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14 Address in Reply. |ASSEMBIY.] fpuestions,

WEDNESDAY, 5 JULY, 1822.

"he Seeaker (Hon. W. Bertram. Maree}
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.
The following papers were tatd on the table,
and ordered to be printed : —
Regulations, dated 8th IFebruary and 16tk
March, 1922, under the Land Acts,
1916 to 1920.
Regulations, dated 24th February, 1922,
under the Dischargod Soldiers’ Settle-
ment Acts, 1917 to 1920,

QUESTIONS.
Day Tapovr or PIECEWORK 0N (GOVERNMENT
WoRks.,
Me, SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Seeretary
for Public Works—

* 1. In connection with the list of public
works mentioned by His HExcellency the
Governor when opening Parliament as
being part of the programme to be dealt
with during this session, is it the Go-
vernment's intention to carry them out
under the syvstem of day work now pre-
vailing on Government jobs, or will they
introduce a sysiem of piece or contracth
work, where conditions are favourable for
it

2. 1If the former, iz he aware of the
ox ve cost of our railways and other
public works, brought about by construc-
rion under this methed of late years, and
the huge load of unproductive indebted-
uess already piled up thereby. to be a
heavy burden of indebtedness in years fo
come upon our producerst”

fHox. W. VFORGAN SMITH (Mackey)
roplied—

1. {a) ves; (b)) no.

2. The question s based on wrong
premises, is inaccurate, and misleading.”

Traveren oF (IOVERNMENT BANKING 1§ Lox-
poN; CoNTROL 0F TMMIGRATION.
Mr. XBERR (Knoggera) asked the Premier—
#1. Has the banking business of the
Government in London, referred to in the
memorandum of agrecment made on the
1st April, 1922, vet been transferred from:
the Bank of England to the Common
wealth Banl s i so, from what <ate?
“2 Ilas the Commonwealth Govern-
ment full control of immigration over-
seas: if so0, on or about what date did
the arrangement commence?
© 3. Mas he any knowledge that an
immigretion consultative committea. com:
posed of Apents-Geneval of the several
Australian States, hes been formed in
Tondon” Ias he scen any reports of
such mestings, and are they available to
mor:bor<r How often has this Srate been
vopresont]  at such moectings 1559 t}’v»
Queensland  Agent-General per-onally ?”
The PREMIER (Iien. K. (. Theodore,
Chitlagoc) replied—
1. No.
<9 Yes from the st Marxch, 1921
but the Stetes o consultel as te the
mmhor of Smmigrants they caa satisfac-
torily absorb.
3 No
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D183URBEMENTS FROM WOUNDED AxD Maiwen
SoLDIERS FuND.
Mr. KERR asked the Secretary for Public
Lanrls-
Wil hie lay on the table of the 1louse
a statement of receipts aud disbursements
from Ist July, 1920, to 30th June, 1921,
sonnected with the wounded and maimed
soldievs  fund, such  account  being
apparently  omitted in  the Auditor-
General’s annual report for that vear?”
The SECRETARY WOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon., J. I1. Coyne, Warrcgo) replied—
“Yeos. I lay a certified statement of
receipts aud «disbarsements on the table.”
Whereupon, My, Covne Jatd on the table the
information wkaed for.
CoMPENSATION TO Borpien SErriers 1y Hrgn-
CANDH SETTLEMENT.
Mr. SIZBR (Nunduh) asked the Sceretary
for Public Lands~—

“In view  of the  disastrous  josses
caratled Ly cerfuin soldier  settlers on
the Hwh!umL Settlement owing to their
bpm'ma craps being ruined by frosi, is it
intended to grant thom settlors any mone-
tary mmpvnwtwn in addition to the
arrangement made to repabilitate them
on nxtrm Crown land in the Mary Valley
district ’ '

The SHCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
repiied-—
“The settlors  affected have been

refieved of all loan (‘\nondlturo m respeet
of the Dlocks vacated, and will be (\lm]bh*
to again receive joan advances up to the
limit of £625. It has alvo been %})prmed
to make available to such settlers certain
additional amouuts in view of improve-
ments effceted by them on their vacated
blocks,  These pavmoents will not be
charged to the scttler’s Joan account, and
will be made as soon as work in addi-
tion to that which is being provided for
from loan acconnt has heeun carried out
by the settler on the new holding to the
value of the amount approved in each
case,”

Gazertep HoLipays.
Mr. MAXWELL
Home Sccretary—

“ How many, and what, holidays have
been gazetted thronghout the State from
30th June, 1921, to 30th June, 19227

The HOMI SECRETARY (Hon. W.
MceCormack, Cairns) replied—

“ No holidays were gazetted throughout

the State in the period mentioned.”

(Tonwong) asked the

PoroHase oF MUN@axa JMINEs.

Mr., MAXWELL asked the Secretary for
Mines—

“Will he inform the Flouss from whom
snd when the Mungana minc: were pur-
chased, and what amount of money was
paid for them by the Goverament?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINLS (Hon.
A, J. Jones, Paddington) replied—
“From Fredrick Reid for and on

behalf of himself and Mungana Mincs,
Limited. On 18th January, 1921, the
general manager, Chillagoe State Smel-
ters, by agreement with the owner of
Mungana Mines, undertook to work the
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mines on tribuse on a royalty basis wirh
the right of purchase.  On the 25th
March, 1922, the option was exercised on

thn following terms and conditions:—
£20.600 cash, less royaltv and less the
amonnt advanced by Mines Department

for developmental work, and the balance,
£30,000, t¢ be paid by way of roya.Jty
as the ore is produced at the rate of
4 per cont, on the gross value of metal
coutents of ore up to £5 per ton, and
5 per ecub. (per centum) on ore values
whicli oxceeded £5 per ton.”
I take this opportunity of laying on the
table the documents in connection with. the
transaction.
Date o DELIVERY 0F IINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Me. ¥RY (Hurilra) asked the Premier—
CAVA he inform the House when the
Finaneial Statement will be presented
to }’urlizm‘ent?"
The TREASURER (Ilen. K. (.
(5 ) np]lm.—~
1 am unable wo ivformm the House of
the preeise date on which the Financial
Stetement will be prezented, bat it will
he at an ewwly date”

Theodors:

Rearsteren a1 ToowooMBa

Lagour DUREAU.

My, T, R, ROBERTS (#axt Toowroomba)
asked the Seeretary for Public Works—

1. What number were registered as
uncmployed at the Toowoomba Labour
Buresau on Thursday, the 4th January,
19227

2. What number were on register on
4th February, 4th March. 4th April, 4th
Mar, 3rd June, 3rd July ¥

3. What number of persons so regis-
tered were sent to ewployment through
the agency of the bureau—(a) private;
(b) Governmeni work 27

How. W. FORGAN SMITH replied—

“1. 146. (2nd January, 1922.)

“ 2. Number of unemployed on register
on lst February, 1922, 262; 1st March,
1922, 123: 1st April, 1922, 157; Ist May.
1922, 131; 1st June, 1922, 123; 1st July,
1922; 90.

3. Number rsent to employment
through agency of the bureau-—private
worlkk—dJ anuary, 84;  February, 94;
March, 65; April, 20; May, 44; June,
49, total, 356. Government work-—Janu-
ary, 45, February, 12; March, 18; April,
19; May, 34; June. 22; total, 150.”°

UNedLOYED

Maps or Frrcromares Iy Knecrorat RoLLs.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS askced the Attorney-
General-—

“Will he arrange with the Chief Elec-
toral Registrar to insert a map of the
electorates in coples of electoral rolls as
provided prior to alteratior of boundaries
of electorates?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

“It was found that the maps pre-
viously inserted in the electoral rolls were
of little practical use. and larveer maps
showing more details of the respective
electoral distriets have been prepared and
have  been todiy supplied  to  houn.
members,”
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STANDING ORDERS.
PRESENTATION OF REPORT ¥RO3 COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER, on behalf of Mr. Speaker,
as Chairman, laid on the table the report of
the Standing Orders Committee recommend-
ing certain alterations in and additions to
the Standing Orders, and moved—

*That the report be printed.”

Question put and passed.

PRODUCERS ORCGANISA-

TION BILI.
InTrIATION.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. GILLIES, Facham) moved—
« That the House will, at its next
«itting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to pro-
mote the agricultural and rural industries
by the organisation of the primary pro-
ducers of Queensland in a completely
unified national organisation and for
other incidental purposes.”

PRIMARY

Question put and passed.

TRADE UNIONS (PROPERTY) BILL.
INITIATION.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL
Mullan, Flinders) moved—
“That the Iouse will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend
in a certain particular the Real Property
Act of 1877 and the Trade Union Act of
1915.”

Question put and passed.

(fon. J.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flindcrs) moved—
“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committec
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to abolish
capital punishment and to amend the
Criminal Code and other enactments
accordingly.”
Question put and passed.

(Fon. J.

SITTING DAYS.
The PREMIER (Hon 1.
Chillagoe) moved—

““That, unless otherwise ordered, the
House will meet for the despatch of
business at 3 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in
cach week. and that on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Friday, and after 7 o’clock p.m.
on Thursday, Government business do
take precedence of all other business.”

Mr. VOWLES (Palby): I called ¢ Not
formal ”’ to this motion, because it is not part
of the usual method of procedure to ask hon.
members to sit on Friday. It has been the
custom in the past to make Friday a sitting
day after Parliament has been sitting some
little while. It is an innovation to ask hon.

G. Theodore,
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members who have come here at the opeming
of a session, without notice, to sit on Fridays.

The Prevmier: They have not come here
without notice.

Mr. VOWLES: Without notice to sit on
Fridays. T would like the Premier to take
into consideration the fact that we on this
side are just as desirous as hon. members
opposite of completing the business of the
House a= quickly as possible, provided due
consideration 1s given to all the inatters
brought before us, but we do not want to be
rushed—-more particularly under the altered
conditions of the Honse. We are going to
have measures put before us, T suppose, like
we had last session. We want time for reflee-
tion.  We say that there shounld be plenty of
breathing space given to hon. members to
study Bills, sore particularly in the Com-
mittee stages, so that woe can bring forward
amendnients and intelligently consider the
matters brought forward., If we are to start
off with a rush, and—as was done last session
—to have the most important business intro-
duced at a late hour on Friday night, when
hon. membe e tived and country mem-
Lers on both sides of the Chamber are de-
sircus of getting to thelr homes, it is not
likely to bring about the good legislation we
would 211 like to see. T offer the suggestion
to the Premier that, instead of sitting on
Friday night, which will deprive many bon.
members who live in the West and on the
North Coast from gotting to their homes, we
should start on Friday movning at, say, 10
o’clock. and {inish our busincss at 6 o’clock
«; that we could all get away

in the evening,
to our homes.

OrvrosiTiox Munpers . ITear, hear!

My, VOWLIS : There are cortain Northern
members who visit their clectorate onece a
vear, when they zo round in a car with a
Minister and have their expenses paid.

Mr. Cortiss: That iz nof true. The hon.
member for Townsville is looking at you.

M. VOWLES: I know that these gentle-
men do go round with Ministers on these
departmental tetirs, and do their electioneer-
ing.

Myr. Preasg: Why
business down here?

Mr. VOWLES: We like to go back to our
homes, which should be studied to a certain
extent, and that can be done by permitting
us to sit in the morning, as we did last
session, and adjourn at 6 o’clock in the
ovening. 1 commend that suggestion to the
Premicr, and T think it would be agree-
able to both sides of the House. T know
that there are hon. members sitting behind
the Government who are as anxious to get
to their homes as members of the Opposi-
tion are.

Mr. MORGAN {(Muritla): T would like to
support the suggestion of the leader of the
Opposition.  As one who represents a
Western clectorate, I think it would be much
better if we met at 10 o’clock in the morn-
ing. Country members have to travel con-
siderable distances, and we would Dbe con-
tent if the Premier would agree to meet at
10 o’clock on Friday mornings, .and adjourn
the House at 6 o’clock in the evening. We
would get through the work just as quickly
by that method. That would be very con-
venient to thoxs hon. members who have not
become, what I may term, professional

don’t you shift vour
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politicians. There are some who have be-
come professional politicians, and who live
on the game.

Mr. Kirwax: What is the objection to
professional politicians? You have just had
a lot to say about studying Bills. (Opposi-
tion laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN : 1 trust that the Premier
will give this matter consideration, as it
will be a great convenience to countlv me
bers, and nothing will be lost flom a
Ciovernment point of view.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to
support the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition and the hon. member for
Murilia in connection with this matter. [
think the suggestion put forward that we
should meet at 10 o’clock in the morning
ecach Friday, and adjourn at & o’clock, is a
very reasonable request indeed. The Lountrv
members have to travel Jong distances to
come herc at the commencement of the week,
and it is a difficult matter for some of them
to get to their homes on Saturday, if they
have to sit here on Friday mght 1 take
it that the country members want to kcep
in touch with their electorates as much as
possible, in order to find out the particular
requirements of their constituents, and it is
necessary tor them to go home every weak-
end. I is all very well for members who
represent city electorates, and who live in the
city.  We can stop hore till half- -past 10
on Friday vight without any inconvesnience,
but it is diiferent with country members.
.\(‘omu that the request is such a reasonable
one th(, Premier might very well give it his
mvoulabm conzideration. l\othmg can be
lost by adopting the proposal put forward
by the leader of the Opposition. In fact, 1
think it would be a good thing if we knoclked
off at 6 o’clock every night in the week.
{Hear, hear!] We would do better business,
and I am pretty certain that we would save
the country a considerable amount of money
if we knocked off at 6 o’clock every nWht
in the week. I hope the Premier will give
the matter his favourable consideration. See-
ing that the Premier has introduced his
motion in the first week of the session, T ask
him to exempt Friday night of this week
from his proposal, so as to give the country
members a chance to get home.

The PREMIER (Hon. B. G. Theeodore,
Chillagoe): In reply to the suggestion putb
forward by hon. members opposite, I regret
that the suggestion made is not a pla(’txcxb?e
one, hecause Ministers have to attend to their
departments in the morning.

Mr. MorGgax: It is only one day in the
weelk.

The PREMIER: Ministers are already
engaged on duties which k=cp them away
from their departments a sufficient length of
time, and, if we held the sittings of Parla-
ment in the mornings, it would become very
embarrassing to Ministers to have to attend
to their departments and to the House as
well, and it wonld be difficult for Ministers to
keep up the work of their departments.

Mr. ¥Frercurr: You did it last session.

The PREMIER: Yes, we did it last ses-
sion. That is why we are anxious to sit
four days a week in the ecarly part of the
session, so as to avoid, if poss1b1e morning
sessions later on, We had morning sittings
last session, and it caused great inconvenience
to our depariments.

Mr, Morcan : The Federal Parliament sits
in the daytime.

1922-—¢
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The PREMIER : The Federal Parliament
has such unimportant things to attend to
that Ministers can allow their officers to
run their departments. In Queensland the
departments are vun by the Ministers, and
we have to attend to them. I quite realise
that there is a certain amount of incon-
venience fo country members who desire to
veturn to their districts at the end of the

week, when they ave asked to sit on Friday
night. That can be easily understood, and,
ns far as it is practicable to do it, [ will

endeavour to make an arrangement with the
leader of the Qpposition to allow those mem-
bers who must get away af the week-end to
be absent when only unimportant business
is being dealt with in the Chamber. I will
try to make that arrangement.

Mr. TayLor: Why not exempt the first

Iriday ?
The PREMIER: I will talk the matter
over with the leader of the Opposition,

My, SWAYNE (ifirani): It looks as if
the intercsts of the country are being sacri-
ficed f01 the sake of party. Why should we
not follow the usual practice and start with
three days a weck. Theve is only one House
now, and we should be allowed move time
for deliberation, so that we can get the
fullest information regarding ali lurlslatlon
Erought belore us. We have no Lppex House
row to correct oar mistakes, and that is why
we +hould be more careful. I well remember
when the present Government were in Opposi-
tion. They alwavrs insisted that the House
should sit for four or five mounths, so that
they would have ample time to do the work
of Parliament. They alwavs contended that
Parliament should be called together carlier
in the year, but of late rears we find that
Parliament is oalled torretrer and the busi-
ness ruched throagh in a few weeks. Hon,
members opposite, when in Oppo:xtlon held
that five months was a preper
time in which two Houses might
do the work of the country; now
that one IJouse i doing that work, it is all
the more neccssary that the fullest time
should be given to 1t. Why all this haste
about a few weeks? Why can we not sit
lenger and do the work properly? Tt is
impossible for members of the Opposition to
do justice to it, and discharge their dutics
under such a motion, and T ‘make a strong
protest against it

Question put and passed.

4 pm.]

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) moved—

“ That the House will, at its next
sitting. resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable.
ness of mtxodu ing a Bill to Amend the
Constitution of Queenslard by further
amending the Officials in Parliament Act
of 1896 in certain particulars.”

My, T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Tonwoomba):
I called “ Not formal’”’ to this motion because
I am distinctly opposed to it. and it affords
onc of the first opportunities to carrv into
cffect the suggestion made by the Premier a
few davs ago when he nointed to the very
straitened Anancial condition of the country
and the need for a saving in expenditure.
In addition to that, I notice that two hon.
members on this side have. by notice of
motion and question, directed atfention to

Mr. T'. R. Roberts.]

(Hon. J.
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the need for reducing enditure so far as
this House itself is concerned—that is, in the
salaries of Ministers and members. We must
recognise that it was bellieved that under
TFederation Qucensland and the other States
wonld be able to reduce the cost of govern-
mant.

The SPEAKTER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will remember that last session I pointed
out that this was not a stage at which a Bill
could be discussed. The opportunity to o
that will come to the hon. member later on.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS:
tent myself at this stage
intend to cppose the Bill.
by which we can save

Then [ shall con-

with saying that I
It gives us a means
one Mini:ter’s salary

Mr. VOWLES (Deidy): I did not call
“ Not formal” to the motion, Mr. Speaker,

in view of your ruling of last session. I
understood that no debate would be permitted
at this stage.
ONOURABLE MEMBERS : IHcear, hear!
Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RisvxprioN or DEBATE.

Mr. BLPHINSTONL (Gualzy): 1 would,
first of all, like to expr to the leader of
the Opposition my appreciation of his giving
me the horour of being the first on lhls side
to discuss this motion. Scecundly, I wish to
express my sincere :ynpathv with the two

hon. members wlo yesterday did their best
to bolster up a losing cause. I am sure that
we all appreciate the fact that they were

doing their very utinost for the Government
they represent, but I am equally sure that,
whua they sat down, they wondered what it
was all about. If they voice the opinions of
the present Government for the coming ses-
sion, then the duty of the Opposition will be
a very simaple one.

I wish to take great exception to one state-
ment which the hon. member for Leichhardt
made, which I consider to be guite heartless,
and, in fact, unneces:ary. He taunted
Queensland with being the only country in
the world that had had Labour in power for
three successive Parliaments. There is no
need to remind us of that. One has only to
wallt down the strests of Brisbane and other
cities in the State and count the unemployed
in their thousands—(Government laughter)—
and note the stagnation that exists in order
to find all the evidence that is necessary
without the hon. member for Leichhardt
talking about that obvious fact.

According  to the hon. member, the
Governor’s Speech was a courageous effort.
I call it a colourless effusion. The outstand-
ing thing which should have appeared in it
is a reference to the adoption by the Labour
party of this communistic doctrine that thev
have swallowed, lock, stock, and barrel—
according to the Premier—this doctrine which
has been endorsed in all parts of Australia
by the pavty to which they are attached.
Yet it is of such vast importance and so
whets the appcetites of hon. members opposite
that they pass through the first Governor’s
Speech presented to any Parliament since it
was made law in Labour ranks without a
single reference to it! What is the deduc-
tion? It simply shows that hon. members are
dishonest to the cause they represent or that
thev are cut on an expedition to gull the
public and draw their attention from this

[Mr. 7. R. Roberts.
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doctrine, which is to be dished up on 4 more
auspicious occaxion. It is astounding that no
reference is made in the Speech to this fea-
ture, which, as we know, has been engaging
the attention of Labour representatives

througheut Australia during the last few
months.
I wish, however, to congratulate the Go-

vermment on one thing—that 1s, their dis-
covery that Queensland’s great need is a
proper 1ttontmn to the lot and requivenents

of the primary producers. (Goevernment
laughter.) We are delighted to see that, after
seven vears’ occupancy of the Treasury

benches, these gentlemen are at last waking
up to the faet thmt the primarv producer 18
the backbone of Quecensland. Rather will I
sav this, that hon. members opposite who
hold that belief would bo very much more
honest and honourable in their actions if they
would do as I did—come over here and join
the party which represents him. (Government
laughter.)
Mr. Brexyax : You have ratted, all right.

My, EPHINSTONE : There is no question
that the primary ]>10(Lw“r in Quooneulnd
neads some proper sympathy and attention
at this present moment. 112 noeds somce
seientific adviee to help in the growing of
his crop=: some business guidance in their
marketing: and some relief from the over-
burdening rates, tax s, and other impositions
which are put upon him bv Brisbane and
other contres, 1 win delighted that hon.
gentlemen opp(»sxf"—‘hm all sections of this
Heusa, one can safcly say—to-day are alive
to his interouts,

The PREMIER:

The Nationalists aleo .

Mr, ELPITINSTONE : Yes,
The Provier: Then why did you leave
them?

Wy, ELPHINSTONE: I do not wish to
deprive tho Nationalists of the credit of any
sincere desire in that direction, as I believe
they are honourable and sincere also in what
thev state in that regard. (Interruption.)

M, PoLLOCK :
Mr. ELPHINSTOXNE: Certain hon goen-

tlemen  opposite—I  #ay  cervtain of t}wm
beeause they do not all mean it—are sin-
cerely desirous of doing the right thing. Why
do they mot, then, cemie over horo and
support that party  which stands for the
primary producers’ interests primarily? In-
stead of doing so. they are acting as whited
sepulchres, knowing all the time they are
committed to a policy which means the exter-
mination of the farmer. These gentlemen,
having lost the intercst and the support of
their town constituencies, and knowing that
their day of defeat is dawnmor are Iookmg
round for further opvortunities of extending
theiy lease of life, They sce that the primary
producer is starting te come into his own.
and therefore thev search for knowl edge and
information-—stealing wherever they can and
usurping it flom others—and put forward a
policy which is going to save the primary
producer. All I can say is, good luck to the
primary producer. Our advice to him is to
take all he can get. But we wish to assure
and we believe he is aliv i
that these gentlemen are only mal\mg hollow-
sounding promises. Ilow can a party which
is absolutely committed to a policy of exter-
mination of all private ownership and every
personal achievement, with the same voico

Whye did vou rat on them?
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say it 13 going to assist the primary producer
to acquire his right These people are out
to exterminate what is now his own. The
Premier, at that historical conference which
took place in Brisbane last October, said,
“ Where does the farmer come in in this
communistic stunt?” or words to the cffect.
The hon. gentleman knows where he comes
in. He comes in by being pushed out; by
being deprived of his personal libertics and
robbed of the ownership of all that he holds
dear to himself and his family., Yet these
hon. gentlemen say no one must breathe
a word about this being a political move
They say, that that is not intended; that
it is a self-sacrificing stunt on the part of
the Government! They say they are out to
assist the primary producer, thinking they
are geing to get his support. I hope the hon.
gentlemen are sincere in their intention to
assist, the primary producer. We will do
all we can to sssist him and to assist ithem
to live up to their word.
OpPo8ITION MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: But, all the time
we know, and thes primary producer knows,
that theirs is the hand which is going to
strike him. There 1s no supposition in that.
What is the resolution which was passed at
this Labour Parbament in Melbourne quite
recont. 1 am going to read it fo the
House, because it must be preached from the
housetops in order to let the proople sce
where these gentlemen stand at the present
moment. It reads—

“ That this congress, desiring a united
working cless frout in this country,
reaffirms  the industrial and political
policy adopicd by the June Cougress of
1021, aud ondorses, as far as it is con-
sistent  with this motion, the work of
the Brisbance Convention of October, 1921,
and uvrges the State branches of the
Australian Labour party aud other work-
ing class parties and groups to forthwith
fall into line so that a wniform political
poliey may be presented througheut Aus-
tralin, and calis upon the Australian
Labour party to make provision along
th lines of the British and New Zcealand
f.abour parties for the incorporation of
@1l schools of genuine labour thought
and activity, with freedom of propaganda
and ovganisation, while at the sume time
requiring a loyal acceptance of the deci-
sions of the representative conferences,”

It says there must be a loyal acceptance of
these decisions.  What werve those decisions?

-—socialisation of industry, production, and
exchange—socialisation, which is going to
make every man a vassal of the State, Vet

they go to the farmer and say he is entitled
to the full product of his labour. At the
very first opportunity, when they have
reccived a new lease of life, they will take
from that man all he possesses and make
him a vassal of the State.

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No!
My, BLPHINSTONL: Hon members
opposite  say < Nol” What does the

> socialisation of industry,
c¢xchange’ mean?
was exposed.

OprosITION MEMBERS : Flear, hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is time this
country was awakencd to a realisation of
the menace which is at its doorstep—which,
as the hon. member for Ieichharvdt says.

production, and
It is time this hypocrisy

[6 Jony.]
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has been endured in Queensland for three
consccutive Parliaments. As though we did
not know it! There was no necessity forr
the hon. member to call attention to what
i3 so obvious a fact.

I am going to deal with a few points which
were raised by the hon. member for Leich-
hardt. If he is the mouthpiece for the
party he represents, he has a very limited
knowledge of the economic circumstances
existing at the present time. The hon. mem-
ber referred to bankruptey on the other side
of the world. The deduction to be drawn,
evidently, was that thiz is a prosperous
State. The only countries in other parts of
the world that are bankrupt arc those which
have adopted the communistic daoctrine for
which hon. gentlemen opposite stand.

Oprros1TION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Great DBritain, the
seat of the British Kinpire, not only stands
very high financially, but she is paying off
by tens of millions per annum her public
deb*, whereas in Queensland ‘we are increas-
ing it by millions per annum. Where is
therc confirmation of the hon. member's
remarks ?

He also said that the old order had been
replaced by the new. If he meant that the
prosperity of the present day is cndangered.
that wnemployment is rampant in our midst,
that every man is losing his desire to work
and to achieve anything, I quite agree with
him that the old order has been exchanged
for the new. Is that a source of gratifica-
tion? Is it not rather a matter to be
deplored than to be boasted about—as the
hon. gentleman evidently did yesterday ?

The hon. gentleman also referred to setticrs
and investors being crvcouraged.  That is
precisely what we have contended should be
done.  But how can you cxpect to encourage
sottlers and vestors to come to Queeis-
fand when all you desire is to get as many
people and as much property into the State
only in order that you may put into opera-
tion vour communistic dectrine—after the
next election, as you hope—and you will have
more material to play with, more property
to assist. you? Ifow can you expect men to
come from other parts of the world where
they live in freedom, with encouragement
to progress and become industrious. and
throw themsclves into a community of men
such as hon. gentlemen opposite, who are
bound to the doctrine of the extermination

of all property and all individual effort?
The hon. member also made reference to

the public indchtedness of those resident in

Queensland.  {Te mentiored, if I heard him
correctly, that it amounted to £141 per
capita. I would remind him that that is not

correct.  The actual public debt of the State
is £182 per capita, £75 of which is Com-
monwealth and £107 of which is State public
debt. I make that correction. because the
public debt of Queensland is becoming quite
a serious matter, and we have to hear il in
mind  when arranging for further loans
which are going to Increase our indebtedness
per capita.

