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TUESDAY, 11 JULY, 1922.

The Sreaker (Hon. W. Bertram, #Marce)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

Mu~BILLA-MoOUNT EDWARDS RAILWAY
K XTEXSION.

Mr. BELL {Fassifern) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“1. What is the number of men now
employed on the  Munbilla-Mount
Edwards Railway cxtension?

“2. About what date is it expected
that the Munbilla-Mount Bdwards section
will be opened for traffic?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Ilon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) replicd—
L9100 189.
2. About the end of September next.”

CosT or RUNNING SUNDAY KEXCURSION TRAINS
IN CUENTRAL-WESTERN (JUEENSLAND,

My, BULCOCK (Bareoo) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

*1. What is the average working cost
per train mile for the year 1921-22 for
the State of Queensland?

““2. What is the cost per train mile of
running Sunday excursion trajss from—
() Blackall to Alpha: () Blackail to
Barcaldine; (¢) Barcaldine to Longreach?

3. What proportion of the estimated
total cost is the body requiring the train
required to deposit?

*“4, On what principle does the Rail-
way Department vetain all surpluses over
and above the guarantec?

5, As the=sn excursions are invariably
a success, from a financial point of view,
will he consider the question of formula-
ting another basiz from which guarantees
arc computed, and apply same to the
Western areas, to allow of move frequent
intercourse between the isolated com-
munities of the West, by making the cost
of the expedition less to the individual
or body desiring to make the trip?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“110s. 11d.
¢ 2 The cost of running these excur-
sions, including overhead charges, repairs,
etc., which arve inscparable, is 10s. 11d.
per train mile.

3. Ts. 6d. per train mile for Sunday
trains, but in order to encourage business
and allow residents of Western Qucens-
lard reasonable excursion facilities, lower
guarantees have been accepted.

“4 and 5. See No, 3.’

Lexera axp Cost or CONSTRUCTION OF
ProcraiMep MAiN RoaDps.

Mr. KING (ZLogan) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

“ What is the total length of roads
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already proclaimed reain voads. and the
approximate cost of =ame when com-
pleted ¥
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Flon. 3. M. Covae, Warrcgo) replied
“The fotal length of road: alread:
proclaimed wain roads is 1.110 miles.

The 11»1).0\1 nate cost of completing such
roads is £1,620.000.”

SALES OF CATILT FROY STATE NTATIONS.
Mr. MORCAN (Iwriila) asked the Minister
in Charge of State Fnterprises—
1. What vumber of cattle have been

sold from State stations duving the year
ended 30th June, 19227

“ 2. ffow many woere sold and passed
over to State butchers’ shops?

“3. How many were beught or
acquired from other sources than the
State stations for use in State butehery’
shops ?”

Hox. W. TFORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
replied—
1,2 and 3. The information will be
obtained.”

Scroons CLOSED IN MURILLA ILECTORATE AND
THROUGHOUT QUEENSLAND.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Sccretary for
Public Instruction—

L .How many schools—{a) State, ()
provisional, (¢) half-time—have been
closed in the electorate of Murilla during
the year ended 30th June, 1922, owing to
the average attendance being below nine
scholars?

_““2. How many schools of all descrip-
tions have been closed in Queensland

during the ycar ended 30th June, 1922,
for a similar reason?”

The B3ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon, J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

1, The staternent hercunder shows in
respeet to the electorate of Murilla—(a)
the schools closed during the year ended
30th June, 1922, owing to the average
attendance being below nine scholars; (b)
the schools opened or reopened during
the period in question,

Kerioons CLoskEn,

‘ Average
N b i . . : Huee
St veot ctosne, AR
. Clasing.
|
State— :
Gilignlgul o 1 18th September, 1921 38
Juandah . ¢ 3lst Vareh, 1622 72
Prosvisional —
Inglestone... | 3lst July, 1921 61
Merawa 1 2nd June, 1929 70
Part-time —
Wilbah ot z
Byrock i pleth Yebruary, 1§22 76
Wuttle Park S

“ Qummarv: Schools closed—State 2,

provisional 2, parttime 1. Grand total
of schools closed—5.

for

NUROOLs Oreven ar REreNen,

Name nf Clngs of Bale  f Openiry or
NeFonl, seliont, Jeepeniioan

Merawn .. Urosisionul Opencd 19t Septam-
| ber, 1571
Goordiwindi | State v | Rebenad220a May,
West ! 19232
Arubial ..o Part-time | Revpen-d  on fall-
: v hasig Ietdaly,
t 1921
Giligulgul . state o Renpened os @ Part-

T tine  ccehol Gth
| Fehruy. 122
|

“ Summary : Schools opened or re-
opened-——State 1, provisional 2, part-time
1. Grand total of schools opened or
reopened—4, :

‘2. Thirty-five; but during the same
period 67 new schools of all deszeriptions
were opened in Quecnsland, and 33
schools were reopened.”

DisCHARGED SOLDIER SELECTORS.
Mr MORGAN asked the Sceretary for

Public Lands—

1. What 1s the number of discharged
soldiers who have sclected Crown Jands
throughout the State?

92 What is the total area selected?

3. What is the number that have for-
feited their selections?

“ 4. What is the arca of land thus for-
feited 7”7

"The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

re pnodﬂ

. The total number of blocks which
hav(\. heen allotted to soldier sottlers as
{vown selections to 30th June, 1922, is
3.425.

<9 Total area of same, 954,691 acres.

3. The total number of blocks which
have been forfeited by soldier settlers to
30th June, 1922, is 867.

“ 4. Total area of same, 182 022 acres.

>

GoveERNMENT MoToR CARS.
Mr. MORGAN asked the Premicr—

“ THow many motor cars were owned
by the Government on the 30th June,
1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920,
1921, and 1922 7"

The PREMIER (Hou. B. G. Theodore,

Chillagne) replied—

“ The information will be obtained.”
Mr. Momeax: We got that answer last

vear.

COMPARISON OF STATE AND PRIVATE DUSINESS

EXTERPRISES.
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary

In order that a fair comparison may
be made hetween the results shown by
businesses conducted by the State and
similar businesses condu(‘tod by private
enterprise, and also in order that the
public may realise the actual losses on
the various State enterprises, will he issue
instructions—

{(n} That in resnect of those State
busineuses ((‘\(IU\I\S of the railways)




replied—

WSO M,

which have sinece their inception dis-
closed a profit in any year, the amount
of State and Commonwealth income tax
shall be charged which would have
been payable had each sach State busi-
ness been conducted by a private com-
pany at the same rate of profit?

(b) That in respeet of all State busi-
nesses, all charges, such as State and
Commonwealth land tax, interest at
current rate for bank overdraft, etc.,
shall be made which would have been
payable had cach business respectively
been conducted by a private company?

(¢) That in respect of State stations,
the Land Court shall make such
reappraisements of rent as would have
been made had the stations not been
purchased by the Government, and that
in making up the profit and loss
account of each State station, the
actual rent as so roappraised (includ-
ing all retrospective rent which would
have been payable) shall be charged ?”’

Hon. W. FORGAN' ' SMITH (Mackay)

“ The results of the State enterprises
are very clearly and fully set out in the
financial statements given in the report
on the department presented to Parlia-
ment annually and certified to by the
Auditor-General. The honourable mem-
ber should know that the principle under-
lying State enterprises is that any profits
accruing to the enterprises—after full
charges for interest and depreciation have
been made—shall be returned to the
Treasury. Since their inception, and up
to 30th June last, there has been paid to
the Treasury in interest a total sum of
£365.600; and out of the profits of
various enterprises there has been repaid
to the Treasury since 1919 the sum of
£76.000. In addition, the State stations
have paid the full amount charged by
the Lands Department for rents (over
£76,000) since their inception.”

DupLication oF Rammway rrom EAGLE JUNC-

TION TO PINKENBA, AND ENLARGEMENT OF
RAILWAY STATIONS.

Mr. PETRIE (ZToombul) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“ Now that branch sidings from the
Pinkenba Railway line have been put in
to the Hamilton Cold Stores and to the
Whinstanes Cotton Ginning Mill, will he
consult with the Commissioner for Rail-
ways with the view of having the railway
line from Iagle Junction to Pinkenba
duplicated, and the buildings and plat-
forms at Clayfield, Hendra, Ascot, Doom-
ben, Whinstanes, Eagle Farm, and
Pinkenba enlarged and altered to meet
the recuirements of the people living in
those districts, thus preventing accidents
that are now more likely to occur from
short platforms and other inconveniences
that now exist?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
“Yes.”

RarLway REFRESHMENT-ROOM CHARGES.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Minister for
State Enterpriz

“1. Has his attention been drawn to
the announcement that the New South

11 Juoy.]
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Wales Government has agreed to reduce
the charges for meals at refreshment
stations to 2s.7

“2, Owing to the cost of living having
been considerably reduced, will he bring
about a similar reduction in Queensland,
and thus give the travelling publie an
opportunity of obtaining a good meal ab
a reasonable price?”

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH replied—

1 and 2. The honourable member does
not state the class of meal provided for
2s. in New South Wales, consequently his
comparison is of no value. It is cus-
tomary to review the question of charges
at our rooms at the end of each financial
year, and this is now being done by the
department. I might inform the honour-
able member, however, that the Queens-
land Railway Refreshment-rooms—under
departmental control—have for the last
six years supplied the travelling public
with a high quality service at a much
lower price than any other similar service
in Australia, and, at the same time,
returned substantial profits to the Trea-
sury. 'The Trade Commissioner holds
certified statements that the charges
made by six vrepresentative cafés in
Brisbane for a meal similar to that pro-
vided in the State Refreshment-rooms
for 2s. 6d. were as under—three at 3s.:
one at 3s. 8d.; one at 4s. 9d.; one at
6s. 1d. T also wish to inform the honour-
able member that the syndicate with
which he iz acquainted has no chance of
securing control of this enterprise.”

AMOUNT Parp AT StaTE CANNERY FOR IMPORTED

Fruir Prre.
Mr. KERR (Enoggesra), in the absence of

Mr. Sizer (¥undeh), asked the Minister in
Charge of State Linterprises—

“ What amount has been paid by the
State Cannery for fruit pulp imported
from Southern States from 1st July, 1921,

. to 30th June, 182277

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH replied—

“The amount paid was the market
price at date of purchase of the various
fruit pulps unprocurable in Queensland.”

FEXPENDITURE AT DARALABA
Stare Coar MiNe; TexpERs FoR CONCRETE
SHAFT AT StyX RIvER COALMINE,

Mr. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Secretary

for Mines—

“1. What was the amount of (a) gross
income, (&) gross coxpenditure, of the
State coalmines at Baralaba for the year
ended 30th June, 19227

“2. Ys it a fact that tenders were
accepted for putting down a concrete
shaft at the Styx coal area?

“ 3. If so—{a) who was the successful
contractor; (b) what was the contract
price ?”’

The SWCORETARY FOR MINES (Hon.

A. J. Jones, Paddington) replied—

“1. The information will be disclosed
in the Auditor-General’s report.

2. Tenders were not called for sink-
ing a shaft at Styx coal mine.

“ 3. See answer to No 2.7
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Surer Tax ox INcoME axD Lanp Taxes.

Mr. BRAND asked the Treasurcer—

“1. Is it his intention to withdraw the
imposition of the super tax on income
and land taxes payable for the year
ended 30th June, 19227

2, If not, will he have included in
the proposed amendments of the land
and income taxes a provision prohibiting
its imposition 7’

The TREASURER replicd—

“The intentions of the Government

will be disclosed in due course.”
{Laughter.)

PROHIBITION OF STREET AND OpEN LANE
BETTING.
Mr. MAXWELL
Home Sceretary—
“Will he take the necessary steps to
srohibit street and open lane betiing ¥

(Toowony) asked the

The HOME SECRETARY (Ilon. W.
McCormack, Cairns) replied—
“The Police have already been

whatever action is
awarc of their

instructed to take
necessary, and arve well
duty in the matter.”

SUGOESTED DISPOSAL CF STATE STATIONS.
Mr. MAXWELL asked the
(‘harge of State Enterprises—
“In the face of the statements made by
the Premier about State stations, will he
take the necessary steps to dispose of
them 77
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH replied-—
“The future policr regarding State
stations is at preseat under cousidera-
tion.”

Minister 1n

Lo oN ROCKHAMPTON-PARKHURST TRAIN;

08T OF YEPPOON-BYFIELD RAILWAY.
Mr. PETERSON (Yormanby) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

1. What financial loss has been
incurred by the Railway Department in
the running of the Rockhampton-Park-
hurst train for the period 1st October,
1820, to 30th June, 19227

“2. What was the cost of the railway
survers for the proposed Yeppoon-Byfield

Railway 7”7
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“1. This information will be made

available later. The farmers of PPark-
hurst and district and the residents of
Park avenue and Glenmore usec this {rain,
and I do not intend to deprive them of
the service.

“2. £1,700 for a distance of 26 miles.”

AGREEMENT BETWEEN (GOVERNMENT AND
BriseaNE TRaMwAYS CoMPANY, LIMITED.

Mr. MOORE Pre-

mier—

“1. Will he lay upon the table of the
House the agreement between the Govern-
ment and the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany relating to the taking over of the
trams?

(Aubigny) asked the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questrons.

¢ 2. Does he consider it fair or busines:-
like to ask the local authorities concerned
in the proposed trust to consider the
question of taking the trams over with-
out knowing the contents of the agree-
ment, and what the terms are, and the
cost will be?

“3. Will a poll be allowed under the
Local Authorities Acts, if the electors
concerned in the arcas apply for same,
before the proposed trust is allowed to
finalise matters?

“4. Does he not consider the time
opportune to allow the terms of the agreo-
ment toc become known, seeing that the
local authoritics have no data to go ont”

The PREMIER replied—

“1 to 4. As these questions are based
on the erroncous assumption that there
is an agrcement between the Governmest
and the Brisbane Tramways Company,
the hon. member is advised to await the
introduction of the proposed legislatios
on the subject.”

LiasiLity To Stamr DuTY oN FEDERAL ALLOW-
ANCE Recmrers Issuep BY FRieNDLY SocCIk-
TIES AND AMBULANCE BRIGADES.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba)
asked the Attorney-General—

“1. Are reeceipts issued to a registered
friendly society by a member or depend-
ent for funeral allowance subject to stamp
duty ?

“ Are reccipts for donations to ambu-
lance brigades subject. to stamp duty ?”

The ATTORNEY-GENLERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, #linders) replied—
“ 1. No.
‘2. No.”

Use or LicHTr Stiam CARS ON RAILWAYS.

Mr. T. R, ROBERTS asked the Secretary
for Railwavs—

“1. In view of the curtailment of rail-
way services in country districts. has
money been provided to the Railway Com-
missioner to enable him to securc a light
class of steam car, capable of carrying a
few passengers, mails, and creain, and
giving it a trial, as mentioned in report
of Commissioner for Railways, 1921 (page
18)?

‘2. If money is not available, will he
press Cabinet to make available such
sum as would cnable the Cominissioner
to provide quicker transit in country
districts ?”

The SECRETARY
replied—

“1 and 2. Very little alteraticn has
been made in the branch line services
during the last three yecars. Inguiries
are being made to secure a suitable car.
and money will be made available when
necessary.”

FOR RAILWAYS

RamLway FAre CoNCESSIONS TO SETTLERS ON
MINING HOMESTEAD LEASES.
My, PLETCHER (Port Curtis) asked the
Minister for Mines—
“Will he take steps to make provision
for settlers on mining homestcad leases
to obtain similar concessions as settlers
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under the Lards Department roceive in
the matter of fares for their wives and
families when travelling to their selec-
tions 7"’
The SECRETARY FOR MINLKS replied—
“No. As miners’ homestead perpetual
leascs, except town allotments within a
ronlimining field, are . available only to
residents of the gold or mineral firld on
which the land 1s situated. the question
of granting railway concessinns could not
apply thereto”

BRISBANE TRAMWAY TRUST BiLL.
IxtrrarioN.
The HOME SECRETARY
McCormack, Cairns) moved—
_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, V1'es<>1v0 itself inte a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to provide for
the acqul?tmh, constructicn, manage-
ment, and working of tramways in
Brisbane.” e s
Question put and passed.

(Hon. W.

VACANCY IN SBENATE OF COMMON-
WEHALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
Epecrioy or Jouy VaLENTINE MiacDoxaLp,
VICE JOHN ADAMSON, DECEASED.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. (. Theocdore
Chillugoe), in moving—— ’
“That John Valentine MacDonald be
clected to hold the place in the Senate
rendered vacant by the death of Senator
John Adamson,”
said: There is no necessity for iue particu-
larly to stress the nomination. Mr.
MacDonald alrecady has been appointed
under the authority of the Iixecutive to fill
the vacancy in accordance with the terms of
the Commg)nweulth Constitution Act, and
we are asking the Assembly now to confirm
the appointment. Myr. John V. MacDonald
h.as the confidence of the Labour organisa-
tions of Queensland, and has been duly
selected to represont the Labour movement
in the Senate. It may be saild that the
Senator whose place he 1s taking represented
some other political pavty, but there is an
answer to that. It may be pointed out that
the repre:entation of the Labour movement
in the Senate is indeed very small—far
below what it is entitled to, oven on the
voting at the last general election.

My, VOWLES (Dalby): T have a nomina-
tion to submit rogret the occasion which
makes it necessary for this House to take
into consideration the appointment of a
suceessor to the late Sonator John Adamson
I think that the whole of this Assembly
regrets his tragic end. (Hear, hear!)
Senator Adamson was a man whose name will
go down to pesterity as one who was pre-
pared to set aside personal considerations
for the sake of what he considered to be his
undoubted national duty. The name that I
desire to submit to this Assembly with all
respect is that of James Peter Peterson, of
“Mardan,” Adelaide  street, Clayfield
Brisbane. ' ) ’

Mr. Brunnan: He Is your leader.

Mr. VOWLES: I think an anomaly has
arisen, so far as the pracedure of this House
is concerned. We must take it that, when the
Federal Government declared the method by

[11 Jury.]
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which vacancies in the Senate should be
filled, the members of that Government
presupposed that the Government of the
State for the time being would be represen-
tative of the political fecling of the majority
of the people in that State, That is not so
here. It is a well-known fact that hon.
member; sitting in Opposition represent a
larger number of electors of Queensland than
hon. members on the Government side of the
House.

The Previkr: Your party only got 78,000
votes.

Mr. VOWLES: At the last Senate elec-
tions. the late Senator Adamson received
163,000 votes, and Mr. Ferricks, who was
the highest Labour candidate, only received
124,000 votes.

Mr. Poitock: And yet the Labour party
got no representation.

Mr. VOWLES: Those figurces showed that
a very large perceutage of the people were
not in accord with the doctrines of the
Labour party. We are asked by the Govern-
ment to sapport a gentleman who 1is known
to be an advocate of communism. (Govern-
ment laughter.) The gentleman norainated
is known from his writings to be an advocate
of  communism. (Government laughter.)
That gentleman was_ editor of the *“ Daily
Standard,” and we take it he must have becen
rospousible for the articles that appearsd i1
that paper, and that he is a straightout
advocate of communism.

Mr. Brusyay: And free
suppose ?

Mr, VOWLES: The hon. member cannot
geb over the event that is to happen on the
18th, (Laughter.) Presumably, the majority
of hon. members sitting on the Government
side of the House to-day are not sympathetic
towards communism, for, if they were, they
would not be briuging into this Chamber the
legislation which s fareshadowed.  The
nomination 1 propose is thab of James Petor
Peterson, of ‘“Mardan,” Adelaide street,
Clayfield, Brisbane, who declares—

«T. James Veter Peterson, of “Mar-
dan,’ Adelaide strect, Clayfield, Bris-
bane. grazing farmer, hereby declare that
I am legally qualified to be a member of
the Senate of the Parliament of the Com-
monwoalth, and I hereby consent to be
nominated at this election, and to act if
clected.

“ Dated this third day of July, 1922,

Jaues PerTer PETERSON.

love, too. I

" {Sgd.)

My, TAYLOR (Windsor): I also have a
nomination to submit to the House. The
rcason why the Nationalist party are sub-
mitting this nomination is because the late
Senator John Adamson—whose death, I am
surs, overs hon, member in this Chamber
deeply deplores and regrets, jrrespective of
what his political views may be—was a repre-
centative  of the Central district as a
Nationalist candidate; and we think that at
this time Contral Quecensland should have
representation in the Senate. Tor that rea-
son, 1 desire to mnminate William George
Thompson. merchant. of Rockhampton, for
the position of Senator.

Mr. Sroprorn: Shoot low,

Mr. Porrock: Is there not a nominatiomn
from the Northern Country party, too?

Mr. Stoprorb: © Two-gun Jim !

My, Taylor.]
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Question—That John Valentine MacDonald
be elected to the vacaney in the Senate—
put; and the House divided:—

In division—

The SPEAKER said: Under the Standing

Order the Speaker, as the presiding officer.
is entitled to wvotr. and T therefore record
my vote with the “Ayes.”

AYEs, 37.

Mr. Barber My,
., Bertram N

,» Brennan
»» Bulcock
,» Collins
., Conroy

Jones, AL .
.. Nirwan

.. hand
T.areombe
Mellormack
Mullan

,» Cooper, F.A, Payne
., Cooper, W, Peass
., Covne Tollock
,» Dash Riordan

,»  Dunstan

) Pyan
., Ferricks

mith

,» Folev Stopford

., Forde Theodore

. Gilday Weir

,, Gillng Wellington
. Gledson .. Wilson

., Hartley .. Winstanley

.. Huxham
Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Pease.

Nogs, 34.

Mr. Appel Mr.
., Barnes. W, H, I

., Bebbington

., Bell Maxwell
,» Brand .. Moore

., Cattermull .. Morwen
,, Clayton Vot

,, Corser Prtivaon
s, Costello Potri

., Deacon . Roberts, 1,07, (C,
s Edwqrds .. Poberts, T. R,
,, Flphinstone izor

., Fletcher

Hizer

W V'
» Fry 7 vl
5» Green . Vowles
s dJomes, J, Walker
., Kerr Warren

Tellore: Mr. Brand and Mr. Siwer.

Resolved in the affirmative.

Messice 1o His BXCRILENCY THE (OVERNOR.
The PREMIER: T beg to move—
“Thst Mr. Speaker be requested to

forthwith inform Ilis FEwcellency the
Governor that John Valentine Mac-

_I)onz}ld has been chosen to hold the place
in the Senate rendered vacant hy the
death of Senator John Adamson.”

Question put and passed.

PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA-
TION BILL.
INTPTATION 1IN COMMITTER.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbanc, in the chair.)

M. VOWTLES (Dalby): 1 was going into
the exnenditure of monev in connection with
this scheme when T was stonped by the opera-
tion of the Starding Orders at half-past 4

) o’clock on Fridav last. It appears

[4 pom.] to me that if this large amount

of money is going to be spent,
as foreshadowed in the provisions of the
Bill and in accordance with the oninion
of those who appear to be in the corfidence
of the Gevernment in this matter, then the
monex will be expended at the wrong end.
I cannot see whv it should be nccessary to
employ such a horde of organizers for a
scheme which the farmers have been asking

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Oryanisativie Sid.

for, and why these organisers should be going
round as publicity agents in a semi-political

way. 1 say that adviscdly.
The SEcrETARY roR  Agricuvnrtvre: You

should prove it.

Mre. VOWLES: I am going to prove it.
They are going round boo‘ting themselves,
and elaiming credit for things that they have

- no connaection with, and the Government are

urging their claims upon existing political
organisations in view of this scheme being
put into effect.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
object to the scheme?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not object to the
scheme, but I object to the people being
fooled. If this is a genuine scheme, then we
ave willing to support it. It has been fore-
shadowed in the Governor’s Speech, and
reforred to in the newspapers. 1t was
referred to by the Secretary for Agriculture
as the scheme mentioned by the Premier
when he was at Lowood, Hon. members will
find in the “ Daily Mail” of the 4th instant
that some of the publicity agents spoke in
reference to the Advisory Board, and, in
support of their claim that the existence of
the scheme was justified, made this state-
moent—

“ Some few weeks ago suppliers to
factories were receiving as low as Td. per
1b. for butter fat, while to-day they are
receiving from 1s 1d. to 1s. 2d.”

You will find that a publicity agent in
another part of the same paper has this
paragraph—

Do you

“ RisE IN BUTTER.

“Mre. W. Kelso, sceretary of the
Queensland Butter Pool, advises that the
price of butter will be 196s. per cwt.
(1s. 8d. per 1b.), as from to-day. The pro-
longed dry spell and the consequent rapid
decline in the supply of milk are largely
responsible for the increase.”

There is the proof of a scheme, and, if it is
not boosting it up for political purposes,
what are. they doing it for?

Mr. W. Cooper: You do not want it

Mr. VOWLES : We do want it.

Mr. W. CoorEr: Why do rou object to it?

Mr. VOWLES: We do not object to it,
but we say it should be done under the super-
vision of the Agricultural Department. Do
hon. members opposite say that it is necessary
to create anothor sub-department. which is
going t» cost arything up to £50.000 per
annum 7

The SECRETARY  FOR
vou are against it?

My, VOWLES: I am not against it; but
it is a commoentary on the department of
which the hon. gentleman is in charge.

The SFERETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1f
were in power, would you not do it?

Mre. VOWLER: Don’t be silly.
The Seemeriry 1or Acricuvnrrer: Be logi-
cal—connect your remarlks.

Mr. VOWLES: T want to be honest about
it. T do not want to spend money simply for
clestioneering purposes. 1 was talking about
the expenditure of this £50,000, or a large
proportion of it, in paying these agents £8
a week. and 17s. 6d. a dav travelling expenses,
to ¢o round the ccuntry, presumably for very
little purpose. All the expenditurc is going

Agrictrrrri: Then

you
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on in the way of advertising and boosting
the scheme for political purposcs. If the
department, or the Government. were to
expend their proportion of this woney out-
side Quo(‘n:hnd looking for m‘ulxe‘rs for our
surplus produce, they \\ould be acting in a
businesslike way. 1 understand that some-
thlng has been done in that direction, with
a view to trying to create a market for
Queensland produce; but I would urge the
(XOV(‘TD!HOIIt to got bnsx in other dircetions
and try to establish markets in the Rast and
clsewhore which have not been exploited up
ta the present time. If money is spent in
that way, we can deal with our surplus pro-
duce.  As regards the future. once the peoplo
are satisfied the Government ave acting in a
businesslike way, and doing something for

the money which is being expended, ho) will
be behind the scheme.
The SecreTaRY TOr Acrictrrrre: That js

what I expected of you. Are there not
plenty of people who are freetraders for
some things and not for others

Mr. VOWLES: Perhaps the hon. gentle-
man is like freetraders who ave freetraders
for come things but not for others. I say
that we want thix; the farmors want it:
we have asked for it; and it is in our plat-
form. Tt is a part of the platform which was
enunciated years ago by the Farmers’ party.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE : What are
vou eryving over it for?

Mr. VOWLES: I am not crying over it
1 1 want to impress on the Government is
that we are not going to sit here and allow
them to make use of the people in the
country for npolitical purposes.  For the
last seven vyears the Government have had
the opportunity of doing something in_ the
interesis of the ia"m(‘b but, instead of
doing something for their bonefit, T can point
to scores of thmgm that the Government did

which were to the disadvantage of the far-
mers, It is for that reason that 1 doubt
this elsventh hour repentance of the Govern-

ment. I doubt their sincerity. T know thal
the Governmeoent are not sincere in this matter.
It is pure window-dressing. This is another
oceasion on which the Covernment are going
“o uvee the public funds of Queensland in an
illegal way to advertise themselves and try
0 ret Treasury benches. T do not

tain the
propose to say anvthing further at this stage.
When we gt the Bill T will criticise it,
and, if T can assist the Secretary for Agri-
culture to put it on the statute-book and
make it a better Bill than it is at present.
I will do so. We arc determined to soe that,
wh-n the Bill is passed. it is not going fo
remain a dead letter. At the next wenoral
clection we are going to make every cndea-
vour to sce that members are returned to
Parliament who will see that this will become
o live measure, and not like some that we
have on the statute-book to-day.

My, BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 would
like to tell the Minister in charge of this
Bill that the statement that he made ahout
the primary producers not being organised
1% incorrect. Thﬂ sugar ])T()(luc(‘la. the butter
producers, the cheese producers. and the frait
growers are all organised, and, in addition,
we have the whea~ poo] That means that
90 per cent. of the primary producers are
already organised industrially. T would like
to ask the Secretary for Agriculture if only
those who are members of the Covernment
organisation will be entitled to voxe. Is he

[T Juroy.
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going to give power to levy on all the
factories, because it is just like levying on
workers” wages, and that is a very se 1i0us
thing? I had & return given o me by one of
our factories in connection with the Federal

cheese pool of 1921, showing that levies cost
this particular factory Is. per ewt, That is

why I want to know how far this Bill gives
power to levy on the producers’ wages, which,
as I say, is equal to a levy on workers
wages, [ maintain that, if we brought a
Bill before this Committee giving the Govern-
ment power to levy on the workmen’s wages,
we would scon hear about it from outside

Mr. WARREN :
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to know_if

the tax is for the n'ombm of the organisation
only, and will they b the only ones who will
have the vote?  Otherwise we shall have
thousands of people who are going to have
their wages levied on who will not join this
o.q‘lmmmon at all. If they will not join the
rovernment organisation, do the Government
propose o levy on thelr wages to support
their organisation?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
advise them not to join it?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 1 want to know, if
persons will not join the hon. gentleman’s
organisation, does he propose to levy on their
wages? If he doces, then he proposes to Jevy
on their wages to support an association which
they object to. I maintain that 90 per
cont. of the producers ave already organised
in the big industrial unions, and here we
have ‘he Minister coming along and saying
that they arve disorganised.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don’t
come to any couclusion until you have seen

the Biil,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : T call the Minister
attention to & speech which he made in Dalby,
whore he said that the show was important,
but not so important as the Government’s
proposition regarding this council would be,
Then he went on to say how the fruit industry
was dlsorganised.

The SECRETARY TFOR
hear !

Mr. BEBBINGTON: ILast session the
Minister knows that we had foreshadowed in
the Govornor’s Speech certain legislation to
deal with important matters in regard to the
fruit industry. Did not the people in the
Stanthorpe district undertake financial respon-
sibilities on account of that being put in the
Governor’s Speech? Did not these organisa-
tions =»nd their representatives down herve
week after week?

The CITATRMAN : Order! Ovder ! T would
polnt out to the hon. gentleman that there
is a resolution before the Committee. I do
not wish to interfrre with the hon. member’s
rights, but it is nccessarr to dircuss the
resolution and not introduce any extrancous
matter.

Mr. BEBBINGTON
very careful about this resolution, and we
should not be restricted in our discussion.
1 was pointing ont that after these arrange-
ments were made last session to deal with
fruit. and the Minister referred to it at
Dalby, the hon. gentleman and the other
members of the Government simply adjourned
Parliament and went away to the Melbourne
races and allowed the producers to stew in
their own fat.

This is another tax.

Do you

Acricvnrure . Hear,

We have got to be

Bebbington.]
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Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): The Nationalist party
will support any Bill that is introduced for
the bencfit of the man on the land-—the man
who makes his living out of the soil. We have
always supported the man on the land, and
our sympathy and agitation for the farmers
did not originate during the last couple
of months, as is the case with the Government.
Tiver since I have been in this House I can
say that the members on the Opposition
benches have alwars advocated the cause of
the farmer, pointing out the difficulties which
he had to struggle through in order to make
a living, and secking benefits for him, Tn
season and out of scason members on this
side have always done all they possibly could
for the farmers, and have alwaxs endeavoured
to convinee the Government that they ought
to do something in this respect. When T was
speaking on the want of confidence motion
on 24th August last, I spoke about the
clements which existed in our midst, when an
attempt was made to upset constitutional
government by revolutionary methods, and
I made use of these remarks—

¢ The remedy for unemploryment is to
restore to Queensland paritamentary con-
trol of the affairs of State, and to cut
out this exotic growth which is poisoning
the minds of the people, as a surgeon
would cut out a cancer—cut it out and
spare no root of it. Let the Government
during the next ten years devote their
whole attention to encouraging primary
and secondary industries, increasing pro-
duction by lightening taxation so that
with a flourishing State, a beehive of
industry, uncemployment will cease and
there will boe plenty of work so that under
proper management there will be very
little deliciency to make up, and the
railways will pay.”’

The scntiments then expressed were simply
those of anyone who is interested in this
State, and who loves his State wmore than a
communistic  State.  We all know that
co-operation  has  materially  helped the
farmers and primary producers in various
part« of the world, inciuding America,

Denmark, France, Germany, and Switzer-
land. The Minister has informed us that
this scheme has been to a very large
extent imported from America, that it

is experimental, and that the farmers must
make a suceess of if; that, if they put
forward proposals, thev should have their
own way, and. if they make a failure, the
Gevernment will not be to blame. That sets
out clearly the fact that the Government ave
going to lose all interest in the matter so
soon as the Couneil of Agriculture puts for-
ward a proj 1 hostile to thein, Tl

The Go-
vernment are resporsible for sending through-
out the State mony  orgavisers, and it
naturally follows that we have to analvse the
action of the Government to see just how
far it has a political touch about it. If it
has a political touch, then more is the pity.
because, after all, the introduction of a Bill
of this kind should be for the welfare of the
primary prodacers generally and of the
people living in the cities as well.

Wo koow that this Dill has been delayved
for seven yeavs. TFor seven years the Go-
vernment have been makicg the primary pro-
ducers squeal. and taxing them for the amuse-
ment of the industrialists,

The SECRETARY TFOR
made that statement?

[Mr. Fry.

AGRICULTURE:  Who

[ASSEMBLY.)

Orgeaisation Bil,

Mr. FRY

T am making the statemoent.
T do not want to refer to individuals. but
everyone kiows who reads at all that the
hon. members sitting behind the Government
or those who have been associated with the
Governnent  either iuside or outside the
House have always talked aboub making the
producers zqueal.
The SECRETARY TOR
deliberately untrue.

Mre, FRY : People: du not talk loudiy wiem
they are proposing to break and entey

house—these things ave dene in seere! —and
the owner who loses his property squeals.
The farmer has been taxed to such an extent

MGRICULTURE :

o

since the present Governament took control
of affairs that he is sguealing,  Wkhen the

Yon. member for Drayvion. a prominent men-
bor of the Opposition and the representative
of a ferming constituency, brought forwayd
an amendinent to the Profitecring Prevention

Bill. the whole of the CGovernmeni voiced
against it, although 1t embodied the very
proposals brought ferward by the Govevis
ment to-day.

The SECRETARY FORr AGRICULTURE : Don't be
silly.

FRY: T am not silly; and I am not

enough to believe that there s g
difference between the proposal brought fc
vard by that member of the Opposition to
constitute a board to advise the Government
and a Council of Agviculture for the same
purpose. There may be a difference in the
magnitude and scope of its operatious. but
the princinle is the same, and the Govern-
ment in 1919 voted against the proposition
which thev are making to-day. They have
come to their senses and the Nationalist
party support them for doing so, bub we want
ty have some proof of sincerity so far as the
admitistration of the measure is concerned.

The Nationslist party have recognised for
a long time that the farmer’s friends were
the men who worked for hir, and that the
farmers befriended the men in the cities
and in their platform ther have the following
provisions 1 —

“ ENCOURAGEMENT OF  PRODUCTION
AND MANUFACTURE.

13, Guarantecing the right of every
citizon to convey and dispose of his ov
her proeduce in the open mavket in any
part  of the Commenwealth withous
estriction by any combinstion or Go-
vorament,  and  generally  securing  to
vrimary producers the full valuas of their
labour.

“ AGRICTLTURE AND STOCK.

] ) The simplification  of  the
existing laws relating to agrieulture and
stock, and  the reorganisation of the
Department  of  dgriculture, so as io
obtain the most ient, scientific, and
praciical  divection and administration,
aud the highest efficiency in production.

“ by A vigorous irrigation and con-
sorvation of water policy.”

The CHATRMAN: Ovder! I bhope the
hon. mwember will quote only those planks
relating to the resolution under discussion.
T cannot allow him to quote the whole plat-
forn.

Mre. FRY :

Decause car platform is so ¢

T am not going to do that,
ctensive that 1t
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covers every individual in the State. T am
dealing with the furmers only, aud our plat-
form provides— .

B A vigoerous drrig
sorvation of water polic

i) Btate assistanee
tion ¢f fodder.”

The CITATRMAN: 1 would point out fo
the hon. miember that bie cannot deal at this
stage with the cottents of the Biil. 1 suggest
that he keop the discussion to the prineiple
involved in the vesolution.

Llv, FRY © 1 «hall do that. T quite under-
and  the posttion. This is the point 1
want to get at—

Sy Formation of o Board of Agri-
culture. vo be a corvulting and advisory
hody thy the Governmoent), and the ab-
lishiment of an agricultural bureaw.”

That is on all fours with the proposition of
the Government. and it is in our platform.
which wus published to the world s 3
ago and advocated in 1920 by myvasell
others of our partv.  The samo remark
applies to the other proposition associating
the construction of railways with the Council.
I am very pleased to see that the Commis-
sioner for Railways is to be o member of the
Roard. because that azain is the adopiion of
a policy which we previcusly submitred, Tt
cannct, therefore, be veasonably expected that
the Nationalist party will offer any <erious
objection to the 1ntraduction of this measure.
and for that reason we will give it oll the
assmistance we po<sibly can. T for one am
happy to see that the (overnmoent have
wakened to their duty to the community even
at the cleventh hour, and have irtroduced a
Bill which is going to make for the better-
ment of the man on the land and gencrally
for the happiress of the people and  tho
veduction of unemplovinent.

At 4.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Tnder the opera-
tion of Standing Order No. 17. I musi now
leave the chaiy and make my report to the
1Iouse. ’

The Sr reswiied  the oy
Chairman reportad progress,

ation and con-

in the conserva-

] fhe

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
REsuyprION OF DERATE.
Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton): I have to
offer my meed of praiss and congratulation
to the hon, member who moved the Address

in Reply, and to thc hon. member who
X seconded  that motion. Fach
[4.30 p.m.Jmade a thoughtful address, and

showed he had a good knowledge
of Queensland and her requirements. Any-
one who is at all a student of politics must
foel very grateful to the Government for
having brought down such a list of very
constructive measures &y have been promised
in the Governor’s Speech. Quite a number
of them are calenlated to improve the lot
of the man on the land. I am very pleased
to notice that therc is to be a Bill to amend
the Workers’ Compensation Act, providing
for the pavment of additional compensation
to men suffering from miners’ phthisis. That
i ure in which a number of membeors
on this side of the House are interested, Tt
is one in respect of which the hon. member
for Mount Morgan and I waited on the
Attorney-General, because we had received
certain communications from the miners’
phthisis committee iun Mount Morgan, and

{11 Jory.]
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I am pleased to say that we got a sympa-
thetic reply. Many of those men to-dav
arc not getting an adequate allowance. It is
desived that, if they die, a lump sum should
be paid to their widows.

I, like othor hon. members, am very
pleased that Ilis Excellency the Governor,
during his term of office in Queensland, has
taken thce trouble to get round this great
State to learn its requirements, and to
krnow its people. He has favoured Central
Quecnsland in that direction, 1 had th
privijeze of accompanying His Excellenc
the Premier, the Secretary for Railwas
the houn. member for Fitzroy, and the hon.
member for Mount Morgan over the Daw-
sou Valley water conssrvation and irrigation
area.  The Governor took a keen interest
in everybhing he saw. I had an opportunity
of accompanying him o the cotton farms in
the Dawson Valley district. Fe obtained
a fund of information, and was good enough
to congratulate the Government for going on
#ith the water conservation and irrigation
scheme, because of the way in which it
would assist towards the speedy development
of Central Queensland. Anyone who travels
over the Dawson Valley arca is greatly
impressed with the wonderful results that
will accruc after the big dam has been built
on the Dawson River and the irrigation
scheme is carried out. According to experts,
it will mean greatly increased land settle-
ment; it will mean that pcople who settle
there will not be subjected to the vagariecs of
the scasons, but will be assured of suflicient
water to grow crops even in the driest sca-
son. I recently was very much impressed
with what the Hon. Frank Clarke, Minister
for Works in Viectoria, said regarding the
possibilities of irrigation. He said—

“Irrigation is one of the means by
which Australia will be assisted out of
her difficultics. On the Victorian side
of the Murray the land is irrigated, and
it is worth £20 per acre. £11.000,000
spent on irrigation in Victoria has in-
creased the value of the land served by
£89,000,000.”

Can we not expect something of that kind
in the Davion River area? Then, by utilis-
ing the waters of the Dawson, experts sax
we can get cheap power. Cheap power is a
necessity in {Jentral Queensland, if we ave
to hecome a hig manufacturing district, -
have all the raw materials—the wool, the
coal, the cotton. Why not have secondary
industrics ?  Cheap power is the chiel essen-
tial: and we sghall be able to gect thst by
utilising the waters of the Dawson and the

zrow rivers. That is another aspect of
great Dawson scheme, (oing over that
Dawson water conssrvation area, I was
greatly impressed with the scope that our
Main Roads Board will have. One could
not travel over these areas without feeling
that there is absolute necessity for the con-
struction of good roads in Queensland. In
many of the areas in Contral Queensland
to-dav the roads are not it for the farmers
to travel over. Ifis Hxcellency the Governor
had an opportunity of cceing that for him-
self. The Main Roads Board Act passed
by this Government has not been long in
operation, but the members of the board
have already got on the right track, and arc
doing good work., Over 1.000 miles of roads
have been proclaimed main voads. and it
would cost £1.000.000 to complete themn. I
am pleased that T was able to indur~e
members of the board to come to Ce

My, Forde.'
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Queensland, and to see there many of the
rouds which require rebutlding.  The result

will be that a great deal of voad work will be
done by the board in Central Quecnsiand.

On reading the newspapers this morning
and listening to the dobate this afcunoon
I find that the National Democratic Coun.
cil of Central Queensland have selected
(reneral W. G. Thompson as the Seuate
candidate for the vacancy caused by the
death of the late John Adamson. 1 have
nothing to say against Gencral Thompson
as a citizen; no one could ray anything
gainst him. "He is 2 gentleman, th 1 do not
think he would be a fit person to elect te the
Senate, as I do not think he would meet with
the approval of the majority of rm‘ electors
of Queensland. The leader of the Naticualist
party thinks he would. Of course, Gene
Thompson is the pres sident of the Wiployers’
Federation, and that is sufficient to ensurce
that he meets with the approval of the
feader of the Nationalist party and alse of
the hon. member for Toowong. General
Thompson has been a political candidate
before; he was a candidate at the last State
gencral clection, when he was defeated by
the Secretary for Railways. Gencral Thomp-
son, as well as another well-known Con-
servative in Australia, came info prominence
recently Mr. (now Sir Henrr) Barwell
came mto prominence because he advocated
black labour for the Northern portions of
Australia.  (encral Thompson came into
prominence becauvse he inferred that a few
mounted infantrymen could drive the woikers
back in a strike.  According to th cxjposure
of the bon. member for Mackay f(the ITon
W, Forgan Smith), at a secvet mecting of the
Quoor-.hm'i Emplovers” ¥ederation whish was
held—if T remember rightly—in January of
this vear, General 'lhompmn said—-

“There is another aspect of this. and
that is this: Have we any machiners
able to nrovido for armed forces? Ts there
any machinery to-day by which vou can
put your hand on some reliable forec to
put against the force of——

“ Mr. R. Bowen: Hooliganism.

‘“ General Thompson :
few regulars,

I vou hsve a
it is wonderfnl what thev
can rosx:t. T have scen 500 men in the
shearers’ strike held up by seventy-five
mounted infantry men.”

No doubt General Thompson wax voicing
the opinions of the Opposition. and of the
Nationalist party in particular. No doubt

Promier Barwell was doing the same thing.
Indeed. Premier Barwell had the courage
to come forward and say, ‘ There are
thousands and thousands of Conservatives in
Australia who think the same as T do. but
are not prepared to sav it No doubt that
iz what General Thompreon think+, and that is
why he was nominated this afternoon by the
leader of the Natioralist party—because the
hon. gentleman thinks that his views coin-
cide with the views of the Nationalists.

Mr. King: That is pure assumption.

Mr., FORDE: It is just as well that the
people should know the facts.

Mr. XKiNg:
ix all right

Mr. FORDE: T am giving them the facts;
they will not get them from the hon. member

for Logan. During my tour of the Dawson
Valley area I had an opportunity, with the

[Mr. Forde.

So long as they get facts it
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hon., member for Mount Morgan and other
members of the party, of visiting grest cotron
areas, mecting the people who grew the
cotton, and sceing the cotton under caltiva-
tion. 1 also visited areas in the Bracewell.
Yeppoon, Marmor, Bajool and Mount TLar-
com distriets and in other places, and had an
opportunity of sceing cotton under cultivation
and studying the industry. T was one of the
first who advocated cotton-growing in Queens-
land
Mr,

Kixg: It was grown in Queensland
before

you were born.

Mr., FORDX : Probably it was; but I was
one of the first hon. members in this 1louse
to advocate that cotton-growing should be
taken wp in a large way. The Labour
Government, by giving a guarauteed price
of 54d. per Ib. for a period of three
years ended June, 1923, have placed the
cotton industry on its present firm footing.
Had it not been for that guarantee there
would not be the prosperity in the cotton

industry that the farmers now enjoy. To
show what effect the guaranteeing of the

price by the Labour Government had on the
cotton mdustly, I will give some figures with
respect to the Wowan “dis riet, where I had
the greatest opportunity of studving  the
industry.  During the first year of the guar-
antee only 238 acres were uitder cotton cultl-
vation, which in that year returned 808 lb. to
the acre, giving an average of £18 10s. 8d.

sterling to the grower. In the United States
of America for the same year the average
was only 500 Ib. to the acre, :howing thar
the Dawson Valley district was infinitely
botter for cotton-growing than America. For
the season just closed, cotton was picked from
2.500 acres in the Dawson Valley district as

against 238 acres for the previcus year.
Practically no land was under cotton before
the Labour Government came forward with
its guaranteed price of Bhd. per lb. for a
period of three years.

Mr. Corser: How was that made possible?

Hfr. FORDE: Tt was made possible by the
Labowr Premier of Queensland whea he was
in England.

Mr. Comser: No—the Agent-General.

Mr. FORDE: The Queensland Labour
Uremicr was responsible for the gusvantend
price for cotton as a result of his negotiations
with the British Cotton Growers’ Asiociation
in England. That sociation p.omised to
compensate for any loss to the extont of
:8”‘000 but that dmount has alreads been
rbed, and any loss in the secason just
cluwd will have to be borne by the Labour
Government of Quecnsland—and rightly so—

in the interests of the farmers who are
cengaged in the cotton industry.

Mr. Corser: No

Mr. FORDE: 1 believe that an irdustry

such as the cotton industry should be
in the initial stages by way of a gua
price.  When a man goes out
son Valley district as I have soon theny, and
desires to take up cotton-growi lie has to
clear land, buv ploughs and farming imple-
menty, and hovses. ete., and there is a good
deal of initial cxpenditure. If he gets a
guaranteed price ior a period of five years,

he is enabled to recoup himself for his out-
lay for machinerr and farming implements to
]’YI(LI\O a little for himself. The consensus of
opinion in the cotton-growing districts 1is
that there should be a fixed guaranteed

isted
antoesi
into the Davw-
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price, and I ecarnestly plead that the Go-
vernmient give favourable consideration  to
the u‘nuest %that the guaranteed price be con-
rinued 5Ld. per ib. for a period of five
rars fmm June, 1923, From what T have
heard concerning the large aveas that will
be put under cotton cultivation in Central
Ggueensland between now and the end of the
present year, I anticipate that the cotton crop
in. Central Cucensland next vear will be
worth $£1,000,000 sterling.  That shows the
wonderful possibilities of the industry. The
cotion crop will be worth as wmuch as the
annual output of the Mount Morgan mine.
Creat Britain imports £200.000,000 worth of
votton every year; £50.000,000 of that mone-
woes to Egypt; approximately £146,000,C00
coes to the United States of America, aud
the balance to India. The American crop
dropped from 14.000.000 acres to 8.060,000 las:
vear owing to the boll weevil and the soil
being worked out, and that gives Queensland a
great opporrunity. Why ean we not obtain a
]»orhon of the £14O 000.600 that gors annually
to America ? This 1s Queensland’s opportuanity,
and I think we owe a debt of gratitude to
Mr. Daniel Jones and others who have taken
a keen interest in cotton-growing, and who
have been responsible for a lot of propaganda
work., We are also indebted to My, Craw-
ford Vaughan for the part be has plaved.
I am very glad to know that Mr. Vaughaun.
at the opeuing of the Whinstanies ginnery.
manly enou0h to congratulate the Labour
Government of Queon%hnd on what they bave
done to support the cotton industrr in
Quecnsland. A fw days ago a statement from
Melbourne appeared in the Press from Alr,
Crawford Vaughan stating thut the Avstralien
C'orton Growing Association had not paid the
£70,000 to the cotton growers of Quesnsiand,
hut that the Labour Goverument had paid
that money. We find people tryving to tak-
away from the Queensland Government the
eredit that is due to them for what they have
dona for the cotton-growers., Whyv ¢ hon.
members opposite not manly enough to stand
up and give this Government credit for what
they have done for the man on the land and
for other sections of the community? The
world’s requirements of cotton are increasing
cvery year. The annual increase 1s approxi-
mately at the rate of 750,000 bale:; and I
think that, if the guaranteed price is con-
tinued. Queensland and Australia will take
the place of the United States of Americu
in supplying Great Britain with cotton.
Another reasen why I would ask the Govern-
ment to continue the guarantecd price is that
rhe State Advances Corporation ha« made
lcans to farpiers in the Dawson Valley dis-
trict of approximately £80,000, and up to
the time the price was guaranteed the
farmers there were having o particularly
bad time, and many of them would never
have been able to repay the loans to the
State  Advances Corporation but for the
guaranteed price of cotton. With the price
guarantced the State Advarces Clerporation
will get its money back without anv diffi-
culty, 'md the Government will be bring
areater prosperity to Centeal Quecns land
than that portion of the State has experi-
enced in any previous period of its history.
I am verr glad to notic that arvasgements
have been made for the growing of tho b
v of cotton. The cotton of th~ fature
must be the very best, and wo should take
steps to produce the very best in the same
way as Australia has progressed in the diree-
fion of obtaining the type of wool she now
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grows. 1 am told that in 1883 there were
more sheep in  Australia than there are

to-day, bat there was less wool grown, because
the sheep then here were of an inferior
type. There is no reason why we should not
have the very best type of cotton with the
longest staple, obtaining the highest possible
price. 1 aw d that an‘lnwomum have
licen nade for the planting of Dumnfro long-
staple cotton, which is considered to h tho
vory hest **pe and sufficient serd will be
available for the planting of 400 acres of that
variety during the coming season and 40.000
acres next vear.

Mr. MoreaN: How
cotton are grown at the

Mr. FORDE : At the present time, unfortu-
nately, there are too ma varietis grown,
and the result is cross fertilisation. One has
only to go through the cotton-fields of Queen
land to find this out for himself.

many varieties of
prescent time?

2. Moreiwx: There are over twenty
varieties being grown. )
Mr. FORDE: At any rate, we want to

navrow the number down to the very best.
We want the best, and only the be That
i what Australia should aim at. There will
Le sufficient sood next year to plant 40,000
scres of cotton of the very best kind, and I
would ask the Government to pay particular
attention to lll(} matter. and see that only the
very best seed is sent forward.

Whilst in the Dawson Valley district, [
noticed that broom millet was a very common
crop.  Some of the farmers were sending
their millet to Sydney, and getting £51 per
ton for 1. 1 was informed that they (’OHM
zet more than £21 or £22 per ton in
Queensland, =0 I went along to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. and I Tsarned frowm the
Deputy Director of Agriculture that the price
quorcd for broom millet in Brisbane is,

pproximately, from £51 to £60 per ton.
That is something that the farmers in the
Dawson Valley will be very plessed to hear.

Another industry in which this pmty and
the people of Cueensland and of Australia
rally, are taking a very deep interest at
ent time is the sngar industry. The
industry is wrappcd up with the
Australia policv. It 1s necessary
continuance of the
and I have to congratulate
the Premier, the Secretarv for Agriculture,
and the hon. member for Mackay, who, when
Yeting Secrotary for A ariculture, put up a
rreat 1t for a contiruavce of the sugar
agreement. It is authovitatively stated that
the average price pzid for sugar by the con-
cuimer in Australin during the past seven
vears has been, approximately, 4‘d per lb.,
as against an average price of 7d. per ib,
paid Lv the consumer in England during the
«ame period. The saving to the Australian
consumer on  these ﬁﬂ'ures is, therefore,
approximately, £40,000. 000 dul"nrr the period
of seven years. as compared w ith the amount
paid bv the consumer in FEngland. It is
ostimat-d to-day that 100.000 pcople depend
direetly upen the sugar industry for a living.
and, in addition, a great army of people who
are engaged in o*hm* industries are getting a
living indirectly out of the mdustrv. Last
vear one Brishave firm 2lone sent £15.000
worth of Vietorixn farm implements to the
sugar districts of Queecnsland and. approxi-
matolv £5.000.000 were distributed in wages
amongst the workers by the sugar industry
last year.

engzzr'
“Vhite
that theroa should be a

sugar agreement,

My, Fordel
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Hon. W. Foreay Swira: And many of the
workers come from the South.

Mr. FORDE: Every year 4,000 of those
who get a living out of the industry keep
their wives and families in the Southern
States, and yet, unfortunately, the people in
the South arc opposed to a continuance of
the sugar agreement. Think of the money
that cs to Victoria for boots and clothes
he surar-growing distriets. 1 am very
sorry to knovw that a large number of the
Nationalist members in the Federal Pariia-
ment are opposed to o continuance of the

Sugar agreement.

Mr. Ifzrricks: And of the Country party,
too.

Mr. FORDE: The Richt Hon. William
Morris Flughe: quoted the leader of the
Country party

and others in the South, to
show that they are opposad to a continuance
o7 the sugar zgrvectnent.

Mr. Morcax: Not the

Statn Country

D .
Mr. FORDI: My, Hughes <aid that the
very w encmies the Queensland sugar-
growers hive ure the msmbers of the Countre
party.  These are not wmy words, bus the
words of the Primc Minister of Australis.
Bugar could be sold to the Australian con.
sumer to-day at 44d. per lh. if the Com-
monweaith Government waived the charge
of 14d. prr Ib. which they arc levying at the
prasent vime on 2l consumers of sugar in Aus-
tralia. in order to make up the loss of
£2,000,000 which they incurred in importing
sugar when there was a shorfage in Aus.
tralia. People who are in a position to know
think that the £2.000,000 have already been
ratsed by the Commonw-alth Government.
If that imposition were removed, and the
consumers given sugar st 44d. per lb., there
would not be the yell that we have at the
present time from the consumers in the
South, that the sugar agreement be not
continued,

Mr. Moone: Mr. Ilughes stated that the
amount has not been made up.

_ M. FORDE : The hon. member, of course
1s smarbing under the rebuke of the Prime
Minister. who stated that the leader and
other members of the Federal Conntre party
were  the  worst enemics that tho sugaz-
growers have. T could quote what the Bris-
bane papers »aid regarding Mrv. Bailoy. the
hon. member for Cxley in the Foederal Parlia.
ment, who stated he was opposed to a con-
tinuanee of the swgar  agrecment.  Mr.
_}’ratt(‘zn. the momber {or Parramatta, and
Sr. Maxwell, of Victoria, also said they
were opposed to a continuance of the agree-
ment. - All the big intevests in the South are
up against it beeause the big jam manufac.
turers’ interests ave opposed to it

Bir. Moore: What did Mr. Charlton sav?

Mr. FORDI : IIe favoured a continnancs of
the sugar agreem-nt. All those big interests

have indieated that th are against a con-

tinzanc: of the agreement, and they have got
men like the hon. member who mterjested

313‘:(1 the leader of the Opposition in the bag.
The jam manufacturing companics are out
to defeat the efferts of this Government to
bring about a continuance of the sugar agree-

ment; rn‘nd where are their interests politie-
ally? They are with the Nationalist party.

and the Nationalist party and the Countis
a1ty vote together in Parliament. )
_ 4 want to \rofor to the Tongresch-Winton
fzailway in Central Quecnsland, and also to

[3r. Forde, ‘
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the Alton Downs Railway., I hope the
greach-Winton Railway will be one of the
= that will be built in the near future.
The hon. member for Mitchell frequently
put in a strong request to this Government,
and to previous Governments, to have that
fine built. If that line were built, it would
be a great boon to Reekhamplon, and to the
Central district. The length of the proposed
fine is only 125 miles. The country iz level,
and, according to the experts, there are no

engincering  difficultics. and  the estimated
cost of the work 1s £531,000.
Mr. P’ayxe: The bridge is built over the

Thomson River.

