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Loand Tax Act.

[ASSEMBLY | Questions.

THURSDAY, 13 JULY, 1922.

The Srraker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS IN
REPLY.

The SPEAKER: T have to rcport to the
House that this morning I presented to IHis
Txcellency the Governor the Address in Reply
to His Excellency’s Opening Speech, agreed
to by the House on the 12th instant, and
that His Excellency was pleased to malke the
following reply thereta:—

¢ Government House,
 Brisbane.
“ Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen,

“On  behalf of our Most Gracious
Sovereign I thank the representatives of
the people for the expression of their
continued loyalty and affection to His
Majesty’s Throne and Person,

“I am fully assured that the various
measures referred to in my Speech open-
ing the present session ‘and all other
matters that may be brought before you
will receive your most careful considera-
tion, and that it will be your earnest
endeavour s0 to deal with them that
your labours may tend to the advance-
ment and prosprrity of the State.

¢ MATTHEW INATHAN.”

QUESTIONS.

Derostts or LiFe ASSURANCE {COMPANIES
WITE TREASURY.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Premier
and Treasurer—

“1. What amount was on deposit with
the Treasury under the Life Assurance
Companies Act as at 30th June in each
of the following years:—1902, 1908, 1914,
1920, 1922—(a) In cash; (b) Government
securities?

92, What was the amount of such
1920, 1922—(a) in cash; (b) Government
being compulsory under the Act?



Questions

¢ 3 What rate of interest (and the
amount of such interest) was allowed to
the companies concorned on the deposits
in each of the years mentioned?”’
The PREMIER (Ilon. E. G. Theodorse,
Chillagoe) replied—

DIPOSITS.

hale. o =
ol ]
30th Jwue— | £ i “ £
1802 0L £9.0400 | 310,720 | 120,000
1904 “ Ni 84,07 | 311,120 \ 130,00
1914 i) 20 81,000 311120 ‘ 120,000
1920 Nilj 242 120 64,0 0] 306,120 | 140,000
1922

o il “ 262 670 1 64000 | 826,670 | 110,000

3. The companiss draw the interest
half-yearly which their respective seeuri-
ties attract; the rates are various.”

AMOUNT RECEIVED FROM RENT OF MINERAL
AND TrivBEr LANDS AND FROM SALE OF
Laxns, 1920-1922.

Mr. KERR asked the Secretary for Public
Lands—

“ 1. What amount, as rent, was received
from mineral and timb-r lands and for
the sale of lands during the financial
years 1920-21, 1921-227

“ 2. To what account were the proceods
credived 17

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon, J. I1. Coyne, Warregon) replied—

“1. and 2. The questions in their present
form are not understood. There are
‘timb:r lands’ held under different
tenures outside the boundaries of National
parks, State forest, and timber reserves.
Rents received from mineral lands are
collected by the Mines Department, If
the hon. member will state definitely and
clearly what information he requires, it
will be obtained.”

CLOSURE OF A STREET IN GYMPIE.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba),
without notice, asked the Secretary for Public
Lands—

“ Will he, before giving a decision in
the matter of the closure of Reef street,
Gympie, lay on the table of this House all
papers in connection therewith?”’

_The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—
“ T have no objection to do so.”

IMPROTPER FORM OF QUESTION.

Mr., CORSER (Burneit) gave notice of a
question, and while reading it,

The SPEAKER: Order! The idea of
asking questions is to obtain information, and
not to give it to the House.

_Mr. CORBSER, continuing to read the ques-
tion, quoted statements said to have Leen
made by the Premier,

The SPEAKER : Order! The Speaker has
the right to edit all questions, and I shall
certainly not allow that question to appear
on the business-paper without considerable
alteration.

Mr. CORSER: It would be fairly harmful
to the Government if you did.

The SPEAKER : Order!

[13 Jouwrvy.]
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Commonwsaaltl Constitution. 2

HEALTH ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
MeCormack, Cairns) : 1 beg to move—

““ That the House will, at its next sitting,
resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider of the desirableness of
introducing a Bill to amend the Health
Acts, 1900 to 1917, in certain particulars.”

Question put and passed.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF COMMON-
WEALTH CONSTITUTION.

NeEWw S7tarEs MoVEMENT-—RESUMPTION OF
DeBATE.

On the Order of the Day being called for
the resumption of the debate on Mr. Forde’s
motion—

“That, in the opinion of this Parlia-
ment, the time has arrived for the
remodelling of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution providing for the subdivision of
Australia into a greater number of self-
governing  States, making for more
economical and effective government, and
also providing an easy method for the
people living in any district, such as
Central Queensland or Northern New
South Wales, to obtain self-government,
and that the Prime Minister of Australia
be urged to take the necessary steps to
bring about these reforms”—

On which Mr. Peterson had moved—

“That the question be amended by
the omission of all words after the
word ‘ Thst,” on line 1, with a view to
the insertion in their place of the words
‘this Parliament hereby consents to the
creation of a new State comprizing the
territory known as North Queensland, and
a new State comprising the territory
known as {*ntral Queensland.””’

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I d-sire to say a
few words on this proposal.

The PREMIER: Do you want it ?

Mr. MOORE: No, I am opposed to if,
because I think it is only going to lead to
expernse.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
opposing the amendment ?

Mr. MOORE: I am opposing both motion
and amendment, because I do not think there
has been any mandate from the people out-
side, or any agitation, to speak of, amongst
them. The Government did not move either
the motion or the amcudment, It has been
left to a private member to do it for a little
private electioneering purpose. We know that
the hon. member is standing for a Federal
seat. Nobody pretonds that the Government
arec behind it. Evervbody knows that if
they were it would not be left to the hon.
member for Rockhampton to move it. The
Premier would do that. During the last debate
in 1913 the then Premier pointed cut that it
was quite within the province of the Quecns-
land Parliament to take the first step towards
the division of Queensland into thrce States;
but he also pointed out that there had been
no «demand from the peopls for it, and
there had been no deputation to him on
the subject. I want to point out that
we have had no deputations asking for it
There may be a little private agitation in
one or two small centres in Central and
Northern Queensland, but there has been no

Mr. Moore.]
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agitation which has shaken Queensland as a
whole.  We know that the conditions to- day
are totally different from what they were
many years ago when separation was a live
question.  We have the railway to Rock-
hampton, and it is almost completed right
up to the North. The distances are cut down
to a tremendous extent compared with what
they were.

Mr. HarTLEY:
Government.

Mr. MOORE : Thanks to no Labour Govern-
ment, but thanks to the gencral progress of
the State. Communication has been made
casy right along the coastline,

Mr. Hamrrizy: A former Commissioner
would not build the North Coast lin» because
it would compete with the steamers.

Mr. MOORE: I do not know whether he
would do it at tho time or not; but we know
that the railway connection up the coast and
the general raslway policy was laid down
years and years ago. Unfortunately, that
policy, which was laid down by Sir Thomas
McIlwraith, has been departed from for
political purposes,

There 1s no doubt that the proposal would
not lead to economy. The Lands Department
has a branch in Rockhampton; the Railway
Department 1s practically decentralised, and
Rockhamnpton has its own chief of staff, who
is only responsible to the Commissioner. He
has the running of the railwars generally in
that area, and ih: same remark applics to
the North. I do not think the resson exints
to-day ti ieted twenty years ago, when
this was a live guestion.

Mr. FornE interjected.

Thanks to the Labour

Kr. MOORE: I have not secn very won-
derful  thi come from the Governmen:,
I have wcon a nudt deal of distress aud

unemplovment. as
ditions that we wev
in Wy opinion,
tion and
Clentral or

¢ all sorts of cou-
{ and which,
are duc to bad administra-
extravagance. 1 do not think
Northern Queensland is going ro

benefit by our having three Parliaments in-
Iu n1u<t Iead to

stead of ene for Quecnsland,
reater expense, It certain
the expense of this Parliament if we reducod
the number of members, but I do not think
is would decrease the expense in Quocnsland
as a whole if we had three Parlaments.
When the Commonwealth was inauguraied
wi siere told of the enormous saving that
would result from the Commonwealth taking
over the Post Office and many other services
which the Stotes at that time were adminis-
tering. It was said the resalt would be a
reduction in the number of public servants
and in the cost of all those services, What
has been the result? We know perfectly well
the expenses have been doubied. We have
not fewer public servants. The work in
connection with income tax, land tax, and
electoral matters has been duplzr’ated Does
anybody say there would be a different
resnlt if we divided Queensland into three
States?

3r. Fornz: Do
rent for Australia?

Mr. MOORE: I am advocating common
sense in administration—that we should have
one sot of oflicials to collect taxation and
ono]ﬂet of officials to carry out the dcbtorm
work.

you advocate one Govern-

_Mr. ForRDE: You are arguing for unifica-
tien.
[Hr, Hoore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commosnwealth Consiitution.

Mr. MOORY: I am not; I am
against having Queenzland further
because the necessity does not ex
0. .

Mr. HirrLey: According to your argu-
ment, there ought to be one Parlinment and

argui:
apln \]
for doiny

one insane asylumn.
Mr. MOORE: That is not so. I want to

climinate unnecessary Cxpense. Nobody can
sny we have done that. Iiversbody knows

that, in many depurtmontq we have doubled
the expense when money could have been
saved. I think hon, m(;nbors opposite recog-
nise that as well as we do. Because they
have failed to carry cut certain duties, they
say we are arguing for unification. I do not
think the hon. member for Rockhampton put

up any case whea he was arguing for separa-
tion., He was getting in a certain amounnf

of political propaganda,
It certainly did not come off to a great
extent; his cartridge was a Dblank onc. If
it is derired to have separation, the wishes
of the people should be consulted by referen-
dum, instead of having this Parlianient brin
forward a motion saying Quccensland should
be divided up, owing to the influence of a
small section who, perhaps. ave direetlr
interested for certain political purposc If
the diradvantages of the piec stem werce
likely to be compensated for by the advan-
tage of cconomy, greater population, or any-

but nothing else.

thing of that sort, the ition \‘ovld
quite different. T cannot. for the life of mo

=0 how separation is going to increase popu-
lation.

The hon. member for Reckhampton
that the admini-tration of the Lands Depart-
ment and other Government. d"pal‘f rents
faulty, and would be improved bj i 3
local administration in the different d]atrlﬁtQ
but he put forward no argument why there
would be a greater population in Central ov
Northern Queensland because of an altera-
tion in the administration. Varions hon
members opposite have said what this Go-
vermnent have done—the cxeellen!  strides
made by them in the Centre snd Nocth.
Now we have an hon. mamber on the other
side saying that all thar administration is
fanlty, and that the Centrve and the North
would get on fer bhetter if the State was
cut up and each district had its own local
adminstration.

Mr. FomprE: Good qovormnont in the
Scuth is not to be comnared with gsod self-
government,

Mr. MOORE: If we have good government
in the South, the Centre and the North will

be ampiy compensated for any dizadvan-
tages ther may =uffer through distancs from
Brisbane; but, unfortuns tolv we have not

got a good Government in the South, and
both the North and the Centre are now
endeavouring to get aw from the unfortu-
nate position they have got into.

Mr. Who =ays that?

Mr. I say it

Mr. Take a division, and see
if the ¥S SO,

Mr. MOCORE: I am not here to take a
division, I am here to give my views. I
am here to show why scparation is not for
the benefit of Quceensland.,  As to faking a

other night the Government
prevented a  division because

division, the
deliberately
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they did not want to take a vote on the
nmiotiol.

Mr. Kizwax: That is an awful suggestion
to make.

Mr. MOORE : The motion was talked out
by hon. members opposite 3o that a division
would not be taken. So little interest was
taken in the matter that the hon. member
for Rockhampton at first could not get a
seconder for his motion, even though he
called out for someonec to second it. He
then wanted someone to move that he should
be given an extension of time. but he could
not get anyone to do it for him. Nobody
in the House was keen enough on the ques-
tion to do that. They all rccognised that
it was: purely political propaganda for the
comiing  Federal elections, and they were
disgusted as much as we were that this
House should be made the means for such
a purpose as that. Ion. members opposite
also thought that, if the hon. member for
Rockhampton wanted to indulge in proga-
canda, the proper place was in the electorate,

Mr. Coruins: Do you back up the Country
party in the Federal Parliament?

AMr. BIOORY: I back them up in anything
I agree with.

Mr. CorniNs:
your leader.

Mr. MOORE: I am not. 1 havs a right
to give my views. If Dr. Karle Page likes
to advocate scparation throughout ‘iustralia,
and he can show me it is going to be an
advantage, I am quite prepared to acespt
it.  The hon. member for Rockhampton
advanced no argument to show that there
was going to be any benefit to Queensland.
ife did not show how expenses were going
to be reduced. He made the statement that
immigration to Central and Northern Quecns-
land weuld probably be greater, and that
more people would settle on the land, but
be advanced no proof in support of his
statement.

Mr. ForpeE: I named other countries that
hiad gone in for subdivision.

Mr. MOORE: A
proof.

Mr. Fonrpe: I have the right to put the
vase for Central Quecnsland.

AMr. MOORE : And I claim the right, also,
to say that I object to separation. I also
claim the right to show that the cenditions
ander which the agitation for separation

s first started were totally differ ng from
what they are to-day. The Secrctary for
Railways some years ago was very keen on
the question.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
on 1t to-day.

My, MOORE: The hon.
s h

nearly #0 keen ws he was.

You are now denouncing

mere statement is not

T am keen

gentleman is not

The SecrETARY FOR Rarnwavs: Yes, I am.
I do not get an opportunity of speaking
because hon. members opposite utilise the
whole time.

Mr. MCORE : I will give the hon. gentle-
man an cpportunity of discussing the matter
if he has his heart in it. It lies within the
power of this Parliament to take the first
step to get what some hon. members ardently
desire,  The Sceretary for Railways was
ardently in favour of separation when he
wzs in opposition. After the Government

113 Jury.]
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have been in office for seven years, during
which time the hon. gentleman has boen a
Minister of the Crown for four or five years,
he has allowed this matter which was so
close to his heart to die out absolutely, and
the motion has to be moved by a private
member in order to wake the Minister up to
sar whether he wants separation or not. If
hon. members opposite who have spoken on
this question had the muatter at heart, as
they pretend to have, they could have got
the Government to take steps to grant them
the desire of their heart.  All sorts of
“tiddlywinking” legiclation have been brought
forward. All sorts of extravagances have
beer permitted to go on, and we find hon.
members opposite are absolutely silent until
a I'ederal! clection is coming on. It stands
to reason that no Cabinet that really thought
separation in Queensland was going to be
for the bencfit of the State would have kept
sifent so long. T do not think separation will
be for the benefit of the State. and I intend

to oppose both the amendment and the
moticn.
Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): 1 am

rather surprised at this motion coming for-
ward to-day, as I understood the motion,
notice of which was given by the hon. member
for Townsville, would have come forward for
discussion.  Unfortunately, the Government,
who have the regulating of the business
paper, have brought forward this motion
&gain.

The Premier: The Standing Orders regu-
late that—not the Government.

Mr. FLETCHER: It

last session.

was so regulated
The PreEvizr: No. The Standing Orders
provide that on days set apart for private
business notices of motion and Orders of the
Day, not being Government business. shall
take precedence on alternate sitting days.

Mr. FLETCHER: I propose to support
the amendment, as I recognise that it is

sound in priveiple. The hon. member for
Hockhampton does not know the position.
tfe 13 behind the times. Under the Constitu-
tion to-day it is quite »within the power of
thiv House to move that new States be
created in Queensland, and that was shown
na far back as 1913, when Mr. Adamson, the
late member for Rockhampton, moved a
motion similar to the amendment moved by
the hon. member for Normanby. At that
time, as reported in ¢ Hansard,” No. exiv.,
page 35, Mr. Adamson moved—

“That, in the opinicn of this House,
the time hus arriyed when Queensland
should be divided into three States, and
that Central and Northern Queensland
shall each be granted a separate Consti-
tution, subject to the Constitution Act
of the Commonwealth of Australia, and
that this resslutionn be transmitted to
the Legislative Council for their con-
currence by message in the usual form.”

It is not Jikely that Mr. Adamson would
have moved a motion of that kind if he
as not in order, under the Constitution, in
doing so.
Mr. Forpe: Was therc business in i?

Mr. FLETCHER : Now the hon. member
for Rockhamnton comes along and asks that
the Constitution be amended, although there
is power to-day for new States to be

Mr. Flcteher?
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created. He is only secking notorietr and
publicity because a Federal election is coming
on; but the electors of Capricornia will know
how to treat him.

A GOVERNMENT
him in.

Mr. FLETCHER : They will not put him
in. They do not treat him seriously. They
know he is unreliable and superficial, and
this motion proves that he is unreliable.

Mr. ForDE:

My, FLETCHER: 1 plopose to support
the amendment, because 1t is very necessary
that we should have now States in Queens-
land. I do not agree with the hon. member
for Aubigny, who said that the creation of
new States would be a mistake, Queensland
is altogether loo large a State for it to
progress as we would like to see it progress.
Take the States of America. Why, twenty
of them could be put into Qucensland From
the very dd,y new States were formed in
America we suw rcemarkable progress, and
T believe we would see thc same progress
here if Quecensland were divided into three
States. Physically, Queensland lends itself
to a subdivision into three States. Our
watercourses, railways, and harbours all
indicate that a subdivision would be of great
advantage. In Central Queensland we have
seen the development of Rockhampton to
the disadvantage of Gladstone, and, if we
had a new Stat~ in Ceatral Queensland—as
we undoubtedly should have—we would wece
the right thing done, and we would see
Gladstone develop as it should be developed.
We have a remarkable harbour there—the
second best harbour in Australia. No money
has been spent on it. It is a natural har-
bour. Hundreds of ships can lie at anchor
in the harbour, and vessels drawing up to
23 feet can come up to the wharves without
any dredging. At a very little expenditure
on the building of wharves we could accom-
modate any number of vessels there to-dax.
By reclamation we could plmlde some Vvery
fine land for building warehouses. The
asscts that would be created by this reclama-
tion would pav for the construction of
wharves and for developing the harbour
generally.

Mryr. HarTtiey: They had to bring a boat
from (ladstone to Port Alma the other day
to finish loading.

My, FLETCHER: The present Govern-
ment, 23 well as other Governments, have
neglected Gladstone and  developed Rock-
hampton harbours br spending ov21r a million
of money on them. Notwithstanding that, the
harbour dues and wharfage rates are most
expensive at Rockhampton. They charge
6. 8d. per ton on inward cargo and 5s. on
onward cargo, whercas in Gladstone we could
charge 1s. per ton and maks the board pay.

Mr, HARTLEY ;

My, FLETCHER : Owing to the expensive
cost of running the Rockhampton barbours,
they have to charge these exorbitant rates to
try and pay their way; but they still run into
debt. They owe somothmg likke £400.000 to
the Government to date. During the last
three years they have not even pa‘id interest
and redemption. Something like £23,000 was
consolidated two vears ago, and the Premier
has now gone further and lent them <£10,000,
m"owdod they pay interest; but, if interest
1s not paid, there is no penaltv That is
tantamount to saying, ‘ You need not pay

[(Mr. I' Zetcher.

Mewveer: They will put

I have been waking you up.

That is not correct.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commonwealth Constitution.

up unless you like,” and under existing
circumstances there is no chance of its
ever being repaid. It is unpractical and
unsound, and the Premier knows it; but he
has got the Rockhampton members to assist
him, and he wants to protect them in their
elcctorates If we had a separate Govern-
ment in Central Queensland, these things
would not obtain., We would endeavour to
do the right thing, and look after our
finances, and see that they are controlled in
a proper manner; but, under control fromy
Brisbane, the Government do not care what
happens in Central or Northern Queensland.
With three States, you would see inimense
development, bemuse the people there would
take more interest in matters. They would

probably get better men to stand for
Parliament.

GovERNMENT MEuMBERS : Hear, hear! and
laughter.

Mr., FLETCHER: Ceniral Quecnsland

could be made into an immensely rich State.
1 have no doubt that separation will come
in the near future. It is quite impossible
to think tha! we are going to carry on as we
are doing to-day with an immense State,
the legislation for which is passed down in
one corncer of the State. Some hon. members
know nothing about the State, for they have
never travelled throughout it.

The Previer: They are on that side.

Mr. FTLETCHER: They are on the hon.
gentleman’s side, too. Hon. members repre-
senting the Dﬂ.)"hn"" Downs have spent a lot
of time in tmw,lhng over the whole of the
State, 1 have had an opportunity of travel-
ling over the State, and I know its
petentialities.

The Previer: The deputy leader of your
partr has never been north of Gympie.

My, FLETCHER: That iz an argument
in favour of new States. The resources im
Northern Queensland are just as great as in
Southern Quecnsland, but t‘% people do not
wet the same opportunity of developing them.
it stands to reason that th greatest develop-
meont will take place where the seat of
()O\Qll]n’l nt is situated. Whken a former

rmber for Rockhampton, the late Mr.
uum;on moved his motion in favour of

s« puration, there was a division taken, and
f,ro following hon. members voted in Qupport
of it:—Meusrs, Adamson, Barber, Fihelly,
Yolov, Gillies, Grant, Hardacre, Huxham,
&ay, Lennon, Rran, and Theodore. There
ore several of those hon. members here
to-da¥, including the Premier, and it would
be most interesting to see how they stand
now. They say th('y have not changed their
views: but how is it that they allowed a
private member to introduce this motion?
Why did the Government not introduce it?

The Previzr: I will tell you why the
Premier did not move it—because it was a
private member’s motion on prlvate members’
day.

Mr. FLETCHER : But why did the hon.
gentleman not bring it in as Government
business?. He voted for it before. When
the hon. member for Rockhampton brought
it forward last week, the Government evaded
a division, as they did not want one. But it
leads us nowhere at present. Private members’
day generally, so far as I can see, is a farce.
Hon, members do not take it serwusly, and
that is why I did not speak upon the motion
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last week. I had no intention of speaking
to-day, but as it has been brought forward,
I wish to state my views. I am in full accord
with the separation movement.

The PreEMIEr: You are a well-kknown
scparationist—you separated yourself from the
Nationalists.

Mr. FLETCHER : I am glad the Premier
has mentioned that, as it will enable me to
correct a wrong impression straight away.
At the last election I announced on the plat-
form on several occasions, in answer to ques-
tions, that, if I was clected, I would join
the Country party. That was announced in
the Press, and I would not be honouring my
pledge if I did not join the Country party.

My, Forey : What is the difference between
them?

Mr. FLETCHER : The difference is that
the Country party represent the country seats,

and the National party the city seats.
(Government laughter.)
Hon. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): If 1

were to reply to the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat, the Speaker would
probably pull me up, and say that the dis-
cussion was irrelevant. The point that has
Iimpressed me in connection with this matter
is that up to a certain stage we have scarcely
treated 1t with sufficient seriousness. I do
not know whether it is due to the fact that
many members of the IHouse—probably on
both sides—have an impression that there
has been nothing very serious in the motion,
but rather a desire on the part of an hon.
member who may some day, if he lives long
cnough, be the Commonwealth Prime Minis-
ter, and he has probably certain ambitions.
I was in Rockhampton recently, and T found
that in connection with this matter the hon.
member has a number of workers, We all
know that the hon. member for Rockhampton
is a ladies’ man. (Laughter,) They say that
there is no one who is hanging up his hat
to so many ladies as the hon. member for
Rockhampton, and I want to say from my
personal observation that, somchow, not only
has he succeeded in captivating what wou
might call the young women of Brisbane at
the expense of Rockhampton, but he has
succeeded in captivating the old ladies. I
found, when speaking in Rockhampton, that
he had as one of his “barrackers’ there an
ancient lady. T do not know how he managed
to woo her successiully: but, apparently. he
has been successful in that direction, for on
this particular matter, she got up and put
certain questions to me. The hon. member
for Rockhampton made a misstatement the
other day when he told this House that,
when the lady put the question to me in
Rockhampton, I was snuffed out and sat
down. That is not correct. This satellite—
this young, young lady of about sixty

Mr. ForpE: Don't cast
Honx. W. H. BARNES :

is the hon. gentleman’s chisf lady.” and I
apologise on that score. This voung lady
of sixty told me that in 1913 I voted against
scparation on the motion introduced by Mr.
Adamson. I told her that probably was
correct. She then asked why, if I loved
Reekhampton o much, and loved the Central
district so much, I voted against separation.

The PremiEr: That was a very pertinent
question,

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I answered it
just as pertinently. I caid, “ The lady has

any reflections,

I am sorry if she

(13 Juwvy.]
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furnished the answer herself.
I love this district so much.”

The Premier: I am sure that was not
received with applause.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Let us get down
to bedrock in this matter. What is really
behind this resolution? A certain hon.
member goes into other constituencies and
discovers that there is a lock wanted on the
door of a school. He writes down to the
department, and the department write back
and say that the lock will be put on the door
of the school. Then the hon. gentleman gets
a paragraph put in the columns of the local
newspaper saying that the lock is going to
be put on the door of the school, and every-
thing is all right.

Mr. Forbe: That is not true. I am not
going to turn people down because they are
represented by a Tory.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If anyone likes to
took through the files of the Rockhampton
““ Bulletin,” they will see that what I say is
correct. The hon. gentleman has an idea
that when these things are published the
people will say that there js at least one
man who is going to be the saviour of
Queensland, and that man is the hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton. I am not misstating
the case when I say that the hon. member
fer Rockhampton has announced that he is
going to be a candidate for the Capricornia
clectorate in connection with the Federal
House.

Mr. Coruins: He will win by a majority
of 3,000.

Hon. W. . BARNES: The hon. member
for Rockhampton thinks this is splendid
material for him to get in, and he thinks
he will succeed in winning Capricornia.

Mr. Corrins: Of course, he will,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Bowen is sometimes very serious, but he
kneows that the hon. member will not succeed,
because, if it were 1n order, I would say that
there is a better man running against him.

Mr. Forpr: He left the Labour party and
went to your party, and that is why you say
he is a better man.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The question this
House has to consider is: Is separation going
to be of advantage to Queensland or other-
wise? I might point out that on previous
oceasions this question was not made a party
cne. I notice that on the occasion when I
voted against the motion I was in very good
company. I find, Mr. Speaker, that I was in
your company voting against the motion. 1
was also In the company of the late Mr.
Bowman and the late Mr. Hamilton, and Mr.
Gilday, the hon. member for Ithaca, also
voted against the motion, and Mr. Win-
stanley. Judging from the standard of the
other side and this side, I was in very good
company on that occasion. No one will say
that you are in bad company when you are
in the cempany of the present Speaker.
(Laughter.) Members will realise that this
is a big question, The deputy leader of
the Opposition touched the very kernel of
the business when he asked what was going
to be best for Qucensland. During the
advocacy of federation we were told that
the cost of government was going to be
very materially reduced; but we know theat
the cost of government has not been reduced.
We know that it has been increased vers
largely. I am prepared to admit that in

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

It is because
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some directions federation was absolutely
necessary ; but we find ourselves to-day as a
State wh]pped in a way that few States have
been whipped by federation. We find our-
selves so closely linked with the other States
i the development of thls country that, in
my judgment, it would be a huge mistaks
to cut up Queensland into small States. I
think it would be an unwise thing for this
Youse to agree to a motion of this kind. The
ITome Secretary, by interjection this after-
ncon, said that there was pothing in the
motion. The motion is mere fireworks. The
Home Seccretary did not sav it was fireworks,
but T say so. It is introduced for the pur-
posc of gaining influence for a certain hon.
gentleman in a certain district. Like the
deputy leader of the Opposition, I am going
1o vote against the amendment and also
against the motion, because I do not think
it would be in the intcrests of Queensland
to support either.