The hon. member referrad to new loans,
land settlement, and railways. I want to
remind him that, as business men who have
a1 eye to the lot of the taxpaver and those
who are directly or irdirectly affected by high
taxation, we must look at the public debt and
see where wo stand at the present moment,
Dees the hon. gentleman appreciate the fact

Mr. Elphinstone._|
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that last year we paid in interest on the
public debt £3,286,000, whilst, when his Go-
vernmernt came ino power in 1915, the total
interest paid on the public debt was only
£1,975,0007 There is an increase in scven
years of £1,311,009, cquivalent to an increasc

£ 65 per ceut. Yt the hon. gentleman talks

ﬂuentAy and easily of greater expenditure
in this direction and that, forgetting alto-

gother that the day of reckoning must come
1ound and that iﬂ the meantime the tax-
payers and those who arc indirectly affected
arc called upon to meet greater exactions
overy year. | also want to remind the hon.
gentleman thst there are £26 000,000 falling
due for renewal between now and 1925, a
great a nount of which falls due for renewal
or redemption in the present year, which
alunest iruitlba means greater interest. I
weuld remind him also that a large amcunt
of that money is inveated in our railways
costing £4 3s. 2d. per cent., and yet, as a
result of the hon. gentlemman cr his party’s
administration of those railwags last year
they actually earned only 95 9d. per cent. to
mect that interest debt of £4 3s. 2d. The
hon. ge . tleman and his party talk easily and
airily of greater expenditure in this direction
and that, forgetting altogether the economic
effect it is going to hd\(} which effect is
visible throughout this State at the present
moment.

The hon. gentleman also referred to inter-
state immigration, as he called it. This is
the firw time thet T have heard of a man
eomive across the bord:r of New South Wales
into @ wernsland being called an immigrant.
Howeror, that is the position. I would
rvemind the hon. gentleman that that influx
of pc 'la\trion not duc to Quernsland’s
prosperity, but because the ﬁotsam and jet-
sam of labour find that Querensland proe
a haven f rest and feeds tnoul, and almost
clothes and houscs thom, without asking them
to porferm any duty in ewchange. What
olie could you expect? A man who is
tived of work in other pa of Australia
to-d=v naturally comes to Que nsland to live
on the Government and upon the taxpayer,
as is hoppening atr the present moment, and
instead f eelting solace and satisfact'on
from thot fact. it is somet thing that is seriously
to be deplor-d

The hon. gentleman referred to a thousand
millions of people living in the Pacific. who
should be customers of Queensland. I
should very much like to soc even a
fraction of those people customers of
Queensiand. But I would remind the hon.
gentleman and the party opposite that the
only way you can get th-se people to become
customers is by producing an article that you
can sell to them in competition with other
countries. That is the trouble we are up
against now. Owing to the methods that
the party opposite have introduced into the
indu-trizs of Queensland, the cost of pro-
duct’on is so great that you have little or
no chane: of competing with other countries
in supplyirg these one thousand millions of
people in the Pacific. If we desire to find
an outlet for our products in the Pacific
isles and th= KEast generally, we have to
face the situation; and the cost of produc-
tion and the cost at which you can sell your
products are essontial features in these days
when the trade competition is alive through-
out the world.

Th~ hon. gentleman also made reference
to de’cits, pointing out that the accumulated

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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deficit of Queensland was something which
compared very favourably w.th the deficits
of cther States.  He made reference to
Victoria, saying that hon. members on this
side mwte Vlctorm as an examplc to them
at every opportunity. I want to remind that
hon. member that duung the last four years
the agoregate surpluses in Victoria have been
£1.000 0 0, and that without increasing taxa-
tion dmuw that period. Herc is the State
which he helds up as one that is unfavour-
able compared with Qucensland, and yet it
has carried on operations during war and
during the aftermath of war, and hax accu-
mulated surpluses amounting to .£1,000,000
without increasing taxation. For that hon.
gentieman’s edification, I want to call atten-
t'on to the taxation per hecad in the various
States, so that he can ascertain what virtue
thcre is attached to th Queensland Govern-
ment for euding up the year with a deficit
of only £188,000. In 1916, taxation per
head in Victoria was 29s. 3d., and in 1821,
it wns 50:, In 1916, in Quecnsland, the
iaxnt’on per hoad was 42: 9d., whoreas in
1621 it was 95s. 10d.—more than double what
it was in 1916, and very nearly doibie what
it iz in Victoria. Where is the gratification,

thesefere, in having what the h( n. member
calied a comparatively small deficit, sering
the Goverament have been extracti from

these enormeus

the overburdened taxpayer
represented by

sums of money which are
that per ecaplta taxation?

Mr, Cornins: Taxation of the wealthy.

Mr. Forev: Who paid thosc taxes?

Mr., ELPIIINSTONE: You and the
pooole you represent,  Thet Is one of the
thivg ich the hon. gertlemen opposite
are | . ¢ have rot the eompreh nsion to
unds i, If these gentlemen think that

h~t man to be affected
which they are called upon to
have not a very clear conception

the taxpawer is the
bv th taxes
pav, they

of the =ituation, and I am \1')})11\"*’1 that
the hen. member for Bowen, whe has bemn
o long  in this  Ilouse, should every
seasion 1)'1);0t like, contend th-t the effoct

'f toxation re-ts cn and iz eorfined to the
If he gocs among t his own elec-

2 is sincerely svmpathotic to their
wt rost, iil find that onc cf the burd ns
that bis const tnents are suffering from to-day
is th's taxation, which is pawcd on and
which must be passed on.

The PrEMiER: No.
not be ¢

If it were, you would
Ty out now.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: The hon. geontle-
man has said se himsclf in that document
that he set his signature to in 1915, where

he clearly states that it is the producer
who suffors and the worker who prys. Hon.
m-mbers oppoesite shake their heads like

automata, because it docs not pay them to
agree to that deduction at the present stage.
It is true, no less.

The PreyMiEr: You would not be in such
a state of cxcitement if that were so.

Mr. ELPIINSTONE: Passing on to
ancther phase of the criticism of the hon.
member for Leichhardt, he finds comfort
from the fact that the wuages in Queensland
are higher and the hours less than in other
States. I quit: agree; but what is the
result of that? If he only studies his
* Knibbs,” he will see that it has affected
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industry, and, as the hon. gentleman has
evidently not taken the trouble of finding
it out for himself. T am going to read it
for him. He will find it in his last quarterly
“ Knibbs.”  The increase in the number of
factory hands in the different States during
the last six years are—

New South Wales 28,630
Victoria . .. 26,908
South Australia 4.934
Western Australia 2,433
Queensland . ..o L117
Queesnsland 1s at the bottom of the list.

The increases in the number of factories in
operation during the same period are—

New South Wales ... 558
Victoria ... .. 1,119
South Australia o172
Western Australia .. 118
Quecnsland 20

This is the eff:ct of high wages and shorter
hours. The hightest rates of pay prevail in
Queenslend, clearly showing that we cannot
compete in production with other States.
This is an urnatural and unnecessary burden
placed upon industry.

Mr. Pease: Quite wrong.

Mr. ELPHINSTONIE: Let me make my
position clear so that I shall not be misin-
terpreted.  Personally, I do not stand for
any reduction in the standard of living in
Queensland, providing a man gives sufficient
production for the salary ,which he enjoys
to cnable the employ-r-to recoup himself.
Production must be increased, and the only
way 1t can be increased without loss to the
worker is by increasing the hours which he
can work., I stand for a 48-hour week, and
there are ways and means whercby the
worker, who vreally works, can actually
increase his standard of living and standard
of pay if he is given the necessary encourage-
ment and the opportunity to do so. If the
hon. gentleman can f(ind comfort in the fact
that we arc paying a higher rate of wages
and that men work less hours in Quecnsland,
unmindful of the rate of production, it shows
his Iimited visien in regard to the ecconemic
situation.

.

The hov. member also pointed out plati-
tudes which we very frequently hoar from
hon. gentlemen opposite in regard to Savings
Bank deposits being higher per capita in
Queensland than in any other State. In a State
Iike Queensland, the Government Savings
Bank is not the proper absorbing custodian for
the pocple’s savings.  Industry should be
the custodian of the people’s savings, so
that we can develop our resources and
reverse this practical decrcase in factories
that is going on. The mcere fact of people
going to the Savings Bank and to other
banks to deposit their money is clrar evi-
dence that they have no confidence in the
country so far as industrial development is
concerned ; and T should be very much more
satisfied if I saw thos* deposits decreasing,
so leng as we saw that natural increase in
industry and development which we are so
anxious to encourage and cultivate.

Mr. Kmmwan: What about the great bank
smash in 18937 There was no  Labour
Government in power thon,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : The hon. member
also referred to taxation. He found com-
fort in the fact that in Queensland a man
in receipt of an Income of £200 per annum
—he should have said £208 per annum——

Mr. Forey: £4 a week.

[5 Jory.]
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3e. ELPHINSTONE : Pays 5s. per annum
in income tax, and the hon. member com-
pared it with Victoria, where the same maun
pays 17s. 6d. per annum in income tax.
Why did he not study the table whioch the
Premier took great pains to introduce into
“ Hansard > :n the last session of Parlia-
ment, and this is what he would have found—
that a man in receipt of £234
[4.30 p.m.] per annum pays his 2Is. 10d
income tax in Queensland, and
2ls. 1 Victoria; a man in receipt of £250
per annum pays 32s. 11d. in Quecensland,
and 25s. in Victoria; a man in receipt of
£260 per annum pays 40s. 3d. in Quecnsland,
and 27s. 6d. {n Victoria; a man in receipt
of £286 per annum pays 59s. 2d. in Queens-
land. and 34s. in Vietoria; a man In receipt
of £300 per annum pays 70s. 3d. in Queens-
land, and 37s. 6d. in Victoria? That is
another of those illustrations that we get
so tired of where these gentlemen just
pick out one isolated instance which they
dish up to the people, and then say what
« wonderful Government this Labour Go
vernment is, and they omit a true deserip-
tion of the position, or a general compari-
son, which they know in the long run must
be against their arguments. There is one
thing that the hon. member absolutely
omitted to wmention, and that is that there
is a poll tax upon all unionists. Although
these men are charged 5s. per head on an
income of £208, ther have to pay a poll
tax of 10s. per annum to maintain and
establish some Labour literaturc by which
these gentlemen hope to reach their Utopia
of umionism and socialism throughout the
world. The pcor workers whom these hon.
members opposite protest they are so anxious
to assist are made to contribute 10s. per
head to some T.abour literature before they
are permitted to work in the stote of free-
dom for which the hon. gentleman stands.
That is a deplorable and dastardly state of
affairs, and vet the hon. gentleman does
not say anything about it.

Mr. Dass: You don’t like it.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The best propa-
ganda we have to-day is the Labour litera-
ture. We have only to encourage our
friends to digest Tabour literature, and they
begin to understand—mot what hon. gentle-
men opposite protest and try to place before
the people, but what they actually stand for,
To-day the Labour machine seems to be at
variance with the DLabour Press. The
T.abour organisations preach one thing—
socialisation—and the Labour politician
preaches another thing. He knows that it
is not politic to pus in the window the
articles they have for sale. They therefore
put in some innocent looking picen of goods
which they expect will attract the_people
to their Labour shops. Why? Becruse
their jobs are dependent on it. They
know quite well, as was stated frequently
ia the conference discussions at Sydney and
Melbourne, that, if they allowed it to be
known to the world that Labour stands for
this extreme socialism, their ¢ cake is
dough.” So it i= dough. and we arc going
to sce that it is kept dough.

Another point, and then T have finished
with the hon. member for Leichbardt, who
made quite a temnerate and pleasing speech.
He said that population was increasing 1in
Queensland. So it i3 in the parts that this
Government stand for; that is, the towns
in Quecensland.  How, where, and why ?

Mr. Elphinstone.|
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Simply because of the wunpopulariby of
primary production; simply because the
man on the land is not given a chance. and
his sons and daughters are driven to centres
where. comfort awaits them without cffort,
where vrelief can be given them whether
they work or not, and where all kinds of
devices which play upon human suscepti-
hilities, such as Golden Caskets and Liberty
Fairs, are available. Races every day in
the weck. Kverything which panders to the
weaknesses of humanity is encouraged, and
finds a place in the administration by hon.
members opposite.  That i+ the fact in re-
gard to tho population of Quecnsland—a
decrease in the country, and an increase in
the towns and cities. I fail to see, in that
vegard. where we can find cncouragement
or satisfaction.
T want to refes now to one or two PASSATC:
in the Goverror’s Spedeh, and I amn distinetly
amused at the anxiety which the hon. mem-
bers opposite show for the mcat industry at
the present momeunt. They say the conditions
in the pastoral industry are a source of grave
anxiety to them, and they show their anxiety
so pronouncedly, that they are not prepared
to give onc ounce of rclief or sympathy to
the man from whom they are exiracting, by
means of repudiatory legislation, retrospec-
tive rents for eight, nine, or more years.
That is their anxiety. Most people’s anxiety
13 indicated in some practical way, but all
their concern is in extracting from these
poor harassed people cvery pound they can
get out of them, for the purpose of bolster-
ing up their socialistic doctrines, and their
losing State enterprises. We will have a
great deal more to say on this meat question
before the session ends, and there will be
those on the Opposition side who can deal
with if more effectively and more intimately
than T can; nevertheless, there is the oui-
standing fact that their anxiety is such that
they are not prepared to give these men one
ounce of relief when it comes to finance.
Mr. Stoprorn: They got a 20 per cont.
veduction in railway freights.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE : Will the hon. mem-
ber for Mount Morgan argue that that 20
per cent. reduction is actually relief? Where
is the economic soundness, and where is the
business in simply reducing the railway
freights for the benefit of an oppressed class,
and making another section of the com-
munity pay? That may afford temporary
relief; but to give rebates in railway freights
to an oppressed industry is not a wise or
brave thing when the raillways are a heavily
losing proposition, and the position will
become a very serious one before we have
gone very far.

A GoverNMENT MemBeEr: What do vyou
suggest ?
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Our railways are

alrcady a losing concern.
Mr. Prase: Is the rebate not a good thing ?

Mr. ELPHINBTONE: As a temporary
palliative, ye:: but it is not good [inance:
it is not a statesmanlike method of dealing
with the situation.

The Stote Insurance Office is again paraded
as being the one pet lamb which hon. gentle-
men opposite can advance as an indication
of the success of State enterprise. Just
before commencing this speech I was reading
the remarks of the Premicr at that famous
Brisbane conference. when he stated that, if
the socialisation of industry was to be

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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brought about, it means that our State
Insurance Office would be run for the benefit
of those who are engaged in it. That is
exactly the position. Here is this pet lamb
that they talk so much of going to be sacri-
ficed shortly to the demands and exigencies
of the soecialistic doctrine. IL.et me remind
hon, merubers opposite onca maore that where
vou malke insurance compulsory, m}d where
vou give a monopoly to the State, 1t cannot
possibly refrain irom payring. Why do they

not give greater publicity to those other
State  enterprises which  are conveniently
climinated from the Gevernor’s Speech?

Why not make reference to the State cattle
stations, and those other enterprises in
which there is over £1,000, of the State’s
money invested? No reference is made to
them at all. Why? Because they know
they are a colossal failure. and they simply
¢ hold of this one little State cuterprise
which, as I way, is a mouopoly, and which is
compulsory, and what clse can yon cexpect
from a position like that?

801

Mr. Ryax: Station owners are giving cows
and calves away up North.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : { must take up that
interjection.  Why are they giving away
calvos?

Mr. Ryan: They are giving both cows and
calves away.

Me., ELPHINSTONE: It is simply to
ovade the extortichate tavation imposed upon
them at the present moment by hon. gentle-
men opposite. It simply shows one2 more
what a poor conception these hon. gentlemen
have of the economic situation.

I will pass on to the American loans, which
figure scmewhat largely in the Speech. We
have had two of those loans during the last
year. I want to point out the deduction
which can be drawn from tho'c loans, if
vou study the price at which they stand'ar
the present moment. The first loan carried
intercst at 7 per cent., and was issued at the
price of £89. That loan is standing in_the
market at the present day of £10 premium.
clearly showing that we paid too high a price
for it. It should not be standing at £10
preminm when so short a time has clapsed

since it was borrowed. Had we exercised
business acumen at that stage, we should

have been able to launch that loan at a much
morc favourable rate than was the case, be-
cause the market price of the loan should not
stand at £110 only a few months after it is
issued. The sccond loan was floated at 6
per cent. at the issue price of 865, and, when
it is actually only a few months old, it stands
at a premium of 33 per cent. That clearly
shows that hon. gentlemen opposite were not
¢0 wise as thev imagined in rushing in to
borrow money from that part of the world,
when it is clearly indicated bv the price at
which the loans stand to-day that they could
have made a very much better arrangement
even with these people in America.

The SzcreTsRY FOR PubLic Laxps: You were
noi very wise in trying to block us from
getting it from another part of the world.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I want to read to
the Houss an extract from a circular which
the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board
here received from an American broker in
regard to a loan, which shows the view of the
American moneved peoble so far as Queens-
land is concorned, and the intimate krowlodge
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which hon. gentlemen opposite arguced they
had about conditions here.

The SECRETARY ror Pusnic Taxns:
does that appear?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It appeared in the
Brishane ** Conrier.” and the records are to
be found in the Metronolitan Water and
Sewrrage Board files, if the hon. gentleman
ccarcs to read them,  The cireular states
v \.VeH over 30 por cent. of the board’s
ling issue in London is held in the

United States for iuvestment. Through
the 1ssue of the dollar loans here of the
State of Queensland the round conditions
and high standing of Queenstand have
been jmpressed on the serious inve:stor-
i this country. and the brilliant succoss
of the Metvopolitan Water and Sewerage
Board-finds aon all sides most comnlimen-
tary exprezsion.”’
We can  well understand that, if the
Amcerican investor is satisfied with the bril-
liani success of the Metropolitan Water and
Sewerage Board, he is quite satisfied with
the Labour Government, because thev are
both very costly experiments to Quecnsland.
The statement that these hon. gentlemen in
America ave obsessed  with this valuable
sectirity in Queensland is not only depreciated
by this extract I have read, but it is denied
by the rate at which these loans ave quoted
at the present moment. It shows that the
security is pot so much appreciated, other-
wise we should have got a much morve favour-
able rate on the issuc of the loans.

Reference 1s also made in the Speech to
the Inkerman irrigation scheme. given, no
doubt. as an example of what the Government
intend to do with regard to water conserva-
tion. It is onee more necessary to dwell on

Where

r}m facts of this first enterprise of the
Government in regard to fivigation. Here

1s & scheme which at its inception was esti-
mated to cost £131.000. The figures, which
will no doubt shortly be placed before us,
will indicate that this scheme has cost nearer
£500,000, or nearly four times the estimated
-cost.

Mr. Cotrixs: That is not true.
the truth.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: What is the effect
upont the farmer——the man who has to
shonlder the burden in regard to this irriga-
tion scheme?  TFor every 50 acres which he
has under cultivation he is to be ealled upon
to pay £366 per anvnum. Now what farmer
can or will pay that sum for just getting a
certain amount of water for ‘a few days?
There are only 130 wells in the whole scheme,
and, therefore, I argue with some experience
of the matter.

Mr. Cornins: Experience !

Mr. ELPITINSTONE : If £1,000 had been
placed at the disposal of each of these farmers
to creats his own irrigation scheme, he would
have had a more efficient one, at a cost of
£60 per annum in interest and redemption,
whereas he is now ealled upon to pay £366
per annum for a scheme the efficiency of
which has yet to be proved. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen is pleased and gratified with
this wonderful exh’bition of business ineffi-
ciency. No doubt the hon. member can tell
us more about this later on. T may say that
since last session I have had the  privilege
of going over that area and know a great
deal more about it. and I am simply talking
of the position not only as T found it, but as

Stick to
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T know it to exist from the reports furnished
te us by the Auditor-General.
Mr. Prase: What do you think of it?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I have already said
what I think of it, and, if the hon. member
is not able to follow my remarks. I cannot
help it. ’

I am sorry to see the Public Works Com-
mission resuscitated. Evidently, there are
certain hon. members opposite who have
been putting the serew on because they have
not been getting sufficient jobs latelv. We
sce that the flat has goune forth that the
<alaries and wages of public servants are to
be reduced, but the Public Works Commis-
sion is revived, and hon. gentlemen start
oft in their wanderings through Quecensland
at an additional expense to the taxpayer.
What is the use of our perpetuating this
drain on our resources? We arc given
reports regarding works which are notf, neces-
sary at the present moment. I want to point
out to these gentlemen that the interest on
the public debt in 1921 was £2.930,000. and
of that amount we only rcceived back from
the directions where the money was invested,
£812,000, representing a loss to the taxpavers
of £2,100 000. Compare that with the situa-
tion in 1915, when a Liberai Government was
in charge of the Treasury benches. KFrom an
interest bill of £1,975,000, no less than
£1,707.000 was drawn as income from diree-
tions in which those loan moneys were
invested. Yet hon. members opposite are
still wandering about the country, drawing
their £2 2s. per day, to find more. under-
takings for public money to be sunk in.

At 4.48 p.m.,

The CuHalRMAN oF (oMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chatr.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There are some
serious omissions from the Speech to which
I have to call attention. One is the social
evils which are permcating our community
in regard to gambling and racing.. Hon.
gentlemen opposite, and every man with a
conscience, must be convinced that these
two evils are eating into the vitals of
Queensland at the present moment. VYet,
what do thes» gentlemen do? Unmindful of
the dignity of the Government—if it possesses
any at the present moment—they bhave
cauzed the whole of the people of Queensland
to be subjected to the indignity of being
refuseds a further license to sell gambling
tickets in the State of New South Wales.
Instead of taking that rebuff like men, and
admitting that a mistake had been made.
they issued insidious circulars advising the
people of New South Wales to evade the law
of the land, and to send their applications
direct to Queensland, because we cannot afford
to do without that incomne which is derived
from the gambling instinets of the people.
That is a most dastardly position. This
Government will be known in the future, if
for no other feature, as one that has under-
mined the morals of the people more than
any other Government in this country. The
pity of it is that the hon. member for
Teichhardt unkindly reminded us that this is
the third Parliament in which this Govern-
ment has been imposed on Queensland. con-
sisting. as it <docs, of gentlemen committed
to doctrines of that description. We were
assured by hon. gentlemen opposite last ses-
sion that legislation would be introduced for
the control of racing. 1In fact, a Bill was
prepared, vet we find no reference to it in

Mr. Elphinstone.|
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the Bpeech read by His Fxcellency at the
opening of this sexsion. A Bill was drawn
up and was ready for submission last session,
but it is a significant fact that as soon as the
Speech from the Throne was issued, in which
no  rveference was made to racing and
gambling, Mr. John Wren leaves by the mail
train this morning for the South.

Orrostrion MevBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We krow how that
gentleman is wrapped up in proprietary
racing, and we also know to our cost the
terrible effect that this increase in proprie-
tary racing is having in Queensland. Yet
hon. members opposite talk about standing
up for the working class. They talk about
uplifting the masses, but instead of doing
that, they are practically dragging them into
the gutter, so to speak, by their encourage-
ment of these vicious practices.

.1 want to deal with the question of educa-
tion, which is only just briefly touched upon
in the Speech from the Throne. I have
nothing vicious to say in this regard. All
that I have to say is in sorrow, bocause our
schools are being starved from one end of
Queensland to the other. In my own eclecto-
vate, just as in the case of many other schools
in  Queensland, the buildings are over-
crowded, and the children are being taught
nnder great inconvenience to themselves. The
children are not given the facilities to which
they are entitled, just because this Govern-
ment have not got at their disposal for the
advancement of education sufficient money
to look after the welfare of the cominé
generation. The money which is being spent
by the Government on education works is
expended in such a manner that they are only
getting half the returns from it, cempared
with what the Government got some years
ago.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do vou object to the teachers being well
paid?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
rh.at .intvrje(:tion later. The Government, by
sticking to the day-labour system in  the
construction of schools and nublic buildings,
are paying twice as much as was paid some
vears ago. The result is that the children
of Queessiand are suffering. At the present
time you will see children being taught in
the open. In the cold weather, when the
westerly winds are blowing, I have scon the
children myself with hands and feet almost
blue with cold. Many of the children are
barefooted and have to stand on the cold
conerete  floors just because there is not
sufficient accommodation for them in the
school buildings. How is it possible to instil
into their minds their duties as the coming
citizens of Queensland when they arce being
taught under such conditions as that? The
Government have got money to waste on
their ridiculous State enterprises, but the
education of the children evidently is a
sccondary consideration. I am surprised that
ho‘n. members cpposite tolerate that sort of
thing for one moment.
me Just now if T objected to the feachers
being well paid. I defy him to point to one
single speech from this side of the House
where any member ever suggested that the
teachers should be underpaid.

OrrostTion MeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If we are to get
the best out of our schools, then we must
have well paid and experienced teachers; but
what is the use of paying the teachers well

[Msy. Elplinstone.
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to instil education into the minds of the
children when they ave havdicapped in the
way they are at the presest time? The
Secrctary for Public Instruction, instead of
interjecting, should direct his careful atten-
tion to these matters and see if he cannot
remedy them. I can tell him that the Oppo-
sition are not satizfied, and we sre gong
to demand—I say demand-—careful attention
to this matter. This is a matter that affects
cvery party. It not only affects the Govern-
ment party, but it affects the party on this
side of the House. Their children suffer
as well as ours; and this is a matter on
which hon. members opposite should rise to
a sense of their responsibilities.
Mr. Pornock: We only spend £1,000¢

a year more than your crowd spent on
education.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No one will ever

question the ability of hon. members oppo-
site to spend. (Opposition laughter.) Hon.
members opposite have a special record for
Queensland so far as spending is concerned.
If the money was spent to the advantage
of the children it would be all right, but
it is not spent to the best advantage of the
children at all. All hon. members opposite
think about is how to spend money. Money
must be found for the Public Works Com-
mission to travel around the country, and
money must be fourd to give additional
jobs for Miunisters. There is no doubt that
members opposite can spend the money, but
whether it is to the advantage of the chil-
dren or mot is another question altogether.

