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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

\VEDNESDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1921. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN (Hon. T. Nevitt} 
took the chair at 4.30 p.m. 

A:\IE::\D~1E::\T. OF ST~\NDI="!G lUJLES 
A="!D ORDERS. 

APPROVAL. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 
thu receipt, from the Deputy Governor, of " 
message conveying His Excellency's approval 
to the amendment of the Standing Rules and 
Orders as adopted by the Council on 4th 
October, 1921. 
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FI:'\A:'\CIAL ADMINISTILUION OF 
GOVER='J:'-.IE::\'T. 

RESUliiPTI0:-1 OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of t.he Dey being call0d for 
the rosumrtion of the adjourned debate on 
Mr. Fowles's motion relative to the financial 
administration of the Government-

HoN. E. W. I-I. FOWLES said: I thank 
hon. gentlemen for giving me the opportunity 
of a brief respite and of being abl0 to reoume 
what few remarks I have to offer on this 
motion. If time "ould permit, probably 
every member of this Council, and every 
m<ember of the public outside, would j1refer 
to h-ave something to say on this matte:·· 
Paragraph (h) deals with the fact that th1s 
Government last year dealt with an unprece­
dented amount of public money from Loa;> 
Fund, from Trust Fund, and from consoh 
dated revenue. Roughly speaking, the 
revo1me to-day is £12,000,000, while in 19J.4 
it >vas £6,000.000, practically half of what it 
is to-day. Of course, it will be said that the 
£1 note to-day is onl,· worth 15s., and that 
thr real incrcas(' in revenue is only 
£3.000.000. Our revenue to-day is £12,601.000, 
ancl the Government in 1920-21 manipulated 
a loan expenditure of £4,251,248. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: \Vhat do vou mean 
by " manipulate-d " ? Is there any sinister 
inference? 

Ho:-~. E. W. H. FO\YLES: Not at alL 
\\' ould " handle " do? 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: That is much better. 

IIo;;. E. W. H. FO\VLES : The Govern­
ment handled a loan expenditure of 
£4.251.248, and a Trust Fund expenditure of 
£4.6o4.224. That is a large sum of money 
for a small communitv of 750.000 souls to 
handle in a year, and yet, in Sj,itc, of .all that 
the dole for the year amounted to £120,519, 
or thirteen times wh11t the public expenditure 
on relief was in 1918. That io all after tho 
boom of the war. That is after six vears' 
trial of an allegod LaLour Administration. 
That is after six years of administration sup­
posedly in the interests of the working man. 
I do not suppose any Government in t,he his­
tory of Queensland has talked more about 
th,, working man and done less for him than 
the present Government. 

Hon. H. BEDFORD: Still thev sayed £2,000 
in connection with that coalmi'ne. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOvVLES: The Govern­
ment want as much credit as thev can get. 
They have lost all credit in London, and 
e.-ery>~here else, except in New York; the 
compatriots of J. S. Badger. For the first 
two months of this financial .-ear the amount 
paid in rc·lief was no lcsd a sum than £30,000. 
::\o one objects to rolief being given to needy 
rersom. The point I wish to make is that 
thc1·e sheuld be no c1ll for relief in a country 
such a' Queensland. The relief amounts to 
£15.000 a month at the present time, and 
probably by the end of the year £200,000 will 
have been spent in relief. Can the Govern 
ment say that is an economical >vay of spend­
ing money? 

Hon. E. J. HANSON : They spent 
£100.000,000 in relief in Great Britain last 
year. 

Ho:-~. E. W. H. FOWL'RS: The hon. 
gentleman says so. Here we have a Labour 
Government that claim'· the right to work. 
Thl' country is calling out for work; £450,~0·) 

,- orth of buildir,gJ have been sto)Jp<- i ;n 
Queensland for one reason or anofhor. 

I-I on. R. BEDFORD: Where do you get thos" 
figures from.? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : The hon. 
gentleman has been away from Parliament 
for the last three weeks. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You cannot alter tha 
fact that you s·et these figure; out of the air. 

Ho:-~. E. W. H. FOWLES : The hon. 
g-2r.tlc1nan, jf he roads "Hansard," nnd it is 
his dutv to do so, will got the aetnal names 
of the firms who were ready to expend that 
amount on buildings, and the amount was 
certified to by the architect. 

Hon. W. J. DUNSTAN: The question is 
whether they had the funds to go on with 
the work. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: I challenge the figures, 
and I have not been away from Parliament. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: They are the 
figures that were given in another place. I 
am not allowed to quote from the debates in 
that place, but the full list was given in 
another place. 

Hon. T. L. J ONES : .A very loose statement. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The actual 
figures weTe given. 

Hon. T. L. JoNES: But they were not 
ju·cified. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: At all cvenrs, 
the buildings were stopped. The hon. gentle­
man can have the full list, and he may b~ 
permitt'ld to sec some of the plans, which I 
,ha.-c had the privilege of seeing, which were 
arrested at the last moment. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: You said "stopp<'cl for 
one reason or another." I hope you do n•Jt 
mean that they were stopped as a resnit of 
the administration of this Government. 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWL.ES: It was "roh. 
ably o\ving· to the uncertainty running 
throug·hout the whole community with regat·d 
to bu ,inoss ventures; it was probably ovviug 
t.o the high cost of material; it was pror· .,biv 
to some 1·xtent due to the high cost of wag-',•. 

Hon. '1'. L. JoNES: That app]i(·S all over 
the world. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: These lmilc!ia:.;s 
have heon stopped hero. This is supposed to 
be an advanced Government that looks years 
ahea:d, and are prepared for contingencie'.; 
like that, and ha vo a remedy at hand. At 
any rate" half a million pounds' worth of 
buildings were stopped in Queensland. The 
Christian eharitv of this Government ran to 
£120,519 last year, and an avemge of £15.000 
a month for this vear. We have not been 
able to get the figi;res for September d this 
year. 

An HONOURABLE GENTLEMAN: Do you say it 
was ill-spent? 

HoN. E. W. II. FOWLES: The prosecu­
tions show that some of it was ill-spent. I 
suppose the police clo their duty in the mattPr 
as well as can be expecte·d. There is a c~r­
tain class in the community-not many-wh.)· 
will not work so long as they can get three· 
meals a day. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: That is so; I have seen 
them on the other side. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Many people 
in Queensland, when they see that the result 
of the policy of the present Government is 
high wages just for a little while and then 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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men flung out of employment-when they see 
that is the policy, they say, "Rather than get 
£7 or £8 per week for a month and then 
starve for the rest of the year, we would 
sooner get £5 10s. a week regularly through­
out the year." 

