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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WepNesDaY, 19 OcroBer, 1921,

The SppaxER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.
SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—TWELITH ALLOTTED
Day.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Rammways.

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

Question—*‘ That £3,090,773 be granted for
¢ Southern Division’ ”—put and passed.

CENTBAL DIVISION.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) moved—
“ That £756,680 be granted for ‘ Cen-
tral Division.””’

The remarks he had made in ¢onnection with
the previous vote applied with equal foree to
the vote for the Central Division, and there-
fore it was not nccessary for him to say any
more.
Question put and passed.
NORTHERN DIVISION.

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
J. Larcombe, Keppel) moved—
““That £1,040,676 be granted for
¢ Northern Division.” ”

Mr. GREEN (Zownsville): IHe wished to
make a few remarks in regard to the diffi-
culties with which the staff and those con-
trolling the railways in the Northern Division
were faced as compared with those controlling
the railways in the Southern and Central
Divisions. Those who did not recognise the
circumstances might be apt to condemn the
management of the Northern Railways. A
number of the main lines in the North were
not connected with one another, and natur-
ally that meant additional expense in the
way of freight in obtaining the various sup-
phes for the different lines. On a previous
vote he had pointed out that a large amount
was spent in freight on coal for the Northern
Railways, and that also applied to the vari-
ous requirements of the railways in the
Northern Divisicn. Until recently the Mackay
line was not linked up, and freight had to be
paid on the requirements for that line. Then
the Northern Railway from Townsville was
not linked up with the Cairns line, and they
also had small lines ruuning out from Cook-
town and Normanton, and the cost of con-
veying the requircments necessary to carry
on those lines naturally added to the cost of
running them. The general manager in the
Northern Division pointed out in his report
that where it cost 8d. per mile for coal in
the Central Division, it cost 1s. 6d. per mile
in the Northern Division; and, when the
freights and fares were worked on the same
basis, naturally it affected the pmcentave
return on the railways. That applied to all
the commodities that were required for the
Northern Railways. They had very great
industries in the North. and hon. members
did not realise what the North was like.
It was necessary to know the amount that
was carried over the various railways in
North Queensland to realise to a certain
extent the wealth of North Queensland. The
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general manager had pointed out, as had
been stated the previous day by ‘the hon.

member for Mundingburra, that, when one
of the great industries was affected, it natur-
ally affected the carrying capa,mty of the
whole of the lines in North Queonslanr} But,
notwithstanding the great slump in the num-
ber of shecep ocarried last year in North
Queensland, it was such a prosperous com-
munity that the freights from primary and
other industries almost compensated for that;

and whilst the railway returns did not come
up to anticipations, yet they exceeded to a
large extent the returns for the previous year.

Infmtunate]v it was not anticipated that
the returns would be maintained this year.
Last year the deficiency was not due to the
railways not working up to their available
carning capacity. Durmg the year 150,853
cattle were carried by rail on the "\mtheln
Railways as comparod with 119,139 for the
previous year. The pig traflic showed an
increase of 2,484 as compared with the previ-
ous year. The frozen meat traffic showed a
large increase as compared with the previous
vear, the output for the past year being
38,409 toms as against 14,407 tons for the
previous year, which was an increase of 24,002
tons. 'The number of horses carried was
13,225 as compared with 10,206 in the previous
vear. The sheep trafic showed a decrease
of 65,820 for the year; but whilst they found
that the sheep traflic showed a decrease, 91,370
bales of wool were carried as against 58,158
for the previous year, an increase of 33, 212,
Notwithstanding the slump in the copper
industry, 5,243 tons of blister copper were
carried, as against 8,157 tons the previous
year. Tt was to be hoped that the copper
mines would be reopened in the various
districts, so that the railways of North
Queensland might receive additional carriage
by the large amount of mineral freight. The
sugar-cane and sugar traffic showed an
increase over last year due to the drought
which prevailed the previous year. The tim-
ber industry in the Cairns district was very
heavy, and produced an increase of railway
revenue from the carriage of log and sawn
timber. This year they expected that the
carriage of sugar on the railway would far
exceed anything that had been experienced
before in the history of the railways in North
Queensland.  Notwithstanding the slump
towards the end of the financial year, the
immense amount of carriage on the North
Qucensland railways indicated the prosperity
and the possibilities of Nerth Queensland.

If they wers placed on the same footing as
he had previously indicated, he ventured tc
say that they would get into the position of
being one of the most profitable propositions
in railway construction in any portion of
the Commonwealth.

He was very pleased that- the general
manager had commented upon the excellence
of the staff. He knew the anxiety that the
general manager in Townsville had in con-
nection with the slump in various industries.
There was no more capable general manager
in the department, and no one could ha,ve a
more capable staff. With good seasons, open
markets, and good prices, and with a staff
faithfully carrying out their work from the
lowest to the highest, he hoped that they
would see more return for their labours
when profitable seasons returned.

He would now like to refer to some letters
that had been read by the hon. member for
Mundingburra. Whilst, no doubt, they should
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be treated with contempt, they contained
deliberate misstatements, and it was only
right that he should refute those misstate-
ments.

Mr. Prase: They were only replies to your
own letters.

Mr. GREEN: They were not. The state-
ment regarding the vote of confidence in
Mr. Bamford was absolutely incorreet, and
the hon. member for Mundingburra knew
that, as he was present at the meeting.

Mr. Dasu: He moved a vote of confidence
in Miss Preston Stanley.

Mr. GREEN: He did not do that either.
That man «did not take the chair at any of
his (Mr. Green’s) meetings, but he did take
the chair at a meeting held by his opponent
at West End. In connection with the inquiry
as to that man’s previous conduct the defence
was carried out by the secretary of the
union, Mr. Morrow, and he (Mr. Green) was
called as a witness as to the man’s condition
when he saw him in the morning. Ile had
read the letter as it came from the indi-
vidual. There was attached to it a letter
from the general manager which bore out
the statement of the man that he was not
dismissed for misconduct but on account of
a general retrenchment, and he (Mr. Green)
acted on that assumption. Since that time
he had learnt that there was more behind
the matter than general retrenchment, and,
in view of that, he had written to the indi-
vidual and told him that, if he had been
dismissed for misconduct, he could not ask
his (Mr. Green’s) assistance to get reinstated
in the service. e thought he had justified
his attitude, and he felt sure that the rail-
way employees in Townsville would recognise
that.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke¢): He regretted the
necessity of some of the railway men in
Northern Queensland having had to be
retrenched, and some of their friends oppo-

sita had been trying to make political
capital out of the men having to be
retrenched or *“deflated.” Tvervone who
had travelled through North Queensland

knew the effect on the Great Northern Rail-
way of the collapse of the mining industry
in that portion of the State. The closing
down of Cloncurry alone had caused a great
falling off in traffic on the Northern rail-
way, and in addition to that, the meatworks
in Townsville had not operated last season
to the extent they usually did.

My. JOXNES:
strikes,

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member seemed
to be obscisod with strikes and repudiation.
There were no strikes now, but strilkes had
oceurred in the past, and would oceour again,
no matter what Government were in power.
A railway worker had as much right to ask
for a fair price for his labour as a grazier
had to ask for a fair price for hiz cattle.
He did not think the Arbitration Court
would stop strikes altogether. The closing
down of all the industries in the North had
been responsible for the falling off in railway
traffic. No one regretted the necessity for
having to put men off more than the Govern-
ment party, and he hoped the depression
would not continue for long. He thought
the opening of the Bowen coalfield would
not only give rclief to the railways in North
Queensland but would be a hig factor in the
development of the mining industry in that
part of the State. The hon. member for

There have been too many
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Murilla had said that the Government would
not keep a man in the State service unless
he was a member of a union. He thought
the weakness of the Government had been
in the direction of placating their enemies
and not doing enough for their friends.
There had been no victimisation of the
heads of the departments by the Government.
No matter what a man’s political opinion
might be, since the present Government took
office there had been no interference with
his private opinions. Not so with past
Governments. As the Chairman well knew,
when he was shouting ¢ Sandgate train!”
from No. 4 platform at Central Station,
because of his political opinions he was kept
there shouting ¢ Sandgate train!” although
he had the ability to advance in the rail-
way service, and would have advanced if he
had been given the reasonable chance he
should have had without any political inter-
ference. Many other men in the railway
service had been transferred to as far distant
places as possible. If there had been a rail-
way to Boulia or Camooweal, the officials of
the Railway Union would have been trans-
ferred there in the early days. When hon.
members of the present Opposition were sit-
ting on the Government side of the Chamber
they gave railway men no encouragement,
and would not allow them to form a union
of any size without the interference of the
late Commis=ioner for Railways, Mr. Evans,
who worked himself up from the lowest to
the highest rung of the ladder, and who was
an autocrat in his own little tin-pot way.
It was time the men had some means of
placing their grievances before the Commis-
stoner. When in 1916 he, as a railway
servant, made application for a pass here
which was due to him, it took him two days
to gat it. He was bundled around from one
office to another until he fcll on a chap
called Sturgess, who told him to come back
next morning at 9 o’clock. He turned up
as requested, and Sturgess kept him sitting
in the lobby until at 12 o’clock it suited his
convenience to see him. It did not matter
to the officials, because he was one of their
emplovees. Had any hon. member of that
Cthamber gone along he would have had the
privilege of walking straight in. Whether
a man were a railway employee or other-
wise, if he had an appointment, he should be
given access to the Commissioner at the time
appointed.

Mr. Vowres: Does not that apply to the
Minister very often?

Mr. RIORDAN: When he made an ap-
pointment with the Minister he had the
time stated. If he went along without hav-
ing made an appointment, he would not
expect to get in ahead of other people who
were waiting; he would be prepared to wait
his turn. Hon. members brought gricvances
tn that Chamber, as the hon. member for
Murilla had done the previous night in con-
nection with some chap named Moore, who
had nine children and had been dismisied
from the service. That man was a member
of the Queensland Railway Union and also of
thr  Primary Producers’ Union. If the
Primary Producers’ Union had been any
good, 1t would have had his case brought
before the Commiseioner.

Mr. Vowres: They tried to.

Mr. RIORDAN: If he bad a good griev-
ance. he would have recnived consideration,
if not from the Commissioner at least from
the Minister, who at all times was prepared

Mr. Riordan. |
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to listen to the grievances of employees.
The leader of the Opposition fell on some
“ Aunt Sallies” at times and accused hon.
members of using political influence to have
somcone reinstated or to have some work
done. On the previous night the hon. gentle-
man advocated the hghtmg of the Dalby
station with electricity for the down VVestu‘n
mail, which arrived at Dalby at 4 o’clock in
the morning. During the month he (Mr.
Riordan) was in Dalby, he noticed that the
council turned off the electric light at mid-
night. ¥le did not know whether the leader
of the Opposition wanted the Government
to keep the dynamo going all night to light
up the road crossing at the Dalby Railway
Station. TIf he did, it would be more expen-
sive than the present method of lighting.

Mr. Vowrgs: They have no light.

Mr. RIORDAN: There was an arc light
there. It might have come out of the ark;
nevertheless the light was there. and there
was nothing wrong with its being lowered a
little. It would be effective with a shade
over ib, and would cost the department
somewhere about a day’s pay.

Mr. Vowres: I was talking about the
station lighs.

Mr. RIORDAN: There would be nothing
wrong with putting another light a little
further along, The method of lighting at
the Dalby station was very effective and
up-to-date when compared with the methods
in North Quecnsland, and it was time the
Government broke away from spoon-feeding
districts in and avound Brisbane,” and got
busy in North Queensland.

During the depression in the mining indus-
try, the Government had carried on opera-
tions at Chillagoe. They had shown a loss
of £48,000, but indirectly, thanks to the
railway and cther revenue, the loss was only
about :810 000. The proﬁts on the Cairns
Railway alone amounted to somewhere about
£38,000. In addition to that, the Chillagoe
works had kept thousands and thousands of
men off the unemployment market, and away
from the relief depbt.

Mr. FLETCHER: A ridiculous argument.

Mr. RIORDAN: It might appear ridicu-
lous to the hon. member, because he made
some of the most ridiculous statements ever
made in the Chamber; and onc could expect
nothing else from a man who came there
weeping with a brief for the shareholders of
Mount Morgan. The leader of the Opposition
also asked that the railways be taken away
from political control. Hef(’\h* Riordan) was
utterly opposed to their being taken away
from political control.

Mr. MaxweLn: They are under political
control ?

Myr. RIORDAN : They were, and that was
the proper place for them. Whom would
the hon. member for Toowong get to run
the Cooktown and Normanton to Croydon
Railways? Would private enterprise do it?

Mr. Maxwein: I do not
enterprise.

Mr. RIORDAN: He did not think the hon.
member knew what he wanted. He said he
wanted efficiency, but hon. members must
know that, if the Government wanted to get
cfficiency, they must pay for services ren-
dered, the same as private employers. They
said they were going to run the railways on
business lines. The hon. member for Port

[Mr. Riordan.
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Curtis told them that the Mount Morgan
company ran their concern on business lines—
that it had to pay. To put into operation
what hon. members opposite advocated, there
would have to be both an increase in fares
and freights and a reduction in wages. They
could not get away from that fact, and hon.
members could not pull the legs of anyone
outside on the point.

Mr. FrercHER : They know too much—ithey
do not want their legs pulled.

Mr. RIORDAN : They knew so much that
they were not going to be caught with the
chaff of the hon. member for Port Curtis—
a young man who had been brought up in
the methods of the Yankees, but who recently
bad to apologise to the freczers of the Glad-
stone meatworks, and thus was taught that
such methods were not tolerated in this
country. Breaking away from political con-
trol on the ra.ilvvdys would affect not only
tho Normanton-Croydon and Cooktown Rail-
ways, but also the Great Northern Railway.
The opponents of the Government argued
that whilst the slump continued in the pas-
toral industry, there would have to be a
reduction in wages; or—because they could
not keep the workers below a certain stan-

dard of ]n.ng, if they wanted any sort of
(\fh(’len(’s—dn increase in freights and fares.
They had had a private company operating
109 miles of railway—the Chillagoe company
—and their freights were anythirg from 23
per rent. to 50 per cent. above the Govern
ment freights. The Act allowed them to

charge somewhere about 33 per
[11.30 a.m.] cent. above the Government rates,

but in some cases they charged
twice as much. On the Chillagoe line. those
having maize to rail were charged 1s. 6d. per
ten leading chavges, and were charged for
unloading as well, while they were also
charged for a full truck load if there was not
sufficient to fill the truck. At the present
time. the Government were carrving stuff at
a rate that would not pay for the loading;
ard yet men were loading that stuff, unload-
ing it, and storing it, and who was getting
the benefit of that? Did hon. members on the
other side want an increase in freights and
fares? If the railways were run on business
lines, 1t would have a bad effect on the
development of the State.

Mzr. FLETCHER: We would not do anything
that would have a bad effect on the State.

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member would
run it on business lines like the hon. member
for Toowong would run the ferriex, He would
put up the charges on the ferries and reduce
the wages. That was the only way that he
could see out of the po“»ltlon

Mr. FrercHER : You cannot see further than
your nose.

Mr. RIORDAN: If he could not see any
further than the hon. member for Port Cur-
tis, then he would be very sorry for himself.
The hon. member could only sec 1natters
from the point of view of the employers,
while members on the Government side were
prepared to take a fairminded view of
matters in connection with the devmopment
and advancement of the State, and at the
same time give good service with a public
utility and endeavour to keep the men in
that service employed at a decent wage. Hon.
members opposite endeavoured to put the
whole of the blame on the employees. There
might be faults on both sides, but there was
a good deal to be said against the manage-
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ment of the railways. There was a good
deal of bungling in regard to the manage-
ment, and if they had efficiency at the head
wof the branches, then they would get efficiency
in the lower ranks. From his knowledge of
the railwar men, he said that thev did morc
than a fair day’s work, and prior to the
Labour Government coming info power, for
a very poer day’s pay.

My, FLETCHER: Do not your Government
prevent methods of efficiency from opevating?

Mr. RIORDAN: He had never heard the
hon. member for Port Curtis point out any
way in which the Government had stopped
efficiency from operating, but when hon.
members opposite were in power, they did
stop efficiency from operating through getting
their political puppets put into jobs, while
there were men in the department more
capable of doing the work. That system
did not operate to-day. If a man was harshly
dealt with, he had a right to appeal and
state his case, and if his organisation could
put up a casr for him and show that he was
more cfficient than the man appointed, then
he would get the job. That was the best
method of cbtaining efficiency. He kunew of
2 good many instances where special trains
had been put on when there was no loading
for them. After the station-master had wired
arranging for a special train, they had found
that there were only a few tons over the load
for the ordinary train, and the guard and
driver had told the station-master that they
could carry that load on the one train; but
on account of the station-master having
arranged for g special train, it had to be run,
because the station-mastor was not game
erough to take the initiative and cancel the
train. Special trains had to be run whether
the load was there or not. If those men in
charge of stations were given a little more
power, they would get more efficiency than
they got from the bungling heads of the
departments. He hoped that the Economy
Board, now that thev had finished their
arduous labours in going round making
recommendations and putting off a few gate-
keepers here and a few porters there, would
be given some useful occupation. He hoped
it would not be very long before every man
in the State would be working, and that that
Parliament or the Federal Parliament would
make a move to bring about a state of things
when there would be no unemployment in the
railways or in any other industry, and when
men, during a time of depression, would have
some little home where they could work on
their own.farms. They had had three gentle-
men on that Eeonomy Board who could be
more usefully oceupied, and it would have
effected greater economy had they been so
occupied.  The genaral manager iu each
division should be competent to make recom-
mendations if the department was overstaffed.
Not only the Government but the workers in
the Railway Department did not stand for an
overstaffed service. The great pitv was that
the Government had been financiallv embar-
rassed by hon. members on the other side,
and as a result, there were no public works
ort which those men could be emploved when
they went out of industrr. His complaint
was that the members of the BEeonomy Board
were partly resnonsible.if there was any over-
staffing. Mr. Stear, Mr. Chambers. and the
other traffic manager« had charge of big dis-
tricts. and if they had done their duty in the
past as traflic managers, the Railway Depart-
ment would not have got into its present

[19 OCTOBER.}
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position.  Tf the position had been brought
about by a depression in trade, hon. members
could not blame the employees. Men had
been knocked off from the lower grades, and
if in the past it required certain officials at
high salaries to keep those men on an efficient
basis, then the time had come when those
high-salaried officials should be retrenched.
The amount paid to them in dalaries would
keep a number of men in the lewer grades
in occupation to-day. He hoped that the
Commissioner and the Minister would find
same useful occupation for the Keonomy
board, which he was pleased to say was
defunct.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): He had
listened with a good deal of interest to the
remarks made on the Railways vote. He
thought that the anxiety of hon. members
opposite was so great about getting to the
Railways vote that they really had something
to say about it. He had expected that there
was going to be something in the nature of
a revelation; but, from the beginning to the
end cof the debate, he did not think that he
had listened to a more inconsistent, a more
illogical, and a more conflicting set of argu-
ments than were used by hon. members
opposite. One hon, member said one thing
which another contradicted, whilst another
argued for something entirely opposite.
There was no difficulty in coming to the
conclusion that hon. members opposite did
not really know what they wanted. It was
pleasing to read in that morning’s paper that
a change was taking place #o far as the
Southern part of the railway system was
concerned. He was sure that, not only those
dirzetly interested in railway affairs, but
those indirectly interested would be pleased
to see that there was a prospect of more
traffic and more produce coming from out-
side places to the seaboard, and that the
prospects generally in the Southern part of
the railway system were likely to improve.
He hoped they would go on improving. It
was rather unfortunate, particularly for the
Northern division, that they found things
in the condition they were in at the present
time. It was rather interesting to hear the
hon. member for Port Curtis—who posed as
a prophet—telling them that he (Mr. Fletcher)
had no need to learn things, or read things,
or be told things—that he knew things %y
intuition and could see much further ahead
than anyone else in that Chamber; and
probably he thought he could see much
further than anyone elve outside. It was
rather remarkable, in view of statements
that the hon. gentleman had made that he
did not sse what was going to take place
so far as the cattle industry, of which he had
claimed to have an expert knowledge, was
concerned. It was common knowledge that
expert cattlemen, interested in the cattle in-
dustry, had waited on the General Manager
of the North Queensland Railways at the
end of last year and the beginning of this
year, and impressed upon him the necessity
that there was for getting all the rolling-
stock into good order, and for mustering all
he could, as there was going to be a record
cattle season in North Queensland this year.
He believed that those men thought so.
Bvidently the hon. member for Port Curtis
had not been in communication with them, or
elsc he had not told them what he knew
about it. The cattle-buyers were out in the
Western country buying cattle, which were
beginning to come in, when quite unex-
pectedly, notwithstanding what the hon.

Myr. Winstanley.
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member might say to the contrary, the bottom
practically dropped out of the meat indus-
try, and the cattle-buyers were withdrawn
and cattle ceased to come in except what
had Leen bought and had to come in, and
consequently certain causes over which neither
the Government, the railway authorities, nor
anybody else on this side of the ocean had
any control, brought about a cessation of
traffic on the Northern railways to the detri-
ment of those connected with the cattle indus-
try and everybody else concerned, becayse
people living in the Western towns had to
suffer in other directions because there was
not the traffic to keep the trains going.

The same applied to the metal industry,
which had been the means of producing
exceptionally good revenue for the Railway
Department. Owing to the collapse of the
metal industry in the far West, towns like
Charters Towsrs had suffered very severcly
through no fault of the Government or any-
body else in this country. Nothing that
could be done by the Government could have
prevented the collapse that had taken place;
but. as a result, all over the country people
had been deprived of an exceptionally good
train service, and on certain sections, instead
of two or three trains a day, they had to
rut up with two or three trains a week.
Trains could not be run if there was nothing
for them to carry. The Commissioner in his
report referred to the question of engine
vower. The veport gtated—

“ Great difficulty was experienced in the
first part of the year in keeping suffi-
cient engines running to cope with the
traffic. The position was relieved by the
turning out of cighteen new locomotives
of the C.17 trpe and the repair works in
the Ipswich workshops being overtaken.”

He did not know how far that might apply
to the Southern railway system, but he was
very much afraid that it was not correct so
far as the Northern system was concerned.

It was a well-known faet that rolling-stock
and engines in particular were not nearly
up to the standard that they ought to be.
The men were expected to take engines on
to the road until they practically dropped
to piecss on the road, which was very unfair.
It was a wellknown fact that the men
reported when they brought in the engines
that they were defective, and that something
should be done; but they were told that it
was_only a minor detail and a matter of
small significance. The old proverh, “ A
stitch in time saves nine,” was not practised,
and in all probability the engines had to go
out time after time because they could not
be withdrawn for repair until they practi-
cally dropped to piecés on the road. He
hoped that something would be done in con-
nection with this matter so far as the
Northern system was concerned, so that they
would have an opportunity of doing the fair
thing and doing the just thing to the depart-
ment and the community in whose interests
the railways werc run. There was no doubt,
so far as the rolling-stock was concerned—
especially carriages that ran out long dis-
tances in the North-West—that thev needed
better attention and improvement. e did
net know whether it was because there were
not sufficient carriages, or because they could
1ot be withdrawn for repair, but practically
the riff-raff of the railway were in use on
those particular sections. Anybody who had
to travel 400 or 500 miles in the train in the

{Mr. Winstanley.
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summer time in North Queensland was cer-
tainly entitled to something decent so far
as travelling conveniences were concerned.
Something more might be done than had
been done up to the present time.

Something had been said by the leader of
the Opposition about the hghting of the
Dalby station. There were quite a number
of other places that might be better illumi-
nated at the present time. It had always
seemed to him to be false cconomy for
stations to be in darkness or semi-darkness
when people were going home, particularly
when trains arrived at the stations in the
dark and sometimes in the middle of the
night. There was a station within easy dis-
tance of Brisbane that was lit with kerosene.
He could not imagine that it was economical
to light up a station with seven or eight
kerosenc lamps, taking into consideration the
cost of lamp glasses and the work entailed in
attending to the lamps, when electric light
was available, He did not know what the
reasons were for refusing to light stations
like those with electric light. Accidents had
happened and were liable to happen again,
especially where there was a level crossing
near by, and it was necessary that these
stations should be well lighted.

He wished to say something with reference
to the lengthsmen’s quarters on the railway
lines, The hon. member for Toowong exhibited
a picture of some lengthsmen’s quarters the
other night which appeared in the railway
paper. He thought the hon. member did
the department a gress injustice by the state-
ments he mwade in that connection. In by-
gone years the conditions in regard to lengths-
men’s quarters were an absolute disgrace.
While the present Government might not have
done everything that ought to have been
done to remedy matters, they had made all
the improvement they possibly could under
the circumstances. The contrast between
lengthsmen’s quarters now and what they
were in the past was almost inconceivable;
there was such a great improvement. The
lengthsmen had to live out on the Western
plains under a boiling sun, and formerly
they had to put up with a place not much
bigger than a tin trunk. The Railway De-
partment were making improvements in their
condition as fast as possible. The two places
shown in the picture exhibited by the hon.
member for Toowong were, he supposed,
about the worst places that could be found,
but they were referred to as if they were
fair samples. Tt was just on a par with his
going into the hon. member’s place of busi-
neis and buying an old, worn-out paint brush,
and then exhibiting it as a sample of articles
which the hon. member sold. In some cases
the lengthsmen owned their cottages, and,
while they might not perhaps be up to date,
as they owned them they did not want to
change them; but where men were living in
temporary quarters which were not regarded
as homes, the Government were trying to
bring about a beiter state of affairs. There
was no doubt that the conditions under which
the men lived at the present time, as well
as the pay they received, were a great
improvement on former conditions, One of
the things which enabled past Governments
tp meet cxpenses as they did was the low
rate of wages paid to the workers. The con-
ditions of the railway workers were the worst
in every part of the State in times gone by.
It was 1mperative that they should be
improved, and when the Labour Government
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came into power, they took the opportunity
of improving the conditions, and he was suve
that in the majority of instances the men
appreciated what was being done.

It was remarkable that any criticism
worthy of the name of criticisin from hon.
members opposite had been almost excli-
sively in the direction of wanting more rail-
ways, or extensions of existing railways, and
at the same time giving them a cheaper
service, He found {rom the Commissioner’s
report that out of about thirty-six railways
that mneither paid working expenses nor
interest on the cost of construction, thirty-one
were in electorates represented by hon. moem-
bers opposite. In some instances the railways
could have been dispensed with and the
community would not have suffered. Some of
them did not pay for axle grease. Since he
had come into Parliament he had never seen
a motion introduced for the approval of the
plans and specifications of a proposed railway
which was not going to be the best paying
railway ever passed by Parliament. Hon,
members opposite made that statement, and
vet railways had been passed which had rot
the slightest hope of paring for axle grease.
He umernbe;cd one proposal bring iutro-
duced for a railway in connection with coun-
try he had gone over, and when he expressed
hig opinion, the then Secretary for Railways
told him that he did not know what he was
talking about. Since then that railway had
come within the category of railways which
did not pay expenses on the outlay. Some
hon. member had made a remark about rail-
ways of an apparently paying nature but
which did not pay. The line from South
Brisbane to Cleveland had never been a
paying proposition; but for 12 miles from
Melbourne Strcet to Manly, which was a
double line and trains were running all day
long, it had paid, but never more than 4
per cent., and it was not paying that now,.
’Iho secret was that the resumptions for land
when the line was built cost more than the
line itself, and the line was consequently over-
capitalised, and interest had to be paid on
double the amount of the cost of constyuc-
tion. The railway enhanced the value of the
land, and private individuals got the enhanced
value. The Government was saddled with
interest on the cost of the line, and also on
the cost of resumptions, It was almost
impossible for a xa,ﬂway like that to be a
paying proposition.

A good deal had been said by hon. mem-
bers opposite about political control, but he
did not think there had been one instance
given which showed that political control had
been detrimental in connection with the rail-
ways. There was no doubt that, when rail-
ways were placed outside the influence of
peliticians and the Minister altogether, and
put under three Commissloners, who were
told to make them a paying proposition,
ther did so; but they did it on the lines
indicated by the hon. member for Windsor
—that payment must be made for services
rendered. The £6,500,000 deficit which had
been referred to would have had to be paid
to a large extent by constituents of hon.
members opposite if that attitude had been
adopted—Dby the primary producer instead of
being paid by the general taxpayer. Hon.
membms opposite had said that the railways
could be reorganised, and all that kind of
thing; but there would kave had to be an
increase of fares and freights to make the
rallways a paying proposition.
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le.\mw about political ~control, some
pecple who held high positions in the Rail-
way Department were appointed for a
further term of five years at a high salary
by the previous Liberal Government just
prior to the advent of this Government, in
the expectation of their being kept in pkwu
for wwhich thev were not fitted.
[12 noon] This Government took mnecessary
and useful action in that dirvec-
tion. After all the advice that had been
given, the })(,Sl‘mon remained very much as
it was. Either freight: and fares must be
increasad and ]>oopk must pay more than in
the past for the services rendered. or, until
there was an increase in traffic, thev must
put up with what they were '*ef*mw at the
present time. They cught to (‘0,1117iete the
lines they had in band. particularly those
which werc urgently needed, but they should
not construct any new railways at the present
price of camtal What was neccisary was
the devdopmer‘t of the land already opened
up. to bring in more traffic and make the
railways a better paying concern than they
were at present,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): He had listened
to the Minister and other hon. members in
the hope of gaining all the information and
knowledge he could in connection with the
man‘lfrcment of the railway:, and with a
view fo ascertaining what means should be
adopted to plevent the tremendous leakage
that was taking place. He was actuated by
only one dosue—to see that thexr railways
were run in the best interests of the who'e
of Queensland, with a view to assisting
development to the utmost limit. He claimed
that a deficit of £6.500.000 extending over a
period of six vears did not mean develop-
ment. The Minister said that the deficit for
the last vear was in the pockets of the
people. He (Mr. Taylor) claimed it was
in the pockets of the people in London who
lent them money, because it had to he made
up out of consolidated revenue, which was
secured to a large oxtent by taxation.

The SrcreErary ror Rarmwavs: T said it

was in the pockets of the producars.

Mr. TAYLOR: Jf ever theve was justifi-
cation for an adjustmrent of faves and
freights, it was at the present time. The

shrinkage had nct been caused by losy of
traffic—else the Commissioner’s report was
wrong. He referred hon. members to page 9
of the repmort of the Commissioner, where
that officer showed that the increcass for
1820-21 over 1919-20 had been 1.02 per cent.
in respect of passengers, 9.23 per cent. on
narcels, 9.36 per cent. on minerals—which
hon. members had stressed as having shown
a tremendous falling off—20.66 per cent. on
agrienltural produce, 21.56 per cent. on wool,
and 34.11 per cent. on live stock. The only

d=crease had been in ryesneet of general
merchandise, where it had been 6.13 per
cont.

The SecreTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
ahout the additional mileage?

Mr. TAVILOR: There had been a few
hundred miles additional, but not sufficient
to account for the enormous shrinkage. They
had had this enormous increase in revenue.
vet thev had as big a deficit »s had ever

What

bren shown on the railways for any one
vear.

My, Prasg: What about the increased
expenditure in wages and coal?

Mr. Taylor.]
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Mr. TAYLOR: They had had increased
expenditure, which, the Commissioner in his
report pointed out had been mainly on
account of wages and materiale,  If those
were the causes, why did they not as sensible
men deal with thém? The Minister told
them they were carrying stuff as low as any
other State in the \Jommonvea!th It was
time they were not carrying stuff as low as
any other State in the Commonwealth. An
adjustmient of fares and freights could be
effected which would not press unduly on
the man on the land, if it were left to the
men who were in control of the system.
Victoria was able to do it in 1920 without
imposing extra taxation in the way of
freights on the agricultural producer, and
they could do it in Queensland. The ecities
and towns were not centributing their fair
quota to the revenuc of the State, Whether
he was kicked out of Parliament or not did
not worry him a bit. He said the pcople on
the land at the present time were being bled
whita to provide for the pleasure an:d cnjoy-
ment of the peopla in the metronolitan
districts, and it was time they ‘“took a
tumble” in that direction. On a previous
occasion, when the plesen‘r Treasurer was
Secretary for Railways, he (Mr. Taylor) ssid
that, if he had his way, he would raise the
passenger fares in the metropolitan arsa by
15 per “cent. to 20 per cont. on the following
dav. A few wecks afterwards they were
raised, He hoped the Government would do
the sume B0, because he contended they
were not devaloping the State if the railways
had to show a deflicit such as ther had last
vear. It was cnough to break the hearts
of the men in eha)"ﬂ of the railways to be
criticised in the way they had to be in that
Chamber in connestion with their manage-
ment of a concern which had cost the State
about £52.000.600. The officers of the
departmernt had to ““carry the baby.”” They
were told this, that, and the other expendi-
ture was wrong, and that the economies
effected were not right. They were found
fault with, when the fault lay with circum-
stances over which they had no control. It
was time the Government gave them that
control.