Mr. Porrock: Look
new schools,

At 4.56 p.m.,
The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I cannot close my
remarks without reference to our new branch
of primary production. It is. T think. para-
mount in all our minds today that there
is in our primary production in Queensland
a new star to which we can lock with enthu-
siasm, and that is in connection with the
growth of cotton. We are assured that we
can grow cotton successfully in Queensland.
We are also assured of the fact that in
other parts of the world they are gradu-
ally finding themselves less and less able
to supply the world’s demand for cotton.
We arc also finding that the cost of growing
cotton in other parts of the world is coming
in close proximity to the cost of growing
and picking it in Queensland. We are
pleased to see an extension of the cotton
growing areas in Queensland; but there is
ome point that we as business men will have
to face without delay. I was privileged to
be present at the opening of the Whin-
stanes Ginnery a week or two ago, and I
am sure that every one of us who attended
was interested in what we saw. I happened
to be accompanied by a gentleman from
Lancashire who is an expert cotton manu-

at the number of

facturer. He is associated with big cotton
interests in Lancashire, and has been for
decades past. He tock up a handful of

cotton, and he asked one of the attendants
how many different samples of cctton were
in that handful. He ascertained that there
were seven or cighf different lengths of
staple in it. Now, if that sort of thing is
continued. it is going to be disastrous to
cotton growing in Queensland. It is a good
thing to encourage people to go in for
cotton growing. and I know that number
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think that they are going to get relief from
their present depression by growing cotton,
but at the samc time we must standardise
our cotton if we are going to succeed. I do
not know if any hon. member opposite has
ever visited the Iancashire mills, but I can
tell this Ilouse that the manufacturers as a
rule each handle one length of staple in
the process of manufacture. All their looms
and machinery are set to handle that par-
ticular staple, and they will not buy any
cotton that Jdoecs not come up to that stan-
dard; so that growers of cotton must be
educated to grow a particular standard,
otherwise they will find that the bales of
cotton they send away will be cast aside as
practically valueless. What we have got
to do to-day is to see that the primary
producers of Queensland engaged in grow-
ing cotion are taught to place the growing
of cotton on a scund, scientific, and cconomic
bhasis. It is no wuse letting these men go
on planting cotton seed indis-
{6 p.m.] criminately, on the basis of a
guarantee which expires on the
30th June next; and it is no use cncourag-
ing them to imagine that they are going to
have a definite 54d. per Ib. indefinitely.
What we should instil into their minds, and
what we should do our best to assist them to
achieve, is to let Queensland cotton stand on
its merits, just as Queensland wool stands on
its merits. There is no need to bolster up
Queensland’s  wool; 1t is an article the
standard and quality of which are known.
1t is quite possible for us to do exactly the
same with cotton, but not on the lines along
which we are proceeding at the present
moment. It is cssential that cach one should
direct his mind to this important point.
There is an opportunity in our hands to do
wonders with this Stute of Queensland, if
we keep before us that it is unsound to
depend upon the artificial bolstering up of
industry, and if we keep prominently before
the producer the scientific tackling of this
question of quality which is so cssential in
the markeis of the world.

There is one other point with which I wish
to deal briefly before resuming my seat, that
is, taxation. I want to impress on hon, mem-
bers the need for facing this situation in
an immediate and an ecffective manner.
Queensgland industries and individuals are
staggerirg under a lead which they are less
and less able to bear. I could give the
House illustrations of men who have had
to borrow from their bankers to pay their
income tax. There are innumerable examples
which one could put before the House to
show the deplorable effect which this onerous
burden is having on industry in Queecnsland.
It is simply having upon the producer or the
industrial employer the same result as is
being applied to the worker at the present
moment. As the standardisation of wages
which does not permit him to enjoy any
benefit from: the quality of his work or the
application which he puts foto ii has had
the effect of reducing all men to a ccmmoen
level of enterprise, so this taxation levy is
having the effect of depriving emplorers of
that incentive which is so necessary if they
are to tackle successfully the problems before
the industrial community to-day. I put this
before the Government in all sincerity and
with all the force I can command—that we
must do something to alleviate the distress
which the burdens of income tax are impos-
ing on the people to-day. We may derive
some immediate benefit from it, but the

{5 Jury.]
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ultimate cffect will be that our factories will
diminish still more, our factory hands will
b~ fewer and fewer, and industries will be
driven out of the State. If I were only free
to teil this Housc of actual illustrations of
industries which have been closed, of indus-
tries which have gone to other States, and
of industries which have been discouraged
from starting in Queensland because of the
onerous burdens of taxation, I am sure hon.
members opposite would view the matter
with that seriousncss which the situation
demands. I commend it to them. This is
not a party question. It is a question of the
welfare of Quecnsland, and it demands the
most serious consideration of every member
of this House.

OppOSITION MrMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): The hon, member
for Fassifern-Oxiey has shown that he does
not understand his new book. He has lately
left Nationalism to take on the case of the
primary producer, and he has certainly
shown to-day that he does not understand his
needs.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
that he does.

Mr. PEASE: I am going to show that he
does not. In his concluding remarks he
referred to the cotton ginnery a5 Whinstanes.
Previously, he had spoken on the question
of labour in Queensland, and had he
attended the opening ceremony at‘that gin-
nery and taken note of the speeches made.
he “would have been struck by the remarks
of Mr. Watson, of the Chamber of Manu-
factures, whose address was, to my mind,
one of the finest compliments paid to Quocens-
land. He quoted figures and facts, and
distinctly showed that Queensland’s manu-
factures” were on one of the best wickets
in the Commonwealth.

IToNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear,

Mr., PEASE: Mr. Watson’s remarks were
one of the finest compliments that could be
paid to the Labour Government for their
developmental * work; and Mr. Vaughan,
who has had such a wide experience, pointed
out thai the cotton industry in Queensland
was going to be something to marvel at. He
touched on the labour question, and he dis-
tinctly stated that the opening of the cotton
industry in Queensland was sound, and that
it was not undertaken without duc considera-
tion. Right through those speeches the finest
compliments were paid to the Labour Go-
vernment that I have listened to in the last
fow years.

The hon.

I think he has shown

hear!

member also referred to the
speech of the hon. member for Leichhards,
in regard, particularly, to bad times. He
would have us believe that Queensland is in
the throes of a depression, Because the
member for Leichhardt quoted comparisons
with other countries, the member for Oxley-
Fa=sifern—oué to decry Queensland—was nos
satisfied. Fortunately,I happen to have some
cuttings from fnavcial newspapers which
show that in the first two months of this
year there were no fewer than 1,160 bank-
ruptcies in (Great Britain—a rccord. The
cutting goes on to say—

“ Tvery kind of business has been hit
by the commercial depression—insurance.
textiles, rubber, oil, stock brokerage.
provision merchants, farmers, builders.
liguor dealers, confectioners, and shipping
firias”’ :

Mr. Pease.]
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It also deals with Britain’s unemployed,
and says that in reply to a deputation, Mr
Macnamara, the Minister for Labour, made
the following statement:—
_““The total unemplovment benefit paid
since  November. 1920, amounted to
£85000.000. Provision had been made
for the possibility of the payment of a
further £51,000,000 between now and
July, 1923, He pointed out that at
present there were 1.440.000 wholly un-
emploved and 100.000 on short time, as
compared with 1.800.000 and 300,000 re-
spectively at the beginning of the year.”

1 think that deals with the statemoents of
the hon. member as to conditions in Queens.
land.

I am remindod that last year the Auditor-
General took the hon., member to #sk for
making inaccurate statements. On the first
page of his report there is a reference to
the hon. member for Oxley, who had made
an asserbion  which the Awnditor-General
could not allow to oo unchallenrged, which
goes to show that the hon. member is out
to say anvihing that he mayv think will
bolster up his cruse against the (Government,
During last wear several members of the
Opposition were out on a campaign against
the Government. as thex thousht. and thev
made a lot of misst~tements which were not
good for Cueensland and 1 think we should
take advantage of this opportunity to show
the peonle that their statements were incor-
rect. The first thine thev talked about was
the Audifor-Gieneral’s report. Now, I notico
that, when hon. members got the Auditor.
General’s report. ther did nnt cuote from it.
When thev see in it a good deal of matter
to the credit of the Glovernment they calmly
drop it. ) )

Mr. J. Jonrs: Gag!

Mr. PRASE : There wad no rag ”’ abont
the Auditor-General’s report. They could
have made all their speeches on it, but
once thoy saw that stetements were made to
the eredit of the Government, it was calmly
dropped. I am going to quote some figures
from the repovt. which I think the people
should have before them. Tirst of all, some
comparisons— :

“ Percentage increases in 1920-21 as com-
pared with 1916-17—

Population 10.3 per cent.

ROCS‘,ID‘“.? 59.9 per cent,.

Bxpenditure 54.8 per cent.
“ Railways—

Reccip@? 39.0 per cent,

Expenditure 63.0 per cent.

*“ Interest on public debt, 28.6 per cont.

“ Expen(_liture for Benefit of Returned
Sailors and Soldiers—
1916-17 25993
1917-18 200 877
1918-19 259 271
1919 20 1.074,193
1920-21 1,060,742.

* Increared Fxpenditure,
pared with 1919.20—
Hospital and Charitable In- £

1820-21, as com-

stitutions . 61.178
Insanity 21,943
Ontdoor Relief 41.600
Police 70 911
State Children 22,767.°

_ The Public Works expenditure was—1919-
1920, £304.553; 1920-1921, £534,950.

[Mr. Pease.
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The hon. member for Oxlev referred to
the expenditure on State schools. As far as
concerns the electorate [ have the honour to
represent. we have everr reason to be grate-
ful to the Government. because not one
vequest has been turned down where the
number of children has warranted it. I take
this opportunity of thanking the Government
for the manner in which they have looked
after the children in the far North of
Queensland.

In the cashing of war gratuity bonds, the
payvments to 30th June, 1921, were £58.918.

I would like hon. members to take notice
of the fligures I am now going to quote,
because we are twitted with the charge that
the new agricultural policy of the Premier
has been thought out merely as a catch ery,
in view of an election. Hon. members on the
other side say, *“ What have you done before
for the farmerz?” Here i1s something we
have done; the total amount owing by
farmers at 30th June, 1921, on the wheat
and fodder account, was £46.398; on the
wheat and barlev account, £3521; on the
sced-wheat and fodder account, £11.418;
shile the debit balance at 30th June, 1921, on
the stock diseases fund was £52.775.

Then we come to this new industry of
cotton. The advances made in 1920 totslled
£955; in 1921, £13,466.

In regard to the Co-operative Agricaltural
Product'on and Advances to Farmers Act,
in 19191920 there were thirteen advances,
totalling £1.964; while in 1920-1921 there
were 163 advances, totalling £22 575.

I have token out those figures just to show
that this polier of the Government is no new
thing. I claim to represent as many farmers
a+ anybody in this Housc. The Premier, in
his recent trip through my electorate, was
received by those farmers in the way in which
he should bo—as their friend. Not one
request that could be granted was turned
down. We have in the Herbert electorate
farmers who are real working farmers. One
staterment made by the hon, member for
Oxley I challenge. That hon. member would
lead this House to believe that the people
are leaving the couniry because they are not
being treated fairly, =nd that having a
Labour Governnient in power means distress
to the farmers. T know that that ix abso-
tutel= incorrect, because the Herbert electo-
rate had the record increase in population
in Queensland.

An OrrosiTion Munmeer: All sugar.

Mr. PEASE: That industry
boletered up by this Government.

OpPOSITION MEMBERS : No.

Mr. PEASE: It is our railway develop-
ment policy that has made that increase 1n
the population of the Herbert.

The PreMizr: Hear, hear!

Mr. PEASLE : From one end of the Herbert
to the other. the Premier advocated the
policy of the Government, under which tracts
which a few years ago were undeveloped
country arc now flourishing farms.

An OvrposiTrox MEMBER: Who built the
South Johnstone Mill?

Mr. PEASE: Why did you not put it in
the right place? The farmers of the Herbert
realise that this Government have done more
than any other Government that has existed
in Queensland. At the reception tendered
tn the Premier in Innisfail, farmers who
proviously were not supporters of this
Government stated publicly that it had done

haw  Dbeen
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more for the settiers of the Herbort district
shan any Government that had been m power
in Queensland. The farmers throughout the
«listrict are resy )ondmﬂ to the treatment, and
are going ahead. iy hope  that, when the
ruilway development policy has been com-
pleted, another sugar-mill will be established,
and then some hundreds of farmers will be
settled and making a prospsrous living.

1 will deal now with the 1)epaltvmn‘r of
Pukdic [nsteuction, 1In 1918-1620, £1,018. 582
was spont; in 1820-1921, the o_\pcndxturo W
£1.239,208

I the railways, during the five vears 1916
to 1821, the carnings increased by 40.96 per
cent., while the expm}dituro increazed by
33.91 per cent; I want hon. members to
anderstand  that ﬂus mmoar,od o\pondxtun
has been duc chiefly to increased wages, and
has not been the fault of the Government.
‘The wages had to be increased. The fact
that we have shown such a return indicates
that the mansgement is in capable hands.
When conditions are norimal. and the new
Northern railways are opened up.  the
expenditure will be more nearly cqual to the
revemaic,

We have heard a

good deal about the
(hillagoe mines lately. The Auditor-General
stated there were 510 men oo the pav-sheets,
and 500 men firewood-getting, ete. The uiines
paid State ins uhmm aroutL mw to £4,825;
and vaid in ]\\ay freights, £26,493. Tho
Audih)r-Generul sums up his remarks by
stating that ¢ thme factors merit considera-
mm when dealing R ‘ith the financial aspect of
ihis uno_rrmkm" T ask members of the
{Ippesition to boar that in mind. In the
closing days of the last session attacks were
made on the State enterprises, including the
(‘hillagoe mines. No one on the other side
took inte consideration these factors men-
tioned by the Auditor-General.

According to the Auditor-General, in 1911-
1912, the State expenditure was £5.965,692,
ov £8 17s. 4d. per head of population; and
the revenue was equal to £8 17s. 6d. per
head of population. In 1920-1921, the expendi-
ture was £12.591.201, or £17 1s. 1d, per head

of population; and the revenue was £17
1s. 3d. per head. It will be seen that the
difference between the revenue and expendi-

fure is practically the same in both cases,
vnd the increase has been due to the condi-
tions existing. It is not a question of this
Government getting money and throwing it
wway.

Hon. W. H, BARNES :

Mr. PEASE: The ox-Treasurcy knows
that the Premicr, the Treasurcr, or anv
member of the Government cannot dip his
hands into the cashbox and spend as he
pleases.  Fvery item of expenditure has to
1 certified to In a proper way., I would

Reckless expenditure.

like hon. members to understand, too, that
Parliament has voted, and must accopt
responsibility  for, this expenditure.  Ever

since I have bheen in this Parliament T hav»
taken particular  netice  that when the
Fstimates have been before ths Ilouse nor
one hon. member .opposit~ has in any case
attempted to do anything to lessen the
expenditore.  As a matter of fact, they
cavilled because we cut out the Upper House.
which e:rtainly lessened the expenditure.
They did not like it. Hon. members opposite
now geb up and take up the attitude, “ Why
do you not increase the cxpenditure on the
schools?” 1 challenge the Opposition to
<how one it'm of expenditure which has heen

) J:ULY.J
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eriticised by them in any Estimate which
has gone through during the last two years.
Mr., Krrr: <£200,000 on relief work.

Mr, PEASE: That is the only one.
Tnecreases are due principally to wages and
better conditions, not only in this rcipect. but
in rogard to the increased amount voted for
relief about which the hon. member has
interjected. It is very significaut that a
weels or s0 a2o the new Government in New
South Wales had to appropriate £100.000 for
relicf.  New South Wales found out just
the same as this Stat: found out—that it was
necessary. 1t does net matter what Govern-
ment in power to-day, you will have to
deal th this question of pr viding relief
for people who are unemploy: d. We find
that this attack on oz puxdlture is general,
and not only on this Government. Dr.
Fasle Page. commenting on the Federal
Budeor for 1921-1922, in the Fed ral Parlis-
ment stared that there was an increasce of
£1.000,000 for ordinary services, and that
&z.l.»mos estimuted to coszt the Commenwealth
£75.000 nov cost millions. The High Com-
mias’loncr's Office in London, cost £50,000
annually, and the Primo Minister’s Depart-
ment cost in 1917-18 £238,000, and in 1921
£212.000.  The appropriation for expenses
of Government in America in 1912 was 11
dollars per capita of population, and in 1920
225 dollars per capita of population. In
England the ordinary expenses of Govern-
ment  were  £200.000,000 in 1915, and
£700,000.000 in 1919.

Mr. Kerr: There

Mr. PEASE: The war was on in Queens-
]md just the same. This Government has
to find the increased expenditure due to the
war, and Queensland compares well with
other Statss with regard to the administra-
tion of expenditure. The Federal Treasurer
e~ 200 O- fﬁbnr 1921 a=s appears in Federal
“ Har \ard page 12069, quoted an official
roturn s ho“mv the comparative expenditure
from revenue bv the States during the last
three financial years, and showed the per-
centage of increas» in 1821 as compared with
1917-1918. as follows:—

ki

was a war there.

New South Wales 60.2
Tasmania 49.9
Victoria 45.4
Qucensland . 41.5
Western Australia 40.3
South Australia 37.1

This shows that this Government have handled

the affairs of the countrs in such a way that
the expenditur is less in pmpmhon than in
~ew South Tawmania, or Victoria.

The question of fa a.mn is universal to meet
the counditions arising from the wer.

quote the following cor nparison of Federal
faxh rmn 11;”

Yea Potul Taxation, | T e}:‘t‘:;j{])(

! £ s d.

T3 I 3 8 2
TaLA- 16 415 5
W16-17 . o 24 X l 5 0.7
TarTotR 216 713 419 9
| 328R119R 610 8

Io4vsi7600 1 719 6

a1 TOX.) 53.0 00600 i 913 8

1 will now give an example of taxation in

Tngland. A case was quoted where an cstate
of 20000 acres. at an annual vental of £1
per acre, paid 11s. 6d. in the £1 for income

dir. Pease.]
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and super-tax, 5s, in the £1 for rates under
schedule A and I3 on all rented lands, Is.
6d. in the £1 for land tax, and 2s. in the
£1 for tithes, absorbing a total of 20s. 1n
the £1, leaving undeveloped land duty,
cstate charges, upkeep, etc., a total loss.

t will be remembered that when Sir Archi-
bald Weigall, Governor of South Australia,
had to resign, he stated that the recason
for his resignation was simply a matter of
finance and British taxation. He had to
leave his position in South Australia to go
over to EKngland to get rid of his estate,
because he was being ruined by the taxation.
Again, Mr. Hughes, on his return from
England, in September, 1821, statzd that
the taxation on big incomes in KEngland
ranged up to 16s. in the £1. In 1914 the
direct and indirect taxation in the United
Kingdom from persons in receipt of less
than £3 weekly equalled £6, and in 1920
it equalled £135. The amount received in
1914 was  £54500,000, and in 1919
£116.500 000. The standard rate of income
tax in 1914 was 1s. 3d. in the £1, and in
1920 6s. in the £1. The average for all
States in Australia in 1914-156 was £1 8s. bd.
per head, and in 1920-21 £3 6s. 9d. per
head. The Western Australian Railways
for the September quarter last year showed
a deficit of £168.337; the Victorian Rail-
ways for the month of October, 1921, showed
a deerease of £31,641; and the deficit for
the year ended June, 1921, on the railways
was: £651,655. In England and Scotland
the private companies who control the rail-
ways have issued orders for a ten-hour work-
ing day for all employces and a reduction of
wages of 5s. weckly. Of course, private
enterprise! In New Zealand the average
daily loss on the railways was £4,700, and
the Premier proposed to reduce all salaries
above £200 per year by 10 per cent. It is
quite unfair to compare the State of Queens-
land with the State of Victoria, because
Queensland has an area of 670,500 square
miles and a population of 757.634, wherecas
Victoria has an area of only 87,884 square
miles and a population of 1,631.529. Queens-
land has 1471 more miles of ratlway than
Victoria. The number of passengers carried
in Victoria for the year cnded 30th June,
1921, was 134,000.000, and in Quecensland
only 28,000.000. How on earth could it be
expected that a Government which has a
disadvantage such as that could compete with
Victoria? The gross revenue from the Vie-
torian railways is over £2,000,000 per an-
num more than the railway revenuc in
Queensland. 'The percentage of area alien-
ated to the arca of the State is 58.47 in
Victoria, and in Queensland 5.98. How
could it be expected that undeveloped
country which has under 6 per cent. of its
country alienated could be compared with
a State like Victoria, which has almest
58 per cent. of it» country alienated?

I am very pleased indeed that the Pre-
mier, during his trip North, received many
deputations. I would like to let hon.
members opposite know—and the whole of
the people in the North, right from one
end of the Herbert to the southern end, are
agreed on this—that the Premier was depu-
tationised by every scction of the community
to complete the railways in the North. The
eompletion of these railways will mean the
expenditure of £500.000; and will hon. mem-
bers opposite say that the Government should
not expend that money? 71t has been said by
hon. members opposite that, while the pre-
sent state of the finances continues, we shonld
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not build one more inch of railway, or
spend any more money. 1t has been stated
that the funds of the Treasury should not be
spent on railways, yet we have the whole
of the people in North Queensland crying
out for these railways to be completed. 1
am verv pleased indeed that the Premier
has decided that they shall be completed,
because it is going to make conditions far
more cquitable, and is going to largely in-
crease that 6 per cent. of alienated country.

OpproSITION MEMBERS : How can it do so?

Mr. PEASE: The railways are going to
be the means of giving to this country of
Queensland practically another State. The
Commeonwealth Statistician shows that forr

the last nine months of 1821
[6.30 p.m.] Quecnsland  received as new

arrivals 9,107 persons, as against
Victoria’s four. The hon. member for Oxley
criticised that statement made by the hon.
member for Leichbardt, but those are the
actual figures—that Quecensland 1n  nine
months gained over 9,000 new arrivalg, as
against Victoria’s four.

A question was asked by a member of the
Country party in regard to the influx of
Ttalians into North Queensland, and I want
hon. members of this House to understand
what that means. It means that Queens-
land—and North Queensland in particular
under a Labour (overnment is in such
favour at the other side of the world that,
without the expenditure of one penny piece
of State funds. and without sending home
Mr. Barwell and all the other satellites to
try and induce people to come to this country.
we have people coming here at their own
expense from’ far-away Italy, and taking up
land because their compatriots, who have
settled herc in the past, have been able to
make such a vast amount of money under
this CGovernment. There is no parallel to
such a position in any of the other States.
"There is no other State in Australia that
has gained, without spending one penny
Dieer, the increased population that Queens-
land has gained. That is because there Is a
Labour Government in power in Queensland.
These Italians are quite satisfied that under
a Government such as we have in Queens-
land they are going to get a fair deal. 1
supposc more Italians come to my clectorate
than to any other district in Queensland, and
they are opening up the land without one
penny piece of help from the Government.
We have a Country party which say they
are out to assist the man on the land. Then
why should they be against Italians coming
here? They should be proud to think that
anvone should go to North Queensland or
anywhere else and develop the State without
assistance from the Government. They talk
of nothing but doles. These people do mot
want doles. They settle straight on the land
without assistance from the Government, and
they should not receive carping eriticism from
people who say ther are the Country party.
I consider that to be the finest advertise-
ment that the Labour Government of Queens-
land have had as regards their agricultural
policy. If these Italians are able to make
the money that they are making, and are
able to send to Italy and bring thousands
of their countrymen here, then our own
people are doing the same. It shows that
this Governmeni have got an agricuitural
poliey, and thet they arve developing the
Qtate: and. instead of carping criticism
coming from the so-called Country party,
they should be patting the Government o
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the back. That is what the Government of
(lu“eflsland arc doing. The results are quite
apparent to everybody. A few years ago the
tierbert was practically undeveloped, while
io day there are thousands of people there

arning satisfactory money. Those Italians
lvdvc told [ne that in five years they are
able to make £6,000 or £7, 000, and they are
paylng taxes. luvery l’cdhdn as well as
overyone clse in the North, 1s paying his
share of the burden of taxation, and I am
suite satisfied that every fair-minded man
will take the stand I am taking up. ueens-
land is°the only State in the Cemmonwealth
which is attracting people to its shores with-
owut the expenditure of public money. You
have Mr. Barwell going honw and getting
boys to comc olt to Australin by misleading
them, 1 have seen articles in the Press in
regard to those boys. 1t is said they are
~endxug out the dregs of London. We do not
want the dregs of London in Queensland.
It is said those immigrants conducted them-
selves abominably on thc boats when coming
out. Those are the kind of immigrants that
the Cpposition stand for. We do not want
people of that sort. We want piople to come
here of their own free will, and we are
gotting them. That 15 the finest advertise-
ment that this Labour Government have ever

had. It certainly must be quite apparent
to any fair-minded man that any uovern-
ment which is able to attract immigrants
from overscas, as well as people from the
other States, must certainly be doing some-

thing to deve elep the State:

¢ Smith’s Weckly,” of 4th
points out that a considerable amount of
Melbourne money has been invested i
Queensiand Government stock. People here
rell us that we are not to be compared to
Vizfox'm and yet we have the monered
people of Mell:odrne coming here and buying
up our stock.

The hon. member for Oxley
about American linance.
[inanciers think o much
ther have bous

March last,

sald something
Certain American
of our stock that
,,Jl/ all the available Queans-
laud steck on the London market.

The PreM During the last two or three
weelis Vicborian invesiors have beew want-
‘ng to invest hundreds of thouwsnds in
{uecnsland stock

Mr. PEASK: I pointed out last session
that the conditions of the people of Victoria
were bad. I then quoted some figures, and
now I will quote some more. At the
woroner’s inquirsy into the Macedon railway
smash, Driver Garland stated that the track
was bad, Alwo. that the engines were defec-
tive and breakaways were frequent. That
led to the disaster. The housing conditions
also are bad., Talke one house in Colling-
wood of siz rooms. One room was occupicd
by a woman and onc child. Two rooms were
occupled by a man, wife. and seven children.
Arother two rcoms were occupied by a
family of eight, and another room by a
man and his wife, while a shed in the yard
was occupied by a woman, making a total of
twenty-one persons for the onc house. That
is an instance of the housing conditions in
Viectoria. The Victorian Government treat
their employers very badly. This iz whot they
do: They charge £3 1s. per month rental

for a house costing £100. They have
increased the railway men’s rentals: from

to £2 8s. 10d.: from 17s. to £2 16s. 3d.;
from £1 1s. 10d. to £3 2s. 8d.

I want to snow alsns how the producer is
treated in Victoria under a Goverament such
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as the Opposition represent. The primary
producer 1s not protected as we are trylng
1o protect him. The Melbourne “ Age”
quoted the casz of a Croydon (near Moel-
beurre) fruitgrower, who got 7s. for twenty-
one cases of pears, or 4d. a case (!), whilst
these pears were sold to the consumer at 4d.
a lb. The pears, for which the farmer got
Ts., rcturned to somebody else £11 16s. 3d.
Taking a fair average, the public paid 4d.
per b, The grower got 4d. for 45 lb. Who
~tood in the middle and made all the moncy ?
asks the *“ Age,” and it proceeds: “If such
examples are typical. it is not surprising that
the grower writes plaintively: ‘ How are we
to l\eep going with such treatment? The
grower is being starved and pushed off the
land. while a hive of middlemen grow rich
—aund the public pay#’” I quotn these few
cramples to show the conditious under which
the people in Victorin are living; and that
i» the State which the Opposition are ever-
lastingly holding up as the State we should
try to emulate. We are not going to do
so.  We do not want any Gun Alley murders
kere,

During  the recess a vile
levelled at the Stote cuterprises, and ' was
surprised ta hear the hon. member for Oxley
quotn similar remnarks to those that appeared
in the Lordon magrzines some time ago.
happened to be reading thoe articles as he
was speaking. The hon, member to'd us that
the Labcur party were endeavouring to bring
about the sceialization of m(math. It 13
remavkable that a civeular isrusd by the
Northern  Country pm‘tv—wh: his  the
canouflaged Country party—which recontly
came into my hond, stated that thry were
devotin g 2 ('onw]nrub]o amount of money to

atfack was

a Pross carmpaign, and they ar» certainly
doing it. This 1s a samble of the sort of

Pre«s campaign they are indu'ging in. I am
satisficd that every member of the Opposition
v.h/‘n he hears what I am going to read will
be astonnded at the sort ‘of dope which is
machined cut in other perts of the world to
try and injure Queensland, The following is
an oxtract from an article centitled “ The
Great Tabour Pubble—ITow it has Burst in
totra’in by Thomas J. McMahen, in the
“Loundon” magazine—

“In Queensland industrial legislation
has Dbrought the Goverment to bank-
rptev. ‘Thev are actualls considering
the soizing of private cstates to balance
Government losees,

“The people of the cities of the State
wore actuslly suffering » meat famine on
account of a general strike by the
butehers’ union.