Question—That the words proposed to be

'Olll]ttcd (Mr. Peterson’s amendment) stand
part of the question—put; and the House
<livided : —
AxEs, 38.
Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Brennan ,, Kirwan
,» Bulrock ,, Land
., Collins ,. Larcombe
,, Conroy ,, MecCornvack
,, Cooper, F. A, ,. Moore
., Cooper, W. ,» Mullan
,, Uoyne ,, Pavne
,, Dash ,, Peose
,» Deacon ., DPollock
., Dunstan Niordan
,, Ferricks Bvan
.. Foley “mith
,» Forde “topford
.. Gilday Theodore
L. Gillies Weir
,. Gledson Wellington
.. Hartley ,. Wilson
Huxham Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. Moore "md Mr. Pease.
Nogs, 27.
Mr. Appel Mr. Kerr
.. Rarves, G. P. .. King
., Rarnes, W. H .. Maxwell
.. Pebbhington ,. Morgan
.. Bell ,, Nott
.. Prand .. Peterson
.. Cattermull ,. Petrie
,, Claxton ,, Roherts J. H. C.
,. Corser ,. Roberts, T.R.
.. Costello .. Sizer
.. Tdwards ., Vowles
., Eiphinstone .. Walker
Green ., Warren
J. Jones

Tellers: Mr.
Resolved in the affirmative.
(Mr. Forde’s motion)—

Kerr and Mr. Sizer.

Original question—
put and passed.

TROTOSED REDUCTION OF MINIS-

TERIAL AND MEMBERS ALLOW-
ANCES AND PUBLIC SERVICE

SALARIES.

Mr. GREEN (Towns#ille), in moving—

“That, in view of the Arbitration

Clourt having decided that. owing to the
redueed cost of living, the basic wage
should be reduced by approximately 10
per cont., this House approves of the
roduction of Ministerial and moembers
allowances to a similar extent. Further,
that the salarvies of all officials ontside
the scope of the Arbitration Court should
ho likewise considered’—

pid: At the present time I am not, nor

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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have I even been, an advocate of low wages
or of a reduction in the standard of living
in any sphere of labour; and, I fell sure, that
all the members sitting on this side can make
the same claim successfully. We contend
that, with more cfficient management and
strict economy, we can improve the condition
of affairs so that it will rveflect itself, not
only upon those carrying on the industrial
work of the community, but also upon those
employed by the Government. The reason
for introducing this motion is that we know
that the Arbitration Court for some time
past has been dealing with wages throughout
the State in various spheres of labour, and,
owing to the fact that the basic cost of living
has been reduced, the court has ]owmed
accordingly the basic wage. In some cases
a reduction has been muade to the extent
of 10 per cent. My coniention is that
in this matter we must bhe honourable
and honest and just, not only to ourselves
but also to the people we represent; and if
we claim that the cost of living has been
reduced, as the Arbitration Court holds it
has, then I sav, unequivocally, that it is
only right and just that men occunying high
positions such as members of Parliament,
and drawing high salaries, should he pre-
pared to suffer a reduction in common with
those who do not draw such high pay. On
2nd October. 1919, the presert Secrctary for
Railwayxs, Mr. Larcombe. initiated the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Bill (No. 2) to
increase the payment of members from £300
to £500 a vear. I would like to make clear

my attitude in regard to that increase. With-
out hesitation. T say that I would have
opposed the increase bLeing made in the

manner in which it was. T rclaim that the
Premier of the Stato should either have
cnunciated sveh a proposal in his policy
speech, or should have beon prepared to
submit it to the peonle by referendum. or
he should have been prepared to submit it
to the Avbitration Court.

Mr. Dasit: You draow £300 as Mayor of
Townsville. and £100 in addition.

Mr. GREEN: And T have spent in six
months £100 over the £200 I draw in twelve
mannths,

Mr. Porrock: Would sou take a referen-
dum of the people as to what vou should
charge for your drugs? (Laughter.)

Mr. GREEN: I hold that the increase
was quite justifiable—that the members of
this House, if ther are worth their positions,
were worth the salarv or allowance, which-
ever vou like to call it, of £500 a yvear,
especially with the increased cost of living
at that time. But I absolutely disagree
with the manner in which it was carried.
I say_that every man. whether a politician
or otherwica, is worthv of his hire. On
nage 1227 of “ {ansard” of 1919. the present
Secretary for Railwavs gave the re-scns for

asking for the increased salaries for mem-
bers. The first was the increased cost of
living; aud as bearing out that fact, he
submitted fo the ITouse a comparison of
wages and the inereases which bhad been

granted between 1896 and 1917 to avtisans
in various spheres of labour.

Further than that, he argued that, on

account of the increased cost of hvmg, the

purchasing power of a sovereign

[4.30 p.m.Thad decreased. The hon. mem-

ber for Oxley interjected, “ Do
vou propose o reduce the salaries when
the c¢est of living comes down?”  That
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The

vas a  very pungent
Minister, in reply, said—
“71 do not like this anticipatory style
of argumeni. I think we should deal
with every point as it arises.”
In support of his contention, the Minister
quoted Adam Smith's “ Wealth of Nations”
regarding nomiral wages as  they were
aﬂedod by the purchasing power of a sove-
reign. In justice and fairness to those people
outside who have had their wages reduced,
if we contend that such a reduction is neces-

interjection.

sary, wc should be prepared to set an
example and reduce our own salaries. The
iudges who preside over the Arbitration

Court have decclared that the cost of living
has gone down. If that is so, the pumhasmg
power of a soxormgn has increased. A day
or two provious to the meceting of this Par-
liament the TPremier intimated that the
finances were in rathec a bad way, and that
they would have to be carefully watched.
He forecast the necessity for a reduction,
and it was stated in the Prcss that he had
offered a reduction of 5 per cent. to the
public servants in order to enable the Govern-
ment to balance the ledger. If the figures
published in the Southern and local papers
ar» correct, the number of Government

employees in Queensland is 35,349, and
the salaries reccived by them amount
to  £6,959.704: 5 vper cent. on which
would amcant to £347,985. The present

attitude of the Goverrment is contradictory
to the propaganda issued by the Labour
party in days gone by, when they were
attempting to obtain possession of the Go-
vernment benches. In one of their pam-
phlets. which was «lgned by Lewis McDonald
and Cuthbert Buﬂer, they said th'\’r “Re-
trenchment is_desperate finance.” By pro-
pnsmg this reduction of 5 per cent. they are
auoptmv the verr methods which they con-
demned in connection with previous Admin-
istrations. Why is this reduction necessary?
The Premicr stated that it was necessary in
order to balance the ledger.

The HomE SecRETARY : Do you think it is
necessary ?

Mr. GREEXN: I em not administering the
State at the prebont time. With greater
efficiency  and less wastefulnesz, the State
could have earri NI on_ without reaching the
financial position it is in at the present time.
Let me point out some of the wastefulness
which has caused this reduction to be nce
sary.  There are Ministerial allowances
Hon. members on this =«ide hsave in thp
past moved for a roturn showing the amount
spent on these allowances. but we have not
heen able to cbtain the information. IHow-
over, in the Auditor-General’s report for 1920
we find a referencs to the Premier’s expendi-
ture on his irip to old count Aftor
the payment of travelling and hotel expenses.
and cover; vthing else, there was a sum of
£1.007 for tho Premicr peizonally as a
travelling  allowy These  ministerial
allowanors <hnul<l he (v'f oft hefore auything
else is touched., If out-of-
pO(‘kf\t expentes ars pnid ’\/[]mxt(‘rs can ve
well do witheut the two guineas a day w hich
they draw when away fmm their offices in
Queensland i"d the three guineas a day which
thew draw whon travelling outside the State.

The Howe SrcBeTARY: That is not correct.

2y, GREEN: Last session Electoral Com-
missioners were appointed to go into the
question  of  the redistribution of seats
throughout Qucensland. They were relieved

1922—q
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of their ordinary work; but there was ample

money to pay those men, not only their
ordinary salaries, but an additional 200
guincas—evidently because they had car-

ried out their work to the satisfaction of
the Administration.  We have a Public
Works C’:-mmlwmn which has been going far
five years. 1 do not know what work they
have carried out, but we find from the
Auditor-General’s report that in five years
that Comunission has cost the State .£11,407.
So far as [ can sce, that money has keen
wasted.  The Auditor-General’s report also
shows that the printing and distribution of
the Lieutenant-Governor’s political speech of
1920 cost £2.372. Then we come to State
enterpr The employzes of the State are
asked to suffer a reduction in order to male
up @ debit on State enterprises amounting to
£115,753, which has tended considerably to
bring about the deficiency which exists. My
contention is that, if we had efficiency,
economy, and careful management—if extra-
vagances were done away with—there would
be no necessity to touch the salaries of the
public servants.

Mr. Dasua: Why did you reduce the wages
of the council employecs in Townsville?

Mr. GRTEN: The council did not ask
for any reduction in wages.

Mr. Disu: The council went to the Arbi-
tration Court for a reduction.

Mr. GREEN: The council did not. The
council absolutely refused to sign a consent
to go to the Arbitration Court,

Mr. Dasg: You reduced the wages.

Mr. GREEN: I am quite prepared to face
the workers of TO\\ nsville and allow them to

judge of my actions .o‘ ards them. The hon.
member for Mundingburra hnnw how the

workess of the Townaville City Council have
heen treated under my ]urxsd;cuon.

The Hoxe Secrerary: You, as mayor of
Townsville, reduced their wages in accord-

ance with the award.
Mr. GREEN: Full consideration should
be given to the case of every individual

public servant before the Government malke
any reduction. Many of the employees in
this State have had their wage: reduced by
having their hours incressed. It was practi-
cally laid down in the Department of Publie
Instruction that eizhtcen to twenty scholars
were sufficient for cne teacher, but the num-
ber has now been increased to practically
forty scholars. Is that not a reduction and
an increased burden which has been placed
upon the teachers to the detriment of the
scholars?  Many of the cmployees in the
workshop }mvo been reduccd by a
vin number of davs k in cach wesk
feranight.,  Thi s probably been

pomaible for a 1'duci‘ion of the wages
cxtned to an amount below the basgic wage.
Again, ther: arve many emplovees in the
publc service who aie not receiving suffi-
cwn* in comp. irison with the responsibilities
with the position thev are cccupring. Whilsh
there wers many who went to the Arbitration
Court who received increases, there wero
many who were prepared to go to the Arbi-
tration Clourt but who were prevented from
coing to the court. and therefore did not
enjov an equal advantage with those who
1nf'oi\'e<l the incr-sses.  Under these circum-

tances I justly claim that consideration should
be given to individual crscs rather than that
wholesale reduction should take place through-
out the public service. I have worded the
second portion of my motion very carefully

Mr. Oreen.

each
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for that rcason. If the employees are given
consideration in cvery respect, than I feel sure
that there will be no dissasisfaction as a result
of the Government’s action. The Govern-
ment are responsible for the administration
of the affairs of the State. The only oppor-
tunity we have of discussing these matters
is on private members’ day. Whatever we
do, we should look at the matter from a
broad, fair-minded, just, and "honourable
standpoint; and whatever is decided upon
under such circumstances I feel sure it will
caus: the workers of the State to feel that
hon. members are standing loyally behind
them and standing to them.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I desire to second
the motion submitted by the hon. member
for Townsville, The position that is upon
us fo-day affords ecvidence of the broken
pledges of the Government. The Govern-
ment sncaked into power last time through
advocating that there should be no retrench-
ment.  Time after time hou. members on
the other side had gone to their electorates,
and pamphlets had been publizhed saying
that there would be no retrenchment, and
that the Labour Government was a Govern-
ment  standing betweenn the workers and
retrenchment. Now we find that they have
come along with a modified form of retrench-
ment, and that deflation has been going on
for the last two years. Since the private
cmployers have made applications to the
Arbitration Court, every hon. member oppo-
site has stated that there is a capitalistic
conspiracy to ‘“down’ the workers and
reduce wages, We find that the Government
have new joined in that conspiracy. The
position has been forced upon them by the
present state of finances. 'The Government
recognised that when they went to the Arbi-
tration Court the first time. They were then
doing a fair thing. But, notwithstanding
all their election promises and talk, ther
have to recognise the position as it exists
to-day. After all. the Government are the
trustees of the public funds, and it is their
duty—and I suppose they recognise it, too—
to get as much as they can for the money.
It is their duty to get efficient service for
the people. They have now taken the bull
by the horns and have started at the top
of the tree—which is the right placc—and
have reduced hon. members’ salaries by 5
per cent.  When there was an increase in
the cost of living, it was only right that
hon. members should enjoy an increase in
their allowances, the same as any other
person. but we know that the cost of living
has come down, and it is only right that
hon. members’ salaries should be reduced
accordingly. There will not be one single
objector to that on this side of the House.

Mr. Prase: Would you make it retrospec-
tive? (Government laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: I do not believe in retro-
spective legislation of any sort, although we
have had, unfortunately, to submit to it in
this Chamber. On every occasion when retro-
spective legislation has been introduced I
have spoken and voted against it.

The second portion of the motion reads—

“oL. This House approves of the
reduction of Ministerial and members’
allowances to a similar extent. Further,
that the salaries of all officials outside
the scope of the Arbitration Court should
be likewise considered.”

The hon. member for Townsville had a very
distinet object in view in wording the motion

[Mr, Green.

in that way. He recognised that there were
a number of public =ervants outside the
Arbitration Court who did not receive
increases in accordance with the increase in
the cost of living. The hon. member thinks,
just as T think, that every circumstance
should be taken into consideration when.
wages and salaries are being reduced. Many
public servants may have been receiving
during the last few years a lesser amount
than they should have received, and thes
should not be subjected to the samc reduc-
tion as others who have received increases
A large number of public servants have very
onerous work to carry out, and they are
put into positions carrring a great deal of
responsibility, and many of those men have
not received the increases thar others have
had; and, when a rveduction in salaries is
to take place, all these matters should be
taken into account before a reision  is
arrived at.

Mr. Dasit: The metion says that it should
apply to all.

Mr. MOORE : The motion was drawn up
very carcfully with a definite purpose so thaé
all  circumstances shonld he taken into
account. Why should the Government adopi
a flat rate and say that every public servans
should be reduced by & per cent., or what-
ever 1t may be? The Government have not
done the right thing, because they have
broken their pledges. If they want fo do
what they said they were not going to do,
then it is up to them to have an clection and
tell the clectors what they are going to do.
Members of the Government made the definite
statement before the last election that they
were going to stand between the workers and
retrenchment.

Mr, DasH: Will you support a straight-out
fixation of a basic wage by this Parliament?

Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about
any basic wage at all. We are not talking
about the Arbitration Court at all; we are
talking about a reduction in the salaries of
public servants who are outside the Arbitra-
tion Court, and members sitting on the Go-
vernment side gave a distinet pledge before
they came into this Hlouse that they would
stand between the workers and any reduction
in wages. If they had not given that pledge,
they would not have got back, and would not
have had the opportunity to do anything.
They came here because they gave a distinet
pledge that there would be no retrenchment
and 1o deflation, and now. when they find
they havs got inte an awkward situation,
they crawl down and break their pledges.
Quite recently we had the hon. memb:r for
Aount Morgan speaking in  the Market
Square, when he said— .

¢ He regretted that the working classes
of Brisbane, at such a critical period,
were so apathetic that they did not think
fit to make a large and effective demon-
stration that night. Had there been a
large gathering of workers. he would have
taken the risk and told them that they
should call upon their Labour representa-
tives in Parliament to say that they were
going to have an inquiry into the basic
wage in Quecensland—that the court that
had given a decision such as that pro-
nounced in the Mount Morgan case was
not a proper tribunal to deal with such
cases, and to ask for a free and indepen-
dent tribunal. In his opinion, there was
a great world-wide conspiracy to reduce
wages. In New South Wales, the Board
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of Trade had reduced the basic wage from

£4 bs. to £4 2s., but the Labour Govern-

ment had held up the decision. He hoped

that the Queensland Government would

not take second place to any other Labour

Government on a question of that kind.”
We have heard all sorts of statements of the
same kind, and does it not scem an extraor-
dinary thing that hon. members should go
back on a distinct pledge such as that without
facing their constituents? It seems to mec
that 1t is not playing the ga.ue. I recognise
that the finances of the country ave in a bad
way; but, when the Treasurer last year
_amiicipated a deficit of £450,000 odd, it was
« business-like of him to make no provision
5 meet it. He should have done the same
as a private individual would have done. If
a business man found that he could not square
the ledger, he would look round to sec
whether he could not cconomise in some waxv,
and sscertain whether there were nov some
leaks which could be stopped. He would
find out probably that many of his cxpenses
had besn brought about by prosperity, and
were not really necessavy.  When the Home
Sceretary was speaking on the Police Super-
annuation Bill last vear he said thut m
after eujoying a cerzzin amount of pros-
perity acquired tastes which were really
not neeeszary, #nd that they would have to
alter those tastes if the neceessity arose. We
have had all sorts of cxperiences like that,
and no doubt, if the Governiment looked
round, th would azcortain that there are
many  a tastes in  connection with
which they coulil save an enormouzx amount
of money. Yook at the amount of money
lest on State enterpriscs.  The public have
to carry that loss. Look at the amount lost
on account of their day-labour policy. I
have given examples time after time where
monay could have been saved if work had
been let by contract. I can give two examples
which occurred in my own clectorate. In one
instance the Department for Public Works
cstimated the cost of pulling down and
shifting a school at £157, and T got a tender
for the work for £35. After a good deal of
trouble the tender was accepted, and the
school was pulled down, shifted. and re-erccted
for the £35. I received another tender for
another piece of work amounting to £39.
and the estimate of the Works Department
was £154. 1 brought that tender down, but
the department is not game to accept it on
zecount of the Govarnment polics. When
vou find cases like that being brought under

vour notice, it shows that there ave leaks,
and that money is being extravagantly

cxpended. .

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in dealing with that
matter.

My, MOORE : Thers would be no occasion
whatever for retrenchment if the Governmens
expended the funds that came intn the Trea-
sury in a wise and proper manner. The
Government have received an enormous
revenue, but there are leaks that should not
exist. Seldom has the advice given by an
Opposition been proved so  sound. We
pointed out, when many of these matters
were introduced. that there would be a loss to
the countrv. When State enterprises were
first established——

The SPEAKER : Order! The motion deals
with a reduction in the salaries of members,
and I cannot allow the hon member to pro-
ceed on those lines.

[13 Joury.]
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My. MOORE: The necessity for the reduc-
tion has been brought about by the cxtrava-
gances of the Government. There would
have been no neced for a reduction if the
Government had expended the funds coming
into the Treasury wisely.

Mr. Corprins: Your contentien is that we
are paying the workers too much.

Mr. MOORE: There is no contention of
the sort. The hon. member for Bowen should
read the speech that was delivered by the
Secretary for Mines when he was wvisiting
the Nundah clectorate.  The hon. member
then said that there mu=t be greater redue-
tion iu the cost of production; but that did
not necessarily mean a reduction 1n wages.
It meant greater cfficiency; and exactly the
same thing applies in conncction with the
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIURE :
efficiency means speeding up.

Ay, MOORIXE: The colleague of the hon.
gentlewan  delivered that speech.  Greater
effici=ncy does not mean speeding up.

The SECRETARY FOR ACGERKTLTURE: Greater
efficiency  means groea (fliciency on the
part ¢f the employer as well as on the part of
the emplosoes.

M. MOORT: Of course it does, and the
reduction is nec ry because of the extrava-
gant cxpenditure ¢f the Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not propose
to allow the hon. member to criticise the
linances on a motion of this kind.

My, MOORE: I want to malke the position
quite clear. I think the Government to-day
have done the right thing in starting with
the salaries of hon. members, but they have
not done the right thing in fizing a flat rate
and then applying it right through the depart-
ments.  Proper inquiry should bo
made into the circamnstances of
all those public scrvants who have:
net beon before the Arbitration Court. They
should have had the opportunity to put their
side of the question—to say whether, in their-
opinion, they had been treated fairly or not.
I think the workers should have an cppor-
tunity to put their cass before the court. and,
if they cannot go to the court, they should
have just as good an opportunity to put their

ease before the Government before they come

Greater

[5 pom.}

to a decision. 1 think they arce entitled to
it, considering the work thew do. It is only

a fair thing that they should have had an
opportunity to put their cass in a properv
manner before the Government before the
Covernment came to a hasty decision—which
vas carried by one vote in caucus.

Ve, POLLOCK (Gregory): Now that the
prineiple of payment of membors has been
ostablished, T think that the only question
ihis House should be asked to consider 1s
whethor or nmot the pavment made to hon.
members is ad-quate. I am not going to dna}
generally  with the question of members
calavies or with the salavies of the public
servants hoyond £300. When hon. members
reised their salaries from £300 to £500 a
v ar. the rise was not, in my opinjon, the
f on of members’ salaries upon a proper

3.

has
An Oprox
are worth mere?
Mr, POLLOCK : Of course, I do.
My, Morasx: Country seets should carry:
more payment than metropolitan seats.

Mr. Pollock.)

they-

MeyMBER : Do you think
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AMr. POLLOCK: If we were to fix our
salaries on the bazis of the cost of living, and

were to pay to members of Parliament
and Miniscers likewise a living wage, there
is no reason whr any other branch of the

public service should not be s.ml]:ulv treated,
But I maintain that members of Parliament,
being the makers of the laws, have, or
should have, special qualifications. 'We recog-
nisé that prineiple in other branches of the
Public Service. We pay Under Secretaries
from £800 to £1,000 a year, because they
are supposed to possess =pecial qualifications.
We pay judges salaries of £2,000 a year
because they are suppowd to possess special
qualifications. We pay similar amounts to
other men—Commissioners and o*hu» in the
public service, and to micn in private onmr
prise. We ourselves as individuals pay men
such as lawyers, doctors, and commercial men,
bigger salaries than are necessary to keep
body and soul together, because we believe—
or profess to bohovg—rh@h these people have
special qualifications for their positions. I
agree that a member of Parvliament has, or
sheuld have, special qualifications.

Mr. J. Joxps: We have not got them.
(Laughter,)
Mr. POLLOCK: Tnﬁ hon. member can

apply that to himself if he has not got thern ;
and there is nothing to prev ent him resigning
and allowing semecone clse to take his place
who has them. [ awm satizfied that T have
the necessary qualifications, and consoquently
T am always prepared to demand a salary
commensurate wirh those qualifications. If
T have not got them, it is the dutv of the
public to get someone clse who has them in a
more marlk-d form than I have. That should
be the basis of thiz discussion. When we
raised our salaries to £590 a year, we did
not, in my opinion, lax sufficient stress upon
the qualifiestions that hon. members cught to
peesess in order to be hon. members of Parlia-
ment, and conscquently I believe that, if
we had gone to the Arbitration Conri—I am
always willing te go to the court—hon, mem-
bers would have received more than £5
vear. This private members’ day, and
a day on which hon. members ought to be per-
mitted to state their own case. I believe that
I have a better case than any other hon.
member of this Chamber—not for £300 a vear,
but for more—not because of special con
siderations, but for ge oomph}r al corsidera-
tions, lerhaps it is right that a flat rate
should he paid to hon. members of Parliament,
and I am pot objecting to any reduction in
salary of 5 per cent. or 10 per cent.. but T
have a special d. im, and other Poumv“ mem-
bers have a claim to a lessor oxtent, for
c_onmdc ation from the people beeause of the
size of the clectorates we vopresent. and their
distance from the seat of government.

Mr. Perersox: Hear,
Mr. POLIOCK :

or said  Iear,

hear !

I am glad the hon, mem-
i hear ” to that, becaus: I
recognise that, when he was in this party,
he was one of those who acsisted me in my
agitation for ah increase of salaries.
something ought to be done by this House
t0 consider hon. members w ho have to travel
big country clectorates. T have an clectorate
with an aree of 120.000 s square miles. T have
always had by far the biggest electorate in
Queensland, and since the redis steibution sorna
‘"” ,000 or 30,000 square miles have b z\cn added
to it. I am not going to say that an hon.
member should be cxptotoé‘ to visit every

[M#». Pollock.

1 think

station, and evers bore, drain, dam, and tank
in his electorate; but at least once a year
avery member ought to he given facilities by
the Governm nt, snd by the people who are
paying him, to visit every township and settle-
ment in his electorate. That is fair cnough.
There is no reason why any hon. member
should have to visit every part of his <lector-
ate at hiz own cxpense. Now that we have
rezognised the principle of payment of hon.
members, the question of adequats payment is
the only thmrr that concerns us. If the House
decides to reduce the <ahrn 5 of hon. members
and Ministers, I would a-k hon. members not
to forget the case of those who have a just
cliim  for special consideration. 1 believe
that the IHouse would do well to carry a
resolution to the effect that every hon. mem-
Ler representing a country constituency should
be allowed actual coach or car fares to every
centre in his electorate at least once a year.

Mr. Morean: It would be better to divide
the clectorates into three groups.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member may
give his views presently, if he cho When-
cever public servants—and particularly those
in receipt of from £600 to £1.000 a year and
upwards—travel on  public business in any
part of the State, thoy are not only allowed
their motor-car, coach, stcamboat, and rail-
way fares, but at least £1 1s. a day for
travelling expenses. It is the belief of the
persons I represent that members of Parlia-
ment also reeceive a travelling allowance, or
that they receive their s to and from
different places. All that a member of Parlia-
maont receives is a boat fare once a year to
the nearest port to his clectorate, or clse
a car fare from the nearest railway line to
his place of nomination, which is generally
the biggest town in his electovate. Take the
positien in which I find myself as a result
of our present one-sided syst m of payment.
T huve a constitneney for which Winton s
the place of m)“)lndtlon I'rom Winton to
Boulia is and Urandangie is 140

miles from the nearest railway line.

Mr. J. H. €. Roser

My, POLLOCK: No, from tha Duchess
away up on the farthest northern point on
the Queomlm]d railwars. From Winton to
Kynuna is 110 miles, to Middleton 120 milex
to Bedourie 320 miles, and Birdsville is 470
miles from Longreach, the near-st railway
station. It is also 210 miles to Windorah from
the railwar, 140 miles to Jundah. 100 miles
to Stonehenge, and 160 miles to NIavncnde.
Thesn are only some of the towns I repr
and I consider it is not a fair thing to
hon. members who receive £8500 a vear to pay
coach fares to and from thome places.

Mr., PETERSON: They have to do so at
present.

Mr. POLLOCK : A member must pay his
fare himself, or stay away from those places
altogether,

Mr, Moreax: Or ¢ cadge”

Mr. POLLOCK: Or ¢
Why should a member for Parliament, act-
ing in the public interosts, have to *“ cadge”’
a ride from anyone? The only persons from
whom T could “cadge™ a ride, if I chose
to adopt such a course, would be persons
oppozed to me pohtl\,allv and I would not
put mvself in that pml‘clon I am sure that
Parliament_does not cxpect me to put myself
in that position. A public servant trnvellmfz
ire the country distriets gets all his expenses

m‘

From Winton?

a ride.

cadge ” a ride,
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allowed him. I am not going to be over-
modest by refusing to say that I believe
members of Parliament execrcise the most
important function in this State. If they do
rot, then what is the use of representative
government ! If members of Parliament are
here to represent the people, then they are
surely worthy of their hire; and, if any
reduction comes the way of members of Par-
liament, I hope that the case that I have
outlined for special cownsideration will at
Jeast be given carcful consideration by this
House, and that something will come of it.
Un every occssion that I have gone to the
country since I entered Parliament, I have
had a special little plank of my own. I had
that plank printed and distributed to every
corner of my electorate. I pointed out that
I intended to sesure for myself, if possible,
a sufficient salary or allowaunce to enable
e to visit each centre of the constituency at
least once a year. On every occasion [ have
placed that before the public, and on every
occaston 1 have been returned with a very
large majority. Consequently, I have no fear
as to what the 1liouse intends to do in this
regard, My posttion has alwars been quite
plain. I stand fos an increase ot wages where
the public are satislied with their representa-
tives. Lf it is the desive of this Howse to
reduce wages, I think that the House should
not lose sight of those who arc in an infi-
nitely worse pesition financially than those
who represent eity and suburban electorates.
T think that the distances I have quoted,
and the difhcllties under which country
members are suffering, should be at least
sufficient reason for any tribunal to grant
some consideration. I am not afraid to
submit my casc to the Arbitration Court, or
to any independent tribunal. The members
of Parliament in New South Wales sub-
mitted their case for increased salaries to
an independent tribunal, and they were
awarded £875 a year. Later on, when their
salarics were reduced they were not roduced
below £600 a vear, although 1ot one of those
members has to spend anything like the
amount that I have to spend in traveiling
expeuses in going through my electorate.

