
with our platform, because our platform is 
based on very broad lines. L'ndcr the hcad­
in(r of "EncOuran·c'nlcnt to Agriculture'' we 
h~~-e .v-vcral phnl<s dealing '·ith agriculture. 
I hope in the future we ,lutll be able to do 
something for the man on the land, the sanw 
as wo luvo done in the past. 

J\Ir. CLAYTOK (1\'irlr Jiuy): T intend to 
support the second r0ading of this Bill. J 
sincerely hope the Minister will see his way 
to accept r;,,asonablc an1cnclrncnts fron1 this 
side, bc<:ause arncnrhncnt:3 brought forward 
frorn thjs side Y1 ill ror1P fron1 n1011 who have 
practical experience in fanning. and in n1any 
instances have been succes::'ful ·in their occu­
pation. W o heard thc othc·r night an admis­
sion by the hon. mcmbce for Barcoo tha.t 
thoro \~-e-re weaknesses in the Bill. I ronsider 
thc"e arc. Goingo thJ'Oll'\'h the Bill. I find it 
rathn d'ffercnt to what I cxpect,,d it \voukl 
be aftrr having heard the Premier's spcceh 
at Laidle-.·. I think th' hon. g·cntlcman \vill 
find that the farmer, are goir1g to bn very 
difficult to orp-anise. \Ye ha,-e been organi · 
ing among·t them for a coi>sidera blc numbo· 
of year-,) ,~tnd they are not a~ C'')SY to orga-ni~c 
as arc the- men ,~;·ho are enga~cd in tho tovn1g 
and citi0s. On all occa . .-ion~ I have advo­
cntf'd organisation amongst tht' farn1ers. I 
think it is their dutv to unite as far as 
po;,ible. They will get much greater bPnc­
fits than they would if thcv continue the 
independent ~ttitqcle d1ey h,{v,• been adopt­
ing. Many a time I have pointed out to 
them the bendits the industrialists have 
gained a,, the result of unionism. and have 
pointed cut that, were they to unite. they 
would improv0 their position materially. I 
think the organisation which was carried on 
among:;:t. thQ ·farmers prior to the last e]c,tion 
demonstrated that thPv have done something 
to improve their nosition. That is sho,,~n 
bv the fact that thPv have eo manv repre­
s0ntative' on this side of the House. looking 
after their interests. 

A g-rcot de a 1 has been said this session 
r<='gording prin1nrv production and organisa~ 
tion. The d;ocu-sion this year is in striking 
contrnot tn that ,,-hirh has taken place in 
this Cha~bnr dnrin<:; tho Jaot -even years. 
I am inclined to think that, \dwn the G0vrrn­
m0nt ha,d a maiorib· of enme\dwre ahont 
twenty-four members,· thev rlid not take into 

[Jlh·. f:ollins. 

consideration the noccssitv for doing what 
they are now attcn1pting 'to do for tile ruan 
on the land. But their majority hao now 
been reduced to onP, and the·: fcd thllv ha 1·c 

lost the up port of the induotriaii, ts, ,-~; the,· 
are tr2, ing to do SOlDl~thing to gain suppod. 
from the farnwrs. Tho farrncr, hovvevcr, 1:, 
not going to be gulled as he has bPcn in thl' 
past. 1-!is success. lies in ha\·inr:r a GoYeru­
mr:mt with the policy a1;d plat.torm ui the 
Country party. To prove that in the pasi 
the Go,-ernmcnt haYc neglected the men 011 

the land, we h>t vc in the repmt of the pro 
ocoding~ at the dairy confc-rcnec tho Premict 
making use of these worch,-

"Agriculturc \vas almost stao·nant at 
the present time, and had beo~ so for 
years.'' 

The hon. gentleman wont on to say-
'· He wa· well aware that there were 

certain factors that had hampered agri­
cultural dm-clopment in recent y8ar.'." 

Further on he said-
" But it was not to b-· wondered at 

that land settlement was proceeding 
slowly when one realised the unsatis­
factory conditions exi~ting in the agri­
cultural industry in Queensland. While 
n1cn who were on the land considt'red 
themseh-es not sufficicntlv rcmnncratcd­
while the people in nn:,,J districts con­
sidered themsdH'' neglected, and there 
wa, a general atn1osphcre leading to the 
impression that there was no f'ncouragc~ 
mcnt for a man to go on the land-there 
\'\"'ould be no great progrE:..~,,_, to\vards the 
extension of rural industries." 

There you have the Premier', admission 
th>tt during the seven years the Government 
have been in PO\' er th•'. hav; nr'; lerc'<l thc 
man on thP lend. He stah' th<•rc that the 
reason WP haYc not hr_d the dPvf·lopn1cnt WC' 
s,honld h ve had is because nothing has been 
eo"~{' to cause a n1an to go on th.e land and 
stay there .. 

As thc re-ult of the redistribution of the 
electoral seats, three nc\\· electorates h:'YC 
been created in the ldctropolitan area. That 
goes to show that the Government, have b•·en 
legislating for tho man in the cib--not for 
the n1an on th,_, land-and conscqueEt1y the 
drift of the p0]1Ulation h"s br-cn fro:11 the 
country to thn city. The Pr.~n1ier, at th0 
dair:v ronfcrcncr) con1plaincd th:lt. tho m.;m 
on th0 land had nnt had a fair deal, rrnd he 
wantecl to a;;::~i~t th '111. I should be v{_~rv 
plC''''"d to assist him in trying to [iet bctte"r 
conditions for the mon on th0 land. I have 
the report of the Queensland :Rntt0r Pool 
C'ommittl'e, of which 1\Tr. \V. Pnrccll was 
chairman. and l\Iessrs. IV. T. IIarri'l and 'I'. 
Flcocl Plunkctt wprP mc'mbcrs. The report 
states-

" The c ale of the surplu' Australian 
bnttcr fwm 1st A llfU't, 1920. to 31st 
March. 1921, hv thP C'ommonwoalth 
Dairy Produce Pool Co:nrnitt,,.c having 
bcon ''ffecterl by reprc'•'ntntiYcs of the 
producers at the rate of 274s. per C\Yt., 
an application \Yas mad0 lF the Queen -
land section of that committee tn thP 
Qur0n~lmHl Prir{~S Co'llml '"·~ionpr for an 
Pqui,·alent price for local sak··." 

If tho producer.' had been givPn consifiNa­
tion. and the Go,·ornment had listonod to 
tho pleadings of hon. m<"nbrrs on this side 
of the ITonso on behalf cf dainmPn at that 
tlmP. thr• Go,~c'1'11'Y'>f•nt \Vnnld not hnve 
allowed the Commicsioncr of Prices to take 
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the stand he did in refusing to allow those 
engagcJ in thE" dairying industry to receive 
the pric0 they should have got for their 
butter. The report further states-

" Had· producers been able to obtain 
the market value of their butter sold 
locally, the pool. of course. would have 
been unn,._,ccssary, and crearn supplier::; 
would not have been comne !led to sa cri-
fice £242,000." · 

Owing to the aC"tion of the Govl'rnnH'l1t in 
allo\vjng the Cornmi~sioner of Prices to bu 
dictated to by the Houscwivc•,-' Association, 
the dairymen of Queensland \\ere comp"llcd 
to forgo an inrrease in the price of butter. 
The Government would not take any notice 
of our pleading-. on behalf of the da;rymcn; 
and can you wonder that tiw dairvmcn have 
loft faith in the GovcrllBH'llt ·: rthe 1'{ p<n·t 
further states, dealing ,,-jth the ~.aerif-icp of 
£242,000-

" That sum repr<:'s<'n!s t h~ loss whieh 
was made by beiug foreed to sdl butter 
in Queensland below its value, basing 
the locally sold butter at 92 points. for 
which grade the Imperial Government 
paid 277,," 

The Secretary for ,\griculturc has stated 
what he is going to do for th<' man on tho 
land; but hjs ron1arks an' ~trange wht'n Olll~ 
considers that when he went au1ong~t the 
industrialists, he said we should produc., for 
use an cl not for profit. l-Ie doe' not talk in 
that strain when he goes amongst the dairy 
farn1ors, and l \Vould like hin1, \VhPn hP get:-'. 
up to reply to the debate on this Bill, to 
give a full explanation of the phmsc "pro­
duction for use and not for profit." \\'c hav 
advi2ory lJOards in cxlf'tcnce at th.,- prc:;cnt 
timP. and, if rncn of cunnnon scnS-'' n re elected 
to them, thev mac· b<> tho means of doing 
son1e good. Such board~ hnvc been in 0Xist­
ence in connection with ]ocnl govc-rnnH-:mt. 
Reproscntatives of local authoriti<'s atteud 
annual conferences in Brisbane. They con1c 
down here from a 11 parts of QuL'f 11shtnd. in 
order to discuss c0rtain important rnatters, 
after wh-ich reKolutionfl arr~ dravn1 up and 
placed before the Hum" S:'CL!tar:-·. hnt tho 
hon. gentleman has not hooded them on vor;· 
many occasions. In fact, he ha'; been 
inclined to ridicule those conf<>rcnces, >trtd 
has not givon them tho a"iotancc that should 
have been giYPn thmn, in so far as he has 
rcfn,cd them the frep railway passc•s allowed 
by rn·eyious GovcrnrnPnts. j \VaR present. at 
a meeting in the J\1inister's romn \Yhcr:! repre­
sentativ-es from a co-operative dair.v, company 
met him in connection "ith cold stmagc·. 
The representatives told the Nlinister that 
they were unanimously of the opinion that 
the cold stores should not be er<:'ctcd at 
Hamilton, because they would not be a pa;·­
ing rDncern there, but he did not heed them 
in any wrty. I sincerely hopo that ho v:ill 
listen to any advice that he may receive 
fron1 men with practical C'xperif nrc in dif­
ferent branches of th,~ avricultural industry 
who mov be elected to the advieon- boards 
or tho Council of Ag!'icclli nrc. I congratu­
late the Govrrnmcnt on bringing- fonrard 
this scheme. It is going- to bc a gco:l one if 
they will take the adYicc we iutoncl to offer 
in conn0ction with itc.; impro\-Cffi"nt. I think 
that the scheme should ~'O further and 
become a Federal ono Tt hns bcnn wg­
gestod that \Ye mnst start snmewlwro. and 
it is just as wen to ~trn·t iu Qttct'~Jf,land. 
Already \%-p, havo advisory bmuds in connec-

tion with the dairying industry. They nave 
stated that probably during drought con­
ditions in QuoPnsland the cost of butter pro­
duction ma;· be in the vicinit,· of 3s. 6d. per 
lb., whon•as in tho Southern States they may 
be cnjo.~ i.ng very good St'ason3. \Vhat is going 
to prevent those States from sending their 
butter up here and depriving Qucon,.]and 
producers of tho market for their butter? If 
\Ye aro united to prevent that sort of thing, 
then some good will come of tho scheme. I 
vv{)uld lik<~ to s~c ns al~dJ unit(•d with Nevv 
Zcala1Jd. \Vc send butter to the London 
1narket. and we are in cornp_-tibon with New 
Zen land there. Engl,md can afford to do 
without Now /';ealand or without Australia, 
and therefore v.-e are in con1pl'tition. If we 
can comP forward with a unitrd frJnt and 
bring Ncv> .Zealand in under this sehemc, I 
thin}( \YC' can both command a YPT? n1uch 
better price for our produce, especially during 
certain s('asons of the year. \Vc can learn a 
lot from New Zealand v-,ith regard to co-opl'ra­
tion. I have hero a ropy of the a.rticles of 
as:-:ociation of the ~cw ~L·aland Co-operative 
Dairy Cornpany, Lin1it:--d. ":hicl! sh~nv that 
tho:v nrc doing a great d<:'ol m New Zealand 
to buiitl up their co-opcr~t1vc ~onc:Tns; and 
\YO rou1d do a lot to assist pru11ary produc­
tion in Queensland if v.cro allm:'cd to 
compe1 the fanners, b~ necessary 1ndu.re-
1nents to takt: shares 111 our co-operative 
dairy' companie''· Clause 11 of thee articles 
of acmciation of the Xc.w _Zealand ,Co-opcra­
tiyc Dairy Company, L1m1ted, rcaas-

. '· Snpplicr members and bona fide 
men1bcrs of tbc companY who arc 
nhf:ady accepted ~)V the ccn111an.~~- as su('h, 
ln ncconliulce \Ylth thcp,(' artH'1c·s. :lnd 
othcl' pcr·~~nl~ dr~sir011s of .l·r:cnming a_nd 
being accC'pted a::< i.l forcs<.nd ft.:;' supplier 
men1 bcr;:; or bona." fide n1~n1 bcrs s.tudl 
be rf'quir0d to h?ld such a n1nnbr r of 
sharf's in thP cap!tal of thE' col?pany as. 
"hall from time to time b0 f1xed and 
determined bv tb~ dircctcJrs in accord­
ance with the· pmvisions contained in the 
subdaus0s of this article:-

(rr) Th,, rlirc,ctor« shft!l •t, such timP 
or times as they ma.y ll1 thc1r B''le dls­
c;·etion think proper fix a standard or 
shndards upon a butter-fat or S';!Ch 
ot.:1er ba"is or base,.; as thPy n1a~v th1nk 
fit for tho pnrpose of dctcJrminating 
and computing- the, number and (?r) 
chss, trroup. or scctwn of 'har0s wlnch 
8hall be hdd from t1mc to bnw by 
such p-;_J.I?tJlicr mL>n1bers, bona fide mern­
bcrs, and (or) other persons as afore­
said, or by nny of therr1." 

I am inclined to think that, if wo adopted 
similar r<I·ticles to thos<'. it "oulcl be for the 
benefit of onr co-operative factoric'::.:., because, 
it \VC conld induce our fnrrners to tnke up 
shares. it would be to their "dYantag-o. At 
th~~~ pl·csC'nt t1m0 th0re ~re _n1any . f'lrmcrs 
supplying. milk to factones m, wh1ch they 
haye no mterost at all. In ;\;ew z,,land 
thc,"T have a stondDrd in ro:nwction with 
butter shares. and. whon a mqn incrc~ases his 
snpplies over the qm1ntit:v supplied the pre­
vious v0ar. he j3 ron1pcllcd. 1f tho directors 
think 'fit. t0 take up :1 further nmnbor of 
shn re~. I ha\·(~ !'f~C'ci n'J n letter frorn the 
SupcrintPnde~1t of tlw i\' e:v . 7-ca I~ nd 9~­
opcra.hve Dany Company, L1m1ted, m \Yincn 
h.; savB-

," The share sta.ndard for huttor-making 
is 70 lb. of butter-fat JWI' £1 shuc, and 
to qualify for the ,_harcholdcrs' bonus of 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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~d. per lb. it is necessary {or the full 
complement of sharn ro bc• hc·ld on this 
basis. No cash payment is required, the 
annual cn1l on tho share:; 1xing n1ct by 
the s.hareholders' bcnms of ~cL por lb 
above referred to. which is r0bcincd until 
such time as all shares hPld bcc{)me fully 
paid. In the ordinary cour~c pa3n1cnt 
is thus ex,\eHded over a period of about 
s1x ;, ears. 

If you Pxtend the payn1r·nt for nnl' ~h;:, re~ 
over ::t period of ~ix yeal's, mul tht• share­
holder is incr'_·a;':ing his snpplic '· you are not 
irrlpu::::i:Eg an:- ha.rdship on that rnan if you 
a,k hirn to tak0 up s.harC's in the ronenrn. 
I understanci this cmnlJ.-ny ha;:, a capital of 
about £1,000,000, whidc has cJ,abled them to 
build up a hLu;e concern ··hl('h i.~ doing a 
vu·-t an1onnt of good for thP rnPn roJUlCC'tcd 
\Vjth it. This con1pany got':-: in for the: rnalJH­
facture of ehN~s~~ a.ntl cascjn, and the\· have 

l'Cllrescntati·n~ at hornc .,,-atc.hinfi' th0ir 
inl·ercsL, and they h1.Y0 a .,~vstPnt when~by 

. they can check anv inferior butter that 
arrives in London, a\·d trace tl1at bnttcr to 
tho fact{)r::, and from tlw factory to the 
ft~ rmer. rrhis has done a. grc:lt d•·a l tO\\'ard·, 
hclplng thctn to n1aint-ain thP position they 
have rcrtuirl'd in thl' homP lnnrkPt. 

Tho Premier. -,hen SJWllkinv. rdC'l'rod to 
tho S·<JCondu.rv iHdustries. That i;;: a tnattcr to 
\vhich we shOuld giv0 n1or. i3erious considera­
tion th;;,n we hayc gh·en up to the present 
tinl2. rrho .,<·eondary indnf'<tric~~ could be 
UuiJt up b co-operation. aR has born proved 
b} the l\lurarrio Ba.con li'netorr. It has 
bOr:1 proved ln connection \Yith thai factory 
~hat the farn1ors can manage their own husi'­
ne;.-, \Vith profit to thernselves. 1t i~ a pa>-ing 
corecrn to-day, and tlw farmers are getting 
out of the concern everything the:: put int{) 
!t The farmers w far have been YE'l'\ snc­
COf;f'Jul in {"')nncction vvith co-npcratiorl. and 
I hope the Government will give them Pver)' 
a, r_:istltnce, both in connection \vith primary 
and sccond~1rv industril1 z>, Fn thnl IVP shall 
lw n 1Jle to Ina.nufactEre nll {lUl' reqnirmnC'nts. 
\V" -hould also have men looking for marKets 
over "·eas, and f was vcr:v plC'a:-:.Pd to note 
~that <lt thP Prernicrs' Cnnfen~nee it was 
decided to send a CorTinli:;:sio!lCl' to thP East 
ro look I{)r markets for rmr prodnds. If \VP 

can '":tablish a market iu tlw E:csr it will 
be a grc,at faetor in tlu., ~nccess of our 
prirn~u:- and secondary indw::.trjC'-. At the 
present tirnc manv of our sr\c·ondar, indu~­
t,ries are hampered by rc:-;.,trictions irl conncr­
tion with the training of :·ouths. I am 
informed that at tlw rrc, 2nt timP, bef{)rC 
c;{)u c •.n get a young fellow into any of these 
institutions, they must emplov no lPss than 
thr~o seniors. If these conditions ar~ allowed 
to continue, ho\v is :it po,-sib](' to huYP our 
young men trained to l>c•conw skilled 
mechanics? An opportunity ehonlcl bo giYen 
to our young Inf'Ti to lcnr11 trades. antl the 
present restrictions should be removed. 

I wmlld like to congratulate the G{)vern· 
mcnt on ·what they h<tve done in connection 
'vith rural schools. Those schools are domg 
n. wonderful lot of goocl, ancl tlwy will be 
th" means of inducing the ffi'"Il <1ll the land 
to stay there. 

'I'll<' SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLn:nE: This is 
not the Address in Reply. 

l'.Tr. CLAYTO:'>J: I was at Childcrs 
n'centlv, and I saw a very fin0 exhibit there 
from o"ne of the rural schools established in 

fJf r. G1 ayton. 

th0 district. These schools will b" the moans 
of inducing tlw young to take a greater 
interest in farm life and to sta:-· on the Lend. 

I have stated, wlwn I have been before 
the farmer·, from time to time, that I wa3 
coming to this Honse to do all I could f~r 
the b ncfit of the man on the land: and, 1f 
thi,, rnen_sure is going to be of bcucflt to 
them then I int;,nd t{) support it, b<'cansC' 
there' is no ,·0etion of thC' C'nrr1n1nnity that 
needs protertiou mol'<' than the man on the 
lond. 

1\fr. vYAHRE:'\ (Jlurrnmlw): I wonld like 
to so'"' at the outset thd I am not going to 
support the Bill in its present fm·m. T.he 
fa nnPrs are not asking for f..uch :1 rncasure1 
and. in looking through the Bill I can see 
no dansc in it that i:-; going to encourage 
co-op0ration. 

·we have C'JITIC t{) tho conclnsion at all 
oEr confcrc:ncc~s that co-operation is going 
tu sltvo the man on the lamL \Ye do not 

think that bci ng tacked. on to 
[5 p.m.] the Departrnent of \gnculture 

"" " S{)l't of sub-bra.nch of the 
clopartnwnt is g{)ing to be an;v good. I look 
npon this n1casun' as nothn1';· rnorc than 
c--;tn tn.xation. and 1 obj; d to extra bxa· 
tim1. 1 ,cJo nd believe thllt my con:-·•itucnts 
{an afford to pay an extra tax. 

'?o1r. 13EBBIXGTON: 1-lc_t..l'. hear! 
Mr. \YARRK": 'rho hon. mem~<'l' f<;r 

Drado:J this afternoon asked tho :VInlFtoy lll 
d1a1:ge of the Bill "~.vhct1H'l" the org~nnscr:-:, 
we-re going t.o {.:hargc a ft C'. 1~hc ~on. gentl\-­
man knows perfectly well that, 1f. a fee " 
chn rge>(t there will be 110 organ1sat1on. 

:\Jc-. BEBBEGTO!'i: '['h<•rc• would bc) no 
n1c1nbcrs. 

:C\h. WAHRE:\: La,t se sion th0 Minister 
rC'iPeh•d a n10asurP that wonld have don0 
1 000 pn cent. more good than thi' Bill i~ 
(vy;:_r 1ikclv to do. ThC' yprv groUJHlworh Ot 

!hP Bill Js wrong. \Vl., ,,:~nt to build up 
hugu ro~operative cot~cerns. \Yt: baYf> got 
Lig co-opcrati \TP ('Oll<'PJTLi at th0 1H~us~'n1 
tin1u. and prcsi't_-ling oYC'r the1~1 Dre_ nH n ';·ho 
iwye acquin~d rea1 hu~inP~~ cauar 1 t:v. Til£'Y 
haYC br""n taught in tlw school of co-qwra­
tion. This Bill wi1l plac0 thn fhcrr' ary for 
.\groculture ove>r those· men. \Vithout a';." 
110r:::onal reflection on th0 hon. gentlen1an 1n 

chargP of tlw Bill. I want to ask him \vhat 
l'clucnt!nn .hP haR had a~ far as ('o-opcr:lhon 
l-:; eor~~crned '! \Vhat big co-oncratiYe btlsi­
nc~s ha•, the hon. g-cntle1nan hcPn in? \Vo 
do not. bY _\et of P<Hii nncnt, m a lee ;~;r~ 
husi.ncsc; cOncerns or bjg businC'S'!> n1C'n. n <­

brPed those meu-wo educate them. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have 

had more t{) do with the co-operative move­
nJcnt than you haYe. 

Mr. WARREN: If there i, any possibility 
of o·cttino- anT o-ood out of this measure, I 
wo~ld like to' g-~t it, but what is the whole 
thing for? It has been said that hon. n:on~­
ber., arc leaving the other sick bec<Luse 1t JS 

a sinking ship. This Bill is si m ply i ?tended 
to ston that leak. It is not brought in 
because hon. gentlemen opposite hav··, 
dc·Yclopcd S{)llle kindl:-· feeling tow· rds the· 
man on the land. Thcv haYC neYer changed. 
ancl could not change;' they \>ere not made 
in the mould of ohangP. Tlw.v Pet simply 
<IC('Ording- to cirrurr,:;tances. They know that 
a dry rot has set in. 

An 0PPOSITIO!'i lH~~IBf.R: \Vlcito ants 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr. WARREN: White ants, as the hon. 
1ncn1bcr says. That is nearly as bad as dry 
rot. Had that dry rot not sC't in, WC' would 
have hoard nothing of this Bill. \Ve have 
seen the messenger bringing letters to the 
Secretary for Agriculture from different 
people. The thi~~g vvas not big enough in 
itsPlf. but ho had to g<:t people to u•nd 
these letters to hin1. The mrn who wrote 
those letters do not know \Yhat 11 clonrllv 
thing this Bj)] is I sa,· there is nobod::, 
with very fc·s exceptions, who ''· tnb this 
Bill. They want somdhinl! wbich will build 
up big co-operative concerns. but the:v do 
not want this monsurc whlch is being foi~tl'd 
on to them. 

I ant to point out sonw of thf' thiccgs 
which this Bill is brought in to de .tl with. 
Fir-t of all. it doe, rot stand for co·opc rntion. 
Clau:3e 6 show~ wh.-,t it. ~tands for. EYery 
item in that C'lausc is sotnPthing· which tho 
DC'parhnent of .A.gricu1tul'C' ought to be doing 
for the people on the land. Tlwre is not 
one thing in the list which should have to 
be done by the people themselves. Yet hon. 
rnmnbC'rR opposit<J ha-ve thP effrontcrv to co1ne 
do,vn and .ask the fnrrncr:-;' representatives to 
.uprJOrt a n1ea~ure of this description, wh1rh 
means a tax on the f armcrs. 

Mr. DuNSTAN: A lot of your me'mbcr3 are 
toupporting it. 

Mr. \VARREN: I am not rcsponsiblo for 
the nH~mbcrs of our party. I an'l receiving 
bundles of letters c-ondP1nn1ng this n1casure. 
I am not resnonsihle to a YOlle but ill\' con­
stituents in ;cgard to thi;;" lTIC'asurP. ·I am 
working primarilv for the farmer. Neither 
this GoYern,nent,- nor any other Govcrnrrwnt 
so far as I can sec, has done sufficient for 
the rnan on the land. \Yby is agriculture in 
this State in such a dc•plorabk condition? 
Why are people lcrrving the land? For ten 
years we hfLve had no advance in co-opera­
tion. During that time wc> have IW\'Cr had 
a GO\·crnmont to do anything for us. If 
Wf-' ant tnoncy for eo-< pcrntlve concerns, we 
are told that ther0 is a dPpldcd Trca"ur_y, 
and 1~·o a,rc not able to gt't assistanre. Take 
the fruitgTo\vcrs as an example. They \vant 
to org-anise eo that tlw quality of the fruit 
can he rnaintaincd and ~0nt OY('r;.;cr~s, but 
the., do 1~ot corno <' l~) in hand_ to the Govf'rn­
Inr:nt anr1 a;.;k thcrn to organi~c the jndu~.try. 
r,'"aturally, thf'y walit the assistnneo of the 
Dcpartm<•Et of Ag,·il'ulture. B11t. by a Rll 
o~ this dosrrjption. we arc putting a wr-i.lfht 
on an industrv which i~ all'(- ady ~inking. 
lion. mcmbu\> 'opposit.c hfne quoted a lot ~f 
ficurcs to rhow th0 prosperity of the Rtn.tf'. 
In faf't, onf~ hon. n1t~""ll1Y'r opnosit,, trif·d to 
shm·· the Hou 'e what the G(n·ot·nnont are 
doilY for ng-ri('uHnrc, ln1ply bf'('flU'··."' \VO 
~xa to a con~~idPrabJe un1ount u--;ore than s.nnlt~ 
of the other State~ on Olll' Departm.Put of 
~'gri("'ulturP; bnt \V hat hP orni1tf'd to rlo wa~ 
to put the other table into " Hans' rcl" to 
show how littl<' we got for onr cxprn-lituro. 
Wlt.h tho excPpi:ion of sugar and nun other 
iten1 wr: a.rc right dowll be1o\Y th€' other 
States, and that j~ because of the> ur.::F m­
pathc,tic Govcrntnc~nts \VO haY(' had. I ~an1 
not. goirg to say thrrt other GovernnY-nts ha• l~ 
been altn.:·cther uns_vmpethd,ic. but I will 
>,1y that they have 'Wt jabbed thl' knifp into 
the farmer, an cl thc.v have not tried to 
destroy the .trugg1lng fHrrncr. rl1lc GoYcrn­
Jncnt to-dn,v nro in a ~orry po.~ihon. Thrv 
are not able to help tbc man 0:1 the land. 
They arc able to go in for State onterprjses 

that arc no earthly g-ood to thj,, Statr' Th<· .' 
arc able to do other thjng~ that a rP 11or 
beneficial to the State and arc no good for 
the prin1ary 11rodncPr. Tl1ls is a priJnary­
proclucing cnllntr,y. If we do not :;-,_,. j f, the· 
1nan on the la nil and go in for 1 !tol'l"' : >rln111 r·: 
proftucHon. t.hen it js no ,_rood fo1· this 
countrY. \Ve v.rant to do sonw·thinrr fol' tlH'" 
n1rrn ~n the land, anrl we \Ya11t to do 1t 
qnickl:v. or wo shall ha:n~' n ~tan~jng eit_:'. 
Look at the~ \~'ay the rural _!.lopnl~ttiun is 
drifting into the rlty. Tho la~~ spoakf 
gayo an jw~tanre in connc('tion ith th0 
redistribution of s<'ats. which JW'1Ved ron­
dn:;:iyoJ,v lllQre t.han an)·thjng c\~c tbat solne­
thing radical wanb to be done, and that 
quickly. to prevent the population from 
clrift.ing into the city. I want tu ask: Is 
tbis ~,ch0n1o introtl ucod for a sp0: ific pur~ 
po~'O? Is it ~To in~ to ,flo any g·ood ·: I. do 
not rare \vhat the "Da1h7 JHa1l" sa.'::3 in it~ 
leading artjcl0 of Saturchy ]ast. It point;, 
out tint, even if the Government arc not 
sjnrero. we n1ay get something out of this 
Bill. I do not ag-roo with that. I sa;: that, 
if the tree is wrong. then the fruit will lw 
wrong, and that it is a \Yrong principle to 
expect that son1othing good is going to come 
ont of something that is bad. 

l\Ir. CoLLIXS : That is something that the 
" Daily Mail" editor can paste in his nota­
book. 

Mr. WARREN: The " Daily Mail" said in 
the leading article on Saturdav that mem­
ber., of the Country party have right on their 
side whon they ,,ay they are suspicious of this 
Bill. Although that paper is supporting this 
legislation, it stated that we have a right 
to be suspicious, and that our suspicion is 
only natural. Kot only have wo a right to 
be sus11ieious of this Bill, but it is our 
bounden duty to watch what the Government 
are going to do. I do not make any " bones." 
about it. I am not afraid of the political 
side of the question. I can go to the poofJle 
in the country centres, because I know they 
ea n se" through it. The people in the 
countr:-' can eeo through the Bill just the ,.am" 
as the:· can sec daylight. They know per­
fectly wdl that the Government are not 
sincere. \Vhoeyer took them to be sincere? 
TheY have been ,hawing their insincnrity 
for :th<• last ecvcn years, and Eow they hav<' 
turned dov n the men who put them ovPr 
there. Thov arc like the lion which al0 its 
own cubs. ~ 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hor,. 
gentleman will deal with the Bill. 

