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92 Revision of Standing 01·ders. [ASSEl'IIBLY.j 

FRIDAY, '/ JULY, 1922. 

Tlv· SP£AT,ER {He". \Y. B<>:·tram, Jlforre') 
tDuk tlw ehair at 6.30 p.n1. 

HE\'lSION OJ!' STANDING ORDERS . 
.. Ass:.;~a. 

Thn ~-:f'E,\KER i'<T><'•'l'r.J thut, pursuant to 
1 jn:"'trnct.lons P'iH'Il till' J--fotL:lP on the 

insl-u"t, he l-J.is Excellcncv 
CoYPrnol' nwtlL~ bv th0 

!lou~e ic tbo and Rule,. of 
and Urdcrs and 

H'·: E s<·rl· ir; hi" 
pn r'nr 

Q1JESTJOKB . 
. :· ,. l'.·:ro··c;, .Eon '.·n 

-·:ET'- . liL,, 

T\J<~HR {. ,'tO[l!Jf 1\r) -1\::d the i\.ttorncy. 
r;, .. •r.d-

··1. j_!•.\\. r1; 1."' for nl'l 
u· tk d:u-11!.!.· "L\'>tln) ntonthH 

.__! 3~ h 1J u "-'- :UJ22 : -
2. llo\~~ . lil 1f ~!P"'-lc .... t}c·Js hJ cDnduct. 

1·: ~· 'C' Ll:t,it' tltu t;Ull1, 

i_)d :·· 
·' 3. liow rnan...... hor2.=' ce rncetingf! 

ha' u lH•· :l held ui_ ~ l,,., ,_ 1."i k ;'0\Yn as thn 
li: :·{ropnl1ta_r; alT'<L that 
t tit' •, au(1 t110 lu•ld l u yfmr 
~~'l13 foe nlc f:Lll.tH' (,J'('a ';' PO\\ rnanv 
~ 1cop1e l;.:tid fo_c udllli.')~_i(nl during thos'l"l
;,-;·:.t-rs? 

:z 4. \Y iH he s~-~th~' on Y\ hat grounds thH 
pennit is baf.>:--d counectcd wit.h the opera
'"lon of \'\'hat ~'- kno\rn as tlJe 'Libert::, 
Fair:? 

'' 5. i)j<) the ;tpp!i:.ation fc:' >UCh pOJ•. 
Htit ontline the allocation of the pro
{·.~r-·ls; if SO, \V.bai. i•J thP allocation r 
}L thls allotation bC'r·n adhf'rcd to~ 

"6. Ha" ho th.· pown to prohibit street 
0!' O!JCn lane• betting; if '"), does he prO· 
poso to use suo: h power'? 

" 7. \Vhat control has tlw Government 
01. C'l' proprio-i rny and unn'gi:::.tered horse
raPe n100tin r::~? 

'' 8. ],, it the intention of the Govern· 
n1ent~1Jn snc-h inte11tion boiug indicated 
b-v· 1-hn GoYe;·nor·'~ Spp~·rh-to introduce
addiHolnl ]t .j::~ation ~ b__~ pr.~cure adequate 
~·.m1trol? 

.. 3. \V ill hP inycsti'?'atc nlC question of 
ta a1iutl ('OlJilf' :nd \Y~th the sporting pub
!lt: \Y~1o l!ti!i· \' i"ltfl ''nnJnPl'atinfx n1achines 
r,1· t()tar";:.1rn .- <ll.':'<~i't-- thp sa1ne public 
:hn no ~<-";uT~cll hl'H operating per 

of Plr' bookmal·· ,-.,; 

.\TTOl~~EY-(;EXEP. \I, (Hoc J. 
'J. F 1 .nrl ·r."!) rcpliPd-

432 uft l_lnlu::s ;.:,ranted and 
)7 769 ra {-He~ C!,'l:aut t d and 98 
n·in' cJ. 79 aJ't union'S and 1 affics corn
t~incd u:rantc:~l ~tnd 7 rr'fn.;;ecL rrhe hon. 
wwhe~ f<·n· J.;nn!/c;rnt r JHt.rilmtcd to the 

·1ur.nlwr of ap;)11:.al ion~:. 
'' 3. 222 f">-' t~w \'Par , nflpd 30th Jun0. 

1.922, o. 1d 173 · thu · ·'2.r ended 30th 
,] unP, 1913. DC<jYtrhner:t of .J uoticf' 
h·A • no r0uord of tlH' nu m hEr of persons 
nho raid fnr achnission. 
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•: 4 a.nd 5. Pcr1n1ts ·wore grantQc} for 
the conduct o£ unions, raifies, and 

; ut certain <~ ,_rniva ]q 
the proc:c cds would be 

ftntd.s for cduc.-.t)c;u:l fHlY~ 
H->tur11t>d 8·1.;kn·r.: and S::l

LoaguP, and the Tweed 
I-I{ d-: and Cco1n n.:( J G~t I :re f~ayc•rs. and 
1 hn-.;;0 r·0 l'C<'L"t-:>n to bcliev0 th8t the 
prnc>c·C'd·~ \',·'l'L~ llot 80 al1ocated. 

"6. Thi:-'. q_! l':'"ti(Yn d1oulJ be addrc·~~~ed 
to the fiu:uc i':J( ''l'i•t.::u:,¥. 

th--~ Lon. n1c1nbc~· to 
the s fo1· infonnation 
on n nd co ,nato subject~. 

"8 :tnd 9. T.'lc' GoYCt'lllllCHt polie"' in 
this CO"J~ •ction 1Yill lv; disclosed jn- dtl•) 
conr :e.'' 

n -~THE:'\( ~fED GovERNivfENT EJr.PLOYEI '). 

_Mr. MORGAJ\i (Jiu1'illa) asked the Pl'e
mier-

" 1. \Vhat is the number of employee. 
of th€' Gov-crntEent who have been 
rlnflatPrl or r"h·0nclwd for the -;-c..tr ended 
301h June, 1922? • · 

" 2. ·what is the total amount of 
sH laries and wages not paid in conSf> 
qucnce of snch deflation or retrench
n1ent ?" 

Th" PRE~ITER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chillrt[toe) repli<>d--

" 1 and 2. The hon. member should 
n1ove for a return." 

RAILWAY FREIGHT ON CA1'TLE. 

Mr. MORGAN asked tho Secretarv for 
Railways - • 

"1. \Vhat is the total amount received 
fDr fr0i7ht on cattlP conveyed on the 
Quccmland n1ilways for the yr.:tr onclcd 
30th J nne, 1922? 

"2. \Vhnt was the tot~! numher of 
c-attle C'onvr-yC'd on the raihvav"; during 
the year ended 30th J ur,,.,, 1922 '!" 

Th" SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. J. Larcombe. Keppcl) replied-

" 1 and 2. It will take sonw time to 
prepare these i-lgurcs. n 

CoxmriOxS AND Tnnrs Of' AMEHIC·X TE;:
~JJLLION DOLL·\R LOAK. 

Hm;. W. H. B,-\UNES (JJulirnba) a-keel the 
TreaRllrer-

" \Vil! be infoi'I'n thG TI1C'n1b0rs of the 
I-If'u.;;e the conditions and tnnns of thP 
l.O.OCO.OOO dolla1.' loon recentlY obtained 
in Arnr1 ricn. and v;hlch was referred to b•,
Hi, Exc, ll"ncv the Gov· rro:· ill his 
Spccrh at fhe Opening of Padinment ?" 

The TRK\SURER (Hon. K G. 'Ihcoclore) 
replied-

:' rrhe lonn vcn<;:_ a dollar issue nt a rate 
of 6 per C<'n+ Y.ith a curr-ncY of twent,·
fiv(' Yf'Dr;.:;. Th0 pr1r'P of is"n, \Yas 96. A2. 
a Sinkin!; Fund. fO 000 df'llars are to bo 
~et nsldP~ r-nch hn1f-voar durjnJ? the cur
l'enr'v of the loan for the purchase of 
bonds of the is .uc on t:he open market 
at a price not f''CPerling par. Any por
tion of the Sinking Fund nd exnenrlecl 
during anv six months shall lw invested 
at the option of the Government in bonds 

othe:t is:·uc of thP 
(ate er Connnon'''ealth 

.uf Au::.tl'rt wit 1'out r0striction as to 
price. The cc~t of the loan for under
--writing charge<:-~, brnknr0g-o. etc.. \Va·:-. 

4 dollars As with the previous 
A!reri< j Govcrnm(' Jt m"do a. 
1 cc lvc;r .. .;iou of the 
dollar.s 

CoCK.-\.TOO L·LAXD CY.n.rr>r Sou~;v) Co~r:LISSiox 
or IxQFIHY. 

Ho~. V". H. I:LHJ'\ES asked the Sccretan-
for 1\fi:r:e::-;- .. 

" 1. \\ill h, fnr,-,;sh member', of tiw 
HonP0 \:vlt:·J the of the ntPml12rs of 
rb., Co·ynn1rc·-·ion ent to \V r>P.teTn 
~\ Hstrnlia and :rrmm·tod unon the Cockatoo 
Island (Yampi i'Oonnd) n1ineral lr ll<\? 

"2. Dicl all th' nwmlwrs of tlof' Com
rnj"-sion rcpm·t, fnvourDb]y upon it? 

" 3. Did the Commiscioners all report 
favourably upon it as a payable proposi
tion? 

"4. If thev rlid not all ngre·c as to its 
p:tvable ch8J·artnr. 'n ·Ociated with the 
oh;erts for which it was bcinp- bought,' 
will hE' furnish thr HoUR!.' wit" the name 
or names of the membr•r" of the Commis-

•sion \vho report{'d upon it or 2gninst it. 
as the rase may bo, as a payable propo. 
sition? 

(( 11. \ViH he 1av anv returns or corres
ponrlcnrr "·ith r0gard 'to it upon tho table 
of the Houo.<., ?" 

The SECRT~'f'ARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 
,J. Jones. Par1dinr1ton) replied-

" 1. Y f". ::\;Ir. 13rophy, c1Ir. Cull en, and 
::YI1·. ,J a.cbon. 

"2 to 5. I now ]av on the tahle of tlw 
T-To•J,n reports by l\h. A. J\.fontgomer:; 
(Gcolog-ict :md State ~\Iining En<(inN'r. 
\YPstern . \ mtralia \, and l\io,.,.,rs. Brophy, 
C"ulln1. "nd ,Tarkson, ;,-hich will afford 
thf' honDnrahlo n1; n1bcr the desired infor
Hl:cttio~1.'' 

0J.IE0Tf'VJ: o;c Tx?'Enn·yrE LIBOt:R C'oxnREKC'' 
\; D 0RGAJ\f; .. \TTO'i 0~ l 'RDI IRY PROD11CERS. 

~h. VOWLES (Da!b ') asked the Premier

" 1. Is he aware-
(,) That. tho A!J,Australinn Trades 

TJnion Cnn~Tf';;:.s, h0Jd in JYI01brnun0 in 
.June nf this ~~htr, r01ffirrnP·d tho obiec
iiv .. :. nf thP 'Au<;lt.rtlJiR.n L"bonr pn.rty 
nas'C"l at the IntorotatC\ Labonr Con
fur •noe hold in Brisbane la ,t October, 
:n'trrtcl~v, r The sor-iR1i"a,tion of the 1ncans 
of rwodnction, distribution. and ex
change'? 

(b) That the fir,tnaoncd oonf!TF' 
P'"sod a JT'Olution aco>cpb hi<' tn both 
s.t'dions of the advor'cftrv;; of sor1~Jis'"'n-
uamPlv, the·;(' 1\~ho bolicv8 in nttninin,cr 
~ncia1ism bv f'Onstitutlonal rn0thod:; and 
those who· bclieYe in a+taiPino: thii' 
obiPctive bv inrlustrial and (or) revolu
tionary methods? 

(r) Th11t the Hnn. th<> Minister for 
A<rric:nlturo and Stock. at a'l Eight
hour Dav meeting in 1921, and ali'o on 
other oc'casions, said that the Labour 
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party'o objective-namely, production 
for use and not for profit, must not be 
lost sight of? 

(d) 'l'hat in the ' Standard,' the offi
cial organ of the Labour party, the 
following sta temcnts are made bearing 
upon the policy of that party:-

In the ie~ue of 1st October, 1921-
, ThereforP, public ownership, pass
ing through the nationalisation stage 
to the goal of socialism, must be 
ba.ttled for at all co•ts.' 

In the issue of ::JOth May, 1922-
, S'tato enterprises to be extended 
until ultimately tlwy merge into com
plete control and ownership of indus
tries by the community ' ? 

" 2. Did he make the following state
ment in a speech delivered by him at n. 
meeting of the full State Council of 
Railway Unions on Sunday, 26th Febru
ary, 1922, as reported in the 'Railway 
Advocate':-' The parliamentary party 
are trying to achieve an objective gradu
ally, and, until they had reached that, 
they would require to administer the 
capitalistic system, which was the only 
system given to thom to a-dminister by 
the workers'? 

" 3. In viow of thr ;p clear official state
ments of policy of the Labour party, does 
he consider that the Government's pre
sent scheme of organisation of primary 
producers for the purpose of giving assist
ance to them in thoi r farming operations 
"'nd co-oper·ative enterprise,·· (the objec
tive of which is increased profit to the 
individual producer) can bo carried out 
by the prC''Ont Government. which is 
admittedly plcdg,'Cl to the objective of 
the socialisation of tlw moans of produc
tion, cli>,tribution, and exchange,? 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1. Y os; although I cannot vouch for 

the accuracy of the reported utterance 
of the Minister for _\griculture and Stock 
and the statement alleged to have been 
made by the 'Standard' newspaper, I 
am quite prepared to accept the hon. 
member's word in that. regard. 

"2 an-c1 3. Yes." 

SusPECTfD CASE OF LAKD DuMMYING, 
BLACK.ILL DISTRICT. . 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) askod the Secre-
tary for Public Lands- . 

"1. \Vu·; a. suspected land-dummymg 
case, involving- Blackstock Brothers, of 
Forest Hill. in the Blackall district, 
brought undc r the notice of his depart
ment? 

" 2. If so. when was the complaint 
first made, and when finalised? 

" 3. \V as the matter kept prominently 
in view and zealously pursued during the 
·whole period it was in the hands or the 
Department of Public Lands? 

" 4. How many officers, and whom. of 
the Lands Department were concerned in 
the investigation? 

" 5. Was their evidence at variance? 
" 6. In what manner has this matter 

been finalised ? 
" 7. Have anv successful ' show cause ' 

cases been entered upon by the Crown in 
the Barcaldine Land Commissioner's dis
trict during the last two years; if so, 
how many, and with what re3ults? 

" 8. Owing· to the keen demand for 
pastoral lands, will he cause to be issued 
to all Con1n1issioners., land rangers, etc.~ 
special instructions to thoroughly investi
gate any C'l.Ses where tC1urnmying is sus
pe-cted"? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. ,T. H. CoynP, ll'aJ·rego) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Complaint was first made in June, 

1919; matter finalised on 6th July, 1922. 
"3. Yes. 
"4. Four-the Land Commissioner, twa 

land rangers, and a cierk in the hea<l 
oflice. 

'' 5. At first, yes; finally, no. 
" 6. It has been decided to take no 

further action. 
" 7. There have been two successful 

' show cause ' cases during the last two 
years-one in the Blackall district and 
one in the Barcaldine district. In each 
easo forfeiture of the seledion was 
declared. 

" 8. All Land Commissioners and land 
rangers already have instructions to this 
effect, and it is a general rule of the 
department incorporated in the manual 
of instructions to district officers.' • 

RETIRE:Y!EX~' OF NIR. HGNTER AKD APPOIKTi\rENT 
OF :\iR. F!HELLY AS AGEX'l'-GENERAL IN 
LONDON. 

lllr. CL .. \ YTON (1Virle Bay) asked the 
])J:cnnier-

" 1. \Vhat is thc total expenditure 
(apart from salaries) incurr•cd by thP 
Government. consequent upon the appoint
ment of Mr. Fihdly to the position of 
Agent-General'! 

'' 2. From ,,,hat date did Mr. Fihelh 
eommence to draw the salary of th:, 
Agcnt-Gmwral? · 

"3. On what elate did Mr. Hunter's 
salarj- as Agent-General cease to be paid? 

" 4. For what period was l\ir. Hunter 
appointed as Agent-General? 

" 5. Did ho receive any compensatiou 
upon the lo:Os of his appointment?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 to 5. The information will be giveu 

to the House at the proper time." 

CROWN L.INDS REVEXUE; UNPAID CROWK 
REN'rs. 

Mr. BEBBINCTON (TJrayton) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. ·what arc the total receipts fo1· thf' 
year ended 30th June, 1922, from land 
revenue under the following headings:
Land n,venuc; seledion, etc.; sales by 
auction; rents of selections ; tin1ber pro
ceeds of log sake, royalties, stumpages. 
export tax, or special charges on timber 
con~iO"ned to other States or exported; 
snc~i~l leases; deed fees; survey fees ; 
transfer fees 'I Also, other receipts
Pastoral occupation; rent of holdings and 
runs; and occupation licenses? 

" 2. \Vhat is the total amount of rente
due and unpaid on selections, and on 
holdings, runs, and occupation licenses?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS 
replied-

.. 1. Land revcmw for year ended 30th 
,J un~. 1922-

Sal0s lw auction 
Rents of sPlections 

'Timber-proceeds of log 
sales, royalties. and 
stumpagPs 

Special lcasPs . 
Deed fees 
Survey fees 
Transfer fees . . . . . 
Other land receipts 
Rents of holdings and runs 
Rents of occupation licen•<>s 

£ s. d. 
6,235 14 6 

710.725 3 5 

134.784 0 5 
7,766 2 9 
1,610 11 7 

34,712 19 8 
3,002 17 1 

12,038 6 7 
542,496 13 9 

62,162 5 5 

£1,515,534 15 2 

'"There is no export tax on timber but 
tt charge is rnade for superYision of' pine 
logs exported. The amount coll<>cted under 
this head was £310 9s. 1d. This sum was 
not credited to Forest Revenue but was 
absorbed by the expenditure vote for cost 
of supervision, ete. 

" 2. R('Iltl' due and unpaid on 30th 
.JunC'. 1922-

Selections 
Pastoral holdings 
Occupation licenses 

£ 
105,560 

4,900 
7,185 

£117,645." 

LO.\X E:'lPEXD!'lTRE OX RAILWAY 
Co:o;.·•TRt'cnox. 

Mr. SWA YNE (Jlirani) asked the Sccre
tar_Y for Raihvays-

,, \Ybat is the amount of loan mon€v 
spPnt through his department on raif. 
way construction since 1st July, 1915 9 " 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" Approximately £5,548.000 to 30th 
June, 1922." 

LoAK ExPE:XDITURE ON ScHoor. BriLDIKGS 
Al\ll OTHER PUBLIC ~-ORKS. 

Mr. SW A YNE asked the Secretarv for 
Public vYorks- . 

" \Vhat amount from Loan Account 
has been spent since 1st July, 1915, on-

la) The erection of school buildings; 

(/1) Other public works a part from rail
ways·:" 

HoK. \Y. FORGAN SMITH (Maclmy) 
repli0d-

Finan-, 
·-r 

School Other 
I a Building::'. i Buildings. Total. 

Year. I I 
I 

-~- ~------·--- -----

£ s. d. £ s d.] £ s. d. 
1915-16 32,508 311 119.782 13 1' 152,2911 17 0 
19Hl-17 32,491 19 1 1~ggi i~ 1~ I 

183,719 18 11 
1917-18 411,181) 1 7 135,281 18 10 
19 '<-19 42 m7 16 0 7R,967 7 4 119.8"5 3 4· 
1919-20 80,455 1 ·1 12~.41'1 10 7 208,88,; 11 11 
1920-21 51,04! 18 3 262,7il6 11 6 313,531 9 9 
1921-22 38,7!)2 9 8 141,921 7 8 180,713 17 4 

Totals£ :ns.:J90 9 10 1 976,221 7 3 1,294,611 17 1" 

PAPERS llEALil\G WITH RET!RE}JE~T OF MR. 
HUNTER Al\D APPOINTMEl\T OF MR. 
FIHELLY AS AGENT-GENERAL IN LONDON . 

.Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oowong) asked the· 
Premier-

,, Will be lav upon the table of the 
House the papers dealing with the· 
resignation. deflation, or otherwise, of 
the !ate Agent-General (Mr. Hunter). 
and the appointment of Ml'. J. A .. 
Fihelly as Agent-General?" 

The• PREMIER replied-
•· It would not be advisable to table· 

these papers. but questions relating 
thereto will be answered when the ~\gent. 
General's Estimates are under considera
tion by the Legislative Assembly." 

Pnr.Ic SER\'ICE MAss MEETIKG. 