Political control had been referred to dur-
ing the debate. His idea was that the
appointment of the Commissioner should be
the fun(’tlon of the Government, but, after he
had been appointed, the filling of the various
positions should  develop upon the officers
concerned. He would rrad a little extract
with regard to the Great Northern Railway,
which Would be found on page 44 of the Com-
missioner’s report, and about which he would
like the Minister to give them some infor-
mation—

‘ Probably one of the most difficult
problems to face in dealing with the
running staff on the Great Northern
Railway, and which causes considerable
irritation and complaints to the Commis-
sioner, is that caused by the great flue-
tuation in traffic, which during some
periods necessitates overtime, and  at
others ‘lying off.” This is Clear]y illus-
trated by the very great decrease in train
mileage during the last half of the year
under review, Tor the first six months
the train mlles run totalled 836,267, while
in the last six months the total only
reached 477,081, a little more then half
the mileage of the first half-year. To
keep a staff of running men sufficient to
carry on the business for the first six

Mr. Taylor.
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months would mean during the last half
of the year they would practically only
receive half-time; while to carry only
staff sufficient for the slack period would
involve the payment of a very large sum
in overtimne, and the payment per annum
of considmablv more to each employee
than Parliament had provided. It was
hoped that, by cauymg a staff to meet
what was termed ‘normal traffic,’ both
short time and excessive overtime would
be lesscned,  Unfortunately, last year,
through the excessive falling off of traffic,
this result was not ach]med and exces-
sive overtime was worked by some during
the busy months, and also very short
time during the slack period.

“To avercome this, I suggested a
scheme which, in my opinion, would tend
to equalise the vearly carnings of each

'nplmoe make overfime less attractive,

and ‘Lalance expenditure, but, unfortu-
hdt‘l}, the time was not opportune for its
introduction.”

That was signed by Arthur J. Crowther,
General Alanager and Acting Deputy Com-
missioner of the Northern Railways.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : You believe
in non-interference with the Commissioner?
That matter was dealt with by the Commis-
sioner himself. e did not agree with the
General Manager.

Mr. TAYLOR: He was not saying that
there was any interference politically in that
matter. Whilst the railways were to a very
great extent under political contred, every
member of Parliament had to take a certain
advantage of the fact. It would be very
interesting to know just what Mr. Crowther’s
report was, and why it was turned down.
il was evidently making an effort to deal
with a difficult situation. It was no use
thinking that they could run their railways
very much longer as they were at present.
Morc than half their public debt had been
spent on the railways. The Minister had
mentioned <ducation as another non-paying
State activity. There werc certain activities
of a State which necessitated the expenditure
of money without the receipt of any revenue
from them, and one of those was education.
Another was health. Any Government ought
to see that such things were carried on in the
best and most efficient way; but, so far as
railways were concerned, the question of pay-
ment for services rendered should be con-
sidered as far as possible. He did not argue
or intend to argue that their railways should
always pay, or probably should be made to
pay, but it was a farce to go in a direction
which meant that they had to pay £1,700,000
for the railways out of consolidated revenue
in one year. Hon. members opposite had
said that the position was partly due to the
extra wages and salaries paid to the men in
the service, because the wages paid prior to
the advent of the Labour Government were
practically starvation wages. He would refer
hon. members to the sworn evidence given in
the Arbitration Court last year by Mr.
Carroll, a member of the Legislative Couneil,
and Mr. Moroney, sccretary of the Railway
Union. If hon. members looked up the files
of the “ Daily Standard” and other papers,
they would find that those gentlemen said
that, notwithstanding the extra money the
men were receiving, they were no better off
now than in 1914 or prior to 18914

Mr. GuepsonN: That applies also to the
ordinary worker.
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is an
ordinary statement. You do not attach any
importance to that?

Mr. TAYLOR: If they did not attach
importance to a sworn statement in the
Arbitration Court, to what were they going
to attach importance?

The SECRETARY FOR RATLwAvS : Were not the
men asking for increased wages?

Mr. TAYLOR: Esxactly. Hon. members
opposite had been pointing out that the
Government had done so much better for the
employees, whereas the Opposition had been
pointing out that they had not done a bit
better than the previous Government. The
evidence of those men was that in past years
the men were better off than they were
to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
think they were better off?

Mr. TAYLOR: He certainly thought that
a man acting for the railway employees was
in a better position to give evidence than
he was.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you
hear what Mr. Carroll said in the Legislative
Council on the same subject?

Mr. TAYLOR: He did not, and he took
more notice of what a man said in the
Arbitration Court than of what he would say
in that Chamber or in the Legislative
Council.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You talk
about the good old days when the workers
were better off. Do you want to see the
cane farmers supplying cane at 10s. a ton?

Mr. TAYLOR: No. He had never ex-
pressed a wish to see anything of the kind.
He was merely drawing attention to a com-
parison between the old conditions and wages
to-day. If a man ten years ago could get as
much for 1s. as he could get now for 2s.,
was he any better off or worse off because now
he got twice the wages he used to get?
During the last half-dozen years prices of
everything had risen out of all proportion,
and there did not appear to be any way of
adjusting them or finalising the rise. Unfor-
tunately, they had not got much * forrader”
in that direction, but no doubt things were
tending to a more normal condition—by which
he did not mean starvation wages or abject
poverty. He had never advocated that. He
knew what it was to work for a living, and
to be short of a £1 note as much as anybody ;
but they were striving to improve the condi-
tions in Queensland, and, if the railway
managers were allowed to have supreme con-
trol of the service, he believed they would
have better control than at present. A
scientific adjustment of fares and freights—
call it what they would—could be made to
stop the immense leakage that existed to-
day. He hoped the Minister would seriously
consider the criticisms offered from the Oppo-
sition side, although they were told that
they had not advanced any suggestion that
was helpful or intelligent in any way.
He could bear out the remarks of the hon.
member for Burke with regard to the limited
powers of station-masters and other officials
in the Railway Department. The powers of
those men should not be so circumsecribed.
At present they could do very little at all,
as everything had to be referred to head-
" quarters or to some particular official before

[19 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1551

anything could be done. If the station-
masters and other men in responsible posi-
tions were given more authority, they should
not have, in connection with the railways,
such a balance-sheet as the one they had been
considering during the present session.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): The
hon. member for Windsor stated that,
although he was a metropolitan member, he
would advocate that the railways in the
metropolitan arca and to the seaside should
be made to contribute towards the revenue
of the State. He (Mr. Stopford) was chair-
man of the Public Works Commission for
some years, and he had recommended for
the favourable consideration of the House
many railways that, had he been acting for
a private company, he certainly would not
have recommended. The reason why he
recommended those railways was because he
believed that State-owned railways possessed
many virtues that were reficcted in an
indirect manner in the benefits they conferred
on the State, and one of the greatest benefits
they found in a large populated area like
Brisbane through the possession of State-
owned railways was that they were able to
give to the working population ready access
to the seaside at a very low rate. They did
not look for any financial return from the
expenditure on those railways, but they
looked for an indirect return through having
a healthier working class and a more con-
tented community through the advantages
conferred upon them. Another great advan-
tage that the cheap railway fares round about
the metropolitan area gave them was that
they were able to avoid in a large measure
many of the evils of the older civilisations—
evils known as slum areas. Under a system
of State-owned railways, where they were
able to convey the worker as far as Kagle
Junction for the nominal fee of 3d. return,
they were able, with other legislation, to
permit him to live at least 4 or 5 miles from
his work and to bring his children up under
healthier conditions than would be possibie
if he were asked to pay a rate on the railway
that would enable that railway to show a
credit balance at the end of the year’s trans-
actions. If they were going to run the rail-
ways as a private company would be forced
to run them, then they would have to charge
a prohibitive rate, with the result that the
workers would be forced to herd together in
close proximity within the city area, which
would have a bad effect on the physique of
the race, as was shown conclusively during
the great war, when in England the standard
had to be repcatedly reduced because the
physique of the men was such that they could
not pass the necessary medical examination.
In a young country like Queensland, with
their vast unoccupied spaces and with their
sunny climate, it would be a disgrace to
legislators if those evils existed. If there
was any portion of the State that owed much
to the fact that they had in existence a
State-owned railway, it was North Queens-
land, because they could not possibly hope
to develop that part of the State unless they
provided means of communication and transit
to the settlers who were ploneering in those
districts. He would submit for the favourable
consideration of the Cabinet something that
came under his notice since his electorate
had become so disorganised through the indus-
trial trouble. There were in that electorate
100 men who were the sons of farmers, or
who, if they were not the sons of farmers,

Mr. Stopford.]
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had at least some farming experience. When
addressing those men he had pointed out the
advantage it wculd be to themselves and
the State if they were to go upon the land
and endecavour {o carve out homes for them-
selves independent of a boss. The result
was that he approached the Lands Depart-
ment, and was rather startled to find that
the department had to confess that they could
not settle 100 settlers in Queensland within
easy access of a railway and give them a
reasonable prospect of making a success of
it. In North Queensland they were spending
large sums of money in the construction of
what was known as the North Coast Rail-
way from Innisfail on, and they had the
Tully River lands and the land on Maria
Creek, where they had what was going to be
the most successful asoldier settlement in
Australia. They had fertile lands close
enough to the South Johnstone Sugar-mill
to ensure sucoess to any soldier who cared
to work hard in the early stages, with the
assistance he could get from the Federal
Government. Success was assured, because
he had sent some of his returned soldier
electors up there and received most gratify-
ing reports from them. While the State was
spending a large amount of money in build-
ing that railway, they were hampered in the
settlement of the land by the fact that the
capacity of the South Johnstone Mill was
limited to an additional 50,000 tons of cane.
Although they had plotted out 180 blocks

of land for returned soldier settlement, the
mill capacity would only permit them to
place ecighty men on that land. As a result,
that railway was not going to get the amount
of traffic over it that the land in the vicinity
was capable of providing unless the Govern-
ment recognised their responsibility and
duplicated the existing mill. He believed
in the views expressed by many of the
speakers—that not one more mile of railway
should be built in Queensland. He believed,
from his experience as chairman of the
Public Works Commission, that the Govern-
ment should come forward and say to those
who were holding land along existing railway
lines and not using it for productive pur-
poses, ‘“We are going to tax you on the
non-productive value of your land, based on
the mcome tax of the man on the block next
to you.” In many of the country districts
such unoccupied land constituted a menace
by breeding pests to the detriment of the
man who was utilising land in the ncigh-
bourhood. That was not something that the
Labour party alone had subscribed to.

The organiser of the National party had
given evidence before the Public Works
Commission in Cairns, and he put the ques-
tion to that organiser, who stated that there
was not a farmer in North Queensland who
would not subscribe to such a policy. If the
Government would issue instructions that a
certain portion of the land along their rail-
way lines not put to productxve use should
be taxed on the income tax of the man with
a similax block next to it within twelve
months, much of that land could be resumed
at a normal figure by the Governmeunt and
given to men who would be prepared to
gut it to a use that would benefit the whole

tate.

Another matter wrapped up in the develop-
ment of the State, and of vast importance
in connection with the problem of making
their railways pay, was a matter he had

[Mr. Stopford.
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touched on some time ago when he advocated
the building of roads as feeders to their
railways. They had a Main Roads Board in
existence, but he was not in favour of the
pohcy that that board appeared to think
it was their duty to pursue. He did not
believe the Main Roads Board was there
to give them a voad from Brishane to Too-
woomba so that they might be able to
“ joy-ride” in motor-cars. A close study of
the agricultural districts of the State, as
chairman of the Commission, had showed him
conclusively that alongside many of their
agricultural lines that were not paying the
State to- day interest on the money invested
the area of production used for the develop-
ment of the State by the production of
agricultural products was limited to 3 miles
from the railways owing to the bad state of
the roads. The dalrvmg industry was limited
to 9 miles, and after that, although the land
was just as good as it was within the rail-
way area, it was given over to grazing. He
contended that the railways returned to this
State more than the original cost in enhanced
land value on their Crown lands and
enhanced timber values on timber that would
otherwise have been destroyed if the rail-
ways had not been built, He claimed,
although others might say it was a book-
keeping entry, that the time had come—and
it was probably an argument that Labour
members would use if they were on the
Opposition side of the Chamber, when a
certaln portion of that revenue should be
credited to the Railways Department and
earmarked for roads that would enable them
to settle a population and carry on agricul-
tural pursuits 7 or 8 miles on each side of
the railways, and the dairying industry for
a distance of, say, 15 miles. When they
recognised those ’rhmgs and set themselves
to deal with the problem without party fecl-
ing, they would see that what they were
looking for in Queensland was not roads
between their principal towns. The policy
of the Main Roads Board might have been
an excellent thing in V'otoria where the
villages were a short distance apart and
Whe1e intertown traffic could be carried on
in between; but in Queensland they should
be in a position to provide feeders to their
railways, not only to make the railways pay,
but to destroy somgthlng that hit the eye of
any man going into agricultural centrés to-
day. The IPublic Works Commission would
arrive at a town to-dav, and just about the
time for the train to go they would sce thirty
vehicles in all sfafres of disrepair and a
large number of horse vehicles bringing one
cream can or 1wo cream cans to the railway
station. Those men were taking themselves
away from the avenues of production to do
what they could do systematieally with one
or two men with a little organisation. The
success of Germany during the early stages
of the war, and the success that was assisting
her in her reconstruetion work to-day, was
brought about by scientific organisation, and,
unless the people of Queensland prepared
to organise their industrial life. something
Iike that, they were not going to overcome
many of the evils that confronted them
to-day.

Another matter he wished to touch upon
affected, not only the interest of North
Queensland, but the whole of the interests of
this State, and before he sat down he hoped
the matter would claim the attention of all
sections of the Committee. There was in
Queensland to-day a Commission going into
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a matter of vital Importance to the State,
and that was the linking up of the railway
systems of the Northern Territory and the
South of Australia. The Premier of Queens-
land had made many statements to the Press
claiming the advantage of having that link
made through Quecnsland, via Camooweal
and Dajarra, and thence along the line
orizinally proposed by the late Dr. Kidston.
That was a matter of vital imporiance to
Quecnsland and of vital interest to the
Federal Government and to the prople of
Australia. Ile understood that some agree-
ment existed between South Australia and
the Federal Government that the line shouid
take a cortain course. That agreement miglt
have been arrived at without due regarl fo
all the evidence that could be adduced in
favour of the route going through Queens-
land. Being authorised by the Cabinet to
make investigations into the development
of the Gulf country by a system of railways,
the Public Works Commission had traversed
a large portion of the Northern portior of
the State. As a result of those investiga-
tions, he was satisfied that North Queensland
should be settled by building a railway from
Camocoweal to Burketown, with a connection
from Catherine River to Camooweal through
Dajarra and on through the route s~iected
by the late Dr. Kidston, of which he was not
in a position to speak about because he had
not been over if, eventuallv linking up from
Cunnamulla to Bourke. That route should
have the undivided support of “all sestions of

the Committee. He hoped the Premier
would mot go into recess until he had
extended an invitation to hon. members

opposite and the Queensland Federal mem-
bers to form some sort of a committee, and
that he would instruet his officials and experts
of the various departments to prepare a case
for Queensland to see that the claims of
Queensland were placed in a proper manner
before the Commonwealth Roval (fommission
before they came to deliberate on the
evidence they had taken.

Recognising that through State-owned rail-
ways and through the advantages of develop-
ment and other indirect benefits., he recom-
mended the early construction of the North
Coast Railway to the Tully River, as the
settlement of, say, another 100 men on the
Tully River—who would be engaged in pro-
ductive pursuits, who would require an equal
number, if not more men, in industrial pur-
suits to provide them with the necessaries of
life—would be an adequate return for the
expenditure of money on that railway in-
stead of, as some hon. members suggested,
either increasing freights or reducing wages.

Regarding the extension of the capacity of
the South Johnstone Mill-——which was one of
the finest mills of Queensland with splendid
extraction capacity—he had been informed by
officers in charge of the Government mills
that it could be duplicated. and he sincerelv
trusted that would be doné in time to
Lave the added freight coming over the
railways immediately they were prepared to
receive it.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yenango): He thought
that the last two speakers had hit the nail
on the head so {ar as making their railway
system what it should be was concerned.
The leader of the Nationalist party, who
represented a metropolitan constituency, had
shovn what would help to prevent the
deficits with which they were faced at the
present time.

1921—5 ¢
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Increased
fares and freights.

Mr. EDWARDS: Increased fares and

{reights in the large centres.
g
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

AMr. EDWARDS: The hon. member did
ot say in all centres. He (Mr. Edwards)
had always held that it was absolutely neces-
sary to put the people in the large centres
of population on the same footing as the
people in the country districts with regard
to fares and freights; but, at the present
time, people in the large centres were travel-
ling on the railways for about half the rates
paid by those in the country districts. The
worst paying branch line in the country dis-
tricts acted as a feeder to the main line, and
helped to make it pay, and the people in
the country districts who were paying such
high freights and fares were making it
possible for those in large centres of popula-
tion to enjoy the advantage of low freights
and fares. He agreed with the hon. mem-
ber for Mount Morgan that land settlement
should go hand in hand with railway con-

All centres.

struction. That was one of the most
important questions before them. They
should give every encouragement to the

people to settle in the country and increase
production. The increased trafic caused
thereby would make the railways pay. It
was necessary to ses that the unoccupied
land adjacent to the railways was brought
under cultivation, and to bring that about
the man in the country would have to receive
the same treatment from the Government as
the man in the large centres of population.
So many concessions had been given to the
large centres of population that it had had
the effect of drawing the people from the
country to the towns.

Mr. Pease: That is nct true.

Mr. EDWARDS : It was true. He thought
that the Southern railways were practically
carrying the Northern railways. The Com-
missioner’s report showed that there was
scarcely a railway in the North which was
paying, but many in the South were paying,
so that it could be sald that the Southern
railways were practically carrying the
Northern railways. He did not say that that
was wrong, because they had to develop the
State in every possible way. The hon. mem-
ber for Mount Morgan had made a state-
ment which it was hard to understand. The
hon. member had been chairman of the
Public Works Commission for a number of
vears, and, after recommending various rail-
ways, he now stated that he did not think it
a wise thing to build any railways at all.
He hoped that the Secretary for Railways
would recognise the necessity of squaring ap
froights and fares. Notwithstanding what
was said by the Minister about cheap rates,
the poople in the country districts were
paying more for the carriage of groceries
and other articles than was the case in any
other State of the Commonwealth. Those
were the things that were inducing young
people to stay in the cities and were prevent-
ing the development of the country.

Mr., COLLINS (Bowen): The leader of the
Nationalist party was to be congratulated
on the action he was taking in connection
with the railways, when he made it quite
clear that he was in favour of increasing
fares and freights. In dealing with the
Northern Division, the hon. member had

Mr. Collins. |
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made it quite clear that, if he had his way,
he would increase fares and freights in and
about the metropolitan areas. He was sorry
they could not get a declaration from the
hon. member for Nanango as to where he
stood in regard to the attitude taken up by
members of the Opposition, who had hesi-
tated to say that the remedy in regard
to the deficit on the railways was to increase
fares and freights; or, in the words of the
leader of the Nationalist party, that the
people should pay for services rendered. It
was refreshing to hear the hon. member for
Townsville say that, notwithstanding the
slump with regard to copper in North Queens-
land, North Queensland was still prosperous,
and—the hon. member should have added—
prospercus under a Labour Government.

The question of free railways which had
been mentioned was not new; free railways
had been advocated before he was born.
Hon. members who advocated them were not
alone in their advocacy. The secretary of
the Farmers’ Association on the Inkerman
Estate recently wrote to him asking him, as
member for the district, to place before the
Secretary for Railways a request that their
cane should be carried free from Home Hill
to Proserpine, a distance of a little over 90
miles.  Although the request was not
granted, they had done that to enable the
cane to be crushed at the Proserpine mill,
owing to the fact that the mill in their
own locality was not able to deal with the
crop. On one occasion the Government had
taken over 30,000 tons from Home Hill to
Proserpine to be crushed. He had received
many letters of thanks from sugar-growers
from Home Hill for the assistance given
them by the Government. )

Labour members as a party were not advo-
cating free railways. Where did the hon.
member for Aubigny stand in the matter?
Did he believe that fares and freights should
be raised all round, like the leader of the
Nationalists, or did he believe that only the
city people should pay increased fares?

Mr. Moore: I do not believe in carting
sugar-cane free to a mill, and charging high
freights for the carriage of fodder for the
feeding of starving stock.

Mr. COLLINS: He was quite willing to
admit that in Mr. Crowther they had a
good man as general manager of .the
Northern railways system. He had found
Mr. Crowther to be a good man when he
was in the Southern portion of the State,
and the Government had shown some judg-
ment in having selected him for the position
he now occupied. He had received many
letters of thanks for the way the Government
had made it possible for the canegrowers
to get their cane to the mill easily by pro-
viding the number of sidings they had pro-
vided.

Mr. Braxp: In the Bowen electorate?

Mr. COLLINS: He ‘represented a more
important sugar distriet than the hon. mem-
ber for Burrum. He was dealing with the
railway system of the North at the present
time.
before the Chamber he waited patiently to
hear the hon. member’s views, and he was
quite satisfied the hon. member knew very
Tittle in regard to the conditicns of the
railway system in North Queensland. He
was very pleased to find in the Commis-
sioner’s report, at page 41, the following
passage :—

“ The standard of maintaining the per-

[Mr. Collins.
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manent way of the Northern railways:
should no$, owing to the long distances
over which few trains run, be the same
as that fixed for railways in Southern
Queensland carrying a much heavier
trafic. Moreover, many of the railways
in the North were built for light traffic
at slow speeds, and to establish the
Southern standard on these lines would
necessitate considerable expenditure in
improving the road, which expenditure
should be a charge to capital. At pre-
sent, owing to reduced earnings and very
high cost of labour and material, the
standard has been fixed =0 as to carry
the traffic with safety, and make good
any depreciation. As ftraffic improves,
and money becomeg more plentiful, and
more modern appliances can be used,
such as motor pump cars for fettlers, the
standard will be improved, and the
speed of trains increased.

“The erection of fettlers’ cottages in
the West has been proceeded with, ten
married men’s and eight single men’s
quarters having been built during the
year.

“The lengthsmen appreciate highly
the improvement in their living condi-
tions afforded by having these cottages,
and, seeing that interest ig returned on
the expenditure by way of rent, it is to
be hoped that in the current year a sum
of money will be set aside to continue
the erection of similar buildings.”

He wanted to draw the attention of the
Minister to two paragraphs in that report—
that relating to the provision of motor pump
cars for fettlers being one. When he was in
Opposition in 1910-11 he had hammered away
at that particular matter. It was about time
that they, who belonged to a race of people
claiming, so far as the inventive faculties were
concerned, that they had reached a very high
stage of development, discontinued the prac-
tice of asking men to work their own pump
cars to their work. As Mr. Crowther had
mentionad, they should make available motor
pump cars for fettlers. On many occasions
when he had been organising in different
parts of Queensland he had gone with those
men and had worked his own passage; and,
after having done 10 or 12 miles, the men
did not feel as fresh as they would if they
had been able to sit back at their ease in a
motor pump car.

Mr., Moorg: Do any of them go 10 miles?

Mr. COLLINS: Another portion of the
paragraph he had read stated that the
lengthsmen appreciated highly the improve-
ment in their living conditions afforded by
having cottages built for them. e hoped
that system would be extended so. that the
men who were responsible for the mainten-
ance of the railways would have provided
for them up-to-date accommodation. He had
never thought they could do everything by
a stroke of the pen. They had to advance
step by step.

Reference had been made during the de-
bate to the question of the railways not pay-
ing. It was quite true that the railways in
the North did not pay any better than they
did in the South.

Mr. Moore: They pay worse.

Mr. COLLINS: Anybody who had fol-

lowed the earnings of the railways for a
number of years must know that, when the
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great Cloncurry field was in full swing, the
Northern railway system was a paying pro-
position; and he had no doubt that, when
things were adjusted throughout the world
and cheap coke was provided with the
development of their coal mines, the
Cleneurry mines would be reopened. Much
deperded upon the cheapening of coke.
When the railway to the Bowen coalfield
was completed and cheap coke was made
available to the owners of the large copper
mines in the western portion of the North,
he had no doubt thewr railways would be
more successful than they were at the pre-
cent time. Hon. gentlemen did not seem
to realise that the Government had improved
the condition of the workers on the railways.
He was not one of those who was carried

away with the cry that it cost more to live .

to-day than it did in 1914. That was the
arguinent used by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. They had no guarantee that, had therve
been a Tory Government sitting on the
Treasury benches during the past six years,
wages would have been increased at all
He realised that millions of peoplé belonging
to the working class in all countries had to
live upon very little indeed, and it did not
follow that, because there was a war on,
wages would have been increased had their
friends opposite been sitting on the Govern-
ment side. For years past hon. members on
the other side had opposed bringing the
railway men within the scope of the Arbitra-
tion Court. It did not always follow that,
because prices of commodities Increased,
wages would increase proportionately, e
intended to let the electors of Queensland
know the amount that had been granted
them in the way of increases. He found
that on Ist September, 1921 the hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton (Mr. Forde) asked the
Secretary for Railways the following ques-
tion 1 —

“ What is the total amount expended
in increases to railway men since the
Labour Government tocok office in 1915;
and what wag the total amount granted
to thermn by way of increased wages and
salaries in the last six years of Liberal
Government ?”’

The answer was— .

“ Since 1915, £1,841575; in the six
(6) years immediately preceding 1915,
£364,479.”

He supposed they would be told that the
Arbitration Court awarded the Increased
wages. That might be so, but they ought to
point out to the railway workers that, if the
Government had not taken posses-

[2 pom.] sion of the Treasury benches,
their opponents—judging. by their
remarks—would not have allowed them to go
to the Arbitration Court, and, therefore, it
would have been more than Iikely that they
would be on low rates of pay. He remem-
bered when men had to work very hard on
the railways for 6s. a day, and there was no
guarantee that they would not have been
receiving similar pay to-day if the Opposi-
tion had remained in power. In the North
the railway men seemed perfectly satisfied,
and were very anxious that the Government
should remain in power; nor did he have any
complaints from the primary producers in
regard to freights on primary products; and
the General Manager of the Northern Rail-
ways made special reference to the fact that
the Northern railways depended upon primary
products for their support. He would like

[13 OCTOBER.]
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to know what the

3 Opposition meant by
political control.

Mr. BeBpiNGTON: You are nobt so innocent
as you seem,

Mr. COLLINS: When the hon. member for
Drayton sat behind the Government, no doubt
he pulled the strings on behalf of his friends;
that could not be said of the hon. member
for Bowen. He had not seen the political
control that the hon. member talked so much
about. Did hon. members opposite mean
that members on the Government side had
been able to get their friends into the
service !

Mr, BeBBiNGTON: Some of them, anyhow.

Mr., COLLINS: Even if they did, if they
rendered good service to the State—to use the
phrase of the leader of the Nationalists—what
complaint had hon. members on the other
side to make? Did they mean that the
Minister should exercise no control?

My. BesBINGTON: Oh, no;
different.

Mr, COLLINS: Did they mean that the
whole control should be handed over to the
Commissioner 7 As a representative of democ-
racy, he was opposed to bureaucracy, because
that was what 1t meant. If they were going
to hand over the rights of the representa-
tives of the people to Commissioners here
and Commissioners there, they would be
building up a bureaucracy which later on
the democracy would have to set out to fight.
He believed that the Minister should be held
responsible, not the Commissioner; and, if
any hon. member could make out a good
case, no doubt the Minister would listen to
it. He had always claimed, since he had been
in Parliament, that, after he had made due
inquiry, his word, as that of a representative
of the people, should be taken before that
of any Government employee. He was not
going to play second fiddle to any officer
employed by the Government.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: You are letting the
cat out of the bag now.

Mr. COLLINS: He was not. He was
stating their rights as representatives of the
people against a bureaucracy. Members of
Parliament got their power from the people;
officials had to be appointed by the Govern-
ment, He could locok after railway matters:
in his electorate better than officials, because,
if he did not know the requirements of the
people he represented who did? That was
not interfering with the discipline of the
department. It was time hon. members
realised where they were drifting as represen-
tatives of the people, not only in Queens-

that is quite

Jand, but throughout the Commonwealth. He

wanted no bureaucracy but a democracy, and
it was a democracy that was now sitting on
the Treasury benches—government of the
people by the people. (Opposition laughter.)
He was nof finding fault with the Commis-
sioner. If he possessed certain powers, let
him exercise them. Did he say in his report
that he did not have the control he should
have under the Railways Act? It was time
hon. members opposite ceased talking about
political control, seeing that the interjection
of the hon. member for Drayton was tanta-
mount to an admission that he used to exer-
cise political control when he sat behind the
hon. member for Bulimba and other Minis-
ters. What was really wrong with the House
was indicated by the hon. member for

Heo Cullans i
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Nanango, who admitted that he knew nothing
about the Northern railway system, It was
just about time the Government considered
the question of placing on the Estimates
sufficlent money to give all members who
had not visited North Queensland an oppor-
tunity of seeing its wonderful resources and
development, and the wonderful railway sys-
tem they had in a sparsely populated part of
the State.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
hon., member for Bowen had given them an
idea of ‘““how to do it.”” He gathered from
the hon. member that, if the %ailway Com-
missioner or someone else in authority did
not do certain things after having been
asked twice, the word of a member was to
be taken against the word of everyone else.

_ Mr. Corums: I said ‘“‘after making
inguiry.”

Hon. W. H.- BARNES: He further under-
stood the hon. member to say that it was
against the tenets of the Labour party for
the Commissioner and the officers of the rail-
ways to have supreme control. TUnder that
system a great deal might depend upon the
wisdom and knowledge of the Minister. A
gentleman might be Minister who had very
little knowledge of railways. He might be
placed in an exceedingly awkward position
if he were asked to do something which
meant that the Commissioner would get a

_setback. On the other hand he could under-
stand the position if a man of experience
were at the head of the department. One
could imagine in such a case that it would
be the easiest thing in the world for the
man of experience to deal with a question
in an effective way, whereas an inexperienced
Minister might find it exceedingly difficult.

The debate had been productive of a good
deal of good, and he had followed some of
the spéeches with a very great deal of interest.
For instance, the speech delivered by the
hon. member for Mount Morgan was one of
very great interest, and it opened up ques-
tions which linked the railways very closely
with the lands of the State. It was very
difficult to dissociate the discussion from land
settlement. The question of good roads was
also very closely allied with the railways.
Some of them knew the awkward position
of the people in the country who were distant
from a railway. He remembered taking a
trip on one occasion from Kingaroy over
to Bell. There was some beautiful couniry
in that district, and there were peopie living
there miles and miles from a railway who
were going in for agriculture, and they
were placed at a very great disadvantags
in regard to getting their produce to a
railway. The country was black soil, and
in wet weather it was almost impossible
to travel over the roads. In order to
develop the State, it was necessary to see
that provision was made to provide good
roads to the railways. He represented what
might almost be called a city constituency,
and vet it was not quite a city constituency.
He held very emphatically the view that they
were not going to have success in the city
unless they had prople comfortably settled
on the Jand. If there was failure on the
land, it must have a reflex influence on the
city. The difficulty in getting traffic for the
railways had been brought about by two
things. One was the demand for shorter
hours in the city. The result of such a
demand had been to bring more people into
the city and to leave fewer people in the

[Mr. Collins.
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country to develop the land. It was the
younger members of the community who
gravitated towards the city, and who said
to their parents that they were tired of the
long hours associated with the agricultural
industry,

Mr. Hartey: That is nonsense. They can-
not get enough land to settle on.

Hown. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
was in the habit of making statements like
that. The fact remained that those cond:tions
were operating in Queensland. It was very
important that the trunk lines of railway
should be completed. The hon. member for
Moeunt Morgan referred to the South John-
stone Mill, and rightly said that it was essen-
tial that Government lands which were avail-
able close to a railway should be used for
developmental purposes.

Mr. BrRENNAN: What about private lands?

Hox. W. H. BARNTES: They must have
development if they were going to make a
success of the railway; but it must be remem-
bered that there were large areas of land
close to radways on which it was not possible
to make a living. Seeing that they had got
the railways, it was up to the Government
to see if some scientific method could not be
adopted to make those lands available for
people to settle on.

Mr. Harriey: That is more of your non-

sense. What about ““ Bob Philp’s” first-class
land ?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: It was not the

delegation now. It was something about
“ Bob Philp ” in ancther direction. The hon.
member had got ““ Bob Philp ” on the brain.
Anyone travelling from Brisbane to Rock-
hampton would see that there was a quantity
of inferior land alongside the railway, especi-
ally between Maryborough and Bundaberg.
They had to realise that it was their duty
to settle the good lands adjacent to the rail-
ways.

There was another question, which was a
very big one in connection with the railways
of Queensland. They must not lose sight of
the fact that there were increasing dangers
affecting their own State and the Common-
wealth—dangers which could not be lightly
looked upon. A very great deal of the de-
velopment that had taken place in the North
in connection with the sugar-mills was the
outcome of the farseeing policy carried out
by the previcus Government.

Mr. Pease: You never completed them.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Did not the pre-
vious Government build the central sugar-
mills ? The ILiberal Government let the
contract for the building of those mills.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-

ber is not going to discuss the wisdom or
otherwise of building those mills.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He was referring
to the sugar-mills by way of illustration.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would be quite in order in doing that.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Mount Morgan had suggested the South
Johnstone mill should be duplicated.

Hen, W. Forean Smmrm: Who
that site?
~Hox. W. H. BARNES: A Royal Commis-
sion selected the site.
~Mr. Pmase: The site prevents the duplica
tion of the mill.

selected
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Hown. W. H. BARNES : They were dealing
with the Northern Railway system, and it
was the duty of every hon. member to add
something to the debate to enable the depart-
ment to meet its difficulties and increase
its returns. He believed it was essential
to build a railway right through to Cairns
in the interests of the State, and he believed
it was essential to build some of the feeding
lines which were outlined years ago by the
Liberal Government that could see ahead
and were desirous of helping the great State
of Queensland,

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): To show
the futility of the backyard policy of past
Governments, they did not trouble very much
about easier curves and grades fora railway,
but built it just to suit individual interests.
Take, for example, the line up the Range
from Helidon to Toowoomba.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 'The hon.
member can discuss the Northern Railways,
Lut he cannot come back to the Southern
Railways.