“The nationalised meat sheps  of
Queensland have never paid—so palpable
a failure have thev been that no other
State intends te follow in the cnter-
prise.

“In minirg, assistants, bar-
bers, shop asvistants, wharf labourers. cte.,
were cnlisted m the werking of Govern-
ment mines and paid high rates of wages.

<« The efforts of nationalisation have
not lengthered railways by one inch, and
h"r)u]anrm as in North Du"(nslat"d has
(1r(~npr\d by thousands a year.

e, VeMahon js a liar—to put it mildly—
locavse the population in North Queensland

grovers’

1

s ineressed in o a higher ratio than any
cther nart of Qu(\ensﬁmd. Mr. McMahon
gocs on to saxy

“ The formation of One Big Union

Mr. Pease.]
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with the object of scizing the remnants
of whatever money power and prosperity
remain, before the probable di lmio,l
of commercial and industrial Australia.”
I ask if that is the sort of thmg which
any fair-mi Queenslander would like
to sce in o paper such as the “ London”
magazine?! I would like to know if mem-
bers of the Opposition ar: res-ponsible for
that sort of stuff—if that is the kind of
propaganda the Novthern Country party,
as well as the other section of the Country
party, are putting up twice a weck. For-
tunately, this attack on the State enterprises
was s2en by the Commonwealth Governrizent.
It was feit that this attack was likely to
have a sericus coffect, and that the credit
not only cf Queensiand but of Australia was

concernied,  The result was that a Com-
monwealth Government official was deputed
to deal v ‘th the attdLL In th: next issue
of the L(ﬂdon magazine, an article
headed ‘Bowing Seeds  of  Success”’
appeared, showing how Australia’s State

Island Conti-
illustration 1in
ificent harbour

enterprises are develeping the
nent. Stmng‘ to say, the
this article showed the w

of Brisbane. (Opposition laughter.) The
article written by a memboer of the
Federal Government, controlled by Mr.
Hughes, who does not profzis to be a friend
of this party. This is what he says—

“aTe. T J. MeMahon would convey
the h'ghly mislcading impression  that
Australia was going to the dogs idustri-
ally, and that her downfall was mainly
due to the State cnterprise and the
nationalisation of certain activities.

¢ Iiad it been 1+t to private enterprise
to construet railways in Ausfralia, the
Cer auwealth would to-day only have
ratlway transport in the more impulous
districts.

“ The A\ustrah'm States were compelled
to huild a large nwmber of railways In
advance of p}o[it:zble traffic.

““ What private company would have
dared to build Australia’s 1,000 rmilss of
transcoutinental line? A private firm
would give consideration only to the pay-
ment of immediate dividends. Surely
State entorprise is not to be blamed for
farsighted expenditure of public oney,
even though the immediate result be an
addition to the natiounal debt. These
new lines which the Btate and Common-
wealth are building develop vast tracts
of country.”

e goes on to say—

“ An incorrect statement by Mr. Me-
Mahon is that nationalisation—the balm
and hope of the worker n
force in Australia for many years, and
ot one industry with its army of naticnal
officers hes pald nor shows the least hope
of ever paying.

Iie thon fays—

“Against this, quote the Commonwealth
Bank, established in 1913, without any
capital, and guarvanted by the Com-
monwealth Government (and a Labour
Governmert at that),

“ Since initiation, assets have risen
to value of &£70,600.000, accumulated
profits, 1920, £2,300,000, and in addition,
all initial expenses have been paid out
of profits.  If this is not a success, it
is difficult to imagine the deflinitiva of
the word.”
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

The official in his article then deals withs
Commonwealth shipping. and points out that
the Governments of Canada and Africa pro-
pose to follow Australia’s r‘\mmple He
points out that the South Ausiralian Govern-
ment Produce Department made a profit in
1917-1918 of £14,825, after providing intersst
working expenses, and maintenance. He then
goes on to quote the example of the State
Government Insurance Office of Queensland,
and sayi—

“Tt was cstablished by grant from
Parliament of £100,000, but instead of
having to draw upon that fund it has
uninterruptedly carned good profits and
to date of article has invested £185,000
in Government securities, besides paying
cut thousands of pounds as Compmvovnte
grants to workers disabled by miners
phthisis and who were not within the
Aet”

The writer then sums up, and says—

“ Australia’s experiments made by both
Federal and State Governments jn the
very  difficult business of conducting
undertakines on a commercial basis dis-
proved the hoary contentions of the hide-
beund as regards ¢ impossibllity.” 1t 1s

clear that these things can be «loze.
What ix santed is a will to do egainst
a will to frustrate.”

The Opvosition obj ct to State enterprises,
which do uot suit the pecple who find the
funds for their cperations, The prople who
find funds for the Opposition arc out to
destroy Labour Government, and stanpd for

private entorprise.  They know that the

i bar to their succoss in Quernsland

is the State entevprises. The writer goes
on to sBy---

“It is nothing to the point that

all  public (‘11tGlI)r1~O attempted  in

different Htates has not been uniformls

successful.”

The State Produce Agency bhas been re-
forred to, and 15 will cevtainly have its
ups and downs, as every other busincss has.
I wiil mention a few private enterprises.
Samuel Allen and Sons, in cennection with
their Townsville Brewery, have lost thou-
sands of pounds. Burns, Philp, snd Com-
pany, in conncction with the floating of
cedar logs cover the Barron TFalls, lost
thousands of pounds. The North Broken
Hill, Limited, mines lost £62.242 for the
year ended June, 1921, but has kept going
oa previous profits, In 1913 the company’s
profits were £347,000. The Now Zealand
and Australian Company, T‘imited balance-
sheet showed a loss on last year’s transactions

of £87,269. The Stanmore P19<Dr\'1ng Com-
pany, in Sydney, showed a loss in scven
months of £103.0UO Cockatoo Preserves,
Melbourne, showed a loss in nine wonths

of £100,000. The South Aunstralian Iruit
Growers had a loss of £25.000. The Yanco
Cannery, in Noew South Wales, lost £145,000
in 1921. Preserves Manufacturing T mited,
in England, in fiffcen months lost £257 982

An OpposiTioNn MEMDER: Are vou taking

figures for all over the world?

Mr. PEASHE: Yes, just to slﬂo*‘ that the
‘dope” which is ni\en cut in Queonsland
is going out lo all parts of the “orld and
doing incalenlable harm.

An OpPOSITION MEMBER :
sible?

Mr, PEASE: It is your peonle who are
doing it. The Bank of New South Wales

Who

is respon-
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on which there
The bank did not shut
up over that, but sacked the officer who
made the advance. The Merchants’ Bank,
in Canada, collapsed with losses in regard
to loans of £2500,000. The Claude Lefon-
tains Banking Company, in Paris, failed
with losses on advances amounting to
£300.000. The Dunlop Rubber Company
failed the cther day, with a loss of
£8.000,000. 'The chairman of directors re-

made an advance
loss of £100.000.

was &

ceived  £12,02 a year. The Columbia
Graphophone (ompany failed with Josses
apounting to  £1,500,000. In New York

twentv-five  broker lhouses failed in  two
months, from 2lst December to 22nd June;
the losies were over £2000,000. Wilcex and
Mofflin, dealisg in pastoral products, on 30th
June, 1820, showed a profit of £148.665,
while on 30th June, 1921, there was a loss
of £23875. There ave dozens of other pas-
toral  companies showing similar losses.
What I am tryving to get at is that State
enterprises arc subject to the sam: fuctua-
tions as private busincsses,  The Minister
for State Enterprises, wien making his last
speoch, pointed out that eve successful
busines: had to be built up; that you never
made the same mistake twice; and T agree
with that. Everyone who has been in busi-
nees knows that there are lean times and fat
tin I have quoted businesses in cvery
part of the world to show you that the
depression is not confined to Queensland
bacause a Labour Government is in power.

[ am ouoting these figures to show thac
the vosition wes ereated as a vesult of the

cenditions brought about by the war. It 1s
really the aftermath of the war. There is
no roval road to get over ithis financial

Q:fliculty,  Fvery countrr is suffering in the

me wav., No mstiter where vou go, 1o
rratter 1 what part of the world, you will
find ihat rhe same conditions oxist in every
country just as we find them ewsting in
Queensland to-day. I am quite satisfied that
Queensiand stands on its own so far ax pros-
perity is concerned.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

My, PRASE: It is ounly the propaganda
of members onposite and their supporters
which has donc ary harm in Quecnsland.
I{on. members opposite have entered on a
rampalgn  with the idea of onsting the
Gevernimment.  During the PPaddington clec-
tion all sorts of propaganda work was
indulged in by the Opposition in order to
defeat the Government candidate. I heard
the leader of the Nationalists mnke a state-
ment. during the Paddington election about
the Clovernment giving doles to people in
Brisbane. IMon. members opposite talk about
the unemploved in Queensiand, but look at

Hear, hear!

the unemploymrent they have got in New
South Wales at the present time. Tlere

iz more unemployment in New South Wales
to-day than there is in Queensland. So far
ns unemployment is concerned, we know that
the Quecnsland Government is the only Go-
vornment which has altempted to do some-
thing to reliove the unemploved. (Opposition
dissent.)  There are over 3.000 men engaged
in railway construction in Quecnsland to-day
who wore not engaged in January last.
That shows whut the Government have done
to relieve the pesition. Through the efforts
of the Premier and the hon. member for
Mount Morgan, the Mount Morgan mine has
been reopened, and how many thouvsands of
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men are cmployed there directly and indi-
vectly? If a Labour Government had not
been in power in Queensland to-day the
Mount Morgan mine would be closed down;
but the Premiecr and the hon. member for
Mount Morgan, by their efforts, were enabled
to get the mine at work again. Look at the
thousands of workers being absorbed at
Mount Morgan now, while there 1s an
increase in the railway traffic which brings
revenue to this country. If any fair-minded
man Jooks at the position now and compares
it with the position last year, he must admit
that the Government are responsible for
relieving a lot of the unemployment. I consider
that since the beginning of the year the
(tovernment have been responsible for put-
ting something like 10,000 men at work. 1
make that statement knowing what I am
talking about. In the electorate I represent
thore are hundrods of men employed in ratl-
way congtruction, and hundreds of other men
have been put in employinent through the
actions of the Government. The other day
no less than seven stowaways were found
ou board & vessel coming from Newcastle
to Queensland. They told the police magis-
trate they were absolutely starving in New
South Wales because there was no work for
them to do, and they wanted to come te
Qucensland  because  they were told that
Queensland was the only State where they
could get work., With regard to the state-
ment that we zive doles to men out of work,
dnes the leader of the Opposition cortend
that we ought to let them starve? IPerhaps
hon. mombers opposite would like these men
tn work for 10s. per week ? Before I sit down
[ would like to give some testimonials to the
Wiate enterprises introduced by Labour Go-
vernments, I have an extract here from
a testimonial in the ** Brisbane Courier”
of the 1st QOctober, 1921, in reference to the
Commonwealth Bank. This bank was estah-
lished by a Tabour Government, in spite
of great opposition from the party opposite.
just as all State enterprises initiated by
Labour have been opposed.  Just the samc
howl was set up by the * Courier ” and by
supporters of the party opposite as hon.
members opposite indulge in now in regard
to our State enterprises. Yook at the howl
that was set up when we started our State
insurance. Ilon. members will remember the
famous circular that was issued by the insur-
atce representatives who set out to destroy

this Government; but, in spite of that, State

insurance h(z; gone ahead by leaps and
bounds. This is what the * Courier ”’ said

i its dssue of the Ist Qetober, 1921—

“The profit and loss account for the
half-year ended 30th June, 1921, was
£403,041, as against £292218 on 3lst
December, 1920. . . The profit is
carried half to reserves and half to
redemption, and each account is in credit
£1,725,632. or, in all, £3,451,364. . .
This irnracense veserve (as practically
reserve and redemption are the same
thing) built up since the establishment
of the Commonwealth Bank, illustrates
in a measure the power of the institution
for service in the country. . . . o
dey inevitably will come when the ques-
kon of disposal of the  accumulated pro
fits * of the Commonwealth Bank will
have to be considered.”

The Commonwealth Bank was set up in its
initial stages by a Labour Government. 1In
fact. it was only a Labour Government that

Mr. Pease.]
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could malke the Commonwealth Bank possible.
That bank has been a great success, and has
been able to build up an immense rescrve.
The ¢ Courier” now says that the ¢ ay inevit-
ably will come when the question of the dis-
posal of the accumulated profits of the Com-
monweaith Bank will have to be con:idered.
I wender what the “ Courier” said when the
bank was being cstablished? If we look up
the files, we will find the “ Couricr” opposed
the cstablishment of the Commonwealth
Bank., 1 intend to look up the ¢ Courier’
files myself, and later on I will give the
House the bencfit of my research, { might
also read a tribute to our State Insurance
Department which was paid by the Chillagoo
Limited Company as tollows:—

“ When the State Insurance Commis-
sioner was in Melbourne recently a tri-
bute was paid by the Chillagoe Limited
Company as to the cfficiency of the
Queensland  State Insurance Officc and
by which the company hus saved a large
sum because of the insurance of its Mount
Mulligan employees with the department.

“ Before the inception of the Workers’
Compensation  Acts, 1916 to 1918, in
Queensland, workers’ compensation poli-
ciev issued on mining risks by insurance
companies contained a provision limiting
the liability of such insurance companies
for compentation, damages, and costs in
respect of injuries or death of one or
move workmen at any one fime. Such
provision, in the insurance world, s
known as a disaster limit. {lad the State
Government Insurance Uffice, which gives
unlimited disastor cover, net been created,
and had Chillagoe Limited continued its
system of insurance with a private office,
it is probable that the disaster limit on its
policy would have been £5000 (it was
£1,000 at Mount Mulligan at the date
the State took over the insurance. only a
small staff being employed at that time).
Cover might ‘bave been obtained for a
disazter limit of £40,000 (the probable
cost of compensation insurance in the
Mount Mulligan disaster), but the pre-
mium would have beon almost prohibi-
tive, and is, therefore, outside considera-
tion.”

I have got another testimonial from Mz,
Frazier Hunt, a leading American journalist,
who paid a visit to Quecnsland. At the
conclusion of his visit he gave his opinion as
follows regarding Queensland:—
“ State enterprises were run carefully
and efficiently and were kecping prices
down for the benefit of the people.”

State enterprises are not expected to pay in
proportion to private enterprises, but they
pay indircetly. (Opposition dissent.) At any
rate, Mr. Frazier Hunt considers that the
State enterprises ate justified in Queensland
because prices are kept down for the benefit
of the people. This Government was returned
to legislate for the workers of Quecensland,
and it iz pleasing to us to know that the
worlers are getting the benefit of our legisla-
tion. Another tribute to the State enter-
prises comes from Irvinebank. I have a
quotation here which refers to the genecral
slump in mining, and continues— -
“One of the grcat benefits to the
people here and district has been dis-
pensed with, namely, the State store, and
1s regretted, as during its operation it
has beren the means of saving the people

TMr. Pease.
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from Deing flecced, as it kept private
enterprise from vaising the prices. and
were able to sell many things at less
than at other stores.”

The Government were returned to look after
the interests of the workers. I claim that.
in view of the facts which I have put before
the House, we have justified our existence.
and that we have carried on the government
for the beneflit of the people of Quecnsland.

GOVExxuENT Memsrrs: Hear, hear!
Ar. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think most of
us have read curefully the Governor’s Speech.
and listened with a considerable amount of
interest to the speeches which have been
delivered upon it; but, when one comes to
analyse it closely, one is driven
|7 pan.] to the conclusion that it is not so
remarkable for what it contains
as for what it does pot contain, Quite a
number of matters have been introduced which
in days gone by, if I understand the position
rightly, were quite foreign to the present
pelicy of the Government. We find a refer-
cnce to co-operation, but nothing at all about
the socialisation of industry, which is really
the main plank in the platform of the Labour
Government and the Labour party alike, and
has been advocated by the Premier and
practically every member on that side ever
since they have Deen connected with the
movement. I do not know, I am sure, why
it has been left out of their programme now.

A CGoverymext MEuBER interjected.

Mr. TAYLOR : Tt hurts some hon. mem-
bers opposite, because they have changed it
or dropped it out—the socialisation of mdus-
iry and the wiping out of all that is termed
by members on the Government side—
capitalistic enterprise.

And we do not find any reference in the
Specch to one thing which has wrought havoc
in Queecnsland. I refer to racing. We find
proprictary and other racing being carried
out neirly every day in  Brisbane and
throughout Queensiand; but 1 challenge any
man 1 this Chamber to tell us that horse-
racing, as it is indulged in at the present
time, 1s for the benefit of the State. It is
working a tremendous injury and harm. If
the money which is being devoted o horse-
racing was spent on reproductive and
developmental work and the encouragement
of industry, I contend that the return we
would be getting as a Statc would be infi-
nitely more than we get from horseracing.
We hoped, and a great many people through-
out Queensland hoped, that a measure would
be proposed to be introduced dealing with
proprietary racing.

XTr. BRENNAN: Are you aware the Bill is
printed ?

Mr. TAYLOR : If it is printed, it would
be interesting to know why it is not men-
tioned in the Speech. I take it we are all
very pleased, 1ndeed, to know that the
Governor has been taking a very keen
intcrest in the affairs of the State. It is
what we expect of him. A Governor should
cortainly travel throughout the length and
breadth of a country, and make himself
thoroughly acquainted with the conditions
under which the people live. Personal con-
tact with individuals, and per=onal 1nspection
of the districts of this great State, of course,
enable one to form an infinitely better
opinion than one is able to form by reading,
or from what one may be told. So I take it
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we are all in accord with what His Excel-
lency is doing in that direction. In the
remarks which he has made since he has
come back from his travels, he is simply, of
course, confirming the opinion which every
one of us has—that in Qucensland a magnifi-
cent heritage has been bequcathed to us by
thos¢ who pionecred this great Common-
wealth, and that what is necessary for us—
the descendants of those ploncers who came
out here sixty or seventy vcars ago and laid
the foundations of this State—is to build a
solid and secure superstructure, which will be
for the benefit of the whole of the people of
Australia, Unfortunately, quite a number of
people in Australia to-day would tear up the
foundations which have been laid, and destroy
the existing institutions, if they had the
opportunity. Buf, if I understand Australia
aright, and if I can interpret the position
which Australians take towards that attitude,
there is little doubt that the great majority
are opposed to anything of the kind. At the
same time, we have to be careful to sec that
any section who propose to do such things
have no opportunity to gain their ends in
Queensland., We claim to be in the front
rank of the democracies of the world—and
I believe we are—and yet any number of
individuals in the community are not satis-
fied with the freedom which we as Aus-
tralians and Britishers enjoy in the British
Smpire, and it should be the concern of
every one of us, whether he be Liberal, or
T.abour, or Nationalist, to do all he can to
sce that any efforts by such persons are not
allowed to destroy the free institutions which
we have throuchout Australia to-day. One
could not expeet a freer franchise than ours,
and all we ask the people of Australia and
Queensland to do in the exercise of that
franchise is to consider what is best—not in
the interests of one section, but in the
interests of all sections of the community
and then see that the interests of the whole
are absolutely conserved and duly safe-
guarded.

The Governor referred in hiis Speech to the
isolation and attendant “hardships of the
people in the outback country. Anyone who
has travelled outback realises the truoth of
that, and I take it that it is the duty of
Governments, both State and Commonwealth,
to see how far they can go in making that
isolation as little as possible, by means of
communication in every possible way and
the settlement of additiondl people in those
areas. Certainly, during recent years the
advent of the motor-car. of the arroplane,
and the telephone has helped to relieve the
dreadful monotony of our outback areas. We
shall, for a number of vears, of course. have
these isolated areas. Tt will be a matter of
time before we =hall be able to make con-
ditions such as we would all like them to be,
so that those people who are living outback
may have the reasonable comforts of civilisa-
tion which we in the cities and towns enjoy
to-dav. So far as the Nationalist party and
its relation to country interests are con-
cerned, I have sald before. and I sav azain,

that we have always been in thorough
sympathy with country interests.
The PreMieR: Then why did the hon.

wembzr for Oxley desert you? (Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: I cannct answer that. I
suggest that the Premier give notice and
ask the hon. member for Oxley to-morrow.
‘Laughter.)” We claim that we have been
just as zzalous with regard to country
interests as any man in this Chamber to-day.

1922—>
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We have recognised the fact ever since we
have been a party that the man who is
working all round the clock in the outback
arcas 15 very larg:ly providing the comferts
which we in the cities and towns enjoy.
Mr. Ryax:
without them.

3Mr. TAYLOR: There are middlemen and
there are tail-end men, and T would soon:r
be a middleman than a tail-end man. Any-
one who wishes to sce the State develop must
have sympathy with agricultural interests
and do all he possibly can to s:e that the
primary industries of this great State arc
maintained in a solid condition so that there
will be every possible inducement for the
men  engaged 1n those activitics to  carry
on thotr duties.  Those men provide, first
of all, the freight both ways for our railways,
from Monday morning to Saturday night.
They arve lighting drought. flocd, and pesti-
lence of various kinds, They prodace the
feod supplies for the people in the cities
and towns, end the preducts for the manu-
factures of the citi*s and towns. Therefore
they are deserving of every possible con-
sideration, In the varicus specches I have
made from tiune to time in this Chamber I
have not fail d in any shape or form to
»dvocute that proper consideration be given
to the men on the Jand. Not only have the
nmen on dhe land to be considered, but there
are the womoen. We should have very little
agricultural production, and we should not
be in the position we are in to-day were it
not for the big-hearted women who go into
the isolated areas and assist their husbands
to cerry on work such as that entailed in the
carrying on of the dairying industry.

One matter should claim the atterntion of
the Government. Can we not find some better
system of housing a lot of cur pcople in the
out-back areas, and in the northern parts
of Queernsland than exists at th: presont
thme? Quite o number of people who to-day
are engaged in agvicultaral activities are
living in what are practically incubator
houses.  They inadequate water

The middlemen

courd not do

have an
supply, and do net onjoy any of the comforts
of ¢ivilisation which we enjoy. If we could
evolve a suitable, cheap, cool house for
those people to live in, we should be doing
a4 very greab service.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When did that
striks you?

Mr. TAYLOR: It does not
to have struck the hon, member.

I wculd like to extend a very hearty
welcome to the Secretary for Mines.  As
the biggest minc-owner, or minc-controller,
in Queensland we are very pleased to see
him. We have quite a Jlot of things we
want to ask him in connection with those
wonderful mines which he is endeavouring
to run with signal succ’ss in the northern
part of Qucensland.

In the Governor’s Spcech, also, we find
references to new settlers and to immigration.
We want new settlers and we want immi-
gration in order to fill up the empty spaces
in Queensland; but we do not want to settle
people on the land and let the land settle
the people. Unless we are excqptionally
carcful in the methods we adopt, that is
what is going to happen with qu'te a number
of people who are on the land to-day. I
do not know of anything more pathetic than
the deserted homesteads which we see in

Mr. Taylor.]

seem  ever
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travelling about the Stata,  They sneak of
broken hearts and of empty pockets. Prob-
ably, after vears of toil, a man with his
wife and family has had to get out and find
some new  occupation with practically no
money in his pocket. [ was struck with
some remarks that wers made the other day
regarding new settlers, If T am informed
correctly, it is practically an impossibility
to get pcople who are farmers in Great
Britain to come here and settle on the land,
because there is not sufficient inducement.
If we go into the history of land settlement
in Queensland and Australia, bow many men
and woemen will we lind who came out with
practical knowledge and experience?

The HoMmr SECRETARY: They cannot get
them to settle on the land in England.

Mr, TAYLOR: Probably that is so. If
vou take the hundreds of thousands of people
who are settled on the land throughout
Australia to-day, you will find they came
out with practically nothing in their pockets.
They had big hearts. and a great majority
of them have won thrcugh.

My, King: They have freeholds.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, they have freeholds
to-day. Personally, [ think that, if the
option were given to people coming out to
Australia of having frechold or leasehold,
frechold would be preferred. A man will
put a great deal more work into a piece
of land and develop it very much more
quickly and more highly when he knows he
18 getting the freehold title of it. than he
would if it were a leaschold. Under lease-
hold tenuve, if he does not get along, he
can walk out and leave on the sclection
the few improvements he has made. If it is
a freehold, he will do his utmost and so
develop that land, bringing it to such a high
state of production, that thore will be every
possible inducement for him to continue as
a producer.

The matter of railway construction also is
mentioned in the Speech. A great deal
more careful consideration should be given
to railway construction than has been given
in recent years in Quecnsland. We cannot
go on as we have been doing for vears, ex-
tending our railways into areas which are
not going to make them revenue-producing
cven after they have been running for forty
or fifty years. There is only one section
of our railways—that from Northgate to
Gympie—which is paying interest and work-
ing ‘expenses. That section has to pay the
same wages and the same price for materials
as every other scction has to pay. Yet it is
paying its way.

The DrEwER:
member suggest?

Mr. TAYLOR: I will come to that in a
minute. Why is that railway paying? For
the simple reason that there is close settle-
ment along the line. On both sides of that
line from Nerthgate to Gvmpie, extending
probably a distance of ten, fiftcen, or twenty
miles on cither side, we have scttlers. There
is no other section of our railways paying
nearly as well as that particular section.
If the Government activities were directed
more in the direction of increasing settle-
ment along cuite a number of our existing
railway lines, and if the Government took
in hand the matter of inducing closer settle-
ment within those areas, we should not have
the terrible figures that our railways are
disclesing to-day. I am quite aware that

IMr. Taylor.

What does the hon.
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there are a number of existing lines along
which we cannot have closer settlement.
In some of the back country we cannot have
closer settlement.
The PREMIER:
those cstates?

Mr. TAYLOR: That should be done in
the agricultural areas, where the scheme
would not be experimental, and where people
would be successful,  If hon. members will
turn up the last report of the Railway
Commissioner, they will find just exactly the
same thing as I have said to-night. I cer-
tainly think that, if a lot of this American
dollar loan money had been expended in
that particular direction, it would have been
a greater benefit to the State. That is my
opinion. Had the money been spent in that
particular way, I think that we would have
had very much better returns than we are
likely to get at the present time.

The Premier: Three million pounds will
not purchase very much land along the
railway line.

Mr. TAYLOR : It will buy a fair amount
of very good land, and will settle people
practically immediately. It is going to take
a very considerable time before we shall be
able to settle people on the Burnett lands.

Mr. StoprorD : Why not make the people
work the land they own?

Mr. TAYLOR: DPossibly we can make
them work it. Something ought to be done
with it. It ought to be brought into pro-
ductive use, and, if that is not done, some
system should be adopted in order to bring
it into productive use.

Mr. Ferricxs: You are asking for the
purchase of freehold land in order to give
freehold land away again.