1\Tr. \YARREN: I am dealing with th" 
Bill. ]\fr. Speaker, and I hope 3·oti will allo , 
me the liberty to cxprPss m;·self, because ~ 
fe,:l that this is too big a quc~tion to !J,., 
allowed to slip on one side like this. I an­
proving the insincerity of the Administra-. 
tion. I want the people of Queensland t( 
know, n,ncl I want the people of my elector­
ate to know. that I am not going to swallow 
it whole and take just what they offer. \Ve 
know that the GoYcrnment, when they go to 
the people. will say to the elector in cr-rtain 
electorates, "This js the Soviet system','' 
and in other electorates the.v will say, " Look 
at the broad svstem it is." 

The SEORETA~Y FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat is 
the Soviet system? Toll us something about 
it. 

Mr. W AHRE~: I will te1! the hon. gentle­
man all abont it if he will come np to my 
electorate. This quc,tion is so serious that 

Mr. W arrcn.] 
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I think the people should have some say in 
it. It should not be foisted on the people. I 
am prepared to allow my electorate to be the 
testing ground to see if the people want this 
Bill. I challeng-e any hon. member opposite 
to contest Murrumba with me on this Bill. 

OPPOSITIOJ.i J\1EoiBEHS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. \VARREN: I make only one contlition 
with such a contest. and that is that the 
Government will allow l1 member on the 
other side to absent himself while the contest 
is p;oing on. It is too serious a question to 
deal with lightly. The people aro saying 
there is no sinc~rity in it. Hon. members 
do not understand the position of the primary 
producer, and, ,vhat is more, thev do not 
want to. They did all this on· the sly, 
because they wanted to create an imprc"sion. 
They \VantcJ to r.aY,, "We Jid it! Alone wo 
did it!" 

J\ir. DcNSTAX: Some members .-av that it 
is exactly like your policy. · 

The SECHETAHY FOH AGHTCCLTCRE: You saY 
that we stole it from your platform. c 

Mr. WARRE:\1: All I can say is, that if 
our policy is like this, I do not stand for it. 

Mr. Km wAx: You had better join the 
:\[a tionalist party. 

Mr. W ARRR:"<: If this is our policv. then 
do not stanJ for it. I do not stc1nd for 

Soviet eonti·ol, or nationalisation, or what­
ever you like to call it. If that is our 
policy, then I ·do not want to stand for it. 
I want the people to look at this thing care­
fully. I have taken part in conferences where 
the farmers di· cussed this Bill. anr1 th•' con­
sensus of opinion was that thev did not want 
to have any connection with the Gm·crnmcnt 
whatever. 

OPPOSITION MEMBEHS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WARREN : If the Minister is reason­
able and fair, and, if he "ants this thing- to 
be put on the statute-book for the good of 
the people. and if he )oas got any scnso of 
ng-ht at all, then ho wlll efface himself and 
any future :Minister, whoever he mav be from 
this Bill. I do not want to seP any 'public 
servant on the Council of Agriculture. Some­
one said that it is a fine thing to have the 
9ommissioner for Railways on it. I say it 
1s not. If the Commissioner for Railways is 
able ~o manag-e, the railways of Quecnsiand, 
that 1s one man s JOb, and it will occupy all 
his time. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: We do not want him 
interfering with us. 

Mr. \VARREX: I have g-reat respect for 
the Commissioner for RaihcaYs. In fact I 
respect him more ~han any goi1tlcman in this 
Chamber; hut. w1th all respect to him. we 
do not want 'him on the council. Let him 
attend to his own work. and we will attend 
to ours. vVe do not want a nwre sop thrown 
to us. vYe want something that is going to 
last. The hon. membm· for Rockhampton 
described the Bill as something that was 
absolutely going- to brino- about a different 
condition of affairs so f~r as agriculture is 
concerned. 

Mr. FLETCHEH: He is irre''.ponsible. 

Mr. WARREN: Mr. Speaker. probably 
you do not know much about the ar::ricultnral 
industry; but. as a busin0ss man and a man 
0£ common sense, I ask \,'OU. " How is this 
Bill going to bring about any different condi­
tions? How is it going to bring about 

r Jlr. lY arren. 

anything revolutionarY in the agricultural 
industry? How many men is it going to 
put on the land?" 

Mr. DFXSTAN: It is too big a question for 
you to understand. 

Hon. W. H. BAHNES: He is rubbing it into 
you, all right. 

:\fr. WARRK:\1: The Minister, in intro­
ducing the Bill, hold these letters of credit in 
his hand, anJ he said that they were all 
di"interested. I want to tell the hon. gentle· 
rnan that, when rrwn arL• receiving two 
guineas a day and extra money for expenses, 
they are not disinterested. H JoPs not matter 
"hat trade or industry is going to b" revolu­
tionised. if you pay men to speak there •.vill 
always be plenty prepared to speak. 'They 
will all spwk and pipe the right tun0 if they 
are paid for it. 

Mr. DcxsT.\N : 'That is a reflection on the 
farmers. 

Mr. WA RREC'J : The :i'dinist'er in charge of 
the Bill threw out his chest and said, '' I am 
g-oing to emancipate the farmers." (Opposi­
tion laughter.) Just study that word 
" cn1ancipate." One hon. member on the 
other side sa vs. "You insult the farmers" and 
here the 1\IiDistcr says they are slaves, 
bee mse he claims he is going to emancipate 
them. Are they slaves? 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGHICCLTUHE: Mimy of 
them. 

2\'lr. \VAHREX: The Minister insults tht>m. 
The Government have bcPn sf'von year~~ grind~ 
ing tlwm down and rubbing them in th dirt­
~l'\'<'11 years trying to dan1n tlw"c people-and 
now the J\Iini,tPr has th0 <'ffroutC'J'C.' to get up 
and call them slavPs. It is an iu .ult to call 
any pt'oplo in a fre<~ country slaYes. I say 
they are not slaves, but their very calling 
~,uts thcn1 in a position \vhcrc the:'-~ arc not 
n blo to express their views. They are 
scatt·erod. The rnral population is not like 
lho \Vorking population in the cities. 

I want to rC'fC'r to the m<'thod of organi­
.-~tion adopted in the Bill. It wa' triocl in 
California years and years ago, and it failed. 

The HmiE SECHETAHY: vVhat rot . 

;}1r. WARRI<;N: I would like the hon. 
member to be a little more polite in speaking 
to me and otlwr Country party members. 
(Laug·hter.) 

The HmrE SECHETAHY: \Vhcn was it tricJ • 

Mr. \VARREX: Sixteen years ago. It 
failed, and it was tried again on the principle 
on '·' hich the party opposit' organise. They 
built up a system Df Sf'~1aratc sectional 
organisations and that proYt."d a moderate 
~uccrc,s-so n1uch of a succe.~-; that. nov.' even 
the diflerent sections of thC' fruit industry 
arc organised separat"ly. \Ye do not need 
to g-o to California to pron' the soundm"cs 
of that conclusion. Here in Quf'ensland the 
fruitgrowcrs were organised as a hod.··. for a 
fo\v y(~ars and \vore growing into a big con­
cern, but t\'\ ·h·c month, ago they fou:1d that 
the:,- were going ,downhill as an organi,,ation. 
So the:~ started -to organis0 the bnnana "·pction 
t~s a separate section, and nDW each section 
of the industrv in Queensland is organised 
P.L')>arate]y. r· say that to org·anif .. ' these 
people all toget.l' r is going to be an absolute 
impo"'ibility. Take Palmwoods. a centre in 
rn,- ckctoratc, one of thr~ richest. and most 
p1·ogr0~:;)ivc places in Australia. w,~· h~vo 
dairying, fruitgro\Ying, and general farm1ng 
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t,here. The people engaged in thosP industries 
vrill all rnoct in one roorn and discuss their 
different probl "11S. Wh>1t will happen? 
Thoro will be no intcresl in it at all. Take 
a wider Geld. Can yon irnagino anything 
rnore ridiculous tha,n represf'utatiYL-3 of the 
sugar industry and tho fruit industry sitting 
down at one table and bilking ov,cr their 
difforout '!fairs? The thing is too utterly 
absurd to contomplatP. \\'hat the Govern­
nwnt ought to do, if they a re going to 
organ].,,2 these indu.::tric;;, is to orgauise them 
St'paratcly. But thc!n thc5~ rwccl not pay fifteen 
rnen to politicall:y, and th:..tt v,·oukl 
not have any good to opposit.e. 
\V hen the schmnP 'vas floatLd, 1) ,·c1nier 
·-hould have ca:led the Mf' d sections 
together irutoad uf gctt)ng one• or two in P .. 

ort of bct·kdoor method. He should have 
got repre,c~lJtativcs of t.ha YarioLls ('0-0p(•ra. 
tive C1Jl1Ccrn:s, ekcted h:v ihe tWOll!P, a11d 
consulted then1 in a IH'OpPr ch~lnocrat,ic 
manner. Bnt tlH\:;:(~ gL'ntk~n1cu Of!po:--it-.:: an~ 
not dcn1cc,·ats. Thpv arc not bu~·illl'SS 111en. 
Th ':;' do 11ot know the nPPcl3. of the count.ry. 
Tht·:· see ihr~ conntry dv,·indling n11d the city 
:-'','Clling, but tbey do not know t.h(' rcnlCdy. 
They arc roliticianf'. \Y-e l1c•ttrd the Secre­
tary for Agrieulturo sa)-· thnt the I )l'emier 
\V(I,~ a stat ·srnan. ~ot onh· th· t hut \Ye ha Ye 
a]:.;o all thc·,-o organisers "going' through the 
difie··cnt electorates a11d n;nng the sa1nc 
.hln:--r. I shall not f'lY anything about th( ir 
quallfi-~atlor.s, but the thing ::.; al: ~olutely 
\Vrong in principle and it IYill do no goocl to 
the State. 

:\1r. CoLLTXS : You .. 'em to be very much 
divillcd in your opinions oyer there. 

:VIr. \VARREN: We are allowNl to express 
our honest conyic-1-ions OYl'r hero, but gentlc­
Jncn on the other side arc~ ti 'J hanJ and foot. 
Thcr,,~ is ono despot ruling Quccu:::1ai.:.d to-day. 
It is not a party-it is not a C'abinet: it is 
just a' despot \Yho threw to the winds the 
\·Pry n1cn y, ho put hirr1 there. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:>.Ir. W ARRE.0<: All those things bear on 
the Bill. The fact is that the Bill is a my'h. 

GOVERlDJEXT 1\lE}JBERS: Oh, oh! 

Mr. \VARREN: Somo hou. memben on 
this side think they are going to get amend· 
mcnts. 

Mr. PETERSOri: I doubt it. 

Mr. WARREN: C.lv opinion is that this 
Bill 1vas never n1(·ant t~) do anv gooJ, becauso 
of th• natural dislike of the 'people on that 
.:;-ide to the "beef barons" nnd tho honest 
r illers of th<J se>il. 

The SPEAKER: Order : I nwst ask the 
hon. ntt~Inbor to regard n1v ('all to order and 
deal with the provisions o'f the Bill. 

.Mr. WARRE~: I do not \Yish io di·agree 
-.,·itb your ruling, !Ylr. Sv aker but I feel 
\"'.'ry :.,d"ongly on this 1natter, an'd I 1..vant to 
<'\:nose the moti vos for the Bill. You know 
yoitrsolf that there is nothing in this Bill 
other than a sop to the pri1nary producer. 
You kno\v perfectly well that therP is nothing 
g't'IlUine Or tangib]' to be given a wa::. rrhcso 
~~;vnilcmen do not give allythinr-; av. 'Y· They 
('UlllC from "1,akingdorn," net tron1 "GiYing­
dorn." (Laughter.) I am prepan'd to take 
llP Bill clause by clan''''' and, if there is 
<tuything in it for the farnlPr, if th~·re i:; 
11 nything in it for rny people, if t.hC'rP is any­
thing in it for me as a nHtn of the Foil, I an1 
qnitc prcpa;·ed to do my best to put it into 

proper form, so that the people of the State 
will benefit. B cnuse, after all, if the present 
rate of loss to the country goes on in the 
wav in which it has bocn proceeding for these 
1 Rst fev· years, we very soon are goi!1g to 
havP a terrible disa~t(~r so faJ~ as pruuary 
production is concerne-d. 

Mr. CATTERM17LL {5[u.sumvc): I rcgnrd 
l,his Dill from the viewpoint of a pnmary 
nroduecr of some thirt:,'-!ivc :ycaJ ·,' st.anJlng. 
f have bc0n dur1n,Q· that tin1, conncctcJ. \' ith 
yarious orga1l1~atjons of sugar-gr~nYers. 
drtirv farmers, at:.d othcr:-'l. out all t-he tlnH_' to 

'lwttcr eonrlit,ions. Tf this Bill is kept 
•c frorn part,y politics and thC'rc Drc no 

in it., it vi-·ill ha ,-e rny sup­
I b long to tbe Country 

a party 1nan; I am out for 
'· As I lwn' said lwfor< I tho 

Govurnment all cn'rlit fur ha vinv, tllP 
regulation of sugar-cane pricr•s legislation 

)I r. Bng~;KA:-\: You \V er a Labour rLan 

t,hcn. 
Mr. CATTER:'.IULL: C\o more a Labo:~r 

man t,hcn than I am to-day. 
The SECHETAHY FOR AGIUCULTUHE : Ceme 

over here. 

::\1r. CATTER:V1ULL: I am nll rig-ht ,,-here 
l an1. T'hc rPcnlation of ~ugar cane prices 
lr>si~lation ccrtUinl~- g~n'C the pri:.11~ry pro­
tlnccrs :·mr~ ~ bPnefit. ancl I have every hor;c 
that this Bill-if""' are allowed to put certam 
;unc-ndn1cnts iiJto iL-\vill aho ha---e benpftclal 
rc'"-lllts. Thc~rc arc one or two an1Pnchnents 
,,-hich will be moved from this side. and l 
hclicYf' the ::VIinistcr \\'ill soc frt to allow thPm 
to go in. If the;. go in, the Bill will have 
·nv \vholc-hca rt<'d support. If they do not, 
I 'am afraid I shall haYO to O!'TJC'·e it. The 
.Y[in:istcr has givPn his assurance 1-ho:tt. he w1ll 

accept amendments. Th~re is one 
[5.30 p.m.] thing that is very pecuhar about 

this bu-incY·. \Vhlle wo ure 
advised undN this Bill to organise oursch es 
indmtria!lv, hon. g·cutlc>men on the other side. 
nf the House tPll the workers to . o_rgamse 
themselves both industrially and pohbcally. 

I think it would have been better _had the 
Minister. in bringing forward the B1ll. used 
as a basis the organi·~ation-; which a]rc~dy 
are in existence. The ca.negrovvors, dairy­
men, wheat men. fruit men, and cheese me_n 
are all fairly well organised; and, h>td thell" 
organisations been made use of, a trernendous 
amount of expense would have been oaved 
ctnd there would have been no reason for 

.. ending fifteen organisers to stump the 
countrv. Hon. members on the other side 
hove ;aid that if this Bill is passed there 
will be no occasion for members on this side 
to represent the. farmers.. Although I am in 
faYour of the BJ!L who 1s better able to see 
it properly admin_istere? than the man on 
the land reprc,entmg h1s own cla ,s? There 
are men on the other side who. no matter 
how willinv, they may be, do not know the 
w>ents of the man on the land. and. there­
foro. cannot administer in the right way 
lef;islation which is passed for his bcrwfit. 

Mr. FoLEY: Th<'re arc as many country 
1nen on this side as on yours. 

i\Ir. CATTERMULL: No, thero are not. 
T haye achioed thP farmers to support this 
Bill, provided it is genuine. But I have 
told them to sop that thov return members 
who will ensure that the Act is properly 
administered. If '' e are to get any good 

J.lir. Cattermul!.l 
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out of it, it must not be confined to this State. 
If it is, it cannot have the result we would 
wish. Take the sugar position to-day. That 
industry is outside the State sphere of action, 
and is wholly dependent on Federal action. 
vVo have our cane prices hoards, both local 
and central, but they can only base the price 
of cane on the price of ra·.·· sugar, and the 
price of raw sugar is dcttmnined by the 
Federal Government. lt must. therefore, 
be a Federal matter. I hope the operations 
of this Bill will extend to all the otlwr States. 
In the sugar industry we are fairly well 
organised in Queensland at the present time. 

Mr. li'OLEY: Disorganised. 
Nir. BEBDINGTON: You havo no organisation 

to compare with it. 

Mr. CATTERMULL: Eighty-live per cent_ 
of the growers are members of the Aust1·alian 
Sugar Producers' Association ot· the United 
C :1ne Gro,vers' Association. 

Mr. FOLEY: They are political organisa­
tions. 

Mr. CATTERMULL: 'l'hey are non­
political. By way of levi<-< to those 
organisations we contri butc 3d. or 4d. per 
ton of cance. vVo arc abo further paying 
levies to the Govornrnent. Lust vear we 
paid fol· the Central CanP l'ric"' Board 2cl. 
per ton of cane. VVo arc aho paying to\~ ards 
the cost of the S'ugar ExperinH'nt Stat;ons 
ld. per ton of cane. So, although you bring 
th'? sugar-grower under thi 1 Bi1l, 1 do not 
thmk you will have to ask him to pay any 
more than h" is paying to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. CATTERMULL: We consume only 12 
per cent. of our product; the balance goes 
to the Southern States, and the Federal 

. Government fix tho price of raY.' sng-ar. a,nd 
on that price the cane pricf',-') board:~ detPr­
mino the price to be paid for cane. 

I would like to draw attention to some of 
the motions which were carried at the recent 
Adelaide conferonc'l, showing that the people 
down South arc full:;· alive to the sugar situa­
tion. The following is taken from the report 
of the proceedings of the conference :--

" SuG.\R AGREE~IEKT AXD CoxTROL. 
"Mr. McGibbon CV\' .. \.) announced that 

the committee apiJointod to consider the 
suS"ar qu( stions had agreed upon certain 
recommendations. ThPv were as follows: 

"The maintenance of a "·hite Aus­
tralia being tho established policy of the 
Comn10ll\Voalth and this association, it is 
neces'-ary to maintain white population 
in th0 northern parts of Queensland. This 
can only be done by the establishment of 
industries cn,pable 'of employing- a con­
sidcrablo white population. Tlw sug-ar 
industry, bcillg established for the pur­
pose of fulfilling the national ideal of a 
white continent, it is nocc~\ary-

1. That the growers of CD,ne shall 
receive for thcit· product euch a price 
as will recoup thorn for thc•ir cost of 
production plus a reasonable margin 
of profit. 

2. That the ·workers in the industry 
shall receive a v, a"c commensurate with 
the class of work undertaken, and 
which shall equrcl at least wages paid 
to white workers in other parts of 
Australia. 

3. The millers and refiners shall 
receive n'rnuneration in the price of 

[Mr. Cattcrmnll. 

sugar such a sum as will ensure them 
a re:tsonable profit, the payment to 
have a direct bearing on the efficiency 
and economic value of their work. 

4. That a Federal tribunal, consisting 
of reprc,dcntatives of growers, millers, 
refiners workers, and consurners, be 
appoint'cd to have jurisdiction to enable 
the above objects to be put into opera­
tion. 

5. That the basis of the price deter­
mined shall be subject to alteration 
from time to time, and that the parti. 
culars be published for the benefit and 
information of the public. 

6. That the high retail price of sugar, 
at present being charged is due to the­
Government's he1tYY losses on importa­
tjon of foreign sugars, and is in no way 
attributable to Queensland sugar pro­
ducers who from 1916 to 1920 rec01ved 
Ios,,, th'an ,yorld parity for their sugar. 
'Chc lossc _ made on those imported 
sugars are being recouped by the 
Government from the consumers by the, 
maintenance of tlw present retail price. 

7. That sugar necessar? for jndustri?s 
having an export trade ~hall be avail­
able for the trade at a pl'l eo not exceed­
ing that at which sugar is availab)e 
from other countri0s, should Australia 
be unable to supply those industries, 
either as regards price or quantitv, and 
that then the importation of a suffici_ent 
quantitv of sugar to meet the requne­
ments "of those industri8s shall be 
allowed. 

8. That in order to assist home fruit 
preserving and jam_ industries, a pool­
ing system be established to. enable such 
industries to be oupplled With c.;,gar at 
the mo".t fayourable price possible . 

9. That to permit of the establish­
ment of such a permanent scheme as 
outlined above the 'ystem of regula­
tion, supervision of the industry be 
f'Ontinued for a rpasonf1blo penod, sub­
ject to such modific:ttions as inYcstiga­
tion of the conditions mayJirovc to be 
justified without injustice to the sugar 
producers. It i, recognised that to 
secure the> t end the whole mdustrv must 
be brought under Federal jurisdiction. 

10. That the sugar policy of .\ustra_lia 
should be to prc iei'Ve A ustmh an· 
market~ for internal_ consurr1p~~on for 
Austral1an-grown vv·h1te sugar. 

1 think that, before >tny further benefits can 
be achieved for the sugar inductry, there 
must he a c0rtain amount of Federal control, 
because, to grow su::;a,r in Australia \Ye must 
havo a protectiYe tariff, :end the Fedora! 
GoYornrncnt control ·the imposition of that 
tariff, and, th0reforo. they haYe the final say 
in the sugc>r industry. 

}1;1r. CoLLJKS: That does not mec,n that you 
aro in favour of a higher tariff in preference 
to the present Rugar agrC'cn1cnt? 

l\1r. C_.::-\_TTERlVIt~LL: I haY(' alw:t\ · lx,_•n 
in fa.vo1H of new protection. In ccHHH'ct1ou 
,,-ith that matter, it rc;.oh-cd >tt 1hc' 
.::\·dclaidc confcrCilCP tbat ~~hnuld llf) a 
board con~i~tincr of onP representative each of 
the ,va'rk~rs, g:rowcr,,, r._')illers, refin'rs, anU · 
consumcn, and that that hoard. should -tart 
at the bottom and work upwards m connccuon 
with the fixation of a price until they reached 
a price at which sugar could, be, ,old to. the 
conwnwr, anrl thP la1·tff wall "·tll bC' hxcd 
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bv the Commonwealth Government accord­
ingly. Thoro should be a fair rdnrn for 
everyone. The State can go no further in 
connection with this matter. \Ye hitY() the 
rogulation of ~uga,r ~anc prire-.; lep;i~lation, 
but ultimately the SU9"ar industry must be 
controlled bv the Fedpral Government. I 
intend to support the Bill if the Minister wili 
keep to his promise and ar<:cpt amendments 
from this si do of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTUHE: Reason­
able and necessary amendments. 

Mr. C~~ TTER1\Il'LL: If the ::\Iinister will 
not accept the RmPl:drnenb ~nt ~ ncl to 
c;ubmit, I shall ha vc to oppose the Bill on 
the third reading. I do not want party 
politics to crt•ep into the matter. 

Mr. S\VAYNE (Jlitc"<.): I naturally view 
this Bill with a great deal of interest. 
Although it has been mentioned by various 
hou. 11wmlwrs on this side of the llouse 
thrrt there arr~ certain lJranches ol fartning 
fairly well organised, on the othee hand there 
are some sections that. arE~ not. If thl1 re is 
any calling t~at should b(~ organi.;;t'd in it, 
O\vn interest~ .. it is the fanning ('OJUlllur~it.'. 
So1neth:ing liko thlrt~, years ago I. ·with 
others. started to orgrrni .e th0 farmers in 
the district in which I liYc. \V c devotc'd a 11 
our spare tin1c, indudin~ Srtturday after­
noons a;d Sundays, and ('\TCr7 other mon1011t 
apart from our work in connection with 
the matter, and. \\ c attained a good deed 
of success. In a district in which there 

ere 80"1 or 900 fornwrs, our roll s.ho•.">·cd a 
m0mbcrship of 500 wihin two years, and I 
think thctt in those drry·J that c·mld be con­
sidered fairly good 1, o1·k. I lmd a hand in 
the formation of both \lw Austrolian Sngar 
Product,rs' A~~ocint:ion <HHl thP 1"Tnitcd C.tne 
Growers' Association. Tho L'nited Cane 
Growers' Assof'iation folio\\ ed on the 
Pioneer River Farmm·.' Association that I, 
with others, v. as responsiblP for forming 
thirty years ago. That i·, why I view the 
scheme bofun' the House with a good deal 
of interest. I also think that I can claim 
to have a little knmdodge of the subject. 
\\~hilc I see possibilities of good in tho 
B1ll. I cannot help tl1inking that it -::night 
hrt YO been better if tho Go.-ernment had 
Ld.::en the prc,cr.t organisation-; connecte,d 
with the industries th•ti: arc' at present 
org•wiscd anti built upon 1ht .n. and I 
think the suee,•3s that would h<lYP bc'Pn 
8C~lit:Yed bv tho:· .• rnc~Jll' "'ould havP induced 
those branchc'. of agri< uituro whic '1 at present 
arc disorganised also to oon1e into tlw nlOYP­
rnc nt~. 

1 
If this .-:ehc1ne is brou~~·~t into \fi\·c·t. 

\YO snad luJvo to srrtJ.p sorne or our F'c:o:tnig 
m·gani,.ations whirh [l(J;sc.;;: <L cap·~_ tty for 
cloing goocl, and tlwt \Ynulcl h~ a ~~rc·T!: pit . 
I do not Pxprc;:;;~ that opinion fron1 a pOlllHls­
shillings-and-pence point of view. But it 
will bo a very he a Yy fwa ncial burden to keep 
both organi:~ation:-; going. I am onlv a 
grower in a n1odcrate wa)-. ~'et I :11 Ie\~ird 
upon by the GoYr'rnJnPnt for tho In;:l}-;-~tenance 
of rane pr~c'~s hoarc1:'3 and for the Sug"ar 
Experimental Stations, and I an1 al~o lc'Yiu_i 
upo11 in conrH'rtion \Yith rn:v org:-1nisatiou, 
making n total of betwcL•n £30 and £40 per 
annun1 I haYc to pa,\' jn lc>:ie". IF 1,\(' are 
now g"oing to be levied upon stiJI furthPr, Jt 
-i.; ftolng LO be a vc•ry .. big hl \,. 

:\lr. COLLIX~: \\'ould not your ]nyy reprP­
S0llt about 1,000 tons of cane., 

1\Ir. S\Y ~\ ~ri\TE: It 1night. Tbc ho!l. mC!n­
bor, r0pr8':f'"nting a"' he doe- c:lnr·;;ro\Y( r.s. 
should know !hat tlw net r<'sult of tlw Ion-

11agc for that purpose is very difierPnt indc•('d 
fn;m the rc,,ult to the eTower. The worker 
receives over 70 per cent. of the value in 
wage.:, eo the grower h'ls to wat~h. other ~JS· 
burscmcnts very cardully. The Brll cont";m· 
provisiom for th0 good of the producer, t>~1t. 
it nmy be so administr•red that its effect w1ll 
be quite different from what many thi'!k. 
It could br eo admini•;t.ered a• to tend towards 
the !lationalisation of industry: and, seein~ 
that tho Pr('rnicr js endf'clvouring· to pose 
in tho L1CW roio of the far!tlCr,' benefactor, 
it is a bout, time that ho madP his position 
('Ic-ar. No 1nan can sr~rvo hvo masters. BPfnrc• 

can ta ko the PrPrnier on trust., a::1 he• 
m-idcmtlv desires us to do, he should tell us 
£'xartly ~ho'v hE~ st-tncL;; in l't-·Intion to hi::> 
party's platform and also in relation to the 
extreme element in his part:-. Although we 
know thoro aro tirno.~ \Ybcn he got.s up and: 
:->('olds thern, h0 haf never by any act on his 
part done <111ything to c·hcck tl:(~Ul or prot.ect< 
othor ~actions of the conununtty. SpNtlong 
in Melbourne in connection with the I.\Y.\\, 
the hon. gentleman said-

" They vreach revolution, sabotage. and 
bloodshPd to gain what the workera could 
take bv eo:nstitutiona1 mca11s any rnorn('llt 
th0v ~ea re to exorcise t.hoie vote. 
(Applaus0 and dis"ent.) The I.\Y.W.-it<'c< 
were the worst enemies of Labour.'' 

At the same time he allowed them with 
impunity to break the law, never enforcing, 
his own ..:'\.rbitration Act a'3 regar·d.s '·h~ikers. 
He lelds himself to that sccticm in ever,· 
possible way. For instancr:, I do ';Ot think 
I would be out of order m Tcfcrrmg to a 
recent. appointment to the Se>na to. I do not. 
think I am doing Mr. MacDonald an rnJUS­
ticc if I Ray that ho is an extremist. Tht• 
paper over ~,-hich he r0r~ntly had control has 
been preaching tho doctrine of tb., One Big­
Union. 

Ti G SPE \}CER: Order ! The hon. nwm· 
her is not now dealing with the Bill. 

Mr. S\VAYNE: In a ·ccond-rco.ding spet'ch 
I think I am entit]p.r) 1o try and asc<Ortain 
the moti\ s of those fathc·rin'g- the Bi11. \YP 
kno1v word?- nutv rnc:an anything, und in 
ascertaining the 'valu ~ of a n1an's prote:.:Jtc::-­
tions, jt is a fail' thing to ron' 1dcr h1~ 
actlonsj anr1 the ac: lons of tho Prcn1icr· 
throughaut. ha.•,;o not been ,,uch as to eau~{\ 
anY crreat rclia1~cc to h! phcrd ou htt-:i 
pr<~)t+ ~:f.at1on~. 