The next paragraph deals with the efforts 
of this Government to settle returned soldiers 
on the land. Admittedly that is a difficult 
matter. The soldier's welfare sometimes falls 
between two stools in this way : The Federal 
Government are supposed to have the over­
sight of a certain expenditure, but they 
delegate their powers and cash to the State 
Government, and between the two the soldier 
does nnt get a fair spin from either Govern­
ment. That may be fairly admitted. It also 
may be fairly admitted that not every soldier 
is ordained by Providence to be a farmer. 
A man thinks he will make a success, but 
finds after months or years of experience 
that that is not his forte in life. I hope 
that the Government will not find this in 
some of the settlements round about Stan­
thorpe-that some of the soldiers having 
borrowed to the limit of £625 and finding 
themselves up against a bad season or in 
some other untoward circumstances, simply 
walk off the farm, and the Government have 
to foot the bill. We know that the Common­
wealth Government has been very generous 
to us. They have given us £2,779,000 up to 
the end of the financial year in order to 
settle soldiers on the land. But there is a 
big difference between the perfunctory carry­
mg out of administration and a reallv 
sympathetic carrying of it out, and I think 
that the Government ought to make every 
possible effort to help soldiers to find out 
their proper vocation before theY ende:tvour 
to put them on the land. · 

Hon. T. L. JONES: Do you not admit there 
has been a large number of failures? 

HoN. R'. W. H. FOWLES: There ought to 
have be'iln greatet· care taken in order to 
red_uce the number of failures. The figures, 
wh!Ch we cannot refute in the Auditor­
General's report show 'no less than 400 
soldiers--

Hon. W. R. CRAMPTON : Some of the best 
results have been obtained at Stanthorpe. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: A lot of good 
things can be said about soldier settlement 
at Stanthorpe. I did not mention any other 
place, because the Auditor-General's report 
indicates that there is room for a difference 
of opinion as to the success of other places. 
I am also free to admit, whether we like 
to own up 1o it or not, that the sentiment in 
favour of patriotism and really helping the 
soldiers is gradually lessening as the months 
and years pass aw~y. Unless any Government 
are kept up to their strict duty in regard to 
the'e matters they will probably forget. I 
make these remarks lest we do forget. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: Some of the private 
'-mployers forget. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The private 
employer is not endowed by the Federal 
Government; he has not the inexhaustible 
Commonwealth purse bellind him. The 
Government who pose as the general bene­
factors of the soldiers are really paid by the 
Federal Government. 

Hon. E. J. HANSON: Practically none of 
tho unemployed soldiers were ever in the 
Government serv·ice before. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That is so, and 
I would go a little further, because, that 

[Hon:. E. W. H. Fowles. 

being so, the soldiers have not the privilG>ges 
they would have had otherwise. 

Hon. E. J. HAxsox: These chaps have lost 
their employment altogether from private 
enterprise. 

HoN. K W. H. FOWLES: Employment is 
getting scarcer ami scarcer. 

Hon. W. P. CoLBORNE: Why don't the 
private employers stick to them? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Business men 
have to shorten sail. Taxation and financial 

· embarrassment of one kind and another, the 
oyer!apping of departments, and the uncer­
tainty of control of business are driving men 
out of the country or into the Insolvency 
Court. We are m·arer to the edge of things 
than the hon. gentleman knows in regard to 
many things. I refer now to the next para­
graph-the fact that the Government Savings 
Bank has been handed over, and wish to 
Pmphasise that that was handed over by 
what the Labour party would call "secret 
diplomacy." I just use that phrase because 
it is a very common one. I think the whole 
o£ the negotiations with regard to the hand­
ing over of a large State asset should be 
known by the people as they proceed. 
H~n. T. L. JONES: It was ratified by 

Parhament. 
HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is very easy 

to ratify with a majority in both Houses. I 
think a matter such as that, involving the 
handing over of £15,000,000, oug,ht to be put 
to referendum. Here, the State has an 
opportunity of building up a huge financial 
institution on which future generations in 
(~ucensland could rely. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: Why did you not vote 
for the Initiative and Referendum Bill? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That, .at all 
events, is a question involving 270,000 deposi­
tors and also involYing almost the financial 
stability of our State. That SaYings Bank 
has been the petty cash bank of the Govern­
ments of Queensland for years. It has been 
the pride of Queensland. 

Hon. E. J. HANSON: I remember certain 
public men leading a rush on it. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Hon. g-entle­
men of this Council did their very best to 
stop that rush, and it was very fortunate 
thev di·d succeed. The result of the t.ransfer 
is t'hat the State has to pay ~ per cent. more 
on all money in it than previously, and this 
money is badly needed at tne present time 
to reduce t·he deficit. Are the present Go· 
vernment satisfied with their own record? 
They promised a number of cheap things­
che&p food, cheap fish, cheap money, and 
cheap everything; but, really. during the six 
years they have been in office, they have 
scarcely delivered the goods if we except 
cheap promises. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We have pro­
vided cheap meat. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is clearer 
than in Sydney at the present time. 

Hon. W. J. DuKSTAN: Would you rob the 
pastoralists? 

Hon. 'T. L. JONES: You do not consider 
that· paragraph (j) is a fair statement of the 
facts of the case? I object very strongly to 
sa.ying t.hat it fell into the hands of the 
Commonwealth. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: How would the 
hon. gentleman alter it? I am willing to 
alter it. There is the fact that the Federal 
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Governn1ent have gone into ·possessjon, and 
I would put it that way if that will d?. 
I gi vo the page of the Auditor-General s 
report and the hon. gentleman has a copy 
of th~ actual agreement, no doubt. 'l'he 
.concluding paragraph is-

" That in view of the parlous position 
of tho Stat·e finances the electors should 
be granted an opportunity of restoring 
public credit." 

Ron. gont.lemen will see what are the alterna­
tivC>o. 

lion. P. J. LEAHY: The Government should 
be asked to resign. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Certain consti­
tutional quest.ions arise regarding a dissolu­
tion; but anyone can see that a Government 
with a narrow majority of thirty-six votes to 
thirty-ftve, and those thirty-six votes repre­
senting a minority of over 20,000 electors, 
cannot be in a satisfactory position. 

Hon. W. J. DUNSTAN: Mr. Peterson was 
elected as a Labour man, and now he opposes 
the Government. 

Hon. P. J. LEAI!Y: And his people ar2 
behind him. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It does rot 
speak well for the treatment of a man who 
for years has been loyal to his party. 

Hon. W. J. DuNSTAN: He would have still 
been a good Labour man if he had been 
allowed to transfer to the safer seat of 
Leichhardt. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: There is no one here 
to contradict that statement. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The altern~l·iYe 
would be a dissolution. 

Hon. W. P. COLBORXE: A double dissolu­
tion? 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\\TLES: I would not 
like to lose the hon. gentleman from this 
Council. Another alternative is a coalition 
Government, but, on looking at things dis· 
passionately, we must confe"s t.hat coalition 
Governments do not often prove a succoSct. 
The third alternative is for the Governmflnt 
to keep on as long as they can, to go inb 
recess at pr-esent and call Parliament. together 
as late as possible next year-about show 
time, probably-and get Supply until the end 
of the financial year. Ca.n any decent citizen 
say that that i' .the way to govern the 
·country? That bnng'· mo to t·he last para­
graph, as to whether Parliament has not 
.outlived ito usefulness? Everybody knows 
that thi>< Government has outlive-d its useful­
ness. That is as clear as the sun. I am 
advancing this-\vhet.lu~r Parliament as an 
dl'cctive means of governing the country has 
not become effete? 

