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218 Land 'l'ax Act. [ASSEMBLY J Questions. 

THURSDAY, 13 JULY, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (l-Ion. \V. Bertram, Mar,-e) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

PHESE:\TATIOX OF ADDRESS IN 
REPLY. 

The SPEAKER: I ha Ye to report to the 
Hon-e that this mmning I presented to His 
Excnllency the Goyernor the Address in Heply 
to I-Iis Excellency's OpPning Speech, agreed 
to by the House on the 12th instant, and 
that His Excellency was pleased to make the 
following reply thereto:-

''Government ~Jovse. 
"Brisbane. 

" Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
" On behalf of our Most Gracious 

Sovereign I thank the representatives of 
the people for the expr-ession of their 
continued loyalty and affection to His 
Majesty's Throne and Person. 

"I am fully assured that the various 
measures referred to in my Speech open· 
ing the present session and all other 
matters that may be brought before you 
will receive your most careful considera· 
tion, and that it will be your earnest 
cndeayour so to deal with them that 
vour labours mav tend to the advance
ment and prosp rity of the State . 

.. MATTHEW NATHAN." 

QUESTIONS. 

DEPOSITS OF LIFE ASSURA)!CE COMPANIES 
WITH TREASURY. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Premier 
and Trcasurr'r~ 

" 1. ·what amount was on deposit with 
t.he Treasurv under the Life Assurance 
Companies Act as at 30th J unc in each 
of the following year· :-1902, 1908, 1914, 
1920, 1922-(a) In cash; (b) GoYernment 
securities? 

" 2. \Vhat was the amount o.f such 
1920, 1922-(a) in cash; (b) Government 
being compulsory under the Act? 
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" 3. \Yhat rate- of interest (and the 
an1ount of such intere ·~tl \vas ~no,ved to 
the companie~ cone rncd on the deposits 
in C]C'h of the years mentioned?" 

The 1-RE:\IIER (lion. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillurfo') replied-
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·' 3. The compani :s draw the interest 
h_ulf-ycarly 1 ''hich their rcspcctiYe sc<Curi
ties attract; the rates arc various." 

A~IOU»;;T RI:CEIYED FROM RE!\'T OF MIKERAL 
A}iD TDIBER LANDS AXD FRO)! SALE OF 
LAKDS, 1920-1922. 

:Yh. KERR asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" 1. \~7hat amount, as rent, was received 
from nuneral and timb ·r lands and for 
the sale of lands during the financial 
years 1920-21. 1921-22? 

"2. To what account were the prncr,~ds 
crNlik-d: '' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 
,I lion. J. Il. Coync, lVrango) replied-

" 1. and 2. The questions in tlwi ._. prc>'Cnt 
form are not understood. There are 
'timb r lands ' held under different 
t.t,wn·r<\ onL,icle the boundaries of Kational 
parks, State forest, and timber reserves. 
.Kent received from mineral lands arc 
collected by the Mines Department. If 
the hon. member will state definitely and 
clearly what_ information he requires, it 
w1!l be Dbtamcd." 

CLosuRE oF A STREET rx GYoiPJE. 
_Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East 'J'oo1coomba), 

WithDut notice, asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" Will he, before giving a decision in 
the matter of the closure of Reef street 
Gympie, lay on thC' table of this House all 
papers in connection therewith'" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 
\Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

" I have no objection to do so.'' 

IMPROPER FORM OF QUESTION. 

Mr. CORSER (Bur-n£!1) gave notice of a 
question, and while reading it, 

'i'he SPEAKER : Order ! The idea of 
a6king questions is to obtain information. and 
not to give it to the House. , 
. Mr. CORSER. continuing to read the ques

twn, quoted statements said to have been 
made by the Premier, 

The SPEAKER: Order! The Speaker has 
the right to edit all questions, and I shall 
certamly no_t allow that question to appear 
on the busmess-paper without considerable 
alteration. 

Mr. CORSER: It would be fairly harmful 
:Lo the GoYernment if you did. 

The SPEAKER : OrdH ! 

HEALTH ACTS A::\1E:\'D:\1ENT BILL. 

INITIATIOX. 

The HOME SEGHET~\RY (Hon. W. 
1HcCormack, G'aifns) : I beg to n1ove-

" That the House will, at its next sitting 
resolve itself into a Committee 9f th~ 
WhDle to consid-er of the -desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to amend the Health 
Acts, 1900 to 1917, in certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMEKT OF COMMO::'f
WEALTI-I CONSTITUTION. 

KEW STATES MOVEJ\IENT-RESUMPTION OF 
DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
the resumption of the -debate on Mr. Forde's 
:motion-

" That, in the opinion of this Parlia
ment, the time has arrived for the 
remodelling of the Commonwealth Consti. 
tution providing for the subdivision of 
Aushalia into a greater number of self
governing States, 1naking for more 
economical and effecti,-e govPrnment, and 
ab·J pro;-iding an easy metho-d for the 
p<'ople liYing in any district, such as 
Ccntml Queensland or ::\" m·thcrn 1\ ew 
Soath \Vales. to obtain se1f-govcrntnent, 
nnd that the Prim" Minister of Australia 
he ur~crl 1-o ·take the necessarv steps to 
bring about these reforms"- -

On which ::Yir. Peterson had moved-
" That the qnestion be amended by 

the omission of all words after the 
\\·ord 'Th.t,' on line 1, with a view to 
the insertion in their place of the words 
' this Parliament herebv consents to the 
creation o£ a new Sta(e compri -ing the 
territory knovYn as North Queensland, and 
a new State comprising the territory 
knn\vn as C:ntral Queensland.'" 

:VIr. :VIOORE (A.11biyny): I d sire to say a 
fL'\Y \~·ords on this proposal. 

The PnniiER: Do you want it? 

Mr. MOOR I~: Xo, I am opposed to it, 
i:Jec 'use I think it is only going to lead to 
expense. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are vou 
opposing the amendment? -

Mr. MOORE: I am opposing both mDtion 
and amendment, because I do not think ther-e 
has been an:v mandate from the people out
side, or an:v agitation, to speak of, amongst 
them. The Government did not move either 
the motion Dr the amendment. It has been 
left to a pri,-ate member to do it for a little 
private electioneering purpose. We know that 
the hon. member is ;,landing for a Federal 
seat. Xobody pret 'll-ds that the Government 
are behind it. Ever;:body knows that if 
they were it would not be left to the hon. 
member for Roekhampton to move it. The 
Premier vvould do that. During the last debate 
in 1913 the then Premier pointed out that it 
was quite within the province of the Queens
bnd Parliament tD take the first step towards 
the division of Queensland into three States; 
but he also pointed out that there had been 
no demand from the peopk for it, and 
there had been no deputation to him on 
the subject. I want to point out that 
\7C hav-e had no deputations asking for it. 
There may be a little private agitation in 
one or two small centres in Central and 
"'orthern Queensland, but there has been no 

Mr. 211oore,] 
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agitation which h;.:s ~hakcn Queensland as a 
whole. \Vu know that the conditions to-day 
are totall.v different Irom "·hat they were 
nHtny Y{_'arR ago when separation ·\\·Tas a live 
question. \\'e have fhc raihvav to Rock
hampton, and it is almost completed right 
up to the ::\'orth. The distances arc cut down 
to a trmnQndous extt)llt con1pared with what 
they were. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Thanks to the Labour 
Govcrnrncut. 

Mr. :\IOORE : Thanks to no Labour Govern
rneut, but thanks to the general progro~·s of 
the State. Communication has been made 
easy right alo~:H~ the eo a ~tline. 

1V1r. I:fARTL~ Y : A fanner Cornmis;:;ioner 
would not build the l\"orth Coast lin · because 
it would compcw with the steamers. 

Mr. l\100HE: I do not knDw whether he 
would do it ut the time or not; but w·c know 
tha.t the rail way connection up the coast and 
the general ra thv.1y polic~y v.:-as laid do,vn 
years and ye:u ·~ ago. Unfortunately, that 
policy, \ichich w·as laid do\Yn by Sir 'Thornas 
Mdlwraith, has been departed from for 
political purposes, 

There is no dol!bt that the pl'Dposal wonlc1 
not lead to 0cono~ny. The Lands j),'partJncnt 
has a branch in Hockhampton; the Railwa~
DI pn 1·trrwnt is practically decc:ntraliscd, and 
Hockhampton has ito 0''11 chief of staff who 
is onlJ- l't'~ponsiblc to the Coulmis~;lollc/ He 
has the ruunin.c; of tho raih1 a::-~~ gcncrall>- in 
that and h ~altle n_':lHtrk applit.~ to 
tbc I Jo not think the n' ~:3011 cxi.-.t.::> 
to-day tlu'!.~ \.i.:.:'-cc1 hvL~nt.:' years ;J::.,.u, \'-'hen 
thjs was a }jye question. 

?.lr. FORDE interjected, 

~ir. ::\IOOH.E: I ha ye not .~edl YCl'Y \YOn

dcrful thir:g conw frorn the GoYt'r;1rr 'll:. 

I h<."!_ "·c ct'~l a great deal of dlstrc-.:.3 a1Hl 
ur•Plllplo~n"El'Ut. as ,. c ll as all sorts of col!-
ditious tlu1t L' cve1· had and wLlch, 
i:1 rny unininn. are due to adlllini-'tr<l-
i ion an~: (·xtntYaganl'C. I do not think 
Cu--:.trni Ol' :p;ortltC'r-n (Jtwen:"land i:~ goin'E 10 

benefit b.v our ha,-Jng three Parlian1ents in
stead of one for Quee11slan·d. It n1ust lead to 

It ccrtainh· vcould clccnaee 
Parliament if "-c rccluccd 

th0 nu1nbc'r of rncrnbc, s, but I do nnt think 
i:; 1··ould dccrca,.e the c•xpu1oe in Queensland 
n3 a wholP if '.YU had thrcJC Parliarnento::. 
\Yhc:'n the ConlJ:Ytonvvealth was inaugurui .;_•d 
\Y- -,~ Ci't' told of tl1 c f'l10l'Jnon~ saYing- that 
woulcl ruult from tho Commonwealth takino
oYc~r dw rost Office a _d n--..anv oth,T S('n;-ice~ 
'"hjch thf' St,'-tes at that ti~n<; were adrninis
tering. It was said the rcnlt "·ould be a 
rednC'tion jll the Ilurr:bor of pnhlic servants 
and in the co,t of all tho'c c<'rvicc'. Y\'hai· 
has bocn the result 1 \Vc know perfectly "·ell 
the c-xpcw.r": ha.ve !wen doubled. \Y c lul\-e 
not fc~- er public S('ryanh. Th0 1vork in 
connection v:ith income tax, land tax. and 
cleclrwal malt•rs has be~n duplicated. ·Doe~ 
an~' body say the re ~~·otdd be a different 
re' nlt if we diYidrd Queensland into three 
State:.? 

:\Ir. FoHDE: Do you adYocate onE~ (}oyer:I~ 
Juent fol' Au;trali"? 

~Ir. ~~fOORE: I ar11 acJyocatinrr COll11l10n 

r.cn".C in adn1ini·tl'ation~t11n.1 l.YC should ha ... -0 
one ent. of omcia!s to roller·t taxation and 
one ~et of offlciais to car~y out the electoral 
l\"OI'k. 

~lr. FoRDE: You Hl'l) ar,~uing for u:l:fica
tion. 

Ul r. JJ oor'. 

:11r. l\TOORE: I ~1n not; I ;:nn arc-ui. ~ 
against haYing Qu0cn-land furth0l' q)lll up. 
ht•-causo tho nPC'( ·-..;ity doo:3 110t e~.:i::t for dei:~ 
so. 

l\Ir. I-iJ.RTLEl': Ac-~ording to your argu
nlcnt, there ougbt to be ono Padi.:.rucnt alll

one insane asyluin. 

Mr. ~.[(lORE: That i, not so. I w:mt t) 
(•lin1irwtc• unnecc\~sary expense. l\obod,y c:a1l 
Hly we haYc doJle that. En~1'~ body know.:.: 
that, in rnany dcpartnlcnts, 'In: haYe clouLled 
tlw expense ~-•·hen n1o1wy rou1d 1Htvc been 
sa;vcd. I think hon. rncnbers opposite recog~ 
nise that. tu well as we Jo. Bo<::ause thev 
haYe failed to carl'y out certain dutie~. thc\
say \VC are arguing~ for unification. I do no't 
think the hon. lnernbt_r for Hockharnpton put 
up any c~tsc vd1c·1 he WfL·' n rgu1ng for separa
tion. l-It~ was getting in n, certain anim<ur 
of po1ltlcal propaganda, Lut cothing cl:~c. 
It certainly did not come off to a gr< 1.t 
f'xtent; his cartridge '\a . .; a Llank one. If 
lt: is dc'lirt'd t.o hayc Sl'pQration. the \\-ishrs 
of the people should br consulted by rcferen
durn~ instead o£ haYillg tbi.-: ParJjall1\~nt brin 
fon\ ard a n1otion :;:uying Queensland , houl<1 
Le dividcc1 up. o1·;jr;g to the inHucncc of a 
s1nall SP{'tlon who, perhrq1s. arc dlr,_}crl.-,-
int, rl ~tr·d for certain po1itiru.l If 
r-hp cli:-.advaut.age:-; of the prc '.Y('f"l" 

likr 1_,. to be compensated for ]),V 
tngc of C:lDrlOlny, grc~1ter po1nda'tio1I, or 
thing of that sort, the po::;tion would 
qnltP d-iff('rf'nt. I cannot. for the> 1ifc of 1nc, 

'C' lJCn: ~0 1 Jara1-ioll i.;; gui •g to in..:_,_·cnse !·Dpu-
lat:on. • . 

T11t' hon. l11PJnb~'-' for Roc!.;:h:unpton said 
that thr• <.Hhnini·_tration of the L~ncls Dcpnrt-
Incnt a11cl otl1cr depart ilCEt~ wn 
L:ulh-, and \\Ould ilnpro\-ed b~T ~~i\·ing 
lC'col administration in the different district', 
but he pnt forsvard no wh:'l-' thL·l'(' 
wculd be a greater 1 in CL•ntra 1 or 
I\vortbcrn Queensland of an altcra~ 
tion 1n the.• adn1inidn1tion. '.-.-arion; hon. 
HH'lllbcr·s oppos~te }J:p,-c• ttid v,·hr1t this Go~ 
Yt'l'tl nent ha Ye don('-tlv• l ';cell<'n: :--tridcs 
nwde in~ thcn1 in thP Ct ntrc , 11d ~vorth. 
Knw WQL l1ave an l1on. mnnb0r 01 ··hP o 1h0r 
side saying that nil tllnt aclruini:-:;tt·atioD 1'3 
fw1Ity, and that the Ccnhc• and th0 Xorth 
\You]d on f 'l' !Jc•ttPl' if tile: St,ltP wu.::; 

each district had its own local 

:\Ir. FORDE: Good goycrn1ne11t jn the 
Scuth is not to hP ('0ll1~1Urt0d '\\ lth c~.:.od srlf. 
f!On'rnnle .. l:. 

::\Ir. :HOORE: If we ha Ye g·ood gm·crnmcm 
in the South, the Centre and the ]\" orth will 
be compensated for an'' clicAtch·an-
tagc.:: ~ nw,y uffcr thron~h di·~.tanc from 
Brish;:u:e; but, unforturwtelv, \\"f' have not 
got a Go\'e:'nment in" tho South, and 
both :'\orth and the Centr0 are now 
cndca.Youring to get awa:~- fron1 the unfortu
nate po-it;on they hrtvc got into. 

::\1r. Bo.cxx.G: \Yho ,ays that? 

?.Jr. :\LOOHE : I say it. 

~\Jr. Br:EXXA)l': Take a diYislon. aud see 
if the I-Iou.se sa· s so. 

::\Ir. MOORE: I am not here to take a 
diYisinn. I D n1 here to give n1y vie\Yf'. I 
a:m here to shDw 1vh-.- is not for 
the b :wfit of Ouccn;.l As tct taking a 
di Yi>ion, the otlwr night the Government 
dp1jbcrntoly pre,-l.'ntc-i a diyision becau:-;e 
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1.hey .did not want to take a yotc on the 
n1otion. 
. J\lr. Knnnx: That is an awh.Jl suggestion 
To tnakc. 

}lr l\lOOH.E: The motion was talked out 
by hon. members opposite '0 that a division 
would not be take!!. So little interest was 
taken in the matter that the hon. member 
fm H.ockhampton at first could not get a 
5ocondL'l' for his motion, oven though he 
<Etlled out for someone to second it. He 
then wanted someone to move that lw should 
be gi vcn an cxten~ion of tin1c. but ho could 
not got anyone to do it for him. Xobody 
~:1 thl' IIouse ·was keen enough on the ques
tJon to do that. They all recognised that 
11: V.t' purely political propaganda for the 
c<"?nuug Federal clccbon~, <tl!d they were 
!.hsgu~tcd as much as \<.'O were that this 
Hous0 should. be made the moans for such 
a purpose as that. Hon. members opposite 
also thought that, if the hon. member for 
Rockhampton wantc·d to indulge in proga
(ianda, the proper place was in the electorate. 

Mr. Cm.r rxs : Do } ou back up the Country 
part.) in tho Federal Parliament"? 

:\Ir. I.:OORE: I back them up in anything 
I agree with. 

Mr. COLLINS: You arc now denouncing 
your leader. 

~Ir. J\IOOHE: I am not. I hav_ a right 
to glYC n1y YlCWS. If Dr. Earle Page like,', 
to aJyocatc ~cparation throughout __ \ .. ustralia, 
and he can ~hos me; it is going to bo an 
ad,·antage, I am qmte proparecl to aco.pt 
it. The hon. member for H.ockhampton 
advanced no argu1ncnt to sho\Y that there 
was gohtg to be any benefit to Quef~nJand. 
I-Ie did not ~hosv ho\v ex peP .,c~ \YPrp going 
to be reduced. He made the statement tnat 
itnmigration to Central and Northern Queens
lan-d \VOuld p1·obably be greater, anJ that 
more people wouicl sctt!o on the land, but 
hr: arlYanced no proof in support of his 
~tateniCnt. 

Jir. F'ORDE: I named other countries that 
lLd gone in for ~ubdivision. 

:\Ir. I,IOORE: A mere statement is not 
pmof. 

Mr. FmmL · I have the r1ght to l'Llt the 
·L asc for Central Quc"nsland. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: And I claim the right, also, 
to cay that I object to separation. I also 
daltn the~ right to ll0<1,

7 that the ccnditions 
~~nder which the agitation for separation 
"~~s lirst. ~turtccl were totallv difl'c: nt frorn 
'vhat thcv are to-day. Th~o Secretary for 
Hai1 \-,-ays ~ so1nc yoar~ 'ago was Yf -ry keCn on 
the CJUC tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I am keen 
on it to-day. 

:Jir. :0.rOORE: The hon. g0ntlornan is not 
n arly ,,.J keen :·s he 'yas. 

The 8ECRE'L\llY FOP. H.AIL\VAYS: Yes, I an1. 
[ do Eot g~t ;Jn opportunity of speaking 
lwcau•u hon. nH'ltJ bPrs opposite utilise tho 
\vholc tinH?. 

]Hr. :\IOORE: I will give the hon. gentle
Inan an t pportunity of discussing the n1atter 
if he has hi,, heart in it. It lies within tho 
power of this Parli<uncnt to take the fir•t 
step to get 'Yhat so1ne. hon. n1e1nbers ardently 
dl' ,jrC'. The Secretary for Raihvays was 
aricnt1~~ in favour of separation when ho 
w in oppo•ition. After the Government 

ha \:C' bc_on in office for seven years, during 
'':h•ch tmw the hon. gentleman has bc,en a. 
:\umster of the Crown for four or five voars 
hP has allowed this matter \Yhich w"as s~ 
clm'o to his heart to die out absolutelv and 
tile motion has to be moved by a p1:ivate 
tiJPmber m order to wake the :i\linister up to 
se.· whether he wants separation or not. If 
ho.n. n1em~ers opposito who have spoken on 
t~" questiOn ha-d the m:cttcr at heart, as 
tl!P} pretend to have. they could have got 
;:~" G?vernrrwnt to _take steps to grant them 
l.li' CtC' lr(' of thc:rr htart. All corts of 
"tiddlywinking·" legidation han1 boon brou~ht 
fol'\Yard. _All sorts of extrayaganccs h~ve 
b en permittc>d to go on, and we find hon. 
urcrnbers opposite arc absolutelY silent until 
a Federal election is coming o'n. It stands 
t J reason that no Cabinet that really thou~ht 
~cpal'ation in Queensland was o-oiilg to 

0

be 
for the benefit of the State wou1:1 h~vo kept 
stlcnt so Ion". I do not think separation will 
be for the benefit of the State. and I intend 
to op·poso both the am\!ndment and the 
n1otion. 

l\Ir. FLE'f'CHER (_Port Curtis): I am 
rntlwr surpn3Cd at thrs motion coming for
ward to-day, as I understood the motion 
EOtice of \\ hich ~,-.,.·as given bv the hon. rnembe{~ 
fer r:J~{n~ nsvillc, vvould haveu con1e forward £or 
rliscus-:ion. ·unfortunat\l.Y, tho Government, 
who have the regulatmg of the business 
[Jap:r, havo brought for\yard this rnotion 
rga1n. 

The PRE:m£n : TIL Strmding Orders regu
late that-not the Government. 

:'llr. FLETCHER: It was -o regulated 
last -ossion. 

The 1'RE:\1TER: Xo. The Standing Ordera 
pro:T1de thn~ Jll ·~~a.ys .set apart for privata 
busmess notices ot motion aud Orders o£ the 
Day, not beirq· Government busir:e~ 3. shaH 
t~dre rn·ecedencO on alternate eitting days. 

J\Ir. FLETCHER: I propose to support 
t~H· arnendn1cr~t, as I recognise that it is 
~~ound in prin~~ipl('. The hon. member for 
i{mkhar.tpion l-oe~ not know th, position. 
Fe ;, bchiHl tLe time·. Under the Constitu
t<(Jn to-da_ it is quite ·,-ithin the power of 
J hi' 1--Iou•,c to mo' e tha-t new States be 
(Tcatcd ia Queensland. and that \vas sho\s·n 
c; far back us 1913, when !\Ir. Adamson, the 
late. member kr Hockham11ton, moved a 
mobon ::tnnlar to tho ~nncndn1e:~t n1ovcd bv 
the hon. member for Kormanb;. At tlw"t 
tiaw, :; rcporto{1 in "1-lansard," No. cxiv., 
txcgc ,..J), ~.:r. _\damson moved-

" rrhat, ju the opinion of this House, 
the tinw lu~:l arriyod whc:n Queensland 
should be dll·ided into three State-, and 
that Central and Kortlrern Queensland 
sha_ll each be• granted a s<·paratc Consti
tutron, subject to the Constitution Act 
of the Common'."cc~lth of Anstr" lia and 
that this ;·e·.oclutio1. b·: transmit!~ 1 to 
the Lcgi-:latiYP Council for tlwir con
currence l)y JilC" .ago in the usual f-orm." 

I: is not likelv that rviL :\damson would 
htlYe mo\Tcd a~ rnotion of that kind if he 

n.s not in ord• r, under the Constitution, In 
dotng so. 

J\Ir. FoRm;: \Yas there businc oS in it' 

'1\lr. FLETCHER: Xow the hon. member 
foe Rockhamn;-ou con1c-., a1ong 2nd asks that 
I lw Conotitutinn be amended, although th0re 
is po·,yer to-day fDi' new States to be 

Jfr. Phtchcr. 1 
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created. He is onl:v seeking notoriety a.nd 
publ~city because a Federal election is coming 
on; but the electors of Capricornia \Yill know 
how to trca t him. 

A GOVER::-<>IEN1' MEi\JBER: They will put 
him in. 

Mr. FLETCHER: They will not put him 
in. They do not treat him seriously. They 
know he is unreliable and superficial, and 
this motion provu that he is unreliable. 

Mr. FORDE: I have been waking you up. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I propose to support 
th-~ urrwndmont, because it i:- 'Tery necessary 
that we Bhould ha.vo now States in Queens
land. I do not agre•: with the hon. member 
for Aubign:", who said t.hat the creation of 
now StatE'' would be a mista.ke. Queensland 
is altog-ether loo brgc a State for it to 
progress as we wcndd like to see it progress. 
Take the States of Americ.-1. \Vhy, twenty 
of them conld be put into Queensland. From 
the very day new States were formed in 
America ","e i:L\V remarkable progress, and 
I believe we would see the same progress 
here if Qncc-nslancl , , c'rc .divided into three 
States. .l:'hy·,ically, Queensland lends it3elf 
to a subdivision into three States. Our 
wat(~rcourses, raihvays. and harbours all 
indicat~ that a subdivision would be of great 
advantage. In Central Queensland we haYe 
seen the de-, elopmcnt of Rockhampton to 
the disadvantage of Gladstone, and, if we 
had a new Stat• jn Central Qucensland-a~ 
we undoubtcdlv should have-\YC would y0e 

the right thing done, and we would see 
Gladstone develop a.s it should be developed. 
\\'c haYo a remarkable harbour there-the 
sc>cond best harbour in Anstra.lia. 1\o money 
ha.; been S)Wllt on it. It is a natural har
bour. Hundrc:ds of ships can lie at anchor 
jn the harbour, and vessels drawing up to 
23 feet can come up to the w.han-es without 
any dredging. At a vcr:, little expenditure 
on the building of ~~vharvcs \VC could accom
rnodate a,ny number of vcs . .;Pls there to-da_'.-. 
B,Y reclamation >VC could pro.-ide some very 
fine lttnd for bnilcling \VUrf l·1onsos. The 
assets that would be created bv this reclama
tion -would nav for the cOn.:truction of 
whancs and' for developing the harbour 
generaJly. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Thew had to bring a boat 
from Gladsione to Port Alma the other day 
to fini'h loading. 

:\Ir. FLETCHER : The prc,ent Govern
n1ent, r1 well as other Gov0-rnn1cnts, have 
nc,;lccted Gladstonc and developed Rock
hampton harbours be- spending OY"r a million 
of money on them. :C-Tot.wit.hstanding that, the 
harbour dues and wharfage rates are most 
cxrwmiv.' at Rockhampton. They charge 
6._,- Bel. per ton on in,·,-ard cargo and 5s. on 
onward carp:o, whereas in Gladstonc we could 
charge ls. pr r ton and m ab the board pay. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Thn t is not correct. 

Mr. FLETCHER: O-ring to the expensive 
cost of running the 11ockhainpton bRrboun:;, 
they have to charge these exorbitant rutcs tn 
try and pay their way; but tlwy still rnn into 
debt. They owe somdhing like £400.000 to 
the Government to date. During the last 
three years they ha vo not even pa.id interest 
and redemption. Something like £23,000 was 
('On~olidatPd two years ago, and the Pren1ier 
has nnw gone further and lont them £10,000, 
provided they pay interest; but, if interest 
is not paid, there is no penalty. That is 
tantamount to saying, "You need not pay 

[Mr. F'letcher. 

up unless you like,". and under existing 
circun1stancos there IS no chance of its, 
eYcr boin~~ repaid. It is unpractica1 and 
Hnsound, and the Premier knows it; but he· 
has got the Rockhampton members to assist 
him, and he wants to protect them in their 
electorates. If we had a ceparate Govern
ment in Central Queensland, these things 
would not obtain, We would endeavour to 
do the right thing, and look after our 
finances, and see that they arc controlled in 
a proper n1anner; but, under control from' 
Brisbane, the Governnwnt ·do not care what 
happens in Central or 1\orthcrn Queensland. 
\Yith thrc'e States, you would SE'c immense 
d· \'clopmcnt, because the people thero would 
iako more interest in mattprs. They would 
probably get better men to stand for 
Parliament. 

GoVERN1IENT i'v1EMBERS: He;u, hear ! and. 
laughter. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Central Queensland 
could Le rnado into an irnmonsoly rich State. 
I haYe no doubt that ,,cpar.ttion will come 
in the near future. It is quit.c inlpossible
to thl11k tha -1 Wt~ an: going to carry on as "\Ve 
a re doing to-day 'vith n n j1nmense Stat~, 
the le'tislation for which is passed down m 
one corner of the State. Some hon. members 
know rwthing about the Staie, for they have 
ncn·r tr 'veiled throug,hout it. 

The PRE1TIER : They are on that side. 

1\Il-. FLETCHER: They are on the hon. 
gL·Htlcmnn's side, too. l-Ion. rncrnbors repre
.-Jentlng the Darling Downs have spent a lot. 
of lime in travelling over the whole of the· 
Slat., I have had an oppmtnnity of travel
liug over the State, aud I know its 
pet ntialitieo .. 

The PrrniiER : The deput:,' loader of your 
pad:- has ne,·er been north of Gympie. 

:.\ 1 r. FLETCHER: That is an argument 
in favour 0f nevv States. The resources in 
=-'otlhern_ Queensland arc just as great as in 
Smtthcrn Qm~nsland, but the people do not 
Fd' the 'ctme opportunit:,' of developing them. 
1t ,·ancl,; to rt':"on that the greatest de.-elop
r~<:•nt \\-ill take place where the scat of 
Gm-Nnmcnt is situated. '\Yhen a former 
n. mbcr for Hockh>tmpton, the la.tc Mr. 
_\damson, n1oycd his motion in favour of 
~purR..tion, there was a division taken, and 

t::8 follov.-ing hon. members voted in support 
o[ it :-~,r, <rs. Adamson, Barber, Fihelly, 
Fo]c,-, G\illies, Grant, Hardaere, Huxham, 
2\Iay, Lonnon, R,·an, and Theodore. There 
• re se;·eml of those hon. members here 

to-da'-, including the Prernier, and it ·would 
be moet interesting to see how thev stand 
now. They sccy they have not changed their 
Yic>vs: but how is it that thcv allowed a 
private 111Cn1b::1~ to introduce this n1otion? 
\\'hy did the Gon)rnment not introduce it? 

The PRE>IIER: I will tell vou whv the 
Prcn1ier dicl not n1ovc it-bec~usc it was a 
private n1en1ber's n1otion on priv.1te members:
day. 

:\Ir. FLETCHER: But why did the hon. 
gentleman not bring it in Rs GovernmLnt 
bnsiness? He voted for it before. \\'hen 
the hon. member for Rockhampton brought 
it forward last week, the Government evaded 
a diYision as thev did. not want one. But it 
leads us n~wherc ;t nresent. Private n1embers' 
day generally, so f,;r as I can see, is a. farco. 
H~n. members do not tako it seriously, and 
that is why I did not speak upon the motion 
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last week. I had no intention of speaking 
to-da:•, but as it has been brought forward, 
I wish to state mv views. I am in full accord 
with the separation mo,·ement. 

The PRE1IIER: You are a well-known 
separationist-you separated yourself from the 
='i ationalists. 

Mr. FLETCHER : I am glad tho Premier 
has mentioned that, as it will enable me to 
correct a \vrong in1prcssion straight away. 
At the last election I announced on the plat
fonn on several occasions, in ans\ver to ques
tions, that, if I was elected, I would join 
the Country party. That \Hts annom!ced in 
the Press, and I would not be honourmg my 
pledge if I did not join the Country party. 

Mr. FOLEY: ·what is the difference between 
them? 

Mr. FLETCHER: The difference is that 
the Country party roprc,ent the country seats, 
and the National party the cit.y seats. 
(Government laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\ES (flulimba) : If I 
were to reply to the hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat., the Speaker would 
probably pull me up, and say that the dis
cussion was irrelevant. The point that has 
impressed me in connection with this matter 
is that up to a certain stage we have scarcely 
treated it with sufficient seriousness. I do 
not know whether it is due to the fact that 
many members of the Hou,e--probably on 
both sides-have an impression that there 
has been nothing very serious in the motion, 
but rather a desire on the part of an hon. 
member who may some day, if ho live> long 
enough, be the Commonwnlth Prime Minis
ter, and he has probably certain ambitions. 
I was in Rockhampton recently, and I found 
that in connection with this matter the hon. 
member has a number of workP>·s. \Ye all 
know that the hon. member for Rockhampton 
is a ladies' man. (Laughter.) They say that 
there is no one. \Vho is hanging up his hat 
to so many ladles ns the hon. 1nember for 
Hockhampton, and I want to say from my 
personal observatlon tha,t, ~onlcho-.,v. not onl.v 
has ho succeeded in captivating what :-ou 
might call the ~ oung women of Brisbane at 
the expense of Hockhampton. but he has 
succeeded in captivating the old ladies. I 
found, when speaking in Rockhampton. that 
he had as one of bis "barrackcrs" thero an 
ancient lady. I do not know how ho managed 
to woo her successfully: but. apparently. he 
has been succe,·sful in that direction. for on 
this particular matter, she got up and put 
certam questions to me. The hon. member 
for Rockhampton made a misstatement the 
other day "hen he told this House that, 
when the lady put the question to me in 
Hockhampton, I was snuffed out and sat 
down. That is not correct.. This satellite
this young, young lady of about sixty--

C\Ir. FoR DE: Don't cast any 1 eflections. 

Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES: I am s,llTV if she 
is the hon. gentleman's chi· f lad::_- and I 
a pologis<· on that score. This :·oung lady 
of s1xty told rnc that in 1913 I voted against 
separation on the motion introduced by Mr. 
Adamson. I to:-cl her that probablv was 
correct. She then asked ''"hv. if I' lm·ed 
Rcckhampton '" much, and lm-'ed the CE'ntral 
district so much, I ,-oted against separation. 

The PREMIER: That was a very pertinent 
question. 

HoN. W. H. BARKES: I answered it 
just as pertinently. I mid, " The lady has 

furnished ihe answer herself. It is because 
I love this district so much." 

The PRE;\IIER: I am sure that was not 
received with applause. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Let us get dGwn 
to bedrock in this matt-er. What is really 
behind this resolution? A certain hon. 
member goes into other constituencies and 
discovers that there is a lock wanted on the 
door of a school. He writes down to the 
depr,rtment, and the department write back 
and say that the lock will be put on the door 
of the school. Then the hon. gentleman gets 
a paragraph put in the columns of the local 
newspaper s~ying that the lock is going to 
ho put on the door of the school, and e'.ery
thing is all right. 

Mr. FORDE: That is not true. I am not 
going to turn people down because they are 
represented by a Tory. 

HoN. W. I-I. BARNES: If am·one likes to 
look through the files of the Rockhampton 
"Bulletin." they will see that what I say is 
correct. 'l'hc hon. gentleman has an idea 
that when these things are published the 
people will say that there is at least one 
man who is going to be the saviour of 
Queensland. and that man is the hon. mem
ber for Rockhampton. I am not mi,,stating 
the ense when I say that the hon. member 
for Rockhampton has announced that he is 
going to be a c mdidate for the Capricornia. 
electorate in connection with the Federal 
House. 

::\lr. CoLI.INS: He will win by a majoritv 
of 3,000. ' 

I-IoN. W. H. DARNES: The hon. member 
for Rockhampton thinks this is splendid 
material for him to get in, and he thinks 
he will succeed in winning Capricornia. 

1\Ir. Cor.LINS: Of cour,e, he will. 

Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Bowen is sornctirncs verv s0rious. but he 
knows that the hon. Ill ember' will not "succeed, 
because, if it were in order, I would my that 
there is a better man running against him. 

Mr. FORDE: I-Ie left the Labour party and 
went to your party, and that is why you say 
he is a better man. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The question this 
1-Iouse has to consido1· is: Is separation going 
to be of advantage to Queensland or other
wise? I might point out that on previous 
occasions this question was not made a party 
one. I notice that on the occasion when I 
voted against the motion I was in V<'l'Y good 
company. I find, Mr. Speaker, that I was in 
your company voting against the motion. 1 
was also in the companv of the late Mr,. 
Bowman and the late Mr. 'Hamilton, and Mr. 
Gilday, the hon. member for Ithaca, also> 
voted against the motion, and :Mr. vVin
stanley. Judging from the standard of the 
other side and this side, I was in very goocl 
company on that occasion. No one will say 
that you an~ in bad company when you arc 
in the ccmpany of the present Speaker. 
(Laughter.) Members will rea!i,e that this 
is a big question. The deputy leadN of 
the Oppooition touched the very kernel of 
the business when he asked what ·;·as g-oing 
to be best for Queensland. During thl' 
advocacv of federation we were told that 
the rost of govcrn1nent \Vas going to be 
Yery materially reduced; bnt v·c know that 
the cost of government has not been reduced. 
\Ve know that it has been increased vcn 
largely. I am prepared to admit that in 

Hon. TV. H. Ban~es.] 
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some directions fedPration was absolutely 
necc~·;_ary; but \Ye find ourselves to-dav us a 
State whipped in a ''ay that few Sbte3 have 
been whipped by fcdnation. \Vc find our
selves so closely linked with the other States 
ir, the deyclopment of this country that, in 
my judgment. it would be a huge mistako 
t<J cut up Qtwonsland into small States. I 
think it would be an umYisP thing for this 
~House to agree to a motion of this kind. The 
Homo SccrPtary, by interjection this after
noon, sflid that thoro was nothin~ in tho 
Inotion. The 1notion is more fireworks. The 
Hom<' Secretary <lid not >clv it was fireworks, 
but I say so. It is introduced for the pur
pose of ga-ining influcnre for a certain hon. 
;:-entloman in a corta in district. Like the 
dqmty loadC'l' of the Opposition, I am going 
t.o vo't0 against tho amonrlment and also 
agaimt the motion, lwcausr; I do not think 
ic would be in the interests of Queensland 
to support either. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
•omitted (Jfr. Peterson's amendment) stand 
~Jart of the question-put; and the House 
<~iYided :-

1\Tr. Barber 
Brennan 
Bulr:;ock 
Collins 

,, Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Ooyne 
Dash 
l)pacon 
Dunstan 
Frrricks 
Foley 
Forfie 
Gil(lav 
G11lie~ 
Glr-::lson 
Hartley 
Huxham 

.;\YE~, 38. 
11r .• Toner;, A. J. 

Kirwan 
Land 
T.arcombr 
1\if'Conwack 
::\{oore 
Mull an 
Pavne 
PeD,sC' 
rnll0ck 
T•ionlan 

.. liynn 
~'mitl: 

.. ~'topfonl 
T~lf'O(lorr 
\Yrir 

.. \\-ellington 
'\\~iJs:~n 

\.YinBtanley 
Tr::lers: Mr. Moo re and 1\'fr. Pease. 

i\Tr. Appd 
Barnrs, G. P. 
Bnnws, \.V. H. 
nel)bington 
RPll 
P.rand 
C·1,ttf'rmull 
cln,·ton 
Cors~"r 
f1osh"'1lo 
T<'dwArcls 

, Elphinstono 
Ore('n 
,T .• Tones 

NoEs, 27. 
l\Ir. Kerr 

Kin'"~' 
:\faX~vC'll 
M organ 
:-;ott 
T'Pterson 
"PdriP 

,, TiohC'rts, .T. H. C. 
,. nn1)('rts, T. H. 

~"'i7.f'T 
Ynwlf's 
Walker 
\Varrcn 

71 er7er.>~: l\Ir. Kcrr and }fr. Rizrr. 

P,r,nlnd in the affirmative. 

0rjr·inn1 que«tion-(Jlr. Fnrrlt'R m.otion)
r-u t a nrl passf'{l. 

l'BOl'OSED REDUCTTON OF MINIS
TERIAL AND 1\IE:\TBF:RS' ALLOW
~\NCES AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
SALARIES. 

Mr. GRF:EX (7'o11'1lS• illt). in moving-
" That, in Yicw of the Arbitration 

Conrt haYin;; Clecidcd that. owing to the 
rrdur<:d co~1~ of }iy]ng, the baslr wago 
"honld be r"duced by approximately 10 
TlC'r r0nt.. thi;;< HonsP n pproycs of thP 
r0dnction of ::\linistr>-rial and n• 0 111hf'"!':::.' 

rd1olvnncPs to a sirnila!~ t"Xtf'nt. FurthC'r, 
thot the so lories of all officials ontsirlP 
nw SCO[W of the A rhtrotion Court shonlcl 
h0 lik('wi:3C' considC'rPd"-

·icl: At the prcs•~nt time I am not, nor 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

haYc I cycn been, an n.ch·orato of low \Vag-es 
nr of a reduction in the standard of living 
in an:v :;phcrP of labour; and, I fell sure, that 
all the rrwn1hers sitting· on this ~idP f'an tnakc 
th" same claim successfully. \Ye contend 
thnt, \vith rnorc efficient I~anagcn1e'1t and 
strict economy, wo can in1prDYD the condition 
of affairs "' that it will rdlnct iteelf. not 
only upon those can·yjng on the industrial 
work of the community. but also npoo thoso 
employed by th0 Go.-ernmcnt. The rnason 
for introducing- thi~ 1notlon is that we kno\v 
lhat the ".'\rbitrat'on Court fnr somo time 
nast has bPcn dealing with wa~.(C'', throughout 
the Stat,, in various sphert>s of labour. and, 
nwing to the fact that tlw basic cud of living 
l1as br-on r0duc0d) the court has low0red 
according-ly the basic v.'agc. In some cases 
a reduction has bc·cn nucclo to the extent 
of 10 per cent. My contention is that 
in this matter we must h:' honourable 
and honest flnd just, not oulv to ounelves 
but a !so to the )Wople we rPp~·osont; and if 
we clnln1 that the co,,t Df ljying bas been 
n•dueod. as the Arbitration Court holCls it 
has, then I sav. u~equiyoc>tll:·, that it is 
onl.\~ rir;ht and jnst that men occunying hifth 
positi01is ~uch a::-; n1cnlbcrs Df Pa rlinn1ent, 
and drawiug high salaries, should he prc
n rPd to ~nffc·r a r00ndion in con1m0n •,;vith 
fho~e \Yho do not dra'v ~uch high pa_v. On 
2nd Octob0r. 1919, the tncsoi't Secretary foT 
Rai1wa> s, ::.VIr. Larc·ombc. initintrd the Con
stitution Act Amendment Bill C"'o. 2) to 
incrpnso the payment of mPrnbers from £300 
tCJ £800 a year. I would like to moke clear 
mv attitude in ror;nrd to that increasl'. \Vith. 
out hesitation. I saY that. I would haYe 
orposcd t }w jncrC'aS~ ~~C~:l[{ lll:' de in the 
lnrt;;nr-r in which it V,'iHi. I rlain1 tl1at the 
Premier of th~ State ~hould 0ither bave 
enunciated PF<:h a l1ropo ·al in his policy 
~pPt rh. 01· ~,}1nuld hn,·e b~,:•n prPpured to 
:-.ubn1it jt to the pronlP ln· rPft•rer.dum. Ol' 

hP shonltl haYP bN'n !1l'Cpa>·cd to submit it 
to th0 _\rbitration Court. 

