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Supply. [ASSEMBLY] Supply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

v'I'EDNESDAY, 19 OcTOBER, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bertram, 5faree) 
tc,ok the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

SUPPLY. 
RESci\IPTION oF DEBATE-TWELFTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 
(Mr. Jiincan, nrisbane, in the chair.) 

RAILWAYS. 
SOUTHEH" DIVISION. 

0uestion-" That £3,090.773 b" granted for 
'S~uthcrn Divl:-iion' "~put and passed. 

C'ENTB \L DIVISIOX. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) moved-

" That £756,680 be granted for ' Cen-
tral Division.'" 

The remarks he had made in connection \Vith 
the previous Yote applied with equal force to 
the vote for th,. Central Division, and there
fore it was not necessary for hin1 to sa7 any 
n1ore. 

QuPstion put and passed. 

NOHTHERN DIVISION. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) moved-

" That £1,040,676 be granted for 
'Northern Division.'" 

Mr. GREEN (Town.,t·ille): He wished to 
make a few remarks in regard to the diffi
culties w.ith which the staff and those con
trolling the railways in the Northern Division 
were faced as compared with those controlling 
the railways in the Southern and Central 
Divisions. Those who did not recogni··e the 
circumstances might be apt to condemn the 
management of the Northern Railways. A 
number of tlw main lines in the North were 
not connected with one another. and natur
ally that meant additional expense in the 
wa:: of freight in obtaining the various sup· 
plies for the different lines. On a previous 
vote he had pointed out that a large amount 
was spent in freight on coal for the Northern 
Eail ways, and that also a pp lied to the vari
ous requirements of the railways in the 
Northern Division. Until recently thE> M>tckay 
lino was not linked up, and freight had to be 
paid on the re qui remcnts for that line. Then 
the Northern Railway from Townsville was 
not linked up with the Cairns line, and they 
also had small lines running out from Cook
town and N ormanton, and the cost of con
veying the requirements nec<:-ssal'y to carry 
on those lines naturally added to the cost of 
running them. The g:eneral manager in the 
Northern Division pointed out in his report 
that where it cost 8d. per mile for coal in 
the Central Division. it cost 1s. 6d. per mile 
in the Northern Division; and when the 
freights and far"' were worked ~n the same 
basis, naturally it affected the perc~ntage 
return on the railways. That applied to all 
the commodities that were required for the 
Northern Railwavs. Thev had verv great 
industries in tho. North. and hon. ,;,embers 
did not realise what th<e North was like. 
It was necessary to know the amount that 
vvas carried over the variour< railways in 
North Queensland to realisE> to a certa.in 
extent the wealth of North Queensland. The 

[Mr. G1·een. 

general manager had pointed out, as had 
been stated the preyious day by the hon. 
member for ::\1undingb,trra, that, when one 
of the great industriAs was affected, it natur
allv affected the ca:·rying capacity of the 
wh"ole of the lines in North Queensland. B11t, 
notwithstanding the great slump in the num
ber of sheep carried last year in North 
qnLensland, it was such a prosperous com
munity that the freights from primary and 
other industries almost compensated for that; 
and \Yhilst the railwav returns did not come 
up to anticipations, yet they exceeded to a 
laro'e extent the returns for the previous year. 
'Cnfortunately, it was not anticipated that 
the returns \Vould be maintained this year. 
Last voar the deficiency was not due to the 
raih1 ~Y' not working up to their available 
earning capacity. During the year 150,853 
cattle were carried bY rail on the Northern 
Railways as compared with 119,139 for the 
previous ye::tr. The pig traffi~ showed an 
increase of 2,484 as compared w1th the preVI
ous vear. The frozen meat traffic showe<l a 
larg,e increase as ~ompared with the previous 
year, the output for the past year being 
38,409 tons as against 14,407 tons for the 
previous year, which was an incrc tSe of 24,002 
tons. The number of horses carried was 
13.225 as compared w,ith 10,206 in the previous 
vr·ar. The sheep traffic showed a decrease 
~f 65,820 for the year; but whilst they found 
that the sheep traffic cohowed a dccreasf', 91,370 
bales of wool were carried as against 58,158 
for the previou·' year, an increase of 33,212. 
Kotwithstanding the slump in the copper 
industry 5,243 tons of blister copper were 
carried, 'as against 8.157 tons the previous 
year. It was to be hoped that the copper 
mines -..yould he reopened in the yarious 
districts, so that the railways of North 
Queensland might receive additional carriage· 
by the large amount of mineral freight. The 
sugar-cane and sugar traffic showed an 
increase over last year due to the drought 
,,,hich prevailed the previous year. The tim
ber industry in the Cairns district was very 
heavy, and produced an increase of railway 
revenue from the carriage of log and sawn 
timber. This year they expected that the 
carriage of sugar on the railw&y ·woul·d far 
excee·d anything that had been experienced 
before in the history of the railways in North 
Queensland. Notwithstanding the slump 
towards the end of thE> financial year, the 
immcn'e amount of carriage on the Korth 
Queensland railways indicated the prosperity 
and the poo,ihilities of North Queensland. 
If they wer? placed on the same footing as 
he had previously indicated, he ventured to 
say that they would get into the position of 
being ono of the most profitable propositions 
in railway construction in any portion of 
tho Commonwealth. 

He was very pleased that· the general 
manager had commented upon the excellence 
of the staff. He kne,.- the anxiet,- that the 
general manag·er in Townsv,ille had in con
nection with the slump in various industries. 
There was no more capable general manago1· 
in tho department. and no one could have a 
more capable staff. VVith good sea'·ons, open 
markets, and good prices, and with a ctaff 
faithfully carrying out their work from the 
lowest to the highest, he hoped that they 
would sec more return for their labours 
when profitable 'easons returned. 

He would now like to refer to some letters 
that had heen rEad hv the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. \Vhilst, no doubt, they should 
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be treated with contempt, they contained 
deliberate misstatements, and it was only 
right that he should refute those misstate
ments. 

:Mr. PEASE: They were only t•eplies to your 
own letters. 

Mr. GREEN: Thev were not. The state
ment regarding the· vote of confidence in 
:Mr. Bamford was absolutely incorrect, and 
the hon. member for ::Yiundingburra knew 
that, as he was present at the meeting. 

Mr. DASH: He moved a vote of confidence 
in Miss Preston Stanley. 

Mr. GREEN: He did not do that either. 
That man did not take the chair at any of 
his (11r. Green',) meetings, but he did take 
the chair at a meeting held by his opponent 
at ·west End. In connection \vith the inquiry 
as to that man's previous conduct the defence 
''as ea rried out by the secr€tary of the 
union, Mr. J'vlorrow, and he (.Nlr. Green) was 
called as a witness as to the man's condition 
when he '·aw :him in the morning·. Ilo had 
read th<J letter as it came from the indi
vidual. There was attached to it a letter 
from the general manager which bore out 
the stutement of th<l man that he 1·:as not 
dismissed for misconduct but on account of 
a general retrenchment. and he (Mr. Green) 
acted on that assumption. Since that time 
h~ had learnt that there was more bchmd 
the matter than general retrenchment, and, 
in view of that. he had written to the indi
vidual and told him that. if he had been 
dismissed for misconduct, he could not ask 
his (Mr. Green's) assistanc£> to g·et reinstated 
in the 6ervice. IIe thought 'he had justifi-ed 
his attitude, and he felt sure that the rail
way e1nploycos ln To,Ynsville 'vould recognise 
that. 

Mr. RIORDAJ\i (Rurk,) : He rc•grott€d the 
necessitY of so1ne of the raihvav m0n in 
Norther:n Queensland haYing had to be 
retrenched, and some of their friends oppo
sit" had b0cn trying to make political 
capital out of tho men having to be 
retre!lc'hcd or "deflated.'' Everv<Jne who 
had traYellcd through ::\orth Queensland 
knew the 0ffect on the Gr€at ::-.lorthern Rail
way of the collapse of the minim; industry 
in that portion of the State. The closing 
dmvn of Cloncurry alone had caused a great 
falling off in traffic on the ::\orthern rail
way. and in addition to that, th<l meatworks 
in Townsville had not operated last season 
to the extent they usually did. 

Mr. JoxEs: There ha Ye been too many 
strikec. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member seemed 
to be obsc,-.,d with strikes and repudiation. 
There were no strikes now. but strikes had 
oo:urred in the past. and would or ·'nr again. 
no n1atter what Government ,,~erC' jn po,ver. 
A railway worker had as much right to ask 
for a fair price for his h .. botu as a grazjer 
harl to ask for a fair price for hi'· cattle. 
He did not think the Arbitration Court 
would ston strikes altogether. The dosing 
down of all the industries in th<> North had 
lwen responsible for the falling- off in railway 
traffic. :::-.To one regrettc·d the 1wcc .,ity for 
having to put m0n off more than the Govern
ment party, and he hoped the depression 
would not continue for long. He thought 
the opening of the Bowen co1lfield would 
not onJ::, give relief to the railways in North 
QtH':•nsland but \Yould be a big factor in the 
dcyc]opnwnt of th0 mining industry in that 
part of the State. The hon. mci11ber for 

1\Iurilla ha·d said that th<l Government would 
not keep a man in the State service unless 
h:l was a member of a union. He thought 
the weakness of the Government had been 
in the direction of placating their enemies 
and not doing enough for their friends. 
There had been no victimisation of the 
heads of the departments by the Government. 
No matter what a man's political opinion 
might be, since the present Government took 
office there had been no interference with 
his priTate opmwns. Not so with past 
Governments. As the Chairman well knew, 
wheu ·'he -;yas shDuting " Sandg.ate train!" 
from No. 4 platform at Contra] Station, 
because of his political opinions he was kept 
there shouting "Sandgate train!" although 
he had the ability to .vdvance in the rail
wa: service, and would have advanced if he 
had been given the reasonable chance he 
should ,have had without any political inter
ference. Many other men in the railway 
service had been transferred to as far distant 
places as por·8ible. If there had been a rail
way to Boulia or Camooweal, the officials of 
th~ Railway LJnion would have been trans
fcn·ed there in the early days. When hon. 
members of th<J present Opposition were sit
ting on the Government side of the Chamber 
they gave railway 1nen no encouragement. 
<J.nd would not allow t:hem to fo,·m a union 
of anv size without the interference of the 
lab; Commis.·ionE'r for Railways, Mr. Evans, 
who worked himsdf up from the lowest to 
the highest rung of the !ad·der, and who was 
an autocrat in his own little tin-pot way. 
It was time the men had some means of 
placing· their grievances before the Commis
sioner. \Yhcn in 1916 he, as a railway 
-ervant, made application for a pass ·here 
,vhich was due to him, it took him two days 
to get it. He was bundled around from ono 
offic,? to another until he fell on a chap 
called Sturgess, who told him to come hack 
next morning at 9 o'clock. He turne·d np 
"s requested, and Sturgess kept him sitting 
in the lobby until at 12 o'clock it suited his 
convenience to see him. It did not matter 
to the officials because he was one of their 
emplo,-ecs. H'ad any hon. member of that 
Chamber gone along he would have k<d the 
privilege of walking straight in. Whethm· 
a rnan ·were a railway employee or other
wise, if he had an appointment, he should be 
g-iven access to the Commi,-.ionor at the time 
appointed. 

1\lr. VOWLES: Does not that apply to the 
Minister very often? 

Mr. RIORDAN: When he made an ap
pointnl<lnt with the Minister he had t-he 
time stated. If he went along without hav
in~~· rnade an appointnH?nt, ho \\ vuld not 
expect to get in ahead of other people who 
wPre ,~-aiting; he would be prcnarcd to wnit 
hi3 turn. lion. rnembers brought gricvaiJ('f~ti 
t 1 that Chamber, as the hon. member for 
:Murilla .had done the previous night in con
nection with some chap name·d Moon\ ho 
harl nine children and had been dismis eel 
frorn the service. That n1an 1vaR a mcrr1h:r 
of the Queensland Railway Union and also of 
th'c Primarv Producers' Union. If the 
Primarv Pr"oducers' Union ha,d been any 
good. i.t would have had his <aso broug·ht 
before the Commis' ion er. 

Mr. VowLES: They tried to. 

:Mr. RIORDA::-.1: If :he had a good griev
ance. he would haYe rec.;ivcd consideration. 
if not from the Cornn1i')"•ioncr at least fron1 
the :Minister, who at all times was prepared 

Jfr. Riordan. J 
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to listen to the grievances of employees. 
The leader of the OppositiDn fell on smne 
"Aunt Sallies" at times and accn··ed hon. 
members of using political influence to have 
someone reinstated or to have some work 
donr·. On the pr<wious night the hon. gentle
man advocated the lighting of the Dalb~· 
station with electricitv for the down ·western 
mail, which arrived at Dalby at 4 o'clo( ~< in 
the morning. During the month he (Mr. 
Riordan) was in Dalby, he noticed that the 
council turned off the electric light at mid
night. He did not know whether the leader 
of the Opposition wanted the Government 
to keep the dynam<J going all night to light 
Uj1 the road crossing at the Dalby Railway 
Station. If he did, it would be more expen
sive than the present method Df li:zhting. 

Mr. VOWLES: They have no light. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Tihere was an arc light 
there. It might have come out Df the ark; 
nevertheless the light was therf'. and there 
was nothing wrong with its being lowered a 
little. It w<Juld be elf.active with a shade 
over it, and would cost the departn1ent 
s<Jmewhere a bout a day's pay. 

Mr. VowLES: I was talking about the 
station light. 

Mt. RIORDAN: There would be nothing 
wrong with putting an<Jther light a little 
further along. The method of lighting at 
tho Dalby station was very effective and 
np-to-date when compared with the methods 
i'" NDrth Queensland, and it was time the 
Government broke away from spoon-feeding 
districts in and a '.'Ound Brisbane,' and got 
busy in North Queensland. 

During the depression in the mining indus
try, the Government had carried on opera
tions at Chillag<Je. They had sh8wn a loss 
<Jf £48,000, but indirectly, thanks to the 
rail way and other revenue, the loss was only 
ab<Jut £10,000. The profits Dn the Cairns 
Railway alone amounted to somewhere aoout 
£38,000. In additi<Jn to that, the Chillagoe 
works had kept thousands and thousands of 
men off the unemployment market, and away 
fmm the relief depot. 

Mr. FLETCHER: A ridiculous argument. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It might appear ridicu
lous to the hon. member, because he made 
some of the most ridicul<Jus statements ever 
ma,de in the Chamber; and ono could expect 
nothing else from a man who came there 
weeping with a brief for the shareh0ldcrs 0f 
Mount Morgan. The leader of the OppDsition 
also asked that the railways be taken away 
from political control. Hehiv1r. Rim·dan) was 
utterly opposed t<J their being taken away 
from political l'Dntrol. 

Mr. MAXWELL: They are under political 
control? 

Mr. RIORDAN: They were, and that was 
the proper place for them. 'Whom would 
the hon. member fDl' Toowong got t<J run 
the Cooktown and Normanton to Croydon 
Railways? Would private enterprise dD it? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not want private 
enterprise. 

Mr. RIORDAN: He did not think the hon. 
member knew what he wanted. He said he 
wanted efficiency, but hon. members must 
know that, if the Government wanted to get 
cf!iciency, they must pay for services ren
dered. the same as private employers. They 
said they were going to run the railways on 
business lines. The hon. member for PDrt 

[Mr. Riordan. 

Curtis t0ld them that the Mount Mm·gan 
compan,y ran their concern on business lines
that it had to pay. To put into operation 
what hon. members Dpposite advocated, there 
would have to bo both an increase in fares 
and freights and a reduction in wages. They 
could not get mvay horn that fact, and hon. 
members could not pull the legs of anyone 
outside Dn the point. 

Mr. FLETCHER: They know too much-they 
do not want their legs pulled. 

Mr. RIORDAK: Thev knew so much that 
they wore n<Jt going to .. be caught with the 
chaff o£ the hon. member for Port Curtis
a young man whD had been brought up in 
the methods of the Yankees, but "ho recently 
bad to apologise to the freezers Df the Glad
otone meatworks, and thus was taught that 
such methods were not tolerated in this 
country. Beeaking away fron1 political con
trol Dn the railways would affect not only 
tho Normanton-Croydon and Cooktmvn Rail
" ays. but also the Groat No,thern Railway. 
The opponents of the Government argued 
that whilst the slump continued in the pas
toral industry, there would have to be a 
reduction in wages; or-because they could 
not keep the workers below a cortai·n stan 
dard Df living, if the:v wanted any sort of 
C'fficiency-an increase in freights and fares. 
'I'hoy had had a private company operating 
100 mil< s of railway-the Chillagoe company 
-and t~1eir freights were anythi'r_g· from 33 
per rent. to 50 per cent. above the Govern
ment freights. The Act allmved them j., 

charge somewhere about 33 pe1· 
[11.30 a. m.] cent. above the Gov0rnment rate,, 

but i'~ some cases they charged 
twice as much. On the Chillagoe line. those 
hu vi ng maize to rail were charged ls. 6d. per 
tor1 loading charges, and were charged for 
unloading as well, while they were also 
charged for a full truck load if there was not 
wfficient to fill the truck. At the present 
time. the Government were carrying stuff at 
a rate that wDuld not pay for the loading; 
'rrd '}"et men were loading that stuff, unload
ing it, and storing it, and who was gethng 
the benefit of that? Did hon. members on the 
other side want an increase in freights and 
fares" If the railways were run on businees 
lines. it would have a bad effect on the 
development of the State. 

Mr. FLETCHER: \Ve would not do anything 
tlmt W<Juld have a bad effect on the State. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hDn. member would 
run it on business lines like the hon. member 
for Toowong would run the ferriP-. Ho wDuld 
put up the charges on the ferries and reduce 
the wages. That we" the only way that he 
could see out of the positi<Jn. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Y Du cannot see further than 
your nose 

:Yir. RIORDAN: If he could not see any 
further than the hon. member for PDrt Cur
tis. then he would be verv sorrv fDr himself. 
'I'he hon. member could on!v' sec matters 
fro1n the point of Yic-vv of the Cdlployers, 
wbile members on the Government side were 
prepared to take a fairminded view of 
matters in connection with the development 
and advancement of the State, and at the 
same time give good service with a public 
utility and endeavour to keep the men in 
that service employed at a decent wage. Hon. 
members Dpposite endeavoured to put the 
whole of the blame on the employees. There 
might be faults on both sides. but there was 
a good deal to be said against the manage-
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lNHt of the raih"ays. There was a good 
·deal of bu11gling in regard to the manage
ll!ent, and if they had efficiency at the head 
~of the branrhcs, then thPv would get cfficienc~r 
in the lo\ver r,'.nks. Fr~nn his knowledecc~ of 
th0 railwa:-~ rnen, .h<~ said that they did rnorL" 
than a fair d.1v's work, and nrior to the 
Labour GoYer1ni1.cnt (;Olning intO po\Yt,r, for 
a very poor day's pay. 

::\Ir. FLETCHEit: Do not your Governnl(;n:. 
prevent methods of efficiency from operating? 

Mr. RIClRDAN: He had never heanl the 
hon. member for Port Curtis Doint out any 
way in which the Government had stopped 
.,·fticiency from operating, but when hon. 
members opposite were in power, thev did 
stop efficiency from operating through getting 
their political puppets put into jobs, while 
there were n>cn in the department more 
-capable of doing the work. That system 
·did not operate to-day. If a man was harshly 
·dealt with, he had a rig-ht to appeal and 

tote his c"se, and if his or12:anisution could 
put up a ea••• for him and sh,Jw that he was 
more efficient than the man appointed, then 
he would get the job. That was the bes> 
method of obtaining efiicicmey. He Inww of 
a good n1any instances where special tra_irB 
h~td been put on when there was no loadmg 
for them. After the station-master had wired 
arranging for a special train, they had found 
that there were onh· a few tons over the load 
for the ordinary t·;·ain, and the guard and 
driver had told the ~tation-master that tl1ey 
could carry that load on the one train; but 
Dn aceount of the station-master having 
arnnged for a special train, it had to be run. 
becau·ce the station-master was ncit game 
er.ough to take the initiative and cancel the 
train. Special trains had to be run whether 
the load was there or not. If those men in 
charge of stations were given a little more 
power, they would get more efficiene,v than 
they got from the bungling heads of the 
departments. He hoped that the Economy 
Board, now that thev had finished their 
arduous labours in ~oing round n1aking 
recommendations and putting off a few gate
keepers here and a few porters there. would 
be given some useful occupation. He hoped 
it would not be very long before every man 
in the State would be working, and that that 
l'arliament or the Federal Parliament would 
make a move to bring about a state of things 
when there would be no unemployment in the 
railwaYs or in any other industn, and when 
rrten, during a tin1e of deprePsion~ would have 
~ome little home where thev could work on 
their own. farms. They had ·had three gentle" 
men on that Economv Board who could be 
more usefully occupied, and it would have 
effected greater economy had they heen so 
vc;;upicd. ThA genPral manager in E'arh 
division shonld be competent to make recom
mendations if the dcpartnwnt was overstaffed 
Not onlv the Govermnent but the workers in 
the Raiiwav DC'pa.rtmPnt did not "tand for an 
oyer~tDffed' scrvicP. The great plt:v was that 
thu Go,·ernmcnt had been financiallv embar
rassed by hon. m~m bcrs on the other side, 
and as a rP"ult, there were no ]1u blic works 
Dn which those men could be emplo:ved when 
they \vent out of industr,·. His complaint 
was that the members of the Ec·1nomv Board 
were pe rtl:-· rP,T)onsible. if there \Vas aiw over
staffing. :VIr. Ste<'~r, Nlr. Chnrnbt>r3. a~d the 
{)t~1er traffic. 1uanagcr had charge of big dis
tricts. and 1f thcv had done thcjr dutv in thP 
past as trafli~ mUnag·ers, the Rai]w~v ·DPpart
mcnt would not have got into its preBent 

position. If the position had been brought 
about by a depression 1n trade, hon. HlC'lnbers 
collld not bla:nc thc employees. Men had 
h,cn knocked off from the lower grades, and 
If m the past it required certain officials at 
}1igh salaries to keep those 1nen on an efficient 
basis, then the tin1e had ~orne when those 
high-salaried officials should be retrenched. 
The amount paid to them in salaries would 
keep a number of 1nen in the lower grades 
i:1 occupation to-day. He hDped th~t the 
Commissioner and the Minister would find 
"omc usdul occllpation for the Economv 
Board, which he was pleased to sa.y \1 a's 
defunct. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Que• nton): He had 
listened with a good deal of interest to the 
remarks made on the Railways vote. He 
thought that t-he anxiety of hon. members 
OPl?osite was so great about getting to the 
Railways vote that they really had something 
to say about it. He had ex:pected that there 
was going t,, be something in the natur·e of 
a revelation; but, from the beginning to the 
end of the debate, he did not think that he 
had listened to a more inconsistent, a more 
illogical, and a more conflicting set of argu
ments than were used by hon. members 
opposite. One hon. member said one thing 
which another contradicted, whilst nnother 
argued for something entirely opposite. 
Ther.e was no difficult-y in coming to the 
conclusion that hon. members opposit" did 
not really know what they wanted. It was 
pleasing to read in that morning's paper that 
a change was taking place •·o far as the 
Southern part of the railway syst·em was 
concerned. He was sure that, not only those 
dir."ctly interested in railway affairs, but 
those indirectly interested would be pleased 
to see that there was a prospect of more 
traffic and more produce coming from out
side places to the seaboar·d, and th.at the 
prospects generally in the Southern part of 
the railway system were likely to improve. 
He hoped they would go on improving. It 
was rather unfortunate, particularly for the 
)/orthern division, that they found things 
in the condition they were in at the present 
time. n was rather interesting to hear the 
hon. member for Port Curtis-who posed as 
a prophet-telling them that he (Mr. F!etcher) 
had no need to learn things, or read thinl?s, 
?I' ~e. told things-that he knew things by 
mtmtwn and could seo much further ahead 
t.han anyone else in that Chamber; and 
probably he thought he could see much 
further than anyone elee outside. It was 
rather remarkable, in view of statements 
that the hon. gentleman had made that he 
did not f,-'e what was going to take place 
so far as the cattle industry, of which he had 
claimed to have an expert knowledge, was 
concerned. It was common knowledge that 
expert cattlemen, interested in the cattl·e in
dustry, had waited on the General Manager 
of the North Queensland Railways at the 
end of last year and the beginning of this 
y 'ar, and impr<cosed upon him the necessity 
that there was for getting all the rolling
etock into good order, and for mustering all 
he could, as there was going to be a record 
cattle season in Korth Queensland this year. 
HP believed that those men thought. so. 
Evidently the hon. member for Port Curtis 
had not been in communication with them, or 
else h0 had not told them what he knew 
about. it. The cattle-buyers were out in the 
VYestern country buying cattle, which were 
beginning to come in, when quite unex
pectedly, notwithstanding what the hon. 

