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THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1921 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bertram, M'aree; 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION oF Co;\IMITTEE-FouRTEENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. KiTzcan, Brisbane, in the cha·ir.) 

THE TREASURER. 

LAND AND INCOME TAX. 

Quc,tion stated-
" 'fhat £51,915 be granted for 'Land 

and Income '.rax.'" 
:\,lr. KERR (Enoggera) : Last year he had 

prophesied that the taxation returns would 
.-l1o'1· -an increase, and he had been proved 
to be correct, because the increase had been 
£300,000. There had been a slight reduction 
in regard to stamp dut", but the income tax 
had increased bv £400,000. Queensland was 
not getting a fair deal from the Common­
wedth in regard to its sources of taxation. 
The State was something like £1,000,000 per 
annum worse off than if it had retained the 
JlOIYCr to levy custom~ and excise duty. In 
proportion it had received a n,-rca.t deal moro 
nnder the Braddon clause of the Australian 
Constitution than it had been rcceivino- since 
~hat cl~use had boon cancelled i~ th';, year 
1910. D nder the ~\ustrahan Constitution the 
follo\ving matters were vested exclusively in 
the Federal Government, <'ither by specific 
c,uaC't!1·H~nt or by transfer of the powers from 
tne ~tato :--

" Indirect taxation by cuf-toms and 
excise; bountie ~; defence; po,.ts, tele­
graph,, and telephones; quarantine; 
lighthouses, et,;~.; rncte"rological; census; 
patents, etc.;. natnralib~!tion; invalid and 
cl cl ago pe.:.1 ,Ions." 

Th0 po-...n~rs excrcisa ble bv both FederaJ and 
State Governments included-

" Direct taxation; indirect taxation 
other than h.v customs and excise ; 
~tatistics: banking: insuranc~:.Y; bank­
r':lptcy anq in_sol vency; n1arriage ~B.nd 
divorce; Imnugration; railwavs and 
tramways: industrial arbitration· 
justice; Govornrnent loans." ' 

Among the matt, 1·s which were reserved for 
t~H~ StntPs \Vcre-

" l~ducati on; mn11ng; agriculture; 
~·ab bits; water. supply -and sewerage; 
harbourF and nvers; roads and bridges; 
medic..!; hPalth; lunacv 1tnd ch>tritable · 
museums and public inv,t-i_tutions; gaols~ 
police." 

So that t-h!' Stat.e clearly had to meet com­
n:Htments 1n vanous channrh from which 
thoro was no repro-ductive return. \Vhen thev 
c:tmc to consider the question thev found tha"t 
Jt was understood that only in vgreat mner­
::;cncy would the f'ommonwealth enter the 
field of direct Ltxa~ion. That was horne out by 
t~e}1ctum of Chwf Judg-e Marshal!, of the 
L m cod States Supremo Court~ 

" The power to tax involves the power 
to destroy, and the power to dostro' may 
dofoat and render useless the pm~'er to 
err ate." 

There was. no doubt that thr 'Comnlo1n\·;oc_dth 
~b:;' u:ter<ng the fif'ld o_~ c_~irort taxation b-T 
imposing land tax, income tax, an entcrtain­
nw:d:s ta "'-• and other forms of tax~·had 
stopped the indust-ries of Queen·,land from 
going ahead as they ought. and kssenf'd 

the power to create. The Imperial Govern­
ment might enforce direct taxation on the 
p,eoplc of Australin, in great emergonc;j', 
although wiser counsels had directed that 
ther should not do so; but tho Common 
w<-alth Government, although under a some­
what oimile,' constitution, had overstepped the 
mark, and inflicted on the people of the State 
direct taxation even greater than the State 
itself waq extracting. It was true that in 
emorgency the Commonwealth might do that, 
and might cay t-hat the commitments in 
regard to the war were such that it h.1d to 
impoc.c, direct taxation; bnt the land tax, 
for in;;tance, was imposed by the Common~ 
wealth before there "\VU'' any national en1er­
gcncy. Quer•nsland had loct approximately 
£1.000,000 per annum by not getting together 
a Committee of the House to consider tho 
question. and the Treasurer had said that 
they mig-ht possibly loc;e even 25s. per 
capita paynwnt. 

The TllEASURER: I said t-he matter was 
under di,cussion at tho last .Premiers' Con­
ference. 

Mr. KERR: They should not go into 
recess until the question wn,s discuc,~d. To 
chow that the Commonwc.1lth were infring­
ing on 8tate rights by i1Y1posing ,direct taxa­
tion, ho wished to quote hom the " Common­
\YCalth ;;{Par Book "--

" The question of the imp< sit ion by the 
Commonwealth Parliament of -ciircct taxes 
such as land and incon1e taxf''1 1 s one 
which has boon the eubject of consider­
able discus;ion, and the opinion has been 
expressed that the intention d the 
framers of th _ Constitution w·as that of 
restricting the powers of taxation of the 
Comlnon·wealth to the in1position of 
cu·~to1ns and excise dutit s except in case 
of great national pori!." 

~\s he had pointed cut already, the q•Jestion 
arose in 1910 b. :oro the u--bef on' th--r<' 
was anv national peril. In "The Coming 
CrHnlnonwt.tlt,h," Sir Robert Cfarran said-

" It is unlikely that, cxcopt in great 
cn1d'gcncie~, the Fcd_•ral Government need 
resort to other mo-des of taxation; but, 
since on1ergencios may happen its po\Y8l'.S 
of direct and indirect taxat-i;n ought to 
be unlimited." 

rt'hcre was no doubt that the Con1monwcalth 
had entcrcJ. the Stat0's sph~-re of action, and 
was ttking rr p-Jod d(':t l of the taxation reycnue 
that should Le c,Jrning to the StntG. The Si at 
still had to main'·. in all the chaJ·italJlo 
iL:.ltiiatlons. \Yith the <'XCoption of the inYalid 
and olr1-ag'C p-.:nsions: but it haJ been 
depri-n~d of a lc·dtin1ate source of reYonue 
b:: the Con1m.Jn\\~ealth invading iL dornain 
of taxation. l-Ie mentioned the math>r 
bc{·ause a PTemiers' ConfPrcncc \Yas shor~1v 
to bo held. In \VP>t-crn Anstral'a the n•attc;· 
had bcf:n con2jdcrcd bv Pnrli:unc-~lt. fu:l 
tL.':'s discussiotJ was al1o1\'rd by the Prcrni·_.r. 
and, as a result of the di~cus':iio~. son1o of 
th0 State officials were attached to the Parlia­
Inenf:try Cou1n1ittce that wn') appointed and 
v;:u· no,,.- goi11g into thi3 n1atter. 

The PRE1IIER: I an1 qujte \1·i1Jing to allow 
you to have a full day's cli-cussioa here. 

:\h. KERR : They hacl already dealt V"ith 
it in \Vcsto;:n Australia. It hild a1so been 
('onsidcrC'd b:v the Legislatiye Asse1nbly in 
South Au:::tralia, and was con1ing- before thP 
Ilousc in Tas1nnnia; Lut nn opportunity had 
not been given in Queensland. However, he 

illr. J( err.] 
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acccpt:,d the assm·>tncc of the Premier that 
a:·1 opp'-rtunity would be given. 

The PRE:.IIER: No. I will giyc yon .n 
Oj)j_)ortu:-Jity to discu' s it as fully as yo~l 
lik(~. 

),lr. KERR: He did not desire to di .cl " 

the matter at any lPngth. In 191r the Bnd· 
don eiau~e of tho Australian Con~titution was 
superseded by the payr11ent of 25s. per capita 
to the State·:. 

J\1r. FEHRICKS: Is it a fact that you arc a 
cr,ndidatc for the Fcderv.l Com en Lion'! 

ivlr. KERR: He would not be at all sur­
tn·ised. Collsidcring that an Act had alrcad.: 
·Gcen introduced providing· th'' t protection 
should be giycn to likely Feclerrd candidates, 
~uch as the hon. n1mnbcr for l1,ocklunnpton, 
one rnight exrw:~t an~'thing; bnt he W<J '· not 
on the Gon~r:nnent side and as not likely 
to get leg·idation to n1ect hi,, particular rir­
('lllnstan('es. TJnder tho Braddon clause the 
Commom~,,ealth Government were entitled to 
l'L' a in 25 per cent. of the reYC"aU·' fron1 Cus­
tonls and Excise. In 1902 the Uon1l\JC,nwealth 
retain< l 14.7 per cent.: and in 1909. 25 per 
c .'nt. Iu lalO the 25s. per he act payment 
~unc:·sedcd tho Braddon claw~:e, and in Hl __ 
th~ total rcYeilUC fro _ll CiJ~toltlS and Excise 
wa.s £12,000,000, and the Commonwealth re­
tu incd 55.7 ;1cr cent. imtcacl of the 25 per cont. 
they wonlcl h:tYe been ontith J to under the 
Br~dclon c'.<tu ~c, so that the Sto.to ]o,,t the 
differcn< c between the 25 per cent. and the 
55.7 per er ut. of the Cmt nns and Excise 
rcv0nue collected. In 1915 the Cu toms and 
Excis0 rcwnue had increased to £14,000,000, 
and the Commonwealth retained 55.8 per 
CO,lt., the Sbte ac ain losing the difference 
lrctY een the l wo schemes. In 1919 t.he Cus­
torns and Excise y.-yenuc went up to 
£17J'f)0,0L·0, a'1d was ni1l gcin~· up )'lar aher 
"'~ f' 'r: ar ,l tl'' CotllJnon-..YeaH-:1 retained 62.1 
per cent. Tho 2·~s. per C;:tpita was a n1uch 
lcsR<'r oum than 25 per cent. of the Customs 
end Excis,,. 'I'hose were things in rc:;ard to 
taxation that the State of Queensland had to 
consjder seriously. Recently, a C01nmission 
had been appointed by tloe Fed er .1 Govcrn­
Hlent to consider the question of the Co1nn1on­
wealth and State spheres of taxatjon, and 
this matter had not come before that Com­
r.ti'',sion. The VYings of unification or centra­
lisation which exi-ted at the pre;ent time 
had t.o be ciipped. He was not out for the 
Stato's isCllation, nor for thr kss of State 
rig~1ts. 

T"bc TREASu:nr:TI: Do vou f:l\~ thAt the plr 
r;:cpit,l. pa:·n1ents havo n~Ycr bc0n di~, :·ussed? 

]\Jr. KERR: They wcro no', disr11 ,sed by 
the re(·ent Cornn1is..-ion on taxation. 

'I'he Tm•suRER: I will give you a <'opy 
cf it. 

Mr. KERR: He had a copy, and he made 
it his business to read th:Jse tnattcr _, Ii 
v;as a 1nattcr that requjred u gcod dcnl o~ 
considcratio:_1 by the Stat~, and he sorry 
tt1at the thrc(' most important States h:.tcl 
rnt seen fit to take so1na nction. ~cw Et;uth 
-yy,,j, ',and Victoria wero State' that benefited 
by tho fic.cal policy, but in Queemland this 
at present was not the case. \Vcst,'"n Aus­
tralia, South Australia, Tasmania, and 
Qucr nsland had to fight in this connection; 
already thev were sending part of this 25s. 
per head to \Vestern Au•tralia. These were 
things which the States could not sit quietly 
u: der always, without complaint. 

The TREASURER: The last Premiers' Con­
fc·rence threatened to take it off altogether. 

[1rlr. Kerr. 

Mr. KERR: It wv ; time that the States 
111ostly concerned, and particularly qucen::­
land, took action tog·other to prevent the 
Cummot!\\Tcalth withholding· the 25~. per 
capita lJaymcnt. Further, ~n a consu~nption 
basis, ~ .• c are entitled LJ n1ol'e than 25s. per 
head of populatiorJ. The l'rcwior should 
adjourn the Ilouso for a \Yf'f"k while hf and 
his colleagues went dmn1 to 1:he forthcoming 
conference. 

He ('\fr. Kerr) anted to say a few words 
with reg·ard t.o the sptem of taxing profite. 
Thev knew that the e·corbitant taxation on 
the "various industries wa;3 n1orely a tax on 
paper profits, and that business men in 
Queensland had to get overdrafts tn pay t·heir 
incom,~ tax. There 1vero hon. members lu 
that Chamber who had already had to raise 
overdrafts to pay their income tax. He 
wished to quote from an address by Mr. J. P. 
JHrrcfarlanc to tht> Bris:Y:nc Chan1b0r of Coi!l­
n1crco recently. That gr ntlc1nan, \Vho V<'aS 1:121 
authorit.Y on the subject of incorne t£Jx, ~1id--

" How aro \Vt' atter11pting to carry thlt-r 
almost, oYenYhelming lor_J o£ 0xpenditurc? 
Ate \Ye v. or king fro tu nwrn till njght ln 
the fi<'lds, in the factorie,, and on the 
S('._'S? No! v.~e al'C' p-J.r8l-; sinp· nr',{ (:-·nt: 
prisct_ vvith inhibiting lC'g-is1ation ar.d crude 
taxation schen1(<,, mr. king ]o·"s--:s on ol.H 

railways, discouraging tho farmers, 1 ro­
duc·crs, and factor,y O\Yner-. 1,\ ith har""'· .. ~~ing 
enadmcnts, and scaring c1.pital." 

J\Ir. Macfarlane also said-
" Fjrst, 111anufacturers and all \vho seek 

t.o extend enterprise; c1nploying labmn~ 
should be encouraged to devote a per­
ccntag·o of their profit' by way of capital 
for such a worthy object. A subtantid 
measur.o of income tax relid should be 
granted them, so that capi1al will be 
forthcoming from t.ho"" who are com­
petent to conduct industry. Secondly. I 
consider that similar direct encourage, 
mcnt. should he given to employers wh) 
establish reeerves in order to strengthen 
and staLili~o their l;usinc-'Sf'''·" 

There were many firms in Brisbane to-da:­
who were unable to stabilise their businesse<, 
owing to the fact that income tax was im­
posed to such an enormous extent•. Turning 
to another phase of the questio ,,, a return 
which had been made bv the Attorncv­
General, showing the amount. of capital which 
had come into the State recently, had a great. 
bearing on the matter. They knew that, if 
they had reserves and put those reserves 
into business as n:w capital, their income 
tax wu, going to come clown, profits being 
taxed on the return from capital invested. 
There \VDS no nevv Inonoy earning into the 
State. They all knew that, if they issued " 
prospectns fot a company with a capital of 
£1,000,000 in £1 shares, all that was required 
under the Companies Act wa, that there 
should be seven shareholders who need only 
talw ono share each. If they looked at the 
rnoncy put into business ventures in QueBns­
land to~day, they would see that for every 
£JOO 000 authorisrrl c:1pital possibly only 
£10.000 had been subccrib~d. Instead of new 
capital coming into the f'ltate it had bcc:o 
driven out. He had already put wme of 
those· proposals before the PrBmier, and he 
sincerely hoped that the question of taxation 
in Queensland would be gone into very 
closely and reduced. He gave an avenne 
whereby taxation might be reduced a little 
bit; of course, it would h(~ at the ex;1ensc 
of thi' C':mmonwealth, but it >vas justifiable. 
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~'it 11.20 a.rn., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brun-cr), ono of ihe 

par~ol of Temporary Cha irn1en, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

~lr. TAYLOR {W-indsor): Xot·.,·ithsta"ding 
the rrreasurer's hilarity, he ·,\·ould SU3'gest 
that thll hon. member read the speeches of 
the hon. ·n1ember for Enoggcra \\'hen hr had 
a. fe,,' 1ni.nu'Les to sp:nc. 

The T~·J>U::;':HER: VVhy, you arc laughing 
yonrvelf. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Ho was quite s"tisiled the 
hon. gentleman would find those spefche' of 
snch an educational character that they 
woulcJ help hin1. hJ in1provo the adrninistra­
tion of th;o Trc.,sm-y Department. The Trea­
:urer, of cour2e, c_.,rried rnore re ,ponsibility 
than a.ny member of the Cabinet, not except­
ing the Pre1nier hirnsclf, with regard to the 
!-in:.;IH ':l of ,Qu: e11sland ~ and it \VUs not a 
right thing that the Trc[l >-urcr should .wait 
until he recciv ed reports from other Minis­
trrs as to what money wa;; being expended. 
lnste~d of sitting in hi3 ofllce, be would do 
much better work if he went out and saw 
for him"c!f how and where money was being 
oxpendc<l. That thA Government quite 
rc<tliscd the fact tlut the taxation of incomes 
had absolutely reached its limit was evi­
denced by the fact that the fiovernment had 
not introduced extra taxation this year. The 
Govcrn!Ylent realised, as bad boon pointed 
out ycaL" ago by the Oppositio;::t, that they 
r, ere gc inc_; too fast in the matter of expendi­
ture, and that there was a limit to the taxa­
tion which the people could bear, and, \dwn 
that li1nit was reached, industry ''as 
crippled, as was the case in Queensland 
to-day. The Income Tax Department had 
received pn.cticaily the whole of the returns 
for the State for the year juet ended. He did 
not know whether the Treasurer had taken 
the trouble to a·,k the Commisswnor to let 
him h .. vc an approximate return of the 
incomes as supplied by income tax payers, so 
that he could compare the amount with the 
rota! for last year. Ho was not asking for 
rrsser qneni,, because thcv took a long time 
to get through, but he felt satisfied that, if 
t'w Treasurer asked the Commifsioner to 
,;ive him an approximate return of the 
inconH , for the past yea~, he would find 
that the reHnuo which he had anticipated 
from income tax would be very much 
reduced. That was his opinion, at any rate. 

The TJ'EASUilER: \Ve have to bke a purely 
spocuLctrvc < c,t.rmatc. \Ve have not got the 
returns yet so far as they affect metals wool 
and n1eat. ' ' 

Mr. TAYLOR: He quite under -toad that 
tha-,e returns wore not available when the 
Tre~surer delivered his Financial Statement, 
and, of cour:,o, t·he Treasurer couLl only make 
an estimat-e of what taxation he thought 
would be recoivc·d. Now that they h".d 
reached October, he thought the hon. g"ntle­
nlan should have some idt"a, of what a1nount 
of incon1e tax he ''Yas going t·o rr""eivf.:>. A 
lot of responsibility rested on the Treasurers 
both in the Commonwealth and in the incli: 
vidual States, and particularly in Queens­
land. They had noticed figure•. in the 
Auditor-General's report which madt:' any 
man consider ,drat was the best. way out of 
the difficulty. The best "ay out was not to 
increase taxation, but to encourage industries 
of all kinds. 

The TREASURER: Either this week or next 
week I will introduce legislation to r-educe 
taxation. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Ho was very pleased to 
hcu that the Treasurer proposed to reduce 
ia.x,;,tion, because it \\as t.irno tho tnxation was 
reduced. It was tirrie that the revc"nuo-pro­
cllldng nc\ivitics of the State should shoulder· 
HlOl'{: of the burden n.:quired t•O <..arl'y out 
the ac :i viti< '' of the State at the present 
trme. 

:'.lr. G. P. BAR;\;ES (TT"arwick): In order 
io emphasi.c<J the attitude taken up by mem­
l m of the Opposit-ion, he stressed the fact 
that farmers and dairymen contribut cl 
largely to taxation generaily. 

The TREASURER: I told you just now that 
I would be introducing legislation in a few 
day'' time to give general relief to farmers 
and dairymen. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Ho was vc,·y glad 
to hear t·hat. 

The TRE.•SURER: You do not find the Com­
nwn,vealth Government doiug that. 

::\fr. G. l', BARNES: _Ho favoured any­
tlung that would grve rehef to farme1·s and 
won!J enc_oura;;;-e the development of the agri­
cultural mdustry. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba stressed the fact t.hat. the amount 
of . taxatim; paid by dairy. farmers was 
lnfrrntc::;utHll, "J nd "~ard that 1n the case of 
land tax it amounted to only 4 per cent. 
Tlus ,, as what the Co1nmissioner of Taxes 
said on the subject-

" Farmer" owning land valued at 
£1,280 and under, who paid tax, num­
bered 11,518, the amount of tax charged 
bemg £18,659, equal to 4.06 p 'r cent. of 
the total tax charged on all lands." 

Then they would find that the number of 
farmers who paid income tax was fairly 
small. The hon. member for 'l'oowoomba 
tal!;cd c;bout the mDn on the land having a 
good time, but those two facts contradicted 
his stat 'ment. If tho farmers were doing as 
wtJl as the hon. rnmnber for Too\\ oornba indi­
cated, then the amDunt paid in land and 
i1;corno tax would have boon grc o1tly in excess 
O< the amount shown in the return. 

:Mr. BRENNAN: They are bott er off that the 
industrialists. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The income tax 
returns showed that the employees who paid 
tax ntnnberod 6,795, and the tax as..:essed 
last, year amounted to £84,938, so that the 
cmplo~ eos paid 9.81 per cent. of the tax. So 
tho statement of the hon. member for Too­
wocmba was not borne out. 

Mr. PEASE: Only 563 dairy farmers paid 
tax last year. 

Mr. G. P. BARJ'<ES: The Jorm prescribed 
made a deduction in the land tax for both 
Fcdcr;d -and State. Supposing the amount 
[mid by farmers in connection with the land 

t.'x was only about 4 per cent. 
[11.30 a.m.] of the total, what rntio did the 

holders of hnd bc,ar to the whole 
community? In 1920 the number engaged 
in agriculture and da,irying w:;.s 26,921; so 
that they had only 'about 4 per cent. of the 
population engaged in that industry. The 
n rnarkable thing was that there was so 
little land under cultivation-only 1,018,444 
acres. \Vhilst, on the average, the tax \vas 
not great, anyone who bad lived amongs; 
agriculturists and dairymen knew how 
exceedingly irritating was the rendering of 
taxation returns. 

The TREASURER: They are irritating to 
everyone; but not nearly as irritating as the 
payment of the tax. 

jifr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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Mr. G'. P. BAR~ES: The persons engaged 
in farming and dairying and their employees 
last year numbered 62,728. It was worthy of 
note that the total value of the crops pro· 
duced was £10,386,223. Evidently, those men 
·were rendering the country groat service, 
and it woul cl bP a "" orthy act on the part 
of the Governnwnt to make the taxation as 
easy as po"~i ble for them. 

Question put and passed. 

MARINE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. F'ihelly, 
l'uddington) moYcd-

,, That £74,103 be granted for 
' lVIarine.' '' 

Hon. members would see they had reduced 
the number of the staff by oYer twenty, and 
theJ· were asking for £5,527 less than was 
Yotnd last year. That was indicative of 
certain ecouomies having been effected. 

Mr. S\YAYC\E (i'ffirani\: His electorate 
was rather a pc•:uliar one. It extended for 
150 milos inland, and also about 15 or 20 
miles out to sea; therefore this vote 
interested him. He was pleased to hbr the 
Treasurer say that tllo• had effected 
c~oncmic..:; iu this department; but he hoped 
those economics had not been effected at the 
expense of efficien•cy. Hon. members of the 
Opposition often urged against this Govern· 
rnent that ~,ufficiont recognition \vas not 
giYon to ptuf(;t.sional 8kill. 1-iis electorate 
surrounded Macka~ entirely, and Mackay 
could not exist vvithout his electorate. The 
Larboul'-111:-,..,tpr .at Iharkay a,];:,o fillrd the 
position of pilot and captain of the steamer 
·' Relief." Ho had control of all the 
shipping operations, the berthage out at the 
anchorage, tho piloting vessels into a very 
difficult port, and, in the event of a shipping 
disaster, the CJntrol of rescue work, and all 
that sort of thing. It was a very responsible 
position, calling for ito occupancy by a 
highly-skilled m.Hl. 'l'his officer received 
only £310 per a,nnum, but the fireman on 
the steamer, who had on!:: to _,hovel the coal, 
received £264 per annum. He did not say 
the fireman ,, as getting too much, but there 
should be a gre~Jtcr differ·onco of 1noro than 
£64 per annum b'Jtwcen his salary and that 
of the hurbour-Tuaster, y"·ho was aLo eapt:_;in 
of the "Relief " as v.-all, who h<td to exercise 
skill and have initiative. That was a strik­
ing illustration of the tendency of the pre· 
scut Administration to discourage trained 
professional men. 

On somB islands along the eo a st a certain 
amount of grazing and agriculture was being 
carried on. On one island a very enter~ 
pri"ing firm had gono in for sheep-raising 
and horsobreBding, and the work which those 

1
rtl8n were doing was adding to the prosperitJ 
of Quec'lsland; but they wore handicapped 
largely by the difficulty of communication 
with tho mainland. More especially during 
the season from January to the end of Anril, 
when the small craft they possessed ~ere 
heavily handicapped by the weather condi­
tions, their chance of communicating with 
the mainland was not a good one. With a 
view to encouraging those who were pro· 
du-:ing on those islands, would the Treasurer 
nnke it po,,,iblo for such steamers as the 
"Rcliof," while tunding the lighthouses to 
land mails and supplies on those islands? 

The 'l'nEASDRER: I will have that matter 
looked into. Of course, we are all desirous 
of doing our bBst for those isolated men. 

Pfr. G. P. Barnes. 

Mr. S\YAYKE: Ho hoped that the matter 
wuuld bo considcned, and that, if po ,,ible, 
steps '" oulrl be taken to assist such men who 
''ere producing on the islands off the coast. 

Mr. F'ERRICKS (South Brisbane): Not 
long ago the hon. n1embo1: for Brisbane 
"''ked cc·rtain questions a bout the disappear­
ance: of tho stean1er '' Canastot'T,'' a11d on the 
··"1n1o evening he (Mr. Ferricks) dr<~1Y atten­
ti·Jn to tho matter i11 debate. The Trea •dH'er 
replied to tbe hon. member for Brisbane 
that there were regulations under tlw Navi­
gation .Act nlaklng it Dl'C<'''~a ry that, l1cforc 
uoats loaded with inflammable 01' dangcrou, 
cargo left port, they should be in~pcctcd b.\ 
the shipping inspector, but that no <tpplication 
fo:~ inspectiod had been n1adc on behalf of 
U1e a:!ents to the Th1arine Department, and 
the inspector wa3 not a\\ aro that an inflam· 
n'"lable cargo, benzine, was being reloaded into 
tho ship. Ho abo said thrrt, in view of those 
Fspccts of the case, he had approved of a 
rccommendai-ion by the Marine Board that 
legal proceedings be h1ken. It would be 
remembered that a carp·o of about 20,000 
cases of benzine, which l1ad been daJm,ged 
or crudely manufactured, was reloaded in 
Brisbane, and that the m cm b,,rs of the 
\Yater~jcle VVorkers:' Unjon, who \\Ore loachng 
it, or ·were endcavourirg to get out some 
!)ipes, were OYCTCOD1G by the furncs. 'rho 
<jcretary. o.f the union, JHr. Dav,,~on. in com­
yr,n:: with the ship_._)ing ~Agent·~·' repre-

ntatiYt3, :made v:..~. inspe~t1on of the hold, 
and they could not tolerate tho atn1o-·phcro 
fOl' DlOfO than a few ;ninutr <. r_rho 1Tillg­

nanin10US offFr of 3d. an honr extra as n1ade 
to the n1cn to got then1 to face tho ri :;k of 
(,)iilinuiug the work, but they quite rightly 
deelinc_>cl tlw alluring inducunont, with the 
re:--~ult ti1at the v··ssel left Brisba~~1e-ho would 
not ,' th::1t sho 1vas :c.llo'" t'd to lea ye BJ~is­
baLc-without any request for a permit. and 
without rrny in pection. She pl·oc0cdccl to 
:\ C\1 .:astJe :1nd reloaded J:lorc lJenzi_no, and 
o,, 30th June last she left Port J ackson, aed 
had nl'YOr l:'cn heard of since. It \"a·, a 
r' andrrlous state of affairs th:Jt such a 
c tntrophe could be brotFht ahout, ,wJ he 
YYaf! quite Ftfo in s:1ying that 1nany n1cn in 
St. Helcn::~ had co1runitk-·d crin1cs of a le-"" 
,ovrious nature than the offence con1·c·nitted 
in the c .. se of the "Canastota." for not only 
-,~ (;ro p~'CCautlons neCC/_,Sary in the ir. ~CL~sts of 
con1mon snfL)h~ disregarded. but authority 
a1so was absolUtely flout cl. It :".cuncd ~ J ~1irn 
that a greater punishment than an.vT norrnnal 
line of £50 or £100, or any fine at ail. should 
be n1ob; ,j out to 'vhocver ,,·a;, re•.ponsible. :f:Ic 
was not aware, since he had ·not f!e• n the 
papers on the rnaltPr, whether it was prop0sed 
lo bring the responsible persons 1·o book, but 
hn wanted to in1press on the Treasurer, on 
tho department, and on tho C'ommittco, the 
soriousnc s of allowing the possibility of such 
a huge sacriflce occul·ring rgain o1vi::g to the 
greed of con11nercialisin generall 1l and the 
:,bip:Jing agent, in the case in partirular. The 
1nenns pre1in1inar.1 to bringing the P':ople 
rC''ponsiblo to hook ·,, onld bo the institution 
o± nn inqni ry on broad lines, so th,- t the 
whole facts mi<rht receive due publicity and 
the rc.)ponsibility for the crime be shcetcd 
LOnle. There hnd bcr~n a sih~nce aln1ost 
unhohy in rrg-ard to the occulTcnce, and, not­
.,;,ith,tanding that it was dated sonic three or 
four monthc, ago, hardly a word appeared in 
rho public Prcos with rcf"t' nee to it. The 
dangers of a seafaring life wore grave and 
grPat at all tim.cs, but they were in11nensely 



Supply. [20 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1601 

gr;:: vc-r and greater when it \V;,.tS lived under 
conditions of gross curelessne:-o.,, if nothing 
worse Ho wanted the Treasurer to assure 
the Committee, if ho was in a position to do 
~o on short notice, that a full inquiry '" ould 
be made. It seemed to him that ti1cre mu.it 
have lwe·l something wrong with the con· 
taincrs of the raw or ha1f-ra"\; benzine, or 
possibly the strength of the spirit exuded 
through the conhiners themselves. At any 
rate, t.ho furnes vvere 3nch that it was irnpos­
, ihle for 1non to do orJinary cargo \YOl'k i ·1 

the hold, and a repetition of the ox porion' • 
here occurred at N OWC'astlo. A crew of 
forty-nine .rncn \Vent to their doon1 o\ving to 
gross .carelc:.-sne"-::l, or because of a cri1ne on 
the part of Fonw people committed in their 
desire for proftts. Particularly sad cases in 
connection with the disappearance of the 
men had been repeated to the chairman and 
to him. and to others interested. inasmuch as 
two o( them of eighteen or nineteen years of 
a,so~al::nost boys~hcd pbnned a certain 
yenturn in a s1nall businc.;;s proposition when 
they returned to their mothers on the other 
,,ide of tho world. Those youths and tho other 
fort.v-scven men y;cro sent to their doo1n, 
presumably "t scarcely a moment's notice, 
owing to the fun1es fro1n the benzine coming 
into contact with the ship's boil0rs, because 
n,, word had ever reached civilis:1tion of what 
had happened to them, or the method of the' 
ship's destruction. In the intore3ts of tl1<' 
safety of the workers generally, and of sea­
faring· men in particula.r, it was the duty of 
the department in this ca,o to obtain publicity 
of all thG facts surrounding it by the institu­
tion of a. full and authoritative inquiry to 
C'ndcavour to prevent a rcpeti tion of such a 
cri1nc against the workers generally. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (-llbat): There wore 
one or two matters that he would like to 
bring under the notice cf the 'Trc~·surer, and 
ho was satisfied that t·he Treasurer would 
take the ncc;·,ssary action in connection there­
with. He as very pleased that the op·era· 
t.ions in connection with in1provcrnc,_ts and 
the 1naintenancc of i1nprovemcnts in the 
port of Bri ,bane were being canied out 
otioctivcly. It was absolutely nccess:uy that 
this should be dono in view of the fact that 
Brisbane was the principal port of the State 
of QLwenslancl. Unless these operations "ere 
continuous, silting would alwa:Ts t.akc place, 
and vvith the larger vessels ernploycd it 1vas 
likewise necessary that not only ·hoL!ld the 
depth h~ maintainGd but an increased width 
of the cutting·s should bo obtained. The elodo­
rate of )dbert comprised within its boundarieo, 
a certain portion of J'IIoreton Bay, and in 
thaJ 'llOrtion of the hay \Ycrc i·;;Jand~ \Yith 
fertile soil which he was p!Gasod to say were 
being occupied and settled by settlers eng·agc·d 
in the cultivation of fruit, and, consequently, 
there was a certain amount of traffic by vessels 
going to and from the markets carrying that 
produce. Of l-ate year·,. owing rwrticularly 
to the opening known as Jumpin Pin, con­
siderable alterations were t·aking place in the 
channels in the south end of the bay; silting 
up "\vas going on, and ne\v channels w·ere 
being opened. In many instances big changes 
took place suddenly. He wanted to draw the 
attention of the Treasurer to the fact that 
in that portion of the bay matters wore not 
as they should be as to beacons and their 
maintenance. He regretted that there was 
a reduction of £2,000 in the vote for 
" Buoys~ beacons, n1oorings, etc," In many 
instances, owing to the absence of those 
necessary marks, accidents took place. 

1921~5 F 

The TREASuRER: The channel down at your 
end of the bay is fairly well marked. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Unfortunately it 
was not at present. 

At 11.45 a.m., 
The CHAIRliiA::-1 resumed the chair. 
The TREASURER : The hon. gentleman knows 

the bay off by heart. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He ought to. Con· 
tinual changes, ho,v·ever, were taking place in 
iho channels, many beacons had fallen ·down 
owing to those changes, and thG broken or 
doe a vr·d ends of the beacons 'vere now in t.ho 
channels, and they "·ere always a souroe of 
danger to the class of boat that navigated 
that end of the bay. He wets sure the Trea­
surer would take his remarks in good part. 

The TREASURER: I am vory glad to have 
your views because you kno,\· 'vhat you are 
talking about·. 

HoN. J. G. .\PPEL: The expenditure 
would not be v-ery large. H·e had not.iced 
that t.he lower end of many of th- new small 
beacons now consisted of old steel rails, which 
1nade thmn porinancnt, and that '<ystcrn 
should be continued. He thought the Trea­
·urer should give directions that any fallen 
beacons should be replaced, more particular!:. 
b0c:cuse of the changes in the channels that 
were continually taking place. A few months 
ago, whore there US•'d to be a yery good depth 
of water, to-day the channel was shallow. He 
not only referred to traders, but also to a very 
largo s•ction of the community who were able 
to own plea ·ure yachts. It might be said that 
the yachts were not traders and so much 
interest. should not be t·tken in them; but 
thcv had to realise that a large amount of 
mo;1cy was expended in the boat building 
trade, and for ship's chandlery, and other 
odds and ·en:ds required to furnish a boat, 
whrther it· was a trader or a pleasure boat. 

Some of the amounts paid to tho light­
keeper'\ \Ycre cxCOF~sivclv Rrnall. In one 
instancr' they ,,,·t:re graded fl~oul £35 per 
annum to £45 per annum. That was a small 
an1onnt of remuneration to pay. l--lo thought 
the Treasurer should giYe sympathetic con­
sideration to that matter. 

The TREASLREH: At ClcYe1and a n1an has 
to walk a few yards and light a lamp. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: In somo instances a 
man had to go out into the channel. Tako 
the case of Southporb. 

The TREAS'CBER: These po·itions are much 
sought aft'-r. It is only a matt"r of lighting 
a lamp and blowing out a match. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That might be ail 
right in a place like Cleveland, wlwre an 
old officer had simply to light a lamp on 
the wharf or jetty; but in many instances 
the lights were out in the strean1, or a 
stream had to be cre~s d, and weather 
conditions had t.o be taken into consideration. 

The THEASUREH: It might be very hard 
sometimes. If the hon. gentleman know~ of 
anv individual case of hardship he might 
let" me know. 

IIox. J. G. APPEL: He would. He was 
sat.;sfled that if ho ·did so, the Treasurer 
would give the 1natter sym1_Jat!Ietic cons~d£'_ru­
tion. The Boat PassB.ge, leadmg from ms!dc 
the mouth of the Brisbane River into the 
ba v was largely nsed by small t·radters in 
th~ 'southern portion of the bay. and it had 
become verY shallow, indeed. Some of the 
boats could" only get across at half-flood ticie 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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or full flood. It was nee: "ary in many 
instances for the small fruit vessels to pl'O­
C'.'cd outside St·. Helcna and ro:.:nd by [he 
main passage at the Pile Light to the Bri •· 
banc River. ThJ cx]wnditurc required to 
deepen the Boat Passage would not be very 
large. It< ould bo done by a small dredge. The 
only neces-·ity was that continual attention 
should be given to this part.icular work. The 
passage was nry well lig·hted. If some slight 
attention was given periodically, it would 
r~movo the tauPe, and consequently open up 
the passage to rrnd fro to those small fruit 
boats, to Y horn delay uc:1nt. a loss to the 
fruitgrmprs. The island boat left on Wed­
nesday in time for the market on Friday. 
Hu felt que that the Treasurer would give 
the matter svmpathotic considerat-ion. 

::\ir. TAYLOR (WinclBor): This was a fairly 
comprehensive vote. There as a reduction 
of Lbont £5.000 on last :v·ear's vote, for vvhich, 
no doubt, sufficient reaEons could be advanced. 
There were increases in salaries provided for. 
They could fairly congratulate themselves on 
the work being done in the river and port, 
which had been carried out for some time in 
a .<:u.tisfactory n1anner. Vr--Jse]s of large ton­
nage did not appear to have any trouble in 
negotiating the Brisb'1nc River. WhEm one 
remembered tho small tvpc of veosel that 
came up the Brisbane Riv"er fifteen or twenty 
years ago compared with the big vcsselo 
which ctLme up to South Brisbane now, it 
was v-e1T clear that much excellent work 
had beeri' done. It was work of a continuous 
nature which could not be allowed to drop 
if the;, wished to maintain the shipping 
facilities of the port. 

He noticed that in the vote for " Explo­
sive-; ~Iagazines" there were thren placcs­
Gympie, Dundaberg, and 'Iownsviile-cut out. 
There had evidently been someone a> ,ociatecl 
with the mag·azines at thos2 place' who had 
been paid £200 a year. Gcorgctown was also 
cut out. The Treasurer would be able to tell 
them why those places were cut out. 

The TREASURER: They were unnecessary. 
Mr. T), YLOH: He also wanted to say a 

few words about the trawler. 
The TREASURER: That is not in this vote. 
The CH_\IRMAN: I think the hon. mem­

ber will realise th",t the trawler is not co!l~ 
neeted with this vote. 

Mr. TA YLOR : It is mentioned on page 
62 of th0 Estimates. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the 
hon. member that an amount was v-oted for 
'.larking expenses of the trawler last year, 
but there is no vote for this year. 

Mr. TA YLOR : There was no vote for this 
year, and f:e wanted to know why there was 
nothing put down for it. (Laughter.) The 
Treasurer was fnlly seized with regard to 
the trouble the trawler had caused. It cost 
£32,000, and the Treasurer was offered 
£25,000 for it. He did not know whether 
the hon. gentleman had been able to nego­
tiate the sale of the vessel. He hoped !hat 
it would not be very long before the trawler 
was sold. There had been a loss of £13,792 
un it, and the prospective loss on the sale of 
it would bring the amount up to about 
£20,000. The vessel was now lying in the 
r.iver, and interest wa.s accumulating on the 
money paid for it. He hoped that, if the 
Treasurer could get an offer, even consider­
ably less than be paid for it, he would let 
it go. The Opposition had told the Premier 
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at the time arrangements vvere being made 
to buy tho v-essel that, if he were a wise man, 
he would offer the New South Walec; Govern­
ment £10,000 .imtead of taking delivery of 
the boat. "nd that it would be money in 
pocket. Events had prov-ed that that was 
1ound advice, and it was a pity that it was 
not adopto·d at the time. 

i\Ir. GREE:--.r (Towns, 'llr): In connection 
\Yith the }1arine Department, ho wished to 
bring before the Commitke two important 
mdtcrs, to which he hoped the Treasurer 
would give every consideration. They were 
important, not onl.; to the State, but also to 
the Commonwealth, which should co-operate 
with the State in prov-iding the funds re­
quired. The first matt<>r was with reference 
to the Flinders Passe go through the Great 
Barrier Re<'f, which out off 200 or 300 miles 
of -dangerous coast~line to boats coining fron1 
over>-cas to Que·· nsland-oil boats and other 
ship, from Americ,t amongst others. There 
V\'C'rn 1nany openings jn tho Barrier R.eof 
"\vhich 'vore itnportant, not only cnnmercially, 
but from a defence standpoint. and therefore 
the Commonwealth sho11ld be linked up with 
the State in tho matter. Other Pow rs pro­
bably kne-\v 1norc about thF~O pas,;;,ages than 
Australia did from a naval point of view. 

The TREASURER: The Commonwealth naval 
standpoint is confined to Hobart and Sydney. 

Mr. GREEN: vVould the Treasurer be 
prepared to get into touch with the Common­
we:llth allthorilies, and H'e if they WHO pre­
pared to mark those passages ,,Q that they 
could bo made navigable, not only to com­
mercial ships, but to v-:ar vesseL in time of 
trouble? 

The TRE,\SURER : \Vo offered them Thur,day 
Island, but thev preforr~d to go round to 
Singapore. ~ 

l\'h·. GREE~: He hoped the Tr~;;_asurer 
\Youlcl gi Ye a reply to his question. This 
would motcrially assist ::--.; orth Queensland by 
reducing the distance to the ports there, and 
it ,, oulcl stimulate the trade of tho North. 
JI e recently had the pri vile go of calling at 
Thursda v Island on one of the ov-ere~ea boats. 
and he "was surpric ed to find that vessels 
could not go into such a fine port, and one 
of such strategic value, after 6 o'clock at 
night; they had either to anchor outside or 
pass the port altogether. He thought the 
Treasurer would agree that that wa:, a very 
iruportant base for Qnoen-Jand and the Com­
monwealth of Amtralia. Lord Kitchcner, in 
his report on the defence of Australia, laid 
it down that Thursday Island was one of the 
first place, to which troops should bo rushed 
for tho defence of Australia. 

The TREASURER: The Commonwealth 
Government prefer Hobart. 

Mr. GREEN: Never mind what the Com­
monwealth GoYernment preferred. If that 
Government did not realise its responsibility, 
it was no reason why the State ,hould shirk 
its responsibility. That excuse was raised 
too much in the··e days-that, beoallso a past 
Government had done something, it was a 
justification for the present Gov-ernment to 
do the same. He hoped that, if the Oppo­
sition got on to the Treasury benches, they 
would not be governed entirely by prece­
dents, but that they would be prepared to 
carry out what they considered was necessary. 

The TREASURER : Can you tell me how we 
could rush troops to Thursday Island? 
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Mr. GREEN: The Government could 
light the port and mak0 it a commercial 
stronghold for Queen-land. When he learned 
of the mat-ter he got in touch v:ith the 
Chamber of Commerce, which had provided 
him with a list of the boats that pre· 
Yi 1usly conld use that port either by day 
or night ·without any tugs being required 
at all. That list included the " Tango 
::Ylaru," "Ald J\Iaru." "Xikko l\tlaru," 
"j\Iarella .. " "1\.fontoro," "r<::ano\Yna," "Ara­
fura." H St. Albans," "Eastern," "Vic­
toria," "Changsha," "Taiyuan," "Douglas 
J\la.wson," '' rrambar," and "Kallatina." 
He asked that the port be developed for 
connncrcial purposes and 111ade a stronghold 
of Queensland. He hoped the Treasurer 
would give serious consideration to the 
maltor, and, if the Commom;·oalth rdused 
to do its duty, then the Queensland Gm·ern· 
ment should accept tho responsibility. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihclly, 
Padt?ington): :Many of the matters touched 
on by the various speakers deserved son1l~ 
little comment in reply. The hon. nwmbcr 
for South Brisbane, Mr. Ferricks, mentioned 
the " Canastota" incident. \Vhat happened 
in connection with that vessel stunned the 
community. The disaster ';as due to ncgli­
g·cnce, or what should be de cribcd as 
crirninal negligence. The Governrncnt \Yere 
rather hopeless in the matter. 

:'.Ir. GREEN: Arc anv of our own officials 
rc<-jlOnsible? , 

The TREASURER: No. Last year regula­
tions •,,·ere promulgated under his m;me which 
provided-

" No petroleum ·shall he taken on 
board any vessel in any port or place 
in Queensland without a special permit, 
in 1\, riting, frorn a shipping inspect,Jr, 
or some other person authorised by the 
~Iarine Board to i.ssue such permits." 

Then' was some doubt as to \Yhcthcr tho-e 
regulations were really enforceable or whether 
they "ere ultra vires. He had had inquiries 
made of the shipping firm concerned and a! o 
of the Vacuum Oil Company, and he proposed 
laLer on to lay the papers on th9 table for 
ihP perusal of hon, members. The Vacuum 
Oil Comp,-;ny and Dalgetv and CompanY, 
Limited, had expre·;sed deep regret for not 
having applied for a permit, but that was not 
much comfort to the bereayed relatives of 
tbe unfortunate people who wore drowned. 
It "as hardly possible to discusJ the m.ttter 
dispag,ioL 1tely in view of the nc£rligence 
shown. However, he would lay the papers 
on the table, and would endeavour to insti­
tute proceedings, eYen though a conviction 
could not be obtained, in order to call atten­
tion more forcibly to the matter. The hon. 
member for South Brisbane and the hon. 
member for Brisbane had taken the matter 
up pro\·iously. As they had pointed out, 
it required some drastic action; and, if the 
Gov0rnmcnt had no power to inflict a severe 
penalty, they should take some means of 
calling- public attention to the matter. It was 
a very unusual thing for petroleum to be 
loaded in Brisbane. It was usuallly 
unloaded. The petroleum in question was 
an inferior class of oil, and the agents here 
would not take delivery, so they had actu­
ally to unship the oil and reship it, but they 
did not get a permit. The shipping corn· 
pany and the Vacuum Oil Companv made 
the excuse that the thing was so 'unusual 
that they did not think it necessary to get 
a permit ; nevertheless, there was gross and 

criminal ncglie;;encc solno'l'rhoro. The article 
in the newspapers calling attention to it 
mis-ht haw• been a little on the 'ensational 
f>ide, but the fact remained that the boat 
was lost and those people were drowned. 

The hon. member for _\lbert referred to 
t ho riY,2r channels and also to the beacons 
in the southern end of ::\Ioreton Bay. Very 
few n1cn kne'J ?vioreton Bav so well as the 
hon. member. Ho vou!d' have inquiries 
made into those matters. Ho would point 

that tho Boat Passage had •a depth, at 
water, of 3 feet 6 inches. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Some of the pleasure 
boats dt aw up to 4 fe?t, and the traders 
require a grea.tcr depth. 

The TREAS1)RER: The traders who car, 
ricd on their operati01os in and around Red­
land BaY and the idands and further on 
towards Jumpin Pin, knew the impossibility 
of maintaining a greater depth than 3 feet 
6 inches in the Boat Pa;,ag(>. The Govern­
ment could hardly keep on eternally spend­
ing money in order to keep the channel at a 
depth of 4 feet. HmYe', 2r, he would have 
the matter looked into. 

The hon. member also referred to dred"ing 
opnations in the Brisbane Hiver. Up to 
Bulimb:1. there was a. depth of 26 feet, which 
he undet:stood r,,a!lv meant 28 feet. The 
channel vas 400 feet ,,-ide at every point, 
and from Bulimba to South Brisbane there 
"''" a depth of 24 feet, which meant 26 feet. 

The hon. member for 'vVindsor refencd to 
the trawler. There was a proposal to experi­
n1cnt again for a period of six wef'ks on the 
Southcm coast in tho noighbourhood of the 
Clarcnce River. where the Now South \Vale-s 
(·-,-.p,rinh~nt3 had be::m very succ,·s~ful. In 
tho nL.e:- ntime an v offer for the tra w1cr would 
he at cc]ted on ' the spot. Then the hon. 
rnornber for Townsvillc referred to t \VO or 
three rna tters in connection with the Flinders 
Passage and so forth, and the absence of a 
light at Thm,cJay Islond. The first was 
a Commonwealth matter, just as the po,t 
office was an entirely Commonwealth matter. 
Ir was not a function o: the State -at all. 
For ~01110 ~rears brfore federation, the State 
kcnt a light at Thursday Island, and aft, r 
federation, but it was never used. The tide 
was so dangerous that no ship would go in at 
night enn at high tide under normal condi­
tiom. Probably during a period of war the 
port would be used. However, it was a 
Commonwealth matter. HP could give the 
hon. member for Towns,-ille the assurance 
that the hon. member fm Cook had beon 
hammC'ring away at the rnatb'r for four 
;-.-ears, and he (:.Vlr. Fihelly). as Trea 'Urer, 
had taken the matter up with the Common­
wealth Government on several occasions, but 
without satisfaction, 

Mr. VowLES: We would like to sc0 the 
corre::pondcnco. 

The TREASURER: He would gladly show 
the papers to the leader of the Opposition 
that afternoon. He hoped the leader of the 
Opposition did not doubt his word. 

Mr. SWAYKE: What about the people on 
the islands near Mackay? 

The TREASuRER: As he had informed 
th<' hon. member for Mirani by interjection, 
he would do everything in his power to 
make tho lot of those people as comfortable 
as possible. The boat that was used to con­
vey mails and stores to the lighthouses would 
also carry them, if possible, for the people 

Hon. J. A. Fd1elly J 
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referred to by the hon. member. The 
expenditure of a few pounds was neither here 
nor there. He assured the hon. member for 
Mirani that he would inquire into the 
matter, and soo if something could bo done. 

Question put and passed. 

~IARINE BOARD. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
l'addington) moved-

,, That £4,117 be granted for 'Marino 
Board.' " 

'Thc_·re was not;hing n1uch to sa.y in connec­
tion wit.h the vote, except that there was a 
decrease of £398 as compared with the 
appropri>Ltion of last year. 'rherc was a 
dcerease of one in the staff. The boar-cl 
ron~i~tc~-d of the ]lortnw_stPr and general 
rL·prcsentcttivcs of different shipping interests, 
including men an-cl owners alike. 

:\Ir. PETRIE: The secretary has got a reduc­
tion. 

The TREASURER: What happened thoro 
'' .~s that tho secretary resigned or dis­
appeared, and ono of the clerks tvas 
appointed tu his position. 

il-lr. T. R TIDBERTS: Did ,.:>u say that he 
di ea pp cared·; " 

The TREASURER: Yes. 
reflection on the late sc•cretary. 
n:.:t to di:3cuss the matter. 

Question put and paRsed. 

PRIKTING OFFICE. 

That was no 
It "·as better 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Pruldingtan) moved-

" Thut £178,487 be granted for ' Pri~Ct-
ing Office.'" 

Although there had been a rerhwtion in the 
':!taff, there \Y<L'' an increase in the arnount 
usked for a3 con1pared \Yith last year. Hon. 
rnembers 1.new thoro woro fluctuations in 
thl pric·' o± paper, which could not be uon­
trollo-d by the department, and the different 
r,wards :lCted in the direction of increasino: 
expondi turo. The Government paid the 
cn,ployt"'S a.t the Printing Office on a higher 
scale than private emplo:;·ers. 'rhat was a 
good thiYlg, because they Lad a most efficient 
Blaff, and hon. members would see from tho 
reports that came from that office that the 
;10rk done there was of high-claY' character. 
Ilo did not kno-,· any establishment in Aus­
tralia wh'ch turned out as good work­
arti.-tically E<nd otherwise-as the Queens­
land (iovernmcnt Printing Office. It "as 
an institution of which they could very well 
be proud. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES (Dalby) asked for some 
inforn1ation in rega.rd to t 1u~ stock on hand 
.et the l'rintiGg- Office, as he underotood it 
was depleted. There were large stocks before 
tlt0 war, but he understood they had all 
been sold. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Considering the difficulty 
of getting paper, you could not expect any­
thing else. 

Mr. VOvYLES: He quite agreed with the 
'l'rca;urer. about the fluctuations in the price 
of matenal. He understood that a lot of 
nwterial that was bought cheaply had since 
been sold and had not been replenished. 
He would like a comparison of the present 

[Hon. J. A.. Fihelly. 

rtock with the stock that was held a few 
years a.go. He understood that certain men 
were employed at the Printing Office. who 
di·c~ no \vork at all. One r11an c:trnod a 
jdckage from <me side of the office in the 
wcrning and carried it back again in the 
d!ernoon, and that wa.s about all t.hc work 
he did. 

The 'I'RF\SURER: That is not true. 

Mr. VOWLES : He was informed to that 
o!Iect, and he thought some inquiry should 
Lt) n1ade, bof'auso Government departments 
were not ber:cvolent asylums. 

The TREA'URER: The m~n in charge would 
not tolerate that. 

J\lr. VOWLES : He understood that there 
;n1s one man employed there who had not 
done any work for a couple of years. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR (Windsor): 'The report of the 
Government Printin(',' Office, taken ;VIth the 
statement of the Auditor-General, showed that 
the poBition of tho institution was a satis­
frctOl'y one. In some minor directions there 
wight be political control at the Printing 
(lfi:co but the Government Printer was ., 
man 'who would not ailow political control 
to interfere with his administration. At any 
rntc he y ould not like to b~ the 1\Iinistcr· 
wl,o' attempted to try it on with the Govern­
ment Printer, because something would 
happen. The report disclosed a satisfactory 
~!.ate of affairs. After providina: for £4,000 
foe denreciation of machinery, there \Va.s a 
p;·ofit for the year of £25,787. 

The TREASURER: That also make·· provision 
fc'r the pnyment of: rent. 

Mr. TAYLOR: T,hat was most satisfac­
tory. There had been an increase in the 
l;rofits from all departrnm;ts ecc ·pt three. 
The stocks on hand on 60th J uno last were 
valued at £60 000 so the sales the leader of 
the Oppocition' referred to must have t •ken 
1dacc since then. 

He thought. it was a mishkc for _political 
organis~tions, whct.hcr Labonr, ~atiDn_ab~ts, 
er Country pa,rty 1 to have t_hcu~ pn~tlng 
done at the l'rintmg Office '' Ith the 6ramp 
of the GoYernment Printer thcreon. In tlw 
be't inteR'"ts of the State that practice should 
IJe stopped. 

The TREASC:Rim: The ;;-ork is good in the 
context and good in the make-up. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It wac bad in the context 
but good in the make-up .. All political 
l•artics should haYe thnr prmtmg done m 
cutsidP institutions. If 01rculars were Issued 
bearing the name of the Government Printer 
d1ich sta.tod all the good things the Govern­
ment had done-another Government would 
jE>:3Ue similar pamphlct,s over t.hC' GoY~rn­
mont Printer's name tellmg all the bad thmgs 
the present Government had done, and 1t 
was tima that sort of thing was stopped. 

