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Revision of Standing Orders.

[ASSEMBLY.} Questions.

FRIDAY, 7 JULY, 1922,

The Seeaxer (Her. W. Bertram, Marees
took the chair at 3,30 p.n.

REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Ass .
The SPEAKER ;(pmioi that, pursuant o
the instructions given by the House on the
Beh instant, he presented to Flis lixcellency
he Governor the endments made by the
« in the Standing Orders and Rules of
the new Standing Urders, and
cellency  was plosserd in his
- to &cemd his assent thereto.

SO, ANT
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. Wil he state on what grounds the
permit js based connected with the opera-
Hon of what iz known as the * Liberts
)

Fair
*5. Did the applization for such per-
it (mt‘mo the aliocation of the pro-
wodsy if so, whatl s the allocation¥
s this allocation been adhered to?

6. Has he ths power to pronbit street
or open lane betting; if so, does he pro-
pose to use such power?

7. What conirol has the Governmout.
orer propriciary and unregistered horse-
race meetings ?

£8. Is it the intention of the Govern-
meni—uo snch intention being iudicated
by the Governor \poem,h——tn introduce
additional lezisiaiion to secure adequate
econtrol ?

9. Will he investizate
Tirs %Z‘i()ll COHNe: 5“(1 A
Lic who wutilise the on
or tofalisators ss ag
chao pay no t
sodditia of the bookmals

The "\TiU”\lv Y-GENERAL  (Horw, J.
Mulle Tindarsy replied—
v 2. 432 art unions sranted and
a7 ;-mu.::zd. 759 va oranted and 98
refused. 79 avt unions and raffles com-
bined granted and 7 refused.  The hon.
aember for Knogcera eontributed to the
sumber of applisati
222 for the vear ended 30th June,
1922, and 178 for the wear ended 30th
June, 1813, The Deparfment of Justiee
hus no record of the number of persons
whoe paid for admission.

hie question of

nerating machines
the same public
1L opcmtuw per
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“4 and 5. Permits were granted for
the conduct of art unions, raffles, and
guessivg compotitions at certain carnivals
on condition that the proceeds would be
devoted to funds for cdu cnal pue-
neses, fo the Roturned C"w]or“ and Sel-
diers” La bo ur Ies and the Twesd
Flesds and Ceola ife Savers, and
T have ro 3 to belicve thai the
procceds were not so allocated.

“6. This question should be addressed
to the Tlome He

I
rogary,

7. I would refer $he hon, member to
v for information
subjects,

on this and cornate
8 and 9, The Government poli
.

in
discloscd in dun

this comoction wili
eonrse.”

RetrencsEn GOVERNWENT EMPLOTYEES.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Pre-

mier—

“1. What is the number of employees
of the Government who have been
deflated or retrenched for the year ended
30th June, 19229

2, What is the total amouni of
salaries and wages not paid in conse-
quence of such  deflation or retrench-
ment ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“1 and 2. The hon.

member  should
move for a return.”

RatLway Froreur on Carrie,
Mr. MORGAN asked tho Secretary for

Railways —

1. What is the total amount received
for freight on cattle conveyed on the
Quecnsland railways for the year ended
30th June, 19229

“2, What was the total numher of
cattle conveyed on the railwavs during
the year ended Z0th June, 192277

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1and 2. T will take some time to

prepare these figures,”

CoNDITIONS AND TrRMS OF AMERIC
NILLION Dorrar Loax.

Hox. W. 1. BARNES (Rulimba) asked the

N Tew

Treasurer—

“Will he inform the members of the
Heuse the conditions and terms of the
10.000.000 dollavs loon recently cbtained
in America, and which was referred to by
His  Hxeellsney  the Goverror in his
bpewh at the opening of Parvliament?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. ¢. Theodore)
replicd—

“ The loan was a dollar issuc at a rate
of § per cent. with a currency of twenty-
five years. 'The price of issue was 96, As
a Sinking Fund, 50 000 dellars are to be
set aside each half-vear during the cur-
renev of the loan for the purchase of
bonds of the issue on the open market
at a price not exceeding par. Any por-
tion of the Sinking Fund not exvended
during anv six months shall be invested
at the option of the Government in bonds

7 Junv.] Qites

Cotraroo Iznaxn (VY

Opigerrve oF ITxteretaA™e LABOUR CONYFREN

ns. 93

of the issue or any other isrue of the
Frate of Quecnsland or Commonwealth
of Austrabia without restriction as to
price. The cost of the loan for under-
\\lltﬂﬂn‘ Churl( Dm"m“ge ¢te..  was
4 doliars per cent. As with the previous
vw‘ru [57) Eom the Governmeit modo a
e fit in cenversion of the
mvlml,a into «teriing.”

r1 Sovxp) Comuission
or InQUIny. ’

How, W. H.

LRNES asked the Searetary

for Mines—

“1. Wil he furnish members
Honge with the names of the memhers of
tha Commiseion who went to Western
Australia and renorted upon the Cockatoo
Island (Yampi Sound) mineral Tease?

2. Did all tha members of the Com-
mission report favourably upon 1t?

of the

¢ 3. Did the Commissioners all report
favourably upon it as a payable proposi-
tion?

“4. If they did not all agre» as to its
pavable characteor, © ass ocmted with the
obiects for which it was being hought,”
will he furnish the House with the name
,or names of the members of the Commis-
sion who reported upen it or against it,
as the case may be, as a payable propo-
ion ¢

“8, Will he lay any returns or corrves-
pondence with regard to it upon the table
of the House?”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (flon. A.

J. Jones, Paddington) replied—

“1. Ves. My. Brophy, Mr. Cullen, and
Mr. Jackson.
“2 to 5. I now lav on the table of the

Honse reporis by Mr. A. Montgomery
{Geolog and State Mining Eneglneer,
Western Australia), and Messrs. Brophy,
Cullen, and JYacksen, which will afford

the honourable member the desired infor-
mation.”

A TT0N 6F PPRIMARY PRODUCERS.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalbv) asked the Premier—
“1. Is he aware—

(n) That the All-Australian Trades
Trion Congress, held in Melbourne in
June of this vear, renffirmed the objee-
tive of the Auctralian Lebour party
passed at the Interstate Labonr Con-
feronere held in Bricbane last October,
namely, ¢ The socialication of the means

of production, distribution, and ex-
change ’?
(3) That the frstnamed congress

passed a resolution acceptable t~ both
sections of the advoeates of socizligm-——
nam(ﬂv those who believe in attaining
socialism by constitutional methods and
ihose who brlieve in attairing this
obiective bv industrial and (or) revolu-
tionary methods?

{¢) That the Fon. the Minister for
Agrienlture and Stock. at an TRight-
hour Day meeting in 1921, and also on
other occasions, said that the Labour
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party’s objective——namely, production

for use and not for profit, must not be

lost sight of?

{d) That in the ° Standard,” the offi-
cial organ of the Labour party, the
following statements are made bearing
upon the policy of that party:—

In the issue of 1st October, 1921—
¢ Therefore, public ownership, pass-
ing through the nationalisation stage
to the goal of socialism, must be
battled for at all costs.’

In the issue of J0th May, 1922—
¢ State enterprises to be extended
until ultimately they merge into com-
plete control and ownership of indus-
tries by the community ’?

2. Did he make the following state-
ment in a speech delivered by him at a
meeting of the full State Council of
Railway Unions on Sunday, 26th Febru-
ary, 1922, as reported in the ¢ Railway
Advocate ' :—* The parhamentary party
are trying to achieve an objective gradu-
ally, and, until they had reached that,
they would require to administer the
capitalistic system, which was the only
system given to them to administer by
the workers’?

© 3. In view of these clear official state-
ments of policy of the Labour party, does
he consider that the Government’s pre-
sent scheme of organisation of primary
producers for the purpose of giving assist-
ance to them in their farming operations
and co-operative onterprises (the objec-
tive of which is increased profit to the
individual producer) can be carried out
by the present Govermment, which is
admittedly pledgnd to the objective of
the socialisation of the means of produc-
tion, distribution, and cxchange ™ ?

The PREMIER replied—

“1. Yes; although I cannot vouch for
the accuracy of the reported utterance
of the Minister for Agriculture and Stoclk
and the statement alleged to have been
made by the °Standard’ newspaper, I
am gquitc prepared to accept the hon.
member’s word in that regard.

“2 and & Yes.”

Sospecerd Case or Laxnp DuMmyiNg,
Brackarn DistricT.

Mr, BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Secre-
sary for Public Lands— :

“1, Was a suspected land-dummying
case, involving Blackstock Brothers, of
Forest Hill, in the Blackall district,
brought under the notice of his depart-
ment ?

“9. If so, when was the complaint
first made, and when finalised?

“ 3 Was the matter kept prominently
in view and zealously pursued during the
whole period it was in the hands of the
Department of Public Lands?

¢ 4. How many officers, and whom, of
the Lands Department were concerned in
the investigation?

5, Was their evidence at variance?

“ 6. In what manner has this matter
been finalised ?

“7. Have any successful ¢ show cause’
cases been entered upon by the Crown in
the Barcaldine Land Commissioner’s dis-
trict during the last two years; if so,
how many, and with what vesults?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

8. Owing to the keen demand for
pastoral lands, will he cause to be issued
to all Commissioners, land rangers, ete.,
special instructions to thoroughly investi-
gate any cases where dummying is sus-
pected 7 ? ’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

iHon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

“1. Yes.

‘2. Complaint was first made in June,
1919; matter finalised on 6th July, 1922

“3. Yes.

4, Four—the Land Commissioner, twe
land rangers, and a clerk in the head
office.

5. At first, yes; finally, no.

““6. It has been decided to take ne
further action.

‘“7. There have been two successful
‘show cause’ cases during the last two
years—one in the Blackall district and
one in the Barcaldine district. In each
case forfeiture of the selection was
declared.

8. All Land Commissioners and land
rangers already have instructions to this
cffect, and it is a general rule of the
department incorporated in the manuat
of instructions to district officers.”

ReTIREMEXT OF MR, HUNTER AND APPOINTMENT

oF Mg, FiapiLY As AGENT-GENERAL 1N
LONDON.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay) asked tihe

Premier—

“1. What is the total expenditure
(apart from salaries) incurred by the
Government consequent upon the appoint-
ment of Mr. Fihelly to the position of
Agent-General ?

“2 From what date did Mr. Fihelly
commence to draw the salary of the
Agent-General ?

“3%. On what date did Mr. Hunter’s
salary as Agent-General cease to be pald?

““ 4. For what period was Mr. Hunter
appointed as Agent-General ?

@

“5. Did he receive any compensation
upon the loss of his appointment?”

The PREMIER replied—

1 to 5. The information will be given
to the Fouse at the proper time.”

Crowx Lanps Revinve; Uspaip Crows
RENTS.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) asked the

Secretary for Public Lands—

1. What are the total receipts for the
vear ended 30th June, 1022, from land
revenue under the following headings:—
Land revenue; selection, ete.; sales by
auction; rents of selections; timber pro-
ceeds of log sales, royaltics, stumpages.
oxport tax, or special charges on timber
consigned to other States or exported;
snecial leases; deed fees; survey fees:
transfor fees? Also, other veceipts—
Pastoral occupation; rent of holdings and
runs; and occupation licenses?

2, What is the total amount of rents
due and unpaid on selections, and on
holdings, runs, and occupation licenses?’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—

* L. Land revenue for yéar ended 30th
June, 1922—

£ s d
Sales by auction .. 6,235 14 6
Rents of selections . 710,725 3 b
*Timber—proceeds of log
sales, rovalties, and
stumpages . 134,784 0 5
Speeial leases ... 7,76 2 9
Deed fees 1,610 11 7
Survey fees 34,712 19 8
Transfer fees ... 3,002 17 1
Other land receipts 12,038 6 7
Rents of holdings and runs 542,496 13 9
Rents of occupation licenses 62,162 5 5

£1,515,534 15 2

“There is no export tax on timber, but
a charge is made for supervision of pine
logs exported. The amount collected under
this head was £310 9s. 1d. This sum was
not credited to Forest Revenue, but was
absorbed by the expenditure vote for cost
of supervision, ete.

“ 2. Rents
June. 1922—

due and

unpaid on 30th

£
Selections . 105,560
Pastoral holdings 4,900
Occupation licenses 7,185
£117,645.”

Loax EXprNDITTRE oN RAILWAY
CoxsTRUCTION.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Sccre-
tary for Railways—
“ What is the amount of loan money
spent through his department on rail-
way construction since Ist July, 19157”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
“ Approximately £5548,000 to 30th
June, 1922.
Losx EXPEXDITURE ON SCHOOL BUILDINGS

AND OTHER PusLic WORKS.
Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for
Public Works—
“ What amount from Loan Account
has been spent since Ist July, 1915, on—

(@) The erection of school buildings;
() Other public works apart from rail-

ways?”
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
replied—
Finzn- School | Other Total
Year. ( Buildings. i Buildings.
£ sdl £ s d| £ s d
1915-16 | 32,508 3 11 : 119.782 13 1 | 152,290 17 0
1916-17 | 32,491 19 1 | 151,227 19 10 | 183,719 18 11
1917-18 | 40,180 1 7 | 95,101 17 3| 135,281 18 10
19 819 | 429017168 o | 76967 7 4| 119885 3 4
1919-20 | 80,455 1 4 128433 10 7 | 208,883 11 11
1920-21 | 51,041 18 3 : 262,736 11 6 | 313831 9 9
1921-22 {38,792 9 8 : 141,921 7 8| 180,713 17 4
Totals £ 318,390 9 10; 976,221 7 3 [1,294,61117 17

F

[7 Jury.]

Questions. 95
ParERs DreaniNe WITH RETIREMENT OF MR.
HUNTER AND  APPOINTMENT OF Mg,

FIHELLY A8 AGENT-GENERAL IN LONDON.

Mr. MAXWELL asked the
Premier—

“ Will he lay upon the table of the
House the papers dealing with the
resignation, deflation, or otherwise, of
the late Agent-General (Mr. Hunter).
and the appointment of Mr. J. A.
Fihelly as Agent-General 7’

The PREMIER replied—

It would not be advisable to table
these papers. but questions relating
thereto will be answered when the Agent-
General’s Estimates are under considera-
tion by the Legislative Assembly.”

(Toowong)

Preric SErvice Mass MeeTing.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxzlcy) asked the
Premier, without notice—

“In view of the importance of the
mceeting of public servants which is being-
held in the Albert Hall this cvening,
will the hon. gentleman adjourn the
House, in order to permit of members
of Parliament attending the meeting 7"

(Laughter.)
The PREMIER
Chillaugoe), replied—

1 am afraid it would not be con-
venicnt to do that, but I have no objec-
tion to hon. members opposite attending
the meeting.”

(Laughter.)

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,

EMBARGO ON ITALIAN
IMMIGRANTS.

Mr. PETERSON (¥Yormanby),
notice, asked the Premier—

““ Seeing that the Premier yesterday
denied that an embargo had been placed
by the Queensland Government against
Danish settlers emigrating to Queens-
land, is he the Edward G. Theodore,
Premier, who signed the following letter,
dated 9th March, addressed to Mr. J. C.
Peterson, M.L.A.:—

Dear Sir,—Replying to your letter of
the Tth instant, I have to state that at
the present time we are not making any
arrangements in the direction of induc-
ing other than British subjects to
emigrate to Queensland.

The Quecensland Government, how-
ever, recognise the value as future
citizens -of Danish farmers with capital,
and I would be glad to consider any
proposal that would lead to the settle-
ment of such farmers in this State,
provided they were possessed of, say,
not less than £700 each.

If Mr. J. Hundtoft has more definite
information on the subject, I shall be
glad to hear from you.

Yours faithfully,
Eopwarp. G. THEODORE,
Premier.”

FrxaxcisL AxD DanisH

without

The PREMIER replied—

“ The letter which the hon. member
has read is a letter which, I presume, I
did send him. That represents the posi-
tion exactly.”

Mr. Morgan: Is that not an embargo?
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The PREMIER: It is no embargo at all.
‘The question I answered yesterday was
answered accurately, and, if the hon. mem-
ber is acquainted with the limitation of
the powers conferred on the States by the
Federal Constitution, he will know that the
Government have no power, constitutionally,
to impose any embargo against anyone
coming here, nor have we power to exclude
immigrants of any kind. That is entirely
within the powers of the Commonwealth.
But, in connection with the giving of assist-
ance to immigrants who desire to come to
Australia under the Commonwealth laws,
we lay down our own regulationg, and. as
I mentioned in that letter, we give pre-
ference to Britishers, to which the hon.
member seems to object. (Government
laughter.)

RETROSPECTIVE CROWN LAND
RENTS.
Mr. FLETCHER (Port (‘urtis) moved—
“ That there be laid upon the table of
the House a return showing—

1. The total amount of retrospective
rents collected from all sources during
last financial year.

2. The number of persons or com-
panies who received extension of time
to pay retrospective rents, and the total
amount of same.

3. The total amount of retrospective
rents vet to be collected.”

Question put and passed.

" REDUCTION IN NUMBER OF GOVERN-
MENT EMPLOYEES.
Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay) moved—
< That there be laid upon the table of
the House a return showing—

1. The number of employees in all
branches of the Government service
whose services have been dispensed
with (other than for disciplinary
reasons) since lst January, 1921, show-
ing the number in each department.

2. The total saving effected by the
action of the Government in reducing
the number of its employees.

3. The number of employees affected
by any scheme of pooling of work,
and the saving effected during the past
financial year by all such schemes.”

Question put and passed.

LAND TAX ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INITIATION.
The PREMIER moved—
“ That the House will, at its next

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Land Tax Acts in certain particulars.”

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): While we are in
agreement with the Premier that there is a
very great necessity to bring in legislation
to amend the Land Tax Acts. we do not think
that this House should consent merely to the
desirableness of amending it “in certain
particulars.”” We would like to see a general
debate on the question of land taxation.
There are many matters upon which we never
get an opportunity of testing the feeling of
the House.

The Premizr : You will get the opportunity
on Tuesdav, if it is necessary to alter the
motion in Committee.

[Hon. E. . Theodore.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Amendment Bill.

Mr. VOWLES: No, if I miss the oppor-
tunity now, it is gone.

The PremIER: No.

Mr. VOWLES: The words “ in certain
particulars >’ limit the scope of the Bill to
the particulars which the hon. gentleman
wants. I say that we should have a general
debate on land taxation. Thére are many
principles in the Country party’s platform—
the hon. gentleman has swallowed a few of
them, and we would like him to swallow some
more—and one of those principles is that a
living area in all cases should be exempt
from land taxation. We are quite agreeable
to an amendment of the Land Tax Act, but
not in the restricted way that the Premier
would like to have it done.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How do
you know that it is a restricted way?

Mr. VOWLES: I know this much, that
if I miss this opportunity now and allow this
motion to go thraugh, I will have no chance
at a later stage of moving an amendment.
The Premier may prove his bona fides in
this matter by allowing us to have a gencral
discussion of the Land Tax Act, and give us
the opportunity of bringing forward amend-
ments. In order to put the matter in order,
I move the omission of the words “in cer-
tain particulars.” If that amendment is
carried, it will give hon. members on both
sides of the House an opportunity to bring
forward very necessary amendments which,
from their point of view, should be made
in the present Act. Everybody must recog-
nise that the land tax only affects one class
in the community, and that is the free-
holder. When the principle of land taxation
was agreed to by this House, it was never
contemplated that it would be extended in
the way that has been done. Not only has
the tax been increased, but the landowners
have had to pay a super-tax as well. A tax
such as that is in the nature of a confiscation
of property. I submit that, when this House
agreed to the principle of freehold land
taxation, it was regarded as a temporary
expedient. It was only to satisfy the tem-
porary requirements of the Treasury. It was
not intended to be carried further; but,
instead of that, it has been carried to the
greatest possible extreme.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I beg to second
the amendment.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
point out that I gave a ruling last year that
this was not the stage where hon. members
could debate the introduction of Bills.

Mr. Vowres: I am only proposing to
amend the motion.

The SPEAKER: I pointed out last year
that this was not the stage when amend-
ments could be made at all. Under those
circumstances, I cannot accept the amend-
ment of the hon. member. I can assure the
hon. member that he will have an opportunity
of moving his amendment at a later stage.

Mr. VowLes: I submit that I can amend
the notice of motion to-day.

The SPEAKER: This is not the stage for
making amendments of any kind.

Mr. Vowtrgs: If I do not do it to-day, T
will have no chance of amending it later on.

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman will
have every chance of amending it at a later
stage.

Mr. Vowres: So long as I get the oppor-
tunity that is all right.

Question put and passed.
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PRIMARY PRODUCERS ORGANISA- because of the adequate security they have

TION BILL.
InrpiaTION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham), in moving—
“ That it is desirable to introduce a
Bill to promote the agricultural and rural
industries by the organisation of the
primary producers of Queensland in a
completely unified national organisation,
and for other incidental purposes ”—

said: The title of the Bill practically sets
out its object, with which I am sure every
member of the Committee will agree, and
the need for which he will recognise. No
nbscrvant man, »t least on this side of the
‘Chamber, is satisfied that the rural com-
munity, on which all our progress depends,
are sufficiently organised to b able to place
their views effectively before Governments
and to carry out schemes, financial and other-
wiie, in their own interests. Lack of organi-
sation for marketing. the effects of gluts and
shortages, and the disorganisation of markets
generally are sufficient justitication for doing
something to organise the rural community
along non-party political lines.
[4 pm.] Not only in Queensland, but
throughout the world -particu-
lariy in A merica—this nerd has boer reeog-
nised, and steps have been taken to bring
about properly what the fariners them-
sclves have sporadically and spssmodically
attempted. Tt iz in my opinion. mno longer
a matter which should be left purely to the
farmer. He should not be left to struggle
along in the old way and unite in voluntary
bodies by which he may seek to make his
wishes articulate. It is the duty of the
nation—of this Parliament-—of the Govern-
ment—to assist the farmer in the direction
in which he has been attempting to go all
these years, Many sections of the farming
nunitv, the dairyving section, for instance,
have to Lo congratulated on the fact that in
the face of very hostile opposition—-

Mr. Braxp: 18915-1916.
Mr. BrINgTON : The seizure of onur butter.

The SprrETARY ror Rarwwayvs: That chows

veur opposition.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Let me express the hope that, for the sake
of a good cause, no hostility will be shown
to the introduction of the Bill. It will be
time enough to criticise it when hou. mem-
bers see if, but I am satisfied that no mem-
ber of the Committee, no matter what his
politics may be, will take much excoption
fo the measure. The organisation of the
farmers of which I have spoken is orly tha
first sten.  After they are organised, the
powor which they can exercise in their own

interests is unlimited. The farming com-
munity have sufficient security to enable
them to get all the money they require
to develop their own individual co-opera-

tive concerns—indeed, they should be able
to get more finavcial backing than any
section of the community. The manufactur-
ing and the commercial interests have not
the same security to offer; yet the most
important scetion of all have to go cap
in hand to the local storckeeper or banker
for accemmodation they ought to be ablo
t» demand at the very besi pos:ible rate,

1922—mn

to offer. So I say that organisation is the
first step in a scheme whereby we seek to
emancipate the rural community of the
State. (Opposition interjections.) I want
briefly to explain the provisions of the Bill,
if the so-called friends of the farmers will
give me the opportunity. (Renewed inter-
jections.) Am I going to be allowed to
make my speech, or am I to be compelled to
listen to hostile interjection: ?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 hope hon.
members will pay to the Minister the comph-
ment of listening to what be has to say.
They will have full opportunity later on to
discuss the Bill,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The genesis of this Bill is to be found in that
masterly address to the farmers made by the
Premier at Laidley on the 21st February last.
I admit that Premiers may have made simi-
lar speeches before, but that speech has been
followed up by some tangible work. A con-
ference was held, and a provisional Council
of Agriculture brought into existence, and the
Bill seeks to give legal as well as financial
Lacking to that, as I shall explain as I go
along.  The organisation which the Bill seeks
to bring into existence and legalise will be
known as the Queensland Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association.”” It will be divided into

three tiers.  First there will be the loeal
organisation, siiilar to tvhe local progress
associations and other local organisations.

