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FRIDAY, 14 JULY, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram JJaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. ' 

QUESTIO~S. 

INco~m TAx RECEIVED FRO}! Co-OPERATIVE 
COMPANIES, 1915-1921. 

Mr. \YALKER (Cooroora) asked the 
Treasurer~ 

" How much has been received in 
incorne tax from co-operative companies 
in Quccnsl>tnd during the years 1915. 
1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921~(a) 
dau:· compamcs; (b) chcGse CJmpanics; 
(c) bacon compa.nios ?" 

The PRK3HER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 
Chillagoe), replied~ ' 

" I regret that the information is not 
available." 

RAILWAY :MATERIAL ORDERED FROM 
0\'ER·SEAS. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) askod the Secre­
tary for Ra1lways~ 

" Will ho furnish a statement s.how­
ing~ 

(a) From what places outside Aus­
tralia material has been obtained 
or orderrJd for his department 
dnring the past fmancial year? 

(b) The class of material so obtained 
or ordered, and the value 
respectively?" ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombc, Kcppel) replied~ 

" (a) United Kingdom, Belgium, and 
the United States of America. 

"(b) Copper, iron, steel and 
bra.ss 

Wheels on axles 
Tin plates ... ... 
2-feet gauge locomotive 
Fencing wire .. . .. . 
Superheaters for locomotiYes 
Electrical material 
Canvas ... 
Cotton waste 
Sponge cloths 
Linoleum 
Paint brushes 
Watches and clocks 
StationE'ry 
Hardware and non 
Machinery 
MiscclhneouJ 

Total 

£ 

67,971 
12,262 

64 
2,200 
4,110 
4,751 

13,038 
20,250 

6,173 
3.188 

778 
366 
828 
782 

7,950 
11_016 
3,701 

£159.428 
Articles of Australian manufacture are, 
as far as possible, obtained, subject to 
a preference of 15 per cent. over British 
<tnd American goods, and 20 per cent. 
over the products of other countries." 

LossEs IN CoNXECTIO::-r WITH STATE ENTER· 
PRISES. 

Mr. VO\VLES aekE>d the Minister in 
Charge of State Entorpri"es~ 

" In view of his evasive answer given 
on 11th instant to my question relative 
to lor'""es on State enterprises, is he aware 
that the COIEmnnity is suffering the 

following losses in connct<-ion vdt.h State 
enterprises over and aboYc those disclosed 
in the Auditor-General's annual report:-

(rr) The State and Commonwealth 
income tax which would have bf\OJJ paid 
each year had the State businnses been 
left In the hands of private enter­
prise? 

(b) Tho land taxes vchich would have 
lwen p<1id? 

(e) The difference between the inter­
('st ~.ctually charged each year and the 
int:-:·rw-t actnall:,- paid by tho Govern­
ment on the n1oncv inYcsteJ in these 
businc·Jsos? ~ 

(d) The difference between the rent 
charged to Shto stations and the rent 
.d1ich would haye been paid by private 
enterprise? 

(c) Additional loss on S'tate stations 
owin-:; to the over-valuation of tho stock 
on 3Uth June, 1921 ?" 

Hox. W. FORGAN S::VliTII (Jiackay) 
replied~ 

" My reply to the hon. member's ques­
tion of 11th instant wa, not evasive. 
Inst1 atl. of sufferi r: g los:'C'S, as suggc:-;h·d 
by the hon. member, I am fully aware 
of th-" fact that the community has been 
~avcd million.s of pounds by reason of 
the establi hmcnt of State enterprise>; 
in the St~ltc butcheri(·~. alone a careful 
c timato shov · that ihe saying to the 
pllblio since 1915 i•i over £3,000,000. 
Tl1crc '' ould be r~o advantage to the conr­
rnunity in the State receiving a little 

income tax if such v;oro- accompa­
th expioibtion of the people by 
enterprise, a, de·sircd by the hon. 

Ill:'Hibor. _\s a rn.:.ttor of fact, ho\vcver, 
tbc ''lrplus profits repaid to the Treasury 
are grort(~r than tho amount3 that could 
bav~~ been levied for t;;1xes. The interest 
actuaJl.v cbargccl by the rTreasury is 
greater than the interest actually paid by 
the Government on the money invested 
in these bu:3inc:·.·~~,, andJ as previously 
stated. the 1'l nt paid by the State sta­
t icns is the full afl!ount charged to date 
by the LancL; Department. I cannot 
agree that tho stock on State stations 
wa- m·enalued as at 30th June. 1921. 
The qm stion is based on false informct­
tion furni,hocl to tho hon. member." 

:!'.Jr. VO\\'LES: I would like to know 
whether the hon. gentleman is entitled, in 
rcpl~Ting to a quc3tion. to cast a reflection 
on the hr'n. me1nber asking the qtH stion. 

Tho SPEAKER: I did not hear the Min­
i, tor cast any ret1cction on the hon. member. 

HoN. W. FORGAN S::\IITH: Speaking to 
t be point of ord0r, tlw question was based 
on folse idorrnation furnished to tho hon. 
n1en1ber. 

:1Ir. VO\YLES: False information! 

LE:-.:GTHS;~!Ex's CoTT.IGES r~ Sounr-\VESTERN 
AHE I ERECTED SIXCE 1918. 

l\Ir. PETERSOK (Normanby) asked the 
Sccl'etary for Rnilways-

" 1. How man:1· lengthsmen's cottages 
have been erecte;d in the South-\V estern 
Railway area since 1916? 

" 2. \Yhat was the cost of same? 
" 3. \Vhat rental is charged for their 

occupation? 
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"4. How many lcngthsn1on's cottages 
have been erected in the Contra! Railway 
district since 1916? 

" 5. iVhat was the cost of same? 
" 6. What rental is charged for their 

occupation?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS 
replied-

" 1 to 6. The information is being pre­
parC"d." 

L.\XD SoLD BY J. F. BRETT TO \VAR SERVICE 
I-Io~rEs Co:.nrLSIOKER. 

:\Ir. DEACOK (Cunninylwm) asl;cd the 
hon. ~ncrnbcr for Rockhanipton-

" 1. Is he correctly reported in the 
" Dail:: Standard" of 12th July as having 
said at Dooford that land purchased by 
,J. F. Brett in September. 1919, for 
£10,650 was sold to the \Var Service 
lionlf'') Co:Hrnissioncr in June, 1920) for 
£25,350' 

" 2. If so. did he g~t that information 
fron1 the State Land and In::on10 Tax 
Oflioe. or from the Federal Land and 
Lwo1no T'ax Office? 

"3. h he a\\aro that the .i,Jforrnation 
could oaly have been obtained from four 
wurrn-(a) the State Land and Income 
Tax Department; (b) the Federal Land 
and Income Tax Department; (c) J. F. 
.Brctt; and (d) one other? 

'' 4. If he did not get this infonnation 
frorn either of the taxation dcparbr1ents. 
v. hi eh of the othc·r bvo persons supplied 
the inforrnation ?'' 

Mr. FORDE (llodkltampton) replied-
" 1. Y cs. I quot<od those and other 

fact:;. including the (_Llnnngra timber 
'ran<hl, to show how the Hnghr. Govern­
nwnt was wasting tho tnxpa vcrs' n1oncy. 

" 2. Frorn neither. 
"3. Y~es; but kno~.ving that. the~ hon. 

n101ULc•r is associated with t:hc National 
partv~ I can qnitP u1HJ0r:::tand h1s endca­
vonl'ing to rondDnc the grof!s extra'\ . .l­
e-a nee of the Comrno:nwcalth I-Iughrs 
Uovcrn1•'tcet. 

"4. Thr· hon. 1n0mb0r should dirPct 
this nu<'stion to the hon. nwmbor 'd10 
told l-lin1 to ask 1110 thc"o questions." 

.Ar.u:m:n ~.\GuEnrcx1' BETWEEN QuEEXSLAND 
GovERX::\ri·~xT AXD F,:'.IPinE CoTTox 
GRO'' fino' \sPOOIATIO}; I:f RE GuARANTEED 
PRICE OF COTTOX .. 

1\fl·. COHSER (JJurnrtt) asked tho Chief 
Sc('rctar.v~ 

"1. In YiC'V' of his answt>r to rn,v qlH'S­

tion on 28th Srptombcr, 1921. contnined 
in "IhC!sard,'' Yolnrnc 137, ]11q'c 966-
t.}Jnt nn arrangcn1cnt had been n1ade 
})r>hYU.,·!1 the ..:-\g0nt-Gcnf'Tal and th1~' 
Briti~h CottoE Gro"y-f rs' ~>-\s~ociation, 
·vh0r0b:,r that <l"~oci1tion guaJ'antccd a 
rnininnnn pr1c0 of ls. 6d. pPr lb. (sPa 
fr0ights aud in nrnnco pHyaLlc Ly the 
association) for cotton lint of g·ood 
quality, for five vcars fro1n 1st Janllary, 
1920, how can he reconcile this state­
ment with-

(a) His amwer to my question this 
week-that the agreement with the 
British Cotton Growt~rs' A:"sociation 
was limited to a risk of £10.000, \Yhich 
limit l1ad already been reached? 

(!;) IIis sr-ttcn1cnt nutdc in Perth en 
li]~ 1 t;a·r1 to Anstrc1l1a on 3rd Sc}1tcnl­
bcr 1920-that an offer had been made 
bv th~~ Erupiro Cotton G-rowers' ..Asso('lu­
t{on oi a guarantcccl rninirnun1 prico 
for cotton ljntJ and negotiations were 
still in progress when he (:'lir. Theo­
J.ol~c) left England·: 

(c) His starcrncoot in Melbourne on 
8th S<•ptcmber, 1920 (published in the 
Brisb,me I'r<'J of 9th September)­
that since his arrival he (Mr. Theo­
dorc) hQd bcPn met in Adelaide by 
the Hon. \Y. ::\lcC')l'mack and had been 
'dvi~r,;cl that the a, ..:ociatiuu had now 
indicated its willi!~gncss to guarantee 
a minimum price of 1s. 6d. p 'r lb. for 
good, clean lint, the guarantee to 
operate for five ~~cars? 

.. 2. If this agreement existed, where is 
it l~ow? 

" 3. If it did not exist, were not his 
statements hannful to those fanners vvho 
unt.lcrtook f'otton-growing on the under­
~tn.ndlng that there 1vas a guarantee of 
ls .. -cl. per lb. for cotton lint for five 
::cars from 1st January, 1920?" 

The PRB:YIIER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 
Cl·ilitt{fOI) replied-

" 1 (u), (/J), and (c), 2, and 3. The hon. 
rnP~!tbcr's irnpcrfrct acquaintance with 
the faL c, is responsible for the alleged 
ineconcilability, lw evidently being not 
aware that thl·re was a n1onev li1nit of 
£10,000 as well as a time li~it of five 
years." 

CLOS1:RE OF REEF STREET, GYMPIE. 

::\Ir. \Y_\LKER (C'ooroora), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for J'ublic Lrcnd ,-

" \Vi!! ho defer his derision on the 
Rcc•f street trouble, G,,·mpio. pending the 
takin~~- of a rcferc11dun1 bv the electors 
of th;) city of Gym pie?" ' 

The SECRE'T),RY FOR PUBLIC LA:\D:-i 
(Hon .. }. H. Coyne, Warn.yo) rop]i, d-

.• J lwYc no i;:tentlon of }Httting thE 
people to the expense 01~ taking a refer­
ondurn on this que~tion. 

.. rrho hou. Inernber for East rrooiYOOmba 
asked me if I had any objection 

layi11g on the tc ble of the House cer· 
tain papers in connection with the closure 
of the street. I said I had not. Since 
then I haYe a,certaincd that, if tho 
original ofiic1•l pavcrs arc laid on the 
table of the House, they become the pro­
perh of the HousJ, and l shall not he 
.able~ to obtain thc1n again. If tho hon. 
n1en1ber \vishcs to pernso th{' papers he 
1nay do so. I have thcn1 here.'' 

PRii\I.\RY PRODL'CEHS' ORt~.'-~ISA­
TION DILL. 

SECOND READI~W-HES1i1JPTIOX OF DEB.ITE 

Mr. RCLCOCK (Burcoo): To anyone 
li tc::ing to the dcb:,tc 011 th1~ nil] !a::';: Jli.g}lt 

and on pn~Yiotb o,-x;asicn~-; ·when the subject 
'~'a:" before tho Clu.1n1b('r, it was apparent 
tllat Iurrnbcr:_.; of the Oppo:-:ition IYOtdd like 
to oppose it if they had the courage to do 
so; but. knowing that it would mean fUch a 
trcJ11t.:'llJons assistnnce to prin1ary produci11g 
organisations in the State, they have not. the 
courag-e to say that t.hP rnPa:::ure shotrld. J~ot 
be• placed on the statuto-book. iY e ha"" 
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hc•ard rnat--.:y Litter nlany pll'Sonal 
attack:-;, l'Irl;-tnatir1g' frcLil llL·lubcrs oppo-
:--lte, ancl if the~ B!ll is to ~)C cousidc'l'l'd o<l 
th~' n1erits or {.k'mcrit:, of indi,-iduals who 
an: ast:Jol·intcd nwre or lc•:-;s actiYe1v \, ith thP 
lllf'Ll:~ul'~'. if hou. lUPnlhPL, o 1 Jposit~ can iLHi 
old.~· nz·h artnil'L n: a~ groundt:i for cmHlcrnu­
i_l\(~ it thev nn1~t ban: a YCJ'y \Yeak ca.)O 

i" ci,,,r( IY~ had the cultured ieacler of the 
Opposition 1·cfcn·ipg to a cf.ntain gentlcn1an 
in Too1voon1Ua as " a pol1tieal Judas. ' 
Surely we haYo not rotne to tl1at position 
whPre, fur 1vant of rugu1ncnt, we haYe to 
tPnn gentlelnPn y;lJo ha\-c the 1n~lfare of 
agriculture at hPa1·t '' ~1olitical J udase-." If 
those are the aq~ut!lcnts hon. nlen:_b( rs Jn: 1.:nJ 
tu adopt, if th,,t is the line along ,, hich 
they rnuposc to debate this BilL their ca~c 
is \~C~ak indeed. Ono of the rnain thiugs that 
:'-truck nH~ when hon. nlclnbt'l'S oppo~itc v:erc 

-,discussing thi,-, BiJI Wa": the charge they 
repeated]:- thrc\\' acro~s the CharnbE'r that 
the Labour Governrnent \YC're attcn1ptlng to 
jPttis.on thP inllu--trial workers and to woo 
thf' fanners. Hon. n1emhcrs opposit0 sa~· 

e haYe lo't the confidence of tho ir,dmtri,d 
\Vorkcrs out :idc-1 and it is ncccssar.Y that we 
"hould placatP ibe farn,rrs in order to get 
their Yotl s and g"lin another ]t'ase of l-ife. ~o 
f<LL' as T a1n cone Tnccl-and I know thi.s is 
the v]C'\V of hon. l11Crnbers genera1l.Y on this 
sidc:-that i~ another u11true argunH:mt. IY}uctt 
is ln'OU,_ ht forw trd by Opposition rne.11i.Jcr::5 
for the- pnrpo:;:{~ of bolsteTing up their hopf'~f~s 
ir..c1)titudc. I an1 prepared to a 
fn.l'D1cr' nolicY. ar;d tllf' Labour 
i~1 the fOJ~l'fro{lf in Inaugurating 
twrau--c it nHnns grcatt>r l1l'Ospcrit.-. to the 
Sl:ttc- :1ncl consequeutJy to even· indiYidual 
in the State. \Ye haye in the 'fm·Phont of 
our- platform~~'_nd it is not a platitude or a 
piou::; aspiriltiOLl. but a deliberate goal which 
\Y(' Lope to rt:>a.ch E:O'l!C cla_----the proposal that 
to caeh ~hall LH~ giYen the product of hi-_, 
luLou1·. }!avc the farnrcrs in tho pa~t. in 
t:ipite of those rr:nch-Yauntcd organisations 
hen. nH rnbers on tlH2 other side talk about, 
rraincd 1hat to IYh:ch thc'v were cntith~cl as 
the re, uh of t hPir labour~'? \Ye kno\\' that 
the farmc:.· doL'S not get tho full n'stdt. lie 
does not get o~~P-half. and f!·cqucntly not 

of the r ·m1t of his Jabour. Ho.c1, 
\\ ho lT}H'( ·C'l t furmlng consritu­

CllCH s know that it freque11tiy ha~-lpPns that 
of fruit a1·c· ~cnt awnv on wh1r1t 

·tlh' en·+-·, iucludiJJg- case . .;:·: arc about 
75 l){_'r cent. The g-eL 25 per c. nt.. 
of the ~unount rr in return for }u-.; 
venr's work a:t1d all the Pxrw se.;; ineid•_,nt )J 
1.hercto. TJ1-,,t has been rPpeatcd, not ouce, 
but rnany tinl( ~ in thl' < )Ur·"c of the annual 

of n farmer's Cl'Ol). The orgnui·a­
hon. 111C'111brrs opposite ha \-?D 

~_:rPntrd tn do H\1'.1 \Yith this P\:ploii-ntlon 
h\~YP sig-naJl,r failed in that din•ctlo~L 

:VIr. ED\Y"\RDS: Tbnt is not tru~ 

::vir" RCLCOCK: \Ye claim we can wper­
impo o an organiF:ation \vhich ''~ill give to 
tlw farmer, if not all that he is entitlccl to, 
at least a biggor proportion of that which 
he ereatros than he rcrciYc" at the present 
time. That is the main object underlying 
"this BilL \Y c do not stand totalh and 
cxclusivclv for 0ne 3ection of the cornillunitv. 
\Ye rccoinis~o· that the farmer is a IYorko~', 
just as rnuch as is the navvy, the shearer) 
·tho shed hand, or the ,jugar worker. Recog­
nising- that, \ve arc going to translate into 
law, for the benefit of the farmers. that plank 

.,Jf our platform ""hich sets out that to each 

shall be giYen the result of his labour; praY­
ing" conclusi \"ely that we. and not hon" gentle-
111Cll opposite--who cYidenily are endeavour­
iwr to find flaws in tbis mca,suro, which they 
ca~mot line! fault with-are tho friends of 
the farmers. It is significant that hon. 
n1L'n1bers oppo~ite are always saying . that 
this Bill is being introduced on party hnos; 
that it is .designecl for the purpo'e of catch­
intr yote80 I do not think I am violating 
an~v coniidcnre in ;aying that, who11 discus­
cing thi"· Dill, it was suggested that tho 
Gm,crnment should have greater repre-
7-.:>ntatlon1 and that the l'vlini~ter, in answer 
to that, c ~icl it \YOuld tend to take the power 
out of the haMls of the agriculturists, and 
it was therefore undesirable. That sums up 
the attituclc' of the C\IiniAer and the attitud8 
of the Cabinet on this yery burning question. 

HaYing stated quite definitely that this 
Bill is not of a political nature, wo come to 
the consideration of tbo fact that agricul­
tural evolution to-clay has brought in its 
train in othor countries in the world whcp 
agrirultural projects arc n1ore }Iighly and 
efficiently organised than they are in Queens­
land the spcody and successful formation of 
non-partis Ul leagues" These leagues do not 
attempt tu dictate anything in the way of 
policy. _.t_\griculture is. on a n1uch 1nore 
~-·atisfartorv footing in those countries where 
non-partis£n1 leagues arc functioning on 
behalf of the primary proclucers. This scheme 
is an extension of th0 principl'" of those 
leagues, \vith the farmers controlling their 
0\\"11 dcstinie--.. and atten1pting by other means 
in their pov;cr to gain more than they are 
getting at the present time for the \Vork 
they arc pPrforming on their farms. To say 
that thi' sche'ne is a political moYe is there­
fore ob","ioLFh" fahe. If the scheme should 
be political, 'tt 'n it will ha Ye in it the 
elements of decay" I y, onld strongly urge 
holl. momber, opposite, if they desire that 
thi~ S('hcino shall be a ~-uro· '"'· to striYc with 
hou. nwm bcrs on this side of tho Houso to 
keep out politiu. so that the farmers and 
their J'epn; entatiye, will meot ou the one 
comrnon ground of economic :intorf Jt::;: That 
li-i the principlP nnderl;-'ing the Bjll, and ono 
which I ,, ant to SF in the Bill. and one 
that T would appc1l to hon. members oppo­
oib to uphold if thev desire that it should be 
a s1wcc~:.~-thc succc:o~s that I confidently hope 
it '"in be. 

intrC1ducing thr: BilL rcgarcl i::;; had to 
of prices. As .1 Labour repre­

I am supporting the BilL It has 
bceu frcqnen'lv stah'd tha • a swtem of 
tru~tif1ra: ~on. or nationalisation. or govern­
rncnt bv on-"- sunremC cc:-unriL trnd-; to raise 
llw m·iec of the proc1nct tbat that bodv is 
haudlin~, aT:;d theroforc, as an <IS3ociation, 
it preY0nts thf' C'Ol15U!1H'r !2,'Cttinu; thn 2dvan-

tb'li he should o:rt oni" of a more rffi­
:;:~,st0rn of orgrlnisntion ancl inchv~try. 

If f thouC"ht thnt \Ya' o. I would not. be so 
kcc•n on "thi' Bill: but I bcli<'Ye that, .. by 
cErninat-ing the n11ddlen1an. nnd b~.7 g1v1ng 
QTf'atPr Elcccss to th~) n1nrkcts. perhaps in 
time to come, in · pitc of the snrn by th0 
hon. m ember for Drayton last night. there' 
\Yi!l !"' established a definite "Ystem of 
murkt'1-ing right fron1 thr' prcduc0r to the 
con~un1Pr 'vithollt tl1<:> rniddlen1an handling 
the g"oods at alL I belicn that in m·ban 
and :-t~n1i-to1vn aru,_~_. .. , that ~:-. ,t.C'm i:-3 l)O'isible, 
and I 11..11 scr: a rapid exton;;;]on of it aris­
illg out of the clcfinite system of organisa­
tion such as is proposed to bo introduced 

Jir. Bnlcock.] 
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under this Bill. By eliminating the micldlc­
rna.n I think the frrrm.er will o·ct n1orc for 
his product than i [ he was ~xploitcd for 
less. The comumer will not _have to pay 
more for the product he rcc21Ves and the 
~artncr will have rnorc n1oney to ~xpcnd on 
lrnpi·ovcments and rm>,chinerv and the little 
~oei~~l n~enit.ies of life, and vhi.- position and 
1ot 111 hft~ w1ll be CYPl' so rnuch more satis­
fa~ior:· than it has been in the past. I 
tJP!Ievc illls can be done to tho a·dvantar·e 
of the \YOrkcr as well as to the advantage ~f 

farmer, anrl that it will be a noutual 
so far a~ the entire connnunitv is 

Tho only rnan who ·will suffer: or 
'~Tho c_~n ~ogic~-tlly. rai~P any pro~E ~t a0ai_nst 
the B11l, IS the m1ddlcrnan who rs b,~Jtcnrng 
and fattening on his exploitation of the 
farn1r-r. 

In connection with ·cL tribution. \YC have 
heanl,,a g~cat deal of talk about '·Produce 
n1orc. bon. n1cn1bcrs oppos1to ha.yo been 
fairly consi~tcnt iu sa:~ing that should 
produce more. •.Ye on thiJ ~'ide of the House 
rccogJ!i'-':~ tl Jt, bc,foro \re produce more, wo 
n1n;-:t c !Lbli h market: .. for the extra mnount 
th t -~ye de-·ir0 to produte. 

:\Ir. Em\'ARDS: Didn't you do th"t through 
the State· Produce Agency'! 

Mr. BULCOCK: To-day wo are producing 
cottle, lmt we ha.-e v_cry little, if any, sale 
for tl:mn,. nnd ono. o~ tbe isost provjsions 
Jll th1s. Bill-and It IS a new provision so 
fat· as State devartments or advisorv boards 
are conce>rned-is the prw;er that it' giY<.'S to 
the advisory board, which represents the 
farmer-s' interests, to a, certain and exploit 
new markets to the advantage of the farmers. 
It w1Il moan the establishment of a highly 
orgamscd buymg and selling department on 
behalf of the farmers, and we know that the 
more business that goes through any• central 
orgams~t10n the greater tho trade diecounts 
they get and the better the facilitioJ thev 
will have for pnrchasing. This Bill wifl 
create those facilities b:: reducing tho over­
head charges on the bulk of the produce 
that has to be handled, and will also allow 
the central council to vurchase commodities 
at a cheaper ratr than thev could be pur­
chased when ten, fifteen, twenty, or a hun­
dred co-operative societies arc purchasing in 
the same market side by side. but without 
exerci ·ing the true principle of co-operation. 
I have often thought th>tt, if the farmers 
had .only one-half of the unity, solidarity, 
and Insight that organised labour has, then 
the monopoly of distribution that tho middle­
men have to-dny \Yould be impossible. This 
system of organi~atio11 has been originated 
by gentlemen \',~ho have had some consider­
able experience in successful organisation­
such experjciwc in organisatjon as has led 
thorn to the occupancy of the Troasurv 
benches for quite a number of voars-and 
th_ose gentler"1en, because of their f:·<perience, 
w1ll make the scheme the succe;s that it 
deccrvedly should be, There is no ot.hN· 
industrv on which national prosperity de­
pends that is in the same sbtte of indtvidn­
nli~m thnJ th(l f~r1ning indn~trY is in. In 
order tr; give tlw fa.rmcr a better' opportunity 
d gcttmv, the fnll amount that hiii labour 
entitles him to, it is nOCf"sarv that he should 
ab n:do·1 thi ; . st01n of infliYidncdi~m <-tnd 
come under the bigger and wider scheme of 
co-operation. bccatise that is wh tt this 
scheme amonnts to. The organisations estab­
],.hed m the pa,ot ha,·c not giYen the fa.rmer 
that amount of co-operation.' that amount of 
collective marketing and purchasing, that he 
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w.as led to bcli_eve he would get as a result 
of Ins a.ssoc1atwn ,.,.ith these organisations; 
a1~d the organisation arising out of this 
B1ll will provide the mi"in,. link that is 
JW•~:c~.cary bot•cecn the produce~r and the con­
snn1c:r frorn a dozno"tie point of vie\V, and 
bcbreen the producer and consumer on the 
other side of the \;odd, as considered from 
an expert point of view. l:nder these cir­
cumstances, it is quite obvious that we must 
rl_u awa\T \Vith thP ilrJ.iyjJ.u~tllsm Df the- farttll'r 
It is 'rather sig·nificant that. while other 
national undertakings hfLYe blossomed forth 
into trusts ar~d coq}or!~tion6 as a result of 
tho investment of capital. yet agriculture, 
as such, hr:,s never o1Tcred anv jnducement 
to the investor. Why is that·? It i, prin­
cipally because agriculture has never been 
plrrced on a sound comrnerrial basis, and it 
is necc''"'Y, for the benefit of the community 
at large, that agriculture should be placed 
in that position. 

[4 p.m.] 
11r. BEBBIXGTON: You know why it has 

noycr been placed on that basic. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Because vou are one of 
thaw who have been fooling with politics. 

1\Ir. BEBBINGTO~: No, because \VC were 
l'roviding you \cith food too cheaply. 

:\lr. BULCOC:K: \Vhcn this is done, th0re 
\Viil be prosperity for the communit)~ 
g :nerally. Perhaps the hon. member for 
Drayton, having an eco'notnic interest \Yith 
tbo:e opposed to this Bill. is against it, 
although he has r:ot tho courage to show the 
Honso that it is opposed to whore his 
economic interests lie. 

Let us look at the effect \Yhich the Dill 
\Yill huvo fl·orn thC' en1plo~. ces' point of view 
-those emploc·ed in the agricultural. 
pastoral, dairying. or whatoYer industry it 
may bn. I think the hon. member for 
~ anango assured the House the other day 
that the farming indusli·c· could not afford to 
pay tho wages it was being called uvon to pa,v 
at tlw present time. I do not know whethet· 
the farmers can or cannot pa:· the present 
rate of wages, but I am qnito ~tuo that, 
under this syste:n of organisation, the farmer 
will be able to meet his obligations. so far 
a wages arc concerned, and, as the Bill will 
pla.ce the indu:.try on an orgonisPd footing, 
1' 1s obviom that the emplo;~·oos must benefit 
nnder the scht'me, in so far as it will provide· 
rnore \Vork, and, possibly, n1oro remuneration 
for the work nwn arc called ltpon to per­
form, This Bill is not a class-conscious Bill. 
aR the members of the Country partv would 
have it to be, It is a Bill which will bEmefit 
the entire communii·~:;, and, in benefiting the 
er,tire community, it is in totrtl accord with 
lhe doctrine of hon. mc:'nlbcrs on this side. 
The cost of production has been such in the 
past that the farmN has not g-ot that to 
which he was entitled. Or~ani~ution wiJl 
not raise the cost of production. It will 
tend to lower it, and. consequently. the 
farmer ' ill get ~11ore for his produce ; but 
the cor<::unlcr ·v1Il probabl~'r haYo to pav 
kss. Thrrt is my intcrprctntion of the Bill. 
nnd as snrh it ]op,,·es v0rv littk to bo dceirPd 
fron1 a comn1unit:v point of view. and that 
i' tlw viewpoint that W<' mnst tnk0. It has 
fr, oncntly boon said that the Country vart? 
st:n:ds for the farmer. Going through a 
pnpt•r puh11~hed in a counh7 con.;;:tituenc:v in 
::\c\Y South \Yalcs in the heart of an agricul­
lund district, I found this statement-

" Both the National part:v and the~ 
Countrr party have played the game in 
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rcspett to rnaking our countrv self­
contairwrl. but :.he chap· ho fooled the 
' hayscr Js ' haY(' nc'vcr given a help­
ing hand to b11ild Llp ~'custralian indus­
try. The Co1'r.try party should change 
its narr.o-lt dot'S not rcpre,ent bucolic 

There is no smell of gum-
on vvhi:-;kers." 

That -corns to mo to be a fairly accurate 
sununing up of the position, so far as the 
self-clairnod mcrnlH~l'S of th0 Country party 
arc conem'llecl. l11 the iir;;;t pl :.cc, it i.:; ncccs­
s,ny to rcmPmbor that, although hart. mem­
bers opposite cl a irn to rqJrcscnt the farmers, 
yet they are not all farmers. The leader of 
the Upposit.ion wn.:~ bst n1g·ht, eon1plaining 
that unrler the cmlstitution laid dDwn in 
the Dill it might be pc'>ible for a person 
\YhO h 1 r} llO fanuiilf-, intcr0sts Or activities to 
gnin a ;;c>at on a, di triet council. and rR.iso 
himself to the top of the tree. h the loader 
of the Oppo.,ition in :dr different from 
the gentleman \v-hon1 hO to condcrnn? 
I believe quite rcccntL a member- of the 
Country po rt:·->dlo, b: · tho wn • , has •·~used 
a run iu thu bookshops at tho pr( cnt ti:ne 
by striving to gain a knowlc(~ge of agriculture 
-found that hook-kamirw was not all tha,t 
it might bP. He had rath;'r· a painful expcri­
eJ:cc, l understand. in that direction in a 
r·cccnt campaig"ll tlutt tr){)k 11lace in' :\few 
South ·wale.~. T unde-rstand lhat this gentle­
man vr rtpd that Stote. A meeting of 
fnrn1ers "-,g called, and ho was addressing 
~horn on n1attcrs pC'rtn-ining to farming. and 
1t \VR) not \'0l'Y lon~~ }J(~fore ~O!llP of his 
anditor'", l'Ccogni.:::cJ t11 ,r, his knowledge of 
farn1ing v, ts vcr:.~ lirnituL \ ft:•r t.hP 'rnPot­
Ing, 0110 " \Yag " to0k llirn to one side and 
said, "1-lr. So D.J1ll So, l \VtJ.') ver1, intrn_-'tod 
~n tl10. remarks you ~ ere Jnai\:ing about 
1mprc~v;~g the quality of our crops. \Yill 
you tPll lF ho,\- you \n1uld innn·o the 
qu Jit:v of our (TOllS of ~plii:: pcls "!" 
·~ \~,_,d1,'.'1 sai~l this gentleman, " as like pro­
{tUC<::", ltn:e. 1f ~.'nu '·"ant to produce a good 
crop of split peas, you \Vnnt to SOW good split 
peas." That would. shmv the incj)titudc of 
~1on. membrrs opro<:nto, so f<~r a,, the question 
IS concerned. The questions which hon. 
1nem~cr.3 OPJ!O>ite haye been raising are 
questtons whiCh Y:ould tend tD arouse sus­
picions in the minds of the farmers about 
th" bona fides of this programme we are 
gomg to phco before thPm. \Ve have at all 
t~mes claimed that certain thing's are pos­
Sible that would be undesirable for the 
farmers. Last night wo had the intere,ting 
exhibition of the hon. member for DravtDn 
who has claimed that this thing should b~ 
non-political. :,aying, "Wh'. not absorb the 
present organisations into ono harrr1onious 
cvholc '" The lwn. member k'wws that most 
of those organisations are political, and it is 
one of the fears of his life at the present 
hmc that the farmers arA breaking away 
fr<:m1 the Country party, and wi!l h>a vc cor­
lam rrw dbers of the Countr::: part,. high and 
?ry. The farmers, rccognrs1ng that their 
mtrrests do not lie with Turbot street or 
HDma street, arc tending to s>vinv in behind 
the LahDur party. rc:tlising where their 
mtnccci·,, do lie. It is rather significant. 
Hon. members opposite sav thee- stand for 
thi., BilL Ono prominent., m em her of the 
Countr~' partv has alway, told this House, 
m se<1son and out of season, that he stands 
for payment by resulh. 

J'lrr. :MoORE: That r:; the way the farmer 
is paid. 

Mr. BULCOCK : Recognising that, and 
(,hat the farmer was suffering from ecDnomic 

difficulties, the Government introduced the 
Bill to get owr those di fficultics. There was 
r.o rnorc insistent or clan1orous member for 
this Bill than the hon. member who 
interjects. 

Mr. MooRE: Quite right. 

Mr. DULCOCK: There was no more 
clamorous member fm· this Bill than the 
boiL n1cmber who occupic:;; the seat next to 
the hon. mcmbc;r for Aubigny. There was 
no one n1orc elarr1orous for a canary-seed 
pool than the hon. member for l'itt worth. 
The whole of the hem. members Dpposite were 
in favour of a Y.heat pool. 

Ivlr. 1~IoORE: Of course. 

Mr. BULCOCK: How can the hon. mem~ 
bcr for Oxlcy, y;ho is associated with the 
hem. memb,~r for Aubigny, claim to be a 
member of the Country party when he says 
he belie• cs in payment b:: r:)sults, and the 
Oppos1t10n want to nullify the doctrine Df 
payment by resul~s, b_y having lq·islation 
mtroducrd mterfenng with the law of supply 
and demand? Therefore, the hDn. member 
for Oxlcy is in his wrong place. 

Mr. Moorm: It is not interfering with it at 
alL 

. Mr. J3ULCOCK: Of course, it is interfer­
mg >eith it. The hon. memher wants to 
aciYoute_ the policy_ of payment b:., results, 
' nd d2s1res lc~tslatwn io be introduced to 
;nter£cre with that principle. 