}lr. D'sn: Y nu rlr''W £'100 as l\Iayor of 
TownsYillo. and £100 in addition. 

l\Ir GREEX: And T hen' s:Jcnt in six 
months £100 ov<'r the £WO I draw in twelyo 
.il10YJt"!i'. 

:\Jr. T'OLLOCK: \Yould 1·on take a referen
dum of the people as to what you should 
charge for your dJ"ug-s? (Laughter.) 

:Mr. GREEN: I hold that the increase 
was quite justifiable-that the members of 
this House, if the'· are worth tbeir positions, 
·y·pre worth the salar:v or allowance, vvhich
eYcr :vou l ikc to call it, of £500 a :vear, 
especially "·ith the increased cost. of liYing 
at that time. Bnt I ahsolutelv disagree 
\Vith tho nutnncr in \Yhjrh it was carried. 
I sav that 0vm·v r11an. \YhPther a politician 
or OthPr'1,·i~:-.., i,~ \V;)rtllY of }1is hire. On 
iHtg0 122:7 of" 1Tan~nrd'' of 1919. the pr,--c;('Ylt 
Sf'crctar'/ for RaihYn~·" ,erayc tlH"' rr>.,.,rns for 
asking for th€' incrcas0rl sa]arif's for n1eln
bers. The first was the increased cost of 
living; and as bearing out th,\t fact, he 
bUbrnj1-tc·d to the ITonsc a crnnparison of 
\\ ag~s and th0 incr0::tf;r;;; \Vl1lch had lJccn 
grant<'rl lwtwe0n 1896 and 1917 to artisans 
in Yarion::; S11h0rcs of labour. 

Further thfln that, he argued that, on 
account of tho increased cost of living, the 

purchasing power of a sovereign 
[4.30 p.m.] had decreased. Tho hon. mem

br-r for Oxlev interi<'cted, " Do 
)11'.l]JOCe i:J JT•~JUCO •> the salaries when 

< r' t of living comes down? " That 
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"''a-:; a -;·er~ pn:ngcnt interjection. The 
11In1stor, in l'cply, said-

" I do not like this anticipatory stvlc 
of argument. I think we should deal 
with eYery point as it arises." 

In support of hi<'< contention. the Minister 
quotoJ Adam f"miih"s "\Vealth of Nations" 
r~ l{arding nominal "\Yages as theY wero 
affected by rhe purchasing power of a sove· 
reign. In jnstice and fairness to' those pcop]e 
?utsidc Vi'ho haYo 1Htd their 1vagcs reducnd, 
1f we contend that such a redudion is neces· 
sary. we shoul c1 be prepared to set an 
example and reduce our own GaJaries. The 
judge"; '· ho pn side over tho Arbitration 
Court haye dcrbred thgt the coct of living 
has gone down. If that is so. the purchasing 
po\vcr of a sovorPign has inrrcased. A day 
or two previous to the meeting of this Pal:, 
liamcnt the Pr0mier intimated tha;t the 
finance::. ,-.-,~ere in rathec a ba.d vvay, and that 
they would have to be carefully watched. 
He foreca<t the necessitv for a reduction 
and it was stated in the· Press that he had 
offen'd a reduction of 5 per cent. to the 
public servants in order to enable the Govern
ment to balance the ledger. If the figures 
published in the Southern and local papers 
ar" correct. dw number of Government 
employees . in Qu~enslaud is 35,349, and 
the salanc's received bv them amount 
to £6,959.704: 5 per 'cent. on which 
wo~1ld amecmt to £347,985. The present 
athtudc of the Go,·en,ment is contradictory 
to the propnganda i•·sucd bv the Labour 
party in da\"~ gone bv, when thev were 
attemptiJOg to obtain possession of the Go
vernment bonclw .. In one of their pam
p.hlets. which was 'igned b:-· Lewis McDonald 
and Cuthbn·t Dntler. thev said that "Re
trenchment is z!c'~pera to Hnnncc." Bv pro
posing this rerluction of 5 per cent. they arc 
adoptin(_{ the YC'l"- n1ethods 'Nhich thev con
demned in com1ertion -.,·ith previous Admin
istrations. \Vhy is thi~ reduction necessary • 
Tlw Prcmi< r stated that it wr.s necessar: 'in 
order to balance the ledgPr. " 

The HoME f'ECRETARY :' Do you think it 1s 
necessary? 

Mr. GREEX: I cm not administering the 
'State at the present time. \Vith greater 
,-flici('Dt, and !('""'.;; wrtstrfnlnP~_ .. , the Sbtc 
could haH• on without re~ching the 
financial ls io at the prPBcnt tirnc. 
Let mn point out soJne of the \Yastcfulncs~ 
,,~hiC'h hr1f' f'fl1h3Cd th],-: rcdnC'tlun to b(~ ncccs
Bnrv. Thel'c arc lvh:ili:::tcrial a1lo\Yanccs. 
Hol1. mcn1bc•rs {)ll this -Llr h·"vc in the 
past moved for r''turn sho·n ing the an1or-nt 
'PC'nt en th< · but have not 
been able to liov-
<'H'l', in the report. for 1920 
we find n 1·o r,h-:• PrPlYliPr· ~ cxpendi-
tnr(l nn tn ~ h~· old <'fltlntr-.-. Aft:-•r 
tliP naYment _of !ravellinr,- and hotel.cxp0nscs. 
a-r1d cver_,~tbJn~ else•. t1v!rc \Ya:s r~, sum of 
£1,007 for th" Pren1icr lJcr~onally as a 
trav.-.lliug J.l10'' nee. ThP'>C n1i.nistcrial 
allowt~nct " ~hould he- cut off lv•for0 anv:·hino· 
chc is tcucl:ed. If tr~velling- and ~)Ut-of 
pocket ar: p(\id. ~1inist(•r;;; ran \TrY 

\'·:ell do th0 two g-ainca" a <h:v v;-h1ch 
the:v dra\v n·way frnn1 thc~r offi-c0'' in 
OtH~cn·land the thn:c guine-a-: a da-..: w·b!ch 
th0~.· dra\v tr :\Te]~inr;- out~id0 the' StatQ. 

Th,, HmrE SECRETARY: That is not correct. 

=\rr. GHEE::\: Last scc·slon Elertora,l Com
n:iEsiPnC'l'S ly·c•rc Q[Jpojyttcd to go into the 
qnc:_,tion of the redistribution of ~eat~ 
throughout Queensland. They were relieved 
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of their ordinary "'sork; but there vyas ample 
nwncy to pay those n1cn, not onlY their 
ordinary sa!ari.·s. but a.n additional 200 
guineas-cvidrntly because they had car
ried out their \\'ork to the satisfaction of 
the Admini·.La.tio:1. \Vo have a Public 
VVorks CJmtnissioll \Yhich has been o·oing fril" 
five years. I do not kno>v \vhat ''~ork the~ 
have carried out, but \\'e ilnd from the 
Auditor-General's r·:.'port that in ftYC vcars 
that Conun;,sion has cost the State £1l,,-07. 
So far as ( can SC'"\ thnt rnonev has l::Pen 
\\'astcJ. The Audit-or-General's 'report also 
show'. that the printing and ·diCJtribution of 
the Lieutcnnnt-GoYcrnor's political speech of 
1920 cost .£2.372. Then we come to Stab' 
cnrcqn~] The cn1plo_y .<es of thP Stato arc 
~ -,k(~c[ to suffer a rc'chwtion in order to n1ake 
up D debit on State enterprises EU1lount,ing to 
£115,753, \vhich has tended considerably to 
bring about !he deficienc: which exists. My 
contenbon ie. that. if ~~-Te had efficiency, 
economy, and cnreful n1anagcrnent-if extra
vagances "\V(·rc don:.• a -...va v with-thcro ·would 
he no neceesitv to touch" tho salaries of the 
public servants. 

Mr. DASH: Why did you reduce the wages 
of the council employees in Townsville? 

::Vfr. GREEN: The council did not ask 
fur any r('duction in "\Vag-es. 

Mr. DASH : The council went to the Arbi
trat.ion Court for a rCduction. 

::\Ir. GH.EEN: The comwil did not. The 
council absolutely refuspd to sign a consent 
to g·o to the Arbitration Court. 

?>Ir. DASH: Yon reduced the wage,. 
'-Ir. GlU~E:\: I am quite prepared to facP 

th" \Vorkcr:; uf TownsYillc a11d allo\Y then1 to 
judgt~ of rny action to~·,ards thf'tn. The hon. 
llH.:rnh~r for :\JuLdingburra know how the 
worl\:( ~-i of th' To~,Yni'i\·ille City Co:.uJ·il have 
he-en trerrtc.rl u11dcr rn:· jurisdiction. 

The l-IO}IE SECRETARY: You, as mayor of 
,._.f.1o\'nlsvill0, rPduccd their wao-cs in accord-
ance \vith the a1.\ ard. o 

Mr. GHEEK: Full considcrution should 
be given to the case of everv individual 
public senant before the GoYe~n,ncnt make 
any rC'dnrhon. l\lany of the Lmployces in 
this State haYc had their whg-e· reduced by 
h,1Ying th~ir inCTc .•,c•rl. It practi· 
cnlly laid do,,·n the Department Public 
Instn1ction that eic.htecn to !went"' scholars 
were ufficiC'nt for ~;ne t~:achcr, but~ the num
ber has nov:- b2cn incrca~~d to practicall:v 
forty scholars. Is that not a reduction and 
an incrca,ed burclc>1 which has bee'" placed 
upon the teachers to the detriment of the 
:-:chnlar~? ~I an~ of the cn1plo~ s in the 
ra1lwtly -,orks!Jop }l<lVC been Oy a. 
Cl'rt:1ln mnnbl~l' c~n· -' v,ork ill r 1_,(' k 
Cl' L':tc1~ [cl T~1is. ~Hls probably l1r:• •n 
l'( r"-)n::.1b:c- fo" a r·uuct·ton of vvar.:~~s 

·:.-n!·d to an amnunt bc•lO\\~ th.-: wag-e. 
,hr·r' arc n1a1r.~ 0rrullo','i'C'S tlv."'. 

~C'rYi( f:' ·who aJ 1 •• not ~rc-C~ivinc:: suffi
jn comp ~rlson with th' rcqlOlEibilities 

the poEiitiou the~v arP occup:-ing. \Vhllst 
therc: wern manv \Yho \vent to tho Arbitrati0n. 
( 1nrt who n.2oiYecl i.r..:.creascs, there \YCJ~~ 

\Vho 1\rcre prcparr d to go to the Arb1-
Co·1rt but \, ho wcrn }Hcventcd from 

cn~ug to the coJrt. and diPrcfore did not 
C'nJOV nn Cf;UDJ ad\'antag-e with tho,,fl \ ho 
rprei,·cd t.hc incl _·-;;os. lJndcr thr·c;:,(' circtnn-
:-,ancc,'"' I clalm that consideration ,..hould 

Le giYcn jndi·ddual c 1 SC'S ratht?r than that 
":holesalc rr•rluction ;d:wuld teke pLcc through
out the public sen,icrc. I have worded the 
scrond portion of rny motion very carefully 

Jlr. Green. 
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for that reason. If the employees arc given 
consideration in every rE·'pect, th?n I feel sure 
that there \vill be no dissatisfaction as a rc.,ult 
of the Government's action. The Govern
ment are responsible for the administration 
of the affairs of the State. The only oppor
tunity wo have of discussing these matters 
is on private members' day. V\i...-hatevor we 
do, we should look at the matter from a 
b1·oad, fair-minded, ju"t, and honourable 
standpoint; and whatever is decided upon 
nnclcr such circurnstanccs I feel sure it will 
eau·;.) the worker'., of UL· Stat~ to feel that 
hon. 1non1ber.3 are standing loyally bchin·~~ 
thcn1 and st.anding to then1. 

l\Ir. ;yrOORE (,1ub'uny): I desire to second 
the motion submitted by the hon. member 
for Tmvnsville-. The position that is upon 
us to-c!a v affords evidence of the b1·oken 
plC'dgc·, ~:Jf tho GoYcrnrnent. The Govcrn
rnPnt sncaln~d into po>,·er last tin1c through 
ach-ocating tLat there ~hou1d bo no retrench
n1cnt. Tin1o a ftcr tin1e ho:!l. n1en1bcrs on 
the other side had gone to their electorates, 
and pamphlets had been publichcd saying 
that there wonld be no retrenchment, and 
that the Labour GoYcrnmcnt \Yas a GoYorn
rnent st-lnding bctwce11 tho workers and 
rotrt'nehniCnt. 1\ow we find that tht v have 
con1e along \Vith a rnodified form of rc1:rench
rncnt, and that deflation has been going on 
for the last hYo years. Since the private 
ernplorer. have made applications to the 
Arbitration Court, CYery hon. member oppo
site has stated that there is a. capitalistic 
conspiracy to " do;n1 " the \vorkcrs and 
rc•ducc wages. \Vo find that the Go·cernment 
have now joined in that con;:pinw,-. The 
position has been forced upon thorn" b)' tho 
prO'<'nt stal-e of finances. The Government 
recognisc·'ll that when t.hov \Ycnt to thr~ )_rbi
tration Court the firct time. TheY were then 
doing a fair thing. But. not,~·ithstanding 
all tlwir election promises aml talk, the>' 
ha vo to rccogni_:_~c the po.sition as it exists 
to-dav. Aftc'r alL the Government arc the 
trust~C's of the public funds. and it is their 
duty-and I suppose they recognis'c it, too
to get as 1nuch as they can for the money. 
It is their duty to got efficient sorvico for 
the people. They have now tak0n the bull 
by the horns and ha ,·e started at the top 
of the troo-\dlich is the right place-and 
have reduced hon. members' salaries by 5 
pt'r cent. \Vhcn there \Yas an increase in 
the cost of living, it wets only right that 
bon_. n1mnbcrs sho11-Jd enjoy an increase in 
thorr allowances, the same as a.ny other 
person. but v.e know that the cost of living 
ha,s come down, and it is only right that 
hon. members' salariec should bo reduced 
accol:'dingly. There will not bo one single 
objector to that on this side of the House. 

Mr. PEASE: \Vould yon make it retrospec
tive? (Gowrnment laughter.) 
. Mr. :\lOORE: I do not bc!icye in retro
spective legislation of any sort, although we 
haYc had. unfortunately, to submit to it in 
this Chamber. On every occa•ion when retro
spective l0gislation ha~ boon introduced I 
have spoken and voted against it. 

The second portion of the motion reads-
. . . This House approYos of the 

reduction of :Ministerial and members' 
allowances to a similar extent. Further, 
that the salaries of all officials outside 
the scope of the Arbitration Court should 
be likewise considered." 

The hon. member for Townsville had a verv 
distinct object in view in wording the motion 

[2lir. Green. 

in that way. He recognised that ther<' \YOrk· 
a uumbcr of public '•ervants out.;ido thP 
".\rbitration Court who did not rocoivP 
incrc~se' in accordance ·with the incr.c'asc in 
the cost of living. The hon. necmbcr thinks 
just as I think} that every circtunstance 
5hould be taken into cDnsideration when. 
wag-es and salaries are being reduced. 1\fany 
public servants may have been receiYing 
during the last few yeah a k·ser amount 
than they should have recPiYed, and the: 
should not be subjected to the same re-duc
tion as others who have rereiY('-d increases. 
A largo number of public s'-~ryants ha·\ e very 
onerous work to carry out, and they arc 
put into positions carr:,ing a great deal of 
responsibility, and n1any o£ t.hos(j n1en havo 
not recci\-ed the increases that others have 
had; and, \Yhcn a reduction in r:alaries is 
to take place, all tlwso ruatlcrs should bo 
taken into ac ·onnt before a. d(:eisiun 1s 
arriYed at. 

l\Ir. DASH: Th•' motion says that it dwulcl 
apply to all. 

Mr. }IOORE: The motion ·,·as drawn un 
very carefully with a definite purpo<e so tha't 
all circumstances should be taken into 
acconnt. \Yhy should the GoYemment adopt 
a flat rate and say th<Jt every 1)ublic 2crvant 
should be reduced by 5 per cent., or what
l'Y0l' it nul v be? The GoYcrnnlcnt havD uot 
done the ~right thing, bPcav~e thl'.Y hav~ 
broken their pledges. If they want to do 
\\·hat they <aid they 'Ycre not going to do. 
then it is up to thorn to ha,-c an election and 
tell the electors what they arc going to do. 
:\Iembers of the Government made the definite· 
statement before the last election that they 
\Yore going to stand betv.-oon the workers and 
rctrcnclunent. 

JVIr. DASH: \V ill you support a · traight-out 
fixation of a basic wage by this Parliament? 

}fr. ;<.lOORE : I o,m not talking about 
any haeic wage at all. vYo are not talking 
about the "\rbitration Court at all; we are 
talkin~ about a reduction in the salaries of 
1)'.lb1ico SPrvants '' ho arc outside the .. Arbitra
~1un Court, and Ine1nbcrs sitting on the Go
n~rnrnent side gave a distinct pledge brfore 
the' came into this House that they would 
star1cl betw0en the workers and any 1·oduction 
ill ,vagcs. If they had not. given that pledge, 
theY would not haYe got back, and ,,-ould not 
ha,:o had the opportunity to do an>.-thing-. 
They ccune here because they gaYe a d1sbnct 
pledge that there \YOuld b:' no retrPnchmcnt 
and no .d_cfla6on, and TIO\V. vvhen the:,~ .fnld 
thf'V haY got into an a-,d~w-ard sjtuat.Ion, 
th(•y crawl do~,·n and break their ple-dge.~. 
Qui.tc recently wo had the hon. mcmb r for 
'\Ionnt }1organ e.po1;kmg m the Market 
Square .. when he said- . 

" He regretted that the worlong clacces 
of Brisbane, at such a critical period, 
were so apathetic that they did not think 
f1t to make a large and effective demon
stration that night. Had there been a 
largo gathering of workers. he would have 
hkcn the risk and told them that they 
should call upon their Labour representa
tive' in Parliament to say that they were 
going to have an inquiry into the basic 
wage in Qucensland-that the court that 
had giyen a decision such as that pro
nounced in the ::Vlount :!Ylorgan case was 
not a proper tribunal to deal with such 
cases and to ask for a free and indepen
dent 'tribunal. In his opinion, there wa. 
a groat world-wide conspiracy to reduce 
wages. In New South Wales, the Board 
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of Trade had reduced the basic wage from 
£4 5s. to £4 2s., but the Labour Govern
ment had held up the decision. He hoped 
that the Queensland Government would 
not take second place to any other Labour 
Government on a que-tion of that kind." 

\Ye have heard all sorts of statements of the 
san1e kind, and does it i1ot secn1 an extraor
dinary thing that hon. members should go 
back on a distinct pledge such as that without 
facing their conctituents? It seems to mu 
that it is not playing the ga .. Jo. I recognise 
that the finance.:5 of the cunntr · c.ro in a bad 
way; but, IYhen thP Tn·a~· ,~re~· last ye<-d' 
uu icipated a deficit oi £450,000 odrl, it W.ts 

· no<;: btu;ine::.::;-like uf hin1 to rnako no provi·,.ion 
, meet it. He hould haYc done the same 

<b a private individual would have done. If 
a businecs man found that he could not square 
tlH' lf'dger, he \\·ould look round to see 
v,:hpthcr he could cco110rnisc in ;.;omc wa\·, 
and <-~scert.ain there IY('l'C not soniC' 
lt ,,b which could •topped. Ho would 
iinc1 out probabb- thg,t ruany of hi-.; cxpon c~ 
had bv n brought about by pro pent_. and 

Hut rc<1ll:; \\'hr'n the Home 
wa~ on th..._• Police Super-

annuaticn Bill v, 1r lw :-'l],ll that 1110ll: 
aftc·r cujoyin -. a c(:·r:: ~in amount of pro.;3-
pcrity acquired tast1_ -~ which \VE'l'C reallY 
not IH "C· , lH1 th:tt thPV 1YDH!d have tO 
alter t 1-wse if the lll~·~;;;sit~T \Ye 
h<-~vc had all ~arts of 
n11d llO doubL if the 
rouud, they \vould are 
man\ a1 --Juil'l'd ta-te.; 111 connection with 
1vhich thev cnul1l ·ll.Yt' nP enorn1on.-< an'lonnt 
of tnonev~ Look nt the tunount of rnoncy 
lc,,t on State ent~rprisc ', The pnblic have 
to carr,' that lo '· Look at the amount lost 
on acc'Ount of their clay-la,bour policy. I 
have givcu ex:an1ples tin1c after tin1o \Yhere 
n101L~\~ ('Oulcl have been :--avctl if 1vork had 
been iet bv conb·act. I can gi,·e two examples 
-.- h-ich {Jcc~rrcd in ntv own cloct0rat0. In one 
instanr" the Dc1Jartmrm for Public \Yorks 
cotimatNl the cost of pulling down and 
~hifiing a Echool at £157. and I got a. t0nder 
for the 1vork for £3.5. ~,.l_.fter a good deal of 
trouble' the tcndc11· y;as acCCllted. and the 
school \Vas pulled do·,nJ, r hiftcd. and re-erected 
for ihc £35. I l"'ccin'cl another tender for 
another piece of work an1011nting to £39. 
and th" Pstimate cf the \\'orb Depart-men,: 
was £154. I bronght that tender down. but 
the dc11artnwnt is not gan1c to n.ccrpt it on 
:.cconnt of thP Go,·'rll'1Wllt polic:. \Yhcn 
vou fine! cas0c like that being brought under 
~·ovr no-l·,ire, it P.hO\VS tlu1t there arc leak'-', 
~nd that tnoncy is bcin3 extravagantly 
< ':pcndcd. 

The SPEAKER: Ordc>r! The hon. nwm
ber is not in Ol'clPl' in dPnlillt( with tl Jt 
matter. 

2\lr. MOO RE: Tlwr "oulrl bo no occasion 
\vhatevcr for retrenchment if the Govcrnmcm 
cxjPndcd the hmcls that came inb1 the Trea
sury in a wise and proper manner. The 
Go~-ernn1r-nt hnvc rccciv-Pr1 8n onormou:; 
revPnuc. bnt there an• leaks that should not 
exist. S.el<Jon1 has the advice giYell by an 
OpllDsition bl'Pn proYr- J !30 sound. \Y c 
pointed out, wlH'n rn tn~- of Ht0se matter~ 
were introduced. that there \Yon!d be a loss to 
the countrv. \Yhen Stato enterprises were 
first establishecl--

The SPEAKER: Order! The motion deals 
'vith a reduction in the sah.ri~s of members, 
and I cannot allo\\· the hon member to pro· 
<:ecd on tho,c !in<:'s. 

JI.Ir. MOORE: The necessity for the reduc
tion has been brought ahout by the extrava
gances of the Government. Tlwre would 
have been no need for a reduction if the 
GoYernment had exrwr~ded the funds co:rning 
into tho Trca,,ury \Yiscly. 

l\fr. COLLIXS: Your contentiQn i;; that we 
are paying the workers too n1uch. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: There is nu contr>ntion of 
the sort. The hon. member for Dowen should 
read the SJJC'"Ch that was -dl'!ivcrcd bv the 
~8crPtal'\- ior :Jiincs when lw was vi~iti11g 
the ~uridah electorate. Th- hon. rnember 
then said that there mu -t bP greater r-cdu('
tion i:1 the <'O t of pl'Oduction; but that did 
P~t nr~'Pssarily JTit<tn a rcdurtion in wagt 
It :rncant greate1· efficiency; and Pxactly tht~ 
sarnc thing- applies in connection with the 
Goyernment. 

Tlw SECRETAHY FOR "\GRICTLTClUc: Greate1· 
cfticil'l1cy mpans spcedin.:; up. 

:\Jr. ~I CORE: The col!C!gu0 of th" hon. 
gc,ntlcr, -"' dcli'.·cred that ,peech. Greater 
effiei- "1CY does not n~cdn fpccding up. 

1'hP SEC'RET.\.HY FOH ~-\cni~'rLTLRE: Greater 
1neans grc~'-~te:!' c flicienc:v on the 

p:nt d unpioyer us \veil as on the part of 
~hL• elltplo5 C". 

:\Ir. 2\IOOHE: Of course it does. and the 
n h1ctio11 i:-3 nece3Stll'Y bccan:"C of the cxtraya~ 
gn-nt expenditure <-j the GuYt>rnmc11t. 

The SPEAKER: Order : I do not propose' 
to nllow the hon. n1ombl'l' to critiei,,e the 
linances on a rnoi1on of this kind. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: I \\'flllt to make the position 
quite clear. I think the Govcrnrrwnt 
lwYe donL' the right thing i11 starting 
the ;,nlarit 3 of hon. 111r- nbor:-:, but thc."T 
rFlt done the rirrht thing in f1 ing a fiat rate 
ancl then apph·iw' it right thrcugh the dcpart-

lll~'ni~. Proper inquiry should b:~ 
l5 p.n1.J nwdL: lt-:.to the circ<.Ln;;:.taHcc~ of 

all those lJUblic S(TYants VVhO Jlavc 
11 -1- b, ,_,u before the ~·_\rbit-ration Court. rrho.\ 
should lw_Yc had the upportunir:," to put thPir 
:::-ide of ih·-· qucstion~·to :-3ay '.du:tlwr, ill their 
(Jpinion. t~J<'.Y hsll bcPn trP~ltPd fairl~' or not. 
I think t}w worker.;: ::hou1d have an cprJo~
tuuitY to nut their en~ befor<' the court. ancL 
if tb;,,. c,;nnot ,.o to the court, the~· , hould 
ha\ .. _, j.u.;t as good an opportnnity to pnt then~ 
ca;;;c before- the GovrnJrnent hcfcn·e thP.\' corne 
to a df'C'j')ion. I think t!Jc~· arc cntit_lcd tD 
]-1-, coil:.;i~l,_ring th0 \York thr.,· do. It I:' onl~v 
~l fa~r thi:l~ thctt they ~hould have had an 
opporta~l-it~'- to put their en'-::, ln a pro}? er 
manner beforf' the GovernmPnt. ~eforc ~he 
GClY('rnmc:!t. came to a hast~" dcr1slon-wh1ch 
\\·a::-· rarri0d l1v onr yotc in caucus. 

j[,·. POLLl1CK (Grc(JOI'JJ): ~ow that the 
priucinlP of pn:vn1C'nt of lllf'tnh_~·~·:-; llas b~ en 
estal>Ji,;lcrl. I think t.hat, the only quf'shon 
tlr;p IIo',.!~(' :;.h-Julll be H''ikPd to confltdcr 1::; 

1yhee_er or no' the pa" ~ncnt 1nn~e to hon. 
ntPl~~bc1 is a0 'C[1Htte. I nn1. not go1ng to ,dea} 
gcw.:>rally with tbe qu.-.,t.t.on of . n1crnn.c~~~ 
salcnir or \Yith th0 salanC's of tbo pnhdc 
servant beyond £300. \Yhen hml. members 
~·nl~cd thei; .. ~n1arif's frorn £300 t~ .J2500 a 
y ar. the ri·"o ,,\ ns not., in m:T op1n1on, the 
ttx.cH io!l {)f tncn1lwrs' salari('S ur1on a proper 
basis. 

An 0Pro: L~OX ::VlE>rBER: Do you thin le they 
n re' \\'m'th 111\rt'? 

:VIr. I'OLLOCK: Of coursc, I do. 
~1r. J1oHGAX: Co~~ntry :;:,pjtc;; shoulcl carry 

more payn1cnt than 1nrt.ropolitnn seats. 

JJ r. Polloch.] 
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:\Ir. POLLOCK: If \L were to fix onr 
~alnrie."'i on the ba.:~i:; of th0 cost of liYing, and 
\Ycrc~ to pay to n1crnbprs of Parliament 
~1nd ::\Iini:·.d:'r5 likew];;;t~ a 1 :ving- wagt", 'tl.ere 
i~ 110 T('a::-;on \dr.· auy otlH~r ln·r:nrh of thf) 
public scryicc sh~·u1cl 1iot be s1rui]arly treat( d. 
But I mRintnin that JncmlJer:c. of rarl1an1ent., 
·being tlL' rnakcr.s of the lavy:·'~ hnxc, or 
£honld h1YC'. special quallftC'ations. \V c rrcog
ni.~C' that }Jrinciple in other br·Lnchcs of the 
Public Service. \Yf1 pay l!nder Secretarie·, 
from £800 to £1.000 a year, because they 
arc suppo:-:Pd to po.-.s(•ss pc~cial qualifications. 
·we pay judges e darics of £2,000 a ycar 
hecnu.;;e tlH•y are supposed to IJOSSf'•j.s special 
qualifications. \\'"c uav similar arnounts to 
other n1<'n-Coninlissi'orlers and othcr2-i.!.l the 
public 0 l'Yire. and i·o r l.( 11 in privat.e enter~ 
prise. \\ c our·"Plvps a:< individu::Lls pa,. n1cn 
such as lawyers, doctor,,, a11d co1nrncrcial 1nen, 
bigger salaric3 than are necessary to keep 
hotly nncl soul to[\cthcr, beca<be wc LdicYe
or profc,,, to bclieYe-th'lt these peopk llf;ye 
SJH~ria] cp;ahfications for their po.:it]ons. I 
<'lgl'('f' that a DlC'lllbcr of PadianH•nt has, or 
shuuld lHwe, spcci,;l qualilic.ttionc. 

lVIr. J. JoxEs: \Ye haYe not got them. 
(Ln ughter.) 

:\fr. POLLOCK: The hon. r,'C•miJcr can 
appl.~ that to hi1ns<'1f if hP has not got thPn-:<: 
und tl•()r,_• i:-; 1~olhin~~· to prevent hin1 r0sign!ng 
and allowing !'On:wonc chp to tako his place 
who ho· thnn. T am sati.<ficd that I hrrn; 
tho ncccs~ary qualifi--.at-ions, and cons:quc_.nt1y 
I an1 cdway·, prepared to dcr11and a :alary 
cmnn1pn~urute \\'irh tho:-;p qnulifications. If 
I have not got them, it is the dut v of thP 
public to get so1noorw else who has then1 in a 
moro rnnrk d fo:rn than I have. That ~3hould 
be the basis of thi,. discLission. ,il~hcn we 
ralscJ our · alariPs to £5' J a ,"(' chd 
not, in n1y opinion, lay snffici:: stre~ ~ npou 
tht~ qualiflc tlons that hou. ITH'n1l)crs cught. ro 
pc:.>c . .;:;Pss in order to l1c hon. n1e1nbers of Parlia
ment. and cons qu0ntly l beli0ve that, if 
W<:> had gone to the .\rbitmtion Co•n -1 nm 
olways v,ilJiPg tc g:o to the 
bcrs ~.Yo 1 dd havP n·· C'ived rnore than a 
year. Thif- i~: pri' ate rnernbcrs' .dav, and jt, i" 
a ?a:"' ou which hor~. n1Pn1he1 ought to be pcl·
nuth.d to s1a1·0 thcll' OlYJl ca·"c. I bclicyc that 
I hnve a case than any ntht'r hon. 
ITlCnlbcr of Charnber-not foi· G£.JOO a :.n ar, 
b.nt fo~· tnor<'-~lot bccnu .,c of ~'Pl'ria] con
SJdl'rallons. but for {rcooTaphir::tl cn:r·-id('ra~ 
tion··. Perhaps it is nrin:j_1t that a flat rate 
should he paiJ. to hon. n1c~r1bcrs of Parlian:ent, 
and I an1 POt objecting to all\" re due• ion in 
srrlar:· of 5 per C<'n'. or 10 per C0ll1.. but I 
hn,y ,' a sp0cial cl:· irn, and oth(!r courJll''- lllf'nJ~ 
lF•rs hn ·n' a clai:~.n · to a lessor ' for 
consideration from ihe people because tlH' 
si_zo of thP clectora..tPs r·,'proscnt. and thc.•ir 
d1slnncc fron1 th~ scat government. 

2\Ir. l'ETERSOX: Hear, hear ! 

:Ylr. POLLOCK: I am glad the hon. mem-
1 ,•r sa!tl .. IIcrrr, hear " to that becaus:• I 
recugnise that, \vhcn he \Vas in' this party 
[H' \\'a.:-:1 Olh' of t.ho~e VVhO a' "3istcd me in m~ 

for ail increase of salari(_•s. I thlnft 
ought to bo "lone bv lhis Ilouse 

t~ coi: idcr hnu. rtl('nlher \dlo hDve to travel 
b1.V cPrrnir~, clrctoratr::•:::. I lw \~c an electorate 
'\'th an Ur<',' of 120.000 milu. I !Jayc 
aJways had b:· far the 
Qucpnsland, and sillcC' the ~orrF' 
2U,OOO or 30.000 >''Jt>arc milL's haYe ]wen uJued 
to it. I Hnl not going- to sav tha~. nn i1:1n, 
n1en1bor should be c~pectcd "to y}sit CYcry 

[ J11 r'. Pollock. 

station, a,nd ever:;." lw1·c. drain, d::nn, and tank 
111 hi·, electorate; but nt least once a Vl'<:tr 
(~V·~ry rn01nbcr ought to i.1c gjven fncilitie~1 by 
the GoYcrnm ·nt, and by the people who are 
payi11g hirn, to Yisit cYery t.own:-;hip and scttle
m<'nt in his clectmatc. That is f11ir enough. 
There is no reason \Yhv anv hon. n1crnbcr 
>hould haYc to vi>'it cvct;y pa;.t of his lector· 
~h at hi" own expense'. J'\oy that we haYe 
recognised the principle of payment of hon. 
1!1Cmbct '• the question of adeqn.d payment is 
the only thing that concerns us. If the House 
deeich s to reduce the salaric:l of hon. rnembc-rs 
and lVIini~ters, I would Fi...,k hon. n1crnbers not 
to forget the case of those \>:ho have a jut 
cl drr1 for special consideratio::L I believe 
that the House ,, ould do wdl to cany a 
t·c 'olution to the efl'ect that c•Ycry hon. m em· 
L· r rcprcr-:;0nh ng a countr~T con _,titucncy should 
be~ allo\vcd actual coach or ear far0s to cycrv 
centre in his electorate at least uncc a. yea.r. ~ 

Thlr. MouGAN: It would be better to divide 
the electorates into three groups. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member may 
give his views presently, if he choD· '5. iVhen· 
cYcr public servants-and part,icularly those 
in rec0ipt of from £600 to £1.000 a year and 
u.pwards-tn1vcl on public businc·~'3 in any· 
part of the State, they arc not onl,: allowed 
their 111otur-car, coa('h, :-::>h'an1boat, and rail~ 
way far··,, but at kast o£1 1s. a day for 
traY.'iling expenses. It is the belief of the 
pPr2ons I reprt<,;cnt that Dlf':I:Jbt:r·, of Parlia
nlent also rcc,:ivc a trayr-;}jn,.... ~,llov 1TICO, or 
that they rccciYo lhr'i1· f,u·es to and from 
diffcr·c'ut.places. All that a nwmber of Parlia
rn,'nt n~cPiYcs is a bont fare once a year to 
•·he ncaTP'-L port. to his clcctoratC', or else 
:1 ca.r fare fron1 the ncar~,t railv..~av line to 
his of non1inatlon, which is gnncrally 
the town in his f'lr'cto··atc. 'Take the 
P' "\\ hich I filld fiR a result 
of nur prC''·.'ut one-~iderl m of payn1cnt. 
T h, v:~ n c( n"ititncne\· for "hich \Yinr-on is 

cf no'ninaiion. Fro·~n \Vinton to 
is Z ~o LJ1~· . .,, a11d l)l'al.~.daJJgie is 140 

fron1 th(; l!Carc t railwa,,· lin0. 

1\rr. J. H. C. ROllERT>: From \Yinton? 

2\lt-. POLLOCK: Xo, from thJ Duchess 
a1vay up on the fa1·thest 11orth:::>n1 po.int on 
the Queensland railv u:,s. F'rorr1 \Vjnton to 
KymUHL is 110 mile'. to cvlidcllPion 120 mile'. 
to Bedouric 320 miles. and DirdS<·ille is 470 
Jnilcs fron1 Longrr ach, t.hP near ':-;t railway 
station. It i~; pJ~o 210 rni!c5 to \Yindrn·ah frorn 
the railwa:y, 140 rnills to Jundah. 100 n1llcs 
to Stoneheng0. and 160 miles to Maynl'ide. 
Tho~.· ~ are only some of the towns I repr<.":.::nt, 
"nd I consider it is noi" a fair thing· to ask 
11cr::1. mbc-rs v·ho rcct~iYc £500 a ~Par to 1 ·ty 
coach farPs to nnd fron1 tho-,e plnces. 

Mr. PETEHSJX: They have to do so at 
present. 

Mr. POLLOCK: A member must pay hts 
fare himself, or ,,tay away from those places 
altogether. 

J\Ir. DioRGA~ : Or " cadge " a ride. 

Mr. POLLOCK : Or " cadge " a ride. 
iVhy should a nwmber for Parliament. act
ing in the nublic inter0'its, have to "cadge" 
a ride fronl any-one? The only persons from 
,,·hotn I could " cadgt " a ride, if I chose 
to adopt such a course, "ould be persons 
o)lposed to me politically, and I would not 
nut mnelf in that pcoition. I am sure that 
ParliRmcnt. r!oes not expect me to pnt myself 
tn th'tf rosttJOn. A pub!Jc servant travelling
irt thC' couutry districts gets all his expenseS 
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allowt'd l1irr1. I am not going to be over
!l10dest by refming to s~y that I believe 
members of Parliament exercise the most 
important function in this State. If they do 
not, then what is the use of representative 
goYernn1cnt f If men1bcrs of Parliament are 
hero to represo11t the people, then they are 
surely. \Yorthy of their hire; and, if any 
reductiOn CCJillCS the wav of 111Cn1bcrs of Par
liament, l hope that the case that I hanJ 
outlined :f~n· bpccirtl consideration \vill at 
least be gn·cn careful consideration by this 
House, a11d that sornct.hing will con1e of it. 
Un every occ,~~ion that l have gone to the 
country sine< I entcrcrl Parliament. I haye 
had a special little plank of my own. I had 
that plank priiJtcd rrnd distributed to every 
co~·ner of rny elec.:toratc. I pojnted out that 
I mto:'dcd to so·cure for myself, if po,·ible, 
a su:H-H..'Ient Falar:;· or nllowancr; .to enablE 
1ae to visit each centre of the constituency at 
lt'ast once a year. Un C'"or,· oecasion I haYc 
placed that Ldore the pubiic, and on every 
occas1011 l ha Ye been rc·turned IV ith a vorv 
largo n1ajority. _Consequently, I have no fea;· 
'" to -,yhat the House intends to do in this 
1·~g-?-rd. ~l:· P?sition. has ahYa,; s been quite 
p_Hun. I _f tand i01.' an n1cre2 e ot 1.vagos \vhoro 
the pubhc their representa-
tjves. U 11: of this 1-Iou-.e to 
reduce think that the House should 
not lo.oe of tho,;o •vho arc in an infi-
nitdy wo1 0 pc2'jtion financiallv than tho~o 
\, ho roprr_ "t'llt eh:.· at1c1 suburba;1 elcctoratv~;. 
I think th:1t the distances I have quoted 
ancl tile diHictdtic' under -which countr\: 
nwn1bcrs arc snffcriPg should be at leaSt 
sufficient r_P8 on. for ~l~ly tribunal to grant 
:sor:no collsideration. I a1n not afraid to 
tiULmit n1y caso io the Arbitration Court or 
to any indt)pPndC'nt tribunal. The nH:mbors 
of Parliament in :\ew South \Vales sub
mitted their case for increased salaries to 
an indcpc:Idcnt tribunal. and thcv were 
ay~·arded £375 et yea1;. Letter on, wh~n their 
sa1a1'1C-. wen; rcducea thcv w:·re not L'duccd 
below £600 a :·ear, tdthm{gh HOt one of those 
members hrc;; to spend anything like the 
amount thctt I ha vo to SlJCnd in tra v· iling 
expc11scs In gorng through n1y electorate. 

In conclusion, I do not care what attitude 
the Government or this House takes up
whe~hcr. it is arbitration before tho present 
Arb1trahon Court Jndges, whether it is con
ciliation, or any other mothod-I am pre
pared to submit a statement of my case. I 
think I have a better case to make out for 
this allov.'ance than any other memLer of 
this }louse'. Even if there arc men1bers who 
a1·e in such a position that thev do not require 
this ,l!lm\ anco. they should have some con
Pidlrntiou fr,r others. bPcanso there arc mcm
Lol"'; on both sides of the House in the . amo 
po::->itlon as I an1, a11ll 1;ho nrP t'lltitled to 
wme oxl:rct allowance. although they are not 
situateJ eo badly as I am. 

:\Ir. VOvYLES (Da/!Jy): As a countrv mem. 
ber, I have some sympath-.- with the ~ttitude 
!hl' }~o7L ntcn1ber for Gn:>gory has taken up 
111 tl11s n1atter, and, although 1so arc not dls
cus~il_Jg a Bill .dealing with parlian1Pntary 
salanes, I mnst HLY thrtt, as o11e who ha-,. to 
spend two days every week of his life in 
going to aJCd from Parliament, I always fool 
that I am placed in a different po,ition to 
thc·.e m cm brr' \Yho represent city consti
tuencies. \Yhen the question of the parlia

" llovvancc came before this House 
titnc back, a clai1n for an increase 
owing to the fact that there had 

a VOl':C- largo increase in the cost of 

liYing sjnco the tirrlC y,Thcn the salary was first 
fixed. 

