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THURSDAY, 20 OcroBER, 1921

The SpeaxEr (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree;
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

SUPPLY.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE—IOURTEENTH
ALLOTTED Day.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
THE TREASURER.
LAND AND INCOME TAX.

Question stated—

“That £51,915 be granted for ¢ Land
and Income Tax.’”

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): Last year he had
prophesied that the taxation returns would
show an increase, and he had been proved
to be correct, because the increase had been
£300,000. There had been a slight reduction
in regard to stamp dutv, but the income tax
had increased by :£400,000. Queensland was
not . getting a fair deal from the Common-
wealth in regard to its sources of taxation.
The State was something like £1,000,000 per
annum worse off than if it had retained the
power to levy customs and cxcise duty. In
proportion it had received a great deal more
under the Braddon clause of the Australian
Constitutior than it had been receiving since
that clause had been cancelled in the year
1910. Under the Australian Constitution the
following matters were vested exclusively in
the Federal Government, either by specific
etactment or by transfer of the powers from
the State:—

 Indirect taxation by customs and
excise; bounties; defence; posts, tele-
graphs, and telephones; quarantine;

lighthouses, efo.; metecrological; census;
patents, ete.; naturalisation; invalid and
cld age pensions.”

The powers exercisable by both Federal and

¢ )

State Governments included—

“ Direct taxation:
other than by
statistics: banking; insurance;
ruptey and insolvency;
divoree; immigration;
tramways; industrial
justice ; Government loans.”

Among the matters which were reserved for
the States were—

“Tducation;
rabbits;

indirect

taxation
customs and

excise;

bank-
marriage and
railways and
arbitration;

mining; agriculture;
1 water supply and sewerage;
harbours and rivers; roads and bridges;
medical; health; lunacy and charitable;
museums and public imstitutions; gaols;
police.”’
So that the State clearly had to mect com-
rmitments in various channels from which
there was no repreductive return. When they
came to consider the question they found that
it was understood that only in great emer-
gency would the Commonwealth enter the
field of direct taxation, That was borne out hy
the dictum of Chief Judge Marshall, of the
United States Supreme Court—

““The power to tax involves the power
to destroy, and the power to destroy may
dofeat and render useless the power to
create,”

There was no doubt that the Commonwoalth
—by entering the field of direct taxation bv
imposing land tax, income tax, an entertain-
ments tax, and other forms of tax—had
stopped the industries of Queen:land from
going ahead as they ought, and lcssened
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the power to create. The Imperial Govern-
ment might enforce direct taxation on the
people of Australia in great emergeney,
although wiser counsels had directed that
they should not do so; but the Common
wealth Government, although under a some-
what similar constitution, had overstepped the
mark, and inflicted on the people of the State
direct taxation even greater than the State
itzelf was extracting. It was true that in
emergeney the Commonwealth might do that,
and might say that the commitments in
regard to the war were such that it had to
impose direct taxation; but the land tax,
for instance, was imposcd by the Common-
wealth before there was any national emer-
geney.  Queensland had lost approximately
£1,000,000 per annum by not getting together
a Committee of the House to consider the
question. and the Treasurer had said that
they might possibly lose cven 25s. per
capita payment.

The TReASURER: 1 said the matter was
under discussion at the last FPremiers’ Con-
ference.

Mr. KERR: They should not go into
recess until the question was discussed. To
show that the Commonwealth were infring-
ing on State rights by imposing direct taxa-
tion, he wished fo quote from the “ Common-
wealth Year Beok 7—

¢ The question of the impuesition by the
Commonwealth Parliament of direct taxes
such as land and income taxes is one
which has been the subject of consider-
able discussion, and the opinion has been
expressed that the intention of the
framers of th: Constitution was that of
restricting the powers of taxation of the
Commonwealth to the imposition of
customs and excise duties except in case
of great national peril.”

As he had pointod cut alrcady, the question
arose in 1910 bslore the war—befure there
was any national peril. In ‘“ The Coming
Commonwealth,”” Sir Robert Garran said—
“It is unlikely that, except in great
emergencies, the Federal Government need
resort to other modes of taxation; but,
since emergencies may happen, its powers
of direct and indircet taxation ought to
be unlimited.”
There was no doubt that the Commonwealth
had entered the State’s sphere of action, and
was taking a gnod dexal of the taxation revenne
that should bie coming to the State. 'The Stat~
still had to maintein  all the charitable
institutions, with the exeeption of the invalid
and old-age pensions: but it had been
deprived of a lezitimate source of revenue
by the Comimonwealth invading ity domain
of taxation. e meontioned the matter
because a Premiers’ Conference was shortly
to be held. In Westorn Australia the matter
had been considered by Parliament. A full
dsv’s discussion was allowed by the Premisr,
and, as a result of the discussion, some of
the State officials were attached to the Parlia-
mentary Committee that was appointed and
war now going into this matter.
The PREMIER: T am quite willing to allow
vou to have a full day’s discussion here.

Mr. XERR: They had already dealt with
it in Western Australia. It had also been
considered by the Legislative Assembly in
South Australia, and was coming before the
House in Tasmania; but an opportunity had
not been given in Quecensland. However, he

Mr. Kerr.]
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acceptsd the assurance of the Premier that
an oppertunity would be given.

Thn PRI‘ MIER : No I will give vou an
H AS

it as fully as you

My, KERR: He did not desire to discuss
the matter at any length, In 191C the Brad-
don clause of the Australian Constitution was
superseded by the payment of 25s. per capita
to the Stat

My, ¥FErnicks: Is it a fact that you are a
candidate for the Federal Convention?

Mr. KERR: He would not be at all sur-
|u1~ed Coansidering that an Act had alvead:
been introduced providing thst protection
should be given to likely Federal candidates,
such as the hon. member for Rockh;unpton,
one might expeet anything; but he was not
on the Goverament side

and was not ]11&01\
to geot legislation to meet bis particular cir-
cumnstances.  Under the Bl(m;ton clause the
Commonwealth Government were entitled to
retain 25 per cent. of the revenus from Cus-
toms and fixeise. In 1902 the Commncnwealtn
yetainesd 14,7 per cent.; and in 1909, 25 per
cont.  In 1310 the 25s. per head paymont
superseded the Braddon clause, and in I¢
the total revenue froia Customs and Excise
was $£12,000,000, and the Commonwealth re-
tained 55.7 per cent. instead of the 25 per cent.
they would have been entitled to under the
Braddon clause, so that the State lost the
differencn between the 25 per cent. and the
55.7 per cent. of the Customs and Excise
revenue collected. In 1915 the Customs and
Exeise revenue had increased to £14,000,000,

and the Commonwealth retained 55.8 per
cent., the State again losing the difference

hetween the iwo schemes. In 1815 the Cus-
toms and Exeise vovenue went up to
£17,090,000, and was still gemp up vear after
wear: and the Commonwealth retained 2.1
per cent. The €%, per capita was a much
lesser sum than 25 per cent. of the Customs
nd Excise. Those were things in regard to

<ation that the State of Queensland had to
(’bnmdﬂr seriously. Recently, a CO]hl’)’llSalOl’l
had been appointed by the Federsl Govern-
ment to cormder the questlon of the Common-
wealth and State spheves of taxation, and
this matter had not come before that Com-
mission. The \mgs of unification or centra-
lisation which existed at the present time
had to be clipped. }e was not out for the
State’s isolation, nor for the less of State
rights,

The Treasurrz: Do you =ay that the per
capita payments have never been d

Mr. KERR: They were not discussed by
the recent Commission on taxation.

The Tre:sURER: I will give you a copy

of it.
Mr. KERR: He had a copy, and he mad-
it ]lh business to read those matters. Tt

vas a matter that required a geod deal of
nsideration by the State, and he S SOrry

the three most important Latgs had
seen fit to take some action. New South
Whales and Vietoria were States th'Lt DLI"("CL""d
by the fiscal policy, but in Queensl
at present was not the case.
tralia, South Australia, Tasmania, and
Gueensland had to fight in this connection;
already thev were sending part of this 25s.
pet head to Western Australia. These were
things which the States could not sit quietly
urder always, without complaint.

The TREASURER: The last Premiers’ Con-
ference threatened to take it off altogether.

[Mr. Kerr.
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Mr., KERR: It was time that the States
mostly concerned, and particularly Queens-
land, took action together to prevent the
Commonwealth witbholding the 25+. pes
capita payment. TFurther, on a consumption
basis, we are cntitled to move than 25s. per
haad of population. The Premier shou‘zd
adjourn the House for a weelk while he and
his colleagues went down to the forthcoming
conference.,

He (Mr. Xerr) wanted to say a few words
with regard to the system of taxing profits.
They knew that the eworbitant taxabion on
the various industries was merely a tax on
paper profits, and that business men in
Queensland had to et overdrafts to pay their
incoms tax. There were hon. members in
that Chamber who had already had to raise
overdrafts to pay their income tax. He
wished to quote from an address by Mr. J. P.
Macfarlanc to the Brisbene Chamber of Com-
meree vecently, That gentieinan, who was an
authority on the subject of income tax, said—

“ How are we attempting to carry this
almost overwhelming loed of expenditure?