The TREAS"CRER : If you like, you can 
arrang-e to get all your printing done by the 
"\Vorkcr.'' 

1\lr. TAYLOR: He had nothing to say 
against the Government Printer competing 
with outside offices, if he could do the work 
as cheaply and as well as they, but they 
should not allow political pamphlets to be 
issued from th·e Printing Office. 

Mr. SIZER (Tundah) : He understood a. 
scheme was in contemplation for the curtail­
ment of wmk at the Printing Oflice. It would 
certainly reduce the efficiency of the office 
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if that was carried out. Many firms in town 
found the work at tho Printing Office m'ost 
efficient, while it could be done cheaper than 
by priva.te firms. 

The TREAS17RER: Yet vour loader would 
prm ont our pa.rty getting" our printing done 
there. 

:\11-. SIZER: His lon·dor was speaking 
more or loo:, in regard to political pamphlets. 
The Opposition had a certain amount of 
doubt as to whether that work was paid for, 
al>.l that was the reason for their objention 
to it. He knew that much private ',York 
had to Lo turned down on account of certain 
arrangements which \Yould not por·nit of 

the Government Printer handling 
[12.30 p.m.] that work. The department had 

returned to the Treasury a large 
profit on the y<>ar's transactions, and the 
policy of the Government should be to 
extend the office wherever po,,;ible and go 
into the business which was profitable, instead 
of \\ asting time on that which was unprofit­
able. 

ThP TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddinuton): The hon. m0mhor for ::-<undah. 
he took it. was not against the Goyernmont 
Printing Office doing outside work. 

::Yir. SrZER: No. 

The TREASURER : The hon. mcnber for 
Bul~rnba at one tin1o was very strong1:7 

ag::-unst the Gov£'rnn1ent Printer takinO' out­
side work. An incident had occurn•d babont 
nine years :~go, \vhon tho hon. member, who 
was the Treasurer of the duy, rcfu, eel to 
allow the VVater and So\vcrarrc Board to havo 
their printing dono at the Go 1, ernmcnt 
l'rintin,; Office. 

Some reference had b(C11 made io rutcr­
ferencc with the GoYcrnment l'rint•r. The 
only per· on \vho had t:ndcavcnl't::l to ir~trr­
fere v~:ith the Gov0rnrru.:~nt Prin' r ·~:~!~ th<2 
hon. H1· mb{'r for Bu1imba, \Yho, ·who11 Troa­
~.nrcr, f:tid, "Y-ou mus~ take no ouhido 
work." Aftnwar·d>, he umlerstoocl, the holl. 
gcntle1nan rornplaine:J about sornQ oth0r 
n1atter -o£ quite a :x··rsonal nat·1rP. The sug-

tion, he believed, v;:..t6 that tbo \York of 
J:• officr should be opened "With n1orning 

"'ra:~ er. :Laughter.) 

Hon. \V. H. IlAR~;Efi: You r.mld do with 
a litt.lo of that your:;.--lf. 

Thf1 TREASURER: It was purely con1-
nl~r~ial transaction t, h;n'e pan1phlets 
]Fmted at tlH· Governn·cnt PrintinP" Office. 
Fe (Ylr.. Fihelly) had generally be~n rv,o­
cwted w1th the pamphlcteering part of his 
part.Y's activities, and 1JC likPd it to bo woll 
done-good >Context, goorl arguments, good 
re,, ~oning, and a.n attrart1Ye g-ct-uJL Sorno 
n1r11 in the GoYcrnn1ent Printing Offirc had 
:3hown they vn::re reallv artists in that snet ial 
kind of wol'k. ~ ~ 

:\Ir .. MORGA": Cannot the "\Vorker" do 
it! 

The TREASURER: He understood that 
the hon. membnr for Murilla at one time 
v;as a~::.sociated with son1e paper in Victoria. 
The hon. member, therefore, would under­
~tancl that the machinerv u~cd in a nCVI,'S­

papor office was quite different to that Uoed 
in an oxtons.i-ve institution like the Govern­
ment Printing Office. He thought they 
should be very well satisfied \\ ith the office. 
which had made a good profit last year. I-Ie 
was endeavouring to ascertain what stocks 

were held. So far as he knew, they had not 
refused anv outside work. The instructions 
y;ere to trt.ke ''" much as could be obtained 
-instructions diametrically opposite to those 
ihued bv the hon. member for Bulimba whc·n 
he was 'Treasurer. . 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (JJu!im/Ja): The 
hon. gentleman ,c.aid he had heard th:1t at 
one time the "Brisbane Courier" had 
been printed at the Government Printing 
Office. As a matter of fact, on one occa­
sion tho "\Yorker" machinery broke down, 
and the proprietary were in a dilemma with 
regar·d to p·ctting their paper ont. He had 
giYon authoritv for the work to be done at 
t.h0 Government Printing Officn. in order 
that the "'\\-.-orkcr" n1ight bo issued in tin1e. 
He could only conclude that that was why 
there \vcro so n1anv cartoons of him in the 
"\Vorkcr." Some ~dav, \Yhcn the Chairrnan 
'\'. n~ unt very busy, and \vhcn the House was 
adjourncr1. l-H' (:\fr. Banws) n1ight have the 
privilege and pleasure of showing hin1 his 
ea rtoon a !bum. It rea !le- was most Pntertain­
ing. Sornc were not \'ery striking likcntW'f- s, 
but that did not matter very mueh. By and 
by. when. perhaps, the prcsrnt nwmber for 
Bulirnba had ceased to cxi:·~t. someone would 
say. "That hon. n1cmber for Bulirr1ba was 
uot a yery good-looking fel1ov;.'' (Laughter.) 

The Gon rnment Printc1- w LS a most cap­
able m an, and had a meet c P1ahlo staff. A 
\'f'T:V great dPal of work l1f::"cl to con1c to the 
Qt1.f'0n;;:la11d Govern1ncnt Printer from the 
South. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLrc LAxns: So:ne 
('Olflc< from Now Zealand. 

HoN. \V. H. BARJ\"ES: \Yas that not an 
indic~tion that the GoYornment Printing 
Office in Queensland was ac>le to hole! it, 0\Yn 
1:.":'ith ot.her officPs in the Cornmonv,-c _·lth in 
1 cg.ard to the excellence of its \\·ork '? 

Rf:.ferrnr'l' had br :.~n n1adc to pa.nph lets 
that had been sent out. Tt hat! lwen a very 
prop~r reference. ::\To G0YC'"ll!HCnt-v.-hcther 
the; \YCTf' Na-tional, Coun"T' part,;,T. or 
Lahcur--hacl a. rig·ht to u2c tlw GoVL'- l1!nent 
Prin:iP.'" Offie0 for the c;rcul :tion c~ their 
polibcal view::;. Tho tP•npta•{o~1 \Yt~_s very 
g t•cat for \York to be carrit r1 out-lY>ssibl. 
Eome pre~~~urc having be'1 H bron_:.ht to bear­
at- ra.tes \vh1eb 1night not he l'C'rtH1ncratiYr'. 
It \va~ exr,cc~rlingly ,,\-rong for dwt t.o b0 done. 

The TREAS17RER: Do you not think thd any 
perscn who wants printing done should have 
the right to go there? 

I-Iox. \Y. H. BARNES: When influence 
''as exercised by the hon. member, thfl'· it 
wns positively dangerous-the hon. n1cn .. ber 
hac! asked for that retort-as it opened the 
door to all kinds of abuses. Then, again, 
if a member of Parliament who was not a 
member of the Cabinet, or possibly a mem­
lwr of the Cabinet, got a cirCLI!ar printed 
at the Government Printing Office, it wonld 
have a great deal more weight with the 
unthinking members of the community if 
th<"· saw the name of the Government 
Printer a.t the bottom instead of the name 
of an ordinary printer. 1\ o Goyernment but 
the present Government had adopted that 
practice. It was perfectly certain that the 
door had been opened in a way which might 
mean positive danger so far as the employees 
were concerned. They knew that the Trea­
surer, because an employee in another de­
partment did not express himself in the way 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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he thom,ht he should, gave him the "order 
Df f :10 sack,P 

The TREASURER: And any officer who does 
the same thing should get the sack, too. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'-JES: " No victimisa· 
tion" was in the forefront of the Govern· 
nwnt's policy. 

The TREASURER: It y, as not victimisation; 
he lied publicly. 

Hm:. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
knew that he did a mean and contemptible 
thing by that individual. He would like to 
know from the Tre>tsurcr what amount was 
spent last year on paper, m a chin< '• type, 
fuel, light. etc. The amount appropriated 
was £60,000, and there was an increase this 
year of £10,000. 

The TREASuRER: The figures acked for 
by the hon. member for Bulim\·.a were­
Paper, £77,584; electric current, £1.155; 
Iinotype metal. £1,135; type, etc., £646; 
new plant. £322; sundries (plant), £738; 
timber, £222; gas, water, sanitation, £1,086; 
sundries, £1,826. They spent, therefore, 
about £84,000. 

Hon. \V. I-I. BARNB: Then, how far will 
the £70,000 go this year? 

The TREASURER : He thought it would 
be .all right this year. Paper had come 
down, for one thing. The profit for the year, 
notwithstanding the extra expenditure, 
amounted to £25,000, which was eminently 
satisfactory. 

Mr. MORGAN (frfurilla): Whilst he had 
no objection whatever to the Government 
Printing Office entering into competition 
with outside printing offices, he thought that, 
on the other hand, outside printing offices 
should bn able to enter into competition with 
the Government Printer. and that the Go­
vernment departments should obtain prices 
from outside firms to ,;ee whether the 
Government Printer was really profiteering 
on Government work or not. He had been 
told by SC'veral shire clerks in his district 
that the Government Printer was charging 
exorL;tant prices for books and other things 
which they were compelled to get from him. 

The TREASURER: There is no truth in that. 

Mr. MORGAN: He understood there was 
truth in it. UO to the last vear or two the 
local authorities were able to' g-et those books 
wherever thm- desired. I£ the Government 
Printe,- "as -charging exorbitant prices to 
Government departments, it was <easy for 
him to show a profit, and, in order to find 
out whether he was actually able to compete 
with outside printing offices, some of the 
Government departments should call for 
tenders. tho Government Printer tendering 
for that work just as he would for outside 
work. There was no reason why the Govern­
ment Printing Office should be subsidised by 
other departments. The prices of material 
had gone up considerably during the last 
four or five years. Had anything been done 
to ascertain whether the Government ·Printer 
was not now charging exorbitant prices? 

The TREAScRER: That is not so. 

Mr. MORGAN: Had any inquiries been 
made? -

The TnEAScRER: Yes. As a matter of fact, 
I know of one department which got quota­
tions quite recently from the Government 
Printer and from all the other printers in 
town. 

[Hon. W. H. BarnP.s. 

l\1r. 11.10l1G A:\ : He was very glad to hear 
it. It ''as all very well for the GoYernment 
Printer to sho·x a profit of £25,000 when 
customCl's were compelled to deal with him. 

The TREAScRER : It would be a tragic state 
of affairs if the Government did not deal 
from him. vYe keep a regular check. 

Mr. MOHGA~: For instance, the Railway 
Department mi!"ht save thousands of pounds 
in the year if it called for tenders for its 
printing. 

The 'l'RF\Sl'RER: Yau mentioned local 
authoritir·,, Can you gi:ve us some specific 
ea scs? 

:'Ir. :'viORGAN: Ho was in his own <.hire 
office r0cently, and the clerk showed him 
some books, and said that the price was 200 
per cent. or 300 per cent. Jearcr than before 
1914, and that the council wore not allowed 
to got them from private firms. 

The TREASGRER: Who stops them? 

l\fr. 1\lORGA~: He thought they wore 
l·ooks in the form required for audit 
purposes. 

The TREAfiPRER: The next time you see 
h:m, you ask him for more definite. inform;;­
tion. and then consult me. I thmk he 1s 
under a rnisapprehcnsion. 

Mr. MOHGAJ'\: He would. He had said 
to the shire clerk, " \Vhy do you ha vo to go 
to the Government Printer?" and he had 
,.eplied. " IV n are compelled to go to the 
Govcrnm ·nt Printer whether we like it or 
r.ot." The shire clerk had also shown him 
tlw prices that were charged in 1914 for cer­
tain thin«s that had been procured from ., 
firm in Brisbane. He would make further 
inquiries. 

The TREAScRER : The Government Printer 
rnl:v charges sufficient to allo'Y of a fair 
profit. 

Mr. lVIORGAN: The Government had no 
nght to compel local authorities or anybody 
ei ··e to get their printing done l1y the Go­
YPrnmr'nt Printer unless the Government 
1'rinte1· was able to show that he could do 
th' >sork cheaper than an otttside firm. Tho 
mhtter should be left to the loc .. t! authorities. 
The Commissioner for Railways, if he so 
desired, should have power to cail for 
tenders for printing-, and the Government 
Printer could put in a tender, and, if he 
could prove to the Commissioner that he was 
able to do the work as cheaply as an outside 
firm, he should get the work, bui. not other­
\YJse. Tlut should ·'PPI:V to all Government 
.,1epartments. Thousands of pounds per 
annun1 '''er0 spent on printing. 

The TRT>\SDRER: The Railway Commis­
sioner has his own printer. 

Mr. l\10RGAJ'\: To a certain extent, but 
the Gov<'!'nment Printer also did some of 
his work. Thre Governm'ent Printing Office 
shmld be in t.he same position as any other 
printing office. It should stand only on its 
merits, and should be self-supporting. The 
G C•Yernmilnt Printer should not be able to 
haYe o&peci,>l customers whom he could charge 
wl<at he ·desired and make a profit, when, 
1wrhaps, on other jobs he wa' actually 
making a loc.s. T.ho Government Prmter 
should not be able to say, "I have thou­
sands of pounds' worth of printing every 
yc·ar from the different Government clepart­
wcnts, and I can charge what I plea .. e," and 
then, in order to keep his machines and men 
en. ploy<'cl full time, tender for outeide work 
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<111rl do that >vork at a loss. Vcrv often a 
foctory mar.ufnctured certain .:oods for local 
con9umptio::J. for which they got the full 
ya]uC', but the:· Yer:v often sont goods to 
ether parts of the world and sold them 11t 
a l<Jss in ordq· to keep their machinery and 
their staffs running full time. Tho Govern­
ment Printer, because of the fact that ho 
had numerous customers m tho different 
Govf'rnn1ont departments \vhom he could 
charge e-xorbitant prices, \Vas in a better 
position to t0ndcr for outside work. 

T.ho 8ECRLL\RY FOR l'GBLIO LANDS : Do yo:1 
kr:o\V of ~n;, GoYernment in Australia doing 
what you al.·e suggesting? 

'Hr. l\10RGAN: He was not troubling 
. Lout any other Go\'Crllmc:1t,, If other Go­
verntnent::: "\\·rrc adopting a sy::;to1n tha.t \vas 
"rang, OL Queensland Government should 
not adop' it. He knew a littlc about news­
pnpcr \·,ork and jobbing 'i;ork. and kne~v 
• .. hat he ·,:a" talking about. The Govern­
ment rkp .. rtnwnts should pay only a. fair and 
rcwsonable price. 

HoK. '\V. H. BAHNES (JJulirnba): He 
\Youid like to nutko som·e reference to the 
l!SCS the GoYernrr1ent Printing Office lu~.d 
be,m put to. .Just before the last general 
elections a certain speech as delivere-d in 
nno'hcr place. That speech was distributed 
ali over the State. Ho had received several 
t'opic,, The amount of money wasted by 
the Government on that occasion showed 
that thf'. Treasurer ,,·as oblivious to the needs 
of the Sta.to. If there was ever a travestv 
1n connection ·with a Governor's Speech, 
it was that speech, and the Treasurer 
wn" a part;· to distributing it broadcast, 

s he was offici a! head of the Government 
Printing Office. He did not know whether 
the speech was distributed in the railwav 
c~rriages, but wherever one went he found 
copies. It was done entirely for party pur­
poses, and was a reflection upon those who 
had :tnything to do with it. Yet t.hey w~re 
told that the Government Printing Office 
should be med for printing political propa­
ganda. Probably there was a good deal in 
"hat had been said by other h<Jn. members. 
There was always a temptation to charge 
ihe various departments exces5ive prices, 
because there was no ono to compete with. 
I> was perfectly clear that an amount of 
£2,126 had been spent in the distribution 
of the Governor's Speech last year. It was 
sHrprising that a. Treasurer, with any sense 
d self-respect as a Treasurer, should send 
out a document of that kind, and allow him­
self to be a party to making the officers of 
the Government Printing Office responsible 
for sending it out in the way in which they 
did. He did not know what the Government 
"ere coming to in that respect. It meant. 
that the Yery high traditions that used to 
weigh with m·cn conducting public affairs 
had gDne, and the Tre~surer was largely 
respom:blc for bringing that about. 

Question put and passed. 

STORES. 

The TREASURER (Hon. .J. A. Fihclly, 
]'udrlington) moved-

" Thrrt £8,396 be granted for ' Stores.' " 
Thoro ·was a reduction of one in the staff. 
There was an increase in the vote of £452, 
due to th0 ordinary automrrtic increases. 

l-IoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulim ba) : He 
wished to ask the 1'rcasm·er what policy was 
beirg pursued at the Go;-ernment Stores in 

connection with purchases. 'With the increas­
ing value of many article"', the 

[2 p.m.] rc',ponsibility of the Government 
Storck<'epcr was bcco:ning greater. 

There was one particular phase ho wished 
to get information a bo!lt from the Trcaoure1·. 
Had the Government StorekePper full 
authority, vvhcn Inaking purchas2;;, to get 
qnohtions outside~ He thought that the 
Government Storekeeper should avail himse'f 
of eyer·y opportunitc- of buying- in the 
cheapest market. He had nothing to s"ty 
,• ga.;r;st any official in the depart.:ncnt; h1s 
P"'~rwriencc '"as that a1l the officers \Vere 
o.lwa v' anxious to do their very best. There 
uced "to be a policy in operatio;, undc1· whi~h 
th·· Gm·ernment, >vhen they wanted cerbm 
lines, took ad;-antage, through the Govern­
ment Storekeeper, of g-i;-ing an opportunit-­
tn bu;:;ine,,::; people to quote pric0s. \V as that 
policy, which was discontinued in certain 
din~ct:ons, going to be revived'? _\t one 
time, business people were asked by the 
Government Storekeeper c;-ery Monday morn­
i :: g to quote for certain lines and suppl_;­
samples; and, after examining the quality 
of the samples, the storekeeper would make 
a choice and bny in the bt st marht. Ri;oc· 
thr· incoming- of the State ontcrprlsc.i, tnat 
policy in some directions had be?n put on 
0ne sid0, and the rr,·mlt was dctn·nental to 
t!.c departmer:t and was bringing about great 
dangers in re~ard to some of tlw st~_te enter­
prices. It >vas not desirable that any 
nHtnagcr of a ~tate department should be 
ill the position of having no competitors, 
and should be able to obtain supplies through 
another department without any competition. 
It was unbusinesslike, and it opened the door 
-especially in enterprises which were getting 
into a tight corner-to Ycry great abnst.'3. 
\Vas it a fair thing to suggest to .cny Stat·• 
enterprise, "Here ·is an order; fill it. ac-d 
put on your own price"? That was unbusi­
ncsslike and unfair to the trading corn­
n1unity. 

The TREASURER: If the price is satisfac­
tor,l·, I do not see any objection to it. 

Ho:-<. W. H. BARNES : Surely a State 
enterprise ought to be put on all faun. v:ith 
private enterprises in regard to co:npctit!on. 
He was dealing more particularly with what 
might be called the produce section, in wh_ich 
h-1 knew that compebtwn was not hmng 
allowed, and it was p11tting the dcpartmpr,c 
into a position in which it should not be 
placed. Seeing that there was a rumour that 
the State Produce Agency had had a verv 
bad year. was there not a temptation, when 
quoting for stores, to try and make up in 
other directions for soma of the losses made? 
The Treasurer shook his head, but the fact 
remained that it was an open door which was 
a positive danger-he did not care who the 
manag-er or the parties were-to the tradmg 
C'ommunity generally. If the ~rea~urcr was 
goi '1!: to make a purchase for himself. woulJ 
he if he had a considerable sum of money h 
cxj,~nd, be satisfie-d with ono quohtion? Ile 
was sure the hon. genl;kman would not. 

The TREASURER: It is a transaction between 
one departn1ent and anothe1:~ and you a~..:unH~ 
that one department will be dishonest to 
another department. 

Ho:-<. W. II. BARNES: Th<' clement of 
human nature came into all these thin~~s. 
He was on very sound g-round in saying that 
if a Government department was being ;vel! 
run. it should not hesitate to get quotatwns 
outside the State agencies. Was it at all 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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likely that the Government Storekeeper, 
knowing the policy of the Government would 
. tt a,ny time favour those "\vho \vere outside 
State enterprises? He "~ould certainly err, 
if there wa" competition, in giving orders to 
pa rti'' who wore associated with State enter­
prises. The whole policy was wrong, and 
ought to be rectified. 

The TRKiSURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
l'ruhlington): The remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for Bulimba on this matter were rather 
interesting. 'l'he Stores Department was not 
run for profit, although yrofit was made­
last year a profit of £5,000 being made. 
\Yhich was paid into the consolidatQd reYentH~. 
The Storekecp0r had almost absolute discre~ 
lion, and secured satLples and quotations. 

llon. \V H. BARNES: He doe·c uot in all 
cases. 

The TREASURER: He had a few con­
tr.tcts, and with the exception of the Sulk 
Produce Age:::cy, his \York \vas untra1nn1ellod. 
They should support their own enterprise- or 
(']se "l;vipe them out. Son1c ti1no ag .. ), tL,i 
Government Printing Offic-, had boon sub­
jected to criticisn1; it v~ as ur,3'cd that it T\\ .;,..; 

not bearing the same charges as private con~ 
cerns, and was: able to quo~\~ l<J\VPr prices; 
but, if the Govormnen\ Printing Office did 
not, do printing as cheapl:,· as outsidP ftrn1s, 
allowing for the slightly better conditions 
given to tho workers, it would hav" to clo'e up. 
That "'as the onh, logiot! thing. If one 
State enterprise was not going to help 
auothor Statu eHtcrpric0. then ono ~hould go. 
It v.-as inconc~:ivable that anv official mn­
ployed in a SLate ent _rprise" would extor-t 
c.omething, through the Stores Department, 
from anoth,,r department that he had no 
right to. If an officer v:ere r,uilty of mal­
practices, he wc,u]d be dealt with very sum­
marily. It was tho policy of the Govern­
ment, believing as the:: did in nationalisa­
tion, that one Shte cuterprise should help 
another. Ho knew some Ycry prominent 
officer~. in the UoYernn1ent service who were 
ag;,inst 1H:tiona.li'3ation, and the be:::.t 11rotc;;t 
the.:-- could enter ag3inst nationalisation would 
be tC? resign and be no longer cn1plo~, ed by 
the Uovcrnment. That wae logic It would 
be unthinkable for the Government to per­
mit the manager of the State Produce 
Agcnc:,· to insure ·with u private insurance 
company while th0ro wa" a Stat .. , Insurancle 
Department: othl -·wise the;~- might a' \Yell 
wipe the whole thing out. The ethic~ of the 
thing- were clear, thon;-h the principle of 
nationalisation 1uight b2 a1·gucd. Thocoe 
oppof- d to nationall:-ation c1ight ~i1J that tlv_ 
Go\·crnment· should go out, and t:lcy n1ight 
sa3 they 'vero ag;1inot llationn.:i~~ation alto­
gether; but the Govcrnn1Pnt \\ere pledgod to 
th: nationalisation {)f l11{):-t utilities, rt11d, 
believing in that principle, t·h ·:: must carry it 
out in its entirety. Ho would point out to tl1e 
hon. member for Bnlimba th,t the State did 
J;ot lo .. ' through it. 

Hon. •,v. H. BARXES: How do you know? 

The TREASURER: He would give one 
illustration whore th0 Governn1ent Printer 
qnoted slightly aboYe the price of .. an out­
cide firm, but he was able to demonstrate 
that it was only the difference between the 
wages paid by the Government Printer and 
the wages paid outside. · 

An 0PPOSITIOX M1C1JBER : And he got the 
job. 

The TREASURER: And he got the job, 
which was quite right. If the State Produce 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

~.\_gcnc~T \YOre to charge other departrncnts an 
unfair price throug·h the Stores Branch, the 
StmPkPepcr would report it immediately . 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Probably he would 
be afraid to do so. by reason of the policy 
of the Government. 

The TREASURER: If the State enter­
pris~s people and the Government Store­
keeper cOn.:-~)ired together in regard to giving 
quot:ttions, he would not tolerat~: it; and, 
if he found : '10 Storckeepe1· -winked at any 
OY0rch_,rg(' to another subdcpu.rtmeut, that 
1\'oulJ bf' tl1e end of t'w St'~rck' Cl)Cr. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES : Your argument is 
no~hing but sophi,try. 

The THEASUREE: ='Tot at all. It would 
be inconceivable to think that, haYing a 
Sta to Insurance Office they could allow any 
subdopartmcnt to insure outside. \Yith the 
c"ccption of the State Produce Agency and·: 
other State enterprist"'! quotations were 
song·ht and samp].,, were secured, and they 
m do certain contracts. If it could be shown 
tlwt " State enterprise charged more than a 
private concerT, then it would have to go 
by the board. 

Mr. T. R ROBERTS (Nast Toowoomba): 
The Treasurer in the illu•tration he gave 
stated definitelv that the Government Printer 
submitted a price, and the Produce Agency 
had shown that they could get the work 
done clwaprr outside; but, because it was a 
St~1tc enterprihl\ th0 ·\1··ork h::td to go to the 
GoYcrninent Printer. 

The 'TREAST:RER: That is not so. You are 
n1isrepre~cnting the rnattcr. 

~.lr. T. R. HORERTS: In connection with 
other nuttt,'rs, the Go-vernment 8-torekeeper 
did not got an opportunity of testing the 
market. 

The TREASCRER: His instructions are that 
ho hac to report to me if lw is chn.rged more 
by a State ''ntorprise than by a private 
individual. 

C~u0~tion put {lnd passed. 

·wATER St:PPLY. 

The. TEEASTJRER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Pr:dcrington) lnoved-

" Thac £23,970 be grantd for 'Water 
Supply.'" 

rr'hat \\·as a decrease on the appropriation of 
laot ,vear of £12,694, but it 1ncs an increase 
in the actual expenditure of £2,800. Excel­
knt work \Lts being carried out by the 
\Vater Supply DPpartment, but it was mostly 
of a preliminary character, such as the 
inveE"tigation of storage ~ites for reservoirs 
a 1d the consf!i'v 1tion of ,yater for irrigation 
purpoSPS, stremn gauging, Pte. rrhat was a. 
work that met '' ith the approval of every 
hon. m "mbor, and t·ho vote could not very 
WC'!! be cut down. 

:\Ir. PETH.IE (Too?Cebul): Ho noticed that 
there "as a. dccrPase of £12,964, of which 
£7.650 was in connection \\·ith wages, field 
assistance, observers and recorders, instru­
ments, purchase of plaut, etc., and he pre­
sumed that was due to tho fact that the 
works had been e.toppod and the men put off. 

The TREASERER: \Yhen the inctrumcnts are 
bough! you do not \1 ant to buy them again. 

Mr. PETRIE : He was not referring so 
much~ to instruments. 

The TREASURER: Last year £3.500 was 
voted for the purchase of plant. This year 
on!? £5GO is required for that purpose. 
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Mr. FETRIE: That v:as a very important 
vo~·c. Tile Inkerman irrigation scheme and 
other irrig,tion works would be of great 
benefit to the country, but, according to the 
Auditor-General's report, the cost of the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme was considerably 
more than wao anticipated. 

The CHAIRMA:'\ : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will not discuss that question. 

Mr. PETRIE : There was an amended 
estimate so far as that work was concerned. 
He supposed that in the meantime the work 
was practically hung up. 

The TREASl;RER: Oh, no! Anv d·lav was 
merclv dur. to the fact that there" <18 a clifli­
cnlty ~in securing 1natcrial. 

Mr. CORSER (nurnrtt): Tlw vote bad 
always br,-;n a ·di:.wnpoint~llent t.o Country 
members. Land settlement formed a big part 
in the futnrc dcvelop1n£nt of t·he Stai :, and 
they could not have proper land settlement 
un1f'\;',s water fa;:ilitiPs ~:·ere Drovided .e.,;;; \vell. 
If 0ne thing rr1oro th:n1 anoihcr "'Was require,·} 
in Queensland, it \vas surfac:~ ah•r, yu_ thc.:c· 
found in !he p~st that, ovving to the l'.·,k o.f 
·wat('r, ~('ttkr~ ere ham pc: ::-cl in their operaM 
tions. I-Ic considc>l'f'{l th__~t the \Yater Supplv 
D0partment did not help 1and ·ett!cmeut' in 
thL wa·· it chould do. The YOl'' for water 
supply 'was small enough last your; but he 
noticed that the Treasurer TY~\S no\"'C asking 
fot an anpro;niation of £23,970-a reduction 
of. £12,(94. as compared with last year. In 
sp1te of tho fact that thPre wa· a larger 
nun1bcr of •',ctt1ers in the Sta-te. a lesser su1n 
was voted for water suppl:·. Last yr u t.he 
perp, tu a] leas' selections numbered 1308, and 
the prickly-pear selections :::hovved 400, while 
th0re wao a total in t 1t numL~t of c~·loctiol1; 
taken up under all h' •ldings r f 2,100, as com­
pared with the nr vious lwelF• nths. If the 
\Yat.er Supply -Dcpartnwnt di:l not think it 
ncC'c~.,;ar:", to visit the cou11try diEtrict.s, and 
give as .,]~tance to tho rr1on ou the lan-d, they 
ought to cl( ··O up that depart .E~nt altogettcr. 
Ir:::;tr:Hl o~ the Vr.,.ute;: Sup 1 Jiy Dcpnrtn1cnt 
kcrping up ith the rPquire,1lc:llts of tho 
St.~to, the~,r -;,- 0n~ n1ercly tinko~ring ~.~:i~h the 
ln~;_ttcr. All the Attc~ relating tt} ~::-ttlr-1ncnt 
tlepcnclcd upon \vatf'r bPing ~up]Jiicd to the: 
~ctt1cr~. Th0~~ had proyi:.-iOn in thcjr legis­
lation for 1110!10\' to h-• granted to ,_.-< t1crs 
undPr the Aclv'1net~s Corporation: but. 
if they rn;_, <!pp lit :ttjon to thut d£'pa:rtnYnt, 
it would b{' turnc·rl c!o·H'~L bcc·nsc' there \';as 
11D 'Yah:r av.ai]LtblP on the ~r~]crtions. lie 
wrmld like to s"e the deputrnLnt supplied 
"'\Vith cu.ff;-if'nt fund3 to provif1c •yat"; ··-h•·n-
f'YCl' ne-.Y land a.:; taken nn fcT ""lf'ction. 
In f no Cro,sn lfn:d :T1ould !-Y' thro\Yn 
cncn r>l· unlf''S thPrf' ~~-as a sufikicnt 
supply of \Yatr:-r on c tch blorlc 

Mr. BHENX.\X: There ' ould b' no lnnd 
settlement at all under that. 

~ir. CORSER: It 'Yould a pro~ :tion 
for the indiYicluu1 who up 1nnr!, and 
tlwn found he coulcl not get an.-, water. 

::\rlr. IIARTLEY: r::nder ~-onr propo~a1 the 
big station owners would h._'llZ on to all the 
"'\VDtrr front1g-es. 

1\Ir. CORSER: The big -+n.t1on owners had 
no claim on the \Vater frontagr.s. T'ho "\Vater 
Supply Department wa' in the hands of a 
L·· bour GoYcrnlncnt, and the hon. rnmnh- r's 
interjection ~ho\Ycd that he knew nothing 
R.bout the matter. Tho hon. L:ember for 
Fihroy know nothing about the administra­
tion of the Rig·hts in Water ~"~et at all. 

Mr. ·HARTLEY: I know all about the trick· 
of your crowd, who hold the water fron­
tages, and alw hol.d tlw country at the back 
of them. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman knew 
nothing about the Act at all, beGouce, if he 
read it throug·h, ho would find that .,]] the 
rights t<J water wore held by, the Crown. 
The Crown not only he Id the rights to the 
water, hut it was definitely laid down in the 
Act th,rt the settler had no right to the water 
beyond the edge of the gravel, sa11d,. or 
rubble in the creek. It was clr;fmed, when 
they \V0re fixing the respon:,ibi11ty on the 
settler for destroying noxious weeds, that 
l1j3 rm,ponsibilit.v ended whore the grayel 
or sand in the creek began. 

:\h. BREXKAN: That n·as oett]ed by the High 
Court -cu.sc. 

Mr. COHSER: The Goyermnent secured 
frorn the Crown law officcrd a definition 
·rhich showed that the settkr .d no right 
below the n1ark defined on -~he plan, an,J 
that rnark comrnenred 'vhere the rubble, 
sand or gravd started. That '"':s a decni­
tion 'giYcn by the Cro\\-rl Ja\v o&-:rc rdminiR­
tf•rcd b:v the Labour Gon:rnrnC'nt, and it '''as 
in "HansaTd." 

Jd:i·. II.~R1'LEY: You cut his fcn,,:e acre·,~, 
th.2 creek, and see what will hap;1en. 

C\[r. COHSER: The fcnc<' had nothi;;g to 
do wrth it, The squatter had no right to 
water on resumed areas-had no right to 
the water at all. 'l'he Government provided 
w"ter-finders f1t an expense of about £7UO 
a y ·ar, ,1ncl they went round picking sites 
for ,.·atcr on land newly tht'O\\ n open. 

The TREAS"CRER: They arc watc.:.' v iz~trd-; 
ot T~cagicians. Do not re Beet on one of ~our 
co]],~(tguc· ·~-

)fl'. CORSER: He ur.d,,,.,tGod t!J· .. t there 
vve1·e ~i30 site, loc, tcd bp tlH~ Y, a t0r J..i \ incrs 
le• ·t year out of a total of 2,100 f:1l':llS thrown 
DTH~n. 

The CIIAnn,L\).1: OrdPr 1 

hen. g~ ntbn1an is not f!Oint-· t J 

diviniiJg on this Yotc. 

Jw:)G tLc 
y, atcr 

:\Ir. C'ORSER: The Government did noth­
ir: .; for th0 indi\ idual ;.;cled.or in connection 
w1th finding water for his boldine., 

The 'l'HEASURER: \Vlwt about the vVatcr 
Trusts? 

~.Ir. COR8ER: He was speaking about the 
individuals. The dcpa,rtment >]ways left it 
to the indi' idual to find w•,ter for himself. 
Although they had legi·>lation 'o mak{' pro­
vision for wate1' under the various Acts, 
whr·n appUcations were mode for a,.,~istJ.nce 
tbPy vvero alv. ,,ys turned down, ~!though "· 
selector might hase nD y ater on h1s propert-y 
at all. Th~at 1.vas one of the great troubles 

in their scttlemc11t couditions, 
[2.30 p.m .] and it a!\ hinged on the fact 

that thev had not alwavs surfacs 
water available. 'Tho dcpa.rtmc1;t should 
make it available. The revenue during la.st. 
year from alienate cl lo.nd was £1,600,000, 
while in the last four veurc the amount had 
b('c!l £5,695,515. Tho Str,te also had secured 
during those four years £1,453,000 fro.m tho 
land tax. That made a total cDllectwn of 
over £7,000,000 from the alienated l~nd, 
excluding shire councils' taxes by rat1ng. 
vYould it not be a good thing to provide water 
for the great territory they had not yet 
alienated? 

The CHAIRMAN: 
tleman will have to 

Order! The hon. gen­
deal with that matter 

Mr. Gorser.] 
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on the vote which is to be found on page 
122. He can only deal with the administra­
tion of the office on this vot0. 

Mr. CORSER: I am dealing with the 
quntion of· the conservation of water. 

The CH.\IRMAN : Order ! The hon. gen­
tlcm&n will see that the onlv items in this 
vote arc those relating to the '"laric,; of 
officers. · 

Mr. CORSER: Thoro were items dealing 
with field as2!i~tants, instnunents, and pur­
chas·-• of plant. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. gcn­
tlem:m can deal with those items, but not 
with the actual vote for water conservation. 
That will be found on page 122. 

Mr. CORSER: He "as merely pointing 
out that, as the State received £7,000,000 from 
the alienated lands which had water provided, 
they. could get a great deal more if they 
provided water for the great tracts of countrv 
which were not alienated. The WaiTeS of the 
field assistants, ek .. had be0n rod I~' cd from 
£3,050 to £1,000, and the amount for the 
purchase of :n~trUlTif"'nt", the n1aintcnanre of 
gauging stations, etc., had been reduced from 
£3,100 to £500. Tha Treasurer's excmc wa' 
not the real <>XCuse for that decrease. The 
hon. gentleman e. aid thev had not to keep 
on buying them. " 

The TREASURER: If yon build a Parlia­
ment House this year, vou do not requir, to 
build it next yc•ar. · 

Mr. CORSER: During last year they ),;,d 
thrown open for selection 5,742,000 acre;,, 
·where were the instruments to deal with 
those select-ions? 

The TREASURER: \Ve have a sufficient num­
ber of instruments. 

Mr. CORSER: Why reduce the vote for 
instruments when they were iucreasing ·the 
area of land opened ? The Minister was not 
game to show them the l'Oports. \Yhy did 
he not give them the Tre&sury report and 
th" report of the hydraulic engineer, so that 
they would not be in the dm·k when discuss­
in?: the,e things? 

The TREASURER: Any member who wants 
those reports can have a copv. I sa vod 
the expense of printing. · 

Mr. CORSER: He wus entering a protest 
ogawst the small vote of £2.325 for the 
conf'ervation of \Vater in a Stato having 
85,000,000 acres of land under settlement 
coadition.'c. 

J\lr. WARREN (Jf1lrrm!l7Yl): He noticed 
the a'sistant engineer received £405 a y-eo,r, 
whereas there was a clerk at £500 a year. 
Thos-e pocitions should be reversed. 

The TREAS"CRER : Previously two were 
employed; now there is only one. 

Mr. WARREN: That did not explain why 
the clerk Wels getting mor-e than the scientific 
1nan. 

The TnEAS"CRER: Do you want him reduced? 
He is classified by the Public Service Com­
rnissionor. 

Mr .. WARREN: At Inkerman, where the 
prmcrpal part of the money was being spent, 
1t seemed to h•m it was being practically 
wasted. He had a table showing the whole 
area was 26,800 acres and cost on the average 
£2 ls. per acre. The benefited area com­
prised 10,500 acres, costing £5 4s. 7d. per 
acre. The cultivated area was 7 500 acres 
costing £7 6s. 5d. per acre. The settler~ 

[.Mr. Corser. 

vvould he right away fro:n the big n1arkets 
and they would not be able to pay £7 6s. 
5d. per acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!C"CLTl:RE: Do you 
know they arc going to got £3 Ss. per ton 
for svme of their cane in that area ? 

Mr. IVARRE:0i: Within a few miles of 
JVIclbourne were the J3ncr.huo }1arsh irriga­
tion works. where the land was equal to 
any land in Quoomland. and where they 
W8ro obtaining their wutor for Ss. por acre. 
At not one irrigation works. right up to 
Buninjuck in New South \Vales, did the 
cost of "at er exceed £1 ls. jWr acre. If 
that wor<o the <:ase where the settlers went 
in for intcn~lve eultiYatio11, he -lid not know 
hov.·. the settlers at InkPrU1"ln C'ould pay 
that enormous arnount. Sorno o~ the b~g 
inigation works raised the ·-c·ater probably 
ns lnany feet as it was proposed to raise 
it at Inkortnan; but his opinion was that 
the cost would exceed the amount stated 
rrhe vote was a paltry one (' )llsidering their 
great cxtnnt of country. Th<· Government 
'\Vere dealing \Yith thi~ TWitter in tho same 
v·:ty in which they dc.c 1t with the Depart­
ment of Agrilnlture, "·hich wcs a disgrace 
to the State. The Sccn•tary for c\gricnltnre 
was not to blam'' for that; hP probably 
,,ould spend wi·ely a great deal JJ;orc money 
than V\'aS rnado available for the df'pa:ttnlent. 
And as the D·epartn1cnt of Agri1 ulture was 
a disgrace· to the Stat2, so wen~ those irriga­
tion works, They ha.d plent:.- cf country and 
plenty of n1enns for irrig 1tion, yet settlers 
hud not received the slightest 0ncoura.gement. 
The Government ought to exploit the possi­
bilities of irrigation. The great desire of 
people all over the world was to get on th0 
bnd, and irrigation was ono of the moans 
to hi"lp them to settle on the land. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Your people say that the 
dcoirc is to get into the city. 

1\Ir. WAHREN: So it was, unfortunately. 
People did not want to go on the land, 
because it. was not fashionable; but people 
who were wellwishers of the State wanted 
to get the people settled on the land, and 
irrigation was a means of accomplishing it. 
If the farmers were to grow crops sucre3s­
fully by irrigation, it mmt be <:lone as it was 
done in other place~-that was, by giving 
them water as cheaply as posoible. He made 
inquiries in New Soqth \Yales some time ago 
about the Leighton Irrigation \Vorks, and 
he found that the water' eo ·t something less 
than 19,;. per acre: but. with intensive culti­
vation. and the large amount they were 
producing, there was great dissatisfaction, 
beca.use they WC're not rnaking it a success. 
That area was on the :Yiurrumbidgee River. 
and within easier distance of the markets of 
Australia than Inkerman. In fairness to that 
scheme, he must sac· that the Leighton people 
were getting a slightly better price for their 
canned fruit, yet at that time they were 
discouraged and, unfortunately, were leaYing. 

The TREASURER : That is the history of 
every irrigation scheme in the world. 

Mr. W ARREJ'\: He admitted that it was 
the history of all settlement; but it was not 
the history of all settlement to come very 
near breaking point in the matter of finance, 
and, on the figures he ha-d given, the Inker­
nlan schcn1e was Yery near breaking point. 
He wanted to be absolutely fair and admit 
that it was not safe to make a compari,,on 
with other irrigation works. but the very 
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fact that the Leighton scheme was only just 
on the point of succcf'ding showed that it 
was necessary to be very careful. 

1\Ir. BEBBIKGTON (Drayton): In a 
' mntry like Queensland, where there was so 
much difficulty about \Yatcr, \Yhich meant so 
much to settlement, th0 \Vater Supply 
Department should be one of the chief depart­
ments of the State. Its cervices should be 
used n great deal more than the:y were. 
Smne ten years ago ho \Yas over a largG 
ctreh·h of country where in ono place there 
~rvas a vG'ry large lagoon, vvhich scmned to 
be fed by streams, and thus kept 2<t tlw same 
le\·el. He maintained at the time that, if 
a pumping plant had been installed, under 
a \.YatC>r board, an enqrmous a1nount of money 
~pent by farmers in tT_;-ing to got \Vater­
which they did not always succeed in get­
ting; it \ms a very dry district-would have 
been saved, becauRo the "'Jvater could have 
bef'n taken to the ~liffercnt farms, as was the 
case in the dry districts in Victoria. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: Whm·e 
was that? 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON : The Kingaroy line. 
The countr0· was very closely settled. If that 
had been done, not 20 per cent. of the money 
which had been spent by the farmers on 
getting water would have been expE>nded. 
_\t that time £150 would ha.-c gone a good 
way in carrying pipes to a farm, but many 
of the Lrmers had spent hundreds of pounds, 
and some had not got water yet. 

In all their Queensland districts, more 
especially in those below the range, he had 
seen many places where there wore subter­
ranean Etreams, on which windmills had 
been placed for 40 or 50 miles. He main­
tained that those streams should have been 
n~served just the same as their surface rivers 
were reserved. Ono butter factory spent 
hundred' of pounds in looking for water, 
whereas within loss than a, quarter of a 
mile there was a subterranean stren.m 60 feet 
wide with an almost unlimited supply, which 
eYcntually thc,y obtained. 

Mr. BRENNA:>i : \Vho found that? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He did. (Laughter.) 
That showed that subterranean ctreams did 
exist, and the State should make the be,t of 
them. In considering nearly every irrigation 
scheme they had to face the question of 
w hethor the whole cost should be charge-d 
to the land concerned, or whether they were 
£;oing to 1;1ake it a 'national work and write 
off a certain amount of the cost. He be­
lieved he was oorrect in saying that some­
thing like £3,000,000 had been written off in 
<:onnedion with the Burrinjuck irrigation 
scheme in N cw South \V ales. They had to 
consider whether the works were practicable, 
and whether they were worth the expenditure 
of money. They had to consider wheth0r, 
after they established the works at Inke,·­
man, if they had to wipe ofl' half the cost, 
n was worth carrying out the sche1ne. Was 
it not better to cultivate millions of acrm 
along the coast of Queensland that did not 
need irrigation? If they were goinO' to spend 
money in irrigation, they had tr';' consider 
whether it was worth the cost and whether 
it would pay interest on the money, or 
whether they would not have to wipe off half 
the cost before the farmers Col!ld make it pav. 

The 'l'REASUR.ER : I t.hink you will agree 
w1th me that, first of all, we should put into 
use land that does not require irrigating. 

Mr. BEBBI'\'·GTON: That was exactly 
what lw sa1d. There w 're very big difficulties 
in carryjn~ out irrigation in Queensland. As 
the Secret-ary for Public Lands knew per­
fectly wdl, if they dammed up a river in 
the far \Vht in one phwo, it ,, ould break 
out in anotiL·r. Ho wanted to impress upon 
t.hP Treasurer that, when the irrigation 
P<:he1ne vv.:.ts f1nished at Inkerman, it would 
be ab,,olutely impossible for the farmers to 
pay £7 6s. 5d. per acr,c per annum for the 
\1 1.tcr, and i.t would bo a question of \vi ping 
off a Y8ry lng part of the cost of the scheme 
:, a bad ·debt. 

Que' cion put and paseed. 

,. DEPART}IEJ>;'T OF PUBLI(' LANDS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA:'\DS 
(.E-Ion. J. H. Coyne, Warrrgo) moved-

" That £60,509 be granted for 'Chief 
Office.''' 

There was an increase of £4,094 on t-he vote 
for last year. That was accounted for by 
award increases in salaries and salaries for 
four assessing· rangers, amounting to £1,380. 
There would be an incrrased cxpLlnditure of 
£800 for "Equipment allowances, As,)ossing 
Comtnissioners, and rang·er-;: .. " There was 
an additional salary of £385 for a Yaluation 
clerk, and £320 for a draftsman. "Travel­
ling· and incidental expenses, assessing," 
necessitated an increased expenditure of 
£1,000. 

Mr. CORSER (Burw tt) : He -did not think 
that they had anything to boast of in the 
administration of the Lands Department 
during last year. He would not say that 
the policy of the department had not been 
carried out very effectively by the adminis­
trators of t-hat department: but it was the 
policy that he complained about. Where 
stringent measures wore necessary the 
administrative heads of tlw department had 
certainly put their heel down as firmly as 
possible to eee that. the conditions were 
carri·od out. 

Mr. FoRDE: What is >Hong with the 
policy? 

At 2.55 p.m., 
Mr. PoLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. GORSER: It was bad in the main. 
In the first place, it did not permit a man 
>vho made a hrm out of a wilderness to hold 
the titl·e of that land after he had con.-erted 
it into a farm. 

:'llr. FoRDE: The "Primary Producers' 
Review," your official organ, says that lease­
hold is the better tenure. 

Mr. CORSER : It was not t·he official organ 
of the Queensland Farmers' Union. He 
claimed it was the official organ of hon. m !ID­

bars opposite-. The great asset of the State 
was its land. Careful lane! administr a6on 
under good and easy settlement condir·ions 
was what they wanted more than anything 
else to-day. . 

F[e would bring under the notice of the 
}Iinister the old homestead conditions of 
some years ago, when the old supposed Tory 
Government. exist0d in Queensland. Any man 
in the State, or an:v farn1er's son, or any 
unemployed indivj.dual. could go on the 
land and take up 320 acres under freehold 

Mr. Corser.] 
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conditions at 2s. 6d. an acre, repayable in 
eight years. Those conditions ha~ been 
responsible for the settlement of t11o1r best 
settled localit.ies up to the present t1me. 
To-day they wore labouring under the per~ 
petual lea' e conditions, which wore not 
acceptable to the man who had to settle on 
the land. It was designed be- industria]ists 
who sat in caucus in Brisbane and dev1sed 
the policy of the Labour party. They did 
not want to go on the land. If ,·cal good 
settlement and a real prosperous Quoenslanu 
was wanted, they should have good settle­
ment conditions. They shonld offer to every 
industrial worker a piece of freehold land 
on which he could have his own home and 
his own furnitur-e, and giye to the man 
in the bush the freehold title of a piece of 
land that would bring him a decent living. 
They would then have a prosp"·ous com­
munity and a community t.hat would be 
proud of their State. Th0y wanted to breed 
up a sentiment that Queensland was second 
to nu country in the world. They could 
easily do that by making people both in ~·he 
town and in the countr: ~atisllcd, and makmg 
them feel thrtt they owned a part of the 
State themselves. That would wipe away t·he 
ido:. of the communistic platform that they 
had heard so much about during the last­
few weeks. A mau \Yho owned a bit of 
freehold la nu and his o>• n home would neYer 
be a communi.t and \Youlcl never support the 
communist.ic platform that had be,CJl adopted 
by the party opposite during the last few 
wtcckY. They 1vcre faced with the sorry 
spectacle of 1,000,000 acres of Crmvn lands 
being lost to Qucenslau(l l'Yl~ry yt>nr through 
the prickly-pear pest. Over 30,000,000 acres 
of their land were now infested with the 
pest .. 

Mr. BRENN·\N : Vvho brought it here? 

:\'lr. CORSEH: Prolmbh- the hon. nl<>m­
ber'~ grent grandfathcr--llo did not kno1v. 
·what he was concerned about was that, now 
thrtt it '' D·' hero, more should be done to pro­
tect t!Jo,o who kept. their property clean 
from the pest. That was bringing it down 
to a miniuum. Moro should be done to 
protccL those people v-ho were compelled to 
kef'p their property el0::tn, and \Vhose pro­
p<>rty >Yas being invaded by seeds and plants 
frorn aJjoining areas belonging t·o tho CrovYn. 
It was the duty of the Cro·,,n to make it 
po:·~sible for the settler to fulfil his conditions 
and for the local authoritieo to carrv ont 
their condit-ions of cleaning up l;ghtly 
infested countrv in districts "-here there 
exist ·d bunches "of pear on areas of 100 acres 
o~· rnm:e, which vvcre nothing but nurseries 
in districts where the pear had not got away 
from them altogether. He not.iced that in 

some of the W c ·:tern dictricts, the 
[3 p.m.] Barcoo for instance, certain areas 

were being infest-ed from small 
tracts of pear which existed therE. Those 
tracts should bo cleared, as ot-herwise they 
would be a menace to are:1s of land on which 
people were settling. Under the present 
.-ystem, perpetual lea.se prickly-pear selections 
were being opened to individuals, when it 
was impossible for them to clear the pear, 
and it w·as time they reviewed the whole 
position. The Government should appoint a 
prickl~'-pear board to go into the whole matter, 
and to advise the department as to what 
was required. In his opinion, the Lands 
Department. officials and heads of branches 
had not seriously taken the prickly-pear 
trouble on their shoulders. They had not 

[Mr. Corser. 

made any suggeotions since the late Hon_ 
J. T. Bell was Secretary for Public Lands 
which would assist in the eradication of pear 
on areas which were lightly infest-ed. The 
::Vlinister would admit that that statement 

as correct. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is 

nc,t. I will admit nothing of the kind. 

?.fr. CORSER: There were no new classes 
of tenure. They had the prickly-p.•ar tenure, 
tbe pricldy-pea.r frontage tenure, and pcr­
pdnc I lcao· e prickly-pear selections; those 
·-,ere the only tenures they had got. In some 
dlEtrict, there were areas ·which were clear­
able, and they should clear them as soon 
as po<<ible. The Crown should undertake 
llle responsibility of clearing Crown land 
ar<·as, and not leave them infested with pear, 
whie.h '"as a menace to the surrounding 
settler, who had cleared their areas. Out 
on the \Vestern Railway line from Too­
v. omnba., there 1vere areas which could have 
been cJ.·:<trl"Zl years ago; but because the:: 
',"ere inf..·rior lands they were neglected and 
left to become overgrn'vn with pear, and 
Le a burd :n to the selectors. 

The Sr,cRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Yon 
ca11 :cc any arnount of prickly-pear around 
CL."ndah. 

:\Jr. CORSER : They could see it around 
C: yndr,l1, but no people had taxed thcm­
,,.i;·os-to clear the pear-more heavily than 
the pl·lple around Gayndah, Rawbelle, and 
Dc"g-ilbo. They had subscribed a large 
arnount of nwncv on 1vhich th: Government 
snbsith of £1 f;r £1 was paid, to clea-r the 
roads alon They had now in the State 
79,509,201 acres of gra7,ing and scrub selec­
ti .-ns. 2,694,626 acre· under perpducl lease 
sL:iection, and 342,[.:32 ar;rcs under mining 
Jc.af:cs, 111aking a very fa.ir tot,-d, but nothing 
in conYnari~on to what it \">Duld be if onh­
t.!1e lar;ro tracts of land rdong the railway 
linos v·cre freed from prickl:--pear. 'Where 

ere '':rts no [)car along the ndhvay linG 
areas should be n1ado aYailable to 

They had op(mcd np land by 
raih.,-a'"· but it could not be said that the 
fulk--t" o~portunity h:d be< 'I given to 
2.:<rarian occupation along the ra.ilway. They 
chould devi'·C some 'chc _JC to srttle t.he lar cl 
along the railway lines from .. -hich produce 
could be raised to help to keep the railways 
rnEning. The Lands Department had a dutv 
in that regard. 