Mr. FORDE : Alrcady £36.000 have been
spent on the earthworks, and the bridge, cost-
ing £3,000, has been buiii over the Thom-
ron River. There are 80,000 sleepers lying
along the line at the present time. aml the
line would form an important link in the
North-South Railway to the Northern Terri-
tory, which railway, I bope, will be built
through the western portion of Queensland,
not through the desart portion of Bouth
ralia. The Longreach-Winton line will
greatly improve the trade of Rockhampton:
and 1t is therefore a burning question
wnongst the people of Rockhampton. It will
be of great counvenience to the Railwax
Department in regard to the transference of
rolling stock from the Northern Railway
tem to the Central and Southern Railw
s In every big drought the pasto-
ralists in  the West lose approximately
£200.000 through losses of steck, aud if they
had that railwuy line to transfer their stock
from the drought arcas to well-grassed coun-
try they would save hundreds of thousands
of pounds.

Now for another important point. The
Fast Darr Station country will revert to the
Crown in a few years, and the subdivision

of that area will mean hundreds

[5p.m.] of additional settlers, who will

vequlre railway communication,
as otherwise they would not be able to make
a good living on that land, as it is too far
from existing railway lines. I sincervely
hope that the Government will be able to go
ou with the Longreach-Winton Railway as
one of the new lines to be built in the pres
financial vear. I am not unmindful of the
fact that this Government built the Alton
Downs Railway line to its present terminus.
That line was promised to Central Queens-
land for veurs by Tors Governments; it vwa
dangled before the eyes of the pcopls on the
eve of the elections.

Fagit

T must thank the Government for having
built the North Coeast Railway through to
Mackay: for having decided on the Dawson
Welley trvigation :cheme. together with the
Baraluba-Castle Creck Railway, which, when
completed, will cost approximately £4,000-
000. I bhave to thank the Government for
having approved of the Northern Burnett
Railway and land scttlement schemes, which
will  cost approximately £2,000.000. But
we want 1o keep progressing in  Central
Quecnsland.  We recognise that we have &
very rich portion of the State. The Govern-
ment built the Alton Downs Railway line
up to a certain point; but I hope that the
iine will be cxtended for a distance of,
approximately, 65 miles, as it will open up
good country and make for closer scttle-

o

ment and greater population in Central
Queensland. Tt will open up thousands of
acres of good land eminently suited for
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cotton-growing. The railway. so far as it
has gone, has been responsible for 30,000
acres of land Dbeing taken up by small
settlers, including 10,000 acres taken up by
returned soldiors in the Ridgelands distriet.

In Amcrica and Canada the policy for
vears was to build railways to precede settle-
ment. In many cases railway lines should
be built out to remote parts before scttle-
ment took place, in order to cncourage the
settlers to go there. They must have rail-
way commmunication, and good roads leading
to the railways. The proposed Alton Downs
line will tap a big timber belt. It was the
original intentior. of the Government to
build a railwaz round the contour of the
Fitzroy River to Westwood, and this exten-
sion of the line for 65 miles will be a link
in that proposed line touching the Central
Railway at Westwood.

Since Parliament met, hon. members oppo-
site have indulged in a great deal of criti-
¢ism about the revolutionary party sitting
on this side. Some of those hon. members
said that this party stood for bloodshed,
revolution, Bolshevism, communism, and
Sovietism.  Those are foolish statements,
which emanate from men who arc bereft
of argument, and who cannot logically criti-
cise this party’s administration. They used

to tell the farmer that we were going to -

nationalise his hen roost,. and that no onc
would have a home after a few years of

Labour rule. The hon. member for Ner-
manby, in a statement he made in Rock-

hampton, said that Messrs. ITowic and Ears-
man, with other Australians, went to Russia
to attend a conference at Moscow. The
hon. member quoted frem a Sydney paper,
andd said that it was covidence of the Labour

party being allied with Red Russia and
communism. 1 sent a telegram to Mr. W.
(farey, general secretary of the Central

lixecutive of the Labcur party in New South
Wales, asking him whether those persons
went to Russia as accredited delegates of the
Labour party, and whether Messrs. Howie
and Karsman were in any way allied with
the Labour party. Thi« 1s the reply which
I reeeived from Mr. Carey—

¢ Messrs., Howie and Earsman arc not
members  of the Australian Labour
party. They did not go to Russia
representing  Australian Labour, but as
private individuals working their pas-
sage. The communist party is not
affiliated with Labour.”

I knew that that was the reply that Mr.
Carey would have to give, because he knows,
as well as the hon. member for Normanby
knows, that the Nationalist and Country
partics are more closely ullied with the
communist party than the Labour party is,
because they are all out condemning Labour.
The Communists and the Tories are fre-
quently condemning Labour politicians. It
is the same with the hon. member for
Toowong at the Employers’ Federation meet-
ings. That gives the lic direct to the
statements made by the hon. member for
Normanby. 'The Premier rightly put the
matter when he said—

“ Sovietism in Russia and Toryism in
Australia are equally obnoxious to a
liberty-loving people in Australia.”

We have to deal with a different set of
conditions in Australia from those operating
in Russin, and there is no association at all
between revolutionary Russia and Labour in
Australia.
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Me, Frercunk: What about the lasi Bris-
bane Labour Conference?

Mr. ¥ORDE: I will quote fromn the
official report of the last conference of the
Jargest union in Australia—the Australian
Workers’” Union—held in Svdney, on 27th
January, 1922, when one delegate moved—

““That this convention agrees to link
up with the Red International.”’
The motion, after a good deal of discussion,
was defcated by 25 votes to 9. The Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union is rccognised as one
of the militant unions in Australia, but the
president of that conference told the gather-
ing that, if the motion were carried, the
whole of the policy of the Australian
Workers’ Union would have to be changed,
and that the delegates had to face the ques-
tion honestly. The acting general sccretary
of the union, Mr. Barnes, said—
“We would be foolish indeed to en-
tangle ourselves with the Red Inter-

natonal, cr any other movement that
meant the recognition of coloured
labour.”

The gencral president of the union,
Blakeley, said—

“Did convention stand
Internutional advocated? It was put to
the Trades Union Congress last year
and decisively defeated. He was not
prepared . to see Australian unions sub-
mit to any discipiine dictated by out-
siders.’

The resolution that the convention link up
with the Red International was defeated by
a three-to-one majority of the delegates, and
I am pleased to say that the following Quecns-
landers voted against the motion :—Messrs.
V. J. Riordan, Dash, Dunstan, Bruce, Mar-
tens, and Martyn. The motion was probably
moved by some man who was sent there to
do 0. However, that resolution vas defeated
by a three-to-one majority of the accredited
delegates at the Australian Workers’ Unioa
Conference.  This is what appeared in a
cakle  messnge  published in the Sydney
© Daily Mail ” of 30th June, 1922—

“ At the Labour Congress to-day, Mr.
Hodges (Labour M.P.), specaking to a
proposal to admit the communist party
to affiliation, said that the people who
prociaimed communism in this country
wer2 the intellectual slaves of Moscow.
Not ouly would the communists not be
admitted into the Labour party, but their
theory of government must be fought by
the party.

“Mr. Ramsay MacDonald said it was
imperative for the party to tell the com-
munists—

¢ Whatever your activities are, you
cannot belong to us.”

“On a card vote the proposal of com-
munism was rejected by 3,087,000 votes
to 261,000. The result was received with
great cheering.””

That is the information given by cablegram
from London. I on. members opposite quote
Russia when it suits them, but they do not
like us quoting the decisions of Labour
unions and conventions against revolution
and communism.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. MORGAN (Hurilla): 1 am very sorry
that the hon. member who has just resumed
his seat spoilt an interesting address by

Mr. Morgan.]
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attacking a man who is nog in this touse,

and who is not able to protect himecli.

Mve. Fomrpr: 1 replied to a statement he
made.

Mr. MORGAN: I draw the attention of

the hon. member to this fact: He referred
to the attitude of the Country party and the
Nationalist party in conmection with the
-ugar industry. I have in my hands a copy
of the *“ Daily Staiidard ” which contains a
staterent which the hon. member will recog-
nise, and which he knows is absolutely true.
It refers to a statement made by Mr. Bren-
nan—mnot our friend the hon. member for
Toowooruba—but 3Tr. Brennan, a  Labour
member of the 1louse of Representatives.
Mr. Brennan attended a meeting of the
Housewives' Association held recently in
Me'bourne, with the objeet of bringing down
the price of sugar, and he attended as the
official representative of the Labour party.
OrpostrioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAN : When Mr. Higgs attended
a meoting of the same body he put up a very
strenuous fight in favour of a continuation
of the sugar agreement, and he was prac-
tically ¢ chucked” out of the meeting. Let
me quote here from the “ Daily Standard” to
show what Mr. Brennan had to say on the
question—

¢ Under the present ideal conditions
for the growth of saugar-cane, I cousider
that 44d. or 3d. per lb. for sugar should
allow a sufficient profit to the grower.”

The Hove SeCRETARY : Do you rcally know
how much the sugar-grower gets?

Mr. MORGAN: I am not going to enter
into that question. I am nct a sugar-grower,
and I prefer to leave that matter to sugar-
growers. It is very gratifying to note, in
connection with the Governor’s Speecch, that
there is a total absence of anything per-
taining to propaganda material, the samec as
that which constituted two of the pre-
vious Specches delivered by the Licutenant-
Governor. [ am very pleased to krow that

we have a Governor who is taking a keen
interest in the industries of this State

,

His
cellency has not confined himself to *the
cities and towns, but is prepared to go into
the country amongst the settlers and sce the
conditions under which the people live, and
shake hands with them, and give them a
kindly word. That is the kind of Governor
we have at the present time. e is prepared
to travel and lrarn for himself, and, in my
opinion. he i= doine exeeptionally good worlk.
T do rot wish to deal with the Governor's
Speech from a party point of view, but I
notice that there is an absence of ansvthing
that is likelv to bring about a better con-
dition of affairs, so far as the man now on
the land is concerned. We hear a great deal
from the Government about the people they
propose to settle on the land, but we hear
verv little in respect to assistance being given
to the men who have alreadvy scttled upon
the land. We kuvow that in the past. owing
to premisss that were raade to intending
seloctors that railways would be built to
their selections, they took up land in the
countrv districts in the South. Because of the
fact that the presdnt Government have not
fulfilled the promises that were made to
thewe seleeters, they now find themselves 30
or 40 miles from a railway. Owing to the
noliny of the Government in sdtarving the
Senth and beoesting up the North, we have
been deprived of necessary railway lines in

[Mr. Morgan.
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ways to their scleetions. In most cases the
lines were passed and the necessary surveys
carried out, but the lines have not been
buili. T know people who have left their
selections and gone back to the States whones
they came, simply because they were unable
to continue any longer without a railway.
The policy of the present Govermment is
having the effect of driving people off the
land. The man on the land has to par the
highest taxation it is possible to inflict on
him; but that is not all. The Government
have increased the land rental so enormously
that many people on the land find that the
burden is too great for them to bear. I am
not referring alone to the big pastoralists.
but to the small men as well.

Mr. Corrixs: Do you say that the wool-
growers are not able to pay the rentals?

Mr. MORGAN: We know that the con-
ditions of the people on the land at the
present moment are such that they cannot
pay the taxation imposed on them.

Mr. Corurxs: The income tax figures show
the position in regard to the woolgrowers.

~ Mr. MORGAN : Australia would have been
in a very precarious condition indeed if iy
were not for the woolgrowers. We know that
the woolgrower has saved the situation so fav
as Australia is concerned.

_ Mz, Cowrivs: The sugar-grower has saved
it so far as Queensland is concerned.

Mr. MORGAN: It was the wool industry
which prevented the complete collapse of the
financial position so far as this State and
cvery other State are concerned. 'The hon,
member for Burke made onc statement in
connection with the land rentals with which
I thoroughly agree. That hon. member has had
some experience of our country areas, and,
although his remarks dealt only with the
North, T consider that they apply to other
districts as well. He advocated a reduction
of rentals, and said that men should he
placed on the land in the Gulf without being
asked to pay anr rental for the first fifteen
vears. The same privilege should be given
tn men in other country districts in Quecns-
land. There arc numerous other parts of
the country where the new secttler on the
land should receive better treatment than
he does at the present time in that respect.
We should see that a settler is placed on a
sound foundation before we cll on him te
pay any rental. I am satisfied there are
members on the Government side of the
House who agree with me that the rentals
chareed by the Government are too high,
and I am sorry there is no maention in the
Governot’s Speech of a reduction in the
rents. The sooner we introduce a Bill redue-
ine the rents on some of the holdings in the
country the sooner will Queensland be placed
oun a sounder footing financially. The bur-
dens placed on the man on the land are too
great altogether.  The Lands Deparvtment.
instead of being merely self-supporting, I8
now a big revenus-producing department.
I am one who does not believe in the Lands
Department being a revenua-producing de-
partment. We can get the revenue from the
people in another divection. Thero is no
objertion to making the wealthr people pay
the income tax. There is nothing that
will drive the people out of the ecitics more
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than the fact that the people in the cousntry
are o a  prosperous  condition.  Unfortu-
nately. more perhaps in Queensland than in
any other part of Australin, the inducemen
to go on the land does not oxist.

Mr. Coizivsd: That is not

Mr. MORGAN: The inducoment is to go
into the cityr. I am sure that, if the hon.
member had o son and he came to him and
said, Father, do you advise me to go
into the country and take up land and he-
come a producer. or to go into an office
i Hriibano or some other place?” the hon.
imember would have conscientiously to ad-
vise his son to remain in the city.

Mr. Cortins: I would do nothing of the
kind,

Mr. MORGAN: I feel sure he would,
because the conditions are better in the city

true.

than in the country. That state of things
is not gcod for the welfare of Queensland
and the rising generation, because 1.000

produccrs are worth a great deal more than
1.000 men or women in some city in a factory
or other work.

Mr. BruNNan:
is tied up?

Mr. MORGAN: We have millions of
acres pot so far away from our railways
which are not tied up—land that is held
under occupation license or some other
tenure—which could be settled. If the Go-
vernment would give the people fair terms
and conditions, it would be settled; but the
trovble is that tha people are not getting fair
terms and conditions, and they recognise that
to go on the land means that thev immedia-
tely become oppressed. and they may have to
give it up and leave the whole of the money
and work thev have put into 'it. Why is it
that to-day on the far-famed Darling Downs
—as I used to see it deseribed throughout
Australia before I came to Queensland—you
can buv freehold land at less than the value
of the aectual improvements on the land?

Mr. Brennan: That is not true.

Mr. Brppineron: It is true.

Mr. Brexvax: You are
Darling Downs.

Mr. MORGAN : T do not want to make the
information public, but if the hon. member
cares to mect me privately, I can give him the
names of a dozen places of which I could
obtain the right of purchase if I so desired at
less than the cost of the improvements. That
i% the position that exists under a Labour Go-
vernment. They have been responsible for the
deereaze in the value of land. and the unfor-
tunate settler, who has had to go to a bank
and g# an advance, now finds that it is
]ndctmally valuecleds, and people do not come
from other parts of Australia to take up
land. T am not going to say that it cannot
be zhown that sugar land has increased in
value up to £40 an acre, for at the present
momont sugar-cane growing is profitable. I
am net go'ng to say thaf it cannot be shown
that in certain arias where pineapples and
bananas are grown land is worth £20, £50,
or £100 an acre; but take the banana growers
at the Tweed. Owing to the decrease in
values the growers, who were supposed to be
carryirg on a prosperous industry, are practi-
cally down and out, And if it were not for
the assistance given to the sugar-growers,
and the protection they enjoy at the prescnt
moment, and the fact that Anstralia ]H being
asked to pay a certain price for sugar in order

What about the land that

defaming the
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to develop the industry, it would not be any-
shine like the paying proposition 1t is.  The
sugar position may be termed arbificial: we
all realise that for many reasons it Is neces-
sary to assist the industry in order that it
may be a payable propesition. In my elec-
torate we have thousands of acres within
twenty miles of a railway which at present
are held under occupation license, although
the land is suitable for the growing of cothon.
and the rcason is that the Government are
tot prepared to settle it under the conditions
the people want. Give them reasonable con-
ditions: give them fair conditions; allow
them to take up the land, and occupy ’t, and
use 1t, and do not ('halgo them exorhitant
rents and tax them heavily, and it will be
settled.  1If the settlers do make a profit, the
Government will get their share by way of
income tax. If a man does not make snffi-
cient money to pay income tax, he has no
right to be oppressed with the burdens that
vost on him at the present moment.

Take the soldier settlements. The figurcs
given to-day by the Se ary for Public
Iands show that one in every feur of the
soldiers who have been placed on the land
has left it and it is not being occupied.
Those figures speak for themselves, The hon.
member for Maranoa could explain that at
Mount Hutton—and that is perhaps one of
the best of the settlements—the soldiors are
leaving gradually in twos and threes, so that
it is merely a matter of time before only 10
per cent. will be left.

Mr. Coxrov: Why?

Mr. MORGAN:
no good.

Mr. Coxrov: Why?
Mr. MORGAN: The State was to blame

for cutting up the land into arcas that were
teo small. Tt was not an agricultural pro-

Because they are doing

position it was a grazing proposition. Im“e
blunders have heen made In connocction Hh
these settlements.  Are they a success at

Beerburrum or Pikedale? Are net the fruit-
growers leaving their farms at Pikedale? T
do not wish 0 mention overy case, but my
contention is borne out by the fwureq given
by the Secrctary for Public Lands.

Now I want to say som~thing about the
meat question, in which I take a very keen
interest. I am very sorry to know that,
althcugh there has been a movement to nnhr
the position and bring the industry back to a

payvable state, right throughout we have had
very little assistance from the present Govern-
moent,

M. J. Joxes: Practically none.

Mr. MORGAN: DPracbically none. Alf
thiy have done has been to put the hoot in.
It is an industry of the utmost importance to
the State from all points of view—an industry
almost totally confined to Queensland. Tt

cannot be ealled a Commonwealth industry.
Yh/*m are only three States where cattlo—
I am speaking of beef cattle—are produced
tn any extent. Victoria has to go to New
South Wales and Queensland for her heef
cattle, and so has South Australia. Western
ASustralia, New South Wales, and Queensland
are the only three States« that produce more
ment than “thoy require for their own con-
sumption. Practically three- fourths of the
hoof eattle of Australia are in Queensland.
e that it is almost exclusively a Queensland
industry, and the position affects practically
cvery person in the State. Go right out ta

Mr. Morgan.]
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Charleville or into Central or North Queens-
fand and you will find deprossion in every
town, owing to the fact that the principat
industry, which represents £4.500.000 per
annum in normal times, has been practically
wiped out of existence; and, when we asked
the Governmeont for help, they gave us prac-
ticaily nothing. They did reduc> the railway
freights on cattle for export by 20 per cent.,
but since 1814 they have raised fthe freights
on all our cattle, both stores and fats, by 63
per cont., so that at the present moment,
although the industry is down and out, we
sre still paying in freights 30 per cent. moye
than before the war.

My, PorLock : What is the comparison with
ather States?

Mr. MORGAN : T am not going to compare
Queensland with other States, because the
industry is practically confined to Queens-
land. Had there been an industry confined
to Victoria, do you mean to say that the
Vietorian Government would have waited for
the Comvnonwealth to assist them? No.
oy would have said, ¢ This is something

peculiar to Vietoria, and we arc

15.20 p.m.] going to do all we pessibly can.”

It has been like drawing teeth to
wot the Government to reduce the freight by
20 por cent.; which still leaves it 30 per cent.
areater than it was in 1914. 1 sec that within
the last day or two the Government have
agreed to make the reduction applicable to
stove cattle. That is practically all they have
done in the divection of assisting this indus-
try.  They are the largest owner= of beef
cattle in Queensiand; no individual or firm
postesses mere.  They have spent millions in
the irdustry, and all that money is likely to
dizappear owing to the downfall of the indus-
fre. What have the Government done?
Supposing a large business fiem possessed the
cattle «tations which the Governmeat possess,
would they not have immediately set cut to
ey wud revive the industry so thédt the losses
would not have been as great as they are
likely to be under present eonditions ? The Go-
vermeoent sat still and did absolately nothing,
The Premier adimitted thot the Government
had made a mistake in purcharing the cattle
stations—that they were bought on a nigh
market, ard were likely to be sold on a low
woarket. That does not apply only {o State
statioss; it applies to all State industries.
There 1s only one way in which this industry
is likely to be revived and bring prosperi
to Qurevsland. That is by crcating markets
so that the pricc of our cattlé will once
again veach such a figure as will allow us
to work u»der profitable conditions. The
Government can assist by bringing down the
rents and lightenizg the taxation generally.
From information we have obtained, we must
look for fresh markefs. We cannot expect
the British market to right itaelf so that
our beef will once again be placed there
under profitable conditions. An important
proposition is to supply chilled meat to India,

“hina, “and Japan—three nations who are
wantmg cur moeat, and who evertually will
become large  Dbecf-caters.  We can  send
chilled beef there when we cannot send it to
Great Britain. The Government should assist
in providing cold storage, so that, when the
meat arrives in India, China, or Japan, there
will be refrigerating chambers for it to go
mto befere distribution. Unfortunately, the
Government are doing nothing, but are
n leaving the matter to private enter-
prise. I had a unique experience this morn-
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Address wn Reply.

ing. T went to Pinkenba and saw the loading
of 625 breeding heifers—the largest shipment
of live cattle that has ever left Queensland—

which were being sent to New Guinea. That
i+ an instance of what can be done. 'There

are opportunities of trade in the Pacilic
Islands which, if availed of, would reliove
the situation enormously. But the Govern-
ment are not behind us in that. The informa-
tion I have received is that, at present price
those cattle could be bought for not more
then £2 per head. I was informed that they
are costing £8 a head to ship, the freig
amcunting to £5,000 for a journey of se

ven

o In buying State stations, the Govern-
me have taken up intry which already

was carrying cattle, giving employment, and
paying fax Ilad the Government used
that money to build ships to help in the
development of the Island trade—which 1s
o new industry-—they would not have heen
cempeting with private enterprise, or with
some industry which alrcady was established.
They spent money in an industry which was
already in ecxistence, and the whole of that
nioney was wasted so far asz the development
of the State is concerned. 1 hope the Go-
vernment will do something in the direction
of awsisting us with eold storage in the coun-
tries T have named. The Western Australian
Government have done good work. They got
three ships and established a good trade, and
#re using those ships to take live caftle and
frozen beef to cortain islands. We have that
important gentleman, the price-fixer, vet meat
i< sold all over Brisbane at a lower price than
he has fixed. Owing to the fact that we have
the State butcher shops, beef to-day is sell-
ing at a higher price than would have becn
the case had those shops not been in existence.
Mr. PorLock: That is very doubtful.

Mr. MORGAN : It is not doubtful; it is,
unfortunately, a fact.

T also want to deal with the cotton industry.
1 would like to point out that the growing
of cotton is not confized to one particular
portion of the State. A great deal was grown
in my clectorate this year, and there are
thousands of acvcs there suitable for its
growth. Tt iz regrettable that this State has
not thought it advisable to bring to Quesns-
land an expert cotton-grower, so that advice
can be given to those who are undertaking
this particular work, We write to the
Department of Agriculture ard ask that they
«ond up a cotton expert to give advice. We
receive a reply stating that the department are
very sorry that they do not possess an exper
but they will send up somebody who knows
something about it. The people they send
do their best to impart information, butb.
urfortunately, they have not the knowledge.
ability, or experience necessary to enable then
to afford the assistance needed. Some growers
have discovered things in connection with the
erowth of cotton that these gentlemen know
very little, or nothing, about. This industry
we look upon as likely to do an enormous
amount of good. What are we doing to
cunard against disease?  We know that
discases in America have practically meant
the ruination of the cotton indust Here.
at any mome~t, discase may break out and
oot a big hold. because the cotton-growers
ar> ignorant of the resulfs of such disease.
We are told a great deal about the success
of the industry at the present time, but we
21l known that forty years ago a larger
aquantity of cotton was grown in Queensland
than i3 grown to-day. Why bas cotton ceased
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b orown? At that time, the price was

per lh., but, owing to market fluctua-
tions, the price in Epgland was reduced to

14d. ver lb., and the industry wont out. That
is exactly whet is going to happen again
in Queeasland.  If wo know we are going
1y get suflicient remuncration for our lahour
and that it will be a pavable propositios,
we will continue to grow it, 1If the A i
cans so desired it, they could “rig” the
market ux they did befo They may enter
inte a trade war, as th bave done in con-
nection with the beef industry, and thus ruin
the ¢ tton industrs of Quesnsland by forcing
the prica down to 2d. or 3d. per 1b.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They cannot
ds that. They have not got the supplies.

Vv, MORGAN: They have not got the
supplics at the present wmoment, but we all
know that the Americaus are very progres-
dve.  Seience and brains will discover a
remedy for the cotton dis in Amecrica,
the saine as was doue in ¥V ria when the
vines were atiacked by phrlioxera. We were
told that the vine growers of Victoria were
ta be ruined, but m o« very short time the
dizease was successfully exterminated and
the industry flourished again.,  We have to
look forward to the prospect of our cotton

industry  agaimn  becoming unprofitable.
) =

Although Mr. Jones has done a lot of
preaching in season and out of scason, and

although the hon. member for Rockhampton
says he was the first cotton expsr’ in this
House—({Opposition laughter)—and although
Mr. Joues and the hon. member for Rock-
hampten may be right in what they have
tated in conntection with the industry, it is
ail of no avail unless the industry is a pay-
able proposition. I hope that the industry
will succeed in getting a guaranteed price
for its produect for a period of five years. I
do not care by what Government or person
it is accomplished. There is nothing
to be gained by seeking to be praised for
what you do in this respect. If we obtain a
guaranteed price for five years, then we are
going to grow cotton for that period, pro-
vided the Industry is not attacked by that
disease known as the “ AW.U.' That is
the trouble. The very moment we get the
industry established the Australian Workers’
Union will come in and, with a tempera-
mentally fitted judge, may succeed in gesting
an award that will stagger the industry, not
only as a result of the wages fixed, but as
a result of the conditions generslly. If we
are not careful, we shall find that the cotton
industry, notwithstanding the keen intcrest
displayed in its establishment, will be wiped
out because of the interference of the Aus-
tralian  Workers’ Union or some other
politieal organisation. As a true co-opera-
tionist T am very sorry that the Government
have not succeeded in having the ginneries
established under co-operative contiel. Why
should they be controlled by private com-
paniex? The ginneries should be esiablished
so that they will eventually become the pro-
perty of the farmers. In the sugar industry
certain mills were established with State
assistance, and eventually those mills became
the property of the farmers. They were
established on a  co-operative basis. Why
was that not done with respect to the cotton
ginneries? Why were they established on
proprietary lines—a form of wcontrol which
the Labour Government profess to have no
sympathy for, and a method which they say
they desire to exterminate? If they were
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cstablished on co-operative lines, they would
Lecome the property of the producers, who
would get any profits made at the ginneries.
These compéinies are not cstablished in
Queensland for the good of their health.
They have done good werk in taking over
the machinery that the Government have
brought to Quecnsland. They are here to
make a certain amount of profit. That pro-
fit could have been used to better advantage
had the ginnerics besen established under co-
cperative control.  The hon. member  for
Yockhampton stated that the were four
varieties of cotton grown in Quecnsland at

the present time, but 1 have it on the
authority of Mr. Jones—and I think he
knows ipore about the industry than the

hon. inember for Rockhampton—that there
are about twenbty varieties among-t the scod
ton, and that every variety is a good one.
Mr. Brneock: Is not cultivation restricted
to about six varieties in Queensland?

AIr. MORGAN: The seed that is distri-
buted contains about twenty varieties, It is
all mixed up. As we progress with the pre-
cont scheme we should receive sced of a
certain  quality distinct from any other
quality. ]

The Previr: Mr. Jones said they were
all good varietics?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes.

The Preyieg: Fhe difficulty is that there 1Is
no uniformity in the texture of the material
wade from the cotton grown here.