Are we working from morn till night in
the ficlds, in the factori 1 on the
ss? No! We are paral¥sing new entes

:» with inhibiting ]onlﬂatlon and crude
taxation schemes, msking losses on ouv
railways, discouraging the farmers, pro-
ducers, and Eactory owners with harsssing
enactments, and scaring capital.”’

. Macfarlane also said—

“ First, manufacturers and all who seck
to extend enterprises cmploying labour
should be encouraged to devote a per-
centage of their profits by way of capital
for such a worthy object. A substantial
measure of income tax relief should be
granted them, so that capital will be
forthcoming from thoss who are com-
petent to conduct 1ndustry. Secondly,
consider that similar direct encourage-
ment should be given to employers who
establish reserves in order to strengthen
and stabilise their Lusinesses.”

There were many firms in Brisbane to-dax
who were unable to stabilise their busmesse~
owing to the fact that income tax was im-
posed to such an enormous extent. Turning
to another phase of the question, a return
which had been made by the Attorney-
General, showing the amount of capital which
had come into the State recently, had a great.
bearing on the matter. They knew that if
they had veserves and put those reserves
into business as new capital, their income
tax was going to come down, profits being
taxed on the return from capltal invested.
There wss no new money coming into the
State. They all knew that, if they issued a
prospectus for a company with a capital of
£1,000,000 in £1 shares, all that was required
under the Companies Act was that there
should be seven shareholders who need only
take onc share each. If they looked at the
money put into business ventures in Queens-
land to-day, they would sce that for every
£100 000 authorised capital possibly only
£10.000 had been subscribed. Instead of new
capital coming into the State it had bocu
driven out. He had alrcady put some o-
those proposals before the Premier, and he
sincerely hoped that the question of taxation
in Queensland would be gone into very
closely and reduced. He gave an avenue
whereby taxation might be reduced a little
bit: of course, it would be at the expense
of the Commonwealth, but it was justifiable.

e
e
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At 11.20 aam,

Mr. F. A, CoopEr (Bremer), onc of the
paiel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) : Notwithstarding
the Treasurer’s hilarity, he -would suggest
that the hon. member read the specches of
the hon. member for Enoggera when he had
a few minutes to spare.

The Txrasurer: Why, you arc laughing
yourself.

Mr. TAYLOR: He was quite satisfied the
hon. gentleman would find those speeches of
such an educational character that they
would help him to improve the administra-
tion of the Tressury Department. The Trea-
surer, of course, carried more responsibility
than any member of the Cabinet, not except-
ing the Premicr himself, with regard to the
finsrees of Queensiand; and it was not a
right thing that the Tressurer should wait
until he received reports fromi other Minis-
ters as to what money was being expended.
Instead of sitting in his office, he would do
much better work if he went out and saw
for himself how and where money was being
expended.  That the Government quite
realised the fact that the taxation of incomes
had absolutely reached its limit was evi-
denced by the fact that the Government had
not introduced extra taxation this year. The
Government realised, as had been pointed
out years ago by the Opposition, that they
were going too fast in the matter of expendi-
ture, and that there was a limit to the taxa-
tion which the people could bear, and, when

that limit was vreached, industry 'was
erippled, as was the case in Quecnsland
to-day. - The Inceme Tax Department had

received pructically the whole of the returns
for the State for the year just ended. Hedid
net kncw whether the Treasurer had taken
the trouble te ask the Commissioner to let
him have an approximate return of the
incomes ag supplied by income tax pavers, so
that he could compare the amount with the
total for last year. He was not asking for
assessments, because thev took a long time
to get through, but he felt satisfied that, if
the Treasurer asked the Commissioner to
give him an approximate return of the
mcomes for the past year, he would find
that the revenue which he had anticipated
from income tax would be wvery much
reduced. That was his opinion, at any rate.

The TREASURER: We have to take a purely
speculative costimate. We have not got the
returns yet so far as they affect metals, wool,
and meat.

Mr., TAYLOR: He quite understood that
those returns were not available when the
Treasurer delivered his Financial Statement,
and, of course, the Treasurer could only make
an estimate of whai taxation he thought
would be received. Now that they hud
reached October, he thought the hon. gzntle-
man should have some idea of what amount
of income tax he was going to reeceive. A
lot of responsibility rested on the Treasurers,
both in the Commonwealth and in the indi-
vidual States, and particularly in Queens-
land. They had noticed figures in the
Auditor-General’s report which made any
man consider what was the best way out of
the difficulty. The best way out was not to
increase taxation, but to encourage industries
of all kinds.

The TREASURER: Either this week or next
week I will introduce legisiation to reduce
taxation.

[26 OcroBER.]
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Mr. TAYLOR: He was very pleased to
hear that the Treasurer proposed to reduce
taxation, because it was time the texation was
reduced. It was time that the revenue-pro-
ducing achivities of the State should shoulder
more of the burden required to carry out
the activities of the State at the present
time.

HMr. G, P, BARNES (Wearwick): In order
to emphasise the attitude taken up by mem-
ters of the Opposition, he stresscd the fact
that farmers and dairymen contributed
largely to taxation generally.

The TREASURER: I told you just now that
I would be introducing legisiation in a few
days’ time to give general relief to farmers
and dairymen.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: lHe was. -very glad
to hear that.

The TREsSURER: You do nct find the Com-
monwealth Government doing that.

Mr. G. . BARNES: Ho favoured any-
thing that would give relief to farmers and
would encourage the development of the agri-
cultural industry. The hon. member for
Toowoomba stressed the fact that the amount
of taxation paid by dairy farmers was
infinitesimal, and =aid that in the case of
land tax it amounted to only 4 per cent.
This was what the Commissioner of Taxes
said on the subject—

“ Farmer: owning land valued at
£1,230 and under, who paid tax, num-
bered 11,518, the amount of tax charged
being £18,659, equal to 4.06 por cent. of
the total tax charged on all lands,”

Then they would find that the number of
farmers who paid income tax was fairly
small. The hon. member for Toowsomba
talkked sbout the men on the land having a
good time, but those two facts contradicted
his statoment. If the farmers were doing as
well ag the hon. member for Toowoomba indi-
cated, then the amount paid in land and
income tax would have been greatly in excess
of the amount shown in the return.

My, BRENNAN: They are better off that the
industrialists.

Mr, G. P. BARNES: The income tax
returns showed that the employecs who paid
tax numbered 6,795, and the tax assessed
last year amounted to £84,933, so that the
emplogess paid 9.81 per cent. of the tax. So
the statement of the hon. member for Too-
wocmba was not borne out.

Mr., Prasg: Only 563 dairy farmers paid
tax last year.

Xr. . P. BARNES: The form prescribed
made a deduction in the land tax for both
Federal and State. Supposing the amount
paid by farmers in connection with the land

tax wag only about 4 per cent.
[11.30 a.m.] of the total, what ratio did the

holders of Iund bear to the whole
community 7 In 1920 the number engaged
in agriculture and dairying was 26,921; so
that they had only about 4 per cent. of the
population engaged in that industry. The
remarkable thing was that there was so
little land under cultivation—only 1,018,444
acres, Whilst, on the average, the tax was
not great, anyone who had lived amongst
agriculturists and dairymen knew how
oxccedingly irritating was the rendering of
taxation returns.

The TREASURER: They are irritating to
everyone; but not nearly as irritating as the
payment of the tax.

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Mr. G. P. BARNES : The persons engaged
in farming and dairying and their employees
last year numbered 62,728. It was worthy of
note that the total value of the crops pro-
duced was £10,386,223. Evidently, those men
were rendering the country great service,
and it would be a worthy act on the part
of the Government to make the taxation as
easy as possible for them.

Question put and passed.

