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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

TCESDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1921. 

The PRESIDING CnAimiAN (Hon. T. Nevitt! 
took the chair at 4.30 p.m. 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the tablP, 

and ordered to be prided :-
Hoport upon the Government cent,ral 

sugar-mills for the year l92n-192l. 

AUDITOR-GENER"UJS REPORTS. 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 

that he hMl received from the Auditor­
General-

1. Report on the accounts of the central 
sugar-mills under Government control, 
and self-controlled mills indebted to 
the Trea ury, for the year 1920-1921. 

2. Interim report on State cnterprisu 
for the year 1920-1921. 

Ordered to be printed. 

JOINT CG:11:\IITTEES. 
CONTJNUATIO)f DURlNG HECESS. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IIKES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones) moved--

" 1. That, in the opinion of this Coun­
cil, it is desirable that the members con­
stituting, respectively. the Joint Library 
Committee, the Joint R--fr ·.-hment Room 
Committee, and the Joint Buildings Com­
mittee should continue to contr<,l, durin~: 
the recess, the several matt~rs committed 
to their charge as such committees during 
the session. 

" 2. 'l'ha'- the aboYe resolution be for­
warded to the Legislative Assembly, bj 
1nessag0, inYiting their cDncurrence there~ 
in.'' 

HoN. A. G. C. HA W'l'HORN: I would like 
the Minister to explain the object in passing 
a re·~olution of this kind to-Uay. I understand. 

Hon . .-1. G. C. IIaz!'thorn.] 



736 Joint Committees. [COUNCIL.] J oini Go mm ittees. 

\YC are going to get our \\alking ticket 
to-morrow or the next day: so what is the 
good of appointing committc:,,s fOI" the recces? 

Hon. \V. J. Dul\S'rAN: Yon arc going to 
vote for that Dill? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: I am going 
to vote against it. I am surprised at it. 

Hon. J_ S'. COLLINGS : Y on are disappointed. 

HoK. A. G. C. HA \VTHORX: I am sur­
prised it has not come before tho Council 
before this, or before the people, at any rate. 
Vie know the Bill to abolish the Legislative 
Council is go.ing to be t·;trried. \V e cannot 
do otherwi>0 than pass it hero. 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS: Only fifteen of your 
supporters voted against it in the Lower 
House. 

HoN. A. G. C'. HA WTHOR::'\: I admit I 
got a shock. One of the most astonishing 
things, to my mind, is that the Country party 
should have voted for the abolition of the 
Council and the constitution of a single 
Chamber for the Parliament of Queensland. 
I certainly thought they \Youl-d have sup­
ported theN ationalist party in t-haL dir•2ction. 

An HONOUH<IBLE IvlEME; R: \Vhy don't you 
put the Government ont? 

I-Im:. A. G. C. HA \YTIIORX: I have 
heard it said that a Minister told a friend of 
his that if the Opposition had been anvth.ing 
but consummate fools they would ha\·e got 
them out long ago. 

The SL-RETARY FOR :'.liNES : I am sure I did 
not cay anything so silly_ 

Ho:-r. A G. C. HA WTHORX: If the cap 
fits, wear it. I did not mention your name. 

An HoNOURABLB ME}JBER: Why insinua(,,? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: I am not 
in:'inuating. I an1 ·,tying ·what a :n1inister 
>aid, and probably it is what all of them 
think. 

Hon. \V H. CRA}Il'TO:oi: Your leader said 
worse' than that. 

Hox. A. G. C. lL\ \YTHORK: You arc 
the " would-be leader " on that side, and the 
'· can~t-be leader." -I a1n trying to get an 
idea from the :'Vlinister aJ to how these com­
mit~ees, ·when appointed, are going to act 
durmg- the rcces, If thev ha Ye no status. I 
notice we are supposed' to retain certain of 
our privileges, and is it to be ono of our 
priYilcgcs to con1o here and attend meetings, 
although the Council .is abolished? I am not 
going to lose by the abolition of thi, Council, 
but the people of Queensland will feel the 
los.l before they arc very much older. I 
would like the :'Vlinister to tell us what is 
the good of this motion under the circum­
stances. Seeing that we arc g;oino· to be 
wiped out this week, what is 'the "good of 
allowing members to nomin.allv act on those 
committees during the recess'' 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: It seems to me that 
the reason why we m-e asked to deal with 
this motion now is that at the time the Hon. 
~lr. J ones ga vo notice of this motion the 
G~wernment_ had not <;Jcci4ed to bring in a 
Bill to abolish the Legislative Council. That 
Bill has evidentlv been an afterthought. 
Probably it is owing to pressure brought to 
bear on the Government by the recent Labour 
ConfNcnce held in Brisbane and the Fon 
11r. Jones, having given notic~ of this motion: 
naturally ho means to proceed with it. There 
may be another explanation also. It may be 

[Hon. A. G. C. Jiar,uthorn. 

that the Hon. Mr. J ones is not sure of his 
follow<'l'S, and has some doubts a·· to whether­
the Bill to abolish the Lcg.islative Council 
will become law. Under the circumstancGs, 
he is quite in order in bringing forward this 
motion. N' o doubt he could postpone it until 
after the fate of the Bill to abolish the Coun­
cil is known. But that is a matter for him­
EC'lf. In reply to the remarks of the Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn with regard to the r'ountry 
party, I think, without intending it,· that the 
hon. gentleman ·did the Country party an 
injustice. If I have drawn a right conclusion 
from the reporb in the morning paper.s 
regarding the at"itude of the Country party, 
it is this:' though the Com,try party favour 
the abolition of this Chamber in consequence 
of it no longer being an impartial Chamber 
such as it was some few years ago-though 
they favour that, they do not favour a single­
Chamber form of Government. I assume that 
from the ·pccchos I have rea-d, as I have not 
had a com·ersation with anv m••mber of Par­
liament on the subject. From tho speech<­
I have read, I take those speeches to mean 
that thev voted to abolish this Chamber with 
a vimY fo having a -·econd Chan1b0r of son1e 
sort-prhumably an elective Chamber. Un­
dcr•tanding that, I thought it my duty to 
pnt that explanation before the Chamber. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I do not see why all 
this bother is n1adc about these two rnotions, 
which ar£> generally necessary. If this Coun­
cil does not get abolished these motion" are 
perfectly in or-dew and pcrfcrtly sensible. In 
any case, if the abolition comes, the present 
members of the Council will have all the 
n1oro reason to be represented on the Library 
Committee, boc0.use thev will have more time 
to r,ad: and it is very neces"ary that they 
should read sufficicntlv to <"·ducato thems:Jvc-; 
to that point which 'would have saved tho 
extinction of this Couneil, whinh is to be 
abolished on account nf the gcneul ignorance 
cm the other side. So far as the objection 
to representation on the Refreshment Room 
Cornmitteo is conccrnC'd, I know rnany hen. 
g£>ntlemen will feel their departure from this 
Chamber so much that they will probably 
haYe more rt.:'ason for rnprescntation on that 
committee than c.-er before. In any case, the­
abolition of this Council is not legal until it 
is ascented to, and I think Hio Maje;ty the 
Kin E.·· haYing had sufficient good scn ~c to send 
for 1nc tYvice, 1v·ill ha\re ~uf-ficicnt· gocd scn~::c 
to LJOStponc it for son1' tinH'. (I..auglJtcr.) 

The SECRETARY FOR :!'.DNES: Both 
hon. gentlnncn -;:eho haYe spokon in opposi­
tion to thi~ motion are anticipating lerri~la­
tion. These co1n1nittec, arc fonned- and 
~h,Hged with certain duties, and hon. gentlc­
nlon n1ust be acquainted ''vith the righb and 
privileges pE'rtaining to hon. members of this 
Council, and the committee~ ITIU -t carrv out 
their dutie• until the Conncil is cmstit~Jtion­
ally abolished. Hon. gen+lcmen opposite have 
Qnticipatcd lc·-:izlatjon in this diH u;-pion. and 
the·· know thut it is only a quibble. · 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I am not oppocing th,c 
n1otion. 

The SECRBTARY FOR MIKES: The 
motion is ab~oluteiy nccc-;:~:uy, as tho Council 
"·ill not be abolished until it is constitution­
' lly abolished. 

Hon. T. L. JoXES: The discmsion shows the 
necessity for abolishing it. 

Quc·-<tion put and passed. 
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~\PPROPRL\.TION BILL, No. 3. 
FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
r,,liNES, this Bill, r('cciycd by mf~,gsage h·o1n 
trw Assembly, "as read a first time. 

SECOND READIXG. 
The SECRETARY FOR l\1IJ\'ES: I beg to 

move--
" That the Bill br> now road a second 

tin1c." 

'The Bl1l n: ,Lllv is a fonnal 1ncasure, and vyas 
Vl•·Sed throuih the Asemnbly with litile or 
110 di~)cu~sion. '1_1hi, is the usual Appropria­
tion Bill brought in at the conclusion of each 
sc.::-.Jion of Parliarr1cnt. Tho Yarious amounts 
aro to be found in clause· 1, 2, and 4. It 
i~ not ncccssarv for me to rc:ad tlY'tn. The 
amounts arc uiso provided for in the Esti­
ntat('S whicll were 1-as~ccl by the L()gislatiY~' 
..:\s:;ernbl~r. 

HoN. A. G. C. IIA WTHORN: We may be 
an expiring House, but. I n1ust sav I never 
saw a fmal Appropriation Bill of the se"ion 
put before the Chambt'l" with so little oxplan­
atjon. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR :tiiNES: The Trf'asur"r 
in the Assembly on the Sf:C'ond rending mvrcly 
srri·d, "I beg to move-That the Bill bo now 
1-c<:~d a second time.'' 

IIox. A. G. G. HA WTITOR::'\: That just 
reminds me that t·he :Minister. when •pc·ak­
ing on the second reading. said that the Bill 
vra, passed through the Assembly with little 
or no discussion. That ·was because thev 
took good care on the Gon rnment side of th0 
llousc that. there should be no diseuHion, 
and tho " gag" \Yas nse-:-1 rnost extensiv-ely. 

The PRESIDI:\'G CHAIR:\1 \.ci: Ord0r! 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR:"-r: These an' 
tremendous accouiitf', and it i~ not enough 
that this Council be informed that th0 Bill is 
only a formal Ollt'. and that it pas·,ed through 
t-he Assembly with practically no discussion. 
The Assembly ha" boon considorin" th0so 
:nnounts for the L_:.;;;t three ot· four \Ycek:;;, 
nnd, therefore, every itern ha~ been gone into 
Ycry fully. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1IXE'· : You know that 
we have not the power to anwnd it. 

Hox. A. G. C. IIA WTHORI--:: Can we not 
cliscu.'s it"! \V e \Yill not be here long appm·­
ently if t.be hon. gentlen1an has his way. 
Surely, we <..an sDy a few wor,ds. The 
amounts, I say, ar(' very large and are quite 
i11 keeping with the extravag·anco that the 
-Government have displayed during· the last 
six years, and ar-c further proof of t-he incom­
petent v.ay in which they have carried on the 
lmsinf'ss of the country. We. unfortunately, 
have not be' n able to get the Auditor-Gene­
oral's report on the State enterprises for last 
yea,·, but I have just looked through hi·'· in­
terim r-eport. which sho" that last year there 
was a decrease in loan indebted ne" of £11,255. 
Tn 1920 the total amount was £1,288.423, and 
la~t year it was re-duced to £f277,168, but 
that is in the Loan Fund onh. Trust Funds 
'how a very different tale. \Ve find that· the 
dehit halance there on the 3Qt;, June, 1920. 
wr•; £202,380, and that it increased last year 
to £587.654, showing an inCl"f'ClSC of o{;374,0n0 
cdd on the general workin~· account. He goeB 
en to say-

" Considering the very marked incre::tse 
(.£385,274) in the indebt-edness during the 

pa't year in the Trust Funds and \vork­
ing accounts, and the financial position 
of the State enterprises generally, it ;, 
que,tionable whether, under these circum 
stances, it is prudent to continue the 
practice of charging interest and rod 'mp 
tion and thereby benefiting consolidate-d 
revenue and Loan Funds at the expense 
of the Trust Fund, especially as from 
present indications it would appear un­
likely t-hat, within the next few years 
at least, the enterprise 'l collectively will 
be in a position tJ moot the interest 
charges in addition to working expenses.'' 

The Auditor-General goes on to say-
" In view of the large amount of public 

money (£1,864,822) involved it is re­
grct.ted that circumstanc ~·s, over which I 
can excrriso no control, have arisen that 
will delay for nearly a year the publica­
tion of the detailed report on the accountq 
of the State enterprie2s rc>ferrod to 
lwr.~in." 

That is the Auditor-General's regret-that we 
will hav·) to wait for nearly a year before 
we know whether or not the State enterprises 
are paying. At prcsc11t ·:·e do not know 
whether any of them are paying, but we have 
a shrec,~d suspicion that- not Pne of them is 
paying· except the State butchers' shops. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLIXG:": Your whole political 
prGpaganda is one Df suspicion. 