Mr. MORGAN: I quite adinit that, The
Yint is bringing a very fair price at the present
moment, but we want to grow the very be§t
cotton. 1 hope that the Government’s
wheme will prove cuccessful, and that the
mixed seed will be all withdrawn and_that
eventually one good variety will be distri-
buted. As we have done with our wool, we
desire to get a good name 1n Australia for
cotton, so that people will say that we grow
the very best cotton that can be grown in
any part of the world. The Premier has
stated that Quoensiand is 1n 8 prcimerous
condition, but I think the figures that he
gave this House went to show that the State
unfortunately is not 1m & prosperous con.dx-
tion. I am a Queenslander, and everythmg
I possess is in Queensland. How can we
claim that Queensland is 1n a _prosperous
condition when the figures supplied by the
Home Secretary went to show, that £170,000
was given away to keep the pwople o
Quecnsland from actual starvation. Does
the Premier judge the prosperity of ngens:
land by the people who go to the races OF
by the well-dvessed prosperous ]5)01\‘{n§
pboplc—the nicely dressed and rosy-cicexs
ladies—who turned up ab the cpening of
Parliament?  (Laughter.) If anyone had
walked into this Chambeor on,that occasion,
he might have said, ¢ What a fme,., prosperous
looking lot of people they are. But 1y01§
cannot judge the prosperity of Qucensland
in that way. You want to go to the country,
and conditions in the country are deplorable.

The PreMizR: You are nob suggesting that
1 am not keeping in touch with the conditions
in the country?

Mr. MORGAN : The hon. gentleman may
be keeping in touch, and he may also be
sympathetic; but keeping 1nt touch and being
sympathetic are not sufficient. Svmpathy will
not 61 the people’s stomachs. When speak-
ing of the condition of the country, we are

My, Morgan.)
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always told what is going to happen in the
future. It is always the future. I have been
in Queensland for fiftcen years now, and
everybody who gets up on a platform says,
“Look at the futurc there is ahead of
Queensland.”  But it has not eventuated yeot.
The future is still in front of us, and will
always be deferred. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you want
the future to be behind us 7 (Rencewed
laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN: I suppose the people in
thirty or fortr years will be talking about
the future of Queensland the same as
they are doing now. There can be no doubt
that Queensland is in a very bad way at the
prezent time.,  We blame the (overnment
for the present deplorable state of affairs.
We say it is because there is a Labour
Government in power, and that things are so
bad because they have not done their duty.
The Premicr, no doubt, has other excuses.
He says it Is because of the drought, and
because of the aftermath of the war. But
no matter what excuse he may give, he must
admiy that Queensiand, financially and othei-
wise, is in o deplorable condition.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. meni-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): We have now
entered upon the third day of this debate
on the Address in Reply. [ can safely say
that I have listened carefully to every speech
delivered on the other side of the House,
expecting that hon. members opposite would
offer some solution of the problems facing
Queensland, and, probably, the whole world
at the present time, but so far I have only
listened to carping criticism of the Govern-
ment in regard to what is known as their
agricultural  policy. One would - have
expected that the hon. member who was
appointed to lead off for the Country party—
the hon. member for Oxley—would have dealt
with the Governor’ Specch. Instead of doing
that, he did my friend, the hon. member for
Leichhardt, a great honour by devoting a
great deal of his time to criticising his
speech,  In the Governor’s Speech we find
this statement—

“ Tror the purpose of bettering the con-
dition and prospects of those who make
their living out of the soil, my advisers
have already taken steps to promote a
completely unified national organisation
of the primary producers. The Queens-
land Producers” Asscciation has been
established, and, with the view of its
embracing all divectly connected with
any branch of agriculture, is open to
cotton-growers, dairymen, fruitgrowers,
general farmiers, small graziers, sugar-
producers, and wheatgrowers. It consists
of a provisional council of agriculture,
district councils, and local producers’
aszociations. There are very gratifying
indications that the producers welcome
the new organisation, and although the
council of agriculture has only recently
been econ-tituted, it has already done
much good work. Amongst the measures
to be submitted to you will, therefore,
be a Producers’ Organisation Bill.”

One would have naturally expected from
hon. members who claim to represent the
Country party, words of praise in connection
with the Government’s propesal to organise
the primary producers. All my life—even
when I was an industrial organiser—I have

[Mr. Morgan,
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advocated the claims of the cultivator of the-
soil, recognising that the greatness of any
nation or State depends upon the prosperity
of the people settled on its lands, and on
intense cultivation. In order to prove my
contention that I have been consistent right
through, I want to quote what I said in this
House when spcaking on the Address in
Reply in 1911-1912, as reported on page 155,
volume CVIIL. of “ Hansard,” where I used
these words—

*“The farmers and the workers should
be side by side.”
In 1815, speaking on the Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Bill, I said—
“ ¥ am pleaied that I have lived to sece
a Bill introduced to do something for
the primary producers. I have said for
vears that the only hope of the Queens-
Jand farmer was by joining hands with
the Labour party.”
My, BeringToN : And that is the year your
party robbed them most.

My, COLLINS: Speaking on the Regula-
tion of Sugar Canc Prices Acts Amendment
Bill last year, 1 uscd these words—

‘“As time goes on, I hope they will
take a wider outlook—not a wider out-
look by members sitting on this side of
the House, because we have always advo-
cated it—and that the same principles
may be applied to other agricultural
products.”

I not only said that, but I have said on
more than one occasion in this House that
something would have to be done to sec that
the man on the land got that which he pro-
duces. That has always been in accordance
with the platform of the Labour party. That
is no new doctrine. I am one of those who
belicve that cveryone should be paid for his
labour. John Ruskin, long before I was
born, taught that everyone should be paid
for his labour. I do 1ot say that a man
working on railway constructicn work in the
North should receive 17s. 6d. per day, and
that the man who is producing the wheat
from which we make our bread should only
receive 10s, per day. I am not one of those
who believe in that. I believe that the
wheatgrower, the sugar-grower, and every
man who labours should be paid for his
labour; but up to the present time, notwith-
standing the advent of the Labour party.
the Government have not had an opportunity
of dealing with the problem, which, I admit,
is a very difficult one. Up to the present
time there is no Government in the world,
50 fav as I have beeu able to learn, who have
solved this problem; and thercfore the
Labour Government should get credit for
making an attempt in this connection, even
supposing it is not as successful as some of
us would like it to be. At any rate, it is
something done. Listening to hon. members
on the other side, one would think they
represented all the farmers in Queensland.

“rery little reference has been made up to
the present time to the most important agri-
cultural industry we have in the whole State.
While we may have a few thousand wheat-
growers, we have one industry in our State
—that s, the sugar industry—in connection
with which the land has to be cultivated
before it will preduce a crop. 1 am very
pleased to be able to say a few words in
connection with this industry, because the
question of a renewal of the agrecement in
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connection with that industry has not yet
been scttled. I wish to quote a few remarks
that were made by ¥. C. Morrow, of Moi-
rows Limited, as reported in “ The Austra-
lasian Confectioner and Soda Fountain Jour-
nal,”’ of 19th June, 1922. Mr. Morrow
attended a conference of the manufacturing
confectioners in Melbourne, and at that con-
ference he made one of the best speeches in
defence of the sugar industry of this State
that it has ever been my lot to read. I hope
the hon. member for Mirani will take the
opportunity of reading it. It would pay hon.
members who claim to be members of the
Country party to read this speech, cspecially
those who represent sugar districts. Mr.
Morrow said—

“From 1910-11 to 1914-15 net exports
of jams and jellies were to the value of
£138.387. Trom 1915-16 to 1919-2) thesc
were valged at £5,835,746. The pre-
served milk trade has grown from nil
in 1916 to over £2,000,000 sterling last
vear. It is clear from these figuves that
the expurt trade requires an abundant
supply of cheap sugar.”

Mr. BesBiNgTON: Is that a good speech?
Mr. COLLINS: It is a good specch.
Mr. BesBINGTON : e is a Nationalist.

Mr, COLLINS: I do not care what he is.
The truth 1s the truth, whether it comes
from a Nationalist, a member of the Country
party, or whether it comes from a Labour

man. I understand that Mr.

[7 pm.] Morrow is the head of a very

large firm which had oceasion to
use large quantities of Queensland sugar
during the war. Mr. Morrow went on to
say—

“The recent slump in the jam and
tinned fruit trade has been unjustly
attributed to the price of sugar. The
factors were: Genceral collapse of oversea
markets; high price paid for tin plates;
and loss of reputation due to some firms’
bad grading and packing. That it was
not dus to the price of sugar is proved
by the growth of the condensed milk
export trade.

“ THe RestLT oF COMMONWEALTH CONTROL.

“To sum up, the sugar industry claims
that as a result of Commonwealth con-
trol and the sugar agrcements—(¢) The
manufacturers built up a vast export
trade in Australian jam, preserved fruit,
and milk; (b) receiving in effect an
export duty of about £2,000,000; (¢) the
fourdation making this possible was the
supply of Australian sugar during the
years 1916-21, amounting to nearly
1.250 000 tons; (d) until 1920 the sugar-
growers received a barely payable price
for their product.

“It is generally agreed that Qucens-
land sugar is the best in the world.
Thos» who have tried the imported
atticle have found it of lower grade.
As quality is of first importance to manu-
facturing confectioners, 1 feel sure they

wish nothing to be done to imperil the -

supply of Australian-grown sugar.

“In conclusion, T wish to express the
hope that Australians in the North will
not have to appeal to Australians in the
South not to be geographical Austra-
lians and geographical protectionists.

f11 Juwvy.]
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The sugar industry should receive no
less consideration, even if it is in the
North of the continent, than if it were
established near Sydney, Melbourne, or
Adelaide, and should receive no less pro-
tection than if it were a Southern indus-
try. I appeal for a Federal spirit in
consideration of this matter. {(Applausc.}

The speech is a very lengthy one, but it is
one of the most uscful contributions to this
important question which is now before the
public—the renewal of the sugar ogree-
ment.  Listening to our friends opposite—
cspecially members of the Country party—
as I said earlicr in my remarks, one would
think there was no agriculture carried on
outside the Darling Downs or around Bris-
bane. They do not seem to realise that the
sugar industry is the most important agri-
cultural industry in Queensland, and last
yvear in raw sugar alone it produeed about
£9,000,000, of which £6,000,000 went 1in
wages. We have not got the figures with
regard to the total wealth production of the
whole of the State; but, judging from the
figures supplied to us from vear to year, ¥
am prepared to say that the sugar industry
has produced one-fifth of the total wealth
derived from all sources of production in
this State. Yo listen to hon. members oppo-
site, you would imagine that there was no
sugar industry in this State. They argue
that this Government have done nothing for
the man on the land, Suvely, if this is the
principal agricultural industry, they have
done something for the men on the land in
connection with it—that is the sugar growers.
According to the latest figures, there are
4,269 sugar growers in this State. and there
is no other industry in Queensland where
the wealth is so well distributed amongst
the mass of the people as in connection with
this national industry. The pastoral indus-
try, with its great wealth production—cspeci-
ally the wool industry—with the few thou-
sand persons it ecmploys, is nothing com-
pared to the sugar industry in proportion
to the wealth produced and the amount
distributed amongst the workers. There-
fore the sugar indusiry is of more import-
ance to Quesnsiand than anv other industry.
I have here the average price of sngar-cane
in 1914, the year before this Government
took office. The average price was £1 3s.
per ton. I have also the estimated average
price for the two years 1920 and 1921, and
I am <catisfied that, when the figures are
linaliscd, the average will work out at £2
10s. per ton. While we do not claim that the
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act is
responsible for the whole of the increase,
wne do elaim that that Act has been one of
the best measures ever passed in this House
for the cultivator of sugar-cane. That is
realised by the sugar growers themselves,
The point I wish to make is that what we
have done for the sugar growers we must
try to do for every primary producer, It
may be a difficult task. Other Governments
in different parts of the world have never
attempted to sclve this problem, but it has

been left to the Labour Government in
Queensland to make some effort in that
direction. We should receive full support

from every hon. member opposite, who
should sink iheir party politics for the time
being. If these proposals of ours are going
to increase production and prosperity for
the man on the land. and to be an induce-
ment for more people to o on the land,
I have no hesitation in saying that, unless

Mr. Collins.]
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more settlement takes place in the State shertly be placed befere us will indicate
and Commonwealth, this country can never that this sechieme has cost near-v £500,000.
become a re ily glcat country. We can talk or nearly four times the estimated cost.”

about our wealth production, which T know
s overy great. T know from my cfudy that
the provinces of Albrrta and Sickatchewan,
with populations similar to cur own. lno-
duce aonble the amount of wealth, and that
18 bC“mso they hd\’C settled upon their soil
a much larger number of settlers than we
have in this Sfate. It does not matter what
Government is in power, the solution of the
problem—cespecially in reference to unem-
ployment, to which T shall make reference
Jater on—lies in settling people on the land.
I was preaching the same doctrine at the
stract corner befove hon. members opposite
ever heard it. I never hesitate to tell the
fruth, and that 1s the great truth which I
fearnt, being a student of John Stuart 3ill
ind Hemy George long before 1 came into
this Housp—that from the land we derive
all our wealth. We must make the con-
ditions better than they are at the present

time. It is wll very well to say that this
Government  should  have moved  in that
and other ctions.  The Government
tackled the position in this respect, and as

a result we have more
condition now than we had in 1914.
Lir. J. Joves: Dlore unemploved.

Mr. COLLINS: I come now to another
important matter—that is this statement in
the Governor’s Speech—

““ Considerable attention is being paid
to irrigation. The first section of the
Inkerman scheme was completed and
pumping commenced in May last. IElece-
tric power and pumping plant will be
provided capable of watering approxi-
mately 16,000 acres. Though the cost
will be largely in excess of the estimate,
1t is believed that the benefits will more
than compensate for the expenditure,
and that the undertaking will prove a
financial success.”

men in a pirosperous

This scheme has been criticised beth inside
and outside the House Not that I object
to criticismi; but I do cbject to criticism w hmh
to depreciate the electoraie
uich I 1‘(\])1’08cnt. I was there in May with
the Premier, when he had the pleasure of
turning the handle of the turbine which sct
the pumnps poing. I want to illustrate the
effect it had upon even some of the farmers
in that locality. I have said that the Govern-
ment are doing such big t} nnos that it 1"equ]1"\s
big minds to grasp them. When we set the
pumps going, the water at one particular
well ncerly washed away the farm, as it were,
inasmuch as the farmer had not made a big
cenough drain to carry the water. He did
not realise what it rea ily moant, just as hon.
members opposite do not realise. When he
saw a stream of water at the rate of 1,000
gallons per minute, and 60,000 gallons an
hour, he wondered for a few minutes what
it would do to his farm, because the drain
was not large cuough and it overflowed.
That is what is being done at Inkerman, and
the starting of the scheme in May last has
drowned all the criticism pretty well so far
as the local rcsidents are concerned. A few
wandering politicians may go along there,
and they may mect a few dlsgluntled people
from whom they may get a statement or
two, but the local opinion is that the scheme
is a success. In speaking the other night,
the hon. member for Oxley said—

“The figures which no doubt
[Mr. Collins.

will

“ Mr, Collins:
to the truth.”

That is not troe; stick

I would like to know {rom whom the hon.
member for Oxley got his autherity for
tating that the scheme would cost £500,000.
The schenme is not going to cost anything of
the kind. The engincer in charge estimates
that he \\11 be able to complete the scheme

for an ¥ iture of £400,000. There is
a  great difference between £400.000 and
£500,000. The hon. member for Oxley is so
much accustomed to dealing with millions

«f pounds that £100,000 is neither here nor

there with him.
Mr, Moorn: What was the original esti-
rate 7—:£130,000.

Mr. COLLINS: Who will
scheme when it is completed? T will tell
rou. Under the constitution the bward con-
ts of three members, $wo of whom are elrc-
ted by the ratepavers in the arca, and one is
appointed by the Governor in Council. Each
moember holds offce for a period of throe
vears.  The present members are—Lester
James Dowze and Fevrgus Ferguson elected
by the ratepayers in le"‘Ch 1921, and 8. R.
AieMeckin dppomtod by the Government in
April, 1921, in the voom of H. E. Eklund.
The completion of the works is to be notified
by the Minister in the  Gazette,”” and the
board thereupon takes over the control and
management and the interest charges com-
mence to run. The cost of the works as
deterinined by the Treasurer shall be 'xccf‘pt ed

control the

by the board as final and conclusive and shall
be treated as a loan to the board. The expen-
diture to 30th June. 1922, on the works is

#£330,560. and the acting hydraulic engincer
still holds the opinion that the completed
cost will not exceed £400,600.

My, Greex: Whoe will pay for it?

Mr. COLLINS: The scheme will be con-
troiled by the farmers,

Mr. Greex: But who will pay for it?

Mr. COLLINS: The farmers themseclves.

Would you sav that the farmers should not
pay intercst and redemption?

Mr. Gruoen:
to pay.

Mr. COLLINS: The loan and interest are
to be liquidated within twenty-cight years at
the rate of £6 por centum per annum—
heing £4 for interest and £2 for redemption.
The first payment of interest and redemption
i not to be made to the Treasury until
cighteen months aftsr the ¢ Gazette 7 notifi-
cation of completion of the works; thereafter
payments are to be made yecarly.

"he general public will have

A reply to those crities who are always
predicting dismal failure of the scheme is
the fact that recont applications have been
received from others than those originally
in the scheme to be allowed to come in. The
board will determine what rate is to be
struck upon the land, and they must deter-
mine what amount must be raised to pay
interest and redemption to the Treasury on
the loan and also to provide for working
expenses. Both the present executive engi-
neer and his predecessor (Mr. H. E. Eklund)
are sanguine that the scheme will be a
complete suceess.
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Is there anything wrong in
Not at all.  The farmers
whole sohemo,

Mr. Vowwes: They want to get out of it.

Mr. COLLINS: I queition vers nmoh
whether the hon. gentleman has zot e ough

that proposal?
will contvol the

g

to buy a farm up therc. Docs the hon.
gertleman know that a 100-acve block at

Inkerman costs from £3.090 to £6.00C? The
hon, gentleman has no idea what intenso
tion in the North means. When I went
through that district a few vears ago, we
could sre where the 111'0‘de blocks were,
because ther were the only places which could
grow a good crop. They were srowing 59
tons of suzar-cane to the acro umh}r irrign-
tien, while alongside. on the land where there
was no irrvigation., they could not grow a
biade of grass. The pedple mostly concerned
in this matter, the farmers on the Inkerman
Kstate  themsclves. are not complaining.
Thore may be one or two disgruntled farmers
here and there who met the heu. member
for Townsville whon he was up there, At
any rate, the hon. member for Townsville has
not been in that e since.  {{Government
laughter.) The Premicr made the following
statement to the Inkerinan favmers: —

“In reference to the cost of the 1211"‘1-
tion scheme. the Premior has stated © the
matter will be considered when the works
are ahont to be handed over to the trust
ard a burden will not e placed on the
farmers which they will he unable to
bear.” ”’ '

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : ITear, hear !

Mr. COL JAINS : The Premior vepeated that
statement 1n \['W last in 1'€‘]>lv to a deputa-
tion. Ile fold them that. after the schome
had been in oporatmn for a time, if thev
found they were carrying too big a burden.
the State would come to then" resene,  (Oppe-
sition laughter.) There is the leader of the
Opposition emilirg.  ITow many times have
we had to come to the relief of the Jimbour
settlers in his electorate ?

CGOVERNMENT MEMDERS :
Jaughter.

Mr. COTTINS : How many times have we
had to enme #o the pelief of settlers in other
partz of the State? Vet hon. members onpo-
site to!l ns that the Government have done
nothire for the man on the land. Whe» thex
say thot. thov are saving somcthine that is
not trus Have we not supnlied them with
canc plants when thev asked for them?
Have we mot supplied them with seed
wheat? Wave we not supplied them with
manv other thines so that thev would
not oo off the land? T have often said
to mv farmer friends, “Tell us what we
can do for vou. Tt us know what you
requwire us to do.” and verv often, I get no
answor. T am catisfied that the irvigation
scheme s gning fo be a =uccess. This State

t In time—not in myv time.

Hear, hear! and

will hecore grost
perkons—hnt in the time of the children now

growin~ un. It will only hecome eorcat by
harn e our forees in the State in the
shane of hig irrigation works. Tn other
worde. w6 have to dam our vivers. We have
lived lone enough in Quesnsland o have

sufficiort rocords to know that the seasons
are vorv (i ’m%‘hf ng from time to time.
and if we are going to Lave close settlormont
in the fature in this Stefe. then it can only
he done hy irrieation, (Hear. hoar!) Anvone
who bas resd that fire work dealing with
the irrigation system in the United States,
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will know what T say is true. It is pointed
out there. and anvone can read it in {he
Parliamentar: ry, that, if ycu want to
o5 to the Jdistrict th eloser setf ement, you
will have to go to the dis mm big
urlgatod arveas. I am pleserd with whut the
Government have doue in that direction at
Inkerman.

Coming to mmthm part of the prograinme,
I heard somcone say that we had deserted
the industrial ‘.»Oll\(‘ 's. I say we have done
nothing of the kind. We have on the pro-

gramme a Bill to provide insurance against
unemployment,

Is it the ““ Loafors’ Paradise

This unemployment problem
the State or the Common-
whole of the civilised world
will have to «1(1 ¢ It sooner or later. If not.
then it will low up all the different
Governments «f the world, It is net an
casy matter to deal with the unemployment
problem. At any rate, we are gomg to intro-
duce a Bill hore, I am not going fo outhine
what the Bill will contain. 1 do : that
somothing must he dene in that du(\(how H
am not one of those who believe that every
man out of work ze an unemployable person.
{Hear, hear!) T} know what it is to be out
of work myself for six months at a time,
and I can say that there is nothing more
deplorable in modern society than for a
man to be secking work and unable to obtain
it. Tt is no use hon. gentlemon blaming
tho Government for the unemployed. becsuse
we know that in the United Kincdom they
have an army of 2.000, 000 unomp‘oved and
last vear they spent in re lief alone over
£60,000,000. We know that in the United
Kingdom the men who are governing there
are men who come from Oxford, Ca,mbrld'fn
and other great universities, and they have
not heen able to solve the }noblem We who
belong to the working classes have made
some attempt in the direction of solving it,
and even supposing our attempt is not
successful, we cught to get credit for having
tackled a m’ob](\m that men of the different
countries of the world have shirked up to
the present time. The men who are govern-
ing mankind cisewhere will not tackle it.
I am one of those who believe that to stand
still means death. That applies to the indi-
vidual, to the State, and to the nation.
This Labour naitv cannot live on what it
has done. It has to keep moving on, It
must keep marching with the times, and
must make an attempt to deal with this
nnemploved problem. And I say it can be
dealt with. What is it that broucht about
the spending in relief last vear of £174.094
11s. 10d.? That has not been brought abeus
simply because we are a Labour Govern-
ment. Hon. members on that side cried
out “War! War! War!” Now there is
practicallv an industrial war to be faced.
The war, and the aftermath of the war,
brought about a lot of problems for the
different Governments of the civiliced werld
to solve. We ave not responsible for the
dislocation of the different industries of the
world, The war brought about that dislo
cation, and only for the madness that existed
in your Federal arena in the rvovommnnf of
this country—the madness which said. “ We
will not trade with Gcrmqmv we will not

Mr, COLLING:
atfects not (ml;
weatth, but the

trade with TRussia ’—we mirht not. have
bm‘n in the deplorable condition we are
to-day, Our industries might not have been

Mr. Collins.]
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tanguishing if we had had 'Lt the head of
affairs men who would say, “ We will now
trade with Germany, and we will now trade
with Russia also, if necessary, no matter
who the peoples of Golmfwv and Russia
vy shall govern them.” You have a slump
in your meat industry, of which, by the
way, the other side of the House have up to
the present offered no solution. That has
helped to bring about unemployment. No
one imagines for one moment that it im-
proves a man to be out of work and receiv-
g rations for six months at a time. No-
Thmg demomhsos any human being so much
as being out of work and not being able fo
wet it.  Evervone realises that, or ought to
realise it, ~What is the use of continu-
ally criticising the Government, and saying
that we arc 1esponsible, when in countries
that are governed bv purely Tory Govern-
ments they have the same problem, and
have not solved it or made any attempt
o solve 167

Mr. MaxwsLL:

) You said you could solve
1%

The SkcrETaARY ror Rainways: You would
solve it by shooting down the workers.

Mr. COLLINS: We will make an attempt
to =olve it. at any rete. To say that we
are doing nothing for the industrial workers
is not true., We have done a great deal
for them with our Workers’ Compensation
Act and ocur miners’ phthisis provisions
—one of the most humanitarian pieces of
legislation to be found on our statute-book,
which it is proposed to amend this session—
and many other Acts. Surcly we deserve
zome credit for these measures?  Our
friends opposite, especially the leader of the
Opposition, sat for a long time behind a
Tory Government and did not exercise much
influence on them, because at that time they
did very little in the intercsts of the worker.

Mr. StorrorD : Or of the farmer cither.

Mr. COLLINS: Or of the farmer either.
We find that the Government have come
to the assizstance of the cattle industry. The
railway rates on fat cattle, store cattle,
<airy produce, pigs, and so forth, have been
reduced,

Mr. J. JonEs:

Mr. COLLINS: At any rate. I am not
one of those who complain about the unem-
ployed receiving what are called doles.
Surely these pastoralists, who were getting
£12 or £14 per head for their catile when
the war was on, could have lived righteous
lives! (Laughter.) But, no; they would not
ride in a plain Ford car, but must get the
1wt up-to-date Buick or NMapier. Now theyv

How gencrous you are!

come along and say, “ Those prosperous
times have paqced away. We can no longer

got good prices for our cattle” So they
come to the Government and c¢ “ Social-
istic (Qovernment, come to our rescue! Save
us!  Give us reduced freights to get our
cattle to the meatworks’’ What is tho dif-
ference between that and the request of the
uncmployed?  The unemployed man says,
“ Owing to something over which I have no
OOIAtroI—th(\ war tock place without consult-
ing me; the slump in the meat trade tOle
pla(;* without my consent—I am now out of
work. Find me work; and, uutil you do
find me work, give me—like th pastoralist
—something to cat.”  What is the differ-
ence? The difference is that. during the

[Mr. Collins.
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war. when the cattle-owner was selling his
cattle for £12 or £14 per head the worker
was not able to get big wages. What
is the use of being hypocritical? Tf it is
good to give assistance to these cattlemen
during these bad times, it is good to do some-
thing for men who are out of work to tide
them over the bad times. It is just as well
to consider these things when peonle say all
the favours are going to the ont-of-work man.
The hon. member for Kennedv has always
eomplained that this Government are respon-
sible,  Does he hold them responsible for the
cconomic conditions throughout the whole
world? Does he hold them resprnsible
beeause he cannot sell his meat in Lordonr
What did Mr. Jowett tell him and his friends
in one of his reports the other dav? Did
he not tell them that on a visit to Tiverpoo!
he found that their organjsation was out of
date, and that was why thev were pushed
from the markets of Great Britain?

Mr. J. Jones: The Government are out of
date.
Mr. COLLINS: No. this Government are

not out of date. This Government are %
most up-to-date Government. They believe
in marching ahead one step at a time
towards their goal.

And here I want to say one word in reply
to those people who have been talking about
communism and sneering at men whom they
call communists. . T claim—without speaking
for communism., because T think it is an ideal
which we shall fail to reach in a thousand
vears from now—that the hon. member for
Townsville and the hon. member for Bulimba
—both men who have occupied pulnits—have.
when they denounced communism. also
denounced Christianitv. Thev are practically
one and the same thing. and I refer the
hon. member for Townsville, whao is a high
nuthority on the Scrintures, to the Aects of
the Anpostles, and the hon. member for
Bulimba likewise. We wounld want no com-
munism if we had the real tvpe of Christians
we should have. At anv rate, this continual
sneering by the Opposition at communism is.
in my oninion. snecering at the best that there
is in Christianity. T myself do not stand
for it, because I say that it is an ideal which
1 bf‘hevo mbr be realised a thonsand vears
hence. We in our times have to sirive
for the ideal. and some of us have lived to

sen many of our ideals realised., When I
was a voung man, ohe of our ideals was,
“(me adult. one vote.”” We have lived to

see that realised. We have lived to sece
workers’ compénsation placed on the statute-
hork. We have lived to see old-age nensions
paid. and manyv other big reforms that were
considered impouzible at that time. T am
tired of this continual crving out against
the objective of the Labour partv as being
revolutionary.  The TLabour partv iz not
revolutionary : it is evolutionarv. And if hon-
members on the other side do pot change
their tactice, thev will remain in opposition
for ever and cver.

GoveanyenT MeMBFERS @ [Iear. hear!