Mr. BRENNAN: He was going to show
how the policy also applied to the North.
Instead of going from Muirphy’s Creek into
Toowoomba by a line of 3 or 4 miles, the
line was built 28 miles round the Range.
Then hon. members opposite talked about
the wonderful engineering feat!

Mr. Bepsivgron: How were you going to
got up the 2,000 feet?

Mr. BRENNAN: It would be his duty
for the next few years, as member for Too-
woomba, to advocate a direct route from
Helidon to Toowoomba. That same policy
applied to the North. There was regrading
going on in the North; and where there was
regrading and the curves were sharp, it was
because the engineers who built the line had
a special interest in the matter.

The  CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon,
member will not be in order in discussing
regrading and curves on this vote.

Mr. BRENNAN: The expense in the
upkeep of their railways had been brought
ebout by the backyard policy of past Govern-
ruents.
1nArv OrpostrioN MEMBER : How do you know
that?

Mr. BRENNAN : They knew that because
they were told it. He was very much
imspresssed by the speech by the hon. member
fo"‘ Mount Morgan, who spoke about a Fede-
ral Commission coming to Queensland to
deal with the question of connecting up the
Nerthern Territory with the South of Aus-
tralia. The Premier should see that he got
the officials of the department, and hon.
members on both sides, to meet the Com-
mission, to see that Queensland got the best
concessions possible,  The Federal Govern-
ment, through the late Bir John Forrest,
made an offer to connect North and South
Australia, but the Denham Government would
net accept the conditions in connection with
connecting up with the Queensland railway
system. He had not seen the report, but
he understood that was true. The hon.
member for Bulimba and the hon. member
for  Albert were members of the Denham
Governmens,

Hon. J. G. Apeen: Yes.

Mr. BRENNAN : Why did they not accept
the suggestion of the late Sir John Forrest?

Hon. J. G. Apren: That is exactly what
we desire to bring about.

(12 OcroBER.]
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Mr. BRENNAN: It was an important
matter. The hon. member for Mount Morgan
was right, and he (Mr. Brennan) would give
a ~md1 oxlmple to show how settlement had
been impeded by the want of roads.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will discuss that matter from
the aspect of the railways.

Mr. BRENNAN: If they had the roads,
the railways would pay.

Mr. BrgeiNGTON : Who are going to pay
for the roads?

Myr. BRENNAN: They must have good
voads as feeders to the railways. He would
give an example. Between Gowrie Junction
and Kingsthorpe, a distance of 4 to 5 miles,
fa 1mer> could not use the black soil road to
the railway. He had got the Minister to
ceme to Toowoomba, with the result that a
siding was put in at Box Camp, and to-day
there were eight or ten more farmers sending
cream to the factory. That was on a oToselv
settled portion of the Downs. That only
showed what it meant to have good roads
as feeders to their railways. He thoughs
the hon. member for Mount Morgan, who
had had more experience than most hon,
members in the Committee, having travelled
a greater portion of Que(‘m]and as chairman
of the Public Works Commission, should be
listened to. The hon. member had made an
excellent speech, and he would like to hear
other members of the Commission speak on

the matter. They were men who could speak
with authority, as they had travelled the
country. The hon. member for Drayton

could ‘speak, but only of that portion over
which he had travelled. The hon. member
for Drayton had not travelled as far as he
had over the State.

Mr. BespingTON: I have travelled more in
Qucensland than any six hon. members on the
other side. (Government laughter.)

Mz, BRENNAN: He would like to hear
the Railway Hstimates discussed by every
hon, member, and then have a Commission
to dissect the speeches—taking out the creary
of the speeches—and by that means they
could get a system whereby the railways
would pay. Tt was only speeches like that
delivered by the hon. member for Mount
Morgan——

Mr. EpwirDs: Do you agree with the
hen. member for Mount Morgan that no
further railways should be built?

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes. They should only
build the absolutely necessary communica-
tions, but they should settle the land adjoin-
ing the railways. He did not agree with
the hon. member for Bulimba that Crown
Private lands and
freehold lands should be settled before they
spent another penny on railway constmctlon
There would be such a large popul fation
settled along the railways that they could
stand them being run free. (Opposition
leughter,) If they settled all the waste
lands alongside the railways the income
derived from such settlement would be
greater than the whole of the present railway
revenue. To-day for miles and mile: they
would see one sheep or one beast. No wonder
the railways did not pay! If the country
was closely settled, the wealth would be so
great that there would be no need to charge
freight on the railways..

Mr. Frercuer: The railways are in a fair

.way to being settled now.

Mr. Brennon.]
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Mr. BRENNAN: Nothing could be said
by hon. members opposite against the admin-
isiration of the present Government. The
cply argument they had to offer was to
circulate misrepresentation in the loecal
papers each day. Those papers left out the
practical speeches made by members on the
Government side of the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: Ozrder!

Mr. BRENNAN: When he got on to a
most Important matter he was taken off the
trail by hon. members opposite, and he had
to answer them by explaining the reason
for it. At the present time they had just
turned the corner, but in the future they
would see what the Labour administration of
the railways meant.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): It was
very nice to-hear hon. members advocating
the building of good roads as feeders to the
railways, but they could not build a good
road for under £2,000 a mile. Who was
going to find the money? Were the farmers
in the country districts going to find it?

The CHAIRMAN : I would like the hon.
member for Drayton and other hon. members
to remember that I cannot permit a discus-
sion of a roads policy on this vote. I have
permitted hon. members to discuss the desir-
ability of making roads as feeders to rail-
way lines, and thereby increasing the railway
revenue, but I am not going to permit a
discussion of the Main Roads Board on this
vote.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The roads which
were to act as feeders to the railways could
not be built without money.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
‘be in order in referring to that on the vote
for the Main Roads Board.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Very well. He
wished to refer to the deficits on the rail-
ways in the North as well as elsewhere.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must
-gonfine his remarks to the Northern Division.

At 2.32 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. CoopEr (Bremer), one of the
-panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The hon. member for
Nanango' advocated the equalising of the
railway rates in the country and the cities
in order to meet the deficits, and hon. mem-
bers opposite tried to make out that the
hon. member advocated a general rise in
rates, but the hon. member did nothing of
the sort. They had been asked to make busi-
ness propositions in connection with the
railways. One way was to equalise the rates
in the coastal cities and the country in order
to bring about a better financial state of
affairs.

Mr. Prase: But that would mot suit the
farmers up North. They are on the lowest
rates.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Their rates
double what they were in the cities.

Mr. PeasE: They are not.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the hon. member
would examine the schedule of freights and
fares for a distance of 10 or 20 miles around
Brisbane, and compare them with those in

were

his electorate, he would see what the differ--

ence was. If the rates were equalised, the
financial position would be very different.

[Mr. Brennan,
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Reference had been made to the opening
up of land alongside the railways, and thers
were large areas of land which could be
opened up in the North, as well as in the
Southern and Central districts. They were
asked to borrow money at high rates of
interest to build railways into the country,
and as soon as those railways brought in
revenue that money was sent down to the
cities to be spent, and the country districts
got no benefit from 1t. The people on the
land paid in taxation, rent, and other ex-
penses no less than £2,071,374, the whole of
which was expended in the cities,

The SecreTARY FOR Rarnwavs: How is that
made up?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He would give the
item in connection with land tax for last
year.

* The SECRETARY roR RAILwavS: It comes
from the cities. The farmers only contri-
buted 4.6 per cent. of the land taxation.

Mr.. BEBBINGTON: They collected
£1,600,000 from country lands through the
Lands Department——

The SECRETARY rox RAILWAYS:
lands, you mean.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And why should
that money be spent in the cities? Why
could they not spend £500,000 of it to build
country railways?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA"\T I would
point out to the hon. member that the ques-
tion under discussion is not the building of
railways, but the administration of the
Railway Department.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Secretary for
Railways said that the starving stock rates
were the lowest imposed by any Government.
He would remind the hon. gentleman that he
had left it until the last drought was nearly
over before he reduced the rates.

The SecreTarY ror Ramways: No.
month was the reduction made in?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He could not say
what month.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
be fair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He had had more
than one conversation with the hon. gentle-
man, and pointed out that, while stock were
dymw in the coastal areas, W1th1n 150 miles of
the coast there were empty stock trains run-
ning out North and North-west the whole of
the time. Those trains might have carried
their starving stock at low rates, but, in-
stead of that, the cattle were left to die by

Pastoral

What

You should

thouaarda The Minister had left it too
long before he reduced the rates.
The Szcrersry ror Rammwavs: You are

entirely wrong.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: When he did reduce
them, he only gave credit for the reduction.
The 3rpcrETARY rOR RamLwavs: I did not.
You are wrong again. We reduced the rates
absolutely. It was not a rebate.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Government
were a long time before they gave any con-
cession at all, and then they only gave a
rebate as a credit for a time.

The SEcreTsRY FOR RalLwavs: You should
get the facts befme you make these state-
ments.
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Mr. J. H. C. Roperrs: The Agricultural
Department claims the freights now. I will
show you the letter if you like,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: When the drought
was breaking up. he met the Minister in
George street, and impressed on him the
difficulties of the man on the land through
the stock dying, and soon after that the
hon. gentleman altered the rates; he would
give him credit for that; but, it was nearly
at the close of the drought before any con-
ces:ion was made.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): He did not wish
to delay the vote, but he thought that, as
a Northen member, he might say a few
words. He wished to see the vote go through
as soon as possible, in order to get to the
construction vote, about which more could be
said. He would like the Minister to tell
them when they would have the through
train to Mackay without having to change
carriages at Rockhampton. The line was now
open, but he understood from travellers that
they had to change carriages at Rockhamp-
ton. They had to pay £1 per night over and
~ above all other charges; and on such long

journeys, when they had to spend two nights
in the ftrain, every convenience and facility

should be afforded.

A good deal had been said about the
disastrous financial position of the railways.
Year after year, in spite of record revenues,
they found themselves getting further and
further behind. So far as they could gauge
the position by ths two opening months, the
present financial year piomnised to be even
worse than its predecessors. He had the
monthly figures in regard to the railways for
July and August, 1921, and he found that for
those two months, while the revenue of the
department showed a decrease of over £87,000,
the expenses had increased by over £38,000.
It seemed to him that, no ratio was pre-
served between the work done and the expendi-
ture. It must be recognised that there was a
limit to that sort of thing. There were
varicus ways of dealing with the position. He
was not one who desired to cut down wages
below a fair thing. He thought a lot of
unnecessary extras had been piled up which
perhaps were not due to the fault of the
Minister or the administration. One solu-
tion of the difficulty was to give the railways
more to do by increasing settlement on areas
adjacent to railway lines on which agricul-
ture could be carried on. In that regard,
the Rallway Department and Lands Depart-
ment should work in collaboration. They
should see that the plough was used to a
greater extent. Under the present Adminis-
tration, unfortunately, that had not been
brought about. In fact, they knew the area
of land under cultivation was decreasing.
‘They would have to take two or three depart-
ments into consideration when discussing the
matter. Before Parliament met again the
Minister might discuss such question with his
colleagues, and see if something could be
done to improve the position. He hoped
they would have time to discuss the construc-
tion branch of this department. If they were
given the opportunity, some interesting revela-
tions would be made.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): The bon. mem-
ber for Queenton had mentioned the matter
of engine power and lighting in North
Queensland, and urged the necessity for
improvement in the North. He (Mr. Lar-
combe) expected the question had been
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handied up in.the North in the same way as
it was being handled at Ipswich at the
present time. The number of engines in
dock for repair at Ipswich was not as great
now as it was in January, and they had a
number of locomotives on order. The matter
of lighting would receive consideration.

It was astonishing to him to listen to the
gloomy propaganda so sedulously propagated
hon. members opposite. They had had a
full debate on the first vote, and they should
have allowed this vote to go through.

. Mr. Vowres: Your own members did not
let it go through.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Only one or two Government members had
spoken, and they had done so under provoca-
tion in order o reply to eriticisms which
had come from hon. members opposite. There
should be no limit to the discussion, but all
the votes had been well discussed on that
for “ General Establishment.” :

Mr. BespiNgroN: You did not let us have
any discussion last year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They had got it this year. Hon. members
opposite had led the public to believe that
they were going to make interesting revela-
tions, but they had not made any. The fact
of the Government having brought on these
estimates, as requested, had nullified and
deadened any criticism that might have ap-
plied to the Railway Department. Speeches
had been made pro and con, and no doubt
the public would be astonished at the sound
case of the Government and the paucity of
the criticism of the Opposition regarding the
railway administration. To his mind, on
this occasion the Government had really put
the Opposition on their defencé. They had
said to the Opposition, *“ What is your policy
for improving railway administration, if you
assert that it is unsatisfactory?” The reply
from various members had been—(1) increase
fares and freights; (2) reduce wages; (3}
curtail the staff; (4) cut down the train ser-
vices.

Mr. Bessinaron : No, You have something
worse than a bad memory now. That is an
incorrect statement.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Albert in 1918 advo-
cated increasing fares and freights; and
that hon. member repeated that statement
on the previcus day. The leader of the
Nationalist party was fair and honourable
in his attitude; but he advocated increased
fares and freights and a policy to which

the Government did not subscribe, and
which he (Mr. Larcombe) contended was
not a sound policy to pursue. Other hon.

members, perturbed at the outspoken utter-
ar:ce of the leader of the Nationalist party.
bad hastened to suggest that they could not
agree with their leader; but what had they
to say about the remarks of the hon. member
for Albert and of the hon. member for Port
Curtis? The-criticism of the Railway Esti-
mates by the Opposition was insignificant in
comparison with the necessity for explanation
by the Opposition of their atbitude on the
four points he had laid down. The Govern-
ment had a sound policy of keeping fares
and freights down to a reasonable minimum,
and also of keeping the staff down to a
reasonable minimum. (Opposition laughter.)
It was well known that for the six years of

Lizbour administration the increase in the

Hon. J. Larcombe.)
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rumber of employees was not as great as
it was during the last three years of Tory
administration.

Hon. J. G Arprr: But we made the rail-
ways pay.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members could not get away from the
fact that there was sound and efficient man-
agement of the department at the present
time. It was true that there had been a slight
reduction in train mileage as compared with
the last year the hon. member was in power,
but the fact remained that, on the test of
cwrployees, the railway administration of the
Government stood pre-eminently justified in
comparison with that of their opponents.
Tt would take hon. members on the other
side all the recess to explain away the
insidious policy they had promulgated during
the debate.

Mr. FrercuekR: Will you tell the electors
all that we said?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He would quote the whole of the evidence—
the whole of the truth. The discussion had
been of very great interest, not only to hon.
members, but also to the country, which
wanted to know what the Opposition would
substitute for the present railway adminis-
tration.

Mr. Vowres: Efficiency.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It would take them all the recess to explain
away the four items he had outlined. Hon.
members expected that their remarks would
go into “ Hansard,” and that there wouid
be no reply by Government members, but
the Government were not going to allow that

to happen.
Mr. Frercugr: We offered useful sugges-
tions.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Any constructive suggestion would be taken
into account by the department, but he was
speaking particularly of the four principal
lines of policy which the Opposition advo-
cated as those which they would enforce if
they got into power.

The leader of the Nationalist party had
got back to the question of the deficits. Time
and again he (Mr. Larcombe) had pointed
out that vrailway deficiencies existed in
Queensland before the Labour party came
into power, and that they existed to an
enormous extent in Tory-governed States in
other parts of the world. Why did hon.
members opposite base their arguments on
the assumption that Tory rule meant no
railway deficiencies?

The leader of the Nationalist party
referred to a scheme which the General
Manager of the Northern Railways had

recommended with regard to working em-
ployees, and which had not been approved.
It was not accepted because the Commis-
sioner was not satisfied that there was suffi-
cient evidence to justify his endorsing it.
The scheme, briefly, was to lay off employees
after they had earned a certain wage for the
year. That might mean that married men
with families would have to lie off and single
men be taken on, and, moreover, although
the scheme might equalise the distribution of
the income over more men, it might not make
for efficiency. They must treat with respect
any suggestions from the General Manager,
because he was a good and efficient officer,

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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but the Commissioner did not approve of his
scheme in that case.

Regarding matters of policy, if the Minister
or Cabinet had any say, they would not shirk
responsibility. It was recognised that the
Cabinet had some say in deciding what
freights and fares should be. It was aston-
ishing that this dual control policy to which
hon. members opposite objected was laid
acwn in the Railway Act, not by the Labour
party, but by their opponents.

My, MoORE interjected.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
was not responsible for what outside people
might say. Propaganda was circulated, not
only in the Press, but also in the trains,
streets, and elsewhere. There was always
somebody to whisper subtly poisonous pro-
paganda against the Labour Government, and
the more untruthful, the more valuable it
frequently was for the Opposition. Hon.
members could talk in a general way of what
they heard in the street, but they offered no
proof in support of their statements.

He wished to refer to the action of the
hon. member for Bulimba. When the hon.
roember was Secretary for Public Works,
he exercised Ministerial interference. He
stepped in and nullified a wages board award
after it had been arrived at in a proper and

legal manner. ILet hon. members

[3 p.m.] explain away their own defici-

encies. Why did they exercise
political control? Why did they commit all
the political sins of which they now accused
the Labour party? To quote the words of
Emerson, “Our opinion of others is a reflec--
tion of our own character.” If they applied
that argument to the criticisms of hon. mem-
bers opposite, they had a very fair idea of
what those hon. members would do if they
were the governing party.

The hon. member for Drayton raised the
question of starving stock rates, and he would
like to make a reference to what was done
as early as September, 1920, when the depart-
ment made a 50 per cent. reduction in
starving stock rates.  Immediately the
request was laid before the Railway Depart-
ment they conceded what was requested. It
naturally rested with those concerned to come
along to the department, and when the Go-
vernment were approached on the matter the
request was carried into effect. He did not
wish to claim any credit for it, but, on the
other hand, hon. members opposite should
not misrepresent the case. Hon. members
opposite reminded him of Tomkins’s dog—he
did not say that in any offensive sense. Tom-
king’s dog howled when kept on a chain, and
it was perfectly miserable when it was let
loose. When the Government announced a
surplus at the end of the financial year,
Opposition members howled. Now that the
Government had a railway deficit, hon. mem-
bers opposite were perfectly miserable. He
did not know what hon. members on the
Government side of the Chamber would have
to do in order to satisfy the Opposition. To
quote Thackeray—

“ Say what I will, do what I will, there
are some who will hate me to the end of
the chapter.”

Hon. members opposite hated the present
Administration, and nothing they could do
would satisfy the Opposition. It did nof
matter how sound their policy was, it would
be misrepresented and would be attacked.~
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The criticism of the deficit brought to his
mind the words of Pope—
“ Some figures monstrous and misshaped
appear
Considered
near,
Which, but proportioned to their time
and place,
One dlstance roconciles to form and
grace.’

There being considerable interruption,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Ozrder!
I would ask hon. members not to interrupt
the speaker.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If
they took into consideration the whole of the
facts elicited during the discussion, they
realised that the word ‘““deficit” had no
terrifying significance at all. They recognised
the enormous advantage the railways had
besn to the primary producer. The people

singly and beheld too

of the State, on more than one occasion, had-

indicated their confidence in the Government,
and he was satisfied that, when the oppor-
tunity occurred again, they would again show
their confidence in Labour administration,

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) : The hon. member
twitted the Opposition with having utterly
failed to justify their criticism. At any rate,
they had brought before the people of Queens—
land what the position really was in regard
to the railways. He had only to repeat the
ﬁgmca that had been quoted already to jus-
tify what he was saying. They had shown
that the Railway Department in 1915-1916
returned a profit of over £48,000. The first
rear the Labour party took control of affairs,
the railways showed a lows of over £500,000.
The next year they showed a loss of £750,000;
in 1917-1918 they showed a loss of over

1,000,000 in 1918-1919 thev showed a loss
of £1,100,000; in 1919-1920 they show a loss,
roughly, of £1,250, 000; last year they showed
a toss of £1, 750,000 ; and Judfflnrf by what
was going on, thls yea1 thex were going to
show a loss of over £2,000,000. Could any
greater justification of the eriticism of the
Opposition be quoted than those figures? And
all that the hon. gentleman had been able to
advance as a means towards making ends
meet was the confiscation of five-sixths of
incomes in Queensland to pay the cost of
running that department. Boiled down, the
only solution the Minister had been able to
offer was the confiscation of practically the
whole of the incomes of the people of
Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): He roge to a
point of order. He wanted the hon. member
to withdraw the statement that he had advo-
cated the confiscation of incomes. He had
never mentioned the word ‘‘ confiscation ”” or
the word ‘ income.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : T hope
the hon. member will withdraw the words to
which the Minister takes exception.

Mr. SWAYNE: He withdrew, but at the
same time he would point out that the
Minister most certainly expressed the opinion
that that great utility should not be a
vevenue-producing utility, and he discussed
the question of whether it should not be
made free.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
draw !

Mr. StoproRD: You are “ crayfishing.”

The TFV{POR ARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The bon. member has withdrawn, and I must

Withdraw ! With-
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ask the hon. member for Mount Morgan to
cease these interruptions, otherwise I must
take some other action.

Mr. SWAYNE: According to the taxation
returns, the total incomes in Queensland
amounted to £12,000,000, so that, if the hon.
member’s plOpOSB.] was carried into effect, it
would absorb five-sixths of the total incomes
of Queensland in order to run the Rail-
ways Department, which costs, with interest
and working expenses together £7,000,000;
that, added to the £3,000,000 already taken
by direct taxation, bore out what he said ;
and, therefore, he had some justification for
what he said. Sceing that there were so
many other departments being run at a loss,
if the whole policy of Queensland was to be.
moulded on those lines, it would take more
than Queensland earned to pay the cost of
Government departments as run by the hon.
gentlemen opposite.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
CHIEF OFFICE.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, #linders) moved—
¢ That £21,679 be granted for *
ment of Justice—Chief Office.” ”
Iie would be pleased to give any information
hon, members might desire.

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): He would like
some information in respect of the increased
fees charged in the Real Property Office for
the registration of documents. He would
like to know, first of all, what justification
there was for the increase. It was claimed
that it was additional taxation on land
transactions.

Mr. Brexnan: Have you got a list of the
fees?

Mr. VOWLES: He had them in his head,
which was the proper place to have them,
This was additional land taxation and a
recurring taxation on every transaction thata
man had with his land. In the past the fees
were reasonable, but now in some cases they
had been increased by 100 per cent., and
there did not scem to be any statutory
authority, so far as he could see, for those
increases. Ile would like the Minister to
state the authority for the increases, and let
them know at whose sugestion that additional
taxation upon the pubhc was arrived at.

In connection with the vote under discus-
sion, he noticed that three clerks have been
dispensed with, but the vote was slightly
larger than it was last year.

The ArrorxEY-GENERAL: That is owing to
automatic increases.

Mr. VOWLES: There were various
matters that should be discussed in connec-
tion with the vote. One was the system of
gambhng which was so prevalent in Queens-
Tand to-day. He hoped they would be able
to get some details of the balance- sheets and
other matters in connection with the “Golden
Casket.”

The ATTORNEY-(GENERAL :
come under this department.
the Home Department,

Mr. VOWLES: Did the Attorney-General
not issue a permit for the ** Golden Casket?”

The AT7ORNEY-GENERAL: No.

Mr. VOWLES: There was no statutory
authority for carrying it on. If it was not
carricd on with the authority of the hon.
gentleman, it was a breach pure and simple

Mr. Vowles.]

{(Hon. J.

Depart-

That does not
It comes under
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of the Suppression of Gambling Act. He
thought that the pcerson responsible and who
should answer the questions that the public
required answers to was the Attorney-
General, who was the person responsible for
granting permits. He did not care what
department or subdepartment had the real
control or management of the “Golden Cas-
ket,” to his mind the department which
should be attacked was the department re
sponsible for ifs existence, and that appar-
ently was the Department of Justice.
The ATTORNEY-(RENERAL: Quite wrong.

Mr. VOWLES: He thought he was right,
and that the carrying on of the “Golden
Casket” must be wrong. It was not only the
‘principle that he was taking exception to,
but the fact that for the large amount of
money that was being handled no balance-
sheet was presented to the public.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The hon,
n should have discussed the adminis-
tration of the “Golden Casket’” under the
Home Secretary’s vote.

Mr. VOWLES: That opportunity had slip-
ped past.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You can do it
again on the Supplementary Estimates. It
was discussed on the Home Sccretary’s vote
to some extent.

Mr. VOWLES: Were any details or any
balance-sheets given?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr., VOWLES: It appeared to him that
there was some reason why these things
should be covered up.

M?r. Pease: What does the Auditor-General
say ?

The CHAIRMAN : I wish the hon. mem-
ber would obey my ruling. This matter was
mentioned on the Home Secretary’s vote.
Several hon. members discussed it, and, if
the hon. member wished to discuss the
administration or the objects to which the
money was devoted, he could have discussed
them on the Home Secretary’s Estimates.
There is no objection to the hon. member
discussing the granting of a permit or the
non-granting of a permit under this vote,

Mr. VOWLES: It was the question of a
permit that he wanted to discuss. All these
things should be aboveboard. If it was
being carried on, and a lot of money was
being handled without any legal authority,
there was something  wrong. Somebody
should take the responsibility, and the person
responsible was the Attorney-General.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Quite wrong.

Mr. VOWLES: He could not understand
it. The Suppression of Gambling Act stated
that sweeps should not be carried on, and
the only departure from that principle was
when the Attorney-Geeneral granted a permit.
Apparently the “Golden Casket’” was being
carried on in an illegal way, and should be
closed down that very afternoon. The whole
thing was surrounded with mystery., There
was no permit and no parliamentary author-
ity for its being carried on. Who was re-
sponsible for its being carried on?

The ArTORNEY-GENERAL: The Government.

Mr. VOWLES: What right had the
Government to carry it on without the
authority of the Attorney-General, and what
right had they to break the law? There
should be a permit.

[Mr. Vowles.

thought the
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The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC LaNDS: Don't
you know that the Attoisiey-General is a
member of the Government, and, therefore,
he acquiesced in the permit being given?

Mr. VOWLES : He was afraid the Attorney-
General had acquiesced in a lot of other
things that were not right. He did not
oppose the principle personally, because he
took a ticket in the Golden Casket occasion-
ally, and he would like to win it if he could,
but the thing should be run aboveboard and
there should not be the suspicion in connee-
tion with it that existed outside the Chamber.

There were matters in various branches
that he would discuss as ho went along. He
supposed that the Magistrates Courts Bill
would come before the Chamber at a later
stage. The Attorney-General had received a
deputation of bailiffs from various country
places asking that consideration should be
given with respect to certain fees, and he
Attornev-General had made
certain promises to that deputation.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. That will be
cevered by the Magistrates Courts Bill. The
scnedule of fees under the Small Debts Court
will be repcaled by the Bill, and the fecs
will be provided for under rules of court.

Mr. VOWLES: The bailiff in Dalby was a
member of that deputation.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The fees are very
small.

Mr. VOWLES: They were so small that
it was almnost impossible to get a proper
man to carry out the duties of bailiff.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They are
part-time officers.

Mr, VOWLES: They were part-time
officers to the extent that thev got a vetainer,
and part of it was going to be taken away
because there were no civil juries to be
summoned in the future, and, when the public
required the services of a bailiff, they
expected him to be constantly in attendance
to serve processes of court. He had always
claimed that those fees should be increased,
particularly in the country, where the cost of
living was higher than in the city. He was
glad to know that consideration was going
to be extended in that regard under the rules
of court to be issued under the Magistrates
Courts Bill.

Mr. KING (Logan): He noticed from the
Estimates that the travelling expenses of the
judges of the Supreme Court were put down
at £1,000, an increase of £100 on last year’s
vote. That was only a small amount, but
it was rather strange that it should be
placed on the Estimates, in view of the argu-
ment used by the Attorney-General in the
debate on the Supreme Court Bill that the
judges would be called upon to travel a good
deal less than had been the case in the past,
and the Central and Northern judges would
be fixtures in Rockhampton and Townsville.

The ATTORNEY-GGENERAL: We expict that
there will be a saving, but we have to base
the TMstimates on those of last year. We
will not spend all that money; T can assure
vou there will b a saving.

Mr. KING: He hoped there would be a
saving, as he undevstood the judges would be
called upon to travel less. The amount was
so small that it was not worth bothering
about, but it was used as an argument in
connection with the Supreme Court Bill.

With regard to the expenses for lotteries,
he was surprised to hear, when the leader of

only



Supply.

the Opposition was speaking, that there were
no permits whatever granted in connection
with the Golden Casket lottery, which was
under the jurisdiction of the flome Secretary.
The Sceretary for Public Lands said that the
Department of Justice acquiesced in it.

The Spcrrranry FOrR PUpLic Laxps: I said
the Attorney-Genceral acquiesced in it.

Mr. KING: If a permit was not given,
the Attorney-General had mno right to
acguiesce in 1t,

The HoMmE SECRETARY: What is the use of
the Government granting a permit to them-
selves?

Mr., KING: The law ought to be followed.
The Criminal Code was very distinet on the
matter. Section 234 provided—

‘“ Any person who opens, keeps or uses,
any place for carrying on a lottery of
any kind whatever, is guilty of a mis-
demeanour, and is liable to imprisonment
with hazd labour for three years.

“The term ‘lottery’ includes any
scheme or device for the sale, gift, dis-
posal, or distribution of any property
depending upon or to be determined by
lot or chance, whether by the throwing
or casting of dice, or the drawing of
tickets, cards, lots, numbers, or figures,
or by means of a wheel or trained animal,
or otherwise howsoever.

“ This section does not apply to any
lottéry which has obtained the sanction
of a Crown Law Officer.”

Mr. BrEnwax: That refers to a person.

Mr. KING: Was not the Home Secretary
a person? Did he not carry on the business
of a lottery for his department? In 1919
the late Mr. Ryan laid down certain rules for
the guidance of the Attorney-General in the
granting of permits to carry on lotteries. such
permits only being granted for lotteries in
connection with charitable and educational
institutions and also for the benefit of persons
in necessitous circumstances. He did not
think that permits should be granted for
any indisecriminate purposes outxide those laid
down by the late Mr. Ryan. It was only
encouraging gambling, which they did not
want to do in Queensland.

Mr. Brewwan: Look at the gambling on
the stock exchange.

Mr. KING: Persons on the stock exchange
were men of mature years, who could choose
for themsclves, and, if they made mistales,
they had to put up with the comscquences,
He objected to youngsters being encouraged
to gamble. Cases had been mentioned in the
Committee of youngsters fourteen or fifteen
vears of age robbing their employers’ stamp
boxes, in order to get 5s. to put into a lottery.
That should not be encouraged in a civilised
community,

The HoxeE Srcrerary: You mentioned men
of mature age. What about the old chap,
Stanfield, in the Curator’s Department, who
got away with £3,000 or £4,0007

Mr. KING: He would have to put up with
the consequences; he was old erough to
know what the result of his action would be.
but a youngster was not. Youngsters should
not be tempted to take tickets in those
lotteries.

The Mot Secrerary: I would favourably
consider the blocking of persons undor @
certain age from going in for the ¢ Gelden
Casket.”

Mr, BrexNax: Do vou take tickets in the
* Gaolden Casket 7
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Mr. KING: He had never done it yet.
He was net claiming any virtue, but he did
not do it simply because he had youngsters
round him, and he did not want to set them
a bad example. He recoguised that the
authorities weve trying to put down street
gambling. He noticed that the Attorney-
General, in reply to a question, said that
before any more prosccutions took place he
would get further evidence.

The ArTorNEY-GENERAL: The police got a
batch last week.

Mr., KING: It struck him that they got
a batch of poor Chinamen. Ther pro.e-
cuted persons who did not know any better.

The Home Secrerary: We got a batch of
Britishers.

Mr. KING : They deserved it, beecause ihey
ought to know better. He wanted to read the
following paragraph in the Police Commis-
sioner’s report in regard to gambling :—

““ Action has been taken, with consider-
able success, to prevent the further sprcad
of street-betting in Brisbane, and in out:
side places the police have been active
in attempts to prevent illegal gambling.
While it appears to be impossible to
completely climinate the tendeney ‘'to
gambling from the community, I am
hopeful of eradicating it from public
places and from places where the absence
of publicity and supervision gives oppor-
tunity for the introduction of undesir-
able element: and practices, quite apart
from gaming as such. I should gladly
welcome an addition to the present statu-
tory authority dealing with the suppres-
sion of gambling.”

He would commend the last sentence to the
rotice of the Attorney-General, and he hoped
that the hon. gentleman would bring in
legislation as soon as possible to give the
pelice the power they were asking for to
suppress the vice of gambling.

Mr. GREEN (Zownsville): CGne matter of
vital importance to North Queensland con-
cerning which the Attorney-General had given
consideration in the past, but which he would
like to refer to now, was cyclone insurance.
On 5th July, 1920, a deputation waited on
the Attorney-General in Townsville with
regard to the matter, and the hon. gentle-
man said that he would give it early con-
sideration. This was a matter of vital
importance to the development and safety of
North Queensland, and he would be pleased
if the Attorney-General could give them defi-
nite information as to the action which it
was intended to take in the near future.
The matter had caused a great deal of worry
to the people in the North. That portion of
the State was subject to an invasion from
the Fast, and they should protect and encour-
age the people there by every possible means;
and the more populous portion of the State
should share in the burdens of the North in
that direction.