MARINE,
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Puddington) moved—
“That £74,103 be
‘Marine.” ”’
Hon. members would sce thoy had reduced
the number of the staff by over twenty, and
they were asking for £5,527 less than was
voted last year. That was indicative of
certain economies having been effected.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): His clectorate
was rather a peculiar one. It extended for
150 miles inland, and also about 15 or 20

granted for

miles ocut to sea; therefore this vote
interested him. He was pleased to hear the
Treasurer say that they had effected

coonomies in this departinent; but he hoped
those economies had not been effected at the
expense of effictency. Hon. members of the
Opposition often urged against this Govern-
ment that sufficient recognition was not
given to professional skill. His electorate
surrounded »lackay entirely, and Mackay
could not exist without his electorate. The
harbour-master at DMackay also filled the
position of pilot and captain of the steamer
“ Relief.” He had control of all the
shipping operations, the berthage cut at the
anchorage, the piloting vessels into a very
difficult port, and, in the event of a shipping
disaster, the control of rescue work, and all
that sort of thing. ¥t was a very responsible
position, calling for its occupancy by a
highly-skilled man. This officer received
only £310 per annum, but the fireman on
the steamer, who had only to shovel the coal,
received £264 per annum. He did not say
the fireman was getting too much, but there
should be a greater difference of more than
£64 per annum hetween his salary and that
of the harbour-master, who was also captain
of the *“ Relief ”” as well, who had to exercise
skill and have initiative. That was a strik-
ing illustration of the tendency of the pre-
sent  Administration to discourage trained
professional men.

On some islands along the cosst a certain
amount of grazing and agriculturc was being
carri on. ©On one island a very enter-
prizing firm had gone in for sheep-raising
and horsebreeding, and the work which those
‘men were doing was adding to the prosperity
of Queensland; but they were handicapped
largely by the difficulty of communication
with the mainland. More especially during
the season from January to the end of April,
when the small craft they possessed were
heavily handicapped by the weather condi-
tions, their chance of communicating with
the mainland was not a good one. With a
view to encouraging those who were pro-
ducing on those islands, would the Treasurer
make it possible for such steamers as the
“ Relief,”” while tending the lighthouses, to
land mails and supplies on those islands?

The TresastRER: I will have that matter
looked into. Of course, we are all desirous
of doing our best for those isolated men.

[Mr. G P. Barnes.
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Mr. SWAYNE : He hoped that the matter
would be considered, and that, if possible,
steps would be taken to assist such men who
were producing on the islands off the coast.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Drisbanc): Not
long ago the hon. member for Brisbane
asked certain questions about the disappear-
ance of the steamer *“ Canastota,” and on the
same evening he (Mr. Ferricks) draw atten-
tion to the matter in debate. The Treasurer
replied to the hon. member for Brisbane
that there were regulations under the Navi-
gation Act making it necessary that, hefore
boats loaded with inflammablle or dangerous
cargo left port, they should be inspected by
the shipping inspector, but that no application
for inspectica had been made on behalf of
the agents to the Marine Department, and
the inspector was not aware that an inflam-
mable cargo, benzing, was being reloaded into
tho ship. He also said that, in view of those
sspects of the case, he had approved of a
recommendation by the Marine Board that
legal proceedings be taken. It would be
remembered that a cargo of about 20,060
cascs of benzine, which had been damaged
or crudely manufactured, was reloaded in
Brisbane, and that the members of the
Waterside Workers’ Union, who were loading
it, or were endeavouring to get out some

pipes, were overcome by the fumes. The
seeretar { the union, Mr. Dawson, in com-
DALY the shipping agents’  repre-

sentatives, made an inspection of the hold,
and they could not tolerate the atmoxpherc
for more than a few wminutcs.. The mag-
nanimous offer of 3d. an hour extra was made
to the men to get them to face the risk of
continuing the work, but they quite rightly
declined the alluring inducement, with the
result that the vessel left Brisbane—he would
- that she was allowsd to leave Bris-
thout any request for a permit, and
-ithout any inspection. She procecded to
Noweastle and reloaded iaore benziuc, and
on 30th June last she left Port Jackson, and
had never been heard of since. It was a
scandalous state of affairs that such a
#tsstrophe could be brought about, and he
was quite safe in saying that many men in
Rt Helena had committed crimes of a less
serious nature than the offence committed
in the cuse of the ¢ Canastota,” for not only
were precautions necessary in the inierests of
common safety disregarded, but authority
also was absolutely flouted. It scemed o him
that a greater punishmens than anv nominal
fine of £50 or £100, or any fine at all. should
be meted out to whoever was responsible. He
was not aware, since he had not seen the
papers on the matter, whether it was proposed
to bring the responsible persons o bock, but
he wanted to impress on the Treasurer, on
the department, and on the Committee, the
seriousness of allowing the possibility of such
a huge sacrifice occurring again owing to the
greed of commercialism generally and the
shipping agents in the case in particular. The
means preliminary to bringing the people
responsible to book would be the institution
of an inquiry on broad lines, so that the
whole facts might receive due publicity and
the responsibility for the crime be sheeted
Lome. There had been a silence almost
unholy in regard to the occurrence, and, not-
withstanding that it was dated some three or
four months ago, hardly a word appeared in
the public Press with refeirence to it. The
dangers of a seafaring life were grave and
great at all times, but they were imimensely
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graver and greater when it was lived under
conditions of gross carelessness, if nothing
worse. FHo wanted the Treasurer to assure
the Committee, if he was in a position to do
so on short notice, that a full inquiry would
he made. It see*ned to him that there must
ho,w been something wrong with the con-
tainers of the raw or half-raw benzine, or
possibly the strength of the spirit exuded
through the containers themselves. At any
rate, the fumes were such that it was impos-
sible for men to do ordinary cargo work i1
the hold, and a repetition of the experiencs
here oceurred ab Newcastle. A crew of
forty-nine.men weat to their doom owing to
gross carelessness, or because of a erime on
the part of some people committed in their
desire for profits. Particularly sad cases in
connection with the disappearance of the
men had been repeated to the chairman and
to him, and to others interested, inasmuch as
two of them of eighteen or nineteen years of
age—almost boys—had planned a certain
venture in a small business proposition when
they returned to their mothers on the other
side of the world. Those youths and the other
forty-seven men were sent to their doom,
plesum‘lblv ut scarcely a moment’s notice,
owing to the fumes from the benzine coming
into contact with the ship’s boilers, becausﬂ
no word had ever reached civilisation of what
had happsned to them, or the method of the
ship’s destruction. In the interests of tha
safety of the workers generally, and of sea-
faring men in particular, it was the duty of
the department in this case to obtain publicity
of all the facts surrounding it by the institu-
tion of a full and authoritative inquiry to
endeavour to prevent a repetition of such a
crime against the workers generally.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): There were
one or two matters that he would like to
bring under the notice of the Treasurer, and
he was satisfiad that the Treasurer would
take the neeessary action in connection there-

with., He was very pleased that the opera--

tions In connection with improvemests and
the maintenance of improvements in the
port of Brizhane were being carried out
effectively. It was absolutely necessary that
this should be done in view of the fact that
Brisbane was the principal port of the State
of Queensland. Unless these operations were
continuous, silting would always take place,
and with the larger vesscls employed it was
likewise necessary that not only should the
depth be maintained but an increased width
of the cuttings should be obtained. The elesto-
rate of Albert comprised within its boundaries
a certain portmn of Mloreton Bay, and in
that portion of the bay were 1~]d1’l('§ with
fertile soil which he was pleased to say were
being occupied and settled by settlers engaged
in the cultivation of fruit, and, consequently,
there was a certain amount of trafhic by vesscls
going to and from the markets carrying that
produce. Of late years, owing particularly
to the opening known as Jumpin Pin, con-
siderable alteratlons were taking place in the
channels in the south end of the bay; silting
up was going on, and new channels were
being opened. In many instances big changes
- took place suddenly. e wanted to draw the
attention of the Treasurer to the fact that
in that portion of the bay matters were not
as they should be as to beacons and their

maintenance. He regretted that there was
a reduction of £2,000 in the vote for
“ Buoys, beacons, moorings, ete.’”’ In many

instances, owing to the absence of thosc
necessary marks, accidents took place.

19215 ¥
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The TreASTRER: The channel down at your
end of the bay is fairly well marked.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Unfortunately it
was not at present.

At 11.45 a.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman knows
the bay off by heart.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: He ought to. Con-
tinual changes, however, were taking place in
the channels, many beacons had fallen down
owing to these changes, and the broken or
decayed ends of the beacons were now in the
channels, and they were always a source of
danger to the class of boat that navigated
that end of the bay. He was sure the Trea-
surer would take his remarks in good part.

The TREASURER: I am very glad to have
your views because you know what you are
talking about.

Hon, J. G. APPEL: The expenditure
would not be very large. He had noticed
that the lower end of many of ths new small
beacons now consisted of old steel rails, which
made them permanent, and that system
should be continued. He thought the Trea-
surer should give directions that any fallen
beacons should be replaced, more particularly
bocause of the changes in the channels that
were continually taking place. A few months
ago, where there used to be a very good depth
of water, to-day the channel was shallow. He
not only veferred to traders, but also to a very
large soction of the community who were able
to own pleasure yachts. It might be said that
the yachts were not traders and so much
interest should not be taken in them; but
they had to realise that a large amount of
money was expended in the boat building
trade, and for ship’s chandlery, and other
odds and ends required to furnhh a boat,
whether it was a trader or a pleasure boat.