~tll'. PoLLOCK: Lnfo1·tunatcly it was based 
on tlco;o grounds, but it sh(mld not have 
Loon. 

.i\lr. VOiYLES: It \Yas ba,cd on those 
lt vo:a.~. a reasonable thing under 

There \\"Cl'O many factors 
' .. hic.h brought about an int:reasc in the cost 
of ll\-ing, lJut they ha,~c di·;J..ppearcd, und 
lJ0\1" that things arc beccnning n1ore norrnal 
than they were, I think it is oniy a fair 
thi11g'. if t'Couorny is to be practised, that 
r·trlHlElen.rarians who arc supposed to lead 
tJw way shculd that econom:;· begins with 
them·:.( iYc~. It all right to suggP'··t .that \Ve 
should cut down the ~alarics of tho other 
fellow aucl enjoy our D~,yn allo\vances with
out rcLlnction, but ·we c-hould bring this 
nutttt>r before the Hou~c for eonsidr>rat:ion~ 
l Jincl by the aftcr~:oon papers that tho Pro· 
rnicr has alreaclv 1nado an announ~unent 
aGont a reductioti in n1ernbcr's ,,. daries, and 
he has antieipatod onr mc·t·on. But ho has 
dealt -·with that· 1natter i11 a way which, to 

tuind, ic, altogethec "·1·ong. If he is. 
to nHtkc a reduction of 5 per cent. in 

alaric"' of all the pnblic servants, then 
is not treating them fairly. 

OiJPQ!"S!T[O?\ r .... ~E::'.JBERS: I-Icar, hear! 

:'. ( r. \~0\\-LES : There \VNO a large num· 
!Jer oi public >orYants who claimed the right 
to go into the' Arbitration Court, bub they 
·, PlT rc~fl· .ed that ri~:_;ht by this G-ovcrnn1ent. 
Tl:nse "'>Yl'l'!..' thl~ n!C'll rcceivjn.._: over £300 a 
\'('~L l bcliv.v--- that so1no i:rl~rcment"s \YOre 
·allowt_·ll to ]llllJlic scr\ a~1ts \vhose sala,ries 
ran;;t'd L·om £Z 0 to £4CO a .. ~elLr, but the 
ni<'U t.;-···tting oYer £-WO a ycar~ancl £400 1s 
only ('(1nl-.:~ lent to abont £200 of a f< years 

nothing ut all. As these men have 
to keep, they are onl:v on the 

hrc'lcl line; "· hile. so far as respon·ibility is 
eollC('rnc'd, then) i;:.; no cornparison bebveen 

and the juniors in the service, although 
;,,'hen they roach the age of 

h vears. receive an increase. 
CoLLI;;S: This is a bit of special plead-

t:~. tho n1an over £300. 
:11r. :\>lmw \:\: You arc getting £500 a year. 
:~ lr. CoLu~s : ~\nd I eo l'n it, too. 

1\h. YO\YLES: Those men who were 
dc•tJicd the right to go to the Arbitration 
C'ourl should Le considered. iYhat I urge 
urwn the CoYcnuncnt is that all cases should 
]J~. dl'·tlt YYith on tlwir merits, whether they 
nre ,gettiug unJC'r or oYor £300 a year. 

), (;on:RX}rEXT J\SE11BER: The Arbitration 
Cnurt do not do that. 

l\l r. VOIVLES: The Arbitration Court 
fi\.<'~ the lJ:L~ic ·wage. bni tbc• per~ons I refer 
to did not riot. the benefit that other public 
, .TY>Il:L got~· Tlwy did not get the increases 
\\~hich wNe rrrantrd to tho·e under £300, 
"Eel. coTcqno~Jtl-·. it is inequitable that they 
<..ho dd Lw afkrd to ~uffer a reduction now. 
TlHtt is thP attitude I take up, and for that 
l'l"'· ·m 1 think c.-or'· case should be dealt 
with on its nwrit '.~ \Yo know thnt the 

of the State are not in too good a 
\Yo know that retrenchment is 

voir:g on in Yarions forms, either by defla
tion. by splitting time. or by pooling the 
v:ork. and nov; bv direct Toduction of salaries. 
The UoYcrnmon·t \YC>nt to the country on 
various occasions, and n1ade rash promises 
to the people. They got in by false pre
tencee. They told the industrialists thctt they 

Jlr. V"Ulncs.] 
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were going to e tablish the Arbitration Court. 
\\"hich ;vould put them in a better position, 
lmt there is uow a great deal of unemploy
Inent, and on top of that \YO are going to 
have a reduction of \vagcs by the very court 
'· hidr was crc~t<'d not only for the prutcc
tioll of ''"orkers, but to give them high 
salaries. Cheap food was also promised to 
the people, and even at the recent Pad
dington by-ele·,tion, the Government candi
date, Jhc Secretary for Mines, stated that 
on no account would the Governrnent stand 
for a rod uction of wages. 

I do not •,, ant to discuss whether it is right 
or •" ro11g; the point I want to make i· tha.t 
the hon. gcnt.Jcmall misled them. I say that 
is an unfair thing for a man in the position 
of a respo11siblc :Uinister to do. "\Yhat arc 
the causes "","hich have brought about this 
statP of iinancial chaos? Can it be attributed 
to Uovcrnmc11t extra-vagance, Inismanagc
IHcnt of Govcrnn1c11t funds, incapacity, or 
ineptitude' It must be ono of .those four. 
Jn eYcn direction we find that monev is 
being lo~t) and, when additional revenue"' has 
to lw found to pay increased interest upon 
loan moneys whid1 haYe been expended and 
haYe go1;c for all time, we are really asking 
the public servants to come to our aid by 
surfering a 5 per cent. reduction in their 
salaries, which on cerktin figures that have 
been publi•.hed. n1eans that son1ething over 
£300.000 a vear is to be taken from them. 
They arc asked to boar the burden of squar
ing up the tinancos of a Government who are 
incapable of carrying on their business in a 
business-like way. 

!IIr. CoLLlxs: You would make the lowcr
pnid \Yorkl'rs pay. 

l\lr. VO\YLES : I ·, ould not make anv of 
them pay. I say that if we had ]W~per 
n:anagenlCnL if the a~l:'a1rs of the Stato had 
been looked after jn a bll·-illcsslike vvav. WP 
\\oul(1 not ha,~(~ got into the ~tate of ~chaos. 
ia \\-hich we ncnv find our~el-n:s, rud therE~ 

onld hrt n: been no occasion to go in for 
thP~L' rcfonn~. I l'PlnernbE~r, in 1902. 
rt ad in~· remark~ of hnn. gcntlen1an oppo-
'";tf, when thP GoYl'l'llli1l'llt o£ the day re-du-ced 
J•HhHc serYa1Jt\. snlarit·o; and to0k f~·onl thern 
their antoruabc allov,'ancc~. IIerc theY fiud 
tllC'tll·~('h-, c'· unrl.C'r b(~ttc'r conJitions, 'doing 

hut i~ n n'at denl \',Ol~C, beca.usc they 
prnclain10d the l1ousetops that the. 
1.'-c•u;d He -·C'r be a pari-·: to it. ~l'hp~- stand 
f'C.lHh'mncd 0~- l}H' ycr:v JlH'll v:ho put thcrn 

on the e\·idonce o£ their o\Vll 

A COYJ~nxm:'\"T :\IE>IBER: \Yhet abont the 
A rbih·;Jt-i(L1 Ccnrt ·: 

\T(P;~-LES: I R!l! not. talk1ng about 
or llw \rbiJ ration Ccnrt. That 

i;;; :)ulJ jutlicf', and would bt' wrorw: 
for n to ('X!Jl't'" any be('ansP 1Y'e 

he told 1-but w- \~ .... 're fePk~,ng to 
lhP court. I n 1n 1 a 1kin!2· .\bout that 

ser\·ant-:; vvho ha ye, been under~ 
J1a \T had the opnortunity to 

( OllllriOll \vidt oth£'1' '::('C

l ~ r th:>t tho~e f)C'Ol)lC' should 
iusticc ~nrl that their. ca-ses should 

be ck1lt w~th indiYiclun]h~ and on their 
1110rit,. ~ 

T1ir. CoLLIXS: You are speaking for the 
arirto.~rary of labour. 

:,r,., VOWLES: The man on £5 or £6 a 
\',"0<·k is not half so well off <LS some cf tho 
wharf lumpors. They are the aristocrats of 
labour-the wharf labourers and that class 

[ Jl r. V owlr:s. 

of nwtL The nu1n of int-elligence, tho 1nan 
whn, in Elany ca2c~. has paid fe('S for private 
tuitlon to fit hi::.1L:clf for hi··' po· ition, thJ 
man whom the horl. member calls the aristo
crat of lal:our bccauee he wants to better 
his position, is rcceiYing. in many instances. 
the aristocratic salarv of between £300 and 
£350 a ~.-ear, and is ~doing responsible work 
for which he would be gdting twice that 
wm it he were employed by an outside firm. 

~\lr. UoLLIXS: 1'bat is going too far. 

:>vir. VOIVLES: It is not. I say that 
:H;blic ~('n'allts arc uot ~etting too rnnch. 
;1:orl' /) ·niculady those \Yho. arc right urJ 
Take a man in thr! Edurabon Departl11ent 
who ha· passed :::;.11 his cx::Lnj!Jatio~ls and 
ha·, o"ot loi~ first"clas: ccTt'fic&te. l-Jc ha> thr' 
f'qul~;~drnt of a bach0lor ~}~ arts degree. I 
lw \CC u broth0r in that posJtion \\:ho dot.,r !lot 
uTt r~,, nnH'h mone~· Uf' the clerk 1n n1y orhce. 

. ML Cor.LJxS: Let him go out into thG cold, 
{'1'UC'l wor1Ll and he will get llsS. 

::h. V(1\YLES: That is not the point. 
\YP saY that Pconorn:: should be practrsed, 
nnd I' f1f'tl the rnattcr of a reduction of nH~D?-
br·I,,,' f'alnrit s come'· be'fore the I-Io1_1s_r, as .1t 
m·1 .,j I"OU will find that the OppoSJtiOn will 
1Y: h;l,;est and \Yill :-;np~1ort the Bil~ and let 
thf' public ~cryants SPP tl_Hlt, jf sacnfitc_ are 
tq be n1adc, \Ve are g01ng to 1nakc then1, 
too. 

()ppQSITION J'v1E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

::Jh. PETERSO:\ ("Tormanby) :. I do .not 
intend to g-iYc a fi1cnt yute on th1s questron. 
I n(rrce that the hon. member for Urcgor~~ 
has 

0 
rnadn a rnost int:- resting statcli!cnt or 

the c :1 :·C' fo~· countrv nwn1bPrs of Parhan1ent, 
~r;d I n(hnlt ,-h. at· I did a goorl deal when 
T was on the' other side to obtain, decent 
1iYinu· ronc1it.iDns for tnCl:lbcrs of Parhn.lncnt. 
Xob<~dy worked haYdcr \'."hile a memLcr o~ 
lhe L·1bour 1··1rtv th2..n I. and nobt)d:v stoppC{t 
11 -:; frmn gPtting: a c1N·Pnt li,-ing vvagP J)lOl'O 
than tn0rnbcrs on tbe fro~1t bench. 

Ilon. \Y. FonGAx Smnr: You know that 
} ... 11ot trnC'. 

=\lr. PETERS()~: The 1-,)r::. 111Cn1ber was 
r1ot thc:·p then. The hon. nu)n_-!.l.wr fo!~ 
Grcgory has, perfcl tly corr;;: ctl;;> .po1ntod ?~t 
t}u-lt hon. ll1Plllbf'rs n1·c not rerernng ~:11arH~:-:. 
\\,~hut tlH'.'' get i::; nch1tdl~, an <1llO\ a.llCC. and 
jf thf'V \' Pff' etntb1ed to con 1 rn1 t.hn -.rholc
of the £500 it would be right for us to 
~lq:Ot)Qd the' nwlion t(l the• fullc~,t ()'\:t-ent. 
\Yit-h tht• hon. rncmhPr fnr the hen. 
J'l( 11lwr for Bo":en. a11d menl~'~cr-:.. 
I c n j,·uthrnll:>' sa,- that ·!ly har!. of 
111 ~· ·d:-1n- jn the of tr·;rn~ll 1 ng 
C'.Jlf'' _,C''l,· ns tl1P hon. mc)·nbc:r 11nint m~t. 
\' .' !J;'',-p r:,-crY 1·ea::-o:l to ('XJ'C'{'t th:1t- th(" 
State should l~lacP ns the 13a1nC lc"~."el as 
nnv publjc ~crya t jnt.o t1H' <'nuHtr:". 
J)~ 1\ () (:ro into our tho 
i'f'CC5S fcl· fun? 8l'' ofh n a·-k('rl go 
th('rf' tc 01 'n C'r to att0nd to ~0ntn 
public fnnrHon. Th 1t t1ll'al., that tl~0 cont;
lT\- mcnl1H•r lws to p11f h1;::. ll'l"Vl 1ntn hi-.. 
poeket to the hmc of £30, or £40, or £50. 

::\Ir. Km wAx: Some of them more. 

Mr. T>ETEI'l.SO:\: A ne\ cn!llc et QTc"t deal 
1(-~3. He ha·, to do o~:t of hi-: sJ.L~r.':"; 
but wlH- 1 n llnblif' . such a::.. tf1c 1I1:us-
ter's private secretary, travels he r~ce1v?.s 
a trayellin12.· aJlowance on top of lu~ h1 
salan; ""d tlw point is \Yhrtlwr \YC d1oul 
not 'consldPr the qu0sticn of payrHent u 
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nw;nl)t~r~ fr01n a di::d:an( ' ·tJOint of view. The 
·hon. 1llf'1nlwr frJr Do\YC'll interjected that he 
<.'arns his sabn·. I a!ll o:;0 of thoso vvho 
"'near, hC'al' :;, io that, a:1d I sav thnJ 

'lvit'1l otlh:-r hon. mCrnbcrs, JS 
d to a fo.c~·(:-at deal lHOl'P than he is 

g( Lting i11 con:~ide .. ,ltioll of the fi::wncla1 \York 
done for thc·ir clcctol'S, 

paid on a con11nercial 
',Yonld C,.tn: £3,000 or £4,000 

But the L'onblc is that tho finances of the 
State haYC come to such a. conJition that. the 
Go\·crnn1cnt. nnfortun<.tt!L, l:a\·c l)(cn ( )111-

pellod to face the situation and to realise 
that the~· cannoi· c:u'n· <.f:l u::lc: ... ·, sotrlP reJ.uc
tion in ex:p0nditur(~ is' n1"lrlc. _,\_lthough these 
gcntlerrH'n told the ole-ctors--·and I. as caudi
clate for Xornmdw, told the rail" av n1cn, 
in .-icw of the reports of the Premi~r, that 
tlwrf' wonld lJp no rcductior:s bv this GoYC'l'Il
ment-a.nd on the strength of ·that many of 
them votod for, me, Unfortunately, the finan
c·I<-11 ])OSibon IS -ueh that the l;ren1ier has 
been compelled to ask the Arbitration CLurt. 
for ::1 reduction in the sclarics of ,,-orkcrs 
a11~ pubJ1~·1 .SPl'Yant·'· I do not. kno\Y l_10w 
sotne of Lnc,p workc'rs arc gon1g to llYC', 
('.·lllcin11:.- somp of on the 'lower s · larics. 
1~· i_hcir .\\age'~ ::l'(' It is a problf~£11 
\~·hiC'h will l'l'f)Ull'C some greater thinker than 
~ to Sdh-~; but rn.\- syltlpath:v go·. c; out to 

·rhem, , \\hen the Go.-ernment propose a 
rednchon we oursclve' should be the first to 
face it. I ·""Y that we aro worth the £500 we 

r:nd I with the hon. m··mber for 
sornc 1nc~~11bers shon~cl get a 

m01 .' thn :1 £:500, ·.uch '" he and 
~ .constituencies· are away up in 

the l\orth, Ibt "c are faced \\·ith the 
po3it:o:J that th0 finances haYe drif+-",J and 
tl2c Premier js r·on!pc'llPcl to a~k o:Jp ~1nion 

.atter another to r.::!ccpt a reduction and so trv 
to the ~)o . ..;itioll. TlH)re i~ no cJcctioncel:-
ing thi~J. I hLY(~ alrt•acl-,T ,tatccl 1hat thC' 
ju' ticc of tbe casC' h<1s h0e.n \\" 11 ~'-ch·oc1tcd 
b~ t1:(' bo·!. mcttlbcr for but it i~ 
nvr dui'_ a" burden 
n!:d it j,; np its part: 
It w:; tak0 a 1J~ttf\r nlC'L1iC'ine 

t1H'n ,..,-ill take it, too, 
and 1XC do thut, 1hr:n I for O;IO ha..,-e 
no fear of the re,mlt \Yith the elcctoro, 

:\lr, 1\lORGA"' (.lll'riil't): I remember 
last ,YC':--tt' a~ king a rpu5st ion in rcq1ect of a 
gc '1f'l'a.1 reclurtion of salaries. lt must be 
nr1mittcr1 thot, owiu~ to the unfortunate 
fmanclal in \\1lich ·~·c find the State, 

rh 
7 

l nC'C'(' sar~T that thf're should 
]J,vO p,nL] oe an all-romH1 reduction, I 

think in ro'JWd of the actnal 
\Yaf;(~ of .,, rnen:bc:1· of Parlirnncnt or anv 
indivifhlnl, n111st take into considcnl.-
tion the Y<11ue of a SO\Tt?re!ign. 
Ten y -ars ]Jnrcha~·lng valnc of a 
;~vt',rcig~ wa~ a sovereign's \Yort~ of goods. 
l< -day that :s not so. If a bnAOIC wage of 
£,4 ·'? ',,,.ill ;wt gi.-e ,-on on:v higher standard 
01 hnng th;tn one of £3 17s, 6d, a person 
\H•nlrl be C<1nnlL as ''-ell off on £3 17;;. 6d, 
a ,'"eclc If the paym0nt of a lower wage 
w11J enable rnan:v indu h·ics to Cilrrv on 
,ylJich arc nm,- held nn bcc;cuso of 'their 
inabilitv to P"Y the hiu:h rate• of p:t:', a.nd 
the comfort in li.-ing could be obtained 
b;>' receipt now of a wage of £3 10s, per 
week as cordcl preYionsl.v bo obtained on 
£.\ 5s, per ',•·c•.•k, would it not bo better for 
.-\nstrali<t if men were kept in employment 
·at the lo;·.er rate, instead of having to 

draw the dole which the Government give 
\Yeek after week? 

The HmrE SECRETARY: How can that be 
a.ccomplished? 

l\Ir, MORGA:'\: In my opinion, by a 
geJ>eral all-round reduction, I do not think 
mv calarv should remain as it is when the 
salaries 0£ others arc rednccd. rrhat is not 
just. T.he unfortunate part is that the Go
\·ornment have decei verl the people, and 
what is happening to-day has been brought 
about by their extravagance and careless 
rnanagcn1ent. EYen tho Secretary for ]\fines 
a few months ago deceived the electors in 
order to win the Paddington seaL He told 
them that, if thev returned him, the Govern
ment ,,·ould not "reduce wages in any shape 
Ol' forrn. 

The SECRETARY FOR "'1IXES: I stood for the 
Arbitration Court, 

Mr. MORGA:'\: It is onh' a case of the 
chickens coming home to i·oost so far as 
the Governmc!lt are ~onccrncd, Something 
has to be done in ord2r to right the finances, 
and the only way the Government can sec 
io to reduce wages. I am very pleased that 
this discussion has taken place. l'.I;c elect
orate is a ycry large one, and I know 
what it costs to tnncl round iL Had I not 
scrne other means of making money~ I \vould 
not be able to live. Notwithstanding' that 
fact, I believe that under the existing con
ditions it ic; right for me to rrgrce to a re
duction ';;lwn " reduction is brought about 
in other directions. 

Mr, T, R ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 
I and the party to 'vhich I belong arc going 
to cnpport tl1is motion, \Yhen the Govern
tncnt reali:c-c the 11osition so far as their em
ployees arc concerned and are proposing to 
submit the qtlf>Stion to the Arbitration 
Conrt, it is time for us to recognise the 
Do~i1 ion so far !l~3 this I-i:onse is concerned. 
1 with the r{'rnorks that haYP been 

on this side in conuection \vith the 
propo~ rrl forecast bv tho PrPm!er in the 
Prt ;;::~ thj::; aftcrnc,on" in connef'tion ·with the 
11nblic servant;:; n cciving alo..,-o £300 per 

.\ larg'e nnmber of those men wore 
the right to put their nse before 

court, nnd did not. rer 'i vo an:~ increase 
c;olat"'. In a.drlition, thov \vcre called 

n)HHl to '.ork '·iclitional hom;s equal!:- with 
th1; InPn who (.Ltained rise<5 under the Arbi
tration Court <nvards. There \Yas aho a 

;n :der lble arnount of saving- to thn coun-
in ~·-: of ntihnly passes. All 
: tbings SOIIiO bearing on the posi · 

of tlw:<C' l!L'l1. ur.d undC'r these circum~ 
da:riCCs tht \' i_

110nlc1 nrPivc son1e considcra
t"r~n. ThP · GoY·'l'nmLilt, before the g-eneral 
0lcction anJ dnring- the Paddington election 
u~n1ra.ign \Y,hich took place onl:- a few \vceks 
ago, statNI that they ctoocl for full wages to 
the men in their emploJment and said that 
they oulrl not go in for any reduction, To 
approach the Arbitration Court under those 
rircunlstanct'S \.a not honourable or just. 
I contend that the act;on no',; being taken 
bv the GovernmcnL as is set ont in the 
Jiroe·, has bee" bronRht a bout by the motion 
wo arc diecus~.ing. (Goycrnn1cnt dissent.) 

Mr, DASH iJlv1dingburra): I desire to 
show the inconsi"tencv of tho hon, member 
for Townsville in mo~·inv, this motion, The 
hon, member has moved-

" That, in vi,•w of the Arbitration 
Court having decided that, owing to the 

JIT, Dao,7L J 
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reduced cost of living, th0 basic wage 
should be reduced by approximately 10 
per ct-nt." 

The Arbitration Court has don0 nothing 
of the icind; it has not decided to reduce 
th0 basic wage by 10 per cent. The hon. 
member seeks to influence the court to re· 
duce the wage b:.· 10 per cent. because the 
phint has heL'Il lil0d by this Government. 
Further, he tries to s~cnre some limelight 
b,v n1ovinf; for a reduction in the salaries 
of l\lini .te>·rs ~~ nd Jn"nll.Jen. The hon. mem~ 
lw:· is ver cunning in the latter portion of 
hi3 motion. lie ea. vs that ali t.hc e outside 
thr• nope of the Arbitration Court-those 
officials who a.re receiving over £300-should 
receive corF:;idcration. rrh:l.t is a plea for 
the 1nan on a high salary. 

I hane just .rePeived from TmvnS\·ille a 
wire Bending a copy of a \rirc sent to the 
rail v. a v workers in Tmvnsville bv the hon. 
llJPDlbCr in an endcaYOlH to i1;citc thmn 
again.-t thi• Goyprnment. It. has not been 
:-.ucce ,_-,[ul :--o far, b:...caqsc I an1 in touch '\vith 
rho:--~ \Yorkl'l' I ha Ye tl'Cei ved this frorn an 
~·rnplc.:ec i11 th. To\Ynsville workshops. It 

'' Gre( H ·wired c~dTiage 1-vorkers Tele~ 
rt•ecivcd You cl.n n~ly upon plac~ 

yonr l_JC'~i+:on b:· fore 1-fouse Person~ 
consider rcd1H..:tiori uniH'cessarv 

ing tL 't ercnom_y can be ol;
by grcatC'r cfficlcnc:-7 iu rnanago-

''I-I. \Y. I-1.\RT, Loco Shops.'' 

~lr. CiREE~: That is \dwt I ha.vH :~aid here. 

:\1r. DASH: That. is what the hon. mcm
bPr says t:o the Toi\'Jl;~ville workshop cm_
plc~-c<>< Im;w:dirr!0ly tlw court reduced t.he 
b~ ~ic IY:Jgc l1y 5.8 per cc11C. in rc;al·d to 
t1 n1ployc,_,s of local a11thorit.ies, the hon. 
member. as mavor of Tov:nsYille and the 
chief officer in 'the cit:· council, sanctioned 
tht1 redu-ction of \vagc3 of those cmplo ees. 
who do not got full time in the employ of 
tlw city council. 

:Mr. GREECi: That is absolutely untrue. 

}fr. DASH: That is the position. The 
hon. member sanctioned the reduction of 
the lva.gcs of those en1ployce~. and then he 
endeayoured to incite the nwn in the Towns
Yillo railwa:· workshops against the Govern
ment. The hon. member can refute the wire 
if he likes. He has reduced the ·.,,ages of the 
council emnloyocc, who have only been work
ing part ti;no;. Ho lmmvs that the employees 
of t.he Townsvillo council haYe not received 
full time for a conei·derablo time. 

:\fr. VowLES: \Yhat has that to do with 
1nembers' salaries? 

:\Ir. DASH: The hon. member for Towns
ville said that. if there had been proper 
n1ana~cmcni of the Governrnent's affair,, 
there would now be no nccc""·it~.~ to re-duce the 
"·ag-os. How does he stand ;,ow. when his 
cnvn lo{ tl authnritv has reduced th0 nwn on 
1be basic wage "1 .:\Imt of the cmployeei of 
local authorities arc on the basic wage. 
because that wage ap1llies principall;· to 
unskill0el workc·rs. If the hon. member for 
Towns,·ille had the interests of the workers of 
Townsvillo Elt heart, h() ·would haYc come 
along \vith me to the Arbitration Court and 
offered no objection to the application I ftlod 
for an increa~r- in war;;cs for tho~,c employee'-. 
That her... g0ntl0n1an, or his repr0~entativo, 
like ovor:v other employer. opposed the appli
cation. On soYoral occasic>ns I hav-e had to 
get the judge of the Arbitration Court to 

[.lfr. Dash. 

interpret the '"' ards, because the council 
\Ycrc trying to do their employees out of a 
few shillin'{s that they WC!'<' entitled to. 

The HOliiE S£CRE1'ARY: The Ipswich City 
Council have not taken advantage of tht> 
reduction, b!lt the hon. member for Town>
Yille has redEced his council employees. 

1\Ir. GnEEN : I am not afraid to face the 
\i\'Orkers of r.ro\YilSYille. 

:\·Ir. DASH: The hem. member sent a 
two-faco'd telegram. He has reduced the 
couucil ernnlo\·ec::<,, and vet he now wires to 
another sec;tiolt of v orkCrs saying that there
is rw nccc"sity for a reduction of wages. At 
tht· ~an1e tirne he is trying to influence the 
Arbitration Court to reduce' the wages by 10 
per cent. That is what his motion means. 
He tries to safeguard the intorcAs of those 
rceci ving over £300 per annun1, for \vhon1 
he is the chief picador, and in whose inter
ests other hon. rnember:::; opposite who have 
spoken haYo pleaded. I belic'Ye. on tho most 
reliable- authority, that thG hon. rnemberr 
,,·hen indcnturiDg his own apprentice.J, 
in,erts a clause to tho effect that they are 
not to comrrrcnco bu~inc::;s in cert1-in to\\·ng 
~pr:,ifircl in the indenture. 

J:\lr. GREEX: Tllat is untrue. 

~\Ir. DASH: \Yill the hon. member allow 
nw to ;.cc'' the indentures·: 

The SPEAKER: Order! I aslc the hon. 
member to acld,.us tho chair. 

:~\'Ir. DASTI: There i:::; no iudificJ..tion foe 
a per cent. redqction in crl1ployecs' wages 
or the salari< l of hon. members. The 
uwtion has bc"en nlOYod in onlt~r to obtain 
linu'ljrrht Anv hon. n1crnbcr who know·;; 
about hth~ procedure in this House i ~ agreed 
on that. The bon. member thought that he 
would '' get in " on this Goycrn;nent, but. 
he hac failed. \Ye haYO discio.ied the motive 
of the motion. 

The II0:\1E SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
:VlcCorn1ack, Ca!rns) : .rtir. Speaker,~ 

(Oppmitiou laughter.) 

Mr. :;\IOORE: Stone, calling-. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: I want to call 
the attention of the House to the attitnde 
of the hon. m0mbor for Townsville. As has 
been stated bv the hon. member for Mun
dingburra, if l: can read Eng-lish at all, ~he 
motion sugg-esting a 10 per cent .. xodw. t~on 
is submitted for the purpoec of wfluencmg 
the Arbitration Court in a. fo1•. days' time to 
apply the actual redudion in tlw cost of 
li '?ing to the basic wage. 

1\lr. GREE~: Dealing with hon. members' 
~nJaric;;-. 

The HO:C.IE SECRETARY: Dea!ir, with 
th0. salarie· of the public servant:). 1,hat is 
what the motion means. 

Ylr. VO\\LES: That is eyidcntly \Vhac you 
rf'ad into it. 

The HO:\i:E SECRETARY: Tlw hon. 
member for Townsville intended that. if he 
intE'lJded am·thing at all. Tho onlv reason 
for a rcdnctron in ·wage is becnllse of a 
reduction in the cost of liv-ing. Ev-erybody 
throuahout the \Yorld is adYO< ating that we 
n1u~t get some-where n02orer the cost of pro
duction in our indn:otries. and the only wa;: 
of brin~in~ the cost of production somewhat 
closPr to the price> that is rr ~oiYcd for pro~ 
ducts is by reducing the cost of living and 
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re-ducing "·ages. If \VC could obtain an 
effective wage-not an actual wage-to pur* 
chase connnoclities to the value of £4 that 
preY1ou~ly co:Jt £5, vvo would be in a much 
better poeition if our wages wore fixed at 
£4. That is an obvious truth, as was pointed 
out by the hon. memoer for l>1urilla. The 
hon. member for Townsville intends, by his 
motio!l, thac the workers shall be reduce-d 
to the full extent of the reduction in the cost 
of liviug. The hon. mpmber, not thiukiug 
that he 1wuld be found out, in or·Jor to save 
his face with the workers of Townsvillo, says 
that a rcdtirtion is not neec;;:-.;ary, and he 
actualh argues thnt it does not matter how 
n1uch the cost of living comes down. his 
veters at lea ._t shall not be affected lw a 
I'(' luction in \HlgE. '1. rrhat i.::o the SBlhiC o( his 
motion. 

~Ir. GREKX: That is not 1n~,· orjgjnal -wire. 

The HOl'.rE SECHETARY: I know the 
wire. and I !mm·· cxacth· ,,·hat the hon. 
rncmb~r is trying· to do.· He wants his 
electors to receive the benefits of '' fall in 
the c" ,t of Jiying by not ha,ing their own 
wag-e reduced. But evcn·bodv else in tho 
GoO:·crnment service should .be reduced. That 
only shows there is no buslucss in the motion. 

:~\Jr. VO\VLF.S: Do you nggc,,t thnt tho 
Arbitration Court will be influcnc0d in tho 
dlrcrtion of di,_crirnination bv a wire Iiko 
that'! · 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: If the motion 
n1can.':l anything) it n1ctnB ,,-hat I haYc stated. 
The hem. member for Townsvillc had no 
idea that his wire v ould bo read to the 
IIonsc. I arn not cornplaininv about the 
action taken b,- the hon. mcmbc/ as the chief 
exccutiYe officer of the municipalitv of 
Townsvi1le in rcducin~ the wages of his 
e1nployees. I-I is rcspon :ibjJities necessitated 
that. But he sa' • that the GoYernmcnt's 
responsibili tics do not ncccssita to them 
reducing the \Vf!g'f'fl of the- cc.uriagc \vorkers 
in Town,villo. 

Mr. GREEx : I di·d not say that in the wire. 

The HOJ';lE SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber did say thr<t in his wire. 

:\lr. GREK~: Thosco mf n are losing ono 
day a fortmght, and they claim that they 
have been reduced in wages. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The employees 
of the Townsvil\0 City Council arc not work
ing full time, and the hon. member knows 
that better than anvonc in this House. He 
need not have agreed to the reduction. The 
mayor of the Ipswich City Council has con
tinued to pay the full wage. The hon. mem
ber, as a member of Parliament, argues that 
the ruling of the Arbitration Court in respect 
of a reduction in wages should not apply 
to his own constituents. Ho takes up the 
attitude that. while he agrees that there 
should be a 10 per cent. reduction because 
of a reduction in the cost of living. it should 
not be applie·d to his constituents in Towns· 
,-illc. Tlw hon. me~nlwr wired t0 the rail
way employees at Towns,-ille that he did not 
agn•c v;ith the reduction. 

:\1r. Gr.EEX: Lndf'r the rircurnstanccf:. 

The J~TOl\IE SECRET/,RY: That is the 
hon. mernhcr'o "·in' .. -that he did not agreo 
"·ith th0 reductions. 

:\lr. ('llEE:-r: No: I aid that they had 
b0en red need alroad;;·. 

'l'llP liOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
member al!o,,-cd a reduction in the en ;o of 

his own employees, and he thought it fair 
::1 'ld rPasorw UlP. \V]u:n he was the govern
ing authority he o.llowed the roducl.ion. ~le 
;, h,vpocritical. There i, no busmess behmd 
t.he hon. rnen1ber. 

I;Ir. l\-ioRGAX: Did __ 't you tell the 'vorkcrs 
that you ---ould not r- dnco \vage-s, and now 
sou are reducing vyagc.J. 

The SECRETARY FOI: HAILFAYS: Stick to the 
point. 

The HOME SECHETAR"'.": We said that 
the effective """" "ould not be reduced, 
ancl the effc .. tivr> wrrg·c \Vlll not be rcrluccd. 
There is no need for us to defend our 
action in that lnattcr. rrhc Governn1eDt have 
t tken u certain action: and they are rcspon
,ible to tho people of Qunc1slanJ for that 
action; but in this instance, w·o are at !oast 
not as hypocritical as the hon. DH?rnbcr. 
Tht~ ];on. rnernber propo~e:;; 10 per cent 
n·durtion bcf':tusc of the reducod cost of 
liYiTHt. Take his O\\ n argurncnt, that it '"as 
1wt t~o appl~: to the 1-'nblic servants receiv-
-ing nwrn than the b :_~jc but to nwrn-
her' of l':uliamcnt. \V11' suhry of any 

rcceivin r~· n bovc £30'1 Pvcr fixed on 
bv~;ic wage~·: l-Ie kt 10\\::! that is not so. 

I-I(' knows th(~ basic -, a£rc is not applied to 
·-alar:rcc of £300 or £t.]Q0 a year. It is no 
factor iu dca.li.ng ·with the question of sa] ·u
j( ~; it jg a. cp1e·--:tion of thP '·~due of the 
nffic('r's scr\~tc--. It. is ridiculous to say that 
a 10 per c ;nt. reduction, bu aw ·' of tho 
H:ducf'd co~t of }iy}ng-. ~11ould apply to a 
mc1.n 1.1 r0ccipt. of £1.000 a year. If· that 
\Vt~rc so, wb.'-' \V_,._ the hon. 111C'n1bcr for 
Hu]imbn paicl £1,000 a , c '.r a :\Iinistcr, 
and althongh the eo t of 11vin_g gone up 
100 per C('llt.. the sctlar.'. still . remains at 
£1,000 a vc::n·? I am u <JD~ this arguruent 
t J shov that the hon. mcmlJcr for Townsvillc 
n!Htnt the n1o1io:1 to ::P1nh7 to the basic \Yagc 
n)cn, and he cannot d8rly · 1t. 

T,Tr, GREE:-J: I do deny it. 

ThA HOr,IE SECRET~\RY: The hon. 
1nornbcr cannot der:!V it, and yc·t he \vircd 
to his O\vn constituCnt:-~ "under the cush,"' 
ancl >aid that he did not believe the Govern
lilUlt were acting wisdy. I am gojng to 
str2H that, again and ngain, and I will 
st.rr lt to th<:' hon. n1embcr's constituents in 
Towrs,·illn. This gentJ0man, acting }n his 
position flS may<lr of Townsvill", took up 
the same position that we did in relation to 
thf1 servants of tho State~he took the Yi)ry 
fir•.t opportunity of reducing the lmsic wage_ 

Mr. VowLES: He went to the Arbitration 
Court. 

1'he HO::m<; SECRETARY: Whore did we 
n·o? To the court. "\Vr <H(~ doing exactly 
;~h;t hr did in his position as rnayor of 
Townsvillo. But what is h<e doine to his 
con~titucr.ts in his posit.ion as a n1o1nbr_r of 
Parliament? He is wiring "under the 
CU"}1''~~ 

Mr. Gn-E:-J: In rep!_,, to a. wire. 

T!w HOI1IE SECRETARY: Ile wired 
" nr:dcr the cu~h" that he tl1inks we ."'1.re 
do;ng wro:nr,; tlutt thcrt; i:3 no rt'durtion in 
'the cost. of llYing at a.l1) or least, that 
;r. ,hould not appl'.- to hiJ . That 
~:~ the ho~·. Rrgurncnt. I think I 
ha,-c that the hml. mem-
bPr i;:; hypocrjticaJ in his 
att~tud(~ on thi~ orcnsion, or L

1-:o J1o WE) 

hypocriti('al \Vhr)n hr \V1S actin.~~ ns rnayor. 
I am rather inclinccl to belie,-o that h·c acted 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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as a responsible man as 1nayor and as an 
iJTCSIJor;sible man a, a mon1ber o[ Parlia~ 
ment. 

Qucstion-(3Ir. (Jrecn's m otion)-put, aud 
the House divided: 

Mr. Appel 
, Barncs, G. P. 
, Barnes, VV. H. 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
,. Brand 
, Oattermull 
, Clayton 

Corser 
,, Oostello 
, Deacon 
, Edwards 
, Elphinstone 
, Fletcher 
, Fry 
,, Green 

AYES, 32. 

Mr. Jones, J. 
Kerr 

, King 
, Macgregor 

Maxwell 
Moore 

:: J\Iorgan 
, Kott 
, Petcrson 
,, Petrie 
, Hoberts, .r. H. C. 
, Hoberts, •r. H. 
, Hwaync 

Vmvles 
Walker 
,,~ arren 

Tellers: Mr. Brand and ilh. Fletcher. 

NoEs, 36. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J. 
, Brennan , Kirwan 

Bulcock , Land 
Collins , , T .arcom be 
Conroy 3-fcCorm>ack 
Cooper, F. A. iii ullan 
Cooper, W. , Payne 

, Coyne , Pease 
Dash , Pollock 
Dunstan , Riordan 
Ferlickg Hvan 
Fo!cy ,. Sn1ith 
Forde , Rtopford 
Gilday Thcodore 
Gillics , W cir 
Glcdson , Wellington 
Hartley Wilson 
Huxham , \Vlnstanloy 
'l'elleTs: Mr. Dunstan and Mr. Foley. 

Resohed in the negative. 

1it 7 Jl.m., tlu; House. in acr'Ornance with 
Sr:s.,ional Order, proceeded with GoTernment 
b1,-~·lness. 

P.Ril\IARY PRODUCERS' ORGANISA
'riON BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, JiJacham): In rising to 
move }ho second reading of this important 
B.IIl, l do eO ,,,.I th a good deal of pleasure. 
Smcc I have berm Secretary for Agriculture 
I have Loon aosociatcd with one or t .c:o mea
svrcs '~hfll I. ttn1 very. pr?ud of, having been 
entrusted with the pi!otmg of the measures 
t 1'1rough this [-Iou',,,; but I venture to say 
that this Bill >~·hich is lltWJ before the 
Chamber is more far-reaching- in its effects. 
end \'.'Ill probably do more for Queensland, 
than any mcasnw ~ have had anything to do 
WI~h. I n1ay nt.o~tion the Co-operative Agri
cu,j ur d l'roduct10n Act Amendment Act 
Main Road, Act, \\'heat Pool Act, Railway 
Guuanto: Act, and Regnla.tion . of Sugar 
Cane Priers ~et, and other legislation of 
that kind-which .were passed purely in t.he 
mtcrc,ts of the pnmary producer, and which 
ha_ve done n!ucll to a .sist primary production. 
Still there 1s something lacking, >tnd it has 
be:'" found nere~c.ary to introduce a Bill of 
tll' '. character to take the first step to place 
a c~ncultm·e on a sound footing. It has been 
;;md by some people that this is a belated 
mea ·m·c. I .1m inclined to agree that it is 
a belated moaeurc, but "Better late than 
never." I would like to remind those who 

[lien. TV. McCormack. 

;:;ay that it i3 a bt:'latcd n1tasurc, and who 
•ay that thr• GO\•crnment hav3 done nothing 
for the prinun·y produccr-I ha vc just men
tioned a f,_.,y 1l1Crt Ltrl'S that carne to 1ny mind 
\Yhich have bc;•n pa···ed pm"ly in the in
tcl·est~, of the prirnary produccr-th.'lt ·we 
ban' had no f'XP ··ri<•ncc of "peac."'-tirne" 
GoYernn1ent. T,ho Lcthonr Govcrnrncnt of 
C2uPensland earn< into c-:istcncc after the 
outbreak of "M. \Vc l1ad. to <'}nknd \\'ith 
all the dillic!!ltics of the· 1\ ar, and the after
math of the ·.n.r, but the aftermath of the 
war nwkc•s it lJCCC·· 'Jrtl'y to do sotncthing
evcn if it },, n Lc•lated mcasnre at this hour
tD placc a.gricultnrc on a cound footing. 

l\fr. l\lORG.\l'i: I n·u very glad you admit 
that it is not on a sound footing now. 