Mr. TAYLOR: It does not matter
whether I am advocating the purchase of
freehold land or nof. am advocating
closer seftlement along the existing rail-
wayg, »o that the rallways will have a
chance of paying. We all know that the
cost price of a lot of things has gone up.
and it is the hoast of the Government that

Do you wish us to resume

they have not raised railway fares and
freights. I repeat that, so far as the metro-
politan area and other areas similar to

Brisbane are concerned, they are not paying
their fair quota to the railways. I am not
one to advocate the raising of fares and
freights in the country areas, where our
producing fricnds are, but I do contend
that the cost of travelling on the railways in
the  motropolitan avea  of Queensland is
fower than it should be, It will not trouble
me very much whether the people of Wind-
sor like it or not. [ am here to advocate
what I think is right and proper. When
[ spoke a year or two ago, advocating an
increase in faves and freights in a particu-
lar direction. within a few weeks the Go-
vernment raised them in the metropolitan
area. and, if they would only do it this
time, it would help, perhaps, to bring in a
little more railway revenue.

The Premier: Do you suggest increasing
the fares and freights?

3r. TAYLOR: In the metropolitan and
similar arcas. Why should any man in this
Chamber be able to ride in a railway frain
tn Sandgate and other watering places, and
the people in the conntry have to pay for
him to have the privilege of riding cheaply?
If therc are any people who deserve cheaper
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railway travelling to visit the seaside, it is
the people who only see it once in twelve
months or once in two or three ycars. If a
freer hand was given to the Railway Com-
missioner than he has at the present time,
and if this infernal political control, which
is like a dead hand on the railways and a
number of activities of the State, was re-
moved, it would be very much better for the
State, for the railways, and for the whole
people. We have to bear in mind that, if
you have got to tax the people as they have
had to be taxed In Quecnsland in recent
vears to make up the loss on what we claim
to be the finest and best asset in Quecens-
land, and if you have got to bleed the
people white in all these areas in order to
make up for the deficiency so as to pay
the interest bill on the construction of rail-
ways in Queensland to-day, you are simply
taking away money from industry and manu-
facturing development. I do not think that
anyone can denv that fact. The money could
be much better employed, and we would get
a much better return for the country than we
will by expending it in the way we are at
the present time

Water conservation and irrigation is also
touched upon in the Governor’s Speech.
It is a great pity that greater attention
was not given to that question fiftcen,
twenty, or thirty years ago.

The PrevMiER: A Nationalist Government
was in office then.

Mr. TAYLOR: If a Nationalist Govern-
ment failed in its duty in the past, is that
any reason why the Government at the
present time should fail in their duty?

The PrEMIER: No.

. Mr, TAYLOR: If the man on the land
13 going to be charged the enormous amount
that the Inkerman farmers will have to be
charged to cover interest and redemption
on the money expended in the Inkerman
irrigation scheme, then, T take it, the
scheme will be a failure.

The Premizr: Does anyone say they will
not be able to pay those costs? :

Mr. TAYLOR : It has been stated they will
not. I only hope they will be able to carry the
cost. I am very pleased to see that in connec-
tion with their irrigation scheme the Govern-
ment propose that 1t should be placed under
the control of & committee or board of experts
—men with special knowledge, and not mem-
bers of Parliament who do not-know anything
at all about it, With all due respect to the
present members, the greatest failures on
Public Works Commissions, public inquiries,
and Royal Commissions are members of Par-
liament, simply because they have too many
people to please outside of Parliament, and
have not the freedom of action which inde-
pendent men have in carrying out such
actlvities as are required to be carried out
in connection with a proper system of irriga-
tion or water conservation. If such a system
had been introduced and carried out twenty
or thirty vears ago, I venture to say we
would never have had to go to America.

Mr. Ryax: It is not too late now.
Mr. TAYLOR: No, it is never too late.
ITad this matter had the attention that it

should have had many years ago, the tre-
mendcus losses which have been incurred
throughout Queensland by the loss in stock
and crops at various times would not have
placed us in the position that we are in
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to-day. Anything in the way of a scusible,
sound proposal for the conservation of water
and for irrigation should rot be made a party
matter, but should have the atterntion and
interest of every hon. member in the Cham-
ber. I welcome the fact that we are not
going to have simply public servants control-
ling the scheme, but that a board of men
having special knowledge of the subject they
are dealing with will be appointed. Experts
ure, generally speaking, disappointing. It iz
quite a pleasant thing to hear one
[7.30 p.m.] expert’s opinion of another, If
you get a tradesman into your
house to do a job, such as altering the water
supply or somcthing like that, he will tell
you that the other fellow did not know any-
thing at all about it, and that, to a very
large extent, is similar to the position which
experts take up to-day.
The SecreETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What is the remedy?

Mr. TAYLOR: I must confess that we are
in their hands, and I do not know the remedy.
We have simply to exercise the greatest care
in the selection of our men, so that we will
get as good a return for the expenditure as
we can.

Another natter referred to in His HExcel-
leney’s Speech is the cotton industry. The
Covernment are for ever telling us what a
splendid lot of ¢ chaps” they have been; how
much they have done for the cotton industry ;
how they have set it on its legs. It is no
credit to any Government to do what they
have done in regard to the cotton industry.
It is one of the functicns of the Government
to assist and encourage, as far as they pos-
sibly can. every industry in the State; and.
if there is oue man more than another who
deserves special mention in connection with
the cotton industry, it is Mr. Crawford
Vaughan. His name has not been mentioned
in the ITonse in connection with the cotton
industry, and yet he has done more in the
last twelve months for the industry than this
(GGovernment or any other Government have
done in five years.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwaAYS: Rubblish !
The Government guaranteed the price of
cotton.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not claim to possess
all the knowledge, like the hon. gentleman
interjecting. with regard to this matter, but
I do know that twelve months ago there was
no cotton grown in Central Quecnsland, and’
to-dax Queensland cotton is very near the
British market for sale.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwways: Why?
Because the Government guaranteed a price
for raw cotton.

Mr. TAYLOR: T say those responsible for
the position more than the Government are
Mr. Crawford Vaughan and the British-
Empire Cotton Growers' Association. Twelve
months ago there was practically no cotton
in Central Queensland, and there was no.
ginning plant of any kind, but they brought
machinery from America and erccted it in
Rockhampton, and to-day, as a result of their
efforts, our cotton is very near the markets
of the world.

The Prexizr: The two ginneries brought
out here were the result of orders placed by
the Quecnsland Gevernment, and we entered’
wmto  an  agreement with Mr. Vaughan's
company to erect the machinery.

Mr. Tayior.,
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Mr. TAYLOR: They have half a dozen
ginneries at work. I have seen them work-
ing.

The PreEMIER: There are only two ginneries
in Queensland.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman may
be talking of buildings, but I am talking of
machines.

The PremIErR: There are two ginneries,
and all the machizery in them was brought
out here as the result of orders placed by the
Quecnsland Government.

Mr. TAYLOR: Placed on order by the
(ueensland Government probably on acrount
of Mr. Crawford Vaughan.

The PrEvIER: No.

Phe SEcniTaRy TOR Rainways: There was
no cultivation until the Goverwnent guaran-
teed a price of 5yd. per lb. for sced cotton.

Mr. TAYLOR: I give M. Crawford
Vaughan credit for the position as it exists
in Gueensland to-day.

The Speech is not so remarkable for what
iv says as for what it does not say.. Thera
is not a single word in if regarding the
manufacture of cotfon into fabries.

Mr. StorrorD: That is a Federal matter.
The Commo:=wealth controls the tariff.

Mr. TAYLOR: Then we may as well pass
over all our industries to the Federal Go-
vornment. I say it is not a Federal matter.
Tf we want to see that industry solidly
established in Queensland, then it is time we
got to work to sce what we can do about
manufacturinrg cotton into fabrics. We are
always complainizg about the fact that we
send away a.l our primary products to be
made up in other parts of the world, and
yet, here, when there is an opporfunity of
establishing a secondary industry, we do rot
sce oze single refererce in the Speech fo
any attempt to promotc the manufacture of
cotton into fabrics in Rockhampton or any-
wheve else. So far as secondary industries
are concerned, the Speech is lamentably
deficient. I carnot see any refcrence in it
which would give us any indication of
the Government’'s sincerity with regard to
secondary industries. It is all very well to
go on ercouraging primary production. We
all believe is that, but we know the estab-
lishment of sccondary industries is absolutely
essential for the prosperity of the primary
industr'es. We have in Queensland to-day
anv amount of unemploved. We have any
amount of opportusities to engage in manu-
facture, ad yet we are losing the chance
of a lifetime in that regard.

Another matter in connection with the
cotton industry which I omitted to mention
is this—though I darec say the Government
are doing somethirg in the matter. We
ought, as soon as cver we possibly can,
to get hold of men who have a special know-
ledge of the cultivation of cotton in the
greatl cotton-growing countries of the world,
;0 that we can protect the cotton from
diseases which may attack the plantations.
We have been told that one of the reasons
for the prese~t high price of cotton is because
the cotton plant in  America has been
attacked by a wecevil, which has given the
industrv in America a setback which it will
take yeoars to overcome. Therefore, we want,
if at all possible, to keep out these pests.
We know that in a climate like Queensland

[Mr. Taylor.
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they thrive well once they get a hold. We
wart to protect the industry and give it a
chance to get on its feet.

In the Governor's Specch reference is also
made to the sugar industry. We all know
how vitzi thar industry is to the prospevity
of Queensland. It is more vital to this State
than to any other State in the Common-
wealth; bus how it is that people in the
Southern States of Australia are so blind
to their own Interests as to wish the present
agreement cancelled, I fail to understand.
Maryberough, Buzdaberg, Townsville,
Cairns, and other towns along our coast are
practically dependent on the sugar industry
fur their existence, and the greater propor-
tion of the manufactured articles which they
consume in those towns comes from the
States which are kicking up all this fuss.
The people in the South do not seem to
realise that those towns in Queensland, which
exist as a result of the growing of sugar,
really obtain the greatey proportion of their
goods from the South. f course, the * white
Auitralia” policy comes into the matter.
Bocaunse Siv Henry Barwell happered to say
cortain things with regard to a ** white Aus-
tralia’” we are told that the Nationalist
party and others on this side of the House
are opposed to a white Australia. Men who
say that know quite well that it is not true.

Mr. Kirwax: When did they change?

Mr. TAYLOR : They have never changed.

Mr. GLEDsON: Quite correct! They have
never changed from the old kanaka days.

Mr. TAYLOR : It is quite evident that the
hon. members whko are interjecting do not
know the alphabet of the coloured-labour
business. Before ever there was a Labour
party in Quesnsland, or in any other State in
Australia, men like Sir Sanuel Griffith
advocated a white Australia and the aboli-
tion of coloured labour; and they carried it
cut.

Mr. Kirwax: We introduced it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The slogan ¢ White
Australin” appealed to the Labour party,
and they put it on their platform, but it
was never off our platform. Wo are not so
blind to the interests of the Stats as to wish
to see a mongrel population settled in Queens-
land; we are not so stupidly f<olish as that.
We know what has happened, and is happen-
ing. in Amecrica and other parts of the
world.  We have been able to demonstrate
to the whole of the world that it is practic-
able to grow sugar in the tropica! areas of
Queensland under white labour conditions,
and so far as we are concerned thoze condi-
tions will continue; but there are quite a
lot of things we have to do in the develop-
ment of a white Australia. In the main-
tenance of that policy there is a duty thrown
upon us in Southern Queenslard and Southern
Autralia to see that the conditions under
which the people in tropical Australia are
living to-dav are such as will amply compen-
sate them for the worls thev are doing. and
enable them to enjoy the comforts to which
thev are entitled. Althoueh the methods
which have been adopted hv the Common-
wealth Government and other Governments
have not satisfactorilv settled Darwin and
other parts of North Australia. that does nof
prove that the settlement of those particular
ports of Australia cannot be carried out by
white men. We shall have to change our
methods, and be prepared to pay the price
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for making that change. It js not fair to
ask men and women to go to the outposts of
Australia to rear families of white Aus-
tralians under the conditions which now exist.
The 1'csponsibilit devolves upon every man
and woman in the southern part of the con-
tinent to. se¢ that those conditions are im-
proved, and that the poople there are ade-
cuately paid for the work they are doing.

I wounld like to speak about tropical indus-
tries generally,  We have proved that we
can grow sugar. Last session I quoted the
figures given by Mr. Massy Groene in the
¥oderal Parliament when discussing the
Federal tariff. in so far as the cocoa bean
was concerned in the manufacture of confec-
tionery.  The quantity of cocon brans
imported irto Australia for the mannfacture
of confectionery is simply staggering, and 1
ask the Becretary for Agriculture to lind out
if we cannot grow the cocoa bean in tropical
Queensland. We do not want to be absolutely
dependent on the one industry there. Wo
want to find out if we cannot grow other
crops besides sugar that will help to develop
Northern Queensiand.

Mr. FerricKs. You never took Massy
Greene as an authority about the propaga-
tion of sugar ratoons.

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not quote Massy
Greene as an authority. If the hon. member
would listen, he would sec that T aw simply
quoting figures which Mr. Massy Greene
quoted when the tariff was being discussed,
as to the gquantity and value of coesa beans
imported into Australia. Mr, Massy Greene
expressed no opinion as to their cultivation
in Quecnsland.

Mr. Ferricks: He said something about
the planting of sugar ratoons.

My, TAYLOR: I am simply raising the
question as to what might be another profit-
able industry to establish in Queensland, and
I think it is worthy of our consideration.
The figures in regard to the imvportation of
cocoa beans ave staggering in their magni-
tude, and one would not have thought that
such a tremendous quantity of this commo-
dity was Imported into Australia for the
manufacture of confectionery. We all know
that a magnificert fa( tory is heing built in
Tasmania bv C'adbury’s and one or two other
British firms associated with the manufacture
of sweets. I take it that the reason they
have gone to Tasmania is on account of the
suitable climatic conditions there and easy
access to water. Our Department of Agricul-
ture should see if i¢ is not possible for us to
produce sweets commercially, so that thev
may  be manufactured from Queensland-
grown cocoa beans. We have just passed
throuch ** Australia Week,” and it was quite
refreshing to sce in the wvarious shops in
Brisbane the stocks of articles manufactured
in Queensland and other parts of Australia.
I would like to go one step further. Instead
of having only one week every year in which
to displav the industries and manufactures
of Queensland. T would suggest to the Cham-
ber of Manufacturers and the manufacturers
of Queensland that thev should arrange to
have one continuous exhibit of their manu-
fectures in Brisbane. Townsville. Rockhamp-
ton. and other principal citics. There should
be one in Queen street. in Brisbane. Our
people would then be able to see our pro-
ducts, and to put their money into our
industrics. We talk about cronomvy, but the
greatest economy the people of Queon;land
can practise is to spend all the money they
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pO‘%“lb]‘ call on Australian-made goods and
not send so much money out of the Common-
wealth, as they ave doing at the present time.
to bLmn in articles which we could produce
ourselves, If the people would only stand
behind the manufacturing interests, greater
prosperity would ensue to the State. But it
1s incumbent on those who are manufacturing
goods, as well as on the consumers, to bring
before the people the fact that they arc
providing an article second te none in the
Commonwealth.  We should thus stimulate
our manufactures and make conditions better
in every possible direcsion for the whole of
the people of Australia.

I would like now to vefer to the Brisbane
Tramways Bill. I do not knos whether the
Government have seen the latest reports on
the Newcastle tramways, but if mnot, the
sooner they do so the better. They will get
from the reports the experts’ opinion with
regard to a rigid road tramway, such as
in Brisbane to- day. Anyone who
wravels in Austrahavarobablv not so much in
Queensland as in other parts of the Com-
monwealth—must realise the value of good
roads and the motor system which is being
introduced, more particularly in New South
Wales. The good roads and the motor system
there are simply ousting the railwayvs. There
is a railway line of 50 miles from Tamworth
to Barraba, in New South Wales, but a
motor service which is running between thesc
towns is simply pushing the railway out of
existence.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is &
wonder your party have not adopted a road
policy.

Mr. TAYLOR : We have not had a chance
<o far, but we will have a road policy yet.
I support that pelicy. Anything that is for
the benefit of Queensland T will support every
time,

The SECRETARY ok AGRICULTURE: Then vou
support the Tabour party?

Mr. TAYLOR: Not on your life. The
Government are not prepared to handle the
tramway+ themselves. The Government are
proposing to introduce a Bill for the forma-
tion of a frust to carry on the tramways
in Brisbane. They recognise that it is a
¢ gone’ concern, and they do not want the
responsibility thrust upon them of making
a success of it. The Government know quite
well that they could not make a success of
the trams. and that is why they are pro-
posing to hand the business over to the local
authorities. The local authorities will not
make the trams pay either.

Mr. GLEpsoN: You are a local authority
man.

Mr. TAYLOR: My reasons for saying tnat
ave because of the report I read in connection
with the Newcastle Tramways, and becausc
of the strides which motor transit is making
in the Iargest cities of the world at the
present time.  We need not go to the large
cities of the world, but we can go to cities
in Australia to sce the success of motor tran-
sit. You have ouly to go to Reckhampton,
and also to Toowoomba. to see what the
motor ’'buses are doing there. You do not
want to go to Newcastle or to London.
because we have evidence of the success of

motor transit at our verv doors. Yet, a
Bill is going to be intreduced to foist the

svstem that exists at the present time on to
the local authorities. The Government will
say to the local authoritics, ¢ Here are the

Mr. Taylor.]
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frams. You will have to make a success of
them.” As soon as the local authorities ta
them over there Wwill be a rise in the fares.
I tell the people of Brisbaue that. and 1
guarantee that I am right. They will not
run the tramways for twelve months Lefore
the fares are up 1d. It would be infinitely
hetter if the Government gave the present
owners an cxtension of the franchise.  Jt
would have been better still if ihe local
authorities had aceepted the arrangemsnt yut
DLefore them by the Tramways (lompany some
vears ago. The Tramways Company offered
the local authorities in the mctropolitan area
# partnership in the business without asking
them to put up any cash at all. If the local
authoritics were prepaved to gravi the com
pany an extension of the franchise along
their roads, the company was propared o
give them a share in the profits and divi-
dends. It was a profit-making concern then,
and it has been a profit-making oncecn for
the last fifteen years.

The Premier: The sharcholders in the
Tramways Company were to be wuarantsed
their profits for all time.

Mr. TAYLOR : The local authorities would
not go into the business on that occasion.
Tf they were not satisfied with the agrecment
offered them by Mr. Badger, they should
have told him that they were not prepared
to accept the agreement, and Mr. Badger
would have been willing to meet them, and
probably would have altered it to suit the
local authovities, because, at that time, the
Tramways Company were anxious to get an
extension of the franchise. I was on a
local authority then, and I know that the
lecal authorities would not cven discuss the
proposal.

Mr. Sroerorb: How did you vote?

Mr. TAYLOR : There was no vote taken,
but I supported it, and I would support it
again to-morrow, as I was in favour of the
local authorities going into partnership with
the Tramways Company.

The HOME SECRETARY :
supported 1t ?

Mr. TAYLOR: Quite sure. I always
reckoned that the local authorvities made a
great mistake when they turned down that
proposal, because every local authority in
the metropolitan area would have been in
it, and they would have been receiving thou-
sands of pounds in revenue, which it would
not have cost them a penny to collect. They
would have been assured of getting their
profits every year provided they were pre-
pared to give an extension of the franchise
to the Tramways Company.

The IlowMe SeCRETARY : Do you really think
that Mr. Badger would give anything away
for nothing?

Mr. TAYLOR: All T can say in regard
to that is, that when the papers were placed
before the local authorities, they were shown
quite clearly what they could expect in the
way of revenue at that particular time.

The PreMIER: That agreement practically
guaratteed the sharcholders their average
profits for all time. ’

Mr. TAYLOR : And it practically guaran-
teed to the local authorities that they would
get profits for all time.

The HoMmE SECoRETARY: That proposal gave
the people of Brisbane the right to hang
om to straps in the trams for the rest of their
Hves.

[3r. Taylor.
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Mr. TAYLOR : We had to sit on the stels
in the railway carriage the other day because
there was no room inside.

Mr. Rvay: Yet, you complain that the
traing are running empty.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member never
heard me complain about the irains running
empty.

We have now got what is kvown us the
unicameral system. We have wiped out the
TUpper House, and we are now s single
Chamber. TIf vou go throngh the list of
Bills in the Governor’s Speech, you will find
thirteen or fourteen proposed amending Bills.
After all the trouble that was taken here in
going through the first, second, and third
readings, and Committee stages, and after
going through it all again in the Upper
Tlouse, we find that we have got thirteen or
fourtcen Acts that require amending.

Mr. Ferricks: That is why those amend-
ments  are necessary—because the Council
interfered with the original measures.

Mr. TAYLOR: When this session of Par-
liament is over—I understand it is only going
to last o week or so—(laughter)—and we come
back again in the next session of Parliament.
there will be some morc amendizg Bills. We
shall find, when the next Parliament meets,
that there will be an amendment of cvery
Bill that is passed through the Chamber this
session.  That is my opinion of what is going
to happen. To-day, certain questions were
asked with regard to reductions in salaries.
Ir is only a fair thing that, if the publie
servants and other people outside are going
to have their salaries reduced, we should
start at the top of the tree and reduce the
salaries of Ministers and members of Parlia-
ment.

Oprositiox Meseers : Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: If the cost of living has
gone down for the workers outside, then it
has gone down for members of Parliament.
(Hear, hear!) It iz onlv a fair thing to use
the pruning knife right through. The
Premier said during the last few days that
the outlecok financially is not too good. and
he proposes certain economies. Well, the
cconomics should be started in here. Cut out
the free railway passes which were given to
our wives, and cut out the free railway passes
aiven to men who bave been in Parliament
for three Parliaments, and also cut out the
frec passes which were given to the ex-mem-
bers of the Legislative Council. If the
Government are sincerc in theiv desire for
economy at all. let them play the game. The
Government prefess to be the friends of the
workers. Thev say they are the friends of
the men who have to work and toil for their
living. They arc not the friends of the
workers at all. If the Government want to
show their sincerity, they should start their
cconomies here and let us all suffer a reduc-
tion in our salaries.

OrprositioN M ewpers: Hear. hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. . G. Theodore,
Chilligoe), who was received with Govern-
mont cheers, said: Two hon. members have
spoken on the opposite side of the flouse. on»
representing the Country party, and appn-
rently be was delegated to that duty by the
leader of the Country party, and the othee
speaker was the leader of the Nationalist
partv. Neither of them said anvthing against
the Government. Neither of them dealbin ans
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effestivie svay, from a eritical point of view, a*
any rate, with the programme placed before
them for this session.  The hon. member who
has just finished his speech hardly referved
to tho Governor’s Speech at all, In fact, he
was hard put to it to continue his specch for
-almost an hour in his attack upon the Govern-
ment. I will reply to several matters he
veferred to after I have referred to the
remarks of the hon. member for Oxley. ‘The
member for Oxley occupicd a unique position
this evening in replying to the

{8 p.m.] Government programme on behalf
of the Countrv party, and one

would have expected to hear from him some
constructive suggestion or criticism, if he did
not agree with 1t, in regard to the Govern-
ment’s (\glhultuml policy. The  hon,
member, 1 understand, spoke for his full
time. and his speech amounted to nothing
more nor less than a bitter. vitriolic reaction-
ary attack on the members of the Govern-
m(\nt If one went back over the pages of
* Hansard” for a few years and sought out
specches of the true representative type of

Tory politicians in the old davs, when
overything that emanated from Labour
was anathema in their minds, one could
not have got a better speech or onc less

founded on reasou or justification than that
of the hon. member to-night. He spoke of
the Labour party having stolen the Country
party’s thunder. He used this phrase, or
something like it: that the policy which we
are HOw plaomg before the couttry, and the
policy on which we are appealing to the
farmers for support, is the very policy which
the Country party has been adxocatmg for
vears. Why, he has only been in the Country
party a week or two, and I understand thaf,
when he left the Nationalist party the
* Courier” veferred to it as a * political
proselytising stunt’” on his part.

Mr. Ererixstong: What do
about 1t?

The PREMIER: From what I heard of
the hon. member’s specches last session and
the session before, when he was enunciating
the Nationalist party’s poho when he said
that the Nationalist party’s policy was all
that was reguired to satisfy all section of the
.people in Queensland, I am driven to think
that his action is contemptible, because it
was apparently taken to bring about his own
personal aggrandisement.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE interjected.

The PREMIER: 1 }‘a\'o not
opinion on that point, I shall read the hon.
moember’s  own  statement in  Melbourne,
whieh he did not think would be reported
in print in the local newspapers here. There
he made a speech, or gave an mfmn(\w, to
the representative of the Melbourns = Age,”
and he gave this as the rral veason why he
oc'dtod himself from the Nationalist

think

vou

changed my

“Mr. Blphinstone explained that, al-
though the Countrr party was numeric-
ally the stronger of the anti-Labour
forces, it vet lacked strong leaders. Its
members posessed sound knowledge on
public questions, but lacked adminis-

trative ability. In the case of the
Nationalist party the opposite ob-
tained.”

Apparently the Nationalists had no sound
knowledge on publie questions, buf thev had
adminiztrative zbility.  (Government laugh-
ter.)
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Mr. T. R. Roperts: He 1is
hurting you.

The PREMIGR: I am suggesting that he
is hurting hon. members. He is evidently
hurting the * Courier,” to judge from their
bitter attacks on him. This 1s really well
worth the notice of the Country party—I
cor:tinue to quote from the hon. member’s
remarks to  the  Melbourne “Age”
reporter—

“ The Country parts recognised this,
and it was at their request that he, Mr.
Elphinstone, had recently gone over from
the Nationalist party, although he had
been elected for a town seat.”

Mr. ErpainsToNE: That is exactly what
you would like to do, but you have not got
the pluck. (Government laughter.) Be a
man; come over!

The PREMIER : If T had wished to come
over, all I need have done was to accept
one of at least half a dozen invitations that
you know of. (Government laughter.)

Myr. MoreaN : I do not think there is any
truth in that last statement of yours.

The PREMIER: I will reiterate it. At
least half a dozen times in the last two
years I have been co invited by persons
who said they had authority—(Opposition
laughtor)—I must accept their word, because
they represented hon, members on the oppo-
side side—who said they had autherity to
sound me on the question. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. J. H. C. Roger1s: Name them!

The PREMIER : I could name them. One
of them said te was acting for the Northern
Country party. (Laughter.) They said they
had full authority to conduct negotiations
with the idea of my forming a new pro-
gressive party in Queensland, which they
said would sccure from the Onposition the
most reasonable men on that side.

Mr. Morcean: Name one of them.

The PREMIER : The hon. member whose
remarks I am criticising adopted the role
that he initiated last vear, which was quite
a change from the attitude he took up when
he came here first. Then, it will be remem-
bered, the hon. member was inclined to be
somewhat reasonable and rational, and on
more than one occasion gave credit to the
Government for certain things they did, and
to individual Ministers for the covrse they
adopted; but I understand that the hon.
member has been told that. if he wants to
make anv progress in Opposition, he must
oppose everything that emanates from the
Labour party, denounce the Government on
everv occasion, and never admit they do
anything right.

Mr. Treuinstoxg: I have never
them do anvthing right yet.

The PREMIER: That seems to sum up
the position. One would have exnected that
the Country party would at least have given
its blessing to that part of the Government
programme which deals with the reforms

apparently

found

for the man on the land. and which is
intended to uplift agricu'ture and place it
on a new basic in Queensland.  But. instead

of this. the hon. member for Oxlew indulges
in the fanli-inding and carpine criticism of a
man who is opposed to evervthine thet comes

from Lahour. Wven an agricultnral news-

L SRS
paper sueh as the © Producers” Review 7—
{Ovro-tien lavghter)——

Mr. Bessrxaron: A Labour paper!

