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The Speaxir (Hon. W. Bertram.

: 3Marce),
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS

REORGANISATION OF STATE FISHERY
DepsrrMENT.

Mr. KERR (#noggera), in the absence

of Mr. Petric (7oombul), asked the Minister

.in Charge of State Enterprises—

“In order to place the State Fishery
Departinent on a n.ore satisfactory basis,
so as to ensure all classe: of the com-
munity gotting fish at a reasonable rate,
also to give the Government a return
on the snoney invested. will he consult
with the Trade Commissioner with a
view of reorganising this industr by
giving him the ncesssary power to dis-
pose of the buildings, machinery, trawler,
nets, &e., that are not 1oquncd, and
adopting some  better  and  cheaper
method of handling and disposing of
fish than that now in vogue, at the same
time ensuring to the fishermen of Queens-
land a fair return for their fish v

Hox, W. FORGAN SMITH (Machay)
replied— '

“ Before the expiry of the asreement
with the Fishermen’s Co-operative Com-
pany in September, the matters raised in
this question will be fully considered.
T will be very ])loaeod to reccive any
suggestions fhat the hon, member may
have to make in regard thereto.” )

CONTINTUATION OF STATE (GUARANTEE TO
COTTON-GROWYRS.
Mr. CORBER  (Purictt)

Premier—

the

asled

“ 1. In view of the arrangement made
between  the ngent General (on behalf
of the State) and the British Cotton

[3r. Vowles.

tluesiions, [ASSE

MBLY.]

Questions.

o

Growers” Association,
ciation guarantees :L minimum price of
ls. 6d. per 1b. {sea freigl and insurance
payvable by the as:ociation) for cotton
lint of good quality, for five yeurs from
Ist January, 1920, will he oxtend the
State’s guarantee to growers of 5Sid.
per Tb. for sced cotton, which is made
?

whereby that asso-

possible by the above arrangemer

‘2. As the present State’s guavantee
of d. per lb, fovr seed cotton, which
terminates on 30th Junc, 1923, is to no

small extent responsible for the inercased
acreage Jevoted to cotton-growing in
ucensland. and as an e\tonswx of such
guarantes, by safeguarding fho intarests
of the orowers, would result in an cxtra-
ordinary increase in cotton cultivation in
this State, will he, at the earvlicst pos-
sible ol)px,l('lmifv, give to the growers an
assurance that an (‘\fonﬂml ()f the pre-
sent State guarantee for a further period
will be made®”

The PREMIER (Ifon. k.
Chillugor), replied—

“1. The Quecnsland  Government’s
puarantee of BLd. per b, was made
Lefore, and is quite independent of, the
agrecment with Th(\ British Cotton Grow-
ing Association, swhose rigk was Hmited
to £10.000. which Iimit has already been
reached.

2. The future poliey of the Govern-
ment respecting the cotfon-growing in-
dustry will be made known at the proper
time.”

G. Theodove,

BrATE BORROWING AND 1.0aN JUXPENDITURE
Sixce 1st Juoy, 1916,
Mr. SWAYNE (Miani) asked the Trea-
surer

1. What is the total amount horrowed
by the State on Joan account since lst
July, 19157

2. Apart from

railway construction
and the erection of

buildings fm' school

and other public purposes, ho“ has this
money been expended ? Will ke wr\")]\
information as to the various QS

excepting these alveady DlOl’h]OnLl v

The TREASURER (fToun B, G. Theodore}
replied—-

1 and 2. The information is contained
in the Treasurer’s auny statrment of
the public accounts. This statement is
enhodied sn the annual report of the
Suditar-General, ard iz, therefore, avail-

able to the hon, member.”
Mrxoana MiNes Liuizep axp Comrax Acr.
Mr. KERR (Fuaoggora) asked the Attorney-

(i())lc\ra7~——

Trrespective of the fact that he has
stafml if a company has failed in cortain
particnlars to comnly with the Companics

E cich Acts nroviding a remedy inde-
|mnd ntly  of Government intervention.
will he furnish 2 comnplete list of share-
holders, past and present, of the late
Mungana \Imcs Limited to date of Go-
vernment ,mn”mso scoing that sueh a list
is unohtainable in accordance with the
Jaws of the State?

“2. From what fund was the £40,00C
purchase price paid or proposed to be
paid?




Questions. {12 Jeny.j Standing Orders Conminiltee. 173

“3 Ilas he investigated the fact—if South Brisbane Fire Brigade Station
it is a fact—that, in accordance with mf()rvm‘lg them that there was a man in
such Companics Acts, a dereliction of the burning house, hut it Is stated that
duty would occur if such shareholders’ tlo; refused to come out?
list is unobtainable in the usual way? “Z. Will he give the official reasons

4. If he has investigated, what 13 the for \11(11 pulpm’red refusal, and the actua
result 7 If not, will he do so?” position in regard to fire brigade service

nr : in the Stephens Shirve area®”
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. ) X .
Mullan, Flinders) replied— The FOMTE SECRETARY replied—

‘1. If the hon. member reads the Com- 1, 2, and 3. Acting under the autho-
pauvies Acts he will find that the Govern- vitv given him under the Ilire Brigades
ment as such has no particular authority Acts, the chief officer of the Mg’n'op(ihlan
to compel a list of sharcholders to be i‘ire Brigade instructed 13 Station (boqth
furnished. The Acts invest every person drishatie) not to turn out to the five
in the community with the same authori- reported at Moorooka, which was 23_1111105
tics in this regard. There is nothing to distant from the boundary of the district
prevent the hon. member from exercising of the Motropolitan Fire Brigade Board.
ihese authoritics. The chief officer has power to take the

* 2, This question should be addressed metropolitan fire serviee, under certain
to the Fon. the Minister for Mines. statutory conditions, outside the arca.

“ % and 4. The hon. member will find ’{,h"‘.ll iative for the | ‘ro\monLof a ]oc,lx{
the answers to thewe questions in the M‘l‘\’l(“\,‘,‘]’.\' generally taken by the peopl:
-y . Y themselves, through their local authorisy.
Companies Acts, ’

but the pm\'i:iion ie, like all services,
governed Dby considerations of practics
DISCHARGED STATE (HILDREN. N bility aud cost.”
e, T. RO ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba)
zsked the Heme Scerotary—-
1. What number of children («) under My
ten years of age, (4) over ten and under
fourtern, have been discharged as State

Hayinroxy CoLD ST0RES,

A MAXWELL  (Toowong) asked the
Mnister in Charge of State Interprises—

children’ during the half-vear ended 3lst 1s L'nlz'il}Zriw(no]ddo‘%tkn'c}"m ,V-%n{:?]}i%ta . tfl;f
Decentber, 1922, and the half-year ended o'(nunfmon Fdostores wll be Teady
30th June, 19227 e
“92 What was the savine to the 2. What has been the cost of 1&1]\\av
depuftmeut?” TR : ;i;h(rl‘:t.k\L‘/»El‘llmngs. wharves, and machinery
'\,!r{‘}‘m\ H()'Bﬂfl "SE({}?E'TT»\R\" (ITon. W. JTox. W. FORGAN SMITI replicd—
McCormack, Cuirns) replied—

© 1. () Portion will be ready for occun-
pation December, 1922; (H) the wholey
twelve months later,

1. Children under fourteen years are
rot discharged except in cases where it is
found that they are not cntitled to State

aid 2 (1) Cost of railway +iding to 30th
N e ! ) June, £14.975; () cost of buildings,
2. There is no_saving to the depart- including corkboard, £73,160; (¢} cost of
ment, as the vote is for children who are wharves, £31.110; (d) cost of machinery
entitled to State aid.” S, . ; ) $ 4 ¥,

£23,253; total, £142,498.”

;\“.ncmmx Dortan VLOANS. AMOUNT PAID FOR IMPORTED Fuuiy PrLe.
SEPHINSTONIE (Orlay) asked the Muv. FRY (Kurilpa), in the absence of Mr,
Sizer (V 'l'l(]’l/l) asked the Minicter in Charge
o \\1 I he furnish the House with par-  of St (m nterprises—

tienlars as to—(u) The amount realised
in pownd sterling on the two loans floated fruit pu]p ]!HDOIt ed fromn the Southern
by his (foverament in New York? (b)) States duving the ponod 1st July, 1921
The Jatesy available market price of the to Z0th Jun:‘_ 1922, such cash be cing at
foans? (¢) The amounts. if any, that market prices ruling at the time?
have been repurchased in accordance with - )

“ What amount of cash was paid for

the Sinking Fund conditions 77 Hox. W, FORGAN SMITII replied—
The TREASURER replied— No cash was paid; payments w

made by cheque. Detalls of our activities
will be given in the reports of the
Auditor-General  and Trade Commis-
sioner.”

“{u) £5133.387; (H) first loan—108%
buyer, 1027 seller: second loan—101 buyer,

1014 seller; (e) nil.”

. S
NON-ATIENDANCE 0F  SOUTH DRISBANE IR . PAPER.
Buargape a7 Fire AT MOOROOKA. I'he following paper was laid on the table,

and ordered o printed : —
Mr. FELPHINSTONE (0ulcy) asked thy 0 grotred to boprinteds
Home Secre ' olice Tuvestment Boarc

. . for the vear ended 3lst December
‘“1. Is he aware that on Friday, Tth 1;921 v ® ’
July, at about 11.45 p.m., a fire broke

out in a pri\afo residente close to the

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
Ipswich road at Mooroolka, unfortunately

resulting in the complete destruction of APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
the house and contents aud loss of the The PREMIER : I beg to move—
cceupier’s life? * That the Standing Orders Commit-
‘2. That the station-mistress communi- tee for the present session consist of the
p

cated thres times by telephone with the following members: —Myr. Speaker, Mr.
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King, Mr. Vowles, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Gilday, Mr. Ferricks, and the mover,

satd Committes lhave leave
ny adjeurnment of the

and that the
to sit during
House.”

Question put and passed.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
ArpoINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
The PREMIER : I beg to move—

“ That a Seleet Committee be appointed
to ist Mr. Speaker in all matters
wvhich relate to the printing to be executed
bv order of the House; and for the
purpose of selecting and arvanging for
pri.ting returns and papers presented in
pursuatice of motions made by members.
That such Corumittec consist of the fol-
lowimg  members :—Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.
Kirwan, Mr. Barber, Mr. Gledson, Me.
TR k’{uborts, My, Breanan, and Mr.
Sva .

G uestion

ut and passed.

REFRESHMENT ROOMS,

AXND PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS

COMMITTEEN.
APiLCINTMENT OF MEMBERS.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“Thet the Library, Refreshment
Room and  Parliameatary Buildings
Com for (he present sessi be
constituted  as  follow :—Library: Mr.
Sne

peak Mr. Bunstan, Mr. Ephisstone,

y . - :

My, Colidvs, My, Macgregor, Mr. Pease,

sir. Greenme Refreshment Rooms:
AN RS

Bpeaker, . Kirwan, My, Ryan,
Wilion, Mp. Cor Mr. 2laxwell,
¢ Mr. iing. Parliamentary Build-
ing:: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Payne, Mr.
Stopford, hr. Kerr, Mr. Petrie, Mr.

Morgan, and the mover.”

Quc-tion put and passed.

DBRISDANE TRAMWAY TRUST BILL.
Ixtristioy 18 COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kireun, Brishane, in the chair.)
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon, W.
McCormack, C'airas), in moving—

t!

I

it iz desirable
introduced to provide for
constriction, management,
of tram

) and working
ways i Brisbane 7—

seicls At this stage T will be as brief as pos-
ible in giving the Committee a general out-
live of the #ili. 1 think it is bardly fajr to
¢ e to go further than thst, because I
iztend to deal at great length with the matter
ou the sccond reading. There are lcts of
thing ¢h hon. members are nst acqurintad
with 11 conne a with the pronesal to take
over and rigr the trarss by a trust, so I hope
a brief outline of the Bl

they will accept

at this stoce. It is proposed to constitute
a tru-t repress-ting the loewsl authorities in
i « known a3 the tramway area of

The trust will consist of six mem-

be the leeal authorit and

autborities will be divided into
for the purposes of TR -

tricts will comprise Brishanc,

T
i

[Hon, feCormack.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill,

South Brisbane, and adjoining
and the balance of the councils which
are in the tramway area. Iach of those
three districts will have two representatives
clected by the local authorities. The remain-
ing two representatives will be elacted Ly the
CGovernor in Council, and one of these two
will be the chairman of the trust. The Go-
vernment representation will last until the
trust is clear of the guaranteo given by the
CGovernment for the money to be paid for the
purchase of the tramways. The method of
seleeting the representatives is laid down i
he Bill. The members of the different Jocal
authorities concerned will meet together and

counci

ther, and not the pecople themseclves, will
elect the representatives by ballot,  The

second portion of tha Bill deals with the
acquisition of the tramway system as it
stands., I do not propose to go into this
matter now, because 1t is a wmatter that
requires a great deal of explanation. The
tramways will be paid for either in cash or
on terms. The decision as to the amount of
compensation to be paid will be o matter for
the tribunal. The tribunal will be that which
was arranged for in the original Tramways
Act. There is to be no departure from the
original Act =o far as any rights of the
company are concorned. Under this Bill the
compensation will be based on the rights or
powers which the company have 1n the
original Act. The Act of 1820 is repealed.
The Supreme Court will be the authority to
deeide whether the Land Court or some
other tribunal is the proper authority to deal
with the question of compensation. A “ink-
ing Fund will be cstablished over a number
of vears to topay money horrowed by the
trust, The trust will have pewer to appoint
a general manager, to whom we are giving
areat powers. e will have nothing what-
rver to do with the policy of the trrst, but
will have full control of the administrative
«ide of the undertaking. with conplete power
over the running of the tramways and the
employens, including their engagement and
divmis )

M. Kerr: Who will decide the question of
extensions !

The HOME SHCRETARY: Thai i: a
matter which I will deal with on tho second
resding. It will be much betfer for me then
o deal with the question fully and frankly
from every point of view. The cuployes
will have the right of appeal against the
decision of the msnager to a board consti-
tfuted on exactly the same lincs as the ] -
way Appeat Beard. The rest of the 3itl ¢
rorlly wirh roachinery matiors—a mass
detail seiting out. of course, the projer powers
and authorities of the trust. The government
of their internal affairs is sct

4 out fully =0
that the trust will not be seeking information
from oth-r bodics as to exactly where theiv
powers lie. It is provided, among other
things. how th shall keep their aesounts
and prepare their balance-sheets. In fact,

vehing that could possibly be thought of
has been embodi~d in the Bill to make if
really a churier for the control of this impor-
tant public utility. Provision is made for the
borrowing of money on debentures is the
crse wilh the City Council, for $he purpose
of making extensions.

ovor

1

Iso provided for setting up an
ard almost immediately to fr

a weneral seheme for extensions. Th

will tske into consideration the
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apportunities for building, and town planning
generally, so that wo shall have a gencral
scheme laid out for the trust—not exactly a
scheme for them to follow, but a general out-
line so that we shall have some Lontmultv of
policy, in order that, for instance. we shall
not have tramways ruuning beside railway
lines, and we shall have some idea as to the
divection in which extensions arc going to be
built. T think that is a gcod idea, and it
is following out fhc scheme of town plduumq
Thers is a good deal of detail in the Biil
but at this stags T do not propose to deal wiz h
it, nor do I intend to argue any of the gues-
rions involved in the measure,

Mr. Kixe: Is the I3l the same as the con-
iidential Bill that was circulated ?

The TICME SECRETARY: Not
1 here are =onie material alterations,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsoi):
1+ the most important matter

quite.

I suppose this
that has come

before the Chamber for some time. There
may be some very admirable fraturss in the
Bill, bur cue of the fivst ovsentials in discussing

the mutter is whether it is likely to be a
firanecial success or not. Before we cousent
to the desivability of introducing a Bill to
]nowde for the d(’qul:lﬂoﬂ, cun\huhnon ote.,
of the tramways, the matter should Lave the
very serious (dl‘\ld(‘l‘d!’lon of every incmber.
Hnb should not, in any shape or form, be a
party measure. There should not be anything
in the Bill which will have a tendency to
caddle the people of the metropolitan area
with the burdensome charge of carrying on
what may prove to bhe a lozing proposition.

Tue TIoMe BecrETsRY @ Wait until vou hear
me relate the history of the present company,
and the money they have made.

Mr. TAYLOR : No doubt, the present cont-
pany have done remarkably well for quite a
number of years.

The HoME SECRETARY :

Better than that.

Mr. TAYLOR : I cousider that the present
Government have done remarkably badly so
far as the tramways are concerned. It is
nearly two sears since they stated they were
going to acquire the trams. They have prac-
rically prevented their extension into quite
a nuwinber of areas by the ineptitude they
have shown in 01““11115 with the matter. The
consequence is that the trams two vears ago
were a  better proposition than they are
to-diy. It would be interesting to know
whether it is the Intention of the Government
£ compel the local authoritics to take over
the trams whether they desire to do so orv
not.. We know that very great advances
have been made in other modes of traction

during recent years, and there is quite a
diversity of opinion as to what is going to
bo the best method of trans portm pcop]e

in the various cities and towns in t‘xn future,
l‘mm what we know of the Bill at present,
it is not one which, I consider, should com-
mend itself to this Chamber.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): T want to lodge a
protest sgainst the Bill having been 1nadk‘
available to the public before members of
this House saw it. I koow that certain indi-
viduals have had the Bill for the purpos=
of inspecting it. and were able to tell me
what 1s ('ontamed in it, T think that, as
leader of the Opposition, T should be onec of
the first persons to get a copy of it.

OprosITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

[12 Jory.]

Bil. 1

-1

[
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Mr. VOWLES: From a country point of
view, T look at it in this way—that a farge
sum of money will be required to a,oquuc
this undertaking.

The Home SECRETARY: Why not wait and
aigue the question on the second reading?

Mr. VOWLES: It is not desirable that
it should be done at all. There are many
other dire octions in which that money could
be utilised iu developing the State.

OpposiTron MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., VOWLES: You do not hear many
umplmms from the public regarding thoe
preseut conditions. A certain amount of
moncy has to be found which could be nsed
i other divections, and which would give
employment in the creation of new works
instead of being applied to the carrying on
of something which we already have.

The Homr Segerrrary: Do you ever ride
on the trams? tlave you any Con(‘(‘pfmn of
what the people have to put up with?

Mr, VOWLES: Through the lu&ot'ou of
the Government, the company were left in the
position that thoy could not make extensions;
noy were they prepared to put fresh capital
into the plant because the position was so
indefinite. This Government have held off
for two years. The question erops up ocea-
sionally at election time.

_The Home SEcrETARY: Tt is one year; 20th
Beptember last year was the date when we
could have talken them over.

Mr., VOWLES: The company would have
carried out extensions.

The HoME SECRETARY :

M. VOWLES

They would not.

) The Government are ask-
g the local authorities to take over a
‘pig in a poke ”—an unknown liability.
Surely, before this trust is created, it should
b determisied what is the amount of liabili-
tes the trust will have to undertake.

The Homz SecritARY : How can they deter-
mine that?

Mr. VOWLES: The value of the goodwill
and of the plant could very easily have been
determined by this time if the Governinent
had gone the right way about it. The
ratepayers in the various areas, apparenily,
are not geing to be asked for their consent
to this transaction. One of the underlving
pripeiples of the Local Authorities Act is
that, where money is to be borrowed, the
1)(‘0‘)10 who hmo to carry the burden-—is
there is gmx to be a loss—have the right
to say *yea’ or “mav.” I understand that
that democratic principle is going to be
departed from in this case, and that this
undertaking is going to be thrust upon them
whether fhev like it or not. That being so,
T think it is desirable that we should not
consent to the Bill, and I objest to it for
the reasons T have alreud" enunciated.

My, KING {(Logan): 1 believe in local
government being controlled by local
authorities, bu$, as the chairman of one of
the local authorities vitally concerned, I
must enter my protest against the Bill. T
think that is the feeling of every local autho-
rity affected by the Bill,

The Homz SecRETARY : Thet was not the
opinion of the combined local authorities.

Mr. KING: I do not thmk that  the
Home Secrotary has the combined opinior
of the local authorities.

The HOVIF SecreETARY : I had on the nigh
of the conference.

Mr. Kina ™
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Mr. KING : 'The hon. geutleman admitted
that the Bill has been materially altered
from the confidential Bill which was con-
sidered by the local authorities.

- The HoMe SroreTarY: Maferially altered
in connection with matters that the local
authoritics have no concern with.

Mr. KING: The local authorities are
very materially concerned with the whole
of the Bill. As the lcader of the Opposition
stated, the local authorities arc asked to
buy a pig in a poke.

The Home SECRETARY: Why did a previous
Government, of which you were a follower,
make provision for a local authority to
talke over the tramways?

Mr. KING: That is the ery that comes
every fime from the present (Government.
They b‘amo the present members of the
‘Opposition for all the sins of previous Go-
vernments. I ask the hon. gentleman to
acquit me of any dereliction of duty on the
part  of p.;vt Governments,  The local
authorities do not know the price they will
have to pay. They do not know the value
of the assets of the Tramways Company, and
possibly there will be an expensive law suit
carried to the DPrivy Council at the end of
the whole matter. 1 asked that the report
of the valuators appointed by the Govern-
ment to value the assets of the Tramways
Csmpany sheuld be laid on the table of this
House, and 1 was told that for obvious
reasots this could not be dome. Then T
aaked if the report would be available to
hon. members, and the Home Secretary
referred me to his reply to the previous
cquestion,

The Howme ‘me TARY : You would be the
first to cry out if we allowed papers deal-
ing with private transactions to be placed on
the iable of the House.

My, KING:

Where a party is being f()lCL(l
into a bargain, that party at least expeets
to be told what it will have to pay in
conmection with that bargain.

The Home SeCReTARY : Is it not the
fanction of the court to decide?

Mr. KING: Of course it is. Why should
the < local authorities be forced into this
husiness when they do not know the liability
that they will have to face?

The Home SECRETARY : Bvery Government
from 1882 onwards has dealt with the tram-
ways as purely o local authority matter.

Mr. KING: If the Government are going
to foist a large undertaking on to the local
authorities, the least they can do is to ask
the loeal authorities if they are willing to
sanction 1t In 1920 the Government pmsod

a Bill compulsorily to acquive

[4 p.m.] the Brisbane Tramways. Since
then they have had a valuation

made of the assets of the company, and
there is only one coneclusion to come to. It
is mot the proposition the Government
thought it was, and, to save themselves,
they are going to bump it on to the local
authoritics. The Government will not tell
us anything about it; but, when ther took
up the position that thoy were going com-
pulcarllv to aecquire the trams, they said,

* Before we do ﬂnt we will pro\ide in the
Bill for an inspection and full irquiry into
the assets, ro tha“ we shall know what we
shall” have to pay.”  What they demanded
for themselves in the Act of 1920

[ HKmng.

proper

[ASSEMBLY.]

will probably

they

Brisbane Tramiexy Trust Biil.

refuse now to the local authorities. In 1920
the present Home Sccretary, as mpmted on
page 3338 of * Hansard. vol. exxxiv,
n.owed an amoendment, reading—

“For the purpose of ascertaining the
cost of construction, maintenance, or
repair, or the value of the said tramway,
or any part thereof, and for that purpose
may enter into or upon any office or
nremises of the company, and the com-
pany shall provide all reasonable facili-
ties for such entry and inspecrion, and
they and cvery officer of the company
shall furnish to any such person so
appointed all such information in their
power as may be reasonably required of
them; any person who acts in contraven-
tion of this section shall be liable to a
penalty  not  exceeding once  hundred
pounds and to a daily penalty not exceed-
ing ten pounds.”’

The Howes Secrerary: And you want me
to put their valuation on the table of the
House?

Mr. KING: You took the right to find
out what the value of the property was
bhefore the Co\'emment took it over, but you

will not concede that right to the local autho-

ritics.  All we ask is for the report of the
confercnce, aud the hoa. gentleman will not
give us thal information. The people will

have to find a very large amount before they
can take over these asscts, and the business
be rvun at a less.  The net
income of the Brisbane Tramways Company
last vear was probably £160,000. If you
capitalise that at 8 per cent., it comes to
about £2,000,000. We shall have to pay
£2.000,000 at least, and probably £3.000,000,
bhefore we all be able to take ovcr the
trams.

The Home SEc

Mr. KING: I ventare to say that not a
single member on the Government side of
the ITouse knows where this is going to end.

The Howmie SecrerTary: That is the good-
will basis you are quoting. That 1: not the
actual value.

Mre., WING:

RETARY : Oh!

I am taking the capitalised

value on the nrt veturn for the year, which
is a fair thing.
The Home Secrrrary: That iz the good-

will value

Mr. KING: I say advisedly that T do not
think the tramways will be run with az grcat
success as they have been run by th~ Tram-
ways Company. Our experience of the past
has been that such things are not run so
successfully by boards or trusts as by private
enterprizses.  That means that there will prob-
ably be a heavy loss on the year’s trausac-
tions, Who is going to make up that loss?
Will the Goverament come to our assis
and make up the deficiency? DNo.
ing the trust attempt to increase the fares,

is it not likely that the Commissioner of
Prices will refuss to allow the farcs to be

increased.

The HoxMsg SECRETARY :

Mr., KING: Yon have come to a different
conclusion now. Of course cirecumstances
slter cases. If the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner decs intevvene, and he says, ** You are
not going tc raise fares,” what is going to
be the result?

The Premiir: Had you
till you see the Bill?

No, he will not.

not better wait
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Mr, KING: It scems to me that there is
woing to be a loss, which will have to be
made up by precepts, and that is going to
fall on the local authorities; it Is not going
to be made up by the clectors, but by the
unfortunate ratepayers.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): Viewing the
introduction of this measure from the broad
point of view of a citizen of the State—not
us the representative of a country district—I
say that it secms a shame that at a time
like this, when so many industries and so
wany institutions established by the present
Government are starving for the wang of

funds, the Government should come along
with a proposal to acquire the Brisbane

trams, which at presen! are being run suc-

hich generally are arceptable
g ¥oar p
satisfactory to the comnmunity that use

The HOME SECRETARY :
Mr. CORSER: Yes,

Ave they?

gencrally speaking,

and more so than the Sydney trams, which
are run by the Government of that State.
The Brisbane Tramways Company, during

the last few years, have not inercased their
fares, but we Lnow that the State-run trams
in New Scuth Wales have not only increase
their fares but have run their service at a
loss.  The Minister rvaised the point that
the Tramways Company have made huge
profits. It is to their eredit if such an insti-
tution haz been able to make profits during
the term of the present Government. If
they are making these great profits, they
are the ¢ne and only institution in the Btate
that iz waking a profit; and that iz probably
onze of the reasons why the Government wang
to jump on them now and acquire the tram-
ways. It is the policy and desire of the
Country party to make it poss-ible right
throughout the State of Queensland for com-
panies to make money under sound regula-
tion and control.

The Hoxz Srcrerary: Do you want the
companics that handle your farmers’ products
to make profits ?

Lir. CORSBER: The wish of the Homo
Se ary, no doubt, would be so; but we
arce out to proteet the users of the Brisbane
tramways., We want to see proprictary con-
cerns and utilities similar to the Brivhanc
framweys prosperous and aHo»,eJ to control
! 1 affaivs. The tramways are a great

their ow
cenvenience to the people in the m (“".'()T)O]itllll
arca, and we have had established very
recently by this Government a \Llin Roads
Board to pmwdc roads $0 enable the country
people to get their produce to mariet.

The CHAIREIAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing the guestion
of the Main Road< Board. The scope of
the motion 1s very limited, and 1 would

: the hon. member to keep to it.

Mr. CORSER: The money that will be
required to acquire the trams could be
nzed for the benefit of the country by such
institutions as the Main Roads Board. They
are starving for the want of funds.

The HoME SECrETARY: That is not true.

Mr. CORSER: It is true. The Govern-
ment are always preparced to find money to
acquire something that is successful; but
when we see an industry down and practi-
cally out, they are not so willing to come
forward with their funds and say to that
mdustr “ Here are funds to see you
through. But they have funds when they

1922—N
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want to acquire semething that is carrying
on successfully.

The Howe Secrerarvy: Will you stop if 1
say that the Croxornmont are not going %o
find tho money ?

Mr. CORSER: No; the taxpayers will
have to find it.

The Homt Secrorary: They will not.

Mr. CORSBER: Debenture= will have to
Le found, and whatever money is found,

tterest will have to be paid ou 1. It is a
shante, with our railways in the state they
arc at present, that the Government should
come forward with a proposal to acquire the
Brisbane tramways anrd place them in the
same position as the railways.

Mr. KERR (Fnroggira): For a couple of
vears I have been endeavouring to get travel-
Im:{ facilities for some 6,000 or 74()00 pesple
living in the methopolitan area, being in my
clectorate. I am going to record my com-
plaint against the attitude of the Govern-
ment in  proposing to place this heavy
taxation on vhe local authorities by the mothod
which they are adopting, because it means
that sny deficits under the proposed tramway
trust will have to be met by property owners
who are ratepayers. It is getting back
again to the pr]ncxple\ of onc class in the
(ommumty boaring  all the taxes, while
ancther section, Irrespective of the fact that
they utilise the tramways, will go free. We
are to have a trust composed of eight mem-
bers, and an Advisory Board, which will be
another board to make more jobs for sup-
porters of the Government, and there will
various other things connected  with the
trust; whereas, the trams arc now controlled
by one managing director in Brisbanc and
three dircctors in London, and they have
been able to show a fair amount of profit.

The Hoxe SECRETARY : Yes, by making two
peopl: stand where one person has a seat.
Thas is how they make their profits.

My, KERR: Thot is not correct.  They
have made their profits through the popula-
tion increasing.

The HoME SECRYTARY :
the number of cars.

Mr. KERR: T
few rears have
nearly £600,000.

And by not increasing

he receipts during the last
jumped from  £260,000 to
That is where they make
thelr pr aid not as pointed out by the
Iloms Scerctary. I would not oppose this
measure if there were no other alternativ
but there is an alternative. The compa
were preparnd not long ago to bnild oxten-
sions, the werk on which w ould have absorbed
w*aetica“;* every unemployed man in Bris-
bane.  Mr. Badger, the managing director,
told me por ~o‘1allv that, if I could seoure
for him an Order in Council, he would build
those extensions at once. That iy a direst
refutation of what th~ Home Secretary has
said. In the face of that, the Government saz
that the cOmpany have been squcezing the
public all the time. I am glad that the
seon fit to repeal the Act
thoy passed in 1920. At the time it was intro-
duced, we on this side stated that there was
a Lrn(\ amount of confiscation about it.

The CHAIRMAN : T hope the hon. member
will not discuss that question before the Com-
mittee. The motion is very specific, and I
would ask bim to keep to the point.

Mr. KERR: This matter would not have
been mentioned by me if it had not been
mentioned by the ome Secrotary. If the

Mr. Kerr.]
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hon. gentleman is entitled to mention these
things, so are we.

The HoOME SECRETARY : You will not get any
more information from me.