HoN. A. G. C. IIA 'l\''l'HORN: Do you call 
it suspicion that Chillagoo should lose 
£47,000 last :····ar, e·.jwcially in view of the 
fact that \Yhcn the Chillagoe Bill pas.;E'd 
through the Council. t-he Minister sa.id d ·­
finitely that the proposition would not b0 
carried on if it was not a profitable one. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS: You would prefer 
to have them clo·,cd do1v-11 like ~daunt 
M organ? 

HoN. A. G. C. IIA \YTIIOR:"-r: The Mount 
:Vlorg-an affair is a standing disgrace to those 
who advised the men to go out. 

Hon. H. J. CARROLL: They were locked 
out. 

HoN. A. G. C'. HA IYTHOK'\: The com­
pany offered to lose 25 per cont.--·· 

Hon. R. J. CARROLL : They did not. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA 'WTHORN: If the men 

would <Rccept a reduction ill their \Yages of 
20 por cent. 

Ho:~. R. J. CARllOLL: They would not g:,.' 
a gn::rantcc under tho~c circu1nstances. 

HoN. A. G. C. IL\. \YTHOR::\: Th<'<c 
unfortunate rnincrs ar,c kPvt out through the 
bad a-eh-ice of those rL ponsi1Jl£'. 

Hon. R .• J. CAmlOLL: Your troubles about 
those unfortun:lte men l 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: Yon sit 
h0rc and d1a,\· ;our goocl salary and arl_yi~£~ 
the unfortunate miners to go out. If th.,y 
ror;tjnued to ""1• ork ~he~· \vould, at 1E'-ast, h::tve 
had a reasonable living-: they would get 
what the industry could pay thnm. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIXGR: \Y c know what ·.our 
0~timatc of "a reasonab1e living'' in the ··rast 
has been. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It was 
something on which they could live, and live 
well. 

Hon. E. J. HAxsox: You brought them 
down to 4s. a day. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: No, I did 
not. 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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Hon . .J. S. CoLLIXGS: Lcngthsmen W•?re 
· Jrought down to 5B. per d-ay under your 
regime. 

Ho:N. A. G. C. HA WTHOH.::--i: They .lev,or 
WCl'C. 

Hon. \Y. R. CRA1IPTON: If thD hon. member 
,,.ill look at page 5, para,;raph (/), line 15, 
it will cheer him up. 

Hm•. A. G. C. HAWTHOR:-.J: We find 
that lu··t year tho Government spent alto­
gether £21,500.000. What is the result? 
Fifteen thou,·and unernployed at the present 
titne 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Look at the uncn;ploy~ 
n1cnt in );Ielbourne. 

Hox. A. G . .C. EA WTHORK: I am talk­
ing of Queensland, \Yhere laf't :n:-ar, with thr 2 
rimPe the income •··c hod in 1911 and 1912. 
\Ye sncnt £120.000 for poor re lie~, anLl that 
in a j_ s•11enc1id rountrv like thi~, wit·h good 
seasons' and a revenue of £12,000.000. 

Hon. H.. Su"'IXER: Can you 5uggest a 
rcnwdy? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR;'\: It is not for 
m::: to sugge:~t one. 

Hon. J. S. CoLL!}TGS: \Yhat salary ,,-ill you 
+ako as dictator of Qucen,]and? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \'\'THOR::-:J: The salary 
the hon. gentleman \Yonld g<ei would not l ' 
worth much if he g·ot ,-h •t he ,,-as \' orth. 
Ho\YC vcr, I do not think it is of nn1ch U:3C 
saying anything furtlFr on this rnattcr, l~c­
ranso. although \Ye have had ycr:· g·ocd ,d1 ~­
ru~Rions on financial quest1onG lr'tcly, thing-s 
arc no bctLr and the Government seem cletcr­
n1irH'd to go on in the san1c vyay. I rep-eat 
that the present Bill is ,~·-n cxun1ple of \YhJt 
th..-.. GoY0rnn1cnt are {1oing in the \y,-,y of 
f-inancing. Th~y arc still going on 1•1,cith 
cxcc"ive expenditure. and the l.:st three 
mcnths' returns show that there is a deficit 
so far this ve:,r of £464,000, and no arrango­
lllP!lts ha Ye ·been made to meet it. \Yhat they 
will do in tho futuro I do not lmm'.' but I am 
C{'riainly not very hopeful that when \VO haYc 
onl~: a ingle Chamb ;r the position of Quecns­
l:J.nd \Yill be very bright. bccau~" the Govern­
UH nt then f 1.n go on just as th~'Y like. They 
c:n1 spend what they lik0, bring in what legis~ 
lation thcv like. extend the lPrm of their 
0xistenre Us 1nany yc8 rs as thPy like, and 
practically ·dictate to Queensland as long as 
the~- want to. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: EYcn with thiB Council 
in c•xlstenre the GovcrnJn( n~. can do -;vhat 
they like. 

I-Iox. A. G. C. I-IAVVTI-IORK: Yes, because 
of the nnv. arrantcd swamping of thi~ Council 
by their supporters. 

Hon. TI. G. McPIIAIL: How manv men of 
L. botu tondC'nci{'s \vere n01ninatccf by past 
Governments • 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::\': About thirty 
have been nominated b, .. th2 prc•,cnt Govern­
ment. I fctv the countrv will be in a far 
worse positiOn under a sir1glc Cha1nbc1~ Legis­
lature than it is even now, ancl we <:an only 
hopo that the people. bcforo it ic; too late. 
wiJl rise up, hold nH~etlng-~: and rcprc~ent 
things in such a V·:ay to the lio;-1. Jlr. 13e:d­
forcl's friend' that the Roval ac•cnt will not 
be g·iven to the Bill. On. the figures which 
\Vt~ have received this SC'~~1on so far, and 
especially those which indicate the dcoficit, I 
look forward not very hopefully to the con­
dition of Quecnc;]ancl during the next two or 
three year.<. 

[Hon. A. G. C. Ha11Jthorn. 

HoN. H. BEDFOHD : The stat 'mcnts mac!<' 
by tht~ hon. g·:=>nt1crnan who has just sat ·down 
show nothing 1nuch to cavil at. except the 
g·encrally fooiich idea-if 1 may be permitted 
to nut it that v av without bc•ing rude-that 
thi- Council rrprCscnt.~ the only legislation 
which -honlcl be pa<spcJ in Quoen,lancl. ='io 
lll:ttior \vhat the other Ilousr nl.:t:V do, it 
repr<'''.-·"nh directly the people, and this Coun­
c] rc•]HC:;oents nothing·. So far as the gcrwrel 
objection to State enterprises is concerned, 
one rnust rr'c.;gnise that 1nan~v of th ··e things 
have ll'"'t YC't had a fair trial. \T!.le saw· the 
other day~ that the arsenic n1ino really has 
proved an oblique contrilmtio.-r to the de'.-truc­
hon of prirkl::-pf'<· r. Thr GovernrncHt are 
not re'ponsiblc · t all for the 'all in copper, 
-whiC'h ha.s trcnh'ndousl~· affrctt:d the position 
at Chillagot:'. In an:,- rase, th" Govcrn:mcnt 
"\Yili be dojng the right thing, even if they 
r0n1ove the tren1endous benefit of our rnastcTI:-~ 
r.dvice, in thB dirPd:on of daring- to get 
rnone-- and daring to t:pcnd it wisol:;- and 
well.·· 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORl'i: Do you call it 
vYisely and \Yell now? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Certainly, I do. I 
say that no man can --a,. that the cxpcnclituw 
on Bow en has been a wrong or w:· 'lteful 
cxpendjturc, seeing that a sufficient titne has 

to cl a pse bct.ween the n1inin g and 
[5 p.m.] the marketing of the coal. In 

any c,H;e, for about fifty y ?arci 
prior to Labour rule, all these things wore 
left in the hands of priYate enterprise, which 
eould not tako up the matter of st-eel manu­
farture in aw: part of Australia; and the 
GoYornment, in doing the-e thing,;, ha Ye 

been laying doTvn works \V hich 1nust be 
reproductiv(~ in the fut.urc. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Private enter­
prise have it in ::--iewoastle. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Yes, but ,at the end 
of sixty years. \Vhile in Queensland practi­
cally the same results could have been 
attained in tho way of coal, Queensland did 
not haYe the huge iron deposits as at Now­
castle. \Ve are practicallv fore' cl to the posi­
tion of opening up coal for steel smelter~. 
because, without such smelters, the coal sup­
plies are usoleH. It is no good opening up 
coalmines in Queensland for Australian con­
sumption, unless there be some steelworks to 
use the coal. It is no good, for instance, 
opening up the Styx River and Bowen pro­
positions unless v.r'' havo tho nl~- -1ns for sel11ng 
the coal ovcr.,ea.~. And no·' that it \Yi1l be 
found that Grnt Brihi11 j, lnnkrupt after 
paying the ,yar cl0ht it must lw soon hat 
t,ho Govprnm~nt of this St'tt2 ,; . '.'cl wi '_' in 
going to America for mone0·, and Queensland 
will be well advised to mako America its place 
of sale for copper or coal, so long as it gets the 
benefit of the exchange. Se _·in._' the } ,u-l year 
Australia has gone through~ n-olnJy r ell carp 
at a GoYcrnnH~nt for finally a1Tanging to open 
a new DlODf':V market, and v;,.·hich proposes to 
do well as the result of its borrowing. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTIIORX: At tremendous 
jnterc~t. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: It will work out at 
5~ per cent., and probably less. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Pc.rliament has 
been sitting between fonty and forty-five 
clays. It met on the 9th August. and pro­
bably will rise at the end of this week. 
Surt;ly. no one can contend that Parliament, 
faced with the difficulties thart we ,a]] recog· 
n isc exist in Queensland to-day, is doing its 
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uuty to the people of Queensland by wholly 
eons1dc ring the welfare of Queensland for 
three months out of t,-. clve-and those twelve 
months the mo,·t critical in the history of 
the t\tate. I say nothing about the trifling 
thlngs tbo Government. are drawing their 
Mhric·'· for. and workmg, probably, in a 
legislative ,;,ay for only a quarter of a year. 
Those are rninor points to \vhich attention 
11Ccd not be drawn, but I speak rather of 
the bigger consillerations-lltunely, that 
Parliarnent is rising after thn 0 months' 
hmricd legislation, and giving an oppor­
tuni1ty in the next nine n1.onths of the yel:lr 
for Ministers to be a'-' ay 111 other places m 
Au:=iralia, or in Europe, and giYe tho Go­
vernment practicall• a free hand to spend 
£9.000.000 of revenue, ' . .-ithout any check, 
and if they overrun the constable simplj 
come along·" ith another ratifving Biil, 'ome 
time next Julv or August. 1 consider that 
the policy of f10lding f~arlia':'ent for rr.crely 
three mouths of the time hke the pruent, 
cannot but be disastrous to tho State, if we 
take our duties seri.ou ly. There are qnes­
timos of finance before Queensland a:t the 
present day; questions of industrial disloca­
tion. There is also the qu{ stion of unonl­
ploymcnt. There is the big question, too. 
of ncce.;;,, ary in1111igration, and the big quet:J­
t1on of exploiting oYersoas n1arkots, or fur­
nishin.; ourselves with all the inforrruvtion 
we can get. There is another big question 
of cur relations as a State with the Federal 
Parliament. That matter must be dealt with 
at :the Premiers' Conference. What light, 
leading, or instruction has the Parliament 
of Quecnslanc.l given to the Premier or its 
representatives at this conference when the 
diiferent boundarie· between Federal and 
State jurisdiction ,.-ill be carefully set out? 
These are questions that nre right in front 
vf us. Even if we are b!inclfo!dod, and in the 
dark, we must stumble oYer them. Vv'e pro­
pos'' to call Parliament together for three 
months, and rise at the end of next week, 
and not meet again, probably, till next 
August. Surely, that is a state of things 
n01t satisfactory to the vaet majority of the 
electors, who look to their representatives to 
face r-:solutely the difficult qu< ·>tions that are 
in front of us here. It is not a que.c+ion of 
thinty-five \'otes to thirty-four. , It is a ques­
tion of those who have the time or the 
capacity to face such que··tions. If necessary, 
they should have a round table conference. 
At a time like this j,t would be a good thing 
if the people, the captains of industry, and 
so cYn, all can1e together in a round-table 
C'onference to discuss these difficulties. That 
is a sensible thing. 'rho people look to Par­
liament to do that. They look to tho repre­
sentatives here, and in the other place, to 
c.lo that. But imte.1d of that wo are simply 
treated to a three months' hurried session, 
and ill-digested legislation has boon rushed 
through within the last twenty-four hours, 
eimply to rise at the end of the week. What 
for? Why is the work of Parliament being 
curtailed' Probably it is because of the 
Pren1iers' Confere·nCe. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : And you would 
refuse to give the Premier a pair. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES : If it is bec~use 
of the Premiers' Conference, why not 
adjourn Parliament for a fortnight or three 
weeks, and meet again ? I do not know of 
any year at all in which Parliament has 
0stensibly done so little work, and justified 
itself in so small a way to those people who 