Some of the amounts paid to the light-

keepers were ecxcessively small.  In one
instance they were (rmdpd from £35 per
annum to £45 per annum. That was a small
amount of remuneration to pay. e thought

the Treasuver should give sympatheuc con-
sideration to that matter.

The TREASURER: At Cleveland a man has
to walk a few yards and light a lamp.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: In some instances a
man had to go out into the channel. Take
the case of Southport.

The rRE\SLRER: These positions are much
sought aftsr. It is only a matter of lighting
a lamp and blowing out a match.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That might be all
right in a place like Cleveland, “where an

old officer had simply to light a lamp on
the wharf or jetty; but in many instances
the lights were out in the stream, or a
stream had to be cressid, and weather
conditions had to be taken into consideration.

The TrEASURER: It might be very hard
sometimes. If the hon. gentleman knows of
any individual case of hardship he might
let me know.

Iloy. J. G. APPEL: He would. He was
satisfied that, if he did so, the Treasurer
would give the matter <vmlmthet1c considera-
tion. The Boat Passage, leading from inside
the mouth of the Brisbane River into the
bay, was largely used by small traders in
the southern portion of the bay, and it had
bacome very shallow, indeed. Some of the
boats could only get across at half-floed tide

Hon. J. G. Adppel.]
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or full flood. It was necessary in many
instances for the small fruit vessels to pro-
coed outside 8t. Helena and round by the
main passage at the Pile Light to the Bris-
bane River. Tha expenditure required to
deepen the Boat Passage would not be very
large. It could be done by a small dredge. The
only necess 1ty was that continual attention
should be given to this particular work. The
passage was very well lighted. If some slight
attention was given Deuodlcally, it would
remove the cause, and consequently open up
the passage to and fro to those small fruit
boats, to whom delay rmeant a loss to the
fruitgrowrrs. The island boat left on Wed-
nesday in time for the market on Friday.
He felt sure that the Treasurer would give
the matter svmpathetic consideration.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): This was a fairly
comprehensive vote. There was a reduction
of about £8,000 on last vear’s vote, for which,
no doubt, sufficient reasons could be advanced.
There were increases in salaries provided for.
They could fairly congratulate themselves on
the work being done in the river and port,
which had been carried out for some time in
a isfactory manner. Vessels of large ton-
nage did not appear to have any trouble in
negotiating the Brisbane River. When one
remembered tho small type of vessel that
came up the Brisbane River fifteen or twenty
years ago compared with the big vessels
which came up to South Brisbane now, it
was very clear that much excellent worlk
had been done. It was work of a continuous
nature which could not be allowed to drop
if ther wished to maintain the shipping
facilitics of the po1t

IHe noticed that in the vote for “ Explo-
sives Jlagazines” there were thres places—
Gympie, Bundaberg, and Townsville—cut out.
There had evidently been someone associated
with the magazines at those places who had
been paid £200 a year. (Georgetown was also
cut out. The Treasurer would be able to tell
them why those places were cut out.

The TreasUrer: They were unnecessary.

Mr. TAYLOR: He also wanted to say a
few words about the trawler.
The TrEssURER: That is not in this vote.

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. mem-
ber will realise that the trawler is not con-
neeted with this vote.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is mentioned on page
62 of the Kstimates.

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the
hon. member that an amount was voted for
working expenses of the trawler last year,
but there is no vote for this year.

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no vote for this
year, and ke wanted to know why there was
nothing put down for it. (Laughter.) The
Treasurer was fully seized with regard to
the trouble the trawler had caused. It cost
£32,000, and the Treasurer was offered
£25,000 for it. He did not know whether
the hon. gentleman had been able to nego-
tiate the sale of the vessel. He hoped that
it would not be very long before the trawler
was sold. There had been a loss of £13,792
on it, and the prospective loss on the sale of
it would bring the ‘amount up to about
£20,000. The vessel was now lying in the
river, and interest was accumulating on the
money paid for it. He hoped that, if the
Treasurer could get an offer, even consider-
ably less than he paid for 1t he would let
it go. The Opposition had told the Premier

{Hon J.G. Appel.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Supply.

at the time alrangements were being made
to buy the vessel that, if he were a wise man,
he would offer the New South Wales Govern
ment £10,000 instead of taking delivery of
the boat, and that it would be money in
pocket. Events had proved that that was
sound advice, and it was a pity that it was
not adopted at the time.

Mr. GREEN (Zownseille): In connection
with the Marine Department, he wished to
bring before the Committee two important
matters, to which he hoped the Treasurer
would give every consideration. They were
important, not only to the State, but also to
the Commonwealth which should co- operate
with the State in providing the funds re-
quired. The first matter was with reference
to the Flinders Passage through the Great
Barrier Reef, which cut off 200 or 300 miles
of dangerous coast-line to boats coming from
overscas to Queensland—oil boats and other
ships from America amongst others. There
were many openings in the Barrier Reef
which were important, not only ¢commercially,
but from a defence standpoint, and therefore
the Commonwealth should be linked up with
the State in the matter. Other Pow:rs pro-
bably knew more about these passages than
Australia did from a naval point of view.

The TreasURER : The Commonwealth naval
standpoint is confined to Hobart and Sydney.

Mr. GREEN: Would the Treasurer be
prepared to get into touch with the Common-
wenlth authorities, and sec if they were pre-
pared to mark those passages s» that they
coultd be made navigable, not only to com-
mercial ships, but to war vessels in time of
trouble ?

The TrREASURER : We offered them Thursday
Island, but they preferred to go round to
Singapore.

Mr. GREEN: He hoped the Treasurer
would give a reply to his question. This
would materially assist North Queensland by
reducing the dxstdnco to the ports there, and
it would stimulate the trade of the North.
He recently had the privilege of calling at
Thursday Island on one of the oversea boats,
and he was surprised to find that vessels
could not go into such a fine port, and one
of such strategic value, after 6 o’clock at
night; they had either to anchor outside or
pass the port altogether. He thought the
Treasurer would agrce that that waz a very
important base for Queensland and the Com-
monwealth of Australia. TLord Kitchener, in
his report on the defence of Australia, laid
it down that Thursday Island was one of the
first places to which troops should be rushed
for the defence of Australia.

The Treasvrer: The
Government prefer Hobart.

Mr. GREEN: Never mind what the Com-
monwealth Government plefexrcd If that
Government did not realise its responsibility,
it was no reason why the State should shirk
its responsibility. That excuse was raised
too much in these days—that, because a past
Government had done something, it was a
justification for the present Government to
do the same. He hoped that, if the Oppo-
sition got on to the Treasury benches, they
would not be governed entirely by prece-
dents, but that they would be prepared to
carry out what they considered was necessary.

The TressuREr: Can you tell me how we
could rush troops to Thursday Island?

Commonwealth
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Mr. GREEN: The Government could
light the port and make it a commercial
stronghold for Queensland. When he learned
of the matter he got in touch with the
Chamber of Commerce, which had provided
him with a list of the boats thas pre-
viously could use that port either by day

or night without any tugs being 1equned
at all. That list included the ¢ Tango
Maru,” “ Aki DMaru,”  Nikko Maru,”
“ Marella,” Blontoro,” “« Kanowna,” “ Ara-
fura,” “St. Albans > FWastern,”” ¢ Vie-
toria,” * Changsha,” I‘alyuan, » Douglas
Mawson,” ¢ Tambar,” and * Kallatina.”

He asked that the port be developed for
comimercial purpeoses and made a stronghold
of Queensland. He hop“d the Treasurer
would give serious consideration to the
matter, and, if the Commonwecalth refused
to do its duty, then the Queensland Govern-
ment should accept the responsibility.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington): Many of the matters touched
on by the various speakers deserved some
little comment in reply. The hon. member
for South Brisbane, Mr. Ferricks, mentioned
the ““ Canastota’ incident. What happened
in connection with that vessel stunned the
community. The disaster was due to negli-
gence, or what should be dezeribed as
criminal negligence. The Government were
rather hopeless in the matter.

Mr. GREEN:
responsible ?

The TREASURER : No. Last year regula-
tions were promulgated under his name which
provided—

“No petroleum ‘shall be taken on
board any vessel in any port or place
in Queensland without a special permit,
in writing, {rom a shipping inspector,
or some other person authorised by the
Marine Board to issue such permits.”