Mr. KERR: I am going to point out at
a later stage that the representation on this
trust is not in aceordance with the principles
of the Labour partv. Here again th: Govern-
ment ars jumping step by step in devious ways
to try to sccure votes at the next elections.
They propose that the members of the local
authorities shall elect two representatives
from certain defined districts, and I under-
stand from i{he Home Secretary that the
Government are basing the representation on
the valuation of the property.

The CHLAIRMAN : Order ! 1 hope the hon.
member is not going to discuss th: details
of the Bill, which are not before the Com-
mittee,

The IToME SECRETARY : The hon. member has
a copy of the BIill.

Mr. KERR: I have not got a copy of the
Bill; they have not boen given out to hon.
members. I hope the Home Secretary will
be prepared to accept an amendment in con-
nection with this principle of representation.
It should be on the population basis, and not
on the number of dwellings.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The HoME SECRETARY : Will you be surprised
if T tell you that it is on that basis?

Mr. KERR : That does not appear from the
scope of the Bill the hon. gentleman first
brought in. I sincerely hope that the Bill

will be withdrawn, and that a confer-
e¢nee  will be held between the parties
immediately, There is no reason why we
should not have competition in regard

If the present company
are not prepared to go on with extensions,
other companies should be allowed to
do so, because it will be a paying proposi-
tion. This Bill should not Le passed, because
it will stifle private enterprise. which we so
much desire in this country. T hope to bring
up many other points on the second reading
and Committee stages, but I hope that the
Bill will not go so far as that. and that somc
other alternative will be found.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): T think
that there is not a member of the Committee
who will not come to the conclusion that it
is necessary that there should be extensions
of the tramways.

The IIOME SECRETARY :
mory cars, too.

Hon. W. . BARNES: The points I want
to raise arc as to whnether the time has not
arrived when, before any further action is
talken, we should make inguiries to find out
whether wo are doing the hest thing in the
interest of the ratepayers—because they are
the people upon whom the hurden is going to
fall—bx suggesting the purchas. of the trams,
or whether further inquiries should be made
to sce if conditions have so changed in rvegard
ty the means of traction that it would
be better to do som-thing clse at very much
Jess cost to the community. This motion deals
with the acquisition of the tramways, and
we have been led to believe that there is a
diff-rence between the Tramways Company’s
valunation and the Government’s valuation.
Some of us who have occupied positions on
the opposite side of the Heuse know that there
is a great deal of legal business involved in
this mattor, which may mean no end of
trouble and very grcat expense when we

[My. Kerr,

to the extensions.

Hear, hear; and
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have to face it. The question of goodwill
was incidentally raised this afterncon. The-
acquisition provided for in this mocion seems

to me to be a factor which should make us

hesitate before we proceed any further. The
Tramways Company assert that ther are sure
that the Bill giving them their charier pro-
vided for goodwill. Whether the Minister
Iikes to admit it or not, this motion practi-
cally means a leap in the dark so far as the-
local authorities are concerned.

The THome SECRETARY: There arve just as
niany lawyers who zay that there is no good-
will as there are who say there is a goodwill.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Who is going to
pay the bill in connection with the litigation
that is bound to take placc? When th: Pre-
mier met & number of local authorities, of one
of which I was a representative, he said that
the local authorities would have to pay. We
are asked to agree to an unknown amount.

The Ilome S:crETaRY: Who clse but the:
people using the trams should bear the
burden ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T am glad the hon..
gentleman has raised that point. How is it
that the Goversment suddenly backed down
from their former policy cf acquiring the
trams, and now say, ‘ We are going to put
it on the other fellow ”? What has brought
about that condition of things? Although I
have no authority for saying it, I should not
b= surprised to find that the report of the
value of the assets of the company has made
the Government hesitate,

The Hloue SECRETARY : No.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: And their present
professed generosity to the local authorities
has been brought about because they argue
in this way: ‘“We have touched so many
things which have been failurs, and this 1s
?om_g to be one, so let the other fellow pay
or 1t.”

The Hoxe SrcreTarY: Do you know that
vou agreed to a Bill to repudiate the com-
pany’s rights?

Hox. W. H. BARNES : I am not going to
be sidetracked by any remark from the hon.
gentleman.

The Hove Srcrerary: You were a member
of the Cabinet which agreed to a Bill to
repudiate the company’s rights.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: While I believe
it is necessary that there should be tram
extensions, still we have no right to put a
burden upon the people, and we have the
right, a< business men «itting in this Com-
mittee, to know what we are going to do in
this regard.

Mr. Brexxax: Would you allow the pre-
sent company to keep the trams?

Hon. W. II. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is always chattering. Ile should reserve
his chattering for another occasion. (Laugh-
ter.) This proposal is surrounded bv many
difficultics.  Quite recently, as the Minister
knows, they contemplated in Newcastle sub-
stituting electrified trams for the steam
trams, and a report was brought in dealing
with the proposal. I quite admit that there
wore two sets of conditions sot out in thas
report. but it was finally stated that probably
the tramways would have to make way for
some other means of locomotion which would
be less costly to the ratepayers and more
advantageous to the people.

The Ilour SEcrETARY : In Newcastle it cost
£250.000 for a system to transport 40.000
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passengers a day, but in Brisbane it cost
£1,500,000 for a system to transport the Bris-
bane traflic every day.

Iiox, W. H. BARNIES: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to sidetrack the question.
We know that conditions are always chang-
ing, and it is the duty of the Government
at this stage to make all inquiries and see
that there is not going to be handed over to
the local authorities something that is going
to be very costly and that will finally land
the local authorities in financial trouble, The
hon. gentleman in his remarks this afternoon
said that it might be the Supreme Court or
the Land Court that would have to dea! with
this matter; but that is not going to be the
final stage. Has the hon. gentleman ever
heard of an appeal? Do we know where we
are going to end in this matter? I venture
to say that a large amount of money will be
involved.

The Towr SecrETARY: Any individual
citizen can go to the Privy Council any day,
and individual citizens do go to the Privy
Council.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Do they go to the
Privy Council for nothing?

The 1loME SecmETaRY: It is
costly proceeding.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is not very
costly when it is the other fellow who has
to pay.

_The Hoxe SECRETARY: Any citizen has a
right to go to the Privy Council now.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: So he should have
that right. In this instance, however, the
Government do not wish to take the respon-
sibility of taking over the trams.

The Houme SecreETaRY: You made arrange-
ments for a Bill to take them over yourself.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is always trotting out something like
that.

The Howmr SpcrerarRy: I have vour Bill
here. It has got your name, “W. I
Barnes,” on it. (Government laughter.)

Hox., W. H. BARNES: It is a very good
name.

OrpostrioN Mpupers: Ilear, hear! :

Hon., W. II. BARNES: Onc thing is cer-
tain—that, whilst the metropolis and the
suburbs are asking for more extensions, we
have a right, az the real custcdians of the
pecple in this Ilouse, to find out where we
are going. We should ask ourselves to-day
if we are doing the best thing in the interests
of the commuuity by doing somecthing we do
not know the end of at all in order to relieve
the Government of the responsibility of a
policy which they took on themselves.

The IToueE SgcretaRy: You want
Country party to protect your friends.

Mr. SIZER (¥undah): I have no hesita-
tion in saying that everyonc in the metro-
politan arca agrees that some further facili-
ties will have to be provided to improve the
tramwaT svetem in Brisbane., Evervone will
ree that there is some need for an increased
number of corvs to handle the rush traffic,
but we also a1l gevee that there is no tram
systom in the world that can handle rush
traffic without making some of the people
stand.

Oprosrtion MrexseErs: Ilear,

My, SIZFR: Tt is admitted by everyone
who visits this city that, generally speaking,
the Drisbane tramway system is equal to

not a very

the

hear !
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any tramway system in the Commonwealth,
and compares favourably with any tramway
system in the world.

The HoME SECRETARY : Giive us your autho-
rity for saying that.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman knows
it as well as I do, because he must have secn
it in his travels. I am sure that we do not
see any more overcrowding in Brisbane dur-
ing the rush traffic than we see in the rush
traffic in the busy hours in Sydney.

The Ilove SecRETARY: You are quite wrong.
They carry more than twice as many pas-
sengers ont the cars in Brisbane as they do
in Syduey.

Mr. SIZER. I admit that during the last
two years there has been some cause for coiu-
plaint, but that is not the fault of the Tram-
ways Company. I ask hon. members opposite
if they were interested in a concern, and a
Bill was introduced in Parliament which
threatened to confiscate that concern, and
then it hung fire for some time while they
were waiting for the sentence to be pro-
nounced, as it were, would they put further
money into it?

The HoOME SECRETARY :

cation about it.

Mr. SIZER: Would hon. members
interested in such a concern make any im-
provement in the service in any shape or
form under the circumstances I have just
described ?

Mr. PETRIE:
point.

Mr. SIZER: The Government have told
the Tramways Company that they are going
to do something with the trams. The Bris-
bane Tranways Company know the record of
the Government, and they do not fecl con-
fident that, if they put any new money into
the business, they will get a good return for
it when the time comes for making a valua-
tion. The hardships which the people of
Brisbane have had to put up with during
the last few years have beeu cntirely due
to the inactivity of the Government either in
acquiring the trams or making some delinite
arrangement with the Tramways Company.

There is no confis-

Ilear, hear! That is the

The Houe SpereTaRy: Do you know the
proposul of the Tramways Company ?

Mr. SIZER: 1
their proposal.

The Tlows SrererTary: Whe don't you wait
until vou hear it read, and scc if it was
possible to go on with such a proposal?

Mr. SIZER: I am not concerned about
that.

The ITosr SECRETARY : You want to give
in to the compszny, no matter how they treat
the people of Brisbane.

Mr. SIZER: KEvervone knows perfectly
well that we have ample need for railway
extensions in various parts of the country.
and any money that we have possibly got to
spare can be spent better in other directions
thun in acquiring the Brisbane trams. We
have a company which is giving fairly good
sorvies st the present time. I admit that
during the last two years there has been some
cause for complaint, but the company are
vot responsible for that. Fon. gentlemen
opposite are solely responsible for that. We
have a tramway system now which is ful-
filling all requirements, and can be improved

Mr. Sizer.)

am not concerned about
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if an arrangement v made with the com-
pany.

Tu‘ Howe Secverary: On their foeme.

{r is true that they want an
o\t(‘nsmn of their leasn.

The IloNg SECRETARY :
wise to see the terms first?

Mr., 8140 1 do not think that
pany \wulu be unreasonable.

The Howe SeenreTary @ M.
them down. and thoe hon. member for
al«o turned them down.

Hr. Xixg: The Ceorpares Shire Council
did not turn thira down.

Would i+ not be

tha com-

Denham turned
Bulimba

The Howe SroritaRY: You did not make
thom repair the road between toe rails,

Mr. SIZER: MMy idea is that we chould
see if rome arrangsinent cannot be made
with the Tramways Company, If the Go-

£2,000.000 to epend, it
in other dircctions.

vernment have got
can be better spent

At 430 pom.

Tha HPrAKER 1‘0°1Lne«1 the chair.

The Cranuay reported progress

Further cons idm ation stood an Ordor of the
Day for a later hour of the day. under the
provisions of *gmndmg Order No. 17.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF IJEBATE.
Mr. FRY (K wrilpa), continuing his s

which was mumlupted the previous mgnmg
by the application of Standing Order No. 17,
said: Tast night T was dealing with the
statemeont made by the Premier in his speech
jast Wednes These are the words he
used—

“ & far as the maunufacturine indu
tries ares concerned, the margin of profit
after allowing for wawves, fuel, and cost
of materials for the vear 1920-21 shows,

Ulv:

in the czse of New Sonth Wales, 12,11
per cenf.; in the case of Vietoria, 16.03

and in the case of Queensland,
which is the Tavgest margin of all. it is
given as 20.67 per cent. In South Aus-
tralia the margin is orly 10.79 per cont.
—only half.what it is In Queensland.”
Tlmt statement raises a question on which
quite a lot of debate can be hinged with a great
deal of benefit to the Chamber and perhaps
improvement in the government of the State.
If the margin of pmﬁt, after allowing for
wages, fucl, and cost of material, wes higher
a uQuOc"] land in 1920-21 so far as the manu-
facturing wrhw ies arc concerned than it
was in New South Wales, Vietaria, or South
Australis, hm; comex 1t that there are fewer

per cent

industries in Que and to-day than in
19017
There ave wperhaps three reasons—
(1) The overhead charges exclusive of
wages, fuel, and cost of material, are

greater in Queensland than in any other
State.

(2) Taxation, including 1=
and super tax, is hcavier.

(3) The (overnment policy and irrita-
tion methods make success of manufac-
‘mring industries  very doubtful and
unprofitable.

Those are three veasons which ean be ad-
vanced to explain why industries are not
being established here. T would like to ask
the Premicr wvhether he can answer why
factories are not being established in Queens-

[Mr. Swzer,
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land to manufacture the requirements of the
people of the State.  Tollowing on that
question is the further question—also a per-
tinent one—Why is Queensiand purchesi
large quantities of mse nuf;tﬂtwre:l articles
from the Southern Sfates? The hon. member
for Rockhampton told us that we are im-
porting thousands of pounds’ worth of agri-
cultural 1'11plemont~ from the South. \‘Vhﬂt
is the reason for that? 1f the margin of
profit is so great as the Premier savs, surely
that is a fact to which he should devote his
attention. It is reasonable to assume that
the Premier has not stated the case fairly.
or if he has that the surplus profit has been
wheorbed by taxation, and Hlo Government’s
(dmn‘latr'\twn acts and confiscatory m(thod,
have made wmanufacturers content to remain
ocut of Queensland, and send their products
into the State, which means corvrespondingly
Toossg employm(‘nt for Quesnsland workmen

Now let us turn to taxation. The direct
taxation in Qucensland has trebled itself
since this Governmont came into office. In
1914-15 it was approximately £900007; in
1629-21 it was approximately £3600,000. It
nmust be remembered that industrv  foots
this bill, whether it be the farmine industry
ov the manufacturing industry, and that there
1= a limit to what industry can stand. That
iimit has been passed in many cases. Wo
have also to remember that covery penny
taken from industry by extortionate tawa-
tion means the retarding of development.

Now let us turn to the following official
fignres of the Commonwealth Statistician
regarding  depression in  Quennsland, pub-
iished by him to show the taxation per head
in tbe snveml %fa‘ms—

—_— [ 1621
Victoria . 48 10
West Australia D74
Tasmanija 66 10
South Australia 65 2
New South Wales | T4
Queenstand .. ; 95 10

The following fizures, alwo from thp Com“non-
wealth Statistician, indicate the desrease in
exnployment in factorics in Queonalaml as

nguished from the inercases in all the
r ‘lmtr 31—
— 1915 1920. Increase.
New South Wales .. | 116,611 27,843
Victoria N 3,82 22,688
South Australia 468 240 3,946
Tasmania .. 8,420 10,016 | 1,560
West Australia 14,631 la, 409 i 778
‘Decrese,
Queensland. . 42,079 40,801 } 1,185

The following table, giving the unemploy-
ment per 1,000 workers, is also to the dis-
advantags of Queensland :—

| |
— Dec., June, “ June,

1912 1920, 1 1921

! |

West Australia S 58 a3
South Auvatr ‘ 5 i o1
Victoria. .. P €7 ! 08
Tosmania . o 34 | 108
Tew South Wale. .. 50 i 135
Queensland L. R 46 | 218
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The increase in Queensland was twice as
high as in any other State, except New South
Wales; and New South Wales in 1921 had a
Tabour Government. At the same time
the unemployment in Queensland per 1,000
workers was much higher than that of New
South Wales. These figures all bear on the
statement of the Promier, and call for some
further explapation from him.

If we delve further into this question we
find that Queensland is exporting more raw
materials to-day than Nee Nouth Wal
Victoria, and manufacturing luss,
following figures will shos
OvERSEY KXPORT:

1219-20, ¢ 1920-u1,

I £ £
){g:w S_(mth Wales o0 35,000,000 1 52,000.000
Victoria .. Lo 43,000.000 L6000
Queensiand £ 14,000,000 v 15,600,060

New South Wales and Victoria have en-
couraged the establishment of secondary
industries and are now manufacturing the
raw material. Quecnsland, however, appears
to be content to export raw material and
to buy it back at a price including manu-
facturer’s costs and profits,

Mr. Krrwax: That is not the explanation,
and well you know it.  You are cntively
VVI'OHP;.

Mr. FRY: We are trying to analyse the
position, to see why there arc not manufac-
tures in Queensland to-day, and why we are
importing things which we should muaunufac-
ture.

Mr. Hartiry: What is your esplanation?
You have not got ome. You don't know
anything about 1t

Mr. FRY: I am replying to the Premier.

Fither the DPremier did no?
case fairly, or eclse manufactw:
to remain out of Queensland.
indusirics 1o ¢ther States, and send their

mantufactured articles into Gueensland. That
seems to be a reasonable conelusion. We
canunot expect the Government to give us
any cnlightenment on the question. If we
refer to the record of the Government so far
as industry is concerned, we get the impros-
sion that they arc really at ses when it
comes to managing anything in the shape of
industry.  Let us refer o the Auditor-
Gencral's report on State enterprises for the
year ended 30th June, 1921 We find that,
with of the State Insuvance
Office, classed a» a State enter-
prise, the only paying concerns are the State
hotel at Babinda, which made a profit of
£1,066, or an accumulated profis in fo
of £2.505: and the reilway refreshy

which made a profit of £6,859. Savwr
a proiit of £4.348.

rOOTNS,
made

In the railways the loss for the year
ending 30th June, 1921, was £1,739,475,

making the loss in seven vears appreximately
£8.000°609. )

In ih» butchery and meat business the loss
was £13.123, and 15 is now in a much wors:
position.

The . State fish business showed a loss of
£9.808, and is now totally insolvent.

The Btste stations showed a loss of
£194.148, and are now £250,000 to the bad.

The State cannery showed a loss of £29,742,
and is now in a worse position.

The State Produce Agency showed a loss
of £27,734, and is still losing heavily. Not
only that, but they exported damaged grain
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Address in Reply. 181

from Queensland and spoilt the good name
of Queensland as a wheat-exporting State.
The State trawler cost £32,000; the loss on
working was £13,792, and the cost to the
30th  June, 1921, was £45,792.

State  at
Further lesses have been incurred, and the
vessel now carries a ‘“ For sale” notice.

The steamer ° Douglas Mawson” was pur-
chased for coastal trading purposes; it cost,
in 1921, £19,645; the loss on working was
£10.656; the cost to the State at 30th June,
1821, was £30,201, and it is now ticketed
“ For sale.”

The State avsenic mine at Jibbenbar has
had spent on it £58,000, and the loss to 30th
June, 1921, on working was £7,249.

The Bowen State coalmine cost £41,654,
and had not arrived at the producing stage
on 30th June, 1621,

The Baralaba State coalmine was indebted
to the Treasury at 30th June, 1921, in the
sum of £13,398, and <howed a los# on that
date of £1,337.

The Styx River State coalmine owoed the
Treassury at 80th June, 1921, £7,699. The
total expenditure on the mine was £14,305,
and the total collections £6,606.

The Venus battery at Charters Towers
showed an expenditure exceeding collections
of £2,259.

The Bamford battery had a total net cost
to 30th June, 1921, of £13.285, and tbe loss
on working has been £4,049.

The Kidston battery cost to 30th June,
1921, £3,362, and the construction has not
been completed.

The Roma oil bore cost to 30th June, 1921,
£29,951, and is not in working order.

The State iron and steel works expenditure
was, at 3Gth June, 1921. £16,286, and tho
proposal was not proceeded with.

The Warra State coalmine showed a loss
to 30th June, 1921, of £39,286, and is now
closed down,

The State smelters at Chillagoe show a
loss at 30th June, 1921, of £48075, on a
capital expenditure of £292,212.

The Irvinebank State trecatment works
show a total loss at 20th June, 1921, of
£28.950.

The Ivvinebank State store had a loss to
30th June, 1921, of £472.

In regard to the forty-nine motor-cars, the
Government vefuse to divulge any informa-
tion, but we can safely estimate the loss to 30th
June, 1921, a+ £50.000. World tours, Btate han-
quets, Minsters’ travelling expenses are cob-
i suceesi, but are a financial

[

s ed o wecis
less to the State of many thousands of pounds.
The Government have plaved the pavt of

the spensdthrift in general finance. A com-
parison of the figures on 30th June, 1915,
when the Government came into office, with
later figures, ¥ prove what I say. If the
profits miade on industry are larger m Queens-
land than in other States, why are the State
cnterpris w not paring and more factories
being esiablished ?

The SUFAKT
hev kug evhaus
the Standing O s,

e, CONROY (MHaranoa): 1 have listencd
very attentively to the remarks made by hon.
members. particularly in conneetion with the

agricultiral policy enunciated by the Pre-

Order!  The hon, mem-
the time allowcd under

mie That poliey is recognised throughout
Queensland as a splendid one in the intercsts

of the far:
MMr. Braxp: They have not scen the Bill
vot.

1eTs,

Mr. Conroy.]
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. COXNROY: I am speaking about the
Premier’s speech.  Hon. members on  the
other side have endeavoured to take away
the credit which is due to the Premier in
connection with this agricultural poliey. They
do not find anrything at all wrong with the
policy; the only trouble with them 34, that
it has been propounded by the Premicr of a
Labour Government. and will be placed on
the statute-book by that Government. Hon.
members opposite wish to infer that this
Government for a leng time have rot realised
the wants of the farmers, Since the Govern-
ment came into oflice, a great many measures
of benefit to the farmers have been placed
upon the statute-beok. It would take too
long to erumerate them ail. Let me mention
a ifew—Regulation of Sungar Cane Prices
Act; "Sugar Acquisition Act; Aect embodying
repeal of the ratlwav guarantee; Wheat Po <\l
Act; Advances to Settlers Act; Co-operative
Agricultural Production Act; Main Roads
;mn‘d Act; Income Tax Act Amendment Act
ving rohef to settlers; as well as Acts of
mhmmnrat]on in regard to coftton cultiv
tios, in providing cold storage for farmers’
produce. in the giving of drought-time assist-
ance, and in affording relief to settlers on
vepurchased estates,

Mr. BranD: And the acquisition of butter,

Mr. CONROY: That only goes to show
that the Government have always studied the
i of the farmers. I am pleased to
at an1onq>f the Bills enumerated in
the uoverr‘ors Speech is the Primary Pro-
ducers’” Organisation Bill. and that it is first
on the kt for consideration. The hon. mem-
ber for Nanango stated that vight throughout
the length and brewdth of the State soldier
sottfoments had been conducted in a moss
dirgrac-ful manner, but his sratement was
not backed up by any records or facts. The
hon. D”’Ubf‘l for Murilla also commented
upon so'dicr setflements, and mentioned the
Mount Hutton Settloment. Neither the hon.

member for Nanango nor the hon, member
for XMarilln }\ﬂs ever scen the Mount Hutton
Rettlement. T doubt whether the hon. moem-

ber for Napango krows where Mount Hutton
is. The hon, Tember for Murilla mav. but
he cort=inly has not visited the place. A

zood many comments in connection with
solufer settlsments have been made which
are not borre out by fects. Ar. Hunter,

member of the House of Representatives for
Maranoa. alto made a statement in reference
to the soldier settlement at Mount Hutton.
Mr. Hunter paid a very short visit to the
sottlement, being there berely two dass. and
o his re¢turn to Toowoomba was intervieved
L+ & representative of the “ Daily Mail”
and made a statevient which appearved in that
paper on 3lst May last, with ihis heading
movery large hpeh
“ GrAve COMPLAINTS,
“Coxprrioxs AT Movxt Hurrox.”

Mr. Hunter stated that he wished it to be
understeod that he was not out to make any
political capttal, as the matter was too impor-
Tant to be associated with nolit but, at
the same time, it was absolutely nee
foir the publie generally to know the

true

facts of the scttlement. Ile made these
statoments—
“1. The railway rvns throush the

narrowest part, and only a few miles of
settlement are near the linc.

“ 2. The country can only be described
as fair to good cattle country.

[Mr. Conroy.
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T'he arcas range from 280 acres to
1,230 acres.

‘4. Bome portions have already been
deserted.

5. The men were advanced £625, ard
it was clearly laid down how it was to be
spent,

“6. That the =ettlers had little or no
option in purchase of stock.

“ 7. That several of the men sald some-
thing about a second loan which was
promised them.

“ 8. That several of the settlers are now
receiving demands for payment of interesg
and redemption.”

Arsmstrong, who is a returned soldier.
aud has cceupied the position of supervisor
o1 the Mount Iutton Soldier Settlement for
two vears, replied in the “ Daily Mail >

the 9th June last as follows:—
“Mr., Hunter’s remarks call for little
comment, as they arc not based on facts,

and arc the result of a two days’ visit
to an avca of country 26 miles by 40
miles. Mr. Hunter did not interview 20
per cent. of the soldier scttlers, and did
not see more than 10 per cent. of the
country, but in reply, I will deal with
Mrv. Hunter’s criticism in detail as’ fol-
lows : —

1. The railwny runs through narrow-
est part, and onlv a fow miles of settle-
ment is near the line. Soldiers arz
settled all over 3fount Ilutton and
Futhulla resumptions, and are not con-
fined to one particular pm“rmn there
being more soldiers settled outside
smzll area which Mr. Hunter mentions
than are settled in it.

2. The country ca» only he described
as fair to good anlo (oantrv \gri-
cultural experts and farmers cl lagsify 1t

2s geod agrieulraral land throughout.
Tho reeent published renorts of Dr. Jen-
sen, Government (eologist, and the
crops grown on area bear this out.

3. The areas range from 280 acres
to 1.280 acrcs. Can Mr. Hunter name
one soldier settler who holds much less
thaz 640 acre The average acreage
held is 1.250 acres. about twelve hold
640-acre blocks, and :ome have 2,560
2,C10S.

4. A few portions have been deserted.
There have been about twelve sur-
renders on Mount Nufmn of nen who
selected, but this is only to be experted.
There are bound 5 be a few persons
t2ke up land who find the life unsuit-
able,

Advaner of £625.  Clearly laid
down how thisx <hould be spent.  Mr.
anter is misinformed. Reference to
the Soldier Settlement Act would have

shown him his er The Acr speeifies
the inaximum amount vhich may be

advanced for specific purposes, but does
not lay down that amount hos to be
spent 15 specified m(wn(\l ie,, if settler
olected {o spend less than £200 allowed
on housc, he conld use money so saved
for ringharking, clea cte, A
to  settlers’  Blocks ould alzo
shown Mr. Hunter his mistake.

Huntor the

have

€. Settlers inforraed Mr. 7
Lad little or no opfion in purchase of
stock,  Settlers had a free hand in this
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‘matter.  Can 3frv. Huuntey name one
settler who was forced to take stock he
did not approve of?

¢ Daily Mail,” the reply by Mr. Armstrong

did not oc«u[)y nearly so prominent a plact,.

and probably it was overlooked by the

“Western Star.” On 2lst Feb-

[5 p.m.] ruary, 1922, about three months

prior to the statement made by

Mr. Hunter, the following article appcared
in the “ Daily Mail” :—

“ At Mount HUTTON.

“ SOLDIER SETTLEMENT PROGRESS.

“ Mount Hutton closer settlement area,
comprising about 700,000 acrcs, lies 56
wiles north from Roma, on the Orallo-
Injune Creck Railway. This arca origi-
nally comprised Mount Hutton station,
and lies betw=en the Main Range and Car-
narvon Range. It was resumed in 1818.
and opened for closer settlement in blocks
ranging from 640 acres to 1.280 acres, a
portion of the area being reserved for
soldier settlement puirposes.

7. Promised second loan: This is
‘through Agricultural Bank. and the
Jeaflet states a further advance of £700
may be made for approved improve:
ments at the rate of 15s. in the £1
As settlers have already had an
advance of £6256 £1 for £1. some of

which does not go into Improvements
of a permanent nature, he would natu-
rally have to do a lot of further improv-
ing to his holding to bring it up to
\ala(\ before he would be vlnxblo for
this further advance. Mr. Hunter
makes no mention of advance of £200
from Agriculture Dopﬂtmonr for pur-
chase of dairy stock, to which settler:
are eligible, and which many of them
have recewed, making their total
advances to between £525 and £825.
Mr. Hunter was either ignorant of this
‘or refrained from mentioning it

“The first body of settlers took up
residence in July, 1919, and since that date
settlement has gmduadv extended, and
at the present time thers are approxi-
mately 350 settlers in the area, including
120 soldiers. Many of these men have
their wives and families with them, and

. p there is an estimated total population in

would be a good policy to lend money ; .

A8 . : the arca of 700.

on these items over a period of forty . . . .

on a9 Railway extension to Injune Creek

years?

N R was comploted in August, 1920, and since
OxLy 4 CURsSORY (GLANCE. that date the district has quickly

* From the foregoing it will be seen developed. There are now approximately
that Mr. Hunter has either been mis- 250 suppliers of cveam to the Roma (o-
informed, or has deliberately overlooked operative Dairy Company, forwarding
facts, He has only had a cursory glance about 1,300 cans of cream per month, and

8. Payment of intcvest: Interest is
now being claimed on advance and
1(‘(10m13t1011 on short period loaus for
purchase of tools, implements, and
stock. Does Mr. Hunter imagine it

2t the settlement, and did not inferview this industry is oxtending. Compared
more than 20 per cent. of the soldier with January, 1920, this is a wonderful
settlers,  There are nunbers of sertlers development, as on that date there were
who are satisfied that with ovdinar: only about twenty suppliers.

wasons and a fair price for their pro-
duce they will do all right. I am satis-
fied that if settlers carry on dairyving and
zo in for growing fodder and cotton,
and for pig-raising, th~y will make a good
living ou Mount Hutton. Is My, Hunter
aware that there are over 200 civilian
settlers in this area holding. in most
the same amount of land as the
: . These men started with veey
little capltal some of them having none,
and have had to depend on the Agricul-

“ The area is watered by Injune, Bluey.
Oakey, Horse, Highland Plain, Hutton.
and Eurumba cr-eks, all of which have
numerous permanent  holes,  Ten sub-
artesian bores have also been sunk on thy
area, six of which are equipped with
pum])ing plants, and others are to be
cquipped shortly.

“ Given two or threc more good seasons
to enable seitlers to satisfactorily estab-
lish themsclves, there should be a big

rural Bank and the Department of Agri-
cuiture for advances, which are not neariy
so liberal as the advance made to soldiers,
These civilian settlers all appear to be

agricultural future before this distriel.
as it has an average rainfall of 21 in.: and
it is blessed with a variety of first-class
soils, ranging from deep black to lighr

making a living and are satisfied with sun‘d< loam, much of it comprising belah
future prospects, and if these men can and brigalow scrubs, capable o‘f growing
make a living on Jlount Ilutioun, so can any class of cereal crop. Agriculture iz
soldior settlers. in Its infancy here, and it is only now
. t sottlers e oy o o

* Destructive criticism of this nature ﬂ;?r t_rtlmfs Tlo beg ”n,l,n ff(:Y tu;tri fheir
made by persons not aware of facts 1s attention F(‘) 115 source oL ]ia 1 Fro:
injuring  Australia to-day. and is to u‘lldflo?i i?‘pe?lmenﬂﬁ Cl'“”c‘ho“t show
: R what the distri Al de: w b, oats,

deplored, especially when it ix mmade vhat the distriet wi cat, oats

@

P
b
i

a public man. How can hamigrasts barley, matzc. potator-, cotton, Sudan
attracted to Australia when stateme: grass, and feterita have all been success
like this appear in our daily Pross™’ fully grown on a small scale by different
e S od “ 2385 ) - - .
. ittlers.  Vegetables grow to perfection.