Then, in the second place, the agricultural
pavt of the Srate having been divided ‘nie
districts, the members of the Joeal associarions
will elect a distriet council.  The <istri

council will, in turn. elect a member to the

Clouncil of Agriculture, which will be the
executive of the Queensland Primary Pro-

ducers’ Association. That will make it pos-
sible—if all the farmers arc organised in this
non-party body—Tor the farmer to make
his wishes nrticulate, first of all to the dis-
trict council. and. sccondly. to the Councit
of Agriculture. which will in trrn come into
contact with the Department of Agriculture
and the Gevernment, and so enfores public
notice of his wishes in a way that has not
heen possible for him so far. It is proposed
that the producers shall elect three-fourths
of the Council. the Government heving
nomineas upon it-—largely experts, such as
the Commissioner for Railwavs, for, after
all. transport is one of the most important
things in agricultural progress, as my friend,
the hon. member for Albert. knows very
well. The drawback in connection with bad
roads and railway facilities must be over-
come: therefore the transport authority
should be a representative of the Govern-
ment on the Council. Probably the Director
of Agriculture, Mr. Quodling. alto will be
acceptable ax a representative. by virtue of
his expert knowledze of agriculture. The
Government nominess in all cases will be
able to give expert atdvice and assistance to
the Council of Agriculture.

Vr, Beppixeron : Will there be any politi-
cians on it?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
We canvot disqualify a man becausc be
happens to be a politician.

3r. Breaiverox: Will the
chairman ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

I am coming to that if the hon. member for

Hon. W. N. Gallies.]
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Drayton will only have patience. The Secre-
tary for Agriculture for the time being will
be chairman of the Council. I think he ought
to be. I want to say that I am the chairman
now, but the chairman has ro special
authority; he is not allowed to speak under
the rules which have been drawn up. 1 hope
those rules will be adhered to. The chair
man iz not allowed to address the Uonnsil
unless he vacates the chair and allows some-
one clse to take the chair. Tt is all very
fine to raise the question of party; but this
scheme iz going to continue and progress no
matter whether there is a change of Gov
ment or not. Once we get it established, it
mut go on, otherwise our rural industries arc
not going to develop, but will go back. 1
think the idca of the Minister being chairman
by virtue of his office is a good one. I am
open to conviction on that, but I believe that,
no matter what Government max be in power,
s is desirable that the Seccrotary for Agri-
culture should be an fait with ever i
{ouncil do and should hear what t!
say, because it is his department that will b
called upon to carry out their schemes, ete.
This is the most important organisation that
has ever been brought into existence in
Queensland, I say that, because Queensland
it a country of primary production, because
agriculture is the foundation of all wealth.
and because of the possibilities of cxpansion
in this great State. Therefore. I say that
thizs organisation will be the most important
that has ever been brought into existence,
because it will be the mouthpiece of the
farmers, and will be able to confer with
the Department of Agriculture and make ths
wishes of the farmers known to Governments
in a way that has been unknown in the past.

The Bill is a very simple one. It provides
that not. more than twenty-five member: shall
constitute the executive, and not more than a
fourth of those members shall be Government
nominees. The objects, functions, and powers
are set out very clearly. They have already
heen published in the Press. and I am sure
that everv member on both sides has followed
very closely what the Council of Agriculture
have been doing, and they will be familiar
with its powers and dutics. It is proposed
to appoint a director, a secretary, and other
officers. In order to finance the scheme the
council will have power to levy on industries
with the approval of those concerned, those
levies being subsidised £1 for £1 by the
Government for at least five years.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBeErTsS: Do yvou state what
industrics you propose to levy on?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is purely a matter for the council; and
the levy will be small.

Mr. BEBRINGTON : Surely you are not going
to allow the council to levy on some indus-
tries and not on, others?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The council, as 1 have explained, will be
elected bz the producers themselves. and will
be responsible to the produc Power will
be given under the regulations to consulb
the producers before levies are made. The
Jevies will doubtless be made with the
co-operation and approval of the various
industries conecrred. A suggestion has been
made—it 15 a matter for further considera-
tion—that. instead of levying on individual
farmers, the levy should be made on industry ;
huat that is purely a matter for those con-

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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cerned, In order to carry on the proper
management of the dairying industry,
been suggested that 1d. on every 100 lb. of
butrer would provide a sufliciently large sum.
The same thing wmight apply to the svgar
industry—3d or jd. per ton of sugar-cane
should enable the industry to be properly
financed. That prineiple is in cperation
already in regard to the sugar cane prices
legislation. The same thing might apply to
the fruit industry, but in that case it would
not be as easv as in the case of butter and
sugar-cane. Those arn matters of detail which
can be jeft altogether to the representatives
of the farmers appointed on the permanent
council, The sum so levied will be subsidised
by the Government £1 for £1 for five years.

I want to call attention to the fact that the
regulation-making power in a new measure of
this kind must be very large. It is experi-
mental legislation. It has not been in opera-
tion, or even suggested, in any part of Aus-
tralia. It has becn in operation to a cerbain
extent in America, and we have been guided
to a certain extent in framing our Bill by the
legislation there. I think it is desirable that
the regulation-making power should be very
large; that is to say. the representatives of
the farmers on the Council of Agriculture
should not be hamstrung or tied up when
they want to do somecthing in the interests
of the farmers. There is thie safoguard—that
although the regulations will have the sanc-
tion of the Governor in Council and be laid
before Parliament, they will not be passed
except on the recommendation of the Council
of Agriculture. It is really a scheme to
cnable the farmers to organise and to bring
into existence an coxeccutive which will have
power and authority to make their wishes
and the needs of the rural communitv known
to the Government. Not only will they
have that power, but they will have responsi-
bility. Whenever power is given to any
body, it should be prepared to take responsi-
bility. I am prepared to give them power;
but, at the samec time, they must take the
responsibility of what they recommend. and
must do the right thing in the interests of
the farmers. If the Council of Agriculture
say to me, as Minister. “ Your dairying
regulations are too drastic; we can main-
tain our good name on the London market
by relaxing them,” so far as T am con-
ceraed. T will yrecommend fo the Government
that the reculations should be relaxed. But
the Council of Aericulture must take the
full resnonsibility of having made that recowm-
mendstion to me.

I submit the Rill with that hrief ontline of
its provisions. It is a very simple measurs.
and I have great pleasure in moving the
motion.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalba): T think all men-
hers of thoe Opposition are in agreement that
this House should do all it can to promocte
the best intopests of the agriculturists in
Queensland.

OpposiTioNy MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Ay, VOWLES: Tt is a funny thing that
after soven years of power

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE:
abwout vour fifty vears?

Mr. VOWLES: My fifty years? T am not
fifty years old. (Laughter.) The Gevern-
ment, after seven vears of insction, naxe
suddenly made up their minds *hat the time

What



Primary Producers’

has arrived to set themselves out to do a good
thing for the men whom they have been
oppres=sing in the past. Just a little wh'le
ago this Government claimed to have eman-
cipated the worker; in what dirvection can
easily be seen Dby walking the streets of
Brishane or going into the country, where
there will be found innumerable uncmployed.
There was a time when the Government
leoked to those men for political support;
made them =1l sorts of rash promises and
held up to them the same pretty picture
that they ave now displaying to the farmer,
in order to edlist their sympathics for
the purposc of obtaining and holding the
Treasurs benches,  They have now been
found ont. The industrialists have discovered
that this Arcadia that they were led to expect
is a sort of hell. It is necessarry now, in
order that the Government should carry on,
that they should make themselves good with
some other section of the community. I have
read ~ome obaservations on the failure of
the Cne Big Union, more particularly sone
by Mr. Cleary, of New South Wales, who
points out thal the solution of the trouble
1s to da gle a bunch of carrots Lefore the
agriculthrst<. I do not know whether the
Premicer or the Secretary for Agriculture has
read that work. but here, at the eleventh
hour, we find them coming forward profes-
sing to moke up for all fheir misdeeds of
the past. and trying to enlist the sympathies
of the mon whom they have deliberately
robbed in the past by their legislation,

The SEcruTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
not true.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :

It is true.

Mr. VOWLES : The fact remains that the
very basis of this echeme was put before this
Chamber by ro less a person than the last
member who interjected. There was a pro-

posal by the hon. member for Drayton in
this Chamnber——

The SFCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Why are
you so hostile ?

Mr. VOGWLES :

) We are not hostile. (Go-
vernment interruption.)
The CHAIRMAN: Order! T ask hon.

member: io g.ve the leader of the Opposition
the opportunity of making his speech.
At 4,20 pom.,

Mr. PoLLock (G'regory), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. VOWLES: The principle that the
Government are adopting now was refused
on a former occasion, when the hon. member
for Draiton moved an amendment on the
Profiteering Prevention Bill providing that
the Price Fixing Commissioner should be
gutded by the advice of two representatives,
one represcnting the producer and the other
representing the consumer,

The Sw(RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The old
wages board system.

Mr. VOWLES: No; it was simply a
matter of appointing an advisory board.
That principle was not good enough when
the Government were taking from the farmer
a Jarge amount of profits which should have
gone into the farmer’s pockets and which
would have helped him along during the dry
timne that followed.

The SecRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
believe in price-fixing?

Mr. VOWLES: No.

[7 JuLny.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did
the hon., member for Drayton recommend
that?

Mr. VOWLES: It was simply a suggestion
to the hon. gentleman. I am not casting
any reflection on the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner, but you could not cxpect one indi-
vidual to have all the necessary information
and expericnce that would be required to
enable him to do his work compete tly in
the position in which the Government were
secking to place him. The amendment moved
by the hon. member for Drayton proposed
to give him the assistance of an exp.rienced
man engaged in the farming industry, and
also of a man who had to buy the farmers’
produce. Although we have not seen the
Bill, we are in the unique position of having
had the whole of its contents forcshadowed
to us by the Premicr. It must be regarded
as one of very grcat importance, otherwise
the hon. gentleman would have adopted the
usual practice in connection with measures off
this sort, and the first persons he would have
taken into his confidence would have been
hon. members in this Chamber. But during
recess, as 1s customary with the Premier, he
went on an clectioneering stunt, and took.
the opportunity of going into the farming
districts and proposing somcthing, as I said
before, in the nature of a bunch of carrots,
so as to get their votes at an election shortly
tc come along.

Mr. Morcan: That is where the Govern:
ment have a weak memory.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
in favour of the scheme?

Mr. VOWLES: I am in favour of the
scheme, provided it is a boni fide one. We:
know that it is always customary during the-
last session of a Parliament for a Govern-
ment to do a little bit of window-dressing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: J'his is
not the last session.

Mr. VOWLES: I venture to say that 1t 1s.
and that it is closely approaching the end
of it.

Mr. PEasE: You are a poor prophet.

Mr. VOWLES: We will see. My experi-
ence has been that every time the Premier
savs ¢ Yes,” the truth is “No.” He has
said that we are not going to have an clec-
tion, and I say we arve.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I hope the hon. member will confine his
romarks to the motion before the Committee.

Mr. VOWLES: The Premier is becoming
a member of the Country party very rapidly,
and perhaps what I have said is not so much:
out of place. I am under the impression that
there is a tremendous amount of make-believe
about this scheme. The hou. gentleman,
judging by the speech he made two days ago,
has been in consultation with a gentleman:
known as the political Judas of Toowoomba.

The S:CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who is
that? )

Mr. VOWLES: I refer to the editor of
“ The Producers’ Review.” The scheme that
he handed over to the Premier is the scheme
of the farmers on the Downs, and one which
was being advocated by no less a person
than Mr. McAnally, who went through my
electorate, the Nunango electorate. and the
Murilla electorate prior to this announcement
by the Premier. That scheme was exactly
the same as that brought forward by the
Premier, who virtually admits now that he-

Mr. Vowles.]
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wot it from Mr. Harrison, of Toowcomba.
The hon. member for Pittsworth was one of
the men who drew up the scheme.

A GoverNMENT MeMBER: IHe never saw it.

Mr. VOWLES: He did. Tt originated
years ago. It is brought forward now as
something that the Government in power
think will be a means of getting them votes,
because they pretend they are in a porition
to put it into operation.” They sav. ¢ This
is something that will gull the farmer, and
we will give it to them as a little dope in
the way of make-believe before we have an
election.” If the Government were genuine,
they would have come to the assistance of
the farmers months and meoenths, or even
years, ago.

The Secreriry ror Ramwwavs: So we did.

My, VOWLES: You did rot. This 1s only
window- dressmg, and we are led to believe
by no less an authority than Mr. Harrison

that it is going to cost us £30,000 s year.
That is a contervative estimate. and it will
possibly cost £50,000 per annum. The point

we have to study is whether there is any
justification on the part of the Opposition or
the Committee to support a scheme that will
cost. £30,000 per annum If it is oulr being
propesed for a purpose with no business in
it.  The party € this side is going to assist
to put the scheme through; but we propose
to make it much better, and we propese to

take it to the people at election time and
aslk them to return representatives who will
see_that it is put into operation, and who

will demand that it be placed on the statute-
book in the same way as other Bills that
have been passed by this Committee.

A GoverNymeNT MEMBER : You have already
had an opportunity.

KMr. VOWLES: We have never had an
opportunity. ¥on. members opposit thoughs
that this was an opportunity to steal our plat-
form because it will be popular, and we trust
they will put it into cffect. Another point
to be taken into consideration is whether the
scheme is going to be cffective excopt so far
as Queensland is concerned. The Minister
should tzke into consideration whether there
should net be an Australian policy.

The SECRETARY FOR AGrIcuLrURE: Do you
think we should make a start in Queensland ?

Mr. VOWLES: This matter was discussed
before the Premier ever came into office by
representatives of farmers’ unions. I was
present on a deputation when the matter was
brought before the Premier.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
matter ?

Mr. VOWLES: The matter of this scheme.

The SECRETARY ror AGRICULTURE: You have
not seen the Bill.

Mr., VOWLES: I have seen in the news-
papeb the scheme outlined by the Premier.
One difficulty I sec is that, although the
scheme may be quite practicable, unless it
is made a Commonwealth concern instead of
a Btate one, there will not be any advantage
to be rra,med by the farmer cxcept in 1e°‘ard
io malketmg overseas. We are e\pendmg
a large sum of money :

At 4.30 pom.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Under
the provisions of the new Standing Orders
passed yesterday, I must now leave the chair
and make my report to the House.

The Seraxer resumed the chair,
C'raIrRMAN reported progress.

[Myr. Vowles.
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. POLLOCK (G@regory}: 1 am afraid
that the Opposition, or at least the Country
party, cannot be complimented upon the
new apostle charged with the dutv of leading
the criticism against the Government. 1
listened very carefullv to the remarks of
the hon. member for Oxley, and to me they
seemed to be nothing but a tissue of gener-
alities,  When the hon. member for Oxley
ﬁrst came into this Chamber. and for a
few months afterwards, he did make an
offort to indulge in at least fair criticism
of the Government, and at that time, too,
T can fairly sav, he always endeavoured to
supply some substratum of truth to support
the statements that he made, But when
he was launchine his criticism against the
(tovernment on this occasion, he appeared to
rely solely upon wild and somewhat in-
accurate and misleading statements. 1 took
a careful note at the time of what he said.
and one of the things that he said was that
one had only to walk down the strect and
count the unemployed in their thonsands
to realise what an awful mess the Govern-
ment were making of Queensland. In reply
to that, T want to say that no Government
in Queensland. no matter what its label
might be. could possibly hope to solve the
unemployed problem

My, J. JONES :

Mr. POLLOCK : They have already done
much to relieve the unemployed.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: The Scerctary for
Mines said ihere were no unemployed in
the State.

Mr. POLI.OCK : No other State in Aus-
tralia has made any effort to cormpare with
what Queensland has done to solve unem-
ployment and relieve the unemployed. No
other Governmenl in  Australia has spent
a tithe of what Qucensland has spent upon
the construction of public works caleulated
to diminish the amouut of unemployment.
It was not very long after the Nationalist
Government c¢ame into office in New South
Wales that we were told thev were spend-
inz £100,000 towards the relief of unemnploy-
ment. Anvbody who has any idea of what it
costs to rclisve a large amount of unemploy-
ment knows that there is no po sibility of
relieving unemployment to any wppreciable
extent with the expenditure of a miserable
£100.000. Queensland is spending more than
£100,000 in feeding the unemployed who
have come from the other States, and that
is not a very wide estimate.

They can relieve it.

Mr. EpwarDps: It is a bogey, though.

Mr. POLLOCK : It is no bogey, because
as fast as Queensland has poured its millions
into schemes, such as the Burnett Jand
scheme, the building of the Bowen Coalfields
Rallwav, and other schemes for the purpose
of  relieving  unemployment—immediately
unemployment has been temporarily relieved,
men have come from the other States by
thousands seeking employmeat, and the more
we spend in the relief of unemployment, the
greater will be the influx of men from the
other States. How Governments can hope
successfully to solve the problem of unem-
ployment, not onlv in Queensland, but
apparently in all the other States of Aus-
tralia, is more than any hon. member on
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the other side of the House has yet attempted
to explain.

Mr. Epwarps: You are going the right
way to do it now by the Government’s
agricultural scheme,

Mr. POLLOCK: I will have something
to say about farming later on. Meantime
the Government are keeping large numbers
of men who were created unemployed in the
other States of the Commonwealth, Prior to
the opening of the sugar season the sugar
districts are inundated with men from fhe
other States who come here sceking employ-
ment because there iz a Labour Govern-
ment in power here. The shearing industry,
to a large extent, is being run by men from
the other States—by men who come here
because of the higher rates paid in that
mmdustry in Queensland, and I suppose the
influx of men, for that reason, will be oven
greater as time gocs on, now that we have
a higher award in Queensland than has been
granted by the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court for the other States.

Another thing that the Queensland Go-
vernment have ne power to prevent, and
which the working people of Queensland
should take steps to alter at the next Federal
elections, is the influx of men who coame here
with practically only what they stand up in.
It is not very long ago that I saw in the
“Courier ” a paragraph to the cffect that
a fine type of men were coming from other
countries to this country to start a new life,
and they were so brave that all they had
was the clothes they stood up in. Queens-
land does not want that type of immigrant.
Quecensland  elready has sufficient unem-
ployed. So have all the other States, and,
as this question is entirvely controlled by the
immigration laws of the Commonwealth and
b the Commonwealth Government, then
those who have votes to record at the next
Federal elections should sec that only those
immigrants who have sufficicnt to enable
them to start out for themselves are allowed
to come to Australia.

Mr. Epwarns: Some of the best men we
have here came to Queensland without a
shilling.

My. POLLOCK : Perhaps at the time those
mer came there were not so many other mean
here without a shilling. The position is
different to-day. I have already cxpizined
that it is not our own unemploved only whom
we are looking after. Tt is the uncmployed
of all the other States, and that can be scen
when I say that during an investigation of
the police in Winton last year they discovered
that out of 154 men convicted in Winton
for various offences, 151 of them were from
other States. That is an indication of the
number of men coming from the other
States to Queensland,

The hon. member for Oxlev further said
that in the northern part of Queensland
squatters were givifig awayv cows and calves

to cscape the Government’s extortionate
taxation,
Mr. J. Joxzs: It is correct.

Mr. POLLOCK : Tt is not correct. although
it is correct that the hon. member for
Oxley said so. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are doublv as Aharsh in their taxation

of the pastoralists in that respect as the
Queenstand  Government are, because the
Queensland Income  Tax Department

charges only 15s. per calf as the natural
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increase. while the Federal Government
charge the full value of £3 per calf out-
right,

Mr. J. Joxgs: That is not true.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member may
deny it, but if he will approach either of
the Income Tax Departments he will find
that the Commonwealth Government charge
£3 on the natural increase, while the Queens-
land Government only charge 15s., making
the added valuc of £3 during the second
year.

Mr. J. Joxks: That is £3 too much.

Mr. POLLOCK: If the Queensland Go-
vernment are charging too much, then the
Commonwealth Government are charging
four times as much. That is only another
indication of the loose and inaccurate
methods of the hon. member for Oxley.

In dealing with education, the hon. mem-
ber said that the children in the cities wore
being taught on cold cement floors, and
werc being educated under the hardest pos-
sible conditions.

My, J. Joxus:
where I live.

Mr. POLLOCK: All I have to say o that
is that it is a pity a lot of the city people are
not as considerate in the matter of education
as some of our bush people are.

OprosITIoN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

M:. POLLOCK : I know that in most of
the places iu my constituency out back, where
they arc glad to have a school at all, the
committee generally manage fo raise suffi-
cient money by means of a social to erect a
fence around the school, and carry ont
repairs to the school building. In the city
here all this work secms to be left to the
Government.

Mr. Perrik: You ave wrong there.

Mr. POLLOCK: I am only stating my
own opinion. and my experience of the Hdu-
cation Department as 1 have found it. 1
have mnever wef approached the Secretary
for Public Instruction in vain for the crec-
tion of a new school. I admit that I have
gone to the Kducation Department asking
for repairs to various schools, and that my
requests have been refused—and, I believe.
rightly =0 when fresh schools were required
—but I have ncever yet gone to the
department asking for a school to be cstab-
lished where there were sufficient children of
school age to warrant its erection, without
having that cousideration which was neccs
sary oxtended to ine by the departm
That is o good deal to be able to sax
the department.

Mr. Epwarns: How long does it take to
get them erectod sometimes?

Mr. POLLOCK : I have found no verw
great delar in having these matters attended
to. In addition to that, the hon. member
for Oxley said that the schools were being
starved. e said that everywhere thers was
an indication that the Government were not
doing their duty in regard to the education
of the children, If the Labour party have
not been doing their duty so far as educa-
tlon is concerned, what an awful mess the
hon, member’s colleagues must have been
making of education when they controlled
the Government. I have here a table show-
ing the expenditure by the Liberal Govern-
ment during their last six years of office,
and a comparison showing the amount
expended on education during our six years

Mr. Pollock.]
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of office to the year ended 30th June, 1921.
! find that, wherecas on administration—and
salaries, cte.—the late Liberal Government in

that poriod spent  £2.892.735; we spent
£5,118.860. On buildings—that is, for all
schools, including grammar schools and the

University. whereas an amount of £520.857
was spent for the six vears ended 30th June,
1915, we spent £628.754 for the six years
ended 30th June, 1921.

Hon., W. H. Barxes: That table is abso-
lutely against you.

AMr. POLLOCK: Our inereased expendi-
ture over and above what was spent by the
Liberal (Government during their last six
vears of office was £2,434,121 16s. 11d.; and,
in the face of that, the hon. member for
Oxley has the cffrontery to say that the
Government are starving the educational
services of this State.

The hon. member went on to criticise what
he termed the Government’s lax contiol of
gambling. So far as the *“ Golden Casket”
i= concerned, my constituents would far
rather have the *“ Golden Casket’ operated
by the Queensland Government than they
would sec its abolition and * Tattersall’s”
of Tasmania permitted to carvy on as it
previously  did-——

Hon, W. .
advocating that.

Mr. POLLOCK: For the reason that the
hospitals  of Queensland ave receiving a
great deal of benefit from * Golden Casket 7
funds.  The moner which is being used to
; he ~Durl1\ 15, 1n my opinion. being well

Baryes: No  one s

wizely distributed. T can give an idea
of the manney in which country hmplt'ﬂs
are  benefiting by the operations of the
S rolden Casket,” by stating that for the

vear 1020.1921 the Winton Tlosnital received
£1.060 15:. 8d.: the Boulia I—mq)ital, £243
5e. 6.1 the Kvnuna Hospital, £120 3s.; and
the Jundah Hospital, £201 25 5d. Tor the

vear 18211922 Winton received  £1.126
15s. 8d.: Boulia. ;8810' 6. 4d.; Kvnuna., £140
18s.: anl Jundah. £473 16s. 10d.—showing

that over £5.000 has been distributed among
the hospitals in the constituency I repre-
sent during the past two vears. Not only
has that happened, but to-day in the far
Western districts of Queensland there is a
drought. It is not nearly so easy to secure
money from the citizens in that part of the
State as it was when seasons were good, and
these people would not now be able to carry
on their hospitals so officiently but for
the subsidy received from the * Golden
Casket” funds, and many hospitals in other
constituencies are in a similar position, Tt
is not to be L‘YD(‘(‘tO(l that when a dry season
ix experienced in one part of the State,
persons residing, sax, in Brishane, arc going
to give their money in order to enable the
people of the West to carry on their hospi-
tals; and for this reason I believe that tho
Government’s policy of “ Golden Caskots”’

is not only permissible, but highly laudable.
So far as the Government’s agricultural
policy is concerned, I am not in a position
to speak with any great degres of authority.
My experience of fzummg has been mostly
gained from working on farms. following a
plough, or acting as a general farm hand;

and, naturally, a man who has gained his
experience by working in an industry such
as that cannot be expected to have the same
knowledge of farming as, say, for instance.
a city lawyer like Fhe  hon. member for
Dalby. or a seller of agricultural implements,

[#r. Poliock.