In conclusion, I do not care what attitude
the Government or this House takes up—
whether it is arbitration before the present
Arbitration Court judges, whether it is con-
ciliation, or any other method—I am pre-
pared to submit a statement of my case. I
think T have a better case to make out for
this allowance than any other member of
this House., Even if there are members who
are in such a position that they do not require
this allowance, they should have some con-
eideration for others. because there are mem-
bers on both sides of the House in the same
position as I am, and who are entitled to
some cxtra allowance, although they are not
situated so badly as I am.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): As a country mem-
ber, T have some sympaths with the attitude
the hon. member for Gregory has taken up
in this matter, and, although we arc not dis-
cussing & Bill dealing with parliamentary
salaries, I must say that, as one who has to
spend two days every week of his life in
going to and from Parliament, I always feel
that T am placed in a different position to
these members who represent c¢ity consti-
tuencies. When the question of the parlia-
mentary allowance came before this House
scme little time back, a claim for an increase
was made owing to the fact that there had
been a very large increase in the cost of

[123 Jury.]
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living since the time when the salary was first
fixed.

Mir. Porrocx: Unfortunately it was based
on those grounds, but it should not have
been.

Mr. VOWLES: It was baxed on those
crounds, 1t was a roasonable thing under
the circamstances. There were many factors
< hich brought about an increase in the cosb
of living, but they have disappeared, and
now that things ave becoming more norvmal
than they were, I think it 1s oniy a fair
thing. if cconomy is to be practised, that
parbiamentarians who are supposed to lead
the way should sce that economy begins with
thomscives. 1t is all right to suggest that we
should cut down the salarvies of the other
fellow and enjoy our own allowances with-
out reduction, but we <chould bring this
matter before the House for consideration.
1 find by the afternoon papers that the Pre-
mier has already made an announcement
about a reduction in member’s salaries, and
he has anticipated our metion. But he has
dealt with that matter in a way which, to
my tind, 1= altogether wrong. If he 1s
going to make a reduction of b per cent. 1n
the =alaries of all the public servants, then
ke is not treating them fairly. i

OpposiTIioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

TOWLES: There were a large num-
ber of public servants who claimed the right
to go into the Arbitration Court, but they
were refused that right by this Government.
" were the men receiving over £300 a
1 believe that some increments were
allowed to jpublic servants whose salaries
ranged from £0 to L4060 a vear, but the
wiel getting over £300 a vear—and £400 1s
cquivelent to about £200 of a few years
~ot nothing at all. As these men have
big families to keep, they are only on the
bread line; while. so far as responsibility is
concerned, thers is no comparison between
them and the juniors in the service, although
the juniors, when they reach the age of
"[‘"(}”*'\'*()HO 18, recelve an 1ncerease.

#r. CorLixs: This is a bit of special plead-
4 for the man over £300.
Mr. Moreaxy : You are getting £500 a year.

*fy, Corrins: And I earn it, tco.

Me., VOWLES: Those men who were
denied the right to go to the Arbitration
Court showld be considered. What 1 urge
apon the Covernment is that all cases should
bo dealt with on their merits, whether they
are getting under or over £300 a year.
The Arbitration

vear.

A GOVERNVENT MEMBLR :

C'eurt do not do that.

Mre. VOWLES: The Arbitration Court
fixes the husie wage, but the persons I refer
to did not get the benefit that other public
sorvants got. They did not get the increases
which were granted to those under £300,
and. consequentlw, it is inequitable that they
<hould be asked to suffer a reduction now.

That is the attitude I take up, and for that
venson T think everr case should be dealt
with on its morits, We know that the

financos of the State are not in too good a
position.  We know that retrenchment s
voing on in various forms, cither by defla-
tion. by splitting time, or by pooling the

. and now by direct reduction of salaries.
The (fovernment went to the country om
various occasions, and made rash promises
to the people. They got in by false pre-
tences. They told the industrialists that they

Jr. Vowtes.]
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were going to eitablish the Arbitration Court,
which would put them in a better position,
Lut there Is now a great deal of unemploy-
went, and on top of that we are going to
have a reduction of wages by the very court
which was created not only for the protec-

tion of workers, but to give them high
salaries. Cheap food was also promised to
the people, and even at the recent Pad-

dington by-election, the Government candi-
date, the Sceretary for Nlines, stated that
on no account would the Government stand
for a reduction of wages.

I do not want to discuss whether it is right
or wrong; the point I want to make iz that
the hon. gentleman misled them. 1 say that
is an unfair thing for a man in the position
of a responsible MMinister to do. What are
the causes which have brought about this
state of financial chaos? Can 1t be attributed
to CGovernment extravagance, mismanage-
ment of Government funds, incapacity, or
ineptitude ? It must be one of those four.
In every direction we find that money 1is
being lost, and, when additional revenue has
to be found to pay increased interest upon
loan moneys which have been expended and
have gouc for all time, we are really asking
the public servants to come to our aid by
suffering a 5 per cent. reduction in their
salarics, which on certain figures that have
been published, means that something over
£300,000 a vear is to be taken from them.
They are asked to bear the burden of squar-
ing up the finances of a Government who are
incapable of carrying on their business in a
business-like way.

Mr., Coruivs: You would make the lower-
paid workers pay,

Mr, VOWLES: I would not make any of
them pay. 1 say that if we had proper
managenicnt, if the aifairs of the State had
been looked after in a busjnesslike way, we
would not have got into the state of chaos
in which we now find ourselves, aud there
would have been no occasion to go in for
these drastic reforms. I remember, in 1802,
reading the remarks of hon, gentleman oppo-
site when the Government of the day reduced
public servant’s salavies and took from them
their automatic allowanees, Heve they find

themselves, under Dbetter conditions, doing
what 15 & pgreat deal worse, because they
proclaimed from the housetops that they

weuid never be a party to it.  They stand
coudemned by the very men who put them
into power on the evidence of their own
PromiIses. ’

A GoverNMENT MEMBER :
Arbitration Cowrt?

Mr. VOWILES:
the judzes or the

Y What about the

I am not talking about
Avbitration Court.  That
watter is sub judice, and it would be wrong
for us to eoxpress any opinion, because we
might be told that we wore seeking to
influence the court. I am talking about that
class of public servants who have been under-
paid and have vot had the opnortunity to
oot to the court in conumon with other scc-
tlons, T 7 ssv that those peonle should
raceive justice and that their cases should

be dealt with individually and on their
nerits,
Mdr. Corrixs: You are speaking for the

aristoaracy of labour.

Alr., VOWLES: The man on £5 or £6 a
veeck 15 not half so well off as some of the
wharf lumpers. They are the aristocrats of
labour—the wharf labourcrs and that class

[Mr. Vowles.

of man. The man of intelligence, the man
who, in many cases, has paid fees for private
tuitionn. to [it himself for his position, tho
man whom the hon. member calls the aristo-
crat of lakour because he wants to better
his position, is receiving, in many instances,
the “aristocratic salary of between £300 and
£350 a vear, and is doing responsible work
for which he would be gctting twice that
sum it he were employed by an outside firm.

Me. COLLINS:
Ir. VOWLES: It is not. I say that
blic servanis are not getting too much,
wore pariicularly those who arc right up
Take a man in the Fducation Department
who has passed all his evaminations and
has got his first-class certificate. e has the
cquivalent of a bachelor of arts degree. L
have a brother in that position who does not
get s much moner as the clerk in my office.

That is going too far.

v

Mr. Corrixs: Let him go out into the cold,
cruel world and he will get less.

. VOWLES: That is not the point.
We say that cconomy should be practised,
and when the matter of a reduction of mem-
bers salarics comes befere the Houss, as 1t
must, vou wiil find that the Opposition will
be honest and will support the Bill and let
the public servants see that, 3f sacrifices are
to be made, we arc going to make them,
too.

OpposiTIoN MemBers: Hear, hear!

e, PETERSON (Normanby): I do not
intend to give a silent vote on this question.
I agrce that the hon. mcn}ber for Urogoryp
has made a most intrresting statement of
the caze for country members of Parliament,
aud I admit that I did a good deal when
1 was on the other side to obtain.docent
living conditions for mebers of Parliamnent.
obody worked harder while a member of
ithe Labour party than I. and nobudy stopped
us from getting a decent living wage more
than members on the front bench.

Hon., W. Foreax Swrre: You know thab
is not true.

Ay, PETERSON: The hon. member was
not there then. The hon. member for
Gregory has, perfectly correctly, _pomted out
that hon. members are not recerving salaries,
What ther get is actually an allovance, and
it they were enabled to control the whole
of the £500, it would be right for us to
support the motion to the fullest extent.
With the hon. member for Gregory, the hen.
ymember for Bowen, and other hon. members,
1 cen truthfully say that practieally }):x\f’of
v salary goes in the shape of travelling
exper s08, and. as the hon. member point= out.
every reason fo oxpoeet that the
Qtate should place us on the same level as
any public servart going into the country.
Do we go into our clectorates during the
recoss for fun? We ars often asked fo go
there t¢ opon schocls, or to attend to seme
public fuvction. That meanrs that the coun-
try member has to put his hand into his
pocket to the tune of £30, or £40, or £50.

Mr. Kmewax: Some of them more.

Mr. PETERSON: And some a great deal
Te has to do that out of his salary:
but whea o public officer. such as the KI".}I]SA
ter's private secretary, travels he recelves
a fravelling allowance on top of his big
salary; 2nd the point is whether we should
not consider the question of payment ol

woo heve

1
1eRg,
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members from a distance point of view. The
“hon. member for Dowen interjected that he
carns his salary. I am oze of those who say,
“Jlear, hear !’ to that, and I say thnt he
i1 common with other hon. member 13
entitled to a greut deal move than h is
geiting in consideration of the financial work
wmaenmbers are getting done for their electors.
Ma of then, if paid on a commercial
“travellew’s basis, would earn £3,000 or £4,000
ayesT.

But the trouble is that the finances of the
State have come to such a LOlldItJOll that the
Government, unfortunetely, have been c¢om-
‘pelled to face the situation and to realise
that thew cannot carry ou uless some reduc-
tion in O\p(‘l'd](l‘ @ is made.  Although these
gentlemen told the clectors—-and I, as candi-
date for Normanby, told the railway men,
in view of the LOPOX‘tS of the Premlel, that
there would be no reductions by this Govern-
ment—and on the strength of that many of
them voted for me. Unfoxtunately the finan-
cial positi ou is such that the Premier has
been compelled to ask the Arbitration Court
for a reduction in the salaries of workers
and ]mb]i(‘ servants. I do not know how
seme of these workers are going to live,
expecially some of those on the lower s+ laries.
if their wage o redueed. Tt is a problem
which will 1oqu11n some greater thinker than
I to solve: but my sywpathy goss out to
‘them.  When the Government propose a
reduction we ourselves should be the first to
face it. 1 say that we are worth the £500 we
get, and I agree with the hon. momber for
(}vor*ow h‘lf some meribers should get a
great deal more than £500, =uch @s he and
others whose constitucncies are away up in
the North.  But we ave faced with the
position that the finances have drifted, and
the Premicr is compelled to ask one union
after another to accept a reduction and so try
to s rave the position. There is no electioncer-
ing in th]v I have already stated that the
Justice of the case has beoen well adxomtod
w the hon. member for CGiregory: but it is
our dutx as legislators to ~1m1e the burden,
and it iz up to Pa 1‘11'1m(‘nf to do ifs Dalt.

o take a dose of this bitter medicine
ourselves, then the workers will take it, too,
and if we do that, then T for one have
no fear of the result with the o CCtOln

Mr. MORCGAN
last year

(Muriila): 1 remember
asking a quéstion in respect of a
general ved uetion of salaries. It must be
admitted that, owing to the unfortunate
financial position in which - we find the State,
it is necessary that there should

530 pm.Ibe an allround reduction. I

. think, in respect of the actual

wage of a member of Parliament or any
individual, that we must take into Cons1d0ra-
tion the purchasing value of a sovereign.
Ten vears ago the ])mmnmm value of a
zovereign was a sovercign’s worth of goods.
To-day that is not so. If a basic wage of
845 il not give vou any higher standard
of ]1\*1ng than onc of £3 17s. 6d., a person
would be ecqually as vell off on £3 17s. 6d
a week. If the payment of a lower wage
will enable many industries to carry on
which are now held up because of their
inability to pay the high rates of pav, and
‘the same comfort in living could be obtained
by the receipt now of a wage of £3 10s. per
week as could previously bo obtained on
£4 b cr weal, would it net be better for
Australia if men were keopt in employment
at the lower rate, instead of having to

[13 JoLy.]
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draw the dole which the Government give

week after week?
The HomE SeCcReTARY: How can that be
accomplished ?

Mr. MORGAN: In my opinion, by a
general all-round reduction. I do not think
my salary should remain as it is when the
salaries of others are reduced. That is no$
just. The unfortunate part is that the Go-
vernment have deceived the people, and
what is happening to-day has been brought
about by their extravagance and careless
management. Hven the Secretary for Mines
a few months ago deceived the electors in
order to win the Paddington scat. He told
them that, if they returned him, tho Govern-
ment would not reduce wages in any shape
or form.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
Arbitration Court,

2Ir. MORGAN: It is only a case of the
chickens coming home to roost so far as
the (Government are concerned. Something
has to be done in order to right the finances,
and the only way the Government can see
is to reduce wages. I am very pleased that
this discussion has taken place. My elect-
orvate is a very large one, and I know
what it costs to travel round it. Had I not
scme other means of making money, I would
not be able to live. Notwithstanding that
fact, I believe that under the existing con-
ditions it is right for me to agree to a re-
duetion when a reduction is brought about
in other directions.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba):
I and the party to which 1 belong are going
to support this motion. When the Govern-
ment realise the position so far as their em-
ployees are concerned and are proposing to
submit the question to the Arbitration
Court, it is time for us to recogmae the
porition so far as this Houqo is concerncd.
{ agree with the remarks that have been
made on this side in convection with the
proposal fommst by the Premier in the
Press this afterncon in connection with the
public servaats receiving akove £300 per
annum. A large number of those men were
refusad the right to put their case before
the court, and did not recsive any increase
of : In addition, they were called
apon to worl & ldltlonfﬂ hours equally with
the men who chrained rises under the Arbi-
tration Court awards. Therc was also a
considerable amount of saving to the coun-
fre in i withdrawal of railway passes. Al
thosn things have sowe bearing on the posi-
tions of those wuen. and undm these circum-
stanices they ghould receive some considera-
ien.  The CGovernment, befove the general
OIC“ tion and during the Paddington clection

ampaign which took place only a few weeks
4g0, stated that they stood for full wages to
the men in their emplo yment, and said that
they ou]d not go in for any reduction. To
approach the Arb;tlahon Court under those
cireumstances was not hon’)urable or just.
I contend thaf the action now being taken
by the Government. as is set out in the
i*res:, has been brought about by the motion
we arc discussing. {(Government dissent.)

Mr. DASH (Mwadingburra): 1 desire to
show the inconsistency of the hon. member

1 stood for the

for Townsville in moving this motion. The
hon. member kas moved—
“That, in view of the Arbitration

Court having decided that, owing to the

Mr. Dash.]
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reduced cost of living, the basic wage

should be reduced by approximately 10

per cent.”’
The Arbitration Court has done nothing
of the kind; it has not decided to reduce
the basic wage by 10 per cent. The hon.
member secks to influence the court to re-
duce the wage by 10 per cent. because the
plaint has Dbeen filed by this Covernment.
[‘u;thep he tries to secure some limelight
by moving for a reduction in the salaries
of Ministers and moembers. The hon. mem-
ber is vers cunning in the latter portion of
his motion, Ilc says that all these outside
<"ope of the Albltldtl(‘;n Court—those
Is who are receiving over £300—should
receive consideration. That is a plea for
the man on a high salary.

I have just re(?cived from Townsville a
wire sending a copy of a wire sent to the
railvay workers in Townsville by the hon.
membu in an ehdeavour to incite them
against this Government. It. has not been
successful so far, because I am in touch with
those workers, I have received this from an
empleree in the Townsville workshops. 1t

1

Green wirved cs
gram received

iage workers Tele-
You can rely upon plac-

myg your pesition bofore House Person-

aH;; consider  reductionf  unnecessary

recognising thet cconomy can be ob-

tainced by greater cfficiency in manage-
"

“H.W.
That is
That is what the hon. mem-
ber says fo the Townsville workshop em-
pleyees.  Immediately the court reduced the
» wage by 5.8 per cent. In regard to
employess of local authorities, the hon.
member, as mavor of Townsville and the
chief officer in the city council, sanctioned
the Lcdvction of wages of those cmployces,
who do not get full time in the employ of
the city council.
Myr. Greex: That is absolutely untrue.

Mr. DASH: That is the position. The
hon. moember sanctioned the reduction of
the wages of those employees, and then he
endeavoured to incite the men in the Towns-
ville railway workshops against the Govern-
ment. The hon. member can refute the wire
if he likes. He has reduced the wages of the
council employces, who have only been work-
ing part times He knows that the employees
of the Townsviile council have not received
full time for a considerable time.

Mr. Vowies: What has that to do with
members salaries?

Mr. DASIT: The hon. member for Towns-
ville said that, if there had becn proper
management of the Government’s affairs,
there would now be no necessity to reduce the
wages. How does he stand now., when his
own local authority has reduced the man on
the basic wage? Most of the employees of
local authorities are on the basic wage,
because that wage apolies principally to
unskilled workers. If the hon. member for
Townsville had the interests of the workers of
Townsville at heart, he would have come
along with me to the Arbitration Court and
offered nec objection to the application I filed
for an inereasc in wagos for those employees.
That hern. gentleman, or his representative,
like every other emplover, opposed the appli-
cation. On sceveral occasions I have had to
get the judge of the Arbitration Court to

[Mr. Dash.

Harr, Loco Shops.”
Mr. GGREEX :
Mr., DASH:

what I have said here.

interpret the awards, because the council
were trying to do their employees out of a
fow shillings that they were entitled to.
The Fomre SecrerarRy: The Ipswich City
Council have not taken advantage of the
reduction, but the hon. member for Towns-
ville has reduced his council employecs.

Mr. Grepx: I am not afraid to face the
workers of Townsville.

Mr. DASH: The hon. member sent a
two-faced telegram. He has reduced the
couneil employces, and yet he now wires to

another section of workers saying that there
is uo necessity for a reduction of wages. Ag
the same time he is trying to influence the
Arbitration Court to reduce the wages by 10
per cent. That is what his motion means.
He tries to safeguard the intercsts of those
recelving over :r/300 per anpum, for whom
he is tho chief pleades, and in whose inter-
ests other hon., members opposite who have
spoken have pleaded. I believe, on the most
reliable authority, that the hon. member,
when indenturing his  own apprentices,
inserts a clause to the effect that they are
not to commence business in certain towns
speoified in the indenturve.

Mr. GreEEx: That is untrue.

Mr. DASH: Will the hon.
me to ses the indentures?

The SPEAKER: Order!
member to address the chair.

3r. DASI: There is no justification for
a 10 per cent. reduction in employees’ wages
or in the salaries of hon. members. The
motion has been moved in order to obtain
imelight.  Any hon. member who knows
about “the procedure in this House is agreed
on that. The hon. member thought that he
would *“get in” on this Government, but
he has failed. We have disclosed the motive
of the motion.

moember allow

I ask the hon.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
McCormack, Cairnsy: Mr. Speaker,—
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Moore: Stonewalling.

The HOME SECRETARY: I want to call
the attention of the House to the attitude
of the hon. member for Townsville. As has
been stated by the hon. member for Mun-
dingburra, if I can rcad English at all, the
motlon suggesting a 10 per cent. 1educ ion
is submitted for the purposz of influencing
the Arbitration Court in a few days’ time to

apply the actual reduction in the cost of
living to the basic wage.

Mr. GREEN:
salaries.

The HOME SWCRETARY : Dealirg with
the salaries of the public servants. That is
what the motion means.

Mr. Vowrrs: That is evidently whar you
read into it.

Dealing with hon. members’

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member for Townsville intended that. if he

intended anything at all,
for a reduction in wages is because of a
reduction in_the cost of living. Everrbody
throughout the world is advocating that we-
must get somewhere nearer the cost of pro-
duction in our industries, and the only way
of bringing the cost of production somewhat
closer to the price that is 1rﬁcne(‘ for pro-
ducts is by reducing the cost of living and

The only rcason
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reducing wages. If we could obtain an
effective wage—not an actual wage—to pur-
chase commedities to the value of £4 that
previously cost £5, we would be in a much
better position if our wages were fixed at
£4. That is an obvious truth, as was pointed
out by the hon. member for Murilla. The
hon. member for Townsville intends, by his
motion, that the workers shall be reduced
to the full extent of the reduction in the cost
of living. The hon. member, not thinking
that he would be found out, in order to save
his face with the workers of Townsville, says
that a reduction is not necessary, and he
actunally argues that it does not matter how
much the cost of living comes down, his
veters at least shall not be affected by a
reduction in wages. That is the sense of his
motion.

Mr. Greey: That is not my original wire.

The FHOME SECRETARY: I know the
wire, and 1 know cxactly what the hon.
member is trring to do. IHe wants his
clectors to receive the benefits of « fall in
the cost of living by not having their own
wages reduced. But everybody clse in the
Government scrvice should be reduced. That
only shows there is no business in the motion.

Mr. Vowres: Do you suggest that the
Arbitration Court will be influenced in the
direction of dizerimination by a wire like
that?

The HOMYE SECRETARY: If the motion

means anything, i$ means what I have stated.

The hon. member for Townsville had no
idea that his wire would be read to the

House. I am not complaining about the
action taken by the hon. member as the chief

executive officer of the municipality of
Townsville in reducing the wages of his
emplovees. THis respon:ibilities necessitated
that. But he says that the Government’s

responsibilities  do  not  nccessitate  them
reducing the wages of the carriage workers
in Townsville.

Mr. Greex: I did not say that in the wire.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon, mem-
ber did say that in his wire.

Mr, Greex: These men are losing one
day a fortnight, and they claim that they
have been reduced in wages.

The HOME SECRETARY : The employees
of the Townsville City Council are not work-
ing full time, and the hon. member knows
that better than anyone in this House. He
need not have agreed to the reduction. The
mayor of the Ipswich City Council has con-
tinued to pay the full wage. The hon, mem-
ber, as a member of Parliament, argues that
the ruling of the Arbitration Court in respect
of a reduction in wages should not apply
to his own constituents. Ile takes up the
attitude that, while he agrees that there
should be a 10 per cent. reduction because
of a reduction in the cost of living, it should
not be applied to his constituents in Towns-
ville.  The hon. meinber wired to the rail-
way employees at Townsville that he did not
agree with the reduction.

Mr. Grreex: Under the circumstances.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the
hon. membet’s wire—that he did not agree
with the reductions.

My, GreEEN: No:
been roeduced already.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member allowed a reduetion in the case of

I caid that they had
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his own employees, and he thought it fair
and reasonable. When he was the govern-
ing authority he allowed the reduction. He
iz hypocritical. There is no business behind
the hon. member.

Mr. Moreax: Did=’t you tell the workers
that you would not reduce wages, and now
you are reducing wages.

The SECRETARY ror RAILWAYS: Stick to the
point.

The HOME SECRETARY : We said that
the cffcctive waoe would not be reduced,
and the effective wage will not be reduced.
There is no need for us to defend our
action in that matter. The Government have
taken a certain action, and they arc respon-
sihle to the people of Queensland for that
action; but in this instance, we are at least

not as hypoeritical as the hon. member.
The hon. member proposes 10 per cent
reduetion because of the reduced cost of

living. Take his own argument, that it was
not to apply to the public servants reccrv-
ing more than the basic wage, but to mem-
bers of Parliament. Was the salary of any
person receiving above L300 ever fixed on
the basic wage? He krows that is not so.
He knows the basie wage i3 pot applied to
salarics of £300 or £400 a year. It is mo
factor in dealing with the question of salar-
ics: it is a question of the value of the
officor’s serviea. It is ridicnlous to say that
a 10 per cont. reduction, because of the
reduced cost of living., should apply to a

; .9 ; R
wan ia receipt of £1.000 a ycar. [f that
were s0, why was the hon. member for
Bulimba paid £1,000 a rewr as a Minister,

and although the cort of living has gone up
100 per cent.. the salary still remains ab
£1.000 a vear? I am using this argument
t3 show that the hon. member for Townsville
meant the motion to anply to the basic wage
men, and he cannot deny it

Wy, Greev: I do deny it.

The JOME SECRETARY: The hon.
moember canmot deny it, and yet he wired
to his own constituents  under the cush,”
and =aid that he did not believe the Govern-
ment were acting wisely. I am going to
str that, again and again, and I will
stress it to the hon. member’s constituents in
Towrsville. This gentleman, acting in his
position as mayor of Townsville, took up
the same position that we did in relation to
the servants of the State—he took t;he very
fivst opportunity of reducing the basic wage.

Mr., Vowres: lle went to the Arbitration
Court.

The HOME SECRETARY : Where did we
go? To the court. We are doing exactly
what he did in his position as mayor of

Townsville, But what is he doing to his
constitucnts in his position as a member of
Parliament? e is wiring ‘““under the
cush’”’——

Mr. Greex: In reply to a wire.

The HOMFE SECRETARY: Ile wired
“under the cush’ that he thinks we arc

doing wrong ; that there is no reduction in
the cost of living at all, or at least, that
it should not appls to his corstituents. That
i« the ho». member’s argument. I think T
have proved conclusively that the hon. mem-
her for Townsville is hypocritical in his
afttitude on thiz occasion, or else he was
hypoeritical when he was acting as mayor.
I am rather inclined to believe that he acted

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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as a responsible man as mayor and as an
irrespousible man as a member of Parlia-
ment.

Question—(3Mr. Green’s motion)—put, and
the House divided:

Axzs, 32,

Mr, Appel Mr, Jones, J.

,» Barmes, G. P. ., Xerr

,» Barnes, W, H. ,, King

,» Bebbington ,,» Macgregor

,s Bell . Maxwell

,» Brand ,» Moore

5, Cattermull ,» Morgan

,, Clayton » Nott

,s Corser ,, Peterson

,» Costello ., Petrie

,» Deacon ,» Roberts, J. H. C.
., Bdwards ,, Roberts, T. R.

,» Elphinstone s Swayne

,» Fletcher ,, Vowles

,» Fry ., Walker

,» Green ,, Warren

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Fletcher.
Nogs, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Brennan ., Kirwan

., Bulcock ,, Land

,» Collins ., lLarcombe
,» Conroy ,s MecCornvack
. Cooper, F, A, ,, Mullan

,» Cooper, W, ,, Payne

,» Coyne ,, Dease

,» Dash ,, Pollock

,» Dunstan ,» Riordan

,, Fervicks Ryan

,, Foley s« Smith

,» Forde ,, Stopford

,, Gilday ,» Theodore

., Gillies . Weir

. Gledson ,» Wellington
,» Hartley ., Wilson

,» Huxham Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Dunstan,’and Mr. Foley.
Resolved in the negative.

Ai T p.m., the House. in accordance with
Sessional Order, proceeded with Government
business.

PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA-
TION BILL.
SEcOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham): In rising to
move the second reading of this important
Bill, I do 20 with a good deal of pleasure,
Since T have Leen Sceretary for Agriculture
I have been associated with one or two mea-
sures that I am very proud of, having been
entrusted with the piloting of the measures
through this Howse; but I venture to say
that this Bill which is now before the
Chamber is more far-reaching in its offects.
and will probuably do more for Queensland,
than any measure I have had anything to do
with. T may mention the Co-operative Agri-
cultural  Production Act Amendment Act,
Main Road: Act, Wheat Pool Act, Railway

uarantee Act, and Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Act, and other legislation of
that kind—which were passed purely in the
mterests of the primary producer, and which
have done much to assist primary production.
Still there is something lacking, and it has
beon found necessary to introduce a Bill of
this character to take the first step to place
agriculture on a sound footing. It has been
said by some pcople that this is a belated
measure. I am inclined to agree that it is
a belated measure, but ¢ Botter late than
never.” 1 would like to remind those who

[Hon, W. McCormack.
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say that it is a belated measure, and who
say that the Government have done nothing
for the primary produccr—I have just men-
tioned a fow measures that came to my mind
which have been passed purely in the in-
terests of the primary producer—that we
have had no experience of ‘‘ peace-time
Government. The Labour Government of
Queensland came into existence after the
outbreak of war. We had to contend with
all the difficulties of the war, and the after-
math of the war, but the aftermath of the
war makos it necessary to do something—
even if it is a belated measure at this hour—
to place agriculture on a :ound footing.