The statement made by Mr. Huntsr occupied Two or three orchards of citrus and stone
a very prominent place in the “ Daily Mail,” fruits have been planted, and trees are
and was republizhed in the ' Western Star,”” growing exceptionally well. Some peaches
a newspaper which has a very laree circula- were grown this vear by Mreo GO R
tion in the Maranoa district. Up to the Adeack, being the first crop from trees
present time Mr. Armstrong’s reply to Mr. planted in 1919, and these would com-
Hunter’s statement has not appeared in the parc favourably for siza\ and flavour with
latter paper. To be fair to the * Western peaches grown anvwhere in Queensland.
Star”” in connection with the matter, T mayr Having ihe soils and rainfall. the distiict
v that, although Mr. Hunter's statement is bo'uul to become a big wheat- gmwmn
ppeared in a very prominent place in the centre in th: course of a few yoears

Mr. Conroy.]
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In further suppert of that, at the Roma show,
iield on 16th and 17th May last, there was a
¢splendid non-cotmpetitive “exhibit from the
-oldier settlement at Mount Hutton. This
xhibit consisted of fodder crops, such as
~orghum, Rhods gv maize, vegetables,
cotton, and other crops. There was also a
sample of coal taken from a scam 12 fect
thick and 40 fect from the surface. The
SR commented on this exhibit

Western Star
in thes ferms—

“This exhibit was evidence of the indus-
try of the new settlers, and justified the
confidlence that this scttlement is going
to be a very big assot to the distriet.”

Destructive eriticism such as that indulged
in by Mr. Hunter, as well as the remarks
of the hon. member for Nanango. arc harm¥ul
to Quecnsland, and are not fair to his Govern-
metb, becaus: the vemarks are not truc.
Neither is It fair criticism to the soldiers who
are cadeavouring to make a living on the
settlement, or to the civilians sectsled on
Mount Hutton. T notice in the Gov:rnor's
Speech 1t is stated—

 There will also be ample opportunities
for the small cotton-cultivator on the three
million acres which my advisers are mak-
ing available for farming in the Burnot
and Callide districts.  In addition to
these arveas there are over a million acres
of other Crown land to be similarly dealt
with. TIn all cases the Lands Department
is taking the indispensable legal stops
preparatory to resumption, as well as
conducting the necessary surveys.”

T am pleased to see that the (Jovernment
ara proceeding with their land settlement
scheme, and in this connecticn I dosire to
mention the splended agricultural land in
the Maranoa cistrict along the railway line.
I particularly refer to Mouns Abundance,
Bindango, Eurella, and Ambr Downs sta-
tions. Mount Abundance consists of 153,512
acres of freehold land, and 64,320 acres of
leaschold.  Biudango consists of 48,992 acres
of frechold land, and 15306 of l-asehold.
Hurella consists of 52.306 acres of frechold,
and 13,760 acres of leaschold. Amby Downs
consists of 34,818 acres of frechold, and
16,320 acres of leaschold. The whole of this
15 firzt-class agricultural land., and the most
remote portion of i% is not more . than
twenty iiles from the railway line at the
outside. The average rainfall for forty-eight
vears, taking Roma as a guide—hecause
this land is situatad within a few miles of
Roma—is 24.03 inche I quite realise that
on account of such a large avea of this
countiy being freehnld—289,623 acres—there
is a diffienlty confronting the Government
in rezuming the land without placing a verr
neavy burden on the scttler. 1 fecl sure,
however, that the Government are sincere in
sheir land scttlerment policy, and 1 sincercly
hope that this dificults will be overcome,
and that the whole of this land, or at least
a very large portion of it. wiil, in the very
near future, Lo resumed and thrown open for
settlement.

Brespiverox : Have voa anw
the value under the Land Tax Act?

My, CONROY: T am not sure of the
value. but I think it would he about 30s.
an acre.

Reference is #ls0 made in the Speech to the
question of education, and I would like to
rake this opportunity of congratulating the
Seeretary for ublic Instruetion upon intro-
ducing the system of education by cor-

[Mr. Conroy.
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respondence. As  a  country  membor. T
venlise the great disabilities under whieck
seitlors in outside districts have to suffer
i the matter of obtaining primary educa-
tion for their children. I know the Depart.
ment are doing everrthing possible in this
connection, and where there are sufficient
children a school is erccted and a teacher
supplied: but in very far distant places the
number of children is not large enough to
warvant the erection of a school, and in
such places the system of teaching by cor-
respondence will fill a very long-felt want.
Only on Iriday last I received a letter from
a man whose children are being taught by
correspondence,  There is no school within
miles of where he resides.  Of course, the
cnildren receive a certain amount of instrue-
tion from the 1itinerant teacher., but the
itinerant teacher has to ‘ravel over a vory
large area, and 1t is often months hetween
his visits. This man informed me that his
children are making very good progress
under  the correspondence system, and e
is very pleased indeed.

Mention is alse made in tho Speech of a
Flealth Act mendment  Bill, which  will
contain provisions dealing with sewerage and
drainage. and I am very hopeful that the
Bill will enable the municipalitics in small
counfry towns to overcome the great diffi-
culties they labour under at present in the
matter of sewerage and drainage. 1 have
had some oxperience in municipal matters,
and I know the trouble in country towns in
cennection with drainage and sewerage. If
thiz Bill will erable the small country muni-
cipalities to get over that difficulty, 1% will
have a very honeficial effect.

Mr. Kixc: It was the present Government
which made the water-tables sewers,

Mr. CONROY . They have now sven the
error of their iways.

Mr. Kinag: 1 hope so.

3r. CONROY : There is no doubt, as the
bon. member says, that that has been the
trouble in the small country towns. Under
the interpretation section of the present
Health Act a drain is a sewer. Small coun-

try towns are, In comscquence, unable to
comply with the vegulations under the
Health Act, as it would be impossible for

them to provide a good drainage system like
a lnrge city or town. 1 am verv hopeful
that, when the Bill comes before the Honse,
this difficulty with which country munici-
palities have to contend with regard to
drainage will be overcome.

Mr. GREEN (Townseille): At the outset
of my remarks I would like to refer to_the
great loss which Queensland has sustained
by the death of one who for so many years
vopresented  an  electorate in this House.
both as & member, Minister, and Premier of
the State. one who was the soul of honour,
and loyal to the Fmpire to which we belong.
and one who faithfullv scrved his constitu-
eney and the people of this great State with
distinetion, and loved it and desired that
it should progress and be honoured and re-
spected—1 vefer to the late Sir Robert Philp.
\Hear, bear!) T think it onle right, as
member for the constituency that he repre-
sented so long, that I should pa=v a fribute
to his memory, and to the work that he has
done in eonneetion with this State in the
past. (Hear, hear!)

T carcefully listened to the Address in Reply
while 1t was being so ably read by His
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xcellency the Governor. I have considered
it from covery aspect, and have listened
attentively to the remarks of both Govern-
ment and Opposition members. 1 am sur-
prised that ~uch a pregramme should have
been placed before the House by a Labour
Government, It makes one feel that the
Governnicnt are turning from their old
friends and are sceking to be the friends
of those whom they injurcd so much in days
gone by, But I am convinced that it is
only clectioneering propaganda—that it 1s
simply placed before the House and the
countrr in order that it may have a great
deal of weight at the general election, which
will teke place within the next fow months.
T remember a Minister of the C n once
remarking fo me that for the first two
sewsions of Parliament it Jdid not matter
what you placed before the House, but that.
as politieal strategy. you should bring for-
ward during the last session a very atirac
tive programme which would impress the
electors. The Government on this oceasior
have adopted that mcthod, and have pus
this Speech forward, with the various mea-
surcs mentioned in it, as a vote-catching
programme for the coming elections, A
short time ngo the distracted people ar
Einasleigh, when their machinery was pulled
down and sent to other fields, remarked, on
secing some of the machinery going away,

“Ted's eircus iz moving on.’ It appears
to mo that, with this programme, ‘*'Ted’s
circus 1s moving on” very quickly to

an clection campaign. This is but the
advance agent of that cireus which is going
to ke playsd in order to attract the votes
of the people. But I am quite surc that
the sword of Damocles—which has been
hanging over the Minmistry’s head during the
past two yvears, and which manifested itself
11 such an unmistakable manner at the last
clection in the vote of the people rejecting
the present Administration—who, although
they have a inajority in the House, repre-
sent only a minority of the people—will
shortly fall, and bring calamity to the Ad-
ministration. The disillusioned and disap-
pointed people of Queensland will see that
the string is eut and that the sword falls
upon the Government and destroys them.
The Government appear to-day in quite a
new role as the farmers’ friends. We were
told by the last speaker what wonderful
i the Labour party have done for the
in the past.  During the period I
have besn in the ITouse I have failed to see
that the Government have Jone very much
for the farmors. but. naturally, the farmers’
votes are worth getting.,  The working men
af the eitics kave now found out that the
Governmment have fooled them. and they
bave become disitlusioned in rd to the
glorions Bldorade that thevy were led to
expeet. We now find the Covernment turn-
ing to the farmers. fearing t, if ther do
not get helny from the farmers in the coming
eleetions, they will fail.  Many hon. mem-
hers opposite, when challenged as to what
the Government have done for the farmers
in the past, have retorted, “ What have
other Administrations done during the fifty
wears they were in power?” 1 would point
out that the other Administrations swhich
were in power in Queensland for fifty years
did practically evervthing to bring Queens-
land into a prosperous condition. They
built those immense lengths of railway lines.

roor
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Mr. Dasg: Yes, and put a guarantee on
the people.
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Mr. GREEN: Noj; they built lines from
the coast into the iuterior, and thus de-
centralised to a greas cxtent the trade of
Queensland.  Not only did they do that,
but they practically made all the harbours
on the coast of Queensland. What has this
Government done to improve the harbours
since they wame into power? Past tiovern-
ments built up the cities and developed the
country by thesc great lengths of railway.
Hon. members opposite tell us of certain
lines which have heen built in some elec-
torates by the present Government, but they
are only smaell lines when compared with
the immense lines constructed by past Ad-
ministrations. Private enterprise has also
gone hand in hand with the work of Admin-
istrations in the past, and a great part of
our prosperity te-day is due fo the assist-
ence of private enterprise.  If it had nct
been for private enterprise in building sugav-
mills and tramways and in other directions
the Stats would have been stagnant, and
there would have been very little for this
Government to exist on.

Speaking of ¢ The Producers’ Review,” the
Premier sald—

It is broad-minded enough to accept
assistance and co-cperation in carrying
out a poliey for the farmers of Queens-
land, no matter from what quarter thas
policy emanates, so long as those who
advance it are sincers in their desire to
carry it out.”

>jow I want to be honest and straight in con-
rection with this matter. I am not a primary
producer, and I have never pretended to be
one:
Mr. Brenxay: You are a middleman.

Mr. GREEN: But I hold that the primary
producer is the backbone of this country.
Unless we assist the primary producer, then
all our industries, all our railways, and all
cur waterside workers will suffer, and there
will be stagnation and unemployment. Bvery
member, overy perzon who is interested in
this State and who has the welfare of the
State at heart, whether he represents a city
or a country constitutency, must see that
justice is done to the primary prodneer, or
the offect of it will be felt in every part of
the State. We must see that the primary
producer gets every assistance in order to
enable him to carrs out the great work he is
engaged in.  Therefore. if the Sccretary for
Acricntture and the Government bring for-
ward any measure for the benofit of the
priima producers, T can say. in the \'x:ords
of the Premier. that I am broad-minded
cnough to assist in patbing it into fores. But
it there are any traps in this legislation, as
we have noticed in legislation intreduce:l
previously, I do not intend to assist the
Covernment in trapping the farmers m any
scheme of socialisetion. contention ix
that the Premicr must be quite honest in thix
matter., Ile cannot serve two masters. He
must ¢ either hate the one and love the
other. or he must love one and despise the
other.” Which master is he going to scrve?
Does he stand for the socialization of industry
and everything else, or is he going to stand
for those who believe in private profit Jand
woalth, and private success and co-operation?
s he going to stand up for communism and
socialism? The Premier should be absoh}t.el.v
honess, and let us know exactly the position
in which he stands. He should not try to
trap the farmers and producers into any
«cheme for the socialisation of the primary

My, Greent




Address tn Reply.

products of this State, and the socialisation
of the farms and industries which for many
years p have been striving for success.

Mr. Corrmns: And socialise the shops later
11,

Mr. GREEN: 1t is like the story of the
“Tale of a Tub,” by Swift—

“ Seamen have a custom when they
meet a whale to fling hini outr a rub by
way of amusement to divert him from
laying violent hands upon the ship.”

The Premier and his motley crew of scamen
throw to the whale—who are the primary
producers—the tub, which is the Government
programme. Let us see how the legislation
and administration of this Government have
had the effecet of destroying the primary
producers of this State. st of all, we
had the repudiation of leascs. There is no
question that the landowners have been
oppressed by this Government. By their
repudiatory legislation the Government have
done great injury to this great State, and
they have brought many, including the small
pastoralists and selectors, almost to the verge
of ruin. I can give actual figures regarding
those who occupy pastoral lands to show
what they suffercd by this legislation.

At 5.25 p.m.,

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) drew attention fo
the state of the House.

Mr. Beepivgron : You should keep a House,

Mr. CorLiNs: The hon. member’s friends
are not much intercsted in his speech.

Quorum formed:

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member’s friends
were engaged in Committee in analvsing cer-
tain legislation that this Government are
hurriedly bringing before this Ilouse. I was
Just giving some instances to show how the
repudiation of the leases of the pastoralists
acted upon the selectors and pastoralists. Onc
selector in North Queensland has 40,000 acres
of land. This year he will have 100 cattle to
sell.  The price he will get will not be more
than £4 per head, which will mean an income
of £400. The rent extorted from him by
the Government amounts to £300, which, with
£50 for rates, make £350 for taxation out of
his income of £400. That lcaves him £50
to carry on his selection and sustain himself
and his family. Another pastaral lessoe, who

. is in practically the same position, with a
fair amount of land, will have 100 head of
cattle to sell, returning him £400. Under
the repudiation clauses of the Goverument’s
logislation which inereasod the rent almost
100 per cent., his rent amounts to £200 per
annum, His rates amount fo £30, leaving
lim a balance of £170 on which to cavry on.
That is onc offect of the repudiatory legisla-
tion of the Government. Besides the increases
in the rentals, the increase in the railway
froights is another penalty imposed ou the
primary producers right throughout the State.
In addition to the oppressive taxation which
grinds them down. tbey have these other
penaities. which are doing more to injure
this industry than anything else, and arc
doing more to cause unemplorment than
anvthing olse. 1% s all caused by the adminis-
tration of the present Government. Then
we have the fixing of the prices of products.
We know that, when the farmer was in the
position to get a fair recompense for his
work and make up for some of the losses
which he sustained during the drought and
in other ways, the Urice-fixing Commissioner
cameo. in. and prevented him from obtaining

[Mr. Green.
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a just reward for his labour. The price was
fised and the farmer could get no more than
that, whereas we contend that he should get
the world's parity price. Thoe Government
fixed the prices of the products of the dairy
farmer as a sop to the city workers. The
result of this kind of policy has been to
bring unemployment and distress into the
homes of the city workers as well as into the
homes of those whose products they seized.
We know that the leaschold legislation of the
Government has prevented settlement. In a
great State like Queensland we should allow
the farmers to own the land, because, when
they realise that they are developing their
own property, they will improve it and will
greatly develop the State, and that will bring
prosperity to the State as a whole.

Mr. Portock: The frechoid policy has not
developed the land along the North Coast.

Mr. GREEN: I would like to read the
objective, from the platform of the Labour
party, which was carried at the Australian
Labour Conference sitting in Brisbane on
12th October, 1921—

“ The socialisation of industry, produc-
tion, distribution, and exchange by—
1. Utilisation of industrial and par-
liamentary machinery.
2. Organisation.
3. Nationalisation of industries, ete.”

Mr. Corrins: You are not quoting it
correctly.

Mr. GREEN : In the face of that. are the
(Government sincere in propesing to pass a
measure for the benefit of the farmers of
this State? There is a sinister intention
behind it. I feel sure that members sitting
\ on this side of the House will be
[6.30 p.m.] in a position to show the sinister

movement behind the legislation
submitted to the House this session, rot ouly
{0 the farmers but to all the pcople of
Queensland. That is the policy of the Labour
Government, though the Premier will not
admit it, and though he refuses to answer &
straightforward question concerning it. In
his poliev speech some year: ago he said—
“ Our political programme is stated
in the plainest of terms. and our election
promises are consistent with the prin-
ciples of that programine, and we ma,lfe
every effort to carry them into effect.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Quite truc.

Mr. GREEN: I am quite sure it is quite
true. It only bears out what I have already
cnid—that this programme is introduced fo
cateh votes at the mext clection, simply to
cidebrack the electors, and is a sinister move-
ment to gull the farmers and lead them to
dostruction rather than to help them.

Right throughout the Premier’s s;)ecch and
in speeches of other members opposite, refer-
ences have been made to the present pros-
perity, as they term it of this greab State
of Quecensland. The Premier alluded to it
when he said—

“To take another
prosperity which cx
And also when he told uwe—
“The figures I have quoted give an
indication of the prosperity of the State.”
Yot it is only a few days since he was paint-
ing a doleful picture ot the finances of
Qucensland, and saying that great care
would have to be taken in administration if
the State is to weather the storm and save
itself from financial destruction. It does

item to show the
in Queensland.”
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scem surprising to me that, in the face of
the actions of the Government during the
last twelve months or two yvears, the Premier
can get up and talk of the prosperity that
exists in Queensland. I would like the hon.
geutleman to ask the man in the strect—the
man who is uwnemployed, the man who is
living on doles, the man in any ons of these
homes where there is distress on account of
unemployment—I wonder what he would tell
the Premier about the present prosperity of
the State! I would like to ask the Premier
whether the decreased railway carnings and
the deficiency on the railway system indi-
Ldtf‘ that pLOspemh exists in every part?

e have it plainly indicated that the defi-
uency to a large extent is due to decreased
allway ea,rnings and we know that that is
70 to a large extent of North Queensland.
And yet the Premier and others talk about
the prosperity that exists in Queensland. 1
would also ask why deflation, why retrench-
ment, why lengthened hours for public ser-
vants, why reduced wuges, why many other
devices are being resorted to by Ministers
controlling the varjous departments to save
expenditure on the public service? These
are the true index of the prosperity or other-
wise of the State of Quecensland; there is
no better way to ascertain whether Queens-
land is prosperous or not than by looking at
these facts.

The Premier pointed out three different

things in support of his statement regarding
the prosperity of Queensland. 1n the first
place, he referred to the margin of profits
in manufacturing industries, which he said
were higher in Queenbland than in auy other
State. 1 am very much surprised that the
Premicr of a Labour Government should
point to the high profits obtained in manu-
facturing mduatues by so-called cupitalists
in order to substautiafe hi arguinent as to
the prosperity of Qucensland. Apart from
that, whilst those figures may appear signifi-
eant, uevertheless, 1 you put againse thowe
pmﬁts the cxcessive taxation which we ha
to pay in Queeusland, they will be consider-
ably reduced, and it will be found that we
are in a far worse pesiticn than the people
in any other State.

The Premier alen sajd that Queensland is
the only State in the Commonwealth which
shows an inerease in oversea cxports. To
~ubstantiate that argument, the hon. gent
man p icked out one year—1last year—in which
the fazveurable position of Qucensland was
largcly due to the export of wool. Pre-
viously the wool used to go to New South
‘Wales, and in the Commonwealth statistics
was credited to New South Wales rather
than to Quecensland, I have gone back
further, and taken five years to give a fair
Lnfnegate to show the position of Queens-
land as cc nparod with the other States. 1

find from Kuibbs 7 that the increase in
the various States duving those five years
Were—

South Australia 200 per cent.

Western Australia
Victoria

Tasmania

150 per cent,

143 per cent.

117 per cent.
Gueensland 87 per cent.
New South Wales 30 per cent,

Queensland is the second lowest on the list—

Queensland the richest State of all—the State

that produces, or should produoo more pri-

mary prodt 1vt< than any other! Her increaso
in five years is less than half that of South

Australia, with a smaller population.

112 Jewy. ]
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Another argument which the Premier made
in support of his assumption of the prosperity
of Queensland, and to refute a statement
made by the hon. member for Oxley, was
that there was more actual unemployment
to-day in Victoria than in Queensland. He
cavefully avoided saying thut the population
of Victoria sas twice that of Quuenshnd
According to the latest ¢ Knibbs ™ returns,
the percentages of unemployment in  the
various States during the last quarter of
1921 are—

Victoria
South Australia

5.9 per cent.
.. 6.
‘Western Australia ...

1 per cent.
8 per cent.

Queensland .. ... 11.3 per cent,
New South Wales ... 11.9 per ceut.
Tasmania 16.7 per cent.

There also the statement of the Premier is
\r\f"tad by actual figures, from which it will
b scen that Qumns]and has almost twice
the unemployment of Victoria in proportion
to her population.

Hon. W. Foreaxn
sense |
My, GREEN: The Premier also said—
“ T consider that the greatest amount
of p)ospultv in a country is disclosed by
the Savings Bank deposits.”

There T differ from the hon. gentleman. I
Iioid that Savings Bank deposlt% do mnot
indicate the prosperity of the State. My
cotteution is that, if the people have confi-
dence in a State. and in the stability and
prosperity of a State, they will not hoard
their money as Savings Bank depesits, but
will invest- them in ipdustries and other
activities which will give them a greater
voturn on their money.

Mr., Kimmway: If there is no meney in the
banks, how can they invest it?

My, GREEN: My coutention is that the
seople who have money will invest it if they
are sure of the prosperity of the State in
which they live.

Swrra :  Absolute non-

I want, alsc, to refer to the statement of
the Premicr—that direct taxation is not paid
Ly the whole of the communits. Surely the
hon gentleman has a short memory regard-
ing that circular which he issued some years

ago, when he said that it was the producer
'-11(1 the worker who suffercd because of the
burden of taxation resting upon the people

I would also refer him to
resolution which was carried
ic Australian Labour party in Melbourne

on 10th September, 1921—
¢ After  diseussing  the Budget pro-
i Tho ce Irs:l oxeentive of the Aus-

ced to the fol-
lowing motion :-=That this executive con-
demns the now faxation proposals of the
Foderal Goverzmeoent cold-bloode:
attenupt to balance thk @i 1].\( expendi-
ture by placing oppres==ive burdciix on the
shoulders of the pmplo.”

pavty ag

ny a

Who are “the 1)9(\*)10'7” Those gentlemen
would wddmit, if they were not pilaying a
political game, that the burde n of taxation

dons rest heavily upon the people as a whole

We nd bere and say f‘mt it Jdoes rest ou
the shoulders of the workers and of every
sdividual in this great State; that excessive

stion ties up industry, retavds develop-
nd prevents employment belng pivel

to workers, vesulting in their hring thrown on
the unemployed market and in bringing

Mr. Green.]



188 Address in Reply. [ASS
distress and want into their homes. In view

of that resclution, it will be interesting to
analyse upon whom the burden oE CHCEIH IV
toxation m Queensland rests.  Wo are told
over and over again that the land tax i nog
haid by the farmer or the small man—that
1% is the big man who has city properties

ard other large arcas who peys 1t. Our
returss show that £4.839 persous pay land
ta Of that numbsr, 14,u42 pay iand tax on

~atues below

9500 4.375 pay on iand valuea
below £1,000; and 3, 02*' ou land valued below
£2.000. That is. out of 24.339 peraons, there
arc £2,243 who pay the tax on léad brlow
the value of £2.000; while the balance of
2.506 persons par it on land valued at over
£2,0:50.

Mr. CoLLins
tion they pay.

Mr. GREEN: That
av oall. A sanall max
is, perhaps, o heavier
than o heavy tax on

Tell us the amount of taxa-

no differencs

a small dndividual
burden and penalty
5 another individual.

Then ot we ook et the income tar. There
are 29,098 pevso.s wwho pay income tax., Of
those, publie corvants number 5,633, and
employecs 10,333, a total of 15,966, or more
than half of the number paying the ta

Mr. CoLLins: the

makes

anroa

Give us amount lh(,‘y

r. GREEN
5 primary
342 king a
only 3.191 \xho

Business people number
producers 3,900 industrics
total of 25,907—and leaving

are evidently capitalists or
e of indepeudent means, and. men who
cannot be clasod as © workers” under the

new definition given by the
to hoint out  what f‘mL
« to those
1916-1817.
the position we
due to the
Hy, 1 consid
the dreadful financial ad. mm\tmtmn <>‘ the

Premier. | wang
incrcased tfavation
m'mr«‘d with the
have told us
the nt

m at

vrevest Govevameant,  The war had been in
progr for w0 yvears in 191617, Iy the
intervening  pericd,  the  popnlation  has

inereased by 10.3 per cont; but. meome
tax has increascd by 2 3.7 per ¢ont.. 2nd now
falls on the shoulder of tho cmployees of
this State.

Mr. Farrroy -
ig. wealthy n
would not fig

the

not;

it dars
1, who hs
for ih

it falls largely on the shoul-
ces of this Bizre,  The land
+d Ln Focen When this

it falls on the
o the moncy and

Mo, GRS
eunlos
increa

dors of
tax

o power, there was

; the ‘mm o* iv has been

Ty v thermn  The itor tax hes
¢ L 43,4 por cond., stainp duiy by
'1‘05 i pev ce bl and Heedses by 2.6 per eont.

The total divect taxation at the present time
in Queendand veaches the immense figure of

£3.662.672, which ha: to be by the
«inall population of this Stete.
Tt wms look at these taxation {fiour: from

the point of view of the population.
with over 1.E00.000 neonle, has di
2o £3 546,83

Victovia

g 10 35

fend, with only half that populat

Placed prastically the seme anount of direct
taxation on its people. ITow can any indus-

try progress with such a rdon as that rest-
unon it? Is it to be wo dersd of that
industries arc not started: that there is no
employment found for those who are unem-
played ot the presont time. when industries
arc penalised to such an oxtent? 1s it to Lo

[Mr. Greca.

ing

EM

BLY.| Adriress vn Beply.
wondercd at, whea primery produccrs have
to carry such a burden, that l[ll‘ are unable

vlnp and employ the surplus labour (A
Houth Aust a, with preciic

+ the nopu m o[ Q‘wmv ard,
taxation has s people

upcn
wae of only £ 5
1%, that the p
preseut thme 13 due v
We are =0 "’!Ldﬂv opprossed b
due ohiefly to the
«‘\hlbzrul Ly this Adminsiration dorving the
vast seven vears, They are now endeavour-
ing to mak mends for their past mi-deeds,

tho burden of
yaderciunia’’

1o

but I am afraid that, so {or the people of
rhe State ave concerned. if too lat . snd
they ave going quickls to their doon.

Let w1 look the public detr fu

'. wecnslund i L(L wd f\um 1515 1 19
n\ 41 ver cent. st in New South W

it has increa md onlv 2“ per cent.; o Vie-
toria by 33 por cent.; in Son*h Australia
22 per crnt. s Westorn \u stralia 32 por oot
and Tasmania 42 pui cont. Queensland i
the van and feading the svay i thix
respect.  The public debt per hud,d in the
difterent States is—

o

£
New Sonth Wales 78
Vietoris 61
(Quecr ~Lm 1 104
South Australia .. TR
Tasmania .. 81
Western Australia ... ... 124

The Labour Administration in Western Aus-
tralia was ponsible for the large amount

in that & t(.h‘:
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man has exhausted the time allowed hin:

under the Standing Ordoers.

My, WINSTANLEY (Quecnion): I have
listened with & good deal of attention to ths
speech made by the hon. member for Towrn--
ville, in which he charged the Government
with  window dressing, and  with  having
sinister m(,.nos, and T have concluded that
everrthing he said was disto or he wae
not "'IV ng the whole truth.

Mr. Krrr: They ars Flnibbs's fizur .

Mr., WINSTANLEY The hon.
only quoted those figures that suited b
rurpose, aixd he kept the others in the |
ground,
1

riber
own

saek-
which is tantamount to telling a half
h. and we are told that—

“A lie that is half the truth is often
the blackest of lies.”

The kon. member claimed that evervihing
that had been dono in ihis Steio prior fo the
advent of the present Covernment s done
by the Libersl Government, and referred ror
the r«.!'m\ B z:n'l the dev-lopment work that
on to o sas

had walen p Y
that there « 010 5000 miles of railway con-
stracted in the State, The effeet of this con-
struction of those railwass has really not beeis
to dev e'op the State for the benefit of the
whole of the people, but for the henfit of the
few.  These 5,000 miles of railwa hav.
enhanced the value of the land wherever the
lines have been constructed.

Mr. Kerr: Do you think the Quoen
railways arve well set out?

Mr. W I\%It NLEY : If thev are not well
set out, previows Governments are responsible.

The construction of the railways has not
resulted in the development of land where they

nd

hav> been so constructed, and it has l‘lelph‘d
the land speculator, and the land jobber
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inlinitely more than the people as a whole.
We n rot go ve

ry far for an example,
There is any amount of d, =nd
nobody can deny i, along the North Coast
i and other railway lines, which is
undevelopcd. It is as Nature left it and as
man {found it when he first came into
Queensland.  In many instances it was
sequired for a mere song, and the people
who porsis it stiek to it and keep it out of
use, and do not allow anyone elsc to use if.
Along the North Coast line people have
taken up land at the present time, and in
order to get to that land they have to go
through private lands owned by other people

splendid it

for which they want anything from £10
920 per acre, and on which there i3
anding scrub.  Again, theve is a rail-

fine from o Street to M a
canee of twelve \nth a train scrviee
and nigh passenge tie,

wnd other traflie, and yet the line is nob a
paving concorn. Why? For the resson thet
ir Corit mou to resume the privare land along
ot an it costs to make the railway,
hi It cost, until ctornity, interest has
By the resumption of these lands.
mn to the enhanced volue
ovwners of lavd, a ‘nvm]ful of
beneflited by the construction of the
and have been enabled to sit down
{ have an income for which they have meve:
@IV any return.
Wr. KErr: The price of resumurion is vof
part of the capital enst of the reilway.

Mroc WINSTANLEY : Of course it is.

Mr. KErr: 1t is nothing of the kind,

Mr, WINSTANLEY :

raifway.

oiven 11’\

people

1t is charged to the

Mr. Wemr: Nothing of the kind
Meo WINSTANLEY: I am 'furm‘ia\d at

an ex-cmplevee of the Railway Department
ke the hon. member for ¥noggera making a
totement ke that. The price of resumption

1led o the capital cost of (1 railway, on

which incerest hax to be paid until rede: aptiou.
This ='ate of things docs not umoTy to this
live but fo a numbrr of oihier lince.
AMihough there are nearly 6,000 miles of
vatlsy nos construcied in  Quesnsland,
thore is 1o thaa an average of 200 acres of
land urder cultivation for cvery mile of
railwar constructed.