He was absolutely opposed to the ¢ Golden
Casket.” Hon. members stood for protect-
ing the children in their State institutions

and surrounding them with good

[3.30 p.m.] influences., The Director of State

Children laid down that principle
when placing them in the various heomes.
e would read the remavrks of the Deputy
Premier of New South Wales (Mr. MeGirr,
Minister of Health), on 20th July, 1920—

“ My personal view is that the public

Mr. Green.]
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State lottery would not be for the bene-
fit of the people as a whole. For ex-
ample, in Italy and in other countries in
which a State lottery .is carried out,
degrading effects are found on women
and other sections of the community, who
will put their last ‘5s, in the lottery in
order that they may win by chance an
easy method of existence. They cannot
be blamed for this; but, at the same
time, from a government point of view,
it has, more or less, a demoralising effect
on the community.”

Mr. PessE: And everybody
Adams’s sweeps.

Mr. GREEN: They did not. Adams’s
sweeps and all others should be prevented.
The Federal authorities were lax in connec-
tion with that matter. The action of the
Queensland Government had a demoralising
cffect on the community as a whole, and on
the young people particularly. If they could
not finance their hospitals without degrading
the State and demoralising the community,
it was a disgrace to the State. He was very
pleased to hear the Home Secretary say that
he would take action so that children under
a_certain age should not have the temptation
placed in their way.

Mr. ¥. A. Coorzr: There is a prohibition
now.

Mr. GREEN : Information had been given
to him that a stamp had been impressed on
certain Stats school literature, saying “ Buy
Golden Casket tickets.”

Mr. F. A, Coorer: By some agent.

Mr, GREEN: Not by the Government,
certainly—by some agent.

The IToME SECRETARY : Give us that agent’s
name.

Mr. GREEN: He thought he would be
able to obtain it. They should protect the
youth of the State from such demoralising
and degrading influencss. If the Govern-
ment were determined to carry on the
“ Golden Casket,” he hoped every care would
be taken to preserve and protect the children.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (41bert): He trusted
the Attorney-General would afford the Com-
mittee some explanation regarding the in-
creased fees in the Real Property Office.
Those fees had been increazed in some in-
stances by from 400 per cent. to 500 per cent.
He had been at a loss to discover the justifi-
cation for it. = So far as he was able to read,
it required an amendment of the Act before
those increased fees could be charged. The
original fees showed a profit, and the present
increases practically meant excessive taxation.
Possibly 1t might not press so heavily upon
those engaged in land transactions and
speculations in the city, but it did press
heavily upon the primary producers, and
rcore particularly - the small men who pur-
chased farms and other property to carry on
their work.

Prior to the administration of the Stamp
Ofﬁcp by the present Government, in con-
nection with an agrecment for the sale of
Iand on which terms were given, the amount
of stamp duty charged was 2s. 6d., and only
upon the completion of the full payment of
the consideration money and the lodging of
the transfer at the Titles Office was the full
amcunt of stamp duty charged. Now the
full amount was charged immediately upon
the agreement for sale being made. This
also pressed hardly upon the smaller men,

[Mr. Green.
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who,in some instances, experienced difficulty
in raising the amount of deposit to be paid
on the purchase of 4 farm or grazing area.

He would tike the Attorney-General to
give some attention to those two matters and
explain why the alterations had been made,
and, in the first iInstance, under what
authority.

Mr. MOORE (4ubigny:) He was surprised
to hear that the Attorney-General had not
given a permit with regard to the * Golden
Casket.”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
issue a permit to myself ?

Mr. MOORE: Quite right. The Govern-
ment had no more right to break the law
than a private individual. The Government
had broken the law on other occasions, and
had sct a bad example to the people of the
State.

The Home Secrerary: Why did you not
have us arrested 7 (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: He wished he had known
of it before, and he might have taken that
action; and then the Government’s majority
would be gone. (Renewed laughter.) The
Chairman of Committees also was in a
dubious position, because of his connection
with a gambling concern like this. He (Mr,
Moore) objected to gambling devices of any
description. The ¢ Golden Casket” exer-
cised a demoralising influence, and did no
good to the State. Jt was all humbug to
say that ¢ Tattersall” would get the whole
of the money. They would not. The
“ Golden Caskets” had been developed to
such a stage that they filled up once a
fortnight. No doubt, the hospitals obtained
funds from that source, but that did not
compensate for the moral effect it was hav-
ing on the people. Permits had been granted
throughout the length and breadth of Queens-
land for all sorts of gambling devices—
“ spinning jennies,” “ under and over seven,’*
and other devices. They were held at shows
ard country sports.

The Houe SEcRETARY: The police can stop
those.

Mr.
them.

Mr. Prask: They stopped them in Towns-
ville.

Mr. MOORE: That might be. Perhaps the
same instructions were not given to the police
throughout the State.

In other words,

MOORE: The police did not stop

The SrcreTaRY ¥oR PusLic Laxps: They
are the chief inducement for people to
attend.

The Home SECRETARY: Mention one show
where ¢ spinning jennies” have been run,
znd I will promise to get you a roport.

Mr. MOORE: At the Toowoomba Show,
and at two small sports meetings out fromx
Jondaryan,

The ATrorNeY-GENERAL: They
authority from my department.

Mr. MOORE: They ran them; and it was
not in one place only; it was at every show.

The Houme SecrerarRY: The show people
have the right to exclude those people.

Mr. MOORE: After the last Toowoomba

show the committee decided to put a stop
to these fellows going on the ground; bhut

had no
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it should not be left to the show commitiee
40 decide whether a gambling stunt should
be allowed.

The Houme SECRETARY: If a man carries
on gambling in a private house, how are the
police to know?

Mr. BMOORE: This was dcne in public
places.  They had legislution to prevent
gambling, and it was allowed 1o go on in

public places. Iie was glad to sce that the

¢ Liberty Fairs” and the ““Allies’ City” had
been stopped.
The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: Do you

agree with the ““tote”?

Mr. MOORE: Hec believed in the ¢ tote”
on the racecourse; but he did not believe in
having these things stuck in the main streets,
as they were to-day.

The HoOME SECRETARY :
ihe police should shift
jennies’?

Mr. MOGRT : It depended on what power
they had. He saw one man who had three
difterent kinds of apparatus for gambling,
and, when the police stopped one, he started
another, and., when ther stoppLd that, he
started with an Australian cricketer throw-
1izg a ball into a little square. Thess were
apparently legalised systems of gambling,
bat the Commissioner should have definite
instructions that such forms of gambling
were not to be carried on.

The HoOME SrECRETARY: All those
games of chance are stopped.

Mr. MOORE : They called them games of
skill, such as throwing balls into holes with
different prices on them. He supposed that
would be called a game of skill, but it had
just the same effect as an 01d1hary game of
chance, although the police were out of
court.  He did not think such temptations
should be placed in the way of persons who
congregated in places of amusement. The
sooner all these permits for art unions and
similar lotteries were stopped the better.

Do you nct think
those ‘“ spinning

illegal

The Attorney-General last year sheltered
himseclf under the plea that he gave permits
to church bazaars. If that was so, it was

time they were all wiped out. They found
the police in Melbourne prosecuting a man
{or keeping a common gaming house because
he sold ¢ Golden Casket” tickets.

The Hoye Secrerary: Did you see that
Tasmania is going to raise the charges on
“ Tattersall’s” tickets?

Mr. MOORE : He hoped they would raise
them till they were prohibitive, It was pure
humbug to justify the ¢ Golden Casket,”
because permits were issued for art unions
or the disposal of works of art.

Mr. Erpminstoxg: Fraud is a work of
art, is it not? (Laughter.)
kir. MOORHE: Yes. One got books of

tickets from all over the State from different
people and shows, who announced that they
were conducting art unions under a permit
granted by the Attorney-General. It was
a poor way for a country show to finance
itself by an art union for a motor-car.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is the same
system that has been in operation in Queens-
land for years.

Mr. MOORE : That might be; but it had
developed during the last few years to
tl emendous 1)101701t10ns He had heard mem-
Lers with the same political opinons as the
Home Seccretary, not only in Brisbane but
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also in Toowoomba, expressing the opinion
that opportunities for gambling should not
be made so accessible.

Mr. MAXWELL (7oowong): He believed
that an hour would be well spent in remind-
ing the Government of the evils that were
caused in the community by these oppor-
tunities for gambling. The Commissioner
for Police, in his report, had said—

“T should gladly welcome an addition
to the present statutory duthorltv deal
ing with the suppression of gambling.”

He was not going to say that they on the
Oppoesition side possessed all the virtues,
for he was prepared to admit that many
men on the other side agreed that it was
abwlutely ersential that some steps should
be taken to prevent the community, particu-
iarly the younger portion of if, from Tus hing
headlong %o destruction in the way they were
doing. 'The hon. member for Townsville
had said that, with a view to preventing
harm to the young, the practice should be
stopped; he would go farther and say that
they should stop it in the interests of the
middle-aged and elderly as well. They
should do all they could to prevent anyone
from falling in the way the Home Secretary
had indicated one unfortunate man had
dene in squandering public money on horse
racing. One of the curses in the community
was the prevalence of entertainments like
“ Liberty Fair.” He had had his eyes
opened very widely in respect to a ¢ Liberty
Fair” at which the City council got a guar-
antce that there would be no gambling.
He had received a great many letters to the
effect that a con51d91ablo number of persons
in the Valley area were wasting their money
and the scenes were demoralising: and he
weng to have a look at it himself. He could
assure hon. members that the scene was fit to
make angels weep, let alone an ordinary indi-
vidual. He saw young people investing their
shillings, and grown men losing the whole of
their week’s wages and afraid to go home
because they knew they had been doing wrong.
Thg law was cvaded by putting up a_box of
chocolates as the 13117A' but, if the individual
did not want the box of chocolates, he took
it to a little office and got the value of ik
in money. Ducks and other things werve
disposed of in the same manner. Any insti-
tution or any organisation that depended on
such means as that for its support was on
a rotten foundation, and hon. members were
only doing their duty in taking every step
they could to stop that kind of thlng

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL: Did the City
council not grant the use of their ground
for that?

Mr. MAXWELL: No. As was generally
done, an application was made to the Bris-
bane City council asking if they had ary
ob]ecblon to certain things going on on a
certain area of land that they had rented
from certain people. There was a distinct
contract entered into with the applicants
and the council that there would be no
gambling of any kind. As soon as the Bris-
bane Cify council found out that gambling
was being carried on they 1mmed1atelv
stopped it.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
running ?

Mr. MAXWELL: He could not say; but it
did not run twenty-four hours after he had
been on the ground to look at it. It was a
disgrace to the community, and he would be

Mr. Maxrwell.}

How long was it



1566 Supply.

sorry for any Government that associated
itself with anything like that. An interjce-
tion had been hurled across the Chamber
about sending money to * Tattersall.” He
had heard it said that by having the
“ Golden Casket” here the money was kept
in Queensland, instead of being sent to
“TPattersall’s sweeps. The reason why
legislation was passed in this State against
“Tattersall’s sweeps was on account of the
damage it was doing to the young of the com-
munity. He wanted to impress upon the
Government the des irability of dealing with
the curse that vhey had in their midst to-day,
and to fry and save some of the young pw oplo
from going to destruction. He would like
tlie first opportunity of taking any hon.
member, he did not carc how big a sport he
might bo to some of these fairs, and, if that
hon. member would agrec that it was legiti-
mate sport, he could not agree with him.
Naturai] the Government were responsible
for isuing permits, irrespective of what any
show committee might do.  Applications
had been made on behalf of a ccr‘min insti-
tution he was associated with to run certain
fairs or sports on the ﬁfty-ﬁfty or sixty-forty
basis. Those proposals had all been turned
down. To a certain extent, the show com-
mittee were to blame for allowing those
people to enter their grounds. They must
get down to bedrock, and to the department
which issued the permit, and that was the

department which the Attorney-General
centrolied.
The Asromrvry-GrNpmin: I can assure the

hon. meiber that no permits are being issued
for anything of that kind.

Mr. MAXWELL: He was glad to know
that, and he hoped the Attorney General
would, at the first opportunity, go round
some of those places and see for himself the
evil that existed in their midst. He was sure
that, if the hon. gentleman did so, he would
be of the opinjon that, if there was any
neccessity for a Government to interfere, it
was now.

e had dealt "\fith the question of stpeet
gambling, and had the assurance of the
Attorney-General that he would deal with it.
He would give an assurance of how people
valued a stand in a lane in the city.

The Hoxe SECRETARY: IHave they not got
the use of land belonging to the hon.
member ?

Mr. MAXWEILL: No; he owned no lane.

The Home SecrerTaRY: Who owns that
land ?
Mr. MAXWELL: The land was owned

by the Hon. Peter Murphy and the executrix
of the late Mr, O’Connor. He had abso-
lutely no control over the land. The Home
Sceretary had said so himself.

The HoMe SecrReTsRY: Would the hon.
member give me permission to allow the
police to clear everybody out of the lane?

Mr. MAXWELL: He would give the
Ilome Secrctary the assurance that he would
do his very best, so far as his shop was
cencerned.  To show the amount of money
that was being made, to the detriment of
the young people of the community, he would
state that one man refused £1,000 to allow
another man to conduct his gambhng business
in a certain lane. It was not possible to
buy all lanes; but they could buy a portion of
the area that was not being handed over to
the local authority, but which was an ease-
ment leading to one of the premises on the

[Mr. Marwell.
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land. That place was bought, and they
actually rigged up a booth for the purpose
of carrying on their betting scheme.

The Hour Secrerary: Do you know that
the Hamilton Town Council arc receiving
rental from a place used for betting?

Mr. MAXWELL: He believed that that
council charged some person a rental of
£250 for buiiding a grandstand.

The HodMe SecreTaRy: Not to build a
grandstand, but to bet. -

Mr. MAXWELL: He did not stand for
that. Both the Department of Justice and
the Home Department were interested in this
metter, and both should work together and
do their very best to prevent this. No matter
what the Hamilton Town Council or the Bris-
bane City Council did, if it was wrong, it was
wrong.

The IIoME SCCRZTARY :
permission, we will clear that
minutes.

Mr. MAXWELL: He would give permis-
sion so far as his portion of the lane was
concerned. He had scen so many people on
the land behind his place of business that it
waa almost impossible to transact his business
with people of that class about. There were
sometimes as many as 500 gathered on the
land. FHe was blumwg the matter forward
again, arnd he would support it b} a request
to the Commissioner of Police. It was abso-
lutely necessary for some legislation, or that
increased power should be given to prevent
this menace continuing in their midst. He
was satistied that the discussion that had
taken place that afternoon would do good.

My, F.OAL (‘OOPER (Bremer): He had
listened to the discussion or the prevention
of gambling. He l\m w a man who wanted
to prevent something ‘r'mmg place in a street
where he had his business premises, and he
drove his cart up and down the p]ace all the
time. and kept the crowd back. He believed
that the hon. member for Toowong would be
able to drive his cart in and out of the lanc
where he had the right of entry, and keep
the erowd out. The hon. member, like other
hon., members opposite, reminded him of
the lines from that celebrated mock-heroic,
satirical poem of Samuel Butler, where he
said something about the people who—

“Lompound for sins they are inclined to
By damning those they have no mind

If the polica can get
lane out in ten

0.7
The hon. member for Oxlev sneered at
American money, yet he sold American
motor parts.

Mr. FrpuINSTONE : That is not correct, and
the hon. member knows it.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Hon, members oppo-
site objected to the ¢ Golden Casket” as a
form of gambling because certain people tock
part in 1t, but they made no protest against
big gambling. There was very little harm in
granting permits for the ‘‘ Golden Casket ”” or
for “ Liberty Fairs.”” They were a tremen-
dous robbery, but the proceeds of the robbery
went to a good object; that was the differ-
ence between those and other forms of
gambling. He did not understand why hon.
members opposite had raised no protest
against the greatest source of gambling in
Queensland-—that was the racecourse, It was
all very well to talk about stopping gambling
in a lane, and preventing people from putting
a few shillings on a book. Lotteries to help
hospitals did no harm to anyone; somebody
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got a prize, but the hospitals got the bulk
of the money. See what the racecourse
encouraged. There were good bookmakers,
indifferent bookmakers, and there was the

““ snide ”’ bookmak-er, the racecourse tout,
the “ whisperer,” who did far more harm to
the community than a ‘“ Golden Casket.”” He
could not understand the outery against the
Attorney-Geeneral granting permits for raffles,
which were most innocuous things compared
with the gambling in which hon. members
opposite indulgod. He did not know whether
many hon. members atiended the picture
shows, but in nine-tenths of the pictures
which led up to a tragedy, it was not the
“Golden Casket,” but the stock exchange
that was shown as the cause of that tragedy.
What greater lofttery was there than the
Wheat Exchange in Chicago? There was
nothing to equal the gambling methods on
the stock exchange. Without the element of
gambling the stock exchange could not exist.
The stock exchange, apart from the gilt-
edged securities, was a place Where “bulls ”
and ¢ bears” operated through ¢ whisperers.”
To condemn one portion of gambling and not
the whole was ridiculous. If they were going
to condemn the ¢ Golden Casket,” they should
condemn every form of gambling. They
should get away from the present hypocritical
way of dealing with the matter. Permits
had been issued by the Attorney-General in
connection with good objects. In that way
many hospitals and other institutions were
able to raise funds, which otherwise they
would not have been able to obtain. He
hoped the Attorney-General would not permit
the cancellation® of these permits while he
allowed the stock exchange and the race-
courses, which were the father and mother of
the “ Golden Casket’ to exist. Why cut off
the child and leave the parent? His protest
was directed against the whole of gambling,
and not against a portion of it. The atti-
tude of members of the Opposition illustrated
the truth of thas couplet about—

“ Compounding sins they are mclined to,
By dammng those they have no mind
to.”

Mr. MORGAN (Muwrille): He would like
to draw the attention of the Attorney-General
to the fact that he promised at one time
to introduce a Bill to regulate and control
racing, but nothing had been done in that
direction. Not very long ago a motion had
been carried in the House by a very large
majority in favour of the abolition of proprie-
tary racing in Queensland, but up to the
present no notice whatever had been taken
of the motion. There was far tco much
racing in the city of Brisbane and other large
towns, At present it was possible to go to
a race meeting every day in the week with
the exception of Sunday within a radlus of
25 miles of Brisbane. Nxcessive racing was
doing a great deal of injury to Queensland,
and, while it would be impossible to prevent
gambhng in connection with horse racing,
it should be controlled. He would not sup-
port any proposal to do away with horse
racing or betting altogether, but legislation

. should be introduced to control thoss things.
He would prohibit betting altogether except
on racecourses, where he would legalise it.
Whyr not allow it to be carried on on a race-
course and prevent it being exercised any-
where else? It was all very well to say that
a prominent gentleman in the Upper House
owned a lane and must be given a profit
from the betting that was carried on there.
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If a poor person was concerned in the matter,
the police would find a way to deal with him.
He had brought up the ma,tter of the betting
that was being carried on in a certain lane
in the city, and he was told that the Commis-
sioner of Police had no power to deal with
it; yet afterwards the police prosecuted men
who had been taking part in street betting.
When the Liberal Administration were in
office, they were told that the police had no
power to deal with the matter. The late
Commissioner of Police told him that he had
no power to deal with the men who carried
on betting although he knew what was going
on, yet they had discovered since that the
police had power to deal with the matter.
Why did the Government not introduce a
Bill to make it illegal to carry on betting in
any other place than a racecourse, the same
as it was in the other States, and get a
certain amount of revenue from it? In Vie-
toria they were putting through a Bill with
a view to raising taxation on tickets issued
by bookmakers. Notwithstanding the present
depression, if they went to the race meetings
around Brisbane, they would find there was
no scarcity of money there. Parliament taxed
the totalisator receipts to the extent of 13%
per cent.,, and it would be much better if
some of the taxation were placed on the
bookmakers, or else abolish them altogether.
They had abohshed the bookmaker in New
Zealand and in some of the other States,
and racing was carried on more satlsfactorlly
There was less temptation to ‘‘ pull ”’ horses.
They were told by certain sporting writers
that racing was carried out for the purpose
of improving the breed of horses, and to
provide remounts for defence purposes, but
that was not so. Racing to-day was a huge
gamble. It did not matter whether a horse
was the biggest cripple provided he was
fast enough to win a race. If the Queensland
Turf Club were compelled to do away with
the light weights horses were carrying now
and to breed a certain class of horses which
would be useful from a remount point of
view, racing would bz beneficial as well as
providing a certain amount of gambling
excitement for those who wanted 1t. The
time had come when the Government should
take the matter in hand. He could under-
stand that there was a great deal of influence
brought to bear upon them to allow the exist-
ing state of affairs to continue. A Govern-
ment with a narrow majority were not likely
to do anything that might lose them the
support they might be getting from that par-
ticular source, Wherever they went, the
people were crying out about the amount of
racing that was taking place around Brisbane
and the damage that was being done. He
would not be 1n favour of doing away with
it altogether, but it could be controlled in
such a way as to make racing much cleaner
and more beneficial from the point of view
of breeding a useful horse fit for remount
duty in time of war.

Mr. BrexNaN: Why suggest war in these
things? We want peace, not war.

Mr. BIORGAN: The time would come
when a good type of horse would play a
very important part in the defence of the
country. While other countries were breed-
ing horses of a satisfactory quality, they must
do it in Queensland. At present the breed-
ing of good, useful horses was not being
encouraged, and no good was being achieved
by the enormous amount of money which
yearly was being spent in connection with

Mr. Morgan.]}
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racing. No person could honestly state that
at present racing was doing any good for
Queensland.  They allowed one man who
owned a certain number of racecourses to
take from Queensland £50,000 a year. That
money was net spent here. If the Queens-
land Turf Club made profits, they put them
into improvements and increased the prize
money. This other individual came here
and obtained control in a certain direction.
e should not have been allowed to obtain
control.  If he were bought out, it would
be a good thing for Queensland., HHe (Mr.
Morgan) would not advocate the confiscation
of his property. There was a way in which
the courses that individual possessed could
be controlled by a club, and eventually the
money which he paid for the ground could be
repaid to him and he would be done away
with so far as Queensland was concerned.
He was not a gentleman who was desirable
He came here only for the money there was
in the game, and he was taking away that
money and using it in other States, Had it
not been for his example, they would not
have had the growth that had sprung up of
recent years. These latter pcople recognised
there was a great deal of money in it, and
now races were being conducted every day
of the weck. Hvery member on the Govern-
ment side recognised that something ought
to be done. Any Government who were
afraid of taking action because of the politi-
cal consequences that might ensue were not
fit to occupy the Treasury benches. He hoped
the Minister would introduce the bill he
suggested for the control of racing., The
Queensland Turf Club had failed miserably
in their control. Horse racing under its con-
trol was nothing but a huge gambling insti-
tution, and it did nothing towards improving
the breed of horses.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): The leader of the Opposi-
tion, the hon. member for Albert, and the
hon. member for Logan brought up the ques-
tion of increased fees in the Real Property
office. Those increases had become necessary
because of the increasad salaries and the
increased cost of paper and other essentials
in the office. As a result of the enormous
increase in the cost of certain things, some
work was being done for a charge of B5s.
which cost the office £20. )

Mr. BreNNAN: There is no increase in the
schedule.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Regarding
justification for the increase, they had a pre-
cedent in the fact that in 1885, 1903, and
1913 increases on the same lines as had been
made recently were made by previous
Administrations.

The leader of the Opposition also mentioned
the question of bailiffs’ fecs. Adequate pro-
vision, it was hoped, would be made in the
Magistrates Courts Bill, to see that those
gentlemen reccived reasomable remuneration.

The hon. member for Togan had brought
up the question of the travelling expenses
of the judges. The amount on the estimates
this year was slightly in excess of the amount
voted last year, and was based on last vear's
cxpenditure. The hon. gentleman would
remember that the Premier had given a
promise that no alteration would take place
in the position of the judges until the end
of next March. Although it was possible
the expenses would be on the same scale for
at least nine months, even if more money
was appropriated it would not ‘b» spent if
there were not good reasons for doing #o.

[3r. Morgan.
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The hon. member for Townsville had raised
the question of cyclone insurance. He (Mr,
Mullan) had gone to a great deal of trouble
in connection with cyclone insurance., He
had had scveral consultations with the late
Insurance Commissioner, Mr. Goodwyn, who
also had gone to considerable trouble to pre-
pare a scheme. After that scheme had been
preparced he (Mr. Mullan) met at Townsville
an influential deputation to whom he dis-
closed the Commissioner’s scheme. Rightly
or wrongly, those gentlemen did not approve
of the scheme in some important particulars.
He was in the difficult position that on the
one hand he had the Commissioner standing
adamant for his scheme, and on the other
hand the people of Townsville demanding a
modified scheme. The result was that at that
time nothing was done. He was prepared
to go into the matter again with the present
Commissioner and see if a practicable scheme
could be evolved. If it could, it would be
a step in the right direction.

The hon. member for Toowong, in common
with necarly every member who had spoken,
had brought up the question of gambling
and the permits granted to itinerant show-
men. He assured hon. gentlemen that no
permits were being issued to itinerant show-
men, and it was not the intention of the
Government to issue such permits. They
were exercising the greatest possible vigilance
in connection with the granting of permits
for art unions, etc. They recognised that
art unions and raffles did a great deal of
good to people and institutions in needy
circumstances, and it was only in these caszes
that they were granting permits at present.
The Home Department had been requested
to advise the police throughout the State
that gambling which hitherto had been car-
ried on iIn connection with carnivals would
in future not be permitted. He had from
the Commissioner of Police an acknowledge-
ment that he was taking that action. The
Government werce doing everything possible
to prevent illicit gambling. and were per-
mitting only that which was allowed by law.

The hon. member for Albert also mentioned
the question of the full amount of stamp
duty now being charged when an agreement
was made, although the sale might be on
terms and the whole of the money not paid.
The reason for that was,, that uunder the
Stamp Act Amendment Act of 1918, it was
provided that, when the agreoment vas made,
although it might be on terms, it was to be
treated as the conveyance, and the full
amount of stamp duty had to be paid.

Question put and passed.

CouRT 0OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“That £2,250 be granted for ‘Court
of Industrial Arbitration.’”’
Question put and passed.

Corrrs oF PETTY SESSIONS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—

“ That £55.862 be granted for  Courts
of Petty Sessions.””

At 4.20 pom,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro-
visions of Standing Order No. 306 and of the
Sessional Order agreed to by the House on
the 14th instant, I shall now leave the chair
and make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.
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Questions.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for a later hour

of the sitting.

QUESTIONS.

Horpines 1IN Lxcess or 640 ACRES WITHIN

TEx MILEs or KXISTING RAILWAYS.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirant) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

1. Will he furnish a return showing
the number of holdings, leasehold or
frechold, in excess of 3,000 acres in area
held within 10 miles on either side of
our present lines of railway, within a
rainfall of between 20 and 24 inches, 24
and 30 inches, and exceeding 30 inches,
separately; also the conditions of the
leasehold tenures as to rents and dura-
tion of leases? ’

‘2. The same particulars in regard to
holdings of between 640 and 3,000 acres?

3. On what lines of railway are such
boldings situated; and how many of
them are pear-infested?

“4. If so, when can this return be

made available for members?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

“1 to 4. The information could not be
obtained with the means at the depart-
ment’s disposal in less than six months.
For instance, when once the original
deed of grant of land is issued, the
Lands Department has no knowledge of
further dealings with it, all such subse-
quent dealings being registered in the
Real  Property Office.  To ascertain
whether the freehold lands are now held
by the original grantees in the areas as
described 1n the original deeds of grant,

" or whether subdivisions have been effected
and transfers registered, would require
an exhaustive and costly search in the
Titles Office. To compile and tabulate
the information when obtained would be
such a costly undertaking that the ex-
pense necessary to be incurred could not
be justified, nor is it considered that any
good purpose would be served.”

EXPENDITURE OX ENGINE SHEDS, WILLOWBURN.

Mr, T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba)
asked the Secretary for Railways—

“1. Is he yet able to appease my thirst
as mentioned in answer to my question
of 23rd September—namely, re ‘ Engine
Sheds, Willowburn, Toowoomba’ ?

“ 2. Is there any prospect, in view of
the large number of unemployed in the
Toowoomba district, of an early resump-
tion of work at that centre?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Weppel) replied—

“ 1. Amount spent to date, £44,607.
The hon. member for Toowoomba has
made frequent representation on this
matter.

“2. 1 regret there is no prospect of
an early resumption of work.”

CoMMONWEALTH Co#T 07 LIVING STATISTICS.
My, FLETCHER (Port Custis) asked the

“1l. Has he noticed that the Com-
monwealth Statistician’s latest figures,
published in this morning’s ¢ Brisbane

1921—5 D
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Courier’ on the cost of living (food and
groceries), show for September, as com-
pared with August, 1921—
Tasmania ... 3.7 per cent. decrease
South Australia 3.6 per cent. decrease

Victoria 3.5 per cent. decrease
Western Aus-

tralia ... 2.6 per cent. decrease
New South

Wales 1.6 per cent. decrease
Queensland 0.1 per cent. increase

And for September, 1921, as compared
with 1920—

Victoria ... 25.4 per cent, decrease
New South

Wales ... 22.6 per cent. decrease
Tasmania ... 20.4 per cent. decrease
Quecnsland ... 16.5 per cent. decrease
Western  Aus-

tralia ... 12.4 per cent. decrease?

¢ 2. Has he noticed the latest percent-
ages of unemployment in the various
States as supplied by * Knibbs —
Queensiand ... ... 15,5 per cent.
New South Wales ... 13.7 per cent.
Western Australia ... 8.9 per cent.

Victoria . 8.7 per cent.
South Australia 7.9 per cent.
Tasmania 4.8 per cent.?

“3. In view of the foregoing official
percentages, is he not forced to the con-
clusion that his Government have made
matters worse instead of better in the
very avenucs they most desired and set
out to improve?”

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

“1. The figures quoted by the hon.
member are misleading, and, taken by
themselves, give an unfair comparison of
the cost of living conditions in the various
States. The small percentage increase
shown against Queensland for September
last, as compared with August, 1921, Is
due to the fact that during the past fow
weeks the farmers in Queensland have
received higher prices for butter, cheese,
and milk than have been received by
farmers in the other States. To show
that the figures quoted by the hon. mem-
ber are misleading, it will be sufficient to
compare the figures for September, 1921,
with those for September, 1920. These
figures show, according to ‘ Knibbs,” that
the average increase for the month of
September, 1920, for all the States, as
compared with September, 1919, was 83.2
per cent., while the increase in Queens-
land was only 18.5 per cent. The nect
result for the two years is as follows:—

i |
i Septem- i Septen- !

p Net
_ :her 1920, ber, 1921 Inereave.
i Iuerease. : Decrease
| % i % %
Vietoria ... L4331 U ; IERY]
Tasmania ... RS A R ]?2
Sonth Austrabia | 33 - T
New South Waies ‘ 328 226 | 1;"2
Queensland 195 | 185 1{ 3

thus showing that for the period referred
to the net increase in the cost of living
was lower in Queensland than in any
other State. Queensland certainly shows
the lowest percentage decrease for Sep-
tember, 1921, but this result is brought

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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about because this State showed the
lowest percentage increase in September,
1920, which month is taken for purpos:s
of comparison.

“2. The unemployment figures quoted
by the hon. member are also misleading.
It is pointed out by ¢ Knibbs,” at page
1063 of volume No. 13, that—

Any deductions which can be drawn
from the data collected as to the
relative degree of unemployment in the
several States are subject to certain
qualifications (in addition to those
already stated on page 1061), inasmuch
as the industries included in the trade
union returns are not uniform for each
State. In comparing the results for
tho individual States, it must therefore
be borne in mind that, to some extent
at least, comparisons are being drawn
between different industries, and not
only between different States.

For these reasons, and the other reasons
given on page 1061 of ‘ Knibbs,’ I think
that no true comparison can be made
between the different States in the matter
of unemployment figures.

“ 3. No.”

INCREASE OF FEES PAYABLE UNDER REAL
PROPERTY ACTS.

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Attorney-

Gencral—

“ Under what authority, statutory or
otherwise, have the fees payable under
the Real Property Acts of 1861 and 1877
been increased or amended?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

““ Under the authority of the Real Pro-
perty Acts of 1861 to 1877.”

RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR DISPOSAL OF
QUEENSLAND SUGAR Crop.

Mr. SWAVYNE asked the Secretary for
Agrieulture and Stock—

‘“Has anything recently transpired in
connection with the asked-for renewal of
our agreement with the Commonwealth
for f‘})x,(.z disposal of the Queensland sugar
crop ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUILTURE
Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied—

‘“ The Premier some time ago took up
with the Commonwealth Government,
urging the necessity of an early renewal
of the Sugar Purchase Agreement. As
the hon. member is no doubt aware, this
Government has at all times Leen active
in the sugar producers’ intercsts, and
no stone will be left unturned to pro-
mote the welfare of this important
industry.”

ANALYSES OF SoILS, BEERBURRUM AND Co00-

MINYA SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) asked the
Sccretary for Public Lands—

“1. Will he give the analyses of the
Beerburrum and Coominya soils, which
he stated on Friday last were good?