Hon. E. G. Theodore.}
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The PREMIER: I firmly believe it is
becoming o Labour paper, but it is still the
official organ of the Queensland Farmers’
Union,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No.

The PREMIER: And the hon. member
and others tried to get it displaced.

Mr. Besingron: I did not, but I would
do it,

The PREMIER: The “ Queensland Pro-
ducers’ Review ” is the official organ also of
the United Canegrowers’ Association.

Mr. J. H. C. Rosrers: Did vou not ar-
range a secret meeting with the editor of the
* Producers’ Review 7

The PREMIER : And the hon. member for
Pittsworth is another who went round among
the farmers trying to get it dislodged from
its position as the official organ of the
Queensland Farmers’ Union.

Mr. J. H. C. RosErts: It will be dis-
lodged; make no mistake about it.

The PREMIER : T do not think it will be
dislodged.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerrs: Tell us about some
of the_ secret meetings you had when you
went through to Sydney.

Mr. BupBINGTON : And then, again, did
you not send for the editor to help you with
your policy?

The PREMIER: “ Producers” Ro-
view ”” 15 still representing a veev largoe
body of farmers in Queensiand, and is doihg‘
a vast amount of gosd for the agricultural
industry. '

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: It is a * Producers’

Revisw.” If anvonc apart f;om the Govern-
ment deserves credit for the policy which
finds expression in the Speech, it is the
“ Producers’ Review,” for it has advocatsd
and pursued a sound policy, and has not
heen—Iike hon. membors opposite—constitu-
tionally and absolutely opposed to ovory-
thing TLabour, because Labour happens to
be in coffice. It has been able to take a
broad view of questions relating to agri-
culture in Queensland. It is broadminded
enough to accepl assistance and co-operation
In carrying out a policy for the farmers in
Queensland, no matter from which quarter
that policy emanates, so long as those who
advance it are sincerc in their <lsire to
carry it cut. The hon. member for Pitts-
worth just now by interjection asked ine how
it was that I had arranged secrot mectings
with the editor of the “ Producers’ Review
In case there may be some misanderstand-
mg, I want to say plainly that I bhave met
Mrv. Harrison, the editor. o eame Jdown
to seo me; we discussed matters of policy.
and subscquertl T asked him to ¢ e dewn
and see me again. We have met on many
occasions. He also has met the Secretary
for Agriculture. I have accepted his advice
on some occasions. His knowledge is sound,
and his advice always worthy of serious con-
sideration. Why should we not accept that
advice? He is editor of the ‘ Producers’
Review,” which circulates throughout the
length and breadth of Queenslaund, and T
think it is the most representative agricul-
tural journal in Queensland to-day.

The.,

Mr. BeerixgTON: No.
The PREMIER: Do hon. members on

that side suggest that the editor should not

[Hon. E. Q. Theodore.
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meet the Premier or a Minister, and that he
should not discuss questions of policy which
his paper iy advocating with thosec who have
tho power to put them in operation? That
is the suggestion which hon. members oppo-
site make. Talking about sinister influences,
lett me relate this to the Chamber: Since
the ¢ Producers’ Review” adopt:d the line
of poliecy 1t has followed during the last
year or two, since 1t found that the Govern-
ment were developing an agricultural policy
upon the lines it had been advecating, the
hor. member for Pittsworth has tried to
¢ skull-drag 7 the editor of that journal.
The bhon. member had special mectings
called among branches of the Queensland
Farmers’ Union to trx and displace the
editor. When he could not accomplish that,
he tricd to get the Queensland Farmers
Union to declare the “ Predacers’ Review ”’
not to be the official organ of the Queensland
Farmers® Union. He failed in that; and he
has used cvery device, so I understand, to

throw  diseredit  upon the “ Producers’
Review ” and upon the editor.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerrs: You ¢ skull-
dragged 7 the Govirnment Printer in the

same way that you say I tried to * skull-
drag” tho ecditor of the ¢ Producers’
Review.”

The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
have tried to get the farmers to influence the
political policy of the editor of the ¢ Pro-
ducers’ Review,” and have pointed out at
mectings which have been reperted that the
¢ Producers’ Review” ought to be squelched,
because it was supporting the Labour poliey.

Following out the lin: of policy which
Labour has advocated ever since it has been
in  office—that 1is, ycasonable, fair, and
rational treatment for the man on the land—
which is rvepresented on the statute-book by
80 or 90 m-asurcs dealing wlth veforms
for the man on the land, we further developed
our policy this vear. T outlined the Govern-
ment’s pians in a speech at Laidley, further
at Lowood. and subsequently ¢n the Downs
What did hon. m:mhers sav after I had made
those specches? They said they were only
so many words: they were only speeches
intended to tickle the ears of th: lectovs,
beeause we were expecting an carly clection,
and they could expect nothing from this
Govrrnment.

My. ErPHINSTONE : Except communism.

The PREMIER: To show our bona fides
in regard to that matter, we have put our
policy, or are putting it now, into operation.
It 1s because we have made such grear
strides in pufting that policy into ovneva-
tion, becauss the Government are being
supported in that policy by the farmevs—
who wili beunefit under it—that hon, memb s
oppesite  find  themselves so  discomfited
to-day. 1t is quite clear that, to carry out
the comprehensivs poliev outiined, to bring
about a real uplifting of agriculture, to give
the farmer ‘the status he ought to occupy
in the comanunity, to give the man toiling
en the tand a fair remuneration for his
teil—to carvv a poliev of that kind fully into
offcet is going to take, not a weck, a month,
or a yoar, but a long series of yoars. But
we must start somewhere, Tt is recognised
that under such a poliecy we will get no
great distauce unless it is backed up and
foreced cen by the farmers themselves. They
must hav: crganisation in order to do that:
they must have organisation in order to
boconme avtienlate, in order to supply the

—
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force to infiuence Parlicunent, public opinion,
and cvervthing clse. An cffective basis of
organisation has bern adopted by the far-
mors’ representatives, and is being put into
operation with the assistance of the Govern-
ment.  That crganisation is not intended to
discomfit hon. membaers opposite; it s
not intended to displac: any political organi-
saticn which hon. menibers may desive in
country districts. That is entirely apart from
the intentions of the Government, which
really aim at an uplifting movement amongst
the farmers. We want an ovganisation which
must be kept ab:oitely separate from poli-
tical factions and political exploitaticn. That
is what hon. members opposite do not like.

Get be-

The SECRETARY YOR AGRICULTURE :
hind 16! It is your only hope.

The PREMIER: The Government have
shown their sincerity by assisting the farmers
to establish an organisation which will be
cutirely farmer-co.trolled, which will not be
controlled by politicians, by Governments, or
by Parliaments. From the local branches,
through the district councils, right up to the
council of agriculture, the farmers will be
in control of every unit of their organisation.
There can be no charge against the Govern-
ment that we are creating a machine to be
used politically. Since the scheme has been
outlined and the organisation lsunched, I
have received from every part of Queens-
land hundreds of letters from men directly
concerned—men who will benefit under this
scheme, passing encomiums upon the scheme,
praising the Government for their efforts,
and, gencrally, offering their support. This
is a typical letter addressed to my colleague,
the Scerotary for Agriculture, by Mr. Harris,
who is the Seeretars of the Downs Co-cpera-
tive Dairy Company. This is the reply to an
intimation that the Council of Agriculture
had made a change in regard to the personnel
of the Advisory Board appointed for the dairy
industry, and had decided to merge the
Advisory Board into the Council of Agricul-
ture, Mr. Harris was a member of the
Advisory Board, and was ene who was left
out when the merging took place. Iie said—

“ T am strictly in accord with the action
taken in reducieg the number of the mem-
bers of the Advizory Board and the
Agricultural Council, and, to my mind,
it 1s a wise move for the Advisory Board
to act as the dairving section on the
Agricultural Council; this woeuld have
been the correct thing in the first place,
but rather unfertunately the conference
decided otherwise. I ean assure you that
I will continue to give my utmost support
to bring to a <iccessful issue the scheme
outtined by Mr. Theodore and yourself
at the dairving conference held in Bris-
bane on 24th Mareh last, and I will also
give my active assistance where necessary.
to bring this movement to a successful
issue, beecausze, to my mind, it is the most
comprchensive and bencficial scheme of
organicaticn yet put before the farming
community.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Flear, hear!

The PREMIER: There is onlv one other
reference I want to make. There is a
reference in that letter to the dairy con-
ference.

Mr. Frercuer: We do not criticise the
scheme; the scheme is good enough.

(6 Juny.]
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The PREMIER: The hon. memher may
not criticise the scheme, but some of his

colleagues in the Country party are going
round the country trying to torpedo thoe
scheme. The hon. member for Pittsworth.
the hon. member for Drayton, and even the
hon. member for Nanango have gone round
actively trying to undermie the basis of
this scherme. (Opposition interruption.)

Mr. EDWARDS (¥unango): I rise to =
point of order. The statement made by the
Premier is absolutely incorrect.

The PREMIER: I drew my deductions
from information in regard to the hon.
member’s  attitude—which was given at

mectings of farmers in the Nanango district.

Mr. Epwarps: Sec how carcful you ought
to be. You are misled by your own
supporters.

The PREMIER: No. If T am misled,
i am misled by farmers in the hon. member’s
district.

Mr. EpwirDs: Your own supporters.

The PREMIER : If they have become our
supporters, T am very pleased to.hear it. 1
assure the hon. member that it is from his
own district, and from farmers taking an
active part in this’ scheme, that I have
learned that he is trying to discourage and
undermine the scheme.

Mr, Epwarns: That is untrue.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member is
supporting the scheme, 1 am very glad to
hear it. hon. members are what they
pretend to be, if they represent the farmers
and are desirous of getting the greatest good
for the man on the land, and for the primary
producers of this State, they will get behind
this policy to a man, and net cavil against
it and go round the country trying to under-
mine it, but will assist to carry it into
cffect.

The hon. member for Oxley, in his criticism
of the remarks of the hon. member for
Leichhardt, referred rather snceringly to that
hon. member’s reference to immigration from
other States. The hon. member for Oxley is
in the habit of adopting a very patronising
air, as 1 have had occasion to mention
before. The hon. member spoke sneeringly
about the hon. member for Leichhardt’s
reference to immigration from other States
to Gueensland. The hon. member stated that
that was an incorrect or improper term to
use. e ought to criticise the Commonwealth
Statistician, for he uses the term. The
Commonwealth Statistician publishes statis-
tics, and they are brought up to date in the
last quarterly summary, which conveys very
significant information when you take into
account the constant attack made by gloomy
propaganda distributors, such as the hon.
member for Oxley and others, as to the pro-
gress Queensland is making during Labour
administration. The Labour party has been
frequently attacked by hon. members oppo-
site for being what they call antagonistic
and hostile to immigration; and they refer
to what Western Australia is doing in bring-
ing in thousands of immigrants. They also
refer to what other States are doing. Accord-
ing to the Commonwealth Statistician, lass
year, notwithstanding this wonderful immi-

gration policy of Southern Nationalist
Governments. Queensland had a greater

Hon. E. G. Theodore. |
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excess of immigrants over cmigrants than
any other State of the Commonwealth.

An OpposiTioNn MeMBER : How many ?

The PREMIER: I will tell you. 'The
excess of immigrants over cmigrants, includ-
ing people who came from other States, is as
follows :—New South Wales, 1,546
toria, 3.375; Queensland, 4,584; South Aus-
tralia, 4.434; and Western Australia, which
has been bringing in thousands of immi-
grants, had a net cxcess of immigrants over
emigrants of only twonty-seven.

Mr. FrercgEr: Thoir scheme has not pro-
perly taken effect yet.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Oxlev would brusqucly brush that aside by
saying that the nomadic nature of the popu-
lation caused thern to come here from other
States.  That might be all right if these
figures only related to a portion of the year,
hut they relate to the whole twelve months.

Mr. ErpminstONE: Well, you are paying
doles for the whele twelve months.

The PREMIER: So do the New South
Wales Nationalist Government, and the South
Au-tralian Nationalist Government; and even
the Victorian Nationalist Government are
paying doles to unemployed. These figures
show that there are more actual unemployed
in Victoria to-day than there are in Queens-
tand. )

Mr. ErrainsToNe : Whose statistics?
statisties !

'['l.le'PREMIER: No, the Commonwealth
statistics; w0 that the hon. momber is care-
less about his facts.

The hon. membor for Windsor, the leader
of the Nationalist party, has made further
reference to the railways, and to what he
calls railway Inefficiency and railway mis-
management, and the parlous conditions exist-
ing in connection with railway finance. In
refutation of that, I need do no more than
quote the remarks of the Commissioner for
Railwavs himself, and there is no particular
reason why he should supply any false infor-
mation. 1 have here a voluntary statement
made by him at a dairy dinner.

An  OrrositTiox MrmBeR: Il
treated like Cumming was.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
want to convey by that that Mr. Davidson
1s manufacturing untruths?
© Mr. ELpuINSTONE: No.

The PREMIER: What is the suggestion?

Mpr. EvpuinstoNe: If he spoke his mind,
he might be treated in the same way as
Cummivg., |

The PREMIER: How has Cumming been
treated?  Does the hon. member for Oxley
suggost that no action should have been taken
in that case?

Mr. Morean: It was a shame to sack an
old man like that. (Government laughter.)

Your

might be

The PREMIER: Mr. Davidson, at the
dairy dinner, remarked—
‘“The railway charges on dairying

industry products were much lower in
Quecensland than in any other State in
Australia, and notwithstanding the low
freights, only the actual quantity of
cream placed in the can was charged for
in Queensland, while the full carrying

[Hon. . @. Theodore.
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capacity was charged for in every other
State. Iu the case of butter ard cheese,
the Quecnsland schedule rates were also
very much lower. He quoted 100 miles,
for instance: Queecnsland, 21s. 10d.; Now
South Wales, 35s. 5d.; Victoria, 256s. 2d. ;
South Australia, 38s.; West Australia.
3ls. 6d. In addition to the low schedule
rates, a further reduction of 20 per cent.
had recently been made. Not only were
the charges for dairring products much
lower in Queensland than in other States.
but the railway fares charged to the
people engaged in the industry were also
considerably lower than in other States.”
Later he says—

“ To the casual reader our heavy deficits
are apt to be taken as a reflection on the
Administration, but I have no hesitation
in saying, and it can be borne out by
figures, that the service is more efficient
to-day than ever it has been, and com-
pares favourably with the railways of
other States with upwards of ten fimes
the volume of business per mile of line.”

Again, later—

“ Qur statisties show that both trains
and wagons arce mnow carrying better
loads than formerly, and the tonnage
hauled per cmplovee is greater than 1t
was five years ago. Had the rates and
fares in Queensland been increased to the
same cxtent as in New South Wales, and
our tonnage and passenger business grown
on the same ratio, the net return last
vear would have been over 4 per cent. in
Queensland, instead of about % per cent.

“ The Qucenzland service. mnotwith-
standing our heavy losses, will hold its
own with the railways of other States.
and I consider it would bs a mnational
calamity with our very light fraffic to
endeavour to make the branch lines pay
4 per cent. or over at the expense of
primary industries.”

That represents the poliey of the Govern-
ment. The Government has no desire to dis-
place or burden the primary producer or the
people who have to use the railways. The
lJeader of the INationalist party advocated an
increase in railway fares and freights.  Last
year the hon. gentleman advocated a gencral
increase in fares avd freights, but he has
modified it this year by saying that he would
only do that for the city of Brisbane and
other places similarly situated. It would be
a woeful policy to attempt to relisve from
taxation those people who are qu'te able to
pay and put the burden upon the producers
who must use the railways. Such a policy ix
contrary to the best irterests of Qucensland,
and is inimical to all progress, and yet the
hon. member for Oxley comes along as a
kind of new Adam Smith this afternoon and
says that dircct taxation is not puid by the
person who pays the tax, but is paid by the
whole community.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE : You said the same thinwe
in 1915,

The PREMIFR: I said nothing of the
kind. If the hon. member want: to go back
over my carcer to find any such foolish
statement as that, he would have to go back
to the period before I left school. Certainly
I have not said it since then. The untenable
position that the hon. member takes up—
that direct taxation upon mnef income is
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always passed on—is a thing that is too
absurd, and should not require any refutation
in an assembly of grown men.

Mr. BepeixagToN : What about the tax on
business premises?

The PREMIER: XEvery cconomist of
modern times, and every financier, and every
Treasurcr who studies his subject, knows that
the fairest burden is a direct tax upon net
income. That is the fairest form of taxation.
I do not say that none of it can be passed

on, but it is too utterly ridiculous
[€.30 5.} to say that the whole of the

burden is passed on to the com-
muvnity, There is no fairer way that can
be devised for getting revenue than imposing
a dircet tax, and it is fair and just, because
every individual taxpayer kunows how much
he has to pay, and everyone clse knows how
much the individual pays, and it is not
covered up as revenues arc covered up when
they are collected by an indirect means, such
as leveing upon imports, an excise Guty upon
manufactures or ansthing of that kind, or
railway freights and fares, which are the
most burdensome kind of taxation that can
‘be levied upon the producers.

Mr. J. JoxNes: What about retrospective
increases in pastoral rents?

The PREMIER: I fancy I hear the voice
of the hon. member for Kennedy., I must
tolerate that hon. member’s interjection,
becauze he has one plank in his platform,
and he must get an opportunity now and
again of interjecting. Ile is entirely obscssed
.1 the question of the Land Tax Amendment
Act of 1920 and the increase of pastoral rents.

do not know what the hon. member would
<o if, by any chance or mischance, that issuc
were re'noved, Tf it were, the hon. member
would be left absolutely poverty-stricken, so
far as a policy is concerned.

The leader of the Nationalist party sug-
wested that the Government are not doing
what they might do regarding settlement

along the oxisting railway lines. That docs
raise a question that deserves very serious
consideration. It is quite obvious to anyoue
thet there is a lot of land close to the existing
railway line: that is not being used that
cught to be more closely occupied and hroueht
under production.  But this is a prablem that
vennot be solved Ly making speeches in this
[Touse. If any suggestions arve made, the
Government will listen to them and give
them every consideration. It is a problem
that we must all endeavour to solve.

Mr. Morgan: It is a question of giving
iand away

The PREMIER:

as we do not possess if.

We cannot give it away,
The land the hon.

gentleman is talking about is mostly free-
hold land.

Mr. Morgan: A lot of the land iz not
frechold.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
suggest that the land close to the North
(oast Railway that Is not used is not frec-
hold land?

Mr. Morgax: DBetween
there arc thousands of acres

The PRF\HER: Does the hon. member
refer to the lazd around Chinchilla?

Mr. Moragax: I am referring to
between here and Roma,

The PREMIER : Between here and Roma
ihere is a lot of prickly-pear infested areas.

here and Roma
of leaschold.

land
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and we
land referred

There may be leasehold land there,
deal with that; but the

to by the hon. member for Windsor is the
froehold land that exists along all our
southern lines and main  railws ay routes,

which is unogcupwd aund capabl(‘ of being
used for closer settlement. That land ough-
to be settled, but how to settle it is onec
of the dificult problems that the Lands
Department  has to deal with. Practi-
cally the whole of it is frechold land; that
is the land on the North Coast ard South
Coast railways, and land between here and
Toowoomba and on the vurmm branch lines.
TFor the State to get hold of that land, it
must be purchased b" the Government, unless
ic is to be confiscated. That means that it
must be purchased at current prices, which
means burdening the subscequent settlers with
a very heavy charge. What has happoned
where land was pmchascd by previous Go-
vernments under the Closer Settlement Act?
Practically in every ecase unreasonable bur-
dens have been placed upon the men who
settled on these lands, and the Government
have had to come to the relief of the
sottiers by wiping out certain arrears of pay-
ments and giving them a clean sheet. That
i« the problem that is involved in the con-
sideration of this question. It was thought—
1 say this frankly and freely—it was thought
that the operation of the land tax would
force move of these estates into occupation
thian has been the case. Some of the estates
cerfainly have been subdivided., but not so
many as we expected.

Mr. Moors:
them.

The PREMIER: The hon.

There are no settlers for

member, then,

opposes the suggestion of th» leader of the
Natjonalist party?  The leader of the
Nationali=t party says that, if that land

could be rhrcm‘n open and setiled the rail-
wars would pay; but now the hon. member
for Aubwnv says thelo arc no settlers. The
preblem is a servious one, and it will have
to be tackled by the Government and by this
Ilouse. Possibly a policy can be formu-
Jatad that will enable the Government to make
that land available without injustice to the
present holders, and vet on terms to the
incoming settler that will emable him to
carry on profitably. These are things that
will have to be considered; but it is not a
problem that will be solved by making Par-

Namentary  <pecches. Tt requnos earnest
eomsideration. The Secretary for Public
Lands recently ctlled a conferenca of land

commissioners in those districts where unoccu-
pied frechold land exists close to railways.
They were asked to consider this problem
and make a recommendation to the Govern-
ment as to the best wav of dealing with the
position.  They have heen considering it—
thev have not vet completed their labours—
and the only suggestion made so far is that
the land tax on those cstates should be
drastically increased in order to force them
l}‘xl l ()\(U])ﬂl[ m.

Ay, Moore: Just what vou would expect
frem Crown lands rangers.

The PREMIER: Land commissioners.
Many of tho land commissioners who have
been considering this problem were appointed
by the previous A(anﬁ*umon and T hope
that the hon. member is not mﬂ]\mrr an
attack upon them. They are men who ough’f
heeanze of their carcers. to have considerable
experience of these matters. They come into

Hon. E. 7. Theodore.i
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contact with the man on the land every dav,
and to whom can we go for advies If we
cannot go to these men? I can assure hon.
members that the problem s not being over-
looked, but at the same time I admit that it
is a very diflicult problem to solve.

The leader of the Nationalist parry also
mads a very unfortunate reference, mn my
opinion, when he used the term ** iufernal
political control of our railways.” I do not
think that is warvanted, and the remavks [
quoted from the present Commissioner’s
address do not give any justification for such
an attack. The Commissioner for Railways,
under the Railways Act, is given very con-
siderable power in regard to the administra-
tion of his department, and T think there is
less interference with the Commissioner io-
day than there ever has been in Queensland.
No rman who has administered that depart-

ment has had a freer hand than Mr,
Davidsen, and the railways are nct in that
deplorable condition that hon. members

opposite keep asserting they are,
An HONOURABLE MEMBER :
deficit each year.

The PREMIER: There is a deficit each
yvear because it is the policy of the Goveru-
ment not to burden the settlers on  the
branch railways. The efficiency of tue rail-
wavs is far greater to-day than ever Ii has
been in the past.

Mr. GreeN : Ask your drivers.

The PREMIER: We do not
drivers when we want information. We ask
the Commissioner. Porhaps the hon, member
has been asking the drivers.

There 1= a

aslk  the

The hon., member, in his remarks in regard
to the cotton industry, failed to give any
praise to the Government for the present
position. He did not acknowledge that the
Government have done anything to encourage
the cotton industry in Queensland, but. know-
ing that the cotton industry has prospered
in Quecnsland and is making vast progress,
he thought he ought to give praise to some-

one, and he gave it to Mr. Crawford
Vaughan, I do not wish to detract one iota
from the eredit duc to Mr. Crawford
Vaughan. IIc has been a most enthusiastic

and very capable investigator in the cotton
industry, and he is doing an cnormous
amount of good to this State; but I cannot
allow it to be said that he alove is respon-
sible for the progress of the industvy. Mr.
Crawford Vaughan came to Australia in
connection with cotton for the first time last
vear, He came here with a commission of
inquiry consisting of himself, Mr. Johnstone,
a cotton culturc expert. and a business man.
Mr. Arms=trone. Theyv were invited to come
here bv the Queensland Government, and we
gave them everyv facility to travel through
the State. When they came here they were
impressed with Quecnsland as » cotton-grow-
ing State because so wanv formers were
alrendy growing cotton under the Govern-
ment’s gusrantec.

Mr. G P. Barves: Largely because of the
efforts of Mr. Daniel Jones.

The PREMIER: No
tract from Mr. Daniel Jones's efforts,
becavse he is .entitled to cverv eredit for
his enthusiasm and his insistence that
Quecnsland would prodnee cotton. But Mr.
Jones hae been enabled to crrry on his
investigations and carry on his publicitvy
work by the actions of the Qucensland

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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Governinent. e has been given every on-
couragement, and he has been practically
emploved by the Secretary for Agriculture to
carry on his publicity, and induce farmers
to grow cotton. I do not want to detract
from the work done by Mr. Jones. He has
done a wonderful amount of work: but, un-
fortunately, he is not so fully primed on
modern cotton culture as au expert advising
a large body of farmers in Queensland ought
t be. because his experience has been gained
chicfly in this State. At the same fime,
ho is entitled to a vast amount of credit.
The real encouragement given to cottou
growing in Queensiand dates from the guar-
antee given in 1820, When I was in Fng-
land, after having an interview with the
British  Cotton  Growers’  Assoviation—an
organisation rvepreseunting  the  Lancashive
spinners, which the hon. member for Wind-
sor wronglv thinks is the concern with which
3y, (rawford Vaughan s connected—we
entered into an agreement with that associa-
tion. under which ther nndertook to pay us
1s. 6d. per Ib. for clean lint of good quality.
landed at Liverpool, but limiting their los: to
£10,000. Following en that guarantec which
we obtained, my colleagues in Queensland
decided to give a guarantee to all growers
in Qucensland of 54d. per Ib. for seed cotton.
That is what gave a fillip to cofton growing
in Queensland. I do not say this is the
only Government that have acted in that
wav, but we did that. We did not neglect
our opportunity in 1920. That resulted in
the Department of Agriculture importing a
vast quantity of sced for planting in 1921
A vear after that Mr. Crawford Vaughan
came here. and after he saw the nossibilities.
h> was quite satisfied to advise his company
to cstablish themselves here. Fe went back
to England. He could not advise us then.
but we got sdvice some time late last vear.
Meanwhile we had to make some progress
towards cstablishifie machines to treat the
cotton which was being planted, and we
placed with the Agent-General orders for
two complete ginning plants. Mr, Crawford
Vaughan had then got into touch with the
Agent-General, and he cabled to us and
said he was prepared to take over those
plants and work them if we would agree
to have our cotton ginned through his
plants. We agreed to that, and that is why
the cotton gins arrived so early.

Mr. Frercmer: Don’t you think it is the
artificial conditions in America which are
responsible for the advancement of cotton
growing in Queensland?

The PREMIER: There are many reasons
for it. but it is quite obvious to the most
casual observer that, without the guarantee.
there would not have been one-fourth of
the cotton produced that is being produced
now.

An Opposirion Meuper: Have
newed the guarantee for five vears?

The PREMIER: No; the existing guar-
antee cxpires next June. We have exhansted
the guarantee in HEngland. and the £10000
limit has been veached. Whatever now hap-
pens under the existivg gnarantee. the whole
oblization falls on the Queensland Govern-
ment. That is one burden wwe have to bear
to oroanise the indnstry. The hon. member
for Port Curtis snid that it was the artificial
conditions in America which had Jed to
the growing of cotton here. bnt T think the
hon. member is wrong. I have here an

you re-
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interesting address by Sir Herbert Dixon,
at an International Congress held at
Zurich a few months ago, ‘1nd reported in
the * Manchester Guardian.” Sir Herbert
Dixon said—

“America was so troubled by the boll
weevil, the decreasing supply of labour,
and, po :sibly, an insufficient enrichment
of the soil in recent years, that its pro-
duction was declining. At the same time
jts own consumption was increasing.
Unless we realise this, the necessary steps
to ensure a sufficient world’s supply
would not be taken.”