He ha.d been inforn1cd on a previous occa· 
slon that any reference to ~Ir. Temple Clerk 
u.u!d be made on this votr. That ~.,ontlem<tn 
f_ ad b(en ~asking invc13tig~tions 'int'o the 
pric!dy-poar qu<'stion for the last ten or 
fifte£'n years through the Lands Department. 
}-} c (lvh. Corsor) was one of those who thought 
that Mr. Temple Clerk's devotion to the 
prickly-pear question had not been wasted. 
About ten years ago he sent to America 
f,Cvcral varictiE-, of prickly-pt ar, to sco if 
,, :1 insect conkl be fonnd which would feed 
G'l the plants. Later on cochineal insec~s 
v·cro ePnt out to Queensland to be expcn­
mentcd with. Since t.hon a c:ccond lot of 
cochiHoal insects had been successfully pro­
pagated. Mi'. Temple Clerk had met Fith 
a sey,~ro accident, and had had to sell his 
ntluable pictures and personal effects so c.s 
t.J be able to hand over those insects to the 
Si ate. He h"d, unfortunately, now lost his 
eight, and had had to give up his wodc 
He underetood that the Lands Department 
had kinrllv allowed him six months' pay on 
retiremel1t. The Committee would acknow-
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ledge thr valuable work which Mr. Temple 
Clerk ha,d done. The Govcrnn1cnt should 
encourage others to do. experimental work in 
this direction, by showmg that m then fail­
in o· years such officials \rould not be left .n 
w;nt. f-Ie hoped the Government would sec 
that Mr. 'l'emple Clerk was enabled to enjoy 
the comf0rt which was nccr"sary in his last 
year:::.. 

So far as the administration of the dcpa!·t­
rncnt was concerned, the Minister had lent a 
kiully ear to their requests, but he was. SC?ITY 
that the policy of the department proh1b1ted 
the nece'.Jsary assistance being given to 
r<;turnod soldiers. 

~.Ir. BREN:>iAN: In what way 1 

Mr. CORSER: In the fir~t place, it \nts 
l•ard that the conditwns of soldier sottk­
ment should be more difficult than those of 
the· o;·dinan settler. An ordinary settler 
cculd take Lip a perpetual lease, and aftc;r 
li\ c Years he could transfer it and get back 
the mane. he had put in and tllso any addi­
tional a2Tiount received fron1 tbe sale of 
the lease, but a soldier settler had to reside 
<'ll the land for ton years before he could 
put it on the market, After fn-o years s?mo 
ailment he had received at the front m1ght 
l3ve become pronounced, and he might be 
trnablo to carry on, but he could not reali~ ~ 
on the selection except to another returned 
.oolrliei'. H would like to know from the 
''>Iinister how the settlement at Beorburrum 
"'as getting on, and \'het her the report 
dra>·:n up for Mr. Hunter by Mr. Enos 
N ewett, had prm·ed to be correct. The late 
Secretary for Public Lands, son1e few years 
ago, called upon one_ of his, gro<~t su]lporlE;rs 
-a practical farmer m the Burnoti dJstncr.­
to report on the I3ecrburrum settlement. 
Ho v brought down at the cost of the 
State. buc that rq10rt had never been made 
pnblic. Ho would like to kno ,. the nature 
of the report. 

The SECRETARY FOR l' CBLIO LA;>;DS : I have 
no kno:~·ledgo of \vhon1 you aro referring to. 

J\lr. CORSER: Mr. Enos ::\ewett was 
asked to make a report, and he would like 
to know what a GOod, prrrctical Labour man 
said in i'Cgard to the BoerbLu-rum cettlomont. 
vYhcn the soldiers took up those lands they 
-were {le:)i/ed "·ith £1CO each £or the cle ~r­
in;:.;· of 4 acrod; aud yrt rhe a Ye rag(~ mnount 
.advanced to returned soldiers on Crown 
lands during the last b·olve months had been 
on]~; £333 apiece. 

The SECRETARY FOE PUBLIC LAKDS: 
He rose to' a point of order. That matter 
-could be discussed on the Loan vote, and 
had nothing to do with the vote under 
discussion. 

1\Ir. CORSER: It could hardly be di~;.oci­
atcd from the vote under discussion. They 
know that the ordinar0- selector was entitled 
to £1 200 which was made available through 
the State' Advances Corporation, and it was 
about time the soldiers themselves made 
some inquiry as to why it was that they had 
only received £333 each, although under the 
Soldier settlement scheme £625 was pro­
vided bv the Federal Government. They 
knew al~o that the soldier settlers made a 
requeet to the Government that their tenure 
should be freehold, and during the last 
recess a deputation from the soldiers them­
selves waited on the Minister in that behalf, 
and be would like to know from the Minister 
what reply was received by the soldiers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : The 
department convinced them that thPy wore 
under the best conditions at present. 

::\lr. CORSER: The best conditions the 
Government would give them. Those people, 
as well as other perpetual lease settlers, 
would leave their farms to-day but for the 
fact that they knew the policy of the 
Country party was to make it possible for 
them to transfer their leaseholds into free­
holds. He sincerely hoped the Secretary 
for PLiblic Lands would take upon himself 
the duty he owed to the country and the 
settlers, o£ protecting them from being in­
fested with pear from Crown lands, and 
that he would- also take upon himself the 
dLity he owed to the State of making land 
available under a tenure that would make 
the people peaceful and happy, and make 
them better citizens and thereby counteract 
the communistic tendencic;o of the Labour 
party. 

Mr. BRENNA::\ (1'oowoornba) : Ho wished 
to expla1n to the people who read " Han­
sard" and the newspapers that the perpetual 
lease system was absolutely the best. 

Mr. EDWAllDS: The soldiers do not say so. 
Mr. I3RE~:\fJ.N: The soldiers had been 

misled, and he was quite prepared to go to 
any soldier settlement in Queensland and 
debate the question wtih the soldiers. Sup­
posu a man had £1,000 in the bank and he 
wished to take up land. lf he came along to 
the Govornmcnt they would grant him a per­
petual lease. On making application and 
getting the land on a perpetual leaw basis, 
he ;,·ould ha.-e to pay 1~ per cent. rental 
on the capital value of that land. Ho would 
be getting 3~ per cont. for his money in the 
bank, and he could spend that money in 
impwving the land. Ho did not pay any­
thing fur the capital value of the land, and 
he paid no land tax at all. If he wore to 
purchase a freehold, he would have to put 
the whole of his capital into the purchase 
price cf the land and would have to borrow 
111ore 1nonev· for in1provement.s and pay, pro­
bably, 8 per cent. interest; "I here as, if he 
used the money in the bank for improve­
ments, under the perpetual lease system, he 
would haYo the land for the mere payment 
of the rental, and it would be just as secure 
a. tenure as freehold, as he would have it for 
ninety-nine years, which meant for all time . 

_\n 0PPOSITTOX ME~!BER : vVhat about re­
appraiscnv:nts? 

2\Ir. BRE:'\KAK: The reappraisements 
ould be every seven years. Land was only 

worth what it could produce. If a man paid 
£10 an acre for !and and got into the hands 
of the bank. and he afterwards found the 
land was not worth keeping, the bank would 
exercise t ho power of a mortgagee and fore­
close, and out he would go. But, if he took 
up that land under the perpetual lease 
tenure, and found, after investing his money 
in improvements, that the land was not worth 
it, what happened? The Government did 
not come along and say, "If you do not pay 
up, we will sell up your land and tho 
irnprovcrrwnt·,~ on it?" 

::\Ir. vVARRE:oi: They do. There 1s a case 
in the Supreme Court now. 

Mr. BRE:"-1::'-iA::\: A settler C,)uld forfeit 
his lease at an::- time and walk out. The 
incoming tenant had to pay the value of the 
improvement,. In the case of the freehold'. 
the banks lent money on thorn and exercised 
their right as mortgagees, and, if the money 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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,,, as not paid up, the banks reserved the 
right to tuq1 the borrower out on his ea~, 
It '"as far better for a man to keep h1s 
<>apital and t"cko up land under perpetual 
lease in prefec·encn to frPehold, bec~uso he 
could use his capital to effect ncce"'sary inl­
proYcments. \Yhat security did they get for 
a freehold? ThP idea of perpetual lease or 
freehold was only a myth, and, as the hon. 
member for Ddb,- would tell them, there 
was no difference 'between the byo te:1urcs. 

:\lr. CORSER: There must be ome differ­
ence, because the~ banks will not lend 1noncy 
on p~rp~:h:.al lea~''· 

Mr. BRE:\;:_\J,\1\: The reason for thctt 'HJS 

because the bank-; only mm!ed to play the 
gflll1C c: pa\Ynbroker all the titnC, whorcas 
in the easo of the pcrpc~ual lease. if one 
sdcctor failed, the Gc\~cnlnH~nt would put 
thr~ land up to scle.·t.ion again. 

Ivlr . .CousE:l: But the sclccto'' cannot get 
an advance on it. 

:,Ir. BRE:'\='JAK: Under the freehold s]·s­
teE1 the bant;j ex en ised the right of fore­
dosing at an~~ tirnc, even if th2 sole, tor paid 
Laf'k in intt're~-:, ar_d n:dc11ption n1ore than 
th·~ originnl arnonnt bon·owec1. A~ter all. 
\'.hat diJ. fn~chold 1n0an? If <t 1nan got the 
1n chnld o:f a pic('P of land, th:~rc wDs noHl­
ing· to stop a'lothf'r Jnan fron1 mining· on 
that laPd and tabng the mt'tals fro:n under 
th surface undrr thC' ~lining on P~· :y:-tte 
Propertv _\et. Under the Rights in \Vater 
Act. the water beneath that land belonged 
to the Crov·n and did not belonr; to the 
individual who owne-d the freehold. Hon. 
mnn1bers opposite 1vcrc ahvays barrarking 
for the banb anrl big capitalists. Frodwld 
\\as a A'Ood thing for the banks, hnt it v;as 
nn gcod for the im!iyi.dual. It would bo far 
b{:ttcr for a rnan with n1cney to take up a 
perpetual ka~c-, put his 1noney into the Sav­
jng:; Bnnk at 3~ per Cf'nt., and Si)cnd h on 
in1proving his· property. TJ11der the freehold 
sntem, a settler "as compelled to borrow 
n1oney horn the bank to improYc his pro­
perty, and immcdiate]~r he started to Uorro\Y 
the bank became his master. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The banks cYic,ently 
think that freehold is the better tenure. 

:'\lr. ERE:'\~ AN: Of cours~, they did, 
bec:tu~e it \Yas a banking swindle on the 
farmer ell the time. It was far better to 
t,pcnd the ~apital on improvcrncnts instead 
of borrowing money to buy freehold. 

::\Jr. CoRSER: Your arg-un1cnt is good up to 
the first rcappraismnent. 

:illr. BREX:\"A~: He wa, glad the hon. 
Jnember admitted that 1nuch, b0causc. when 
lw met the hon. o:entlcman on the plat;orm, 
he- \Y:L-' going to tell the fanners and soldier" 
that the hon. member for Bm·nett admitted 
that his argument wa · good np to the f;r,t 
re :1 ppraisemont. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I did J,ot say that your argu­
ment was good; but up to the first reap­
praisement the .argurnent in faYour of a 
perpetual lease is good. 

Mr. BRENNAN considered that he had 
put up a gocd argu1neut. in favour of per­
petual lease. That brought him to his 
'~·cond point~the land was only worth what 
it could produce, and nothing mor~. If it 
could be proved that the land could not pro­
duce as much as its capital value, then the 
value of the perpetual lease would be 
Teduced, 

Mr. CORSER: Who is to say that it is less 
than the capital value? 

[.ilf r. Brennan. 

~[r. BREX~AN: Th•t ,, as fixe-d by the 
Ac~. Tf the land 'v::u proved to be more 
valu.able than tlY' c:)nibd ·, ·1luc, the;; the 
Yal ut~ of the perpetual le'lSG -..vould be 
incrC'ased. 

:3-lr. CCRSER: \Yho is to dc·cidc that? 

1\:Ir. TIRE::.J~A~J: rrhP conrt. \Yhorn could 
they get fairer than the Luncl Court? 
After th0 first seyen vcrtrs a man holding a 
perpetual JF,tse could ' a,· ho 1Hld paid so 
much for income tax. He 'vmlld pay no land 
tax under perpetual lea:e, an,__! he r,-on!d 
show what the value of hio land was 'vorth. 
In that way thev coulcl gf't tl'r: trao valuo of 
th · land accor,dinO' to what it produced. 
Hon. membo1 opposite should hll the 
soldiers the truth abont the p '"J1Chwl lease­
hold tenure. 

l-\,egarding the prickly-ponr leases, the;,~ 
kne-..or that the prickly-p~ar had taken good 
hold of the State, and canscd the Govern­
ment ''· gond deal of anxid\'. He bad had 
occasion to interview the ~Iini;:,Lcr l'·}garding 
the dc~truction of prickl:;~-r"ar, and h( 
lr·arnecl that, although the lJnder Secretary 
and hi" :;;taff >.YPre vf'ry strict rt:'f!ard.ing the 
performance of pr,ickl0·-pcar 'onclition', they 
pointed out that 1t '""'' almost an !tnpossJ­
bility to fulfil the, conditi~m laid down v~: 
the Ad. It woula mean that a man wowcl 
hay·e to becon1e a 6lav0 to k0c-p his land f"'cc 
from prickl;<·-pear. Tlwy ;oukl never go!~ 
rid of prickly-pear by putting on gang.3 of 
men. The only way to cle ·r it wa'! to have 
close settkment. He remembered, "·hen 
their frie>nds opposite ,-,·nd their snpporters 
11ut the C+ennans on th(' di:nsc prlckl_y-pe 11~ 
scrub at Glencoe, the:: had to cut thc1r way 
out of it. ]3,- the time they clear<xl all, the 
pear the undertaker came and took tnem 
a\.• av. The supporters of hon. 1aembcrs 
opposite gave Tvson tho big rolling plains, 
but they put the" small man ri;rbt out. in the 
scrub, and left him to hoc his way out. That 
happcne·d in different parts of Qyeensland. 
J\1any of the hrmers on the Darlmg Downs 
had areas of land which W<'re too big for 
them to work. They would not conserve any 
fodd~r, and. when any0110 gav·! thcrn ~dvicc:t 
he was laug-hed at. 

Mr. BRA;;D: Wh,' t is the area of their 
aYc:'ragc holdings? 

11r. BRE-:'\f::\f.\::\f: Around iYarwick there 
"'''"" places hcl·d bv farmers in blocks of 700 
to 900 acres each., They 'Yen' kneed with 
harhed wire, which was rn·oken clown in 
places. There w0re acres of blrck chocolate 
soil. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTR: Black chocolate? 

J\II-. BRE;'\J'\AK: Ye', black chocolatD. 
(Oppositioci lau~hter.) It w:1s the finest soil 
tltev could get betwpcn red 'IHl black in 
colour, yet the farmer., there held big areas 
that thcv did not work because thov wcmt,,d to 
run stork on them. The solution 'was for the 
Lands Denartment to cut up the holding" 
into small 3reas. At Mount Hutton the 
areas were cut up. and 95 per cent. of the 
wldier settlers there were successful. because 
tho-v ran their farms on scientific 1ines. 
(O):iposition laughter.) Ho '"as told so by 
the• manager. 

Mr. ::\1oRGAN : Then he told you wrong, 

Mr. BRE:'\-:'\fAN: Well, they 'muld rc;>d it 
in the Press. and let them '~aY then that he 

(Mr. Brennan) was' wrong. Those 
[3.30 p.m.] were matters the department 
· should look into. They were too 

fond of giving away big areas. In some 
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cases the,v nao to do "it, but '"here the 
laud was riCh the areas should be limitd.L 
Dy placing 1nen on smaller nr0as thoy wou1d 
urf;YC'llt the spread of prickly-pear. 

1\Ir. l\IORGA~ (Jfurilla): Taking all 
tenures into c:ou.sideraion, at pre~ent thero 
was icf3s land for \Yhich rent \Vas being paid 
than tlu~rc v~ a.s six or se yen y( ars ago. J\Iany 
pcoj'lc thcught there ·,ea·; a scarcity of land 
in (~uec•nsland. That was not so. Millions 
uf acre;:;, ur_·~ortunatc-ly, were not settled in 
m1·· shape or form. Ono of the reasons why 
the~ lands wero not h-1ing settled was that 
the deparbncnt vv ;,s pursuing a. fal;c policy 
uf looking upon the Jands as sornething frorn 
''hi eh a large rov.._n~e should be obtained 
foe U<-' ill other directions. r_rhat \VU, a huge 
1nistake. ReYClllW should n..__t bG c,btaincd 
directly from the land by way of land rental. 
Indiredly, land settlement would mean 
gTcatc•r incon1e tax collC'ctions, larger rcvcuue 
h·orn freights and fares, and rcvcnu~._· in 
11urncrou3 other dirt::ctions. L"7nfortunately, 
the GoYcrnrncnt \Yere taking tho roYenuo 
directly out of the land b0 means of hugo 
rcntals and the exorbitant priof"~.s that \\ere 
placed upon the land. A fact which was to 
b,, deplored y, 1s that w much country was 
being held at prc 'ent under occupation 
liceu;c. Land which previously '.Vas held 
under prickly-pear selection and other form·; 
of tenqre now vvas earning under occupation 
license. The occupation license did not pro­
Yide for the destruction of noxious weeds, 
pear, or pests of any description, and it 
,,-as a favoured for1n of tenure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS : It rs 
taken up under occupation license only as a 
la,- t rcsm·t. 

l\lr. MORGAK: Ho know that. The 
Financ1al 8V1tement und the Governor's 
Speech showed the large amount of lanu 
held under occupation license. r:rho 11inistcr 
,, as perfectly correct in stating it was taken 
up under that tenure a' a last resort. 'l'hat 
was a clear indication that the lands wore 
becorning infested vvith noxious \Veeds, and 
\\ore useless. It could not be said that the 
lands of Queensland generally were nearly 
a~ productive a') they \V ere ~omo yea ago. 
\Yith the exception of favoured areas, tho 
country was becoming oYcrrun with '"uckers, 
burr, prickly-pear, and weeds generally. The 
people >Yore not keeping th0ir lands in as 
good condition as the0 had done ten or twelve 
year· ago. 

The· SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: How do 
you account for that Y 

l\Ir. MORGAN: Tho cost of keeping the 
land clcu had become so great. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: In other 
words, you think wages are too high? 

J\ilr. M ORGAN: In one respect that was 
so. The amount of money a man could make 
was not sul!iciont to enable him to employ 
labour. It was no good burking the ques­
tion; the,v had to look the facts in the face. 
The lessee, could not afford to pay for the 
labour necessary, and make a profit out of 
the I and. The;c followe·cl the practice of all 
other businesq people when they discovered 
that their revenue was not sufficient to make 
a living-they looked round for a form of 
retrenchment. Rental had been increase::! 
enormously year by year, and there was only 
one way in which a man coul·d retrench-by 
reducing the number of hands he employed 
upon his property. That was what was occur· 
ring every day. If they wont to any station 

in Queensland, they would find that, where 
forrno: rk no m am· as fifteen men had boen 
('lllploy0d all th~ time doing nothing but 
destroying posts, to-day not a rr1an \vas 
('Illp!o. nl. 

The SECRh;TARY FOR ~~GRJCULTuRE: That h~s 
Ollly tak>_'n place since the sltunp in the pl'ice~ 
Gt \ccol nnd cattle. 

Mr. MORGA:\: That was oHe rc,toon. If 
cattln and \Vool were selling at hjgh pricc'i-­

The SgcRETARY l,'OR AGUICL'L'l'UHE: )~..s they 
V:Cl'(' a few rnonths ago. 

;vlr. MORGAN: They could employ the 
kbour to a certain cxt<>nt. At present that 
·was not t110 CU.SC. rrhcre \VaS not only OTIC 

l't1 a~>.Jn to account for the position. \V ages 
had gone up from £1 10s. per wc0k in 1914 
to £3 7c. per week at the prccerct time. 

Ti1e SECRETARY I·"OR AGRICULTC'RE : Cattle 
and \rool \Vent up jn greater proportion. 

l\1-. l\.IORGAN: For those who \vere for­
tunc, to enough to have them. Some portions 
c.. th' country, moro especially the south­
we ' •rn portion, were drought-otricken at the 
tiu1e high Yalues prevailed, and they could 
not t11ku ad vantage of them. \V hat was the 
good of cattie fetching ;t;3 per lOO lb. ut the 
l<:Hogg-cl·a yard" when they had not the 
cattk to sell? 

The TE.i\IPORARY CHAIR:\lA~: 01dcr! 
I hope the hon. member will connect his 
remarks with the vote. 

Mr. ::\10RUAN: He was giving reasons 
"·hy the land was becoming less uroductive 
than it was some yea>·s ago. In 1915 421,ll;~ 
·quare mile,. were hold wJdm pastoral lease 
and occupation license. ln 1920 the area was 
379,811 square miles-a decrease of 41,29" 
square mile;. They had been led to believe 
tL, t there v, as so much money in the grazing 
industry that people were absolutely tumbling 
over one another to get into it. Yet those 
figures showed that at the end of 1920 thero 
"ere 41,291 square miles under pastoral lease 
and occupation license less than in 1914. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : vV ere 
there not re,umptions during the year 1 

Mr. M ORGAN: Thoro might have been 
resumptions, but, taking every form of 
tenure under the Land Acts, there were 
332,000,000 acrns in occupacion in 1915, and 
325,000,000 acres in 1920, or a reduction of 
7,000,000 acres in round figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: vVhat 
are ·you quoting from? 

Mr. MORGAN: He was qnoting from the 
reports of the Under Secretary for l'uLlic 
Lands, from which he took the following 
figures:-

1\:-nure. 
Pa;,toral lease 
Occupation license .. 
Urazmg and scrub 

selection ... 
Perpetual lease 
Auction perpetual 

1915. 
223,000.000 

45,000,000 

62,000,000 
112,000 

1920. 
209,000,000 

33,000,000 

79,000,000 
2,694,000 

lease 9,135 
Special lease 150,000 218,000 
Mining lease 267,000 342,000 

o1· a decrease of 6,971,000 acres, which, 111 his 
opinion, disclosed a deplorable state of 
affairs. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat 
became of those lands? 

Mr. M ORGAN: They were not being 
occupied. If he forfeited one of his occupa· 
tion licenses, the land perhaps remained 

illr. M organ.] 
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unoccupied for a time, although thrown open 
for selection, simply because there might be a 
good season, and nobody W•anted it. One 
of the reason• for that state of affair' \1 a·· 
that the Govcrn1nent v, ere pndeavouring to 
squeeze too much rent from the people. The 
time would come when thev ould have to 
l'! ... 'duce rents. Personallv, he ·was in fayour of 
reduf'ing rents. u 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRJ\IAK: Order: 
The lw.n. member should deal with that on a 
later vote. 

.Mr. MORGAN: He thought he could deal 
w1th the whole matter in one speech. Tte 
prickly-pear que-;;:,tion concerned hin1, [IS well 
~:' e;cery other man in Queensland, becaus·. 
1~ thmgs went on as they had been goin~· for 
tne last fifty :·ears-he was not blaming til·' 
pres<mt Government more than any otlwr 
Government-in another fifty years there 
would be scarcely an acre of grazing land in 
Queensland free from prickly-pear. 'l'lH• 
~iinister sL~ted that vigorous action had bren 
taken to clear land at Blackall, but tha.t ,,, :. , 
only one of scores of r:rcas ln ~.Yh.ich it 1\·a 

spreading. In the Minister's own 0!ectoratr, 
at Charleville and elsowbcro, it "''" mile' 
further north than it was five or six vears 
ago. Perhaps the land rangers them;eh-cs 
did not know it was thoro. Everv bird in the 
bush now vvas eating pear. A cr~ow n1ight ~, 
here one moment feeding on a dead c-arcass 
and 1n a few hours it n1ight be 50 mile-:; 
cc wa:,·, feeding on another carcass and distri­
buting pear seed all round. The p€·tr wa!, 
not being spread by a gradual process; it 
'""s spreading in jumps of 50 and 100 miles. 
A person might buy 200 or 300 head of sto .;, 
at Chinchilla, which had bce·:1 feodi,-w on 
prickly-pear, and he rnighL rail thc1;?, to 
Charleville or Cheepie, or some place where 
there had been no pear for miles rollnd, and 
i::1 a few days those cattle would be spreading 
pear over the whole of that country. Tl1o;· 
were actually carting it in the trains. It was 
a deplorable thing, and the Government v:crc 
doing nothing to grapple with it. He would 
have a separate board to deal with prickly­
pear lands. He would give them away. It 
would not be a matter of quibbling o'vor a 
pound or so. He would give away the land, 
provtdod only that the people would live on 
it, more especi,dly along tho railways. Right 
up against the cities and towns and raih' ays 
they had million• of acres of first-dass land 
,., ith dense prickly-pear upon it. vVhy could 
the,· not roco~niso that that land ":as los·c 
to Qw:oensland at present, and let the people 
haYe it in living areas, provided only they 
l'Psidod upon it-no rental, no chal'ge whaf­
<'Yer. In. some cases it would be nec0ssary 
"'·on to gtYe them some assista.we. If it was 
a proper thing to borrow millions to build 
ruilways to open up tho country, would it 
not be better to borrow millions to settl0 
lnnd ah·ead.'· provided with railwrtvs? If 
thc,v were going to put 1,000 people' on the 
land, it was only a minor matter whether 
the,v put them where tlwre wrts a railway or 
whether they had to build a railway to s'en e 
them. At the present moment poar-i Jfec- tcl 
land along their rc,ih ays was a lost province, 
but they would h<~ve it once again if thn 
cleared it of prickly-pcar. Unfortunately the 
Gon,rnmont had a hard-and-fast rule that all 
land sPiected now must be held under per­
JWtual lease. That was undoubtedly a mis-
take. ' 

At 3.50 p.m., 

The CHAIR"'AN reomncd the chair. 

[Mr. Morgrm. 

The SECm'TARY FCJR P cBLIC LANDS : Will 
:ou tell me what advantage there would be 
in giving a freehold? 

Mr. MORGAN: When a man put his bit 
of money and his work into a freehold he 
',,-as improYing so1nething for himself; but 
tmder the perpc tua.l lease S\ .otem he was 
inproving something that wC:uld eventually 
belong to the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'GBLIC LANDS: No. 

Mr. MORGAN: It would belong to the 
Government eventually, and that man wonld 
],p blXed because of the fact that he had 
1mproved it 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIO LANDS: You 
know that is not true. 

Mr. MORGA~: For the first fifteen years 
a man would have it for nothing. Then " 
rrappn.isement by the Land Court would 
tnke place, and the person making the 
n-appraisemont would know nothing of the 
condition·J that existe-d fifteen yeiLr& before. 
That land was dealt with by the Land 
Court, and a rental value placed upon it. 
It was only human nature that when a 
thing did not belong to a person that person 
tr,ok out ll he could and put as little back 
111 return. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : It does 
!Jelong to the leasehol cl er. 

Mr. FoRDE: You do not understand the 
principh of leasehold. 

)lr. l\IORGA:::\: He understood a. great 
d:.. al mot·c about it than the hon. nwn1ber. 

Mr. FonuE: You are tr.< ing to mislead the 
Comrnittc·1 by saying that the land belongs 
tl the Gov, :·nmont and that it does not 
belong to t!w man. It is a lease in 
pt>rpetuity, 

J\1r. l\IORG_\X: For ninety-nine years. 
:\1r. F. A. CoOPER: At the end of the time 

he' puts on hie hat and walks out. (Langhter.) 

Mr. l\I011GAN: Supposing a man took 
T<f' a pric'ch·-pear selection and fulillled the 
conditions, it \Yould becon1e his ovvn, and ii 
<t railway as built and eYentually a to·1vn 
cprang up, the man with the freehold land 
cnuld divide his holding into small areas 
;;nd sPll them a.nd g·;:t the benefit, while the 
p<Tpotual leaseholder could not. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: That is holding land 
fm specuLltion-not for production. 

i\lr. l\lORGA~: Did the hon. member 
ob1ec t to that'? The Government were pre­
Vf):nting a H1an from getting the value that 
he himself had created. 

Mr. F. "\. CooPER: The State creates the 
value. 

Mr. MORGAJ\': In the first insta.nce the 
r;,an created the value by going· into the 
·wilderness and being prepared to sacrifice 
himself, his wife, and his family in the' 
s<·lection of that land, and for a number of 
y<•ars practically living on the smell of an 
oil rag-. That HHlll dcllw:·c,·'rated to the rt~st 
of the people in Queensland that the lanJ 
could gr::m something \v.hich they never 
tlwu[\'ht before it xvas capable of growing. 
I:l o had demonstrated its value whore they 
originally thought it had no value. He 
ha cl dom 1mtrated by his hard work and the 
\\·ork of his wife and familv. that the land 
was suitable for gro\ving m-a"i:Ze or for 1nixed 
farr:ning: :~et hon. nlCmbcr.s would deprive 
him of the results of his work. vVas it an) 
wonder that the people "ere not going on 
io the land and that the city people were 
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not sending their sons into the country? 
Hon. members knew that the brainv bovs 
<end girls were leaving the country and 
coming into the cities and towns. He sup­
rmsed that his own sons and da.ug.hters wm1ld 
hk£ to do the same. If the conditions were 
sm ;, that they were preventing the best of 
their people going on the land, was it not 
t1me they found out something new? ?v1ust 
tl-.ey not realise that the prr;cnt system was 
a failure? The policy adopted "·as, " T.hcrc 
i' the land: if you don't like it vou can 
lump it. If 0·ou like it, you can' ha.-e it." 
There should be an attractiYo land policv 
c 11d so1nothing that \Y'Juld entice cib, n1ci·­
cbants to send their sons, after they were 
f'rlucat·cd, Into the cmmtry. He, as the 
irrth<•r of a boy, would soonc,r ha Ye him 
v·m·king on the land, recognising that his 
fnt ure \>Oukl be better th: n if he obtaim d a 
Government position, but most people wore 
oYleaYourinf!; to get their sons and daughters 
i11to Gov2rn1ncnt po,,itions. 

l\1r. PEASE: ).fa.nv merchants are sendin~r 
their Eons 011 to the land. Take Samuei 
Alien and Sons. of Townsville, who are the 
ruost curcc'ssful m0rchants in North Queens­
land~all their son6 are on the land. 

Mr. ::\10RGAN: A few merchants and 
busin' ss men sent their sons on the land 
after they were educated, but the merchants' 
bu~.incs-:cs or the doctor"3-' professions vvere so 
n,muw_rati;-c that t~ev kept the land; the 
wnd did not keep tne sons. It was onlv a 
rnattcr of a fe\v years. \\hen th2 sons cci'rrL 
back to thee city. He could give many case 
>>here the cons of big merchants in Brisbane 
went on to selections in his own electorate 
ar,d were back again in their fathers' busi: 
roe ;ses after five or ten years. as they could 
not make the land pay. 

Mr. PE.\SE: The son of the hon. member 
for Oxley i" on the land at Bowen. That 
J.rovee that your argument is rotten. 

Mr. MORGAN: One ,,wallow does not 
rnah:c a sununer. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
tin1c had expired. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bre11u r): Th0 remarks 
of tlw hon. member for JV1urilla gave the 
whole siJO\V a'' lLY so far a::, barracking for 
freehold was concerned. He was sorry the 
hon. member did giye the show away, because 
he (Mr. C'Joper) was a little bit -.,-ith him 
in the matter of freehold. He \Yantod to 
know _why h9 should be forced to part with 
any httle b1t of freehold or anv inter"st 
in freehold that he had. As a rt'o.ident tax­
payer and citizen of this State he Wcts interes­
ted in the land that belong to them. He 
wanted the hon. member for Mtn·illa to 
remember that ho was a freoholdBr with him 
(~,fr. Cooper) and a large number of other 
people, in the land of the State v. hich had 11ot 
a]~'f·ady been alienated. \Vhy should they 
acJ.'natc the lands of the S+B.te and allow anY­
body else to take away the land that th~v 
absolut-ely owned 9 It was their land. ancl 
he thought they should keep it. Thov shonld 
do what other big la-ndowners did~J{,t it out 
to the people who wanted to hire it from 
them. He did not see why they should be 
forced to part with the control of fr,:ehold 
for themselves as a State. If it was ITOod 
for the inclividual to have freehold f~nd, 
how much bett.-,r was it for the State to have 
freehold land? The people of thB State, as 
a body, gave the increased value to the land. 
and for that very reason they should hold 
on to it, so that it might be theirs and so 
that any increase should come to them. From 
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time immemDrial, "The earth was the Lord's 
and the fulness thereof." The' wore the 
lords; they were tho masters of the situation. 
They owned the land, therefore let them 
l1avc all that wa;:; f'omiurr to thcn1. Of cour."C', 
that \vas a selfish arg7lment. This Inatter 
could be looked at from two aspects. One 
was tlw selfi:•h aspcd, and the other th·O 
aspect of the general prosperity of the State. 
Hon. members opposite believed in private 
gain and in profit, and belie;-ed that they 
should take every opportunity of turning 
thing-s to their O\Yn advantage. It \Vas quite 
natucral for them to barrack for the freehold 
of land. l\'ot that they could get an,- more 
from the land~becansc whether land was hold 
under freehold or under leasehold tenure, 
it did not make that land one bit more 
productive~but they wanted freehold because 
it ·would give thcn1 something to jugglo with­
something to play with~somc·thin~ to barter 
with~,ornething to buy and sell. Their whole 
life was bound up in buying and selling, in 
buying the good things for themsel.-e · and 
selling what they did not rc-quin•. For that 

reason, they should hold strrctly 
[4 [J.m.] to their polic·y of leasehold. 

There were other aspects of the 
leasehold question that must he considered. 
There had beeu no polic·y which had enabled 
settlement to take place so quickly as the 
leasehold policy. HB \Yould rPmind the. h?n. 
nwmber for lHurilla, who talked about dnvmg 
tJL oplo into the cities. tha.t there ~~vern 
7,000,000 peopl-e in London, and millions of 
people in New York, Cincinnati. and other 
American cities. Berlin had a big popula, 
tion, and other big citif on the Continent 
had bc<>n built up by the forcing of people 
into the cities, bccau'e there was no land 
a;-ai\abh for them. vVhv v.-as there no land 
available for them' It ,;-as because the free­
hold land was held b:v people who ould 
not part with it. 

Mr. MoRGAX: \Vhv is it that we are driv­
ing thorn int-o the cities? 

}fr. F. A. COOPER: Thcv wore not driv, 
ing them into the cities as f~st as they were 
in the othe-r parts of the Commonwealth, 
,,-here there "1s no leasehold. The hon. 
1nen1her was driven off the land in Victoria, 
and could not get- a footing in his own citv 
of Melbourne. and he had to come to Queens, 
land. here he could get leasehold and make 
a good living. -· 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is not true. I had 
1.5:'0 acrr, of land when I lived in Victoria. 
I sold it when I came here. 

:Yir. F. ,\. COOPER: He apologise-d to the 
hon. membor for ha.-ing misrepresented hie 
position. How much better off was the hon. 
mcmbc'r in a Stat-e like this than in the State 
where he ha.d freehold? He wished to draw 
the attention of those who "- ·ro talking about 
the co•ct of r-d-1ling peopk on the lrrnd to the 
remarks Sir Joscph Cook made in Sydney 
the other dav. when he said that it ,-;ao 
costing up to, £3.200 to settle one soldi-or on 
the land in the Southern States. It was not 
costing that amount in Queensland. for the 
re-ason that there were no iuitial expcn 7-(~S in 
the matter of purchasing land. 

::\Ir. n1oRG.\N: Look what thnv have rhne 
for the sol-diers in Victoria ! Go to Mildura 
and seo for yourself. 

}fr. F. A. COOPER: He had been over 
there. He had li\·ed in Victoria, and he 
had been driven out, like the hon. member 
for }1 urilla; but he did not defame the 
State he came to, like the hon. member. 

Mr. F. A. Cooper.] 
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Mr. MORGAK: I do not. [ would like to 
sec Qu·ecnslancl 11rospor. I would like to see 
thousands of Victoria.ns < on1ing here like 
they did in 1908. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: He knew two men 
in Ipsvvich who wanted to go into business. 
Thw" each had £1,000, but. held different 
viev::s. One man said, " I am going to use 
my £1,000 to stock up a shop which I <·ln 
rent, and start business at the fir,t oppor­
tunity," and the other man said. " 1 am 
going to buy my own shop, and then stock 
up afterwards." The man \vho had th" 
£1,000 and rent-ed a shop, and stocked his 
shop with £800 v orth of goods holding 
£200 in hand, was to-day a fairly wealthy 
n1an, while the other man vvas slaving at his 
trade to save tho £3,000 required for th. 
freehold of the shop, so that the landlord 
woulzl not be ablo to push him out on his 
"nut." 

Mr. MORGAN: That applies to r.cpurchased 
estates, under which thirty or forty yt:,ars 
are given for paym,nt of the purchase money. 
They do not ,yant any moro rnoncy to n1ako 
a start there than under the leasehold syst-em. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: He was dealing· 
with tho possibility of tho man who had a 
little capital going 011 a loas0hold, and 
expending the bulk of his capital in <tacking 
up and getting an immediate return. The 
mere holding of t-he deed cJulcl not malv 
land more productive; the land was only 
worth what it would produce, and that W<'S 

w·hat land should be for-for pro-duction and 
not for speculation, as hon. members opposite 
d ·sired. The groat decire of those hon. 
member,; was to have land so that t-hey might 
traffic in it. What they needed to cut out 
abovo all things v·as tmfficking in land. By 
the perpetual lease system the Labour Go­
vernment wero making land productive by 
putting it to the very best use and getting 
as many people on it as possible. 

Mr. FORDE (Ilocklwmpton) : After listen­
ing to ban. members opposite, it appeared to 
him that they either had not a good knovr­
ledgo of the subject on which they had been 
speaking or ,yero endeavouring to n1islcad 
the people of Queensland. The hon. member 
for Murilla blamed the present Government 
for not treating the soldiers properly. 

Mr. MORG.\N: I never mention,d t·he sol­
diers. 

Mr . .FORDE: Perhaps he was wrong-the 
hen. member for Burnelt did. That hon. 
member definitelY said that tho Government 
were not doing a fair thing bv the soldiers. 
He would quote what the leader of the 
Nat-ionalist party said in regard to the 
Government's treatment of returne-d soldiers-

" As everyono kne\{, he was not a sup­
porter of t.ho present Government, but he 
would sa'- without fear of contradiction 
that t.hcr"e was no Government in Aus­
tralia which had treated the soldiers more 
fairly than the pr :sent Queensland Go­
vernment. He would ·a:.- again that the 
Labour Government of Queensland had 
treatPd the soldiers fairer and squarer 
than any other Government in Australia." 

The hon. member for 'Windsor, when giving 
evidence at an inquiry by a committee into 
the question of erecting canning works at 
Beerburrum, said in reply to Mr. Ashton-

" I think that to sit down and listen 
to :Mr. Ash ton's remarks on the present 
Government, without replying, I would 
be a coward and would be ashamed of 

fi1.1r. P.A. Coopu. 

n1yself . ... rrhe Governn1ent has pro­
vided for the welfare of the men here, 
and has given them all the ,assistance in 
their po\ver.'' 

He thoug-ht the hon. member for J\1 urilla 
rea1lv <'n.~lorsed t-he otatcment of the leader 
of the Nationalist party. 

J\h. J\1oRGA:>r: 1\ot at all! I disagree with 
hi,, rcn1arks. 

l\lr. FORDE: He believed in f(iving credit 
whcro credit was due, and he thought that 
the Governn1cnt ,~,ere do1ng more for re­
turned soldiers than t11l ~, other Government 
lu Au::-tralia. 'IhcT,~ hacf' heard a great deal 
from the hon. men1ber for Murilla about tho 
lNtsehoid •vstfm being no good for the men 
on the lan:d, and of rnon being driven into 
the cities because of tho dreadful leasehold 
tenm·e. Ho would quoto from th' " Pro­
ducers' Ro•·iew " of lOt-h March, 1921, which 
styled ihclf " The Official Organ of the 
Queensland Farmers' 'C nion and the U mted 
Calle Grow·ers' Association." vVould the hon. 
1ncn1b·: r for l\1urilla repudiate the Quc•cnsland 
Fanners' (;nion? ~a! The hnn. 1nen1ber 
for Pittsworth wa, also listening to him. 

2\Ir. MoRGAN : I certainly repudiate that 
paper, because it is a Labour paper. 

l\Ir. FORDE: Hon. members opposite knew 
that the " Producers' Review" "as the offi­
cial organ of the Farmers' Union and the 
United Cane Growers' Association, and they 
know that the hon. member for l\1m·illa had 
to too the mark when the whip was cracked 
in CC\ucus, and he probably would be called 
to account for criticising the " Producers' 
Review." This was what tho " Producers' 
Review'' said-

" There was never, in the history of 
the Commonwealth, a moro reckle'·sly 
mmmnd policy than that of ~elling the 
Crown lands. The pohm- still has Its 
supporters, but the bulk of the people, 
we believe, both :"J ationalist and Labour 
alike, are opposed to i~ as a rneans of 
enabling chronically unlinancial Govern­
ments to raise revenue." 

Further on it said-
" The system (perpctuallea,e) appea~ed 

strongly to the Labour party, whreh 
made it a plank of its platform, opposed 
by politicians who thought more of get­
ting revenue than of the future of the 
State, and opposed by those who did not 
stop to think what it meant, but decided 
that, as it emanated through the Labour 
party, it must be 'rotten.'" 

That was the case wirh tho hon. member for 
:Wurilla. Because the leasehold system had 
emanatt'd from the Labour party he could 
.see no good in it; he could not rise a?ove 
pett'' party politics. That article was wrrtten 
clearly on behalf of the small landholder, 
and not on behalf of the land jobber or the 
land shark. The " Producers' Review" 
went on-

" The svstPm his its disadvantages. It 
deprives tho State of a revenue that it 
used to get by selling land; but that is 
likely to appeal to the poli tieian more 
than to the small landowner. 

"At first there was another serious diffi­
culty, vvhich. however, can be overcome~ 
It was that banks did not like advancing 
money against perpetual leases, because 
their value as security had not been 
established. The leasel~old, however, is 
now accepted as security, so that :r:eed 
no longer be regarded as a serwus 
harrier." 
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" The perpetual lease system,. on the 
other hand has very great adYantagos,. 
not the le~st of which is its security 
from heavy land tax. The land is held 
for all tin;e by the State, but the occu· 
pier has practically an unlimi•r.d tenure, 
and pays a rental which may be in­
cr<o2sed periodically as the land becomes 
more available bv reason of to·.lnships 
or railwaYs. Thtis the State alv. a vs has 
a steady incon1e from rentals. and, u above 
all, it reserves to the people the unearned 
increment or tho profit that belongs to 
the people, and which has been gained, 
not bv the landowner, but by the whole 
comm.unity. The farmer bencfit3 in that 
he has not to spend his capital on pur­
chase monev, but can drvoie it to im­
provements, ... plant, and 1nachinery. The 
rental, especially for the first fifteep· 
·cears, is very small, and the land IS 

exempt from the land tax. So long as 
the rent is paid regularly the farmer is 
iust as securo as if ho owned the land; 
~n fact he is more S":'Cure, bec1use he 
cannot be crushed out by a lan<Hobber. 
He has the right of appeal against the 
renta1, and can transfe::·, mortgage, or 
sublet with the approval of the Mini .ter. 

"I~ractically every great political 
economist in the Conimonwenlth now 
admits that perpetual lea·-.e,- as a national 
policy, ,·ould have boon the idNI one for 
land ~c'tlement if it had been adopted 
in the early days. Had that police' been 
pursued a hundred years ago, Australia 
>vould now be the lightest-taxed nation 
in the world, because of the great 
revenuH that would be received for city 
and town lands and for lands along rail­
ways, instead of which the unearned in­
crement has been won by private people, 
and not by the first purchasers, but by 
speculators. In 1916 the :'\ ational party 
in Parliament n1ade a greFLt outcry 
a;:~tinst tho system, declaring that it 
rncant ruination, and threatening to wipe 
it out as soon 'as that party ''as returned 
to power. But perpetual lease is here 
to stay, at least as an optional tenure. 
J\'o party that had a scrap of interest in 
li!e futuw welfare of the < ountrv \Yould 
dream of abolishing the system entirely; 
in fact, the most they threaten now is 
to make leasehold an optional tenure. 
By doing that it would give the selector 
hie option to take up leasehold or free­
hold ,as he wislJed; but it would load to 
confusion which SLlbseqnent legislators 
·would have good reason to curse, and 
which the people of a century hence 
would ha vo better reason to condemn 
as against the best interest of the 
country." 

Just the same as in even· other reform. A 
majority of the poople recognised that the 
Labour part;:'s. reforms were good, and hon. 
members opposite dared not turn them down 
after they had been enacted. Continuing, 
the article said-

,, Unearned increment is the curse of 
civilisation in the older countries, and 
farsighted politicians ought to do what­
ever is possible to block its introduction 
into Australia. It can be blocked (ex­
eept.ing for the errors of the past) ?Y 
leasehold in land tenure, and that pnn­
ciple may yet become the principal 
tenure throughout the Commonwealth. It 
is the one thing that will block unscrupu­
lous Governments in need of money from 

(']ling the people's asset 111 a reckless 
manner, and it is the one thing that 
will effectively block the bottling up 
of land for purely speculative purposes." 

That'" 's a verv fine article. He had not met 
the ecELn· o: the '' Produccri'' Review," but 
he rnust be a YCl'Y intcllige11t man. At any 
ra(o he hud tho courage of his convictions, 
and ~'as sufficiently big to rise above the r0alms 
of party politics and to publish a statesm":n· 
like explawltion of such an important p1:m· 
tiplc. I-Io \VQS Yery sound on economr~s,. 
and he (Mr. Fordc) hoped the party opposite 
\' ou]d give hin1 an incrc1sc in salary, because 
he vas doing very good work. ·with regard 
to perpetual le"lses and leaseholds generally, 
une ,,;oultl think that thev had not boon tned 
in Queensland, or that they had been tried 
nnd had proved a, failure. Hon. membe!s 
opposite forgot that for many years m 
Queensland many of the big pastoral holdings 
had been held nndcr the leasehold system, 
and the men "·ho held those leasehold pro­
pei·ties had made a good deal of money out 
of them. It was the men who got in Parlia­
ment and who came from the old Nationalist 
t<trty, and who were really not Country 
party reprl:--cntatives at all, who got up on 
behalf of the land-jobber or the lanJ shark 
and wanted to do away with leaseholds in 
order to give the land speculators a "fair 
go." The lnrgest area that could be acqmred 
b:c any one por,on under the perpetual 
lease s~~sten'l \vas 2,560 acres. IIe had gone 
into the que,(ion of perpetual leasu, and 
from hi;; study of the snbject, ho thought 
it had come to stay. It was a good system. 
He found that land was available for selec­
tion in Queensland under the following 
n1odcs and cla-:.scs-

" ~~griruitural :;der tion-i.c., perpetuAl 
lease selections. 

"Grazing s:.:lcctions~~i.c., grazing home­
,,teads and grazing farms. 

"P0rpetnal lease, prickly-pear selec-
tions." 

Let them IT lance -at the po,ition of a selector 
of n porp~tual lease selection. His yearly 
rent for the fir.,t fifteen vcars of the term 
would amount to the very- mo-dest sum of 1;!; 
per cent. of tho capital value. A rcasseb;ment 
,,,·ery fifteen years would be made by an 
independent Land Court, and such court 
would not be -able to increase the rent where 
such increase was attributable to improve­
ments mad<> bv the lessee. vVhen a selector 
fenced or ot!{crwise improved his land, at< 
requir~d bv the statutP, he became entitled 
to his lease, which was in perpetuity. 
Scwral High Court judges had stated that 
perpetual leasehold was equivalent to a free· 
hold tenure. The perpetual lease system was 
the best, for the following reasons:-

(a) A much smaller rent was paid; 
(b) A much speedier achievement of 

his best tenure : 
(c) None of his capital was required 

to be used save in improvements; 
(1) It made for bona fide settlement, 

and it cut Dut the land-jobber." 
Freehold thcv were told. was a gTant of 
land ie•.~cd tc> a man and his hei re; and 
assigns-that was, thB Crown hadyarted wit-h 
its 0v.;~nership, so long as the clxL!n of owners 
lasted. ::\Tow, was not that premscly what a 
perpetual lease \vas? A perpetual loa Re was 
a grant by the Cro>yn for all time ~o a n~an and 
his successors in title. If a man s desire waE< 
to have an area of land to himself on which 

Jfr. Porde.] 
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to earn an honest living and bring up a 
family, he would more readily obtain his object 
under the perpetual lease sy·tem. He would 
give a concrete case of each mode of tenure. 
A had a perpetual lease selection of a capital 
value of £100. He paid his first year's rent, 
arr~ounting to £1 10.,., got his lieerne to 
Dccupy, and fenced or othcnviso in1proved 
the holding. That could b0 done within six 
months of the d1tc he applied for the land. 
Consider the selector of an agricultural 
farrn ! B selected under ugricultural farrH 
condition"'. a nortion si1nilar to A. with t: 

purchasing price of £100. His annual rent 
amountC'd to 1/40th of the price or, in this 
instan-ce} £2 10~. per annunl, as against £1 
10s. that A was paying. Like A. he could 
gl't his lease as soon <es he had fenced Ius 
land. but with thio important difference: A's 
perpetual lease was to all intentc, and pu:·­
po::e"' !1 fre{'hold title. B's lease of his '-<gri­
{'Ultural fann vvas for twentv vears. For five 
0·ears he must pay £2 10s. ·per annum rent, 
and then, on the payment of a further £62 
18s. 2d. and the neceseary fees, he would get 
his d0cd of grant in fee-simple. Should he let 
his lease run out, which a good number of 
selectors had done, he would pay an annual 
rent of £2 10s. during the whole term, and 
twcl ve mr nths later he must pay £50, or bE> 
in danger of losing all his payments. A had 
by far the better bargain of the two, because 
he never touched his capital, save to improve 
his holding; whereas B must need to dip 
fairly heavily into his punoe beiDre he conld 
grt his t1tlo. A's rent 1vas insignificant in 
comparison with B's. B's rent would really 
be heavier in proportion to A's than the 
illustration just given showed, because A 
paid on the capital value of the land, where­
as B paid 2~ p<'r cent. on the purchasing 
price, "·hich mually was fixed at a higher 
rate than the ~apital value. The genuine 
farmer~that wae the man who wanted to 
make his homo and living on the land-did 
not mind o:cupying the land which he leased. 
The porpeual lease tenure \vas o0noxious to 
the speculator in land. and also to members 
opposite, who were not boua frde rep re, cn­
tatives of the struggling selectors. The per­
petual lease provided occupation conditiono. 
That interfered with the business of the specu­
lator. The Labour party did not profess to 
legislate in favour of speculators of land. 
The natural enemy to the genuine farmer 
was the land specula tor. The I and specula­
tore> fastened thmnsch·es on to the so-called 
Country party, nnd in manv cases got into 
Parliament on its back. HeLce it was no 
wonder that the "Producers' Revie\Y '' said 
of the Country party~ 

"Tho Country party in Queensland js 
not independent, but it is controlled and 
led by ex-XatiDnaliets, and the organisa­
tion is controlled bv men who recent]v 
fought tooth and na{l to link up with the 
::-:1 ationalists. They even fought ! he last 
Federal election as a Nationalist-con­
trollcd committee. That the funds which 
supported the Country party in Queens­
land at the last State elections alsn sup­
ported the Nationalist>'." 

The so-called Country part:. ha·d a lawyer as 
a leader. The pre·oent leader was the hon. 
member for Dalby, who was formerly leader 
of the K ationalist party. The leader in the 
Federal sphere is a respectable doctor. The 
Country party also included the hon. m('m­
bcr for 1\Turilla, who for years was a member 
nf the Nationalist partv, the hon. member 
fo,· Burnctt, and other hon. members, all of 

[Jfr. Fm·dr>.. 

whom emanated from the Nationalist party. 
He was rcmimled by the Secretary for Rail­
way'; that the two parties hold a combined 
meeting that morning~aye, a combined 
caucus. TheY would not tell that to the 
farmers in J{cppel, or Lockyer, or Murilla. 
Hon. members opposite did not like the facts 
he gave them; but they were facts all the 
·.satnc, and the electors c; Quc\.:>nsland ,.,·otdrl 
endorse the perpetual k~sc system on the 
next occa~ion by returning the Labour party 
to powr·r. 

Mr. \VARREN (Jh·rru. ha): He con­
grahdatPd the ·hon. rnen1bC'r for Rockhan1p­
tou oa hi" able :,;Jcech, C~lthough the hon. 
momhrr got quite out of his depth. 
(L>Cmghtrr.) The freehold was an important 
thing- fro;n t}.e Country part:. 's point of yjc,v. 
TheY ho<•.rd a lot abDut "a million hrms 
for ·a rnillion farmers l " That \\as a big 
proposition, and hn \vas ~orr~' the Govern­
lTIPnt did not respond by hPlr1inp: t·hcsc 'leople 
who took such a k0en intorc,t in th: Shtr. 
SDmething must be done to fill the wast: 
space, in Quppnsland. One of the i'(rcat ques­
tions was land settlement. There was an 
ir11ncns0 arriolult of land-jobbing golng on 
in the State which should bo topped. H" 
h0lieYPrl in bona fiJo ":rttlcn1cnt. hut he 
thouc ht the land was bring over-capitaJi, ed. 
Hon. m em hers opposite talkNl about going in 
for perpctuol lease, yet a comidorable num­
bc;- of members of the Government party 
had taken up freehold in his 0lectoratc. Hl' 
did not blame them for doing that, bccau,·e 
it showed tLat they aclonted a or1.ne polio:-' 
in purchaeing the land rig-ht out. He 
beliov0d there was onlv Dne nwmber on the 
Gm·ernment side who, took np land under 
perpdnal lea;e, and he had g·ot a bnr,den 
round his neck which he would haYe liked 
to turn into freehold. The pcrpe1aal le tee 
had been proved to be a complete failure. 
Not on1;v \Yas it a failure. hut it \vas nnat­
tn-'~-ctive. It ·was a fallarv to 5'·lV t1 1t a 
pf'rpctuai len~c '"~as chc•ap.' It ~.va's jnst as 
cheap to take U]l land under t!JP freehold 
prin{'ip1o. It lVas ('[l'·ior for n nVlil tn hP 
fine need v·'-r· n he held the freehold. Y\'h"" 
a n1.an y,-as gan1c to .!Yo on the hnd, nnd \<"8:1 
prepared to bur:-' himself in th·' bush. lee 
should receiYc E'YCr_y cncOlHap:cmc·nt. and it 
vvonld be bette,· to givr• him a freehold in 
preference tc a pcrp' tual lcaec•, 

At 4 30 p.m., 

The CH.\IRMAN said: Unclcr the pro­
Yisiun' of P,'tanding Order No. 306 and of the 
:·)r ~ sional Order agrecd to bv thP IIonsc on 
14th instant, I will now l0a ,;o the chair and 
make m7 report to tho House. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR>! AN report• rJ progrc,s. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for a later hour of the 
sitting·. 

QUESTIONS. 

~IA~l:FACTURE A~D SALE OF :Yl!LL GROCERY 
SUGARS. 