Mr. l\IOORE: \V e do not interfere with it. 
You do EDt understand it at alL 

Mr. BULCOCK: If I had as little know­
ledge as the hon. member has I WDuld be 
ushmncd to speak jn thi:3 1-lousd. Some time 
ago the _members of the Country party were 
elamDurmg rn favour of a boycott that had 
been instituted against this GDvcrnment. At 
th,Lt tirno, when the Govornllli~nt were unable 
to ~?tain n1oney, when iho Government's 
credit, bot\Juse of sinister influences was cut 
off on the other side of the world, il;Lrf' wore 
none more vitriolic in their condemnation Df 
the Government than the members of the 
Country party sitting Dpposite. W c can 
generally find parallels in thece things, and 
we' fmd it in the State of l'\ orth Dakota. The 
farmers in that State, recognising that their 
interc sts did not lie with the middlemen, 
fornwi an association, and ultimately were 
succe~ ~ful in gaining the reins of power in 
the State legislature. When they gDt there 
thcv found that the moans of distribution 
unci' transportation were clo~ed against them 
by those self-same middlcnen, who were 
taking 75 per cent. of the total value of 
the farmers' crops. It came as a matter of 
policy that they ~hould gain control of the 
means of tr,msportation, and that they should 
gain control of the mills and elevators; and, 
in order to do that, they put a six-million 
dollar bm1d on the market. In the United 
States the banks are the m·dinar:,- money­
lender. and the hanks refLF·cd "to handle this 
bond. They instituted a boycott against it, 
bnt the farmers' rcpresenhtives in that dis­
trict. recognising that they were fighting fDr 
the interests Df the farmers. did not back 
do,vrL Thc~r did not cry " Ho1d. enough!" 
when thr y fonnd they were in the jaws of 
the pl"irltrrr. We can claim that it is a 
nara llcl with nue action in Queensland. The 
ievislahHe of :'\forth Dakota fought and won 
through just tho samc as wo fought and won 

A11·. B1tlcock. J 
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through. The time will come when it y,·ill 
b0 nee< ·wry to f<wc this question of the 
elimin<ttion of the middlemen in vie·" of ihc 
attitude in connection with that boycott; 
and, I\ hen wo consider the attitud::? of tho 
Country par[\· when that boycott wa· in 
operation here, is it not foa- iblc to uggost 
that tlw Labour party is the logical and 
nntural party to support the farnters '\Yhen 
they chsh • ith the big nstcd capitalistic 
ir:tcrest, .. with which they must clash time 
I'(Oes on. I should like to speak on very 
pToat n('COssit.v for €ncouraging agricultural 
knowlcdg0 und agricultural production in this 
State. I have before me a table showing the 
<'X:pPncl1ture on agTiculture in the variolb 
States of Au~·tral(a and OD(' Ol' two other 
countries in the Old \Vorltl. In each c<tse the 
figm'h arc b::t•.ed on the mo t recent depart­
mental figures available. Tho figures for 
\V<e .. tern Amtr"lia arc two vcars behind th" 
1 nt, as the fig-ures are taken. from the 1919-20 
K·timatcs. Thr ·G are the latest figures that 
I could iind in the library when I was collect­
ing tlH>O data-

Quce~Rlanrl 
Victori~ 
N, S, \Valf"o 
S. AustraliR, 
'itr An-tralla 
Un't'd States 