:Yir. ELl'HIJ\'STO!'i'E (Oxlcy) asked the· 
Premier, without notice-

" In view of the importance of the 
meeting of public servants which is being 
held in the Albert Hall this evening, 
will th0 hon. gentleman adjourn the 
House. in order to permit of members 
of Parliament attending the meeting'!'' 

(LRughtcr.) 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilla(loc), replied-

.. I am afraid it would not be con
v<'nirnt to do that, but I have no objec
tion to hon. members opposite attending 
thP meeting·." 

iLaughtN.) 

FIXAXCIAL EMBARGO OK ITALIAK A~D DANISH 
hr>IIGRA~TS. 

:\1r. PETEH.SOK (~Tormanhy), \vithout 
notice, asked the Premier-

" Seeing that the Premier yesterday 
denied that an embargo had been placed 
by the Queensland Government against 
Danish settlers emigrating to Queens
land, is he the Edward G. Theodore, 
Premier, who signed the following letter, 
dated 9th March, addressed to Mr. J. C. 
Peterson, M.L.A. :-

Dear Sir,~Replying to your letter of 
the 7th instant, I have to state that at 
the present time we are not making any 
arrangements in the direction of induc
ing other than British subjects to 
('migrate to Queensland. 

The Queensland Government, how
ever, recognise the value as future 
citizens ·of Danish farmers with capital, 
and I would be glad to consider any 
proposal that would lead to the settlc
nwnt of such farmers in this Stat€, 
provided they were posses;ed of, c·ay, 
not less than £700 each. 

If Mr. J. Hundtoft has more defmite 
information on the subject, I shall b€ 
glad to hear from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
EDWARD· G. THEODORE, 

Premier." 

The PREMIER replied-
'· The letter which the hon. member 

has read is a letter which, I presume, I 
did send him. That represents the posi
tion exactly." 

Mr. MORGAN: Is that not an embargo? 
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The PREMIER: It is no embargo at all. 
The question I answered yesterday was 
answered accurately, and, if the hon. mem· 
her is acquainted with the limitation of 
the powers conferred on the States by the 
Federal Constitution, he will know that the 
Government have no power, constitutionally, 
to impose any embargo against anyone 
cDming here, nor have we power to exclude 
immigrants of any kind. That is entirely 
within the powers Df the Commonwealth. 
But, in connection with the giving of assist· 
ance to immigrants who desire to come to 
Australia under the Commonwealth laws, 
we lay down our own regulations, and. as 
I mentioned in that letter, we give pre· 
ference to Britishers, to which the hon. 
member seems to object. (Government 
laug·hter.) 

RETROSPECTIVE {CROWN LAND 
RENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Uurtis) moved-
" That there be laid upon the table of 

the House a return showing-
1. The total amount of retrospective 

rents collected from all sources during 
last financial vear. 

2. The nu~lwr of p0rsons or corn· 
panies \vho ref'eived extension of tin1e 
to pay retrospective rents. and the total 
a1nount of san1e. 

;,, The total amount of retrospective 
rents yet to be collected." 

Question put and pa s'ed. 

REDUCTION IN NL:MBER OF GOVERN
:Y1ENT EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wirle Bay) moved-
" That there be laid upon the table of 

the House a return showing-
1. The number of employees in ail 

branches of the Government service 
whose services have been dispensed 
with (other than for disciplinary 
reasons) since 1st January, 1921, show
in"' the number in each department. 

2. The total saving effected by the 
action of the Government in reducing 
the number of its employees. 

3. The number of employees affected 
bv any scheme of pooling of work. 
a~d th'c saving effected during the past 
financial year by all such schemes." 

Question put and passed. 

LAND TAX ACTS AMENiHfENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The PREMIER moved-
" That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve itself into a Commi~tee of 
the Whole to consider of the desnable
ne's of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Land Tax Acts in certain particulars." 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : While we are in 
a<rreement with the Premier that there is a 
v~rv great necessity to bring in legislat_ion 
to ~mend the Land Tax Acts. \ve do not thmk 
that this House should consent merely to the 
desirableness of amending- it '· in ccrtam 
particulars." We would lik;_· to see a gen:ral 
debate on the question of land taxatwn. 
There are many matters upon which we never 
get an opportunity of testing the feeling of 
the House. 

The PREMIER: You will get the opportunity 
on Tuesdav. if it is necessary to alter the 
motion in Committee. 

[Hon. E. G. Thcoclore. 

Mr. VOWLES: No, if I miss the oppor
tunity now, it is gone. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. VOWLES: The words .. in certain 

particulars " limit the scope of the Bill to 
the particulars which the hon. gentleman 
wants. I say that we should have a general 
debate on land taxation. There arc many 
principles in the Country party's platform
the hon. gentleman has swallowed a few of 
them and we would like him to swallow some 
more'---and one of those principles is that a 
living a.rea in all cases shoul~ be exempt 
from land taxation. \Vc are qmte agreeable 
to an amendment of the Land Tax Act, but 
not in the restricted \vay that the Premier 
would like to have it done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How do 
vou know that it is a restricted way? 
• Mr. VOWLES : I know this much, that 
if I miss this opportunity now and allow this 
motion to go through, I will have no chance 
at a later stage of moving an amendment. 
The Premier may prove his bona fides in 
this matter by allowing us to have a general 
discussion of the Land Tax Act, and g1ve us 
the opportunity of bringing forwar<! amend
ments. In order to put the matter m order, 
I moYe !he omission of the words " in cer· 
tain particulars." If that amendment is 
carried, it will give hon. memb_ers on both 
sides of the House an opportumty to b1~mg 
forward very necessary amendments whiCh, 
from their point of view, should be made 
i11 the present Act. Everybody must recog· 
nise that the land tax only affects one class 
in the community and that is the free· 
holder. When the principle of !_and taxation 
was agreed to by this House, 1t was nm·er 
contemplated that it would be extended in 
the way that has been done. Not only has 
the tax been increased, but the landowners 
have had to pay a super-tax as well. A ~ax 
such as that is in the nature of a confiscatwn 
of property. I subr_nit that, when this House 
agreed to the pnnc1ple of freehold land 
taxation, it was regarded as . a temporary 
0xpedient. It was only to sat1sfy the tern· 
porary requirements of the. Treasury. It was 
not intended to be earned further; but. 
instead of that, it has been carried to the 
greatest possible extreme. 

Mr. MOORE (.1ubigny): I beg to second 
the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would like to 
point out that I gave a ruling last year that 
this was not the stage where hon. members 
could debate the introduction of Bills: 

Mr. VowLES: I am only proposmg to 
amend the motion. 

The SPEAKER: I pointed out last year 
that this was not the stage when amend
ments could be made at all. Under those 
circumstances, I cannot accept the amend· 
ment of the hon. member. I can assure t_"'e 
hon. member that he will have an opportumty 
of mo~ing his amendment at a latPr stage. 

~1r. VowLES: I submit that I can amend 
the notice of motion to-day. 

The SPEAKER : This is not the stage for 
m"kino- amendments of anv kind. 

Mr. "vowLES: If I do not do it to-day, I 
will have no chance of amending it later on. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. gentleman will 
have every chance of amending it at a later 
stage. 

Mr. VowLES: So long as I get the oppor
tunitv that is all right. 

Question put and passed. 
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PRIMARY PRODUCERS' ORGA:\ISA
TION BILL. 

INIT'IATION IN co,IJ\JITTEE. 

(Mr. llirwan, Brisbane, in the chai1·.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. );. Gilli~3, Eacham), in moving-

" The.t it is dHirablc to introduce a 
Bill to promote the agricultural and rural 
mdustnes by the organisation of the 
pnmary producers of Queensland in a 
completely unified national organisation 
and for other incidental purposes"- ' 

said: The title of the Bill practicolly sets 
out its object, with which I am sure· every 
member of the Committee will agree, and 
t~o need for \Yhich he ,~;,rill retog·iliRc. No 
noscrvant rnan, .·t least on thi~ 8-idt~ of the 
Cha1nber, is satisfiPd that the rural corn
munity,_ ?n hieh al~ our progress depends, 
are. sut-h_ercntly org_arured to b able to pJacn 
their views cffpchvcly bcfDre Govennneots 
.and to carry out ;;chcrrwe financial and other
\Yi·_('. in th0-ir own inten<ts. Lack of organi
"'·t!On for marketing. the eff<'ets of ,-luts and 
shortages, a:nd the di~organisa.tion of 1narket·'· 
generally arc Eufficient ju_:,titlcation for doino
sorneth1ng to organi;;..e th<: rural ( ::.Hnluunit~ 

:=!loug non-party political linP~-
l4 p.m.l Not only in Qne01dand, bui 

, . . tin_oughn~t th0 \Yurld ranicu
larly lD .. \ lllPl'lCa-thB ltCI'd ha,, r J C'P 1'C'( lp:

r..jsf":d, and st(:-:}s have hPcn tnkcn to hriug 
about properly what tlw L-Ir"J(T., th<."'n:'
;-:;t'lvc.:, have SIH~radiC',·dl~· an(1 sp:--snwdicall)' 

~t 1:-:. in my opi,1ion. 110 longer 
wh1ch should he left purciy to the 

f,,rnwr. He should not lw lc,ft to strugg-le 
~long m the old way and unite iu voluntary 
llodrcs b,\' wh1ch he n1av ~eek to Jnak" his 
wishes articulate. It i.s the dutv of thc 
nation-of this Parliament--of iho Govern
ment-to essist the farmer in the direction 
in which 'he has bocn attempting to go all 
the Fe yf'<>.r~. ~Tany section~ of th0 fn rn1ing 
<{F"nnun1.ty, the dairyin?" section. for instunec, 
}-~<-t\'·P ~o ._~_• C011gratnl.atcd nu flH ... fnd t.hrrt in 
the fa~e of Yery hoe,tile O[lpo;ition--

:vfr. BRAXD: 1915-1916. 

l\lr. BrmBINGTO~: Tho seizun• of onr butter. 

The Sw'RETARY ron R.\fL\\ ... AYS: TiH~t .. hows 
:n~ur opposition. 

The SECRET.AEY FOR AGH1Ct'LTUi.E: 
Let m<' exprees the hope that. for tho sake 
of a good c:tuse, no ho3til1tv "vill lx~ sho\Yn 
to th0 introduction of the Bill. It ·<ia be 
time enough to criticiso it ''Then hou. nH'm
bcrs sec it, but I am satisfied that r~o llH"rrL
lJ, r of the Committee, no matter what hie; 
poli~ics may bo. \\'ill take rnucl1 1•xc ·~'ption 
io the nlea·,,ure. rrhe organisation of the 
farmers of which I have spoken is o"ly th, 
first -ctc:J. After they are organis'~'ri, the 
po1H:r whld1 thC'V c l!l cxPrcisc in their own 
iutor('sts ;s unliinited. Tho far!llint~ corn~ 
Tnnnity l1avc sufficj :nt :c;ecurit-y to~ enahln 
them to get all the> money tlH'v rPquirc. 
to dt velop their own individual co-opera
tive concC'rns-indC'cd. thev shon!d be ablf' 
to get rnoro ftnarcial bUcking than .anv 
scctiDn of the communitv. The manufactu~
ing and tho commorciai intere,ts have not 
the same securitv to offer; vet the mo·.t 
important scctio1~ of all hav~ to go cap 
in h"nd to the local storckcPpcr or bo.nkcr 
foT" ar('omrcodation they ought to ho ahlo 
t·r> d· mand at the ver.\· bcsL pu)ciblc: r:tte, 
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because of th<' adequate seeurit.) they havo 
to offer. SD I say that organisation is the 
first s~<'P in a scheme whPreby we seek to 
emancipate thP rural community of the 
State. (Opposition interjections.) I want 
\'rief!y to explain the provisions of the Bill, 
1f the so-c ~lled fnonds of the farmers will 
g·i,,e me the opportunity. (Renewed inter
jections.) Am I going to be allowed to 
make my speech, or am I to be compelled to 
listPn to hostile interjcdion ? 

The CHAIRJ\IAN: Order! I hopc holl. 
mt'mbers will pay to the JVIinistN the C'ompli
mPnt cf listening to wha' he has io say. 
ThPy will hnY~: fu11 opportnnity later on -f:n 
discuss the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT'It:E: 
The genesis of this Bill is to be found in that 
masterly addrr '3 to the farmers made bv thn 
Premier at Laidley on the 2bt Februarv"last. 
I ~1drr1it that Preminrs rnav haYe madE~ sirni
lal· spenches bPforc, but thnt speech has boc,n 
fol!owod up b!.- some tangible work. A con
ft rence w1.,s hc-:ld, ~tnd a provisional Council 
of Agricultur0 brought into existence, and th0 
Bill seeks to give legal as W<'ll as financial 
f,ar·king io that. as I shall explain as I go 
<:tlong. The ol'ganl:-ation which the Bil1 ~enk~ 
to hrlng- inh1 (·,-1 tenC'l' 11nd ]cg·aliso \vi1l hP 
kno,vn as the "QllCPns1nncl Prirnary Pro
llUc0rs' \s.30ciution." It vv11l be divided ]nto 
th:re(' tiPr~. Ji'jn;t t~tnrc \v1ll he th0 Jo~:-tl 
qrg-3nl-.;ati0!1. F.;u,]l::tr t:J \hf' loc.1i nrc.gTI' , 
a"-6ociations and oth0r local organ.i" -1ti0ns_ 
Then, in the second place. th" agricultural 
pc11_'t- Df the Sn1tC' baYln;.: hePn divi.r:1Pd ·r~!c 
rli·,•rid~, the members of the local as ,,,:,,,_, 
"·ill <'l<'d a district council. Tl.,e dj,·tricl: 
council will, in turn. clod a mcmlwr to tlw 
Council of A!rricultm'e. which will b1 the 
n:Pcntinl of the (1uePneland Prim >n Pro
ducers' Assorlation. That will n1r~ke it po..:.~ 
siblP-if all the farmers nr0 0rgani~Pd in thiR 
Il<m-part;v Lody-for tlw fnrnwr to makt' 
hl~ wish0s nrtirnlat0. fir"'t cf a11 to thP dis
trict council. ancL crconcllv. to the Council 
of Ag-rjcu1tnrr>. wl,ich \Yill ·1n tl 1 rn "OH':{' into 
contact with the Dc•partment of Agricultur<' 
and the Grvernmcnt and so cnforc.- public 
noti~0 of his \vjshC':" in a \vav that ha• not. 
b<,cn possible for him SD far. ·It ie proposod 
that the producers shall elect three-fourths 
of the Council. the Gm-ernrncnt h ··vino: 
Pominc::_:os upon it--larr,c•ly {'Xprrt~. -:uch as 
the Commissione1~ for Raihvavs. for, after 
"11. trnmport is one of the most important 
thinp::;: in agricultural prog-ress, a~ n1y friend, 
tlw hon. mcmbnr for AJbert. knows vcrv 
,,~ell. The drawback in comwctiw1 with bad 
roa({s and ndlwnY farilitir:; mu,~t l10 ovPr
romf': then:~forc ~ th,.... transport autl1orit~r 
~hould bP a 1'0prcsf'ntatiYc of the 0nvPrn
mcnt on the Council. Prnhohh- the Dircrh1r 
of Agriculture. Mr. Quodling.' ".!so will b0 
necrpt.able a·- a rC'prr.:,entativt'. bv yjrtuP of 
hi, Rxpert knmY10d""" of a£rrirultnrc. The> 
Gov0rnment non1ill""'=> ln al1 CRS£>.;;; '":ill he 
able to l'"ive expert advicP and "'sistanc<e to 
the Council oi Agriculture. 

'\fr. BEBRTXGTON : \Vill there be any politi
rjans on jt? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\Vt· canrot disqualifv a man bec>tuse he 
happens to b1. a politician. 

:'\fr. BFBRTNGTOK : Will the Minister be 
chairman? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am coming; to that if the hon. mBmbcr for 

Hon. \V. N. Gillies.] 
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Drayton will only have patience. The Secre
tary for Agriculture for the time being will 
:Jo chalrnwn of t.hc Cotutcil. I think he ought 
ro be. l waHt ro f"'1V that I am the clwirn1an 
now, bnt the ch~drnlan ha:-. !~O :-.pc'cial 
authority; he i-; no~ allow0d to spt>~.t~ und-2r 
the rule.; which haY<' been dra1n1 up. I hop<' 
thm.e rules will bo adlwrod to. 'l'lw chair
man j.;; 110t al!O\\ ~·d. to ncldr<"· ~ t ]Je t 'oP.n it 
unlc .;; he vacttL;; tht' chair nn-cl allo··.,·s Sflll1C

onP cl3c to tako the chair. Jt i:-:; all Vf'ry 
{ino to ra1~c tlw que .::,tion of party ; but thiR 
:<chemc i;__: goillg to contilluP nn<l prog-rps~ no 
matt('r \YhcthPr thr-re is a change· of Govcrll
menl or not. One<' wr get it eiitablidwcl, it 
nut· t go on, otherwise our rund indudries arC' 
not going to d~velop, but \vill g;o Lack. I 
think the idea of tlw Minister !Jeing chairman 
by virtue o{ hi8 oHicc i:;; a good n1w. I a1n 
open to convirtion on that, bnt I bc·liev•' that, 
no mattor what Govcrnrnent ma': bn 111 power, 
it; is dc-irahlc that the SC'cret~11·~7 for AgTi~ 
culture should bP an fait \vith Pverything the 
Conn('Jl do and ~hnuld hear ,,,h,-,i tL:·? h .. , t' to 
8aV, becnuse it is his departrnr•nt tl1at \vill b 
<.l,ll0d npon to carry out their ~('hemc..;, etc. 
This i:::; tlu• most lrnno!'tant organi~atlon that 
lHL-l £'\·er tJt ••n brc)ught into 0xistP~Jcc in 
Quecnslrrr•d. I sa.l' thrrt, because Queensland 
i.:. a country of prinHJry production, because 
ae;rirulturc is the foundation of all wealth. 
arld because of the possibilities of expansion 
in this i'rcat Stat0. Therefore. I say that 
this organisation will be the most important 
that. has ever been brought into existence. 
because it will be the mouthpiece of th<' 
farmers. and YYill be able to confer with 
the Dcprrrtment of ~<\gricu!ture and make th 
wishes of the far1n0rs known to Governmen~~ 
in a way that hn.s boon unknown in the past. 

The Bill is a .-ery simple one. It provid~, 
that not more than twent.--five member~ shall 
constitutn the CXBCUtive, and not more than a 
fourth of those members shall be Government 
nominees. The objects, functions, a.nd powers 
are sot out VNY clearly. They have already 
lwPn published in the Press. and I am sure 
that en'rv member on both sides has followed 
very dosi>ly what the Coaneil of _\grirulture 
have L.:'eu doing. and tbc:v will be~ familiar 
with its powers and d11tics. It is proposed 
to appoint. a dirPctor, a S(~f'retary, and other 
officers. In order to financP the scheme the 
council will have pmYcr to levy on industries 
with the approval of those concPrncd, those 
levies being subsidispd £1 for £1 by th<' 
Government for at least five yutrs. 

Mr .• T. H. C. RoBE'1TS: Do y-ou state whe.t 
industries you propose to levy' on 'I 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is purPly a matter for the council; and 
the levy will lw small. 

~1r. BrmBE-;GTOX: Surely you are not going 
to allow the council to 1eyy on some indus
tries and not on. others? · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The council. as 1 ha.-e explained, will be 
0leeted b:,· the producers themselves. and will 
be rcoponsihle to the producers. Power will 
hB e:ivcn und0r the regulations to con,,u1t 
thE> ~producers bcfnrc ]<,,:ies arc made. Th0 
levies vvill doubtkss be made with the 
ro-opPration and npproya] of the various 
jndu.;;i:rics f'Ol1f'Cl" Pd. A suggestion has bcPn 

rr.nrlc-it is a nulttPr for further considPra· 
i"ion-that. in~t0ad of lPY~'ing on individual 
farmers, t!w h'YY should be made on industry; 
but that is purely a matkr for those con-

rHo:?. T\'. X. Gilz,:es. 

cerned. In order to carry on thr: 1 lrupcr 
nuncl: ('!lH.'lJt of the ,:airying industr.v. it ha~ 
hl'( 11 ~lU.-\"g<>;.;L:d that ld. on every lUO lb. of 
!JutTL•r would providn a ~ufiicicntly larn·e ~um. 
'l'lw san1e thing might appl~,· to thn sugar 
industry-~d or ~d. per ton of sugn r-cane 
should '"1able the industry to be properly 
financed. That 11rinciple is in cperation 
already in regard to th<• sugar cane prices 
lC'gislation. The same thing might apply to 
the fruit indu,try, but in that caco it would 
not bu as cFU3Y a~ in tho case of butter and 
Sllgar-cnne. T.hoso ar0 rnatt;rs of detail which 
c"n be left altogether to the representative" 
of the farnwrs appointed on the permanent 
council. The sum "o ]C\·ied will be subsidised 
by the Gov<'rnment £1 for £1 fol' live years. 