Thc SECHET.\TIY FOil AGRJCULTI:RE: What do 
you mean by that? 
. IVlr. SWAYNE: 'No e<'c lw the paper thi" 
rnorning that there are anfiC'ipatiuns oF. a 
disruption of the part:,T. ~·h::t has .nothnlg­
to do with the Bill. lmt it 1s mtcrr'sbng "'"I 
rna.v have some bearing on the qucAion of ho\.V 
the" Premier and the Minister in charge of 
the Dill stand in conncct:on 'vith thcsl' 
matters. In this connection I should like to 
point out that the !at,, Hon. T. J. Ry,'~n, on 
his rctnrn from the old country, mcncated 
''"''Y dearly the attitude of tho Labour party. 
According to the "S~:u>.d~tr·rl " report, sp:•ak; 
illg in rcfPrcnco to the platforrn-and, 01 
couro<' 1Ye know th8 platform at the present 
time ~tancls for tho abolition of privato 
ownership of any kind and that does, !Jot 
appeal to the fanner-the late Hon. 'I. J. 
Ryan ,a,icl~ 

· "Consequently the,;· must _be a bl to 
define and adhere to their pos1twn. For­
tunately for Labourites, it was not difficult 
for the;n to deilne their po,ition, bc'cauec• 
it was defined in the Labour p]aiform. 

Jl;lr, Swayne.] 



314 Primary Producers' [AS:3EYI:BLY.J 

which everyone coul·d r·eacl. The sure 
course of snccc~.s for tho L<t~oul~ party 
was to adhere strictly to their platform. 
V>hilc they must adhere to t!Jeir own 
platfom-which he and evNy member of 
tbc Labour parte· had to adhere to and 
every person \vho claimed to be a sup­
porter of the party must ah) adhere to 
it-he made it clear that he v.·as no~ 
opposed to tbc cxtrcn1ists witbin the 
part~·. Thee·' stood for the platfurm for 
which the. all stood. 'l'hc extr .. mists 
rni~ht wan't to go fastor than i11e rnajority 
thoqght was wise, FO fa~t that the 
majority of the party would think he 
cnrl.angcred thu ·existence of the party; 
still he \Yas \Yithin tho party." 

Again he spoke of the solidarit. prevailing 
(~rnong·:t tbc various sections iu the pt.rt--;·, 
He continued- · 

''In eondnsion, the Pr~)n1ir:r predicted 
that the soliduity which had cani, d tho 
Labour party t hrongh four yt>ars of ';ya,r 

'Would carr:r it through the lL'xt years of 
reconstruction.'' 

The Bill as it stand~ contains so It1lUlY 
tlomcnts o£ danger to the farmer Hut I thinic 
wo aro quite justifted in y}pw}ng it \Yith a 
consiclor<tblo amount of appn h ,;,ion, if the 
~on. gentleman \\ho 1s bringing it before, us 
1s to have the administration of it) unlc:;s he 
tells us tlwt he has chaugccl hi~ opinion on 
some of the matters I ha ··e m<cntioncd. I 
think I am corr 'Ct in f:Lying that ut the 
pre:::.( nt tirnc thlrc i~ a genu al de~irc that 
the hon. g·cntleman should make his position 
clear. 

In connection with the sue"ar industrv if 
there ever has been a clash bc~.ween' 'the 
demands of organised labonr and the fann0r'2. 
intcre:-:::--l, I kno"'' the Prc~rniPr ha-; never 
upheld the farm<'r's end. In his control of 
the State·controlled sugar-mills. he a !ways 
placed them second to the Labour orn-ani­
sa6ons. I could quote case after caS~ in 
support of that. Then, a!'(ain, if the hon. 
gcntleman is such a supporter of co·opera­
tion as ho now tells us he is, how is it 
that ho has given r,o indication of it in 
the past? \Ve know th:'t on of the be ;t co­
operative measures over placed on the statute­
book was put there by his prod, ce"'ors. In 
1914 the Co-operative Sugar Vllorks Act was 
passed, and undc'r that Act no one who is 
not a grov\'Or can hold sha1~cs in a factDry. 

The PnDm:u: J\io sugar mill has over been 
erected under that Ad. 

~\lr. SWAYNE: Xo; bcc,au,e thPv had no 
opportunity; but the hon. gontlema;I rcfucod 
an application under it. The previous 
Government pacscd the 1911 Act. und;,r which 
they built five big sugar-mills in the North. 

The PRE).lJER: \Ve built those mills. 

Mr. SW AYNE: The contracto for those mills 
were let before the Le bour Government took 
office. The Co-operative Sugar \V orb Act was 
one of the 1nost purely co-operative measures 
CVPr placed on the statuk-book. inusrnuc h as 
only the producers them -el,-c, c:tn hold oharc' 
in a company, and one v,ould have thought 
that, If the hon. gentleman is such a great 
believer in co-operation as he no-v,- profe•s-ses to 
be, when a company approached him for lLS·i t­
n.ncc under t,hat Ad·) he'' unld haYP given it: 
but I understand thi:t he refus<'<!. Ali 
through, their actions hav(~ bec•n such as to 
~~ive us just reason to c:o u ht :- h_· i r ;Hn;:l fi d­
m this matter. At the [lrf'~<'nt time ful:y 
35 per cont. of the sugar·growcrs arc already 

[Jlr. Swayne. 

in the two organisations, and in so far the 
ale of their produce in Quf'···nshmd is con· 

ccrucd, \VO have the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act proyiding for local boards 
:mcl a co:1tral board to hold th0 scale evenly 
between the grower and the miller. Then. in 
so far as the sale of the rnanufaciure·d al'tielc 
is concf'rncd, we have the agr-::c1neut it.h 
tho Federal GoYcrnm :·Ht. If the ar!.T- CD.l8DI 

is not contiuncd in s.on1e fon11 or <:nother, 
po· c;]bly it rnight lJc c:f 'advantage to the 
indLhir ,· io come under this Bill; L ut there 
is everY hop(' at th(_' PTcx·nt tirnc' ibat thP 
~!grccrucnt '\\·ill be cont1nucd for a tcrrn of 
·.cars. and. if tl~ttt 1.-; done, I 1'Ctd1;· do not. 
; "JC where the indu:-:;t.ry 1~ going to b ·nPfit b:v 
this Bill. Then. rrgcrding icc·hniccd o<h-ir·'­
at present provisioil is n1ade for obtaining 
such advice at our own cost. Unlike other 
< frricultural indn,:;;trie, that hav0 Pxperttllc'n1,al 
f<;-nns pro'.·ided for th''Dl. \VC' haYe to 1)ay thf' 
eost. I Elm not grurnblin~ at the charge, as I 
am rather proud of our independence in that 
regard and the rrentlernen who have been in 
charge' of the Sugar Experiment Stations are 
I no~:. c tnab1 and \Ye a!'(~ vrrv vvP1l s0rved 1n 
tho way of a'dvicc as to the kind of cane to 
:2,'l'ow, ~\'hat nUllllHC io lL3\). and :::o on. So 
that, aliog·Dther. 1 reall:c do not ''''e that we 
are O'Oill<r to b0nefit 1r: tL1s Bi1l. It "·ill 
in1pfv r~ca11 nu adcEiion:~l burden being 

placed on our shoulders. ~..\gain, it sectns tP 
me nnjn.ct that a lu-y shculd be plr~cl'd on 
anv 1ndusi '_·v bv rrwn \Yho hc\XC no lntere'·,t 
in u the indtlstr\· and who prnchc.llly kno--w 
vcrv little aLot~t iL Out of th.-. n.r,,ccn rncrn­
b--rS of the Council of ..AQ'r1cuHnt·c ;ho arc 
t,o be C'lcctf'd 1Jv the di:_: ;.it counc:h, there 
might be only t'hre" cancgrowers. The same 
thing would appl.v· to an~y o.-hcr branch of 
af_ricultul'C, and yet the CC'lllra\ council will 
ha,vc PO'• -'r to impe:se nnlin11tt d kvies. and 
also to inflict fines up to £100. \Ve realise 
ivhat an irnn10nsp pOWl~r that is to giv0 under 
rt lYir>asnrc of th1::: kind. PH] tlwst~ who aro 
fairlv well scrv0d at tho pre,,cnt tim' will 
proh~tbly consider they ~houid be 
1dlowed to remain thr' se 1po of the 
BilL One amcndmc1t that shonlcl be 
embocli,•r1 in the Bill is a proviso that, if any 
;.;cction of <H!,Ticulturc decide: •·o rcn1ain out. 
it shall be at liberty to do eo. In discussing 

this Bilf one cnnnot. help remark­
[7 p.m.] ing the.t the Counril of Agricul-

• turc will have under its control 
very great and important mat.tPr··. The 
thought \vhich Pnt ·n mind is whr·ther 
the cost which ought to lJor-nc b~· the 
whole com1nnnit.v i~ 1~ot. throu()'h -;-he rnedlun1 
of the council. to be thrust upo~1 the shoulders 
of t.he produc0rs. For ins:,ance. ono of thP 
object~ S(~t, out in clau•cr; 6-n.ncl it i~ certainly 
very de irablo--i'-

•' SPcuring additional n1arkcts fo:~ the 
disposal of produce <nu.-l itnproved mca.ns 
of distriLuhon.n 

That is a11 right. Th shou~d certainl;, 
romc within the scope their cl •tics-but, 
if it means thu s0nding of Cornmjssioner to 
tho East and other eounhi• s f•>r the purpose 
of finrling market~ fo1· Qw~ensland products. 
then the cost inculTC(l in doing so should bo 
bnn•c b,· the \\·hole' of tho cwnmll':it... The 
whole cOrn~ Jnnltv will shrLi'C in the '::Hlvant­
a~e·, derived from the sale of the products 
which ctre grown. That is one of the things 
\\·hich suggests itself to me, and which 
<'mphasises the need for freeing the scheme 
11s far as possible from political rontrol. 
.\_gain, manv of these functions override vvhat 
<mght to bo' the duties of the Department of 
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Agriculture. I imagine that we have already 
00mpetont officials to carry on these duties. 
Will this Council of Agriculture appoint 
another staff of officials? Like man;· other 
projects, it seems at the beginning illnocent 
enough, but it will be Yery costly. \Ve are 
taking a very great risk. There is another 
matter I feel very strongly upon, and it is one 
on which I have had some experience-that 
is, the Minister being in the chair. When I 
first rose to speak, l mentioned tlw work 
done in organising the fanners. In that 
case the orgnni:::Ltion which \VO had in onr 
district had ito !ocal branchc·s. ito district 
council, ancl then, in conunon with other 
bodies throug.hout Queensland, it had some· 
thing similar to the central council in this 
case,· inasmuch as the l\Iinister of the depart· 
rnont each voar held a conference. The first 
was hold at Catton in 1897. Thov held 
another at Rockhampton, then at · Mary· 
lJOrongh, \Varwick. and other pla-ces. It was 
uot very long bofDrC' it \\·as felt rJ1at the 
presenc·e of the Secretary for Ag-ricuiture in 
thn chair restri'- 1·('d th~ confcrt'flCC, ~olne­
what. t:~) far as freedom of discu~sion y, a5 

·eoncerncd. In the case; of the Council of 
Agricultnre wovitled nn<l<'r thi5 Bill. I think 
there would be greater fr<'cdom if the cen. 
tral council elccteC its o1vn chairman. That, 
again, \Yould be anotl10r stC>p towards tho 
Pnd we have all adYocated-namely, freedom 
from po1itir,tl control. Again. it sce1n~ to 
me th :t the definition of "primary pro· 
ducPr" requires to be carcfullv s:1feguarded. 
It reqnires son1cthing more than \YO have in 
this Bill. I kno"'v it is said that \VC have­
majOI'ity rule. but wo do not know that th•.' 
majoritj' will rule. queonsland at the 
present time is go,~erned by an Administra­
tion which repn>+ents rr minority of the 
doctors by eomething like 27.00Q votes. That 
is a. big minority, especiall~r tYhen \VO con­
'ider that we have not got a ver :; large 
ropnlation in Queensland. Such happenings 
as that should make us verv cueful when 
\VC arP framing sneh a mc:a~ln·p a"< this. If 
thn Bill b<'Comcs law-and no clonbt it will 
-I hopo tha.t such amendment:; will be em· 
Loclied as will ensure the objects of those 
who trulv and in realitv represent the 
primary producers, includ{ng; the farmers, 
tho graziers, and everyone C>lse on the land. 
The Government havo been in office for the 
last seven :1 ears, and in view of their past 
actions, is it any wonder that ·we arc 
suspicious of them ? It is l<>id down in the 
platform of the I'rirnarv Producers' Union 
!hat the union aims at_:· 

''Encouraging grea.ter efficiency in 
indu~try and greater development, 
realising that greater ilcvelopment 
depends upon an assurance that the pro­
ducers ·.1ili obtain an adt'quate and fair 
reward for their labour." 

ft also aims at-
" Organising the country system of dis­

tributing, realising that once an efficient 
system of distributing and handling is 
a"nred. ono of the big problems of the 
prin1ary producer is solved." 

This is where the Premier first got the idea. 
:\I though we cannot go into details at this 
:'rtage. 'vc con ~icier that an efficient systen1 
of distribution is necessary, At the time· 
[JriCE'-fixing was established: we tried to got 
representation on the body which was 
appointed to fix the prices of our products, 
but without success. I do not sec any pro­
nsiOn in this Bill whcrebv the Central 
f~ouncil may be represented. on the price· 

fixing corntniSSion. The council should be 
able to send delegate·. to sit with the Corn· 
miss.ioner of Pricc3. I am very doubtful 
whether we shall not have to maintain our 
Pxis6ng organisaticn. even when this measure 
Lecomes law. \Ve know that various indus­
tries come within the scope of the Arbitra· 
tion A .. ct, and the various organis..itions are 
represented b:r members in the Industrial 

·Arbitration Court, so that we shall have to 
keep a separate organisation, if only for that 
purpose. I think that it can be fairly laid 
down that everything depends on the 
administration, and unless the Government 
:tdministering it are interested heart and 
soul in the welfare and prosperity of the 
primary producer, sueh a measure as this 
will not do them full justice. For instance, 
hcnv could any gentlernan supporting a party 
,,Yhich has expn~s5cd such opiuions as those 
I an1 about to qnoto carry out P.ucccssfully 
the duties pertaining to the control of this 
measure., I have hero a report of the All­
Austmlian Labour Conference which fat in 
:\1elbourno in Julv. 1921, and I find amongst 
the opinions this· ~tatemont-

" Between these two cl"'"" the struggle 
n1ust continuE' until cupitalisrn is 
abolished. Capitalism can only bo 
aboli~hcd by tbo \Yorkers uniting in one 
class-c<nlsciOus, economic orq-ani~·ation to 
tdkc and hold thP rnc-~rn of prodn{'tlon 
by revolutionary, industrial, and political 
action.'' 

And the farmer is a capitalist. 
The SPEAKER: Order! I hope tho hon. 

H!f'lnbcr \vill connect his rcrna.rks with the 
Bill. 

Mr. SW AYNE: As I have alr0ad;· said. 
the control of the administration of a measure 
like this must be free from party politic·· in 
order to do justicc- to tho farm0rs; and who 
c,;n better administer the mt:'a,urc than the 
f,rmcrs, who show, by being farmers them­
selves, that they desire to improve then· 
furms their production. their irnplPrnents, 
and their worki n~; plant? An interj cction 
n<adc in my spe0ch before dinner shows how 
little hon. members oppos1te know of a 
farmer's needs. I said something about the 
amount that labour was getting out of it­
the amount received by the grower for his 
cane. An hon. member opposite retorted tLat, 
so far as the real working part of my farm 
was concerned. I was not entitled to anything. 
1 do not think 've can get any other mean­
ing out of the interjection than what I am 
putting upon it. 

:\fr. RIORDAN: No one said that. 
Mr. SW A YNE: I shall support the second 

rpading in the hope that the Ministt'r will do 
his best to improve the Bill. and also to 
"ive the Premier an opportunity of making 
~ood what he has said is his d0sire. <?n 
lookin" up his spt>cches at Lo>'ood or La1d· 
le·:. I ~noticp that bG said he was not receiv­
in'g from the Col!ntry party that help which 
he had a right to expect-which. by the 
wa~·, is a rather curious remark to fall from 
the Premier in view of the statement of 
the hon. member for Stanley, one of our 
rwn party, that he was not :tllocyerl acc.ess to 
the conference ''"hich w;ls the fir~t step m the 
launching of this scheme. \Ylwn we get 
into Committee the Premier will have an 
opportunity of making good his statement 
that he d0sires our sympathy and support 
in this matter. I think he must recoi!nise 
rhat in this party there are mr-n who have 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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had considerable experience as farmers them­
selves, and men also \Yho have boon some of 
the foremost workers in the cause of co­
operation, and who arc only too willing to 
assist to make this measure a goocl one. I 
hope, therefore, that, when we get into 
Committee, we shall have an opportunity to 
make the measure \Yhat the Premier says he 
intends it to be-that is, a nwnure of benefit 
to the farmers of Queensland. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rose11!ood): I rise to 
support this Bill. I have been rather sur­
prised, listening to the statements which 
have been made by Opposition members. It 
appears to me that the Opposition on thi; 
q1x.esLion of the -organisation of primary pro~ 
du~crs are floundering-. One hon. ,n1cmbf~r 
will stand 1111 nnd ;ay.~" It j,, too politicn.1"; 
another will sav " It is too cxpc~nsivr-"; 
another " rrhe Prcrr1icr is not in earncc;t" ; 
another "The Labour party arc opposed to 
anything that mif!ht be benefiCial to thc m'ln 
on the land." flon. HlC'D1bcrs oppo :tP havo 
endeavoured to place impediment in the 
way of the passage of this Hill, as far as it 
i~ possible for them to do it, undC>r a '' Y cs­
l\'"o" attitude. The time has :nrivcd when 
the farmers should know 0xttrth· whore the 
members of the Opposition sta.nd-whotlwr 
they arc in favour oL or avainst, the passag\~ 
of this measure-. As I unrlcrstanrl the Bill, 
it contains a principle under which 'vill be 
handed over to the primary producer of 
Queensland th<> right to control the products 
of his own industry. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE: \V!utt is to prevent his 
doing that now? 

Mr. W. COOPER: The Oppo-ition elaim 
that the Government will have t,oo much con­
trol. As fa1· as I can learn. there will bo 
fifteen rcnre,,entativo'-, of "·hom fi\'O will be 
nominab~rl by the GoYC'rnn10nt S<:-;cing that 
the Government hav'' to find at least 50 per 
cent, of the money ior tho carr:-;-ing out of 
this schr!n1C--

l\1r. ELrJIJXSTO~E: For one ,\'(~a.r. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: It is ab',,'llntel'" noces­
sarv for the Goverrnncnt to F'1fPU'll~aul the 
interc,ts of the other taxpayers of ,H1c State. 
If t1cv did l'Ot, do so. th<>v >.;culcl not know 
wh.p:·c· thi, was going to f';1d. I haYr hnd a 
good deal of 0' T>Criencu in co-0pr•ration, A~ 
far hack as 1890 I orocted and phc<'d in 
pD',jtion the n1ac-hincry in a fnctory. SiHco 
then I hC!\"8 seen the birth of co-operation in 
ono of the flnc<t a:.;ricultund di tri t·'-par­
ticnlnrly in regard tc1 dair,ving-~in the who]o 
of thP rnmlTIOllWPalth. fl nd that i~ thn Rich­
mond Hivor. 'I'h0 attitude tako!l up by the 
prO]) ri etn.r.v f actori os n r thn t ti tnP \Ya exn ct]y 
tl",_o ~amc as th0 attituclo \Yhich hon. ln{'mhers 
of the Oppoeit ion arc ta ki11p.; tPl to-day. 
f-Ion. m0m her:::. do not, \Y _·.,nt the f::_rulrr to 
control his own industrY; they "·ant. to got 
pronriC'htrP faf'torief' for th" purpo .c of 
exploiting the farmer. 

Mr BEBT'TXGTO!-~ : \Y c own thousand;;; of 
sharC's in thmn, and you O\Yn nonE'. 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: One will commcllC<' to 
think the hon. member for Dra,-ton is a 
ding-o. if lw vapR mnch more•. That hem. 
member 1Hls r1en•r placed before thi, Cham­
ber anythinv that lL'' b;en con,--tru"tiYP. He 
was a m0n1bPr of this Chamhrr iong lx'foro 
th0 Labonr paYtv ca1nc into 0ftice,- and he 
cannot show us how he hac; 0nc1PlS{)UfC'tl to 
help tho man on the land. This hon. gcntlc-

[llfr. Swayne. 

man. who refers to the robbery of the farm0r 
as far as rclatco, to butter, has alwayB been 
concerned in cheese. I happened to go to 
the place where he lives, nl1<1 I could not gd 
a bit of butter there; the hotclkc-cper told 
us, " V\;T c cannot buy it hor0.'' Yet the hon. 
gPntkman endeavours to lead hon. ~er:'lwrs 
of this Chamber to behevc that he JS Jlltcr­
osted in the welfare of the primaty pro­
ducer! 

JYir. BEBBIXGl'ON: And he rcpr~ ,ents them. 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: The hon. gc·:Jt]Pr.wn 
will do a lot bPtt.",r by kcori11g qnif't for a 
\vhilc. \Yhen the first eo-opr'rative c nnpanv 
\Vas ,t:1rtrJl on the R.ichmon(l RiYor, th_e pro­
prietary hctorics told that company, '· Yo":r 
marhine1·v will rust out; we w1ll S('C that 1t 
will ru' t ont." Tllf':,· put their hc:cds 
together; and, as a mattn of fact, tlw brst 
factorv that was erected under the co-opm·a­
ti ye s~T~tem_ dld rust out_ T~ere h~q?lJC~ncd 
to be there men of constructrve ab1hty. I 
refer to Mr. Andrew Alcorn and :Mr. Robert 
Alcorn. 'l.'o-day anyone who goes down to 
Bvron Bay can sec a monument. to thc 
m~mnorv of that great co-operat1on1st. Mr. 
Robert. Alcorn. To-day the Bnon Bay fac­
tory is one of the 1 arf!est_, 1f not the larg-est, 
in the \Yorld. That lS what hr~s been 
achieved by co-operation on. the U1chmond 
River, and it has been nrn~cl to such an 
0 xtent that I bclieYf' tlwro IS not a pro­
prietary factory in tbo whole of that great, 
grand dairying area. 

JYir. COSTELLO: Under a Tory Government. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I wonld remind. hon. 
members oppoRite that, if Tory Go;-ernme:>~s 
had their way. there would be no co-~roratne 
companies. lion. n1ombers o17]lOS-L,e may 
laug-h, bnt thf1•7 have a \ways been oppos~d 
to co-oporotion. and the~· cannot. de'1v Jt. 
The·· aro opposed tn the co-operative ef_forts 
of tho workers. 'I'hev have alwave clanned 
that there shonld be no uniom ru;d t_hat there 
sh0nlcl be no prP.fon~nco tn n_rnonlRt~: ve.t. 
when thev HTe dra\Yi1lg' 11p art;clc..: for thr1r 
own as!3ociat.ions, they alway3 n1akc proviFion 
fol' a preference clause. 

}\fr. \lovVLP'S: Can ynn nam0 anY propri(•--
tary butter fadm"',· in Qncon,bnd' 

Mr. W. COOPER: Yes. 
l\Ir. Vowucs: "\Vh,'l"C? Name just ono l 

l\Tr. \V. COOPER: There an' fonr hon. 
mr·!nbf'rs of the Countr.v part\T . on the 
Oppo:::ition front bench-ow• il ~nl1rtt.or. one 
ct -chemist, ~no a groc,~r. a.11d I. do n,r:t kno·-"'­
wh:tt tht~ othPr hot:. lTit'!nhr~· 1s .. ~e. have 
pronrictary coropttnH· oprrnbn _1n nnc;;l~n.nP 
to-dnv w1'1n bwv up f'o-opr>ratn'P _factory 
hntte!· anrl lrbr'l it nnd ~cl] it ns thmr owrL 
Have y,'e hnd a nv nrctr· ;t from tJon. member< 
{)pnosite in rt<~a"rd tr: thq~? ~ot- nno , ... -ord 
ha,s C'\'Cr bePn snlrl 111 tlus Ch1n1hcr. as to 
ho·,· the C·J-opcratiYe fttc;orics or then~ pro· 
ducts are bcin![ explo;i·rd ln· propnctaro' 
ccrnpanics in Brisbane. The ide'1ft-· of that 
bniter is lD<t to those factories. 'Tlw pro­
prietary romprtnics aro n·c0iving- t_he produrt 
of tho o fadoriP . and the factones a I"C not 
rece-iving- the fair anrl rea o'lab)c. deal thr:-t 
thcv shonld p.;.'t. All th~ opposition to th1s 
Bill is nothing less than c·Hmonflag·o and 
hHmbug on th0 p trt of hon. 1Tl0n1h!..·1·s 0pn;o­
sit •. In one breath they scv that the B1ll 
wili be a c:nocl thing-. and in another th<'y 
say, "\Ye -ca.nnot permit it to b.ecome la:v 
because of the fact that the Prcm1or and h1s. 
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party haYe introduced it." They know per­
fectly well that tho farmers are now ;n;ake 
to the fact that hon. member··· opposite have 
been camouliaging- for 'o long. How much 
haye hon. members opposit0, done to bring 
ab0 ut decent conditions of marketing for the 
n1en they reprc<Scnt? Not one ha,nd's turn 
have thoY made, and not ono thing have 
they done in an endC'avour to or?"anis,· tho 
fanners or to H3'-;ist then1 to nu1-rket t,heir 
O\Yn prochlCts and rt' , i ve the full roward 
for thoit labour. 

Mr. BEBBll'-:GTO;; intorjcctccl. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I kno- tha.t the hon. 
nwmber for Dra:·ton has gone out on to the 
platform just bdore an election and told 
the people what he has done; hut hon. mem­
ber~ in this Charnbcr know cxrrctlv ·\"vhat he 
hno said and how much he has ;Jon0. Ho 

··e0rtainly has quoted butter. and tlwt is 
about all he lms qnoted. Dnt there arc 
.other primary jlldustr]( beside·, the dairying 
industry. 

~Jr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Yon sa.id he was 
aJl chPPSC just 110\V. 

l\11-. \V. COOl RR: .:\"ot one hem. m<!mbcr 
<Ht the other side has f'YC'l' L'ndeayoured to 
bring into cxi~te:nce a rura1 lw_nk for the 
pnrpOM' of uctablishing rural cn•dit:; to {~nablc 
'hn farnH'r to retain his produce until such 
tinH~ as the 1narkct is fayourablc. 1\ great 
l~al might bo done by the Council o£ Agricul­

tnrP to l''~tabllsh rural crcdit.>J for thn benefit 
,,f th0 hrmor.,.. If th~rP is o1w hnr·cbhip thet 
the fl'rmer ha, to contcud with it is the 
f"ct that nine times out of ten hP is compelled 
to S' U his produce at a ycry low priCl\ ~hnply 
b0causp he has no molH '\" to C<ilTV hin1 ov,_'r 
a bad time. ..\.s far l>;ck as HilO. on tlw 
Richmond Ri,·er, I adv•Jcatcd thr' (;o, ''rnment 
placing half U lllillion )lOUlJd., in tbe S·n-inf;· 
Eank for tho purpose of rnaking advanf'es to 
the farmers to enable the ·I to hole! thPir pro­
duce until a n~asnnab1L• pl'lce ('rJldd b0 
:>btrrined fm it. \Yo know thai thi, Bill 
<'Ont.ains some YE'"!':V good c1altst . such .a~ 
i he one relating to the markt'ting of fann 
f1roduco. IIad it not Lc~cn fm· thP GoYern­
ment fixing the price of bnlkr in Quecns­
land-no doubt so1ne hon. n10rnber opposite 
"·ill say ihat the farmer \\'as •·obbcd~-

Mr. BRAND: And quite right, too. 

:Mr. \V. COOPER: Yon ar" Ju't ahmt n 
''OllY('r"ant with the 1natte1 as otlwt· hou. 
1n0tnbers. 

l\Ir. C ·~TTERUrLL interjected. 

;\Ir. \Y. COOl'ER: You do uot know any 
thing about it; you \t ould hP hetter cuttir~g 
:'U,¥"<11'-CUDO. 

The SPEAKER : Ordcr ! l ,. ,mltl ask 
l10n. -ncnlbf'rs to rc·frain fro1n jnterj0dlng. 
nnrl I would ask the hon. memtwr for Ros0-
wood to addrcs~ the Chair. 

1\Ir. \V. COOPER: Hon. memlwrs opposil" 
a re endeavouring to dra·r me off tho trade 
Had it not been for the Queensland Govern­
mcnt fixing th~ vricc of butt1'r. the dair:> 
rarmcr jn QuCODSland y, ouJd not haY(~ got ft~ 
high a prlcc for hl:-: butte>r-fat a-. be received 
'" the result of the pricn l10ini-( fix<'d by 
the Commissioner of PricH. (Oppo..ition 
laughter.) 

An 0PPOSITIOX ME)IBER: Toll th tl to th1' 
rnarine~ .. 

l\Jr. \Y. COOPER: Hon. mPmbPt'R opposit0 
.~na:v laugh, but it eau lH:> pl'DYC'd that no 

farmer in :New South \Vales, Victoria, or in 
any other State in the ComnlmnvPalth got, 
the san1o price, during the tin1o the lulllCriai 
GoYel'nmcnt was buying butter at 274s. per 
cwt., as was paid to the Queonsland farmer. 
At. the time 1 took the troubl o to go over to 
the Northern Ri,-ers and YiRitocl tlw Byron 
day, Ballina, Cm-ab, South Grafton, 
·clmarra. and Kyogle factories, and, while 
the Qncen~laud frrr1ncr was recciYing 2s. 4d. 
for his butter-fat, tlw highc>'t price paid to 
the farmer on the Richmond Ri\"t'r in New 
South \Vales was from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 3~d. 

!\lr. \Y ARREN: They knew they had a soft 
thing on. 

:\fr. \V. COOPEH: Thr·y mav haYo had a 
soft thing on with me., but, I am quite 
Ratisf1cd they would hayo }Iad a JlUrnpkin if 
tlwy got you oYer thPre. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. \V. CUOJ'EH: The Co1nmouwealth 

Govcrnll1C1Jt, in tho firf-,t in:-;i" a nee. fixed the 
price of butter at 228s. per cwt., and there is 
no hon. 1ncrnhPl' on the oth~..:r sidtJ IYho dat?S 

not know that. The Corr1 aon­
[7.30 p.m.] wealth Gon'rnmtnt d0con rolled 

butter, and it immediately fell 
into the hands of the spc~ulators and droppPd 
to 218;;:;. per cwt. The State GoYCl~nnu~nt at 
that time took control of it. anrl fixed it at 
238s. per cwt.. or JOs. higher than the 
Commonwealth Government. 