(19!0-20) 
Germany 

(1910) 
Fni'ed 

Kingdom 

;; '8. d 
133.8231 :l 7 

~~~:~;;i! 1 ~ 
19-1.20; a 10 
57 201 3 5 

75o,oro 
1,2.')(1,(10() 

~.lf'O CO·l 
4Bl,000 
330.ono 

£ Acres.18· d. 
179 7;7 4 7 
]f)/ I 2,6i··:t I \ 4 
.,.,- I 1 ~84 ·J t 
79 1

t 1 o:5~3 () 7 
171\lt9•9 0 8 

6'1 

GO 

It will be from this table that Qucens-
~ancl spr rnorc per ncrc under crop 
In th,: {'JJrourag(;mcnt of agriculture than 
any otlwr Shto i"' the· Commvnwoalth. It is 
si~nific-.nt that New Sonth \Va1cs con1.es 
i'ccrmd. I took these fig;urcs from the E,ti­
matcs prc,, JJtod by the J)ouley Govcn1n1Bnt 
v.-hcn the Labonr p 1rty WPl'·C in power in New 
Son: h \Vales. The fact that Queensland 

Dct ;end the New Scuth \Ya!es Labour 
~ocond in the amount cf money 

spPEt on D ~nculture seems to be a comnlctc 
n·fntation of the~ statcnl<·nts so frcqu~ntl,,~ 
mad" thnt t.h La'lDur party has not had th-;, 
courage to spond monov to develop our 
prirnury industries. In 'tbc case of S;-mth 
Au,,t.raliu. T h<tvc deducted the sum of £96,000 
frora the ec,timate, as this amount is voted 
to fi.rwncc their produce arrcncy and n1arket­
in::; f'C'hPmr, en;-! does not' 1{'g.ltin1aiclv fall 
\, ithin tlw am hit of f'>::pond(turo on· agri­
culture. Victoria ha ... been held up to us 
a a Stat'• Vi'hie11 spends ::t lot of monov on 
agr1cnltn!'o, but it onlv snonds ls. 4d .. , per 
acre .. while the great B~rwe!l Government in 
South .c\tl'tralia only spend 7d. per acro per 
ann11n1 to encourage agriculture. 

This Bill is "t least a portion of the soviet 
~ystem \Yhich is satisfactory to hun. n1cmbers 
nppc·ite. It providoe f;.,r local councils, 
district councils, and a grand council. You 
have them all the organisation that the Soviet 
\icv' rnrne:Jt. ha Ye. I hope tho hon. member 
for Drayton and certain othel' hon. gentlemen 
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' ho a1·r ,..:o adn:r to the ',J\-ic• s~stc•n1 will 
not nnt! th t a flaw in the Bill. \Vhcn this 
Bill lwro•ne law \\'0 hope that it will pro­
·;iclP a fnirc·l' return to the producer. It will 
al n ccr,ate the pen l~r to dimir:ate the middle­
nw~.. lt .r-d~.J proYidcs f<n~ the .organi':•ation of 

in Queensland. It n1cans greater 
and, flnally, .£~TC·Ltcr pros]v:rit'r .. ' for 

t11e "'-"holf' cf the cornn1unitL 'rhi will be 
nrcompl].-.hccl b:- ,[rrcatPr ~f:I-icirnc·': in the 
agriculturrtl inclu 'Cr .. ·. It wlll v,iYc tho pro­
dllc~)r p nd the n1anufa< tun'r of battf'l' and 
d1CPH' HCC'f •,-;; to D1Rl'kf'ts that thPY have not 
aec,·-,s tn ni~ the 1ime. Last, but not 
lca5L I br'lil'VL' a ronsoliclatcd national 

vvill have to nvke another rnove. 
rural credits. _\s thing-s stand 

at thP vn '- 'lt tin1··, we all rc-'cogni~e that tho 
far,.i·-:...'r-" 8T0 frf'qncntJy cmnpclled to allovv· 
the local stordu 0)Jt'l'S to be their bankers 
from yeH· to ~vcar; and I arn given to under­
stnnd that the intcr€'st "\Yhich the ;)tnrekeepers 
aro rharr:in~· for the ration hill for tlw year, 
to be E<luidat· rl ou+ of the ensuing rrop, is in 
nu1nv in~tanccs n:~ high as 20 pr.?r cent. I 
hope the time is not .very· far distant when 
we shall bP a blo to establish a system of rural 
credits. I belic.ve that it would be impocsihle 
to e·>tahlish a State sYstem of runt! crerlits so 
long as \Ye have industry which i~ not 
oruani·-··:d und01~ one head; but nndrr one 
hc':'td I think there will be no diflicnlt:c in 
c:;t3hlishing a ring of rural credit ban~ts._. It 
y,-ou1d sav0 the farn1cr fron1 the cxplo1tabon 
to v:hich he is undoubtenlv subject because 
he' is unable to finance himself satisfactorily 
from mo11th to month. 

Speaking general!::, I .surro·e that some 
faults >vill bo found m thrs Brll, and perhaps 
it wi1l bP nerE -;sarv to introduce son1e a~11f'nd­
nwnts. 'Yhon th~ Bill is pas' cd and rs. put 
into Ol"'rs,tion .. if there are an.v faults m rt 
\YC l1'U~1t <llTICnJ it ~0 that it \Yill do "\";hat \YC 

desire. The Bill must be considered as . a 
Bill for the entire ~ommnnit;,-. not as 11 Brll 
that can be or Rhonld be rno.do the football 
of partv politic·.. Aiter an. it is ncccsr,or:· 
that the farming- coJm1nm1t:>' should oc-:ur:v 
a higlwr plon0 than that of J>art.v,. 11ohtJCs. 
I do not thmk the pro.dncmg mdu".rJ<R ran 
C'\~cr gain tho· · thing~ ·which t~t~:v hop? to 
(J'air1 un]PF:i tbev ho1vc a non-purt1san agrJCul­
t\ual council ·which will inquire jnto tbe 
problems with \Yhirh tlH'·: an~ eonfrent."<L a1_1c~, 
having inouircd into t.bosc probl\"n~. 1~ giti­
tnnJcly ancl bonr_;;tly ::;;tnvo- for a POJntlon. 

.Just before I rqnelude I wnnt to congr~t~t-
1aL" the 1\Iini:::tf'r. or those- persons r~·.;;non JlJ1e 
for t.he Clrnftjnu: of thP Bil1, npon the vcr\~ 
sin1pl0 and efficient ,ya,y in \vhich it i~ draft ··d. 
I hop0 it is ~hP fo_rP~'unrH'_l' cf a ~1u:nb0r <;f 
Bills draft<•d n1 a snmlar >>Jmplr fashwn. 'Io 
t.hn lnvn1an hrrving no knov~·lr·dge of these 
mattc,·~. it i <!ifl'ri.rlt. to understand some of 
the Bills that lwfore the Home: but I 
nm quitt> that you c ~n pla-:c this 
Bill in the hanr1 s of .'n:v farn1t r and al1ow 
him to stmlv it for " 'Yhilc. and then he will 
be 8 blc to t.~Jl YOU as n1nrh ~'bout it as the 
c•xp<)rt and h0 able to point out li WPalcH_-~':lC'S, 
jf tll(•rc nrc fll1Y "\YC'aknc__s~.e-, and ru1l atten­
tion .to its good. points. 

J\Ir. \VARRE~: Do you sec any wcakne;;ses 
in it? 

:\!Ir .. BULCOCK: I am quite sPtisficcl with 
the Bill as it scands before the House, hut I 
rcoog-niso that two heads are better than one, 
and ·that a collection of heads is better than 
two, and I believ-e it is possible that hon. 
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l Jl''.LlJC'l'3 cp;K _it·· \Yill find weaknesses in it. 
thL'Y ca.1, I k!!OIV that hon. n1ernbcrs on 
~i{b of t;li._~ 1lon~c will ·do their best to 

rPnwdy tho d(·fects: but, if the wcakut -.~cs 
which they 1n~ going to find are the wt d~­
ne·"scs they vointcd out la:3t night. it is quit~:­
·obvious that. they arc but shadov>-sparring. 
anJ they will 110t lw a hlc to improYc on th' 
n1easurc as it st.a11cl~. This Bill rnarks a new 
er.::t in the agricultural industry, and the 
brginning uf hPttcr (la:. s for the farmc·r. and 
I 1vi~h hnn lut:k \Yith it. 

}fr. CO USER (JJunutt): I v. a yery pleased 
at tlw L;cidky propo.~als of tho l'rcmicr. anJ 
natu.Taliy \Y(' haYc bl'f'l1 looking with patience 
for the• Bill ibol! in oNlcr that \' e might 
a:""' rb1in just what this organis::ttion is going 
to lF_'. I a1n going to support the Bill. At 
tbc -u,r:_e tiruc, I hayc not n1uch tln1e for 
the attack~ lr~ the Prc111ic-r on the CountrY 
party v:he:1 .he Yisited country CP~ltn s. t"o 
lnuncb thC' 8chelnt'. The Bill is not quite 
in ronfonnitv in detail \Yith tho scheme the 
Prcmic r outlined. ~obodv can cavil at the 
good thiug'o he claimeJ the measure would 
proYide, and \vit,hin its four walls Y~'e llltBt 
look for tlw po~,,,i[>ility of s<'cnring those good 
thing-; to the primar~v producer. One great 
trouble is that tlw Bill limit, the co-ordination 
of efiort to the State, and that it does not 
givC' to llw prinmr:,' producPr~ of Quc~en~dand 
lhc oppol·tnnity of Lu·orning part of an organi­
"ation \vhich is essential in their interests-an 
organ1sation IYhich ran €xtend itself through­
out the Commonwr alth and so bring the 
intE'rcsts of t1-Je ntrious industries together. 
Until that comes about we cannot get the best 
rc"nlts in Au:'.tralia in any of our rural indus­
tries. To-dav \\~c have in the diffenmt State, 
pcop]o in thC. :-amc industry W 1Jrking agaim~t 
eneh other's int<'rC-"';;t8, fighting each other in 
vaTious 1narkct", \VhC'rC'as -., Q ~ho 1 '1d have 
:_G or.c-;·a,jisnt,:oll co:mbininp; industrially all the 
iut,'r t~ of tlll producer of a pa1·ticular cma­
uwdity right throughout Australia. 

rrhc Bill is IlOl a purPly co-opcratlYe 
nw1surc. Throughout tho Bill and in tho 
Pr0micr's 5t.att~Incllt. the \vord'" co-operation" 
is used very f'xtcnsiye]y; hut this is far frmn 
br:ing a ro-opPrati,~p measure-. The I)cpart­
mcnt of Agriculture is to be rf•placf'd to a 
-certain extent bv an ady·i ':)l''" board. Th2 
truth is that tlw'Departnwnt ;lf Agriculture. 
unde-r the adm}nj~b·ation of the vrrsent or 
past Gon:'rnments. has not fulfilled thmc duti0s 
for which it was found0d, and \YC fiud wc arc 
to haYe a f'ysf·•nJ of f'~.;:pcrt.;;: ill tlF~ various 
1wanchc•;;; of the department, th0 cha1·~" PS of 
·~ hieb ,_,··ill be payable 11artly lr· the prirnn_r:v 
prodm him .. olf. \Ye i:LJ also tlmt this 
D-'p~·rtnv nt of ~\griculturo js t0 be- hotl-iPcl 
at the Trades Hall--

Tho SEcRETARY FOR AGRlC"CLT!TilE: That is 
\\TOng. 

Mr. CORSRR: A building which some httle 
tin1e ar.;o \Ya.; botu.~·ht hv th0 SL:ti·J' for ~f.~15.fJO. 
1f thi is so, I ho,JW tl~at the building is v ell 
fun1igated before the:,r get in. -

The SIWHE'L\HY FOR AGRTCFLTrRE: Lf .._ lYE' 

tell you no\Y that they rue not f!;Oing to be 
honsed in the Trades Hall. 

Mr. CORSEH: I am glad the :\Iinistcr has 
amended that suggestion. 

Hon. \Y. FORG~\X S'rrTH: \Vhat .is wron15 
with the Trade, Hall' It is a splendid build­
ing. 

Mr. COrtSErt: It 1s. \Yhy did you g-et 
out of it? 

Hon. W. FoRGA;,;r SMITH: You know all 
about that. 

}Jr. (~'OE.SER: I do kr~ow all obont it, and 
o do t}!c· Government. Th~·v \\ anted n new 
~nilding and a, good site, antfthcy got £15,700 
b do it with. Although the Government are 
hriuging forward this scheme and are tclliEg 
!he prim:Hy produr 'rS that it "~ill improyc the 
Jlrices of their con1n1oditie~, they at the f",nle 
titne keep the Con1mi~sioncr of Prices in his 
position. \Yhile he is there To cut dov:n the 
prices of commoJities produced by the primary 
producer, when~ aro \Ye going to get full 
Yuluc fron1 the Council of Agriculture wbich 
is to be electeJ under the Bill? 

The character of the ad mini Jtration of the 
Bill dcpPnds upon the Qoycrnment in power, 
and we n1ust llHtkc sorne a,n1cndn1ents V\.<hich 
\\ill rake away frmu an\~ GoYenunont rho 
r:g:ht" the Bilf proyid( ·, for thorn. Certain 
Pn;undrn~.~nt:;:, llif;hly dPinocra.tic and in the 
.irq-prr'~~t" of the prin1ary producer, are 
~S('ntial, and I ho11c ihe ]~ill \vill be irnpro\rcd 

in those particular,. I am pereonally happy 
b support the Bill, and, when it becomes law 
nnd the primar7 producers of Queensland 
v ant anu:ndmcnts of our Acts and in our 
t:dininistration-vvhen, for instance, they want 
freehold imtcad of p~~rpctual leasehold-and 
fH'Y a . .:;k for thc1n through their C'ouncll of 
\griculh1re, I trust that a sympathetic 

(;oyernnlcnt will giye thon1. 

Certain hon. members of the Opposition who 
ha,-t) :::pokcn on this n1ra"'lre have been criti-
ci ~J GoYcrnment r:ntn1ber,': and have been 

cold lky ere killing the Bill with faint 
prai,, ~. Do not hon. gentlemen who are 
"itt!!~@" behind thC' GoYPl'Ylll1E'nt appreciate tho 
f;lirnc of the Opposition in critici;;jng the 
B:ll a~ld in supporting it also? 

:\lr. Dn;srAN": Some of them condemn it. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I am going to dea.l with 
f·c Bill as I see it. \Ye havo heard from 
hon. n1Cnlb(,r.::; on the front Government 
lwnch and from the people in the cities 
th,, cr.v to the vonng rrwn to rro on the land. 
I tnd we shall be able to introduce a Bill 
\>'hich. when it con1,-' into operation. will 
J'C ult in onr hearing from the people in 

eouni n- the en to comJ on the land. \Ve 
thenc know that to some ext<nt those 

people arc satisfied Yvith being on the land. 
I sf'e in tho clansco of the Bill great pos­
sibilities of good. I see also very grea.t 
anJ graye clnngers., and the dangers pre­
domin~tc \vhon the administration of the 
mea ·lll'C v·oulc! be in the hands of a hostile 
G,;ycrnnlent. 

Mr. FERRTCKS: Are you going to support 
the Bill? 

Mr. CORSER: I eert·inly am. I hope to 
a mcncl it so that it "·ill not be Jangerous 
in the hands of t~'C 1\'Iinist.:'r. It makes 
po siblc the ohiedivc of the Conntry party. 
It makes pm;sible, a.lso. the application of 
the· Labour platform to the nrimary indus-
tric,. Hidc1on '"ithin ih clauses are some 
\"Cry dangcrons principles-hidden very 

too. \Y c must try and extract those 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: A regular mantrap. 

~.Ir. CORSF.R: \Ye must make them inno­
c,,nt clansc3. in the interests of the primary 
producC'l'. \vho should g-et ,,_lJ our considera­
tion and a> sista.nco. This Bill, hon. gentlo­
n1C'll opposite clain1, is in aee1rd with the 
r:abonr platform: the objective of which 
is obtaining· for all v;orkci'S the full rev;ard 
of their in~Justry. 

JJ1r. Corser.] 
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem· 
ber must keep to the principles of the Bill. 

Mr. CORSER: 1 will not get away from 
th•' principlcce of the Bill. I was saying the 
objective of the Labour platform is the 
obtaining for all v;orkcrs of the full re,vard 
of their indush·,·. 

The SPEAK!i:R: Order! The hon. mem· 
bor must conrll'ct his remarks with the Bill. 

l\11-. CORSER: The Bill is in accord with 
the La.bour party's ]Jlat!orm. Hon. gentle­
men will hA plt> tsed at rn:· rc-.1ehng- those 
fe,v lines. Thc1· tJ re-

" The fuli rt'\;ard of their industry by 
collective c ··nership a.nd democratic 
control of collectiYclv usod agencies of 
}Jroduction. distributiOn, and exchange.n 

That mcam ocialism. The J1olicy of the 
Labour party is ·ocialism, and I sa:· there 
is tho po,sibilit. nf carr:·ing this Bill through 
in accordar.c with the Labour platform. 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\J INES : " The full re­
ward of their industry." 

Mr. CO.RSER: "By collectiYely owned 
agencies" is 'vhat I say is not in accordance 
with our platform. 

The SECRETAll\" FOR c\GRIC'iLT1'RE: Do not 
the frtrmq·s col!. "lively c mtrol the butter 
f"ctorics? 

l\[t·. C::JHSER: Yr --farn1er~' col1C>('tiYe 
o'.':nPl'shitJ-nGt CP-Yncrship by State. 
Du tho ,,_-orkcrs citY own the indnc-
tries of the prin. · :·y prodn~ '-r in t.hc <:oPntry? 
Art' they to be tl-1<:' pc011lc who arc to control 
thDsc indl!stri('" ·r 

The 8T·:crrt::T.L1Y FOR _.,~ GRIClTLTLTIE: It is not 
sugc;eotc·l. 

.1\lr. CORSER : It "· 
clairns ~t is in 
forrn. I ha YO 

The hon. gentleman 
with his plat­

La.bour platform. 
Mr. Km,,AX: You do not understand it. 

cdr. C'ORSER: I -,·ill read the new objcc­
tiYe-" The sociali~:ation of industry, produc­
tion, di,hibution, and n:change." ·will tho 
hen. gontlc•man say he does not eland for 
that' 

Tho SECRETARY FOR l\'II:'-fES : YOU do not 
stand for the present method of distribution. 

Mr. CORSER: I stand for co-oper"tive 
distribution. 

The SECRETARY POR ~.fixES: Is not that a 
stop tovvards socialism? 

l\Tr. CO.RS}';H: ?\o, becau,c it is con­
trolled b .. those who arc engaged in tho 
industry: and socialism is COJl'rolled by 
those who wish to dominate all industry 
and arC interested in no indu ,try. I claim 
that thiJ Bill should be absolutely "nd salol~ 
in the hands of those who are eng-aged in 
their industry. They can best control that 
indu,,try by a method for ''hi oh the Bill 
do0s n<Jt rnake provision-co-operative hand~ 
ling, marketing, and distribntion. Do not 
sav that it has not bc,'n ach-ocat0d. \Vhen 
the State Produce Agency Bill was before this 
House in 1917 I am reported (" Hansard," 
pagL' 906) to !mYe made this etatement-

" If the Government wanted to assist 
thn farmers; the \v:r- to do it -was to 
enable them to handle their produce by 
extending the co-operative sysb=:1n in such 
a wa,y as -vonld assist them to dispose of 
their produce. The farmers \\'ere the 
men who· needed assistance to-day more 
than any group of people in Queens­
land." 

And again~ 
" L.:ndcr this great co-opcratiYe system 

,~-e will not onl \- be~ condor~ able fa1·rnC'l'S, 
but WP v•ill a·lf_;o be aLl<_, to ( ~rablish 
our nge·-cic's ~-nd_ bandlc our C\\11 stu)i_' 
nnd t::_·c_uJship to othcL' 111arkcu of tb' 
\Y )J'Jd. \Yh-ich \\':_' QUI '~'}VC'S \YiJl bP 

<]uito · c~pablo of finding for ourselves­
the fruit and vegetables. tinned or other· 
wise; our n1cats, our hides. onr tallo,v, 
our agTicnltural product•. \Vc will see 
that, in tin10 of plenty, the n1aizo ~rower 
receives fair re1nuneration for his prD~ 
ducc-aud if an~.'bndy i::; g·oii1.g to store 
it, it will not b~ the GoYerlnncnt. it 
will be the co-operative societies, So, 
when thoro is a g'lut, his produce may be 
held for the benefit of the g-rn·,vN." 

Tha.t wa.s n.dvoc>tcd in 1917, and has been 
advoC'nte·cl bv rnanv Dlf'D1bl'rs on tbi.'J side 
times {)llt of 'nurnbc~·. rr'hc Govcrnrnent have 
never taken anv notif'E', thcv have never 
adopted any o(' our :m.ggc.::JiOns. and thPy 
will tell the people that we never made 
them. 

TY.' SECRETARY FOR AGRTCT'LTrRE: \Yhv 
didn't YOU advocate that when van and 
Your bthcr sat behind the Dl'nham· Govcrn­
rncnt? 

l\1r. CORSER: I hfLve adyocatcrl it ever 
s1ncr I c,-,lne into this 1-Iou.)C. 

The S:-CRET.\RY FOR .AGRICU.Tl"RE: \Yith no 
rc,nlts. 

JYir. CORSER: If we hr.cl had a fair roll 
\YC \,oulr1 hnYC had rc9nlts 

io sa'" rhat this 
" ; b'-lt I say it 

for the advantage 
sections of the 

It can be used 
of the S'l-called capitalist 

-the n1an w.ho O\VDB his f;~rn1; tho man \\'ho 
ha' c-one ant into the backblocks. and from 
Hw ~:crub ann the forest made for himself 
a home after years of hard labour. 'I'he marr 
who holds a '!case or a freehold is to-day 
termc•d a capihlist. The conGs<:ationists can 
also be assisted-the men who believe in 
State mn,ership of the means of production, 
d',iribution, and exchange. \Ye must wit.h­
chaw from the Bill those objectionable· 
fe"turcs. 

The Gm·ernment claim that under this. 
Bill thev are out to acsid the primary pro­
ducer. 'I-Ion. n1ernbors on this side of the 
Honse on1v dc3irc to have it anHmded in 
order to n1ake that ab,oiutelj' certain, The 
Secrotarv for Agriclllture kno-r. s that he, 
"\xith {lt.her hon members oppo'lite, has 
stated that they mth\ keep their minds on 
ihe objPcti,·e of the Labour part,·, and at 
the Teadcs Hall he said that objective is 
production for use and not for profit. How 
c1.n we expect the pritnary producer to 
o bta.in a 11 the ad Yantap;c·· if we a re going 
tn a!ln,,· the Bill to lw admini terecl by people 
claiming that the objediYe of the Labour 
part~· is ·· production for use am! not for 
profit '1 '' \\'hat is thr' man outside strug­
gling for if it is not for prc!fit ~ \V.hv is he 
using up the best da: s of h1e hfe and those 
of his fnmi!v. if it is not for pro-fit? \Ve 
hope the Bill is goino; to giYe him profit 
as ~,,·ell r.B a fair liYing-. Ho n1ust get a 
fair profit to t na.b1e others to go out and 
do the nme. You cannot expec' anybody 
to do anythine, except for proftt. \Ye claim 
tbnt, h:,.' ro~opcrativc rncans, "~c cant best 
bring tog0thor th0 Yf'rions scf'twn;;;: Ol. our 
agricultm·al community. The Bill provides 
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for the Lrin[(ii1g together into one big union 
of all the• yarious a~ricultural iutcrc,.Jts. 

The 8ECRET.\RY FOR AGR!CuLTl"RE: "\Y.hat 
claESC i~ that? 

J\Ir. CORSEH.: Clause 4--thc clause deal­
ing with the Council of Agriculture. That 
is the dorninating body. The n,riniste-r will 
rccognioe that the principle proYidcs that the 
cupremc council shall be couotituted by repre­
sentatiYes h·orn di.Mrict councils, who are not 
to be• eleC'ted fro1n one particular industry 
but frorn a conglorneration of agricultural 
.inter!2<:,h. 

Th,, St:crucTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not 
l1('('t "•.1l'ily. 

Mr. CURSEH.: Cnless the whole district 
i~ a banana or cane district, that is going 
lo obtain. I am speaking from the point of 
viP\V of n1y O\\'n district, \vhero there are 
Yar ied agricultural deH,loprnents, and where 
lll actical!y cyery kind of agriculture .'s 
carried on. The Council of .\griculture w1ll 
De co1uposcd of t"wcuty to hventy-£-ive nwm­
bcrs, includ.ing fiye members fjppointed by 
tl12 Gonornment and iccluding the .Y!inistcr 
himsol f. \Ye object to the provision that six 
shaH form a quorum, because many matters 
mig-ht be dPcidcd by those six gentlemen liv­
ing in Brisbane, and there would be no recog­
nition of the other representatives at all. vYo 
will cnde" vour to amend that. Thes0 twenty 
,to twcnty-fiye men are going to control the 
fh·--tinie~ of the butter, chce:e, ~rheat, n1aize, 
fruit, cotton, prg-raising, and all other rural 
ir1dustries. The scherne which is adYocated 
with no small deg-ree of success by the Coun­
try payty is the development , of sectional 
intcrc t-;, so that those iu an industry shall 
l"outrol the industr:· in which they are inter­
ested. That is the best control. It is no 
good for a maize farmer to try to control 
th~_ buttPr i11tcrests, and it is no good con­
~titubng a board of rnen and saying to 
; 
1
1011, •· "\:~ou are to conb·ol the butter indus­

tr, ." \Yhen theY rnit~·ht be fruit, rnttize, cotton, 
or~ tl1 .bt'r n1un~, or pig-raiserS. If t,hc ~11nis­
tc'r will <1cccpt an amendment 1\hich will be of 
the grc-ate~t advantage, I \roukl ::3uggt~&t that 
he should k-indlv cun .jder sectional Jlltf~re::;h, 
[i nd trj and bt:ing thcn1 together n1orc for 
J-be n;a .a7'Cn1cnt of their val~ions _-'ct.ions of 
<.lgriculture, so that the n1aize people through­
out Queensland can n1eet as maize people, 
and tbe1· <·un ha re t-heir district council or 
their ,u.premc council to deal with maize 
ir:tcrr.- As, the sarne as the butter pf dple now 
ha.Yf~ UIHler their co-operative rnanagemcnt 
a_ld thc;r \ o-operatiYe associations. \Ye want 
nn~trol of indu."try by those engaged therein. 
\Ye ail agree that the person who prodL>ces 
a11 and his a:--,.Jciates -in that industry 
n l'(~ 11eople who ·will look after it bcsl: 
in the interests of the industrl". ·would tlJo 
Labour party say that the ,;harf lurnvers' 
! u.~inc.~s ::-hou1d he 1nanagcd L.v raihvay 
emplorecs. or that tbe bri.cklayers' interests 
~- b -nlld be n_;_an.agcd bv the rujntcrs? l'\o. 
'f 1

JH'Y tl1cir :3Crtio;la1 intcre3ts, and they 
JJ.:(·C't and conference' of thPlr ~ectional 
bo-dies. Althoug·h they may be combined into 
olle big union, they still preserve their 
iciPnti1v. You could best help the primary 
pmduc.er h;y gi,ing them the sectional orga­
nication' to eroable them to look after their 
individual interests. I offer this suggestion, 
honing- to help the :\-lini't"r. \YJulst we 
ad~·ocat0 th0 e things in the intere,,ts of the 
farmer. and \Yhi1"t \\ ndYoC'ntc the crrnhon 

!Of co-oporatiYl' :in tit.utions, we find that the 

UcJ\-PrllnleLt are n'A ::o fayour<!ble. .:\Jr. 
rr. L. J ones, CX-llleillbcr of Lcgi~ila tl \"l~ 
Ucuncil, stated, according to ·· 1-lansal'J'' 
ot 13th July, 1915-

•· Co-operation adYot·<-ttcd by thr· Couu­
try party is elaS< co-otwration just the 
same as trades unionis1n is da:-~'3 cv-opcra~ 
tion; neither takes cogui:3<.U!C2 of the 
consurr1cr. 'J_lhis ls the Yl1"al point. Legis­
lation directed to the nat:mwli.c Ltion uf 
industry and the 0stablish ucnt of St ''' 
cnterprisc:3 rcc·ogni' cs that ...-ital point. 
That is true co-operation." 

Those are tho senti1a0nts of the Lr:_b'Jul' 
pEl rty. I notiec that the hon. rnclnhcr for 
Uy111pie said, aocording tu " I-Ian5ard" for 
Uth July, 1915-

" The strange thing about the far:rH'r, 
I regret. to say, is that ·,·hile he is:· l<i: g 
in nractice for all th·~ SL ~te soeia l l.~,n 
he Can get he is contiLual1. cleuuur:::ii~~­
tho principle of nttional cntcrprjse.'' 

'l'he SECRETARf .FOR _._~Gl~I: ... :CLTUEE: l_lt·ar, 
hear! 

Mr. COH.SER: I hope ,, II an ard" Y ill 
record thP hon. gentlcrnan's •· h<:. r, ht J.r." 

The SECRETARY roR ..:-\GlaCL~LTL'lL · 0£ euur:'iG 
!hey \\·ill. Th"y always do. 

l\:lr. CCIRSER: The n•po1·t in '· Hansard" 
further sta tf:s--

" This GoYerr:unc~.t v .. ·anL Jo sec the 
prosperity of the fanner, but I hold that 
1~ the f ·nncr is gojug t:l g' ... t all the 
State socjalisnl 'l1e "-ant«~-and I hope he 
doL~ g('t it--it i~ only fair to this UoYcrn-
Hlent that the national and 
the nat~onal Administr haY\~ 
·:o,11c power in t:u\.t indu:,n· 
Lt i.he intl'rc~ts of Pvcr,~o.- other 
of the State. I tl"Llst that b -fore 
thr0c )~....ars of this 1\idi..._nu•nt ::1r0 C:·:Cl', 

the fai:·n1c~.:>, in~tf•ad of a scparat • 
party, just rccf'utl:.- f.C'Y~~red its o~d 
LibL·ral a...,"ociation."', will be~ on ~his sjdc~ 
cf thn llou·~f' iJJ full ac ,)J:d with the· 
Lai our proP'3'alll11l~' and -,- ith 
opened to the ~, irtur~ of 

and rlH~ 
i:o the J. 

11 ti;::n~allsntion of ell 
tio·l, di tribut]on, anJ 

The SECHETAHY Fou ~·">-GllJ'~ULTUHE: _\ yery 
ood .'pPech. 

::VIr. CORSER: If v, c are going to n1ake 
this Bill \Yhat it should be, \\'e -hould give 
dn· full rontrnl to the prirnar,\- vroduc•c"'f', all·! 
w<· should take from the Bi1l anv )Jolitical 
l'ccognition at all and the idea of national­
ising- the industrv. vYe should d<elete from 
th0 c.Bill the provision that the s,•cretary for 
A;l'ricultur<' shall be the chairman of the 
co~tccil, and we should take from it, too, the 
large proportion of repre[·:·ntatiyes to be 
appointed by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: You will 
ha Ye to wait a long tin1c b _,foro ~" ou g· .t 
that. 

Mr. C0RSEH.: All the farmers throughout 
tlH~ Stato of Queensland arc alJowc·d onl~," 
fourteen or nineteen representatives, while 
the Government are going to appoint six-a 
Minister of the Crov:n, and fiyo other 
non1inees. 

Mr. CoLLIN"S: Experts. 

:"VIr. CORSRR: You can call them wh .t 
you like. The experts of the department, 
accordin~ to the Dill, arc n.-nilablc to thB 

JJlr. Corser.] 
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Council of Agriculture, as thev should be 
but there is no rcaoon whv there ohould b~ 
six Govcrnrncnt nornir;ces von the council. 

Mr. l'EASE: \\"hen you get over here you 
ea tt alter it. 

31r. CO USER: \Y c ar.c going to alter it. 
I am supporLng the Bill because I believe 
we shall ,oon b€' oYer there. I have not 
atrcn1ptcd to bring the political business into 
this matter. I have tric·d to show the differ­
ClH'C Lebveen the hYo ser::·tions. The Secretarv 
for Agriculture, I an1 sorry to say, said. ·· 1" 

C'Yf<'l' \YC g·et. tl~is council '"c ~-<ill bring down 
other rncn to say \d1·a the fa::.·nlCl'S "'.'.ant, so 
that the Country party will not }~c sveaking 
for the fcHtncr,.::." \\-c haYt:' al:o the statc­
nwnt of the Sccrctq1·>· for Railw;c · s. I put 
a qnco·,tion to hi.rn with •·J·ard to a- rC'duetion 
in freights, aud lte ~)that :3Uch request" 
1nust co•nu through thp ach·j3,o1·v bourcl, ~o 
a.s to Jt'JH'i\C' lladia1ncr of the. rcnreseni~­
tion that it .~houlJ get throu·~·h UHlnLers who 
ur.; elPt·trd frulll cOuntry di,_,tric:ts; and v..rc 
lHtYC further l ,~jdc Jrc of Ac~orcEr:g 
t" the " F:ll'.n. ,·s' of 25th April 
1922~ ' 

'' }ll·. tT. Pun·cll. a lllC 1!lbcr uf th1• 
ad1·isor; board of the (/necnsland Counc1i 
o~ Agriculture, rce<.•ntly· ;__ppoiuh•d. ac:­
\'Iscd that tlw bacon industrv should take 
t~w fir_~t _uppori"nuity of g."ctti11g on to 
tne coul~cJl, for it · .. as fro1n that council 
that all thr·· rccoJnn1CIHlntion3 would haYe 
to go to the Con't"'meht. It was the 
only boc.ly that the~ GoY('rl1lHCllt "·otllJ 
rccoguicc for suggestions of h'gi -lat.io~l." 

~leaning to 3ay, as ·was stated by the hon. 
member for. Barcoo. that all tho principk" 
of tho machmcl"\" of the SoYiet were in th1·s 
Bill. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTVRE: \Yho said 
that? 

:\Ir. CORSER : The hon. member for 
Barcoo. 

The SL'RETARY FOR ,\GRIC1iLTt:RE : 
should be careful not to ~--1isquotc hirn. 

1\Ir. CORSER: The hon. member 
Barcoo i:! quite corn•ct. 

You 

for 

::\lr. BuLCOCK: Arc YOU o·oing to vote for 
or against tho Bill? '"' o 

:ur. CORSER: I am supporting the Bill. 
J\Ir. Bt·LcOCK: Then you belieYo in the 

SoYict s:v~tPn1? 

Mr .. CORSER: I urn telling you that the 
pnnc1ples m the _Bill ar0, in some respects, 
111 accordance . w1th our cheme; and also 
that 1:1 the BJ!! we haye the Laboar plat-

,. form.. Th0 hon. member is quite correct. 
Th1s B v,:hat the "l1ailwa.- AdYocate" sa vs­

"ArsTR.\LTAx \V~RTCERs' l.JNIOX." 

" (1) \\" o holJ that thoro is a class 
?tmggle in societe., and that the struggle 
rs caused by the capitalist claos owning 
the means of production, to which the 
\vorl~1ng clnss mq,,t haye access in order 
to h ve. The working class produce all 
value. The greater the share which the 
capit~list class appropriates the loss 
rern~1ns for tho working class; therefore 
the rnterests of those two cla,.ses are in 
constant conflict. 

" (2) There can be no peace as long as 
\"~rant and hun~er are found a1nong mil­
lions of ;vorkrng people, and the few 
who consbtuto the employing class have 
all the good things of life. 

" (3) Between these two class0.s the 
struggle must continue until capitalism 

[lllr. Corser. 

JS abolished. Capitalism can only b<J 
abolished by the workers uniting in one· 
da :.s-co112Cious econoinic organisation to­
take and hold the means of production 
by reyolutionary, industrial, and politi­
cal action. ' Revolutionary action ' means· 
action to ~ccure a complete change~ 
namely, the abolition of capitalistic 
ownership of the means of production~ 
whether privately or through the State~ 
and the establishment in its place of 
social 0'' nership by the whole community. 
Long experience has proved the hopeless 
futility of existing politic:tl and indns­
trlal n1cthuds." 

The S'f'EAKEH: Order! I have alreadv 
called the hon. member to order, and I nm~ 
warn him that, if he continun in that 
~tl\:~in, I '''ill n,k hin1 to re,tnnc his seat. 
The hun. IYl(1 ll:!.ber''· rcnwrks arc not in .any 
\va v relatiYe to the Bill now before the 
Ch~mbcr. 

:'\Ir. CORSER: I am merely anSY.'ering 
the hon. member for Barcoo. 

::-.Ir. BrLcor K : You arc merely misrepre­
_Htillg the- hon. mmnbcr for Barcoo. 

The' SPEAKER: Order! 

11r. CORSER: The stntomc·nt I made is 
from the " Railwav Advocate." The J\1inis­
tor sa.ys he is not using this scheme politically. 
::\mv I will read the "l'\orthern Sensation," 
\vhich is very appropriate, and \Vhich appears 
in the " Courier " to-da' , I did not want to 
bring thf ,,c things in. bnt the hon. mLnbcr 
for Barcoo referred to thf"' organisation they 
haYe unclr~r the SoYict syst0rn, and I was 
1 -...::plalnTng it in connection with the One Big 
Cnicn, as it appears in the "}~aihray A-dvo­
catr'." Ko\Y I \Yill giYc so:ncthing dealing 
with the Bill itself from to-da r's " Courier." 
\Yhich I will l'e .. td to give the Ministnr an 
ovportunity to ansv.·er it~ 

'' NoRTIIERX SEl\S:\.TIO!,;.'' 

"I};TERESTIXG RE\~ELATION. 

"The .-ljJpointm-n.' of Organi~crs. 

" Cairns, 13th July. 
" A cnsat.ion has been created here bv 

a. l'c...-Yclation n1adc bv I\Ir. Thoma"s 
\YalnBley, a prornincnt~ resident of the 
Tableland, and a director of the Athcr­
ton Butter Company, in regard to the 
GoYernmcnt appointnwnts under the nev.. 
Pl'oduc'·~rs' As:;;ociation schcnu~. In the 
cour~c- of an l'nterYie,~·. he declared-' A 
gTeat deal has been said for and against 
:\Ir. Theoclorc's ,.;heme, and since Jt'· 
inception in March I haYe discusseJ 
the matter with manv of our dairv 
farmers. The majorit;·" consider it only 
a hypnotical move to dope the farmer, 
and particularlY the dairy farmer, so 
that Mr. Thoodore may gain votes at 
the next 0lPction, thereby securing for 
him se If and his party a further lease of 
political life. But as Mr. Theodore 
strc· sed the importance of the new move­
ment being free from politic", and decided 
against linking up with the existing 
Farmers' Assoriation, whcrebv th(-3 least 
suspicion of political influence lnight creep 
in, I myself as prepared to give hirn 
the benefit of a dertth-bed repentance, as 
I really bolieve·d he desired to retrace 
his steps and make good for all the sins 
of commission and omission he and hi& 
party have been responsible for in the 
past towards the farmer, particularly as 
regards commandeering and price-fixing 
stunts of dairy products. I am afraid I 
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am doomed to disappointment, for a little 
happening h<'re recentiv le>Cds me to 
view the whole prop;sed organising 
schc1no as. a sh-:un, delusion, and a snare, 
and nothmg but a political organising 
stunt. On 15th June, 1922, Mr. J ames 
Purcell, who is vice-president of Mr. 
Theodore's Agricultural Council, visited 
the Atherton Tabldand in quest of a 
mitable man to be appointed later as a 
~cctional organiser and commissione1~ a 
Tableland gentleman, who is supposed to 
be free from political bias to recommend 
a suitable rnan for the' po,jtion, such 
1 crson to be abo. e political bias. The 
recommer:dation wrts to be forwarded bv 
~1Ir. Purcell not later than 25th Jun~, 
hut about t\YO clays after I\Ir. Pm·cell's 
departure, and before the Tableland 
gcntlcrnan had had tirno to gi \'C the 
1nnttrr serious consiclC'ration, l\Ir. 11arvev 
C. Jurd, o[ J\Iillaa ::\1illaa, appeared 0;1 
the cene. He produced a wire \Yhich he 
had received from J\1r. Gillics to the 
effect that ho (::\Ir. Jurd) had been 
appointed organif-'t:r, and he \vished to 
know from the Tableland gentleman the 
natnre of his dntic s. As he ·,, [H unable 
to be enlightened, he "as rpferrcd to 
Brisbane. A day or two later the gentle­
ITU1t1 1n que>hon al~o l'CcciveJ. a wire 
from Jlllr. Gillie· confirming the appoint­
niPllt, the vice-prt'sidcnt of the council 
ev-idently being only a stalking-horse in 
thA game. :\ ow, with all due respect to 
1\Ir. Jurcl, who j~ a very excellent gentle­
man, I belie ,-c it impossible to find on 
the Tableland a ~trongl'!r Labour snp­
portor than J\Ir. Jurd. In fact, he is ono 
of 2\.Ir. Gillies' warmest supporters at 
election time.' ::Vlr. \Yalmslcy adv-ised his 
brother farmers to bo •nn~y, for th-7 
'' ero gmng to be asked to sub \;ribo 
financially to an orga,nisation that in his 
(1Jr. \'1/almsley'f·) opinion, v, as ~othi11g 
nwro nor less than an organisin": canl­
paign on behalf of Labour. If Me-.srs. 
Theodore and Gilli<''· reallv believ-ed it 
was go~J~ for ~he fanner tc; organjse on 
llOn-polltJcal lnw-. wh.- did they not 
recommend the industrial unions 'to do 
liko\Yisc '?'' 

The Govern1nent hnvn had their ~ 'V over sinc0 
the Premit'r launr!wJ his scher~c. but the 

Opposition hrtvc not had their 
[5 ]l.lll.] Tho Gov<'rnmcnt have had 

"Daily :i,Iail" con1ing out eYerv 
day IYith d~scrip6ons of their ','hCHW. with 
big headings-a lot o' them, 110 dottbt. paid 
for by their publicity agents, and written and 
publi heel by a man paid by the Govor.<Jc1Cllt 
et the rate of £600 a \'Car to boost the ,;;hem". 
but not to boost tho farmer•' intPresh. \Yh·: 
<lid the Government not bring the Bill in last 
se_ ~ion to give an opportnnit5~ to tlH' Opposi­
tion of <HYH :1ding it in the intcre<C,t, of thP 
£:~ rn1C1'? r_CcJrv leave it to the rcc-_'"'s. an cl talk 
about it, and. pay men to \Hi to it up in the 
pap0r.-;. and the paner~ pub~ish their state­
ments dav after day· without over -eeing the 
Bill. \Vhon wo come here to give our 
,-i c\vs t hcv endeavour to stop us, and claim 
that we hav-e some ulterior motive in our 
drsirc to imprm-o the Bill in the interests of 
thr.- primP r)' producers. In this ,chcme there 
is 111uch that is in accordance 1virh our plat­
form and our suggestions; but there is also 
hidden in the scheme the Labour platform 
and principles-the sociftlisation of industry, 
2nd the control of the means of production, 
di_:b·ibution

1 
and 0-xchange. That is where 

I offer objection to the scheme, and offer to 
help the UovN·nment to amend it, and I hope 
the Minister will give a satisfactory answe1· 
to the statement from the Tableland, 
because we do not even want one appointment 
to be questioned. I have boon through my 
electorate, and have told the farmers there 
that although there were many farmers 
against the Bill, I still hoped that when the 
Dill came before the House wo would able 
to make it of value to them. I said, " If 
)rou can get sornc assistance out of it, you are 
entitled to all tho assistance you can get; 
bnt I hope and trust that the Bill will not 
be used for political purposes." When the 
Govermnent called the representatives 
together at the eonfc-rcncc, the Premier and 
thP St,,•n,tary for ..~_lgriculture-menlbcrs of the 
Government-were there, but no member of 
the Opposition was invited. Wo wore not 
alloln'd to g-o. \Ye ra11g up frorr1 this builJ­
ing to find out whethpr we could be present, 
statmg that we hud one mcmbet· here who 
l'epresented a co-operative institution in his 
diitric:. and that ,,_,, wanted him to bo at 
the confPrcnco, and we 1vero informed--

The Sr:cRZT\RY FOR .._1\G_!_HCLILTURE: \Yho 
j~1fonnC'cl yon '? 

;\Ir. CORSEH: We were informed bv tlw 
pri,-atc S~>crotury that the Premier did not 
d<>sire Opposition members to take any part 
m the proceedings, as it might give the 
couforcnco a politi{ al significanCe. 

The ~i-_ 'HRTAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: That ic. 
ah;..;olutcly incon·0ct. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I will give the hon. 
gpntloman the proof. 

The SPI<:AKlCR: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has cxhau,ted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

J\.Ir. \YALKER (Coo,·oora): I recognise '.t 
t_ho outset the desirability of bringing }n a 
Bill like this. Listening to the speeches of 
l1cJL l11C'rnhpr;:.., l arrJ rcnindpd of the Inany 