2. Will he state how many men have
left the Beerburrum settlement?”

[Hon. . Q. Theodore.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDX

replied—

‘1. Particulars regarding the quality
of the soils on the Beerburrum and Coo
minya settlements can be perused by
the hon. member at the Department of
Public Lands.

“ 2, At the present time there are 31
blocks on the Beerburrum settlement
which have either been forfeited or sur-
rendered, 20 of which are now open
for reselection. The reason invariably
given by seftlers for the surrender of
blocks is on account of ill-health; for-
feiture in the other cases being decided
upon on account of the settler’s neglect
to cultivate his block.”

RECETPTS AND HXPENDITURE, RAILWAY
REFRESHMENT ROOMS.

Mr. GREEN (Townsville) asked the Sec-

retary for Railways—

“1. What was the total rental received
for the railway refreshment-rooms for
the year preceding their being taken
over as a State enterprise?

“2 Whilst being carried on under
contract did any financial obligation rest
upon the Government?

€3 At the present time are the State
enterprises charged with any percentage
of office expenses, general, railway
expenses or rental, equivalent to interest
charge on cost of rooms?

““4, If so, what percentage?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

replied—

“1. £13,382.

“2. No.

“3 and 4. The charges for rent are
more profitable to the Railway Depart-
ment than when the rooms were leased
to private persons, the amount received
last year being £16,567. In the last four
and a-half years the Railway Department
has received £68,5614 in rents.”

Wyxxum State Fise Derot.

~ Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) asked
the Minister in Charge of State Knterprises—

“1. Are the Government still con-
trolling the business of the fisheries at
the Wynnum depdt?

“2 I1f so, how many hands are
employed in the depdt?

3. What are the total weekly wages
paid?

“ 4. What is the net return per week
from the depdt—{a) from the sale of fish,
(4) from the sale of ice?”

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
replied-—
“1. Yes.
“92 and 3. One engine-driver at £5

8s. per week, and a temporary man
overhauling at £4 14s. per week.
“ 4, The information will be obtained.””

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla), without notice,

asked the Premier—

“ When will the information be avail-
able in respect of the travelling expenses
of Ministers, in accordance with the
motion that was carried by the House
some weeks ago?”’
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The PREMIER replied—

1 cannct say positively when it will
he available, but the information is being
compiled, and I hope to have it tabled
before the session closes.””

OrcHARD Tax BILL.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba), without notice,

asked the Secretary for Agriculture and
Stock—

~*“Is it his intention to bring in an
Orchard Tax Bill this session?”
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replled—
“ No.”

INFAXT LIFE PROTECTION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
MeCormack, Cairns): I beg to move—That
the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put and passed.

The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Council, for their concurrence,
Ly message in the usual form.

SUPPLY.

ResumprioNn oF COMMITTEE—THIRTEENTH
ALLCTTED Day.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
DEPARTMENT OF J USTICE.
COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS.

Question stated—That £55,862 be granted
for ** Courts of PPetty Sessions”’—

Mr. KING (Logan): ¥e wanted to ask
the Government to give more sympathetic
consideration to the police magistrates.
Under the new legislation which had been
passed, and other legislation which was be-
tore them, and which he supposed would be
passed, dealing with magistrates courts,
very much greater responsibilities would be
cast upen magistrates in more ways than
one. They would have jurisdiction over
claims of greater amount than hitherto, and
they would also have to assume responsibility
which in the past had been discharged by a
jury, at any rate, so far as the District
Courts were concerned. In such cases they
would have to act as judges and juries, and
their responsibilities were increased even to a
greater extent than those of the District
Court judges, who were, in future, to receive
salaries of £2,000 a year. The chief police
magistrate in Brisbane was to get £650, in-
cluding a small increase of £40, the second
police magistrate £625, and the third police
magistrate £555, whilst the relieving police
magistrate would get £455, and others
throughout the State were receiving salaries
in the vicinity of £450. Those men were
not adequately paid. The magistrates should
receive greater consideration because of the
great responsibilities cast upon them. When
they saw the number of cases that came be-
fore the magistrates, they got some idea of
the nature of the worlk that the magistrates
had to carry out. On page 5, under heading
of “Criminal Statistics,” they found that
the number of persons taken into custedy
during the twelve months was 21,086, while
1.302 persons appcared on police summons,
meaking a total of 22,388, representing 20,721
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males and 1,667 females, The great majority
of them had been tried by police magistrates.
The number of cases by arrests and prosecu-
tions by the Criminal Investigation Branch
in Brisbane alone was 529, of which 24 went
to the Supreme Court. All those cases, as o
preliminary, came before a police magistrate.

Mr. Brenxax: I would try them early in
the morning in the cells.

Mr. KING: The hon. member did not
Pelieve in an eight-hour day for police magis-
trates. He knew that police magistrates
often worlked till 6 o’clock in the evening.

Mr. BRENNAN : Police magistrates are hard
worked.

Mr. KING : The police magistrates had too
much work to do in Brisbane, and they were
going to have very much greater work to do
after the passagoe of the legal Bills now before
Parliament  These men were cntitled to
greater consideration, and he hopeid the Go-
vernment would give that matter considera-
tion, and give to the men who were to carry
out such responsible duties the relief they
were entitled to. He made a special plea for
them, because he knew they were doing good
work, and were carrying out responsible
work, and were entitled to some considera-
tion.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): He agreed
with the hon. member for Logan that the
police magistrates were a body of men who
had big responsibilities and worked very
hard. When they went into the court in
Brisbane, they found the police magistrate
engaged in trying undefended cases. He
thought the Attorney-General should consider
the advisability of having an officer outside
a police magistrate to deal with those cases.
Undefended  small debts cases could be
decided by a person outside the court. The
calling of the defendant’s name three times,
and there being no appearance, meant waste
of time. They had not toco many polico
magistrates in Brisbane. They had in Bris-
bane first-class clerks of petty sessions, and
their next step would be to become polics
magistrates. He was sure that, when the
Magistrates Courts Bill became law, they
would have the ability to carry out that work,
and that the officers would be compensated
in proportion to the responsibility that was
cast upon them. He thought that the Bills
now before the House would mean an
economy of many thousands of pounds every
year. On going into the court there were
many adjournments. FHe was nct blaming
the police magistrate at all: it was simply
the system. If a solicitor had too many cases
to come before a magistrate, he hoped the
Attorney-General would give instructions that
that solicitor should hand over the case to
someone else. The same thing happened in
the Supreme Court. When a barrister gotf
too many cases. the judges had to sit back
and wait for his convenience, which was
unfair to the litigants. The Attorney-General
should bring in a rule providing that the
cases must be heard. A solicitor might have
two or three cases, and be engaged on one
case all day, and he would not he able to
take any other case. Witnesses had to be sent
away, and there was no end of expeuse to
the public. As a practitioner, he wou!d not
mind having a case struck out if he was not
present when it was called. If a solicitor or
harrister had too many cases, they should be
handed over to semeove else, Two or three
solicitors or barristers monopolised the work,

Mr. Brennan.]
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causing no end of inconvenience. The
Attorney-General would be well advised to
grant adjournments only in certain cases.
The police magistrates were not to blame;
they were trying to accommodate an over-
worked profession, consisting of men holding
four or five cases, while other men only got
an occasional one. He hoped the Attorney-
General would interest himself in the matter,
and see that tho people got a fair deal, and
that the profession also was fairly treated.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): The hon. member for
Logan had mentioned the remuneration paid
to police magistrates. When they compared
the salaries of police magistrates with the
salaries paid in other States, they compsared
favourably. In Adelaide they paid a high
fee to one man, but the average worked out
much below that sum. They had a great
many more police magistrates per head of
population than any other State. South
‘Australia had only six police magistrates.

Mr. Kive: What about the County Court
judges?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They were
there, too. Western Australia had only
seven magistrates, New Zealand only nine,
and Victoria eighteen, whereas in Queens-
land, where they had nothing like the popu-
lation of Victoria, they had thirty police
magistrates and a few relieving magis-
trates. He admitted that the police
magistrates’ responsibilities would certainly
be increased under the Magistrates Courts
Bill, but the increase was not so great as the
hon. member seemed to imagine. The whole
of the criminal jurisdiction of the District
Court would be passed on to the Supreme
Court.

Mr. Kixg: The preliminary work has to go
through the police magistrates.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It went
through the police magistrates at the present
time, There were three District Court
judges. One was wholly occupied in Arbitra-
tion Court work; half the time of one judge
was occupied on Land Court appeals and the
Cane Prices Board: and there was really
only the time of one and a-half judges, to
put it that way, ocupied in the District Court
on civil and criminal work; and, now that
they were taking the criminal jurisdiction
from that court, there was only work for one
District Court judge. That work was to he
divided amongst the thirty police magistrates.
The responsibilities of the police magistrates
were to be increased because of the higher
standard of work. The responsibilities would
be increased more in the nature of a raising
of the type of work.

Mr. Kive: There would be an increase in
sivil work.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: e ad-
mitted that: kut there would not be a great
amount.  There would certainly be an
increase ef responsibilities because of the
more important Acts the police magistrates
wounld have to become acquainted with. He
would give full consideration to the conten-
tion raised by the hon. member for Logan.
The hon. member for Toowoomba had men-
tiened the question of the congestion of the
work in the courts, and suggested that there
should be some rearrangement. That matter
was under consideration at the present time,
avd would receive prompt attention.

Question put and passed.

[Mr. Brennan.
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DISTRICT COURTS.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) moved—
“ That £12,021 be granted for ‘ District
Courts * V"—

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): He could see no
necessity for that vote now that the District
Court was to be abolished. He noticed
specially that there was one big item of
““ Allowances to witnesses and  jurors,
£6.300,” whercas the vote last year was only
£5,500. They had been told that the criminal
jurisdiction of that court was being trans-
terrced to the Supreme Court, and juries were
being done away with, so far as the civil
jurisdiction was concerned, so that there was
no neceszity for that vote. He quite under-
stood that a portion of the year had yet to
run.

The ArrorNrY-GENERAL: It would be some
time before thev could rearrange things.
The three Acts would not come into operation
until proclaimed, and they could not be pro-
claimed until they were ready. The Premier
has alrcady promised that the Judges’ Retire-
ment Act would not come into operation
before the end of March next. That would
mean that nine months at least would have
elapsed, and probably it would be twelve
months before they had completed the
neccessary preliminaries. The Estimates were
prepared on a basis of the last year’s expendi-
ture. and if the money is not expended it
would lapse.

Mr. VOWLES: It was natural to expect
that the Government would know what their
programnie would be when preparing the
Fstimates: it seemed to him to be out of
place to ask Parliament to pass money for
something that they were going to wipe out
of existence. :

Mr. KING (Legan): He would like to
know what would become of the registrars of
the Distriet Court?

The Arrorxpy-GeEXpraL: They will become
registrars of the Supreme Court.

(Hon. J.

Mr. KING: There already was a registrar
in the Supreme Court.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It will be a matter
of readjustment later when the Act comes
into operation.

Mr, KING: They had a registrar in the
District Court and a registrar in the Supreue
Court in Brisbane, and he wanted to know
what would become of the registrar of the
District Court?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Probably we will
absorb him in some other sphere.

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) moved—

“That there be granted £20,677 for
‘Flectoral registration.””

[5 p.m.]

Mr., VOWLES (Dalby): He wished to draw
attention to the amount of £17,500 put down
for * Contingencies,” including * Expenses of
elections,”” and to know how much was
expended at the last election.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: «£33,000 was ex-
pended last vear in connection with the elec.
tion. The vote for “ Contingencies ”’ includes
incidentals and various matters in connection
with the work of the department. The Redis-
tribution of Seats Commission comes in under
the amount asked for.

(Hon. J.
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Mr. VOWLES: They knew that the redis-
tribution of seabs cost 600 guineas—there were
three Commissioners at 200 guineas a head.
Surely printing and other incidentals did not
account for £17,500. The Commissioners had
been doing good work of redistribution in
their ordinary time. He would like an
explanation from the Minister, as he did not
care to vote £17500 for  Contingencies”
W'ithout knowing how the amount was made

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There was
nothing unusual about the vote. Last year
bheyvhad to conduct an election, which cost
£33,278.

Mr. T. R. RoBeRrTS: You had, also, the pro-
hibition referendum.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: VYes, that
cost something. Contingent expenses were
always going on whether there was an »lection
or not.

Mr. Vowres: Can you give us the figures
with regard to the Redistribution of Seats
Commission expenses?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The ex-
penses of the Commission to date were
£1,063 4s. 3d., and there might be some
additional expenses. The vote was necessary
to carry on the department.

Question put and p=ssed.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) moved—
¢ That £1,876 be granted for
Societies.”

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fust Toowoomba):
He regretted to see that the vote had been
reduced, as, whatever their ideas of economy
might be, it was one connccted with people
who were doing very useful work in the State,
The work of the registrar and his staff had
increased. The membership of the frivndly
societies was increasing, and consequently
more supervision was required. He was sorry
that the Government had not seen fit to give
some consideration to a resolution which was
carried in the House some time ago in regard
to the giving of assistance to friendly socicties
by contribution to the funds on lines similar
to thos= in operation in New South Wales.
In regard to compulsory insurance and unem-
plovment benefits, a sympathetic Government

¢ Friendly

ecould do nmcl_1 for the wage-earners of
Queensland.  Like the New South Wales
Government, the Government might make

provision to deal with unemployment, so far
as the thriftv portion of the community was
concerned, if they controlled the friendly
society movement

Question put and passed.

PARLIAMENTARY DRAFTSMAN.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) moved—
“That £650 be granted for *Parlia-
mentary Draftsman.’ ”’
Question put and passed.

(Hon. J.

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION BOARD,
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) moved—
“That £1,402 be granted for ‘Public
Service Superannuation Board:’ ”’

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): He understood
that public servants had been induced fo con-
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tribute to the Public Service Superannuation
Fund with the idea of retiring at the age of
sevonty  without taking incapacity units,
and on that understanding some of them did
not take out incapacity units. Some of those
who contributed were being retired now, not
because they were incapacitated, but because
they had reached sixty-five years of age, and
they would have to continue their pay-
ments, although they had no salarics, until
they reached seventy years of age. It scemed
an anomaly to retire them at sixiy-five,
when they would have to make payments
to the fund until they were seventy before
they were able to get the superannuation
allowance. They had been apparently led
to enter the schema on a distinct understand-
ing that they would not be retired before
they reached seventy years of age, and they
were now in an unfortunate position. It was
difficult for them to get other occupations
50 as to earn a salary which would enabls
them to continue their payments to the
fund until they reached seventy years of
age. It appeared to him that a number of
these unfortunate public servants would have
to make a compromise and get the cash value
for the compensation which would acerue to
them at seventy years of age. If those men
had been told that there was a likelihood of
being retrenched at the age of sixty-five,
they “would probably have taken out incapa-
city units. They were placed in an invidious
position, and would probably have to sacri-
fice a great many of the benefits for whick
they had been subseribing, not through any
fault of their own, but merely because the
Government had got into a position of
financial embarrassment. He thought some
assistance should be given to them by the
Government, either by continuing their pay-
ments until they were seventy, or by arrang-
ing that they should get their superannuation
allowance when they were compulsorily
retired, He thought the Government would
resognise that those public servants had been
placed in a very unfair position, and he
hoped that the Attorney-General would give
some information as to what was going to
be done to compensate them in the unfortu-
nate ecircumstances in which they had been
placed.
At 5.10 p.m.,

Porrock (Gregory), one of the panel of
Tempomr‘ Chalrmen relieved the Chairman
in the chair,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): In reply to the hon.
member, he would point out that section 13,

subsection (2) of the Public Service Super-
annuation Act provided—

‘““ Any such ofﬁcm, if the exigencies of
the public service permit or unle% he is
incapacitated, shall be continued in
employment until he attains the age of
seventy wyears, anything in the Public
Service Act of 1896 or any regulations
hﬂreundel to the contrary notwithstand-
ing.’

That dbpended on ““the exigencies of the
public service.” With regard to the matfer
of taking out annulty units maturing at
seventy years of age, it was unfortun:fe for
an officer to be retired beforc that timie, but
he did not lose anything, because Lo com-
promised with the board.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): He did
not understand the Minister quite clearly im
regard to the matter. There was a distinct

Mr. G P. Barnes.]
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agreement made with various officers, which
he understood read in this way—
“ Crasses € anp Do
““ MALES 40 AND OVER.
“1f you contribute under tables B, D,
F, or H, you will acquire the right to
remain in the scrvice until the age of
seventy, and your contributions will con-
tinue until that age, when your rights to
incapacity allowance, if you have con-
tributed for that benefit, will cease, and
your annuity will commence, and if you
have contributed for assurance, the sum
assured will be payable at death, or you
may, on retirement, exchange for an
additional annuity according to its value.
¢ Dated, Public Service Superannua-
tion Board Office, Brisbane, December,
1912.
“(Signed) ROBERT RENDLE,
‘““ Manager.
““ Public Service Superannuation
Board Office.”
‘"That was a very binding undertaking, and,
if it was not to be recognised, or was likely
to be broken, the Government of the day
would be distinctly chargeable with having
broken a sacred agreement entered into with
those officers. He knew of instances in which
men had contributed in this way, and if the
coniract was not to be recognised, a very
serious charge would lie against the Govern-
ment. For the good name of the country,
and in order to ensure confidence among
public servants who might be in the position
he had indicated, he hoped that a very clear
statement would be forthcoming from the
Minister.
. Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
This matter required further explanation.
The circular that had been issued by Mr.
Rendle showed that these men were encour-
aged to come under the fund.

The ArTORNEY-GENERAL: They did not lose
as a result of having come under it; they
compromised and got their money. It was
made subject to the age of retirement.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: This was a definite
statement made by a responsible officer.

The ATTORNEY-GENERSL: I understand that
Mr. Rendle had no statutory authority to
send that letter out at that time.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: The further the
Minister went, the worse he appeared to
flounder. Telling them that the officer had
not any authority to send out this circular
would not give much satisfaction to the public
servants concerned. Even though the officer
might have made a mistake, seeing contracts
had been entered into with various public
servants, the Government should stand up
to the letter of the agreement. The decision
to retire those officers had not been come to
without some thought. The least the Minister
could do was to intimate to those who were
vitally concerned what the intention of the
Government was. If the Government had
decided that men had to retive, but they
were not prepared to offer those men some
employment whereby they would be able to
continue their contributions wuntil they
attained the age of seventy years, the honest
thing was to pay those men the amount they
would be entitled to at the age of seventy
years. The Government would be acting
unfairly if they did not do that.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswick): He would like
the Attorney-General to give some infor-
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maticn in reference to men who were retired
at the age of sixty-five and were entitled to
a supcrannuation annuity at that age if they
were found temporary employment at a lesser
reinuneration. One man had taken ocut two
units of annuity, and was entitled to £110
per annum. That man was drawing a salary
of £400 a year, and was retired at the age of
sixty-five vears. He was offered temporary
cmployment in the same department at £200
a yrar, but was told that, if he drew that
salary he would not be cntitled to draw the
£110 a year from the Superannuation Fund.
Was that correct or not? If it were, he
would be getting only £90 a year for his
services, That was not a right position to
take up.

Mr. KING (Logun):
with the opinions expressed by previous
speakers. There must be something radically
wrong with the present position when mem-
bers of the public service received a circular
which started out with the distinet promise—

““If vou contribute under tables B, D,
F, or H, you will acquire the right to
remain in the service until the age of
seventy.”’

The TrREASURER : Who sent the circular out?

Myr. KING : It had come from Mr. Rendle,
manager of the Superannuation Fund. The
circular had gone out in the face of the
declared policy of the Government to retire
public scrvants at the age of sixty-five years.

The ArrorNey-GENERAL: That was in 1912,
It was not based on statutory authority.

He agreed entirely

The TREASURER: If the manager of a bank
sent out a circular that each £1 note was
worth £2, would it stand?

Mr. KING: That would be absurd on the
face of it. A suggestion, promise, or induce-
ment had been held out to those men to
come under the fund. They were told that,
if they contributed to the fund, they acquired
the right to remain in the service until they
reached the age of seventy years. The men
accepted those terms, and said they would
contribute to the fund. Hon. members
should always bear in mind that contributors
over the age of forty years had to be encour-
aged to come under the fund. What was the
interpretation of the words “exigencies of
the service”? That might mean anything
to the person who received it. It was not a
fair thing to the men who had been induced
to come in, and their rights should be
preserved.

Mr. TAVLOR (Windsor): There appeared
to be a misunderstanding, or lack of know-
ledge, on the part of the Minister and the
offieers of the department with regard to
the circular. If that were so, they owed a
duty to the men and women who were
affected by the circular. It was hardly con-
ceivable that a responsible officer of the
public service would send out such a circular
without having asuthority to do so. He was
surprised at the Treasurer's reference to the
matter.

The TREASURER: I want to drive home the
point that the registrar sent out the circular
without any Ministerial authority, and with-
out any statutory authority.

Mr. T. R. RosErTs : You should have with-
drawn it.

The TrEASURER : Your Government were i
power at that time.
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Mr. TAYLOR: Evidently the Treasurer
had some knowledge of the circular. Whers
he had gained it he had not told them. If
he had gained it a year or two back he
should have notified the officers concerned
that a mistake had been made, and that the
circular had been sent out without any
authority from the respolnsible Minister.
He {Mr. Taylor) always had had an objec-
tion to putting youngsters into the pubiic
service, If he had 100 children, he would
keep them 100 miles awav from it. From
what they had hecard during the course of
the various debates, it was the last place
in which to put a youngster. The matter
required to be cleared up. If any injustice
had been done, 1t was not too late to rectify
it and to take every precaution that such a
misunderstanding did not occur in the future.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In view of
the opinions expressed by hon. gentlemen
cn the question, he would evamine the
circular and go into the matter. IHe had
never seen or heard of the circular pre-
viously, but he now would go into the matter
and sco what was behind 1t. He wanted to
do justice to everybody.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): He
thought the statement of the Minister was
satisfactory They understood that the Go-
vernment were in ignorance of the matter.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: I am not saying
that at all. I say I have not seen or heard
of the circular.

Mr. . P. BARNYS: Tf the Committee
were given to understand that fair play was
to be afforded to these men, the matter couid
reasonably be dropped. No one should be
victimised,

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
1t was very pleasing to hear the Minister say
that he would give the matter some con-
sideration. It seemed that there had been
a want of consideration. These men had
been retired, and these things should have
been considered prior to their retirement.
_The ArrorNey-GENERAL: We have con-
sidered every aspect of the matter. This is
a new phase that the hon. gentleman has
raised.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Alongside the
Attorney-General sat the Treasurer, who
secmed to be somewhat hostile a few moments
ago. That hon. gentleman seemed to be
aware that such a circular was in existence,
and had gone so far as to tell the Com-
mittee by interjection it had been sent out
without the authority of the Government of
the day. If the Denham Government—which
he (Mr. Roberts) supported—had to a cer-
tain extent committed themselves by their
officers, he would stand to that. He would
like to hear the Premier assure the Com-
mittee that justice would be done. It was
not a matter of party: it was a matter of
doing the right thing by the public service
of Queensland. They had taken these men’s
contributions and had seen fit to retire them,
and the least the Government could do was
to say they would honour the agreement,
rarticularly as the action had not been
taken in their time. He was not blaming
the Government in any way. He was asking
them to see that these men got the pensions
as though they had been retired at the age
of seventy years.

Mr. MOORE (4ubigny): The mere. fact
of the Attorney-General saying he would give
consideration to a thing like this was
hardly sufficient.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not expect
me to commit myself before examining the
matter.

Mr. MOORE: He did expect the Attorney-
General to commit himself to giving justice
to the public servants.

The ATTORNEY-(FENERAL: I said T would
dn that.
Mr. MOORE : If these men had known

there was a chance of their being retired
before they reached the age of seventy years,
they would have taken out incapacity units
and would not have allowed themselves to
be placed in this unfortunate position.
Because the financial position compelled the
Government to vetire men at the age of
sixty-five years, he did not see why these
unfortunate public servants should have to
compound with the Superannuation Board
and accept a compromise. There was no
reascn for that., They came in on the under-
standing they would remain in the service
until they were seventy years of age except
ther were incapacitated.

The PrEmiER: The Attorney-General said
he would look at the circular. I have not
scen that circular.

At 530 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MOORE: It seemed a most unfair
thing that they should have contributed to
the fund to the extent they had and then
have to make a compromise because they
were forced out of the service, They had to
wait for five years before they could get
their pensions, and they must pay contribu-
tions all the time.

The PreMier: They get their annuity or
incapacity immediately they retire. The
Superannuation Fund pays 1t, and the Go-
vernment reimburse the fund. Anything
that they have paid for their one or two
units of incapacity allowance was repaid so
soon as they retired.

Mr. MOORE: He admitted that if they
had taken out incapacity units, but they
joined the fund on an understanding that
they would not be retired until they were
seventy, and now they had to continue con-
tributing till they were seventy.

The PrEMIER: It is not just now that the
first retirements have been taking place.

Mr. MOORE: It was not a reasonable
excuse to say that an officer sent out the
circular without authority. The Government
could not get out of it by saying that they
did not know that their servant was doing
it. They must shoulder the responsibility of

. their officers

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): A dis-
tinci assurance from the Minister would meet
every objection, but, without reflecting on
the Minister, he wanted to ask if it was a
distinct assurance on the hon. gentleman’s
part when he said that he would look into
the matter?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not want
me to commit myself to a thing that I have
not considered ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He wanted the
Minister to commit himself to the extent of
saying that, if that circular went out from
a Government office, whether under the pre-
sent Government or any other Government,
to individual employees, the Government
would stand up to their contract. There had
been other cases where contracts had been
broken by the Government, and were the

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Government going to brush this contract
quietly on one side because the persons con-
cerned happened t6 be weak men without a
strong voice? There was another phase of
the question which had to be considered—
that once they established a rule thas the
Government at their own sweet will could
do anything which was wrong, they estab-
lished a bad precedent for the days to come.
They did not know that it might not hit
somebody whom they least expected it to hit.
Queensland had already got a bad name in
another direction, and they should take care
not te give her a bad name in respoct of
her treatment of the emplovees of the State.

Mr. VOWLES (Duldy): He did not care
to allow the vote to go without recording
his protest against what had apparently been
done. Tt scemed to him that a certain body
of public servants were suffering an in-
justice which it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to remove so soon as possible. The
Premier fell back on the fact that other
public servants had been superannuated at
the age of sixty-five, but this matter had now
come to light and they must realise that the
men had been paying premiums on the
understanding outlined in the circular, and
upon that consideration had deprived them-
selves of all the benefits they might have had
by protecting themselves in case of in-
capacity. The contract was very definite,
for the circular read—

" {'Lasses C axp D.

““ MALES 40 AND OVER.
“If you contribute under tables B, D,
F, or H, you will acquire the right to
remain in the service until the age of
seventy, and your contributions will con-
tinue until that age when your rights to
incapacity allowance, if you have con-
tributed for that benefit, will cease, and
your annuity will commence, and if you
have contributed for assurance, the sum
assured will be payable at death, or you
may, on retirement, exchange for an
additional annuity according to its value.
 “Dated, Public Service Superannua-
?119?1% Board Office, Brishane, December,

“(Signed) RoBerr RExDLE,
‘“Manager,
“ Public Service Superannuation
Board Office.”

That was an inducement for them to come
under the scheme. At any rate, if there was
a misunderstanding they should not be the
sufferers when they were dealing with the
Government. If ‘they were to have hno
retiring allowance, they should even be taken
back into the service and continue on their
salaries until they were seventy years of age,
or, failing that, receive the retiring allow-
ance to which they would have been entitled
had they continued in office till the age for
retiring was reached.,

The PrEMIER: The only thing I am SOTTy
for is that the matter was not discussed on
the Tublic Service Commissioner’s vote,
under my department, when I would have
had the information here.

Mr. VOWLES: He was ignorant of it
before, or he would have voiced the matter
long ago. He asked the Glovernment to deal
with the matter as employers should treat
their employees—generously. There was a
rule that every person of the age of sixty-five
was to be retired, and the question of a man’s
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capabilities did not come into consideration,
and the Government should deal with the
matter fairly.

The Ar10RXNEY-GENERAL: I can assure you
that we will deal with the matter justly.

Mr. KING (Logan): The circular was &
matter of common knowledge. When Colonel
Moore and Mr. Morris and Mr. Eglinton, and
other police magistrates, were retired some
vears ago the question came up, whilst within
the last ten days the East Moreton Teachers’
Association discussed the matter in Brisbane,
when it was shown that the circular had
induced teachers and others to come under
the Superannuation Fund. It was astonish-
ing that the matter had not come under the
notice of the Attorney-General, although, of
course, he accepted the hon. gentleman’s
agsurance without reservation that it had not,
but he hoped that he would now see that
justice was done.

Mr. KERR (Knoggera): It was extra-
ordinary that the Attorney-General had not
gone into the matter before the Estimates
came before the House, inasmuch as about
half a column had recently appeared in the
daily papers in regard to it. He failed to
realise why the Minister would not do the
right thing, unless there was some idea of
getting round the contract contained in the
circular. There was an offer, and there was
an acceptance by the payment of the pre-
miums. There was also consideration in the
contract, and there was no doubt that, if it
were taken to law, the Government would
lose the case, and the repudiation of which
they the Opposition have been talking for
months would be proved again. There would
be no further talk from the Opposition if the
Attorney-General would do the right thing
and say that the men would be reinstated.
They were promised by the circular that, if
they paid certain contributions, they would
be retained until they were seventy years of
age, but now both male and female contribu-
tors had had their services dispensed with at
sixty-five years, notwithstanding that from
1912 they had done their part by paying
their contributions. He did not think for a
moment that one could put the contract in
clearer and more concise language than the
circular. There was no equivocation. The
Government had overstepped the mark, and
it was not suflficient to tell the Committee
that consideration would be given to thz
position. Now, when the Hstimates were
being considered, was the time when the
Minister should tell the Committee that he
would rectify the wrong by vecognising the
contract and undertaking that the Govern-
ment would carry out their agreement.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
“Courier ” of the 17th instant, page 6, con-
tained the following report of the discussion.
of the matter by the East Moreton Teachers’
Association :—

“ More REPUDIATION.
‘“ TEACHERS AND RETRENCHMENT.

“¢That the Hast Moreton Teachers’
Association enters its strong protest
against the compulsory retirement of so
many senior teachers of the State on the
grounds of being over sixty-five years of
age.” This motion was carried unan-
imously at the annual meeting of the
Fast Moreton Teachers’ Association on
Saturday. It was further decided to send
a copy of the resolution to the members
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of Parliament for East Moreton con-
stituencies, together with a statement of
the position as regards retirement.

“In moving the motion, Mr. J. J.
Dempsey said he was convinced that not
30 per cent. of the members of Parliament
understood the position. They believed
it was being done on the grounds of
economy and of inefficiency owing to age.
They were ignorant of the fact that when
the age limit was introduced provision was
made for a refiring allowance, which
provision was subsequently wiped out and
the age limit retained. They, too, were
1ignorant of the fact that the men were
promised, in a printed circular from ths
Superannuation Board, that by contribut-
mg to the Superannuation Fund under
a certain table they would be acquiring
the right to vemain in the service until
they reached the age of seventy years.
The teachers had entered into these pay-
ments on this understanding. Now this
was being treated as another ‘scrap of
paper,’ to be regarded or disregarded as
the Government thought fit. The legal
advisers of the union had informed it thas
by something which was done in 1917 it
was doubtful if they had a legal vight to
what they believed to be their rights, but
they certainly hdd a moral right to
them.”

The matter had received the earnest con-
sideration of the teachers, and hon. members
recognised that the case was identical with
the way in which it had been presented that
afternoon. The House and the country should
know that the position of these men were
not going to be jeopardised, and that not
only would their case receive, as indicated
by the Minister a short time ago, considera-
tion, but that justice would be done. If the
Attorney-General would assure the Com-
mittee that justice would be done and that
the honourable agreement that was arrived
at between the Government of the day and
the public servants concerned, then the mat-
ter could end. He took it that the Govern-
ment would certainly honour the agreement,
and that no injustice at any time or to any
extent would  be done to the officers con-
cerned.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): What the hon.
member for Warwick had rcad should be
satisfactory evidence so far as the rights of
the teachers were concerned. In the report
they were told that legal advice had been
obtained in 1917, and the advice was that
it was doubtful if the public servants affected
had a legal claim; but the Government should
be an example to other cmployers in the
State so far as their employees were con-
cerned. Wherve a private employer might
endeavour to take advantage of some legal
technicality which might relieve him of cer-
tain liabilities, he did not think that was
justification for the Government adopting
any such rule of conduet in connection with
their employecs. It had been stated that a
circular had gone out unknown to the
Attorney-General, but the Treasurer appeared
to know something about it.