Th~ SF:CRKJ'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I do not think any intelljgcnt n1an thinks 
that it is on a 2onncl footing. Wo have in 
C2ueonsland the Lc-.t hnd in the Common
wealth. I ;un not one of tho;c' · +o ride 
n.long the railway line from Coolangatta. to 
Rockhampton anc1 talk about all the idle 
rich lands, bocause a large arf:a of the land 
served by our rail ',"ays, and w hi oh ha.s been 
opened up, ie not rich land. But wo know that 
iit a State like Queensland, where we have 
f-.O rnuch good land, a good rainfall, and good 
climatic conditiont>, wit.h so much idle land 
and eo many idle people !hero must be somo 
reason, and the responsibility must be placc·d, 
not on the ·depa.rtment, but on the pe'1ple 
who claim to make the la\YcJ of the country. 
After all, law-making does not do a gr0at 
doal. If vou an:thse the Acts of Parlia
rnenh of this State, they are, generally 
speaking, passed to force one section of 
thn community to do smnethinl; th"Y do not 
like to do, in the interc·sts of another section. 
But I sa v that the mea sm·o now· before the 
Chambe/ is a constructive n1easure, and 
one which I believe Y1'ill certainly n1akc 
it poo-,iblc-I dq not sa,v it will do it-to 
plttco the farming corr1n1nnity on a better 
footing. vVc shonld ask ours< Ives the ques
tion vvhy the area under fLgriculturo is not 
increasing. I have the figures, which 6how 
that it is not going back, but it is not in
creasing at the rate it should, and there is 
some reason for it, especially ·when \'ye kno~,. 
that people h.re ]f'aving the land m some 
c·a,_es, und that people \Yho claimed that they 
clrsirod to go on the land arc not going 
on the land. After all, what do people t;o on 
the land for? 

Mr. MoRGA::i': To make a, living. 

Tho SECRETAHY FOTI AGRICULTDRE: 
Of cour-o the\ do-to rnakc a living, and 
to n1akc an ii1dependenc ). ~Ion ._, ho work 
all tho hours tbat G-od n1adC' shon1d have a 
good and reasonable opr/ Htunit:-T to nutk~ 
themselves indt•penclent before i he: reactt 
oid age. A late Preeiclent of tl .' United 
States of America .. ,Jarnh A. Garfield, speak
ing on agricultnrc, said-

" At the head of science and arts, 
at the head of civilisation and 11rogress. 
stands, not militarism (the 'Ciencc that 
killc), not commerce (the art that ac
c,Jnlttlatcs \YC'n1th), bnt ng1·icn1ture, the 
mother of all industry, the maintenance 
of human life." 

I think we can all agree \vith that declara
tion. Another American statesman, accord
ing to the United States Dep;ntmcnt of 
Agriculture ""ear Book" savs and I aO'roo 
with him- _.__ L ' .. ' o 

"Life un the farm and in the rura.l 
community gin", nsc to problems, the 
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~:Jlution of \Yhich i:- of vital irr1porta.nce 
to An1cric(t11 agriculture anJ ..:\tnericall 
civilisation. . . . \Yhcn a.gTicultnre 
begins io lo3e ground the politieal sta
bility of thC> rtation i.~ endangered." 

J\Ir. Gbdstonc also said-
·' Succecsful agriculture demanded the 

ex(~r _ise of a bnHi-der intelligenc-~ than 
uny other calling." 

I am inclineJ to avree \\·ith lVfr. Gladstane 
.thel'C. I lo10">Y that it used to be t.hought a 
few ~p!ars ago that the Lest brains should 
joirt the )luhlic sen·ice. nnd that the dull 
boy 

1
in the_ fcunily wa::J good enough to put 

en tne land. l think that aO'c of reasonino· 
is past, and it is rccugni~ed 

0

now that agrt 
·culture, the mothc'r af all wealth is ono of 
the rno~t in11~ortant ind~1stries, n~quiring not 
only a _t;!,TLat.cr an1onnt of energy, but a 
greater mtolhgence than any other calling. 

M:·· MOlW.\e::: The application of scionco 
has t)rought aoout JnlproYed rnethodS 

The SECRET ~-lR Y FOR AG RIOULT"CRE: 
Yes., . the late.st scientific knawlcdge and 
u,lul::llJnery lntut be applied to agncultun~. 
(Jne ha11. memlcr said that cf!iciencv must 
b··. the watchwonl, and I agree with t"hat. I 
agree that there is no such thing as unskilled 
hbour. Anv man followin"' his cnlling 
\Yhcther u~infr a ~hoYel or an °axe, can Inak~ 
himself, ollici~·r:t. and the farnwr, of all men, 
ha.:. to be cfhcl('nt, and the Governmf'nt have 
to a·3si Jt in bl'in7ing ,.bout that efficiencv. 
Coming closer hon1e, ~anoth-er groat statcsn1~n 
said quite recently-

,, l. Agriculture as an industry must be 
made a ronmn<Jrativo industrv ta tho'·e 
engaged in it. 2. rrhc indush:V IDUSt bo 
gTeatly extended, for onlv in that can an 
adc1itional population be" o,bsorbcd · and 
it is only b~: iru_reaJing the popu'lation 
that lYe car.. r :dnce our per capita fin an~ 
c io.l lmrdcno. 3. The conditions of life 
of all countrv dwellers n1ust be n1ado 
n~nr0 attractiv-e than at the presPut tin1e. 

" Organi~ation of agriculturists on the 
farn1 bureau ~;vstcm i:;; essential. The 
Ion! oi:;anisati~n '"ill be linked up with 
district councils of agriculture, and thc,,e 
in turn will be represented an the Central 
Council of \gricnlturB. ProYisions v1ll1 
be made for advi>orv boards for the 
dair:-ing industr~r, fruit industry, and for 
other br".nchcs of agriculture." 

An 0PPOSITIOX MnmER: \Vas that "Billv" 
Hurs!Jc, ., , 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: 
It ''as not " Bill:." Hu.~hPs I referred to. as 
"another groat statc-3nlan" in 1-\ustralia, but 
Mr. Thcodorc. 

GoYERX:<EX1 :;,IE\IBrms: Hear. hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR .AGRIGGLT1:RE: 
I onlv quote Garfiold. Gladstone, anc1 l\1r. 
'rh0odore as agre-eing on thi~ important point. 
I want to point out that. follmving on that 
docL ration h,· the Premier of Queensland. 
the Premier did not sit c]Jwn an that, but 
called n confel'Pncc, "'.Yh1ch bron~ht into cxis
tPnce thp Da-irv _Ach-i~orv Board and was tbP 
o;tart of th0 Prm·isional Council o{ AgTicul· 
ttn·c; and the \"m·k these boards have done 
so far shows what the permo.nont council 
\\-ill do ·.dr"n it is o.stnblished. As a justi. 
ficatian for tho Bill. the Provisional Council 
of ~\gricnlture, as I haYc explained, was 
hronght .into 0:xi~tenc0 bv a ('Onferel!('0. fol
lowing that declaration· of the Premier at 
Laidlev on 21st Fobnwrv last. Tht' whole 
of the- member,, of the ·)JrovicionuJ C mncil 

})l'Oj_WSC 

elected by tho prodtH ers, 
shall be nmlcr this Bill. 

as we 

The urgency and in1portancc of the pro
blern noces• itatcd taking sorne arbitrary 
action to iJFtitntc the member-S of the council. 
A Provisional Council was nppointod, and so 
far they have justified their existence, and 
I consider that the selection of those gentle· 
men has be?n particularly successful. 

1\lr. BEBBINGTON: \Vhat have they done? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I am going to tell the hon. member, if he 
'-"ill have a little bit af patience. It cannat 
be expected that oven the permanent council 
io going to solve all the prabloms of agricul· 
tun" in one, bvo, or three years, nor can 
it ho expected that tho Provisional Council 
could sol vc them in the short time it has 
been in existence. It has aniy held twa 
llH.'l'tings altogether, but n1any things haYe 
been daue, and I \Yill tell the Hauoo briefly 
what they anl. 

First of all, it has formulated rule." and 
standing ordel'S, and appointed a number of 
standing committees. It has appointed an 
adminidrative cmnmittco, a dairying con1-
mittce a. \vheJ.t committee, a sugar commit
too, d transport cornrnittec, and a fruit 
committee. Steps have also been taken to 
appoint a director of the Producers' Assa· 
ciation. The position was advertised for all 
over _Au-,tralia and Ne1-v Zealand, and seventy
two applic."tions have been received for the 
position. I had the apportunity of looking 
thraugh those applications a fmv days aga, 
and there is no doubt there are some very 
fine men offerin~ themselves for the position 
of director. Thcc;_,e aro applications from ~\ew 
Zealand. and from all th0 other States, and 
n bout thir( ··en or fm.utcen Quccnslandcrs haYo 
c.lso applied. The Coqncil. of Agricnl~nrc 
IYiJl n:al-:L a sc1cction L t thou next meeting. 
D"lec,-atd \\ere appointt•d by the Pravisianal 
Com;cil to visit diffNent parts af tho State 
and explain the objects af. the schor;"le. 
These dPlc ~·ate are »ble to g1vo an outhne 
of the policy adopted to the primary pro· 
du~--'l J in connection \Yith the ne· .. \· scheme. 
'J'hc council Glso considered the quostian of 
leg·ishtion, which had resulted in the Bill 
thdt I aitl no\, spoctlong OIL .... \bout fifteen 
proYi~ional district . organise;rs . ha Ye been 
appointed for the d1ffcr:nt chstncts. I .had 
the pleasure of address1ng those organiser:) 
to.dav. and I am satisfit>-d from their general 
nppe~rai!Cc' ancl from the care taken by the 
comn1ittoc in their selection, although I do 
not k:.1ow n1a1Tv of the1n bv nar.ae, that they 
-,iil be able to 'explain the scheme tharoughly 
and t 0 jmtify their existence. They belieYe 
in tbo scheme, and they will be able> to 
cxplaln it in the wa~v in 1vhieh it was 
intt r::ded. \Yith rPg<nd to lcg1s1ation. the 
frult :~PctioD ~;uggcstcJ that the Fruit Cases 
_-\et should be amcnclc~d in certain directions 
to proYide for £Tade cla,sifwation and the 
setting np of a standard. It showJ that 
the \YOrk of this body has borne goad 

because the Crown 8 )licjtor \Vas 
rm,sulted, and the Govcrnn1ent 

intraductinn of the o,mending 
lo:;i-L1tion propocicd. I had tl.w pleasure of 
JWnEinrr a draft of the J3J]] thJJ afternoon. 
. Still .the hon. momhel' for Dra:~ton wants 
to know -. .-lw t is being clone, and I will toll 
hi ,l a lit1le mor0. I might sa:; here that 
the Gm·ernmcnt. realising the pnoition of the 
·dairying industry, appointed a Dairy 
Advisorv Board. and that baard haYe 
already" justified their oxiston~,c. They have 
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done goDd v·ork, and thcv haYe 110\V been 
rner·gt'd in the council. I <lrn ::uro that great 
benefits will accrue to the dairying industry 
from the appointment of that board. It was 
suggested by the fruit section that something 
should bo done jn connection \Vith thr~ banana 
industry. It w,.s pointed out that the 
bananct-grov;in[f indu~t_r~, lA'as likely to bo in 
a b<.t-cl way n 1 a~count. of the large area put 
under banana; m Queon·land. and th0 sug
gestion was r.wdc that a banana pool shou1d 
bo created. I pointed out that the Govorn
Incnt would not bring in an;.T con1pulsory pool 
lcgi:·lation ', ithout applying to the banana.w 
growers the sa1no conditions that they applied 
to the cheese-producers in regard to the 
estab!i-hment of a chcc e pool. \Ve pointed 
out that a pool must be asked for b:· 75 per 
c0nt. of those engaged in the industry before 
a pool can b' The condition 
cxi::-t~ in the indqstry. 

:\Ir. 1IouG,\X: The Cheese Board has done 
no good, b£c .u e the pricJ is coming down. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is a rcfl2ction on the cheese-producing 
communitv to sa v that the Cheese Board 
han) dorlc no ~~ood, becanse they wore 
clcctr·d b·· tllP chehc producers themselves 
in the rnc d: (krnoc!.·atic 1 v po:· --1ble. I do 
uot agTC<'~ \vith the hon. ge~nlenHln that the 
Chcc· c Pool Be Hd is a failure. It is 
imno~3ll-!e to np pric(:s art.iftcia1ly, 
a!thon~,h the:' ccrtainl:,T do bOITlething 
that \.Yrt.Y h\7 the chee~e producer',, 
a1:d. i/ ~~H~=·· that already, they 
\Yl 11 C.O lt (lf', 

:\11-. 13c-mXGTOX: The dwcsc l'roduccrs 
haY(~ L...:,~n orr,a,lli,:illg for ten year:.;, 

The SECRE'V.EY FOR AGHICULTURE: 
In ort1Pr to n1ec:t the '" ishcs of the fruit sec
tion who n~kcd £or a rJcol, I haYe already 
had a rough drn ft n1ado of a general pooli..:~;r 
Act. Thi' h·' ·; not been con,.idcred D': th~ 
Cabinet :eel, but it hP3 been drafted, and I 
have no doubt that the Cabinet will agree to 
a genpr;;l po ,Jing Act !wing placed on the 
sta1tute-book 'to meet the v;isht .. of the 
Council of Agriculture. A safeguard will 
have to be introduced to pro.-ide tl1'lt 75 per 
cent. of the farmers concerned must demand a 
pool and vote for it before the Gov·crnmcnt 
give effect to it. I think it is a good thing to 
han~ a gcnnra1 pooling A{ t Dn thC statutcwbook 
~o that. v·hpn an indusrrT i~ disoro·aniscd 
b~T YirhH~ of thr- laek of~ stabili,,ati~n and 
.tnarketill<; facilities, cffert can be O'iYt:n to 
th:• \Yis.lJ,- s nf t.hc' produc'rs to hrfng l~}~'J 
exbtcnc<' a poolmg scheme for the benefit of 
those. Lcllworned. I ha ye already pointed out 
m Hns House that. the Department of Agri
culture is deficient in efficient instruetors and 
eX[lCrts. That is not now information for 
this Charnbor, bcC'auso ever siJH c we have had 
nn Agi'ieultural Departn10nt in Queensland 
the Department of Agriculture has been 
starved in regard to instructors and exports. 
In order to meet the wiches of the fruit 
section. "·ho asked for further instructors 
proyision will be made on tho Estimates f01: 
the appointment of furth0r instructors. Them 
i.;. no \vindov.7wd1·c~cing- or " lf'gwpulling" in 
th1s matter, so far as the Government arc con
cerned, because we ha,:c rrlrcaclv giYcn effect 
to the rC'rornmondahons a.nd resolut-ions 
passed b:· the Council of Agriculture. \Ve 
~re a1~9 m_e0tins their \vishes in regard to 
~he ut.Jhsabon of. :;'Urplus. \\·a.~tc, and jnf£'rjor 
fruit. We have communicated with the Com
~wnwPalth Bureau of Sci()11ce and Industry, 
m ord01· to trrke some steps to utilise the 
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~'Lll'Jl1ns, v,.·aste, and inferior fruit, and W€ 
h. '· ,. dr:1ftcd a Bill to meet their requests. 
The fruit-fl v is another matter that the 
rrnit 5-PC:t~on' ba.s ho.cl undPr consideration. It 
i; " yc;-y important problem, and one which 

us io be vc·rv difficult of solution. It 
br '11 noinicd out thot on the border of 

::\r•w South Wal"·· there is ;c number of 
uc~glPctcd orchanl::;, ancl the fruitgrovvers 
l"" eel a ruolution and for .;ardcd it to me 
with a mqucct that I should get into touch 
with the ::\cw South \Yalcs authorities and 
arrange a confcr£'ncc between the Ne"\x South 
\'\ales officers and tho· c C'mployC'd bv th<' 
Queensland GoYernmont. I communicated 
with the :'\ C\'C South \Y alu Government, and 
they arr no~'\- going to giY instructions for the 
dc·,trnction of those orchards which appear 
to be breeding the fruit-fly. The hon. mem
ber for Dravton insinuated that the Pro
visional Cou;;cil had been sitting down on 
tbeir jobs and doing nothing. 

:\Ir. I3EBBlNGTOK : 1 did not sa,. eo. I only 
a'ked what they did. c 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: 
I wiH tell th(; hon. gcntlcrnan sorno n1orc. 
I now come to the n1o~t important branch of 
ngriculture in this State. I refer tc' the 
sng..tr+gro~,yjng indu~try. It is the rnost 
imporb1nt from the point of view of its 
rriOnctnry YH luc, and bcc·;_.u;;·~ it settle::: a. 
1 \·hite popul -tion in tho ::\"orthcrn portion of 

State. The council pr.~, ~d a rc:;olntjon 
n dPcidcd that steps shou1d be taken Uy 
the lof'al Producers' \ssociatio 1 to do 
('\·:-~·::· h:;::(,~· the_,: pfY, ib1y :ld to C011tinuc 
t }Jt.:' prr"2llt ~ugar Thl' UoYC'l'll-
ntC'lJt clic! r_" 1t thi que~' ion. 

~nt :'·fr. S>cplwn 
+o a' publici!,: 
hon. me ,lbcr for Jf.fns~~rase 
tlu1t he ·:as ," very c:tpable 

posibon. ~~Ir. \Yalker wont to 
}\ c1Lcnune to t~ndca vonr to c onYincc~ the 
Hun~hern p-.:oyJ1o who arc out to influence 
th~~ Pr~n1c ~Jjni~tcr again:-:t renc,ving the-
up-t:r ugTecrne~1t. I\Ir. \\~alker is the very 

man for ·the po,ition, and he will be employed 
i~1 trying to convinc0 the narrow-minded 
pcopl~ it~ the South • ho arc ho· tile to the 
sugar indu try of the ncce,sity for continu
ing the agrPcmont. 

In rc:;ard to vvhcatgrovving, a Yery 
important dm·elopment has taken place in 
ronnection \Yith that industry. Since the 
council camo into exiJtcncl! Mr. Quodling has 
submitted a 'Chcme to tho \Yhcat Board for 
tht> irnnroyement of vvheat. This is the 
rr~Olntitn1 pa~~scd b~~ the ProYisional Council 
in connc2t~cn with that sch0n1e-

" The Council, in conjuuction with thE' 
D~pnrtment of ~l.griculture and the State 
\Yhrat Board, has suc~codccl in effecting 
a C()nsidcrablc improyernrnt in the cul
tural methods of wheat-growi11g in 
Oucc·L::·l-;nd. The schcinr: prepared by 
thn council has been adopted by the 
\Yhcat Board. It pro·:ides for tlw pur
cha e bv the vYhcat Board from the 
Departw'ent of Agriculture of a qual1tity 
of specially clectccl cccd, which wilJ be 
gro,,·n under special conditions. The 
wheat '·0 harvested \vill. in turn, bo 
rrscrycc\ for seed purpo ,cs. A new list 
of recommondc·d yariei;rs has boo" drawn 
up, and these haYo been allotted to 
certain districts, where each will be 
planted on a specified class of soil." 

(Opposition interjections.) I am surprised at 
the lnstility directed at me in delivering 
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such an import:Lnt speech as this. I hope 
the hon. nlember for N anango is listening, 
bccau~0 I \\-'ant to refer now to an industry 
in which he i~ vitally intero~tcd as well 
as I, bee a U.:ie I kuow the N anango cloc
~orate is a large 1naize;-growing distri~t. 
Last year he vv J..S ycry anx10us about a ma1ze 
pool. I point0u out the difference in tho 
wa·· of a maim pro! as diotinguiohed from 
£L \.-heat pool. The wheat area i.s collfined 
to one part of the State, and there is only 
a lin<~ted 11tm1bor of wheat buyer,, but there 
aro thuu~a::.HL of 111aizc buyers .. ancl the rna.1ze 
growers tHL' bCtiLcred all OYt'l' the State. 
HmcOYcr. \H' ha\·o not decided that the 
nla~zc~-gr(J\'\Cr lnust bo led, to the tender 
lnLrc,l of th · spocul~~.tor. \Vo lHt\·o endeaY
oureJ to do so21wthiug to fj_ "J. out the correct 
position, and, at the suggo:.tion of the pro
visional Council, "\Ve an~ co1~ecting certain 
information from the growers which 111ay 
enable us to solve the problem. 1 do not 
,;ay that it is simple of wlution, but we can 
do something. Further than that, I ma:, 
tell the House that during the last few days 
the GoYern.inent haYc approached the Corn
mow,; ealth G01·ornmcnt with a view to 
imposing an increased duty on imported 
maize which may compote with Quoensland
grov:ll n1a1ze. 

~\lr. EDWARDS: Don't you thi1ok it was 
unf,tir that a representative of the maize
grov"·cr_; wa;-:; not appointed to that council? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCCL'ITRE: 
There i,., nothlng unfair in it, but \Te do not 
want to O\-crburdcn the proYi··ional Coun-cil. 
I n~pre2ent tho chief maize-growing di~trict 
in the State. and there are Dtl1cr Inaize
g-rowers on the council, so that the int·;rec.:;ts 
{)f the rr1aizc-gro\vers \vill not be overlooked. 
Serious con~~ideration wa.;: giYen to the hon. 
n1en1be1·'s , uggcstion, but for the reason I 
ha'· c jt:st 'uentioncd-i hat wo did not want 
to overload the council or spt up precedents 
\\·hich the pcnnan'~'nt council will not be able 
to follow. \\"C want to be as econornic.d as \YG 

\Y""::> not ndo1Jtt'd; but I an1 ,utidlfJd 
that iut~ res+~ of the will 
lw con,crn"l and their l 
t~w proYi·-.· ;nal ('out cji, and 1 
whC'l the ncrn1anc~nt council is ekct,.?d, th~~c 
yyjll ha ye \hPir rcprc; c>lltati,·c upon it. 

To~da-.,~ \Ye issued a Lu11·+1n 
ha~ ~ br.yn to '1tc) bv tJ1e 

l'Ol1Hnitt: ~' 
.;·,tion that n1ore 

·1 \vit.h rc.,,arc1 
nlcL ... ir~.1portant 

the fnrL.1.L s are organl::: .. d is the 
]11'0\~Ision of ad(~qu·l.tC finaEcc-tho l tablish
nlcllt o~ n.lral bank~, for 1nstanct.'. 

I\fr. l~JXG: Can you gi,~e us any informa
tion ubout arrc.nn·oot '? 

The S"Et'REL\RY FOR AGHICL:LTCRE: 
I ca.n ·.~·in:> hon. 1 ICl.llbcrs a good dea.l of 
i11furu.ation <.1 bau '· n lot of other th1ngs. 
Ar~·o\Y~·not i::; impnrtaut: Lut it i~ not irrlpor
tant r·uou()'h 1"::) justify a reprcscntatiYe on tho 
proYisiDnil ( 'c:nncil. The pC'l'i"lHlllC'nt Cotnl-c~1 
i n.ppojntc·d by tbe furrne1 ., who. by then· 
~~-ut.c~. ''"ill the:.:· will t>l0cL The 
dair.\ ing ( n •c sn1 to-da;~. and :dea.!t 
'" ith OJH• hYo iE1portant qu· 3tions-herd-
t -ting, for 

The quo tion of better finar.ce for the 
f:1r111.l~r i'l und: J.' cousldcrah-)n. r,nd the 

tion of fnLldr>r <lE'""] "\Y1i.C'r Con~:.f1'Ya,tion 
1 :'t•n rPfPl'l' 1 d tn the fin ant c 

1 h :·; 1"":- ~l~) l"l ""11'0 iLlporto..nt 

foddc~r and "\Yater con.scryation. In a good 
::c.cuson \vatel' is allowed to run to the sea, and 
thousands of tons of fodder arc asted. 
\\ lwn the permanellt Cuuncil has boon 
appointed, with the co-operation of the 
lJoJJartrnent of Agriculture it is hoped that 
thc,,e proLlems will be soh·ed; bttt I think l 
Lt ve c ~id enough to show that the provi~ional 
Conncil ha Ye 110t been asleep on their job; 
aud, after all, it is the JWrr .anent Counc1l to 
v;ho1n w·e look to 1nakc things rnove, becau~o 
t lL'.Y will rcprc_jcnt ,·,nd be rcspo11siOle t.o the 
fanners, aed will certainly celT.; out the 
policy t.hc farmers vvish. 

:1Ir. ::YIORGAX: Will they be elcctcd only 
by t~1c fanners? 

Tiw SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Tb ... Te will be Govnrnn1ent no1.ninccs on the 
Luud, as I pointed out when the Bill was 
ir:tr;;duccd. The Goycrnmcnt cxperto will 
lw Ye scat; on the council, but onl,v fi I'C out 
of t \ventv will be Goverruncnt- nomiJJet.':,, 
"0 that tllc farrners them _,cl ye;:; ''"ill dominate 
the council and formulate its policy right 
through. 

.Mr. FLETCHER: Your nominees will onlY 
b' the experts? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yce. 

::Ylr. SIZER: Will farm hands htne a ,,oto '! 

The SECRET~\HY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I ha Ye already said that the CornmisJionor 
.f·)r RaiL, ~i.3 a l11C.i.11bcr of the ·CounciL 
Tran :Port one of the 1nost important 
11ue f.1on~. I have ahvavs said that one of 
tlw great dnnvback::; to~ the farn1er is bad 
1·oad~. Probably \Ye haYe too many miles of 
railways, aud if we ht:d better roads feeding 
the rnih,·ays, the latter rnight possibly pay. 
That is one reason why I am proud of the 
fact that I was a",sociated with tlw introduc
tion of the Main Roads Act. (Oppo ,,ition 
intPrjections.) I !"'peat that I am surprised 
ut the opposition that the Bill ioJ meeting so 
far. (Opposition di"Pllt.) I am surprised, 
bccau L' it "·as said hy intelligent farmers 
throuchout the State before the House met 
that the so-called Farmers' party would haYo 
Pither behind the scheme :' nd support 
it or thcn1scl \'l J onf 8 and for all to 
b,, thc one mic. of the fHmers. It is very 
dif!icult to tell from the speech of the loader 
of the Oppo<cion \. hpc·hcr he is against the 
Bill or in favour of it, but I am going to 
1uake rcfercn..::c to somt:! of hjs remarks before 
I ,it down. At this junctL!l'c I would like to 
riivo Cl'< clit to the Prc.3' for the support theY 
haYe giYcn tho ::cherne. 

:.Jr. Vowu:s: }Lwo the,, not been pai,d to 
do that ach·0rtising '! " 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGHICULTURE: 
~~o. For in~,taucc. I ha\,; here a leader in 
ihe "Dail,· Mail" of the 27th J\Iarch last, 
from >Yhirh I shall quote briefly. Though 
the "Daily ::Yiail" is a party paper, it 
n t.Ese~ that tho time ha:; arrivt.~d when 

should be sunk in orclN to save Queens
and c\0,-clon it and place the rural 

COll1111UTiitv on a~ sound footjng. rrhis is 
what jt S<;VS-

" The conference of dairvi ng interests 
convened bv the Promic'r ".'as one of the 
most notable gatherings in thc history 
of the State, and its deciJions, provided 
that thev arc carried out in the e-pirit 
>·:hich si'e:na]i,ed their birth. arc likely 
to hayc ~a fer-reaching offcd upon the 
futuro ,cleYolopment of the State. Great 

IIot>. 11'. S. (]il/ies.] 
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credit is due to the Premier for this bold 
piece of practical statesmanship." 

I just want to quote a few associations who 
have given this movement their support. I 
feel sure this scheme is going to succeed and 
tho farmers are going to embrace it, and 
even, if afterv ards they vote against the 
Labour party, that does not matter to me 
or to the Premier. \Ve are going to put 
the Bill on the statute.book and start it on 
sound lines, and >Ye are going to do all we 
can to place the agTicultural community on 
a firn1 footing. 

GoYER)I:.\IENT J.\1E:\IBERS: ]]car, hear! 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The foJlo-;,'1,'ing as'3ociatioru have \vrittcn sup
porting this scheme:-

South Queensland Fruitgrowers' Society. 
Farmers' Alliance, Ylutdapilly. 
Queensland s,iJor and Soldier Pro-

ducers' Didributing Agency. 
Bo\YCn Farrnors' Association. 
ApplPthorpc Branch. Stanthorpe District 

Council of FruitgrO\YCrs. 
Summit Branch, Stanthorpe District 

Council of Fruitgrov, ers. 
Mount Tully Branch, Stanthorpc District 

Council of Fruitgro\YCrs. 
Cottom-alc Branch, S'tanthornc District 

Council of Fruitgrow('rs. ~ 
Glen Aplin Brrrnch, Stanthorpo District 

Council of Fruitgrovsors. 
Thulimbah Branch, StanthorpG District 

Counril of Fru1tgrowors. 
J\iarn1or Progn_,~s Af~'3ociation. 

BracC\YCll Farmers and Dairvmcn's Asso-
ciation. V 

Beverley Fruitgrowers' Association. 
Ambrose Producer2.' Association. 
Quec'nsland Farntcrs' Union branches at 

Oakcy, 1-Iaclagan, ~loola, Jirnbour, 
and C'ccil Plains. 

Australian Dairv Fanuors' r\ssociation: 
Bundaherg. ' 

Australian Dair·:· Farn1crs' Association, 
Byrnestown. ~ 

Farmers' association•, at Goorolba. Jlilun
dubbera, Machine Creek, and 'Yood
ford. 

Dairymen's A:::sociation, Bucca. 
Sunnyvalo Dairymen's ~A._ssociation. 

Dairy Farmers' ..c\ssociation, Cooroy. 
Gin Gin Dairy Farmers' As,ociation. 
Atherton Settlers' Association. 
Ce1tral Queensland Farmers' Co-opera

ti,·e Company. 
Charcoal Scrub Returned Soldiers' Set

tle:nlcnt Progrce s AP;:::ociation. 
Bcerburrum United Fruitgrowers' A,so

ciation. 
Amongst individuals who have written to the 
Press in its support are--

\V. Parr, Erne3t street, :1\Ianly (" Daily 
Standard "). 

W. H. Dohcrty, U.C.G.A. ("Courier"). 
H. Glowrcy, Bendigo, Victoria (" :;uail"). 
Country party in Central Queensland 

(" Telegraph "). 
H. Keefer, Pittsworth ("Daily Mail"). 
Murgon farmers (E. L. Delroy) ("Daily 

Mail"). 
Wyre,"ma Milk Suppliers' Association 

("Daily Mail "). 

[Hon. W. S. Gillies. 

J. Gordon (near Toowomba) ("Daily 
:Wiail "). 

In the face of that. the speech delivered by 
the leader of tho Opposition i3 a most illu
Ininating ono. I an1 going to gn·e this J-Jouse 
afl instance of the unfortunate nosltlon in 
which the hon. gentleman finds himself. 
If I were in the law court' trying to· 

defend a prisoner, I would find 
L7.30 p.m.] mysdf. prouably. in the smne 

position. It is 1Ulfortuuatc that 
the leader of the Oppositioa b:>s 'tlCh a poor 

ledge of the farn1ing nqu~r,_n1l:1ts of 
State that he "' ~1 S uncertain where he

~tood. I have }H'l'C sonH' of tlH_" thin':rs --;rhich 
the ho1!, gcntLman srtiLl difFcn:nt tinlC', 
du:!:·jng his spec_ h. Su,~w been tak n 
h;JJll ·• " down 
-,-hilt_' the~ g·cntlelnnu \\'<.1~ thcn1. 
I cud not g-i-,-ing.._ h_'lll in tltc which 

\Y('l'C :;:(lid. I lH1sc put tlH'lll in 1nv o-..Yn 
to slw<' tlt0 iucoP i:-:.1 _'LC\T of th0 

0Le thing the lwn. gentlC.tr1an said 
Y\HS--

"It 1s a 
~-r : l' .~. t Jp t 

after seven 
haYC n;)t 

th' kind 

In anothf'r portioJJ of hj,, ~nel'ch, ln~ said 
the GoYCl'llniC:t were . U)l a bun('h 
of ' io the lar'lH'l'''· lw said he 
'" ,, of thP chcme. \Yell. he wa> 
ir fayo1n· of holding up t1li_~ bnn<.:h of carrots. 
~\:::;ain, he snld there \Ya.::; a tretnendous lot 
of n1ake-lJc1it ,-c n bout thl:-J matter. In 
anothPr part he said th:tt the hou. n1c1nbcr 
for Draytou nrgecl tlt,\ vrinC'iplc of the 
:·hl'lllL'. Then again-

•· If thP GoYcrl!nlcEt l'l~ c-;Jnl ,•re. thcv 
·.ould haY<' eom0 tu tlll~ a•~i::!ta.n('C a·£ 
tlw fanner n1onth:;, ar""!d CYen years, 
bL·fore." 

T1Jcn he con1plnjns dw 1)l'lrn1er treated 
Ilou-t' unfnirh- he announccG. 
pol1e.- ~OlllC' lJ.JOnths !JcforP thr: 1-Tousc 

n~ct. Then Jv:< sa\-::: be b0l1c--..-cs in the ::-ehcmo. 
Further on. he saicl-

" It was UIH10CC:-:'-'arY. and a corn
on the ...:~gri'cultnl'al u~ :)al't-

I did not say it \Y:ts un-
11( C'l -3' ary. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
TlH"' hon. ln(·InLcr ~aid-

'· It is nntH''f'S::lr ·. and fl rornmcntarv 
on t}J,... _,\o·1·iculturc Dcr rtrncnt." ~ 

Then lw said-
" It js in our platforn1.n 

(Govcrnn1ent laughter.) The. ho7L 1ncrnbcr 
also said he would criticise the Bill. 

J\Ir. VoWLES: So I will. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: 
The hon. me m bcr furl her said that the hon. 
n1c1nber for Pittswnrth drc'.V up th0 schc1nc. 
and in another portion he ad.-isod us to "Pro 
vidP markets; that i~ n1ore in1portant." One 
of the mo,t important pow,_t f~·iven to the· 
council in t.he Bill is the pom~r to tmwid,! 
1narkcts. Then the hor1. gc-·~]c dan goes o:1 
to say that the organi~ers quite unnf'-rcs-
sary. Hero is the boa ut,~· th. lnt: After 
giYing the hon. DlOnlber for Drayton and 
the bon. member for Pittsworth credit fM 
the scheme, he said-

'~ ~lark Harrison is responsible for 
suggec,ting the scheme." 

]\fr. VoWLES: Gi.-ing it away, I said. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
In another the bon. gentleman said-

" The Premier lifted the scheme holus 
bolus {rorn an ...::\uJC'ricau rnagazinc." 

(Govcrnmc::t laugi1ter.) \Yhat are wo to 
expect, with all those incon:,istent statenwnts r 

I remember Mr. J. H. C. Roborts, the 
present rnmnber for· Pitts·.·, orth, on one occa
sion r11aking a decla ratio11, v;hich appeared 
in one of the rmpers, ,., Lcn t.he Fanners' 

\VHS fjrst fonned. It was a very clear, 
dt~cluratio~l Dn his 1wrt.. llo .~.J.id-

.. \Ve a1·e agaiu t the )~<ttiol!tili~t 
bccau~o of their a·"uciahon \Yith 
and contbinf and \YP aro arrainst 
Labour 1 uf the lat:d tax and 
high wage:. 

Ii the Standing Onlcr,, per~nitted, I ould. 
( ··cposo the bogc_,y of lngh The farrners 
ha Ye to sell their to the people 
\Ylto l1Yc by t1wir \\·ag·e:-:, only b\· h~LVllJt· 
good y,~agt ca:1 t~1e fanner l"L'c;clY~·~ a fa1-{~ 

ror labour. Al,,), if the htandin~:r; 
lH2nnittccl, l c·...:J:_cd ~·o ir:.to th quL".,-

of !nnd taxatiou, and , uu"':: that the 
pa1·t~~ al>olisbeJ t11r· ay guara.n-

tc'c. I au1 satl~fi<.•d, fro.n vhat 1ny colle-tglH~. 
the Secretary for llail\>·;,y". has told me. that 
~tad that g~w.raut··L' Gccn jn operation to-day, 
:t would lHtY<J been <Ul [LJllUal tax of a 

of a 1nillion on the !·.tck,, of tbt~ 
; wherea ... the land tax }Jaicl h · th0 

bona fide farmers is le s t!1an £20.00J. ·n:w
inJ c~:Dlainecl that, I think I eau cln:in1 
::lwt tl1C .hon. · £or Pitt:.:·· orth shottld 
C'Ol11C ov-2r to sicle, bc-;ausc the )J ational-
ist party arc still a.• ..;ociatcd \Yith trusts and 
C'OlnbliH.'S. 

I am that UEder tho 
Standing 110 kno\\lc,dgc ot 

1 t took pl ·cc In Con11nittcc-it i a farce 
that should b0 ~o. \Ye a!! ltaYo know

of y:hat tnl-:Ps p;ace i11 Ccn11nitt£'C. 
alrt'"ld,v exph1..iu~·d in Conunittc-e the 

of tbc Bill, but I a111 going to 
briefly ;galn. 

Be .fo1·e pror2C'dillg to do ~-o, I \\'UD.._ to 
lltot tlH~ ;;re at ~tgricult ural indu~trv 
QtJC'cnslancl ean lJ:~ lH'OlH..>rh~ ha.ndlc-cf a;:;d 
dCYf'lop,>J only by rl nl:,.;'ctn:isr>.tion into ow• 
~oFd body of l>;·imn-r:· producer in the~ 
:-)t~.te. \Ve do need to q 1.lc:.)tion tl1at. J 
tltndc \Vc kno·h· that thP wau:e-ear:·;c't·~ con1d 
not lw Cin<l11Cil1ab'd unt.il t1H•_;: ere properlv 
or$'aniscd. \Ye kuow full well that, jf t.hP 
nuddlemcn can prevent the farn1crs from 
being organised, thcv can do what thev like 
with tlwm. Onc" th'ey arc organi·· ·cl into a 
'olicl body they will insist on having something 
more tang1ble than the so-called Farmer ' 
party <an do for th•cm. Tlwv will insist on 
having their rights looked aftr r and will be 
a Glc to put foe\\ arc! hat they' require. At 
the lJrcscnt tirnc.. "hL'Il agricultural lcgisla
tio~I js b(~ing fra_,F'd. after the lcg1slation 
reaches this Charnbc-r tl.1c so-called I1""'armcrs' 
pr;,ty corne uiong and rritici:cc it. I want 
the bona fide fan11cr' to gin, their Yiews 
rcgarr1lng the 1et6slation l1cforc it reaches 
this Charn bt'l'. \Vhc·n that legislation is 
,,nclor,od bv the'n, it must be in their inter
est;, unci tlwy will take the r<'sponsibility of 
~a:'i~g it is what they require. 

Briefly, the Bill sots out--as the title indi
c;,te>s-to nron1ntc the a~ricultnr Ll and rural 
ir·dnstriec ·by th0 org.•ni~ati~m of .the primary 
JHOL1urcrs of (Jucr•nsland in a eon1plctcly 
unifiPd national organi'"atjon. ~he justlfica-

tion for the Bill has been emphasised briefly 
in rny short sp. cch t.his evening. The O'cne
< of the Bill is to bo found in tho speech 
,., hi eh the Premier m ado at Laidlcy. Since 
that svoech v.as made, we have been doing 
cncrything po··siblo to eLable the provisional 
Council to Parry out these schemes which wore 
adyocat.ed on that occasion. The Bill seeks 
t.J legalise what has bcem done, and what 
will be done in future. · 

The constitution of the Primary Pro
ducers' Organisation will be really in three 
t1ers. There will be the local organisations . 
\Vherc any fifteen or twenty primary pro
ducer~ arc to ho found in a.ny small centre, 
they c:tn form a loc::tl producers' orf;anisa
t.ion. They, in turn, vvill have a Vote in 
electing the district councils. The State 
has been cut np, provi·· ionally, into fifteen 
agricultur 1 distrids. Jt may be necessary 
to_ ere ~tte more: it n1ay be nf~ccssary to 
•nden some of tho districts, or to alter the 
boundaries-the t is a matter for the per
manent council when it comes into existence. 

J\1r. MoRGAX : Can everv branch elect a 
I:_c·rnbcr on thf~ .district couflcil? 

The SECRETAHY FOR ~\GRIC'ULTURE: 
EYcry loeal prodnccrs' a~c:o,ociation cannot do 
that: been use, vvhero any fifteen or twent:y 
producers exist, they will bring into exist
ence a locd producers' a''3Dciation and in 
some districts there m a v be 100 o'r 200 of 
those associations, and they.,,~ could not pos
slbly elect one rnernb<.::-r frOm each af"•ocia~ 
tion. Provision will be rnadc, by regula
tion) to enable every prDduccr to 1tave a 
vote in the election of the district council; 
and the district councils, in turn, will clod 
the Council of AgriculturP, '' h·icb ~,,ill be 
the executive of tho produecrs' n.ssociations. 
and '1·ill voice the viov, of the district 
counrils and. the local producers' organisa
tions. I speciail:: requested that the :Bill 
shonlcl be drafted in as Bimplc and plain a 
wn .""" as possible, l){•cause -"vc want the farmers 
and those controlling the scheme to under
stand it. l submit that the Parliamentary 
Draftsman and the Crmvo. Law Department 
haYc rnado it a ver-z· c]ca:r measure. The 
Bill sots out the defmition of " primary 
producer" thus-

" Every person engaged 1n the occu
pation of-

(a) Dctiry farmer; or 
(b) ·wheat, maize, or cereal grower; 

or 
(c) Canogrower; or 
(d) Fruitgrowcr; or 
(e) Gretzier; or 
(f) Farmer, whether engaged in 

general or mixed farming, cotton, 
potato, or vegetable growing, or. 
poultry or pig-raising; and 

Any class of persons declared by thcr 
Governor in Council, on the 
recommendation of the council, 
by Order in Council to be 
primary producers. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Does that include miners? 
The hon. member for Quecnton said last. 
night that the miner was a primary pro" 
ducer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It will not apply to miners. If the Council' 
of Agriculture recommends to the Governor 
in Council that a minor should be classed a~ 

Hon. lr. },T. Gillics.1 
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a primary producer, I have no doubt that 
the Government will gi vc the recummenda
tion favourable considc•ration. 