so-called 'xperts v ho wen; employr .l by the 
J)opartnH'nt of _._--\grlcultuee many y{::trs ago. 
'rhc•se SO-cnllcd f'XDCrte \VC'f(' sent aJl Oe:Cr thr: 
p1ncP. They \H~rc .. men vvith theoretical know: 
lcdg<' derived from book•, but without 
practical experience. 

The SEciUCTARY FOR AGlliCULTURE: \Vh;:t 
Govornrn·Pnt \Vas it·~ 

:VIr. \Y ALKF.R: They were appointed b0 
past Governments, and ha•.e been kept 011 by 
the present Govc1·nment. 

The Sr:CRET.iHY FOR AGRICUL'f1:RE: If wo had 
nut th,_'n1 oJt vou would have said WG >Ycrc 
\-i,_ tin1ising the~n. 

:Mr. \Y.-\LKER: I venture to say that. i£ 
these men had been practical experts with rt 
lwowlcdgc of the agricultural i"dustry, there· 
would have been no ocn,sion for the intro­
duction of this Bill, or, at any rate, it wouldi 
not havo been urgent. I have gone very care­
fullv over the Bill. I have been connected! 
witl; the co-operative rnovernr,nt for a long· 
time, having been a director of a co-operative 
ro;:npany for something- like :-;-evcntccn :'ears, 
anrl naturally one mu.3t have a graS-p of smne­
thing which he is engaged in. It i'-' deplor­
a blo to !war hon. members opposite saying 
that rnr rnbr'rs on this side arc not farmer . .,, 
and arc not true to th~ \V-O'J<'rativ~ mov·'­
mcnt. It is a mistake to take un that atti­
tude. Thoro arc men on this sidC \Vho ha\ ' 
dcvotcrl the greater part of their live,; to tr)­
ing- to dcvc:lop this particular lino of work. 
and thov have bnilt up some ,,f the lllO't 
successful organisations in Queensland. If we· 

Jlrfr. Walker l 
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compare the personnel of hon. rrwmbors cm 
this side with that of hon. member., opposit<', 
WD ·hall find that thcr · arc men on thi, side 
who have put £100 or £200 each into 
co-operative movements, while I doubt 
whether any nconey has been put into these 
concerns by hon. member opposit··. To :how 
the clr.s.· of people the Country party con­
sists of in comparison with the party 
oppositt~--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCrLTum~ : Do vou 
think a rnemb<•r of the Council uf c\gricu!­
ture ought to know all about dair=·ing? 

Mr. WALKER: I thir,k that will have a 
good deal to do with the succc· s of the 
council. A farmer has to ha vc brains to 
make a succc's of his callilJf', and ho should 
be able to u .c his knowlo<ho and 
to good purpose as a mernrJ.cr~ of courwil. 
vV<> h0"r that tho farmer can do this and that, 
but that he rannot rnn his O\Vll commercial 
busin<>ss. \Ve can got farmers just as well 
.ablo to 1n2.nage coH~Increial uffair,, as tho 
pros0nt Govcrn1nent arc. 

Mr. l\1cCORMACK: Arc tho:c men farmers'! 

1\Ir. WALKER: Of CUU\'ce. they arc 
farmer~. You haYe only to loo!;;: a~ tnernbor.') 
of tbc Oppo:::itiou to ~ce tlutG they ac, mo~tly 
fanners, .a,.._1d haYL 111ade a ~UCCCS,;;; ()£ ap-riCLll­
turc, \'.'e have heard a c:ood deal of talk 
nhout the L~b.._mr party's plc~tfol'ln aEd the 
nationali:3ation of industrv. I do not care 
what the Laboul' part·. lnYo got in their 
platfonn. Thi" i3 a g:,~od Dil\

1 
and I arn 

~f:->in~;· tn support it. if it is ::tlU0JJC:f'd in Hw 
way ;l~dir'lted b:- the Oppo:::ition th~ other 
night. The Bill needs to be but 
th 1\: i~· 110 llC't'd for us trJ in .c-:i de 
i~,suc · to vvhat tb fau~~" of the Labour 
p. rt;, arc. \Vo know that they ha\'O not been 
friends of the fan11•r up to ~lr' pnf:f·n~~ time, 
but tlw ha,-c• PO\Y broLL ht i:t a Hill t) anwnd 
the Land Ta'< Act, w'f,ich --ill rcdw c the 
taxnt~Dll on farrnt·r~'- If 1 Jw Goycnuncnt p:tss 
this Bill 1-~u ;ugh in the t,-~rm of tlw spcf·rh 
o~ the Pn lli"l', 0n~l a . .:: jurl;eat .. -~ b~ 
Sc,~:rl'tJry for AgricultUl'8 1 t nJght, ~it 
gomrr to be rtll right. It has lJc,•n 
tLflt h.on. l!F~mbPr2 on this sidf> Wl1 rc net 
irwitcd to the conference. It is true that thpo· 
\Ycre not invitnd as a political body but I 
lw d n11 in' ita tion to go a_< chairman' of the 
G~ lnp}e Co-overativP Cornpanv. L1nfortu­
natu]y, I \YU3 nrgf ntly needed V in a c"rt:-lin 
part of tlu,' <1lcctoratn, and I had t'J ePnd a 
'n 'n cl en- n here to take place. Had hon. 
trt(' tl 1 1P1" on this ;,}de in rr·-pon"lbk 
po;;Jhon:; in co-opcrnt-ivo conc~rns, there 
would b:we lwen nothing to stop th.•ir respec­
ti~;C' Loflrd· fron1 dccting thPrn a-;; delegates 
t0 the ronfpn-~nc·"· I v,as particularly pleased 
·when the Pr0111if'r f:a1d t~ut h~ would not 
nllo-...Y pclitics to enter into thi: 1natter. Now, 
that spirit wants to !Jc carried out in this 
Home. vVc do not want this party business 
:c;oing on, and I would like to see the Premier 
get up to-night and srcy that this is going to 
b0 a non-part,, matt-m-. If he does that. it 
will relieve the mind of many people. 'rhe 
l'n~mier mndC' a statcrnent to the people at 
Laidley nnd Gatton, and he then said it ''vas 
not a political matter. At that tim" it was 
wise for hi1n to make that ftatenwnt. because 
his audiences consisted of farmers. If he 
continll(.} on tho;~e line·;., then th ~ ~~chenH' i~ 
~~oing to be a success. If. howcv('r, the 
l'reonif'r or thC' Secretary for Agriculture 
brings in politics, or allows political qtH'Jt"ions 

[Jfr. lYa 7l:1 r. 

to be discussed, then the scheme is going ta 
fail. 

The SF''RETARY FOil AGRICULTURE: If you 
are going to bring in politics, there is no 
need to bring in party. 

Mr. vV_\J~KER: Neithc·r politics nor party 
,hou!d t,,, bruug·ht in. We sbo<Ild treat all 
rnatters rcla,~ing to the 1nan on t.ho land 
on non-political lines. \Ve know that once a 
thing ie decided in caucus, all th" members 
opposite arc bound by that dt>cision and thPy 
h"' c to support it. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE: Vv'hat is 
the rule in your party? 

1\1r. W ALKEH. : I will vote for a thing 
rvery titno if I think I ,_rn right, no matter 
1vhat thP party think..;. That is n1y po3ition. 
I woucd kuock politics completely out. of this 
matter altog0: her. A lot of criticlsrn has 
bcfm levelled at tho men put on the council. 
Pcrwnallv I do not care who is chosen for 
the com1cil-whethcr they belong to the 
Country part~·, tho N ,. tional ist part.;', or tho 
LaboUi' party. So long as they carry out 
the work of tho counciL that is all w, want. 
I reckon yGu hnve good men nn the council 
bolo:1ging to all shades of pocitiral opinion. 
You do not ' ant to appoint anyone 1vho has 
any politica1 prejudice, <1nd yon do not ·~yant 
to have an3 di cu:::sion.- on the council as to the 
land tenure-whether it should be lcas·-chold 
or frcehoE! or Cell' thing like that. You should 
cut that rlght out. 

The SECRET'RY FOR AGP.rn:LTURE: You can­
not u, k a 1nan v,\at his politics arc. 

1\fr. BEnBir;GTOX: You usually know. 

Mr. WALKER: I wonld lik0 he ~Tinistcr 
to ren1t:lubcr thnt '~c h~Yc rncn ('011n<'ctcd 
'\\·i'h dairy ccn1panies who an~ FharPhol-dcrs 
but nnd tl,,·1r t .lvie; has not 
been the illlt'l'P"t:-:; of th~' corn-
panic·., _,or of supplien. They usually 
want a div idcnd declared on CL.pltal inves-
ted. I think that you tlghten up the 
dcftniLion of " prirnary " If a n1an 
uwn'. a fa:rn; nncl c1( h~ru· ~1£ as 
farrncr. i3 he io be to sit on d1e 
c nneil? 

The S.t.CHET.",_RY :..oR .AGRICULT"(TBE: Read the 
d0r1nition of "' lnin1ary producer." 

Mr. \'','ALKRH: It is Y'-''V hard to know 
what will constitute a primary producer. I 
know thoro arc mc·n on the council to-day wbo 
are going all over Qur~cnsland in tho interests 
of the scheme, and they haYe not boen on a 
farm for the last ten years. They are agents 
and middlem~n. I know that to be true, 
although I will not mention their 11ccmes. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I think 
the: were -c loctcd by the farmers. 

Mr. V!ALKEH: J\'In-t a man who is appoin­
ted to rt.'JH'(' 2:nt, a particnlar dir·..~..rict be a 
farmer a,t "i 1H1 tin1c of hjs eJection'? I con­
sider thaw "' 2 have a p~uticnlarly fine count.ry 
in Queen,'-land. Ther-e is not a finer country 
in the v·ol'lcl. \Ve havP all kinds of r>atural 
re sou N. ,~s. and v-c ha vo hundreds of thousands 
of acres of land suitable for growing anything. 
VVe haYe all descriptions of agriculture, and 
we have 0Y·C'ry facilit~,- for growing cereals, 
cotton, and many othor things. 'Ne haYo 
proved that We> can grow all thE·.o things 
successfully. It is a goo-d dairying country, 
in fact right. along the North ()o;:ut ~he country 
is ~~o good for claii·ying thr\t it carr;c;; 
ono beast to the acre. That gives you >Dine 

idea ,,f the worth of onr land. V'./c have a 
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iut of good [hecp-raising country on o'J:r 
, :;a stal tLnd~, ar:.d I rrgn't lla1 the ~h "'('P 
industry is not rcpn __ ,_:entcd 011 the council. 
fn addition \n: httvc u, c1 itnrtto 1.d1ich is second 

none. \Vo hove :::unshinc ahno~.:~ {_,vor:~ 
and "W~O h;1ye a rainfall \Yhich wll1 gro\~7 

t rops nlrrwst in < ,,.._ part of Queen' land 
.. :dr.1os:. all the li' round. Is not countrv 

well \Y lf~,h for? 11~ 
i of the ~, hc•mP. rnu:,t not he 
'ndand lom 1 hope the re,,u]t 

v, ill bJ that it will !w 
the ether If v;' cany 

the far:11cr 
I n1ight point out 

Go-vpnJntr_~nt that intro­
guaran{Pc principle. and 

wore supportc·cl 
Ln bour part.';. The Philp 

party w 're in opposition and they voted 
~lg' 1iw-t ~1lo i1~~ rod action of th(' gl'i.~iranten prin-
ciple, Th, only of th0 Labour party 
who voted [l q,· .·.in~t 'tl of tlw 
guarantr-~ pri;;( :plc 011 occa:::ion "'·as 1·.ht• 
pr·~ t:'nt hon. HlCt11bCl' f·· Tht• 
farmc·rs mm,t. find ex:: ra rnarkPt~ for their 
products. ]_de fanner-~ and th,·ir IYlv-; s, and 
their familic alr:.o, an~ s,~·e:ttPd to a gn~at 
degn-n in prodn ·ing ~--.tnfi which i not of a 
~,.alC'ahlo vu1u:: ;lt. all. \f(' hayc not gone• 
alw1d in avriccdlnre oJwuld have done, 
There are "thon,and:_. of land on thP 
~orth Coast oWJH'd prlvatc·l:v 
or oth~rwise. bt~ und0r intcn ... p 

eulti,·at.ion at nre.- ·nt Tint IVP haY~' 
g-iven tho fanners ·no cncoura,~·f'JTI{'nt, bccau-t> 
~ve have not found 1lla.tk61-;; in t.h,~ old 
"Guntry or in tho Eaf<f. l -'.-,'onder whv our 
Ag.'nt~-Gcncral do not do rnorc> iu n1·;1kin~r 
the farmers better ac<]naintcd "ith tho mal'": 
krts in other p "'ts of the world, The GDvern­
rrwnt have _llOu d0ne a:-:; rnuch as t.hcy rnight 
have done 1n the dir0ction of find1no· market;-; 
in the' Eas~ ~1nd clsewhcrP. Frcq~endy thP 
farmer produces a lot of s~.ufi:" at, a lo . .-s. 1 
no.(,ico that at the pres<mt time our intere-,t 
bill a,mounL to nearly £4,000,000 per annum, 
There are two ways of paying that bilL One ie 
by going in fm innreased production, and th<' 
other is b" increased taxation, To mv mine! 
w,c should 'go in for increased production, and 
I hone-tly believe that this Bill will be a 
:;tep in that direction, I have heard it stated 
that all companies have not been ropr --sontcd 
on the counciL I regr 't that the Mini,tcl' 
left out tho bacon industry, Perhaps that 
\vas a slip. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR AGRICl"LTr;In:: [t 1,;·aH a 
dai~'Y conference to deal >vith the dairying 
bns1ncss, because the industrv v: ,"l.s in a bad 
way, and the farmers had to ,be mdkd to the 
<C:onfcrcnce quickly, 

Mr. WALKER: It is not too late now 
to include the bacon industry. Thoro arc 
two CO-OJWI?tivo bacon factories, one on the 
D(nvns and one at I\Iurarrie, with a turnover 

1922-T 

of approximately £300,000 a year, We have 
in th:- ck·;~.orate of thP Secretary for Agri­
culture areas gnnv-ing hundreds of thousan-d~ 
of bushels of 111r~izc, and that conunodity ca11 
be nwd to provide the nccee,ary food to 
enable us to get extra cupplic,s for the bacon 
factorit-'·"· Then' i ~· no irH1ustl·y i11 Qnocn;:;land 
that can bP extended so much c,s the bacon 
indw~try, and the market is particularly good) 
in ,-pitc of the fact that prices are low, 

Dc•aling n1orc particularly v.-ith the dairy­
ing indu~try. I would likt.: to sa:,T that \VC aro 
n \-·C'ry 1ve1l org·1niseU. b~x1y. H.c;narks tq a 
c-ontrarv t:iicct brtYe been pa~.:")ed on the other 
c,;dc, but in (:'ucen,Jand .,, e h:nc all the 
co-operative companiE., org.tniscd to such an 
('xtent that 1ve a.rc unanirnous in the belie£ 
that '"" shonld work together, \Vo have 
formed a. pool v; hi eh, frorn ih inauguration 
in Septc,nbcr to March lilst, has been respon­
sibk for puttin:; into the pockets of the 
primn,r' producers in Qtwcnsland £94.706 
m-er and above the Victori:m prices. \Ve 
have an enorrnon', sc ... 1pc in Quc0mdand for 
tho dairying industry. vr c can go rit:1ht out 
to\ntrds tlw \Y est, practicall:- another 150 
n"!ile.o;, rrnd f ~ill tap very excellent dair:: land. 
Loo1: at thC' future we haYe in that direction. 
V\"hnt is rnorc. Rn~sia. and Sibcrja will not 
produce fnr the next four or five years, and, 
on the whole, thing:: havo never looked 
brighter, so fu os the butter market in 
Eno:lancl is conccrn,,d, thrm at the pre-,ent 
tinu- 'lou ca.n corno to onl·, ono conclusion 
-that Queensland has a pa,rticularly bright 
outlook, V\'o only need a little help-I do 
not mean financial help, but hdp to get 
nv<'r the quarrelJ1n~, atnong-;;t our:::J(•ln_·s. 

The SECllF.'LIRV FOR r\GRTCGLTCHE: That j, 
Yrhat we arc tryin;_,; to briug about. 

?vir, \V"\LKER: \Ye 'xant to bring all the 
factories into lirw. \Vc arc all purely co­
operatiyc. \Vo arc not c.:ollcenJs of profit; 
onr sole object is to diHtribute to those \;ho 
supplv our raw rnatPriul the full market 
vn lu0"of their product'· lf''>"i 1;orking c-....:pc-n l'P. 

The time mfty come when this Council of 
Agriculture may be' ro]II'PO<'Dted in the old 
conatry by somebody to look after our pro­
ducts there-, at-d I th~1~k thC' tiu1 has ro1.1r~' 
alrcrrcly when the whole of our export butter 
should be put through c>llc floor. That is a 
big departure from tlw ,entiments of thP 
ordinar': adYocatP of tlw huttPr inclustrv, 
but I p.~ y it sin(;crcl_;'. I have hnro a LtbfD, 
which I want to givP to the House, of figure, 
r0·;pu:ting- production. ex port, and corn­
rrli<;.~ion-

1. Totrd prorltlction, 1921-1822-
Estimatcd at 1,057,C50 boxes, 
Value, estimated at 160s. per cwt., 

£4,228,200, 
2, Quantity oxportcd--

739,450 boxes oversoa s, 
42,000 box<', int0rstato. 

Queensland consumption, 275,600 
boXC". 

3. Value, ayeragod at 160s, Lo,b., 
£2,957,800, 

4, Average rate of commission--
3 per cent. on esti1natcd c.i.f. pricP. 

180s. 
5. Total arnount of eornrrlis:,,ion-

(a) 3 per cent, export £99,657 
(b) 3 per cent, local 33,072 
(c) 3 per cent, intcrst:tte , 5,c.l0 

£137,769 

I venture to ;oay that, if the whole of the 
butter exported :,,,cnt through one floor, with 

Mr. W allce1·.] 
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rluo re;ard to economy of adntinistration, the 
Que0nsland dairying industry would savp 
£50.00) a year. Unfortunately. there are 
agents aJl over Qum~nsland--t1v3 nun1ber run­
ning into dozcns-\'\Tith C0'11mercial influence 
over metny of the directors. and I honestly 
believe that compul,ion chould be brought 
to bear, to make the latter sell in such a Wit:V 
that y.,To can ~Pt C:l'.-~·ay from the parochial 
practices which exist. 

The SECRnAHY FOR ~\GHTCcLTcRE: You 
moan that we should compel co-operative 
companies to sell thronf(h co-operative 
channels? That is very drastic. 

Mr. WALKER: I honestlv believe we 
should do that. There is noth{ng to prevent 
the factoric•. from coming together. putting 
five members on a board of control. and 
forming a distributing company here of our 
own-we need not have anything to do with 
any company alrendy in existence-and we 
could cut out all those nwn who arc living 
on the dctirymen at the pre:<ent tin1c. That 
would save at least £50,000 a yew. 

The S£CRETAHY FOR ~\GHICCL1'l nE : The hon. 
member for Bulimba would not like that. 

Mr. ·wALKER: There are other things 
'' c ought to do. \Ve ,ought to sco that under 
our own organisat~ou w~ haYe a uniforn1 
syf:tcm of pa:y ICut. Tnerc is an cnonnous 
amount cf pett·· jectlow y bdo.; •:on tho 
different factories and quite 'a lot cf unnecoF­
s __ r_"":,· coin petition, when there sh: uld b ~ rwne 
exeept in rc·pcct o£ eflicicncv in tho factorv. 
\Ve also need a unif-_:rn1 SY~tr>rrl of dcliYc;..,­
of croa-n. Sorne ~On1panio~ vf-:ubsidi~o coachrc:, 
others do nd. Smnc pu:-· freight, and the 
article-" of -H';:ociatl<Hl of other~ d{) 1101- a:Iov~' 
thetn tO do ~0. rrhcn WO h__ YO factories t:iO 

cloc e tog_ thcr thn,t o11e j:5 prepared tu try 
to cru .h f:e other out. On the Xorth C Jn :t 
lino .YOU c en sec two buttPr factories trying 
to cru.·h <:!nothcr fact~n·v out. and ono o[ thcn1 
is lll[l kilJg a bout 2 ten'::; of bu~ ter per \V(~ck. 
T rcn lly believe that tl•c time' h" cc me when 
the GoYcrumcl t sl·o del LaYC' the po1.'.·cr to 
approve <Jr c thcr\vise of th:: erection of 
butter fnctoric., aud-\Yhat j lnorc-thrv 
shonld hu,vc the pov, ,~r to approYc or di ap~ 
prove cf the dcsig11 and th<~ n1nchinerv and 
everything cisc put iuto th0n1 1;1 order to 
hring then right up to drth.'. \Y·> can onlv 
get thon'ughly up to date by ]wYin·~'--I shall 
n·Jt }ll'( <:.urc--hut a Jvire: brcn:· ln to be r 
on the . . so th_._t they tll'() put up under 
bc:-;t cond1tl-ons. 

Th S· RF:T.\HY FOH AGRICtTr-t-nE: That is 
whc1·c the Cou.:cil of ~\gr1culhll'G 1.vill con1c 
111-111 civing· that advice. 

Mr. ,-\LKETI: Th"t;swhvib,licvcthc,e 
arc the ccw1cil coulrl c:arr'- out. Then 
take the bvo gr~<~ing-." th.,t arl' ":roi g o:1 at 
the t~rnf'. Th01'C' arc :-,olnPtin~ •s t y::o 
ancl • point.: of diffn<•ncc bct\Ycen the 
St •.b oud Fe<kral ~ ra.:l;•· "· Do !'CJH not 
think somcth~ng should bP donE' to t>top that'? 
\Ye pay a tax per bo\C to the 
Feclrr 1 to huYc our butter 
graded, jn addition to the- Stftte grading, 
whe:1 on~ grading \Y-oulc1 be "UHicicnt. 

Tho SF:r'RKT.\HY ron !\GnFTLTT:RE: \Vhot 
you want to do is to get the Coul:!try pnrtv to 
tell tho Federal Government. " Hnndc oi !" 

l\Ir. \VALKER: Thoro are big arguments 
on bnth sides. but thc•rc is ndhing to prevent 
the l\I'ni tor or the Conncil of Ap;rieulturo 
frorn getting to wod{ immedi11tr:>l:v And C{Pn~ 
ing to an a[rccmcnt with the Commonwealth. 

[21'11~. Walker. 

\Yo rc~cognise that the Comn1onwcalth must 
look after tlw export quc,.tion. nnd that the 
State should be able to clcal ith the farmer 
for fault·,, that may be cktect•_'cl Per;onally, 
I like the State graclcors Ycry much. bocr.usc 
I follow them and thcv do \"crv excellent 
\\ ork. but the two •ds o"f gmder-, ·are almost 
;·g-htin,!=" an1ong thern~elves. So'"lctirnc::) one 
\Yill not allow the otlwr on thP Aoor. and in 
an~y ca~e the farn1cr has to pay dou bh~ what 
he should pay. I hope one of the fir t things 
the council will <~O y:ill lJC to stop this silly 
ll11sino s. \Ye al:-o need to colltrol tho Go­
\"Crl~~ncnt to e. certain e~tent as to where 
thee· estnbli:,h their cold stcrc'. At the prc­
~cnt time an elnboratc building. costing 
£200.000 or £300,00~, is being built •.t the 
I!mnilton, and CY';~ry rnEin Tf'IWC" C"nting the 
dairying indu.;try at our f'Onferc·· •e dis-

approYed of that site. Had the 
[5.30 p.m.] coUJccil l ,•en formed ot thrrt par­

ticular tirnc-, thcv wou hl have­
insi led on the Government· placing those 
:,tores on a n1orp suitablP site. 

:\Ir. :VloonE: The Government will take no 
notice. 

::'vir. \Y.\LKETI: \Vc muc,t vivo the Govern­
ment a trial. 

2\lr. Moom: : Thev had all the corcmanics 
con1ing do\\·n ach~isi'ng the1n beforchan~L 

;\lr. \YALKER: The: constitution of the 
council "·ill be such that it will keep the 
GovcrrnrlGnt under control. I recognise that 
the Government will be ovcr-reprc: entcd on 
the counril. There i-J no occasion for them 
to have five· or sl~:: nominees; I think three 
would be quite cuflicied, and then no harm 
could be done. If the GoYrrnmeut arc rca.Jh~ 
~iuc n~. theY will imrncdiatcly re duce th'6 
nurr:bcr of their rcprc':,cntativ( ·-. I <1:-'kc·d a 
quc~tion th~s afternoon re·TarJl1:g the income 
t -x_ pa;d by ro~opcratlvc baron, chcc--.e, and 
butter factories. I ycr.v r-mch regret that 
the Pre1nier \\·as not to gi VL that 
infonnation, fer re L1.8n:; known to him-
.-:;(~lf. I have kno\\'11 that for o~no ronsider­
ablr time thu-e concerns huv, bc·cm p~ying 
an norn10~1 ; a1nonut of ir:corno tD-x:. I ant 
givrn to understand that, although they have 
tried repeatedly to stop it. the co-operative 
eo. 1panies ha\"e been cbligcrl to P""-' into the 
Trca,urv about £50 000 in the form of income 
tax. It~ i; a big- tax on us. At the present 
titnc. for many rpasoll ! we \vant that rnoney. 
Co-opc~r,~tivc- cornpan-i( ':I .,hou1-d never be taxed 
in the forrn of inronw tax, fer the simple 
rea ·1n tJu1t thc~y arc not profit-tna king- con­
c·rns, their objvt being to rdnrn to the 
fanner or the proclucc'l' C\'Cl'ything obtained 
from hi3 product. The· Lcrrn(t ls taxed on 
h's income C'Ycrv vcr1r. That js onlv fair. 
\Yt' ha.vc tried rc;pc:~t-ccllv to ohtai"l additional 
CLlp:ta1 for po.rticulc'!.r wCwkR. but have failed 
to g·ct it to the 0'. tent we wonlcl like. If you 

t new •. 1aehinc·ry you have to apy)eal 
t-0 1-ho s _:ne le\ ::d old 1.!1U1 CVf'l'V tin1c 

tn t up ~c; in·--onlin;1 rs' or "Jf"i~rcntjaL 
\Y c put -a maximum divid0nd of 6 
per on preforcctia.l ",ct<p. In ~ome 
cusrs, <'ompanics do not pay anythin~ i~1 the 
shape of interest or1 orclinarv scrip, becau~e 
it is a work of love for the farmer. who 
r:•cogniecs what a tm·ribl • loss it would be if 
the companies were done a\vay with. I sug­
vcst that this council should stronglv recom­
mend the wiping out of the income tax in 
regard to the truly co-operative ccnrorns, for 
the rea-on that we cannot gct additional 
capital to carry out improvements. We not 
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only v. ant impron'mcnts, but we want to go 
in for addition•.. Take the bacon factory of 
which I have the honour to be chairman. 
\Ye want about £15,000 to put up additional 
maehine!'y so that we can trLat the farmers' 
cattle. ~Vo have appealed, during tho last 
month or two, for £3.000 to £4,000. We 
have obtained that monev, but wo have 
reached a deadlock. What' a boon it would 
be to Queensland-what an 0normous amount 
of money would come into the country-if 
\\·c '11:erc allowed to go into the tinning indus­
try, even if the price of cattle i·· low! vVe 
can make a success of it; we have alrE'ady 
done so. The Bill, if amended, should be a 
particularly good Bili, and should meet the 
requirements of the farmers. H is no use 
the Government adopting the' tactic· the 
Premier adopted when he indintod that all 
a1ncudmcnt3 had to con1c frorn his ;:;ide. 
That is not pla.ring the game. I am pro­
pared to go with the GO\·crnmcnt, or against 
them, as my con•ci<ence dic-tates. Other hon. 
members should be in thP same position. 
Let this be a non-party affair. It will make 
for the smooth >Yorking of tho Bill. Lot us 
remember that ag-riculture is the greatest 
industr:.· in any part of the wodd. If we 
can send out of tho countrv material in the 
raw or finished state and gc't back for it the 
money which we have a right to got and 
which we would get, we shall reduce taxation 
and create an enormous amount of employ­
ment for those who are nn0mplo:·ed at the 
present time. 

Mr. DUNSTAN ((;pmz;il'): I have very 
much pleasure in supporting the second read­
ing of this Bill, which. I think, will give 
effect to what can be honestly dc'cribed as 
the big idea in the hi~tory of production iu 
this State. Kothing indic"l2s with greater 
effect the importance of this Bill than the 
fact that the Opposition aro seeking to decrY 
it, and at !he sa1nc time ar0 trying to cJairn 
credit for ha.-ing thought of it fir,t. All we 
havp obtained up to the present in this 
debat0 from the majority of members of the 
Oppo· it ion is. not a concerted police·, but 
mcrelv a confuspd state of mind. Tho leader 
of the; Opy;o ition merely took up :·n attitude 
of suspicion and distrust. 

J\lr. BEBDINGTON: Can you Tondcr at his 
suspicion? 

1\Ir. D'CKSTAN: But the loader of the 
Opposition, m his conceitPd claims with 
regard to the ongin of this nH~as~no and his 
arrogant rcfcrcnc< ~ t0 tho PrcmJCr and the 
Government, had all the self-assurance of the 
fabled rooster that thought his crowing made 
the sun ri,;c. I know thorn are country 
reprC"·Cntativc•s on th" other side who wiil 
hoartilv sunpoet this Bill-the "dinkum " 
counb·;, rein·,•scntati.-es, I think we might 
dncribc th<•m; but the others, including the 
leader of the Opposition, find themselves at 
present on the pitchfork of ,, dilemma, try­
ing to decide on which prong it is least 
unplc .1 ·ant to be impaled. First one decries 
the Bill; then another condemns it; a third 
wanb it aJten•d; still another sa,• s that it 
is part ot their platform, or part of the 
Labour platform; 11·hilo anothc•r claims 
advantages both for and against it. Then, 
from a welt"r of words, the hon. member 
for Pittsworth emerges, like a molehill in 
eruption. with the statement that this should 
be a scheme of a Fc•dcral character. and 
that, anyway, it is a forrn of nationali"a!.i?n. 
All that we have got from the Opposrtwn 

in this debate has Lccn a mistv mixtnrP 
o~ political YillJOurir:gs wrapped u up in a 
cloud of fHnoke. SodlP of tbc,n. too, SPCITl 
to think that tlwv can move industrial moun­
tains with an cp;thet or solve political prob· 
!ems with a sneer. A g·ood deal has been 
saiJ by some hon. members, including the 
leader of the Opposition and the hon. rnem· 
ber for Burnott, to the effect that the 
appointment, of organi,ers who have boon 
sent round tho country districts to enlighten 
the farmers in 1·cgard to this schmne, which 
is for the boncfi t of the farmer·· themselves, 
have boon of a pattisan political character. 

Mr. CoRSER: I did not say an:ythin~ of the 
kind. I read a statement from the " Courier," 

Mr. DUNSTAN: That has boon the argu­
ment-that there was somethinc; of a poli­
tical character in the appointment of thc6e 
organisers. If there wore any force in the 
argument, it would load one to Leliove that 
they wore all supporters of the Government 
who took on this important work of educat­
ing the farmers in connection '' ith this 
schome. As a matter of fact, we know that 
that is not so; we know that po:itica[ par­
tisanship did not entrr into the contract at 
all. The hon. member for Burnett read 
from the " C'ourler " a charge against the 
::Vlinistor of partisanship in connection with 
the matter. This is the reply of the Sr·cre­
tary for Agriculture to that charge, w.hich 
the hon. gentleman has handed to the Press 
to-clay-

" Replying to the criticism appearing 
ill ye ·tE'nluy':::; 'Courjer,' alleged to 
have been made by l'vfr. Thomas \Valms­
ley, of the Ath<erton district, a-rainst the 
appointment of l'vfr. Harvey Jure! as 
one of the orgrmisers of the QueeEs[and 
Prin1ary ProducPrs' Asl3ociation, Mr. 
Gillie' said that neither the administra· 
tivo con1mittce, "\Y,llo rccomn1endcd, nor 
the Government, who appoinhd, the 
organisers need make any aJoology witL 
regard to the personnel of those 
orga.rnscr8. 

"'I do not know :Mr. \Vrt!msley,' con­
tinued l\1r. Gillics, 'but I do know, 
having been the provi~ional secretary 
of the Athcrton Co-opcra tive Butter and 
Bacon Company, Limited, and having 
sold the first share in that company, that 
:\1r. \l'almslov, who is apparently now a 
director of the company, did not assist 
to <'~~<lbli~h i·L ns 1\fr . . ] 'Tc1 (1icl no::.~ i~ 
he a pioneer selec~or of the district. 

" He appears on tho Eaeham roll for 
the first time in 1919, in which year he 
apparently leased some land in the dis­
trict. Since then ho appens to have 
acquired some further property. 

" l\1r. ,J urd, on the other hand. may 
be numbered amongst the selectors 1vho 
pioneered the Atherton Tableland. He 
is one of t,ho most succe"fd and popular 
men in the whole district, has been asso­
ciated with practicall,,- every movement, 
1.vhcthr•r co-operative or other ·:iscl for 
the advancement of the district. is a 
member of the Shire of Eacham, and at 
the last. election was returned third 
highe6t on the list out of nine candidates. 

" He is ono of the provisional .c[irect?rs 
of the North Qneensland Co-operative 
Bacon Company. Limited, and ha~ acted 
as chairman of that company m the 
absence of the chairman of directors. 

111 r. Dtmstan.] 
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"From this it is appfLrent thfLt Mr. 
Jurd possesses the confidence of his 
fellow-settlerG in the district, and, in my 
opinion, is well fitted for the position 
with which he has been entrusted. 

" It ill becom< s Mr. \V a l mslcy. oo· any­
one else, to raise the question of pol_itics 
with regard to this matter, cspeCJfLlly 
as quite a number of those \Yho have 
been appointed org:wisPrs, and who are 
also. in mv opinion, w<'ll fitted for the 
position, h~ve been a"•ociatcd ···ith P:'l:ty 
politics in the past-rrnd not the politics 
of the present Administration. 

"Mr. \Valmslcy is entirely wrong in 
wha,t he savs about J\Ir. I'urccll. because 
l\iir. Purcel! is a member of and _,v_as 
present at the meeting of tho admmJs­
trativc committee .hc•·e :\Ir . .Jurd and 
the other organiser" \V( n~ npprovcd ?f 
and rccommc ndcd to the Governor m 
Council for appointment. 

"As showing how carclefs Mr. \Valms­
lev is abont focts, :\fr. J·amc, Pm· cell 
in.forrns me that the gentleman .who _was 
entrusted with the rc~Dmmcndrr t10n wncd 
?vir. Purccll recommending 'T r. J urd. 
and fnrth<'l'. it was i\11'. Purccll himself 
who proposed Mr .. Jmrl for appr;intm:nt 
at th~ m;; ting of the adrrumstratlYO 
comnuttee. 

The p:;_~_E1IIER: I-I car, hral': 

The SEr'1F.1'ARY FOR ~\GR1CTL'n;w : The'_ hon. 
nH'l1lbcr for Bnn10tt ::-:honLl l'O\Y a~HJ1o~:q-

l\lr. ConsER: r['hc ::,_~:·ni:-;;YC'l' c.:Loullt \Vl'1tC' 

to Atlw::·ton n1Hl gP1 tb~~ tlH:-;_·e i o 
apologise. I only read the m the 
;, Courier." 

'1-,he SECP.ETAHY FOI{ \GRTCTLTI~E Von 
. ought to be rFhan1cd of yoursdf. 

]\.Jr. DUJ'\ST,\N: Tlmt cffPctiYl'l'~ tli !~"·"'s 
of thn argtunc;lt that ~her0 \Vas an.v. pnrb::;.an­
sbip in conned ion \vJth thf' apponltrllcnt. 

:i\Il'. J\1oom;: It does not dispn'" of it at 
ail. 

:\111-. HCJ'\ST~\J'\: Ho:J. mcmlwrs 
a :'l' alJncr, eel b-cenu:;:e they ·did Dot. g.:·t the 
wen of f}v'ir 0 .\'Il lJOlit,ical kidru-.-, r·ho~en. 

:\ow, it is signific<tut ',~·hih~ tlH' 
=-'Jationallst party h:1vc -dw 1an·d that 
they reprPscnt countrv and r·ou:;t rv 
l1.tcrc_t~ as -Ncll as, if not b<•ttL'l' than. th·, 
Countr,- }Ftrty, thPr ha.YP r.._;nmlnc•d eo.­
:.;;piruous]y silcn~ on thi;;;. nlu:tsurc. 

:VIr. Cos·rELLG: They will talk l.ct.c•r. 

:VIr. DuXSTAN: Is that silence due to the 
fact iJ1ac tlwv believe that the best so1n' ;on 
of the nrodu~:crs' problc'rn is the n•ntoYnl of 
the i:ickCts frorn tho raihvay trucks containi11g 
ccnsignors' produce? Or is it thr~t they 
beJieyc that the .-cry lJ"st polir~- for the 
priu1ary proc1uccr, in his I'l.,_lation to the 
rniddlu11an, is

1 
tD a,d_o:..-,t as his . mottc_J t,~? 

o'ld ndagn tnat ' rgnorr! nee IS ulrs : 
Happily, the mcccss of this scheme depccnds 
uot u~J(nr hon. rnc111hcrs oppositP but HllOll 

the fanners thcn1sClYc ,. 1 orn C'f'rtain, con­
sidcrirw the rcmarkabl" intN0st rhct the 
schema has ctousocl in all countrY clish·icts 
and the ·wide pyoacl sup110rt it hn.'s l'l'('f'iYPd 
frcrn farmers \vho arc not political supporters 
ol the GoYcrnmont, that the schc'me is a><Ul'cd 
of sneces,3, and v ;n heing about one of thn 
g-rcatr-st rnovcmcnts ever heard of in the 
do.-olopment of the primary industries of this 
State. I particularly welconH.,_ this rnea~uro, 

[Jfl'. D11nstr:n. 

hoc:ausP, \Vhen speaking on the .::\ddrc in 
Hcpl,,, !a-t seSJion, I said--

" \Vhcthf•r hon. 1Yl0tnbers opposil like 
lt or not~ there is a n1oYe:nc,::t throughout 
the St ltc and throvglwut ..c\u,,trali~t in 
th0 ihrection of natimml crg-uni.-Jat-ion; 
either b.v State rPgulation a-nJ control 
or by a~'"'o~ iation v~-ith co-op(:ra1 iY<~ bodic.,. 

I believe• t]H' tinte ha~; ar 1·iv._d for 
better relations lH·hn'( 11 thL' ~Oll~Ulllf'r 
a:1d the nroducr·r. tlt(' iudustriali: ... .t~ in 
the citv arid rhe 1na11 on the l<.uHL [ hold 
titat. t'hcrc is n y._:n ( lo:--t- idt'IJtitv of 
interC'st bct\vccu t,h(: \\'(nkl'l'S ~~·crwl·aJly 
a.Hd the p1·itnary prodncCl'"'. Tn iudus-
lria1i~t.;; ha-\~c to rcco •ni~e that farn1cr 
1s it1cd to a fair ;)ricp for product, 

tlutt an cfiort · · !Onld be' :nadc to 
~tnlrili~<~ price~. But th1; far 
h A to recogni:-:c tlt<: t 
fot· an abnormallv 
product for· !tollH'. 

of \\ orld's vur·it wh(:n 
to r· cognise 
pr1r;t·s are low. 

L;.,jc}v the dair\-rnPn ]1 tYL' been l_'CC't~i~.Ting 
od·· ·7cl. a lb. for but' wl1ile rrt the 

,n\c ti!ne the rPh~il priu· buttc>r to the 
cor:-;u:ner \\'a...; 1 'id. tH'l' !!J. ~\s iud1cativo 
oi the rcadino.~.'i of t-hl' t'Oli"llll1L'!' to bear 
a rea and ut!i1'unn orir '. \\·~~ ha\ c th 
fact in no cnsc hrS bccu anv 
protcE.t {rorn tlJC cnn:-UllH'J' r the' r< ta,{l 

of ls. 7d. por ~b. \Yt• nl·o haYo the 
that tlwro ha:3 lH't·ll no l'Psc•ntntc·Ht and 

by th~· eo: ~tlruc:rs in thi,-- StatL' 
pcty-ing 6d. lH:r lh. fur ::;ug·ar. The 

i_H:ople of this Stat c, or Lhe cOilSUlncr-:; gPnor­
alh', rcf'ognic:o tha't tltat price wa~ fixed 
j~l onlcr to staLili::.c OD(' of otu· 1110,;- 1tupor­
Ltnt i:ndn·,tries, and to f:f'. tll'U the suc·cc.:;, of 
a whiLe, labour industry. 

I l: -,lieve that c_ n'rv fair-1ninde(1 a.nd Ullprc­
jncliccU ~nan within 'Or wltl1o11t: this Cha~~tbcr 
,,ill admit that this ~h,, tw i,, di,'irwui,hcd 
h~· broad yisjon a11cl trlH' 
n~'an~hip a~~ \vt'll as 
und t.lu1t it will opeu 
priruary producing 
TlH' good work aircad. 
with Olll' co-operati\·e bCJdic:'·' cheese, 
and Lacon fr,r;torit's. itt the pccia.l 
frn·it ti"ain: and otht•r tnu1--it arl'all9:l'JnPLts 
;c~cun'd by the FruitgTO\Yer .. ' ._\~,_.oc·iabon, are 
all well kno\,., n to hon. m •tnbt'r:~, and the 
di-icac\- of that kind of or~:·arli~~ahon will be 
aJulittc.,_d by CYPl',VO!lC, rrlw SpCPCh dr livcr,•d 
lJ,, the hon. uwtaber for Cooroora ~tu~~ds out 
iYt remarkable distin' ti<Jn as an ilLlicatlc'l of 
the• sC'YPnnwc of policiC's rC'}lJ"(':::·:nt-:d by hon. 
rne1nbC'r~1 opposite. In fact }t C'Vt·n \Vent fur­
ther than a lot of the ,,tah•nwnts mud" on 
this side in faYom· of natiomdi,~ation of the 
mean~ of p1·oduction in this Statr>. Son1e 
o£ the hon. rneinhor's argun1cnts 1~·cre par­
ticularly sound_. especially as to the u~ck-;;s, 
foolish, and unnccc·gary competition that is 
going DH at the presc~nt tiu1e ainong·st co­
operatiyc Lodies. 

;}fr. BEBBIXGTON: \\'o h:iYC lwen :fighting 
that for years. 

Mr. DUNS'l'AN: I hope the advisory 
council. if it do<'s nothing else. will go a 
long wa:i- in the elimination of that useless 
kind of competition, and will also do its best 
to remove tho tendency that now prevails, 
especially in the drrirying imlustrf, to over­
capitalise the industry by the duplication 
of butter factories. It must be remembered 
that this BiiJ not only orgaHi;;es the producers 
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from the producing side, but also provides 
machiner'' for effective co-operation at the 
selling end, That, after all, is one of the 
main factors that will proYide for the success 
of the producing industries in _Queensland. 
We have only to take as an mstance ~he 
cotton-growing scheme that is now bemg 
fostered in this State with every promise of 
success. I do not think anv hon. member 
ot•po,ite will g·ainsay the fact that there 
would be Yerv little hope of effcctiYP devC'lop­
ment in the 'cotton industry, were it not for 
the fact that \Ye have an organi\.ation at 
the selling end, 'l·ith the co~opcration of 
British Cotton Growing As-ociations and the 
guaranteed price of cotton by the Queensland 
Government. That b(•ing so. it is all the 
more apparent that thc.-e is the grcato-•t 
need for a. Bill o£ this kind. whic-h will 
bring into close associati-on v.·ith the schcn1c 
the lcgislati\ ' rnachiuer.v. the expert hcili­
tie-.. and the ckpartmental actiYitie:· of the 
Govcrnrnent. tog(~thcr with their flnanc:ial 
HS3ishmce. The farmc·· has well been 
described as the backbone of the country, 
and a combination of the b•wkbone and 
brains of the State y ill make for a new era 
of pmgrcss. and make the Queens] and pro­
ducers one of the gmatcst powers in the 
markets of the vvorld. VVe all recognis0 that 
the intorc,ts of th<' man on the land are 
interwoven \I ith those of tbe general com­
munit:v. Wo a]"~O recognise his hardships and 
disabilities. and I think, in a case of this 
kind, the Government and all the originaton 
of the present ide and the co-opm-ative 
bodies should push fonvard this scheme for 
the good of our State ancl o£ ihc producers, 
nnd fo1· the b0nefit of all our induE;tric,;, so 
that not only hero, but ri~ht throug-hout the 
Commonwealth and in the markets of th0 
\Yorld, onr effective organisation will be felt. 
It is a matter for regret that th<we is any 
diversit~7 of opinion iu regard to a measure 
of this kincl. I si'JCerclv hope that there 
will be exhibited more of that spirit of co­
operation on ,,hich hon. members opp0sitc 
arc so prone to dilate amongst thomsclvc-', 
and more agrcernC'nt with the Governrnr-Pt in 
building up the fabric of the structure which 
we seck to erect for the benefit of the man 
on the land. This bi'~ idc1 .. framed in effec­