Mr. W instanle·y. i 
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member might say to the cont.rary, the bottom 
practically dropped out of the meat indus
try, and the cattlc-buvors wore withdrawn 
ar!d cattle ceased to come in except what 
had Leon bought and had to come in, and 
consequenth• certain causes over which neither 
the Government, the railway authorities, nor 
anybody else on this side of the ocean had 
a.ny control, brought about a cessation of 
traffic on the );' orthern railways t.o the detri
ment of those connected with the cattle indus
trv and evervbody else concerned, because 
peopl-e living· in the Western towns had "to 
suffer in other directions because there was 
not the traffic to keep the trains going. 

The same applied to the metal industry, 
which had been the moans of producing 
exceptiona.!ly good revenue for the Railway 
Department. Owing to the collaJ>Se of the 
metal industry in the far West., towns lilm 
Chart0rs Tow rs had suffered very severely 
through no fault of the Government or any
body else in this country. Nothing that 
could be done bv the Government c,mld have 
prevented the c;llapse that had taken place; 
but. as a. result, all over the country people 
had been deprived of an exceptionally good 
trnin service, and on certain sections, instead 
of two or three tra.ins a dav, the·. ba.d to 
rut up with two or three trains" a week. 
Trains could not be run if there was nothing
for them to carrv. The Commissioner in his 
report referred ·to the question of engine 
puWCJ', The report stated-

" Great difficulty was experienced in the 
fl.rst part_ of the y_ear in keeping- suffi
crent ongmes runnmg to cope with the 
traffic. The position was relieved bv the 
turning out. of eighteen new locom~tives 
of the C.17 type and the repair works in 
the Ipswich ·workshops being overtaken." 

Ho did not know how far that might apply 
to the Southern railway system, but he was 
ver_v much afraid that it was not correct so 
far as the Northern system was C'Jncerned. 

It was a well-known fact that rolling-stock 
and engines in particular wer-e not nearlv 
up to the standard that t.hey ought to be. 
The men were expect0d to take engine") on 
to the roa·d until they practically dropped 
to prec ;s on the road, which was very unfair. 
It was a well-known fact that the men 
reported when they brought in the eno-ines 
that they wore defective, and that something 
should be done; but they were told that it. 
was onlv a. minor detail and a matter of 
small significance. The old proverb "A 
stitc~ in time sav~s. nine," 'vas. not pra~tised, 
and rn all probabrlrty the engrnes had to go 
out time after timn becaus~ thev could not 
be withdrawn for r_cpair until they practi
cally dropped to pte<'. s on the road. He 
hopud that something would be done in con
nection wit.h this matter so far as the 
Northern system was concerned, so that they 
wc:uld have a_n opportunity of doing the fair 
thrng and ·domg the just thing to the depart
ment and the communit.v in whose interests 
the railways were run. There was no doubt 
'0 far as the rolling-stock was conoerned-' 
c~pecially c-arriage~ that ran out Io1lo- di"
!anccs ii1 tlw North-West-that thev -~~ceded 
better at-tention and improvement. · He did 
net know whether it was Lecaus-e there were 
not sufficient carriages, or because they could 
~:ot b:> wrthdrawn for repair, but practically 
tlw nff-raff of the railway were in "'" on 
those particular sectio':"s· :o\.nybody who ha-d 
to travel 400 or 500 miles in the train in the 

ZMr. Winstanlry. 

summer time in North Queensland was cer
tainly entitled to something decent so far 
as travelling conveniences were concerned. 
Something more might be done t.han had 
been done up to the present time. 

Something had been said by the leader of 
the Opposition about the lighting of the 
Dalby station. There were quit.e a. numbCl· 
of other places t·hat might be better illumi
nated at the present time. It had always 
seemed to him to be false economv for 
stations to be in -darkness or semi-da{kness 
when 11cople were going home, particularly 
when trains arrived at the stations in the 
dark and sometimes in the middle of the· 
night. There was a station within easy -dis
tance of Brisbane that was lit with kerosene. 
Ho could not imagine that it was economical 
to light up a station with seven or eight 
knrosenc lamps, taking into consideration the 
co4 of lamp g!'asses and the work entailed in 
attending to the lamps, when doctric light 
was available. He did not know what the 
reasons wure for refusing to light stations 
like those >vith electric light. Accidents had 
happened and were liable to happen again, 
especially where there was a level crossing 
near by, and it was necessary that these 
stations should be well lighted. 

He wished to sav something with reference 
to the lengthsmen's quarters on the raih; ay 
line,, The hon .. member for Toowong exhibited' 
a picture of some lcngthsmen's quarters the 
other night which appeared in the railway 
paper. He thoug-ht the hon. member did: 
the department a gross injustice by the state
ments he r.c1-dc in that connection. In by
gone years the conditions in regard to lengths
men's quarters were an absolute disgrace. 
\Vhile the present Government might not have 
clone ewrything· that ought to have been 
done to remedy matters, they had made all 
the improvement they possibly could under 
the circumstances. The contrast botv1 een 
length>men's quarters now and what they 
were in the past \Yas almost inronceiva.ble; 
there was such a great improvement. The 
lengthsmen had to live out on the \Vestern 
plains under a boiling sun, and formerly 
they had to put up with a place not much 
bigger than a tin trunk The Railway De
partment 'verc 1naking improvon1ents in their 
condition as fast .ls po:,sible. The two place& 
shown in the picture exhibited by the hon. 
rne1nhcr for Too\vong were, ho supposed, 
about the worst places that could be found, 
but they were referred to as if they were 
fair -amples. It was just on a par with his 
gcing into the hon. member's place of busi
no~"--' and bu:ving an old, vvorn-out p<iint brush, 
and then exhibiting it as a samplo of articles. 
which the hon. member sold. In some cases 
tbo lcngthsrnon owned their cottages, and, 
while they might not pNhaps be up to date, 
as they owned them tlwy did not want to 
change them; but where men were living in 
tomporar:: quarters which wore not regarded 
as hon1F..:;, the Govern1ncnt were trying to 
bring about a better state of affairs. There 
was no donbt that the conditions under which 
the men li>'ocl at the present time, as well 
as tho pay they received, were a gre~t 
improvement on former conditions. One cf 
the things which enabled past Governmenh 
tQ meet expense> as they did was the low 
rate of wages paid to the workers. The con
ditions of the railway workers were the worst 
in every part of the State in times gone by. 
It was imperative that they should be 
improved, and when the Labour Government 
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came into power, they took the opportunity 
-of improving the conditions, and he 'vas sure 
that in the majority of instances the men 
appreciated what wa.s being done. 

It was remarkable that anv criticism 
worthy of the name of criticism" from hm1. 
_tnembers opposite had been ahno;:;t exclu
sively in the dirc;ction of wanting more rail
ways, or extensions of existing railways, and 
at the same tin1o giYing them a. cheapPr 
service. He found frotn the Comn1issioner's 
report that out of about thirtv-six raih an 
that neither paid working expense" nZn· 
interest on the cost of construction, thirtv-onc 
-were in electorates represented by hon. :rnern
bers opposite. In eDme instances the railway' 
could ha vc been dispensed with and the 
communitv would not have suffered. Some of 
th0m did· not pay for axle grea~e. Since he 
had c0me into Parliament he had never soon 
a motion introduced for the apprO\ a! of the 
plans and SpQcifications of a propos8d raihvav 
·which was 110t going to be the best paving· 
raiht ay eYer passed by Parlian1ent. Hon. 
membcn opposite made that statmnont, and 
yet rallways had Lccn pctssed wh!Ch had r:ot 
the slightest hope of paj-ing for axle gretse. 
He rom_cmbercd one proposal b ing iHtro
.ducrd for a railv.-av in conneetion vyith coun
try he had gone 0\-'cr. - ncl when he expre" .. ~d 
hio opinion. the• th>~n S'ecretarv for Hailwavs 
told him that he did not kno;v what he w;,s 
talking about. Since then that railway had 
<Jome within the category of railways which 
.did not pay expenses on the outlav. Some 
1wn. member had made a remark about rl>il
wa:ys of. an apparently paying nature but 
whwh -drd not pay. The line from South 
Brisbane to Cleveland ha·d never boon a 
paying proposition; but for 12 rnilu from 
::1-Ielbourne Street to Manly which was a 
double line and trains were ;·unning all dav 
lotrg, it had paid, but never more than 4 
per cent., and- it was not paying that now. 
The •-ecret was that the resumptions for land 
when the line was built cost more than the 
line itself, and the line was consequently over
c·apitalised, and interest had to be paid on 
double the amount of the cost of comtruc
tion. The railway enhanced th~ value of the 
-land, and private individuals got the enhanced 
va]ur,. The Government was saddled with 
interest on the cost of the line, and also on 
the cost of resumptions. It w~s almost 
impossible for a railway like that to be a 
paying proposition. 

A good deal had been said by hon. mem
bers opposite about political control, but he 
did not think there had b;,en one inst mce 
given which showed that political control had 
be<·n detrimental in connection with the rail
ways. There wa~ no doubt that, \vhon rail
wa:.-s were placed ont-ide th0 influence of 
politicians and the ::\linicter altogether, and 
put undor three Cmnmis··ioners who were 
told t~ make them a paying 'proposition, 
theY <:lld so; but they did it on the lines 
indicated b7 the hon. member for \Vindsor 
~that payment must be made for services 
rendered The £6,500.000 deficit which had 
been rdcrred to would have had to be paid 
to a large extent by uon-itituents of hon. 
members opposite if that attitude had been 
adopted~by the primarv producer instead of 
being paid by the general taxpayer. Hon. 
members opposite had said that the railwavs 
could be reorganised, and all that kind of 
thing-; but thcrP would ]-.avo had to bo an 
increase of fares and freights to make the 
.ru.ihvays a paying proposition. 

Talking- :tbout political controL some 
people ";ho hold high positions in the Hail
'"a~· Department ·were appointed for a 
further tmm of fiyo years at a high salary 
b_-,. the previous Liheral Government just 
prior to the advent of this Government, in 
the expectation of their being kept in place> 

for -,,-hich tbc'· '·;ere not fitt<>d. 
[12 noon] This Gon'rnment took neces ary 

and useful action in that direc
tion. After all the achice that :had been 
giYen, the pceition rnuaincd very n1uch as 
it was. Either frcigl1tq and fares n1ust be 
in.crea~od and people rnn~t pa.' ITlOl'O than in 
the past for th~ services rendered. or, until 
there \Yas an increase in traffic, they rnust 
put up with what thcv were r;etting at the 
present tinlE~. The~v oug-ht to- C'0~11plete the 
lines they had in hand. particularly those 
\Yhich \Yf'l'C urgently lH':cdcd, but they Rhould 
not con-,truct any ne\v raihvays at the present 
price of capital. \\.,.hat was nert''""ar:y wac; 
the development of thl' land alread.~. opened 
up. to hring in more traffic and rnak<> the 
raihva~~s a better paying concern than they 
"-ere at pre,ent. 

Mr. T \ YLOR (1Finrhor): He had listened 
to the :\iinistcr and other hon. lll"lllllNS in 
tho hope of gaining all the infonnation and 
knowledge ;ho could in connection with the 
management of the railway-., and with a 
Yiew to ascertaining ,vhat 1neans should be 
adopted to prevent the tremendou,; leaka1te 
that was taking place. Ho was actur:tPd L;
on]y one dcsire~to see that th£'ir railwa,-c 
y, eYe run in the hc~t interP:;;t-s Df thr \vho\} 
of Queensland. with {l Yie\v to a-=s1st1ng 
d£'velopnwnt to the utmost limit. He claimed 
that a deficit of £6.500.000 0xtending- m-er a 
period of six =-cars did not mcJn d0v(:>lop
rnent. The Minister said that t.ho deficit for 
the last year was in the pocket3 of the 
JWoplo. He (Mr. Taylor) claimed it was 
in th<> pockctc of th~ people in London \Yho 
lent them monev, because it had to he• ma.de 
Up out of consolidated revonUf', which \VllS 

·ecurecl to a larp:c extent by taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I c~aid it 
,,_-a,; in the pockets of the produc 'rs. 

:\Ir. T AYLOH: If ever i 1wn· \\''1S ju tifl
Pation for an adju'ltnrPnt of fnrf'~ :1nd 
frci,hts. it wa; ut the pre .. cnt tinw The 
shrinkag·o ;had not !wen causPd b\· los• of 
traffir~else the Commission<'r's report \Yas 
;,yrong;. fie referr·ed hon. mr-mbers to page 9 
of the report of the Commissioner, where 
that officer eho"·r-d that the i:,croa for 
1920-21 over 1919-20 had been 1.02 per cent. 
in respert of rasseng-ers~ 9.23 per cent. on 
11arcels, 9.36 per cent. on minerals~which 
hon. n1embers had stressed as huving "lhovvn 
a tremendous falling off-20.66 per cent. on 
agricultural produce. 21.56 P"'' cent. on wool. 
a:1<l 34.11 nor cent. on live stock. The onlv 
d _·rrr-ase ;had been i'l rr,,ne{'t of g,.ner.il 
nwrchandise, where it had l•-'' n 6.13 per 
cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L.ums: \Vhat 
a bout the additional mileage? 

::1-Ir. TA YLOR: Therce had been a few 
hnndr0d miles additiona 1, hut not o1tfficient 
to nrr·Dnnt for the ennrmou-; shrinkarr; Thcv 
}•nd had this enormous increasC' in a rcycnue. 
vet thev had as big a deficit "s had ever 
b~,cn ,·ho""'''ll on the raihYays for any one 
:vf'DT. 

:'v1r. PnsE: \Vhat about thl' inn-c.' cd 
expenditure in ,\-age,~ and coal? 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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Mr. TA YLOR: They had had increased 
expenditure, which, the Commissioner in his 
report pointed out, had been mainly on 
aceonnt of wage,--> and nutterialc::. If thobe 
''"ere the causes, why di·d the: not as sensible 
men deal with them? The Minister told 
the1n they \VCre carrying stuff as lo\v JS any 
other State in the Commonwealth. It was 
time they were not carrying stuff as low as 
any other State in tho Commom\ealth. An 
adjustment of fares and freights rou;d be 
effected which would not press unduly on 
the man on the land, if it were left to tb 
men who were in control of the ~y~,te1n. 
Victoria wa, able to do it in 1920 , .. ·:tl!Out 
imposjng extra taxation in the \Yay of 
freig·hb on the agricultural producer. and 
they could do it in Queensland. The cities 
and tm\n wcee not contributing their fair 
nuota to the revenue of the State·. \Vhether 
l1e ·D~ kicked out of Parliament or not djd 
1oot v:orry him a bit. He said the people on 
the land at the preoent time were bc•ing l>lcd 
''hi to to provide fm the plca··urc ar l c•njo,\. 
n1cnt of the peop]:o. in the rnctrn 1ol it an 
d~~trich;, and it \Vas tin10 they "took a 
tumLh~" in that dirrrtion. On a preYious 
occa•,ion, "'hen the iJrcsont Treasurer was 
Secretary fer Hfliiway", lw 1.\lr. Taylor) id 
that, if he! had hi-; \•-ay, he ,~-ould rait::~ the 
pus·cngcr f2.rc; in the metropolitan ar:o. by 
15 per to 20 per c<:'nt. on tlJP follo'.~'ing 
dav. A \VCC'ks nftc~r\< u1·cb thcv \Ycre 
raised. lie ho 1ec1 the GoYcrnnlE'nt w(nd·d do 
the s::.1nc~ no, .. -~ b~can;;• he roniC'1!d1~d thcv 
"n~re rwt dcv ~oping· tbc Stab:-. if tho railw:-ty·~ 
had to sho•r a deficit such as ther ha·d last 
.ve.ar. It \Ya3 enough to break 't.ho bcarts 
of the nH'n in charg-e of the railways to he 
criticised in the wav thev hctd to be in that 
Chan1ber in connc~tion \vith their manage
ment of a concern which had cost the State 
about £50 000 roo. The uffkers of the 
department had to "carry the baby." They 
were told this, that, and the other expendi
hue \\·as wrong, and that the economic~, 
pffPde<l were not right. They wore found 
fault with, "·hen tlw fuult lav with circum
stances ovC'r whic-h thev had !w controL It 
was time the Government gave them that 
control. 

Political control had been referre-d to dur
ing the debate. His idea was that the 
arpointment of the CommiHioner should be 
the function of the Government, but, after he 
had been appointed, the filling of the various 
positions should· develop upon the officers 
co1:cerned. He would r ·a·d a little extract 
wit·h regard to the Great Northern Railwav, 
\Yhich would be found on pugc 44 of the Coln· 
missioner'"" report, and ,l_b-out which he vvould 
like tho Minister to give then1 so1ne infor
niation-

" Prohably one of the 1nost difficult 
problems to face in dealing with the 
running staff on the Great Northern 
Railway, and which causes considerable 
irritation and complaints to the Commis
sioner, is that caused bv the great fiuc
twation in traffic, vvhirh du1~ing son1o 
periods nf'ressitntes overtin1r, and at 
others ' lying off.' This is clearly illns
h·ated by the nery great decrease in train 
mikagc during the last half of the year 
under review. For the first six months 
the train miles run totalled 836,267 while 
in t-he 1 ast eix months the tota'l onl v 
reached 477.081. a little more than half 
the mileage of the first half-year. To 
keep a staff of running men sufficient to 
carry on the business for the first six 

[Mr. Ta.ylor. 

months would mean during· the last half 
of the year they would practically only 
rec0ive half-tirne; while to ca.rry only 
etaff sufficient for the slack period would 
invoh·e the J·'l}'rncnt of 11 very large sum. 
in overtitue, and the pay1nent per annurn 
of considerably more to each employee 
than Parliament had provided. It was 
hoped thC~t, by carrying a staff to meet 
what was termed 'normal traffic,' both 
short tirnc and excessive overtime would 
be Jcs-)~~ncd. Unfortunately, last year, 
thrDugh the excc;;:sive falli.ng off of traffic}' 
this result v, =ts not achien __ ~d. and exc.eB
sivc overtirnc was \Vorked by ;c:on1c during 
the bus,,- n1onth:3, and al' o very short 
t.in1P during the slack period. 

'"To ove;rorne t.hi.,-;-, I suggested a 
sclw1no which, in n1.v opinion, would tend 
to equali~e the ""'early carni~gs of each 
einploycc, n1ake overtime less attractive, 
and i 1lance exncnditure. but, unfortu
li;:tLly, th2 ti·,ue ;.,as not opportune for its 
jntroduetion." 

That was signed bv Arthur J. Crowthor, 
General :Manager arid Acting Deputy Com
missioner of the Northern Railways. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You believ"' 
in non-int-erference with the Commissioner? 
That matter was dealt with by the Commis
sioner himself. lie did not agree with the 
General JYfanager. 

Mr. TAYLOR: He was not saying that 
thc.re was any interference politically in that 
matter. \Yhilst the railways W·'re to a very 
grc-tt extent unckr political control, every 
member of Parliament had to take a certain 
ad,·antngo of the fact. It would be very 
interestii1g to know just what Mr. Crowther's 
report was, and why it was tur11<'d down_ 
Il was evidently making an effort to deal 
with a difficult situation. It was no use 
thinking that they could run their railways 
1·ery much longer as they were at present. 
Moro than half their public debt had been 
spent on the railways. The Minister had 
mentioned .dueation as another non-paying 
State activity. There were certain activities 
of a State which necessitated t.he expenditure
of money without the receipt of any r_:venue 
from them, and one of those was education_ 
Another was health. Any Government ought 
to see that such things wore carried on in the
best and most efficient way; but, so far as 
railways wrre concerned, the question of pay
ment for services rendered should be con
sidered as far as possible. He did not argue 
or intend to argue th'-!t their railways should 
always pay, or probably should be made to 
pay, but it \vas a farce to go in a direction 
which meant that they had to pay £1,700,000 
for the railways out of consolidated revenue 
in one year. Hon. members opposite had 
said that the position was partly due to the 
extra wages and salaries paid to the men in 
the service, because the wages paid prior to 
the adv·ent of the Labour Government were 
practically starvation wages. He would refer 
hon. members to the sworn evidence given in 
the Arbitration Court last vcar bv Mr. 
Can·oll, a member of t.he Legislative Council, 
and JYlr. Moroney, secr-etary of the Railway 
Union. If hon. members looked up the files 
of the " Daily Standard" and other papers, 
they would find that tho.se gentlemen said 
that, notwithstanding the extra money the 
men were receiving, they were no better off 
now than in 1914 or prior to 1914. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That applies also to the 
ordinary worker. 
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The SECP.ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is an 
ordinary statement. You do not attach any 
importance to that? 

Mr. TAYLOR: If they did not attach 
import-ance to a sworn statement in the 
Arbitration Court, to what were they going 
to attach importance? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Were not the 
men asking for increased wage'? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Exactlv. Hon. members 
opposite had been pointing out that. the 
Government had done so much better for the 
employees, whereas the Opposition had been 
pointing out that they had not done a. bit 
bett.er than the previous Government. The 
evidence of those men was that in past years 
the men were better off than they were 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you 
think they were better off ? 

Mr. TAYLOR: He certainly thought that 
a man acting for the railway employees was 
in a better position to g;ive evidence than 
he was. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you 
hear what Mr. Carroll said in the Legislative 
Council on the same subject? 

Mr. TAYLOR: He did not, and he took 
more notice of what. a man said in the 
Arbitration Court than of what he would say 
in that Chamber or in the Legislative 
Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You talk 
about the good old clays when the workers 
were better off. Do you ant to see the 
cane farmers supplying cane at 10s. a ton? 