Hon. T. L. JONES: You only sav that' 
because your party has lost the re'lns of 
po-wer. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : Not at all. I 
am di~passionatel;· di~cnssing this. \Vhat nre 
the altcrnativ•·,? Soviet ism. local govern­
ment of that kind, or reconstruction of the 
Con·l,itution. That ma,,- have to come; I 
suppose it will come within the next three 
years, and t·hat may include elective Minis­
tries. As a matter of het, parliamentary 
gov0rnment has nutnv advantar~es. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : \Vho \\·ouJ.d elect the 
Ministry but the party? 

[5 p.m.] 
HoN. E. W. H. FO\VLES: :\'o: they could 

ibe elected by the ballot of the people. 'fhat 
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has boon tried in Switzerland with a good 
deal of success. Not only in Parliament but 
outside of Parliament a voice is being raised 
in regord to thi, Government's financial posi­
tion. That ,-oice of dissent, concerning t~e 
way in which the preselC't Goven~ment IS 
running the country to disaster, will grow. 
There will spread throughout Queensland 
before long a feeling, not so much of 
antagonism to the present Government, but 
a desire for better things in Queensland. 
\Vo arc squabbling- about party politi< '; the 
Labour party says we have the .best Sbte 
in the world. and yet we have this dammng 
record of which any Government should ~e 
thoroughly ashamed. Any Government, If 
they live on borrowed money. can make 
thii1g-s very merry so long as they continue 
to borrow· money. Any Government in the 
world can do that: but there must come a 
time when the borrowing of money must 
stop. That time is when we have to meet 
the interest from loan money. Queensland 
will have to meet a big interest bill next 
year-£3,500.000. All that money must go 
oveL,eas. and we do not get one pennyworth 
return for it. That is a statement of fact 
which ought to make hon. gentlemen pause 
and think as to hm1 we are going to meet 
it. How doe' this Government propose to 
meet it? By borrowing money to pay the 
interest? 

Ron. W. P. CoLBORNE: Do you suggest 
repudiation? 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES: ='fot at all. I 
a1n only saying that when a man expects a 
storm, he should prepare for it. If we have 
to send out from this country a large sum 
of money without any return for it, it is 
time that we stopped borrowing money and 
took steps to live \Yithin our means. 

RaN. R. BEDFORD : This motion, or series 
of motions can onlv have been tabled by 
the Hon. J\rr. Fowle~ to give him that lime­
light for which he so much yearns, because 
the statr·ments following on this motion have 
only been in the direction of hurting Queens­
land. Among other things, he remarked 
that Queensland was gradually sinking to 
the level of a fifth-rate ~:\merican republic, 
and ono of the reasons given us was that 
we were borrowing money to pay interest 
on old loan,. It mav be stated that no coun­
try in the world to-day conducts its business 
out of revenue. The terrible aftermath of 
the \Var had the effect of causing Govern­
ments to turn wherever they could for 
money. If, as the Hon. Mr. Fowles has 
always said. Queensland is a Bolshevik State, 
and th;tt the pi<csent rotten position he 
"'cribed to it is because of this present Go­
Yernment, and when as we knm: he has 
always been insisted on the wonderful good 
that would ac~rue to this State if we carried 
its buoiness on on the lines of the mother­
land, one is attempted to ask him why has 
Queensland sunk to the level of a fifth­
rate American republic because it has to 
borrow monev for the convusion of old 
loans at a big-ger rate of interest, when 
England, which OWL'< a thousand millions 
to America, has dd: .. nlted on the interest for 
three years, and has asked that the debt be 
cancelled. If we make absentee foreign 
pastoral companies pay rents equal to t.hose 
paid b:· Queenslanders liYing in the State, 
tl1en \\'C arc guilty of repudiation. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Of breaking a contract. 

Hon. R. Bedford.] 
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Ho;:.;. R. BEDFORD: Breaking a· con­
tract; but England could not be guilty of 
repudiation-because it is England. It is 
only low countries like Australian States 
the.t do that. A great countrY like England 
can ask for nancellation-- -

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: She did not ask for 
cancellation. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: She did, and it was 
refused. The Hon. Mr. Fowle", true always 
to the little scheme of innuendo on w hi eh 
he thrives and lives, say0 that this Govern­
ment-which is continually fighting the trusts 
and which fought the meat trusts of 
America, a matter for which ho is not going 
to forgive them, and he says it for the pur­
pose of making himself as nasty as possible­
had to go to the beef trusts. 

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLES (rising from his 
seat): I do not rise to a point of order. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: To draw attention to 
the state of the Council? 

Ho:-;. R. BEDFORD: To draw attention 
to himself. (Laughter.) The statement that 
this country had to sneak to the beef trusts 
of America for the purpose of getting the 
n1oney whie.h was necessary to carrv on the 
public '•ervices of this State, is oniy gener­
ally part of the innuendoes which these, the 
worst enemies of the State, have pursued 
the State with ever since the present Govern­
m••nt came into power. It is alleged that the 
real reason why Queensland could not g-et 
a loan in London was owing to the fact that 
money-lenders did not like our legislation. 
It is news to me that anv usurer would lend 
money for God's sake. The Hon. Mr. Fowles 
says that the figures shriek to heaven, and 
that if they were known t-hroughout the length 
and breadth of Queensland, there would be a 
revolution, and that if he were not a member 
of the Council, pledged to uphold law and 
honour, he would lead it. The hon. gentle­
man would lead a revolution ! 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR::-I: That is not in 
his motion. 

Ho:-;. R. BEDFORD: He did say that. I 
road it in one of his worshipping papers the 
other day. He could also lead a goose to 
the· water, when it rained, but not in time of 
drought. Mr. Fmvles has practicallY put th0 
poeition of this Government in such desperate 
st1·a its that he thinks of revolution even for 
himself, a man of peace whose weapons >tre 
pmyer. fasting, and charity; a man so kind, 
so pure. so noble, and incorruptible-that 
he would not in am- circumstances add to the 
burdens of this cm;ntry bv· selling it a coal­
mine. This pure-minded noble, incorrup­
tible gentleman says that,' if the present Go­
'. c•mment persists in its efforts of the last 
five or six Years. this country will be in such 
a frightful' condition that even he himself 
will lead a revolution. Tho Hon. Mr. Fowlos 
while dealing with his own virtues, lJy 
innuendo, said that Ministers were pilfering­
that Ministers were guzzling the money of 
the Stftte. Ho did not remark at the time 
that, strongly opposed as he is to State enter· 
prise,, he proposed to increase the cost of 
State enterprises b:; selling to the Govern­
ment a coalmine. The only reason was that 
th0 coalmin0 was his, and that circumstances 
alter casccs; and what harsher term can we 
think of to Ude for a man who, while pure, 
noble, and incorruptible--