.i'vlr. MooRE: What year \Yas thr"t? 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: I do not know \\hat 
ye J.r it. was. (Opposition laughter.) I c"11 
gii'C the figures, b11t I am not quite' certain 
about the year. (Ovposition laughtol".) 

Tho SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. IY. COOPER: Hon. members opposite 
know very well that what I am saying is 
true. They may try to load me off the track 
by asking tho year; I do not remember the 
your, but I know that that was done, and 
that the State Government fil;Cod the price 
rtt 233s. pc:· ewe. 'ThPY did more thew th"t 
-they pooled the whole of the butter, and 
the farmers in Queensland received about 
264s. per cwt. Bt'fore that, the co-operaLvc 
companies and some of the butter merchants 
had a conference \vith the present Minister 
and asked him to cease to control butter, and 
after the Gonernrnent relinquished control the 
butter immediately fell to 196s. per C\Vt. 
The farmers in my district are looking upon 
this Bill in a more optimistic light than 
many of the mcmbt'ts of the Country party 
would ondc avour to lead this Chamber to 
beliPve. The farn1ers sn:v, "VVo ha\·e always 
bcc·n le·l to believe that the Labour party 
worn opposed to the rnan on the land. but 
we haYo found that since thov haye been in 
power for seven years we "hav:e not lost 
anything there be-." 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : And tho farmer 
has not gained anything. 

111r. W. COOPER: At all events, they are 
infinitolv better off than thov were before. 
dc .. pite the difficulties which t'lw Government 
have had to contend "·ith through drought. 
cyclones, and the war. 

Mr. ·WARREK: What have the Government 
done for the farm or? 

Mr. W. COOPER: My electorate is the 
most closely settled agricultural district in 
Queensland. You can safely say th:"t _SO 
ncr cent. of the farmers in that dtstnct 
belicYc that the Premier and his party are 

Mt'. W. Cooper.] 
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in earnest in end ea :vouring to do something 
for them. If the Gm ernment fails, they can 
do no worse than past Governments have 
done, because past Governments ha,·e failed 
in everything they attempted to do. If past 
Governments have made an attempt to do 
something, ,·ou can rest assured that it was 
only camouflage on their part. At every 
election which came round, the only plank 
in the platform of hon. members opposite. 
whether belonging to the Nationalist3 or the 
Country party, was that the Labour party 
were a party of c1xploitcrs so far as the man 
on the land was concerned, that they were 
asking the fanner to pay too high 'vages, 
and would tax them off the land. As a 
matter of fact, one man went so far as to say 
that they would send up a gang of navvies 
and pick their farms up and wheel them into 
Moreton Bay if they were returned. 

Mr. \VARREX: Don't be funny. 

Mr. W. COOPER : That was said. I do 
not know whether hon. members opposite 
said it or not, but I would not have put it 
past them. vV '? have the Secretary for Agri­
culture as chrurman of the council. Some 
hon. men: hers opposite say that the Minister 
has no nght to be chairmrtn. It would be 
V<'ry intcre,ting to know who they 'Aould 
suggest should take his place. I have no 
hc~itation in saying that the farmers of 
Queensland will grasp this measure with both 
hands. \Vhen the district councils are formed 
a~d get into proper . working order, there 
Will be no ncPd fot· this partv to be ashamed 
of the part Y>hich it lms tak~n. 

l\Ir. BRA::\D (lJun·um): 'The hon. member 
who. has just rc•mmed his scat has gone to 
considerabl~ pams to try and make the 
Hou"<: behc:vc that the members of the 
C:~untry party a rp desirous of voting against 
this measure. I do not know whether the 
hon. member is aJraid of the Country party 
or not, or whether the farmers of Rosewoo-d 
have been stirring- him up, but he is an 
hon. member -,,-ho supported the Gm·ernment 
1n counect1on \vith the co1nmandcering of the 
butter in 1916, and the fanners of Rosewood 
know all about it. Only a fl'w minutes ago, 
:vhcn the hon. memb · r for Mirani was speak­
~ng. h~ used tho \Yard "suspirion,'' and 
~mmedwtely hon. members opposite went 
mto a storm of resentment. I clo not wonder 
that any hon. member in the Chamber rtfter 
rcvievvin~~ tho operations of this GoYCl:ninent 
for the last seven Y<·a rs. and knowing- what 
they have done to the butter prcduc"r·'· 1-:nm\·­
ing that t~ey have ':obbc'd the butter pro-ducers 
of som9 half a millwn pound,; storl'ng- ard 
have further tnxed the landowners of Cu~ens­
land to the extent of man,. huPdrcd thou­
sands of pound;, shcu)d wh-~n a B'll of this 
nature is submitted to the House. have some 
susplcion about it. \Y o knovv that. EO far 
as the Premier and the Secretary for Ag-ri­
culture arc concerned. they recognise that 
every farmN in Qucensla.nd will have some 
suspicion of their agricultural policj', bec"tlSe 
the Premier· has g-ono so far as to srtv "Let 
the dead pa·t bur.~~ it,; dead. Let" 'us u~e 
our brain:- ffH' ~omc bcttct· purpose in the 
future." The Premier rccoc:-nises that the 
farmers of Qucr,nsland canrct trust h'm in 
bringing- forward a Bill thrtt is to be eo 
beneficial. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY : Vi• c put vou on vour 
feet "s a sugar farmer bv bringing fon;,.ard 
a Bill. " 

Mr. BRA "-'D: The Premier will recog-nise 
that the whole of th() sugar producers of the 

[Mr. W. Coope1·. 

State have reaped their reward from the­
increa"ed price of raw sugar duo to tht.~ 
Commonwealth Goncrnment. (Government 
interruption.) 

A ·GOVER::-!MEXT MEMBER: Be fair. 

:Ylr. BRA::\D: Hon. members on this side 
appreciate, even if it is a deathbed repent­
ance, a mca,ure which is brought forward 
which possibly, with some amendment, may 
prove advantageous to the primary producer. 
Only " few years ago the primary producers 
realised that, owing to the action of this 
G ovcrnmcnt, it \Vas n.ece:::::;ary for them to 
band thetmeh·e·~ together politically anJ send 
representative; of themselves to this House to 
see if smucthing could not be done for them 
through legislative action. I ar1_1 pleased to 
''"' thr>t, through the farmers of Queensland 
having sent a strong contingent of Country 
party members, the Government now rccog· 
nise that thm· must do something to help tlw 
pri1nary producer. Ever sinco we came into 
the Chamber we have urged the Government 
to do something· for th.: primary producer. 
\Ye have told the Government that it was. 
necessary for them to do something for the 
n1an whon1, c;n the hustings, they \vere 
plea-ed to term " the backbone of the 
country. 1

' 

As l have said, at last something has come 
b ~foro the House, and as the Secretary for 
Agr;cuitnro says that ho is prepared to accept 
reasonable arncndments, I am go1ng to sup­
port the second reading of the Bill. It is 
,·pry piortsing indeed to know that at the 
dairy conference hold on 24th l\larch last 
called bv the Socretr>ry for Agricnlture, and 
at "·hi~h the Premier was present, His 
Excellency the Governor was asked to open 
that conforencr. During the remarks of His 
Excellencv. he made use of sentimenh that 
mc.nbcrs ~n this side of the House have been 
nrging for many long years. 

'The PRE)IIER: That is a reflection on the 
Governor. 

1\lr. BRAXD: I am not saying that he 
toe k it from our platform. This is what His 
Excellency ~aid on that occasion-

" undoubtedlv the farmer derived· 
profit in body ~nd character from living 
the most h"alth-: of lives, but he must 
ha ye something" more than that. Ho· 
must be able to g-ain from the hrtrd work 
of his life sufficient to enable him to 
e· tablish a good home, to bring up a 
larrro familv as they should be brought 
up," and to ~ecure for himself in old age. 
if nrt aflluencc, at any rrtte reasonable 
comfort and wellbeing." 

So far as the primary producers and their 
representatives arc concerned, those are our 
sentiments exactly. Last so~,ion the Secre­
tarv for Agriculture said in this House­
and he also made the same remark in other 
p 1ac0' outside the House-that production 
should be for use rtnd not for profit. He 
now recognises that it is right for the farmer 
to "d some little prof1t to tide him over his 
olcl"' nge. 

The SE"RE1'.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: That IS 

n beautiful ideal. 

:VIr. BRAND: But the hon. gentleman is 
rot carrving- ont to-day what he said l_ast 
vrar. In :-pe<Jking on the seconrl reading 
of the B;ll the hon~ gentleman sa·id that the 
f11rmer must get sornething more than enough 
for to-day, and that he must get something 
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to cover his days of old age. The Bill does 
uot provide for the price the farmer shall 
receive for his produce. 

ThP PRniiER: It provides for nn 
organisation. 

Mr. DRA2\:D: Yes; but it doe··· not mnke 
provision for fixing price~. l-Ion. rncmbt.1 r:::; 
opposite alwa:y;, say tlmt they are interected 
in the welfare of the farm labourer, so I ask 
thcn1 to assi~t me to put some clause into 
this Bill which will enable the farmer, on the 
recommendation of the Council of Agricul­
ture, if you wish, to rccei \"O for his produce 
a price sufficient to coYel" the cost of pro­
duction. If you are not going to allow tho 
priCe to b' based on the cost of production, 
then, so far as tho iarrn labourer is con­
cerned. he is not going to get wuch out of 
it. \Yo hav<> had the principle of price­
fixing cstablic..hcd so far as the sug-ar bu-;iness 
is concerned. The price which the comunwr 
has to pay for sugar is ba·,od to a certain 
extent on the co:ot of produetion. I think 
we should put in a clause to provide that 
the price shall be fixed according to the cost 
of production. I am pleased to hear from 
the Premier, and also from the Secretary for 
Agricultnro. that they have brought in this 
Bill for the purpose nf can-ying out their 
new objective, the socia!ication of industry. 

The HoME SecRETARY: You arc not game 
to yoto against th(, Bill. 

::\Ir. BRAND: So far as the Premier is 
conrernyd. we undcr~tood that he was going 
to rcsc1nd the new Labour objcctiv~. 'vhich 
was pa sed at the Al1-Auc.tralia Co!'crpc ., held 
in )1elbourne, ancl ratified in B: i 'banc last 
October, because we know that at the Bris­
bane ronfcrcnce the Pre1nicr put up a ~tl·ong 
opposit:on eg:>inst th0 new ohjortiYe. \Vo 
know, though, that important members of the 
Trades Hall and responsible officials made 
it quite clear that Labour Gov0rnmonto had 
to obey the dictatc·s of the Tra·dcc; Hall. 

J\l:r. BRE~;N~N: \Yhat about the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company that you have to 
obey'! 

Mr. BRA \D: In speaking the oth0r day in 
J\1clhom"'" on the socialisation of industrv 
Mr. K .J. Hollr.way, secretary of the Trad~~ 
Hall Council, said-

" Tlw congress had made it clear th.:.t 
the Lo hour mow· nr;nt did not now stand 
for the limited objective, of high0r 
wages and shorte1· hours, but for the 
con1nlctc -"oriali.,n.tion of industry. 
' Th ro is no need for politicians to be 
afraid to tell the ]Wople this fact,' de­
clared 1\'l:r. I-Iollowav. 'We are out to 
obcain ownership by the community of 
the m('an.::; of production, exch:1r g . and 
di .tribu'ion, and the con•rol of all 
indu~'Ties bv the unions.' Ono factor in 
hriug·inr tliis about. the speak r said, 
would bc;,ihe dra,wi11g together of different 
sectwn::;. 

J\1r. DREXNAN: \Vhd are Hw farmers doing 
hen~? Th0y arc forming thcmsc]vcs i11.0 

one big union. 

]\fr. DRA-;\;D: I int'nd to support ihis 
Bill bccaus._• the ~[inistcr is prepared to 
accept anHmdrncnts il ,Lt will iinlL t.l1c cpcra­
tion of the Bill to primary producers alon•'· 

The PRF.:\JU~n: Yon fa~~ you arc going to 
::>Fpport it. yPt th0 hon. nHnJbrr f:Je 
Murrumba says h ~ is goiug to oppose it. 

Mr. BRAND: Wo will support the second 
reading; bur., vvhcn it, gc 1

::; illiO ('OD1IIlitteo, 
we arc going to d2rrw.nd t.hat thi;:; Bill be 
nuulc n1ore sirnplc and more definite. 

The l'RE11lER: You a re trying to kill it. 

::Vh. BRAj'\D: I am not trying to kill it. 
Th · Secretary for Agricul: ure eays that, he 
wishe~:; to make it as irnplo as possibll). \Ve 
<ne out to 1nake all H-ills, n1orc particularly 
the clacoification of land5 and laws relating 
to agriculture, as sirnplc as po .;iblo, so that 
(very fanner c:::tn under'_,tand it. 

The PmmmR: vVhy hold it up? Why not 
lot the Bill go through? 

:VIr. BRAJ\D : I am not holding the Dill 
up, but I arn using my right to spt?ak on the 
second reading of the Bill. \V c h·, vc heard 
from i.hc P<·emier from time to time, and 
alco from the Secretary for Agriculture and 
from certain hon. memiwrs sitting behind the 
Gov _rnmen~-., that they are going to n1ake this 
Bill non-political. (Hear, hear!) vVo can 
agree that, if the Bill is going to be success­
ful, it must bo non-political; but the state­
ment made by the hon. member for Stanley 
this afternoon shows that it is not free from 
politic5. The hon. member said that all who 
\\"NC present at the dairy conference on 24th 
?\Iarch c-ould come to no other conclusion than 
that the Premier was determined to make 
political capital out of it. 

The PRE111ER: Ik had n• just;fication for 
111aking that assertion. 

:\fr. BR \ND: No memb·_,,s of this po.rty 
were invited to be prc'S('nt nt that conference. 

]\,fr. DRENNAN: I was not present, either. 

~1r. BRAND: It ras the opinion of those 
\dlO wo1 _ ptT'·Ont that the Premier and the 
f;r"::t·ct-:ny fm_~ _Agricult-ur8 had no other desire 
ihon that it should he politieal. I h>1ve a 
report of tho procccdjngs of that C'onfcrcnce, 
and ::\Ir. \V. T. Ilarric·, in speaking, made use 
of t,hes-' words-

" In Queensland they had advocated in 
sea .on and out of se'lson the formation of 
a cornpulsory Cornrnnnwcalth pool, but 
they were informed bv the Commonwealth 
authorities that it ,;,ollld be unccnstitu­
tional to grant a Commonwealth pool. 
That being so. it n•maincd for the 
Q•wcnsland dairy far.nor" to form a 
Queensland pool. Although he had 
ah' ays been an advocate for a pool, ho 
knew that they had not bet'n the succ•">s 
they at first anticipated." 

Th c Premier. the Sccretar:.- for Agriculture, 
itnd PVcrybody else !mew that tho Common­
woalih had turned down the proposed pool, 
hut JHr. llarris wa,s ju~d~ di-;cussing the subject 
gpncrally v;,-hrn t.ho Seerct.ary for _\griculture 
brought him back to the point again. The 
Minister said-

" Dicl the CommomYcalth Government 
refuse to grant you a Corrnnonweal"Gn 
pool?" 

Whv did the Minister ask such a question? 
It ,;.a; done because hP wished to instil into 
the minds of the farmers pr sc•nt. that the 
Commonwealth Government had tunwd it 
down. Mr. Harris repli<'d to tn, t rtuc·stion-

" The Comm<1nv- calth authoritic'· re­
fused to grant it on the grounds that '" 
interfered with State rights." 

Tha Premier thonght it was time for him 
to butt in, and he said-

Mr. BrancZ.] 
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"They would have as much authority 
to grant that as to form a Commonwealth 
Wheat Board." 

The remarks of the Premier and the Minister 
made it political, otherwise what v, as their 
reason for asking those questions? There wa, 
no necessity for it. :?\lr. Harris WRS only 
stating a fact which everybody knew and had 
accepted. ':l"'here was ' no need for the 
PrPmicr to draw him on unle,·; he had some 
political axo to grind, \Ve know that at the 
tirst conference called for the purpose of 
bringing this Bill into existence the Premier 
and the l\lini•.t'r circulated resolutions to be 
submittc·d, and they had it all their mYn wav; 
but at the second conference the Premier 
submitted a resolution that the Provisional 
Cou!!cil should appoint th€' Government 
nonu;1ec~ to be the committee to draw up the 
constitutiOn. 

Tho PREMIER: :0io, I did not. 
lYir. _BRAND:_ But wme gentleml'fl saw 

:che dr1ft of the Premier's action, and pulled 
h1m up, and many of the men there that dlly 
"aid th~t the Pr"mior left in a very dejectc•d 
1nood In conscqnence. Need wo go any 
further for proof that political capital i 
svught than the appoint:ncnt of :,h·. ,J urd. 
one of the North~~rn orgauisor:3 '! 

The SECRETAI!Y FOR AGRJCl'LTFR : You had 
bc,ttcr not refer to that again, bccam., I 
<'xposed the hon. member for Burnctt the 
Dther night. 

_l\1r. B~AND: The Minister did not justify 
h1s act10n. We have nothing to say 
against l\1r. J urd personally; lw ma ,· be a 
very fine man, but why does the Minister 
wish to o ppoint these organi 'ers? It is 
reported also on verv good authority indee·d 
that organiser \VebStcr has been ~<;"ked to 
conto·t some scat in the I.abour int •rest 
aftpr he has do no s-o1no organising. 

The PREMIER: On y h nt authoritv does the 
hon. rnember ~nggest that I or s()meone in 
the Cabinet a·· ked him? 

l\1r. BRAKD: Then• is a rumour current 
that the Premier askc·d him. If he• did not. 
Id him get up and deny it. 

There arc many things in the Bill that 
pos·,ibly will ae,ist the farmers to some 
extent. provided we can get in our amend-
1nents; but, possiblv, nothing can assist us 
more than satisfactory transport. \Ve know 
that to develop primarv production satisfac­
t-orily you mn ,t have good transport. and I 
am ph•ased to seo that the Commis,ioncr for 
Railway:; is a member of the provi"'ional 
council. because I think his advice "·ill be 
" gre1t asset indeed in the fa.cilihting of 
marketing. It doC'~• not matter whether the 
transrlOrt bP b? rnil, or :road, or water; it is 
nPre~.;ary to have r--ood transpo1·t to get 
primary products to the market. Speaking 
in this IInmr some few ni: hts ago. the hon. 
member for Hm·bert mentioned that the 
dcvc]op1n£'nt of the sugar industry in North 
Queensland vcas to a great f'Xlcnt due to the 
<'xtcnsion of railways, and I think he will 
ngrcP thn t 1t i,c: nec-·sc:ary to ha.ve good rail­
r~;ay fac-ilitiPS in orrlcr that cane rnn get 
readily to market. Dut what has happened 
ln :North Quc:•n~1lnd h~s certninly not bap­
penf'fl 1n Ronth Quf'Pn~land. v:hcrc \YC kno"\v 
thc diso.bi\itics \Yhich pro with the absence of 
railway communication. This Gover_nment 
haH' clcliberatel:v hold up th-e ""d"''S!OTI of 
lines in South Queensland. more particularly 
th0 Cio"n(lnon-T(aHiwa line. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is this 
a second reading speech? 

[Mr. B1"and. 

Mr. BRAND: Yes. I am dealing with 
transport, which tho Bill provide, shall be 
handled by the Council of Agriculture. I 
want to ny also that it i:J necessary that the 
council shall have SOlll(' 1nondator~v lJOIYcrs. 
so that they can ac\viso the GoYornmcnt that 
that line should be completed, because there 
JS a large area tht~ro of undcvololH~d lctnd fit 
for cane culture, the vroduction from \\Thich 
would cs .. ist a mill in which tho Govcr1m1en;; 
n re inyolv<:!d to the o-·tcnt of some £50,000, 
and unlf': 3 the lino is oxtendPd they can 
never hope to regain that amount. The Bill 
provides that the Governor in Council " may, 
on the recommendation of the council," do 
CPrtain thing;. I mbmit tbat in certain 
i1j.~tanees it shouJd bo obligator.; on the Go­
vt~rnincnt to carr the recommcndntions of 
the council illto effect. If not, what is the 
use of your council? 

J\!Ir. BRENXAX: You want tho CoUJccil to be 
a separat_• Government, 

1\Ir. BB,AXD: The Bill endcayour,: to 
make that provision, but there is a lcophole. 

rrhf-} Mlni:.;ter, in his second rc.__ding speech, 
said that the provisional Council pas·,Jd a 
ruolution for tho Df Mr. 
Stcphon ·walker to go '.\IPlhounlt<. Does 
the Minister still ccntcnd that his appoint· 
1ncnt -...,,~a:;; maclt~ on th<~ rocotnLwnclation of 
that Council? 

'J'h-~ SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTl'HE: No. I 
never n1adc that staten1ent. 

Mr. BRAND: 'The hon. gentleman did. 
I :,ay that the appointmc•ut of Mr. Stcphen 
\Valkcr wa' made b:v a hocly compri: inp: the 
hon. member for Musgravo, 1\ir. A. Adie, 
Mr. T. A. Powell, and Mr. Hoey. 

The PRnJJeR: It w:·r; on the joint repre· 
sentation of th0 1Jnitr·d C:tnP GrowoT / ~t\fiso­
ciation and th,~ ~\usi-ralian Sug'-"'l' Pro­
ducers' Ascociation that tho appointment 
was n1ade. 

Mr. BRA?\D: That nppoinhnci!t \".as 
brought up here by thn c\Iini,tcr, but I do 
not think h" h:td nnwh to do \Yith it. I 
thiuk a g-oocl dPa.l of ereclit is duo to the hon. 
memb0r for :!\:I 'ckn:v for putting the sugar 
bu.sinoss thrDu.gh during the trying pPriod 
of this year. Unlike the Secretarv for Agri­
culture, he did not try to make political 
cap1!al ont of the last sngar conferenr,', He 
hrts really sho•::n th0 Secrrtan· for A.[\'ricul­
tur~ the way to c],,t] with these problems. 
e.nd I hope that ir< the fnttJrc' the example 
ot h7l h~m \Yil1 prove adYantagcow~ not only 

to the 'Minister but .Jso to the sugar indus­
tr~v as a whoh~. 

There should be an improvmncnt in the 
quality of t.he prodnC'P ruis()d on our farms, 
and the Council of Agriculture should sec 
that produce of the bc,r, oualitv onlv is sent 
to competitive market". vY<> know thr>t other 
('Onntrics send cnlv their vcrv best to com­
pditiw· markets;· but in Qw'ensland the 
present Government l1Pli0ve that our be•t 
nrodurts should remain within our o\vn 
border~, and bn cDn~utnPd hv ouJ~ ow11 
pc;-,ple, and that our second and third o:rade 
stuff should be scmt outside the State. If thut 

is going- to h<• n llowC'd to con­
[8 p.m.] tinue. '"'" sha.ll have absolutely 

no hopP of comnE>t1ng aga lnst 
other countries. That polio\' has had 
injurious cffpct<;<, in thf' prrst. and t{) a certain 
extent Now ;l,ealand has bcC'n able to outdo 
1n on a compctitinc market. I hope the 
Council will send con1mif. ~ionors 0 1tt to trv 
and exploit our nab1ral hunting ground ii1 
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the East. The East prm·ides a great oppor· 
tunity for Australia, and thn Government 
should assist the council in trying to develop 
thvt market, because there are large popu­
lations over there \vho are dc~.irous of 
'Dhtaining our produce. In the first session 
·of this Parliament the Government abso­
lutely refused h allow e1·en our '''rond­
grado wh0e~t to go to th'' East ut a high 
price, witl1 tho objcC't of (]pyeloping- thDRO 
lltarkut:-. I hope tl1~: counc·il "\vill go into 
the n1nttcr of nJarkct-; and transport fn.ci]i­
tics, and by that 1nL~tns obtain sorncthing 
"\;·hi eh v-ill hnlp ou1· prinw ry producPrs. 
Abo\Tn .n11, I l OlH~ thr:.v will b gJy,~u rnanda-
tory pO\Yers to tlH' price of our cDnl-
modi'ir on the of the eo t of produc-
ticu. If t-J-10 agT·POS ~o the an1end-
rncmt:: \Vhjch t1J(• Oppu~itlo!1 are going to 
·off~r. I will \vj;;-h thr, n1cn~nrc a pcacc'ful 
journ"y thrmw·h this Bouse, and I hope thl' 
re 1lt ·will be Hati'2lfactory to the prin1ary 
producer. 

:\Ir. KIR\\'.\'\ illridw11c! (1Yho was 
rP-cf'iVt'i with Opposibon lan,~bter and crrc~ 
of "Anotho1· prim try producc1·") said: I 
haYC li""tcnecl to the no1~' n1ndc b:,- hon. 
nwmhe of the Opp' -iti,-,n. I ha,-c just as 
n1nch 1'1ght to discv~ .. the prlnciplrJ con­
taiued iu thi, Bill u ho,ye the four leadin[; 
men no~,- s~tting on the front Opposition 
"bench--a .:;oliciior, an cx-soliC'itor, a rnotor 
agency p1·oprietor, aYld a chmnist. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. J. H. C. HoBERTS: \Vhat does a rail­
way porh·r know about it'! 

Thn SPEAKEH : Orcl"r 1 Order ! 

:\Ir. :~IH\V.\C';: The Lon. member for 
Pitts\vorth has ~ugge;,i 'cl that. as an ex­
ruihva= porter, I mn not f'ompcten+ to dis­
-cuss the matter. Perhaps I had a much to 
do \Vith the farrning comrnunitv as son-:e hon. 
gentlenY~n oppoeitc when I Pnrne:l an honest 
li\·lng as a ~ervant of the Con1m.i~siorwr for 
Railwa; .:;. 

I have listened to the· speeches of hon. 
ge11tlem0n oppoc-;ite. ln the course of rny 
address the otht r 8Yt•ning un tlw motion 
moved by the hon. member for Lcichlmrcit, 1 
m' 11tioncd that hen. m~mbcn of the Opposi­
tion spoke in rnany languages, If evidence 
were required in proof of that statement, 
we h'l\'C had ample in the d<'batc on the 
second rodir>r;- nf this "Sill. The main nrin­
ciples of thi, Bill were outlined bv • th0 
Prcn1ier jn an address which h0 dC'ljvere(i 
in February of this ye'~"' at Laidlcy, followed 
bv a, further acklresr, at Lo-.,ood. I think 
~" c~n say without fear of contradiction 
t.hat by no s •. rct.ch <Jf imagination cnn the 
'' Dn,ily Mail" bo considl'rerl to be favour­
able to t.his Government. Therefore'. I may 
b•o permitted to quote its opinion on the out­
line of the ngrieu!tural poiic:; delivned by 
the Premier on th::Jt oc~""'asion. The " Daily 
:Yiail," \Vhich at one' tirnc as the organ 
of the Countr:· party-I cannot s"Y whether 
it is now-in a leading article on 22nd Febru­
.ary, 1922, said-

" Considered pure!~· from tlw ,tand­
point of re;; son, the:-- reprr•scnt a ;;pir ndid 
policy. They arc constructive, and ouzht 
at least to prornoto a nJcro intelligent 
inter,_,st in the problerns of agrjcnltural 
development. Mr. Thoodore exhibits a, 
states,.,anlike Yision w.hon he joins with 
the Country party and ad-.;ocates the 
cause of co-operation.'' 

~Jr. BEBBINGTON: That shows that we arG 
·;tatosmen. (Laughter.) 

1922-x 

Mr. KIRW AN: As an inclenondont critic, 
Mr. Speaker, ~·on will observe wherein lies 
th~} difforencc bctv\-·ccn thn Prornler and his 
GoYernmont and hon. gentJornrm opposite. In 
',' la~;r portion of this :>rticie the "Daily 
... '1-itul says-

" But ho has p;one bey one! I he loader 
of the Country partv in laying clown the 
broad lines on w.hich co-operation shonld 
be more cxtcnsivch· ""tahlisherl. The 
Cmrntry p~rt.v ha-, uttered a lot of plati­
tuclc·s about r·o-overa~.iYf~ t:lltf'Tlll'ise. but 
it has boon kit to tlw ],.:uler of a La.bour 
pn.rl." to come for·\'" rd with bold eon­
structivo 1nca':·Ures. ba• ed in t.ho rnain 
upon tl1o e.\ pcrienr~ ..; of othPr f'ountries. 
It is YCl'Y rel'r~tt ... ble that Mr. Thcodore 
shonld be ab];, to s:cal a m.,rch on o. 
party which mnlu:s co-operation its 
slogan, hnt it -;vonld bP vcr)r nll1Yise for 
the mombet' of the Country party merely 
to subject his propo,ctl' to pett.v party 
criti{ ism. Thev should be conBidered 
on their Incrit ,_~ As a broad ontline of 
a srhen1C~ fGr CO-()pcratiYA dcveJoprnent, 
they provide fe-w loopholes fot· cl'lticism. 
'_r}IG prorJO:'<~d .flistrlct n2;rieultural coun­
cils would be of in,-u]mtble sNYicc. Thev 
\vould he r·onlpo~,od (Jf pr.a:tiral farmer~s 
who wonlcl be able I o Tlring their prob­
lems di recti:· to the DepartmPnt of 
Agricultm·e." 

In spih of that, we hayc hod the composi­
tiou of that Council denounced in the most 
urm1easnrcd terms b:v hon. n1ombct ') oppojite. 

:Wr. DEACOK' It is not all farmers. 

l\1r. KIR\VAN' The artide codinues-
" I-Iowev0r. the great quest-inn raised 

by 1\1r. Thenckre is co-operation. By 
,,-arrnly espousing- it and prornising it 
tho assistance and enconraa-cn1ent of the 
Government, tht~ Prmnicr 'has throvvn a 
challenge to the Country and Nationalist 
P'trlies. The chn.llcngo ca.nnot bo ignored. 
\ 7 aguo gencrn]itir-s will not an~w er it. 
The anawcr must lr· proof of sincerity 
for the cau'c of co-operdion. not in the 
na.rro1v, bnt in the larger sense. 