Mr. GrEDpsox: He said it went out with-
out statutory authority. '

Mr. TAYLOR: If a mistake had been
made, if it was only one month or six
months, or if it was one vear, or two years
ago, the rectification of that mistake devolved
upon the Attorney-General. That did not
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appear to have been done. If it had not
been for the financial strain existing at the
present time, the matter probably would not
have cropped up just now. But it had
cropped up, and the Government had only
one duty to perform, and that was to do
the right thing by the men who had been
retrenched on account of their having reached
the age of sixty-five. They should extend
to these men the right and justics that they
were claiming from the Government.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The Go-
vernment’s duty in this case was not only
to sce that justice was done, but to honour
their obligations. There might be no legal
claim upon the Government, yet a moral
claim was there, and in his opinion that
should be just as binding as a legal claim.
The officer in charge of the superannuation
board was a man in high authority, and the
Minister cculd not possibly repudiate what
had been done in good faith and which the
officers of the public service had accepted
i good faith, The Attorney-General might
say he was going to mete oub justice, but it
might be like some of the justice meted out
to the judges of the Supreme Court, which
the Opposition held to be dishonourable, and
unvworthy of the Government., In this case it
would be infinitely worse, because they were
dealing with men who did not have so much
st their back in their old age as possibly the
judges had. These gentlemen had possibly
spent their lives in the service of the country,
and had contributed to the fund in good faith,
and in the expectation that when they reached
old age they would receive some benefit.
The Government retired them at sixty-five
years of age, and they now found they were
not to receive any benefit, The Attorney-
General should say what he was going to
do. He should tell the Committee if he was
going to honour the obligation. As hon.
members on his side had one conception of
justice and hon. members on the other side
had another conception of justice, the
Attorney-General should say whether the
Government intended to honour the obliga-
tion embodied in the circular sent out by
the head of the department. They could
see from the tone of the letter written to
the Press the other day how the people con-
cerned regarded the matter. The writer of
the letter obtained legal advice in 1817, and
his legal advisers had told him that he had
no legal right, but that most certainly there
was a moral right and obligation. Such
ccourrences as these were undermining the
whole of the public service. Men engaged in
the service expected that they were going to
be treated in the most fair, liberal, and honest
way for their services; and, if they found that
promises and pledges were not kept, it was
hard to say what might result. FHe hoped
the Attorney-General would keep his pro-
mise, and that the matter would be satis-
factorily dealt with. He hoped the Attorney-
General would state unequivocally that the
obligations implied by the circular would be
honoured to the letter.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): There
were aspects of the matter which should not
be lightly passed over by the Commitiee.
He noticed that the Premier had been looking
up certain matters.

The PremiEr: I have looked up M
Macartney’s speech, He raised the question
very fully in 1916, when he was leader of
the Opposition, but he never referred to any
alleged circular,

Hon. W. H. Barnes.)
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: Did the hon.
gentleman suggest that the teachers assembled
in conference had manufactured the circular?

The Premier: He was not suggesting that ;
but it had not been brought under his notice.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: He was glad to
know that. The retrenchment had not taken
place until recently.

The Premier: Similar retrenchment took
place in 1916.

Hon. W. . BARNES: That was no argu-
ment. If a repudiation of contract entered
into with the employees of the State took
place in 1916, it would still be wrong. The
very fact of the circular not having been
mentioned previously was no argument.
He accepted in full the statement made by
the “Atterney-General that he would look
seriously into the matter, but they wanted
something more than that. It might be that,
when the Minister got away from the House
he was not going to take any action. The
men affected have the right to receive
a distinct assurance. It seemed to him that
the Government were probably going to
strike at the question of superannuation
where there was no definite agreement, and
other people later on might find themselves
in exactly the same position. It was not
nice to mention namses in Committee, but
the head teacher of the State schcol at Coor-
paroo, who has been retired, regarded it as
a distinct breach of contract, He had been
employed by the department for many years
and had looked forward, because of his con-
tract, to work being found for him for a
certain period, and yet that arrangement or
contract was broken. He would emphasise
that the Government had not been prover-
bial for keeping their contracts, and they
were creating suspicion in the minds of hon.
members. The Government had not been
proverbial for standing up to their contracts,
and scraps of paper had not been worth
very much to the Government when it suited
their own convenience. Here they had a
representative gathering of teachers, who
decided to send a resume of the case to the
members for the various electorates. Were
the Government out, not only to get at
what they call the top fellow, but to penalise
the working man in this particular con-
nection? After all, teachers were only draw-
ing very modest salaries,

Mr. PeasE: In your time they were.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
was again chirping, although he did not know
anything about the matter,

Mr. PEase: I know more than you do
about it.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: He would ask the
Attorney-General if it was the intention of
the Government to get aft the worker or
anyone else employed in the public service,
if they thought it would suit their financial
needs at a time of very great crisis? The
Government had had serious financial needs.
They had been very hard up, and this looked
like one of the methods that they were adopt-
ing to see if they could remedy the existing
state of affairs. - The Minister had been
consulting with the officers of the department
again and again.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
crime.

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES: It was not a crime
at all. It indicated that thé Minister was
desirous of getting light on the subject.
~ The ArTorNEY-GENERAL: I want to familiar-
ise myself with the matter.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

That is an awful
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Hon, W. H. BARNES: He thought the
Minister should do that. The Treasurer on
the one hand had stated that there was no
statutory authority for sending out the
circular, and the Attorney-General had pro-
fessed to know something about it. It struck
him as being strange that it had not been
brought under the notice of the Attorney-
General in 1916. Possibly the Minister had
lreen looking up the matter during the dinner
kour and might now be able to place the
Committee in full posscssion of the facts.

[T pm.] :

The ATTORNEY-(GENERAL: I give the hon.
member the same assurance that I gave him
hefore tea.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It seemed that
they were only going to get as far as an
expression of sympathy to-night.

The Ar1TORNEY-GENERAL: I said more than
that. 1 said that I was going to inquire
into the matter.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Minister had
given no promise that, when he made inquiry
and found that thete men had been unjustly
trcated, he was going to put things right.
What was the use of sending a letter saying
that the Government had inquired into the
matter, bat that that was as far as they could
go? He noticed that the teachers themselves
propoted to show their sympathy with theso
men, but sympathy without relief was not
very much good. He hoped that the Com-
mittee would in some marked way show that
not only did they realise what the teachers
felt, but that they would show their disappro-
bation of the Government.

The TrEastRER: You do not arzue that all
tecachers should be kept on till they are
seventy ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer
was very good at sidetracking matters.
When a contract had been made with men
it should not be broken by the Government
At page 366 of ¢ Hansard” last year, the
hon. member for Logan asked the fcllowing
question—

“ How many teachers over the age of
sixty-five years, who are contributing to
the Superannuation Fund, have recently
received notfice from the department
dispensing with their services?”

“ The SECRETARY FOR Pusric INSTRUC-
mio8  {Hon. J. Huxham, Duwranda)
replied—

One teacher, who is over the age
of sixty-five years, and who is a con-
tributor to the Superannuation Fund,
has, in terms of section 49 of the Public
Service Act of 1896, been retired from
the Public Service as from the 3lst
December, 1920.”

Be trusted that the Committee would in
some marked way show its disapproval of the
action of the Government.

Mr. GRELEN (Zownsville): He would like
to express his disapproval of anithing that
savoured of repudiation, particularly when
it affected the public servants of the State.
Aftor hearing the explanation given that
afternoon, there was no doubt that a dis-
tinct understanding was given to the officers
of the Education and other departments
concerned that, if they came under the
Public Service Superannuation Act, their
positions would be secure until they were
of age. The Government
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sbould therefore honour the agreement. It
weuld not be to their credit if they broke
au agreement made by one of the principal
oflicers of the department with public ser-
vants. The public servants who would be
promoted if these retirements were made
were most emphaticaily objecting to it, realis-
thnt a great injustice was bemg done.
’Tno Commitice should not agree to a
breach of contract with the public servants.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul): The Minister
should make some definite announcement as
to what his intentions were regarding these
retrenched teachers. A contract had been
entered into with them. It would be as well
to read the part of the report of the

Teachers’ Association contained in the
¢ Courier’” of 17th instant, which had not
been quoted by the hon. member for

Bulimba—

“The association’s annual report, which
was adopted stated that it was satis-
factory to know that the ¢ mark’ system
evolved by the association had met with
a favourable reception at the hands of
the Executive. The membership had
increased from 622 to 673. The report
added. * We are sorry that the exigencies
of the public scrvice are such as to cause
retrenchment to be so rife. Our branch
of the service has been hit hard, privi-
leges enjoyed almost smce the passing of
the Education Act have been lopped off,
and many of our finest exponents of the

eaching art, in full possession of their
facultles have had summary notice of
their retirement. The lots partakes more
of a national character than a purely
association one, but is sericus from any
aspect.” ”’

That should cause the Attorney-General to
make a definite announcement to the Com-
mittee as to whether it was intended that
proper treatment should be given to these
men.

The TReasURer: Has not the Minister
given you an assurance? He can make a
statement when the resolutions are brought
up.

Mr. PETRIE: He was quite satlsﬁed that
the Attorney-General was sincere in the
assurance he had given, but that was not
sufficient. The Opposition would be more
satisfled if the Minister would make a definite
statement now. To test the feeling of the
House, he moved—

“ That the vote be reduced by £1.7

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington): He hoped the hon. member
would not insist on his amendment, as the
Minister had given an assurance that the
matter would be carefully inquired into.
The question was a most difficalt one, the
trouble being caused by the conflict between
two statutes passed by the late Government—
the Public Service Superannuation Act and
the Public Service Act. Mr. Macartney, who
was then the Secretary for Public Lands,
introduced the Public Service Bill—he was
not sure who introduced the Public Service
Superannuation Bill—but the two measures
conflicted, in so far as the Public Service
Act laid down the retiring age at sixty-five,
while the Public Service buperanpuatlon Act
allowed certain contributors to retire at the
age of seventy. When he (Mr. Fihelly) was
in the Department of Justice, the matter
arose through some corre=pondence between
Mr. Story, now Public Service Commis-
sioner, and Mr. Rendle, the manager of the

[19 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1579

Public Service Superannuation Fund. Diffi-
culties arcse not mercly with teachers, but
with other officers who were retired in ac-
cordance with the Public Service Act, in
connection with the obligations of the Go-
vernment under the Public Service Super-
annuation Act. He did not think that hon.
members opposite would suggest that all
teachers =hould be kept on until the age of
seventy. Parliament should, perhaps, “have
made more generous provision in the Super-
annuation Act so that teachers could retire
at sixty-five. Their duties were responsible
and important. If any function required
activity and energy and the full possession
of one’s faculties, 1t was the office of a
teacher. The hon. member for Toombul
would be well advised to withdraw his
amendment, and leave it to the Minister
to reply on the resolutions from the Chamber.
The matter would have the most sympathetic
consideration of the Cabinet, who did not
want to do any injustice to the public ser-
vice, and, if theére was an error in legislation
—if, thlouvh some anomaly, the two Acts
conflicted and hardship was done—he thought
the Government would be only too happy
to find some means by which to remedy it.
It was most important for the efficiency of
the Department of Public Instruction that
men who were too old should not be in
charge of important schools; that was of
great concern to their young people. The
Government did not want to inflict hardship
on any public servants, and had treated them
very well. They had shown that by the
establishment of the Arbitration Courf, and
by the generous classification they had re-
cently glven which placed the public ser-
vantz on a firm and secure basis. The bona
fides of the Government could not be gues-
tioned, and, in view of the assurance given
by the Attorney»(}eneral, he thought the
amendment ought to be withdrawn.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Hast Toowoomba):
It was somewhat pleasing to hear the remarks
of the Treasurer. The difficulty was that he
did not carry it into effect. That was not a
new question. The Government have had four
years, since the matter was first raised, to
consider their position and deal fairly with
the public service; but they had not scen
fit to do it. Yet the Treasurer graciously
came along and suggested that they should
wait a few days to enable the Attorney-
General to give the matter consideration.
The only way in which they could deal with
it was the way proposed by the hon. member
for Toombul. They would then see whether
hon. members opposite would stand up to
their obligations. In 1916 Mr. Macartney,
the late member for Toowong, had gone very
fully into the rights of the public service
under the superannuation scheme. That hon.
gentleman was not satisfied with putting for-
ward his own opinions, but he introduced a
statement made by the then Secretary for
Public Instruction (Mr. Hardacre) when the
Rill was going through the House in 1912.
Mr. Macartney was in charge of the Bill in
1912, and knew what was the intention of the
Government, and he brought forward the
ovidence of the draftsman at the time to show
it was intended, if these men contributed to
the fund, to continue them in the service
until they reached the age of seventy years,
He would quote from the remarks of the Sec-
retarr for Public Instruction (Mr. Hardacre),
as member for Leichhardt—* Hansard,” vol.
exxiil., page 10156—

“One of the biggest difficulties we are

Mr. T. R. REoberts.]
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confronted with is how to provide for
those who are nearing the end of their
lives in the service, and who have been
looking forward with some fear and
trembling to the time when they have to
leave the service. One of the biggest
difficulties has been to provide for them
in some way without making the pre-
mium altogether too high, and, on the
other hand, without burdening the
general scheme. It seems to me the pro-
posal in the Bill has, by a very ingenious
contrivance, met that difficulty. It pro-
vides a special scheme, at the age of
forty, to be entered into voluntarily, and
in order to save burdening the general
scheme they have made special pro-
visions, saying, ‘If you go into this
special schedule we will permit you to
remain an additional five years in the
service,” which will be much more satis-
factory to them than even giving them
a fairly large annuity, and at the same
time making them retire.”

The TrEsSURER: Why did he not straight
out amend the Public Service Act, and bring
it into conformity with the Public Service
Superannuation Aet?

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Those were the
remarks of an hon. member who was now in
the Cabinet. When the Treasurer asked for
another chance to review the position, he
(Mr. Roberts) wanted to know how many
public servants were going to be thrown out
on the streets without regard to the agree-
ments the Government had entered into with
them ? What satisfaction was it to those men
who had left the service, and lost what they
were cntitled to, for the Government to say
that they were looking after the interests of
the public service, and then to tell them that
they wanted a few more days to consider the
matter. No one knew better than the Trea-
surer that the Government owed an obliga-
tion to those public servants, and they were
shirking it.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): It was
amusing to hear the advocacy of the claims
of the public service by hon. members who
were connected with the Government that
stopped the automatic increases, after having
made an attempt to reduce salaries to a
certain amount.

Mr. T. R. RCBERTS:

quite untrue.

Mr. BRENNAN: Tt was true. They now
came along and pretended they were the
friends of the public service. If they were
back in office to-morrow, they would kill the
public service. The hon. member for Rast
Toowoomba came along with his voice break-
ing nto tears about the public service. What
did that hon. momber care? He had no sym-
pathy for the public service. The whole
trouble had arisen because of two conflicting
Acts, and the present Government were asked
to remedy it hefore thev went into recess.
Hon. members opposite had had three wears
in which to remedy it, and they had done
;1to‘;c}1111g. What did the Opposition care about
18 ¢

An  OrposITION
care?

You know that is

MemBER: What do you

. Ivgr. BRENNAN: The present Government
had made available to the public service the
Arbitration Court to enable them to get a
fair living. It made him smile to hear the
speeches and to notice the way in which the

[Mr. T. R. Roberis.
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hon, member for Wast Toowoomba could
attune his voice to tears. If the public ser-
vants were going to listen to that sort of
norsense, it was up to the Government to ask
them which side they were on, and if they
wanted the assistance of hon. members oppo-
gite? This trouble had been bequeathed by
the recent Government, which hon. members
opposite represented. The present Govern-
ment were not to blame for it.

Question—That the sum of £1,401 only be
granted (Mr., Petrie’s amendment)—put; and
the Committee divided :—

AyEs, 83,

Mr. Appel Mr. Kerr

., Barnes, G.P. . King

,» Barnes, W. H. .. Logan

,, Bebbington .. Macgregor
,» Bell ., Maxwell

,, Brand ., Moore

,,  Cattermuli ,, Morgan

,, Clayton . Nott

,, Corser ., Petrie

. Costello ,, Lloberts, J. H. C.
.. Deacon ,» Roberts, T. R.
,» Edwards . Sizer

., Hlphinstone ., Swayne

s, Fletcher ,, Taylor

., Fry ., Vowles

,, Green ., Warren

,s dones

Tellers: Mr. Fry and Mr. Green.
Nozs, 34.

Mr. Barber Mr, Hartley

,» Bertram .» Huxhany

,,» Brennan ., Jand

,» Bulcock ,, Larcombe
., Collins ., McCormack
,, Conroy ,, Mullan

., Cooper, F. A, ., Payne

. Cooper, W, ,, Pease

,» Coyne ,» Pollock

,, Dash ,. Riordan

,, Ferricks ., Ryan

., Xihelly . Smith

,» Foley ,, Stopford

,, Forde ,, Theodore

,, Gilday .. Wellington
., Gillies . Wilson

. Gledson Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. W. Cooper and Mr. Ryan.
Resolved in the negative.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) :

Notwithstanding the division, he thought it

was necessary to point out what

[7.30 p.m.] Mr, Macartney said in 1912 on

the introduction of the Public

Service Superannuation Act, of which he was
in charge—

““ A special right is conceded to those of
forty years of age and upwards. Upon
paying a lesser contribution, they can pay
as for retirement at the age of seventy
years. It may be stated that all contri-
butors otherwise are made to contribute
in respect of retirement at the age of
sixty-five years, and the contributions
ceass when the contributor arrives at that
age. In the case of those officers to whom
I have just referred, of forty and up-
wards, they can, if they so elect, contri-
bute to four units of insurance and
annuity payable at seventy years of age,
in which case they pay a lesser sum.”

That showed that in 1912 the House fully
understood that the public servants had the
right, if they took advantage of the scheme,
to remain in the service till they were seventy.

Question put and passed.



Supply.

SHERIFF.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“That £4,674 be granted for
¢ Sheriff.” ”

{uestion put and passed.

STAMP DUTIES OFFICE.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“That £11,167 be granted for ‘ Stamp
Duties Office.” ”’

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked for an
explanation of the increase in the vote for
‘“ postage, telegrams, railway fares and
freights, printing, stationery, and inciden-
tals,” from £1,500 to £5,000.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Most ex-
penses under the headings mentioned, such as
postage and telegrams, had increased con-
siderably, and there had bcen an enormous
¢xpansion in the work of the office under the
Act passed some time ago, as the revenue
indicated. The actual expenditure last vear
was £4,859.

Question put and passed.

SUPREME COURTS,
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“That £11,209 be granted for
‘ Supreme Courts,” >’
Question put and passed.

TITLES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“That £19,930 be granted for ¢ Titles.” ”

Mr. KING (LZogan): He wished to draw
attention again to the salary of the Registrar
of Titles, to which he referred last year,
together with the hon, member for Toowong.
The Registrar of Titles had been Chief Com-
missioner of Stamps till he was promoted to
his present office, and yet he was now receiv-
ing a salary of £575, or less than the salary
of the present Commissioner of Stamp Duties
of £650. The explanation given last year
was that the Commissioner of Stamp Dutios
had received that salary on account of the
special services he had rendered, he under-
stood, in connection with the receipt by the
Government of a large sum from the Yuill
estate. He did not wish to detract from the
work that Mr. Fitzpatrick had done in that
connection; but, if the Attorney-General
would look into the papers, he thought he
would find that the present Registrar of
Titles, who was then Chief Commissioner of
Stamp Duties, did work equally as good as,
and perhaps better than, the present Commis-
sioner in tracing that loss or leakage. He
understood the Attorney-General last year to
say that the matter would receive considera-
tion, and he hoped that he would sce that a
deserving officer got the remuneration to
which he was entitled.

He had asked a question in regard to the
recent increases of foes charged by the Real
Property Office, and he had been told that
they had been increased or amended by
authority of the Real Property Acts, 1861-
1887. Section 140 provided—

“ 1t shall be lawful for the Registrar-
General to charge and recover such fees
as shall be appointed by the Governor of
the said Colony, with the advice of the
Executive Council, not in any case exceed-
ing the several fees specified in the list
marked R in the schedule hereto.”

[19 OcToBER.]
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Schedule R set out fees for certain specified
services.,

Mr. BRENNAN : Do they include all the fees
the office may charge?

Mr. KING : Practically all. Provision was
made that the Governor in Council might
increase the fees for certain specified services
up to the amounts specified in the schedule.
He admitted that the Government had not
increased them beyond the limits fixed in the
schedule, but they had introduced fees for
other services, which they had no legal right
to do,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Which was done
by previous Governments in 1885, 1903, and
1913.

Mr. KING: He did not think so. The fees
had been increased, but on all previous
occasions in accordance with the provisions
of the schedule. They had been increased by
a subterfuge. Take the case of an ordinary
transfer of an allotment for which a man had
paid £20. The man stamped it at a cost of
7s. 6d. He then used to go to the Real
Property Office and lodge the transfer, and
all he had to pay was a fee of 10s. for regis-
tration. Now, however, there was an addi-
tional fee for what they called a memorial,
that was, for noting, which was not prescribed
by the schedule, so that the total fees
amounted to £l Ts. 6d., whilst, if the man
wanted a new deed, he had.to pay another
£1, or £2 Ts. 6d. for a little transaction.
That was merely a subterfuge to duplicate
the fees provided by the Act, and to get
additional revenue. He was not objecting to
the fees altogether, but the Government
should put themselves in a proper and legal
position by bringing a short and amending
Bill to legalise the increases.

Question put and passed.

THE TREASURER.
TREASURY.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,

Paddington) moved—
“That  £65880 be
¢ Treasurer.” ”’

The number of officers was practically the
same as last year, and the increase of some
£12,000 in the vote comprised anticipated
increases for exchange, commission, etc., in
connection with various transactions, London
payments, and the like, which might or might
not be lighter.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): He thought
they should have some kind of a report on
the work that was being done in connection
with the inspection of weights and measures,
for which the amount required was £2.275,
He did not think any of the work was done
in the metropolitan area, because he believed
that was attended to by the city council.
He would like some information from the
Treasurer as te where and how the duties of
the inspectors were carried out.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): This vote was
cenfined to the administration of the Trea-
sury Department, over which the Treasurer
had jurisdiction. That department dealt
more or less with accounts, and on those
accounts the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
was prepared. According to the Auditor-
General’s report, so far as the preparation
of accounts and the Financial Statement were
corcerned, the work had been very well done
by the staff of the Treasury.

The TrEASURER: It is very gratifying to
hear you say that.

granted  for

Mr, Herr)
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Mr. KERR : There was no gainsaying that
the work of the Treasury officials had been
very complicated of recent years—more so

* than in any other period in the administra-
tion of Qucensland affairs. The Government
hkad been faced with a difficulty in getting
money, and they had from time to time
utilised loan money, trust money, and con-
sclidated revenue for various purposes, which
meant a good deal of work in transferring
amounts from one account to another. The
policy bLad been followed of taking any
moeney that was available for any particular
purpose. That had happened more especi-
ally during the last few years, and the work
cetailed meant an addition to the staff.

The Treastrer: Where?

Mr. KERR: The number of employees in
1014-15 was twenty-nine, whilst the number
to-day was forty-one, and the expenditure
in connection with that alone was £38,000.
The Treasury during this year had handled
more money than had ever been handled in
the history of Queensland. It showed the
possibilities of this State, but, unfortunately,
notwithstanding that amount of revenue
handled by the Treasury, there was not the
prosperity that existed 1n the State in 1914,
The Treasurer’s accounts had been twisted
to an extent that it was very hard to find a
word to express the extent. If he used the
correct word. it would possibly be unparlia-
mentary.  The Treasurer had permitted
money which had never been paid into con-
solidated rcvenue to be used to mect the
ordinary commitments of the Treasury.

The TrEASURER: No.

Mr. KERR: An amount of money to the
extent of £42,000 had been diverted to meet
the ordinary commitments of the Treasury.

The Tressurer: If we had a surplus of
£154,000 why should we juggle with £42.0007

Mr. KERR: He would deal with that
matter before he sat down. An amount of
£145,000 had been utilised for the purpose
of reducing deficits, and that amount had
not been authorised by Parliament, and that
the Treasury Department had exceeded the
authorisation by a sum of something like
£157,000.

The TREASURER :
misled.

. Mr. KERR: He had not. That was noth-
ing more or less than a twisting of accounts.
When they added the surplus of £9.000 to
the £145,000 that was not authorised by
-Parliament, and then deducted the £42,000
commitment that should have been paid by
the Treasury, they would sce that the actual
surplus should have been £112,000. Right
throughout Queensland there was a great
deal of unemployment, and there were many
followers of the Government out of work,
and it would not have been good policy on
the part of the Government to have a surplus
at that stage of £112,000. The accounts had
not been strictly kept on the well laid down
principles of previous Governments. The
amount of £145000 had deen diverted to
reduce the previous deficits, and other addi-
tional amounts had been unauthorised which
should not have been utilised unless authority
was given by Parliament for such purpose.
'ljhe matter came before the Executive Coun-
<il, but that was not Parliament. Parliament
rust retain one of the few things left to
Quecnsland to-day, and that is the financial
business. They were being overridden by the

[Mr. Kery.

You have been grossly
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Executive Council, and the Executive Councit
should not handle such matters as authorising
expenditure in the various departments. He
was accusing the Treasurcr, because he was
the man responsible for the small surplus
and for twisting the accounts. It had been
done by the department under his jurisdic-
tion, and in all probability under orders from
the Executive Council.

Ten departments out of the twelve had over-
stepped the authorisation by Parliament.
The Treasurcr had got something like £20,000
by a new tax called the State tax, noted in
the ¢ Golden Casket ” accounts. Those funds
were being utilised to make the Government
appear in a better position than they really
were. The 'freasurer was the responsible
person for getting money to meet the com-
mitments of the State. He had gone every-
where to get the money. The Premier went
to America and missed. Then he went to
London, and failed to secure money there;
but recently the Government had successfully
floated a ¢ gamble” loan in America. Pro-
vision had been made for an increase of
£18,000 to meet the exchange.

The TrREASURER: Noj; £12,000.

Mr. KERR: He thought it would cost a
good deal more before it was finished.
The TreEssurRer: I don’t think so.

Mr. KERR: There was very little money, .
if any, for Queensland in England. They
had to pay England over £2,000,000, and
they would have to transfer the money raised
in America to meect their commitments in
Kngland.

The Tarasvrir: You do not think we are
going to leave it in America?

Mr. KERR; No; the Treasurer would
not leave it there for two minutes. That
increase of £12,000 was not going to meet
the commitments of the Government in Eng-
land to-day. The money would be brought
from America to Queensland, and would be
again transmitted to England, which would
entail the cost of double exchange. The
Government were responsible for the depart-
ing from the long-established principle in
regard to the State finances, and the Trea-
surer was entirely responsible. The Trust
Funds of the State were being utilised for
various purposes.

The TreasURER: Which Trust Funds?

My. KERR: The various funds have been
amalgamated. e could quote a hundred
different accounts from the Auditor-General’s
report, but he was going to deal with them
en bloe. The money from the Trust Funds
had been applied to purposes that they should
not have been applied to. The Treasurer
should see that those Trust Funds were
utilised for the progress of the country, such
as the erection of workers’ dwellings and
for advances to settlers. The Government
should never have put £1,500,000 into State
enterprises. The Treasurer should see that
the money was not expended in the wrong
avenue. Thev could take Irvinebank

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman is not going to discuss the
details of expenditure from Loan or Trust
Tunds. He may do that on the respective
votes,

Mr. KERR: He was not dealing with
details, but, more or less, with the principle
on which those funds were utilised. He
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kuew that adjustments were made by pre-
vious Treasurers, but never to the extent
that adjustments were required to-day. One
of the planks of the Opposition
18 p.m.] was sound finance; but that
policy had not been carried oub

by the present Government.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
Treasurer had replied to the hon. member
who had just resumed his seat, particularly
with regard to exchanges, by pt.ttmg him off
with a wave of the hard, and leading him
to think that, probably, the extra amount of
some £12,000 of the £50,000 for “Commis-
sion, Exchange, &ec.,”” provided in the Esti-
mates was for the new loan.

The TREASURER: Not necessarily.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: He would like the
Treasurer to let them know what the expenses
were on the last occaslon in connection with
this particular vote. They had a right to
know what amount was spent. He noticed
that £38,000 was provided last year.
hThe TREASURER: We spent £400 more than
that

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He was obliged to
the hon. gentleman, who said that £38,400
was p1ov1ued for the year ending 30th June
last. Why was there such a big increase as
£12,000 provided for this year? What
arrangements were made in connection with
the flotation of the loan which, for the
moment, was suspended so far as flotation
in Queensland was concerned ?  Were any
special arrargements made in that regard?
It was thought, judging by the Government
Loan Bill which was introduced recently,
that they would have to go immediately on
the local market.

The TrEASURER : You will find no statement

of mine which will lead you to think that.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man was an adept at side-tracking. What
was the reason for hurrying through that
Bill? The hon. gentleman knew that it was
necessary for the Government to raise money.

The TREASTRER : Not immediately.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: So far as he could
see, the Government put their hand on pretty
well everything that was available. The
hon. gentleman had almost a mania for
trying to get his hands on money. (Laugh-
ter.) They knew that several things had
happened.

The TREASURER: One thing that happened
when you were Trcasurer was that the people
fired you out.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: This Government
had done two or three things which had been
noticeable to everybody. One was that they
had taxed the people until they could scarcely
tax them any more; the people could not
bear any further burden. The Committee
wanted to know, if £50,000 was the amoant
expected to be necessary for exchanges hefore
the New York loan was floated, what was
hikely to be the amount charged this vear?

The TREASURER: I am not a clairvoyans

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No. and he xnew
the hon. gentleman was not a good Treasurer
There were facts in connection with the Ksti-
mates which showed that, so far as the
Treasury was concerned, there had heer., and
there was continuing to be, wilful political
mismanagement.

The TreASURER: No.

[19 OcroBEr.]
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: The fact remained
that they had found the conduct of the
Treasury unsatisfactory—not by the officers
of the department, because anyone would
know that they would try to direct the
Treasurer rightly—a very difficult task.
(Laughter.) The people realised the position
they were in to-day. Finance was the crux
of the position in Queensland to-day. The
hon. gentleman must realise that upon the
Treasurcr t'ea.lly rested a great deal of the
* deflation’ that had taken place. He had
said, “I cannot find the money to continue
the extravagance, and the departments must
cut down.” What he (Mr. Barnes) objected
to was that in the midst of the financial diffi-
culties the Treasurer had not attempted to
grip the big problems which faced Queens-
land. The hon. gentleman had a right to
give them every detail in connection with
various matters.

There were harbour board matters, for
instance, to which he could perhaps refer in
a gcneral way. He urged the Treasurer to
lIook seriously at the finances of Queensland,
and to realise that, while he was making
provision for certain expenditure, the pinch
was upon the people to whom he had a duty
in that regard.

He would like the Treasurer to tell the
Committee whether he knew anyone with the
surname of Griffith, who was in one of the
departments in the far North, and if that
person had received notice of dismissal.

The Trrasurer: That can hardly be dis-
cussed on this vote.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It was a matter
which concerned the Treasurer, and, whether
the information was given on that vote or on
the sugar mills vote, the matter would come
up. If the nohcy of victimisation was going
to be brought into the Treasury, it was a
dangerous thlng The hon. gentleman bluntly
said that he had dismissed a man because
he had the courage of his convictions cutstde.
The man had said certain things which every-
one knew, judging by his actions, were true;
and yet what did the Tmasurer do? The
hen. ‘gentleman had had in the forefront of
his banner all along, ““ No -vistimisation”
yet the very first time that somebody dared
to offend the Serene Highness who presided

over the Treasury, his name had been
marked.

Mr. BRENNAN: You cannot have insub-
ordination.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It was an extra-

ordinary thing that, when a man had views
which ran counter to the hon. gentleman, he
received a letter from the department, The
hon. member for Bowen had taken the matter
up. Telegrams had come from the North,
and the chairman of the shire council said
that this man was an excellent servant and
was doing his work well. @

The Treasurrr: The chairman of the shire
council is not in the Treasury Department.

Hon. W. . BARNES: He was a citizen,
and was fearless in his attitude. The Trea-
surer forgot the plank of “ No victimisation,”
which was in his party’s platform, and acted
against that principle. e asked the Trea-
surer to explain why this man had been
dismissed in such a curt way, although hs
character was good.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. Fihelly, Pad-
dinglon): He desired to reply to the com-
ments of hon. members opposite. The leader

Hon. .J. & Fihellw
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of the Nationalist party referred last year
to the administration of weights and mea-
sures, and he had then informed the hon.
gentleman  that that work | was  divided
between the Treasury and the local authori-
ties.  The local authorities had certain
powers delegated to them, and charged the
necessary fees.

The hon. member for Enoggera devoted
himself » to what might be called ‘ high
finance,” or ¢ frenzied finance.” One could
not exaggerate the importance of finance in
so far as it related to the Government, but
he was afraid that a young member——

Hon. W. H. Barxes: He is doing very
well.  If other hon. members followed his
example and studied as he does, they would
soon make their mark.

The TREASURER : The statement of the
hon. member for Bulimba, who was a Trea-
surer at one time, dissipated the suggestion
that there might be any jealousy towards the
hon. member for KEnoggera in regard to
financial matters., (Laughter.) The hon.
member for Enoggera referred to the sum
of £145,000, and by some mysterious wave
of a magic wand deduced the conclusion
that the Government had a surplus of
£112.000. The surplus was £154,000, of
which £145,000 was devoted to the liquida-
tion of past deficits.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE :
party.

The TREASURER: If the hon. member
would look in the newspapers, he would
find that the Government were endeavouring
to renew £700,000 of Treasury bills which
represented the deficits of Governments of
hon. members opposite. The hon. member
for Bulimba brought up two matters. One
was that the vote for commission and ex-
change had risen from £38,000 to £50,000.
They had spent £38,400 last year and
expected to spend £50,000 this year. They
were paying now an interest bill in London
of over £3,000,000. The £1,000,000 floated
at the Bank of ¥mngland last year, which
was not taken altogether, represented at
least £60,000 extra in interest at 6 per cent.,
or £50,000 extra at 5 per cent. They had to
pay commission, exchange, and the like, and
1t mounted up. To use the phrase of the
hon. member for Enoggera, they could not
juggle with that account.