Mr. SWAYKE (Jlirani) asl.ed the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock~ 

" l. H :s he taken steps to carry into 
eiTect the following resolution pa;sed by 
this House on 1st Septcmbo- last:~ 

That, as it is necessary that there be 
brought into operation rr'!eans for reduce 
ing the cost of production and distribu­
tion and facilitating the transmis,ion 
of our products from the producer to 
the consumer, it is desirable that the 
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Government of Queensland D'k the co­
oporJtion of the Commonwealth in the 
appointment of a Royal Commission 
for the purpose of taking evidence and 
reporting as to the prospects of suc­
cess in the placing of mill grocery 
sugar' chrectly in the hands of the 
retailers'! 
"2. If ,o, what are they? 
"3. vVould not the Contra! Cane Prices 

Board, either with its present personnel 
or with additions thereto, if clothed with 
the powers of a Royal Co1nn1ission, be a 
suitable bo-dy to carry out the duties 
laid .do\nl in the resolution?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
CHon. W. K. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. During the past year the 
Gov~rntuent ha vc obtained reports and 
opinions from a nun1L ,r of f:Ug~r experts 
whom it was thought "·ere competent to 
advise on the matter of rr1anufacturing 
and marketing of mill whites. It is 
expoctc cl that the Government will be 
able to further consider this important 
question after the se~sion ends." 

AGRF.E;\IENT FOR MAxAGE~IExT OF GovERN~IENT 
B.\NKING AND LOAN BUSINESS. 

}'fr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. Has any agreement, oral or other­
'Vise, been entered into with the Com­
monwe:dth Bank of Australia to hand 
o, er to th<tt intitution the general bank­
ing bu"ine,s of the State in Au,tralia, 
London, and abroad, including· the fio­
tation of State loam; and the payment 
of interc t thereon, aucl the r<epayment 
of principal in accordance with clause 
19 of the schedule to the Commonv e2lth 
Bank J.gr£>Pl.nent Hatification and Stato 
Ad nmccs Act of 1920 ? 

" 2. If so, is provi·-ion contained therein 
whProb~,- thA intcr<'st on the Queensland 
public. debt, payable in London, will be 
arr.l_.nry,·.1 throuah or hv the. arrencv o£ 
the- Co,;monwe~lth B,nk? n , 

"3. vVhat amounts. and on what elate 
is it nf'( c- 3 __ ry to mal{c intr-rc ·t payn1ent~ 
in London durinp.- the tv.rclvc 1nonths 
endinP" 31st December, 1921 '? 

" 4. \Yhat a1nount \Yas :· t credit of the 
State and available in London for such 
interc"'t paym• nts on the 30th J uno, 1921? 

" 5. Is it proposed to transmit rcmit­
tancfs direct from A1nerica or fron1 
Que: nsland \Yhcn rcquirc,J in this con­
nection? '' 

Tlw TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington) replied-

" l and 2. I would refer the hon. mem­
ber to the reports under thC' Gm·ernment 
Inscribed Stock Act of 1920 and the 
Queensland Stock Inscription Act of 
18C3, which have rccentlv been laid on 
the table of the Hou,e. "' 

"3.-
lst .January, 1921 
1st February, 1921 
1,,t March, 1921 
ht .. \pril, 1921 
ht June, 1921 ... 
6th J nno, 1921 
l,t July, 1921 
1st A LJgust, 1921 
1st October, 1921 
lst December, 1921 

£ s. d. 
489,157 0 8 
93,468 15 0 
3,044 5 0 

421.398 0 0 
115,156 5 0 
16.118 19 4 

502,637 19 11 
93,468 15 0 

434,743 6 4 
115,156 5 0 

"4. The information is contained m 
the Auditor-General's Teport. 

"5. Yes." 

CATTLE DIP AT PRAIRIE, NORTHERN RAILWAY. 

2\l!:r. JO:"JES (llennedy) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. \Vhat was the cost of the erection 
of the cattle clip at Prairie, on the 
K orthcrn line? 

"2. vVhat number of stock have been 
dipped «t Prairie from its erection up 
to the 30th June, 1921 ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR ~\GRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn) repli<,d-

" 1. £1,024. 
" 2. 40,000 head of stock more or less. 

The loca.l people were asked and refused 
to build a dip for themselves. I would 
also remind the hon. n1ernbcr, a~ a new 
member in this House, that this dip is 
not in his electorate, and the member 
foe· the district is fullv alive to all the 
requi1·cm.ents.' 1 

u 

Mr. J ONES: It does not seem like it, any­
\\ay. 

Lo.\N ExPENDI1'URE, Irswicn RAILWAY 
WoRKSHOPS. 

:t~Ir. G. P. BARNES (lrm'u·ick) asked the 
Secrctar for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat amount of loan monev was 
expended upon or at tho Ipswich 'work­
shops during financial year ended 30th 
J UllP, 1921 1 

"2. \Yhat. were the chief items upon 
\vhich the a1nonnt \Vas expended'? 

" 3. vVhat amount W'IC expended ut the 
Ip.:n·.~ich \.Yorkshops from revenue during 
finar,cial y<,ar ended 30th J unc, 1921? 

" 4. ·what is the total avera.g'3 daily 
nun1brr of men emplojcd at the Ipswich 
;vorl;;-.,hops ?" · 

The SECRR'l'ARY FOR RAILW"\YS 
(l-Ion. J. Larrornbc, I{qJpcl) replied-

" 1. £4 7 5,000. 
"2. Construction of l1C\\ locornotivcs, 

crrrriag-cs. wagons, also installation of 
nel'." machinery anrl phnt. stores and 
n1atcrial n1anufactu1·c·d for f'tock, etc. 

"3. £425,788. The ayerao;e for the 
year 1920-1921 was 1,801 nwn in the ,, ark­
shops." 

CON\-~Rsro" oF TREASuRY BILLS INTO 
BONDS OR STOCK. 

:\Ir. ELPHINSTOJ\'E (Oxlcy) asked the 
TrC'asurel'-

" In the event of all holden of Trcct­
sury bills maturing in January next, 
«mounting to £1,124.750, agreeing to con­
vert them into bonds or stock c.n terms 
now being offered by the Treasurer, wh.,t 
will be the further annual drain on con,>Jli­
dtltccl rC\·enuf' taking into consideration 
both increased int0rest and the bonus. 
and upon the asi:urnption that they will 
he redeemed at 31st January, 1931 ?" 

The TREc\SURER (Hon. J. A. Fihclly, 
Paddington) replied-

" The simple arithmetic: I calculation 
should not be beyond the capacity of the 
hon. member, and to assist him I would 
direct attention to the fact that. owing 
to the business acumen displayed by the 
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Government in the negotiations for the 
transfer of the Savings Bank, £411,850 
of the Treasurv bills will be renewed 
for twentv-five ;,ears at un interest rate 
of 4~ per V cent. iJer annum." 

ExrEXDITVRE oN BowEx CoALFIELD RAILWAY. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE asked the Secretary 

for Railways-
" 1. ·what was the origina.! 0stimated 

cost of the Bowen Coalfield Railway? 
'' 2. \Vhat has been expended upon it 

to date? 
" 3. ·what further expenditure is it 

anticipated will be required to complete 
this railway?" 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Ileppcl) replied-

" 1. The original estimate in 1915 was 
£392,394. 

"2. £431,000. 
"3. £200.000. 

high.Pr cost of 
increase in the 
1915." 

Tho increase is due to 
labour and the great 
cost Df n1a tcrials since 

ASSISTAJ>iCE BY STATE GOVERN}IENT TO 
SETTLEIIIENT. 

SOLDIER 

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Yalley), 
notice, asked the Secretary for 
Lands-

without 
Public 

" So much having been said in regard 
to soldier settlement, will the Minister 
tell the House what this Government 
have done generally in regar·d to soldier 
settlmnont? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warr go) replied-

" The assistance rendered by the 
Queensland Governm~nt t.o soldier settle­
ment may be summarised thus-

1. Crown lands available as 
petual lease selections, town 
suburban lands as perpetual 
suburban lease,. 

per­
and 
and 

2. No deposit lodged with application. 
3. No rent or survey fee payable 

during first thr·ee years. 
4. Advances at £1 for £1 made up 

to £625-term of advance, forty years. 
During first seven years simple interest 
only charged; rate of interest 3~ per 
cent. first year, 4 per cent. second year, 
4~ per cent. third year, and 5 per cent. 
each succeeding year. Special advances 
for live stock, fruit trees, pineapple 
suckers, and banana suckers, £170; 
term of advance, ten years. Vehicles, 
harness, machinery, etc., £50; term of 
repayment, t·en years. Tools of trade, 
£10; term of ropa:fment, five years. 
Further advance at 15s. in the £1 up 
to £575; term of r payment, twenty­
five vears. Rate of interest, 5 per cent. 
Making total advances available £1,200. 

5. Twenty-six group sett.lements under 
the control of su pcrvisors and instruc­
tors have been established, while 
smaller areas in various districts have 
also been allotted to soldiers. Soldiers 
have also been assisted to purchase 
improved farms. 

6. The number of soldiers settled on 
the land is 4,611. 

7. 753,042 acres of Crown lands have 
been selected. 

8. 29,151 acres are available for 
selection. 

9. 27,761 acres are ·designed. buj, not 
ad\ ortised. 

10. 48,485 acres have been set aside 
for soldier settlement. 

11. 612 soldiers ha Ye been provided 
with homos in suburban areas. 

12. The total amount advanced and 
expended by the Queensland Govern­
ment in connection with land settle­
ment purposes and t·he purchase of 
homes is £2,556,453. 

13. Fertilisers to the extent of 
£12,000 have been granted to settlers. 

14. Maintenance to the extent of 
£17.793 has been paid to the set.tlen. 

15. Stores, shops, halls, and bourding­
houses have been erected and estab­
lished for the convenience and comfort 
of soldiers on group settlements . 

16. Training farms were established 
und factories erected for the treatment 
of soldiers' products. 

17. Road works and railwav const·ruc­
tion to make lands available "for soldier 
settlement have been carried out cost­
ing .£261,619. 

18. Rail \I ay concessions amounting 
to £251,463 have bc0n grante·d in con­
nection with war v, •Jrk and repatriation. 

19. Fifty-four widows have been 
granted Anzac cottages; rental, 1s. 6d. 
per week ; cost Df erection, £21,555 

20. 1,035 soldiers have been asoiskd 
through the Maime·d and vVou11ded Sol­
diers' Fund, the amount granted being 
£28,072. 

21. Furniture to the amount of 
£17,000 has been gifted to soldiers on 
the land." 

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 
LIGHT A'l' THURSDAY ISLAND. 

The TREAS"CRER: During the morning 
sitting the hon. member for Townsville 
rderred to the noed for a li!;"ht at Thursday 
Island, and I stated that the hon. member 
for Cook had already brought the mattPr 
under rnv notice. As the leader of tho 
C>ppositicJ;l did not appear to believe that 
tho hon. member for Cook had broUf;ht the 
matter under my notice, I said that I would 
lay tho cvrre<,pondence on the table, and I 
now do so. 

Papers laid on the table. 

PERSOKAL EXPLA~ATIOKS. 
Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curlis): I ask leave 

+o make a personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 

House tha.t the hon. member for Port Curtis 
be allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE lVIEliBERS : ih·u h C ll' ' 

1\.Ir. FLETCHER: The Secretary for 
Hailways, wher, speaking on the Railway 
E,ctimates (" Hansard," page 1516), quoted 
some cxtrocts from a speech ma.de by myself 
(" Hansard," page 1431). I wish to place ':m 
record that those extracts are wholly mis­
leading unless the full context of the speech 
is read. (GDvernment laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppel) : I desi.rc per­
mission to make a personal explanatwn. 
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The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
Honse that the Secretarv for Raiiwa··:,; be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE ·MEMBERS: Hear. hear' 
Tlw SPEAKER : I should likr to point 

cut to the hon. member for Port Curtis that 
hs statement was not in the nature of a 
personal explanation. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
desire to st>>te that I did not tear the remal'ks 
I qnotcd from the hon. member's speech 
from the context. I gave the qnotation as 
it appeared in the " Advance Proof" of 
,. Hansard," which was supplied to me by 
the Government Printer. 

Mr. FLETCHER: If you had read it right 
!hrough, you would h.we got a very different 
lrrtpression. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
had a complete copy of your speech. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTI:Y1ATES. 
1920-1921. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Excellency th<:; Deputy Governor of a 
mcs.sage transnuttmg the Suppl(•mentary 
Eshmat<lS, Revenue, Trust (:\'o. 2), and Loan, 
1920-1921. 

The Estimates were ordcm:d to be printed 
and the me·;sages to be referred to Committee 
of Supply. 

SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN ESTIMATES, 
1921-1922. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a mepsage from His Excdiency the DeputY 
Governor transmitting the Supplementary 
Estimates (Loan), 1921-1922. 

The Estimates were ordered to bo printed 
and referred to Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMP1'10N OF COliiMJTTEE-FJFTEE:'iTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jf·r. llirwan, Brio~bane, in the chair.) 
DEPART:VIENT oF Pc:BLIC LANDS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 
Question stated-

" That £60,509 bo granted for 'Lands 
Department-Chief Office.' " 

Mr. WARREN (Murrmnba) : He had said 
1,~ would willingly give the land to those 
"110 were rrepared to go out into the bus.h 
and combat the disadvantages of the country. 
That was JUSt exactly what the Government 
of Canada did under their great land settle­
n.H:_nt scheme. They surveyed the land in 
hvmg are~s and gave the freehold to the 
settlers, and no settlement in the world had 
been so rapid as t.hat of Canada. 

The SECRETARY FoR PcBLIC LA:-ms : How 
much settlement is going on there now? 

::\Ir. WARREN: It was going on there 
no\v) too. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : It is not. 
Mr. WARREN: Canada ha.d received 

millions of settler;, by that means, and per­
manent -ettlement at that; but the handicap 
uf Que0nsland to-day was not that they had 
not -good land or sufficient land or that the 
pear was taking possession of ~he State, but 
that they hnd a hide.bound land system. 
They had land within reasonable distance of 
the railwa_y2 that could be occupied success­
fully. There "\V ere people "\V ho v; ere crving 
out for land, and there were other pc.ople 
who should be on the land, and all t.hey had 

l.o do was to open it for selection und<:<r 
fr0chold tenure. lllnch had hocm said about 
soldier settlement, and he intended to deai 
a little with it. 

'I'h" SECRETARY FOR PrDLTC LAKDS: 1 intend 
i ("'t you shall not, until we get to the Loan 
1!.,-,nmatev. 

c\lr. W AH.REN : It was his intention to 
deal -with it at some time durin2: the C'on­
~idcrution of the Estimates. I-Ie had been 
l'sking- quo·'ions and had not g-ot an honest 
rc·ply. One hon. member opposite had qnoted 
Hw lo,der of the :\'ationali t party as saying 
!hat the GoYornmont were doing the rig-ht 
thing. He did not feel annoyed with tlw 
hon. member for \\'indsor for his statement. 
Lut he was speaking from the point of view 
of the citv man, and not from that of the 
man who 

0 

had toiled on the land or who 
understood the land. ·whilst. the hon. mem· 
ber's remarks ·were misleading, they were 
not meant to be so, bee a use no man had laid 
himself out more to advance the interosb 
d those w.ho had done something- for the 
cc.untry than that hon. member. The fact of 
the matter was that things were• very bad 
m the soldier settlement at Boorburrum, 
c·nd no attemp+ was made to combat them. 
They ha cl a deputation to the Secretary for 
Pnl~lic Lands only last week, one of whom 
made the statement that thoro were people 
on the sE·ttlement who were actually .short 
of food, ,,ncJ that there were children who 
had not sufficient clothing or sufficient food. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : And 
you believe it? 

Mr. vVARREN: He did. 
The SECP.ETARY FOR PuBLTC LA:'iDS: You 

<ire comuelling me t<:> make a statement 
about i\>'O men on that settlement that I 
wanted to aYoid making: but I will not allow 
,you to get that into "I-Iansard" 'vithout 
r(•plying. 

At 4.48 p.m., 
:Mr. F. A. COOPER, one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
iu the chair. 

Mr. W'AH.REN: If there was a man on 
that sl'ttl,ment who was not honest or who 
di.d not •-tand for an honest thing, he did 
not stand for him. He had token cases of 
actual want to the Minister. who was good 
cr.oug-h to rectifv the trouble. He did not 
say that among6t a lot of men like that 
they would not haYe any man who was not 
a satisfactory settler; but, when he asked 
the Minister certain questions, the hon. 
gentleman should have answered tlwm in 
a straightforward manner instead of getting 
round them, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : What 
were they? 

:!'v1r. W ARRE~: He asked him particu­
larly about the analvses of the soil at Beer· 
bnrrum· and C'oominva soldier settlements 
The analvees of the soil were distinctlv 
un:atisfa.ctory. 

0 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: How do 
you know that? 

:\lr. WARREN: He had seen the analyses. 
He want.ed to see whether the Minister would 
supply the analyses. Why was there any 
need to hide these things? The analysis o:" 
the sml proved that that land could not. 
produce two m·ops without exhausting the 
productivit.y of the land itself. That applied 
to a big proportion of the land. It would 
have been far hett·er for the Government to 
haYe taken some action whrn they knew 

Mr. W,u·ren.-: 
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these things after the Minist.Pr for Repatria­
tion had visited the Beerburrum settlement 
and found that fertilisers had not been put 
in. The income of the sett.Jcrs was very 
unsatisfactory. About £750,000 had been put 
into the settlement, and th' matter should 
have been gone into. The longer it wont on 
d10 worse it would be for the State. He 
did not sav now that the land would not 
be producti've, but the analysis was against 
it, and it was up to the Government to 
attend to those things. He had asked the 
2\linistor whether he was prepared to appoint 
a Royal Commission to invc tigate it. A 
rep_ort had be-en made by a gentleman who 
was ;J, supporter of the GO\·ornment. and, if 
that report· had been favourable to the bet'Jo­
.ment, it would have been published long ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFllLIC LA:-!DS : You 
asked th2 question, and you know all about it. 

J\lr. WARREN: Ho knew about it when 
the Minister for Repatriation came up, but 
he wanted to know whet·hcr the .iYiinister 
knew. 

The SECRETARY FOR PI:llLIC LANDS: I have 
never seen the report. 

Mr. W ARHEN: Ho wanted to know 
whether the hon. gentleman had taken the 
precaution to have thai soil analysc.d. The 
gre"t trouble wit.h the settlement was that 
the settlers were not growing the right things 
on the right land. l'robably oven now that 
land was good for one purpose and some of 
it good for another, and why in the name 
of goodness did th' dqJnt.mont not investi­
gate the n1ai tcr a11d ,'-,'0 exactly \vhero the:~~ 
stood 't The :vlinis".,,]r vcrsonally \Yas n~t_ to 
blame: it was the fault of the svstem. Had 
the scl.tlomcnt been handed over to the 
Department of Agriculture at the commence­
ment, he v;a q of the opinion that they \Vould 
have :;ot better result It was tune t.hrey 
got busy to so' whether it was going to be 
a paying proposition or oth; l'\Vi8(~. lie dill 
not kltow of one man on the settlement. whose 
return had been more than £300 in one year. 
Seltlcrs hJd to pay horse fo .. d. lKc; use 
horses could not 1-ixB therl' unlt~s·~ tht2v were 
fcJ all the hn1~. They had to prv>:id,~ 'rnoney 
for other rhi11g,, inclndlng; fcrt.ili~L:l ~- Their 
p::o . .::pH ts uf rnaking an ordi1wry anJ fair 
l ivjng out of the land \V ere yery poor, indeed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAxns: You 
arc a Jere111iah. 

Mr. \\ AlU{E:'-; : He wo:1ld sov1cr bo a 
J cremiah than a shuffior. 

The SECRETi.Rr FOR PnlLIC LAxvs: You 
arc both. 

:>Ir. vV ARREN : The hem. e· 'utloman. as 
h•,ad of the department, \Yas shufHing on the 
question. The hon. f'cnlleman knew perft'ctl:;­
"·ell that thingJ were not sailing smoot-hly, 
and he knew perfectly well that they were 
uot only robbing those men of the best years 
of their life, but they \Yore breaking their 
hoarts into the bargain. He had asked the 
Minister how many men had been on the 
settlem<mt, and the Minister had given a 
repl~· which \vas not a correct one-it v.~as an 
evasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: About 
the number of men on the ,, •ttlem•.nt? 

Mr. W ARHE"": Tlutt· '"a• all right. He 
had asked for the number of men who had 
left the settlement, and the answer given was 
not correct. 

The SEcReTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
correct; I ha v·e the official figures. 

[Mr. Warren. 

Mr. W ARHEN: The official figures were 
like the settlemont-unsatisfact.orv. Ho knew 
of forty people who had left the settlement, 
and the l\linist or had rcpliod that there were 
thirt.y. The·re was something wrong some­
wh1l'C'. \Vhy was there any need to hide the 
number of men who ha.d left that settlement? 
He was of the opinion that more than 100 
had left the sett-lement. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS : If they 
licten to your squealing, they will be all gone 
soon. 

Mr. WARREN: His silence would not 
benctit the men on that sottJ.ement. 
. The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAND~c You 

quote rn:,· answer, and see what is wrong 
wlt.h it. 

Mr. WAHUE~: Ho would do so. It was 
merely evasion. The settlement, properly and 
sympathetically managed, would be a success; 
but, by acting in that manner, they were not 
gomg to make it a succe·-e. His best wish 
v, .s for t·he adYancement of the t'3ttlemont, 
and it v ts no use keeping quiet on the 
matter. Ho had kept quiet on the matter 
until he was ashamed to do so any longer. 
It was only because ho was absolutely 
ashamed, and because he realised the urg .ncy 
for something being done, that. caused him to 
speak that aftemoon. Ho had asked the 
Minister-

" 1. vYill he gi,-o the anal:-.,- s of the 
I3eorburnun and Coon1i11ya soilc.;, Vi:·hick 
ho statod on Friday Ja,-t wore go<Jd? 

"2. 'Will he state !cm; manv men have 
left the Be<'l:burrun1 scttlcmcrlt? '' 

Th , :J.linistor replied--
,, 1. Particulars rcg~rding the quality 

of the ~oils on tbo Beerburrum and Coo­
rninyrt scttlernents can be pcrcsed b> the 
hon. mcm!wr at the Department of 
Public Lands. 

"2. AtJ ihc pro:- nt ·~in1c the~·c are 
thirty-one blocks on the Uecrburrum 
<;jettlCrncnt which haYo either been for­
feited or SLllTel don'd, tll·cuty of which 
ar._: now OlJCll for r, -seL, t!on. ·The reason 
invariably gi\-e:l by ettlers for the sur­
render of blocks is on acoo1·nt of ill­
hf'alth: forfoiture in the other cases 
1-<~ing dccjrled upon on account of the 
settler's neglect to cultin\tc hi.s block." 

Tho.:;c aJr\YPrs vvcrc an cva~ion of the ques­
tions he h~H1 utkec-1. FI:c quite D <:;reed 1Vith 

the right of the IUinist.er to for­
[5 r.m.] fci:, land wb~ro the soldier would 

not work it, bnt what he com­
phincd nLout was that the hon. gentleman's 
an.-:wt·rs were an evasion o£ his questions, The 
l\!lini~tcr v;as a:;kPd how many men had left 
t.J1e Beerburrum settlement. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Just to 
s::ttisfy your curiosit_y, haYe I to go and spend 
pounds and pounds in research into the 
rurrtter? 

1\lr. \VARRE::'-J: It mLJst be ,:onwthing like 
the! accounts at Beerburrurn, if the hon. 
gentlcnHtn would haye to ;;;pond pounds and 
potwds to answer his quE stinn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT!BLIC LANDS: The hon. 
member for =\1irani a·lkod me a qncst;on a 
ccuplc of days ago, and it ,, ould have cost 
£500 tQ get the information required. 

Mr. IVAHREN: This answer wonld not 
haye cost 5d., if the books were kept cor· 
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rectly. He had nevce ·,et asked for infor· 
mation which was going to run the country 
into expense. The hem. gc'1tlcman now 
admitted that the answer was not a corrcc·t 
answer to his question; he had admitted that 
h., would not go into it because of the 
L'-:penso. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA'IDS: I gave 
the information 1'hich the pLlblic require. 

At. 5.3 p.m., 

The CHAllDfAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. WARREN: He was speaking for the 
returned soldiers, and he was sure the~· 
wanted somethir;g more than that. A 
deputation from the Bcerburrum Settlement 
had waited upon him and empowered him, 
a the reprhentative of the district, to ask 
those qu' stions. He was anxious to sec tlw 
se-ttlement a succe.-s, but the present method 
was not rnaking it a success. I-le '"as an 
ex·soldier himself and a reprco.entativc of 
the ex-soldiers at the settlement, and he 
thought the hon. gentleman ought to have 
:1ns.wcr ~cl hi"- quC'stions as they appf arod on 
thl' bu.~iness paper. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
know very well that the questions, as they 

re put there, are not in the interests of the 
soldiers. 

:VIr. \VARREN: The questions were asked 
to promot, t!1e <access of tho settlement. The 
n1en ~?re gradually goidg a<;'\ay frorn thn 
settlement. He asked the ll.linister what was 
thl' avc•rage incorne of the rnen on the settlc­
nwnt from the start, and it would startle the 
CharuLcr if the hon. gcntlc1nan wcro to give 
u,n. answN. 'I'he rPason why he (o\Ir. \Yarren) 
had k0pt quiet about the 111:1tter ·was becanrt<' 
h0 '\as in hopes th ... t the nlCthod ~ at the 
scttlernc;~t vYould be altered and that tho 
f'Yil would be rectified; but on nearly every 
soldier sr'ltlemei1t .he lnd been on tho 
Govornrnent handled the llH?ll as if tht'Y wero 
goods and cbattf~ls, and unckr that , ..;tern 
thc,y \Vere> 11ot getting the best re··nlts. HP 
rccognif9rl tLat cYery settJ(_,Incnt of this 
dcs~riptioa would have its handi\::aps. but hr" 
beliPvcd that the !rouble lwd been increased 
b? bad n1anagen1ont. In n1any cn~L', the 
urcounts rendered to the JTI£'11 vverr wrong. 
I-ID took the account of a 1nan nanwd ~'Innro 
to the departrncnt. In the ordiuarv course 
of oYents that account should ha~·e boon 
rohrned to him, but it "·as returned to the 
rnan in th(' ~ame state a:-:; it '.Vas t:"'nt to hin1 
(:!\Ir. \VHrr•n). That was not a fair thing'. 
I-tc believed there was no ono n1orc able to 
alter things than the Mini,;ter, and. until an 
alteration was m de, the\" were fa·cod with 
tho prospects of disaster at Bcorbnrrum. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired, 

Mr. PF,TRIE (Tnom/)1{/): Although neither 
rt S(]uatter. a grazier. a selector, nor a farn1er, 
he had lis{-cnfJ1 \~·itb Yt:r." groat. interest to 
tho discn· ,ion_ Tt soonwd to him that the 
whole debatc had centred round the subject 
of leasehold versus freehold. It was a 
peculiar thine: that hon. members opposit" 
who adyoontcd leacr?hold tenure went in for 
freehold wh: n they themseh·es acquired 
prc:~'crt''· Ho did ,not blame then. but he 
wanted hon. m em hers to be consi9tont. In 
Kc'W Zealand, which was often quoted as ap 
example in lcgic,Jation, they had the per­
petual leasehold tenure for many years, but 

they had gone back to the freehold tenure. 
The man on the land had a lot of difficultic·, 
tu contend with, and he had not b<l"n treated 
as he ought to have been by former Govern­
ments-let alone by the present Government, 
wl1ich had increased income and land tax, 
and raised rents by repudiatm'.V legislation. 
'Vas there any wonder that there wore not 
ruany people anxious to go on the land? To 
show how some of the men on the land 
suffered, he would quote a poem which would 
b~ interesting to those who were seeking to 
make their fortunes on t.hc land in Queens­
land-

" THE SQUATTER. 

" ' THE GOOSE THAT LAID THE GOLDEN EGG.' 

" ' Go on the land they said,' and pulled 
my leg, 

' For I'm the goose that laid the Golden 
Egg.' 

Some 'oars ago I leased ·a block of land, 
And at the grazing game I took a hand; 
For vears I fought the dingoes and the 

drought, 
And I was all but down and counted out. 
"My luck was out, hut still I b tttled on, 
Until my cash was absolutely gone. 
Then fortune changed, and I'd a decent 

year, 
And so I faced the world without a fear. 

I thought the Kclly gang was dr ad and 

go:'o, d h · · · 1· · But still I fin t ou sp1nts 1 vmg on; 
The difference is, instead of Dan and 

::\ed, 
The GovDrnmcnt den1ands your cash in~ 

stead. 

Yes, by and by I got an a·-;·ful shock 
vVhen at my cottage door there came a 

knock; 
Fm standing on the step, vcas Theodore, 
And ou his face a plea-. 111!: ~·rnile he wore. 
A gun ho cocked and lnclled at my 

he".d; 
'Cheer up,' said he, 'bPclnse you'll soon 

he dead; 
Gnless you ant(' up your incon1e tax, 
Yot1'!! &'et it where the chicken got the 

axe. 
Against a gun I didn't look for lash, 
And so I handed out my ready cash. 

_\nothor knock, and there was Billy 
l-lughes, 

And when he drew a gun I got the blues; 
' Your cash,' said he; · 1 hear you're 

Jnaking btacks; 
So shell out quick and pay your income 

tax.' 
Said I, 'This double-banking's prE-tty 

hot, 
But Thcodore was first ~nd got the lot.' 
He took ,a steady ann and simply 

laughed, 
And so I went and raised an overdraft. 

Anotlwr knock, 'twas Billy Hughes once 
more, 

And I could tell that Bill was out for 
gon 

' Hand up,' said he, ' I'll drop you in 
''our tracks 

Unless you pay your vVar Time profits 
tax,' 

' How much?' said I; said Billy 'All 
you've got.' 

I sold my stock and Billy got the lot. 

.}Jr. Pet rie.] 
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A knock once more, and there was Theo­
dore, 

Who said 'The rent's too small; I vmnt 
some more.' 

I got my lease and showed it duly signed, 
And said I always thought a bond should 

bind. 
He shouted out-I '' ouldn't swear he 

svvore-
' It's just a scrap of paper, nothing 

more.' 
And ho raised his gun and added, ' Don't 

be rash.' 
And so I sold my home to raise the cash. 

I'm homek'·S ever since they raised the 
rent; 

I'm stony broke and haven't got a c"nt; 
Bnt still I laugh-they've touched my 

funny bone-
They skinned me first, and now they 

v<ant a loan. 
It's usclees now to come to me and beg­
They've killed the goose that laid the 

Golden Egg." (Laughter.) 
That man wa' to be pitied and sympathised 
with, and he hoped that, whatO\'Ol' the Go­
vernment did, they would at all events 
cndPuvDur to 1nake things as cwsy as pobSible 
f()]' the man on the land, so that, in-tead of 
baying .a nurnbcr of young men hanging 
round the citie;, they would take up land 
.and add to the wealth of the Pountr;·. 

Mr. J. H. .C. RORERTS (l'itt,n·orth): 
There had been a good deal said on the 
question of leasehold as against freehold, 
and there must be a good dual of common 
R<mso used in deciding whether leasehold or 
freehnl.d was the better tenure. In the 
"w"ery settled areas, such as they had on 
the Darling Downs, and in the areas with 
a bettel' rainfall, where all-round farming 
operations were carried out, ho said unhesi­
tatingly that freehold was preferable to 
lea.sehold. Leasehold might be all very well 
in the We'·t and in the drier districts, whore 
the land "as taken up in large areas. He 
did not for one moment say that the Govern­
rncnt \VerB acting wrongly in in~isting on the 
lec.sehol·d tenure in rogar·d to the larger 
grazing areas in the Charloville and other 
districts; but, when it. came to the closely 
settled areas, whore dairying, wheatgro\ving, 
and such things wore carried on, the Govern­
ment should reconsider their decision and 
grant freehold. 

T,he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 'What is 
tht1 object of that? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Because evmy 
man liked to have his frrchold. He liked 
to feel that the land "as his. Closer settle­
ment was carried out bY the Government in 
a slipshod way. The Mi.nister knew very Wf'll 
that there "ere large areas of land held 
close to railway lines-land eminently suit­
able for agriculture, dairying, and all-round 
farming-and yet the Government, when 
thev wanted to settle peonle on the land, 
settled them from 25 to 40 miles from the 
nearest railway line, and cxpectc·d them to 
make a mcccss of the business. 

ThB SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Arc those 
large areas? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Ye'. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Crown 

lands? 

~'Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They were not 
Crown lands. They were freeholds. The 
hon. gentlmnan, with a sort of sneer or scoff, 

~-~~ r. Petrie. 

said " Pooh " ! If the hon. gentleman 
anted to be a successful administrator in 

the Lands Department, he had to use corn­
n1on sen.':)c, Ono -...voukl naturally expect, 
'vhon it C:\i1l10 to a qucsbon of closer settle~ 
ment, that the land cioso to railway lines 
would be the first land to bo subdivided for 
closer s0ttlement purpo es. On the Downs 
they had, clou~ to Too-woomba, the Jon­
daryan Estate and then, further out to,rnrds 
Dalbv thoro' were thuu-ands of acrt''l of 
excell~nt agricultmal land within a mile of 
a ra:il 15 ay line. and nul\,;1 of it abutting on 
the railway line, and yet, ·when a 1nan 

antcd land, he "\Yas f=.'l!-t rnilc:-:: away from 
a raihcav. Ho asked the :\linistPr to consider 
th'' question of taking over thme lan:'ls. for 
closer sctt]einent purpo.":lcs. The :vinnster 
had all the poY;er he vvanted, and. :.urdy, it 
wa> better to see a man settled on land 
close to a railway lino than placed on land a 
long distanc,:~ from a raih\ay, where he 
would have to cart his produce long dis­
tances. 

The question of water supply was one that 
\Vas always irritating t1v settler. EYen on 
sornc of the soldier settl. mcnt:~ there~ \vas no 
proYi--;ion 1nadc lor ·water, and as the dcpa_rt­
ment dealt with a water supply for ,oldwr 
seHlcments, so also it dealt vv-ith other >ettlo­
ments. l\{en IYere :Ef"!ttlPd on land a long 
distance fro111 \Vater .and \vhcrc wat '1' \Yas 
difficult to obtain. and, surely, it ought to be 
the dutv of the Government, first of all, to 
test tho possibility of securing· water at a 
reasonable cost and see that that w.otor "''"' 
of such a nature as to be drinkable by stock 
a· well as bv the people. In man;· of the 
settlements they ;have had to go to· a depth 
of 400 or 500 feet for water, and when they 
got it it was salty. Whenever any little 
surface water was gone, the settlers had to 
ask peonle 10 or 12 miles away to allow them 
to use ~a certain waterhole at a particular 
place in order to keep their stock alive. In 
a drouo-ht those people were compelled to 
drive their stock 10 or 12 miles to water, gi,·c 
them a drink drive them home, and thA nt>x; 
dav drive them back for another drink. 
NO'thing killed stock quicker than hoping 
them continually on the road: and, if they 
were going to have progressive land settle­
ment it was the duty of the Go,~ernmont lo 
see that water was a vailablc before they 
allowed settlers to go on the land. For 
many years they could not look forward to 
railway construction being ea rried out to 
any great extent in connectio': with the 
closer land settlement scheme. Nev-erthele'"• 
he was of oninion that any future land settle~ 
ment should be taken into consideration in 
{'onjunction ·with railway construction, and 
it would be the dutv of the Government of 
the day to see that railway construction 
always preceded land settlement in future. 
Under the pre,ent conditions. thev had men 
settled on the land 30 a Lcl ..;o miles from a 
railway. Thev settled there with a distinct 
nndcrtuking t'hat a railway would be con~ 
dructed in the near future, and to-day those 
men find it impossible to make a liv-ing. 
l\;umberw of settlers were going- off the land 
because of t-he unsympathetic treatment 
mBted out by the pn ient and past Govcrr:­
ments. Tho land was not sc•ttled as 1t 
shoul·d be. and mnnv people rre struggling 
who should be doing woll if they had 
received proper treatment. The hon. member 
for Toowoon1ba. in advoc.ating leasehold as 
ag-ainst freehold, made the statement that 
thC> returnc'd soldiers on the leasehold system 
were paying L\: per cent. of the upset price 
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of the land. That C<'rtainly was not the case 
with the soldier settlement on Cecil Plains, 
because the men there were paying £2 10s. 
an aC'ro with all improven1ents on it, and 
th<J land was valued for rental purposes at 
from £2 10s. to £3 an arre. If they went 
to Ce•.:il Plains, they would find that the 
returned soldiers were paying from 2s. 6d. 
to 2s. 9d. per acre per annum for a 640-acre 
block. That was a great deal more than 14 
per n:mt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
hon. 1n01nber for Tooyvoomba was referring 
t0 Crown lands, and you are not. 

Mr. J. H. 0. ROBERTS: Th" returned 
, oldiers on Cc>cil Plains were paying a rent 
from £76 to £84 per annum for a 640-acre 
block. Thcv received £625 from the Common· 
·:: ealth, and 'out of that they received a paltry 
£175 to buy stock. It was e.bsol utcly ab'md 
"··) expect a sol·dier to buy mfficient stock for 
£175. There should be a more equitable rlis­
tribution of the money rm1de available for the 
returned soldier. The men at Oecil Plains were 
<lnxiou2l to go in for dair,:·ing and farming. 
'I'ho Minister knew the countrv as well as 
aLybody, and he knew tha.t it took a lot of 
horse-power to plough the b!ark soil on Oeci[ 
Plains. Yet he expected the soldiers to buv 
dairy 1CO"\VS, hor\3es, ;,nd other arnrnals tor 
£175! There was a man who had been on 
t!· '' Cecil Plains Estate for twPntv to twentv· 
llv0 ynrs, and he knew it frc{m one end 
to the other. He should ha ;·e bcnn selected 
.as supervisor and advi~or to the returned 
sol-dim·e. but the department said, " No, we 
••·ill give it to some other man." It was all 
right to give a returned soldier preference 
wherever it could be done, but it was a 
disastrous · tate of affairs when they decided 
o,l that cor;rse for the Cecil Plains Estate. 
The first svpervisor told the men that Oecil 
Plains was not suitable for agricultural pur­
roses, and ad;-ised them not to go in for 
agTiculture. That man was superseded by 
Ul-Jother Bupervisor \.Vho "\Vent round the e>;tate 
aud told them to grow crops. They found 
scme of thn men trying to grow barley on 
soil unfit for barley growing, and others 
"'ere tr·.-ing to grow wheat where barley 
should be grown, and other crops on soil 
l'L•uihblc for the purpose. Yet t.hey were 
IDld that the soldier settlement there would 
bo a sucress. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Is not 
th:• soldier settlement on Oecil Plains a 
snccess:: 

Mr. J. H. 0. ROBERTS: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Then 

yon do not know anything about it. 

l\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: When doctor' 
differed the patient died, and in this case 
the returned soldiers would go out. If the 
:Minister took the trouble to go to Occil 
Plains he would admit t.hat the settlement 
we:''\ not a success. Tho supervisor there 
purchased cattle at £32 a head. It was the 
idea of !he soldiers to go in for mixed farm· 
mg, but when the Government took the 
pr<>pert:, m"er the:;· allowed the then general 
manager of State st~ttions to purchase a lot 
of second-quality steers. About 900 to 1,000 
seoond-qualit)' steers were sent to Oecil 
Plains, and they were there somp time before 
they were disposed of. It would have been 
better to ha.ve purchased .dairy heifers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: V1e diJ 
not purchase the ,steers. Did you say we 
purchased the steers .for milking purposes? 
{Laughter.) 

Mr. J. H 0. ROBERTS: Ho anologieO'l 
to the Committee for tho Minister's ignur· 
'•llr<'. If thcv had mu·chased dairv heifers 
for the returiled soldiers, there would have 
hE .,n a dH1ncc of gettinp:- the1n at a roa.,on­
fl blc price. Unforiunatd~.~. the Govcrn1nen-c 
coulci not look v.head, ond the soldiers Df 
Cccil Plains were asked to pay from £12 
to £15 a head for their stock. In one ca,s o 
the supervisor paid £32 for a cow. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Are you 
smc of that? 

Mr. J. H. 0. ROBERTS: He was abso· 
lntcly certain of it. He could give the name 
of thP man "'ho sold the cow and the date 
of tlw sale. Yet the sDldicr was suppo;ecl 
tc1 purchase dair:- cattle and farm horses 
with a paltry £175. Th0y wore milking from 
seYen t-o nine COIYS each, and had no monev 
left to buy other stock. They might hav(; 
onp horse for a spring ea rt .f1.nd one other 
horse for the plough. and they might be able 
t'l tF-~? the two horses in a. singlL-fUlTO\V 
plough. The position ,.,.a.s ridiculous. In 

order that the Minister might be 
[5.30 p.m.] kept au fait \vith everything 

done on that 'ettlcment, he had 
askt'd the GDvornmont \Yhip. 'at the time 
he (:VIr. Roberts) went there, to arrange for 
t\' o Government members to accompany him; 
ancl. he wn:s informed tLcrc were not any 
members available. The extra.ordinary thing 
was that, when he v:as in Brisbane the fol· 
!owing week, he met two Government mem· 
bcrs who would have been pleased to make 
thRt trip-one of them particularly so. 
Tlwy had never been gi;-on the invitation by 
th0 Government ·whip. 

The 8EcRmARY FOR PuBLIC L.-."'DR: You 
made a dismal h.ilure of that expedition. 

Mr. J. H. 0. ROBERTS: Perhaps they 
had. It appeared to him that a gref1.t deal 
of good was going to accrue from it. He 
tru.sted it would not be very long before the 
lVlinister would see his way clear to accept 
an invitation. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLTC LANDS: I have 
been there. I manage the business at present, 
and go when I can. 

Mr. J. H. 0. ROBERTS: Surely a settle­
ment of that kind was deserving of a visit 
from the :Minister at least once every twel vo 
months. He did not think the hon. gentle­
man had been there in the last twelve months. 
With all their talk about the settlDment of 
their lancis, they were treating the returned 
soldiers in exactlv the samo way as settlers 
were treated year-s ago. It was quite unrea­
sonable to expect a man to go twenty-five 
or thirty miles from a railway line and make 
a success uf farming operations. So long as 
the present parh occupied the Treas~ry 
benches he trusted they would co-operate w1th 
members of other parties to bring about an 
effective and successful land settlement 
scheme. Land settlement was too big a 
question to play with. 'fhey had played 
with it long enough. It had been made a 
sort of football, first by one party and then 
by another. In the future they should treat 
these schemes with far greater seriousness 
than had been the case in the past. They 
should be able to evolve a "cheme to bring 
about a statP of prosperity for their settlers, 
no matte1· whether they occupied 100, 200, 
500, or 1,000 acres. Let them settle fir,.t the 
lands neancst to the railways. and let them 
considf•r the question of settlin[': the lands 
at a distance from the railways. They should 

1l1r. J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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not continue the present condition of drift. 
They did not realise tho responsibility they 
owed to tlH• men on the land, or the debt 
the State owed to those men. To-dav those 
men were producing the foodstuffs for Queens­
land and for Australia, and the prosperity 
of Australia was dependent absolutely upon 
the export of their primary products. Had 
it not been for the export of wool, butter, 
chePso, bacon, meat, and other prirnary pro­
duclo, the position of Queensland would have 
been infinitely worse than jt is. 

Mr. BmmNAN: There will be no popu!at'on 
to C0llSU1l1G it. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He advised the 
hon. gcntlf'man and his colleagues to go 
into the question of immigration. 

Mr. BRENNAN: \Vo are going into it. 

J\'lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They had never 
done anything which would lead him to think 
they believed in immigration. Although they 
belonged to different parties, there was no 
earthly reason why they should not all get­
together for the consideration of a b1g 
national question of this kind. He apJwaled 
to the Minister tD give the matter cDmidera­
tion in the very near future. 

::\lr. G. P. BARNES ( IT'mTick): Ile \Yould 
have preferred to pas- on to other matters, 
but the groat importance of the question 
dmnandcd b['ttcr consideration from the Com­
t,tittee than it pDssibly ,,-as likely to rec·eivc. 
Th>· Committee was indebted to the hm1. 
n1e1nbers for ~Iurilla, Burnett, and Pitt-3-
>vDrth for their advDcacv of land settlement. 
Had it not been for thc> firm stand taken 
by thoSG hem. members, the vo:e probably 
"·ould have gone throuch \+hen very little 
had be n said. rrhcr-:.~ "-ere Hlan•tY other 
men1l·ers on that side who ·were deeply in 
( ll'll\ .,t regarding land settle1ncnt, bu:, th(J,.,..J 
to \I'L•Jm be had referred had been deputed 
to place the position before the Chan1bcr. 
'l'hcy "'-"'" not realising fb they should that 
they '' _•re not rn:1king any he-,dway regard­
ing land settlcme,nt. For ~· C:tl , agriculture 
had been at a stand,,till. If thing . had sud­
cknly taken a turn for the better and agri­
('Ulture was -on the inerc 1sc, it was .-{Jinething 
for which thev should be thankful. He ·.nts 
inclindcd to think, hm:vevcr, th,,t no extra 
settlement had taken place. A, a result of 
the inducement Dffered b:v the better price, 
being rccei:ved, \cry much keener attention 
possib]y v" as being gi vcn to at: riculturc by 
thmll "·ho already hold land; but the saL 
of farming properticcJ '··as almoot rr thinx oi 
the past. ~\1on could scarcely be inclucecl to 
take up fresh country because of thu down­
right hard work attached to agriculture and 
dairying. He recollected the splendid de­
velDpnwnt which tDDk pi ace. c'"pecially dur­
ing the term of office of the latP HDn. J. 
T. Bell, and which continued for some veal'S 
afterw:nds. They knew the great liie there 
was in land settlement thc·1. Just no~,y thero 
was ;1o cvi.dence of anything being done. It 
appa.ded h1m to think that, in a great land 
hkc; Qucensl<;nd, instead of peDple gDing on 
~o the land, 1n n1any cases the; .. ,- were leaving 
1t. He had turned up the report fm· last 
year Df the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock. On page 2 of that report ho found 
that, whilst in 1915 there were 22,095 holders 
of land engaged in cultivation, in 1919 there 
were only 22, 126-an increase of but 31. 
Of course he did not knmv what m<Jvement 
took place last year, but the fact remained 
th";t Dnly about 3 per c<;nt, Df their popu­
latiOn were engaged m agriculture as 
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owner3 Df land. They could Dnly come to 
the conclu·.iDn that they had utterly failed 
in their ,aim to induce people to settle 
on the land. 'J'he facts and the figures 
were against them-they had done practi­
cally nothing for years. Surely the country 
should demand some explanation as to what 
was vvrong. So1nething \vas ·wrong, and 
there must be some explanntion. Of courec, 
living in the country- as he did, he was 
a ware that during rec8nt years an exodus 
of yDung life had taken place frDm tbB 
country. City life and its attractions had 
induced the young life of the cDtmtry to go 
to the citv. The movement had als-o fD!lowed 
the increase in wages which had taken place 
during recent years~he was not complaining 
that it had taken place. He had sat on 
his veranda and had a couple of yDung 
men at a. time-young, stwng, buDyant, 
country boys-coming to him and asking fm· 
references. Ho asked their names and fmmd 
they wPre fanners' sons. •• '\Vhy are you 
leaving?" he would ask, an(1 he would be 
told, " \Ve can d-o much better in the cit:. 
There is wmcthing better in prospcds there, 
a.nd farn1ing is uncf'rf-.1in." So they vvent 
to the city to ~o into the police force or 
i11e railways, or son1e other Government 
dcpa1·tn1(~nt, 01~ the tramways. One \vas 
ccmtinually writin,: out references iDr young 
felLws whD v. :mtod to. leavce the bnd in order 
to c:1gag\-; in city pur~uits. It all point~d 
to the tact that thev had to do sometbing· 
to make land settlement attractive. ND 
doubt tho cl:tcnnination of many youn~ nlf'Il 

tD leave the land was coincident with the 
taxation \vhid1 had been impo·:cd. He quos~ 
tioncd whether he was no: perfect];· right 
in cJying that, so far as his lmowledg;; Df the 
Do:·.ns wont. there was nDc a farm there 
~~"hich wns orth \Vithin 25 p r C0Dt. to 50 
per Cf'nt. cc what it \Vrts six or seven year:; 
ago. The bulk of the people ascribed ·the 
dovnnrard t0nd._:ncy to two thing.s-tho land 
tax :•nd the introduction of the pCl'Jlotual 
lcn~0. ITa was not r~gain;;;:t the perprtual 
lcasc•holcl bnur ~he thought it should be 
optional. If a man wanb'd a freehold. 
let him have it; if be \YJnted a perpeh!al 
lens0, Jet hjn1 ha vc it. In his district, at 
l\1aryyale. ~ome of the settlers hrrd converted 
their land into leasehold, whilst their ncigh­
bom·s abhmTcd the verv idea. L•'t them 
wid(,n the opportunities' and inducements, 
and alter the conditiDns und~~r which men 
might take up land. Certainly there was a 
need to -~~-ck so1ne \vay out of the grnove 
into which they had got. Ever,, thinkin:;; 
n1an ~hou]r] gi\·c earnest attention to the 
problem. The country mu.-i: be made attrac­
tive. \Vhen that distinguiJhed man, Lmd 
Northcliffe, lBft Australictn •,hares the othc1· 
day, his last mess ago was-

" Realise that earth-hunger has been 
the cause of ahnost ever:· \Var in histor5r. 
The only means of preventing ambitiDus 
men from gTasping your country is to 
rob them of the excuse by peopling your 
empty spaces." 

Nobody could say there was anything . ex­
tra.vag;ant in an utterance of that kmd. 
Queensland had the land, and it was Dnly to 
h' made valuable by Dccupation. Surely 
there was a call for the GDvcrnmcnt tD give 
carneQ,t and intense thought and action t.J 
bring abDut some system by which bnd 
settlement t ould be made practicable ! 
Whether it was due to the polky Df the 
Government that land settlement wa.s not 
taking place he did not know, but the fact 
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remained. \Vas the moment not ripe for the 
consideration of the quo'tion '? With the 
thought of immigTation from t~o old land-:­
with the efforts that wNe bemg made m 
various directions there to enlist the sym­
nuthies of the people in Auctralia-should 
thcv Hot devote their earne;,t efforts to pro­
viding opportunities for people from the 
a<q·i~ultural centres of the old land to come 
h~re and take up the land ''hi eh their own 
people declined, al!Cl for which they showed 
no particular love? 

He was extremelY glad to hear the remarks 
of the hon. rnembei·s for Burnott and Murilla 
about prickly-pear desh·uction. Bver since 
he came into the House-a good many years 
ago now-e\:cry ye_ar that questi~n had b~en 
unpormost m their though to; It was hko 
ir;ten•jt-it never slept. Every year tho pear 
\vas ::;prcading, and, if tho estin1ate rnade 
to-dav \Ya'· correct-and he rather feared it 
vnts~thcy \Yero going to the ba.J every year 
to the extent of 1,000,000 acre< or more. In 
other days the advocacy ,·;as in the direction 
of buffer areas, and compelling men to keep 
their land clean-that the leaseholder or 
oquatter, or whoever held the land, who did 
not keep his land clean had no right to 
posse" it. Their vast estate was dwindling 
n nd bec"min-; worthlc's, simply because they 
allowed tlw -men who occupied the land to 
go year after year without expending one 
lH?nny in the destruci.ion of pear. It \Vas 
tin10 that they gave the 1nattcr very earnest 
attPn!iou. A I though they had talked about 
it an·d thought about it, yet they had done 
practically nothing. The report of the De­
nartment of Public Lands, dcalmg \nth the 
~radic.ction of pt<tr, said-

" The eradi< ation of the prickly-pear 
p< et continues to occup~· the serious atten­
tion of the department, and is a problem 
of graYe anxiet_y. In tho,o-:c districts \vhere 
sc~ttlc•r3 have been cotnpellcd to devote 
alrnost all their encrgic,.:; to 2aYing their 
5toek on account of the scarcih of water, 
pe:tr do~truction has been re(iucr.d to a 
L1ini1nun1; but, all things considered, a 
large an1ount of good work ha,.·, beC?n done 
to check tho growth of the pf st." 

Thcs had the other statement that the,,- were 
going to th3 bad to the extent of about 
1,000,000 acr"' a year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA::-iDS: That is 
onlv the st:ltemont of t-he hon. member for 
Bu{·nett. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He hoped that the 
departmental report was true, but he feared 
that, instead of overt·aking the pest, it was 
gaining ground upon them every year. He 
was not unaware that the department had 
sent delegates abroad, who had done goo·d 
work, and he hoped that theii· reports and 
their work would bear fruit·. He \\as glad 
that one man in the community had not 
slept in connection with his ad ,~O(_ acy and his 
de~ .~rmination to combat. the spread of 
prickly-pear-he referred to ?-Ir. Temple 
Clerk. No man had boon so constant and 
untiring in his efforts in that direction as Mr. 
Temple Clerk. 

Mr. BEBBI::-iGTON: 1\ hat is his re" ard? 

Mr. G. I'. BARNES : The Minister said 
last year his case wou!J not be overlooked, 
and he believed the hon. gentleman must. have 
had under consideration at the time some 
mode of recognising the efforts and tho 
enthusiasm of Mr. Temple Clerk. If the 

work achieved in the North, which wa> 
quoted last year-the almost ent.ire extermina­
tion of pear in certain districts-was a fact, 
then Mr. Temple Clerk was entitled to the 
v.-ry best consi·doration that. the country and 
l'arliament could give him. He hoped that 
Jl.lr. Temple Clerk would not bo in any need, 
and that there would be some recognition of 
th<• work he had done. The fa< c of his advo­
cacy and earn ~stness in connection with that 
matter demanded recognition. Mr. Temple 
Clerk had kept the spread of pear br foro 
them clay in and da·; out, and, if the distri· 
bution of the insect life which had bc·"n 
iutrochu 9d bv hin1 \Vas eiioct.ive in connection 
with the varieties of pear that thev knew 
abounded in their midst, as had been" proved 
In. eomc of the Northern m·eas, then they 
nught hope that good rt'·ults were going t·o 
follow his efforts. There was also the work 
that vvas going on as' a rc\nlt of the efforts 
made by those ·drputed by the dcp-1 rtment. 