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: I must 
ask the hon. gentleman to resume his seat. 
The hon. gentleman must know he is not 

[Hon. R. Bedford. 

in order in casting reflections on another 
hon. gentleman. I hope the hon. gentleman 
will try to use language a little more be­
coming, because it is impossible for anyone 
to attempt to keep order if lan;;ruage of that 
kind continues. -

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I bow to vour 
ruling. The language I U'ed was some­
thing which sprung- out of earlier remarks 
by the mover of this motion, and to which 
I presume I am entitled to refer. The 
motion says-

" The annual interest on the public 
debt of th ·' St.ate for the vear ended 30th 
June, 1911, was £1,670,772; for the year 
ended 30th June, 1915, was £1,975,580; 
for the year ended 30th June, 1920, was 
£2,665,548; for the year ended 30th June, 
1921, was £2,930,703." 

I'ractically, the Hon. Mr. Fowle' sought to 
make the people of the country believe that 
all this debt was caused by the defaulting, by 
the pilfering, or by the general extravagance· 
of the Government; as a matter of fact, the 
GovPrnnH•nt carne into power at a ti1ne when 
all the public service had been staned, when, 
fc.llowing- on the 1912 general strike, tho boot 
"t being pnt into evN,v man employed on 
public \Yorks, and it either becan1o nee ,~sary 
that the GO\·ernment should go behind on the 
ledger, or ·attempt. to remedy matters in the 
good old Tory vcay of grinding the skulls of 
the employe ·s on the doorstep. A gTeat deal 
of this debt is a monument to the humane 
legislation of the Government. Con·,idering 
that this State is eight times the ei·,, of Vic­
toria, and has a lc·.s popnlation thail 1\101-
bourno, a State vvith six times rriot·c mileage· 
of railways open than any country in the 
world in proportion to population, the fact 
that it has gone back in t.hat way does not 
say anything against the people who are 
running the State or against the State itself. 
It must also be taken into considcrat.im1 that 
there is a great public estate which is being 
served by these lines. Victoria. with a popu­
lation more than that of the State of Queens­
land sit-ting in Melbourne, with the most 
compact railway system in Australia, and 
with the blessing of a Nationalist Government, 
cv !n wont behind to the extent of £651, 00(} 
in raih-., ay ace( unts last year. But. of course, 
the "Courier'' does not pi'int that, bccacs<> 
the business of th<' " Cnurier" is to run its 
lc.cal lie f<:chry for foreign consumption. 
One cannot libel with impunity a man or 
dander a rrwn, but one C'an slander a. coun~ 
trv becauee it is a corporation which has no 
rossille power of hitting back. There should 
be some law passed ·which will prevent men 
r<lnning n0,Y:"papers for political pnrpr:ses 
tnlducing a rountr,\- in order to get the Go~ 
yornment which they are opposed to out of 
, .jstenre. Likewise, the Auditor-General's 
n•port is taken to prove that the Government, 
through their general ineptitude, have made 
a lac" on the production of arsenic. But here 
"·as this tremendous legacy of a million or 
more acres of land destroYed bv the mean and 
c;recdy early holders of t'he iand, by the men 
who allowed thes-e pests to increase to such 
an extent that now in the Central-Western 
areas some of the best land in the State is 
menaced, and the loss that was made on the 
arsenic was merely the Secretary for Mines' 
contribution to the prickly-pear question. 

The SECRETARY FOR · MINES : The price 
quoted to-day is £62 per ton, and we are 
selling it at £10 per ton. 
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HoN. R BEDFORD: Also, this is the 
kind of thing that is put in the motion-

" The Government's policy of deben­
ture schemes, by which non-paying propo· 
si tions are purchased on certain terms by 
the Government, and after being tempo­
rarily run at. a loss, then fall bankrupt, 
is a disastrous policy." 

This is alleged to be a motion, and here is 
special pleading that has a.s much truth in 
it as there is in the general inaccurate state­
ments of tho hon. gentleman. \Ve find this 
generally is only part of a crusade against 
t·he Government, the crusaders caring nothing 
how much the fair name of the State is 
defamed. It is nec0ssary for the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles even to attack the Government on 
the question of the settlement of returne-d 
soldiers, and, if there is one State in the 
Commonwealth that has done its duty by the 
returned soldier, it· is this State. He is 
~om·ictcd out of his own mouth when he 
sayj-

" Although the Stat-e Government 
agreed to settle 2,826 soldiers on the land, 
aud has already, up to 30th June, 1921, 
received from the Commonwealth Go­
.vernment £2,079,451 for this purpose, 
ueverthele's only 2,413 soldiers have been 
acually settled." 

What is the posit.ion in the other States? In 
Victoria the repatriation of the soldier has 
been largely the repatriation of the estate 
agent. Land quite valueless has been bought 
at frightful prices and men put· on land on 
which they could not possibly make a living, 
and by innuendo the people outside the Sta,t-e, 
who do not know the Hon. Mr. Fowle-' as 
well as we do, arc led to believe that these 
stat-ements of his are correct·, whereas there 
was never anything more false in hell or out 
of it. This ridiculous attack as regards these 
returned soldiers has only to be compared 
"-ith the work of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, which is really responsible for the 
returned soldier, as no State Government is­
in order to show the absolute foolishness of 
;t. Already we see in regard to the return -d 
>oldier that tl:o Commonwealth have abso­
lutely dosed down on those two boodhng 
pir"' pi·opositions the}" bought at. Canungra 
and other place-. and they are now seeking 
to bre",k their contract in Svdnov with timber 
merchants who erected lar.ge plants for the 
purpose of turning out soldiers' homes. This 
Government have not defaulted to any 
returned soldier. This Government, which 
promised to settle 2,826 soldier~. has now 
settled 2,413. The time of the Council has 
been taken up with mere futile party politics, 
because that is all this long-winded motion 
is. It synchronises with further attacks by 
r.ewspapers opposed to this Government. It 
synchronises with further attempts to reduce 
the credit of this State again. For instance, 
the " Courier " this morning says-

" Considerable interest is being centred 
in the public meeting v;hich is to be 
held under the auspices of the Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber 
of Manufactures in the Exhibition ,;Hall 
on Friday evening.'' 

There is only one man convening it, and he 
feels con,idcrable interest, and he tells the 
reporter that considerable interest is being 
centred in the meeting. The great heart of 
that gentleman is being considerably exercised 
over this fact-

" The gathering will be of a. non-party 

character, and no politicians will appear 
as speakers. The ·decision to hold the 
meeting arose out of the growing feeling 
arnong businr<.;s men and manufacturers 
that the time has arrived when greater 
interest should be taken in the financial 
affairs of the State." 