Mr. Blorean: I aw very glad you admit
that it is not on a sound footing now.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I do not think any intelligent man thinks
that it i3 on a sound fcoting. We have in
Queensland the best land in the Common-
wealth. 1 am not one of those who ride
along the railway line from Coolangatta to
Rockhampton and talk about all the idle
rich lands, because a large area of the land
served by our railways, and which has bcen
opened up, is not rich land. But we know that
in a State like Queensland, where we have
so much good land, a good rainfall, and good
climatic conditions, with so much idle land
and so many idle people there must be some
reason, and the responsibility must be placed,
not on the department, but on the people
who claim to make the laws of the country.
After all, law-making does not do a great
deal. If wou analyse the Acts of Parlia-
ment of this State, they are, generally
speaking, passed to force one section of
the community to do something they do not
like to do, in the intercsts of another section.
But I say that the mecasure now before the
Chamber is a constructive measure, and
one which I belicve will certainly make
is possible—I dg not say it will do it—to
place the farming community on a better
footing. We should ask ourselves the ques-
tion why the area under agriculture is nos
inereasing. I have the figures, which show
that it is not going back, but it is not in-
creasing at the rate it should, and there is
some rcason for il, especially when we know
that people are leaving the land in some
cazes, and that people who claimed that they
desired to go on the land are not going
on the land.  After all, what do pcople go on
the land for?

Mr. Moreay: To make a living.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Of courze they do—to make s living, and
to make an independenco. Men who work
all the hours that God made should have a
good and reasonable opportunity to make
themselves independent bafore ther reach
old age. A late President of the United
States of America, James A, Garficld, speak-
ing on agriculiure, said—

“ At the head of scicnce and arts,
at the head of civilisation and progress,
stands, not militarism (the science that
kill?), not commerce (the art that ac-
camulates wealth), but agriculture, the
mother of all industry, the maintenance
of human life.”

T think we can all agree with that declara-
fion. Another American statesman, accord-
ing to the United States Department of
Agriculture “ Year Book,”” says, and I agree
with him—

“Tife on the farm and in the rural
community gives rise to problems, the
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solution of which is of vital importance
to American agriculture and Awmerican
civilisation., ..  When agriculture
begins to losc ground the political sta-
bility of the nation is endangered.”
Gladstone also said—

* Successful agriculture demanded the
exercise of a broader intelligence than
any other calling,”

I am 1inclined to agree with Mr, Gladstone
there, know that it used to be thought a
few years ago that the best brains should
join the public serv and that the dull
boy in the family was good enough to put
on the land. 1 think that agc of reasoning
1s past, and it is recognised now that agri-
culture, the mother of all wealth, is one of
the most important industries, requiring not
ouly a greater amount of energy, but a
greater 1ntelligence than any other calling.

Mr. Moreay: The application of science
has brought about improved methods.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Yesu _the latest scientific Lknowledge and
machinery must be applied to agriculture.
One_hon. membar said that efficioney must
be the watchword, and I agree with that. I
agree that theve is no such thing as unskilled
labour.  Any man following  his calling,
whether using a shovel or an axe, can make
himself efficient, and the farmer, of all men,
has to be eflicient, and the Government have
to assist iu bringing sbout that efficiency.
Coming closer home, another great statesman
said quite recently—

1. Agriculture as an industry must be
made a remunerative industry to those
engaged i it. 2. The industry must be
gieatly extended, for only in that can an
additional population be absorbed; and
it is only by increasing the population
that we can roduce our per capita finan-
cial burdens. 3. The conditions of life
of all country dwellers must be made
more attractive than at the present time.

¢ Organisation of agriculturists on the
farm burcan system is cssential. The
local organisation will be linked up with
district councils of agriculture, and these
in turn will be represented on the Central
Couneil of Agriculture. Provisions will
be made for advisory boards for the
dairying industry, fruit industry, and for
other branches of agriculture.”

An OrrosiTioN Mryeer: Was that ¢ Billy”
Hughes?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It was not *“ Billy” Hughes I referred to as
‘“ another great statesman’ in Australia, but
Mr. Theodore.

GoverxzENT Memsers: Ilear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I only quote Garfield, Gladstoune, and Mr.
Theodore as agreeing on this important point.
I want to point out that, following on that
declaration by the Premier of Queensland.
the Premier did not sit down on that, but
called a conference, which brought into exis-
tence the Dairy Advizory Board and was the
start of the Provisional Council of Agricul-
ture; and the work these boards have done
so far shows what the permancent council
will do when it is established. As a justi-
fication for the Bill. the Provisional Council
of Agriculture, as I have explained, was
brought into existence by a conference, fol-
lowing that declaration of the Premier at
Laidley on 2Ist February last. The whole
of the members of the provisional Council

Mr.
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were not eleeted by the producers, as we
propose they shall be under this Bill.

The urgescy and importance of the pro-
blem necessitated taking some arbitrary
action to institute the members of the council.
A Provisional Council was appointed, and so
far they have justified their existence, and
I consider that the selection of those gentle-
men has been particularly successful.

Mer. BesingToN : What have they done?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I am going to tell the hon. member, if he
will have a little bit of patience. It cannot
be expeected that even the permanent council
1s going to solve all the problems of agricul-
ture in one, two, or three years, nor can
it be expected that the Provisional Council
could solve them in the shori time it has
been in existence. It has only held two
mectings altogether, but many things have
been done, and I will tell the House briefly
what they are.

First of all, it has formulated rules and
standing orders, and appointed a number of
standing committees. It has appointed an
administrative committee, a dairying com-
mittee, a wheat committee, a sugar commit-
tee, a transport committee, and a fruit
committee.  Steps have also been taken to
appoint a dircctor of the Producers’ Asso-
ciation. The position was advertised for all
over Australia and New Zealand, and seventy-
two applications have been received for the
position. I had the opportunity of looking
through those applications a few days ago,
and there is no doubt there are some very
fine men offering themselves for the position
of director. There are applications from New
Zealand. and from all the other States, and
about thirt~cen or fourteen Queenslanders have
&lso applied. The Council of Agriculture
will Le a selection et their next meeting.
Del &3 were appointed by the Provisional
Council to visit different parts of the State
and cxplain the objects of the scheme.
Those delcgates are able to give an outline
of the policy adopted to the primary pro-
duesrs 1n connection with the new scheme.
The council also considercd the question of
legislation, which hasz resulted in the Bill
that I am now speaking on. About fifteen
provisional district organisers have been
appointed for the different districts. I had -
the pleasure of addressing those organisers
to-day, and I am satisfied from their general
appearance and from the care taken by the
committce in their selection, although I do
not know many of them by narme, that they
will be able to explain the scheme thoroughly
and to justify their cxistence. They believe
in the scheme, and they will be able to
explain it in the way in which it was
intended.  With regard to legislation, the
fruit section su sted that the Fruit Cases
Act should be ended in certain directions
to provide for grade classification and the

setting up of a standard. It shows that
the work of this bedy 'has borne good
because the Crown Solicitor was

ately consulted, and the Government
to the introduction of the amending
tion proposed. I had the pleasure of
perusing a draft of the Bill this afternoon.
Still the hon. member for Drayton wants
to know what is being done, and T will tell
hita a little more. I might say here that
the Government, realising the position of the
dairying industry, appointed a Dairy
Board, and that board have
already justified their existence. They have

Hon. W. N. Gillies.]
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done good work, and they have now been surplus, waste, and inferior fruit, and we
merged in the council. I am sure that great hsve drafted a Bill to meet their requests.
benefits will accrue to the dairying industry The fruit-fly is another matter that the

from the appointment of that board. It was
ggested by the fruit section that something
should be done in conncction with the banana
industry. It wss pointed out that the
banana-growing industry was likely to be in
a bad way on account of the large area put
under bananas in Queens hr'd and the sug-
gestion was made that a banana pool should
be created. I pointed out that the Govern-
ment would not bring in any compulsory pool
legizlation without applying to the banana-
growers the samo conditions that they applied
to the checse-producers in regard to the
establishment of a cheese pool. We pointe-d
out that a pool must be asked for by 75 p
cent. of those engaged in the industry bofom
a pool can be granted. The same condition
exists Iin connection with the cheese industry.
Mr. Mongax: The Cheese Board has done
no good, becsuse the price is coming down.

The SECEETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

It is a reflection on the cheese-producing
community to say that the Cheese Board
have done no good, hecause they wore

elected by the cheese producers themselves
in the mest democratic way possible. 1 do
not agree with the hon. gentleman that the
Cheese Pool Beard is a  failure, It is
impossilite to keep up pUC‘“% artificially,
althocugh ther n certainly do gomo*hlng

ising the cheese producers,

that way by crga
and, if th tot done that ahgad% they
£00s Ol

will do it
ooBINGTON ¢ The  cheese

Mr. B
have been organising for ten years,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
In order to meet the wishes of the fruit secc-
tion who asked for a pcol, I have alveady
had a rough draft made of a general poolizg
Act. Thiz has not been considered by the

Cabinet vet, but it has been drafted, and I
have no doubt that the Cabinet will agree to
a general pooling Act being pldced on the
statute-book to meet the wwishes of the
Council of Agriculture. A safeguald will
have to be introduced to provide that 75 1)f>r
cent. of the farmers concerned must demand a
pool and vote for it before the Government
give effect to it. 1 think it is a good thing to
have a general pooling Act on 111(: statute-book
50 th'\t. when an industrr is disorganised
the lack of stabilisation and
facilities, effect can be given to

wishes of the ])roduc s to hrlug inio
stenee a pooling scheme for the benefit of
those concerned, I have already pointed out
in_this House that the Depaktment of Agri-
culture is deficient in efficient instructors and
experts. That is not new information for
this Chdl?lb’\(‘ because ever since we have had
an Aolwmtural Department in Queensland
the Dopartmont of Agriculture has heen
starved in regard fo instructors and experts,
In order to meet the wishes of the fruit
section, who asked for further instructors,
provision will be made on the Estimates for
the appointment of further 1mtrucf0r There
is no window-dressing or ¢ leg- pulhnv” in
this matter, so far as the Gov ernment are con-
cerned, because we have already given effect
to the recommendations and resolutions
passed br the Council of Agriculturc. We
are also meeting their wishes in 1eg'u‘d to
the utilisation of surplus. waste, and inferior
fruit. We have communicated with the Com-
monvealth Burcau of Science and Industry,
in order to take some steps to utilise the

[Hon. W. N. Gillics

producers

by virtue of
marr'*tm{r
the

on has had under consideration. It
important problem, and one which
ars to be very difficult of solution, It
beon pointed out that on the border of

South Wales there is o number of
oerchards, and the fruitgrowers
sod A re 'olm,}on and forwarded it to me

New
neglected

with a request that I should get into touch
with the New South Wales authorities and
arrange a conference between the New South

Wales officers and those
Queensland  Government. 1 communicated
with the New South Wale: Government, and
they are now going to giv: instructions for the
destruction of those orchards which appear
to be breeding the fruit-fly. The hon. mem-
ber for Drayton insinuated that the Pro-
visional Council had been sitting down om
their jobs and doing nothing.

Mr. BeBingron: I did not say so.
asked what they did.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

[ wiil tell the hon, goptleman some more,
I now come to the most important branch of
agriculture in this State. I refer to the
sugar-growing industry. It 1s the most
important from the point of view of its
monetary value, and heceause it settics a
white populstion in the Northern portion of
our State. The council passed a resolution
and decided that steps should be taken by
the loral Producers’ Association to do
‘hine they possibly conld to coutinue

1t sugar sgrecment.

emploved by the

1 only

(ARt

prc

he The Govern-
mont o rob st down on this question.
Governinont  appointed 3y, Stephen

allcer to go to Hielbonrne as  publicity

and the hon, member for Musgrave
itved to-day that he =vas a very capable
wan for the position. 3Ir, Walker went to

Aelbourne - to endeavour to convince the
people who arc out to influence
the l’r.me Minister against 1"enow1ng the
sUgar agreemen Mr. Walker is the very
man for ‘the po\xhom and he will be employed
in trying to convince the narrow- minded
people in the South who are hostile to the
sugar industry of the nccessity for continu-
ing the agrecment.

In rezard to wheatgrowing, a very
important development has taken place in
rommcfion with ‘that industry. Since the

ocuncil came into existence Mr. Quodllng* has
>ub1mttcd a <cheme to ths Wheat Board for
the improvement of wheat. This is the
1(\:01me1 passed by the Provisional Council
in connecticn with that scheme—

¢ The Council, in conjunction with the
Dgpartment of Agriculture and the State
Wheat Board, has succeeded in effecting
a considerable improvement in the cul-
tural methods of wheat-growing in
Guecrsland,  The scheme prepared by
the council has been adopted by the
Wheat Board. It provides for the pur-
chase by the Wheat Board from the
Department of Agriculture of a quantity

anent

of specially sclected seed, which will be
grown wunder special conditions. The
wheat o harvested will, in turn, be

reserved for secd purposes. A new list
of recommendsd varietics has been drawn
up, and these have been allotted to
certain districts, wherc each will be
planted on a specified class of soil.”
(Opposition interjections.) I am surprised ab
the hostility directed at me in delivering
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such an important speech as this,
the hon.
because

I hope
member for Nanango is listening,
I want to refer now to an industry

in which he is vitally intercsted as well
as I, because I know the Nanango clec-
torate is a large imalze-growing district.

Last year he was very anxious about a maize
pool. I pointed out the difference in the
way of a maize pool as distinguished from
a wheat pool. The wheat area is confined
to one part of the State, and there is only
a limnated number of wheat buyers, but there
are theusauds of maize buyers, and the maize

growers are scatiered all over the State
However, we have not decided that the
maize-grover must be leit to the tender

mereivs of the speculstor. We have endeav-
oured to do somicthing to find out the correct
position, and, at the suggestion of the pro-
wisional Council, we are collecting certain
information from the growers which may
cnable us to solve the problem. 1 do not
say that it is simple of solution, but we can
do something., Further than that, I may
tell the House that during the last few days
the Governimment have approached the Com-
monwealth Government with a view to
imposing an increased duty on imported
maijze which may compete with Queensland-
grown maize,

Mr. Epwarps: Don’t you think it was
unfair that a representative of the maize-
growers was not appointed to that council?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE
There ix nothing unfair in it, but we do not
want to overburden the provisional Council.
1 represent the chief maize-growing district
in the State. and there are other maize-
growers on the council, so that the interests
of the maize-growers will not be overlooked.
Serious consideration was given o the hon.
member’s suggestion, but for the reason I
have just raentioned-—that we did not want
to ovmload the council or set up precedents
which the permanent council will not be able
to IO”O\V. we want to be as economical as we
can wrs net adopted; but I am satisfied
that the interests of the maize-growers will
be conserverd and thelr wishes respected by
the provisional Courcil, and 1 feel sure t}ux‘f
whei the permanent council is electad,
will have their representative upon it.

To-day we issucd a bulletin setting out

what has been done to <late by the prov

Couneil, stauding committes, and dele
1oml1(lnw the suggrstion that more liberal
100' lddon should be passed with regard
to financing faymers. The most important
thing after the farmces are organisud is the
]nm’imon of adequate {inance—the citablish-
ment of rurval banks, for instance.

Mr. Kixe
tion about

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
hon. siembers a good deal of
about a lot of other things.
Armw;-oot is imporiant, but it is not impor-
tant euough to justify a representative on the
pronbmnal ( ‘cuncil.  The permancent Council
34 uppom\f d by the farmers, who, by their
votes, will - whom they Wi]l elect.  The
ving cornittee sat to-day, and dealt
with one or two lmportant qus -sthYlS“h(_lL[

Can you give us any informa-
arrowroot ?

testing, for instance,
The question of better finance for the
is undey counsideration, and the
of {odder and water conservation

referred to the finance committes,
no mwore important question than

[13 Jury.]
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fodder and water conservation. In a good
seuson water is allowed to run to the sea, “and

thousands of tons of fodder are wasted.
YWh 1en the permanent Council has been
appointed, with the co-oper atxon of the

I)opartment of Afrncultule it is hoped that
these problems will oe solved; but I think I
Luve said enough to show that the provisional
Council have not been asleep on their job;
and, after all, it is the perr:anent Council to
whom we look to make things move, because
they will represent and be responsible to the
farmers, and will certainly cerr: out the
policy the farmers wish
Mr., Moreax: Will they be elected only
by the farmers? :

Tae SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Theve will be Government nominees on the
beard, as I pointed out when the Bill was
introduced.  The Government experts will
huave seats on the council, but only five out
of twenty will be Government nominees,
s0 that the farmers themselves will dominate
the council and formulate its policy right
through.

My, FLETCHER:
be the experts?
~The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes.

Your nominees will only

S1zer: Will farm hands have a vote?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have already said that the Commissioner
for Railwasrs iz a member of the Council.
Transport 1s one of the most important
queztions. I have always said that one of
the great drawbacks to the farmer is bad
roads. Probably we have toe many miles of
railways, and if we had better roads feeding
the railways, the latter might possibly pay.
That is onc reason why I am proud of the
fact that I was associated with the introdue-
tion of the Main Roads Act. (Opposition
interjections.) I repeat that I am surprised
at the opposition that the Bill is meeting so
far. (Opposition dis-ent.) I am surprised,
because it was said by intelligent farmers
throughout the State before the House met
that the so-called Farmers' party would have
cither to get behind the schemie and support
it or deciare themselves once and for all to
be the enemics of the farmers. It is very
difficult to tell from the speech of the leader
of the Opposision whether he is against the
Bill or in favour of it, but T am going to
make roference to some of his remarks before
T it down. At this juncture I would like to
i it to the Press for the suppert they
have given the scheme.

Mr. Vowres: Have they not been paid to
do that advertising ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. Jor instance, I have here a leader in
the “ Daily Mail >’ of the 27th March last,
from which I shall quote briefly. Though
the “ Daily Mail” is a party paper, it
realises that the time has arrived when
party should be sunk in order to save Queens-
land and develop it and place the rural
community on a sound footing. This is
what 1t says—

“ The conference of dairying interests
convencd by the Premicr was one of the
most notable gatherings in the history
of the State, and its decisions, pronded
that they are carried out in the spirit
which signalised their birth. are likely
to have a far-reaching effect upon the
future development of the State. Great

Hon. V. N. illies.]
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credit is due to the Premier for this bold

piece of practical statesmanship.”
I just want to quote a few associations who
have given this movement their support. I
feel sure this scheme is going to succeed and
the farmers are going to embrace it, and
cven, if afterwards they vote against the
Labour party, that does not matter to me
or to the Premiér., We are going to put
the Bill on the statute-book and start it on
sound lines, and we are going to do all we
can to p}ace the agricultural community on
a firm footing.

GOVERNMENT MEwpERS: Iear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The following associations have written sup-
porting this scheme : —

South Queensland Fruitgrowers’
Farmers’ Alliance, Mutdapilly.
Qucensland S*]Ior and Soldier
ducers’ Distributing Agency.
Bowen Farmers’® Association.
Applethorpe Branch, Stanthorpe District
Counctl of Fruitgrowers.
Summit Branch, Stanthorpe
Council of Fruitgrowers.
Mount Tully Branch, Stanthorpe District
Council of Fruitgrowers,
Cottonvale Branch, Stanthorpe
Council of Fruitgrowers.
Glen Aplin Branch, Stanthorpe
Council of Fruitgrowers.
Thulimbah Branch, Stanthorpe
Council of rluntf’IOVVOl“
Marmor Progress Association.
Bracewell Farmers and Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation.
Beverley Fruitgrowers’
Ambrose Producers
Queensland Farmers’
Oakey, Maclagan,
and Cecil Plains.

Society.

Pro-

District

District
District

District

Association.
Association.

Union branches at
Moola, Jimbour,

Australian Dairy Farmers’ Association,
Bundaberg.

Australian Dairy Farmers' Association,
Brrnestown

Farmers’ aseocmtiorr at Goorolba, Mun-

dubbera, Machine Creek, and Wood-
ford.

Dairymen’s Association, Bucca.
Sunnyvale Dairymen’s Association.

Dairy Farmers' Association, Cooroy.
Gin Gin Dairy Farmers’ Association.
Atherton Settlers’ Association.
Central Queensland Farmers’

) Co-opera-
tive Company.

Charcoal Scrub Returned Soldiers’ Set-
tlement Progrews Association.
Beerburrum United Fruitgrowers’ Asso-

ciation,
Amongst individuals who have written to the
Press 1n 1ts support are—

W. Parr, Ernest street, Manly (“ Daily
Standard ),

W. H. Doherty, U.C.G.A. (“ Courier ).

H. Glowrey, Bendigo Victoria (¢ Mail”?).

Country party in Central Quecnsland
(“* Telegraph **).

H. Keefer, Pittsworth (*° Daily Mail 7).

Murgon farmers (E. L. Delroy) (* Daily
Mail 7).

Wyreoma Milk Suppliers’
(“‘ Daily Mail »).

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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~another part he said that the homn.

Oryawnisation Bill,

J. Gordon (near Toowomba) (‘ Daily
Mail 7).

In the face of that, the speech delivered by
the leader of the Opposition iz a most illu-
minating one. I am going to give this House
an instance of the unfortunate position in
which the hon. gentleman finds himself.
If I were in the law courts trying te

defend a prisoner, I would find
[7.30 p.m.] mysclf, probably, in the same

position. It is unfortunate that
the leader of the Opposition has such a poor
knowledge of the farming requiremeats of
this Staf(- that he was uncertain where he

stood. I have here some of the things which
the hon, gentleman said at different times
during his speerh. Swvine have been taken
from Hanrard,” and seme I tock down

gentlemen was saving them.

them in the order in which
I bave put them in my own
inconsistoney  of  the

while the hos.
T aw not giving
they were ~1.d
order, to show the

rneech.  One thing the hon. gentleman said
Was-—

“It is a funpy thing, after seven

s that the Governmen: have not

veed  a messure of  thiz kind

before.”
In another povtion of his speech, he said
the (Governmest were holding up a bunch
of carrois to the farmers. Then he said he
wirs in favour of the scheme. Well, he was
in favour of holding up the bunch of carrots.
Again, he said thno was a tremendous lot
of make-belicve abour this matter. In
member
of the

&

for Dravton wurged the principle
CITe1mne. 110n again—
k Then again

“1If the Goverument »

re sincere, they

would have come to the assistance of
the farmer months, and cven years,
before.”

Then he complains that the Premier treated
this IIouse unfairly bweause he announced
the poliey some monm: before the House

met. Then he says he believes in the scheme.
Further on, he said—

“It was unpeces and a com-
mertary on the icultural Depart-
ment.’

Mr., Vowiks: I did not say it was un-

necessary.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon mémber said—

‘It is unnereseary, and » commentary
on the Agriculture Depsrtment.”
Then he said—

‘It is in our platform.”
(Government laughter.) The hon.
also said he would criticise the Bill.

Mr., Vowrnes: So I will,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member further said that the hon.
nmember for Pittsworth drew up the scheme.
and in another portion he advlsoﬁ us to “ Pro-
vide markets; that is more impertant.”” One
of the most important powers given to the
council in the 1ill is the power to provide

nember

markets, Then the hon. ges:leinan goes on
to savy that the organisers arc quite unnecces-
sary. Here is the beauty of the lot: After

giving the hon. member for Drayton and
the hon. member for Pittsworth credit for
the scheme, he said—
“Mark Harrison is
suggesting the scheme.”
My, Vowres: Giving it away, I said.

responsible for
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
In another the hon. gentleman said—
“The Premier lifted the scheme holu<
bolus from an Ainerican magazine.

(Governmient laugntor) What are we to
expect, with all those inconsistent statements ¢

1 remember Mr. J. H. €. Roberts, the
present member for Pittsworth, on one occa-
sion making a declaration, which appeared
in onc of the papers, wlen the IFarmers’
party was first formed, It was a very clear,
honest deelaration on his part. He said—

»We ave against the Natiopulisy party
because of th()ir association with trusts
and combines; and we are against the
Labour party becanse of the land tax and
high wages.”

I would
The farmers

If the Standing Orders pevinitted,
cuepose the boger of ngh wages.

}avw to sell thur plOdL‘Lns to the people
who live by their wages, and only by having
good wages caun the farmer receive a fair

veturn for his labour. Alss, if the Btanding
Ovders permitted, 1 couid go into the ques-
tion of land taxation, and point our that the
Labour pa abolishied the railw Ay guaran-
tee. T am satisfied, from what my colleugue,
the Secrctary for Railw ays, has told me, that
had that guarantee been in operation to-day,

it would have been aznual tax of a
quarter of a million on the backs of the
farnmers; wherca« the land tax paid by the
bona fide farmers is less than ££0.000. Ilav-
ing explained that, I think I can claim

that the hon. member for Pittsworth should
come over to this side, because the Nabional-
ist party are still associated with trusts and
combines.

I am aware, Mr.
Standing Ordeys

ol

Speaker, that under the
you have no knowledge of
i i it i+ a farce
We all have know-

that that should be so.
lodge of what takes place in Cemmittec.
I have already explained in Commitice the
provisions of the Bill, but I am going to
explain them briefly sgain.

Before pro(’ecdmg to do so,
that the great agriculiural
Queensland can he properly
developod only by sl on
solid body of evers primary producer in the
State. We do not need to question that, I
think. We know that the wage-earzers could
not be emancipated until they were properly
organised, We know full well that, if the
middlemen can prevent the farmers from
being organised, they can do what they like
with them. Once they are organi«:d into a
solid body they will insist on having something
more tangible than the so-called Farmers
party can do for them. They will insist on
hd\mo their rights looked after, and will be
able to put forward what they require. At
the present time, when agricultural legisla-
tion s being frazaed, after the legislation
reaches this Chamber tise so-called Farmers’
perty come ulong and criticise it. I want
the bona fide farmers to give their views
regarding the legislation before it reaches
this Chamber. When that legislation is
endorsed by them, it must be in their inter-
and they will take the responsibility of

I want to sas
industry of
handled and

nisation into one

Briefly, the Bill sets cut—as the title indi-
cates—to promote the agricultural and rural
irdustries by the orgenisation of the primary
producers of Queensland in a completely
unified national organisation. The justifica-

{13 Jury.]
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tion for the Bill has been emphasised briefly
in my short sprech this evening. The gene-
i+ of the Bili 1s to be found 1n the spcech
which the Premier made at Laidlecy. Since
that speech was made, we have been doing
cverything possible to enable the provisional
Council to carry out these schemes which were
advocated on that occasion. The Bill seeks
to legalise what has been done, and what
will be done in futurec.

The constitution of the Primary Pro-
ducers” Organisation will be really in three
tiers. There will be the local organisations.
Where any fifteen or twenty primary pro-
duccrs are to be found in any small centre,

they can form a local producers’ organisa-
tion. They, in turn, will have a vote in
clecting the district councils, The State

into fifteen
It may be necessary
it may be necessary to
widen some of the districts, or to alter the
boundaries—that is a matter for the per-
manent council when it comes into existence.

Mr. Moreax: Can every branch elect a
wember on the distriet council?

The SECRAETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Bvery local producers’ association cannot do
that: because, wherce any fifteen or twenty
producers exist, they will bring into exist-
cnce a local producers’ association, and in
some districts there may be 100 or 200 of
those associations, and they could not pos-
sibly elect ome member from each associa-
tion. Provision will be made, by regula-
tion, to enable cvery producer to have a
vote in the election of the district council;
and the district councils, in turn, will clect
the Council of Agriculture, which will be
the executive of the producers’ associations.
and will voice the views of the district
councils and. the local producers’ organisa-
tions. I speciallr requested that the Bill
should be drafted in as simple and plain a
way as possible, because we want the farmers
und those controlling the scheme to under-

tand it. I submit that the Parliamentary
Dlaftam an and the Crown Law Department
have made it a very clear measure. The
Bill sets out the definition of *‘primary
producer” thus—

has been cut up, provisicnally,
agricultursl districts.
to create more:

“ Every person engaged in the occu-
pation of—
(a) Datry farmer; or
(0) Wheat, maize, or cereal grower;
or

{¢) Canegrower; or

(d) Fruitgrower; or

(e) Grazier; or

(/) Farmer, whether engaged in

ganﬁml or mixed farming, cotton,
potato or vegetable growing, or
poultry or pig-raising; and

Any class of persons declared by the
Governor in Council, on the
recommendation of the council,
by Order in Council to be
primary producers. . . .7

Mr. Fretcugr: Does that include miners?
The hon. member for Queenton said last
night that the miner was a primary pro-
ducer.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
It will not apply to minecrs. If the Council
of Agriculture recommends to the Governor
in Council that a miner should be classed as

Hon. W. N. Gillics.]
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a primary producer, I have no doubt that
the Government will give the recommenda-
tion favourable consxdma’mon

Mr. Sizer : Will the farm hand come under
that definition?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
No; a dairy farmer, a share farmer, and so
on; but not farm labourers.

Mr. Sizir: Will any farm hands come
under the Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Tor the bencfit of the hon. member I will
read again the definition of  primary pro-
ducer”’—

“ Jvery person engaged in the occu-
pation of—
(a) Dairy farmer; or
{b) Wheat, maize, or cereal grower;
or

{¢) Canegrower; or

{d) Fruitgrower; or

{e¢) Grazier; or

{f) Farmer, -hether engaged In

genoral or mixed fﬂxmmg, cotton,
potato, or vegetable growing, or

Any rlass of persons declared by the
Governor in Council, on the
recommendation of the council,
by Order in Council to be
primary producers.”

Mr. SwER: The lust portion of that gives
very wide scope, Will a farm hand not
come under that heading?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
No.

Wr. SmEr: Only emplorers.

The SECRETALY FOR AGRICULTURE:
A primary producer may be a tenant farmer
or a shave farmer,

Mr. Soir: Would a tenant farmer come
under it?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Yes. As 1 hme already statad, any body of
farmers to the number of fffcen or more
can form a local producers’ association. As
sot out by the constitution of the Council of
Agriculture, ftie number of members of the
council shall not exceed twenty-five, and
not less than five members nor more than
one- iomth of the total number of members
shall be appointed by the Governor in
Council as she representatives of the Go-
vernment. The DMinister shall, by virtue
of his office, be a member and president of
the council.

An Orpogiriexy Mexzir: I thought it was
to be free from political control.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I am opoen to conviction, and, if hon. mem-
bers can satisfy me that this scheme should
be separated from the Department of Agri-
culture, and that I should not be connected
with it, T am agrecable to hear their argu-
ments. But I shall want to hear very sound
arguments in favour of the Secretary for
Agriculture not being president of this Coun-
¢il.  He should be present at the meetings,
to know what is being done, so that he can
really be the connecting link between the
Council and the department over which he
exercises control.

Mr. BepBINGTON : The only claim you have
is because the Government are finding half
the money.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

The Government are finding all the money

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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for the first twelve months and half the
money for the firsi five years, and, if at the
end of that time it is the council’s wishes
that the Secretary for Agriculture should
not be there, it will be a very simple matter
to remove him. The Cabinet have considered
this matter very carefully, and I have also
considered it very carefully, and it has been
decided that the Secrotary for Agriculture
for the time being should be the president

and chairman of this important body. Clause
6 set out that—
“The functions and objects of the

Council shall be to co-operate with the

department, district  councils, local
associations, and other bodies and persons
in-—

(i.) Devecloping the rural industries;

(ii.) Investigating and dealing with
problems relating to the rural indus-
tries including animal husbandry;

(iil.) Advising and instructing pri-
mary producels with regard to matters
which require scientific knowledge and
training, farm management and farm
economies, including cost of production
and farm accountancy ;

{iv.) Making research on subjects per-
taining to the rural industries;

(v.) Seccuring effective action for the
controlling of diseases and pests
generally;

(vi.) Securing additional markets for
the disposal of produce and improved
means of distribution;

(vii.,) Studying markets; accumu-
lating data regarding marketing pro-
cesses and costs; disseminating accu-
rate market iuformation; and elimi-
nating waste and unnecessary market-
ing expenses;

(viii.) Securing improved means of
storage, handiing, and transport;

(ix.) Promoting a general policy of
testing, standardising, and grading;

(x.) Extending the uscfulness of the
professional staff of the department by
the utilisation of experts, the dissemi-
nation of literature and pamphlets
dealing V\ith matters of interest to
primary producers, and by any other
method which the council thinks fit,
including the establishment of a burcau
of infnrmation for primary producers;

(xi.) Encouraging and assisting in
the pmmotxon of farmers’ co-operative
associations and enterprises;

(xii.) Bettering the conditions of
rural life and the extending rural
education by co-operation with the
educational authorities of the State and
gencrally ;

(xii1.) Dealing with matters in rela-
tion to agriculture and production of
primary produce which may be
referred to the council by the Minister;

(xiv.) Gencrally advising, assisting,
and co-operating with the depaltment
and the association in all matters per-
tnining to the rural mL.ustuos where
deemed  neceszary, convening  con-
ferences.”

The functions and objects clearly set out the
wisdom of the Secretary for Agriculture
being chairman and phsldent of tne Council.
The Bill sets ont that districts shall be con-
stituted and that local organisations shall be
hrought into existence. It also sets out rules
for the conduct of the Council, district
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councily, and local associations, for the crea-
tion of Advis and the cstablish-
ment of a fund.

There has been some criticism with regard
to the power of this Bill in connection with
the right to levy on the industry. This
matter has been unfairle criticised, and an
cffort has been made to stampede the farmers
by suggesting that they will be unduly taxed
under this sehome. There is no such inten-
tion. In fact, no such condition of things can
be brought about without the wishes of the
primary producers themsclves, because they
will control the Council of Agrlcultur

Mr. Beppingrox : The only safety they have
is in the election of their representatives.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
What greater safety could a farmer have
than that? They may make mistakes, as
ther made in electing the hon. member for
Drayton. The farmers will elect the very
best mon to the Council of Agriculture.

Mr. BEmzixgToN: Are you sure they did
not make a mistake in your case?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL
I think I have justified my
the legislation I have introduced into this
Chamber. I venture to say, without fear of
rontradiction, that I possess the confidence
of the big majority of farmers in this State.
Llause 12 provides—

TURE:

existence by

¢ (1.) There shall be established a
fund to be called ¢The Queensland
Producers” Association Fund,” which

shall be charged with the payment of all
cxXpenses inewrred by the council in the
execution of vhis Act and any such
expenses of a district council approved
by the council.

“(2.) The fund shall be administered
by the council and shall be audited from
time to time by officers of the depart-
ment of the Auditor-General,

“(3.) All levies made by the council
as preseribed and all fines for non-
payment thereof shall be paid inte the
fund

“(4.) The Governor in Council shall,
during = period of five years from the
date of the passing of this Act. make
grants in aid of the fund ocut of moneys
appropriated by Parliament for that pur-
pose, and every such grant shall be at a
rate of not less than one pound for every
one pound paid into the fund during
the twelve n;omhs precading such grant
in respect of all levies and fines imposed
under this Act.”’
“That puts an obligation on the (fovernment.
First of all, the Government have under-
taken voluntarily to finance the scheme for
the first year of its existence. The farmers
will then be called upon to pay a levy, The
levies will not be very heavy., I have alreads
mentione:d that, possibly, a levy of 1d. on
100 1b. of butter and, probably, a id.
or 4d. on every ton of sugar-cane. and so on,
will be suflicient to finance the scheme.
Mr. G. P. Barxms : What do
pate the first year’s expenditur

rou antici-

will be?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The expenditure the first year will be pretty
heavy. There will be a lot of organising
and pioneering work to be done before the
permanent council comes into existence, It
is estimated that not more than £20,000 or
£25,000 will be required to carry out the
scheme the first year.

1822—=
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Ir. BeeBixGT0x : The Foderal Cheese Pool
in 1921 cost the factories interested ls. per
case.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think there is any occasion for any
bona-fide farmer to be alarmed at the pro-
visions in this Bill, because it clearly sets
out that the power will be vested in the
farmers’ representatives who are eleated by
th(‘msﬂvos I admit that the power to make
regulations is very large. This is absclutely
neceszary, but regulations will not be framed
by the Governor in Couuncil except on the
recommendation of the Council of Agriculture,
The hon. m-mber for Dravton will admit that
that 1s a sufficient safeguard to eusure that
any ugrulatlon framed will ke in the interests
of the primary producers. Clause 14 certainly
does give power to make regulations, but I
think that pow-r is nceessary, and I do not
think any hon. mewmber who honesily believes
in the scheme will question the power given
in regard to the making of regulations.

That is about all I need say just now. The
Bill is an important one, and I think it will
mark an era of prespority that will date from
the passing of this Bill. When this Bill
beconies law, the farmers of Queensland—a
maest important sestion of ’(hL commumtv,
having been properly organised—will be able,
as I have already said, to assisi in frammﬂ
legislation  for the purpose of promoting
co-operation and for the purpese of enabling

them to establish rural credits the same as
they have done in Amervica, with the assis-
tancs of the Governmont if necessary, and

«hen that condition of things comes about,

the farmers will bs able to sas that the
start of their salvation. the star: of their
prosperity, and placing them on a sound
footing, had its crigin in this Bill. I have
much pleasur: in moving—

“That the Bill be now read a s#cond

+ime.”’
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON ¢ The farmers’ organisations
Lhave done very good work.

Mr., VOWLES (Dalhy): 1 Ahink, My
Speaker, we have had one of the most remark-
able serond reading spreche: that bhas ever
heen delivored in this Chamber, in this respeet
—that the hor. gentleman spent twenty-seven
minutes on platitudes snd apolepics, abont
ten minutes on bis Bill, and then eoncluded

ane more platitudes. I understood that
hister, when moving the sccoud reading

of a Bill, wa unpo%od to eive us the prin-
ciples of the Bill and the principles <)111“. and
no. go in for sef-adves cr boosting
the scheme.

The SeereraRy 7orR Agercrirvre: Why do

3 "
thoe 8

a-balf

Mr. VOWLES: Tk
the hon, gentleman »n hour aud o-he
i~ suppos d to be devoted to expluining the
principles of the Bl That is one of the
things that huas uade us =uspicious richs
through the picce. There has been too much
of this booting. I gave an instance before,
and I quotsd from the deily papers, where
we find two absolutely countradictory reports
in vegard to the one transaction. In one
instance thew tell yvou thet this orgnnisation
was responsible for the increase in the priee
of butter, and you find, cver the page, the
secrotary of a butter company telling us
that it is due to a shortage of supplies and

Mr. Voiwles.]

anding Order- allow we an hour and

Standing Crders give
f, which
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to the dry spell. When you get that sort of
thing, you begin to wondcr. People through-
out the country are wondering why all this
publicity should be necessary in regard to
a scheme which is; on the face of it, compul-
sory; because, if a man does not join up with
one of the local organisations, under the
scheme of payment, his commodity is going
to be attacked.

The PreMiER : Only if the farmers so desire.

Mr. VOWLES: Ths money has to come
from somewhere after this vear. The con-

as
solidated revenue iz to find the money for
the first yrar, and after that the farmers will
have to find it.

‘he Preyien: Do you object to the farmers
paving for 1t7

Mr. VOWLES:
do mnot object to pay;
s going to be compulsc
sity for all these canvasse
v that has taken place
initiated by the Preu
recess, but the Bill which we have to-day is
not altogether in kevping with thet scheme,
It would have been far beiter if these pub-
Heity agents had been kept in Brishane, They
have never scen the Bill until to-day. because
we have never scen it until to-day, and, if
the Premicer had held these publicity agents
back, #0 that when they were s nt inte the
country districts ther would have heen in
possession of a Bill and able to discuss it
clause by clause, the Government would have
cstablished greater confidence.

I do not object, and they
but. if the scheme
. whr is there ntees-
s and all the publi-
Y We had a scheme
o himeelf during th

The Pgreaner: The basis of this organisa-
tion was suggested by the council itself.

Myr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman initia-
ted w =cheme, and we sav that scheme was
tuken from the Farmers’ Union. Tt is all very
well for him to say that what e advocated
originally is the same as this Bill. I say
it 15 not.

The PreEyger: If it is
modified on the represent
thrmsclves, and  wo
scheme,

Mr. VOWLES: I thou
1t ?

The PurEMIER: Wo
on the matter,

(v, VOWLES: I know whom vou consul-
ted; you consulted Mr. Farrizon.

The PrexIER: Yes, and he is compet nt to
speak on matters of this kind.

Ar. VOWLES: He eave vou the scheme
holus-bolus from the platform of the Country
party, and you took it, and now you are
going one step further and intead to assist
the farmers in the mattor of vrural eredits—
another plank of the Countrs purcy.

Mr. F. A Coorer: You originated a bunch
of carrots. (Laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: The Minister «aid this was
a belated measure,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: I admit
the charge.

My. VOWLES: That is one of the things
that look suspicious—that on the eve of an
election, after being seven vyecars in office,
the Government should suddenly wake up
to their responsibilities so far as the primary
producers are concerned, and, by way of an
apology for all their delay, the hon. gentle-

[Hr. Vowles.

not, it has Dbeen
ition of the farmers
have accepted  their

t you originated

consuited the farmers

[ASSEMBLY.]
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man told us of certain other measures put
on the statute-book by him. HHe mentioned
the Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act,
and he mentioned the abolition of the rail-
ways guarantee and various other measures.

The SECRETARY AgrictrrerE:  The
Wheat Pool Act.

Mr. VOWLES: You only put that on the
statute-book beeause it was foreed on you.
The hon. gentleman, when speaking about
the legislation that he hasz put on the statute-
book, forgot to t=ll us about the price-fixing
legislation. Price-fixing would not suit. Ie
omitted to tell us that, when the price-fixing
measure was befere this Chamber in Com-
mittee, exacily the same principle which is
embodied in this scheme was suggested from
this side of the Chamber, and was thrown out
with scorn, That is, that advisory boards
should be ereated to advise the gentleman iw
charge of price-fixing. He did not tell us
anvihing about the increased taxes that were
put on during dry times.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not true.

My, VOWLES: He did not tell us that the
Government commandeered or fixed the price
of produce below the cost of production. He
did not tell us anvthing about the taxation
imposed upon them in respect of the land
tax, the income tax, and the super taxes. He
only told us one side of the story, as he and
his Covernment usually do. The hon. gentle-

man had an opportunity in previ-

[8 p.m.] ous sessions of adopting many of

) the principles which they now
say are so good, but which on every occasion
they rejected. Having been found out by the
industrial scction of Queensland, they ave
looking arcund to other sections, and pander-
ing to them, and they consider it will be a
good eclectioneering step for them to come
forward at this juncturc and introduce some-
thing for the farmer. They will go so far as
to put it on the statube-book; hut, when the
next election is over—if they should be fortu-
nate cnough to succeed in regaming the
Treasury benches—it will be put into the
cre picconholes as the amendments to our
State Advances Act, advances under which
were refused to farmers by the Government,
although agreed to by t}le House. It‘ls very
interesting to know, by inferjection this even-
ing, that no room can be found on _the pro-
vigonal Council for a representative oi a
maize-producing district. The Minister con-
aiders himself a ¢ maize king.” angl, as the
oficial head of the department, decided that
2 maize producer should not be on the com-
mittee. I have told hon. gentlemen opposite
the attitude we are adopting. We sincerely
trust that this is not a political measure.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I give
vou my word right away.

Mr. VOWLES: It does not look like it,
so far as it has gone. We arc prepared to
support it. We consider there is business in
it. and, if refercnce is made to the speech
which T made on behalf of the Country party
at the last election, it will be found that
nearly all the principles contained in this
measure are contained in that speech.
(Government laughter.)

Mr. Pease: But vou say it is a bunch of
carrots.

The PreyMigr: I have vour speech here,
and I cannot find one constructive idea in it.

FOR

That is
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Mr, VOWLES:
Loi. gentleman.

My, Kirwax: That is the speech where you
referred to the Nationalists as the “ Roma
Street Party.”

Mr. VOWLES: We were told by the
Minister that the provisional Council which
is in evidence to-day have Dbeen burying
themselves in various directions.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
have been doing good work.

Mr. VOWLES : The Minister speaks about
things which are necessary in connection with
cheese and sugar. It will be rzmombeleg
that, when the Wheat Pool Bill was going
through this Chamber, we asked for an
amendment to include not only wheat but
cther commodities.  If the hon. gentleman
had been in sympathy with us, he could have
had a general pool then, and it would have
been reads to his hand whenever he wanted
it. He turned it down, consistent once more
itn his inconsistency. Then he turns round,
and. after this matter v brought forward
i the Chamber and the opponunitv was
ﬂlno he tzlls us that his council have been
applving themselves to this one thing, which
they could have done cighteer months ago.

Mr. Brrsxax: Better late

Mr. VOVWLES: We shall see a change at
the next election. \H(AT‘JCL matter 1s wheat
culture. 1 was up in Roma seven years ago,
and I saw 3Tr. Sontter demonstrating the
el x“m““ of wheat. and. if anvbedy is entitled
to the m‘odxt for the results which nme been
(*‘)‘mmod it is not Mr. Quodling, Lut Mr.
Soutter.  The Secrctary for \frrlculturo has
suddenly walkened up to the fact thet there
is such a hmr as an exparimental farm in
Roma, and that one of their very efficient
public servants has been applying himself
to this particular branch of the industry,
and now the hon. gentleman is going to

¢ the council to consider what Mr. Soutter
]

T

I am very sorry for the

They

than ver.

as been doing. I do pot want to say any-
hing w hich «ill reflect on the Council of
Agriculture I cortainly  trust that the
pomom to be appointed in future, or those

ho arc on it now. will be repre sontative of
thn, various industries ther profess to repre-
sent. I have hrard certain remarks made
about the appointees, but I do not want to
refer to them either individually or collec-
tively. I hope their ap pointment will result
in good work.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICU
what you think of them.

Mr. VOWLES: T will tell vou later on.
So far as the provisional Councll 1s con-
cerned, there is no pow et in the Bill to
bring about a termination of that provisional

LTURE : Tell us

t

(ouncil, and establisk -a genuine or real
couneil.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: You cin

sack them any time.
Mr. VOWILES: Yeua cannot sack them at

any time. Tvidently the hon. gentleman
does not know his own Bill. Clause 13
states-—

“The provisional Council of Agricul-
ture and the provisional district coun-
cils appointed by the Governor in Coun-
cil in existence at the passing of this
Act shall be deemed to have been con-
stituted respectively as the Council of
Agriculture and district councils under
thts Act, and the members thereof shall

[13 Jurv.]
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hold office until the appointment or elec-
tion of a Council of Agriculture and the
respective district counecils in the manner
prescribed.”

The hon. gentleman says cvery safeguard is
there. We will make it a little more safe

limiting the time in which that election
has to take place.

The Preymiwr: The time is limited, because
they were appointed only for twelve months.

Mr. VOWLES: That is nof in the Bill
They will continue in office, notwithstanding
that appomtmont for twelve months, untl
another body is elected.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Can you
tell me how we should disband them?

Mr. VOWLES
six months of the ps
The SECRETARY FOR
can we do that if we

organisation?

Mr. VOWLES: We were told that it was
going to be ready. The hon, gentleman
stated that people are coming from far and
wide to join the organisetion. They will
have to be registered, and they will have the
right to appoint men to a district council.
and that district coanci] has power to refer
matters to the suprcuie Council.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You MMay
depend on it that we shall lese no timn.

Mr. VOWLES: You should do it within
months, Have the farmers to have no
right to sar by vote who their represcnta-
tives are to be?

You should do it within

sing of the Bill.

AGRICULTURY ;
have nnt got

The Previer: They would have no clec-
ticn or anything else if it was left to you.

Tr. VOWLES: The fabric of the whole
thing rests upon the definition of ¢ primary
preducer.” 1 want to tell the hon. gentle-
man the«t T am suspicious about his
definition.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
suspicious about the whole thing.

Mr. VOWLES: I am vnot. I want to seo
this absolutely straight. Unfortunately, I
have bad expericnce in the past of dragnes
clavses, and finding out that terms which
appeared on the face to be very honest
turned out to be something else.

Mr. BrExvax: As a legal man, you should
have been able to see it.

Mr. VOWLES: Did the hon. member
think that under the Sugar Acquisition- Act
fl"(’ \,\U\'(“lnlll(‘nf vere J"O}D” tc (’omrna.ndt,or
other commoditics? Did the hon. member
think that, under innocent little clauses
giving power to the Governor in Council,
the Government would have the power to do
tisings which were absolutely subversive of
the intention of the Legislature? Tt turned
out to be so, heecause the power was given.
and it was abused. I say that the whole
of this thing is wrapped up in the definition
of * primary producer,” and as o wheth
the Bill is an honest one or not. The defini-
tion reads—

“ Primary producer ’—Every
engaged in the occupation of-—

very

You are

persesn

(/) Farmer, whether engaged iw
gencral or mixed farming, cotton,
potato, or vegetahle growing, or
poultry or pig raising.”

Mr. Vowles.]
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I hope the hon. gentleman will be prepared
to accept an amendment at a later stage
to put in the words ‘‘other than an cm-
ployee.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
accept that.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman will
accept that I will be satisfied. If I sce that
this thing is loaded and that the idea is to
et control of the industry by bringing in
industrial workers as primary produce
iust bee canse they ave working on the farms,

hen T will object to it.

The Preamisit: I have already told you
that it rests upon the consent of the council

M, VOWIES: We have beea told these
things bhefore in this IHouse, and we have
found out afterwards, to our cosf, that what
was @zaid from the front bench was not
accurate.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE:
are you referring to now?

We will

What

My, VOWLES: I am not referring to
yeu.

The Prepuier: You said sonuething like
that Jast might.

Mr. VOWLES: I did, and the hon. gentle-
wan krows that 1 was right. Here is the

point. Thiz Bill provides that any class of
person can be deelared by the Governor in
Couxncil to be a primary producer; and
from time to time persons who are mnot
primary producers within our geveral accep-
tation of the term may be admitied as such.

The Preymgr: With the consent of the
couneil.

Mr., VOWLES: I
guard there. I am prepared to
the definition of ** primary producer’ imeans
the primary producers as we know them,
ihen there is very little harm in the con-
struotion of the Bl It is only the poncrs
that may be given from time to time that
are opeu 1o criticism. 1 see that provision
is made that fifteen primary producers can
band themselves together and form a local
producers’ assoclation, and that gives them
the right to appoint a member to the district
council.  The district councils will have very
great powers. It is an Important matter to
get representation on those councils, and it
i3 left. to the local producers’ associations
to appoint their representatives.

The Prewizr: The regulations will be
framed by the Council of Agriculture.

Mr. VOWLES: Do ycu not think that this
e should have some say in the xuater?

The Puriyier: You want Parlizmentary
control.

A, “\'O\'\'LT]S :

admit there is a safe-
say that, if

"

It is our duty to pick
holes in these things and see where ths weale-
are. If we leave it as it 1s, then
thes ave appointed they will be com-
1 to do like us, that is, to take a lot of
for granted.

PREMIER : You want parliamentary
VOWLES: You should trust the far-

and let him know exactly what he is
Jr vou do not tell the farmer straight-
‘o are doing, you are only going
to _umw his suspicions, perhaps unneces-
sarily.
Mr. BrexNax: You are developing that.
My, VOWLES: You must be frank with
the farmer, and you must trust him. Let

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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what he has got to do

him know exact ]
1 to the supreme council,

‘noorder fo
The local associations arc to send men to
the district eouncil. th\rO they are gi
powers that are alnu S0 ViIous
thoso ¢of our conrts, because they hove the
right to fine people and to levy against
theiy produce aud their property.

Mr. Brexvax: So  have the
societies.

Mr. VOWLES: The whole thing should be
definite and straight so far as the appolint-
ments to the district council are concerned.

The SrerrTARY voR AGRICULTURE : Don't you
trust the farmers:

Mr. VOWLLES : Yes, becauss they send me
to PParliament to look after their interests.
The duties of the locul associatious are ve
small, beeause when 1t is all said and done,
the duties of all these various hodies, w.th
the exception of the supreme council, are
more in the nature of inferior duties. Pro-
vigsion is made for the Governor in Council,
on the recommendation of the Council of
Agricalture, to constitute fifteon arveas, cach
with a district «‘ouncil the members of which

i 1men

building

shall be eleeted by members of the loval
producers’ associations registored under the

Act. Provision is mads fov ﬁfioon members
fo constitute a Incal produters’ ascociztion,
d the council are given power of dis-
inaticn, if there are fiffcen persons or
over in a local producr association, te
refuse them the right to s¢nd a repre ~en‘r:1-
tive to the district oourmiL Why should the
council be given discretionary nower and be
able to refuse to register & body consistitg
of fiftcen primary producers?
SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE:
limit somewhere,

an

CI'EL

The You

must have @

! VOOWLTS . Thev are all elawsifisd o
wary sroducers, and : if they (\) ned

a in nwuher. ther have no right

i on the board which hws the

I‘l)t to fux 1oin future.

The Prone
il consisting
weuld act unfairiy?

Mr. VOWLE;\: There max  be other
influences at work. Do not forget that there
will he Government repressntation on the
council.  There will be five (Government
reprosentatives, including the Minister, on
the council. ¥t is provided that six is to be
a auorum. Well. I object to that number.
Tt is quite possible for the five Government
representatives and only one other to be
present, That means that the Government
will have the thing in their own hands, and
can do what they like.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
wrong with that.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not like the Govern-
ment  representation,  because,  whether
wittingly or unwittingly. the Government
representatives are bound to be coerced and
fluenced by the AMinister. The Minister
is to be the chairman, and that gives him
a zocd deal of power. The Government
wavt to have a political pull over the whole
thing, and I ohject to 1it. No politician
should be chairman of that board. e can
be a member of the bosrd., but, if he is a
swise man, he will not zccept a position on
the board at all. T+t the conncil lock after
their o~n busin and elect their own chair-
mun. Lot them get away from the political
part of the bIRmM, which is there all the

Do vou think that a coun-
Peemers’  vepresectatives

There is nothing
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time. The Minister might try to put into
operation a pohc« which mlght be altogether
different to what the primary producers
want.

The Premrer: Many members of your
party who attended the conference were in
favour of this scheme.

Mr. VOWLES: I was not given the
courtesy of an invitation to that conference.
The Farmers’ Union had a mecting, and the
Country party had a meceting a fortnight
pre musly. and we went and asked the Pre-
micr to give some immediate relief to the
people who were in distress,

The Prrovicr: You tried to forestall the
Government,
. The BecrETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
in badly.

'1‘ VOWLES: No: the sufferers were
1110 farmer We ‘hlxed that they be given
immediste relief. The hon, gentleman said,
© Certainly, we will do 1t,’ but this
immediate relicf never came. We wanted
the Premier to deal with each individual
case on its merits. but the hon. gentleman
did nothing.  The State conference was held
and certain persons wers invited to it. The
Farmers” TUnion and the Country party,
although they had meetings just before, were
r0t invited to that confs ‘rence,  We were
not shown that courtesy. Kven if we were
not_allowed to speak, we should have been
m‘.u(d to listen and hear what was going

but we were invited to stay awaw, and
wo staved away

The PrEMIER: No member of the Country
party, no member of the Labour party, and
no member of the Nationalist party was
invited to that confercnce.

And fell

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
attended, attended as farmers.

Mr. Comstr: Why did you object to our
members being there?