The hon. member for Toowoc)mba had 
refen·,-.,l to ccrt.ain lands a round 11 arwick, 
but that hon. gentleman had not been in 
\\' arwick of late y< ars. The hon. gentleman 
had referred to Lonsdale and Jl.lcunt Tabor 
and ho b 'liovod that. if ono went there to-dav' 
thev would fmd a ,·en· diffon•nt o,.der ~f 
t.hiJ.Jg'. lie did not sa~.- that the la.nd was 
~eing culti vat eel as full~ as it ought to be. 
rhcrc \Vere hYo areas at ~1ount Tabor on 

hirh a ~un and sou-in-law of the late owner 
~~r. Canavan, 1.vero -engaged in agriculture: 
.:\1.ount Tabor this vcar lu1d a considerable 
area under wheat. • He thought that Lon"­
dale lJad also an area under whc<>r•. The 
property was neglected son1c years ago, but 
J t was not so at th" present moment. It wa 3 
only right that be should put the hon. 
n::.cn1ber for Toow-om11ba right. 

.Mr. l3RE;-o;N.\X: I accept what. you say. 

Mr. G. P. BARl\ES: A d<'grce of culti­
vation \vas taking place in coilncction with 
thooo h> o eetates which Wei'C owned bv the 
late Mr. Canava{,, ·,c.·ho was ono of the b.'st 
pioneers. 

Mr. BREc,::-iAX: He had too much land. 

1Ir. G. P. BAR:--JES: He probably did 
own too much land, but he was one of the 
succesoful men. There would be hope for 
the country if they crulJ got hold of the 
old br"ed of man who came out in the, early 
pwneermg clay'· To .. day they had to turn 
round and find a silvm, spoon to put into 
ever,\ 1nan's n1outh. I-Io rc1nen1ber£~d going 
out !nto that district forty-five ycac. ago, 
and Jt pamod him to seo the life- that those 
men Ji, _cl, and how they wont out into the 
scrub land with the grim determination that· 
they put into their work and how thAir 
~~fforts \Y'ero supplem~~ntcd by the v, orncnfo.!k. 
They were ti,o stuff who dev-eloped the coun­
try. What· the Stato had to guard ccraiwt 
to-day was tho possibility of doing too much 
fCJr men. They wanted men to go out with 
a bit of c '=P~ricnce and a bit of determina­
tion, and, if they po"es' 'cl ambition and 
enterprise and threw their souls into their 
vvork, nothing was goiDg to prevent thorn 
from being successful. Not very long ago 
a man sent for him to come to the hospital. 
That was a case in point a' to tho brc.2d of 
men in other days. The man said. "You 
remember me: I want to make m' will." He 
said, '"I will have to get you a ~legal n1an. ". 
The man said, "You remember me, .:VIr. 
Barnh. \Yhen I came to .) ou many years 

illr. G. P. Barnes.l 
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ago carrying my 'bluey,' I wanted a bit of 
help and you gave it to me." He (Mr. 
Barnco) said, "I don't remember it," and the 
rnan said, " I have got t·vvo fanns." 

An 0PPOS1TIO:-:r 1fE}!BER : \Vho was the man ? 

Mr. G. P. BAR='IES: He had no objection 
to l?;ivlug the narnc. That n1an \'\as Peter 
Anderson. That man had nothing when he 
commenced, and said he was going t.o get a 
farm, yet when he saw him he had t;vo 
farms and was able to set ono boy on one 
and another boy on tho other. That was the 
kind of man who had developed the count.ry 
in the pa·t. ·with men of that claoo, thoro 
v. as hope for the land; but there was the 
danger of doing too much for people whose 
real sympathies wer" not in favour of the 
development of the land. 

:J1r. BEBBI:'-JGTON (Drayton): He did not 
think that the settlers in Queensland got the 
conoicleration they were entitled to receive 

from the Government. He pro· 
[7 p.m.] sumed that the Secretary for 

Public Lands was the bigge.Jt 
landlord in the world, and prohahl:: had the 
largc-;1: rental revenue. The hon. gentlen1an's 
department had received £1,400,000 from 
rr-.1ts tllis year. How much did he return to 
his tcnullts out o: that'? instead of L0ing 
the best landlord, as the ~vlinistcr claimed to 
bo, he we~s absolutely the worst. Out of the 
n:1t which he received from his tenants ho 
returned less than any landlord in the world. 
l-Ie V." aS worse than any Iri ,h or Engljsh 
landlord. 

:Yir. \VARREN: Or Amtralian. 

Mr. BEB13I:'\GTON: Or Australian. He 
was not saying that the Go,-ernrrJcnt were 
any exception to any other Government. 
Some portion of the £1,400,000 which the 
Minister received in rent should go back to 
LSPist land settlement; too much of it was 
spent in the closely settled areas. Take the 
Bm·nett lands, for example. He contended 
that railwayo could be built into the Ilurnett 
di~trict v;hi-ch 1,1 ould pay for t~H'lll~elvl "· 

Thc•rc was no need to go cap in hand to the 
Cmnrnon-wealth Govern1nent or anrone else to 
bJlTOW money at 7 per cent. to' build rail­
ways into the Burnei·t. The increased value 
of the land which was bwught about by the 
construction of the railwa0 s would cover the 
cc·st of their construction. 

:Ylr. BREN:.TAN: That IS our argument­
unearned increment. 

"lr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member'~ 
puty took ·all the• money they could out of 
th., settlers and spent it in closely settled 
places instead of using it for water conse1~va­
tion purposes and in other directions to 
increase settlement. There were only about 
750,000 people in Queensland, with 400,000,000 
acres of land, and yet they could not live 
without borrowing! It was a disgrace to any 
Guvornrnent to have to borrow like the pre· 
sent Government were doing. 

1'he SECRETARY ~OR RAILWAYS: How many 
million pounds have been spent to assist the 
returned "oldicrs? 

Mr. BE1313IKGTON: Ho contended that 
ono of the big·gest mistakes in connection with 
soldier settlement was that the soldiers had 
been put on the land without any provision 
being made for the manufacture of their 
produce into saleable articles. That should 

'be one of the cardinal points in all land 
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settlcn10nt. In a big dairying area, such as 
tlw Hurnclt, prO\·ision should be made to 
establish butter factories. It was no use 
encouraging people to gro\Y a lot of stuff 
for the local n1arkot, if there was no sale for 
i'.J owing to the fact thr;.t thcro vvere not 
enough people to consume it; they should be 
able to export their surplus produce. He 
was very much afraid that a larfie percentagu 
of the soldiers were goir:g to b0 unsucccs9ful. 
lil sorne cases they had not a sufficient area 
of land. Within 150 miles of tho coo.st they 
had millions of acres available. At a dis­
tnuce of 150 1nilcs frorn the coast, going fron1 
:\Iackay to Clermont, through Nebo, there 
were hundreds of thou<wds of acres of some 
of the finest grazing land to be found in the 
State. All along the range thoro was room 
for hundreds of thoucands of dairy farmm·s. 
Yc·t they cooped men up, and gave them for 
fruitgrov-:ing purpose,. son1r of the ,vorst 
land in the State. Land on which they had 
to use fertilisers for the fir·t crop was not 
good ]and. 

JYh·. BREKNAX: Down at ::VIildura they have 
5 acres each. 

Mt'. BEBBINGTON: That was a different 
thing altogether. At ::\lildura a man was 
certain of a crop, and had the freehold title to 
the land. Tho Minister knew that in connec­
tion v:ith . all the soldier settlements in 
Queensland all the title the men had was 
pnmission to occupy the land. The clearing 
of the land cost £27 an acre, and then there 
\\as £z,o an acre for planting. That brought 
tb'.' cost up to about £60 an acre, and, if 
they added another £5 an acre for the ercc· 
tim~ of a house and other things. it brough1 
the cost up to £65 an acre. The soldier 
selector had about £65 an acre in the land 
a>d the ::\Iinistcr had 30s.-and the man who 
had an interest of 30s. an acre in the land 
bel d the deeds. Sur eh the man who had 
£65 in the land should hold th" deeds? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: He has 
not 60 ponce in it. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOK: Those men had put 
in thrco or four vear~,' labour. \Vould th: 
l\finist,•r like to pt;t that down at 60 pence? 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC LAXDS: \Ye paid 
for that labour. 

Mr. BEB13I:"-JGTON: At 30s. a week. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.mns : At the 

a1\ard rates. 

Mr. BEBBI:'-JGTO~: He would advise the 
GoYernment to remove a ,·ery big propor· 
tion of the -oldier settlers, because those 
men ,,-ere going to struggle and struggle on 
and they were going to fail in the end. He 
would remove them to the good lands all 
along the coast that he had referred tc>. He 
had seen land there quite equal to the best 
land on the Darling Downs. The late wheat 
crop had not put the amount of money into 
circulation that was expected. 

Mr. BRE:.T:.TAN: £500,000. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: How much of that 
£500,000 had gone into circulation? 

The CHAIR)IA~: Order ! I would ask 
the hon. member to connect his remarks 
with the vote. 

Mr. BE13BI='IGTON: He was connecting 
his remarks with the vote: because they 
were using the money for land settlement. 
(Laughter.) 
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The CHAIRMA:'>< : I would a k the hon. 
member to point out the item on the E'ti­
matc' to which he refers, 'Ihe hon. member 
\Yill be in order {n discu~iing the question on 
the vote for the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock. 

~lr. BEBBI)JGTO)J: The pricklv-pear was 
one of the biggest pc,ts they ha'd to deal 
with in connection with the L: .. nds Depart­
ment. Y cetrs ago he had pointed out that the 
only way to stop the prickly-pear from 
spreading was to give people clean land in 
front of the :pread d the pear. I£ that 
had boon done tl'n ye-ars ago, they would 
have saved 1,000,000 acres that were covered 
with pear to-day. He ;: ould give the people 
a living are a and lot thom have as much 
lapd as the_: could clear back into the pear. 
If the were grven c1e~n land on tho ellgo 
of the pear, that '· ould form a w:dl of 
protection, becau:-ic. in order to protect them~ 
selves, they certainly would not allo··v the 
pear to spread. He would not give them 
free-holds, but WOLlld give them cm occLtpa­
tion license so long as the:;- kept the land 
clear. Once the men got the land 0lcar 
it ·was an c.1sy matter to keep lt c1oar unlc.~'> 
adjoining land where there was a Yory big 
urea of pear, and in such case~ it ""as ·worth 
more than a big rent to keep the land clean. 
~.0 dou?t, that was the bigge·t problem 
\nth wh1ch they had to deal. One reason 
why there was not more settlement and whv 
there was not a bigger demand for small 
areas was that farming was not a business 
proposition to-day. 

Mr. \Y. CooPER: \Vben was it a business 
proposition? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: Ho did not know 
but he knew that it was not a business pro: 
position to-day. It as impossible for the 
settler to pay a wage equal to that paid in 
the rihcs and at the same tjrne rnako a 
living. So long as it was impossible to make 
a liv.ing on the land there \Yould be no de­
mand for la.nd. There was too much demand 
for cheap food, and too much taxation put 
on the man on the land and then the con­
ditions in the cities we're eo much better. 
In many places the only person the settlers 
saw wa' the tax gatherer. He was the on!•· 
man who was interested in them. In fact 
the proper definition of a farmer to-day wa~ 
'~a tax-paying animal." Hi'· chief occupa­
tiOn was to earn taxes for the State. 

~Ir. FLETCHER (Port Curti.1): He looked 
upon the Lands Department " : one of the 
most impnrtant departments in the Govern­
ment service. If they were going to settle 
the country they must have a big immigra­
tion policy. They would have to settle the 
immigrants on the land, and, therefore, it 
was necessar:c' to devise the best means of 
s0ttling those people with a<:lvantagc to them­
~clves and. to the country. The department, 
If run v;, 1th resourcefulness and initiative, 
could gd the St"tc out of many of its 
troubles, and he was sorry more had not 
been done. Last session he had made some 
suggestions regarding the settlement of lands 
in the Lor.greach district, but he did not 
~uppose the Minister had done anything 
m that . regard. .'When he was speaking 
last sessiOn the M1111stcr stated that it was 
not possibl'l to settle the Parae lands in 
that \\ay. That showed that the Minister 
clid not how the districts to which he 
haci referred. The land;; in the Lono-roaoh 
district were very different to those :round 

the Paroo, and, when the Liberal Govern­
ment got into power, he would want to know 
the reason why, if something was not done 
ia that direction. They could not make a 
mceccs of tlw scheme in all parts of the 
country, bec.1usc all the land \vas 11ot 

suitable. 
Mr. PEASE: vYh:ct about Port Curtis? 

I:.lr. FLETCHER: It was not pos,ible to 
do it there. It wa· the duty of the GO\·ern­
mcnt to a-osist the small sottlers in every 
po~.::_:iblc 'vay, because every farmer vvho vvas 
ucecssful v:oulcl reflect 011 the ro--L of the 

c-.xnmunity. l-Ie wrs in '-vmpathy with all 
legislation that as,isted the. man on the land. 
They '':anted tD settle all the land along the 
existing ra.ilw:;ys first, and they should get 
surveyors to makB all the land available as 
quickly as possible. 

Mr. FonDE : vVould you advocate that land 
be taken from the big holders? 

},1r. FLETCHER: If the lease' of the big 
h<,ldings were falling due, he would be in 
favour of taking thc·m for closer settlement. 
It was only be cutting up the land into small 
areas that they could develop the country. 
Thev she uld also go in for a drought-resisting 
scheme. In 1918 and 1919 they just missed a 
ca.lannty by the prompt arrival of thunder­
storms. If it had not been for those thunder­
storms, Queensland would haYc had a very 
severe drought. Queensland \\as subject to 
droug-hts, and the time would com:e when 
they would have another dronc;.ht as big as 
the drought of 1902. Nature had been most 
bountiful, and they should make provision 
dming the good seasons to be rcad0 for the 
droughts there were sure to come. Probably 
the ::Ylinister knew something of the scheme 
suggested for New South \Vales which he 
(Mr. Flctcher) thought quite pra~ticable. It 
was proposed to divide i\'ew South Wales 
into f~urtecn districts, with a big central 
board m S.~•dncy and a local board in each 
dietrict. The loca.l board would control and 
administer the scheme to much better ad­
vantage than a hoard Dperating from the city 
c.rJy. ~'1.1! the financing would be done by 
tl1e central board. It was proposed to issue 
fnur different claHes of bonds to finance the 
scheme-one to be taken up by the farmers, 
ar10ther by a.nyone in tlw community and 
au·ther for exchange and for buying f~dder 
ttnd so forth. Under the scheme large stocks 
d fodder would be stored along the railway. 
Stocks would be replenished as they were 
exhausted. There would be no glut in the 
good seaeons, because tho fodder would be 
purchased by the board and stored away 
nnd later on sold out "~t cost price to the 
farmers and settlers who required it in 
drought time. It would be also an induco­
n::ent for farmers to grO\\' crops. 

Tho CHAIRMAN: Order! While the hon. 
gentleman's remarks are very interesting, I 
am afraid they aro not quite in order on 
this vote. They would be more applicable 
to the vote for the Department of Agricultu,·c 
and Stock. 

Mr. FLETCHER: He was dealing with 
land settlement, and just referred to the 
drought-resistance scheme in paeeing. It was 
proposed to invest £5,000,00·1 in the scheme 
in Nt .. w South Wales, but they could work 
on smaller lines in Queensland. Something 
would haYe to be done to dcydop Queens­
land and resist droughts in future. He 
hoped the Mini3ter would take notice of his 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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suggestion. A trial could be made by start­
iue:;, ~ay, on the Darling Down~~. rrhe man on 
the land worlwd tremendously long hours, 
"nd deserved every considera,tion. Not long 
Lgo ho got into a train to Bowen at 6 
a.m., and \>'hen he got to Rosedak• he saw 
et lad.·,- having a cup of tea. He remarked 
that she was up ca,rly, and she replied, " I 
wa·J up a, 2 o'clock this morning, and I 
milked s·,ventoen cow" and drove 6 miles." 
After that he (Mr. Fletcher) remained silent. 
They should do all they could to assist the 
mon on the land, because they had to work 
hard to make a living. 

It "as time that something was done to 
che'k the spread of tho prickly-pear. They 
were told by the hon. memb<·r for Murilla 
that the pear was increasing at the rate of 
1 000,000 acres per annum. :\'o doubt, it was 
a'dvancing at a trernendous rate; while it \Vns 
a most difficult matter to cradi< tte it. It 
was the duty of the Lands Department to see 
that lam!holclcrs, both large and small, kept 
their areas clean. lie know ono n1an who 
had kept his land clean for years, but the 
adjoining areas were infested with pear. 'The 
Minister should try and chock the spread of 
the pear. If they could only stop the pest 
from: extending further, th~,.. would be domg 
something. 

He v:as plca,,cd to sec that the Government 
hud established a Forestry Department. 
That. was one thing he gave the Government 
credit for. But it was wrong for the Govern­
ment to trade in timbN. They should do 
some more planting of timber, because it 
took a long time for the trees to grow. They 
should grow more timber for the use of 
posterity. If the}· did not do somC'thing now, 
their children would have to suffer for the 
neglect of the present Adminish'"tion. 

Mr. FORDE : \Vhy arc you opposed to State 
tmding? 

Mr. FLETCHER: It interfered with tradP 
and caused the unemployment that at present 
existed. 

[7.30 p.m.] 

Mr. SW A Y:'\E (Jlira.' i): One thing needed 
in connr<)iton with this department "as '1 

statistical branch. The bearing which th•e 
policy of t.ho Lands Department ha,d upon 
ether departments had been forcibly brought 
l·.ome to hon. members. Auetralia was 
greatly in need of irnmigration. For years 
hon. member~ on the opposite side had been 
pointing ont t.ho need for immigr .• tion if they 
were to hold this continent for themBolves 
and thoso who car,w after them. Lord Nortl-t­
clifie the oth0r dav had referred most 
pointedly to the teeming millions in Asirt 
within a, few -cb:,.s' sail of Austrn.lia, n.nd the 
comparatively empty spaces that existed in 
Australia, ancl more particularly in Queens­
land. If there was ono department more 
than another which could help to cope 'xith 
this menace. it was the Lands Department. 
They did not \va,nt immigrants who would 
hang about the towns; they wa:1tod those who 
would go on the land and produce. To enable 
them to do so, they must ha,ve land ready for 
tl1em-land which was adja,cent to railway< 
and in an area, tha.t had a ;;ood rainfall. 
The Railway Department was another depart­
ment which depended on the Lands Depart· 
ment. The Railway Department was losing 
money, and the Government found it difficult 

'[Mr. Plttcher. 

to devise a mea,ns for improving the posi­
Uon. Land settlement would be the very 
best way to cope with that loss by increasing 
the freight, and thereforf' the revenue of that 
department. One of the first things they 
neodocl in order to take stock of their posi­
tion was information as to lands close to the 
railways with suitable rainfalls that lent 
themselves to close settlement. The preced­
ing day hB aslmd the Secretary for Public 
Lands the following questions to enable him 
to form an opinion as to what thBir 
capabilities were in regard to the matter-

" 1. vVill he furni,,h a return showing 
the number of holdings, leasehold or 
fre<•hold. in excoso of 3.000 acres in arPa 
held '' ithin 10 miles on either side of 
our present lines of raihvay, -_-.,~ith a 
rair"fa,ll of between 20 and 24 inches, 
24 and 30 inches, ftnd exceeding 30 inches, 
separately; also the conditions of the 
le,,sehold tlmures as to rents and dura­
tion of leases? 

" 2. 'I'h0 same particulars in regard to 
holdings of bet·,;"een 640 and 3,000 acres? 

"3. On what lines of ra,ilway arc such 
holdings situated: and how many of 
them '' J'fl pear infested? 

'' 4. If so, when can this return be made 
available fDr members?" 

ThP :'\1inistecr's reply was-
" The information could not be 

obtained with the me'1ns at the depart­
ment's disposal in less tlmn six months. 
For instance, when once the original deed 
of grant of land is issued, the Lands 
Department has no knowledge of further 
dealing; with it, all such subsequent 
clcalings being registered in the Real 
Property Office. 'l'o ascurtain whether 
the freehold lands are now held by the 
original grantees in the a,reas as described 
in the original deeds of grant, or '>hether 
subdivisions have been effected and 
transfers re0'istored, would require an 
exh,lllsti,-e and costlv search in the Titles 
Office. To compile and tabubte the 
information when obtained would be such 
a costly undertaking tha.t the expense 
necessary to be incurred could not be 
justified; nor is it considered that any 
good purpose would be Fcrved." 

He did not think a more short-sighted 
nnswer c.mld have been given to a question 
of such importance. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : vVhat 
no I know a bout the subdivision of freehold 
lane!? I know nothing at all about it. 

Mr. SvVA YKE : The hon. gentleman 
should know. 

T.he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS : You 
should know as well a,s I do. 

1\Ir. SWAYNE: If the hon. gentleman 
i>sucd instructions to the Grown lands ranger 
in each cli,trict that officer could very soon 
give him the information. Everybody 
owning land had to furnish in his land tax 
rc·turn fuil particulars regarding his land 
and it,, situation. 

The SECRET I RY FOR PcBLIC LAND3 : Do you 
lhmk the Commi'8ioner of Taxc's would a,llow 
me to send an officer of my department into 
h1e office to get that information? 

Mr. SW AYNE : He rc;alisod that the 
information might be confidential. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA~DS: Of 
course it is. 



Supply. [20 Oo:ronER.] Supply. 1633 

Ml". SWAYNE: Without dimlging any 
·c'Onfidential information, the .ueas could 
,·ery well bo obtained. With a little 
collaboration between the Taxation Depart­
ment officials and the Crown lands rangers 
they could get a ver} good idea as to the 
nreas of freehold, whether they were l rge 
Dr whether they m:re only a living area, held 
\vi thin a certain mileage of ra.ih1 av. The 
oucstion he a•' ked had aLo referred to Crown 
lfn-ds that >\·ere leased. He had asked a 
furthr:-r questiDn, <;onftning hin1~u1f to the 
Crown land.o. Surely the hon. gentleman 
\HJUld be able to say what arca,s of land, 
within a cc.rtain distanr.> of the railway and 
with a certain rainfall, were held under 
lease in his department. If they found that 
tLero were largo areas of la,nd which were not 
being put to the best nee in the interests of 
the community as a whole, it was the duty 
Df Parli ',m,mt to deal with them. 

Mr. BRE:-r:-rAx: You would repudiate, would 
you? 

Mr. SW A YNE : If the; were going to 
hold Australia, they should haYe land settle­
ment :md make the railways pay. There 
was nothing of repudiation in the suggestion. 
I .. cgjslation us ]lassod long ago by a previous 
Gov(~rnn1ent to doal ,yjth ;;:;uch questions. 
The Opposition were not trying to make the 
railways pay by cutting do\.-Jl wages, but by 
hr;nging more freight to them and giving 
the dqmrtmont an opportunity tD balance 
the expense,. He urg-ed the establishment 
of a sbtistical branch to 9rocnre all the 
in fm·mation possible upon this essential 
point. If necessary. let other departments 
c0llaborcct..:o with the Lands Dcnar~ment. 
They had cut up their Governmm~t depart­
ments too much into watertight depart­
ments. There .•hould be 'l greater 
interchant;e of ide,,s and more aesi,ta.ncc 
given between one department and another. 
If this Government failed to do it, it would 
noL be Yery long before anothei' party woulcl 
take office who would fill the bill sD far as 
land settlement and increased production 
were concerned. 

He \1ould like to say something with ro((ard 
to the hnds that "ero adjacent to projected 
raihYav lines. Take, for instance, tho line 
between '\Iackay and Bowen, along the route 
of which was a large area of very gDod 
Crown lands which the d0partment were 
holding back till the line was built, so that 
t]w State would get fair Yalue for those 
hnds. He was not blaming them particularlv 
for that, but something better could be done'. 
If ihe land was not opened till the line WllS 

hl:ilt, it would be two or three vears after 
that before any large area, would become pr~­
dudive and fnrnish freig.ht. Could the Min­
ister not consider some scheme whereby the 
la.nd could be thrown open for selection at 
current rates, with the arrangement that, 
wh<:n the railway was built, the price would 
bP mcroased by the improYemcnt due to the 
building of the railway? The n ;ult wDuld 
lJe that people would go on the land, quite 
aware that its price would be increased when 
th" railway was built, but in the meantime 
the:v would be making it productive and pro­
parmg freight for the railway when it came. 

There was another acpect of land settle­
ment of importance as bearing on t-he hig 
problem of unemployment, which the Lands 
Department might help to alieYiate. In 
times past, in areas adj aeent to centres of 
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industry such as the sugar district.s, land had 
been cut up in small areas of 5 acres, known 
as sugar-',\·orkers' blocks. There was no 
reason why the area should not be reduced 
n ~ ar cities and towns to ;!: acre or 1 acre. 
The workers holding such blocks, when bad 
times came and there "as unemploJ ment, 
\•,onld not be entirely destitute of a means of 
livelihood. He had already point.ed out on 
another voLe the possibilities of produf'ing 
food, ·"uch as vegetables and fruit, from small 
ploh.. He had known selectors who had pro­
duc,"d everything they wanted, from the coffee 
they drank to the meat they ate. from a small 
holding, and it was quite possible close to 
Brisbane to have holdings wh'lro people could 
produce bufficient vegetablco. and milk for 
th,,ir own use. They all knew how small an 
area of land cultivated oven with a, sp&dc 
would keop a co·w. It was an idea well 
worthv of considerat-ion, and he would urge 
that ;ther departments should as:,ist. The 
unfortunate part of the businei's in regard 
to such "orkers' blocks had been that they 
\ven~ unable to get any assi::.t.anco towards 
building th .ir holhes. The ordinary selector 
could get assistance from the Advances to 
Settlers Corporation and the town dweller 
from the \Y orkers' Dwellings Branch, but 
the other selectoro he had mentioned-small 
in nu1nbcr, but suffici "ntly numerous to prove 
th:· great po.,,':libilitit~~ of such a schcn1o~ who 
had cut thcmsolvcj off fron1 the convornoncos 
and delights of town life to go a couple of 
miles out in order that t-hey mig·ht be ind -
pcndcnt-\Ycre unable to borrovt• 1110ney fron1 
any State dcpo.rtrnent to build their houses. 

The CILURMAN: The hon. member ,, ill 
not be in ord_·r in pursuing that line Qf 
argument. 

::\1r. S\VAY::\'E: HP acknowledged the 
justice of t·hc Chainnan's rul.ing. but it 1vas 
a ver:v important department, and it was 
verv difficult to di,cuss the big qnestion of 
lan~l s9ttlcmmt unless a little la~itude .w,as 
alJoyn::ct. to alluclP to ~,'1nlP tlnngs Y•:~ll:'h l1119,'1tt 
be just :1 little outside the question. 

The CHAIR1'vL\.N: The hon. mcmlwr will 
bo !n order in refcrrilJg to tho question in 
passing, but not in discussing the n1crits or 
demerits of the system. 

Mr. SWA Y::\'E : Ho was pointing out· that 
the scheme \Could require the assistance of 
other dcpartmenh to mak<e it a, succtss, and, 
seeing tha.t unemployment at t[p present t1me 
was a groat problem, it. seemed to him that 
an v sugJC.':ltion Yrhich con1d assist in r0licv1ng 
the acutPness of the position was well worthy 
of consideration. 

He was quite sur,e that a great d<al more 
\Youlcl be done in the ml'Ltter of increasing 
]a,ld sett.Jement, making their raih' ays pay, 
and rclieYing unemployment, if the :Ylinister 
went a little bit beyond th ~ four walls of h!S 
office take the a-dvico of practical men, and 
dicccl',·s such questions with those who had 
idcr.s on the subject. 

Mr. JOXES (Tl.enncdy): Since t-hey were 
rloaling with the Lands Department vote, he 
thought it an opportune tihw to refute some 
of the statements that had been made by their 
communistic friends to the effect that the 
. ountry was monopolised by the despised 
s,juat-ter, by reading a list of pastoral hold­
iugs in the Charters Towers Land Agent's 

Mr. Jones.] 
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Dictrict, showing the area~s and portions 
resumable-

Holding. I Area. J Resumption Rights. [Sq. miles.

1 
-----~---·-------

Cargoon... .., I 
Lolworth ... I 
l 'a::-~oon, No. 7 ... i 
Go!d~borough ... j 

Kuiernen ··j 
Uakvale ... . .. 
Cornelia ,. ···1 
Hallaby ... ... 
Hawth~>rne Vale I 

Leonidas ···I 
i\!iggas Bounce , 
"Weaner \~ale · 
::Hount ~tewart j 

Rang-e ... . .. 
'fuku 
"\Y~!.l'rig-al 
Lottery ... 
l\Iucha 
2\IuclHt :;:.iJortll 
.lu"'tm 
~Iailland 
Koburra. 
Blnff Do\vns 
'l'allegulla 

Birdbush 

I! ayes 
Yenetia ... 

A?! 
1:?1 
114 
147 
207~; 
123 

159 

33~ 
307 

; 'J 6ths at any time 
Rights exhausted 
7/16ths at any till1e. 

ditto 
1,/.J.th at any time 
7 16ths at any t1me 
I 'Hh altel' 31-12·23 
7 116ths at. an_y time 

ditto 
J. 1th at anr time 

diltO 
d1tto 

J;4th alter 30-6·25 
ditto 

1/.Hh at ~nr time 
ditio 
c.lt-to 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d1tto 

Right~ exhausted 
~3 I, 16 sq. mile,; at auy 

time 
i 40 5/.16 :-.q. miles at any 
1 tune 
! 6 5-16 sq. miles at any time 
/One half ht aoy time 

That wou!d show the faliacv of the Govern­
ment aying that there was ~no land open for 
selection. 

:Mr. PoLLOCK: You know that is not very 
good land. 

:\Jr .. TO);ES: His land was there, and he 
)1ai.d £1 15.'. a square mile for his land. 
What were the Government doing for the 
s.~n_dl selectors'? The~, had to pay an average 
of £1 15s. to £3 or £4 per square mile. 
That >vas how they treated the small selec­
tors in the North. As an illu•·tration, in the 
p.trish of Fanning, there was an area of 2, 730 
ilcres the rent of which was l~d. per acre. 
The selectors had to pay income tax as well 
as rates, and they had also to pay an educa­
tion lax. If the.• improved their holdings by 
seeking for ,-, ater, the Government taxed 
them for it. It was improving the public 
C'lftto, and he thought the Government 
should mbsidise the men who went out and 
found n ater in dry areas. No mall could go 
011 to land and irnprovp it for his own bene­
fit without benefiting the countrv ho waq 
living· in. It was a fallarv to ;.ay· there was 
no land open for selection. The only reason 
why land had not been applied for during 
the la't couple of vcars ''a~ be0ause of the 
leg-islation of the Gm·ornment. The Govern­
ment had not the slightest sympathy for the 
man on the land. The\ did a lot of tiddlv 
v;inki:ng for the fanners- on the coast Lecauj8 
they wanted their votes. H,; would ward the 
farmf'rs that the GoYern1ncnt would later on 
put the boot into them, if thev did not 1•ut 
in bot.h boots. " 

They had heard a gooJ deal about the 
squatter. Unfortunately, the squattc.,. was 
thl· pet aversion of hon. members opposit••. 
U,) happened to Le a squatter, and he did 
not expect any sympathy from the Govern­
ment. There was no better class of people 
m Australia than tho squatter. Away back 
1'1 the olden times was there any better cla&s 
d man in the country than the sqnatter? 

[1lfr. Jones. 

The squatter was the class of man who l1ad 
made it possible for Queensland to be opened 
up in the first pla0e. 

The PnE,liER: A squatter's advice to the 
farn1crs is not of rnuch vahL'. 

:VIr. JOXES: He was not advisin).\ the 
farrrtcr_,,: he Vi']_S advi~ing tho hon. gentle­
man. I£ the Government wanted to settle 
tl1' 0 countr:v. it would not he done bv thP 
policy now being adopted. The Govorrm1ont 
w0r·o drivin;1; the people off the land. The 
small scle0tors ha·d no po "rible hope of mak­
ing a Ilvin&..... There wcJ>~ hon. mcrnbers 
opposite '"h~" represented country constituon­
cie;, in ·which there \Y0re ril::-tny .-:cl"'ctorC',, >end 
H1ey had not heard one 1.vord of symp dhy 
fr01n ono of those hon. l1l('Inbcrs for the 
unfortunate selectors. 

Tho PRE:\IIER : \Ve give them practical 
a·· si stance. 

Mr. JOKES: The crowd outside tbe House 
wculd not ollow the Government to do so. 

:\1r. FoRDE: \Ve arc alw,tys helping the 
small selectors. 

~Ir. ,JO:'\TES : Whv this Government t>hould 
hat2 the sqnatter he did uot know. The 
><qua tter. in the first place, dcvelopetl Queens~ 
land. The squatti'r wc1't awa:v out in the 
\Ves:i-,__,rn country, and nut down bores in dry 
areas. Thousands of square miles were 
valu; less throngh the lark of \Yater. iVho 
went out with capihl and employed labour 
and iiscovorcd >Yater? It was the squatter. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The Government put do\•'ll 
the first bore. 

~Hr. JOXES: vVas it not the preser,t 
Government "ho said, " \Ye -.~ill make th• 
squatter P'=J.ueal"? 

The PRE:VI!ER: No. 

:Hr. JOKES: The Government had made 
them sqw:>al all rig-ht, but the workers had 
sufferc·d for it. The Rcpndiation Act had 
stopped all improvement on the land. V\Thy 
thi., Government should be envious of the 
man on the land, who \vas rna king money. 
ho did not know. That was the V' ry thing­
that I\ as going to rna.ke Oueen:-;lanJ. I--!c ( ouid 
a:8ure hon. memb('r:.: that if anyone f'ould 
to,morrow put Queensland in the ('ondition 
it '~as in two ·vcars Cl ~ro. v::hcn thcv \YC'rc 
all making rnon~y, it v~'ould be an lrnprovc­
m,,nt. Evervboch· in the countrv then was 
getting more than they had got 'before, and 
they had got a bit " colick:'." Thoy were 
getting the money freely, and they spent 1t 
freeh·. This G01 ernment had hounded down 
the squatter. He was a squatter. and he was 
no~ ashctmC'd of it. He ,h") cl hecn [',quatting 
prctcticallv all hiR life. and. if this Gonrn­
mcnt got' their \Yay, he v:ould be squatting 
for the rest of his life. (L.wghter.) 

M:r. POLLOCK (Gregory): Ho was sur­
prised at t.he hon. member for Kcnncdy 
attempting to deceive the Committee b.v 
quoting figure~; which he (:vir. Jones} :,aid 
·,bowed the amonnt of country available in 
Korth Queensland for selection. 

l\Ir. Joxr~: I only quoted the resumptions 
in one district. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The hon. member knew as 
well as he did that the bnlk of the land he 
had quoted was not of very good quality. 
It was nothing like as good quality as the 
land around Hughonden and Winton. It 
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was not to be compared with it, 01 her as 
sheep or cattle c 1rrying rountr_\-. It \Yas 
prac! ically of no use to a .::-elector unless he 
got ut least 40 to 50 square miles. 

:".Ir. FLETCHER: The hon. me ,,bor quotF l 
a r l'<:L of ~0 or 50 square Inilc>S. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Only a quart"· oc it wa 
due for rcsun1ption at any tin1e. 

1\Jr. Jo:-;-Es: Sovcn---,ixtccnths in n~any 
cases. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Even if ono-half wa, due 
fo/ rc:<mnrtion, there wonid not be 1!"1-'Jre 

than 10.000 acres or 12,000 acres in a"IY 
block. 

:'11r. FLETCHER: ::'-Jo. 

:.VIr. POLLOCK : He had followed the 
hon. 1ncmber fairl~· cJosply, and he 1va;;; not 
try-ing to n1i~rc~prcsent him. I-Ic did not 
think the hon. Inembcr quot~d any caso that 
ehowcd tlwt thc·re was more than 12,1'.~0 acres 
available for rcsun1ption Dn Lnv of those 
. ;JOicling·•·. The majo:ib· of them · y;ere hold­
ing'J of 1rbich a quarter l'ould be resun1ed, 
a.nd thr1?0 'Yould onl ,. br 5.080 or 6.000 af'r' .­
available for c"lection in each block. That 
e,_rc :J was _no~ n1urh use to any selector, p:._cr­
t:cularlv m that class of country. The hon. 
mer11bcr hin1self had 100 square n1ile, of 
C'ount.ry, and he \Vas :,--JrDtcsting that he could 
not l'~l:V tho rent. 

?vir. JOKES : I never said anyt~1ing of t:H~ 
sort. 

Mr. POLLOCK: T·he onlv plank in the 
hon. !nemho·'s platform w :; the roped cf 
what ne (Mr. Jones) termed the Repudiation 
Act. 

Mr. JoxES: A good solid platform, too. 
(L::- ughtcr. \ 

Ml'. POLLOCK: If the Government would 
refund the hon. member the amount of retro­
spective rent he had paid. he would have no 
platform at all;. he would have to go out of 
Parhament or JOl!l the Labour party. (Laug·h. 
tor.) 

The policy of closer settlement that the 
Lands Department had pursued was one that 
in the main, met with his approval. H~ 
thought thrr! the department had in many 

cas0s opened areas for selection 
[8 p.m.] that had really been too small; 

but he was not blaming the 
J, partment for that. He believed that a 
Government should always attempt to settle 
peo;1le on the swalh,,t amount d land that 
could be considered a living area. The 
smaller the land on which a living nuld be 
made the larger the number of pconle who 
wou!.:l be making a living, and the more 
procmchon there would be, because the small 
selector utilised his land in a much better 
manner than the man with a big holding. 
It v. as obvious that three or four times the 
amount of ~abour would be employed on a 
small . seleot~on that was employed on the 
one b1g statwn before the resumptions were 
made; consequently a Government which 
experimented in tho 'va.y of endeavouring 
to secure small living areas, even if it failed, 
deserved somo credit for having tried to open 
up these small areas. There were some narts 
in his own constituency where a man "=ould 
find it very difficult to make a living unless 
he had 50,000 or 60,000 acres of land. It 
was obvious that in a dn- belt such as the 
Boulia belt it would be .. very difficult for 
any man to start and go to the large expense 
necessary to find water to make a living 
on a block of that size. In some cases, the 

incomjng Sf':octor had to go do\vn 2,000 or 
3,000 feet for wat0r; and, unless a good 
number of selectors took advantage of the 
system of trust bores. which th<l Government 
had helped considerably in, thev \I ould find 
it difficult to gc t on. As the SccrdarY for 
Lands rightly painted out, ~ome of· that 
countr.. did not lend its~Jf to the sinking 
and E> tabl]p.h;,1ent generally of trust bores. 
..A trust bore, in order ~"l be succo·~·'3fnl, n1ust 
be an efficiently construct: d bore, which would 
water four or five seledions, and hich four 
or five selectors could jointly pay for. In 
rnost CU'~ 1-':J, unl·P~s the trn:3t bore principle 
was workable, the selector had to be given a 
,.,,ry large area in order to r .coup himself 
hr the Hry big expenditure he was put to 
uot only in finding water but for erecting 
fences, improvements, and buying stock. 

Mr. J OXES: And payinp; his rent. 

J\.lr. POLLOCK: Paying his rent was a, 
consideration, but the rent was not every­
thing . 

Mr. J ONES : It is. 

1\Ir. POLLOCK: It was one of the smallest 
comic:0rations in the life Df the average 
selector. 

j\,Ir. Jo:-.Es: You get out of w0rk and have 
~o iHty house rent, and ='"ou 'vill find what it 
!' 

:VII-. POLLOCK: It was different with 
c0lertors. \Vhen selectors Etarted out knowing 
th t t11cy had to pay a c -'rtain arnount to 
s1nk for 'vr;t 0 r, no matter how n1uch the 
actual cost exceeded the eetirnc,te. thev would 
pay it cheerfully. When they stai·tcd fencing, 
no mdtcr how much the actual cost of the 
work exceeded the c timatc, the:1 would pay 
it. They bought ·tack ar;d built a homestead. 
But the question of rLnt was a totally differ­
ent proposition. Thev t 1hmght that 'the Go­
vernment ought to charge only a nominal 
rent. The Government was generally con­
sidered bir game, and the ,,::lector was no 
exception to the rule. 

Mr. EDWARDS: So it should be. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If that was w, wh:v all 
the talk about economy? If the Government 
should be fair game for everybody, why com­
plain that the Government assisted selectors 
and could not make ends meet? If the 
Government were not to be picked on at 
every oppmtunity to help strugglers, then the 
Governtnent rould sho·w a surplus; but, if 
the Government were to be picked on, it 
was impocoible for them tD show a surplus. 
\Vhidw:- er way it went, the Oppo:,ition objec­
ted. The Oppmition were alwayc twitting 
the GoYernmcnt about incrcas,ed c'l:penditure; 
but, so long as the Government acsi,ted the 
Opposition's own particular friends, they did 
not gro\\ l. The:· then came forward with 
rcqu · sts for expenditure in one diraction, and 
growlr•d because expenditure was increased 
in another direction which did not affect their 
constituencies. 

\Vith regard to selection generally, the 
Government must always be guided by the 
circum,tanccs in the particular di,triot. 'There 
wen' districts where the ravages of dingoes 
made it necessary for a larg·er area to be 
given to a selector. As he had shown, in the 
Longreach and Barcaldine districts there 
were a number of selections opened that were 
too small in area, and they had bNn thrown 
up in many cases. He had a distinct recol­
lection that the Lands Department had been 
asked to merge some of the areas which 
were thrown up into some of those which 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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\vcre being held, so as to give the selectors 
a living area. That country wa probably 
the best country of any in Queensland. It 
was such good country that the department 
rig·htlv determined to experiment in order 
to' se~ whether the selectors could make a 
living on 5,000 or 6,000 acres. ·when selectors 
could not make a living on 5,000 or 6,0CO 
acres of the best grazing land in Queenshnd, 
it was obvious that the land referrecl to by 
the hon. m;,mber for Kennedy would not 
bo sufficient to make a living on. He knew 
the land the hon. member referred to; he 
was born around those part., and worked 
thorn wllf'n a boy. Most of that country was 
of no use except for grctzing purpose))' and 
it was not of mud1 use for that as compared 
with the \Vestern lands. The hon. member 
for Kennedv seemed to have an obsession 
with regard to rent. The Govermnont did not 
fix the rent of selections; the hnd court 
fixed it. 

l\Tr. MOORE: The Government appeal 
against tho Land Court'6· decisions. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Government was 
entitled to appeal against a decision of the 
].;wd court, if they thought the decision was 
unfair under all the ci;·cumstances. Even 
under the Fair Rents Act there was provision 
made for an appeal to the htnd court. \Yhy 
should the Government not have power to 
appeal against what was sometimes manifestly 
a m1all rent? There was nothing in that 
to caYil at. 

Mr. ?JOOJlE: The Land Court fixed the 
rent. a·1d a·; soon as thc,T fixed it the Govern-
ment appealed. · 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: In many cascc the rent 
fixed bv the Land Court was so small as to 

arrant the Crovvn appealing. In many ca:;cs 
there had not been sufficient time to collect 
the evidcnc<> that should have bc>en placed by 
the Crown before the Land Court. The fact 
ren1ained that tl1e one n1an who had been 
appointed by the Labour Government to the 
Land C'ourt had fixed lower rentals than any 
of the jw.lgcs previously appointed. and the 
decisions giYcn by an ex-Labour n1mnb(r of 
the Home-he referred to JVIr. ILrdacre­
'"ero the only decisions appealed asrainst by 
the Crown. It was the judges of the Land 
Court who were appointed by Jla· L Govern­
ments who had charged what ere suppnsed 
to be ridiculously high .rontals. 'I'he Govern­
ment wore not responstblo fm· that. It was 
nu use the hon. member for Konm!rh· blaming 
the Govcrnme~t because the Land Court 
rni,,ed tho rcntals, -..vhen the Land Court w,ts 
entirclv independent. The Land Court was 
acr independent body, and the hon. member 
for Kenncdy dared not say outside that 
Chamber that any member of the Land Court 

as subject to dictation on the r~:trt of the 
GoYcrnrncnt. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The court raised the rent., 
after the Government passed the Land Acts 
c'tmenduont Act. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That v RS like a lot more 
of the statem1mts by that impetuous young 
man. Before the Labour Government came 
into office the Land Court alwavs had the 
power to raise rentals to whatev~cr pitch it 
d,~•sircd excent in the ca•e of certo,in selec­
tions that were protPcted by the 1910 Land 
Act. The root of the trouble was that the 
hon. member for Kennecly, and many others 
like him, were occupying the Htme class of 
country as adjoining selectors, and they were 
protected by the 1910 Act just in the same 
way as many of the large leaseholders were 

[if-Ir. Pollock. 

protected-tlwir rt ntals could not be raised 
1nore than 50 per cent. at each rf':lppraise­
;nent period of ten year.- vVhcn the Go­
n:-;·nrn.Pnt removed that obstacle ancl gave 
lJm' er to the Land Court to fix a. fair rentai 
;, ithout anv limitation for those celections 
and big pa:toral le:>.ses that were prc1·iously 
protected, then, of course, the reutals were 
rai·~cd. 

Mr. FLETC!IER: That is what I said. It was 
the Land Acts Amendment Act that enabled 
them to do it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Of course, the passing of 
that Act in 1920 did enable the Land Court 
to charge a fair rent.1l without any limita­
tion; and what was wrong with that? 

l\lr. FLETOHER: It was repudiation. 
:1\lr. POLLOCK: He did not care what the 

ho11. member called it. He was not re,pon­
sible for what the hon. member said, and he 
did not euppose the hon. member was respon­
sible either. So far as that Act was con­
cerned, it Yvas time it was passed. In his own 
district he could quote at least 100 case·' 
where selectors were separated merely by a 
wire fence from big pastoral leaseholdcH who 
'.>ere only paying one-third the rent,ll paid 
by tho selectors. and the big pa~toral lease­
holder could not be compelled to pay a fair 
rf~ntal for his land until the GoYcrnnlent 
p·.' sod what w:o.s called the ''rppudiation" Act. 
That the selectors were not paying more than 
a fair rental "as emphasised bv t},fl fact that 
for 'every block of land which \vas of any use 
for the purpose of carr_ving sheep or cattle 
that had been opened in any of the good 
districts of \VPstorn Queensland during the 
past six or eight years, there had been from 
50 to 1,500 appJicJ,nts-not onl:~.r applic-::tnt;:; 
who ·wero willing to select that san1o clas~ of 
land, but applieants who 'vcro willing to pay 
exact!> the same rate that was paid by those 
poor, dm1 n-troddon selectors. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Suppose You had a house 
for £1 a week for five years and the landlord 
can1o along a.1~d raised the rent to £2, if you 
had an agromnent to pay £1 a \VCek, 1,~·haL; 
'.1'ould you say to that? 

Mr. POLLOCK: There was no such thing 
a'< an agTe!=~·n1('nt in ronnertion \vith tJ1o.::;e 
Jancls, and he had chal!Pngcd hon. members 
opposite repc;tedly to produce any written 
r:Jntr:tct. It \Vas merely a protection giYcn 
to c01·ta in big leaseholclus and ccrtttin 
favoured selectors bv .\et of Parliament 
repcalahk at a.ny t'ime during a trying 
period in the history of Queensland, when 
there was a droug-ht, to tide them OYer a bad 
tin'le, nnd "\Yhcn the nec.:ssity for that \vas 
remoYed, Mr. Denham "' antecl to alter the 
Act, and he was only prevented from •alter­
ing it by the fact that the squatters snpp_ort­
ing his parh- threatened to put tho boot mto 
him if he did alter it; and, in spite of that 
exercising of out.;;;ido influence over the 
Liberals by their bosse~-the squatteri-thc;y 
heard a lot about outside influence 111 

connection with the Labour party. 
At 8.15 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (Brerncr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved tl!e 
Chairman in the chair. 

i\ilr. POLLOCK: The hon member for 
Bulimba was in the Cabinet sitting behind 
Mr. Dcnham at the time. and approved of 
the introduction of the vor.y same repudiation 
Aet which he now condemned the present 
Government for bringing in. The hon. 
gentleman must have approved of it or it 
could not have beon introduced. No one 
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cnu!d tell him that any landlord ,-_ ould allow 
any a.grcement to be made that "·ould give a 
tenant at 10s. a week a house oxa ·tly as good 
a3 ono next door for which the public were 
prepared to pay 30s. a ,-eck. If hon. mem­
bers could show any contract, thoro would be 
son1e reasDn for the term " repudiation," but, 
as he had stated repeatedly, any man who 
held any purely statutory concession from the 
Govern1ncnt, if that concession was not based 
on sound and firm grounds, knc\v ver~T \Yell 
that a ,ucceeding Government could alter it. 
lf Parliament could not undo what a previou·. 
Parliament had dono, as wa, done in the 
C&Pe of the Land Act, what would be the 
use of puthng the I,a! 0ur party out and 
puttine:- another party in'? If that "·as so, 
would not even· Act of Parliament that was 
repealed or an1endcd in futuro be repudia­
tion? It would not be worth while having 
a change of Government unless they could 
bring about a change in the 1{ ~islalion. 

Hon. IV. H. BARNES: On that argument 
you could refus-e to pav the interest on loano, 
because there is a new· Uovernrr1'.:mt. 

Mr. POLLOOK: A Go;-ornment mi~ht do 
that, too; but it was not an analogous case. 

::\Ir. FLETCHER: You can amend Acts, but 
you cannot amend Acts which will involve 
breaking pledges. 

:\[r. POLLOCK: Evcrv Ac-t of P .. •rliamcnt 
---~u-ch ns the Industri:-jl ~Arbi~rrtt-ion _,:-\-et. the 
\Yorkcr ,' D-." 0llings .. A.ct, and the \1\T orker·' 
.Ar-cornmoclation Act-gaYe protection to 
some 1100_1le. The ait·_T_ ~ion of those _\cts 
would be repuditttimt in so far as it 
':,·onld rt•moye the benefits con:,·rrc·d bv them 
on cPrtain people. Yet hon. [!.'Pn.tl{ _·lCil 
oppo2itc ~:atc.J that thf'v would · out tho 
Indu,tria1 Arbitration._ Art :-q a-; it 
appJi('d to certain indu~tries. (Oppo<;.~~ion 
dissent.) 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: No one said that. 

1\Ir. POLLOOK: Did hon. gentl"mcn oppo­
site -deny that they "oul-d repcn! any Acts 
at- all? If they would not repc ,1 ,my Act., 
·what \vas the u--e of thEir getting on the 
Trea sun benches ? '\V hat would the cmwd 
who paid their election expenses ·<q if hon. 
m(embers opp,>site did not repeal anv of tho 
Acts passed 0y the present Government'! 

r,Ir. FLE'i'CHETI : w 0 crm correct- the dis­
honourable acts of your Gov ·rnment. 

The TE:WPORARY CHAIRMA)J: Or-der! 
n is out of ordC'r to refer to " dishonourable 
acts of the Government." 

Mr. FLETCHER: I mean " politically dis­
honourable." 

The TEMPOHARY CHAIRMAN: It is 
out of or-der. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Very well, I withdraw it. 

Mr. POLL00K : If members opposite did 
LOt• rep.al any Ads at all, what '' ould be tbe 
good of g-etting over on the Government side? 
\Yhat would be tho use of any party attaining 
the Treasury benches if they could not do the 
business the people wan tea them to do? 
Parliam0nt \\as supreme. 

Mr. JoNES: But Parliament should not 
have interfered with the limitation in the 
rent. 

11r. POLLOC'K: That limitation was onlv 
statutory, and could be removed at any time 
b~- Parliament. They might say that, because 
a publican paid for t-he lease of an hotel for 
u number of years and the Government intro-

duced 6 o'ciock closing, that that would be 
consider-ed an act of repudiat-ion becrLuse it 
would depreciate the value of the loa:ce. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The publican kno"·'· all the 
circumstances when he takes over the lease. 

Mr. POLLOOK: So did the squatter. For 
ten years the proposal to repeal that infamous 
provision in the Land Act- had been in the 
Labour partv's platform, and yet the public 
returned the"Labour party to power with the 
asmrance that they would carry that platform 
int·o eii ~·et when they got the opportunity. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The hon. member 
for Gregory tried to make out that the 
Government were returned to power to 
remove the limitation of rent in the Land 
Act just b-ecause it was in tho party's plat­
form. The people voted in favour of retain­
ing the Legislative Council, so they might 
j1vt w well ... ,,. that, :Jt•caus, of that. the 
people ere against the Government and d1d 
no:. want the Labour platform carried out. 
There was just as much argument one way as 
the other. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Are you in favour of abolish­
ing the Legislative Council? 

1•!r. MOORE: Yes, the way the Council 
v. as con,titutcd at prf"ent. Ho drew the 
aFention of the Committee to the spread of 
prickly-pear, Noogoora burr, etnd other peets 
ref,·rr<:l to in the reports of various officers 
of the Lands Department, all of whom 
referred to the cost of eradication as being 
too high. The occupation lic-ense was becom­
ing a popular form of t-enure in Queensland, 
YfJt it was the ,;"orst tenure they could pos­
~iblv have for growing pe,ts. The spread of 
prickly-pear was having a disastrous effect 
on the State, and, if any:.hing· could Le don' 
to check it, they should do it. To-da:· thcr•c 
were 7,0!)0,000 .,('res le s unde1· orcupat1on 
than in 1915. 'Ilmt showed that it was 
unpopular for people to !l'O into t] u country; 
th(~y had too 1nany pt's~d t·o contend vnth. On 
page 107 of th report of tho Lands Dcp~rt-
ln~nt. he 1 :Jticcc-l the fo11c}\ving 1n 
the of the L ncl Co for 
i·h(~ . ~orrn- ntr)n, ·~nd :Rnrketov n 
di,trict··---

" The crime of cattle-stealing seem' to 
be n1uch more nr·cvn1rnt in the 'C' districts 
than in any otl~er part of the State, and 
concerted action bv t.Jio graziers for the 
protection of the herds has result,-cl in the 
forrr1ation of a genPral mustering camp 
which travels ov-er the district searching 
for stolen stock, which when recovered 
are returned to t-hoir rightful owners. 
This mustering camp has been responsible 
for many convictions for illegal sto_ck 
tran~artions, a<H:l, :::dthon~'h hor -'L'":'-1~~ ln­
acleltPlte to cJcnn Lrl) t.}-k d1~trict, it h.1.e. 
alrea dv o-ccomplishcd a great -deal of 
good. ' I cannot emphas:,e too st-ron_gly 
the f!Cr"·,'s~ih- cf L.king a se,·i0us y;, ,,· 
Df the f'at'-1~-thievi! .r, 'he('aU~' intcnrlln~· 
selectors hav c refused to invest in Clon­
currv selections on account of the spread 
of stock-t-hieving. and land values have 
depreciated for the same cause." 

If thoy were going to ha vc a preventible 
pe,t or disease of that kind spread through­
cut Queensland in addition to the othei' 
pests that the man on the land had to 
c<:~ntend v:ith, it was time the Government 
r1aid some attention to it. Special police 
protection shonld be sent out to see if it 
could not be stamped out. 