M. BDwanis
ible for

Your Government is largely
that,

10

Mr., WINSTANLEY: There are about
26,000,000 acres of 3 a‘r(\ land in Queensland
a¢ the proseai nnd not 1.000,000 acr

ander "nltn

llicns of pounds have
Iyren speut on the construetion of railwavs,
but the Stote as a whole hws never wot

fficient vot urn for the smpmz(mu‘.'o of that
woney, That 3¢ what hen, members opposite
wnd  for.  They ;nﬁ for being able to

money cut of frechold lund ‘mtcvd of
it oto and octting some return
Ther are not concerned as to whom
mele the money out of =0 long as they
et it. That is what is taking place in Quecns-
ad at the prosent time,

The hon. membeor for Townsville took excep-
tion to the efforts mede by this Government
to compel pecple who act the
manger o use the ond or lot sons
wie 1t That bes had some cffect
not had the effect that v2any peopls thouzht
it would have in that particular divection.
The bedrock question in Quecnsland at the
prosent time is the land question.  Some

ha dv clse
hut it has

(12 Jurv.]
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neoy )m
onle

ant

when they get hold of land, do not
vafe it, but hoid it for speculatxon in
ipation of enhanced values They do not
any use of it. There can be no
w=nving that fact.
The hon. member for Townsville also dealt
wih land taxation and income taxation, and
aquoted figures, but he did not quoto the
mount that was paid. Anvone who know.
hing about land taxation, knows fhd‘r the
- pays infinitely more then the couniry in
lund taxation. The land taxation on a quarter
vcre city allotment in Brisbane is more than
the tax on any 100-aere farm in the country.
The cities have to pay the land tax

Mr. VOWLES :
farmer cannot.

They can puss it on, but the

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If a distortion of
fact of that kind is fair, 1 do not know what
i unfair.

A great deal has been ssid during thi-

lubate about socialisation. I well remember
ih‘m, when nationalisation became the objec-
vive of the Labour party, the very sumc
‘atemonts were made.  The supporters of
hen, members opposite went about quietly
+oiling everybody that nationalisation meant
hes heir home 1d their favims would be
e from them.  Buat the people are not
cunily scared and upset by that kind of thing.
Mr. BuspBINGTON: Give us a
vhat socialisation means.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Scarecrows are taken
little notice of, especially when put up by
an hon., member like the hon. member for
Drayton.  Something hazx been said about
the unemploved. ’T‘hn grcat bulk of the
uremployed  are mo'lppwrmrr through the
Government {inding them work, and that is
what really troubles hon. members opposite.
They are out to exploit the uncmployed and
make them -a stalking-horse to use against
the G(,velnmer\t Tf hon. membeoers opposite
can find anything that will be useful as a
stick to beat the Government, 1t is good
cnough for them to use, The unempioyed
are disappearing, and it is rather a vemark-
bie fact that the people who talk about the
unemployed object to them having something

definition of

to cat. I should like to occupy a further
cuarter of an hour in dealing with the
atements made by the hon. member for

Townsville, but, as f01ty minutes is the time
allowed on the Address in Reply, I will now
deal with matters which are of much more
importance.

I listened with a great deal of interest to
the Governor’s Speech, and I am sure every
woinber of thixs House did the same. His
xcellency is to be commended for his cnergy
travelling throughout the Iength and

breadth of this State, and for the

|7 p.m.] efforts he has made to come into
close coptact with people foliow-

ine various avocations in life, and to learn
from personal experience how they live and
move and have their being in parts of the
Htate lono  distances from the metropolis.
Everywhore, so far as I can gather, he
created a wrv fine lmpression in the minds
of the people he talked to, and his conduct,
sympathy, kindly consideration, and helpful
words have given them the impression that
he is deeply interested in their welfare and
wellbeing. Wherever he has been the people
who have expressod an opinion about him
have always said that he was well worth

mecting, well worth listening to, and really
interested in this great State of ours. It

Mr, Winstanley.)
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secrus to e, in the words of Tennyson,  but the Department of Agriculture undertools

that— to take charge of the cotton in Brisbane,
“ He bears without abuse the grand gin it for the growers, place it on the

old name of gentleman.”

I think both the mover and seconder of
the Address in Reply are to be commended
for the way in which they made their
speeches and stated their cases. The hon.
member for Oxley expressed his very deep
sympathy with the mover of the Address in
Reply, but it struck me before the hon.
member had gone very far that the mover
of the Address in Reply was not in any
need of sympathy. If anybody needed sym-
pathy it was the hon. member for Oxley,
for the simple reason that he filled about
five pages of “ Hansard’ and took up prac-
tically half the time allowed him for his
specch in replying to and in endeavouring
to refute the statements made by the hon.
member for Leichhardt, and he did not
succeed very well after all.

The question of cotton-growing was men-
tioned in the Speech, and has been mentioned
by most hon. members who have spoken on
the Address in Reply. Cotton was grown in
Charters Towers nearly twenty years ago.
At that time an association was formed there
called the “ Cotton Growers’ Association,”
and quite a number of business people inter-
cated themselves in getting a npumber of
selectors outside who were dairying and
grazing to plant from 10 to 30 acres of cotton.
They did so, and proved very conclusively
that an ¢xcellent cotton fibre could be grown;
but the help and sympathy they got at that
time were such that they were not eu(oulcwed
to go on. There was no guaraniee from the
Government of the day, and the Government
did not do anything to assist in the market-
ing of the crop. The consequence was that,
after the cotton had been grown and sent
down here, the result to the grower amounted
to only 3d. or 3Ld. per lb. for seed cotton.
which, after paying for picking, did not
leave the growers a sufficiently large margin
to encourcge them to continue to produce
cotton. Lownvox the experiment went to
show that cotton of a very fine quality can
be produced prolifically in the Charters
Towers distriet, and if there had been any-
thing in the shape of a guarantee as there is
at the proesent time, I am quite satisfied that
that divtriet would have been a large cotton-
growing centre af the present. However,
small areas have been planted from time to
time, and quitc a number of settlers have
catton growing there now., At the present
time  the people 12 Charters Towers are
celehbrating  their jubilee, and among the
exhibits at the show is a very fine «display
of cotton produced from a plot on the Burde-
kin. and although it has not been very well
enltivated, there is a very fine crop of cotton
there.,  There is an abundance of suitsble
land in the district. The climate is =uitable,
ard the nfall iz such that cotton of a very
fine qualitz will grow. so I am hopeful that,
with the help and assistance the Governme
ave giving, cotton will be one of the things
that ‘»'il help to revive Charters Towers.
A good deal has bein said in reference to
the “Qovernm ent, and hon. members opposite
do mnot secm to be prepared to give them
crocit for anvthing ther have done.  As
matter of fact, th would have been
or no cotton grown in Quecnsland during
the past two wears had it not been for the
given by the Government. Not
only did the Government give a guarantee,

[Mr. Winstanley.

cusrantee

market, and then hand back to the growers
any sulplus over and above the advance that
was made when the cotton was received.
The Department of Agriculture are to be
commended for what they have done in this
direetion.  An expert from the department
is going to Charters Towers to confer with
the peoplc thore, give what instruction he
can, and give them the assistance and
nncomugonﬁont which they nced to set them
going in this industry. T was more than
suxprlqed at the remarks of the hon. member
for Windsor, because, as a general rule, the
hon. member is very str alghtforward and fair.
But in this particular instance he practically
refused to concede that the Government had
done anything to give encouragement in the
growing of cotton, although the facts are
dead against him. In this connection the
hon. member for Oxley had something to say.
The hon. member said he did not know if’
he were talking to anyone who came from
where the cotton-mills exist in Lancashire;
and if the other things he said during his
speech are no more reliable than what he
said about the manufacture of cotton, then
not much Importance can be attached to his
remarks. I do not want to misquote the hon.
member or misinterpret what he said, s¢
perhaps I had better quote from his speech.
He said—

“I do not know if any hon. member
opposite has ever visited the Lancashire
mills, but I can tell this House that the
manufacturers as a rule each handle onc
length of staple in the process of manu-
facture. Al their looms and machinery
are set to handle that particular staple.
and they will not buy any cotton that
does not come up to that stadard.”

I say without any hesitation that that is
absolute rubbish. If is not common scnse.
If he had said that they were made to deal
with one quality there might have been
syme truth in the statesaent, beeaunse 1t iz
well known that the machines on which they

spin the coarser cottons for shecting and
similar material are different to th which
are required for the finer fabrirs. Tt so

happens that I have lived in the cotton-
manufacturing districts in Lancashire and
have been thmug‘q the mills. It is absolute
nonsense to say that they cannot snin any-
fhmq but one length of fibre. What the want
is a long fibre, because a long fibre wi'l spin
o finer and ¢ tronger thread than a short one.
Common sense shows anvone that, without
being an expert. Whilst at the present time
there may be quite a number of varieties of
cotton grown in Queensland, the Department
of Agriculture is doing its best both to prevent

discascs being introduced, to get the best
cotton that can be produced, to get » long
staple cotron. and supply the growers in the

varving districts with the best varfets of
sond that can be obtained, I am satisfied
that in this direction the Department of
Agriculture is doing good work. ard T helieve
that. under fair and average cond h‘rvo.xx there
is a futurc for cotton growing in Queensland.

T read s statement in the pancr this morn-
ine that the cutpnt of cotton this vear is
something like 520,000 bales less than the
outnut last vear. It iz well known that. from
various ¢ .. cotton production has fallen
off. particularly  in  the TUnifed  States.
Qurensland  cotton. as compared  with the

bulk of the American cotton. is just iike
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scoured wool compared with greasy wool.
American cotton is nearly always dirty, and
oftentimes exporters from America have been
charged with putting dirt into it to make it
weigh heavier, because it is sold by weight.
There can be no guestion about the quality of
the cotton produced in Queensland. I notice
in this morning’s * Daily Mail” that in
Lismore action is being taken by the muni-
cipal council in regard to cotton manufac-
ture. They say that they have been in
communication with a firm of English manu-
facturers, who have offered to build spinning
mills and weaving sheds and bring expert
workers out to train local labour. The pro-
babilities are that, if it can be shown that
cotton can be grown in large quantities in
the Commonwealth, we may sec great deve-
lopments in that direction. If Tnglish manu-
facturers arc as anxious as they have led us
to belicve they are to purchase their raw
material within the Empire, instead of hav-
ing to depend on foreign countries, as they
had to do during the war much to their dis-
advantage. I feel sure something will be done
to encourage cotton production in Queensland.
I am glad to think that some of the places
that have been lagging behind are going to
be benefited. ~Charters Towers has been a
prosperous mining centre in the past, and
has helped the State along in various crises
and times of distress. Some £27,000,000 worth
of gold has been produced there, but that
has become practically a thing of the past;
and, if something in this direction will help
other industries to keep the town going, it
will be advantageous not only to Charters
Towers, but to other parts of the State.

I have previously touched on the question
of unemployment. It is rather remarkable
that, while hen. members opposite take
every opportunity that presents itself
to try and sheet home the blame for unem-
ployment to thie Government, their friend,
the Prime Minister of Australia, Wil-
liam Morris Hughes, has been going
through Queensland and other parts of
the C‘ommon\walth stating that the depres-
sion which exists In Australia is due to causes
over which no politicians or Government
have any control. He said it was due to
world-wide causes, and was the aftermath of
the war, and that no Government could solve
the unemployment problem in a moment’s
time. It secms rather a strange thing that,
while he is saying that over the rest of the
Commonywealth, hon. members opposite are
trying to put the blame on this Government.
He also went on to say that, in spite of the
depression which exists, the people in Aus-
tralia are better off than those in any other
country of the world. T certainly think that
is true—I am prepared to give Mr. 1Tughes
credit when credit is due—because. while we
have suffered and arve suffering at the pre-
sent time, and are all anxious to see a betber
state of affairs brought about, it is well
known that the conditions under which we
Jahour in this State are due to causes over
which no Government have any control.
Evervbody knows. for instance, that. 1f men
Wmlmd for nothmg in the mining industry.
there is no market at the present time for
metals. Those are things over which we have
no control. It is stated to be the duty of the
Opposition to oppose and discredit the Go-
vernment in everything they propose. They
have tried, but have not succeeded. There
can be no question that during the past few
months the Government have done something
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very tangible to reduce unemployment in this
State. They have found work for hundreds
of men, our seasonal industries have also
started work, and the unemployed are dis-
appearing very fast. In spite of what may
be said as to there being thousands of
unemployed in Queensland, 1t is well known
that the unemployed have been for some time
a diminishing quantity. The Government
have left no stone unturned to bring about
this improvement.

Something has been said in_reference to
our exports, and in this direction the
workers generally are often blamed and

their faults pointed out with regard to their
inefficiency ‘and lack of interest in iheir
work. It is pechaps as well to remind hon.
members opposite that the employers are
by no means free from fault in this direc-
tion. In reference fo our export trade,
there is a great deal of room for greater
cfficiency in regard to the preparation of
the goods that we want to export. Visitors
from Java and Singapore—and Trade Com-
missioners over there are supposed to advise
Governments in the Commonwealth on these
matters—have time after time pointed out
that  Australian exporters, immediately
there is a demand for their goods, have
begun to take advantage—and sometimes a
mean advantage—of their customers, by
sending them goods which "are not up to

sample. They submit a sample, but, when
they execute the order, the goods are a
long way below sample. The goods they

send are not put up in an attractive way.
and the consequence is that they fail when
they have to compete with the outside world,
and get away from the shelter (of the
Australian tariff and stand on their merits,
and sell their goods on quality and good
appearance, or not sell at all. Tt is well
known that we can manufacture guite a
number of things that we are not manufac-
turing at the present time except for show
purposes.  During the last week or two
wa have scen a number of Australian pro-
ducts displaxed in shop windows in the
city. I saw a lefter in the paper. written
by a gentleman who stated that he went
into onc of the shops to buy one of the
articles exposed for sale, but, when he got
into the shop, he was told it was not for
sale. and that it had practically only been
made for show. Unless we can manufacture
articles in  sufficient quantities to supply
people who want them, there is not much
good in making them. If they are only to
ba made to advertise and show what can
be made, but are not for sale, it is of very
little use. I certainly think there is room
for improvement in this direction, and, if
Australia. is ever going to become an ex-
porter of other things besides meat, wool,
butter, and cheese, they will have to take
up the same stand as the exporters of those
things have taken up, and see that the
quality of the goods they offer is quite up

to sample. If they leok after the quality
of the goods. there is not the slightes:
doubt that they will find customers. There

are big markets within easy distance of
Australia if we only supply the right goods,
and of the right quality.

I listened with a good deal of intercst to
the various statements made in reference to
the Government’s efforts on behalf of the
primary producers. We hear a lot about
the advocates for the primary producer on
the other side. but some of them scem to
think theve is only one class of primary

Mr, Winstanley.]
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producer. Most. of them refer to the farmer
only, and some of them refer only to the
dairy farmer as the only primary producer.
My contention is that the primary producers
cover a wider spherc in Queensland than the
tarmers. The miner is just as much a
primary producer as the farmor.

Mr. FrY: We
wlways said so.

AMr. WINSTANLEY : You have done noth-
ing of the kind. There is no hope of
wembers who talk like that ever sitbing on
ihis side of the House, because they only
‘opresent a scetion of the community, and not
2 very big section at that. The hon. member
for Bowen has often pointed out that the
sugar-growers represent a large number of
the pwplo of the State, and yet nothing is
said in their advecacy by hon. members oppo-
RE for the sugar-growers, It has often
puzzled me why hon m(\mboh opporite uis-
represent the Government’s attitude in this
direction.  The hon. member for Drayton set
outr to damn the scheme proposed by the
Government for the benefis of the primary
producers; but, liks the prophet of old, he
set out to curse, but remained to bless. In
spite of what the hon. mewmber says, he knows
that a number of his own supporters have a
foolm«r that there is something in the Govern-
ment schéme and that is why they favour it.
The hon. member for Drayton wants to be in
the position, if the scheme is a success, of
beine able to say, “ 1 did 15" or 1 was
one ‘of those who instituted it.”  The hon.
gontleman states that he suggested the idea,
\\hen th&, question of fixing the price of the
farmers’ products was belng discussed ; but,
ulfhough he suggested that, it had no more
affinity and no 1ore connection with the
‘(Glovernment, scheme than it had with
the coming cclipse.  The hon. gentleman
wants to be
idea.” and, if the scheme is a =success, he
wants to claim credit for it. 1f, how:\‘(‘r,
the seheme fails, the hon. member wants to
be in a pesition to say, “ Didn’t I tell vou
it weuld be a failure?” or “Didn’t I tell
vou not to have anything to do with it
it al 2117 The hon. member caunot have it
both wars,

ATy, DMBBINGTON :

all know that, and we have

If you are nobt gomg to

inftvence the prices, you will ot do any
rond Eor the farmer.
VINSTANLEY : As a matior of fact,

Alie farmors themselves will have to decide
v the scheme is going ta be a success
m' o hother "1t will fail. The rosponsibility
i1l be on their shoulders. The Goverrment
m\l do all they can to help the farraer, but
the responsibility must rest on the farmoevs
thomenives, and they must be preepared to
do things that sometirncs they are noet vesdy
to do mow. No one will question the fact
that the farmors, as a general rule, by their
~urroundings, their environment, and their
isolation, brcause of the diffieultics under
which fhey labour, and because they are misled
br the hon. wmember for Drayten, are not
casy to organise, and not always ready to do
the things they should.
My. BessineToN : They feed you too cheaply.
Mr. WINSTANLEY: However desirous
the farmers may be to treat these questions
as non-political, the hon. member for Drayton
and others make it a political question. If
the hon. member for Drayton and other hen,
members of the Country party had the
intevests of the country at heart, they would
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say that this should not b a political ques-

tion, because the intercsts of the country are
<vr(ator than politics,  If they put “heir
pu,Judlccs on one side for the time being

and supported the scheme whoh‘}('ntedl
then it could be made a suceess,  Hon, mien
bers opposite have taken un le position of
the Pharisees of old, who st id, < Can anv good
come out of Nazareth But a lot of geed
has come out of Nazareth, and a Jot of good
things have come from the Labour party.
It was contemptible to hear an hon. mewmber
say  that the (;()\e.hmmu had a sinister
motive behind the scheme, o suggest a
<inister motive is most contemptiblo.
Mr. BessixgroN: That was because of your
])z‘.st politica’l actions.
. WINSTANLEY : It is much better to
0} )pOa(/ a thing right out than trr to dis-
it it by saring that there is something
ister in the proposal. To do it in that
way is ore of the most discreditable things
a man can do, pariicalarly when it comecs
from a man who pretends to be a strong and
loyal advocate for the class he represents.
The hon. member for Drayton and others
might ponder owver the attitude they have
taken up. I am glad to notice that the
Covernment recognise that, if any lasting
veform is fo come, it will be through the
boys and givls. and thloLwh the agricultural
cducation which is being given to them. I
was pleased to see rofelcnco made to it in
the Governor’s ;:poocn because it Is from
that source that good will come in the very
near future. There is no question about it
that this Government have spent morc money
upon technical education and agricultural
education than any other Government that
over existed in this State. but hon. members
nppOﬂtO are not preparcd to give us credif
‘or anything at all. I want to make rofer-
ence to ‘-omothmn that was said this after-
npon about the losses the Government made
in their various trausactions. One cxample

+hat was put forward will be sufficient ‘o <how
that they were all wrong and guite mi ding.

My, Frerener: It was abs

The SsczeTary ror Mixk
\vrol}g.

Mr. WINSTANLEVY: The hon. member
said that the Govermment purchased o bat-
tery on Charters Towers for £2100, and that
they practically lost £2,160 over 1 As a
mattor of fact, the engine and boilers can be
sald for £2.000 any day in the weck.

The SecreETaryY FOR MINEs: We were offered
£3,000 the weelk after we bought it.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That battery has
enabled quite a number of people to go out
prospecting, and to get their ore crushed in
Charters Towers. 1t is the only battery
working on Charters Towers, and it still
keeps the place as & mining field. One can
only come to the conclusion that thesc state-
ments are put forward carelessly and with
indifference, but the Government need not
be afraid of anything that is put forward
by the Opposition.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): On behalf
of the people of Port Curtis, I should like
to express appreciation of the visit of His
Tixcellency to that district. I think that the
people throughout all Queensland are apnre-
ciative of the great work His Txcelleney has

olutely correct.
It was quite

done in travelling throughout the land
gaining first-hand information as to the
resourses and possibilities of the country

and learning the conditions under which the
people live and meeting the people person-
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ally.  The Imperial Government showed
uncrring judgment in selecting His Excel-
lency as Governor of this State. He is a

great power for good in the
[7.30 p.m.] land, and I think that not only

is he an excellent Governor, but
he is also of considerable assistance to the
Administration.

1 should also like to supplement the remarks
of the hon. member for Townsville upon the
great loss the State suffered in the death of
sir Robert Philp. No more honourable, no
more patriotic, or genuine, or sincere man
ever occupied a seat in this House.

RoxovraBLE MeMseRs: Hear, hear!

Mr. KiIRwaxN: At any rate, he stuck to his
principles—I will say that for him.

Mr. FLETCHER: He did a great deal for
this country in an honest, unostentatious
manner, and, having known him well, I say
that I do not think there has ever been any
worthier or better citizen of this State than
Sir Robert Philp. The State can ill afford
to lose such a citizen.

The Premier the other night said that we
had a great heritage. Undoubtedly we
have. What we make of it, and what our
destiny is to be, depend upon the energy and
the wisdom we display. For “As we sow,
s0 shall we reap’”; and this applies to the
State just as it does to the individual.
Production and population are the two great
vital factors in our progress. Thev are the
gateways to our prosperity, and the fortifi-
cations for safeguarding and defending the
White Australia policy.

Let me deal with production first. In
referring to production 1in England, we would
think of manufacturing and industrial affairs.
In Queensland, when we speak of production,
we mean primary production, because this
is esszentially a primary producing country,
and therefore it is our bounden duty to
assist the primary producers in every prac-
tical way, because, unless they are pros-
perous and thriving, it is quite apparent
that we, as a Stute, cannot get very far
ahead. If the farmers and primary pro-
ducers are successful, that success is reflected
throughout the vrest of the community.
Production creates -wealth, and it is from
wealth that all cur blessings flow. All our
humanitarian legislation, our good wages,
our good living and working conditions—
all these come from wealth, and the greater
our wealth the bettor can be these con-
diticns of life. Therefore, if we can assist
the farmers, it is undoubtedly our duty to
do so in every sound and practicable way.
When the Premier ouilined his agricultural
proposals at Laidley, it was seen that the
scheme was really the collection of progress
or producers’ asscciations, converging into
district councils and then converging into
the main council, and I said then that I
thought the scheme an excellent system of
organisation. The fundamental principles are
good, and I have advized the farmers to join
up with the scheme. because I believe that
it may be conducive of a great deal of good.
How it will develop and what the outcome
of it will be is quite another matter. and
I <lo not want to deal with that now. Thero
are, no doubt, motives and details that will
have to be examined. I have no fear that
the primary producers of Queensland will be
gulled inte voting for the Government be-
cause they have introduced this proposal,
when they have their own representatives
here to look after their interests. I do' not
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think for a moment that the position will
be affected; the farmers have too much
common scnse. However, I shall have an
opportunity of dealing with this question
on the second reading of the Bill, and I do
not propose to deal with it further now.

In fertility and productivity I tiink this
State far surpasses any other in the Com-
monwealth, From Cape York right to the
Southern border the land can' be advan-
tageously used for some purpose or another.
The great natural richness of the soil and
our great resources in production have
allowed this Government, with all their bad
administration, to carry on. It is the great
natural wealth of the country that has
enabled us to carry on notwithstanding the
prodigious waste .and extravagance of the
Government. The loss of money that has
been thrown away is colossal, and still we
are able to carry on. But there must be a
temporary financial depression coming, be-
causc it is quite impossible for so much
money to be wasted and so much to be spent
unproductively without its being felt, and
the Premier knows that that time is
approaching. We cannot get away from it.
1f we had had good administration, with our
wonderful resources, what a wonderful posi-
tion we could have been in to-day ! Consider
what our great resources are in primary
production—sugar, wool, meat, butter, wheat,
coiton, fruit, and all other agricuitural pro-
duets, and timber, and our great mineral
resources, and what wealth they produce. It
is becsuse of these great assets that the
country has lived despite the Government.
1t is a beneficent Providence that iz respon-
sible, and no credit is duce to the Goveorn-
ment, as the Premier would have us believe.
I wish to deal with these produets one by
one, taking sugar first.

What a wonderful asset it is, when you
think that we are practically the producers of
all the sugar consumed in Australia. And
the fact that it is all consumed in Australia
is a very great advantage, in comparison
with other products, because it mcans that
vou can control it from the grower to the
consumer, giving a falr deal to all. It 1s
much easier of stabilisation than any other
product, and it is the stabilisation of our
primary industries that swve have to aim at.
Thercefore, when we have one industry which
it is fairly casv to stabilise, if is cur bounden
duty to sce it done; only foolish people would
contend otherwise. When you see the com-
parative ease with which the sugar industry
con be stabilised, T do not doubt for a single
moment the future of the industry; and, if
the agrecment is not renewed—I think it
will be—something else will have to be done
to put the growers on very much the same
parity they cnjoy to-day, because it is impos-
sible for us, as a primary producing country,
from a White Australia point of view alone.
to allow it to fail. When you think of the
wralth that Queenzland is preducing i1'*1 this
way 2lone, you sece the great assot it Is:
and as the population and the produpction of
the Commonwealth grow, so shall we increase
our production.

Then, wool. We produce wool of a_quality
unsurpassed in the world, and the industry
can be greatly advanced still.  The first
session I was here I outlined a drought-
resistance scheme for application to Central
and North-west Queensiand which would be
of immense advantage to the State. I still
say that that scheme is absolutely practicable,

Mr. Flctcher.)
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but it would have to be started on a small
beginning and built up. It is absolutely
necessary that we should lay the foundations
of a drought-resistance scheme if we are ever
to carry a big population. What remarkable
natural reserves and resources! I do not
wish to reiterate what I said when I out-
lined the proposition, but I repeat that there
are great possibilities in the 1dea.

On this subject, too, I want to say some-
thing about the dingo pest. This is a
matter that has been neglected. We are
paying £1 a head for dingo scalps. and
vet they are increasing instead of decreas-
ing. There are many tracts of land on which
at one time shcep were produced, but which
are now devoted to the raising of cattle
sclely on account of the dingo pest. I sug-
gest that the Government offer a prize for
the best scheme for their eradication, because
I have heard of many excellent schemes
from people in the West who have practical
knowledge of dealing with this menace, ani
it is quite possible that by this means a very
efficient scheme might be brought to light.
The destruction of our sheep by dingoes is
very considerable, and the evil has also the
effect that it stops people from extending
into the remofer parts of the State for the
purposes of sheep production.

And then there is cotton. Queensland is
eminently suited for cotton-growing—more
suitable than any other State, whilst it has
been proved most conclusively that we can
grow cotton equal to ary cotton produced in
any other part of the world. It is to be
hoped that the guarantee will be renewed,
but even if it is not renewed, with all the
information that has come to us from all
sources—and most reliable sources, too—it
looks as if, with the gr-at shortage of
cotton throughout the world, Qucensland is
going to benefit exceedingly. The Govern-
ment take credit for having done something
in regard to cotton, I say they could not
have dong very much less. The Cotton
Growers' Association in Lnghnd guaranteed
£10.000, and the Government accepted it,
and gualantend a price of 5id. per lb.
That has been exhausted, and the Govern-
ment probably will lose a sum of
money on the cotton which is now being
produced. That money has been cxcellently
spent in giving a start to a new 1ndust1y
We want to do more on those lines, such as,
by giving a subsidy of 1d. per lb. on the
export of all frozen pork or bacon, to give
an impetus to the pig-raising 1ndustry In
regard to cotfon, the disalbilities to which
the hon. member for Oxley referred at the
ginnery, and other disadvantages under which
growers are labouring, will be removed when
we get into our stride. The farmers have
not yet learnt the best methods of produe-
tion, and neither have we perfected our
arrangements yet. I have no doubt we shall
build up a very much better product as we
go along.

In dealing with unemployment, we have
endeavoured to meet the situation by the
payment of doles, which amounted last year
to the sum of £174.000. In a young, pro-
ductive State like this, there should be no
unemployment. It is not right to go on
paying those doles when there is a way out
of it.

The HoMe SECRETARY : Tell us the way out.

Myr. FLETCHER: I will tell the hon.
gentleman a way out, if he has the ability
and the energy to take advantage of it. Select
from the unemployed all the men who are in

[Mr. Fletcher,
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any way suitable; take them to the big arcas
which are available around Clermont, ana
put them to cotton-growing. You cannot
give them farms and ask them to start by
themselves, as they do not understand farming.
You must have supervisors and organisers and
a big man at the head of affairs, and organise
it hke an army. You will have all the men
growing cotton on behalf of the Government.
Possibly, it will be an expensive way of
growing cotton; but you will be teaching
those men, and great numbers of them can
take up that land as they learn something
about its culture. I am quite sure the
Government would not lose on the proposi-
tion. How much better wouid it be to spend
moner in that way than to go on paying
doles? It is humlhatmg for any Government
to pay doles in a country like this. In the
time of the Roman Empire, when Julius
Casar came back after visiting Gaul, after
the civil war, he found the army had been
disbanded outtlde Rome, and the soldiers
were receiving doles of corn. He stopped it
at once, took them into the country, and
started new provinces by settling the men on
the land. That is what you want to do to-day,
and cotton furnishes the opportunity.

The Home SroreTaRY : What happened to
Julius Ceesar might happen to me, too.
(Laughter.)

Mr. FLETCHER : I do not think it would,
but 1 am quite sure the hon. gentleman
can do as I suggest, if he has the necessary
cnergy and ability. You must have splendid
organisers to control the scheme, That would
be the secret of its success, and you would be
giving the unemployed a fresh chance in life.

The butter industry is another wonderful
natvural advantage we possess. The climate
here is better than the climate in any other
State for the production of butter, and it
is one of our finest industries. But I think
it can be improved in many ways. The
herds require to be improved; transit facili-
ties must be made easier, crcam-testing
arrangements made adequate; and drought-
resisting schemes instituted in the localities
where that can be done, This organisation
which the Government have inaugurated is
going to be helpful to the dairy farmers in this
respect, if conducted and controlled properly.

The HHowme Secrerary: Do you really
believe that, at any given moment, when
there is dislocation in the meat or mining
industry, the Government can solve those
problems by putting people on to cotton
farms?

Mr. FLETCHER : You can, if you have
the imagination and the ablllty to do it.