[ASSEMBLY.|

Address in Reply.

such as the hon, member for Oxley. I
admit that I shall be at a disadvantage in
spoakmg on such a matter as that in com-
parison with those illustrious hon. members;
but. all the same, if 1 were a farmer, T am
quite satisfied that T would easily be able to
distinguish the difference between a true
farmer’s representative and a produce agent,
who for many years has been acting as a
farmer of the farmer.

At 4.40 p.om.,

Mr, VOWLES called attention to the state
of the House.
Quorum formed.

Mr. POLLOCK: Theve is no_ doubt that
the Country party desire to attain power in
(fueensland, and some of them are optimistic
enough to expect that, after the next general
election, they will be the Government, but
I do not share that opinion. But if Queens-
land was so unfortunate as to be afflicted
with the Country party and the Nationalist
party, then the farmer would certainly be in
a very bad way afterwards, for the reason
that the farmers of Quecnsland. frown what
ther have hcard from most of the men who
compose the Nationalist party, can expect
very litle quarter from them. Xvery farmer
should know that, owing to the peculiar state
of partics in Queensland, the Country party
cannot possibly hope. under any circum-
stances, no matter what the result of the
general election might be, to form a Govern-
ment and carry on without the co-operation

and assistance of the Natlonalist party. The
farmers know that.
My, CosTELLo: What about the Labour

party ?

Mr. POLLOCK : Realising that, the aver-
age farmer will want to know just what sort
of a deal he can cxpect from a Government
in which the hon member for Dalby and
the hon. member for Aubigny are Ministers,
and in whose ranks also will probablv be
found the hon. member for Windsor and the
hon. member for Bulimba. There is a com-
bination of lawyers, farmers. and produce
agents! It is unthinkable that there could
be a Government in Queensland  without
there being in the Ministry a leavening of
representatives of each party. The average
farmer ought to realise that from the produce
agent, who has been his life-long enemy. he
can expeet very little.  All he has received
from the produce agent in the past has been
kicks. If such a Ministry did attain office,
thon it would be a case of “the lion lying
down with the lamb.”” The hon. member for
Bulimba will appreciate that quotation, see-
ing that it comes from Isaiab. Anyone whe
knows the hon. member for Windsor would
never accuse him or the hou. member for
Bulimba of being a lamb. If the two parties
opposite obtained a majority at the cloctions
and were called upon to form a Govern-
ment——

Hon. W. H. Barxges: Why say
vou kunow it is a certainty ?

Mr. POLLOCK: We will oblige the hon.
member bv supposing that it Is a certainty.
They are fighting now. The line of demarca-
tion between the two parties in the country
is supposed to be very sharply drawn. If,
after the election, in spite of their position
to-day, they obtain office, the people who
provide the fighting funds for this purpose
will soon insist, in order to lkeep the Labour

if 7 when
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party out of office, that these partics shall
coalesce, Then will come the unholy alliance
to which I have just referred.

Mr. Vowres: We have no fighting funds.
Where arc they coming from?

Mr. POLLOCK: No fighting funds! I
direct the hon. member's attention to that
little circular that was issued by the Pas-
toralists’ Assoclation calling upon its mem-
bers for a levy in order to support both the
Nationalist party and the Country party.
‘Or perhaps hon. gentlemen opposite would
like to sece that circular wherein the insur-
ance agents of Queensland, in order to oust
the State Insurance Office from its position
as the leader of the insurance business in
this State, succeeded in getting sufficient
money to enable the Opposition to carryv on
during the elections. It was the late Hon.
T. J. Ryan who said that a good thing could
not be repeated too often, and I propose to
give the Queensland farmer a further indi-
cation of what he can expect if the alliance
I spoke of takes place after the next elec-
tion. The hon. member for Windsor was
one of those who signed that petition wherein
the Railway Department was asked to take
some action to prevent newspapers get-
ting the fullest information with reference to
Lonswnment% sent to produce agents from
time to time. That circular was signed by
Denham Bros. and many other produce
agents, including the present hon. member
for Windsor,

Mr. Moore: We have heard that before.
This is tedious repetition.

Mr. POLLOCK : This circular related to
the practice of the * Courier  of publishing
the lists and numbers of trucks, and read—

“ We understand the mauner in which
the representatives of the paper get their
information is that they go avd look at
the little ticket which 1s attached to
every truck, giving the truck uuwmber and
from where the truck comes. Might we
suggest that these tickets should not be
on the trucks at all; also, that books of
the railway giving information about the
place of loading of trucks be kept pri-
vate. Of course, we are awarc
that you cannot do anything fo prevent
them going to the shed and taking down
the prices that produce brings, but, on
the other hand, you could assist us
oreatly in giving such instructions as
would ensure a little privacy in our
business transactions. Wea would
esteem it a great favour if you would
kindly instruct all officers of yours who
have to do with advice notes, also those
who are in possession of the books with
the information regarding where the
truck is from, to kindly keep this informa-
tion strictly private and not to give it
to any representatives of the news-
papers.”’

‘That is an indication of just what sympathy
the leaders of the present Nationalist party,
who must coalesce with the Country party,
have for the farmers.

Hon. W. H. BarNES:
that I signed it?

Mr. POLLOCK : I suggest that, if the hon.
gentleman did not sign it, he agreed to it.

Mr. StorrorD: He inspired it.

Hon., W. H. BARNES :

You don’t suggest

Nonsense !
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Mr. POLLOCK : It is just what the hon.
gentleman would agree to.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: You cannot find my
name there.

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not doubt that the
hon. gentleman did not sign it. 1 said before
that the hon. gentleman was no lamb, and
it is not likely he would be found signing a
public document which, later on in his politi-
cal life, might be used against him. But he
got the other lamb, the hon. momber for
Windsor, to sign it. That hon. gentleman
did not know that one day he would become
the hon. member for Windsor, and that he
would be leading the Nationalist party, from
the leadership of which he deposed the hon.
member for Bulimba.

ITon. W. . Barxes: He did not.

Mr. POLLOCK : Well, you were leader,
and he was not: now he is leader, and
you are not. We heard a great deal
from the hon. member for Oxley as to how
the railways should be made to pay. We
heard from him that the railways were going
to the bad. He said that the Government
should malke an effort to pull themselves
together and straighten out the finances,
pdltu’ularlv in refrald to the railways. He
did not tell us how this was to be done; in
fact, during the course of his whole speech
he ont1re1y “omitted any reference as to how
the Government might economise, He merely
said that the Government wore spending
more money than they ought to do, but he
did not say how ther should alter their
spending capacitios or how they should econo-
mise. His speech was a tissue of generali-
ties from beginning to end. and he made no
effort to prove his case. 1 propose to show
vhat the Government have done for the
farmers and graziers of Queensland in the
way of fremht on their stock. We have
heard a good deal about the deficit on the
railways, “and about the difficulties that the
cattle-owners have in m,xklnn ends meet at
ﬂm present time.  That is not the fault of
the Government. The Government, so far,
have been more cousiderate to the graziers
and farmers in Queensland in the matter of
railway freights and other protsction than
any other Government in Austratia.

At 5 pm.,

Mr. WaLkerR (Cooroora), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Speaker
in the chair.

Mr. POLLOCK : I challenge coutradiction

on that point. It was the hon. member

for Windsor, speaking on behalf of the

Nationalist party. who said that the way

in which he would make the railways pay

would be by increasing fares and freights.
Mr. MAXWELL: Where?

Mr. POLLOCK: He said,
whole of the State.

Mr. Maxwrein: He did not.

Mr. POLLOCK : Where would he increase
fares and fmlghfs‘? Would he increase
freights in the city? W hat freights are there
iu the city? The cities produce for the rail-
wavs practicslly only fares. There is verw
little f"‘l.ﬂ,ﬂt but that to and from the coun-
trv. so that. if the houn. wember was talking
of increasing freights, he could only have
been talking of flo](rhts to and from the
country.

Mr. MoORE:
speech?

throughout the

did vou not read his

Why

Mr. Pollock.]
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Mr. POLLOCK: I did read his speech,
aund that is the only conclusion 1 can come
to.

Mr. Vowres: He specified
rates to farmers in distant places.

Mr. POLLOCK : I want to show that the
Queensland rate on stock for slaughter—and
this comes very near to the cattle-owners of
Queensland—is 6s. 6d. per head per 100 miles,
whilst in New South Wales it is 10s. 11d.

Mr. Moore: It only operates coming to
Brisbanc.

preferential

Mr. POLLOCK: Those arc the average
rates. They opcrate coming to ordinary

works in Queensland. I do not intend to
allow the hon. member to take out of mx
mouth information I have asked for and
obtained from the Commissioner. The Com-
‘missioner says that the rates are 10s. 11d.
in New South Wales; 1 1d. in Victoria;
10s. 9d. in South Australia; 12s. 6d. in
Western Australia; and 8s. 2d. in South
Africa, 1 have here a comparivon of rates
from 100 to 1,000 miles, and any member can
tee 1t if he is doubtful.

Mr. Moore: But outside Brisbane they
pay the same rate.

Mr. POLLOCK: The Queensland rate on
sheep for slaughter is 8d. per hecad per 100
miles; 1s, 1d. in New South Wales; 1s. 1d.
in Victoria; 10d. in South Australia; Is. in
Western Australia; and Is. 2d. in South
Africa. Not only have we the lowest rates
on stock for slaughter, but we have also thoe
lowest freights on all other agricultural pro-
duce, despite the fact that in Quesnsland we
pay higher wages, give shorter hours, and
have a longer and harder railway system to
manage

Mr. Moore: And a bigger loss.

Mr. POLLCCK: We can take Victoria,
a small, compact State, but which charges
between 40 per cent. and 50 per eent. morce
than Qucensland, They have a Tors Govern-
ment there, yet in spite of these fa hon.
members opposite insist that the Queensiand

Government are doing nothing to  assist
. W . 2
primary industrics.  If the Government

wanted to make the railwaxs pay, all they
would have to do would b+ to put up freights
to the level they have reached in the other
States of Australie.

Mr. Moore: Nouvensc.

Mr., POLLOCK: If we were to increase
freights, without malking any allowance for
ineressed wages and better conditions here,
we would have a vory much sualler defieit
on the railways. I want to show that the
Government are the friends of the farmers
in respect of the freights on agricultural
produce. The charge on truck load: to ports
in Queensland 1s 3. 10d. per ton for every
25 miles; in Now Scuth Wales it is 4s. (ds.
4d. on hay snd chaff); in Victoria 4s. 2d.;

South Australia 8s. Gd. (hay and chaff 6s.
1d); and in Western  Australia 6s. 104,

There, again, we arc from 15 per ceont. to
75 per cent. lower thsn any of the Tory-
soverned States in Australia. Yet hon. mem-
bers opposite tell us that they are the friends
of the farmers, and the hon. member for
Windsor, who wants to raise these freights,
of course says that he also is the friend of
the farmers when he is trying to get into the
Ministry with the members now on the front
Opposition bench.  The farmers of Queens-
land, if they would only read the comparison

[My. Pollock.
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of rates charged on the railways by Queens-

land and other States, and remember the
concessions given to them by the Queensland

Government as compared with other Govern-
ments. would never vote for hon. members
opposite.  In Queensland, on 1l-ton lots of
barley, bran, pollard, four, wheat, grain.
maize, straw, chaff, and vegetables the charge
is 4s. Td. per ton for every 25 miles; in New
South Wales it is 10:. 5d.; in Victoria 8«
2d.; in South Auwstralia 10s, 2d.; and 1o
Western Australia 1Is. Id.; and all those
States are governed by Ministries composed
of alleged friends of the farmers such as hon.
members opposite. On butter and cheese—in
order to give a little diversicn to {hose who
would like to know what are the Qucensland
Government charges on  other  articles—

Queensiand charges 7s. 11¢. per ton ’for 25
miles; New South Wales 10s. bd.; Vieforia
Ta. 4d. (for ton lots only); S-uth Australia

13s. 4d.; and Western
There, again. arve the fi
friends of the farmers
the farmers.

Mr. Moore: What are they on 5-cwh. lofs?

Mr. POLLOCK : The hon. memb-r’s con-
stituents are net quite such stunid business
men as he would lead us to belicve. I am
quite surc that no farmer, at leasi no farmer
worth any consideration, would send as
5 ewt. of cheeve. )

Mr. Moore: It is not the farmers: it i
the factories.

Mr. POLLOCK : No other Government 1n
Australia have given the farmers the conees-
sions the Queensland Government have given
them and are giving them. as cvidenced bx
these tables. Not only that. but during th
debate on the Address in Reply the whole of
the statements made by Opposition members
are an indication that in debating this matter
they are not to be frusted to n}ake out a
case that is correct; and. after all. no morve
sevious charge can be levelled rgainst a
public man cr any bodv of public men than
that they are incorrect in the statemen!s thlo_v
make as responsible representatives in Parlia.
ment. . ]
The hon. member for Oxley, for one, and
other hon. members who have spoken  while
levelling vague charges againtt the Govern-
ment, have simply repeatad, like pavrots, the
material they read evervy mormmg 1n the
“ Courier ? and other diils papers without
having mzde any effort to su'wtantinte the
cherges, 1 hope that durina the course ot
thia debate, if other Opposition members are
desirous of making charges  against the
Govermont. they will bring forwa soie
substantiation.

Mo NOTT (Stanl-y): T desive to s
fow words. since the opporturity of =peaky
on the Address in Reply is still ours. I :
particularly plessed with « lot of the
lation forceast in the Governor's Snooch, The
Tremier. in speaking, dwelt considerably on
the agricultural policy he has brought alone.
I am ready to push that policy as far as |}
can to a successful issuc. Beeruse a Labour
Government are hringing it forward

Austyalia 14s. 10d
ights levied by the
upon their friends,

it does
rot necewsarily follow that it i of no wse
I certainly believe that “ gocd can come our
of Nazarcth.” I am preparced to make this
scheme 23 far-reaching az possible. and to
get it into eperation as quicklv as possible.
T would be very sorre teo sav that T was
prepared to support the particular Govern-
ment who have launched this scheme. 1 do




Address in Reply.

not think that I and my brother farmer:
can be blamed if we look askance at anythine
they do. During the past five or six years
we have experieticed the effect of the legisla-
tion of the present (overnment.

Mr. Prase: The way they made the sugar

industry.
M. \()TT: Some little time ago confer-
erces wers held at schich the various bodies

conrectoed v JLh the sugar industry were repre-
sented, and we find that the sugar people
were unabimous in putting themselves in the
hands, not of the Government, but of the
Federal authorities. '

Mr.

: What ave the Federal Govern-
ment doing for them?

Mr. NOTT:

In the time of the Denham
Government I was a mill owner and sugax-
grower. I do rot think that Qovernment m(!
anything to help the sugar industry when
the chance was theirs. In the bu.lddberg
trict I was asked what we were to do.
{ said we were between the devil and the
deap blue sea. I am particularly glad that
we are getbing away from both by having
hers a Country pJ.lt" which looks after the
mtuost , not oniy of the ugar industry, but
of evers source of production, and of all
the b(‘(,()l](ld] y industries throughout the State,

Mr. PEaze: Mr. Hughes thinks
of the Lommv party,
have six scats after this elestion.

My, NOTT: in spite of that, with M.
Hughes in charge. the sugsr industry 13
quite satisfied to work under the agrecment
iz existence at the present time. I amn cer
tain they would rather trust the Federal
authorities, even Wlth that courageow: littie
imp, Mr. Hughes, in cha irge, than trust the
present Labour Government in Queenstand.

Mr. Coruins: What rot!

Me. NOTT: Then we have experience of
the manner in which the Labour Govern-
mert have treated the pastoralists. since the
time when the late Mr. Ryan threatened thai
he would make the pastorolists squeal. L
beliove the Government have been very sue-

very little
He sald they would

cossful in nal ‘g the pastoralists squesl;
but the pastoralists are not alone in their
squealing.

Mr. PoLLock : Are you surs Mr. Ryan sald
that?

My, NOTT: I rhink Mr. Ryan said it.

Mr. Portock: That is just another of the

loose statements vou people make.

My, NOTT: I will come to another matier

which is more nearly rvelated to the agri-
cultural scheme. I do not think the dairy-
men will casily forget the treatmernt they

reccived in vegard to the commandeering of
their butter, 'lhcv will not forget that, when
they might have been able to obtain up to
274 fm" their butter, the Price-fixing Com-
missioner fixed a price 30s. lower than
they could have got by selling it for export.
In brirging this ‘Oh(’y forward, the Premier
hopes that Tl\r),(\ things will be forgotien;
but the actions of the Labour Government
during tie last six years are not likely to be
for"ottcn

Looking back over that period, one cannot
but be Hlpl‘i‘ssed with the fact that the
Labour Gove rnment have been doing their
utrost. to euploit Queensland for the “advan-
tage of their militant supporters. Those sup-
poxtma have been so encouraged by success
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and by the sympathy they have received,
that they have become a veritable Franken-
stein. Their insatiable demands have been
backed up by implacable determination.
‘hey have driven, dl‘d are now driving, this
Government to enact legislation which is
incomprehensible when one considers that the
Labour party always claimed to stard for
democracy. The actions of the Government
during the past six or seven years farnish
a reason for our being herc with a ruch
session.  To my mind, this agricultural policy
is being pushed, not with the idea of assisi-
ing tho mat: ou the land, but because of ths
fact that some time ago the Government had
a majority of over twenty, whereas now
their majority is one.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:

Mr. NOTT: An effective one, and a
numerical two. This a,v*mcultur“l policy
tlmt is brought forward by the Governmont
does not secm to me to be consistent with
their policy 'when they rose to the zenith
of their powor. At that time they came
back to this House with a very strong
majority with & cry of high wages, shorter
hours, and cheap food, and now we find
that they arc begmnmo' to reduce wages.
Certainly, in the advocacy of this agricul-
tural policy, they are advocating dearer food.
because, if the wcheme is 1nsmted upon, it
will have the cffect of increasing the price
of food to the city worker.

Mr. Prage: Wili you take up that attitude
in connection with the sugar industry?

Mr. NOTT: The Labour party, in bring-
ing forward this policy, are ratting on the
objective on which they were elected.

Mr. Prase: You are ratting on your
fellow sugar workers and farmers.

Mr. NOTT: The Premier, in epunciating
his agricultural policy as Lowood, in answer
to a question put by me, admitted that
perhaps the Labour party had been very
dilatory in bringing 1in this legislation fo
assist the farmers, and in reply to another
question put by me, as to why his Govern-
ment had delayed for the whole of the six
years that they were in power, he said it
was because there was such a lot for the
Liabour party to do, and they had so very
little time to do it in. The excuse as to
time goes for nothing. because we have
been in recess quite a long time, and this
session, so far as the Premier is ‘concerned,
is cortainly intended to be very short and

No, two.

sharp. The Government have delayed for
six years.
Mr. Pesse: That is not true. Do you

think that the Upper House would have
passed any legislation like that before there
was & Labour majority there?

Mr. NOTT: I asked the Premier at T.o-
wood, if he was so careful and so zealous
in his desire to assist the man in the
country, why the commission responsible
for tho alteration of the boundaries of the
electorates had seen fit to abolish threec
electorates representcd by genuine Country
members out of the four that are to be
abolished.

Mr. C‘OLLH\S Where are those ~genuine
Country party members?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 24,000 country people
were disfranchised.

Mr. NOTT: The Premier. in his reply.
stated that the ability and the integrity of

Myr. Nott,!
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the Commission were unquestionable.  The
lmmm; of {his Commission has the same
effect as the finding of a_Commission, if one
had been so appointed, to incuire into
whether the Government in power during
the last six years had been successful in
developing the country outside the indus-
trial centres. The Commission, by their find.
ing resulting in the abolition 'of those three
Lountry electorates, have absolutely proved
that the Labour pmrtvq policy during the
past six years has been absolutely detri-
mental to the country’s interests,

Mr, CorLiyg: We made regulations under
the Regulation of Sugar Canc Trices Act
on two different occasions,

Mr. NOTT: The Government have abso-
lutely failed to develop the State outside the
industrial centres. Many hon. members are
continually quoting the increase of popula-
tion in the industrial centres and in the
sugar districts. I admit that population is
increasing right through the sugar districts,
and I hope it will continue. That increase in
population is due to the favourable agreement
which 1s at present in existence. If vou look
up the records, you will ind that right from
the inception of the sugar industry it has been
steadily developing, nOt\VlthStdlldlﬂ(T that on
many occasions it received very hgavv and
hard knocks from past Governments. The
hon. member for Gregory mentioned that
numbers of men were flocking to Queensland
from the other States in order to work in
the sugar industry. That has always been
the position. Twonty-five years or more ago,
when I was interested in sugar-mills and
sugar plantations we had a number of men
who came regularly  every season  from
Southern St'\trn to work in the sagar fields
and sugar-mills during the scason, and then
returned to their homes. I have in mind
the case of one man who did that for seven-
teen vears without a breal.

Mr. Barser: They got low wa
days,

Mr., NOTT: Tt paid them to come up
from_as far south as Adelaide in order to
get, the wages that were paid in those days,
and then go back again.

Mr. Barper: They were paid about 15s.
a week, and they used to walk backwards
and forwards.

Mr. NOTT: Are not the farmers justified
in being somewhat suspicious of this agri-

in those

cultural policy? T think they will be sus-
picious, and vou cannot blamp them so
]ong as the policy is up in ’rhc air, and until

they begin to see that it iz actually doing

some good.
Mr. PEaSE: The farmers are not suspicious,
Tt is only your so-called Country party

members who are suspicious.
Mr. NOTT:
t1ion.
Mr. Corrins: Don’t start criticising irri-
gation uniess vou know something aljout it.
At 5.30 pm.,
The Sresxer resumed the chair.

Mr. NOTT: The schemes that are being
advocated are certainly schemes that eventu-
ally will possibly be of very great use. I
notice that evidence has beon taken by the
Public Works Commission in connectlon with
the construction of a dam in the Nathan
Gorge in the Dawson Valley, and 1 have
learned that a tremendous body of water
will be impounded, excceding that held by

[Mr. Nott.
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the Burrinjuck dam in New South Wales.
The engineers who gave evidence before the
Public Works Commission estimate the scheme
will cost something like half a million pounds.
During the past {ive or six years the Govern-
ment have expended something over £400.000
in doles to the unemployed, and if they had
got value in work for that "£400.000. it
would have gone a long way towards the
building of that dam.

Reference is made in the Speech to cotton-
growing. Cotton-growing in Queensland is
no new industry. Many years ago there were
14,000 acres under cotton in the vicinity of
Ipswich, and for quite a number of years
small areas of the crop were grown in that
district. In the Cairns district in 1907 there
was also a good area put under cotton.
There can be no question but that cotton-
growing is likely to bring a good deal of
money into Queensland from outside, and, so
long as the growers have a guar antce of 55d.
per lb the indusiry will be Ipmuner*ttlve

The Secrerary ror Mixes: The Govern-
ment guaranteed that as a concession.