sr•nt them here. \Vc have had simply three 
munths' legi;lation, and ,some of the .poorest 
legislation, merely toucmng the frmge .of 
things. They do not attempt to deal w1th 
the industrial difficulties we have to-day. 
V\"e si1nply have one or bvo odd.5 and tnds, 
a "Slaughter the Judges Bill," and ;o on­
Bills tho.t ,the country could well do w1thout. 
\Yhere have we got any Unemployment 
Insurance Bill, for instance? ·where have 
we got any of the modern representati;-e 
legislatiYe 1nensurc that you find, eyon 111 
New :l,ealand, jnst acro•·S the waters? 'Where 
have you g·crt any n;olut·J tackling of our 
problcn1s to-day? V"T c aro sirnply running 
the State in .a peculiar fashion, and those 
v;ho arc steering it do not seem to care 
whether it will end up on the rocks, in a 
lucky haven, or be a derPlict on the oce-an. 
The lethargy ,,.hich is manifest in high 
places with re;;arc.l ,to the rC'al welfare of the 
Shte !vs pe1wtrated and iilt·'red down, until 
people say it is no uso, and we do not know 
'·hero v, c are going to end up. Fortunately, 
ho;yevcr, there arc gleams of hope on the 
horizon, and one of these is that outside 
businc men seem to be taking a live 
interest in the welfare of the country. From 
their own patriotic point of view, they see 
a crisis ahead, and are not prepared to 
dance on the brink of the grave. I think, if 
wo realise for a moment, that just in one 
hour's t] n1e this Hou~ ~ is asked to pass 
£9.000,000, to giYe the Government a blank 
cheque-at any rate, the most unchecked 
control over the finances of the S·tate for the 
next nine months-I think the 400,000 electors 
outside, on recogni~ing that the Bill was 
doing such a thing, would he up in arms. 
It is because the electors do not know the 
facts, ~hat there is no general uprising. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was dis­
cu -sed for seventeen days in the other place. 

HoN. K \V. H. FOWLES: As a matter 
of fact, how was it rushed through? The 
Bill was gagfl'ed continuously in the other 
pin cc. It could have been discussed "even­
teen months, so great is its field for discus­
sion. Unfor<tunatoly, in different directions 
outside, there is gradually being forced home 
the fact that Queensland is in a dt·,perate 
condition at the pn·scnt time. Parliament 
should attend to jts dutic~;; anJ face the c=~n­
dition of things, instead of having a Govern­
rnent that \Yas only living on a one Inajority. 
!'re.,ent party politics should he thrown to 
the "inds. But what do they do? Simply 
harg to a crumbling majority, and try to 
escape from the storm. Surely, that is not 
courag(ous or patriotic ! I an1 sure, although 
there is an element of g \mbling and comic 
op2ra in the present ~ituation, that 110 hon. 
gt1 utleman in t.hi_-J CharulJC'r is ~,at,isiled with 
the prco~nt condition cf thi:1g ... Anyone that 
is s,ati>f'tcd with the prefc nt· condition of thing-s 
i~ either a lunwtic, or else he does not kno,v. 
Enryone is dissati' fied. Tho people outside 
are dissatisfied. 

Hon. A. HINCHCLIFFE: Dors that apply 
only to Queensland? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOvVLES: No, b11t it 
appliee with greater emphasis to Queensland 
than Victoria. 

Hon. A. HINCHCLIFFE: Or Australia? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It applies to 
a certain extent to New South \Val0s. 
although they had not reached the limit of 
t•>mfoolery there. We have slipped back 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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P.mbably n. quarter of a century in the last 
s1x years. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: More than that. 
HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It will take us 

ten years to pick. up again, we have got such 
a sot back.. Dunng the war, everybody was 
mfcckd \nth the m1crobe of expenditure; 
they thought the war was going on, and 
that the \\ ar expenditure \Yould go on, but 
that has collapsed. There is very little 
money, :wd the Government cannot borrow 
much more. They know that in Queens­
land they have reached the limit of taxa­
tion, and they dare not put on another 
p~nny. in ~;axation to-day, as, if they 
d1d, mdustnos would fall on eYery hand. 
W<l ha YO reach er! t.ho breaking point of 
!axation here, but they ha ye not reached 
1t yot m any other State. vVo must 
face the.o things; but what are the Go­
vernment doing? They arc simply bringing 
1n the usue.l Appropriation Bill at t.he end 
oi the se.ssion, a.nd saying, "Give us 
£9,000,000 and £7,000,000 from Loan and 
Trust Funds. and shut up shop." If we can 
anticipate legislation, I might say that they 
arc, not c:uite sure that an Appropriation 
Bill would be le5al if it were not passed by 
both Houses, and so they bring in thio Bill 
Lc:fore the proposed Abolition Bill. They 
vmnt the a~' istance of this Counci 1 to pass 
the Appropriation Bill. 'J'he Bill is brougl,t 
in by a ruinority Government, as far as tho 
votes oi the electors arc concerned, but not 
with regard to the number of constituencies; 
they han' e. very slender majority as far as 
the votes of members go. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Only one. 
HON. E. W. H. FOWLES: It could not 

be lcs·J. A minority Government ask the 
country to give them £9,000.000 t0 do just 
what thily like with in the next nine months. 

Hon. H. G. McPHAIL : If you take up that 
uttitudc, w.hy do you not ask the Hughe; 
Govcrnm<mt to resign, becau,c they are a 
minority Government? 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWLES : I am not in the 
Commonwealth Parliamcllt. On page 5 of 
the Bill, there are estimates of expenditur,. 
for the continuance of the Council next ye·n·. 
There is £15,420 put down to defray saiarics 
ftnd contingcncico, in connection with the 
Legislative Council and the Legislative 
Assembly, jointly, and £1,920 for salaries 
and contingencies in connection with tho 
LegisLttiYe Council. 

Hon. T. L. JOXES: It is there if it should 
he required. 

HoN. E. IV. H. FOWLES: Here, in a Bill 
which precede' a " slaughter " Bill, are the 
e,timates for the continuance of this Coun­
cil. It is inconsistent on the part of the 
Governmemt to provide in one breath money 
fc,r the ~ontinuance of the Council, and in 
the next breath to bring in a Bill to abolish 
the Council. 

Hon. vY. F. FDiL.\YSOli: \Vhat method 
1' ould :-ou snggost? 

Hm:. K W. H. FOWLES: I would suggest 
that, if they were in e ,rnost about the aboli­
tion of the Council, the Government ought 
w have brought that Bill in as one of their 
first measures three months ago, and, 
secondly, that on a big question like that 
they ought to have consulted the people of 
Queensland. T.he two Houses have been the 
treasured possc,sion of the people of Queens­
land for over half a century, and this Go­
vernment, in its dying hours, with a slender 
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;;'ajority cf one member, and a minority of 
<.0 000 odd votes, try to rush through in 
1\.cnty-four hours a Bill cutting the Consti­
tution in two, and abolishing this Chamber. 
rrbat js desperate work; it is the work of a 
lightning-change artist, but not of a states­
man. It took a thom!tnd years to build up 
the' British Constitution, on which our State 
is founded, and now they wish to lay it in 
the dust in an hour. It can be easily seen 
that it might take a score of workmen a year 
or two to build a magnificent warehouse that 
q child could burn down in a night. 

Hon. P. J. LEAIIY: This is a party of 
destructi:m. They are carrying out their 
pc lie;-.·. 

Hon. T. L. JoNES: Thoro wore only fifteen 
\Ores in the Aoc~mbly in favour of the re­
tention of the CounciL 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That was only 
a catch division. On a big que·tion like the 
radical reform of the Conetitution, surely 
tr1e people of Queensland should be con­
slllted, especially by a part:) who are cry­
ing out from the housetops, " Consult tho 
pecplo." On a vital question like that, they 
ought to carry out their professions, and 
consult the people. It would only cost 
£12,000 or £14,000 for a referendum like 
that. Surely, the Constitution is worth that 
to the people of Queensland. At the last 
minute, a Bill is going to be brought in­
probably it will not see the light of day in 
this Chamber-but it is supposed that a Bill 
will be brought in robbing the people of 
Queensland of their Constitution. l have not 
the slight0't doubt that, if a referendum was 
taken to-day, the people would vote for a 
continuance of the two Houses, and a recon­
stitution of the CounciL 

Hon. 'T. L. JONES: 'l'here was a majority 
of nine on the sec-ond reading of the Bill ir! 
the Assembly. 

l-IoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That is for the· 
purpose of abolishing tho Council, as. at 
prc,ent constituted; it is not a Yote agamst 
tlw bicameral system. Hmyeyer, I do not 
wish to anticipate any .di>!cw?cion that n1ay 
take place on the Bill for the abolition of 
the Council, if it ever comes before the Coun­
cil. It does not ,eem to bo "iso government 
of the State for Parliament to r·un away from 
its duty for nine months of the c car-to a 
hurried sco~ion, and then, at the end of three 
months, go into recess, and spend £9.000,000 
oi ordinary rc1, ,'nu e. That does not s~em 
to be tlN act of a stet! ,'sman or a patnot, 
hut to be the act of thc,•c who are afraid 
to go on much longer in the daylight of 
Parliament, and who wish to retreat mto 
recce,, if possible, where they f'C\Yl be left 
undi,turbed for another eight or nine months. 
I do not c.,,-ish to attribute motives, but that 
does not sec 11 to be a wise thing to do in 
the face of the man v difficulties which con­
ftont Queensland at "the present time. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I do not desire t" 
rnako n1ore than a fn,,, brief remarks in 
connection with thj-;; Bill. One "'\\onders Fl1.Y~ 
at this early stage: "'\Ve are asked to pass 
an Appropriation Bill coYering a large 
expenditure. This sersion opened at a 
Yen late date-some time in August-a·1d 
v;h~ is it th•tt the Government intend to 
ad fourn before the end of the present month ? 
I ·may be told that the Premier and his 
colleagues desire to go to the :\1elbourne con­
ference. If so, there is nothing easier than 
to adjourn the other Chamber for a week or 
two, so as to enable the Premier to go down 
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to the conference, and them finish the business 
in the ordinary way, and end the session at 
the usual time early in December. Why is 
this Bill brought before us at this stage, 
granting supply ·to the end of July next'! 
The only conclusion I can come to is that 
the Government know that they have not 
the confidence of the country, because they 
are in a minority of 20,000 votes in the 
State, and have only a majority of one 
n1en1ber. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS: They have a majority 
of nine o.n the Bill for the abolition of the 
Council. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I am told that there 
is a majority of nine on that Bill, but hon. 
g-entlemen know that thrtt was not a vote 
of confidence in the Government, but a vote 
of no confidence in the men who have been 
put into this Chamber the last year or two. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLDiGS: Why limit it to the 
men of the last year or two'! 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Because we never 
had a similar vote prior to the Hon. Mr. 
Collings coming- into the Chamber. In all 
general n1atters, the Gpycrnn1ent js hanging 
on by the slender majority of one. 'They know 
that, if this seosion were to run its ordinary 
course, they would, in all probability, be 
defeated. This Governu1cnt prof,;_;ss to believe 
in the principles of democracy, thoug-h they 
know that a majority of 20,000 voters in 
Queensland are against t.hem, and that they 
hold office practically on sufferance; they 
know that that support cannot be continued 
for long. The Government arc, therefore, 
rushing into the safe haven of recoss. They 
bring in this Bill in which, in addition to 
supply of £9,000,000, thc.v aro o.sking- for, 
there is provision for raising- loans, making 
a total o£ £16,000,000 odd. We are asked to 
vote this huge sum of money in the course 
of a few minutes, but we have had no ade­
quate explanation from the Minister as to the 
necessity for this huge amount. \Vhon we 
are voting a larg-e sum of money like this, 
it is not too much to ask as to how the 
Government have expended previous sums of 
money which the Coum il has authori•ed. both 
from rBvenue and loan funds. ·what do >ve 
find? I do not think there is one single 
State entcq)rise, with the pose.iblo exception 
of the State hotel, and the railway refresh­
mont-room,~and I am not certain about 
them~which has paid. \Ve know that the 
Government mining schen1es havo resulted in 
a hug-e loss. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS: And every private 
company is saying the same thing now. 

Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: \Yo know that the 
State fish shop has resulted in a loss. We 
know that the State mills. for the whole 
period since the Government started them, 
show a loss. 