There was some doubt as to whether those
regulations were really enforceable or whether
they were ultra vires. He had had inquiries
made of the shipping firm concerned and alio
of the Vacuum Oil Company, and he proposed
later on to lay the papers on the table for
the perusal of hon. members. The Vacuum
0il Company and Dalgety and Company,
Limited, had expressed deep regret for not
having a,pphed for a permit, but that was not
much comfort to the bereaved relatives of
the unfortunate people who were drowned.
t was hardly possible to discuss the mutter
dispassionzately in view of the negligence
shown. However, he would lay the papers
on the table, and would endeavour to insti-
tute ploccedlngs even though a conviction
could not be obtained, in order to call atten-
tion more forcibly to the matter. The hon.
member for South Brisbane and the hon.
member for Brisbane had taken the matter
up previously. As they had pointed out,
it required some drastic action; and. if the
Government had no power to inflict a severe
penalty, they should take some means of
calling public attention to the matter. It was
a very unusual thing for petroleum to be
loaded in Brlcbane It was usuallly
unloaded. The petroleum in question was
an inferior class of oil, and the agents here
would not take delivery, so they had actu-
ally to unship the oil and reship it, but they
did not get a permit. The sh1ppmg com-
pany and the Vacuum Oil Company made
the excuse that the thing was so unusual
that they did not think it necessary to get
a permit; nevertheless, there was gross and

Are any of our own officials
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criminal negligence somewhere. The article
in the newspapers calling attention to it
might have been a little on the sensational
side, but the fact remained that the boat
was lost and those people were drowned.

The hon. member for Albert referred to
the river channels dlld also to the beacons
in the southern end of Moreton Bay. Very
few men knew Moreton Bay so well as the
hon. member. He would have inquiries
made into those matters. He would point
out that the Boat Passage had a depth, at
low water, of 3 feet 6 inches.

Hon. J. G. ApriL: Some of the pleasure
boats draw up to 4 feet, and the traders
require a greater depth,

The TREASURER : The fraders who car-
ried on their operations in and around Red-
land Bary and the islands and further on
towards Jumpm Pin, knew the lmpos:,lblhty
of maintaining a gleater depth than 3 feet
6 inches in the Boat Pas,age The Govern-
ment could hardly keep on Otunally spend-
ing money in order to l\eep the channel at a
depth of 4 feet. Howewer, he would have
the matter looked into.

The hon. member also referred to dredging
operations in the Brisbane River. Up to
Bulimba there was a depth of 26 feet, which
he understood really meant 28 feet. The
channel was 400 feet wide at every point,
and from Bulimba to South Brisbane there
was a depth of 24 feet, which meant 26 feet.

The hon. member for Windsor referred to
the trawler. There was a proposal to experi-
ment again for a period of six weeks on the
Sou heyn coast in the neighbourhood of the
Clarence River, where the New South Wales
ceporiments had bean very sucessiful.  In
the mexntime any offer for the trawler would
be accepted on the spot. Then the hon.
member for Townsville referred to two or
three matters in connection with the Flinders
Passage and so forth, and the absence of a
light at Thurxday Island. The first was
a Commonwealth matter, just as the post
office was an entirely Commonwealth matter,
It was not a function of the Siate at all.
For some vears before federation, the State
kept a light at Thursday Island, and after
fedelatmn but it was never used. The tide
was so dangerous that no ship would go in at
night even at high tide under normal condi-
tions, Probably duung a period of war the
port would be used. However, it was a
Commonwealth matter. He could give the
hon. member for Townsville the assurance
that the hon. member for Cook had been
hammering away at the matter for four
vears, and he (Mr. Fihelly). as Treasurer,
had taken the matter up with the Common-
wealth Government on several occasions, but
without satisfaction.

Mr., Vowres: We would like to sce the
correspondence.

The TREASURER : He would gladly show
the papers to the leader of the Opposition
that afternoon. Xe hoped the leader of the
Opposition did not doubt his word.

Mr., SwayNe: What about the people on
the islands near Mackay?

The TREASURER: As he had informed
the hon. member for Mirani by interjection,
he would do everything in his power to
make the lot of those people as comfortable
as possible, The boat that was used to con-
vey mails and stores to the lighthouses would
alsc carry them, if possible, for the people

Hon. J. A. Filelly.)]
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referred to by the hon. member. The
expenditure of a few pounds was neither here
nor there. He assured the hon. member for
Mirani that he would inquire into the
matter, and sec if something could be done.

Question put and passed.

) MARINE BOARD. .
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,

Puddington) moved—

*“That £4,117 be granted for ‘ Marine
Board.” ”

There was nothing much to say in connec-
tion with the vote, except that there was a
decrease of £398 as compared with the
appropriation of last year. There was a
decrcase of one in the -staff. The board
consisted of the portmaster and general
representatives of different shipping interests,
including men and owners alike.

Mr. Perrie: The secretary has got a reduc-
iion.

The TREASURER : What happened there
wuas that the secretary resigned or dis-
appeared, and one of the clerks was
appointed to his position.

Mr. T. B RoBERTS: Did you say that he
dizappeared?

The TREASURER: Yes. That was no
reflection on the late secretary. It was better
not to discuss the matter.

Question put and passed.

PRINTING OFFICE.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A.
LPaddington) moved—

~ “That £178,487 be granted for * Print-
ing Office.” ”’

Although there had been a reduction in the
staff, there was an increase in the amount
asked for as compared with last year. Hon.
members knew there were fluctuations in
the pries of paper, which could not be con-
trelled by the department, and the different
awards acted in the direction of increasing
cxpenditure.  The Government paid the
cmployess at the Printing Office on a higher
scale than private emplovers. 'That was a
good thing, because they had a most efficient
staff, and hon. members would sce from the
reports that came from that office that the
work domne there was of high-class character.
He did not know any establishmient in Aus-

Fihelly,

tralia  which turned out as good work—
grtlstlcally and otherwise—as the Queens-
land Government Printing Office. It was

an institution of which they could very well
be proud.

~ Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked for some
information in regard to the stock on hand
21 the Printing Office, as he understood it
was depleted. There were large stocks before
the war, but he understood they had all
been sold.

Mr. Poirock: Considering the difficulty
of getting paper, you could not expect any-
thing else.

Mr. VOWLES: He quite agreed with the
Treasurer about the fluctuations in the price
of material. He understood that a lot of
material that was bought cheaply had since
been sold and had not been replenished.
He would like a comparison of the present

[Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.
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stock with the stock that was held a few
years ago. IHe understood that certain men
were employed at the Printing Office who
did no work at all. One man carried a
package from one side of the office in the
inorning and carried it back again in the
af{ternoon, and that was about all the work
he did.
The Treasvrer: That is not true.

Mr. VOWLES: He was informed to that
effect, and he thought some inquiry should
be made, because Government departments
were not benevolent asylums.

The TREASURER : The man in charge would
not telerate that.

Mr. VOWLES: He understcod that there
was one man employed there who had nof
done any work for a couple of years,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The report of the
Government Printing Office, taken with the
statement of the Auditor-General, showed that
the position of the institution was a sabis-
factory one. In some minor directions there
might be political control at the Printing
(Ofiice, but the Government Printer was i
nian who would not allow political control
to interfere with his administration. At any
rate, he would not like to be the Minister
who attempted to try it on with the Govern-
ment Printer, becausc something would
happen. The report disclosed a satisfactory
state of affairs. After providing for £4,000
foc depreciation of machinery, there was a
profit for the year of £25,787.

The Trrastrer : That also makes provision
for the payment of rent.

Mr. TAYLOR: That was most satisfac-
tory. There had been an increase in the
profits from all departments excopt three.
The stocks on hand on 30th June last were
valued at £60,000, so the sales the leader of
the Opposition referred to must have taken
place since then.

He thought it was a mistake for political
organisations, whether Labour, Natlon‘ah;sts,
cor Country party, to have their printing
done at the Printing Office with the stamp
of the Government Printer thereon. In the
best interests of the State that practice should
be stopped.

The TreEastrig: The work is good in the
context and good in the make-up.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was bad in the context
but good in the make-up. All political
parties should have their printing done in
cutside institutions. If circulars were issued
bearing the name of the Government Printer
which stated all the good things the Govern-
ment had done—another Government would
issue similar pamphlets over the Govern-
ment Printer’s name telling all the bad thiogs
the present Government had done, and it
was time that sort of thing was stopped.

The Treasvrer: If you like, you can
arrange to get all your printing done by the
“ Worker.”

Mr. TAYLOR: He had nothing to say
against the Government Printer competing
with outside offices, if he could do the work
as cheaply and as well as they, but they
should not allow political pamphlets to be
issued from the Printing Office.