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowongy: T wish firsd
of all, to contradict a tatement made bv
the Secretary for Railwars in connoction with
the shooting down of men. T was never
connected with auv concern that advocated
anvthing of the kind, and T want to sav to
tha hen, member that if this newspaper Js
correct. if anybody sent men to shoot down
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‘the workers, it was hon. members on the
«other side—
 The roar of Mr. Forgan Smith against
the cmployers, when his Government,
through its agents, asked that organisa-
tion to find special constables, savours
of the hypocritical. The special con-
stables were sworn in and actually began
to drill before they were disbanded.”

Mr. SrtoprorD: What are you quoting
from?
Mr. MAXWELL: From the * Brisbane

‘Bun ' of 26th February, 1922,
17.30 p.m.]

The HoME SecreTaryY: Can you vouch for
the accuracy of that?

Mr, MAXWELL: I will vouch for the fact
that it is here, and there is not a man on
the other side who is game to contradict it.
Concerning the speech that was made by me,
T will say that, if the other is as accurate as
the statement that has been miade by the
honorary Minister, the hon. mniember for
Mackay, a more deliberate lic was never told.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: We have hed nothing
but misrepresentation from a section on that
side. T want to quote what has been sajid
this afternoon by the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, to show the tactics that are adopted
by a scction of the kon. members over there.
“That hon. member did not read the statoment
correctly. It appears in the © Daily Stan-
~dard 7 of to-day, and reads— l

“ There is another aspect of this strike
mattsr and that is this: Have we any
machinery able to provide for armed
foreces? Is there any machinervy to-dav
by which you can put vour hand on some
l‘efxliable force to put wgainst the force
of——

"

order !

My, Bowen: Hooliganism.'”

“The bon. member for Rockhampton said :—
© Reliable fore~ to put against the force of
the workers” I say it is a disgrace for any
man who occupies a position in this House
to make a statcment like that and to attribute
t0 & man remarks he never made. The state-
ment was made by the Minister, that at a
meeting T was supposed to have said—

“ Mr. Edkins told me that he wanted
an army for defence, not defiance, I am
not t0o sure that the time has not arrived
when we have to attack.”

I vant to give that a contradiction; I never
made a statornent fike that. At nearly every
Criminal Court sittings you will hoar the
judges of the court say that if thore were
no receivers there would be no thicves, It
is a disgrace for any Minister to take docu-
ments of that character, which have been
stolen, and which. so far as I am concerned,
are unreliable and untrue.

Mr. ForpE: General Thompson did not
deny it; he admitted it.

Mr. MAXWELL: I had a high opinion
of the hon. member for Rockhampton, but 1
had no idea that that hon. gentleman, repre-
senting such a constituency as he is supposed
to represent, who is aiming for higher
honours, was prepared to attribute to & man
something he did net say.

. Mr. ForpE:
1t

Te did say it, and you know

{11 Jury.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: I do not know what
General Thompson sald. I was not at that
meeting. I read to-day’s ¢ Daily Standard,”
and draw the hon. gentleman’s attention to it.
These are charges which have been made
against the Government by one of our Bris-
bane newspapers in connection with the
Northern Railway strike, and, if the Home
Secretary says they are not true, let him deal
with the man who has made them—

(1) Sworn in special constahles at a
time of industrial unrest.

(2) Pourcd lead into a mob of workers
who stood outside a lock-up and howled
about the internment of comrades.

(3) Sent a battalion of police, post haste,
overland, to strike tervor into the hearts
of strikers.”’

We have heard the statement that the Promier
has been “ doing ” the North. e ¢ did™
it vory well indeed. Judging by his remarks.
a large number of promises have been made
by the hon. gentleman to people in the Novth.
The people in the South and in Central
Queensland cannot get from the hon. gentle-
man such promises as those.

Mr. Srtorrorl>: There are no complaints
from Central Queensland.

Mr. Forbe: What about fthe
scheme?

Mr. MAXWETLL: There have been local
authorities in and arvound Brisbane who have
interviewed the Treasurer for certain moneys
for the purpose of carrving out improvements
in connection with their arcas,

Mr. PEsasE: Concrete roads!

Mr. MAXWELL: They have had ne con-
sideration from the Goverument in the
direction of getting any money from them.

Mr. Grpay: That is absolutely wrong.

Mr. MAXWELL: I know what I am talk-
ing about.

The Iour
authority ?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will give it to you in
a moment. They have been told that the
Government have not got the money, but
that they will not prevent the local authority
from going to the Commonwealth Bank; that
they will 1ssue an Order in Council to cnable
them to get the money from the Common-
wealth Bank.

Mr. DuxsTan: What is wrong about that*”

Mr. MAXWELL: This is wrong—that the
Government can find money for the people
arcund Cairns, but cannot find it for this

Burncett

SECRETARY : What  local

portion of the State. (Government inter-
ruption.)
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: I am rather glad if 1
have caused a little excitement on the other
side. Tt is only fair to point out that the
people of the North and Central Quecnsland
are just as much entitled to consideration as
the people of the metropolis or of the South-

astern division. What tickles me is that
there is no money from the Government to
do ecertain things down hcere, yet in connec-
tion with an lighting scheme for
Cairps—to cost £40,000—the Government are
prepared to advance a certain amount of

noney, provided the Local Authorities Act
is compiied with—that is, that a poll 13
taken.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE:
oood security,

oloctric

There is

Mr. Marwell.]
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MAXWELL: I enly meontion that in
1g. Reading the nswspaper reperts on
the travels of the Premier throughout the
Northern and Central districts, it scems to
me that a good many vpromiscs have been
made, T tried to caleu thoe other day how
miuch money was promised. If the Govern-
ment want to give effect to these promises,
tiiey will have to go to “Unele Sam 7 and get
another lToan. A very great comaplim.nt was
paid to © Uncle Sam ™ in calling Parliament
together on 4th Juiv. Sceing the Govern-
ment got their money from Ameri the
least they could do was to take their hats
off to “ Unecl? Sam” and call Parliament
together on that day, which they did.

A GOVERNMENT MeMBER: A day of rejolcing.

Mr. MAXWELL: Mind it is not a day of
atonement, or a day of vegret. {(Govern-
ment interruption.)

BMr. Storrorn: We got rid of the Upper
Tfouse on that day.

Mr. MAXWELL: No CGovernment which
ever occupicd the Trrasury benches losi the
confidence of the State to such an extent as
the present Government have., I was under
the impression that the Primary Produceors’
Organisation Bill was really something for
the mon on the land. 1 find the Premicr
saying this—

““ That is the policy of the Government.
It is uot a class policy, When we talk
about: the workers we do not adopt the
narvow conc.ption of that term which is
adopted by hon. members on the other
side; but we speak of them from the
broadest conception. Every man who has
to toil, whether he is an employer or an
employee, is a worker. It does not matter
whether he toils for himself or works for
others; it does not matter if he works in
the city or if he is toiling. and moiling in
the coustry, he is entitled to get protec-
tion and istance, and this Government
is going to ensure that for him.”
That is the greatest hypocrisy that was over
enunciated, because it is window-dressing.
We have had cxpericnce of the Government
promising the people of this State certai
things. How have they kept those prosaises?
What did they do with the public service?
There was to be no roduction and no
retrenchment. There was no retrenchment,
according to them, bub there was deflation,
and a number of men were thrown out of
employment.  The Government have now
approached the Arbitration Court seeking a
reduction in wages and salaries, and God
help the Government when they go before
the clectors, The clectors will show them no
mercy .

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: What will you do
about it?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will refer then to the
supposed friends of the working man and to
what thoy have done for them. Ilow they
*“did ” them ! How they gulled them ! Here
is something that was prodused in Ipswich
same time ago-—

“Rep Liear.
U Natiosaiist Signals ageinst you
- Raifway Workers.

“If you disregard the rod light you
must cxpect a smash, The Nationalists
have put the signals against you. and if
you persist in running on th=t track you
will bump the dead end of retrench-

[Mr. Maxrwecll.
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mesnt. Speaking in Parliament, Mr. R.

Jodge, Tery member for Nanango, said—

Wa

don’t quite realise
coding was  going  on.  parti-
in the Railway Departineut
nf jnstitution.

why all the

I

My, Tlodge wont on to sayv that he
would like to sco the railway cmployees
give a fair dav's work for a fair day’s
pavy, but the railwar employees were not
doing it. Fle went on to say he would
like to seo the railway men doing sonie-
thing for their monev, and not as they
seemed to bo doing at presert—oestablishe
ing a benevolent iustitu!

Furthor the article states—

““These utterances commit the anii-
Labour parties to vetrenchment in the
railwas If you have been of

running along Nationalisg lives turn over
the points and along the safe well-
cared-for Labour lines which lend te
happiness and prosperits.”’

ro ever a more hypoeritieal docu-
1 to a body of working men?
Yo that the Government could
offico.  What attempts have the Go-
made to reduce the burden of
upon the mneople of thiz State?

retain
vernmoent
taxation
Opportunities were given to them but they

have done nothing,  We fisd in the Speock
from the Throne that another Officials in
Parliament Bill is to be inivoduced in ovrder
that another Minister mav be appointed.
The Covernment., who pose as the friends
of the working class, should be reducing the
nmber of Ministers and their salaries. and
should also reduce the number of members of
Parliament and their salaries, and should
also do somethine in the way of reducing
the public expenditure incurred by the nuwm-
her of jaunts taken by Ministers around the
State.

We wore told by the Sceretary for Mines
during the recent TPaddingt-n  bv-electio
that there would be no unemployment after
the expiration of three months, T am very
corry that that gentleman’z wishes have mot
heon accomplished. T can sympathise yvxth
him. because I believe that he thought at
the time that, if ho was ro‘gurnod there was
a possibility of throwins his weight in with
his colleagues in the Ministrs, and pos:m\b]y
turnine the scales to such an extont that ther
would be able to sec the light and create the
confidence that is so essentinl. The Seerotary
for Minecs also stated during that elestion—

“he Government stood for a big
developmoental policy, eq'.ml:‘h'”(_)f oppot-
tunite. and the more cqual disttibution of
wealth,”

T want to sce a mors ccual distribution of
woalth in ths Ministry, T went fo sse the
hon. gentlewen game to  tell the pooplo,
“Wa ara coing to start at the top of the
trce and eut down ocur ow” salaries, and we
arc going to give you eneruragement and let
vou go on with your work. and so creste the
confidence that is so essential for the ~dvance-
ment of a State such as ours””  Again, we
were told by the Secrctars for Mines at the
last May Day celebrations—

“ That hrings mc to another side of the
political and industrisl movirnent. and
probably the most burning question of
the dav, and a guestion T do not intend
to +hi is the question of wages”




Address in Reply.

There is no doubt it is a burning question,

but, uptmtm ately, there is a number of
“‘oplo who cannot get the bare uccessaries
of life. 'The Secretary for Mines further
stated—

“We, as a Government, state d(‘um‘reiy
| -.Nl" ﬂldt we are a high-

and vnhe
wage Covernment.)

5 claim to be the ¢ high-
7 vet to-day they are doing
1o “the plom.ses oin which
thcy Were d d in 1920, How is it possible
for any individual member of this Govern-
ment to go bmo;e the electors and say they
swere in favour of high wages, and then sit

The Government
wage Goversmeoent,
things contrary

back as 2 ij done to-day? 'lheu is a
way out of the difficulty, and hon. gentlemen
opposite  know it This policy of the

soviaiisation of industry, and all this com-
mutnisiic rubbish, should be set aside. The
hion, member for Rockhampton made an
apologetic speech in connection  with the
communistic  socicty with which he iz
associatesd.

ir. Fornk: I refuted the misleadi
ments made by your party.

Mr, MAXWELL: I will tell the Housc
what some of the Southern papers think of
the new socialisation of industry objective of
the Government. An article in the Sydney
“Sun ’’ of the 28th May, 1922, reads—

“ Moscow IImsT.
“ALSTR%u N IDEALS CHALLENGED.
¢ STORM 1N AL.P.
¢ Opposition to Socialisation.

ng state-

“The doctrine of the Moscow Inter-
national replaced the principle of a
white Australia in the Australian Labour
party’s objective, as adopted by the
Interstate Labour Conference held at
Brisbane.

“This has caused a howl of protest
amongst the native-born in the New
South Wales Labour leagues and unions,
and will be the subject of a contest at
the annual conference on Saturday next.”

Mr, BREXNAN : The ¢ Bulletin 77 is a “ rat.’
Mr. MAXWELL: Those papers werc not
“rats” when they advocated some of the
rubbish advccated by hon. members. oppo-
site. ‘The official report of the Australian
Trades Union Conference, held at the Trades
Hall, Melbourne, on 20th to 25th June, 1922,
says—
“Reporr oOrF rtur COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO
Devise Ways axp MErans oOF BRINGING

ABOUT THE OBJECTIVE—SCCIALISATION OF
InpUsTRY, PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND
EXCHANGE.

¢ 1. That, for the purpose of achieving
the objective, industrial and parlia-
mentary machinery shall be utilised.

““2. That, in recognition of the fact
that this is an era of social production,
this conference declares that craft organi-
sation, as a working-class weapon, i=
obsolete, and pledges itself, and all its
future representatives, to organisation of
the workers along the lines of industry,
as shall be dﬂuded by the OIO’EHXSutIOn
committee of this conference.

‘3. The nationalisation of banking and
all prineipai industries, and the munici-
pa‘haatlon of such services and supplies
as can be:t be oporated in limited arcas;
adalt franchise and extended powers to
be granted municipalities for this
purpose,

{11 Juwry.}
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4, The

government of nationalised
industries by

oards, upon which the
workers in the industry and the com-
munity shall have representation,

5. The establishment of an elective
sapreme  ccomomic  council by  all

naticnaliseds industries,

6. The setting up of labour research
and information burraux and of Labour
cducational institutions, in which the
workers shall be trained in the manage-
ment of nationalised industries,

. That sthe foregoing be sent to the
Aus tmhan and New Zealand Labour
parties, as o recommendation that it be
the fighting plank of the platform.
beiteving thut only by the abolition of
the capitalist system can working-class
cmancipation be achieved,

8. That all parliamentary represen-
tatives be required to function as acsive
p;-opagaudists of the objective and
methods of the movement.

*9. That this congress expresses the
eunet hiope that, ]ust as all schools of
ng-class Lhou"‘lt have been usefully
1emmcuted at this congress, to the
advantage of the movement as a whole,
the Labour party immediately endeavour
to unite politically all the said elements
in the common fight, and that all men,
who have been officially disconected with
the Australian Labour party., but who
have continued fighting for working-class
interests, be included, if they desire, in
the Australian Labour party mtboac Toss
of continuity of membership.”’

That was agreed to by that conference. It
came on to the Brisbane conference, and
the Brisbane conference, as our friends on
the other side know, was held at the Trades
Hall, and there was nearly a big burst up
at it. What has been termed * The Red Ra
element > or the “ extremist scction” col-
lared the movement. That is the term used
by a section of the Press. The conference
was held at the Trades Hall, Brisbane, on
Monday, 10th October, 1921,

_Hon. W. Forean Smita: Read the resolu-
trons.

Mr. MAXWELL: I will leave it to some
genius on the other side to read the resolu-
tions. I have nheady read what *“ socialisa-
tion of industry” means, and what thoir
objective is.  Amongst other things, the
Premier, in dealing with the socialisation
of industry, said—

“ Delegates would be very foolish if
they did not realise they were deciding
a crucial part of their programme. If
they gave the words the meaning which
was sought to give them in section 2,
he wanted to announce that so far
from bringing harmony into the Labour
movement, they were going to burst it
up. The quour movement was going_ to
be split in twain., If the interpretation
given este1dav was re-affirmed by the
series of resolutions they swvere going to
deal with, there was no use delegates
ignoring the importance of that ques-
tion. They were going to vote something
which would disrupt the Labour move-
ment. If thev were going to carry the
vital elements in section 2, paragraphs 1
to 9, the critical points of which were in
4 and 5, setting out the meaning of
socialiem, it was going to be the end
of the TLabour movement. If ther set

Mr. Mazwell.]
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that out it was no longer the Labour
movement of Australia. Why not call i}
the Communizt party? Is there any
difference in that and the policy of the
communists? Is there any difference in
their methods ? The methods of the Labour
party were political action co-operating
with the Lebour movement. The com-
munists had a different line of action
which it was now proposed to adopt.”

That is their leader, and yet the resolution
was adopted notwithstanding that the leader
of the Government, the Ifome Sccretary,
and other Queensland delegat~:s opposed it.

Hon. W. Foreax Smrra: Why don't yon
read the resolutions?

Mr. MAXWELL: I think 1 have read
too much for the hon. gentleman. I want
to ask the Government where they stand.
Do they stand for this policy that has becu
framed for them in Meclbourne?

Mr. BrENNAN: We stand for the plat-
form.
Mr. MAXWELL: It was confirmed in

Brisbane, and ratified again in Melbourne,
and yot the Premier stands up in this
Chamber and wants to gull hon. members
on this side, and the pecople outside, into
believing that le stands to assist not ouly
one class, but every class. It is a death-
bed repentance, but it is too late. From
the beginning of the 1920 session, there has
been nothing but repudiation on the part of
the Government. They can well go out of
office, or go to ths electors to reccive their
knockout, as a repudiatory Governmoent.
They repudiated the agreement that was
made with the pastoralists by another Pro-
mier, backed up by thirtv-five Labour men.
They repudiated the contracts they made
with the public servants in this regard—they
said they were not going to increase the
hours of labonr and that there would be ro
reduction in wages. But what did they do?
tThey made the public servants work longer
hours for the same money. How did they
treat one of their public servants the other
day? I refer to the Government Printer.
I know I may be asked what I would do
in connection with a matter of that kind.
I want to show the discrimination that
exists between a Government and the ordin-
ary employer. It I did that—and I would
not do it—I give to the men working for
me the same privileges and the same rights
that I have got myself. (Government
laughter.)

:\/h; BrENNAN : What did he do in Ryan’s
case?

Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Ryan's case scttled
him! The hon. member for Toowoomba
is not as smart as he thought he was. I
am glad I got that., If I had dismissed a
member of a union for anything he said
I would have been summeoened before an in-
dustrial magistrate to show cause for daring
to discharge a mun for expressing his mind.
Not only have the Government repudiated
contricts such as I have mentioned, but they
have also repudiated the arrangements that
had been enfered into with judges of the
court. I do not want to say these gentlemen
did it to make Dbillets for some of their
friends: but it is suspicious. I do mot say
the Governmeoent Printer has been discharged
to make a position for somebody else; but it
is suspicious. I leave it to the public to
judge. We have heard also on various occa-
sions in this House questions asked in con-

[, Marwell,
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nection with the Labour plank—* Produce
for use and not for profit.” I want to draw
attention to the fact that a system such as
that was put info operation in Russia.

When the Soviet Government came iuto
cxistence, these individuals were told by the
Soviet rulers—and may God save us in Aus-
tralia from such rulers—* You take all the
land you want and till it, and you can do
what you like with it.” Subsequently, after
they had tilled the land, these rulers came
along and said, “ You are to take what you
can use for yoursclves, and that aloiic—noth-
ing clse—we will take the rest.”” What hap-
pened next season? The farmers grew that
year only what they could use for themselves.
I do not say that that is the cause of the
whole of the trouble in Russia to-day, but
it is largely the causc of the trouble; and
yet we sce men with the intclligence of the
Secretary for Agriculture saying that the
farmoer should produce for use and not for
prcfit. I do not propose to quote what the
Premier said at one of these conferences,
but he said that some people do not seem
to understand what it means, and that, no
matter what the farmer does, he must produce
to some cxtent for profit. ’

I now want to say something in connection
with the Burnett lands. We are told that
the Burnett lands are going to solve the
problem of the settlement of the people of
Queensland, and I hope they willl T am
going to be perfectly frank about this. I see
evidence of a little political vindictiveness at
the same time in connection with some of
the Government schemes for land settlement.
Quoting from the Rockhampton ¢ Morning
Bulletin,” this is what the Home Secretary
said with reference to the hon. member for
Normanby—

“ Bup we will sink him. The day that
it appeared in the Press that we could
o on with these schemes of railway con-
struction and irrigation, some of which
will be in bis district, that sounded his
death-knell.”

A great deal of talking has been done in
connection with the Burnets lands, and the
Federal Government have been blamed
because they could not advance the money
for the domestic policy of this Governmeut.

A GovernMENT MeumBer: Mr. Flughes lied
to us about it.

Mr. MAXWELL: What did Mr. Hughes
offer? He said, “I have £2000,000 to
advance conditionally upon your scttling

pecople from overseas on the land.”” I believe
in the settlement of aqur own people—that is
a domestic policy. Why did not the Premier
accept the offer made by Mr. Hughes?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH :
never made.

Mr, MAXWELL: I say that it was made.
Mr. Kirwan: I say it was not made.

That offer was

Mr. Brexxan: The hon. member for Teo-
wong must accept the Minister’s denial.

Mr, MAXWELL: The Iederal Prime
Minjster was at the ceaference of the New
Settlers’ Leaguce of Australia, and he said,
at the close of the morning’s addresses

“ Tt was because DMr. Theodore was
unable to and declined to give an assur-
ance that the money advanced would be
used for immigration and not used for
the settlement of his own political friends
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gthat I felt compelled to refrain from
entering into an agreement with him. It
is the business of the State to settle its
own citizens upon the land. We supple-
ment them. We have to find the money.
They caunot use our money for their
purposes, and we only ask for that
authority and those assurances which will
enable us to give a guarantee to the
Commonwealth and the British Govern-
ment and the investor that these moneys
are to be used for a delinite purpose, and
that the immigrant will get employment
and will get a block of land. So that
involves an agreement entered into
between us and the State Governments
guaranteeing those very things”’
In connection with this scheme of immigra-
tion, I hope that the Government are
sincere in regard to the immigrants they are
going to bring out to Queensland. We have
in existence a New Scttlers’ League, whose
aims and objects are to assist the Govern-
ment in every possible way. I lave been
in close touch with the Secretary for Public
Lands in this matter, and I have information
in connection with the settlement of people
on the land. The unfortunate part of it is
that there arc insufficient people coming into
Quecensland. In saying that, I believe it 1s
necessary for me to disabuse the minds of a
section of the community who appear to
think that it is my sole amm, with others, to
dump people on the strects of this commu-
nity. Nothing 1s further from the aim of
the New Settlers’ League than that. We have
asked the Premier and the Sceretary for
Public Lands to assist us in ecvery possible
way. We have asked them to appoint a
{iovernment officer to help us, and it is not
the intention of the leaguc to bring about
industrial congestion.

A GoveERNMENT MeMBER: You belong to the
Iimployers” Federation.

Mr. MAXWELL: It would be all right
if I belonged to a federation like the hon.
member belongs to and if I stood under
rhe communistic flag; but Dbecause I band
mysclf with others to proteet ourselves
against the unscrupulous attacks made upon
us, it 1s all wrong. The honorary Alinister 1s
now in the House, and I want to tell him
that his information, so far as my speech i
concerned, {rom the gentleman that he got
it from is fulse. T never made a speech like
that.

Hon. W. Forgan Syiti: I have got wour
speech.

»r. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman can
have it. As I said before, the receiver is
worse than the thief. If there were no
receivers there would be no thicves. 1 con-
gratulate the hon. gentleman upon the dirty
tools he has to use to try and aeccomplish
the objeet which he has set about achieving.
If that sert of thing has to be done by a
Minister of the Crown. I do not want to be
one. (Government laughter.) The writing is
o1 the wall, and whether I am a Minister or
not, it matters little to me.  The New Settlers’
League were desirous of scttling people on
the Burnett lands for the purpos of doing
somcthing good for Queensland, but the
Premier trics to make political capital out
of his visit with the Prime Minister, because,
as he says, the Prime Minister would not
advance the £2,000,000 for him to speud on
domestic settlement, and he states that the
Prime Minister does not want us to settle
people on the land in Quecnslund, The
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Prime Minister is just as keen as the Premier
for land settlement.

With reference to returned soldiers, I want
to draw attention to a deputation from the
Trades Hall Council, which waited on the
Secretary for Public Works and asked him
to intervene with the Arbitfation Court to
wipe out preferecnce to *fdiggers” over
unionists, and the Minister agreed to it.

Hon. W. Foreax Samrii: That is not true.
My, MAXWELL: It was that the

Minister was sympathetic.
iTon. W. Foraix Suirg: That is absolately
wrong.

Mr. MAXWELL: That is what was said.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber must accept the Minister’s deulal.

My, MAXWELL:

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
Lev has cxhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

My, BULCOCK (Burcoo): In the ““ Cou-
sier” of this morning is to be found a sub-
loader which states that the duty of the
Opposition is to oppose, and it seems that
¢hiat js the attitude to be adopted by the Oppo-
sition during this session, quite apart from
the nerits that any measure introduced b’_\"
this Government may have. The © Courier’
i~ living up to ifs reputation of the past,
and no doubt will continue to do so in the
future, I have before me a cutting from the
isstie of the © Courier” of the 10th May of the
present vear. In that issue is. a subleade?l"
ontitled "¢ The Federal Shearing Award,
vwhich reads—

“ Tt is sowmewhat disconcerting to learn
that a feeling of unrest is said to have
heen caused in union circles in the South
by the award for the pastoral industry
which was given iu the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court on Iriday last.”

sa‘d

I was going to do so.

Without entering into a discussion of the
merits or demerits of this award, which the
» Couricr’” is so alarmed about, I may say
that it was an award that, within a week ot
its delivery, the very gentleman who gave it,
the Prosident of the TFederal Arbitration
Court, had to alter and increcase. The
~ubleader goes on—

“ The court decided on a reversion to
the rates imposed by Mr. Justice Higgins
in 1917, except as regards the standard of
working hours, which it reduced, subject
to a reference to the Full High Court,
from forty-cight to forty-four.  This
decision involved an all-round reduction
of wages. The shraring rates are to come
dows from 40s. per 100 sheep to 30s., and
the wages for shed hands from £4 10s. per
waek to £3.”

Then the article goes on—

“ T'rices are now showing a tendeney to
” bt the opinion is gencrally held
that the present levels may not be sus
tainerd.”