Hon. 'T. L. JONES: There was a profit last 
year. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I am taking the 
whole period, and on the whole period they 
show a loss. Then we comB to the State 
stations. The lms on them 1s simply 
colossal. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIXGS: 'The pastoralists all 
show los<es, too. 

Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: 'The cattle men are 
making a loss this year, but there is no loss 
on capital. 'They acquired their properties 
at much lower rates than the Government 

aequirecl theirs. I think it may be said, on 
tho evidence wo have, that the cattle men are 
making losses. though I am pleased to say 
the price of ;\·ool has. gone up recently and 

is likely to keep very hig-h, and l 
[5.30 p.rn.] hope that the wool industry will 

be on a sound basis for the 
h1ture. The cattle men are making losses, 
but not huge losses. 'There is a loss in 
running their properties, but the position 
with regard to the State cattle stations is 
quit.' different. They not only made large 
loHes in the revenue and expenditure 
etccount, but there has been a tremendous 
depreciation in the 'alue of their properties. 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS: As represented by the 
fall in prices. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Not altogether. I 
happened to be chairman of the Select Com­
mittee appointed by this Council which some 
four years ago investigated the whole of 
those State enterprises. The inquiry took 
''omcthing like six wecb, and the report is 
available to any hon. gentleman who wants 
to see it. I have a very clear recollection 
of the evidence taken at that inquiry, and 
the evidence showed that, general!~- speaking, 
the Go,·ernmcnt gave too much for all these 
properties that they acquirPd~both timber 
miils and cattle stations. It was shown that 
in many cases they boug-ht properties on 
what is known as a book muster, and that 
the number of stook they paid for was not 
on the property. I was told to-day by a 
reliable man, who owns a property adjoining­
ono of the Government stations.· that they 
arc thousands and thousands of cattle short. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS: I bet the people who 
sold those properties always voted for the 
)./ationalists. 

lioN. P. J. L'EAHY: 'That is not the 
point at all. 'Tho Government paid too much 
for the properties, and in many cases the 
nunllLT3, 1rhcn rt bangtall ruustcr \Vas rnade, 
did not come up to the book muster. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIKGS: It shows the honour 
of your political frionck 

llox. P. J. LEAHY: It does not do any­
thing of the kind. A book muster is an 
honest muster as far as it goes. 

Hon. 'T. L. JoNES: Are stations not always 
sold on a book mu~tor '? 

IIox. P. J. LEAHY: 'They are not always 
sold on a book muster. ~'l.s a. matter of fact, 
any compcto1t man in these da0.o, unless he 
has some reliable informa.tion, will not buy 
on a book muster. Sta.tions are bought on 
a bangtail muster, and then only after a 
very thorough inspection of the property 
by a competent man. 'The ev~(lence given 
before this Select Committee showed that 
in some cases the inspection uf these stations 
lasted only for a few days, and it was a.bso­
lutelv impossible for any m'ln, no 1natter 
how competent he might have been. to form 
mw estimate of the number of cattle on the 
!'UllS in the time, and vet the GovernmBnt 
bou,.ht them for hug-e· sums, and without 
e'.:_aggerating the 1naiter in any way, th '!Se 
stations are not only run at a great annual 
loss, but the properties arc not worth half 
the a.mount they paid for them. I could 
rPfer to every one of the State enterprises, 
and there is the same talo to tell. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIKGS: Not with every one. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Thoro is but one 
exception, and that in regard to the State 

Hon. P. J. Leahy 1 
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hotel, and probably anyone could make a 
success of that. \Vhen we find a Govern­
ment with such an alanning record of incom­
petency and extravagance, are we justified 
in voting this huge sum of money? I know 
at the present time we are weak in numbers 
and we have not the powc'l· to alter the Bill. 
It reminds me of the lines in "Glysses-

" l\IIade weak by time and fate, 
But strong in wilL" 

If it rested with me I should make some 
very material reductions in the Bill. How­
ever, vvo have no power to do that, and 
all any hon. gentleman ea n do now is to 
point out the position the country is drifting 
into, and what the result will be if the Go­
vernment continue their course of unbridled 
extravagance. 

Question put and passed. 

Co:.~rJ\TITTEE. 
(Hon. L. "lfcDonald, Acting Chairman, in the 

chair.) 
Clauses 1 to 8, schedule, and preamble put 

and passed. 
The Council re,umed. 
The \CTIKG CHAIIl:.IL\::-1 reported the Bill 

v,-ithout arn?ndment. 
The report was adopted. 

THIRD READI!\G. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

MINES, the Bill was read a third time 
passed, and 6rdercd to be returned to th~ 
Legislative Assembly by message in the usual 
forrn. 

INF AN'f LIFE PROTECTION ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

COM:WITTEE. 
(Hon. L. llfcDonald, Acting Chairman, in 

the chair.) 
Clauses 1 to 3, put and passed. 
Clause 4-Adoption of infants-

Ha:-;. E. W. H. FOWLES said this was the 
weak point in the Bill. As the clause stood 
the parent. e>f a ch\ld could make arrange: 
ments for tto adoptwn, a.t the age of three 
years or oven at a tender age, and the 
per.son. who had adopted the child might 
mamtam and e·duoate that child and lavieh 
a good deal of affection on it and then 
when the child was fourteen vea;s of age o; 
a little older, the parents sliddenly beo~me 
1 esurrected, and claimed the child taking 
iL away and putting it to work an'd would 
b~ able to snap their fingers at the foster­
parents who for five, or ten, or twelve years 
had spent a good deal on the child. 

H.on. G. ~I'AGE-HA!\IFY: Does not this clauee 
c-bvw.te that? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Not suffi­
ciently. That was an injustice which did net 
happen every day, but it did happen some­
times. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HAKIFY: Does not subclause 
(~) cover that? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: No. He 
thought there ought to be appended to the 
scbcd~le a form of adoption. He suggested 
tL·1t 111 subclause (5), after the words "the 
Governor in Council ma,y in his discretion" 
there shollld be added the words " upon such 
te!·ms as the Governor in Council thinka 
Just." The clause did not make provision 
for the fixing of a.ny terms, and did not say 
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that the child could not be recaptured, so 
t0 ''peak, by its parents. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HAc-.:IFY: Will not the 
adoption preYenr· that Y 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: No; it would 
not override the law. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HAXIFY: Then, the Bill is 
not worth the paper it is written on? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES said it should be 
made quite clear that if the parents wished 
to_ regain possession of the child, they should 
rmmbtlrse the foster-parents. A foster-parent 
might spend £1 per week for ten :; ears upon 
n, child and then have it taken from him 
without any recompense whatever, apart from 
!he despite done to his affections. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN thought the 
suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Fowles was 
r('asonable, and one which the Minister should 
accept. Why not insert the words " on such 
terms as he m a v think fit " ? 

Hon. J. S. C~LLIKGS: I think that is im­
plied. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: '\Yell, why 
nut insert it, so as to make sure. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The Act has 
been very well thought-out by those who have 
the administration of it. 

Que tion put and passed. 
Clause 5-.4 rnrndrnent of section 16-
HoK. E. IY. H. FOWLES said this clause 

also was defective. However, it seemed to 
lee hopeless to suggest amendments. Those 
who might remain in the court during the 
hearing of a case were-" the adjudicating 
n>agistrate, an authorised officer of the State 
Ch(Jdren Department, the officers of tho 
court, a member of the Police Force, the 
complainant and defendant and their re­
spective barristers and solicitors, the mother 
c.r sister or other relative or friend of the 
c lmplain~nt, if desired by such complainant, 
any person being oxa.mined as a witness, and 
the mother or sister or female friend of any 
female witnes<>, if desired by such witness 
v~hilst being examin,•d." Surely, that was 
wrong. If the mother or sister of any female 
witness migM remain in court if desired by 
the witness, why was not the matter put 
plainly. The words did not convey what 
he understood the intention was. This would 
be the law then : that the mother or sister, 
if de·:,ired by such witness while being exam­
ined, might remain throughout the pro­
ceedings. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIKGS: There is no very 
great harm done if that is the worllt in it. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: They might as 
well have it right as wrong. 'l'he real mean­
'ng was that the mother or sister should only 
remain there at the request of the witness, 
and during the time that such witness was 
bl'ing examined. The clause also was not 
definite in regard to the exclusion of the 
Pre,s. What was there to prevent any 
shorthand writer from taking a note of the 
proceedings under the guise of being a friend 
of the child? Surely the hon. gentleman 
could see that. 

Hon. J. S. Cor.r.n;os: \Ve are quite satis­
fied with it. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 6-" Ant-endmcnt of Sl'ction 17 "­

put and pa''',od. 
The Council reeumed. 
The AcTING CHAIR:\ IAN reported the Bi li 

without amPndment. 
The report was adopted. 
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THIRD READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR :YIINES: I 

beg to move-
" That the Bill be now read a third 

tirne." 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: If the Govern­
ment wish to prohibit the publication of any 
of the dcpoeitions, I would ask the hon. 
gentleman to consid<:>r an amendment to 
clause 5, because the clause at present does 
not prohibit the publication of depositions. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS: The Press are not 
allowed there at all. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: What is there 
to prevent a solicitor's clerk from taking 
shorthand notes while the proceedings are 
on and taking them outside? 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS: He would only do it 
once. The magistrate would prevent it. 

HoK. E. W. H. FOWLES: How can the 
magistrate prevent it? As a matter of fact, 
the lawyer's clerk takes down a longhand 
report of all the evidence. 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS: Anvwav you are out 
of order. - ·' 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: l\'ot at all. 
You cr,n mention anvthing on the third 
reading. It is never t"oo late to mend. If 
the Government wish to prohibit the publica­
tion of depositions they should amend the 
clause. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

JI.-1INES, tho Bill was pasc.cd, and ord •rod to 
be roturnPd to the Legislative Assomblv bv 
message in the usua I fDrm. 

0 0 

MINERS' HOMESTEAD PERPETUAL 
LEASES ACT Al\1END:MENT BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR l.IINES: I 
beg to present a Bill to amend tbe Minms' 
Homestead Perpetual Lease·, Act of 1913 in 
certain particulars. I desire tD get the Bill 
through all its stages to-night, for the reason 
that it is a non-contentious measure, and the 
Standing Orders have been suspended to 
allow Bills to pass all stag·es in one day. I 
beg to nwve-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
ti1ne." 

Question put and passed. 

SECOKD READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 

beg to n1ove-
" That the Bill he now read a socDnd 

time." 
It is a short Bill of three claus('e. 

Hon. ~\. G. C. HAWTHORK: What IS it all 
about'! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If 
the. hon. geJC!tleman _will give me the oppor­
tumty, I w1ll explam the provisions of the 
Bill. Alth~)l:gh thi~ is a very small Bill, 
from a mmmg pomt of Yiew it is very 
important. It is well known thn~t we are 
establishing three coalmines-at Bowen, Bara­
laba, and Styx River; and. under the per­
petual lease system of selecting land under the 
Lands Department, it is not possible for the 
Mines Department to mine for coal under 
the lease. In other words, if we 0stablish 
a town at these places under the Land Act, 

and mine for coal under the areas of town. 
ship allotments, we would need to pay royalty 
for that coal. In my opinion there has been 
too much of that kind of thing in the past­
the State giving a\vay something it has to 
buy back. We have a Miners' Homestead 
Perpetual Lea.sos Act, and und<1r that Act 
the Mines Department has a right to mine 
on the town allotments. The coal is the 
property of tho State. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is only 
when you have perpetual leases. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES: Just 
so; that is the main provision of the Bill. 
Under the Act also. a person must be a 
bona fide resident of a field buforo he ean 
apply for land as a miners' homestead. It is 
not possible to establish a town if you con­
line the applications to these few persons at 
present r0sident on the field. Take the Bowen 
coalfield, where there is likely to be a large 
town. Therefore, this Bill proposes to 
broaden the other Act and make it possible 
for people other tha.n resident' on these 
coalfields to become applicants for township 
allotments under the Miners' Homestead Per­
petual Leases 4,ct. That, I think, is a wiso 
provision. Busmcss men will, no doubt, want 
to est 1blish businesses at these places, and 
at pre2ent tbey would be debarred from 
taking up an allotment under our Act, and 
the only alternative is that we establish a 
town under the Lands Act. And if we 
C'·tablish a town under the Lands Act we 
would not be able to mine for coaL I pro­
pose to make these purely mining towns. The 
Bowen township has been surveved for some 
time. A proper town ha.s been '!aid out anci 
surveyed on model and modern lines. There 
is a clause in this Bill to make provision for 
re~crving certain sections of that town or 
other towns for the min<1rs emp;oyed in the· 
mines, so that they will have priority in 
certain sections. Not an individual priority 
of application, but certain ~cctions will be 
reserved and set aside for applicants who 
arc employed in the mine. I think that is a 
very wise provision. Kot the whole of th<, 
township. but we will take half a dozen 
soctions. if half, a doz.c·n sections will satisfy 
the employees at the present time. and thev 
will get priority as employe<'o in the mine. 