tive organi,,ntion, stren::;thened bv State 
a.'"istance, and im bucd ~with a siouJt of 
patriotic ambition and end0avour to belp our 
prin1a ry industric·~. 1vill, I am Rnre, open np 
a ncvi.- era· of production, dc.-.clopnH'nt. and 
prosperit_v in l.luconsland, such as the State 
has ncYcr seen before. 

l'vir. FLETCHER (Port Curt:,): It is with 
pleasure that I rise to support thi:o BilL 
I recognise that the main principle" {)f the 
Bill 1nrry po'·3ihly bu of grPat bcnctlt to the 
farming community. I b· lic•vc:> it tc1 be a 
fine s~-~~tcn1 of orgnni~ation. and. if the 
amendments forC3hadowed lw the leader of 
the Opposition arc carried, it vYill. I believe, 
be a vcr:,- ~ound ll1PDsnrP iJJdPecL and, pro­
vided it is properly controlled, the benefits 
accruing to the farn1inq- indu~trif'~ nut.y bt: 
very hc'lpful. But, of course, it depends 
entirely upon how it is controll,,d as to what 
those lwneiits will be. This is not a new 
system. In America it has been '''ry largely 
utilised. with a fair amnnnt. of success, and 
in England, in tho years 1919 and 1920. there 
was a rnenf'nrc of a similar type introduced, 
but "·ith moro far-reaching powr•r,;. Afkr 
that schoon" had been in opcr ·tion t\\'oln' 
ntonth~ it had to be withdravdl OY·:ing- tr) 

economic pressurB n1aking it impossible for 

the scheme to be carried out. That will not 
apply here, became the object, arc somowhat 
different. But, if we follow the e>une CDursc 
th;ct was followed in England, and tr:· to fix 
prices and arrange pools, and such like, to 
any large extent. then the economic effect 
1na.y force a si1nilar position. This organisa­
tion i-: 1nuch the same as th.c-, schcrnc to over­
come the effects of drought inc,ti+nterl in New 
South \Vales. which has not yot been pro­
per!. put into operation. I referred ~o the 
matt' r in tho Houce lnst year, and m the 
verv first spc('ch I rnadG in rny -electorate 
bd~rll I was returned to this Home I stat<'d 
to a gathering of farn1ers that some such 
organiuttlon as this \VC, abs:Jlutel:,. neco~-.;ary 
in their nwn interest.. Th;, [l •rty support 
the Inf'a:.:nrP bPcausc it is onr O'\Vll platforn1. 
\Vo haYl' di:::c11fmed si1nila.r schcrnes at our 
nlCC~~·invs, anc1 we hnvc al,<;;o prop-osed to intro­
dul'o c0n10 of the other Jnrasun·;;; that have 
b0on for0sha do wed in th0 Governor's Speech. 
Therefm:t~, then~ i:-:~ nothing ne\v ln what 
the Gov<•rnmcut propo ~8 to do ; but, they 
arc in ]10\Y.f'l' and c::J.!'l do tlnn:r~, w11crcas 
w•; nre jn oppositicn, and ca~l onl~: pprovc 
01_' dl~,approYe, If tho arnrndnlcnt forc­
slHtr1ow0d arc all { ._'.l'I'if'cl. I have _no £_ear 
of thi:" sch0me bPing- n~cd for thn nation~ lJsa­
tion of industt,,-_ bcnl!SP tho farme!·s ;vill be 
able to control it tlwmse]ycs, and ~t IS ver_y 
nec1 osar" th<tt the'· should control It. and It 
i;; also ,~crv ne( c.'-~ar.v that these amendments 
shonlri be 'Carrif'd. If th0se amendn1cnts are 
carried. th, Bill will be a plain. strai~ht­
fnrward one. Pprsonally, I do not behe:n' 
thoro arc anv ulterior· motives behind It, 
though there· is, of course, the politic:'] 
~ir.rnif1rElncc. I have advi"~,rrl thP farn1ers l!l 
1nv plcctornh" to support the 1n0asnre ~nd 
io.in up "-ith tht.~ orga,nisation, rr.cognis1ng 
that it '.-:ill be to their beneGt. 

The hon. m0mber fen· Rockhampton, _ >Yhen 
speaking last ni,,ht. s_aicl that I had tno~ to 
influcne0 the fanner:" 111 m;,r c]Pctorato a!;':nnst. 
the mt 1~ur0. I snY that ]:;i a11sol~lh'h~ Incnr­
rC'ct and nnh'Hf', Tn laPt s_l.Jnrdn:v'~-:; nunda­
lwrg "Dail,, :\'mys," ~h: hon .. m0ml:'e1' pub­
lished a. lr-tt T contamm.,. mr -lcadmg and 
DC'r~onal stntemenL concerning n1P. T~at 
l< tt~r la:·s the hon. nwmbcr open tn an arh:m 
at law. if I carrel to take n.dYantog-e o~ _It. 
T do not thi"k it is right that pcrsonrrhhes 
should be indul'Pd in. The pPoplc of my 
.Pl0rton1tP know that I ran b0 trn..,~·f'd tn do 
the rio;ht thir>g. nncl to <1Pn1 with them 
hon0-~lY, and thPv will kno1Y and Vi/111 nnder­
stnnrl that th<1 ~tatcments which the hnn. 
1nPn1brr has rnade nrc ahso1uLly untrut. 

Tlw PRE}!TER: You say ::·on dc>tl with them 
honestly? 

1\Tr. FLETC'HETI: Yes. and th''Y know it. 
too. 

r7 p.m.] 
1.-Ir. Fonnr.: T yra:-> rC'pl;Tin~ t.o a critlri.'-'rn 

of ~rours. 

:\h. FLETCTiER: Those ''~ato'·ne: h of i.hP 
hrm. !nPr:'"lhPr a.rf' nh-~lhd ··hT untrnc. Th..-v 
sho,,- that. t1H' hon. nH·n1 1 ~C'1' j,_, 11nrclln t:if". 

1\Ir. FOHIJE: He knmYs h0w io d0al with 
uJ1rclial1le men. 

i\Ir. FLETCHER: This superficiality i.' 
proverbiaL M'1kinn· ~nch attJcks on. n1e, 
v~·hcrc rn:v repntatlon is kno\vn, is not go1ng to 
do ony good to th<' hon. mcmlwr ,,-hen he 
stands for Capricornia. "~Nhen the hon. mcm­
b01' was sp0aking on thf' Bill last 1;ii!ht. h<1 
indulged in a mass of plahtude·1 whiCh takes 

Mr. Plctrher.l 
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us no\vhcre. There vvero no deductions drawn 
and no valuable advice ?"ivcn by the hon. 
member. Ik made a lot of statcnwnts which 
would kad the farmers to believe that far 
greater benefit will accrue tn them from this 
Bill than is at r Jl po-sibl0. That i.s not n fair 
thing. \Vo should hnve YllOl'C' ,r-:-cnnin'=' criticisn1 
fro:m a n1Pn1ber of Par1i·:H1Cllt. 

Mr. FoHDE: \Ye ncYor get it L·otu you. 

::\1r. FLETC'ITEH: I .mpnorr this Bill. I 
believe that. v hc'n wo co~nc_~ h'•ro \Ye should 
-criticise honcftly; if we b \li~vo 'in a thinP;, 
:Ye should ~a:· HJ: and. lf \Ye (l],,-agrec with 
1t, we shou1cl nl~o lc't Ot'l' Yl( ws be known. 
·with a f ·w modifictttions ··ml amendment· 
J belie\ C this \V ill bo ft YL'r•· 

1 

I wonld 1 ike to lTIPntion tli0 < 

to the Bill. In the first. place•, I would like 
ro sec tho J.[iui:-)tl,'l' l'L'Tlto\·ccl frorn i"IH' prc·"i-
dc:ncy or of tltt> Council of 
}\griculturc. and rnarL~ nou-pol1Lical. 
I think( that the ~tf-'r ,, ho is in ('hargp 
of the Dcp<.nt llH_·nt (Jf _,_\~.:'ricultun\ \Yil~:-·h ,,Y:ill 
huve to s~lllCtion any pronosal ~nbn1 itted lJ\7 

the council, ~hould not a-ct 2" dwirn1nn ~£ 
the Cou11cil of Ag1·icultur~'. Po..;~ib~v a~, chair­
man h(~ \ronld lH_~ apt to iufltH'llCf~ tl!t' co;_1.ncil. 
iJH?lH.~·~ pc'rhaps n \Yittingly; t]wn't'<>n' I 
thu:k Jt would be ruuch h, ~-d'J' fo1· him nnt to 
bo m the chair. lVIy scco11cl objection is this: 
I \\'ould likP t.o S(':-' thC> rai~cd to 
nine~ or eLP, "s the hon. nH .mbt'l' Cooroora 
has s~id, the nun1ber o£ G )YCI'IHUt-'!1t n:pre­
'l'lltah,c•-; reduced to three'. As thl' Bill f<tands 
the Government rcpresentati re::1 ca11 forn1 -~ 
qum:um and control the ,ituatio11. although 
po ,,bly only tcmporanly. I thmk th:ot is a 
:-iu[!,'gest_lon the 11ini~tcr 111ight act'('pt. Iu 
the th1rcl place, I do not think that the 
Cquncil of Agricnlturc should have such 
po\ver oy- r the local produrPrs' [l_s .. ociations. 
They should bo able to conrluct thPir own 
affairs \Yithout any dra~tic intcr:c~rence from 
the n1nin c ,1uncil in Brisbane. Fourthl" I 
think that the definition of " primary ~p-ro­
ducer " ~hould bn 1nore deariy statC·d, so 
as to ·exclude altogether on farms. 
Fifthly. I think that tho and the 
staff shonld be paid by lhc Gov<>rnment 
out of the Consolidatecl Rnvennc. and not 
from the Producers' A<,oociation Fund. Thcv 
arc really an adjunct of j he DcpartmPn't 
of Agriculture, and 8hould be, paid by 
the dcpartm8nt. The producers should not 
be charg-ed more than j., absolntclv neces­
sary. Tlwro will be ample ways of spending 
m~ney whhout paying GoYernrnPnt ofllcial"'· 
I think that i·, an arrH'IHln10nt the 1Ilni~tcr 
might very well accPpt. I would further 
like to sec the date of dctcrminntion of the 
exist( 'lCf' of i"l1c provisional coullcil spccifted

1 

or a defi.nito ascnrance given. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1;LTURE: I cannot 
~ivo you any a")surancc as to thr datcJ but 
[ can g]vo =-ou an aS'JUl'<lflCC that thP c1oction 
of the Council of Agriculture will be brought 
about as soon as pof'.~ib:c. 

Mr .. FLETCI-IER: If the hon. gentleman 
can g1ve us some as:;:.ur<HlC'~ as to hovv rnanv 
months it will be, that will probably suffice. 
There arc othpr an1cndn1cnt~ \Y.hich wiJl be 
nocossar,y, but those aro the anH'ndrncnts \vhich 
rnost app£)al to n1e. The Gon:-rnnwnt ~::ty 
the council is to be non-political. but at the 
same time politics creep in. If the :\Iinieter 
is not the chairn1[tn, it HlPan .. that the furrncrs 
thornsolves ea n control the situni. ion, especi­
ally if the Govorrnnent reprt•sentatin_~s are 

lllr. Pl tchPr. 

rcduc0d. I think that tlw dir0ctor should 
occupy the chair. If the director has to be 
>oc,;ponsiblc for the succuos of thP ocheme, then 
h(~ ~hould gu-!,rL~ }.!.--; dP' tini0s. The rnost able 
man procurable should be obtained as director, 
and a big salary paid to him. It. \YOttl.cl be 
pr0fcrablc to have <1 rnan ·who lolO\VS so1n£> 
thing nhont prin1ary production, and \vho 
has considcrab1o org<:tnising ability. The suc­
cc:-s of the scheme dqwnd, ll)Jon the man 
whom \VC have nt the head of affrrir·" 

I spoke in fayour of this schcn1c in n1y 
olcct.uratc. The hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton will fine] my remarks r: portod in tho 
.. Gladstonc Observer." I 1'0( c)I!lmendPd tho 
farrncrs then• to select from thf~ producers' 
as~.ociations i,he Ycr· bc ... t n1cu to rcpr- '~Pnt 
them npon th" dishict coLmcil. lf :-ou got 
an :>.~~·grcgation of rrlc>n "\\ho arc rnt'l'C talkers, 
you will no':- go ,-l'l'~' fnr "'IYith this schc1nc; 
but, if ',-ou elect the best men from each 
as·-ociati~n, and the best n1ell arc selected by 
the {1i.c;trict councils to t:-,-o on the Counril of 
.. :\gricuHur '. YOU will ,do Fomc good. You 
w~nt n1C'n w.iti1 comn1o-:-· :-;en:,c, ;ncn. \, ho recog­
nise th.•ir dutv, and \rho know vvhcn a good 
pr-oposition is~ put to thc·m, for it is no use 
introducing unsound proposals. Yon \Yant 
ITlPYl \Yho arc unselfish. ThPre will be a 
diycr,.itv of irltf'IT3t in ench d1 tT1(·t counriL 
alH-1. un.\e"-8 YOU have lllCll f.Ueh a<.:. l have 1non­
t ioncd, you '·will probably ftnd them p:tddling 
th0ir ov: n canol ,, or the hl11UPS nf the indu:::-· 
tricf' in \Yhich they arc cn:;~c-ct1. instoad of 
considering the interests of all sections. The 
-v:ho:e thl11g vvill cnll in sn1okf' unlr 'Js \YC have 
the YPrv b~: ·,t nH'n aYrri1ab1P. 

Mr. i<'oRDE: The fanners \Yil! sec to that. 

Mr. FLETCHER: lt is our duty to point 
out the dangers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: You have 
not got a very high opinion of the farmers. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER: There arc men who 
fire DH)re talkers arnongst the farn1ers, but 
you have very good m on amongst them; 
you haYo tho "'an1c thing evcrywh£~rc, and you 
get it in Parliament. For this schmno to be 
mccpc,-.ful. a·-. we all hope to sec it, you must 
have good men. There mqst. uaturally, 
be difficulties at the initiation of the scheme, 
but as the schem"" develops those dii!1cnl­
tics will be removed. For inotanco. in my 
district thoro arc already complaints about 
the district council being situated in Rook­
hampton. I have pointed out to the people 
there' that as the sclH_'Hle dev!;.•]ov~ such a 
disability as that will be removed. It may 
be IlE~~essary to increase the nu1nbor of 
di-.trict councils from fiftopn. The farmers 
should not expect too much from the scheme, 
as its possibilities arc li1ni tcd. During the 
rwxt few rnonihs, before tho next ensuing 
election, they n1ay get a lot of things 
granted to them which, in the ordinary course 
of oveuts, they would not got, because the 
Covcrnn1ent ar.] naturally anxiuu~ for noliii-
cal p-urpo;"CS for the sch~!1nn be .a s~~cess 
and fer tnc fartncrs to 1t. _t.he/ 
want to get the support of the farmers at 
the next election; thercforP. they would lJ<' 
prone to give them more than they would 
o·iy(~ thern uudPl' ordinatv circum~ta!;r.·f'~. The 
farmc'rs \Yant to take that point into con­
sideration. Th<O\' want to look further, and 
sec what the conditions are going to be under 
ordina1·v circumstances v,-ithout an election 
in sigh( The J\Tinistcr, in speaking on the 
second reading and also at the introductory 
stage, referred to the Bill as " emancipating 
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the farmere." "'ow, that is extravagant 
language, because it 1vill not do anything 
of the sort. It cannot pos,ibly <'mancipate 
~he. fanncrci. It Js rni:;;lcacling to ~-cty so. and 
rt ts v run;;- tu le cd tho farmers to believe 
that tlHJ~,- arc going to get rnuch rnorc fl·orn 
this rrwasurc than is po~"iblo. Thov \\·ill 
still have (o work hard; thev will still bavo 
difficulties to contenJ with l'n the shape of 
bad seasons and fluct.nating nrarkets. So it. 
is wrong to rnidcad thorn. and to lot thorn 
i1naginc thnt the.' arc goir1g to be led jnto 
a sort of paradise. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGHJCCLTURE: I diu not 
sugg.-:ot that the] should sit down and do 
nothing. 

l\lr. FLETCHER: But vou s ·id that tho 
Bill \-;ould (·nrancipute the· fanner, and that 
lt wonld giYc~ h!rn trcrncndou~ bencdits. It 
is 11ot po '"iblo to gin; the f<:1n.wr trcrncn­
dC!us bcnc!it The ];nv of ""!ll'ly rtnd demand 
1nl! oppL. no matt,,r \chat .· OLt do. 'l'ho 
more you try to intl'rfero ''ith the ltnv of 
,~;uppl~ n nd dc'rna.nd, the rnorc \Yill it bcconiL' 
like a LootTterang in its cffC'd. The failure 
D[ the ~~11gli~h Act \.as due to trying to 
nverco1nc the l ',\Y of .:,Upplv alld dmnand and 
it haLl to be abandorwd. Thttt ,, ill' not 
apply here, hcc.tU'·C rny vic:w is that the rnain 
pro\'j:-:ions of this nrca:-1t1re arc to a:sdist tho 
farntcr·s iu lccal afTai1 ,. So far a8 rnarket­
ing i:::; concerned, tho scope of the ::chen1e is 
qult(' lir1.1it' ,1, though, of course, it will be 
~1elpfuJ, C.:_~ccially in tinH';::; of dcpn ~Fior. lt 
IS nut pos ;blo, in n1y Oj)inion. to fix pricc-3 
locally. You cannot give hig·h prices or 
~ornt pool,., except .a: a tcn1porary expedient. 
if we attempt to form pools and lake no 
notice of the law of Ltppl;' and demand, 
the cffcc£ n1ay be Yery niuch worse, in the 
long run. Therefore, it .is '\'fong to load 
farn:er" to bc1ic-,ee that they al'O going to 
re-eclYe trcrnt.'lJ.dotL~ bonPiits frotn the schenH~. 
\Vo can help thorn, of course. iu tirncs of 
doprcsion, but that is all. I believe the 
rn~tin Jnty of the council will be to de.1l with 
local affair,,, such as the cousNvation of 
fodder, water conservation, and such like. 
I see that there is prm·ision maue for form­
-ing conunittec<.:;. Comn1ittcos 1nu v be forn1ed 
from the Council of Agriculture to look after 
differe-nt duties, and a fodder conservation 
committee -honld be one of those sectional 
committees. They '"ill also have to provide 
~toragc facilities, and go in for co-operative 
effort for the purchase of implements and 
farm material general!, , ancl for establish­
ing co-operative factorio·). Tran3port facili­
ties will al~o have to be in1proved, and com­
mittees can deal with improvements in herds 
and cream-testing. and gi\-P oneouraaoment 
fo1: .11cw indu:-;tric'', such as sub~.1disir7g pig­
ra!Stng for export. The council can also 
1nako provision for experimental .:tations 
·deal ·with educational n1attc1's, afsist in find~ 
ing nc\'l rnarkc~3, and act in many other 
direction- for the benortt of the man' on the 
land. These will b(' the rr1ain avenues in 
whi('h th(~ council will ·work. _.,\ft,,r having 
considered all the diffc•rent schem<' for the 
different districts, emanating in the first 
place fron1 the local producers' associations, 
the main council will co:nc to the Govern­
rnPnt, and it is the Govc:rrnncnt. really, that 
"'.Nill 3flnction or otherwise any scbr n1c brought 
forward. Therefore, there must be a sympa­
thdic Administration behind the scheme. The 
farnH'l'S will nrrturall~-- kno1v where they 
otand. so fc·r as the Country partv is con­
corned, and they can be a:- •ured at all times 

that they will get a fair deal from members 
of this party in regard to ~very s~::n1nd and 
practicable scheme that "'ll assnt them, 
because \Ye know that. when we arc ass1sbng 
the farn1ors, \YC arc irr1p1·oying tht~ \vcl_faru 
of the whole community at tho same ttme. 
'Thn bigg·l'~t factor~ in thu farming cornmu­
njtr's life and \vclfarc an~ overH_a markets 
and seasons. \Ye aro ·U·:poudent almost 
cnt1rol v on the over _.cas rnarkets for the 
disposal of our products, and tho council 
can do very little in that respect. If thcrP 
i~ a big }~rice at home, \VC "hall . ¥"et _tho 
advantage of that bi~· price; but, 1f pnccs 
arc io1v, the-n the farmor, will uot do :'::> well. 

The Prorr1lcr, \Yhon outlining this schmno at 
Laidley, rnadc an un· dund statement.. l-Ie 
c'tid that a -·imilar ocheme had born mtro­
due;;d in An1crica v;,-ith the Inost b0noficial 
J'csults, and that what they could achieve in 
An1erica \'YC could achieve here. But thoro 
is no ana1ogy between An10ric.a. and Quoo~s~ 
land in this matter. for tho rcacun that tn 
"'.moric-, practically all the primary pro­
ducts are consnn1ed in .\n1crica, and they 
can. therefore, control the bu.-lnes fron1 tho 
gro\,·er to the consun1Cl'. In this country it 
is quite differ2nt. bccanso v;·e have to depend 
011 the ovcrs('a markets for the d1sposal of 
the greafcl' proportion of our prirnary pro~ 
ducts. The onh exception is suga!'. and, .t~,~' 
I said before, it js poniblP to stabilise thr~ 
ug:-Jr industry, jnst as the other prollucts a:r:e 

~tabilis(~d in _\.m0rjca. bt.:( lU:-:if' wr· consun1o It 
all in Australia. \Yhen we have to depend 
Oil on;rsea marlu t.':'l it is d]ffcr('Dt. rrhercforc 
it is unwise, and not right, to tell thf' 
fanners that thPy can oxpc('t too n1ucb frorn 
thjs sehcrne, :=:o far a;:; rnarkots are con-earned. 

As far a, the seasons are concerned. we 
, an help the man on the land by providing 
for water conservation aTld fodder con:-:crva­
tion. but the big thing is to got good seasons. 
l'>othing will materialise, and no great benefit 
will come from the scheme, unless 1YC have 
a really good director 11·ith an efr!cient staff 
to deal with the whole scheme. Personally, 
I believe that it wol.lld be a good thin" to 
haYc compulsory membership. \Ye could have 
compulsory membership by every primary 
producer automatically becoming a member. 

The SECRETAllY FOR AcmccLTcRE: On the 
principle of preference to uHionists? 

Mr. FLETCHER: Kot at all. I am not 
dealing with unioni ·ts; I am dculing with 
farmers. If wo had compulsory me-mbership, 
it would eliminate tho possibility of politics 
creeping in. As it is IlO\\', it is quite pos­
sible for cliques to bo organised in certain 
districts. and that will make it more or less 
political. If a 11 the farmers wore members 
of the organisation. then that would be elimi­
nated. It would then be Yen much simpler 
and morr' satisfactory Jl ron.nu. The mem­
b8l'ohip foe need on!~, be m1all, bccaus9 I do 
not '!-ee IYllPro nny grenJ expense is go1ng ~o 
be incurred. The director should be patd 
from tlw consolidated revenue. If the council 
are going to pay a publicity ag-ent £600 .a 
~renr, as the~· are doing tlt pr0~ent. and rf 
that is going to be paid from the produce;'s' 
fnnrl. then the farmer is going to pay heaYJly 
for it. I 1Yonld be YN.Y much against that 
mYself. Further, I think it "·ould be a 
mist<ke for the sectional organisations con­
nected with sugar. v. heat, fruit. and hutter 
to disband. I( mig-ht be Yorv beneficial for 
them to remain. The fnnctions of the sec­
tional organisations arc f1uite diffcrcnt.to the 
functions of this agricultural organisation. 

Jlfr. Plctchcr.l 
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:1'\ow, as to the reasons for the introduction 
of tho scheme. Is it because of the Govern­
ment's love for the farmer, or of a most 
patriotic desire to sec the country advance, 
irrespective of all other questions? 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR AGHIC'GLTUHE: That is 
just what it is. 

::VIr. FLETCHER: Ko doubt, it is partly 
n -;ponsiblo, but WOL!ld it not Le nearer 
ihP rr!rrl'k to say that the~ GoYernnH\ut, seeing 
that their power is waning. and seeing that 
they have to get fresh p,upport fi'OUl some­
whore, have introduced this .'chcrnc? We 
know that for the la et sc•von yea J , the Go­
YI'l'nrnont have been in pcr•. t'l:, and during 
that timP -.,q,~ had 1}18 H fo:Jd stunt.·' 
\"\.,._ kn{)W that tPrrninaied J;.;trow:;h~ in 
PY"r.v way, a1Hl no one an" lx)ncfit 
fro111 it, and, in adclitlon, t h·:~ Government 
lHtYC accnrnulated a trcrncnlkns nn1ou1d. of 
llcb 1_·. State enterprise as the next cry, 
and "8ocin1ism at "\York " .... aR the book 
published in support of it. \Ve know 
'What a tr:'mendous failure that \\',::..:;, and 
\Vh t a colos:"n 1 was to of nn blic n1oncv it 
inYolvcrl, causin12: he·1vy hn::~·ttion. \Vc kvnow 
how the f q·mrrs were robb 'd of their butter 
on two or thl'eo orcaslon,- rtlld were not 
po;·mitted to get thr fu 11 nricP for it. \V e 
ren1cmbf'1: the stock cn1har~!'O. th0 com­
L~andccring of meat, repndiation and ret~o­
spcctivitc~. and all the leo,-islation for the c1ty 
worker that has been proved to be abso­
lutelv unsound, becansP the citv worker, in 
'rite of all the legislation for his benefit. i, 
discnntonterl and diesat.isf1Prl. So bad have 
matters become thot tho Government have 
boon forced to brertk the pledge they made 
before last election and ask the ArLitration 
Court for a reduction of \\ages. Tho 
exigencies of the fina.ncinl position n1ay 
rkmand that. but it is n!l'e]"~ no' ri.-ht that 
tho Governn'lcnt should bn ak thl ir [)1fdp;c::;;, 

J'-Ir. KmwAN: You were dechd us a 
KnJionalist. (Government bughtor.) 

3Lr. FLETCHER : Bnt rtt <'loction tim" I 
said, in ro'pon e to que,tions. that, if elected, 
I would join the Country part:·. 'l'he whole 
elertoratc endor.scd n1y nction. ~\o pledge 
\Va, broken; it is a country elC'ctoratc. 

Thn PUE::\UER: If you had p;;n11i-::. io11, why 
not sit on this side? 

JtT. FLETCI-TER: l-Iayju:; r•c'll fwt the 
garru· lp. plr!y0d out in the eii.\· and that the:v 
arc going- to lotP seats thPn'. the GoYf'l'nment 
have turned to the countrv. The>· rrre arJle to 
do tha,t simply bccau,e O,f thP neglect Of the 
farmers nnd prlrnnry prodLCf'l'l"l during the. 
seven years of their rPign. Tlw field is open 
for ,fc~'n_•lopmcnt and organi-;at.ion, !tnd thu 
OoYernrnf'nt ha vc se on fit to take adYanta.:;c 
of it in the hopo of climbing back to power 
b\ getting suff-icient DH_\rnbf'r:" n:turncd from 
tlw countrv to out ha lance their Ios.,~' in the 
citic~. It i~ the growing po~,, er of the Country 
party that has forced them into doing it. They 
seo that. with the adv0nt of the C'ountry 
party, tbP"" hnse no chaPC'G of recoycring 
their po,ition, a.nd 'O they take up the 
Country party's platform in the hope that 
thov ,.-ill be able thcrobv to delude the 
farmers into supporting them. 

11r. Fonmc: Nonsense! 

:\1r. FLETCIIER: That is aLolut,lv •o. 
The hon. member cannot refute it. n' is a 
devcr move, I have no doubt, and thr: schcn1e 
the:v hnve bronQ;ht in is a YPry good one. as 
I h::tvc said. 1_'ho Prmnier was n,Jt here when 

[Mr. Pletcher. 

I said thut it as the Country party's plat~­
form entirely. All these matters have been 
discussed by them, even dm.-n to the Director 
of Agriculture. 

The PREMIER: ·where is the Country party's 
platform? 

Mr. FLETCHER: How crtn we do any­
thing \vhen we arc in opposition? Give UR 

1t chance to go~ over there and see what 
,_,o will do. :'\otwithstanding all that has 
gone by in the ]a,t seven 0 euc-and I do 
not suppose any Governn1ont in an~r .cou.ntry 
in tho world havo shown such lniCJUitous 
rnismanagen:ent as this Government during 
thoe.3 seven ye,us-tho party oppc-itc have 
the dfronter~ to ask thP .L1rmers to forget. 
I think it v~~ns when thr" Prornier outlin0d 
his scheme to Hw a· -:cm bled rcpruenta­
tins that he saicl. '· Ld tho do:td past bury its. 
dead." FanrY his saving· th -,t~·' Fo1·get all 
that ha•· gonU bl'for·o~; the sc~wrnc_; 
y.,Jte foT the Labour !"-for tJiat 1:-: 
whHt he IllPUllt. The furnw .::hould rf'~'ot:;·nise 
v.:hat rnlght happen in the future~. 'f'h(~ h.1 \T 

;. -·en what has bP An pcrrn1th'd b.v Govern-
rrlent in the past~nothing YCl':C _to 
this countr.Y; and they '''DDt to \vateh thC' 
future. It is only tho great n~tural 
r'~sonrvr::: of our State that have C'naLh•rl the 
conntrv to c:11Tv on, and thn fann· r-: need 
to bo ~ar<'ful for. fear that, if the Guv<!l·nment 
are returned with thl' help o: thi .. , schem0, 
they will rc·.ort to legislution very similar in 
nat;,ll'e to that frmn ,,rhieh we have' l"l!tiE~rod 
durin'!.' the lc1.::-1t SPY\'ll \\Tf kllO\V that, 
j.f tl11""- Q'f'1' tlH' nf the fp_nllPl'."l ·ufli-
cientl:v t; put them back. thPy may have no 
hesitation in turning them down ab~olutely 
and resorting to tlv-'ir rJatfonn .of soCialiFnL 

:l\Ir. BRAND: ColTI111l1n1·.m! 

I\Ir. FLETCHER: 'fhn platform of the part~ 
opposite i·¥. socialism. ~\1- th.r- o~._~,,br•r T .. b.o-.~r 
Col~Ycntion all thr--p r0.-:olnttm1·, \YCro C'1rnrd, 
a11cl the nf Ac~ion \Yas forPV{l. Tha1 
rouncil still in cx1strnrf'. and fron1 you1· 
kno\Y1E:dg" of tl1P p.trt.~·. 'r. Srca,l~er. 
vou kno\v that, yun a.rC' no.L ~10ar:ng 
~-f'1'V lllUf'h of their '--;jyit}(.·;. thal- IS JU~t tlw 
tirn'P •YlH'll t1H'~- tll'C JYl( [!( ivc SO that. thf> 
council plan"' 
for the of '~~v. havP 
not had from PrrntiPr nn:T -disa\TovYal (\f 
lllnt. ;;:ociali:-1tic l>latform. 

Thr Pnr<::.'.IIER: It i~ not ilt t 11(~ pla.Horru; 
it is the objoctiYe. 

J'-Ir. FLETCH!~R: As the hon. member for 
Dravton said, tho Pnemier has two pups­
one· :1 corr1munistic pup, and tho other a 
country pup; and._ Yi,·hr:n. be goF~. to ~he 
country. he takPs Ius country pup w1th hm;. 
rmd ,;~hen h•.> is in the cit~·. he has h1s 
~omnnuli'ctic pup. (Laughter.) The Prc­
nlier is not his owu nl._J<;<tcr-hc knowl': 
ihat-he is dominailXl lw the C ntrd Puli~icrd 
Executive, although lntcly, I. will '~}nlit. he 
has locpn a:;;.scrting h1s <~Hthontv. \\ lwH t1w 
Promie;· outlined the scheme I 1id that 
(•it her it pr<'sagcd an ( rrrl:v iou or tlv_• 
Prcn1 i0r \Ya" preparing a soft b( d to fa]l 
on: and l mav not bo far It would 
be• a ridiculou~ thing-< nn you any-
thin!~ more incon~ru-ous ?-j f the Govern.nl~nt 
cmnC back fro1n the cou!Jtry v.'ith a .InaJOnty 
c nd t.hc Central Political Exr-,Jut.JVP, who 
dominate the party opposite, ha-:J to administr:,· 
t.he Act for the farmers. (Oppos1t10n laughter.) 

The PRE:\liER: .. L\re you against. the sch0n1<'? 
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Mr. FLETCI-IER: I am not. I am rtbso­
lutoly in favour of it, but I am giving the 
n1otivc:; for it. 

The PRK\1IER: The Council of Agriculture 
will administer tho scheme. 

Mr. FLETCHEH: Yc·s, but thc,v can only 
nud<>::G propo:::al·- The:- haYf "<o get the C'abi­
nct"s sanction. You n1u~t haYe :-,:ylnpathPtic 
adlnini~~.r~_d ... ion, aud I v otlld IL-;t ( :·0 to ha Ye 

t.ho aclrniuist1·ation of the Ccnr,ral PobHcal 
Executive. (Opposition laug·ht.cr.) Tlw ·-·. hnlP 
thing ~~a vours very rnuch of some of Phillips 
Oppenheim's novels~" Thu Great J)dusion," 
"The Amazing Imporsonation," or "The 
Mysterious 1fr. Thcodore." (Opposition 
laughter.) To think o[ the Central Politicrtl 
Exc Lut1v-'· controHin~ 1.hc farrncrs' intcrc ·1ts 
i-, too stupid and P>ills for -.voNl~. (Gov('Tll­
nwnt intcrjcclions.) Tlr-'n ~,-on lH<Vf' to con­
side!' 'Whnt th.• Secretory fur 2~Jlnr's said: "\Ye 
haYo a nJnjorit:r of ollly OJH'. b11t aftc•r tho 
next, eL'ction. V\'C sball conJ:' back ·with fonr 
<Jl' fiv<·. and tht n we :ha 11 put onr platform 
iuto effect." \Vhat p1atforru dn t11ey rnc tn? 
They arc putting the Counh-y lHll'[,y's plaHorm 
into effec-~ now: but t'w for ::\Iincs 
'·"~·s that aftc1; th JWxi. thev will 
put into offoct their plntform-thc 'social­
istic platform. I have ct•itirised the scheme 
from every point of vicvv hon{_'-..! ly and ffljrly. 

Tho SECRET_\RY FOR AcnlCTL'JTEE: Yc~1 have 
been v cry ho'·-tile. 

Mr. FLETCHER: J ha Ye not been hostile, 
but I am not going to I"11rl tlw schen1L~ to 
the sk1c:3, Gt' t-'upport it \rlthout g-iYing thC' 
Governrru.mt's rca:.ons for l:n~-,rndnclug it. It 
'\ould not be fair--~-~ou hn\'1_' to take both 
:7iclcs nf th·,, qnP'3tion. l :" it- 1 g-oor-l 
~chcmo, and 1.h0rc ls the p:H;..,ihility of g rl'at. 
good coming from it, provide<:\ that the right 
nwn control it frcnn one c<1d to the other. and 
providell that there ie no political control, 
Before the Pr-,rnier carne in. l said it was 
neccs:-arv to calise t.ha \'."t' r"!nr.;t· hnYe the 
VC'l'V br:f. Dl 111 .;-~:;; dirl'dOr <'Y~'Jl j f WP h~tVO 
io Pa:r c:t2,500 a :.~car, but tlw1 ha\Ting go{ 
hitn, "-2 tnu:-:t 1 -t hirn tnJ.:.:c• tht' chLir and 
eontrol the wholP thing frnnt Cll<' r•1Hl to tho 
otlH'r. 'VilP must gc~, tl~c· t}Jrough 1ho 
. di:-trict c~JnrK:il::, to the bc-,t 
1ncn nn1 "~' be nut at th(' schl'nre. 
if it j:7 to be 1:1 succc•:oJ~. ~rha1 is \Yhv 

I an1 so insisi·-:>nt on that poi!lt HO\Y .. I an; 
very glad to be ablP to support tht' Bill, 
bemuse I recognise that it is hig·h time that 
son1cthlng of thi~ kind was d"Jllf'·, and I havo 
no fear of the farn1Pr-, turniilf.S their O"\Vn 
rcp~·t' ·Ontativ, -· do\Vll \-YhC'1 thr t•lcction 
arnvcs. 

J\Ir. K:B;RH (Fnoyur ·u): ill dr•ey 
that th1s Bill lln," yust 1m cloin;· 
,_,ood. It n.l:-·n }la rast 'r0 
a g-reat cl\' a l of d rnn ~:·P. Tt. do 
1:·, is ad1n:inislcrcd a]Jart frorJJ partv 

I do not. thillk, ulld•_'r ilH' 
[7.30 p.1n.] .Adrninj,,trntic .'J---juJgi1Jg lJy 

a1 H(m ·-that th" t is 
.\n~·one to l~oT:. 1::cntl1f'l'-.:: 0:1 the 
GovrrnnlPnt pjdfl would Hti11k b a 
\\·ords, th(~ 11\fLI"~Y ol'studt 
'vav of U1e ('CHl';.ummation o[ 
COJ;ld lw OVi'J'ronw withnnt In 
fe,ct, one \\-<JUid think that all 
arc~ already oycrcorne. 

J;Ir. BHE~~-JA~: IIcar, hear! 

1Ir. I(ERH,: The hn:~. g 'n:lcn1an f.a~vs, 
"licar, hear!" If hP will pcrL~P the Bill. 
he "\'vill ~cc that, fron1 tlv• lJcgil:nintr to the 
end, :it is ruerc1y tbo initiation of t-lu· iY•hcntc, 

and is rncrelv fo1· or!:(nrti ~ltion purpose~"3. 
:intend to d<·n·l with thn question of orga:njsa · 
tion. In the first plae0, 1ve arG t,) have 
fift<'Pn distriet coulwjls throughout Queens­
land. They send rCTl!"CSf'ntativE'.~. to ,vJw.t is 
krown ns t.ltc Councjl of Agricultur2; pos­
sibly. in another pLu ", if the Council had 
to be called anvthinc", it onld he nlled the 
'· C1unc·;l of _ACtion )'---rt ('OUrlCjl th:.1t is \YC'll 
known throughout 1\ustra\ia. 

Mr. BREX>il:';: lletkr th"n the "Council 
of lnadion," like you h, YO been. 

Mr. KEHR: The int.rprdation clause set' 
out. that " iJrjnHtl'Y lH'Ol-:nccr" includes every 
person eng~gccl irl tlu· U(' 'Ullation of a da5ry 
f~nncr. ca:~cr:~T0\·:11', pc1 0.. engaged 1n 
gcnc•ra] fanning, ote. tt rncq.n~ tha~ any 
fi.ft.0cu 1llCH '~'ho c1rc ~'llg'fl' od 111 prnnary 
prodndlnn-it 1nay bf" tint they ar:: svorkin~ 
on a farm for the ow!Lel' of the !arm ann 
h"1,Yt' not a llJ capltal ~rl':ol v0:!-any fiftl'Gll 
of aJ:JY particular locality. bmng employ __ os 
,d1o arc not at prc· ~rtt govcrnc, l by Arbitra-
tion Court awards, combine .:>"nd ?c 
re•ristercd n.nd join on a district ('Olll~cll, 
who, in turn, \vill r:end tlw-ir 1'C prescnt::ttJves 
to the <:>:'rand ('OlHlclL It will be seen 
that t.he ~nv-a nl~atio follow-: closely on the 
lillC:3 laid d~)wn in th~ Ti'.t1<;cs Union Act of 
1915, the> on!:" cliJic'r;•nee bPing tha' unrter 
thP- rrrad('·) 1~ nlon _1\.et ,,():~pn m;_~; nuty ~·et 
to get he:· and forn1 a nn1on. _t no Tra4cs 
-0 nion _l\..ct also provirl('s tb>t t two unrts 
1n~.v a1nalga.nate. This Bill prc; .Tidt'3 th:tt 
ynrious unlt:-; may :nncdganratc. Naturally, 
wlwn vou look at 'that organisation and know 
Y:hat ~i~1 happening in other part·-; 0f ~\us­
tralia, you begin t :J 1,1 oud·•r if there lS .a 
sinjstcr asprct to th0 whoh lnat.tl'!'. There 
n1av be a thread of lllJlH 1·:v ruun]rg tbrough 
it, ·but after ~(- r~._•n :y .. u-s of LllJour govcrn­
lTif'Jlt one ]...; inclined to look arlversely at 
su~h a Bill. E\'Ol'' one l~.!.u~t realise that 
t.J-clay tbe fanning COilllnnuit:- r0quircs assi:ot­
a"r·'.' \Yo lilld h~n. mcn:lwrs tn.lking about 
g}\·ing the fnll result of hi~ labonr to thP 
·n-inlfl,l'T,~ nrodnc,'r, nd ~vlth the 1.1l1C breath 
~1rp.;in~··" tEat cheapPr cornn1ndit.l('s b0 givc·r 
to tlw consnmer. The Labour party to-day 
;1 l'(' tr:vir.g to lL< ·,'C' both v J.y l. They have . 
in their Inincl..-, Ox('hll~f'd thC' n1iddlcman. 

l\J:r. Brmc;c;.\:-T: \YlJ:tt. i' •:.Tor;.: ,, irh that'! 

:\h. 'KEHH: TherC' is rwthin:' 
it. Ono 1niddLman 'v:l•o 
thn QTO\'d'l' nd tll<' <'Cll~·u;nc;_· 
1\Iinj'stcr drawing £1.000 a .. e r. 
from_ the bank- n!a"!"Ja9,'1'l' .dcnv 
L:ndPJ', including over.~' lt'HHl in 

tnan~ 

baJ· 
Honse. 

j.;; gc:tting- a sl}c(' of th;_ t ~)rnduct 
tht• producer a.nd thn eun~UHh'r. Thr qui-cker 
i:-. is rt> · li~e 1 that ynn CIUI1'0t form a. wl1oh~ 
('(llllfYlHllity Oll thP {'QtnrYlULi-'iC JHinciph"") thP 

bf'th•r it ;,-ili lw fo1· thi 'bt-•. Tiwt is on<' 
of the obst(J('h.,~ that :,JJnuld lH' oy('rcoine at 
;- YCr~r C'ar!y datr-~. Il. is nppl:icablc to every 
articJe of productjon. 

\Vhcn yon look nt da u n 10. yo•1 find they 
<-he CounC'il of AgTi­

('D l)ahle of suinr:, 
it 1~ to hav" p rpetual 

fion nnd nn oHicial f'cal. ~rhis. to n1cJ 
a ,~ery sirl1<>;tcr clr:vnsc'. It furi.her, 

thnt the Council of A· .1'icuitun~ no\ver to 
take, purnha~c, P~'lL Pxchan.r-c, lcUse. and 
hold la~1d. goods, chattnl , r'urit·;f '· and any 
other property. From that turn to the 
function· and objects outline<:\ in the Bill. 
The first is "deyo]oping thP rnral indus­
h·ics." That hns nothing to do with lc-aslng 

Mr. Kr rr.] 



282 Prinw,·y Prcducer.,' [ASSEMBLY] Organisation Dill. 

land. Then there are inYestigat.ion iuto pro­
blorns relating t.o rural j::dusiries; instruc­
tion in scientific: knowledge and training, 
fann rnanagcnwnt nnd farrn cconon1ics, 
including cost of production and farm 
accountancy; re' carch; contro11iug diseases 
in plots; matketing and distribution; star­
< gc. handl-ing, and transport; tc~ting, stan­
daYdlsing and gradinr.{; pro1no:ing co-opcra­
-:<vo a:,sorjations a d ('ntcrpl·i"c',; Lettc1·ing 
thP conditions of rural li fp aud cxtt'nding 
rural education; ·dealing \,ith 1nattcr" which 
may be rcfl•rred to the Council by tho Minis­
tor; a,lvjsing, nssis'ing, and C'O-Ol)Cl'ating 
with the department aLd the in 
!Hatters pertaining to rurn l I 
wou:d like to know wh· th< l' 
rcl·•ting to takino· 
lnn~1, {~ put. in f~'r 
~~'.;ta1Jli hing tho f·cbcn1e 0'1 a <'on1n1unlty basi . 
v\~ith organised bodies tht'l'.~ l~i no ncces:::;i( 
fat that cl 'Use. H the cbuv .has not a 
sini.;:-tcr n1( .1.ning, I lw verv nnwh Inls-
t :ken. It is a or' the J)cpart-
rnent of _._1\griculturn this in 
CYCn ye of i_ his part·'~ thninj· 

It. is an aek ·o·,-ILdgment that tl1c>~: ar; incom-
rJoh•nt to fi cl a. ~o]uffon tl10 prol:Jt lllS 

eonh·onbug tho agricultural If v;,re 
turn lo ··tatistirs, wo lillll tlmr of total 
amount spr 1lt by the Dc~p~trhlJf':Vlt D£ A:~rlcu~-
tun~. 50 per ccr:.t. ;n tht' paymr_•nr of 
salari·-~ f.) oHicials t\c: ( ~ficP in Br1-
bnw. The Government onlv £130.000 
por annun1. Agai!1 + th ,_t,_ Sc;·nth \Vnk-3 
spend" m·cr £1,000.000. XPw South \Yrlles 
has three tin1cs our populntion, t'ut thoy 
spend nino t·;rn(' tho 1.1ount of nion0y d!l 
2-grjenltnrc. Taki: g t.hf' 1J:'c;ing l;U' ll' 

of thn sovereign i11tD ra"lo;l, a~1 [ 

an1oun~ \Vas ;wut -n.., ago 10 v . . 1 lt 1:3 

spent to-day by \clrniJJi~, l ation. 0JJC 

of the Jnost imp-ortant thi:.rrs in con::ct~-i,~n 
.witp_ primar,y production iso world's pari~,y. 
It IS uselc>,S for u~, to talk ullh'-,-; \VO ha,-c a 
POll~Un1ing population giving the p1·in1ary 
p~·oduPCT b0tt:'r valu0 for iti::: produd· ---::iY1w . .;· 
htnl rnoro tha.n tlw cof:t of ~n·oUucbon rJ L,~t 
\Vas done vvjth rPgard to' sug-~\,1·. 'i';f' c<.tn 
p_roducc all the sucJtr require l foe cnrJ:..:unlp­
tw:J here. It wns the Kabmnl' t rut,· in 
tho Fed,_ ral House who handl .. ~J the ~ihu~tinn 
successfully. 

::\lr. BRE"i'NAN: Nonsense. 

Mr. KERR: It remained for the Com­
monwealth Government to negotiate an 
agreement w.hich enabled the sugar-growers 
to obtain a living out of tho industry. No 
industry can be suce<'s·.fully controlled. unless 
we ha.-e co·ordination throughout Australia. 
The whole of the producers of Australia 
should bo brought under the control of the 
Federal Government. The Federal Govern­
ment paid to the producers for their pro­
duct.: during the war the sum of £484.000.000. 
'rho difference between the Labour Govern­
ment and the F,3doral Nationalist Govern­
ment is that we have a good deal of talk 
and propaganda on the pa,rt of tho Labour 
Government, but the Federal Nationalist 
Government have substituted actions for 
words. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Can you prove your figures? 
Mr. KERR : Yes. 

1\Ir. BRBNNAN: Prove them, and do not 
talk about it. 

Mr. KERR: The Clmmnm·:c:dth Govern­
ment came to the re~cue of the farmers, and 
enabled a considerable a.mount of their pro· 

[Jlr. Kerr. 

ducts to be exported overseas. The Com­
monwealth Nationalist Government have 
come to tho assistance of the ban ana, maize, 
timber, and many other industries. 

Mr. KIRWA::-<: Canungra, for instance. 

Mr. KERR: I know exactly the position 
at Canungra. I have spoken on that matter 