If ,it spoke the truth, it would say, " Out of 
the growing feeling of business men that have 
bitten off more than they can chew, and 
have bought stocb at high prices that they 
now. \Yant to get out of." The "Courier'~ 
COl1t1YlUC'"-

"Not from a party point of view, but 
from the broa,dcr standpoint of the con­
cern of the citizen for the welfare of the 
country. The meeting will be addressed 
by representative commercial men and 
men connected with the industrial activi­
ties of the State, who will discuss impar­
tial!:, the prE",cnt financial position and 
its effect.::. on trade, commerce, and manu­
factures, as well as upon employment." 

Then we get this in another part of the 
''Courier"'-

" The keen resentment caused by the 
Government's fatal policy towa-rds indus­
try, its financial ineptitude, and its 
tactics in Parliament in forcing impor­
tant measures through by the use of the 
' gag' has created a demand from vari­
ous parts of the country for meetings of 
protest. To meet this demand the 
National Democratic Speakers' Associa­
tion will launch in Brisbane and suburbs, 
as well as in the provincial towns, a 
series of meetings condemning the policy 
of the Government and demanding a dis­
solution." 

Then follow the names of a lot of gentlemen 
v;ho were never heard of before, but are 
now in print for the first time. I may point 
out to the Hon. l\'lr. Fowll's that this cam­
paign of vilification, if persisted in by the 
people he is helping, is going to have the 
wor"t possible ki1:.d of effect on this country. 
Everybody knows that this American loan is 
anti-" Jap," and everybody knows that the 
New South Wales loan which Mr. Storey was 
refused until he agreed to delete certain pro­
visions from projected land legislation--

Hon, P. J. LEAHY interjected. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: He did not. Just 
so soon as the American loan went through 
to Queensland, then did the English end fall 
over ibelf in advancing money to New South 
\V ,,le,, without any consideration of politics. 
As a matter of fact, whereas the American 
lean to QuceiJsland is anti-"J ap," the English 
kan to New South Wales is antJ·American. 
In any case, this was probably reconverted 
money. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAViTHORN: It was arranged 
while Mr. Storey was at home. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: It was not_ That 
was Mr. Storey's dream. l\1r. Storey came 
back to the State and said he had £19,500,000 
running over three years. That is not so. 
The position at the American end is just 
this : the sceptre of finance has passed from 
Britain to America. From being a creditor 
nation, Great Britain is now a debtor 
nation. During the war America repur­
chased all American securities held in Eng­
land and Europ0, and then out of its war 
profits financed other nations. It considers 

Hon. R. Brdford.] 
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Queensland as a fine risk, and, while it has 
loaned this money at 5~ per cent., it has 
loaned £100 bonds, issued at 85, to Conti­
nental nations at 8 per cent., which means 
'9~ per cent.. These circumstances generally 
prove that 1f ever there was a time when 
the prospects of this State looked roey it is 
now. This country must be develop'ed to 
carry the tremendous number of people who 
must come to it. The Commonwealth Govern­
ment had defaulted in connection with the 
Bumctt lands, and the State must find the 
money to carry on that work. 11y advice 
to the Government is to dare in borrowing­
to dare wisely, to spend wisely, and consider 
that every £1 so spent is in nowise a tax 
Dn the people who come after commensurate 
with the advantages they derive from the 
investment of that money. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: 'Johoclv Rai<l 
that, if spent wisely, loan expcnditum "would 
be a tax. 

IIox .. R. BEDFORD: You spent money 
very w1sely .,-hen you had the chance, did 
you not? And the people liked ;you so much 
that they pqt ;you out. The gener:1.l position, 
then. is that any man who .is seeking to 
~letract from the stability of this country is 
the enemy of it. A large amount of Ameri­
"Can money is bound to come in here, not 
Dn!y through public borrowing, but through 
pnvato enterpnsc. I know for instance that 
.n big coalmine property at' ~hitland is 'to be 
handlt'd with American money. A great 
mining proposition in \Vestern Australia 
probably tho biggest in Australia, is to b~ 
handled with American money, and it is 
white Inan's 1noney. Another reason why 
this policy of detraction should be departed 
~ram and absolutely finished with for " keeps" 
1s that we shortly will be embroiled in 
another war-within twelve months, I believe 
-b:i rea~on of the certainty that America 
and Japan will onlv face this disarmament 
conft>renco as a prelude to war. It ic for 
those reasons that I deprecate general attacks 
on this country's credit. Thev had some 
effect before; and it is just as ;ell they did 
have an effect, in order to lead us to borrow 
from the American market and for ever put 
out o£ commission the superstition that only 
the British Empire could lend a British State 
money. 

Ho).;. W. R. CRAMPTON : I beg to move 
tbe adjournment of the clebafe. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Before this motion 
is pl!t, I would like to know whether the 
Secretary for J\Iines will permit the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles's, motion to be considered again next 
Wedn~sday. If he dC!es :10t, it is treating 
hon. gentlemen on th1s s1de of the Council 
very unfairly. The Hon. Mr. Bedford has 
made a ·:ery characteristic speech; and when 
I use the words " verv characteristic " I do 
not think I need say anv more. If this debate 
is adjourned now, and ·if t.he matter is not to 
-come on again for discussion, the IIon. l\Ir. 
Bedford will have had the last word, and 
tLc ]J(•Jplc who road "Hansard." and who 
do not know tlw Hon. Mr. Bedford as wo 
know him, may b~lic,ve his statements. I 
certainly \YOuld like to n1ake smno remarks 
in r<'ply to the hon. gentleman. I do not 
want to ma}w attacks on any body, nor do 
I w"h to m~>r~prc, o!lt anything, but there is 
certainly room for one or more gentlemen to 
get up and comment on the matters referr<:>d 
to in this motion without going beyond the 
'r<'illm of facts. 

[Hon. R. Bedfrwd. 

I would like, and I am sure other hon. 
gcr.tleman also would like, to discuss the 
Hon. Mr. Fowlos's motion. which we wil' 

not be able to do if this 
[5.30 p.m.] motion is carried. I would ask 

the Minister cit.her to permit 
Mr Fowles's motion to be discussed further 
now or that it bo set down definitelv for 
1-Vodnosday next. I put that in common 
fairness. I believe, if he permits that, we 
will be able to finish the debate on the 
motion in about an hour and a-half afbcr 
tea. I hope the Hon. the Minister will not 
us<' his-I will not say brutal-mrtjority to 
prevent our continuing this debate. He has 
mado a promise that J\'lr. Fowles's motion 
'·' culd be ,rJiscus,,cd. I am snre he did not 
moan that he w·ould crush all discussion after 
a couple of spccc'1os wore made. I appeal to 
l11s 3PI1Sd of fairness. I must say, in justiro 
to him, that I do not knovv that I have ever 
;cecn hirn tako up un unfair position, and 
I hope he will not do so now. 