0 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Do vou propose to take 
away the coal rights from' men who now have 
them legally? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No; 
they have no coal rif(hts. I wad to avoid 
giving away coal rights which belong to the 
State. There are coal seams 5~ miles long 
along the ]\" orth Coast line between Maokay 
and Rockhampton. I took an option of that 
property, a.nd we complf'ted the purchase 
about a fortnight ago. \Ve were compelled 
to buy for the State that which was required 
for the Slate. It was onlv a small arf'a. We 
want to avoid that sort of thing at Baralaha 
and St;.rx River, \Yhero we have large areas 
reserved for the State to be worked for thG 
Sh.te. And \Ve also want to give to people 
who wish to establish businesses at those 
places an opportunity of selecting land, 
whether they are n·<idcnt.o of the fields or not, 
which they wnnot do at the present time, 
and to rc~erve certain allotmonh for the 
miners, who will get priority as employees. 

l think tho Bill is an admirable measure; 
it will be wekomed by many busincBs people 
who desire to take up allotments at these 
various towns, and be very accept·able to the 

Hon. A . .} . J vnes .. J 
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miners who work on the field. If there are 
any points in the Bill which are not clear to 
h<Jn. gentlemen, as the Bill has only be ·n 

circulated to-ni~ht, I ,,-ill not be 
[7.30 p.m.] opposed to postponing the Corn· 

mittee st-age of the Bill until to­
morrow or a future day. but preferable· to­
ll10lTOW. I have much pleasure in lnoving­

" That the Bill be now read a s0cond 
ti1:1c.'' 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTIIORJ'.;: The sug­
ge,tion of the Minister that the Committee 
stage bo defcrr~~d till t·o-morrow is a good 
one, u' vre have only just seen the Bill. I 
am sure that hon. gentlemr·n will only be 
too glad to as.;;ist in passing a nwasure which 
will enable any of these coalf1clds to he 
settlBd permanently, and gin> eYcryhody an 
opportunity of taking a leaBe, particularly 
those who arc prepared to carr:. out the con­
ditions of the lf'asc". ':::'he ~1inistcr said that 
some of the blocks are to be rcsencd for 
miners only who are workin 1~ there. ·will 
the lease have a condition that the miner has 
to be continuously employed a' " miner, and 
that his k:1se will be forfeited as 8oon as he 
cc a ~os to be a Ininer? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :"'~o, it will not. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORl\: Suppose he 

goes to \vork for a week, he is a rniner, and 
he can sell the lease at a profit and clear 
out. I am sure t.hat is not intended. It seems 
to me that the lease should provide that the 
man who is getting a profen~n~e as a ruiner 
should continue to be a minor while he holds 
the lea<e; otherwise there is no point in it. 
The privilege will soon be availod of by the 
general public, who will be only too willing 
to traffic in these things. A man ma:· be a 
miner for a few day•, and then sell; and 
somebody who is not a miner will get a 
preference "hich he should not get. It ·"'ems 
to me that that might easily happen. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: vVe onlv res0rve 
a few sections just to meet the reqt;irements 
of the field. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORl\: Directlv a 
miner takes up a block, he will pro'H1bly h~ve 
the right to tran"fer. ·would you re•trict 
him from transferring to anyone else but a 
miner, or has he merely to get the preference 
becau"e he has workrd there a week or two, 
and can then pacs it on to somebody else? 
That is a point that might be looked into bv 
the Minister, and precaution taken either in 
the lease or regulations to fJrevcnt it. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'vfJNE·' : I think we can 
overcome that. He muBt. be a bona fide 
111]1181'. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'-J: Only at the 
time he takes up. He will be given prefer­
ence, and he neBd not be a perpetual miner. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Then you take 
.nv.1e:~y .his 1·ieht~. You n1ust compel hin1 to 
alwa:·s work for us, or otherwise h;; will lose 
his home. 

I-I oN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR~: Or soli to a 
bona lido miner. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : In the original 
Act, they have to be bona fide minors and 
rc.'sicle on the land. 

HoN. _\. G. C. HA WTHOR~: Here he 
does not do any improvements. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR MINES: Oh, yes; that is 
nne of the conditions. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: If you make 
it a requirement that he shall spend a certain 

[Hon. A. . .T. J ones. 

a1nount Df n1onev .and do C'crtain tvork on It, 
that will even it up, 

Th>' SECRETARY FOR :'vl!NEI': That is the con­
dition at present. 

HoN. A. G. C. IIAWTHORX: We shall be 
only too glad to see these fields successful, 
and to give everybody an opportunity of 
taking up the allotments. 

IIox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I would point 
out that this Bill proposes to amend the Per­
petual Lcaoes Act. under which the minimum 
lease is 20 acres. i'Jo 1niner in a n1ining tov~·n 
''ants 20 acres to live on; all he wants is 
about four allotment,, probably. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This is a mining 
tovrnship. I am only referring to an acre as 
the maximum. The allotments are all sur­
veyed in k-acre blocks. 

HoN. E. ,,._ H. FOWLES: Where are the 
conditions with regard to :irnprovcmcnts in a 
£-acre block~ I-Io-.,y ran a man in1prove it 
exu;pt by putting· a house on it? U ne! er the 
original Act the J',1ini·,tcr savti there are con-
ditions of improvement. · 

Tlw SECReTARY FOR MJ)IES: Yes; conditions 
of residence. 

HoN. K W. H. FOV;LES: I find there arP 
C'onditions of in1proven10nts 1vith regard to 
leases in section' 20 and 21 of the m·ig-inal 
Act, but "·here arc the conditions of improve­
ment for !,-acre blocks? There is nothing 
to prcYcnt a man going up there and earning· 
hi" \Vagcs in the mine for if1 fortnight, and 
takinp; up his !,-acre block and selling it to 
an~ Did\:, Tom, or Harry that C'omcs along. 
It is an open invitation to dummying. The 
miE<tnke a 11ont this little an1r>nd-ing measure 
is that it is draftod on to a Perpetual Leo<es 
Act which deals with larger areas o£ land. 

Quec,tion put and pasc c.d. 

The SECRETARY FOR }li~ES: I move­

" That the consirle1 at ion of the Bill in 
Committee stand an Order of the Da:: for 
to-rnorro\Y." 

am quite ,,-illing to take the Cornn1ittee 
sbagc of the Bill to-n1orTow. Ilon. gentlemen 
will have an onportunity of comnaring th0 
Bill with the original Act. The Bill has been 
drafted a fe·.v days, and it was printed to­
night. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA'' THOR:\: "'hose recom­
mendation is it? 

The SECRETAPY FOR MI::"JES: :\h- own 
recommendation. \\"}ton hon. gcntlcmerl conl­
naro this Bill with the nrincipal Art they will 
find it is quite all right, .an-d \\ill overcoml:~ 
the difficultv I mentio1w,cl on the second ro<J.d­
ing. \Ve will go on with the Committee stage 
to-n1orrow. 

QuPstion put and pa<.,ed. 

FI::\A~CIAL AD~\H:l\TSTRATIO::"J OF THE 
GOYERN:\fE='JT. 

RE~'GMPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
the resumption of the debate on the Hon. J\Ir. 
Fowlcs's motion with reference to the financial 
administration of the Government-

The SECRETARY FOR MINES said: I 
desire to say a word or hvo on this motion 
in reply to wme of the mi-otatements of hon. 
members opposite. The motion really falls 
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into two parts--that the people be more fully 
infor1ned concerning certain alleged facts; 
and that, in view of those facts, the peclfllc 
be given an opportunit:.· to determine certain 
things. I think the motion fails miserably 
in both points. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
desire that the people should be given an 
opportunity, as the motion .,ays, to detennine 
certain thing·>-to determirw. I suppose, the 
fate or otherwise of this Government. 

Hon. A. G. C. li&WTHORX: Ye.•. a referen­
dum on the abolition of the Council, for 
instance. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI""ES: \Ve 
were frc·,h from the people bvelve months 
from to--day. 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: You were 20,000 votes 
behind. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1I="ES: We 
are the strongest party in the Asoembly. \Ve 
havo a majority there. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: A majority of one. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIINES: They 
have a majority of nine on the first plank of 
the Labour platform-the abolition of the 
Council. The Hon. 2'.1r. Fowles's motion is 
not altogether fair to the Government, nor 
to the Auditor-General. For instance, it 
reads-

" That the people of Queensland be 
more fully informed concerning the fol­
lowing alarming facts as disclosed in the 
Auditor-Gon~ral's report for the financial 
year 1920-1921." 

Then it goes on to paragraphs (a), (b), (c), 
(d), (e), (f), (g), and so on. To a person out­
eide it would look as if these words were used 
by tho Auditor-General, and were contained 
in his report. It certainly reads that way. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: :\re thev not 
all fair deductions? · 

The SECRETARY FOR ::Y1INES: No. 
The hon. ge-ntleman has certainly taken some 
ui the fi.;ures from the Auditor-General's 
report, but the comn1ents are his ovvn. The 
1notion l Jntains the f.ollo,)"''ing cxpre.;::sions:-

"Alarming facts." 
" Galloping increases." 
"Burdens imposed on the people." 
"A perpetual millstone fastened around 

the necks of the electors." 
"Forced by this GoYernn1ent." 
"An annual staggering burden." 
" Threatening the solvency of the 

State." 
"\\"rested from the people's pockets." 
"·wrung from the people to bolster up 

costly State enterprises.'' 
"An insidious and unnecessary super-

tax." 
"Politi~al interfn-ence." 
" A colossal sink." 
"By v'hich non-paying propositions are 

purcha ,ed on certain terms by the 
Government, and after being temporarily 
rnn at a loss th,,l fall bankrupt is a 
disastrous policy." 

"}1anipulated." 
" Dis:honost statement." 

Owing to the clever waY in which this 
motion is worded, it would read as if these 
n'marks were contained in the Auditor­
General's report. That is what I object to. 

It is unfair. not only to the Government­
that, after all, is not of very great concern­
but it is certainlv unfair to the Auditor­
General. This Co;,_ncil requires strict proof 
of some of these allegations, and the hon. 
gentleman, in his three hours' speech, has 
given no proof at all. I will take, first of 
al I, my own department-the Mines Depart­
ment. The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn, the Hon. 
~\lr. Fow!es, and other hon. gentlemen who 
have spc-ken on this motion quoted, not from 
the Auditor-General's report, but from the 
"Courier" leading article of 5th October. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR::-1: I do not think 
I have spoken on this motion at all. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: Even 
to-day, en another quc;tion, the hon. gentle­
man dragged in the enterprises controlled by 
myself as Secretary for Mine;. 

Hon. L\. G. C. HAW'fHORN: I rea·d the 
Auditor-General· report. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman read the " CouriPl'" article 
of 5th October, 1921. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR::-1: I did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
intend to read it, too, and I also intend to 
reau the Auditor-General's report. The 
''Courier'' savs-

." The ar~enic mine at Jibbenbar shows 
a loss of £46.800." 

To put it as mildly as one can possibly do, 
that is certainlv a deliberate untruth, and 
hon. gentlemen" repeated it. Hon. members 
in the Assembl•.· ha vc taken this article and 
quoted it as ·coming from th.e Auditor­
General. In his report, the Auditor-General 
does not .. ay anything of the kind. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Do you say 
that I said that'? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I cay 
it has bef'n said in this Council. The hon. 
gentleman said there was a loss on every 
mining enterprise controlled by the depart­
ment. That is not sr1. 

Hon. A. G. C. liAWTHOR::-1: It is so. You 
are speaking in generalities now. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIKES: I am 
going to quote from the Audi.tor-Gencral's 
report, and we do not mmd saymg what the 
loss is. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: What did you do with 
the lo" on \V arra ? 

Th. SECRETARY FOR n·IINES: The 
1 oss on IV arra is not as sta tod, either. Hon. 
gentlemen know very well that the Auditor­
Grmeral, in his report, shov:s that over £7,000 
worth of material and plant have been sold 
from \Varra, which makos up the greater 
part of the loss in connection v. ith that mine, 
.md the loss is much under £2n,OOO. Yet hon. 
gentlemen in this Chamber say t~~t the.lo~~ 
on vVarr" was £47,GOO, and the Couner 
said tho loss on the anenic mine at Jibbonbar 
is £46.800. What the Auditor-General says 
!S-

"The expenditure during the year 
amountl'd to £18.524 9s. 7cl .. making a 
total expenditure of £58.108 14s. 10d. 
sint"D the con1n1enCE:'lTIC'llt of operations in 
February, 1918. The coli cctions from 
inception amount to £11.305 18s. 9d., 
leaving a net balance of £46,802 1Gs. 1d." 