in other places. Surely the hon. member for 
Brisbane, representing a commercial con1-
mun1t:.~, wjll not clw:~if_~~ Canunrrra a.s the 
timber area of Queensland or Australia? 

Mr. KIRWA"f: You ·.vcrc quoting what the 
Federal Government had done, rmd I gave 
you a ca':C in point. 

~.Ir. KERR: Everyone rr-dis '" that half 
the pcotllo of A nstrn] ia arc kept in employ­
ment bv the primary industries, thus enab­
ling prOduce to be Eent to Grcnt BritaJn, 
and pos,ibl:v exported from there. I thmk 
it is a mistake compulsori1~: t.o foree n:ernbcrs 
to join organisntions nnd the· to WlDC out 
thf· existing orwmisations tt,at haYO. do~e SO 

much for this State. 1 do not tlnnk that 
it iE< possible to take such sudden n:ct!on 
1-vith bcr~dJ.rjal rc~ulh. Thc~e e· L"tu1g 
org:r""'isflFor'~ sl-ould lw ln pt golnc: for a 
< o'·'-=-i-10rah1~> H"nP bcfnr0 th0v nrP a~-,-;orhl'd, 
if it is intended to a beorb them. To hear 
hon. members opposite. ono would think 
thot this was tho first occ 'cion on which 
~11r thin{)" ha cl h0r:n done to org-T:Jisc the 
primar~,.;' p~odnccrs. The~~ are thnvsnnds of 
pri!Ylary producers orgamsed LJ-day. 

).fr. r.r-:rml-:\GTOX: Kinet:v per c ut. of thorn. 

J\fr. KERR: ,Just ontsido the metropolitan 
area we have possibly 1,800 farmers who. 
d1~rlng the Govcrn~TIC'l}t's . years of 
offic·c. have been bnngnw: thoH produce 
one .day a ;vock and _Placiny: it on the floors 
of the varion~ aucbonr"nng room.;. The 
Government haYe bocn 1Yt:~tchinp- this going 
on. and they know perfectly well that. the 
stnfi has been handled half a dozen times 
bv ll'cleGs dc:clcrs, and that the consumer 
h'f1s been paying- an incrcasPrl price as a 
<OnSC(juonro. The GovornmPnt haYe taken 
n:> steps to remove those disabilities. 

·, T r Rn~::--JX ·\>J: The Bill is going to 
I'C'ffiOYO th0111. 

~;1r. K.ERR: The Bill i~ not ~toiPg to 1·r novo 
then. This Dill is only for n•Hpnc es of 
orf:!'nni~.flt;on. I i't1n cornnh_.jlling- h''C 'U<::.f' 
there is "nothing doing" in tlw Bill. It 
is more talk. One thing tha.t will get over 
th0 cFHicn'ty is co-operation, ancl I am in 
act·:Jrd with· it. 

l\1r. BR£XXAN: How many farmers have 
you got in your electorate? 

1\lr. KETIR: I ha.-e in mv elrctomtc per­
haps double the number of fannc~·s t~at tho 
hnn. n1crnbcr for Too\YOOn\brt ha-, 1n h1-;, and 
I haYe taken action tin1P r1nrl again by plac­
ing n1atters in their 1ntcrc,_1 b _fore t1;-c 
Gov-ernment; bnt the: Go• ornincnt ha Ye, In 
turn, not f:f:on fit to adopt .. !llY se~g~c ,tions. 
The prec;cnt f'chcmo co-ord 1natec::: vnth some 
snggP~tion~; that I h~1YC ? lrcad,v put bof?re 
the GoYcrnnH:Et, and \Ylnch ean b:~ earned 
out ,. ith beneficial effect. The Government 
hrrvc pn'viou:;:l:~ tUl'nf"cl do-wn tin1e. and 
a~a in ThL• foroword a pamrlhlet ent1tled 
"::-oCo-opPrati\7 f' Storckeepin·:r," i -:med by tho 
\V cstrnlian Farmc1·s' L11nitcd and the 
Farmers' Co-operatiYo Cotnpany, rel.ds-

" \Va~tc l1as bPeomc so g-reat and 
gPncral that national. as. well '~s il_ldi­
Yidual necessity, demands 1ts chnunation. 
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The PrimrJ :Minister and eomc other legis­
lators have realised this, and they urge 
co-operation in every industry as the only 
remedy. Unfortunately for the producers 
and for the State, all the legislators are 
not so far-sf'eing or eo free or courageous 
to voice their opinions on this matter as 
the Prime :Minister. As usual. the p ople 
themsc,lvcs must take the loa·d, and thoro 
is no doubt the more politicians will 
follow." 

The farn1cr~' associations of Quc('Il· laud have 
taken the lead, and the mere politicitms of 
the Labour party after seY<'n :-·car,; of pown 
have been forced to follow in their footsteps. 
The pamphlet further states~ 

"\Vith them the mott.o is not 'l\1y 
country first, but their instin<, of sell­
prc;.:crvation is strong, and \vlwn public 
opinion become'" organi;::ed and exp1·c~sc'_, 
it~elf in co-operatiYe action, co-opPrators 
may expect the general ~upporL of lcgis­
latOl· 

" Tho condition of affair:5 it is so nceos­
sary~roally vital~to remedy is the result 
of organisation arnon o· thO,'-'C' interests 
that han\ fastened tlH•;';rs<>ln; on to the 
pri1nary and ~econdary iudnstrie:-:;. Tho 
farrr1ing industr.; ofi\)'rccl au open and 
most profit"ble field for exploitation, 
;.;Ince farn1c-rs ~.~-ore without organisation, 
and their is')lation aud contiJlLWl struggle 
for c-".istcnce rnadc thcn1 ea ~Y Yictin1:3 to 
keen, schetning, and fn•quont.ly unscrupu­
lous business men. That farming· paid 
· the llltercsts ' there- can be no doubt, 
and the fidel for c-xploitation wa so 
profi~able that ' the intt•rc- tf>' grow, 
Hounshod, and multiplied, until the 
burden on the farmc-rs became unbear­
able, and c_xtren1c necessity compelled 
them to achon for their own pre.,ena­
tion. Like the farrnor"' in other countries. 
they found but oue solution <Jffering, and 
that was 'co-operation.· 

" This has proved its oflieiency and no 
bettPr testiilwnial to it~ succes~ 'need be 
looked for thau the bitter opposition to 
which it has been subj c·cted b• tlw 
interests which forlllPrlv battt'ucd ~n the 
fanners. Co-operation·~ has been tested 
in a s1nall way, unci it ha.:;; been an 
undoubted success. It has been said that 
any failure in co-operatio.a could bt) cured 
by more co-operation, and it is patent 
that the success ·which has so far been 
achicYod can be mado a grcator success 
by still more co-operation. 

"_\Vhen the seventy co-opc-rati,-e com­
pCilllos were _formed in this State a year 
or so ago, rt was doomed ad visablo to 
lin1it their operations to arrcncv bu:::incss 
for a time, during which n?ombNs would 
familiarise thcrneeh·cs with the movement 
and what it stands for. Membership 
m the local co-operative companies was 
made oasy, for little or no capital v, as 
reqmred for agency business. and the 
result has more than justified the method. 
Thc_so sevonty cornpanies, starting with 
capitals varymg from £5 to little more 
than. £20, ha YC made profits for the 0 oar 
rangmg from about £50 to £500 each. 

" It is now .felt th 1 t the time has come 
for the further extension of the move­
ment, and it is well to remember what 
the sy .tom, the organisation, or th~ moye­
ment~call it what •·ou will~is aimino· 
at~the elimination of all waste, and tZ 

secure to the producer the full rewar-d 
of his labour. To secure this Pnd action 
in t·wo directions is nc'et!S~ary : the farmer 
must dispose of hi> product·· with the 
gl'eato:-:;t pos.;;,ib1P ccolllHH?. and ho n1ust 
bny his requirements at lrgitlnrat~ prices 
and not at prices idlatod b:v- the inter­
Ycntion of ullnc-ccs~ary rniddlorne11. By 
these methods alono < tn he hope to con­
tinue his industry. Ho ha' to cowpete 
in the world's markets, and must sdl at 
the >Yorld's price'·. and it is compulsory 
that he adopt< the methods of other 
conntrlos before ho can look for success." 

Alrcadv. without the intervention of this 
Gm-crn.mcnt, the f.trmers have adopted co-op­
eration. It is a policy that eYory reasonable 
man in the community should adopt. Evo­
lution has brought about rnany changr•s, and 
we have now to admit that we shol!ld give 
the man on the lnnd a fair thing-. If that 
is not clone. the I"·sult will be that he will 
be driven off the btnd. During tbo ]a;-:.t few 
ye arc- there has bo0n 1 decrease in the af'rcage 
of land under cultivation in Queen.·land, and 
now the Labour partv recognise that some­
thi::r rnust be done. \Y~_, eonld also as.-;ist the 
JLanufaf'ture of our p}-odu('e by ('o-opcration. 
rro-dn~.,- v.·u arc nothing leoc,s than a St ·tl' 
prndncing: n:nv products for other eountrios 
nf the w;rld to llHinufacrurc• b, ~la· e 
labour, and then the manufactured article 
comes back to this countn a:1d i~s sold at a 
hig-h pric~. That i·, due- to the conditions 
0xi-ting- in the industrial >Yorld to-dav, and 
the old~- solution is in1n1igrntion, so that we 
'hall havl' a '·ufficient number of people to 
consurnc vYhat we grow. At the- present time 
our producers have to dcpc~nd on ·world's 
parih'. \Vo would like to sec thP Arg-entine 
-without 1vishing her any hann-havo a 
drought, as then the Queensland cattlemen 
would get a decent return for their < :tttle. 
\Ve 1nust haYe n1ore people in this rountr:,~, 
and the ql!ickor ".·e g-et th: m tho better. I 
,_ .. ill now read out a proposition which I put 
bPforc the Government in regard to a soldiers' 
settlement in mv cl<•ctorate. It is dated 1st 
September, 192( and reads~ 

" To-day, represcnta tivos of 'The Gap' 
(Enoggera) Soldiers' Settlement Progress 
Association (:\1e~srs. Sparkes, vice-presi­
dent. and Smith, honorary secretary) 
waited upon me to place the following 
mattN for the kind consideration of the 
wounded and maimed .. oldicrs' committee 
in conjunction with the Land Settlement 
Committee, the latter of which you have 
the honour h be chairman. 

"It io proposed by the association to 
fonn a company roqwrate. registering 
as a litnlted company in the usual \Yay, 
the object·., bc•ing~-

1. To distribute eggs and fresh­
dres,od poultt7 

(a) Direct to city and suburbs; 
(b) Through agencies established 

throughout Queensland. 
2. Complete control of their own 

products. 
"I think this explains the objects, and 

is a scheme with g-ood prospects, although 
new to Queensland." 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the 
hon. member to connect his remarks with the 
BilL 

Mr. KERR: I am connecting my remarks, 
inasmuch as this proposal has a particular 

Mr. Kar.] 
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bearing on the proposed scheme, and it is m 
accord with various principles outlined m 
t'he Bill. It continuH-

" It is intended bv the settlers to 
' moYo,' as far as posSible, on their o\vn 
initiativP, and already arrangements are 
being made with the Commonwealth 
Bank to secure the negotiation of part of 
their gra: uity bonds, thus paving a \vay 
for the purcha'f' of shares b:,· those 
directh- concerned. 
"H~wcvcr, the settlers, a::; you are 

aware, cannot do justice to the IJroposal 
and restrict the siwres to the men them· 
selves un]c,s a little assistance is forth· 
coming. 

"Approximately, 70 per' cent. of these 
rncn on tho scttle1nont arc drawing war 
pen~ions b{ cause of their injurit~s. They 
reftlly a re pioneers in an induotry with 
vast possibilities to Queensland. The 
fund, as indic~ted by the designation 
thereof, is applicable to their case'. It is 
for the plll·pose of assisting those con· 
cerned as herein. The benefit po' 'ible is 
very great in n1any \Vays." 

The poultry induo,try in ~]uecnsland has 
reached an independent position. The v.1!ue 
to the Commonwealth of that industry is 
about £8,000,000, and its value to Qucensiand 
i< over £400,000, and it is something that 
should be mothcr0u and nursed. Any 
Government could well expeud a few pounds 
to nurse this industry. It means a good deal 
to the people of America. They have settle­
ments there cont<eining· thousarids of people 
who make their living from poultry alone. 
I suggested in my letter to the Government 
what I thought would meet the situation 
and provide for the pulping of eggs, of which 
we receiYe many casks fro1n China and Japan 
to·day done up by yellow labour; and yet 
the Government made a suggestion that they 
vYould adYaneo a certain amount of rnoney 
equal to the amount advanced by the settlers. 
The settlers already had spent their gratuity 
bonds in tr:: ing to rnakc the bus incH a 
success. They did not ha vc a penny piece 
to put up, and instead of the Government 
lacing on this proposition, these men .,,;ould 
haYe been able, with a good start such as 
that, to pay their rents and interest on the 
advances. I am not going into further 
dehils of the scheme'. As I said in com­
mencing, the Bill ha vast possibilities of 
doing good, and I sincerely trust that such 
matter as has 3fl]Wrtrcd in the " Agricultural 
.Journal ''~paid for b;'\7 the Government, no 
doubt-will not be utilised in 'lny shape or 
form to brini; political taint into the matter. 
'\Ve are all entitled to our political opinions, 
but ,.e have no right to do anything detri­
rnental to ono section of the conunu11itv in 
connection with n scheme such as this. \\;hich 
has vast pocsibilities. I sincercly hope' that 
the scheme will result in increased produo. 
tion. which will be for the benefit of the man 
on the land and even·one between. as that 
';ill lead to a cont~mt0d community: I hope 
the Government will not nse a schcn1e such 
as this to get into power, in order that they 
ma.Y remain at the h0atl of this Stcte for a 
few more years. I hope also that thm·e will 
be a change of Governn1ent in tho near 
future to carry this scheme to the consuma· 
lion point, and that good will result all 
round. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifern): I do not rise to 
give my unqualified approval to this Bill 
b0causc, from this Government, vve have 
experienced very many pitfalls and so many 

[31r. Kerr'. 

kicks in their legislation in the past that we 
always look for those kicks when a Bill is 
brought in by them. 

2\ir. J. JOKES: And you will always get 
them. 

Mr. BELL: My experience is that we are 
ne.-er disappointed. However, I would like 
to say that the object of organising the, 
primary producers of this State is a most 
laudable ono, but whether the Go.-ernment 
be,licvc in it or not I do not quite know. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICPLTUR~~: Give UP 
credit for it. 

Mr. BELL: After se' en J cars of office they 
suddenly realise that it iF nFC8'"ary to do 
something for the producers. It seems to me 
an extraordinary thing that the Government 
should bring in a Bill like this and now pos0 
as the friends of the farmer, bccausv it is 
the first time we have ever heard of any 
sympathy for the man on thn land from this 
Government. That naturally makes us sus· 
picious about their sincerity. The Bill is 
entirely opposed to the aims and objects of 
the Labour party, \Yhoso policy is " eocialisa· 
tion of industry and the means of production. 
distribution, and oxchanvc." One must admit 
that it is verY necessary that something 
should be done to encourage people, not only 
to go on the land. but to stay on the land, 
to tnake life in the countr 1' attractive and 
profitable. For ,ome year; past there has 
been a drift to the cities. Some years ago 
on!;: 50 per cent. of the population of Aus· 
tralia lived in the cities, but to.day wo find 
the proportion has increased to 75 per cent. 
That is a bad thing for any countr:·. What 
wo ,,,ant is more population, and in that con­
nection tho Government are not sincere. After 
the war, when the attention of the world was 
drawn to Anstralia, we had an opportunity of 
attracting desirable immigrants to Amtralia.; 
but what has beon done? Absolutely nothing, 
and it is not the intention of this Govern­
ment to do anything, either. 

[8 p.m.] 

Mr. KIRWAX: T,he Nationalisi party are 
in char;e of immigration in tbe Federal 
Parliament. 

Mr. BELL: If this Government make the 
land avitilable, immic;rants will come out 
here, and the Federa I Government will be 
only too ploa-ed to aesist ns. If anything 
can be done to improve the conditions of 
the poovlo on the land it is most desirable 
to do so. in order to attract immigrants 
and to settle our own people on the land as 
well; but how this "is to be obtained by 
organisation I do not know. It looks like 
an experiment on the part of the Govern­
m~nt, and. if it turns out to be a failure, 
then tho Government can turn round to 
the fRrn1ors and say~ "Yon ungrateful dogs 
-we have given you a Primary Producers' 
Orgnnisatio11 L'\e+." \Yhetber it can be done 
by or;rani."Tng all the prim ;ry indn~tric" into 
a nntioT'al ''ni!ied bodv I do not knmY. It h ,-, 
been found in Queensland that the fruit. 
gTO\YCrs could not be organised . i_nto on0 
organis::ttion. It \V(lS nccpssnr.v to dlY1dP thent 
into sepa-rate sections and have th0r:n organ­
ised under separate heads. That. I think, will 
have to be clone with the various producing, 
interc,ts in Queensland in order to be success· 
ful. The Government, by this Bill, arc creat. 
ing- huge ;end ex:pr·nsivo machiner~T· On their 
mvn admission. it is going to cost from 
£20,000 to £25,000 for the first year. What 
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it is going to cost for the -econd year we do 
not know, but the Government arc subsidis­
ing the scheme on a " fifty-iifty " basis; the 
producers have to put up 50 per cent. and 
the Government will subsidise it to the 
extent of 50 per cent. But what a.re the 
producers' organisations going to do? We 
know that in "'l.ush·alia the price,, of our 
primary products arc rcgulaterl by ovcrsea 
rnarkct.-. \Ye hav(~ not gut· the pcopll' 
here. In forming locul pools \Y; nu1y get 
a temporary advantagP. but \Y(' have' the 
experience of the ma.izcgrowcr to-day. Once 
rnaizo roaches a certai11 price', then black­
grown maize from Africa wil~ be irnnorted. 
It is the eamo with the butter pool. \Ve 
found that. v;·hen butter reached a certain 
price, \Tictoria, \vhich got al1 her supplies 
frorn QncenslarirL sent over t,1 Nr~., Zealand 
and obtained her supplies from that country. 
I might say that I have no 011position to 
offer to the Bill, prm·icled that the Govern· 
ment give (Wcr.,· industry thn opportnnity 
bs vote to say whether tlwy ,,-ill come under 
the Bill. \Vhy should the g-razier and the 
canegrower bP forced to pa:.· their lcYif'3 
and come nndcr the Bill wlwn. probably, 
they have their own organis,,tions? r:l,hoso 
eng-ag-ed in an indu~try an; the people who 
knor; most about it. J woultl like to refer 
to what the graziers propose .to do to relieve 
the prc~cnt s11unt!on. \Y(• alJ r ·lli:~~ th,~ 
,~n·nzing indudry is in a Yl r,· bad 
\Vf' ar~' up ap:ain~t f:!TC·t- intPl'< .h:, on oth 1' 

, i..__~o pf tho \Vol'Jd. and to flght tllo-:0 intPrrs~ 
\"': C 1U t haYf' ~OlllL' lHJ\YCl' lH>bi11cl 11S. rro 
do i 11at, \Yfl hrtYC' ann0. !eel to th0 Ji'('c1cra 1 
{ ~oyrnnnrnt t0 "'iYe 1!s. JHn··. rr to form n nu ~1t 
bor..n1 1·o c1~ablr~ uc;', t ,; ::1ak'' L \"\' on 
~tockowner·:;; of t]H• T1:hc::le 0f AlFil',• lin. 
order to c-n'ntc a fp_nrl "\v;th whlch to ~rrt ]1110 

eloser touch and organise onr n1ark0ts at 
the other end of the world. \Ye dirl this 
becaue0 we realised that with01't this wo 
would bo entir0ly powodces 8- an industry. 
\Ve asked the Federal Government to come 
in behind us, but. owing to the restrictions 
of the Fcdord Cow!itution. there is no 
power to enable us to lcvv rates or fees in 
the various States. \Yo >vcre going to ask 
the Government of QuPenslan d to give ns 
statutory power to make that necessary levy 
on the stockowners of Queensland. With 
that p:cnNal funcl we wPm g-oing to seek new 
mark0ts in thE' En~t. and to develop and re­
establish Anstralia.'s name on the markets 
at homo. \Vo all know tho rpaeon of the 
collapse of the marlcPt at home. \Yhich was 
lnrg-ely duc; to the rcdqced pnrcha.sing power 
of the !lations in Europe. and also to a 
fight which is going on between the huge 
North American companies. known as the 
"Moat Trust." and the British companies 
operating in South Americ<t for the control 
of the world's markets. \\'e rc1li"' that, if 
the North American trnst should win in 
thi · fie·ht. the British consumer will be 
0ntirely in thPir grasn-thPv can charg-e what 
uricr thcv lik0. It will lw rcmcmh<'red 
thnt a Cnnrnif'sio,.,-thc Briclgf'lnan Conl­
JTllS•nnn--'\'~ns anlJointpd bv 'tlH' Ifo·t1l<' 
Government to inqnire into the cxtcnt to 
'vhich Am0riean f't:mpanif'R <Jr" :•cnring a 
hold over the TI;nrrlish trade. This Commis­
sion advised the homo Governnwnt to license 
all importers of meat and produce into 
Gr01t Brit::tin. lTnrl0r <mr ~f'hcme. \YP are 
asking that tlw H<>'ll<' CoYPrnment shonld 
g-rant profcrC'nco to Dominion-grmvn produce 
~o the extent of 33& per cent. It is not an 
unfair request foe us to makP. because, when 

the war broke out, Great Britain wanted 
men to fight for her and beef and other pro­
duce to feed the men with, anrl Australia 
gave unstintingly. In times of trouble in 
the future Great Britain may require the 
assistance of the Dominions; and, if this 
fight e-oes on and the meat trust ,vins it, 
then Urcat Britain will be cntirelv within 
the grip of a foreign country. I -am just 
elaborating the beef que·-tion. because it 
more or le; s affects every other primary 
industry in Australia. There is another very 
important matter-that is the standardisa­
tion of Au--tralian produce. \Ve have some 
of tho finest fruit and otlwr prorlurts in 
the world grovm in ),_nstralia; but, unfor­
tunatdy, they aro badly turned out and 
are not up to standard, a1Fl we lose our 
po~ition on tho world's 1narket a11d J-\us­
tmlirtn produce gets a barl name. \Y P .. hall 
also lmvo to eliminate Hw distributing- co,ts, 
which are altogether too hic;-h. Even to-day 
!he British consumer is not !£Cttin:; the ad­
vantage of the cheap mr-2t which is sold on 
the Smithfield market. vY e also snggest an 
improvement in our broecling methods. In 
thn Argentine and tho United States, which 
aF the two big-gest beef-producing· countries, 
th0 S)y~t"''ln i-. buying by y;ei~ht on a q_uailty 
basis. It ·would tend to the imprDYt'l1l('nt of 
our ~toe~\: in AustJ'alia. I :-:ay t.hnt QuePnsland 
and 1:11str~diau ~tock aro as good as tho·,,e in 
any other part of the >Yorld. The only thing 
is that in the Arg·entine a,nd other countries 
they havo a much bigg-er proportion of high­
gradG etock and first-claP' beef. That is 
not altogether the fault of the stock­
breeder in Auetralia and Queensland, because 
w2 are unfayourably situated here. and we 
ca.nnot do as they do in the Argentine-pay 
a high price for bulls and female stock­
because they have the adYanta.:ro of selling 
theil' bed products at a much higher rate 
than wo can get. I jnst wanted to mention 
this matter of the bed, because I want 
to sho'.'; that in org-anising th0se industries 
it will be im]10s,ible to organi';C the pas­
toral induRtrv in common with tho other 
primary products in Qneenslanrl, because 
those eng-aged in those industries know most 
about them, and should be the most capable 
of managing their own affairs. The same 
thinrs applies to the sngar-cano grm;·ers >tnd 
to the dairy fa.rmers. In the dairving indus­
tr'~ th0re arc man:,- mr-n ··\ho have given 
their lives to the organisation of the d>tiry­
ing- industry. Thev have built it up by co­
operation. and. if this Bill ,-oh through 
as it is) all those org-anisatjons vvill be more 
or loss wiped out. If tho Government were 
sincf'ro, thev should have taken the existin.rs 
grazing and dairv organisations and bujlt 
up from them. \Vhy haY<' a hnc-e expensive 
machine to do a lot of \York that has already 
been done? 

0PPOSITIOK MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:VIr. BEBBTeiGTOX: Thev want to create billets 

for a lot of people who· are looking- for them. 

}\fr. BELL: It loob likP it. Turninn; to 
the Bill it-- olf, as I sa id before, if these 
Yarious jndu~triP~ l\'f'l'C' V,l\~011 an 0,1p01'fUnity 
to flaY \VhPt.lwr thf'v \Yould con1c UlN-1er t.he 
scone. of this Bill ol:· not. I woulcl lw hcartilv 
in favour of it. Th0 MinistPr said lw wcmld 
ncccpt any reasonable am<'ndmcnt from this 
siclP, bnt ·unfortunat.clv '~'"P havP i·hc 0XpE'ri­
pnce of the last t\VO ~C'E'.''ions. '\-vhon not ono 
anwndmont was accepted from this sid". 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Th<'y 
wPro not rL1 asonab1r. 

Mr. Bell.! 
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Mr. BELL: \V c v:il! assist the Government 
to amend this Bill. 

TlH' s··caET.IHY FOR AGRICULTURE: \\" (' want 
you to assi;.;t the C'ountry. 

J\1r. BELL: The dofmition of " primary 
produc::.>r," read~-

"' Primary producer'-Eycry person 
engaged in the occupation of-

(11) Dairy fanner; or 
(b) \Ylwat, rnai~~c, or cc•rcal grower; 

or 
(c) UanC'crrowPr · or 
(d) Frui;gl'OI.'.'C'l:; or 
(') Grazier ; or 
(/) F<trmer. "·bother engaged in 

general or n1ixPd farming-, cotton, 
potato, or ycgetablc grov~-·ing) or 
poultry or pig raising; and 

any clan of pcr>ons dcccared by the 
G uvcrnor in Council. on i he n~f'onlnlcnda­
tion of i he Council. b·· Order in Council. 
to he primary produc :rs for the purposes 
of this Act: and ' primary produce' and 
'prinrary protluction' have correlative 
:n1eani11gs. '' 

vV e wouid like to kno11· "hat that means, 
bl•caus" one of the ?.linistcrs interjected last 
night that a ruiner \Yas a llrirna.r~T producr•r. 
The crnploycc'·' on the farms may be con­
sidcrc{1 to be primary proclucPrs, eo there is 
a danger of ···ome other class than the farn1cr 
gcrting control of thP 1nachincry under this 
Bill. Thny arc not ar:tually engage,! in pro· 
duction so th y cttnnot be tcnncd prirnary 
llrnrlucPrs. 

Mr. FoLEY: The definition sa vs " for the 
purposes of this Act." That is vCr:.T plain. 

Mr. BELL: 'vYc are not sure what the 
purpo~es cf this Act are. There is another 
wc:aluc-,s ;n this Bill. and that is that it is 
n1ore or le 6 uncl r Governrnent control and 
Govcrnrncnt it~flucnc,'. That is something 
vvhich the ''Orld tOT{lly is fighhng against. 
\\-c ha cl experience of that during the war, 
alld \VO find ',,·hat a paraly·.ing influence· it 
has bc'en to th.' primary producprs. Instead 
of giviug dH prirnar:v producers PYPry cncunr­
ng-~'111Cnt to carr:\ on their O\Yn aHairs, it looks 
as if the Govcrnrncnt arc tryiug to dorninatc 
thi,; machine·. I notice that the Council of 
Agriculture is to have a quorurn of six; but, 
as the Govcrrunont, appoint fLYt: rnonb,,r with 
the Minister, it is quite possible that the 
Government ma'.' bo able to control it, and 
then tlwy c 1 n giye effect to any recommen· 
dation they desire. 

rrhcre is another rnatt.er. It dot'S not sav 
ho\V n1an...-,' ~~hall constitute a local pro due _'r<' 
tl'lc·,ociatio~n. It, savs that not le~s than fifteen 
rna::. by applicai i~n, be r·L·cognisPcl a~ ·a local 
product:r~' a~:-;ociatlon, bnt. it does not say 
ho\v rnan.Y ;-,haE be in the as'·,oe:iation. It 
louks as if tho Act is goi11g to be largely one 
of r('gulations, and that is ahYay:-. a vel'~' 
dangerous thi :g. I sh:-)uld like thr or':ani~ct­
tion to be plnc 'd rnoro in the hanch of the 
produrer and thus~~ engaged in the industr. ·. 

I have poinlell out what I regard as weak­
nesses in tlw_BiJl. Probauly we rna_;, be given 
an opporturntv to rrroY(' anrcndn1cnts in Com­
rnitt<~e, and, ~f tlL' J\'linl~tcr jn charge will 
accPpt some· of then1. it \\'ill be an advantarre. 
~o far as the general Bill j,: concerned, I ~n1 
111 favour of organjsing tho vrimary producers, 
but not undc'r thi pl'~""nt schcrrll". If our 
amcJ:clrw n~s are acc·•ptccl, this will be a 
better BilL 

[Jvlr. Bell. 

Mr. PETERSON (Xormanby): I desire to­
say at the outset of my address that I intend 
cordially to support the Government in the 
pa,sage of this measure. I do so, not because 
I luwe absolute faith and sincerity in the 
actions of the Governrnent in bringing forward 
the rneasure, but I rpgard it 111ainly as a 
palliative. Very often v.,hen a nation i>' 
,tffiicted, and eccn in our own households the 
.san1~l thing upplies, when medical science haf' 
failed, then we have to rer.ort to palliative 
measures. This Bill contains many clauses 
and provisions \vhich can be regarded for the 
time being as palliatives. The Minister wa,; 
'· 'rv optin1istic in connection with th \Vhole 
BilL He pointed out that he was prepared 
to accept reasonable a.menclments from this 
side. vVhcn those amcnrlments are circulated 
in C'onllnit.tC'L', the 1\Iinistcr will recognise 
that tho;;~ are reasonable nn1lmdrnents and 
not mea~t to destroy the main provisions of 
the Bill in any shape or form. Pl:rsonally, 
I think it should be the dutv of evcrv hon. 
mcmbor of this chamber to heln the 1\finister 
to render assistanre to the prirn-ary. producers. 
For a long time I have contend8cl that the 
primary producer will nPvcr c•on1c into his 
O\YD until he is organisPd on tbe same plan 
as the industrialists arc organi~cd. ThP 
::\linist.er has g·onc further, because he is 
organising a huge concPrn that is to control 
the aff:. irs of the primarv producl'r. 'I'h< 
1\Iinistcr says it is to be non-political. 'ThP 
mm,t remarkable thing about it is that thP 
J.finist' r is prepared to tell the primary 
procluccrs that this should be non·:Jo!itical, 
w·hile at th(~ "'lll11P tin1P he is pn.:_•p.,rcd to go 
to tlw Trades Hall and meet the trade unions 
and tell them to be tru 'to the Labour part.y, 
and stick to their un;ons and stick to the 
ubjPctivo. \Yk:, if this Bill is to lw non· 
polit.icCll, does he not g-i,·e the ~nn1c m0dicinP 
t.o the teadP unions'? ll0cau~.' of that- v-:o haYP· 
to question the sincc>rity of the Minister, 
althou,;;h his Bill is good OJW. \Ye have the 
right to ask \rhat the underlying factor 
that i::; con1pr>lling Government to bring 
thi,: Bill forward now? 

\Vhibt I intend to support it. '" I ha ye 
already said, that should not r1ctn m~ from 
tr,""lng to point out where \VP ron:..ider VYC'­
c nuot f'XpPrt to achif (~ thP rnil1cnn1um fo:r 
t:lw prorlucPl's under it. I }w,·c s<tid to th0 
ei<'ctors in the C<'ntral Distr·iet that I would 
rcr.der cYcry assj·-·tance to the pns ·nge of a. 
It:t·n.;;uro of this sort. provided then" were 
liO decided pitfalls in it; but, nt tlw sam(' 
tin1e, I realisr~ that tlF pl'oduccrs f'anno~ 
cornc into their o~,nl unle·,s thoro is a Federal 
f'ystern controlling t.he who]c of the Statr• 
~.ysten1~. 

OPPOSITION :YIEJJBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. PETER SO:'\: L<'t me give a simp\0 
illmtratinn. It is proposed to ln·in;: the 
~ntrar iudu~try into this turricu]tural f'O~llb:ine, 
if I rna~: US<: that tpn11. It s0nm5 to H1P that 
th0 sugOr industry is on n y~ r:' goc_.d \vicket­
I tU11 ass;uming that th0 ·ugar agrrcm:~nt has 
lwen renewed. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR c\GRlC'ULTUTIE: \Vhy do 
you as~urne that? 

Mr. l'ETERSON: I think the hon. member 
will recognise that, on the information that 
i~. in the Pre>s to-dav and the notification 
made b,- Mr. Rodgo]·s yesterday, we can 
assurne there will be a satisfactory agreement. 

The S~CRETARY FOR ;\.GRICULTURE: 'That is 
very good news to Queensland, 
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JYlr. PET.ERSO:i'.J: i-\!~yho,v, I as~un1e that 
the agr<:~Cilll'llt is rcne\Ycd. I yot_:cl, and the 
Govcrn.i:.le~.Jt Yoted, for the raue price.; lma1d 
principle, \Nhieh vva1:; ab oLlt(:ly uec- ,sary at 
that tirne to gi\-c to thf' proclucer a fajr 
return for .hi--- labour. Tho~J boanL \\'ere to 
fi\. the to be rH~id £or sugar-cane, 
vrhich ihat time .,, ere on a yery loh' 
scale. L ut ~o1ncthing c l~e ca1nc alo g. 
\Vhilst the ea:: o price· Loard lcgi'3latio~l \YUS 

good, it Wil' found ultimately that to secure 
the ,ahation of the suf;ar indu;:;try it w iS 

ncco·j. nry to get a Federal agreement. I say 
the· sa~11e thing is necessary here. \Vhllst the 
1\'linistcr nHl.Y provide in this Bill ad nirablt~ 
tnach~ncry to ':IC,:ure fair prices for t~'e pro­
ducf'r , h.> will find in the end--if we look 
forward three or four ycaro-th ~t he w~ll 
haye to go to the Fed,,rrd authoririco and 
seck co-mh'ration fcdcrallv in orJor to suc­
C'ccd. Su.ppo.'3c:, for in.-tru;cc. th(} Council of 
AgriruitUL' advi -d the t~oYl'rnment that. 
OVi.'ing t.U dro~!g!~t u1nditio:;~ and other cau;;cs, 
the cost of prcducing butter ,,as 4s~ per lb,­
MT . .Ferry, .11 h~s n·l)Ort, sho\Ycd that for 
1916 nnd 1920 Luttcr· cost nearly 5, per· lb. to 
produce. Su!1pose that, at the belw•t of thi; 
Council. the Go\-l'I'H.Eent rPconlln,,nJcd tht!.t 
the pro~L:ucc'r rr:·cin~ thP co.,t of product:o;; 
of 4s., the ~lin· ter is net -~" 
make us that tlw trade w.E 
<lCC<'Pt t!wt '! Thev will 'le tLat the• St'l''' \· 

is !Jl~lt 011, and altllonp-h tbc Cou:_~·il of Agr-i-
culture m a:: ·dy}·,e th' Cc-~·crnn1Cl!t put 
through ~uch n. proyision, there i:c. in 
the Bill t,, co:qwl the GoYcrnnWJJt to do it, 
So, nHer all. it is wPll Eanwcl _,_il '' adv1. ;:;ry 
board." I like to sec the ~~Iinister 
outllrH' o· lL' \\ helT

1
J'-' th<· adY:cc t.·u~ 

dcr'-'d this CounciL \Yh1.ch 1~ io lJo ~ub-
sid; the Sta,tc fuucb, ~:wJl be rnaud :-
torv o the CoYfl'H I'~J~t. If that (lausc Cl'l' 

insC'l'tcd you \Yon]d ~(' 1: this J·;i)l tLrOUf! h 
to-n1Crt J\\'. T: k<~ nl.~o n)c quc':::;t~o:l of wh, t!: 

and the q'w tion of buttrr. Th ,:; thing,; 
muot b" ckalt with federally, Suppooe that 
LlH' Ccn e l 1' e)~!J!l~ends a·l incr~1--,c in the 
price of buttc'r :orally of 2d. per lb. tnnne-
diatcl,, th' Brisbane merchants butter 
frorn f/;_c South, and you it. .All 
thte ad,·;sor~~ bo~rds in all the 
advisor.~· bo~rcls in the ''· ·Jrld, cannot stop it. 

The 8 -nl~·:r RY ~·'on ~\GurctrLTl;HE: \Ybere 
should a st<1 rt Llo made 't 

l\Ir. l'ETEESO:\: I with the' :.'1 1 :ni''~ 
t.c·r, ancl J agn't' with ~inc<'r·t.· ~1. .~t.·rt 
should he nuvl.o in ('tu·en·land. \YQ mu 
do our own p~lct fir~t. -~nlt I rnn unl,? 11oiutir:(?; 
out thnt er or later hC' filld hl' ", iJ 
b,_' up ;1~r• t1ut tlc·"d end 
\vill bP t'1e :o -~'C'('o:~ujtin•t of a li'nderal 
pooL er a Federal tu o wrai-iiJg Lr·rc a::; 
well n~ in 1 ltc othr·r 'If hifl 'dtll · 
at that. r tL;nk :nr :ub:-;· 
asqupcl t-Ju1t it i in the' j 
the prirnnry p1 odnce:·s; but ho\Y is tlH: 
tcr la that difficultY: 1\'h t 
is Ll .(' of 
if they c nuwt 
Qucr~-
admits '! 

bornd in thnt c:1sc, 
pri"c of bu ttcr in 

:\Iinl~ter L.\' his sikncc 

The s~cr:ET "\GTUC(TLTURE: I tol·l 
yon hc•w k•t Th0 Labour Covc'rnmcnt 
in Qu£'ePslaLd con1n1cnced the thi:1g. 
After next elcctcon there will be ~ Fcdc,·al 
Labour GoYern ' e t, \\ ho \Yill extend the 
principle, ((1ppClsitio:o laughter,) 

Mr. PETEHSO=": Perhaps eo, and prob~ 
ably this is what may happen if that event 

takes place, I notice in a report which I 
ha, e hero of a spccrh by tJ1e SecrPt ary fo~~ 
"\~riculture at th0 Trade H>11l that, not 
~oi:'JlDng ago, he made sornc dcfi_;ito ;;;t'"ten1cnts 
with rec.rard to production. I an1 glad w· 
has rnade that interjection, because WG can 
now see if he is sincere. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGmcuLTune: My sin­
cerity has never been que~ tioned like yours. 

1ir. PETERSON: Perhaps not, but per­
haps the hon. n1ernbcr will give me th~..-• 
cnodit of admitting lhat I tried to do Illc' 
best for the primary produe-~"·s when I was 
on thctt ·coide, This statement reminds me 
very much of i he star}· of the lion who 

antcd to get a good n1c~l and went alon.g 
!liP track and found a very lcctn lam b. H<' 
did not oat him, bccau,o, he said, "I will 
take him home and feed him up woll so that 
I can hnve a good feed off hirn." I want to 
lo;ow who was the Se >rctary for Ag1·lculturo 
' ho made this statement at the 'I'rades Hall 
on 30th March, 1921 ? 

The SEcn:~TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \V ere you 
there? 

:\Ir, l'ETERSON: ?\o, 

The SzcRE'rARY FOR _\GlHCULTURE: How Jo 
you kno-.v? 

= lr, PETEESO:\: I tcdce the Frc ·s report~ 
~th0 Brisbane "Courier." He can:-'ot deny 
that the Bri~~bane " Courier" i·, a fair paper. 
At this meeting, at the ~lay Day dinner, he 
said-

" But they could not for the worker 
absolute re -ult o[ industry until 
got sociali, 111, pure and simple." 

\YJqt is socialism? .\cconling to the defini­
tion of the Labour platfonn, it is the sociali­
ent.;on of the \vhole of' the ~nr ~tns of produc­
t ~O!l of \~, ealth and diet1·ibntion. If th" hon, 
mernLcr .v ants a furth 1' definition, there is 
<1 dietio11ary iu the librnry, but I -~u_a going 
t 1 give hirn his ovvn dc·I!nition. lle "\\ cnt on 
t·) say-

" They wanted the a.d ~,-·ic'J and suggcs~ 
tion c;f ill lu·triali~b. \Vas ~ati~ficd 
that de:1:ocro,ev in ~' would r:ot be 
fn-~ till the'" 'lud a Labonr Government 
controlling tho CoaHnorn\'C'alth. And ono 
of it first aet" shnuld bo to control 
£ina-lce, currency, and banking. 

" Ho hoped the , of the party 
would not pin their too much on 
price-fixing. The must Lo kept 
jn Yic w, and they 111ust --in1 at producing 
for u.,e and not for profit,'' 

(Opposition laughter.) 'l'hc hon, memher 
said here last nir·ht that he we~, out to get 
the producers all he possiLly could, How can 
he Equa:rc that. statc~~rwnt \vith the statement 
I have read that the obiecti,·o of the Labour 
pa rt.v etocd for production for tne and not 
for nrofit? Ar,d can hC' show me in this Bil! 
ilnything that says that that is going to take 
nlacc? The hon, member talks of the Com­
;Pon rr•alth Labour part:·. The objec ~ive at 
the head of the Commonwealth Labour 
party's platform, to which fc:ory State mem­
ber has to suscribe-for I know it-aims at 
the socialisation of all the mear:s of produc­
tion, wealth, and distribution, and the dele­
g·atcs at the Labour Conference distinctly 
stated that they would not bo satisfied until 
the present system is overthrown, 

The SECRETARY }"OR AGHICULTURE: You mid 
it many a time, 

llir, Pete1·son.] 
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Mr. PETERSO="!: I challm<go the hon. 
lnernbcr to show \vhcro I cvPr advocated 
Eocialisation; and I ncycr went. into my ch~c~ 
torato e1nd hlkcd co-operation and then wcut 
to the Trades Flall and in Jkcd conunnni~nl. 