I v, "nt to cail attention to t\lo fact that the 
rcq·ulatio!1~n1aking power in a new measur(~ of 
this kind must l~e v-ery larsre. It is experi
mental le.;-islation. It has not been in opera
tion. or even suggcstrcl, in any part of Aus
tralia. lt hrts be('n in operation to a certain 
extPnt in Allloriea, and we haYe bcPn guidf:'d 
to a Ci'rtain extent in framing our Bill by the 
lq·islation there. I think it is desirable that 
the regulation-rnaking po,;vcr should bo very 
large; that is to say. the representatives of 
the farmers on the Counril of Agriculture 
should not be hamstrung or tied up when 
thc:v want to rlo something in the interosto 
of the fanners. Thcrr: is thi~ safeguard-that 
although the regulations will have' the sanc
tion of the Governor in Council and be laid 
before ParliamPnt, they will not be passed 
<"xccpt on the recommendation of the Council 
of Agriculture. Jt is really a scheme to 
enablP the farmers to organisP and to bring 
into 0xi ,t0nrc an executive v·hirh will havf> 
power and authoritv to make their wishes 
and the needs of the' rural communitv known 
to the Government. Not only will they 
have that po\1·cr, but they will h~vc n''pons.i
hilitv. vVhPnevcr power is given to anv 
bod,;:, it should be prep a. red to take n"pon;;i
bility. 1 am pr0parecl to give the·n pcm·er; 
but, at the- same time, they must take th0 
responsibility of what thcv rc··ommcnd. and 
must do the right thine: in the i ntNcst. of 
t'l<' farmer~. If thn Crmncil of Ae;ricnlture 
1 1v to me. as ~fini~ter. "Yonr dairying' 
r0~ulations arp too drastic; w~ ean main
tfli~ OlH' good narn0 on th0 Lon(lo-r~ mark0t 
bv rP1axing- them." so far H'> T a'11 con
rt~r'lP(l I \Vjll rPrommend to the noYf'rnmP•nt 
that the resrulalions shonld be r0laxed. Bnt 
ilw Council of Ao-ricnlhn·e must take t:h<' 
fnll rrsnonsih11itv of havin~~ made that rocoJn
n~Pnrl -,tion to tnC. 

1 wbmit the Bill with that hrirf ontlinc of 
ih prDYisions. It j-. a YC'r:v ~~mple n:casnr''· 
nnd I haYP great plonQurc 1n mo\·Jng' tlF' 
n1otion. 

)lr. VOWLES (1Jalb11): T think all mcm
llPI'S of i-h~ Oppo~ition ar0 in agTf'f'lTIC"nt that 
this Hom•' ehould do a 11 it ca'n to promo'" 
tht' h.: lntnrrsts of the af,!'r]cnltnris+,, in 
Queen land. 

(lppof'-TTTO~r "''fE)fBERS: I-T e>rtr, hna r ! 

:\Tr. \'0\VLES: Jt is a funny thing that. 
n ft0r ~f'\'C'Il year;;; of power--· -

Tlw SEC1-H~1'ARY FOE AGRICUL'ITRr·:: \Vbnl· 

a1·out your ftfty years? 

lVh· \-0\VLES: :\Iv fiftv v0ars" T am r«•t 
flftv .)-yenrs ult( (L~ughtcr .. ) Tho Gcvcrn
mcnt, after ~C'von yen r of in<l d io •, 1.·1...,. 1' 

~l!dd!'lll.\7 madf' tti.J tfwir n1in<l ... ~hnt tbP t:nH:>-
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h<ts <trri ,·cd to set thcmsch-es out to do a good 
thing for thn 1ncn whom they hrtYC' lJC'L'Il 

oppre· ~ln~ in thP pa.st. Just u little wh 'L.,. 
;1rro il1:s G-nn>rnrnent elairncd to haYc Clllan
cf'ra J ed tho worker; in what direction can 
t"'~:silv be seen by v nJking th("' street of 
BrisGnne OJ' going. into the country, 
thero '·ill be found innnnwrahle unemployed. 
ThPrc wps a tiln'~ when the GoYcl·nnlcnt 
lcokPd tn tho"' nwn for polit!cal 'Upport; 
111ado them :~ 11 so1·ts of rash pron1isc.~ and 
hold up to them the same pretty picture 
that tlw.-.· a re now displaying to thP farmer. 
in ord<'r to cclist their sympathies for 
the purpose• of ob la ining and holding tlw 
Trt_nsur · bc1whP". Thev have now be(~n 
found oi>t. The inclustriafists haYe discovered 
that this .he" dia that they were led to expect 
is a sot·t of hell. It is necessar,· now. in 
ordL e that thP Goyt1rnnH~nt should. carry on, 
that they shou]J make thern,clvcs good ,,:th 
son1c (,thPr sertion of the coinmunitv. I haYE' 
read -.omP ob_;;.pr,.-ations on the failure of 
the One Big Gnion, n1ore particularly sO'HQ 
by l\Ir. Cleary, of Kcw South \Yale's. who 
points out t'~a i the solution of the trouhlc 
is to cb.. ;c:e a bunch of carrots before the 
agriculhr 't . I do not know whether the 
Premier or th,~ Secretary for Agriculture has 
read that "ork. but here, at the eleventh 
hour, We find them coming forward profcs· 
smg tu m 'ke up for all their misdeeds of 
the po-t aml trying to enlist the sympathies 
of tlw m·'n wltonl th<'y have deliberatelv 
robhed in the past. by their legislation. " 

The Sr:CRET.\HY FOR AGRICULTUHE: That is 
not true. 

:VIr. BEDBf~GTON: It is true. 

11r. VO\YLES: The fad remains that the 
W'l'Y basis of this echerne was put before this 
Chamber by r,o less a person than the last 
member who interjected. There was a pro· 
posal b;· the hon. member for Drayton in 
this Cha:nbor--

Tlw SFCRr·,TAHY FOR AGHICULTURE: Wh" are 
you so ho .tile? • 

Mr. V(~\VLES: We are not hostile. (Go
vermncnt interruption.) 

The CIL\IIt:\1 \N ' Order ! I ask hem. 
member ·1 g.ve the leader of the Opposition 
the opportunity of making his speech. 

At 4.20 p.m., 
Mr. l'or.r.or K (Uregory), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. VOWLES: The principle that the 
Government arc adopting now was refused 
on a former occasion, when the hon. member 
for Dra. ton move·d an amendment on the 
Profiteering Prevention Bill providinrr that 
the Price Fixing Commissioner shoc~ld be 
guided by the advice of two representatives 
one TL')Hcs:.nting the producer and the othe; 
repn .. ,scnting the consun1er. 

The S;,c RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The old 
wages board system. 

Mr. VOWLES': No; it was simply a 
matter of appointing an advisory board. 
That principle was not good eno~gh when 
the GovPrnrnellt were taking from the farmer 
a large amount of profits which should have 
gone into the farmer's pockets and which 
would ha\'O helped him along during the dry 
ti'ne that followed. 

The SEr RETAHY roR AGRICULTL:HE: Do you 
bPlieve in priccd!xing? 

Mr. VO\VLES: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: vVhy did 
the hon. ml'mber for Drayton recommend· 
tltat? 

l',lr. VOWLES : It was simply a suggestion 
to the hon. gcntl Qruan. 1 arn not castir.::.g 
anv reflection on ihe Price Fixinn· Con1n11S
sio"ncr, but You could not oxpectc ono indi
vidual to ha~·c all tho ncccs•<trv information 
and exnericncc that would be; required to 
enable 'him to do his work compete tly in 
the position in which the Government werl' 
scnki11g to place him. 'rhe amcndn1G~;t rnovf'-c~ 
by the hon. member for Dm::ton prC!posed 
to crjve hirn the assistance of an oxp,:nence·d 
ma~ Pngagcd in the far1ning indu~~try, and 
abo of a nutn 'vho had to buy the fanners' 
produce. Although we have IWt seen ~he 
DilL we arc in the unique position of hav111g 
had· the whole of its contc·nts fore shadowed' 
to us bv the Premier. It mtbt be regarded 
as one ~of verv gr('a.t hnportancc, other·wise 
the hon. gentl'Gman would haw adopted the 
uc-ual practic~ in connection ·with rncasures of 
this sort, and the first per,ons he would have 
taken into his confidencG would have boon 
hem. members in this Chamber. But ?uring 
recc~·S, as is custon1ary with the PrcmiCl\ he 
wPnt on an electioneering stunt, and toolc 
the opportunity of going into the farming 
.districts and proposing something, as I said 
bdore, in the nature of a bunch of carrots, 
so as to get their votes at an election shortly 
tc come along. 

~Ir. 1\IORGAl; : That is where the Govern· 
n1cnt haYe a vveak memory. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICULTUHE: Arc you, 
in favour of the scheme? 

Mr. VOWLES: I Rm in favour of the 
scheme. provided it is a bona fick one. We· 
know that it is always custon1ary ·durn1g the· 
last se ,si on of a Parliament for a Govern· 
ment to do a little bit of window·drcssing. 

The SECRETAHY FOil A.GR!CDLTTIRE: This is 
not the last session. 

Mr. VOWLES: I venture to say that it is. 
and that it i.s closely approaching tho end 
of it. 

:VIr. PEASE : You are a poor prophet. 

Mr. YOWLES: W" will sec. My expcri· 
once has been that every time the I'rcmiCr 
savs "Yes," the truth is ~'No.'' He has 
salJ that we arc not going to have an clec· 
tion, and I say we are. 

'rh<' TE:YIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I hope the hon. member will confine his 
n'mrnl" to tlw motion before the Corrnmttee. 

Mr. VOWLES: 'The Premier is becoming 
a rnembc>r of the Country party very rapidly, 
and pc•rhaps what I have said is not so much, 
out of place. 1 am under the impression that 
there is a tremL)ndous amount of mak~.._ -bell eve 
about this scheme. The hon. gentleman, 
iudging by th~~ sp0erh he made two days ago, 
has been in cons11ltation with a gentlcrnan 
known as the political .Judas of Toowoomba. 

The Sc.CRETARY FOR AGRICC:LTURE : \Vho h 

that? 
Ivir. VOWLES: I refer to the editor of 

"The Producers' Review." The scheme that 
he handed over to the Premier is the scheme 
of the farmen on the Downs, and ono which 
was being advocated by no le·,s a P,crson 
than Mr. McAnally, who went througn my 
L'lectoratc, the :i\".•nango electorate. and the 
1\'Iurilla olcctorat"C prior to this annmu.cement 
bv the Premier. That scheme was exactly 
tiw same as that brought fon\":rd bv th<' 
Prc·mier, who virtually admits now that he 

Mr. Ymclcs.] 
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C(ot it from :Mr. Harrison. of Touwr>omba. 
Tho hon. nwmber for Pittsworth was ono of 
The men who drew up the schcnw. 

A GOVERN1IEX'f ME11BF.R: He never saw it. 
Mr. VOWLES: He did. It orig-inated 

years a.>o. It is brought fo1·ward now as 
'onwthing- that the Government in power 
think wiil be a means of getting· thc•rn votes, 
lwcausc they prutc•n·d thc•y aro in a llO'ition 
to put it 1llto opL'ration. They i'<ay. '~ This 
is something that will gull tlw farnwr, and 
"." will give it to them as a little r\opc in 
iho wa.y of moh•-bclievP before we• have an 
t•loction." If the Govcrn1nent "·C'rP genuine, 
they would have come to the as-istance of 
rho farmers tnonths and rn(~nths. or even 
yt'ars, ago. 

The SECRE'r..HY FOR RAILWAYS: So wr• did. 
Mr. VOWLEB': You did rot. This is onl;· 

window-dressing, and \VC arc led to brlievr~ 
by no less an authority than :Mr. Harrison 
that it is going to cost us £30,000 yettr. 
That is a con·,crvative estimate. arH1 it will 
po,sib\y cost £50,000 per annum. The point 
we have to stuclv is ,dwther tlwrc i' an· 
justification on the part of the Oppo'<ition o.r 
the Committee to support a s~henw that will 
eo~t £30,000 per annurn if it is onl.'- bPi11g 
propr- '·Cd for u pnrposo v·ith no lJusincs;;;; in 
jr. The part:v· <G:l this side i.;; going· to a;;:.;ist 
to put th{~ rd!Pn1P through; but v, r propo.:-~o 
to rnake it n1uch hetter, and \V£' p1·opnsl1 tn 
take it to tho people at ele' tiou time and 
ask them to return reprcscntativ<·· who will 
~~e that it is put into operation, and who 
will dt. •nand that it be placed on the stctlutP· 
book in the eame wov as other Bills that 
have been pas-,;ed by tl1is Committee. 

A GDVEH?;~IEX"l' 1\lE~IllEr:: You have alre tdv 
had an opportunity. , 

1\Ir. VOWLES: We have never hacl an 
-opportunity. Hon. m<'mbc>n opposite thoughc 
that this was an opportunity to steal our plat
form because it will be popular. and v.-e trust 
they will put it i11to effect. ...\nothor point 
to bo taken iuto c )DsideratiorJ is '' hl'thcr the 
sc:herno i~ goi11g to be cffecti-..-0 0xc::~pt. so f 1r 
as Qctecnslund is concerned. The 2'-finister 
~hould L~ke into consideration whether there 
-hould not be an _\ustralian policy. 

The .SECRETAHY FOR AGRICUL1'URE: Do vou 
think we should make a start in Queensland 1 

Mr. VOWLES: This matter was discussed 
before the _Pr...:rnirr ever can1e into office by 
reprcsentatrvc-~ of farmers' unions. I was 
present on a deputntion when tho matter was 
brought before the Premier. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What 
matter? 

Mr. VOvYLES: The matter of this scheme. 
The SECRETA'lV FOR AGRICULTURE: You have 

not seen the Bill. 
Mr. VOWLES: I have seen in thE' news

papers the scheme outlined b>· the Premier. 
Ono difficulty I see is that: although the 
scheme may be quite practicable, unlocs it 
is made a Commonwealth concern instead of 
a State one, there will not be any advantage 
to be gained by the farmer exc<'pt in regard 
to marketing overseas. vV e are expending 
a large sum of money-- · 

}.t 4.30 p.m., 
The TEMPOR.\.RY CHAIRMAN: Under 

the provisions of the new Stanclin~ Orders 
pa~~cd yc"terdn.v~ I rnust ncnv leave the chair 
and n1ake 1ny report to the !-Ion:"c. 

The SPK\KER r{~SUlJH?d the chair, and the 
CJt \IR:'II.\:~ reportecl progress. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

ADDRESS I:\' REPLY. 

RESC::I!PTIOK OF DEBATE. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grrynry): J am nfraid 
that the Opposition, or at least the Conntry 
pa.rty, cannot be complimentHd upon the 
new apostle chug-cc! with t\10 dutn of ]p·,dinf( 
the criticism "gainct. the Government. I 
listened verv nlref111Jv to th8 remarks of 
thn hon. member for Oxlov. and to me thev 
:;pf'med to be nothing but~ a tissue of g-cncr
nlitic,· vV,'1Cn thP hon. mPmbcr for Oxlcy 
first came into this Chamber. and for a 
few months aftcrwarr:ls, he r:lid make an 
C'ffort to indulge in at ]east fair criticism 
of the Government, and 11t tho t time, too, 
1 can fairly sav. ho ab1·avs endeavoured to 
supply some oub tratum of truth to support 
'he statements that he mnrlf'. Bnt when 
h0 was lannchinrr his critlc+;:m a,gajnst the 
c;,wernment on this occasion. he appeared to 
rch- solely upon wild ancl somewhat in
accurate and misleading statements. I took 
" cordul note at the time of what he said. 
:md one of the thinf!s thot he said was that 
ono had only to walk down the strel't and 
r:ount the nn~mploycd in their thoqsands 
to rcllic.:e what nE n:wfnl me:-:, the Govern
ment \Yerc mn.king of QPePnsln.nd. In rep}:~,~ 
to that, I wRnt to sav t.hat no Government 
i71 Queensland. no m?.ttcr what its lahel 
might be. conl,l po sibly hope to salvo the 
unemployed probl<em. 

Mr. J. JOKES: They can relieve it. 

:\1r. POLL(l('K: They hove nlrcady done 
rnnch to relieve the unemploy<?d. 

l!on. '\V. }I. BARNES: rrhc Rrcrctarv for 
Mines eaid there \Yore no mwmployed in 
the State. 

:lrr. POLLOCK: 2';"o other State in Ans
tralia has mad,• a:1:v effort. to compare with 
' rhat Qnocns.l:tnd hh-; done to solve unom~ 
ployrnont a71d rc•lieve the unemploved. No 
otlwr GovPrnntc-ut ln Australia has spent 
a tithe o E what Queensland has spent upon 
the c:mstmotion ,,[ pnblic works calculated 
tq dirniui~h t.ht: nrnount of unemployment. 
It was not very long after the :'-1 ationalist 
CoYorurnent c unu into office in New South 
\Yaks that we were told thev \;ere spf'nd
in·. £100.000 towards the relief of uncmploy
l1'Pnt. Anvbody \\"ho has any idea of what it 
costs to rcli-~vc n large amount of uncmploy
mPnt knows !hilt there is no po sibilit:v of 
rp}ic" ing llnmnployrrwnt to any tlppreciable 
extent wit.h the expenditure of a miserable 
£100.000. Quecnsbwd is spendinp; more than 
£100,000 in feeding the unemployed who 
have come from the other States, and that 
is not a ycry \Vide estimate. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It is a bogey, though. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is no bogcv, beca.use 
as fast as Queensland has poured its millions 
into schemes, such as thE' Burnett land 
scheme, the building of the Bo·scn Coalfield' 
Railwa:v, and other s<'.hcmes for the purpose 
of relieving nnemploymont-immedin.telv 
unemployment has been tempora ril:v relieved, 
men have come from the other States bv 
tbousands seeking employment, and the mo1:e 
we spend in iho relief of unemployment, the 
p;reater will he the influx of mE'n from the 
other States. How Governments can hope 
sncccssfully to solv<' th0 problem of unem
ployment. not onh· in Queensland, but 
!lpparcntly in all the other States of Aus
tralia, io more than any hon. member on 
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t.he other side of the House has yet attempted 
to explain. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You are going the right 
wav to clo it now bv tho Government's 
agricultural scheme. '" 

Mr. POLLOCK: I ,,-ill have something 
to say about farming later on. Meantime 
the Government are keeping large numbers 
of n1en who woro created unomp1oycd in the 
other States of the Commomvcalth. Prior to 
the opcnlng of the :ougar season the sugar 
distrid: ar,; inundatPd with nl('n /ronl rho 
other State6 \Y.ho come here seeking employ
rncnt bccau~c there 1::' a Labonr Govern
rncnt in po ,'-er her~. 1_~he sh8ari ng inOustry, 
to a large extent, 1s bemg run by men from 
the other States-by men who come here 
because of the higher rates paid in that 
industry in Queensland, and I suppose tlw 
influx of men. for that reason, ,,.i]] be even 
greater as time goes on, now that we have 
a hip;her award in Queensland than has been 
granted b,v i·hu Commonwealth .\rbitration 
Cnurt for the othe-r States. 

Another thi•1g that the Queensland Go
ver_nmcnt have lfO po·wer to prevent, and 
whJCh the working people Gf Queensland 
should take 'tep, to alter at the next Federn l 
elections. is the influx of m0n who nme here 
with prO:ctically only ,,·hut they stand up in. 
It is not very long ago that I saw in the 
"Courier" a paragraph to the effect that 
a fine type of men were coming from other 
countries to this conntry to start a new life, 
and they were so bran· that all thev had 
'"" the clotl!C's the,v stood up in. Q-ueens
land does not want that type of imn1igrant. 
Qncensland elread,v has sufficient unem
ployed. So i1ave all the ot.her States, and, 
~os t~is q~1estion is entirely controlJc,d by th<' 
m1m1gratwn laws of the Commonwealth and 
lr the Commonwealth Government, then 
those who have votes to record at the next 
F0dcral ekctions should sec that onlv those 
irrtmi~~Tants who hav0 suffic>icnt to ~enable 
t.hem to start out for themsclvc- arc allowed 
to cornc to AuGtralia. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Some of the best men we 
have here came to Queensland without a 
shilling. · 

Mr. POLLOCK: Perhaps at the time thoBo 
n1eL c1n1c thoro were not so 1nanv other n1c•.n 
h~rc without a shilling. The - poFition i,; 
dlff{'ront to-day. I have nlreacly <'xpi :inccl 
that 1t IS not our 0\Yn uncmnlon·d only whmn 
wo a1·e looking after. It i~ the nn< 1.nploved 
of all tlw oth •r States, and that can be s~~n 
when I say that Juring an inYestigation of 
the police in \'Vinton la'.t vear thcv di:":<•vcred 
that out of 154 nwn com·icted, in \Vinton 
for various offence,, 151 of them were from 
other States. That i~ an inclication of the 
nnrn bl~r of 1ncn con1ing fron1 the other 
States to Queenslancl. 