::\ir. TAYLOR: No. He had never ex
pressed a wish to see anything of the kind. 
He was merely drawing attention to a com
parison between the old conclit.ions and wages 
to-day. If a man ten years ago could get as 
much for ls. as he could get now for 2s., 
was he any better off or worse off because now 
he got twice the wages he used to get? 
During the last half-dozen v-·cars price"' of 
everything had risen out of~ all proportion, 
and there did not appear to be any wav of 
adjusting them or finalising the rise. Unfor
tunately, they had not got much " forracler" 
in that direction, but no doubt things were 
tendmg to a more normal condition-by which 
he did not. mean starvation wages or abject 
poverty. He had never advocated that. He 
knew what it was to work for a iiving, and 
to be short of a £1 note as much as anybody; 
but they were striving to improve the condi
tions in Queensland, and, if the railway 
managers were allowed t.o have supreme con
trol of the service, he believed they would 
h>:ve . better. control than at present. A 
'ClentJfic adJustment of fares and freights
call it what they would-could be made to 
stop the immeme leakage that existed to
day. He hoped the Minister would seriously 
consider the criticisms offered from the Oppo
sition side, although they were told that 
they had not advanced any suggestion that 
was helpful or intelligent in any wav. 
He could bear out the remarks of the ho~. 
member for Burko with regard to the limited 
powers of station-masters and other officials 
in the Railway Department. The powers of 
those men should not be so circumscribed. 
At present they could do very little at all 
as everything had to be ref€n·red to head: 
quarters or to some particular official before 

anything could be don<>. If the station
masters and other men in responsible posi
tions were given more authority, they should 
not have, in eonnection with the railways, 
such a balance-sheet as the one they had been 
considering during the present session. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount M organ): The 
hon. member for Windsor stated that, 
although he was a metropolitan member, he 
would ad vacate that the railways in the 
metropolitan area and to the seaside should 
be made to contribute towards the revenue 
cf the State. He (Mr. Stopford) was chair
man of the Public Works Commission for 
some years, and he had recommended for 
the favourable consideration of the House 
many railways that, had he been acting for 
a private company, he certainly would not 
have recommended. The reason why he 
recommended those railways was because he 
believed that State-owned railways possessed 
manY virtues that were reflected in an 
indi1:ect manner in the benefits they conferred 
on the State, and one of the greatest benefits 
they found in a large populated area like 
Brisbane through the posse.c,ion of State
owned railways was that they were able to 
give to the working population ready access 
to the seaside at a very low rate. They did 
not look for any financial return from the 
expenditure on those railways, but they 
looked for an indirect return through having 
a healthier working class and a more con
tented community through the advantages 
conferred upon them. Another great advan
tage that the cheap railway fares round about 
the metropolitan area gave them was that 
they werE' able to avoid in a large measure 
many of the evils of the older civilisations
evils known as slum areas. Under a system 
of State-owned railways, where they were 
able to convoy the worker as far as Eagle 
Junction for the nominal fee of 3d. return, 
they were able, with other legislation, to 
permit him to live at least 4 or 5 miles from 
his VI ork and to bring his chil-dren up under 
healthier conditions than would be possible 
if hc were asked to pay a. rate on the raih1~ay 
that would enable that railway to show a 
credit balance· at the end of the year's trans
actions. If they wore going to run the rail
ways as a private company would be forced 
to run thorn, then they would have to charge 
a prohibitive rate, with the result that the 
workers would be forced to herd together in 
close proximity within the city area, which 
would have a bad effect on the physique of 
the race, as was shown conclusively during 
the groat war, when in England the standard 
had to be repr·ate·dly reduced because the 
physique of the men was such that they could 
not pass the necessary medical examination. 
In a young country like Queensland, with 
their vast unoccupied spaces and with theil' 
sunny climate, it would be a. disgrace to. 
legislators if those evils existed. If there 
was any portion of the State that owed much 
to the fact that they had in existence a 
State-owned railway, it was North Queens
land, because they could not possibly hope 
to develop that part of the State unless they 
provided means of communication and transit 
to the settlers who were pioneering in those 
districts. He would submit for the favourable 
consideration of the Cabinet something that 
came under his notice since his electorate 
had become so disorganised through the indus
trial trouble. There were in that electorate 
100 men who were the sons of farmers, Ol' 
who, if they were not the sons of farmers, 

Mr. Stopforrl. J 
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had at least some farming experience. vVhen 
addressing those men he had pointed out the 
advantage it would be to themselves and 
tho State .if they were to go upon the land 
and endeavour to carve out homes for them
se! ves independent of a boss. The result 
was that he approached the Lands Depart
ment, and was rather startled to find tl1at 
the department had to confess that they could 
not settle lOO settlers in Queensland within 
ea"y access of a railway and give them a 
rea-onablc prospect of making a success of 
it. In North Queensland they were spending· 
large sums of money in the construction of 
what was kno·.1·n as the North Coast Rail
" ay from Innisfail on, and they had the 
Tully River lands and the land on Maria 
Creek, whore they had what was going to be 
the most successful soldier settlement in 
Australia. They had fertile lands close 
enough to the South J ohnstone Sugar-mill 
tn ensure sw·-ocss to any so{dicr who cared 
to work hard in the early stages, with the 
assistance he could get from the Federal 
Governrnont. Success was assured, because 
he had sent some of his returned soldier 
electon up there and received most gratify
ing reports from them. \Vhile the State w;s 
sp<mding a largo amount of monev in buil-d
ing that railway, they were hampered in the 
settlement of the land b,.- the fact that the 
capacity of the S'outh Johnstono ::Ylill was 
limited to an :·dditional 50,000 tons of cane. 
Although they had plotted out 180 blocks 
of land for returned soldier settlement the 
mill capacity would only permit the~ to 
place eighty men on that land. As a lYoult, 
that railway was not going to get the amount 
of traffic over it that the land in the vicinit, 
was capable of providing unless the Govc"Jl
rnent recogni .. ed their responsibility and 
duplicated the existing mill. He believe·d 
in the view> expressed by many of the 
speak<'rs-that not one more mile of rai lwav 
should be built in Queensland. He belic,·ed, 
fron1 his experienc'J as chairnHil1 of the 
Public \Vorks Commission, that the Govern
ment should come forward and say to those 
who were holding land along existing railwav 
!inn and not using it for productive pm:
poses, " \V<; are going to tax you on the 
non-product1ve value of your land, based on 
the income tax of the man on the ·block next 
to you." In many of the country districts 
such unoccupic.d land constituted a menace 
by breeding pests to the detriment of the 
man who was qtilising land in the neigh
bourhood. That was not something that the 
Labour party alone had subscribed to. 

_The or&"aniser of the National party had 
gn·en ev1dencc before the Public \Vorb 
Commis<ion in Cairns, and he put the ques
tion to that organiser, who stated that there 
was not a farmer in North Queensland who 
would not subscribe to such a policy. If the 
Governn1cnt vvould issue instructions that a 
certain portion of the land alon~ their raiL 
way lines not put to productive" use should 
be taxed on the income tax of the man \Vith 
a similar block next to it within twclvP 
monthR. much of that land could be rosumed 
at a normal figure bv the Government and 
given to men who would be prepared to 
put it to a use that would benefit the v:hole 
State. 

Another matter wrapped up in the develop
!nent of t~e St":te, and of vast importance 
1:1 connecbon w1th the problem of making 
their railways pay, was a matter he had 
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touched on some time ago when he advocated 
the building of roads as feeders to their 
railways. They had a ~lain Roads Board in 
exlStence, but he was not in favour of the 
policy that that board appeared to think 
it was their duty to pur~uc. He did not 
believe the Main Roads Board was there 
to give then1 a road from Brisbane to 'I'oo
woomba so that they might bP able to 
"joy-ride" in motor-cars. A close study of 
the agricultural districts of the State, as 
chairman of the Commission, had showed him 
conclusively that alongside many of their 
agricultural lines that wm·e not paying the 
State to-day interest on the money invested 
the area of production used for the develop
ment of the State by the production of 
agricultmal products was limited to 3 miles 
from the railways owing to the bad state of 
the roads. The dairying industry was limited 
tn 9 mil<'s, and after that, although the land 
was just as good as it was within the rail
'vay area, it \vas giyen over to grazing. He 
contended that the railways returned to this 
Stat-: 1norc than tho original cost in enhanced 
land value on their Crown lands and 
enhanced timber values on timber that would 
otherwise have been dP .. troyed if the rail
ways had not been built. He claimed, 
although others might say it was a book
keeping entry, that the time had come-and 
it was probably an argnment that Labour 
members would use if they were on the 
Opposition side of the Chamber, when a 
certain portion of that revenue should be 
medited to the Railw:tys Department and 
earmark0d for roads that would enable them 
to settle a population and carry on agricul
tural pursuits 7 or 8 miles on each side of 
the railways, and the dairying industry for 
a dist:;nce of, say, 15 miles. vVhen they 
recogmsed those things and set themsel ve' 
to deal with the problem v.-ithout party feel
ing·, they would see that what thev were 
looking 'for in Queensland was not roads 
between thr·ir principal towns. The policy 
of the Main Roads Board might have been 
an excellent thing in Victoria, where the 
villages were a short distance apart and 
where intertown traffic could be carried on 
in between; but in Queensland they should 
b•., in a position to provide feeders- to their 
railways, not only to make the railways pa::. 
but to destroy something that hit the eve of 
any man going into agricultural centr8s to
day. The Public \Vorks Commiqion wonld 
urrive at a town to-dav. and just about the 
tim? for the train to go they would see thirty 
veh1cles in all stages of dicrenair and a 
large ntnnber of horse vehic1f'8 bTinging one 
crean1 can or hvo rrcaJn cans to the raihvav 
station. Those men v:ore taking themselv<'s 
away from the avenues of production to do 
"hat they could do systemati.·ally with one 
or two men with a little organisation. The 
success of Germany during the early stages 
of the war, and the success that was assisting 
her in her reconstruction work to-day, was 
brought about by scientific organi,ation. and, 
tonless the people of Queensland prepared 
to organise their industrial life. something 
like that, tbey '"f'rc not going to oyorrmne 
111any of the eyils that confronted them 
to-day. 

Another matter he wished to· touch upon 
nff~cted, not only the interest of North 
Queensland, but tho whole of the interests of 
this State, and bdorc he sat down he honed 
the matter would claim the attention of· all 
sections of the Committee. Thero was in 
Queensland to-day a Commission going into 
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" matter of vital importance to the State, 
and that was the linking up of the railwn.y 
Eystems of the Northern Territory and the 
South of Australia. The Premier of Queens
land had made many state.nents to the Press 
claiming the advantage of having that link 
n1adc through Queensland, ,-ia Camooweal 
and Daj arra, and thence alonrr the line 
ori··.iEally propo 'ed by the late D~-. Kidston. 
That was a InattC'r of Yital impol'LD.D2e to 
Queensland and of vital interest to the 
Federal Gm·crnment and to tho people of 
Australia. IIo understood that some agrc·e. 
rnont ex:isted botwPE>n South Australia and 
the Fedontl Government that the line shou i c1 

take a certain cour3e. That agreon1ent 1ni":L.t 
have been an·ived at without due rec:ar l to 
all the evidence that could be itddtlcPd in 
favour of the Toute going through Queens
land. Being authorised bv the Cabinet to 
make investigations into ·the development 
of the Gulf country by a system of railways. 
thP Public ·works Commicsion had traversed 
a lar!;G portion of the Northern portwr, ul 
the State. As a result of those investiga
tions, he was satisfied that North Queensla'nd 
should be settled by building a railway from 
Camooweal to Burketown, ;,-ith a connection 
from Catherine River to Camooweal throcJi;h 
Daj arra am! on through the route s"i<'ded 
bv the late Dr. Kidston. of which he was not 
j,) a position to speak about because he had 
not been over it, eycntuallv- linking up fron1 
Dunnamulla to Bourke. That route should 
have the undi~·ided support of ·all se, tions of 
the Committ0e. He hoped the Premier 
would not go into re cc ss until he had 
extended an invitation to hon. mcmber:3 
opposito and the Queensland Federal mem
bers to form some sort of a committee, and 
that he would instruct his officials and export 
<Jf the vm·ious departments to prepare a case 
for Queensland to se0 that the claims of 
Queensland were placed in a proper manner 
before the Commonwealth Roral Commissioll 
before they came to deliberate on the 
evidence they had taken. 

Recognising that through State-owned rail
ways and through the advantages of develop
ment and other indirect benefits. he recom
mended the early construction of the North 
Coast R~ilway to the Tully River, as the 
settlement of, say, anoth0r 100 men on the 
·Tull.v River~who would be engaged in pro
ductive purouits, who would require an equal 
number, if not more men, in industrial pur
suits to provide them with the necessaries of 
life~would be an adequate· return for the 
expenditure of money on that railway in
<lead of, as some hon. members suggested, 
either increasing freights or reducing wagP'"3. 

Regarding the extension of the capacity of 
the South Johnstone ::Vlill~which was one of 
the finest mills of Qu0ensland with splendid 
extraction capacity~hc had been informed by 
officers in <"harge of the Government mills 
that it could be duplinted. and he sincerelv 
trusted that woulcl be done' in time to 
lmYe the added freight coming over the 
mihyays immediately they were prepared to 
recerve rt. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (Tanan(lo): He thought 
that the last two speakers had hit the nail 
on the head so far as making their railwav 
svstom what it should be was concern,od. 
The leader of the :-i'ationalist party, who 
represented a metropolitan constituencv, had 
shown what would help to nreverit the 
deficits with which thev were faced at the 
present time. · 

1921~5 0 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Increased 
fares and freights. 

1\Ir. EDvVARDS: Increased fares and 
freights in the large centres. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: All cccntres. 

:'\fr. EUWARDS: The hon. member did 
Lot say in all centres. He (JI.fr. Edwards) 
had ab·a0·s held that it was absolutely neces· 
sary to put the people in the large centres 
of population on the same footing as thE\ 
people in the country districts with regard 
to fares and freights; but, at the present 
time, people in the largo centres were travel· 
ling on the railways for about half the rates 
paid be· those in the country di.~tricts. The 
worst paying branch line in the country dis
tricts acted as a feeder to the main lino, and 
hel]kd to make it pay, and the people in 
the country districts who were paying such 
high freights and fares were making it 
possible for those in large centres of popula
tion to enjoy the ·advantage oi low freights 
and fares. He agreed with the hon. mem
ber for :Mount Morgan that land settlement 
should go hand in hand with railway con
struction. That was one of the most 
important questions before them. They 
should give every encouragement to the 
people to settle in the country and increase 
production. 'The increased traffic caused 
thereby would make the raih' ays pay. It 
was necessary to Sf'·~ that the unoccupied 
land adjacent to the railways was brought 
under cultinttion, and to bring that about 
the man in the country would have to receive 
the same treatment from the Government as 
the man in the large centres of population. 
So many concessions had been given to the 
large centres of population that it had had 
the effect of drawing the people from the 
country to the towns. 

Mr. PEAbE: That is net true. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : It was true. He thought 
that the Southern railways were practically 
carrying the Northern railways. The Corn· 
missioner's report showed that there was 
scarcely a railway in the North which was 
paying, but many in the South were paying, 
so that it could be said that the Southern 
railways wore practically carrying the 
~m·thern railways. He did not say that that. 
was wrong, because they had to develop the 
State in every pob·;ible way. The hon. mem· 
ber for Mount Morgan had made a state· 
ment which it was hard to understand. The 
hon. mcn1hcr had been chairman of the 
Public \'i'orks Commission for a number of 
ye,ars, and, after recomn1ending various rail
ways, he nm' stated that he did not think it 
a wise thing tD build any railwa:·s at all. 
He hoped that the Secretary for Railways 
v.-ould recognise the necessity of squaring up 
freights and fares. :.Jotwithstanding what 
was sa id by the :Minister about cheap rates, 
the people in the countrv districts were 
paying n1oro for tho carriyage of groceries 
and other article' than '"·as the case in any 
other State of the Commonwealth. Those 
were the things that were inducing young 
p,,vple to stay in the cities and were prevent
ing· the deYelopment of the country. 

'Y1r. f'OLLIJ\'S (lJnwen): Th0 leader of the 
Nationalist party ·,ras to be congratulated 
on the action ho was taking in connection 
with the railways, vhcn he made it quite 
clear that h,, ''a, in favour of increasing 
fares and freiehts. In d~aling with the 
Northern Division, the hon. member had 

Jf r. Colli.'l8.) 
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made it quite clear that, if he had his way, 
he would increase fares and freights in and 
about the metropolitan areas. He was sorry 
they could not get a declaration from the 
hon. member for Nanango as to where he 
stood in regard to the attitude taken up by 
members of the Opposition, who had hesi
tated to say that the remedy in regard 
to the deficit on the railways was to increase 
fares and freights; or, in the words of the 
leader of the Nationalist party, that the 
people should pay for services rendered. It 
was refreshing to hear the hon. member for 
Townsville s·ay that, notwithstanding the 
slump with regard to copper in North Queens
land, North Queensland was still prosperous, 
and-the hon. member should have added
prosperous under a Labour Government. 

The question of free railways which had 
been mentioned was not new; free railways 
had been advocated before he was born. 
Hon. members who advocated them were not 
alone in their advocacy. The secretary of 
the Farmers' Association on the Inkerman 
Estate recently wrote to him asking him, as 
member for the district, to place before the 
Secretary for Railways a request that their 
cane should be carried free from Home Hiil 
to Proserpine, a distance of a little over 90 
miles. Although the rcqu·est was not 
granted they had done that to enable the 
cane to' be crushed at the Proserpine mill, 
owing to the fact that the mill in their 
own locality was not able to deal with the 
crop. On one occasion the Government had 
taken over 30,000 tons from Home Hill to 
Proserpine to be crushed. He had received 
many letters of thanks from sugar-gTowers 
from Home Hill for the assistance given 
them by the Government. . 

Labour members as a party were not advo
cating free railways. Where did the hon. 
member for Aubigny stand in the matter? 
Did he believe that fares and freights should 
be raised all round, like the leader of the 
Nationalists, or did he believe that only the 
city people should pay increased fares? 

Mr. MOORE : I do not believe in carting 
sugar-cane free to a mill, and charging high 
freights for the carriage of fodder for the 
feeding of starving stock. 

Mr. COLLINS: He was quite willing to 
admit that in Mr. Crowther they had a 
good man as general manager of . the 
Northern railways system. He had found 
Mr. Crowther to be a good man when he 
was in the Southern portion of the State, 
and the Government had shown some judg
ment in having selected him for the position 
he now occup'ied. He had received many 
letters of thanks for the way the Government 
had made it possible .for the eoanegrowers 
to get their cane to the mill easily by pro
viding the number of sidings they had pro
vided. 

Mr. BRAND: In the Bowen electorate? 
Mr. COLLINS: He 'represented a more 

important sugar district than the hon. mem
ber for Burrum. He was dealing with the 
railway system of the North .at the present 
time. When the Southern ra1lway vote was· 
before the Chamber he waited patiently to 
hear the hon. member's views, and he was 
quite satisfied the hon. member knew very 
little in regard to the conditions of the 
railway system in North Queensland. He 
was very pleased to find in the Commis
sioner's report, at p.age 41, the following· 
passage:-

" The standard of maintaining the per-
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manent way of the Northern railways' 
should not, owing to the long distances 
over which few trains run, be the same· 
as that fixed for railways in Southern 
Queensland carrying a much heavier 
traffic. Moreover, many of the railways 
in the North were built for light traffic 
at slow speeds. and to establish the 
Southern standard on these lines would 
necessitate considerable expenditure in 
improving the road, which expenditure 
should be a charge to capital. At pre
sent, o;Ying to reduced earnings and very 
high cost of labour and material, the 
standard has been fixed eo as to carry 
the traffic with safety, and make good 
any depreciation. As traffic improves, 
and money becomes more plentiful, and 
more modern appliances can be used, 
such as motor pump cars for fettlers, the 
standard will be improved, and the 
speed of trains increased. 

" The erection of fettlers' cottages in 
the West has been proceeded with, ten 
married men's and eight single men's 
quarters having been built during the 
year. 

" The lengthsmen appreciate highly 
the improvement in their living condi
tions afforded by having these cottages, 
and, seeing- that interest is returned on 
the expenditure by way of rent, it is to 
be hoped that in the current year a sum 
of money will be set aside to continue 
the erection of simil.ar buildings." 

He wanted to draw the attention of the 
Minister to two paragraphs in that report
that relating to the provision of motor pump 
cars for fettlers being one. When he was in 
Opposition in 1910-11 he had hammered away 
at that particular matter. It was about time 
that they, who belonged to a race of people 
claiming, so far as the inventive faculties w:re 
concerned, that they had reached a very h1gh 
stage of development, discontinued the prac
tice of asking men to work their own pump 
cars to their work. As Mr. Crowther had 
mentionod, they should make available motor 
pump cars for fettlers. On many occasions 
when he had been organising in different 
parts of Queensland he had gone with those 
men and had worked his own passage; and, 
after having done 10 or 12 miles, the men 
did not feel as fresh as they would if they 
had been able to sit hack at their ease in a 
motor pump car. 

Mr. MOORE: Do any of them go 10 miles? 

Mr. COLLINS: Another portion of the 
paragraph he had read stated that the 
lengthsmen appreciated highly the improve
ment in their living conditions afforded by 
having cottages built for them. He hoped 
that system would be extended so. that the 
men who were responsible for the mainten
"nce of the r·ailways would have provided 
for them up-to-date accommodation. He had 
never thought they conld do everything by 
a stroke of the pen. They had to advance 
step by step. 

Reference had been made dnring the de
bate to the question of the railways not pay
ing. It was quite true that the railways in 
the North did not pay .any better than they 
did in the South. 

Mr. MOORE: They pay worse. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: Anybody who had fol
lowed the earnings of the railways for a 
nnmbcr of years must know that, when the 
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great Cloncurry field was in full swing, the 
:'\orthern railway system was a paymg pro
position; and he had no doubt that, when 
thino-s were adjust.ed throughout the world 
-and o cheap coke wa.s provided with the 
deYelopment of their coal mines, the 
Clcncurry mines would be reopened. Much 
depc1:dcd upon the cheapening of coke. 
vVben the railway to the Bowen coalfield 
was completed and cheap coke was made 

to the owners of the large copper 
the western portion of the ~ orth, 

haJ no doubt their railways would be 
more successful than they were at the pre-
8ent time. Hon. gentlemen did not seem 

realise that the Government had improved 
condition of the vvorkers on the railways. 
was not one of those who was carried 

with the cry that it cost more to live 
than it did in 1914. That was the 

a rgmnent used by the leader of the Opposi
tion. They had no guarantee that,. had there 
been a Tory Government sitting on the 
Treasurv benches during the past six years, 
wages ~vould have been increased at all. 
Ho realised that millions of people! belonging 
to the working class in all countries had to 
live upon very little indeed, and it did not 
follow that, because there was a war on, 
wages would have been increased had their 
friends opposite been sitting on the GoYern
ment side. For years past hon. members on 
the other side had opposed bringing the 
railway men within the scope of the Arbitra
tion Court. It did not always follow th1ft, 
bec:1.usc prices of conunodities increased, 
"'" g~s would increase proportionately. He 
inteGded to let the electors of Queensland 
know the amount that had been granted 
them in the way of increases. He found 
that on 1st September, 1921, the hon. mem
ber for Rockhampton (Mr. Forde) asked the 
Sn:rEtary for Railways the following ques
tior; :-

" ·what is the total amount expended 
in increases to railway men since the 
Lal1our Government took office in 1915; 
o:r;d what was the total amount granted 

tl:em by of increased wages and 
in Eix years of Liberal 

Government?" 

The answer was-
" Since 1915, £1,841,575; in the six 

(6) years immediately preceding 1915, 
£364,479." 

He supposed they would be told that the 
Arbitration Court awarded the increased 
wages. That might be so, but they ought to 
point out to th·o railway workers that, if the 

Government had not taken posses
[2 p.m.] sion of the Treasury benches, 

their opponents-judging by their 
remarks-would not have allowed them to go 
to the Arbitration Court, and

1 
therefore, it 

would have be·en more than likely that they 
would be on low rates of pay. He remem
bered w·hen men had to work very hard on 
the railways for 6s. a day, and there was no 
guara.ntee that they would not have been 
receiving similar pay to-day if the Opposi
tion had remained in power. In the North 
the railway men seemed perfectly satisfied, 
and were very anxious that. the Government 
should remain in power; nor -did he have any 
comphints from the primary producers in 
regard to freights on primary pro-ducts; and 
the General Manager of the Northern Rail
ways made special reference to the fact that 
the Northern railways depended upon primary 
pro-ducte for their support. He would like 

to know what the Opposition meant by 
political control. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : You are not so innoc-ent 
as you seem. 

Mr. COLLINS : When the hon. member for 
Drayton sat behind the Government. no doubt 
he pulled the st.rings on behalf of his friends; 
that could not be said of the hon. member 
for Bowen. He had not seen the political 
control that the hon. member t.alked so much 
about. Did hon. members opposite mean 
that members on the Government side had 
been abl-2 to get their friends into the 
service? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Some of them, anyhow. 

Mr. COLLINS; Even if they did, if t.hey 
rendered good service to the State-to use the 
phrase of the leader of the Nahonalist<>-what 
complaint had hon. members on the other 
side to make? Did they mean that t-he 
Minister should exercise no control? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Oh, no; that is quite 
different. 