"It is tirnc that '1 !?'aYn up talking in 
the air a boHt cu-opc~r~1ilon. \V,~ shc-·uld 
vet down to tho lwdrock of practical 
co-operation. '1-,hn.t a.pplic.:J especially 
to the C'ountty pnrt::. whir'> TlO'." is called 
11pon to rr~f'Pt ~1 forrnida bl0 C'ballen!Sc on 
its 01vn ground." 

How ha Ye hon. gentlemen opposit, met that 
chnpcngr'? I-Icnv ha,~{) the::- attprnpted to 
c-ritlc-iso the statc••n1an1ikP propo-~<.d" ootlined 
by the Pr·.>micr ,. hich find Pmbodimont in 
thn various clau.-:c-; of thls mt:rL6Ure \.\·hich \VO 

have bcnn discn-sing for the last two or three 
da.,·s '( ],et us tako the attitude of the Coun­
try party on this tueasurc. The hon. mernber 
for Pitts,yndh (:\Ir .. J. U. C. Roborts), in the 
"Dailv Y\lail" of 2~th FPbrnarv last. 
expresSed his opiruon nnclcr tho hc.tding-

" TRAP FOR FARMERS. 

'• THE PHE-:\JTEH'S BAIT . 
"'l'hrotcn Out to Catch Votes. 

''Mr. Roberts Suspicious." 
Hr> said-

" Taking the spe0.ch as a whole. it 
seem~ to be cxactlv si1nilar to that 
delivered on one 'occasion by Mr 
Holman, the leader of the Labour no­
vernment in New South \Va,les, but 
nothing evcntua tcd thm·e. and I fook 
with great suspicion upon this outburst. 
as more or less a vote-catching trap, 

Mr. J[irwan.] 
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baited with o, trndrr morsel to <'atch a 
certain farming votr.'. GoYcrnmr-nt con· 
trol of the n<rricnit ual industry will 
proYe Pn C'YCd ·sting menace toe those 
eng::q:{cd in a.g-riC'nltnrc." 

Mr. BEBBfXGTOX: .\nd he is of the same 
opinion still. 

Mr. KlR\VAN: I shall connect them up 
briefly, nnrl we ·-hall ~cc whcr•l hon. members 
star.d: The To-rer of Balwl \Yas os nothing 
comnar0cl wiH1 h1n. mrmhc'rs at thP prco;;Pnt 
time". The "Dail_v ~1ail," dealing with the 
attitudr• of the le~dcr of the Opposition, 
hladcd the article-

" TRcsT Trm~r KoT. 
" LABOrR'S PRO::.\HSES. 

"J{r. Von'lLs's Arlrict to Farrners. 
"'They a.re Fooling You.''' 

It said-
" r'\ftcr seven )'Pll rs' inaction rc~arding 

vour interests. this Gcn·0rnrnf'llL \Yhich 
prided itself in the p~st with beini!" a 
on0-dass (}oycrnmcnt. snc~clPnlv wakes 
to the fact that your votes ma,v bo usoful 
to them in t.ho fUture. 'Trust tbctn not. 
Thov are foolm(l" :·ou'-1\Ir. \V. J. Vowles 
to the \'uocnslnnd farmcrfi.'' 

Hon. gent le men opposite ought to appoint n, 

reyising d0partn1Pnt to pcru~c thP spePrhcs 
and RtntC'rrtcnt~ th('.V n1akP in the public Pre:-;s 
and rotn!)arc thnm \vith those the:'>~ propo~c 
to dolin'r in thi, Homo. so tho,t there will 
h•' sou1c continuit~· of polic,v, son1P eons1c,toncy 
ia their attitnrlo. Tho kacler of th<' Oppcsi­
tion. a ftcr .-.ccl:·g the PrP1nicr's poliry out­
lir;cd in that wav, srwaking thP other night 
in connection with thi' BilL said-

. . . I sav that we \vant this; the 
fann('rs want it; WP hn.Yo a ked for it; 
and it i~ in our p1ntfnrn1. It j~ a part 
of the platform l,,-hich \YBs pnnncjatod 
years ago by the Farn1crs' party." 

At that rate the Farmers' pnrt,· stand for 
Yoto-c·atchi:Jg_, and th~'Y stand for fcollng thr 
farmPrs. 

~1r. G. P. BArK£3: The farn1ing comn1unitv 
want co-oper Ltion, and llOt natiO~utlisation. V 

Mr. KIR\YAN: The hon. mecnber for 
JYJirani ma:l' bo regarded as one of the most 
reactionary mc1nbers sitting in oppoo.:.lbon. 
In a lettPr in the "Daily :\Iail'' of 25th 
Februa n-, 1922, he sairl- , 

'" 1 t i~ ccrtainh· verv g-ratifying to 
mcmb0r;-o:; of the ()ountr'v rwrty to find 
that J\1r. Thcodore no~, J~rotn~."'PS to carrv 
jLto Pff('Ct some of th(~ 'tives cor~--
ta1ncd in the Country pn platforn1." 

1:'h• PnE:\IlEH: I an1 ufr;_;"id it v<·ns not too 
gratifyillg, 

1\Tr. KIR\Y.-\="1: In tho "Daih- :\I~il"' of 
13th 1\Iay la t, the hon. mcdJbcr for Ih·nytun 
said-

" \Vha tever n1ay bcPn 
Tl1oociorc' i ~cnt~on· . 
doflht t1J at the sch( me 
the p;l'; a test. pol1tical 
01} the vubli~ and pnid for !J~· the fH'oplP. 
ThP rh1Pf ann of the Gnvermncnt i:s to 
btc<l k up thP Qucenc~land Farmer~' Unjon. 
the Sugrn Cro,vcr"' Associat3on. and the 
Conntr.v party. This scherne is being 
used for that purpose." 

If jJ,j, Bill the policv of the country 
partY ho\v f'<ln the gentle 11an s~1,nc1 up 
to thot statement of the '' Dailv M"';l'' '? 
Doee he say that the Country party stand 

l J! r. J( incan. 

for the smad1ing of the CRll(' g-ro\VPrs' 
org-anisation~. the bur~t~np:r nn of th,~ Queen:-­
lnnd Farr1£'rs' L:"nion, and gt'neJ·nlly snreadjng 
d~:-.orgnni~at-ion an1ong ,f- the pritnar.:· pro­
ducers? I-T on. n1t,':llbr>r~ opnosite ha \·0 statt•d 
thr>t th0 P.Jll renr0~Pnt~ th0i,, n0licY nnd 
that lt hnf-i be0n .. a pJank in 1 h0i-r nbtforrn. 
nnd th0n t1v~ next mi"ute thev d.rnnupcc it 
ln mo·-t nnn10a~urccl trr,~·ts. L-t 11 know 
definitely fro·11 thc'e hon. gentlcnH'n whcrp 
the,- -tand, :'\otwithsbnding that the leader 
of the Opposition said-

" \VP wrtr1t thl'"; thr> farmors want it; 
wo have a<;;:ked for jt," 

the hon, mcmlwr for Drovton in the ·• D:rih­
:Yiail." on 22nrl May last. said-

" So far as can bC' SC:f'n, rttlc 1wnd-it -j., 
going to af'cruc to the' ord1Pa.r:v f::1nn0r 
and dairyn1an fro•n tl1c Goy,- rnn1r:nt's 
sr-h0n1o of orgrtnisation." 

Mr. BEnBINGTON: \V e h,n·c not soon it yct. 

Mr. KIRWAN: If the hem. members 
op:)osite ea 'l prevC'nt it. we 1''' not ~oinp­
to see a grcal deaL If this Bill st 'n ds for 
the m·inciples that have been enuneiated by 
th0 Counh~~· p~lri',v, ono v~·)uld h1v0 h 1 kPn it 
for g1·antcd that the ]Pndcr of tlw Country 
part~v would have stood up and eonftrntn1atod 
the Premier for at lnst doin~ son10thing for 
the far-uing co1n -lunitv, a .. rl. the hon. mem­
bers opposite W<'U]d have allm1cd the B"ll. to 
g·o through ih sPcond rr'Qd1ng 'l'd be carr1ed 
~11 the voic '", and ere this 1\'e might have had 
tlw Bill pa"ed through the Co·nmittec stage. 

:Yir. BRAKD: \Ye '"ill c cc all about it when 
it is going through Cornn1.lttcc. 

1\ir. KIR\V"\:.Z: lion. members opposite 
are determined to \\Tf'Ck the Bill when it 
gets into Con1rnittce. Their polic.v has been 
one of consistent misrepresent1tion so far as 
the attitnd0 of tho Labour p•rtc· is concerned 
generally towards the farming community; 
and, now that the Gm·crnn:ent haYe brought 
fon•,ard a con,tructiYo Bill end hRve put 
forward a mca"'UlY' \vhich the Brisbane 
"Dailv Mail." hich is an anti-Labour 
organ," describes as a state:-manEkc attempt 
to d, a! "ith one of the greate---t problems. m 
Queensland. hon. members oppositP are gomg 
to wreck the Bi11 if the,- can. Thoy have 
no serious intention of ·doing anything to 
make the Bill acceptrrblo to the farmers, 
gencral1y. 

'\lr. J3EBBTli'G'fOX: \Vhat do c·ou think of 
l'llr, .Jnrd's appointment? Did he not stand 
do\Vll for the .Prcrnie-r at th(' la -t olt•ct.Ion, and 
is not this hi,- row.ii·d foe cloihg so? 

The l'RE>IJER: I neYer knew him. 

1\lr, KIR\YA);: If hon. members opposite 
have any object'ou to a provi::ional appoint­
m• ut. their at I itude as a party should bo to 
pass this Dill for the bcnofit of the farming 
comn1U11lt~7 , upon ·.,hich it is based and up_on 
\Yhich it drpond:- for it~ succPs.s as an (~ffectJve 
n1cns.ure. jn order that rnachinery mav be 
put in working o,·der so that tho farmcrJ can 
dcct their rcpresentatiycs, I hope the 
Co1·ernmc!]t will not rush this Bill through. 
After the next election the hon. mcmhor for 
Drn•·ton may be !coking for a job. and the}­
might put him on. The attitude of the• 
National party is something akin to that of 
the Countr:: party. Th~_\ arc div'dod. and 
the! do not know wh .r' thov stand o 1 this 
measurE'. The hon. member· for Kurilpa is 
general!:--· regarded a~ ono of the mo t 
important members of that party, and I 
noticed that, when they were round after 
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the scalp of the hon. member for Oxley 
recently, the hon. member for Kurilpa was 
ono of the members who addressed nearly 
eYcry meeting in conjunction with the loader 
of his party. Speaking the other night in 
connection with this Bill, the hon. member 
said:-

. . . It cannot, therefore, be reason­
ably expected that the X atiol1alist parts;, 
will offer any serious objection to the 
introduction of this measure, and for 
that reason WC' will give it all the assist­
ance \Ve possibly can." 

No matter what one may think of the hon. 
member for \V>11'Wick, one must admire him 
for his courage and candour. Tnorc is no bearw 
ing about the bush so far as he is concerned. 
He made a straif(ht out. plain declaration, 
and allowed his electors to know clcarlv and 
emphatically where he stood. He did not 
walk the plank llkc the leadN of the Opposi­
tion. In contrast to the utterances of the 
hon. member for Kurilpa, the hon. member 
for \Varwick. speaking on this Bill the other 
night, said :-

" . . . I am out-and-out opposed to 
the Dill under the present Administra­
tion, and I do not care who knows it. 
A more daring. audaciom. and cruel Bill, 
wac, never presented for the consideration 
of a deliberative iiY·emblv in a British 
land. ' 

" The PREMIER: vVhat do vou think of 
the Country party for supporting such 
an audacious proposal? 

" Mr. G. P. BARXES: That is a matter 
for the Country part,~. I do not care 
what my electors do with me. I have 
no hesitation in tolling them that they 
are touching a Ycry dangerous thing, 
which comes within the domain of 
common ownership, and which I have 
termed ' tonGd-down So,·ietism.' " 

Mr. :\I oRGAN : Is that in order? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: It is in '' Hansard." 

Mr. KIRW A:\: It is much better to have 
it reported in "Hansard" than to have any 
difference of opinion as to whether it is iil 
order or not. Reference was made during 
the debate to letters received b.v the Secretary 
for Agnculturc, congratulating the Govern­
ment on the proposal now before the House. 
If we take the attitude of the anti-Labour 
Press, we find that tho>'e men who may be 
regarded as speaking with authority, so far 
as pr1mary product;on of the State is con­
cerned. with very few exceptions arc able to 
rise above their political party views, and 
to give credit to the GoYernmcnt for what 
the;: h1ve do'1c in connection ith this parti­
cular Bill. The following article, a,ppearing 
in the " Daily Mail" of 11th J ulv last. 
expre;oed the views of Mr. G. H. Pritchard 
in connection with this proposal:-

" MR. PR!TCHARD'S VIEWS. 

"RESCLT OF ORGA~ISATION. 

" Mr .. G. H. Pritchard, secretary of the 
Austrahan Sugar Producers' Association 
who is a member of tho council and of 
the achnini;:;trativc and sugar committer'i, 
was asked to express his Yiews on the 
subject of the council in it-; relation to the 
sugar industry. He said he thought that 
where the council would serve that 
industry most would be where any joint 
art,on was necessary on the part o£ the 
priniary prodclCers of the State, and, 
perhaps, later on, of the Commonwealth. 

" There could be no two opinions con­
cerning the wisdom, indeed, the absolute 
necessity, for intense organisation of each 
industry. and the constitution of the 
Agricuitural Council had been well and 
carefully thought out, and if taken up by 
the, producers with anything like 
enthusiasm, as it should be, much of 
material benefit should accrue to them." 

.Anyone who knows :'\Jr. Pritchard knows. 
that he is strongly anti-Labour and has no 
bme for this Government. He is a man "ith 
definite convictions so far as the policy and 
attnude of this party are concerned. That 
is the definite statement of Mr. Pritchard, 
and "Mr. Pritchard, as I have already mdi­
catcd, is a 1nan who holds ~trong anti-Labour 
Yicws; he has· no tin1e for thi/3 Governrnent 
or its policy. But contrast his vie;-. s with 
the Yiews of the hon. member for Drayton. 
In the one case you have the opinion of a. 
man who is not afraid to speak the truth 
regarding his political opponents, and on 
the other hand vou have the hon. member 
for Drayton, who is continually whining and 
crying about the alleged misdeeds of this 
Go\"ernment. After the creation of this pro­
visional council. duo to the energy and work 
of the Secretary for £\.griculture, warmly 
mpportcd by the Premier, certain gentlemen 
1n•nt Scuth. Thov fiL,t addressed the con­
ference in New So.l!th \\'ales. and they later 
on went to :Yielbourne; and will anv hon. 
member on the Opposition benches cf.:tre to 
contradict me when I say that the"- pointed 
ant to tht' 1\ew South \Vales farmers and 
the farmers of Victoria how much better off 
the farmers in Queensland were'! How does 
that fit in with the continual reiteration of 
nbomd st ltement' by hon. member,. opposite 
th· r thP farmlna con1munib· is not doing 
well under this Government? 

:\Ir. :'\loom:: Will you dcnv the state­
ments mad0 by the sam'e gentle~1>lll ]a,t year 
when the Government commandeered their 
butter? 

:\Jr. KIRWAN: I will deal with that 
interjection later on, but I am not going 
to be dra \Yll off my recognised course by the 
ban. member. (Opposition lauvhter.) Th& 
hon. member will not " Ha! Ha" ,~:hen I 
ha Ye fin:shet! with him. The "Daily Mail" 
of 17th ApriL under the heading "' Conference 
:n Sydney," had this to say-

The conference on Thurc,daY 
was thP large~t of ib kind ever held ill 
:\' ew Sol!th \Yales. delegatee, from prf'e­
tic,• 11;· c\~cry ·dairying ron1pany in the 
State being present, in addition to :\lessrs_ 
T. F. l'lunkett" W. l'nrccll, \V" T. 
IIanis. and J. E. Dean. of Queensland_ 
:\Ir .. J. C. :\IcHca. prcoiclt•nt of the 
Primary Producers' Union, presided. 

" Mr. T. F. l'lunkett. of Queensland, 
who had received pcrmisc,ion to address 
the conference. made a forceful and con­
Yincing speech. \Yhich called fnrth fre­
quent outbursts of applause. C'ucNlsland, 
he said, hac! had a wheat pool for the 
past two seasons. and at the request of 
the chee"c-prodncf'r~ a comnnlsor,v rheese 
pod had now been C' t-,b'isherl. Owing 
to that pro! prices prevailing in Oueens­
hnd at the present time were higher 
than in the Southern Stotes. The dele­
g"ates, present would rPa.dilv nnder~tF.nd 
whv it was necessarv for himself and the 
rth0r Queomland dcl0gatn to visit the 
Southern States to accist in bringing 

Jlr. J(incan.] 



Primary Producers' [ASSEMBLY.] Organisation Bill. 

about standardisation of 
out the Commonwealth 
primary producers might 
on the land." 

prices through­
in order that 
be able to live 

A long statement was made by thes~ gentle­
men on their TC'turn from the :Ylelbourne 
conference, a report of "·hich appeared in 
the Brisbane daily papers on the 1st 1'lay, 
and a paragraph from that report. which 
.appeared in the "Courier," reads-

,, The example set by Queen land, and 
the :tdvent last week in l\1C'ibour:lC of the 
members of tll8 Dair~·ing Industry A·d­
viscry Board, the splendid work they 
accomplished in the way of private 
negotiations with the proprietary, sell­
ing, and other interN~& prior to the 
confer0nce last VV cdnesday, the publicity 
campaign they initiated. and the very 
evident desire to sink rtl! personal ani­
n1osity and je-alousy and do something 
practicable to better thP status of the 
dairying industry, together with their 
"\Yillin~ness to discuss every aspect of 
the proposals with the proprietary, sell­
ing, and co-operative interests in 1\'Icl-
bourne, bore fruit. " 

\Vhat I --;,yant to omphasi '(' in corHlf'dion with 
that statement in the " Courier" is that it 
was mainlv due to the attitude of this Govern­
ment. particub rly to the attitude taken up 
by the Secretrtry for Afrriculturc and tho 
Prcn1icr in having creat,._•d that In·ovlsional 
.council, that thoso six rcnrt")cntatiyes 'vcn~ 
:~ent South and ·were abl0 to infup;p :-;on)P 

ne\'Y idPas into ihe rcprescntatiycs in New 
South \Vales whom thcv met. and in Vic­
tol'ia, which is the rnost dl;":orgnnisE'd State 
in Australia so far as the farming con1munity 
iB c>oncerned. and \vhere they are cutting· each 
other' a tluoats so far as price<';. <d'e conc.ernPd. 
There has been no effective organi .. ntion of 
the farme;·s there, and the .-isit of thcsf' 
gentlemen opened the eyes of the f.,rmers of 
Victoria. who were refused a pool by the 
Nation ali~t Government. G E:'rwra 11-:-.· spca kinp;, 
the creation of the provi~lonal eoun('il h:v 
the Sef'retary for Agrlcultur0 was large];; 
rec.pon ible for the good work that was done. 
'The hon. member for Aubigny asked. "\Vhat 
about the butter that this Go.-ernment eom­
mnndccred ?" I would sooner stand behind 

.<J Government that commander rerl the lmttcr 
o£ a farmer than stand behind a partv that 
wanted to command0er t.he farniPr's "nn~. 
The pnrt.v oppo,,.itc "\vantcd to cnnunandecr 
mmnbt_ rs. of the fanning cornmunit:v and sen<:i 
the1n ovf!rseas, whether they 1vantcd to go 
O.t' not, and now they kick up a row bE:'f'ause 
of a few pounds of butter that were com­
mandeered bv the Go.-ernmcnt. I do not 
admit that their statement arc corrcct-1 
have .-cry frequ0ntly rPpudiatecl their sug­
gc~tions-but allowjn~, fqr the 'ak0 of argu­
ment. that their statements are correct. we 
wjll pnt on orw Firlc against tho Goycrnrn0nt 
what thn farmer·' lost in connection with that 
compulsory seizure of bu+tcr. and we will put 
on the other ,jcJe what the suo:ar-grov. ers of 
Queensland got from the Regulation of 
Sugar Ct~,ne Jlrircs ... 1\ct. and on the san10 
side what the farmers of Queensland got in 
connection with this provisional connril. and 
then let the hon. gentlemen opposite balance 
the account. I unhesitatingly say that. as a 
result of the operations of the Regulation of 
Sugar Cane Prices Act. the farmers of 
Queensland have done better at the hands of 
this Government than thev did :tt the hands 

·of any previous Governm'ent. At any rate, 

[ll:lr. Kirwan. 

they haYe a Government in power that had 
the moral courag-e to bring forwn re! that Bill 
and press it through this House, and 
cndertvour to get it through the Le!-l'islative 
Council. in spite of the bo•stPcl n.ncl pm,crful 
fl!lancial influ0nce which backPd hon. rncm­
hPI'S opposite a.t eyc-ry f'h?ction and which 
rn·o.-irlecl the funds for their political battle:'. 
I find in the " Sun" of Sunday last-another 

,onrnn.l 1Yhich <.annat b0 <L scrlbcd a-, being 
fa\·oul·abl(• to this GOYf'nllncnt-nn nrticlL' 
headed "\Yhy All This Fuse"'! The article 
1nakcs refc·rC'nc:) to the attitude of the Orlposi­
tion on thio Bill to the general line of 
argument they take up, and to the general 
purport of their speeches, and sums up the 

# positio;1 Y<'ry cffccti rely in these \Yards-
,, The definition of th<' word Parlia­

Inf'nt. ncrording to a noted authority, is 
" ~\ n1ectlng of persOJJS for confen:ncc of 
deli1Jernt1on to deliberate on and dotoT­
mine affairs of State.' It is generally 
ncrPpted that ally measure \vhich meets 
with the approval of all mcrnlwrs of the 
Parliament c hall be hailNI '' ith delight, 
and that the passage 0f the lTIPasure to 
t.lw statute-book shall follow with a mini­
rrnlm of dclib(•ration. The fol'f"'go]nt'' may 
lw tlw procedure in tlwor_, .. but we in 
Quccnslnntl al'L' .in··t uow llavi11g· a 
dcmon:-:tration of it·" absurd"it:v in pradie0. 
Th0 RtatP Labnvr ( joyernmPnt has ]nLro­
dncPd r, Bill which embodies a ocheme 
for the organi·-atio'l of the a ;ricnltnral 
lnrlnstn--. The ::\h1tiona1ist 1 and Country 
parti.'s hayp exp1·essPd thr-1r 2.pprcciation 
of the n1easnrP. but arc '"Tn::-tlug a lot. of 
time that could othcn-:i ·e bo spent on a 
more debata bl0 subj c>ct." 

l\Ir. Vo\VLES: You al·· 1vasting ti1ne novL 

::\1r. KIR\YA2'\: It is JH "' -sarv for hon. 
n1mnlH'rs on this RidP to ris0 ln tl1E:'ir n1acP~ 
and r<"Jlv to the absurd and sillY statr.ments 
nmde 1;y 'hon. 1110111bPr~ nppcr·it(', ·alJd to poin+ 
ont what i~ th0ir rr•al att.itndn towarch the 
farnH'r. The trouble w1th hon. rnl~lnbcrs 
opposite is not that th·~ GnvernJnPnt fi1'E:' 
going to do something that will n1nh'ria1l~" 
ben0tit the pri(nar~· produe(~r. but the 
pa.;;sagc of thjs. Bill nnd 1t~ OJH'j_ in 
practice "·ill pro,·e to tlw lwrd-hcadcd farmer 
that the statem0nts m:· dP bv hon. ITlC'lnbers 
oppol"jtp about the Go\'('l'lllll.cnt are entirely 
untrue and without foundation. 

:Mr. :;\!OTT: Actions speak louder than 
vvonh:-. 

lVIr. KIR\YA2'\: Certainlv they do. :'iiuch 
loudC'T than words, r~nd \rC are· prq:w.r,-::cl to 
put our !Jractlcal v:ol'lc .-=.o far i<,· the fanners 
are concerned, alongside that of hon. members 
opposite. The article to which I referred 
continues-

" Al for the Bill itself, it is po'sibly 
one of the simple ,t, measures that ha.s 
c.-er been introduced into Parliament. 
and in no Bill for the bemfit of the 
p:.rin1ar~- producer has such wide pow,;rs 
been giYen to hint, and under no Bill hns 
he bePn given greater frPcdo~n to work 
out his own destinv. Therdorc. away 
with all this fuss and ]ct. the Bill become 
la\v with a rninin1un1 of delay." 

Hon. members opposite haYc objected to the 
leYy. They have said that one of the obJeC­
tions they have to the Bill is 1hat the farmer 
will be called upon to pay a levy. I would 
point out that this Bill is practically a form 
of insurance for the primary prodncers of 
this State, and we all know that. whether 
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we go in for llfo insurance, fire insurance or 
any oth~r kind of insurancP, we have to pay 
a premmm of some kind, I venture to 
suggest that the farmer will h0 very satisfied. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: With the levv of 10s 
per head that you make for the· workers; 
insurance? 

Mr. KIRW AN: l am pointing out that 
the farmers. _wrll bP quite pr pared to pay 
the levy whrch ma:· he imposed by their 

rcprt>scnt.atives. \Yo ca"n rest 
[8.30 fl.lll.] assmed that the farming corn· 

munity \vil elect to the council 
reprcc;entatives who will trulv repreo,ent 
their views. V 

Hon. :nembcrs opposite haYe some objection 
to ccrta1n mern110rs of t.lw Councll o£ _L'\grlcul­
turc. They object to the Commissioner for 
Railways, to the dairy expert, to j\Ir. Story, 
and to Mr. Short. \V-c• will fir.it take the 
Commissioner for Railwa:vs. Tlw hon. nwm· 
bcr for Burrum admitted that the question 
of trrtnsport ''as one of the, most important 
questions so far as the fanninO' co1nn1unitv 
was conct:rnf'd. Is it not 11ecc~arv for thC 
rcpre.Jentatives of tho fann<'rs to 'me<'t th0 
Cornmissi?nct: for H:,,ilv,cayR, in ordt_)r to point 
out t? hrm rmpl'OV<'d methods of tran,pm·t 
and 1n1proyemcn Li i1~ waggon constntction, 
so that thmr goods \VII! reach the market in 
a hciter condition, and ther('fore realise 
hotter prices·: Is it not ad visa bJe to ha Ye a 
gentleman w·ith th-· powers of the C'ornmis­
:1ionor for RalhYa:ys prr•,q;nt as a n1C'1nber of 
the council to listc•n io the view' of the 
fanners' rrprcsPntativc-:? 

Mr. Momm: The repre>.<nbtives of the 
farn1ers have been asking for thPsP things 
for the last six years. 

Mr. KIR\VA:\: The hon. member need 
not worry about what I 8In sa:vir1g. \Vhat 
he had better· worry about is those hon. mem­
bers opposite 1Yho call this a socialistic 
n1easure, and an instalnwnt of Sovietisn:1 and 
Conununism. If it. is thnt, ho1v can hon. 
members donouncc th(C Bill, and describe it 
as an npplication of thorn principles which 
they ar) strongly opposed to" and at. the same 
time say that it is ]Jart and parcel of their 
platform? 

M1·. VowLES: Do vou not think thE' control 
of public services sho.nld be in ihe hands of th<~ 
Government as a mattf'r of public policy·: 

£,11-. KIRWAN: I tako it that all the 
Gon:rnnu:>nt rcpresC'nt.ati\ t s on that council 
haYo been put there> for reasons which are 
so obvious that it should not he necessary 
to mention them. I have mentioned ih~c' 
Commissioner for Railways. I will nmY take 
Mr. Short. "ho has had 'xporieneo in the 
tnanHgcJncnt of sugar rni!ls. In Yie\v of tl1e 
fact t.hat one of the rnost in1portant industri€~s 
to be• dealt with under this Hill is the sugar 
Indu~try. l'vha.t n1or~ desirable representative 
could be on the council than :Hr. Shor' '! \Vhv 
should he not bo on the council? Mr. Story 
is another gentleman. 

An 0PPORITIOK MDIBER: What has Mr. 
Story done? 

~r. ){IllW AN:. Mr. Story has Jonc some­
thmg m formulatmg the basi of this Bill 
and, if that is so. is it not nee. ssarv to hav~ 
him on the council to sec how the scheme 
works. and. if there arc anv difficulties which 
the farnwrs' representatives can point out, 
lVIr. Story's power of organi,,atlon is such 
that he will be able to remove difficulties·: 
Then, again, will non. members opposite 

decry Mr. Quodling's rtbility? Will they not 
admit that, as an ar;ricultural expert, he 
stands second to none in the Commonwealth? 
\Vhy shoukl he noi be on the council? If 
men like the hon. member for Albert. the 
hon. membPr for Oxlov. and the hon. member 
for Town",ville can rcprPsent the farmers in 
this House, th<'n I ''ay that the men whose 
namPs I ha\ r rnenti oncd are fit to represent 
the Goyprnn1cnt, and to ll~tf'n. to the vlows 
of the farmers on the counciL They know 
just as much about the farming cornmunity 
as any of the hon. members I have mentioned. 
If ho;,. members opposite hold the view that. 
only farn1ers ~hould ~<nnd as Count,ry party 
candidates. ,,.here would the lc:.der of the 
Opposition be'? \VhPre would the hon. mem­
lwr for TowmYilk, tlw hon. m< rnber for 
.Albo1·t. and tlw hon. member for Oxloy be? 

Mr. MoRGAX: \Yhv don't thev hav-e a 
merchant to rcprecent 'Brisbane? (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRW AX: I am not so ridiculous as 
to say that they shonld have a merchant to 
reprP,ent Bri,banc. \Yh' n the p0opln in 
Brisba:,0 had their opportuniiy in 1912, thPy 
selected nn,, and I ha vc been here ever 
siucr. and 1 hop0 to rcrrutin hero aft('r the 
n0xt cattutroph'_' 1vhieh js going to t.akc place. 
(Opposition laug;htcr.) 