The hon. member for Oxlev further said 
that in the northcrn part of Queensland 
f:f1Uottf'rs \Vcro givlhg a-way cows nnd calvt:)~ 
to l'Sll.pc the G.overnn1ent's cxtortiona.t(· 
ta.xatjon. 

Mr. ,J .• J O~ES: It is correct. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is not correct. although 
it is correct that l he hon. member for 
Oxle,v said so. The Commonwealth Govern
ment are ,doubl:v as harsh in their taxation 
of the pastoralists in that respect as the 
Queensland Governmont arc, because the 
Queensland lncome Tax Department 
charges only 15s. per calf as the natmal 

inorea.se. while the Federal Government 
r-.hargc the full Yalue of £3 per calf out
right~ 

Mr. J .. ToxEs: That is not true. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member may 
deny it, but if he will approach either of 
t.hfl Income Tax Departments he will find 
that the Commonwealth Go,-ernment charge 
£3 on the natural ine1·ease, while the Queens
land Government only charge 15s., making 
the added va luc of £3 during t.he second 
year. 

Mr. J. JoNES: That is £3 too much. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the Queensland Go
Ycrnmont are charging too much, then the 
Commomvealth Government are charging 
four times as much. Tha.t is only n.nother 
indication of t.hc loo·,o and inaccurate 
mPthods of the hon. men1bcr for Oxley. 

In c!Paling with education, t.ho bon. ruom
b,·r said that t hu children in the cities wor<' 
being taugl't. 011 eold c,~mcnt floors, and 
wero lKjng educated under the hardest pos
sible conditions. 

?vlr. ,J. J o:-n:s: There are no floors at all 
where I live. 

l\Ir. !'OLLO( 'K: All l havl' to sa'' to that 
is that it ic; a pit.v a lot of the city people arP 
Ilot as considPrrttc- ln the n1atter of odu8ation 
as :OOI!Je of on,_· bush peopl<c are. 

OPPOSITION l\l E:\1DERS : Hear, hear ! 

l\Ir. POLLOCK: I know that in most of 
the places iu 1r1y constituency out back, where 
they a.re glad to haYe a school at alL the 
corrnnittee g~~uerally rnanage to raise suffi
cient tnoney by n1canti of a social to erect a 
fence around the school, and carry ont 
repair, to the school building. In the cii, 
here all this \York seems to Le left to the 
Governrnent. 

l\Ir. l'ETRJ E : You arc wrong there. 

Mr. POLLCICK: I am only stating my 
oT.vn 011ini<)n, anll 111_'( experience of the. Edn
cation Department as l have found 1t. 
have neYer 0t approachrcl the Secrctan· 
for Publi(• In tnwtion in vain for the erec
tion of 11 new "'hool. I admit thr.t I ha.v•· 
r:mw to tlw Education Department asking 
for TC'paii.; to v<.-:_tion:3 schools, anJ that In~· 
rcquc~ts hnYe been n'fn:;e.J-and, I bcliPYc, 
right.l~T o \vhcn fre,h schools \YCrc required 
-bnt I havr' lllYCr yet gone to the' 
department a3king for a school to lw cshth
lishl'd ',c:-hPY(' there \\'ere suflicicnt children of 
school ag-P to wnrrant itd erecbon, \vithout 
having thot coLsidcration which was nt~cc 
snry ext<'lJclcd to ::ne by th~ departn,dnt .. 
That- is n g·ood deal to be a blo to s;r: ot 
tht~ dcpa rtm cnt. 

Ivir. ED\VARD~: IIo-, long does it tnk~' to 

get them P !'<'<'tc·cl ROn1ctimcs? 
1\lr. POLLO!'K: I have found no Yf'i"" 

great dc1a." iiJ having these matters attend('~{ 
to. In adclition to that, the hon. rnembc'r 
for Oxlc:·,· s<-Jid that tho schools were l)('i!l•.( 
stftrYPd. ·~lie ~:aid that ovr-rv,vhcn" thoro was 
an intlication that the GoY0rnn1£mt \VOrc not 
doing tlwi1· dutv in regard to the cdncn.tion 
o[ tlie chilclr<'ll.- If the Labour pqrty have 
not been doing their dut:· so frtr as 'duca,
tion is concerned, ,.-hat an awful me'·, the 
hon. mcmbt1 r's colleague~ n1ust hase been 
making of ech1cr,tion when they controlled 
the Government. I have here a table show
ing the cxpenditm·o bv the Liberal Govem
Inent during- thPir laSt six ~,Tear'3 of office·, 
and a comparison sho,ving tho arnoun~ 
expended on nducation during our six years 

Mr. Polloclc.l 
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<>f office to tho year ended 30th June. 1921. 
I find that, whel:Ca< on administration-and 
"darics, etc.-the late Liberal Government in 
that period spent £2.892.735: \\·e spent 
£5.118.860. On buildings-that i.', for all 
~('booh. including grarnmar schools and the 
Univcrsitv. whcrea' an amount of £520.857 
••·as spent for the six years ended 30th ,June, 
1915. vvc "P''nt £628.754 for the six years 
cndod 30th June, 1921. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: Tlw.t table is abso
lntd:,· again~t :;,'QU. 

'\lr. POLLOCK: Our increased expendi
ture over and above what was spent by the 
Liberal G-overnn1ent during their last sjx 
n•ars of office was £2.434.121 16s. lld.; and, 
in the face of that. tho hon. member for 
Cixlc•v has the dfronten to sav that the 
CoyC'1·nnwni arp :::;tarvillg thP 'educational 
:-;ervirC's of tl1Js Statr. 

The hem. membf'r wont Oil to criticisE' vvhat 
hP t 'rmod the Govprnn1cnt'Q. lax control of 
~ambling. So far as the '' Golclon Caf'kct" 
t:-> concerned, 1ny con~tituents would far 
rathc·r have the ''Golden Casket'' operated 
[,~, the QuoPnsland Governmput than they 
\Vould f::('C' 1t.;;; abolition flltd "rrattcr:-::aJJ's" 
.nf rrasmania pt:rn11tted to ('{ll'l',V on as it 
previous]·,· did---

Hnn. \Y. n. BARXE~: :'\o one IS 
nch-ohtting that. 

:\1;·. POLLOCK : For the rr:!'on that the 
ho"pitnl:'\ of Qu00TI:;:::1and an~ rc~ceiving a 
g-rcnt dc'd of bnn(•fit from "UoldP.n Cask0t" 
fu11d.". Th~' Hln!JC','. \\-hicb is bC'ill~.,;- n~;;cc1 to 
a::~:-:i~t lu ~pital,..;. i:o:.. in n1.' opinion. lwing well 
a!id ·,·i:-:el\· d].;tri1)1Lted. 1 call g"iYP an idea 
of t 1 ,, lH<-1l1n, y in whid1 cuuntry ho'3pitals 
art' b: the n1)(~rations of the 
" Co1ll··IJ ("' '' bv Ftating- that- for the 
Y('·~r 1920-1921 tlh-, \Y~:FJtOlJ 1I~):nital received 
.£1.050 15,, Rcl.: tlw Bonli>t Ho,pital. £243 
5c. 6rl.: llw Kvmma Hospital. £120 3s.; and 
tlw .JutJ<I:th tlchpital. £201 2s. 5cl. For the 
YPar 1921-1922 \Yinion r;·r·<>ivr•u £1.126 
is,. Bel.: Boulin. £810 6,. 4d.: Kv-nunn. £140 
18:::.; ;;n 1 .Tntulall £473 16--.. ldd.--sho\Ylng
Hmt over £5.000 ha.s been distributed among 
the h<'3pital; in the COlbtituenc, 1 rcpre
~Pnt durinf~ the pn~.t hYo ~vears. ::\'ot only 
has t,~wt llilppPnccl, bnt to-clay in the far 
\Vc .tern dish-icts of Qnoendand there is a 
droup-bt.. It 15 not nc-"8 rlv f-IO r-asv to f'ecure 
money from the citizens 'in that ]1art of the 
State as it was when scaPons o,yerc good, and 
these people ,,·ould not now bo able to carry 
on their hospitals so pfficic,~tl.v but for 
the f.Ub' id.'-' reeeived fron1 thP " Col den 
Caskc~t" funds, and n1aiJ.\· }w;;;pit-<tl-; in oth0r 
constituencies arc in a sin1ilar po:-.ition. It 
is not to lw expected that \'hen a drv R<'ason 
1~ p:xpcriPncPd in onP part of thO State, 
persons residing, f·a::, in Bri~ban<'. an" going 
to giv-e their monev in ordf'r to enable the 
people of the \Vest" to carry on their hospi
tals; and for this reason I belicv0 that tho 
(;ovcrnmcnt's policv of '" Golden Caskots" 
is not only permissible, lmt highly laudable. 
So far as the GoYernn1C'nt':-; aoTicultural 
poli(·y is concerned, I an1 11ot in ~ pof:ition 
to spPak with anv great degTe"' of authority. 
:\I:y 0xperiencc of. farming has bc011 mostly 
g-a1ncd fron1 \Yorlung 011 fan11~. following a 
plough, or acting as a general farrn hand; 
and, naturally, a man who has gained his 
cxpcricnc0 by working in an indl1strv such 
as that cannot be expected to have the same 
kno\vledgc of farming as, say, for instance. 
a city lawyer like tho holl. n10mber for 
Dalby, or a "ellcr of agricultural implmnonts, 

[Mr. Pollock. 

such as the hon. mcmlwr for Oxley. I 
admit that I shall be at· a disadvanta'go in 
speaking on such a maHN ItS that in com
parison \Vith those illu:;;trious hon. members; 
but. all the same. if I wr•re a farmer. I am 
quite satisfied that T would 0asilv be able to 
distinguish the difference bet,,;ecn a true 
farmer's representative and a produce agent, 
'vho for many years has been acting as a 
farmer of the fanner. 

At 4.40 p.m .. 

:\Ir. VOvVLES called attention to the state 
of tho House. 

Quorum formed. 

:!\'Ir. POLLOCK: There is no doubt that 
the Country party desire to attain power in 
Giueensland, and some of them are optimistic 
enough to expect that, after the next general 
t>leotion, they will be the Government, but 
I do not share that opinion. But if Queens
land wa·, so unfortunate as to be afflicted 
with the Country party and the Kationalist 
party, then the farmer would certainly be in 
a verv bad wa v afterwards. for the reason 
that the farmers of Queensland. frol11 what 
the,- hav-e heard from most of the men who 
co,;;pose the Kationalist party. can expect 
v-ery litle quarter from them. Every farmer 
should know that. owing to the peculiar state 
of parties in QueC'ns!and, the Country party 
( tnnot possjbly hope. under any circun1-
stanc~s. no matte;· \\'hat the rewlt of the 
g'f'ne1·al C'lL'dion rnight bP, to fonn a Goyern
ntent and carrv on \Vithont the co-operation 
.1nd as·,istance of the Nationalist party. The 
farmers know that. 

Mr. CoSTEI.LO: \Vhat about the Labour 
party'! 

Mr. POLLOCK: Healising that, the aver
age farnwr will want to kno-w juot what sort 
of a de1.l he can expect from a Gov0rnment 
in which the hon. member for DaJb, a.nd 
the bon. member for Aubigny are MinistNs, 
and in whose ranks also will probablv be 
found the hon. member for \Vind,or and tho 
hon. member for Bulimba. Thc're i• a com
bination of lawyers, farmers. and produce 
agents! It is unthinkable th·tt therP could 
be a Gov-ernment in Queensland without. 
there being in the Ministry a leavening of 
ropre-.cntafives of each part:-·. The average 
fanner ought to realise that from the produce 
:wont, who has boon his life-lonf! enornv. lu 
c;n. expect vNy little. All he ha' rec:'ivecl 
fi'Om !liP produce agent in the pac,t has been 
kicks. 1f euch a Ministrv did attain office, 
thC'n it \Yonl-0 be a cas~> Of " thP lion I:,~ing 
d~1wn '~\'ith the larnb.'' Thn hon. n1Cn1bcr for 
Bcclimba vv-ill appreciate that quotation, see 
ing that it corr1cs frmn I~aia.h. A 11yonn \Vh< 
kllo•,Ys the hon. member for \Vindsor would 
ncvr-r arcuse hin1 or the hon. nH"mber for 
Bulimba of being a. lamb. If the two parties 
opposite obta inC'd a majority at the < 1 'otions 
and wPre called upon to form a Govern
rncnt--

J--Ion. \Y. H. J3ARXES: \Vhy say " if " \Yhcn 
yon know it is a certainty·~ 

1\Ir. POLLOCK: We will oblige the hon. 
uwrnber bv supposing that it is a certainty. 
The,· arc fighting novr. The line of demarca
tion between the two parties in the country 
i.< suppose,-] to bo ve17 sharpl:v drawn. If, 
aft0e the election. in spite of their position 
to-cla,-. they obtain oflicc. the people who 
prm·idc• the fighting funds for this purposn 
will won insist, in order to keep the Labour 
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party out of oflic •·. that these parrie,; shall 
coalesce. Then 'Yill come the unholv alliance 
to which I have just referred. · 

Mr. Vowus: We have no fighting funds. 
\Vhcre arc they coming from" 

Mr. POLLOCK: No fighting funds! I 
direct the hon. member's attention to that 
little circular that "as issued bv the Pas
toralists' Association calling upoil its mem
bers for a levy in Ot'der to support both the 
Nationalist party and the Country party. 
·Or perhaps hon. gentlemen opposite would 
like to sec that circular ''herein the insur
ance agents of Queensland, in order to oust 
the State Insurance Office from its position 
. as the leader of the insurance business in 
this State, succeeded in getting sufficient 
money to enable the Opposition to carry on 
during the elections. It was the late Hon. 
T. J. Ryan who said that a good thing could 
not be repE·ated too often, and I propose· to 
give the Queensland farmer a further indi
cation of what he can expect if tho alliance 
l spoke of takes place after the next elec
tion. The hon. member for \Vin,hor was 
one of those who signed that petition "·heroin 
tlw Railway Department was '"kr'd to take 
some action to prm-ent newspapers get
ting the fqllest information with reference to 
consignrnents sent to pro-duce agents frorn 
time to time That circular was signed by 
Denham Bras_ and many othn produce 
''gents, including the present hon. member 
for Wind,or. 

Mr. J'\iOORE: \Ve have heard that before. 
This is tedious repetition. 

Mr. POLLOCK: This circular r·Platecl to 
the practice of the "CouriPr" of puhli,hing 
HIP li~ts and nurnbers of truck~, and read-

" \Ve understand the manner in hich 
the representatives of the paper '~Tt their 
inforrnation i:3 that they go ard look at 
the little ticket which is art"chcd to 
every truck, giving the truck llntuber and 
from where the truck comes. Might we 
suggc··t that these tickets should not be 
on the trucks at all; also, that books of 
the railway giving information abo11t thP 
place of loading of trucks bo kept pri
vate. . . . Of course, \VO are a\varc 
r·hat you c annat do anything to pre ,-ent 
J.hcm going to the shed and taking down 
the prices that produce bring·,, but. on 
tho other hand, you could a"ist u; 
greatly in giving such instruction:'~ as 
\VOu]d ensure a little privac~~ in our 
business tramactions. . . . \V" would 
esteem it a great favour if you would 
kindly instruct all officers of yours who 
have to do with a'h-icc note,.. also tho' e 
who arc in po,session of the book; with 
the information regardiug where the 
truck is from, to kindly keep this informa
tion strictly private and not to give it 
to any representatives of the news
papers." 

That is an indication of just what sympathy 
the leaders of the presE'nt Nationalist party, 
who must coak,ce with the Country party, 
have for the farmers. 

Hon. \V. I-I BARXES: You don't suggest 
that I signed it? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I suggest that. if the hon. 
gentleman did not sign it, he agreed to it. 

Mr. STOPFORD: He inspired it. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Nonsense: 

Mr. POLLOCK: It ia just what the hon. 
gentlernan ~vould agree to. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You cannot find my 
name there. 

Mr. POLI.OCK : I do not doubt that the 
hon. gentleman did not sign it. l said before 
that the hon. gentleman was no lamb. and 
it is not likely he would be found signing a 
public document which, later on in his politi
cal life, might be used against him. But he 
got the other lamb, the hon. member for 
\Vindsor. to sign it. 'l'hat hon. gentleman 
did not know that one day he would become 
the hon. member for \Vindsor, and that he 
would be leading the Nationalist party, from 
the leadership of which he depo''ed the hon . 
member for Bulimba. 

lion. W. H. 13ARXES: Ho did not. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Well, you were leader. 
and he was not; now he is leader, and 
you are not. \Ve heard a great deal 
from the hon. member for Oxley as to how 
the railways should be made to pay. We 
heard from him that the railways were going 
to the bad. He said that the Government 
should make an effort to pull themselves 
together and straighten out the finances, 
particular!~- in regard to the railways. He 
did not tell us how this was to be done; in 
fact, during the course of his whole speech 
he entirely omitted any rcferenc! ac, to how 
the Goyernment might economise. He merely 
said that the Government w.•re spending 
more money than tlH'V ought to do, bnt he 
did not sa V how t!Jc should alter their 
spending- calmciti,,s or how they should econo
rnise. I-I is speech wa::- a ti :.~u(' of generali
ties from bPginning to end, and he made no 
effort to proYe his case. I propose to show 
''-hat the Gm ernment ha Ye do"e for the 
fanners and graziers of Queen,land in the 
waY of freight, on their tack. \Vo have 
heard a goo'd deal about the <kficit on the 
railwavs. and about t!w clif!icultir< that thP 
cattl0-0wnc-r', have- in HHtkiug cnrl::;; meet at 
the pr< .ent time. 'l'hat is not the fanlt of 
the GoYernment. Tlw Go,-ernmcnt. so far. 
lHlYC been more couf:iderote to tlu~ grazier:-: 
and farmPrs in Queensland in thr' matter of 
railway fn~ights and other prol ·ctlon than 
any other Government in Austra1ia. 

At 5 p.m., 
Mr. \VALKER (Cooroora), one of the panel 

of Temporary Clwirmen, relieved the Speaker 
in the chair. 

Mr. POLLOCK : I challenge contradiction 
on that point. It \Yas the hon. mcmbPr 
for Windsor, speaking on behalf of the 
Nationalist party. who said that the wa~· 
in \Yhich he would make tbe railways pay 
\Yould be by increasing fares llnd freights. 

:VIr. MA X WELL: \VhNe? 

Mr. POLLOCK: H<l said. throughout the 
whole of the State. 

Mr. J\;lAxWELL: He did not. 

:\1r. POLLOCK: \Vher0 would hn increas<' 
fm'es and freights? \Voulrl he increase 
freight' in the city? What fr''ights are thc:·o 
iu the citv? The cities prccluco for the raii
W[lV" nra~·ti('.•llY only fare~. Th0rc i~ ver:\· 
little r'r"ight b1;.t that to ar1d from the co:m
trc·. so that. if the hall. 1t1embcr '·"'s trclkmg 
or' inf'rt~Clsing fn'ight·,, h(' rould onJ:v have 
been Ldking of frC'jghts to anll frorn the 
countr~·-

~\'fr. ::\loon£: \Yhy did you not read his 
speech? 

1llr. Pollock.] 
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Mr. POLLOCK : I clid read his speech. 
and that is the onl:;· conclusion I can come 
to. 

i\ir. Vovn.Es: He specified preferential 
mt<es to farmer, in distant places. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I want to show that the 
Queensland rate on stock for daughter-and 
this comes very near to the cattle-owners of 
t)ucensland-is 6s. 6d. per· hoad per 100 miles, 
"hilst in New South Wales it is 10s. lld. 

2\1r. Nl OORE: It on le· opera tcs coming to 
Brisbane. 

Mr. l'OLLOC:K: Those arc the average 
ratC'S. rrhey operate COining tO QTdinary 
works in Queensland. I do not intend to 
allow the hon. member· to take out of rw: 
1nouth infon11abon I have asked for and 
obtained fl·orn rho CDnllni sioncL ~rho Con:1~ 
missioncr says that the> rates are 10s. 11d. 
in 1\'ew South \Vak~; lls. ld. in -v-ictoria; 
lOe. 9d. in 8outi1 Australia: 12s. 6cl. in 
'Vestern Australia; and Ss. ·2d. in South 
Africa. I haYc here a compari on of rates 
from 100 to 1,000 miles, und any member can 
: ce it if he is doubtful. 

Mr. MooRE: But outside Brisbane they 
pay the same rute. 

Mr. l'OLLOC:K: The Queensland rate on 
sheep for slam(llter is 8d. per head per 100 
milP'·,; ls. ld. in ~0\V South \Vale::;; ls. ld. 
in Victoria; 10d. in South Au tralia; ls. in 
Western Australia; and ls. 2C:. in South 
Africa. J'\ot onlv have we the lov. et rat· , 
on stock for slaughter, but we have also the 
lowe·t freights on all other agricultural pro· 
duce, dc-pite tho fact that in Quc'Jn,Jand we 
pay higher v;agcs. giYe shorter hours, and 
have a longer and harder railway system to 
rnanagc 

Mr. MOORE: And a bigger lo". 