Mr. NOTT: The hon. gentleman claims
it as a Government concession. The Premier,
when speaking, gave credit to Mr. Crawford

Vaughan and Mr. Daniel Jones for what
they had done in encouraging the growing
of “cotton. I daresay the hon. gentleman
could have mentioned one or two more who
deserve a great deal of credit, and I would
like to axk this question: Did not the late
Agent Generzal. Mr. Hunter, have a good
deal to do with the arrangement for the
guarantee of 54d. per 1b. for seed-cotton?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: With the
co-operation of the Premier, when he was

in England.
Mr., NOTT: Yet My, Hunter was not
mentioned by the Premier. Thers  arve

several others also who have advocated the
growing of cotton in Queensland for several
vears. For instance, thP late editor of the
¢ Agricultural Journal.” Major Bovd, was
very insistent on the poss ;ibilities of cotton-
erowing in Quesnsland. In spite of what the
Government are doing. I would advise them
to be somewhat cautious in extending the
cotton areas to any great extent. unless they
first of all make =ure that the price of the
crop can be guaranteed for some considerable
time. There is ancther factor that may pos-
sibly help to make cotton-growing a valuable
industry to the State. That is. the produc-
tion of oil from the cotton seed and alzo the
use of the pressed sced as a food for dairy
cattle.

I mentioned once before that, apart from
these new industries, such as cotton-growing,
a great deal might be done to improve the
condition of ¢ stablished industries, such as

maizegrowing and the dairying and pastoral
industries, because thev extend over & very
much greater area than cotton-grow ing docs
at the present time. or is likely to do for
some considerable time.

Some time azo the leader of the Nationalist
party referred to other crops that might be
grown, and he meontioned cocoa. There is
another cron »lso that might bo gvown. As
a matter of fact. there ave verv few crops
that cannot be grown successfully in Queens
land so fav as the climatr and soil are con-
cerned.  We have the climate and soil to
suit almost any crop in the world. There is
4 small crop that would be particularly
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useful to dairvmen. That is anatio. At the
present time the materials used in the making
of cheese cost quite a lot, as compared with
the expense of their manufacture. Anatto
is a crop that grows very ecasily, and it is
very easy to harvest and manufacture.

The Preummr: What particular variety
would you recommend ?
Mr. NOTT: 8o far as I know, two

varieties have been tried in Queensland, and
the variety known by the botanical name of
* Bixa Orellana” will grow successfully.
Already anatto manufactured in Queensland
has been used in some of our factories for
the colouring of butter and checse.

A number of returned soldiers have been
settled in my electorate, and I regret to say
that a number of them are leaving the land,
and a great many more will have to leave.

Mr. GLEDSON : You advocated settling them
there. You are partly responsible.

Mr. NOTT : The soldiers on this settlement
have been settled on some of the poorest
tand it is possible to find. Those responsible
should have inspected the land before asking
the soldiers to go there. The capital value
of the land when it has reached the produc-
tive stage will be from £25 to £30 an acre,
while there is an cstablished farm in the
sume district with trees in bearing, buildings
erected, and also cow-bails and milking-
sheds that the soldiers have not got, and the
owner is ready to sell it at £8 an acre.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: Where
13 that?

Mr. NOTT: At Coominya. 1 venture to
say that, if a member of the Country party
had been on the Land Settlernent Committec,
the soldiers would never have been settled
on land of such poor quality.

The Secrerary For PusLic Taxps: You
would have received the same reports that
we did.

Mr. Moreax: We would have inspected
the land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Why?

Mr. BeBBINGTON: We are practical men:
~vou are not; that is the difference.

Mr. NOTT : The leader of the Nationalist
party was on the committee, and I know
that he has been over that land time and
sgain, and yet the soldiers are thoere.

The first object of railwars in a State like
‘Quecensland should certainly be the develop-
ment of the country; but, if the settlers were
encouraged and prospered as they should
prosper, the railways would have a very
much better chance of payving than they
have at the prcsent time.  There have been
a lot of comparisons made of the Quecnsland
railways with the railways in the other
States of Australia. I am glad that in
Queensland we have the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge,
and not the wider gauge. because, if we
had the wider gauge, we should have a less
mileage of railway, and a greater amount
of moner to pay intercst on. With a wider
gauge. tf there was any attempt at any
time to save loss on the railways. freights
would have to be put very much higher
than they are at the present time. The hon.
member for Gregory mentioned an increase
in freights as one of the means by which
the railways could be made to pav, but 1
venture to say that, if you were to raise
freights any higher than they are now, the
traffic would fall off to such an extent that
there would be a greater loss than cver.

{7 Jowy.]
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The matter of forestry has perhaps not
received much attention from a great number
of people in Queensland so far, but it is a
thing which will increase in importance as
time goes on. In my locality there are
some fairly large rescrvations for forestry.
I am given to understand that. although
a very large expenditure ix= apticipatad 1n
the vieinity of Yarraman and Blackbutt, no
responsible Minister or anyone else has in-
spected those forests, in connection with
which a tremendous expenditure is likely
to take place this year and in future years.

The SroreTsRY FOR Prpric Lanps: Is every
Minister supposed to be an expert in every-
thing ?

Mr. NOTT: The Minister is certainly not
supposed to he an expert in everything, but
ha ought to have the interests of the State
=0 much at heart as to make a personal
inspection where a large expenditure is
concerned, so as to become better acquainted
with what is iaking place. It would cer-
tainly give the people in the locality greater
confidence in the expenditure of the money.

The Secrerary ror Pusnic Laxps: I will
go up there at the first favourable oppor-
tunity.

Mr. NOTT: Thank you. (Laughter.)
There are quite a number of ways in which
the Government would get very much greater
value for money expended than by dabbling
as they do in various State enterprises.
They expect people to inquire thoroughly
into the marketing, the stabilisation of
prices, the advertising of our products, and
the cducating of, not only our own people
in the wuse of products grown here, but
also the people in England and other parts
of the world. This suggests the query,
© What is the matter with father?” so far as
Mr. Fihelly is concerned. It is hardly natural
for him to be so silent as he has been since
he went to Wngland as Agent-General, To
illustrate the advantages to those engaged
in the dairying industry by having repre-
sentatives in England to see that our pro-
duce is passed through the existing agencies
there in a satisfactory manner, I would like
to mention something which came under my
notice a little while ago while in New Zea-
land. Mr. Goodfellow is the managing
director of the New Zecaland Co-operative
Dairy Company, which sold produce to the
extent of £6.400.000 last year. e went
sver to London and opened an office in
Tooley street himself. He engaged a Tooley
street man, who was supposed to know the
business from A to 7. The company started
to feed the merchants, as required. with the
produce from New Zealand. The produce
was not sent along to the agents in very
heavv quantities, or at wrong fimes, but
carcful control over shipments was exercised,
and bv delaying one shipment for four days
£40.000 was saved on that one shipment.

I would urge the Government to be par-
ticularly careful in their legislation dealing
with taxation, because the taxation which
they have been imposing for some consider-
able time past has becn having a very detri-
mental effect on industry in Queensland,
and is driving many companies to move
their offices down South. Some men have
left Queensland altogether. on account of the
heavy taxation. I know of men who are
anxious to leave, and are trying to sell
their businesses or preperties, and I know
of some who have their farms on the market

Mr. Nott.]
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at the present time owing to the heavy
taxation. The (Government should be very
careful not to inflict anv further burden,
and to sce if they cannot in some way mifi-
gate the taxation which they have alrcady
mmposed on the people.

Mr. BusiNGroN: Hear, hear! Let them
prove their vepentance by showing us some
fruits of repentance.

Mr. NOTT: The hon. member for Gre-
gory mentioned how successful he was in
obtaining all that was requived for schools
in his clectorate, but I would like the Go-
vernment to give greater attention to ve-
quests for money for fencing and other im-
provements to schools. Many applications
that are made to the Department are turned
down for want of funds. Anyone coming
from the country electorates knows perfectly
well that the schools and fences 1n many
caxes cost from 56 per cent. to 100 per cent.
more than they would have cost if the =chool
commitiec had been allowed to raise the
wind themsclves and have the repairs or
improvements carvied out by contract. Bui
they are tied down by the departmental regu-
lations, and are not allowed to make their
own contracts. 1 know in many cases that
the school commitiecs could get the work
carried out for half what the department
gets it done for.

My, KERR (Krnoggera): The Governor’s
Speech displars a good deal of optimism so
far 2: the Srate is concerned. {ne cannot
help  sympathising  swith  the Government
owing to the many disabilities they are suffer-
ing from at the present moment. [ refer
to such mectings as that of the public ser-
vants which is being held to-night, and to
such conflicts as that in the Ipswich Railway
Workshops. I also refer to such matters as
the tcachers’ conference, where we learned
that matters have not received the considera-
tion they shiould have done from the liduca-
tion Iiepavtmoent. [ also refer to the many
mouthly meetings that are being held all
over Australia 10 regard to the pronosed
vepublie, supported by the colleaguss of the
Premier.  These are some of the matiers
which should be discussed in this Chamber
on the Address in Reply. The Premier, on
many occasions, bas been asked to define
nis position i regard to the lastmentioned
matter, but he has practically declined to do

0. 1t ean be sald of the Queensland
Nationalizt party that we are not chasing
imnyths.  We have somcthing sound to go

for—not like the Labour partv, who arve
for ever chasing something which the com-
wunity cavnot sce for a moment. In this
Seate we should legislate for our prosent-
day requivements. and wo should alto look
ahead in reguvd to certain matters, and
legislate accordingly.

On perusing the Governor’s Speech ve find
that there is a lot of proposed mensures
which requive the expenditure of loan money.
We have, for instauce, irrigation and con-
servation of water scher We have pro-
posed roads, propored railways, and other
things that ave necessary in this country, but
they all mean the expenditure of loan
mouer. It iz the CGovernment’s cssential
duty to consider facilitics of transport,
roads, and such like. It is not their
duty to deal with minor matters,  The
Governmaent should neot deal in trading, or
butchering, *or such small transactions. or
carry on small businesses. Tt i« purely their

[Mr. Nott.
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business to develop this country, and to pro-
vide facilities and the means of transport. To
get back to the proposed works which require
loan money, it is natural when we spend
Joan moncy on our public works that we
should look for some return. There are vers
few members in this Parliament, especially
on the Government side, who realise that
revenue is raised as the result of the expendi-
ture of loan mioney. They are inclined to
point to the fact that Queensland is receiving
a revenue of something like £12.000.000 pev
annum without for a moment investigating
the amount of loan money expended. It they
went to the trouble of seeing what loan
money is expended, and finding out what
return we get from it, they would learn
something about our financial position. 1f
they compared the return from the loan
money spent by this Government with the
return from the loan money invested up till
1914, they would sce that we are, approxi-
mately, £2.000,000 per annum behind in our
revenue to-day. If we got the same return
from the expenditure of loan mones now as
we received in 1914, we would be £2,000,000
better off : and, instead of our revenue being
£12000.000 per annum, it  would be
£14,000,000. That loss of £2.000,000 has - to
be made up somehow. and the Government
make it up by taxing the community to that
extent. Prior to this Government coming
into power, the loan money invesited gave us
such a return that less than $£1,000.000 was
required to be raised by taxation, Previous
Governments only required an additional
£1,000,000 from taxation to pay the interest
on the public debt. To-day, if you analyse
the accounts, wou will find that the com-
munity is faxed to the extent of £3,000,000.
and the Government save nothing to pay
the interest on the public debt. The Govern-
ment should utilise the loan money for the
advance and progress of those already
settled on the land; but it is like drawing
a winning ticket in a sweep for a farmer to
get an advance from this Government to
spend on his improvements. (Hear, hear!)
The principle of advancing loan money
instead of trust money to the settlers has
already been approved by the Government.
There is money belonging to the Sauvings
Bank, and there is other money upon which
we are paving interest to the Commonwealth
to-day. If we could utilise that loan money
more cxpeditiously, we would be providing
revenue, and we would be going a long way
towards helping our finances to-day.

The Government should be glad to find a
way to help them in the financial troubles in

which they find themselves.  There ave
matters, such as the maternity wards, schich
the Government propose to establish, and

other questions like that which will require
a great deal of money from revenue. That
extra revenue will have to be raised by the
taxation of industry. The industries are
taxed heavily encugh now, and it looks as
if the Government are going to tax them
still further to provide these extra services,
which are more or less for propaganda pur-
poses, These things should all be left alone
until our revenue is more stimulating, when
we shall be in a better position to afford it.
When we look into the financial position and
see how much intercst has to be paid on our
public debt, it makes us wonder how we
got on some years back. If we go back to
1907 or 1908, we will find that there wa-
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sufficient revenue raised to pay the trustees
of the public debt fully £500,000. That
money was utilised for the purpose of
reducing our public debt. It was utilised
for the purpose of redeeming Treasury bills,
debentures, and inscribed stock. To-day,
owing to the micthods the present Govern-
ment have of handling the finances, during
their tenure of office, covering a period of
seven years, they have only put by for the
purpose of reducing the public debt the sum
of £64,000.

A great deal has been made by the Govern-
ment of the fact that £145,000 has been
allocated by them from revenue to the redue-
tion of deficits. In my opinion, instead of
paying that sum away for that purpose, it
should have been paid to the trustees of the
public debt, on which we pay heavy interest.
But it has been the ambition of
this Government during the last
couple of years, for purely pro-
paganda purposes, to reduce the accumulated
deoficits.  The accumulated dcficits for the
three years prior to the last couple of vears
reached the encrmous figure of £834,933.
That has been whittled down by the issue of
Treasury bills, which was very quickly
cxrried out, to the extent of £253,933, redus-
ing the total to £581,000. The £145,000 I
iave just mentioned reduced it further to
£436,000. Taking off the surpluses, it has
been further reduced to £364.000. In that
manner the Government, so that criticism
may not be levelled at them by the initiated
during the elections, have whittled down the
accumulated  deficits by over 50 per cent.
The previous Government, as we all know.
had a succession of surpluses. and prior to
that, if any deficits occurred, we had a sink-
ing fund to meet such deficits.

{7 p.m.]

In Iis Excellency’s Speech there is a good
deal that is worthy of consideration, and no
assurance is needed that the Opposition are
womng to give every consideration to any
measure that is worthy of it. But there arve
manyg things which should be in the Speech
which are not mentioned—in particular. a
consolidating Fealth Aet, Tt is regrettable
that the only proposal an amcndinent of
the Iealth Act, but we hepe all the same
that it will give a measure of relief to the
local authorities and remedy some of the
ibuses that exist at the present time.

One thing is predominantly in evidence in
Queensland at the present time, and it re-
minds us that, although we have a Govern-
ment which is more or less for the employees,
they have stopped the principle of what is
called the right to work in Qucenszland.
“That principle leacds to the frecdom which
we cherish so much. If any interpretation
is to be put on what we might call a reason-
able Australianism, it is that no man in
the community :heuld be debarred in any
way from the exercisa of that principle. Yot
the Government have denied it in a number
of instances. In the first place. in the classi-
fication of certain workers the lize of demar-
cation is so closely drawn that the men in
various trades arc limited to those trades.
whether thev be skilled or otherwise. If
the classification as recognizad by the Arbitra-
tijon Court were eliminated, wn would not
have =0 many unskilled men out of work.
[ notice in a report which o have had pre-
sented to us something which it 15 very
diffieult to reconcile with the actions of the
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present Administration. It now is provided
that a man can register at a labour cxchange
in one or more occupations. For instance,
a carpenter may be able and agrceable to
talke employment as a labourer. Therefore.
he should be registered as a carpeouter, “ B
class,” and as a labourer, ¢ C class.,” The
fallacy of the thing—that is all T can call it!
T defy the Government to employ that man.
They can register him ull right, but they
cannot employ him. Thoey issue regulations
which under mno circumstances will be per-
mitted to be carvied out in this State of ours.
That is a peint that is responsible for a
erecat deal of cur unemployment and distress.
The policy is dictated pursly hy the Trades
11all, and Parliament has not yet stepped in
and stoppad the abuse that exists. I want to
read out a clause from the ¢ Right to Work
Bill of Great Britain.”” The principle of the
right to work has been recognised practically
all over the world except in Queensland by
this Labour Government. I come in daily
contact with men to whom the right to work
iz refused; yet, if we can get men working
in this State, we are going to solve one of
our greatest problems. I am not going so
far as to sav that the duty devolves on the
State of finding work for every man, The
material at hand is too difficult for classi-
fication ; there are men to whom it is impos-
sible to give work. But T do maintain that
it is the responsibility of the State to see
that every able-bodied man has work.

Mr. Prasg: How
are out of work?

My, KERR: If the hon. member will wait
T will tell him the reason there are returned
soldiers ont of work., That is the first time T
have noticed any interest in the uncmploy-
ment question on the Government side. A
clause of the “ Right to Work” Bill, intro-
duced in the Ilouse of Commons, reads—

many returned soldiers

“ Where a workman has regi:tered him-
self as unemploved it shall be the duty of
the unecwmployed authority tu  provide
work for him in conncction with one or
other of certain schemes; or. failing the
provision of work, to provide muintenance
for that person and for tho deperding
on that person for the neccssaries of life.”

There is this difference between other
Governments in Australia and the Tabour
Government of Queensland: that this Govern-
ment provide maintenance for the unem-
ploved and their families but do not provide
an alternative. Other Governments have pro-
vided alternatives. The hon. member for
Gregory cast rcflections on the Nationalist
Government of New South Wales for making
available £100,000 to provide work: but it
is better to do that than to find £180,000 for

rations and get no work in return.
Mr. Porrock: What is your remedy?

Mr. KERR : If you take taxation off indus-
try, cut oui the socialisation of industry, and
permit canital fo expand in this State, you
will provide a remedy.

Mr. Prasn: Why are therc so many unem-
ployed in Melbourne?

Mr. KERR: If the hon. member will look
at the statistics, he will find that the men
coming here from Victoria arc unskilled, and
had to leave Victoria for the reason that the
skilled men are occupying the jobs. If I had
my wav, I would legislate to give every man
a chance to become skilled. In different

Mr. Kerr.]
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parts of the world they have gone into the
question and ascertained who are the
unskilled men, and then given thew an oppor-
tunity to become skilled. They impose penal-
ties on parents who are mnot looking after
their children and employers who do not give
their men an opportunity of becoming
skilled. The apostles of the new order of
communism are at the root of a good deal
of this trouble. Not only are the Govern-
ment building up a nation of men who
willing to live on a certain amount of

are

rations per week, but they have reached
the stage of pooling work, inclusive of
the pubhc service, If anvthmtr is detri-
mental to the welfare of this nation, it is
irregular work. In my opinion, it is far

better to give half a dozen men continuous
work than to give ten men work for three or
four days per “week. In the Railway Depart-
ment to-day, by the system of employing
additional hands who are not required, al
the employecs get a certain amount of money
per week. It is far better to find other
avenues for the surplus men than to bring
all down to the level of three days per week.
On Saturday mornings we see youths of
twenty-one years of age leaning against posts
smoking cigarettes, Duunrr the time they
are not working they learn the habit of
baving a drink and of gambling. That state
of affairs is regarded passively by the
Government. These youths who do not work
on Saturday mornings go to the race meet-
ings in the afternoon. They are drawing the
basic wage, exactly the same as the man
who has a wife and five or six children. The
whole principle is wrong, and the Govern-
ment are not game to come out and remedy
it. They propose to get over the difficulty
by having an allowance in respect of children
and by passing unemployment legislation,
which will act to the detriment of the people
of the State. It has been recognised in New
South Wales that by declmmw to give men
the right to work a certain class of men have
become unworkables. The situation has been
summed up very concisely by the Direcior of
the Labour Bureau in New South Wales,
who says—

““There are many men who, by reason
of old age, physical infirmity, incapacity,
unworthmc», ete., are never likely to be
employed under normal conditions. These
form a class of unemployables. Only to
meet some emergency would anyone seek
their services, and they must always
largely live on some system of charitable
lohof as work in ordinary echannels
cannot be found for them. With the
utmost sympathy for their infirmities,
and even for their shortcomings, they
arc most difficult to deal with. Nearly
all are without initiative of any kind.
many without energy, almost \chont
capacity, and frequently without hope.”

The that class

which *“ unworthi-
ness,”’

Government  ercourage
is likely to develop to

I also wish to refer to the apprenticeship
difficulty existing here. Some action should
be taken in regard to the present method in
Queensland.  We have an Apprenticeship
Committee which, on the surface, looks as
if it s gmnp‘ to work all right. 1In some
instances it 15 doing so. DBut there is a
point that hes not been got over. When an
examination iz held at the ecollege, bovs
who have left school for at least two years
are examined in arithmetic, Epglish, and

[Mr. Kerr.
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other educational subjects. What is going
to happen to these boys desirous of enter-
ing the plumbing, tinsmithing, moulding.
fitting, or any other trade, if they are unable
to pass the educational test? They will be

cast into the world without a trade, and.
when they reach the age of twenty-one rears.
will be classed as unskilled, and be going
frem job to job and from loan to loan. Bur

it does not stop at that. It goes further; it
is used by the Labour organisations as an
argument against Ivnmwmhou Here is an
extract from a paper ottmg forth the idea of
labour unions—

“UNEMPLOYMENT IN
AUSTRALIA.
“ArPEMPT TO CHECK IMMIGRATION.
“ Sypxey UnronN’s ACTION.
“ Sydney, January 11.
“The general secretary of the United
Labourers’ Union (Mr. G. Wate) esti-
mates that there are 40,000 unemployed
in New South Wales, His union has
decided to inform the labour unions and
the Press in Great Britain that there
are thousands of unskilled labourers out
of work in Australia, and that the
number is increasing weekly. It is also
intended to point out that it is of no
use for men to come to Australia in
the expectation of getting work which
does not exist.”’

The Government have created in this State
a position which it is difficult to get out
of. Are thev going to take action? If so.
it is not indicated in the Speech delivered:
by His Excecllency, by whom we are invited
to consider these matters. The advisers
who are responsible for that Speech have
failed dismally. As a representative of one
of the metropolitan constituencies, I want
to take this opportunity of forcing, as far as
possible. down the throats of this Govern-
ment the fact that T have more than 300
men on my books to-day looking for work.

Mr. Pease: You ought to be ashamed of
it.

Mr. KERR: Make no error; I cndorse
what the hon. member says. 1 am ashamed
of it. 1 am ashamed of the Government:
I am ashamed that they cannot whittle that
number down, the same as they have whittled
their deficit down. The Premier has
said that we are able to carry on our
industries and make a greater margin of
profit than any of the other States. If that
is s0, I want to know why capital is not

coming into this State. to provide more
industries and utilise the raw material pro-
duced for manufacture. The Premier has

merely quoted a few facts in regard to wages
and raw material, but he has not gone into
miscellaneous expenses, and analysed over-
head charges, taxation, and the local
authority rates which the people in this

State have fo pay. Had he done so, he
would have found that the cost of
production here 1s much greater than
in the other States of Australia, more

especially when he takes into consideration
the faxation placed on industry to balance
the accounts of this State, He should realise
that the Nationalist party is out with a
programme with scope enough to co-ordinate
t}m inferests of the country and the interests
of the consumer and other persons in this,
community, and that we are not fighting
for a mvth. We arc fighting for capital to
come into t]’]ls country. To illustrate what T
meuan by eapital, T will give an illustration
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lexling with the irrigation scheme. T mean
t‘n\' the water comnpanies of the world should
be encouwrazod to come to Queensland to
formulate plans for irrigation. There are
in some places in America 500,000 acres
that had been pear-infested somewhat similar
to some of the land in this State. The pest
was dealt with by means of irrigation. Cel-
tain qualitica contained in the arfesian waters
killed the pear, and instead of having a
desert of pear to-day, the water companies
are running an irrigation pldnt thereon.

A GoverxMixrt MemBerR: Where?
Mr. KERR : California.
A GovervmpNytT MEeMBER : Nonsense !