Mr. COLLI~S : Did they mean that the 
whole control should be handed over to the 
Commissioner? As a representative of democ
racy, he was opposed to bureaucracy, because 
that was what it meant. If they were gomg 
to hand over the rights of the representa
tives of the people to Commissioners here 
and Commissioners there, they would be 
building up a bureaucracy which lat.er on 
the democracy would hav-e to set out to fight. 
He believed that the Minister should be held 
responsible, not the Commissioner; and, if 
any hon. member could make out a good 
case, no doubt the Minister would listen to 
it. He had always claimed, since he had been 
in Parliament, that, after he had made due 
inquiry, his word, as that of a representative 
of the people, should be taken before that 
of any Government employ-ee. He was not 
going to play second fiddle to any officer 
employed by the Government. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You are letting the· 
cat out of the bag now. 

Mr. COLLINS : He was not. He was 
stating their rights as representatiY.es of the 
people against a bureaucracy. Members of 
Parliament got· their pow·er from the people; 
officials had to be appointed by the Govern
ment. He could look after railway matters. 
in his electorate better than officials, because, 
if he did not know the requirements of the 
p-eople he represented who did? That was 
not interfering with the -discipline of the 
department. It was time hon. members 
realised where they were drifting as represen
tatives of the people, not only in Quecns
_land, but throughout the Commonwealth. He 
wanted no bureaucracy but a democracy, and 
it was a democracy that was now sitting on 
the Tr·easury benches-government of the 
people by the people. (Opposition laughter.) 
He was not finding fault with the Commis
sioner. If he possessed certain powers, let 
him exercise them. Did he say in his report> 
that he did not have the control he should 
have under the Railways Act? It was time· 
hon. members opposite ceased talking about 
political control, seeing that the interjection 
of the hon. member for Drayton was tanta
mount to an admission that he used to exer
cise political control when he sat behind the 
hon. member for Bulimba, and other Minis
ters. What was really wrong with the House 
was indicated by the hon. member for· 

J/r. Cul/til'.i 
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Nanango, who admitted that he knew nothing 
about the Northern railway system. It wa.s 
just about time the Government consi·dered 
the question of placing on the Estimates 
sufficient money to give all members who 
had not visited North Queensland an oppor
tunity of seeing its wonderful resources and 
development, l).nd the wonderful railway sys
·tem they had in a spa.rs·ely populated part of 
the State. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The 
hon. member for Bowen ha·d given them an 
idea of "how to do it." He gathered from 
the hon. member that, if the Railway Com
missioner or someone else in authority did 
not do certain things !tfter having been 
asked twice, the word of a member was to 
be taken against the word of everyone else. 

Mr. COLLINS : I said " a.fter making 
inquiry." 

HoN. W. H.· BARNES: He further under
stood the hon. member to say that it was 
against the tenets of the Labour party for 
the Commissioner and the officers of the rail
ways to have supreme control. Under that 
system a great deal might depend upon the 
wisdom and knowledge of the MinistBr. A 
gentleman might be Minister who had VBry 
little knowledge of railways. He might be 
placed in an exceedingly awkwar.d position 
if he were asked to do something whwh 
meant that the Commissioner would get a 
setback. On the other hand he could under
stand the position if a man of experience 
were at the head ef the department. One 
oould imagine in such a case that it would 
be the easiest thing in the world for the 
man of experience to deal with a question 
in an effective way, whereas an inexperienced 
Minister might find it exceedingly difficult. 

The debate had been productive of a good 
deal of good, and he had followed some of 
the speeches with a very great deal of interest. 
For instance, the speech delivered by the 
hon. mBmber for J\fount Morgan was one of 
very great interest, and it ope.ned up ques
tions which linked the railways very closely 
with the lands of the State. It was very 
difficult to dissociate the discussion from land 
settlement. The question of good roads was 
also very clowly allied with the railwa_ys. 
Some of them knew the awkward pos1t10n 
<:>f the people in the country who were distant 
from a railway. He remembered takmg a 
trip on ~ne occasion from Kjngaroy ovBr 
to Bell. There was some beautiful country 
in that district, and there were people living 
there miles and miles from a railway who 
were going in for agriculture, and they 
were pheed at a very great -disadvantage 
in regard to getting their produce to a 
railway. The co~ntry was black. soil, ~nd 
in wet weather 1t was almost 1mposs1ble 
to travel over the roads. In order to 
develop the State, it was necessary to see 
that provision was made to provide good 
roads to the railwavs. He represented what 
migi1t almost be cailed a city constituency, 
and vet it was not quite a city constituency. 
. He hoeld very emphat'cally the vie;v that they 
were not going to ha vo surcess m the Cl ty 
unless thev had people comfortably settled 
on the land. If there was failure on the 
land. it must have a reflex influence on the 
city. The difficulty in getting traffic for the 
railways had been brou.,ht about by two 
things. One was the demand for shorter 
hours in the citv. The result of such a 
demand had been" to bring more people into 
the city and to leave fewer people in the 

[Mr. Collins. 

country to develop the land. It was the 
younger members of the community who 
gravitated towards the city, and who said 
to their parents that they were tired of the 
long hours associated with the agricultural 
industry. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is nonsense. They can
not get enough land to settle on 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
was in the habit of making statements like 
that. The fact remained that thoSI' cond;tions 
were operating in Queensland. It was very 
important that the trunk lines of railway 
should be completed. The hon. member for 
Mount M organ referred to the South John
stone Mill, and rightly said that it was essen
tial that Government lands which were avail
able close to a railway should be used for 
developmental purposes. 

Mr, BRENNAN: What about private lands 'I 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: They must have 

development if they were going to make a 
success of the railway; but it must be remem
bered that there were largo areas of land 
close to ra~ays on which it was not possible 
to make a living. Seeing that they had got 
the railways, it was up to the Government 
to see if some scientific method could not be 
adopted to make those lands available for 
people to settle on. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is more of your non
sense. What about " Bob Philp's" first-class 
land? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It was not the 
delegation now. It was wmething about 
"Bob Philp " in another direction. The hon. 
member had got " Bob Philp " on the brain. 
Anyone trav-elling from Brisbane to Rock
hampton would see that there was a quantity 
of inferior land alongside the railway, especi
ally between Maryborough and Bundaberg. 
They had to realise that it was their duty 
to settle the good laEds adj accnt to the rail
ways. 

'There was another question, which was a 
very big one in connection with the railways 
of Que·ensland. They must not lose sight of 
the fact that there were increasing dangers 
a.ffecting their own State and the Common
wealth-dangers which could not be lightly 
looked upon. A very great deal of the de
velopment that had taken place in the North 
in connection with the sugar-mills was the 
outcome of the farseeing policy carried out 
by the previous Government. 

Mr. PEASE: You never completed them. 
HoN. W. H. Ri\.RNES : Did not the pre

vious Government build the central sugar
mills ? The Liberal Government let the 
contract for the building of those mills. 

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. mem
ber is not going to discuss the wisdom or 
otherwise of building those mills. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was referring 
to the sugar-mills by way of illustration. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member 
"ould be quite in order in doing that . 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Mount Morgan had suggested the South 
Johnstone mill should be duplicated. 

Hon, vY. FORGA:-! SMITH : Who selected 
that site? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : A Royal Commis
sion selected the site. 

Mr. PEASE: The site prevents the duplica. 
tion of the mill. 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: They were dealing 
with the Northern Railwity system, and it 
was the duty of every hon. member to a·dd 
something to the debate to enable the depart
ment to meet its difficulties and increasr· 
its returns. He believed it was essential 
to build a railway right through to Cairns 
in the interests of the State, and he believed 
it was eBsential to build some of the feeding 
lines which were outlined years ago by the 
Liberal Government that could see ahead 
and were desirous of helping the great State 
of Queensland. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): To show 
the futility of the backyard policy of past 
Gc>vcrnmsnts, they did not trouble very much 
about easier curves and grades for 'a railway, 
but built it just to suit indivi dnal interests. 
Take, for example, the line up the Range 
from Helidon to Toowoomba. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member can discuBs the :t\orthern Railwe.ys, 
Lut he cannot come back to the Southern 
Railways. 

Mr. BRENNAN: He was going to show 
bow the policy applied· to the North. 
Instead of going Murphy's Creek into 
Toowoomba by a of 3 or 4 miles, the 
line was built 28 round the Range. 
Then hon. members opposite talke-d about 
!he wonderful engineering feat ! 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: How were you going to 
g·ot up the 2,000 feet? · 

Mr. BRENNAN: It would be his ciut7 
for the next few years, as member for Too
\VDomba, to advocate a direct route frorn 
Helidon to Toowoomba. That same policy 
applied to the North. There was regradinr; 
going on in the North; and where there was 
regradinO" and the curves v.rere sharp. it wa.R 

the engineers who built the line had 
interest in the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in discussing 
regrading and curves on this vote. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The expense in the 
upkeep of their railways had been brought 
e bout by the backyard policy of past Govern
u_~_ents. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : How do you know 
that?. 

Mr. BRENNAN: They knew that because 
they were told it. He was very much 
imprebSsed by the epeoch by the hon. member 
for Mount Morgan, who spoke about a Fede
ral Commission coming to Queensland to 
deal with the question of connecting up the 
Ncrthern Territory with the South of Aus
tralia. The Premter should see that he got 
the officials of the department, and hon. 
members on both sides, to meet t.he Com
mission, to see that Queensland got the best 
wnce.3sio"ls possible. The Federal Govern
ment, through the late Sir John Forrest, 
made an offer t.o con,.nect North and South 
Australia but the Denham Government would 
not accept the conditions in connection with 
connecting up with the Queensland railway 
svstcm. He had not seen the report, but 
h·,l understood that was true. The hon. 
member for Bulimba and the hon. member 
hr Albert were members of the Denham 
Governmeni_j, 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Yes. 
Mr. BRENNAN: Why did they not accept 

the suggestion of the late Sir John Forrest? 
Hon J. G. APPEL: That is exactly what 

we desire to bring about. 

Mr. BRENNAN: It was e.n important 
matter. The hon. member for Mount Morgan 
was right, and he (Mr. Brennan) would give 
a small example to show how settlement had 
hcen impeded by the want of roads. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will discuss that matter from< 
tbc aspect of the railways. 

1\Ir. BRENI\'AN: If they had the roads, 
tl1e railways would pay. 

Mr. BEJiBINGTON : Who are going to pay 
for the roads? 

Mr. BREI\'NAN: They must have good 
lT·ads as feeders to the railways. He would 
give an example. Between Gowrie Junction 
"nc1 Ki ngsthor pe. a distance of 4 to 5 miles, 
formers could not use the black soil road to 
tLe railwav. He had got the Mini,,ter to 

to T~owoomba, with the result that a 
was put in at Box Camp, and to-day 

there '':ere eight or ten more farn1ers sending· 
cre-am to the hctory. That was on a closely 
ectt led portion of the Downs. That only 
e.howed what it meant to have goo-d roads 

feeders to tbeir railways. He thought 
hon. member for .Mount Morgan, who· 
had more experience than most hon. 

membas in tbe Committee, having travelled 
a greater portion of Queensland as chairman 
of the Public Works Commission, should be 
listened to. The hon. member had m•de an 
e"cellent speech, and he would like to hear 
,,ther members of the Commission speak on 
t.hc matter. They wero men who could speak 
with authority, as they had travelled the 
countrv. The hon. member for Drayton 
could "speak, but only of that portion over 
whch he had travelled. The hon. member 
for Drayton had not travelled as far as he· 
had over the State. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have h·avelled more in 
Qncensland than any six hon. members on the 
other side. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. BRENNAN: He would like to '1ea1· 
tho Railway Estimates discussed by ev<_lry 
h0n. member, and then have a Commission 
to dissect the speeches-taking out the cream 
of the spceches~and by that means they 
could get a system whereby the railways 
would pav. It was only speeches like that 
delivered· by the hon. member for ~.1ount 
Jlilorgan--

Mr. EDwARDS: Do you agree the 
!>con. member for Mount Morgan no 
further railways should be built? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes. They should ~nly 
build the ttbsolutely necessary commumca
tions, but they should settle the land adjoin
ing the railways. He d1d not agroe With 
the hon. member for Bulimba t.hat Crown 

·tar.ds should be settled. Private lands and· 
freehold lands should be settled before they 
spent another penny on railway construction. 
There would be such a large popn]ation 
sE:itled along the railways that the.» c_o~ld 
stand them being run free. (OppositiOn 
lr.ughtcr.) If they settled all tho . waste 
lunds alongside the railways the ;ncome 
dnived from such settlement would be· 
greater th<m the whole of the present rtlliway 
r<'Venuc. To-day for mileB and mile· they 
wculd see one sheep or one beast. No ,-onder 
thB railways did not pay ! If the country 
was closely settled, the wealth would be so 
great that there would be no need to charge
freight on the railways .• 

Mr. FLETOHER: The railways are in a fair< 
. way to being settled now. 

Mr. Brennan.J 
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Mr. BRENNAN: Nothing could be said 
by hon. members opposite against the admin· 
istration of the present Government. 'l'he 
or,lv argument they had to offer was to 
circulate misrepresentation in the local 
papers oa,ch day. Those papers left out the 
practical speeches made by members on the 
·Government side of the Chamber. 

The CHAIRMAN : Or.der ! 
Mr. BRENNAN: When he got on to a 

most important matter he was taken off the 
trail by hon. members opposite, and he harl 
to answer them by explaining the reason 
for it. At the present time they had just 
turned the corner, but in the future they 
W(>uld see what the Labour administration of 
th<' railways meant. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : It was 
very nice to hear hon. members advocating 
the building of good roads as feeders to tho 
Tailways but they could not build a good 
road fo; under £2,000 a mile. Who was 
going to find the money? Were the farmers 
in the country districts going to find it? 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like the hon. 
member for Drayton a,nd other hon. members 
to remember that I cannot permit a discus
sion of a roads policy on this vote. I have 
permitted hon. members to discuss the desi_r
ability of making roads as ~eeders to. rarl
way lines and thereby mcreasrng the railway 
revenue, 'but I am not going to permit _,. 
discussion of the Main Roads Board on thrs 
vote. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The roads which 
1rero to act as feeders to the railways could 
not be built without money. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will 
be in order in referring to that on the vote 
for the Main Roads Board. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Very well. He 
wishe·d to refer to the deficits on the rail
ways in the North as well as elsewhere. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must 
·confine his remarks to the Northern Division. 

At 2.32 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member for 
Nanango advocated the equalising of the 
railway rates in the country and the cities 
in order tD meet the deficits, and hon. mem
bers opposite tried to make out that the 
hon. member advocated a general rise in 
rates, but the hon. member did nothing of 
the sort. They had been asked to make busi
ness propositions in connection with the 
railways. One way was to equalise the rates 
in the coastal cities and the country in order 
to bring about a better financial state of 
affairs. 

Mr. PEASE: But that would not suit the 
farmers up North. They are on the lowest 
rates. 

Mr. BEBBI::-<GTON: Their rates were 
double 1vhat they were in the cities. 

Mr. PEASE : They are not. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the hon. member 
would examine the schedule of freights and 
fares for a ·distance of 10 or 20 miles around 
Brisbane, and compare them with those in 
his electorate, he would see what the differ-· 
ence was. If the rates were equalised, the 
financial position would be very different. 

[_,ii,£r. Brennan. 

Reference had been made to the opening 
up of land alongside the railways, and there 
were large areas of land which could be 
opened up in the North, as well as in the 
Southern and Central districts. They were 
asked to borrow money at high rates of 
interest to build railways into the country, 
and as ~oon as thoso railways brought in 

that money was sent down to the 
to be spent, and the country districts 

got no benefit from it. Tho people on the 
land paid in taxation, rent, and other ex
penses no less than £2,071,374, the whole of 
which was expended in the cities. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How is that 
made up~ 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He would give the 
item in connection with land tax for last 
year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It comes 
from the cities. The farmers only contri
buted 4.6 per cent. of the land taxation. 

Mr.. BEBBINGTON: They collected 
£1,500,000 from country lands through the 
Lands Department--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Pastoral 
lands, you mean. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And why should 
that money be spent in the cities? Why 
could they not spend £500,000 of it to build 
country railways? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I would 
point out to the hon. member that the ques
tion under discussion is not the building of 
railways, but the administration of the 
Railway Department. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Secretary for 
Railways said that the starving stock rates 
were the lowest imposed by any Government. 
He would remind the hon. gentleman that he 
had left it until the last drought was nearly 
over before he reduced the rates. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. Wha,t 
month was the reduction made in? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He could not say 
what month. 

'l'he B.ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
be fair. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He had had more 
than one conversation with the hon. gentle
man, and pointed out that, while stock were 
dying in the coastal areas, within 150 miles of 
the coast there were empty stock trains run
ning out North and North-west the whole of 
the time. Those trains might have carried 
their starving stock at low rates, but, in
stead of that, the cattle were left to die by 
thousa,nds. The Minister had left it too 
long before he reduced the ra,tes. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
entirely wrong. 

Mr. BEBDINGTON: When he did reduce 
them, he only gave credit for the reduction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I ·did not. 
wrong again. \Ve reduced the rates 

It was not a rebate. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The GoYernment 
wert? a long th11e before they gave any con~ 
cession at all, and then they only gave a 
rebate a,s a credit for a time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
get the facts before you make those state· 
ments. 
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Agricultural 
Department claims the freights now. I will 
show you the letter if you like. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: When the dr<mght 
was breaking up. he met the Minieter in 
George stret>t, and impressed on him the 
difficulties of the man on the land through 
the stock dying, and soon after that the 
hon. gentleman altered the rates; he would 
gi Ye him credit for that; but, it was nearly 
at the close of the drought before any con
·COS.~Ion \vas n1ade. 

Mr. SW AYNE (Jfirani): He did not wish 
to delay the vote, but he thought that, as 
"" I\orthen member, he might say a few 
words. He wished to see the vote go through 
as soon as possible, in ordBr to get to the 
construction vote, ahcut which more could be 
said. He would like the Minister to tell 
thc·m when they would have th·2 through 
-train to Mackay without having to change 
carriages at Rockhampton. 'l'he line was now 
open, but he understood from travellers that 
they had to change carriages at Rockhamp
ton. They ha·d to pay £1 per night over and 
nbove a.ll other charges ; and on such long 
journeys, when they had to spend two night"' 
in the train. every convenience and facility 
should be afforded. 

A good deal had been said about the 
disastrous financial position of the railways. 
Year after y.ear, in spite of record revenues, 
they found themselves getting further and 
further behind. So far ~ts they could ga'llge 
the position by tlu t;, o opening months,' the 
present financial year pr o_nised to be even 
worse than its predecessors. He had the 
monthly figures in regard to the railways for 
July and August, 1921, and he found that for 
those two months, while the revenue of the 
·department showed a decrease of over £87,000, 
the expenses had increased by over £38,000. 
It seemed to him that, no ratio was pre
served between the work done and the expendi
ture. It must be recognised that there was a 
limit to that sort of thing. There were 
various ways of dealing with the poJition. He 
was riot one who desired to cut down wages 
below a fair thing. He thought .a lot of 
unnecessary extras had been piled up which 
perhaps were not due to the fault of the 
Minister or the administration. One solu
tion of the difficulty was to give the railways 
more to do by increasing settlement on areas 
adjacent to railway lines on which agricul
ture could be carried on. In that regard, 
the Railway Department and Lands Depart
ment should work in collaboration. They 
should see that the plough was used to a 
gTeater extent. Under the present Adminis
tration, unfortunately, that had not been 
brought about. In fact, they knew the area 
-of land under cultivation was decreasing. 
'They would have to take two or three depart
ments into consideration when discussing the 
matter. Before Parliament met again the 
Minister might discuss such question with his 
-colleagues, a.nd see if something could be 
done to imnrove the position. He hoped 
they would have time to discuss the construc
tion branch of this department. If they were 
g!ven the opportunity, some interesting revela
tions would be made. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K ezJpel) : The hon. mem
ber for Queenton had mentioned the matter 
·of engine power and lighting in North 
Queensland, and urged the necessity for 
improvement in the North. He (Mr. Lar
combe) expected the question had been 

handled up in the North in the same way as 
it was being handled at Ipswich at the 
present t1me. The number of engines in 
dock for repair at Ipswich was not as great 
now as it was in January, and they had a 
number of locomotives on order. The matter 
of lighting would receive consideration. 

It was astonishing to him to listen to the 
gloomy propaganda so sedulously propagated 
by hon. members opposite. They had had a 
full debate on the first vote and they should 
have allowed this vote to g~ through. 
. Mr. VowLES: Your own members did not 
let it go through. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Only one or two Government members had 
spoken, and they had done so under provoca
tiOn m order to reply to criticisms which 
had co-ne from hon. members opposite. There 
should be no limit to the discussion but all 
the votes had been well discussed' on that 
for "General Establishment." 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: You di cl not let us have 
any discussion last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They had got it this year. Hon. members 
opposite had led the public to believe that 
they were going to make interesting revela
tions, but they had not made anv. 'The fact 
of _the Government having brought on thew 
estimates, as requested, had nullified and 
deacdened any criticism that might have ap
plied to the Railway Department. Speeches 
had been made pro and con, and no doubt 
the public would be astonished at the sound 
case of the Government and tho paucitv of 
the criticism of the Opposition regarding" the 
railway administration. To his mind, on 
this occasion the Government had really put 
the Opposition on their defence. They had 
said to the Opposition, " What is your policy 
for improving railway administration, if you 
assert that it is unsatisfactory?" The reply 
from various members had been-(1) increase 
fares and freights; (2) reduce wages; (3) 
curtail the staff; (4) cut down the train ser
vices. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No. You have something 
worse than a bad memory now. That is an 
incorrect statement. 

T.he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Albert in 1918 advo
cated increasing fares and freights; and 
that hon. member repeated that statement 
on the previous day. The leader of the 
Nationalist party was fair and honourable 
in his attib>de; but he advocated increased 
fares and freights and a policy to which 
the Government did not subscribe. and 
which he (Mr. Larcombe) contended was 
nci a sound policy to pursue. Other hon. 
members, perturbed at the outspoken utter
ar,ce of the leader of the Nationalist party, 
r.ad hastened to suggest that they could not 
agree with their leader; but what had they 
to say about the remarks of the hon. member 
for Albert and of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis? The-criticism of the Railway Esti
mates by thf· Opposition was insignificant in 
comparison with the necessity for explanation 
by the Opposition of their attitude on the 
four points he had laid down. The Govern
ment had a sound policy of keeping fares 
and freights down to a reaBonable minimum, 
and also of keeping t,he staff down to a 
reasonable minimum. (Opposition laughter.) 
It was well known that for the six years of 
Labour administration the increase in the 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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r:umbor of employees was not as great as 
.;i was during the last three years of Tory 
adminietra ti on. 

Hon. _J. G APPEL: But we ma-de the rail
v·ays pay. 

The SEORE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. mcmbero could not get away from the 
het that there was sound and efficient man
ngcment of the department at the present' 
time. It was true that there had been a slight 
reduction in train mileage as compared with 
the last year the hon. member was in power, 
l.mt the fact remained that, on the test of 
Pl!·phyces, the railway administration of the 
Government stood pre-cminently justified in 
comparison with that of their opponents. 
It wonld ta.ke hon. members on the other 
s'de all the recess to· explain away the 
insidious policy they had promulgated during 
the debate. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Will you tell the electors 
<ell that wo said? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He would quote the wholo of the evi-dence
the whole of the truth. The discussion hid 
been of very great interest, not only to ho'1. 
members, but also to the country, which 
wanted to know what the Oppositio" would 
oubstitute for the present railway adminis
tration. 

Mr. VowLES: Efficiency. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It would tak<' them aJl the recess to explain 
away the four items he had outlined. Hon. 
members expected that their remarks would 
go into "Hansard," and that there would 
be no reply by Government members, but 
the Government were not going to allow that 
tG happen. 

Mr. FLETCHER: We offered useful sugges
tions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Any constructive suggestion would be hken 
into account by the department, but he wa'> 
speaking pa.rticularly of the four princiv1l 
lines of policy which the Oppos1tion advo
cated as those which they would enforce if 
they got into power. 

'l'he leader of the Nationalist party had 
got back ·to the question of the deficits. Tin!e 
and again he (Mr. Larcombe) had pointed 
out that railway deficiencies existed in 
Queensland before the Labour party came 
into power, and that they existed to an 
<enormous extent in Tory-governed States in 
other parts of the world. Why di-d hem. 
members opposite base their arguments on 
the assumption that Tory rule meant no 
railway deficiencies? 