Mr., VOWLE The Government had the
whole thing rigged up.

The Premier: You tried to destroy the
conference,

Mr. VOWLES: The Government had the
whole thing rigged up.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., VOWLES: I was pointing out defects
in the constitution of the Council, and saying
that onc of the principles to which I objected
was that the Council has the right to say
“no” when bona f{ide men come forward. I
sav that prineiple should be got vid of.

All who

The S8CRETARY FOR AGRICULIU
ther say * not”

Mr. VOWLES: It savs that the council
“ may Y—tha word should be *“shall.” Then
again, the Council of Agriculture and every
district council is to he a corporate bodr, and
will have very extensive powers, and I would
lilke the hon. gentleman to tell us wh(‘tha,r
thers is anything sinister in the word “ take ”

How can

in the provision in clause 10, which sais—
“ The councﬂ and ench district council
shall be cupable in law of suing and being
and shall 111\(‘ power to ¢ take,
nase, and hold

it
i,

sell, exchange
chattels, sceu
ciher mopm.‘. whatsoever.

Tand,

and any

The 8eceRuTARY TOR ACRICTLTURE: That i
a word of the lawy There 12 nothing

sinfster in it.

[13 Jury.]
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Mr. VOWLES: In that case I suppose we
might just as well take it out.

The PrEMIER : If anybody is to take it out,
we will take it out.

My, VOWLES: The hon.
to take &li the cwd e

member wants

wants to go

vourndd and suy Loo at whar we did.

done we did it.” (Laughter.) There 13 a
very fine provivion in clause 11—

“The Governor in Council, upon the

r commendaticn of the {(ouncil, may

appeint advisory board: to advise the

general busi-
pect to any
tigation or

Conncil in pect to the
ness of the Council, or in rc
pariicular matters of v
ressarah.”’
And thers is power to charge up the expenses
to the find. T think that 12 a very nceessary
and disirable provision, and I sincerely trust

that the Council will avail thomsol\( 5 of
the opportunities they have under it and
get the very best class of expe advice 1n

from a mar-

overy direction, more particulariy 10t
DISIIIESS

keting pomt of view, and from ea
point cf view.

The PREMIER interjected.

Mr. VOWLES: I have bern
is into the Premier long enough.
by the tin¢ we have

drumming
In fact
finished

thi
I believe tha!

]w will know whst his own echeme is. He
goes up into a ning reads
out pages of i, and it neees v takes time
for it to sink in. 'md we are tr uAL to get him

and Jearn
In regard
ther the
canes
what

to annieciate what the scheme s
somo of the fine poirts about it.

to the dations, I do not know whe
peopie in the count)y, who in m
have acernted the scheme, really real

powv they are gi to the Council. The
only sofoguerd i the majority of the
Conncil will be reprosentatives of the various

i although it is easy to > that

wavx be dangerous, when you
sidor that there arve fifroon districts

(‘Oll](‘_ R ¢
distributed ovey the whole of Qm nsland, with

euch diversified inierosts that
indusities mieht be separately
ch industry mizht have

teen different
b ted

and v little
FOPTR tion so far a¢ the nnhvwv.q] meni-
bors of ﬂ*' {oun 011 ave concerned. If it is

;mnw to be divid -4 up into sections——a sugar
district hove, a cotton district therc, wool in
dnmh(‘F place, meat, butter or cheese in
“ro‘}*r‘rfﬁ we o ave to have all these repre-
¢ nted in the fiffecen men who constitute tho

(_nun(‘ﬂ it may pos iblv happen that it will
ba a case of the ‘ ccbbler sticking to his
¢, and, when \'ital mutters are under

considoration affecting a porticular industry,
lin ofher members may mnot be conversand
Ath them, and tho\ may not be—I shall not
RNV mpf.ths\‘]o ‘_intorested at any rate,
and that is where I fear the nmthl pull
of the five Giovernment nominces will come in.
They are all experts.

Xy, VOWLES: Not neccess sarily, because
a flaw in the Bill so far as I can
oo, T Ao not know what the inter

b in F hesinning in the cass of
ihe lecal siation, it is necessary to have
tho qhal fication of a producer io join the
G O"l"\l‘("' .
Tho SICRATARY FOR AGRICULIURE: Is that
vight?

Afe, VOWLES: Is it v to be a
producr to be on the District Couneil ?

The SErnerY rog nGPIU Do you

- Tow Zv.]
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Mr. VOWLES: I wuant to know. The
repressatatives on the district councils and

» Council of Agriculture apparently neced
vot be farmers or producers at all.  They
might be union seeretariss,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : One might
be a lawyer.

Me, VOWLES: He might be; you never
¢an tell. That is one of the matters which I
require a good deal of consideration.
The oniy place where the primary })1(>du(*er
iscd at all is at the bottom of the

iz recog
trec. A men has to be a producer to get
fiv there, but ounce they have got hiin, the

mes mber of the district counail, by the packing

of a meeting, may be an obJeChonab © person.
1 bave an 1fl<a of how these things are done

in trades union circles. Can hon. members
oppo site t¢ll me how objectionable men get
to the head of the trade unions in Quoensland ?
They pu-h themselves, and they talle them-
snlves to the top of the tree. We do not want
that sort of thing to happen here. There is
a loophole; a mcmber of the district council
ueed net b a primary producer, and the
same thing applies to the central council.

Mr. ¥irway: The primary producers are
the foundations.

Mr. CorzxR: They hold the whole thing

Mr., VOWLES: The Minister says 1 am
right, and the hon. member for Brisbane says
I am wrong.

KirwaN: I did not say you were wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Must not
the men the {armers select be the best men?

Mr., VOWLES: It does not follow.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
going to restrict their choice.

Mr. VOWLES: I understand nobody can
vote by proxy, and you may have a little
happy family turning up every year, and
they can do what they like. know of a
: in point. If you want to get a thing
carried you have only to get twenty or thirty
people interested in a certain direction, and
they can come along and carry what they
like.

The Minister spent most of his time in
reading out the duties and functions of the
council, which reminded us of Woodrow
Wilson's {ourteen points,

My, Duxstax: Very excellent points,

My,

Mr, VOWLES: There was more business
in them than there is in these fourteen points.
Let us look at what powers they will have
by wegulation.  Look at No. (v.), under
which the (~0\ ernor in Councu, on the recom-
mendation of the council, has power to make

reguiations as to—

¢ The control and management of the
fund; empowcring the council or any
district council to make levies on pri-
wmary producers generally or in particular
industries or sections of industries or in
particular districts or localities, and fix-
ing the amounts of such levies, whether
¢ the same or on different bases, 1n
respeet of the different industries, opera-
tious, districts, or localities.”

up.

2.

too !

Those are very wide powers—
¢ Providing, if deemed necessary, for
the expenditure of the sums raised by
any particular levies only in the intes-
ests of the particular industry or sectiou
of industry or district or locality upon
the primary producers in which such

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Organisaiion Bill.

Jevies were made; providing methods of

recovery or collection of any such levies,

including the recovery or collection of

such levies from persons holding moneys

to the credit of the 1)11n1a1y ploducels
iable to pay such levies.”

in othor words, garnisheeing their cheques
froni the cheeso factories and compelling the
factories to apportion the cheques between
the fund and the producers; and this refers
not only to individuals who join up with
the scheme, but to every producer through-
out Queenkland whether he is sympathetie
or whether he 1s not. Tt goes on further to
say that they have the power to make regu-
]atlom—

“Imposing fines not exceeding fifty
pounds for non-payment of such levies
or moheys by primary producers or per-
sons holding moneys to the credit of
primary producers; providing, if deemed
desirable, for a poll of primary producers
cither gencralls or in any particular
industry or section of industry or in any
particular district or locality before any
levy is made.”

Mr. VOWLES : It looks all right.
to say whether it Is ** decemed desirable 7

The SECRETARY FOR The
Council of Agriculture.

ir. VOWLES: You are not going to give

them a poll as a matier of right. 1t is only

when a levy has been made that

{8.30 p.m.] they have the right to a poll. 1

guarantee that not 1 per cent. of

the peopie realise what you are committing

them to, and ther will have to put very big
faith and trust in your council.

The Previzr: It will be a farmers’ coun-
cil. Why not put faith and trust in them?

Mr. VOWLES: With too big a Govern-
moent nomination? If you had one man as
your representative to look after the interests
of the fund, and to look after the policy of
the m‘pmtmontvj\t& as vou have a Govern-
ment nominee on a (OHNth hospital com-
mittee with a dozen other committecmen—
it would be sufficient. and there would be no
suspicion of the control falling into the hands
of politicians.

The SFFRPTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is the
same 1)11110";19 of Cm crmme nt nomination as
exists in the dingo beards.

Who is

AGRICULTURE :

Mr. VOWLES: What powers have dingo
Boards got? Thow can levy a certain amount,

for every scalp
vou are giving
subde ]mltmont
wed by any

and p through o clerk
captured. Took at the power
here!  You are croating &
with bizger powers than #ve powie:
other department in Queensland.
The PrrvEr: Do

Mr. VOWLES: They

vment of their own.

ou object to that?

are practically a
If it is necessary,

FOR AgGRICULTURE: Is it

opinion?

The SECRETARY
nesessary, F()Lil‘

Mr. VOWLES: That is one of the things
vou can tell only as time goes on. There are
cartain industt in Queensland which are
completely  orga the sugar
industry.

The Prruter: BDoth rhe Australian Sugar
Producers’ Association and the United Cane
Crowers Association come in voluntarily.

in
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Mr. VOWLES: They are not going to
«lishand  their organisations, as the hon.
gentleman suggestad they should.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: No.

3r. VOWLES: The Government's organ-
isers in the country suggested that all organi-
sations be distanded and come under this
scheme.  They would be nothing less than
fools to entertain such an idea. I would
like to know what this new department can
do for the sugar industry?

The PrEMIER: A great deal—which they
themselves admit.

Mr. VOWLES: I would like to know what
it can do. You have your agrcement fixed
with the Federal Government.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
‘have not. I wish we had.

Mr. VOWLES: The sugar is purchased by
this Government and controlled by the
Federal Government, The amount is appor-
tioned over the various interests concerned.
I would like to know what the Advisory
«Council is going to do; unless it is going to
interfere and create industriai trouble in
some direction? There are other industries
here that are highly organised. It would be
better 1f the Government were to take them
ocer  holus-bolus, with their consent; you
would have the foundation for an organisa-
tion. When this matter was dealt with hy
the Farmers” Union, they came to the con-
clusion that the matter was one, not for
State, but for Federal control.  The more one
analysecs the scheme the more he must vealise
that we must have all the States acting in
concert in  this matter, and have federal
control; because it affects only our surplus
producs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURL: You must
start with the States,

Mr. VOWLES: A conference took place on
14th June last with a view to dealing, from
a Hederal standpoint, with many of the
matters contained in this measure,’

The.PREMIERZ One of the members of the
Council of Agriculture was at that conference.

Mr. VOWLES: Y am very glad to know he
was there. Do rou not think we are rather
premature in handling this, from a State
point of view, when it could be betier handled
from a Federal point of view?

The PREMIER:
scheme ?

AMr. VOWLES: No. I want sou to co-ope-
rate with the other State- and the Federal Go-
vernment, and bring about a general scheme
which will cover the whole of Australia. The
hou. gentleman forgets thore are such things
+« interstete rights—that the produnce from
New South Wales can be marketed in Queens-
land, ond all his legisiation cannct interfere
svith those rights.

The PPREMIER: You wizh to postpone the
scheme on that account?

Mr. VOWLES: 1 do not. I sav that all
the time rou have been in the country
advertising yourself and vour party and fry-
ing to paint pretty pictures, when, if you
‘had been co-operating with the other States.
vou would have been doing more to benefit
the farmer.

The PrEMIER: You seem very annoyed.

~Mr. VOWLES: I do not seem annoyed.
You suggest we want to postpone it, when

No, we

You wish to positpone this
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we do not. We know that it is essential, so
far as many primary industries are con-
corned, that something shouid be done in the
way of marketing their surpius products
across the scas. We say that, instead of
spending their money in what we consider to
be =emi-political work, in sending highly paid
men into the various districts by expensive
means of transportation, if that money were
utilised in establishing markets in the Tast
and in trying to rvccover our markets in the
old country, you would be doing some good
far the producer. Instead of th_at, you have
what we consider ave umpractical business
men going round the country and, so far
as we ean sce, they are only trying to * boost”
the Government.

The PreEMizR: Why don’t you state where
you are on this scheme?

Mr. VOWLES: When our opportunity
comes in Committee we are goitg to try to
make it better. We will support the prin-
ciple of the scheme. We will not allow it to
hecome a deed letter. (Government laugh-
ter.) We will do everything in our power
at the next election to have returned to
Parliament men who will support it from
a Country party poing of vicw. Then the
farmers neced have no fear that the thing
will be shelved.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 am very
pleased that the Government, at the eleventh
hour, have geen fit to bring 1 a measure
which is likely to be beneficial to the farmer.
I represent a large producing electorate, and
T preduce myself. I recognise the fact that
for many years the producer has been under
a great disadvantage, owing to the fact that
wo. as a disorganised rabble, have been fight-
ing men who have been combined in large
numbers for the purpose, naturally, of look-
ing after their own inferests. The dis-
organised farmers, naturally, have suffered
in consequence,

The Preyigr: Why did vou not form an
organisation such ax the Governmeng have
formed?

Mr, MORGAN : We have it on our plat-
form, and advocated it during the lust clec-
tion. The Premier has been shrewd enough,
recognising that the Country party have a
good platform, to seize our policy and our
platform; and he is cndeavouring to place
upon the statute-book an Act of ]’a.rhament
that, had the Country party been in power
seven or eight vears ago. would have been
in operation at the present moment.

The PrREMIER: You were a supporter of a
Government who were In power seven or
cight vears ago. Why did you not do it
then ?

Ay, MORGAN: Unfortunately, the farmer
e g difficult man to organise. The Seeretary
f \griculture, being a practical man, will
Tt that farmers sre most difficult
people to get to worlk in unison. That is owing
to the fact that they are scattered about,
and Liave not at their dispozal the time
necessary to attend micetings nightly or
daily. They are kept with their noses to
the grindstone in order to carn a living. It
i3 neceszary for the farmers to organise fo
get the t results for their produce and to
et a dercent living, The Sceretary for Agri-
culture hit the nail on the head when he said
that men go on to the land to prodnce, in
order to accnmulate sufficient wealth to edu-
cate their children, and, eventually, to be
able to retire without having to go to

Mr. Morgan.]
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Dunwich or to draw the old-age pension.
He has also admitted that the farmer does
not go on the land for the good of his
health, He gocs on the land to produce from
the soil, and, naturally, expects a fair price
for his produce. If that was not the object,
the farmer would not go on the land. A
great number of the farmers are leaving the
land because they find they can make more
roney in other walks of life than by pro-
ducing from the soil. I remember on one
cecasion a gentleman saying that we were
cver-producing. If we have no markets and
there i1s a glut, that is an indication that we
arc over-producing that particular article.
We know that in different parts of the world
to-day people arc starving. We also know
that durmq certrin periods of a season pro-
cuce is rotting on the land because the price
offered for it Wll* not compensate the farmer
ior harvesting 1t. A farmer may have a
bountiful season, yet he may lose on his
produce, because the market price ix so low
that it does not pay him to send his stuff
to market. We should endeavour to get
aver th(.t difficulty, and it can nnlv be done
Ly the farmers linking together and forming
organisations for the purpose of establishing
mal‘kors, and being able to keep in touch
with their produce right from the gates of
their farms until it reaches the mouths of the
consumers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
hear !

Mr. MORGAN: The farmer should be in
a porition to do that, whether the producs
be wheat, butter, cheese, meat, or anything
else produced from the land. That Should
be done to prevent huge profits being made
bx middlemen or profiteers, and it can only
be done by organisation. The sugar indusiry
to-day 1s in a prosperocus condition, but there
are other industries. which are “ down and
out.”  The farmeyrs should be organised in
such a way that industries that are in a
prosperous condition will be able to assist
those that are * down and out” for the time
being. It s ouly by such a scheme as is
introduced here that this can be done. 1
have ¢o much Interest in the farmers that
I do 'not care from what particular source
the scheme cmanates.

That is

Hear,

The PREMIER:
spirit.

Mr. MORGAN: I have always done my
best to asxist the producer. The farmers in
my electorate have come to e in connec-
tion with this scheme, asking me what
would advise thew to do, and whether
would be advisalle to form local produce
associations; aud I have told them to do

a very gencrous

Y, T

suo by all means, so that thev can attend
the meetings in order, first of all, to get
information so that they will be able to
guide and dircct the differcat councils as
they desire.

The FOR AGRICULTURE: Very
rood advice.

Mr. MORCGAN: I have gone over the

and, provided it is not
I mot injure the farmer
in any way, I think it should Dbe adopted
with certein amendments that we will pro-
poze.  The leader of the Opposition has called
the attention of the Beeretary for Agricuiture

carefully,
loaded and that it v

tn the fact that certain amendments will
be proposed which will only be fair and
sonable, and I am sorry that the Premier

(3. Morgan.
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interjected that the amendments would not
be aeionted by the Governmment.

The Previer: The Secretary for Agrieul-

ture suid during his speech that he would
accept  any  reasonable amendment. The
leader of the Opp jon said that he was
coing to attcimpt to ameund the Bill, and I

ted out t the amendments must be

accepted by the Minister.

My, MORGAN: On several occasions I
have suggesed certain amendments, and they
heve boeen talken up and moved by hon.
members oppesite. T have been only too
plessed thar that has been done, because it
gave me what I desived, aud I hope that
spirit will opcrate in thix case. 1 hope the
Ministor w sasonable and aceept our
amendients,  The producers should have
control of this wcheme. There iz no provi-
sion in the Bill to show how many member
are requir in an assoeiation before a
vepresentative can be clected to a distri
connedl, and there s norhizg to show how
long a district (’oun\ll may remain in opera-
tion,

The 1
that.

Ar. MORGAN: T am
regulations.

The PreuIER: 1
made on the advic
culture.

Mr, MORGAN : The Bill provides that the
Council of Agriculture will remain in opera-
tion for throe years, when members must be
re-elected, but there is no provision. of that

aEMIER @ Regulations will provide for
a bit suspicious of

10RO 1(”’[11(1[]()115 \’\Ill h(’
o of the Counsil of Agri-

sort with respect to district councils. It will
be possible_by regulations to say that dis-

trict councils will remain in operation for
five, ten, or any number of years. The Bill
should contain a provision to the effect that
members should be elected to a distriet coun-
cil for three years. That is a mabter we

should discuss in order that the Bill may
not be carried only on the votes of hon.
members representing the Government, bub
by all hon. meribers. The Secretary for
Agrienlture will be justified in bringing an
armndme 1t of that descrintion forward, which
will have the effect of Improving the Bill.
I recognise that the success of this measure
depcnds to a large extent upon the explana-
tion that is given to the farmers. During
the recess tho Premier went round the dif-
ferent districts and delivered certain speeches,
and we saw an outline of the scheme pub-
lished in the Press, but there were a great

many matters that we did not fully under-
stand. 1 admit that it is almost impossible
to give in one <peech a clear idea of an

important mecasure such as this, or in the
small amount of space that the Press are
able to give even to such an important ques-
tion, We have had organisers going roun

the country for some time, but *hev do not
really understand the matter. Now that we
have got the Bill, I would like an oppor-
tunity of going through my electorate and
explaining Sits provisions to the clectors, and
1 would suggest to the Premier that, after
the second reading is passed—I do not want
to delay the Bill—he should adjourn the
House for a fortnight. This would cnable
every hon. member who so desires to go
into his clectorate with a copy of the }311

explain its provisions to the farmers, ‘U’Id
ascertain whoether they are in favour of it
or not. If it is not the intention of the
Government to try to force the Bill on the



Primary Producers’

producer, a suggestion such as I have made,

if adopted, would ecnable the farmers to
become  thoroughly acquainted with the
scheme, and they would then be able to

personally instruet their representatives in
this House It secms to me that I and taking
a great responsibility on myself if I come
here and sax, ““ I accept this Bill on behalf
of the producer: of my electorate” when I
have not consulted my electors on the matter.
I have not been able to tell my electors
what the Bill contain:, becausec I only
received a copy to-day.

The PreMIER: This Bill is not like the law
of the Medes and the Persians; it will be
subject to amendment,

Mr. MORGAN: Yes; but a great deal of
the success of the scheme depends on how it
is carricd out during the first six months,
In other countries where something of this
kind has becn attempted, it has not been a
Aleesas, o@ing to bad administration, 1 hope
that wwill not be the fate of this scheme.

The Paemmr: The Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Bill was first passed in 1915,
and it has had to be amended four times
since then.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that it may be
neeessary to amend this Bill every session,
and I hope, whatever Government is in
power, that the very moment they find it
necessary they will amend the Bill. The
policy of the Labour party, who represent
the industrialists politically, is generally
¢ cheap food for the workers’” I remember
the Government got into power on the cheap
food ery; but the Secretary for Agriculture
has always admitted that he is not in favour
of cheap food. He has always stated that
cheap food means the sweating of the pro-
ducer. While it may be very nice for the
workers to be in a position to obtain cheap
bread, cheap butter, and cheap beef so that
they may have a little more to spend on the
races or on picture shows, those representing
industrial centres must recognise that, if
it were not for the producer, the industrial-
ists could not exist. To-day, owing to the
depression that cxists amongst the producers
throughout Queensland, the cities arc lan-
guishing, although a casual observer would
not notice it o much in the large cities as
in the towns in the country. The business
people also are feeling the depression amongst
the primary producers because the same
amount of goods is not going to thc country
districts. The producer is not a man who
hoards his gold up by putting it in a stock-
ing and burying it in his back vard. If he
is lucky cnough to get gold for his produce,
he uses that gold in making his property
more productive, or for the purpose of build-
ing a better home and in providing comforts
for himself and family.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
In buying city property, also.

Mr. MORGAN : Thers may be a few big
graziers capable of doing that, but very few
farmers. If a producer does put his money
into city property, whr docs he do so?
Because he finds it a better investment than
buving country land. That is one of our
difficultics. It would be far better for Aus-
tralia if we found the people investing their
money In country lands instead of investing
1t 1in_city property. If the Minister had a
few hundred pounds to invest, I venture to
say thst he wvould sooner invest it in city

[13 JoLny.]
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land than in country land, because the re-
turn from the city property would be greater.
That is a deplorable position; but it only
goes to show that at no period in the his-
tory of Queensland was it more nccessary
that a measure of this description should be
passed for the purpose of organising the
farmers, so that they will not continue to
he exploited by those who are always out
to cxploit them. 1 do not blame the middle-
men for making profits. If the Premier was
cengaged in business, he would not be satis-
fied to make just sufficient to live on, and
then have to go to Dunwich in his old age.

The Prrmizr: My time is too fully taken
up with my present position to enable me to
make money.

3r. MORGAN: If the Premier were en-
gaged in business as a middleman, he would
Iike to buy his produce as cheaply as pos-
sible and sell it at the very highest price
he could get. That would be good business.
No cne would blame him for that. If I
could buy a mob of cattle at £2 a head
and then scll them to someonc else at £10
a head, T would do it swillingly. I do not
blame the people, but I blame the system.
We want to try and do away with that
svstem. I admit the farmer cannot preduce
his Lutter on his farm and deliver it to the
producer. There must be some organisa-
tion in between., The idea should be—and
I feel sure that it will be when
[9 p.m.] everything is in thorough work-
ing order—that the producer
should bo able to get a fair living wage
out of what he produces, and the consumer
sheuld be able to bur the produce at a
reasonable price. If that is so, there cannot .
be any harma done to any section of the
community. In Awustralia to-day we have
the Arbitration Court, which is protecting
the industrial workers. The moment food-
stuffs go up, vp go the wages.
The Cusrarax o Comurrers (Mr. Kirwan,
Bristasze) relieved the Speaker in the chair.
Lir. Brrecoek: Not at the very moment.

Mr. MORGAN : Not at the very moment,
but the wages do not come down when prices
come down. We have that acknowledgment
from the President of the Arbitration Court,
Chief Justice McCawley, who decreased the
besic wage by 5 per cent. only, although
prices had come down 11 per cent. We have
the admission of the judge that he has not
reduced the basic wage to the same extent
as the reduction in the cost of living. I am
not advocating, and never have advocated,
the worker gelting a wage which will not
give him a comfortable standard of living.
T thirk it is necessary for the worker to geb
a fair remuneration, so that he will be able
to buy the produce grown by the farmers.
But that is not done altogether by high
wages. I vemember, from my experience as
a young man, that high wages are not every-
thirg. 1 went to West Australia when the
Kalgoorlie gold mining rush occurred, and
after getting te Kalgoorlie, I got a job at
£1 a day. I was working in Victoria
before than for 5s3. a day, or 30s. a week
and keep myself, When I got £1 a day 1
thought I was 1 Paradise, and would have
an opportunity to save money, but I had to
pay 2s. 6d. 2 gallon for water.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You gob
extravagant with big wages.

Mr. MORGAN: And at the end of the -
week I found that, owing to the high cost

Mr. Morgan.]
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of necessarics, the £1 a day was no better
than 5s. a day in Victoria. If a basic
wage of £3 10z will give the worker the
same standard of comfort as £4 10s. a week
Would, he is just as well off with £3 10s. a
weck,

A GoveryMERT MEMBER: Yes, if he does;
but that is used as an algumont to reducn
Wages.

Mr. MORGAN :
a great quantity
consumer 1s 80 poor
0 buy it.
in Russia to-cay.

It is no good our having
of butter in store if the
that he cannot afford
We have an illustration of that
We have thousands of
tons of meat in Great Britain which we
would like o get rid of. Pcople are starv-
ing in Russia, but, owing to the fact that
they are zo poor, they cannot buy our mecat.
We also recognise that the owners of that
meat cannot afford to give it to the Rus-
sians for nolhing, as they had to pay for
the meat. It is no use saying that that
meat ought to be sent to Russia, if the
people there cannot afford to pay for it,
ot canunot get credit, and you cannot blame
the owners of the meat for not sending it
there. Just the same, you could not blame
the producers, if we had a lot of butter
in Quecnsland, and the people there were
out of work and practically starving, for
not saying to the unemployed, * We have
produced & lot of stuff but cannot sell it,
and you hzd befter have it for nothing.”
I am very pleased that this measure has been
infroduced, although it may be at the
eleventh hour. There is no desperate hurry
for a weeck or o, and now that the Bill has
been placed before us, we should have an
opportunity of e\plammg its provisions to
the people in our dhtmcta So far as the
provisional cuuncil is concerned, I have no
objection to 1he men on it at present, but
T have an Ob]u‘-txon to the method by which
‘rhCy WCIe apy vinted.

The

was no other

Kir. MMORGAN:
: of invit

SECRETARY FOR  A@rICULTURE: There

way of doing it.

I think thai the Premier,

> g certain men to come
along should have given a general invita-
tion. I admit there might be a large gather-
ing theu, buL enything that is attended by
invitation ouly creates the impression that
there is some hole-and-corner business about
it. T do not want to mention any names,
but I esuld mention two or three men who,
if 1t came to a vote of the producers, would
almost loze their deposits at an election, the
vote for ca would be so small, T know
there are soms mea on the council who hme
not the confidencs of the producers, but I am
not goiny to ceondemn the council because
of that. I wint to give them an opportunity,
as the Go.crnment are doing, to carry on for
a certain period, but 1 sav that that pro-
visional council should not last one hour
longer than is necessary. Tha very moment
it is possibie we mould have an eleetion, so
as to have members of the council clected
by the producers in a dcmoc‘ wtic manner.

Ti theve is going to be anything done to
prolong the life “of the present provisional
council. you are going to damage the Bill,

because the producer it more or less a sus-

picious man, as the Minister knows. He
wants to have matters explained to him
very clearly.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has  echausted the time allowed him

under the Standing Orders.
[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr., BRENNAN (Zoeroomba): T am very
pleased that hou. members obbosite have

ferred to me as a farmer, and agres thut
‘o heen a successful farmer.

Bespivarox : For how long?