JIIJ r. .M a ore.~ 
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"\ViLh 1 egard to perpetual lea\cs, whctlwr 
the Government believed in that tenure or 
not, the fact remained that the selectors 
did not like it. They were prepared to 
take up land under freehold tenure. The 
most succeesful land settlement in Q·wens­
land wa.s the homestead settlement on scrub 
lands, bocaU''l it enabled a man to go on the 
land \'•it.h the smailest amount of machin- ry 
possible. All he required was an axe and a 
hoe to make a start and get a quick return. 

In rcgan.I to tho priddy~pcar selr:ctions. 
'eo know that men would not take them up 
urd{·1· lease>~JOld tenure; in onl-y 33. per 
f'ent. of those· ,ybo took n 1) :::elections 
last Year fulfilled the t Jnditlon:". It ,~.T~s tirne 
the "GoYornmcnt chang·cd their policy in 
regard to that class of selection, at any rate. 
1f the adoption of the freehold tenure would 
increase the number of selectors the Govern­
rr:ent ought to give it a. trial. I-Ie had seen 
the efforts of an individual increase the 
Ytduc of 8 P':~rpetunl lea,~ and cause th£> 
lEnt to be increased. An individual startP-1 
a chees"3 factDr> and so irnproved the valuo 
vf the surxounding land tha.t the nnt was 
increaJcd to a higher rate. Before thc,t the 
land '\Y:l i held u1 ,;:_kr r<?:->upat:c..n 1ircn:,,; but 
when it ofiPred ur1d·T the pel'c)Ctual 
leaso tcnurn, the efforts of th0 indiYiclu~\1 had 
increased the valno of the lease and a higher 
r<'nt wa.c asked for it. The conrmunity did 

not create it. That man create-d 
[8.30 p.m.] it and enabled the Government 

to get rid of other land round 
about. That sort of tenure discouraged the 
people who went into the country. Everv 
day they saw instances of people having gone 
ou t~ virgin land, put their energy into it, 
(l.nd Increa~e·d its value: and the11. 1vhen th~ 
revaluation <;ame along every bvo or thrhJ 
years, the value 1vent up. 

There did not seem to be a public policy 
to prevent the spread of prick!.' -r,·ar. Every 
man got a reduction in valuation w!Kn his 
land became infested with pear, and it was 
an encouragement for him to let it grow. 
There would come a time when the pear 
,.ould take possession of Queensland and 
driYe the settlers out. It was said that 
cloc-e settlement would stop it. On th'l 
Darling Downs he could seo it creeping in 
year by year and pushing the settlers out. 
It "as a mo't serious thing to see the land 
gcing out of cultivation, and the present 
H•.ethod for preventing the spread of the 
pear was ine/IectiYe. It was time that mere 
political fads should be cast :hide. Thev 
should say that on this cla•,s of country the:,. 
YYeie. prL'va.reci to try a ditterent policy and 
see If they could not stamp it out. They 
were gradually reaching the position when 
Jbeir lands would be absolutely useless. The 
endeavour should be to get as many people 
as possible to settle on the land and make 
iL productive, and prevent the spread of 
tbese disastrous pests. -

:-2'ho TRnScRER: The pest became the 
g1'eatcst da.nger under your GovernmenL 

Mr. MOORE: Recriminations would not 
assist in a solution of the problem. They 
knew it was covering a greater area every 
year. It had to be checked some time. 
Whether it was introduced or was allowed 
to spread during the term of office of another 
Gc,vernment did not alter the serious posi· 
ticn that existed to-day. If, by giving men 
'idvantages in regard to tenurP, it would 
check the spread of the pear, by all mean;; 

fMr. Moore. 

l•J; them b . .,·e those advantages and sec if 
Sl'ch a change of policy would benefit the 
Stat0. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hem. J. Il. Coyne, TVarTego): The vote had 
been critici,c,cd for a long tinw, although the 
criticism had been Yery mild. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You think you merited 
scmcthing v;;-orse? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Ko He was a ·tonished at not hearing the 
usual tirade of blacl:gnarding. Some of the 
critici&n1s had been merely a '\vhine. 

l\Il·. DRA~m: There is no whine about free­
hold tenure; it is pretty sinc:~re. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
T}1ere was a whine up at Jimbonr a. couple 
of voars ago until he -relieved the r~itnation; 
alsl) at Ivi ,ryvalo, in tLe \Yarwick di~trict. 
A largo number of people were going to be 
tosse-d out Lecause thev held freehold instead 
o[ leasehold. · 

~Ir. "\YARREN: Because it was over­
cP_pita.lised. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He had had nothing to do with the over­
c-upitali,ation, but a bad excuse was better 
than none. Another cry wa,, that the depart­
ment 'I ere doing no thin,; in regard to the 
pnckly-pPar. He would show that they were 
doing something. He quite agreed with the 
hon. membe1 for "\Van·;ick that the man 
who had dean c:nmtrv and di-d not keep it 
dean did not deserv• to have it. The 
departmed wore doing everything in their 
power to compel those men to keep t.heir 
country clean. 

Mr. FLETCHER: How is it that it is spread 
ing to such an alarn1ing extent'? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
"\ lot of it was en unoccupied lands. He 
l-oped hon. members were not foolish enough 
10 takf) notice of the usual cry of the hon. 
m0mber for Burnett that it wes spreading 
o.t the rate of 1,000,000 acres •1 year. The"t 
sort of cry was all right as long as they 
could get people to believe it. 

Mr. BRAND : At what rate is it spreading? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He had not kept track of it during the last 
couple of years. (Opposition laughter.) In 
the Xanango district, which was. J:adly 
infp,ted. the report of the CommlS'IOner 
-'3tat~::>d-

" Prickly-pear is bad in parts of thie 
district. and several appliotions were 
made for extension of lease'< in considera­
tion of the destruction of that pest. 
There is no doubt that neglect by 
previous lessees was the contributing 
cause o[ the applica.tions in most of the 
cases dealt with." 

R.egarding the \Yarwick district, the Com­
l1l_i~~ioner's report stated-

" "\Yit.h regard to prickly-pear, the 
conditions were fairly well performed 
in a large number of ca3es, but many 
sckctors \Yere hampered by the difficulty 
in obtaining arsenic, and in the ea1·ly part 
of the vear bv the drv sea.-:011, and there 
vvcre a(o n1a~y instanCes. of neglect, \vhirh 
nccr'"";itated the issue? cf a great nv1ny 
noticPs ur~dcr section 143, and a ntnnbcr 
ni shc,w-carne caseP." 
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The only bad district they had in Queens­
lend was the Dalby Land Commi~~ioner's 
district. 

Mr. MORGAN : That is the onh· district 
that is all pear, but there are an}· number 
d other districts which have a terrible lot. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That was so. Regarding the Charleville 
district, the report sb tod--

" The whole of the district oast of 
c:harleville is more or lc,s heavily 
infrstod with prickl:·-pear. 0hing to 
the dry W8ather, very little in the wa:v 
of pear-clearing wa, done in the early 
part of the year; but after the rains. and 
when the selector:=- wel·e relieved of the 
necessit:-- of attending to th1 ir stock, good 
progress in clearing ·,,·as n1adt~." 

Th' report regarding- the St. Goorg-e district 
:,tatod-

" Pc~1r-c1earing condition have been 
- fairly well carried out. and -.orne few 

selectors ha 1·e boon called upon to show 
cause; but forfeituro has been waived 
on their undertaking to fulfil their con­
ditions i~_f. the future.'' 

Paragraphs :Juch as tho'"O \VCl'C rcpt:atcd 
throughout the whole of the report. It 
wou 1d be seen that the department waJ 
attC'E<ling to thnt part of the busin("C:S. 

Mr. CoRBER : The r-ettler is. 
The STI;CRETARY FOR FGBLIC LAXDS: 

'\Vhy did the settler allow it to grow? He 
was compelled to clear it. 

Mr. ConSER: You do not compel vomself 
to clear it off Crown land~. ~ 

At 8.40 p.m., 
The CHAIR!IIAN rc<umed the chair. 
The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 

If they road the ronort of the 1Jnder Secre­
tary, thOT ,,~ould see the good WOrk that WaS 

being done in regard to prickly-pear. 
The ·hon. member for Burnctt and others 

had referred to Mr. Temple Clerk. He (Mr. 
·Coyne) was very sorry that Mr. Temple 
Clerk ''as unfit to he continued in the service 
except for a very short time, because he and 
the Government appreriated Yerv much the 
good wo_._·k that that officer hftd done in 
l'r-•lcavouring to deal with prickl:.·-pcar. Bc­
caus0 of that appru:iation of his good \Vork, 
th Government had allowed him to re1n~in in 
t-he eervice two year· after he had reached 
the retiring age-. Mr. Temple Clerk was 
pr!lctically blind already, so that he did not 
lhmk hon. members could sav that the 
Government ·we1~e 11ot treating· hirn Ld1·J v 
t::,•nerous1y. · 

.:\1r. G. P. RARNES: Arc the cochineal 
insc-:;ts a success? 

'rho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\'DS: 
The cochineal in•-cct destroyed only the 
Opuntia monacantha. 

Mr. CoHSER : Thousands and thousands of 
)J<·unds' worth of good was done bv it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They Vi'ere endeavouring to get an insect or 
fungoid pest to attack the Opuntia inermis, 
and if they could achieve success thev would 
have accomplished something valuable. The 
hon. me nber for Burnett sai-d that thev were 
not doing anything to assist people on pear 
land, He forgot that in 1916 thev incrf'e<Sc'd 
the term of their l0ases from twentv-f1ve to 
fortv years. ' 

Mr. CoRSER: Because they could not pay 
under the old conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Because they did not want to turn them off 

tho land. In the first place, the Government 
the hon. 1nen1ber support·~d gave the1n a 
fifteen years' tenure. 

Mr. CoRSEH: I always ~upported a forty­
years' term. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl!BLIC LANDS: 
Then they increased it to twenty-five y"ars, 
and thls Government came to the rescue, as 
they had done in many other cases, and 
n1adc it forty years. 

l-Ion. members had been cndcayouring to 
injure the Government b:v condemning all 
soldier settlemontB. Not one good word had 
b<en said for soldier settlements by any hon; 
member of the Opposition during the whole 
afternoon. 

Mr. ConsER: We are thinking of tho 
soldier. 

The SECRETARY Ji'OR PUBLIC LANDS : 
They v. ne thinking of injnring the Govern­
ment; but they vrero doing infinite dan1age 
tn the soldier, bcC'ausc they di-;rouraged hjln 
in every possible way by tollin:\' him that he 
coul·d not po;:;--.;ibly make a succe~'3. 

Thlr. CORSER: \0\(e never said that. 

The SE·CHEL\.RY FOR PuBLIC LA?\DS : 
The hon. member for Murrumba said it. 

}Ir. \YARKEN: I never "aid anything of the 
sort. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LAXDS: 
Th'' hon. member had novel" said anything 
cl"'- The "\Vc,:tern Star," a paper pub­
lished in Roma, which· was totally opposed 
to the Government, had evidentlv S<mt one 
of their staff to report on the Mount Button 
cettlement: and he would quote part of an 
article which \Yas the rt''-',ult, headed "l\1ount 
Hutton Lands; Progress of the Settle~ 
ment "-

"The problem of the best method to 
be adopted in the development of the 
StatP's re-ources has ahvavs been a burn~ 
ing question with the Government of 
the day since Queensland was proclaimed 
a separate colony or State. Many rdeas 
have been given effect to with, on the 
whole, only partial success. The problem 
of the development of the land in order 
to obtain its maximum capacity for pro­
duction has not vet been solved, but tlw 
keynote of ~uccCss has app.J.rently been 
struck in connection with the settlement 
of the Mount Button lands , . 
Crops of all descriptions are being 
planhd, and the land has been proved 
to be capable of growing all kinds of 
produce. including maize, wheat, pota­
to.e-s, cotton, and fruit, and every variety 
of Yegetable of first~class quality. and it 
also has excellent natural grasses for 
stork. Ringbarking is being conducted 
with energy, and the whore di•trict is 
humming with activity. There are about 
440 scttlen on the estat,,, including the 
returned soldiers. and the dietrict has a 
population of about 900. The Lands 
Denartmcnt has ma-de a ven creditable 
effort to develop this portion of the 
public e~tatc by inducing a hardy, virile, 
and industrious class of farmer to make 
his home there. The result has been 
that this country, which three years ago 
was the haunt of the emu. dingo, and 
kangaroo, is gradually becoming dotted 
with happy and progre,siYe home­
steads." 

Mr. FORDE: \Vhen I was up there they 
were all well satisfied. 

Hon. J. H. Coyn".] 
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Tho SECRETARY FOH FC DLIC LANDS: 
Thc0 "'ere well satisfied. The hon, member 
for Pittoworth. or the hoH. member for 
Murillu, said that thB Government's systBm 
of land sute ement \Yas forciug people from 
tlw country into the citv. Ow· would think 
t8 listen to hon. members that Queensland 
stood out as singular in that rhpe ·t. Hon. 
mc•r1bers would agree thctt one St.ct() in Aus­
tralia above all others was bitterly governed 
l?Y :1. Tory Adrnini:-tration-that -ypas, South 
Au•-tralia-yet, in face of that. thoro W're 
<·orsklerabl.r Inorc peo11Jc in the city oi 
Adelaide than in the rt'st of South AtFtralia. 

~~J:r. MORGAN: South Anstralia has only 
( L0 pert. and \VG have ·Yrn or eight. 

:Hr. FLETCHER: That is not :o fair com­
parison at all. 

The SECUET ARY FOR PUBLIC L \NDS: 
Of course', it was a fair cornparison. Tho 
only h~fc"rence to bo drawn fron1 the rornarks 
o£ the hon. member for .1\Iurrumba-although 
he did not actually sa 0 it-was that the Bt cr­
burrum settlement was doe me d. 

::\11'. \'YAHR~'K: \Vhat r,,t! 

The SF.CRETARY FOil PDRLIC LAl'\DS: 
Thf~ hon. member was tlH' grt .1h···.t ppssi1nist 
h" had ever seen, either in the Chamber or 
upon a deputation. 

J\Jr. \VARREN": \A.~hr, YOu :ne ~:- ·Jrsc than I 
un1 yoR-,.,clf. You ·,Yi-11 uot attend to the 
:ncr:ds of the ~,oldicr scttlPn1C>Ilts becn1u-~ you 
a1 a pe;;;~im ist. 

The SECHL1\\RY FCm T'rt3LIC LA="JDS: 
Lf't tht' hou. l!H'xnbt-r lo-.J~ to-rnorro',.,. at th · 
ai\sv. f'r-; h(: \Y{ n1 t giY!..' to the hon. Jl1einber 
for Fortittu'c Vnllcv. and he ,,onld eO' 
"'hethcr lw wa< ttcnclin,, t:J the ne<··rls of the 
scttlcrfoi or 11ot. In Julv.- 1919'. thp Cornn1on­
wc~alt.h Govr-:_·ut· cnt rYi~!cntlv ins·~nlr:·t~,d thPir 
lo-·ul Rcpatri;.tion Dc;··1rtrn~'11t to ::-end delc-
gatcB to BPerbtu:culn tn SPP the ~lc>-
n1en,t ;YA.s gcL.tipg au, and to 
rt'au rrorn tlE'lr rpncrt. th,l 
Brisbnnc '· Dniiv ~Iail.': · :. ~-h 0 
y],"lL(: the s0ttL m( 1t · .. ~ 0n~ tL~ nec-
t(n· of the ·dc'•artmcnt. ::'Ylr. R. Oving~on. 
and )Jr. ClCJudc IIc ~dcr·"ol>--

,, ::\Tr. 0Yington nLd 11r. CJ 'nul~1 }lf·n­
c1Prson. in pa-._::iru:; thP tinH' of clu-- iYlth 
nnothcr settler. :11r. B. J. Long~--" 

1\1r. \VAHUES: \Y1n'. he h~;;;; 1 't h1s house 
and hon1e. y~ on a1:e o_. th0 ,yronrr track. 
(O~'po,ition latehtn-.) ·-

"formerly of the 15t!t flati<tlion. asked 
in an approy-.:rl mili; 'l'V ma~Jner '.-\ny 
eon1plai1-·f,J? ' ~lr. Lo_;_1.g replied.' ')To: 
and I 1-rant to ~a.Y th: . nHhongh I haYe 
tried my luck in othc'r State·· this i th0 
hest proposition I c·- er took OD. I 
rt'rkon soon to clear £10 a fro~11 111y 

1llork.' The wivc . .; of cxprc~s 
tho nselve< as being· <'ontcntocl -- ith Ii:e 
et Do0rburrum, a•;d tl ,, only c .mplaint 
can1·~ frOin a 111an ,Yho pointed out that 
th1_· name BPcrburrurrl YHl~ a mi~"lomcr. 
'vVc haven't a "pub" for 9 mile-;,' he 
3aicl, ' and, although it is a blcs,ing in dis­
~mso, the place should be renamed. \Vhv 
not C'all it Gjnger-Becrburrurn? ' 1\11:. 
Ovington promised to forward his sug­
gestion to the proper quarter." 

:vrr. YVARREK: \Vhat about my charge? 

'l'he SECHET ~RY FOR P"CDLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member was ill-advised when lw 
brought that up to-clay. He would not like 
his (Mr. Coyne's) reply. 

i\fr. \VARRE}f: I do not ·mind your reply. 

[Hon . .J. H. Goyne. 

Th0 SECHETARY FOR. PUBLIC LANDS: 
The children who were referred to as going 
hungry to school were the children of two 
settlers on .Beorburrum who were supplied 
with maintenance by him, and on receipt 
of that maintenance thev went down to 
Caboolturc and fi-lled themselves up with 
beer, and then carted home bottles of beer 
bought with the balance of the sustenance 
moncv. Then the hon. membBr wanted to 
blame the GoYernment. 

J\fr. \VARRE}f: You are to blame for giving 
sustenance to that sort of man. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC LANDS: 
l-Ie stoplJDd it. 

l\fr. \VAHRE}f : \Vhat were your officers 
doing to allow that? 

'i'ho SECRET L\RY FOR PGDLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member should have made inquiries 
to find out more about it. 

Mr. \V ARREN: That man told me after the 
dcputatiou that it was a genuine case. 

The SECl~E'l'.\.RY FOH I'PBLIC LANDS: 
\Yhen the ma.n came along to give him th0 
r l!1Je oi the person, that rnan 1nade a .io~{e 
of it. 

J\1r. \VAHRE}f : He did not make a joke of 
it when he said it there. 

.'l.t 8.45 p.m., 
The CHAIRoiACI resumed the chair. 
The SECRE'l'AR Y FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

He would haYe made a joke of it only h<' 
(.i.lr. Coyne) toicl him quickly that he would 
insiet upon getting the aume. He knew of 
no one "\vho was going bungry at Becrburrnm 
unle;.·-; it '"as through his own fault. 

The hon. member for l'ittswmth had 
rcferr<>d to something with which h, agree1, 
and that ao that it 1'. clS Il('.G''Bl'\" to prOYlde 
\V.'ttt~r bcforP actual ~,rttlcnl('nt ~took pLac€. 
He had bclieYed in that for a good many 
yc,rs, but, unfurtunatPly, Jiko a good m_any 
otlwr things that the Go ,·crnrJ _nt would l1h' 
io do. thcv yycre unable to cln it bee m·' of 
flnanci::-t.l sfre~~~. It cost a good d( ,'d of money 
to do that. l-Ie \Vas boping, ,.·ith the aid of 
his collcagnc,, to brillV, in a S<)heme that 
would enable thun in the fu• urc, rnore espeCl­
n lly where they had five. ~ix, s{;v9n. or 
eight holdings con1ing up for resurnpt1on, to 
suppl_y 'Yater. 

Another matter ttas the purchasing of land 
ne-· r the raih. av. That was a vNy costly 
!mcincos too. The amount of <ettlerncnt that 
w"uld re-ult from the invostlucnt of the loan 
ra1"""'d in l\"'e\v York would not be very 
much if the •: purchased land alongside the 
ra-ihvuy. . 

r,Ir. ".J. H. \'. HoBERTS: Would it not be 
cheaper to do that than to place men rig;ht 

.. wav from the railway line and then bmld 
rail;'> ays to them alter\vards? 

The SECRSTARY FOil PGBLIC LAl'\DS: 
Ko. Hon. 1ncmbcrs oppc,itc objected to the 
lcqsehold tenure and the perpetual lease, 
which was just as secure a tenure as froehold, 
because if the Go,·ernment '' antcd to resume 
it to-m~rrow, they would find it just as diffi­
cult to rcsun1e perpetual lease land as any 
freehold land in Queensland. 

~.lr. COHSEH: On the reappraisement you 
could make the resumption b, taxing the 
man off the lond. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\NDS: 
Who v•oulc! tax him? 

:\olr. CoRbER : The Land Court. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PTJDLIC LANDS: 
What had he to do with the Land Court? 

Mr. CoRSER : The hon. gentleman has some­
thing to do with the court that fixed the 
reappraisements of pastoral !oases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That showed that there was no allia.nce 
between the Land Court and himself or the 
Government. The thing would be impossible. 
It was no use cGndemning the leasehold 
tenure and at the same tirno hon. 1nernbors 
oppoFito tolling them that thov should repur­
chase estate,, and lot thfm out as lc<tscholds 
again. \Vhere was the cmJ•,istoncy in that? · 

Mr. MoRCJAN: Ld them Gut as fr2ehold. 
Th·" SECRETARY :E OR Pt;BLIC"LA='i'DS: 

And buy thorn back again later on? 
Mr. MORGAN: There was no necessity for 

that. 
The SECRET.\RY FOR FCBLIC L.\I\'DS: 

That was what had been clone. Some free­
holds had to be purchasBd back in order to 
get dceent land for the soldiers, The hen. 
member for Pittsworth referred to th0 super­
vieor on CP0 il Plains. and regretted very 
much that a man who had been for a number 
of years on the station \l, as not chosen as 
superviSGr. Ho did not lmo,,,. y;hom the 
hon. member referred to, but he knew that 
the department thought a great deal of their 
supervi -or on Cf)cil Plains. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Nobody has said 
,.nything about the supervieor. 

The SECRETARY FOR PC HLIC LANDS: 
\Vhen he got the "Han,ard" proofs to­
morrow he would know that the hon. member 
did ~"!Y RC?mething abo 1t th(' supcrviFor. 

:Mr. J. H. C. RoBEllTS: Th;,t man is not 
the man to be put on Cecil Plains. because he 
knoYYs nothing about th:tt c~a <;" of land. 

The SECRF,T \RY FOR P\'BLlC Li.~m;: 
Ho would sa3 that he did. That man 
had a very long trainin: at Gatton College. 

}\ Ir. J. I-I. C. R,oBER'fS: That does not sa.y 
that he knows Cccil Plains. 

The SECT\ -~:~TARY FOR. Pl;BLIC LAND~-;: 
rrhat n1an had experience on tho Darling 
Downs. 

2\Jr, J. H. C. RoBERTS: \Yherc c 
The SECRETARY FOR. PCBLIC LA='i'DS: 

He could not tell the ho:1. member the exact 
. ,pot. 

Mr. J. II. C. RoBERTS: \Vhat is t',o use 
of L,aying so if you do not know the exact 
spot. He did not. 

The SBCRLT .ARY FOR PlJDLIC LA:\'DS: 
He did. 

Tho CHAIR~1A2'i : Orcl' r ! 
The SEC:HET"\TIY FOR l'CBLIC LA:\TDS: 

The' gentleman ruferred to by the hon. mem­
ber had never seen an'' cultivation carried 
out on Cecil Plains all the time he was there. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBEHT3: That man saw 
2,500 grres cultivated at JGndaryan year after 
yo;-1r. 

Tlw SECRETAR~l FOR I'LTDLIC LANDS: 
'Th, t is not Cc-Jil Plains. 

:\ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is the same class 
of rountry. 

The SECR.ET.'.RY FOR PFBLIC LA~DS: 
\Vould not a man on!v a few miles away 
know something about ·;t '? 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Who? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Captain Binnie. 
Mr. J. H. C. RonERTS: He was not there 

The SECRE'L\RY FOH PGDLIC LANDS: 
Ho vvas at Gatton. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'I'he hon. member aleo stated th.,t Captain 
llinnie purchased cattle at £32 a he:cd. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: He purchased a 
milking cow. I will give the name of the 
man he purchased it from and the agent 
he purchased it through. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
While a cow might be worth £32. he thought 
that was too high a price to pa:; for cattle 
for soldiers. 

Mr. J. H. C, ROBERTS: That price was 
ridiculously high for the,cla,g of cattle that 
were sold. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1J13LIC LANDS: 
llo was going to make inquiries to see if that 
was correct. The supervisor did not purchase 
cattle unless the settler was with him. He 
"ould my unhesitatingly that that price was 
too hid1 for soldiers who had a limited 
amount of capital to buy stock. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBEhl'S: They may have 
been with him, but they did not know whether 
he purchased them or not. 

The SECHET. \RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hen. member for Port Cm·ti" referred to 
tbe mutter of carrying out snrVCJ 3 before 
rcsumptions were maJ.c. 

:Mr. FLETCHER: If neceuary. 

The SJ:CRJ~'r.\HY FOR l'1:BLIC LA?\DS: 
n., did not think it was legal for them to go 
on to a property before rcsurnption or within 
a certain time of resumption. It would be a 
y, ry costly proceeding. People's minds 
ehanged /l.s to suitable areas in part1cul:1x 
disb:ict~, and what rnight be regarded as a 
suit-able area to-day n1_ight not be considered 
so ii?- two or three ye:1,rs. Surveying wa~ a 
yery cctly busines,_· no·~Y, ,,,nd, if a resumption 
could not t::lke place for b·.o or three yeac·s, 
tht mon0y that \Vas expended would be gon:J 
for nothing. 

2Hr. FLE'!CIIEll: I referred to land that was 
available, not to land not yet available. 

The SEnmTAR\~ FOg Pl'BLIC LA:'-JDR: 
They wore dealing with 1 \!Id that was avail­
able . 

Mr. FLETCHER: Some time ago you were 
short of surveyors. 

The ::'ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hen. member for :i>Iirani had rcquest'!J 
that there should be settlement before a rall­
way was built; but it had boon preached by 
hon. rnomhers opposite for m::.ny years pa:t 
and by the people gencrall:c that railways 
should precede settlement. 

Mr. J. H. C. RollERTS: \Ye have always 
advocated that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'I'hcn. the hon. member could not agree with 
the hon. member for Mirani. who wanted 
settlement before a railway was built. 

The hon. member for Grcg-ory referred to 
the lands having been cut up in small areas 
in a number of places. He agreed with the 

hon. member that land should 
[9 p.m.J not he opened up in ar~,1s which 

were too smalL He would alway' 
rather see a 1nan in grazing country \vith 
1,000 acres too much than 10 acres too little. 
If. a man had too small an area, however 
much he struggled, he could not make a 

Hon. J. H. Coynr.J 
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li ,-ing on it; the only possibility of making 
a living was by shooting and trapping in 
addition. 

Mr. JoKE~: They cannot all do that. 
Mr. M oRGAN: That is the trouble at Mount 

Hutton. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUPLIC LANDS: 

It could not be the trouble at Mount Hutton, 
because they had got from over 700 acres 
there. Hon. members opposite had suggested 
that freehold would increase the numbc•: of 
cottlers; but the Government stood on sound 
ground when they advocated the rete:1tion of 
the lea,ehold system. 

An OPPOSITION ::\fE>IBER: It i' all right in 
theory, but it does not work out in practice. 

The SECRETARY FOR VGBLTC LAl"DS: 
One of the leading statesmen of the Briti'h 
Empire, Lord Bryce, a man of world-wide 
exporicr.cc, advocated leasc:-ho:d in nrc£erenrc 
to frE-ehold; and no less a st1tcf:mall than the 
late \\Tillian1 ElY art ,Glad tone, y ho \Vas 011 
several occasions Prime lHinietcr of Great 
Britain, "as in favour of leasehold. 

Mr. CORSER: He was never a selector. 

TIH' SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was a snlector. He had a farm of his 
own, and a forest as well. JYlr. Gl<tdstonc 
not only said that leasehold was good, but 
that, if he had his way, he would exp,:opriatc 
ali the land that was held under freehold in 
England, because H \vas un!'!ound in principle. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBETITS: vV!n· do all the 
tenant farmers in England wimt freehold, 
and why do they keep on wanting it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Rofere~:ce had been made that afternoon to 
onB of his predecessors, the late Hon. J. T. 
Bell. That gentleman stated on the floor of 
the House that, if he had his way, he would 
revoke what had been done in the past, and 
he would not alienate one square inch of 
land in Queensland. 

l\1r. l\10RGAK : He settled more men on free­
hold than any other Secretary for Public 
Lands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Ho had to administer the laws as he found 
them with the Tory party behind him. The 
h011. member was a member of that party 
then. Mr. Bell had to administer the laws 
as they were, or give up the job. Freehold 
was a yery fine thing for the land shark; 
there was no doubt that it was far better 
than cattle-dealing. 

Ylr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: It is now. (Laugh­
tor.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Or at any other time; because, when a land 
agent came along with a nice tale and tickled 
the ears of tho groundling who was looking 
for land, he made a nice thing out of him, 
and did not care about him after. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You ha Ye got freehold. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Where? 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: Out at Coorparoo. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBT~IC LANDS: 
He would like to know where it was. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Do you think that every man 
who has freehold is a land jobber? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No. The people who had got froeholds were 

[Hon. J. H. Coyne. 

not land jobbers at all; it was the people 
who wheedled them into buving freeholds who 
were the land jobbers. " 

Mr. MORGAK: \Vho wheedled the Secretarv 
for Agriculture into taking a freehold? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Ho supposed he was foolieh enough to be 
influenced. He noticed that the hon. memb~r 
for ldurilla had not put his money into free­
hold. 

Mr. MonGAK: I have not got a foot of free­
hold land in Australia. 
·The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L_\1'\DS: 
The hon. mr·nber was too wi'e for that. He 
wa.; under the care of a paternal Government, 
and \vas getting along very nicely. As 
nothing v·as really said in connection with 
the vob: an10U11ting to adverse criticism, he 
would resume his seat. 

Question put and passed. 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAJ\;DS 

(Hon. J. H. Coync, lVarrego) moved-
" Th~ ~, £76,601 be gt"anted for ' District 

Offices. 
The; was an increase cf £3.841 in the vot.e. 
brought about almost entirely by increases of 
nlarv under the Arbitration Court award. 
The "item for increased cost of living in 
country diotricts had been increased by £250. 

Question put and passed. 

FORESTRY OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) moved-

" That £44,471 be grant0d for ' Forestry 
Office.'" 

There was a not decrease of £5,759. The 
principal decrease occurred in the item for 
hanesting and marketing forest produce, the 
provision last year being in excess of the 
reqnirement,. He did not think there was 
anything of importance that• he could mention 
in connection with the vote, but he would be 
prepar·ed to answer any questions that might 
be asked. 

Mr. MORGAN (J'htrilla) : There \Verc 
several State forests established for t.he pur­
pose of cons('rving timber iu or near his 
electorate, and in some of those localities good 
work was being performed. On ,ome of those 
State forests, on one at Youlba in particular, 
there was a great amount· of prickly-pear. 
Unless that fore~t was cleared of the pear. 
it would soon become so thick that it would 
bo impossible to get the timber out. There 
was a great deal of cypress pine, which was 
so hedged in v. it·h prickly-pear that it would 
be very difficult to make use of the pine. 
The same thing would apply in respect of 
the forests that had been appointed in the 
prickly-pear areas. It was useless to estab­
lish forests in those areas for the conservat·ion 
of timber unless the prickly-pear was eradi­
cated. He also wished to refer to the fact 
that a sawmill in connection with the Stat-e 
forest. had been established in the Mount 
Hutton district. He had been told on very 
good authority that it was a mistake to put 
the mill in that locality, as t.he timber was 
too scattered. At the present time there 
was a certain quantity of timber close to 
t.he mill, but it would soon be out out, and 
then, although there was a big quantity of 
timber in the district, the cost of oartage to 
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the railway station would be so great that 
timber would hav to remain at a very high 
price before the mill could be a succe',s. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Imme­
diately after starting our m ill at Injune 
Co eok timber price' dropped 3s. per 100 
superficial fc,ct. 

Mr, MORGA.:'IJ: He hoped the Minister 
would see that the money expended in con. 
nection vrith the Yeulba Forest Reserve 
would he protected, He was well satisfi0d 
with the work that had been done in regard 
b reafforest"ttion in Queensland, and he cer­
tainly thought the Forestry Department was 
doing good work in that direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : vY e are 
clearing the pear in the Yeulba forest. 

Mr. W.\LKER (Cooroora) : This was one 
of the most, important vote~. that had to be 
passed by the Committee, more particularly 
on account vf the wav in which the Govern­
ment had taken up the question of reaffore,. 
tation. They 2re voting an enprmous sum 
of money for reafforestat,ion in Queensland, 
and he must congratulate the Minister and 
the Director of Forests on the vorv fine 
repmt submitted to Parliament this' year. 
I:. was cortainly much better than the reports 
they had had in the pa,"t, and much better 
than those published in the other States of 
Aust,ralia. In going through thP report, ho 
noticed t,hat, extensive new departures had 
been made in regard to the planting of trees 
and new ideas had been adopted. There was 
not the slightest doubt that in time to come 
the work of t.he department would bear fruit. 
The lines on which the department had 
worked appeared to be satisfactory, although 
he supposed there was no member in the 
Committee who was competent to give an 
opinion exc,pt from a bushman's point of 
view, and he thought it would be a good 
thing if the Minister were to extend an 
invitation to members on both sides of the 
Chamber to visit some of those State forests 
at a favourable opportunity during the year, 
so that they could see what was being done. 

The SEcRETARY FOR Pc;nLIC LANDS : I shall 
be very plH.,sod to do so. I am expecting 
a forestry conference in Brisbane earlv next 
y,ear, and probablv that will be a suibablo 
time to invite members of the conference and 
members of Parliament to visit one of the 
State fore>ts, preferably Brooloo. 

Mr. WALKER : Although there ""re some 
big forest reserves in his electorate, unfortu­
nately, for some unknown reason, he had 
never received an official invitation to visit 
those areas. Although he recognised that 
the policy adopted "as a good one, he was 
inclined to think that there wrts a little too 
much theory throughout the whole business. 
Although he had not had an official invitation 
to visit the various forest stations on two 
or three oouasions when riding roun~l he had 
,-isited the various areas. In going through 
one reserve t~e other day on horseback, it 
appeared to hnn that the work in that forest 
was a waste of monev. 'They were felling a 
lot of the undergrowth, which ev<mtually 
would r.ome up thicker than ever, because it 
"as a class of country that could not be kept 
dean. Then, again, in the Imbil district, 
although he had only seen a small portion 
of the work there, in most cases there was 
too much theorv attached to the whole 
business and not enough practice. The 
chances were that those in charge of the 

forest were men who were not accustomed to 
Queensland conditions. 

The SECUETARY FOR PuBLIC L\NDS: Thev 
are all working under the directions of the 
Director. 

Mr. WALKER: In his opmwn, the 
Dir:--ctor was An1ericanising the who:o bw:i­
nc's a little too much. No doubt, the Director 
had a full grasp of the ,,hole question, but, 
jn reorganising, the v•·hole system appeared 
to be Americanised to a great extent, and 
he would like to see a little rnore colonialism 
introduced. However, the department was 
doing· particularly good "urk. 'They were not 
only growing timber, but were al<,,o starting 
to haul it, and eventually it was intended to 
cut it up. 

In his opinion, they were going a little too 
far in t,l1at direction. If the department 
wanted to bring the timber in on the mo,t 
economic lines and under the best system, 
if they would take his advice, they would 
leave the whole thing to the local timber­
getter, v.ho knew most about the industry, 
and the department would got a better return. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : There 
is a very outstanding objection to that; and 
that is that the local timber-getter only wants 
to get the best lop, and he does not care 
what part of the forest he destroys. 

Mr. WALKER: All that could be eJn­
trolled by regulation. There was no occa­
sion to open largo areas to an:;· timber-getter. 
The Government could give him a small area 
and could seo that he pulled the whole of 
the logs in that area including the tops. 
If the Government were going into the ques­
tion of buying horsefeed and the hire of 
bullock teams, thov were on the wrong track 
altogothm-. Ho w~uld advise the department 
to allow the timber-getters to work out their 
mvn destinies. They knew the weather con­
ditions, and they knew exactly when they 
should knock off, and when the bullocks 
should be spelled. 'They could do that far 
more economically and far better than the 
Governmc,nt did it to'""ay. The Government 
'"ere spending a certain sum on road-making. 
Ho understood that, when the Government 
started to collect royaltie", the money would 
be spent on the shiro roads; but, unfortun­
ately, that policy .,·as not carried out. The 
teams carrving the Government timber did 
more damage to the roads than any others. 
Probably that was a qucotion of poliQ and 
had nothing to do with the Forestry Depart­
ment, but it would be far better to leave it 
to the bullock-driver to work out his own 
difficulties. If he required a bridge or some 
other assistance, some help c,hould be given 
him. Brooloo was the biggest State forest 
they had in Queensland, und he had accom­
panied the hon. member for Gympie to see 
if some areas of timber rcqerves could not 
be thrown open for selection. That might 
appear inconsistent, but some of the timber 
reserves were unsuitable for afforestation and 
should be thrown open for sel'cction. There 
were thirt:~·-two timber reserves in the Gympie 
district with an area of 30,000 acres. They 
were marked out thirty years ago as Stato 
reserveJ or timber reserves, but the time had 
come when the:s· should be reclassified, and all 
the land that was unsuitable for reafforesta­
tion should be thrown open for selection. 
There was an enormous tract of good country 
on the western side of Gympie, towards 
Brooloo; and it could be thrown open in areas 
of from 20 to 100 acres for each individual. 

11fr. Walker.] 
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Th0y had a large population on the ''est ern 
sidP of Gvmpiu, and theu· were still a 
large llUnllJ~c_·r of people waiting to take .nP 
land there. The Govcrnnt0llt should g1ve 
them tbc opportunity of doing so. He under· 
stood that at the Interstate Co:uerencc rt 
was agreed that 6,000.000 acres should be kept 
for reafforestation in Queensl.1nd. That 
seemed to Le a big area of_ LlnU to k0ep in 
a be-\- a nee. In vestorda y' s .. f)aily l\rlail" he 
not!c. d tl1at th~ Govcn'mrent \\·ere t>xporting 
log timber to the South. \Yhat right had 
the Government to export log tirnbcr hen 
tlH \' talked about C'1nserving forests in 
Queensland. There were hundreds of men 
out of work in Quce1. •lanrl. and, instead of 
exporting the logs, they ehould have them 
cnt in Queensland and send the fbished 
article Snuth. There ,;-r,,, a slump in the 
timber trade at Jlfc'>cnt owing· to the royal­
ties charged by th~ department. The ro~·al­
tics did not come do•.-.-n \Yhrn other pncc, 
u1n1e do\vn. During the \Var the royalties 
-;··ere incroar;ed the sa.n1c as other things, 
and that "as quite right. bnt. now that the~· 
found that timber was almost ''ll un,aleable 
article in Qtwonsland, they should reduce the 
rovnlh· in symputh~l \\'ith the price for sn\Yll 

tim]J.,r. If they did that, they would giYc 
rnoro 0111ployn1ent to tir.jber Incn now out 
of work. It would also giY ~ more work for 
the r;1,il ;,yrr·, s, which v,rerc TIO\V running on a 
reduced scale. 

Th<c SmRETARY FOR PL'BL1C LAXllS: There 
are no royalties in (~ueensland to-day. 

2\Ir. \YALKER: They were commonly 
utliPd rovalties because that was a colonial­
ISlTI. Pei·hups it "·as an _\rnericanisn.L. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT'BLIC LA!'<DS : The 
Director is a good Australian, and he does 
n )t introduce Americn1isn1.''· 

:'v1L 1X ALKER : \\'ell, the/ could call it a 
lo,~y. All he L::nw\v \Yas, +hat the Fricc \Vas 
increase cl by 17s. or 18s. per 100 stlpedicial 
feet iu his district. They C(Juld see the 

price a 1nau \o;-ould h., YO to pay 
1.00) feet of timber to huild a 

c ~ no u ·f' T- e Di:·cctor :sitting 
c"',o-.~ n iu his office a11d thinking he 1..0uld 
( .!u':,- on Ly rec;•i,-int; inforrnation from any 
] ::uticular district. rr e had to look at the 
commercial side of tlli quos! ion. It was far 
Letter to reduce th royu lt:· 50 or 60 per 
cont. thun to allow · o many men to be idle. 
lll the Central .di~t_·ic~ the IJjrcc·7>Jr ]J- d 
nlrcady net .. ith a eertrrin amount of trouble. 
He should go into thn. district himself, and 
not tr,- to condnct affairs b:,- n1c:u1s of con·e­
spondencc. Thoro was a dilference of 
opinion between the men and those in 
charge, e.s he could tell by a letter ho (:VIr. 
\\' ulker) had received. The Government 
should talw some action in regard to the 
royalty question. 

The SECR~ rARY FOR PcBLIC LAl\DS : \\'hat 
YOU <~ll royalty wo ha'.·e reduced by Ss. per 
]!JO feet in the last fe1v n1onths. 

J\Ir. WALKER: If the Minister reduced 
it still more, it would be better for tho 
timbpr trade. The price should bo reduced 
in keeping with the price in the world's 
market. They had a! wa: s advocated that 
on the Opposition side, and, now that they 
had so many men depending on it for a 
living,, they had an opportunity to reduce 
the price and give employment to more men. 
He noticed the revenue made out of the 
forestry business last year amounted to 
£61,613. 

[Mr. Walker. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLIC LAXDS: \Vc arc 
keeping two townships going 111 your 
electorate. 

Mr. WALKER: He recognised all the 
good that there was in the report. But Hwy 
received a record revenue out o£ Queensland 
amoumin.; to £61,613, while the sum of 
£59,000 wa~ put back into Teafforcstation. 
It • ould be bdt:>r if the revenue re ceivcd 
was reduced by half, say, by £31,000, than 
have so many nwn idle. It would give more 
trade to the railways. ID regard to the 
St ,; ' s~•~wmills. although they came under· 
anoth, : vote, they were clmel.'' allied to the 
tin1ber lJU',iness. llc thought the State sa\V­
mill; should compete on fair lin•, with the 
kcal sa .. dui lis in purchasing timber, deliver­
ing timbPr, and fulfilling orders. If they 
did that, hon. members could sec which pro­
pc•,ition paid the best. He eonrrratulated 
the Director of Forests on the ··plendid report 
he had submitted. 

J\Ir. TA YLOR (TV i ~ d sor) : Of all the 
roportP that came before them the Forestry 
rcpmt was one of t.l'e be,t. That which they 

now had spoke of a number of 
[8.30 p.m] thing3 ha.-ing been accomplished 

and of \vhat watj going to be 
<eccomplished in the fntnre so far as their 
fer( ;;;ts \Yero concernc'cl. Forestry \vas an 
('nt orprisc that the Govcrnn1cnt rl ad a per­
ftet right to embark on, because, in the fust 
~>!acf', t}> Government ow-ned the necessary 
lo "ds. aud in the eccond place. private 
!•<•r,ons -.1oUld not wait fifteen or twenty 
yL·ars, or longcr, for a return. It \vas gratl.M 
f.1'iw.;- to see the progress that had boon made 
dnrinrr the last few years in this particular· 
_,ctiv1t,. 'I'he 1:"1inistC"r and the officers 
n·,'3oci<~tcd with the Fo1~cstry Depa.rtn1ent 
\HI'e to be Corwra cnla.tcd on the work thGy 
v ··re ·cloinrr. In the fir,t poJ;tion of the 
l'C'f Jrt hr; noticed that the department v·ere 
ro.nten1pbting the planting of ( 1mphor tree:;; 
in ord• that the importation of camphor 
might be slopped, and they might be able 
to produce the Cr'l..1np,hor -~vhich ~."as at prc·,cnt 
brought from ~~astern countrh: -;, 

He qui:0 agreed with the rrma,rks of the 
.110mbcr for Cooroora. 1vith l'06ard to 

cuL· ing .~nd hauling of the timber. ~£.1hat 
was a different n1attei· alto,;·0thcr, and the 
dt>p<trh.<.tr' :1t Dl!d the ~1ini steJ~ \vc;uld be well 
au·v·ised if thcv did not lrnmch out too 
much in that 'direction. \Vith regard to 
c .. <iting •1p t;::r,bcY before it l0ft the St>tte, 
\Vhe>n tb~j had an exp"1··tablo surplus the.': 
'T•crC? to r~ certain extent in tbe hand..s of the 
buyers, and, if the buyers insisted on h: .. ving 
il10 timb ,,. in the log tho:· h.:d to supply 
it in the lo::;. There mirrht be reasons for 
the prcferencu of th,· Southern buyers for 
Hw log. The mnin thing was to get bold 
of the busine3s and employ as much L•~boue 
ns they could in conn/~ction \vith the Forestry 
Jl0partmont. enlarge ih npe, a,nd supply 
the dema~1d;; of Auotralia, as far r.s they 
cunld. 

lie \vas 1athcr Rurpriscd to flee one ren1ark 
in the report. He had held tho idea that 
all sorts of 1Yaste lands cuuld be utilised to 
tt very grca.t extent in the production of 
the timber, but, according to the officers of 
ti-,c departn::ent, that was not the Gase. They 
said they wanted fairly Q'ood land ne ;tr a 
rRihvay, and it must have certain other con~ 
ditions boforP it could be util.iFcd suece·o:­
fullv in the production Df timber. He felt 
that had there been in existence thirtv years 
ago a policy in regar·d to forestry 'similar· 
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to that whi c;h v, as in existence to-day, they 
ould not l·,ave had to go to ~~merica for a 

loan. Probably in ten or fiftE:en years the 
taxfltion which pressed so heftvily upon the 
people now would he reduced considerr,bly. 

31r. MOO RE (A ubigny): Ho unrlerstood 
they wore building a wooden tramline into 
one- of the State forests to get the timber 
out. At the Y arraman :Vlill thev had built 
rr wooden tramlim,, hut it proved unsatisfac­
icry, and had to be taken out. It was found 
tn be far cheapN to put do,,n a lino of steel 
rnils. Vilhen they had the cx1wrienc,~ of a 
iarge mill like Yarraman, it seemed rather 
a stup'd thing to rept Lt tho mi .tako with 
OD(' Of th0ir Stato forests. He \Vanted to 
, ,ill attention t0 that portion of the report 
which showed that this industrY was su!Ier­
l!lg from exactly the s1,n1e troll ble as prac~ 
tiL rlly every other ind uetry-t ho enormous 
cost of :,roduction. At page 75, the report 
slated-

" In orcl0r to supply the annual needs 
in raw material of the timber industrv 
of Queensland, a rail side zone up to 20 
miles in width must he drawn upon. The 
ayera;o distance of road haulage is pr<Jh­
ably 10 mil0s and of reil freighting- 12'J 
miles. 'l'X'e aHrage cost of felling, haul­
ing, loading, and training logs from this 
~-':erago distance, at the rat~-::s. rnrrent in 
1920. was about 13·, 6d. per 100 super 
feet.~' 

That sccmNl trenwndously high. At the 
1: )ttorn Df the pago further light was thrown 
on the matter in the fo:lowing paragraph-

,, ..t\s tho price of tin1bcr rose. so ah-.) 
had harvesting :md m·,rketing eosb. \, 
the price of timber fell, howen~r, the 
costs of production remained flxed al 
th0 maximum attained. bv re:tson of the 
promulgation during -th0 year of the 
Arbitration Court a_\' ard for forestry 
employees. This av.-ard pre,cribcd that 
bt;ging tcarmters shcwld be paid a 
haulage rate which vcould return them 
£12 10. per working week." 

Th,-t was a pretty high rate. 

The S;;cm.T.\RY FOR AGRICl-LTcRE : Do yon 
li:r1ow thtJy are demt!.nding £5 a Jay in rny 
doctorate! 

;\Ir. MOORE: He did not doubt tl1ey wculd 
demand £10 a day if they thought they 
could get it. '\Vhero these high rates wore 
1 "id. it did not mean they workPd the whole 
oi the v·eck. The;, took a lo.1d in and then 
L 1d two or three drrys off. That, in a gr •. at 
mea,ure, 'vas callSing the high c'ost of timber. 
The report \Ycnt on to say, after the para­
c;raph hc> had first quot·:d-

,, To this sum must be added the 
purchase peice of the standing tree, 
usually rtyled -stun1pa.go or ro~ alty, and 
rcprcsen 1 ing the cost of reproduction 
It is snfc to say that the basic all-round 
cost of delivered lo!Y' to Brisbane mills 
was 16s. per 100 super feet. The market. 
however, offered only 12s. 6d. for knott : 
pine loge, or less than the average eoot 
of production." 

'\Yhen they found that the cost had gone up 
to snch an extent it was a n1oot point 
"·.hethee, with the short supplies of timber, 
it was good policy to make a fuss and sec 
that a very high duty was put on to prevent 
1 he American timber CJming in. 'l'he better 
pulicy would have been not to ha vo exploited 
the forests of the State to the fullest extent. 
but to have taken advantage of the foreign 

timber which v;as coming in to supply people 
who want0d to build a cheaper class of 
house. !\_ft,•r all. there would not be a 
great deal of surplus timber for many years 
in America, In the last Forec.try report 
it vvas E':-tirnat0d that in a few years ~4..merica 
»·ould not be abl0 to supply ib. own 
1 H1uiren1ents. 

When the.'· could get Ore ;:;on pine landed 
in Brisbane for 20s. per 100, it seeme·d rather 
a pity, >Yhcn the cost of produc•ion of their 
own timber was o high, that they did not 

the people hero to have the advantago 
that cheap timber, and at the same time 

conserve thoir own. In the previous report 
to the one they wero discussing, the director 
pointed out that the supply of titJlber in 
Quccmland would Hot last many year:' unless 
very exten.:;iye forestry operations were under­
taken. \\'hen they knew the condition of the 
building trade because of the high prices of 
lucal timber. it seemed that it would have 
be0n far better policy to use only sufficient 
of their Qucemland timber to make enough 
mone; for I·,,afforeatation purposes, and got 
the cheap timber from overseas while it 
lastc J. 'l'he•v would then have been in a 
hotter positi~n when the time came to use 
the State timber, when the cost of produc­
tion would have been lowered, and in the 
n'cantin1e it wonld ha,vc been a great .adyan­
tag·e to those who wanted to erect houses, 
and at tho sa1nc tin1e 'voukl h:.' ve conserved 
to a great extent the supplies o£ the Stato. 
\\'hen one considered that ihe price of timber 
in the log at Bri",bano was 8::;. 6r1. in June, 
1919, 25,, 6d, in June, 1920. 27s. 6d. in 
September, 1920, and 24s. 6d. in Jnne, 1921, 
they could understand how difficult it had 
been for people to build houses. And one 
mu<t rcmpmher that the Forf'•cn· Denart, 
nll'nt ,ya.s n,}t getting all tho .,~dYai1tago 'they 
would r'callc' appear lo he receiving. The 
people ~.rho 1ot the aJyantago \voro those 
who pnrchas;·l alT:ts of timber years ago at 
very low rat.~s; aEd the l1'orP::~try Dcpartrnr,nt 
~\~s. kec~ing r:ri~~ 4 up for th0n.1. 'rhe P1:i_cc 
1_

1 lXIl!g Cowml"'1loner, and not tho Srnvmi!J.3, 

::xccl the prices of timbN, and, if the Com­
l11j"Sjoner found that the price in tho log 
,. as I"'' cred, he calc'llated the price of h,rul­
age and ~o on and lowered tho prjr8 accord­
ingly. The difference between "·hat they 
callc·d roy·tlt'' or stumpage of 16s. and tho 
price of the log in Bri ,bane of 2·1' 6d. was 
Ss. 6d., and, if that took phce in regard 
to any other commodity, they would call 't 
proflteering. 

:ur. FoLU : iVhat about the loss of 40 per 
cent. that takes place? 

Mr. 1\IOORE : That made it even worse. 
That profit c,dded a very big increase to the 
price of a hou-0. H .cemed to him that the 
~orestry DepartnF'nt 'Yas rather gr-a ,,ping 
They made £51,000 last yeetr, and the people 
.,-ho wanted to build houses paid it. In 
yjp,v of the difficulty in securing housE-;, the 
slump in the building trade and the dirn 
effects of the Fair Renb .\et, he que .. tioncd 
whether it was wise for the department to 
go jn for a log-selling carnpaign, ·whon the 
profit was such a big one, He quite a,;rced 
that the report was a good one and the policv 
of the department was excellent, bnt th0v 
worked in Government style-they wanted to 
take everything and gi vo nothing, iNhere 
timber was hauled, the Forestry Department 
threw all the onus of the upkeep of roads 
on the shire Col!ncils; they forgot the amount 

JJf r. 111 oore.] 



l64G Suppty. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

of datnage that vYas done. 
which he bclonr;ed had a 
trouble. 

The council to 
great deal of 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: \Ve have 
treated them very generously. 

Mr. l'.IOORE: Th<'y were always hearing 
of the gencrositJ• of the Government; but he 
had never been able to discoYer it. Some 
years ago £7,000 was put on the F<timates 
for assistance to councils in making roads, 
but they ne1·er got a penn" of it. When the 
State forests bc .. amc a commercial proposi­
tion, their council put on 1:1cn to 1nako a 
road, but tlwy were told it was none of their 
bueinc·.s, although, when the" had got all 
the timber off, tlwy said, " I\ow you might 
go en with it." The explanation was that 
previously they lud allowed to the counc'\s 
a portion of the timh'r on the roads the J 
made to compon·-ate 1hom. The ratepayers 
did not get any advantage out of a purely 
timber road; the teamsters only benefited. 
It was all very well t-J point to the number 
of b ams. and c.dculato the wheel t ex that 
might bo cJllected. His expcriPnce of ccl­
lccting a wheel tax from their timber haulers 
had not been a very happy one. They were 
most diflicult men to catch. In aclu,cl experi­
<·nce one got about 10 per cent. of the revenue 
he cx:pcrtcd. In vic\Y of the revenue the 
Forestry Dcparhncnt received, it \vas onJ .. fair 
that the:· should see that the purely timber 
roads were 1naintained, or allov.r a certain 
amount to the councils to do it. 

l\Ir. CORSER (Bu.·nctt): He was very 
plca:";d to hear the remarks of the hon. 
111en1ber for Aubigny. He thought it only 
right that thl• rcyenue from forestry, particu­
lar!;· \vhcn retun:Jd colclicr, \YCre employed 
in the service, should go t::Jwards re-estab­
bhing their forests. In 1919-20 their revenue 
from forc•ts was £123,048, of which £70,000 
was reinvested in fore-try, whilst in 1920-21 
the revenue wa•· £165.000. of which only 
£50,0)0 ·.,·as spent in r<'afforestation, The 
sum of £60,000 wa' granted by the Common­
\Ycalth Government to the Forestry Branch 
to be l!tilis0d in the repatriation of returned 
~oldie-1·~. 