As a matter of fact, thev were more than

sustained, because there was an increase I

ihe  succesiive sales after this  subleader
appeared. Then the article continues—

< Mr. Justice Powers said he was satis-

fied that the 30s. rate would give the

shearers a much better veturn now than

Myr. Buleock.]
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it was estimated by the court to give when

the 1017 sward came inio existezece.”
The whole effect of this article was to influ-
ct:ce public opinicu, iy view of the fret that
thie award of the shearers and shed workers,
and the pastoral workers generally, had fo
come before the State Arbitration Court, and
that decision wus pending. Ilere is a very
signifi : thre tail of this article—

It ds diffieult to sen how the memboers
;onsistontly tuke excop-

The

of the union ca:
tion to the finc
pastoral indus
affected by th
principle at ¢
the Cominnty h ‘
court ought to be equally binding o all
parties concerned.”

the enurt,
ucensiand
award,

That means that the mombrrs of the
tralinn Workers’

Cuion, who have ace

the State ation i Gueensland,
should be prevented from going into the
State  Arbitration  Court, but that the
Federal award should be made binding

generally throughout the whole Common-
wealth,  There 1: a distinet exprossion of
opinion that wlere the Federal Arbitration
Court has jurisdiction over an industry the
State  Arbitration Court should not have
any jurisdiction at all. Tt is well for the
workers in the pastoral aress to know that
hon. gentlemen opposite will be prepared to
put that into effect if they managc to gain
control of power again, and that ther will
utilise the class-bizsed Federal court to gain
their own ends. 1 might refer to some litiga-
tion that is going on in the Southcrn States
arn the present time arising out of this award
given by the Federal Arbitration Court. I
is significant that several individuals in New
South Wales, recognising that the Queens-
land award is a fair one, agreed to pay
their employees in iheir shearing-cheds the
rates prescribad by the Queensland Arbitra-
tion Court. No sooner did they decide to
do that than we find that the Pastoralists
and Graziers’ Association of New South
Wales startad litigation against them, and
applied for an injunction to restrain them
from paying a higher rate than that pre-
scribed by Mr. Justice Powers in the Federal
Arbitration Court. What docs that mean?
We know that hon. members opposite have
always contended that, when the Arbitration
Court fixed a certain rate, that minimum
became the maximum. Hon. members oppo-
site have always told us that under the
Arbitration Court awards everyone would
ba reduced to the one level, The litigation
going on in New South Wales at the present
time is certainly reducing everybods to the
same level, jrrespective of the justice of the
claim, and irrespective of whether the em-
ployees have a legitimate claim or not.
The Pastoralists’ Association, respousible for

the litigation in New South Wales. la it
down that no employer shall be allowed to
pay more than the award prescribed. If

they succeed in making it illegal for an em-
ployer to pay more than the award pre-
scribes, it means that the minimum will
become the maximum. It is well that the
pastoral workers should recognise this. The
Opposition are always talking about the
Labour party not making anv recognition of
merit or ability, That is what they them-
selves want to do in connection with the
shearing award to-day. It does not matter
whether the individuals engaged in the pas-
soral industry have special ability or not,

[My. Bulcock,
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that ability must not be recogn
article in the ¢ Couricr” sugg
pastoral industry is a broken
tottering industry, incapable of financing
itself, and one that regquires the removal of
the burden of wages placed upon it, and
that is why the ¢ Courier” sympathises
with the pastoralist. DBut, if we turn to
ancther part of the same issue of 10th 2lay,

d. {har
that the
down  and

we will find a letter written by LWL
Wheeler, in which he says, regarding Rir.
Aagoflin’s wool—

“This safe and fine policy wa: ve-

fAscted in the wool siles rooms last week,

when his wool realised the recovd forr

Queensland price of 51d. per 1b.”
That raises a very interesting point. If the
clip from a certain station in thé North-west
iz worth 51d. per ib., theu wool of the s:me
quality can be grown on other stations. Are
the workers fo have their wages reduced
just because cf the want of ability on the
part of managers of stations? We know that
certain wools cannot be produced in certain
courtry, but it is a fact that there is a big
margin of improvement possible in the flocks
of Queensland at the present time. If one
station can produce wool worth 51d. per Ib.,
then mans other stations can do it also, and
the workers should not be penalised because
the pastoralists cannot produce the highest
quality of wool. There is a third article in
this same  Courier” of 10th B which T
might also refer to. There are three con-
secutive articles which deal with the ques-
tion, all appearing in the * Courier’” of the
samo date. The first deals with the Federal
award for the pastoral industry. The sccond
shows that the squatter need not be afraid of
ruin when weol fetches 51d. per 1b. To show
that that is not an isolated case, I }Vill quote
a telegram in the samec issue, relating to the
wool sales which took place in Sydney on
9th May—

¢ Sydney, 9th May.
“ Wool sales were held at the Sydney
Wool Exchange to-day, when the quan-
tity catalogued totalled 8,448 bales, and
the sales, including private transactions.
amounted to 10,220 bales. A very strong
market ruled, and, if anything, the re-
cently reported advance was accentuated.
largely as a result of a keen demand on
the American account for super lines.
The Continental and Yorkshire sections
also showed much activity, and the
Japanese section operated with great
freedom for suitable lines of skirtings.
Crossbreds sold well at the improved
level quoted the previcus day, the de-
mand running keenly on the finer descrip:
tions. Skirtings also made enhanced
valuos, but coarse burry lots were still
neglected. Greasy merino wool sold to
284d.”
Now we go a little further and find a report
of the wool sales of a day earlier—

“ A poor selection of wool was offered
at the ¢ Bawra’ sale. There was strong
general competition at last week’s clos-
ing rates  Quotations—Freshwater, to
374d.. T.C.T. over P., to 28d.; Glenfield,
to 20d.; 0.1, to 274.”

Dalgety’s report says—

“Wool =ales continue very aninmt_ed,
with a hardening tendency. Excluding
super merino wools. prices, as compared
with the closing rates of the previous
London series of sales, for merino wools.
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are from 10 per cent. to 15 per cent. ai~wer. The hon, member for Port Curtis
higher, and for coarse crossbrod wools 1 nzgested that I awmn talking bosh.  What
per cent. to 20 per cent. higher. IHome  abour the 1820 Iand Act Amendment Bill?
trade and Continental buiers are very Who attempted to dictate the settlement in
active, and American burers are again  that instance? Who has always attempted

L . 3
operating.”’ te diclate the scttlement of Queensland’s
Now we furn to a subleader appearing in I.LUL(“}])OI}C.V‘.' No aniwer to that question Is
The © Courier ”* of vostorday— pissible other than that the squatters have,
) Che sale in DBrishame during the 0 the msain, tried to dictate the poliey of
. st A g U the QGovermment. I make these remarks
period frem 28th June to 6th July, incla- ' . Ty P

sive, of over
to the State
motiey.”’

74,000 bales of wooel weans
abouts £1,500000 of new

Does that look like poverty?
as if the industry is unable to bear the
Burdens that the Labour Goverament are
supposed to have plaesd on them? Does it
ke as if the pasteral indus were fotter-
The * Courier” itself

Doces it look

itg to ruin? No.
admits it Is not—
“The 192122 wool scason in Australia

has gone with all our JCs‘r rdays, and it
is eatisfactory to know that the prices
and clearances have been good.”

That, to a large extent,

ments which have

Ty tine concornig

wool industry.

[faving discoursed on that, I want to say
something about the political activities of the
pastoral industry, about the influence the
squatters have wiclded in matters political,
and the influence they would wicld again if
they had the power to do so. Turning to the
pages of the ancient political history of
Queensland, we find the very striking fact
that in the majority of eases squatters abso-
Iutely pledomumtod in the early Parliaments.
ffor instance, Sir Joshua Pcter Bell was in
the Assembly from 1€63 to 1379, and was
President of the Council till his death. He
was frequently a Minister. Ancther squatter,
Sir R, R. Mackenzie, was Premier. Then
there re Messrs. Coxon, Wienholt, Gilbert
Tlott (Speskar for qixfeen sessions), Arthur
Alacalister, Murray-Prior, Gorve, Arehcr, Al
Yodgson, Oscar de Satge, Sir A. Palmer
{Prernicr), B. B. Morchecad (another Premier),

discounts the argu-
been advanced from time
want of prosperity in the

and C. B. Dutton. These individuals
infiucnced the pelities of Quecnsland for
several decades, and influcticed them in the
interests of the squatters, as a perusal of
“ Hansard 7 and the Taud Acts will clearly
show.

&y, Frercuer: You are talking bosh.

Mr. BULCCCK: The h member will
have an opportunity of proving his statement
when I have finished. 1t is significant that
these gentlemen o cupied very high posi-
tions in the political history of this State.
In 1681, to take a casec in point, the squatting
interest in the Government was represented
by no fewer than twenty members out of a
total of twenty-five. But with the coming
into office of Sir Thomas McIlwraith the
power of the squatters was, to a large extent,
destroved, and, when it was destmved in
this Chamber, they had a pass to another
Chamher and entrench theiy interests in the
stronghold of Clonservatism, and they have
since more logically carricd out their activi-
ties in the Legxslatlve Council. For many
vears they were cntrenched there and
dictated, or attempted to dictate. ev
political settlement that came before this
Chamber. To every po] itical problem that
was entangled with the interests of the pas-
toralists they attempted to provide the

berauze, now that the Council has gone and
the dead hand of the squatter 13 removed
from public life, they have had to burrow,
and  underminz, to  {ferm  another party
in order that thm may g9t represel
tion for their interests in thi
They know Hldf with their politics! vecord
snd the hdppcmngd of the past, it 1s impos-
sible for them to come out as a party of their
own. They kizow that not one of them could
survive an appeal to a coustituency, and,
o they know that, they have fallen
vd the Country party, and are the most
dominant intercst in it. No wender that
he Queensland Farmers’ Union is breaking
away from the Country party—breaking away
from the domination of the pastoralists and
the hig squatters.  The Country patty
t do nct =tan-d for the big interests
my ¢loctorate all the big landholders who
were Nationalists a few years ago now belong
to the Country party. In every centrve of the
Barcoo and other pastoral eclectorates also
vou find those who were previously associated
with the Nationalist or Iiheral interests now
active members of this self-same Country
varty, but I want to assure the House that

say

the Wesiorn people have “taken a tumble
to  them.”  Quite vrecently ther senf .an
organiser round my cioci seate, and in two

of the principal towns he was unable to get
a chairman. That i¢ how much thay think in
the West of this precious Country party.
They are absolutely convinced that thuv are
mbservient to the squatting interest, and
they have had a taste of the legislation they
would dish out to them and of what they are
preparcd to do {o damn Queensland or a

T.ebour Administration in Queensland. If
it were not for the action of this Covern-
ment and the lond laws this Government

have passed, there is no doubt that fo-day
we would be on the wuy tovards the forma-
tion of squatting trusts. You see it going
on in the other States. Vou sec certain
individuals acquiring huge arcas in other
States; but, because this Government believe
in closer settlement and have legislation
drafted to give effect to it, there is very little
possibility of the squatter rpahcmg his aspira-
tion and being able to hand down from father
to son large arcas of land and so prevent
closer settlement. Tt used to be said that
the interests of the squatter and selector
co1ld not be identical. and there was a feud,
horn  of much bitterness and hatred and
“#rugele, between the two: but now this
Counfry party, representing the big squatters
the big moneved interests. ask the
eloctor to send them in behind their heredi-
tary enemies. He is not going to do it. and
it has onlv served to strengthen his allegiance
to the Labeur party

I rvememhper that a fow dawys ago the
leader of the Opposition put up his “man
Fridav.” the hon. member for Oxley. to
state the casc from the Gpnomhon point of
view, and I remember that in his remarks
he said that the hon. member for Leichhards,
like other members on this side, was in the

Mr. Buleock.]
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habit of skimming the surface of vuth, taking
certain things that suited him and giving
them out as glorious truths. Tf the hon.
member for Leichhardt did that, then the
hon. member for Oxley was guilty of a greater
sin, becaus? he must bave knowa what he
was doing. He said, in effecs. that a com-
parison between our taxation and that of
Victoria favoured the Vietorian Government.
He failed to say that the Victorian Govern-
ment taxed a person for having children. He
forgot to t=1l this House alse thal the Vie-
torian Government allows no exemption, 1
will give some figures to show whether we do
this same thing or swhether we do not.

8.20 p.m.]

In the first place, let us take the exsmptions
in the Commonwealth and in the various

States. For a single man they are—

£
Commonwealth 100
New South Wales 250
Vicetoria ... 200
Queensland 200
Routh Australia . ... 100
Woestern Australia . ... 100
Tasmania 126

You will notice that thona and Oumns]and
have the same exemption for a smgle man.
For a married man the exemptions are—

ES
Cloemmonwealth ... 156
\< w South Wales 250
Vietoria 200
Qurensland . ... 226
South Austr '111& .. 180
Western Australia 156
Tasmania . ... 157

Now take the »deductxons in respeet of each

child—

£
Commonwealth ... .. 26
New South Wales ... 50
Victoria . Nit
Oueensland . ... 26
South Australia ... 15
Western Australia = . ... 26
Tasmania . Nil

That taxation basis is in accord with the
highest ideal of the Labour party—that the
man who has the greatest obligations shall
have the least amount of taxation to pay.
Let us go a little further, and sce how a

married man with no children, earning £225
per annum, wonld fare so far as State and
[redeya] tawation #re concerned—
memens.
_— State, | State and Federai,
| £ | £ s 4
New South Wales ... ! Nx!. | 2 39
Victoria ... 018 9 { 3 2 6
Queensland il i 2 3 9
Southt Australia ... | 119 9 | 4 2 9
Western  Australia 211 7 | 415 &
Tasmanin ... o 3 710 : 511 7

A married man with thrie children, on an
incomce of £225 per year, would not pay any
incom~ tax in New South Walcs, Queensland,
and Western Australia; but in this much-
State of Victoria, he would be
ised to the extent of 18s. 8d. because
he had children. In South Australia, he
would he penalised to the extent of 15s. 7d.,
and in Tasmania to the cxtent of £2 9s. 7d.
Now I will attempt to show why the hon.
memb-r for Oxley and various other members

[Xr. Bulcock.
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on that side are squealing. We have said
that the incidence of taxation should fall on
those most capable of bearing it, and I have
taken out a table which shows how much
a marricd man without children, earning
£1 000 a year, would have to pd)—

— State. ¢ State and Federal.
£ s d. £ s d
Englavd | 185 5 0 .
Victoria . 1815 0 [HIB B
Queensiand 6y 00 107 1909
south Australia .. 28 79 7 7 5
Western  Auxtralia 30 16 = 735
Tasmania .. . $l12 6 7912 3
Ne # South Wales .. 47 1 8 4 1 3

That discloses the reason for the wrath the
Opposition pour on the Government, because
vwe have made the incidence fall on those on
whom it =hould fall.

The hon. member
caustic in his referencs
dition of Queensland. Referring to the con-
tention of the hon. member for Leichhards
that the financial position of Qucensland was
a very satizfactory one, whercas there was
bankruptey in Europe, the hon. member for
Oxley said there was bankruptey only in
those countries that were governed by com-
munists. Has that hon. member read in
to-day’s paper of the fall of the mark in
Austria and Germany? You can buy a
hatful of marks for ls, of cur currency inm
either of those countries.

Mr. Swrr: Have they not both Govern:
ments of the workers?

Mr. BULCOCK : We know quite well that
the Government of Germany is faithfully
reproduced and represented in the minds and
political convictions of hon. gentlemen oppo-
site,  The same applics to Austria.

Mr. Szer: But did they not have revolu-
tions there?

Mr. BULCOCK : What did they assassinate
Rathenau for the other day in Germany?

Going a little further, the hon. member
for Oxley said it is the intention of this
Government to exterminate the farmer. At
a later stage in the debate the hon. member
for l\ananrro said, “I am pleased that after
seven years the Government have seen fit to
attempt, at least, to do scmething for the
primary producers.” I would like to draw
(L-‘rﬂn"lon to some things which the Govern-
went have done for the farmers. I am
inclined to think that, if hon. gentlemen
gave mou, attention to what the Government
have done and less attention to carping criti-
cism and misrepresentation of facts, they
would arrive at a far better understanding
of the }30\1f10n Lot us seo what Bills have
been passed by this Government to assist the
farmers. There are the Checic Pool Bill,
the Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act
Bill, the Banana Inuustrv Preservation Bill,
the Wheat Advances Agreement Ratification
Bill, Income Tax Act Amendment Bill, Dairy
Preduce Bill, Stock Foods Bill, Co-operative
and Amlcultulal Production Act Amendmeont
Bill, and the W heat Pool Bill. We intend
to submit this session the Pumalv Producers’
Ovganisation Bill, Fruit Cases Act Amend-
ment Bill, Co- opomtw Agricul tm 1] Produe-
tion Act Amondmcnt Bill, Irrigation and Con-
servation Bill, Arrrlou]tulal Fducation Bill,
and Closer Scttlement Bill, all of which are
designed for the benefit of the farmer. The

for Oxley was very
to the financial con-




Address in Reply.

hon. member for Oxley said the farmer needs
attention, help, guidance, sympathy. Has
he, like a Rip Van Winkie, been asleep on
the National Opposition benches for the past
few years and suddenly been rudely awak-
ened, opened his eves, and rushed into the
nearcst camp—the Country party camp—and,
having found himself there, has he looked
round and found he is in the wrong party?
Is he aware that this State is spending at
the rate of £130,000 per annum to encourage
agriculture? ({Opposition laughter.) Shortly
after we assumed office we distributed seed
wheat, maize, and fodder to the value of
no less a sum than £47,000. In 1918 we dis-
tributed £8,000 worth of seed wheat. We
gave a cotton guarantee, and we have our
experimental activitics. All thosze things, of
course, have bcen for the benefit of the
farmer. Iividently, it is the function of the
Country party to establish, if possible, a
popular belief that the Labour party are
opposed to the farmer. If-they can establish
that belief, well and good; becausc it is well
recognised that a belief, once established,
tends to become traditional—it is repeated
without thought, and accepted without reflec-
tion.  But, fortunately, the farmers arc
beginning to reflect, and the enthusiasm that
has greeted the Premicr’s announcement of
an agricultural policy is a suflicient indica-
tion that the farmers are awake to the fact
that their class interests lie in the direction
of supporting this Government rather than
a Government who are opposed to them.

Let us look again to the value of the pro-
ducts that were produced before this Govern-
ment came into power, and those which are
being produced to-day. In 1915, the year
the Labour party came into power, the milk
produced in Queensland was 17,093,674
gallons; butter, 25,456,714 Ib.; and cheese,
4,383,410 1b., to a value of £2041,668.

An Opposirion MEMBER: You do not take
the credit for that?

Mr. BULCOCK : Queensland produced in
1821, 581,653.521 1b. of butter, 15,075,124 1b.
cheem and 14,400,600 1b. condonsed milk. to
a total value of £7.259.891, or an increase
during the time that this Labour Govern-
ment have been driving the farmer to damna-
tion and ruin of £5218,125. In 1915,
1,152,516 tons of sugar- cane, to a value of
£1,524,057 was produced in Qucensland and
in 1521 this had increased to £8,380,000. Do
those figures not speak for themselves? That
indicates that the Labour Government have
done a good deal to cncourage agriculture in
this State,

I will now take cotton. DPrior to 1918 the
advance was 15d. per lb., and now it is 5id.
per lb., due again to the activities of the
Labour Government. The value of wool pro-
duced in 1915 was £5,112.000, and in 1920,
£8,371.580. The value of cxon in 1915 was
£5,023,304, and in 1920, £10,3%6.233, indi-
cating concluswolv that the farmers have had
(‘onﬁdonce in this Government. The amount
of wheat produced in 1915 was only £113 970,
whercas in 1920 it was £1,745,547. The latter
amount was produced under legislation
initiated and passed by this Government.

Now the question of capital. I wish to dis-
course on every possible phase, so as to arrive
at some honest understandmg In 1915, the
capital invested in machinery, 1rnplements
for farming, dairying, irrigation, and travel-
ling machinerv was £1.856,192, and in 1920,
£2 884.340, Would that indicate that the
fa.mmg industry is suffering, and that the

[1} Juery.]
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Government were driving individuals off the
tand? Does that indicate that the people
were not plepared to advance capital for
investment in the farming industry? In 1915
the number of persons engaged in farming
and dairying was 59,140, and in 1920, 64,228.

The hon, member for Oxley suggested that
the people who were coming to Queensland
were the flotsam and jetsam of Australia,
and that they were coming here for the
rations that they might obtain. Are the
people who have gone on to the farming
lands, and who are producing the wealth of
Queensiand, flotsam and jetsam? The hon.
member also stated that this Government
were driving capital out of the country, but.
according to the figures of the Bureau of
?(;cmﬁo nnd Industry, as published in the

¢ Courier’ on 27th September, 1921,
£22,000,000 in new capital found its way into
(gneonbldnd in 1920. That -would indicate
that the hon. member’s contention that
capital wrs being driven from the country is
false, untrue, and ridiculous.

The hon. member also stated that he d1d
not wish to sce an increase in Savings Bank
deposits,  The argument that depositors in
Quecnsland had a greater amount to their
credit than in any other State in the Com-
monwealth was irrefutable, and, as the hon.
member could not deny it, he thought he
would ridicule it, and went on to say that
the workers had big deposits, and that
industry was the best custodmn of their
savings. The hon. member has often taken
upont himself to lecture hon, members on this
side of the House about their faulty know-
ledge of economirs. He knows as well as I
do, and we all know that the more money
that finds its way into the coffers of the bank,
the more money there is for investment in
the industries of the country. Would he
suggest that the workers should go to the
tock exchange with their savings, and buy
a parcel of shares? ¥e must know that that
is a duty devolving on the banks. The banks
are the custodian of the people’s savings., It
ix in that way that the savings of the workers
arc invested, The workers of Queensland put
their moner into the banks. Ther have
snch complete confidence in the Government
of Queensland that they know_their money
will be safe when invested in industrial enter-

prises.  The hon. member for Oxley also
said, “1 want to be quite clear where I
stand: I stand for a forty-cight-hour week.”

am glad that he has made that admission.
I stand for a forty-four-hour week. I would
like to ask the hon. member for Oxley if he
stands for a forty-eight-hour week in shear-
ing-sheds and the canefields, and if he 1s
going to develop the North under a forty-
cight-hour week? Tt is well for the people,
especially the prople working outback on the
railway lines, and in the shearing-sheds, the
caneficlds, and developing the North, to
know that a man of the standing of the homn.
member for Oxley, who has big political
ambitions, stands for a forty-eight-hour weck,
which he would inflict on' those workers in
the event of being able to have his will
gratified.

Last, but not least, in the indictment of the
hon. member for Oxley is the charge that the
Labour Government are compelling certain
unionists threnghout Queensland to pay 10s.
per annum towards the establishment of a.
chain of Labour papers throughout the Com-
monwealth. Tn the first place, I would like
to as=ure the hon. gentleman, who appears to
have such a faulty knowledge of the position.

v, Bulcoek. ]
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that this is a levy self-linposed by ihe various
unions throughout the Commonwealth, If
that is such a dastardly thing, why does he
not condemn the action of the executive of
the party to which he belongs, which com-
pels every member, under pamn of not being
able to market his produce satisfactorily, to
contribute so iruch per hecad for cver
head of enttle he possesses?

OPPOSITION MEXBERS : No.

Mr. BULCOCK : And se much for every
1.000 sheep prosessed. Hon. members
opposite shake their heads and say, © No.”
But thoy know as well as I do that it is
true. They know ther have got Country
party organisers like Gallagher. whom the
Government ““ sacked ”’ kecause he was not
honest, and various other individuals organ-
ising in order to raise funds; otherwise swhy
are they sending them to electorates that
they have got ng hope of winning? Merely
with the intentien of making the small man
contribute 0 much per 100 head of cattle,
and so much per 1000 head of sheep that
he has running. Why did the hon. member
not tell bon. members about that?

The SPEAXKER: Order! The hon.
gentleman has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr., SWAYNE (Mira=f): In reference to
the Speech delivered by Fis HExcelleney in
this Chamber last Tuesday, of course no
abjeetion can be taken to the wording. and
¢ sentence certainly deserves speeial men-
rion. I notice thut on the first page Ilis
Tixcellency uses these words—

“ While I have nothing but admira-

tion for the people whom I met in small
communitics, remote from town, rail-
way, and port, bearing bravely their
isolation and its attendant hardships. I
could not help hoping that before many
years have passed now settlors will join
them in such numbers as to make pos-
sible the comforts, the conveniences, and
the social life that obtain ounly where
there is a population large enough to
provide them.”
His Excellency, since he has been in Queens-
land, has used his opportunities well. There
is not much to cavil at in the other portions
of the Speech. Reference is made to agri-
cultural production, to the pastoral indus-
try, to the need for immigration, and so on,
and nobody can disagree on those matters.

We all realise the neccessities of Queens-
land, but have the Government, who have
been in power during the past six or seven
vears, given any indication of their ability
or their willingness to put into ecffect the
promises that are contained in their pro-
gramme? We have only to leck back to
1915, and see the promises that werc made
on that occasion, and how many of them
remain unfulfilled, to enable us to gauge
the value of any promise that iz made at
the present time by the Government.

So far as the agricultural policy iz con-
cerned, which seems to be the Premier’s
sheet anchor, I have devoted a considerable
pertion of my life to organising the farmers,
and I think I can claim to have been fairly
successful. I took part in the initiation of
the two large organisations in connection
with the sugar industry, and all I can say
is, that every member on this side of the
House would be only too willing to help the
Premier in his efforts in that direction. But
1 think it is about time that the hon. gentle-

[Mr. Bulcock.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Addre=s s Reply.

£

man defined his position, and that he told
us where he really was; or, rather, where
he really is. We know where he was. I
have here the Labour platformm as published
in the “ Worker” in 1909, the year he was
clected, and at the foot is the pledge signed
by all Lubour candidates. I presume that
the Premier signed this pledge—

1 hereby pledge mysolf not to oppose
candidates selected by the recognised
political organisation, and to do my
utmost to carry out the principles em-
bodied in the Australian Labour Party’s
platform, and on all questions affecting
the platform to vote as a majority of
the parliamerntary party may decide at
a duly constituted caucus meeting.”

That shows that the Labour party is purely
a ional party, with purely sectional aims,
and would like to know where the Pre-
mier now stands in that regard—whether he
is his own master or whether he is not. I
would like to point out that the first item in
the objective is the socialisation of industry,
the means of produciion and exchange—in
other words, the entire extinetion of any-
thing in the shape of private ownership.
The State is to own everything, and the
individual to own nothing.

At 8.56 p.m.,

The CHaRMAN OF
wan, Brisbane) relicved the Sp=ake
chair.

Mr. SWAVYNE: In order to make the
position clear, 1 intend to read some quota-
tions from a speech that I made some four
vears after the Premier was first elected to
this House. In 1913, as reported in ¢ Han-
sard ”’ for that year, page 397, 1 quoted
from a book issued from the * Worker”
office, entitled ‘“ What the I.nbour Platform
Means,” and written by “ Qui Vive,” and
therefore I think we may take it as emanat-
ing from a source that is authoritative. It
says—

“That is why the Labour movement
should be class-conscious—that we may
by our own declibsrate effort and our
calculated enthusiasm accclerate——

Horn. members will mark the word “ accele-
rate 7'—
“the process of transformation from pri-
vate ownership to common ownership for
the community good.”

That mecans that those who have been work-
ing all their lives to provide for their old
age will have to surrender everything to
the common stock. The book goecs on

“ The process will be a gradual one,

but it need not be a slow one.”

The Secretary for Agriculture was in the
House at the time, and I notice that, when
I quoted those words, he interjected, < Hear,

ComirTezs (Mr. Kir-
r in the

hear !’ It goes on—
“It will be step by step, but the
steps will follow quickly upon one

another if we are so minded.”

Then it goes on to speak of the wage ques-
tion. We have been told that the Labour
party are mot in favour of wages at all,
nor are they in favour of production for
profit. However, this explanation of the
platform says—

“The workers would demand higher
wages. That is to say, a higher and
even higher proportion of the wealth
they create until at last the margin of
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profit would be so small that the sys-
tem based on profit would collapse into
irrevocable ruin.”
I ask where the faviner comes in with such
a policy as that? Later on, T guoted what
Ay, Thomas said at Broken Hill—and we
must remember that the aims and objects of
the Labour party are the same from one en
of Auctralic to the other; they boast of their
solidavity. At that time Mr. Thomas said—
“his, then, is what the Labour
movement means, In one precise, preg-
nant woerd 1t mcans socialism.  Well,
socialism is your scheme as apart from
all other schemes. It is based on social
growth. It is the common holding of
Tand, and the means of production and
exchange, and the holding of them for
the equal benefit of all.”

If the farmer is to own nothing of his own,
there is no room for him behind fhe party
which advocates a poliey such as that.
Again, in 1919, when the hon. moember for
Drazton movad a resolution, the object of
which was to increase production in
secondary industries, the hon. member for
Mackay moved an amendment to this effect—
“ That a full stendard of living will
be reached by sccuring the full results
of their labour to all workers; and to
sccure this it is necessary that the
workers own and control the means of
production, distribution, and exchange;
that production be for use and not for
profit; and that this desirable end can
best be reached by the realisation of the
objective of the Australian Labour

Party.”
There is no deception on the pavt of members
7 the party outside this House. They know
that their policy means the extinction of
everything in conncction with private owner-
ship.  Of course, members of this House are
politicians, and they do theiv best to side-
step the is.ue.  They never mention it. I
have never scen one of them bold enough to
get up and avow what their objective is, and
then attempt to justify socialism and com-
mon ownership. I think I have said cnough
to show the people that, while the Premier
still remains a member of the Labour party
which stands for this policy, he can support
nothi ¢ in the shape of private enterprise.
The scheme embodied in their policy has been
friedl over and over agamn as far back as
history goes, and we know that socialisin has
been nothing but a failure. ¥He may talk as he
likes about accepting the help of
19 p.m.] the Country party. Ho savs he
iz disappointed th woe did not
ist him in carrying out his agricultural
scheme, but he should realize that it is only
reasonable on our part, before we give him
the help he asks, to require a plain declara-
tion from bim as to whether he 1s still a party
to the counfiscatory policy which is embedied
in the platform of the Labour party. I think
that is a very fair request, In regard to this
late deveiopment of his, it is an old saying
that imitaticn iz one of the sincorest tributes
vou can pax to the capacity of someone else.
That beirg the case. his adoption of this
scheme of organisation is one of the greatest
tributes that have been paid to the Country
party. I find in the Country partv’s platform
the genesis or the foundation of this scheme.
1 have here the foreword of the policy and
platform of the Queensland Country party
S9The Primary Producers’ Union aims

at—

192-—x
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A reconciliation of capital and labour
in manner acceptable to reasonable men
on both sides.

Financing industries that are essen-
tial, believing that the country which
can raise millions of pounds for defence
can just as readily raise money for
reproductive. work to add to the pro-
duction of the country; organising the
country’s system of distributing, realis-
ing that an efficient system of dis-
tributing and handling is one of the
big problems of the primary producer.