Ar. BRENNAN: It docs not matter for
how loug. I heard the leader of the Opposi-
tion sncaking about an e¢xperimental farm
a2i Roma. I had an experimental farm at
Gowirle Junction, and the wheat grown on
o good that the Wheat Board
it to ba sold for gristing
It was reserved for seed wheat,
fotehed a record price. The hon. mem-
ber for Dr i grew wheat, and a lot of it
Vas ond

Mr. BETBINGTON :
wheat 1 my life.

Mr., BRENNAN: Why does
ber talk wheat growing. "hen scicnee is
applied to the agncultul‘ll industry it will
be a great succe and this Bill goes in the
direction of applying science to the farmers,
tlon. members opposite say that this Bill
is loaded. I also say it is loaded. Tf is
loaded with wonderful ideas. It is the great-
est scheme ever evolved by any Government
in the history of Aus tralia for the benefit
of the farmer. Our opponents object to us
putting certain clauses in this Bill to give
representation to the Secretary for Agri-
culture and certain expervts. The lcader of
the Onposition says that they are not farmers
and that they should not be included in the
council at ail.  The Council of Agriculture
is to consist of tweniy-five members and five
of them are to be the Minister and Govern-
ment experts. If we take the Farmers’ party
on the opposite side of the Ilouse, we find
that they are twenty-three in number. We
have the leader of the Opposition and the

the farm was
would

not allow

I vever sold a bushel of

the hon. mem-

hon. member for Albert, both lawyers; the
hon, member for Oxley is a mechanie, the
hon. member for Townsville a chermist, the
hon, member for Curtis a company manager,

the hon. member for Normanby a
There are six members who belong
to the ITFarmers’ partv. They come 110n<z
and tell us in this House that they are
doubtful of the bona fides of this Bill.  They
say that undesivable people  might  be
appointed to the Council of Agrculture,
That iz a reflection on the farmers who
appoint that council. We shall find the hon.
member for ““ No man’s land”—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

and
painter.

: The hon. member for

¥ k. round the country and

iry to Leuthe the Bill. The hon. member
belongs to the Q.F.U., and, in addition to
that body, we have the P.P.U., the A.8.P.A.,
the U.C.G.A., the U.F.A., the B.G.A—
Banana Gmwm ’ Association—the P.U.—the

Pastoralists’ Union

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
0.B.U.?

Mr. BRENNAN: This will be the One
Big Union for the farming industry. I am
very proud to sce the One Big TUnion amongst
the farmers of Queensland. I hope that we
shall get a system’ which will be for the
beno[it of all, We hd\o the United Em-
ployers’ Association and the One Big Union
of the farmers, and when we get the indus-
trialists orvamsed into one big union indus-
try will be successtul in Queonslund There
is no doubt about that.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts : Put vou at the head
of affairs, and it will be all right.

What about the
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e, BRENYAN: T heard an hon. gentle-
man mlnmg about not being able to supply
meat to Russia because the ncrplﬂ there are
too poor to eat it. He said the people in
Pussia were \fle\]llg‘ but they were too
poor—not to buy the meat, but to ecat it.
At the present time the graziers are destroy-
iny their c=lves to avoid paying income tax.

Why cannot they sond 1h1\ meat away to
Russia and sell it on credit?
Mpr, DBEBBINGTON : (rive us Queensland—

never mind about Russia.

Mr. BRENNAN: In Qucensland we have
people on the bread line; in fact, we have
them on the crumb line, although we have
fat catile walking about really too fat to
wzlk: but the owners will not kill them for
fear the pcople should get cheap food. There
is something wrong with the system which
makes the graziers destroy their calves when
there are =0 many people in need of cheap
food.

AMr., WarREN : How is your scheme going
to benefit the primary producer, when you
taik like that?

Mr. BRENNAN : T was pointing out that
the people arc hard pressed for want of food,
and the present systern must be altered.
That can ouly be done by organisation. The
Dest brains must be used to evolve the best
scheme., Tt is no use having all these
different farmers’ unions, with one interest
working against another interest. We want
to bring them all into one scheme, and, as
that has been done by the present Govern-
ment, 1 say that it is the finest scheme ever
cvolved in the history of Australia for the
benefit of the farmer.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): This is a
producers” Bill, and, as the produccr has to
pay for it. he should have the right to say
whether he wants it or not. He should be
allowed to examine the Blil, and sec if he is
going to get his money’s worth, It is not
for us to say whether the farmer shall have
it, whether he likes or not. However, the
(Government have brought in the Bill, and
we must  improve it wherever we can.
Fvidentlv, something wants doing for the
benefit of the man on the land. The cheese
that is heing sold in Brisbane at 8d. per 1b.
will not pay the cost of milking the cows.
Fxpenses amounting to 3d. per b, have to
be paid for the manufacture of the cheese in
the factory. The last roturns I got were a
fittle over 3d. per lb, for manufacture. The
storekeeper payvs 6d. per lb. for the cheese,
which leaves the producer 3d. for about five
quarts of n.xllx Just fancy what the pro-
ducer is going to get out of it] At the pre-
sent time I know cattle, which are certawmnly

small, but they are offering for 1s. each,
Just faney. 12s. per dozen for gattle! The
farmer will have to sell 200 heud of cattle

before he can get enough to bur a suit of

clothes.  When you realise how little the
farmer gofs for his work, it i3 certainly
time something was done in his interests. T
t‘n'n] the DMinister has overstated the case

vhen he says that the industry is not
organised, What have the men we have had
in ous - for so manx years been doing

all the tin The Chease Manufacturers’
Association iz organised 100 per cent. to-day;
the butter industry is crganised considerably ;
and the two sugar-growing associations are
also well organised. We have had our
representatives going down South. They

[13 Jury.]
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have been staving at the finest hotels in
Melbonrne—not  that anyone grumbles at
that. T believe we should send the best
men we can, and we should allow them to be
respectable. and be ready to pay their
oxpenses. I disagee with the Minister when
he says that the industry is not organised.
Our industry has grown to be worth
£7.000,000, although it started from nothing.
What brought it to that stage?

Mr. Peasg: The Labour Government.

Mr. BEBRBINGTON : The Government, like
Rip Van Winkle, are just waking up, but we
have been working all the time. Where has
the editor of © The Producers’ Review” been
all the time? They have all been asleep while
we have been building up the industry, Tt is
cuite true that there are any number of
peeple looking after the farmers, and some
of them lik: to get their share out of it.
We find that one man collected about £2,000
of a levy on wheat, but he charged fomothmg
HI\D £600 in expenses. 1 think that is cer-

mlv a matter that wants inquiring into.

It is time that the Government, in their
own interests, wolke up to the nnpmtancc of
production. Durmg their term the interest
on the public debt has been increased from
about £1,600,000.

e, W COOPER (Rosswaod): 1 rise to a
point of ord:r. Is the hon. member in order
m i ng th(\ Financial Statement? (Oppo-

sition uUfT}hLI )
Ay, BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
simply wants to take up my time. By the

end of thiz vear the Government will have
ineres<cd the interest on the national debt
+o not very much Jess than £4,000,000, which
¥ will have to meet in London and New
1f they do not have exports, which
we exchange, are they going to borrow
mor-y to pay it? If we are not going to
Lave exporis to pay for our imports the State
going to be bankrupt altogether, so that
that respect the Government should cer-
think of the farmers and help them

in
tainly
to come to the rescue to make exports balance

"‘)"‘OIL

The thster has complained that we have
been rather wsmuou\ of this Bill. I have
turnel up a “ Government Gazette,”” and I
find that the following prices were fixed for
flour:

1

“ Tlour, gristed from imported wheat,

£20 7+ 6d. a ton (on the Downs). Llnur
made from locally grown wheat, £3 a
ton (on the Do s

The SECRYTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: YOU

Jmow what the object of that was.

AIr. BEBBINGTON: Nover mind the

objeet.  The M]m\tor will admit that is a
fact. I can give him the page of the
< Garzett where thev fixed two prices, one

of £9 fox flour from locally grown wheat and
the othor of £20 Ts. 6d. from flour made from
black-arown wheat. Can the Minister wonder
thet we arce suspiclous? D he forget the
time when the then ot for Agllcu ture
soizned ihe whole of the butter available at
i when it worth 200s.? Does he
at the rele grams that were sent all over
{' weenstand of[cung that butter at 140s,? Does
lie forget the Scerctary for Agriculture coming
into this Chambor throwing his arms about
and saving, ¢ I am the only man who has got

Mr. Bebbington.]

was




252 Primary Producers’

any butter to sell in Queensland to-dav. T
am selling at 180s., but it is worth 200s, 7 Does
he wonder that we are suspicious? What
else could we be? We suffer and learn from
the past; I could ke»p on for an hour quoting
similar instances.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
that?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The dates of the
*“ Gazettes 7 ave 14th September, 1915, page
8567, and 30th October, 1915, page 1,479,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was
Denham’s wheat,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Both Governments
imported wheat, and neither Government was
to blame, because there was a grest drought
here. Very little was grown a Warwick,
and Australia had a shortage, but the
drought-tricken farmers expacted to geot the
full market prica, Instead of that, the Govern-
ment fixed a price which gave them only
3s. 6d. a bushel, whereas the imported price
was s 2d.

The SecrETARY
passed the Aet?

What date was

FOR AGRICTLITRE: Who
The Denham Government,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Who administered it ?
The Governmcnt oppesite fixed the prien,
Let me remind him also that the propri "
millers in Brisbane would not buy our w he t,
would rot run the risk of sockine up wirh
it, but th: co-cperative mill in Warwick «id
risk its capital. and, when the proprietary mill
ran out, the Minicter ordered it to socialise
or divide its stork with the proprietary mill-
in Brisbane, L compelled it to send down
6,600 bags for thay purpose.

I would like to sce thi: Bill go very much
furth-r and be verv much improved. 1 would
like to see the Council take on something of
the character of the old meat and dairvy
board, which in the earls days of dairying
made a levy on stock, the fund from which
wus advanced at a low rate of interest for
the specific purpose of building meatworks
and dairy factories. That is really what
started our dairring and meat industries and,
when they got on their feet, they repaid the
loans to the people who advanced the money.
Something of that kind may yet be done to
improve this Bill. The Minister knows per-
fectly well thas the milk food factories are
paying from 3d. to 7d. per gallon more than
we can get for the milk used for butter and
checse, The Ministor is conversant also with
the fact that we import from Ameriea and
other places a large quantity of partizily
adulterated milk food products. At any rate,
if they are not what we may call aculterated,
they certainly contain a very small fraction
of genuine milk. A large number of the
factories down South are paying these
inereased prices of from 4d. to 7d. more than
our suppliers are getting and sonding a very
larg: proportion of milk fonds to Quecns.
land. Here we have Queensland, with all
her dairy-farms and enormous quantity of
land which could be put under dairying, and
ot thess milk foods. made from milk for
which they pay from 4d. to 7d. a gallon more
than our suppliers are getting, are pouring
into Quecnsland in large quantitios.

At 8.30 p.m.,

The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I contend that that
should be remedied. I wont down South

[Mr. Bebbington,
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and epent a cousiderable amount of my own
money. The hon. member for Stanley went
to New Zealand and the Southern Statss,
spent a large amount of his money. Tha;
tary for Agriculture, his secretary, and
. xpart, went fo the Houthern States at
the exnense of the ¢country. They came back,
Lut not a ingle report did they make to the
dairymen of this Stats of what they had

an o

Tf the farmers
approach me, T will make them as advance

tell you what I will do now.

of two-thirds, at 5 per cent., under the
provisions of the Co-operative Agricultural
Production Act. .

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I admit vou can do
thet much. I would llke our farmers to
accept that offer. I weuld like the levies

fo be made under this Bill, to get the
balance.
The SECRETARY FoR ACGRICULTURE: You

cannot do it under thiz Bill; there 1s no

occasion for it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, there is
contend that in some suitable place, wi
we have branch railways, we should bui
a milk food factory.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
forward a concrete scheme.

RBring

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We could put one
up costing, probably, £70,000. You could
il o 0.050. They #4ld
t Wyreema  fute altogether,

£100,060.  If it did, there Is included
in that cest the price of a lot of useless
vinchivors.  That Tws beorn the case with
iy ories, I believe we could build
= far £70700. If we did o0, it would pre-
vent all these milk foods coming frem the
South., and our money would reman in
snslovd. Those milk foads are absolutely
the finest and purest vou can pe v get.
The hon. member for Stanlsy saw, in the
tricts where they wore being made, the
farmers rofusing to use their own milis, but
using instead these powders which were
manufactursd in the factories. The factories
in the South were receiving 40.000 gallons of
milk per dav. If we could put up a factory
which would rescive 20009 zallons for the
purpere of manufacturing i into the purest
i milk food=, it would be a big advantage
to Brisbare, but also to the favmers,
in nsing un such a hig percentage of their
milk. 1 commend that proposition to the
Minister and to our dairrmen. The Minister
has made a fair offer. T maimtain that t}ﬂc
Bill could be enlarged to bring within its
scope some of the clauses of the nld meat
2nd dairv boards, allowing levies to be made
for this industrial purpose.

The S=nCBETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: The
Coemarative Arricultural DProduction Act e

an improvemsnt on the old Meat and Dai
Doard svsiom,

Mr. EEBBINGTON:
15 an imprevemert in connection wwith the
amount of advance yom can get: hut the
people have to find 50 per ceut. of the
money.

No, it is not. Tt

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWA: hat is not

0.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: 1% is
like to sce those levies nsde.

true. I would
I would iike
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to see the Minister adopt another method
of organisation. I do not consider that
this is the correct method of organisation,
neither do 1 consider that it is going to
be sessful;  for this reason, that auy
orzanization, to Dbe a success, must des
with the farmeis’ produce. Had I bee:
Minister, I would have “dupm a different
method of orgamusat: I would havs built
up this orgar on cxisting orgauisa-
ticns, and allowed them to send Their men-
Teers to the central council, 1 would have
huilt it up on the two sugar growess’ asso-
clations ho vre orgarised to the catent of
93 pre producers—ths (iucons
lad Cheoso II inufacture Awiociai’

which 1+ org=nis i to f‘m extent of 100
cont-the Quernsland #uitor Jiarufacture
Association—which is in communwauon with
all the factorics, and the Southern Quecen:-

]dud Fruit (Jrowem Association. 1 would
have taken those five organisations, and
given cach of their me ubors a vote. Ther

nood be no ccrapulsion in ascertsiring the
lisg of their members. They would have
produced a regizter of ove member, and
that (‘ould have been o reg s of the mem-
bers of the combined or sation. I am
going to %ho\\ the Minister 'zh(_‘l’(} a difficulty
will comme in. No matter what vou do, 2
otage of farmers will not join this
ition—a, ¢ocd many through carel
. At the present time. whiu the che
meet, every man understands his b
i, end his attention is coner trated on it
\‘ hen the sugar members meet, every man
understands the business and his aiiontion
1% oon((\“ﬁrat”d on that. When the dairy-
nen’s association mects, everr man under-
nands tha bu 1aes3, If you 20 to any dmr'o
and get a few men representing sugzar, o fow
nen yepresenting dairying, acd a few mes
reproseriting other interes s, you will not get
the men to attend.

The PreMIER: Woe will get them to attend
"v\'h‘\‘l”(} fener 2,11 Ill'lttdl) are <o« CQIHC(J.

MMy, BBT\GTO‘(- Nobt in countrv dis-
tricts. L is a n ult matter. Under
iy scheie, your c ation owd be enm-
]_'Jlefo irom the sfaﬂ:, bocause in thoss live
industries, yvou wonid have had $5 prr cent.
of the producers alveady organized.

The SECRETARY FOR AQRIC Thrt s

what
council,

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
be thousands of men
and attend meetings
levy on those men.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
come i after a while.

BEBBINGTON : They will not. We
know them too well. You are poing to lev v
on ther.  Ther will not be membors of
yeur organisation, and they will object to
havi ing a levy placed upon them by an. organ-
isztion to swhich tl do not belong, 1 do
not say the levy should not be made upon
them.  Unrder my scheme, you would have
greater cfficiency, and your central council
would represent the whole of the industrics,
You must have a represcntative of every
industry on your council. It is possible, with
a mixed council such as you are getting now,
that one or twe interests may not be repre-
sented at all. By building up the assccia-
tions you would have a contral council repre-
sentative of the whole district, and there

we did to create the provisional

There will always
who will not join up
but you are going to

They will

2lr.
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would be no trouble zbout levies, because

every man would be compelled to pay his
levy to the organisation. That would have
saved an enormous amount of trouble. It
is most difficult for the Cheese Manufac-
tarers’ Association and the suppliers to meet
with representatives from other industries.
They will say straight out, “ We have got
our Cheese Manufacturers’ Association; we
have got our cheesc pool; and nothing out-
sidde that can help us, and ws are not going
to attend the meetings

Mr. Brncock: Do you think thai attitude
is o right one?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not concerned
about that. We have to deal with things as
they are. If this scheme had been based on

the foundations of the existing associations,
thousands of members would have been
secured to start with, and that is what I
would like to have seen. It would have
saved an enormous amount of organisation
and trouble afterwards. We all rccognise
that we are not going to do too much until
we have got a Federal scheme.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We want

to start with a State scheme first.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not blaming
the hon. gentleman for that; but we should
not expect too much, and we "should not have
great ideas about What this council is to
accomplish.

My, Xanwan: You are trying to kill it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, I am not. I
have alrcady told the Minister what Y am
prepared to do. I have suggested improve-
ments to the scheme. The ques ition of con-
trolling the markets in countries outside
Queensland has not been deszlt with suffi-
clentlv The method adopted in New Zea-
tand could certainly be adopted here. The
hon. member for Stanley stated that their
representatives sold somewhere about
£6.090,000 worth of produce in England.
When the markets were flooded they did net
allow their shipments to go ferward, but
placed all the produce in cold stores. and fed
the markets instead of flooding them. I
bolieve that shovld be done as far as possible
through co-operative channels. T believe I am
correch in saving that therc is not a member
on the provisional council at the present time
who represents a fal"l’l“l’ solling fruit through

co-operative channels in London. The
faymers have elected some men and the
Minizier has nominated others.

The SRECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: INo.

Mr.
rominate Mr.

BEBBINGTON: Did not the Minister
MeAnally ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
cleetad at the conference.

Air. BEBBINGTON: A nomination by a
Minister 1z practically an election. The
Minister nominated Mr. MeAnally to the
Wheat Advizory Board.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

Tie was

No.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The members of the
Wheat Beard desired to nominate someone
else, and the Minister immediatels got up
and nominated Mr. McAnally.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the hon, gentle-
man denies i, I will accept his word, bLut
that was my information. The Minister

Mr. Bebbington.]
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stated that this was one of the greatest coun-
cils of agriculture ever summoned, and said
that about 150 rcpresentatives attended, and
a lot of discussion took place about estab-
lirhing a floor in London to dispose of our
ploduce Notwithstanding the fact that we
alrcady have a co-operative floor there. and
are represented by companies in  South
Africa, New Zealand and Australia, whose
nominal sharcs amount to over £50,000,000,
neither the Minister nor the officers of the
Agricultural Department, or anyone else col-
lected together on the day that these repre-
sentatives were esummoned, knew anxthing
about it.  Already some £3.000,000 or
£4,000,000 worth of stuff has been sold.
There is also some talk about sending a
representative to London at the expense of
the Government or the council, and this
gentleman was a member of a firm of selling
agents.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not irue.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am very glad to
hear that, because there has been consider-
able talk about it. I have some very slight
amendments to propose to this Bill. There
is no use talking about altering the basis of
organisation, I suppose; but, if the scheme
had been bascd on the present organisations,
it would have given every satisfaction to the
fruitgrowers. sugar-growers, cheese manufac-
turers, and butter factories associations, and
90 per cent. of the producers of Queensland.

We want

That is

=

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE:
to get 100 per cent.

Ar. BEBBINGTON: The
is not going to get 100 per cent. If
80 per cent., he 1s doing very well.

hon. gentleman
he geta

The SECRETARY ¥OL AGRICULTURE: We will
get them all.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. gentieman
can get the names from the register, or some-

body can give them to him. so ]on(r as there
is n(‘thmg to puy. DBut what is the use of
having a man’s namece without having his
interest 2 He might as well take every namc
from the elu‘toral roll and say that the indus-
try is 100 per cent. organisod. That is not
organisation. You have not got the interest
of those persons. If the Minister had accep-
ted the Sugar Growcers’ Association, the
Cheese, Butter, and Fruit Growers’ Associa-
tiors he would not only have had the mem-
hers” names, but he would have had their
interest, which would have made a wonder-
ful difference. T ask the Ministor seriously to
consider that. I may be wrong, but I think
the cheese suppliers’ organisation is 100 per
cent. organised. The principles adopted by
the Arbitration Court in fixing wages based
on the cost of living are wrong, for the
reason that every manufacturer av:d enplover
f labour is desirous of getting the farmers’
produce as low in price as poszsible, so that
be may use that as an argument for cutting
down wages.

Mr. KirwaN:
you say.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : You cannot get away
from that fact; and if the producer is going
to be compelled to plodt,.ce cheap food in
order to provide cheap labour, then the
farmer is going to be a slave, and you will
want to go further than this Bill before you
will give “the farmer what he is entitled to.

[Mr. Bebbington.

You want to be careful what
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Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton): No doubt
the farmers throughout Quecnsland, after
reading the speeches made by the hon. mem-
bers opposite, will know who their friends
are. They will know that the Labour party
is the frue country party. The Country
party and the Opposition failed to do any-
thing for the man on the land, and now they
want to kill this scheme because it emanated
from Labour. They think the farmers may
show their gratitude to this party for
initiating the scheme.

Mr. YiErcuer: We are
absolutely.

Mr. FORDE: You are trying to kill it,
and you are going about the Port Curtis
electorate whispering to the farmers to have
nothing to do with it.

Mr. Frercuer: I have done nothing of the
sort.

Mr. PoLrrocx:
praise.

Mr. FORDE: Hon. members opposite do
not like it, but they arc going to be told the

supporting it

Damning it with faint

truth. 1t is ne wonder that this morning’s
¢ Daily Mail 7 had this to say regarding this
new scheme—

“The fear expresced by Mr. Vowles,
that the pcople will be fooled by the

Government's  agricultural scheme, is
unsubstantial,
“ It is a redeeming feature that the

Council of Agriculture outlined in the
Bill is to be primarily a farmers’ body.”

Of couise, hon. members oppoute tell the
people that it is golng to be a party political
ccuncil, but it is to be absolutely iree from
party politics. It will ecmbrace all shades
of opinion The hon. member for Dray-
ton said that butter and cheese production
had fallen off as a result of Iabour rule.
Now Jet us see the figures. In 1915 the
weight of cheese produced was 4,380,030 1b.

Four years after the Labour Government
came nto office, the welght produced was

2.637,000 1b. In 1920-21, the weight produced
was 10,500,000 1b. Now take butter. In
1915, 25,000,000 1b. of butter were produced.
\ter four years of Labour Government,
32,000,000 1b. were produced. and in 1920-21,
50.000,000 1b. were ]noduﬁ .. The value of
butter produced in 1915 was £1.674.000. and
i 1920-21, the value was £6.000.000. Thes

fizures are more cffeetive than sore of the
booh talked by hen. members opposite. The
butter and cheese industry in 191.) were worth
approximately £3.009. 000 and last vear they
were worth approximately £8,000,000. Mark
the difference.  Yet the hon. member for
Drayton says that production has fallen off
because of Labour legislation. Because of
the encouragement we have given to the
general producer, production has increased
considerably, and I am very pleased that
the Government has introduced this measure.

It will tend to uplift the farmer. The
leader of the Opposition said that W we
did was to increase freights and farcs. Let

me quote the facts. Since 1914 fares and
freights on general merchandise have been
increased in various States as under—

Fares. Freights.

Per cent. Per cent.
Queensland . 17 19
New South Walos ... 66 52
Viectoria .. 48 43
Western Australia ... 30 23
South Australia various ... 44
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The Tory Government in Victoria have
increased their freights by 43 per cent., and
the South Australian Government have
increased their freights 44 per cent., as
against an increase of 19 per cent. in Quceni-
land. That shows that hon. members opposite

do not know what they are talking about.
We want facts.
Mr. BmeBINGTON: When you say the

Queensland freights have only heen increased

by 19 per cent. it shows you do not know
what you are talking about.
Mr. FORDE: “ Empty vessels make the

most sound.””  The hon. member does not
know what he is talking about when he says
we increazed fares and freights to a greater
extent than the other States. Ion. members
opposite say this should be a Federal scheme.
I say it can be developed into a Federal
scheme, and I believe it will be; but we
have to mwake a beginning, and the Labour
Government of Quecnsland is now making a
beginning. I believe this schen:s will be
such an cffective one that every State in
Australia will take it up. and there will be
a federation of these -chemes. They will
encourage co-operation, and the farmers will
be able through their combined efforts to
save the profits for themselves which now
go to such middlemen as the hon, member
for Bulimba and the hon. member for Wind-
sor, who to-day vote side by side with the
SO~ callod members of the Country party in
all important divisions in this House. The
fariers will know who their friends are.
They will, by this scheme of organisation, be
banded together, their status will be im-
proved, and thov will be able to formulate
co-operative schemes, and get a greater
return for their labour than ther get To»day‘

Samucl  Gompers. the president of the
American Federation of Labour, recently
said-—

“One farmer has but little power

when determining issues vital to his wel-

fare. But a h“lldl(,d thousand farmers
will count when they speak with one
voice io cne purpose. Organissition is

cssential.  Ameriea will be richer in
every way when the full voice of agri-
culture is heard in her councils, There
is no reason why Labour should do other-
wise than help the farmer in his battle
to recons’clu(*t agriculture on a basis
which is equitable to all.”

That is what ZLabour in Australia says.
Labour in Australia believes that the man
on the land must be locked after, because
he is a worker in the true sense of the
term, and that i why the Government intro-
duced beneficial measures for the men on
the land in the past, and will to a greater
extent do in the future. The Government

introduced the Sugar Cane Prices Act
Amendment  Bill, providing ecane prices

boards for the farmers. thus ensuring them
a fuller return for their labour, as a result

of which over £2.000.000 have been dis-
tributed amongst the sugar farmers. That is

why the Government introduced the Agri-
cultural ~ Co-operation  Production  Act,
cnabling the farmers to get loans to buy
cows, shef‘p, and to build silos. That is
why the Government repealed the Railway
(lvarantee Act that was passed by a Tory
Government. This Government repealed that
Act, and relieved the farmers of an obliga-
tion of £250,000.

Mr. TrercHer: Is that why you robbed
the farmers of their labour?
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Mr. FORDE: The
always been a middleman.
it is to rob the farmer.
all his money in Brisbane, although he
represents the Port Curtis electorate. The
farmers up there know him, and he will
never be in this Chamber again. What do
we find from the Country party supporters
outside in regard to the scheme? Hveryone
outside who is fair and impartial and is
not living on 1bhe farmers, and is not exploit-
ing them as hon. members opposite do,
supports this scheme. This is what Ir.
S. J. Howe said when addressing a public
meeting at Buderim—

“1 have examined the scheme from
all points, particularly as an active mem-

hon. member has
He knows what
He has invested

ber of the Country party, and I am

satisfied that it represents the Dest

offered to Queensland producers.” :
That is the opinion of an honest, disin-

terested member of the Country party-—one
of those earnest men outside who now realise
that thizs Covernment have dene more for

the producer than any other
[10 p.m.} Government ever attempted to
do. It 1z no wonder that the

¢ Daily Mail” stated this morning—

““ Any mwan who believes in the scheme
and wet encourages the farmer to listen
to political prejudice in estimating its
advantagzes 1s a  vory J()Ubﬂul scrvant
of trus ceuntry intercsts.’