Mr. KERR: They are producing 6,000,000
dollars worth of stuff. That is the dlﬁewnce
between the expenditure of money by pri-
vate enterprise and the way in which loan
money is being unwiscly expended by this
Glovernment. 1t is time that the potentialities
of this great State were utilised, and that
something was done. The capltal which we
require so much in this State will never
come in while we have a system of confisca-
tion existing, such as is applied to the Bris-
bane Tramways Company to-day. No more
valuable asset has ever come into this State.
£2,000,000 of private money has been ex-
pended in providing work by building carri-
ages and laying tram rails, and we want
hundreds of such “ private enterprise”
concerns here.

A GoOVERNMENT MEMBER: They have made
huge profits.

Mr. KERR: We not only require capital
for public utilities, but for a hundred dif-
ferent purposes. When the foreign nations
met at Geneva recently they wanted to
lay down the doctrine that Australia should
be the primary producing country of the
world. The Southern States of Australia
look upon Queensland as a primary pro-
ducing State. The sooner we can alter that
state of affairs the better it will be for our
producers. One proposition, into which im-
migration enters, is that we should have a
greater industrial area, not only in the
city, but right throughout Queensland. The
greater the number of industrial areas, the
greater will be the number of consumers we
shall have. If we did not have an indus-
trial area, would we be able to make an
agreement in connection with the sugar in-
dustry? I say, no. If we had an indus-
trial community, giving work to the primary
producers, we would be able to guarantee a
price for cotton or other primary products
if we had a sufficient number of industrial-
ists to handle and consume thosc products.
We would be able to give a guaranteed
price for wool. The Government have done
nothing to create that industrial community.
I will quote a typical example of what s
happening. I will take wool. Qucensland
produces an equal amount of wool with Vie-
toria, double as much as South Australia.
and ten times as much as Tasmania. Since
March 1920, twenty-two woollen mills have
been established in Australia.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Why?

Mr. KERR: T will tell you why. The
establishment of those mills required the
expenditure of nearly £1,000,000. New South
Wales received ten mills, Victoria ten mills,
South Australia one mill, and Tasmania one
mill. Thnt is damning to this Government,
There were no mills established during
this period in Queensland. We are show-
ing the same disregard for our secondary

[7 Jury.]
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industrics.  That is happening already in
regard to cotton. Tave this Government
ever communicated with Mr. Sterling Taylor,
the Director of Commerce and Industry, to
ascertain the manufacturing disabilities we
are suffering under in regard to cotton?
There is a good deal of propag‘a,ndd from
various hon. members from the Central dis-
tricts of Qucensland. They should study the
question a little more, and do more practical
work rather than talk. This is an exfract
from a report issued by the Department of
Agriculture, showing that they are taking
no interest in the cotton industry at all—

“ Inquiries were made in Great Britain
with the view to manufacturing medi-
cated cotton for use in Queensland. The
result has been the knowledge that the
manufacture of cotton-wool in its several
forms is kept a close secret by the several
firms engaged in the industry; indecd
so well organised is the trade that no
one firm 1s rvesponsible for the whole
process, and each firm has a particular
branch allotted, the combined process
being kept secret.”

That is dated some years ago, but the posi-
tion to-day is exactly the same. I wrote to
Mr. Sterling Taylor to see if I could get some
information to supply to the present Govern-
ment in regard to this matter. I have his
reply dated 6th January, 1922. ~As this
Parliament was then in recess, there was
nothing politically to be gamod My idea
was to try to do something for this great
State.  Mr. Sterling Taylor was here, and I
interviewed him in order to get information
for the people and the Government of Queens-
land to act on. These are the sort of things
I have done. and these are facts I am telling
vou now. I am trying to do something for
the unemployed men to-day. Mr. Sterling
Taylor’s letter reads—

“ 6th January, 1922.

“Pear Mr., XKerr,—I acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 30th Decem-
ber, and am writing to Great Britain
and America with a view to securing as
much information as I can in regard to
the acquirement of plants for the manu-
facture of medicated cotton.

“Yours faithfully,
“ SrERLING TAYLOR,

¢ Director.
“J. 8. Kerr, Esq..
‘ Legislative Assembly,
“ Parliament House,
“ Queensland.”
Tt shows at once that the Queensland Govern-
ment have never instituted inguiries from:
that particular source, and yet he is an
Australian with an expert knowledge. and
one_who is in direct communication with the
various people in the world with capitul.

At the begiuning of my speech I recom-
mended the mtroduohon of a consolidating
Health Bill. This is one of my reasons for

my recommendation: our health
[7.30 p.m.] authoritics—the local authorities,

the Health Commissioner, and
the Home Department—have duties that are
overlapping, Between the three of them
there are sevaral nuisances in the vicinity of
Brisbane that cannot be got rid of. I refev
first. of all to the Ithaca wool sccur. and I
refer next to sn institutfon in my own elee-
torate, ‘where health is of such importanee.
That is the Brisbane General Hosnital, which
has been nationalised by the Gevernment.
That institution is at present overcrowde:l.

Mr. Kerr.]
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and the patients are placed in beds on the torate and denouncing it.

verandas, and, as it is minus a septic system,
the sanitary cart goes there nightly, and
15 allowed to stand outside the wards for
hours. That is an institution nationalised
by the present Government.

The SPEAKER : The time allowed to the
hon. member under Standing Ovder No. 17
has expired.

My, F. A. COOPER (Bremer): After
listening to the hon. member for HEnoggers,
one wonders how it is that he was elected
to this House. But these things will happen,
ind T suppose he just ““ blew in.”” I heard the
hon. member say a few words on the matter
of apprenticeship. Might T introduce onee
more myv hardy annual, and ask the Secve-
tary for Railways, now that the new financial
year is started to do somcthing in the matter
of apprenticeship for the boys in the Ipswich
workshops. There are numerous openings
there for apprentices, and I hope the hon.
gentleman will have some regard for thos-
boys who have passed their examinatious.
Many of them have been trained for a vear
or two at the Inswich Technical College, and
notwithstanding the fact that they are a litile
over the age of siveen years. I hope he will
do what he can in connection with the Arbi-
tration Court to see that these are employed
in the Ipswich workshops.

Tt is very interesting to see the unanimity
that exists on the other side of the Flouse
to-dav. Of course, on this side we aro aceus-
tomed to say that parties on the other side
of the House are one.

Mr. EupHINSTONE: Hvidently you are not
one over there.

Mr. F. A. COOPER : We are thirty-soven,
and that is the sore point with you people.
We are in the habit of frequently sayirg
that the parties on the other side are one.
with the same ideas and the same objects,
but ¥ doubt whether we are altogether right
in that. Sowetimes I think thev are more
fike some of the characters in one of
Dickens’s books.  In “ Oliver Twist” hon.
members will remember that there is a very
remarkahle character known as ¢ Fagin.”
while “ The Artful Dodger” and ¢ Charlie
Bate«” are other remarkable characters. I
think the members of the Opposition are the
political ¢ Fagins” of Queensland. They are
very clever at getting other people who are
uninitirted to do things thev are not game
to do themselves. \

Mr., J. H. C. RoBErTs: That iz what vou
are trying to do at Ipswich.

Mr, F. A. COOPER: There is one thing
1 am game to do. I am game to go to
them.

An OppostrioN MEMBER: Rymer is the man
for you.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Never mind about
Rymer. I can deal with him. 1 do not
wart to waste too much of my time on these
matters, but I do want to stress one or two
things about the pol 1] opinions of hoo.
members on the other side. 1 know the
“artful  dodgers” of the Country party do
not like me reminding them of the wav thev
have been used by these experts in the matter
of political crime. but it is high time they
‘““took a tumble’ to it. The hon. member
for Nananeo is not yet an expert in these
thingz, but he seems to me to he learning.
If the Government do anvthine for the
nd'vantago of the people, he immediately
rries to counteract it by goicg to his clec

TMr. Kerr.
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The hon. member
for Drayton is no better. Nobody, by anv
atretch of the imagination, could call him
an ‘“artful dodger.” I think if we called
him the ¢ artles; dodger,” it would be much
nearer the truth.

Alr. Beeamwgron: I
more truths direcctly.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: I want to remind the
Country party that the Nationalist party
have a habit of just making a little altera-
tivm in that fine old saying, ©* Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might
but they put it this way, ¢ Whatsoever your
party finds to use, use 1t with all your
might.”” They used the agriculturists of this
State for many years, and it was nearly time
the agriculturists found the Nationalists out.
Year after year the Labour party has been
pointing ouf to the agriculturists thail they
are workers just the same as the industrial-
ists; that their interests are wrapped up in
those of the industrialists. and it seems to
me that at last those things are bearing
fruit. I absolve the Country parts. because
they are young in experience. They are
voung “ artful dodgers.” While the Nation-
alists have used the Country party—mnot all
of them—they are not all given to this sort
of thing; but some of them will use any-
thing that comes to their hand, so that it
will do something to damage the workers.
or damage the Labour party in the eyes of
the electors of Queensland. A little while
ago there was an election in New South
Wales, and some of the Nationalivts helped
at that election. They got many poirts in
the matter of organisation and in the matter
of propaganda, but what pleased them more
than anything else waz a little organization
they stumbled across down thers knowa as
“The Protestant Labour TLecagus.”  The
Protestant Labour League was a very useful

will give you some

thing to the Nationalists in New South
Wales, 1t did a wonderful sorvice for the

Nationalists, though it did no good for Pro-
testantism, for no sooner were the National-
ists of New South Wales elected to offics than
they began immediately to deny the things
they promised to do. Sir Thomas Henley,
a leading man in the Protestant organisation
of New South Wales, was elected to the
Ministry. But his health failed him, and he
had to resign hix portfolio. Why? A trust-
worthy man like Sir Thomas Henley would
naturally fall ill when he found out how he
had becn deceived. It may be interesting te
know the things which were promited to the
Protestants wiich have not come to pass. I
want to draw the attention of the Protestants
to that great fact. The Protestants of New
South Wales were promised all sort: of
things in connection with their Protestantism
if they returned the Nationalist party. They
returned the Nationalist party, and those
things have not come about. Some of the
Nationalist politicians who went to New
South Wales found that this was a very good
organisation, and they made overtures for
the starting of this organisation in Queens-
land. They were told to leave the matter
to New South Wales and New South Wales
would fix it up. And, sure enough, they did.
A month or two after the election there
came from New South Wales one or twoe
gentlemen who were Queenslanders, and who
had been working in the inferests of this
organisation in New South Wales. One
gentleman came across, and with him at tho
same time came a big bank balance that was
placed to the credit of the organisation. He
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came across with liberal expenses and salary
and established himself. He had not been
here more than a day or two when another
gentieman came across, and the two gentle-
men went down to the General Post Office in
Brisbane and hired a letter-box and signed
for it in the name of the Protestant Labour
Couneil. They issued a circular, and made
a very remarkable statement in that circular.
They said this—

“We feel sure, in a country like this,
with the forces of darkness and subjec-
tion in control at every point, you will
oxcuse us for not making our identity
known.”

Such modesty appeals to me, but I do not
know that I can allow these gentlemen to
hide their light under a bushel. T think it
only fair to them that the men doing this
mighty work should be known. The Protes-
tant Labour Council had three shining lights.
There was a number of lesser lights, but, at
any rate, there were three shining lights in
the forefrons. There are other organisabions
and other bodies which are using this council
for their own purposes, but I will come to
that later on. The gentleman whom I wish
to mention first is the real star. He is the
foremost worker of this band. He rejoices
in the good Protestant name of Gilligan.
e is well known to many of us in Queens-
land, and, as a matter of fact, he has helped
on thany occasions to stir up the authorities
in this city. If I remember rightly, he
chained himself to the palings and defied the
regulations of the city in the matter of the
holding of public meetings. He has been a
political prisoner, and he has suffered for
‘his sins in that regard. He enjoys the dis-
tinction of being the only man in Australia
who was lately convicted on the charge of
being a member of an illegal organisation.
There have been other men convicted for
other crimes, but Gilligan enjoys the dis-
tinction of being the only man who, being a
member of the T.W.W., was sentenced to six
nonths’ imprisonment, and he got that sen-
fence in South Australia. The Nationalist
party put the indignity on Mr. Gilligan of
making him a political prisoner; but they
have forgiven him and Mr. Gilligan has
forgiven them, and they are mow working
hand in glove for, the purpose of elevating
Protestantism, and whatever else they may
do, for the purpose of damning the Labour
movement. | mention these things to show
that he suffered the penalty for political
crimes. 1 am not altogether saying that a
man who suffers for political crimes is bad.
1f Mr. Gilligan has any other past. I expect
he has paid the penalty; and, if that is so,
it is gone so far as I am concerned.

An OrpostTion MeumBER: Why mention it,
then?

Mr. F. A, COOPER : The next gentleman
also enjoys a Protestant name—his name is
O’Brien. Mr. O'Brien is not unknown to us.
He revelled in beer strikes and other strikes
in Queensland. He has been a member of
gihe LW.W. in New South Wales, and he
hass been a foremost mover In agibations in
variods parts of Australia.

Wir, Morean: You will be
raising sectarianism.

My, F. A, COOPER: I am not raising
sectarianism, but I am making a decent
attempt to bury sectarianism.

Mr. Kgrr: What is your object, if it is not
sectarianism ?

1922—1
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M. A s COOPER: I am making an
effort to disclose to Queensland the men who
are professing to work in the interests of
Protestantism; but they are not working in
the interests of Protestantism but in the
interests of & movement to damn the Labour
party, at whatever cost. I want to be fair
and honest, and I am not going to say any-
thing against these men 1f I canpot sub-
stantiate it. I want to say that Mr, O’Brien
and Mr. Gilligan were the gentlemen who
signed the apvolication for a box at the
General Post Office. They were given Box
1006, and that was the centre, so far as we
were able to find out, for some time of this
wonderful organisation. These two gentle-
men came to Brishane and started their
organisation. They had a room wherein they
met, and a number of gentlemen assisting
them, who are by no means connected with
the Labour movement in Queensland. They
have been connected, and are still connected,
with the Nationalist organisation.
Mr. Kerr: That is not right.
Mr. F. A. COOPER : I will name them.

Mr. Kerr: I defy you to name them.
challenge you to prove your statements.

Mr. T, A. COOPER : Feeling that 1t might
b good to get another Queenslander to help
them in this matter, they brought over from
New South Wales a young gentleman who,
a* the time of the last elections, was enjoy-
ing a holiday in New South Wales. At
least, it was supposed that he was holidaying,
but he was really doing propaganda woric
on behalf of this precious organisation. He
was a young man of good standing, of good
family, and of good appearance; he could
speak well and address anybody. I have no
hesitation in saying that he is a man who was
a friend of mine for some considerable time.
(Opposition laughter.)

- Mr. Kerr: That is not saying much for
him.

Mr. ¥F. A COOPER: He
respectable young man.

Mr. Kerr: Then why criticise him like
this in Parliament?

Mr. F. A. CCOPER : They brought him %o
Queensland, and said, ““ We want you to help
in this little matter.”” I have his card here,
and I will read it. They brought him across,
and he had some cards printed. It was
necessary that he should do so. I want to
say that he did some of this work in New
South Wales, and being a person of good
address, they thought it was a good thing
to bring him here. He rejoices in the name
of R. F. Woodward. For some time he was
a Nationalist organiser in Queensland, and
that is why I want to connect him with the
matter to show that there is nothing of the
Labour movement about him. He organised
in the interests of the Nationalist party for
Bremer, in 1918. This gentleman came o
Queensland and helped in the formation of
this Protestant Labour League. They met
for some considerable time in a room in
George street. Their meetings there were
attended with a certain amount of success
right from the start. They had a number of
Brisbane gentlemen who wished to meet them
occasionally and confer with them. The first
meeting of this council was held, and it was
quite an interesting sight to see members of
this council going down to that meeting.
They came down George street in quite an
off-hand way, as if they were going down fo

Mr. F. A, Cooper.]
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They would walk down the
in the shop windows as if
¥ dmiring things.

An OprosrrioN  MEMBER:
bheen spying on them,

oo

Yoeou must have

My, F. AL COOPER: No, I was not spying
o thet »»; I was just 1001{**1@ at them. They
would read the nate-plates over the door-

way. and then gr M\mllv float upstairs. One
man, came along and pretended
rarette, so That his g(,mg into
right not be noticed by any-
rganisation  met  upstairs and
held their first meeting, at which there was
submitted for their edification the frst
pamphlet issued by this precious organisa-
tion, which is entitled * Labourites, Protest-
ants, Awake!”

Mr. Kemr: Vou are giving the secrets
away. You gave the caucus away, and now
you are givitg this other thing away. (Oppo-
sition laughter.)

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The only reason why
I do not g:vo t‘)g hon mombnr for B "oggerm
away is, the
there is not hmzr to glve

The HoyMi SECRETARY :
of the hollow of a pipe?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: No, but I Lave heard
of the bung hole of a cask. (Lauﬂhter } T want
to say that this precious Protestant Labour
Council met, and this circular that they were
issuing was approved. I am mnot going to
read the whole of the cireular, but I want
to read one or two of the statements that
made the eyes of some members of the
Nationalist party open when they saw it.
One of the statements was—

“The most important portfolios in the
present Ministry are held by Catholics.
Catholics secure every Labour selection.”

In replv o this, I might say that in the
State Ministry there are mine Ministers and
only three are Catholics. In the State
Labour party of thirty-seven members, only
thirteen can be described as Catholics. Then
another statement in the cireular is this—
“Queenslacd’s cleverest detective—T,
Head-—was kept back for years because
he was a Protestant.”

It so happens that Sub-inspector Head is not
a Protestant but a Catholic, and I am
informed that he is a real dyed-in-the-wool,
warranted {o wash, and a yard wide. He is
the *‘real Mackay” or, one might say, the
real *“ Gilligan.” It is astonishing what these
men will do when it comes to downing the
Government. One of the Nationalists was
scmewhat astounded at this circular when he
read it. but he said, *“ Is it all right?”’ They
said “ Oh, it is aH right.””  FHe said, ** Will
the workors take 18?7 They said ° Of course
they will take it. as they took it in New
South W>les like big ﬁshes W:th their mouths
wide open.’

Did you ever hear

Mr. Kzrr: You did not do too well in
Ipswich.
Mr. F. A. COOPER : I have done well in

Ipswich ever since 1915, and they have re-
turped me every time. If you think you
can win the seat from me, come up and have
a try. In deahncr with this couneil, T do
not want to read the whole of the circular,
because it is filled with statements of a
most fantastic character, and it is most
far-fetrhed. /%‘r the first meeting they wers

[Mr. F. A. Cooper.
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Mr. Kerr: Mr.
evidently.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: No, I was no} there.
All the people who were at that meeting
were very wowch like the shipwrecked
mariners who did not know what to do.
When the shipwrecked mariners got to that
state, one of them suggested that they should
do something religious. and another said,
“Let us take up a collection.” (Laughter.)
It was the same at this first meeting of the
Protestant Labour Council. Mr. Gilligan
said, “I think we will do the same as they
do at the commencement of all Labour
meetings. We will sing the first verse of
‘The Red Flag.” (Laughter.) Not being
singers, they were unable to sing, so they
adopted the good old religious methed of
saying the first verse line by line as the
chairman repeated it. The chairman said—

“The workers’ flag is deepest red.”

and the good Nationalists present said after
him—
“ The workers’ flag is deepest red.”

They went on to the end of the firsy verse,
and then they sat down. The chairman
wanted them to sing * Solidarity”; but,
as none of them had any voices for singing,
and. they d1d not know the tune of * Old’
John Brown,” they did not sing it. Xvery-
thing was going well with the new council.
Money was coming in, and they were getting
big amounts ky way of donations until the
o Dal]y Standard ’ of the 3lst May exposed
the whole plot. As a matter of fact, one of
the members of the council went up North
with reams of paper and pampnlei% for
distribution. He had something ke 35 Ib
weight of paper for distribution, but when
he got to Rockhampton word came through-
from Brisbane that the whole game was
exposed by the ““ Standard.” The gentleman
who went to Rockhampton was speaking to
some of the wharf labourers. and they had
nretty heated words about the whole thing.
However, he took the 35 1b. weight of
pamphlets, and heaved the lot into the waters
of the Fitzroy.

Cooper was thers, too,

Mr. Kerr: Did he walk on the water?
Mr. F. A. COOPER: No, he did not. but
thore were enough lies in those pamphlets

which were thrown into the water o block
the Fitzroy River for ever and ever. The
man then returned to Brisbane, and re-
ported the matter to the council. The hon.
member for Enoggera asked me if the man
walked on the water. 1 can tell the hon.
member that he lived on it. He was
gprinkled with water when he was an infant;

he was dipped .in it when he bm* me a
Baptist, and he was washed in the “ Blood
of the Lamb’ when he became a Salva-
tionist. He has been a political 4dvooafu
for every party. He has been a “Bung”
advocate, and an advocate for the cold water
party. He has been everyvthing it is poseiible
to be in religion and politics if he can only
make anythm;r out of it. He would fackle
anv‘chmg at all so long as there was money
in it He was engaged at the same game
in New South Wales, where he also ran as a
parliamentary candidate. He received £200,
and £1 for ecvery vote he got, and, as he
got fifty-two votes, he received £52. These
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are the men who have come to Queensland
for the purpose of running this precious
Labour council in order to delude the
workers of Queensland, I raise my voice
on behall of the workers of Queensland
against this sort of thing. I want the
workers to know who the men are who are
concerned in this matter. WMore than that,
it is my duty to the Protestant community
in Queensland to let them know the actual
facts of the case, so that they will not be
gulled by these gentlemen.

Mr. Warrey: They will be very thankful
to you.

Mr. F. A. COOPER : Ves, they will. It is
because these gentlemen have been endea-
vouring to push the council along -that I
refer to the matter to-night. It s by no
means dead. TIf it were dead, I would not
worry about it. These men are still
attempting to carry on their underground
work, and it is my duty to expose them.
1 understand that they are now engaged in
running two organisations, known as the
Protestant Labour Council and the Protes-
tant Political Council.

Mr. Morean: You say that the * Stan-
dard 7 exposed i, and killed it

Mr. F. A, COOPER: If I hear anything
aboub the sectarian business anywhere, I wiil
expose it every time. 1 have no time for
sectarianism in any shape or form. If we
allow sectarianism to make headway in this
country, we will never be able to stop it
We have been a little bit too careful in these
matters, because we are not game enough to
grasp these wretched matters as we should
and wipe them out as we should. What I
hope to do with my exposure to-night is to
put a stop to this precious council altogether.
There has been great consternation in the
council at the exposure of their precious
game. Some of them were hoping that it
would be a great help to them in the coming
election. I should be sorry to think that
there is any section of the community who
would stoop to such means as have been
adopted by these men for the purpose of
obtaining power in the government of the
country, I am surprised that there are men
who pander to anything of this sort. I
understand that -one Nationalist candidate
gave a cheque for 10 guineas and another of
the Nationalist leaders, not a member of this
House, but one of the leaders outside, gave
a cheque for 15 guineas

Mr. S1zer: Who is he?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Another Nationalist
supporter, who is known to be a very strong
Protestant, was waited upon by Mr. Wood-
ward., Mr. Woodward did not approach him
very gently, but asked him straight out and
said, *“ We want the money, and we must
have it.”> He put his whole case before this
Nationalist gentleman, and asked for a dona-
tion, when he received this reply, “I am a
keen Protestant, and I am a keen Nationalist,
but I have too much regard for my honour to
be mixed up with anything of this kind.”

Mr. Momgan: You say that the “ Daily
Standard”’ has already killed it. Why revive
it?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: 1 said that the
“ Standard 7 exposed it. The * Standard”
certainly squashed it for some considerable
time, but it is going on still If I take the
opportunity to-night fo say omne wor two
things about this precious organisation, I

{7 Juorv.]
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hope to prevent it from continuing any
A prominent business man in South
By e was approached, and he treated
them in the same way as the gentleman I
have just referred to. He refused to have
anything to do with them, because of the
contemptuous way they proposed to raise the
funds. They also went to a big Naticnalist in
Ipswich, and his reply to them was, “ I have
no time and no money for men who attempt
to do things in this way.”” Personally, I have
the greatest possible admiration for National-
ists of that brand. I give great credit to men
of that kind, and it is a pity that all the
members of the Nationalist organisation are
not Iike him. A well known Nationalist rang
up the Protestant Labour Council and objec-
ted to Mr. Gilligan, because, he said, he never
liked his name. I understand that that
Nationalist is a member of this House at the
present time. .
Mr. Fry: Tell us his name.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: We know that the
Nationalist organisation are. fully aware of

the existence of this council, There are
wheels within wheels and circles within
circles, and there is a circle within the

Nationalist organisation that has been push-
ing this precious council ahead for all it is
worth, They are not doing it in the interest
of Protestantism, or in the interests of the
Nationalist party, but solely with the desire
to down the Labour party at the next election,
It is high time that that sort of thing was
stopped. T was very vpleased to read this
advertisement in the ‘ Brisbane Courier ” of
1st July—
¢ WARNING.