The fruit industry is another which is of
importance to Queensland. We can grow
any tropical or other kind of fruit here.
Unfortunately, great numbers of soldier
settlers have been settled on fruitgrowing
farms on inferior country. The Beerburrum
land cost £35 an acre, and when it was
cleared it was found to be the poorest land
in the State. There are about 400 settlers
there to-day, and hundreds have given up in
despair. Others, having spent their £625,
are just eking out an existence, waiting for
the time to come when they shall have to
abandon those farms. The Land Settle-
ment Committee were a body of inefficient
and incompetent men, or they would not
have agreed to put those settlers there,
when there was so much wonderfully fine,
productive land on which they could have
settled them. The men at Beerburrum have
no alternative but to grow pineapples, and, if
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there is a glut of pineapples, they are doomed.
We must have mixed farming—some other
alternative to fall back upon. A board con-
sisting of the most capable and experienced
men should be appointed immediately. The
secret of success lies in the class of men you
appoint to the board. The board must go
round the settlements, and put them on a
sound foundation, so that the men will have
a chance to make good. Even if £1,000,000

£1,500,000 kas to be written off, it would
ba mhmtely better to write if off now and
start afresh. It is heartbreaking for those
men to go on as they are doing.

The meat industry to-day is in a parlous
state, and is a practical illustration of what
vcuid happen if all our primary production
fell into the same state. We would have no
ircome; we would have no wealth; we would
1ot be able to pay our way. We are abso-
lutely dependent upon our primary produc-
tion. It 1s a difficult matter to remedy the
state of affairs existing in the cattle industry.
Possibly, we might get some form of pre-
ference in England by asking the British
Government to vesivict the importation of
foreign meat to two-thirds, to give Empire-
grown meat a chance. We can reduce costs
ws much as possible. In the Argentine the
cther day they reduced the rents on the
grazing rights by 50 per cent. In Queensland
we increase them by 50 per cent., and make
them retrospaoctive for six years—a most
iniquitous thing. Hundreds of small men
have to pay those retrospective rents, and
are not able to do it. I know men who owe
the money and cannot possibly pay it. The
Government are not responsible for the fall
in the price of cattle. It is a very good
illustration of the fact that we depend on
the law of supply and demand; but when
the supply overtakes the demand you have
trouble, The Imperial Government should
give Empire preference; we gave them pre-
ference,, and they should help us. I think,

also, it would be a good thing if the Govern. -

ment gave a subsidy of 1d. per lb. for any
meat that is chilled and arrives in IEngland
in a chilled condition. That would be an
inducement to men to go to the expense and
trouble of trying to take the meab home in
a chilled condition. If the Ctovernment had
to spend £5,000,000 in the granting of sub-
sidies in lepeCt of chilled meat and pork,
and other new industries, it would pay in

the revenue that would be produced, and
the men that could be settled. I have
outlined some of our principal primary

industries, and the great wealth they pro-
duced, which enables us to carry on, and
which" would enable us to do wonderful
things, if we had the necessary vision and
energy.

Now, as regards the second great factor—
population. We have 1,000,000,000 coloured
people encircling the northern part of Aus-
tralia; yet this country has an area of nearly
800,000 square miles with a population of only
about 800,000, or one to the square mile.
The natural increases of the population and
the natural inflow into Australia are not suffi-
cient. The population is not increcasing fast
enough. If these 1,000,000,000 people in the
East should become westernised and modern-
ised like the Japanese have become during the
last twenty-five wears, and they start to
expand and look to Australia, they will
see that Queensland—the most northern State
—is empty. Quite naturally they might want
to come here. Mr. Hughes stated that our best
defence is to people the land. We should be
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doing something, and not talking about it.
The Premier stated in his Qpeuch the other
night that we should increase the population
of the State, but nothing has been done by
the present GO\ ernment in regard to Immi-
gration. It is said that we have uncmployed
here to settle on the land. Well, the Govern-
ment are incompetent if they cannot deal
with the unemployed. If we want to help
the country forward, it is alsolutely necessary
that we should get as many immigrants as
possible to come here. If tha Governinent
nad the statesmanlike qualities to see things.
as they should see them, they could remove
the difficulties in the way; but they just
go serenely along and do not try to overcoine
any difficulties at all. In the Governor’
speech there is a paragraph on iramigration:
stating that this Government is ‘‘zecalously
co- opemting‘ with the Commonwealth Go-
vernment but . . . All the words after
the word * but” absolutely disqualify what
is  said about ‘‘zealously co-operating.”
Really nothing is being done at all. When
the Premier was at the Premiers’ Conference
in Melbourne last Ociober, he was absolutely
silent on the question, notwithstanding that

it was o.e of the big matters that was
debated there,  The Premiers of Western
Australia, South Australia., and even New

South Wales had some suggestions to maks
and somce concrete proposals to put forward.

The SECRETARY ror Purric LaNDs: That is
untrue,

Mr. FLETCHER: Although
were made whereby the British Govern-
ment  and the Commonwealth and the
different States were going to share the
cost of bringing out immigrants, the Promier
of Queensland was absolutely silent. He
kas said that the lands in the Upper Burnett
are for our own settlers, but how long is it
going to take to scttle those lands if we are
going to depend on our own settlers? It will
take years and sears and years, and in the
meantime the country’s population is not

The

proposals

ircreasing,

reason why the Burnett
scheme has been delaved so long is simply
because the Premier would not agree to

immigrants coming there, and the I’rime
"\Imrfcr would not agree to finance the under-
taking for domestlc “settlement. It was out-
side his province.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
of the kind.

Mr. FLETCHER : It is absolutely correct.
The Government could have got the money
long ego if they had brought forward a sound
immigration scheme, but nothing was done.
It is quite likely, if big schemes were
developed, that you could not get sufficient
immigrants from Great Britain.  There
are some people who say we should only
go to Brifain for our immigrants; but we
cannot afford to do that only; we cannot
wait. We should take immigrants of a suit-

able character from the (,onfmo ut of Kurope.
\w have many group settlements here of
nien  from  Continental countries: who are
cxcellent settlers in every respect. In my
Qistrict there are many German settlers, and,
although we fought Germany during the war
—for which those mei are not responsible—
they have proved themsclves excellent Aus-
tralians, and arce bringing up their children
as excellent young Australians. I might refer
to the scttlement at Baffle Creek, where the
settlers came ten years ago.

Mr. Brexy:xN: Don't
votes.

Nothing

smoodge for their

Mr. Fletcher.|
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VMr. FLETCHER: I am not. They fought
through the greatest hardships and dizabilities
and won through, and they are in a fairly
comfortable position to-day. These settlers
went through difficulties that many Lnglish
sottlors and even sctilers in this country
would not have tackled. They settle down
in group settlements far more readily than
other persons. These people arc good Aus-
tralians and come under the British flag;
and if we treat the people from the Continent
with fairness. equality, and justice, they will
appreciate the British Tmpire. We cannot
depend entirely on Britain, but must go to
the Continent as well {or our lmmigrants.
It is by increasing our population that we
are going to overcome our _diﬁicultws and
reduce our burdens. Production and popula-
tion are the means by which taxation can be
reduced and the railways made to pay.

Mr. PEASE: Why is your party complaining
about the Italians coming here?

My, FLETCHER : They are not complain-
ing. It is quite possible that we shail have to
do something in regard to the creation of new
States before long, not merely by making
speeches, but by earnestly considering the
matter and doing something. We have an
enormous arca in Queensland, and by govern-
ing it from omnc cormer we cannot gt the
development that we should.  YWhen you
think of how America has developed by
its division into small States, one¢ sees
the possibilities in the creation of mnew
States in Queensland.  We have go‘od har-
bours along the Queensland coast, with rail-
ways running inland from those ports, so
that the State could casily be cut up nto
three States. I think that this is bound to
come. But we shall have first to put our
own house in order, and place our firances
on a real sound and solid basis before we
attempt anything of the sort. The New
States movement will have to come. In
Central Queensland we have the city of Glad-
ctone with its port., the second best in Aus-
tralia, and one of the very best in the world,
ard it is possible on its fereshores to build
up a very fine city. It ¥ the best
climate along the whole of the Queensland
coast, and it would be a splendid place to
build up a capital for Centrsl Queensland
and to build up manufacturing interests. Tho
fact that the legislation of Queensland is
carried out from this little corner is out of
all proportion. Take the Gulf couniry to
which the hon. member for Burke referred.
The Gregory and Nicholson Rivers are
perennial streams, and settlement is possible
along their banks, If we had a new State in
the North, with the hon. member for Towns-
ville at its head, probably he would develop
and settle the Gregory River country. I hope
the suggestions I have made will receive the
carnest consideration of the Government, and

that they will do something practical, especi--

ally in regard to unemployment.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brispane): I have listened
with a great deal of attention to the specches
delivered by hon. members opposite.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS:
rubbish.

Mr. KIRWAN: ITon. members opposite
are past-masters in the art of decrying this
State. I listened with feelings of regret
this afternoon, as an Australian, to the
hon. member for Townsville engaged in a
campaign of slander and deliberate misrepre-
sentation of the actual position of this State.

[Mr. Fletcher.
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The SPEAKER: Order!

{8 p.m.]

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Don’t say that again.

Mr. KIRWAN : I will say it again.

_ The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
is not in order in accusing an hon. memboer
of deliberate misrepres ntation,

Mr. KIRWAN: I defer to your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, and withdraw. I put it down
to his want of knowledge, which should
certainly not characterise an hon. member
oscupying his position. If the statemonts
made by the hon. member are correct, one
would expect to find him selling out his vast
line of business, and getting down to New
South Wales, whers his friends have recently
got the reins of government, or going to
Victoria, where his party have boen in power
during the whole of the political history of
Australia. But, instead of doing that, T am
informed, on the most rcliable authority,
the hon. member has extensivily extended
his business oprrations, and has put a great
deal of fresh capital into it.

Mz, BrexnaN : He has bought six new sheps.

Hon. J. G. AppeEL: He is a good business man.

Mr. KIRWAN: The programme outlined
in the Governor’s Specch is a varied and com-
prehensive one,  Reference has been made
alrondy by hon. members to the Bill dealing
with one of the important primary industries
of the State—that is agriculture. It is rather
strange to see a party which alleges that the
Bills which have been outlined by the Premier
are practically an embodiment of their policy,
offering strenuous opposition to them. The
worst thoy can allege is that there is no
business in the proposals of the Government.
The position that they regret is that at last
there is a party holding the reins of govern-
ment in Queensland who are prepared to
carry oyt their policy. I have a recollection
of hon. members who sat as members of the
Ceuntry Liberal party behind the Denham-
Barnes Administration pretending to the
primary preducers of this State, and the
farmers in particular, that they exercised a
wonderful influence over the deliberations of
that Cabinet and the laving down of their
policy so far us their legislative programme
was concerned. I remember alio the intro-
duction the Sugar Cane Prices Board Bill and
T recollect that Bill going to its sccond read-
ing. I have a distinet recollection of the then
Opposition—the T.abour party—offering to sit
all night to put that Bill throneh, and every
hon. member representing the Countre Liberal
party voting to throw the Bill into the wuste-
paper basket, and leave the cancgrowers of
Quecnsland to th-ir fate.

Mr. BeBRINGTON: You are incorrect.

Mr., KIRWAN: I am absolutely correct.
I remember distinctly the ex-Promier of this
State—the late lamented T. J. Ryan—rising
in his place and offering to sit here all night,
and the hon. member for Drayton, the late
hon. member for Mirani, and the hon.
member for Burrum—Lieutenont-Clolenel Ran-
kin—voting in a division to throw the Bill
into tho waste-paper basket so that they could
gzo homz. I have a distinet recollection of the
attitude adopted by hon. members opposite
when their, friends next door cut out the
main principles of the Stock and Station
Agents’ Produee Bill—a Bill which was intyo-
duced for the purpose of protecting ths
primary producers.

Mr. BeseiNeron: What good is it now you
have got it ?
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Mr. KIRWAN : The Bill was brought back
to this Chamber and thrown into the waste-
paper basket by the Government at that time,
and the country Liberal members had not
sufficient mﬁuence to 1insist on those two
measures going through. Now that this
Government arc going on with their pro-
gramme, so far as the agricultural industry
15 concerned and in view of what they have
done for the sugar industry, I think the
primary producers of this State have got
faith in them; and, if we can take any notice
of the sgatements mad> by hon. members
opposite, the thing that is troubling them
is that this Government are going on with
their programme. The hon. member  for
Drayton and a few morc on the Opposition
benches, when this Government puts its policy
into opomtion w#ill, like Othello, find their
_occupation gone.

The Speech also makcu. reference to a Com-
mission Agents Bill. That is a Bill that has
been asked for by the firms of this cits
who are interested in that class of busines
They are anxicus and desirous that the public
should be protecied, and meinbers of tha
reputable firms of this city have no objection
to the provisions which will find a place in
that Biil.

As a motropolitan member, T am vory
pleased that tli» Government are determined
to do something in connection with the Bris-
bane tramways. I am not going to diseuss
the Bill hers or the principles that have been
cutlined. 1 prefer to lrave that until the
sccond reading of the Bill is befere the House.
and its provisions have been fully explained
by the Minister in charg:.

The promised Bill to amend the Workers’
Compensation Act is another illustration of
the desire of this Government to do some-
thing to assist a large body of men who are
engaged in an cccupation which, unfortu-
nately, wrecks their health and makes con-
siderable inroads on their capacity to carn
a livelihood for those who are dependent
upon them. The Government are out to see
that if men sacrifice their health and
strongth in following the occupation of a
miner, their children, at any rate, shall
be protected to the extent of being guaran-
teed that which is necessary to provide them
with a reasonable education, so that, when
they are thrown out on the world, ther may
start the battle of life without a handicap
as compared with children more fmtunate}y
circumstanced.

The Sccretary for Public Lards is to be
congratulated on the position that he has
talkken up and the policy that he has per-
sistently advocated 1n reference to forestry
conservation, and I am pleased to sce that
a Forestry Bill is to be introduced. Those
of us who have studied this question as it
affects other countries of the world, Lknow
that there is much fo be done, and whether
the Minister’s term of office be long or
short—I trust it will be a lengthy oue—it
will be said to bis credit that he is the
Minister who laid broad and deep the foun-
dation upon which the TForestry Bill was

based, and on which forestry conservation
in this State was actually established.
The hon. member for Toowong last even-

ing complaired bitterly about what he termed
the deliberate misrepresentations of hon.
members on this side regardirg the party
oppesite.  Imagine hon. members opposite
complaining about misrepresentation, delib-
erate or otherwise! Let us hark back to the
war. Let us remember when hon. members
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opposite gaid that members of the Labour
party were disloyalists; that we were
traitors, end that we were in receipt of
German gold.  All these things were alleged
against us, and hon. members opposite
claimed to be pure, thoroughbred patriots.
Now, when they get a dosz of their own
criticism, they arce not gawe to stand up to
it. Those men who hurled these insinuations
about members of this party being engaged
in these deep-laid schemes ought not to
complain when they get back—not innuen-

does, not untrue accusations—but statements
founded on the deliberations at their own
conferences. At any rate, I can admire

Brigadicr-General Thompson for his courage
in standing by the statement which he delib-
crately made at one conferenca. Ho said in
cffect

‘¢ At any rate, I am not going to tone
that down. I stand for the policy I
Jave outlined.”

That is the policy that has rccently been
put into operation on the Rand by the
TUnion Government of South Africa.

Myr. FrercHer: Do you stand for
policy?

your

KIRWAN:
this ]f)dltw.

Ay, YOWLES :

Mr. DBrewNax:
do, too.

Mr. KIRWAN:

I stand for the policy of

Sceialism !
Communism—the farmers

I want to call particular
attention to the respective parties, and

want to quete, as a withess, a ]Oulndl pub-
lished in Queensland, which cannot by any

stroteh  of 11vmp,ndhon be accused of pro-
Labour sympathy. The Brisbane ¢ Sun,”
after the © No-confidence ” debate was con-
cluded  last year, made this remarkable

comment—

* Towering over the Opposition leaders
in debate were the CGovernment cham-
pums .

“In ﬁueensland to-day we are forced
e “1”11“ 1w to assert that the Opposition
lacks 10&(‘10rship. It is standardised
medioerity, They have no leader who
is as imposing or as powerful as the
Premier, and the leader counts more
than anyone LlSO in saving his army
from dﬂﬂlmntlon

In fact, I might read a very apt descrip-

tion which was given of them by the present
political hlg‘l priest Calaphas of their party

—1 vefer to the Prime Minister of the Com-

monwealth. ¥e described the party opposite
in 1914 as—

“ A mixed and worried crowd of dere-
licts sitting on a raft in mid-ocean,
speaking o1l languages and only agreé-
ing on one thing—that they must nob
ba knocked off the raft. . . . They
have no common ideals, no great prin-
ciplm which can bind them together.

. They are men who have gained
what notovicty they now pos ssess through
their strenuous Jenunciation in the past
of what they now espouse. They
are not politicallv alive. They are like
a shipwrecked sailor on a hencoop.”

Tion. members opposite arc the lineal
descendants of their predecessors. They have
a great deal to say about communism and
socialism. 1 venture to say that, if an
examination paper were set by one of the
University professors with two simple aues-
tions—* What is communism?” and ¢ ‘What
is socialism ?”’—there is not a member of the

My, Kirwan.]
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Opposition who would get 5 per cent. of the
marks. One hon. member opposite said that
the Labour party believes in the socialisation
of industry. Another hon. member imme-
diately followed him and talked about com-
munism. Anybody who has studied political
economy—anybody who has studied the great
writers on theose two important subjects—
knows that they differ entirely, and that a
man can be a socialist without being a com-
munist, and that a communist is a man who
decries socialism and has no time for it. But
the statements of the hon. member for Oxley
and other hon, members who shriek about
communism, and who trust and hope that now
—not by appealing to the sound judgment or
good sense or the reasoning faculties of the
majority of the electors, but by raising some
‘bogey—they will possibly secure possession
of the Treasury benches, remind me of a
lecture deliverad by Mr. T. A. Seymour,
M.A., of the Queensland University, under
the auspices of the Brisbane Chambet of

Commerce, and reported in the ‘‘Daily
Mail ” of 27th July, 1920. The report
states—

“ FEARS OF SOCTALISM.

‘“ Many of our people, in all classes of
society, through the lack of early train-
ing, through the thwarting of the normal
and proper development of their person-
alities, have become the prey of abnor-
mal and neurotic fears, I have con-
versed, for example, with wealthy men
in this and other cities who, whatever
the subject, however appropriate or in-
appropriate the reference, kept harking
back to the fear of socialism and extor-
tionate taxation. Their souls werd no
longer free; they lived in the thralls of
vague terrors, as infantile in this as is
the savage who hides so cravenly from
the menace of the wind.”

I want to make particular reference to a
point raised by the hon. member for Too-
woomba in the course of his speech. Deal-
ing with the criticisms of hon. members oppo-
site against the Governor’s Speech and
against the policy of this party, he made
particular reference to the attitude of the
Melbourne daily papers to the farmers’
appeals for a wheat pool, or other measures
which would enabkle them to get something
in the shape of a fair return for their pro-
duce. Strange to say, the same attitude
was adopted by the Melbourne leading jour-
nals towards the Farmers’ Party there by
referring to these schemes as something akin
to syndicalism. The Melbourne *‘ Argus,”
which is ultra-Tory, and perhaps one of the
most reactionary papers published in Aus-
tralia, referred to the suggestion regarding
the farmers’ application for a wheat pool
as bordering on sovietism. I am pointing
out that, so far as the opponents of reform
are concerned, their tactics are the same,
whether they were opposing the demand for
the abolition of slavery in America, or oppos-
ing the introduction of that great Reform
Bill which did so much to spread political
liberty in England—I refer fo the Reform
Bill in England of 1832—or whether they are
opposing the Labour party in Queensland
to-day, who are endcavouring honestly fo
place their policy and principles before the
people of Queensland. The same old tactics
of misrepresentation, the same old tactics of
appealing to the fears of the people and not
to their judgment, are adopted. The hon.
member for Oxley, after referring in a rather
sneering manner to the speech of the mover

[Mr. Kirwan.
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of the motion for the adoption of the Address
in Reply, devoted half an hour to answering
it. The hon. member, in the course of his
speech, wanted to know what the Govern-
ment had done to encourage investors in
Queensland. He took up the cry which has
been taken up by the Opposition, both in
this House and outside, through the organs
which espouse their cause, that, as a result
of the policy of this Government, investors
are fghting shy of Queensland, and that,
generally speaking, the State is not making
that progress which would be made if hon.
members opposite were in possession of the
Treasury benches. The strange thing about
it is that not one of them believes those state-
ments, and neither do their followers.
Going down Elizabeth street the other day
1 looked up at the business which is run by
the hon. member for Oxley, and I wish him
every success. 1 was glad to know that he
does not believe in the * stinking fish > atti-
tude that he takes up on the Opposition
bench here. What did I see on his premises?
The notice, “ Removing shortly to larger
premises.”  (Goovernment laughter.) The
hon. member gets up on the front Opposition
bench—the latest acquisition to the Country
party—and tells hon. members of this Chan;’
ber and the publie, through “_Hansa}‘d
and the Press, that the State is bpmg_rmned,
and vet he has done so well in his short
time in Elizabeth street that he is compelled
to seek premises across the road, twice the
size of his previous premises, in order to deal
with his increasing trade. I have no doubt
when the Labour Government comes back
after the next election the hon. member will
have to put up 2 three- or four-storey build-
ing to accommodate his increased trade. The
hon. member for Townsville indulged in the
same tirade. T have looked up the Towns-
ville “ Bulletin” of the Tth instant, and I
discovered that the Townsville Show was 2
record so far as attendance was concerned,
the largest concourse cver seen in the show-
grounds in Townsville being seen there, not-
withstanding the depression in the mining
industry, and in spite of the fact that we
have had a Labour Government in power for
seven years.

Mr. Greex: They cheered up because they
have got a new member.

Mr. KIRWAN: I want to deal with the
position as far as the introduction of new
capital into this State is concerned, and to
<how that, notwithstanding the attitude
taken up by the Opposition, the people who
have money to speculate for investment, and
who are out to look for good security, are
operating largely in Queensland to-day. I
find that the Melbourne ¢ Age’’ states—

“Tn Melbourne it is noted that there
is a resumption of investing in Queens-
land securities, and this is taken as an
indication of confidence in a turn of State
politics which will result in Parliament
being less hostile to capital than it has
been in rvecent yecars.”

In the ¢ Daily Mail” of 10th March last
I find this statement—
“ BuiLpinG REVIVAL.
“ MoRrE PROPOSALS.
“Bre¢ Crry STRUCTURES.
“These operations are not by any
means confined to firms with their head-

quarters in Queensland. Organisations
with their head offices in Sydney and
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Melbourne are even more active in their

enterprises for embarking in business in

Brisbane. . . .”
Mz G. M. Dash, who is well known by
virtue of his connection with the successful
flotation of the war loans in the past for
the Commonwealth, has, on behalf of a
Southern syndicate, offered the sum of
£50,000 for the Queensland Deposit Bank.
That goes to preve that the gentlemen who
have that money to invest in Quecensland are
prepared to buy outright one of the most
successfnl banks in Queensland in connec-
tion with the business transactions which
that bank is noted for.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : They think there is going
to be a change of Government.

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. gentleman
always comes 1n with that old hackneyed
phrase. He told us two years ago that there
was going to be a change of Government,
and he told us six years ago that there was
going to be a change of Government, but the
Government still stays here, and so far as
the people in the South are concerned, not-
withstanding the fact that hon. members
opposite are continually decrying this State,
we find the people from the Southern States
arc inclined to spend their money in Queens-
land. Mr. T. €. Beirne is recognised as
one of the shrewdest business men in this
State, if not in the Commonwealth. Quite
recontly he converted his drapery business
in‘o a company with a capital of £1,000,000.
‘What are they doing just adjacent to Mr.
Bewne's premises in the Valley? They are
erecting an up-to-date theatre there. Will
any hon. ruember tell me that these people
expeet anything but success in their new
ventures? I was walking along Wickham
street the other day, and I was pleased to
se2 @& new firm had come into my electorate
—Mesrs. Barnes, Limited. (Laughter.) I
noticel that they have built a most imposing
structire there on the most up-to-date prin-
ciples. All the windows were resplendent
with ¢ll the latest fashicns for ladies and
gentlenen, who were invited to come in and
buy from the immense stocks inside. Does
any hon. gentleman wish to tell me that the
firm oif Barnes, Limited, composed of very
shrewd business men, who know the value
of everr shilling and every pound-note, start
in busiress in the Valley, fill their premises
with larre quantities of goods, and employ
a highly cfficient staff of assistants to whom
ther haw to pay the award rate of wages,
just for te fun of the thing?

Mr. BiENNAN:
booming hem? (Laughter.)

Mr. KRWAN: The firm of Barnes,
Limited, wre quite weclcome to any boom
that I give them this evening. I am pleased
to see then starting business in Brisbane,
despite thy tactics of the Opposition, and
despite thc statements made by hon. mem-
bers oppodte. I am pleased to see them
sink their money in Queensland, even
although tiere is a Labour Government in
power.

Mr. G. I. BARNES:
sider the cnditions.

Mr. KIRVAX : It goes to show that some
people did not do too badly out of the war.
I have an extract here from the ¢ Daily
Mail >’ of Lith April, 1922. Mr. T. C. Beirne,
one of the members of the Queensland local
board of te Australian Mutual Provident

Are you being paid for

We have also to con-
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Society, in speaking at the annual meeting
of the society held in Sydney, said, in refer-
ence to the business in Queensland—

“The Queensland branch has put up a
very good record, our new business for
the ordinary department having again
exceeded the million, and that for the
industrial department being a record for
the branch, while our net increase to
business in force was extremely good.
There are now on the Queensland register
34,885 policies for over £11,750,000
(exclusive of bonus additions) in the ordi-
nary department, and 26,346 policies for
over £1,000,000 in the industrial depart-
ment, The average rate of interest on
our investments continues to improve,
and the expenses of management arc at
the same satisfactory rate as the previous
year’s. We are very proud of our results,
and can safely say that no other finan-
cial institution is in a better position.
As regards our mortgages, only one small
amount of £17 was in arrear at 3lst
December last, and not only has this
been paid, but the mortgagor has alse
reduced his indebtedness for principal by

£140.”

I want to know whether, if a large business
concern like the Australian Mutual Provident
Society, with its ramifications throughout
Queensland, dealing with all classes of people,
whether they be artisans, rich pastoralists,
or successful business men, can send their
representative down to Sydney to report such
successful business as that in Queensland, it
does not show that there is undoubted pros-
perity in this State, even although a Labour
Government is in power? With regard to
the city of Brisbane, I have no hesitation in
saying that Brisbane is a great deal better
off to-day after seven years of Labour Go-
vernment than it was in 1902, when there
was no Labour Government in power. I well
remember in 1902, when Finney's removed
from their old building at the corner of Ade-
laide and Edward streets into their new pre-
mises. At that time anyone could have
obtained a shop or an office in Finney’s * Big
Block ” at the corner of those streets. If
anyone went there to-day he would have no
chance whatever of getting an office of any
description, because they are all occupied.
If anyone goes along Wickham street, Bruns-
wick street. Adelaide street, cr Creek streect
they will find all sorts of busincsses being
conducted successfullv, although they pay
high rents, high municipal rates, and heavy
taxation to the Government. Does it not
show that they must be having & good turn-
over. and must he doing 2 good business?
T find in the “ Daily BMail” of 2nd June
last a special article dealing with the trade
revival in Queensland. It roferred to the
fact that there was a  bright outlook, that
monev was plentiful. and that consumntion
had increnzed by 25 ner cent. In the ¢ Daily
Mail ? of 94fh February. 1922, further
ovidence of a revival in the building trade 1s
given in the number of projects now 1n hand
in Brisbane. Messrs. Alfred Shaw and Co.
are creeting large up-to-date offices in Creek
street at a cost of $£20.000. Queensland
Motors Ltd., Ford agents for Queensland.
vecently purchased a site at the corner of
Adelaide and Creek streets at a cost of
£14.000. upon which it is pronosed to erect
a building of five stories and a bascmen
including 100 offices, and a garden café on
the roof designed on the lines of Farmers

Mr. Kirwan.]
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Ltd., Sydney. The Australian Temperanceo
and General Life Assurance Society, Ltd.,
are now crecting, at a cost of £100,000, an
up-to-date structure of ninc stories high, at
the corner of Queen and Albert streets.
According to the ¢ Daily Mail’ of 13th
April, Mr. A, C. Byerley, sole proprietor of
the A.C.B. Drapers, has just returned from
Rouvkhampton, where he has recently pur-
chased the well-known drapery business of
Messrs. Harris (Rockhampton) Ltd., which
(s recognised as the most modern store in
Queensland north of Brisbane, representing
a capital value of over £80,000, which may be
considered a record deal in retail business
for - this State.  The well-known A.C.B.
drapery cstablishmert in the Valley has only
been in business since the Labour Gevernment
took over the reins of government in Queens-
land, and has made reveral additions to
its Valley premises, and is now extending
its operations to Rockhampton. That is
an indication of the proiperity of Queens-
land, when Mr. Byerley, who started in a
small waz in 1915, can pay that large sum
for a business in Rockhampton. Messrs.
Annand DBros., of Toownomba, have taken
over the promises lately occupied by Sherwin
and. Co., drapers, A. Gavdon, saddler, and
Andrews, dentist (says the * Courvier” of
20th March, 1922), and have made extensive
alterations.  The result is that the block will
b one of the finest in Toowoomba, having
a window display frontage of 175 feet to
Ruthven and Russell streets. Messrs, Wild-
man Bros., iron merchants, are adding con-
siderably to their premises at Ann street,
Valley (says the ¢ Dailv Mail” of 30th
March. 1922), and extending them back 100
feet from the original building to a laneway,
Two factors have induced this step. The first
was that the volume of business has so
increased that it was found imperative tc
enlarge the building, and the second was that
they have decided to engage in the manu-
facture of galvanised iron goods on a large
scale. No less than four insurance corapanics
have opened business in Queensland during
the last twelve months, one of them—the
Queernsland  Probate Insurance Company,
with a capital of £500,000, with the following
divectors:—Messrs., K. J. Shaw, E. T. Gar-
butt, Townsville; C. Bowdler, Toowoomba;
J. A. Lucas, Central District; and Virgil L.
Power. Brisbane. They are all good
Nationalists. I understand—I am doubtful
about one—Mr. Bowdler. But whether he is
n Nationalist or not, he is a man I have the
highest regard for. and T am prepared to
shake hands with him. because I belicve he
is an honest man. Mr. Garbutt is a well-
known Natiounalist in Townsville. We know
that the Australian Probate Company opened
business in Queensland quite recently, and
last year one of the leading banks in the
South bought the Bank of Queensland. lock,
stock. and barrel. The investors in Victoria
were quite prepared and ready to buv out
that banking business. and the extraordinary
thing about it is that the chairman of direc-
tors of the Bsnk of Queensland wes one of
the notoricus Philp delegation that went to
Great Britain.  We know that two of our
leading boarding-houses quite adjacent to
Parliament House—I refer to Menzies and to
Harris Court—were bought by Southern
speculators, and the hon. member for Too-
wong and other local painters and decorators
have earned a considerable amount of money
in putting them in good order in their usual
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up-to-date fashion. ({(Hear, hear! and laugh-
ter.) When thess investors frem the Bouth
are prepared to spend their money in Bris-
bane, they must feel that the investment is
safe, although there is a Labour Government
in power.