Mr. POLLOCK: WD can take Victoria. 
a small, compact State, but which charges 
between 40 per cent. and 50 per cent. more 
than {iucenslaud. They hav<' a Tor-- Govern
ill('llt then', yet in f:pito of these facts, hnn. 
1ncmbPr) opposite iusl~t that the (~uc·en;;lanll 
Govcrlln1f?nt arc dJing· ncthing to assist 
pritnary indu ;tries. If the GoYcrnnlC'nt 
wanted to make the r~ilwa:s pay, all thev 
would have· to do would b to put up freights 
j,,, the level h»vo n·aelred in thr• other 
States of 

Mr. :iVIOORic: 1\'on, cnsc. 

1Tr. POLLOCI\:_: If \VO were to increa.3e 
f1·eight·j, ·without 1nnkins~ any aJlowauee for 
iucr(':'sccl \Y·1gcs and better conditio11s here) 
\Ve would have a y~:rv rnPch ~~ nallC'r deficit 
on the rJllv.-ay ;. I '~'ant to sho\v thrt the 
Government are the' friends of the formers 
in l'CRpcct of the freight~ {)fl a~~ricnltural 
produee. The c:l1nrgc on truck loud to ports 
in Quf'e-nslnnd is 3-..:. lOd. per ton for every 
~:-, n1iles; in N •w Scmth \'~;"ale- it 1~3 4~3. (4~'-
4d. on hn.y nnd C'h'cff); in Victoria 4s. 2d.; 
South .Anstralia 5s. 9J. (hav and chaff 6s. 
lJ.); and i11 \Y c~tcrn _} ___ u.~tralia 6s. lOd. 
TherP. aguin. wo are fro1n 15 TH ,. cent. to 
7.5 per cent. lower th U"I any of the Tory
~o,·erned St "!.1c) in _\usiTalia Y( t hon. n1en1-
bcrs oppo>itc t<'!l us that the:-- DJ'e th•' frieDds 
of Hw farnH'r ', and the hon. rnPrnber for 
\Vind~'cr. wl1o v, ants to "!.~alse t1W"l0 fre1ghtf. 
c:.f course .::ay,, that he al~o is HH~ friend fJf 

tho f::~.rmer ~~;hr•n 1'.0 is trying to get into the 
~.Iini ,trv '' ith 7he nH:mbers now ou thP front 
Opposit.ion bench. The farmors of Qnccns
!and, if they \vonld only rPacl the c·on1parison 

[;lJr. Pollock. 

of nd:r"' C'ltar,gcd on the railways by Quccu"' 
land UHl other Stnt"s, nnd rcmNnbeJ the 
concP·,.sion~ given to them by th--_) Qutc:1sland 
Govcrnrr.Pllt a;:;; con1parcd v.-ith other Gover1l
UH'nt"i. \Yonld nuver vote for hon. rn~ 1nbcrs 
oppooite. Ju Quecnsb:ud, on 1-ton lots of 
barley, bran, pollard, flour. \Vhe:1t, grain. 
rnaizP, stnnv, ('h~ff, and vcget[lblt:s the eharg(• 
].., 4~. 7J. pc·r ton for evcrv 25 milE'·"; in Ne'< 
South vValr" it is 10.·. 5(!.; in Yic:tDri<~ 8'. 
2d.; iu South _\u tralin 10,. 2cl.; nnd iH 
\Vestcrn .'l.ustralia lls. lcl. ; and cdl thosr' 
Stat0s are governed by Ministries composed 
of alleged friends of the frumcr~ such as hon. 
mc~nbers opposite". On butter and chco~e-in 
order to give a little diversion to th·,so who 
would like to know what m·c the ('neeTJs]and 
Govcrninent f'hurge-; on other - artic1es
QucPnslnnd charges 7s. 11<~. pe>r 1on fo1~ 25 
milcs: :1'\ow South vValcs lO.s. 5d.; Victoria 
7s. 4d. (for ton lots only); S"ntr1 /\ustrali" 
13s. 4d.; a.nd Awtn lia l4s. lOd. 
Thl'l'O, agair1 <.J1'f' fl·'1p:~t ]r'.Yi8'l. bv tJH· 
hi~nd; of the farmers upon th{ ir friends. 
the farmerc. 

:\fr. ]\'loom:: \\~hnt arc they on 5-cwt. lot's 9 

JVIr. POLLOCK: The hon. mc·rnb· 1 'c-; (rH

stitucnts an· r~ot nuitc ~uch ::;tunid busine~5: 
1nen n.s }H• would leatl tu t·1 bolicYc. I arn 
fl_ujtc~ sure thnt 
worth unY 
5 cwt. of 'chc<'r'c. 

at }pn·"i no farLlC'l' 
\Vonld E:c·nd a" . '!-' 

i\Tr. i\Ioom:: It rs not the farmers.: it 
i h" fa{'torit:~. 

1\h. T'OI,LOCK: No other GoY01"11 1enr in 
Austrcdia ha vc~ g:ive:1 the fnrm('rs the co~C("..;. 
slow~ the Queensland G-overn1nent ~ave giv ... •n 
th('l11 and at·c ::ri ving th('nl, as CYl' ~cnepd ~1::~ 
thPse tables. Not only_ thf1t. bnt dnri2g th•; 
debate on the Addr 'SS m R-pl·: the wuolP o, 
the statements made bv Opposition members 
c:re an i:ndiration that in deb:1ting tbls mattc1~ 
they are not to be trn•,tcd to m a kc out a 
en,;.;~ that is correct; and. rlft~·r a~l. n~ morP 
S{:rious charge can bn iPv,.lh·d. flg"aHl::>t n 
publi(' rnan ur any body <'f puqw n1en thar. 
th'It thPY nre- inrorrcct 1n tl10 st<tc!ncn 1 the·~, 
n1;kc as· r(· ponsiblo l·cprc-scntntive1 in Parlia
m<'nt. 

rrh0 hon. rrl0J11bf'-r for Ox1l'V, for 0nj-, i!_~l/l 
otl, 0 r hon. nlC'lTibf'rs '\ ho has~ SlFlkPn w}n t•.· 
}0~-plJ]ng Y<Htn~ chnrges f! U"ai~ t thf' G~vf'rn
HJrnt.. have simply n:prnt.•d. l1k0 1:nrro_..;;, t1li 
lll.f'tcdal iheY read cyr·r~~· lllOrnnHr, 1~ 

1 
rh~· 

"Conr1r·r" and otlH'!' rL 1l:·- pnrv'r"' .'~.nt,~out 
ha-Yin!4' mHdP any efl'ort to ;::n, tnnt.,'~tc tln: 
rh:-·rp:0 . J l1opp tJwr duri11.--.; the crtu:r:;;e ot 
tl1is dcbntr-, if othr'r 0:1no~i1·ion rrH~nl"-lf'l'~ art· 

dc:;;;iron:::. nf nwking- "h~rg·0s <lf.!"l~'' t ~hP 
(~on•rn' n11L tltev ~,;j:l l)r1nr:-: forward ~Oi~H' 
~ll1Jstan ti a tion. 

~Ir. I'\{ l'l_lT (,".'frrnl ?!) : I dr·~~rf' to 
fw1v \\'ords, ~inr0 t~H~ oppor:u"'-itv of 
011 thr• Add!<'~" in Hcpl~7 is ~tn] our~. 
particularly ph . ' 1 vYith , 1ot of tlt0 

1nt:ion forcC', ,t in the Gnn'rncr's 
T'r.:mir•t', ;n S)H'rtkin r. dVI'{'1t 
the R,g'ricvltnral po]~cy h~· lv:" hrnn.o:ht-
I 11111 rr·ady to nn:o;h thr1t ns far as \ 
can to a s{Jcccssfu1 i:::.:::uC'. n. I,~ah(~ur 
GoYcrnn•nnt arP brillp;ln~!' it f(JJ'"i\":1 rd it do('::: 
rot necc sari1:v fo11o,;- that it ]...: nf no u .c 
I rC'rta)nlv bt•1ieYE.' th:::.t " < li1 cn'TlC nnt 
of N~tz;:n(~th." I fllTI to rnfl.ke thi~ 
,,rhPli1C' rs fnr-rcachinll" n-~ pn5::.;-lb1c. 
get it -!ntn operation ~1 :i qlu"f.k}v ~"' 
I wonld b" ycrv sorr .. tn ec,, that I -,-·'" 
prepared to >mp)1ort the particular Gm ern
mcnt who haYc launched this scheme. do 
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not think tl1at I and 111v brother farlnc·r~ 
can be blamed if \;·p L)ok a~·kancc at anvthln~_~: 
the,v do. During the lJast five or six· year~ 
we h[i,VC expericL~cd the effPct of the legisla
tion of the lH'C·-ent U:ovc,rnmcnt. 
. J\.Ir. PEASE: Thu y.-ay thc_1 n1ude the sugn r 
1ndustry. 

::\h. :\OTT: ;-)cJlm' little time ago confer
cr.c~-·~ ~, '-'r h ld at -,. hlcll the various bod:es 
eonr•ech:cl \' ith th(• sug~u· jndustrv \\'ere n)lJl'<'
Sf'nted, and · e (iud that the sugar veoplc 
werp nn.1!1imons i11 putting thcrn.s!'lvcg 1n tlw 
hand,. not of thP Go,·cmmcnt but of lhc-
Frdcral "uthorities. · ' 

l\Ir. 1)E.~ . ..- : \\-Iwt an~ tl:c.• Fedl.'rai Goyenl
Jll.·Lt doi11g for tlh'lll? 

1\lr. 1\{)TT: In the tinw of tlw Denha1u 
GovcTHllL'!~t I was a n1i:l owu 'r and sugar
gro·wc-r. I do I>Jt. think that UoYel'Inncnt did 
<'Lnything to helll tlw .StlLNlr industrv -..vhcm 
tl~-. ~ liance "as thPlrs. 'rn i he Bul~H1aberg 
rL~tr1rt I wa~, a ked \Yhr:i. v.,:c were to do. 
I s.1id we wer_ bct\>:een ihc dcYil aud the 
dup blue SL'a. 1 am particularly glad that 
;·"·n are )fctting awa;.r frcr:n L:)th by having 
~IC'l''! a Countl'y part:.· y·dnclJ luoks after the 
IntcrC>si , not only of the ugar industry, but 
of ('YC ·:-· suLn·_ .. ·e of production, a.nd of all 
tht: sPcorHlal'y nuJustri1..; throughout the Statt.', 

J\J:r. PE.\,:,£: ~\lr. JlughL'S thinl-::s \C'l'l.' litt11' 
of the Cot.tlltr,y part::. ~ I-Io ~a.id thev" would 
haYe ix s:=:-ats after thi~ C'h..-:;tion. ~ 

Mr. :\OTT: In spite of that. wjth :M>. 
Jiug·hcs HI d1arge, tl1c su:: :r i~'dustrv u 
9uite. ~ti.ficd to wot·k ulldt J' tht~ agree[fieut 
1~1. ex1stence at tJ1c lH'l'SL'nt tinlf'. I a.n ccr
tftln the·.;· \You1r1 rathur tru3t the Fcdern; 
authoritic-.;. l'Y('Il 'With that courao·eau. liUlr• 
imp, Mr. Hughes, in charge, thu~ trust the 
pre:;ent Labour UoYernnH..:Ilt in QnccnFland 

Mr. COLLI:\S: \Vhat rot! 

~.It-. ~Cl TT: Tlwn '' e ha Ye experience of 
the nu1.;:ne1· in \Vlli(·.h the Lnbo'--ll' GoYc>rH
~r.wt:t hrtYe trcatl'd the pn:-:tornJii:lts. sinm' th• 
t1mu \·vhcn the late :\1r. H..Yan thrca.teneci tlic:t 
ho \\ ndd rua.ke the pa~toro 1)~-:ts squeaL t 
belie...-e ~he (;oY~'lTirncnt lw , .. c hPcn very sut·. 
CG'~ful Jn irlak.J~_t~' the pt" ,fora1i::~ts _pl'.' l; 
but the pn tor a llst.s n.rc nut aloac ili thc;r 
f,quealing. 

l:.Ir. POLLO\'K: _\re ~vou SUl". :J.Tr. H.yan sai•i 
rh· t? 

1\Lr. :'\OTT: I rhink :1Ir. R:cau said it. 
J\lr. POLLOCK: rl'hat 1s ju-t Hltothcr of thr:

loosf~ st:ltC'n:Jcnt:3 you pe01)lc ruakc. 

J' I r . .:\OTT : J vvill coJnc to another ~nat:..- r 
which 1~ Jllor,~ 11carlv rel~ltt>d to thu aoTi
cuUural. "'C'hC'r!~le. I do !JOt thir~k the dairy
ll1Pl1 ,,,J!j ea~d.y for,1,·et tlte tn.•atn1ect tllf'v 
rcc~i,·pd jll h'g"_ard to i-hl' coilHnar::doer]ng c;f 
then bnt!-u·. They 'vill fui·gt_: that. wh0·1 
the_y might haYl' been to oL~.1.in up t:J 
?74s. for th ir butter, th'' l'ricc;.fixin·, Com· 
mi''.sioner fixed a nrice 30s. lower than 

l Ju!d hav_o got by sclliug it for P'\.port. 
Tn ~nng tllJs polir.v forward, th~' f'n'nlicr 
hopt.''> dwt thche thing~' \v}ll be fo:·g·ottcn; 
hnt the: actlon3 ()f th~~ Labour Govt'l'IilnCnl 
durin:~ r c last fliX years are not likely to Le· 
forgotten. · 

Leaking back ovL'l' 1-hat period, one cannot 
but be iupresscd with the fact that tho 
Labour Go\·t rnrnent have been doino- their 
ut· ost to c ::plait Queensland for t,he "'aclvan
tage of their militrmt ,,upportcr.<. Those sup· 
portf'rs ha YC 1wou :-10 erH.:auragcd b._,v PUC{'C:;s 

uml ll,· the ,ympathy they have received, 
that thcv have become a, veritable l?ranken, 
stein. rl1 h(•ir insatiable dcrnandcl have b~c_;cn 
backed up by imphcablo dctonninatio1J. 
They have driven, ar:.d arc now driv1"ng, thi.:;;. 
Goycrnint'nt to enn,ct legislation which is 
incon1In-f'hen.,.iblc when oue cons:ders that tlu~ 
Labour party alway:i c:lairncd to star-d for 
dcmocra{'y. The actions of the GovernnH'llr 
during the pa~t six Ol' seven yuars furuisl1 
n rea se ·1 for our being here wit~ a rn~ h 
~PS~io_n. rfo 111.Y 1nind, this agricultural po\J<:)" 
1-.: be·Ing pu.sh.:'d, not \Vith the jclca of a~sisl-

tho JJlill: nu the land. but because of th 
tlwt so1nr:- tinw ago the Governrncnt had 

a 1najorit)' of -over -twenty, whereas tlo\ 

their rnajority is one. 

A Go\.EHN)IEN"T ME"""IBER: No, two. 

ii'Ir. ::\OTT : An effective ono, and a 
T1tUnPrica1 two. 'l'his a-gricultural policv· 
that ie Jmmght forward by the Governmer;t 
doL'S not '3el"In to me to be consistent with 
their Jlolicy ·when they rose to the zenith 
of their pm' or. At that time they came 
back to this House with a very strong 
majority with '' cry of high wages, shorter 
hours, and ehoap food, and now we find 
that they arc beginning to reduce wages. 
Certainly, in the advocacy of this agricul· 
tnral policy, they are advocating dearer food. 
Lecanse, if tho cchem<J is insisted upon, it 
WJII have the effect of increasing the price 
of food to the city worker. 

. Mr. PEASE: Will you take up that attitude 
1 n connection with the sugar industry? 

Mr. NOTT: The Labour party, in bring
ing forward this policy, are ratting on the 
objective on which they were elected. 

Mr. PEASE: You are ratting on your 
fellow sugar workers and farmers. 

Mr. NOTT : The Premier, in enunciating 
hi;; agricultural policy at Lowood, in answer 
to a question put by me, admitted that 
perhaps the Labour part.v had been very 
dilatory in bringing in this legislation to 
a;;cist the farmers, and in reply to another 
question put Ly me, as to why his Govern· 
mont had del.lyed for the whole of the six 
years that they were in power, he said it 
was becaus" there was such a lot for the, 
Labour party tn do, and they had so very 
little time to do it in The excuse as to 
time goes for nothing. because \VC have 
been in reel'fiS quite a long time, and this 
:-:ession, so far ns the Prmnier js concerned. 
is ccrto,inly intended to be very short and 
s~arp. 'l'he (;overnment have delayed for 
~llX :VC'Ul'S. 

,\1r. PEASE: 'That is not true. Do you 
think that the Upper House wonld have 
passed any legdation like that before there 
was a Labour majority there? 

::',fr. NOT'l': I asked the Prcmi0r at Lo· 
wood. if he was so careful and so zealous 
m his drsire to <>"sist the man in the 
countr:c, why the commiSSion responsible 
for tho ~Iteration of the boundo ries of the 
electorates had soon (it to a'Jolish three 
"lectorates represented by genuine Country 
members out of the four that are to be 
abolished. 

Mr. COLLINS: Where are those genuine 
Country party members? 

Mr. BEnBINGTON: 24,000 country people 
were disfranchised. 

Mr. NOTT: The Premier. in his reply. 
st>1tcd that the ability and the integrity of 
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tht· Cnnnllissicu "\Vere unquL>tionablL·. The 
Jinding of this Con1n1ission has the sanF~ 
<'ff,,d 'IS the finding of a Commission, if ono 
had been so appointed, to inq11ire into 
whether the Government in po·"·"r during 
thP last six years had been successful in 
developing the country outside the indus· 
trial centres. The Commission, by their find. 
ing rP"ulting in the abolition of those three 
eountr.v electorates, have ab•,olutPly proved 
that the Labour party's policy during the 
past six y0ars has boon ab,olutely detri· 
1nental to tho country's interests. 

l\ir. CoLLT)IS: We made regulations undcr 
t h(' Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act 
on two different occasions. 

Jl,fr. NOTT: The Government have abso· 
lute];· f11iled to develop the State outside the 
industrial centres. Manv hon. members arc 
'<'ontinually quoting tlH· ·increase of popula
tion in the industrial centres and in the 
sugar districts. I admit that population is 
increa,ing ri.,ht throu~:;h the eugar districts, 
1111d I hope it will continue. 'That increase in 
population is due to the favourable agreement 
which is at present in existence. If you look 
np the records, ,·ou will find that· right from 
the inception of the sugar industrv it has been 
,teadily developing, notwithsta11ding that on 
1nan v occasions it received vcrv he a v•,y and 
hard knocks from past Goven1ments." 'The 
hon. member for Gregory mentioned that 
number of men were flocking to Queensland 
from the otheT States in order to work in 
the sup.:ar industry. That has always been 
the po~ition. T·\·cntJ-.~fiye y0ar~ o1· n1ore ag6. 
'Ylwn I was inll'rested in sugar-mills and 
~ngar plantations. W{' had a nnrnber of men 
vdlo carnc r~'£nlarlv everv s01~on from 
Southern Stn tc',' to \\~ork in· tlw c war fields 
<-1Dd sur-ar-mil1s during· the sca~on, and then 
returned to thcrr homes. J ha YO in mind 
the casn of or:c man who did th<',t for seven
teen y,mrs \vithont a break. 

:\h. BARBCR: 'I hey g·ot ]m,- wa'cL in those 
days. 

:\Ir. NOTT: Il paid tlwm t<> corn<' up 
from as far f'.JUth as Adelaide in order to 
get the \Vage3 that \VPrc paid in those days~ 
and then go tack again. 

:1Ir. BARBER: They wero paid about 15s. 
" week, an cl thev used to walk uack\\'a.rd' 
and forwards. · 

Mr. NOTT: Are not tlw farmers iustified 
in being somewhat suspicious of this agri
<>ultural policy? I think they will be sus· 
pieious, and vou cannot blame them so 
long as the polic;~· is up in tho <eir, and until 
they begin to seo that it is aetnally doing 
some good. 

I\Jr. PEASE: Tho farmers arc not ~uspif'ious. 
Tt is only .mur so-called CDnntry party 
nlPrn b0rs 1vho are suspicious. 

Mr. NOTT: I will now clca l with irriga· 
tion. 

:Mr. COLLIXS: Don't "tart criticising irri-
Ration unlPss you know soruothin!-!." about it. 

.-\t 5.30 p.m., 
The SrEAKEH resumed the chair. 