Mr. SIZER: Will the hrm hand come under 
that definition? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 
No; a dairy farrnor, a f.haro farmer, and so 
on; but not farm labour1 rs. 

Mr. SIZER: \V ill any far·m hands come 
under the Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTURE: 
For tho benefit of the hon. member I will 
r0acl again the definition of " primary pro
ducer"-

" Every person engaged in the occu
pation of-

(a) Dairy farmer; or 
(b) Wheat, maize, or cereal grower; 

or 
le} Canegrower; or 
\d) Fruitgrower: or 
.(e) Grazier; or 
(f) Farmer, ···hether engaged in 

general or mixed fo.rming, cotton, 
potato, or vLgctablo growing, or 

Any ~lass of persons declared by the 
Governor in Council, on the 
recomn1onda.tion of the council, 
by Ord<er in Council to be 
pri1nar~7 producers." 

Mr. SIZER: Tho k,;t portion of that gives 
,-er_. wide 'cope. Wil1 a farm hand not 
corne nnder that heading? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTURE: 
No. 

Mr. SIZER: Only emplo··ers. 

The Sl£CRETAI:Y FOR .\GRICULTURE: 
A prirnar~' producer may be a tenant farmer 
or a '.hare f1.nnor. 

1\Ir. SD~t:R: '\Yould a tenant· fa.rn1er come 
under it'? 

The SECUETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: 
Yes. As l have ,dread:: st:tt:ed, t1ny body of 
farn:r-rs to the nnrnbc-r cf fifteen or n1orc 
can fonn a J,Jca l proclu< er·' t~ssociation. ..._\s 
set out b,y the cor •titution of the Council of 
\gricu1ture~ L1c nu1nber of lTIC'lllbers of the 
council shall not exceed twenty-five, and 
not lc,s th·m five mornbor:. nor more than 
one-fourth of the total number of members 
shall Ln aprointcd by tho Governor in 
Council as t,he rcprcscnt1tivcs of the Go
vernrnent. rThc 1-Iini,ter shaH, by virtue 
of his o.H-ko-, be a n1cn:bcn· a11d president of 
tho council. 

An Oi)P0211'fC~ ~h::\L, 11: I thought it \YU-s 
to be fn o fnJnl political conL'ol. 

rrho SECllETAHY FOrt _\GHICLTLrr·uRE: 
I an1 open to conviction, nnd, lf hon. mem
!JC'rs c :m satish· me that this scheme should 
be sop,uated fiom the DPpartmont of Agri
culture. rrnd th"t I should not be connected 
with it, I atn agreeable to hear their argu
ments. But I s,ball want to hear very sound 
arguments in favour of the Secretary for 
\.~-Iriculture not being· prc~idPnt of this Coun~ 

-cil. T-Ic should he pre·:,C'llt at the rnectings, 
tD know what is being done, so that he can 
really be the connecting link bctweea the 
Council and the ·dcpartJncnt o\rer \Yhjch he 
exercises control. 

Mr. 13EBBINGTON: The only claim you have 
because the GoYernrnc:nt are fjnding half 

rnoncy. 
The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

The Government arc finding all the money 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

for the first twelve months and half the 
money fDr the first five years, and, if at the 
end of that time it is the council's wishes 
that the Secr-etary for Agriculture should 
not be there, it will be a very simple matter 
to remove him. The Cabinet have considered 
this m"ttor very carefully, and I have also 
considered it ,-cry carefully, and it has been 
decided that the Secretary for Agriculture 
for the time being should be the president 
and chai1·man of this important body. Clause 
6 set Dut that-

" The functions and objects of the 
Council shall be to co-operat<c with the 
department, dish·ict councils, local 
association:o, and other bodies and per,ons 
in-

(i.) Developing the rural industries; 
(ii.) Investigating and dealing with 

problems relating to the rural indus
tries including animal husbandry; 

(iii.) Advising and instructing pri
rn ary producers 1??ith rcga1·d to matters 
which require scientific knowledge and 
training, farm rnanagcmont and farm 
economics, includinlc cost of production 
.and f arn1 accountancy; 

(iv.) Making research on subjects per
taining to the rural industries; 

(v.) Securing effective action fer the 
controlling of diseases and pests 
generally; 

(vi.) Securing additiDnal markets for 
the disposal of produce and improved 
means of distribution ; 

(vii.) Studying market~; accun1u-
lating data regarding marl<cting pro
CC"SSCd and costs; disseminating accu
rate rnarkct information; and olirni
natillg waste and unnecessary market
ing expenses ; 

(viii.) Securing improved means of 
storage, handiing, :en cl tramport; 

(ix.) Promoting a general policy of 
testing, standardising, and grading; 

(x.) Extending the usdulncss of the 
professional stafi of the department by 
the utilisat5on of experts, the dissemi
nation of lit,,rature allCl pamphlets 
dealing ,,-ith matter" of interest to 
primary producers, and by any other 
method which the council thinks fit. 
including the C'itublishrnent of a bureau 
of information for primary prDducers; 

(xi.) Encourag-ing and assisting in 
the promotion of farmers' co-operative 
as~ociabons and enterprises; 

(xii.) Bettering the conditions of 
rural life and the extending rural 
education by co-operation wit.h the 
cdm ational authorities of the State and 
generally; 

(xiii.) Dealing with matters in rela
tion to agriculture and production of 
[lrimar.v produce which moy be 
referred to the council b the Minister; 

(xiY.) Generally advising, assisting, 
and co--ope-rating \Yith the department 
rmcl the ac,ociation in all matters per
trtining to the rural industries; ,vhere 
deemed nccoc_;c<try, convening con
ferences.'' 

The function,; and objects clearly set out the 
'·isdom of the S 'Cretary fer Agriculture 
being chairman an cl prt t:idcnt of the C.aun('il. 
The Bill sets out that districts shall be con
;·titnl'cd and that local organisations shall be 
hrolF!"ht into existence. It also sets out rules 
for the cs-'nLluC"t of the Counc1l, distnct 
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-counrih, and lorn.l a.~"Sociations, for thC' crea
tion of .\rh·i,.m·· Bo>trds, and the c bblish· 
Ill('nt of a fund.~ 

Thero has been :;ome rriticisrn with regard 
to the power of this Bill in connection with 
the right to levy on the industry. This 
matter has been unfair! • criticieied, and an 
effort has been made to strtmpede the farmen 
by suggesting that they will be unduly taxed 
under this scheme. There is no such inten
tion. In fact, no such condition of things can 
be brought about without tho wishes of the 
primary producers thcmsclvcA, because they 
will control the Council of Agriculture. 

Mr. BEBBI:-<GTOl':: The only safety they have 
is in the election of their representatives. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
'Nhat greater safety could a fa~mer have 
than that? They may make mistakes, as 
the:,· made in electing the hon. member for 
Drayton. The farmers will elect the very 
best men to the Council of Agriculture. 

Mr. BEB~r:.;GTOX: Are you sure they did 
not make a mistake in your case? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I think I ha·n~ justified ITl~·' existenro by 
the legislation I have intro-du~ed into this 
Chamber. I vontLu-e to say, without fear of 
,"ontradiction, that I possess the confidence 
of the big majority of farmers in this State. 
·Clause 12 provides-

" (1.) There shall be established a 
fund to be called ' The Queensland 
Producers' -''ssociation Fund,' which 
shal! be charged with the payment of all 
expenses incurred b:;- the council in the 
execution of ~his Act and any such 
expenses of a district council a pp roved 
by the council. 

" (2.) The fund shall be administered 
by the council and shall be audited from 
time to time by officers of the depart
ment of the Auditor-General. 

" (3.) All levies made by the council 
as prc·cribcd and all fines for non
·payment thereof -,hall be paid into the 
fund. 

" (4.) Tlw Gm·crnor in Council shall. 
durin• period of five years from the 
date of the pn'.iing of thi· Act. make 
grant in aid of the fund out of rrlonevs 
appropriatr:d by Parliament for that p,{r. 
po-c, or:d O\'n'Y such grant shall be at a 
rate of not less than 011<- 11ound for every 
one nonnd p:1id intn the: fund during 
the t vclvo nwnths prec-~ding- snch grant 
in rC' ,pect o~ alJ leYic_:, and fine~ jn1po,,ed 
under this Act." 

'"That puts an ob!igation on the GoYernrrH nt. 
Flr-t of all, the Go,·erHn;cnt haYo under
tah'n voluntrtril·· to finance the 'chcmc for 
the iirc;t vear of ih existence. The farmers 
will then 'be < -,l!erl upon to pay a levy. The 
leYies YYill not be Yen· lwa\'v. I ha' e alrearh· 
J}l(='lltiolH ,1 that, pos~ibly, 'a levy of ld. on 
C\'Cl',;' lOO lb. of butter and, probably, a !,d. 
or ~d. on 0Ycry ton of · ugar-cane. and so on, 
will be sufncient to fi!1ance the schernc. 

Mr. G. P. D,\RXES: \Yhat do .··ou antici
pate tho first :ear's expenditure will be? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: 
The expenditure the first year will be prett.y 
heavy. ThPre '"ill be a lot of org·anising 
and pioneorin; ork to be done before the 
pern1anent conncil con1es into exj·~tencP. It 
is e.,timated that not more than £20,000 or 
£25,000 will be required to carry out the 
scheme the first year. 

1922-n 

Er. BEBBTXGTOX : The F•"leral Cheese Pool 
in 1921 cost the factm-ies interested ls. per 
case. 

The SECHET.UtY FOE AGRICULTURE: 
I do not think there is any occasion for any 
bona-fide farmer to be Rlm·med at the pro· 
visions in this BilL beca.uso it clearly sets 
out t:wt the powc'r will be Yested in the 
farn1ers' representatiYes ·who are ele-.~t·ed by 
dH'ms:>lvcs. I acln1it. that the power to nutko 
regulation;; ls n='ry large. This -is absolute!~; 
npccs--'nr,v, but r<'gnlnt.ions \vill not be fran1ed 
by the Governor in Council except on the 
rpcommendation of the Council of Agriculture. 
The hon. m 'mber for Dravton will admit that 
that ,is a s:1fficicnt :::a.fcgt;~ud to Pnsurc thnt 
HlJV regulation frnm('d \vill Le 1n the intC'rests 
of ~the priruary produrers. Clause 1-1- certainly 
does give powcl' to n:ake rPgulationsl but I 
tJ1ink that pow _'r is ncces-.ary, and I do not 
think anv hon. lnetnbPr "~'-ho hollCSth- behcYCS 
in the r~r;hcnw will quPshon t.hc poiYcr given 
in regard to tho making of regulations. 

That is ahout all I necrl ~a: just now. The 
Dill is an irnunrtant one. and I thi11k it will 
n1ark r111 f~ra ~f prosp-_rih· t.lwt will date fron1 
the passing of this Dill. \Yhen thi i Dill 
h_rontC'S ]avv, the farmers of Quccn~land.-a 
rnc lmporktnt St ,~tjon of the commu11ity, 
having lwcn properly orcani ·"'d~~will be able, 
[IS I have alrcad~' said. to as~is:. in frarning 
l gislation for tlw puepo,c of promoting 
co-operation and for the purpcsc of enabling 
them to establish rural credits tlw c,ame as 
ihL•~· have done in ~\iTICl'icu, \v·ith the assis
bnc of the Go,·crmn nt if nee< and 
·,·hen i hat condition of things conw~ 
iht• farm('rs vvill b 8.blC' to f•n t.hnt 1he 
~.t-art of tlu·ir sah at ion. the' :·: .:u' of their 
pc·o:;perity. and placing ihcn1 011 a sound 
footing, had it" cl·lgjn in thi" BiE. I have 
rnuch pkasur_~ in rnoviug-

" That the Dill be How read a cond 
~:me.'' 

GO\"l:HX:\lf~XT ::VIE:'riBEES: 1Icar, he'll'! 

1\lr. BEBBJ~GTO~: The farnlcrs' orgn!1bations 
ha n~ done very good \YUl'k. 

nh. YO\YLES (J},,/i,_") : I i hink, Mr. 
SnPakcr, \\"C have had one of the ln.Jsl. r:·rrHlrk-
a{)lc ond rcallln,:: th t. has eYcr 
bl•Pn t:cliY,'r('d in .in this rC'·PL'Ct 
---thac the hc1. 
mlnntes en tJlnr:ith.-11 , :~nd 
~c-1 ln:nut-c;-; on l1is Dill. 
with . .:;c;nlc lllOTC' plat itudP?. 
u .'•' ini.~tcr. v.·hcn nlo\-ing th 
of u T-)llL \Yas snpposc.j to 
ciplf of th' Hill anc1 the 

"Lcnucl readi~1g 
pnn~ 

and 
no 
t}l{' 

Thf' s~cn.:T.\RY 'OH 
St8:!.1Jing Order 

Aa·-~r~·::~!.T"'Cl1E: \Yhv do 
allow me' <Jll hour· nnd 

C'rclr·l'S gi,~o 
r· ·h<' If. which 

1inin~'~" the 
Thnt OJJe o'r tl1e 
u.--: u~p; .itHlS. .r~':'·ht 

1-ws bt'Cn too 1nuch 
inst ~.ll<'C before, 

a,;rl 1 quot·d from the l"'l"'rs. where 
abso:ntoly contradictory reports 

1n to tlw one trnns8chnn. In one 
ind~:ll.!C t};p-· tell )-c•u th i: this org;·nisation 
IYCts rcspon~iblo for thP in the• pri\~ 
of butter, and von f~n -1, CYCr pa~.rc, the 

of a~ bnt.t"r con1punv tc11ing us 
due to a shortage of "supplies and 

llfr. V mcles.] 
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to the Jry spell. \Vhen you get that sort of 
thing. you begin to wonder. People through
out the cuuntr:'· arc \VOndcring ,,,..hy all this 
publicit.;- shoulJ be n<'cns:uy· in regard to 
a sch~·rrw \Yhich is, on the face CJf it-, C'Ollll1ul

~ory; because, if a man does not join up -with 
one of the local org·anisations, under the 
schPtnc of payment, his cornrnodit:.~ i::; going 
to be a ttncked. 

The PRE:\IIER: On!·- if the farmers so desire. 

:\lr. VOvYLRS: Th:- monP: ha· to come 
frou1 soJuewhcrc aftpr 1l1is 
solidaJcd rCVL'llllC' is to 
the £-irFt v, and aftc1· that 
haYe to find 

The cun
thf' n1o1w\· for 

the farrnc ~ will 

The PunnErr: Do you objcet to the farnwn 
paying for it'? 

:\h. VOWLES : I do 
do not object to 
i:-; (roino· to be 
!'i~ f01;' all t}H'SC 

''ot objPct. aucl tlwy 
hnt. if tiw ~chcn1c 
• \Yh "' i -, ; here lL·crc;

·s ancl ;tll ihc publi
h<l c1 a schen1c 

ih 
('it.v that h:1s taken 
inli·iatcd L,_, the 1)reutit'l' 
rocP.o-", but the Bill wll:d1 
not altoo·rtht'r in 
It woPlcl lw~,e !w~n t ·r if the- -c )JUb
licity ngPn1:-< had ht'Pil k('pt ill Bri~hallc. They 
lwYC' llPYCt se Pll the B1ll nnh1 to-da~-·. lJC''~'au:-;r~ 
\VC' havC' nCYl'l" ~c·c~Il it until to-da~'. and, if 
th" Pr..._rnl(_'r had hc1cl tllc~e publicity agents 
back. "u that \Yhcn ·they r t>:c ;.. nt. iutG the 
cuuntrv Jjr,tricts th0·- ;, ou1d have lwcn in 
posses-~1on of a Bill ~n!-;.d nhl,, to di:'icuss it 
<'laU:"tC' bv rlau·"(' t.he GoY<>nnnent \rould have 
(~sla bl i :.;l{cd grea L0l' ro1~fldeEce. 

The Pln:_-.fiEH: Th" hn-.1:-; of th1s organisa
tion WClti ~uggest.('{I 1Jy tlw council itscft 

1\Ir. \ 0\YLES: The hon. ccentlcrnan initia
ted a, chc1ne, and sav that ~'.che!nu \Vas 
t.!kcn from tht Fanners' L:.-nion. Tt is all verv 
well for him to sa · that ''"hat l•0 _cch-ocateJ 

:i~ th(~ San1c a·:.; thi~ Bj:l. I ~u~~ 

The PRE~!JER : Tf it " not, it lHB been 
rnodificd on the rc 1 n"('Sf'Ir~-;_rlon of the fanners 
th,-·msclYc> , nnd \,·p ha 1 -'' acc,'lJtl'd their 
SdlPHH'. 

::Jr. \'0\YLES: I tl1ou: ~!t ~-on originated 
it' 

The PicE}IJER: .,-\,_.,.L' con nl:-cd !he fanner::; 
on the 111attcr. 

'h. VO\VLES: I kuo· ,_-hOJu YOU consul
ted; you con::-nltcd :Th-Ir. Jiarri -,nl.' 

The Pm::,:IER: Yes. and he is cdmpci ·nt to 
speak 011 rnat:,crs of this klnd. 

~\Ir. -,-\:'0\YLES: JIP ~TaVP YO<l ~-h(: ~ch0n1e 
holus-bolns from the platform. of the Countrv 
party, und ;vou took it. and no\v you ar~~ 
f~·oing one step furth~:"'r and int·( '1:1 to as-i:;,t 
the farmers in the mn.ttcr of rllral credit•
another pla,nk of the Countr. · puny. 

l\Ir. F. ~\. CooPER: You origiuated a bunch 
of c:urots. (Laughr er.) 

:\Ir. VOWLES: The :\Iinist·r aid this was 
a belated measure. 

The SECEETARY FOR AGRHTLH"RE: 
tJJ,, charge. 

admiG 

Mr. VOWLES: That is one of the things 
that look su~ plcious-tlwt on the eye of an 
c·lection, after being st:ven :·cars in office, 
the Government shon!rl suddenly wake up 
to their responsibilities so far as the !Jrimary 
proclucerc are concerned, and. by way of an 
apology for all their delay, the hon. g·entle-

[Jl r. V on·lcs. 

man told us of certain other rn<asures pui 
on the -.tatnte-book b,· him. He mentioned: 
the Regulation of Sligar Cane Prices Act, 
and he mentioneJ the abolition of the rail
ways guarantee anJ various other measure.:;. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRilTLT"CLE: The 
Wheat Pool Act. 

:VIr. VO\VLES: You only put that on the 
statute-book _because it \vas forced on vou. 
The hon. gcntle1nan, when ~peaking about 
the leg-islation th»t he ha.' put on the statute
book, forgot to ., :-ll ns abr::ut the pricc~-fixing 
lcgi:slation. Pricc-f~:_o,;:ing would not ~-uit. lie 
omiitNI to tell us that. when tlw price-fixing 
mcasm·e was before this Chamber in Com
rnittee, exac-:Jy the saruc princlple ':hich is 
embodied in this scheme w·1s ~-uggc~.~t, cl fron1 
this ~idc of the Chmuher. and waJ thro\vn out 
witb scorn. That is, that nlh·isory beards 
P.ho1lld be create-d to ath·i:;:t tlw g-entlcrnan in 
charg-e of pricp-fixing. lie dicf not tell 11'· 

atP·d1ing 11bout the increas('d tax( that \YC1'8-' 

pn't on during dry tin1es. 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1.'LTT:HE: That ie. 

not true. 
Mr. VO\YLES: He did not tell us that the 

Government con1nlalHlecred or fixed tho price 
of produce bclmY the ~ost of production. He 
did not tell us anythmg· about the taxatron 
imposed upon them in respect of the land 
tax, the income tax. aud the super taxes. He 
onlY told ns one side of the -tory, as he and 
his~ C ovcnunent usually do. The .hon; gcntl~-

man had an opportumty m prcvl
[8 n.m.l ous sessions of adopting many of 

- the principles which they n_ow 
saY are so good. but which on every o<·cas1on 
thev rejecied. Having been found out by the 
ind~rstrial section of Queensland. they ar<; 
looking around to other scch.ons, ~nd pander
in"' to them, and they consider It will be a 
go';,cl electioneering· step for. them to comec 
forvvard at thi;;; juncture anJ Introduce son1c
thing for the farmer. They will go so far as 
to p~lt it on tlw statute-book; but, when the 
IH'xt election is over-if they should ~l' fortu
llatc cnongh to succeed 111 rega1r:1ng the 
Treasun bPllches-it ,-ill be put mto th8 
f:··wP ll{g-conholcs as the an1cndn'lcnts to ~ur 
State ~A-dvances Act, advancPs under wh1ch 
were refused to farmers by the Govcr;>ment, 
although agreed to by t}<e I-Ious:. It _Is ver.:: 
interesting to know, by Jntcr_;cchon th1~ even
ing-, tbni no room can be found on. the 
visional Council for a represcnt~t:vc a 
nwizc-rn~odncing ~iP.tri~t. r~he '~~nnster<;:; co1~1~ ~.idcl':3 h 1 m~f'lf a · rrw1ze k1ng. c~n~1. a.._ t _ __, 
nfficial head of the department. decided th.•t 
n maize producer should not be on the ro;n· 
mittcc. I haYe tolcl hon. f:Cntlem;n r:ppos1te 
ilw attitude w0 arc adopting-. We smcerely 
trn::.;t that this is not a 11olit!cal measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: I giye 
you my word right a\>'ay. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: It does not look like it. 
so far as it has gone. \Ve arc prep!ired ~o 
sup]lort it. \Y P consir}er there is busmes'l Ill 

it. and, if reference IS made to the speech 
which I made on behalf of the Country party 
at the last election. it »·ill be foun_d th>:t 
ncarlv all the principles contaiflcd 111 this 
1neas~_uc arc rontaincd in that speech. 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. PE.\SE : But you say it IS a bunch of 
carrots. 

The PRE~IIER: I have Your speech here, 
and I cannot find one constructive idea in it. 
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~Ir. VOWLES: I am .-cry curry for the 
hu~l. gcntkrnun. V ' 

~lr. KIRWAN: That is the speech where you 
rderrl'd tn the Xationalists as the "Roa1a 
Street Patty." 

Mr. VOWLES: We were told by the 
~Slni~tcr that the provis~ona] Council which 
i~ in evidence to-day have :Ju~n burvinP"· 
thcn1sclve..:; in various directions. V a 

The SECilETARY FOil AcmcuLTDilE: They 
buve been doing guDd \\Orlc 

:\h. VO\VLES: Tho :\linister speaks about 
things \vhich an~ npce··.ar:, ill con11ection wlth 
ch''C~e und s.ugar. It will be remc1nbercd 
thi,t. wh,,n the \Yheat Pool 13ill was going 
throJJgh this Chan1bcr, \YO askerl for an 
anH·nc_hncnt to include not .onlv \:heat but 
c· her co'JmJoditi<· ·,. If the ho~. gentleman 
had lwen in "·ith 11 lw could have 
11ad a and ~t \\' luld hav0 
lH'Cll read.-.- to whc~neYel· he "\Yantt'd 
it. He o·oce more 
in hi, he turns round, 
·trd. after rr -was b 'Ollbht lorward 
l!t tlu• Cha1nbPr ancl the opportunit~~ \Vas 

hP L 1ls us that hi.·~ council baYc been 
to thi oue ,vhlch 

h ,ye done l!ightcl't: ago. 

}Ir. Br~· -~xx~: B(·ttcr lute~ th ·n .:..ever. 

'\fr. \.0\',.LES: \Yo shall sec a change at 
Anutl1er nwtter is "~,vheat 

i11 Hm~1:1 S( \'C'H yc_Lrs ago, 
demonst.-·a.t-ing the 

if "nvbrxlv is entitled 
tq the cTedlt for the result~ ·,vhic!1 have bcc1 
('1)ta1nc>d, it is not l\Tr. Qnod1ing. Lut 11r. 
St)nttr-r. 1'hc St~{'ret :ry for ..:\grieult1U'C' has 
~tiddcnly wnk0ne·d 11p to the fa, t th<~t th(~re 
i--; cw h a t-hin';; a rrn cxp,::-rimcntal farm in 
Ror1a, and tha.t ono of their very efficient 
]Jublic ~eryants has been applying him'<~lf 
to thi~ particulrrr bra11t>h of the induftry, 
:.1nd nov/ the hon. gontlcnHU1 is t-~o-ing to 
gee the conncil to considf'r what Mr. Souttcr 
ha~~ be0n doing. I do 110t "·ant fo say any
thing ,,-hi eh v, i 1l reflect on thl Conncil of 
Agriculhn _., I (',1 rtninl:- trut,t that tho 
persons to bo d ppoint .:·d in fnt ure, -or those 
' hu arc on it no~.Y. ·will be rrpn '~cnta.tivo of 
t.lv~ varim_i3 ind-:._1stries the-~ profe:-;"'3 to reprP
:;;;ent. I have h nxJ certain retnarks rr1ado 
~~bout, t,he appointocf', but I do not -.,vant i·o 
J'('for to thPnl either indiv-iduallv or collPc
tiYdy. I hope their rq:rointment ,,-ill result 
j n g'~)Ot.-l \YOI'k. 

The SEcu~TU!Y FOil AGmn·LTl:IlE: Tdl n· 
\vhat you think of th0rn. 

VO\YLES: I will tc'll --ou later on. 
So <J~. th: nro\·i~·~onal Covltncil is con-

thPrc i,· r:o pm.er the Bill to 
bl'ing abDt!t a t(·rrninn-tion of lJrovisionnl 
f'm __ t:'JC'il, aud c~i..ab1i~lt a. OJ' real 
eonnci1.' 

The SECRETAR:: FOR 1-\GRICCLT"I:RE: You c;_n 
sack them any time. 

'\fr. VO\VLI<;S: Ye .l cannot sack them at 
anv tirnP. Evjdcntly the l1on. gcntletnan 
do;." not kno-,y his own Dill. Clause 13 
statt:~s--

" The 11roYisional Council of Agricul
h<re and the prm·isional district coun
cils a.ppoint0d by the Gm·ornor in Cour!
cil in f'xistonce at the passing of this 
Act shall be doomed to hove been con
stituted r<espectivoly "' the Council of 
Ag-riculture anc! district councils under 
this Act, and the members thereof shall 

hold office until the appointment or elec
tion of a Council cf Agriculture and the 
respective district councils in tho manner 
prescribed." 

The hon. gentleman says eycry safPgnard is 
there. "-c will make it a little morP safe 
b-; limitino: i.ho time in vvhich that election 
h:, s to tal~e place. 

The PilE}li!m: The time is limited, became 
they \vero "PPr,intod only for b:oh·o month>. 

Mr. VOvYLES: That is not in the Dill. 
They "'.vill continue in office. notwithstandintr 
that appointment for t~,·ch·u n1oot.hs, Hnt":l 
another body is elected. 

The SECRETAilY FOR AGRJCc.LT17IlE: C1n yo:1 
tc•ll me how ,·o should disbcmd them' 

:\fr. VOvYLES: You should do it within 
six months of the p·-ssing of the Dill. 

The SEcaET.\HY FOR ~-\G-Hicrr:rcn-- IlnY.-
can ,-c do that jf \\-C' haYP n·ot gor 
organisation? 

::\lr. YO\YLES: -\Ye worn told that it v·as 
going to be ready. ThP hoi1, gentlcr-..:.a:1 
;;:.{;Jt.td that pcoph~ arc frOYll far and 
~ idc- to join tho orgDni 0 The.' VY~1l 
h ,.e to bl rPtri,tcrccl, a1:rl the_,. will ha,Yc tile· 
righ~ io app;1int 1ncn to a didrict cou11c:l. 
nnd that dl~trict council ha:-- pu\YC'r to n·fL'l' 
LHltLers to Ov) suprc·i._~_lc ·~ 'ouncil. 

The S1 CRErARt FOR .AGRit 1 L1CRE · Y .... ou mn 
depend on it that ''•'e- 2-hall lc~3C' no tiu.: ·•. 

:\Ir. VOWLE:S: You c·honlcl do it v:ithin 
•·-1x rnonths. HaYo the farnlC'l" to have n·J 
l'ight to sa:~ f)5· Yotc v;ho their repre•'·nta
ti,·cs are to be" 

The Pm:mcu: They ,,·oulcl have no c]cc-
ticn or an:·th1ng eh:~ uif it l,\ '\ left to you. 

:\Ir. VO\YLES: The fcbric of the vchole 
t1·1i:1· re ts upun the d:- finition of "prinutr~' 
pn ·htcer." I want to tdl the hor.. g~·ntle
rn:l n th t I an1 ver~· susr1ieions a.bont his 
dC'filliiiorJ. 

l'hc· 8ECRFT.'I.RY FOR J~_._GR1ClT/i'LRE: You are 

·ll-]1icious about the vclwlc thing. 

·.'lr, YO\YLES: I am not. I --cant to ,,, 
this ab,o:ntelv 5irai[[ht. Vnfortnnatclv. I 

l~ad f''>~p( _·ic-ncu ~in th0 past of dra~gnet 
anl1 fi11cling out that terms \1-hieh 

appc.~red on the face to be YGry hon· .t 
turno:.'d ont to be soJnethin'; else. 

L\1r. TI1-m:~X-\X: As a legal rr1an, you ,o..houlcl 
h:'--YL' bL~(~JJ n,blc to see lt.. 

l\Tr. VO\VU~S: Did the hon. momb2r 
think th11t ur1der the Sug:ar _.._\cqnisition, Act 
thP Gon_~l·nn1rnt .,.ere going· to comn1anclcer 
other comrnodili0s? I)id the hon. rncmlJel' 
think that, unrlcr innocent little dacses 

to the GoYernol' in C'ounriL 
\\·ould han' the power to do 

\YPl'f' a bf=olntelv subYcnsivc of 
of the Lcg-ielattlrt'? It turned 

ont to be so, becrwse the 11ower "\vr·'3 given. 
and it ·wDs 1"1 bu-cd. I sav that the ··sholr~ 
o~ this thin!-£ i.:.. \YrappC'd nj) in tb~-~ dc•finitio:! 
of ·' pri•JHll'. produr0r." and a~ t(l \\ ~lf'tllr,·· 
tl1P Dill is a.n honest one or not. Tho deGni
tion rca.,d~~ 

" Prinuuy produrcr "-Every pcrso~J 
engaged in the occupation of--

(f) Farmer, w.hether engaged in· 
general or mixed farming, cotton, 
potato, or vcgctflblo growing, or 
poultry or pig raising-." 

Mr. Vou:lcs.] 
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I hope tho };on. gentleman will be prepared 
to accept an amendrnent ftt a later stage 
to put in the words " other than an em
ployee.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: \Ye will 
accept that. 

Mr. VOWLES: If the ho~. gentleman will 
aCt'Pnt tha·.: I wi1J bo satisfi(~cL I.f I ~l'C that 
1 hi.i ·thi11· i' loa dcd and thnt the i<h a is to 
o:et control of the indn ,t,rv bv bringing jn 
the· ]ndustrial \\'(_)rkl'l'.5 a~ 1~rin~ary prodnr.,_;rs 

bccan~,, they n::.·e vYorking on the farn1s, 
I will ol.Jj ect to it. 

The l'mDllE.l: I ha Ye alrcach told vou 
that 1t rcst'3 upon the c:onscnt of 'the cout~-.;jL 

'.fr. VO\VLES: \Ye have bte.l told th2s0 
thlug before jn ihis Ifousc, and we lui.YC 

fonnJ ont aftrnvarcls, to our cost~ that what 
wa~ aid frotn the front bench l.VHs not 
ac·(·lnatc. 

The SEC'RET.\RY FOB AGRICULT1'RE: \\'hat 
an' :'-·on rofq~ring to now'? 

::\Ir. \"0\YLES: I am not referring io 
.Y(U. 

The PRE~IIER: You aiJ soruething liko 
tLat last r1ight. 

:\Jr. VO\'\'I,ES: I did, and the ho11. 
llHlll kno\Y;:; that l w~s right. 1:-lerc '!:he 
point. '1'11i3 Hill proYiLlP~ that any c1a:;s of 
p r.:-;on f'an be c1u~Jarcd by the l~OYCTnor in 
Uou..::cil to be a pritnary producL r; and 
frm11 tiu1~ to ti1-ll8 pO!',OllS v.rho are nDt 
pcin13,TY proJuccrs ,\·ith1n our general acccp
tatjo:-l of the tcnn n1a' br: ndtnittcd a::; such. 

The PlcE~llEE: With !ho consent of the 
COllHCil. 

::\Ir. \'0\YLES: I admit thor • is a safe. 
gtund thcr, I an1 prepared to say that, if 
thr; Jdinitioli of .. peinlar~· produu!r" lneans 
th<:' primary producer:; as vYe l .... now thcn1, 
rhen thcfc 1s verv litt1c l1ann in tho con
·tn~,-tion ol rhe n'dl. It i.e. on]y the DO\·y{'fS 

tl1a.t 1nay lJC~ giYCll front timo 'to bnte that 
arc To critirisrn. I ~l'e t~1<1t. ]Jt'oyi::;~on 
io that fifteen primary producers cun 
ba:1d thcm,::Jyes tugethcr and forrn a local 
product:rs' a · ocjation, and that give;; thern 
the right to appoint 11 member to the district 
t·onnril. The dl:-n·jct councils \rill haYc very 
~~Teat powers. It is an irr1portan~ n1 'Her to 
u-et rrrn'C'SC'ntation on those courlril-, and it 
is kfi. to the loeal nroducers' a:::· oc:atlons 
to '~Pl>oi11t their r0prc~cutatives. 

The PRE:\HEH: rrhe rcr::ulatiollS will to 
fr. n1cd b~· L1o CotulCil of . .:\gricultu!_·t:. 

Mr. YO\YLES: Do cu not think d, t this 
IIc 'l'..; ~hotdtl ha ye sOJ!lL' say in thn 1nai er? 

Tho l)::.u:::.n.r;n: You want Parli::tnlCntar~· 
controL 

:\Jr. YO\\'LES: It is our duty to p'ck 
hole:) ill tht c t1litl~.:.. and ;-lCf~ \vhcrc th; WPak
n ,_-·< arL'. If "\VC lea.Yc it as it i.:>, then 
'-X1H_'n tllt·.· al'r appoi;1ted they '.-.,i1J be ronl-

,d t 1 dn like ns, that is, to take a lot of 
fm "Tnntcd. 

The 1_JRE}1IEH: You "\vard. parlian1entary 
enntrul. 

;\[r. YU\YLES: You should trust the far
lll( r n~1d lr_·t hin1 kno•.\· exactly what ho jg 
tiOP'l\1". .1 f ~·ou do not tP1l the farmer stralght-
(Jllt -..,-}J .t are doing, :,-ou arc only going 
tn :1rT!.J 0 L' sn_:picions, perhaps unneces-
::.1r~1y. 

:\.Ir. BREXXAX: You aro developing that. 

},lr. YO\VLES: You must bo fmnk with 
the farmer, and you must trust. him. Lot 

[Mr. l'!11cles. 

him kno···· exac.:ly \Yhat he has got to do 
:11 onlPr ! o e~11d lllC.'n to the aprvntt council. 
The loct-:.1 a,,· ooiat1o~r:3 arc to send 1ne:1 to 
thP di~-trict ( )Ullcil. \Yh''rc theY arc FiYL'n 

that <ll'0 ahu( ·,t .•:no 'y_JlQU;; "'\Yith 

-~ cf our bC'('<tlLL' theY lwY•' til~~ 
right to fine ar:d to ICYY ar··ai11st 
th'--'1r lJrodu( t' aud property. ~ 

I\lr. BHEXNAX: So han~ tlw Luilding 
societies. 

IVIr. 'l0\YLES: TlH' \Yhole thing ~hould be 
ddinitc and ;:traight :m far as the appo1nt
Htcnts to the district council arc concerHccl. 

'The SE~HLT.\BY FOil AGRICl'LTURE : Do1,'t you 
t>·ust tho fanner~ . 

i\Tr. VCl\YLLS: Yes. bt,:au : thev send 1no 
tl) ParJia1ne.nt to look aftL·r their~ i~1terest:-. 
rrh0 duli('o, of t 11C' lor J associations are ver\· 
small,. bee tusc ;~·hen it is all said and donC, 
tho duties of all these yarious bodies, w_th 
the exception of the suprenw Council, are 
tnorc in the nature of ·inferior du'lJes. Pro
Yii)ion is 1nade for the GoYfTJlOr iv1 Council, 
on the reconuncndation of i·hc Council ot 
.Agric",:Hur , to constitute fifteen arL'13, C'flch 
\,Jth a di~trict ( ~1uncil. the ll1L'H1Lcrs Df ~vhich 
sha 11 be' elected b, mcmlwrs of the local 
producers' as~ociatiOn~. rf'gist:'red nndt·_· tlH' 
\et. Pro,-1sion is rnad:~ for ftficon lll!'lnbt~r" 

t:J COl~ -t·(t~ltt.' a Jnc.•_l LJl"DdUCcl'.'3
1 a:;; oci; tion, 

<-t:'d tht' co-:Jncil arc giYC'n [)0\d:>-r of d1s
C1'irnination, if the1·e <ll'C f\~"!:l'C'n P'--1 011J or 
ovrr in a local produc-_•r'3' <.t5:._:ociation, to 
rchEc fu-:111 the rig':t to nd a npn~enta
tive tn the di.-J~·ict C'ouneil. \Yhv should 
council be given di:-::crctionary l)Owcr ancl 
ab~C' to refuse to n~t,i:.:tc.!' n, bod.:.~ con isti:--:g 
of fifteen primary producers' 

Thf_~ SECRET.\HY FOR ..:\GB!CT:"LTCRE: -You 
rnu:"-t h!:tYC' a limit so:ncwhcre. 

-·Ir. y-rc~·~.~L~S: Thr_·y arc n1J c1n~'-.";n J [ls 
n;T•.an ·r;·n(;-;Cl'l' l.lLd jf thr;,r do l:c· 

1·:tY(' n.. (';·T~nlll nn·ul:nr .. the" ro r:p-ht 
l'lU~··tl h1s thl' 

fu:'-tn'L'. 

Tl1c PH:8'trt·:R: Do ~·on {-hink rllat :J. cnnn-
t<1 ron·ist:r;u --r 1 ·:11· l'S r1 j_H('""e:'.t3tiy( 
v:cu]d aC't 11nfa!rl.·<:? 

1\lr. YO\YLE>': There ma'· be other 
influencr s nt \\·ork. Do not forget that there 
will bo Gon'rnment repl'€ ,rntation on the 
council. T1tC'rC' v,-i1l be flvf~ Ci-overnn1cnt 
rcr~rc·,~cntRtiVl'S, inclnd1nq- the ~Tinister, Oll 
the council. T' is pro,·idcd that six is to be 
a \Vcll. I object to that :mmber. 
Tt quite po·sible for the five Government 
L prPCl1tatin's and only one other to be 
prr ·Pnt. Tlut nE an thnt the Government 
will have the fhincr in their myn hands, and 
can do \rhnt they like. 

The SECRETIHY FOB ~dTXE'1: There is nothing· 
wrong with that. , 

Mr. YO\YLES: I do not like the Gm·ern· 
m0nt rcpi·c;;:;entation, b'"cause, whether 

ittingly or Ull 1 '-ittinq-ly. the Government 
rcprc.;;:pnbttives : n~ l:onnd to LP coerced and 
irilnPPC'-!~d lr,- t.hP ::\Iinistcr. The Minister 
is to be the' chairman. and that vives him 
a ocJ deal of PO'Yer. The Govcrnrncnt 
,,.,>'I to han' a polit'ca] pull over the whole 
thin<;. rtnd I ohjcct to it. :\'o politicia:t 
should be chairman of that board. He can 
lw a member of the LoJl'd. but. if be is a 
w-l, 0 n1an. h0 will not , ccC'pt a nosition on 
the board at all. L· t the conncif look aftC'l' 
tb''~r O"':n bu;;;in~ss nud elect their own chair
m d'. Lr!c tlwm g-et awav from the political 
part of thr1 businc>s,, \Yhich is there all the 
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tinlC. The ~\Ii11i.stcr n1ight trv to put into 
opcriltion a polio:· "·hich might be altogether 
different to what the pnmary producers 
want. 

The PRDf!ER: J'vianv members of your 
party who 1lttendod th;, conference were in 
fayour of this sclu:·rr1e. 

1Ir. VO\VL1<:S: I vva, not given the 
courtesy of an in' itation to that conference. 
Tho Farmers' L:nion had a meeting, and the 
Cou!ltry pa1·ty had a meeting a fortnight 
prpviou,ly. and we went and asked the Pre
Jnicr to gin_' sonL im.n1ccliate relief to the 
p{~oplr' ·who YH're in distress. 

Tho PnEmEH : You tried to forestall the 
GoYl'rnmcnt. 

The SECBET.IllY FOR AGRICCL1TRE: And fell 
in badly. 

?·cr. VOY\LES: :'\o: the sufferers were 
the farmer . \Ye a-ked that they be given 
inauedi ,te rclic~f. Tht' hon. gc'ntleinan said, 
" LPrtainh. \YC \Yill do it," but this 
i~unL·di at0 relief neYer carne. \\" c \Vanted 
the Premier to deal with each individual 
ea •o on its merit·,. but the hon. gentleman 
did llothin·... Tllc s._P.,tC conferencn \Vas held 
awl certain inYitcd to it. The 
Farmci':·/ Country party, 
"!though just before, were 
not im·it0d that \Ye were 
not sho·Yn thnt courtesY. EYen if we were 
not allo'"l'U to ,peak, ~.;e should have been 
invited to listen- and hetr what 1.•.Ta.; going 
on. bnt ,_., 're inYitccl to stay awa.~", and 
we H\Yny. 