Mr. SIZER (¥undah): He understood a
scheme was in contemplation for the curtail-
ment of work at the Printing Office. It would
certainly reduce the efficiency of the office
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if that was carried out. Many firms in town
found the work at the Printing Office most
efficicnt, while it could be done chcaper than
by private firms,

The TREASURER: Yet your leader would
prevent our party getting our printing done
there.

Mr. SIZER: His leader was speaking
more or lesg in regard to political pamphlets.
The Opposition had a certain amount of
doubt as to whether that work was paid for,
au<d that was the reason for their objestion
to it. He knew that much private work
had to be turned down on @ccount of certain
arrangements which would not permit of

the Government Printer handling
[12.30 p.m.] that work. The department had

returned to the Treasury a large
profit on the year’s transactions, and the
policy of the Government should be to
extend the office wherever possible and go
into the business which was profitable, instead
o{)l\\ asting time on that which was unprofit-
able.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington): The hon. member for Nundah,
he took it. was not against the Government
Printing Office doing outside work.

No.
The TREASURER : The hon. member for

Bulimba at one time -wwas very strongly
against the Government Drinter taking out-
side work. An incident had occurred about
nine years zgo, when the hon. member, who
was the Treasurer of the day, refused to
allow the Water and Sewerage Board to have
their printing done at the Government
Printing Office.

Mr. Si7ER:

Some reference had been madeé io inter-
ference with the Government Printer. The
only perion who had cndeavonred to intcr-
fere with the Government Prin*-y was the
hon, member for Bulimba, who, when Trea-
sarer, said, “You must take no outeide
work.”  Afterwards, he understood, the hon.
gentleman complained ahout some other
matter of quite a personal nature, The sug-
gertion, he believed, was that the work of
thie office should be opened with morning
nrayer. {Laughter.)

Hon. W. H. Barxes:
v little of that yourself.

The TREASURER: It was & purely com-
mercial  transaction to  have pamphlets
rinted at the Government Printing Office.
e (Mr. Fihelly) had generally been asso-
ciated with the pamphleteering part of his
party’s activities, and he liked it to be well
done—good context, good arguments, good
reszoning, and an attractive get-up. Some
men in the Government Printing Office had
shown they were really artists in that special
kind of work.

Mr. MORGAN:

3

You could do with

=]

Cannot the ‘“ Worker” do

it ?
The TREASURER: He understood that
the hon. member for Murilla at one time

was associated with some paper in Victoria.
The hon. member, therefore, would under-
stand that the machinery used in a news-
paper office was quite different tc that used
m an cxtensive institution like the Govern-
ment Printing Office.  Ile thought thev
should be very well satisfied with the office,
which had made a good profit last vear. He
was endeavouring to ascertain what stocks
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were held. So far as he knew, they had not
refused any outside work. The instructions
were to take as much as could be obtained
~—Iinstructions diametrically opposite to those
issued by the hon. member for Bulimba when
he was Treasurer.

Hon., W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
hon. gentleman said he had heard that at
cne time the ‘ Brisbane Courier” had
been printed at the Government Printing
Office.  As a matter of fact, on one occa-
sion the ¢ Worker ” machinery broke down,
and the proprietary were in a dilemma with
regard to getting their paper out. He had
given authority for the work to be done at
the Government Printing Office, in order
that the * Worker > might be issued in time.
He could only conclude that that was why
there were so many cartoons of him in the
“Worker.” Some dav, when the Chairman
was not very busy, and when the House was
adjourned, he (Mr. Barvnes) might have the
privilege and pleasure of showing him his
cartoon album. It reallr was most entertain-
ing. Some werce not very striking likenesses,
but that did not matter very much. By and
by, when, perhaps, the present member for
Rulimba had ceased to exist. somcone would
say, ‘“ That hon. member for Bulimba was
not a very good-looking fellow.”” (Laughter.)

The Government Printer wus a most cap-
able man, and had a most canable staff. A
very great deal of work used to come to the
Queecnsland Government Printer from the
Scuth.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
comes from New Zealand.

Laxps: Some

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Was that nct an
indication that the Government Printing
Office in Queensland was able to hold its own
with other offices in the Commonwesith in
regard to the excellence of its wo

Reference had hson made to pa.nphlets
that had been sent out. It had beon a very
propar reference. No Government—whether

they were National, Counfry party, or
Tabour—had a right to use the Government
Printinrg Office for the civenlati their
nolitical views. The temptation was very

great for work to be carried out—possibly
some pressure having been brought to bear
at rates which might not be remuncrative,
Tt was exceedingly wrong for that to be done.

The TREASTRER : Do you nof think that any
persen who wants printing done should have
the right to go there?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: When influence
was excrcised by the hon. member, then it
was positively dangerous—the hon. men.ber
had asked for that retort—as it opened the
door to all kinds of abuses. Then, again,
if a member of Parliament who was not a
member of the Cabinet, or possibly a mem-
ber of the Cabinet, got a cireular printed
at the Government Printing Office, it would
have a great deal more weight with the
unthinking members of the community if
they saw the name of the Government
Printer at the bottom instead of the name
of an ordinary printer. No Government but
the present Government had adopted that
practice. Tt was perfectly certain that the
door had been opened in a way which might
mean positive danger so far as the employees
were concerned. They knew that the Trea-
surer, because an employee in another de-
partment did not express himself in the way

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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he thought he should, gave him the *‘ order
of the sack.”

The TREASURER : And any officer who does
the same thing should get the sack, too.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: “ No victimisa-
tion” was in the forefront of the Govern-
ment’s poliey.

The TREASURER: It was not victimisation;
he lied publicly.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
knew that he did a mean and contemptible
thing by that individual. He would like to
know from the Treasurer what amount was
spent last year on paper, machines, type,
fuel, light, ete. The amount appropriated
was £60,000, and there was an increase this
vear of £10,000.

The TREASURER : The figures asked for
by the hon. member for Bulimhka were—

Paper, £77,584; electric current, £1.155;
linotype metal, £1,135; type, etc., £646;
new plant, £322; sundries (plant), £738;

timber, £222; gas, water, sanitation, £1,086;
sundries, £1826. They spent, therefore,
about £84.000.

Hon. W. H. Bar~es: Then, how far will
the £70,000 go this year?

The TREASURER : He thought it would
be all right this year. Paper had come
down, for one thing. The profit for the year,
notwithstanding the extra expendibure,
amounted to £25000, which was eminently
satisfactory.

Mr. MORGAN (Muwurilla): Whilst he had
no objection whatever to the Government
Printing Office entering into competition
with outside printing offices, he thought that,
on the other hand, outside printing offices
should be able to enter into competition with
the Government Printer, and that the Go-
vernment departments should obtain prices
from outside firms to sce whether the
Government Printer was really profiteering
on Government work or nct. IHe had been
told by scveral shire clerks in his district
that the Government Printer was charging
exorbitant prices for books and other things
which they were compelled to get from him,

The TRE4SURER : There is no truth in that.

Mr. MORGAN : He understood there was
truth in it. Up to the last vear or two the
local authorities were able to get those books
wherever they desired. If the Government
Printer was charging exorbitant prices to
Government departments, it was easy for
him to show a profit, and, in order to find
out whether he was actually able to compete
with outside printing offices, some of the
Government departments should call for
tenders, the Government Printer tendering
for that work just as he would for outside
work. There was no reason why the Govern-
ment Printing Office should be subsidised by
other departments. The prices of material
had gone up considerably during the last
four or five years. Had anything been done
to ascertain whether the Government Printer
was not now charging exorbitant prices?

The TrEasurbr: That is not so.

Mr. MORGAN: Had any inquiries been
made?

The TREASURER: Yes. As a matter of fact,
I know of one department which got quota-
tions quite recently from the Government
Printer and from all the other printers in
town.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Mr. MORGAN : He was very glad to hear
it. It was all very well for the Government
Printer to show a profit of £25,000 when
customers were compelled to deal with him.

The TrEASTRER : It would be a tragic state

of affairs if the Government did not deal
from him. We keep a regular check.

Mr. MORGAN : For instance, the Railway
Department might save thousands of pounds
in the year if it called for tenders for its

printing.

The "TREsSURER: You mentioned local
authorities. Can you give us some specific
cases?

2y, MORGAN: He was in his own shire
office recently, and the clerk showed him
some books, and said that the price was 200
per cent. or 300 per cent. dearcr than before
1914, and that the council were not allowed
to got them from private firms.

The TrEASURER: Who stops them?

Mr. MORGAN: He thought they were
Looks in the form required for audit
purposes.

The Trrastrrr: The next time you see
him, you ask him for mere definite informa-
tion, and then consult me. 1 think he is
under a misapprehension.