:\Tr. NOTT: The sehcmes that are being 
advocated are ccrtainlv schf'mes that eventn
" lly will po•,sibly be 'of very great use. I 
notice that cvi dence has been ta.ken bv the 
Pnblic \Vorks Commission in connection' with 
rhe construction of a dam in the Nathan 
Gorge in the Dawson Valley, and I have 
learned that a tremendous bodv of water 
will be impounded, excee-ding tl!at hold by 
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thP Burrinjuck darn i11 :\'"cv; South VValt·~. 
The enl!incors who gave evidence before tlrP 
Public Works Commission estimate the scheme 
will cost something like half a million poundo. 
During the past fi\re or six years the Govern· 
mcnt have expended 'nmething over £400.000 
in doles to the unemployed, and, if they had 
got value in work for that £400.000. it 
would have ~one a long way towar·ds the 
building of that dam. 

Reference is made in the Speech to cotton
growing. Cotton-growing in <:;'ueensland is 
no new industrJ. :1\iany years ago thore vvere 
14.000 acres under cotton in the vicinity of 
Ipswich, and for quite a number of years 
'mall areas of the crop were grown in that 
district. In the Cairns district in 1907 there 
v as also a good area put under cotton. 
There can be no question but that cotton
growing is likely to bring a good de»l of 
money into Queensland from outside, and, so 
lonrr as the f[l'O'Vers have a guarantee of 5~d. 
pc/'!b .. the industry will b,, remunerative. 

The SECRETARY }'OR MIXES: The Govern· 
ment guaranteed that as a conce-ssion. 

Mr. NO'l'T: The hon. gent] Pm an claims 
it as a Government concession. rrhc Prmnicr, 
when speaking, gaye credit to Mr. Cnwford 
Vaughan and l\!Ir. Daniel ,Tones for what 
they had done in encouraging the growing 
of cotton. I dar0,ay the hon. gentleman 
could have mentioned one or t\1-o more who 
deserve a gre~t deal of credit. and I would 
like to ask this question: Did not the late 
Agent-General. Mr. Hunter, ha\'C a good 
deal to do with the arrangement for the 
guarantee of 5~d. per lb. for seed-cotton? 

The SECRf~TARY FOR AGRICCLTl:RE: ·with the 
ro-operrtion of the Pren1ier, vdwn he 'vas 
in England. 

Mr. :'\OTT: Yet Mr. Hunter was not 
tncntionod bv the Pn1 Ini. r. Thct") tll'P 

several others aleo who have advocated thP 
ITrowing of cotton in Queensland for several 
~oars. For instance, the late editor of the 
·'" Agrjculturnl tTournaL" 1\'In,ior Bo,~d, was 
very insi,,tcnt on the poscibilities of cotton
~rowing in Quer,nsland. In spite of what thP 
Goyernmont ar<' doing. I would advjsc them 
to he somewhat cautious in extending the 
cotton areas to any great cxtc11t. unle~s they 
{iret of all make ure that the price of tlw 
f'rop ca.n bo guarant0E'd for ~onw considerable 
ti1ne. Thr·re is anothcl~ Ln:tor that rrHJ.y po~
sihly help to make cotton-growing: a valuable 
industrv to the State. That is. the nroduc· 
tion o( oil from the cotton S' rd awl also the 
n'" of the pre>·3ed s0ed as a food for dairy 
cattle. 

I mentioned once before that. apart f~·om 
these new indu.:;;triPs. such as cntton-~rO"':'!Ing;, 
a great deal might be done to improve the 
condition of C''t·rblishcd inductri0s. snch as 
mnizcgTo,dng and the dairying· nnd pnstoral 
lndustries. bec1.use thev extf,nd o,-or a ver.v 
much greater arPa than cotton-9:ro\Ying clo0s 
at the present time. or is like!;~· to do for 
some considerable time. 

Srm1e tim0 l'H!'0 th0 lPnrl0r of tlF' -:\ntion't1ist 
partv referred to otl1er Cl'ops that mi~:;ht be 
f!l'O''i~n. and h0 n10nt1on0d CO('oa. There IS 

,{nothcr eron el;o that mi,,ht lw gTown. As 
a rnatter of fact. thPrr• are Yfrv fe\V crops 
th8t ca.nnot lw £rl'O,Yn succes.,fnlly in Queens 
land so far as the climate and soil arc con
cerned. \Ye ha Ye the climate and soil to 
'uit almost anv crop in the \\·odd. There ie 
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u~efu1 to dair,\'111011. Thnt 1:.-; 1111r111 o. ..\t t1Je 
prc>scut time the rr1atcrials n:-;.pcJ i11 the lllaking 
<Jf ehef'>c cost quite a lot, as compared with 
the expense of their 1nanufacturc. Anatto 
i . .:; a crop ihnt grows very PH:'lily, and it is 
\'l'l'Y eaf'.V to ha rye t and lnanufactur('. 

The PREmEH: vVhat pa rticnlar variety 
would you recommend? 

Mr. NOTT: So far as know, two 
varieties have been tried in Qupcmsland, and 
the variety known by the botanical name of 
"Hixa Orellana" 'vill grm1· successfully. 
Already anatto manufactured in Queensland 
has beon used in sorne of our factories for 
rho colouring of butter and chPoso. 

A number of returned soldiers havl' been 
·nttlod in my electorate, and I regret to say 
that a number of thorn are leaving tho land, 
.md a groat many more will have to leave. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You advocated settling them 
there. You are partly responsible. 

Mr. NOTT: The soldiers on this scttlc,ment 
have . been settled on some of the poon·dt 
land rt rs possrble to find. Those responsiblE• 
should have inspected the land before asking 
the soldrers to go there. The capital value 
Df the land :vhen it has rPached the produc
tive stage wrll be from £25 to £30 an acn'. 
while there is an established farm in the 
oame district with trees in bearing, buildings 
·Prectecl, and also cow-baih and milking
~bed~ that the soldi0r~ havp not got. and thP 
vwner is ready to sell it at £8 an acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLJC' fA:-;n~: \Yh<'rc· 
1, that? 

Mr. NOTT : At Coomim·;t. I Yf'ntnre to 
say that, if a member of tlw C'ountl'y part,,
had bPen on the Land Sett1Ptl1Pllt Committec•, 
the soldiers would never han; lwon settled 
·on land of such poor quality. 

The S~CRETARY FOil P;:BLIC: L.IXDS: Yon 
\VOtdd havo received the E-anu_' n'ports that 
WC did. 

Mr. J\rORG.\X : \Ye would ha V<' inspectr-d 
the lancl. 

The SECRI:TARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: vVhy? 
Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: VY0 arc practical ~Pn: 

TOU arc not; that is the differf>nce. 

Mr. "\OTT : The l0ader of the Nationalist 
part0- was on the committee. and I knm.
that he has been over that land time and 

gain, ancl yet the soldiers arc thure. 
The first object of raihm\ 3 in a State like 

·Queensland shoulcl certrrin~y be the develop
ment of the country; but, rf the S<-ttlers were 
encouraged and prospered as they should 
prosper, the railwavs would have a verv 
much better chance' of paying than the)' 
have at the present time. Thei-e ha vo beeil 
a lot of comparisons made of the Qneensland 
railways with the railways in the other 
States of Australia. I am glad that in 
Queen-land '"" hflYe the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, 
and not the wrdor gauge. because. if we 
had the wider gauge. wo should have a less 
rnileage of raihva:·. , and a grPatcr arnount. 
of mono.: to pay interest on. vVith a wider 
g.augo, if there was any attempt at any 
t1mo to save loss on the ralhvays. freights 
would have to be pnt very much higher 
than they are at the present tinw. The hon. 
Inember for Grcgory mentioned an i11crca.sc 
in freights as one of the means bY which 
the railways could be nutdC' to pa0< but 1 
venture to sa~· that, if vou 'Yore to raise 
freights any higher than" they are now. thP 
traffic would fall oiT to such an extent that 
there would be a greater lo" than over. 

The matter of forestry has perhaps not 
received much attention from a great number 
of people in Queensland so far, but it is a. 
thing which will increase in importance as 
time goes on. In my locality there are 
qome fairly large r0'3CrYations for fore~try. 
I am gi vcn to understand that. although 
a very largo ( xpenditure i-. anticipat.?d in 
th•' vicinity of Yarraman and Blackbutt, no 
n•RponRible J\finistor or anyone cl~c has in
>pected those forests. in connection with 
which a trom•'ndous expenditure is likely 
to take place this year and in future years. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIO LA)[DS : Is every 
'\linister supposed to be an expert in every
thing? 

Mr. NOTT: The Minister is certainly not 
.-upposed to he an expert in everything, but 
h., ought to have the interests of the State 
>o much at heart. as to make a· personal 
inspection where a. large cxpNHiiture is 
concerned, so as to become better acquainted 
"·ith what is taking place. It would cer
tainly give the people in the locality greater 
conftdenoe in the expenditure of the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : I will 
go up there at the first favourable oppor
tunity. 

Mr. !\'OTT: Thank you. (Laughter.) 
There are quite a ntunber of 1vays in which 
th2 Government would get very much greater 
value fm· money expended than by dabbling 
a~ they do in varions State enterprises. 
They expect JWoplC' to inquire thoroughly 
into the marketing, the stabilisation of 
prices. the advcnising of our products, and 
the Pducating- of, not only our o'.•n people 
in the use of products grown here, but 
also the people ir1 England and other parts 
of the world. This suggests the query, 
.. \Vhat is the matt{'!' with father'!" so far as 
~\Ir. Fihellv is conc0rnod. It is hard! v natural 
for him tc; be w silent as he has been since 
h.- w0nt to England aq \gent-GeneraL To 
illustrate tho advantages to those engaged 
in the dairying industry by having repre
~0nt:Ltives in England to see that our pro
rluce is passed through the existing agencies 
there in a satisfactorv manner, I ,,-ould like 
to mention something which came nnder my 
notice a little while ago while in l'\ew Zea
!rtnd. Mr. Goodfellow is the ma,naging 
clir,;ctor of the l'\ew Zcrrland Co-operative 
Dairy Comp:my, which eold pro·duco to the 
<'xtent of £6.400 000 last vear. He went 
:n·er to London and open"cd an office in 
Toolcy street himself. He engaged a Tooley 
streC't man, w.ho was snppo<cd ~to know the 
lmsinc•es from A to 7:. The company started 
to food the m0rchants. as requirccl. 'vith the 
produce fron1 ?\C'\\" ?;enlt~nd. The pro·duce 
v a.s not sent rtlong to the agents in very 
hens:v quantities, or at 'vrong timt:s, but 
cardul control oYer shipments was exercised, 
and bv delaving one shipment for fonr days 
£40.000 was saved on that one shipment. 

I would ilrg" the Goyernm0nt to be par· 
ticularly careful in thPir legislation derrling 
with taxation, because the ta.xa.tion which 
they hav(J been imposing for some consider
able time past has been having a Ycry cldri
mcntal effect on industry in Queensland, 
and is driving n1a ny companies to move 
their offices down Sonth. Some men have 
left Que•mslanr1 alto<:"ethcr. on account of the 
hcaYv taxation. I know of men who are 
a nxiOns to leave, and a re trying- to sell 
their businesses or prcperties. a.nd I know 
of some who !rave their farms on the market 
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at tho prc•s,•nt time owing to the heavy 
ta.xctt ion. The Gov0rn1nent should be Yery 
C"arcful not to inflict <tlly further burden, 
and to see if thoy cannot in sorne way rniti
f\ato the t<tx&tion which they have already 
Jm posed on tho vcop!e. 

Mr. BEBBING'l'ON: Hear, hear! Let them 
prove their l't)pentanco by showing us some 
fruits of repentance. 

Mr. ?\OTT: The hon. nwmber for Gro
gory rnontioncd how succe~sful he was in 
obtaining all tht1t was required for schools 
ir1 his electorate, but I would like the Go
vornrrwnt to give greater attention to n'
quosts for money for fencing antl other irn
provements to s~hook Jlv1any applications 
that are made to the Department are turned 
down fur wrtnt of funds. Anyone coming 
from the ·conntt·y c1ectorah•s knows perfectly 
well that tho :;:chools anc1 knees in rnany 
en· cs cost from 50 JlCi" cent. to 100 per cent. 
more t\nn the. would have cost if the ·-<:hool 
committee h~ct been allo·· cd to raise the 
:vind thr•n1sel\·c~ ~nd have the repairs or 
Inlprovcrncnt."J earned ont bv contract. But 
the_Y are tied dmrn by the dc.rmrtmenta.l rpgu
labons, and ~~re 11nt allowL•d to nutke their 
ovvn contract3. I know in rnanv ca~.es that 
the school cornrllittEf':::> could n·Ct the work 
carried out for half what th~ department 
gets it doue for. 

Mr. KERH (fl'nor!!}rm): The Goyernor·, 
Spl)ecll d1spl_a s a g.ood d(·al of optirnisrn so 
fur :; ~ the Srat<• i.:-; corlccrHcd. Ulle cannot 
help sym11atbi::-i11:; ;ith the (;overnrnent 
O"\YlW~ to thP n1a11.\ disabllitje- the: ar2 suffer
ing frorn at the present n1orncr~t. I refei· 
to such n_1ecti_11gs ~\:. i.:hat of th~, public ser
vant.; wln.ch JN lH~tug held to-night, anJ to 
"u.ch con£11ds n,; that in the lps,Yich Railway 
\\ orkshop.-:. I al::;o rotor to such rnatters as 
the tc'ttclwrs' confcrcltCD, where vve learned 
that 1nattcrs 1HlYO 110t l'ccclved the eon.sidera
tiou ihey sltouhl hilve done from the Educa
tioa JJcpaJ·tnH'rd. I ab.o 1·cfer to the nutnv 
mo1Jhl.v 11J~'C_tillt~s th·1t on~ being held ail 
over A .. ustraha 1n re ,J'rtnl to the 11rono~ed 
1't.::;,ub~i(, stlpj)1Jl'i-· d U:;.:o the collcagu:'~ oLf the 
Prcnncr. 'I'lH L' <ll'G SOI11L' of t.hc r..1at.torb 

hich shonld lw discusse! in this Chamber 
Oll the Add~'eSs in I{oply. rrhc Vrernicr, on 
many ou·asJOlls, bas bc~cn .<tBkcd to d;;~flnc' 
i1i po;:,ition i1.1 regard to the ltL:~tmPJJtjoncd 
lltatler. biit' h'' ha, prael:i,·allv decline<! to do 
n. lt Cflll be sctid of 'the Onot~nslnud 

'\ntionaJi,t. j><<l'tc' thctt u1·e n~t chasing 
ll1,Vthf3. \\ l' ha Ye ~OnH 1 ·OUnd to n·o 

for-11ut like. the Labour party, ·who a.~(~ 
tor ~~VLT cha·rng- ;..,omethlng ·which thl~ c-on1-

mnJ::ty <'Hllltot S-C(~ for <t 1non1ent. In this 
\\'~'_ ~~honhl legi~Jate for our prcscnt-

rPq Ul1'( a ncl ·wp ·-bould nl· o look 
. td _ i;1 rcg to certain 11L1_ttl'r::;, a rH} 

lcg1.date act;ordingly. 

On porusin_.r=; the Gov8rnor's Spl:C'ch i' c ftnd 
tha_t th(.•re Is a lot of propo::::r J 111 e:1 sure:-; 
w!nch rcqnirc tl_H' expenditure of loan rnoney. 
\\' e h~tYU, ~or rnstauc0, irrigation anrl. con
SC'l'Yabo:l ot watPr .:::chr•rrle-_::>. \Ye havo pro
po.sed J·oads, propo·-f~d rarhn1y.->, ttlld other 
things that are necL'··:-'mry in thi;; couutrv but 
the;v all meau the ~xpPiHlitnre of· 'loan 
n10~1e . It 1' the Govcrntnt'nt's c•s Ynhal 
dutv ~ to consid·er facilitic~ of transport, 
roa~ls. and such like. It 1s not their 
dutv to cleal with minor rnattns. The 
Governracnt should not d0al in tradlno· o1· 
butc-hering. ·or such srr1all transaction~.' ur 
carry on small bmincsees. It i purely thei1· 
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bu,inPss to devPlop this country, and to pi'O· 
vidc faciliti{'S and the means of transport To 
get back to the proposed works which require 
loan rnoney, it is natural when vYe spend 
]oan rnoncy on our public works that V\Tl~ 
shoulL1 Jook for solne return. There a.re vorv 
few members in this Parliament. '"'peciall~· 
on the Government side, who realise that 
rn·enuc is raised as tho result of the c•:qwndi
tnre of loan money. They are inclined to 
point to tho fact that Qucenslanrl is recPiving 
a revcnne of something like £12.000.000 per 
n.nnu1n \vithout for a monHJllt lnYe.stiga.ting 
the amount of loan money expended. If the, 
"Pnt to the trouble of seeing what loan 
n1oney is 0xpt~nded, and finding out what 
return we get from it, they would leam 
somethinr.:· about our financial position. lf 
I hey comparf'd the rctnrn from tho loan 
money srwnt by this Government with the 
rdurn from the loan money in.-ested up till 
1914, they \YOUJd SO() that WO ar0. D]l]ll'O'Ci
J1late\y, £2.000,000 per ammm behind in our 
i'C:Ycnue to-dav. If we U"ot the same return 
from the expcndihue of loan mone: now as 
Wl' n•ccived in 1914. we would be £2.000,000 
b< tter off': and, instead of our revenue being 
!'12,000.000 JH'l' a:onnm. it '' ould bcc 
£14.000,000. That loss of £2.000,000 has- to 
be n1ade up son1cho\V. anJ the GoYcrnrntmt 
make it up b;v taxing th" community to that 
extent. Prior to this Government coming 
into powe-r, the loan rnoney inyp~ted gave u:
such a return that less than £1,000.000 was 
required to be raised. bv taxation. Prcviong 
Governments only rec}uirod an additional 
£1,000.000 from taxation to pav the inh•rest 
on the public debt. To-day, if you analyse 
the accounts, ;:on will find that the eo m
munit;v is taxed to the extent of £3,000,000. 
and the GoYernment sav0 nothing to pay 
the interest on tlw public debt. The Govern
ment should utilise the loan monev for the 
advance and vrogross of thoso ah-ead~
settled on the bnd; but it is like drawing
a winning ticket in a sweep for a farmer to. 
get an advance from this Government to 
spend on his improvements. (He:n. hear:) 
The principle of advancing loan monoo: 
mstead of trust monev to the settlers has 
already boon approYccf b·· the GoYcrnment. 
There is money belonging to the S "'ving~ 
Bank, and there is other money upon which 
we arc p<tving interest to the CommomYPalth 
to-dav. If '"e could utilise that loan monev 
rnore~ cxp~ditiously, we would be providinfr 
revenue, and '\Ve ·would bo p-oing- a long wa.' 
towards helping our finance·, to-day. 

The Government should be glad to find " 
"-ay to help thorn in thr. fin<tnciai troubles in 
,.-hich they find thomsph-os. There an 
rnattcrs, such as the rr1atcrnitv \Vards ·whjch 
the Uu\·l'l'H!ncut propose to 
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establish, and 
other questions like that which will require 
a great deal of money from revenue. That 
extra reyenue will have to be raised by the 
taxation cf industry. 'l'he industries are 
bxecl heavily enough no·, and it looks as 
if t·he Gov0rnment run going to tax them 
s1ill further to provide these extra services, 
"-hich arc moro or less for propaganda pur
JlOSl's. These things should all be left alone 
until our reYennc is 1nore stimulating, when 
wo shall bP in a better position to afford it. 
\\'hen we look into the financial position an<l 
sec how mnch interest has to be paid on our 
public debt, it mak~s us wonder how '"e 
got on some years back. If we go back to 
1907 or 1908, we will find that there wa' 



Addre's in Reply. 

,;ufficient revenue raised to pay the trustees 
of the public debt fully £500,000. That 
monev was utilised for the purpose of 
reducing our public debt. It was utilised 
for the purpose of redeeming Treasury bills, 
debentures, and inscribed stock. 'I'o-day, 
owing to the Iuethods the present Govern
ment have of handling the finances, during 
their tenure of office, covering a period of 
seven ye>trs, they ha vc only put by for the 
purpose of reducing the public debt the sum 
·of £64,000. 

A great deal has been made l•y the Coyern
ment of the fact that £145,000 has been 
allocated by thon1 front l'CYCllUl) to the reduc
tion of deficits. In my opinion, instead of 
paying that sum away for that purpose, it 
should have been paid to the trustees of the 
public debt, on which wB pay heavy interest. 