On the oth• r side of the column ho'h. gentle­
men will sN, assets such as buildings, stores 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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and tools, machinery and plant, min<> develop­
ment, horses, harnr~,s, n1otor-rars and nlotor­
lorries, fuel and timber. office fm:niture. sun­
dry debtors, ore on hand, ars<'mc on hand, 
and "Lo•,, for current year, £4,79? 2'3. 9d." 
I want to remind hon. gentlemen that we are 
th0 only department that has taken one step 
toward.; the eradication of prickly-pear in 
this State. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is perfect non-
5cnse. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORK: Who put Roberts 
on at Dulacca? 

The SECRETARY FOH. MI".'\ES: It 
f:til<>d. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: He tried to do 
smnething, and he was giYcn every oncour­
ag~ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: If 
hen. gentlemen read the paper this morning, 
tlwy will sec what a valuable product we 
arto prochcing at Jibben'.Jar. vYith thu excep­
tio!! of a few tons, we are the only people in 
Australia y. ho ha vo arsenic to supply to the 
people. The k"l in connection with Jibbon­
bar is £4,797, and the Auditor-General 

" Tho loss incurred during the voar is 
c.hiefly due to the fact that the arsenic 
ordered prior to 31st December, 1920. 
was sold at £23 per ton, "hon req,1ired 
for prickly-pear destruction, and £25 per 
ton for other purposec .. " 

The :Mines Department soils it to the Lands 
Depal'tma'lt at £23 per ton, and the Lands 
Department soils it to the selectors for £10 
pPr ton. Had. wo sold the number of tons 
we produ-::ed at tho lowest emoted market 
price during last year, "\Ye 1.vot!ld have made 
>L profit 0f £10.000 or £12,000, as against a 
ims of £4,797. 

Hon. E. Vv. H. FowLES : If you ha.d done 
differently you would be a different Govern­
ment. 

TIH' SECRETARY FOH. MINES: We 
gave it to the selector for £10 per ton. 

Hon. P. ,J. LEAHY: You only supplied 
136 tons at that price. 

The SECRE'.rARY FOR MINES: The 
l:on. gentleman knows we supplied a great 
deal more than that. vVe sold it for the 
purpose of destroying prickly-pear and for 
other purposes. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: You sold more 
to outside people than you sold to selectors. 

The :SECRETARY FOR MINES: White 
arsenic 011 the 5th October (this month) was 
quoted in Melbourne a.t £80 per ton and 
grey ancnic, which we produce, is quoted at 
£62 per ton, and in Svdnov at £65: and the 
day before yesterday, "in order to k'eop faith 
with t.he prickly-pear selectors of this State, 
I refuse-d an order for 20 tons of arsenic 
at £50 pn ton on rails Stanthorpe. In S'1ite 
of that, we give it to the selector at £10 'per 
ton. 

}Ion. E. W. H. FowLES: That was bad 
bu::iness. 

The SECRETARY FOR :!\HNES: We do 
i hat, instead of employing the roundabout 
1.:1cthod of saying to the prickly-pear sole<:­
tor, " If you buy our arsenic at £60 per 
ton, we will give you a bonus of £50 per 
ton." If we adopted that method we would 
get the kudos of giving a bonus to the selector 

[lion. A. J. Junes. 

of £50 per ton on every ton of arsenic 
supplied. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES : The arsenic mine 
is shut up now. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IINES: We are 
r.ot producing this month, because we are 
renovating th<> plant. I want to show how 
unfair it is for a leading journal in this 
State to say deliberately that there is a 
bg loss. 

Hon. T. ,J. O'SHEA: I• that the question 
hdore the Council? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 
hon. gentleman does not like it, he can go 
a\\ ay and leave the Council. He is not l-,ere 
veorv often. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: It is like your im­
pertinence. You arc talking about ":nne­
thing that has nothing to do with the motion 
at all. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: If the 
hon. gentleman will road the motion, he 
v·ill i1nd that it is oomprehensive enough to 
de 1! with anything. I want to emphasis(; 
thrrt the Auditor-General has pointed out 
the t the lo·s on the arsenic mine ,,·as not 
£116.800, ac stated by the "Courier," but 
3::4,700, and that loss is due to the fact that 
the GoYernmcnt ,old the product to the 
selectors at a ridiculouslv low cost. \Ve are 
keeping our compact with the selectors, and 
we aro doing that bccauE,e we are desirom 
of doing something tov, ards eradicating 
prickly-pear from our lands. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: You have not 
·cione away with the debit of £46,802 which 
thP Auditor-General shows. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman should c;o out there and see 
the valuable plant we have up there. I 
know we put £5 5s. 9d. per ton on every ton 
oi arsenic we produce to nllow for depre­
ciation on the mine, and, although we know 
that mine will probably have a life of 100 
years, we intend to have the capital cost 
written off in ten years. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: The Auditor­
General ta vs no interest has been charged. 
fs that true or not true? 

The SECH.ETARY FOR MINES : The 
same argument has been advanced against the 
BaralabEt State Coalmine, and against the 
St.' x River Coalmine. The' say thero is a 
loss of £13,000 on the Bualab~t State Coal­
mine. That is not so. The loss, since the 
productive stage was reac,hed, is only £1,387. 
I admit there should not have been a. loss 
at all, and there will not be a loss at the end 
of this financial year. 

Hon. A. G. c.· HAWTHORX: Is the coal any 
good for raihvay purposes? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IINES: It. is 
cc·rh.inly good, but it is not the best. It is 
better than the Ipswich coal, but it is not 
as good as the St:Tx River nor a.s good an 
Bowen coal. It is better in one respect than 
the Dlair Athcl coal : it will do more work 
than the Blair Athol coal, but it is not so 
caBy to fire. The loss on Bamlaba is £1,387 
5>. 10d., not £13,000, as stat<>cl in the other 
House ancl as stated in the leading article 
in the "Courier." Probably there should 
not be a loss at all. There has been an ex­
p<'nditure of £3,457 in prospecting opera­
tions. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Which is 
written off. 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
and any company engaged in the mining 
industry very often has to spend a lot of 
money before they get any return, and our 
mine has just now reached its producmg 
stage. Since the 30th June this year WB 

have been showing a profit of 
[8 p.m.] 1s. 7d. per ton on Baralaba coal. 

On the Styx River, it has been 
stated, there has been a loss of £7,000. The 
Auditor-General's report does not SiY that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Auditor­
General says you paid no int:::rost on Bara­
laba State Coalmine. When vou talk of a 
loss vou do not treat th,, m~'tter properly. 
If people had not to pay interest it often 
v'ould be a different proposition for them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is another <]UCction. The ~\uditor-General, 
referring to the Styx River report, does not 
:3aV a '+', ord about intcrc'-'t. 

flan. A. G. C. HAW1'HORX: Yes, he does. 
Hon. E. \V. H. Fowus: You have not read 

the Auditor-General's report on your own 
Ininc. 

The SECRETARY FOR :YIINES: There 
was a loss of £6,799 on the Styx River, but 
the difference in the sales of coal and the 
actual working expenses is only £342. 
Look at the amount of prospecting and 
developmental work done. The whole sum 
total of the matter is that hon. gentlemen 
opposite do not understand mining enter­
prise'>, or they would know that when you 
engage in such enterprises 3·Du do not often 
get the return in the first year of your 
operations to meet all the expenditure. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowus: YDu <mgagcd in 
an undertaking '' hich C<Jst £3,700, and :vou 
could have obtained the same information 
by putting down a bore costing £300. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
want to point <Jut that this mean, that there 
was a loss of only £200 or £300. In the case 
of the arsenic 1nine also, this is explained 
in the Auditor-General's report \vhy th0re 
was a loss. There is no more profitable 
enterprise in this State had we sold the 
product at market values, which we could 
easily have done. The hon. gentleman also 
do;dt with the Railwa},; Department. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Will vou prove 
that there is a surplus now? • 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: No; 
I am not g<Jing to attempt that. I can prove 
that this Government in 1915 passed an Act 
repealing the Railway; Guarantee Act of 
1895. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That \Yas a party 
question at the elections. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
say we repealed that Act. and thereby had 
to forego an indebtedn0ss on railways con­
structed amounting to £57,214 in 1912-1913. 
£83,4~) in 1913-1914, and £79,734 in 1914-
1915. There was an aJormal loss of £120,000 
for 1915-1916, £191,0nO"for 1916-1917. £296,000 
for 1917-1918. £345.000 for 1918-1919. £350.000 
for 1919-1920, and £354,000 for 1920-1921. 
There is a simple way of making railways 
pay, and hon. gentlBmen opposite know that. 

Hon. E. W. I-I. FOWLES: What is it? 
The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: To 

raise fa res and freights. 
Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: You would kill 

husinr"··S if you did that. If tramways fares 
were increased to 1s., nobod~' would travel 
by them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
would travel JUSt the same; they are forced 
to travel, except on very ~hart sections. 
\Yhat happened when the pnces of admis­
sion to theatres and picture shows were 
increased? Did they lose patronage because 
of it? Not at all. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOHS: Yes; they had 
to close one in Qneen street. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: 
repeat there is only one way to make rail­
ways pay, and that is to increas.e fares and 
freights. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Not at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR :c\1INES: We 
have the greatest mileage in the Common­
wealth, and especially when you compare 
populations. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: And the greatest loss 
and inefficiency. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. 
\Ve have in vt~ry many instances ch-eaper fares 
t•nd freights, even comparcrl with the railways 
of America. 

Hon. T. J. O'S!!EA: You have lost 
£6,000,000 in six years. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Pcr-
8<Jnallv, I think railwav fares and freights 
should be reviewed and ~ome of the anomalies 
corrected, so that \-re n1ay have rnore uniform 
charges. I believe there are very many 
anomalies and thev arc vcrv difficult to 
correct. It would be quite a· big contract, 
and if we attempted to raise fares sub­
stantially hon. gentlemen opposite would be 
the first to cry out. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOHS: You would be 
stopping production. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINRS: Hon. 
gentlemen know very well that no country, 
no young country like this, can expect its 
railwaYs to pay directly. I say they do pay 
now indireetlv. \Vhen we took oflice we 
paid our wDrkmen higher wages. They wer.e 
sweated under our predecesoors. 

Hon. P. J. LrAHY: They were more con­
tented than they are now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
remember leading a deputation to tho 
Yrinister for R:1ilways asking for a paltry 
increase of 6d. per day for the lengthsmen 
and construction workers, who were theu. 
getting 6s. per day. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Six shillingo then would 
ga further than 15s. no\Y. 

Thr SECRETARY FOR MINES: Pm­
sibly it will be necessary to increase fa"es 
and freights unless our population increas€s 
materially. \Ve build many railways tbat 
cannot possibly be explcted to pay. I ven­
ture this opinion : That i.f tho railway is 
extended t<J the Northern Burnett, that 
beautiful area of good lnnd of which we have 
h<c: <rd so much, the railway will not pav for 
some considerable time. I think the C{)]n­
missioner estimates that there will be a loss. 
The Gnder Secretary for Lands was <]llos­
tioned regarding the matt·'r, and he stated 
that the increase to the Lands Department 
revenue would more than pay for the loss 
on the railway. That is the c"''' with many 
of our lines in Queensland, a.nd that is why 
I say that the railways pay indirectly. 

I-I on. E. VV. H. FOWLES: Only tl1~~~ .-.n~ 
of ceventy-two sections of our railways are 
paying. 

H()n. A. J. Jones.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Pos­
siblo:. One of the best paying lines last ye~r. 
I thmk, was the Chille..goe line; aleo another 
mmmg line between Cloncurry and Towns­
ville. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: You cannot 
say they are paying now '! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ko, 
becauco of the low state of the metal market, 
which is causing companies to close down. I 
bdieve that, in a country like Queensland, 
we must be prepared to build railways with­
out the hope of irnm0diate direet payment, 
so as to encourage settlement. Hon. gentle­
men opposite also made reference to the 
lo., on Chilla.goe \Vorks, which was quoted 
at £47.000. That is stated in the Auditor­
General's report. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Did you not 
tell us that you would not work it unless it 
was a paying propo"ition '! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
loss would be greater now. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA\\THORN: You jeered 
be< a use the Chillagoe Companv could not 
make it pay. · 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: vVe 
made it pay in the first few months, but this 
House prevented our having it for two vears 
when copper was high priced. · 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You know you caused 
a delay in this House. · 

The SECRETARY FOR 11INES: The 
hor,>. gentleman knows that w·· purchased 
C~1llagoc wh~n copJWr was selling at a high 
pr1ce. Machmery had to be renovated, but 
neyerthelcss we made a profit for a few 
months; then the bottom fell out of the 
metals market, and we slJOw a loss like other 
mining concerns do ber~usc of the absurdly 
low price of copper. 