Mr. MORGAN: He would. He had said
to the shire clerk, “ Why do you have to go
to the Government Printer?” and he had
veplied, ©“ We are compelled to go to the
CGrovernment Printer whether we like it or
not.”” The shire clerk had also shown him
the prices that were charged in 1814 for cer-
tain things that had been procured from -
firm in Brisbane. He would make further
incuiries.

The TreasurRer: The Government Printer
only charges sufficient to allow of a fair
profit.

Mr. MORGAN: The Government had no
right to compel local authorities or anybody
elve to get their printing done by the Go-
vernment Printer unless the Government
Printer was able to show that he could do
the work cheaper than an outside firm. The
mutter should be left to the local authoritics.
The Commissioner for Railways, if he so
desired, should have power to cail for
tenders for printing, and the Government
Printer could put in a tender, and, if he
could prove to the Commissioner that he was
able to do the work as cheaply as an outside
firm, he should get the work, bui not other-
wise. That should apply to all Government
departments.  Thousands of pounds per
annum were spent on printing.

The 'TrrasvrErR: The Railway Commis-
sioner has his own printer.

Mr. MORCGAN: To a certain extent, but
the Government Printer also did some of
his work. The Government Printing Office
shbould be in the same position as any other
printing office. It should stand only on its
merits, and should be self-supporting. The
Government Printer should not be able to
have special customers whom he could charge
what he desired and make a profit, when,
perhaps, on other jobs he was actually
making a loss. The Government Printer
should not be able to say, “I have thou-
sands of pounds’ worth of printing every
vear from the different Government depart-
ments, and I can charge what I please,” and
then, in order to keep his machines .a.nd men
employed full time, tender for outside work
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and do that work at a loss. Very often a
factory manufactured certain goods for local
copsumption for which they got the full
value, but ther very often sent goods to
cther parts of the world and sold them at
a loss in order to keep their machinery and
their staffs running full time. The Govern-
ment Printer, hecause of the fact that he
kad numerous customers in the different
Government departwents whom he could
charge exorbitant prices, was in a better
position to tender for outside work.

The SecreTarY For PUsLIc Lanps: Do you
krow of any CGovernment in Australia doing
what you are suggesting?

Mr. MORGAN: He was not tronbling
#bout any other Governments, If other Go-
vernments were adopting a system that was
wrong, the Queensland Government should
not adopt it. ¥le knew a little about news-
paper work and jobbing work. and knew
vwhat he was talking about. The Govern-
ment departments should pay only a fair and
reasonable price.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): He
would like to make some reference to the

uvses the Government Printing Office had
Lean put to. Just before the last general
elections a certain speech was delivered in
another place, That speech was distributed
all over the State. He had received several
copies. 'The amount of money wasted by
the Government on that occasion showed
that the Treasurer was oblivious to the needs
of the State. If there was ever a travesty
in connection with a Governor’s Speech,
it was that speech, and the Treasurer
was & party to distributing it broadcast,
25 he was official head of the Government
Printing Office. He did not know whether
the speech was distributed in the railway
carriages, but wherever one went he found
copies, It was done entirely for party pur-
poses, and was a reflection upon those who
had anything to do with it. Vet they were
told that the Government Printing Office
should be used for printing political propa-
ganda. Probably there was a good deal in
what had been said by other hon. members.
There was always a temptation to charge
ithe various departments excessive prices,
because there was no onc to compete with.
It was perfectly clear that an amount of
£2,126 had been spent in the distribution
of the Governor’s Speech last year. It was
surprising that a Treasurer, with any sense
of self-respect as a Treasurer, should send
out a document of that kind, and allow him-
sell to be a party to making the officers of
the Government Printing Office responsibie
for sending it out in the way in which they
did. He did not know what the Government
were coming to in that respect. It meant
that the very high traditions that used to
weigh with men conducting public affairs
had gone, and the Treasurer was largely
responsible for bringing that about.
Question put and passed.

STORES.
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
DPuddington) moved—

‘“ That £8,396 be granted for ¢ Stores.”
There "was a reduction of one in the staff.
There was an increase in the vote of £452,
due to the ordinary automatic increases.

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): He
wished to ask the Trcasurer what policy was
beirg pursued at the Government Stores in

[20 OcToBER.]
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connection with purchases. With the increas-
ing value of many articles, the
responsibility of the Government
Storckeeper was becoming greater.
There was one particular phase he wished
to get information about from the Treasurer.
Had the Government Storekecper full
authority, when making purchases, to get
cuotations outside? He thought that the
Government Storekeeper should avail himse'f
of every opportunity of buying in the
cheapest market, He had nothing to sty
against any official in the departwent; his
experience was that all the officers were
always anxious to do their very best. There
used to be a poliey in operation under which
the Government, when they wanted certain
linss, took advantage, through the Govern-
ment Storckeeper, of giving an opportunits
to business people to quote prices. Was that

[2 p.m.]

policy, which was discontinued in certain
directions, going to be revived? At one
time, business people were asked by the

Government Storekeeper every Monday morn-
irg to quote for certain lines and supply
samples; and, after esamining the quality
of the samples, the storekeeper would make
a choice and buy in the buest market. Since
the incoming of the State cnferprises, that
policy in some directions had been put on
one side, and the result was detrimental to
tle departmert and was bringing about great
dangers in regard to some of the State enter-
prises, It was not desirable that any
manager of a State department should be
in the position of having no competitors,
and should be able to obtain supplies through
another department without any competition.

4 was unbusinesslike, and it opencd the door
—ocspecially in enterprises which were gelting
into a tight corner—to very great abuses.
Was it a fair thing to suggest to any Stat>
enterprise, “ Here.is an order; fill it. a=d
put on your own price”? That was unbusi-
nesslike and unfair to the trading com-
munity.

The TrREasurzr: If the price is satisfac-
tory, I do not see any objection to it.

Hoy. W. H. BARNES: Surely a State
enterprise ought to be put on all fours with
private enterprises in regard to competition.
He was dealing more particularly with what
might be called the produce section, in which
ko knew that competition was not being
allowed, and it was putting the departmern!
into a position in which it should not be
placed. Seeing that there was a rumour that
the State Produce Agency had had a very
bad vear, was there not a temptation, when
quoting for stores, to try and make up m
other directions for some of the Josses made?
The Treasurer shook his head, but the fact
remained that it was an open door which was
a positive danger—he did not care who the
manager or the parties were—to the trading
community generally. If the Treasurer was
going to make a purchase for himself, would
he, if he had a considerable sum of money o
expend, be satisfied with one quotation? Ile
was sure the hon. gentleman would not.

The TREASURER : It is a transaction between
one department and another, and you assume
that one department will be dishonest to
another department.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: The clement of
human nature came into all these things.
e was on very sound ground in saying that
if a Government department was being well
run, it should not hesitate to get quotations
cutside the State agencies. Was it at all

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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likely that the Government Storekeeper,
knowing the policy of the Government, would
at any time favour those who were outside
State cnterprises? He “ould certainly orr,
if there was competition, in giving orders to
parties who were associated with State enter-
prises. The whole policy was wrong, and
ought to be rectified.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington) : The remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba on this matter were rathev
interesting. The Stores Department was not
run for profit, although profit was made—
last year a profit of £5,000 being made,
which was paid into the consolidated revenuse.
The Storekeeper had almost absolute discre-
tion, and secured samples and quotations.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: He does not in all
cases.

The TREASURER: He had a few con-
tracts, and with the exception of the Siale
Produce Agency, his work was untrammelled.
They should support their own enterprises or
else wipe them out. Some time ago, the
Government Printing Office had been sub-
jected to criticism; 1t was urged that it was
not bearing the same charges as private con-
cerns, and waz able to quote lower prices;
but, if the Government Printing Office did
not do printing as cheaply as outside firms,
allowing for the slightly better conditions
given to the workers, it would have to close up.
That was the only logieal thing. If one
State onterprise was not going to help
another State enterprise. then one should go.
It was inconcoivable that any official em-
ployed in a Statec entorprise would extort
something, through the Stows Department,
from another department that he had no
right to. If an officer were guilty of mal-
plactxceb he would be dealt with very sum-
marily, It was the policy of the Govern-
ment, believing as they did in nationalisa-
tion, that one State enterprise should help
another. He knew some very prominent
officers in the Government service who were
agarinst nationalisation, and the best protest
they could enter against nationalisation would
be to resign and be no longer employed by
the Governiment. That was loglc It would
be unthinkable for the Government to per-

nit  the manager of the State Produce

Agener to insure with a private insurance
company while there was a State Insurance
Department; otherwise they might as well
wipe the \‘hole thmg out. The othu; of the
thing were

1 ere clear, though the principle of
nationalisation might be argued.  Thoze
oppos«d to nationalisation nmht s that the
Government should go out, and they might

say they were against nationalisation alto-
gether; but the Government were pledged to
the nationalisation of most utilities, and,
belmv,n“ in that principle, they must carry it
out in its cntirety. He would point cut to the
hon. member for Bulimba that the State dld
not lose through it.