The leader of the Nationalist party 
rderred to a scheme which the Genero,l 
ManFLger of the Northern Railways had 
recommended with regard to working em
ployees, and which had not been approved. 
It was not accepted because the Commis
sioner was not satisfied that there was suffi
cient evidence to justify his endorsing it. 
'I'be scheme, briefly, was to lay off employees 
after thev had earned a certain wage for the 
yGar. That might mean that married men 
with families would have to lie off and single 
men be taken on, and, moreover, although 
the scheme might equalise the distribution of 
thE> income over more men, it might not make 
for efficiency. They must treat with respect 
any suggestions from the General Manager, 
because he was a good and efficient officer, 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

b·c>t the Commissioner did not approve of his 
scheme in that case. 

Regarding matters of policy, if the Minister 
or Cabinet had any say, they would not s.hirk 
responsibility. It was recognised that the 
Cabinet had some say in deciding what 
freights and fares shou.ld be. It was aston
ishing that this dual control policy to which 
hon. members opposite objected was laid 
(icwn in the Railway Act, not by the Labom· 
party, but by their opponents. 

Mr. MooRE interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
was not r-esponsible for what outside people 
might say. Propaganda was circulated, not 
only in the Press, but also in the trains, 
streets, and elsewhere. There was always 
somebody to whisper subtly poisonous pro
paganda against the Labour Government, and 
the more untruthful, the more valuabl-e it 
frequently was for the Opposition. Hon. 
members COLlld talk in a general way of what 
they heard in the street, but they offered no 
proof in support of their statements. 

He wished to refer to the action of the 
hon. member for Bulimba. When the hen. 
member was Secretary for Public Works, 
he exercised Ministerial interference. He 
stepped in and nullified a wag-es board award 
after it had been arrived at in a proper and 

legal manner. Let hon. members 
[3 p.m.) explain away their own defici-

encies. Why did they exercise 
political control? Why did they commit all 
the political sins of which they now accused 
the Labour party? To quote the words of 
Emerson, " Our opinion of others is a reflec
tion of our own character." If they applied 
that argument to the criticisms of hon. mem
bers opposite, they had a very fair idea of 
what those hon. members would do if they 
were the governing party. 

The hon. member for Drayton raised the 
question of starving stock rat-es, and he would 
like to make a reference to what was done 
as early as September, 1920, when the depart
ment made a 50 per cent. reduction in 
starving stock rates. Immediately the 
request was laid before the Railway Depart
ment they conce-ded what was requeste-d. It 
naturally rested with those concerne-d to come 
a.long to the department, and when the Go
vernment were approached on the matter the 
request was carried into effect. He did not 
wish to claim any credit for it, but, on the 
other hand, hon. members opposite should 
not misrepr-esent the case. Hon. members 
opposite reminded him of Tomkins's dog-he 
did not say that in any offensive sense. Tom
kins's dog howled when kept on a chain, and 
it was perfectly miserable when it was let 
loose. When the Government announced a 
surplus at the end of the financial year, 
Opposition members howled. Now that the 
Government had a railway deficit, hon. mem
bers opposite wore perfectly miserable. He 
did not know what hon. members on the 
Government side of the Chamber would have 
to do in order to satisfy the Opposition. To 
quote Thackeray-

" Say what I will, do what I will, there 
are some who will hate me to the end of 
the chapter." 

Hon. members opposite hated the present 
Administration, and nothing they could do 
would satisfy the Opposition. It did not 
matter how sound their policy was, it would 
be misrepresent-ed and would be attacked.· 
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The criticism of the deficit brought to his 
mind the words of Pope-

" Some figures monstrous and misshaped 
appear 

Considered singly and beheld too 
near, 

\Vhich, but proportioned to their time 
and place, 

One distance r•concilcs to form and 
grace.'' 

There being <onsiderable interruption, 
The TE:\IPORARY CHAIR'\IA~: Order ! 
would ask hon. members not to interrupt 

the speaker. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \VA YS: If 

they t.ook into consideration the whoJ.e of the 
facts elicited during the discussion, they 
realised that the word "·deficit " had no 
terrifying significance at all. They recognised 
the enormons advantage the railways had 
bo'n to the primary producer. The people 
o~ the State, on more than one occasion, had. 
indicated their confidence in the Government 
and he was satisfied that, when the oppor: 
tunity occurred again, they wouJ.d again show 
their confidence in Labour administration. 

Mr. SWAYNE (.liirani): The hon. member 
twitted the Opposition with having utterly 
failed to justify their criticism. At any rate, 
they had brought before the people of Queens
land w·hat the position roally was in regard 
to the ra1lways. He had only to repeat t.he 
fi_~urcs that had been quoted already to jus
tJ,y what he \\as saying. They had shown 
that the Railway Department in 1915-1916 
returned a profit of over £48,000. The first 
year the Labour party took control of affairs, 
the railways showed a Jo;, of over £500.000. 
The next year they showed a loss of £750,000; 
in 1917-1918 thev showed a loss of over 

LOOO,OOO: in 1918-1919 thev shmved a loss 
of £1.100,000; in 1919-1920 they show a loss, 
roughly, of £1.250.000; last year they showed 
a toss ?f £1,750,900; and, judging by '?\'hat 
was gomg on, this year they were going to 
show a loss of over £2,000.000. Could any 
greater justification of the criticism of th'e 
Opposit.ion be quoted than those figures? And 
all that the hon. gentleman had been able to 
advance as a means towards making ends 
meet was the confiscation of five-sixths of 
incomes in Queensland to pay the cost of 
running that department. Boiled down t,he 
only solution the Minister had been able to 
offer was the confiscation of practically the 
whole of the mcomes of the peopJ.e of 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR R~\ILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, li cpp< l): He rose to a 
point of order. He wanted the hon. member 
to withdraw the statement that he had advo
cated th<l confiscation of incomes. He had 
never 111entioned the \Vord " confiscation " or 
the ,,·ord ''income." 

The TE11PORARY CHAIRMAN: I hope 
the hon. member will withdraw the words to 
which the Minister takes exception. 

:\Ir. SW A YNE : He withdrew. but at the 
same time he would point out that the 
J'v[i nistcr most certain!"- expressed the opinion 
that that p;re~t utility should not be a 
;·,'venue-producmg utility, and he discussed 
the question of 1dwthcr it should not bo 
made free. 

GO\'ERN}fENT :idEMBERS: Withdraw! With
draw! 

'\1r. STOPFORD: You are "crayfishing." 
The TE1IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The hon. member has withdrawn, and I must 

ask the hon. member for Mount Morg·an to 
cease these interruptions, otherwise I must 
take some other action. 

Mr. SW AYNE: According to the taxation 
returns, the total income-> in Queensland 
amounted to £12,000,000, so that, if the hon. 
member's proposal was carried into effect it 
would absorb five-sixths of the total inco~es 
of Qu<'ensland in order to run the Rail
ways Department, which costs, with interest 
and working -expenses together, £7,000,000; 
th<tt, added to the £3,000,000 alreadv taken 
by direct taxation, bore out what he said; 
and, therefore, he had some justification for 
what he said. Seeing that there were so 
many other departments being run at a loss, 
if the whole policy of Queensland was to be. 
moulded on those lines, it '1'\"'uld take more 
than Queensland earned to pay the cost of 
Government departments as run by the hon. 
gentlemen opposite. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPART:\IENT OF JUSTICE. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
;'v1ullan, Flindcrs) moved-

" That £21,679 be granted for ' Depart
ment of J usticc-Chief Office.' " 

IIc would be pleased to give any information 
hem. n1embers might desire. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): He would like 
some information in respect of the increased 
fees charged in the Real Property Office for 
the registration of documents. He would 
like to know, firct of all, what justification 
there was for the increase. It was claimed 
that it was additional taxation on land 
transactions. · 

Mr. BRENNAN: Have you got a list of the 
fees? 

Mr. VOWLES : He had them in his head, 
which was the proper place to have them. 
'l'his was a-dditional land taxation and a 
recurring· taxation on every transaction that a 
man had with his land. In the past the fees 
were reasonable, but now in some cases they 
had been increased by 100 per cent., and 
there did not seem to be any statutory 
authority, so far as he could see, for those 
increases. He would like the Minister to 
state the authority for the increases, and let 
them know at whose sugestion that additional 
taxation upon the public was arrived at. 

In connection with the vote under discus
sion, he noticed that three clerks have been 
dispensed with, but the vote was slightly 
larger than it was last year. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is owing to 
automatic increases. 

Mr. VOWLES: There \1 ore various 
matter' that should be discussed in connec
tion with the vote. One was the system of 
gambling which was so prev·alent in Queens
land to-day. He hoped they would be able 
to get some details of the balance-sheets and 
other matters in connection with the "Golden 
Gasket." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That does not 
come under this department. It comes under 
the Home Department. 

Mr. VOWLES: Did the Attorney-General 
net issue a permit for the " Golden Casket.,, 

The ATTORNEY-GE};ERAL: No. 
1>1r. VOWLES: There was no statutory 

authority for carrying it OIL If it was not 
C.d'riccd on with the authority of thee hon. 
gentleman, it was a breach pure and simple 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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of the Suppression of Gambling ""\et. He 
thought that the person responsible and who 
should answer the questions that the public 
required answers to was the Attorney
General, who was tlw person responsible for 
granting permits. He did not care what 
department or subdepartment had the real 
control or management of the "Golden Cas
ket," to his mind the department which 
should be atta-ckod was tho department re 
sponsible for its existence, and that appar
ently was the Department of Justice. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Quite \nong. 

Mr. VOWLES: He thought he was right, 
"nd that the carrying on of the "Golden 
Casket" must be wrong. It was not only the 
principle that he was taking exception to, 
but the fact that for the large amount of 
money that was bE'ing handled no balance
sheet was presented to the public. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gc?ltlc!Y!~r::. :Jhc~ld h::1T.~G di;;cu>.;cd th0 adilliJ.J.is
tration of the "Golden Casket" under the 
Ilome Secretary's vote. 

Mr. VOWLES: That opportunity had slip
ped past. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You can do it 
again on the Supplementary Estimates. It 
was discussed on the Home Secretary's vote 
to some extent. 

Mr. VOWLES: Were any details or any 
balance-sheets given? 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

liir. VOWLES: It appeared to him that 
there was some reason why these things 
should be covered up. 

Mr. PEASE : What does the Auditor-General 
say? 

The CHAIRMA:--.J : I wish the hon. mem
ber would obey my ruling. 'l'his matter was 
mentioned on the Home Secretary's vote. 
Several hon. members discussed it, and, if 
the hon. member wished to discnss the 
administration or the objects to which the 
money was devoted, he could have discussed 
them on the Home Secretary's Estimates, 
There is no objection to the hon. member 
discussing the granting of a permit or the 
non-granting of a permit under this vote. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was the question of a 
permit that he "anted to discuss. All these 
things should be aboveboard. If it was 
being carried on, and a lot of money was 
being handled without any legal authority, 
there v~:1s something wrong. Somebody 
should take the responsibility, and the person 
responsible was the Attorney-General. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Quite wrong. 

!VIr. VOWLES : He could not understand 
it. The Suppression of Gambling Act stated 
that sweeps should not be carried on, and 
the only departure from that principle was 
when the Attorney-General granted a permit. 
Apparently the "Golden Casket" was being 
carried on in an illegal way, and should be 
closed down that very afternoon. The whole 
thing was surrounded with mysterv. There 
"as no permit and no parliamentary author
ity for its being carried on. Who was re
sponsible for its being carried on 9 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Government. 
Mr. VOWLES : What right had the 

Government to carry it on without the 
anthority of the Attornev-Genoral, and what 
right had they to brea·k the law? There 
shonld be a permit. 

[Mr. VaU'les. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC L-iXD~: Don't 
you know that the AttOL•Cy-Gcneral i' a 
member of the Government. and, therefore, 
he acquiescod in the permit being given? 

Mr. VOiVLES: IIe was afraid the Attornc:·· 
General had acquic;ccd in :t lot of other 
things that wore not right. Be did nut 
oppose the principle personally, bec:mse. be 
took a ticket in the Golden Casket oecaswn
ally, and he wonld like to win it if he could, 
hut the thing should be run aboveboard and 
there should not be the suspicion in connec
tion with it that existed ouisido tbe Chamber. 

1'hcro \.\'Cre n1atters in various branches 
that he would discuss a" he went along. He 
supposed that the Magistrates Courts Bill 
would come before the Chamber at a later 
stage. The Attorney-General had received a 
deputation of bailiffs from various country 
places asking that consideration should bo 
gi, en with respect to certain fees, and he 
thowrbt the Attornev-Genera l harl made 
certa1n promises to tha-t deputation. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: Yes. That will be 
CL '"erod by the Magistrates Courts Bill. The 
schedule of fees under the Small Debts Court 
will be repealed by the Bill. and the fees 
will be proYided for under rules of court. 

!VIr. VO\VLES: The bailiff in Dalby was a 
member o£ that deputation, 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: The fees arc very 
small. 

Mr. VO\YLES : They were so small th:1t 
it was almo,;t impossible to get a proper 
man to carry out the duties of bailiff. 

The ~\1'TORNEY·GEXERAL: They are only 
part-time officers. 

:VIr. VOWLES: They were part-~irne 
officers to the t''Ctent that thov g·ot a retamer, 
and part of it was going to be taken away 
because thoro were no civil juries to be 
8Ul11rnoned in the future, and, ·when the publ1c 
required the 'orvicss of a bailiff, the;: 
~':pcctcd him to be constantl.v in attendancp 
to serve processes of court. He had always 
claimed that those foes should be mcrea--ed. 
particularly in the country, where the cost of 
living was higher than in the city. He 'Ya' 
glad to· know ~hat consideration was go1;'-g 
to be extended m that regard under the nues 
of court to be issued l!nder the Magistrates 
Courts Bill. 

Mr. KING (Logan): He noticed from the 
Estimates that the travelling expenses of the 
judges of the Supreme Court w0re put down 
at £1,000, an increase of £100 on last year's 
vote. That \vas only a small amount, but 
it was rather strange that it should be 
placed on the Estimates, in view of the argu
ment nsed by the Attorne~--Gencral in the 
debate on the Supreme Comt Bill that the 
indO'os would be called upon to travel a good 
deal less than had boon the case in the past, 
and the Central and ~ orthern judges \\:ould 
be fixtures in Rockhampton and Townsnlle. 

The ATTORKEY-GEKERAL: We cxp,d that 
there will be a saving, but we have to base 
the Estimates on those of last year. \V e 
,vill not 8pcnd all that n1on0y; I can a~sure 
5Tou there v,·i ll bn a saving. 

Mr. KING: He hoped there would be a 
saving, as he understood the iudg-es would bo 
c ... lled upon to travel les". Tho an1ount '!Tas 
so smn 11 that it wa, not worth bothcnr:g 
about but it \Ya.s used as an argument In 

conno~tion with the Supreme Court Bill. . 
\Vi:.h l'egard to the expenses for lottenes, 

he was surprised to hear, when the leader of 
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the Opposition was speaking, that there were 
no permits whatever granted in connection 
with tha Golden Casket lottery, which was 
unrler the jurisdiction of the Home Secretary. 
Tho Secrotarv for Public Lands said that the 
Department ~f J ustico acquiesced in it. 

The SECRET,\TlY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : I said 
the Attorney-General acquiesced in it. 

:\Ir. KI~G: If a permit was not given, 
th'' Attorne,·-General had no right to 
acqtdosrc in it. 

'I'he H01IE SECRETARY: What is the use of 
the Gonrnmont granting a permit to them
selves? 

Mr. KING: The law ought to be followed. 
The Criminal Code was verv distinct on the 
matter. Section 234 provido'd.:_ 

" Any person who opens, keeps or u.5ef', 
any place for carrying on a lottery of 
any kind whatever, is guilt)' of a mis
demeanour. and is liable to imprisonment 
with ha,] labour for thr·co )'Cars. 

"The h~rm 'lottor~,, includes anv 
sc1JCmo or dnice for the sale gift dis
posrtl, _or distribution of anJ: prolJerty 
dependmg upon or to be determined bv 
lot or chance, whether b:v the throwing 
or casting of dice, or the drawing of 
tickets, cards, lots, numbers, or figures, 
or by means of a wheel or trained animal, 
or otherwise ho\vsoever. 

" This scdion does not apply to any 
lotter_v whiCh has obtained the sanction 
of a Crown Ltw Officer." 

11r. BREN:--IAN : That refers to a person. 
Mr. KI:NG: Was not the Home E!0cr<·tarv 

a per-on? Did he not carrv on tho bueiner:s 
of a lottery for his department? In 1919 
the late Mr. Ryan laid down certain rules for 
the guidance of the Attorney-General in the 
granting of permits to carrv on lotteries. such 
permits only being granted for lotteries in 
connection with charitable and educ'ltional 
~nstitutions and also for the benefit of persons 
1n nf'cOR:"Itous cucumstances. J-Ie Jid not 
think that permits should be <Tranted for 
a.ny indiscriminate purposes ouhi<fe those laid 
down by the late Mr. Rvan. It was onlv 
{'llCouraging gtmbling, \vhich they did no't 
want to cl0 in Queensland. 

:Mr. BRENNAK: LDDk at the gambling on 
the stDck exchange. 

J\fr. KING: Persons on the stock exchange 
·were n1en of rnature yoars, '"ho could choose 
for themseh·es, and, if they made mistakes, 
the.) had to put up with the co11sequences. 
He objected to youngsters being encDuraged 
to gamble. Cases had been mentioned in the 
Committee of :youngsters fourteen or fifteen 
years C?f age robbing their emp1oyer.3' stan1p 
boxes, m order to get 5s. to put into a lotterv. 
That shDuld not be encouraged in a civilised 
community. 

The Hm!E SECHETARY: You mentioned men 
of matnre age. What about the old chap 
Stanfield, in the Cnnt!Dr's Department, wh~ 
got awa:; with £3,000 or £4,000? 

l\lr. KING: He >Yould have to put up \Yith 
the con ... ;:•qncnr._•s; he was old ei:ough to 
kno1ov \vhnt the rc~u1t of his action would he. 
but a young::tcr was not. Young.-:t~rs shou]d 
not be tempted to take tickets in those 
IDttrriu. 

The Hm:r: SE~HETARY: I would fnyourablv 
consider the blo('kino, of r ,:;n:on3 und_'l' :"': 
certain_ age fl'OJn goi~g in for the " G,__ldf'~l 
Casket.'' 

Mr. BRE:--1~.\K: Do you take tickets in the 
" Gvlden Casket "? 

J\Jr. I~I::'-~G : lie had E8Yf'r done it yet 
Fi-e '?,-as u:...t clai1ning any virtue, but he d1d 
not dD it simply becaLJSO he had young·stcrs 
round hin1, and he did not vvant to sot then1 
a bad example. I-Ie recognised that the 
authorities were trying to put do\Yll strc<-:; 
gambling. Ho noticed that the _\ttornev
GPneral, in reply to a question, said that 
before any more prG:::ccutions took place ho 
·. ould get further evidence. 

'The 'I.TTORxEY-GENERAL: The police got a 
batch last week. 

Mr. KING: It struck him that the:v got 
a batch Df poor Chinamen. The:· i1 1 o e-
cutt'd persons who did not know any better. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \Ve got a batch of 
Britiehcrs. 

:\1r. KING: They deeerved it, bccatJsc they 
ought to knDw better. Ho wanted to r{'ad the 
follm•. inr; paragraph in the Police Commis
sioner's report in regard to gambling:-

" Action has been taken, with consider
able success, tD prevent the further spread 
of street-betting in Brisbane, and in out: 
side places the police have been active 
in att-·mpts tD prevent ille,.-al gamb:ing. 
\Yhile it appears to be impDssible to 
compl.,tcly eliminate the te;>dency :to 
gamblmg from the commumty. I am 
hopeful of eradicating it from public 
plac-es and from plac<•s where the absence 
of publicit_. and supervision ;:ives oppor
tunity for the introduction of undesir
able elcLnent~ and practices, quite apart 
from gaming as such. I should gladly 
\\'{']come nn addition to the pro&' nt 'htu
tory authority dealing with the suppres
~io:n of gambling." 

He would commend the last sent<'nco tD the 
1 oticB of the Attorney-General. and he hDped 
that the hon. gentleman wauld bring in 
lev!-lation as sDon as possible to give the 
J·olrce the po·,·:er they were asking for tD 
suppl'{'SS the Yice of gambling. 

:\fr. G REE='I (1'ou·nsrillr) : One matter of 
Yital importance to North Queensland con
cerning which the Attorney-General had given 
consideration in the nast, but which h'J \vould 
like to refer to nDw_._, was cyclone insnrflncc. 
Oa 5th .July, 1920, a deputation waited on 
the Attorney-General in Townsvillo with 
regard to the matter, and the hon. gentle
man said that he would give it early con
sideration. This was a matter of vital 
importance to the dm·e!Dpment and ,afcty of 
='IDrth Queensland, and he would be p]ea·ced 
if the Attornev-Gcnera] CDuld give the:n defi
nite information as 'to the action which it 
was intended to take in the near futurP. 
The m1tter had caus0d a great deal of wr,rr)' 
to the people in the North. That portion of 
the State was subject to an invasiDn from 
the East, and they should protect and encour
age the people there by every possible means ; 
and the more populous portion Df the State 
should share in the burdens of the North in 
that directiDn. 

He \Yas ab,olutPiy opposed to the "Gol-den 
Casket." HDn. members stood for protect
ing the children in their State institutions 

and sunounding them with good 
[3.30 p.m.] influences. The Director of State 

Children laid down that principle 
when placing them in the various home-<. 
lff' ould read the remarks of the Deputv 
Premier of New South \Vales C\1r. i\TcGir1:, 
:\Linicter of Health), on 20th July, 1920-

" My per,onal Yiew ie- that the public 

Mr. Green.] 
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State lottery would not be for the bene
fit of the people as a whole. For ox
ample, in Italy and in other countries in 
which a State lottery is carried out, 
degrading effects are found on women 
and other sections of the community, who 
will put their In ·t 5s. in the lottery in 
order that they may win by chance an 
easv method of existence. Thev cannot 
be ·blamed for this ; but, at the :-a me 
time, from a governm0nt point of view, 
it has, more or less, a demoralising effect 
on the community." 

Mr. PEASE: And everybody winks at 
Adams's swcepJ. 

Mr. GREEN: They did not. Adams's 
sweeps and all others should be prevente-d. 
The Federal authorities were lax in connec
tion with that matter. The action of the 
Queensland Government had a demoralising 
effect on the commLmit: as a whole, and on 
the young people particularly. If the:c could 
not finance their hospitals without degrading 
the State and dernoralising the community, 
it was a disgrace to the State. He was very 
pleased to hear the Home Secretary say that 
h., would tako action so that children under 
a certain age should not have the temptation 
plac"d in their way. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: There is a prohibition 
llO\V. 

Mr. GREEN: Information had been given 
to him that a stamp had been impressed on 
certain Stat· · s<:hool literature, eaying " Buy 
Golden Ca d<et tickets." 

:Hr. F. A. CooPER: By some agent. 

::\1r. GREEN: Not by the Government, 
certainly-by some agent. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: Give us that agent's 
TIU1118. 

Mr. GREEN: He thought he wonld be 
abl0 to obtain it. They should protect the 
youth of the State from such demoralising 
and degrading infl uf'nc,,s. If the Govern
ment were determined to carry on the 
"Golden Casket," he hoped ever3· care would 
be taken to presen-e and protect the children. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL (11lb,rt): He trusted 
the Attorney-General would afford the Com
mittl'c some <'xplanation regarding the in
Cl'eased fee' in the Real Property Office. 
Those fees ha,d been increa,,ed in some in
sta nccs by from 400 per cent. to 500 per cent. 
He had been at a loss to discover the justifi. 
cation for it. So far as he was able to read, 
it required an amendment of the Act before 
those increased fees could be charged. The 
original fees showed a profit, and the preQent 
incrr:a.~~es practically meant excessive 11.xation. 
Possibly it might not pre''B so heavily upon 
those engaged in land transactions and 
spec~laiions in the city, but it did press 
hoavdy upon the primary producers, and 
n:ore particularly the small men who pur
c!1ased farms and other property to carry on 
tnen~ 1''\0rk. 