lVIr. BEBBINGTON: And the lv1iuister signed 
th>1t platform. 

Mr. l)ETERSON: The hon. member can­
not get away from the fnct that he stated 
that the LabDur objective -..vas to produce 
for uso and not for proflt. I want hiu1 to go 

out to tho different -clcctoJ·atcs 
[8.30 p.m.] and calmly tr.!i the farrw rs what 

he rr1c,1ns. I ::nn couYinc:::d tlwt, 
once the fv_Enistcr hone ,tly ov,rns ur that that 
is the ohj~(ltivo he stands he wlll not 
ha-..rr- "Buch:lcw's" ehr;_11·~o \'vin11i~tg an 
election in Que~ nc;lnncL 

Lot us go a little· f'Llrthc,·. I hacl the 
pleasure of be-ipg unlJ1y,;tcdly at tlte co1lfel'­
enco convened b,, tl!o Prc:rnier u nd Scc:rl'tarv 
for AgriruPurc .. It \Vru (1 grc:tt plca.sure t~ 
El'C the pri:rn" ''Y pl'oduf'tT.':, the"' 111011 ,,-ho a ro 
intPrc:F• ;_::od in the great primar,v pl·oduLLion 
of thL State, turn up i:n sucb lar, o nu m hers. 
Ono of tho mo ~ ple---_sing th-ing~ I ever saw 
in 111. life wns \vho.d the PremiC'r 'rose in 
his p!acP and said. in effect, "\\~e kno''T 
that "'>YC hr1vc \vrm1gcd yon, but fo1·givc and 
forget." (Govcr~rnont iHh'ITupb nL) 

The SECRETARY FOR l)eB..-.IC L ·~xDs : II e never 
said that. 

Mr. PE'l'ERSON: I heard him say it. 
Tlw hon. gentlon1an thinks w ... are all en his 
leYel and b.lk as he tn.lks. Anv numb<w of 
people in that room lH ud the p;·cmi~r make 
that statcmcni. I nm prepaxotl to put my 
in+ogrity against that of the l\Iini,ter. The 
Premi{;r said. " Let, bygones be bygones." 
Cctn anyone deny that? The hon. r;cutlnnan 
who is Seen:~ :otrv for Public Lands has 
inflicted a cruel )lCn Hy of 10 per nnt. on 
the drought-ctrickcn eottlf'rs of the Daw on 
Val1ey. rrhat hon. gcntlc1nan is supposed 
to be the friend of th,• i:n"n on the lancl. and 
is supposed to stand i11 thP interest o£ the 
pro due Jrs. \Vhen v e n.ppc ale cl to him be .nueo 
of the condition of tlw sctt!erc-. wimt clicl he 
say'! He saicl. " \V c will extend their timo, 
bnt line them 10 pc,· cent." Then hon. gentle­
men opposite eo ue along arHl talk about 
" ho1ping the farrrwrs." The lVIinister hid 
behind the Land Act. IIe was not man 
enough to bring- into this Parliament •. Dill 
to a1nerul 1t. although I ~Jnpealed to lnm to 
do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \Vhat did 
you a prf'al for? 

Mr. PETERsnx: Tn brin" in an amend­
mPnt of tl1" Land Act eo that the drought­
str:cken scttlen vould havn remitted to them 
tho 10 por cent. finn. 

The SECRETARY FOH PuBI.HJ LANDS : You 
went and SUfJlJCrted the p11·tv who put that 
provision on· tho statuto-book. 

Mr. PFTERSOI-<: lhre is their platform, 
which st.ands for the alt.•ration of that matter. 

OPPOSITION J\!J:E,1BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETJ<~RSON: Because of the hypo­
critica.l attitnde of the bon. gentleman. who 
pretends to be the friend of the man on the 
land. yet who ground the live~ out of 
hundred, of mv scttler,--

The SECRETA~Y FOR PuBLIC LAXDS : You do 
not understand. 

Mr. BEBBING'rON: He does understand. You 
do not like it. 

Mr. PETERSOJ'<: The next matter which 
the Premier rnust have had in his mine! when 
he said. "Lot bTgoncs be bygoucs," must 
havu been this--

1'ho SECR:tr:T"\RY FOR A .. G lHCLT~T .... HE : lie never 
sald it. 

:'dr. Br:BBIXG1'0X: Yes, he did. 
X.Ir. PETEPl,SOX: You exciscc1 that, like 

you do " 1-Iansard." 
Tho SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

:Ylr. PETERSO:\' : LN us go back tu the 
PrC'rnicr and bi,-, '' Let bygor..es be bygone-s." 
I want to remind this House what one of 
tho e '·bygones" \Vas. l\Iany of tho ~cttler,:; 
in the Dawson ~Vall-t~\T in n1v elertoratt~ were 
mortgac·cd up to the' hilt to the Dcpnrtment 
of 1\gl'iculture. They were fined 10 pPr cent. 
by the friend of the man on the land be,·'l.usc> 
they could not nwet their rent on account of 
drought conditions. 

The SE 'FT\HV YOR Pc'BLIC LAXDS: \Yhat 
hen• I ico do wit.h it? 

l\Ir. PETEH:"C!N. The hon. gentl0man 
could haV<~ a1ncnded the Land Act.. Those 
sctmo people were moriga ~-eel up to the hilt 
with t.h" Agricultnr 1 J}nuk. I nlcat'od for 
t11Pm fl·olTl f:he bnck Gorcrm.rH- _lt 'benches. 

:;\Ir. BEnBIXGTOX: He did. 

Tlw SPEAKER: Order! I nek the hon. 
n1e1nb.Pr for Dra~-ton to restnt.in him2elf. 

::Hr. PETTi~RSON: I am trying to draw 
the attenti<m of the Honso to some of tho 
rnatt r~ \vhich thr Pn'nTiee 1·~ust have hatl 
jn his n1ind when he ~aiel. "Let bygones be 
bygon0Q." Thc.~P so:i lt r:-> who h:td been 
mulctod in a 10 per cont. fiuc by the Secre­
tarv for Publie Lnnd..;; nndc·r cover of the 
La iHI Act~ wpn~ fined 5 ppr cent. hy the 
~-\ .. :'!'ricultnl'al Bu.nk because they were not 
able to earn a living- o·vving to drought condi~ 
tion~. \ltogcthC'r thos{' settlers Wf'l'C fined 
1.1) p0r cent. becau :;:c of th< --,~ coLditions. 
\Vhcn I 1.;nt. those and s~1w tLe trials 
rmd trihulatio11s \\'Pl'E' ·'- oing through, 
\vhen I appcaleJ in \Tai-:.1 on t.hr b_~ck Gov{~rn­
lnt:l't benches. pnrl. l':hr 11 this Country party 
,aiel they "-onlcl alter thnt if they we-e trong 
cno·xgh, I hnd no con1puucti(jn vd1atcvor in 
joining then1. 

OPPOSITION 111EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETERSON: Let us talk a little bit 
n1orG about the '' bygDn :.s." In 1915 thoro 
v-as a ~'<:izure of the prirnary producers' 
butter. 

'rhe SEcRETARY FOR Arcmcl.'LTURE: You never 
rai''· .. ~d your yojcc iu protest. 

l\lfr. PETERSOK: I ,-ill give the hon. 
gentleman the exact speech in a few moments. 
The next matter was that of the hig·h taxa­
tion which was levied upon these producers 
by the present Government. Then there was 
the question of high frcightr·. Will the hon. 
gentleman denv that fOJ· months and months 
a number of countrY members in the Labour 
party fought to p1:event the freights being 
raised on the farmers? If he does, I chal­
lenge him to produce the caucus minute-book. 
ILond Government laughter.) It is all very 
\vel! for the hon. gentleman to come along 
with n smug look of statesmanship and treat 
nw like this. 

Let us go a little further. The hon. gentle­
m8n propo~, '3 to emancipate the farruers. 
\Yhcnevcr you l1.3P the term " e-uancipa­
tion " you refer to slavery. Tho hon. gentle­
man therf~fore ::·ay::> he j., ~oin: .... to etYiancipa.te 
slayes-the farmers. Who helped to make 
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them the biggest slaves in Queensland? It 
was the hon. gentleman, who took the 
farmers' produce at less than what it cost to 
produce. \Yhat did the hon. gentleman <are 
>lbout the country Labour members? ·when 
the stricken dairv farmers in rnv district 
and ol-:ewhere, about ton days before the 
1920 election, appealed to th0 Government to 
ullow tho Commissioner of Prices to increase 
the price of their cream, \vhat did the hon. 
gentlunan say? f-Ie u.id, "No, we cannot 
,-:rant you that increase; but after the elec­
tiou \YO ,vill grant you an inquiry.'' (Oppo­
'itiun laughter.) That is how tlw Govern­
ment trcat(,d their country member'. In 
order to give the people in the citicr cheap 
hutter. they were prepared to keP-p the farmer 
groun r1 dov n until D ftor tho election. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was 
the titne for you to "rat.'· 

11r. PETEJ:SON: That ,.,u tllC' timo for 
rnc to "rat." rrhe only thing I an1 really 
. ashan1ccl of iN that I did not "rat" three 
years ago. 

0PPOSITIOX ::VlE~fBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. PETERSON: It was only in the hope 

of keeping the front-bench Govornrnent rnen1-
bers up to the pledges of the Labour move­
ment and the principles tlwy stand for in 
regard to primary productiou that I remained 
a., long as I di·d. .\ll I can my, when I 
think of the l'remicr's appeal to " Let 
b.' gones be b-'·gones," is that I can believe 
what a cowar-1 he felt when he stood in front 
·of those people whom he had taken down. 

The SPEAKER: Ordor! Order ! 

:Mr. PETERSON : I do not moan thd he 
wa8 a cO\Yard pcr~onally; I rncan politically. 
Tho hon. gontlema.n has twitted me with not 
having raised n1y voice. I ,vill show 'vhat 
the hon. mombm· for Rockhampton said about 
1ne "Hansard," volun1e CXXXYI., page 
.577)-

" The hon. momhcr for Kormanby took 
a very keen inton· ,t in the · truggling 
farmers in the \:Vowan aud Dawson Val­
ley districts, and he had d01w more for 
them by visiting Mini ·tors and calling 
at the different departments and using 
hfs influt~nce :in other waJ s than any 
member on the Oppo,ition sid" had 
done.'~ · 

I could ha vc no better testimonial than that. 
\\"hen I tried to secure the removal of those 
penaltio,, of 10 per cent. and 5 per cont.­
when I j:loadocl with the Government that 
this policy of high taxation wouJ.d not only 
ruin rHim:,ry production but would bring the 
workers to the soup kitchen, I was laughed 
at, sneered at, jeered at. \Vhen I found that 
no notice was taken of a voice crying in the 
wildorno .. s, I thought it was better to get 
where there wore other voices which had a 
similar wund. The Socretarv for Public 
Lands asked me why I did 'not raise my 
voice. That shows that he doe .. not peruse 
" I-Iansard," or that he does not listen to 
members of his own party. The matter was 
taken up by the Pre". On the question of 
price-fixing. as reported in '' Hamard" in 
the session of 1919, I said-

" \Vith regar·d to payment of the pri­
mar" produc~rs, I think the primary pro­
ducers should get together and form them­
solve" into a union and see that they get 
proper prices for their produce. (Hear, 
hear!) Too long have they been between 
both sections of the community; too long 
have they allowed themselves to be in 
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that position, and unlc;s they tak~ a 
wrinkle from the other mdustnal umons 
and organisations of such a nature, so 
long will they be crushed." 

I could quote a number of extracts from my 
speeches where I wholeheartedly condemned 
price-fixing bemg applwd to the producers m 
mY electorate. After the 1920 election the 
inouiry was held b-- ::\1r. Ferry, a gontleman 
of" undoubted integrity, and with whom I 
have no fault to lind, to inquire into the 
cost of production of butter. The hon. m<;m­
ber for Ip .. wiCh at that tnne stated durmg 
a debate, as reported jn " Hansard " for 
1920, at page 928-

" H,o had proved from their own state­
ments that those engaged in the farming 
industrv wer. four or five times better 
off no•v than they wore in 1912 and 1914." 

:\Ir. Ferry found that from 1916 almost up 
to 1920 those engaged in the butter industry 
h-oro producing it at a lo')S. Either Mr . 
F, rry or the hem. member for Ipswich was 
wrong. ]\{c- complaint is that, although Mr. 
FerrY whose ronort was laid on the table of 
the House found that the producers did not 
t'Hm gcet 'the cost of production j'or their 
bntter, nothing was done. ::\ot a single effort 
\Yas n1ade bv the Governtncnt. The advisor:,~ 
board \-,as 1ifJt vested \\'ith any pow.::n· to give 
the producers a reasonable price. 

The Sr.CRE'fARY FOR Pl'BLTC LANDS: Are you 
rrning to oppose the Bill? 

Mr. PETER SO:'\: I am not going to 
OJlposo tho Dill, because, bdorc long,_ l am 
hoping that the hon. gontl.er;llln and his crew 
\Yill nDt be there to a<hmmster rt. I know 
the hou. gentleman is doing his bc't to got 
me' ocalp; but I am quite prep•red for it. 
It matters not to me hether they get my 
scalp at the next election with a stuffed 
doctorate with about 2,000 navvies-I y,ill 
rcrain it the nc.d time. It does not matter 
-,, li'ether I am effaced from this Parliament, 
lwcause I can go hack to wlwre I came from. 
I am not a professional politician, nor do I 
m·od to come forward at the eleventh hour 
y ith ono foot in the political grave, and 
suv, "I am going to r(~scue the fnrmors out 
o( the ditch into which I pushed them." I 
hope the Minister will acc'lpt the amend­
ments which have already been foreshadowed 
bv tho leRdor of the Opposition. The higgest 
factor with the producing- elPment of Queens­
land is the need of financ•c. It takb £600 
o1· £700 to get water in the drought-stricken 
areas. Thi1 Agricultural Bank will not 
advance a cent. unlc's the water is in the 
hole first. ·when the people cannot meet 
their land rent they are fined 10 per cent. 
until thev do, and they arc lined 5 per cent. 
because they cannot meet their Agricultural 
Bo.nk advances. \Vhoro is the sincerity of 
hon. members opposite? Lot them come up 
into the 1'\ormanby electorate and try and 
get water, where the strPggling fanners have 
had the yoke round their n-ecks for six or 
seven vears. I rerncmber t::.peaking vrith 
regard uto some measures dealing with water 
conservation, similar to those embodied in 
this Bill. I approached this great friend of 
the man on the land, the Secretary for Public 
Lands, on behalf of twent:7 settlers at 
Pheasant Creek, about 10 mil< s from "I,Yowan, 
who had taken up land under the 1910 Act, 
and under which the:· had the right to con­
vert their land into freehold. They had 
spent the whole of their savings, amounting 
to £200 to £300, in tn-ing to get water. 
The ~\gricultural Bank would not advance 

JYir. Peterson.] 
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any money until the water was there. The 
result was that, having become financially 
ruined, they wrote to me as member for tho 
district, and asked if I could got the Govern­
rrlCnt to give them some assistance in th1s 
way. The,,- asked if the Gm-ernmont '"ould 
come to their assistance by putting down one 
bore for the co1nmunity, and the Govcrnnu~nt 
could reass0', the rents on the farms, and get 
the mone,y in that wa:i- I thought, as a m<Jrn· 
ber supporting a GoYornment th11t was posmg 
in the interests of the man on the land. that 
I would have no trouble with the S,•cretary 
for Public Lands. I came down to him, and 
he put all sort' of imaginable difficulties in 
the way. He said, "No, we cannot do any­
thing like that. There is no mochinery­
nothing." Ko dopart.10ent had any machinery 
to help settleL; who were pr<'parod to help 
themseh·es. and who WN{' prepared to pa:­
the Goyornrnont for what they got. I nointod 
out to the Minister the ho.rdcs of ,;,.orkors 
ru:o;hincr jn for free rations, alld I ::;:~1lcl "I 
-_,-ill b~ing those settlers down to J3risbono 
and make you fc,,d them." He said, " If it 
is as bad as that. we will consider the 
matter." He eon,idered the matter, and in a 
letter informed me that, if they were pro­
pared to surrender their farms and allow the 
land to be converted into p<•rpetual leas,· 
inctc~,d of freehold, to which theY wore 
entit!Pd, he '"ould sec "·h0thcr the (;m-ern­
ment would come to their nssistancc or not. 
I asked him if those stricken '2ttlers. who 
were down and out, would get any pri01·it,·, 
and the hon. gentleman said that he COcJld 
not grant it unrler tho Act. 

The SPEAKER: Order! ask the hon. 
member to con1wct his remarks 1n F'Jme \Yay 
with the Bill. 

Tho SE HE'l'ARY FOH PuBLIC LANDS : His 
statements arc untrue. 

Mr. PETERSO:'-J: It is true. and I will 
shove· the hon. gentleman the letters if he 
likes. 

The SEc'RETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Show me 
the letters. 

"'Ir. PETERSOX: I will get them back 
from the "'"ociation that I se•1t them to. 
If the farmer' and small settlcn ha·:e to 
rely upon the Secretory for Public Land,, for 
assistance, they \vi1l be VC'ry much surprised. 
It is recorded in the journals of thi' House 
that-

" ::\lr. Corscr, pursuant to nnticc, a,:kcd 
the Sccretarv for Public Lands: Will ho 
rclicv8 scttfcrs who haYC' bcr·n large 
lo:;ers during the late drou(Yht and who 
aro grontly hampered by the corotinucd 
dry spdl. by amending the law which 
permit·" the deportment to demand in 
sueh casl.; a penalty of 10 pC'r cent. on 
late payments of Crown rents? 

"An"'wcr: I do not anticipn.tc that any 
altcrntion of the law in this connection 
will be 1nade during the 11rcsent 1es~ion." 

If a man has no money, 10 per cent. is a big 
pr1re. The Govcrnn1cnt rcfu~cd, ar.d have 
rcfu ed r.ll tho tim<' I a· a memb:•r of the 
party, to as,"ist the settlers in this direction. 
There i:::; no cxru~c for them. It 3cems no,., 
SC'f'ing that several hon. members h1ve already 
had repli'es from the advisor: beard. that the 
functions of a member of Parliament are to 
be abro~ated. \Y c arc sent down hrrc bv 
the producers of our electorates ancl asked 
to advocate certain thing~ in their interest, 
and now wfl shall not bo needed to d ~ that. 
If a bag of cement or something else is 
wanted up in your electorate, and you have 
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to go to the advisory board for it, it is. a 
pretty fair indication of the state of affmrs 
we have got to. If Parliament is truly 
representative in all respects, we on this 
side of the House and on that side of the 
Houoo too, should have the right to explain 
to the' Mir:{istcrs in charge of different Bills 
"·hat arc the opinions of our electors, and 
the 1\linister should use his jud~ment as to 
what are the best suggestions; but to-d'ty 
the Sccrct,,-y fm Agriculture has said, 'n 
cffr'ct that n,,n•ber; ar•o not required to 
make' suggestions. If tho duty of pointing 
out to Parliament the roqmrements of our 
districts is to pass away from us, then the 
sooner the hon. gentleman and h1s party 
introduce a Bill to rcduro the number of 
members in this Ch.,mber the better the 
people of Queensland will like it. I sincerely 
tru t that, whatever strictures arc passed on 
this Bill, whatevCi' mi,takc" the Government 
haYe made in the past-the Premier has 
admitted thorn-let us, one and all. say to 
the producers, " Accept what you can get 
from the Government before it is too late." 
I am going to advise them to do that, and 
I a m g·oi11g to advise tlY,!n al.so, through 
their aclvisorv boards, to do everything pos­
sible to bring about a similar schnme in the 
nthor States of the Commonwealth. so th01t 
ultimately, through a grand Federal co~ncil, 
we shall bo able to r ccure better cond,twns 
for the primar:.- procluccrs of Quccmsland and 
other States. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grrgor:;): I listened with 
very clo• o attention to the hon. member for 
~orrna1;by, and I mu~t say that I <lln rat~-wr 
surprised at that hon. member. Ho started 
out to £'ive his blr-,,jnp; to the l3ill, and in 
dcing th,t he ·ai<l thilt he hu'l a. right to 
quf stion the rnoti \'C~ of tbc Govcrnn1cnt. I-I0 
~aid ho was giving his b~ ~~ :·ing to the Bill, 
not because he ha' any fai: h in th Govern­
llJent. but because ho ,:caliccd that the:· wen 
open to ::;u':)pjcion, and he ha·d a right to 
qur::tion thE' Government's sincerity. 

:'.Ir. FLETCHER: Don't you think he is 
ju,tificd '! 

:\Ir. l'OLLOCK: In .-i~w of some of the 
hon. member's etatemcnts that I have lately 
been rcadinO' I do not think ho is juotified. 
I intend calli;Jg', in the defence of the Govern­
nlcnt on thi, 1nttttcr, particularly as rc-;ards 
the GoYcn--:.n1ent's motiyo-:, a witncs:3 in whom 
I ha ·;c- ov-er. re1iaric~·. and that witness is 
no oth0r than th~~ hon." member "'· ho has just 
rc-nmcd hi:-3 scat. The hon. rncn1bcr must 
yeq· rcrentlv have altered his mind as to the 
Go'~ornment"s polic;· , :ith regard to the 
pri1nary p1·odurrrs. 

Mr. T'ETF.Tl' oN: \Yhat date was that? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I will !"ive the hon. mem­
ber the da v and date for the whole lot, and 
I can assuJ'C him thnt I '"ill not be in any 
wnv stingv with the qnot::ttions I l1avc. In 
191,5, as teportod on page 81 cf " Ha.nsard " 
for that voar, the hon. memhor for Nor­
mnnbv >nid-

'" If anv hon. member "-ill look up 
"Hensard." as I did nnd s.ho-·cerl it 
to mv c-kdor.;-h£' will find tlwt. with 
tbc 0xccption of the hon. member for 
~Iuril1a on OD" occrtsion, th0~c hon. 
members ah\ a vs voted arrainst allowing 
the settlers o~ the !Bnd to get more 
money from tho Agricultural Bank." 

Mr. PEASE: Who said that? 
1\Tr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for 

Normanby. The hon. member who has just 
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finished accusing the Government of all sorts 
of sins of omission and cmnmission against 
the farmers. On the same day, as reported 
in "I-Iansard," the hon. n1en1ber Eiaid-

" The members on the other side"-­
Thoso are the hon. member.,, amongst whom 
he is now sitting~-

" say they are friends of the man on the 
land, but every time legislation has been 
brought forward for the purpose of 
wiping out the middleman or doing 
anything that woul-d help the workers, 
those hon. members wore never found 
supporting it." 

(Government laughter.) Perhaps the hon. 
1nember i.s now in good cornpany. 

Mr. PETERSON: Read what I said on 
page 222. 

Mr. POLLOCK: On page 84, the hon. 
member is reported to have said-

,, No wonder that the farmers are 
beginning to see things from our stand­
point." 

J\it'. PETERS ON : I believed ihat at the time. 
Mr. POLLOCK: On the ven same page 

he said-
" The Country party will disappear 

altogether before the next election." 
(Laughter.) And in speaking on the Indus­
trial Arbitration Bill on 21st September, 
1915, as reported on page 829 of '' Han­
sard," he said-

" I am out to give preference to 
unionists every time, because the object 
of unionism is not to belittle the worker 
or to bring him down, but to make his 
conditions b0tter. :Uembcrs opposite 
are out to decry and belittle the worker. 
\Ye had an exhibition to-dav of an hon. 
gentleman who le 'Hls the steerage party­
beg pardon, the Farmers' party-insult­
ing the unionists of this State." 

On pagP 830 the hon. member said-
" I say that if i he prin~ary producers 

and those whom they employ depended 
upon the members on the other side, 
then, God help them." 

(Government laughter.) On page 1548 of 
" llan-ard " for 1915. the hon. member IS 

reported to lun·e said-
" I am getting a good dca I for the 

farmers in the Central district . . . 
and other members with me have been 
able to get conc0sc,ions for the farmers 
that they never got from a Liberal Go­
V('rnrnont. That is because '"~~ have had 
a sympathetic GovernrrH~nt." 

On page 2273 the same hon. member said-
" Yes, and he would never be done 

thanlcllg the GoYCl'iHJlent, nor \Yonld 
thr: settlers ev T bn dcn0 t.hnnking the 
G'l:·crtnlH'l,l,t, for brinqing about that 
assistance. 

(Renev, Ld laughter.) That was on the Rights 
in \Vat ·r and 'vVater Comervat.ion Bill. In 
1916, as reported on page 103 of '' IIansard," 
the hon. memb:1 r said~ 

" The longer I am in Parliament, the 
more l am cmwinccd of the utter hypo­
crisy of members vn that side of the 
Houe·J, who claim to be the friends of 
the mpn or. the land. I haYe seen two 
members who pose as the rcprc::;entatives 
of the man on the bnd to-dav make an 
exhibition of themselves in i~Tclevancy, 
in immatnrc farts, and in "tatemcnts 
whic,h ca.nnot bo borne out by facts." 

(Govcmment laughter.) The hem. member 

for Drayton is the hon. membo1· who just 
pattc>d the hon. member for Norrnanby on 
tho bac·lc 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: 
again. 

And I will pat him 

:Yir. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order. 
I would like to know whether any of these 
quotations have anything to dv with the 
principles of the Dill? 

The SPEAKER : I allowed the hon. mem­
ber for Kormanby considerable latitude, 
and the hon. member is now replying. 

Mr. l'ETERSO:-i' : I don't mind; I am 
enjoying it. 

Mr. VoWLES: I ask whether it has any­
thing to do with the principles of the Bill? 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Normanby had very wide latitude allowed 
to him. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It will be found right 
throughout the speech I am making that I 
have dealt with nothing else but farming 
rmttters, and all other hon. members have 
been allowed the same latitude as myself. 
The hon. member for Kormanby further 
said-

" Doe•,, he (the hon. member for Dray­
tau) think that the people of Queensland 
are deluded 1 I challenge him to come 
to n1y clcctoratr> and talk that 'tripe: 
there.'' 

(Laughter.) 
Mr. DEBBINGTO:-.r: And I did, too. 
Mr. POLLOCK : I am making these com-­

ments with the object of showinp· that the 
newl,v launched offensiYe by the hon. member 
for Normanby against the Government, on 
farming matters, is not to be substantiated, 
and that his testimony is altogether unre­
liable. 

11:r. PETEHSOX: Quote what I said at the 
same time. 

Mr. POLLOCK: On page 105 the hon. 
member for Norn1anby faid~ 

" I desire to thank the Government 
for the considerable amount of good 
w.hieh has boon done in my electorate. 
(He mentioned crtrriage of starving ·-took 
at reduced rates, abolition of guarantee 
t,·,x, supply of seed maize and wire net. 
ting.) Since the Labollr party came mto 
power fifteen schools have been ectab­
lished in the di. trict; Yet I am asked to 
join a part: like th;t which refused 
them schools. I would sooner be shot. 
I would <Sooner remain with the party 
whose aim is the betterment of all and 
the protection of the farmer." 

(Loud laughter,) Bnt ho die! llot remain. 

[9 p.m.J 
Mr. BEBBIXGTON: But ::our objectivo has 

changed. 
J\[r. POLLOO:K: On the Hcxt page', the 

hon. rnonbcr for :i\JormanlJ\: said-
" l also dcsirf' to th:1,nk thn Govt 'lllTil'nt 

because thev haYP at lust ~ 'Pn rhc \Vi~J.oin 
of at--,i~t.ing.sculcr>:J in regard to watt-r." 

If i ho hon. mPmbcr cksircs to last doubt upon 
the bona fides of tho Pre-mier. who was in 
1916 th,, Treasun'r of i hi,, State. let me remind 
hi1n that, \VlH'll speaking nn the> Government 
Savings' Bank Bill, h~ tatcd that he was 
prepared to take the Treasurer's word. He 
said-

" IIe \Vas prep a red to tak::_' tlw 
Trcrtourcr's wore!. Since he had been m 

JJJ r. Pollock_] 
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the party, anything that the Treasurer 
promised to do he always attended to. 
The f Atlers in the Normanbv electorate 
know that the 'l'nasurcr wm;ld keep his 
vrord.'' 

(Government laughter.) I am satisfied that, 
in connection with this Bill, the then Trea­
surer :and tho present Pren1ier will keep his 
word. 

GoYERN11EKT MEMBERS: Hear, hear' 

Mr. PETERSOK: Lot us hope so. 

Mr. POLLOCK: On page 16D6 the hon. 
r>1cmber said-

" As a country n1c1nber, I rnust Fay that 
I am absolutely s ·tlsfiod \Yit.h the way 
tbe G-overnn1cnt base trcatul n1v olcc­
tJrato. . . I fPt~l sure that \Vhr:n 1\-E-~ 
go bufore tho electors in dghtcen n1onths' 
time the people will be satisfied with 
the work of this Govornrnent . The 
party opposite is mad.: up of Labour 
rats.'' 

(Government laughter.) Speaking· on Supply, 
vide page 2647, the hon. member :aid-

" In his electorate there wPre vast an'as 
of prickly-pear. . . . Hon. members 
\-.reru s>Jnt there to try and solvn the prob­
lem among other~· . . . 1 iJ sot:nlCd, 
ho\vcver, they \VCl'C' going to eontinue i11 

the sarno o] d \V ay." 
" :Cdr. Bebbington: Come over here. 
:'\Jr. PETER''OX : If hP ·,yent over thoro 

Jt would simply moan that. after he had 
boon in thP party for fifty years, there 
v;ould bo no count.rv at all-it would be 
all p2ar. ·while h~ r0maincd \Yhere he 
'\.:vas there was son1c chancP of salvation." 

On 12th .July, 1917, vide page 148. " Han­
tard," the hon. n1ernbor for NormanDy said­

" All I can sav is that, evorv Labour 
'rat' is scraped" out of the ru'bbish tin 
and made a I,iberalleader." 

(Governmc nt laughter.) In tlw debat0 on 
'Nays and Mean,, on 5th June, 1918, the hon. 
men1bc r, referring to the last election, f:aid-

" \Vhat did the people say? The people 
said-and '"11e farm rs particularly-' \Vo 
hrt ve not been ta xcd n,s the result of 
Labour legislation. \VhPn the hon. mC'm­
bcr for Cunningha1n get': up here and 
say·; that the genuine farrru'r is being 
taxed, it is an absolutely unfair state­
ment to make. As far aS n1v own 0lec~ 
torat.e is concenwd . . . i: defy him 
to ::;how n1o ono agTiculturist there ·who 
is c~mpe!Jed to pay a land tax who 
gcnmnc!y produces from the land . . . 
Anybody who has studied agricultural 
matters and secs butter factories cropping 
up all over agricultural districts. does 
not wonder tho,t th•. Lrmers have returned 
a larg 'l' majority of farrnprs' representa­
tives on this ,,jde; because never in the 
history of Qm'Pnsland ba'• there been such 
a succ-. 'sful finan<Cial side to the producer 
as since \\ ,' have b.-=,en iu power; and 
may it lonG' go on." 

On the propoS<•d reduction or removal of the 
land b1x, in 1918. the hon. member, in refer­
ring to settlers from Dorrigo, said-

" Thc·,,e pcoplP are f•agcr to take up 
land under perpetu.ll lease tenure. and if 
this polin· is in force in normal times, 
and ·,vith reasonable seasons. I am sure 
1hat the hon. member (refening to Mr. 
Bebbingt.on) if he does live to see that 
time, will be with us, and will say he 

f Mr. Pol7ock. 

made a mistake, and that the policv of 
this Government has do no more in" the 
same p riod to send Queensland ahead 
to a greater extent thrm eve1· before." 

(Government laughter.) The hon. member 
for N ormanby was nothing if not thorough 
when he \vas 1naking theiJc ren1arka. Speak­
ing on. the que ,tion of perpetual leasehold 
in the debate on the Land Acts Amendment 
Bill in 1917, vide page 1332 of "Hansard," 
he said-

" I represent a very large constituency, 
which illclu·l·cs a lot of farmers, and I 
have never found any consistent objection 
to the perpetuallcrtsc principle," 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGTOX : He served your party as 
well as he is sening us. (Government laugh­
tor.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: vV ·11. all I can say is 
that I wish the hon. g<'ntleman luck. In 
1918. vido page 1465 of "Hansard," the hon. 
member said-

" ~o,Y, as a Country mmnber I ·desire 
to say straight out-and I s1wak for a 
very large electorate indeed-that as far 
as th.is Govcrnn1cnt is concerned, I have 
nothing what0ver to cavil at." 

l\h. PETEUSON: It is quite true. 

Mr. POLLOCK: There ;s no doubt about 
its being true. On page 1,743 of "Hansard,". 
the hon. member said-

" I believe when tl"' war clouds lift 
cm cl the people r ct11rn to sanity . . . 
they will see that 1"lwro Wa'• one party in 
the Commonwc,:lth \vhich kept their 
balance, and that was the Labour party." 

[n 1919, the hon. member said, vide "Han­
sord,"·pago 82-

" I am very g·lad to be able to say that 
the people of Queensland are behind the 
La~our Govcrnn1ent eYen in this trying 
vcnod. . . . I Ulll \·ery plea· ~~d to ftnd 
that the official organ of the Queensland 
Farmers' Union, th Queensland Choc'SO­
rnakcrs' A~sociation, aud thP United C'anc­
gro\\'(?rs' As-:oci ation, ha~: seen fit to 
cnrlorsc the policy v.:hich I have suppcL·tcd 
dnring at lca~~t the last four year· .. " 

(Government laughter.) And again the hon. 
member, in order to prove that tlll' Labour 
party is bona fide in rrga.J'd to co~operation, 
;;aid-

" I an1 responsible to 1ny olector·s, and 
that is why I have supported the Labour 
n1oYemcnt as I haYe fol' t"\vontv-nino 
,1- ar~-that co-oporat"on ha;-; lv:>cn a ~para­
mount plank in its platforn1." 

:Mr. PETERSOK: Not communism! (Govern­
ment laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: This Government is now 
putting into operation that plank of its plat· 
forrn-co-opero tion-and I a. m glad to see that 
the hon. member is supporting the Govern­
n1ent. I want to rcn1ind him of a fc,Y things 
he said at one time and anoth·'r. and of his 
confidence in the Government. Tho hon. mem­
ber is reported to have said, on page 85-

" The policy of Governments in the 
past has bcf'n to a~;iFt. n1en to gf~t on tho 
land-dump them down and leave them 
there-and a Jot of men have vot tired 
of it . . . I think I cctn truthfully say, 
speaking of the 11·holc of the Labour 
party in this Houfe, that ney er have the 
farming members appoal((l to the ]"arty 
in vain." 

(Government laughter.) Yet the hon. mem­
ber had the effrontery to toll us a few 
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months ago that ho appealed in vain from 
the _bac~ be_n9hes for assistance for the farmer. 
Wh1ch 1s ngnt 1 

Mr. PETERSON: They are both right. 
(Govermr;ent laughter.) You have quoted 
~hat I sal~ 1n fav:our of thP Govornn1cnt; read 
what I sa1d agamst the Government ! 

Mr. POLLOCK: My function to-night is 
t? ~how that tho ho11. membc'r is quite satis­
fied as to the bona f~dcs of the Government, 
and I am quot1ng h1mself as being the best 
testJmonv that can be given. On page 570 
of the " Hansard " of 1920 the h6n. member 
sa1d-

" As the member for a farming elec­
torate he had never !uund the Minister 
for Agrwulture or the other members 
of the Government backward in as -istiug 
hin1." 

(Government laughter.) 

M~:. PETERSON: \Vc pae,cd tho Co-operative 
Agr1cultural Act, and 1t took twelve months 
to pnt it into operation. 

~r. POLLOCK: I have not forgotten any­
thmg. It ~~ the hon. gentleman who has 
forgotten thmgs. I want to sa,- the hon 
member is not a true ruprosenta"ti ve of th~ 
peopl~ whc;n he says that the Advisory 
Boards dec1srons should be mandatorv on the 
departments. I, for one, certainly would not 
~groe to allow any advisory council to make 
1ts suggestwns mandatory upon the Govern­
ment, ~or the reason that that would be pre­
supposmg that the farmers were the ouly per­
s~ms 1~ the community entitled to anv con­
sldoratron. By the same rule, if the Govern­
ment v-:ere to adopt s~ch a suggestion as that 
-and 1t IS an 1mposs1ble suggestion-then all 
:"e would have to do would be to hand over 
m the same way the Arbitrtttion Court. the 
Department of Labour, and everything· else, 
t<: be controlled by the worker , who could 
g1ve themselves what they liked. If the 
hon. me1nbcr's suggestion were agreed to, 
what would be the use of rupresentative 
government? Of c?urse, the hon. gentle­
man,_ vrewcd by lus utterances to-day, is 
an 1_mposs1ble person, and no man with 
any Idea of what government for the people 
means would venture such a suggestion as 
that. If tho Depal'tment of Agricultme 
were as!<cd to accept every mggr -tion of 
t.hc Adv1sory Counc1l. then Queensland •vould 
be run for the L.trmors, and th0 fctrmc•rs 
alone. \Vhil" I bclien' in giving the farmers 
a fair deal, I_ am not prepared to go as far 
as that, nor IS any other hon. n1mnbcr with 
any s~rt o.f ba1anC(' in him. In my opinion. 
the Bill anns for tho first time at organisa~ 
tron 1 !l a thorongl~ and efficient way of ( Yf'ry 

bEaJJch of the pn1 :ary-prodnC'ing itldustri"s. 
No person is left out. :'\o indi,'idual is too 
snwJl or too insignificant to comC' within tho 
scope of the Bill. "~ny man \\'ha rcpn -;Pnts 
tl:-e. farm~rs has nothing to h~ ashnn1cd of in 
g1vrng- his support to thi·. Bill. Hon. mem­
ber~ opposite realise that the Govornmcnt are 
talong-_ from them the justific atio:1 for them 
to be 1n the House at all. The Go,·ornmPnt 
have tak0n the wind ontiroh ont of the sails 
of thB farmers' roprec.cntati.-cs. alld the 
r;m ·.on that thev arc opposing the Bill is 
s1mply lwcnusc they do not like it. 

1\Ir. G. P. DAR'\'ES (H'arwick): The hon. 
m_ember f,or Gregory :vas n1oro concerned in 
h1s spcc:cn about rating the hon. n1cn1bcr 
for N_ormanb:y than anything {·lse. althoug-h 
the B1ll ccrtamly rece1vcd his blessing in the 

end. At the same time the good name of 
the House might have been protected if the 
hon. member really had given one of the 
speeches that he sometimes delivBrs on many 
matters that concern the country. I suppose 
every hon. member m this House has felt 
deep concern regarding the proposal3 of the 
Government in this mat.L·r. I know that I 
sa1d to myself somothin'l" of this kind when 
I ftrst saw the Dill. W c arc gning to witness 
mther one of the bigg·est political somersaults 
wo ha YO £'Yer seen, or v\re arc go in rr ta see an 
attempt of a ~igantic nature made" to hypno­
trse and dece1vo tho people. I was inclined 
first to believe, before the yn'C'entation of the 
Bill, and before hon. members had spoken, 
that we 'vcre going to see son1e truG r0,ver "al 
of the policy of the Govcmmcnt, or rather 
a. reversal in -dee>d and in truth. which was 
going for ever, in a sens<~, to belie the mis­
doings of_ the past seven years. I thought 
that the t1me was coming when real help was 
going to bo given to the man on the land. 

Mr. PEASE: It is like vou did when vou 
imported whr·at from the 'other Stat"·'· " 

~fr. G. P. BAR~ES: That is not relevant; 
but not oml bushel \Yas imported by us from 
Hw other Sta tcs. 

0PPOSITIOX l\1E~IBEHS: Hear, hear ' 

l\1r. G. P. BAR:'>JES: If it had been a. 
sonwrsault, "\VB 'vonltl hnse ':vitne~sed rather 
a lot of indignation horn hon. members 
opp~site, but I have \raited Yery carefully 
to Jmd ollt what their attitude was, and, 
knowmg that the real objective of the Ln,bour 
party was the ncttionalisation of all the means 
of production. ·distribution, and exchang•', I 
naturally felt that the thing would bo 
reYealod, and it has been revealed. Those 
wh? have spoken have nnhc,itatingly given 
theu support to the mea·mrc beforo the 
Hon··o. which indicates that theY arc satis· 
fied that thcv are on the true" and direct 
line for the llationalisation of the inrl.n:Jtrv. 
And. indeed. there is latent in thr,ir breas.ts 