And I remember reading with some astonish-
ment a statement made by the hon. member
for Drayton, who said he came from Mel-
bourne in the train with a gentleman who was
going to purchase Menzies. If the informa-
tion he gave to that gentleman was on the
lines he takes when he writes to the daily
papers, all T can say is that T would not be
surprised if the prospective investor got out
of the train coming down the Range. T find
also in the ‘ Daily Mail 7 of the 8th of this
month an advertisement by the Western Aus-
tralian Insurance Company, Limited, who
have opened business here. We have heard a
great deal this evening——at Jeast 1 in my posl-
tion as Chairman of Commitioes had to listen
to a great deal—about the Brishane Tramways
Company. I find that for June last the
receipts of that company were £38,239 9s. 3d..
as compared with £36.866 18s. 11d. in June
of last year, an increase of over £2,000 lor
cne month. Does that show that the position
is bad in Quesnsland? Then I find this in
the “ Teleeraph ” of 11th February last—

“The December, 1921, quarterly ave:r-
agss within Queensland of the Qaecnsland
National Bank, Limited, are intcresting
because of the marked growth of ncarly
£380.000 in the deposits, as compared
with the average for the September
quartker.”

T want to point out, too, that thozs wore not
fixed depostts,

The hon. member for Kurilpa this afternoon
atterpted to offer a rather ingenious explana»
tion of the rise in the exports from Uneens-
land, as comparsd with other States. Now,
if the statement made by hon. members on
the Opposition benches were correct, we should
expect a decrease in sxports, in view of the
fuct that the Government ave alleged. by the
application of their policy, to have had a
detrimental effect on th: production of pri-
mary products. Yet the hon. memder was
prepared to quote figures showing hat the
onlr State with an inercase was Queensland.
[ say that, when you ave exporting more tham
vou are importing, you are in a better position
financially, just as a business firm with a
cash turnover greater than its liacilities is
cortainly showing an improved concition.

The hon. member for Oxley last 7ear made
a statem-nt here with the usual confidence
that characterises statements made by him.
although, in view of the fact that he has
lately thrown overboard the poltical prin-
ciples that were responsible for returning
him, is rather doubtful whethe we should
continue to give the same amount >f attention
to his statements. The statementthat I refer
to shows how far he is astray on the impor-
tant quesition of the credit of Juecnsland.
Speaking in the Logislative Assenbly on 18th
Auvgust, 1921, he declaved—

“ Any man who reasonabl faces the
situation must admit that all evidence of
confidenee (in the Governmamt) has com-
pletely gone. You heve heard of
what 1s called the Repudiation Act. I say
that that has got to be remowd from the
statute-book before the crodi of Qu ens-
land can be re-established.”

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, leart
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Mr. KTRWAN: Absolutely untrue! The
Government were able to go to America
and raisc a loan, and, if they were to go on
the London market to-morvow, they would
get another loan. This statement was made
by no less a person than the chairman of
» very important British mission that came
here, Major Belcher, and I am satisfied that
that gentleman, holding the high and impor-
tant and rrsponsible position he does, would
not make it unless he was sure of the position.
Another gentleman who recently came to this
State—a gentleman who is going to take up
a position as a disting od Anglican divine—
I refr1 to Bishop Da —made a statement
to a similav effect, which is worth quoting.
Intarviewed by the “ Daily Mail” on 25th
March last, he said—

T sunpose thera are people in Queens-
land who think that their State will not
be able to berrow moner again from the
finaneial sourerss in Great Britain, I
would like to dirabuse that view.

ssod the question of Queens-
future  relationship  with the
British financiers with the senior partner
of a firm of stockbrokers, and he fold me
that invesiors cerfainly favoured colonial
stocks for investment. The outcome of my
conversation with the stockbroker is the
beli=f that there will be no difficulty
cxperienced in connection with borrowing
money in Brifain if this State wants it.
Bui, of course, it has to be borne in
mind that [ speak #3 a layman.”

An CrpostrroNy MEewsrr: What about the
delegation?
Mr. KIRWAN: The Philp delegation

blocked the borrowing for the time being,
but, when the London investor discovered
that he was likely to have a competitor in
the American market, he very soon climbed
down. That was due to the fact that our
Premier had the courage to stand up to
him, and not adopt -the attitude which
hon. members opposite would have adopted
if they were spoken to. They would have
said, * Yes; what do you want? If you
want this Act repealed, 1t will be repealed,”
just as when they brought in their amend-
ment of the Land Act, and Mr. Denham was
approached by the representatives of the
pastoralists and told, ‘‘ You must not pass
this Bill; it is no good to us,” he and his
Cabinet, including the hon. member for
Bulimba, threw out the Bill and brought in
something else.

The leader of the Nationalist party the
other evening, in reply to an interjection by
me, said that his party never believed in
black labour. In connection with that, I
would like to make this statement. This
party can claim to be the pioneers of well-
known principles that have become accepted
principles, and part and parcel of present-
day politics. I refer to adult suffrage, to
old-age pensions, to the Commonwealth
Bank, to the White Australia policy,

Hon, W. H. Barnzs: You did not bring in
the old-age pensions.

Mr, KIRWAN: The hon. member sat
behind the Government which opposed, on
every Thursday afternoon for ten long years,
the application of the principle of old-age

pensions. I did not say we brought in old-
age pensions; 1 szid we esdvocated the
prineiple. I think my words were

“ Hansard ” will prove it—that we were the
pioneers of these measurcs. I remember the
time when we stood up in this State and
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said white men could do the work in North
Queensland, and we were laughed at. Xomn.
members opposite said, ‘It is impossible;
it cannot be done,”” Do you mean to tell
me that people of the British race, who are
noted for their colonising efforts in all parts
of the habitable globe, cannot colonise North
Qucensland? We know they have been able
to do it.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Not a man in this
House bhas advocated black labour.

Mr. KIRWAN : And I hope that the elec-
tors will continue to wipe out every man who
gets up, or who has ever got up, and said
that the kanaka or some other introduc-
tion from Asia, or some other part of the
coloured world, 1s capable of doing the work
that they say white men cannot do. It is a
wonder that Sir Henry Barwell, who is so
{cnd of advoenting black labour, did not
want to fight the war with black labour.
It is common knowledge that, when a war
is to be fought, what were contemptuously
deseribed in the American slave States as
“white trash” are good encugh. They do
not depernd on black labour to fight for
their dollars and their dividends, their
ranches and their capital. Then they ask
the white man to go out and fight for them.
But at a conference in Melbourne no longer
ago than 1907, at which Queensland was
represented by Miss Ogg, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs.
Mitchell, Mrs Leslie Corrie, Miss Dewing,

Mrs. Wilmore, Mrs. Thompson, and Mrs.
Chataway, the following resolution was
unanimously passed in favour of black
labour :

“That, while the conference approves
of the principle of a white Australia
from the racial point of view, it con-
siders that the imporfation of coloured
labour is necessary for the development
of the tropical territory.”

And 1 might, if time permitted, quote exten-
sively from the vremarks of those ladies, whe
said that since the kanaka had left North
Queensland it was not safe for the maids
to go out. that no white man could take
his eyes off his children, and that the men
who followed the occupation of canecutters
and harvesters were mostly ex-criminals.
That is the eclass of statement which was
made by representatives of the Nationalist
partv, as late as 1907, and which would be
made again were it mot for the force of
public opinion.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber  has cxhausted the time allowed under
the Standing Orders.

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): At the
risk of following in the steps of another hon.
member who has spoken to-night, T would
like to take the opportunity of saving how
much I, personally. regret the death of the
late Sir Robert Philp, Sir Robert Philp
was my first political chief. T can only say
that there never was one who had a greater
interest in Queensland. who showed greater
devotion to Quecnsland, and who had his
heart absolutelv with the people. Notwith-
standing the criticisms that may have been
levelled against him, Robert Philp was a
white man—one who helped to build up
this country and who did his best for his
country.

Oppostrion MewmBERS : Hear, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It would be diffi-
cult to follow all the remarks of the hon.
gentleman who has just resumed his seat;
but one would be very much wanting in

Hon. W. H. Barnes.|



202 Address in Reply.

appreciation if he did not thank the hon.
member for his cheap advertisement. There
is no doubt the hon. member has gone out
of his way—and, really, it seems to me to
be heaping ccals of fire on our heads—to
give a cheap advertisement to a very dis-
tinguished firm in the Valley and elsewhere.
Apparently, he is out to boom that particular
business. {Laughter.)

Mr. Kmmwan: If I call round, will T get a
new hat? (Laughter.)

Hox. W. II. BARNES: If I might be
allowed to answer that interjection, I will
say I am just afraid the hon. member’s head
would be too big. (Renewed laughter.) I
remember seeing something in one of the
Melbourne papers some time ago to the effect
that, since a certain politician got into poli-
tics, there was not a hat manufactured which
was big enough for him. I am afraid no hat
could be procured that would be big enough
for the hon. gentleman. The hon. member
for Queenton to-night challenged a state-
ment which was made by the hon. member
for Kurilpa with regard to the Venus mine.

Mr. WeiLIneTON : There is no mine of that
name.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I should have said
the Venus battery.

At 8.45 p.m.,

The Cuammman oF Comurrress (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am quoting from

%e Auditor-General’s report for 1921, page
“ Venus battery, Charters Towers—

The excess of working expenses over

revenue since mceptum (August, 1919)

was £216 1s. 8d. Charges writfen off

as irrecoverable amounted to £175 bs.

9d., and the excess of expenditure over

collections at 30th June, 1921, was

£2,259 14s. 1d.”

Mr. WiNsTaNLEY : He quoted that as a loss.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to back out of his statement.
It is due to the hon. member for Kurilpa
to correct a statement which was incorrectly
made to this House.

During this debate, some hon. members—
especially on this side of the House—have
been charged with not dealing with the
Governor’s Speech. If that were a fact—
and it is not a facl—it would be due to just
one thing—that the points which were empha-
sised particularly in the Specch were non-
contentious, whilst anything which was of a
contentious nature was clearly left out. 1
want to congratulate the Premier on having
successfully put on one side those things to
which we took great exception onlv twelve
months ago, and on his having quietly scen
that they werce excluded from the Governor’s
Speech.

He and other speakers have emphasised the
fact that cotton-growing has been re-estab-
lished in Queensland. ~ Any man who is
interested in Queensland cannot feel any-
thing but pleased at the fact that consider-
able quantities of cotton are now leaving
the Central and other districts. I want to
draw attention to the fact that there was a
time when cotton was grown very freely,
more particularly jn the Ipswich and West
Moreton districts. The only reason why its
cultivation had to be abandoned was that the
world’s market was not sufficiently good. Ab
that time there was quite a number of gin-
neries in Ipswich, which was noted for the
cotton it produced. Someone remarked just
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now that in those days there was no benevo-
lent Government to deal with it. There was
a_benevolent Government dealing with it
That (Government again and again not only
saw to the growing of ,cotton, but, as this
House iz well aware, gave assistance to the
industry.

Hon. J. G. AppEr: We gave a bonus.

Tlox. W. II. BARNES: A bonus was given
in connection with the manufacture of cotton
geods for more years than one. One is glad
to know that in this great State cotton-grow-
ing is likely to be established on a flesh and
firm basis. We can only say, ** Good luck 1’
to the men who are cngaged in the 1hduat1y

Again and again, reference to some 1mpor-
tant items in connection with the advance-
ment of the State has been omitted from
the Governor’s Speech. Some reference has
been made to land scttlement, particulrly
to land scttlement in the Burnett district,
as the result of the construction of a certain
railway. But the hon. gentleman who leads
the Government failed to take action in a
certain direction, and that action should be
talken throughout Queensland. You are never
going to have %e‘rtlement to the extent you
ought to have in Queensland until the Go-
\Oxnmen{»——who by the way, in their own
private deahnﬂfﬂ; practise it—provide frechold
for those who are taking up the lands of the
State. In connection with immigration for
the purpose of settlement in the Upper Bur-
nett district, the Premicr has practically
asserted again and again that he does not

vant lmnnrrmnts He says there are people
unomploy od in this State, and he knows that
an election is pending, and he wants to get
land in the Burnett and other districts filled
up so that he may, if possible, secure seats
in that manner. Ile is making the mistake
of his life. The people will not vote for
him. There is an old rhyme which says:—

“ When the devil was sick,
The devil a saint would be.

When the devil got well,
The devil a saint was he.”

I am not suggesting that the Premier i3 a
devil; T am only using that as a simile.
I would ask the hon. gentleman to take his
mind back to a time not very long ago when
a certain Bill was laid upon the table of
this House. When the hon. gentleman con-
templated bringing in that Bill he met the
farmers in conference in his suave manner
and said, ¢ Let bygones be bygones! Forget
all our past actions towards the producer
and the man on the land!” 'The hon.
gentleman knows that the industrial centres
have absolutely lost confidence in him as
chief, and he has now to go baiting—and
he 1is bailting very slulfully—m order to
capture the vote of the farmers.

The Howt SeCRETARY : You have not been
able to capture them.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The farmers
remember how their butter and other things
have been dealt with, and no matter how the
Premier may change his attitude towards
the farmers, there has becen no real repent-
ance on his part. He now comes along and
wants to make the public of Queensland
believe that, notwithstanding what might be
said by the hon. member for Brishane, the
chief object of the Government is to push
forward a policy, if they are allowed to
carry it out, which has even got beyond the
Premier. and which will have the cffect of
wrecking Queensland.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:

Nonsenge !
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IHon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Wurilpa and other hon. members have
shown what that pelicy is. It will be reported
in “Iansard.” and will show clearly that
the powsr behind it is the power which has
vrecked Russin, We know how great that
influence has been throughout Australia. A
message was sent from an Australian Trades
ard Labour C'ouncil to the strikers in South
Africa sympathising with the men who had
tried to wreek the South African Union.

Mr. CorLing: What rot!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is not rot, but
a fact. I believe that in Australia there was
a bond of sympathy with those men in South
Africa, and if it had not been for the awful
position which existed in connection with the
change of Government in New South Wales,
the same policy was going to be adopted in
that State and throughout Australia generally.

The hon. member for Horbert referred to
the sugar industry.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Fe knows
something about it, too.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: T know something
ahout it also. This Government. since their
accession to office, have not built a single
sugar-mill.

Mr. Prasg: You
{Opposition laughter.)

Hox., W. II. DARNES: I was responsible
for the contracts that were entered into in

would not allow us.

connection with the erection of the South
Johnstone and Babinda mills.
The Howme SECRETARY: You were not

responsible. The Commission which inspected
the localities recommended their crection.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is quibbling. A Bill was brought in
by mo authorixing the erection of two mills.
Certain sites were advocated in certain dis-
triets, and the Commission took them in a
certain order, and they were built in that
order.

_The Premmr: They sclected the wrong
site for the South Johnstone Mill.

. How. W. H. BARNES: I rejoice in hav-
g a very wide outlook in connection with
Queensland, and no man has a right to be
associated with the public life of the State
unless he takes a wide outlook. I would
remind the hon. member for Bowen that,
when there was trouble with Mr. Drysdale
with regard to a certain contract, or failure
to sign an agreement, I left this House
while it was in session to go North, and I
succeeded in gelting from Mr. Drysdale a
very big refund for that particular district.

The HOME SCORETARY: Private enterprise
does rob the farmers then?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I have known
other people who do not believe in private
enterprise who have robbed people. I am
not saying whom—I am speaking broadly.

The Howme SECRETARY: By the produce
merchants in Brisbane?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man wants to be personal. The Government
have been running a similar business, and
have made a tremendous loss in doing so. I
am amazed at the hon. member for Herbert
getting figures from the Auditor-General’s
report and quoting just those which suited
him, and leaving other figures unquoted.
The hon. member stated that the railway
receipts in 1920-21, as compared with 1916-17,
had increased by 39 per cent., but he failed
to mention that the receipts from taxation

[12 JuLv.]
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had increased during the same period by
135.5 per cent. He ignored that becanse
it was not convenient to let the public know
the true position. No man has a right, if
he desires to quote a chain of figures, to
omit figures which have a very great bear-

ing on the question. Yet the

[9 p.m.] hon. member for Herbert did it.

Then he side-tracked the exces-
sive taxation by taking us away to the old
country and quoting the taxation in Great
Britain. Is that a fair comparison? Great
Britain had to bear a very big part of the
expenditure in connection with the war, and
they had to do a great deal of financing.

Mr. Prask: So did the Commonwealth.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Is it a fair thing,
thercfore, to compare the taxation in Great
Britain with the taxation here? The hon.
member must have beon very hard put to it
when he had to adopt those tactics, and the
surprising part was that it appeared that
someone—the hon. member no doubt had
been most studious—had carefully collated
the figures he quoted

Mr. Pease: I will debate the question of
taxation with you any day.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
would rush in where * fools frar to tread.”
(Laughter.)

The Home SecrETARY: Why eliminate the
angels altogether? (Renewed laughter.)

Tox. W. 1. BARNES: I wish to draw
attintion to the question of relief. What
has been the argument used largely by the
Premier in connection with relief? 1 am
absolutels in accord with the policy that any
man who is willing to work and cannot get
it should be protected and should be provided
with th: necessaries of life. T say that empha-
tically; hut I make another statement; that
a man employed is infinitely better than an
unemployed man. The last figures that have
been given to this House show that an amount
of £174.000 was spent on relief during the
financial yeav onded 30th June, 1922. When
this Government took office the sum spent
ip relief, by reason of the fact that there
was employment for men, amounted to abous
£10.000 per annum. And yet this Government,
notwithstanding that the promise of the Sccre-
tary for Mines at Paddington was, “ Put me
in, and in two months there will be no
unemployed V——

The SECRETARY FOR DMINES:
that?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will lecave out
the words ““ Put me in.” At any rate, the
inference was “ Put me in,” if the words
were not actually used. The hon. gentleman
said that in two months after the clection
there would be no unemployed in Queens-
land. How has that promise been carried
ocut? It seems to me that the unemployed
are now just cast into the basket or on to the
industrial serap heap, and we find a Labour
Premier refusing, during the last few days,
if he was correctlv reported, to meet some
of the men und discuss some matters con-
nected with their own labour. If that had
been done by an hon. member sitting on
this side of the House as a member of the
Government, the Premier and the whole of
his followers, if they were in opposition, would
have denounced such action. But the Pre-
mier is looking very worried, and it scems
to me that he is between two fires and scarcely
knows what to do. Someon= said to me to-day
that they thought he was going to make

a jump soon,
Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

I never said
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There is another phase of the public life
of Queensland that I want to bring before
this House and the country. When the
Government first got into office, when they
appealed to the people on the bread and
butter question, they said, ““ We do not believe
in increasing the public debt.” What is the
position now? At the end of June, 1921,
the public debt had been increased to
£80,382,000. It has grown by £30,000,000
during the time they have been in office.

they have been to ¢ Brother Jonathan”
since, and probably the amount has run
up to £90,000,000. It is getting on that

way. And then what did they do in regard
to the very best as<et that Quecnsland had—
the State Savings Bank? Their account was
overdrawn, and they gave a promissory note
or issued debentures, so that they could wipe
out the overdraft in connection with it. That
added to the public debt. This Government
gave away the bosi asset that Queensland had
so far as development iz concerned, as the
Savings Bank had to do with workers’ dwell-
ings, with advances to farmers, and with
other things which certainly have been most
benoficial 1 the uplifting of the State.

Sometimes on this side we are told that we
have no sympathy with the man on the land
and I want to hark back to that. Who were
the men who had to do with the establish-
ment of the great daivring industry? ]
remember what men like A, J. Thynne, Hume
Black, and others did for the dairsing indus-
try.  There ro othor men also, who are
pot hvs tonight, and who have been some-
times defamed—men like a former Premier,
Mr. Denham=—who had to do with the estab-
lishment of butter factories. Someone will,
no doubt, ask what they got cut of it. I
hold that one of th~ banes in connection with
public life in Quesnsland is due to the Govern-
ment denouncing men for coming here and
engaging in enterprise. Yet. even they scem
to be changing their enat; because there is
no doubt that in connection with the cotton
industry ther are encoursging private enter-
prise to some cxtent. Those are the men who
lave had to do with this enterprise. Some
men may retaliate that they are gotting some-
thing out of it. Not a brass farthing ! Hap-
pily 98 per cent. of the butter factorics are
co-operative, and the cheese factories too;
and the Government know it. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that th~ farmers have been handi-
capped in every direction, they have heen
cuperior to the handicap, and they have
progressed by co-operating. I am a believer
in co-operation, and I charge the Government
with trying to widen the breach between
employer and employee. I do not think you
are ever going to build up a great Queens-
land by widening the breach and by making
men fcel one is the cnemy of the other.

At 9.20 p.m,,

The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I ask what the
Government _have done? Before they came
into office, they used to get up on the soap-
boxes outside and advocate doing away with
men who have capital. Now they have
created un instrument which ther  cannot
control.  As a Nationalist member, I say
that the great aim of a man in public life
should ke to bring neople together, and
not to widen the breach. That is our duty.
I have nothing to say in favour of the
employer who does not do the fair thing by
his employce; nor have I anything to say
in favour of the man who does not do his

[Tlon. W. H. Barnes.
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job vight. But the aim should be to bring
i a scheme by which employees will par-
ticipate in the profits made. hat is a very
much wider and better policy than the one
that has been adopted. We have had other
figures quoted by the Government. Let me
refer to the railway earnings. Who built
the railways?

A CGovernMENT MeMBER: The navvies built
them.

Hon. W. H. BARNES : But who initiated
the great scheme for building railways in
Queensland? It certainly was not this
Government, nor was it done at their insti-
gation., The railway policy was laid by
Governments that preceded the present
(Government. Let me show the terrible mess
they have made of the position. In 1915 the
revenue from taxation in the State svas
£1 8s. 2d. per head, and in 1921 it was
£4 19, 9d. I wish to draw attention to the
way the railways have gone to picces, and
to what other States have done in connection
with their railways. Let me show briefly the
position with regard to Quecensland. The
deficiency in conncction with Queensland at
the end of 1920, and for that year, was
£1,299.000. In New South Wales it was
£105,322; in Viectoria, £346.039; in South
Australia, £34,016; in Western Australia,
£425511; and in Tasmania, £102.324. Let
ms draw attention to another phase of the
position that exists in Queensland to-dav.
In 1815 the net profit on the railways was £3
10s. Bd. per cent.; in 1919 it wes 18s. per
cent.; and in 1920, £1 T7s. 11d. per cent.

Mr. Riorpsx: How does the mileage com-
pare with that of the other States?

flox. W, II. BARNES: The hon. member
will have an opportunity of comparing the

mileage. Anyone kuows that the mileage in
Queensiand 1s greater than in the other
States.  The present Government are mnot

responsible for that; but there is one thing
they are responsible for up to a certain
point, and that is the increase in fares and
freights. These people, who profess to be
the friends of the farmers, at a certain
period increased the fares and freights. I
am prepared to admit that they have said,
“We are very sorry indeed, but we are
angling for the farmers’ voles, and we are
now going to give them a rebate to tide
them over.” The Premier failed to advise
us as to his policy towards the primary pro-
ducers in the future to the fullest extent.

Then, we have the hon, member for
Herbert telling us that in Victoria a rental

of £3 10s. per month was obtained for a
building that cost £100. The navvies had
to pay it.

Mr. TEease: Quite right.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am glad the
hon. member has made that statement. I
was told in one of the departments the other
day that a water closet with two seats cost
£120, and the hon. member has the audacity
to come along aud tell us, in connection with
a place where brick buildings are mainly
constructed, that a building costing £100
was rented for £3 10s. per month.
What kind of building could be erected
for £100. I want tc bring before the
Hous> and the public the fact that the
adult franchise and the women’s franchise,
which hon, members opposite boast about
so much, were not introduced hr a Labeour
Government. Who was responsible for the
Workers' Dwellings Act—one of the grandest
measures that has been passed in this State?
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If hon., members opposite will turn up the
comments of Mr., Lesina—then a member of
the Labour party—at the time that Bill was
introduced, they will see that Mr, Lesina
distinetly stated that he did not believe in
frechold, but only in leasehold. I said a
little while ago that hon. members on the
other side only believe in leasehold when it
belongs to the cther fellow; they believe in
freechold when bnying for themselves. We
were eutirely responsible for the Workers’
Dwellings Act. Who were responsible for
the eight-hour day and old-age pensions?
‘The hon. member for Brisbane said, “We did
1.’

Mr. Emrwax: I did not say you advocated
it-—you opposed it.

Hox. W. ¥, BARNES: I never opposed
it. The Government want to claim every-
thing that is good and disciaim everything
that is bad and pass it on to the other
fellow; but the public ars all wide awake
and will not allow it. Who were responsible
for the introduction of the itinerant teachers?
‘The party on this side. We know exactly
the position. This country wants to build up
along the lines, not of harassing and hum-
bugging pcople who are prepared to come
here, and then, when thev come here, break-
ing their contracts. The country should be
built up by a policy which will widen and
open the doors to men to come in and assist
in its development. I ask if one of the
greatest dangers to Queensland is not the
sparsc population we have in the North? 1
have nothing to say against the men who are
coming in now; but 1t is very regrettable to
find that gradually men of our own kith and
kin are being shoved out from the sugar
industry; and the aim of any Government
should be to adopt a policy which will help
in the development of this great State, and
encouragement for our own people to come.
If the money which is being put into—I was
going to usc the term “ bogus enterprises’—
at any rate, enterprises that cannot possibly
pay—the State stations, the State fish indus-
try, and other things which have proved
gigantic failures—had been spent in adopting
scientific methods in dealing with some of
the waste lands adjacent to our railways
and near to our cities, the Government would
have been doing-a very great deal more for
Queensland: but they have not pursued a
policy of that kind. The Government have
been absolutely sectional in the poliey they
have been pursuing. I know a man who
belonged to the Packers’ Union, and I have
a sworn letter from him., He left Brisbane
for Goondiwindi. He came back here and
wanted to get employment. Objection was
taken by the unfon to his employment, and
he applied for admission to the Storemen
and Packers’” TUnion and was refused
admission.

Mr. That is not true.

IIox. W. H. BARNES: It is the absolute
truth. I can show the letter, and anyone can
see if 1t is correct or not. That is going on
in many walks of life in Queensiand. In
connection with a great State like this, if
any man wants work, he ought to be allowed
to work without interference and without
being hounded to death. (Hear, hear!) This
man has four little children. That sort of
thing is only in keoping with the poliev which
this Government have alwavs pursued. A
-question was askad the Home Secretary to-day
in connection with another matter, and he
sidetraclked it. I ave you noticed that necarly

WELLINGTON :
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all the questions put to the Government since
cmbled here this session have been side-
especially if they are of a vital
No information was given regarding
the imports from the South. We were told
that we could get the information from some-
where else.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. gentle-
man has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. DASH (Hundiagburra): 1 listened
very attentively to the remarks of the hon.
member for Bulimba, and I noticed that he
talked about the workers in the sugar indus-
try. He was very much concerned about the
Australians being pushed out of employment
by other people. I want to remind him that
only last year several employers in North
Qucensland had to be prosccuted for employ-
ing coloured aliens not in conformity with
the award. It is as well to remind the hon.
gcentleman of that.

Mr. FrercurR: What about the coloured
people on the State stations?

Mr. Prasg: He is talking about Chinamen
and Hindoos.

* Mr. DASH: The hon. momber for Bris-
bane, in speaking to-night, stated that the
people who support hon. members opposite
are still hankering to employ coloured aliens.
If you look in the “ Industrial Gazette,” vou
will sce where they were prosecuted for emw
ploying these men. T listened attentively
when IIis Excellency read his Specch to the
House, and I noticed that he made reference
to the Chillagoe smelters. The Opposition
made a great noise because the Government
carried on the Chillagoce smelters and em-
ployed & large number of men, whereas the
deficit would have been much preatcr if these
men had been turned out of employment.
We know that the pastoralists approached
the Government for a reduction in the freights
on the rajlways in the North. Mr. Crowther,
the Goneral Traffic Manager in Townsville, in
his report stated that the North Queensland
railways were carrying stock to the meat-
works #t a loss. The ¢ Townsville Bulletin,”
which is always up against this Gevernment,
made refzrence to this, and said that, even
if the Government are carrying the cattle
at a loss, it is a benefit to the State, because
it iz finding employment for a large number
of men in the meat industry. That paper
also congratulated the goneral manager in
Townsville for the waw in which he dealt
with the matter. There is a great deal of
disturbance amongst the Gpnosition because
of the agricultural policy which is going to
be introduced by this Government. They
ccem to think that they are coing to lose a
lot of support from the farmers, and say
that the Primary Producers” Organisation
Rill has beon introduced for that purpose.
1f they study the Bill closelv, they will see
that it keeps pretty well away from politics.
1f members of the Opposition will cnly treat
the Bill in the way in which it should be
treated, T am satisfied that it will be of much
honefit to the farmers and the farming indus-
trv. and also to other agrieultural irdustries.
With regard to the completicn of the North
C'oast Railway. we know thet this Govern-
ment have done more towards completing it
than ans other Government. yet last vear,
when the Treasurer introduced a Bill to raise
loan money for the purpose of completing
that railway and other public works, we

My, Dash.]
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found the Opposition to a man opposing the
Bill. They stonewalled it all night, agr;ld it
had to be put through under the closure.

I see there is going to be a Bill introduced
to amend the Health Act. No doubt, it will
be of great importance. The farmers are
always orying out about their products, and
I hope there will be something in that Bill to
protect the farmers’ cheese, because there is
a great longing on the part of hon. members
opposite to get into the Country party, and
I hope something will be done to look after
the farmers’ interests and see that their
cheese and butter is safe from those rodents
which we have knocking around.

We find that something is going to be done
tewards establishing maternity wards in the
hospitals, and also baby clinics. I hope the
Home Secretary will not overlook North
Queensland when dealing with these matters,
because in the North we are not so favour-
ably situated as they are in the South in
regard to these homes.

There is also the question of developing
the coalmines and supplying coal to the
whole of North Quecnsland. 1 hope con-
sideration will be given to Townsville when
exporting coal, because we have the railways
there, and a harbour that can take any sized
vessel at the jetty. We can also load those
boats equally as well as any other port in
Queensland, and I hope, thercfore, that
Townsville will not be overlooked.

I would like to deal with some of the state-
ments made by our opponents during the last
few months, especially those dealing with the
electoral rolls. We hear it stated from time
to time that the Government have more
names on the roll than is necessary, and that
some people cannot be found in the electorates
for which they are enrolled. I want to say
there is an active campaign going on in con-
nection with the Northern Country party, as
they were termed, but they have changed
their name again to the Queensland Country
party.

Mr. GreeN: They have not changed their
name.