The I'Rnm:n: :'\o member of the Countrv 
party. no rncn1bcr of the Labour party, and 
no r;nemlJer of the ~a tionalist partv was 
invited to that conference. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTcRE: All who 
attended) attended as farn1ers. 

I>Ir. CORSEH: \Yhy did : ou object to our 
n1c1n bel'S being there? 

1\lr. VO\YLES: The Government had the 
"·hole thing rigged up. 

The PREMIEH: You tried to destroy the 
conference. 

:\Tr. VO\YLES : The Government had the 
whole thing rigc;ed up. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

-:\Ir. VOV)7"LES: I \Yas pointing ont defects 
in the con~,titution of the 'CounciL and saying 
that one of tho principle, to which I objected 
,,~a···, that the Council has the right to s~,y 
" no" when bona fide conlL forward. I 
s,J:'l tha' principle should got rid 0f. 

Th....., S 1::CHETAHY FOR .. A .. GRJ.:"CLTCT.E: lio;v· cnn 
th~\ ~-ay"~lo.'' 

:\h. VO\YLES: It ihat the council 
"mav "-th" "ord be "shalL" Then 
agaii;, the Council of .\g1·icultnre r1nd 
dijtrict couilcil i~ to he a coq1orll.tc bod:~. 
\•:ill hnve very cxtcn~iv·? po\YCl'>. and I would 
like tlw ho:1. gentlen1u11 to t0ll us "iVh('ther 
thc1' is t:ll,\-~hinb· sillistcr in the• \\'"ord "take" 
111 thC' prc>Yitlion in clause 10. \Yhich sa.~--

,, The council ancl er._ch district, council 
f"hall be· ]a'>-' of ::,ulng a1Jd b( 

\)l'OllC'f~Y 

poY,Tz'r to 'tak(. 
lnas0, and hulcl 

and any 

The SECR 1·~T\HY FOR AcRICrLTt~RE: That j,, 
a \Yo:·d of the la\\-ycrs. There .1_: nothing-
~i~li' h':::· in it. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: In that case 1 suppose we 
might just as well take i': ont. 

Thi' PRE:\IIER: If auybody is to take it out, 
\YC will tak it out. 

:'.h. YO\YLES: 'The hem. nwmbcr wants 
to take <:~ll the crcd:t. lie \,ant~ to go 
~·ouiHl antl '' Look at ''hat we ·?-id . 
. \lor;c' we did (Laug·hter.) There JS a 
\"Cl'V fl.llC' pro-..~;. ion in clan:,.c 11-

T " rrhc GoYC'l'_lOl' in CounciL upon the 
1 ·CotnlneiHlatiurl of the {_ 'Guncil, rnay 
(j ppoint adYi:::.ory board~. L:. ndsise th.o
Couucil in l'C";pcct to the general busl
ul'.·h of the Council, or in l'(.:O.pect to .any 

n1attcrs of inY2 tigation 01~ 

..:\nd tLP: .· i~ lJO\\TCr to rhrrrgc np the cx~)C'nscs 
to ih· fnnd. -'1 think that i a Yt'ry necc:::sary 
and d 3irablc provi:::;on. <EHl I sincerely trust 
that the Council Fill avail thcmecln' of 
the op}Jort.unit1es the:·' ha\·f' nrul.l'l' 1t: and 
u:cl· th{ ' ·rv best class of <'Xl1Crt a(_hncu 111 
~'YC'l'V direct {'on, more p()rticnlarly fron;t a ~ulr
kctiilg point of vicvv, and frorn a un~l.:.lCSS 
point of YiC'"·T·. 

The PHE:IIIER interject< d. 

YO\YLES: I have bP n chumming
the LJrf'lnif'r lm1~2; cnolH.::h. In fact 
ihu' the tin1c we• l;a \'C fll_lshcd 

.t his own P :h ·n1c is. I-f e 
gfJ~'::i lHJ into a fanning dj uH2 re_ads 
(UL · of it., nnd jt lH talc'"' tn;u=.-
for ~ink in, and y,-·c arc to h1m 
to what ihc ]earn 
so1.1tt' Clf finP pol.::::ts a llont Iu rr gar-d 
to tlv: 1·c~~ula+-ion:. I do no~ knn 1,Y "iYl:cthcr thr 

iu thP countrv, \Yho in ca'!:S 
' rea:h~ what. 

to tl; '(\nnlcil. Tho 
i.J10 of t.hc 

the yarious 
it to ,c.CP that 

nHlY he dang'(_•ron . ~.".-h0n you 
coHH' 1 c n~,;d"r t.hat there fiftc;;n districts 
llj;:;LrilJnted UYC'J' thl~ ,_ .. _;holt- usland, with 
~-uch cl;vcr;3i[icd in· ··r ·-.;i-~ -djffcrent 
i11d:l:..~·1·lc.~ n1in·ht. b scnara1 :._enr.ev.:-'r.ted, 
nud ·d indn-.Jrv n1i'l.'h. hn,··~ ~Tcry· little 
rcpr !·n· 1 .;;n Ln~ w th· indi-...~jdn31 men1~ 

{ ":J:l-1icil ._:_re ronccr?.H c1. If it is 
:o be di,·id d up into sec ~ion~~-a. sug~r 

l;c'rf' a cotton district there. 1Yool 1n 
anothf'r pl.~·e, Iucnt, butter or rh0eso in 
anoihrr-if \VC' n1c to haYc all thr'~e reprc~ 
" ntl·d in th0 ftftPcn nlPll '' ho con~titutp tl:-o 
Cou~tci1. ii- 1119.y po- .iblv happc:1 ~~uli it vn~l 
1Y' a C'a -) of thP " ccbbJer st1clnng to h1s 
hs.t."' \vh0n Yital are under 
cn:1 affcct111g a p industry, 
,} 10 otlwr n1('~n1Jc:rs rnay not Le ':. )llYI'rs.ant 
,ith thPm, ~pc] they m;{y not br-I ,h ,ll not 

"--int rr•· rtl1\- rato 
thl! rc' I fear ,;;,iiti.cal puli 

of~~~(' n,·. GcY('l'lllllC'tlt \ ill come in. 
?.h. ]le;· c;;.;•.x: Thr:v arc all cxpcrtc. 

:Jr. 'YO'.YLER: '\'at neces-uily, be< o,use 
:h re' j::; a Haw in the Bill so far as I can 
"'P('. I ,,q 11ot kn~T\. what tllC' i11t.t nj·ion is. 
l~'l ir:. +~t:· \ ·r~- llr:.'~inPlnp; 1n the c1f·~ of 

lccul ;_:·- .o-·ik{:ioJI, it is nccpc;_:.Jry haYe 
·tion of a produc0r : 'J the 

FOR .\GRICl~L'IrRE: Is that 

::-,;:,·. YOFT:FS: Is to be a 
prnduc I' to b-e on the Ccuncll? 

'fhe SFCHl:HllY FOR Aom:TLTF<E: Dn you 
\\-aD't i o f('Si rlct the farn1er~' choi,_ . ...?? 

J!r. r(•l/'lt'.] 
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i\Ir. VO\YLES: I w.mt to know. The 
1 t'pl'P'' ntntin_"~ on the clistricc couucils aud 
, ! ,_; Council of Agric:dturc apparently need 
not bt_-' farmers or producers at all. They 
Jlligh~ Le nnion secrctari s. 

The SECEETAHY :roR .._-\GRICULTLJRE: One m!~?)lt 
be a la\Y:Yl'l'. 

ii1L VO\YLES: He might bo You mO>·er 
r·•m t!'ll. Thai is ono of the . which I 
':(:t~- !'"quire a good deal of cons1dr·ration. 
Th(' only l)lace v.hcrc the prin1ary prollucer 
'' :tt all is at the bottom of the 

!l! n .has to be a producer to get 
i1i th l'P, but oucc they ha..-e got h:~n, the 
mcmiJor of the dish·int coun•cil, by the packing· 
of a n1cctln,g, nu1y be an objectionable perso11. 
I ba,-c an idea of how thC'se things arc dor;e 
itt tl·ad( unlon circles. Can hon. n1C111Lers 
OtJ})O"ite tt 11 tnQ hovv objcctionnblo men gPt 
L tlw lwud of the trade unions in Queensland'! 

pu' h tltemscln3. and they talk them· 
to the' tc>p of the tree. \V e do not want 

. hat ~'OJ'1- of thing to bappC'l1 }H'l"P. rrher8 j.-3 
a loophole; " wcmber of the district council 
uccd not b · a prin1ary producer, and the 
:--·11ne thing applies to fhe central <.ouncil. 

:\Ir. VIR\L\X: The primary producers are 
tlH• f~n1ndations. 

:Hr. Con:cEP.: They hold the whole thing up. 

:\Tr. VO\VLFS: The l\lini;kr srn·s 1 alll 
right, and the hon. n1crnbcr fur Brisl;nne ~Dys 
I an1 wrong. 

~VIr. KTR\VA:\": I did not -.,ay yeu \YPt'O \'-F1llg. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE : J\1 ust not 
the nu_ n the fal'In r,. select be the l'est nl811? 

J'\Ir. VO\VLES: It <:loos not follow. 
The SECBET.\RY FOR AGRrcuuruRE: You are 

going to restrict thoi1· choice. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I understand nobody can 
Yote by proxy, and you may have a little 
happy fa1nil~y turning up every year, aud 
they can do what the-:· like. I know of a 
case in point. If you want to get a thing 
carriPd \'OU h,we only to get twenty or thirty 
people intcl'l'otcd in a certain direction, and 
thC'y can co1nc along and c~ury \:vhat they 
liku. 

The Minister spent most of his time in 
reading out tho duties and functions of tho 
cotmcil, Yvhich reminded us of \Voodrow 
\\"ibon's fourtC'cn points. 

}h. Dn;.onx: Very excellent points, too! 

}Jr. \;0\\~LES : There \vas more bnsine'iS 
in >hcn1 than there is in these fourteen points. 
Let us look at \Yhat po\YCl"~ they will have 
by l'Cgttbtion. I~ook at No. (v.), under 
\Yhich th0 in Council, on the recon1-

the council, has power to 1nake 
as to-

" The control and 1nanagcn1cllt of tho 
fund; c1npowering the council or any 
dietrict council to make levies on pri· 
BW ry producers gcnt>rally or in particular 
industries or section:. of industr.ieo:; or in 
perticu]ar districts or localitie>, and fix
jng the a1nounts of such lo\-ics. whothc~ 
( : t!~(' lllH' or on diffcr0ni· bases, in 
re' pt'ct of the different industries, opera
tions, di•:tricts, or localities." 

·1 hose arc very wide po-wers-
" ProYiding, if decrncd necessary, for 

the expenditure of the sums raised by 
particular levies onlc· in the inte"
of the particular industry or sectiotl 

of industry or district or locality upon 
the primary producers in which such 

[Mr. Vowles. 

icvies ere made; providing methods of 
l'C"O\ f•rv or collection of anv such levisc; 
iucludilig the recovery or ~ roll[ction of 
such leYif'S from persons holding moneys 
to the credit of the primary producers 
liable to pay such lcYies." 

In other \Yards, garnishceing their cheques 
froni the cheese factories and compelling the 
factoric" to ::tpportion the cheques between 
the fund and the producers; and this refers 
not only to individuals who join up with 
the scheme, but to m·ory producer through
out Queensland, Yvhethcr he is sympathetic 
ur whether he is not. It goes on further to 
say that tlwy lm ve the power to make l'cgu· 
lations-

" Imposing fines not exceeding fifty 
pounds for non-payrncnt of such levies 
or rnoneys by pri1n~t.ry producers or per
sons holding moneys to the credit of 
primary producers; providing, if deemed 
desirable, for a poll of primary producers 
either gencrall:· or in any particular 
indtL>try or section of indu,try or in any 
particular district or locality before any 
levy is rnade." 

Mr. YO\YLES: It looks all right. Who is 
to say whether it is "doomed dcoirable ?" 

The SECHETARY FOH AGHICULTUHE: The 
C<mncil of Agriculture. 

Mr. VOWLES: You arc not going to give 
then1 u poll as a rnat.:cr of right. lt is only 

,,-hen a len· has been made that 
[8.30 p.m.] they haYO the right to a poll. I 

guarantee that not 1 per cent. of 
the people realise what. you aro com1nitting 
them to, and the:· will have to put very big 
faith and trust in your council. 

The PRE~liER: It will be a £armBrs' coun
cil. \Yhy not put faith and trus: in them? 

Hr. VO\YLES: With too big a Govern
rnont ncnnination '? If \0U ha·d ono n1an as 
your rc']Jrf'scntatiYo to look a.fter the intcrB'ts 
of the fund, aud to look after the po!Jcy of 
tho dt~parbncnt-jns:: as you have ~ Govcrn
rncnt Eomlnre on a eonntry ho:::prt al cotn-
rrlittc-·8 ·with dozen ot1H~r coiTtmittcc :ncn-

b,, ,,,c] thc,·e would h3 no 
of t>OJJtrJl falling into tho hands 

of politici d1S. 

The SF"llrTU\Y r·oR _'u:nucvr.1'L'HE : It is tho 
srn_nf:' l?rinci;Jle. of G;ovcr-r:nicnt non1inution as 
L'X1St·· 111 the; dn1g0 UCHtl'L'S, 

~lr. YO\YLES: \Yh.,t powrn hnYc dingo 
bour _1~, u.·ot? ]_"~·:-···con 1~ y:-· a rertn.in arnount. 

'- thr ;ugh ~1 f'lPrk for eYcry scalp 
Look at the yon n.ro 

)~o:J ~t Fubd• 

The PRE~IIER: Do , ou object to that? 

::\Ir. YO\YLES: 'They are prnctic,dly a 
parliarnc·nt of their O\Yll. If it is ll(·"e~sury, 
I say giYe them the po- er. 

The SI•,C'EE1'.\RY Is it 
ne Y , in yctcl' 

Mr. VCl'.YLES : That is one of tl~? things 
you can tc'll only a;:. t1n1c goes on. 'lnerc are 
~~rtain indu;.:.t:·ies ~n v hich are 
~ornpldely T .. ko tho sugar 
industry. 

The PRE~ITER: Both the ~-\n>;tralian Sugar 
ProducPrs' ~-\::.-oc]ation and the t}n1tcd Cane 
Growers' .. :\s~ociation conle in voluntar)ly. 
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-:".Ir. YO\VLES: The\· arc not going to 
,:.Ji:-,band their organi:;:.atio:ns, as tho hon. 
gcntleu1an sugge ,t ~d they should. 

The SECHETARY FOil AGH1C1:LTC:HE: Ko. 

~·.I1·. VO\YLES: The Govrrnment's organ-
"eL in the country ··Llggested that all organi

sr~t~on~ be di:~J.andcd and cOIIl(' u::dcr this 
seh ·ne. ThPv \H>Llid be nothing !en than 
fools to entertain :::nch an idea. I \Vould 
like to know v.hat this new department can 
do for the sugar indu~try? 

The PnEoiiEH: A great deal-\Yhich they 
themselves admit. 

Jl.lr. VOWLES: I would like to know what 
it: can do. YDu have :your agrcernont fixed 
\\ ith the Feder'll Government. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGHICTLTU11E : Ko, we 
ha;-c not. I wioh we had. 

::'11r. VO\VLES: The sugar is pllrchased by 
this Government and controlled bY the 
Federal Go.vt.:!rllnlcnt. The an1ount is ~ppor

. ~ioned 01. er the various interests concerned. 
l would like to know what the Advisory 

,Council is going to do; unless it is g·oing to 
interforn and create 111clnstrial trouble in 
"'OmP direction_? There are other indu~tries 
hcrr that arc highly organised. It would be 
bc·ttl'r if thr UoYt rnnwnt Y\ ere to take then1 
orcr- holus-bolus, \Yith their consent; you 
would haYc the foundation for an organisa
tion. 1\ hen this mattl'r was dealt \Yith bv 
the Far l1Cl'b' L"'nion, they came to the coll
du~ion that tho n1atter was oue, not for 
Ktat.·. but fur JTedcra1 control. The ll1Ul'C' one 
anrdy:-:cs tlH' ::;('heme the more he' n1u~t reali::;e 
that \l·e must have all the Stah•s ac·ting in 
conrf'rt iu this matter, and hayo federal 
('ontrol; becau~e it affects onh· our surplus 
prod~-. · 

The SECHETARY FOR AGHICcLTURIC: You must 
·tart with the Statco. 

::'\Ir. YO\YLES : A conference took place on 
14th ,Tunc last with a Yiew to dealiug, from 
a Federal stand110int, \Yith rnanv of the 
n1atteu~ containcll in this 1ucasnre. · 

The PmmiEn : One of the memb,~rs of the 
Coun::il of Agriculture' ,,-as at that conference. 

Mr. YO\VLES: I am ycr~- glad to know he 
1.vas there. Do ~-ou not tl1ink we are rather 
premature ill lwndling ~his. from a State 
poiJ,t of Yicw. \Ylwn it could hL· bcttc·r handled 
;rnm a Fer1eral.polnt of YiC\Y '? 

The PHEM!EH: You wioh to postpone this 
schcn1e ·: 

::'\Ir. _YO\\'LES: ::'\o. I "·ant :·ou to co-ope
,vatc 'Xlth the other State and the Federal Go-
vcrnrncnt. and bril]g about n se he ·ne 
·which 1:·111 covc'r the \Yho1c of The 
holt. g('ntlcman fnrgets thnrc arc such things 

, intr1 't. 1c right~-t"hat t}H~ prodnCl' fron1_ 
Xe'.\' South \Yale~ can b::- n1arketcd -in Quecns
'1nnd, o-JJ legisl:1tion cannct interfere 
witl1 t}1o-

Thc PRDIIER : Y on \Yieh to pmtponc the 
~dwn1.o on that account? 

:\lr. VOY\LT:S: 1 clo not. -~y· that all 
rh time ~-on h;-tve been in the conntrv 
nlh-ertising. ~-our self and your 11art!- an(1 h':!~
ing to paint pretty pietnres. \Yhcn. if you 
had been co-opuating with th other States. 
,-ou y,;ould ha,-e beet! doiilg n1ore to benefit 
the fanner. 

Th0 PRE:\!IER: You )0mn Yery annoyed. 

l\Ir. V()\\'LES: I do not H'<'m nnnoYecl. 
You -..uggc~t we ,~·ant to po- tpouc it, ,,~hen 

we do not. \Ve know that it io essential. so 
far as n1any primary indu:.:trics are con
CPl'IlC'd, that ~on1ething should be done in the 
waY of marketing their surplus products 
acr~oss the seas. \Y c say tho t, instead of 
spending th-eir rnonev in "·hot. \Ve c.onsidor ~o 
bo ,.~~mi-politira] _ork. ir~ se~1cbng h1ghly p~1d 
tnen into the Yanous Lhstncts by expensiYG 
means of tranS]JOrtation, if that money were 
utilised in establishing rnarkets in the East 
and in trying to l'CCOYer our markets in the 
old eonnt;·,-. you would bP doing some good 
f 1r the JH~ch{ecr. Imteacl of that, you have 
v;bat \Y{) consider arc unpractlcal buS1 1lf'_,s 

n1en going round the countr::- and:, sD fa,1; 
a-; \Y(: can ::;ce, they are only try111g to boost 
the GoYernment. 

'The PRE}IIER: \Vhv don't you state where 
you aro on this schenle? 

Mr. VOvYLES: When our. opportunity 
( ~HllC::i in ConnuittPO •\e are gou_g to tr5· .to 
make it bett<'r. \Ye will support the prm
ciplc of the schcnw. \YP v ill not allow it to 
become " deer! lett ·r. (Government laugh
ter.) \Ye ,,-ill do. everything in our power 
at the next election to have returned to 
Parlianwnt men who will support it from 
n Country IHtrty point of Yir,w. Then ~hl' 
farmers need have no fear tnat the thmg 
will be shelYed. 

Mr. l\IORGA"i (Jiurilla): I am very 
pleaced that the Government. at the eleventh 
hour, haYc ecen fit to bnng m a measure 
which is likelv to be beneficial to the farmer. 
I r0present a. ·large producing electorate, and 
T produce myself. I recognise the fact that 
for rnany :vcn rs the proch~cor has been under 
a groat tlisadvantag-e, O\Ying to the fact that 
we. rt·; a disorganised rabble, ha.vc been fight
ing men \Yho haY' been combmed m large 
numbers for the purpose. natural!:, of loo!<
ing after their mvn interests. The dis
organisod farmers, naturally, have suffered 
in con:::oquence. 

The !'HDIIER : \YhY clid :cou not form an 
nrgani;;;ation such a ~ the GoYornmcnt have 
formed? 

Mr. "-10RGAX: \Ye ha'" it on our plat
form. and achocated it during the J.,st elec
tion.· The Premier ha.o been shrewd enough, 
recognising that the . Country p~rty ha Ye a 
good platform, to smze our pohcy and our 
platfonn; and be is cntleavourjnv, to place 
npon the s11tutP-1Jook an Act of TJr:rliament 
tJmt. }1ncl the Conntry pari,)' been 111 
RPYen or c'ig-ht ago. v ould bavc 
in OlJer, tion at present 1non1ont. 

The PunrrER: You were a supporter of a 
Go\·ernn1cnt y;ho '"ere in now er seven or 
('ight yt~:lr__, ago. 'Yhy did. you not do it 
then' 

:\Ir. ;\lOTIGAX: Unforhmatclv. the frtrmer 
a difficult mall to organi--w. ri'hc Secretary 

bcinu·- a practical nta.n. -yjll 
farnl·(',r.:l __ re most difficult 

i 11 uni-3011. rfhat is 0\Ving 

arc scattered about, 
di~po,-::'11 tho tin1o 

ne{·r• .~.::.tl'Y to nir-f'tlngs nightly or 
daiJ . ·Thcv arc kept 1rith their noses to 
thf' 'urind~t(;nc in nrdPr to Parn rt liYin,!I. It 
i~ n~c,_ ~::.: for the farntC'rs to organ1sc to 
-~·pt t!J:. rcoults for their produce and t_o 
;~Pt ~ drr .•nt living. The Seen tary for Agn
cnltnrP hit the nail on tho hcttcl when he said 
that men go on to the !nncl to produce, in 
ord0r tn acC'nrnnlaJc sufficient wealth to edu
cate th0ir children, and, eYcntually, to be 
able to retire without having to go to 

Jlr. Jlorgan.] 
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Dunwich or to draw the old-age pension. 
He has also admitted that the farmer does 
not go on the land for the good of his 
health. He goes on the land to produce from 
the ~oil, and, naturally, expects a fair price 
for his produce. If that was not the object, 
rho farmer would not go on the land. A 
great numbe;· of the fanners arc leaving the 
Tand because' thev find thev can mak0 more 
roonoy in other ·"·alks of ·life than by pro
.( luoing frorn tho soil. I rcrnember on ono 
occasion a gentlcn1an sayjng that \VC v,'ero 
< ,ycr-produciitg. If we ha Ye no markets and 
ihero is a glut, that is an indication that we 
ii.rc over-producing that particular article. 
'1Ye know that in different parts of the world 
i o-day peoplEl arc stan·ing. \Ve also know 
ihat during cerhin periods of a season pro
due" is rotting· on the land because the price 
(Jflcrcd for it will not con1pcnsato the fanner 
:or harvesting it. A farn1er rnay have a 
bountiful sca~on, yet ho may lose on his 
produce, because the market price i" so low 
·that it does not pay him to send his stuff 
·to nwrket. \Y c shou l cl endeavour to get 
0\-cr th"t difficult;. and it can only be done 
by tho farmct li,;king together and forming 
organisation for the purpose of establishing 
m a rkNs, an cl being able to keep in touch 
with their produce right from the gates of 
their farms until it rcv·hcs the mouths of the 
consnmers. 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRICl:LTcRE : Hear, 
hear! 

:11r. }fORG .. \N: Tlw farmer should be in 
a pocition to do that, \l·hcther tho produc 
be wheat, bnttcr, chcc-~c. ttH ,tt, or an~·J1ing 
else prodncod horn ihe land. That should 
be done to l1fC'YCnt huge profit,, be-ing rnadu 
b .. - Initldlenll'D. or profiteers, and it can only 
b• done; hy org::tni~ation. T'h0 :;-ugar industry 
:o-day is in a proqwrous condition. but then~ 
art! otlH'l' industries which arc '' do\Yn and 
out." The fal'll1Pl' <:;,hon]d be organi'<'d in 
c,uch :1 ;yay that industries that are in a 
p 1:o•pcrous ~condition 'Yill b0 able to assist 
those that arc ·'down and out'' for the time 
being. It is o:ll:v by such fl schetne as i~ 
introduced hr•re that this cun lw don0. l 
hnYe so much intcrc~t ·(n tho farn1er:3 that 
I do ·t:ot care from what particnlar source 
the schcn1e ctnanatc·7, 

The PinDIIER: That is a Ycry generous 
spirit. 

;vrr. 3.10HGA:'\: I hL'YC alwav done my 
be-lt to a ·~i:-t the producer. ThO farmers in 
rnv clect1rat' hayc corne to 111e in connec
tiOn with th1s scllclne, asking n1o what I 
would achisc t!to cl to do, and whctlwr it 
would be ach-isable to form local producers' 
association ; a:Jd 1 June; told them to do 
su by all nlClDS, ::::o that the\' can attend 
the incctiugs i11 order. first. o'E nJl. to get 
information so that thr ,- will he able to 
g:n1(1c anc1 direct the d~ift>l'Clt coundls a.'1 

they desire. 

The SECR~I.\EY FOR AGRICT:LTURE: 'l cry 
•rood ad vjce. 

j,lr. i\IORG .-\:'\ : I h'ne g"'W oyer the 
Bill Y<'l"" cardulh-, and, provided it is not 

· · will ·•ol iniurc the far:'wr 

[Jir. Jiurgan. 

it shcn~lc1 L0 adoptPd 
that ,ye wiJ l nro

ha' cnlld 

ir.terl(~ctcd ~hat the nmenchncmts would not 
b(' u~ :>'Jtcd by tlw GoYcr.:nnent. 

The.' PnL\liEH: The Secr0tary for Agrlcul
tnre id during- hi ~1H'fr·h that .he \Vonld 
::f'ccpt anv - an1enclmcnt.. The 
l<•acl<•r of .the said that lto was 
going to atihl1pt t<J atn"-rlCl the DilL a.nd I 
noir:ted ont tl1~t t~~~· [Unc-ndrncnts JntBt be 
R('ceptcd b:v- the ~I~ni3ter. 

}h. :\IORG.\::--i: On se.-cral occasions I 
haY(' ('('rta~.::l anlC!IHh11cnt:-;, nncl the_t 
.h. yn n tnl\:Pn up and moved L,v hon. 
nlt:nJbcrs oppc·;itc. I 'hnyc· bceu only too 
pll: -eel that that })(_·('ll Uonc, bl ·au-;c it 
g,l~- ~' rnc' \dutt I aud I hope r.hat 
.--nirit wlll opl. ate ill thi · cas('. l hope tho 
iliul t '1' ..,, ill be r:-·a "orw ble and ac( ·pi onr 
fllnr:-nd ,!Cl1t' The lJl'odnecrs ;;honld haY(' 
control of thi::;; eh.._• ne. TLrt·o is no provi

Bill to ~hQ\Y ho\Y ntauy nwrnbl'r 
j1J an a:;-' )Cia'tion. 1before a 
CHl bP <']r ,·ted to a. 

( ,'Ir:eil. and t}· 'l'e i:.; nnrhir.~; to 8hO\V 
long a di-:.trict rouncil 1nay l'< main in opcra
tioH. 

The 1 _~_u~:.\IIE~~: Tict;u1ations vrill provide for 
ihat. 

:\Ir. ::\ICYP..G_A~\: I un1 a bit :-;uspic~ou::: o~ 
l'tgulution·. 

The PnE:,rLU{: 1'ite~() rC'2:nlatious \Yill l1e 
on the ach-i, 2 of the CourF~il oi )Lgri-

::\lr. :\IORGAK: The Bill provides that the 
Council of Agriculture \Yill rernain in opera
tion for thr _,c vear~, when nH'nlbcrs n1ust bP 
re-eleeted. bnt ·thoro is no provision of that 

with· re,pect to di,trict councils. It will 
no~~ible b\- rPgnlations to sav th:::tt dis

tric~ councils· \Yill ::_'emain in op"Cration for 
fi YP. ten, or any nurnbPt' of yr:1 rs. The Bill 
should contain a pro.-i "ion to the effect that 
m cm beL, , hould be dcct0d to a district coun
cil for three Years. Th:lt i, a matter '"' e 
should discuss' in order that the Bill may 
not be canicd onh- on the voks of hon. 
r11crnbcrs reprcs('ntillg the Go,·ernment, but 
b,- all hon meuberc. The Secretary for 
..:-\gricnlturc v·ill b<' justified in bringing an 
amendment of that description forward, which 
will haYc the effect of improving the Bill. 
I rcco~niso that tho success of this measure 
depends to a large extent upon the expla?a
tion that is giv0n to th0 farmers. Dunng 
the rccc.., the Premier went round the dif
ferent districts and deli.-ered certain speeches, 
and we sa''" an outline of the scheme pub
lished in the Press, but there were a great 
manv matters that we di·d not fullv under
stan~l. I admit. that it is almost impossible 
to give in one speech 

1 
a cl ea~' idea. _of an 

iinporta.nt HllUStll'O suc11 as th1s, or Ill the 
small amount of space that the Press are 
able to give even to such an in1portant ques~ 
tlo~1. \te haYe had organi~e:rs going round 
the country fo1· sonlC tjinc, but they do not 
rcalh' understand the matter. Now that we 
ha-.-e' got the Bill. I \Youlcl like an oppor: 
tvnitv of uoin~:r throucrh mY elcctorah-, n.nct 
<';nl;ining 

0

its };roYisio~~s to i:hc electors, and 
I ;nmld suggest to the Premier that, after 
rh<• ~<'{;ond rPacling- is pas~cd-I do not want 
to delay the Bill-he should adjou:·n the 
Hou· c for a fortnig-ht. This would enable 
c~·en· hon. n10n1bCi~ \Yho so dc,.il'es to go 
iEto.his electorate with a copy of the Bill, 
explain its provisions to the farmer., an? 
ascertain \Yh0ther the~- are in fayour of 1t 
or not. If it is not the intention of the 
Gon~rnwcnt to try to force the Bill on th0 
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producer, a suggestion such as I have made, 
if adopted, would c•nable the farmers to 
become thoroLrghly acquainted with the 
echcme, an:l they would then be able to 
pc:rsonal1y in~truct their representatives in 
this House It cuns to me that I an1 taking 
a great re~ ponsibility on myself if I eo me 
hero and sac", "I ac.ccpt this Bill on behalf 
of the produecL, of my electorate" ·~,"'hen I 
haYe not comultcd mv clo~tors on the matter. 
I have not been abk to tell my electors 
what the Bill c:mtain·, because I only 
received a copy to-day. 

The PnE;\!IER : This Bill i·. not like the la.w 
of the Mcdes and the Persians; it will bo 
.•:ubject to aniGndinont. 

1Ir. MORGAJ'\: Yes; but a great deal of 
the succe··s of the scheme depends on how it 
i~ carried out during the· first ~ix n1onthr;., 
In other countrj(1..; \vhr•re son1ctbing of this 
kind has been attempted, it has not boon a 
liCe-~. u .ing to lmd arlruinl~rrntio•l. l hope 

that ,,Till not be the fatn of this scheme. 

The PH.nrmR: The Hegulation of Sugar 
Cane Pric'"S l3ill ''""~" fir~t passed in 1915, 
and it ha"" had to bo amended four times 
since then. 

:ur" l\IOHGAK: I admit thQt it may be 
nccc·>~ary to an1end this Bill every ~ossion, 
and I hope, \Yhatcvcr Governn1ent is in 
pmYcr, that. tho verv moment tl" cv find it 
nccesoary tlwy will ·amend the BilL The 
policy of the Labo4r party, \vho represent 
tho industrialists politically, is generally 
'·cheap food for the workers." I rcmember 
tho Govcrn1nc-nt got iuto pO\YCr on the cheap 
food cry; but thG Secretary for Agriculture 
has always admitted that he is not in favour 
d cheap food. He has always stated that 
cheap food means the sweating of the pro
ducer. \~/hile it n1ay be ver,y nice for tho 
\Yorkers to be in a position to obtain cheap 
bread, chr'lp butter, and chco,p beef so that 
they may hctve a little more to spend on the 
:·aces or on picture shows, those representing 
mdustrial centres must recognise that if 
it wore not for the pro·dncer, the indust~ial
Ists co~ld not exist. To-clay, owing to the 
depressiOn that rcxists amongst the producers 
throughout QuoenQland, the cities aro lan
guishing, although a casual obsencr would 
not notice it '"' much in the large cities as 
in the towns in the country. The business 
people also arc feeling tho depre•.sion amongst 
the prirnar:r producers because the same 
amount of goods is not going to tho country 
districts. 'l'ho producer is not a man who 
hoards his gold up by putting it in a stock
ing and burying it in his back vard. If he 
is lucky enough to get gold for ·hiol produce, 
he m<'s that. gold in making his property 
more productrvc, or for the rmrpose of build
Ing a bcttPr home and in providing con1forts 
for himself and family. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR P1:BLIC IXSTRF:TION : 
In buying city property, aho. 

:\fr. :'.10RGAN: Ther• may be a few big 
grazrers ea pablc of doing that, but very few 
farmer?. If " producer doe·· plit his money 
1nto c1ty property, w.h~· does he do so? 
Bece..use ho finds it a better inYcst!11Cnt than 
buyjn;s country land. That is one of our 
difficulties. It would br: far better for Aus
tra-lia if "'C foun<l the people investing their 
~~o:~wy .In country lauds in~tcacl of investing 
1 t m er tv property. If tho l\[ inister had a 
fc w hundred to inYcst, I Ycnt.ure to 
say th~ t he \ soo11cr inYc~t it in city 

land than in country land, because the re
tHrn from the city property would be greater. 
That is a doplora ble position ; but it only 
goes to show that at no period in the his
tory of Queensiand was it more noces~ary 
that a measure of this description should be 
passed for the purpose of organising the 
farmer·. so thrrt they will not continue tC> 
be 0xploitod by those who are always out 
t,) exploit thorn. I do not blame the middle
mc,n for making profits. If the Premier was 
eng11ged in business, he would not be satis
fied to 111ako just 8ufficicnt to live on, and 
then have to t~O to Dunwich in his old age. 

The PREMIER: l\'l:y time is too fully taken 
np with rny present position to enable me to 
m~ke money. 

~.Ir. :VIOHGAN: If the Premier were en
gaged in buBiiless as a n1iddlcman, he would 
lih• to buv his produce as cheaply as pos
sible and sell it at the very highest price 
h,l crmld get. That would bo good business. 
?\To one would blame him for that. If I 
could buy a mob of cattle at £2 a head 
and then sell them to someone else at £10 
a hr I would do it ;; illingly. I do not 
blame peol)lo, but I blame the system. 
\Ve · . .,ant to try a.nd do away with that 
s·,st< m. I admit the farmer cannot produce 
his buHcr on l1is farm rtnd deliver it to th<· 
producer. Thcro rnwst bo f:.'Jnle organisa
tion in bct•xoen. The idea .hould be-and 

I fool sure that it will be when 
[9 p.m.] everything is in thorouc;h work-

in;~ ordor-tha t the producer 
shoulrl b~ able to got a fair living wage 
out of what ho produces, and the consumer 
shculrl be able to buy the produce at a. 
reasonable vrico. If that is so, there cannot 
be any harm ·done t.o any section of the 
community. In Australia to-day we have 
th<_; Arbitr,.tirm Court, which is protecting 
the inclustrial workers. The moment food
.. •.uffs go up, up go the wages. 

The Cn.IJRJ! ".X OF Cmr:.!1T'£EES (Mr. Kirwan, 
llr' ·b .. 1) r<'licn'd thr Speaker in the chair. 

~.-lr. 13cLCOCK: Not at the very moment. 
Mr. MORGAN: Not at the very moment, 

but the wages do not come down when pricef3 
come down. \\'e have that acknowledgment 
from the President of the Arbitration Court, 
Chief .Justice :YicCawloy, w,ho decreased the 
br .. ic wage by 5 per cont. only, although 
pric, s had come down 11 per cont. We have 
the ,admission of the judge that he has not 
reduced the ba;:ic wage to the same extent 
as tlw reduction in the cost of living. I a.m 
not advocating, and never ha.vo advocated, 
th worker getting a wage which will not 
give him a comfortable standard of living. 
I 1hink it is nrcc•9arv for the worker to get 
a fair remuneration, ·so that he will be able 
to bny the produce grown by the farm"!r'J. 
But that is not done altogether by hrgh 
vvage:c..,. I rrn1r.:~rnber, fro1n my experience as 
a vounrr 1nan, that hi~l·h ·~.,ages are not every
th~r,-.{. 

0

1 \Yt-_'nt to West Anstralia vvhen the 
KJ lgoorli0 go id mining ru"h occurred. and 
a ftcr g<'i'ting tr' Kalgoorlie, I got a job at 
£J a da-v. 1 wtts \vorking in Victoria 
bd ore t hn'n f N 5s. a day, or 30s. a week 
and keep mysdf. Who': I got £1 a day I 
thought I ',Y:lS 1n Paradise, and would have 
an opportunity to save mane:,·, but I had to 
pay 2s. 6d. gallon for ·-"··ater. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LTDRE: You got 
CJ.travagant with big wages. 

Mr. MORGAN: And at the end of the 
week I found that, owing to the high cost 

Jlr. Jiorgan.] 
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of necc,sari s, the £1 a day was no better 
than 55. a day in Victoria. If a basic 
wage of £3 :!.CS. will give the worker tho 
same sbndal·d of comfort as £4 10s. a week 
would, he is just as well off with £3 10s. a 
week. 

A GOVERN11ERT ME~IBER: Yes, if he does; 
but that is used as an argument to rcduc-: 
wagos. 

Mr. MORGA_N: It is no good our having 
a great quantJty of butter in store if the 
consumer is •SD poor that he cannot afford 
to buy it. \\'e han· an illustration of that 
in Russia to-day. \Ve have thousands of 
tons of meat in Groat Britain which we 
:vould like l!-' gct rid of. People arc starv
mg m Rmsm, but, owing to the fact that 
they arc eo poor, they cannot buv our mc•1t. 
We also recognise that the owr~ers of that 
meat cannot alford to give it to the Rus
.. ians for nolhing-, as they had to pay for 
the meat. It 1<> no use saying that that 
meat ought f,o be sent to Russia, if the 
people there r ·m not afford to pay for it, 
ot cannot got cred1t, and you cannot blame 
tho owners o~ the m<'at for not sending it 
there. Just tne same, you could not blam~ 
the producers, if we had a lot of butter 
in Queensland, and t.he people there wNe 
out of _work and practically starving, for 
not saymg to the unemployed, "We have 
produced a Jot of stuff but cannot sell it, 
and you h::d better have it for nothing." 
I am yory picased that this measure has hcen 
introduced. r.lthough it may be at the 
eleventh hour, There is no desperate hurry 
for a week or eo, ftnd now that the Bill has 
boon placctl before u , we s.hould have an 
opportunity of explaining its provisions to 
tho people in our districts. So far as the 
provisional C1;t1Dril is concrrnPd, I hc:\"0 no 
objoction t J 1 he n1cn on it at present, but 
I have an objr:ction to tho method bY which 
.they y,Tcro apricJintcd. , 

The SECHETARY FOR .-\GHICULTFHE: There 
was no CJthL'l' \,-ay of doing it. 

I\Ir. ~~IOH.\~L\X: I think thrd the 2rl'rnicr, 
in~tn·ld of lrn iti:ng ccrtal11 l,Jcn to ron1'' 
along ~houlrl haYC' giYPll n. ~cncrnJ inYita
~ion. 

1 
~ .)Umit thc·n~ migl~t. l)e ~l large gather

Ing int'll. hut, <x11vihi11o· that i-- at\('tldcd bv 
irn,itnJ_ion · t:~ the iu1pn ,~.i~n thU:t 
ther"-. h~ ~n1n~: busine~s about 
it. [ do IJJt W<Jllt to IllPntion any nruncs. 
l1ut I e:;uld t:n:ntion two or l;It'Il \vho. 
jf it Cfl.lllC to a "'" :)tC of 1.hc: \VOtdd 
:"!.lnJO:-it lo::..-~ their dq)osit, at nn election, the 

for th~; .1 -, oPld be o small. I know 
re Ul'C' ,-;on! : lllC',-1 on the council \\'ho ha YC 

not the conficl<'llC 1 ~ of the prudncC'rs, but I nn1 
not :) C•>:1clt'tlln tlH' council because 
of , , l 1

·' to [.~:i'. n t-hr:nl <ln Ol1J10l'hllllt,\-, 
ClS t11n f_AO 1.'l'11:l1<:'ET :Jl'C (L_)]J:J_,: to C'FLIT~- on for 
"· ~:ortaw pr nnd, but l my that that pro
YHnonal eotillcll shou!d not last one hour 
~on.g('l' tll~n~ is Tb: vc1·.v rnOJllcut 
]j, IS }lO"::i"!blP IYC have Btl ek-ction, SO 

HS to h~t c Inc:nbers of the council chctcd 
lp.r the pl'oduC('l'::_. ia a demoe!·atic nutnner. 
le then\ is g~llng to be an:vthing don'~ to 
prolong- the llfo of. tho pre;,ent proyisional 
counCil. are, gotn~ to damage the Bill, 
b~r~use proauccr JS 1nore or ]0~ ... a sus-
p;cJous lltntL as the ~V1inistPr kno\vs. I--Ie 
Yi'ants to ha....-e nu1tters cxplalncd to him 
ver.v cle;u·ly. 

The RPEAKEH: Orcler! The hon. mem
ber hus e-.:hRnsted tlw time allowed him 
!lllder tlw Standing Ortlors. 

fMr. Morgan. 