“ Sympathisers and {riends are warned
against making coniributions or dona-
tions o any person on behalf of this
council. This council has no authorised

collectors.
“J. F. Warsonw,
¢ Hon. Secretary,
¢ Queensland Protestant Labour
Council,
“ Box 1006 G.P.0O., Brisbane.”

Good old Box 1006 G.P.O.! Some people
have been collecting money and refusing to
hand it over. The Protestant Labour Coun-

cil finds that it bad one man

[8 p.m.] collecting funds on its behalf,

and it is not getting the funds.
There is a very shrewd suspicion that one
of the men collecting for the Queensland’
Political Protestant Council is adopting the
same line of action. He is refusing to hand
over to the council the funds that he has
been collecting. He wants some sort of
assurance that he is going to score out of it
as others have been scoring out of it in New
South Wales.

Mr. MorgaN: Why do you not have him
arrested ?

Mr. F. A, COOPER: He will be arrested
as soon as the Protestant Labour Council go
to the police authorities and lay an informa-
tion; and so soon as the other council lay an
information against these men for obfaining
money that is not theirs, I have not the
slightest doubt that the police authorities
will give instructions to have them arrested.
But unless the Protestant Labour Council
lays a charge and the other council lays a
charge, there is mo hope of anything being
done. After the first exposure, this precious
couneil met and decided they would issue

My, F. A, Cooper.]
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another pamphlet, They ordered a big quan-
tity of them, but while it was on the press
something happoned, and instead of 30,000
being printed, they published 200 and let it
go at that. Two lads were employed by
members of this couneil to distribute these
dodgers on the Sunday night. The boys were
picked up in the street and told they would
get 4s. each for the job—that they would get
1s. down and 3s. when the job was done, and
they were to do the job thoroughly. They
took the 1s. in advance and the dodgers, and
they did their work, and they went back to
the appointed place to pick up the 3s. from
the gentlemen who promised it to them, but
they were not to be found, and those two
lads have nobt yet received the 3s. they were
promised. I appeal to the Profestant Labour
Clouncil to pay those boys. The address of
one of them 15 Dunwich. The unfortunate
boy, who was not in complete possession of
his faculties, became gquite excited over the
thing, and he roamed for days about the
stroets looking for the man who owed him
“three bob,”’ and at last a policeman took
him in charge and took him to the Home
Department. The lad was in absolute
poverty, and he was sent to Dunwich that he
might be fed and clothed.

Mr. Morean: Why did you not go to the
Comrnissioner of Police?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I am not in the
employ of the Commissiocrer of Police.
_ Mr. CostrLLO You ought to be rat-catch-
ing.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: If I were rat-catch-
ing, I weuld advise the hon. member to keep
well out of my road.

Mr. Costeric: I am a pretty early bird,
like you. ,

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I am surprised at
the hon. member making that interjection.
1 understand that it is the early bird that
catches worms. [ want to say that one or
two of the cxpressions used by the members
of this organisation show the character of
men they are. When these exposures were
made, the first expression they used was,
“Who is the shelf? ” I had to make some
inquiries to find out what the word meant,
but I understand now that it is a word used
by certain people in the State to mean that
somebody has, as we would say, * given them
away 7 or ‘““blown the gaff.” They also
accused each other of ‘“lashing ' those two
boys, 1 understand the meaning of that
word is ‘* to take down,” not to give up to
a man the part of the spoils he thinks should
be his. I think the people in whose interests
these men work should make some further
inquiries into the whole matter. 1 appeal
to the Protestant clergymen in Queensland
who have been intimately connected with
Protestantism fto make a public statement
that they are not connected with this Pro-
testant Labour Council.

Mr. Moore: Why should they?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I think it is up to
them to do so. When I see something of
that kind being done in the name of Pro-
testantism, 1 think it is up o these gentle-
men to say that they are in no way connected
with it.

Mr. Morgan: Why does not the Premier
say that he is not connected with i4?

[Mr. F 4. Cooper.
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Mr. F. A, COOPER: So far as I know,
these men arve not leaders of any political
organisation.

Mr. Morean: Why should they deny some-
thing they have not been accused of7

Mr. F. A. COOPER: They have used the
name of Labour in connection with i, and
we are repudiating it. The Labour move-
ment is repudiating these men who are using
the name of Labour for their own ends,
and I think the leaders of Protestantism
should equally rise up and declare that they
have no hand in or conmection with it, and
that it has no connection with Protestantism
in any shape or form. I think it is up to
the Nationalist party, also, seeing the way
in which this has been and is being used, to
stand up and say without any qualms of
conscience whatever that they, too, are in
no way connected with it. I think it rests
with every member of this organisation to
repudiate these precious people who, for some
considerable time, bave been battening and
fattening on this scheme. It is a thing thab
no political organisation should tolerate for
one moment.

Mr. MORGAN:
suspected you?
Mr. F. A. COOPER: No, they have not.

Mr. Mogrean: One would think you were
doing this to clear yourself.

Mr. ¥. A. COOPER: The hon. member
seems 80 much concerned about the exposure
that I wonder—like $the hon. member for
Bulimba—if the hon. member who interjects
is on tenterhooks? I give him the benefit
of the doubt. I do not think he is; but, if
he were genuine, he would be with me in
exposing these precious people.

Mr. Morean: It is so silly tha it is mot
worth taking notice of.

Mr. Bravp: Bay it outside.
it inbo this Chamber.

Mr. ¥F. A. COOPER: This is the place
to bring it and expose it. This is the place
for me %o show that the Labour movement
has no connection with it in any shape or
form.

Mr. BraND: You are not game to say 1t
outside.

Have some of your party

Don’t bring

hMr. Fry: Why does not the Premier say
this?
Mr. F. A. COOPER: Do hon. members

want the real reason why I say it? The real
reason is that they have formed a branch
of it in my electorate—(Opposition laughter)
—and I think i} is up to me to let the people
of Queensland know what I know about this
precious Protestant Labour Council. I have
considered the matter thoroughly, and I am
taking the advice of the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and speaking to my electors on the
Address in Reply. I am accepting the hon.
gentleman’s advice, and speaking fo the
electors of Bremer in particular, and to the
whole of the people in Queensland in general.
I hope they are not going to be beguiled
by this precious Protestant Labour Couneil.
It is a thing which has been instigated for
the purpose of damning the Labour move-
mend. It is being acquiesced in by political
parties whe hope fo benefit by the overthrow
of the Labour movement, They are ready to
acquiesce in anything which comes along
that they think might benefit them. I take
this opportunity of warning the Labour
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people of Queensland to keep clear of them.
It 15 a thing that will do no good. I also
take the opportunity of warning the Queens-
land Protestants to have nothing whatever
to do with this thing. It is not in any way
designed to help them; it is designed only
to Ieat}wr the nests of those people who are
running it, and to be used by a political
party as its only hope of damning = the
workers of Queensland. It S})G&Kb well for
the Labour wmovemenst, and for the high
position it occupies in thiz State, when it
cannot be omtan by stra ghtfomxvd means

and we find its opponents introducing into
this State methods that are unworthy

An Orrosition Mrmser: Who is
ducing them?

My. F. A. COOPER: 1 say it has been
introduced on behalf of the Nationalist
organisation of this State.

My, Fry: That is a lie.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: I say it is not a lie.
It is the truth.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The
hon. membu for l ul}ipd must withdraw the

intro-

remark ‘It is a lie
Mr, Fry: In deference to your wish, My,
Speaker, I withdraw it. 1 say that, so far

as I know, it is not true.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: I quite believe that
the hon. member for Kulilpa may know
nothing whatever about it; but I ask him to
come with me and make further investiga-
tion into this matter—to come and see if we
cannot find out something else about it.
There are wheels within wheels, being used
for political purposes for the dverthrow of
the Labour movement. Let hon. members
be men enough to stand up and admit that
all the things I have said are the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

Mr. SIZER (Xundak): This session has
started off in an extraordinary manner. I
think the speech of the hon. member for
Bremer affords the most disgraceful spectacle
we have ever witnessed since 1 have been in
this Chamber

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. SIZER: 1 followed the hon, member’
speech very carefully. My friend the hon.
member for Enoggera distinctiy asked him
to comzecu this party with i, and he pro-

mised to give the names. We waited
p(xtmnﬂy. The hon. gentleman buili up &
glass house from the beginning. Iic endea-

voured to connect this party, by innuendo,
with someunmg that he described as con-
temptible, and which I and other members
of this party describe in a similar manner.
He has attempted fo build up a glass house
and conuect us with the matter, in the hope
of gaining something by it Such a disgrace
should not be permitted. I am very glad
the front Government bench remained very
silent, Members on that bench did not
applaud the hon. gentleman, and neither did
any members of his party.

Mr. Porrock : Would you like
you one of those pamphletsV
to you now.

Mr. SIZER: If therc is such a thing in
the community, it IS named ¢ The Prctestant
Labour Council,” not the ¢ National
Council.” - The hon. member has said thas

me to show
I will show it

[7 Jony.]
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every man he named has been connected
with the Labour party—not with this party.
To a?te“ﬂpt to connect us with it is con-
temptible. The hon. gentleman has a great
I«'nowledge of the workings of this organisa-
tion, and a great knowledge of the workings
of the Government. Has he betrayed this

organisation in the same way as he has
betrayed the Government?
The SPEAKEER: Order! Order!

Mr. 8TZER: He said he was not ““in the
bag”’ with the Premier. Probably he is
‘out of the bag’ with this organisalion
By his remarks he betrayed a wonder-
ful knowledge of the organisation. I heard
him refer to religious meetings and mention
the collection. 1 suspect that was the time
when he left the meeting of this precious
council. (Opposition laughter.)

The SPEAKER : Order! Order.

Mr, SIZER:

Not one of the men the hon.
gentleman mentioned 13 known to me;

have never heard of any of them. As a
party, we do not know them, and have never
had anything to do with them. The hon.
member became apologetic towards the end
of his speech, and said there were
Nationalists who did not agree with the
policy of this organisation. I ask the hon.
gentleman again, as we asked him by inter-
jection, to name anyone connected with this
party “who is responsible in any shape or
form. He cannot do it. He is only beating
the air. He realises that the genuine
Labour organisations of Bremer are going
to desert him. Probably, he thought he
mlght get into this Protestant Labour organi-
sation, and get them to support him; “but.
emdently, hoy also have found him out. 1
am surprised at the hon. gentlemm‘
Speeches like his inflame the public mind.

Mr, POLLOCK ;

Mr. SIZER: FEven if the organisation
does exist in the comumunity, we have no
cognisance of it.

My, Pornock: Have we not a right to
repudiate a thing which is issued on behalf
of Labour?

Mr. SIZER: If the hon. member for
Bremer likes to put out a circular, no one
can stop him. In descending to sectarianism,
it is very unfair to aftempt to connect this
party with it, when there is no proof of such

Read this circular now.

©a thing.

Mr. Kirwsn: Why did you “put the
boot 77 into Colonel Currie down your way?

Mr. SIZER: I did not
into him

Mr. Kmmwax: Your party did.

Mr. F. A. Coorer: Who got Mr. E. A
Douglas to withdraw from Fassifern?

Mr. Morean (addressing Mr. Kirwan):
What about you? Perhaps they can accuse
you of many things of that sort.

Mr. Kmmwan: No; thank God. There is
no religious test in this party; it is not like
yours.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. SIZER: The remarks of the hon.
member for Bremer lead me to suspect more
strongly than I did before that he is very
closely associated with the movement, and
that he is connected with sectarianism.

Mr. Sizer.]

“ put the boot”




118 Address in Reply.

This session has been remarkable in that
it has shown a change of front on the part
of the Government. The Government came
into power with the idea of Gmanmpatmg
the workers. For wyears they told the
workers they were out for their emancipa-
tion. To«day atter six years of adminis-
tration, we hear hardly a word re ardmg
industrial Aegmmhon not a Word about
emancipation for the workers; only a new-
born love for the farmers. That leads one to
conclude, or assume, thai the workers have
been emancipated, and that there is no more
work for the Government to do so far as
the industrial workers are concerned; that,
having put them on a high plane, they
now devobe their atten t‘en to those whom
they have been crying dJdown for the lest
six years, and they are going to fry and
offer them some measure of help as a kind
of recompense for their maladminisiration.
I intend to analyse the effect of the Govern-
ment’s actlon concerning the industrial
workers, and to ask those workers whether
they are satisfied with the past six yeary
administration, and whether they have got
that full emancipation which they expected,
and also to look through the list of acts
of that Administration—to look at their
broken promises in order that the farming
community may also be able to judge what
they may _expect from the emancipation
oﬁ'ered by the same party. The Government
gtarted in 1915 with the cry of “ Cheap food.”
1 do not know how far that can be main-
tained to-day. We found that a new svstem

—State enterprises—was to be introduced
which would solve the whole situation.
‘When those measures were iniroduced, the

optimistic remarks that have bsen de by
the Premiar on his pruent agrioultural
policy were used almost word for word on
those occasions. Have these State entor-
prises been an unbounded success, and have
they brought about the emancipation of the
workers? 1 do net think so. Have the
‘Government improved the poesition of the
workers in connection with the erection of
homes as compared with the legislation
introduced by Governments before them?
The workers at that time were able to own
a home. The return shows that we have
fallen away in that respect since this emanci-
pating Government came into office. We
also know that” once upon a time a great
industry was 1o be estab ished in our midst
to help to solve the situation. I refer to the
uon and steel works. We are still waiting
for them. We still have the manager, who
is being paid. Evidently that scheme has
been thrown overboard, because the indus-
trial workers have been so emancipated,
and have been plovm{od with so much em-
ployment, that there is no need to pursue
this policy further. Is that a fact? It is
not.

The BSroreraRY FOR Mixes: You have no
right to speak for the Government.

Mr, SIZER: I think I am in order in
saying that hon. members opposite are the
party who promised to emancipate the
worker. Now that they have abandoned
that policy, our policy is to be adopted.
They have found a new love, and I want
to show the section of the (‘ommumty that
they are now t*’ymg to court that they can
place no reliance in the present (tovern-
men$, no mabtter what their programme
may be, and that they will be left sadly in
the lurch by the Government’s maladminis-

[Mr. Sizer.
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tration, in exactly the same way as the
industrial workers have been right through.
The Btate Flsherv enterprise was to be a
great success. It has not been. Hon. mem-
bers orposn " have had to admit that it has
nob corae up to their expectations. At the
time the Industrial Arbitration Bill was
introduced in 1915 the Premier said—
“The Bill is being introduced to
establish a systera which will entirely
do away with the industrial dislocation
that has cceurred from time to time in
the past under a more imperfect system
which has prevailed. Tt is desired to
reach the ob ecuwt of a permanent and
lasting peace.”

T ask hon. members whether that hope has
been realised. JIs 1b not a fact that the
nd\mrt of the Industrial Arbitration Court
failed to satisfy anybody? It has not
isfied the employee or the meloyer and
it has not brou\" t about the slightest soln-
tion of the industrial s ituat"on it has not
provided one permanent means of success,
either for the workers or the community
generally,  Yet it was going to be the solu-
tien o"’ all our industrial troubles! At the
time of the establishment of the State Saw-
mills the Premier said—

“ Tivery confidence is felt that the
smcessful future of these mills is assured,
and their acquirement and rmmmg as a
State enterprise fully justified.”

[Have the facts of a few years’ eoxperience
borne that out? They have not. The Go-
vernment predicted that they were to be an
ungualified success in the same way as they
now predict that this agricultural scheme is
going to be an unquahﬁec success. Lhis Go-
xornment who are now nicadm" for the
farmers, are the Government who, last year.
took  £480,000 out of the pockﬂts of the
farmers.

Mr. Cornm
hood.

My, SIZER : The only Government who ever
’nr"du(-@d a land tax and a system of rent-
acking is the present Government, and last
vear, by means of the land tax, thev extorted
£480,000 from the people.

Mr. Coruins: Not from the farmers.

eliberate false-

Mr, SIZER : Bofore they came into power,
not one penny piece was paid in land tax.
Thev have saddled that on to the farmer
They are the people who have bur’i oned the

pastora al eomn junity with rent-racking. They
have 1?(1(‘&“(‘(“ thoir rents and oru bod them.

I would remind them that they vobbod the
ferming community by means of the butter
pool

Mr., W. Coorgr: That is not true.

Mr, SIZER: Tt is true. £3.000 was denied
to one C()»opemmiv@ factory in one month.

Mre. W. Coopir

Mr. SIZKR: The hon. 1
pmtgclly well that it is tru When the
farmers could have got 184s. they only got
140s. per cwt, which was the price fixed by
the Government.

Mr., W. CoopEr:

That 15 untrue.

gentleman knows

You are wrong in both

figures. ,
Mr. SIZBR: The Queensland Farmers
Co cpm‘x ve Clompany, having 1,300 <uppher<

lost £3,000 in one month as a direct result
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nment interference; yet hon, mem-
the people who come along
ath-bed repentance to the farmers.
¢ We have emancipabted the indus-
and row we want to do the

If they do nothing more for
ers than they have done for the
workers, I would say that the
farming community in this State. no matter
how excellent the policy of the Government
ig, must turn a deaf ear to them. We have
to bear in mind the acts of the present
Government and lock at the State in general.
We re to recognise that we are not in a
prosperous condition, and that the Govern-
ment will be appealing for support in the
course of the next few months. With regard
to this agricultural policy of the Govern-
ment

Mr, CorLins: What is wrong with it ?

Mr. SIZER: There may not be anything
wrong with the policy. The farmers know
full well the Government’s maladministration
and their broken promises to the workers,
whora the Government at one fime professed
to re and the farmers must trast
s on the Opposition side of the
ing the agricultural policy into

ation,

Mr. Brennaw: What about Wyrcema?

At 830 p.m.,

'i“he CuatruaN oF CoMMITTRES (Mr. Kirwan
Drisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair,

Mr. BIZER: Had their administration
boeﬂ‘&l(y)‘nd, or had their legislation been
sound, "we might have been able to believe
them fo a certain extent; but even the words
of members of the Cabinet or of individual
members opposite cannot he taken for one
moment.  The farmers must not payv too
ymch importance to what they are told by
hon. members opposite. The workers of the
‘Staie, and particularly the public servants,
were told that there was to be no retrench-
ment.  Is that not true? Did not the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat and
his colleague, the hon. member for I
at thoe time of the elections, state that if t
Government attempted to reduce the wages
-of the public servants they would vote against
it We are waiting to see them do so.

CMr. Winemanney: You will wait a long
timne.

Mr. BIZER: We want to see what happens.
The public servants are well satisfied that
the Government have broken their promises.
We are waiting to see now whether the two
hon. members 1 have mentioned will also
break their promises, and whether, when the
public servants’ pay 1s reduced, they will still
sit behind the Government and find some
excuse to gull the workers still further. Dur-
ing the Paddington election the Secrefary for
Mines told wus that within three months
there would be no unemployed. I think those
three months have elapsed, and there are still
unemployed in this State.

The SecrETary ror Mines : There are unem-
ployable. I think the position has been
greatly exaggerated.

My, SIZER: I do not know that the Go-
vernment can solve the problem to-dav, but
they have no right to delude the workers into
supporbting them by stating they would do
‘things that they knew they could not do.

The Secrersry ror Mines: You are exag-
gerating the position,

-
b
N

i Iiep

Mr. SIZER: I am not exaggerating the
position at all. The hon. gentleman now says
that he was referring to the unemployable.
Does he wish to insinuate that all tire unem-
ployed are unemployable?

The Secrzrary For Mixes: I know the posi-
tion has been greatly exaggerated.

Mr. SIZER: The bon. gentleman had no
right to say there would be no unemployed.
Hveryone in the community knows that there
are unemployed, and that there is a depres-
sion; but at the same time the Government
have turned from the industrial workers.
They have left them high and dry, and care
no more for them, for the simple reason that
the industriel workers have turned them
down. Tho Government have been tried and
found wanting, and now they are hoping to
create a rural atmosphere in order that these
things may be forgotten, and that it will be
s case of “Let sleeping dogs lie.” It is by
their administration that we kanow them, and
it is on their acts that the people will judge
them. The people outside will not for one
moment take notice of the glib phrases which
fall so flippantly from responsible Ministers.

The Secrerary ror Mines: They will not
take nofice of a gloomy pessimist.

Mr. SIZER: I am not a gloomy pessimist.
Hon. members opposite are endeavouring, by
every means possible, to placate the farmers.
The high days of State enterprises have gone,
and the high days of big wages have gone.

Mr. Brexnan: Do you agree with it?7 Be
honest,

Mr, SIZER: The hon. member need not
tall about honesty. That question does not
enter into the matter at =all. The Govern-
ment promised that they would not reduce
wages. 1 want to remind the farming com-
munity, when hon. members go before them
with their “ high falutin’ policy and with
their glib phrases uttered with their tongues
in their cheeks, that they are the same gentle-
men who were driven from the Loendon
money market, not because they were a
T.abour Government, because the New South
Wales Labour Government received assistance
at the same time, but because they bad
broken faith with the pastoralists of this
State. They were driven from the London
money market because of their iniquities so
far as the men on the land were concerned,
and they have made no effort fo rectify the
position. They were driven from the London
money market into the hands of their Yankee
friends because of their maladministration
of the affairs of this State. The hypocrisy
of the whiole thing! If the farming com-
munity take the advice I give them. they
will get all they can in the dying days of
the present Government, because. if the Go-
vernment were to remain in power for twenty
vears, they could not recompense the farming
cornmunity for the losses they have sustained
during the six years of Labour government.
These are the gentlemen who dragged a
widow woman through the courts in the
Moors perrie cattle case. and now they say
they sre solicitous for the farmers.

¥, Brexwan: Who paid her expenses?

Mr. SIZER: They placed a land fax on
the farmers, increased their rents. confiscated
their cattle. took away their butter, and made
them squeal on every possible occasion; and
now, in the dving hours of their political life,

My, Sizer.]
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they make a death-bed repentance. If the Mr. Bre v: Like the Fuller Government
farming community want assistance they in New South Wales.

know where to gebt it. At the time of the
ntroduction of the State Produce Agency
Bill all sorts of promises were made to the
farmers. The other night the Premier said
that everything would be glorious, and that
the millennium would be reached so far as
the farming community were concerned if
they would enly agree to a certain Bill.
Figuratively speaking, he said they would be
relieved of all their burdens if they accepted
that measurc. The self-same promises were
made when the State Produce Agency Bill
was introduced into this Chamber. Did those
things come about?

Mr. BrexnaN: Who killed it?

Mr. SIZER : It does not matter who killed
it. It was going to lead to a solution of all
their troubles. The Government were going
to charge only 25 per cent. commission.
There would be no more middlemen, and the
millennium would be reached by the farmer.

The farming community has seen how
miserably those promises have failed in prac-
tice. The industrial workers have also seen
how miserably the Government have failed.
They also can look for no measure of relief
from the Government. The Government have
come to the end of their tether, and can offer
them nothing in future, so they exclude them
altogether from the Governor’s Speech.

Mr. Corring: That is not so. They are
giving compensation in regard to miner’s
phthisis.

Mr. SIZER: Even if it is put in the
Speech, it is window-dressing, and it can
offer no solution of the industrial trouble.

Mr. Brexnan: You are a carping critic.