My, DASH: We see that the leader of the
Northern Country party has now joined the
Country party. I do not know whether the
hon. member for Kennedy has joined as well,
or whether he still remains in the Northern
Country party. Some time ago circulars were
senf out to different electors in the North,
and we find that they are very far-reaching
in their effcet. If there is any suggestion
about unfair dealing with the electoral rolls,
we find it in onc of these circulars. It is
just as well that the people of Queensland
should know the naturc of some of the cir-
culars that have been sent out. I have
one here dated 22nd May, 1922, It has on
it the name of Mr. T. G. Bradler, organis-
ing secretary of the Northern Counntry party,
and the words ¢ Head Office, Townsville.”
This circular is addressed to Mr. Mortimer
A. Sturgess, of Hamilton strect, Melton Hill,
and reads—

“Pear Sir.—As your names had not
been altered from Mitchell street, yours
and Mrs. Sturgess’s names were automa-
tically transferred to the new electorate
of Kennedv. KEvery effort seems to be
made to hurt Mr. Green’s candidature,
and everybody interested in his return
requires to keep this office up with any
information that makes for the increase

[Mr. Dash.
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of our friends and the decrease on the
roll of our opponents.”

The Northern Country party have been accus-
ing the Labour party of unfair tactics with
regard to the rolls, but we find here that they
sent out a circular stating that the object is
to try to deplete the roll of the names of the
opponents of the Northern Country party
and increase the names of their supporters.
Then it goes on to say—

“You are due to make yours and Mrs.
Sturgess’s enrolments for Townsville, so
1 have filled in claim cards so far as I
am able, and the ** X indicates where
vou need to reply. I would like you to
return these to this office so that we can
check our rolls accordingly.

T hope things are gommg Al with you.

“ Vours faithfully,
« R, IncraM, Roll Officer.”

That is some of the matter that is being sent
out by what is known as the Northern Coun-
try party, although they change their name
sc often that it is hard to say what they are
called at any given time.

The members of the Opposition were good
enough to quote the platform and policy of
the Australian Labour party. No member
of this party has any objection to their doing
that, because we have it published, week in

and week out, in all the Labour

[9.30 p.m.] papers of Queensland. But it 1s

just as well that we should hear
something of what the employers’ associations
are doing in Queensland in regard to the
industrial workey, who, no doubt, has had a
pretty bad spin during the last few years,
although theat is not duc fo any misdeeds of
the Government. This Government have
tried hard to solve the problem of the unem-
ployed, and only quite recontly we were able
to relieve a great deal of distress by starting
public werks, including the railways in the
Burnett and the completion of the North
Coast Railway. Members of the Opposition
seem only just mow to have discovered that
there are uuemplored in Queensland, and
thev accuse the Government of doing nothing
but givicg what they call doles to them.
Over 3,000 men have come to Queensland
from the other States during the last few
months and been registered as unemployed.
Quecnsland had pretty well solved the ques-
tion of the unemployed so far as her own
people were concerned, but the dispute in the
pastoral industry of New South Wales and
Victoria has sent hundreds of men here, and
no doubt, if that dispute continues, we shall
have a great many more coming here and
probably taking the work that the men of
Queensland should have got. Great encou-
ragement is lent to that kind of thing by the
cmployers of this State, because during the
last few years they have successfully
attempted to send to other States for their
labour. When the work commences in the
shearing and sugar industries, very many men
from other States get work that local resi-
dents should get. We know that quite
recently there has been a big influx of Ttalians
into North Queensland, which has put quite
a number of residents there out of employ-
ment. These are some of the problems that
the Government will have to face in the very
near future.

M. J. Jones: Do they prefer the Ttalians?

Mr. DASH : The employers seem to {oster
them and give them work in preference to
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residents of North Quecnsland. I want to
remind the hon. member, since he has inter-
jected, that employers in the North gave
employment to a large number of coloured
aliens and were prosecuted because they were
not paying them in accordance with the
award. I hope that, when the sugar agree-
ment is extended, some provision will be
made, if the people of Australia are to pay
for the protection of the farmer in the indus-
try, to see that white men get employment.
Mr. Carrervurh: How coloured
aliens arc employed?

Mr. DASH : I told hon. members last year
the number who had permits. Coloured
aliens to the number of something like 1,500
got permits from the Denham Government in
their last session, and lawyers and agents
were making anything from £1 to £10 a head
droving them in before the time expired.
That may be news to the hon. member, but
it is correct. The employers’ federation, when
they mct quite rece:tly, recognised that the
industrial worker was waking up in the
matter of organisation and cndeaveuring to
put into operation the prineiple of oune big
union of industrial workers, and they realised
that, if they allowed them to become orga-
nised in that way, it would he a factor in
dealing. with their condition. The employers’
federation is one big union. founded pretty
well on the same lines as the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill now introduced. The
employers have their sectional conferences,
and when they come to Brisbane to deal with
the policy to defeat this Government and the
workers, they proposed to strike a levy. The
Opposition raise @ cry about the Australian
Worker:” Union striking a levy on their mem-
bers for papers and so forth, vet we find that
they arce striking levies on thesaselves—very
forcibly, too—to build up a fund with which
they can attack the worlkers. At thai confer-
ence, they decided to impose a boyeott on those
persous who were not prenared to come into
the organisation. They proposed that, if some
of the employers who were not members sont
down for certain articles, thev would be
politely told that they were not in stock, and
so they would soon wake up and get into the
association. Theyv talk about this Government
bowing to outside dictation, but we find that
the employers made this proposal as one of
the objects of the fund—

“1. Testing the legality of any Act,
proclamation, regulation,” or Order of
the Federal or Queensland Parliament,
or of any rule or by-law of any corpora-

tion, in either case of common applica-
tion.”

many

That is what they are concerned about more
than anything else. They realise that the
organisation of the worker is going to he
a big factor in improving his position, and
they arc setting out to combat him; but
the harder they attack him the harder he
will fight to retain his rights. I give the
unionists every credit for putting up a fight
against this Government or any other Go-
vernment who may attack any rights they
think they are entitled to.

Mr. CatteRMULL : Or a reduction of wages?

Mr. DASH: Or a raduction of wages,
cither. Another object is—

‘4. Compensating and indemnifying
members wholly or in part against loss
arising from strikes, cessation of work,
or organised interference with their busi-
ness, in so far as such may be deemed by
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the dirvectors to be in the common interest
of employers.

5. Any work in the common interest
of employers directly or indirectly con-
nected with the above.”

Now we will get down to what some of the
prominent advocates of the employers’ federa-
tion have to say. Not only do they object
to the workers forming a big unlon, but
they also want a big union themselves. Mr.
Bowen—the Secvetary for Public Works
received a copy of what took place, which it
is just as well to get into ° Hansard ”—
said— .

“To try to carry on an Tmployers
Federation without every other organisa-
tion being actual members of it, I ques-
tion very much whether the federation
could do any good. If the master
builders or the master painters or any
other organization stand out and say
that they will only come in when they
are attacked, T think the result would

be chaos. I think that you will never
do any good. We want one big union
to meet the employees. If you don’s

have it to-day 1% will be forced on you.
It is better to do it voluntarily than
to be rushed into it just like you were
in 1912, We were glad to get together
then. We had them here on their hands
and knees with ¢ Please, help us’ We
did not bave to de all the work then.
They said, ¢ You make the bullets and
we will fire them.” ”

The hon. member for Toowong,
meeting, had this to say—

“ Mr. Edkins told us that we wanted
an army for defence and not defiance.
T am not too sure that the time has nob
arrived when we have got to attack.”

Tt the industrial worker wants anything
plainer than that, I do not know what he
wants. Here Is an organisation stating that
they want to get together to make an attack
on the worker. There is no doubt they will
make an attack. Mr. Bowen is a very able
advocate in the Industrial Arbitration
Court, and he realises that it is very diffi-
cult to beat the arguments of the workers,
so he wants to see the Arbitration Court
wiped out. This is what he had to say—
“Tt is my opinion that arbitration is
not going to last very long. We are
going to be thrown back again on the
same old thing—gloves off, and the
stronger man wins. The idea of the
insurance company is to strengthen the
wealkest link; and the weak link is the
small employer.”

at that

We know that the Arbitration Court stands
between the employers and the workers, If
that court were wiped out and it were left to
the employees and the employers to make
their own terms, we know what the basic
wage would be. In South Australia Sir
Henry Barwell told the workers, ‘“ You will
get no assiztance. (et out into the country
and get whatever wages you can.”” That
would be the position here. The hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba, when Treasurer, on three
different occasions cancelled an award made
in respect of ihe carters of Rockhampton
br an industrial board until the chairman
of the board brought the award in in con-
formity with what the employers wanted.
That would be the position facing us in
Quecnsland if this Government and the In-
dustrial Court were wiped out. 'The workers

Myr. Dash.]
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have had some benoﬁt from the court,
though not as much as T expected they would
get, and not as much as they are entitled ko
get.

. Mr. Vowres:
judge.

Mr. DASH : Tt is a reflection on the court,
because the court has never yet given the
workers what they are entitled to get. I
have advocated the claims of the workers
in the court for a number of years, and I
say the workers have never got what they
were entitled to get.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Are you supporting the
Government in applying for reductions?

DASH : My attitude all along in the
Arbltla‘mon Court and in the union will
prove where I stand.

That is a reflection on the

An Opposirion  MemBErR: Did you vote
against the Promier?
Mr. DASH : That is my business. Thig is

what Brigadier-General Thompson said at
that meeting—

‘“There is another aspect of the strike

matter and that is this; have we any
machmery able to provide for armed
forces? Is there any machinery to-day
by which you can put your hand on some
reliable force to put against the force.

“Mr. R. Bowen:

“3If you have a few rogulars it is
wonderful \\hﬂt they ecan resist. T have
scen &0 men in ‘he shearers strﬂ\e held
up by 75 mounted infantry mou.”’

Hooliganism.

I have a rccollection of what took place in
1891, and what he says there is quite cor-
veet. (Laughicr)) T saw * swaddies” riding
down to the strike camps half a mile from
the township of Blackall, trying to incite
the shearers to riot.

~ Mr. DBEBBINGTON :
incite them?

IMr. DASH : Rushed in amongst them with
their b:urmets (Laughtcr) There are men
in Quecnsland to- -day who know that is a
fact. The squatters in those days set fire
to their own wool sheds; and thev would do
the very same thing to-morrow. One station
manager was so excited that he shot through
his own overcoat, which was hanging on the
line. (Laughter)

Here is what Mr. Campbell said—

‘T hope that all those who are out-
side the federation wwill recognise the
good work that we have been doing, and
Iink up and give us & helping hand. On
many and many a night we have gone
up to the Houso when the Liberal Go-
vernment was in power, and secured
alterations in the legislation going
through, which have all been to your
benefit, They were In touch with us
all the time the tram strike was on.”

There is no doubt they were.

Mr. BesBINGTON : Do not the Trades Hall
people come here nearly every night?

Mr. DASH : We had to-night the member
for Townsville criticising this Government.
The Townsville ‘“ Daily Bulletin ” was a
strong supporter of the hon. member and
his colleagues when they wer» standing for
office in the Townsville City Council. Since

[Mr. Dash.

What did they do to
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the council have been advocating a £50,000
a-mile road, the Townsville “ Bulletin >’ in a
leading article states—

““The mayor is onthusiastic in his advo-
cacy of tho £50,000 a-mile road scheme
for Flinders street, and is very indignant
because the < Bulletin  refuscs to follow
him. Our position is that the present
councillors were elected as an cconomy
council. When the clections took place,
the winning card with Mr. Green and
his colleagues was, in effect, ¢ If you elect
the other side they will squander the
money and raise the rates” Since that
date the mayor and aldermen have added
to the debt of the +town about
£100,000; raised the water rates 25 per
cent., and the general rate 15d. in the £1

. . . . We have not the least doubt,
the mayor, the chairman of the Rate-
payers Association, the president of the
Automobile Club and the president of the
Women’s Electoral League, hand in hand.
would have been racing down Flinders
street, risking the terrific traffic, shrieking
out, ‘Crucify them! crucifyr them!’”

Hon. members opposite com# here and eriti-
cise the Government because they have
attempted to do something to try and over-
come the difficulties of this State. Ion. mem-
bers opposite made a great cry about the
Government spending £174,0600 in relieving
the distress in this State. That only goces
to show that employers in industries have
failed to retain the markets that they had
for Queensland products a couple of vears
ago. When the war wes on they had markets
for their produects and were too busy makmg
profits to lock to the future, with the resulc
that they missed the whole of the markets,
and, becausc of their failure in their own
organisation to make provision for the export
of Queensland and Australian products, they

want to blame this Governm:ont. The hon.
member for Port Curtis =aid that, instead of
paying £174,000 for relief, the Government

could have taken the unemployed to the Cler-
mont district to start cofton-growing. If the
hon. member thinks that th» u.uomployod are
going to work for rations in the cotion indus-
try or in doing sny other work, he is making
a very big mistake.

My, FrercHER: I did not sav that at all.

Mr. DASH: The hon. member inferred it.
Mr., FrerosER: I did not infer it.

Mr. DASH : The hon. member said that the
unemployed should have been organised and
utilised in the cotton industry. The £174,000
has not been paid away solely to the unem-
ployed. A large number of other people
also receive sustenanee from that fund. There
are widows and their children who are pro-
vided for cut of the fund. There are people
who are in distress and cannot get employ-
ment. How far would £174,000 go in cotton-
growing ? That would not reliove the unem-
ployed even then. If hon. members Oppos{te
are sincere in their advocacy of relief for the
unemployed, they will vote for the Unem-
pleyved Workers’ Bill when it is introduced
again this secssion. Hon. members opposite
have stated that this Government are wasting
money, vet they have not shown one item
where the expenditure could have been
reduced.

Mention has been made of the State
stations, It has been admitied by the advo-
cates of private station owners in the Arbi-
tration Court that the State stations were
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better managed than any other stations in
Quecensland.  The hon. member for East
Toowoomba, at a cenference in the South,
saitd that he knew of one grazier who had
given instructions to shoot so many thousand
calves,

Mr. T. R. RoBERTS : T did not say anything
of the kind.

Mr. DASII: If the hon. member says that
he did not make the statement, I will accept
his denial; but the statem=nt was made
at that conference that, sooner than pay the
taxation, the squatters were knocking their
calves on the head or shooting them. There
is no necessity tc pay taxation until the calves
are branded, and, if thev are valueless and
the squatters do not want to pay taxation,
they can Jeave the calves unbranded and
then they will not have to pay.

Mr. Fry: How do vou know that?

Mr. DASH : There is no necessity to pay
until they are branded.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the
hon. member to address the chair and not to
reply to so many interjections.

Mr. DASH : The statement has been made
that right throughout Qucensland squatters
have been giving instructions to shoot their
calves.

Mr. EDWARDS: No.

Mr. DASH: VYes. If it is not so, I am
pleased to hear it. If it iz correct, it only
goes to show that it is simply being done for
the purpose of trying to discredit this Govern-
ment.

Mr. Epwarns: Shooting the calves to dis-
credit the Government? (Opposition laugh-
ter.)

Mr. DASH: Yes. Hon. members opposito
think that the Government ave doing some-
thing that is likely to cause a stir in their
camp, and that they are doing something that
should not take place. The hon. member for
Nanango, on th* introduction of the Primarv
Producers’ Organisation Bill, said that if it
savoured of politics he would vote against it.

Mr. Epwanrps: So I will.

Mr. DASH: That goes to show that the
hon. member is not big-minded cnough to
grasp what is in the Bill. He ansicipates
that the Bill contains some political influ-
ence or significance, and gives that as a
reason for voting against it,

Mr. J. JONES (Kennedy): 1 would like to
reply to some of the rewmiarks made by the
hon. member for Mundingburra. He stated
that calves were being kilied by the
squatters. I do not know about calves being
killed, but 1 know that herds are being
restricted, snd that amounts to the same

R=1d N
A Goverxyext MEMBER: Arve they -doing
that to avoid tasation?

Mr. J. JONES: Hon. members opposite
have stated what the Government are doing
in connection with cotton-growing.
{10 p.m.] They are assisting people in the
South and in the Central district,

but what have they done for the North?

The SECrRETARY FOR Ramways: The same
thing.
Mr. J. JONES: 1 do not think so. I

remember that not long ago. when the Pre-
mier was 1n Townsville, a deputation from

1922—r
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Charters Towers and also from the Chamber
of Commerce waited on him.

The SECRETARY ror AGRICULITRE: He made
a good impression up there.

Mr. J. JONES: Not on me. (Laughter.)
The Premier promised that he would give
them assistance. I have been awake ever
since, and I have not heard of what they
are going to do for cotton-growing in that
district. In the old XKennedy electorate
there is any amount of Crown land avail-
able. There are three or four goldfield re-
serves in the elcctorate with an aggregate
area of 50,000 acres of wvacant Crown land.
On the Charters Towers goldfield reserve
there are some 60,000 acres of vacant Crown
land, and on the Ravenswoor goldfield there
are somewhere about 160,000 acres of vacant

Crown land; making a total area in the
electorate of 270,000 acres.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: All suit-

able for cotton?

Mr. J. JONES: I do not say that, but a
very big proportion is suitable for cotton,
suitable for dairying, and suitable for fruit-
growing.. Ord Charters Towers to-day they
are growing fruit.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS : The Federal
Government will not join in. They promised
to do so, and have refused to reply.

Mr. J. JONES: about the
Federal Government.

Myr., Brexvay: You want us to horrow
more from ‘“ Uncle Sam?” (Laughter.)

Mr. J. JONES: It seems to me to be a
very foolish thing on the part of the Go-
vernment to resume country that is to-day
erowing a valuable product like wool—it has
been proved to be valuable—while there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of Crown
lands lying idle. Not only that. but on
these goldficlds there are men with a few
hundred acres of land who have been making
a living in the past by working teams and
also working on the stations. They do not
make a living out of the land.

Mr. BREXNAN: By cattle duffing.

Mr. J. JONES : There is no cattle duffing
now. You take it on and see. (Laughter.)
It is no joke to these people up there. I
think that the Government ought to do
something {or these people.

A GOVERNMENT MEeMBER: They can get all
the cotton seed they require.

Mr. J. JONES: Reference has been made
during the debate to sugar-growing, I do
not think it necessary for me to say much
about it, because it 1s in a pretty satisfac-
tory posttion now. But I think it rests with
the Federal Government to maintain the
sugar agreement, and, from what I have
scen of the Prime Minister, T am sure he
will do what is best. When the Primo
Minister was up in Townsville, and during
his trip through the sugar country, I could
not get awayv from him, 1 was so fascinated.
It is the first time for vears that we have
scen a member of the Federal Government
=0 sympathetic towards the man on the lard.
e is the only man in the Government who
has shown a little practical sympathy with
the cattle men in their trouble.

Mr. BRENNAN: Did you hear him on the
Country party?

Mr. J. JONES: He bought me more
drinks than vou have. (Laughter.) Refoer-
ence is also made in the Speech to the land

Ay J. Jones.]

Never mind
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policy. That is the policy with regard to
which the Government have twitted me.
The Premier told me that I have only one
plank in my platform. I have only one
plank; that is the land plank, and it is
the plank Queensland is resting on. I notice
that even the Premier is coming along and
wants a little bit of my plank. Last year,
when 1. spoke about reducing the rents of
the small struggling selectors along the rail-
way lines—they are only existing at the
present time—the hon. member for Burke
advocated no rent at all for these men who
were away (rom the railway line, Why not
advocate the same thing for all the selectors
in Qucensland? I am not now speaking for
the pastoral lessees or the grazing selectors,
because this Government, who are only a
continnance of the old Labour Government,
have classed them as parasites, and we are
treated as parasites.

Mr. Brenyax: This is not the
Government.

Mr. J. JONES: Ii is the same Govern-
ment, or a continuation of it. You would
like to get out of it nmow, but you mnever
will. I do appeal to the Government to give
some relief to the small, struggling sclectors.

Mr, WINSTANLEY :
some relief,

Mr. J. JONES: Do not count me. I only
got what I am justly entitled to, and no
more.

Mr.
expect !

Mr. J. JONES: Yes, but this Government
did not do 1t.

Mr. Brexsan: Who did it?

Mr. J. JONES: The Land Appeal Court
——the best court that wou have got. I would
like to say that the land courts in the North
are not looked upon as being honest land
courts.

My, Brexyan: That is a reflection on the
judges.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COLLINS: I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in reflecting
upen the judges of the Land Court?

The SPEAXER: If the hon. member
veflcets on the judges of the Land Court,
he will not be 1n order. and I would ask
him to address his remarks to the chair.

Mr. J. JONES: This is what I mean:
The procedure in regard to cases that come
before the Land Court is this: The Crown
send round a gentleman whom they call an
Assessing Commissioner, and he puts what he
considers a fair rental value on the land,
but I am sure he always goes higher than he
expects to get. It happened in Hughenden
last year in two or three cases that the courg
fixed the rents higher than the Assessing
Commissioner’s valuation, and, in spite of
that fact, the Government were not satisfied,
and appealed to the Full Court to get a still
higher rent. For some time after that the
Land Courts have not given any decisions
while in the North,

Ar. Brexsan : Did they win their case in
the Full Court?

Mr., J. JONES: Of course they did—they
know which side their bread is buttered.

[Mr.J. Jones.

same

They have given you

BresNax: Surely that is all you
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Why are these cases brought to Brisbane?
Why not give their decision in the Norsh?
The Government take a good deal of trouble-
to make the assessments of the pastoralists
higher. They take no trouble to make the
sentences of criminals higher, but they have
taken a lot of trouble to make the sentences
of murderers lower. Th» country is
the same position to-day that it was in
twenty years ago. In the 1902 drought the
people had no incentive to invest money in
the land, and the Government of the day,
being possessed of common sense, offered
inducements to people to put their money
into land, and one of the inducements was.
that their rents would not be increased by
more than 50 per cent. in any one term.
But this Government, like a lot of ** yahoos,”
tore that agreement up.

The SPEAKER: Order!

I took up land myself in 1904, and it was
on the advice of a solicitor in 19056 that 1
brought it under that Act. on account of
the 50 per cent. limitation. We naturalls
expect the Government to honour their agree-
ment. I have nothing more to say, but 1
appeal to the Government to give some assist-
ance to the struggling settlers at Pentland.
Around Charters Towers there are men who
are only selling 30 bullocks a year. When
they were getting £12 a head for bullocks
they were making a fair living, but to-day
they are not getting £4 a head. At £4 a
head 30 bullocks will only come to £120.
You ask these men to maintain a selection
on half as much as a boy gets at the meat-
works. TLads at the meatworks get £4 a
weel. You are spending thousands of pounds
to put new men on the land, and, at the same
time, vou are forcing your own men off the
land. T am not what you call a squatter, but
I am a grazier, whom the Government have
no srmpathy for. I have some sympathy for
the squatter. I do not think any member
should sit here in the interests of any par-
ticular class; he should come here in the
interests of rich and poor alike. When men
put their money into anything on certain
conditions granted by the State, those con-
ditions should be honoured. but that is what
the Government have not done.

Mr. BRENNAX interjected.

Mr. J. JONES: You will get into Stewart’s
Creck some day.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is rot
in order, and he must withdraw that expres-
sion.

Mr. J. JONES: I

remark.

Mr. CATTERMULL (Musgrave): 1 would
like to deal with some of the remarks of the
hon. member for Mundingburra with regard
to coloured labour in the sugar industry.
T was rather surprised to hear him say that
there were something like 1,500 coloured men
enzaged in the industry. Last year I took
pains to get the police returns, from which
T found that in 1919 there were 1,007 permits
jssued.  In 1920, there were only 306. For
1921, no information was available. The
same remarks were passed last year by a
certain member of the House. I am very
corry to see that information being used by
the Government to-day, when we are trying
to carrv on the sugar industry under the
white Australia policy. There is mot 2 per
cent. of coloured labour engaged in the

will withdraw the
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industry, and that is all north of Mackay.
1f anyonc is to be blamed for employing
coloured labour, it is the Government, who
employ black labour on their stations. I
admit that those men are doing work which
white men will not do.

Mr. Corring: You know that Japanese are
employed at Inkerman and also at the
Pioneer Mill.

Mr. CATTERMULL: I wish to refer to
the remarks of the hon. member for Bowen
with regard to irrigation. During the rece:s
I took a trip up North, and went out to the
Home Hill rrigation works. The land which
they are going to irrigate will, no doubt,
grow cane; the areas at the present time
are producing fine crops. They have some
good mills there, which are working to their
tull capacity. The hon. member for Bowen
stated that the irrigation works at Home
Hill are going to cost £400,000. I agree with
him—possibly more. The area he quoted this
afternoon which could be irrigated was 16,000
acros. I will take it as 12.000 acres. If you
nuultiply 12,000 acres by 20, rou will get a
crop of » of 240,000 tons. Those men are
going to grow cane, but the deplorable posi-
tion is that there is no mill to crush it.

Mr. CorLiNs: There is a mill at Proserpine.
You do not know what you are talking about.

Mr, CATTERMTULL: There is a mill at
P}'Owl"f)ln(‘. 160 miles =way, which can deal
with an additional 25,000 or 30,000 tons, but
what is going to become of the balance.
When the Government started the irrigation
vorks they should have made provision for
a mill to crush the cane.

Mr. Couuins: The Government are fully

. aware of that.

Mr., CATTERMULL: These farmers will
grow the cane, and will be in the unfortunate
position of having to leave it on the land.
The land is there to grow cane, and the water
is there, but there will be no mill to take
the cane when the farmers have grown the
crop. I believe in drvrigation. We have any
amount of fine wuterways in Australia. The
Government, I understand, are going to start
irrigation schemes on the Upper Burnett
lands. But why go to the Upper Burnett
when there are lands closer and more cen-
trally situated, and more suitable for irriga-
tion? The Burnett River for 100 miles up
from Bundaberg could be Incked in half a
dozen places. Power stations should be
erected on adjacent coalfields, and the power
conveyed per cable to the various pumping
stations.

Hon. W. Foreay Samte: Vou are advo-
cating a hydro-clectric scheme, are you not?

Mr. CATTERMULL: That is so. Dealing
with the railways, I think that the policy of
the Government in regard to railway con-
struction is wrong. If they would start on
one or two lines and complete them, they
would become payable concerns; but lines
arc built for a few miles and then left, and
the people wonder why the railways do not
pay. I refer to the Goondoon-Kalliwa linc
as a case 1 point. It was promised by the
Government, and 125 miles have been com-
pleted to the Gin Gin Central 2Iill. Culverts
have been put in for another 5 or 6 miles,
and the timber cleared, but the line has been
abandoned. Settlers were advised to go up
into the Good Night and Perry scrubs., They
have felled the scrub and made homes for
themselves, and are trying te eke out a living,
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The Government have broken their promises
to them. I consider that, if that line was
completed, there is sufficient timber in the
Good Night Scrub to pay for its construc-
tion. There are 10,000,000 feet of mature
pine there, which would pay the cost of
building the line. Regarding taxation, I note
that the Government propose to bring in two
Bills dealing with the land and income tax.
I hope that they will be better than the last
amendments brought in. I consider that the
men cmploying capital to-day are suffering
great havdship because of the income tax.
We are asked by the Income Tax Commis-
sioner to put in our branded calves at 15s. for
the purposes of the tax. When the calves
are twelve months old they reach herd values,
and they have to be returned at £3 each.
Yet the very cattle that we have to return
a3 income at £3 per head can be purchased at,
12=. 6d. per head.

Mr. Couring: The Federal income tax is
much higher regarding the price to be
returned for calves.

Mr. CATTERMULL: We should not be
asked %o give any return regarding our
i s in cattle; we should be simply
asked to pay on the profits from our sales.
I; has becn suggested by hon. members that
we should not brand our calves, but we do not
desire to be dishonest. The Government
should give us relief in this matter, and we
should be asked to pay only on our sales
Dealing with sugar, I congratulate the Go-
vernnient on sending a sugar representafive
down South as publicity agent to put the
right side of the question before the Southern
people. I know the opposition he has met
with in the South, but he was the right man
to send, and I give the Government every
credit for sending him down. I might draw
attention to a statement made in the Federal
Darliament by the Prime Minister in reply
to Mr. Charlton. This is from the Federal
“ Fansard 7 —

“ The sugar agreement provides that a
Sugar Clane Prices Board appointed by the -
Queensland Government shall apportion
the £30 6s. 8d.—the purchase price of raw
sugar—between the grower and the miller -
and their respective cmployees. The
grower receives approximately £19 per
ton, of which labour costs in =owing, cul-
tivating, cutting. etc., represent about 7%
per cent. The miller receives £11 6s. 8d.
The labour costs range between 60 and 70
per cent.

“Tle cost of refining and distributicn,
including freights and insurance on raw
sugrr shipped to the refineries, 1s £5 10s,
4d. per ton.”

1t those figures of tho Prime Minister wore
correct, the Federal Government wounld have
made a profit on sugar equal to £2,750.000.
T sav unhesitatingly that the Prime Mmls‘tm:
made a wrong statement, and he does not’
know the true position of the sugar industry.
The position down Soubth is that the people
are complaining of the high price of sugar,
which is retailed at 6d. per tb. If the
Tederal Government cut its losses for
sugar sold at 43d. and 4&d., there would be
cufficient to allow the jam manufacturers a
rebate for sugar for export purposes. There
is a large quantity of sugar used for export
purposes, and the amount dmmgd by them
in rebate will amount to over £400.000 for
the last financial year. When the Prime
Minister was in Queensland it was pointed :

Mr. Cattermuil.]
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out to him that commercial alecohol could be
made a br-product of the sugar industry.
The Prime Minister was taken out in a car
which was run by this spirit, and, after
taking him round the district, he admitted
that the car was going well. When he came
to Brisbane he met the Country party, and
they aslkked him to allow the Bundaberg Dis-
tillery to make motor-power alechol, but he
did not give any encouragement to that
recuest.

Mr. COLLINS :
all the same.

Mr. CATTERMULL: If the Prime Minis-
ter would allow all the molasses in Queens-
land to be made into motor-power alcohol,
we would make something like 2,500,000 or
3,000,000 gallons, To-day we are importing
9,000,000 gallons of motor spirit, and one-
third of that could be supplied from our own
molassex.  If the molasses 1s not used in
this way, then 75 per cent. will have to be
burnt, because there is sufficient rum in
Bundaberg to supply the Australian require-
ments for the next three years. I ask the
Premier to give some attention to this
matter, because there 1s a lot of molasses
coming {rom the central mills, and it is now
going to waste. It would be an excellent
thing to have it manufactured into spirit as
a by-product of the sugar industry. If we
can manufacture motor alcohol from the
molasses and supply it to the consumer at 1s,
per gallon less than is being paid for it
to-day, we shall be doing something for the
sugar industry, and that money will be kept
within Australia. By doing that we shall
be helping to stabilise our industries.

We have been promised cver since the
establishment of federation that there would
be a reduction of members in the State
Parliament. It has been suggested that we
should economise, and I would point out
to the Premicr that if he wants to economise
he should bring in a Bill to reduce the
number of members of this Assembly from
seventy-two to fifty. He need not cut down
the allowances of members, but by reducing
the number to fifty members, he would save
the country £11,000 a scar.

Mr. CorLixs: Do you want to wipe out
the country members in favour of the town
and city members?