Prior to the administration of the Stamp 
Officp by the pn"ent Government, in con
nection with an agreement for the sale of 
land on which terms were given, the amount 
of shmp duty charged was 2s. 6d., and only 
upon th~ completion of the full payment of 
the consideration money and the lodging of 
the tranAer at the Titles Office was the full 
amcunt of stamp duty charged. Nm1 the 
full amount was charged immediately upon 
the agreement for sale being mftde. This 
also pressed hardly upon the smaller men, 

[Mr. Green. 

who)in some instance~, experienced difficulty 
in raising the amo11nt of deposit to be paid 
on the purchase of a farm or grazing area. 

He would like the Attorney-General to 
give some attention to those two matters and 
explain why the alterations had been made, 
and, in the first instance, under what 
authority. 

::\fir. MOORE (1iubirrrzy:) He was surprised 
to hear that the Attornev-General hrtd not 
given a permit with rega;d to the " Golden 
C1.sket." 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: In other words. 
issue a permit to myself? 

Mr. ::\100RE: Quite right. The Govern
ment hhd no more right to break the law 
than a private individual. The Government 
had broken the law on other occasions, and 
had set a bad example to the people of the 
State. 

The H01[E SECRI:TARY: \Vln· did you not 
have us arru::ited? (LaughterJ 

Mr. J\IOORE: He wi,hcd he had known 
of it before, and he might have taken that 
action; and then the Governn1E'nt's majority 
would be gone. (Renewed laughter.) The 
Chairman of Committees also was in a 
dubious position, becauoe of his eomiection 
with a gambling concern like this. He (Mr. 
Moore) objectf'd to gambling device' of any 
description. The " Golden Casket " exer
cised a ,demoralising influence, and did no 
good to the S'tate. It was all humbug to 
say that " Tattersall " would g·et the whole 
of the money. Th<'y would not. The 
" Golden Caskets" had been developed to 
such a stage that they filled up once a 
fortnight. No doubt, the hospitals obtained 
funds from that source, but that did not 
compensate for the moral 0ffect it 'vas hav
ing on the people. Permits had been granted 
throughout the length and breadth of Queens
land for all 'Orts of gambling devices
" spinning jennies," " under and over seven,,._ 
nnd other devices. They were hel,d at shows 
;,nd country sports. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : The police can stop 
those. 

Mr. ::\IOORE: The police did not stop 
them. 

Mr. PLASE : They stopped them in Towns
ville. 

Mr. MOORE: That might be. Perhaps the 
same instructions were not giYen to the police 
throughout the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
are th<J chief inducement for people to 
attend. 

The H01\IE SECRE'rARY : "C\1ention one show 
w1tC're ''spinning jennic~{" have been run, 
c.nd I will promi.3e to get you a roport. 

Mr. MOORE: At the Toowoomba Show, 
and at t-wo small sporte meetings out from 
Jondaryan. 

The .\T'!'OR);EY-GEXERAL: They had no 
authority from my department. 

Mr. :YIOORE : Thcv ran them; and it was 
not in one place only<; it was at every show. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : The show people 
have the right to excl11de those people. 

JUr. MOORE: After the Ja,t Toowoornba 
show the rommiitee decided to put a stop 
to these fellows going on the ground; hut 
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1t should not be left to tlw show committee 
to den.ido \dH'ther a gambling stunt should 
he allowed. 

The HoME SECRETARY: If a man can·Jos 
,on gan1bling in a private house, how are the 
police to know 1 

Mr. nOORE: Thi; was dcne in public 
place' Thc_v hac! legisbtion to prcYent 
gambling, and it was allowed to go on in 
public places. IIe was glad to see that the 
" Liberty Fairs" and the "Allies' City" had 
been stopped, 

The SEr RETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Do you 
agree with the " t<:te" ? 

Mr. ::YIOORE: Ho believed in the "tote'' 
-on the racecourse; but ho did not be-lieve in 
having these things stuck in the main streets, 
as they were to-day. 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY: Do you not think 
j he police should shift thos"' " s11inning 
~ennies"? 

Mr. M OGRE: It depended on what po" er 
t)H'V had, Hr: 'tw one man who had three 
differ<>ut kinds of apparatus for gambling, 
and, ''hen the police sto.pped one, he started 
another, alld, when the:: stopped that, he 
;-,l,arted -..vith fHl .Anstralian crick;~ter throw
n:g rt ball· into rt little square. 'Ehcse were 
'tf-·}HlT 1 ntl v legalise•<! syst('rrls of gambling, 
hut tl,~ l,;ommissioner should h 1vc definite 
instructio,lS that such forms of gambling 
vrere not to bo carried on. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: All ihose illegal 
games of chance a.re stopped. 

I\1r. MOORE: They called them games of 
skill, such as throwing balls into holes with 
-different prices on them. He supposed that 
would be c:tlled a game of skill, but it had 
just the same effect as an ordinary game of 
chance, although the police we-re out of 
-court. He did not think such temptations 
should be placed in the wa v of persons who 
-congregated in places of amusement. The 
sooner all th0se permits for art nnions and 
similar lotteries were stopped the better. 
The Attornev-Gencral last vear sheltered 
h1msclf c!llde1: the plea that he gave permits 
ro church bazaar-, If that was so, it was 
time they were all wiped out. They found 
ihc police in :\lelbourno prosecuting a man 
io1· keeping a common gaming house because 
he sold " Golden Caske.t" tickets. 

The H011E SECRETARY: Did you see that 
Tasmania is going to raise the charges on 
" Tattersall's" tickets? 

Mr. IviOORE : He hoped they would raise 
them till they were prohibitiYe. It was pure 
hEmbug to justify the " Golden Ca.sket," 
becausf' pennitB were issued for art unions 
or the disposal of works of art. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE: Fraud 1s a work of 
arl, is it not? (Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE: Yes. One got books of 
tickets from all over the State from different 
people and shows, who announced that they 
,, ere conducting art unions under a permit 
granted by the .\ttorney-General. It was 
a poor way for a countrv show to finance 
itself by an art union for "a motor-car. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is the same 
system that has been in operation in Queens
land for yearE. 

Mr. i'IIOORE: That might be; but it had 
developed ·du1·ing the last ,few years to 
hemendous proportions_ He had heard mem
Lers with the sarnc political opinons as the 
Home Secretary, not only in Brisbane but 

E1lso in Toowoorr1ba. expressing the op1n1on 
that opportunities for gambling should not 
be made so acce~sible. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): Ho believed 
that ll-ll hour would be well spent in remind
ir.g the Gov0rnment of the evils that were 
c'"'sed in the community by these oppor
tunities for gambling. The Commissioner 
ior Police, in his report, had said-

" I should gladly welcome an addition 
to the present statutory authority deal
ing vviih the suppre sion of gambli:ng." 

He was not goiug to say that they on the 
Oppr ,it ion side po' ,essed all the virtues, 
for he wa-s prepared to admit that many 
P1en on the other side agreed that it was 
absolutely C'scntial that some steps s,hould 
be taken to prevent the community, particu
larly the younger portion of it, from ru- hing 
headlong to destruction in the way they were 
doing. The hon. member for Townsville 
had said that, with a view to preventing 
harm to the young, the practice shonld he 
stopped; he would go fa-rther and say that 
they should stop it in the interests of the 
middle-aged and elderly as welL They 
should do all they could to prevent anyone 
from falling in the way the Home Secretary 
had indicated one unfortunate man had 
done in squandering public money on horse 
racing. One of the curses in the community 
was the prevalence of entertainments like 
"Liberty Fair." He had had his eye' 
open0d very widely in respect to a "Liberty 
Fair" at w.hich the Citv council got a gnar
aetoo that thoro wouid be no gambling. 
He had receive-d a great many letters to the 
dfcct tha.t a considerable number of persons 
in the V alley area v~·crP ,~, a~ting their money 
ar:.d the sC'cneB 1vcre demoralising: and he 
Y.ent to hav•J a look at it himself. He coulr1 
assure hon. members that the scene was fit to 
make angels weep, let alone an ordinary indi
viduaL He saw young people im·esting their 
shillings, end grown men lo,ing the whole of 
their week's wages and afraid to go home 
because they knew they had been doing wrong. 
Th!l, law was evaded by putting up a box of 
chocolates as the priz0; but. if the individual 
di cl nnt want the box of chocolates, he took 
it to a little office and got t.he \·alue of i\ 
in money. Ducks and oth0r things \vere 
disposed of in the same manner. Any insti
tution or any organisation that depended on 
such means as that for its support ''-as on 
a rotten foundation. and hon. members were 
onlv doing their duty in taking every step 
they could to stop that kind of thing. 

The ATTORxEY-GExERAL: Did the City 
council not grant the use of their ground 
for that? 

Mr. MAXWELL: No. As was generally 
clone, an application was made to the Bris· 
bane City council asking if they had any 
obJection to certain things going on on a 
certain area of land that they had rented 
from certain people. T,here was a distinct 
co11tract entered into with the applicant' 
hnd the council that there would be no 
r.ambling of an:.- kind. As soon as the Bris
bane City council found out that gambling 
was being carried on they immediately 
stopped it. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER:- How long \Yas it 
running? 

Mr. MAXWELL: He could not >a_v; but it 
did not run twenty-four hours after he had 
been on -the ground to look at it. It was a 
disgrace to the community, and he would be 

L1f r. L1f axwell.] 
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sorry for any Government that a.-~ociated 
itself with anything like that. An interjec
tion had been hurled across the Chamber 
abDut sending n1oney to '"Tattersall." I-le 
had heard it said that by having the 
" Golden Casket " here the money was kept 
ia Queensland, instead of being sent to 
"Tattcrsall's" S\\·eeps. The rea-son 1-vhy 
legislation was pa,sed in this State against 
" Tattersall'::;" svvccp3 was on account of the 
damage it was doing to the young of the com
munity. Ho wanted to impreoG upon the 
Government the de:-irability of dc:tling >Yith 
the curse thl1t they had in their midst to-day, 
and to tr:: and save some of the young p: ople 
frorn goinr; to cl ·struction. He would like 
tLe 11r-t opportunity of taking anr hon. 
member, he did not care how big· a sport he 
rnight be, to sornc of thcso fairf'i, and. if that 
hon. nF'rnbr·r would agree that it \Y•as legiti
mate "i ,rut, he could not agree \\·jth him. 
Naturall:·. t-ho Government >Yere n ·ponsible 
for i ~,:uing permit':i, irrcspoc~ivc of \'hat any 
~~O\Y committee might do. Applic: 1tions 
had been made on behalf of a cm·toin insti
tution he was associated with to run c,ertain 
fairs or sports on the fift)-fifty or sixt:·-forty 
basis. Those proposals had all boon turned 
down. To a certain extent, the sho1-v C'orn
mittee were to blame for allowing those 
l'eople to cntci· thrir grounds. They must 
vrr down to hcrlrock. and to t'Je department 
which issued the permit, and that was the 
department which the Attorney-General 
ecntrolied. 

The ATTOH~\TY--G:::xER.\L: I can as,,nrr trhf' 
hon. n1ember that no p;.nnit:3 are being i:::sued 
for anything of that kind. 

Mr. M~'I.XV;ELL: He w.as glad to know 
that and ho hon~cl the Attorncv· General 
woui-d. at the fir~st opportunity, go round 
some of those places and see for himself the 
evil that existed in their mid-;t. He wa sure 
that. if the hen. gentlem.an did so, he >Yould 
ho of the opinion that, if there was any 
m·cessity for a Government to interfere, it 
\\'a,::; llO\V. 

Ho had dealt •,rith the question o! stJ:cet 
g·ambling, and h .. d the assurance of the 
Attornev-Genera] that he >Yould deal with it. 
Ho wotild give an assurance of how people 
valued a stand in a lane in the city. 

The I-Imm SECRETARY: Have they not got 
t·hc use of land belonging to the hon. 
member? 

Mr. :i\1AX\VELL : Xo; he owned no lane. 
The Hmm SECHETARY: \Vho owns that 

land? 
Mr. .MAX'A'ELL: The !.and was ownl'd 

by the lion. Peter Murphy and the executrix 
of the late Mr. O'Connor. Ho had abso
lvtel:v no control over the lane!. The Homo 
Secretary had .-aid so himc,elf. 

The HOME SECRETARY : \Vould the· hon. 
nrern ber give n1e permission to allo"'.v the 
police to clrar ovorybo-d:- out of the lane? 

Mr. MAXWELL: He wovld giw the 
Home Secretary the as -urance that he would 
do his Yery best. "o far as his shop was 
cvnccrncd. To show the amount of money 
that as being made, to the detriment of 
the young people of the community, he would 
otate tha.t one man refused £1,000 to allow 
e.nother man to conduct his gambling busine's 
in a certain lane. It was not possible to 
buy all lanes; but they could buy a portion of 
tht• area t.hat was not being h<1nded over to 
the local authority, but which was an ease
ment leading to one of the premises on the 

[ Jf I'. Jf a ru·ell. 

land. That place was bought. and they 
actually rigged up a booth for the purpo>e
of carrying on their betting scheme. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: Do you know that 
the IIarnilton To,vn Couw~il arc receiving 
rental from a place used for betting? 

Mr. MAXWELL: He believed that that 
council charged some person a rental of 
£250 for buiiding a grandstand. 

The HmiE SECHETARY : Not to build e. 
grandstand, but to bet. 

Mr. ::YIAX\VELL: IIo die! not .tand for 
that. Both t.he De,Jertment of JL!stice and 
the IlonH3 Depart~lH'llt \Yen __ , int~ro~tecl in this 
ln,, __ ttcr) ar:d both sh.)u]d ·work t..__,gcther and 
-do their \·cry bc,t to prc.-ent this. No matter 
what the Hamilton Town Council or the Bris
bane City Council .cJid

1 
if it wa.:; \1 rong, it vvae 

wrong. 
The Dmm s~cR~TARY: If the polic:: can get 

p "rYni~"-ion, \Ve will clear bhat lane out in ten 
rniHutE> 

::Ylr. J\IAX\YF.LL: He would give pormio
sion so far a"' his portion of the lane wa-_ 
con~ernccl. He had seen so many people on 
tho land bchiucl his place of business that it 
\\ W"· uluw~t impos::;:;ible to transact hi~ bu::;inoss 

ith people o£ that cla~s about. Thcrl~ were 
somctin1C'S as many ns 500 gathered on the 
lnnd. I-It~ \vas hring-ing- the matter for\vard 
again, aPd he woulJ support it by a request 
to the Con1n1i~'-'ionr>r of Poli( e. It \Vas ab;;;o
lntrl:v noC'C'"sary for some legislation, or that 
i}!f'l'Lil-t-:d po;vrr shou~d be g1ven 1-o prevent 
d1i:::: 1nenaco < on.tiuuing in their tnidst.. l-Ie 
was mtisficd that the disc:Lision that had 
taken plac0 that dternoon » ould do good. 

::\Ir. F. A. COOPER (JJrnn ,,·) : He had 
liotonc-d to thP ,;i .:-u sion oL the prevention 
<:< garnhling-. }-le krH''\Y a Inan who wanted 
to ·ircvent ''ompr.hing taking place in a str•_,et 
''"hl're he had his businc·,s prcn1isos, and he 
droye his cart up and clown the pl<tce all the 
time. and kc·pt the crowd back. He believed 
that the hon. member for Toowong would be 
ab]" to drive his cart in and ol!t of the lane 
wrh re h: had the right of entry, and keep 
the crowd octt. The hon. member, like other 
hun. rnemherB opposite, reminded him of 
the lines from that celebrated mock,I1Croic, 
satirical poem of Samuel Butler, where he 
5J.id f'OITIC'thing -about the pooplP who-

" Con1pound for sins they arc inc]jned to 
By damning those they have no mind 

to." 
The hon. n1en1bEr for Oxlcy sneered at 
A JTlf r1can n1oncy, yet he so.ld ltn1crican 
motor parts. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE : That is not correct, and 
t!11, hon. member knows it. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Hon. members oppo
site objected to the " Golden Casket " as a 
form of gambling because certain people took 
part in it, but they made no protest against 
big gambling. There Wall very litt-le harm in 
granting permits for the "Golden Casket" or 
for " Liberty Fairs." They were a tremen
dous robbery. but the proceeds of the robbery 
went to a good object; that was the differ
ence between those and other forms of 
gambling. He did not understand why hon. 
members opposite had raised no protest 
against the greatest source of gambling in 
Queenslancl-that was the racecourse. It was 
all very well to talk about stopping gambling 
in a lane. and preventing people from pntting 
a few shillings on a book. Lotteries to help 
hospitals did no harm to anyone; somebody 
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got a priz", but the hospitals got the hulk 
of the money. See what the racecourse 
encourage<.!. There were good bookmakers, 
indifferent bookmakers, and t·here was the 
" snide " bookmaker, the racecourse tout, 
the "whisperer," who did far more harm to 
the communitv than a "Golden Ca,Jwt." He 
conld not under>tand the outcry against the 
Attorney-General grant.ing permits for raffles, 
which were most innocuous things compared 
with the gambling in which hon. members 
opposite indulged. He did not know whether 
many hon. members attended the picture 
shows, but in nine-tenths of the pictures 
which led up to a tragedy, it was not the 
"Golden Casket," but the stock exchange 
that was shown as the cause of that tragedy. 
vVhat greater lottery wao there than the 
Wheat Exchange in Chicago? There was 
not-hing to equal the gambling methods on 
the stock exchange. Without the element of 
gambling the stock exchange could not exist. 
The stock exchange, apart from the gilt
edged securities, was a place where " bulls " 
and " bears" operated through " whisperers," 
To condemn one portion of gambling and not 
the whole was ridiculous. If they wore going 
to condemn the '' Golden Casket," they should 
condemn every form of gambling. They 
should get away from the present hypocritical 
way of dealing with the matter. Permits 
had been issued by the Attorney-General in 
connection with good objects. In that way 
many hospit.als and other institutions were 
able to raise funds, which otherwise they 
would not have been able to obtain. He 
hoped the Attomey-Gcneral would not permit 
the cancellation· of these permits while he 
allowed the stock exchange and the race
courses, which w'ere t-he father and mother of 
the "Golden Gasket" to exist. \Vhv cut off 
the child and leave the pa.rent? Hi~ protest 
was directed against the whole of gambling, 
and not against a portion of it. The atti
tude of members of the Opposition illustrated 
the truth of the couplet about-

" Compounding sins they are rnclined to, 
By damning those they have no mind 

to." 

li.Ir. MORGAN (Jfwilla): He would like 
to draw the attention of the Attornoy-1Goneral 
to the fact that he promised at one time 
to introduce a Bill to regulate and control 
racing, but nothing had been done in that 
direction. Not very long ago a motion had 
been carried in the House by a very large 
majority in favour of the abolition of proprie
tary racing in Queensland, but up to the 
present no notice whatever had been taken 
of the motion There was far tou much 
racing in the rit:v of Brisbane and other large 
to;'>ns. At present it was possible to go to 
a race meeting every day in the week with 
the exception of Sunday within a radius of 
25 miles of Brisbane. Excessive racing was 
doing a great deal of injury to Queensland, 
and, while it would be impossible to prevent 
gambling in connect-ion with horse racing, 
it should be controlled. He would not sup
port any proposal to do away with horse 
racing or betting altogether, but legislation 
should be introduced to control thos-· things. 
He w'Ould prohibit. betting altogether except 
on racecourses, whore he would legalise it. 
\Vhv not allow it to be carried on on a race
cou~se and prevent it being exercised any
where else? It was all very well to say that 
a prominent gentleman in the Upper House 
owned a lane and must be given a profit 
from the bett-ing that was carried on there. 

If a poor person was concerned in the matter, 
the police would find a way to deal with him. 
Ho had brought up the matter of the betting 
that was being carried on in a certain lane 
in t-he city, and he was told that the Commis
sioner of Police had no power to deal with 
it; yet afterwards the police prosecuted men 
who had been taking part in street betting. 
When the Liberal Administration were in 
office, the)' were told t.hat the police had no 
power to deal with the matter. The late 
Commissioner of Police told him that he had 
no power to deal with the men who carried 
on betting although he knew what was going 
on, yet· they had discovered since that the 
police had power to deal with the matter. 
Why did the Government not introduce a 
Bill to makB it illegal to carry on betting in 
any other place than a racecourse, the same 
as it was in the other States, and get a 
certain amount of revenue from it? In Vic
toria they were putting through a Bill with 
a view to raising taxation on tickets issued 
by bookmakers. Notwithstanding the present 
depression, if they went to the race meetings 
around Brisbane, they would find there was 
no scarcity of money there. Parliament taxed 
the totalisator receipt,, to the extent of 13!, 
per cKJnt., and it would be much better if 
some of the taxation were placed on the 
bookmakers, or else abolish them altogether. 
They had abolish£d the bookmaker in New 
Zealand and in some of the other States, 
and racing was carried on more satisfactorily. 
There was less temptation to " pull " horses. 
They were told by certain sporting writers 
that racing was carried out for the purpose 
of improving the breed of horses, and to 
provide remount-s for defence purposes, but 
that was not so. Racing to-day was a huge 
gamble. It did not matter whether a horse 
was the biggest cripple p1·ovided he was 
fast enough to win a race. If the Quoensland 
Tur£ Club were compelled to do away with 
the light weights horses were carrying now 
'llld to breed a certain class of horses which 
would be useful from a remount point of 
view. racing would be beneficial as well as 
providing a certain amount of gambling 
excitement for those who wanted it. The 
time had come when the Government should 
take the matter in hand. He could under
stand that there was a gr·eat deal of influence 
brought to bear upon them to allow the exist
ing state of affairs to continue. A Govern
ment wit.h a narrow majority were not likely 
to do anything that might lose them the 
support they might be getting from that par
ticular source. Wher,ever they went, t-he 
people were crying out about the amount of 
racing that was taking place around Brisbane 
and the damage that was being done. He 
would not be in favour of doing away with 
it altogether, but it could be controlled in 
such a way as to make racing much cleaner 
and more benefiCial from the point of view 
of breeding a useful horse fit for remount 
duty in time of war. 

Mr. BREKKAN: \Vhy suggest war in theoe 
things? We want peace, not war. 

Mr. MORGAN: The time would come 
when a good type of l;lorse would play a 
very important part in the defence of the 
country. While other countries were breed
ing horses of a satidactory quality, they must 
do it in Queensland. At present the breed
ing of good, useful horses was not being 
encouraged, and no good was being achieved 
by the enormous amount of mone,· which 
ye<'lr ly was being spent in connection with 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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racing. No person could honestly state that 
at present racing was doing any good for 
Queensland. They allowed one man who 
owned a certain number of racecourses to 
take from Queensland £50,000 ~a year. Tbat 
money was not spent here. If the Queens
land Turf Club made profits, they put them 
into improvements and increased the prize 
monev. This other individual came here 
and obtained control in a certain direction. 
He should not have been allowed to obtain 
control. If he were bought out, it would 
be a good thing for Queensland. He (:'1-Ir. 
Morgan) would not advocate the confiscation 
of his property. There was a way in which 
the courses that individual possessed could 
be c<Jl1trolled by a club, and eventually the 
money which he paid for the ground could be 
repaid to him and he would be done away 
with so far as Queensland was concerned. 
He was not a gentleman who was desirabl~e 
He came here only for the money there was 
in the game, and he was taking away that 
money and using it in other States. Had it 
not been fot his example, they would not 
have had the growth that had sprung up of 
recent years. These latter people recognised 
there was a great deal of money in it. and 
now races wore being conducted every day 
of the week. Every member on the Govern
mc·nt sido recognised that something ought 
to be done. Any Government who were 
afraid of taking action because of the politi
ca.l consequences that might ensue were not 
fit to occupy the Treasury benches. He hoped 
the Minister would introduce the bill he 
suggested for the control of racing. The 
Queensland Turf Club had failed miserably 
in their control. Horse racing under it.s con
trol was nothing but a huge gambling insti
tution, and it did nothing towards improving 
the breed of horses. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
1\Iullan, Flindcrs) : The loader of the Opposi
tion, the hon. member for Albert, and the 
hon. member for Logan brought up the ques
tion of increased fe·es in the Real Property 
office. Those increases had become necessary 
because of the increased salaries and the 
increased cost of paper and other essentials 
in the office. As a result of the enormous 
increase in the cost of certain things, some 
work was being done for a charge of 5s. 
which cost the office £20. 