Hox. A. DUN?\f: A number of statements 
h&.ve been made during tho afternoon that 
h~tve been painful to me personally. They 
detract eeriously from the standing of mem­
bers of this Council. I am of opinion that the" 
should not be allowed to go unchallenged. 
] think it is cowardly for any member to 
n-,ake a statement in the Council that he is 
not prepared to make outside. It appears 
to me-I have no brief in the matter of the 
charge made by the representative of th.-. 
Gcvernmcnt here agaimt th<' Hon. Mr. 
F<>'Ylcs-t.hat for the sake of the hononr of 
this Council the matter should be cleared 
up. Either one or the other is in the wrong. 
Avparontly, tho ma.tter is not to be allowed 
tn rest. I do not think it should be allowed 
to n,t; but there is no probability of its 
being cleared up within this Chamber. 
Therefore, I think it is really due to the 
members of this Council that the stah'ment 
snould be made out si de, where the matter 
could be sifted to the bottom, and we would 
know \dJCther or not an hon. member has 
done something discreditable t,, him as a 
member of this Council. \Yould I be in 
order at present-I can harclly do anything 
that I can see-

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: The 
question at present is " That the debate be 
now adjourned." I think the hon. gentleman 
had better give notice of a motion dealing 
with this matter. He cannot pursue that 
line of discussion on this motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \-Vhv don't vou 
move my expulsion? • .. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Ther<'l 
is a Standing Order under which the hon. 
gentleman can give notice, so as to bring 
the matter up for discussion again. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Privrtte members' day 
is cut out; he cannot do so now. 

HoN. A. DUNN: I hav<: the greatest 
respect for the Hon. J\1r. Jones. whom I 
have known for a long time, and also for 
the .Hon. Mr. Fowlcs. 

Hon .. J. S. HAKLON : What has that to do 
ith this motion? 

HoN. A. DUNN: I think statements made 
this afternoon are not conducive to fair 
r'ebate. I think it i, wise thrtt members 
should havo some regard to conducting a 
debate in such a way as will not stir up 
illfeoling. 



Financial Administration. [19 OcTOBER.] South B1·isbane, Etc., Bill. 1541 

Hon. H. BEDFORD : vV as there any ill· 
feeling in the Hon. :VIr. Fowlcs's saying that 
Ministers pilfer? 

Hon. E. \.Y. H. Fowucs : I take no notice 
of what the hon. gentleman sa-"s this after­
noon, nor does the countty. 
Ho~. A. G. C'. HA WTHOR:'-1: I think the 

Hon. tbc :\1inistor would be wdl advised to 
!At the debate go on now or undcrbkc that 
we should, befor0 the session closes. have 
an opportunity of contim1ing it. He has 
already passed a motion cutting out Wedne.o­
day as private 1nembors' day. If this is 
adhered to thero will be no opportunib of 
anybody el"' discussing :VIr. Fo·.dcs's motion. 
I would alc·o draw t.he Hon. the Min'st~r's 
attention to the fact that he pro:nis•d that 
he \Vonld anwser thit> motion, and he has 
eot said a wore! about it. He said ho had 
" full reply to it. I v. .ts hoping 1 hat as won 
as Mr. Fowles sat down the :\linister would 
reply. a.nd that we would have known. his 
n;rsion of it. I understood he was prepared 
to juf'tify HH' Government on all tho, c points. 
The Ministe:· undoubtedly should givo us an 
cpportunity of continuing the debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI);ES: Hon. 
gcntlf'n1en oppos_ite ha Ye fonncd a YPr~, wrong 
!r11prc~sion r,::-garding the !-Ion. Thir. Cramp­
tCJn's motion, vvhich has be-en rnovcJ by 
arrangement with the Hon. :\Ir. Fowles. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: I am quite will­
iLg that it should be ··'1 iourncd if it will be 
brought up again on \Vcdnesclay next. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\:H"'ES: Th 
motion I moved yHterda:c was that Govern­
ment busino"s will take precedence of all 
other businosB on VVedne"dav. That mu:->t 
stand. \V o do not know ,:hat important 
businc,s there mav be on vVednesday. I 
y;ould point out thctt the Hon. Mr. Fowlcs 
spoke on this motion for about three hours. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: The importance 
of the matter justifiod it. 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: Thore 
has be0n only ono speaker on t.his side. 
Whero is the unfairne··> in that? The Hon. 
Mr. Bedford ha.s been the only speaker, and 
be did not occupy more than half an hour 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Have other hon. gentle. 
meD no rights at ail? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\11::-ms: Just 
eo. But hon. gentlc•nen must admit that 
three hours is a fair time to deb~te anJ· 
question. Governtnent bnsint~ss must now 
take precedence. \Vhen the Hon. Mr. Fowles 
w·as speaking we arranged, as we wanted to 
amend the Standing Orders, and needed. thirty 
members to do it, that he should sit down if 
I promised that he could resume his speech 
to-day. He kc'pt his part of the arrange­
ment. and to-day I have kept mine, because 
I distinctly_ stated the motion would not a.pply 
to to-dny's debate. I 11ropose to finiflh thB 
GoYernment business to-night and adjourn 
1mtil Tuesday next, and to let Government 
l CJsiness take precedenc-e afterv ards. We 
o,rc prepared on this side to speak. Many 
members are prepared to speak to-day, if 
I desire to go on. The suggestion I ma.ke is 
that "·e adjourn to-night until Tuesday next 
and allow Government business to take pre­
cedence on all days, and if the opportunity 
oc:cun we will have a further debate on this 
n1otion. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: Will you see 
that an opportunity occurs? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
have no intention of stifling discussion in this 

Chamber. It would be a bad principle. As 
'" matter- of fact, I did want tn reply. I 
1 :we a few notes and reallv icto]](led to 
rcpl:·. bnt the urgency of Uo~Tf'l'nment busi­
ntdS and the arrangement to cotnplete it here 
tc-da:; shnds in the v. ay. On Tuesda.: next, 
prohably. we will have an opportunity of 
further discussing this motion. 

Hon. P .. J. LEAHY: Can you not fini;h all 
:he cusiness on the businecs-paper to-night? 

The SECRETARY FOR ;\fiNES: \Ve 
must have some repl:o-. I suggest tha.t hon. 
gPntlf1 l1len agree to tho adjournment Df th!~ 
debate. I do not think there ha.s ber'n any 
b-each of faith. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAW'fHORX: So long a·s you 
sa v v:e will hR vc an opportunity noxt wock. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If 
t 1·cro i? Government business on the paper 
I daim the right to go on with it first. I may 
Le able to giYe an opportunity of further 
discuseing this motion on Tuesday next. 
Will tba.t satisfy hon. gentlemen? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The proper thing is 
~0 contin!.IC the debate no,v, and the Govrrn­
mont business on the busine<>s-sheet alw can 
t· finished by 9 o'clock to-night. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI?\'ES: I 
C'annot tnake any definite prornisc. I repeat 
that Covernmcnt business n1ust takP pre­
cedence of all other business. but thnt if a.n 
c·pportunity occurs next week, \I o \vill go on 
\Yith this motion again. As a rnattor of 
fact. ,,.~ ar" prepared to sit after 7 o'clock 
if hon. gentlemen wish to continue this. 
Bnt I understand the'; do not wish to sit 
nft,er 6 o'clock. and that arrangement has 
been made with a.n hon. gentleman on the 
other side. 