Several hon. rn0ml1C'l'S oppo"itc havf' urged. 
bv wa:: of tryinc to rliscrcdit t:rc Bill. that 
the matter with which the Bill dcab is one 
for l?edcral ar tion, and should not be taken 
up by tlw Stat,c. They want to pnt it on 
to so1neonC' Pls0. just i he sa.rne as. ,\·hen you 
mention vvhat has bc0n dono bv thi~ Govcrn­
m·ent on the sng"ar cpw·.:;tion, ·han. rnf'tnbers 
opposite• s·v th,tt, if it was not for Mr. 
Ihwhc>s otntl ihc :'\ational r>'Htv in the 
Fcd0ral ParlianH'nt: tlw ~ug-ar {Hdu~tr~.y vvould 
not be ,,-here it is to-day. It will bo in·ter<".t· 
ing when ~lr. I-Iup:hcs- Tnah::r') his announec­
ment rrs to wh,rt thn attitude cf hi, party 
is going· to b0 on the sugar quc,,tloa to sec 
what hon. ITIP1Tl1wn; opposite \vill ~ay. T 1vant 
to know ,~·hat hon. n1c•mhrrs opp0·-itr> havP 
done towards making- r'•prc;;rntat·ions i-c) that 
partv which is ~UP!_)Osf'rl to repre;; nt t.llP 

farniprs in the Ferlen\l Parliament in the 
direction of a pool'! ·what has the Country 
part:v done in conncri·lon 1-vith the primary 
production of Australia '1 ·what have they 
done so far as Queensland is concerned? As 
a matter of fad some of the members of thP 
Fedcr.al Country' Ilrtl'ty arc oppos]ng the sugar 
agree1ncnt.. nnd hem. members know· that 
pNL'ctly welL 

:Mr. £,1oRG '.N: The Federal GoYornment 
haYe done .'omcthing to a'si1t the mE:at 
industry. 

:\fr. KIR\V.A)!: The hon. member will not 
sav that this GoYcrnrncnt has not done some~ 
th~n" to assist the meat indust,ry, too. But 
if this Go\ crnmrnt were !'0"ponsiblc for a 
nolicy which gave the hon. lDC'Inbo:r £10 a 
head for his bullocks. !w would still decry 
the GoYNnment and abuse them. 

Mr .• J. JoNE\: And take .£9 sterling away 
from him. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRvVAN: In conclusion. I wish to 
sav thnt I am one of those who bcli-rvc that 
the Bi 11 marks a ne\Y era for the farming 
community of this State. I believe thrtt the 
farmers ":ill haYe an opportunity of demon­
strating their capa.C'ity fot~ orga11isation and 
constructive measures, all of which they will 
ha\ c the opportunit:: of placing before the 
counciL The council will then be such a 

1J1.r. Iiirwan.] 
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widely representative body-it will include 
representatives of all the primary industries 
in the Stato-~that, when it makes a repre~ 
sentation to the Government. the Government 
will realise that the membPrs speak as the 
accrcdit·"d representati \'OS of the great farm~ 
ing industry of the State in all its aspects. 
As far as tho incroa~n in the co~t of liYing is 
conC'crncd, I stand here as reprcsPntative of 
the industrialists, and sav that I b('licYe the• 
industrih on !ho land are entitled to as much 
consideration as tho industries of the fac­
tories and \Yorkshops. =-"Jo industrial worker 
·can say that ho is entitled to good wages 
and hours and donv t!H•m to the man on the 
land. vVhon the mim on the land is prepared 
to organise and use the san10 ronstructiYe 
abilitv as the industrialict has shown, he •:;ill 
then ;-each the same goal as the industr: .list. 
This Bill lays down tnachinery and giv£'s 
opportunity for him to do that. and I !Jav • 
no <loubt that. when the Bill goes through. 
it \Vill be a ~uecess, und hon. n1crnher~ oppo­
site will be getting up in a few years' time 
and sa:· ing that ,;hey pas,ed the Primary 
Producers' Ortsanisation BilL although thc:v 
h"-ve done ih,•lr be--t to oppo"' it. 

Hox. J. G. APPE:L (J/I,,rl): This is a 
matter \, h-ich. to n1y mind, is of snch great 
import11JCP that \VO ean v ell approach it 
"Nithont indulgi11g in arn personalitie-,, 
(Hear, hear') I havP listened "·ith !£!'Cat 
intcrc~t to\ th0 ~pec_•ch"s \Yhid1 hnYC' beell 
-delivered on both sides of the Honsc. especi~ 
alh- those which have fnllcn from hon. 
me'inbers ~itting- on the front (~oYrrnniC'nt 
bench and their support<'r>. I "·ould point 
out. when the prc:sPnt ( ~oYcrnrnf'llt ohta.ined 
control of the administr<Jtion. t1w n1rn1bers 
rcprcsPnting the prin1 rv 1woducrr~ \YCrc 
onlv fi.V(· in nnmbcr. rrhosp l11{'m1JPl'S WCrP 

not' committed to support any part.v in this 
Home. The:,' wore plPdp.:cd to endeavour to 
obtain ju-,tirc~ for thP p1~i1narv producer on 
the linPs of the platform of th,o Conntrv 
party. Spenking for m: <df and nw follm\' 
member>. I made clear to the mpmbers 
of this House and to thP loader of the 
G-ovcr~r:wnt rcpresentif'g- th0 Labour party 
that. 1! the~' wore prepared to assist the 
pr)mary 11roducers in carT ing ont tl1eir 
platform. '"o wero prepared to usP our right 
to support th0m. The Government being 
secure with one of the largest majorities 
which had ever b0er1 given to any. part.1' 
-dominating the nffairs of thi., State, we wore 
a. negligible quantity al that time. 

The PRE}IJER: \V ere von not a member of 
an Administration that had a majority of 
b';enty? 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: StriYo and trv as we 
would for jn,tice to be dorw to the primarv 
producers. dJCl wn g-o in am·!hin!£ '! Have I 
not mvself d•'scribed how ' e felt, and 
likonPd. mY appoel for justice to a voice 
crying in tho wil d(1 rne.o:s; I)1d \Yf' receive 
any jnsticc • I venture to .ay that tho 
wants of the prin1a rv pror1ncrr~ \.YCl'(' ai,so~ 
lutely nog]Pctnd. The conditions of cen~ 
turies ago se •m still to obta.in to-da~·. After 
listening to the spcec'w' so rich and full of 
promi3e mad0 b-.- tl1C' Sccrptnr~' for AgTicul­
turo and made bv the leader of the Govern­
ment in addreBsinc: thP priman- producers 
in different nrrrts of the State: and after 
list0ning to the speeches which ha.vo fallen 
from the rank and filP of the parh·. full of 
promise and concern for the fntm:P of the 
primary producPt', it struck me tha.t the 
'ame methods that obtained centuries ago 

[ JI r. ]( invan. 

obtain Rtill to-day, and that we may still 
accept the advice which v, as given o many 
centuries ago by Virgil, when he delivered, 
through the mouth of Acmeas, this warning-

" Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.'' 

A warning which, literally translated, 
nloans-

" I fear the Greeks when they bring 
gifts." 

This was more fully translated by Coning~ 
ton, who said-

" V\'hate' or it be. a Greek I fear. 
Though prccents in his hands he bear." 

~\fter tht iuj us tit e \Y.hich has been do m) to 
th~~ primar~," vrndnccrs-\\hcn I sec those who 
jnftirted thls g-roBs injustjcr~ npon thorn and 
plf•cPd intolerablt> burdens npon their backs 
-\l'hon I sec them no". having failed to 
break do.l"l and destrO': the primary pro­
ducers, cndoavm11· to secluee them b': their 
i[ifts, thPn I think th t those warning \Yords 
placed in the mouth of Aeneas b-- Virgil 
haYe an applice~tion. and mav \vel! be taken 
to !wart bv us wh:1 h:wc the actual and bona 
fide intcrt:,,ts of the primary producer at. 
heart. vYo quite realise this, and I have no 
hesitation in vi Jig that ever~' rrir·niber 
~ittlng on this of th(~ I-Iou~P thinks the 
sanw as I do. \Yf' rPalis0. and the3· realise. 
that it is n bsolut(~1v nee( ;;:,:;:arv an.U e~sential 
tha.t somdhing shall be done ·in the interests 
of the primal'y producer. 

The PRr'\TIER: Then, why don't you sup· 
port the Bill? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Have '"" not pointed 
ont on the floor of this Hon,c, VPHl' after 
year, that >ettlrmcnt on our lar:d~ Ins been 
rendc reel so nmtttracti VC' that the ce>ns of 
far1ners aro loaying their farms \Vho1ly for 
the purpose of e"ttling in the tmvn '! They 
han' rdt sod to go on the land owing to the 
fact tha.t the conditions thPre were not 
attra.ctiYe. vVas any heed prrid to our repre­
sentations? :'\o. But whcm th<>v find tha.t 
tlwy arc r<'duced to a majority of onc--

l\fr. PEASE: Two. 

Ho;,;. J. G. APPEL: Put it at two-I am 
quite prepared to g-iYe tlw GoYernment a 
majority of two, induding the ~pcaker and 
Chairman of Committees: \Vhcn they are 
reduced to a m a ioritv of two. with the know­
lodge of the discontc'nt which reigns mpreme 
throughout the length ftnd brc1dth of 
Queensland, finding that the:•· arc losing the 
confidence of the dwellers in the cities and 
suburbs, they come to tho primary pro~ 
duc0rs. \Vo know how the gambler makes 
his last dosporato oast. and so have tho Go­
Yernnwnt veuturod on 1-his cast to the 
primary producers of the State to endeavour 
to reg-rtin that which thev han' lust. The 
lo>der of the Governmc'nt. cone oiYing of 
persons being moved to tears, it is quite 
pc,sible that he has not seen the privations 
that manv of his electors have hatl to under­
go, or. ;£ he has, he has had no reg-ard for 
the sHffcring thev have gone throngh. Tho 
members on the Opposition side have ;ecn 
the suffering that has taken place owing to 
the condit;ons imposed on them b,· the very 
party which t-o-day is tr~cing to seduce them 
by means of this Bill-this gift. This Bill, 
we are told, is going to bring unto1d lwppi­
ncss to the country. It is going- to create a 
new 1~top1a, and is going· to a1tcr the con­
ditions of setth,ment. All this is to be done 
by one short measure. Ever,vthing is to 
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become prosperous, and everything rs to 
become brighter. Yet the Government 
delavod for seven lm1g }Cars before they 
dBcided to take up that attitude. The 
re!Lson for it is that thev find now that it is 
absolutely neccs"~ary for" them to take this 
one c 1st to enable them to retaiu podes,,ion 
of the Treasury benches, which, alas! they 
have not held for the benefit and advance­
ment of the people of the State of Queens­
land. The pri1nary producer, a::; I have 
already stated, is no\v to be the 1nost 
fa vourcd of all nwn. The;· arc putting 
through on his behalf a certain measure of 
land taxation. But have vou observed the 
conditions contained in ' that particular 
1neasure which is supposed to gi\·c Lin1 frec­
rlom from that taxation? Have vou olJ.,erved 
the sting in that measure fmcc"''t by• the 
:\Ii!lister? There is a provision that the 
:-;tanding timber upon cl. rnan's st'leetion i::; 
io be trc<.1tf•d as unirupt'OYC<l Yalu('. and that 
~he caul vvhich rr1ay e'\:ist undPr tlw f'.Ul'face 
is to be tr··atcd as· unirnproveU Yalut~. _And 
this measure,, r"•hieh the hon. n10mb.'rs oppo­
:-.it., c-Jntend i~ to give r0licf to 4 per cent. 
of land taxpayers. is going to impose a VAry 
('Onsidcril ble additional Lurden of taxation 
rm the balance of the eommunity \Yho paY 
land tax. It i:-3 just as VYell that IY<' should 
c•xan1inc these nulttcrs and wci gh {'arefuJly 
the conces3ion which it 1s propo~pd to n1ake: 
and, :-::o far as the freeUo:-n fr!. 111 a n1easurc 
of Iand taxatlO!l is C{)flf'Ol'llCd. t h,·ve no 
hesitat-ion in saying that 1t 1~- a nHTt'- ~hadow 
in cornparison \vith the· substttncP thr-y \Yill 
lose. 

Richly do the primar~· prodncr"'' of this 
Staf,, deserve aH anJ anv cmnidoration 
·which it is possible to gi,7 e t~hcn1. more par­
ticula1·ly those n10n y,·ho, accon1paniPd b~­
t heir 1vives, ha vc gone on to the scrub selec­
Hons of our State. and. \Yore ~uch ,1 nioa"urf' 
propo '-'cl for tbc-') purposp of gjying t.hont 
that relief. I do not think thr·re VIOUld be 
ono n1cn1ht>r. on \Vhatcver FidP hP might sit. 
who would not gladly givo it his <tssistanC'P 
<~ncl snpport. Objection hru; ll(~cn rai~cd b~· 
the hon gentleman in charge> of tlw Bill, 
nnd other hon. members on thP o~hcr sidP, 
that the Opposition are eriticicing thi, 
monf'Urt'. Thnt is our provi:lC'(~. 1 havf' no 
hosit::ttion in saying thnt. unle~s the authority 
of the G-ovcrnn1cnt-thi .; or any GovonHn.0nt 
-is ron1oved frotn thi~ rncasurc. and the 
whole ]lower of govcrninp: themselves is loft 
in th, hands of the fa1".1wrs \Yho are to bP 
bcnefltcd from it, I pr~- pose to vDte against 
·the sf'rond reading. and ju ~ayin"'; that I 
voice the opinion of certainly 75 per cent. of 
the primar~~ producer:": in the electorate 
which I reprc ent. But, provickcl that Go­
vf'rnmcnt interfrr0ncp an(1 eoni-rol are 
eliminated. I believe that in the hands of 
the farmers themselvc':-and have thcv 
not the right to govern tlwmselves ?-- , 

The PRE1HER: ender this Bill thev \Vill 
govern themselve::.. ~ 

Ho:-.r .• T. G. APPEL: What rif(ht ha Ye the 
Governmf'nt to say, "\VP do not trn:;:t ~·ou; 
you arc not fit for this dnt~· '!" 

The PnnnER: You say that-not wc. 

Hox. J" G. APPEL: The Government 
-:1y ""O. The fa thcrs A tlw Bill sa:· so. 
!wf'ansc tho.v jn:-:i~t on l1aviug control over 
<rffairs in the adn:inistration cl the measure. 

Th c PnE1IIER : :\" o" There is no Govern­
Jriont control under this Bill. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The absolute adminis­
tration is practically vested in them. 

Tho PnEli!IER : It is not. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: "Well, let the Govern­
ment remove from their Dill those cl a uses 
which, I unhositatinglc· say, practical!:"· give 
to the Government of tho clay the authority 
to administer or have the greatest pc;rccntage 
of influence in the admini,tration of the Bill. 

The PRE!l1IER : That is not so. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPEL: It is all very well 
for the leader of the (;overnmcnt to say that 
it is not so, but I say it is, and I shall have 
no hesitation in pointing out to the electors 
whom I represent that ti1ose are the absolute 
facts in the mea'",ure. \Yhy should the 
Government insi.st upon having control, if 
they arc makiug a gift to the farmers? 

The PREliiiER : '.Vhcro is the control? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Let the Government 
provide the machinery to enable the farmers 
to carry out the objeets set forth in this 
n1easuro, in the snme \Yay as the rnachinery 
of sel£-govennnent i~ provided, ;u1d them the 
fanner::; and prin1ary produC•_ll''i. \vith thaL 
rnachinory, ean carry out the functions '\vhich 
will enable them to improve their conditions. 
\Yin· should the GoYornment of the day 
insiSt on interfering in the rnattor? Just 
let us draw a paralled with local government. 
\Yould it not be an extraordinary thing if 
the Government of the day insisted upon 
hflving the preponderating influence in the 
councils of ever"' local authority-insisted, for 
instance, upon appointinp: the chairman or 
the mayor I I believe that it is done in 
foreign countries, and thrrt the burgomaster 
or chief officer of a municipality is appointed 
by the State; but we arc not in a foreign 
country, '--·e are in a free, dmnocratic, British 
St·rte, and, if it be proper that the local 
authorities should have the fullest control 
of their own affairs, then why not also the 
farmers of the State? 

The PnE11IER: They have, under this 
scheme. 

Hol'<. J. G. APPEL: Does the hon. mem­
ber seriously make that interjection, when he 
has. in his O\Vll rneasure a clause \vhich pro­
vides that the Government have the right to 
appoint ftvc representatives? 

The PREMIER: Five out of twenty-five !­
\Vhcre is the control? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: AnJ the hon. mem­
ber knows that the chairman and the men 
thBy appoint will have the preponderating 
influence. 

Tho PRE}!IER : ?\ o. 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: \Vhether thcv have or 

not, ''hy should they iutervc•no? Why should 
the Administration say. "You are not fit to 
appoint your own chairman?" I say that 
the primary producers arc fit to discharge 
that function, and. if the Minister and his 
leader arc prep,;red to eliminate these objec­
tionable clauses, the J will receive the fullest 
support from every n1onJ ber vYho recognises 
that it is necessary that something should be 
done. And we all recognise that. \Ve have 
cried out for it for the" last seven years, to 
enable the farmers to gain that which is 
their due. 

The PREMIER : Why are you hostile to this 
measure? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Thr'se interjections 
arc not worthv of the 1 cad er of the Govern­
ment. \Ye are not speaking now in a public 
meeting, where he ean simply cast an insinua-

fiOil. J. G. Appel.] 
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tion of that kind with impunity. I have not 
said I am hostile to a measure with these 
principles, but I am hostile to the Bill while 
it contains those provisions for control by the 
Government. I have already intimated that, 
if the Premier is prepared to eliminate them 
and merely create the necessary machinery 
to enable the farmers to appoint their own 
chairman and advisory board, I, for one, 
am prepared to accept it, and to congratu­
late the Government on having at last recog­
nised what is justly due to the primary 
producers. 

The PREMIER: The farmers have already 
accepted the constitution of the provisional 
council. 

HoK. J. G. APl'EL: I object to a Bill 
which provides for authoritative interference 
hy the Government, and I am not alone in 
that opinion. Political c-::onomists have 
always oppo'e·d authoritative illtcrference by 
the Government. 

The PnEi\IIER: Political ccanomists? Do 
you mean the hon. member for Oxley? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I certainly recognise 
the hon. member for Oxley as be.ing one of 
the ab] fnt men in this House. 

The PREi\!IER: In that party. 
HoN. ,T. G. APPEL: I know the leader 

of the Go\~ornment recognises hirn as ono of 
the abled men in the House. It is well that 

the electors of the State should 
[9 p.m.] know that members who are 

opposing authmitative interfer· 
ence b.,- the Administration. in a matter of 
this kind, arc guided by expert authorities. 
It is generally rccognisotl that John S'tuart 
Mill is ono of the foremost authorities upon 
political economy. It would be as well if 
we had his opinion '"nbodicd in "Hansa.rd," 
so that the eledor.s can sec whv members on 
this side arc opposing- autho{·itati vo inter­
ference by the Executiv" in comwction with 
the conduct. of their own affa.ir, by the 
farmers of the State. In Dook 5, chapter 
11. page·· 568, 569, 570, and 571 of the 
"People's Edition," we fintl the following 
extracts:-

" 'vV 0 must set out by distinguishing 
between t\vo kinds of iPtencntion bv the 
GovPrnment, \Vhich, thollgh they u n1ay 
relate to the same subj c·ct, diffn widely 
in their natqro and Dffcd, and requjre, 
for their justification. motive, of a very 
different degree of urgonr:v. 

" The intervention may extend to con­
trolling the free agenc:· of individuals. 
Government may interdict all p rsons 
from doing certain things. or from doing 
them without its authorisation. m· mav 
proscribe to them certain things to bo 
done, a:· a certain rnanner of doing thing:3 
which it is loft option<tl with them to do 
or to abstain from. 

" This is the authoritative int"rfer­
ence of Government. The o is another 
kind of intervention. "-hich is not autho­
r,itativc: "\Vhcn a Gon,rnmcnt. instead 
of issuing a comrnand and enforcing it 
by penaltie,., adopts the course ··o seldom 
n •ortcd to bv GovNnmonts. and of 
which such i~portant use might be 
made, that of giviw; advice and promul­
gating information; or. when leaving 
indivlduaJs free to u::.e thPir OVi.Yn means 
of pursuing any object of gcnf'ral interest, 
the Government, not meddling with 
them, but not trusting the object solely 
to theu care, establishes, side by side 
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with their arrangements, an agency of 
its own for a. like purpose." 

''It is otherwise with governmental 
interferences \vhich do not restrain indi­
vidual free agency. 'When a Govern­
ment provides means of fulfilling a. 
certain end, leaving individuals free to 
avail themselves of different means if 
in their opinion preferable, thoro is no 
jnfringe1neut of liberty, no irksome or 
Llegrading restraint. One of the princi­
pal objections to governmental interfer­
ence is then absent. Thoro i ·, however, 
in almost all forms of Government agency 
one thing which is compulsory-the pro­
vision of lhe pecuniary means. These 
are derived from taxation, or, if existin1r 
in the form of an endowment derived 
from public property, they arc still the 
causn of as much cornpulsory taxation 
as the sale of the annual proceeds of the 
property would enable to be dispensed 
with. And the objection neces,·Mily 
attac~1ing to co1npuh ,n·y contribntions is 
almo.oct always greatly ag·gTavated by t]'te 
expensive precautions and onerous restric­
tions, which arc inclispem able to prevent 
cva,,ion of a compulsory tax. 

""'"4.. second general object,ion to Govern­
ment agency is that every increase of 
the functions devolving- on the Govern­
ment is :an increase of it5 power, both in 
the form of authorih', and still more in 
the indirect form of influence." 

ThClt is exactly ihe J1G'•ition \vhich \Yould 
pnsue if this Bill become la.\\· and the 
fnnncrs wer0 controlled under thn mersnre 
aa it no\v stanao;;. The rtnota.tion C'ontinue',,-

" The importance of this considrration, 
in r<''•]Xrt to political hoc·dom. hac in 
general h,,en quite suff,riently rccoF· 
nised, at ]eet·,t in Eng1-~nft; but many_ 111 

laLt.c·,- time" hccvc bPrn pron0 to thmk 
that limihlt,ion of the of Govern-
rnf'nt is onlv c s ntial th(~ G(n-crn-
ment itself ·is budlv comtitntod--. .-hcn it 
doe, not roprcscl't · th0 people. bnt is tho 
nrgan of a ('las·." or a ('Onlltion of 
r.lnsses; and that a Government of 
sufficiently pc·puln r consti tntion might 
b(~ trusted wit-'1 H-T)Y arnonnt of J10\VCr 
oYer the Ylil tion, ~i rlcc its poY.'0r \Yonld 
be onlv thd of tho nation itself. This 
m.igl.1t ~ 1-w tn· ~ if the nrttion, in such 
cases, did not yJracticall:· !l'H'nn a :mere 
n1ajorit.v of tlF' natiDn, ai~·J i,f n1inorities 
Y/C'ro only r·1p:1blo <A oppre:;:s1ng. but not 
of being npp~'e~sccl. ExiJcrience provcrS­
that the Jcpo~itar1c" of pt~'~ ,~r \VhC? arl' 
mere delegate, of tiH' peop1c-that 1s. of 
a majority-(lre quite• as ready (\vhcu thoy 
think thev cnn connt on popular sup· 
port) as van,v orgnlls of oligarch: to 
assnrno t1rbi trnr,t power and oncrc~;eh 
nnclub- on tlw libcrtv of pri,'ate hf0. 
The 'public ~ollcdivcly is abundantly 
ready to impose, not only its generally 
ne.rrow views of its interests. but 1te> 
abstrrrct opinions, a.nd oven its tastes. 
ns la,vs binding- upon incliYiclua!s. r\nd 
the pr<'.'Cllt civilisaiion t-nds so ''t!'ongly 
to 1~1ake tbc power of pc~rsons acting 111 
maR'3C'S the only subs-tantial po·\·er in 
socl~)t-.', that thPre "":1L'YOr \vas more neccs­
sit:: 'foe ~urroundi,_g individua.l inde­
pendence of thoug-ht. snccc 11, and 
conduct with the most powerful defences, 
in order to maintain that originality of 
mind and individuality of character, 
which are the only source of any real 
progress, and of i:nost of the qualities 
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which make the human race much 
superior to any herd of animals. Hence 
it is no ]c~s inlpnrta.nt in a. democratic 
than in any other Government that all 
tendency on the part of the public 
authorities to stl·etch their interference, 
and assurne a lJO"'.Y0r of ~nv ?ort 'Yhich 
co.n easily b" dispensed \vith. shonld be 
r0gnrdcd with nnrPmittin<;· jP~lousy. 
Pcrlwps this is C\-~'n n1oro irn110rtant in 
a dcrnocracv than in a.nv other form of 
politicrtl soCit~ty; b('<'au~0 '(·h0r0 public 
opinion is sovereign, an jndiYidnal who 
is oppr''~scd b'-· the f'OVCrC'ign does not. 
as in 1nost otlwr sh1tcs of things, find 
a rjval poT.~.-~~· to \Yhich he c<tn appc:1I 
for relief, or, at all C"';ent·~. for syn1-
pathy." 

Hon. n1~n1bers sittirq:r on thl~· f:ide of tho 
Hmtsc have given in detail the actions which 
hav<~ ·not bl'Cn taken for the benefit of tlw 
·primary producers in the Thc·y havP 
referred to the inert: ase>s \VC' re lcv led 
upon the1n b,'; .'NUy of r3.ihray frcit:hh: they 
hnve giV('ll cvJdence-ancl I do not how 
\Ye can get a1.vay fron1 th0 fad -of onol'-
lnous anwunt of pcnaltv ·which \Y<lS inHiet.ed 
upon the pri;_nary pro.ducc)r~ in connection 
with the seizure of their bnttn. amount­
ing, approximately, to the su1n of 3~d. per 
lb .. on every pound of butt "r produced. The 
pnn1ary produPers at thc:Lt ti1n0, o\ving to 
the fact that the Go1 ernment hod a v<'ry 
large maJonty, wore a nPg]igib1c quantity. 
Thev \Yet·e of no value to the Administration 
of that time, and hcn;;c' no hPed \Yas given 
t{l thou appcab, and from time to time 
different burdens wore placed Ui10n their 
shoulclt'r?. r\t that tirne thcv fell more 
'heavily upon thcrn than they· n1ight h~tve 
done at "omo other time. The hem. mornbrr 
for ::\orth Bricbane has refcrrod to clrotwht 
conditions. \.t that timo tlw farmers \V~re 
suffning- from the offocts of the drouo-ht. in 
addition to the spoliation. I can onh· ;Huma­
ti•'o tlw condition at that time as on'o otcon­
lise .tion. After all the oviclcnccs that'' e havf' 
had of what thD pr<>-cnt Admini-tration has 
don0 for the primary JH'Ol~l~CC'r of the Stn.te. 
we ~hould scan very elm-eh: indeed anv 
tneasuro \Yhich thc~y intt~cr!urO o~tcu~ibly fo~r 
the lwncfit of the Jll·ima r:-· prc.ducoe of 
Q,ucen.;Jand. For a p0riod of :.;{"·en vcars the 
GovPrnrnc•nt have consi:;:tf•nth: donP ~all thev 
could to injur0 and despoil· i'lwm. I thini, 
:vou will arhnit. sir, thnt no n1c1sure has 
been introcfuccd into thi:' I-Ionsc that has 
not boon loaded, or that ha· not contained 
h _lps fnr the un\VPry. and WC' r:.r<' nnJ.-· ac:.k­
ing th .t a mra,suro' f:ha]] h0 iutrot~ncC(1 {or 
the prin1arv proclnn..,r h."ving- tho..;c traps 
rf~movcd. Thr- control a~1d ; 1H' irdl LH'Tlf'P l·hnt 
the Government have provi<lccl m·er thf' 
fanning community ~honld b(' clirninntccl 
from the mnasnro. 'and if that i; don0. :'nd 
all thcsn objectiorwb1o traps and clotH'S nre 
rcmOYf'd, \ve arc ql'itc prt'p ·_red i"o ns~ist the~ 
_,_\d1ninistration in so shapl1~g the Bill that it 
will be a. real nwnsure for thP lv•J;cfit ancl 
adYanccrrtPnt Df the ~tkrs in i h0 StPt,•. 
We cannot close our eyes to iho fact--and 
no doubt, f'-ir, vou hav0 rcf'o;k(1tloP 0f t"hat 
fact-th~t i~ is not. so long . ag-o that. thn 
worker;:; un1ons pr:;~..,~ed resolutions prOYHhng 
that this Aclmini,•mtion should hrin· in the 
necec.: .o.,r""' l0::_sida.tion to impo- ~ rrn embargoo 
upon tlw C':port of produce. which would 
have rrJPant that the farmers' butter would 
have br,cn practically of no value. becaueo 
it is on!; by export of that butter that the 
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farmer can obtain its value. The same 
applies to hide"' and evcrv other exportable 
article of produce. Thcv' would have been 
reduced in value, and it' was onlv owing to 
the _fact that S~!Ch a measure could only be 
earned out w1th the <·Jncurrence of the 
Federal authorities that it wa; abandoned. 
You mmt realise that under tho o ccmdi­
tions, w·hen we have a party who are pre­
pared to damage tho prirnary produc£'rs­
and that would have lwcn a blow which 
would have absolutely crippled them and 
rendered it impossible for men to settle and 
rornain upon the land--\\0 have to view any 
propose cl legislation by the present Admini :_ 
tration \vith extrerne caution and extrernc 
care. By taking up that aititudo wo are 
not on!::- fulfilling our elute- to our own 
doctors but to the whole of the electors of 
the State by criticisir~g· and end£'aV~"'lring to 
H~>i~t the ~1ini··ter by such crHlci,r~_. in pro-­
ducing a mea· ure which will iq;:, o the bona 
fide effect which he •-talcs the present meu­
sure will have. 1-Yhen admini bring that 
caution a few momentc.; ago. it struck rnP 
that I might draw a parallel in connection 
with the old story of the siege of Troy. Fol' 
ton :·,·ars an attempt had been mad<' by tho 
Grcoks to subjugate, dcstro:-, and enslave thP 
'I'roj ans. For seven years an attempt has been 
made bv tlw Labour Administration of 
Queensland to ruin and embar!'ass the 
primary producorc of the Sto.:e. The 
Greeks, failing in their attempt to do,troy 
the Trojan', made another attempt bv the 
gift of o groat wooden horse in the bcllv of 
which was concealccl a. band of warriors. 
Here we have a Dill which mav be likened 
to the wooden horse, loaded '-' ith clauses which 
may be likened to w0apons which, I venturP 
to say, if the7 are accepted in the form in 
which they are pre."ented to this House, will 
hac e the same effect ;tS did the present of 
tha.t horse b),- the Gn~~ks. This prop• ml will 
have the sanw effect on this State, and thP 
farmers will be cri pp led an cl <lcdroyed. If 
the S< crotary for A"·ricnlture is prcparod to 
indicate that he will eliminate all the politi­
cal control from the administrat;on of this 
moa·~ure, I am persona l1y pr0parr•d to giYc it 
every assistancP in it pa, , 1go through this 
House; but if he pro noses to permit all th" 
objcctiona.ble clauses to remain, I propose to 
vote against it. 