1 he feeling that they arc simply rn0ving step 
by stop, as the l\Iinistnr for ,Justice sairl some 
years ago. That Mini ·!.er said. "\Ye are 
going to do thing". not in a r"n;olutionarv 
way. \Ye arc i'"Oinr: 1o do thing·s in >tn 
orderlY way. \Ve arc ~oing to do things 
<tnp b,· s1·op; but ', ·e will do them." There 
is no donbt that the members of the Govorn­
nwnt have been trn,~ to their obicctive. and 
they have been cardullv prcC'enfing lcgisla. 
tion this e,·ening with t·hc ofl'cd of carrving 
ont thP high purposn which the,, hav~ in 
view. I am afraid that in the Rill which has 
been presented to us. a lt.hough I would have 
Fkcd to haYe it othenYisc. the Gm·crnment 
of the day are simnly out to achieYc thei1' 
OWrt objPrtiYC'. rrbpjr O'Tl1 ]lf'Ople :insi(ic and 
out:"ide. b:v th0ir ntt~!rancc~.. are p-i ving a 
grJ{)d l'<'a'on whv th• far·nprs of this land 
'hon!rl accept with tbe grcatc't <"Jution what. 
is now presented to t.hc'l1 as b,·ing for their 
good and their wcll-lwing. So far as one's 
reading goes. and ns th0 result of the atfi­
tnde of Government nwmb..,rs and sunporters. 
cverv man should snti fv him:,rlf that what 
is lwin!r done accords \\:ith the re'll id0a of 
the portv i1·•,elf. ''"'1 of th2 lcadNs of the 
onranistttions b0hind th0m. ThA'-" arc 
enil~'nvouring- to satisfv their conscicmces by 
sa~-jng, " \Vhil~t we arc v.oing to ind:icat'e 
to thfl men on the land thn.t wo are doing 
something for him. be quid! \Ve arc carry­
ing ant our pm·posc step by step. and we 
shall achieve it, and in the end the ideal 

Mr. G. P. Banws.] 
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of common owner,hip will be rcali3cd." \Ve 
have seen it going on, first in the acquisition 
of various commodities. That \vas one step 
-not a kind Ftcp toward, tlw farmer, by 
any means. Then there was tho introduction 
of variou3 State entcrpri:5es a11cl their 
rnanagen1(~nt. That \vas a very big contri­
bution to the re,ult. :\'ow \Hl have tlw Bill 
before us, which goes a great deal too far for 
anv Government of a free people in a llritish 
la;!d. I defy anyone lo prove that a Dill 
with like aim , having behind it " purpo·e 
so deep, has ever been iutrorluccd in the 
Parliament of any free people in an:· part 
of the world. There arc many things that 
the Govern_Jlcnt n1ight have done. It is not 
a matter of accepting a propmal like this 
with a grain of s:1lt. So far as I 111 con­
<Jcrned, in view of the purpo~o of the Bill 
and the indusion of the yarions iudustriPs in 
the State into one great Lig union, I shall 
urge every 1nan on the• land to ~J<u·,.:> it out, 
bef'ClU'J~ it is an un\viso prOC('du:._ e; it is 
uoing back on all tho fundameiltab of our 
fife, and it is a sta~goring blew to any n1an 
who has at he:trt the verv beot interests of 
this country. , 

The PREc.IIER: 'What dangcl" do you fore· 
see? 

Mr. G. P. DARNES: If I \Yore to put it 
in 111"-' mm terms, I \YOuld ·~Y that, if the 
purpose is carried out, it is a kind of toned­
clown Sovietism. I know it is quite bloodless 
in its way, but still it is roYolutionarJ to an 
extron1c and ccrtainl-v it is moving in the 
directio~ of tho obje~tive of the part:.·, or 
thcv would not be so quiet about it, and the~· 
wo1~ld not have given it. their hlessing, 
bee tuso, whatever \Ye n1ay ea';~ or feel regard­
ing the Labour party, I bE'lieYo that, as a 
rule thev are a body of si nccre men. They 
may' dcl~1de and they may help to deceive 
the people, but they are carrying out a pur­
pose within them and are actuatt.d by a sm­
cere desire. I know that sometimes they see 
the error of their ways, and to-night we have 
had a speech from the hem. member for 
1'\ormanb\· indie:tting, although not 111 these 
words. th"at he regretted that the scales ha·d 
not fallen from his eyes three years earlier. 

The PREl\IIER: Do you say that the Country 
party are supporting a system of Soyietism? 

Mr. G. P. BARKES': It is for them to say. 
I am speaking as I feeL They evidently see 
oorne good in this; but I think that every 
member of that party who has spoken has 
said, in effect, that, although he may accept 
it in a degree, yet it is only in a degree, and 
with the latent hope that the Government 
may soo their way to accept amendments. 
Of course, there is good in everything if you 
can only trace it; but there is a mighty lot 
of evil in this thing-so much evil thfLt it 
should never have been introduced into an 
Assembly of English people. 

Can you wonder that the people and the 
Nationalists have great difficulty in accrepting 
and believing what is presented to the Cham~ 
ber? \Ve have memoriCf. \Ve have gone 
through s0ven years in 'vhich we have wit­
nessed no real ·development. The people have 
been discourag0d. 'The lament of the :\Tinis. 
ter when introducing the Bill was that the 
people were going off the land and th(·V must 
be brought back-that the country was not 
going ahead. All the farmers must be organ­
ised. he said, into a solid bodv. and their 
rights must be looked after. "After seven 
_years of their treacherous dealings with the 
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farmer it is too late in the day to_ tell him 
that you arc going to giye hirn rnore atter:~ 
tion in nr.der to secure his confidence. It IS 

not fair. Hon. members of the Ilou.;e will 
remember that the Government ticket to-day 
is not the tickPt of seven or eight year~ ago. 
\Yhat hoaxed tho people and the worker on 
the land then? Cheap bread, cheap butter, 
cheap beef! And, my word, they. got them! 
You know how butter was aequuod t You 
know how the man on the land groaned! I 
had prepared in 1916 a table of figures as a. 
rc~ult of inforn1.ation secured in this I--!ouse 
as to the quantity of buttPr seized, and I was 
ablo to tell this Home th>tt from 7th July, 
1915-the date of the inception of pric<dixing 
-to 8th Septcm bcr. D15, the lo" to the 
dairymE•n of Queensland was £1•b,716 lls. 
That fi!!ure was anived at by a·certaining 
the ave~w~c- rullng prlcc of bnttcr Juri.ng the 
period nrtlEC"d in l\ielbuurlle and Brrsbane, 
and bv finding· out the quantities of butter 
produCcrl in Queensland during the sa.mo 
term. I fol!nd that the difference in somQ 
ln2tances \vas cnonnou.;; the average was 
£13 [,, 4d. per ton, and the quantity 10,868 
tons, and the lo,;s as I have indicated. 

At 9.30 p.m., 
Tho CIIAIR:\IAN OF Cm·'~!ITTEES (:\1r. Kirwan, 

JJrisban<) took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. G. P. BARI'\ES: You cannot wonder 
at the statement I made just now that the 
G-ovcrnrnrnt were true to the promist3 they 
made and that they came down upon the 
people at extraordinary periods when they 
needed every fraction the,: could get out of 
their products. Their yory life was :qu<'czcd 
out of them. You ha ye only to turn to the 
Auditor-GE'n()ral's reports-I do not know 
whether it is in the 1921 report. out it is 
certainlv in the 1920 report-to find that .a 
mm of £36.000 or £37,000 stands to the credrt 
oc a fund comprised of a le,-y made to pro­
vent peonle making the best use of the market 
oyer the' border; altogether an illegal thing. 
h was not the big squatter who mffered <;n 
that occasion, hut the dairyman who was m 
the habit of passjng his surp~us stcwk ov~'r the 
border into ::\' ew South Wales. That 1s not 
showirw very much sympathy. There has 
bcQll a~ big change of front. To·day they 
sav the1· arc out to serye the farmers. The 
lw'n. melllhcr for Norrnanby might have g'?ne 
a good deal further than he did in speaklpg 
on the amount of rent colleeted. ,J u t nnagmo 
seizing a period when the values of stock 
were abLormal, and fixing the rents a~cord­
ing to a figure based upon thosn c?ndJtJons, 
as well as making them retrospective for. a 
gteat numb0r of years. You cannot Il1Hlgine 

an,-one having the interests of tho people ;at 
heart doi~g a thing of tJ1at nature. F1nanc1al 
help i' the principal help the farmer needs, 
and v0ry little of that has been given.. The 
administration of the Govermnent has lrm1ted 
th<) opnortunities of those men to get what 
they -antcd. It would be intet·csting to 
kn~w ho·x many mon who have made applica­
tion for help since the Savings Dank was 
tramfPrrcd to the Commonwealth .haYe had 
their application turned down. I know ." 
gTcat 1nanv haYe boon turr;cd do\vn-not Ill 
tlw intcre~ts of the farmer, but for other 
motives that arc not discoyerablo to the 
ordinary mind. The bank-the vcr,· but 
thing \VC ever possessed, which could have 
been of the bPst se n-ice to the man on the 
land-was handed over. To-dav, if I under­
stand tlw matter rightlY, thr·" money that 
comes through the Savings Bank costs 1 
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per cent. more than it would have done if 
we had continued in the old wav. That 
is a very Sf'rious thing. I pointed ol~t in this 
House in 1918 what the farmer waJJtcd. lt 
may be a coincidence that I bmught before · 
the nctice of the Home 11 Bill which cont11ins 
many of the conditions indUllcd in thi,; Bill. 
It was a financ:ial Bill to which I referred. 
In "I-Iansard," yolu1ne cxxx., page 1799, I 
<1.n1 repo1·ted as haYing said-

" I Iny;elf hayc n cntbug here from 
'l\.'Iunscy's :v1agazinc' of January, 1918, a 
:-<·hcrno not altogether idl~ntical. But in 
America and everywhere else they aro find· 
ing that the trend of things is for men 
to loanJ the land for higher wage· and 
surer co·~clitlnns. Thf conditio11s rhat 
arc generally obtained L.\~ liYing in tho 
city ar~~ ncti11g as a \\-ondl'dul inducdllf'nt 
for the young life io Jeav<' ihc1 ('onnh·y 
and go to the cjty. Consequently, Jn 
A 11CfJUL tlH:.-y are haYi11g 10 go to their 
\Vit~' ends to know v~:hat -il 1 dnccrnent l J 

put forw<ord iu order that the n1C'll n1t;,y 
be cneourr _.cd to go on the lanJ and 
remail1 there. I commc'1d to the atten­
tion of the Treaonrcr the fact that in 
.1.\tn(rica, in order to rncct thn contin­
gcc:c ·,· which exists, tlH y ha ye introduced 
wh t is known a:-; tl1e 'Fanu Loau Act..' 
I know it mav be ·<tiLl that we lu.tYn our 
land h('rC, an~{ sorne hPlp is being given, 
but it is not being giyen in a gcner.d 
wa~.-, but rather in a tn1·d:v ~."a.\'. As 
aln.:ctdy stated, in An1erica they haye a 
Fann Loan _\et, and under ihjs Act, 
farrncrs, graziers, dairymen, and orchard­
jst3 arc enaL!ed to borro\v nwney from 
the GoYcrnment at 5 pf'l' cent. TlJC loans 
may be got for short or long periods up 
to forty year~. Fartn loan ~.yst('nl has 
reduced tho interest rate by quite 2 per 
cent. Experience in ,:.-\.rncrica rn·oyp,-, that 
the moet profitable farms are those thot 
are best equipped. and tho'-e loans allow 
of the pur.·ha:3o of HlOl'e irnpie~nC'Its and 
~toch:, the classing of laud, fenf·ing, and 
fertilising the la.nd. The Act is adminis. 
t~rcd by four men ,,,itting as a board. 
These are appointed by the president, the 
Treasurer of the United States acting as 
-chainnan. A.n1erican farrn lands are 
ntluod at £800,000,000, and the value of 
tbe products in 1916 was nearly 
£300 OOO,OOO~equul to five times the 
1nin0ral, natural gas, pPtrolcum, and coal 
production of the "Gnited States. It is 
rccJgnise-d in ... A .. n1crjca that. here ftl'8 three 
Yital elements in food prodtcction, viz., 
land, money, and labour. This system 
Inake:: farming Inorc attractive, and 
encourages young n1en, vd1o "\vould othcrw 
"iso flork to the cities, to take up farm­
ing. The loans arc nwde when the neces­
..,ary evidence of (HYlWrship and security 
has been provided. Short cr0dit is given 
for harvc:ting and marketing crops, as 
well as for seed, fertiliFeL'. and for pay­
mec,t of labour. It is said thflt the system 
has inc~·eased, not cnlv C'ultivation but 
the yield per acre, and ·has brought ~ndor 
cultivation much unused land. In loan 
tcr-::ns reduction by annual instalment~ of 
principal and inten'st is arranged. It is 
said that the svstern is essential to the 
succe,sful prosecution of the business. 
'To-day America has 4,000 as-,ociations for 
the purpose of making advances on the 
lines indicated. In four months thcw have 
a<-h-anced nearly £5,000 000. The 1\ct was 
passed when it was found that the food-

producing population was ditninishing, 
and it has had the dfect of sbadying 
things and of d<'YP1oping produ{'tion. 
A'norica considers that the Farm Loans 
Act 1narks a ucw l'l'a jn her agr1cnltur;J.,l 
and national developn1unt. Surely, in 
these d<1vo when we have to de1el with 
great la:'.ds such as ours, ought to 
con-:idcr -',hat is going to the nHtn 
on the land a.nd what ,is go111g to 
encourage .hin1 to ~hty where hu is!" 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\li>:ES: But you failed 
to advocate a better method of distribution. 

"!\fr. G. P. BAR::\ES: ::\o. When the 
Savings Bank Bill \Va" going through, this 
side of the HoL<s'O took up the same stand, 
~nd said, " \Y c arc against the centralisation 
of financial matters." H was advocated from 
this sid0 thnt a portion of the deposits made 
in various di. tricts should be set aside for 
the c' cvclopmPnt of those districts. The 
Government allo·,·;ccl the very bc.ct thing the 
cnuntl·"· \Vas in pos&cs:-:~ion of to bo given 
awav "and thcv are not ncnv ablu to render 
the "a'ssistanco they wculd ha vc boon able to 
rc·nuer. The the.n Trea,·urcr (Hou. J. A. 
Fiholh·) came over and told me the idea was 
a g·ood one. Ho wont further, and said that 
th~ matter was not going to be lost sight 
of; it was going to receive considoration even 
,·:hen the tramfor was completed. 

• The Government ha• come down with a 
propo a! \\hi eh is g-oing lo include the who_le 
of the industries of the State. It w1ll 
errlLrace-

" Dair""',~ farrner; wheat, znaize, or cereal 
grn'i"cer;" cancgrovvcr; fruitgrowc1:; 
grazier; fanner~v;·hother engaged 111 

general or mixed farming, cotton, potato 
or vegetable growing, or poultr .. ' or p1g 
raising-and any class of persons, on the 
recommendation of the Council, declared 
bv the Governor in Council, by Order in 
c'ouncil, to be primarv producers for the 
purposes of this Act." 

In connection with the whLat pool, I haYo 
had men who have been grievously troubled 
accost me on the matter. Under this Bill a 
man will have neither a fowl nor a pig to call 
his own. He will have neither bodv nor soul 
to call his own. The who!" of the producing 
interests of this State are to bo handed over 
to twenty-fhe men. Xo greater absurdity 
was ever conceived of. This vast and might.v 
producing interest is going to be governed 
bv men who are only adventurers. \Ye have 
oi11Y to look to tbe management of affairs 
in 'this State -during the last e·ven years. 
The railways bave gone to the bad, and in 
nrning-power we have lost £8,000.000 upon 
them. \Ye al,co have enterprises like State 
stations and State fisheries. With the excep­
tion of the State Insurance, none of the 
State enterprises has been a success. 

Hon. \V. FoRGA:N s~nTH: You arc quite 
wrong. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: JI,'Iight I sug­
g-est to the hon. gentleman that he is hardly 
in order in dealing- •Yith the mNits or 
r1crnerits of State enterprises on this Bill. 
He may rdcr to them in prrssing, but he 
cannot discuss thorn at length. 

J\Tr. G. P. BAR'\IES: I intended to show 
that, where '"" have such failures in the 
management of thos~ r-'·ntcrprisc", vYc can 
soarcelv expect the GovNnmont to succeed 
when ihey -get down to the hard, dry level 
of the management of the affairs of 

JJir. G. P. Barnes.] 



296 Primary Producers' [ASSEMBL Y.J Organisation Bill. 

thB people on the land. I urn out-,md-ont 
opposed to the Bill under the present 
Administration, and I do not care who knows 
it. A n1ore daring, audacious, and cruel 
Bill was never presented for the conBidtlration 
of a deliberative Assembly in a British land. 

The PREMIER: \Yhat do you think of the 
Country party for -upporting such an 
audacious proposal 1 

Mr. G. I'. BAR:.JES: Th:,t i· a rnettter for 
the Country party. I do not care what my 
electors do with rne. I have no hesitation 
in tolling them that they are touching a 
very dangerous thing, which cornes within 
the domain of common oo-,nership, and which 
I have termed "toned-down- Sovietism." 
vVhen the Bill is passed. and the people are 
mesmeri.wd into a belief that it is for their 
~ood, if they arc going to be so n1C3lncrised, 
the time has arrived when tlw Government 
can go a step further a,nd nationalise indus­
try, in deed and in truth, and every man 
will become a mere chattel. 

The PREMIER: Do vou call co-operation 
Sovietism? • 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: On ono occasion Mr. 
A1an C::tmeron, chainnan of the Darling 
Downs Divisional Council and Centntl Downs 
District Council. and chairman of the Burton 
branch, seconded a resolution to the dfcct-

" That the Burton branch fall m 
behind the Government's scheme." 

This man i a canny Scotchman, and he hac; 
boon thinking- since, and this morning's 
"Daily Mail" contains the following:-

" Toowoomba, Thursday.-):[r. A. E. 
Ca.moron, chairman of thu Burton branch 
of the Queensland Fanncro' Union, and 
ehairman of the Darling Downs Divi­
sional \'ouncil and Central Downs Dis­
trict Council, spc a king to a representa­
tive of ' The Daily :'\la il ' to-day, stated 
that he wa, not as r,ati.,[ied with the 
Government's agricultural scherno now 
as ho v. as in the 011rl:v· stagps of that 
scheme. 

"Asked his reasons for thio, 11r. 
Camcrou replied tbat it wai3 owing to 
the alteration of the JWL·omwl of the 
board giving the Governn1Pnt the grea.tcr 
proportion of mprc,scntation on it. '\ir. 
Cameron remarked that there seemed to 
be too n1any GoYcrrnncnt rnen cunnectccl 
with tho scheme, and ilwsc' members 
could outvote at anv time an<, 
tion for the rf'licf of th,: 
that wa, brought for:. ard bv a 
rrprr->-;entativc. ~ 

sugges­
farmcr 

farn1ers' 

" If the Gon'rnmurt wished to help the 
man on the land. it must give him 
<.;.fsi.3tancc ·without interference." 

In bring-ing in a noercivo n1easurc like this 
we aw following a trend which, I am glad to 
say, is br. ;ng brokl1 11 up else\Yherc. The prin­
ciple at stake is the same. I notice that the 
strikes in America have caused the people 
of Washington to think, a.nd this is what 
President Harding said-

" Tho GovernnH'nt Yi·ill force no rnan 
to employ men againet the free exercise 
of an employer's rights. The Govern­
ment is concerned with a coal production 
sufficient to meet the requirements of 
industries and trans]1ortation, and to 
prevent a fuel frminc." 

This is a coercive meamre, intended to dic­
tate to Gvcrvor'f' what he shall do and what 
he shall n,;t do. Then, I notice also in 

[Mr. G. P. Banws. 

connection with the seamen's strike in the­
South, that this statement is made by Mr. 
Kneen-

" That the Seamen's Union has agreed 
that ships' officers shall select and engage 
those men whom the officers desire." 

And he concludes with a definite assurance 
that the whole of the Cornmon•realth fleet 
Yiill be laid up in the event of an:,- further 
job-control tactics being employed. That 
proves that a change has come over the scene. 
and t.he Governmfmt are too late in the day 
in bringing in a reBtrictive and coercive­
measure regarding the producer·•. Instead 
of foisting on thorn hard conditions, and 
instead of pinning the country down to 
Sovietism, they "hou 1 d be opening their 
arms and breaking away fron1 conditions 
of that kind. \Yo are a> dependent as 
PYC'r we were on tht' enterprise and industry 
of the people, and this la.nd will never become 
great. or continue to bo great-it is great 
now, considering all thing.o-unk'ls the people 
have more freedom than they h"':e at pre­
S('nt. This State is wonderfully prosperous 
considering all things, aml prosperous 
because men have had their own way in 
life. They h • \'e fallen hack on their own 
resources, their own initintive, their own 
enterprise, and I sincerely hope that this 
fair land of ours is not going to be cursed 
by the passing of legislation· which will be 
destructive of oue freedom. and which will 
prevent all development in the futuro. 

Mr. DEACO:" (Cunninyhmn): I \ronder 
at the Government bringing in this Bill, and 
I wonder, if the Premier intends to P,'!;SS it, 
how he managed to convince his party that 
he is sincere. 

ThP PREMIER: It wa; ;tdoptc-1. unani­
mous]:: and enthusiastic 1lly. 

:i\ir. DEACON: Then. I wonder how he 
mamtgcd to convince those gentlemen out­
side who, it if3 generally unders+ood, arc in 
favour of socialism. T wonder at hon. mem­
bers on the othor sido commenting· so freely 
on thP actions of the 1wn. member for Nor­
manbY. I would not. i [ I were in thei1· 
shoes.' be quite so easv in mv mind. They 
arc r<'Jmin~· here 110Yi.: with 'a"hes on theii­
hea.ds. anrl who kno\Y' ho,,- soon the~- will 
h2 on thi., "itk of the House? 

The PRDtiEil: Do von think this Bill will 
lw a good thing for tile Cunningham electors 1 

]\'fr. DEAC:ON: I wondt'l' at so many 
members of thC' Country pert.) entirely ap­
proving of the measure•. I nn1 not so s~1re 
that it is a good tblnp-. I ,Jm not go1ng 
to rondf'nln it altn~r ~th0r. but 'vi11 wait 
until the Bill har; ldt. this House. I a. m 
not quite RUl'O of the (;DYel'nment's intentions 
being entirely and so\Plv in th0 interests of 
tht~ fanners. I do not wish tu cast an:v 
doubt on th(~ -Prcrrli.Pr's sincerit~v. ns I 
believe he secs for himself the mistakes of 
his party. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGilTCT:LTCRE: What 
do von think of the Secretary for .\gricul­
ture? Do you think he is sincNo? 

Mr. DEACON: I Jyvf' nov<>r hPo.rd the 
Socrdar'' for Agricultnre di'clare himself 
vet. but' I hrtv<' l'l'an! the Premier declare 
from a pletform that his party have made 
mistakes in thl' past. 

The PmonER: All parties make mist.Jkcs; 
we are not supermen. 

:!'Jfr. DEACON: Speaking at Warwick, thP 
Premier said they had no body of organised 
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farmers that could spPak for them and cor­
rect him; but I would remind him now that 
there is a political party repre,enting the 
farmers who know what the farmers want, 
and they have told him in this Houso that 
they art> quite prepared to give him their 
assistance. I hope he will remember that. 
I do not wish to resurrect , any unpleasant 
memorie,, but ono cannot forget what the 
Govcrnnw:nt have done. Charges have been 
thrown across this Chamber, but I do not 
wish to repeat them. I hope the Premier 
will believe hon. members on this side when 
they state that they desire to make this a 
workable measure. I am proud to say I am 
a farmer, and I am pl'Oud to be a member 
of a fanners' political party. It is not so 
long ago that there 'vas no political party 
organised solely in the interests of the 
farmers. Now have tho Labour party 
thro\Yillg over their own party and turning 
into an agricultural party. I feel proud of 
the progress the Lnmcrs h"vc made politi­
cally. seeing that they have two big parties 
in this House claiming to be dPsirous of 
a·.sisting to pass mea, ures in their interests. 

The PREc.I!ER: 'Will you giyo me your moral 
support at the next election? 

Mr. DEACON: I will give the Premier 
my moral support when I recognise his sin­
cerity. I am not saying that o£ the whole 

of the party. I want to know 
[10 p.m.] how the Go,-ernment will treat tho 

amendments which are required 
in th<:> Bill. If they will acc0J1t reasonable 
amendment,, I will· gi,-e them my moral 
support. The Bill requires many amend­
ments. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR .\GRrCl'LTURE: ?vlention 
one or tv•io. 

Mr. DEACON: One thing I object to is 
political control. I do not sec why the Minis­
ter of the day should have control, hecauso 
he has five Government votes under his 
control. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCl'LTURE: Five out 
of how many? 

Mr. DEACON: It might b, frvo out of ton. 
It is too many. After all. this is the farmer's 
own bu ·incss. It is admitted that the farmer 
can 1nanago his own concerns. and 'vhy not 
leave the rLanagcrncnt of this busiuo;;:s entjrely 
to him ? It may be considered rig·ht, be ea use 
there is a Government subsidy, that the 
Governn1ont should ha.\~0 sornc fSav in the 
matter; bnt if we look back wc ;hall find 
that the Government OW(~ U'" some mOllOV. 

Thcv have admittPd, hv the introduction ~f 
a Land Tax Acts Amcn,dment Bill, that they 
took so:me n1onev fron1 us ~1, hi eh thov were 
aot entitled to take by imposing high rail­
way freight'•. Rather than h~' ye Government 
managen1ent by a Governn1cnt nominee-, I 
would prefer to seo the measure go through 
without a subsid>'. ·w" . hould lot the farmers 
have the contra'[ in the-ir own hands; they 
nrd jealous of their inJcnendcncc, and desire 
free;lom of action in manag·ing· their own 
iiffairs. Tho Bill will not be so bad if that 
one dcfoct is removed and the management 
left solely in farmers' hands. I am not sure 
that the scheme i' going to b0 thoroughly 
succt' sful; it all depends upon the iuterest 
which tho farmers will take in it. I would 
ask the Premier and the Secretary for Agri­
culture to rem!'mbor that the farmers arc 
naturall,y suspicious of too many orgRniscrs. 
It causes them to think th11t thev are being 
pushed into the scheme and are not being 

asked to take it up voluntarib, and that has 
stopped them from taking the intere3t they 
would otherwise take in the Bill. It is abso­
lntcly impossible for a small Council of twenty 
or twenty-five mon to manage all the produc­
ing industries of this great country when you 
think of the great distances involved and the 
financial a"istance which will be required. 
W<> know the difficulties we have had with 
the ,,·heat pool. The \Vhcat Board, in taking 
deliverv of wheat. made small advances. 
The farmers had to financo themselves on 
those advances, and it was impossible for 
them to carry on with them. The fact that 
thev c.uried on was duo to other resources 
they had. At the prco,<mt time the last year's 
crop is not yet paid for. For the present 
crop we have received only 4s. As the cost 
of handling whca.t is something like 10s., how 
are you going to carry on for twolve n1.onths 
on one small ~ dvance like that? 

I have to do the financing of my farm, 
and I know what it is. If thn board arc 
unable to do the financing, where is the 
farmer to get the money from? At present 
he gets it from the stor, keeper and the 
middl "man, but under this se hem'' wo propose 
to cut them out. \V c ,~re takin1 it out of 
their hands. All the purchase of machinery 
and everything that. a f8rn1cr rrquircs \"vill be 
d.ono by the Council. \Vhcn we consider wlwt 
it takes to financ·' a farm. I consider it will 
cost £5,000,000 or .£6,000.000 tn fmance this 
sLhcn1e. I an1 not gcing to glYc thP- Govcrn­
Jncnt credit for bringing this scheme forwar·d, 
bec:1usc I havf' n1v donbts about the rnea ":urP, 
and I think it has been overrated. As it 
stands at present., it is unworkable, and I hope 
it will be amended. I think we should watch 
tho definition of "primary producer." There 
arc possibilities there. I nndrrstand that 
this Bill has been introduec·d for the beno!it 
of the primary producer, the grazier, and 
fa1·mer parti<:ularly. A man vvho 'vorkv, 011 a­
farm is really a primary produc2r, and at 
presPnt it is po3sibl::> to bring him und<:r 
th,, Bill. Any organieor can nfcly say, rf 
ho is engaged in primary produe+,ion, that he 
iFJ a prin1ary producer. The c~1necutters can 
say it .. ~1;d they ca~1 t;o rcpresen~cd on th:: 
C<Junc1l n thC'y are 1nc~ud_. d <:13 pr1rnar~" pro­
ducers, I sa v thev ~honld not b·· on the 
Council, bccau'So the~v 1vi1l nut have the rc~Snon­
sihility of finding th, money. They will get 
as 1nurh as t,hcv ( .Jn cut of it. That has 
been the attHndG of th0 1vorkjng mttn fo~~ a 
r,ood rnany ~P'Hrs. Thc:r hnYc been puE'-h1ng 
tho Government to get ns n1nch as th<'y can 
out of peopk. quite y gardlus of ,,-hcther· 
the intcreets i·hey are puching can pay them 
or not. If thev n·n indude"? in a '·eheme of 
this kind, the:- 'might pursue the same tactics. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You ought to 
r<•ad the definition. 

Mr. DF:ACO:\f: A m''''dmcnts will bC' offc'red 
in the hope that they will rceeive consideration. 
Hon. members opposite Llk about the mid­
dleman, but the middleman does not trouble 
the farmer. The farmer knows what he is 
doine:, and I have ;,een a fr n middlemen who 
did ~1ot corne off best in t.h: ir d a !s \vith the 
farmers. (Ln.ughtor.) His not in t.ho interests 
of tho consumer to do without the middleman. 
\Yo hone to get tho middlcrn-m's profit and 
deal directlv >Yith tht comumcr om,;elvcs. It 
i:, the consumer who puts the middleman 
thBre. If the consumers chose to come to the 
farmers direct, they rould bu:: all the stuff 
thev wcmwd; but th:'y want it in driblets. 
and they want it brought to their doors by 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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the middlemen. The farmers do not quarrel 
with tho rniddlcm0n. \Vc makp good use of 
thmn. V\l.e say that at son1r: tin1c or oth(~r 
wo will do the middleman's busino' when we 
arc ready for the job. As an agricultural 
policy, this Bill is not what I hoped for. I 
know Uw fnrmorg arc taking a groat deal 
1nore int·0rest in it at the present; time. I 
would sooner give the farmers immediate 
relief [Llld not ha\ e such a big schorrw as this, 
which is not likely to giYe thcu1 innncdiato 
benefit. \\~u could help the farmer more in 
other w-ays by giving him v:hat be is asking 
for than by this Bill. I would give him 
1nore railwav communication, Jnore sidings, 
more sheds, and lower fre'ghh. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR R~'IL\\".\';;: That is the 
nresont policy. Arc >OU not getting lo\ver 
freight~~ and men:: sheds? 

Mr. DEACO"J: Tho fr.~ighb w0ro put up 
on boom prices jn boom tirne~, 'JIH.l they have 
not come down to tho prC"i('nt level of prices. 
That is ono dir._,ction in which rnorc direct 
and immediate rcl10f could be g-iven. J\Iore 
ra.ih\ a~-s arc rrquin--d. I v. as travelling a. 
short time ago in North Queon,land in tho 
sugar di ~tric~·"', and I saw :: lot of narnrw­
gauge tratn¥rays, and I n:rn quito sure that 
that syst.cn1 could be extenrl(1 d ill other fanning 
·districts and do a lot of good. 

Mr. BEBB!NGTON : vVo ha VC been asking 
for light railways for tho last ten years. 

Mr. DEACO~: Assistance could also be 
given in road-making. I do not mean assist­
ance by the Main Roads Board, because, so 
far as I know, that is not a syetem which 
the farmers consider a good one. Certain 
locali tics get n'J benefit at all irom it. There 
is nothing so dear in the wa.:" of haulage as 
drawing stuff long distanc( s by farm teams. 
If you look at an agricultural map of the 
State. you will find that farming is confined 
practically to v:ithin ten or eleven miles 
from railway Iincs. Outside of that, on the 
a vcra.ge, it is hardly possi blo to carry heavy 
good', although ther0 may b0 exceptions. 
Then I would totally abolish t,hc la.nd tax 
on the farmer's L1nd. If there is one thing 
I feel pretty keenly about, it is that tax 
on farm land. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I hope the 
hon. member will not discuss tho land tax; 
there will be another opportunity to do 
that. 

Mr. DEACON· I am pointing out that 
there are other ways of gettin;; relief than 
by this Bill. I understand that the main 
object of the Council of Agriculture is to 
make suggestions to relieve the farmer. I 
can suggest one roliof measure no1Y, without 
waiting for the election of the Council. I 
do not kno1.v wh('t·hcr t·1lP Councll ran make 
an effective recommendation on it, bec>wso 
it can be dealt •vith only by this Chamber. 
I refer to tho income tax. Farmers suffer 
from a great many things. It iB quite pos­
sible for them to have to P"Y what are 
reallv tw0 incon1e taxes on ono ,,~ertr's income. 
Supposing a man has a bad ye;;_r? 

'l'hc DEPUTY SPBAKER: Order ! I 
have already pointed out to the hon. member 
that la tor in tho session he will ha vo an 
opportunity of expressing his views on that 
particular question. 

Mr. DEACON: I am not going to speak 
on tho Income Tax ~l>cts ~\Jll,~c:chnr•nt Bill: 
I am only speaking on the possibilities of 
this Council of Agri.;ulture. I understand 
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it will be their duty to suggest these things, 
and I am pointing out that it is impossible 
for them to make suggestions with any effect. 
Supposing a man ha·,, a lofing y0ar, he gets 
nothing; the second year his crop is har­
vested at the end of the year; ho is not, 
perhaps, able to sell until the bcg·inning of 
the next :;·ear. That is a matter in respect 
of which the Council \vill not be able b do 
anything. At the end of the. yea>:, if the 
markt't is at all favourable, he m1ght sell 
another crop. That woulcl mean that he 
·.rould have sold two crops in one year. No 
consideration is given in the direction of 
taking an a vera.go over a long period o~ 
years. A recon1n1''nrtah0n front th"' Counr11 
to thet effect .,,mid not bo listened to by 
any Government. 

I referred a little whiln back to political 
control. Hero is a matter ,,-here political 
control would come in. Sunposirq:; t1w 1\tlin­
i~tcr was ii.gainst the fnrn1in(2,' industr--. and 
did not wish his leo;ishtion to be disa.p­
nroYPd of bv thi·· CoUllcil. ll0 \Vnuld do hi:3 
best to gPt 'an ("JcprePsion of opinion favour­
able to that leg-islation. It wonld be quite 
ca<;;::v to do 1t. Hr won1cl hav0 fiyp no--::inces 
a bsolntelv depf'nde'lt on tho Government of 
thl' day for their billch. 

The PRE\liER : Those men are not absolutely 
r!orwnrlent npon the Government of the day 
for thf'ir billets. The Com•,Jissionnr for Rail. 
ways i.~ nppointed under tho R.aj]\Yay:; 1-~ct. 

JHr. FRY: As the Government have a 
maj<'r;ty in the Hons<', he is dcpcnde11t on 
tho Gonn,mcnt for hi:o billet. 

).11~. D:E.\CON: Tho {"' n10n 
to 0YC \vjth the Goycrnrn~:nt. 
dep;;ndcnt on the fanners; 
responsible to the farm<"rs; 
trouble. 

rnust Sf>·O 

Threv aro 
they .. are 

that is 

OVG 
n .. ot 
not 
the 

~1r. COILINS: 1_"lhcre are more faYmPrs in tny 
clcctorrrtc than there are in yours. rrhey are 
not growling at all; they woioome this Bill. 

Mr. DEACON: If the hon. member for 
Bo\YCn will listen to rne, he "·ill find tliat 
the farmers' attitude on this is mine. They 
are waiting- to see what will become of the 
scheme. \\'h0n they se· it in actual opera­
tion, thcv will tell the Government whether 
they apJ)rovo of it or not. The \Yheat Board 
is not perfed. Tho Minister ,ugg<'->ted that 
it was pmsible under this Bill to have a 
general pooling system; ccnd hero there is 
nc··d for caution. I am not going to conde1nn 
the \Vhoat Board, because thoro have been 
difliculti<'S that thev have not been able to 
Rf"t ooc cr. lVIai?o jsu a cou1moditv that could 
bo pooled with profit. \Ve ·have found 
every year that, when the price of maize rose 
to a certain level, it c.'1me in from other 
States. If th0 farmers controlled the election 
to this Council of Agric•rlturc they would 
do what is right. I am opposed to the 0l oc~ 
tTon of Governmt?nt nominees. Only recently 
the Co~Tnnissioner for Railwa:vs cxprr, )Cd his 
approval of the \Vheat Board; but he only 
knows the ir:nprovr'Dlcnt it malH'S in his 
d0nnrtme.·lt. and is not aw:d·o of ano; of the 
dd0cb. The inrOJwonionrcs-and there aro 
m.a.n~-ban~ to be borne hv the farmer, and 
thnt · ;s wh · I "ould not like tn sec the Com­
mi·· ion er 'for HaihYav·, on a Council of this 
kind~ He will comider tlw convenience. of 
his department. which would be able to save 
\«one,·. 1:nder th0 pn·ccnt \\~heat Board, 
delivery is slow. ancl the far.ncr has to travel 
]ong d'istanccs,, and has to •,vu it :::cnnet1mts 
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day and night to get his wheat unloaded. 
I have seen teams waiting two days to be 
unloa,cled. That is all extra cost to tho 
farmer. I know the \Vheat BDard have 
attemptecl to Dbviato this difficulty. but they 
are dealing with such a large qnantity that 
they cannot cDnsidcr the• individual. They 
have certain arrangements with the Commis­
sioner for Railwavs. The Home Secretary 
said that this is '' a cookies' ,,tunt." This 
Bill should be solelv in the interests of the 
"cockie~." I a1n a "cocky" rnyself, and 
always have been, I hopo the Secretary for 
Agriculture will c,onsider the opinions of hDn. 
members on this side when the Bill is in 
·committ0e. 

At 10.25 p.m., 
The SPEAKER recumed the chair. 

Mr. DEACO:\': There are many other 
things in the Bill just as important as those 
T ha vc mentioned, and I would like to deal 
with them, but the time will nDt permit me 
to do so. \Vhon amendments are proposed 
in Committee by members on this side that 
will make it a workable measure, I appeal 
to the Government to give them earnest 
consideration. 

Mr. :--;OTT (Stanley) : I beg to move-
" That the debate be now adjourned." 

Qmwtion put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate wa• made an 

Drder of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 10.26 p.m. 
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