Lncouraging greater effiziency  in
industry and greater development,
realising that greater development
depends upon an assurance that the
producers will obtain an adequate and

fair reward for their labour.”

There is nothing like that in the Labour
platform; vet it is essential for the welfare
of the country—

“ A more scientific conservation of
water, fodder, and all foodstuffs, believ-
ing that the Government should co-
operate, mot merely in supplying full
information about crops, market, supply
and demand. but that it should assist in

building cold stores, preserving plant,
stlos, and other scientific methods of

storage.”’

You will find the whole groundwork of the
Premier’s scheme embodied 1a the platform
of the Country party. The Premier says that
h'c was expecting great things from the
Country party, and that he was disapnointed
because he received no help. 1id he ever
ask our help? I kuow, from my own experi-
cnee, that he simply refuses to have an ing
to do with us—even to see us sometimes,
His attitude is indicated by the fact that
the Land Settlement Committee, which is
specially appointed to handle the subject
of secttling soldiers on the land, does rot
contain & member of the Couniry party,
although there is & member of the Nationalist
party upon it. Many of the members of the
Ceuttry party are men who have gone on
the land in its virgin state, and brought it
to a productive point, but not one of us has
been (a)ﬁjered a szat on the committee, That
s a fair samplo of the Premier’s attitude
towards the Country party; he has never
given us the slightest chance of assisting him.
1f any hon. member on this side ventures to
mave a resolution on private members’ dav.
having for its object the welfare of the
farmer, what treatiient does he receive from
the other side? As showing where the schieme
came from, I have here an amendment which
was moved by the hon. member for Dravion
on the Profiteering Prevention Bill, which is
a still move detriled beginning for the scheme
vhich the Preniier is so proud of. The hon.
member for Drayton moved in Committee
an amendment in these words—

¢ Without prejudice to the last pre-
ceding provisions, there shall be consti-
tuted a board of advice, consisting of six
representatives of cheese, butter, and
bacon industries chosen in the manner and
for the term of office preseribed by the
regulations by the respective industries
as follows:— X
Two representatives shall be chosen

by the co-operative cheese factories.
Two representatives shall be chosen

by the co-operative butter factories.

Mr. Swayne.]
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One representative shall be chosen by
the co-operative bacon factories, and

One representative shall be chosen by
the propriectary bacon factories,

Jne  repres supplicrs to
condensed milk

tative of
factorics.”

Would it not have been a right thing on the
Premier’s part to have given some little

credit to the paity from whom he got the
idea in the first place? The amendment

goes on—
1t shall be the duty of the Commis-
sioner to obtain the advice of the said
board upon matters relating to the fixing
of declared prices for any of the afore-
said commodities, and he may obtain such
advice by c‘uh‘m a meeting of the said
board or by such other means as he
thinks proper, and these shall have
power to accept or reject any advice so
obtained.”
I think I have said enough to show that the
Premier is indebted to us, although he does
not ackrowledge the fact. As to the good
wishes cxpresied by the party opposite for
the success of the farmer, I do not want to
repeat what has been said over and over
again by uon members on this side—that
the farmers have been treated dizgracefully
by the present Government in regard to the
h‘cauon of the prices of their pmdu("ﬁ and

in other ways. Through the recont altera-
tion of t‘m boundaries of the electorates, the
farmers will be deprived of four scats in

b We Lknow that all the world
over it is only the strong t}mt san receive
consideration; and we knO\\ the nees
for being politically strong. DBy the taking

Parliam

away of four farmers’ scats the Country
party has bren made politically weak, and
less able in future to stand up for the

regard to whom
their good

rights of the farmers, in
the Gevernment are exprossing
wishes. I was disappointed br the Promier's
speech on this question.  All who come in
contact with the Premisr will recoguise that,
big as he is phyzically, he is sometimes rather
a small man. (Laughter.) Anyoue reading
his speech and sceing the large amount of
time he devoted to a pereonal attack on the
hon. member for Oxley will, T think, agree
with what I say. The Premier took con-
siderable unction to his soul because certain
stocks of ours rcalised a fair price in the
share markets on the other side of the world.
It has been pointed out that these institu-
tions had left this State on account of the

high income tax that had been imposed.
What amuscd me most was this  Httle
extract—

“The loan expenditure per head during
tho financial year 1920-21 was £7 for New
South Wales, £7 bs. {for Vietorta, and
£5 for Queensland., What about reckless
extravagancs?’’

The Premier refers to the faet that the expen-
diture per head was lower in Queensland
than th> other two States. The reason for
that was that the Govu‘mnv, t could not bor-
row, and the Premier could not help himself.
He rcmmd~ me of the saying—
“ When the devil was sick,

The devil a saint would be.

When the devil was well,

The devil a saint was he.”

{Opposition laughtor.) The figures show that
at tho present time the public indebtedness

[Mr. Swayne.
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per head in Queensiand is £104, N
Wales £75, and Vietoria £58.

The Presize: Why
Austrabia?

My, SWAYNE: They are the States vou
quoted.  When the present Government took
office the public indebtedness was £5¢ por
head. During the fifty-five years previous
Governments  had  control  in Queensiand
before the Labour Government took charge.
the taxation amounted to £1 8s 2d. per
head, but in the six years that the i.alo‘x»
party have been in power they Increased it
to £4 19s. 9d. per hrad. The trouble has heen
that the Laboar party have not kept to their
platform. Nobody expects them to keep to
their platlorm in it good points: but, if they
had kept to the planic of the platform whwl‘
pm\l(us that money shall only be lJoru/u d for

sproductive work, no one would grow! at the
incrouw in the public indebtedness. Umw\'u
there is scarcely any enterprise in which the
Gov mmmnf motiey was invested that has not
proved to be a failuve. Take the railwavs,
for instance. Whon this Government rook
office the railways were paying £4 3. &d.
per cent., and now they are ouly paying 9s.
10d. When the Premier was doalinr with this
he tried to put us into a wrong position by
asking if anyone wanted to make the railways
pay by inereasing the freights. No one in the
Country party wants to pay more freights,
and T am sure we do not want to balance the
ledger in that way. The present position of
the railways is due to bad management, and
it the present Parliament runs to its full
torm, we shall find that the accumulated deficit
on the vailvars during the term of the Labour
party will amount to £7,000,000

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! daght
sageest to hon. members not to converse
in such loud tones. Conversation carvied on

New South

not quote Westirn

in such loud tones is noi only a distraction
to the speaker, but it interferes with the
correcs  reporting  of  his speech by the

s Hansard ”? staft,
HovovrspLz MM

1 SWAYNE : During the precont 1,dbn>ur
me the carning capacity of the railway
cmployees, which in 1914 was £102 per annum
por man, was reduced in 1818 to £L17 per
man., Weo koow that the precent Government
increased the number of employvecs by 33 per
cent., and almost immediately there was a
deerease in the amount of work done. That 1s
shown by the number of train miles run, which
works out at 1,402,000 miles lesd than uunder
the previnous Administration. 1 find, alw,
that, while the rumbers of employces wers in-
creased by 33 per cent., the length of railwayvs
cpened only inercased by 16 per cent, during
the first four or five years that the Goworn-
ment were in office, and the railways were
greatly overmanned; but, although there was
a great increase in the numbcr of hands
omplm‘ec there was a decrezse in the amount
of work done. Many of these who were put
on during the time of boem 1«011"0\‘* and
burst 1o a'mbt Irave since Lcm ted thet thm
were takn from other avenues in life and
boosted up by the belief that they would have
coft jobs in the Railway Department. Now
T} ese men are turn(‘d out into the cold world.

T think I have said enough to show that, if the
( suntry party had the oppmtun'tv it would
make a better showing of our 1axlway~ than
the present Government have done. What
I have said clearly indicates that the present
Government are unable to carry out the

3ERS : Ilear, hesr!
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policy that is contained in the Governor's
Speech. The only party in Queensland at the
present time which is able to carry out a
broad, comprehensive, progressive policy. and
one which makes for prosperity in Qucensland
is the Country party.

Mr. Pease: Mr. Hughes does not say that.

Mr. SWAYNE : There is no State.in Aus-
tralia that depends zo much on primary pro-
duction as Queensland, and as nearly every
member of this party is directly cngaged in
primary production, and as most of us have
been able to make a success of our farms, it
stands to reasen that we would show the same
ability and make a success of government if
we had the control of the affairs of this
State. I notice a reference in the Governor’s
Speech to the amount of public works in
view, including railways, irrigation works,
and so cn. I was naturally anxicus to know
the method under which the money voted for
public works was being spent. We all know
that the interest charge on loan indcbtedness
is increasing every vear, When this Govern-
ment tcok office the interest bill was £1.900.000
per annum, and it is now £3,250.000, It iz
our duty to zce that this money is properly
speut. and that the people get fair value for
it.  That is not so with this Government,
because they are not getting fair value for
the money spent. I asked the Minister in
charge of the Department of Public Works a
question last week in reference to the method
of carrying out public works. I pointed out
that tho excessive cost of our railways and
other public works brought about by construc-
tion under day labour. and the huge load of
unproductive indebtedness already piled up,
was a heavy burden on the producers. The
hon. gentleman in replying said that my
question was based on wreng presises, and
on misleading and inaccurate grounds. One
has only to remember that under the day
labour system things have so degenerated that
the State gets about £2,000,000 worth of work
for the expenditure of about £3,000.000 of
loan money. Seeing that about £7,000.000
of loan money has been spent on public
works such as railways. cvoction of school
buildings, and other public buildiungs since
this Government cawme into office, I am pre-
pared to say that, under a proper method of
carrying out the work, the people of Queens-
land would have got as much done for
£4.500.000 as has been done by the present
Government for £7,000,000. As an cwvaraple,
a small railway is being built in mv elee-
torate, and. by the way. the money for the
purpose was subseribed by a local Joan—
although that de not excuse the (lovern-
ment, whese dut+ it is to sec that they get
full value for the people’s money. I find,
according to the best information I can get,
that 5 miles 40 chains have been built at a
cost of about £49,600, or about £9.07°0 a mile,
for a small agricultural line with 42-1b. rails
and sloepers, mauy of which, T should sa;
from the look of them—and 1 krow some-
thing of the matter—are rejects. Morcover,
a bridgs has vet to be built. If that is what
happens in the case of a small line of that
descripti what must ouvr main routes be
costing, with 61-1b. rails, heavy sleepers, and
0 on? The cost must he absolutely prohibi-
tive, It simplv mouans that the freight from
the few dozen farmers for whom the line has
heen built and who couid pay interest on a
fair cost of construction, will find it impossible
to meet the charges on a heavy capitalisation
like that, and thore will have to be another

<

0,
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charge on the consolidated revenue. The con-
solidated revenue can stand a certain amount;
but, if every line is built in such a manner, is
it any wonder that the taxable margin of the
people is exhausted and the consolidated
revenue cannot stand the strain? That is
what happens under the present Government.
Take as another instance this Inkerman irri-
gation scheme. Woe know that many of the
farmers are simply appalled at the heavy
charges they will have to meet. If what we
hear is correct, it will altogether alter the
value of their farms, 1 have a letter here
from one of them, in which he says—

“ Firstly, may I say that you are at
liberty to use my name and to say that I
am owner of a block in the irrigation
arcs, and publicly offered to Mr. Theo-
dore the sum of £500, payable at the
rate of £10) per annum for five years,
to be allowsd to withdraw from the
scheme and 1ustall my own plant te
irrigate my own farm in my own way.

objection to the scheme, apart from
cost, is the fact that 1o provision has
been made for a  period of genepal
drought throughout the district, and

although vour cane mav be dying. vou
have to wait your turn to water, and by
the time vou get the water the cane may
be ton far gone to recover.”

That is from Mr. John Mann, who used to
be a Labour member of this House, and who
is worthy of hon. member’ confidence, and
is now, I believe, a successful farmer.

These things bring to one’s mind the injus-
tice and the hardship that ave being piled
upon the settlers in the back blecks. Take
the scheols. 1 venturc to say, without fear
of contradiction, that thes are costing £600:
where they should cost but £400. and £800
where they should cost but £600; and the
consequenice is that many of our bu<h chil-
dren are going without education, or they
are so crowded together that thev are being
educated under insanitary conditions. Here
is a case which came under my own nctice:
There is a little school in my clectorate which
neceded a veranda. The pcople were told
they could not have it because the estimated
cost was prohibitive. It was £96 for a
veranda 21 feet by 8 feet. Some years pre-
vicusly, when galvanised iron and every-
thing else were at thejr highest pricer, I had
a veranda 47 feet by 9 fect, with an 11-foot
room at one end of it. built here bv con-
tract for £92. Under the present system of
carrying out Government works we find that it
costs more to build a veranda less than half
the size. When we ask for schools and addi-
tions we are told that the money has been
voted by Parliament and expended. This is
no reflection on the Minister in charge of the

Department of Public Instruction. bocause
this work is not in his hands, Yet, under

this wretched sw:tem, these are the things
that happen, and I am teld by the Minister
at the head of the Department of Public
Works, who, I think, is a tradesman, that I
am proceeding on false premises when I sug-
gest that all this extra cost will fall on the
producers. It will have to do so. because it
must come out of the land in the long run.
All T can do is to commend the hon. gentle-
man’s answer to his own constituents. I
would like to refer, also, to th~ township of
Mackay, and the way in which the State
butchers’ shops were erected. T notice, also,
that forestry is mentioned in the Governer

Mr. Swayne.]
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Speech, and, if the way in which the forest
reserve in my distriet is managed is any
criterion of the general management of our
State forests, then all T can say is that it
must be very bad indeed.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber bas exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

My, BRENNAN (Toowonmba): 1t is very
interesting to know that so many speeches
have been made by our opponents which only
go to show that they are very annoved at
what the Government are attempting to do.
We heard a speech from the hon. member
for Toowong, 1n which he talked about the
credit of Queenslaud, and commented on the
fact that the session was opened on 4th July.
T think it will be interesting to Amecrican
financiers to know that we did begin business
on the 4th July, because that hon. member
attended the meeting which sent home the
Philp delegation to condemn Queensland and
deprive hor of assistance when she was sorely
neodmfr it.

Mr, WAaRREN:

We have heard all that.

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes; but it is true, and
it will bear repcating, The Premicr then
was driven to apply to Amerien for a loan,
and saccessfully negotiated, not one, but two
loans, and may probably ncgotiate further
loans, which, with the way Queensland stock
is selling. shows that the credit of Queens-

land is better than that of any other
State in Australia. New South Wales, with
the loyal Fuller Administration in office,

loan of £5,000,000 on the English

put a
+

t, but it was a failure, and they had
to withdraw it. After all, what doos loyalty
mean in these things? The only kind of
loyalty the flinanciers who have charge of
the market in London recognise is Iovaltv to
themselves. The Tinglish people are not to
blame, but the pohtxcmns are 1 league with
these financiers in such a way that they havo
to work their will. I think this Government
set an example to Australia for
[9.30 p.m.Jher own security, because the
finaneciers of London were so dis-

loyal to a country like Australia. which did
so much during the war. We supplied meat
at cost price, whilst the Argentine got full
price. We sacrificed Australia by supplymrr
our metals, our wool, our beef, and our
wheat at a price practically below the cost
of production. The profits which could have
been made had we received world’s parity
would have been greater than the war debt
in Australia to-day—£425,000,000.

Mryr. ErprINstOoNE: Do you say we supplicd
meat below the cost of production ?

Mr, BRENNAN: T say practically below
the cost of production.

Mr. TrpiiNsToNE: At what price did the
State butcher shops get it, then?

Mr. BRENNAN: In the Federal Parlia-
ment, My, Hug‘le would not allow a com-
mission to inquire into the metal industry.

Our loss, on world’s panty, was more than
the cost of the war. The hon. membeor for
Oxley prates about all these things. We

know very well where he stood during those

times,
Mr., ErpHIxsTONE: Wo

will stand next Wednesday. (Laughter.)
Mr. BRENNAN: A complaint has been

lodged to-night that the Government have
not played “the game regarding Anthony

know where you

Cumming. What do the people on the other
[ r. Swayne.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

side care about him? They only make the
referenea because they think it may work to
their political advantages.

Mr. Vowres: Ifreedom of speech;
all,

My, BRENNAN : Honesty is greater than
freedom. If T had had my way, at the time
he went down South on the Rvan case, 1
would have sacked him. That is the time
he should have been sacked. If any man
in Queensland ever gave reason for dismissal
from his position, not because of his utter-
ances, but because of his conduct, it was
C'umming, He was very rarely in his office.
The hon. member for Bulimba, when Trea-

srer, had him on the carpet and wanted to
Jdismiss him,

Hon. J. G. Aerun: Oh, no!

My, BRENN/ You know that., We
bhear a great deal about the condition of
affairs in Australia, and wonder what has
caused them. The condition: which are
operating in Australia have been hrought
about by the fact that Russia, after the war,
was blockaded, Those who were responsible
for the blockade starved millions of innocent
little children, We hear talk about a death-
bed repentance. I have seen friends of hon.
moembers opposite going about with boxes
collecting for the starving children of Russia,
after their friends in England had blockaded
Russia, and allowed our surplus meat to rot
on the wharves of London. The Premier,
after his visit, =aid the chilled mcat from
Australia was black,

Mr. Moraan: There was no chilled meat.
{Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN:
meat from Australia.

2r. BrpingTox : There was not.

2Mr. BRENNAN: I will grant that dL the
time to which I am rofenmg it was frozen
meat. We have a factory built on the Bris-
l:ane River to handle chilled meat.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No.

Mr, BRENNAN:
factory; it is built for chilling meat, and we
can trade with the Hast in chilled meat. The
Premier zaw that meat in a black condition
in London, due to the fact that it was allowed
to remain for months on the wharves of
London, and to remain in the cold storage
chambers with the storage batteries out,
when it could have been sent to the children
of Russia,

Mr. DEBBINGTON :
meat lay on the wharves for months?
sure he did not.

Mr., BRIENNAN: Hon. members opposite
know very well that their own statesmen in
“'ng land, by their blockade, wliowed those
Russians to starve; and, bocau~" Russia was
starving, there was no marke! for Australian
moducts We could not get meat into
Russia or Germany because of that; there-
fore, our industry is languishing, the graziers
are in the hands of the banks, and the banks
are carrying those graziers on to-day out of
the profits made from the sugar, wheat, and
butter industries. During the war they were
getting 455, per 100 lb, for their meat, and
to-day they cannot get more than 13s, or 14s.

Mr. Moreax: We cannot get that.

3y, BRENNAN: We hear a great deal
about the workers combining into one big
union. We know that the Employers’ Fede-
ration is one big union. The same can be
said of this scheme for the organisation of

that is

I say there was chilled

1 have been through the

Did the Premier say the
I am
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the primary producers. The industrialist is
onmtlod to one big union as well,
organisation can Tho workers got their rights,
Regarding the one big umon of farmers, here
» what the Melbourne *“ Age” suys in its
ue of 19th August, 1821—

“The farmers’ proposal for a compul-
sory pool, controlled by the wheatgrowers
thon‘solws is syndicalism. one of the
aims of which i= to bring dbon’r th(\, com-
vlete control of every industry by the
persons engaged in that industrs.”

['h(, Melbourne “ Argus, umlm the heading
Y Sovietism in Australia,” sald—

“The Farmers” Unicn mombers, in
their advocacy of a compuliory wheat
peol, champion the most omullondble
feature of militant untonism. . The
pesple  are  expected  to  guarantee a
scheme which they ave not permitted to

2

control., No  better  illustration  of
Sovietism  has cover been given to the

wiralian people.”
Jhournie © Age

The
said—

“Mr, Lawson, Premier,
Seyuour in !eiclonu
said: ‘ The G
the greedy,
any scction,
wua foolish,
the Farmers’
everything

on 24th Angust, also

speaking at
to the wheat pool,
Government did not disclose
sectional, and sclfish aims of
whether faymers or not. It
arrogant, and concceited for

Union to claim credit for
that had been done for the

producer. It was colossal impertinence.
The Nationalist party was the true

Country party. There were some mem-
bers of the Farmers’ Union who excelled
everyone ol~e at cocrcion, tyranny, and
boycott.’ !

At 9.35 p.m.,
The SPEAKER resumed the chair.
Mr. GREEX : Do you believe that?

Mr. BRENNAN: I say the farmers ave
moving in the noht ducctlou by going in for
communisim. ’lhe “Age . and the * Argus 7
call it communisin.  Then why should we take
notice of the rambling statements of the hon.
member for Oxley and others about comi
munism? It is only a political expedient to
try and draw a veil over the eves of the
public. We know what it means. Wo
for co-cpervative methods—in  other
socialisation—in  conncetion with i
in every branch, The *“ Argus” and *
call it communism, and so do we.

The hon. member for Rockhampton referred
made by Brigadicr General
Thomp=on.  The Nationalist party  were
forced to pass a resolution registoring the
nomination of Brigadier General Thompson
for cleetion to the Senate. That gentleman

wantod direct action because the 1cople
opposed the :’upituliati(‘ welfare. IIe made
a certain statement,  He did not finish the
expression. and the hon. member for Toowong
sald that the hon, moember for Rockha mptorl
was 11 fair boervss he vat the word “workers
in the blank, 1efoumg to those who,
i ier Gencral Thompson =aid, should be
down. Now, in regard to this matter,
gdier General Thomobson on the Tth
March in R t

)

dofm‘;no

i
dll\l(t\/ for mMeasures
against mobh violence for the protection
of emplovers and the puablic is mor:

than justificd and coafirmed by the pro-
nowneen of the Labour delegates ab
the TTughes Confersnce just concluded.

[11 Jenvy]
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“Ile regretted that some ‘of the papers
hiad  adopted  an  apologetic  artitude.
This was not helpful to the inter ot
Nationalism. as an inquiry as to the full
contoxt would surely mean justilication
in their articles rather than apology.
However, if it wss thousht that his
statements  endangercd Nationalism  in
any way, he was quite prepared to
tender his resignation.”

Brigadier Gen :ral Thempson was more honest
than the hou. member for Teowong. He said
that he meaut by the expression that if the
worlers or the industrialists got in the wa
of the emplovers, they should do as they did
i South Africa, where unfortunate men on
a Dbright sunny day were shot down becnuse
thew were st -mlm' out for better eonditions
fer the henefit of the workers.  (Opposition
laughter.) The newspaper veports stated that
th Dbrothiers. sistevs, and children of the
workers woere on a hill and saw returned
soldiers put into armourced cars and drive
down on defenceicss workers and shoot them
Like dogs.

1Ion. J. G. APPEL:
them down at Townsville.

My, Kirwax: What did you do in
You batoned then

Mr. BRENNAN : Th~ recent South African
industrial trouble is the best example of direct
acticn by the Employers’ Federation. We
hear a ]or in the newspapers about the
exposure of direet action, and we know what
dir-et action was like in South Africa. What
was done in Brisbane in 1912 during the
tramway strike?  ITon. members opposite
would have liked Fisher’s gunboats to fire
down  Queen  street  and shoot down the
workers.  This is  the exposur~ of the
Ewmployers” Federstion-—the onc hig union
of the emplerers which objects to the one big
union of the industrialists, T advis» the m(%uw
trialists to get the one bLig union together
as soon as possible to proteet their own
interest,

Mr. Kine: And make vou lTeader.

Mr., BRENNAX: I will be lcader if 7 any
given the opportunity

Mr. Kintg: No chance!

Mr. BRENNAN: Weo will sec.

Mr. Breeingron: What about Wyreenu

Mr. BRENNAN: We
little about Wyreema,

Nir. DesmiNoTov: You were
F T U< ooffice in Sydney.
PRENNAN: The hon.
ayton =g that I was ordered out «f the
Nestles company’s office in Sydney. That is
n‘r"r lly true. 1 am_going through the

v of that case now.® An article in the
Ddllhl" Dowvns

You wanted to shoot

19127

have heard very

ordered  out

member for

Gazette” of 22nd Decemnber,
1621, rends-—
STSTEMENT BY MR, BRENNAN.
“ M. F. T. Brennan, M.L. who
retarned from the South yesterday after-

noon stated that when in Sydnes he met
a farmer from *ho Glmulo'l distriet of
New Sounth Wales, who complained bit-
torly at the fact Lhdt Nestles wern closing
down their cond-nsed milk fsctories at
Bomaderry and Glendon, whore the milk
supplies were very heavy., Tt w & pointed
out that the notice to closa down was
extremely short and the alternative sug-
gested by the directors of Nestles was
that the farmers should try to get a mar-
ket for their milk in Sydney.”

Mr. Brennan.]
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Mr. BEBBINGTON interjected.

Mr. BRENNAN: Why did not the hon.
member tell the farmers?

Mr. BeBprNGTON : What was the good of
telling the fayrmers when the place was closed
down?

The SPEAKER: Ovder! I ask the hon.
member for Dravton to restrain himself

Mr. BRENNAN: T am touching the hon.
member on the quick. The hon. member
for Drayton says that he knew about Boma-
derry and Glendon closing down. On the
6th  Decrmber, the “Brisbane Courier”
contained a statement received from a re-
porter at Toowoomba stating that they were
not closing down.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
Wyreema.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member told
the farmers nothing. On the 3rd January
last the Wyrcema milk factory employees
received notice of dismissal, and on the 5th
January the Nestles directovs cume to Too-
woomba and stated the factory was closing
down because ol the accumulation of milk
in Londen and the depressed state of the
markets. Before that, the Standard coni-
pany, a local company opcrating in the dis-
trict, had sold ou$ for over £100,0600 to the
Nestles compauny.

Mr. BespixeroX: How do you know that?

Mr. BRENNAN: We all know that. The
milk  cendine paid  £10.000 to keep the
{(Yowrie Junction factory closed for five years.
The hon., member for Dravton krows that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You are not game to
make that statement outside.

Mr. BRENNAN: I have alrcady made
it. The Gowric Junction factorv took first
prize at the TFranco-British FExhibition in
1907 for condensed milk, and was closed
down the year after. and paid at the rate of
£1,000 a year for a period of either five or
ten vears, I am mnot certain of the time,
but T know that the amourt was £10,000
The machinery is lving there still. and has
never been operated since.

\Er Moore: You say Nestles bought that?

. BRENNAN: The Nestle combine took
me: the liability of the Gowrie Junction
factory. It was intended that the Wyreema
tactory should be shifted to Nerang, after
all the farmers of the district had spent
their money to bring it up to date under
most rigorous conditions—far greater than
the Department of Aaericulture would put on
any farmer by regulations. and they built
up a beautiful factorv, and then all the
sappliers were spared by the Wyreema
factory.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS:

Mr. BRENNAN: Most of them. When
the factory hod closed down, this (fovern-
ment came along and gave an order for
£10.000. This was done by the Premier.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerT3 : It was done by the
Honorary Minister.

Mr. BRENNAN:
asked for £10.000 for
to be supplied.

1-told the farmers in

Not all of them.

The Treasurer was
the purchase of milk

The PreMiEr: Hear, heav!
Mr. BRENNAN: After this order the

factory wns kept going for a fortnight.
is where T come in.  {Opposition laughter.)
The hen. member for Pittsworth said to the

[ r. Brennan.

Here
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farmers of Wyrcema, * You cannot do any-
thirg. Send all yvour milk down to Brisbane
or Tcowoomba and get the milk boys to cart
it round.” Although all the milk suppliers
in Brizbane and Tooswoomba were fully
supplied on account of the good scasons anid
had their regular customers, he wanted to
double-bank them and put on the milk boys.
The hon. member for Drayvton ecried and
said, ** T am sorry for you. I never thought
it would happen.” (Laughter.) The Federal
member for Darling Downs said. “ T am very
syry for you, but we can do nothing.” The
Toowoommba Chamber of Commerce moved
a vote of sympathy. It was just like a
wake, but I came along and I wcke thom

all up. (Loud laughter.) If hon. members
doubt iy word, I will refer them to Mi.
Nott, the hon. member for Stauley.  He

knows all about it, and, if he makes a speech
on the subject, he will put you all to shame.
My, Nott congratulated me on the stand I
tcok. Before that I wanted to address the
suppliers of the Wyrcema factory. and they
wrote back and said, ““ You will have to pay

10s. for the hall.”” I paid 10s. for the hall
and I addressed them, and the workers
refunded the amount to me. Then T went to
Sydney, and called at Nestle’s office. tois
an office built of mahogany, ozk, maple.
and other fine classes of timber. It
is a beautiful office, and every employes

there is in uniform and smoodges to you as
vou walk in. (Laughter.) I walked in and
met a big man about 6 feet 3 inches in
hsight, and the others were all running
sbout like mice. When I went in one said.
“ Here is this Brennan from Queens'and.”
(Renewod laughter.) Hon. members opposite
do not like it. 1 said, *° Are these reports
appearing in the Toowoomba papers, that you
are closing down, corvect?’ They said.
©“ No,? o \Vel],” T said. © Your representa-
tive said so. DBring him here.”” They brought
him in. and the big fellow then said, *“ Look
here. (’0 rou think with our capltal of
£10.000.000 we are going to allow your
Q'womhr.d Governmenf cr you, or anyone
el=a to interfere with us? We will do as we
like. We will elon(\ if we like, and we ave
going to close.” T said, “If you do close,
you il get it in the neck, where the chicken
got the axe. You will get the same treat-
ment that the New Zealand Government
micted out to you when thev ordorcd you out
of New Zealand.”” The Nestles compuny are
not al‘mmd to trade in New Zoex ]\ni He
acked, © How will you da it?" T said, ¢ If
vou don’t open, the Premier and the Govern-
ment are going to swing on to you ‘r‘m Sugar
Arquisition Act and open for you”” (Laugh-
ter and interruption.)