Hon. W. H. Barnrs: How do you know?

The TRE ASURTR He would give one
illustration where the (;melnment Printer
quoted slightly above the price of an out-
side firm, but he was able to demonstrate
thmt it was only the difference between the

vages paid by the Government Printer and
the wages paid outside.

An OpPOSITION MEMBER :
job.

The TREASURER : And he got the job,
which was quite right. If the State Produce

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

And he got the
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Ageney were to charge other departments an
unfair price thr ough the Stores Branch, the
Storekeeper would report it munegmtol*

Hon. W. H. BaBNES: Probably he would
be afraid to do so.by reason of the policy
of the Government.

The TREASURER: If the State enter-
prises people and the Government Store-
keeper cénspired together in regard to giving
quotations, he would not tclerate it; and,
if he found ithe Storckeeper winked at any
overcharge to another subdepartment, that
would be the end of the Storekeeper.

Hon. W. H. Barxus: Your argument is
nothing but sophistry.

The TREASURER : Not at all. It would
be inconceivable to think that, having a
State Insurance Office they could allow any
subdepartment to insure outside. With the
\ceptlon of the State Producc Agency and
other tate enterprises, quotations were
sought and samples were secured, and they
mede covtain contracts. If it could be shown
that a State enterprise charged more than a
private concern, then it would have to go
by the bhoard.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
The Treasurer in the illustration he gave
stated definitely that the Government Printer
submitted a price, and the Produce Agency
had shown that they could get the work
done cheaper outside; but because 1t was a
State enterprise, the work had to go to the
Government Printer.

The Treastrer: That Is not so.
misrepresenting the matter.

My, T. R. ROBERTS: In conncction with
oﬁhel‘ mattors, the Goverl}ment Qtorekeeper
did not get an opportunity of testing the
market.

The Treastrer: His instructions are that
he has to report to me if he is charged more
by a State cnterprise than by a private
individual.

Question put and passed.

You are

WATER STPPLY.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,

Puddington) moved—
“That £23,970 be granted for ¢ Water
Supply.”
’j"hdt was a decrease on the ap")mpnatlon of
last vear of £12,694, but it wsas an increase
in the actual O\pendltme of £2,800. Excel-
hnt work was belng carried oub by the

Water Supply Department, but it was mostly
of a preliminary character, such as the
investigation of storage sites for reservoirs
and the conservation of water for irrigation
purposes, stream gauging, etc. That was a
work that met with the approval of cvery
hon, member, and the vote could not very
well be cut down.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul): He noticed that
there was a_ decrease of :£12,964, of which
£7.650 was in connectlon with wages, field
assistance, observers and recorders, instru-
ments, purchase of plant, etc., and he pre-
sumed that was due to the fact that the
works had been stopped and the men put off.

The TrEASURER: When the instruments are
bought you do not want to buy them again.

Mr. PETRIE: He was not referring so
much- to instruments.

The TreasurRer: Last year £3500 was
voted for the purchase of plant. This year
only £5(C is required for that purpose.
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Mr. YETRIE: That was a very important
vot>, The Inkerman irrigation scheme and
other irrigetion works would be of great
benefit to the country, but, according to the
Auditor-General’s report, the cost of the
Inkerman irrigation scheme was considerably
more than was anticipated.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will not discuss that question.

Mr., PETRIE: There was an amended
estimate so far as that work was concerned.
He supposed that in the meantime the work
was practically hung up.

The Treasvrer: Oh, no! Any dilay was

merely due to the fact that there was a diffi-
calty in sceuring material.

Mr. CORSER (Buwrnctt): The vote bhad
always been a «<iszppointment to Country
members. Land settlement formed a big part
in the future development of the Stais, and
they could not have proper land settlement
unless water fasilities were provided as well.
I one thing more then dnothu was requiresd
in moomldncl it was surface water, yei they
found in the last that, owing to the Lusk of
water, settlers were har’\po od in their opera-
tions. He considered thut the Water Su iplv
Dopartm eut did not help land ’ett‘omeut in

the way 1t should do. The vote for water
supply was small enough last year; but he
noticed that the Treasurer wes now asking

for an anpropriation of £23970—a reductlon
of £12,691. as compared with 1aqn year. In
spite of the fact that there was a larger
number of settlers in the State. a ]LSSQT sun
was voted for water supply. Last vear the
}’)GIILLU‘I] leas: selections numbered 1308, and
the prickly-pear selections mowﬁu 400, while
there was a total in the number of salections
taken up under all headings of 2,100, as coun-
pared with the previcus twelve menths, If the
Water Supply Department did not think it
necessary to visit the country districts, and
give assistance to the men on the land, they
ought to cleie up that departeaent mtorretrel
Instcad of the Water Supnly Dopmtment
keeping up with the requirements of the
Stute, they were merely tinkering with the
matter.  All the Acts relating to settloment
depended upon water being Hl])})u(‘d to the
Qotﬂ(\h Th(‘_v had provision in thnn mgls
lation for monev to bhp granted to seitlers
under the State ‘\dv"nr‘u {'orporation: but,
if they made application to that department,
it would be turned down. becsuse there was
no water available- on the sslections.  Te
would like to sce the dep J‘mh‘nt sup’)hed
with ufF ient funds to provide watey swhen-
ever new land Jas tdken up for "“Toction.
In fsct, no now Crown Javd should be thrown
open for seleetion unless there was a sufficient
supply of water on each block.

Mr. BreNNax: There would be
settlement at all under that.

Mr. CORSER: It would be a prots
for the individual who took up land,
then found he could not get anv water.

no land

stion

and

Mr. JTARTLEY : Lndel vour proposal the
big station owners would hdl’* on to all the
water frontages.

Mr. CORSER: The big station owners had
no claim on the water frontages. The Water
Supply Department was in the hands of a
Lebour Government, and the hon. member’s
interjection showed that he knew nothing
about the matter., The hon. member for
Fitzroy knew nothing about the administra-
tion of the Rights in Water Act at all.

[20 OcTOBER.]
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Mr. ‘Hartiey : I know all about the tricks
of your crowd, who hold the water fron-
tages, and also hold the country at the back
of them.

Myr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman knew
nothing about the Act at all, because, if he
read it through, he would And that 21l the
rights to “’Lt(‘l were held by, the Crown.
The Crown not only held the rights to the
water, but it was definitely laid down in the
Act that the settler had no right to the water
beyond the edge of the gravel, sand, or
rubble in the creek. It was defined, when
they were fixing the responsibility on the
settler for destroying mnoxious weeds, thab
his responsibility ended where the gid\el
or sand in the creck began.

Mr. Brexnan : That was settled by
Court case.

Mr. ("ORSER: The Government sccured
from the Crown law officers a definition
which showed that the settler pd no right
below the mark defined on ihe plan, and
that mark commenced where the rubble,
sand, or gravel started. That was a defini-
tion given by the Crown law office adminis-
tered bv the Tabour Government, and i was
in * Hansard.”

3y, IIsrtEY: You cut his fenee across
the creek, and see what will happen.

Mr. CORSER: The fenee had nothing to
do with it. The squatter had no right to
water on resumed areas—had no right to
the water at all. The Government provided
water-finders at an expense of about £780
a vear, and they went round picking sites
for water on land newly thrown open.

The TrEasTRER: They are water wizards
or wagicians. Do not reflect o one of your

the High

colloagues
Be '(TORSER: He unrderstood thst there
were 430 sites locsted by the water diviners

last year out of a total of 2,100 farms thrown
open.

The CHHAIRMAN: Order!
hon. geutleman is not going
divining on this vote.

Mr. CORSER: The Government did noth-
ing for the individual sclector In connection
with finding water for his holding.

The Treasvrer: What about the Water
Trusts ?

%Tr. CORSILR : He was speaking about the
individuals, The department always left it
to the individual to find water for himseli.
Although they had legislation ‘o make pro-
visicn for water under the various Acts,
when applications were made for assistance
they were alwuys turned down, although a
selector might have no water on hla property

T hope the
to diseuss waber

at all. Th"xt was onc of the great troubles
in their scftlemclxt conditions,
[2.30 p.m.] and it all hinged on the fact
that they had not always surfacs
water available. The department should

make it available. The revenue during last
year from alienated land was £1,600,000,
while m the last four years the amount had
been £5,695,515. The State also had sccured
dm’nq those four years £1,453,000 from the
land tax. That made a total collection of
over £7,000,000 from the alienated land,