T'he whole object of that International Con-
gress was to gebt new areas planted with
cotton, in order to keep up the \VOl]dS
bl{])l)lv and the British Cotton Growers’

Association, and a later body established by
the Imperial Government in_connection with
Impire cotton-growing, of which Lord Derby
is chairman, are making every effort to get
the Dominions to grow cotton, and they have
approached the Commonwealth Government,
knowing that we had asked the Common-
wealth Government to get into touch with
the Imperiul authorities, and ask if they
would give a guarantee for cotton grown in
Quoorsldnd or Australia. We have suggested
that 18d. per lb. for lint, c.if. Liverpool,
will be a remunerative price to growers in
Quecnsland, and I think there is every hope

that we can get  that carried through
successiully.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : I notice that the leader
of the Nationalists omitted any reference
to the agricultural policy of the Government.
I do not know whether he is afraid to commit
himself to it. The only allusion he made
in his speech was to the alleged fact that
Nationalism had.always upheld the interests
of agricaltural producers.

Mr. RoBerrs: That is
should know.

The PREMIER: I do uot know that he
<ould quite demonstrate that, because they
are losing their members to the Country
party. (Laughter.) I sympathise with the
feader of the Nationalists, for I have no time
for deserters. 1 sympathlse with  him
entirely—(laughter)—but I would suggest to
the hon, member that he take heart. We
also have suffered from the loss of a sup-
porter. (Laughter.) Even the Redeemer,
when Fe was on earth, suffered the loss of
one of His supporters. There is no doubt that
Nationalism is suffering because it has no
policy. 1t has no policy, at any rate, with
which it is prepared to come out into the
open. Occasionally we hear an outburst from
a true-blue Nationalist like Sir Hem‘y
Barwell, who comes out in his true colours.
Then there is a great silence of Nationalists
in the other States, who think it would be
indiscreet to disclose their policw at so unfor-
tunate a time. But the Nationalists in
Queensland have formulated no policv. I
have tried to discover what it is. Their
policy seems to be one of attack upon
Labour; that secems to sum up Nationalism.
A couple of leading Nationalist newspavers
in Australia admit its reactionary policy.
“The Sydner ‘ Bulletin” says this—

“A would-be ‘defender of English
Liberalism once wrote that it wasn’t so
much a political 'phllosophv as a frame
of mind. The trouble with ¢ Nationalism’

something  you
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is that it isn’t a frame of mind. It is

simply a device, worn pretty threadbare.”
The Melbourne “ Age” had something more
striking than that. It said—

“In politics, what damn’d jobbery but
some Nationalist patriot will drown the
protest with a verse of ¢ God Save the
King !’

(Government laughter.)

I only want to make one further refer-
onee that is to the position of Queensland
in the matter of its credit, or in regard to
its status. 'The hon. member for Oxley,
carrring out his line of propaganda, has been
denouncing the policy which has been
indulged in since Labour has been in office.

Mr. ErruIxsTONE: Since you preached
communism.

The PREMIER: The statement that the
Labour policy has had such a detrimental
effect on the State deserves to be answered.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: My inquiry about coin-
munism wants to be answered, tco. The
people want it to be answered,

The PREMIER : No doubt, the people will
give a very emphatic answer in Oxlev at
the next poll. The hon. member finds him-
self so deficient in argument, that he keeps
on with the parrot-cry of communism. The
hon. member made a suggestion that Queens-
land has got into an intolerable state under
Labour Government.

Mr.  ErpuINsTONE: Noj
Covernment.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
afraid I want to point out that Qucensland
docs mot occupy that deplorable position.
Relatively, Queensland is in a good position.
There is (101)1 :ssion here, as there is depres-
sion in cvery country. There is greater
depression in some industries here than there
is in some of the ‘industries of the other
States,  notably in metalliferous mining,
because of the collapse of the overseca mar-
kets.  There is also a big depression in the
cattle induitry here because of the collapse
of the oversea markets.

Mr. MorsanN: What about the
rents Y

The PREMIKR : The hon. member is like
the hon. member for Kennedy, and cther
hon. members opposite who repeat with: a

Communistic

increased

parrot-like cry the reference to increased
rents. When the rents were inereased in 1920
the pastoralists were rec-iving a verv high
price for their cattle. I have already inti-
mated to hon. members opposite and to

others that, if any lessece has anr difficulty
in meeting his rents, th> Government have
no desire to grind down anyene, and we will
give fair consideration to any man who has a
bend fide case in the matter of rents, (Hear,
hear!) Qneensland occupies a much happier
position than hon. members opposite would
like it to occupy. In the matter cof credit,
I have a statement here imeued bv the
National City Company giving the latest
quotations on the New York Stock XExchange.

My, ELrHINSTONE: Your American friend.

The PREMIER: Yes, our American friend.
Tt gives the quotations on the New York
Stock Exchange. The gunotetions are given
here for forty differant Government stoeLs
and the Queensland steck stands relative ]y
higher than any of the other Government

Hon. B. G. Theodore.]
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stocks, with the exception of the Government
of the United Kingdom.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE :
mtorest.

The l”“"'l ‘R: No,

Because you pay more

not because we pay

more intorest. I oam speaking about the
return wh investors receive,  Quecnsland
stock is higher than that of any other
country quoted on the New York Stock

Exchang: with the sole exception of Great
Britain.  Queensland ctock stands higher
than that of the French Government, or the
Swiss Government, or the kingdom of Noy-
way, or the kingdom of Belgium, or the
kingdom of Denmark, or the republic of
Chili, or the republic of Uruguay, or the
Japanszse Government, or the Argentine
Government, or the Czccho-Slovakia repub-
lic. In fact it is better than a whole host of
other countries.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There is cvidently no
other British Dominion.

The PREMIER: There is only one other
British Government quoted, and that is the
Government of the United Kingdom. An
investment in the stock of the United King-
dom will yield about 5.25 per cent., while an
investment in Queensland stock will vield
5.80 per cent., or a little more. The French
Government stock yields about 7.60 per cent.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You
France.

The PREMIER : Shall I compare Norway
then?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : No.
British community.

The PREMIER : The hon. member makes
all sorts of statements to discredit and damn
the Labour Government, but here are the
quotations from the New York Stock
F\changc itself. The New York Stock

lixchange is not influenced by polities at

cannot compare

Give us some other

all, but only by the consideration of the
soundness of the investment. In all cases
Queensland ranks above all Governments

oxcept that of the United Kingdom.

Mr. MORGAN:
ments.

The PREMIER: They are all foreign
Governments on  the New VYork Stock
Fxchange. The hon. member for Oxley made
another reference to the unfortunate position
of investors in manufactures here. Let me
tell the hon. member that the statistics con-
luncd in the quarterly review of the Com-

They are all foreign Govern-

monwealth Statistician show that, so far
as the manufacturing industries are con-
cerned, the margin of profit, after allowing

for wages, fuel, and cost of material, was
higher in Quoensland than in any other State
of the Commonwealth.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I would like to check
that.

The PREMIER : You can check it at any
time. So far as the manufacturing indus-
tries are concerned, the margin of profits
after allowing for wages, fuel, and cost of
mafmmls for the year 1920-21 shows, in the
case of New South Wales, 12,11 per cent.,
the case of VI(‘torm 16.08 per cent., 'wd
in the case of Quonnsland which is the
largest margin of all, it is given as 20.67
per cent. Tn Sowth Australia the margin
15 only 10.79 ner cent.—only half what it is
in Queens! and.

Mr. ELpHINZTONE: T thought you did net
belicve 1n @ Knibbs’s”  statistics.

{Hon. £ G Theodnre.
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The PREMIER: Those ﬁgurm show that
not only is the greatest margin of profit
returned to the manufacturer in Queens-
land, but, in addition to that. he has to
pay the highest rate of wages for thosc
manufactures, while his cmployees work the

shertest number of hours in the Common-
wealth.
I will take another item to show the

measure of prosperity which exists in Queens-
land. 'What is happening in regard to our
oversea exports? As a matter of fact, for
the year 1820-21 Queensland is the only
State in the Commonwealth which shows an
increase in the oversea exports. New South
Wales showed a decrease of £2.400,000, and
Victoria a decrease of £8,200.000, while for
the same period Queensland showed an in-
crease in the oversea exports of £767.962.
The decrease in Western Australia iwas
£4,000,000, and in South Australia there
was a decrease of £2,700.000 in the oversea
exports for the year. How can it be said
that, owing to the misdeeds of the Govern-
ment, the industries of the country are being

rumed when we can show such figures as
those ?

Mr. EvpuinstoNE: That is primary pro-
duction. Your figures do not refer to
industries at all.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman

used a lot of figures recklessly because they
were ill-considered and not understood. e
referred to the loan expenditure in Queens-
land. The loan expenditurc per head of the
population in 1920-21 was £7 in New South

Wales: £7 5s. per head in Victoria: and
only £5 13s. per head in Queensland.
What about reckless extravagance? We are

told that we had no consideration for the
finances of the countrv. yet in Vietoria—
which ought to be able to show a good

financial position because it is a small,
compact State, densely settled—the loan
cxpenditure was much hicher than in
Queensland.  Queensland’s figures, in com-

parison, do not at all show to our discredit.

I regret that there are a number of
other things that I wished to refer to. but
the time at my disposal will not permit me
to do so. The figures I have quoted give
an indication of the prosperity of the State.
We would not be able to show figures like
that if we were guilty of maladministra-
tion and the recklrss handling of the finances,
or if we had driven ecapital out of the
country. T consider that the greatest
amount of prosperity in the countrv is dis-
closed by the Sevings Bank deposits. In
Queensland the average amount ner deposi-
tor in the Savings Bank for 1921 wes £57
11s. That is the highest of any State in the
Commonwealth.  In the other States the
average amount per depasitor is: New Sonth
Wales. £50: Victoria, £44: South Anstralia,
£39; Wostern Australia, £34: and Tasmania.
£34. If one-tenth of the statements made
by hon., members about Queensland were
true, there would he rao deposits in the
Savings Bank at all; there would he no
return  of profits to manufacturers: and
there would be no inereaze in the oversea
exports from Queensland; but there would
be  diminished exports. and the country
would be on the verge of rvin. 1 consider
that Queensland 1s a wonderful conntry.
We have a wonderful heritage. and we nught
to develop it as it should be developed. We
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should induce people to come here by making
the conditions of life such that they will be
able to obtain a comfortable living for them-
selves and their familics. That iy the policy
of the Government. It is not a class policy.
When we talk about the workers we do not
ddopt the narrow conception of that term
which is adopted by hon. members on the
othar side; but we speak of them from the
broadest conception. Iivery man who has
to toil, whether he is an employer or an
cemployee, is a worker. It does not matter
whether he toils for himself or works for
others; it does not matter if he works in
the city, or if he is toiling and moiling in
the country, he is entitled to get protection
and assistance, and this Government is going
to cnsure that for him.
GovreNMENT MEMBERS : Ilnar, hear!
At 9 pom.,

The CHatrMAX OF Coymurrrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brishanc) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): The DPremicr
has seen fit to make his address to the House
hefore I had the privilege of doing so. In
the first place, with all due rvespect to him,
things are not as bright and beautiful as
he would lead the pceople to believe, and it
is a very wrong idea for the hon. member
or any other member of the Government
party to say, that members of the Opposition
or anyone else, for that matter, living in
Queensland, should not make definite state-
ments when they think things are wrong.

pleased with some of the
the Governor’s Speech. In the
I am pleased that after seven
years the Government have seen fit to
attempt at least to do something in the
interests of the primary producers; but I
want to ask the Premier why the Government
did not adopt the suggestion of the party on
this side of the House years ago and try
then to do what he is attempting now to do?
With other members on the Government
benches, he must realise that, if they had
assisted primary production some years ago,
they would not only have saved the unfor-
tunate persons struggling on the land a very
great deal of stress and trouble whieh
they have gone through during the reign of
the Labour Govermment, but they would
also have saved thousands upon thousands
of men from practically the verge of starva-
tion. I say thatf, without hesitation. I wish
the agricultural policy put forward by the
Government the greatest of success, particu-
larly if it is going to be a clear policy of
co-operation in the interests of the producers.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: I will
give you my assurance on that.

Mr. EDWARDS: I would say to the hon.
gentleman from the start, ¢ Take the poli-
tics out of it.”” If the Government are going
o give the producers a fair ““ go,”’ they have
ro right only to receive their suggestions.
If the Minister is so satisfied with the policy
put forward by the Government, why did he
not accept the amendment moved by the
hon. member for Drayton in 19197

Mr. I'ry: They had no sympathy with the
farmer then.

Mr. EDWARDS: On the Profiteering Pre-
vention Bill the hon. member moved the
follewing amendment :—

* Without prejudice to the last preced-
ing provigions, there shall be constituted

I am rather
things in
first place,

15 Juvrvy.d .
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a board of advice consisting of six repre-
sentatives of the cheese, butter, and
bacon industries chosen in the manuer
and for the term of office prescribed by
the regulations of the respective indus-
tries as follows:—
Two representatives shall be chosen
by the co-operative cheese factories;
Two representatives shall be chosen
by the co-operative butter factories;
Oue representative shall be chosen by
the co-operative bacon factories; and

One representative shall be chosen by
the proprictary bacon factories.

I claim that that is practically on the same
lines as the (fovernment’s advisory board.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE : It is
entively a different subject.

Mr. EDWARDS: That was three years ago.
and the primary producers have gone
through a great deal of hardship in the
meantime. 1 want to go just a little bis
further and ask what has happened to the
Labour Government that they are now pre-
pared to assist the primary producers.

Mr. Corrins: Are
primary producers?

Mr. BEDWARDS: Certainly they are.

Mr. Cornins: Did we nol pass the Regula-
tion of Sugar tane Prices Act in 191567

Mr. EDWARDS: Over and over again,
practical men on this side of the House who
have been through the mill in the dairying
and other primarvy industries have told the
Government that they had no right to inter-
fere with the price-fixing of primary pro-
ducers’ products. Over and over again, the
Government were told that it was wrong,
in the interests of butter production, to allow
Ar. Ferry to reduce the price of butter from

sugar-growers not

278s. a cwt. to 234s. a cwt., whereby the
dairymen of this State lost no less than
£300,000. Morcover, I maintain that many

hundreds of seltlers were prevented from
coming to this State and taking up their
work here and becoming taxpayers because
of the attitude of the Labour Government
on that occasion. That is not the only occa-
sion in respect of which the primary pro-
ducers will remember the interfercnce of
the Government with their butter. In 1915,
they seized the butter regardless of the posi-
tion of big families in the back blocks, and
the dairymen. lost, without any doubt,
£500,000 in the butter grab. As one who
believes from the bottom of his heart in
co-operation, not only for the primary pro-
ducer, but also for the industrial worker, I
want to say that, if the Government after
seven years of doing everything they possibly
could against the producer whilst they had a
big majority, have now, with a splendid
majority of one in the House. seen the error
of their ways, it doecs not matter two straws
to me—71 am going to give them all the assist-
ace [ can to put their scheme into action.
The vearon 1 say that is, that nobody realises
better than T do what the people in the back-
bloeks heve gone through during the reign
of the Government.

Thore is one matter to which the Govern-
ment should give very urgent consideration,
that is, the unemployment throughout the
lergth and breadth of -the State.  We have

Mr. Edwards.]
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heard statements from practically every mom-
ber of the Government that, under Labour
rule, there wowd be no uncmployment in
Queensland.  In fact, when the Scerctary for
Mines was electioneering, he made the state-
ment that in two months no man who cared
to take a job would be unemployed. The
hon. gentlenan shpped badly on that occa-
slon, becanse to-day there are moen walking
the length axd breadth of this State and
collectitg doles from the State—able-bodied
wen at that—who would be only foo pleased
to have the employment the hon. gentleman
wentioned,

The Secarrary ror Ramwavs: We have
2,500 men cngaged on railway construction.
We helpsd to reopen Moust Morgan; we
helped to reopen the meat works; and thus
have been re:ponsible for the employment of
thousands of men.

Mr. BEDWARDS: I am very pleasad to
hear the Scerctary for Railways make that
statewent.. I would tell him, though, that the
men they employ have to be paid with
borrowed money, thus piling up the public
debt of this State. The Governmeut have
driven out industrics which would have given
employment to a large numbes of thow wmen.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramnways: Did you not
wait on me this afterncon and wang e to
spend more money ?

Ar. EDWARDS: By all means I am ask-
ing rou to do that. I say now thai, becauss
of your neglect of other industries, becaue
of your interference with the grazing and
other primary industries, you have forced
them to sack their men and turn them on the
roads :

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE:
mean that wages are too high?

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not say that wages
are too high in country districts. The pro-
ducer has been harassed to such an extent
that it is quite impossible for him at the
present time to employ men. I do not care
where you go, vou will find that the pro-
ducers say it 13 quite impossible to put men
on their land.

The SEcrETARY ¥OR Ramways: The produce-
tion in Queensland is a record this year.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the production is a
record, it 18 not the fault of this Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILways:
the credit of this Government.

Mr. EDWARDS : It practically comes from
sugar, in which industry they have been
doing well—not from other industries.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
simply a “ barracker” for low wages,

Mr. EDWARDS: 1If the Secvetary for
Agriculture will look at this morning’s paper
he will see that resolutions bave been passed
by men employed at the Ipswich workshops,
which resolutions prove who are the
“ barrackers’” for low wages.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
in favour of the Government going to the
Arbitration Court in connection with the
public service?

Myr. EDWARDS: That has nothing to do
with me; it is a Government matter entirely.
If the Government had not interfered with

[Mr. Edwards.

Do you

No; it 1s to
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primary product’on, but had given private
capital all the cucouragement they possibly
could in ycars gone by, they would not to-day
be placed in the position they are in with
regard to unemployment.

The_Su*RETARY FOR Ramwavs: Tt is veny
small in Queensland compared with the other
States.

Mr. EDWARDS: I would like to bring
before the notice of the Government the fact
that the adoption cf the policy ¢f day labour
is holding back the building of new schools
and the painting, repairing, and exteusion of
existing schools.

Mr. Diasu: Do you mean by that that the
men will not work ?

Mr. EDWARDS : I say without any hesita-
fion that in many country districts schools
could be built for & geod deal less than they
are costing to-day if the local men wore given
the contracts.  We would not have the
children sitting on the floor, as is tho case
to-day in many districts. In my distriet
there are many schools which are asking, not
only for repairs, but for extra accommoda-
tion. That is only an instance of the condi-
tions existing in many districts.

Mr. Corring: It is not true so far ax my
district is concerned.

Mr. EDWARDS : I am pleased to sec that
the Govermsient are likely to bring forward
a Bill in connection with State advances to
settlers, I hope they will zee that the Act
is so extended that the settiers, particularly
those who are pioneering, will be able to get
the accommodation they require. That is
one of the best means of assisting settiers in
the carly stages.

I was pleased to hecar the mover and
soconder of the Address in Reply refer to
the question of soldier settlement. Both
those members mentioned certain cstates
which they considered had not been cut up
into living areas. Practically throughout the
length and breadth of the State soldier
settlement has been carried out in a most
disgraceful manner. There is 1o doubt thag
hundreds of seitlers must leave their hold-
ings. The local committee of practical men
in the different districts have asked time and
again that these arcas should be made larger,
and no notice has been taken of their repre-
sentaiions. Some time ago I went over the
Coominya Settlement, As one who has been
on the land all his life, T say it was in the
most disgusting state of any on which I have
set eyes. In many instances the settlers have
been placed on 25 acres of poor forest soil.
I hope the Government will take steps at
once to have some alteration made. If a
man leaves his block, let the Government
sce that another soldier is not pu. on to that
block, but that it is given to the man who
holds the block alongside it. Those small
blocks of land are capitalised to the extent
of £25 to £30 per acre by the improvements
of housing, fencing, and clearing. In that
particular district a home was pointed out to
me which could he purchased for £8 an acre.
Will any person with common sense say
that this is a business proposition in the
interests of this State? I think the Land
Settlement Committee who dealt with that
auestion did not carry out their duty to these
unfortunate lads who have been placed on
that country. We find many settlements
throughout the State in distant areas, in
some cases 20 and 30 miles away from the
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railway, that are in a similar position. In
some cases there are grazing blocks of 600
acres and 700 acres. I commend the Govern-
ment at ounce to consider that most vital
question.

In reply to the Premici’s remarks with
regard to may attitude on the agricultural
policy, T want to state that I will give that
policy all my assistance, so long as it is going
to be on co-operative lines.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Have you
supported it so far?

Mr. EDWARDS: What do vou mean by
supporting 1t 7

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Have you
spoken in favour of it?

Mr. EDWARDS: I have told the farmers
ro accept it, because it is nearly fime the
Labour party gave them something. It is
my opinion that, if this scheme of organising
the primary producers is going to be a
success, it~ wili have to Dbe removed from
political control.

The SECRETARY FOR MINes :
eloctorate pretty intimately.
oppose it,

Mr. EDWARDS: I dare oppose it. The
Premier has made a lot of statements to-night
about men ““ ratting ” on parties, and that
sort of thing.

The S:tCEETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE :
Premier used the word ¢ deserting.”

Mr, EDWARDS: The Premier, in placing
this agricultural policy before the primary
produccrs as a co-operative method, assures
them that 1t is going to be handled entirely
by the primary producers themselves. At the
same time the hon, genileman and his
Government are pledged to the policy of
nationalisation of th: means of production,
distribution, and exchange, How are the
Government, and the Premier as the head
of the Government, going to clear them-
selves on this question? In 1921, at a con-
ference in Brisbane, the Premier opposed
the objective of the Labour party of
socialisation of production, but it was carried
and was endorsed in Melbourne recently, and
the Premier and his Government are pledged
to carry it into effect. Will the Secretary
for Agriculturc assure me that the agricul-
tural pelicy is not a step in the interests of
natioralisation of production? )

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWays: That is only
a red herring.

The STCRTTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You will
admit that it is a good step.

Mr. EDWARDS: I will not admit it is a
good step if it is going to nationalise cvery-
thing we are go'ng to produce. The Govern-
ment’s policy of nationalisation has done a
tremendous lot of harm to this State, and, if
they are going to introduce it and apply it
to the primary producers, and ask them to
accept what is the first step in the direction
of the nationalisation of production, I am
going to fight it at evers turn.

The SECRFTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
bitterly oppesed to it, and that confirms what
vou say.

Mr. EDWARDS: T am not opposed to it.

If it means nationalisation, I am certainly
opposed to it.

I know your
You dare not

The

The Sr RETARY TOR RaiLwAvs: You are
opposing the scheme.
1822k
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Mr. Frercwer: It is not loaded for us to
2o to the elections with?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. EDWARDS: The Premier and his
Government have ratted on their own policy,
ard, if they are giing to throw their national-
isation and socialistic ideas to the wind, I
sy without hesitation that there is nothing
botween us, and that they can either join us
or we can join them in deing the ba:t we can
fer this State, because, in my cpinion, that
is practically all that stands in the way.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarways: The Labour
platform stands for the encouragement of
co-operation.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the Government go
on with this scheme, and are going to bring
co-operation into Queensland as 1 understand
co-operation, then they have thrown their
own platform overboard and accepted ours,
and 1 am with thom all the way.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIURE: You are
in league with the middleman; we are not.

Mr. EDWARDS: 1 am not in favour of
the middleman. I am in favour of the pro-
ducers handling their own business, and I
have advocated that for twelve vears. I
want the Secerctary for Agriculture to u.der
stand that, if the Government arc going to
flocd the agricultural scheme with Govern-
ment officials, with the Secretary for Agri-
culture in control as chairman, it is not going
to be in the interests of the produccrs of this
State. After all, it seems to me that there
is & weakness in the scheme. Previously, the
dairy industry was organised right from the
producer up to the dairy associations. If the
(Government are earncst in doing something
for these pcople, why have they not taken
the advice of the men who have been in
cflice for years? At many conferences with
the Secretary for Agriculture these gentlemen
sdvocated certain atters in the int.rests of

the dairving industry of this State, buat they
were certainly never carried into effect. I
refor to the cold storage question.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRI ULTURE: We are
getting along very fine with that.
Mr. Frereger: At what cost?

Mr. EDWARDS: The rcpresentatives of
the  dairying industry came before the
Government on this matter, but thoy were
defied, and the Government went on with the

building of the cold stores at the
[9.30 p.m.] Hamilton. There is _aunother

matter in regard to which we
differ very largely from the Govermmnent at
the present time, and that is the quostion of
the leaschold cr freehold te.ure of land. If
the Government are prepared to do some-
thing in real earnest for the settlers: of this
State, lct them give preference to freehold
tenure.

Mr. CoOLLINS :

Mr. TDWARDS: You know ncthing about
it. If the Government gave preference to
freehold, they could go to the Southern
States and get thousands of settlers to come
to Queenslaid at the present time.

My, Courixs: From Victoria, where they
are paying £3 an acre rent for land?

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes; and why not give
them encouragement to come here? They
are men with capital.

What nonsense !

Mr. Edwards.]
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There 15  another question  which  has
been practically sidestepped so far as the
Governor’s Speech is concerned, and that is
the question of the enormous spread of
prickly-pear throughout the State. Do hon.
members, either on this side of the House or
on the other side of the House, realise the
necessity of urgently dealing with the prickly-
pear menace in this State? Ts it not spread-
mg over millions of acres of our best agri-
cultural lands, and are the Government
serious in ta kmg steps to check the spread of
the pear? If they were, they would come
forward with a land policy which would give
a freehold tenure to people who were pre-
pared to take up land and keep back the
pear. The Government could do a lot for
this State if they were to take these things
seriously instcad of Dbeing everlastingly
engaged in window-dressing in order to catch
votes. That is the position they have taken
up practically ever since they found they
were losing their majority.

I hope th+ matter I mentioned in connee-
tion with the education of our children in
country districts will receive the early atten-
tion of this Government, and that they will

see fit, in the very near future, to go out
and assict in building schools in the country
districts: and to sce that the children have

accommodation. It is
one of the big things in the interests of
decentralisation in the State.

Myr. WINSTANLEY : Thev have done more for
the children than any Government that has
vver existed in Quecnsland.