Mr. MACGREGOR (Mcrthyr): I would 
like first of all to express my pleasure n.nd 
appreciation of the opportun ik of address­
ing this Ilous" for tho fir3t tirnc thjs 
session. In thc-·e davs of limit.ation of 
d,•bato and {)f gaggin£, {}j ·-ens ;ion is disn p­
pcaring; in thn House~ unc~or the Constitu-
t-ien under .,Thich \VC arc suffering·. I 
pcopose to d ·al with Dill itself I 
have no reports of to quote tc,- tht' 
1-Ionsc, and, in nry opinion, sp0echf 7:l madP 
:3ome time ago are nut of Trlltch valno. a-. 
apparently this Bill nev0r e 'LW the lig:ht of 
rlav until it was intr Jclucod into this Home 
th~ other day. Jud(;'ing- from tho ww- hon. 
m cm l-)('rs havo SJlOkcn. tho~c sppak0r had 
no idea of what the Govonunont \YOr0 going­
to bring forward. Taking the Bill, end 
judging from the words nsed in it. we find 
the.t, first of all, QnPomland is to be clividccl 
into not ]c-.; than fifteen districts. and. tak­
ing Queensland as a territory of m'or 670.000 
square mile:;, it moans that <'nch district will 
have an area of over 44.000 square miles. 
which in a square would bo 209 miles be· 209 
miles, and in those districts eo m puls-ory local 

JJlr. Macgrcgor.] 



330 Primary Producers' [ASSEMBLY.] Orgamsatwn Bill. 

producers' a5"ociations are to bo formed. 
The Bill provides that local producers may 
choose whether they will form associations 
or not. If the proposal in the Bill is a good 
scheme then its woakness is in making asso­
ciation' voluntary. If it i, a good scheme. it 
ou"ht to be made compuJ.ory. ~\.t the ,llT·ont 
tin~e tho producers in thiB very \Yidc~ area. 0;I 
44,000 square miles may have very g-reat dlfh­
cultv in forming a:-.';orlutions and n1 gl:tt111g 
in tOurh ,vith their district counri1s. r'\p11a· 
rently the local producers' association_ is the 
association that is to start all the bus!lless. 

The local producers' association is to take 
the initiative in rural n1atters pertaining to 
the particular !orality in ·;;hich the associa­
tion is primarily interested. Th ·t }S cl('] 1 [-!:ht­
full:v vtlguc and inddinit(-, but it is r:otlnng 
to thP next 1\yo clau-es. They are to ascer­
tain the rcquiro:nents of ·nch loc:ditv and 
formulate schc'n1CS for ha,viug thc::;c rcqu;ro­
ments rnct. These rcquirPtnenb; n1ay hnvo 
nothinO' to do \Yith rural industries or n1at~or" 
rul'aL o This \Yord "ruraL" of rourse. ;ro: s 
all through the Bill, and whon }'Hl g-d imido 
the Bill vou got an atn,o·.phero that J so·nc­
timos call~d "trulv rural." (Laughter.) 
Paragraph (iii.) of s'ubclauso (5) of clause 8 
says-

" Bring·ing before the district council, 
through the association's representative, 
requirmncnt::: and prob1en1s whirh arc not 
of purely local concern but flre of common 
in1 crest and concern.n 

That hrs nothing whatever to do with rural 
industries or rural mattc,·s, but with any 
requirement. They may require the Govrrn­
Inrmt to be put. out, or they rnay rcqu 1 rO 
snmcthing to be done in America. All these 
things have to be initiated and brought b"·orc 
the council by those local as,ociations. Then-

" (iv.) Advertising, support.ing, and 
a(,sisting tho district council in jts efforts 
to prornoto tho gcnPral prosperity of the 
primary producers.'' 

That is the sort of vague catch-phrase of the 
socialist. All throup:h this Dili you line! the 
Government indulging in wild catch-phrases 
to tickle the ears of the farmers. Then we 
have-

" {-v.) Genrrally co-opcratin;r with, 
advising-. and n ;:;sist.ing the d~strict council 
in enabling it to discharge its duties and 
functions ef!iciently." 

What definiteness is thoro in anytbing of that 
sort'? Is the di" trict council not to be :•.ble 
to manage its own bu :.incss and discharge its 
own busineso functions? Then-

" (vi.) Endeavouring to co-ordinate and 
con·elate the work of the locn I a'socia­
tjons, progr,·~s as-:ociation.s, and other like 
societies in the district. and to strengthen 
the work they are doing in so far as ili 
relates to the rural industries." 

All through this Bill you find "rural indus­
tries." I notice it is entitled '" A Bill to 
promote the ag-ricultural and rural industrie~ 
by the organisation of the primary pro­
ducers of Queensland in a eomplotely unifird 
national organif'ation "; but you do not 
find the " agricultural and rural industries'' 
referred to again in the Bill b,· that ll'1'11e. 
Thev aro all "trulY rural" i11du,tries. The 
imp;·ossion created 'bv the Bill i' that it i> 
merely prelimina17 i:o a log for the rural 
industries. vVe have th0refor" t•, start with 
the provisional districts, which formulate 
what are called the local produc,;>·s' associa-
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tions. They apparently are to establish the 
district couneil. Xo number of members for 
this district council is mentioned, and no ;ora­
vision i~ ITitJdc for then1 except a11 indirect 
rn·o-rision. \Vhf'rC'YCr there is an 0111i~ --ion the 
Counril of Agricu:turo c 111 legislate for it:;;elf. 
The number of the members of tlw district 
council is not montionc'd: lJut ±1'"11 th~s clis~ 
trict council is to have some high-sounding 
duties and hmrtions-

" The dutil~·, and functions of a district 
council shall be-

" (i.) 'I'o secure eo-operation as far as 
pr1ss,]ble arnongst the lY;·]mar.- produc;-~rs 
who arc rr1cnrbcrs of local a.ssociations 
a'signed to the district; 

" (ii.) To adyise "ud ascist the council 
in de,reloping schon10s--" 

It is all a scheme. this Bill-
" in regard to the pro dud ion, marketing, 
grading, and ;;;tandardisation of prirnary 
produce, or for ntaking rnor8 t._•ffcctiyo 
use of the P"Zperts and fac-ii;ties of the 
department.'' 

Doligh·~~ ~ull:v vague phrases!-
" (iii.) To aJyjso and assist the council 

in ~uch rnattcrs J:-; cu-op('ration in the 
purchasing of luar.hinc'l':V, fr>rtillser:'1, and 
other articles ern] >lo.:·ccl in the production 
of prirnar~~· produC'L', promotion o( herd~ 
t0:-ting, fod,~_lcr con~.,-r :at.ion, and the cir~ 
'culatlon arnon~:· pria1ary producers of 
information a11d ach-icc on prnnary pro­
duction generall:." 

Mr. WIKSTA:\'LEY: l rise to a point of 
order. I osk if the hon. mPmb<'r for Mcrthyr 
is in order in di:-z. us:3int~ the dcta1l'"l of the 
Bill at the pre··ent. juncture! 

The Sl'E.\KER: The hon. member "ill 
not be jn order in discussing the ch_tuils. 

Mr. 1\L\.CGREGOR: I am not discussing 
the dot, ils. I ha ye to refer to tho ciauses 
in order that hon. 111l'Inbers opyH ..;it:_. hill 
not be able to ~ay that l aru tv·j t.ing. 

The SPEA·KEH: I understand the hon. 
rnp 'lber is discussing the principles of the 
Bill. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: I am pointing out that 
the Bill contains a number of indefinite high­
sounding phrast:s. a11d, n10re dangt>rous :-tilL 
a width of po\Ycrs which, v hen \·ou co1ne to 
cor!sidcr then1. are ycry dangc~'ous. I am 
gomg to consider that noint a little Inter. 
Earh district council ~ends one representative 
to the Council of Agriculture; but I want to 
point out that in the definition of " primary 
producer" there i3 .another cxan1ple of phrase­
rrlakjng, because thC>v haYe gone to the 
trouble of defining .. prinw.rv production." 
They ec.,~-- · 

" 'Pr1mary produeo' and 'pri1nary 
production ) ha YC corrclati yo meanings." 

But they never use that phrase except once; 
they like the high-sounding phrase produc­
tion of primary produce. You find that the 
Council of Agricuiture has to co-opernte with 
the department by co-opern ti ng with the 
department. Clausr 6 says thnt ti1o functions 
a.nd objects of the Council shall be to co-ope­
rate with the department. dish·ict ronncils, 
and local aE"f'ociations. b:.r "co~ollCratinr:{ vvith 
the dPpartnwnt" That shmvs how they 
d0'•ire to get out vague high~eonr!dlng phrases 
that mcon nothing. Coming to this Council 
of Agriculture-which apparently is ~wing 
t.o deal with fractions of men-vou havf' 
twenh-Gve on it. but the Gon,rnmc;Jt arc; not 
g{)ing~to have more than one--quarter; :;:o that, 
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if there are twenty-five members, the Govern­
ment will have six and a-quarter represen­
tatives on it. That is unless the vice-presi­
dent is also going to be a nominee of the 
Government. If they are going to have 
twenty-four. including the Minister, and 
then a vice~prr-,,.id.Pnt-therc is no provision 
that the vice-president is to be a member of 
the Council-the twenty-five will be made up. 
The clause says-

" There shall be a vice-pre,idcnt of 
the Council appointed bv the Council m 
the prescribed manner.'' 

These twentc·-five members represent 
apparently eight classes of producere, and 
possibly nine. You lmve the dairy farmer, 
wheatgro 1NCr, rnaizcgrowcr, cereal-grower, 
-canegrov, rr, fruitgrowct, grazier. farmer, and 
any other class of persons declared bv the 
Governor in Council. One would ·have 
thought there would have been some pro­
vision for proportionate representation mf 
industries on this Council of Agriculture. 
You would have expected. seeing that there 
are so n1any djfl'crcnt classes of pri1nary 
producers repres<'nted. that tlwre would hav·e 
been f:omc pro\·iso preventing one interest 
overloading or ovcrpo\vering another interest, 
but there is llD :-uch IHOYision, and obviously 
the Govcrnmeut thought there ,,~as no pO\Yer 
to do it, bccau~o ther-e is nothing to prevent 
the rrprcsentat1ve-; of two or three interests 
·oyerpo\Yerin;s the ~ntcrc:-;ts of another primary 
product.. If that JS so, I ask from the' depths 
of profound ignorance does tho dairvinrr man 
kno\v anything about' the sugar nuln {' Can 
the. wheatgrower help the grazier'? Can rhe 
fr~Iigrovvf'r know \vhat iht_• n1nizPr;rowPr is 
dmng? If they are SPparato industries or 
•callings, or whatever :;·ou like to call them, 
t~en it is. not a complPtcly unified organisa~ 
twn. It 1s a combination of interest' which 
may turn out to be div.cr~P. and cau~e trouble. 
becausl-, if the sugar pccp!c find that the 
levie_s n1ado on tlH~m arc b0ing '•'Xpendcd in 
the mtcrcst~ of the butter men or the wheat 
men, they, of cour~c. an~ g-oing to be 
annoyed, and, naturally, there will be trouble. 

Mr. BEEBI~GTO~ : They are going to keep 
out. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: Naturallv. In look­
ing through the Bill you will fir!d that it is 
a skeleton Bill-that reallv the onlv dafimte 
thing it does is to appoint 'a Couneii of A<'ri­
cultu~·c,. district councils, and local produc~rs' 
assoCJatJOlB, and then all the rest is to be 
prescribed-that is, either bv Orders in 
'Conned. by regulations or by laws, and tire 
whole ?f the effect of the Bill is to give to 
the pnmary producm", another Parliament 
-with legislative and executive functions and 
with the power of taxation to an unli~ited 
,oxtent. 

Mr. PETERSON: They do not give them 
mandatory powers. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: I do not think Parlia­
ment knows whc:~t it is giving thern. It says 
that the ragulat10ns may provide for any of 
.the following matters:_:_ 

. " (i.) The fees, allowances, and travcl­
lmg ·expens0s which may be paid to 
members of the Council." 

'They do not provide pa vment for members of 
.a. district council by mime, but they say-

" All the expenses of the district coun­
cil incurred in respect of the execution 
of the Act may bo paid from the general 
fund." 

Then paragraph (v.) reads-
" 'The control and management of the 

fund; en1po,vering the Council or ally 
district council to make levies on primary 
producers generally or in particular 
industries or sect.ions of industries, or in 
particular districts or localities and 
f-ixing the amount of such levies." ' 

An untrammelled power to tax the primary 
producer, who w1ll be doubly taxed, because 
he will have to pav the levies and fines 
exacted b: the Parliament of the primary 
prodnccrs, and then, as a general taxpayer. 
he will have to provide the subsidy which is 
to :;o with the levies and llnes which he 
provides in his own societ:,, 

Mr. BEEBINGTON: He will not have anything 
left. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: It seems to me that 
this Bill overloads the primary producers 
with expenses. You have the expenses of 
tho Council of Agriculture and of the district 
council-all their travelling allowances and 
expenses. You ha vc the expenses of a score­
tar~:,, a director, organisers, and other 
officers who may be appointed to tho bureau 
of information, the advi ory board, and of 
all the typists and others that mily be 
appoint, d under this Bill, because, of course, 
I take it that the Council of ~\griculture is 
going to sit somewhere permanently, and is 
not going to travel about the countrv. They 

will need to have an office for all 
[9.30 p.m.] this litenture and research, and 

all they are going in for is to 
originate from it. But the great object of 
this Bill is the formation of this producers' 
Parliament which is to be independent of the 
State. Everything is to be done by regula­
tion, b.-, -law, or Order in Council. for the 
people who join these associations and 
possibl,.· indirectly for th<> people who do 
not join them. The extraordinary thing 
about that is the exact wav in which it fits 
in with all the schemes of tl1e guild socialists. 
Anybody who attempts to study socialism 
rapidly gets into what hac been termed " a 
swirling welter of opinions and arguments, 
and does not know where he is." But. since 
the \var, three cla.sses of socialjq-n- lwve 
developed-Man:ian socialism, syndicalism, 
and guild socialism. If yon \vant criti~ism 
of the :VIarxian socialist, go to the syndicahst; 
and, if you want criticism of the syndicalist, 
c:o to the guild socialist; and ho will tall vou 
how the believers in Marxian socialism h~ve 
become voluble inefficients. They become 
members of the M.LE., or members o£ ineffi­
ciency. The guild socialist proposes to divide 
the territorial association into two bodies­
the producer and th<' consumer-and the pro­
ducer has to organise jnto one big union. 
!'fis idea .is that associations shall develop 
mto one b1g umon, and th1s producers' union 
\vill have legislative and GX0C'ntivo powers of 
its own, independent of the State Parliament 
vvhich is to represent the consun1er. In work~ 
on this subject you will find agricultmal guilds 
referred to by that name. This idea fits in 
with the idea of guild socialism. Hon. mem­
bers on the opposite bench are socialists; but 
what sort of socialists we do not know. \Ve 
do not know whether they are J\1arxian, syndiC 
calists. or guild socialists. or whether they 
are the whole lot. (Laughter.) The BilL 
therefore, seems to be objectionable on all 
these grounds. It establishes another body 
1n the State independentlv of the State. It 
will probably introduce ·a rural log, and 
largely increase the cost of consumption. The 

JJir. lliacgregor.] 
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producer is a very important person in the 
community, but he. is not much. so far as 
Parliament is concerned, without the con­
sumer, and the consumer ought to be con­
sidered as of the importance he deserves in 
this Bill. The farmer, of course, being a 
trusting perwn, thinks he finds in this Bill 
a1l his grieva11ces re!Uediod. I-I.e vvill not. see 
that an Act of Parlwment~-that mcro words 
-does not do anything, ltnd there is n?thing 
in the Bill that could not be done, m my 
opinion, by a n1ore thorough organisation of 
the Department of .\gricnlturc. 

0PPOSITI0}; l\1E1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACGREGOR: If the Department of 

Agriculture finds that the income of the 
amount allotted to it is not sufficient, let the 
Minister tell Parliamei1t about it, and I 
am sure there will be no objection to gi.-ing 
everythiniT these matter. require-whatever 
will heln"' to a·-sist the primary industrie·-. 
It seems necessary to say, when you are 
speaking on a Bill of this sort and expressmg 
the opinion I have expressed, that you are 
not hostile to the farmer or the primary pro­
ducer in any way. 

A GovER!OrEXT ME~rilER: You are covering 
up your tracks. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: Every person recog­
nises that he is the most important man in 
the country and entitled to a good deal ; and, 
so far as the general taxpayer is concerned, 
I am sure there would be no grudging or 
unsympathetic attitude to the primary pro­
ducer if it would help him in his troubles. 
Subsidies arc condemned everywhere as 
unfair to the general taxpayer, and here we 
have a pretty large subsidy going to ono 
primary producer. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO};: Ko; it is g·oing to find 
billets. 

Mr. NIACGREGOR: Probably that is so­
that is a still greater objection to it; but, 
if it were necessary in the interests of the 
primary producers to have a better equipped 
and more expensive Department of Agri­
culture, I for one would be quite willing to 
as,,ist the Government in extending the opera­
tions of that department. 

At 9.35 p.m., 
The CHA!R}tA}; OF Co1DIITTEES 11\lr. Kirwan, 

Brisbane), relieved the Speaker in the chair. 
Mr. MACGREGOR: I think that, on the 

whole. no amendments short of the deletion 
of the-e da.uses of the Bill. and preventing 
the establishment of rmot her Parliament in 
this State, will do. SpcB king of the Bill as 
it stands, I for one, have no doubt that I 
c2nnot suppor~ it. 

Mr. MOORE (ciubiyny): There arc three 
or four facts which stand out to a vm'y large 
degree. In my opinion, one of the first 
rea<ons that induced the Premier to bring 
in the Bill is because he is gain<; in for a 
large land settlement 'Chcme in the Burnett 
district. Anybody who is going in for a 
large settlement scheme under the conditions 
on which land settlement has been carried 
on in Queensland during the last seven years 
would be a lunatic if he endeavoured to bring 
settkrs hen> under the conditions we have 
been lab0urin<; under. He now brings for­
ward a Bill which looks verv well: but there 
is not much in it. It lea.-es "the primary pro­
ducers to do rrost of the work and find most 
of the money after the first year. One thmg 
which stands out is the incompetence of the 
DepartmPnt of AgricLdture. The department, 
to my mind, should have been able ~-ears 

[Mr. ;_)Jacgregor. 

ago to see the necessities of the man on 
the land without an advisory board such as 
this. The d!.'partment ignore-d all the warn­
ings issued by hon. members on this side 
and by the farmers outside, and it has been 
found necessary now to appoint an advisory 
board of a very cumbersome nature. There 
is another thing that stands out very clearly, 
and that is the childlike faith of the Govern 
ment in the ability of the primary producers­
to pull Queensland out of the mess it has 
got into under socialistic theories and schmnes 
they have put into operation during the last 
few years. E,·crything is put on the shoulders 
of the primary producers to pull. if possible 
the State out of its difficulties. We must all 
xcoognise that it is not a bit too soon that 
some new scheme .is brought forv. ard. Per­
sonally. I think that Government interference 
in a scherrw such as this is hbsolutely \Vl'ODf!:. 

It will not meet with the favour of th<> 
farmers. It will serve to keep a lot of 
farmers out wh•) .. ,,-ou'.d oth0r·vi.rise have com0 
in ; and I think the Minister will be well 
advised to accopt amenchr10nts which will bP 
submitted hv this side. One of the greatest 
troubles in this Statf~ is GovcrnnHmt controf 
in any shape or forrn. The far1ners hav0 
had experience of it in the past, and want to 

get out of Government control and manage 
their own affairs. 

Mr. PEASE: They do not want to get out 
of the sugar agreement. 

Mr. MOORE: The sugar industry is on a 
totally diff<'rent footing to the ordinary 
:C~ral industries. vVe know that the opinions 
of the Government were not always the same 
in regard to the sugar industry as they are 
to-day. I am going to quote from " The 
Producers' Rcvie,v" to sho,v the vie,vs of 
that journal a year or two ago with regard 
to tho attitude of the Government on thf' 
sugar question. We have not ah,·ays found 
the promises made by the present Govern­
ment realised. I would like to quote a state­
ment made 'bv this Government in the 
election campaign in 1915. It contains the 
same empty words we hear to-day-

" The farmer must ha Ye sufficient 
acumen to understand that, in order to 
have properly equipped farms; in order 
to saw himself and hi: wife and hay& 
and girls from the Llrudgcry of lor:g 
hours and unprofitable employment; m 
order to make farrning- a dig-nifiPd. p1ea~­
ant and remunerative occupation. he; 
mu~t put into power a party that will be 
alive to his intere,ts; one that will help 
him to devdop his latent faculties for 
co-operation; that will save him from 
the middleman; and that will protect 
him from the machinery combine." 

All this was rroing to bo done in 1915. We 
remember the" pamphlets which were issued 
about the Government agricultural machinery 
\vorkR that wero g-oing to be est~b1ishcd so 
that farmers would be able to bu-, Implements 
at a chc 'P rate, but ''e know what followed. 
The statement goes on to say-

" He has no other course but to sup­
port the party that will assi~t ~!m with 
capital. experience, and advtce. 

Anvbodv knowinu to-dav what the nrcsent­
Go~·ernrnent have~ done ·would 'a)·. "\Vhat 
~Jll'C~ -111 !" .Tnst fancv talking- abont giving 
tho farmPr 1'Xp0ri('nr0. <'tpitaL and advice. 
when we know tha-t the farmers' applications 
have been turned down by tho State Advances 
Corporation, <1nd when we know that the-
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Co-operative Agricultural Production Act 
·has never been 1iroperly administered by this 
·Government l rrho Treasurer. when speak­
ing on the Financial StotcmPnt last year, 
and referring to the fact that the fat;mers 
were turned down by the State lulvanrcs 
·Corporation, modo tl,e rmn.'rk. " \Ye must 
Ea\"C the fools from themseh·u." 

The PRE1IIER: Do you say that I said 
that? 

Mr. ~100RE: J\'o. The hon. gcntlem;m 
was not Treasurer Ltst year. It was when 
:1v1r. li'ihelly was Treasurer, and it wa.s he 
who made the remark. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : V{here is ho now? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ''IOORE: He was puslwd out by the 
C lbinet. r_rhc Govcrnn1cnt W<'re vor ,r for­
·tunato in getting rid of hirn h·orn. their 
Tanks. If he he d been lwre now, the Go­
,·ernment would have a nice kettle of fish to 
carry on with, and they were Ycry g·lad to 
push him out. 
~ . The PBE~nEr : You -,'\-ere very qniet about 
n1m \vhon he \Ya lH:re. It \Yould be more 
~rncefu1 on yonr part if vou rcma.inod silent 
::,vhen ho is no1~ hore to ~;llS\Yer for himself. 

:VIr. MOORE : Th~t !fentlcman is well 
ab]_e to look after hirn ··Plf, and I arn not 
gmng to worry about him. It is sot out 
further in this documc•1t that the Labour 
part,. is tho only part, in the State to help 
the farmer to co;tabli<h a rnodern form of 
organisation to cur:;- on hi· industry under 
:rnodern conditions. 

The Ho:w·: SECRETARY: You ought to stop 
there and sit down. 

Mr. :\IOORE: What about all the prico­
·fixing logi-;lation, the stock ernLargo, and the 
~-mall advancE.s, amounting to £24,000, made 
u.nder the Co~oporativ0 Agricultural Produc­
tron Act between 1915 and 1920? What 
about all the l'•'strictiorrs phcocl on the 
.<tockowncrs? and wh~t about all the election 
promises \Vhich \Vcre IYlade hnt were never 

'
1\:f'pt? No"\v, at the clcvPnth hour, we have 
another set of promises and high sounding 
word·· At one time \YO found the Premier 
persecuting the prirnary producer, and now 
lw has turned round in hii favour. It 
reminds m(J very much of the conversion of 
St. Paul. \Yo know St. Paul perbecutcd the 
Christians for n1any yt•t1l'S, a11d then he wont 
nnt on a big pcr:-,ccuting campaign. But thn 
light dawned on him, and he turned round 
and joined the ranks Df thos~;• he fonnerlv 
petsocuted and espoused their • a use. 'l'he 
Premier has not gone so far as St. Paul, 
becaus·~ h0 has not severed his conn0ction 
with his old associations. He still keeps 
company r:ith tho people who have always 
de.;pised the farmer. He stills keeps with 
the' Secretary for Agri( ulturo. who sa vs that 
production should he for use and ,:;ot for 
profit. The Premier, in commenting on that 
statnment, that production should be for use 
and not for profit, snid that eyen if they 
abolished the capitalistic system th< y would 
,till have production for profit. and he said 
tha.t the statement of the Secretary for Agri­
culture was a loose one. He said on that 
,occasion-

" That t.he term ' production for use 
and not profit' was a loose one likely 
to lead to a confusion of thought. Even 
if they aholislwd the capitalistic system 
they would still have production for 
profit. The first step tmYards socialisa-

tion was the nationalisation of banking 
and the whole struct.urc of credit. The 
nationalisation of inclustrv ·,vould follow. 
There wa;; a feeling abroad that the 
Labour party to-day ,., as an expediency­
mongering- party. The term socialisa­
tion in its preoent incomplete and ill­
conciderod etate sho•.lld not be tolerated. 
Ho would like to know hm;· the farmer 
would get on under the ·ocialisation of 
industry.'' 

These are the Premier's own \Yords, although 
he ··till keeps with the Secretary for Agri­
culture, who says he bclicYcs in production 
for use and not for profit. Although the 

·Premier admitd that that is a looe0 term, 
h~ still has the J'.1inistor with him. \Ye find 
IlO\V that the Government bring- in a sci1en1e 
such as this although, "' a party. the,- still 
!Jcliovc in the sociali:•aiion of all industry, 
That was carried b,v a majority at the con­
ference do,vn South, and it \Vas carried 
again in Queenslnnd against the advice of 
thu Prcmjcr, supported by three m~mbers 
of this House~::\Jr. \Yhitfml :Ylr. Rwrdan, 
and l\Tr. \Ycir being a,-ainst the hon. gentle­
man. Tlw Premier st.iH sits with that party, 
and then bring~ in such a 8chernc as this. Is 
there anything to shm·.' whv we should not 
have some suspicion of a p:n·t:· t.ha,t brings 
this in? ThPy <tre evidently pledged to 
the socialistic policy. 

The PRnmm : \Vh:r should vou allow that 
to ,,-cigh with vou? If the' scheme is a 
good ono, support it! 

Mr. MOORE: It does weigh with me, 
because wo know that the party opposite 
believes in the socialisation of industry. 

The PREMIER: The Council of Agriculture 
will have full controL Why worry about it? 

:\1r. MOORE: The Council 1vil1 not have 
control at alL 

The PRE'llER: \Vhy don't. ,vou sa.y if you 
fayour the scheme, instead of side-stopping it. 

Mr. MOORE : It is because of the indefi­
nite terms in which the scheme is drawn up, 
and I warl't to make it more defmite. If it is 
put on a more definite basis, so that the 
farmors kr-ow where they etand, I will 
support it. 

The PRE~IIER : Is it not a farmer-controlled 
sf'hemc? 

1\Ir. MOORE: No. The Premier knows 
that, if the Council of Ag-riculture was to 
sulnnit a proposition which was against the 
policy of the Government, it would have no 
more chance of being carried than of flying. 
The Premier knows that tho Governor in 
Council has the last s::;~• whether any pro­
po:,al is to be brought into effect or not. 

The PRE1l!ER: Surely you do not want 
Parliament to abrogate its functions? 

Mr. MOORE: It is already abrogating its 
functions. I wrote to the Department of 
Agriculture the other day, and the l otter was 
handed on to the Advisorv Board, I also 
wrote to the R.ailway Dcpa~tment a·kiHg for 
a reduction in freights, ancl I received a reply 
from the Advisory Board. 

The PREMIER: Are you oppf:3cd to that? 

Mr. MOOR.E : Of course I am opposed to 
it. 

The PREMIER : You are opposed to it, 
anyhow, 

Mr. MOO RE : I do not want a super­
Parliament. 

Jfr. Jloore.] 
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The PREMIER: Some of vour members 
oppose the Bill because it 'does not give 
sufficient powers to the Council. You arc 
opposing it because it has too great powers. 

Mr. MOORB: You are sheltering behind 
it now. The Premier knows perfectly well 
that the Government are shelt· ring behind 
the Advisory Board. Take the two occa­
sions when the Dairv Advisory Council dealt 
with the rcductior; of fre(ghts and the 
sweeping out of the ch~t:sc tl'ucks. 

The l'REoiiER : You are ridiculing the 
farmers' rcp1·cscnta tj Yes. 

Mr. MOORE: No. If the Department of 
Agriculture or the Railway Department wer-e 
worth their salt, they would not have any of 
this interference, and thee· would know that 
these things require to be done without any 
advisor~" council interfering. 

0PPOSlTIOX :Yln!BERS: Hc1r. !war 1 

The PREMIER : Hear the chorus of antagon­
ists to the scheme ! 