Hon. members opposite are doubtful repre-
sontatives of country interests; in fact, at
times here to-night ‘there were only five or
six of them in the Chamber, They arc crest-

falien.  They have failed. The so-called
Country party have never for'mulakd a true
country pol'u It was the Labour Govern-

mert—the Government truly representative
of the workers—who formulated this policy
for the workers on the land. What do we
find the official organ of the Quecnsland
Farmers’ Union and the United Cane
Growers’ Association has to say
““The Producers’ Review’ of 10th
May, 1922, shows that cne of the oldest
branches of the Queensland Farmers
Union, the Burton branch, on 15th April,
passed the following resolution :—

That the Burton Branch of the
Queensland Farmers’ Union deem it
advizable that the Farmers’ Union sup-
port the formation of the new Pro-
ducers’ Union, and #ce no reason why
wo should continue with the Farmers’
Union.”

That was a resolution passed by the Burtonm
Branch of the Queensland Farmers’ Union.
Hon. members opposite can see that the little
associations which they have formed out in
the country amongst the farmers for political
purposes are now dying, and that the farmers
are no longer to be dp(enod and that these
local pxoducms associations will band
together the so-called Country party farmers,
Nationalist farmers, and Iabour farmers.
They will all be banded together as one
organisation in the local producers’ associa-
tion. They will be able to send their dele-
gates to the distriet council and also to the
central Council of Agriculture. They will
all be banded together, irrespective of party.
Too long have the farmers of Queensland
been_disunited. The hon. member for Pitts-
worth 1s an exponent of one phase of the
Country parts’s policy, and he tells the
farmers not to support a particular section

Mr. Forde,



256 Primary Producers’

of the Country party. Then other members
go out and tell them not to take any notice
of the hon. member for Pittsworth. They
have the farmers doubtful as to what to do.
This scheme is all-embracing. All we want
to know is that a man is a producer, and
he will then be welcome to join the local
producers’ association. DPolitics must be kept
out of it. (Opposition langhter.) Hon. mem-
bers opposite are tolling the farmers not to
have anything to do with it, because they
fear that the Labour party might get some
credit for the scheme, which is bound to be
a great success, It is no wonder that the
¢ Daily Mail” in commenting on the
Premier’s agricultural policy, said—
. “If Mr. Theodore translates his words
into actions, he can rely on the whole-
hearted support of the Queensland
Farmers’” Union. Whether he calls him-
self Labour, Nationalist, or Country
party will be immaterial, so long as he
will assist to bring into actual being the

reforms for which we have been so long
battling.”

We find Mr. Doherty, the general secretary
of the United Cane Growers’ Association—

a man ':,_ho,' with Mr., 8. Walker, of Bunda-
berg, zaid in Melbourne the other dary that

Mr. iges, the member for Capricornia, had
done more to injure the sugar-growers than
any other men he could mention—saying
this—
‘1t appears to me that the assistance
the Government is giving in such a
scheme is the missing link that preducers
Thave been looking for for a long time.
Can we not throw politics tc the dogs
and bend our energics in the direction
of doing something that will uplift the
producers and, incidentally, the whole
community.”’

#r. Doherty does not want any parliamen-
tary position. He is out to uplift the pro-
ducers.  He sces in this scheme something
sthich will help the producers to a better
state of things. He supported it, and hon.
membirs oppesite do not like 16, They would
ike Doherty to be an instrument in
eir hands—someone who could be used to

=

bolstor up their political organizations, and
keep thom in Parliament to batten on the
furmers. ‘f The Producers’ Review,” on 10th

May. dealing with this matter, showed that
one of the new branches of the Qucensland
Farmer+’ Union, Cecil Plainz, on 8th April,
passed the following resolution:—

“That we as = branch strongly suppors
ihe new organization as outlined at the
Promiers’ Confrrence, and urge that the
Farmers’ Union be strongly reorganised as
the new organisation.”

The attitude of the farmers in the Murgon

district is expressed in the following
resolution : —
“We, the farmers of Tableland and

Crownthorpe districts of Murgon, after
hearing the Premier’s scheme, as out-
lined by Mr. A. 8. Douglas, of the
Grand Council of Agriculture, hercby
express our confidence in such, and agree
to further its objects as far as lies in our
power.”

Of course they willl The hon. member for
Nanango knows that branch. Are they rot
intelligent people ?

Me. Epwanps: Yes, they are.

[Mr. Forde.

(Laughter.)

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. FORDE: Hon. members opposite should
follow their lead instead of trying to defeat the
scheme. We have heard something said
regarding pools to-night. HHon. members
opposite try to make us believe that they are
in favour of pools. We find that men who
support them in politics are opposed to the
pooling system. What did Sir Henry Barwell,
the black labour advocate, say in a speech
he made in the South Australian Legislative
Assembly? He said—

“The Government is opposed to a
continuance of the pooling system.”

Why? Because in the pooling system the
middlemen, who help Premier Barwell to
fight the Labour party at the elections, are
stopped from exploiting the producer. That
is why Dalgety and Company, Bell and Com-
pany, and Darling and Sons—who received
from the Hughes Government over £4,000,000
for handling Australian wheat up to 19186—
are against the pooling system. With regard
to the wheat pool, I quote the following
extract from the report of the Premiers’
Conference, at which the question of wheat
pools was discuszed in this way:—

“ PRICE OF WHEAT.

“Mr. Theodore: With the object of
protecting and encouraging the wheat-
growing industry during the coming year,
I would like to know if the conference
will consider the desirability of fixing
a home-consumption price for wheat of
about 6s. per bushel?

“Mr, Barwell (Premier. South Aus-
tralia) : Certainly not. as far as South
Australia is concerned. I say that
definitely.

“ Sir Walter Lee (Premier, Tasmania) :
Do not mention wheat to me any more.

“Mr. Oman (Minister for Agriculture,
Victoria): You cannot fix it.

“ Mr., Theodore: Nof unless we all
agree.

“Mr. Lawson (Premicr, Victoria):
When rou mention that subject it
reminds me of dissolution,

“Mr. Theodore: I thought I would

bring the matter to the conference. I
am quite willing to agree to a price being
fixed.

“ Mr, Maley (Minister for Agriculture,
Western Australia) : You have mentioned
it alreadr by telegrams to the States.

“ Mr. Theodore: Yes, I have wired to
one or two.

“ Qv Walter
¢ Nothing doing.’

“ r, Theodore: Well, T am very sorry
we canrot come to oy agreement on the
matter on behalf of ‘the farmers.”

Lea: Our reply is,

The Torv delegates at that conference would
not stand behind the Premier of Queensland,
because they believed in looking after the
intercits of the middlemen and exploiters,
who get the greater part of the returns from
the produce grown by the farmer, and who,
they thinlk, should be locked after in prefer-
ence, to the farmers, DMMr. Theodore put
up o fight for the wheatgrowers of Australia,
but he was rot suceessful in getting the sup-
port of the delegates st the conference.

Mr. Kirwax: And ther ave all supporicrs
of the Country party.
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FORDIE: Yes; as the hon. member
they are all supporters of the Country
party. The Country party members, like
the hon. mempber for Port Curtis, who got
up at Gladstone and said there is no differ-
ence betwesn the Country party and the
Nationalist party. There 1s only a sheet of
paper between them.

A GoverNMEXT MEMBER:
leave the Naticnalist party?

Mr. FORDIE: Because he could not get
the leadership of the party.

The SPEAKER: Order!
member for Rockhampton
question before the House
notice of interjections.

Why did the

I hope the hon.
will deal with the
and not take any

Mr. Frerouer: His statement is untrue.

Mr. FORDE: It is true, and the hon.
member kunows it. The Labour party stands
for the encouragement of co-operation and
agriculture, and the elimination of the
middleman, We are told that we want to
climinate the small shopkeeper and the man
behind the counter. Nothing of the sort.
We mean the climinatfon of all the agents,
produce merchants, speculators, and market
riggers who to-day are growing rich on the
profits made out of the man on the land.
This is what the Labour party provides for in
its platform in regard to agriculture—

‘ Further encouragement of the co-
operative prineciple. .

“ Bxperimental farms with a view to
carrving out tests and experiments re-
garding crops, and so save the man on
the land that expense.”

That is the pelicy of the Labour party.
Dealing with dairy products in Queensland,
I might point out that last year their value
amounted to nearly £8,000,600. Still, many of
the c¢perations dealing with dairy produce are
left in the hends of speculators, traders,
and explosters—men  who ride about in
motor-car¢, and who live in the beauty spots
of Quecnsland. These men, who carry on
business with a capital of anything from
£1,000 to. £10.000, are dealing with millions
of pounds’ worth of produce. I might guote
the opinion of r. €. E. D. Mears, manager
of the Coastal Farmers” Co-operative Society,
dealing with the British buttsr market and
its effect on the Australian industry—

“ Co-operative men returning from
London enphatically endorse the opinion
current fover Australia in  December-
Jaruary last. thar strong co-ordinated
pressure {rom  speculative agents  wus
deliberately  exercized to  force values
down. Their tactics, used simultaneously
with the inexperienced misguided hand-
ling of th= huge Imperial stocks, caused
the breakdown of the London market
during the period guoted.”

That is the opinion of the leaders in co-
eperative croterprize in Australia, and it is
of great intevest to the producer. Yet we have
farmers”  roprosontatives  opposite  clearly
allied with the old conservative interests and
the middlemen and sperulators, who are using
the farmers for their own ends. In Canada
we find that the farmers have an improved
ctatus because ther are better organised,
and because of that they get a better return
fov their crops. Now, 1t would be futile to
build up eo-operative companies in the dif-
forent towns of Queensland and Ausiralia
if we «id not have a federation of the

1922-—%
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different co-operative concerns, and if we did
not have co-operative distributing agencies on
the other side of the world. We must
encourage this co-oprration, and the proposed
scheme of ovganisation will give the farmers
some understanding of the power they can
wisld when they are properly organised.
During the great war we found the great
companies cuigaged in the commercial, manu-
facturing, and tramsport world, merging
togethor because ther realised that by doing
that they would have greater strength. The
farmers must do the same. If hon, members
oppozite had the interests of the farmers at
h-art they would not get up and stenewall
this measure, but would support it. They
would no% introduce party politics, and tell
the farmers to have nothing to do with the
schemte, or make out that there was somethine
sinister in it. This Government is out to help
the workers of this State, whether they be in
the town or on the farm, and by so doing
build up Queensland so thut it will become the
gem of all of the States of Australia.

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS (Pittswortl): On
looking through this Bill I cannot help
coming to the conclusion that it is the first
step towards the nationalisation of the whole
of the priveary producing industries. To
bring about the mnationalisation of the pro-
ducing inferests is one of the planks of the
Labour party, I congratulate the Sccretary
for Agriculture and the Premier on at last
getting a look in in regard to the national-
isation of an industry in which the farmers
themiselves have taken a very big interest.
and which they have succeeded in building
up by co-operative effort. We have repeatedly
esked this Administration and other Adminis-
trations to realise that the firet steps towards
building up co-operative companies is to
build up reserves. I listened with very keen
izterest to the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton, and I never heard him make any refer-
ence whatever to the question of building
up reseTYes N our co-operative companies.
Any man interested iu the co-operative move-
ment will vealise that a very cssantial factor
in the building up of cheese manufacturing
companies, and butter manufacturing com-
panies, and other distributing companies is
the pewer to build up reserve funds without
heavy tfaxation. This Administration have
never shown the slightest desire to relieve
the bona-fide co-operative companies of any
part of the taxation ther have to pay under
the income tax laws at the present time.
Recently T had brought under my notice the
case of a co-operative company which had
made a profit of £358, and a big part of that
profit was made owing to the fact that they
received a little over £200 as their share of
the profits distributed under the cheese pool.
That company was called upon in the end to
por to the Income Tax Commissioner in
Queensland the sum of £69, which is equal to
a *tax of 33 in the £1 and 9d. super tax.
When we asked why we had to pay thet
income taxation we were told that it was
because the profit which the cowpany made
in that year was befter than 19 per cent.
of the paid-up capital. Anyone who knows
suvthing alout the ea-operative movement
knows very well that in several of our
co-operative companies on the Downs our
articles of association deal with the question
of pavments of capital in this way. Sav thut
the sharcholders take the shares at £1, we
say that they shall pay up 2s. 6d. on applica-
tion and 2s. 6d. on allotment. and they shall

Mr. J. II. &. Roberts.]
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be liable for the payment of one call of b:
That is all that ther are called upon to pay
until a general meecting of shareholders
decides to empower the divectors to call up
a further call of 5s., or two calls of bs. each
at certain periods. The result is that we find
that to-day the co-operative movement 1s
absolutely suffering for the want of capital,
and it is cntirely due to the fact of the
unjust taxation ple laced upon our co- opomtne
fretories and reserves. I submit to the Secre-
tary for Agriculture that he should bring
under the notice of the Government the
desirability in this connection of introducing
& co- opelatnc compazies 21l and guwn us
certain rights under it. I believe they will
be just in giving us relief in regard to
cortain taxation which we are paring to-day.
After all, it can never be (.Lgm‘d that
simall  co-operative compazy, consisting of
only twentyive or thirty struggling farmers,
beeause they make a small profit, should
distribute the whole of it by paying it awar
in dividends or bonus. Tt is, suvely, a sound
policy for the co-operative moscmint to
build up a rewerve fund. and I respectiully
urge upon the Secrotary for Agriculture the
necessity for !”tmdmnwr 1 5] a co-
opcrvhu‘ companies Act. L get plonts
of assiztance, but he will got it aboveboard
instead of underhand.

I was really quite surprised to hear the
Minister say that the provisional counc11
which is being dircussed here to-night was
elected at a confereace cazlled together by
the Premier

The SLnRET\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: The dairy
section was elected by the Dairy Conference.

Mr. J. I C. ROBERTS: It is at this
Junctme that I would like to ask the Min-
1ster why it was that two large co- operative
bacon factories did not even have an invita-
tion to be present, when Invitations were
issued to small co-operative factories 100
miles out back, some of which had not been
working even for two or three months? The
two large companies I refer to are the Downs
Co- op(ﬂah\e Bacon Factory and the Mur-
arric Co-operative Bacon Factory, and 1
venture tho opinion that they are the two
strongest co-operative factories in Queensland
to-day. Is 1t a fair thing, under the:c cir-
cumstances, for the Minister to tell us that
the counecil was absolutely representative of
the producers of the State? I say that they
were not—that they were representative of
a certain section only. I find that the names
of the gentlemen on the Provisional Council
are very interesting, more particularly when
I yead that the object: of the Bill include
the encouragement and the better manufac-
ture and more economical manufacture of
our products. It makes me smile when I
think thzt one of them, Mr. James Purcell,
who has been on the Downs Co-operative
Dairy Company for many years, has never
done much to lead me to believe that he has
any sympathy with the promulgation of the
necessity for herd- t(‘stln"‘ I myself, at a
meeting of the company’s supphels ome nine
or ten years ago, moved a motion empower-
ing the directors to spend as much money as
they thought advisable on the encouragement
of 'herd-testing, but nothing whatever was
done in that dircction. Yet to-dav we find
that man on the provisional! council.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
good co-operator.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:

a true co-operator.

(M~ J. H.

He is a

I say he is not
Not one pound of that

C. Roberts.
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company’s butter is sold through co-operative-
channels to-day. I would just like to point
out that Mr. Purcell was appointed on the
24th March of this year. On 21-t February
of the same year the same man, speaking
at a meeting of suppliers at Jondowae, said—
“Mr. Martin probably misunderstood
what was meant by an advisory board.
He took it that by the resolution it was
meant that a committec should be formed,
whose duties it would be to look after
the marketing side of the product.”

I say that to-day Mr. Purcell is prepared to
throw over that particular body. What for?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You must
have a personal grudge against him.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: There is no
personal grudge against him so far as T am
concerned; but when we see the personnel
of the councﬂ it would lead me, at any rate
—1 do not know what cffect it may have on
the other section of the party—fs believe
that men of that stamp are not likely to
promulgate the ideas so glibly laid down by
the Se(lomry for Agriculture. He goes on
further to say—

“ 8o far as such a board was con-
cerned, what better advisory board did
they want than the cxecutive of the
present Co-operative Dairy Companies’
Association?

What can we assume from that? We are
told that on this provisional council we have
men who were elected by that Dairy Con-
ference. 1 say that they were not elected
by the dairymen at that conference. They
were elected by the Premier.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1 said
the dairy section were elected by the Dairy
Conference.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Then I want to
know where some of the dairy scction have
disappeared to. (Laughter.) Evidently, they
have got out of the bag and gone, for twe
of the men elected at that conference, as the
Minister has repeatedly told us, are not
there to-day. I want to know Why they are
not there, The Premicr put them out and
clected his own particular council.

I was very interested when listening to the
hon. member for Rockhampton speaking
about the Burton branch. Everybody knows
why my friend Mr. McAnally was sent out
to that branch. He had a meeting of some-
where in the vicinity of ten representatives,
and two or threc men—one at least—strongly
urged Federal control, but the Press at the
mecting was invited to keep that part of the
business out of the papers. (Opposition
laughter.) I venture to hazard the opinion
that the Burton branch has done better work
for the farmers than this particular council
will ever do under Government control. In
1915, when the Government were selling chaff
through their State Produce Agency at £9
and £10 and £11 per ton, that branch was
selling exactly the same sort of chaff at £6
5s. and £6 Ts. 6d. per ton. All this organisa-
tion that has been perfected is to be thrown
to the winds in order that there may be a
chance of the nationalisation of producing
industries in this State. The further we look
into it the more we become satisfied that it i3
nothing more nor less than the nationalisetion
of our industries.

The Premier: Do you know what the hon.
member for Murilla said?
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viv . H. C. ROBERTS: I do not care
wrat the hon. member for Murilla said.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: This
attack on this Bill will be the end of you.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Thank God, I
am not here to consider my own interests in
any shape or form. I am not like the Secre-
tary for Agriculture, afraid to lift my hands
or my feet because I might lose a vote, or
because I might bring down on my head
the displeasure of my leader. (Opposition
laughter.) He¢ cannot move hand or foot

unless he goe« to the Premier,
[10.30 p.m.] and learns what he has to do

and how he is to do it. Last
session I listened with very keen interest
to the Sceretary for Arrn(’uwuo when he

rfused to give to the cheese- pool pcople the
right to Vot(‘ upon that particular measure
hefore it became the law of the land. I sug-
goat that the Premier adjourn this House for
a fortnight, place the Bill before the people,
and explain clause by clause what it means.
In the Cheese Pool Bill, the Seccretary for
Agriculture was very careful to maks pro-
vision that the cheese suppliers should have
the right to whether that pool should
bécome law or not.  II» insisted at that time
that there should be a vobe in favour of the
il of 75 per cent. of the cheese suppliers.

Is there

The SHCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
anything wrong with that?

Ay, J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am asking the
Minister to realize cxactly what he did at
that time, Wh'n we ssked that the affirma-
tive vote should be 663 per cent., the Minister
would not accept it: beeause, he said, such
a vote as that would not he a true reflex of
the feelings of th= suppliers, and he must
stand on the 75 per cent. basis. Why should
not the Minister be consistent? Let him send
this Bill to the people, get a vote upon it, and
then—if they carry it by a majority of 75
per ecnt.—let 1t become law. I sympathise
with the bon. gentleman, because I feel that
the Bill weuld go down with a wallop under
tLose conditions.

We have heard a good deal said about what
the Government have done in regard to wheat
peols, which they claim to have brought into

being. As far as I remember, in the year
1816-1917, the then Premier—the late Mr.

Ryan—in company with Mr. J. M. Hunter—
the man you are bringing out from England—
insisted abm]ut(\]\ that the farmers on the
Downs should not have a wheat pool unless
they had a unanimous vote upon it. That
was an impossible proposition. The Secre-
tary for Agricalture beeame a little more
Iiberal in his id-a%, because he insisted upon
a majority of only 75 per cent. in favour of
the chesse pool. In 1920 we asked for a wheat
pool. T elaim thmt it was the Farmers’” Union
and its organisation that brought undoer
the notice of the Secr etary for Agucultulo
the fact that is was desirable o hav? a wheat
pool. We were ail in it. When one remembers
the unjust propaganda carried out in regard
to the wheat pool it makes one say that the
same thing will apply to this Bill, Recently,
as the Premier knows, the Government gave
a guarantec of an extra Is. a bushel on wheat
on the Downs. The chaiyman of the wheat
pool went Dback to Toowoomba, and it
appeared in ths Press that it was owing to
the sympathetic treatment of the acting-Minis-
ter for Agucumuc that that amount of
£150,000 was made available. At that par-
ticular period the Queensland wheat pool had

[13 Jury.]
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exported just on 1,000,000 bushels of wheat,
which, on an average, was worth 5s. 4d. to
bs. 5d. f.o.b., Brisbane. They had all those
papers which they could have offered as
security for this advance. It was not the
Government, it was the farmers, through their
management of the wheat pool, who did it.
When we sce that propaganda being carried
out, and ne credit being given to ‘the man: age-
ment of the wheat pool but all the credit
being given to the Government, it is time the
truth was told and the farmers realized that
they have sufficient security to have double
the £150,000 required to pa: the extra Is.
per bushel.

Then we hear something about the stabilisa-
hon of prices. I do not know whether the
linister means the stabilisaticn of prices in
Qucenclanr] or whether he propos-s it shall
be so in regard to a Federal organisation.
Quite recently, af a Federal conference in
Adelaide, a Im botter and finer scheme of |
Federal organisation was outlined than the
scheme which 1s offered to the farmers of
Queensland  tonight. It is only through
Federal crganisation and centrol that we can
ever hope to stabilise the prices of our butter,
cheese, bacon, and wheat

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICUTLTURE: Were you
at that conference in Adelaide?

Ay, J. L C. ROBERTS: T was.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: Were you
the ¢ Roberts” who sold Qucensland over
the North-South railway ?

Mr. J. H. . ROBERTS: Once again the
Minister shows bhis desire for repudiation,
because the North-South railway was abso-
lutely provided for in the agreement with
Soufh Australia when it came into Federa-
tion. I know repudiation is nothing to the
Minister. I am not ashamed of having said
what T did

In the building up of a Federal organisa-
tion the farmers of Queensland would have:
far more to guin than any other farmers
throughout the le‘ngth and breadth of Aus-
tralia. Where we propose to spend £50,000
in Queensland on a purcly local organisa-

tion, I hazerd the opinion that £20,000,
urder a Federal orgsuisation would get

better results for the farmers of Quecnsland.
It must be realised that to-day Queensland
is growing something in the vicinits of
4.000.000 bushel: of wheat, as against
35.000,000 to 40,000,000 bushele in New South
Wales, and large quantities in Vietoria and

South Australia.  We have to appreciate
the fact that, in spite of our having a
Wheat Board in Queensland, we have been

unable to prevent wheat coming in from
i\ow South Wales. We were told repeatedly
ast

vear that there was wheat coming in
from South Australia and Victoria. How
does the Ainister propose to prevent that

sort of thing with a purely local organisa-
tion? He never will be able to stop it. The
cost, so far as Queensland is concerned, with
a Federal scheme for selling our wheat,
would probably be anything from £2,000 to
£3.000, as ug‘nn:t the enormous sum which
i+ going to be put on to us when you come
to distribute ovr wheat under this Bill. We
all know *hat butter has been coming from
New South Wales to Queensland and undep

selling the Queensland butter, How is a
State scheme going to prevent that?
The SECREZTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I will

There is a Labour Government in.

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]

tell rou.
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Qucensland, and after the next Federal
elections there will be a Labour Govern-
ment in the Federal Parliament. (Opposi-

tion laughter.)

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. gentle-
man is as cptimistic about the next Federal
elections as he is about this Bill. Quecens-
land last ycar produced over 50,000,000 1b.

of butter, New South Wales produced
87,000,000 1b., and Vietoria produced
82,000,000 lb. We are told that we have

nothing to fear with a State organisation.
Are we going to continue to allow these
three States to indulge in open competition ?
Many of us know what “effect the little
competition that takes place on our local
market has on the price of butter now. I
again ask the Minister to cousider the ad-
visableness of allowing this Bill to be placed
before the people most vitally concerned.
We all know that a Federal organisation
will be able to give us better advice, and
tell us what wc ought to know and do;
whether there iz a bad scason in one part
of New South Wales or a good season in
another, so that we shall be able to prevent
the glut that takes place day after day and
month after month 1n big centres of popula-
tion., Can that be done under this Bill?
Will a purely local organisation like the one
suggested be able to give us that knowledge
that will enable us to send our butter, cheese,
and other products to places where we shall
be able to get the best price? 1 sincerely
hope that there will be some alteration in
the Bill before it becomes the law of the
land.

So far as wheat pooling is concerned,
Queensland should recognise that there is
about to come into being a Federal organisa-
tion. While T was down in Meclbourne,
Adelaide, and other centres I found a very
strong disposition not to have anwthing to
do with any organisation that is subject to
a great amount of Government control. Mr,
Basil Murray, of Western Australia. and
other gentlomen down there have built up
a large co-operative federation, and have
brought 1iato being an organisation in
Western Australia, Vietoria, and New South
Wales which will cnable them to handle
their produce far more effectively under the
voluntary pool system than under Govern-
ment control. To-day there is a big pros-
pect of a Pederal Wheat Pool coming into
existence.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE :
did you get that information?

Where

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I got it, and
T will show it to the hon. gentleman at any
time. We have in Ingland at the present
time three of the leadirg members of the
co-operative movement in Australia. They
are Mr. A. J. Trethowan, Mr. Ibbott, and
Mr. Mecars. These men are known fron
one end of Australia to the other. They are
in England at the present time finalising
arrangements for the selling of the ool
wheat frosa Western Australia, South Aus-
tralia, Victoria, and Necw Scuth Wales per
medium  of a co-operative company, We
should be doing things in the same way.

I belicve a Federal Duiry Pool will Le
created within a few months. I do not know
what will be the position when thi: Bill

brcomes law and we have to be compulsorily
organised and become members of an organi-
sation that 1s only State-wide. I ask the
Secretary for Agriculture whether—in the

[Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.
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event of members desiring to Jjoin the
Federal organisation, and we are asked at
that period to frec our organisation of poli-
tical control and that the Secretary for
Agriculture should not have anything ‘at all
to do with the erganisation—the hon. gentle-
man will stand in our way and say. “Go on
as best you can. We will fight this particular
organisation.” There are many reasons why
a Federal organisation is preferable to a
State organisation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
would you make a start?

M. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We have already
made a start, I venture to say that there
is no man in Queensland to-day who possesses
the same capabilities as Mr. Basil Murray
of Western Australia. There is not a man in
Quecnsland to-day possessing tho capabilitics
of My, Ibbott of Melbourne., The farmers
of Western Australia have built up an orga-
nisation which is a power in the land.

Myr. FERRICKS : You want a dazh of Queens-
lind on your brains. .

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do not want
a dash of the hon. member on my brains.
I believe that the farmers in Queensland
could build uyp the sarie organisation that
thew have in Western Australia, if they only
desired. i

r. Ferricks: That is the fiest thing you
have said in favour of Quecnsland.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: What has been
dene in Western Australia can be done in
Queensland if an opportunity is given, and
the farmers are allowed to do it themselves.

My, FErricKS: They would not do it if
they had many like you.

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS: The Premier
at the Dairy Conference said that they
wore going to absorb all the existing organi-
sation=.  If he is, he i3 going to leave the
primary producers of the State like a ship
without a rudder in a heavy soa. He will
leave them to the mercy of anvbody who
likes to come along. So far as I am per-
sonallz concerned, if I can help it, the
Farmers’ Union on the Downs is not going to
b= absorbed by anybody. It is going to con-
tinue to carry on its work., We will come
into the scheme when we know we will get
a fair deal out of it.

The Premier: How are vou on this Bill?
Are you for it or against it?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: T want to be
satisfied that the Bill has got the scope that
we expect and look for. When the amend-
ments we want are put in, possibly the Bill
may be very different to the Bill we have
before us to-night, and T look forward to the
amendments being made in such a way as to
make the measure of some use, and a Bill
under which we may all come together and
organise for our good. At the present time
my opinion is that the B3ill is a direct attempt
to mationalise the producing interests of this
State, and I do not stand for the nationalisa-
tion of the producing intercets.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): 1 beg to move—
““That the debate be now adjourned.”

Question put and passed.

Where

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.