Hon, A. H. PARNELL: You made a better 
bargain by waiting. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1V1INES: The 
price a.t which it was first offered was not 
accevtable to tlu~ Go,~Prnnlcnt AnvhO'i\T \VC 

ane r<>sponsible for the empl;yment of 'oYer 
LOOO men at Chillagoe. I ask--"Is it not better 
to ke0p tlwm employed? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHO.RX: And vou will 
still keep on, notwithstanding the ioss 9 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: The 
opinion is that copper muot go down to the 
level ~f tho cho,,.p<'Bc producing country. 
?'he pnco of copper is £88 JO.,., and bullion 
IS worth £88 per ton--a difference of only 
10s. 

Hon .. \. G. C. HAWTHOTIK: Y\"ould it not 
be bdtm to sell at that price and Jr.,c only 
10s. per ton and get the cush? 

The SECRET.'\RY FOR JIIINES: Ko: tlw 
intcrc:·t per ;tmlUm could not possibly be 
more than £6 per ton. and '"'' should lw verv 
much cli~appointed if tht'l'e is not a rise ~f 
£6 per ton in the price of COP!·Cr within the 
m xt three montl1s. -

Hon. \V. ,T. Dux:-TAN: The fact that Mount 
Mm·gan is attempting to reopen th·· matter 
shows that they are quite satisfied of that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI='IES: I ·'"" 
that the Government is rig-ht in holdino- th'e 
copp?r ~nd in kcepin~· Chillagoe opc

0

n in 
antJmpa.twn of a speedy return to a reason­
able pr1ce for copper. I think, eyentnally, 

[Hon. "4 .T. Jones. 

we shall be able to prove that is a very 
wis0 action. I be!ieye the Mount Morgan 
Company could have done the same. I have 
no desire to speak longer on this motion. I 
lwYe quite a lot of notes bore on many other 
matters. I simply rise to correct the leading 
article in the " Courier." 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I do not think 
you have corrected them. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\IINRS: I am 
vurc I haYe. \Vhcn a paper publishes a bold 
statement that the los·, was £47,000, whereas 
the lo'< was only £4,000, it is either a typo­
graphical error or a deliberate misstatement. 
I have proved also that a profit would have 
been made on the enterprise but for our 
keen desire to help those people on the land 
who, unfortunately, haYe received a legacy 
from previous Governments. 

IIoK. P. J. LEAHY: In speaking on this 
matter, I do not intend to make a second 
rc·ading· speech. In reality, therP is nothing 
h reply to, because, since we had the plea­
sure of listening to the iYiinister, from the 
Lime he first entered the House right up 
to the present time, he has made statements 
of a similar kind-that there were never 
lo'· .. es of an." kind made on the mines, and 
that he prop}wcied that next year there would 
b· a profit.. 'The Miuistcr touched upon the 
copper rnine and al~o upon the ar~enic mine, 
but he did not tell us anything about those 
other State enterprises on which there have 
been such huge losses. But Yrr. Fowles, in 
hi·; motion, does not refer to the losses of the 
:Minister for Mines alorlP. but to losses on the 
whole of the GoY_>rnnwnt's enterprise;;, and he 
quotes the 1:\uditor-Ucncral's report in cor­
roboration of his sbttements. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES : His figures on 
the soldiers' settlements are £2,000 out. 

lioN. P. J. LEAHY: I will mako a sugges­
tion. and that is, that if Mr. Fowles misstated 
anything contained in that report. that the 
Government should dp the same as it did with 
the Governor's SIWeC'h last year and send 
broadnct among-st the people 400,000 copies 
of the Auditor-General's report. 

Hon. IY. ,J. Duxsn:-.;: Your leader·s arc 
crying ccono1ny. 

Ho:-;. P. J. LEAHY: We have no leaders. 
EvQry man is a law unto hi1nself, which is 
n:ore than can be said by hon. gentlemen 
opposite. If that doctunent were sent out in 
the numbers I mentioned. the electors would 
be in a position to forn1 their' own conclu,,ions. 
Cuming to the arPnnic n1ine, aecording to the 
:\finister the loss was £50 per ton by supplying 
136 tons to farmers fr>r the deocruction of 
Jn·ickly-pclr. Supposinv his statcrncnt were 
true. it would only amount to about £7,000. 
),nd if the interest wore charged up, it would 
be found that the whole transaction would 
110t sho"\v a profit. 

The SECHETARY FOR JltiDlES: Can't :, ~u giYe 
us. credit for giving the sPJectors arsenic at 
£10 per ton when the markd price was £70 
per ton? 

Ho;,;. P .• J. LEAHY: I am giving you 
crc•dit for £50 per ton. The Minister did not, 
tell us anything- at all about the failure of 
hi 3 Governn1cnt to clear prickl)--pcar on 
CrmYn land. The pear on Crown land is one 
of the worst menaces Queensland has got to­
day. I do not say the pear is the biggest pest: 
I think the Government is. I remember the 
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glowing statements the Minister made when 
he tried to get the Council to pass the Chil­
lagoe Bill. He proph~sicd wonderful things. 
The Council put a limit as regards the 
amount he could spend, and ho now says 
if they had not put on that limit he could 
have made huge profit3. As a matter of fact, 
h,J disregarded that limit and spent just 
as much moneY as he wished, so that the 
action of tho Council was not responsible if 
he did not turn out a largo quantity of 
copper. Take a comprchensiYo survey of the 
whole of tho State enterprises. It can be 
said. without contradicton, that few or any 
of the State enterprises ha Ye beE'n run "ith­
out a loss. Look at the huge loss on the 
n,;,shops and in comwction with the fi·.h 
trawler fro1n down South~bought at a. huge 
price and no1v rotting some 1,'·here. Look at 
the "Douglas :iYlaw&•1n." Look at everything 
the Governme·Jt has undertaken in the way 
of State enterprises-the meatshops, for 
ir:stance. The Government is running them 
at a lo-···. The Charlevillo shops have boon 
running at huge losses; but in order to cover 
the losses the Government sold a large num­
b•.·r of cattle to the Charlevillc State butcher 
shops, who sold them to a New South \Vales 
bttyt'r and made a profit of £4 per head. This 
is how they bolster up their State enterprises. 
Tl1cre is the huge sum of money which they 
received from the Federal Government and 
credited it to the butcher shops in Brisbane, 
and in this way covered up their los.<es. \Ve 
remember also when Parliament introduced 
the Bill to enable a Stat•! Produce Agency to 
be established what a great advantage it was 
going to be, and how the Government was 
going to make a profit. \\hat do we find? 
\Yhy. a huge loss on last year's trans::tctions! 
Coming to the railways, the Minister did 
not tell us that to-da0' thne were employed 
on the railways 3,000 or 4.0WI more persons 
than were employed at the time this Govern­
ment came into office. It would be just as 
well if '.·ou took those rrlC'n out of the service 
and ga~·c them a perpetual holiday on full 
salaries. '"fh0.:::e railways \YOre a pa,ying asset 
before this Government came into power. 
'The raihva~' chargP.;; vvere l'f",1sonable, tho 
c•mployeos >Ycro contented. production was 
ir.creasing. and the service was not over­
Inanned. Since the Governmf'nt carnc into 
office it has nut on thousands of men who 
were not war'.ted in the railwM·s and who 
arc lost to production. But it ·is the same 
i•t eyery State enterprise. 'rho fact remains 
that, wheneYer the blighting hand of this 
Government has been laid on any industry, 
no matter how nrofitablc that induc'ry is, 
the profit vanishes. If it >•hould bo the 
misfortune of this country for tho Gm·ernment 
to continue as it has during the past year 
or tv. o, I think e,·er~·thing· indicates that we 
shall reach a condition when it will bo quco,_ 
tionable whether we shall be able to pay 
the inte:·c·'t on our public debt. \Ve must not 
ow·rlook the fact that we arc constantly 
ndding to our inten}~+ Liil eYcry~ year and 
production is not increasing: The taxpayer 
B bnrdened \Yjth a larg,_) svn1 of n1oncy < ach 
year to make up the deficiencY on these 
things and the railways ha Ye ione to the 
bad to such an extent that in a vear or two 
the people of Queensland >Yould Le better off 
if thev owned no railways at all. The crying 
need of this country-not only of Queemland, 
but of all the States-is more production. 

Hon. T. L. JoxES: You cannot sell what 
you produce now. 

HoN. P. J. LI<;AHY: You must produce 
the right thing. The hon. gentleman !mows 
twrfectly well that if the farmers produced 
more than they do now they could sell it. 

Hon. T. L. J ONES: vVhat about the mea·?. 
works? 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: We know that i~ 
wo produce more wool we can sell it. It is 
impos ible for us to continue as at present 

with the ever-increasing burden 
[8.30 p.m.] of int··· rest on our public debt. 

\Ve find that t-here is a tendonc .. 
for tlw people of .\ustralia to flock to tl1e 
cities. I say that the community is becoming 
demoralised-that this condition of things is 
rrffecting all classes of the community. \Vc 
have a larger number of unemployed tha;1 
\H' have had for years before. Carpenters, 
bricklayers, and other workers are walking 
the stre-ets. 

Hon. T. L. JoNES: You have them in' oYer" 
country in the world. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: There is some excuse 
for it in other countries, but we have not 
suffered from the war as other count·ries have. 
I do not remember any previous occasion 
when there were so manv men who wanted 
work and could not got it. The fact of the 
Govcrnn1ent ren1aining in power is adding to 
the unemployment. Anyone, with the excep­
tion of a Labour fanatic. knows that there 
will be no prosperity in Quocmland as long 
as the present Government hold the reins of 
office. 

llox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I beg to 
move the adjournment of tho de_bate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECHETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill, roceiv-rd by me,sage from 
the .. \e~etnbly, ,; as read a first time. 

SECOND RIZADING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : This is 
a Bill to amend the Constitution of Qtwens­
land by abolishing the Legislative Council. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: In defianc~ of the 
vote of the people-the last act- of a dying 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
very much pleamre in introducing th: Bill 
in thj"' C0uncil. For man:v years pnor to 
coming here I advocated the abolition of thf> 
Legislativ' Council, for the reason t-hat I 
have been personally opposed to the bt· 
c1.mcral system. I believe in one branch of 
the Lca-is.lahue onlv: that is. the branch 
elected directly by the people. I believe that 
the biC'ameral syf<tem of Government is un­
sound in principle, undcmocrat.ic, and is n")t 
representative of the people. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLF: _\11 the civilised 
>Yorld agrc·cs with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Since I 
have been here, my opinion in favour o! the 

Hon. A. J. Jones.j 
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unicameral system of Government has been 
very much strengthened. I am not goiniT to 
say that the ability in this Hous·e is leJs than 
that in the Legislative Assembly, or that the 
debating power of this House is not just as 
strong as the debat.ing power in the Legisla­
tive Assembly; neither am I going to say 
that the tone of d cbate in the Legislative 
Council is not equal to, or is in any way 
inf:rior to, the tone of debate in the Legis­
lahve Assembly. I am not approaching this 
questiOn from a personal standpoint; neither 
do we do so as a Government. W c attack 
the system, and that is characteristic of this 
Government right through the piece. 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FOWLES : A destructive 
Government from beginning to· end. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I am 
opposed to the bicameral form of Govern­
nu~n~, an~ I go so far us to say that, in 1ny 
opmwn, tne Federal Smate is a useless insti­
tution and a useless branch of the Legisla­
ture, although it is elected on a broud fran­
chise. I ha •, e been here for iive years in this 
Chamber a.s the rc,presentative of the Govern­
ment, and this is the third occasion I have 
had the pleasure of introducing t·his Bill. 
Hon. gentlemen opposite know that I intro­
duced the Bill on two previous occasions­
in October, 1917, and again in October 1918. 
\Vhen wo introduced it on a pr'evious 
occasion hon. g ntlmncn oppo3ite were in a 
position to defeat t.lie mca.,urc. I was 
tempto·d to go right through with the measure 
to-night, and force it to a division in the 
early hours of the morning, but it will not 
be necessary to do so. 