Hon. P .• J. LEABY: \Yhich hon. gentleman~, 
The SECRETARY FOR ~·.II.:-;"ES: I 

understood that hon. gentlemen on the other 
side wish to leave as soon as after 6 o'clock 
as possible. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Let the debate go on. 
If hon. gentlemen are not present on this­
£idc, of course, they cannot talk. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You can easily 
make an opportunity without the slightut 
dif6culty 

Question put and passed. 
The n ·umpti.m of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

I,EGISLATIVIL ASSEMBLY _'\.CT ,L\lENDc 
MENT BILL. 

THIRD READIXG. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to bt returned to th& 
Ass')mbly by message in the usual form. 

CONTRACTORS' AND VWRKME"l'S 
LIEN ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

i'd INES, this Bill was read a thid time, 
passed. and ordered to be rotnrnerl to the­
Assembt, by mr•,sagc in the usual f, rm. 

CITY OF SOUTH BRISK\NE IPAN 
ACTS Al\lEXD::\IENT BILL. 

THIRD READIXG. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

MINES, this Bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Ho-n. A. J. Jones.] 
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TITLE. 
The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I 

ll10YC-

" That the title of the Bill be ' A Bill 
to cnabk the Council of the ·Citv of South 
Rri,bnnc to raise b1 debentures a 'lllll of 
£105,000.' " . 

IIox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: One thin"' 
that strikes me in the title of the Rill i~ 
that it is ratl:er misleading to say " to 
enable the Council of the Citv of South 
Brisbane to raise by dehentures a sum of 
£105,000." I think the Bill says, if it can be 
arranged, a certain amount of money shall 
be raised to meet the amount of £105,000. 
The South Brisbane Council may have to 
-2l'l'ange for n1ore than that. 

Que,tion put and passed. 
The Bill was ordered to be returned to the 

Assembly by message in the usual form. 

GOVERNME!\'T INSCRIBED STOCK ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 
(Hon. L. McDonalrl, A~ting Chairman, in the 

c.hatr.) 
Clause 1 put and passed. 
Clause 2-" Stock in joint names of minor 

and adult"-
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 

would Ii ke to say that the matter raised by 
the Hon. Mr. Thynno the previous dav was 
dealt with in the regulations which were.made 
under the principal Act in March last. Hon. 
gentlemen would remember that the Hon. 
Mr. T.hynno had referred to the matter as 
cfollows :-

"The Rill is qui to right so far as it 
goes; but should not some provision be 
made for .the payment of interest during 
the mmonty of the minor in the event of 
the other person's death? " 

Regulation 27 read-
" On the decease of one of the owners 

in a joint account, the death may be 
proved by productwn of probate of will 
letters of administration, or certificate of 
-clE'a th, and, if required by the Registrar 
by a declaration by some disinterested 
person approved by the Registrar as to 
the identity of the deceased as the 
owner.'' 

Reg-ulation 28 read-
:' 9n completion of the proof of debt in 

a J omt account the dividends thereon will 
be registered in tho name of the survivor 
or survivors." 

Then regulation 41 (2) applied. It was as 
follo\vs :-

" Int.erest on stock inscribed in the 
n~me of a mir~or solely shall be paid as 
duerted by bun, provided that if the 
min<;>r has not attained or appears to the 
Reg1strar to have not attained the ago 
of fonrt~cn Y?ars, interest may be paid 
at. tho, drscrobon of the Registrar to the 
mmm· s guardran, whose receipt shall be 
a Yalid discharge." 

[6 p.m.] 
H.~ h~d held up the Committee stage of the 
B!.l L.st mf);ht to S<'ttle that particular point, 
but, accordmg to the regulations, an amend­
ment would not bB necessary. 

Clause put and passed. 
The Council resumed. 
The ACTING CHAIRMAN report.ed the Bill 

·without amendment. 
The report was adopted. 

[lion. A. J. Jones. 

THIRD READJKG. 
On the motion of the SECRETAl:t'i FOR 

MINES, the Bill was read a third time, 
pnsscd. and mdcred to be return,,d to the 
Ascembly by message in the usual form. 

I :\IF A :\TT LIFE PIWTECTION ACT 
A::\IENDMK'\T BILL. 

FIRST READ!XG. 
On the motion of the SECRET.\..RY FOR 

MI~ES, thj,, Bill, received by n1es.suge frotn 
the Assembly, was read a lirst time. 

Tho second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for a later hour of the sitting. 

WATER AUTHORITIES ACT AME:\JD­
ME:\JT BILL. 

SECO:-iD REAlllNG. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This is 

a Bill to amend the vVatcr Authorities Act 
of 1901 in certain particulars. Hon. g-entle­
men will observe that Part X. of the ·water 
Authorities Act provided that water boards 
might borraw from t.he Trea·,urer only. It is 
propowd, under this Bill, to give them power 
to raise n1oney al:;;o fron1 other sources by 
the sale of dDbentures. The Bill is prac­
tically a replica of the measure recently 
passed bv this Council, which en a bled the 
Metropolitan and Ipswich Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board to float loans, the only dif­
fer·cnce being that under that Act the Metro­
politan and- Ipswich \Vater Supply and 
Sewerage Board can i•--.ue inscribed stock, 
which other boards will not be empowered to 
do. A board must obt.ain the approval of 
th<' Governor in Council to any loan, .and 
he may make the establishment of a Sinking 
Fund a condition of approval. If a board 
makes default in the payment of interc·~t or 
principal, the lender's remedy is to apply to 
tho Suprome Court for the appointment of a 
receiver. Although import<tnt, the Bill is 
r:r>ll·contentious. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time." 