::\lr. }THE:\:-\~\::\ (Too!"O'Jilll,u): 1 a.m ven~ 
j)l("1 "'l t],;~r h1lll. lllt'mbt-l'S Ol)J)()site tmvf. 
1 fcrn'd to lllC' a~ a ,~ar:ucr. a1.~.-d ag1·e,~ that 

]:':,\'(' h'P:l a :')Fccr--..fu1 farnwr. -
=\Ir. P~tFBDIXGTox: For ho\Y long? 
)!r. llili;::\::\.\X: It do<'' not matter for 

h, ard thr~ leadL'l' of the Opposi
about an ( xpcrirncntnl farn1 

Roc~w. had an cxyH•rin1ental farrn at 
CcHn·;c .Jl!ncbon, anrl t]H~ \Yhc lt ~"l'OV.'ll on 
ti<L• L<nn \\ "' o good that the \Yh~at Board 
would Hot allov'; it. to b.• sold for gri:')ting 

11' ',\·as r<'~''l'Yed for seed \Yhoat, 
f .. t;·hc•d a record prjce. The hon. InCrrl

lh~r for I)ra:-·~nn Q,'l'Cv,- \Yhe:~t, and a lot of it 
\,as :-.· _olld-l';J.tc. 

}h. DPlllX•~-TO:O.:: I r,on•r sold a !Ju;hol of 
1-V~1c '.l. t in lll,V lifo. 

Tllr. liRE:'.;!\' A:\: \Ylw doeJ the hon. mem
ber talk ¥:hpat gl'O\'>-illg. \Yhen science is 
ap1JlicJ to the agrjcultural industry it will 
b., a great ,uccP-,, alJll this Bill go8s in the 
Jircet:on of uppl:-ing '<·ienco to tllc fanners. 
~Ion. nH~n1L(-.1'& oppo'>ite say that this Bd1 
rs loaded. I abo say it is loaded. It is 
loadecl with wonderful ideas. It is the great
e·,t scheme eYer evolved by any Government 
1:1 the histon· of Au-tralia for the !Joudit 
or the f:trmf';.. Our opponents object to us 
]1utting Cf'rtain clauses in tl1is Bill to giYe 
rPpresentation to the Secretary for Agri
culture and certain expm·ts. The leader of 
the Onposition ~avs that thev are not fanncr:-3 
and tiJHt thP\' shcmld not be 1ncludod in the 
couneil at all. The Couneil of Ao-riculture 
i."3 to consist of twcn1.. v-fh-e mcrnbcr; and fiyo 
of them arc to be th~ }linistcr and GO\·ern
ment experts .. If :"" take tlw Farmers' part:· 
on the opposrte srde of the House. we find 
that they are twer.ty-threc in number. \Ye 
haYO the leadc•r of the Opposition and the 
hon. memlrer for Albcrt. both la·.,-vers; the 
l1on. member· for Oxlcy is a mecl1anic the 
hon. nw1uber for To1_,-fl~- ille a cheini~t', tlw 
hon. n1c1nber for Curtis a. eornpan.r rnanager. 
and the hon. lllUHber for Konnanhv a 
palr;tcr. ':rhcre are :-ix n1c1nlH:>l'S who be.lono· 
to the Farn1Cl's' llUr·t:L Thl'y~ con1c rdong. 
;me! tell ns in this Hou~'-' that they are 
doubtful of the bona fides of this Bill. · Tlre,
~ay that und('•,irablc pcoplu 1njr-':ht n.c 
appo~nted to the Council of A~~TJculturc. 
'J.1hat i~ a rcflcctio~1 nn t.h0 fart-11()l'S \Yho 
r<ppoint that council. \\'e ehall find the hon. 
llJeJulJC.::' for "Ko 111an's land"-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. DREX:'-f.\N: The hon. member for 
Pittc< orth '' ili q;o round the countrv and 
try to belittle tlw Dill. The hon. m"em!Jer 
belongs to tho Q.F.L'., and. in addition to 
that boclv. ':>e have the P.P.U., lhe A.S.P.A .. 
tho U.C.G.A.. the L.:.F.A.. the B.Ci.A.
Banana GroW('l':' As;::ociat.ion-the P.U.-tho 
Pastoralists' L'nion~-

Mr .. J. H. C. H.oDERTS: What about the 
O.D.U.? 

Mr. BREN::\AX: This will be the Ono 
Big Union for tl1P farming inJustrv. I am 
,-cry }H'oud to f1C'C the One Big T_::'n1on~ an1ongst 
the farmers of Queensland. I hope that we 
shall gd a s stem w hi eh will be for the 
benefit of all.. IV e havp the United Em
ployers' ..L'\_ssociation and the Ono Big Union 
of the farmers, and ',;hen "e get the indus
tnalJsts organ1sed rnto one bier union indus
!ry will be successful in Quec;sland. There 
Is no doubt about that. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Put ::on at tho head 
of affairs, and it will he all right. 
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"·~r. BRE~:\\~-: T hPtJrcl an hon. sr:ntle
nl<Hl talking about not beiug able to ~uppl)· 
rn,~ tt to Hn.~sia Ut'cau,o tht• pcoplo there nro 
too poor tn ent it. He ,n.id the people in 
Hn·,,,]a '' f'l't1 ~hLrv]ng, but the_,' w"-~re too 
p 10r~not to buy the meat, but to eat it. 
At the prc"cnt tlrnc the crrazi0rs are dt''~tro~,-
in\2' their c .J\-cs. to avoid paying income tax. 
"\',-hv .c_:annot thcv S(~!Hl t-his meat <1\Yav to 
Hu-;.-;ia and ~ell it on credit? ~ 

:0Ir. BEBBTXGTOX: Uivo us Queensland~ 
nc\·or mind about Hn~,iR.. 

::\Ir. BRK\f:'\_\~: In Queensland we have 
]iC'Oplc on the broad Jinc; in fact, \VC h 1 Ve 

them on the crumb line, although we have 
fat ea tile walking "bout rc:llly too fat to 
w ·.lk: but the owners will not kill them for 
fpar the people should get cheap food. There 
is something 'vrong lYith tho ~Y~"tem \vhich 
n111kes the grazi0rs dnstro;: their calves vvhen 
there are o n1an~, people in need of cheap 
food. 

\[r. IYARREX: How is your scheme going 
to benefit the priJEary producer, "hen you 
ta~~ like thn t? 

Mr. BRE:'\:\A:'\1: I \Yas pointing out that 
the people arc hard prer,:;eJ for \ntnt of fo:Jd, 
>md the pre nnt system must be altered. 
That can onl~-· bf! donn b,v organisation. TlH"" 
lJc et brains ll1U~t be used to eYOlYe the best 
:-:chelnl1 • It i~. no use having all these 
different farmers~ unions. 1vith ono interest 
working against another interPst. \Y c want 
to bring then1 all into one scheme, and, as 
that h;;s been done by the present Govern
ment. I av that it is the flnc-t scheme ever 
c·,·nlvecl in' the history of Australi;; for the 
bcw.:_-flt of tho farn1cr. 

1\Tr. I3EBBT:'\GTO:'\ (Druyion): Thi., is a 
producer>' Bill. and, as the producer has to 
pay fol' it. he should have the right to sa.y 
"het her he wants it or not. He should he 
allo .:cri to examine the Bill, and see if he is 
going to get his 1nonoy's 1, orth. It is not 
for us to sav \Vhethcr the farm m sh;;ll ha ,.e 
it. \\hcther ·he lib•s or not. I-IoweYN, thP 
Gm·ernment hm·e brought in the Bill. and 
lH' InnA improYo it wherever \Ve can. 
EYiclPntly, something- wants doing for the 
bC'llt :it of the rnan on the land. Tbo chePso 
that is being wld in B1·isban0 at Sd. per lb. 
,,-ill !Jot pay i.ho cost of milking- the cows. 
1\xpcn~Ps amounting to 3d. per lb. have to 
b0 paid for thP mrcnufactur., of the cheese in 
tlw facto y. The last returns I got '"ere a 
little over 3d. per lb. for manufnctnrc. rrht 
.'10rPkcr•per pa'" 6d. per lb. for the cheese, 
\\hic-h lPnYes the producer 3d. for abont fiYe 

of milk. Just frmc.v "-hat the pro-
is gninp; to ,;et out of it! At the prc

:pnt tinH' I know cattle, \vhich <lrO certainl"",r 
srnall. but th(~:,. a re offering for ls. ea ell. 
.Just fancy. 12o. 1wr dozen for _cattle 1 The 
fanner -.-ill have to sell 200 hr rd of cntt]P 
before he eau get enough to bu:· a suit of 
dothc>s. \Yhcn vou re-,]iso how little the 
fanner gf'ti3 for~ his \vork, it is certainl~,. 
tim0 0metl1ing '"'nt;;.; done ln hij intr~rc·t-:. I 
tl1ink the ::Iinistf'r ha" o.,·crstatcd the ctso 
·.-hen he savs that tho indu.stry is not 
orp;auisc>cl. \Yhat haYc the mo!l we haYe had 
in ,Oil!. indush·~· for so man~~ years been doiug 
al! tjl!,c? ThP Chc0sc ~Iannfarturers' 

is org·rrnised 100 per cent. to-day; 
the bntter i1alu ·tr> is organised considcrabl:~; 
and the hro ~ugar~growing associations are 
a], 1 well orn·ani.<e-d. VIe have had our 
reprcsentati,·es going down South. They 

at the flnest hotels in 
nn~-ono grumbles at 

til~tt. J bc•l;E'\'O \\'C ~hntdd send the bPst 
mc>ll ,_,~c cru1, and we should allow them to be 
l'l'S]JCCtablP. and be ready to pay their 
expenses. I disagee with the Minister "-hen 
he says that the industry is not organised. 
Our industry has grown to bo worth 
£7.000.000. although it started from nothing. 
\Yhat brought it to that stage? 

::\Ir. PEASE: The Labour GoYC'rnment. 

'IIr. BEBDII':'GTON: The Government. like 
Hip Van \Yinkle, arc just waking up, but we 
hnYC l-wen wo:·king n1l the time. \Yhere has 
thr; P•litor of '' The Producers' Rcvjc,v" been 
all the time'? They hav.' all been asleep while 
\1.'0 haYP bL:>n building up the industry. It is 
quitP trno that thcre are any nun1hcr of 
pecplo 1ookins:: after tho farmers, and sornc 
~f thl'm lik '>to get their share out of it. 
\Y c find that one man collected about £2.000 
of a lcvv on heat. but he charged c omothing 
i iko ,1;600 in exp ,fisc>,. I think that is cer
L·inl:v a n_atter t.hat wants inquiring into. 

It is time that the Government, in their 
own interests, \Yoke up to the itnportance of 
production. During their term the inte1·est 
on the public debt has been increased from 
about £1.600,000. 

::\Ir. \V. COOPER (Ros, woo•!) : I rioe to a 
point of ord r. Is the hon. member in order 
i1J cE ~._,_~ -ing tlw Financial Statement? (Oppo
~i~ i(1n lauglncr.) 

BEBHI~GTO:\': The hon. member 
,q;nts to ta kc up my time. . By the 

of th~..- vcar the Govornn1ent. w·1ll have 
ii;cr< d thi~ illterest on thP national debt 
:,, not Y"n· rrmc:h lr"S than £+.000,000, which 
• h.:::~T 1vill hnYe to rn(_1 Ct jn London and New 

lf they do not have exports, which 
\\ tYC cxc-h~ng·e, .urc tlwy going to borro1v 
JttOl \- to i-r;? If we are not going to 

, \. ·PX]10l'l pay for our inlports the State 
1:-; to lwnkn-pt altogether, so t.hat 
in re·· pc~ t the Governn1ent should cer-
tain1v thiuk of the fanners and help them 
t·c c ~~ne to tlw re. cue to rnakc exports ba1ance 
ituport 

The ?vlinister has complained ihat we have 
!won l'ltlhcr st•,picious of this Bill. I have 
1TtrtH- l up a •: GovPrnrncnt Gazette," I 
flnc1 that the following prices \\-er~ fixed 
flo,ctl':~ 

" Flonr, grjstC'd from i1!1portcd '':heat·., 
£20 'r 6d. a ton (on the Downs). I< lour, 
n1ado frmn localhT ;;;ro1vn wheat, <;-sg a 
ton (on the Do-.,Tns)." 

Tlw f'\ECR• T.Hl.V FOl1 AGRICULTUHB: You 
kno\\' y,-hnt 1he objt~ct of that \Y·as. 

BEBDC\'GTOC\f: :'\over mind ihe 
The ~·Iinistcr will adrnit that 1s a 

I can gi\·o hi1n the page of the 
" ·whc're thev fixed t,,v·o prirc:.:::., one 

nf £9 for flour from lO't nllv grown \YhPat and 
the ntlwr of J:·~J 7s. 6d. frOm flour n1a:de fl·orn 
b1acl;:-'!TO\Yll whPrtt.. Can the l\Jlnist.Pr wona~'r 
t-11 y C' arc su ~picious? Do: ht~ forget the 
tin1(_' Y~F~ll tht' then s( -=rPtnr." for Agriculture 
. ni;:ul . ho whole of th~ butter available at 
1·: _- .. when it v. v.s "·orth 200s.? Does he 
fnn_~·ct t ht~ lt']f J,Tams that were srnt all over 

~ laud olfering th,_t butter at 140s.? Does 
forget tlw Sc·rctar:v fer ...-\gnculture ronnng 

into this ChambN, throv. ing his arms about 
and suyin,c, " I am the only 1nan 'vho has got 

JJir. Bcbbington.] 
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any butter to Rell in Queensland tD-rla,·. I 
am sclli1h; at HOs .. but it is worLh 200s. ? 'Does 
he wondt'l' that 1ve arc suspicious? \Vhat 
Plsc could we be '1 \o\7e suffer and learn from 
the .Past.; I could kc 'P on for an hour quoting
similar Instanc:.'. 

A GOVERNMENT l\lE)JBER: \Vhat date was 
that? 

Mr. BEBDI~GTO:'\: ThP dates of the 
"Gazettes" a1·c 14th September, 1915, page 
857, and 30th October, 1915, page 1,479. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHlCULTT;RE: That was 
Denham's "·heat. 

:Nlr. BEDBI:'\GTO:'\: Both Gon mmcnts 
imported wheat. and neither Government as 
1o blan~c,' beca.llso thPre was a gre:Lt drought 
here. 'v cry htt]c was grown at Warwick 
and Australi" had a shortage, but th~ 
droug·ht-·tnch'Jl farmer·· CX]weted to get the 
full rnarkct pr>C.\. In ,toad of that. the Govern
ment fixed n price ·,,·hich gave thorn only 
3s. 6d. a bu•hcl, whu·oas tho imported price 
'"as 2d. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGll!CC:ST'CRE: \Yho 
passed 1hc .'Id'! The Donham Government. 

, , C\Ir. BEBl3I:'\GTO:'\: \Vho administered it? 
I he GO\·crmncut oppc· ite fixed the nric•. 
L~t- me _rernir:ul him also that the pro;Jrf. .~.al': 
nnllL~rs 111 Bnsbo ne \Y"Onld not our \'lF' 1t 

:,-onld. r:ot tnu the 1·i~k of up \v( 1~ 
1~, bur th mill jn \Y.'H\v·iek dirl 
nsk i~; l ·whc'n the nroprif't·,rv rni!l 
ran out. :JJini o!·cler;_(l it to ~oC,iaJise 
~n~ {;i,~idr~ it ~-.tc~ k \1·iJh 1~0 1~roprietary rnil!
Ht Ln·b.uJr. t·:;d Coln!''-'11L·d 1t lo .~enrl. dvwn 
6,000 ba;,; for thac um·po ''· 

I would to so•J lhi Blll go very much 
furih rand ''•Y much impro,Pd. I would 
llkc to ~ec the Council take on son1ething of 
t,hc charac'er of the old moat and dairv 
board, ·which in the earl:-+ days of dairytnfs 
mado a l<'vy on sionk, the fund from which 
\V,1S. aclyanc ;~d. at a lo'i~' rate of interest for 
the. specific purpose cf building mr-atwodcs 
arret rlrury fnctoncs. That is rcaJlv , 
started our cbir~ ing- and Tnc::tt industri'C, 
when they got OH thcit feet, they repa{d the 
loans to t.ho people who advanced the monov 
Somothing of that kind mav vet be d~'lC t·; 
improYf' this Bill. rrhc~ l\Ij;;_is"tcr knowsL pcl~
fectly w1 11 thrr: the milk food fadories n J'C 

paymg from 3d. to 7cl. per .ra}lon more than 
we can get for t.h, 1nilk usc~l for butter 11nd 
chcc""f'. The :::\Iinisi r is conversant also with 
t11c fact that \Ye itllport frorn Amz.,:._·ica and 
oth~r places a hrgo quantity of parti,·ll~· 
:'dn.tera ted mllk food products. At any rate, 
1f they arcnot wh·1t .we may call adulterated, 
they ccrtamly contam a v-ery small fraction 
of gcJ_JUJllo m Ilk. A largo number of the 
~actoncs dr:m n South arc paying these 
mcreascd pnces of from 4d. to 7d. more than 
our suppliers 0-rc gcttin~ and ~<0nding a very 
larg ~ pronortion of n1dk fond,;;; to OnPr•-n"
land. Here wo h,. vc Queenslrmd, ,,;:;i;--;;]1 
her do.Jr:c-farms and enonnouJ quantity of 
land .'Yhich could lJo put under -dairying, and 
; 'f· the milk food~_;. m<ldc frwn Inilk for 
which t.hcy pay frorr1 4d. to 7d. a gailon more 
~han our suppliers aro g0Hing. arc pouring 
1nto Qn·•cn~·dand jn large qu.~ntitics. 

At 9.30 p.m., 

The SPEAKER rc~umcd the chair. 

i\Ir. BEBBIKG'l'ON: I contend that that 
ehould be remedied. I ''"nt dm\n South 

[JJr. Bcbbington. 

and .qJent a cc,, 1s.idcrable an1ount of my 0\YI£ 
tnoncv. 'rhc hon. n10t11ber for Stanley ·.vent 
to ~cw Zcalacd and the Southern States. 
n~d spL•nt a large fLlnount of his n1oney. Tb~ 
S, ;Tctary for ..Agricultur(') hjs secretary, and 
<ln exp Tt, 1/cnt to the- E:outhern States flt 
t~JC of the t ountr:Y. They can1c back, 
lmj, a inglc l'Cport did the:.· make to tlw 
da'rym'n of this Stch of what they hcd 
st·;:_n, 

The SECRETARY roR AGRill'LTLTRE: I will 
toll you what I will do now. Jf the fnrwcr· 
app1:oach rnc, I \Yill 1lld.;;:n th0n1 8"1 rtdyuncu 
of two-thil'ds, at 5 per cent., under th~ 
provisions of the Co-opcratiyo Agricultural 
Production Act. 

Mr. BEBBI?\GTON: I ad mic :mu can do 
1h··t much. I would like our farmers tn 
;,crept that offN. I would like tl1c ]e,-:cs 
i~o bo Inade under thi~ Bi11, to get ti1 c... 

balance. 

Tho SECRETAHY FOH AGTIIC'CLTURE: Yen 
c qrmot dn it U!:dcr thi~ Bill; there 1s no 
occasion for it. 

-:'dr. BimBI:'\GTON: YPs. 
contend that in son10 Hl..-itr-tble 
\Ye lun·t' branch railway~, vve 
a milk food factor:.-. 

there I 
placP, 
should lmJd 

'fho SECRET\EY FOR AGRHTIXCHE: B1·in[; 
forward a concrete schernc. 

Jl,lr. BEBBINGTO:'\: \Ye could put one 
wr probablv, £70,000. You conk[ 
l-~,;1( 1 n·~,, £20.000 0:· :S4G.C·J0. rrlw.\' t·,}d 
IF the \Yvrd'ma f: tor.: en·/. altogr,thcr, 

£100.01CJ. If dici. lhrr<' is included 
in t :t cc ~;t of a lnt of n.:le]f'~s 
1-1 r:h; c•1·.·-. l1··.;.; b0~n the casP v.-lth 
r>:"P\" nr;r:;. I bPliovc: IYC' could hu!ld 
i l'll' .S iO 00. If v;r did ·O, it woulcl prc
V011\ ;:;]! thC'se 1nilk footl. con1~nrr frr.rvl thP 

and our l1101l0Y would ur01nain in 
:ln:J~~-Pd. ri'hosc mill~ foods are ahso1utc'J:v~ 
n YH'St and purest ~.-nu C'::t:1 pc ibhT g 0 t. 

The l1rn). lllombt'l' fo1' ()tanl··v sr1w, ln thP 
disi rirh \Yherc the.~' ~.;o;,·r'1"' bci.ng n1ad0. th(' 

l"fusi::g to use t11('ir own miJk, but 
u·.ing 9d the~c p0wdc1's \Yhich "'>YC:rc 
nEJnufactur"d jn tho fnctr:n·it·'. The f:~ctone · 
in the Sonth vvcre rccPiYiJ~~ 40,000 gallons of 
milk p~r da\'. If we cnu1CI pnt up a factory 
which '\'otdcJ re '0iY0 20 Or~ '"allom for the 
]Hlrpc·.; Df P'"lanufr-chuing· ii into ih~> fll!L'St 
t: ;ai~~.:;: fc, Jd··. it vvould be n big advantage 
11ot o:lh· io Bridl:_l· 0. 1J'lt also to the fr:.nn0r~. 
jn nsin.(r U!:1 such n. hi~,. p( rccntage of their 
n1ilk. '1 co'1nncnd that proposition to the 
:'vfiuj,- tr r and to c1air~·rn"n. 'Th0 ~1in1stf'r 
hns IUr!dP Cl fair T 111a;EtD.in i"h:1t the 
Bill con1d be enlr-~rg0d to lJri !g 'vithln 1t_, 
8cop0 ~.Jrtlf' of th2 clnu~cs of the nld mf'at 
"nd ch:rY ~~0::1rd: allowing lt1 YiC'" to b0 1-:!ade 
for thi::; industrial purpose. 

The ~":C'l1ETAHY FOR AcRICULTf'RE: The 
CJ ( r:r-t; c ~\~ricu1t:Hr:1 flro luctinn .. C't is 
an in•prnn';:n. 11\-. on the' old ~.,feat and Dair:.~ 
I'0a nl .-::v:· .. l''YI. 

::\fr. rE!,DINGTO'\:: ~o. it ;, not. Tt 
iJ vn imJnY:y(•mc::t in ronnection \Yfth the 
an1ou11t ~f ad,·anf·C' ynn rnn get: b1_1i thP 
p0ople haYe to find 50 JWl' "' 1\.. of th 
D10Df \', 

The SrCRET.\.rtY l"OP. R.nL\Y.n '::.: Tl'Hd is not 
so. 

::'dr. DEBBI~GTOK: It true. I w mlcl 
like to ""' tho· ,, Jc. ·ic.; 11. Jc·. I IYnH!d iik•.> 
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to see tho :Vlinister adopt another method 
,of organisation. I do not consider that 
this }s the correct n:.ethod of organisation, 
neither do I consider that it is going to 
be .succe::;siul; fot this rcuson, t.lwt 
Dl',:,,ani-, ntion, to be a suc.ccss. rnu::::<t 
with the farmr; ' produce. Had I bee 1 

1\finiBt('l'. I \YOUlll ha;-e aduptt'd a diffL·rcLt 
n1C'thod of at ion. I \'-otdd hav' built 
UlJ thj:', tt1on on e--,;:i:.ting nrga:,i~.:::t-
tic 1s, and 0d thrqn tn RPnJ -uw;r nw n-
l· 1 -~ to the C('JltTal crnu:ciL 1 wo.dd haY 

it un o_J 1h0 nvo ' a·''-0-
- hn 

£'1 p· ,. <"' 
la d C1; ·~~~c· 
'\hi eh l or':r 
·r:·nt.-- -t-he ( uL -:.1sLtL.d u; 1 

:'::_' ~\Jar.ufru:turf'r:-;' 
~\sE>cwivtion_::_which is in connnunicahon with 
"ll the factories, und ti1e Southern Quccn,
]and Frnh Growers' ...:\s<;:oriatio:n. I 'vonld 
]HtYe takon those fixe organisations, and 
giYen each of their m; 11bors FL ..-ot0. Thor.' 
need be no cc, dptdsloD in asct'rt ,;,·!ng l[ie 
li,t of their mcmhc.rs. The>~' would hayc 
produf'od a regi-~<'1' of C'Yery. rnen1bor, anJ 
t~ :tt could havo lx··en a rog-1 "tc•r of the rnern
bcr.:; of the C'0111bir~ed orgnL··--at-ion. I a~n 
gojng to show the• :VIinistt-:·r ·,; he1·c a dif-~iculty 
vd!l co'uc in. l\~o rn:-taer Ylh'1t d0. rt 

big percc _tako of wiJl n ioin this 
or :a:J]:::atioP-.:::__a, 1nany through ~carele''-S-
nt"'·~. ~~~t the fllT ent t~mr-. wh-n the c':-lc~s--. 
n~<'ll n1C'('t, _every lT~J.n ~1ndc•J -tand;;; hi~ b 1_ :-

-,-1, ~:J'd h~~; a:ttcnt10:8 B (CL:_ b·- tcd u!1 1t. 
\Yhcn the sug-'lr rnCJnbcrs tncct. eyorv rn:1.n 
under·- 1 nnds the business illl(l his a·~~ _,ntlon 
i·, conccntroted oc that. \Ylwn the rlairv· 
:men's a~~sociatlon n1eets, CYl'l'. 1nan nndc.r
~ra?ds the• ~u _ _i~Jl~. If you :\o to nty diEtrict 
n.<-a get a 1CIY n1cn rc'pn~srnt.!ng su :·ar. a fc'w 
rucn rcprc::;l ntj dairying. n.nd a few n1e.L1 
reprc•srrtlng intcr('c;b--:, "",'ou \Yill not get 
t~~P ;:non to :\ ttoncl. V 

The f'HE)IIER: \Ye' wi:l got them to att:•ll(l 
wht.~rc 0 'L'lJCral Htatt.er.'> arc eo ccrncd. 

!Hr. BEDBT~GTO::\: ~\nt jn connh·~: u:~
It is n n:o_t; diHirni:: LtaHn-... l"rlJdcr 

,YOlll' o:.._;.utui -c-:._tion .,~ nu:d L(--. cn'TI
fronl the star1', bcrau_;;.c in tho·, · _Ll;J: 

you \'i'OnJd haye h ·cl :.;5 lL J' Ct':nt. 
producc1 ~ alr:_~ady oL;·ani eel. 

f-!-ECHET·\RY FOR 
wlwt- 11 e did to cn·Jt(' 

<'O!~ll·cil. 

Th"t is 
provisional 

Mr. BEBBINGTO=": Thoro will alwavs 
be tbonsands of men ~.vho will not join L;p 
and attend n1oeting- but you arc going to 
lev;· on tlloso men. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They will 
come in after -a while. 

:'!r. DEBBINGTO:'-J: They will not. We 
L:no~,y thcn1 too \vell. -You arc rroincr to Ievv 
Dll thcrd. TheY 1 ill not be -mo~1bcors ;f 
ycu~~ organi ,Ltion, und they will object to 
!wnng· a ln-y _placed upon thorn by an org.··.n
,,~llon to ···h1~h they do not belong·. l do 
not sa~- tlw l0vy should not be ma.de upon 
them. Under mv schomo vou would ha·co 
grcatPr cfficicnc:<' and yo~r" central ~:oun~il 
would represent the whole of the industric'. 
You must have a. representative of ovory 
industry on ::our council. It is possible, with 
·a 1;1ixcd council such aS you arc getting now, 
that on<' or t1YO interests may not be repre
s< ntod at all. n,,- building "P the ass0cia
tions you would have a contra] council re pre
sentative of tho whole district, and there 

would bo no trouble t'bout loYies, because 
Pvery man would be compelled to pay his 
levy to the organisation. That would have 
saved an enormous amount of trouble. It 
is most difficult for the Cheese :\fanufac
turors' Association and the suppliers to meet 
v.ith representative•' from other industries. 
They will say straight out, "'Ne havo got 
our Cheese }\1anufacturers' As.,ociation; we 
ha,·e got our cheoso pool; and nothing out
si.Jo that can help us, and w~ are not going 
to attend the 1nectings." 

:cy1r. BL'LC'OCK: Do you think that attitude 
i:s u. right one? 

:Yir. BEBBINGTON: I am not concerned 
about that. \Ve have to deal with thmg:< as 
thov are. If this scheme had been ba,ed on 
the. foundations of the existing associatiom, 
thmuands of members would have been 
secured to start with, and that is what I 
would like to have seen. It would have 
o::,aycd an enormous amount of organisation 
and trouble afterwards. \Ye all recognise 
that we arc not going to do too much until 
we haYe got a Federal scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICPLTURE: \V e want 
to start with a State scheme fit·,t. 

Mr. BEBBIJ\;GTON: I am not blaming 
the hon. gentleman for that; but we should 
not expect too much, and we should not have 
great ideas about what this council is to 
accomplish. 

~llr. KmwAN: You arc trying to kill it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, I am not. I 
havP alrcadv told the Minister what I am 
prepared to~ do. I ha ye sugg0sted improve
n:wnts to the 'ochomc. The que rtion of con
trolling the markets in countries outside 
Queensland has not be'm do dt with sufFi
ciently. The method adopted in New Zoa
hnd could certainlv be adoptrccl hero. The 
hon. member for Stanley stated that their 
representatives sold somewhere about 
£6.C'l0,000 \Yodh of prodtw in Eno-land. 
\\'hen the markPts wNr' flooded thc•v dtd net 
allm' their shipmer.ts to g-o fN>~ard, but 
place cl all th. produce in cold ~to res. and fed 
rht' rnarkets insh Jd of flooding thPrn. I 
bc]ic-.-c thot .shoPld be <::one as far as pohiblo 
through co-op,~·rati vo eh a nnr:'ls. I bclicYc I am 
roiT'. t in · ~ving that there is not a men1ber 
on the provi~ion-al CO"~lnciJ tJt t.ho pr0~ont time 
who represents a farrncr :-;-d]inJ.r fruit throu_c,::-h 
r o-opNative channf'ls in London. The 
farnv:rs have elGctccl son1e n1en and the 
:Vlin]-,,C' has no: 1inatcd other~. 

The Sr:cRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURR: l'\o. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: Did not thn Mini ter 
r-nninatc ~Ir. }1c_\nal1y? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He was 
C'1cct !c.l at thr; conference. 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTON: A nomination by a 
-'\Tini.?b:r prrrc·tic,t1l:,7 an PlPction. The 
'Iini~,tor nominated Mr. Me Anallv to the 
\Yhoat Advi~my Bn~crd. · 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGRIC'CLTPRE: ~o. 

r,Ir. BEBBINGTON: The membcL; of the 
\Vheat Board desired to nominate wmeone 
clst, and the :!\fjnister lmmcdiat2l, t::ot up 
and nominated ::\1r. McAnally. 

The SECRErARY FOR AGRICULTl:HC: ::":" :1. 

:cyrr. BEBBINGTON: If the hon. gonth
man denies it, I will accept his wnrd~ but 
that was my information. The JI.Iini~ter 

Jlr. lJr;biJ:}Io+oP.] 
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stated that this "as one of the greatest coun
cils of agriculture ever summoned, and said 
that about 150 representatives attended, and 
a lot of discucsion took place about estab
li"hing a floor in London to dispose of our 
produce. Notwithstanding the fact that we 
already haYe a co-operative floor there•. and 
a re represented b: companies in South 
Africa, New Zealand, and Australia. whose 
nominal share". amount to over £50,000,000, 
neither the J\Iinistcr nor the officers of the 
Agricultural Department, or anyone else col
lecta.d together on the day that thL·se repre
sentatives ·were f'.lD1moned, knew an::;Tthing 
about it. Already some £3.000.000 or 
£4,000,000 worth of stuff has been sold. 
There is a]5o son1e talk about )ending a 
repre-sentative to London at thP expense of 
the Government or the council, rmd this 
gcnt,lenutn was a n1ernber of a finn of selllng 
agents. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: TJwt is 
not true. 

::\Ir. BEDBI::\GTON: I am very glad to 
hen r that. b'•cau5e the~ re has been consider~ 
able trtlk a bout it. I have some very slight 
amendments to proposn to this Bill. There 
is no US" talking about altr-ring tho of 
organisation. I ·~upposc; but. if the 
had been based on the prl ,,cnt organisations. 
it would have given every satisfaction to the 
fruitgro\V('r-, sugar-gro.,1TC'r ~, rhct1 ,;-" rnannfne
turers. and butter fnctoric, a~:;;;nr1nt:ons. and 
90 per cont. of the producers Df Quecmland. 

The SEC'RETAllY FOil r\GRICULTl'H£: \Ye 'Xallt 
t<J get 100 per cent. 

:•<lr. BEBBJNGTO:.i: Th, hon. gentleman 
is not g·oing to get lCQ vcr cent. If he :ict; 
30 P'"' cent., he is doing yery 'Yell. 

The SECHETARY FOil AGRICTLTcHE: \'\e will 
get them all. 

1Ir. BEl3BIXGT0N: The hon. gentleman 
can get the narncs frGrn the n•gider, or sonle
body can give th('n1 to hin1. so long as there 
is nothing to pay. Dut what is the me of 
having a n1an's n:1nw \Yitbout haYing hi,, 
ir::terest? He might as \Yell take every nan1o 
from th' eledoral roll and say that the indu'
tr.\T is 100 per cent. organis0d. That is not 
org·anis.'ttion. l:~ou h<L\rC net got the intert"t 
of tho:-;c persons. If the ),finif'tcr had accep
ted the Supar Growers' As,ociation. the 
c:hcc~0, Butter, and Ii'ruit GroY ers' ..:.\ssoc1a
tions he would not onlv haYC' had the lnen~
hf'l·.-:.' lHtn1r~. hut h,· y~onld haY(~ had 
intore:;;t, "\:hich "\Yonld ha YC n1ad<:~ rt 

ful difference. I ask the C\Iini"~2r scriouslv to 
eon~idcr that. I rn2y be wroug, bnt I tl;ink 
tlw cheese mppliers' organisation is 100 per 
c _,nt. organised. Th0 principles edoptrd by 
the Arbitration Court in fixing >vagc•s based 
011 the cost of livin- · are wrong. for the 
reason that P\~er;.T mannfart~uer al' l f' ,1plo~,Tcr 
of labour is df'.::jrous 0£ getting thP farmers' 
produce as lo\v in price ac; po~,iblc so that 
he may u:;:e that as an argunH:llt for c1tting 
down wages. 

Nlr. KIRWAN: You want to b-,, careful what 
you say. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You cannot get away 
from that fact; and if the producer is going 
to be compelled to produce cheap food in 
order to provide cheap labour, then the 
fannN is going to be a slave. and von will 
want to go further than this Bill before you 
will give the farmer what he is entitled to. 

[Mr. Bebln'n.r;ton. 

::\lr. FORDE (I!orkhampton): No doubt 
the farm, rs throughout Queensland. after 
readmc- tlw speeches made b,, the hon. mem
bers opposite. will know who their friends 
are. They will know that the Labour partv 
is the true country part"·· The Country 
party and the Opposition failed to do any
thing for the man on the land, and now they 
want to kill this ''"heme because it emanated 
from Labour. Thov think thl' farmers mav 
show their gratitude to this party fo~· 
initiating the ''Dhcn1e. 

::\Ir. FLETCHER: \V e are supporting it 
abf'olutoly. 

1\I r. FORDE: You are trying to kill it, 
and you arc going about t1w Port Cnrtis 
electorate '"hisplring to the farn1er2. to havc
nothiug to do vlith -it. 

2'/Ir. FLE'fCHER: I ha Ye donP nothing of the 
sort. 

1\ir. PoLLOCK: Dan1ning it with faint 

:Yir. FORDE: Hon. me,11bers opposite do 
not like it, but thl,<' arc going to be told the 
truth. It is ne 1vondcr that this mornjng's 
" Dail~~ J.Iail " had thi5 to say regarding this 
11ew :;,cheme-

" The futr expree eel by 1\Ir. Vowles, 
that the pco:1lc will be fooled by tho 
Gov('rnnwnt's agricultural scheme, rs 
unsubstantial. 

" It is a redeeming feature that the 
Council of Agriculture outlined in the 
Bill rs to be pi·irnarily a farmers' holly." 

Of hon. membeu opposite tell the 
llC'ople it i·J going tu Le a p~trt~.' political 
cc;uncil. bni' it i3 to Le ab~o1ntehT I'ree fron1 
party politics. It will crnbru,, all ehadcs 
cf O]Jinlon Tfic hon. 1nernbcr for Dray
ton said that butter and cheese production 
hu~d fallen 01-f as a result of Labour rule. 
Xmv Jot U' ',cc tho f<guro'. In 1915 the 
''"eight of chcce.e proclu, c<l was 4,380,COO lb. 
Fonr after the Labour Government 
u1n1c oH-ice, tht~ \Ycir~ht produced wa& 
;'.637.00:1 lb. In 1920-21, the W<'ight produced 
'vas l0.500,COO lb. Xow hkc butter. In 
1915. 25.01i0.000 lb. of bnttcr wore produced. 
\ ftcr four years of Labour Go\7 ernment, 

32,00J.OOO lh. FOre produced. and in 1920-21. 
50.0\Yl,OOO lh. \Yere prochH•cd. Tho vnlue of 
but'cr Jll'oducl!d in 1915 wn' £1.674.000_ and 
in 1920-21. the Yalu, wa"" £0.000_000. Thev 
fi,,-ur s arL' n1orc {_'ffcctiYc thr~n ~ornc of tho 
be, h talb•,] hon. nwmbcr< oppo ite. The 

indu,trv in 1915 'Ycro worth 
£3.0C').000": and last Y•'ar thcv 

''ere '' approximately £8,000.0JO" :Mark 
tlw diffcrf'nce. Yet the hon. m"mb;:c· for 
Drayton says that production ha" fallen off 
bPcansp of I. a bour legislation. Bccanso of 
the cncourngoment ~.ye have given to the 
~~·cncrnl producer. production. hns incyenscd 
con~idcrab]v. and I am ver:v plca3ed that 
the Government has introduced this measure. 
It will tend to uplift tho farmer. The 
leader of the Opposition saicl 1 hat ,.;] "''' 
did \Va~ to incrcas.c freig-ht~ and fa.rc~. Let 
me CJUoto the fact'. Sine<:' 1914 hres ancl 
frcightR on gcnf'ral mcrchandlsf' haYe been 
increased in various States as under-

Fares. 
Per cent. 

()ue•Jnsland 17 
~ew South Wales 66 
Victoria 48 
\Vestern Australia 30 
South Australia various 

Freights~ 
Per cent. 

19 
52 
43 
28 
44 
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The Tory Government in Victoria have 
incr€ased their freights by 43 per cent., and 
the South Australian Government have 
increased their freig·hts 44 per cent., as 
against an increase Df 19 per cent. in Queens
land. That shDws that hon. nw>nhers opposite 
do not know what they are talking about. 
\Ye want facts. 

Jl,/[r. BEBBIXGTOX: \Vhen you sav the 
Queensland freights have only bpen increased 
b:· 19 per cf•nt. it sho•.\ s you do not know 
what you are talking about. 

l\fr. FOllDE: " En1pt.y vf'ssels n1ake tho 
most sound." The hon. mcmh< r does not 
know what he i,, talking about when he says 
\Ye increa -ed fares and freight,; to a greater 
extent than tl'e other Shtcs. Hon. members 
opposite say this should be a Federal scheme. 
I say it cen he developed into a Federal 
scheme, and I beli0n• it \vill be; but \cc 
have to H'Dke a beginning-, and tho Labour 
Governrnent of Queenslan~t }:-; no"\Y n1aking a 
beginning. I bPliPYl' thi~ 2cht>n_ vill be 
sw·b ,Lll cffoctiYP one t :.at P\-en· Sta,_-. in 
Austr.dia "-ill take it up. and there wili be 
a fe-d Nation of thee e ·,dlC•rnes. Thev will 
nnrourago co~opcration, and tl~o farmci·s will 
be able through their combim J efforts to 
saye the profits for themsclYc' which now 
go to such middlemen as the hon. member 
for Bulimba and the hon. member for \Vind
sor, who to-day yote side by side with the 
so-called members of the Country party in 
all important diyi .. ions in this House. The• 
fa '.~mt'rs will ln10\V ·who their frien-ds a..rc. 
They will, by this scheme of organisation, be 
banded together, their status will be im
proved, and they \Yill be able to fo,-mulat•' 
co-ope-rative schemes, and get a greater 
return for tlH•ir labour than the:- get to-day. 
S'amur I Gompers. the president of the 
Arncriran Fc·dcration of Labour, recently 
said-

" One fa.rmer has but little power 
\vhen lletcnnining i3sut.3 vital to his \rei
fare. But a hnnched thousand fnrmcrs 
·, ill count when they speak \Yith one 
voicl~ to cno pnr110se. Or.-,.anif:. .. hen is 
essential. America ,~:ill be richer in 
every w.ty when the full Yoic' of ap;ri
cuJturo i'3 heard in her council,,, There 
is no ::.·ctuion "\Yhv Labour Bhonld rlo other
wi,c roan help .. the farmer in his battle 
to reconstruct ag-riculture on a ba,sis 
\vhich is equitable to all." 

That is "hat Labour in Australia says. 
Labour in ~'<mtralia, believes that the man 
o,, the bnd must be looked after, because 
h'' io a v:orker in the, true sense of the 
term, and lhat ie why the Government intro
ducPcl benef-icial n1easurcs for the rncn on 
the land in tho past, and will to a greater 
extent do in the future. The Gm-ernmcnt 
introduced the Sugar Cane Prices Act 
Amendment Bill. providing cane prices 
boards for the fanne-·s. thus ensuring them 
a fuller return for their labour. a' a result 
of ~hich oYer £2.000.000 have been dis
tributed Etn1ongst tho sugar fanner~. That is 
why the Government introduced the Agri
cultural Co-operation Production Act, 
<mabling the farmers to get loans to buy 
cows, she<'p, a.nd to build silos. That is 
"hv the Government repealed the Railway 
Cu<rrantoe Act that was pa<">ed by a Tory 
Government. This Government repealed that 
Act, and relieved the farmers Df an obliga
tion of £250,000. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Is that why you robbed 
the farmers of their labour? 