T,Ir. FRY: Did they spGlld it? 

:\ir. CORSER: ="o, onlv 70 per cent. of it 
\\"aS spent. vYh at had the Government done 
with the other 30 per cent.? 

1\lr. FoLEY: Have a look at page 88 of 
the report. 

Mr. CORSER : The hon. gentleman should 
look at his new communistic platform. 'l'hey 
krww pedcctly well that in the platform 
that was adopted here about a fortnight 
ago--

The CHAIDMAK: Order~ The hon 
i!'Cutleman must discuss the vote for the 
Forr•stry Dr.mch. 

1\Ir. CORSER: He thought it would v,ssist 
the. Forestry Branch, became they would 
haYe fon·3tR gTo\ving up \vhere once poor 
settlers tried to live. Only 70 per cent. of 
the money that had been supplied by the 
Comt~Jo1nrcalth Governn1ent haU been 
l.tiliscd. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS : You arc 
entirely wrong. 

Nfr. CORSER: Urgent formtry works had 
heen undertaken in doing -a little reaffores­
tation, fixing up roads to their new forests, 
<'nd the organisation of forests in the plant­
ing of trees, and routine work. That was 

[Mr. Moore. 

unrlc:·takc·'r with the money adYanccd. He 
• ... Lnted to know from the :Ylinister what had 
bccom0 of tht• balance of the moncv which 
had ul_ ,_n supplied Ly the ConllllOllWLU.:dth for 
a ~p....:cific pnqJose, 

~\ ~r. FRY: \Vera they lnYc.,ting the money 
dcnvod as revenue fron1 forcstrv in forcstrv 
or \.vas it goi11g into roYcnuc '? ~ '"' "' 

1\fr. COHSER: The sum of £165,000 was 
received in revenue last year, and they 
found that :8110.000 w:ts not pl<u~:d back in 
tlwir forest,. 'l'he Minister had taken a 
particul,tr intcrect in forestrv, 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:nLIC LAKDS: £110,0CO 
was put back. 

Mr. CORSER: The sum of £160,000 was 
the amount of rcYonue for the year 1920-21, 
and £50.000 was reinn steel in the foreste. 
\'\hat ha cl become of the bfLhnce? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: It was 
put into consolidated revenue. 

Mr. CORSER: \Vas it not far better that 
tlnt money should be invested in their 
forest,," It would be an advantage to the 
State, instead of trying to n1ake a business 
out .of the sale o£ the tiu1hcr. In his rli.,trjet 
they had a huge forest at Good Night, and 
it cost an arnount of n1oncy to keep that 
place clear of pear. The first year it cc.st 
£27, the second year £107, and now, he 
und0rstood, they had 'L\VO mLn permanently 
employed, and they were erecting fences to 
keep the p-·rrr out. All this was a cost to the· 
State. The Good Night scrub was a good 
pine s~rub. They had 429,000,000 acres of 
bnd in Queensland, of "·hich only 4,000,000 
rrcrcs were s0t aside for forest reserves or 
for rHtfforc:;tation. The population of 
c:ucensland was a bout one ]lercon to the 
square mile. In other countries of the world, 
wher<J th0y had 300 people to the square 
mile, they found a very much greater amount 
of ti1nbcJ· land-private, n1unicipal, and 
State lrrndo-resened for forestrc-. 

Mr. Du"STAK: Your supporters ask that 
the r0-2n ,•s be cut up for settlement. 

:\Jr. CORSER: No. The r-_sen·es that 
the Gov-crnrnent had been asked to cut up 
\YCre rc..;orve~ thrt \~:ere, in the 1nain, 1110re 
adapted for immediate settlement. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: In whose 
opinion? 

:\Ir. CORSER: In the opinion of those 
who had some sense. 

The TREASl'RER: You will agrt'e that the 
forestry experts are tho best judges. 

Mr. CORSER: That miQ:ht be. What 
about the railway experts? The Govt'rnment 
survPyed a raih1 ay through the Good Night 
Scrub and then locked up the scrub. 

M:r. FRY : The Forestry Act is out of date. 

Mr. CORSER : The Gonrnment con­
Ftructcd the railwaY to Kalliwa and then 
locked up the r<>serve in the Good Night 
area. A matter that was worth mentioning 
to the Minister was the young timber estates 
to which, in time, the1· must look to be the 
large estates. When the Gov-ernment con­
structed a new railwav lino they required 
sleepers, and to-day there \Yas a system of 
cutting slr-epers and bringing them to the 
railway s;dings in thom tnds to be sawn. 
On most of the railway lines they found 
young, strai«ht timber that would not split 
heini!' brought in which would be beautiful 
timber in the future, and that class of 
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timber was being split down the centre and 
used for sleepers which really should be pre· 
served to be big and useful timber in the 
very near future. That was a matter worthy 
of cnn::;idcratin:n l.n- the 11inistcr and the 
Fore~tr' Bra.nch-t~ ::.ec ·hhcther thcv wGre 
~c;:,tro:nng too rnuch. of tL.;i,r yoyn_g, s'tra}~l;t 
t-:_Inber and good non-barK tn:nber. I .tns 
tirnbcr wa'~ bein~:, brought ir:to the r::dhY~l~~ 
station., and being sawu into halve·~ for 
slP<']Jcrs. The be ;t timber they could possibly 
ha,·o was near the railwavs. If the Govern· 
nwnt \\-ould give rnore cOnsideratiou to the 
future of the timber industry than to th<eir 
cmnmm1istic platform, it would be far better 
for everybody. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT.:RE 
(l-Ion. W. 1\. Gillie,, J,'acham): The hon. 
n:em ber for Cooroora had voiced the Ol.Jinion 
that only a few members of the Committee 
had given "-'Y attention to the question ol 
forestry, and that outside the Hou'e those 
who kuew anything about forestry 1.-. ere prac­
tically confined to the ordinar} bushmen. As 
one of the ordinary bushmcu, he rocc for the 
purpose of congratulating the Sccr~tary for 
l'ublic Lands and the Director of Foresb 
rmd his staff on having at this late hour in 
the history of the State made some attempt 
to stop the S<-J.ndalous waste of tin1ber a'!'""'ts 
and to place on a sound footing the 
rcafforcstation of the State. 'l'hero were ono 
Oi' hvo hon. me1nbcrs, particu1ar1y tho hon. 
member for Leichhardt and the :\Iinist2r, 
who had paid more than passing attw1tion to 

the t.iuc·.tion of r0afforestabon, 
[10 p.m.] as shown by their cpecchcs. The 

sranda!ous waste which had b3en 
carried on by pa. . .,t Governments, not only 
in Queensland, but in other States of the 
Con1mon\vealth, n1ado it necr·~.;sar\ to take 
st·_'ps to prevent stv·h \Yasto in futuro 
a.nd to do son1eth-ing for po~~tcl'ity. Ttoy 
vvcr8 not like t.he Tory politician who said, 
"'Damn posterity! \Vhat has posterity done 
for me ?n They realised that, vvhe-n it took 
from fifty to a hundred years to grow some 
of their valuable ti1nbers, it was due to 
posterity that they should spend some of the 
n1onc_·y derived frmn fore,try in p:anting the 
troes for posterit~,~, because tho timber of tho 
State was the people's asset. \Vhcn cord was 
taken out of the ground there was nothicg 
left in its place, and the same applied to all 
their mineral wealth; but that did not apply 
t•J timber. Every man who took a stick of 
timber away from a forest should put a stiek 
in its place. That was the law ln European 
countrico. As ono spe,kcr had said, com­
pared with otht:r countries; Australia \va~ not 
a timber country, as some people imagined. 
There was nrv little timber in .\u"tralia 
compared with" otl1• r countrit'S. That was 
!he reason why the Secretar,, for Public 
Lands was to be congratulated on attempting 
to prescrYe and make ~5ood use of somo of 
the , aluable timber that had been left by 
Tory Govr:rnmcnts. The ho11. member for 
Cooroora had T'Jintcd out that it was neceo­
san- to examine some of the State forest 
reservb with a view to throwing some of the 
land open for selection. It was a most diffi­
cult question. That was \vhy he wanted to 
congratulate the Secretary for Public Lands 
upon having the courage to stand up and 
sa:- that some of the land which politicians 
would like to have thrown open for settle­
ment slwuld be retained for the people. An 
important forester who came to this country 
to report on South Australian forestry 
pointed out that all Governments in A us-

tralia had wasted timber, but h~ sr1id that 
the Queensland Govcnunent \\as the \vorst of 
the lot. because of their scandalous waste of 
the softwood timbers on the coast of Queens­
land. That same gentleman, when inspecting 
thL forest lands in Victoria, wa:o snockcd at 
the large nurnber of hardwood treo:s destroyed 
in Gipr;sland, and ho said that no doubt the 
GoY('rnrnrnt of the da"':~ 1naclo a boa,,t, about 
the land being thrown open for sdection. He 
found tlw.t the land ;, a, thrown open at 30s. 
ar, acre, and all that remained after ten or 
t» clve years was the gaunt trunks of hard­
\\ood trcu. On a consenative ectimate, the 
land \'- ould have been worth from £100 to 
£150 an aPre for the ti111bf:,r alone. The 
"dcctor had put up a hut and cut the timber 
and then deserted the place. He simply rose 
to congratulate tho Mini.:Jtor, and to ask 
members on both sides of the Chamber, not 
r lliy to 'Upport the Minister, but also the 
Di r<>ctor of Forests, who wa' an enthusiast 
in his work. Realising as he did that the 
natural ben:_ Of the politician was to urge 
t'_at land should be thrown open for selec­
tion, he asktxi hon. n1ombcrs on both sidos to 
support the Minister and the Director of 
Forests in doing what they wore doing to 
promote forestry in the State. 

Question put r.md passed. 

LA~D COURT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. Il. CoyJ1(', Warrcgo) moved-

" That £3,834 be granted for ' Land 
Court.''' 

There wa' a slight increase of £829. 'I'here 
was an increase of £350 for travelling 
oxpens~,; of the court, and of £150 for post­
age, telogran1s, and incich·ntals. and £150 for 
railw.:ty fares and freights, printing, store'3, 
eic. 

Question put and pas,.ed. 

SURVEY OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(lion. J. H. Coyne, lVarregu) moved-

" That £95,712 be l!ra.1ted for ' Survey 
OII-ico.'" 

There was a decrease of £3,013 on last year's 
vote. 

Question put and passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS (SUBDIVISION). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, H'arrego) moved-

" That £19,188 be granted for ' Miscel-
laneous Services (Subdivision).' " 

There was a net decrease of £1,257 in the 
,-ote as comnared with last vear. There was 
all increa_Jo- in connection ,.;,ith prickly-pear 
dc•truction of £1,000. They had to pay about 
£40 per ton to the ~11ines Department to 
;,.akc up the balance of the cost of the arsenic 
which was sold to the farmers to help them 
to destroy the pear. 

J\lr. CORSER (Burnctt): With regard to 
the item for prickly-pear, the Minister 
claimed that the amount was to compensate 
the Mincq DePartment for the arsenic that 
they sold to fhe farmers. They knew that 
th~ arsenic mine was closed down, and that 
they were not likely to sell so much arsenic 
this ypar. The Home Secretary, when the 
Estimates cf his depart.nent w.Te under 

Afr. Go-;c,·. 
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discussion. apolDgiscd for the smallness of the 
YDte for prickly-pear, and said that the Lands 
Department was going to subsidise the local 
authorities. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I did not. I said 
we were going to spend money on prickly­
pear destruction. 

Mr. CORSER: Did the hon. gentleman not 
load them to understand that it was gDing ID 
be the function of the Lands Department, 
and not Df the Home Department? 

The Ho:,m SECRETARY: No; you know I did 
not. 

Mr. CORSER: The State Arsenic Mine 
was not likely tD produce so much nrsenic 
since the department had been compe!le.:l to 
bruncl the ar6'-'nic and guarantee it to be 98 
per cent. 

The CI-L\IRl\L\N": Order! I hone the hon. 
member is not going to di -cuss- the State 
Arsenic Mine. 

Mr. CORSER: As soDn as they had to 
guar,,ntee the ar •. enic thcv clo ed down. The 
department had big stocks of arsenic on hand, 
bu:; it would not be sD easy to brand it 98 
pe~e cent. He would like to know whether 
tlw department paid £40 a ton for the 
arsenic whln it was only 14 per cont '! 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR PTIBLIC L\~OS: :'-Jo. \No 
wore paying £13 then. 

Mr. CORSER: Then tho dopartmC>nt was 
paying tDo much. 

Mr. GLF.DSO)l (l ps _;)ich) : Tho Secretary 
foe Public Lands should endeavour to ascer­
tain ~mne rncans of d0;:;troying prickly-pr~ar 
in addition to a'"sisting the farmer~ to dctroy 
1v:~ar b~,~ supplying arsenic. If ~-he n1ine at 
Jibbcnbar lwd boon closed down. as Uw hon. 
member for Bm·nett sad, th• fact remained 
tbat the dq=-•1rtn1cmt wa6 P'tpplying farLler.::; 
with arsonic at :S10 lon hen they hqd to 
pay £80 a ton for it outside-. If the O,lpo­
sition were in power, in tcad {)£ clearing land 
of prickly-pear, tlwy won!,] allow the country 
to be overrun with pri -::kly-pca r. It waR all 
ver_v ,-ell to talk about rJec, ring pear: but, 
if they went into an:v of tho lor:al authority 
areas, thcv 'vould find t·hat in manv instances 
the road-) V \VDrC oven·un \Yith pea~·. 

Mr. J. H. 1'. RoBERr: And so are thA 
Governnwnt reserves. 

Mr. GLEDJO:-.J: Very likely Le Govcr:J­
ment rcS('l'Y'S were full of pear, too. Bow 
wore the Govemment 'oing to clear the 
rcs~~rvos of pear? 

Mr. ELPHINSl'ONE : The1' arc plenty of 
unemploye-d -and tons of arfenic available. 
Put the unemployed on. 

Mr. GLEDSON : Perhaps they would be 
able tD put the hon. member for Oxloy on 
tD the work of clearing pear. Vv'hcn the 
National party were in pm'< or, th, ,, put th~ 
unomplDyed on to clearing ]War at 3s. 9d. a 
day, and the workers got eo full of prickles 
that, ''hen they had fin"bcd. they had to 
comB to Brisbane and go into the hospital. 
If hon. members of the Opposition had thr·ir 
way, they wDuld have made no attempt to 
supply t:he farmers with poison to clear the 
pear. On the Downs many of the '·electors 
who had taken up prickly-pear country had 
endeavoured to clear the pear, and they bud 
found that the onlv euccef :ful method was to 
roll the pear and then plough it in. and put 
the land under cultivation. (Oppo<ition 
laughter.) Tho selectors up there wanted 
some means of rolling that pear so that they 
would be able to plough it in. (Renewed 

[.ilf r. Corser. 

laughter.) The other night so:ne hon. mem­
ber asked, "Why this hilarity? " and he 
asked why this -hilarity v·hen they wore deal­
in:.~; whh priddy-pear, which was one of the 
greatest pests they had in Queensland? 
(Contimwd Opposition laughter and inter­
ruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! 
Mr. GLEDSON: The tcJombcre of the 

Oppo;.;ition could only laugh '.vhen they \Ncro 
dealing with the bread and Gutter of those 
men who had to make a li'. ing on the 
prickly-pear selections. (Opposition la ug·htcr.) 

The CHAIRMAK: Order, order ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: Somo nwmbers of the 
Opposition were going to overcome the pest 
b_· rolling it, and they made a very nic·~ 
roller: but, when they got the horses to shift 
it, tbf '' fmmd theY could not shift it with a 
team of bullocks. .That was the way thcv had 
been attempting to mislead tlw farmers in 
ronn('ction with the bn3illEoS~. f-IP \Vou1d ask 
th, Secretary for Public Land, to take no 
noti~o of the Opposition jn connection \vith 
their criticism of that Yob. (Interruption.) 

The CH.\IRMAN: Or.Jer! I would ask 
hon. members on my left to obey my call. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: The pDplc of the country 
would be quite satisfied as to the < laoc of 
rrwn tlwy had on the Oppo·jition benches 
when it \V<lS known they could do nothing 
huL lan~·h and giggle when a vote that 
;-·ficrtcd tho "Bttlcn1ent of the country \Y{~S 
nr..der discuf:sion. 

J\lr. :"IZER: You will laugh yourself when 
yoH rend your pl'oof. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Ho could take the hon. 
mcm_lH~r to a farm to-d r·,~ where they were 
plou c;hing prickl:v-p• ar il1, and y;;ere. rloing 
it ..;nr{ ~fully. That was the only \Vay in 
which could succc.-·;fuliy rope with the 
pC"'t. 

Mr. J. H. C. lloBERTS: You must have 
ee(•n that at Balgowan. 

::vir. GLEDSO);: Ye•,. he ha-d eec·n it at 
Balgowan. _A su~gcstion wa" made to h.i1n 
h a n:tnrnC'd soldier that the Government 
,;ionlcl obtain some of the hnks that v.ore 
u .~d on the "'eotem front in order to eo pP 
with the prickly-pc Llr pest. Those tanks 
would be ablc'to go through the prickly-pear 
eountry and crush it down, and, aft,·r thE' 
pctr ,~·as rru~ hed in that manner. it woulrl 
bG poc ible to get on to the land and plough 
thr~ pe ·u in. 

1\lr. ELPHIXSTOXE: The new Minister for 
Prickly-pear! (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: It was far better to be 
doing something to hrlp the Secretary for 
Public Lands in his efforts to cope with that 
pest than to be stuck in cement like the hon. 
member for Oxley. (Laughter.) In connec­
tion with the Public Estate Improvement 
Fund, he not.ice-d there was " reduction of 
£2,0CO. They wanted to see the public estates 
improYed and money spent on them to keep 
them up to the mark. He hoped the Minister 
would sec that the £4,000 asked for the 
dl--1-ruction of prickly-pear "as spent to assist 
the farmers despite' the adverse criticism of 
those who were supposed to represent the 
furrners. 

Mr. MORGAN (]furilla) : The hon. mem­
bor for Ipswich might know something about 
coal, hut he displayed his ignorance when he 
was dealing with prickly-pear. The hon. 
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member talked about the manufacture of 
arsenic as being the onlc thing to destroy 
the pear, and then he C·~id that the only way 
to destroy it was to plough it in. ::\fotwith­
standing the fact that ar,wnic was sold by the 
Government for £10 per ton, they could never 
clear the prickly-pear \;ith iL In 1915, 60.95 
per cent. of tho prickly-pear selectors fulfilled 
the conditions, but last. year only 39 per cont. 
wer0 fulfilling the conditions, and 52 per 
c"n' had complete!:· failed to full\! the con­
ditions, while 3.8 per cent. were doubtful. 
Th tt showe-d that less selectors ''ere fulfrlling 
the condit-ion.> to-day. It was not th·· fault 
of the legislation that the pear conditions 
w-,re not being fulfilled. As he had said on 
a former occrcsion, even if \Yater W'ould 
destroy the pear and the. eprayed \\aier on it, 
ic ,.:ouid not pay t-o get the water to do it. 
They ··.ould have to n'tionalisc the prickly­
pear question. At the prc ... ent time the 
prickly-p·::ar selectors vn ;_·e forfeiting their 
eoelections and t.cking up the land again under 
or upation license. The Secret-ar--c· for Public 
Lands ,,·as dealing sympathetical!:: with the 
prickly-pear selectors) as he was ::tllo\ving; 
them to take up the land under occupation 
lie one so a c .. to save their improvements. 
::Yiember."· opposite told the Minist.er to be 
strict and insist on the conditions being ful­
f,Jlcd, but the .:VIinibter was administering the 
Act re,· onabiy aPd fair!:;· in the interests of 
tolw sel.dors. The prickly-pear question 
.s:~ould be a national undert,,king, and they 
should create buffer areas and prevent it 
from spreading further. The time might 
come when science would come to their aid 
and produce something which would destroy 
the pear. The Government were advancing· 
o£2,000 per year for this, but it. would be 
bettc•r if they a-dvance-d £10,000 per year for 
the purpose. They might be able to intrD­
ducr) some disee:tse '-vhich V'lould work "\Vhilo 
they wcro slc"ping, and destro:/ thP pear. 
It \vould cos~ J~20,000,000 to clear all thco pear 
in Queensland, and perhaps up to £50,C00,000. 
H' \Yould willingly vote to create three 
St in Queensland for the puq'lose of sav-
ing rest of QucBnsland from the pear 
me !lace. Southern Queensland \\'as alrr:1cly 
too far gc.,.n0 under pLar, but th''Y could save 
the centre and North be· creat-ing new States, 
and they would then introduce now Lnd law, 
whicl1 would keep the pear from s;'lreacling 
northward. Th-·l'•J V\ .re 30,000,000 a'ru 
infested in Qm'ensland, and it ''as time th 1t 
the Government started t-o create buffer areas. 
They wa,tcd a lot of time debatin:s unimpor­
bnt matters, acld it was tim · they tackled 
the qu .,.tion of preventing the ,o]Hcad of pear. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (ltano 11JO) : He could not 
allow thr; vote to go throu~h without discuss­
ing such an important CJUP _,tion as Gho destnh­
tion of prickly-pear. The quc~tion ~N-ould 
have to be taken in har,d bv t-he Government 
to prevent further arL.1J b~corning infested. 
They saw from the report of the Lands 
Departlnent that the penr w;, s spreading up 
the Dawson Valley. It was necessary t-o 
devise some n1eans t.o prevent the vcar frou1 
spreading further. 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRl\IAN said: lTnder the pm­

visions of Standing Ordee Xo. 306, I will 
now leave the chair and 1nake mY report to 
the House 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR;11AN reported progress. 
The reeumpti-on of the Committe'' was made 

a.n Order o[ the Day for to-morrow, 
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\VANT OF CO::\'FIDE:'<CE 1\TOTION. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I ri'e to move-
" That the Government does not 

j}O' ""'"' the confidence of this House or 
of the electors of Queensland." 

(Loud and continuous G-overnment laughter.) 
0PPOSITIOc-; lYlEofBERS : Hear, hra;· ! 

. Mr. VOIVLES: \Vhen rnatterq of grave 
1mportanco are brought before this Chamber 
t11o clown element which sits on the back 
se .t opposite. always eeems to asse1·t itself. 
! t rs nearly time that good order was prac­
tised in this House; and I ask you, Mr. 
SpeakGl·, to see that these gentl'·mon-honour­
ablc by Act of Parliamont~L-,havo them­
selYes. This is sin1ply "dirc,3t action" 
taken. \Vi~h a Yie,v to intin1idating n1en1bc'rs 
on tlus s1do of the House. 

In moving this motion, I a:k hon. gentle­
men in thio Chamber, 011 both sides, to deal 
Y\ ith the rr)attar dispassionately. 

J\'Ir. BREXXAN: Hovv can they? 

].Ir. ..-YOY\'LES: I wa·· vcr",~ astonished 
yc,torday to see the attitude the Premier 
himself adopted, the levity with which the 
Ltotion \'. ,ts rcceiYed, and the cat-calls that 
cam(l frorn a rertain qnartcr. \Ve have 
1·C\a,rd a !ot to-night abotlt a "buffer area.n 
Thoro is one bench over there th>tt is bccom­
irg a "buffoon area," and the eooner hon. 
gentlemen realise it th0 beHcr. The matters 
wi~h which we are d·?a!ing to.night are 
s·•rions. n1attcrs. The Government are on 
their trial. The pcoplo of Queensland are 
watching our efforts to try and instil common 
F; nse into mernbers ,;·ho sit opposltc. I ask 
the:n to dea.l 1"ith the matters ''- e propose 
to -di"cuf's to-ni.~ht, not from a party point 
of vie\v, not from a p2rsonal or political point 
0f view, but in n general way as citizons 
c.f Queensbnd, and to rcJ.li.-. .-e that the partv 
\Yho are in power to-night do not rcpresen<t 
a majority of the pco1plo of Queensland. 
The members who sit on this side of tho 
C'h1..n1l1Cr happen to nnn1ber o~1e lc'"s, never­
tbele~:.J they ropn=-"""ent a r,1ajority of the 
pc ·•plc in the country: and \VB have always 
lHlL~crstood tf.r.t in a d~ "110C'i~n::y the voice of 
th·, nnjority should emmt. 

'Tho TRESiJRER: Hoc·· do vou make out 
tk t you re-present a n1~1jnr~i;y? 

l\Ir. VO\YLES: On this side of the House 
v:c repres.ent a bout 20.000 electors more than 
hon. gent!,~m -u on the of her si,clf'. I :)ro­
posp to ck•a] v-ith this rnnttfT under ccrl-"lin 
headings. 

The fir,t charge I make ag.cinst this Go­
" ::::rnmtnt is-

" That the Govemment has forfeitrd 
the confidence of thi.s Hou.··e and of the 
electors of Oueensbnd bv reason of i' 
polic:r of State enterpris'''• w.hich 1s 
occasioning such disastrous lees to the 
State c,nd ll curtailmLnt of that individual 
or priyate ent<::r 'n·]·,,..., \.'\Th~,ch is SJ • ,, ,_.:-ntial 
1n the dcv0lopmPnt o! QtH>,•n.~!ard." 

I\Ir: BREK;>;AX: You told us that about b'O 
r. onths ago. 

I.1r. YO'.','LF:S: I think it must be realised 
that almost every venture that this Govern­
mort have embarked upon has been a huge 
failure and has bren the n1ea.ns of losing 
vast s:.nns of Inoney, not tho proporty of the 
GoYcrnn1cnt but the property of the people, 
ior whom they are trustees; and their policy 
c: St<rtc enteq)rises should cease. If you 
look to what has occurred in connection with 

JJ,·. Vow!es.J 
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Clll raihvav,,, ,_,hic-h i3 on;: of the Creat enter­
prises. Fine~\ the ; <lvc nt of this GO, ernment, 
v-_~u wiJl find wP have an ar.cnrnuhted deficit 
~·l £6,660,000. 'l'ho Government cl id not he •d 
the warnings Yrhich haYo bc2n giv0n in tlw 
pa.st by the .Auclitor-Goneral and the Com­
missioner for R.aihv·a~'J. and, n a rc-·ult. 
t!-Iis deficit is yearly 1;ef'01lling hig~cr; and 
for the ypq,r und':'1: rcviL ;v it has re::c~1·_·c1 
ih hig-Ilcet amount-in the ncighbom·hoocl o{ 
£1,750,000, 

If von anal:·so the State stations you will 
find thov aro in a deplorable cundition, I 
propose 'to dca.l 'ith them at greater length 
at a later period of my speech. Althon.e;h 
\VG arc finishing a hurry-up session 1ve have 
rot had at om· disposal up to the pnscnt 
tl., nccc··BD ry matcri J-thc rcportJ of the 
Auditor-General and of thf' C0mmissione1· 
for rrcade-in ronncction 1vith St .to enter~ 
price•, in order that we may deba.to the 
pDsitio::_: in thi;;; I-Iov,:~. \Vo kno\V that the 
r\nditor-Gclloral, in his ropoh dealing with 
rbe pl'C\Tious finarcial ye:,r, rnade some 
Ct1nstic criticisn1s about the \vay in 
certain re -ults had been obtaineO in C')nne~~ 
tion itb State st, tion:-;. He char;-~ed file 
GoYcrnn1cnt ~.vith ha.vinrr fabiHcc: th. ir bool.:s, 
vvith haYiHg- plan'd an infLtted value on 
stoC'ks. c\!li[cj: .. Jdyl to bring about tho 
dcsi red rc,.u]L 

The Pw:·"'nER: I-Ie made no Pnch charg-e. 

Mr. Y0\1, LES: The _\nclitor-Gencral told 
n~ distinctlv th:'t ,~he GoYcrninL'nt inflated the 
'"" lue-- of · their stock to the extent of 
£40,000. 

The PREMIER: "What did the Auditot· 
Genz:n I say "bout you? 

:VIr. VOWLES: Tho Auditor-General sa.id 
that about the Government. I told the hon. 
t;·entlernan the Dther nig'ht \\hat I thcught 
about the _.:'l_uditor~Goncral's criticisn1 cf 1110, 

~,ncl about the pre-Aent \vh1ch th~ hon. gentle­
roan n12de to him-1vhich I considered was 
indecent, considering the rclatior;,hip that 
cx:i•ts bctv.'een the \uditor-Uencral and the 
Govcrnn1ent. But I an1 dl !.ling to-night 
'vith thjs sta.tc-n1cnt in connection \vith thLsc 
State onterpri -eo. He told U· di>tinctl;' there 
should have been a Ios· of £40.000, because 
ti!Cy credited thcmeelv<' with that sum, and 
that the" ha-d inflated the v due of the stock 
npon th~ir stations. In ordinary busi_ness it 
rDnst bo realised that e·,.cr:: p:1storahst ha.s 
h:1d to reduce the value of his stock by from 
40 per coat. to 50 per cenc. \Ve arc very 
anxious to know on \\'hat bn ls the Govern­
ment have valued their as:'Ot"> during the 
Jr,s\ fin'lncial c·ear, what deprecia-tion th, 
have chugcd "thomsoh-oo, m1d what is the 
number of stock they are suppo,·cd to have. 
I propoce to show that one of their inspectors 
in the l'.forth has reported to the Government 
that in the Guli area the0 are 50,000 head 
uf stock short. That is on rec,)rd in thci r 
d<·partmcnt, and, when I a ked for a Com­
n1i2sion to inquire into that and ct:hor rna:..~er(_, 
re. ·_:ntly, I ~,'·as rcfu·~od it. 

I think the historv of the State butchers' 
shors is prctt0· well knoyyn by the public 
tu-clay, 'l'hey show a credit balance on 
paper, but that cre-cltt b;·,]ance has been 
a.rri vod at bv n1anipulating stock values and 
by bringing stock from tho State otations into 
the State butchcl·&· shops at ,; n:rluced value. 
\Vc h-'ve proved that c.mc!usively as far rrs 
the Charleville shop is concerned. -we 
sr.owed there that the stock was charged in 
the book3 of the .State butcher's shop Jt £9 
10s., and they were the very stock for which 

[ 1J.f r. V owles. 

th '" had been 
D1Ualah. -~, hirh 
I:1 >thee ,T,·ord·~. the.\ wen• debiting the State 
etotions ''itl1 the diffcycnco between £9 10 
nnd £14, and acceptiw; t.he b~nefit of it in 

butcher shop tr"Lnsactiono, in order to 
up t~ rJt 1·cn bJ·int·'3S. 

Tt i3 k~wwn that the fish shops have been a 
trcn1cndona drag upon the dcn:ntincnt~ and 
l hcct tho business is pra.cticaily to be closed 
up. 

1'h9 Chillagoo smelters, as (li8r-l<' ed in the 
Auditor~Gen0ral's report.. _.howecl a loss 
]as:O yo:n of £48,000. EYcry dcpartm•'nt 
tlutt they run as a State cntcrpris.c, with 
the c"'Iccphon of the Insurance Office, has 
been a ghastly failun', a:!,; yet, i>1 the face 
of this experience, th0y are perpetuating 
t"hcse rnisLtkcs and pcrn1ittin-r tho public 
fnncls thns to be squandered. Every Stah~ 
stutiDn and other rnt:'rprise \Yhlch comes 
into cornpetition \vith tho legitin~n~;o entrr­
pri~-' o£ rn·i,T:t~: indi..-idu,'ls is a n1ist:1ke a~~d 
,-,n 0xcc:~s of the govcrL~Incntal powers of n, 

Shte, ,'l. GoYermncnt is intend cl to go\ d'n 
and not to trade-(Oppor,ition members: 
Hear, hear !)-and, if it goc OLlt-.ide those 
functions and by trading clof:CS down the 
business~~..; nf private 1ndiYirluaL, and if 
it al,.D runs those trading concerns at a. 
]os'. it is doing a double harm to the com­
nn:tnity. 

I propose to pass from that to the ,.cco;;_; 
he;, cc--

•: The i1nposition of burdcnso!ne taxa­
tlon tq hahnre e-'>-~'•'' _.1..-e cxpenditnrc. 
thereby crippliJlg trade and o1terprise, 
untl the gcn~raJ il'rcsponsibility which 
h.-.s ~urrounded its finr-ncial adrninistra~ 
tion." 

()pp):'ITIOX l\_I~-:\lE7::RS: IIc._Lr. he£\r! 

cvlr. VO\VLES: There is Eo need fur me 
tr, go into detail ,\?;ain on their financial 
adntinistration .. \V c discus~.' c1 it on a previous 
motion and on the .Financial St."temcnt, but 
i'c i·, juot. as well again to record the fact 
i hat iH 1914-15, 10: o r< civc l b\· wav of direct 
taxation £8f 0 ,000, <1nd through tfwir exces­
siYe t;1xation that duount last c.~car was 
rai8ed to £3,6~~.C42. In 191.!~15, "the Tory 
Guver.t.:.lneLt) as they call it. r.::.-c-':ived by way 
of re-:· Jnne £7,202,000, ·which y.·as a record 
revenue up to that ti1n-c, .:nd concluded the 
, car \Yith- a ,_,urplus, aft"'r a :-nrie3 of sur­
plu;;,e·. r_rhe revenue rccciYrJ lust financial 
ye r as £12,601,000 in ronnel numbers, or 
>. differcnf'e of £5.338,000. Last year the 
expenditure fron1 all sources, revenue, loan, 
und trust fund'\ \Yas £21,50C,l :n. and yet \\ o 
hr ve rcrord une1nployn1ent and rniscry in 
tho Stato Qf f2uecnsland. La ·,t year, too, we 
rcceivt)d revenue in C'xccc_s of thE~ e"_tin1ate 
of the Treasurer to the extent of £704.000, 
and e-xpended out cc it £4·1,), 704. After 
allowing for cc 'tain credits in respect of 
previous dtf-icits, we finlshr·d the year with 
a.n :·lleged credit of roughly £10,000, which 
has been di:·:::jpated, because wo c~aim that 
mam' items have not beqn eharg,,d to the 
year's transactions which should have been 
so charged but \Yhich were held over till the 
next month. 

There is another mattc·r which has been 
liscus::.:ccl on every occarion \V hen we have 

had occasion to criticise the Government, and 
it m be summed up as-

" 'l'h<l damage it has occasioned the 
fair name of Queensland by its repudia­
tory legislation." 

0PPOSIT!O)i MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. VOWLES: We ha Ye dealt with the 
effect of the Land _'\.cts ;cmendment \et of 
1920 on pastoralists and a-razing farmer' 
with the ):larm donec to Que~nslrmd by inte;: 
ference With rights under the Brisbane Tram­
ways Act, and "\YO have also shown vvhat has 
happened in re:cpect of a contract h~hneen 
the Government and the judges o£ Queens­
land. 

l\Ir. ]{In~,'~A~: Did you seo 1.:vhat the "Pro­
ducers' Revie-w" said about that'[ 

:VIr. VOWLES: I did '"'t, and I do not 
care ;Yh~tt it said. I never rc . .1d that paper, 
and It Is not reprec';ntativc of the partv I 
ha'. thJ hononr to lead. \Vo arc not re:·1)on­
sible for an~ thinr whic1.: _.,ppe~us in that 
paper, and we disown it. 

rrhe next charge I rnako lS-

" rrhc dalnao(J the Go•.-ernrDent havf' 
ore ._sioPed to the fair nautc of Queens­
]_: nd by their repudiatory legislatio~1." 

. Onl~y las~ night another ph<'~' o of rf'Dudia­
hon cropped up in resp "!.t to the aftitude 
of the Go,·ernlnent to'"'""rds tne of our nublic 
.,crvan!>{. \Ve have Eudd._nly di. oo'vcrcd 
that gtnt]oLlen \\·ho h ,vo bt:-':-'n practlcalJv 
~11 their Ih-es in thr; .- <JrYice of the ~ta.t<~~ 
and ,,-ho WCl'·.J induted to colnc under th~ 
su11crannuution schrrne and lla~ cert·lin 
rnJnl.n:;; on a basis ':''hich we-, put bcfOJ.'C' 
by un actuary. lHr. Rendle, n Go,·ernn1£'1t 
scrYant. have hc:~n n1is!ed. LO ~ay ~he very 
lca2t of it. They were distinct\.; told tha't 
they were going to be cn1p1o7e'(1 till they 
''er'" t~vcnty ;ca1, oi a .... e, and vvould tlx_n 
rccciYc certain benefits. Othcnvise thev woulLl 
h<; vc 1nu :J cc;_·t~- In. provision by ta1ong out 
otncr umt.o for their protection. J'\ow theY 
ha~.-e snddcnl~T discoYcred that th"_ y arc :o bO 
retired a~ ixty-lh'e and have b,. i1 told that 
th.cy ':Till h~vc to con~-inuc to pay their con­
tnbuho~ls tlll they aro scve:1ty or C{)mp,Jund 
at a b1g lo s to themselvcc. \Ye eon',ide:· 
that that is repudiation of a very bad kind. 
and [I matter which the public o{ Quoe11sland 
shou1d re'lhsc, so that, when the-;· come to 
give; a decision. they g1a;-· be in ·-a position 
to Judge the Government's action. 
Anot~cr matt~r of conJplaint has cropped 

up durmg the last week. I refer to-

" The extremism which is rapid!·· 
demonstrating itself in the uttcranc<es ,;t 
the rulers of the Labour partv both insicl2 
and out ~ido the I--:Iou•~,e." ~' 

0PrOSITIOX l\'1K\1BEHS: IIc tr, helr! 

111'. VOWLES: \Ye hwe not vet had an 
opi)Ol'hn;t-ity in _this. Hew<<_~ of disc~us·"ing tl~~lt 
eonlnlUlllSnt wh1ch Is ra1npart, and to which 
hon. n;en1bors on the other side are going to 
subscnbe. Onh- a WBi·k ago a conferenr·J 
was hold in Brisbane of the Australian 
Labour part:r to confinn t 1,1o recomn1onclations 
of the rongrcn which sat in 11elbourne in 
June, 1921. The old Bstablished platform 
of th:' Labour party, on which gentlemen 
oppo,Itce came mto this House, has be(n 
matenally alterBd. \Ve are told that their 
n1ain objective is '' The socialjr::ation of indus­
try, production, distribution, and exchange." 
Arc these gentlemen not acting under fa] 'e 
pretences if they are going to carrY out the 
dictates of this confBrence, and -advocate 
those principles? The Premier ha.s given 
his views very publicly on the matter. It 
was proposed-

" For the purpose of achieving their 
objective, constitutioml methods of in­
dustrial and parliamentarv action shall 
be employed." • 

The Premier. 11r. Theodore, took exception 
to it, and said that they might just as well 
chanr,c the name of the party and call it the 
Comrnunistic party. 

The l'HDIIER: If they carried whr,t they 
\YOre advocating. 

::\1r. VO\\'LES: The Premier and the 
Homo S rrctary ''ere both p;'csent. IV e are 
all agreed thcct they did their best to stop 
this principle being impo-cd upon the people 
of Au,tralia. An hon. member who sits in 
the b~ck bench and supports the Govc•rnment 
,-as just as keen that it shculd be nude the 
cl:!jochYe, and th~ majority carried it. 

F c arc told that there is only one objec­
tive and ono Labour party in Australia­
tbat the 1najority rules even jn the caucus 
roon1 dO\Yn~!·airs. The 1natter having been 
decided, we know in what position hem. mem· 

opposite They n1ust carr:- out 
bchc,ts or injunctions of thi• confer-
', and they rr1ust not only can'T it out, 

mu;t proclaim it from the housetop 
our t'J earn• it into effect. The 

~aid that it ~Yould bring about a 
th:.: Labour uloVCinent if it was 

< ;unc·d. I:Ic said thut it 1nust destroy the 
LJ.bour ideal and tho Labour n1ovcrnent. Tho 
}j_Ql11C S~:cretary said~ 

"Eth;<Jally, cmnn1un~sn1 has n1uch to 
tTronuncnd it, but I am opposc·d to H 

b. c·.'usc I think it is inoperative." 

A11othcr plank in the pl:-~fonn was carried 
to which I want to refer parti,~ularly-

" That all parliamentary reprosentatiYes 
tu:d all trade union officials be required 
to function as ac·.1ive propagandists of 
the objcctiYe and methods of the move­
ldent.'1 

That is the position in 'hich the hon. mem­
hers op:1ositc' iiud them ·elves to-night. I 
a~k- .. \re thev here under f,_;Jsu nretcn{>''S 
to-nir~ht? .. A1:e they here C>arrying~ out the 
phtfmm that they put the people 
the la,~- g;c·u;ral election? ha\'Ll c:1an~:;cd 
suddculy from the aclvocccy of nationalism, 
and the:.~ aro EO\'Y ~,:;1pporting cornrnunism and 
soYictism. There is a duty cast upon the 
pr( <'nt Governn1ont, and that is to go back 
to th~ people of Queensland and got a further 
mandate irom them if they can. Thr·y have 
no right to sit hero, because, after those 
rc·5olutions ha,-e been ado11ted, they are here 
under fal2c pretence,, 

The l'RE}IIEH: Let me c'sk you this ques­
tion--

J\lr. VOWLES: The hon. geiltleman will 
ha vc an opportunity of replying la tor on. 
I "-ill conduct my speech in my O'.' n way. 
I gi ,,c the hon. gentleman this amount of 
credit-that he did his ver"' bnt to resist the 
proposeJ of the conference, the same as we 
on this side v ould have done if we had been 
in th .,t' position and thing·s were done that we 
did not like. Because the majority in the 
Hou c rules, we and the general public have 
to submit to the legislation of the Govern­
ment and 11ay taxatjon, ju:-.t as hon. n_embcrs 
oppooite have to c~rr.v out the resolution· 
that 'tvcre pa.:.:.·':-od at that conference. 

'l'he PnniiEH : Did :·ou go bade on your 
part,- when you ·deserted the Nationalists 
and joined :he Country party? 

Mr. VO\VLES: I ha Ye never deserted any 
party. Those tactics are characteristic of the 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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Premier. Like a rat, when he gets into a 
corner, he bites or shows his teeth. His 
argument, a.s usual, is one of common abuse" 
I ask him to stand up to his responsibilities 
..1nd go to the people and say, '' \V e ha YO 

t:hangcd our idea'~; hase bc"n thrust 
upon us, and vve want ask if they are 
acceptabl~ to you"; if he r,·.:ts a ~nan~ 
date, well and good. No one knows bet'a· 
than the hon. gentleman that these re•olu· 
tions are c:tusing disruption in hi' ranks. 
Amongst hon. members opposite there are 
ll10d<Jratc.s and oxtr8mistS. rrho representa­
ti\·e in the Upper House supported the 
extreme clement, which apparently comes 
from Maryborough. The moderates turn out 
to be the Premier and thP. Hon1e S'ccretar~·; 
but if you ar·3 going to call them mcderates, 
I do not know how we are going to describe 
the others. 

The next charge again,3t tho Govcrnmcn~ 
IS-

"'The unemployment which is rampant 
in our midst. and the rea ems v~ hich have 
occasiclE d it." 

'That .is the result of excossiyc t,,_xation and 
bad administration. It is the n't.dlt of tho 
Goyornment embarking upon Shte ontn­
prises and c-0n1peting with private indi­
Yiduals. It is the rccult of the wholehearted 
apathy towards the people they claim to 
represent hero. \Ve have had a splendid 
example of that in the past, and we have 
had an illwtration of it in this Hou;e when 
I n'oved the adjournm0nt of the HotFe for 
the purpc2; of disc11ssin~ the position of 
unemployment, and thr, Premier would not 
allow the di3cussion to take place. Ho closed 
down on it. and there can be onlv one reason. 
If a man in his position is not' prepared to 
h<eer the truth a!ld wants to hide it, he must 
be ashamed of it. 

A11othcr charge against the Government is-

" Their failure to inaugurate a system 
of land sdtlement which is essential for 
the development and welfar~ of such .1 

sparsely populaLcl State as Que0nsland." 

\Ve haYc been diecu,sing l:mJ matters to· 
night. I did not speak on them. Hon. 
mmn~uors on this ~,1de of tho I-IousA have 
stQn that the Governrrif'nt havo no policv so 
far as prickly-pc 'lr trucbon if collconl,~d; 
thc,Y have no polic-o;~ in n_ -~pcct of 
in11nign :.ion. So f,ar- their 1and pJlieY i.~ 
ro~"·_f'rnccL ihrv .]y, vr the rnc~t un::tttracciYc 
lerris1nJion and. co1~dition·~; o:f tcnun:. 

Thev cai not expert people to con1e here. 
Taxation is hig~'1er here, the per ct:pita con­
ditions ·are worse, and there is no induc;­
n1ent; and, unlo ~ hon. rnen~bcrs em hark on 
some attracti,·o land policy. Queensland wil! 
not com0 inh ]v,r own. The other States 
will recei ,.e all the benefit of the immigra· 
tion and 'he expansion that will follow, and 
we ehal! be ldt derelict. 

'Then tl,ere is a matt01· affecting the primary 
producers, and that is the feud going on 
between, presmnably, the SecretarY for Agri­
culture and one of the Federal departments. 

It is a trial of vested interests between, 
apparently, the officer' in one department 
here and another dep ntmunt in the South, 
to see which is going to survive. While this 
is going oP_, i1nportant 1ndu::tries hc-rc are 
being- neglecte,d and victimised. I am speak­
ing- in respect of the cheese and butter indus· 
tries and export overseas. 

[L1fr. Vowles. 

1\Ir. KIR\V\:~: Ther-' is one thi_Pg you 
cannot grade, and that is the Oppos1twn. 

l\Ir. ·vO\YLES: That :is one 
can grade. They are all of one 

:Jir. CORSl,R: They arc all 
(Leughtcr.) 

thing you 
grade. 
A grade. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES': I next charge the Govern· 
ntent ,vith-

··_\_pa·LD:- in passiYel,'~- au.JUi(" cing in the 
cn.Hn1ou0 loss \vhlch is being sustained 
L.: the dain· producers of Queensland 
O\Yin:r to tbe dela: s and da.n1ar;o done 
through the dual gradiw: , hich lLs b,cen 
continui111 for S01118 tilll(. n 

Th0 mc'11bcrs of the Oppc oiiion have be • n 
endeavouring, individually and collectively, 
to bring about a solution of this trouble. 
The 1\lini-ter ·and the officials haYe been 
intervicv eel to seC' that stocks of choose and 
butter arc left here. "-e do not want the 
·•c.3itiun to ,,,~that existed before. 

r_rhc SECRt TARY roE ... .\G~ncc:LTLRE: you 
trying to or~·Rnisc' <.nwthe'-· "hold up 

:\lr. YO\YLEB: Xo. am trying to clear 
that nHtttcr up, 'nd I the ho11. g.JntlP~ .. :Jan 
to let con1mc.n sens,~ prevail. 

The S•":'n: L~RY EOR ... ~CRICCLTT~RE: \\- ho is 
responsible? 

J\ir. \'O,~V'T_.~ES : This 1;1atter ·was brought 
up in the FcdPral Housp, and I have her~ a 
report of wh ·' t took place ther~-

" DAIRY PROD1T~. 

" EXPORT Oli' CHEI:"Hi::. 

" 1'he Gmdinq Que,,tion. 
" Melboume, 7th October, 

" In the House of ReprHentatives to· 
da v the C,finister for Customs told Hr. 
Co.rscr (:\.) that it \VD"c' not a fact that 
every satisfaction existcct for many years 
while Queen,;,land undertook the gradinv 
of che-ese. Under the Dairv Produce Act 
the \York of grading >YhS done by Btat3 
officials for the Cmnmonwcalth, bnt con1~ 
pla inb \V ere rt'2Civcd frorn n1erch~nts in 
Eng-land rf'~ardi:1g the u1 ~atisf~ctory 
c011•litjon of Queensland cheese. Ch( --'se 
for export in Qu0nsland was no": graded 
cntird v bv Common, oalth officers under 
the gn~ldail.co of a chec::;c C"':JY rt. State 
lr,;-islatic 'l in Queons~,nd n~qn1rcd chcc 
to L g,_· -"d· d, but until tho chevc,o was 
,,ctunll:;· anbmitt ,d for export the Com· 
1110rl\Yt-'alth could not interfere. Through 
S:::stc· ofl-iccrs' intcrfC'rcn-:r latch~ wi'th 
regard to cheese intended for 'cxpoTt. 
large CJUantitics of cheese had be~n held 
up, but. to protect cxnorters. : ro1n in­
f''invcn1en('C' and hard.-.bil) in ("-Jl1Slquenu: 
of that hold-up, the Commom,enlth de­
livered the cheese to be P'Cpe>rh,d, bearing 
grade marks inconsi ~te11t v:ith the Com­
r :omvcalth grnde mark . In or de'' to 
pr0sorve uniformity in cheese grading 
f'hroughout tho Co:mmon•~,-oalth, it was 
necessary that Commonwealth grading 
,~~1ould continue as ~·-t present." 

In spite of the fact that it is quite sufficient 
to have the Commonwealt-h grading for th·' 
export of surplus cheese by one tE>:;t.__;r, you 
will fi1:d that sometimes there have been as 
many incisions as eight in one cheese, with 
the result tha.t the cheese is pra·o:ically use­
less, because it becomes mildewed, and not 
only is the ntlne of the product depreciated 
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but it goes home and gives a false impression 
as to what the real value of our commodity is. 

There is another matter I wish to refer to­
the closing of the ses>ion after a short period 
of ton weeks, when matters of vital interest 
to th • State require discucsion and decision. 
\Ve dealt. to some extent, with that matter 
]a,t night, when a certain motion was moved 
in the Hous0. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGTIICULTURE: If you do 
not agree with the gradin(\, is your party in 
favour of Commonwealth or State grading? 

l\Ir. VOWLES: \Ye bclie1 e in one grading. 
The SECRETAI:Y FOR AGRICULTURE: \'v"hich 

one? 

~vir. VO\VLES: We want one,· and one 
only; \ve do not \vant this dual control. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The far­
mers say they want the State grading. Tell 
us \Yhat you \Yant ! 

Mr. VO\VLES: This is a matter where we 
want or' grader-that is all. I was dealing 
last wit-h a proposal to close the se.osion, so 
that the Premier might go to Melbourne. 'vVo 
clain1 that, if the Prcn1icr \vanb to go a"'.vay, 
•.ve should do what is being done in the other 
States. \Vo arc sent here to do the bu · iness 
of the country. The passing of Bills through 
all their stages in one day may be decided 
upon by the. House, but we claint th·.tt it is 
unconstitutional, because it is depriving us 
of the opportunity of giving the mature 
consideration which is necessary for all the 
important matter· which will come before 
the Chambn. If we arc deprived of that 
opportunit.y for discussion, the right; of the 
people we represent are lwing infringed. If 
-we were -within a fe1v -days of Chri'-bnos, and 
it \vas ne~ess,-~ ry to \Vork overtime as \VO are 
{loing no,v-\:vo are working twelYe hours a 
day-in order to get to our homes for the 
festive sc-l.son, we \vould have no objf..;tion, 
provid('d legislation had been dr · lt with. 
But. this is one of the shorte~t >essions on 
n;cord. There is a. sudden de"'ire on the part 
of the Government to gc·t into recc,s. The 
Govornrnent have a majority of one, and an.: 
tottering. Certain things have happened 
rcc•.,ntlv in th" Labour Confcren~0 which 
mak<~ tlu.m feel inr:>~cuc, and tbev w.1nt to 
"get out and get under," so that~ they 1vill 
be safe in their plac .• c, rrnd hon. members 
who sit behind them will not haH the oppor­
tunity of co1ning oYer here anrl breaking up 
the Gov·"rnmcnt. 

Going back to t.he fir-t ch~rgc I made 
against the Government, on 11th October I 
asked the Minister in Ch.crge o~ State 
Enterprises-

" 1. Is ho a ,,-are-
( a) That tho sum of £1,950 was paid 

to a contractor named J\fcDonaJ.d for 
\Vork done at Vanrook St:-ttion, vYhich, 
according to a. reliable e-stimate, could 
have h<·2n performed for ha!£ the 
money: also, that no proper contract 
in writing was signed by the parties, 
and, further, that the sum of £500 was 
paid to such contractor before any 
work was performed on the station, 
and that this sum was held bv such 
contractor over tw -lve months "before 
completing his contract? " 

I got the reply-
" 1 to 4. I am aware t.hat tho statc­

Jnents contained in the:";~ qu0stions arc 
false, rnalicious, and ridiculous." 

I ,;o so far as to say that the reply of the 
}Jini~ter is £a.lsc, maliciou~. and rid1culous. 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (M({c/wy): I 
rise to a 11oint of ordn. The leader of the 
Opposition has accused me of making a false 
reply to a question. 

:Mr. CORSFR: They are your own words. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Dalby is not. in order in accusing the Mini~tcr 
of having given a. false answer to a question. 

Mr. VOWLES: I withcJrgw the words; but, 
at the same time, the Mini;ter insults me in 
answer to a question I ask, and I am not to 
use his o\:vn \Yards. 

Hon. 'vV. FORGAN S:\IITH: I spoke of the 
information on which the question was based. 

Mr. VOVv"LES: I ask for a Royal Commis­
sion to inquire into this. (Gm-ornment laugh­
ter.) I have evidence to prove every one of 
th ·se i toms. I asked a second question-

" 2. Is he aware that political inter­
ference by a member of the Assembly 
enforr~d the rcinstat.cment of a manager 
to a management of another property 
after '·HCh manager had proved wasteful 
in his management, whilst the inspector 
-;,•vho detected such w:_iste and saved the 
Stat.e hundre.ds· of pounds has bw·n n­
moYed and di·-rated? " 

I got no reply to that at all. 
Hon. \Y. FoRGA:!\ SMITH: Nothing of the 

kind over occurred. 

Mr. VOWLES : I have a copy of the wire 
that the hon. member for Burke sent to Mr. 
A .. ustin, w·here h" f':dd that. "direct action" 
would be rcsortc'd to. Vv'e have a private 
member of the Goyermnent able to oYcrride 
an inspector. 

Mr. RIORDAX: Read the wire. 
:;1..1r. VO\YLES: I haYo the wire here, and 

I will read it. I alF·) asked the lVlinioter if 
he was a'vare-

" (b) That telephone lines "ere being 
built on St.ate stations at 50 ner cent. 
above local costs for ..... imilar wo1-:;k? " 

I am told that that is f. !se, malicious, a'nd 
ridiculous. 

Hon. W. FORG.\N Sli!ITH: So it is. 

Mr. YOWLES: I have the official docu­
ment' to prove that, too. 