Mr. MOO RE: Everv time we have dis­
cussed the Railwav Est'imatcs we have asked 
for better provision for the primary pro­
duc-ers. We have asked for reduction in 
freights and for attention to the trucks. 

The PRE>IIER: 'Why didn't you ask that 
when the Denham Administration was in 
office? 

Mr. MOORE: I was not in Parliament 
then. Ever since this Government have been 
here we ha"_, been pointing out how the 
primary prodncnr was ruined through the 
fa.ulty tran,port of tlw Railway Department. 
vVe pointed ont that the trucks have been 
left standing out in the snn for five days, 
and the GuvNnrncnt took no notice of it. 
~ ow t,h( Governm~;~nt clai1n to ta kc notice 
of the Advi,oc· Board and attend to these 
things? V 

The PREmER: \Ye are getting the views of 
the farmers in council. 

Mr. MOOHE: The farmer'' repre,·ontativcs 
have boon making the'<' rf'qUC'·ts for years. 
Kow that the Governn1ent are losing the 
support of the indush·ialists, tbev turn round 
and make out that they are sU.]JlJOrting the 
farmers in every way P'"'iblc. I do not 
think the farmers are going to be· caught. 
because they hnYc a great den.l of comn1on 
sense. Th<"Y will come under tbi' scheme for 
the first vo;tr, but. if thcv find th·1t thev do 
not get irmcb out of it; the:: will qu.ietly 
drop on~; but. in the meantime a lot of 
money i, goin'l" to he spent. I c,hould just 
like to quote Mr. ;\lark Hanison, from whom 
the GoYC'rnment took thejr ~chernC' in a great 
mpa<;:nr~~. ,v}wrc' he s0t::; 0 1 lt thE:' co::.t of an 
~\dvisor•, Board. Ho admits thnt the Govern­
ment b;{vo adopted his sclwmc in part. 

The PREoliER: We conculted him. 

Mr. :viOORE: Thoro are all sorts of 
billets under this Advisory Board, and Mr. 
I-I arrison says-

" The approximate cxpf'mlituro of the 
ath-isory board during: the first year 
might be set down as follows:-

£ 
Six members at £400 per 

annum 2,400 
TravolliniT allowancc,s and 
expense~ (six members) 1.200 

As a matter of fact, we have fifteen out 
alreadv at £8 a week. 

The .PRE:mER: Not on the Advisory Board. 

[11 r. ill vore. 

Mr. MOO RE: No-organisers-

" Managing administrator 
Secretary 
Accountancy expert 
Legal adYiscr. permanent 

£ 
3.000 

The hon. member for Toowoomba says 
be is prepared to take on that 
(Laughter.)-

600 
1.000 
1,000 
that 
job. 

£ 
" Busine•os expert 1.000 

Publicity expert 1,000 
I believe he hr,'s already been appointed. I 
suppose he is the gentleman ·who is writing 
to the paper, praising thf' scherne. 

The PREofiER : You seem to be very 
annoved at the advocacy of Mr. Mark 
Har~ison. · 

Mr. MOORE: I am giving his own figure& 
as to the cost. The Prcmif'r said he dis­
cussed the scheme with him-

£ 
" Travelling expf'nses in open-

ing new markets 1.000 
That is not very much. considering that thE' 
organisation with which I am connected sent 
a man to the East to op<'n up a market 
there, and it co··t '" £800. without any 
assistance from the Government-· 

" Pavment representative to 
London. to America, and to 
the East 

Other expenses 

Total 

£ 

1,500 
2,950 

20.000" 
The PRE:IfiER: This JS your criticism of 

th0 Bill. 
Mr. ~100RE: The Pn:>mier says that the· 

cost will come to £20,000 or £30 000 for the 
first vcnr. The Srcretar,· for Agriculture 
ha:;; ahe-adv made that ~tat0n1cnt. f-lf're are 
Mr. 11rrrric;;on's sngg("·t1on•~ for the Advieory 
Tioarrl. <"1.l~d h0 pOPS i11t0 tl1C' "-h-ole C)llC'Stio_n. 
Ho brina:q it to £20,000, and be admtts 
that onranisers will have to be appointed 
rtlso. r'-~av tbat it is roing- to co~t lot of 
monf'v fnr ·a vPrv dnuhtf111 hf'nPflt. It is all 
vnv ·well to say· that we "·ill get t·hc benefit 
d ;t. \Ye mfn: or W{' mav not. The butter 
T){JO! eo t £172 000. and that went back on 
the bnttrr th·tt was cxportrd; but. although 
tl•r pcol cost that sum, it krpt the market 
steady. 

The PRE~IIER: Do you not think the wheat 
~cl~0mr i" !l £rood srhemc? 

'\1r. :viOORE: It is a good scheme; but, 
urf0rtnn:=1h•~v. the \Yhcnt B('<lrrL like many 
f'thf'r th~ng":: h'l" dcvrlc--.prd in tho c::vuc wa:v· 
as a Government department. It is not 
t1.crr to keep thn busi~css in [\ rro-ahead 
condit;on. as nrivat.e cnterpris·· \Yould 

A GoYERK~IEJ\'T ME~1BER: Give instances. 

Mr. 1IOORE: I could give any number of 
inst'1DCCS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Another 
insult to the farmers. 

:Mr. MOOR F:: I am p<'rfcct1v at liberty 
to rna kr mv sto tcmert in this Hnu c tvithout 
any impcrti'lent interjections. M,: statement 
is that at the present t1me, vvben Jt Js _ntally 
nrecs~arv for the farn1er5 to get then· seed 
wheat in whrn the rain has come they have 
to \Yalt for fonr or fl\'C wer'k~ after sen(ling 
down to the Board, and that shows their 
inefficienry. 

Hon. \V. FoRGA:-< SmTH interjected. 
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Mr. MOO RE: The Minister knows nothing 
whatever about what he is talking of. Tho 
fact that Mr. Archibald brought wheat from 
the South has got nothing- "hatever to do 
wuh supplymg seed whear to the farmers. 
It only shows the ignorance of the hon. 
member. Because the Secretary for Agri­
culture has a pet scheme, he does not like to 
hear any criticism. l claim that these 
people, now that the rain has fallen and 
when we do not know when more is 'going 
to come, have every right to get their seed 
wheat. It is a perfect , candal that they 
have to wait five or six wceks. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ·whose 
fault is that? 

Mr. MOORE: The Whcat Board's. The 
farmers did their bc,t to put in the best men 
they could. "What brought this discussion 
up was that the Premier said, " Do you 
not think the ·wheat Board has been suo­
ce"ful ?" I think it has heen successful to 
a certain degree. but I think these boards 
and pools get into the same condition as a 
Government department. They have not 
the same incentive to keep things going as 
a private individual. 

The PiiE~TIER: What is the remedy? 

Mr. MOORE: If the Gonornmcnt are 
going to tell everybody to sell produce 
through ono channel, they should have some 
better system than that. 

The PRE~!lER: The producers in that par­
ticular industry desired it. 

Mr. :\100RE : Of course, men will vote for 
a scheme when thev think it is going to be 
good. but when defects are found in it after­
v'ards it is up to the Government to remedy 
them-not to tnrn round and say that, 
because people elected a boa rcl, everything 
is going to be perf,,rt. The people elect 
members of Parliament. 

The PRnmm: It is the same with every 
one of th0se boardf:-thcn" i~ 11lwa; ~ going 
to be carping criticism. That is all that it 
amounts to. I think that the \Vheat Board 
is doing most excellent work. 

Mr. MOO RE: I admit that a largo por­
tion of their work has been carried out very 
successfully; but what I am pointing out is 
that whf'n :von have pnols for v.-hich the 
people h1 ,-e to sell all their produce. it is up 
to thorn to manage prolicientlv. so that there 
will not be vcxa.tious dela~-s that may cost 
the far nor a tremm1rlous amount of money 
through no fault of his own. 

[10 p.m.] 
The HOJ\IE SECRETARY : \Vhom do you want 

to intnrfNP with the \Vhcat Board--thc 
Government? 

Mr. MOORE : I want the Government to 
make it so that we shall not have the whole 
of our produce forced through one channel. 

Tlw SFCRF.TARY FOR AGRTCL:LTcRE: How can 
you do th"t? Under tho pooling system, how 
can you do it otherwise? 

Mr. MOORE: Bv the wa·· it is done in 
California. YYhere the chann"els of distribu­
tion are left open and the prices rtre con­
trolled b:v the pr0ducers' organisations. 
Speaking of California, it is not the paradise 
it is supnosed to be. I had a neighbour who 
left the Downs three :vears ago for California, 
because such glo\ving accoi1nts were givC>n 
of the co-opcratiYe selling and distributjon 
and the manner in which the whole business 

was organised there. He came back last year 
and said he would rather carry his swag in 
Queensland than work under the conditions 
that existed over there. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PRKI1IER : There will be no necessity 

for him to carry his swag. 
Mr. MOO RE: At the present time he is 

doing so. He tried to get on the Burnett 
works, but they said he had not been a 
member of the Australian V\'orkers' Union for 
two years; and so he could not get a job. 
(Government dissent.) 

The PREMIER : There is no such disqualifi­
cation on any reputable worker. 

Mr. MOORE : He is up there now. 
The PREMIER: He has been " pulling your 

leg." 

Mr. MOORE : He went to a citrus ::>rchard 
in California. When he came back I said to 
him. "You have come back in the nick of 
time. We have a Premier who is advocating 
the same sort of scheme you have over there. 
Have you all those schemes over there? " 
He said, " Oh ! yes, we are tied up every­
where; we have to sell through th9 one 
organisation. You arc bound under a £1,000 
fine that you will not sell outside the 
organisation." I said, " Hoc1· does it work?" 
He said, " Oh, well, just the same as it does 
here. You send your produce away; you 
send money after it to pay for it: but the 
only difference is that you send a little more, 
because there are a few more people over 
there who got a cut out of it than there are 
here." For three years they could not sell 
the greater part of their stuff, due to the 
same c~ use as exists here-the cost of pro­
duction was too high, and the organisation 
they had could not get them a payable price. 

The PREMIER: On that showing, do you 
say we should abandon the organisation? 

Mr. MOORE: I do not. But I do not 
think it j .. going to bring the millennium; 
it is not going to emancipate the farmer and 
raise him to a position of affluence: it is 
not going to take away many of the hours of 
drudgery connected with farm life. What 
is the good of pretending that it i .. ,? 

The PRE~IIER: In my opinion, it is going 
to tend in that direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is it not 
a worthy attempt to do something? 

Mr. MOO RE : It is an attempt; and it 
can be made much better if YOU eliminate 
political control. " 

The PREMIER: You suggested political con­
trol for the ·wheat Board. 

Mr. MOORE: I did not. The Government 
made it absolntely imperative that vou must 
sell all your produce through one small 
source. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The pool 
could not succeed otherwise. 

Mr. MOORE: It has succeeded in other 
places. It has succeeded in Victoria. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : YOU are 
putting in a special plea for the millers now. 

Mr. JVl"OORE: I am not. The principles 
of the B1ll, if left free from political control 
probabl~· will be of some assistance. ' 

The PREoliER: They arc bound to take 
political action, because thev may require 
some amending legislation. But they ought 
to keep themselves free from party entangle­
ments. 

Mr. Jlloore.] 
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Mr. MOORE: We have the Secretary for 
Agriculture the chairman of the Council. 

The PRBriER: In his capacity as Minister. 

::'dr. MOORE: I want to make the com­
position of the Board such that the:; will be 
perfectly entitled to make any representation 
they iike. I do not want to have the Minister 
sitting as chairman of i'he Council. and. as 
soon as the members bring forward a sug­
gestion, find him saying, " It is no good 
bringing that in, because it is against the 
policy of the Government." Let us have it 
perfectly open. 

The PREMIER : If there wore any danger 
of that, would not the farmers' representa­
tives on the provisional Cou1 -il haYC !HJinted 
it out? They never raised any objection. 

Mr. MOO RE : How do you know? 

The :OrmMIER: BecatFG it was put before 
them. They discur.;ed it and adopted it. 

Mr. MOORE: \¥hen we come to have an 
eloctiyc Council, they v, ill sugrep,t somcth~ng 
which will be against the policy of the 
Government. They ought to be in a perfectly 
free and open position to do that, and not 
be controlled in any way. 

The PREMIER: They are all grown up. 
There are twent:··five member,, five of whom 
will be representatives of the Government, 
and four of those five heads of departments. 

Mr. MOORE: Another suggestion madEJ by 
the hon. member for Hoscwood weB that '''' 
would be ablo to ecbblish rural credits to 
enablo the farmer to hold up his produce 
'vhcn prices \Ycre ]o\Y until the price's rose 
again. The GoYornn1f'nt p<ts>,Jd the Proiitocr· 
ing Prevention Act specially to prevent that 
being done. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: Anv man who has 
sufficient mane,· can hold. his produce until 
the market is good. 

Mr. MOORE : I would point out to the 
hon. member that cheese and butter factories 
ha,-e to furnish statistics sho\ving how much 
stuff !.hey have on hand and how long thc0 
have had it. If they hcwo more than the 
Government t-hink they arc entitled to. the~· 
ha vo to get rid of it. 

The PREl\HER : Do you say wo force any one 
to get rid of his produce? 

Mr. JVIOOHE: I do not say that, but they 
have letters saying that, if thev hold more 
than a certain amonnt, they ha vo to get rid 
of it. 

The PREMIER: Give me a c1se where we 
have intimated that to anyone. 

Mr. l'riOOHE: 'I1w Government have inti­
mated that to me by letter. 

The PREMIER: That is absolutely wrong. 
From which department was the letter sent? 

Mr. MOORE : The Department of Agri­
culture. 

The PRE~HER: The Department of Agricul­
ture does not ad1ninister the Profiteerjng 
Prevention Act. 

Mr. MOO RE: It is under the Profiteering 
Prevention Act that circulars arc sent out. 

The PRE}[IER: l\o; you are misleading the 
House on that subject. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not. 
The PREMIER: Y on are. I challenge you to 

show any intimation from the Government 
compelling any firm or .any individual to get 
rid of their prodnce. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. MOORE: I ha ye had reqnosts for 
information as to how much stuff I had. 
Under the Profitcering Prevention Act, if 
you hold more .than a certain quantity, _you 
n.re liable to be called upon to d1spose of It. 

Thc1 PREMIER: You do not know what you 
are talking about. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Produce 
the letter. 

Mr. MOO RE: The Profitecring Prevention 
Act was brought in specially for the purpose 
of preventing the hoarding-up of produce. 

The Pmc:·HER: To etop the hoardir:g-up of 
produce that was intended for the exploita­
tion of the communit;·-not to stop farmers 
taking adyantago of a ri~ing n1arket. 

l\!Ir. J'dOORE: Will the hon. gontlom}m tell 
the House the difference a ta.rmer 
solilng his produce and a sale a n1an who 
purchases !he produce? 

The HO}IE SECHETARY: Y on do not see any 
cliff eronce 9 

Mr. MOORE: No. 
'rhe HOME SECRETAIW: You should belong 

to the Nationalist party. 

The l'RE}!IER: \Ye draw the lino against 
the middleman. 

Mr. MOORE: Thoro is no difference. The 
Government brought in a Dill for a specific 
purpose, and now they wotnt to draw the 
line--

The ACTING SPE_\KEH: On::·r 1 

11 ould like hon. mernht'rs to respect my call 
to order. Tbo hon. n1Pm bt r for AuLign,v ha~.; 
sotne diffi<'ulty in spPak1ng, and I would r -;k 
hon. members to allow him to proceed. 

l.Ir. 1\fOORE: Wo have been aske.cJ to 
we.igh the benefits and the dicadv.mtages 
und('r the scheme and soe which carno out 
on top. I intend to quote from the Govern­
n1ent's own little '• Red Book" in connection 
with the actions of the GoYornm nt a vear or 
two ago, before they arrived .at the J ;osition 
they arc in to-day. 

The Hmm SECRrTARY: What do vou think 
of the Bill? (Laughter.) · 

l'Y1r. MOO RE: I think we c11n make it more 
satisfactory if :\ e are given an opportunity. 
The hon. member for RosCc',oo.cJ v. as talking 
about 1915, and thc•n \Ycnt on to n fer to the 
Federal price-fixing of butter. 

Mr. W. CooPER: I did not say 1915. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member did not 
know the date. (Laug·htcr.) }l, had a little 
information given to him which he dished 
up in this Chamber without knowing the 
correct figurE, and without knowing the dat0 
on which it took place. (Renewed laughter.) 
What we wore hlking about was the butter 
pool last year, when the same hon. gentlemen 
'vent down, it is ~nid at the instigation of 
the Sccrctar,y for .._'-.,bricnltu:rc, to .-:onvcrt the 
farmers in the South. They pointed out that. 
owing to the QucenJland Government's action 
jn not allowing the prirna ry prod uccrs in this 
St .to to get London puritc·, which thev were 
getting in the other State··, they lost £240,000 
odd. Those are the '1me men in whom he 
puts such trust now. and whom he se~Ct down 
South-~lr. Mark Harrison, Mr. Purcell, and 
Mr. Plunkett. Thvoe are the men on the 
Board to-day. 

Mr. W. CooPER: They said they were 
v;,rrong. 
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Mr. MOORE: They were right. " The 
Producers' RcYiew" of lOth February, 1916. 
which is produced by :Mr. Harrison, had this 
.to say-

" The above extract from 'Hansard,' 
giYing the Premier's reply in regard to 
the butter taken over by the Govern­
ment, indicates a strangely-warped view. 
' .As a matter of fact,' says Mr. Ryan, 
'the butter was purchased.' Quite so! 
It w<ts purchased ut the price fixed by 
Yir. Ryan and his colleagues. That price, 
fixed and paid by the purchase1:, was 
mueh below market rates. To all mtents 
and purposrs the buttor \".'as seized; jn 
similar fashion the sheep also were 
,ei .. ·ed. In both cases the o\vners were 
compelled to hand over their own pro­
!Jertv and tbPv WE'l'P palcl ·when and at 
~vhat 'price Mr: Ryan and his collcagu<>s 
determined. 1'\o amount of juggling 
with words will alter the faet that the 
butter and the sheep were seized by the 
Labour-Socialist GovNnment and the 
rights of the owners were as completely 
ignoted as if th rig·hts and the privileges 
of ownership ha-cf cea~cd to exist i:u 
Queensland." 

Then he goes Dn to dc,al with llw cns1s m 
the sugar industry in 1916-

" At tin1e of writing, the sugar industry 
is on the verge of ruination, and, although 
wme settlement mig·ht possibly be 
reached. ycry heavv losses will have 
re•ulted. In "tho treatment mC't<'d out to 
the sugar-growers lies a Je,"son to dairy­
Inen and rnix:d fanners vvhich ought not 
to be forgotten. How,ver much the 
present Government mig·ht seck to deny 
the fact, it is none th'• less true that tho 
crisis was accentuated because the Govern­
ment was callouslv indifferent to the 
sugar farmers. The cri~js was brought 
about by Acting Judg<' Dickson framing 
an award which not onlv increased tho 
cost of production b0· bet"we:·n 40 and 50 
per cent., but imposed conditions which 
increased the burden. The Gm·crnnwnt 
had constitutional power to intervene, 
but it failed to do s0. To inti'nene meant 
to offend the unions. and this Gm·ernment 
'<OC'nls ready to do anything damaging to 
lndu~tries rat11er than ofTcnr! som(' union. 
The Govommcnt has tacitlv admitted that 
the industrv cannot -exist "under the con­
ditions of the Dicbon award, and yet it 
hc-s ;,-ilfully and deliberately plunged the 
industry right on to the Yerge of disaster 
rath0r than offend thE' unions. If the 
dairv farmer and mixed farmer is unable 
tD s~e in this an urgent reason why he 
should become a member of the nearest 
branch of the Farmers' Union, then his 
reasoning ahilit:v rnust be curiou~ly 
kinkcd. To-clay it is thP tragedy of the 
sugar £arn1er to cotno under tho grinding· 
heel of labour unions' demands; to­
morrow it will be the tragedv of the dairy 
farmer or wheat farmer. There is onlv 
one hope of safety. That hope lies in an 
0vcr-stronp;thening Fanners' lJnion bas0d 
on tnH: co-operation und ah~oluto loyalty 
to the n1ovcmcnt." 

Those are the opinions of Mr. Mark IIarrison, 
as reportr d in " The Producers' Review " in 
1916, and now we have the Government say­
ing what they have done for the producers of 
thts State. 

The HmiE SECRET.\RY : The scene has 
<:hanged. 

1922-Y 

Mr. MOORE: The scone has 
because the Gover11mcnt haYe a 
of one. 

The Ho:nE SECRETARY: Hea-d the 
of "The Producer'-' Review."' 

changed 
majority 

Mr. MO ORE: I onh- want to show the real 
candid opinion of the man from whom th" 
Premier says he took this scheme, and the 
way he is bullocking it up to-day. and the 
real candid opinion he expressE>d two or three 
years ago. 

The HmTE SECRE'rARY : It is the last photo 
that counh. 

Mr. MOORE: The last photo counts to-duy 
because the Gm·crnment find they have a 
majority of one. 

The PRE:.\IIER: \Yhy are yon so antagonistic 
to hin1? 

l\Ir. MOORE : I am not antag·onistic. I am 
Rho·wing the noce.ssity of gcttiDg a way frorn 
Govcrnn1ent control. 

At 10.15 p.m., 
The SPEAKER reeumt•d the chair. 

The ::->PEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member has oxhanstcd the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

:\h. LOG,\.N (Lockyrr!: I think that 1 
ought to be privileged to speak, seeing that 
the- Premier came to mv electorate to intro­
duce this scheme. On th"at occasion I thought 
tlw E{;herne outlined \Yas very good; but 
since \ve haye seen the Bill ws haYc rca..son 
for feeling a little doubtful about it. I 
think that 25 per cent. of the farmers in my 
electorate would be in favour of rwcepting 
this scheme. There has been an attempt 
tb c<ll meetings to be addreeeed by the 
gPntlemen ';rho are going round organising 
this scheme, but, unfortunately, we have not 
vet been able to get a strong body of farmers 
togdher to fi11d out "·hat arc really their 
opinions abont the matter. \Ve have had 
ono meeting at Gatton. at which sever.al 
fanners were pr.:,sent. The,'" had the re!'o~ 
lution beforo them, aP.d it was put to the 
meeting by the chairman. and the} ha.d some 
difficulty in getting somcon0 to move that 
the resolution be adopted. It was moved by 
a farmc1~ and scconth~d bv a 1nan who was tl. 

prirnary producer, and. co.nscquent1y, the rPso­
lution wus not carried. That seems to be the 
feeling of the farmer~ in my -district. They do 
not seon1 to de'3ire to take np the scheme. 
Those I have come in contact with say that 
thcv do not think it is going to be free from 
poll tic a! control. A good deal of suspicion 
ha.-; been created and \YC cannot be sur­
prised at that when we look into the matter. 
It would be well if tlw Premier \rould adopt 
the sue;gccstion nHtd0 by an hon n1cn1ber on 
this side the other night, anrl tell the House 
whether the scheme is to be free from 
pDlitics. It would cansc a b,otter feeling. 
S•J far the Premier has not srrid that. 

The PRE:\[IER: I saicl at Laidley that the 
scheme will be free from part'- entangle­
ments. I mentioned it at the dairy con­
fere-nce. and it has been discqssecl at the 
Council of Agriculture. 

Mr. LOGAJ'\: Sincn we have seen the Bill 
we have felt the smpicions \Yhich I have 
mentioned. Hmw,·er, I am going to snpport 
th<' second reading of the Bill. The Premier 
asked me at Laidley what I thought of th_e 
scheme. I told him that. on the surfac~. !t 
appeared to be very go<Jd, and that, 1f Jt 

Mr. Logan.] 
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were brought before tlH~ House in that form, 
I would support it. I am going to stick to 
my guns and support the second reading; 
but we shall rertuire some amendments to 
be made, otlwrwise I do not sa·: that I am 
g-oing to support the third re;,ding. 'The 
Premier at Laidlev told us that there was 
no political influence in the sclwme, and 
that he was there to launch the s<:'heme, but 
before doing so he maJe an attack on the 
Country party and the Nationalist party. 
Amongst other things. he said that the so­
called Country party had not supported the 
Goyernment in any of the measures +hey 
had brought forward in the interests of the 
farmer. 'That was not correct. Since then 
they had a meeting in the Lands Court, at 
which I was present, and the Premier asked 
those present to let bygones be bygones. 

'The PRt-::VIIER: You will not find that 
phrase in my speech at the meeting in the 
Lands Court. 

Mr. LOGA?\: 'The hon. gentleman admit­
ted that the Government had made mistakes, 
and asked that they shonld let bygones be 
bygones. 

The PRE,IIER: I did not u'e those words. 
l ha vo the full text of my speech. 

Mr. LOGAN: At Laidley the hon. gentle­
n1an also said it. 

'The PRE:\JIER : At Laidlev there were four 
metropolitan reporters reporting my speech, 
,;nd it must have been their fault. 

::vir. LOGAN: The Premier made refer­
ence to certain legislation beneficial to 
farmers on that occasion, and he also stated 
that certain members of the Country party 
opposed the cane price-fixin;; legislation. 
That was not w. There was a proposal to 
introduce the c:1ne price-fixing legislation, 
but it was tacked on to a " J\:o confidence" 
motion introduced by :iYir. R:;an, and the 
members of the Country party referred to by 
the l 'rcmicr did vote for that want of 
confidence motion. They supported the 
Denham Government at that time. It was 
quite true that on a Jll'ivate member•' day 
the members of the Country party, assisted 
be· the Labour party, carrie·d a motion in 
favour of cane price-fixing legislation against 
the Denham Government. 

The PREMIER: Then the Government swal­
lowed the members of the Country party and 
rejected the measure. 

11r. LOGA?\: Bl<t they voted against the 
" No confidence" motion in the first place. 
Later on a Bill was brought in, >tnd it went 
throug-h. This Bill v. as brought in by the 
Labour party, and there was no division 
taken. 

:iYir. CoLLrc;s: vv· e were forty-four strong 
then. and 'vc were not worrying about you. 
(0ppo~ition laughter.) 

Mr. :'\1 OP.GA::-; : That is quite true . You 
o•poke the truth then. 

Mr. LOGAN: 'The Premier also said that 
~Ic~<;;rs. ~Iorgan. Swaync. Corscr, and B2b­
bingtun yotcd against the cane price-fixing 
lcgi~lation, but I looked up " 1-Iansard," and 
I found that they did not vote against it, 
but voted for it. 

The· PRE:I!IER: The hon. gentleman is not 
quoti"g my remarks at all. I said that those 
rncmben were members of the Nationalist 
party, and they ]eft the Nationalists and 
Joinc-d thE' Country party. 

[Jfr. Logan. 

Mr. MoRGAN: You eaid W<' voted against 
the cane price-fixing legislation. 

The PRE:I!IER : No. 

Mr. LOGAN: The Premier misquoted the 
Country 1r.en1bPrs, and rnadc misstaten1ent& 
about them. 

The Hol.IE SECRE'l'ARY : You young rnembcr& 
do not know anything about the sins of the 
olckr members. (Laug·htcr.) 

Thir. LOGA:J\;: 'The Premic•r also said that 
Mr. Vowleil left the :'\ationaliot party and 
joined the Countr:: party. As a matter of 
fact, Mr. Vowles did so after having been 
sC'lectcd as a Countr:·: party candidate by 

'plebiscite. 

Tlw RPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must refer to hon. nwmbers by the names 
of their electorates. 

The PP.E:I1TER: I have the newspaper extract 
of my L.'tidley sp0ech here, and it shows that 
I said that Mr. Dcnham was oupported by 
::vJ:essr·. Vowlcs, Swaync, Corser, and Morgan. 

Mr. LOGA:'\1: It wns imfair for the 
PrerniN to come to Laidley and say that 
there wa.s no election looming- in sight. and 
there would not be one for sixteen months. 
He aho said that. he was not going to make 
,m election speech. but he outlined the policy 
of the Government. He went on to talk 
about the Countrv party and the Nation>tlist 
partv. and I must admit that he did it very 
forclblv. :-.Text morning at Forest Hill the 
wesidcnt of the ·workers' Political Organisa­
tion came to 1nc and said. ''I was very 
pleasPd to sec vou at the meeting last night." 
and I replied,·" Yes, I was glad to be t~ere." 
He said to me, " It is rather too late Ill the 
da v for the Premier to come around telling 
us· a tale like that. (Opposition laughter.) 
I ha Ye alwavs been a Labour supporter; but 
vvhf'n tlw ~ld 'l'orv Government were in 
power I had to pay· no land tax, and to_-<:Jay 
I am pavino; £5." (Renewed OppositiOn 
laughter.)· The Premier said the po?r farmer 
vvas not papng land t:>x at all. V\ ell, I am 
a small farmer. and I pav la.nd tax. I 
think the Premier must Gdmit that every 
small farmer pays, if he has land of an 
unimproved value of over £300. Although 
the Premier comes into my electorate, he 
must not think that, because I am pretty 
quiet, I propose to allow him to make those 
statements. 

The PRK\JIER: Do you deduct your land ta" 
from the income tax you pay? 

Mr. LOGA~: I do now. (Govc_rn:nent 
laughter.) I did not. and the Comnnsswner 
did not make it his business to tell me I 
might. and until I became a member of this 
Chamber I did not know I could do so. 

'The PRE:IJIIm: Rezdl:;·, you oug-ht not to 
be a member of Parliament at all. 

:Mr. LOGA:'\: 'Thi Bill has been pretty 
fully discussed, and its wea_k points dis· 
closed. There IS reason to beheve that there 
ic a certain amount of socialisation in the 
scheme. \Ye believe that an agncultural 
policv should be one for the b,•nefit of the 
farmers and controlled by them and _not by 
Government appointees; but I an; afrmd that. 
in practice. we shall find there will be a good 
deal of Government " pull." I reg-ret that 
vcrv much. and I sincerclv hope that. before 
it becomes law, that " pcill" will come ont, 
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and that it will put the primary industries 
in a better position than they are in at the 
present time. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnano~) : I beg to 

"That the debate be now adjourned." 

Question put and pa~sed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Hou<c adjourned at 10.30 p.rn. 

Questions. 33!) 