I was prompted to do that because when 
I introduced iho Bill in 1918, and so~ght to 
post12one the Order of the Day for the second 
rcadmg, so as to move the second reading of 
the Bill on the following day, as I was rather 
ind~sposed, the temporary i eader of the Op­
positiO:>, the Hon. M<. Hawthorn, objected to 
my domg .so,, and I was not allowed, by the 
brutal maJorrty that hon. members opposite 
had, to even alter the Order of the Day. Fur­
ther than that, when we moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate on that occasion, after the 
Hon. fifr. Hawthorn had moved an amend­
ment on the Dill, hon. gentlemen opposite 
opposed the adjournment of the debate and 
forced us to a division and defeated us' and 
we had to go on. Hon. members opj;osite 
m<;JVed an amendm()nt with something like 
tlnrteen clause,, which had not been circu­
lated, and we had not had time to peruse it. 
The Hon. Mr. T. L. Jonos rose to the occasion 
that night, and made the speech which was 
necessary in order to got the adjournment. 
Hon. gentlemen opposite have asked me to 
agree to an adjournment of the debate after 
I ha Ye made my speech, so that they can 
prepare tho~r speeches, and go on with the 
second reading to-morrow. V\t o are reason­
able) and "\Ve are not-beC'au·s.e "\Ve ha, a 
majority-going to force the Bill through 
to-night. We are going to be more reason­
able than hon. members opposite were when 
they had a ma.Jonty. They showed me no 
consideration in this matter; but hvo wrongs 
do. not make a right. We on this side are 
g~mg to be reasonable, and to yield to the 
Wishes of hon. members opposite, so that 
they may b~ able to advance their arguments 
to-morrow m favour of the retention of the 
Council. 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS : Thev will be able to 
get inst"uctions from the " Courier." 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When 
I introduced this Bill three years ago, the 
prrncipal argument that we advanced in 
favour of the abolition of the Council was 
that the Council was an obstructive Chamber 
and a clog on the wheels of progress ; and, 
as hon. gentlemen. know, on very many occa­
sions our legislatiOn was either thrown out 
or mutilated to such an extent that, when it 
went back to tho Minister in the As"embly, 
he did not know it; it was unrecognisable. 
To-day we attack it from a different point 
of view. \Ye attacked it t•; o or three years 
af?O because it vvas an obstructive Upper 
House, and int.•rfcrcd with the rights of the 
people's roprescntatiYf'\. To-day \VG advo­
cate the aholition of the Council because of 
its uselessnhs. As a legislative nominee 
Chamber, it is either obstructive or it is 
useless. Unt.il we had a majority here, it 
was obstructive, and no'.V ihat we have a 
majority here it is useless. I am not say­
mg that with ar1y desire to cast a rdlection 
on hon. gentlemen on the other side of the 
Chamber; but I do sav that we, on this side 
arc more truly repre'-"cntative of the poop!~ 
than hon. gentlemen opposite, for the rea· 
son that they have been appointed by 
Administrations in the past which have been 
defeated be the people-by Governments 
which have been long out of touc·h with the 
ideas of the people, and which have lost the 
confidence of the people-while we on this 
side are appointed by the elected representa­
tives of the people. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: In a minority 
of 20,000 Yotes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 
Although everyone on this side is opposed 
to the bicameral system of Government we 
have _more right here than hon. gentl~mcn 
opposite. We are more truly representative 
of the people, because we were appointed 
by the Administration which has been newly 
elected by the people. I was showing what 
took place before we had a majoritv on this 
sidP of this Council; and. Mr. PrC'sident, I 
well remember the time, before you came 
hero, when I stood alone on this side of the 
qouncil-I well remember calling for a divi­
siOn, and there was nobody to vote with me. 
Things ha ,.e certainly eh an ged since then. 
Before we had a majority in this Chamber, 
appointed by the Government, hon. gentle­
men opposite constituted themselves the real 
Opposition to the Government. and proof of 
that is found in the faet that Bills that 
pa' ,ed the Leg-islttire Assembly in one hour­
Bills that passed through their Committee 
~t:J,.12:e sometime-:J in lr.¥s than t-vvcnt.v minutes­
took as long as three weeks to 'go through 
this Chamber; and the Hon. Mr. O'Sbr a will 
be,tr nw out in regard to the number of 
~iitlng7 that were orCupi0d in discu[sing the 
Cmnn11Ure stage of the \Vnq-es Bill, and the 
n~nnber of da:v~ -.,ye "\Verc dis:?ns;:.;ing the StTrnp 
Bill and the Probate ar'd Succession Dutic, 
Ace Amendment Bill. 

Hon. T. J. Q'SHEA: You admitted vour­
self that here was the best criticism and the 
best work. 

The SECRETARY FOR :VIINES: It 
proves that hon. gentlc1nen opposite consti~ 
tuted themselves the real Opposition to the 
Gorernment. \Vhen the GoYernment in the 
late T. J. Ryan's time had a majority of 
Jifteen. this Council-to again proyc, their 
nhstrqctivc tactit·~-moved 406 amcPd 11JCnts in 
Bills in the year 1918, as against 109 moYed 
in the Legislative Assembly. It certainly 
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proves what an awful task I had here. as 
leader. of the House, to contend with hon. 
gentlemen opposite, and I never want to go 
through it again. Last ~cs~ion and this se""­
sion hon. gentlemen opposite have only been 
responsible for moving one amendn1ent, and 
that was moved the other day. 

Hon. E. IV. II. FowLES: I moved three 
amendments to-night, and you wvuld not 
accept ono of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~IXES: The 
hon. gentlcn1an 1novcd ono amendment on 
clause 4 d a Bill which was practically the 
whole c·•scnce of the Bill. That amendment 
was mo..,-ofl because the.r ha·d neglected to 
divide on thF second reading of the Bill. A 
few years ago, hon. men1bers opposite con­
stituted thomselve·< the opposition to the 
Government, and it is admitted that the 
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly was 
probably weak in that respect. They knew 
that the brutal force was with hon. gentle­
rncn in this Council, and they usvd it to a 
greater extent than ever I used it here as 
the representative of the Government. Hon. 
gentlemen know that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: iYhy don't von 
try a referendum of the people on this BtU? 

Hon. E. vV. H. FOWLES: Yon are dodging 
the referendum. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES: I am 
not dodging the refcrendqm. I haye never 
b0on afraid of trusting the people. I haYe 
been defeated. I am not that kind of poli­
tician who stoops to seek popularity, anyhow. 
I have been def~'Lted by the people as many 
tin1cs as I have been elect-ed, and son1etimcs 
I have been just as proud of my d·cflat as if 
I had been elected. I do not think "nything· 
of a man who stoops to popularity. In reply 
to the Hon. Mr. Fowles, I \Yant to sav that 
immediately after the ref,•r ndum was taken­
ban. gentlemen know that the reason why it 
was not carried was bec:ause of the legal 
action taken against the Government-. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: The people did 
not agree with your policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: After 
all, I think we should be a little in advance 
of the people, and it is the tendencv of the 
people always to leave things as they are. 
They are not so desirous of changing, and 
they certainly, at the present time, are not 
-desirous of changing this Government. Imme­
diately aft··r that referendum was taken in 
Mav of the yncr 1917, the Ryan Administra­
tiol?- \yas returned to po\YCr with a larger 
maJOrity than ever. That was the year we 
~vcre rett1rned \Yith forty.-eight mernbers jn a 
House of sC'vcnty-two. VV"e went to the coun­
try, and hon. gentlemen oppoc.ite forced us 
to make !he question of abolition an issue of 
the election. I could quote from every speech 
of prominent members of the party to sh.JW 
that that is so. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: 'fell us about last vcar's 
l'lction and your defeat by 20,000 votes in 
th' country. 

The BECRET~\RY FOR MINES: I was 
a candiJate at the last election, and was 
d._foated at the polls. Anyhow, my party 
had so much confidence in me that thev 
thought I Yvas of some value, and I acCf~ptr,d 
thl:; n01ninatcd position that I a1n going· 
h vote against to-night. \Ye went t-0 the 

country in 1917, and we were returned with a 
bigger majority than ever. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Are you prepared to 
put this question to the country 9 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II='IES: The 
Government have been re-cl<'ctcd on t"o ocrc;.­
sions Yvith the abolition of the Leg-islative 
Council in the forefront of their platform. 
I am sure hon. gentlemen have read the Bill, 
and there is no need to make a long speech 
on lt. I n1ade a speech of over an hour and 
a-half on a previous occasion on this Bill. 
wh< n I quoted Ycry many constitutional 
guthorities. There is no need to do that 
to-night. \Ve can quote countries in the 
world where they have only one Chamber. 
Onlv two States in Canada have two 8ham­
berS; but hon. gentle1nen cannot g0t away 
from this fact: That we in Australirt arc 
suffering fro1n too 1nuch governn1cnt. If hon. 
gentlemen want to know my position on the 
matter, I say straight out that I belieYe in 
one 1\Tatlonal Parliament. \:Ve have too many 
LPgislatures in .. '\ustralia-tDo much conflict 
of l0;sjslation, and no one can sa.y by any 
stretch of imagination that this Council is 
in any way a check on hast~· legislation. The 
numbPr of times that a Bill has to be dealt 
with in the Legislative Assembly gh-es ample 
opportunity for discussion. Hon. gentlemen 
know that the forms of Parliam0nt provide 
that before a Bill can be pac,sed it must be 
put before the members of the Legi,Jatiye 
Assembly about half a dozen different times. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORK: And thev 
'~ gag " thcn1 through. · 

lion. J. S. CoLLINGS: Who invented the 
:'gag"? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It 
IlHlkes one \Yonder if we are not an obso~ 
{Qtt' people "\vhen we move a Bill " be no\v 
r•. r.d a ilrst time." Then " That the Bill be 
printed," w.hen it has been printed. All 
these motions give an opportunity for die­
rnssion, so that the argument as regards 
thi:; Chamber being nec'"ssary as a check on 
hasty legislation falls flat. and hon. gentle· 
non opposite have proved that it is not a 
n•vic,ory Chamber by the fact that they have 
never attempted, since we have had a ma­
i<'rity on t.his side, to move an amendment. 

Hon. T .. J. O'SHEA: Because you would not 
accept a single one. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. g·entleman who interjects took a lead­
ing part in the debates in this Council, anJ I 
know hon. gentlernen opposite used to divid' 
the work. >· hcLas it all fell on the one nair 
c•f shoulders on this side. bub since v.) llaYo 
h td a majority here it h~' very rarelv 
hu pponcd t.hat amendments have been moved. 
That proves there is no desire on the part 
•Jf hon. membem opposite to use this branch 
r>i the Legislature as a revir.nry Chamber. 
It is useless for me to argne this matter. 
The people's Chamber have passed this Bill 
in ono division by 46 to 17; by 51 to 15 on 
a.r::othcr diYi&ion; and on another occasion 
Ly 39 to 9; always with a majority of not 
less than nine on this n1oasure, and we are 
Foing to pass it here to-morrow with a. very 
substantial majority. 

Hon. I). J. LEAHY: You will have a fresh 
·c pp er House in two years, and a better 
House than you have now. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VliJ\'ES: Some 
hon. gentlemen on the other side, no doubt, 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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will advocate, rather than see the Council 
abolished altogether, an elective Chamber, 
on what they would term a property fran­
chise, in order to protect the vested interests 
of prop('f~y, but every Labour representative 
in this Council is in favour of its abolition, 
,,nd, personally, I am pleased to see that the 
Legislative Assembly have deleted that clause 
with reference to a revisory committee, 
which, I think, is <]Uite unnt'cessary. vVe say 
that this Council has certainly outlived its 
usefulness. vVe say it is not representative 
of the people, and we say that the people 
should govern directly through their elected 
representatives. That is the attitude of this 
party. 

Hm:. P. J. LEAHY: They govern through 
the caucu•. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'-JES: That 
0ld bogey is dead long ago. I am quite sin­
cere when I say I am very pleased to have 
had the pl0asnre-and, I may say, honour-of 
iutroducing this Bill on two previous occa­
sions, and I am very sincere when I say 
it i; a great pleasure to me to introduce it 
0n the occasion on which it is going to bo 
carried and put into effect. I believe the 
people should govern, not by a nominee 
C:wmber, not by those who are hero to 
1·cprosent vested interests, appointed by the 
dead hand of the past, but should be go­
verned through their elected representatives; 
alld the monbers of the Assembly can claim 
that they are truly represontatiYe of the 
people. The people have tho right to turn 
tl,om out if they do not like them, and 
nut in a new Government if the Government 
1s not giving thorn satisfaction. I will content 
rnysclf ,,,jth rrloving-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
ti1ne.'' 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question pnt and passed. 
Tho resumption of the debate was made 

au Order of the Day for to-monow. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMEJ'\T. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 

to niove-
" That the Council. at ite rising, do 

adjourn until 3.30 p.m. to-morrow." 
I want hon. gent! 'men to note the time, and 
that it is an hour earlier than usual. 

Question put and pas·sed. 

ADJOUR:\'MENT. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 

to lllOVC'-

" That the Council do now adjourn." 
The first business to-morrow will be the 
Constitution Act Amendment Bill, to be fol­
lowed by the Miners' Homestead Perpetual 
Loascc; Act Amendment Bill in Committee, 
a.nd then the Bills as they C'lme from: the 
Assembly. 

Ho,;. P. J. LEAHY: Does it not strike 
the Minister that it is an abc,urdity, now 
that the Council is virtually abolis.hed, to 
~·roceed 'vith other busino;s? If this Council 
is to be abolished, would it not be the pro­
per course to pass all the other business of 
the session, and then when that business is 
pnssed, deal with the Bill to abolish the 
Council? It seems to m<e absurd virtually to 
decide to abolish the Council, and then to go 
on with the business as usual. 

Question put and pa.ssed. 
Tho Council adjoumed at 9 p.m. 
[Hnn. A. J. Jones. 
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