The SPEAKEE: The ~Tinisber said that 
hi; st.atemcnt related to the information 
referr0d to in the que .tion, and that he did 
not apply those words to the hon. member 
peroonally. 

:\fr. VOWLES : I will give ome informa­
tim' about the "·ay the ~tato stations are 
crrrried on. which will he a revelation. The 
publi·.; will be mrprised when I read out 
some of the documents which I hold here. 

Hon. \V. FoRG.\01 SMITH: I know all th•­
do-cuincnL you have. You had dealings ·with 
a publi-c servant-a. disratcd 1n;;\n, ''vho .has 
violated his oath of office. That is the depth 
to \vhich you have sunk. 

Mr. VO\VLES : I will f(ive, first of all, a 
lettrr dated .'i!h Januarv from tho Yl:inistcr 
hi-:1-'.6Clf to 11r. Gillies, ln vvhich he says-

" I a1u in receipt of a 1ctt{3r addressE'd 
to you by Mr. J. R. Gallagher, contain­
ing quef:tions and answc1., thereto rela­
tive to the recent inquiry on t·he manage~ 
mcnt of \Tanrook Station. These tl1ings 

Jlf r, V mrles. J 
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furn fimple 0Yidcn,"e of the general 
uns<-.ti.--factor.'· position ·ith regard to 
the -w-hole busin0~"." 

Hon. \V. FouGA~ S:mnr : I stond h that 
to-day. 

:\1r. VO\YLES: I a- keJ t1w :\Iini ,i T • lso­
" Is it a fact that fe:1cirg \Yas bein.q; 

repaire-d or re-ET0f:tcd at £55 per ::ni1o? '' 

I used thf' \"Yords "80 per cent. aboYe cost," 
·"·h1ch v1as £55 per mile, ( nc1. nft~r this 
inspector got on t:w joh, it 1\·r-; tlo!lc for £25 
per milo. 

!-Ion. \V. For:-":AX s~.UTH: =\o 1.hing of the 
kind. 

Mr. \~0\\'LES: It is Lc-i1 .X ·one r'J- ~a .. for 
t.k>t pncc. I also a .ketl-

"1£ o brin~. pa' 1 33 
cent. above rate~- in a f1r 
fi .1SOD? " 

I an1 told that this is bas0d on 
nudiciou·· and ridicnlcJ.s c··idvJ 
fact rc,·1ain·3 f·:nt th>- ,)r :[L 
pric-e by 33 Dcr t.·nt .. n! (:In;--
donc ~ for that pri{'G tD-d a~-. I 
ask ea-

""\Yhc:,hcr carriacD 
pcr~on 

t}w re( 

It H admitted, I under 
office th .t chcrpcs ha,,c 
n:unc of fictitious per .ons. 

The SEr_:RET,\RY FOR 
not true. 

1\h. \'OvVLF:R: Thi- chc r~c 
hvelve 11HJnths ago -to ·­
y,·ent 1·his far: That. 
insi;:,tc.:-1 on .l. r;•rtaill lliHll 

·h·as sackc~L but he - -~s 
under tlL influence 
House. 

Hon. vY. FoRGAN S'IITH: Quite untrue ' 

1\lr. ~TO\Y)~~ES: P .... n iufcrm;:d inf}niry \nas 
held, 111 w111ch the r01nplainnnt \Y[1::; not 
allo1vod to call his 1vitnc-<;;._:s, \Yhere eYidonce 
was not t?.ken on oath, ·where no depositions 
\n_'re tak,~n, and v 1.1crc~ the on I\' witne", \Yho 
v a· broilg-ht fonY<>rd bv thG co,~Jpl 
ir:.timid<ttt:d by th0 gerit! ~: .wn ~~. bn \" n3 
ing the inquiry. I ":n bring a letter from 
the 111an St<"·de, in Y hich hL' will tcl] you 
~hat .Barr:. ,--ho v;a '. a;1r:;>inteJ :1.~ a court to 
Inqu1ro Jnto ccrta~n c-.larQ·c a•-ain:::t the 
111[~nagcr of tbo ~t:->tion. i.nti~uidatc l the n1an 
during· the lunch hour.' 

I-Ion. \V. FonGAN s~nTII : Ab::o1nte rot ~ 

::\Ir. VOViTES: I have Stone's let! er to 
th·J dfcd that during lunch time he ,. as told 
not to .Q'~~c eY~~:::nco in G: 1]-,gher's fa,ou1·, 
becau-se, 1I he G1.dJ he " ould drop hin1 like a 
hot potato afterwards, and he 1\ould suffer 
acco1·diJ• o;ly. I ha Ye information th-. t men 
v ho v,Tcxc npioyc<-l on State st,tbons 'roro 
rnilu; aY a:y training a rac( 'horse belonging to 
th: m1.nagcr c,I the station. I have cYidonce 
1{'hEf.e 1ncn \Yho \\'ere rcc{'iv-ing mnne:;" for 
fJ.l'OVIng cattle on rontra('t wcrG receiying 
wage~ ut the san1c titne from tho station. :t 
haYo evidence to show that contractors . ., ho 
'''Cre ·working on the run had a lj"':::Dso to 
kill s~ation cattle; and, further than that. 
that 01 c ,-nan atte1nptcd to disno,c of one of 
th,, hidu in a certain town. In the record6 
I have- lFH'C there ar,o f'nough ch~Hp:r for anv 
Royal Commic .ion to take a mr nth over. I 
have got the absolute c1CJcurnont' in these 
1natters. I atn not going t') allovy the Go-

[Mr. Vowlcs. 

n::rn1nent to " bulldoze" lYW; I an1 not going 
to ,dlow tl10n1 to supprc.'s cvill0~1rc like they 
did on a previous occ"Rion, and bring for­
'•'ill'll false cYi·d-nce. I ha,-o the document3 
lwro, rrnd I '"k for an inquiry in public 
interc· t ., and I am refused. 

:,Jr. \\'Em: Y cq will g-et it all here. 

l\h. VO\YLES: I this nwtlcr has 
}JF'Pll 1)f'fore cap:u~ the nwn 0!1 ;';ho:-e 
b(~}LH~ 1 an1 fipcaki-I;g '~OW arc sitting behind 
the GoYernn1ent. aLd I u:n lookin~ directly 
at ouc of thLrn eo~.~:. (Inttrruption.) 

:Ur. lL\ETLEY: )~ ou have not proYe.d that 
staten1~nt. 

::\lr. YO\VLES: Hr. h;" 1 Jt oniv o 'o 
( !U? he bJs a hoc..t cf thc1t in (-.,::ll1C'E:~: 
h·: not a tnajority. That i.- his rnisfor-
tL1llC. He eYell has. his ~r)lic~tor in jhe 

''- v..; a; kc·d a bout th1s wire o£ the­
for Bnrkc. 

J\:Tr. Hroun_\X: I\ead it! 

::,Jr. \TO\YL f:;:·_,nl 3>1:·. R:.)rdan 
i·) =\Jr. Au ~tin. nf St-1t~ Enter-
pri~cs~ 

"Ill tho jntPrCi'Js 0 r Statt~ wi~hhold 
appoi'1tuont of general rnanagor. In­
sr\(;tor took direct rriion again;,t Tonnor. 
\'\~ithh--ld <.cction rJgnin~.: hi1~1 until I 
r,-,n'lYe in Dri bane." 

.. A;-; a 
lJt'('l} 

State 

,virr-, th0 n1~n }y) had 
the Cmnn1issioner of 

l\lr. HroRDA~: Ho was not discharged. 

~lr. \;-0\YLES: Jjp 1<<:P \ ith, 
tL0n, or "d ~ftatc·d." IliJ \vcrP 
'· rlefLtc;J." 

:\I r. RIORDAK: I-Io \YaS wo:..·:Cing en the 
.He had been given noti'"'J. but he 

orking there. 

Mr. YOWLES: \Yhat ccu 'C \wuld t~wrc 
for th" hon. 1nen1ber to a~k for a su,·penw 

of of'tioll if the In::tn,~gcr ~vas Jill work­
ing? I hJY'~ a copy of the l.ettcr £ro';1 ::\1_r. 
Au·tin~I do not \\'lilt to l1nng ~Ir . .Au;;;.hn 
iEto it anv rnore th"n I r tll help-~[ h"l'e his 
Lttrr hcrC; h.-: -l·1Jif- t;:f' rnan ~ ~~::> '='u;;;:-

nnd he pnointecl a man named 
as :1 C'ourt of inquir_,- to ::-~o into the 

bc-_~n clu=trgcd \Yith n1aking 
st~tmnrnts jn thi~; Ilou 

be£orD l-louse t'o-night arm 
Pt,oplc arc 

I h VC 

e,nd th0 Govel·n­
mE~nt are not g. n.e to grant it. I will give 
some of the reports on th ir cattle stations, 
and I \:ill ::.-ho-..v when"' c110 ::;t-·J.tion n1an 'g'Cl' 
rchnncc: !lS ha~.,ing hr.d 2CJ he ... cl of large dork 
on his property. Ho s·"'t that report to the 
11C3(1 fJffice jn Drisban('. anc1 lv~ .cot n rrply 
from Bricbane. anrl was told that he did not 
ha Ye 280 ht ad of stDck. l .,,, that he had 
1.060 hoad. That man had to alt~: -:1is return 
accordinp;1Y, ar..d I have that r1octLc.H:nt L?re. 
Dm.'c; t}-, lt ~not warrant Rll inquiry? Is that 
correct . :Hero is 1Yhat thi~S inspector says~ 

"By their own figures as suppUcd fron1 
head oflice for quart-Jr ontlinc 31st 
December, 1919, I had 1,442 Dn my books. 
Out of that number, I put 1,063 on the 
rood in 1920. 0£ com·,~, there are deaths 
to <eome off that 1,442. which the~' never 
a 11 owed in J unc 1920. I 8ent in my 
quarterly return, showing about 240 head 
of c .. ttle on the place. They took no 
r.)h ' of it, but early in September, 
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1?20, they 'ent me an 
sheet from head ofl1ce 
t~H:n I C3 he~fct·- frun 
~.~·ith I lan(1c·d sinec I 
1-hu1v 1.060 head of c-ntlc on the pl··c(': 
280 head \"'. ·Jn1d be nruch ne ·-l .-.r to it." 

(Opposition laughter.) Thac is a sample of 
th:J '.vav the businc<~ was carried on It 
shows fhat the- GoYcrnrnent rlid not a 11ow 
nny percentage for deaths on 30th June last. 
They estimated the nnmbn of stock, and, 
if ~on take the difference at 5 per c-.)nt., you 
\\·ill see that it an1ounts to t't Ycry large sum 
Df mone7. The Government are supposed 
to be running 500,GOO herd of · hck. escimated 
~,) be \Yorth £4 per bt_ 3_d i but, , ''-·hen you 
find the real position of the Sto.te shtions 
as at 30th ,June bst. whic·h arc supposed to 
;;;llO'./ , auU if ·.·en _. J a llnll' ·:\nthC'r. 
vou [\nd tha.t th~t r~·. u lt vas obtained 
hy the oflirial figurL in the hcarl offi{·e, 
T-h·j.'-htT!C'. B '' • knc- c: [i_n1tc-lT· thut there 
]~ 0110 iLsta.nce of w:1ere they said thr~t they 
lJ:' d l.lJO h"'ELd when ~here \11lerc onlv "'dO 
h: 'Hl .there; YOll c~n prclwbl:· roln'~ t'O ihP. 
c "me con,:lnsion the insp~ 'tor did when 
Jt,-. ·.vro1-f' do1\n to -~vi~~'~ in {~~;arc; nf 
Stat ancl tn1d tLRt. i;1 i1i.;; 

were EO,OOO head short. 

I-Ion. \Y. FonG.\X S:\nTn: Gallagher never 
\Yrotc to me in his life. 

:\Ir. YO\YLES: He ··-rote to the hon. 
gentlmr_an sitting on yonr left, v;, ho \V a~ then 
in charge of t 1

1C dPpartmcnt. Perhaps I Y/ill 
all n1isunch~l·sta:ndin:r by reading the 

Mr. ConsLR: Hear hear ! ShoYe it into 
thetn! 

1fr. V-,.-0\Y'"LES: Thi--J letter is rddrL-·Sed l) 
the Hon. W. X Gillic<, and is dabcd 29th 
~L,rc;l, 1921-o:?:lly o_ fe,-· rnonth:3 o.go. It rcrrds 
'-"' follo·, "':-

" Brisbane, 29th i\larch, 1921. 
"The Hon. \Y. :!\'. Gillies, :\1.L.A., 

BJ.:is.hanf'. 
"Sir.-·I ck,ire to brieflv nlac··· a few 

facts befco·c you r0lativc 'to' the unjust 
tn~atlncnt r:nett-d (JUt to rue bv the Stato 
Staticn,:J De partnu:nt. I TYaS on1ployod 
a, State stations inspector on the 17th 
::\1ay, ha.ving vacated a po,ition in your 
c!cpartment to a·,sume that 0!Ii.ce. I 
found many of the stations in a shocking· 
condition. For instance, ·when I insprC'ted 
Macaroni. the books chowed 1.272 aged bul­
locks, and there ,. as not a bullock 0lder 
than a Ko. 8 on tLo run. The manager 
C' pbined tha: th • bullocks h,Jd boon 
taken off the rnn, bnt not marked off the 
books. I am con!Uont there is a defici­
ency of 50.000 cat;!c on all sLtions, and 
this cltimate is rr nrv moderate one. On 
\Vando Vale the branding,; in 1917 wer:, 
4.111; in 1920 the brandings were 1,633. 
~o brcerters were. sold, and, in conse­
quc'1cc. the brandmp> •hould have been 
materially maintained in spite of drought. 

" I enclose photos of two and three 
0 ear old cleanskins, which show tho utter 
rH glect of ad1nini .,tration." 

Thd lct.t< r was written bv an official as a 
matter of dnt.· tJ the ::V1in"istcr in charge of 
his department in :11arch last. Ho says, 
further-

" The clirn::-x nf opposition to 1n~r 
energy to protect th'l Government's 
interests transpired wlwn I recommended 
the dismissal of a man named Tanner 

from Vanrook. The Commis,ioner actcJ 
D 1 my recommendation, bnt later, on 
rPct:iYing a 1virc froni Mr. Riordan, 
NLL.A., granted an inquiry. 
Riordan's \Yirc, which I haYe soon, ran 
a,. follows:-

ln the intPrests of the Stat0 with­
hold appointment of g .. ncral manager 
Inspector took c~ircct acbon against 
Tanner; ithhold action against hin1 
until I arrive in BridJane." 

'Tlr,rc \Vn:; a verbal agrcclL' _nt tnado thnt· a 
ntan narnccl ]\lcDonald ,, 'S to rocciYo £1.59J 
for labour only on a job. The inspector 
P timated the value of this labour at £050. 
This haq been confirmed by a praczical man 
\Yho ha:; inspected tbe specif-icat~on for this 
v, ork. l-Ie received £5l'l, and he held the 
£500 for twelve months before he did a 
stroke of work. "Cndcr that verbal arrauge­
ll1C'I_1t this tnan rcc:"!iYed £1,5!Y!. Again, 1vhcn 
a job wa finished they fixed <'xorbitant pric'. '· 

}{ere is aLdth!::x instanc of fixing the price 
.,£tcr the iob was finished. It \Yas not a 

It \\·as a sod of u rrangoncnt they 
made, which thev to ,, •c how much 
they \~;ould gc~. out ~of joL. 

The PRE}IIER: Are you forgettjng that you 
arc n1oving a ""'ant-of-cor:fidcncr> rnotjon? 

Mr. VO\YLES : I c ,n brin1; ing forward 
what I consider to be a public -capdal, ; nd 
I an1 bringing it forv,·ard in a con5titutional 

ay. I arn asking the GoYernnl;_nt to hold 
"" inquiry into thccc eh :.rgc:s. 

r_rhe PRl:J.IIER: You ha',~O alroadv had one 
inquiry into Stato st~tiolb. (GD er1unent 
laughter.) 

~lr. VYO\VLES: I want another one. 
Orro-·ITIO:;.;r ~1E1IBERS: 1-Icn.r, hv~ r: 

~:lr. VO\\'LES: I might also c:ct :. )me 
1nforination in re-,pcct to that other Ro~'"al 
Con1n1ission. rrhe hon. gcnt1ornan 1nay g _t 
further inforn1JJion about that other Ro:.-al 
Con1n1ission one of these davs. I \vant a 
I~oyal Con1111ission to inquire ji1to the 1nattcrs 
I arn ''Pt'.:tking about to-night. I haYc no 
rrgl"ets about \Yanclo Vale at all. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRIC~JLTURE: Then VO'l 
have no shame. , 

:Yir. VO\VLES: It is not a matter of find­
ing the s1noke. \Ye ha;;e sho·wn the flr1111es, 
and wc want an inquiry into the fire. I do 
11ot want to labour the ~11r.ttcr anv rnore than 
i.' nec·:.'ss:lry. Fiere is ono rase. fhaye <'-anpk· 
e,-idcCJce to prove that the man ,-ho was 
rcceiYing bounteous contracts or arrano·e~ 

frmn the stabon rnanagcr y, ,ts ~]";) 
of presents to the r:nanagr-r. \YP 

caH o111v rrad brtvrccn the llne,'3. \Vc find 
the con!n:rt.or tcJljng the rnanagcr th:It h£' 

111 h·u~t hi_n, but, '·hen .you find the next 
minute that he has a present placed in his 
hands. then you find thin.:~s arc• not as they 
should br. r"might ;::ivc the report in cDn:lCC­
tion with one of the strttion·,. Vvhen hon. 
m em bcc·s read this report they \.·ill rcali ·C 

that it is not a matter to be la.ur:hed at. 
It i.< dated 14th October, 1920. The mspector 
in his report to head office sa:.-,,-

" Cooktown, 4th October, 1920. 
"REPORT ON lV1ERLUXA STATE STATIO~, 

" 2\-IanJ.gene~t,-
" It is almost impossible for me to 

convey in words the deplorable conditi0ns 
existing on l\1erluna Station. The out~ 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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side portions of the run ha>e not heron 
mustered for thB past four ylars, with 
the result that the cattle haYo all gone 
wild, and on account of the scrubby 
nature of the countrv it will take two 
years' hard going to ''brand the run up, 
and, in fact, the only way the cattle ern 
bo ITtustered is by using coacher~, and 
by mconlighting. The L to manager, 
--, made no effort to keep the run 
branded up, and, as a n1attcr of fact, 
from knowledge that I gained, he Hldom 
left the homc·~teatl and did not trouble to 
keep tho rnen working. To give "orno 
idea of the ·-tato cf a!Iair. exi•ting, I 
rounded up SC'Vel'al n1obs of c;_tt1e, and in 
n1anv cases there \\as not a branded brctst 

1lYl101Jp;st thon1: ill other rnoh3 the 1najorits 
were clean::~kins." 

I will show later that there is another charge 
in respect to different Ftatiom. Although 
there are· a big lot of brooders there, there 
arc no calves at all. The excuses that were 
given for that 1vere that they \\ere due to 
floods and another tha" they wore due to 
droughts. On the adjocning property there 
was evidence of an aLundancc of calves. 
\Vhen calves are fou~1d on the adjoining pro­
perty, thoro should bo a fair percentage on 
the State station too. TLen, the report con­
tinues-

" There are also about 1.200 old scrub 
bu!lock•s that should haYe been shifted 
lonC"; a£~·o. I : ·tn having them rnusten".i, 
and the first draft- of 500 will leave at the 
be~·inning of the thunderstm··,1;:;: 200 of 
those bullocks on arrival at Brookiyn will 
be fit to kill for tb Cairns shop. It io 
pointed out that l\Torluna cattle are 
srJ.ttered fro.t.tl tho cast to the v'est eo a>+ 
of the peninsula for a distance of 150 
111iks, so it 1vill give son1e idea of the 
up-hill battle th€' new man' ?;i'r has to 
eo~1tcnd with. Ho\VQ\·cr. I an1 sati~ficd 
that --- ,: il1 f-iOOn ehang(' the sjtLL1.iinn; 
Ln· L ~ i~ a YLry tpa b\0 ·11an. and lws 
alrend,y orectr:d' sul'..;tantial y::nds and 
stat! ed rnoonlighting. The lu,ad -,tock­
n~ "!. r•mpluy0d t thP ~tation ,,·a~ 
not}_inc Jnorc than rt cattle-killer. In one 
inc.t fiye hcaJ y e1·e left bY him in 

yard ti1l the~· pcri~l10d fror:l 
\Yant of y;-ater. Ile also shot several 
bullocks that brokn awav from the mob. 
After soeinr- for m· ,~1( the cattle rlrad 
in the yard,._,I irnn1cdiat0ly dis1nissed him. 
There is no doubt that the bad state of 
affairs, as I found thcn1 on arriYal 
at Mcrluna, r:ould h::P:e n n1y 
di ,11ir- ing ~1ackny :n~ 'Ttl( u 
not alrt~ady been han dcd in." 

Further on he tells us that a-, adjoining 
owner, whoso land has been r{~"un1cd and 
attachr'd to the hol·ding. ·till clc'fics. rl1·' elation 
munager and ·wi11 not rc1novc his cattlt• fro1n 
the property of Hie State station. \Yo find 
in another portion, ,z-hPre the .clf•anskin 
are. tha~ mt n are going· 1 he rnn carrY-
ing branding irons. What that suggest? 
Is it any wonder that they are 50.000 hea.d 
of caUo short; that the State stations arc 
a ghastly failure; and that the GoY2rnment 
n1adc .:--~ guess at the nun1hers on ha.nri at 
30th June last, and were not in a position 
to allow any percentage fol' calves? 

Thero are many othel' matters throughout 
the report to \Yhich I could refer. 

[11.30 p.m.] I could shcw that in June, 1920. 
a ccmnlaint was made bv th~ 

inspector to Mr. McGugan. Ml'. MoGugan 

[.Zifr. Vowlcs. 

confirms all that has been stded by the 
impector. In his report the impector saitl 
that fl-oc beef was being delivered tc con­
trnctors. The report states-

" I questioned Armstrong about this 
matter, and he informoc! me that --­
instructed him to supply and dBliver 
meat fl'ee of cost to the contractorc. 
If this is corl'cct, thP 1nanager i::- evi­
dently running HH' State stations ~ts. a 
l·rn'·Yolc•nt institution in· tead of 011 stnct 
business linos." 

Tlw SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allmced him under 
Standing Order .1'\o. 107. 

::\Ir. CORSER (Bnrnett) : I beg to move­
'Ihc"t the leader of the Oppo:oition be gra~1tcd 
an extension of time to enable him to 
complete his speech. 

Question-Extension of time to leader of 
Oppooition (51r. Corscr's motion)-put; and 
the House divided-

AYEs, 04. 
\( r. Appel )] r. Kerr 

., ]5arnc-", G. P. , King 
, lL::t!l~s, .\Y. H. Lo ~·an 
.. Rc.JUmgton l.iucgn:'s.·or 

Roll ,\, .xwell 
Brand l\Ioore 

, Ca;ttC'rrnnll , ).l_organ 
Cla.yt.,n N ott 
C.or.ser Petrie 
C'o~tellr , 1~obrrts, .T. H. n 
DPacon Ho! ''rt.-, '1'. 
Rd\vards ~izer 
Elphinstone ~wayne 

, li'h,t·-·hN Ta dor 
,, FrJ Yowl '' 

Gr,~en \ValkC'r 
.f ones I\-a.rrl'n 

Teilf,s: ::\lr. Bl'll and Mr. ,z r. 

~lr. Barl ~r 
Jhennan 
Bnlro._•k 
ConrnY 
(\, ·lwi·. F .. L 
Coo- , r, \\~. 

Coylle 
na~h 
Dnnstan 
Ferricl:s 
FihPlly 
lf(llf'y 
Y· rrh' 
Gi\r1,\' 
GjJ!ics 
fi.lcd~·lll 
HartJe,· 
IIuxhn."l' 

NoEs, 35. 

Mr. Kil'l'i. n 
I. '1'H1 

~ 1hr 
J::trk 

~< nllan 

Teller8: ~fr. :Foley and :.\'Ir. FordC'. 

PAIR. 

.\yt>~:Jlr. Petcrson. Xo--}'fr. Co1lins. 

Rc~oil'"rl in the ncgctive. 

:Jfr. T \YLOR (Trindcor): A very gr< at 
'.,mplime;rt had been paid to the leader. of 
tl1e OprlO ition b· the refusal of the Promwr 
and th'E~ 1nmnbcfs on the Govern1nont sidB 
of the House to vivo him what he had a 
right to expect and what should be v,ranted 
to him Ly any Government, espema!ly a 
Government \\·ho calls itcc>lf a Labour GO\·ern­
nv'nt-a clcmocr:-:tic Governmont-a Qoyern­
n1. nt ,\·hich bclicvPs in frccdDm of spce~h. 
It is difficnlt to understand where d'mocracy 
and }eye of frecdon1 come in in c· ~nnection 
with 'lPnlbeL, on the Go\ crnn1cnt side of 
the IIouoc, when they apply tho "gag" in 
~uch a hrutal 111enner. It is quite evident 
____:from the wlendid addre"' which wo have 
heart! from the leader of the Opposition, and 
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the points which he brought forward in 
connection with State station managerrwnt 
thrr•nghout Queensbnd-that, if cyer thPre 
was a nocressity for the "ppointment of a Royal 
Commicsion to find out how things are being 
conducted in this State, the hon. gentleman 
has shown the necE osity to-night. If the 
Government ha\'o any concern for their repu­
tation and for the fair name of ()ueonsland, 
they will at once take step,, to find out 
"·hether those charges are right or wrong. 
If they arc right, the sooner the people know 
the better; and jf they arc ~:dso 1nuch 
the better for the Government, and so much 
the worse for this side of the House. \Ve have 
nothing to be afraid of in ccnncction with 
the disclosurPs; but it is quite evident from 
their attitude that the GoYcrnment do not 
wish for an inquiry. 

On this motion I propose to confine myself 
mainly to the point raised in the first charge 
of the leader of the Oppo.-ition-the disas­
trous lm ses occa ,ioned by the Government's 
State enterprises. 

Mr. PEASE: Tell u·• about tho State Insur­
ance 0ffiC(1 , and the sa wtnllls and the rcfrt ···h­
mcnt roo1ns, \vhich shovv a profit ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: I will give you enough 
about Stato enterprises bdorc I ha,,e done. 

0PPOSITIOX ME~IBERS: :Hear, h ;ar ! 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: I quite expect that the 
others ho will follow me, and deal with 
!he other points will be " gagged" in " 
little \'" ~1il~~-in fact, I 1nny h~JY8 the -'gag" 
put on mo before I get very far. If the 
Governmont want to stifle free discussion, 
id them gJ ahead and put on the "gag" 
now. Let them put it. on "' much and as 
ooon e,s tho:· like. (Government laughter.) 
'Ihey will not have many more opportuni­
ti G',' to " gag" the Opposition in this House 
--nobody knows better th:m the Premier. 
\\ho can rc~d the signs of the times as well 
ns any m!ln in this Chamber, th·rt they are 
in office for the la"t time in the histor,, of 
th0 State of Queer ,]and for many years to 
c nL. 

OPPOSITION ::\IE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. PnsE: God help Queemland! 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is quite evident that 
hr,n. members opposite cannot help Quoens­
],nd, and it re'lnirecs the _\!mighty to come 
P.long and lift Queensland out of her troubles. 
I say " Anoen'' to t.hat prayer. I intend to 
r:uotc p;on1e figures to s~1ow the people ju c·t 
ox;;ctly "-bore their money is being wasted 
on State enterprisc;,, Out of 'l_lrust H'unc1

" on 
the 30th .June, 1920, t}eye has been spent 
a sum of £2Cl,l91, ,,nd on the 30th ,June of 
this year £.589. :65--a less of £385,274 for the 
yc..n·. The Pxpcndjbue ,,-as £L,~74.120; f:J 

that t.he loss ~' _,; 26 fl•'' cent. If there are 
any monr<s which should ·be saci1od in 
respect of expenditure, I ta.kc it that they 
arc, Trust Funds. deposited in the Savings 
Be_nk, and lent to the Government by the 
people for the rlovelopmc 1t of the State. 
Have they been used in legitimate develop­
ment, or have thev been w:~st •. d in wild-cat 
schemes? I propose to show that they have 
been 'imply applied to wild-cat enterprises, 
"nd that tens of thousands of pounds have 
been lost to the State. 

I shall start with the trav.lor. The present 
Premier wa.s responsible more th>tn any 
other member of the i';abinet for its pm·­
chase. A firm in Bri .lnne tendered for it, 
and, rJthongh its price was practically on 
a par with the price paid in Now South 

vVales, it received merely a curt note saying 
that its tN,der could not be accepted and 
returning its cheque, whilst the trawler ..,.,?as 
r,urcha··ed in Now South ·wales. Thus did 
{he Govf:~nrnent encourage local enterprise 
.. nd help Queensland along, and yet at that 
very time that firm hn.d hard! anyone in 
its employ, so depressed was the trade. I 
e.m prepared to admit that there were some 
differences bct·,;cen the firm and the Govern­
n.c•nt with respect to the specifications, but 
no effort was made to see if they could be 
overcome e.nd the trawler built here. 

The TREA5URER: Do you know the terms 
of t.he tender? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I have seen the tendGr 
Hncl everything associated ith it, and I kno;v 
more about it than the Treasurer. It Js 
!rue that thP local firm was g-oing to take a 
le>ngcr time than the Government wanted. 

The TRE,\SlJRER: Three years. 

Mr. TAYLOR: No. 
The PREMIER: There was no time limit. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The tnc,der was to be 
delivered, according to the ans\vcr of the 
Premier in this House, son1e'"- h0re about 
Sc:)tOtllb('r in a particu1"1r y0ar ~ but he got 
it in March or April of the following year, 
or just about the time when the first trawler 
wo.s to have been dcliYered by the Brisbane 
flrm. 'rhc Government paid the New South 
Wakc; Government £32,000 fJr the trawler. 
Th; y offered it the other da.y for £25,000, 
and they would bo very glad to take £10,000 
or £12.000 for it at the prccont moment. Of 
that purchase money £10,668 is at present 
charged to lean. Unless action is hken to 
di·ciJC··C of the trawlet. then· will be a furthl'l' 
Ios~ bY depreciation. Tb; trawler has boon 
out of com1nis~ion for about eleven or twelve 
months. If the Treasurer and the Premier 
ha<! taken some of the good adYice that I 
and other hon. members on this side have 
given the:n, they would not be in such a 
harrl-up position as t..hey have been in during· 
lhe pa. t f0w months. During the life of this 
h·.__~v: _l' lt has a} ..:;orbed £15.192 iro.::11 Cou­
eolidatc·d Revenue, in <cddition to £10,688 
from the Lo.tn Fund. Even if it were sold 
for £10,000 o;· £12,000 more than it cost, 
thoro would still have been a loss on the 
original price. That is ono of the ventures 
th.:<t have be :'11 ';o disa~trous to the State. 

I now want to refer to that wonderful 
craft "Douglr.s I\lla''· " I fine! no fault 
'\ ith tlH-) Govcrnmm1~ doing ·'nnnthing at 
a tinL when. "o far ~as tLcv ( ou1d ~cc~ 
thc•re \VU:) no opportunitv, other~ than by pur­
< 1 1<.~--,ing u. boat, o:f supplying tho -,ynntf'. of the 
pcoplL in thP Gulf country. ~-\ny Governn1e11t 
worthy of the name would have doDo the 
same. But the Govcrnn1ent bonght un unsuit­
able tub at a cost of £18,500, and they 
n paired it, bringing the co,;t un to £19,645. 
~rho lo:·s on the "Donglas Meu,v·~on" has 
been £10,656. "\Yith respccct to State enter­
prises the Government told the people from 
one end of the State to the other, "Put us 
in power. \Ve vill give you everything you 
want. Just put us in }10\YCr. You \\'ill sec 
what we can do." Yet the Governn1cnt 
havo had to go to a pl'ivato firm und have 
mbsidisecl them to run a boat to the Gulf. 
If the Gov<>rnment could only insure the 
"Douglas i\1awson" "ml get someone to put 
a match to it, they would mcke " proDt out 
of it. Thev should not insure it with the 
State Insur"ance Department, because there 
would be no profit made out of that . 

. Yr. 'l'~t~/"' ,J 
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I would like now to refer to the Auditor­
GcJH'ral's n )lod in de"ling with the J dfr<:y 
pulvcriser. The report states-

" In August, 1920, the Joffrey pul­
'"cri •1r w:· s forwardf•d to the Gtmno 
Fcrtili -r Company, Hockhampton. This 
company agreed to pay rental for the 
1narhin:=- <Jt the 1 _j_te of £3 per rncnt:l, 
and c-Utaincd a pltrch-.,-_;e option oT,cr 
same. Only £ + b. h so far been paid 
bv the company, thjs aTnount being ono 
illonth's rent and haulag2 charge~-"'. The 
do bit nut·standin~ at the 30th J uno, 1921, 
was £48 7s. 3cl.' 

The SECRETARY FOR A~niC1L1 en:· : \\' c ha Ye 
r eeivcd pa.; n1cnt sine(_ thc-~1. 

Mr. 'L'\. '\ LOH: I am very pleased to he.>r 
th.1t. It is quite oYidC>nt that the Co\'el'n­
ment \Yould not have found that out if it 
h11d not bcPn pointed out in tho Auditor­
Gcrj_eral's rpport. rfhc~ would _ot ban.: ru­
cciYcd any p~.;.v,·~lcnt fur i~. because they 
eYidentl:v Jjd not kno· .. r anytbing n~ nJl about 
it until tho ..c.'>uditor-Gc,wr"l';; report refc,rrcd 
to it here. are the 

altor,)·d l1c1· 
puJyer· .·•r 
Auditor-General says-

" Tho dobit bal11ncc, £2,678 
is rep re .c ~ tc d by af- <{et th l 

vr·dn of y,. hleh 
th o' !igure 

will 

de~ri:ni{ 
l' l ' ' J" ~ \; 

_Grt.:Y 
'l'h~" 

17s. 

The SECR:..TARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE: A vu.l.­
vetiser is one of tbc n1ost irnportant thing.s 
in the Stat0. 

JUr. T~LI~YLOR: Quite true, but not a 
pulvcriser of that kind. 

I will now deal with the State arsenic 
n1ine. Tho Tn .. asurer kno .,s verY well thut 
I had a conversation with hi~ last ye 1r 

about that mine, rrnd he knows that '" ithin 
thrPc or four weeks of that col1VNS'1tion 
arsenic was put up , rout £20 or £30 per 
ton. I asked the Treasu rcr how long they 
1verc going to carry on the ar .·,·~nic mi110 in 
the way they ,-ere doing. I did not object 
to the charge ol £10 per i"ou for tl'c ar'·( -;,le 
supplied to the Lands Dqwrtl.10nt for t'10 
destruction of prickly-p2ar, lwt I objected 
to ar•.cnic being supp!ic,J to oubiders at a 
price which meant a loc< to the State. This 
wonderful arc:enic mine is prJ.ctically closed 
down now. The total expenditure on it 
;;inco FebruarY, 1918, ha:-:; L.'f'n £58,LJO: aLd 
there is nn 'amount of £46)800 cnving to 
the Trc:sun· for which the Troasurv has 
not chargr>d any intcr('""t. Tho A tldltor­
Genoeal's report should ue sent to oyory 
person in tho Stnte who has a vote. Hon. 
rnembcr·, in rcf~-rring· to the Aud:tor­
Gcneral's report in c'Jnnection with thi~ 
111att(~r, hc'.YC' 1-"'::atcd. ;• l-1c n1ak.c~ nq com­
Inent." I-Ie could not make anv corr1n1o~Ii". 
r.l,ho figures ... peak for thems8lvc..;:! ~o 
cornmcnt 1V[!,S uecessar·;. The totaJ loss on 
that mine amount.·. to· £7,249. It is nv.c " 
QU(l.:<.tion of th-0. rnine bning a (k td lo~s of 
£30,000 oJ~ £JO,LJO bt)fcre it ;·:-: all cYer. It i~ 
our dut~, t·~ C'riti(-,:'3,~; and, i{ hon. Plernb£:r., 
opposit, c:u1 fird an"., thing tha, 1vill C"H"D'' 

an~,,,vh0re nor, r their r2o1rd, I y, ill stop 
critirif'ing. 

I come now to tho State Produce Agenc'\'. 
Thoro are no figure-:; in the Auditor-General's 
l'<'port concerning that. 

[Mr. Taylor. 

'The PRE' !ER: vYhat ab JUt the tickets on 
the rail·,, a.v wagons? 

Mr. 'l'L\ YLOH: A ticket on the hon. gcn­
t.k·n1nn wonlJ not be worth verv .much. A 
ship:mont of 1Xhcat v.~as :UlatL L_:t :·car, '~.bout 
1vhich certain questions \d:'r~ asked in the 
}fousf', and the n)plir.; giY<...t1 V"': not in 
aocordance w·jth fact. The 'iYhcat Qucens-
1r,ld iu ;{oYe:n1~ . .)er or J)c:~<:.'tnL-w last for 

\re ,,·cro told that it· was cnt on 
r.ccount, to bt sold in London 

of the SLtto Pr0ducc Ag·oncy. In 
reply \Ye have rcc.,)ive.d \Ve wero 

GoYcrnLlent haYo not, had the 
account. The lo<s -~·ill certainly bo 
ld ·ccn £10,000 and c'Ll5.COO. They told us 
th t the rnanagcr of t iH:! Produce 

bonght the w}wle ;se goods 
uuthuritv: thn•· he goods in 

and J uno last vcar. and them in 
until l\ovcrnhrr" or and that 

;o--,ld eh _{f in Bri~haue at ~t3 l)<'f ton 
±:8 J;C~' ton. 

(oT-I:., were 
for, sorw c.,._~-:H~s, ~1early 

ago; and. in the: ea.::-~~ of tho 
\YLc. t, probably six r.nonth:. .age. 

IIon. Yl. :F'o.r:G.\.X S}JITII: Th· pun'~lasGs 
1n:rc all 1111tle within the: period of ono 
IJ.!,Jnth. 

:Mr. TA YLOH.: Stock was taken, I pro­
f'Ul11l', at the State Protlt:.ce ~:\gPncy o!l ~Oth 
June> hu~t, aLd vv·· shaH kno'.. untll oOth 
.June next what tho IS. V-.!hon the 
;::\tat·c agency recor-d conH to writL·n up, 
if the loss is only £25,000, I think the Go­
vcrnnlcnt will got off y,~ry light!y; but I 
,;o not think that that ~mount vYill cov·er 
tbc lo" .. 

'i"lw toL' 1 i1~d0bt;· .l:nf' 0'i the Eo·,·. en Coal-
mine to the Trea,Ul'Y 30th June last Wets 

£.~1.6c·f 13c. lld.; the Auditor-Gencr:J 
said-

" ~rhis undertaking had not arrived at 
thr producing stag~ .t 3Jth Jnne. 1921."' 

The ]?RE::,.:IER: That is not a fact·. 

11r. TA YLOil : I prefer to tako the 
Auditor-General's report-

" ':rhe indebtednt:_s to th'' TrcJ,sUl'? at 
30th June, 1921, ,,-as £41,654 13s. lld., 
consis~1ng of the follov,ing :-

£ 8. d. 
Tot!ll e:xncnditure since l·)~.!.l-

mcnc->r'J]()nt of operat-ion" . 41,879 8 10 
Total rcvc.lU0 sine(~ r _nl-

mencement of opcr2.tions 221 14 11 

Balanccc ... 
This expenditure 
under-

D ·. ~-'241.654 13 11 
h'J been debited as 

£ s. d. 
1. From inception to 3C:h 

·June, 1919, t) Stcte Enter-
prises Fund 2.3u5 8 2 

2. Fro:11 1 t July, 1919, to 30th 
,)Llllf\ 1921, to D. pc.rtmcnt 
of 1\IinPs 39.289 5 9 

£41,654 13 11 
" Tho attention of tho ]\Iincs Depart­

Jncnt hn" been directed i'l th·' nccc!:o,ity 
for tunalgamQ.tins these r:ntries. Interest 
gncl re-demption 1) 30th ,]une, 1921, haYO 

n c~utrgcd on it .n1 1, and debited t<: 
Stntr Enterpri••·< Tr,~,.+ Aceount, hut 

no sln1ilar charge ha3 1J( '11 ma.de in con~ 
ncction v;ith item ?\o. 2." 

That is the way we got a sm·ph•3, and that 
is th.? v·ay the State ClltLrpri9· s arc being 



carried on. If the Premier shoald be m 
office for another t·hree years, I an1 sure he 
vvill novor start another St. at::: ontcrpri •t. 

VVith re t-o the Statr Coai-
:.c2inc, the 

£ s. d. 
" The t-otal indeLteclm ;s to 

the Treasury at 30th June, 
1921. y.-,~, ... ... . .. 13.393 9 2 
comisting- of the following-:-

ToLl ex-
£1 ~.973 12 s 

mw 5.575 3 6 
--------Dr.l3.398 9 2 

"All expenditure hJ.s been debited to 
Loan Fun{L and r ') interest has c,.J fa 
b: en chargc:d thereon. 

" \Vork ·was con1nwne:::d ln JYiarch, 1919, 
on ;,haft No. 1, but the coal thPrefroln 
[HOY1·-:-l. Ull3· ti:::factorv; Ci>ll tlh' 
shaft v .• " c handonod.- The cost of 
the:·-·~ operations, £3,756 2s. Sd., js ther-.­
fo:n3 a le~:>, and is being writ;;en off:' oYer 
a. period of twentJ ye 1r2." 

Any one wou:Cl think we w0rc getting o .:r 
m_oncy for nothing-

,, A prospcc.:ting shaft \Vas begun on the 
prP.~~Jnt s..itG in J an nary, 1920, and, the 
cJal prov1ng sati~factJry, a \',Jrking sh.-:ft 
\VU3 cornn1cnccd in s~,vternh=r, 1'i20. Th_ 
Ini·_.o considered to have rcarhed th..; 
prochF.' stage in Januarv 1921 from 
which date 8,294 tons of eo;] had been 
mined. 

" The cost of production has b,-. •n 17s. 
lOd. per ton, and 8.091 tuns of coal had 
b<','n di,:posed of, rnosdy to the Rail"cey 
~-cpartment, "t a tentative selling price of 
l'+s. 9d. per ton. 

"The loss to dat.-., cxr1usivc of inb=:i~est 
on th-::, Treasury overdraft, has been 
£1,387 5s. lOd." 

Th.ct is another of the State enterprises that 
~ve are carrying on at th0 prcsrnt time. and 
ll1 connection with wb ich t-be taxi"" ·;crs of 
Queensland arc l'cing bled white. ' 

Then we ccmo to the Styx River Coal­
mine-

Debit. 
" The Trcastn7 overdraft 

at 30th .Tunc. 1821. -·as ... £7,(99 14 7 
co;upri .Qd of the folk wing:-

Total cxpon-
dilLP e ... £14.305 15 6 

Total collec-
tions 6.606 0 11 

£7,699 14 7 
"ExpPncliture has been charged to 

Loan Fund, but interest has nOt been 
debited thcreon." 

_ In tbo hole <;f the State enterprise,, involY­
Jng an cxpcnrhturc of tens of thou;:;ands of 
pound:;. no interc--t has been ch:-rgcd in an-:· 
c,_,hape or form. Continuing. the Auditm:­
Ucneral said-

" I=>tospec: ing "\York \vas commenced in 
October,. 1918. and the first coal was dis­
J1osod of in f.ugu;'t, ,1919. the st<tm being 
1n a very aisturoca area. Further f'X~ 
pendituro on shoft ).To. 1 incurred this 
year amounted to £3.799 19-c. 4d., and 
the sales of coal won during- the course 
of those operationcl realised £3.457 2s. 1d. 

"The einking- of ,n_ new shaft (Xo. 2) 
was commcn-.ed in :\Tarch. 1921, the ex­
penditure theroon at cOth June, 1921, 
being £1,341 13s. 2d." 

1 c 3'J 

I\'ow ·-·e come to the Stccte battcri s. in 
regard to .,--hich we arc told by the Auditor­
General-

'· rrhe fcHo\Ying is a SlU11nlary of the 
finant'ial transnctio·Js n.t each batter,,·:-

\.-:-cnus Batter~, Charters To·vcrc,­
Tho rxcf'JS of worki11g t·~.::pm1scs OYCl' 
rev ~nnc ~lnce inception {.\u:.:;uJt, 1919) 
wac, £216 ls. 8cl. Charg ~s ViTitten off 
:J.s irrccoYerablc an1ountcd to £175 
5 9J. : ant1 Hlf.') ex cc s cf c:~,~r 'iHl;tnn.! 
oYer rol1cc·~ion3 ,t. 30th Ju~o, 192:!., v.us 
£2.259 14s. 1d. 

H ~!TI.ford Battcry.-Excess of work~ 
ing l'X};enFo.s OYPl' l'PY~nu,. this ver:.r 
wa, £655 6s. 2d., n1aking the fatal 
loss on , - wking 1tlo1L, :-;incz: inc..;p~ 
tion. £ +, 049 6s. Thu tohd net cor,~ 
of the battery to ZJth June, 1921. "·a-; 
£13,2J5 4s. 6d. 

I(idstcn Batterv.-~A new L Ltterv j3 
in course of · at Kic.L;ton. 
The total cost June, 1921, ·, _s 
£4):::02 12~. 9d. an1ounL aHthuri ·~d 
b/ E}~ccutivc cf 26th August, 
1920. for this purp ,,, '· __ , £5/ ·lC. 
flonstruction 1vork is nearing comple­
tion." 

1Tlwt is an1)thcr bnttcrr. '.Yhich will be thD 
san1e 'S tho rc"t o£ i:~:t..' ]l wlLll it ~tarts 
opPratL>n 

Oil Bore v;-..:. · trterl ::1 •n Yt.:-nr~ 
ago, up to a certain r :i.:.1t. it v;Lts a :itbti~ 
fiablc expenditure, becau. c there \Y::ts e\·cry 
rea· '>11 io believe that payable eupplies of oil 
\Yonld be {Jund· at R~ m'" But during 
lad eighteen rnonths or two yPars, 
difficultic prcc cntcd thomsch· · , the dcpart­
n1ent ~hould not have re]:-:~1 ,oleh~ on the 
departnH ntal otiiccrs. They ~hot.~kl hu Ye 

br~.>ugh: in 0xpcrts or LL the thing undor 
< ·1nh·act. Although I <lo not find fault ,-ith 
the monc~· spent on tl,c Roma Oil Bore. ii 
theY had let the work of finding that brokon 
bit· to some of the l'rnB in Queensland. they 
\;C"uld probably have --:tvcd thomtnch of 
pounds. That bore has cost the State 
£29,951. and \YP b>aye 1wt r ,ceivL-d a eopper 
of rcv0nae fron1 that cxncndit :re. 

l'\ o~.v \YP co1n·:· to the ~::t .. i c Iron and Steel 
VYorks, in regard to 1,;hjd1 the Auditor~ 
General f-ays that the expc1Jditur0 last yem•. 
was £5,028. and tho total ·cpendituro up to 
the pl'(\:Pnt tin1e £16.2l>S. 'That inclndcs 
£2.048 cxpon,es of Yl:e:>ors. Brophy. Cullon, 
.and Jack on on their vi~it. to YDmpi Sound, 
and boring- th0re. and £3.000 for tho o·Jtion 
on the Yam pi Sound iron d -posi: . - The 
r'"'port ~a?s-

" In addition to thP nboYo f'xpenditure, 
debentures to the valnc' o' £30.000 ha n• 
been issued under the Lo:-~n Act of 1918 
for a 1ea~t? of Yarnpi Sound for a pC'ri-od 
of borent:v~onc ye~u , with t•hc right of 
renc-;yal for a furth;:-r t ~rrn of twent""P-01~c 
vc,ars. Thr, ,8 debentures bf,lr in~er0'"t at 
l:he rate of 6 p0r rent .. and n1L1ture on 
lst I\'ovomber, 1930. 

"The .,-ork accomplished to date 
includes the preparation of plans. esti­
mates of co-st, and ~nrYt'\' of the sjtc of 
t11c proposed ..... vorks Qt Bo\\·en." 

I only hope the Gov£>rn1ncnt ,,,iJl rcc;Yer that 
a~nount: but. if the Goyer~nncnt ('1.--:·uld get 
th, Brok0~ I-IjJl pc )plc to purcho :;c the it' 
option in connrctjon with th{' iron ore 
deposit. they would be >Yell adYiscd to get ri-d 
of it. 

Now \VC come to the ;yondcr~al State enter· 
prise known as the \Van·a Sbte Co."lminc 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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rrhe :\nditor-G0neral ,,ays, in regard to that 
rnine-

·' During the year ··<des of plant rulis(d. 
£7.041 0'. 10d .. 1lL•.king- a total of £8,166 
Bo·. 7d. since 1st July, 1919, ,,-hich has 
l1~Cc1 credited to Consolidated Revenue 
Fnnd as an offset against th{' an1ount of 
£47,~1:3 chargc·d thereto as at 30th June, 
1919." 

It is time the Government altored their policy 
in connection with the afiairs of this State 
and allowed eomeone dso to conduct them 
in a rnore satisfactorv Inanncr. 

The next matter is tlw State Smelters, Ore 
R.ciudion, and 'Treatmcn+ \Yorkc In that 
connection there has been advanced from Loun 
no lees a sum than £249.947, and the pur­
chase of debentures £42,265, making· a total 
of £292,212. 'The\ lo. s for the last twelve 
months was £43.075, and the previous year's 
profit was £1,375. 'This is what the Auditor· 
G:__ncral says in regard to. the'"·' sn1elters-

" I deem it advisabhl that honourable 
members should be furnished wit1h the 
fullest available information in rcopect to 
this undertakin:;s.'' 

There is a short sentence full of meat, and 
I hope in connection with the finances of 
Queensland that the, Treasurer and Premier 
will bo more careful in tho future than thev 
have been in the past. If they told what 
they believe iH their h<Jarts in r<'gard to 
State enterprises, they would tell the people 
that th<Jy would never touch them again. 
I beg to soeond the 1notion. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chillagoe): Th0 leader of the Opposition. in 
1noving this motion, based his rr1ain charges, 
if they can be dignified by the term of 
chaq·eo, upon an ex-r"artc statement plaood 
in his hands by a dismissed public servant. 
If the hon. member had <\pproachcd the 
J'dinister on the matter, he could have had 
a full reply to all the puerile statements 
placed in his hands by the man Gallagher. 
I do not regard the charges made by the 
hon. rn< L1b0r as 'vorth"'· of too nnwh notice. 
It is quit" obvious tllat the hon. m{)mbor 
has tried to embarrass the Government bv 
sta-rting a long ·CL.y-after-day discnssion on 
stale mr.tters referred to by him,elf and the 
leader of the National party-mutters that 
haYe been mentioned time after timo in this 
Padian1cnt during the pre.,ent session and in 
the past session. Therefore it is not n1y intPn­
tion to treat the w: nt of conlidence mot.ion 
'" bein~ worthy of any notic0. I thereLre 
1l10YC-

" That the question bu no\Y put." 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the House divided:-

Mr. llarber 
Brennan 

,, Bulcock 
Cvnroy 

. , Cooper, F. A. 
, Cooper, \V. 

". g~~~· 
Dnnstnn 
Ferricks 

, Fihe!ly 
, Foley 

Forc1e 
, Gilday 
,, Gillies 

Gleclson 
!' Hartl0y 

Huxham 

AYES, 35. 
l\Ir. Kirv n,n 

Lard 
, Larcomb 
, 3J cCormac:.:: 
, jfullan 
, Paync 
, J'CH"l~ 

Pollock 
,, Hiorclan 

Hvnn 
smith 
~topford 

,, Theodor~ 
\Veir 

, Wellington 
"';ilson 

, Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Bulcock and ~Ir. Conroy. 

[Mr. Ta.ylor. 

::VIr .. \ppel 
, Barnf""3, G. P. 

lhrnes, \V. H. 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
,, Brand 
, ('.; tterm ul! 
, Clayton 
,, Oorser 

Oostdlo 
" D·- ].COil 

, Eclwards 
Elphinstone 
Flctcher 

" FrJ 
, Green 
, .Tones 

NoEs. 34. 
:)Fr. Knr 

., King 
1.f1~Ctl1 

, , :ilf ::tcgre;.;or 
_\faxwell 
.Jlc )re 

,. :VIor . 
,, Petrie 

Tiohcrts, .T. R. C~ 
., llobcrb, T. P.. 

Sizt~r 
.c:wa--nC' 
Tay for 
Ynu"~-lt:>s 
\Vallter 
\Y1..rren 

Tellers: ~fl'. Costcllo and ~.Ir. Logan. 

P.A.IR. 

Aye~::\fr. Collins. No-J\fr. Pcterson. 

Resoh··ed in the affirmative. 

Question-Want of confidence motion (.11,·. 
\'a~clcs)-put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Barne•, G. P. 

Earnrs ,V, H. 
, RC' h hington 

Eo]] 

Brand 
Cdttermull 

,, Cln.yton 
Corser 
Costcllo 
11ra·· on 
Edwarcl" 
Elphin.stone 

" F1C'tClH'l" 
Fry 
Creen 
.Tone's 

ArEs, 34. 

::\fr. K<:>rr 
King 
Log1.n 
:;\lact"rC'gor 
1'fax~"·ei1 
}fOOl"•-,. 

, .:vrorgan 
~ott 
Pt-trie 

, Iloberts, .T. R. C. 
J'olwrt•, T. H. 
Sizer 
:--1vay:. .~ 

Tnylor 
Yrv.Jes 
"\ValkeT 
\Varnn 

Tellers: :Mr. Flch:hcr and Mr. Fry. 

Mr. Rf1rbcr 
Rrcnnan 
Bu!cock 
Conroy 
CoopPr, F. A. 

,, Cooper, 1.V. 
Covne 
D-,'sh 
Dunstan 
FNrioks 

, Fihelly 
Foie'~-' 
Forrlc 

, Gildny 
Gi!l!es 
Glcdson 
Jlltl'tley 
Huxham 

~OB'3, 35. 

J1Ir. Kirwan 
Land 
J,arcombe 
}fcCorm'aC!k 
'""fnlln.n 
Pa,·ne 
Pc8.s0 
Pollock 
Rion1an 

, Hyan 
~mith 
f!topford 
The. -1orP 
Weir 

, \Vellington 
v,~ilson 

\Vmst1.nley 

Tellers: i\>Ir. Foley and ~~r. Fonle. 

PAIR. 

. .Aye-:Mr. Peterson. No-l\Ir. Collins . 

Resolved in the negative. 

[12.30 a.m.] 

\DJOUR?\1\IEKT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move-That tb..: 
House do now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House a,djourned at 12.30 a.m. 