The hon. member for Bulimba had raised
the question of a gentleman who had recently
been dismissed from the Proserpine sugar
mill. He could not discuss the matter at
that stage, but he would give the hon.
gentleman full information with regard to
the dismissal and the opportunity of perusing
the papers which had his minute upon them.

Hon. W. H. BarnNES: I have all the parti-
culars. They do not reflect credit upon you.

The #*REASURER: The only member
who had approached him in that matter was
the hon. member for Oxley. He said to
that hon. member, * Take the papers and
look at them; I have put my own minutes
upon them.” He had dealt with that officer
in the only way in which an insubordinate
officer could be dealt with. Ther could not
conduct the affairs of the department if they
were going to allow gross insubordination.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Was there any insub-
ordination during his working hours?

The TREASURER : That was immaterial.

(Ironical Opposition laughter.) At that stage
he merely protested against any suggestion

[fon. J. Ad. Fihelly.
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that he was endeavouring to evade a discus-
sion.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: He had the highest
recommendations.

The TREASURER: He certainly would
not get any recommendation from him.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): No
information had yet been given as to when
the Treasurer anticipated placing on the

market the loan authority to raise which
had recently been granted by Parliament.
There seemed to be some very grave doubt
as to what was going to be the net amount
of the loan floated in New York. No doubt,
it would assist to pay the amount which the
hon. gentleman not only had to borrow from
the Bank of England, but which he had to
get renewed. The hon. gentleman knew that
the Agcent-General at the end of December
last had to show that there was practically
no money in the till in London. Was the
hon. gentleman going to the old country to
make his peace? Was he going to make
some effort to re-establish the good name of
Queensland in the old country?

Mr. BRENNAN : Re-establish the old link.

Hox. W. H. BARNES : The hon. member
for Toowoomba would do certain things
willingly.

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. gentle-
man will discuss the Hstimates.

Hon. W, H. BARNES: He was endea-
vouring to do it, but other hon. members
were sidetracking him. In the interests of
the State, they had a right to know when
the Treasurer was likely to place a portion
or the whole of that lcan upon this or any
other market. The Bill did not impose any
restriction on the hon. gentleman, and, if
he wanted to add .millions to Queensland’s
debt, he could do it. He need scarcely point
out that this Government had put on the
community burdens which had never been
put on them in anything like the same
proportion previously.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington): Scme confusion existed in the
mind of the hon. member for Bulimba.
The Loan Bill passed a fortnight ago had
nothing whatever to do with the loan in
America or any other loan for a specific
amount. It was an authorising measuve. The
Government had ample authority to fioat a
loan to the extent of over £3,000,000. The
only  other question the hon. gentleman
required answering was whether the Govern-
ment were going to float a local loan. They
would, first of all, endeavour to negotiate
the extension or conversion of the £700 000
deficits bequeathed to them bv the Opposi-
tion, whose deficits falling duc next year
amounted to £1,124,000. Fortunately for the
Government, in the amalgamation of the
State and Commonwealth Savings Bank,
£400,000 Treasury bills had been retained
in the Bank. They had renewed that at 4%
per cent. for twenty vears—an excellent bar-
gain, he thought. The other £709.000 they
would endeavour to float as soon as possible.
Advertisements were appearing in the Press
now explaining that transaction. Following
that he thought they could see their way
pretty clearly for some time. They were now
down to an average loan expenditure of
£2,500,000 a year.

Mr. Epwarps: Are you going to lend
any to the local authorities?

The TREASURER: At the present time
it was far better to invest in connection with



Supply.

the developmental work of local authorities
than to spend money in bunilding railwayvs.
A% a suitable time the House would be
informed if it were proposed to float any
further loan in London, in Australia, or in
America.

Mr. S1zer: Will the House be sitting?

The TREASURER :
nect a seer.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): He wanted to draw
the attention of the Treasurer to the fact that
the hon. gentleman was administering the
affairs of the Treasury for I’arlnmmt and
not for & party. On fiuancial matters they
should be well mformed, and there should be
no hesitation in giving hon. members the
fullest information. He hoped the Treasurer
would be more inclined to stick to the dollars
than he had done to the notes. The notes had
vanished very quickly, because they were
common currency. Ie noticed the Treasurer
had said the Government had reduced their
deficit of 1916-17 by issuing Treasury bills.
That was nob a reduction. Lt was passing it
on to the future and saddling posterity with
the burden. It made the Government look
all right; but it was bad business for
the country. The Opposition members were
concerned with the advancement of the
ceuntry. The Government should live within
their income, and do everything possible to
see that every pound or dollar earned its full
value. If the Treasurcr did that, it would
not be & question of living from lean to loan,
or from recess to recess, but of living from
vear to year, and dcvolop'nv the country so
that it would be wealth- preducing, and their
revenue would be equal to their expenditure.
Ther would be sble to redues the amount of
taxation which it was necessary to impose on
the eountry, and give industry a chance. Up
to the present time the hands of the (JOVOIH—
ment had besn upon the throat of industry,
and every ftime more money was required
the grip tightened. To-day industry was
almost strangled.  Let the Treasurer make a
name for himszelf by studying economy.

Question put and passed.

He was a Treasurer,

ANALYST.
The TREASURER (Hon. J.
LPaddington) moved—
“That  £8,139 be
¢ Analyst.)

By a sceutiny of the Estimates, hon. members
would fnd the staff had been reduced by
one, and that the vote represented an
increase of £173 over that of last year, which
covered merely automatic increases
ent members of the staff.

Question put and passad.

A. Tibelly,

granted  for

HARBOTUR# ANT) RIVERS,
The TREASURER (Hon. J.
Paddington) moved—
““That £4,006 be granted for
bours and Rivers.’”
This vote, in the main, was for the Dry Dock.
They were asking for £109 more than was
voted last year. The staff had been reduced
by one. Speaking from memory, he thought
they were doing with one wstchman less.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): He would like to
urge upon the Treasurer the benefit which
would accrue to Brisbane if they had alarger

dock.

A. Fibelly,

‘Har-

The TreastRER: You know that is not
practical politics just now.
1921-5¢
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Mr. SWAVYNE: He did not recognise that
at all. Hundreds of thousands of pounds had
been spent on other enterprises, not onc of

which had done so much good as
[8.30 p.m.] a larger dock would have done.

Only tHe othm day a represtnta-
tive of a large shipping firm, with engineer-
ing works here  said that somothmg like
£20,000 or £40.000 of work went South every
vear because of the lack of a larger dock in
Brisbane. He knew how generally it was
deplored that there was so little work in the
trade here, and that there was not room for
their young people to learn it. That would
be largely set right if they had a larger dock,
The Govornmenb had latelr been successful
in floating a loan, and he trusted that
instead of putting the money into State enter-
prises, most of which had resulted in losses,
and not one of which had made work for
ancther individual——

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber will not be in order in discussing the
St«zte enterprizes on the Harbours and Rivers
vote.

Mr. SWAYNE: He was simply pointing
out that the money spent in that way would
be far better spent on another dock, and also
assist to cope with the unemploxnﬂont prob-
](\m He thought they had four docks in
Sydney, each 800 feet long, and the result was
that a large amount of work went to Sydney
that might be kept here.

Question put and passed.

LAND AND INCOME TAX.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. M. Fihelly,

Paddington) moved—
“That £51.915 be granted for
and Income Tax.’
It was purely a clerical vote. There was en
increase of nine officers and about £5,000 in
the total vote.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): e would like to
know what the Treasurer intended to do
about the proposal to average the incomes of
primary producers over a period?

The TREASURER: T shaH table that Bill this
week or early next week

:\/1, MOORM: H*Q

¢ Land

was wondering what
effect that Bill was going fo have on the
income tax receipts. He imagined the receipts
had already been reducad very considerably.

The TreastrER: We allowed for that.

Mr. MOORE: They had not allowed for
the general reduction that must take place
owing to the slump in the price of cattle and
stock generally.

The TrREASURER: So far the receipts ave
above the anticipations.

Mr. MOORE: That might be so, but they
had not yet felt the cf‘euts of the slump
What had been coming in had been coming
in for last year. When the income ts
forms were sent out it was not made clear
that a man engaged in dairying or agricul-
ture could deduct the amount of his land
tax from his income tax. That, he thouyht,
Lad been proved coneclusivels by the report
of the Commissioner, which showed that only
£2,610 had bcen allnwed under that head.

Had the farmers known that they were
allowed to deduct their land tax, it would
have made a great deal of difference. They

only showed 1t as a deduction from income,
which was a very different thing.

The TrREASURER: We have not found one
who has not deducted it.

A Moore.]
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Mr. MOORE: He had found five members
in that Chamber who had failed to deduct it.
They had put it In as a deduction from
income instead of deducting it from income
tax. The same subterfuge was adopted last
vear, and the Commissioner was coilec’rmv
tax which he had no right to collect merely
because the people did ot know what they
had a right to deduct. The income tax form
was too intricate for them to make out. They
were always being told that the farmers paid
a very small amount; but, when they came
to look Into the questlon they would find
that in land and income tax they were pav-
ing a very consldelable amount. The amount
of 1emlssmns also was very small, and there
was always difficulty in securing remissions.
A man might make oub a perfectly clear
case, and yet it took months and months even
to get a reply. He knew of some cases in
which they had not got any reply at all.

The TrEASURER: Perhaps they did not put
in a return.

iir. MOORTE: They put in returns. The
Commissicner was very careful about that.
A large number also were paying tax at the
rate for undeveloped lands, becausc they did
not understand that, if they had a paddock
on which they were running stoch, they
could put down thcxr value as lYYlplo\'Oants
for the purposs of determining whether the
land wes undeveloped or nct.

The TrEssurtR: I will accept any sound
suggestiors you mals,

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer accepted
thom, but that was the last they heard of
them. In the Commissioner’s report they

would find that the taxable income of dany
f&lme;s who were 'supposcd to have made
huge p1o;xt‘ during the last couple of years,
stoppeu short at £1,600—not one of them
went over that amount—whereas almost all
tho other classes of taxpayers went on beyond
it. He was satisfied that prices had fallen to
such an extent that farmers were going to be
very hard put to it this year to pay their
tax. Prices of cream and milk had fallen
to pre-war levels. (Government dissent.) In
Queensland the price of milk for cheese
was 45d. per gallon, which it was in 1914,
although he admitted that the price of chees
was hl@her to-day than it was then. Still,
the prices of material and the cost of pro-
duction were higher.

The TREASURER : As a matter of fact, butter
is dearer to-day here than it is in Victoria.

Mr. ’OORE Buttor was going down here
every A large number of farmers would

y.
have o pay income tax when they would not -

have the wherewithal to pay it.

The Treastrer: They will be very gener-
ously dealt with.

Mr. MOORE: They had heard all that
sort of thing about the land tax, but look
at the amount of the remissions! He was
doubtful, because he had found that so many
promises had not been kept. They were told
that the land tax was going to fall on the
owners of large city propertizs, The amount
of land tax collected on town and city lands
was £207,131, whereas the tax collected on
country lands was £252,317, and, when they
recognised that only 8 per ‘cent. of the land
in Queensland had been ali=nated and was
iiable to pay tax, they would realise what a
burden it was to the man on the lJaund. They
had also to realise that the heaviness of the
tax on large estates had depreciated the
value of the land to such an extent that the

[ 7. Moore.
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value of the adjoining land was depreciated
too—it wus not so much the amount of money
the owners of that adjoining land had to
pay as the depreciation of its value that
bmdenod them.

Mr. PEAsE: Do you ever read the advertise-
mc*]ts of sales of farms?

Mr. MOORE: He did, and he could show
the hon. member land on the Western line
within 150 miles of Brisbane which was
cheaper to-day than the price paid for it
thirty or forty years ago.

The TRI‘A%LRER Have you read an account
of the sales at Kenilworth?

Mr, MOORE: He did not know where
the place was. They could buy land cheaper
on the Downs alongside the railway than it
could be bougkt for before the railway was
built. When the railway was bullt the land
was bought for £1 10s. per acre, and now
it could be boaght for £1 5s. owing to the
tasvation of the present Gevernment.

The TreasURER : Take a place like Widgee
Serub—that wes sold for 2s, 6d. per acre
and bought back at £2 per acre.

Mr. MOOHL,. He was not dealing with
scinib land; he was dealing with mdmaxy
qg,u(‘ultmal land.

The IOME SECRETARY :
the tax?

Mr. ZMOCRE: The taxes should not be
collected to the extent they were being col-
lected to-day. An amount of £2460, 000 had
been cngctcd by this Government in six
vears in taxes that had not been collected
v# any previous Government.

The ok SECRETARY : A poll tax
stopped out of the men’s pay
Government came in.

. I\iOORT He was not talking about
a poll tax. XEvery working man in Queens-
land had to pay a poll tax if he wanbed to
work. e had to pay a noll tax to join a
urion. Over £11,000.000 had been collectad
in land and income tax sincoe this Govern-
ment came intc power.

The Hoye Skczerany: In the big cities.
Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman should

Who ought to pay

was
before this

look at the land tax tables to sce whether
the big citics or the country people svere
paying the land tax. The tax derived from

city ‘vnd town lands was £207,000,
the tax derived from counth
£2ﬁ2,517

The TREASURER:
ceuntry areas

Mr. MOORE : It was purely countly land.
ho‘l members opposite were always talking
about the city man paying the land tax.
He did not.

Mr. BrepiNGTON: Does not the producer
pay the storekeeper’s tax?

Mr. MOORE: The enormous amount of
£2,410,000 was derived last year in income
tax from the small populatlon of 750,000.

The Treastrer: The working man is
protected though.

Mr. MOORE: Why did the Treasurer go
back on his own statement that it was the
wml\.ng man who suﬂelr’d and the producer
who patd? The worker had suffered because
ot the amount of taxation that was dragged
out of his pocket by the Government. The
people did not believe the Treasurer’s state-
mwent at the time he made it, but they could
see that it was correct to-day.

whereas
lands was

The country towns and
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The TREASUFZR: ¥You cannot convince a
person who pays income tax that he does not
pay it.

Mr. MOGORE : Surely the hon. gentleman
did not suppose that the big business houses
paid their own income tax? The people
who bought the gocds had to pay it. Tie
primary producers had to pay it, Leoause
they could not add thke tax to the price of
their produce.

The HoMe SECRETARY : Why
1 Queensland,
than
State?

My, MOORE: He did not know that it
was.

Mr. Corsgr: Victoria is not a butter-
importing State at the present time.

3Ir. MOORE: Only about 5 per cent. of
the butter preduced in Quu\naland was sold
locally. According to that morning’s paper,
a record number of boxes for this tim» of
the year had been put in the cold stors for
grading. Al thoss "matters counted when
it,came to the development of the land. It

#s a bad thing for Quecn :land when that
nmonnt of taxation had to be taken from the
development of the land. The Government
“om beginning to recognise tha destitution

it distress that was brought about by their
euovmous taxation. Hon. members opposite
had spoken about the unequal distribution of
wealtil; but it was not the unequal distribu-
tion of weslth, but the unequal use of the
money, that matfeled One man pnt his
brains into his job and another would no!
and the result was that the man who worked
got more money than the other man.

Mr. BRENNAN interjected.

The TrE4SURER: You will agree with the
hon. member for Toowoomba that he grow
the best wheat on the Downs last seasomn.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will pay less attention to
the interjections and more attention to the
vote under discussion.

Mr. MOORE: It was a very serious
matter, and as they might be closing the
seszion ab any time they would be still in
the same unfortunate po<1hon thu«t they had
been in years past—of paying heavy tax in
one good season out of four. There was the
unfortunate position of the wheatgrowers
who had no wheat one year and had to pay
a double dose of taxation the next year. It
was unfortunate that these people should
have to Jbay a double tax, fmd it should be
averaged over a numhu of years. They
wanted a BRill brought in, but he was afraid
it was not gomg to b hought in when he
saw the estimate put down for inrome tax
for the year. He was sure the Tressurer
was going to be a long way out in his esti-
ruate if that Bill was taken into consideration.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddiagton) : He hoped they were not going
to have any serious dissertation on taxa-
t?cm on that vote. An opportunity had
been given on the Financial Statement and
the Address in Reply. At the end of the
week, or some time next week, he would
introduce an amending taxation measure

is butter dearer
\\hlch is an exporting State,
in Victoria, which is an importing

to deal with the averaging or carrying over .

of the incomes of those engaged in agricul-
tural and dairying pulsmts when hon. mem«
bers would have an ample opportunity of
debating the merits or demerits of the faxa-
tion system. The hon. member for Aubigny
was dubious about the amount the Govern-
ment would get from taxation that year. So
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far their forecast was ploving pretty
accurate, and they were getting in all the
revenue thev had to get in, though it would
not be as much as last year. IHon. members
could rest assured that what there was they
would have. The matter of repudiation so
dear to the hon. member for Kennedy could
not be dealt with on this vote. That was
gone and done with.

Mr. Joxrs: I am not done with it,
there are a lot more besides me.

The TRE XSURER It was quite hopeless
attempting to desl any further with the vote.
The Jrnc; sitting day had rather upset the
equanimity of hon. members opposita,

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): If there was one
department that the Government had builg
up, it was the Taxation Depmtment The
Premier had stated that the State and the
Commonwealth would get the two Taxation
Departments under one roof, so that the
two sets of taxes would be collected by the
onc s¢t of machinery. He understood that
rensonsable conditions for the amalgumation
of the Commonwealth and State Taxation
Departments had  been drawn up and
adopted by some of the States. It would
be a good thing—Ilooked at from the view-
roint of cconomy—to amalgamate the two
departmants, because it would enable the
Government to save money which mlght be

and

used to provide employment in other
avenues. It would also enable them to
reduce taxation somewhat. The Country

party were anxious to secure the averaging
of taxation over w» certain peried, particu-
lavly in the stock and dairying industries.
Tho Treasurer stated that the Bill was
Imxly to be introduced very Cd,lly but now
notice had been given of a motion of want
uf confidenes in the Government the Opjosi-
tion would probably have an opportunity of
bringing 1t forward themselves.

The State had certainly built up this
department. In 1914, when the Government
came iuto office, there was not one peuny of
lsnd tax collected in this State—that was
the preserve of the local authorities.

{9 p.m.}

The TresastRErR: Do you know why there
was no land taxation?

Mr. CORSER : Because past Governments
were always anxicus to balance ths ledger,
and show a reasonable surplus, without tax-
ing the people whom they should be encour-
aging instead of taxing off the land—that
was, the man who owned a bit of frechold.

Mr, T Would you impose a poll tax?

I’rAsE @
M. CORSER:

The Labour party imposed
a poll tax on

every man who joined
a union. When a past Governmeat ixflicted
a poll tax in a bad year a long time
age there was a great protest, because a
zecticn of the people who were not con-
tributing taxation were called upon to pay
10s.; but the real reason for hon. members
opposite objecting to it was because they
wanted the right reserved to themselves to
place s tax on anyone before he could obtain
emplmment No man could obtain an indus-
trial job without paying that poll tax. That
went towards organising for Labour purposes.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member knows that that has nothing to do
with the vote.

Mr. CORSER: He would not refer to it
any further. (Laughter.) They found that
the income tax for 1915-16 was only £766,559.
Previous to this Government coming into

Mr. Corser.]
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office £600,000 was sufficient income tax to
get from the taxpayers; but to-day they had
established a record for increasing taxation.
Instead of £600,000 being collected for income
tax, they were now collecting £2,410,171 per
annum. They would not mind if that income
tax went towards making the investments or
the businesses of the State prosperous; but
they found that £1,750,000 of it went towards
making right the bad management of the
railways.

At 9.5 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Coorrr (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. CORSER: They protested against the
land tax, because they thought that the right
of land taxation should be preserved for local
authorities. There was a Federal land tax
on £5,000 worth of land and over, which, in
many instances, was a very just tax. They
should not impose a State land tax when
they had such vast unalienated areas of land.
Why should they call upon the pioneers who
took up land in the earlier days to pay land
tax ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
in Queen strect!

Mr. CORSER : That was the old kerosene-
case pifflc that they heard at election times.
The land tax was part of the Government’s
policy of destruction of frecholds. They were
not going to confiscate freeholds, although
that was really their policy; but they were
going to bring about confiseation by taxing
people off the land—they did not want any-
one to hold frechold. As soon as the Oppo-
sition had an opportunity of getting into
office they would deal fairly with frechold
landowners, and enable anyone to decide
whether they would have that better form
of tenure in the interests of the State. He
sincerely hoped that the Minister was going
to infroduee, at the earliest possible date,
a Bill to allow of the averaging of the
income tax, more particularly with regard
to rural industries.

The TreaASTEER: I will do so this week or
next week.

Mr. CORSER : As the Minister gave them
that assurance, they would let the vote go
through.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE (Oxley) : He thought
that, if any of the 40,000 taxpayers in Queenz-
land were to be present to-night and see the
hilarity with which the vote was being
treated, thev would be somewhat disgusted
and disappointed. In discussing this vote,
he wanied hon. members to understand that
they were really discussing a tax upon thrift
which existed in Queendmnd They could, if
they wished, putp their finger on one of the
malin reasons why Queensland was stagnat-
ing at the present time; but, instcad of that,
hnv treated the question with a levity and
hilarity which was most unbecoming, and
which did not help to re-establish that con-
fidence which was so essential. Te was not
going to enter into a discussion as to the
(ﬁ"ect of the income tax, because he did not
think the vote penmtted of it, and they had
the Treasurer’s statement that the amend-
ment of the Income Tax Act was to be intro-
duced before the session closed.

There were one or two matters in connec-
tion with that vote on which he wanted infor-
mation. In the first place, he would like
to know from the Treasurer just when the
effects of the super tax would disappear. I

[Mr. Corser.
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was within the knowledge of the Committee
that the super tax was imposed for the dura-
tion of the war and a certain period there-
after, and ho would like to know just when
the time would arrive when they would
impose no further super tax, and he would
like information as to eAactly what revenue
last year was derived from the super tax. He
found that from companies, both foreign and
local, the Government received somcthmz
like £13O 000 in super tax, but, when he came
to look for the super tax which wes collected
from individuals, he could not find any table
giving that information. He should appre-
ciate it very much if the Treasurer would
give that information, because they had $o
lcok forward to the time when the super tux
was going to be wiped out and when the
revenue at present derived from that source
would disappear.

Fie asked the Treasurer some time during
the present session whether the pastoral lease-
holders had claimed any rebate on the amount
which they had paid in,income tax by reason
of the refrospective rénts which had been
imposed on them. During the year endsd
30th June 1820, #£16,201 was collected in
respect of those retrospective rents, and for
the year ended 30th June, 1921, £349,522 was
collected by the same means of extortion.
It seemed inconceivable that the men who
were called upon to pay retrospective rents
to such an enormous extent had not made
some claim for a rebate of income tax. The
Treasurer had informed him in answer to
his question that no such claim had been
made, but possibly by now the hon. gentle-
man had some different information on the
subjert.  All those rebatcs of income tax
which were claimed were going to reduce
whatever additional revenue the Government
were deriving from the imposition of the
ratrospective rents,

Another point on which he wanted informa-
tion was this: He had been endeavouring
to ascertain the true position in regard to the
State cattle stations, and to find out ]us’ what
income tax the State would have derived from
the holders of those cattle stations if they had
1ot been acquired by the State (lovernment.
The State had a large circle of those stations
now, and had replaced by Siate enterprises
quite a number of individuals who were
conducting those stations privainly, and there
was no doubt the Income Tax Commissicner
dnri\ed a very considerable amount of rev-
eniue by tawation from those private owners.
In order to arrive at a truc comparison
betweon the effects of State management as
against private managemont of those stations,
it .would be very interesting to know exactly
what revenue the Income Tax Commissioner
derived from those station owncrs for the
three zears prior to their acquisition by the
State.” The Treasurer, in answer to a quis-
tien some time ago, stated that in about a
fortnizht’s time the information would be
available, and he would vers much like tfo
have thst information. They were in the
lap of the gods so far as the closure of
the :ession was concerned, and they had to
be thankful for small mercis«,  Progress
was forced on quite unmindful as to what the
community required or what the representa-
tives of a majority of the people sitting on
that side of the Chamber asked for. They
must be thankful for small mercies, and they
Jooked forward to the time when respensible
Government would again be introduced.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): Cer-

tain statements were made from the other
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side of the Chamber from time to time in
regard to the tax paid in Queensland as
compared with the amount paid in the other
States, and he proposed to compare the
taxation paid in Queensland in connection
with land tax and income tax with the
taxation pald in New South Wales, Victoria,
and South Australia.  Queensland at the
present time paid a land tax equal to 12s. 5d.
a head over a population of 750,000 people.
That land tax was introduced in 1915.
Before 1915, they paid no land tax at all.
In New South Wales they paid id. per head
over a population of 2,096,000; Viectoria,
over a population of 1,530 OOO people paid
a land tax equal to 4. 3d, per head; in
South Australia, with a population of 494 867,
they paid a land tax of 6x. 3d. per head.

The TrEASURER: Why not say how much
it amounts to per taxpayer?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: IIs was giving
the amount per “head for the whole of the
people in the State. In regard to income
tax in Queensland, they p'ud an amount
equal to 63s. 10d. per head; in New South
Wales they paid equal to 925, 10d. per head;
In Victoria they paid 12s. 1d. per head; and
in South Australia they paid 224, per head.
Yet their .-friends on the other side expected
the primary producers of this State to pro-
duce foodstuffs as cheaply as they could in
the other States. It did not matter whether
& man worked in the city or worked in the
country, the fact remained that for every
man they hzd on the land and for every
woman and child in the State, they psid a
land tax in Queensland equal to 12s. 5d. per
head. The same thing applied in connection
with income tax. It was all very well to
ask, “ Why don’t you specify the people
Vho pay income tax and land tax?” It
was the people as a whole who paid the
tixes. Ivery man, woman, and child on a
farm was, called upon to pay 63s. 10d. per
head in income tax, due to “he svmpathy
shown to the man on the land by the Trea-
surer and other hon. moembers on the other
side. Many hon. members did not appreciate
the fact that the Country party had
repeatedly asked that income should be
averaged over a period of five vears in
regard to income tax. Ie understood that
the Treasurer had made a definits statement
that he was going to take that matter into
consideration.

The TrEasURER: I said definitely that this

week or early next weck I will introduce
a Bill
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. gentle-

man was_going down to Melbourne ‘ery
shortly, Was he going to take the Bill down
there ‘with him?

The Treasvrer: 1 am going to table the
Bill here. Even if it is necessary to *“ gag”
the Opposition, that Bill will be passed this
session,

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He knew the
Tressurer was capable of *‘ gageing”’ any-
body, and it was a pity he did not “gag ™
himself occasionally.” {(Laughter.) He was
very pleased to have the hon. gentleman’s
assurance that he was going to introduce a
Bill to provide for the average of incomes
over a certain period. It was going to make
a very vast difference whether the Treasurer
was going back to 1918, 1819, and 1920, or
was going to confine it only to 1920 and 1921.

He hoped the Treasurer would consider the
incidence of the income tax in regard to the
reserves of co-operative companies. At the
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present time they had many co-operative
companies which were unable to build up
reserves owing to the fact that they were
called upon to pay very heavy income tax
on the reserves they were carrying forward.
No one would deny that the co-operative
companies invariably usecd their reserves for
the very best purpose. Many of those com-
panies had gone into districts in which the
Secretary for Public Lands was opening up
lands, or had opcned them during the last
two or three years. Without going to the
Government and asking for assistance, they
had started co- operatwb companies and given
them the experienced management theJ had
in their own co-operative Lompamen Only
recently they had the cazs ¢f a company
which, unfortunately, showed a profit of £368
at the end of the year. Perhaps some hon.
gentlemen opposite would argue that co-
operative companies had no rmht to show a
profit; but they had to show a profit at cer-
tain t,mes—thev could not help themselves—
and, when they showed a profit at the end
of the financial year, the Income Tax Com-
raissioner had the pcwer to impose a tax which
took away practically a fifth of the £368.
Let them imagine what it meant to a weak
co-operative company to be called upon by
the Commissioner to pay such a tax on every
£1 they made in the shape of profits;
although, in many instances, at the time
they were called upon to pay that tox the
profit had already been distributed in the
shape of bonus payments. It seemed to be
quite unfair and unreasonable. That money
was not hidden away; it was invested for
the furtherance of the co-operative move-
ment. It was to the co-operative movement
that their friends opposite would have to
look in the future in ovder to bring about
the good feeling they hopad to see brought
ebout between the preducer and the con-
sumer. If ther could produce their foodstuffs
at a rate a little less than it s now, the
Treasurer ought to assist by giving those
co-operativé® companies sonie furt her con-
siderution in the amending BIill he proposed
to bring forward.

Mr. Grenson: You are
Federal income tax.

ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich imagined he knew every-
thing. That hon. member knew very little
about the tax the co-operative companies
were called upon to pay. He (Mr. Rd)mts)
always understood that the justice of a law
was judged by tho capability of the people to
carry the burden imposed upon them. Those
who represented couniry and farming con-
stituenciex knew very well the enormous
burden that was cast upon the shoulders of
fhe small farmers by the incidence of the
State land tax and income tax. They were
tolf! they could deduct their income tax from
their land tax if the income tax wes the
maller amount; and if, on the other hand,
the income tax was larger than the land tax,
they could deduct the land tax. DBut that
did not relieve the situation.

The fall in the price of lanu should receive
tha serious consideration of the Treasurer
They could not send tco capable a man to
revalue the lands at present prices. The
gencral method was to take a land sale.
If a man particularly wanted a certain piece
of land, and paid £1 or £1 10s. an acre more
for it than any other man in the district
would give—and it was absolutely reasonable
that he should, because it would suit him
better than anyone else—the land tax assessor

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]

talking about the



1580 Supply.

invariably came along and said that man had
bought this piece of Tand at, say, £4 an acre,
and therefore the land in the district was
worth £3 an acre unimproved. That was
not a correct deduction. That was what they
had to fight against in the country districts.
The Treasurer should ask the Commissioner
to give him a list of the refunds made during
this financial year. Those refunds plobdbly
were decided upon in May or June of last
year; but, as the Treasurer wanted to show
a surplus, he said, “ We will not pay these
cut till July.” The result was that the
refunds were being made now. If the Trea-
surer would obtain from the Commissioner a
return showing the refunds made, he
believed he would be sstcunded at what if
contained. People asked for refunds who
were absolutely unable to pay the land tax.
Consequently the land tax was unjust and
unifair in its incidence, co far as farming
lands were concerned. The position would
be improved if the Treasurer would accept
the reduction in their land values. The
Government would not de that; their ambi-
tion was to keep up land value\ The Go-
vernment made them prove—in many cases
an impossible task— that the land valdes had
gone down.

The TrREASURER: How would you view, say,
a general valuation for Federal, State, and
100&1 authority affairs?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He did not see
why he should be asked that question.

The TreEasurer: 1 value your advice upon
things on which I have alrcady made up my
mind.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: His advice to
the Treasurer was to give it still further
consideration, and see if he was nob able to
arrive at some satisfactory conclusion. The
Treasurer was quite aware of the fact that
butter and cheese had shown a very con-
siderable fall in price. As late as y N
they had a notification in the Press that
wheat had receded to somewlere in the
vicinity of 4s. 4d. per bushel in Adelaide.
That was going to be a very serious matter
to those farmers who had wheat. He
appealed to the Treasurer to give them an
averags of incomes over a period of at least
five years.

The TREASURER: Wait for the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He would do so.
He had noticed that the following had been
the revenue per head of population in

Queensland : —
£ s d

191415 ... ... 10 12 10 per head.
1915-16 ... ... 11 6 6 per head.
1916-17 ... ... 11 15 5 per head.
1817-18 12 6 8 per head.
1918-19 13 11 2 per head,.
1919-20 15 11 6 per head.
1920-21 17 1 3 per head.

At 9.30 p.m.

The CHAIRMA\I resumed the chair.

They were told that they had to economise,
that times were bad—and they appreclated
the fact that they were bad. They found it
very difficult to get money and to carry out
the entmprxsos in which they were engaged.
The prices of all the commodities they were
producing had been reduced very consider-
ably, and yet the Government were taking
more money out of their pockets day by day
and week by week. The increase in taxation
fell just as heavily on their shoulders in the
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country as on the shoulders of the people in
the large centres of population, and he
appealed to the Treasurer to give the primary
producers preferential treatmaent in respect
to land and income tax. The land tax had
probably had the desired effect of bursting
up large estates, but it had also kept the
noses of many men on small farms so close
to the grindstone that they never seemed to
get out of one groove. The Secretary for
Railways spoke about getting into a groove.
The man on the land was in a groove because
of the taxes that the Treasurer and his friends
were continually putting upon him, and he
was likely to remain there for a very long
time unless the Treasurer gave him far more
sympathetic treatment in the future than in
the past. He claimed to be the friend of the
man on the land.
The TrReASURER: The friend of mankind.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He was not
going to fight him on that-point, but, if he
was the friend of the farmer, let him bring
a certain amount of common sense and sweet
reasonableness to bear on the amending Biil
he proposed to introduce, in which case he
{Mr. Roberts) felt sure they would obtain 2
measure that would give them some relicf.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowsomba): The
farmers did not appreciate the actions of
members like the hon. member for Pittsworth,
who came into the Chamber and made wild
statements about the ‘ poor unfortunate
farmers.” Those men had got a very good
return and were very pleased with the Labour
Government. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: How did you
get on amongst the farmers at the last
election?