Mr. BRENNAN: There is no increase in the 
schedule. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Regarding 
justification for the increase, they had a pre
cedent in the fact that in 1885, 1903, and 
1913 increases on the 3ame lines as had been 
made recently were made by previous 
Adn1inistrations. 

The loader of tbe Opposition also mentioned 
the question of bailiffs' fees. Adequftte pro
Yision, it was hoped, would be made in the 
l'.l<1gistrates Court; Bill, to see that those 
gf'ntlenicn received reasonable remuneration. 

The hem. nwmber for Logan had brought 
up the qu.estion of the tra volling expenses 
of the judges. The amount on the estimates 
this yf'ar was sljghtly in excc~s of the amount 
voted last year, and was based on la·,t noar's 
expenditure. The hon. gentlmnan ~ould 
l'cemomber th1t the Premier had given a 
,,·omisc that no alteration would take p~ace 
in the position of the judges until the end 
of next March. Although it was possible 
the Pxpenses would be on the same scale for 
at least nine months, evca if more money 
was approprlatr~d it would Pot 'b) ~prnt if 
therf' vrorc not good reason, for doing <J. 

[J£ r. lJ1 organ. 

The hon. member for TownsYille had raised 
the question of cyclone insurance. He (lVlr. 
Mullan) had gone to a groat deal of trouble 
in connection with cvclone insurance. He 
had had several conscJltations with the late 
Insurance Con1n1issioner, J\Ir. Goodwyn, "\vho 
also had gone to considerable trouble to pre
pare a scheme. After that scheme had been 
prepared he (1\,Ir. ~,1ullan) met at Townsville 
an inflnential deputation to whom he dis
closed the Commissioner's scheme~ Rightly 
or wrongly, those gentlemen did not approYo 
of the scheme in some important particulars. 
He was in the difficult position th.1t on the 
one hand he had the Commissioner standing 
adamant for his scheme, and on the other 
hand the people of TownsYille demanding a 
modified scheme. ThE' result was that at that 
time nothing was done. He was prepared 
to go i11to the matter again with the present 
Commissioner and see if a practicable scheme 
could be evolved. If it could, it would be 
a step in the rig·ht direction. 

The ho:-1. n1ernber for Toowong, in con1n1on 
with nearly every l11£'rnb_·r i.Yho had spoken, 
had brought up the question of gambling 
and the permits granted to itinerant show
men. He assured hon. gentlemen that no 
permits were being issued to itinerant show
men, .and it was not the intention of the 
Government to issne such permits. They 
\1 ere exercising the greatest possible vigilance 
in connection with the gre1nting of permits 
for art unions, etc. They recognised that 
art unions and raffics did a great deal of 
good to people and institutions in needy 
cirf'umstanc0s. and it was onlv in the ea:;:es 
that they \V ere gran tin~ perfnits at pr _ 7cnt. 
The Home Department had been requcstPd 
to advisfl the police throughout the StatE' 
that gambling \\'hieh hitherto had b0"n car
ried on in connection 'vith carniya]s would 
in future not be permitted. He had from 
tho Connnis~ioner of Police an acknowledge
ment that he was taking that action. The 
Government were doing everything possible 
to prevent illicit gambling. and were per
mitting only that which was allowed by law. 

The hon. member for Albert also mentioned 
the quP .. tion of the full amount of stamp 
duty now being charged v.rhen an agreement 
was made, although the s.1le might be on 
terms and the whole of the money not paid. 
The reason for that was,. that under the 
Stamp Act Amendment Act of 1918, it was 
provided that. when the agrr2---r1cnt \~ •s rn:ule, 
although it might be on terms, it was to be 
treated as the conveyance, and the full 
amount of stamp dutv had to be paid. 

Question put and passed. 

CovRT OF lNDl'STRIAL ARBITRATION. 
The A'l'TOR?\EY-GENERAL movod-

" That £2,250 be gTanted for 'Court 
of Industrial Arbitration.' " 

Question put and passed. 

Cm:RTS OF PETTY SEssiONs. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
" That £55.862 be granted for 'Court-s 

of Petty Sessions..' '' 

At 4.W p.m., 

The CHAIR;>.L\.:\" said: Under the pro
visions of Standing Order No. 306 and of the 
Sessional Order agreed to by the House on 
the 14th instant, I shall now leave the chair 
and make my report to the HousE'. 

The II ouse resumed. 
The CHAIR:\IA;o; report<ld progress. 
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The resumption of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for a later hour 
Df the sitting. 

QUESTIO::-.JS. 
HoLDINGS IN EXCESS OF 640 ACRES WITHIN 

TEx MILES OF ExiSTING RAILWAYS. 

Mr. SW.\YNE (J.firand) asked the Secre
tarv for Public Lands-

, " 1. \Vill he furnish a return showing 
the number of holdings, leasehold or 
freehold, in exceqs of 3,000 acres in area 
held within 10 miles on either side of 
our preecnt lines of railway, within a 
rainfall of between 20 and 24 inches, 24 
and 30 inches, and exceeding 30 inches, 
separately; also the conditions of the 
leasehold tenures as to rents and dura
tion of leases? 

" 2. The same particulars in regard to 
holdings of between 640 and 3,000 acres? 

" 3. On what lines of rail" ay are such 
llolding, situated; and llow many of 
thPm are pear-infested? 

" 4. If '0, wllen can this return be 
made available for members?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA""DS 
~Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrtgo) replied-

" 1 to 4. The information could not be 
obtained with the means at the depart
ment's disposal in less than six months. 
For instance, when once the original 
deed of grant of land is issued, the 
Lands Department has no knowledge of 
further dealings with it, all such subse
quent dealings being registered in the 
Real Property Office. To ascertain 
whether the freehold lands are now held 
by the original grantees in the areas as 
described in the original deeds of grant, 

or whether subdivisions have been effected 
and transfers registered, would require 
an exhaustive and costly search in the 
Titles Office. To compile and tabnlate 
the information when obtained would be 
such a costly undertaking that tlle ex
pense necessary to be incurred could not 
be justified, nor is it considered that anv 
good purpose would be served." " 

ExPENDITl:RE 0>: E:-;GTNE SHEDS, vYILLOWBuR>:. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) 
,1sked the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Is he yet able to appease my thirst 
as mentioned in answer to my question 
of 23rd Septcmber-namely, ro 'Engine 
Shed •, \Villowburn, Toowoomba'? 

" 2. Is tllere any pro,poct. in view of 
the large number of unemployed in the 
Toowoomba district, of an early resump
tiOn of work at that centre?" 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, 1l f]JLJel) replied-

,. 1. Amount spent to date. £44,607. 
The hon. member for Toowoomba has 
rnad~ fr0sueut rep re~ entation on this 
matter. 

" 2. I regret there is no prospc et of 
an early resumption of work." 

Cmnw:-rwEALTH Co ·r OF Lrvi:-rG STATISTics. 

Mr. FL11TCHER (Port c,, "ti") asked the 
Prcrnier-

" 1. Has he noticed that the Com
Inon\vealth Statistician)s latest figure~, 
published in this morning's 'Brisbane 

1921-5 'D 

Courier' on the cost of living (food and 
groceries), show for September, as com
pared with August, 1921-

Tasmania 3. 7 per cent. decrease 
South Australia 3.6 per cent. decrease 
Victoria 3.5 per cent. decrease 
\Yestern Aus-

tralia 2.6 per cent. decrease 
Kr;w South 

\Vale,, 1.6 per cent. decrease 
Queensland . . . 0 1 lH'r cPnt Increase 

And for September, 1921, as compared 
with 1920-

Victoria 
New South 

\Vales 
Ta~mania 
Queensland 
\V e'·tern Aus-

23.4 per cent. decrease 

22.6 per cent. decrease 
20.4 per cent. decrease 
16.5 per cent. decrease 

tralia 12.4 per cent. decrease? 
" 2. Has he noticed the latest perc;mt

acrcs of unmnplo} n1ent in the yar10LL;; 

States f\3 supplied by 'Knibbs '
Queensland ... 15.5 per cent. 
New South Wales 13.7 per cent. 
\Vcstcrn Australia 8.9 per cent. 
Victoria 8. 7 per cent. 
South Australia 7.9 per cent. 
Tasmania 4.8 per cent. ? 
'' 3. In view of the foregoing official 

percentages, is he not forced to the con
clusion that his Government have made 
matters worse instead of better in the 
very a:enuc,s th~y most desired and set 
out to Improve? 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theo-dorc, 
Chillagoe) replied-~ 

" 1. The figures quoted by the hon. 
member arc misleading, and, taken by 
themselves, give an unfair compariso': of 
the cost of l iYing conditions in the varwus 
States. The small percentage mcre~se 
shown against Queen,land for Scptemo r 
last, as compared with August, 1921, 1s 
due to the fact that during the past few 
weeks the farmers in Queensland have 
received higher prices for butter._ cheese, 
and milk than have been rece1ved by 
farmers in the other States. To show 
that the figures quoted by the hon. mem
ber are misleading, it will be sufficient to 
compare the figures for September, 1921, 
with those for September, 1920. The~e 
figures show, according to ' Knibbs,' that 
the average increase for the month of 
September, 1920, for all the States, as 
compared with September, 1919, was 33.2 
per cent., while the increase in Queens
land was only 19.5 per cent. The net 
result for the two years is as follows:-

Yictoria 
T?tsmania . . 
South An~trar 
Xe" South ·w:tles 
Qneensland 

~eptpm- ~cptPtr.- Xet 
he 1' lH20 he~", Hl21 Iner~-'a"C. 
I t:<·rea~e. iJel', ca~e 

thus showing ihat for tlle period ref<;r:ed 
to the net increase in the cost of hvmg 
was lower in Queensland than in any 
other State. Queensland certainly shows 
the lowest percentage decreas<:; for Sep
tember, 1921, but th1s result IS brought 

Hon. E., G. Theodore.] 
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about because this St: te showed the 
lowest percentage increase in September, 
1920, which month is taken for purpos·.s 
of comparison. 

"2. The un0mployment figures quoted 
by the hon. member are also misleading. 
It is point0d out by 'Knibbs,' at page 
1063 of volume No. 13, that-

Any deductions which can be drawn 
from the data collected as to the 
relative degree of unemployment in the 
several States are subject to certain 
qualifications (in addition to those 
already stated on page 1061), inasmuch 
as the industries included in the trad3 
union returns are not uniform for each 
State. In comparing the results for 
the individual States, it must therefore 
be borne in mind that, to some extent 
at loast, comparisons are being dra\vn 
hchvoen different industries, and not 
only between different States. 

For these reaeons, and the other r<<tsons 
given on page 1061 of ' Knibbs,' I think 
that no true comparison can be made 
between the different States in the matter 
of unemployment figures. 

'' 3. No." 

INCREASE OF FEES PAYABLE UNDER REAL 
PROPERTY ,\cTS. 

:\Ir. KIJ:\G (Logan) asked the Attorney
General-

" Gnder what authority, statutory or 
otherwise, have the fees payable under 
the Real Property Acts of 1861 and 1877 
been inL:rcasod or an1cnded ?" 

The ATTORJ:\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders) replied-

" Under the authority of the Real Pro· 
perty Acts of 1861 to 1877." 

RENEWAL OF AGREEThfENT FOR DISPOSAL OF 
Q<:EEKSLAND SuGAR CRoP. 

J\Tr. SW A Y~E asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

" Has anything recently transpired in 
connection with the asked-for renewal of 
our agreement with the Commonwealth 
for the disposal of the Queensland sugar 
crop?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
Hon. W. N. Gillics, Eacham) replied-

'· rrhe Prernier some tiu1e ago took up 
with the Commonwealth GDvernment, 
urging the necessity of an early renewal 
of the Sugar Purchase Agreement. As 
the hon. member is n0 doubt aware, this 
Government has at all times L-cen active 
in the sugar producers' intcru:ts, and 
no stone will be left untm·ncd to pro
mote the wel faro of this important 
industry." 

AKALYSEs OF SorLs, BEERBURRU1I AND Coo-
1IINYA SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS. 

l\fr. '\'i'ARREN (jviurrumba) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. Will he give the anal, 'es of the 
Deerburrum and Coominya soils, which 
he stated on Friday last were good? 

"2. '\Yil! he shte how manv men have 
left the Deerburrum settlerrfent ?" 

!J!,'Jn. H. U. Theodore. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA?\D~ 
replie·d-

" 1. Particulars regarding the quality 
of the eoils on the Beerburrum and Coo 
minya settlements can be perused b:;
the hon. member at the Department of 
Public Lands. 

" 2. At the present time there are 31 
blocks on the Beerburrum settlement 
which have either been forfeited or sur
rendered, 20 of which are now open 
for rcseloction. The reason invariably 
given by settlers for the surrender of 
blocks is on account of ill-health; for
feiture in the other cases being decided 
upon on account of the settler's neglect 
to cultivate his block." 

RECEIPTS AND ExPEKDITURE, RAILWAY 
REFRESHMENT ROOMS. 

Mr. GREEN (To1"nsrillc) asked the Sec
retarv for Railways-

"" 1. vVhat was the total rental received 
for the railway refreshment-rooms for 
the year preceding their being taken 
over as a State enterprise 1 

" 2. ·whilst being carried on under 
contract did any financial obligation root 
upon the Governn1ent? 

" 3. At the present time are the State 
enterpnSP' charged with any percentage 
of offic0 expenses, general, railway 
cxpcn1'e3 or rental, equivalent to interest 
charge on cost of rooms? 

"4. If so, v":hnt percentage?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
rc·plied-

" 1. £13~382. 
"2. No. 
" 3 and 4. The chargc:o for rent are 

more profitable to the Railway Depart
ment than when the rooms were leased 
to private persons, the amount received 
last year being £16,567.. In the last four 
and a-half years the Ratlway Department 
has received £68,514 in rents." 

'\Vn;XUM STATg FISH DEPOT. 

Ho;.;. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) asked 
the Minister in Charge of State Enterprises

" 1. Are the Government still con
trolling the business of the fisheries at 
the Wynnum depot? 

" 2. If so, how many hands are 
emplo:;·ed in the depot'! 

" 3. \Yhat arc the total weekly ages 
paid? 

" 4. '\Yha t is the net return per week 
from tlw dcpot-(a) from the sale of fish, 
(/;) from the sale of ice?" 

HoK. \Y. FORGAN SMITH (:liackay) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2 and 3. One ongine-dri ver at £5 

8s. per week, and a temporary man 
overhauling at £4 14 per week. 

"4. The information will be obtained.'·' 

TRA. YELLING ExPENSES OF MINISTERS. 

J\Ir. MORG) .. l'\ ("lfurilla), without notice, 
a .. ked the Premier-

" \Vhen will the information be avail
able in respect of the travelling 0xpenses 
of Ministers, in accorda.nce with the 
motion that wa .. « carried bv the House 
somE.~ weeks ago?'' ~ 
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The PRE:\IIER replied-
" I cannot sav positively when it will 

he anilrrble, bu·t the information is being 
compiled, and I hope to have it tabled 
before th(; sess~on closes.'' 

0RCH.\RD TAX BILL. 

~'r. WARRE'-' (Jfurrumlw), without notice, 
aokeJ the Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock-

.. Is it his intention to bring in an 
Orchard Trrx Bill this Sf"·sion ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
repli"d-

" No." 

I:'i'FAXT LIFE PROTECTION ACT 
AME:'-JDME~T BILL. 

THIRD READIKG. 

Tho HO:'IIE SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
l\1cConl_,_ack, Crcirns) : I b0g to move-That 
the Bill be now read a third time. 

Question put and passed. 
The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to 

UH' Legislative Council, for their concurrence, 
L.J mes.;age in the usual form. 

SUPPLY. 
RESc~IPTlOK OF CmnnTTEE-THIRTEENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jfr. 11 irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

DEPAHTMEXT OF J<:STICE. 

COUH'l'S OF PETTY SESSIOXS. 

c;:uestion stated-That £55,862 be granted 
for " Courts of l>etty Sessions"-

I\Ir. KI:\"G (Logan) : He wanted to ask 
the Government to give more sympathetic 
conoideration to the police magistrates. 
Under the new legislation which had been 
paseed, and other legislation which was be
tore them, and which he supposed would be 
P'' ~se-d, dr'lling vnth 1nagn;;t1·atE..c; court.J, 
'cry much greater responsibilities would be 
cast upon ruagi:,trates in n1ore vvays than 
oue. They ·would have jurisdiction over 
ciaims of greater amount than hitherto, and 
the: would also ha vc to assume responsibility 
which in the past had boon discharged by a 
jury, at any rate, so far as the District 
Courts wore concerned. In such cases they 
would have to act as judges and juries, and 
their responsibilities wore increased even to a 
greater extent than those of the District 
Court judges, who were, in future, to receive 
salaries of £2,000 a year. The chief police 
magistrate in Brisbane was to get £650, in
cluding a small increase of £40, the second 
police magistrate £625, and the third police 
magistrate £555, whilst the relieving police 
magistrate would got £455, and others 
throughout the State were receiving salaries 
in the vicinity of £450. Those men were 
not adequately paid. The magistrates should 
receive ~~reater consideration because of the 
groat ro'ponsibilitios cast upon them. \Vhen 
the, saw the number of cases that came be
fore the magistrates, they got some idea of 
the nature of the work that the magistrates 
had to carry out. On page 5, under heading 
of " Criminal Statistics," they found that 
the number of persons taken into custody 
during the twelve months wa, 21,086, while 
1,302 persons appca red on police summons, 
m8.king a total of 22,388, representing 20,721 

males and 1,667 females. The great majority 
of them had been tried by police magistrates. 
The number of cases by arrests and prosecu
tions by the Criminal Investigation Branch 
in Brisbane alone was 529, of which 24 went 
to the Supremo Court. All those cases, as a 
prdiminqry, came before a police magistrate,. 

Mr. BRENNAK : I would try them early in 
the morning in the cells. 

Mr. KI~G: irho hon. member did not 
}'0li0Y.C' in ftll night-hour day for police lllagis
tra tes. Ho knew that police magistrates 
often worked till 6 o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. BRENNAK: Police magistrates are hard 
worked. 

Mr. KING: The police magistrates ,]lad too 
much work to do in Brisbane, and they "\V2re 

going to haYG yury much grcat.er \vork to do 
after the pa' mg·o of the legal Bills no:v before 
Parliament Thc··e men were entitled to 
gTeater consideration, and he hope,! the Go
Yernrnent \Votdtl give that ruattcr ('OD6Idf'r<"
tion, and giYe to the men who were to carr.v 
out such responsible duties the relief they 
wHe entitled to. He made a special plea for 
t·hcm, because he knew they were doing g?od 
vvork, and wore r.arrying out respo~s1ble 
work, and were entitled to some considera
tion. 

Mr. BRB:'\1:'-JAN (Toowoom ba): Ho agreed 
with the hon. member for Logan that th& 
police magistrates wm·e a body of men who 
had big responsibilities and worked very 
hard. \Vhen they went mto the court !11 
Driebane, they fo.nnd the police magistrate 
engaged in trying undefended ca,-)es. . }le 
thought the Attomey-Gencral should consider 
th,, advisability of having an officer outs1de 
a police magistrate to deal with those cases. 
Undefended small debts cases could be 
<1c6dcd by a perwn outside the court,. .. Th<> 
calling of the deL ndant's natnc three times, 
and there being no appwnance, meant wa~ta 
of time. Thov had not too many pobce 
ma~istratPS in "Brisbane. Thcv had in Bris
brrn';, lir"t:cla.es clerks of potty seqione, and 
their next stop would be to become polic''' 
mngjstrato~. Ho vvas euro that, vYhen thA 
Magistrat0s Courts Bill became law, they 
would ·have the ability to carry out that ''ork. 
and that the officers would be compensated 
in proportion to the responsibility that was 
cast upon them. He thoug·ht that the Bills 
now before the House would mean an 
economy of many thousands of pounds every 
year. On going into the court there wem 
manv adjournment". He was not blaming 
thP police magistrate at all: it was simply 
the system. If a solicitor had too many cases 
to come hefore a mag-istrate, he hoped the 
Attorney·-General would give instructions that 
that wlicitor should hand over the cace to 
someone else. The same thing happened in 
the Supremf' Court. When a barrister got 
too many cases. the judges had to sit back 
end vvait for his convenience, ,,·hich was 
unfair to the litigants. T.he A ttornoy,Gcneral 
should bring in a rule providing that the 
case< must be heard. A solicitor might hav~ 
two or three cases, and be engaged on one 
case all day, and he would not he able to 
to ke any other case. \Yi tncsses had to be sent 
away. and there was no end of expense to 
thn ·public. As a practitioner. he 'vou'd not 
mind having a case struck mlt if hP \vas not 
present wh,;n it ""aS called. If a solicitor or 
horristcr had too many cases, they should be 
hanrkd over to someone el~c. Two or three 
;,.olicitors or barri>tcrs monopolised the work, 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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-causing no end of inconvenience. The 
Attornev-General would be well advised to 
grant Udjournnwnts only in certain cases. 
The police magistratBs wcrB not to blame; 
thev ,vcre trving to accmnn1odate an over
\VOl:kcd profeSsion, consisting of rnen holding 
four or five cases, while other men only got 
an oocacion al one. Ho hoped the Attorney
General would interest hirmclf in the matter, 
and -_-ee that the people got a fair deal, and 
tlnt the profession also wa, fairly treated. 

The _\TTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, J!'lmders) : The hon. member f<.Jr 
Logan had mentioned the remuneratiOn pard 
to police magistrates. \Vhen they compared 
the salaries of police magistrates with the 
salaries paid in other States, they compued 
favourably. In Adelaide they paid a lri~;h 
fee to one man, but the average worked out 
much below that sum. They had a great 
many more police magistrates per head of 
population than any other State. South 
Australia had only six police magistrates. 

.:\lr. KDiG: \Yhat about the County Court 
judges? 

The ATTORI\EY-GE:"'ERAL: Thov were 
there, too. Western _\ustralia had only 
sev-en n1agistratcs, :Kew Zealand _only nine, 
and -victoria eighteen, 1.vhoreas 111 Queens
land where thev had nothing like the popu
latio;l of Victo-ria, they had thirty police 
rnagistratrs ;1nd a fo\v relieving magis
tr-ates. He admitt~d that the police 
mag·istrates' responsibilities '':ould certainly 
-bo increased under the l\1agistrates Courts 
Bill. but the increase was not so groat as the 
hon: member seemed to imagine. The whole 
of the criminal jurisdiction of the District 
Court would bo passed on to the Supreme 
-Court. 

3>1r. KIXG: The preliminary work has to go 
through the police magistrates. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It went 
through t,he police magistrates at the present 
time. '.rhore were three District Court 
judgc:_s. One was wholly occupied in Arbitra
-tion Court work; half the time of one judge 
was occupied on Land Court appeals and the 
Cane Prices Board: and there was really 
onlv the time of one and a-half judg,-s, to 
put" it that way, ocupicd in the District Court 
-on civil and criminal work; and, now that 
they were taking the criminal jurisdiction 
from that court, thNe was onlv work for one 
District Court judge. That ,\-ork was to be 
-diYidc.d amongst the thirty police magistrate.'. 
The responsibilities of the police magistrates 
were to be incYoascd because of the higher 
-standard of \York. The responsibilities would 
be' incrE'ascd rnore in the nature of a raising 
-of the type of work. 