I'vlr. FOHDE: The hon. member has 
always bec11 a n1iddlmnan. He knows what 
it is to rob the farmer. Ho has invested 
all his money in Brisbane, although he 
reprcsc'nts the Port Curtis electorate. The 
farmers up tht•rc know him, and he will 
never be in this Chamber again. vVhat do 
we find from the Country party supporters 
outside in regard to the scheme? Everyone 
<JUtside who is fair and impartial and is 
not living on t1Jo fannersl and is not exploit
ing them as hon. members opposite do, 
supports lhis scheme. This is what r,Ir. 
S. J. Ho ,vo ea id when addressing a public 
meeting at Buderim-

" I have examined the scheme from 
all points, particularly as an active mem
ber of tl1e Country party, and I am 
catisfted that it reprE'c,cnts the best 
offered to Queensland producers." 

That is the opinion of an honest, disin
terested member of the Country party-ono 
of those earnt~st rnen outside v.rho now realise 
that this (;on~rnment have dcno Yl10I'O {or 

tho producer than any other 
[10 run.] GC>YCl'llment oYer attempted to 

du. 1t is no woml:·r that the 
'· Dailv ::\Tail n ~Stated this morning~ 

;, ...;-\ny r:.uu1 who believes in the sc.homO' 
and ~.·(;t cncour·ngcs the farn1cr to listen 
to political prejudice in estima.ting its, 
adntJJta•re~ 1-. a 'C'TY UoulJtful ~c:cvant 
of tru" ccnntry intcrCsts." 

Hon. nwmbers opposite arc doubtful repro
'···ntat.iYcs of c0untrv interests; in fact, at 
times here to-night 'there were only five or 
six of them in the Chamber. They arc •crest
fallen. They have failed. The · :J-called 
Covntr:,' party have nov(~l' formulah_d a true 
countr·.- policv. It was the Labour Govern
rner:t-'the Government truly repres·2ntative 
of the '"orkers-who formulated this policy 
for the 'Yorkers on the land. VV'hat do we 
f\nd the ofTlcial 01 c,an of the Queensland 
Farmers' Union and the United Cane 
Grower~' r'Lsociation has to sa:'-

" ' The Producers' Revie,·- ' of 10th 
'\Iav, 1922. shows that ono of the oldest 
branchc' of the Qneensland Farmers' 
Union, the Burton branch, on 15th April, 
passed tho following resolution:-

That the Burton Branch of tho 
Qu<een,land Farmers' Union deem it 
a<h-i ,able that the Farmers' Union sup
port the formation of the new Pro
ducers' lJnion, and ·,c'c 110 reason why 
~~;c should continue ·with tho Farmers' 
Union." 

That was a resolution pa··-'Nl by the Bm·ton 
Branch of tho Qupensland Farmers' Union. 
Hon. members opposite can sec that the little· 
associations which thPy have formed out in 
the country amongst th0 farrnPrs for political' 
purposes are nm\ dying, ':nd that the farmers' 
are no longer to be deceJvod, and that those' 
local producers' associations will band 
together the so-called Country party farmers, 
Nationalist farmers, and Labour farmers. 
They will all be banded together as ono 
organisation in the local producers' associa
tion. The'' will be able to send their dele
gates to the district council and nlso to the 
central Council of Agriculture. They wiH 
all be banded together, irrespcdivP of party. 
Too long· have the farmers of Queensland 
lwen disunited. The hon. member for Pitts
worth is an exponent of one phase of the 
\'ouH!ry part' 's policy, and he tells the 
farmers not to support a particular section 

Jlr. Fordr.: 
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of the Country party. Then other members 
go out and toll them not to take any notice 
of the hon. member for Pittsworth. They 
have the farmers doubtful as to what to do. 
This scheme is all-embracing. All we want 
to know is that a 1nan is a nrodurl'r and 
he will then be welcome to ]oin the' local 
producer·'' asqociation. Politics must bo kept 
out of it. (Opposition laughter.) Hon. mem
bers opposite are t.-lling the farmers not to 
have anything to do with it, because they 
fear. that the Labour party might get some 
credit for the scheme which is bound to be 
a great succe-s. It is uo wonder that the 
"Dail,v Mail," in commenting on the 
Premier's agricultural policy, said-

" If Mr. Theodore translates his words 
into actions, he can rely on the whole
hearted support of the Queensland 
Farmers' Union. Whether he calls him
self La~om·, .Nationalist, or Country 
p~rty ''-:Ill be Immaterial, so long as he 
Will assist to bring into actual being the 
reforms for which we have been so long 
battling." 

\V e find Mr. Dohci'tc, the general secretary 
of tho Unit.od Cane GrowNs' A 'ociation-"
a nmn · .. ho, with :vir. S. \Valker. of Bullda
berg, aid in Melbourne the other da,- that 
l\ir. ll~[~;s, the. n.H1nber for Capricornj~,, had 
done rnorc to IllJlHC the sugar-gro·,ers than 
any other rnan ho could mention-saying 
tln-

" It appears to me that the assistance 
the Government is giving in such a 
schr-rno is the mi~:ing llnk that prcducC'rs 
t1 ·.ye been lo01king for for a long time. 
Can we not throw politics to the dogs 
and Lend our energies in tho direction 
of doing something that will uplift tho 
producu-,; and, inciclcnhllv, the whole 
COlTlDlUDity." ~ 

Dob_c~t.Y does not \vant an:.7 parliamen
tary positiOn. He is out to uplift tho pro-
du~crs. in this schcrnc sotncthing 

h;ch '·'· the produc-•rs to a better 
hlatc of thil'b''·. He s.1pported it. and hon. 

1 "Hb. rs oppc .::tc do not likt> it. Tho-,r would 
~~rr. DohPrtv to be an instrufncnt in 
hand -so>neono who could be used to 

up their political organi•ations and 
tl1· .n in Parliament to batten o;, the 

"Tho Prnducers' Itovicw," on lOth 
Fith this matter. showed that 

new brctnchf'· of the Qucen·-·land 
Farmr·r Union, Ce>cil PlairF on 8th '\pril 
1-a~ <:_'d the fol1u\\ ing l'(", oluti;n: ~ ~ ' 

"That \YO as · br_:uch st.rongly support 
ihn llPI\. Oi'gan} ati(_Pl as ont1incd at ihn 
1'!'<'rnicr:/ Conf Tt nee, and nrge that the 
I-~~<l rmcrs' lJnio_n be st.rongl~r reo-rganised as 
tnc new org·anJsntion." 

The attitude of the farmers in the Murgon 
district is expressed m the following 
resolution:-

"We. the farmers of Tableland and 
Crownthorpe di tricts of Murgon after 
hearing the Premier's scheme ~s out
lined by Mr. A. S. Douglas of the 
Grand Council of A!)'riculture: hereby 
express om: confidence m such, and agree 
to further rts objects as far as lies in our 
power." 

Of course thcv wilL Tbe hon. memLer for 
Nanango kno~\'s that braJ!·.:h. Arc tlH ,: LOt 
intellio;orrt people? 

J\h. Rnw.mDs: Yes, they are. (Laughter.) 

[Jh·. Forde. 

Mr. FORDE: Hon. members opposite should 
follow their load instead of trying to defeat the 
scheme. '\Vo have hoard something said 
regarding pools to-night. Hon. members 
opposite try to make us believe th<1t they are 
in fftYour of pools. We find that men who 
support them in politics are opposed to the 
pooling system. 'Nhat did Sir Henry Barwell, 
the black labour advocate, say in a speech 
he made in the South Australian Legislative 
Assembly? He said-

" The Government is opposed to a 
continuance of the pooling system." 

\Vhy? Became in the pooling system the 
middlemen, who help Premier Barwell to 
fight the Labour party at the elections, are 
stopped from exploiting the producer. That 
10 why Dalgety and Company, Bell and Com
pany, and. Darlinc; and Son,;~\vho received 
from the HughEs Uovernment oYer £4,000,000 
for handling Australian wheat up to 1918-
are against the poolin~ system. \Yith regard 
to the wheat pool, I quote the followinR 
extract from the report of the Premiers' 
Confc·rence, at which the que,tion of wheat 
pools \Ya3 di,cus;,cd in this v.ay :-

" PRICE OF \YHEAT. 

"Mr. Theodore: With the object of 
protecting and encouraging the wheat
grov. ing industry during the coming )-ear, 
I would like to know if the conference 
will comider the desirabilitj' of fixing 
a home-consumption price for wheat of 
about 6s. per bushel? 

" l\lr. Barwell (Premier. South Aus
tralia): Certainly not. as far as South 
Australia is concerned. I say that 
definitely. 

"Sir \Yalter Lee (Premier, Tasmania): 
Do not mention v heat to me any more. 

" lYir. Omcrn (Minister for Agriculture, 
Victoria): You cannot fix it. 

"11r. Thcodoro: Xot unless we all 
agree. 

"Mr. Lawson (Premier. Victoria): 
\Ylwn ,-o" mention that subject it 
rcrninJs ~ n1e of dissolution. 

'' Mr. Theodore: I thought I would 
bring the matter to the conference. I 
am quite willing to agreA to a price being 
fixed. 

" Mr. Maley (Minister for Agriculture. 
Wc•.tern Australir): You have mentioned 
it alreadc· by telegrams to the States. 

":Mr Theodore · Yes I have wired to 
one or ·t,vo. . ' 

"Sir \V alter Leo: Our reply is, 
'Nothing doing.' 

"~~fr. Thoodor0: \V ell, I an1 Yery sorry 
we canr.ot con1c to -.ny ag:rccrnent on the 
matter on behalf of tho farmer~." 

The Ton delegate, at that conference would 
not stand behind the Premier of Queensland, 
because ih<'Y believed in looking after the 
in tore ,ts of the middlemen and exploiters, 
who get the grt'ater part of the returns from 
the produce grown by the farmer, and who, 
they think. should be looked after in prefer
f'nco, to the' farmers. J\lr. Theodore put 
np n 11ght for the wheatgrowers of Australia, 
h1t he w"" pot successful in getting the sup
port of the rl,•legatr' vt th~ conference. 

::,rr. J{rRv:Ax: _\nd the.,- arc all supporters 
nf the Country party. 
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Mr. FOB.DE: Yes; as the hon. member 
sa •·s. thov are e.ll supporters of the Country 
party. 'rho CNmtry party mc!llbers, like 
the hon. member· for Port Curbs, >vho got 
u;1 at Glacletone and said thoro is no differ
ence bc.t '';e n the Country party and the 
Nationalist l uty. There is only a sheet of 
paper between them. 

A GovERoDIE:'-:1' ~HE:111BER : \Vhy did he 
lea .-o tho ::\ ~ ti onalist party? 

Mr. F011DB: Because he could not got 
the 1Padcrsi1ip of the party. 

'I'ho SPEAKER: Order! I hope tlw hon. 
n1enrbcr for Hockhan1pton wil1 deal w;th thP 
qtH"'c~tion bPfore the I-Iouse and :r:ot take any 
notirp of interjec~ion::;. 

Mr. FLETC:{Ell: His statement is untrue. 

Mr. FORDE: It. is true, and the hon. 
member knows it. The Labour party stands 
for the encouragement of co-operation and 
agriculture, anct the elimination of the 
middleman. \Ye are told t.hat we want to 
eliminate the small shopkeeper and the man 
behind the connter. Nothing of the sort. 
\Ve mean the elimination of all the agents, 
lll·oducc rnerchanb, speculatorJ, and market 
riggers _,·ho to-day are growing rich on the 
profits ma-de out of the man on _the land. 
This is what the Labour party pro\ldes for m 
its platform in regard to agriculture-

" Further cncouragen1ent of the co
operative principle. 

"Exp1jrimenta.l farn1s vvith a view to 
carrying out tc~-ts and experiments re
garding c~'op;;, and so save the man on 
the land that expense." 

That is the pclicy of the Labour party. 
Dealing '.vith d" iry products in Queenoland, 
I might pnint out that last year then· value 
amotmt"cl to nearly £8,000.COO. Still, many of 
the cpcrations rlcul~ng -with dairy produce are 
left in the hr ndB of specula.tors, traders, 
and explOJt.crs-rnon who rido about in 
motor-car'. and >vho live in the beauty spots 
of Queonslancl. Th~se men, who carry on 
bwinc, .. ' 'ith a capital of anything from 
o£1.000 to .-el0.008, arc dealing with millions 
of paunch,' ,,-orth of produce. _I 1night quote 
the opini,Jn of :\ir. C. E. D. fdcars, D1klnag,,~r 
Df the Con:-:tal Farn1er~' Co-operat}yo Society, 
dcalino· -" ith tlH· Briti,h butt 'r n1arkct and 
its cfff~t en the ..:\u-.tralian indnstry-

" Co-operative rncn returning from 
Lollc: n1 Citphatically (~ndor3e the opinion 
current lc\Cl' Au.:)traJia in Deccrnbcr
JartWl'Y la ,.t. thaT strong co-ordinated 
prooSsurc f1on1 .sneculrttivo agent·~ ''- .1'3 

rlelib.·r,lt.rlv exel·ci· eel tcJ force vc lues 
do\vn. Tli~·ir tactic.j, used simnltancou. ly 
with the in<'xperiPJJced misguided hand
ling {Jf tL ln·gc ln1pcrial stocks, caused 
the !Jre'lidm> '' o[ the London market 
dnrinrr the period quoted." 

That js thL opinion of tho lPaders in co
opcrntiYo cY'.!erpri~,r: in Australia .. rtnd it is 
of great intr to lhP prorhwc1·. Yet \YC' 1wYe 
fanners' n cnb.ttiYcs opposite C'lr arJy 
allied ,,-ith old conscrvat,]yc )Htc:;-csts and 
the n1iclcllcinC11 aud \Yho arc u~ing 
thP fartncrc for o· n In Cnnada 
\Yt~ find that the farrnc·rs h:1vc an irnpro\·prl_ 
t:t. -,_tns bceau~e the arc better organised, 
:-tntL b-·causc of that thcv ~et a better return 
fu•· th~·ir crop·. :\ ''"'. lt would be futile to 
build up co-operative companieo in the dif
fon~nt trnvn'3- of Qucon~land and Au ";-.ralu1 
if we <Fe! not have a federation of the 
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difforcnt co-operat-ive concerns, and if \YO did 
11ot have co-operative di,,tributing· rtgencies on 
the othel" side of the world. \Ye must 
('ll(~c)uragc this co-op:_Tation, and the proposed 
schctno of organisation w·ill give the farn1ers 
some unclcrst.andi::1g of the po,vcr they. cu1 
\\-i ld when Uwy are properly organJsed. 
During tllP [Teat war we found the grr.at 
companies eugaged in the con1rrwrcjal, lll<HlU
facturing, and tran~port \Yorld, rncrging 
too·ethcr lwcanse the,. realised j.hat bv doing 
th~t they would havC greater s:-renr;th. The 
r~rmcrs lUU~t do the san1e. If hon. ITlC'mbors 
oppo~ite had the interests of the farmers at, 
h' art they >vould not get up and stonewall 
this mc·1sure, but would support it. They 
would no~ introduce part.- politi< s, and tell 
the farmers to have noth~ng to do >vith the 
:-,chentC', nr rnakc out that there was son1ethinc: 
~~inistcr in it. This Go\-ennnt.~nt is out to help 
the >vorker'• of thi-; Sc.rttc. whcth,•r tlwy be in 
the tcnvn or on the farrn, and by so doing 
build up Quoenoland so t]n,t it will become the 
gem of all of t.h · States of Australia. 

7\Ir. J. JI. C. RODERTS (l'itts?corlh): On 
looking thmugh this Dill I ctwnot help 
cmning to the conclusion that it is th' flrst 
step toward::, tho nationali-.,ation of the whole 
of the pritnnry producing industri<:>s. To 
ln·in!:~· about thr> nationalisation of the pro
ducing interests is one of the planks of the 
Lnbour lHll't.", I congT'1tnlato the Sccretar~r 
for .\griculture and the Premier on at last 
getting a look in in regard to the national
isation of an industrv in which the farmers 
tltcn1-.('1Ycs have tak~n a very big lntPrest. 
and which the.- ha.-o succPedcd in building 
up by co-operat"ive dfort. We have repoated_ly 
' ,l;_f.',.! th:s .:.\drniui~tration and other ~-i..drn1n1~~ 
tratin to realise that the {},·et stew towards 
Lui!ding up co-operative con1panif·, i~ to 
build up rco0i"YC'S. I listened with cor:\" keen 
ic:tcrc·t to the hon. m<•mber for Roc•':hf1mp
to~l. n qd I 11PYCr }u?ard hi tH ntakc nn~7 refcr
l'l1C'~ y, hatcvt'l' to the quc.;;tion of building 
up l'f''- r\·c~ in our co-opcratiY0 -conlpRrrics. 
. .\ n~· 1na!1 intcrcst0cl in the ro-opcratiYc: Inove
mcnt will realise that a .-erv <'9 "ntial factor 
j"! the lJuilding up of chec~c rnannfad.urlng 
f'ompanics, and butter n1anufacturing corn
panic. and othor di>h·ibutiug companies is 
thP l)O~·ccr to bui]J np rf: '·C'r\·~ fund~ ·Fithout 
J:nayr taxation. This Alln1inl~tration haYe 
lH~n,i· f!ho~Y·n the tlightc~t desire to r0liove 
the bona-fide co-operative companies of any 
part of the taxation thrc· hnYe to pay under 
the inecm1o tax laws at the p2'Cocnt time. 
Recently I had brought under my notice the 
ra~c of a co-operative company \vhich had 
made a profit of £358. and a big part of that 
profit >Yas made owing to the fact that they 
rccAin'd a little over £200 as their share of 
the profits .distributed under the cl1f•esc pool. 
That company was called upon in the end to 
po:· to the Income Tax Commissioner in 
Queencl::tnd the sum of £69, "hich is equal to 
a ''" of 3s. in th<' £1 9cl. Sll!1Cl" tax. 
\Yhcn we asked .-:h~ we to pav th •t 
ir:"Ol11C' taxation IYP, worl~ told t11·1~ it was 
Lecau~n thP nrofit '"l1lch HH: comrany mach~ 
;,; that ?c·•.J; was better than 19 p0r cenL 
of th(' 11aid·np cnpiial. .l\uyono who knows 
:q1~·thiug a:;ou~ the C"1-nperatiY(~ !1lo\·emcnt 
knrnvs Y<~n· \Y0l] thnt jn f'.0VC'rDJ· of our 
c~l-opf'ratiy(> con1p::::nie.s on the Do"'>vns our 
<lrtic]p·, of as-·oriation deal ·w}th the flue,Hon 
Or })3'i'Jl1Crlb of C'Upjta] in thjs way. S~lV that 
the shard10ldcrs take the shates at £1, we 
S'lY that thl'v shall pav up 2s. 6d. on applica
tion and 2s. 6d. on allotment. and they shall 
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be liable for the peymcnl of o!io cal1 of 5'. 
That is all that th2·: arc called upon to pay 
until a general I;ll'Cting of sharcholch:>rs 
dPcidcs to ompo\YCT the dirrcton~ to call up 
a further call of 5s., or two calls of 5s. each 
at certain periods. The remit is that we find 
lhat to-day the co-operative movement JS 

absolutely suffering for the want of capital, 
and it is entirclv duo to tlw fact of the 
unjust taxation pl8.eed upon our co-operati-ro 
f: ctorics and rcserYes. 1 tsubn1it to the Secre
tary for ~igriculture thet he should bring 
under the noti~c of Ld~ GoYC1'!1!l1Cl"t the 
desirrrbilib~ in this co:J.ncc:t1on of 1ntroduring 
a co-operatiyc compa._ic-, Bill and giying us 
certain right~ u1~clcr it. I bclicYc thl'Y wlll 
be jnst in giYing us relief in regard to 
Ccrt:t]n taxation \Vhiclt \YC' ill'O va:-ing to-dn_y, 
.1.\..ftc-r alL it <an ne ·0r be t•rgnP<l t:u.1t 
un<11l co·O]WmtiYP comp'L y. (•ousioting of 
on1v tl,:c-~ty-:fi,·c or tbinv stru!!g·lin:.r fn:·nH'r". 
h. c~nn'ie t}~r>!- nH"tke a 'small~ pro{lt. shonld 
distribute the vvholc of it by paying· it av,ra; 
i~1 di,'icl(•llds or l;onu~.. It is. ~urclv. a sou11d 
policy for the co-opc1·atiyc ~ to 
build up a rc-(l'YC fn11d. ;-~Hl 
Ur70 npon the• S(~Cl'0tcn·y for 
neccs3it!' for i~;trocluci!lg th]~ 
operatiYP C'Oill~1ani0~ Act. llc ,,_-ilJ get plc·:i. 
of assi lance. but he v:ill rret it aboveboard 
insteacl of underhand. u 

I '' really qnitt~ surprisrd to hear th0 
1Iinistcr sny that the prov]~.ional council 
wh:ch is being di.-=cu~scd here to-night \YUS 

elected at a confn·c1cc ,. ,lied to!!cthcr b_, 
thP Prer11icr. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLTrRE: The dairv 
section \Yas elected by the Dairy Conference. 

1\lr. J. H. C. BOBER'IS: It is at this 
juncture that I would like to ask the ::\fin
ister why it was that two large co-operative 
bacon facteries did not oven haY<3 .m invita
tion to be pre~ent, when in\-itations wcro 
iRgucd to small co-oncl'atiYc fa(·tories 100 
miles out back. some of which had not been 
working cyen for two ot three months·; The 
hvo lal'gc con1paniPs I refer to are the Downs 
Co-opcratiYe Bacon Factor~· and the Mur
Dl'ric Co-opcratiY0 Bacon FadorY, and l 
venture the opinion that they ar~ the two 
strongest co-opcratiye factorie.'3 in (!ucensland 
to-day. Is it a fair thing, under the, e cir
cumstances. for the r,finister to tell us that 
the council was absolute!.' r0presentative of 
the producers of the State 1 I say that they 
were not-that they we1·c rc1>re3entativc of 
a certain section onlv. I find that the name> 
of the gentlemen on' the Proyisional Council 
are very intere.c::ting_. rnorc particularly ·when 
I rca·d thrct the objects of the Bill include 
tho cncouragcrncnt and tho better nutnufac
ture and rnore economical n1anufacturo of 
our products. It makes me smile when I 
think thJ.t one of them, Mr. ,James Pm·cell, 
who has been on th8 Dowm Co-operative 
Dairy Company for n1any years, ha-3 never 
done much to lead me to belieYc that he has 
any sympathy with the promulgation of the 
ncccs,ity for herd-tmting. I myself, at a 
meeting of the company's suppliers :-ome nine 
or ten years ago, n1oved a n1otion mnpower
ing tlw directors to spend as much money as 
they thoug-ht ad vie able on the encouragement 
of herd-testing. but nothing whatm·rr was 
done in that direction. Yet to-dav we find 
!;hat man on the provisional council. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Ho is " 
good co-operator. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I say hn is not 
a true co-operator. Not one pound of that 
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company's butter is sold through co-operative 
channels to-day. I would just like to point 
out that :Mr. Pm·cell was appointccl on the 
24th .March of this year. On 21•-t February 
of tho same year the same n1an, speaking 
at a meeting of suppliers at Jondowat\ said-

" lVlr. :Martin probably misunderstood 
what was meant bv an advisorv board. 
He took it that bv' the rc,olutioi1 it was 
meant that a committee should be formed, 
·whose duties it \vould be to look after 
the marketiEg side of the product." 

I say that to-day i\Ir. Purcell is prepared to 
throw over that particular body. \Vhat for? 

rrhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTLllE: You must 
haYe a personal grudge again.st hi1n. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: There is no 
pcrsonnJ grudge again .t hju~ S') fal' a::; I am 
eoncPrncrl; but ·when "\VC ~ee the pl'r ,onnel 
of the council, it w._,u].d le·tcl >ne, at any rate 
~I do not kno-.., \Yhat c·ffcct i[ ma~,' haYo on 
the other section of the partv-t J believe 
that men of that stamp are J1ot likely to 
promulgate the ideas so glibly laid down by 
the Secretary for Agriculture. He goes on 
further to say- · 

" So far as snuh a board was con
cerned, what better advisory board did 
they want than the cxcctnive of the 
present Co-opcrati,-e Dairy Companies' 
As~ocia tion? " 

\Vhut can \VC assumc from that? IV e are 
told that on this provisionccl cou>Icil we have 
men >vho were elected by that Dairy Con
ference. I say that thev were not olcctod 
by the dairymen at that ~onfcrence. They 
were elected by tho Prermer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl"RE: I said 
the dairy section were elected by the Dairy 
Conference. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Then I w:wt to 
know where some of the dairv section liaye 
·disappeared to. (Laughter.) Evident!:·, they 
ha Ye got out of the bag and gone, for two 
of the men elected at that conference, as the 
·Minister has repeatedly told us, are not 
there to-day. I want to know why they are 
not there. The Premier put them out and 
elected his own particular council. 

I was verv interested when iistcning to the 
hon. member for Bockhampton speaking 
about the Bm·ton branch. Everybody knows 
why my friend 2\Ir. l\1cAnally was sent out 
to that branch. He had a meeting of some
,,,here in the vicinjt.: of ten representatiYe:3, 
and two or three n1cn-one n t lcast~strongly 
urged Federal control, but the Press at the 
meeting was invited to keep that part of the 
business out of the papers. (Opposition 
laughter.) I venture to hazard the opinion 
that the Burton branch has done better work 
for the farmers than this particular council 
will over do under Government control. In 
1915, when the Go,·ernment were selling chaff 
through their State Pro,duce Agen<.:r at £9 
and £10 and £11 per ton, that branch was 
sdling exactly the same sort of chaff at £6 
5s. and £6 7s. 6d. per ton. All this organisa
tion that has been perfected is to b3 thrown 
to the >vinds in order that there may be a 
ehanee of the nationolisetion of prodvcing 
industries in this State. The further we look 
into it the more we become satisfied that it ;, 
nothing more nor lose than the nationalisdion 
of our industries. 

The PREl\IIER: Do you know what the hon. 
member for M milia said"? 
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11 r .,_ H. C. ROBERTS: I do not care 
wLat the hon. member for Murilla said. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : This 
attack on this Bill will be the end of you. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Thank God, I 
am not here to consider m·.· own interests in 
any shape or form. I am not like the Secre
tary for Agriculture, afr~id to lift mv hands 
or my feet because I nught lose a vote, or 
because I might bring down on my ~~ad 
the displeasure of my leader. (OpposJbon 
laughter.) Ho cannot move hand or f_oot 

unless he goc .. to the Prcmwr, 
[10.30 p.m.] and learns what he has to do 

and how he is to do it. Last 
~cssion I listened with very keen interest 
tn tho Secretary foe .._4._gricu1turc, 'vhcn he 
1 fused to g·ive to the cheese-pool people the 
ri2ht to vote upon that particular measure 
1 ~fore it h"·"ame the law of the land. I sug
rrr ,t, t.hat the Prcn1ier adjourn this 1-Iouse for 
~ fortnight, place the Bill before the pcopk', 
<lnd explain clause by clause \Yhat it moans. 
In the Clwcsc Pool Bill, the Secretary for 
A nTicultnrc was YCr carc'ful to n1ak·2 pro-

that the cheese sup11licrs c~hould have 
he• to :-:1-:· v.·hc-ther that pool dwuld 
Lr~comc la\Y ur :::1~ot. II·, in:>i~tc>d at that t.irnc 
,he~t tbf'l'P should be a in fayonr of the 
Lill of 75 per ccnt. of the suppliers. 

Tho SECHLTARY FOH AGRICt:LTL-:-HE: Is there 
n.uything wrong \Yith that? 

:iir .• T. H. C. HOBERTS: I "m asking the 
:iiini<t.··r to realise cxaeth- what lw did at 
Th~t~" tinl". \Yh -11 ""iYC ,3kr,~l that ihn aflirma~ 
ti·. e yote should be 66~ per cent., the lYiinister 
\Yonlc1 not accept. it: bee ~use, he sajd~ such 
a Yote as th::t \You1d not he a true reflex of 
the fecling·s of th suppliers, and he must 
s' m cl on the 75 per cent. basis. \Yhy should 
not the ~Jini;;tc'r be con~istont? Let him send 
this Bill to the people, g-et a Yoto upon it, and 
then-if they it by a majority of 75 
v•r o:•nt.-lct become law. I sympathlS(' 
Yitb the hon. gentleman, because I fed that 
tlw Bill 'Youlcl go down with a v allop under 
tlwso cGnditions. 

\'\"p have heard a g~Jod ·deal sttid about \Vhat 
the GoY< ~·runent ha Ye clone in r·cgard t.o wheat 
puols, "~hich they clairn to have brought into 
bPing. Ati far as [ rcme1nber, in the yca1· 
Hl16-1917, the then Premier·-thc late l\1r. 
Rcan--in company with :VIr. J. lY1. Hunh~r
th~' 1nan J·ou arc LringinD" out frorn Eng1and
iusistPd absolutely that the farmers on the 
Downs should not have a wheat pool unless 
they had a unanimous vote upon it. That 
vva" au impossible proposition. Tho SPcrc
tary for Agriculture bcc:unc a litt~c rrrorc 
liberDl in his id a'. because he insisi·cd upon 
a majority of only 75 per cent. in fayour of 
the che"se pool. In 1920 we a ked fm a whc 1t 
pool. I claim that it wrcs the Farmers' Union 
aJ,,::1 its organi,.ation that broug'ht und..:.-r 
the notice of the S•'C"etary for Agriculture 
the fact that i was desirable la haY' a wheat 
pool. vVe were ail in it. \V hen one remembers 
ihc unjust propaganda ( 1xricd out in regard 
to the wheat pool it rnakes onn t-:ly that the 
same thing will apply to this Bill. Rocently, 
aR the Prc'n1jcr knov-s. the Govcrnn1ent gaye 
a guarantee of an extra 1:;:. a bushel on 'vheat 
on the Downs. The chairman of the wheat 
pool went back to Toowoomba, and it 
appeared in th · Press that it was owing to 
the sympathetic treatment of the acting-Minis
ter for Agriculture that that amount of 
£150,000 was made available. At that par
ticular period the Queensland wheat po"l hacl 

exported just on 1,000,000 bn,hels of wheat, 
which, on an a\ 'rage, was worth 5s. 4cl. to· 
5s. 5d. f.o.b .. Brisbane. They had all those 
papers which they conld haYc offered as 
security for this advallcP. It 's as not the 
Governn1ent, it "\Yas the farnH'r:;:. through th:._'ir 
management of the wlw :t pool, who did it. 
\\'hen we sec that propaganda being carried 
out, and no cn'dit being ~:iven to ·the nHlnag?
ment of th:• wheat pool, lmt all n,,, cre<ht 
being given to the Gcvernmcnt, it. i~ ti mo t.he 
truth was told and the farmers renli ed that 
thn· ha n' sullicient securitv to have double 
the" £150,000 required to pa·. the extra le. 
per bushel. 

Then we hell' something about the "tabili>'o
tion of prices. I do not know \Yhcther the 
~'Iinish::-r means the stabilisaiicn of price:\ in 
Q:Jccnsland, or whether he prnpoo_·s it shall 
lw so in regard to a Fedc1 al organisntio:~
Quitc rcCt'ntl--:-, r:J a Federal conference Hl 

AdPlaidP, a fnr bc,tt::r and finer schPrnc of 
Ff'deral o:rgnni~ation '\Yas outlined than Cw 
~chernc which is offl'rcd to the farrners of 
QuCL'nsland to-night. It is only through 
1,\,dcl"<.':d organisa~·ion and cnntrol that \YC car1 
C'YC'l' hop,' to .stabi~is(~ the priC'P:'3 of our butter, 
cheesL~, bacon, and whcrLt. 

The SECRETARY FOH AomccLTURE: \Y ere you. 
at that conference in ~'--ckhricle '! 

~Ir. J. II. C. ROBERTS: I wac. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: \\'ere you· 
th" " Robcrts" who sold Queensland over 
the J'\orth-Souih railwa0 ? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Once again the 
~,Iinistcr ~ho s his d(~s1rc for rClludia.tion, 
hccause the J'\orth-South raib av as abso
lutely prov;decl for in the agreement with 
Soufh ~-\nstrnJia \V hen it c ·1n1c into Federa.
t.ion. I know repudiation is nothing to the 
}finister. I .1111 not asharned of having said 

·hot I did. 

In the lmilding up of a Federal organisa
tion the Lum· rs of Queensland would hnse 
far n1orc to g;_·iE t~han a.n~y other farrnere 
throughout th0 length and breadth of Aus
tralia. \YIH're we propose to spend £50,000 
in Qu'""'en land on a purely local organisa
tion. I h Jzc.rcl the opinion thnt £20,000, 
ut.dcr a Federal o1·g .. 1i~atio:n \YOtdd get 
better rc<nlts for the farmers of Quecnsla.nd. 
It mu·t be realised that to-clay ()u"f'JL<!ancl 
is growing son1ething in the vici nit:- of 
4.000.000 busheL of ·.cheat, as a<<:ainst 
35.000.000 to ~0.000,000 bushel<" in New South 
'Vales, and lnrsc quantities in -v·ictoria ~nd 
South Am>rctlia. vVe have to apprcc1ate 
i h" fact that, in spite of our h>tving a 
\YlH .1 t .Bo=tr.d in Quef _tsland, ""iYe have been 
unable to preYcnt wheat coming in from 
:\' ew South Wales. \Ye .. , ·ere told repeatedly 
1a~t YPar thnt there was wheat coming in 
from· S'oath Amtralia and Victoria. How 
doe .. the :'.linistcr propose to prevent that 
m-t of thing with a purely local organisa
tion? He ::oyer will be able to stop it. The 
ccst.. so far n.s Quct'l:..,.land is concerned, with 
" Federal echemo for selling our wheat, 
,, ould prolniJl,V be anything- from £2,000. to 
£3.000, as ag-ainst the ennrmous sum \YhJCh 
i, going to bo put on to u~ wher:- yo~1 co~e 
to distribute on· wheat under th1s BJ!l. \\ o 
ali know that butter has bPen coming from 
!\ ""' Sonth "'ale to Queemla.nd and under
selling the ('uecnslancl butter. How is a 
State echeme bomg to prm·cnt that? 

'I'ho SECRST\RY FOR .AGRTCCLTURE: will 
t-01l ou. There is a Labour Government in 
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Queensland, and after the next 
elections there will be a Labour 
ment in the Federal Parliament. 
tion laug.bter.) 

Federal 
Govern
(Upposi-

~Ir. J. H. C. HOBERTS: The hon. gentle
man is as uvtimistic about the next Federal 
elections n s he is a bout this Bill. Queens· 
land last you produced over 50,000,00Q lb. 
of butter, Kew South ·wales produced 
s·/,000,000 lb., and Victoria produced 
82.000,000 lb. \\' c are told that we have 
nothing to fen.r with a State organisation. 
Arc we going tD continue to allo\Y thc.:~o 
three Sta.tos to ir:dulge in open competition? 
l\1anv of ns know what ·effect the little 
comt1etition that takes place on our local 
market has on the price of butter now. I 
again ask the ~linistc1: to consider t.ho ad~ 
visablcncc.·; of allowing this Bill to be placed 
before the r"eople most vitally concerned. 
\Vc all know that a Federal organisation 
will be able to give us better advice, and 
tell us what we ought to know and do: 
whether there is a bad season in one part 
of New South vVales or a good season in 
another, so that we shall be able to prevent 
the glut that take" place day after day and 
month after month in big centre, of popula. 
tion. Can that be done under this Bill? 
Will a purely local organisation like the one 
su'<gosh'cl be able to give us that knowledge 
that will enable us to send our butter, cheese, 
and other products to places where we shall 
be able to get the b<:>.,t price? I sincerely 
hope tbat there will be some alteration in 
the Bill before it becomes the la1Y of the 
land. 

So far :1s wheat pooling is concerned, 
Queensland should recognise that there is 
about to c~omc into being a Federal or[rani~a
tion. \Vhile I was down in Melbourne, 
Adelaide, and other centres I found a very 
strong disposition not to h:we an: thing to 
do 1vith any organisotion that ic subject to 
a great amo1Jnt of Govcrnrnont control. Mr. 
Basil Mnn·ay, of \Yestern Australia. and 
other gcntl«,non dov n tlwro have built up 
n, largo t.''l-opcrativc f(·deration, and have 
brought i:1to bcjng an organisation jn 
\Yestern A usualia. Victoria. a.nd ~-e ,,. South 
\Vales which will enable them to handle 
their produce far more offectiveh· under the 
voluntary pvol system than undce,· Govern· 
ment cnntrol. rro-da_,~ there is fL big pros
pect of a Federal \Vhcat Pool coming into 
existence. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOl:LTcRE: \Yhcre 
did you get that information? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I got it, and 
I will show it to the hon. gentleman at any 
time. We have in England at the present 
time three of the leadir•g members of the 
co-operative D10Y('D1~' ~t in \nstrnlja, Th-~~, 
are Mr. A. J. Trethowan, Mr. Ihbott, and 
lYlr. J\Ioar .. -. The>e nw;1 are known fro H 

one end of Australia to the other. Thev arc 
n1 England at the prcseut titne finaiisinf 

for the spJlinr; of the> l'oo] 
fro,l \Vesterr! Amtralia. South Aus

tralia, Victoria, and Xcw South \Vales ]le>' 

n!odiun1 of a co-oprrative co111p1.ny. \V e 
;:;1:ould be doing thillg'' in the sau1c waY. 
I bc·li ;n' a Fed<>ral D .irv !'ool will be 
cr0atecl \Yjthin a fc\V 1nonths·. I do not know 
what will Le the ]Josit.ion yJwn thi Dill 
h comes law and \YC ha c to ho co~nnn1sorih, 
organised and bc,.:on1e rnc1nbcrs of ar~ or•ran:L 
8ation that is only StaJc-wide. I a~kb tlw 
S'.'Crf'tar · for .._~gricnJturc ,~:hpth£'r--i n th 
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PYent of members dee.iring to Jom the 
I,.,cdc•ral orga11iscttion, and ,o,-o are asked at 
that period to fref~ om· organisation of poli
tjcal control and that tho SP<'retar\· for 
Agriculture <hnnld not ha Ye an.dhing 'at all 
to do with the crg:.tnisat~nn--the ho'1. gentlc
IYlan ·vvill :.;tand in our ,, ay nnd ~<ty. " Go on 
as best ;-.you cnn. \Ye will fight this particular 
or~.?;"anisuti-o~!." There are n1anv rca~ons whv 
n Federal organisation is prCfcrable to 3. 
State organisatio.1. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhere 
,,-ouJd you 1nake a start·~ 

M. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We ha Ye already 
made a start. I yenture to sav that there 
j:, no n1an in Quef'noland to-day \~·ho posseS3CS 
the sarut capabil it.ies as l\1r. Basil :\Iurrt~ y 
of \Ve'~ern Australia. 'rhere is not a n1an in 
Quf>Pnsland to-day posscs,ing the capabilities 
of :\fr. Ibbott of Melbourrw. The farmers 
oF \Vesteru Australia haYe built Ul1 a,n orga
nisation which is a power in the land. 

:Y1r. FERR1CKS: You want a daoh of Queens-
Lnd on your brains. . 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do not want 
a d'lsh of the hon. m< mbr!r on mv brains. 
I bclicYf' that the farn1ers in Q~consland 
could build up the caue organisation that 
the'~~; h:.tye in \Y' (stern Ausi1·alia if thov on!v 
desired. ' V V 

1\lr. I•>R~ICKS: That is the first thing you 
have sard m favour of Queensland. 

l\1r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: What has been 
douc in \Vestern Andralia can he done in 
Queensland if an opportunity is given, and 
tlw farmers are allowed to do it themselves. 

)Jr. FERRICKS: Thev would not do it if 
they l1acl many like y~u. 

Mr. J. II. C. ROI3ERTS: The Premier 
at tlw Dairv Cod,,rc,ce said that thcv 
,. goi1':.," t<) absorb all the c·xi::-ti~~g organi-
R<l. If hL1 i", hr- j~ goi·1~r to lcaxc the 
1Jf1l1t<ll'Y produrPI'S of ·tl1u S~ 1tr:..' lik--· a ship 
\1 ithout a rudder in a hcavv s~a. Ho will 
le;no them to the JlLCrcy o.f aJFbodv who 
ljkt, to corEe along. So far ClS I <tl11 pPr
sonall~· concerned, if I can help it, the 
Farmers' Union on the• Do1vns i" not going to 
b ·, absorbed b:· anybod~·. It is going to con
tinue to Ctl rrv on its work. \Y c \vil] come 
into the sche;11e when we lmmY we will get 
a fair deal out of it. 

The PREl\liER: I-Iov· are vou on this Bill? 
Are you for it or ag-ainst it? . 

Mr. J. H. C. HOBERTS: I want to be 
satisfied that the Bill has got tho scope that 
we expect and ](Jok for. \\'hen the amend
ments we want arc put in, possibly the Bill 
mav be verv differeat to the Bill V\e have 
b<>forP us to--night, and I look forward to the 
arnondrnents b8j ng made in such a v; ay as to 
make the measure of some use, and a Bill 
under which we may all come together and 
organise for our good. At the prr ,cnt time 
my opinion is that the Bill is a direct attempt 
to nationalise the pro-ducing interest, of this 
State, and I do not stand for the no.tionalisa
tion of the producing intercots. 

Mr. BULCOCK (lJarcoo): I beg to move
" That the debate be now adjourned." 

Que,tion put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

Th0 House adjourned at 10.52 p.m. 