Mr. BRENNAN: They gave him an equal
vote, He found from the Commissioner’s
report that last year 669 cane farmers paid
£20,236 in income tax, or .94 per cent, of the
total tax; that 563 dairy farmers paid
£6,009, or .28 per cent. of the total tax; and
that 122 fruit farmers paid £1,589, or .07 per
cent. of the total tax, and 621 mixed farmers
raid £7,173, or .33 per cont. of the total tax
They knew that farmers had been taken down
by being put on land in places where they
had to chg themselves out, as it were, and
yvet they were paying very little land tax.
On page 2 of the sixth annual report of the
Commissioner on l.and Tax, he found that
the number of farmers who owned land
valued at £1,280 and under was 11,518, the
amount of tax charged being £184659 or
4.06 per cent. of the total tax charged on all

lands. Why was there a continual roar about
farmers from hon. members on the other
side? The farmers were well off to-day.

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS: Where are they
well off 7

Mr. BRENNAN: In every part of his
electorate. But they had so many scarecrows

representing them and telling them that they
were ruined that they did not get a fair
show.

Mr. J. H. C..RoBerTs: They tell me there
is nothing better than you up there for the
caterpillar pest. (Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN: He was not going to
allow these champions of Chinese labour to-
pretend to be the friends of the farmers and
say that the farmers did not pay tax. The
farmers objected to be treated in that way.
The hon. member for Pittsworth was unfair
in coming into the House in his bellicose,
bombastic way and decrying the farmers,
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particularly as he had no scat left to him
to-day. The people on the Downs could not
stand that kind of defamation.

Mr, J. H. C. ROBERTS: You are never up
there,

My, BRENNAN: He was there to protect
the farmers, and protest against the conduce
of such misrepresentatives of the farmers as
the hon. mewmbers for Drayton, f.ast Too-
woomba, and Aubigny. The farmers did not
object to pay taxes, because they were doing
well to-day, and they were proud to be under
a Labour Government. (Opposition laughter.)
True farmers’ representatives must do some-
thing to protect their rights and protest
against the actions of calamity howlers, thosa
dirty birds of Queensland on the other side,
who were always fouling their own nest:.
Whilst he was in that Chawmber he would
always protect the Darling Downs, which b
had always represented faithfully.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): He would
challenge the Treasurer, and the hon. gentle-
man could refer the matter to the Taxation
Commissioner for his opinion. e would
ask the Treasurer to got the information
from the Commissioner for Taxes as to how
much land tax would have to be paid by
a man who purchased 1,000 acres of land for
£4,300. That was the amount of land bought
by many people who came from the South
and who purchased land with the intention
of dividing it between their sons afterwards.
Land taxation had already confiscated 25 per
cent. of the value of such a farm.

The TREASURER : Seeing that you know all
this, why not take us intc vour confidence
and tell us who this person is, where the
land is, and what tax is paid?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It applied to any
amount of land on the Darling Downs.

The TrEASURER: If there is any amount,
you surely can quote one instance.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The amount of tax
could be capitalised at 6 per cent., and he
challenged the hon. gentleman to say that
that would not wipe out £1,000 of that
£4,000. Still, taxation was charged on the
£4,000. The taxation on that amount was
somewhere about £70 a year, taken at a
guess. A buyer who came along to buy that
1,000 acres would say, ‘ What land tax do
veu pay?” and the reply would be, “ About
£170,”" and the buyer would say, *“ I will have
to give you £1,000 less for your land than
if there was no land tax.” He would chal-
lenge the hon. member for Toowsomba to
go to the Commissioner to find out the
amount of taxation.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brishane): It had
been suggested that, in view of the huge
success accomplished in regard to the amal-
gamation of the State and Commonwealth
Savings Banks, the (Government might give
consideration to the proposal to unify the fand
aud income tax systems of the State and Com-
monwealth. If, as had been pointed out, one
taxation authority in a community would
be quite sufficient to meet the exigencies of
the situation, all the necessary adjustments
cculd be made afterwards. If, as they were
assured by hon. members opposite, the opera-
tion of the land and income taxes was irk-
some, he ventured to assert that they were
made doubly irksome by the fact thab there
were two separate taxing authorities. The
simplification, the amalgamation, or unifica-
tion of the two systems surely must be within
the near future impressed upon the average
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thinking person. The present position could
not be tolerated for ever and ever. He
would like to see the (jovernment take the
inditiative in this regard, seeing that there
had been such a successful ending to the
amalgamation of the Savings Banks. It
might need to be discussed at the conferences
held from time to time by the Premiers and
Treasurers of the various States of the
Commonwealth. The hon. member for Dray-
tonn had mentioned that the land tax was
very heavy on an estate valued at £4.300
uniimproved value. The improved value
could be taken in round figures at twice
that amount, which would bring it to be-
tween £8,000 and £9,000. A farmer who
launched out to that extent was by no means
unable to contribute some little mite towquds
the revenue and the governmental necessities
of the State. Men in that category who
received the benefit from the State iunstitu-
tions quite justifiably should pay land tax,
and such a person, compared with the owners
of estates smualler or larger, was very lightly

treated to-day, as he had shown in the
debate on the Address in Reply. Estates
with an unimproved value of between

£1,000 and £5,000 were in a class which
recelved more consideration comparatively
than estates with an unimproved value of
more than £5000 and Jess than £1,000.
Estates of an unimproved value of less than
£1,000 might reasonably expect more reason-
able consideration than ecstates with a value
of between £1,000 and £5,000. On the
other hand, estates between £1,000 and
£5,000 in unimproved value were exempt
from the operation of the Federal land tax,
which the estates of about £5,000 unim-
proved value had to bear. He brought that
aspect of the question under the mnotice of
the Treasurer in the hope that it would be
equitably dealt with. They had been assured
by hon. members opposite that the land and
income tax was always passed on. How
could that contention be reconciled with the
assertion by the hon.- member for Oxley the
other night that, owing to the burden of
taxation on the community, the taxpayers
were resorting to evasion and deception in
putting in returns because the tax was so
heavy? The hon. member stated that they
were resorting to evasion and deception and
endeavouring to foist upon the Commissioner
untrue returns. If they were doing that in
the commercial world, what became of the
contention of hon. members opposite that
these taxes were always passed on?

Myr. FrercuER: The pastoralists pay 52 per
cent. of the taxation, and they cannot pass
it on.

Mr. FERRICKS: They had passed it on.
The pastoral industry during the past five
vears had made e¢nough to enable them to
pay well the 52 per cent. for years to come.
If that was the position with regard to those
people who were resorting to evasion and
deception, why did they want to contend that
it was the worker, the consumer, and the
producer, and not the taxpayer, who suffered ?

Mr. Sizer: Your party have always main-
tained that.

Mr. FERRICKS: He had always main-
tained it; but what berame of the statements
of hon. members opposite when they advanced
contradictory assertions of that nature? He
thought an effort should be made to bring
about the unification of the Federal and State
syvstems of taxation, because whatever burden
of taxation there might be to-day was

Mr. Ferricks.]
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amplified and increased by there bheing dual
taxation authont]m and the time had
arrived when there should be unification

between the States and ommonwealth in

this regard.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): He would
point out to the Treasurer that the income
tax was really a very expensive tax to col-
lect, as the hon. gentleman would know.
There w as the expense of valuation, and also
expense in connection with appeals. To a
certain extent, a double staff was required,
and a lot of unnccessary work was done.

The TreAsURER: 1 am introducing a Bill
at the end of this week, or early next weck,
dealing with the carrying over of the average.
That will be a very opportune time to dis-
cuss that question. The Bill will go through
this session.

Mr. DEACON:
tax ?

The TrEAsURER: You might discuss it then.

Mr. DEACON : He would defer his remarks
till the Bill came on.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswieh): He desired to
thank the Treasurer and the officials of the
Income Tax Office for what had been done

How will it affect the land

for the industrial co-operative societies in
the State. They had tried for many years
to get a concession from the income tax

authorities, but had been unable to get it
until the Treasurer had given it to them. It
meant s big thing to the people who were
endeavouring to develop the co-operative
movement in Queersiund,  The Opposition
gave the department no credit for giving a
percentage of the income tax to the co-opera-
tive socleties in connestion with their trading
operations. The action of the Government
was to be commended. The Federal Govern-
ment, in addition te taxing these societies,
were scnding round to all the socicties ask-
ing them to submit lists of the names of their
shareholders, so that they might bill them a
second time for the income tax which they
had already taken from them on honuses and
dividessls which they had rveccived. That
¢howed the difference hetween the Labour
Government and the Natiocnal Government,
as repre=ented by hon. members oppesite and
their friends in the Fe ral Houss,  Yet
they found that the ¢l 'umplon of the co-
operstive movement—the hun, member for
Drayton—novor aid a word, and the hon.
memboer for Pittsworth got up and told hon.
members on the Goverminent side that fhu’
did not krow what ther wers talking about
Hon. members opposite  would g‘i\'e the
aepartment credit for nothing. The hon.
member for Dravton speke absut & man
hotding land on the Downs valued at £4,300.
A farm of 240 acres was a living arca on
the Downs. That would give any man a
good living, and bring him an income of
from £500 to £700 a year in an ordinary
season, That meant that the friend of the
hon. member for Drayton, with his 4,300
amOs vas hknlw the place of seventeen men.
With the minimum rate of £500 for each man,
h;s income would be £8500. What would
his Jand tax come to on that income? The
land tax on £4,300 would be, roughly, £80.
which would be deducted from the ;E38 500
income. He would not have to pay it at all,
because he would dedust it from his incoms,
If the land was worth £4,300 now, accord-
ing to the Statement of the hon. member for
Drayton, it was originally worth £5,300,
because the hon. member said it had depre-

[Mr. Ferricks.
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ciated £1,000, which meant that that man
was practically keeping off the land twenty-
five persons who could bhe working the land
and making a living on it. On behalf of the
co-operative movement, he wanted to thank
the Treasurer and the department for what
they had domne for co-operative and trading
socleties.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): It cost the State
something like £51,000 to run the Income
Tax Office, and possibly 1t took a similar
amount to run the Federal office in Brisbane.
If the dual control was done away with, and
the Federal and State land and income taxes
were worked from one office, it would save
the taxpayers of Queensland £50,000.

The TrEASURER: That will be dealt with at
the Premiers’ Conference.

Mr. BRAND: He hoped that the Premier
and the Treasurer would do their utmost to
try and bring about that arrangement. He
understood that Western Australia already
operated its land and income taxes from one
office. The primary producers in the State
would be pleased 1f the proposed arrange-
m>nt was brought about in Queensland. He

did not suppose theve was any-

[10 p.m.] thing more worrying to the

primary producers than the fact

that they had to send in two returns for the

one income. The hon. member for Pittsworth

referred to land valties, and all farmers who

had had anything to do with land valuwers
knew that they were very unsatisfactory.

The TrEASURER: Would you support a Bill
to provide for uniform wvaluations for the
Commonwealth and State purposes?

Mr. BRAND: He would support a Bill
whereby the local authority values would be
taken for land tax purposes. Seeing that
local authorities every few years had to get
competent land valuers to value their land,
he could sce no resson why the Land Tax
Department could not accept the values of
the local authorities. In the vote there was
an atnount of £2,080 for land valuers, and,
if the Treasurer would authorize the Commis-
sloner to accept the local authority valuations,
he could very easily save that amount.

The TREASURER: I am very sorry I cannot
accept your proposition.

Mr. BRAND: They knew the Treasurer
was not going to reduce expenses if he could
possibly assist the primary plOduCOlS by doing
so. The Treasurer would admit that, as far
as possible, the department were taking the
icenl authority valuations to-day.

The TreasvRER : As far as they are reason-
able

Mr. BRAND: In Queonsland to-day, due
to the hivh taxation levied on the people,
the value of land had been reduced very
censiderably.  He was pleased to note that
the Treasurer had intimated that he was af
inst going to bring about the averaging
system.

The TreistrRer: I said I was
introduce a Bill to give relief,

Mr. BRAND: He understood the system
that the Treasurer proposed to adopt was to
allow for losses, He would like to refer to
section 46 of the Land Tax Act, which the
sovernment were so prone to talk about, and
in which provision was made for glantmg
relief to a taxpayer in the case of hardship.
That section read—

T

In any case where it was shown to
the satisfaction of the Commissioner that

going to
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a taxpayer liable to pay land tax has
become 1insolvent, or has suffered such a
loss that the exaction of the full amount
of tax will entail serious hardship, or
that, by reason of drought or adverse
seasons or other adverse conditions; the
returns from the land have been seriously
impaired, the Commis ssioner may release
such taxpayer wholly or in part from his
liability, and the Commissioner may make
such cntries and alterations in the assess-
ment as are necessary for that purpose.’
That was a very good section, but his experi-
ence in that connection had not been alto-
gethel atwfactorv Hon. members would
realise that in the sugar areas in his district
in 1919 and 1920 there had been very serious
losses, and it would be a great hardship,
mdeed if the sugar-growers woere compelled
to pay land tax, Cclfunl'* hey would not
have to pay income tax, as their losses dus-
ing those two years had been very material.
If ‘any class of people should be entitled to
the benefit of the provisions of section 46 of
the Act, it was those people, as they had
just come through a period ‘of two years’
drought. Recently he made application under
that scction for relief in regard to the 1etu1n
which he sent in for land which he owned at
midnight on 30th June last. and the Commis-
sioner informed him that he could not treat
the matter just now, but that he would wait
uutll his income tax was filed for the year
cnding 30th June, 1922. Iie pointed out that
his income tax returns for both 1920 and 1921
showed conclusively that he had had serious
losses. Possibly, in the course of six weeks
or two months, he would be asked to pay his
land tax, as the Commissioner would not
consider the granting of relief until next
vear. That would be of little value to him
or anrone else. If that section was meant to
benefit anyonre, it was meant to give immedi-
ate re slief, and he hoped the Ircammr would
issue instructions that scction 46 should be
interpreted more liberally than had been the
case up to the present. Section 7 of the
Income Tax Act provided that agriculturists
could deduct the amocunt of their land tax
from their income tax payments. Speaking

on thet matter last yesr, as ¥ norted on
page 256 of ¢ Hansard,” ~olume cxxxvi., the
Premier =aid—

‘“As far as the operation of the land
tax i concerned, it does not apply to the
small working farmers.

“Mr. J. H. C. Roberts:
does.

“The PrEMIER: It does not. That is
the kind of misrepresentation the Labour
party continually has to put up with,
There is an exemption to start with, and
then with regard to the land tax ﬂnv)]"mg
to agriculturists, no matter how big their
farms are, they can take the full amount
of land tax they paxd out of the income
tax payable by them.”

He quite realised that all taxpayers who
made an_application under section 7 of the
Income Tax Act would get rclief from that
portion of the land tax. Many farmers did
not know that the provision existed and did
not make application, the result being that
thev did not obtain the relief they should.
It would be a kindly action for the Treasurer
to instruct the Commissioner *o give thab
relief, whether an application was made or
not. The Commissioner could very easily
do it.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): He had turned up
the  Votes and Proceedings’ for 8th Janu-

Of course it
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ary, 1920, and found that he had asked the
Treasurer the following question:—
¢ Speaking in the Federal Parliament

on 23rd October, 1919, Mr. Watt, Federal
Treasurer, stated that he had offered to
collect the States’ income tax for an
amount not exceeding one-third of the
preseut cost to the States. Why did not
the Government of Queensland agree to
the proposal ?”

The reply was—

“The Federal Treasurer’s proposal

was made to the States as a whole a$
a joint conference of Commonwealth and
State Ministers, but was not accepted.
At the same Conference one of the States
offered to collect the whole of the taxes
at half what it was then costing.”

t was just,as well for them to know that

this offer had been made, and turned down

by this Government.

The TressurEr: They appointed a special

Commissioner since that time to lnqulr
into it, and that report is still under
consideration.

Mr. FRY : If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment could collect our taxation for an
amount not exceeding one-third of the pre-
sent cost, 1t was a matter for serious con-
sideration. If other proposals made at those
conferences were treated in the same manner
as this had been, the conferences should be
extended so as to include leaders of Opposi-
tions. The House would then know the
true position, and it would not be necessary
to have it dragged out by some private mem-
ber who accidently heard something about it.

The matter raised by the hon. member for
South Brisbane was worthy of a statement
from the Treasurer in order that the people
would know exuctly how they stood. They
could seo at that time it was question of
one party against another. It might have
Leen considered good tactics at that time,
but he questioned whether ib was a wise
policy to shelve anv proposition coming from
the Commonwealth Treasury which was
L,’Oih" to make for the cheaper administration
of the affairs of the State. Ile would

s«ist, in svery «lirvection hs considered wise,
any attempt of the Commonwealth to take
away from the State any more of its rights,
unloss the State benefitad materially. The

State had given to the Comimoniwe alth rights
which 1t would be hetter off if it now
possessed.  tle questioned whether the hund-

ing over of the Statc Savings Bank was a
wite action.

Mr. Preast: The Commonwealith took mil-
licns of our monev in loans. That did not
stifle industry, did it?

Mr. FRY: The taxation placed on in-
dustry had stifled it, and the hon. member
for Herbert had not raised his voice against
that sort of thing. Taxation might be im-
posed to a much greater extent. The new
objective of the Government party was com-
munism. and the next step In the pregress of
communism was o tax, and tax, and tax
again. Apparently this was a road to the
Soviet systom of government., If it were,
it was usecless raising their voice against the
excessive taxation of the people. because
they would be told it was the policy of the
Government, as laid down by the interstate
conference of the Australian Labour party.
and must be carried out. They also would
be told that taxation was one of the means
by which this state of affairs would be
brought about; and probably they would be

Mr. Fry.]
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told that the Govmnmev»t had the sanction
of the people of the State because they had
received the dirvections of the All-Australia
Labour Conference.

Mr. Grepsox: We will call that “ Fry’s
optical illusion.” {Laughter.)

My, FRY: They could call it anythmg
they liked. Unfortunately for the hon.
gentleman who had interjected, his Premier
had told them, as reported in the ‘ Daily

Standard,’”” that these were communistic
doctrines, and asked whether he had to
swallow them without a struggle. If they

carried out that policy, there would be no
industry to tax; they would all be State
enterprises, which were losing concerns.

The CITATRMAN: Order! The hon. gen-
tleman is not in order in discussing State
ontelpllces on the vote © Land-and Income
Tax.”

Mr. FRY : He wanted to show that all the
losses incurred through these communistic or
socialistic schemes would have to be made
up by taxation of the people.  Where was
the taxation to come from? There was
another view they had to take of it—the
fear which would manifest itself in the com-
munity through State cnterprises starting
in opposition to private cnterprise, and
depriving the State of taxation which might
be drawn from many sources. It was only
fair to the Committee and the country
that the Premier should make a straight-
out statement as to the likely effect of the
new objective on taxation. He believed
that the man on the land was being
taxed far too much, and they should do all
they possibly could to assist him. They should
even go so far as to give him the frechold
of some of their 400,000,000 acres of land,
for by cultivating some of the land which
was now covered with prickly-pear they would
encourage production and be able to raise
some revenue without undue taxation. Rvery
encouragement should be given to the man
who was the backbone of the country; cvery
encouragement should be given to men to
go on the land and become producers. The
man in the city depended on the man on the
land for his foodstuffs, for his raw material
to manufacture in his factories. It must be
apparent that, if a certain amount of money
was required for development in the country,
and, if a portion was taken away, the pro-
ducer who was trying to do his best on the
fand was handicapped and the commniunity
generally suffered. The Treasurer should
make some clear statemoent about his attitude
on the communistic objective of the Austra-
lian Labour party.

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington) . They had heard a good deal
on every vote about the communistic objec-
tive. The Government’s pohov was clearly
defined; they were part of the Australian
Labour party. (Opposition interruption.)
He had only a few minutes, but he wanted
to put the Committee right on the matter
of having one tax- colleutmv amhout e
would o.zoto from the report of the pxoce’»(‘d-
1igs of the Premiers’ Conference of 1920
He (Mr. Fihelly) said—

“In 1018, Mr. Watt said that the Com-
monwealth could collect the State taxes
for about one-half of what the collection
cost the States; in January, 1919, he
said that he could guarantee that the
cost would not exceed the present cost,
and, later in the same month, he said
that the Commonwealth could collect the

Mr. Fry
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taxes for one- t‘nld of what it cost the
Statos to do so.”
Mr, Watt was speaking loosely. An cxpres-
sion of opinion on behalf of the Government
followed : —
. “T would gladly d']’)\\ the Common-
wealth to collect our taxation if they
would <o it for one-third of what we pay.”
Later on, Mr. Hughes said—

“They are prepared, also, to agres to
the establishrent of one ccllecting author-
ity, provided that the States have repre-
scntation on it, What is vour attitude
to that proposal, Mr. Fihellx v

And ha 1cp:19d~

1 wneeept w 1thout reservation the Com-
monweaith proposal to do the work that
we are doing for one-third of the cast.”

That was and that had been their attitude.
A Royal Commission had been appointed
to consider the whole question of taxa-
tion. but the solution would not be found
in having one collecting authorityv; it would
be found only in a Federal convention to
readjust, perhaps. the beundavies of the Com-
monwealth, to review State and Ifederal
rowers {o arrange one roil for local authori-
tics, State and Federal dopalt\mmts, one
stam p authority, ene taxation authority, and
so forth. It might be found that it would be
a good thing for the State to liave income
tux and the Commonwealth to have land
tax, or vice versa, but at present they could
not do much. A slight saving could bs
effected by hLaving one taxing authority, and
they could do that by having one form, which
they were recommending to the Common-
weilth at the present time,

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It seemed to
him that the Government had never made
much of an attempt to nscertain whether one
taxing authority would be better than the
present system or not. It scemsd to him that
under present methods it was quite possible
for a man to be taxed when he made practi-
cally nothing out of his farm. He could
give them cases where that had happened—
he was a case himself. He was parying tax,
although he was getting practically nothmg
out of thwt land.

The PreMiEr: You get £500 here.

M. WARREN: He was getting that from
the Government. It was time the Government
went into the matter in a businesslike man-
ner.  Not only should they have one tax-
collecting authority, but thevy should also
have a different method of taxation. Take
the sugar-cane grower. Ile had all his work
in one year and the expenses of that year
did not go as a set-off against the profits
of the following year. That was manifestly

unfair,

At 10.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro-
visions of Standing Order No. 306, I shall
row leave the chair and make my report to
the House.

The House resumed.

The CrHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The Committec obtained leave to sit again
to-morrow,

SUSPENRSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

The PREMIER (Hon. L. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe), in moving—

“That so much of the Standing Orders

be suspended for the rearainder of this

session as would otherwise preclude the
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receiving of resolutions from the Com-
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means
on the same day on which they shall
have passed In those Committees., and
also the passing of Bills through all
their stages in one day ”’—

said : This is the motion that is invariably
carried towards the termination of the
seision.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): We have only been
in session about ten weeks and no valid
reason has beer: given why this House should
rise at the time that the Premier proposcs
that it shall. If it is necessary for the Pre-
mier to go away to the Premier’s Con-
ference, we can adjourn for the time he is
away. and then we can reassemble and carry
out the business that we arve supposed to be
assembled to do. My objection to racing
Lills throngh in one day is that we sce in
the Government organ that very important
legislation is to be introduced in this Cham-
ber. The masters of the Government have
decided that legislation shall be introduced
notice of which has not been given to this
Chamber.

The Premizr: I would rccommend the homn.
member not to take any notics of newspaper
rumours.

Mr. VOWLES: We will wait and see.
and other legislation of which we have not
been given notice will probably be introduced
- in the next few days, and as we know noth-
ing of its details we shall probably find that
it is Joaded. We want to give that con-
sideration to Bills that should be given to
them, We have slwayvs objected to Rills
being thrust upon us. I have a lively recol-
lection of the session when the Government
came into power where business was heaped
vpon us and we were never given an oppor-
tunity of discussing it. Here w2 have other
legislation given to us in the last week of
the session, and we are not given an oppor-
funity of perusing it or discussing it. Par-
liament is supposed to be a deliberative
chamber, and we ure supposed to give very
weighty and mature consideration to ali
measures:.

The Prestier : I would suggest to the hon.
member that he should not waste so much
time on the Fstimates, and that he should
get on with the legislation.

Mr. VOWLES: We are not wasting time.
We are getting down to certain Estimates
that we particularly want to discuss, though

have no doubt we will be up against a
stone wall before many days are past, to
prevent us reaching these Estimate:, We
cannot give the necessary attention to mea-
sures if they are going to be rushed through
in the way that is propossd. I protest
sgainst the motion.

My, TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 wish to pro-
test against this rmotion being carried,
seeing we Lave not been in session very long.
Since I have been in the House I do not
recollect the House meeting in August and
rising at the end of October. The Premier
has to attend the Premiers’ Confercnce in
Melbourne, but surely he can do what the
Premier of Western Australia has done, and
adjourn the House long enough to enable
him to attend to the conference and return
to carry cub the business that the country
expects him to carry out.

The PreMIER: You always object to sitting
till Christmas time.

Mr. TAYLOR : That is so; but we should
kave been called together earlier than
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August. We do not know what Bills are
going to be brought before us. We shall be
receiving the Bill from the Legislative Coun-
¢l to epable hon. members to draw their
salary whilst contesting Federal seats. I

suppose that is one mecasure we shall be
asted to put through in one day. We
might also be asked to put throush the

Legislative Council Abolition Bill in one
day, although the Government have had six
vears in which to pass that Bill. I do nos
think this motion should be carried. Legis-
lation affects the whole State. and it requires
to be considered in a proper wav. I would
like to know whether the Premier recollects
the Iistimates ever having taken less than
the allotted time.

The Premer: Yeu. I can give you more
than one instance—1909, for onec.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 think the Premier will
find thet the full time allowed under the
Standing Orders has alwavs been taken. I
protest against this motion being carried.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : The only reason
given by the Premier for this motion is thut
he desires to attend the Premicrs’ conference.
I think the House would have been quite
content to allow the hon. gentleman to move
the adjournment of the Ilouse for a werk or
fortnight, and then to conie back and do the
business that we are called upon todo. I do
nob  think hon. members receiving 2500
should only be asked to do twelve weeks
work. I want to protest against the wmotion.
There is a great deal of urgent legislation
that requires to be put through. The Govern-
ment are going into recess within a weelk,
and probably we shall not meet again until
next August. We have only sat for twelve
weeks; bubt the Premier wants to get into
recess. With a majority of one, the Premier is
on pins and ncedles while the House is sitting,
I do noé suppose he has had one good
night’s sleep during the period we have been
sitting. (Government laughter.) The power
yossested by the rank and file of the Govern-
micnt 1s enormous; they can get almost any-
thing they like for their electorates.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber mu:t confine himself to the amendment.

Mr. MORGAN: That is the reason why
the Government want to adjourn. The Go-
vernment want to retain office; and the
moment they get into recess the Premier will
be able to say to any man who is likely to
come over to this side, *“ We can defy you
until we meet the House again.”

The SPEAKER: Order! The motion is
cne for the suspension of the Standing
Orders.

Mr. MORGAN : T object to the suspension
of the Standing Orders, the excuse for which
is that the Premier wants to attend the Pre-
miers’ conference in Melbourne.

Mr. Kirwan: Why don’t you give him a
“pair’?

Mr. MORGAN: That is only an excuse.
If we had offered him a *pair.” it would
not have made any difference. The Premier
could adjourn the House for the period of
the conference. I hope the resclution will
not be carried.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The pro-
posal of the Premier to adjourn the House is
against the best interests of the people of
Queensland.  When the Government first
came into office they adopted similar tactics
tn those they are adopting now, and put
through Bills very hurriedly. The result
of that hasty legislation has proved very

Mr. Fletcher.]



1596 Suspension of Standing Orders.

disastrous to the State. Only a few menths
ago, when I was negotiating with the Premier
with reference to the export of coal from
Central Queensland, the hon. gentleman said
that there had becen too much haste in con-
nection with legislation and administration
in the past; yet he now brings forward a
motion to enable Bills to be put through all
their stages in one day. We are facing the
gravest financial position we have ever had
in the State. Nothing is being done to meet
the diffcultics ahead, and we are guing into
recess without anythmg being done to satis-
factorily solve the unemployment problem.
The Government arc failing in their duty.

Mr. GREEN (Zownsville): T wish to pro-
test against this motion going through. As
there will very likely be a division on the
motion, I wish to make my position quite
clear., The hon. member for Bowen has,
unfortunately, a scrious illness in his family,
and I have agreed to allow him to go away;
therefore, I shall not be able to exercise my
vote in division. I think that this undue
haste 1n rushing legislation throuzh the
House cdoes not tend to good legislation. We
have the right, as an Ol)pf\ 1t10n to discuss
measures fm ly, in order that leolalmlon may
be passed in the best interssts of the people.
The House has degencrated. We might as
well  be without Parliament altogether,
because Bills are pushed through witheut
amendments being {w(’eptcd and sent to the
other Chamber, and 1fetu111< without amend-
ment. By allowi ing this motion to go
through, we shall not be fulfilling the fune-
tions we are called upon to exercise.

Mr. KERR (Enoggeray: I should not be
doing my duty if I did not protest against
this ,notlon going through. The Gov ernment
are desp ﬁlatoi anxious to get into recess.
It is stated by Government members that the
session will be completed by Iridey weelk.
Iu is ridiculous that seventy-two m(\mbela of

Parliament should be paid for merely sitting
in Parliament for a short perind of ten or
y weeks,  So far as legislation is con-
1, thev are not earning their money.
We know ,)ouf‘u‘lv well that thom is a wreat
entertainment coming on down South at an
early date, and, had the Premior desired to
visit that onteltammel.t in an official
capacity, all he need to have done was to
have adjourned the House for a weok or
ter dayvs and there would hsve been no
opposition offered on this side. There are
mnany important matters that requive to he
discuss «d at the present time. I moved a
motion in this House recontly with regard
to the convention that is lumlx i  take
plage, and that motion has not Leen debated.
It is because the House ]S going into reces
that private member’s day has been done
away with.

The SPEAKER: Order! The motion
before the House is the suspension of the
Standing Orders.

Mr. KERR : The Government are tottering.

and they would go to any length to hold
their positions for another cixc or nine
months. We never know the day, unfor-

tunately, when it may be that onc of their
members will get ill” and away goes their
majority of one.

; ’Igm PreMIER : Is that what you are waiting
or 7

Mz, KERR: I do not desire the illness of
any hon. member of this House, but I wou'd
not object to something unforesven happening
to take away their large majority of one.

TMr. Fletcher.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Adjouwrnment.

(Laughter.) 1 sincerely trust the Premict
will reconsider this matter and adjourn the
House to allow of his attending the Premiers’
Conference.

Question—Suspension of  the Standing
Orders (Mr. Theodore’s motion)—put; and
the House divided:—

Axns, 34.
Mr. Barber Mr. Kirwan
,, DBrennan ., l.and

,» Bulcock ,, Larcombe

,» Conroy ., McCormack
,, Cooper, T, A, ,, Mullan

,, Cooper, W. .. Payne

,, Coyne ., JTease

,, Dash .. Pollock
,» Ferricks ,» Riordan
,, Fihelly ., Ryan

., Foley . Smith

,, Forde ., Rtopford
,, Gilday ,, Theodore
., Gillies ., Weir

. Gledson
,, Hartley
,» Huxhany

,» Wellington
. Wilson
Winstanley

T'ellers: Mr. Forde and Hr. Gledson.
NoEs, 32.

Mr. Appel Mr. Kerr

,, Barnes, G. P. ,. King

., Barnes, W. H. ,, logan

,, Bebbingtoen ., Macgregor

,» Bell ., Maxwell

., Brand . Moors

,, Cattermull .. Morzan

., Clayton ., Nott

,, Corser , DPetvie

,. Costello ,, Roberts, J. H. C.
,,» Deacon ., Roberts, T. R,
,» Edwards . Sizer

.. Elphinstone ,, Swayne

,, Fletcher ., Taylor

. Try ., Vowles

,, Jones Warren

Tellers: Mr., Bell and Mr.
Resolved in the affirmztive

BILLS RETURNLED FROM COURNCIL

Kerr.

The SPFRAKER announced the receipt,
from the Council, of mesiages returning the
following Bills, without amendment:—

Government Inscribed Stock Act Amend-
n:ent Bill,

City  of South Drisbane Loan Arts
Amendment Bill.

Contractors’ and Workmen’s Lien Act

Amendment Bill.
Water Authorities Act Amendment Bill.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
First READING.

On the motion of the ATTORNE
GENERAL (Hon. J. Mullan, Filind
Bill, rcceived by message from the Council,
was read a first time.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That the
Iiouse do now adjourn. The business to-
morrow will be Supply. The leader of the
Opposition has given mnotice of his intention
to move a motion of want of confidence,
which, in the existing circumstances, the
Government do not feel disposed to treat as
a serious challenge. Therefore, an oppor-
tunity will he af‘forded the hon. mr\mbm, if
he so desires, of moving his motion after
half-past 10 o’clock to-morrow might. (Loud
Government laughter.)

Question put and passed. *

The House adjourned at 11 p.m.