The SPRAKER: Order! T would ¢
hon. ]T‘(‘I‘ﬂbel to address tho Chair.

Ar. DRENNAN: These people cpoosite
wers w0 weak-kneed that they could nct stand
up against a great trust and combine and
wera going to allow a big factory like
VWyreema to be wined out by these
miﬂirm vires. 1 say no Government should be

iowed to exist in Qu-cnsiand unless Nestle's
were foreed to ]mop going. Thev then said.

What can von do?" T said, “A Govern-
ment with a majority of one can do a great

s

deal.

< the

An Orpoarriox Mewsrr: You dido’t get a

jud_go:hm. {Oppesition laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN: T do not want a

ship, 1 said, ¢ If the Laboar Goevernment in

m

mdgn
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Wuecnsiand stood for the trust and combines
and the Nestle’s factory in Quecnsland, they
«could have my resignation as a protest, and
make the closing down of your factory at
Wyreeina an issue.”  Nestle’s zont a wire to
open up the factory, and it has been going
ever since. There is no thanks at all due to
hon. members opposite, because thers was not
one of them had an 1dea, not one of them

was game to swing the axe oo them. There
wer e sinty cmp‘ovees in Toowoomba working
at that factory. They had a kpr‘(’ml train
to go and return from work at Wryreema

and I was behind those sixty men. The wire
from William Morris Hughes is worth repeat-
ing. and I pxopo:e to_get it into °° Hansard.””’

[ xenr Mr. Hughes this wire—

- Majority suppliers Wyreeina adopted
my telegram 13th to you as basis nego-
tiations to continue operations I will
approach suppliers ascertain cost price.
Will you kindly approach Nestles obtain
theiz (Lceeptance proposal.  Reply mean-
while to secretary supplicrs, Wyrcemu
Leaving for Sydney to-morrow.”

And  ligle Billy” decont  ahout  it.
{Laughter.

Mr. BERBINGTON :
wire befere you did.
Mr. BRENNAN: The telegram that Mr.
Groom sent to the hon. me: nber for Drayton
did not state the position. The Prime Minis-

tor sent this reply—
* Your wire 13th re Wyreema factory
[f company will make farmal offer in
writing will be pleased to submit through
High Commissioner to R(-d Cross {om-
mission as desired by you.
And there vou find thesc ]7(\()])](‘
posed farmers’ friends, (’ommo heve }
ing this party is not gonumn i its desire to
assist the farmer. If 1t had not been for this
(Government granting the assistance  of
£10.000, where would the Wyrcema factory
he to-day ¥

Ay, BEBBINGTON :
night. The Federal Government
factory open.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Tion. W. Foreax SyitH : Absolute rot!

My, BeBBINGTON : So it was.

The SPEARKER: Order! T musi ask the
ho. vn»;nbcr to obey my call to order. The
hon, member for Drayton has already made
his speech. and I trust he will allow the hon,
moember for Toowoomba o proceed without
inferruption.

VMr., BRENNAN: This question nf the
Wryreema factory is one of the things for
which the Government have been praised
throughout the district r;f Toowcomba and
clsowhere.  They first of all offered £10.000
1 the suppliers of milk, and the (L(‘t‘()r) of the
Gevernment in supporting the farmers and
vork in regard to that factory will not be
foreotten for many years. If you meet the

was

My, Groom had sent a

the sup-
and sav-

a fort-
the

That was only for
feopt

farmers up theve they will say to you. * The
miember for Babbling Brook, what good is
her He is no good at all”’

The SPEAKER: Ovder! Ordev! The

hen, member is not in ordey
o member of the
Mr. VowLes:
himself.
AMr. BRENNAN: We cannot
Teader of the Oppesttion of being
breck in so far as Wyreema is

in yveferrivg to
House in those torms.
I thought he wus refevring

accuse the
a Labbling
concerned,

|1t JuvLny.]
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and never

because he was out of town
appeared while the trouble was on. He 1s
the leader of the farmers’ party, and.

although a trust and combine was strangling
the farmers, he never appeared at all

Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: Littleton Greom
attended to them.

Mr. BRENNAN: Littleton Groom did
rothing of the sort. Hon. members opposite
talk about what they are doing for the
farmers and about the honesty of this Go-
vernment. Wyreema is a standing example
of our determination to do the fair thing
by the farmers.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS :
have you got?

Mr, BREN We do not want to talk
about examples. We talk about what this
party have been doing, and I say I am very
proud to be a member of the Labour party
to-day.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
must be very proud of you.

Mr. BRENNAN: They are very proud to
have me. (Laughter.) I cannot read all the
reports that appearced in the Press. All I
can sav 1s that the whole of the correspon-
dence dealing with that matter, the utterances

by the members of the Chamber

{10 p.m.] of Commerce, by the hon. member

for Pittsworth, the hon. member
for Drayton, and the Federal member for the
Darling Downs. only go to show the inepti-
tude of these gentlemen in handling the
crisis.  As scon as the crisis came, they
immediately formed themseives into a com-
mittee, and all expressed sympathy and
sr)rrow; but they did nothing further. Then
thev talk about constructive ideas.

Mr., J. H. C. Roserrs : Did not the manager
threaten to put you out of the rcom down
there ?

Mr. BRENNAN: It would not have wor-
ried me if T had been put out. The Farmers’
party for the last fifty years have been say-
ing what they would do for the poor, unfor-
tunatc farmer, but because the Premier has
evelved a scheme to do something they are
row saying, ‘“ Are you sincere?’ That is
what we get after what we have done during
the last seven years, and after what we have
done in connection with Wyrcema.

Mr. Moore: What have you done in those
seven years?

Mr. BRENNAN: 1 say that anything I
have asked for I have got. This Govern-
ment have evolved a construetive scheme,
and because they have done that the Oppo-
sition, who have no constructive ideas, are
trying tc raise all the side-issues they can to
put the Government off the track in doing
something for the butter producers of Queens-
land.

The Burnett settlement scheme is a great
ideca. The Dawson Valley irrigation scheme
is the greatest in Australia; it is greater
than the Burrinjuck or the Murrumbidgee
scheme.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX :
ing money.

Mr. BRENNAN: Money will have to be
spent to develop it. We can also spend a
good deal more money in finding employ-
ment for the unemployed. There is 1o
harm in spending money on reproductive
schemes. The Government are acting in the
right way in spending money which  will
give a big incrcase in land settlement.

My, Breanan.)

What other example

The Labour party

t iv a scheme for spend-
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Let me refer to the State staticns. What
would have been the condition of the people
during the last seven years if we had not
gone i for State stations? Compare the
prices which would have had to be paid for
meat during that time but for that policy.
The loss on the Siute stations is not com-
mensurate with what the people in Queens-
land weuld have had to pay for meat, and
what the people in Sydney had to pay for
meat during the war. We «do not WOrry
about the Stato stations, but we worry about
the Opposition forming an organisation
against us, The hon. membor for Teoowong,
according to the “ Daily Standard ” of 15th
Februarvy, said—

“ Mr. Edkins told us that he wanted
an army for defence and net «defiance.’”

My, Maxwers: e did not say anything of
the kind.

Mr. BRENNAN: This is the report,

Mr. Maxwenn: I do what the
report i,
BRENNAN: The report continues—
I am not too sure that the time has
ot arrived when we have got to attaclk.”

not care

The hon. member for Toowong also said—
My experience amongst a scetion of the
employers s that they are afraid to speak
out.  We ure told by the ‘Daily Stan-
dard’ that unless some of our employers
advertise in the ¢ Daily Standard’ they
will be boyeotted, and thero are some
who are afraid of that. In the face of
what is ‘going on—in the face of the lies
vight through that paper—and they are
sowing seeds of disease, because it is
worse  than a cancer—sowing disease
amolg a number of the working men,
18 1t not time to stop this kind of
thing 77
We find that conduct reflected in the South
African strike. We find them shooting the
workers down there. When that time comes
1 15 up to the workers to sec whero they
stand.
Mr. Moreax: Would you starve them ?
Mr. BRENNAN: T say that the workers
of to-day arc not i the position they should
be in by any means. Wo are not telling
the Opposition what wo would do for the
workers.  If they eot control of the workers
it would be like throwing a lawb to a pack
of wolves. T ask the workers to beware of
the specches of hon. members opposite,
because bad as wo may be—(Opposition
laughter and irterruption)—we have nob
reached the millennium for the workers by
any means, bacause the policy of hon. mom-
bers opposite will not permit that. They can
block us from getting capital, like they
blocked our lean in London; but, as a soul
said of Purgatory, “ Ome might go further
and fare worse.”’
Mr. FRY (Rurilpa): 1 am sure that hon.
memlers were very much interested in the
entertainment provided by the hon. member
for Tosveombs; but his speech conveyed
very little to wus. 1 wish to comment on
some of the statoments mada by members
of the Government. 8o many of the state-
ments have been of such a contradictory
nature that it is difficult to pick out which
statenents to go for, as, on comparing them,
e find them to bo zo contradictors. For
instance, the hon. member for Rockhampton
tried to convince the House that his party

[ . Brennan.
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were not cowmunists, and not associated
with communism, but later on the hon
member for Toowoombsa told us that he is a

communist, and he veferred to his party as a’
comumnistiz party.  Ilis remarks showed
that there is a confusion in the minds of

hon. memboers opposite as to what they actu-
ally are. I intend to deal with the Labour
patty in regard fo its pledge and platform,
with the object of linking the matier up
with the Address in Reply. When speaking
previously to another motion before the
House, 1 pointed out that the Nationalist
party and the Country partv had outlined a
scheme for the devclopment of the country
on agricultural lines similar to thol scheme
proposed by the Government, and the hon.
member for Mirani has quoted a platform
which was put before the countiy some flinc
ago which covers thp whole E:chome uf‘ Lh{*
Government. This is the point I want tc
make.  The Seeretary for Agriculture fi\HH
us that he borrowed it from Anu.‘x(’.zl‘: but
why go to America for a scheme which jh‘ :
been put before the Government for ’(Lh!} last
seven years? In accordantc \ﬂtb Lh(“‘ in-
consistency of the Government, cither they
have been inattentive to the requirements
of the country and the agriculturists, or clse
they are telling us something that 7s r)?t
altogether  true, This  inoculation ‘.“111)
extreme doctrines and dollar loans has got
mixed up; and acccunts for the confusion
that exists at present, It is just as well
that we should go into this matter and sce
the pledges which all hon. members opposx}te
have signed. It is public property that the
Premier and his Ministers and every mem-
ber sitting on the Government side have
had to pledge themselves to the new 1(10(_‘,-
trine of communism. The position which is
cecupying the attention of the public to-day
is this—that, whilst hon. members oppositc
were elected to this Chamber on their old
platform, they have since adopted com:
munism, and do not intend to go to t}ge
people for an expression 1of oplmonlwnli
regard to the new poliey. Ther were e 0@5]}(
on the old Australian objective, and, with-
out consulting the people who elected th?-mf
they pledged themselves to another _policy
altogether. 'That is another inconsistency
oy the part of the Government. It makes
the position of the Opposition sfmngm‘ in
questioning the sincerity of the ‘(70\'0}nm€»nt
so far ag their agricultural policy 1s con-
cerned. T hold in my hand a copy of the
Labour party’s platform, which all mmnbmxs
opposite have signed. and it sets out the
method by which thev are eoing to accom-
plish this" new objective. If hon. members
will follow here the course set out to cecorn-
plish this obiective. they will see that ir is
verv intercsting, and it raises the que

as to whether the Covernment can 3
with this objective and at the samo time
be the friends of the farmer. 'The hon.
member  for Teowoomba referred to  the
Ope Big Union to-night. I hz.zvo in my
possession a copy of the authori . lth":
Oune Big Union written bv .‘JIM':\.".(,‘E‘,( o,
who is AMr. Tornest F. Lanc. and cdifed b;
the Honourabte J. HFanlon, formerlv a tacm-
ber of the Upper House of Quecusland. Ts
scts out thaf co-operation, 1)1’(>ﬁ't~shwmg,
and the payment of wages is f\nh‘ye]y con-
trary to the platferm of the One Big Unien.
Tt states that the co-operative scheme is
entitely contrary to their pledges, to their
platform, and to their objoctives, How can
members opposite expect this House to say
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that they are sincere in trying to bring
about a co-operative arrangement with the
primary producer in face of that shate-
nient?  That bl‘ng.r; me down to a more
memorabie specch delivered by the Premier
last year. The “Daily Mail” of 2Ist
August, 1921, points out that the Premier,
in commenting upon the trouble at Innis-
fail, said—

“If the Labour movement iz to sur-
vive, the unicns, the Australian Labour
party, and the Goverament must co-
operate to rid the community of this
ruinous ocrganisation {the Intcrnational
Workers of the World). As leader of the
Labour party, I call upon all affiliated
unions to uphald the policy of industrial
arbitration and political action.”

The Premier calls upon them to uphold
these things, <1nd the response to that Appull
will be scen later on. Eudontl;', it was not
catisfactor

Mr., Pu

Mr. FRY : T am pleased to have the ad
sion from the hon. member that it was sa
factory. Then tl\e Premier goes on to say—

* CRIMINAL JSLEMENTS.

“The I.W, W, have attracted to their
organisation the reckless and extreme,
and, in some cascs, the criminal, clements
of society. 1t these who are carr rying
on the fatal propaganda of sabotage and
violence in North Queensland to-day.
The moembers of the LW.W. are the
avowed opponents of the Labour party.
They denounce political action, are hos-
tile to industrial arbitration, and every
other legislative reform. The policy and
methods of the L.W.W. differ from those
of the Labour movement as chalk does
from cheese.

“ WHITE AxT Porioy.

“Yet these men have wormed their
way Into some of the Iabour unions
affifiated with the Labour party, and
carry out their poisonous propaganda
from within,  In carrying on this
*white ant’ poliey, it 1s the avowed
intention of the ILW.W. to discredit and
destroy the industrial unions and the
Labour movement. One of the LW.W.
Jeaders from the South visited North
Queensiand a few months ago on an
organising toar.  On his return to the
fouth he beasted that he had started in
the North a conflagration which would
cause the Labour movement much trouble
to extingui The recent happenings at

It was satisfactory.

Tnnisfail are a d1r ct result of the
threatened outbreak.”
That 1s the straightforward, candid, and
matured statcwent of the Premiecr, because

he realised that those clements in the com-
munity were tending, as he said, to white-
ant the foundations of the movement. You
all know what the white ant does. The white
ant eats the centre of the wood right out,
upward and downward, and weakons the
foundation. The Premier realised that these
prople would weaken the foundations of the
party, and he raised his volce against it.
What do we find? We find that the official
organ—the “ Daily Standard ’—over the
pen-name of “ Jack Cade,” sets out that the
0.B.U., the I.W.W., and Bolshevism are the
same thing, carried out under different
names. I am quoting from their own party
organ, =0 that they cannot question my
statement in any way. The poisonous propa-

[11 Junyl]
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ganda which the Premier protested against
vas seen at the All-Australia Congress, held
in Brisbane last October, when they voted
for the new cbjective by twenty-two votes to
ten. That shows that the extremist white
atuts I have already referred to had the upper
hand by twenly-two votes to ten. These men
sowed the seed. They inoculated the move-
ment and did their deadly work, and scized
control of tne party, and they sent their
delegates, who by twenty-two votes to tem.
voted out the Australiah objective on whichk
the party grew, and tock to itself the con

munistic or Russian polic They dontf‘d
this px‘o~1n}bie
“ ¢ Capitalism,” says this preamble.
1

(ould only be ‘abolished by the sorkers

un in one class-conscious economic
organisation to take and hold the means
of production by revolutionary, indus-
trial, and political action. Revolutionary
action moant action to secure complete
change—rviz., the abolition of capitalistic
owzmrshm of the means of production—
whether privately or through the State—
and the establishment in its place of
social ownership by the whole
community.”’
That has been admitted in this House, and
that i+ what iz desired. Then swe go on io
find out that this same objective was cndorsed
z.(«n‘h by the Australian Trade Union Con-
gress which was held in Melbourne.

The Prruier: What you read out was not
admitted.

Mr. FRY : What I read out was true, and
I will give a little more extra emphakls to
what I said before when dealing with the
wethods which are proposed by the party to
carry out these things. There is a key to
every door, and, if oue follows through the
platform, he will find that the key is con-
tsined in one word. When you know that
key, the whole thing becomes an open book.
The Premicr, when he was addressing this
conference, was so scricusly concerned about
the adoption of this new objective, and so
convinced about the effects of the extremist
or white ant policy that he said—

I take a serious view of the position
because I can sce the possible outcome
of the conference. If the conference
adoptad the principles mentioned in sec-
tion (11, that action would mean the end
of the Labour movement. They had
changed the objective; they might as
well have changed the name of the party
aud called it the communist party.”

Thet is a straightforward
pears out the hon. membor for Toowocomba
when he says thai he is a communist, and
contradicts the hon. member for Rocknamp—
tonn when he says he is not. The Premier
went on to say—

It what is contained in this clause is
carried for the ostensible purpose of
pampering certain cxtreme industirialists
vou will not benefit the Labour movement,
but will terminate it.”

That, again,

statement that

is a very definite statement by
a Premier of a State which is one of the
most importent in the Commonwealth, and a
mian who would not. I believe, makt a
statement of that sort unless he thoroughly
believed what he was saying. The men who
have white-anted the mo:ement and who now
control it said at the conference tha! they
would make the parliamentarians bring
socialisation into operation without delay.

My, Fry.l
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These men have so taken control that, not
only does the Premier sign a pledge of
chedient service, but every man sitting with
him does the same thing—a pledge to carry
out the will of the men who, he says, have
white-anted the movement because they are
in the majority. It is too late to deny that
they ave sitting in the saddle and driving the
party to hell. Goodness knows, the working
man to-day is suffering torments and anxiety
enough because he cannot get the ordinary

comforts of life and pay his way. The
position of the unemployed is infinitely
worse. As a building based upon white-

anted foundations must ultimately crash to
the ground, so the Government, which at
bottom has for support all the unstable ele-
ments 1s the community, must in the end
come to grief, bringing disaster to all. The
present Government are so placed. They are
controlled and dominated lavgely by the rabid
extremists, ignorant and careless of cconomic
laws and confused by foreign theories. The
party is pledged to abolish private ownership,
and yet they would have us believe that they
are secking to build it up. They are pledged
to do away with co-operation, and yet they
would have us believe that they are out to
establish it. They are pledged to abolish
profit-sharing, and yet they would have us
think that they are here to set it up on
equitable lines. They are pledged to the
abolition of the wages system and the sub-
stitution of State ownership of everything.
The farmers and tradesmen will be requested
to produce for use and not for profit—all
profits are to go to the State Treasury. Tho
process by which this socialisation of the
means of production, distribution, and
exchange is to be accomplished means the
entire upheaval of the Australian Common-
wealth, the severance of Australia from the
British Fmpire, and the substitution of a
Rufx,ganiscd republic.  Take plank No. 2,
which reads—

“Aua) nomplqtq Australian self-govern-
ment as a British community.

“(b) No Imperial federation.

“(¢) Unlimited legislative powers for
the Commonwealth Parliament and such
delegated powers to the States or Pro-
vinces as the Commonwealth Parliament
may determine from time to time.”

That is camouflaged by the use of the word
“ British.”  If it is struck out of the sub-
paragraph (¢) it reads—

¢ Complete Australian self-government
as a community.”’

And that is the true. intention. And there
«xnnot be a British community if there is no
imperial federation. That is the key to the
sosition, and you get the Australian com-
nunity without any British federation. Why
ihat should be is beyond the comprehension
=f all those who realise that in Australia we
irave the greatest freedom in controlling our
awn affairs of any place in the world. Why
the Russian ideas should be introduced here
and the Australian ideas abolished is indeed
YLard to understand. The British system of
government by elected parliamentary repre-
sentation, as we know it to-day. is to be
abolished, and replaced by the Russian Soviet
system. That is admitted, so that I am noct
stating anything which is in controversy with
fact. The delegates at the conference stated
that the supreme councils. which would
replace Parliament, would take hold and
control all factories, shops, ships. farms,
mines, ete., for the benefit of the proletariat,

[(Mr. Fry.
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and that the farmers would be required to
produce for usc and not for profit. I want
hon. members to bear in mind that this plat-
form is suspiciously silent as to how these
things arc going to be acquired—whether they
are going to be acquired by fair means or
force-—but, if we go further into the platform.
we find that there is a clause which gives us «
hint— .

“ Citizens, on completion of training.
to retain arms delivered to them during
training.”

That suggests that force is to be used against
the maoderates and the farmars who offer
resistance to the will of the supreme econo-
mic council, as was <done in Russia. Why
do they want to hand over to every man his
cquipment when he is finished his universal
training? A rifle is not much use as a
toothpick, nor will it adorn the wall of a
cottage. Tt certainly cannot be wanted ob
the ground that it is a memento. What ix
the reason? One Labour writer said—

“The soclalisation of industry can
never be a pesceful affair, A very neces-
sary part of the socialisation of industry
is the mobilisation of the Red Army,”

DprostTioN MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

At balf-past 10 o'clock the SPEAKER
said: TUnder the provisions of Standing
Order No. 17, the debate stands adjourned.
ORGANISA-

PRIMARY PRODUCERS

TION BILL.
Ixrmiariony ¥ COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chuair

Mr. MORGAN (Mwrillay: It is mot my
intention to debatc this motion at further
length. The second reading of the proposed
measare will give us an opportunity of deal-
ing with it more fully. as we will then know
cxactly what is contained in the Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. )

The CualRMAN reported the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First BEADING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillics, Kacham) presented the
Bill, and moved— .

“That the Bill
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Wednesday, 12th
July.

be now rcad a first

LAND TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
InrriatioN 1N COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Eirwen, Drisbane, in the chair.)
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore.
Chillagoc) : I beg to move—

“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Land Tax Act
in certain particulars.”

There can be no ground for opposition to
this Bill, for its chief provision has for its
cbject the lightening of the land tax on the
primary producers. It also re-enacts the
super tax and deals with certain small
amendments in the general provisions of the
Land Tax Act.

Mr. Branp: You already have said that it
does not affect the farmers.
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The PREMIER: It does. It practically

Tifts the tax off the farmers who are working
their own farms,

Mr. J. H. C. Rorerrs: In what way?
The PREMIER: It increases the exemp-
Tien,

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The motions 1
agreed with the Premier to deal formally
with to- night did not include this one.

The PrEMiER: It is on the business-paper.
Mr, VOWLIES: I want to widen the scope

of thm by deleting the words “in certain
particulars,” and I suggest that this be
deferred.

The Premier: All vou are doing is giving
vourself shorter time to consider the Bill,
hecause you will have it in your hands at a
fater date.

AMr, VOWLES: I want to widen the scope
of the Bill,

The PrEmIER: You cunnot
morrow any more than to-night.

Mr. VOWLES: We can try to widen it.

The House resumed.

widen it to-

The CrsirMAN reported progress,

The Committee obtained leave
OOV Irow,

to sit again

TRADE UNIONS (PROPERTY) BILL.
Ixzrration 18 COMMITTEE,
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chaiv.)
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders), in moving—
“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend in a certain parti-

cular the Real Property Act of 1877 and
the Trade Union Act of 1915,

said: The measure which will be founded

on this resclution is a small Bill of two
clauses, The Bill is intended to place trade
unions in the same rcasonable position as

building societies and friendly societies. At
piesent, when a trade union holds land under
the Real Property Act, it has to register the
yesignations and transfers and all further
appointments of trustees. This, of course,
involves the payment of registration and
transfer fees, and also involves the trade
unions in considerable delay., If that is not
«done, the trade unions cannot sell, lease, or
otherwiss deal with their land.  Section 22 of
the Real Property Act of 1877 provides that
building societies and friendly socleties can
hold land under their official style, without
being in the name of trustees for the time
being,  Unfortunately, when we passed the
Trade Unions Act of 1915, we provided that
trade unions should vest their land in trustees
for the time being.

Mz, MORGAN: Was that not because you
did not believe in freehold?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. This
measure is merely {o place trade unions in
exactly the same position as building socicties
and {riendly socicties.

An QOrrostTioN MEMERR: Why?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : There is no
vesizen why trade unions should not hold land
in the same way as friendly societies and
building societics, instead of the land being
vested in trustees for the time being. No
reasonable-minded man ecan take any excop-
tien {g the Bill

11 Jowy.]
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Mr. Fry: Ts it not to enable the Australian
Workers' Union to take over the One Big
Union? (Government lawghter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is the
kind of stupid interjection that we should
expect from the hon. member.

Mr., VOWLES (Dalhy): So_ far
sce, there is no objection to the Bill.  Pro-
vided that there Is nothing sinister in the
Bill. I sce no reason why this should not be
dome. 1t struck me that, when dealing with
the Real Property Act, “trade unions mlgh“
be asked to surrender the frechold of the
land. and convert it into perpetual leasehold.

The Preyrer: 1t also applies to leasehold.

as I can

Mr. VOWLES: I am offering no opposition
to the Bill.

Question put and passed.

The IHHouse resumed.

The {'natRMAxN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First Respixe.
The ATTORNEY-GIENERAT,
the Bill, and moved—
“Tuat the Bill be now
fime,”’
Question put and passed.
The sceond reading
of the Day for

presented

read a first

an Order

was made
to-morrow.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT

INTrIATION IN (OMMITTEE.

BILL.

(M r., Kirwan, Drisbunc, in the chair.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders), in moving— ’
“That it is desirable to introduce a
3ill to abolish capital punishment and
to amend the Criminal Code and other
enactments aceordingly,”

said: The Bill provides that the sentence
of death shall no longer be pronounced or
recorded. and the punishment of death shall
no lm!gur be inflicted. Capital puunishment
will be abolished, and the sentence will be
imprisonment for life without any mitigation
by any court. On the sccond reading 1 will
give veasons for the introduction of the Bill.
Tt is unneceessary to sayv anything further at
this stage.

AMr. VOWLES (Dalhy): This matter was
brought up on a previous occasion, and was
passed by this Committee and recjected by
the TUpper House. This is the first Bill
rejected by the Upper House to be reintro-
duced in the unicanmieral Parliament. This is
not & principle that should bz adopted. I
do not propose to take up any more time

now. The views of hon. members on this
side of the House are well known on this
subjeer. It is not a party matter, When we

ave dealing with this amendment of our
Criminal Code, 1 hope that every oppor-
tunity will be given to hon. members to dis-
cuss the matter, more particularly because
in recent vears we have had drastic move-
ments, such asz a movement to bring about
revelution, and crime iz on the inerease.

Mr., Cortixs: Ther eassassinate people in
Germany.
Mr. Moreax: So they do in Russia.

Mr. Vowles.]
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Mr. VOWLES: It is proposed that
prisoners should be incarcerated for life,
which in some cases is worse than a aquick
death.  We should nct make conditions for
criminals better in Queensiand than in other
States, for, if we do, we ave only ensourag-
ing them to come here. I do not propose to
say anything further now.

@uestion put and passed.

The House resumed.

The Cumamryvax  veported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

The resolution w

as ecgreed to.

Firer Ruapive,

The ATTORNEY-GENERATL J.
Mullan, Flinders) and

presented  the
moved— :

“That the Bill be new read a first
time.”’

Question pub and pas:

The second reading of the Bill was made
aa Order of the Dax for te-morrow.

The House adjourncd at 10.50 p.m.

duestions.