Mr. CATTERMULL: No.
to_arbitration, I say that it is an absolute
failure; and, unless something is done to
reconstruct the Arbitration Coult we shall
not get the results we expected from it.

Regarding education, I am pleased that
the Hducation Depariment has seen (it to go
in for rural schools., I saw the exhibit from
the rural school at Childers, and it was very
creditable. I hope the Tducation Depari-
ment will continue to establish rural schools
in districts where they are required, because
the children in the outside districts get great
benefit from these schools. I know ‘that the
hon. mietaber for Bundaberg has already
taken steps towards getting a “rural school in
the Bundaberg district—Kalkic School—and 1
am  with him, and will give him all the
assistance I possibly can.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Boy): I am sorry
that man» members on this side have been
debarred from speaking on the Address in
Repls. However, when we get a change of
Government and get llbmfv of speech we
zhall have an oppol‘lumt of addressing the
Chau on such ocecasions. I was very
interested in the Governor’s Speech, and I

[Mr. Cattermull.

You will vote for his party

With regard

IBLY.] Brisbane Tranmwway Trust Bill

thirk Queensland is very fortunate in having
as (overnor the gentleman whom we have
at the present time. He makes a point of
getting amongst the people and giving them
every cncouragement he can—which is in
striking contrast with the action of the
Government in their land policy.

At 16.230 p.om..

The SPEAKER: Under the operation of
Standing Order 17, I now proceed to put the
question.

Question—Adoption of Address in Roply—
put and passed.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS IN
XEPLY

The PREMIER: I have to inform the
1Touse that His Excellency the Governor wiil
recetve Mr. Speaker, the mover and scconder
of the Address, and such other members
as care to attend, at Government House
to-morrow morning at 11.15 a.in.

SUPPLY.
CoxsTITrTION OF COIIMITTEE.
The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“ That the Iousc will, »t its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consid r the Supply to be
granted to His Majesty.”

Quustion put and passed,

WAYS AND MEANS
CoxsrITuTIoN OF COMMITTEE.
The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“That the House =wili, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into u Committee of
the Whole to considsr of Ways and
Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to His Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

BRIRBANE TRAMWAY TRUST BILL.
Initiatioxy 1N CoMWITTEE—RESUMPTION OF
DEB*TE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Drisbane,

Mr. SIZER (¥Yundal): When the Committen
was interrupted T was showing that there were
reasons why it was believed that the Bill
should not be introduced. We have not heard
anvthing to convince us that it is necessary,
beyond the bald statement of thr Government,
which is a mere motier of opinion. We have
not cven heard any great clamouring of the

in the chair.)

people for this measure. It was a r-al istue
w0 far as the Government were concorned at

the elections. If it wes an issue, then they
must admit that in the m-tropolitan area
they were ignominiously «defeatc:d on if, and
that they have no mandate to raddie the local
authorities with something which they are not
themselves propared to take over. There
mavy be some veason within the knowladge
of the Government why they should not assume
this liability, and why they should hand it
o the leeal authorities. Probably the reason
is that thev realise that, if there 1 to be some

change in the management of the under-
takinz, it must bhe to some mor~ cfficient

management than they as a Government
wonld be able to inztitute. Before this Com-
mitte agrees to the proposal we should have
mor= infornmﬁon. and I suggest that the
matter be submitted to a referendum of those
neople who are likely to have to bear the
burarr 1 believe the matter could be
thrazhed out without a heated campaign, ar d
the whole matter 1717‘(’(1 beofore the electo
inexpensively, and T bolicve the Governmenr
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woutd wnrobably be justified in procecding
if they had an assurance from the people
in that dirvection. So far as we can sec, the
service can be maintained for many years to

come with adequate pmtoctxon to the people,

and =xtensions could bhe made by the com-
pany—which is the main thing the people
want, and which the company are prepared

to give them without anv of this trust business
and the possibility of deficits

The Hoae SEcrrTARY : Why did not any of
the Governments of the other States do that?

Wy, SIZER: I notice that other Govern-
ments ar: getting out of these Government
controlled cnierprises as fast as they can.
We know perfertly well that we should not
solve the problem of strap-hanging by this
means. Ther bave not been abl- to solve it
in New York and Loundon and other places
during rush times. and it seems to me that
ﬂ\o thing behind this Bill goss back to 1912,
when the Gorernment vowed that th y would
wreak vengeance on the company, and now in
their dving dayvs, when they are not pre-
pared {o tzske over the tramways themselves,
they want to hand them over to the local
authorities, who probably are not cnthusias-
tie on the matter, but sce that the Govern-
ment are dotermined and that this 1s the
only w in which they will get extensions.
T believe that, if it were put to the local
authorities to-morrow, with the alternative
¢f a reasonable arrangement with th: com-
pany by which they would get extensions,

they would be very glad to let the company
¢ontinue. I am aquite sasisfied that that is

> local authorities.
1 meot 108 represen-
itics concerned, and
entient—until the com-

the only thing actuating th

The Hoiue RECRETARY
tatives of lacal author
there was only one d
pany got busr.

Mr., STZER: I quit
these delegat s recog
ment refused to negotiate with the company,
and 1t w a quostion of Government control
or control by themselves, snd ther naturally
chess the leswer of two 1 venture to

o realise that, because
»d that the Govern-

that, had the Government put this alter-
tive to them——that they would negotiate

for extensions—that same
would have overvhelmingly
decided to mske an arrangemcnt with the
company. I believe that the Minister is com-
petent to make a hard bargain with the com-
pany if his party would allow him to do so.
I hope that the (xmelnmom will allow the
matter 1o be held over till 1t can be placed
Lefore the people concerned by referendum.

with the company
body of men

Question—That tha resolution (Mr.

MeCormack’s motion) be agreed to—put;
and the {cmmittee divided :—
Axes, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Huxham

,, DBertram .. Jones, A J.

,, Brennan .. Land

., Buleock ,. Larcasmbks

., Colling .. MeCormack

., Conroy
,, Cooper, . A,

. Mullan
,, Payne

., Cooper, W, .. Poase

,, Coyne Tollock

,, Dash .. Riordan

., Dunstan ,. Rwan

., Ferricks .. Smith

., Folex . Ntepford

.. TYorde I‘Lendme
.. Gilday Weir

. Gillies Wellington
,. Gledson Wilson

., Hartley
Tellers: Mr.

Winstanley
Bulcoek and Mr, Conroy.

{12 JuLy.]
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Noes, 35.

Mr. Appel Mr. King

,, Darnes, G. P ,, Logan

., Barnes, W, H. ,s Maegregor

,» Bebbington ,, Maxwell

,, Bell . Moore

,, Brand ., Mergan

,, Cattermull ,,  Nott

,, Clayton ,, Peterson

,, Corser .. DPetrie

,, Costello ,, Robert . H.

., Deacon ,, Roberts, T. 12,

5 Bdwards ,, ~izer

.. Elphinstone -

., Fletcher s

o Fry 5

., Green -

., Jones, J. ., Warren

,, Kerr

Tellers: Mr. Xerr and Mr. Sizer.

Rezolved in the affimnrative.

The TIIouse resumed, The CHAIRMAN
reported the resolution.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
MecCormack, Cairns): I beg to move—

“ That the resolution be agreed to by
the House.”
Question—That the resolution be agreed to
by the House—(Mr. MeCormack’s motion)—
put; and the House divided : —

AvEs, 36.

. Jones, A

Mr. Barber

,,» Brennan Ve Klrwan
., Buleock ,, Land
. Collins ,, TLarcombe
Conroy , MeCormack
Coop . AL , dullan
(’00])91 w. , DPayne
Covne ,, Yeass
,. Dash , Polleck
.. Dunstan ., Riordan
.. Ferricks ,, Ryan
., Foley . Smith
., TForde ,, Stopfard
. Gilday .. Theodore
(illies . Weir
Gledson 1
Hartley 4
Huxham Vs \\ nm‘n nley
Teilers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Weir.
Y a5
Mr. Appel Mr. King
,. Barnes, G. P. ,, Logan
Barnes, W. H. ,, Macerecor
Behbington ., Maxwell
.. Bell . Moore
.. Brand ,, Morgan
Cattormull . Nott
(lavten ., Peterson
Corser .o Detrd
., Costello . Rf)hmi'c J. H.C.
.. Deacon ., Roberts. T. 1.
., Fdwards Sizer
Elphinstone .. Swavne
Fletcher ,, Tavlor
Fry .. Vowles
Green .. Walker
.. Jomes, J. ., Warren
. Xerr

Tellers: Mr. B#1l and Mr. Kerr.

Resolved in the affirmative

Frst READING.

The ITOME SWCRETARY prezented the
Bill. and moved—
“That the Bill be now rcad a first

time.”
Ouestion put and passed.
The sccond reading was made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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LAND TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

INITIaTION IN COMMITTEE—RESUMPTION OF
DEBATE.

{Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Mr. VOWLES: This matter will take some
considerable time to debate.

The PrEMIER: On two previous occasions
vou promised to put it through.

Mr. VOWLES : We will give you an oppor-
tunitr of putting it through on the third
occasion.

The PreMIER: Does that mean that one
cannot rely on the hon. gentleman’s word?

Mr. VOWLES: No.

The PreMiEr: The hon. gentleman pro-
mised on two previous occasions to put the
motion through.

Mr. VOWLES: You are a liar. I did not.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman must know that his remark is
unparliamentary, and he must withdraw it.

Mr. VOWLES: I wili withdraw it. but
I vsed the word to emphasise that T did not
make the promisc that has been attributed
to me.

The PrEMIER : Last night the hon. gentle-
man said that he had got hold of the wrong
business-sheet. and did not know that this
Bill was on the business-sheet.

Mr. VOWLES: That is so. I intend to
move the amendment that I have already for-
shadowed, to omit the words ¢ in certain par-
ticulars.” Fvery session the land taxation or
income tsxation is interfered with in some
direction. We are told that this is a muni-
ficent measure which is going to benefit the
people and will in some mysterious way apply
to the co-operative producers. The iand
taxation in Queensland is an unjust taxation
hecause it applics to one section of the com-
munity, and legislation that is sectional
i unjust and wrong. The Auditor-General’s
report discloses that £250,000 was received
from the producers in land taxation. If
we are receiving that amount of money
from people whom the Government now
propose to assist, we should not act on
the present wrong basis, but should remedy
the state of affairs and make it better for
all  concerned. The Government propose
that the tax should be levied wupon
holders of freehold, and thev will be pena-
lised in consequence. The Government are
already receiving a considerable sum from
freehold land, and that money should be
spent on reproductive work. The money bor-
rowed in Queecnsland before the two American
loans worked out at 4 per cent. A certain
proportion of freeheld land should be exempt
from taxation. Living areas and cultivated
areas should also be exempt from taxation.
After all is said and done, the value of the

iand to a tenant, whether he be

{11 p.m.] a freecholder or a leaseholder, is

what he can get out of it. Both
of them have to pay taxation on the income
derived from the land. Hon. members oppo-
site talk about the unearned increment, but

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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in many cases, instead of there being an
erhanced value. there is a depreciated value
from the fact that the market has dropped.
This Committee should take into serious con-
sideration the bases of assessment of values,
in the assessment of stock and the increase
of stock. You have to consider the matter
from all phases and find out what the land
is producing, what other forms of taxation
are paid, whether any anomalies exist, and
whether we are being taxed at the same rate
as people carrying on similar business in the
other States. As far as possible, we should
make our taxation uniform with that paid
in the South, otherwise our people are work-
ing at a disadvantage. These reasons will
indicate to the Committee that theve are
many matters which can be dealt with by the
House, where anomalies can be rectified,
where grievances can be adjusted, and where
the land tax, if it is to exist as a sectional
tax on one portion of the community, should
be made more equitable than it is at the
present time. I do not wish to take up the
time at this hour, but I do resent the attitude
of the Premier in saying that I broke any
compact with him. FHe came to me and
said that he had no busincss-sheet, and asked
me if I would agree to certain business being
dene, and I said, ““ Yes.” 1 had my own
paper in my hand, which happened to be a
proof, and it did not contain any refervence
to the Land Tax Acts Amendment Bill, and
I asked him, when the matter came on last
night, to adjourn it, as I wished to move an
amendment and have a discussion. I have
now moved my amendment and we are going
to have the discussion. I beg to move the
omission of the words ‘in certain particu-
lars.”

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): Many people in
the metropelitan area and in my own con-
stituency are concerned in the land tax, as
it is one branch of taxation that is hitting
industry pretty foreibly to-day. Last year,
when the late Treasurer was introducing
the Income Tax Act Amending Bill, he said—

“There is only one cardinal principle
involved, that is giving relief to bor-
rowers and correcting certain little
anomalies.”

Those remarks led us to believe that ne
other taxpayers were concerned, yet we found
the commercial community of Brisbane were
attacked from many points of view, and their
taxation increased considerably.

The Home Secrrrary: I defy you to give
an instance where taxation was increased.

Mr. KERR: When we are asked to con-
sent to the introduction of a Bill—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member heard the amendment—to omit
the words ‘““in certain particulars,” and I
would ask him to confine his remarks to the
amendment.

Mr. KERR: The Labour Government in-
stituted the land tax, which has increased
from £274,000 in 191516 to £469,000 in
1920-21. Queensland is the heaviest taxed
State in the Commonwealth, so far as the
land tax is concerned. New South Wales
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pays, in land tax, a sum of £2,834; Victoria,
£314,000; Queensland, £459,000; South Aus-
tralia, £146,000; Western Australia, £46,000;
and Tasmania, £87,000. The total for the
Commonwealth is  over £1,000,000, and
Queensland pays nearly 50 per cent. of that
total. 'That being so, we should take some
steps to reduce our taxation, more especially
when the area under cultivation has been
decreased.  Queensland, in addition to the
taxation, pays a rental of over £1,000,000,
~which is the second largest in Australia.
The Government have been talking a lot
about assisting the primary producers, and
it is time they did something to reduce
taxation. The Home Secretary raised the
-question of the taxation of the traders in
Brisbane. We know that, where securities
arc invested in a business, fhose securities
are deducted from the capital of the firm.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will confine his remarks to the
question of the land tax.

Mr. KERR: Many people are asked to-
day to send in useless returns, We know
there is an exemption up to £300; yet
people are required to send in a return if
they have land of an unimproved value of
£200. There 15 far too much taxation im-
posed on the primary producer.

Mr. CoLLiNs: We propose to wipe i
altogether. prot o wipe it out

Mr. KERR: I would raise the exemption

to £3,000, or cven to £5000, to give
thf} man who is struggling a chance.
We would be doing somathing for the

-small man then. It is only right that hon.
members should be given an opportunity
'Of d].SCuSSIDg this measure from every poirit
of view. If you are going to tax people
unneccssarily, 1t is going to handicap indus-
tries. In this instance it is going to affect
PY'OdUCtIQ.n. We all know that the Govern-
ment policy is no immigration and less pro-
duction—production for use and not for pro-
fit. By land taxation they are taxing the
profits which the farmer is endeavouring to
make by working from early morning till
late at night. What is applicable to the man
on the land is applicable to the industrial
community.

Mr. Prase: Now we have it.

Mr. KERR: The land tax has risen to such
proportions that in a short time it will equal
‘the income tax, and, when it does that, it
will be a sorry day for Queensland. 1 trust
that the Government will either widen the
scope of the Bill, so as to assist the small
man, or withdraw it and introduce another
Bill with a wider scope. The Government
have done nothing but introduce amending
measures. They are not game to bring down
a consolidated Bill so that we may discuss
it from the view of the producer and con-
sumer and everybody concerned beiween.

* Mr. COLLINS: (Bowen): I do not know
whether it is the intention of the Government
‘to take the advice of the hon. member for
IEnoggera and withdraw the Bill. He says
he wants it withdrawn so as to give some
relief to the farmers. We have the combina-
‘tion on the opposite side of the hon. member
for Dalby and the hon. member for Enoggera,
who want the interests of Brisbane pro-
tected, and are not concerned about the

12 Jorv.]
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farmer. We hear a lot about a tax upon
farmers. I find that the last report of the
Commissioner of Taxes on the land tax
states—

“Tax paid by farmers owning land
valued at lvss than £1,28L.

¢ Farmers owning land valued at £1,280
and under, who paid tax, numbered
11,518, the amount of tax charged being
£18,659, equal to 4.06 per cent. of the
total tax charged on all lands.”

The hon. member for Enoggera has been
doing a bit of special pleading for the
“ (Couricr.” which pays as much land tax
as anybody in Brisbane. The hon. member
was speaking on behalf of the large property
owners in Brisbanc. Table B of the reports
shows—

« Tax assessed on citv and town lands

owned at 30th June, 1920.

“City and fown lands—unimproved
value—£13,391.031 ; primary tax, £136,715.

“ Super tax—unimproved value,

£17,588,497; tax, £58,286.

« Undeveloped tax—unimproved value,
£1,455,590; tax, £12.130.

« Total tax from city and town lands,
£207,131.”

Where does the poor farmer come in there?
I will quote the country lands so that T shall
rot bz accused of being unfair—

S
! Unimproved |

Couuntry Land. Value. Tax

\ & | ¢
Primary Tax ... . L. 21247083 4 177,341
Sup o Tax L 8779471 ‘ 66,958
TUndeveloped Tax o 961772 3,015

We tax the land where the large estates are.
and 1 am surprised fhat the leader of the
Opposition is not in favour of bursting up
those large estates and bringing the, land
under cultivation. How can our railways
pay when we have railways running through
large areas of undeveloped land privately
owned? We have heard a lot about who is
paying the land tax. According to the latest
returns, 363 persons pay £157.477 in land
tax out of a total tax of £459,000. I consider
it is one of the fairest taxes introduced in
any country in the world. The tax on the
unimproved value for local authorities ema-
nated from the Hon. W. Stephens, who was
a member of the Legislative Council when
it was abolished, and who was formerly a
member of this Assembly, and it also
received the support of Sir 8. W. Griffith,
who embodied it in the Local Authorities
Act. I well remember in 1884 listening to
the speaches of the Liberal members of those
days advocating a tax on the unearned incre-
ment. There is no doubt that the hon.
member for Dalby is in league with the
persons who own the large city properties
in this matter. Already we have remitted
the land taxation on small farmers, who
now only pay &d. in the £1. When the hon.
member for Enoggera was speaking, I asked
him if he was in favour of abolishing the land
tax altogether, and he said he was in_favour
of an exemption of £3,000, and later he said

Mr. Collins.]
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an exemption of £3,000, and later he said
he was in favour of an exemption of £5,000.
We know where he 1s. He is speaking on
behalf of the large landowners in Brisbane.
I would like to know wonere the Country
party stand. Every time we introduce a
measure for the benefit of the farmers the
Country party jeer and snecr at it and move
amendments; so they cannot be in syvmpathy
with the man on the land. At present the
farmers only par 4.05 per cent. of the land
taxation. and in this Bill we propose to
relieve them still further, in spite of the
Country party. We will let the farmers
know where the Country party stand on this
question.

OrrosiTiox MEMBERS Interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN : Order! If hon. mem-
bers of the Opposition do not obey my call
to order I shall have to deal with them
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 am sorry that
the Preruicr has brought this Bill forward at
this late hour of the night. The leader of
the Opposition allowed him to get through
the initiating stage: of several Bills yester-
day, and although several members on this
side wanted to debate those Bills, the leader
of the Opposition said he promised he would
let the Premier get them through to a
certain stage. and we refrained from speak-
ing. Tonight we let the Brisbane Tramway
Bill go through without debate, although we
could have debated it all night, and we
would not have got to this Bill at all. The
Premier must recognise that we have got fo
do our duty as an Opposition, and in future
we must take every opportunity to debate all
Bills at every stage. I believe in a give-and-
take policy, but the Premier evidently does
not believe in that. T am glad the leader
of the Opposition has moved an amendment,
because this i= the stage to do it. If we
leave it to a later stage we shall be told
that the message from the Governor has been
presented, and we will lose our opportunity.
If we get this amendment carried now, we
shall have an opportunity of moving amend-
ments in the Bill Teter on. The hon. member
for Bowan talked about the amount of tax
the * Courier” paid. It is like waving a
red rag to a bull to mention land taxation
to that hon. member, and he always mentions
how much land tax the “ Couricr ” pays. I
supposc the ¢ Courier ”’ can pay it; but the
proprietors of that concern do not pay the
“land taxation. It is the tenants in the
building who have to pay it.

[11.30 p.m.]

The Hoxr SECRETARY :
Local Authoritics Bill, and vou denied it.

Mr. MORGAN: The tenant only pays
indirectly, end the very moment that the
land tax iz raiscd and the rent of the shop
follows suit, ke puts the extra amount on
his goods, and the consumer pays.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point
out to the hon. member that it is necessary
to keep to the question before the Com-
mittece. The leager of the Opposition has
moved an amendment to omit the words
“in certain particulars,” and T hope the
hon. member will confine his remarks to
that amendment.

[#r. Collins.

I said that on ke

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendiment Bill.

Mr. MORGAN: If the amendment is
carried, it will enable us to discuss the whole
question, and it is on that account that I
am raising thesc points. Although 893 per
cent. of our land js still held by the Crowr,
we are taking from the people more land
tax than any other State in Australia, In
prosperous Victoria, where farming land
which would be valued in Queensland at £3
an acre is worth from £9 to £10 an acre,

they take less tax from the land than
Qucensland does.
Mr. Brexyax: If yvou are a friend of the

farmer, yvou will not oppose this Bill.
2r. MORGAN: I know that the Bill

contains provisions to assist a certain clasz
of farmer, but we want to go further than
the Bill, and amend the Act to a greater
extent. What has been the result of the
land tax in Quecnsland? Take a farm of
500 acres near the eity which the hon. mem-
ber who interjects represents, valued at £6
an acre before the land tax was imposed for
municipal purposes. That means that the
total value of that farm was £3,000. Owing
to the imposition of the land tax. the value
of that farm has been reduced to £4 an acre,
or a total of £2.000 only. The farmer actu-
ally loses £1.000 in the capital value of that
farm. Another result is that the bank from
which he mav have had an overdraft of
£1.500, or half irs first value, immediately
comes and asks him to reduce the over-
draft to £1.000 becaunse the margin is not
sufficient. 1 Lave had experience in other
States than Queensland, and I know that
the average farmer goes on land when the
value is low—say. £1 an acre. After fiftcen
or twentx vears. by improving it and making
it more productive, he makes it worth £4
or £5 an acre. That increased value repre-
sents the accumulation of vears, and, just
when he thinks he mar be able to retire
or sell, he finds that a tax is put on him
which practically mesns ruination for him
and his wife and family. although perhaps
he has just been making a barve living all
the time.

Mr. BrENNAN: <
retire affer tweniy years?
is not rotired till he is 65.

Why should he want to
A public servant

Mr. MORGAN : A farmer in twenty years
will do as much work as s public servant in
forty years. o that the conditions are alto-
gether different.

At 11.35 pan.,

Mr. Duxstax (Gympic), one of the panel
of Temporars Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. MORGAN: I would also point out,
in regard to the figures quoted by the hon.
member for Bowen. that slthough only
per cent. of our land is alienated, the tax
on country land yvields about £40,000 more
than on town land, so that really the country
owner is paving a good deal more than the
man in the city. I rcalise that it is the
intention of the Government to give I‘Qhef
to certain small farmers, We are anxious
to have a general reduction of taxation—n
somae cases, to wipe the land tax out of exist-
ence altogether, especially in respect of land
of a lesser area than 1,280 acres, which is
used for mixed farming. Not a member o
this side representing a country constituency
would be doing his duty unless he attempted
to get rvelief for the primary producers in his
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clectorate. There is not a country electorate
that is not suffering because of the land tax.
The people on the land are practically down
and out, and we think that now is the time
for & reduction in rentals and taxation, to
bring them down to pre-war level. Unless
that assistance is given, a great number of
people will be compelled to leave Queensland
and seek land elsewhere.

Mr. Brexxax: You left Victoria.
don’t you go back?

Mr. CorLixs: He was hunted out by the
landlords; he was glad to leave it.

Mr. MORGAN : I only wish I could leave
Queensland with the same amount of money
I had when I came here. I sold the freehold
I held in Victoria, to come to Queensland.
When the great rush of people to Queensland
took place there was freehold tenure; and
we came here owing to that fact. Practi-
cally no selection of land is taking place at
present. It is the duty of hon. members on
this side to let the country people know that
we tried to get better terms than the Premier
1s prepared to give them.

Mr. SIZER (YVundah): I wish to support
the leader of the Opposition in his endeavour
to enlarge the scope of the Bill. I believe
the time has arrived for reviewing the situa-
tion in Queensland, and taxation is one of
the matters we need to consider. To accept
this resolution would mean we would be
limited to what is in the Government’s mind.
We believe the wcope of the Bill should be
such as to enable us to discuss the whole
question of land taxation, in order that we
may bring some measure of relief to the
taxpayers, and give an impetus to the pro-
gress of the State. For six years hon, gentle-
men opposite have argued that the land
taxation is not burdensome. and is not a
hardship on the community,

Why

Mr. ForLey : They have all paid it.

Mr. SIZER : P’robably it has been a great
struggle in many cases. 'The hon. member
for Bowen- has told us that the incidence of
taxation is not burdensome to the farmer or
the community generally. Is he going to
support this mcasure?  Presumably he was
out of tune with the Government on this
matter, and it has been brought in in spite
of his opposition. Sceing the Government
have recognised there has been justice in the
claim made by this side of the House, we
wish to assist them to make the Bill a much
better one. Taxation is one of the real
causes of the high cost of living, and we
hope, by the reduction of land taxation, to
lighten the burden upon the community
generally. We should encourage as many
people as possible to come to this State. and
if a 4d. or &d. in the £1 in taxation is retard-
ing the entry of people into this State. then
the matter should be rectified immediately.
Immigration is essential, and e should see
that we get our quota, if not more than our
quota. of immigrants in order to increase the
population, especially in the primary indus-
tries. Whether the taxable land he in the
city or in the country, we arc desivous of
cheapening the overhead -charges on indus-
tries by a reduction In taxation. Unless the
Government intend to remove the burden of
taxation on the primary producers, the Bill
will only be a lot of humbug. and is intended
for electioneering purposes only.

Mr. WinsTaxtEy: You are an authority on
humbug.

{12 Juwry.]
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Mr. SIZER : The hon. member is a canting
old humbug.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The expression used by the hon. member for
Nundah is unparliamentary, and 1 ask him
tn withdraw it.

Mr. SIZER: I withdraw. 1 do not, as a
rule, use words like that, but the statement
was made by the hon. member for Queenton,
and I certainly think he should withdraw
also. The following table shows the land
taxation in the various States and the Com-
monwealth :—

| e
| o S
[ =
: zv =i
c & B
wZ @i
i o {;F
. g7 Zed
P =]
A [ o
pugia
i i
| e e —=-
L © San o
| B LEZEBEDET
= E=S So =
— /RS Se s
=1 [ty = o2
£ Scae— " .
7} CL i D
| = WwEETESw g
2 1EEERL T F
‘ SEESC ST el
I hrd .AE_*_QQO;:&;;,
i N BT EARES A
i e -
7 a
| [— e S
cEEEE
2 &
= < -
= A R
= Ereg™
; S ST R B
i = Mz O
= CoE g
P vE 2
I - o2 2 .
} EEEE
| W
! .
‘_,__:.:
: ==
. 5
i [P
! -
S — - S
| .
| =
; = —
: =
& 8
o =3
(he
; D]
ik
o SRR e
e SIS
. : b=
= coe
= oSESS 2
= oSS
= SESSS—
Z = =it
s an IG5
45 e b} o
= EI =)
SCcoodDED
CEDESSED
CEEEERLES
ot Y =fefat
e L G
< [EREEARA]
s
£
=
i
M el
=
| = ‘ o g
| = ~ ) =18
= : 2= =
Z = =< S
i 3 — = Dr. o
1 < jad H 12— pea
! = - o ==
o7 < =Y SEO
= S& [=t=%=1
:s LSS e SSSos
: & e = 1B & D
i b= Rl R H
J ~

The PREMIER: I beg to move—
“ That the guestion be now put.”

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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Question—That the question be now put—
put; and the Committee divided :—

Axgrs, 36.

Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A, J.
,,» Bertram ,, Kirwan

,, Brennan ,, Land

,, Bulcock ,, Larcombe
,» Collins ,» McCormack
,» Conroy ,, Mullan

,» Cooper, F. A, ,, Payne

,» Cooper, W. ,, Pease

,» Coyne ,» Pollock

5, Dash ,» Riordan

,, Ferricks ;s Ryan

,» Foley ,» Smith

,» Forde ,, Stopford

,, Gilday ,» Theodore

,, Gillies ,, Weir

,, Gledson ,» Wellington
,» Hartley ,, Wilson

,» Huxham ,» Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Brennan and Mr. Foley.
Noes, 35.

Mr. Appel Mr. King

,» Barnes, G. P. ,, Logan

,» Barnes, W, H. ., Macgregor
,» Bebbington ,,» Maxwell

,» Bell ,,» Moore

,»» Brand ,, Morgan

,» Cattermull ,, Nott

,, Clayton ,» Deterson

»» Corser ,, Petrie

»»  Costello ,, Roberts, J. H, C.
., Deacon ,, Roberts, T.R.
,» Bdwards ,, Sizer

,, Elphinstone ,, Swayne

,» Fletcher ,» Taylor

» Fry , vowles

,» Green ., Walker

., Jones, J. 5 Warren

,s Kerr

Tellers: Mr. Clayton and Mr. Logan.

Resolved in the affirmative.

12 p.m.]

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted (Mr. Vowles’s amendment) stand
part of the question—put; and the Com-
mittee divided—

Ayes, 36.

My, Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Bertram ,, Kirwan

,, Brennan ,, Land

,, Bulcock ,» Larcombe
,,» Collins ,» McCormack
,» Conroy ,» Mullan

,» Cooper, F. A, ., Payne

,» Cooper, W. ,, Pease

,» Coyne ., DPollock

s Dash ,» Riordan

,» Ferricks s Ryan

,, Foley 5, Smith

,, TForde ,, Stopford

,, Gilday ,» Theodore

.,y Gillies ,, Weir

,, Gledson ,» Wellington
,, Hartley ,, Wilson

,» Huxham ,, Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. F. A. Cooper and Mr. Ferricks.

NoEs, 35.

Mr. Appel Mr. King

,» Barnes, G. P, ,, Logan

,» Barnes, W. H. ., Macgregor
,» Bebbington ., Maxwell

,, Bell ,» Moore

,» Brand ,, Morgan

,» Cattermull ,» Nott

., Clayton ,» Peterson

,, Corser ,, Petrie

., Costello ,, Roberts, J. H. C.
,» Deacon ,» Roberts, T. R.
. Edwards ,, Sizer

,, Elphinstone ., Swayne

,» Fletcher ,, Taylor

. Fry . Yowles

.. Green ,, Walker

,, Jones,d. ., Warren

,, XKerr

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Mr. Sizer.
Resolved in the affirmative.

Original question put and passed.
The House resumed.

The TemporarRY CHATRMAN reported that
the Committee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First READING.

The PREMIER presented the Bill, and
moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first

time.”
Question put and passed.

The sccond reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourped at 12.10 a.m.