But it has been the ambition of 
(7 p.m.J this Government during the last 

couple of yuars, for purely pro· 
i ,nganda purposes, to reduce the· accun1ulatod 
1 ·ficits. The accumulated deficits for the 
rhrcc ycal's prior to the la;:;t couple Df year, 
,·oachcd the enormous figure of £834,933. 
That has been \Ybittlcd down b,- the ic;u" of 
Treasnry bilb, which \Vas YPl'Y qulckl:v 

· rriod out, to the P'<:tont of £253,933, reduc
ing the total to £581,000. Thc £145,000 I 
h1v0 ju"t mentioned reduced it further to 
£436,000. 'I'akino; off the surpiu;os. it has 
b"cn further reduced to £364.000. In that 
rnanncr the Government, so that eritici·,,nl 
twtv not be l<'Yellod at them b,- the initiatC'd 
dm:ing th~ cl· ctions, ha Ye whiitlPd dowu the 
11ccumulated deficits by over 50 per cont. 
Tlv_~ previous Govf,rnmcnt, n~ \n~ all kno\v. 
had a "ucce s;on of surpln::;cs. and prior to 
t!18t, if an~/ deficits occurrcrl. we had a :-;ink
inp; fund to meet such deficits. 

In Ilis Excellency's Speech there is a go{)d 
deal that is worthy of con.,idoration. and no 
"' umnc<e is needed that the Opposition aro 
;..!'o.ing' to giYo everY consideration to UliV 

nwa,ure that is wort.hy of it. But tlwrP ar~· 
;))any thing.; which should be in tht· Speech 
.vhi('h arc not 1ncnt.lonod-in particular. a 
,·ouoolir!atitw Ht•:1lth A':t. It io; regrettable 
that tho only propo~;uJ i.c: un arnrndment of 
·the IIcalth Act, but we hcpc all the some 
that it will give a 1neasurn of rP1iof t{J the 
local authorities and rPrneclv sorrlf' of thr! 
thusps that exist ett the prc"ci1t time. 

OnC' thing is prcdomin·1ntl~~ in PYidcnl L' in 
Queensland at th0 prc>scnt tinre. and it rc
rninds us that, although we ha Ye a Guvern
nlcnt \vhich is rnon~ or less for the entployees, 
they have s1opp<'d the princ;plt' of what is 
called the right to work in Qucen-lo.nd. 
That principle lc'at', to the fr<'t•do·lt \Yhiclt 
wo eherish so rr1uch. 1f any intprprotatiun 
~~ to be put on \V hat y f' rn1g-ht t'all a roason
:>blc Australianism, it is that r10 man in 
the commnnity :Jwuld bf' debarred in anv 
way from the exercis3 of thot principle. Yet 
thP Govcrnnumt havl~ denied it in a number 
oi in,tancPs. In the first ]llace. in the clrr>si
lication of c0rtuin \\"Orkf'rs the lice of demar
cation is so c1osc1v drawn that the men in 
YOriOUR tJ-acJc rrl'C limited to tlwse trades. 
v, hcth<>r thev be skilled or otherwise. If 
the cln~sif-icafion a, rccogni.-:.d by the \rbltra
lion Court '·' erp ·E'1i1'1innted, ,,,,-. wonlcl not 
have ~o nwnv nn .kilh·d n1<>t1 ou1 {)f 'York. 
[ notice in a 'roport 'I:}Jieh · ·0 huY0 had lH'0-
-;cllt0d to U't ~Omctlli n~ vhich it is V.Pl'V 
J-;mcult io rcconC'ne with the actions of th'C 
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pres~nt ..:\(hninistration. It now is proY5ded 
that a rnan C'an register at a labour ~xchange 
ln one or n'lore occupr1tlom'>. For Instance, 
a carpenter may bo able and agrt'eublo to 
take employmcrtt a.- a labourer. Therefore. 
h. should be rt_"gi:;;t€'rctl as a C'arpnutor, "B 
dasg." and as a labonrt:r, " C class." The
fallacy of the thing-that is all I ea 1 r·all it ! 
I ddv the Government to employ thnt man. 
They' can register him all righ.t, but they 
cannot employ him. They is:<nc regulations 
v.-'hich under 110 circumstanc('R will bo per
mitted to be c·uriod out in this State, of otus. 
That js a. point that is r0spon"!ible for a 
g-reat dr~al of cur unen1ployuu~ut and distress. 
The policy is dictated pur ·ly by tho Trades 
Hall: and Parliament has not yet etcpped in 
and stopp'.d the abuse that exists. I \\ant to 
ro:ad out a clause from tho "Right to \York 
Bill of Groat Britain." The principle nf tlw 
ri("ht to \lork has beon rocognis.>d practically 
all over tho world except in Qneonsland h:-· 
this Labour GoYcrnment. I come in tlailv 
contact with men to whom the right to wori, 
i~ rpfuscd; yet, j£ we can g-et men working 
in this State, \VO are going to solve one~ of 
onr gre'ltcst prohlems. I am not goiug- so 
f·n· :1:- to c;;"· tlHtt- tlv-~ dnt_Y d0volves on tlu:• 
Stato of finding work for cvcr.v man. The 
'naterial at hand is too rlifficult for classi
fieatjon; there arn m0n to \vhon1 lt is impos
sible to ~·ivo work. But I rlo maintain that 
it is th~~ respon'libilitv of tlw Rta.te to S('e 

that every able-bodied man has work. 

1\Ir. PEASE: How manv returned wldiors 
rtl'{' out of work? . 

:\Jr. KBRR: If the hnn. mcmlwr will wait 
I will toll him thr> reos'm th,·rP art' rdnrncd 
:-'D1diers ol!t nf work. That 1.-; th,. fi.r--t tirno I 
ha-..:0 nobrccl an~: interc.;;t in th0 Ull~'mploy
ment quPstion on the Govprnnwnt 'ido. A 
clamo of tlw "Right to \York" Hill, intro
duced in the IIou~e of Commom. l"<'ad -· 

'· \\'here a workman has reg-i tercet! him
'olf as unpmplov<'d it shn 11 \Jf' tlw rlnt:v of 
tlH~ nnc'mpioyed authorit.\ tu proYide 
work for hitn in connoct;on with one or 
other of cc•rtai" echcornPs; or. Lrili:1g the 
prnvi::;ion o{ work. to pro~Tide m·1intenanc-e 
for that pcr-.on and for tho'P dcpPt,cJiug 
on t.h~t r)l'r.~on for the nccov arips of 1ifP.." 

There is this difference between other 
GovNnmcnts in Australia and the Labour 
Government of Queensland: that thic GoYern
mcnt provide n1aintenancc for the Ul~Crrl
ploved and their families but do not provide 
an alternative. Other Governments h>tvP pro
Yided alternatives. The hon. member for 
Ore gory cast reflecti~ns on T the Nationa!ist 
Government of New tlouth Wales for makrng 
available £100,000 to provide work; but it 
i" b0tter to do that than to find £180,000 for 
raho11s and get no work in return. 

:'\h. POLLOCK: \Vhat is your remedy? 

-;\Ir. KERR: If you take taxation off indus
tr.v, cut out tho socialisatjon of industry, and 
permit ca11jtal to expand in this State, you 
will provide a remedy. 

:\Ir. PEASE: \Vhy are th0rc so many unom
plo:·cc\ in Melbourne? 

Mr. KERR: If the hon. member will look 
at the statistics, he will find that the men 
co1ning here from Victoria arc unskilled, and 
had to kaYc Victorie_ for the roa.son that the 
skilled men are occupying the jobs. If I had 
my wav, I would lcgislatp to give every man 
a chance to become skilled. In different 
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part- of tlw 1\orl·d they h'vc gone into the 
qu< 'tioll and ascertained who arc the 
UIJd\:illcd 1ncn, and then given tht ~n an Ol1IJor
tunity to be,·ome skilled. They impose penal
ties on parents who arc not looking after 
their children and cmplovers who do not give 
their men an opport~mity of becoming 
skilled. The. al;{Jstlcs of the new order of 
eornrnunism are at the root of a good deal 
of this trouble. Not onl~.- are the Govern
meut buildiug up a nation of men who 
arp "\,villing; to live on a certain amount o£ 
rations per we0k, but they have reached 
the stage of pooling work, inclusrve of 
the public service. If anything is detri
mental to the wolfare of this nation, it is 
irregular work. In 1ny opinion, it is far 
better to give half a dozen men continuous 
work than to give ten men work for three or 
four davs per week. In the Railway Depart
ment to--day, by the system of employing 
additional hands who a,re not required, all 
the employees get a c<ertain amount of money 
per wPek. It is far better to find other 
avenues for the surplus men than to bnng 
all down to the level of three days per week. 
On Saturday mornings we see youths of 
twenty-one years of age leaning against posts 
smoking cigarettes. During tho tin1e they 
arc not working they learn the habit of 
having a drink and of gambling. That state 
of affairs is regarded passively by the 
GoYernmcnt. These youths who do not work 
on Satqrday mornings go· to the race meet
ing, in the afternoon. They are drawing the 
b:>"-'ic wage. Pxartlv the samo as the man 
who has a wife aud five or six children. The 
whole principle is wrong, and the Govern
ment arc not game to come out and remedy 
it. They propose to get oYer the difficulty 
bv having an allowance in respect of children 
and by passing unemployment legislation, 
\Yhich will act to the detriment of the people 
of the State. It has been recognised in l'\lew 
South \Vales that by declining to give men 
the right to work a certain cla·,s of men havo 
become unworkable''· The situation has been 
summed up vPry concisely by the Dircc:or of 
the Labour Bureau in New South \Vales, 
who says--

,, There are rnany n1en who, by reason 
of old age, physical infirmity, incapacity, 
unworthiness, etc., are never likely to be 
employed under normal conditions. These 
form a c]a,s of unemployables. 011ly to 
rncet some e1nergoncy would anyone seek 
their soryices, and they must always 
largely live on some system of charitable 
rr-licf, us '". ork in ordinary channPb 
cannot be found for them. 'vYith the 
utrnost sy1npathy for their infirmities, 
and even for their shorteomings. they 
arc most difficult to deal with. Nearly 
all arc without initiative of anv kind. 
rnany "\vithout energy, alrnost 'withont 
capacity, and frequently without hope." 

The Government er.couragc that class 
which is likely to develop to "unworthi-
El'~s.'' 

I al,o wish to refer to the apprenticeship 
difficnlty existing here. Some ac·tion should 
be taken in regard to the present method in 
Qm•onshnd. \Y '' have a.n Apprenticeship 
Committee which, on tlw furface, looks ae; 
if it is going to work all right. In some 
inf:.tanccs it JS doing so. 13nt there is a 
point that hes not been trot over. VYhcn an 
examination is held at the collog·c, boys 
who have left p.choul for at lea.~t two voarf:. 
arc examined ~n arithrnetic, English,~ a.nd 
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other cduc>ttional subjects. \Yhat is going 
to happen to these boys desirous of enter
ing the plumbing, tinsn1ithing, n1oulcling. 
fitting, or any other trade, if they are unable 
to pacs the educational test' They will be 
cast into the \Yorld without a trade. and. 
T,·lH~ll the,, reach the age of hn_'n(v-onc ;:-r •.r3. 

will bo cla·.sPd as nnskil!Pd, and b" going 
£rmn job to job and frmn loan to loan. Bt~t 
it does not stop at that. It goes further; 1t 
i~ used bv thP Labour organi.-:ations as an 
argument V against inunigrahon. Hnro is an 
<·xtract from et papc•r ".otting forth th' idea ot 
labour unions-

" UNEMPLOY'\-IENT IN 
AUSTRALIA. 

"ATTE1IPT TO CHECK hi:\!IGRATIOl\. 

"SYDNEY U:-lrm;'s AcTION. 

"Sydney, January 11. 
" The g·enoral secretary of the United 

Labourers' Onion (Mr. G. \\"ate) esti
mates that there are 40,000 unemployed 
in :'-Jew ~~onth Wales. His union has 
decided to inform thC' labour unions and 
the Press in Great Britain that there 
are thousands of unskilled labourers out 
of work in Amtralia, and that thP 
number is increasing weekly. It is also 
intended to point out that it is of no 
use for men to come to Australia in 
the expectation of getting work which 
does not exist." 

The Government have created in this State 
a position which it is difficult to get out 
of. Are thcv going to take action? If so. 
it is not indicat-ed in the Speech delivered 
by His Excellrmcy, by \\.ham we are invited 
to consider the"' matters. The adviser& 
who arc responsible for that Speech have 
failod dismallv. As a representative of one 
of the metropolitan constituencies, I want 
to take this opportunity of forcing, as far as 
possible. down the throats of this Govern
ment the fact that I have more than 300 
men on my books to-day looking for work. 

J:VI1·. PEARE: You ought to be ashamed of 
it. 

Mr. KERR : 1\'Iake no error ; I endorse' 
what t,he hon. member says. I am ashamed 
of it. I am ashamed of the Gm·ernment: 
I am asham,cd that they cannot whittle ~hat 
number down, the same 'as they have whittled 
their ddicit down, The Premier has· 
said that we a re able to carry on our 
industries and make a groah'r margin of 
profit than any of the ot.her States. If that 
is so, I want to kno1.v ·vvhy capital 1s not 
coming into this State" to provide more 
indu;tries and utilise the ra·.-; material pro
duced for manufacture. The Premier has 
merely quoted a few facts in regard to wages 
and raw material, but he has not gone into 
miscellaneous expenses, and a-nalysed over
head charges, ta;:ation. and the local 
authority ratos which the people in this 
State have io ray. Had he done so, he 
would have found that the cost of 
production here is mnch g-reater than 
in the other States of Anstralia. more 
e:-:.pceia1ly \Yhcn lw tn kes into con-..i·d0ra tlon 
the taxation place 1 011 indnstr.v tn hala.ncP 
the accounts of this St11te. Ho shonld realist" 
that th0 :\"ationalist party is out with a 
programrnP \vith .c.cope r-nough to co~ordinate 
thP lnt _:·est, of the (•ountrv a11d thP 1nterf'sts 
of the ronsumC'r and oth'er persons in this. 
con1n1unit:v, anrl that ~~,~c arr not fi.!lhting 
fo1· a myth. \Ye arc fighting- for capital to 
come lnto thi.-; rm1ntr,~. To illustrate what I 
lllt'~tll by c .pihll. T \~·ill glY(' au illu~tratiou 



de ·lil''r w1th thP ~rrigation sclwn1c. I n1ean 
that tl~r- \'".Lb'i' coinpanle:; of tho 'vor1d sbould 
h~ Cl!conrr Ni to come to Quermsland tv 
formulah plaus for irrigation. There arc 
in sonw pJacm in America 500,000 acre' 
that had been pear-infested somewhat similar 
to some of the ltmd in thi:< State. The pest 
was dealt with by means of irrigation. Cer
tain CJUalitic _, contained in tho artesian waters 
killed the pc·ar, and instead of having a 
desert of pear to-day, the water companies 
a re running an irrigation plant thereon. 

A GOVER1\MEX'f MEMBER: \Yhero? 
Mr. KERE : California. 
A GOVER:-lMEXT ::Y1E>IBER: Nonsense! 
Mr. KERR: They are producing 6.000,000 

dollars worth of stuff. That is the difference 
between the expenditure of money by pri
ygte enterprise and the way in which loan 
mom•y is being unwisely expended by this 
Government. It is tirrw that the potentialities 
of this great State w0re utilised, and that 
something was done. The capital which we 
require so much in this State will never 
come in while wo have a. system of confisca
tion existing, such as is applied to the Bris
bane Tramways Company to-day. "'Jo more 
valuable asset has ever come into this State. 
£2.000,000 of private money has been C"<:

pencled in providing work by building carri
ages and laying tram rails, and we want 
hundreds of such " private enterprise" 
concerns here. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: They have made 
huge profits. 

Mr. KEHR: We not only require capital 
for public utilities, but for a hunch-ed dif
ferent purposes. ·when the foreign nations 
met at Geneva recently they wanted to 
lay down the doctrine that Australia should 
be the primary producing country of the 
world. The Southern States of Australia. 
look upon QuPensland as a primary pro
ducing State. The sooner we can altPr that 
state of affairs the better it will be for our 
producers. One proposition, into which im
migration enters, is that we shonld have a 
greater industrial area, not only in the 
city, but right throughout Quconsla.ncl. The 
greater the number of industrial areas, the 
greater wiJI be the number of consumers we 
shaJI have. If we did not have an indus
trial area, would we be able to make an 
agreement in connection with the sugar in
duetry? I say, no. If we had an indus
trial COlnrnunity, giving work to tho primary 
producers, we would bo able to guarantee a 
price for cotton or other primary products 
io we had a sufficient number of industrial
ists to handle and consumtl those products. 
We would be able to give a. guaranteed 
price for wool. The Government have done 
nothing to create that industrial community. 
I will quote a typical example of what is 
happening. I will ta.ke wool. Queensland 
produces an equal amount of wool with Vic
toria, clonblc as much as South Australia. 
and ten times as much a.s Tasmania. Since 
M11rch 1920. twentv-two woo!Ien mills have 
been establishe·d in' Australia. 

A GOVERN~IENT MEMBER: Why? 

Mr. KERR: I will tell you why. The 
est" blishmcnt of those mills required the 
expenditure of nearly £1,000,000. New South 
Wal 0 s rccoi"crl ten mills, Victoria ten mills. 
South .A nstralia. one mill. and Tasmania ono 
mm. Thot is damninc; to this Government. 
There were no mills eetablished during 
thi>~ period in Queensland. vV<> are show
ing the same disregard for our secondary 
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i1~<ln:-tl'it "· That is happ0ning alread~·; -in 
l't•gard to cotton. IIavc this CoYernrnent 
c·ver communicated with Mr. Sterling Taylor, 
the Director of Commerce and Industry, to 
a8certain the manufacturing disabilitie3 \VB 
fl re suffering under in regard to cotton ': 
There is a good deal of propa.c-a.ncla from 
various hem. members fro,.,., the Central dis
tl·icts of quccnsland. They should study the 
question a little more. and do more practical 
work rathN than talk. This is an extract 
from a report issued by the Department of 
Agriculture, showing tha.t they are taking 
110 interest in the cotton industry at all-

" Inquiries were made in Great Britain 
-with the -ricw to 1nanufacturing nledi
eated cotton for nse in Queensland. The 
result has been the knowledge that the 
manufacture of cotton-wool in its several 
forms is kept a clasP s0cret bv the several 
firms engaged in tho industry; iuJb:J, 
w wpJ! organised is the trade that no 
one firm is responsible for the whole 
process, and each firm has a. particular 
branch allotted, the combined process 
being kept secret." 

That is dated some years ago. but the posi
tion to-clay is exactly the same. I wrote to 
Mr. Sterling Taylor to see if I could get some 
information to supply to the present Govem
ment in regard to this matter. I have his 
rcplv dated 6th January, 1922. As this 
Parliament was th0n in recess, there was 
nothing politically to be gained. My idea 
was to try to do something for this great 
State. Mr. Swrling Taylor was her<>, and I 
interviewed him in order to get information 
for the people and the Government of Queens
land to act on. These are the sort of things 
I have done. and these are facts I am telling 
vou now. I am trying to do something for 
the unemployed men to-day. Mr. Sterling 
Tavlor's letter reads-

. " 6th January, 1922. 
"Dear Mr. Kerr,-I acknowledge 

receipt of yonr letter of the 30th DC>cem
ber, and am writing to Great Britain 
and AmPriDa with a vie1v to securing as 
much information as I can in regard to 
the acquirement of plants for the manu
facturP of medicated cotton. 

" Yours faithfully, 
" STERLING TAYLOR, 

"Director. 
'· J. R. I(nrr. E~n .. 

"L0gislative ·Assembly, 
" Parliament House, 

" Queensland." 
IT shows at once that the QuecoJsland Goym·n
mcnt haYO neYcr instituted inquir1e-.. frorn 
t.hat particular sonrct', and yet ho i~ an 
Austro.Iin.n with an expert knowledge. and 
on0 \rho is in dir0ct cmnJnunjf'ation wiH1 t1lc· 
,-arious P"oplr in the world with capit .. L 

At tlH' beginning of me· speech I rceom
mcndcrl the introduction of a consolidating 
llcalth RilL This is one of mv reasons fo1· 

mv recornmendatlori : ovr hPalth 
f7.30 p.m.] at;tlwrities-the local authoritie,, 

t.he Health Commissioner. and' 
the Homo Department-have clutic,, that arC' 
o.-erlapping. Beh.-ot•n the three of tlwm 
there arc sey,,•r:d nuisances in the Yicinitv of 
Brisbane' that cannot be got rjd of. I l;ef<~l' 
first. of all to the Ithaca wool sceur. and I 
refer next to -:-:n in~tituti·on in m\.; O\.Yn clce. 
tnrate, whcr0 health is of sn ·h ·irnnort·,_nrn. 
That is t.ho Brisbane Gono,·oj Hosniti,J, which 
hos boen nationalised bv tho G<:'YNnmPnt. 
That ins6tntion is at p-tcscnt overcrovvd0:L 
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and the patients are placed in beds on the 
verandas, and, as it is minus a sPptic s:vstPm, 
the sanita,ry cart goes there ni~:rhtiy. and 
is a1lowed to stand outside thn watcl~ for 
hours. That is an institution nationalisr-rl 
hv the present Government. 