Mr. SIZER: There will be some carping
critics of hon. members opposite when the
hypoeritical statements they make in attempt-
ing to <dupe one section of the community
are fully realised. After duping one section
of the communrity for six years, they are
endeavouring to do it again. Whether the
Government think agriculturists have a lesser
mentality than other members of the com-
munity I do mot know, but that is not so.
The Arbitration Court is admittedly a failure
—or, at least, it has not come up to expecta-
tions—and is not providing a solution in any
shape or form for the industrial problem.

The Secrprary ror Mings: Is workers’
compensation a failure? You will surely
give us eredit for that! ’

Mr. BIZER: I will, if the hon. gentieman
wants it, give him credit for State Insurance.
I do not want to be narrow. One realises
that the industrial situation should receive
a good deal of attention from this Chamber
to-night. That the arbitration system has
failed is admitted by the Labour party.

The SscreraBy roR Mings: Not the Labour
parby. ,

Mr. SIZER: By the industrialists cutside,
and it is also believed by the majority of the
people. But there is no room in the Govern-
ment platform for any reform in that direc-
tion. They have nothing to offer after the
experience of a number of years of the work-
ing of the Arbitration Act. Until they are
prepared to come down and meet in confer-
ence and discuss the whole situation, they
should endeavcur to solve the trouble much
on. the lines——

[Mr. Sizer.

Mr. 8IZER: The hon. member knows that
the Government themselves are fast becoming
as  reactior as the most teactional
Government Australia. They accuse
Fuller Government of being reacbionar
because that Government reduced the hasic
wage and reduced the pay of public servants;
but hon. members opposite are doing exactly
the same.
~Mr. Brexwan: The Fuller Government are
doing it against the promises they made.

Mr., SIZER: The Fuller Government are
doing what they promised to do at the elec-
tion. Hon. gentlemen opposite said tl
would not reduce wages, but they are
16,

The Smcrrrary rForR Pusric LaNDS:
Fuller Government said they would not

- My, SIZER: The hon. gentleman is guite
incorrect. Instead of the Government endea-
vouring to use that industrial knowledg
which they led the workers to think t
possessed, in order to arrive at a sclution of .
the industrial question, they are adopting
old reactionary method of cutting do
wages. 1 say that wage reduction alone will
olv e situation. It may be onc of
the cssent requirernents.

The SecrerTsary FoR Mines: The
system will never solve the situation.

Mr. SIZER: The Premier, in raply to a
question asked by the leader of the Opposi-
tion to-day, admitted that he was s revolu-
tionary, and that he wanted to see the over-
throw of the capitalistic system and the intro-
duction of a communistic system, but thas he
wanted to bring it about by constitutional
means, and not by violent and revolutionary
means. 1 have more respect for the burglar
who comes to your heuse and burgles it than
1 have for the man who is invited to your
house and gets your confidence and friend-
ship and becomes the friend of your wife
and family, and then gradually steals bit by
bit that which belongs to you. That man is
far more despicable than the burglar.

The Secrrrary FoR Mines: We agree on
that. -

Mr. SIZER: I have a certain amount of
respect for those men who honestly, in the
Domain and at Labour conferences, tell you
they are comimunists—that they want a revo-
lution, and are fighting for it. Therc is a
great difference between the open burglar
and the man whe makes your acquaintance
and then vobs you by stealth.. Hon. gentle-
men opposite are announcing an agricultural
policy, which they know is diametrically
opposed to the poliey of the Australian
Labour party. They know that, if they
succeed in placing it before the people, the
Austrulian Labour party will not stand for
it or allow it to become the policy of the
party. The Government derive their power
from the Australian Labour party, which
plainly tells them that it will only accept
their policy so long as it suits thewr views.
The members of the Government will have
to sign the pledge to support the policy of
the Australian Labour party. including the
Melbourne objective, which is diametrically
opposed to the policy which the Government
are enunciating. There is only one course
open to the Government—either to pub their
agricultural policy into operation, break

wage
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faith with those who are their supporters and
turn traitors to the organisation they belong
to, or throw over the agricultural policy.
They cannot consistently pué that agricul-
tural pelicy into operation and reconcile it
with the Melbourne resclutions or the Bris-
bane objective which they have been called
upon to support. If ever we had an exhibi-
tion of “ cant, humbug, and hypoerisy,” we
have it in the agricultural policy of the
Government, which they have mo chance of
putting into operation, because they ave
bound hand and foot to their organisabion,
which says they must be revolutionary, and
will only support them so far as they are
revolutionary.

The Spererary For Mmes: If there is
industrial chaos, why not suggest a remedy?

1 am coming to that. We
we have not reached the
fay as the indusirial situation
I recognise that the wage
solution is not a permanent solution. There
are other means. The arbitration systern
will not enable us to do everything that is
necessary. It is too hard and fast. It goes
on the theory of the reduction or increase of
wages. The Government would show states-
manship if they would cast from their ranks
those who are creating the bitterness which
keeps e:nployers and employess from coming
together. Let them initiate a movement to
select men who are honest in doing a fair
thing in the workers’ interests, and who are
anxious o solve the situation. Let them
meet an equal number of men in the
employers’ interests who are anxious to solve
the situation. T.et them come together and
meet at an honest round-bable conference,
where they can appreciate the difficulties of
one another, and endeavour to solve them, If
wages have to be reduced, let them see if
the capital costs and overhead charges cannot
also be reduced. At any rate, that is the
proper way to do it, and not simply sit
1dly by and let the Arbitration Court do it.
The Arbitration Court has failed, so we
should try the other system. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed
him by the Standing Orders.

Mr. W, COOPER (Roscwood): 1 listened
atbentively to the remarks shat fell from

the hon. member for Nundah as to how the
farming community have been robbed by
this Government, [ claim to know as much
abhout the butter indust and also about the
interests of the farming community, as the
hon. member who has just resurned his seat
He said that the favmers had been robbed
by the action of this Government in fixing
prices so far as butfer is concerned.
remember the time when the Federal Govern-
ment fixed the price for the farmers through-
cut the whole Commonwealth, and the price
fixed for butter was 128s. per cwt, Mr
Hughes, in his wisdom, no doubt saw what
was coming. He relinquished the control
of price-fixing for the Commonwealth, and
handed it over to the various industries or
co-operative factories, or perhaps to the
butter merchants, to do exactly what they
could for themselves in particular, and then
fov the farmer afterwards. The rvesult was
that the price of bustter dropped from 128s
to 118s. per cwt. When the Queensland Go-
vernment saw what was happening to the
farmer, they stepped in and resumed control

and fixed the price of butter at 138s. per

&
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cewt.  But they went fuorther. They pooled
the whole of the butter that was manufac-
tured in Queensland, and while the pool
lasted, the butter producers in Queensiand
received a higher price for their butter than
the producers in any other State in Aus-
tralia. 1 took a keen interst in $his matter,
and went over to northern New South Wales
to find out if the butter producers of that
State were treated better than the butter
producers in Queensland. At that time, the
Imperial authorities were paying 174s. per

cwt. for »v; but the highest price the
farmer 11 ew South Wales received was
25, 3d. to Z2s. 34d. per lb. In Queensland,

under the pooling system, the prodacer was
receiving 25, 4d. per Ib., or 264s. per cwt.,
for his butter.

My, DEBBINGTON:
South ¥

Why dide’t the New
es farmer send his buther here?

Mr., W. COOPER: The hon. gentleman
knows nothing about buiter. He is always
interjecting something about butter, which
he knows nething about, and he ought to
stick to cheese. 1 spoke to several directors
of butter companies on the Richmond River,
and that was the information they gave me,
and, when I made that statement from the
platform at a public meeting, they said that
my statement was absolutely correct. The
butter in New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, and Western Australia had got
into the hands of the buiter speculaiors, so
the consumers were paying more in those
States, while the producers were getting
legs than in Queensland. 1 admit that ab
that time I thought the butter producer in
Queensland was not likely to get a fair
deal from price-fixing, but since then I am
something like the cat, I have had my eyes
opened, and T find that, if the price had
not been fixed in Queensland by the Govern-
ment, the butter speculator would have taken
s hand, and he would have got all the profit.
while the producer would not have received
the full reward of his labour. (Government
members: Hear, hear!) Ever since 1915
the Labour Government have done all they
possibly can to help the farmer.

We know that the cotton industry has
made great strides in Queensland. 1 find
thet the Government have advanced £61,000
to the men who have embarked in the cotton
industry, and they are o-day paying interesy
on that money, althongh they will not re-
ceive one penny interest back from the
farmer after all the coiton has been sold.
Hon. members opposite complain that a
land tax has been placed upon the farmers.
We know that a land tax has been placed
on all holders of frechold land; but the
man who; embarks on intense cultivation
pays the least tax of all. The city proper
ties pay twenty times as much land tax as
the average farmer does. Hon. gentlemen
opposite tell us that the large squatter out
West is a farmer, and that the interests of
the squatters and farmers are the same. Do
they mean to say that the squatter has the
same interests as the farmer who takes up
160 acres of scrub land? What about the
men who went into the Rosewcod scrub with
their wives and families? They had to
fell the timber and carve out a home for
themselves in the scrub. How much serub
land was taken up by the squatter? None
at all. Where did the squatter go $o take
up his land? He selected the rolling downs.
where there was no labour required, and no
scrub to be cleared. There was too much

Mr. W. Cooper.]
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work to be done in the scrub land, and the
squatter selected the downs couniry, and in
addition he received privileges which the
small man could not get. Hon. members
opposite say that thev are the friends of the
farmer. They are the friends of the squat-
ter. 'The squatter would never allow a small
man to take up land if he could prevent it.
T know from experience in New South Wales
how the squatter used to $reat the small
farmers, They wused to ‘““dog’”” his land
and “duff 7 his cattle. They also used to
chop down his fences and force him off his
little bit of land. That was the attitude the
squatter took up.. It is no use hon. mem-
bers opposite coming here and telling us
that the squatter is concerned for the small
faymer. WMNothing of the kind! You can
take my eclectorate, which was held at one
time by the squatting interest. Perhaps a
man who kept two or three dogs and black-
fellows occupled that great tract of country,
where the small man to-day is toiling to get
a living for his wife and children. How
much revenue «did that land pay to the
State before 1t was occupied by the small
settler ?  If any Government deserves credit
for doing something for the man on the land
it 38 this Government. Some hon. members
opposite—I do not say all-—were in Parlie-
ment in the days of the grand old-Liberal
Government. These members say that we
are now going cap in hand to the farmers.
They went along at every election and said,
““ You want to look out for that sccialistic
mob; they will take your farm away from
you; they will tax you off the land”; bub
to-day we find that the farmers are appre-
ciating what has been done for them by this
Government, Then they came along with
the old Tory cry of © Bolshevism,” and now
their cry is “ Communism.” I am quite
satisfied, from what I was told when speak-
ing in New South Wales, that the hon.
member for Bremer was on the right track
in trying to scotch this sectarian business
which is now being used to defeat the Labour
Government at any price. Are they squeal-
ing against this Government because we are
injuring the small man on the land? Not at
aly, bubt because we are passing legislation
detrimental to their own interests, What
do they care for the small man on the land?
1 have followed their tactics closely for
thirty years. At every election they cry,
“ Be careful of thess socialists; be careful
of the Bolsheviks; they will tax you off the
land.”

Mr.

right.

My, W. COOPER : 1 want to tell that hon.
x{mmber something that I was told the other
day. do not know whether it is true or

not, but he will have an oppor-

Epwarps: It has come out prethy

19 pan.] tunmity to deny . I was told
that he was the worst small
farmer in the Nanango electorate. I do not

know whether the Bathurst burr grows there.

Mr., Epwanps: I am prepared to take you
on at any time.

Mr. W. COOPER : I will do anything on
a farm that the houn. member can do at any
time, and I will be able to do a lot more
after he is finished. No doubt, the hon,
member has told his electors, ““ Be careful
of the propositions the Government are hold-
ing out to you,”” and yet he denied the state-
ment made by the Premier the other night.
It will be a very easy matter for any member

[Mr. W. Cooper.
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on this side of the House to get proof of
what he has been saying in the Nanango
electorate,

Mr. BepBINaTON :
anyway.

He has told the fruth,

Mr. W. COOPER : I am satisfied that, if
he has told the truth, he has done more
than the hon. member for Drayton has done
in this Chamber. It is a sore point with these
gentlemen that the Government arc endea-
vouring now o help the men hon. members
opposite pretended to help for so long. They
say that we have stolen their platform. For
sixteen years they had the opportunity to do
something for the man on the land, and 1
defy any man on the other side to show
that they ever did anything for him, or ever
introduced a Bill that was beneficial to the
small man on the land. They have always
been with the squatter. The squatters have
come along and said, “ You must not pass
this Bill, you will have to withdraw it; 1t is
in the interests of the small man.” You can
introduce 1t, of course. It will be a very
fine bit of electioneering for you.” And so
the Bill was introduced, and it was easy for
them to go along to the other Chamber and
say, “ We do not want this Bill passed. We
are introducing it in the Lower Chamber,
but you can throw it into the waste-paper
basket.”” When they were charged with
repudiating election promises, they had a
very fine excuse—* We certainly introduced
it, but the Upper House threw it out. We
could not help it—you know what those old
chaps down there are—they would throw out
anything.” When it came to abolishing
them the other day, they told a very different
tale.

There is no need for me to belabour some
of the statements of the Opposition. I am
going to draw hon. members’ attention to
what the Government have done for the man
on the land-—for instance, the education of
his children. I have some reason for speak-
ing, because the Government have established
a rural school in my district. The children
get all the benefits open to city children in
domestic science and secondary education,
This Government have spent at least £650,000
a yvear more on the education of the children
than the previous (rovernment, and most of
that is going into the country to give greater
facilities for the education of the children
of the man on the land. Hon. members
opposite will come along and try to brush
that aside, just as they have sought to do
in the past,

The Government have built a railway in
my electorate—unfortunately, it is not in my
new electorate. 1 refer to the Rosevale-
Rosewood railway. It was promised thirty
vears ago. Years agc the money was
appropriated, but perhaps a change of party
occurred, and the railway was scrapped.
Tach time the leader of this greut Farmers’
party—the friends of the farmer—as they
call themselves—as a matter of fact, they
have been the enemies of the farmer ever
since I have known anything about politics—
each time he would come along and say,
“Oh, we are sorry. If you reburn us to
power, or if you put the Government
nominee in again, we will construct this
line.”” Something has been said in connec-
tion with the spendthrift policy of this
Government. Although the Government have
had deficits, they are not the only Govern-
ment who have been similarly situated in
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*Quw\mhvd Previous Governments, as soon
as they found they were going to have a
deficit, cut up a big area of Crown lands,

sold it, and placed the money in the con-
solidated revenue, afterwards going fo the
wlec 1 ing, “ We are the people who

Stato; we have a surplus.”
me of a farmer who said to
me, when I asked him how he was gez‘t’mf

I doing very well.” I said, *“ How
many <ows have you?’ He said, “I have
forty cows, but I haVL a loss of 810 every

can finance fl
That reminds

on,

wonth.” I said, Ionw can you, then, be
doing well?” He said, “I sell a cow each
wonth, and make up ‘the deficit.” At the

ond of forty months he had no cows. Had
the hon. gentlemen opposite occupied this
side of the House for the last six yoars, 1
am afraid they would have been in the same
position as this unfortunate farmer, and
would have had no Crown land to sell. It
is amusing to hear hon. members opposite
telling the people that the Government are
not in earnest in their endeavours to do
something for the man on the land. They
never attempted to do anything. They so
gulled the farmer that he believed them
until 1915, when he awokened to the fallacy
of the policies they were expounding on the
platform at every election. They are now
confounded bo think that another Govern-
ment could come along and de in seven years
S0 1e which it tock them sixty years to
contemplate, without arriving at anything
definite.,

Mr, WARREN (Murrumba):

This session

has been produckive of some wonderful
mants We have a wonderful Governor’s

Hpeech—wounderful for how little there is in
u’ and how much is out of it. This night’s
itting has been wonderful because of fwo
gentlemen of the name of “ Cooper” FOUOW
ing each cther on the Government benches
and throwing oubt so much asphyxiating
sectarian gas that the Charmber has been pol-
lated. I am not going to bother repudiafing
such humbug and stu pidity; T think the
utterances of those gentlemen have been such
a5 to bring sufficient condemnation on the
15 is about time that hon. gentlemen raised
the prostige of this House rather than put
it into a sewer,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. gentleman is not 1n order in suggestmw
that any member of this House is reducing
the tone of it to that of a sewer.

Mr. WARREN: I take back the “ sewer.”

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
wentleman must withdraw the remark, which
entirely unparliamentary.

Mr. WARREN : I withdraw it. This ses-
sion we are facing the most important thing
that Queensland has faced since it became a
self-governing State. The industrial ques-
tion is very rnport(m”{ but I do not think
h, is as xmporta nt as the agricultural ques-
tion. I was very sorry to hear the Secretary
for Mines rvefer to workers as * unemploy-
able.”

Mr. Winszanzey: He did not do anything
of the kind.
Mr. Prrerson: It is reported in ** Han
aard.”
WARREN: It is an unfair thing, 1

kriow a considerable number of unemployed,
and they are the most hnfoxtunate class it is

sossible to find. T’”m man who is not able
m work while willing to work i most to be

Juvy.]
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d of any man in the State. We wa:
know whether there is any sincerity in the
omoters of this agricultural scheme. I is
@t a mattor of whether the Government can
it tbmnvh, becamo the (}‘owrnmeot
last long ewough fo botl about

atter of w‘wm her fhese g lemen

are ser and > going on right lines. I
cm in favour of this b/}n,nw, and i must
Because of their insincerity, the Go-

rent will not produce the scheme or
it into effect, even if thev have the
e of doing so. I do not believe
ve thrown the industrialists over. 1 do
rot believe the leopard has changed his spots.
Mr. CoLnivg:
them over.

Mr. WARREN:

You do not want us to throw

I do not want any man
to throw the industrialists over. It would
be a sorry thing for Queensland and for
stralia 1f the great body of the people
were thrown over. But we do nof want this
camouflage Government to dupe the people
of this State.

Mr, Coruins: Do you say we duped the
farmer when we passed the Regulation of
Sugar Cane Prices Act?

. WARREN: I say the Government are
1 Take the case of the fruit-
g Last year the fruitgrowers of
(ueensiand were organised to the extent of
80 per cent. of their strength, which is
equalled by no other organisation. They

ed the Becretary for Agmculxure to bring
ooa Bill that would pfcoduco something
better than that which is offered here to-night,
The object was to constifute a Qunens:and
fruitgrowers’ fedeval council, which would
exercise exactly the same functions as will
be exercised by the Council of ! ”ulta‘"c
which is to be created now by the Govern-
31’;0]’1'@,

e

3 Mr. Do you not know that the
State went cannot constitute a fruit-
grow md@ml council?

Mr. WARREN : The stupidity of the inter-

jection is obvious. The federation was con-
stituted. We asked the Government to bring
in a Bill o assist us fo consummate this
scheme. We did not come $o the Govern-
ment asking for money. We desired to
have an orchard tax so as to carry on this
council of advice and eduncation without com-
ing cap in hand to the (Government. Before
the termination of the last session, I asked
the bh(‘retarv for Agmcuxture if he was going
to bring in that Bill, and he answered,
“ No.”” The Government at that time did
not feel it necessary, or Lﬂcy thought it
impossible fo take over control of the farming
‘ommumty They do not want to take over
the control of the farming community any
more than they want to throw over the
industrialists. What they want to do is to
Lreak up the farming organisations politi-
cally. This communistic Government—this
(overnment that has gob neither soul nor
mind—wants to destroy the organisations that
we have built up in this State. If the Go-
vernment had given us the Bill we desired in
the interests of the fruitgrowers, they would
have been ‘mz'umg up the organisation
instead of causing it to lose ground, and the
orgenisation would have been 100 per cent.
organised instead of 90 per cent. That shows
the sincerity of the Government There was
no communistic section in thiz Fruit Grov*m"
Organisation. I am not afraid of the

Mr, Warren.]
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Yovermmoent splitting up the farming com-

raunity., 1 give the farmers credit, the same

as 1 give the workers credit to-night, for

taking a stand independent of any political

parh; here is no doubt that the Govern-

ment will not get 1 per cent. of the farmers

to vote for 'cbis stupid move to try and

s

instead of building up. To show
ty of the Government, I will quote

) ot from s paper called © The
Advoeate,” which is not a Nationalist organ.
15 is in answer to correspondent ¢ Bill
Bailey T

“ Your letter indicates that you, like
many others, have a real grievance, but,
unfortunately, yours is of such a nature

as to involve sweeping the present system
of production for profits completely away,
befors you can secure the redress you

desive. That event may or may POu be a
long way off. Feep on agitating
head o? this great agricultural

Beeret for culjure.  IHe

1
SLAN A FLOY HN

Agy:

18

gentlomar who says that we
should produce for nse cnly. Tleve is o pape
hinting that the time may he pv\ny close
when it i Ul;f to take Houn. mem-

bers opposite t alk with their wwum in their
checks and t‘:y to delude the poor ““cocky,”
and to make out that he is a man of inferior
mind. This scheme is in bad hands, and, if
the Government were sincere in their desire
»to promote the interests of the agriculturists
they would organise on different lines, and
would see that the scheme was going to be
heneficial to the farmer, instead of attempling

to get support for themseclves. I feel very
strongly on this matter, because it is the

only thing of importance contained in the
Governor’s Speech. We have seen the Secre-
tary for Agmcmtum and the Premier going
db{)ut addressing different Ipeetmgs like Paul
and Silas of old trying to make an impres-
sion upon the people and endeavouring o
lead the farmers to believe that they are
disinterested in regard to tholr scheme. ]
remember when I was a director of a fruit-
grow company seeing a document signed
by a genﬂcman who hu\ organized this
scheme-—I do not mean the Premijer.

g’
ers

Mr. Brenvan: You mean My, Harrison?
Mr. WARRAEN: No. This gentieman is
in the employ of the Government, I saw

this documenst, which was an offer of £2,500
to come into this scheme.

Mr. BEBRINGTON :
ihery !

The DREPUTY
would like to poii.h
for D;m%on that the wuse of
7 s not parliamentary. and,
of my ruling, I will quote * May ”
A gross form of interruption by loud
m‘ios “of ‘shame’ has been s rongly con-
demned by the Speaker. who declared
his intenticn to take notice of the com-
mittal of the offence.””

Shame! Shame !

B
SPRAKER:

Qrder !
ocut to the ho ¥

memb
the ¢

in

suppors

21

Ay

T

will
House of

member for Dravton
on tnat of the

hope the hon.
hase his conduct
Clommons.

Mr. WARREN : The growers bein;
organised, the organiser of the Government
scheme thought it advisable to make an offer
to them. The name of Mr. Story
appeared at the bottom of that
document. If this scheme '“eqmres
that sort of thing to prop it up, it is abso-

[Mr. Warren.
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lutely wrong and an lmmordl business trans-
action. 1 would not have taken the action
I did with regard to the fruitgrowers if I
did not think a scheme of this sort is needed.
is nooded; but let us fs o

It seews to me thab
on_ the other side do mot
this kind brought forwa

T.et uz have the truth about
at £2,000 bribe you were talking of.

Mr. WARREN: T have made the
ment that T saw this document.
wrote to the Press two days afterwards, and
my letter appeared in the Press. I want
to know the reason for this oﬁer and it is
only righi that the Government q%(,uld give
some explanation. We know that mﬂmzv
preduction is the key to success so far as
this State or any other State is comcerned,
and ws will do all we can to assist a scheme
of this description,

Mr. Guepson: You are
to-night to block it.

Mr. WARREN arn not domr«: my besk
to block ib, hut I do not think 1t
allow the scheme bo go through ho
using proper p;cmuhons and %eemg wﬂhther
we canuot m:ﬂw it better. Surely hon. mem-
bers opposite do not fﬂmlr they have all
the knowledge in regard to the scheme, or
phat simply hecause it was drawn up b‘r a
public servaut it is an absolutely finished
scheme? Schemes of this description take
vears to Work out. It is only by the evolu-
tion of time that a scheme of this kind can
be brought to perfection. Surely the farmers
who have been working in the interests of
co-operation for many years know quite as
much of these matters as hon. members on
the other side? 1 say hon. members oppo-
site are nob co-operationists. They do not
know what co-operation is while they are
tied to the communistic platform, and while
they are tied to the policy of destroying a
man’s earnings.