HoN. P. J. LEAI-IY: I have only had 
time to glance through a portion of the Bill, 
and it appears that in describing it as non­
contentious the :Minister was fairly accurate. 
It is a strange thing to me if .a water autho­
rity can borrow money at the same rate of 
interest that the Government can borrow, 
because, undoubtedly, the security is not so 
good. There was a time not so long ago 
when water authorities lHtd no power to 
borrow except from the Government; but 
now, wheth• r it is that the Gm·ernment can­
not find sufficient monev to finance the water 
authorities or not. I do 'not know; but, under 
this Bill and the Bill passed rec••·ntlv by this 
Council, power is conferred upon the water 
authoriti<'S to borrow mouey. If the water 
authorities can borrow monev at the same 
rat··· of interest as the Gov<'n;ment, I cannot 
se' anv obiretion to it; but the better the 
security i-, the lower the rate of interest, and 
undoubtedly the security of t.he whole is 
better than the securitv of a part. The 
security of the whole of the State of Queens­
land is behind a Government loan; but there 
is only tho security of a very small portion 
of the State behind a loan floated bY a water 
authority. If it were poesible for the Govern­
ment to lend money to the water authorities, 
it would be better than allowing the water 
aut.lwrities to bonow money for thomselvBs, 
because the Government should be in a better 
posibon to borrow money. As it appears, 
however, that the Government have as much 
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•US they can do to borrow moner for public 
"\vorks carried out on loan n1onoy, it seems 
to me we have either to pass this Bill or 
-compel the local authorities to g·o without 
the money they rcq uiro. A gTca t deal of loan 
money has been wasted in connection with 
the sevverage echen1e in Brisbane. The 
.sevv0rage sy"tem is going to C'ost infinitely 
more than was contemplated when the :Met­
ropolit;;,n \V.1ter Board came into exi•tonce, 
.a,nd we do not know t<O what extent the ratc­
payrTs in the rnetropolit'tn area are going to 
suffer. Ilo\wvcr, the only thing we can do 
is to allo1v the nf'-cc:::·s.arv · rnonev to be bor­
rov. ·d to ...~.llow works ali,cady cO!nmenced to 
be comnJct, d. 

Qut ,t]on put and pa··'•ed. 

CoMMITTEE. 
{Hon. L. JlicDonald, Actbg Chairman, in the 

chair.) 
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
The Council resumed. 
The ACTING CHAIRMAN reported the Bill 

without am-endment. 
The report 'Yas adopted. 

THIRD READING. 
On the motion of t.he SECRETAH.Y FOH. 

:._r\H:'>JES, the Bill was rod a third time, 
pasoed. and ordered to be returned to the 
Assembly by message in the usual fmm. 

INFAl\T LIFE PH.OTECTION ACT 
AMEXDMENT BILL. 

SFCCJXP. pr \PVG. 

The SECRETARY FOH. )IlNES: This is 
.a Bill to amend the Infant Life Protection 
Act of 1905, and is a small measure of a 
humane character. which is introduced to 
further protect infant life. Hon. gentlemen, 
I am sure, will not object to the speedy 
pass,age of a measure of this kind. The 
obiect of the measure is to tighten up t·he 
Intant Life l'rotPction Act. Ur:der the Act, 
-as it will be amended bv clause 2 of the Bill. 
no person, other than t.J:ie parents, wh., is \Cot 
a registered occupier of a registerc-1 nursing 
home, will be able to take or retain in his 
custody any infant under three years of age 
for the purpose of nursing or maintaining it. 
I have read the Bil! verv' carefullv, and ;have 
a lot <Of notes on it, bi.tt I do not wish to 
weary the Council by further explaining its 
provisions. It is nat a contentious Bill. and 
'hon. gentlemen will adrnit t.hat it is quite 
necessarv, and is introctuced in the intcre~ts 
of the little ornhan cniJ.dren of this State. 
I have much plc asure in moving-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

Ho)[. P .• J. LEAHY: It is a pleasure to 
ha,·c a Bill submitted to us of a humanitarian 
nature. I have perused this Bill, and there 
does not app~ar to be an.vthing in it to object 
to I tak<' it the necessitv for this Bill .has 
been recognised by the officials of the depart­
ment in carrving out the nrovisions of the 
Infant Life I'rotedion Act,' and it seems to 
me tbat the anwndments proposed by it will 
make the principal Act more workable. In 
dausc 5 it is provided-

" Upon aud during the hearing of any 
complaint made under this part of this 
Act no person shall be or be permitted to 
be present in court except the following 
rersons." 

It then gives the names of those persons w.ho 
may appe:cr in court. That is a very proper 
provision, and I would be very glad to see 
something of the same kind inserted in the 

laws d<vJing with divorce proceedings. In 
all these matters the judge should have 
authority to limit the number of persons 
pl'csent to tho~e who have so1nc real interest 
in the case. Cases of this kind should not be 
use-d, as a theatre is used, by people for the 
purpoEe of getting some amusement. I have 
great pleasure in supporting the Bill. On 
the Yery rare occasions when anything comes 
~lp here of a non-party character, the illlin­
Ister can be as,ured that he will get the 
hearty eupport of this side of the Council. 

Question put and passed. 
The consideratjon of the Bill in Committee 

was ma·de an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

SPECIAL _\DJOT;H.N:Y1ENT. 
The SECRETARY FOR ]\liNES: I beg 

to move-That t.hc Council, at its rising, do 
adjourn until Tuesday next. We shall then 
have 'ome lel;'i,Jation from the Assembly, 
but the bl''•iness sheet is almost cleared now, 
with the exc,ption of the Committee and 
third reading stages of the Bill the ~econd 
reading of which we have just agreed to. 
As there will be no business from the Legis-

lative Assembly in the mean­
[7.30 p.m.] time, it will not be necr<Pary to 

sit to-morrow or Friday; but we 
should have ample business for next week. 
I hope hon. gentlemen will attend on Tues­
day next. 

Ho". P. J. LEAHY: I do not know that 
any hon. gentleman on either side has any 
desire to come here if there is no business 
to tran~act. The Minister perhap3 should 
have mentioned the Bills which are to be 
brought forward next week. I take· it from 
variou& things, such as the suspension of the 
Sta.nding Orders and the providing of an 
additional sitting dc1y, that it is intended that 
the session will close probably on Friday 
of next \:reek. I Se'? no re~~son whv \YC should 
not get thr-ough all the bmine's ·which may 
come up from the Assembly in the meantime. 
Arc we likely to get any new Bills intro­
duced in the Assemblv next week? 

The SECRETARY FOR i\1INES : There are some 
quite important Bills. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Can the Mini•ter 
tell us if it is intended to introduc··· a Bill 
to abolish the Legislative Council, because 
if that comes up here it would cause some 
discu:: "'ion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Will the hon. 
gentleman give notice of his question for 
rruesday next ? 

I-Iox. P. J. LEAHY: I think I will wait 
for developments. We should have some 
definite undNstanding regarding the resump­
tion of the debate on :iYlr. Fowles's motion. 
Tbc Minister should give us the opportunity 
of concluding that. There is no intention of 
discussing it in any acrimonious spirit on this 
side of the Chamber. Our speakers will not 
occupy more than two <Or three hours. 

Hon. H.. BEDFORD: Each? 
HoN. P. J. LEAHY: No. We are not long­

distance talkers like come hon. gentlemen 
on the other side, including the Hon. Mr. 
Bedford. I do not occupy -the time of the 
Council very much, although I think I some­
times say more than some hon. gentlemen. 
The discussion on the Hon. ~Mr. Fowles's 
motion I am sure could be concluded in from 
four to six hour,, and I think wc can spare 
that time, and get through all the business 
the Minister mav have to submit. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at 7.35 p.m. 

Hon. P. J. Leaky.] 