The SPEAKER: The tim0 allowed to tlw 
hon. member under Standing Order No. 17 
has ;,xpired. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (llrt .11, r): ~\fter 
1 i~tcn1ng to the hon. rncmbr•r for Enoggcra, 
""" wonders how it is that. he was plected 
t·• thi'' House. But thpse thinr;s will .haprwu. 
'nrl I suppo0G he just " blcv; in." I hPal'd thr· 
~lOn. nlC'tp.bcr sAy a fe,v \vords on the tnattcr 
•)f apprentic• "hip. Might J introduce o11ce 
rnorP, ITI\ hardv annU"',l, and ask the SecTf'
'nrv for.RailwB:vs, now that t.hc new f:i"!Htnci1l 
yPar is started 'to do somfthing in t.h0 matter 
of appr0nt.iceship for the boy; in the Ipswich 
workshops. 'I'hero arc nun1Prous opPning·s 
there for apprentices, and I hope the hon. 
gentleman will have some re<;ard for thos·~ 
boys who have passed their examinatio: s. 
Many of them have been trained for a :veal' 
or two at the Il1'Wich Technical Collcg-·. and 
notwithstanding the fact that they aro a little 
ov('r the ag0 of si'"een y0ars. I hopP h0 wlll 
d" what he can in connection with t.hc Arhi
tration Court to see that these aro ':nployo:! 
in the Ipswich workshops. 

U. is very interesting to see the lmauimit,\
that exists on the other side of tfw Home 
to-dav. Of course, on this side we arc acr11s~ 
hnnrrl to say that parties on the other side 
of the House are one. 

2\lr. ELPHINSTONE: Evidently YOU "'" not 
onf' over there. ·· " 

'Mr. F. A. COOPER: We are thirtv-scnn. 
.and that is the sore point with you" peonl<'. 
We are in t.he habit of frequentlv savir.q: 
that the parties on thC' othfw ~dd0 'v rP 'on('
with the same ideas and the same objcds~ 
hut l doubt whether we are altogeth<'r ri.o:ht 
in that. Sometimes I think t}JCv arc more 
lik!) :-:mne of thf' cha1·a~h·rs ·1n one of 
Dicke·1c;'s hooks. In "Olivcr Twist" hon. 
JtH'nJ1H'r~ will rr-1nen1ber that there is a yen· 
rco;nat'~{~hlp, char::'lctPr known as "J;..,arrin." 
whil0.," The Artful Dodger" and "CharJ},o 
Ratr, nre other rmnarkablc C'.haracters. I 
think tho mmnbers of the Opposition cll'e the 
political "Fa!Yins" of Queensland. Th~:-:y an~ 
,-pry clPvor at getting other peopk who arc 
uninitictcd to do things the:- arc• not gnme 
I o do themselves. · 

Mr .• T. H. C. ROBllR1'S: That is what •:ou 
arc tr~:ing to do at Ipswich. · 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: There ie one thing 
I am game to do. I am gam · to "" to 
~em. -

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Uvnwr is th0 man 
for you. · 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Never mind about 
R.~·m<'J'. I can deal with him. I do not 
"act to wao,tc too much of mv tin10 on these 
JJ"!1.1tt0r~. but I do want to st~~f'' ~ one or two 
tlnnQ's about tho politic.d opinions of hon. 
ntcmhcrs on thn other siile. I know tlu~ 
., ~rHnl rlodr!ers" of the Count.r:v p1,rtv do 
not li'<e rrw reminding them of thE' wav 'thev 
hrne b_c<:n used. by these experts in the rnattel· 
~'f+ pohtlcal crnn8. but it is hi~h time they 

cOOk a tumble" to it. Tlw hoc>. member 
fo~~ N an a n~Io is not yot an 0xport in these 
thmw, but h0 seems to me to be lcarnin'~ 
E the Govprnmont do an:vthinl" for th'~ 
advantage of the people. he irmncdiat,•lv 
""1·-i(,, to countnraC't it by ·going l-.0 l1is cJc~-

[1lfr. }{e1-r. 

torate and de'"omwing it. Tlw hon. member 
for Drrtyton is no better. :":<•body, by nnv 
~tretch of th~ irnag--inatjon. could call hln1 
an "nrtful dodg-r_"\r." I think if \VC' calle·i 
hjn1 the '' artL>..:~ dodger," it would be n1uch 
nf''lror the truth. 

}lr. IiFBBTNGTON: I will give you sorne 
"'ore truths directly. 

C\Ir. F. A. COOPI;;R: I want to remind the 
Country party that the Nationalist party 
have a habit of just making a little altera
t i n in that fine old srcying, '· \Vhatsoewr thy 
],and flndcth to do. do it Yvith thy mi~ht"; 
hut thev put it this way, "vVhat~ocvc~ your 
party find~ to use, use it with all your 
'"'ight." They used the agriculturists of this 
A'Late for many years, and it wa~ nearly time 
the agriculturists found the Nationalicts out. 
Year after year the Labour party hac; been 
pointing out to the ag-riculbrists that they 
are workers just the sa1ne a;;; the indu"trial
io,ts; that their interests arc wrapped up in 
those of the industrialists. and it seems to 
me that at last those things are bc,wing 
fruit. I absolve the Countrv part: . because 
they are young in c\:perience. The"";,~ are 
young "artful dodgers." vVhilc the Nation
alists have used the Country party-not all 
of them-they are not all gi vcn to this sort 
of thing; but some of them will use any· 
thing· that come; to their hand. so that it 
will do something to damage the workers. 
or damage the Labour party in the ey0s of 
the electors of Queensland. ,\ little while 
ago there was an election in New South 
Wales, and some of tho l'\ationali t, hdped 
at that election. They got many points in 
the matter of orgn,nlsation and in the 1natter 
of propaganda, but what ple.~scd them more 
J·han anything else wa' a little organi<ation 
thev stumbled across down thrt"' know 1 as 
,, 13he Prote,tant Labour L< ague." The 
Protestant Labour League was a v-ery useful 
thing to the Nationalists in Kc·cc South 
\Vales. It did a wondPrful son-ice for the 
~ationftlists. though it did no g·ood for Pro
tcstan.tisnl~ for no sooner were the N ati Jnal
ist<c of Kew Sotith \V:des elected to of!ic I han 
they began immediately to deny th,, things 
they promised to do. Sir 'l'homas Henley, 
a leading man in the Protestant organisation 
of New South \Vales, was elected to the 
Ministry. But his health failed him, and he 
had to resign hi portfolio. Why? A trust
worthy man like Sir Thomas Henlcv would 
naturally fall ill when he found out· how he 
had been decei vod. It may be interesting to 
know the things which were promi ed to thP 
Protestants which have not come to pacs. I 
"ant to draw the attention of the Protestants 
to that great fact. The Protestant; of New 
South \Vales were promised all sort· of 
thinrs in connection with their Protestantism 
if they returned the Nationalist party. The'· 
returned the Nationalist party, a.nd those 
thing·l have not come about. Some of the 
Nationalist politicians who went to New 
South Walh found that this was a very good 
organi"~ation, and they n1ade overture for 
the starting of this organisation in Queens
land. They were told to leave the matter 
to New South \Vales and New South \Vales 
would fix it up. And. sure enough. they did. 
A month or two after the election thm-e 
came from New South Wales one or two 
gentlemen who were Qlvens!andcrs, and who 
had been working in the intcr0sts of this 
organisation in New South \\ralcs. One 
g·cntlcman came across, and with him at tho 
same time came a big hank balance that was 
placed to the credit of the organisation. He 
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be accused of 

: I am not 
am making .a 

sectarianism. 
is your object. if it is not 

Address ·in Reply. 113 

J'vir. KERR: That is not right. 

::Mr. F. A. COOPER: I will name them. 

COOPER : He was a very 

criticise him like 

J11r. P. A. Cooper.] 
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ants) 

J\1r. l(EHR: You are giving the secrets 

was-

a wav. and no\V 
a>~ay. (Oppo. 

away-

you ever hear 

" '['he most important portfolios in the 
Ministry are held by Cath~lics. 

secure every Labour selection." 

In replv to this, I might say that in the 
State Ministry there are nine Ministers and 

It 

three ar8 Catlwlics. In the State 
of thirty-seven members, only 

can described as Catholics. Then 
etotcment in the circular is this

detcctive--T. 
years because 

Sub-inspector Head is not 
a Catholic, and I a•n 

is a real dyed-in-the-wool, 
and a vard wide. He is 

or, one might say, the 
is astonishing what thes2 

it comes to downing the 
the Nationalists was 

at this circular when he 
" Is it all right?" "'hev 
right." l-Ie said. " Will 

it?" They said " Of course 
took it in New 

with their mouths 

: You did not do too well m 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I have done well in 
Ipswich ever since 1915, and they have re-
turned me tim<'. If you think you 

the up and have 
In council. I do 

to of the circular, 
of a 
rnost 
wc:rn 

Address ~n Reply. 

" The workers' flag is deepest red." 

They went on to the end of the 
and then they sat down. 'fhe 
wanted t.hem to sing " Solidarity 
as none of them had a-ny voices for 
and. they did not know the tune 
John Brown," they did not sing it. 
thing was going well with the new 
Money was commg in, and they were 
big amounts r·y way of donations 
" Daily Standard " of the 31st May 
the whole plot. As a matter of fact, 
the members of the council went nn 
with reams of paper and pamphlets 
distribution. Ho had something like 
weight of for distribution, 
he got to word came 
from Brisbane whole 
exposed the The 
who 

Mr. KERR: Did he walk on the watN' 
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no 
not 

'l'hese men are still 
their underground 

to expose them. 
now engaged in 

known as the 
and the Prates-

MORGAN: You say that the " Stan
" exposed it, and killed it. 

F. A. COOPER: If I hear anything 
the sectarian business anywhere, I will 

every time. I have no time for 
se,ctttnantls:m shape or form. If we 

gave a 
the 
House. 

make headway in this 
we will never be able to stop it. 
been a little bit too careful in these 

are not game enough to 
w1·At~hPrl matters as we should 

out as we should. ·what I 
my exposure to-night is to 
precious council altogether. 
great consternation in the 

at exposure of their precious 
Some of them were hoping that it 

be a great help to them in the coming 
I should be sorry to think that 

section of the community who 
such means as have been 

for the purpose of 
g·overnment of the 
that 

of 

a cheque 15 guineas 
Mr. SIZER: 

Mr. F. A. 
Who is he? 

'''.J'·'r""'": Another 
to 

sa v one or hvo 
precious uorganisation) I 
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present 

Mr. FRY: Tell us his narne. 

A. COOPER: 

and 
Nationalist 
ing this prerious 
worth. 'rhey are 
of Protestantls1n, or in 
Nationalist party, but 
to down the Labour party 
It is high time that that sort was 
stopped. I was very nlcased to read this 
ad vcrtisomcnt m the " Brisbane Courier " of 
1st July-

" WARNING. 

" Sympathisers and friends are warned· 
against making contributions or dona
tions to any person on behalf of this 
council. This council has no authorised 
collectors. 

"J. F. WATSON, 
" Hon. Secretary, 

" Queensland Protestant Labour 
Council, 

"Box 1006 G.P.O., Brisbane." 
Gond old Box 1006 G.P.O.! Some people 
have been collecting money and refming to· 
hand it The Protestant Labour Coun-

finds that it bad one man· 
[8 p.m.] collecting funds on its behalf, 

and it is getting th0 funds. 
suspicion that one 

the Queensland' 
is adoptinv the 

refusing hand 
funds that has 

been collecting. He wants some sort of 
assuranc0 that he is going to score out of it 
as others have been scoring out of it in New 
South Wales. 

Mr. :VloRGA:.:: Why do you not have him 
arrested? 

Jlr. P. A. Cooper.] 
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you not go to the 

Mr. COOPER I am in the 
€mploy Commissioner of 

Mr. CosTllLLO: You ought to be rat-catch
ing. 

Mr. 
I 

meaning of 
" not to give up to 

spoils he thinks should 
the people in whose interests 

work should make some further 
inquiries the whole I appeal 
to the Protestant clergymen Queensland 
who have been intimately connected with 

to make a public statement 
not connected with this Pro
Council. 

Mr. MooRE: Why should they? 

COOPER: I think it is up to 
When I see something of 

-done in the name of Pro
it is up to these gentle
are in no way connected 

: vVhy does not the Premier 
not connected with it? 

one mornent. 

some of your party 

No, they have not. 

think you were 

You are not game to say ]t 

Why does not the Premier say 

COOPER : Do members 
reascn why I say 'I'he real 

that they have formed a branch 
of it in my electorate-(Opposibon langhter) 
-am;! I think it is up te to let the people 
of Queensland know what know about this 
precious Protestant Labour Council. I have 
considered the matter thoroughly, and I am 
taking the advice of the leader of the Oppo
sition, and speaking to my electors on the 
Address in Reply. I am accepting the hon. 
gentleman's advice, and speaking to the 
electors of Bremer m particular, and to the 
whole of the people in Queensland in general. 

hope they are not going to be beguiled 
this precious Protestant Labonr Council. 
is a thing which has been instigated for 

purpose of damning the Labour move
ment. It is being acquiesced in by political 
parties who hope to bencf1t by the overthrow 
of the Labour movement. ·They are ready to 

in anything which comes along 
they think might benefit them. I take 

this opportunity of warning the Labour 
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0PPOSI1'ION ME:IIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

[7 JULY.] Address in Reply. 117 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Read this circular now. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
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are 
no 

FOR MIKES: You have no 
the Government. 

ment, no matter 
may be, and that 
the lurch by the 

Sizer. 

1\fr. CoLLT:,~S: That is a deliberate false
hood. 

1\Ir. CoLLT:\B; J\' ot from the farmers. 

:\1r. \Y. COOPER : That is nDt true. 

£3.000 denied Mr. 
to one in one 1nonth. 

That is untrue. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: You arc wrong m both 
figures. 



LJ Jcr.Y.] ;, 

to 
rnPnt--

YllClll~ 

Mr. CoLLJKS: ·what 1s wrong with it? 

to 
operation. 

:\1r. BILKKNAN: 

;\ t. 8.30 p.m., 
The 

:Vlr. 
tjHlC'. 

\Vhat about \Vyrccllla? 

\Yill \'>'ait a long 

The SECRETARY 
take notice of a 

the 
from 

MINES : They will not 
pessimist. 

Mr. BRENllAN: Do you agree with it? 
honest. 

JJ1r. 
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Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES : Not the Labour 
party. 

[Mr. Sizer. 

.-1 ddress ·in Reply. 

SECRETARY FOR ).1JNES : 'vV 8 agre0 on 
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: I will do on 
member can any 
able to do a lot more 

No doubt, the hon. 
cl ectors, " Be careful 
Government are hold

" and yet he denied the state-
made the Premier the other night. 
he a very easy matter for any member 

TV. Cooper. 

(){I 

ArldreYs in J?ej;iy. 

Ho has told the truth, 
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Mr. \V ARREN: I take back the " sewer." 

Ho did not do anything 

It is reported in "Han· 

L-i!ldress in 123 

Mr. W ar1·en.] 
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";Your 

are nDt responsible for 
are saying . 

. Warren. 
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lJ1 1', 1Y arrcn.] 
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easily produce 
we are now doing. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (JJrayton): I would 
first like to ask the Secretary for Agriculture 
if he will give us an explanati?n on T?esday 
as to why this £2,500, or serviCes cqmvalent 
to that amount was offered to an association 
to come into 'the Government agricultural 
scheme. If the scheme is to be any benefit 
to the people who will int? it, why 

it to offer, 

to 
them 

sav much for 
'will give some 

that on Tuesday, beca.use this 
been published in the Press, 
ment are silent on the matter. 
ment was the Government should 

say so. The statement has been 
enough for the Government 

it. 
What paper was it pub-

Mr. BRENKAN: You cannot fix it that way. 



At 10 p.m., 
Tho SPgAKER rcsurned tbc chair. 

of 
a part. 

Mr. BRENNAN: 

Mr. 
must 
Labour 

A cowardly assault ' 

: The 
part of the 
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one of thBln, and 

Mr. BRENNAN: -You are an {)ld twtstcr. 

Mr. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order. 
the hon. member in order in calling the 

member for Drayton " an old twister"'! 
'rhe SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 

in order, and I ask him to withdraw the 
words. 

Mr. BRENNAN: If the hon. member objects, 
I am prepared to withdraw. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I take no notice of 
him. 

The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member 
to withdraw. 

Mr. BRENNAN: I withdraw. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I take no notice of 
him; he is not responsible. 

T'he SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want 

the present Government are 
the farmers. With a big 
them thev subiected him to 
insult,. When 'they were 
seizing the farmer's goods 
ing question on behalf of 

prices and 
the follow

party-
" Seeing that the price board fixes a 

m.aximum price on dairy produce, will 
he gi vo instructions to the board to fix a 
minimum price which will give those 
engaged in the industry a living wage?" 

HEre is what the Premier said
" The Chief 

to give any 
no power 

t)1e power to seize t.he farmers' 
to take what he liked at his own 

but he had no to give a living 
Those &re the under which 

producers worked days. Here 
another case, The for Ac;ricul-

ture admitted having all butter in 
cold stores at 140s. per cwt. The Ministe!' 
said-

" The Government had, in the public 
interests, rurchased at the proclaimed 
pricc-140s. per cwt.-all butter in cold 
stores available for export." 

That butter. at that worth 200~. 
cwt. These when the 

bad If vou 
" for page 761, you 

Government seized a 
sheep. I do not know 

Jfr. 
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Bebbington. 

[ASSEMBLY.] 

A re you against the schem('? 
: I am of the 

long as the 
I am in favour of it. 

Then why are you attacking 

]Jy 

The PRE,JJER: He was elected by the Dairy 
Conference. 

selected him at 

BEBBI;\'GTON: Did the Minister not 
Mr. McAnally? 

SECRETARY was 
at the 

Wheat 
elected by 
their business. 
Mr. McAnally 
Government experts 
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the \Vheat Board brings the Government's 
new agricultural policy into contempt. If 
the scheme is free of politics. I am in favour 
of it. The Advisory Council which was part 
of the Farmers' Union platform, practically 
speaking, and which the hon. member fo1· 
Pittsworth advocated ten years ago, and 
which was already in existence in connection 
with the Cheese Manufacturers' Association, 
was absolutely non-political. They elected 
their own chairrnan, struck their own levies, 
and cnntrolled their own affairs, and indi
cated their wishes to the Government. That 
is far preferable to the Government's present 
schenH~. The sugar-gro\vers aro 98 per cent. 
organi,,ed. rrhese men know their business, 
and, when they meet. they know what they 
arc talking about. The GoYernrncnt propose 
to bring the sngar-growcr3 into a. conference 
with men who do not know what thev are 
talking about. The Cheese :\1auufact;',rers' 
Association has g·ot practically all that it 
requires from this House. They are 100 per 
cent. organised. and they knovv their businef:l3. 
The ChN· e Manufacturers' Association and 
the Cheese T'ool c<mtrol the whole industry. 
The Government propose to bring these men 
to meet a lDt of other men who do not lmmY 
their busin( ·s. 1-lo\V i~, that p;oing to be 
beneficial to the industry? Tlw hon. member 
fDr :IImTumba said that the Fruit Growers' 
A·,-,ociation works better than 3 nv other 
organisution. The men know their bu~incss. 
They have developed the industry to its pre
sent stage. The GoYernrn0nt want the 
fanners to abandon these organisations or bo 
"''"I !owed up b" their organisation, \Yhich is 
{·omposcd of tl!PI! \\·ho do not know vvhat they 
are talking about. I ask the Secretary for 
Agriculturc> "·what offer w>Ls made to the 
Fruit Growers' Asp,ociation." and how does 
he account for a letter being sent to them 
offering them £2.500 to adopt the Govern
ment's agricultural policy? The statement 
has been published in thc> Press, and the letter 
was se<'n on the Association's table by an 
hon. rnemher, and yet the hon. ge:::~tlcrnau 
lNs thc> quc,tion paS' bv without any reply. 
lf there is nothing in it, why does he not 
say there is nothing in it? 'Wh•.- did he leave 
these men under a cloud :lYld allow it to 
be '"id that they had practically been offered 
a bribe? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCt:LTLRE: Look at 
the clock. 

;1,1r. BEBBI:'\GTON : It is the hon. gentle
lllan's duty to stand up here to-night, irrc'
pective of the time, and say he did not offer 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCn,TLRE: 'What 
about the Standing Ord0rs? 

~\1r. BEBBI~GTO:\i: Never mind about 
the Sta.nding Orders. .How can the Associa
tion the hem. gentleman upholds be of any 
\'alue to the producer if he has to bribe 
its members to come in? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Tlw hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
undc'r the Standing Orders. 

At 10.30 p.m., 

The SPEAKER r·aid: Under new Stand
ing Order :\o. 17 the debate now stands 
11.djourned. 

The resumption of the debate w:cs made an 
Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m. 
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