Mr. Brexwax: You are not responsible for
what you are saying.

Mr. WARREN :

+this
hon,

Tike a

) holm%’v

members

matter of
Ar. C!,«,mo\‘

Vet (,{.

state-
T also

doing your

The hon. member is not
responsible. He will be all right in a week’s
time. We stand for co-operation, and we
believe that co-operation and profit-sharing

are going to solve ocur troubles. I wani io
ask the CGovernment. who are infroducing
this scheme, what they stand for. Surely

they are not above being asked such a ques-
tion? Surely they do not think they are
almighty?  The questier‘ has bheen asked
and ev ad d: Do the Government Qtani for
communism? Do they ~f‘md for the policy
p’ropog}z)ded in Brishane last y"al.

Mr.o Coruns: Communism and  Chris
tianity are very close to One amobher

Mr. WARREN: I do not think the hon!
member is an authority on Christianity.
Those are the questions we have to ask when
guiding this scheme through this House.

Mr. GLEDSON:
munist  of
fruitgrowers !

Mir WARREN: I want to be very care-
ful about this compulsion, and it seems to
mea that this Bill s bmsthnv with compul-
sion. What has damned the Labour party
is the compulsion in connection with .
Thele are no big men in the movement, and,
if the whip cracks, these men run round

You are the biggest com-
all—compulsory enrolment of
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like a lob of sheep, If these men have fo
guide this great scheme, which is going to
save the State from Qestructlon then I
pity the chance the scheme has of being a
success, We are prepared to assist, but we
want to know something more about this
compulsory humbug. Compulsion has done
nothing for hon. members on the other side.
Compulsion will do nothing for anybody.
Mr. BrexNAN: You were a conscriptionist.

The DEPUTY SPEAXER: Order!
Mr. WARREN: The hon. member is a
twister of the truth. Because I volunteered

4o go to the war it does not say that I am a
conseriptionist, We cannot do without a
cortain amount of compulsion. Xow does
the Premier squave himself with the ‘ red
l’élgg\lfu”? Is that not something that we
have a right to ask? Are we to be lasscoed
into this scheme simply because the Premier
of Queensland has said it is the right thing
to do? I am going to watch for the cloven
hoof, When hon. members have o resort to
the factics resorted to in this Chamber to-
uight to strengthen their pcsition we must
Le very careful. The last speaker made out
tmw the Covernments of the past had never
done anything. 1 would point out that 1
have no connection in any way with any of
old parties in Queensiand. I have never
I anything to do with them. I came in
rith, & new party abbolutely But, if the
oid Liberal party did not do more than has
been done by the party which has been in
power for the last seven years, then they
should have their memory erased from his-
tory. Those farmers whom the hon. member
for Hosewood spoke about were made pos-
sible by the old squatter Government. It
was the old squatter Government that
brought in the free homesteaders of Rose-
wood, and it is pitiful to think that any
man is so depraved and so lost to a sense
of what is right as to come here and brand
the sguafbbers practxca‘}y as highwaymen.
The Government of the day, no mafter
\}mt (overnments in the past may have
done, must do something to solve the two
great problems with which the people of
Queensiand are faced to-day. If that is
done, other problems will settle themselves.

T regret to find that there is no reference
m the Spnech to <mmb11m: which is the
groatest evil that s troubling wus to-day.
I want to enter my protest against the
gambling spirit that is prevalent in the
-community to-day, When anything is men-
tioned in connection with these raffles and
other things, it is usual for the Minister in
charge to say, ‘The hon. member is
responsible for some of them.” The whole
system is wrong. We are breeding a class
of loafers and parasites who are not a eredit
to any country, and it is a disgrace to the
Government. What beals me is that there
are members on the other side who, in their
private lives, are religious and conscientious
gentlemen, and yet they steep their political
souls in this infamy. It seems to me they
<can be one thing on one cccasion and some-
thing else on another ococasion.

The SrcreTARY ror PUBLIc LANDS:
your policy.

Mr. WARREN:

That is

My policy is fo destroy

as much of the gambling propensity as pos-

sible, as we shall then have a better com-
munity of people with a greater desire to
* work and do their best for the State. 1
would like, not exactly to back up statements

[7 Jouvy.]
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so far as the soldier settlements are con-
corned, bub to point out one aspect of those
settlements which does not appeal to me. I
have made my attitude in regard to these
settlements fairly clear, and I want to refer
to the met rwod which is being emploved to
get rid of soldiers from the land. The proper
method of getting rid of a soldier iz not to
eject him, even if he is thought to be useless.
I am m,my to say that all of the men are
not useful settlers. The wmethod employed
by the Government is to starve them out. T
say that it is a shameful thing to try and
starve those men out.

My, Brenvav: The
are doing that to-day.

Mr. WARRBREN : The hon. member is very
goed at shifting the blame to somebody else.
He is like the Little boy who stole the plums;
he wants to shift the blame to someone elsc.
The blame is on the Lands Department. I
maintain that the Government should get rid
of the settler in the proper way, if it has to
be done, I would ask the Government for
a more humane treatment of these men.

Federal Governmens

I want to say a few words with regard to
education.  We hear hon. members cpposite
say that they never have any trouble in get-
ting their requests granted by the Depart-
mens of Public Tnstraction. We believe that
there is more money spent by the department
in the electorates of hon. members opposite
than in other electorates.

Vir, Corrins: That is not true.
a good scheool at Nambour.

My, WARRBEN: Tha,t is so, and we are
very pfoud of the rural school at Nambour,
and also thankful to the depmtmo*t for put»
t1ng it there; but I want to complain about
she little shanties of schools with canvas sides
that are put up. They have been condemned,
but the Government are short of funds and
cannot provide better accommodation. T am
not saying that the Government willingly
allow this state of things to exist. I think no
one would more readily give us good schools
than the present Minister. These canvas

schools-are not only uncomfortablc, but they
are a menace to the children’s health. 1In
one place we have a school which is over-
crowded, and the department has built a
bush shelter outside, and at the end of last
summer a snake crawled down on fo the
heads of the little children. I want the
Secretary for Public Instruction to remember
that the matter of the enlargement of this
school has been before the department for a
considerable time.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
1 won’t forget it.

Mr. WARREN: I ask the Minister to put
cufficient money on the Estimates to give the
country conditions equal to those of the large
towns and cities.

So far as agricultural matters are con-
cerned, we are very much behm in this
State. I do not believe in crying ¢ stinking
fish,”” but there is onlv one pro”luct that we
have made much advance in regard to, and
that is sugar. It is time that our Depart-
ment of Agriculture woke up. Many of the
duties which are falling on the Council of
Arvrzctﬂture are duties which should have
been carried out by the department. There
was an example of the yalue of what experts
can do in the prevent;on of disease in cop-
ing with the recent plague in Brisbane,

My, Warren.]
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was stamped out by the work of
5 | We want experts in the
Department of Agriculture to help us to
combat the troubles in the agricultural indus-
try. We have had the fruit-fly pest for seven
years, and it is only during the last few
months that the guestion of dealing with i
has been seriously taken up. There are many
other troubles that fruitgrowers are faced
with, snd they should be helped in every
possible way by the department. With regard
to citrus fruits, many of the oranges grown
along the coast are of an almost useless
variety, and they are not profitable. Muchk
of the fruit grown in the Stanthorpe districh
is also of unmarketable quality. The people
there are planting orchards with trees the
fruit of which will not be of a really profit-
able nature, and it is the bounden duty of
the Department of Agriculture to try and
remedy these matters. I hope that the
Minister will attend to what I have said.
1f we had a better system of cultivation of
our land in other branches of agriculture, we
could easily produce 30 per cent. more than
we are now doing.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 would
firsi like to ask the Secretary for Agriculture
if he will give us an explanation on Tuesday
as to why this £2,600, or services equivalent
to that amount, was offered to an association
to come into the Government agricultural
scheme. If the scheme is to be any benefit
to the people who will come into it, why
was it necessary to make this offer, as on
the face of it it looks nothing mors nor less
than a bribe? If the benefits of the scheme
are not sufficient to induce people to go into
it without offering them a monetary reward,
it does not say much for the scheme. I hope
the Minister will give some explanation of
that on Tuesday, because this statement has
been published in the Press, and the Govern-
ment are silent on the matter. If the state-
ment was correct, the Government should
own up and say so. The statement has been
published long enough for the Government
o own or disown it

Mr. W. Coorrr: What paper was it pub-
lished in?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It was published in
the “ Daily Mail,” and it was signed by an
hon. member of this House. The programme
of the Government for this session is a very
mild one. It is sulted to a Government with
a majority of one. If they had a majority
of fourteen or fifteen like they had in 1815
and 1916, then, instead of being a policy to
give something to the producer, 1t would
have been a policy to take something from
him. The Government have only a majority
of one, and their policy is like the policy of
the leader of a dying party.

My W. Coorsr: Then why beso con-
cerned about 167

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is something like
the policy of the dying Scotchman. He had
a difference with one of the members of the
church, and the minister brought them
together in the bedroom, and made them
shake hands. Just as the friend was going
out of the door, the dying Scotchman said,
“If I die, we will be reconciled; but, if 1
get better, we will be as we are)”’
{Laughter.) Tt is the same with the Govern-
ment. If they come back with a majority,
they will be commupists and the communist
platform will go on the statute-book. If
the GGovernment die—and they are going to

[Mr. Warren.
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die politically—they want to be friends with
the farmer before they die. We have no
evidence of repentance on the part of the
3 rnment—not one bit. They are only
offering to return some little part of what
they have taken from wus, and they are
returning very little. They offer us com-
munism with the one hand and something
for the farmer in the other. The more the
farmer produces the more there will be
for the commune to take over. I want to
compare the policies of the two parties
(Laughter.) The Country party is the one
that the country is locking to righ
matters in Queensland.  Our >
tive is to develop the interior of Queensland
by co-operative methods extending from the
producer to the consumer. We want to
enable the producer to stabilise the markets
and to feed the markets in such a way that
there will be no waste. The present
haphazard system of flooding the markets
one day and starving them the next gives
no security to the producer at all. If the
market is starved one day, the merchant
who buys our produce from us is afraid te
give a big price, because to-morrow the
market may be flooded. In that way there
is no security for the producer, the merchant,
or the consumer. We want the markets
stabilised, so that the consumer will have
exactly what he is able to consume; We do
not want the price of commodities fixed
irrespective of what it costs to produce them.
Under our present auction system, that is
what happens. The industrial worker has
his industrial value fixed. When we buy a
mowing machine, or a binder, or anything
else, we are charged the price it will cost
to bring that machine into the country. The
fair thing would be to fix the price of pro-
duce on the same lines as the industrialist’s
wages, and pay for it according to the price
it would cost to bring it into the country.

Mr. Brexxan: You cannot fix it that way.

Mrz. BEBBINGTON : Our second objective
is to apply the same principle to the
secondary industries. If we can manufacture
only 30 per cent. of our raw material into
saleable goods, we shall be able to employ
a number of the boys and girls whom we
have been educating in our high schools,
and for whom to-day it is most difficalt
to find employment. That is our second
objective in regard to secondary industries.
To do that we intend to extend the Co-
operative Agrvicultural Production Act of
1914 to secondary industries. There has not
been one penny loss in the advances made
to the farmers under that Act. I believe the
industrial workers are just as honest as the
farmers, and we can assist them if our
proposal is carried out. Our idea is to bring
capital and labour together. There are four
powers necessary in connection with produe-
tion. There is the brain power, labour,
capital, and credit. We intend to bring these
four together, and give the best reward to
each of thern. That is the only way that
the labour difficulty will be solved. As we
intend to assist the industrial workers te
build up the industries, we contend that
they should own those industries. The
worker has the right to own the industry
that he builds wp. He has the right to own
the means of wealth production, not by social-
isation, not by robbery, and not by taxation,
so that he can buy it cheaply, but b build-
ing it up with his own brains and his own
labour, just as the farmer and dairymam
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have built up their own industries and their
own factories which they own to-day. We
helieve it is possible for the worker o own
his own means of industry, and it is just as
possible for the manufacturer of the raw
material to own his indusbry, as it is for the

dairyman to own the manufacture of his
products.

At 10 pan.,

The Seraxsr resumed the chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : In doing that, by =
process of evolution, he is lifting hxm.sg}f;
with his wife and family, from the position
of a wage-earner to that of a factory owner—
practically the owner of the means of wealth
production. The Premier has shown some

signs of repentance; but his party

{i0 p.m.] has shown nome; but it the

Premier were thoroughly repent-
ant, the first thing he would do would be to
rescind the communistic legislation which
that party have placed on the statute-book.
The very first thing this party would do,
if we got the reins of power, would be fo
repeal all those Acts and sections of Acts
which give the Government power to seize
citizens’ goods. Why did the Government
not stick bo sugar in their Sugar Acquisition
Act? Only a short Act was required to allow
the Federal Government to take over the
sugar industry, but this Government of
Queensland had the fever of seizure; they
had a big rnajority behind them, and they
wanted all the power they could get. Hon.
members opposite have got the fever of
socialisation and communahisation. They laid
their hands on everything they could get,
and, after describing in the Sugar Acquisi-
tion Bill as many things as they could think
of, they were not satisfied that something
might not have been left out, so they added
the words, * and other commodities.” Those
three words gave them the power to lay their
hands on everything—to take the shirt off
a man’s back—and the very first act of this
party when they get into power, if I have
anything to do with it, will be to rescind
those three words. I am rather sorry that a
man like the Premier should find himself
in the company of the party opposite. If he
i5 truly repentant for his actions and those
of the Government, for which he was, per-
haps, not altogethér responsible, he should
remember that there is no repentance without
undoing what he has done; but he cannot
repent of those actions and remain with the
party. If he will leave them and come over
here, T will give him the hand of friendship.
(Laughter.) The Premiér cannot carry out
the programme he is offering to the farmers
and remain in his present company. It is
absolutely impossible, because the platforms
of the Federal, the State, and the municipal
Labour parties are the same-—all three con-
trolled by the Australian ILabour party,
which goes in practically for internationalism.
We see that the same party, wherever they
get a hold or make any headway, bring noth-
ing but desolation and bloodshed. One has
only to lock at what happened in South
Africa and the part that the Australian
Labour party took in that. Here is a resolu-
tion passed by the Australian Labour party,
of which the people on the other side form
a part.

Mr. BRENNAN: A cowardly assault!
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member

must admit that he is part of the Australian
Labour party.

17 Jury.]
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Mr. Brewnaw: Absolutely one of them, and
always will be.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The New South
Vales Labour Council in Sydney is reported
to have adopted the following motion:—

““ This council, representing over 100,000
Australian  trades unionisi expres
whole-hearted sympathy with the #rades
unionists of South Africa in their coura-
geous fight against the armed forces of
capitalism, and will render them any
support that may be possible.”

Mr. Brennav: Hear, hear! Quite right,
too. They shot them down in the sunlight.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That has been
acknowledged then on the other side. I want
to know how they and the Premier are in a
position to carry out their promises to the
farmer to help the agricultural industry. I
want to know what the presest (overnment
have .done for the farmer. They have only
added insult to insult,

Mr. BRENNAN: You are an old twister.

Mr. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in calling the
hon. member for Drayton “an old twister” ?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not

in order, and I ask him to withdraw the
words.

Mr. BRENNAN : If the hon. member objects,
I am prepared to withdraw.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I take no notice of
m.

hi

The SPEAKER:
to withdraw.

Mr. BrEnNax: I withdraw.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I take no notice of
him; he is not responsible.

The SPEAKERR: Order! Ovder !

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I want to know what
the present Government are going to do for
the farmers, With a big majority behind
them they subjected him to every possible
insult.  When they were fixing prices and
seizing the farmer’s goods I asked the follow-
ing question on behalf of this party-—

‘“ Seeing that the price board fixes a
maximum price on dairy produce, will
he give instructions to the board to fix &
minimum_ price which will give those
engaged in the industry a living wage?”

Here is what the Premier said—

“The Chief Secretary has no power

to give any such direction.”
He had the power to seize the farmers’
goods, to ‘take what he liked at his own
price, but he had no power to give a living
wage.  Those are the conditions under whick
the producers worked in those days. Here
is another case. The Secretary for Agricul-
ture admitted having seized ‘all butier in

co!gl stores at 140s. per cwt. The Minister
said-—

I ask the hon. member

. “The Government had, in the public
interests, yurchased at the proclaimed
price—140s. per cwbt.—all butter in cold
stores available for export.”

That butter, at.that time, was worth 200s.
per cwt. These were the days when the
Government had a big majority. If vou
look up ““ Hansard ” for 1915, page 761, you
will see where the Government seized a
certain number of sheep. I do not know

My, Bebbingion.]
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what price they paid for them, but T pre-
sume they got them on their ewn terms.
In November, 1915, they fixed two prices for
flour. One was £19 10s. per ton for im-
ported flour, grown by semi-black labour,
and the other was £8 10s, per ton for flour
made from wheat grown by our own Queens-
land farmers. The Minister at the time, My,
Hunter, admitted that I was right, and
said that the price had been fixed in order to
cover the price paid by the Government for
the imported wheat.

You cannot offer a greater insult to any
person than to disfranchise him. We had an
ambassador from India here the other day
practically pleading the cause of the Indians
Yet. we find the Government practically
disfranchising 20,000 country electors and
putting them into other electorates, making
country electorates of 6,000 ox 7.000 peoy
and those in the city less, in order to have
more eolectorates in the eity, where they
think they are in greater favour. As regavds
what is called the Government's > >
that is the orgaunisabion of the favmevs—
compulsory organisation, I presume 1f Is-———

Hon. W. Foreax Surrg: Do you advocate
that?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I ani in favour of
any organisation which will put anything
in the farmers’ pockets. The first advisory
board was eppointed by the Queensland
Cheese Manufacturers’ Assoclation, some-
thing like twelve years ago. At that time,
in order to live, we were compeiled to close
the whole of the cheese factories, and not
take any order under a rise of 25 per cent.;
otherwise there would have been no cheese
industry to-day. Yet we have hon. members
opposite coming along now and stating what
they have done for the industry.

The SzcmeTany ror  Agricuuturs: What
did you do?

Mr., BEBBINGTON: We closed all the
factories until we got our own price. I was

the first president of the association, and 1
know what I am talking about.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1 will

put Mr. Harris on to you.

Mr, BEBBINGTON : The hon. gentleman
zays he will put Mr. Harris on to me. In
putting Mr. Harris off the Advisory Board
the hon. gentleman put off a very good
man——a man who was secretary to the Butter
Factories’ Association, and who might have
done a lot more good than some of those
who remained on.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
your apology here.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I ask the Minister
to read it, or let him give it to me and I
will read it. I want to tell the Minister
that, instead of this association being non-
political, it 1s political. 8o far as the
apology is concerned, I said the ran was a
““camouflaged socialist,” and it so offended
him—he was so ashamed of the name—that
he asked me to apologise, and I did.
(Laughter.) If the word is so distasteful to
anyone else that I call a socialist, I will
apologise to him. 1 am very sorry the
Minister has jeft the Chamber, because I
was going to prove that the association he
is forming is political. In_ the first place,
the Giovernment claim the right to nominate
25 per cent. of the members. Then the

[Mr. Bebbington.
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Minister nominates other persons. I can
give him proof that the men he nominated
were political appointments and also proof
that the Wheat Board wanted one man #o
represent them and the Minister nominated
a Press representative. I suppose the hon.
gentleman thought that the Press repre-
sentative was more important from the
Government’s point of view than a practical
wheatgrower would be +to the wheat-
growers. When it was proposed to reduce
the number on the council, the matter was
left to the Government o nominate six other
members on the council. I am not complain-
ing about the members that were chosen.

The Premizr: They were eclected by the
farmers’ representatives.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The final choice of
the men was left to the Secretary for Agricul-
ture. These six men are chosen by the Go-
vernment, in addition to the 25 per cent. of
Government representation, so I leave i$ to
anyone to judge whether that body is free
from politics or not.

The Premier : Are you against the scheme?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am of the same
opinion as Mr. Harris—so long as the scheme
is free from politics, T am in favour of it.

The PrEmizr: Then why are you attacking
it?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to show the
Minister how foolish he has made the council
look. The Minister appoifited a Press repre-
sentative on the Advisory Council to the
Wheat Board. The members of the Wheat
Board are all practical men. We have
farmers who have grown thousands of tons
of ensilage and thousands of bags of wheat,
wvet they were not required on the Council
of Agriculture, This Press representative
was sent with two Government experts to
Toowoomba to advise the Wheat Board.
The man the Government nominated was
Mr. McAnally.

The Srcrerary ror Agricvirvrz: I do not
know what you are talking about.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Wheat Board
wanted & man who was returned unopposed
to the Wheat Board as fheir representative
on the council, but the Minister immediately
got up and nominated Mr. McAnally. Did
the Minister not nominate that man?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. gentleman
did. It is his word against mine. This man
was rejected by the wheatgrowers.

The Prevmr: He was elected by the Dairy
Conference.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No,

The Premisr: 110 delegates selected him at
the Dairy Conference.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Did the Minister not
nominate Mr. McAnally?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
not nominated at all. He was elected by the
Dairy Conference.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You are talking
about one meeting and I am talking about
another. The members of the Darling Downs
Wheat Board are a lot *of practical men
elected by the wheatgrowers, and thev know
their business. This action of nominating
Mr. McAnally and sending him with two
Government experts to Toowoomba to meet

The
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the Wheat Board brings the Government’s
new agricultural policy into contempt.  If
the scheme is free of politics, I am in favour
of it. The Advisory Council which was part
of the Farmers’ Union platform, practically
speaking, and which the hon. member for
Pittsworth advocated ten years ago, and
which was alrcady in existence in connection
with the Cheese Manufacturers’ Association,
was absolutely non-political. They elected
their own chairman, struck their own levies,
and controlled their own affairs, and indi-
cated their wishes to the Government. That
is far preferable to the Government’s present
scheme. The sugar-growers are 98 per cent.
organized. These men know their business,
and, when they meet, they know what they
are talking about. The Government propose
to bring the sugar-growers into a conference
with men who do not know what they are
talking about., The Checese Manufacturers’
Association has got practically all that it
requires from this House. They are 100 per
cent. organised, and they know their business.
The Cheese Manufacturers’ Association and
the Cheese Pool control the whole industry.
The Government propose to bring these men
to meet a lot of other men who do not know
their busincss. IMow i« that going to be
beneficial to the industry? The hon. member
for Murrumba said that the Fruit Growers’
Association works better than any other
organisution. The men know their business.
They have developed the industry to its pre-
sent stage. The Government want the
farmers to abandon these organisations or be
swallowed up by their organisation, which is
composed of men who do not know what they
are talking about. I ask the Secretary for
Agriculture ¢ What offer WS made to the
Fruit Growers’ Association,” and how does
he account for a letter being sent to them
offering them £2,500 to adopt the Govern-
ment’s agricultural policy? The statement
has been published in the Press, and the letter
was seen on the Association’s table by an
hon. member. and vet the hon. gentleman
lets the question an\ bv without any reply.
1f therc is nothing in it, why does he mnot
say there is nothmfr init? Wi v did he leave
these men under a cloud and allow 1t to
be =aid that they had practically been offered
a bribe?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: Look at
the clock.

I) BEBBINGTON : It is the hon. gentle-
man’s duty to stand up here to-night, irres-
pective of the time, and say he did not offer
1t.

The SECRETARY FOR AGQRICULTTRE: What
about the Standing Orders?

Mr. BEBBINCTON: Never miwd about
the Standing Orders. How can the Associa-
tion the hon. gentleman upholds be of any
value to the producer if he has to bribe
its members to come in?

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

At 10.30 p.m.,

The SPEAKER rald: Under new Stand-
ing Order No. 17 the debate now stands
adjourned.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.
1928—x
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