Mr. EDWARDS: So vou should, because,
after all, the State is practically in its
infancy, and, if you sat on those benches
for seven years aud did not do more than
Governments before you had done, it weuld
he a disgrace. The present Government have
done very little up to the present time, and
1 am putting this qu(,z«tlon bhefore them so
that they will realise that their duty lies
in still going on with the work. I know of
a numbor of pavents who have removed to
the large centres of population on aeccount

veasonable and fair

of the poor school accommodation in the
country.
Hox. J. G. APPEIL (Aert): 1T confess

that I have never for oue moment thought
T would sec the day when, through the

wreckage of our Constitution., Queoensland
would be governed under a unicameral
svatem, 1(&11.&0 that the action which

has nc(‘n talten by the Labour party in so
revel 'umsm“ cur Constitution was simply
the rrying out of that poliey which they
set fo.rh to carry out despit: the wishes of
the electors of Quecnsland, as was o amply
demonstrated by the vete which was taken
as to whether the second Chamber should
be abolished or not. Their obj-ct, we know,
was the foilowing out of that COﬂ(l‘Cdtorv
policy which the Labour party now arc
endeavouring to hide. We realise that, undey
v (10‘.1\ they are endezvouring to deceive
a w=otion of the community for the purpose
of g( ining theiv sympathy,” while still bound
to adhore to that policr which has resulted
1 the abolition of the zecond Chamber. which

unguestionably was a safeguard. It did not
matter what party m'gut be in power, the
socond Chember was a Safogunrd to  the

wleetors of Queensiand against hasty or i1l
considered ]("Th]lho] Tt just happens that
a vnblication vwublshed on 19th Februarv
1918, calied ** The Rising Sun,” came undei

[Mr. Edwards.
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my mnotice, and it gives ample evidence of
what I bhave contended—that it is simply
the })011(\' of confiscation that the Labour
party have followed out. As a matter of
fact, T give them cruedit that they advocated
that policy of confiseation that thev have
carried out. Thev have shown at least that
rhc_v have had the courage of their convie-
tions. An articls in.the publication I have
moentioned statos—

“There is one thing
Council of Qdo(*nsldlld has set ifs face
agamst.  That s econfiscation. It has
not been able to ston the Cabinet from
spending hundrsde of thousands of pounds
without a shred of authorisation from

rliament; but against the Assembly’s
latest  doses of onpressive taxation.
against its Constitution-wrecking project
last year, and against its conseription
of shipping (and incidental conseription
of sailors) it has stood like a rock. One
of the Bills that the Ryan Ministry
wanted to pas: into law Jast October,
and actually did get through the Assem-
bly, had a provision to this effect—
Clause 10 gave the Minister power
to scize all offices, premises, wharves,
stores, and any Other property, and
incidentally -1l officers, employees, and
agents. Should one of these persons
refuse to work for the Government
which had commandeered his shipping
office, he was liable to a penalty of
”:00
* That was one of the clauses of the
Government’s Shipping A(qusmox. Bilt:
and if the Counecil had not stood in the
ii‘v would have been law  now.
unique
(11‘=hn0t1011 of being the one country in
the British Empire, and plOb"blV in the
world, where not only privately-owned
ships could be con(\r‘trod by the Govern-
went, but seamen and ships’ offiesrs could
hee taleon as well,

the Legislative

“With a reeeut example like this con-
fronting one. will it be =aid that it is
NOCeEs advisable, or even safe to

¥

entrust the affaivs of Queensland, with
the property of cvervone in it to a
body of men representing one Chamber,
and onc class of voter—the class of voter
who has most fo gain by getting hold of
the property of others? Thore can be
o mbunder<tanding abeut the matter;

the {ac in no way misrepresented.
The : T abonr Conference Thas
'Lpproved the speech of its president
(delivered 28th January last), in whu‘h

he expressly announced the goal of “ com-
mon ownership.” * Common own rship’
weans only one thing, It means laring
hands on the capital of cthers—net per-
heps on their petusl household requisites,
it en eversthing they y « that has
o produciive value, Tt me wrenching
from Paul what Paul has hardly carnod.
and handing it over to others. Against

that kind of thing the Legislative Council
is standing now. The Courcil believes
it has the goodwill of the bulk of the
clectors in fighting the revolutionar
confiscating proposal of the Ryan Govern-
ment. It looks for their support oun 16th
March; and that support can only be
given by a vote against the party whose
hand is raised to strike the Council
down.”

’



Address in Reply.

The country gave its vote against the pro-
posal, and the party opposite, who pose as
the men who alone stand for democracy,
turned down the will of the people, and
abolished the second Chamber, which will
enable them to carry out that policy of con-
fiscation which they have hitherto pursued.
Can the leopard change its spots, or the Ethi-
opian his skin? Just as the costermonger,
with a bundle of carrots, endeavours to in-
duce the donkey to go fouvard so are the
Government shaking a bundle of carrots
before the farmers and primary producers
to-day. If the farmers are fools enough to
take the bait of that bunch of carrots, all
I can say is that they deserve to get all
that they will, and they will get that which
the chicken gets—the axe on his neck. (Op-
position laughter.) Personally, I am one of
those who are not very much concerned as
to what party should control the administra-
tion of my native State—whether it be a
Labour Government, a National Government,
of a Country Party Government—so long
as they carry cut the administration for the
advancement and prosperity of the people
of the State, and for the development and
settlement of the country. Unless all that
we hear, see, and actually know is abso-
lutely false 1t cannot be said that the
Labour party bave carried out such a policy.
I charge the Government with the betrayal
of the trust placed in their hands by the
people of Queensland. I charge the Go-
vernment  with reckless extravagance and
expenditure of public funds, and, through
faulty administration, with the dislocation
of our great utility —the railways. I charge
the Government with imposing taxation
grievous to Le borne, which has had the
inevitable result of hampering expansion,
and the progressive development of the
State, and has caused the countinued growth
of unemployment. I charge the Government
with entering intc schemes outside the pro-
vince of good government, resulting in the
diversion of milllons of public funds from
their legitimate use. 1 charge the Govern-
ment with fostering and encouraging the
gamblmrr instincts in our people, and thus
sapping the very foundation of our moral
and social advancement. They evidently
feel that, with such a record, they are losing
their grip on their muppmtels, as is shown
by the daily meetings of men who were
formerly prepared to stand by them under
all and every condition. We find that meet-
ings are being held daily by the workers of
the State, who are absolutely disgusted with
the men whom they have placed in a posi-
tion to control the destinies of the State.
Can it be wondered at that we, who likewise
represent that interest which, above all
others. goes to make for the development and
settlement of this State, feel that we should
be false to our trust if we did not take the
action we are doing, and point out to those
who placed us here that the promises which
are being inade to them are intended to
deceive them, and to enable the Administra-
tion to vetain their grip upon the affairs
of the State and push us further into the
Serbonian bog in which wé are wallowing
to-day?

QOppostrion MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: As I said before,
can the leopard change its spots? Do [
underztand  that this Government, which

took part in the copvention which was held
not so long ago in DBrisbane, and which
practically ddoptod what may be termed the

[5 Jury.]
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Soviet system of Russia, have turned down
that policy which placed them in the posi-
tion in which they are to-day, or have they
not? Are they bold enough to say, “ We
have cast aside all those principles which we
advocated, and by means of which we were
pldCL‘d i the position which we occupy to-
day.” TIf they are not prepared to do_that,
how ean they go to the primary ploducms
and attempt to gull them in the way they
are doing? The hon. member who ‘moved
the adoption of the Address in Reply said
that he considered the Government’s pro-
gramme a courageous onc. I admit that it
1s a courageous programme for any party,
with a knowledge of the policy which they
cannot dlsregald or set aside, to go to the
electors and endeavour to deceive them to
the extent of trying to make them believe
that they have recanted from their former
principles. What arc the principles by which
the Government are bound? 1 have here the
Labour objective, as expounded by Mr.
Demaine, who was the president of the
Labour Conference which was held early in
1918.  “The Rising Sun” contains this
reference to Mr. Demaine’s address—

‘“There must be no private owner-
ship of capital left, for ¢Capitalism
must be overthrown’! Note that De-
maine does not say ¢ the owners of large
capital must be overthrown.” No dis-
tinction is made or. even suggested. The
owner of £200 or £300, scraped together
br a life of toil, is to that extent a
capitalist, and according to the pro-
nouncements now made, and endorsed
and approved by the Labour leaders, the
capital of such a one ought not tO be left
in his possession, It should be ‘social-
ised >—that is to say, thrown into &
common fund, and become the property
of no one—except the caucus.”

Wounld not the members on this side of the
House be absolutely false to the trust which
has been reposed in them by the electors who
sent them herc if they did not expose elec-
tionecring tactics of the present Administra-
tion? The party cppesite is absolutely bank-
rupt so far as any progres sive pelicy is con-
cerned. Were it not for the fact that Pro-
vidence has been good to Queensland in the
way of providing good seasons, thL party
Ol)pOa]tO would have absolutely ruined this
fair State of ours. The people are already
groaning under the severe and grievous bur-
dens of taxation imposed by this “Government
The present &dmmls{ratlon is one which has.
introduced measures and forced uhvm through
the Hcuse by mecans of the *“ gag.” They
did not permit hon. members, the represen-
tatives of the people, to express an opinion
upon that legislation »s they should have
done. The party opposite intreduced legis-
lation which was so worded that 3t gave them
an opportunify to imposz upen the estates of
deccased porsou in. a way that was never
intended. The v’nslatmn was so drawn that
it permitted chalges to be levied ag.lu 15t an
estute amounting to a \hnd more than the
cotate actually consisted of. In the estate of
the late Dr. Lightoller it was thought that
they would collect probate and succession
duties on the actual value of the estate.
which was fixed at £60.000, but the Govern-
ment, owing to the cat(hv Wmdng of the
section of the Act, claimed to increase the
artual valae by another £20.000. Is that
administration which should commend itself
to the electors of this State? Is that the

Hon. J Appel
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sort of administration which any honest  ment, and, in order to assist in the rehabili

and patriotic member can commend to the
electors of the State? I know, despite the
policy which they profess, and the policy
which they are bound to, that there are men
on the Government side of the 11ouse, unfor-
tunately, who know in their hearts that what
1 am stating to-night is the absolute truth.
and that is that the policy they are pursuing
is not one which is for the benefit of the
people of Queensland. I aflirm that the
gaming and gambling which = encouraged by
the conduct ¢f a State lottery is one which
cannot commend ir-elf to any membor of the
commaunity with any patriotic fecling when
he sees that the g¢aming instinet is Dbeing
fostered, and when he also secs that that
gaming instinct is not for the welfare of this
fair State of ours.

The Srecrerary ¥OR PusLic InsTRUCTION:
I it any worse than playing bridge at
night?

H{on. J. G. APPEL: That is not the ques-
tion. I have uever gambled or won a bet in
my life. (Hear, hear!) It scems to me that
we have arrived at a strange position indeed
when an hon. member speaks about the deficig
of £188,000 as being rather a creditable
matter.  Despite all the exactions and the
inereased revenues which have been drawn
by tie Govermnent from the unfortunate tax-
payers of the State—in many instances put-
ting scvere and grievous burdens on their
backs—deipite all that, they look with pride
upon the fact that they have a deficit of
£188,000. I was in the Chamber during the
whole of the hon. miember’s speech, and 1
did not hear him refer to the approximate
loss upon our railways. As:umedly that is
regarded with pride by the present Adminis-
tration, but the fact remains that the rail-
ways last year showed an approximate loss
of £1.700.000. I wonder avhen hon. gentle-
men opposite go before the primary pro-
ducers ¥ the State, after having practically
extracted all the available funds from them,
if they will tell them to what condition they
have reduced the finances of the State. When
we realise the direct tfaxation extracted
during the year from the small handful of
people in the State—when we realise that
the Liundful of population here, which does
not exceed the porulation of a second-class
town in Great Drituin, paid in taxation last
vear the sum of £3,420,000—surcly we can
realise why urecraplevment s rampant in
the Stats of Queensland to-day. We must
realise that, owing to the amount of taxation
which has Dbeen extracted, many men have
had to go out of Thusiness, and those employed
by them have been cast upon the streets.
Owing to the positior which has been created
by the Goveovnuenr, these men have been
absolutely unable 1 gain rve-employment.
When I last spoke on the Financial State-
ment I quetsd from J. 8. Mill, who stated
that taxation, and move particularly exces-
sive taxation, always falls on the shoulders
of the workers. It micht be levied on the
<honlders of what is called the wealthy class,
vut inevitably it falls upon the workers, who
are the ones to suffer, and who are the
severest sufferers from excessive taxation.
That is rcalised throughout the world. and
it is realised by all the greatest financiers in
the world. The foremost of our statesmen
and the ereatest of our financial experts in
Great Britain to-day realise this, because they
are formulating plans to combat unemploy-

YHoan J. G Appel.

tation of trade, commerce, and industry, they
are reducing the taxatoon in the motherland.
In Queensland apparently the so.c object
and purpose of the Government is to increase
those burdins. It has been suggested here,
and vers properly so, that, if deflation 1s
absolutely 1ecessary in the public service—
if it is necesssary to veduce the wages and
saluries of those employed by the State—then
we should start from the head and not from
the bottom. 1 am quite in accord with the
statoment that we should start with members
of Parlinment. The Government have not
only inflicted grievous burdens upon the
shoulders of the primary producers, but they
propose to add another additional paid
Ninister to their Cabinet. Another Minister
is to be added to the number, although the
(‘abinet is in greater number now than ever
oxisted in the State beforc.

{10 p.m.]
The ATroRNEY-GENERAL: That is quite
incorrect.
Hox. J. 6. APPEL: A Cabinet, the

Targest which has ever existed in the history
of Qucensland.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
again,

At 10 pm, )
The Speaxer resumed the chair.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What did the Prime
Minister of New Zealand do? He followed
that course which should be followed here if
we are honest and patriotic in our endea-
vonrs to assist the people of the State by
reducing expenditure. Ile started at the
head, and I would suggest that the present
Administration here, before they ask the
farmers to give them another term of office,
should show their bona fides by reducing
their own salaries, and those of the members
of the House. I can assure you that there
will not be one dissentient voice among
members on this side if such a proposal is
made by the Labour Government. I often
find in speaking to people outside that they
are unahle to realise the amount of taxation
which is extracted from them by this
Administration. They see that there has
been an ecnorrmous increase in revenue, S0
that it is to-day almost double that received
before the present party came into power;
but they cannot realise the tragedy—and
hon. members opposite when in Opposition
referred to these things as tragedies—that
to-dav more than £3 10s. is extracted cvery
year'from every man, woman, and child in
the State of Queensland, whereas before they
came into power the amount was not more
than £2 10s. It secems hardly conceivable.
Vet, despite that fact—and T do not blame
the Secretary for Public Instruction for this,
because he has approved of additions to
schools and the ercction of new schools in
place of schools which are absolutely unfit
for use—the Government rcfuse to find the
necessary money, nobtwithstanding the fact
that money is being wasted for every illegiti-
mate purpose, so that the eyesight of the
children is even endangered.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
erceted those old schools?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They were erected in
davs gone by when the present population
did not exist. I am not blaming any
Administration for that, but I am blaming

That is incorrect

Who
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this  Administration for this—that, having
the approval of the Minister concerned, they
do not find the necessary funds.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That has always been the case.

Hox. JJ. G. APPEL: I admit that. but
with enormously increased taxation, had not
millions been wasted on wild-cat schemes
which are absolutely illegitimate administra-
tion, there would have been quite sufficient
money to carry out the necessary works and
prevent the erdangering of the health and
the evesight of that generation to which we
must look for the development of this great
State. 1 say it practically amounts to a
crime. The money 1s there. It has been
extracted from the taxpayers of this State,
and vet, because the Government have
entered into schemes quite outside the sphere
of Government, the health of the children
is endangered, and in many instances settlers
who have gone into our rough scrub lands,
as in the mountains of the South Coast. have
been compelled to abandon their holdings
because they could not get education for
their growing children.

The Premier: I am afraid you must be
exaggerating.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am quite sure that
the hon. gentleman takes no interest in the
children of the State. If he did, he would,
as Treasurer. provide the absolutely neces-
sary funds for carrying out works of this
character. What is the good of hon. gentle-
men opposite going into the farming dis-
tricts and telling the farmers, “I have
knocked yon down, I have prostrated you in
the dust; but. come along, boys, give me
your votes, put me into power again, and
I will do something for you.’ Again, I
say, ¢ Can the Nubian change his skin, or
the lcopard his spots? ” Hon. members
should hear the honeyed words of the Pre-
mier when he goes into the country. They
would never think he was the same man
who comes here and talks of scientific taxa-
tion to enable him to extract the last farthing
from the unfertunate farmers, raking them
fore and aft with continual notices from the
Land Tax Department—harrying them. Now
he comes with honeyed words. *“1 am going
to intreduce legislation which is going to
make you all prosperous. I have signed the
Labour platform, as enunciated by Mr.
Demaine, the president of the Labour Con-

ference, but I have recanted on that, We
are going to turn over a new leaf, We are

going to give the farmer relief. What for?
To give us a further accession to power. We
find we are too well known among the
workers in the city. They have found us
out, and now we are going to the farmers.”

Oh, you have only to tickle them a bit,
and they will take it all in. (Laughter.)
They are not going to take it in. can

assure the Promier that there are numbers
of men sitting on this side of the House who
are, and have been, pointing out the value
of the assertions and the promises of the
Premier and the party of which he is the
leader. If he could only hear the expressions
of opinion, and the language in which those
expressions arc made, concerning  the
attempts he has made to gull these farmers,
I venture to say he would ** give them best.”

Th» SECRETARY FOoR PUsLIc InstRUCTION.
The result would be a shock to you.

How. J. G. APPEL: I am quite prepared
to endure that. A bigger shock will be

{5 Jouy.]
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cxperienced by hon. members sitting on
that side of the House. What was this

Barmecide feast which was prowmised? 1 am
quite sure the t‘remier had his to.gue in hlls
cheele when he made this great policy speec:a
to the farmers, telling them what he was
going to do. I could quite 1magine goung

home with some hon. men}bers‘of that
party. 1 can imagine hearing them say,

“\We didn’t do too badly. Didn’t we put it
aver the fool ‘cocky’? The farers took it all
in.” The “‘cockies’ have not taken it 1.
The Dremier wili be * taken m” if he
thinks he has succceded in deceiving therm.
Weo find that this speech promises a Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill. 1 suppose there
are to be nominated to the directorate OI
this organisation some of the gentlemen who
have a pull at the Trades riall, and for
whom billets have to be found. We are te
have a Fruit Cases Act Amecundment Ji‘lll.
That was referred. to by the hon. member
for Nanango. This has been.found necessary
owing to the hasty manner in which legisla-
tion has been gagged and rushed through
this House. Perhaps the Premnmer 35 going
to give them the fruit cases free'! I veuturc
t> predict it will not be free [ruit cases but
taxed fruit cases.

Then we are to have a Ce-operative Agri-
cultural Production Act Amendment Bill. 1
suppose that the Premier promised them
there would be a double crop of ail that Is
grown in every locality, without having ra
or fertilisers. We have done so much by
means of legislation that probably the hob.
gentleman thought that, with the assistance
of his party, he would be_able to introduce
a measure providing that, if rain did not fall
and the crops did not grow, or if they «
not grow in double quantity, they would be
cast into prison. The name of the measure
i< sufficiently lorg to choke some hon. mem-
bers. 1 can imagine the Premier saying.,
“ Look what a wonderful measure l_ax’x}
going to give you! Look at the size of it!
1 believe some people will be taken in by
that wonderful name.

Then we are to have a State Advances Act
Amendment Bill. If the advances are regu-
lated and administered in the same way as
is done at tho present time, I do not know
how they are going to be traced. The settlers
arc not getting them now, How 1s it that
wo country members are being continually
met by electors who produce from the depart-
ment an intimation that no funds are avail-
able?

The PrEuviEr: No.

Hox. J. G. APPLL: They produce the
oficial notification. Some reason is _given
why the money cannot be advacced. I dare
say it is considered by the leader of the
Government that it will be quite sufficient to
say, “ We are going to give an increase’;
and that the ¢ cockies” will fall on their
knees and present their votes to him. Per-
haps he will find that that will not eventuate.

I think it is admitted by busincss men that
it is owing to the political interference of
4he present Administration with the Commis-
sioner for Railwavs that the railways are
in their wvresent condition. It seems &
vemarkable thing that this wonderful
Administration, who refer to men sitting on
this side of the House as men who arc
beneath contempt so far =3 any knewledge
of men and matters is concerned, should =o-

Hon. J. (. Appel.]
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administer the railways that the whole ser-
vice is seething with discontent. They have
apparently increased the wages of their
employees, but in reality they have not done
so. Their action In attempting to ‘‘ do” the
employees out of these incrcases, which sup-
posedly have been granted to them and
which they should receive. has reduced the
whole service to the condition in which it
is to-dax. It is futile for hon. gentlemen to
say that is not so, because we find the rail-
way union men are joining with other unions
in holding a meeting, T belicve. to-morrow
night, not in the Trades Hall, but in the
Albert Hall, for the purpose of discussing
the attitude of the Premier and his Adminis-
tration towards them and the other servants
of the State. It is well that the public of
Queensland should know these facts. If you
go through the figures, you will find that on
the whole of the railways of Australia there
is a loss of £12,000 per-day. and of that sum
Queensland is responsible for £5.000 per day.
That is occurring under the Administration
of these heaven-born administrators, who
refer to hon. members on this side of the
House as men absolutely without any business
knowledge or acumen, without any ability
to conduct even their own affairs. Tt is
interesting to follow out a few of these
figures. Victoria has been referred to very
frequentlv. and I might as well refer to it
again. Victoria, with a population which
is slightly double that of Queenslard. has a
lesser total direct taxation than that of
Quecnsland.

The SEQRETARY For PUBLIc LANDS:
not that naturally follow?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: One speaker on that
side of the House spoke about the condition
of the rolling stock .in Virtoria. If it is
worse than it is in Queensland, it must be
very bad. - The state of the Quecnsland roll-
ing stock reflects no credit upon the present
Administration.

Does

On the last occasion when I spoke in this
Chamber T referred to the fact that during
the whole of the administration of the Lobour
Government no attempt had been made to
paint the premises of the Railway Depart-
ment, and that the premises were seriously
deteriorating owing fo that fact. 1 do not
know whether it Is being done in the other
electorates, but an attempt is being madn to
put paint upon the buildings in the Albert
and Logan electoratos.

The income tax in Victoria actually yields
£750.000 less than in Qucensland. Vet vast
public works have been carried out bv the
Government of Vietoria, and the people are
in a prosperous condition.

The SErRETARY FOr PusrLic Laxps:

Tov. J. G APPEL: 1 know it, and anvone
who has any knowledge of Victoria knows
that the people there are very prosperous,
and, were it not for the capital owned by
the Victorians that has come to Queensland
to assist in the development of our State. the
State would not be in the pesition it is to-dayv.
We nwe a deep debt of gratitude to Vietoria
and cther Btates for the use of their capital
in the develecpment of this State.

No.

The ponulation of Quecnsland i3 approxi-
mately 750.C00, and that of Victoria 1,530.000.
[ do rot think that any hon. member opposite
will have the hardihood to say that there

[Hon. J. . Appel.
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are not wealthier people in Victoria than in
Queenstand. We have very few of what we
might call wealthy people residing in Queens-
land.  Despite that. the amount of taxes
Jevied in Queensland upen that small popula-
tionn amounted last vear to the sum of
£9.142.360, whercas in wealthy Victoria the
amount levied only amounted to £1,446,209.

The how. member for Bowen has stated
that land is so valuable in Victoria that 1t
gives a veturn of £3 an acre for rent. There
may be one or two such blocks, but I doubt
whether there is very much land in Quaesns-
land that would demand such a rent as that.
The land tax levied in Queensiand amounted
to £485.517, and in Victoria it only amounted
to £372,064. Does that not spsak for itsqlfi’
I doubt very much whether the Premier,
when he goes before the * cockies,”” will give
them those figures. When he shows them his
schome, will he say to them, < Look. gentle-
men, | do not know whether we will be able
to carry this out, because we have brought
the financial affairs of the State into a state
of chaos—practically into a bankrupt state—
but I will give vou the figures and you can
sce how we stand, and you can judge for
vourselves 7 1 doubt it, and it therefore
becomes our duty to point out to the electors
and to all the ““cockies”” the true position.

The amount levied in Queensland for
stamp and probate duty last year was
£604,739. I have no doubt that some estates

have paid the exees tay that was sought to
be extracted in the Lightoller case. The
succession duties, which have been incrcased
and increased by this Government, are &
burden grievous and heavy to be borne.
TUunfortunately, there are families where the
father has managed, by dint of hard labour
with the assistance of his family, to save up
a little capital, and when death overtook him
the amount levied upon the estate by means
of probate and succession duties practically
amounted to a burden on the whole of the
cstate. We realise that that estate pays land
tax and income tax upon the money which
was carned upon it, and these would-be
farmers’ friends come aleng and have a final
cut and extract one-third of the value by
means of probate and succession duties.

The Previer: Fifteen per cent. is the
highest rate that can be charged in Queens-
Tand,

Mpr., Kixg: That is only succession duty.

IIox. J. G. APPEL: Stamp duty has been
increased in Queensland and in _Victoria. I
sive the Premier credit for having a know-
ledge of finance, and he realises the causes
for raising the stamp duty charges. He
knows that it is owing to the fact that trauns-
actions are decrcasing, which irdicates that
a rortain amount of legitimate business specu-
Jation which is taking place in other States
is rot taking place in Queensiand. I do not
refor to speculation such as Government eattle
statjone.  The transactions are decreasing
owing to the fact that people are not coming
herve from the other States and entering irto
that speculaticn, which would be for the
sottloment and the advancement of the State.
Woe find that the average taxation in Queens-

land is £4 10:. per head, and in
[10.30 p.m.] Victoria £2 2s. per head. The
) ratio of primary producers to our
population is approximately 17 per cenf
Take the percontage of land tax paid in all
the States per farmer por head, aad the per
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centage of the whele land tax collected from
ail the farmers in Ausiralia, compared with
Queensland  farmers—Now  South  Wales,
land tax per farmer, 0.08 per cent., per-
centzge of land tax, 2.1; Victoria, land tax
per farmer, 11.T1 per cent., percentage of
land tax. 27.2; Qucensland, land tax per
farmer, 46.91 per cent., percentage of land
tax. 48.4: South Australia, land tax per
farmer, 10.94 per cent., pevcentage of land
tax, 13.0: Western Australia, land fax per
farmer, 6.05 per cent., percentage of land
tax, 2.2; Tasmania, land tax per farmer.
23.50 per cent., percentage of land tax, 7.1
And then the hon. gentleman says he is the
friend of the farmer, the friend of the
dairyman, and the friend of the primary
producer !

The Presmier: 'The farmoer does not pay
that tax. It is the eity man who pays it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have heard that
statement come from the hon. gentleman on
different occasions, but it is an extraor-
dinary thing that, if you go round the
farming districts, you will find that the
farmers do pay land tax, and, proportion-
ately to the amount of business they are
<oing, it 1s a very grievous burden to them.
I do not say the proposition made to the
farmers 1s a courageous one, when we know
what the present Administration did to the
farmers so far as butter is concerned. 274s.
a cwt. was paid for all butter placed in
cold stores until 31st March, 1921, All States
in the Commonwealth got parity with Im-
perial contract with the exception of Queens-
tand, which received 238s. a cwt.—a difference
as against Queensland of 36s. a cwt. Quecns-
land dairymen thus lost 33d. per Ib. on
butter consumed in their own State, or a
total of £8,000 per week was lost to the
State producers. TUnder the price-fixing
regulations second-cluss butter was worth
£22 10s. per ton more than choicest butter
placed on the local market, which resulted
m the manufacture of second-class butter.
which was sent overseas, and thus ruined
the reputation of our butter. With all that,
hon. micmbers on that side of the House
claim to be the friends of tho farmer, and
are endeavouring to capture their votes and
gzain their support in the forthcoming elec-
tions, which, I venture to say, are not very
far off, and which I hope are not far off,
because they are urgently longed for.
Ninety per cent. of the electors of the State
have urgently longed for an opportunity
of revising and recasting their votes onece
more, although the period of the present
Parliament has not expired, and I enly hope
the leader of the present Administration
will give the electors of the Stats that
opportunity, and, if he is once more re-
turned with a majority—we realise he repre-
sents a minority to-day—if he is once more
returned with a majority, then all I can
say is that the oclectors and taxpayvers of
this State deserve all that thev will get,
and, if I am a prophei, they will get more
than ever they want, or than they ever got
before.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): 1 beg to
move—
“That the debate be now adjourned.”
Guestion put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The Iouse adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
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