:Mr. K nw : There v: ould be an increase in 
. i,-il work. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He ad
mitted that: t·ut there woul-d not be a groat 
>J:nmmt. There would certainly be an 
1ncrca~c of rc·-ponsihilitics lx•caw~e of t.hc 
more important Ads the police magistrates 
wonlcl haYe to b<'come acqunintcd with. He 
would giYt: fnll co·~,.:idcration to the ronten
tion raised b; the hon. member for Logan. 
The hcl!l. member for Too\\ oomba had men
tioned the question of the congestion of the 
\York 1n the courts. and sngge::Jted that there 
should bt• son1c rcarrangon1ent. That matter 
I.Yas under f'Ons.ideration at t,he present tin1e, 
and would roceiyc prompt attention. 

Que- tion put and pas ed. 

[Mr. Brennan. 

DISTRICT COURTS. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, Flinders) moved-
" That £12,021 be granted for 'District 

Courts'"~ 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : He could see no 
necessity for thm vote now that the District 
Court 'was to be aboliehed. He noticed 
specially that thoro was one big item of 
" Allo\vances to witncssef: and juror·. 
£6.300," wheroas the vote last year was only 
£5,500, The_, had been told that the criminal 
jurisdiction of that court was being tram
forrcd to the Supremo Court, and juries were 
being ·done away with, so far as trhe civil 
jurisdiction was :e_oncerncd, so that there was 
no neon .ity for that vote He quite under
stoo-d that a portion of the year ha-d yet to 
run. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It would be some 
time before thev could rearrange thin<rs. 
The three Acts would not come into operatiOn 
until proclaimed, and they could not be pro
claimed until they were ready. The Premier 
has alroa-d:c pro:nised that the Judg·es' Retire
ment Act would not come into operation 
before the end of March next. That would 
moan that nine months at least would have 
elapsed, and probably it would be twelve 
months before thev had completed the 
necessary preliminaries. The Estimates were 
prepared on a basis of the last ye;tr's expendi
ture. and if the money is not expended it 
would lapse. 

::\1r. YOvVLES: It was natural to expect 
that the Government would know what thoi r 
programme would bo ,vhen preparing the 
F.stimatc···: it seemed to him to be out of 
pi ace to ask P<lrliament to pass money for 
somPthing that they were going to wipe out 
of exiBtence. 

Mr. KIXG (Logrm): He would like to 
know 1-vhat \Youkl bccmne of the registrars of 
th,, District Court? 

The ATTORXCY-GExERAL: Thev ,.-ill become 
rngistrars of the Suprerno Cou~·t. 

Mr. KING: There already was a registrar 
in the Supremo Court. 

The ATTOR!'iEY-GExERAL: It will be a matter 
of readjustment later when the Act comes 
into operatio-n. 

:'>Ir. KING: They had a reg·istrllr in the 
District Court and a registrar in the 3uprcmc 
Court in Briebane, and he wanted to know 
what would become of the registrar of the 
District Court? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Probabl v we \\"ill 
absorb him in some other sphere. · 

Question put and passed. 

ELECTORAL REG!STR,\TION. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J . 

Mullan, Plinclers) moved-
" That there he granted £20,67 7 for 

'Electoral registration.' " 
[5 p.m.] 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): He wished to draw 

attention to the amount of £17,500 put down 
for ''Contingencies," including "Expenses of 
elections." and to know how much was 
expended at t-he last election. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: £33,000 was ex
nended last Year in connection with the elcc. 
tion. The v~tc for " Contingencies " includes 
incidentals and various matters in connection 
with the work of the department. The Redis
tribut.ion of Seats Commission comes in under 
the amount asked for. 
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Mr. VOWLES : They knew that the redis
tribution of seats cost 600 guineas-there were 
three Commissionefb at 200 guineas a head. 
Surely printing and other incidentals did not 
account for £17,500. The Commissioners had 
been doing g·ood work of redist-ribution in 
their ordinarv time. He would like an 
explanation fl:om the Minister, as he did not 
care to vote £17,500 for "Contingencies " 
without knowing how the amount was made 
up. 

The ATTORNEY-GE).JERAL: 
nothing unusual about the vote. 
they had to conduct an election, 
£:33.278. 

Thero \Vas 

Last year 
which cost 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: You had, also, the pro
hibition referendum. 

The ATTORNEY-GE~ERAL: Yes, that 
cost something. Contingent expenses 'vere 
always going on whether then· was an olcction 
or not. 

Mr. VowLES: Can you give us the figures 
with regard to the Redistribution of Seat-s 
Commission expenses? 

The ATTORNEY-GE).JERAL: The ex
penses of the Commission to date were 
£1,053 4s. 3d., and there might be some 
additional expenses. The vote wa•. nece·.sary 
to carry on the department. 

Question put and p >Csed. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. .J. 
Mullan, l'linders) moved-

" That £1,876 be granted for ' Friendly 
Societies.'" 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Eust Toon·oomba): 
He regretted to see that the vote had been 
re-duced, as, whatever their ideas of economy 
might be, it was one connected with people 
who were doing very useful work in the State. 
The work of the registrar and his staff had 
incrcast>d. The membership of the friendly 
societies was increasing, and consequently 
more supervision was required. Ho was sorry 
that the Government had not seen fit to give 
some consideration to a resolution which was 
carried in the House some time ago in regard 
t-o the giving of assistance to friendly societies 
bv contribution to the funds on lines similar 
to tho in operation in New South Wales. 
In regard to compulsory insurance and unem
ployment benefits, a sympathetic Government 
could do much for the wage-earners of 
Queensland. Like the New South Wales 
Government, t-he Government might make 
provision to deal with unemployment, so far 
as the thriftv portion of the community was 
concerned, if they controlled the friendly 
soc10ty movement. 

Question put and passed. 

PAR LTA "\IEXTARY DRAFTS~IAN. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flindcrs) moved-

" That £650 be granted for 'Pm·lia
mcntary Draftsman.' " 

Que,tion put aud passed. 

P"C"BLIC S~RVICE S"C"PERANNUATION BOARD. 
The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL (Hon. J. 

Mnl:an, P/il''l' ,·s) moved-
" That £1,402 be granted for ' Public 

Service Superannuation Board:' " 
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): He understood 

that public servants had been induced to con-

tribute to the Public Service Superannuation 
Fund with the idea of retiring at. the age of 
~C'Y.'nty without taking incapacit7 units, 
and on that understanding some of them -did 
not take out incapacity units. Son1e of t.hose 
who contributed were being retired now, not 
b0ca u<:1) they 'vere incapaci tat ~.cl, but because 
they had reached sixty-five years of ag·o, and 
they would have to continue their pay
ments, althoug-h they had no salaries, until 
thcv reached seventy years of age. It s,cemed 
an ·anomaly to retire them at sixty-five, 
\\hen they would have to make payments 
to th0 fund until they were s,eventv before 
they were able to get the supera1muation 
allowance. They had been apparently le'C! 
to enter the schem:- on a distinct understand
ing that they vvould not. be retired before 
thcv reached seYenty years of age, and they 
YY('l:o no~~ in an unfortunate position. It w,1s 
difficult for them to get other occupations 
so as to earn a salarv which would enabl
them to continue th~ir payments to the 
fund until they reached seventy years of 
age. It appeared to him that a number of 
these unfortunate public servants would have 
to make a compromise and get the cash value 
for t-ho compensation which would accrue to· 
them at se' ent-y years of ag,e. If those men 
had been told that there was a likelihood of 
being retrenched at the age of sixty-fiYe, 
theY would probably have taken out incapa
city units. They were placed in an invidio~s 
position, and ould probably have t-D sacn
fice a great many of the benefits for which 
they had be~n subscribing, not through any 
fault of then· own, but merely because the 
Government had got into a position of 
financial embarrassment. He thought some 
assistance should be given to them by th.c 
Government. either by continuing their pay
ments until t-hey were seventy, or by arrang
ing- that they should get their superannuati?n 
allowance when they were compulsonly 
retired. He thought the Government would 
recognise that those public servants had been 
placed in a V€ry unfair position, and _he 
hoped t-hat the LHtorney-General would gtve 
some inforri1ation as to what was going to 
be done to compensate them in the unfortu
nate circumstances in which thev had been 
placed. . 

At 5.10 p.m., 
l\Ir. l'oLLOC c (Grcgory), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

The ATTORXEY-GE).JERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, ]!'lindas) : In reply to the hon. 
rrcmbet·, he would point out that section 13, 
subsection (2) of the Public Service Super
annuation Act provided-

" Any such officer, if the exigencies of 
the nublic service permit or unless he is 
incapacitated, shall be continued in 
emplovment until he attains the age of 
seventy years, anything in the Pu_blic 
Service Act of 1896 or any regnlatwns 
there1mder to the contrary notvvitl>-tand
ing·." 

That depended on " the exigencies of the 
public service." With regard to the matt-el' 
of taking out annuity units maturing at 
seventy years of age, it was unfortun·~tc for 
au officer to be retired before that ti'"e, but 
he did not lose anything, because h,c com
promis8d with the board. 

Mr. G. P. BAR).JES (Warwick): He did 
not understand the Minister quite clearly in 
regard to the matter. There was a distinct-

llfr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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agreement made with various officers, which 
lw understood read in this way-

,, CLA"·SES c AND D. 
" fi.TALES 40 AND OVEB. 

" If you contribute under tables B, D, 
F, or H, you will acquire the right to 
remain in the service until the age of 
seventy, and Jour contributions will con
tinue until that age, when your rights to 
incapacity allowance, if you ha vc con
tributed for that benefit, will cease, and 
your annuity will commence, and if you 
have contribut.ed for assurance, the sum 
assured will be payable at death, or you 
may, on retirement, exchange for an 
additional annuity according to its value. 

'· Dated, l~ublic Service Superannua
tion Bo._lnl Office, Brisbane, Decernbcr, 
1912. 

"(Signed) ROBERT ilENDLE, 
"Manager. 

" Pi1blic Service Superannuation 
Board Office." 

'That was a vel'Y binding l!ndertaking, and, 
if it was not to be recognised, or was likely 
to be broken, the Government of the day 
'lould be distinctly chargeable with having 
.broken a sacred agreement entered into with 
those officers. He knew of instances in which 
men had contributed in this ''ay, and if the 
contract \vas :r;ot to be rccognisod, a yery 
serious charge would lie against the Govern
ment. For the good name of the country, 
and in order to ensure confidence among 
public servants who might be in the position 
he had indicated, he hoped that a very clear 
statement would be forthcoming from the 
Minister. 

. :Mr. 'l'. R. ROBERTS (Ea5t 1'oowoomba): 
This matter required further explanation. 
The circular that had been issued by Mr. 
Rendle showed that these men were encour
ag·ed to come under the fund. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: Thev did not lose 
as a result of having come under it ; they 
compromise-d and got their money. It was 
made subject to the age of retirement. 

l'.Ir. T. R. ROBERTS : This was a definite 
statement made by a responsible officer. 

Tlw ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I understand that 
Mr. Rendl·e had no statutory aut·hority to 
send that letter out at that time. 

J'.lr. T. R. ROBERTS: The further the 
::\Iinister went, the worse he appeared to 
flounder. Tc>lling them that the officer had 
not any authority to send out this circular 
would not give much satisfaction to the public 
servants concerned. Even though the officer 
might have made a mistake, seeing contracts 
had be0n entered into with various public 
senants, the Government should stand up 
to the letter of the agreement. The decision 
to rc·tire those officers had not been come to 
without some thought. The least the Minister 
could do was to intimate to those who were 
vitally \'onccrned what the intention of the 
Government was. If the Government had 
decided th~t mPn had to retire, but they 
were not prepared to offer those men some 
Prnployment "hereby they would be able to 
continue their rontributions until thev 
attained the ago of seventy vears, the hones"t 
thing was to pay those men "the amount they 
would be entitled to at tho age of seventy 
years. The Government would be acting 
unfairly if they did not do that. 

i\Ir. GLEDS'ON (Ipswich): He would like 
the Attorney-General to give some infor-

[llfr. G~ P. Ba1·nes. 

1naticn in reference to n1en \vho were retired 
at the age of sixty-five and were cntitlc.J to 
a superannuation annuity at that age if they 
were fotmd temporary Prnp\oyment at a lessor 
rciYtUneration. Ono man had taken out bvo 
units of anm1ity, and was entitled to £110 
per annun1. That man was drawing a "alary 
of £400 a year, and was retired at the age of 
:dxty-fiye y0a.rs. I-Ie was offerr·d temporary 
employment in the same department at £200 
a y, ar, bnt ww, told t:·1n:t, if he drPw that 
salar' he would not be entitled to draw the 
£110. a year from the Superannuation Fund. 
\V.,, that correct or not' If it were, he 
would bn getting only £90 a year for his 
scrvicPs. That was not a right position to 
take up. 

Mr. KING (J:a(Jrm): He agreed entirely 
with the opmwns expressed by previous 
speakers. There must be something radically 
wrong with the present position when mem
bers of the public service received a circular 
which started out with the distinct promise-

" If you contribute under tables B, D, 
F, or H, you will acquire the right to 
remain in the service until the age of 
seventy." 

The TREASURER : Vvho sent tho circl!lar out? 

Mr. KI:\'G : It had come from Mr. Rendle, 
manager of the Superannuation Fund. The 
circular had gone out in the face of the 
declared policy of tho Government to retire 
public sc·rvants at tho age of sixty-five years. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: That was in 1912. 
It wa'., not based on statutory authority. 

The TRKISURER : If the manager of a bank 
sent out a circular that each £1 note waa 
worth £2, would it stand? 

Mr. KING: That would be absurd on the 
face of it. A suggestion, promise, or induce
ment had be<m held out to those men to 
come under the fund. They were tol·d that, 
if thev contributed to the fund, they acquired 
the right to remain in the service until they 
reached the age of seyenty years. The men 
accepted those terms, and said they would 
contribute to the fund. Hon. members 
should alwavs bear in mind that contributors 
over the age of forty years had to be encour
age·d to come under the fund. What was the 
interpretation of the words " exigencies of 
the service" ? That might mean anything 
to the person who received it. It was not a 
fair thing to the men who ha·d been in'duced 
to come in, and their rights should be 
preserved. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): There appeared 
to be a misunderstanding, or lack of know
\ edge, on the part of the Mi1:ister and the 
offieers of the department w1th regard to 
the circular. If that were so, they owed a 
dutY to the men and women who were 
affe.cted by the circular. It was hardly con
coin bl e that a responsible officer of tho 
public service would s0nd out Sl\Ch a circular 
without haYing authority to do so. He was 
surpri sc·d at the Treasurer's referenc' to the 
m"tter. 

The TREABVRER: I want to drive homo the 
point that the registrar sent out the circular 
without any .MinistPrial authority, and with
out any statutory authority. 

;}fr. T. R. ROBERTS: You should ha\'e with
drawn it. 

The THE.\RT;RER: Your Government were in 
power at that time. 
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Mr. TAYLOR: Evidently the Treasurer 
bad some knowledge of the circular. vVher8 
be had gained it ho had not told them. If 
he had gained it a year or l wo back he 
shculd ha.vo notified the officers concerned 
that a. mistake had be~n made, 'md that the 
circular had been sent out \vithout anv 
Buthority from' the respolnsible l\1inistet:. 

He (Mr. Taylor) alwayo had had an objec
tion to putimt; youngsters into the pubiic 
sen-icu If he had lOO children, he would 
keep them lOO miles awav from it. From 
wh:tt they l!ad heard dunng the cou.rsc of 
thP various debates, it was the last plac .. 
in which to put a youngster. The me.tter 
rC:'quired to be cleare-d up. If any injustice 
bad been done, it was not too late to rectifj 
it a.nd to take every precaution that suc.h " 
misunderstanding did not occur in the fnturc. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In view of 
the opinion<> expressed by hon. gentlemen 
en the question, he ·v:ould exarnine the 
c;rcular and go into the matter. He had 
n~Yer ~r,Jn or heard of the circular pre
vwusly, but he now would go into the matter 
and sec what <Yas behind it. He wanted to 
<lo justice to everybody. 

1\.'Ir. G. P. BARNES (TVrmcirk): He 
ttJr,ught the statement of the Minister was 
Batisfactory They understood that the Go
vernment were in ignorance of the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I Clffi not saying 
that at all. I say I have not seen or heard 
of the circular. 

Mr. li. P. BARI\'ES: If the Committee 
were given to J:JCdorst•nd that fair play was 
to be a.fforded to those me11, the matter could 
1·easonably be dropped. Ko one should be 
victimised. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoom.ba): 
1t was very pleasing to he'lr the Minister sav 
that he would give the matter some cotl· 
-sideration. It seemed that there had been 
a want of consideration. These men had 
been retired, and these things should ha.vc 
been considered prior to their retirement. 

The ATTORNEY·GE"'ERAL: We have con
sidered every aspect of the matter. This is 
a new phase that the hon. gentleman has 
raised. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Alongsi·de the 
Attorney-General sat the Treasurer who 
seemed tn he somewhat hostile a few m~ments 
ago. That hon. gentlema.n seemed to be 
nware tha.t such a circular was in existenc0 
and had gone so far as to tell the Corn: 
mittee by interiection it had been sent out 
without the authority of the Government of 
the day. If the Denham Government-which 
he (Mr. Robf'rts) supported-had to a ~er
tain extent committed themselves by theit 
·officers, he would stand to that. He would 
like to he:u- the Premier assure the Com
mittee t.h:1t justice would be done. It was 
not a matter of partv: it was a matter of 
cluing the right thing' by the public service 
of Queensland. They had taken these men's 
contributions and had seen fit to retire them 
and the least the Go,·ernment could do wa~ 
to say they would honour the agreement 
r articula.rlv as the action had not bee~ 
taken ir, {heir time. He was not blaming 
tbe Governrr;ent in any way. He was askinO" 
them to sec tleat these men got the pension~ 
"~ thongh they had been retired at the age 
ot seventy years. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny): The mere fact 
of the Att?rney-General saying he would give 
constderatwn to a. thing like this was 
hardly mfficient. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not expect 
me to commit myself before examining the 
matter. 

Mr. MOORE: He did expect the Attorney
General to commit himself to giving justice 
to the public servants. 

The ATLJRNEY·GENERAL: I said I would 
do that. 

Mr. MOORE : If these men ha·d known 
there was a chance of their be,ing retired 
bdore they reached the age of seventy years, 
they would ha;e taken out inca.pacity units 
and would not have allowed themselves to 
be plr,ced in this unfortunate position. 
Becalbe the financial position compelled the 
Government to retire men at the age of 
sixty-fi,·e years, he did not see why tbese 
unfortunate public servants should have to 
compound with the Superannuation Board 
and accept a eo m promise. The-re vvas no 
reason for that. They came in on the under
standing thcv would remain in the service 
;,mtil they w~rc seventy years of age except 
they were incapacitated. 

The PREMIER: 'I'he Attornev-General said 
he would look a.t the circular. I have not 
frcen that circular. 

At 5.30 p.m., 
The CHAIR>IAN resumed the chair. 
Jl.lr. l\100RE: It seemed a most unfair 

thing that they should have contributed to 
the fund to the extent they had and then 
have to make a compromise because they 
were forced out of the senice. They had to 
wait for five years before they could get 
their pensions, and they must pay contribu
tions all the time. 

The PRE}IIER: They get their annuity or 
incapacity immediately they retire. The 
Superannuation Fund pays it, and the Go
vernment reimburse the fund. Anything 
that they have paid for their one or two 
units of incapacity allowance was repaid so 
soon as they retired. 

:VIr. MOORE : He admitted that if they 
had taken out incapacity units, but they 
joined the fund on an understanding that 
they would not be retired until they were 
seventy, and now they had to continue con
tributing till they were seventy. 

The PRE;;IIER: It is not just now that the 
first retirements have been taking place. 

Mr. MOORE : It was not a reasonable 
excuse to say that an officer sent out the 
circular without authoritv. The Government 
could not get out of it by saying that they 
did not know that their servant was doing 
it. They must shoulder the responsibility of 
their officers 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\TES (Bulim.ba) : A dis
tinct assurance from the 'Minister would meet 
cvc·ry objection, but, without reflecting on 
the Minister, he wanted to ask if it was a 
distinct assurance on the hon. gentleman's 
part when he said that he would look into 
the matter? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not want 
me to commit myself to a thing that I have 
not considered ? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He wanted the 
:V1inister to commit himself to the ext<mt of 
eaying that, if that circular went out from 
a Government office, whether under the pre· 
sent Government or any other Governm<mt, 
to individual employees, the Government 
would stand up to their contract. There had 
been other cases where contracts had been 
broken by the Government, and were the 

Hon. W. H. BarnPs.l 
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Government going to bYush this contract 
quietly on one side because the persons con
cerned happened to be weak men without a 
strong voice? There was another phase 0£ 
the question which had to be considered-
that once they established a rule thao the 
Government at their own sweet will could 
do anything which was wrong, they csbb
Ji,hc·d a bad pr0cedent for the days to come. 
They did not know that it migl1t not hit 
"omcboiy whom they least expecte-1 it to hit. 
Queensland had already got a bad name m 
another direction, and they should take care 
not to give her a bad name in r0><pc<lt of 
her treR.tment of the emploc ees o£ the State. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dulby): He did not can' 
to allow the vat.· to go without recording 
his protest against what had apparentlc· been 
done. It seemed to him that a certain body 
of public servants were suffering an in
justice which it was the duty of the Govern
ment to remove so soon as posoible. The 
Premier fell back on the fact that other 
public servants had been superannuated at 
the age of sixty-five, but this matter had now 
come to light and they must realise that the 
men had been paying premiums on the 
understanding outlined in the circular, and 
upon that consideration had deprived them
selves of -all the benefits they might have had 
by protecting themselves in case of in
capacity. The contract was very definite, 
for the circular read-

CLASSES C A;-;Jl D. 
" MALES 40 AND OVER. 

"If you contribute under tables B, D, 
F, or H, you will acquire the right to 
remain in the service until the age of 
seventy, and your contributions will con
tinue until that age when your rights to 
incapacity allowance, if you have con
tributed for that benefit, will cease, and 
your annuity will commence, and if you 
have contributed for assurance_ the sum 
assured will be payable at death, or you 
may, on retirement, exchange for an 
additional annuity according to its value. 

" Dated, Public Service Superannua
tion Board Office, Brisbane, December, 
1912. 

"(Sig-ned) ROBERT RENDLE, 
"Manager. 

" Public Service Superannuation 
Board Office." 

That was an inducement for them to come 
under the scheme. At any rate, if there was 
a misunderstanding they should not be the 
sufferers when they were dealing with the 
Government. If they we•re to have 'no 
retiring allowance, they should m·en be taken 
back into the service and continue on their 
salaries until they wNe seventy years of age, 
or, failing that, receive the retiring allow
ance to which they woulrl have been entitled 
had they continued in office till the age for 
retiring was reached. 

The PRE}IJER: The only thin!' I am sorry 
for is that the matter was not discussed on 
the Public Service Commissioner's vote, 
under mv department, when I would have 
had the information here. 

Mr. VOWLES: Ho was ignorant of it 
before. or he would have voiced the matter 
long ago. He asked the Government to deal 
with the matter as employers should treat 
their employees-generously. There was a 
rule that every person of the ago of sixty-five 
was to be retired, and the question of a man's 

[Hon. TV. H. Barnes. 

capabilities did not come into consideration" 
and the Government should deal with the
matter fairly. 

The ~\TTORXEY-GENERAL: I can assure you. 
that we will deal with the matter justly. 

Mr. KI:'--10 (Logan): 'l'he circular was a 
matter of common knowledge. \Vhen Colonel 
Moore and Mr. :'IIorris and l\lr. Eglinton, and 
other police magistrates, were retired some 
vc·ars ago the question came up, whilst within. 
the last ten da vs the East More-ton Teachers' 
Association discussed the matter in Brisbane, 
when it was shown that the circular had. 
induced teachers and others to come under 
the Superannuation Fund. It wa~ astonish
ing- that the matter had not come under the 
notice of the Attorney-General, although, of 
com,e, he accepted tho hon. gentleman's. 
as-urance without reservation that it had not, 
but he hoped that he would now sec that 
justice was done. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra): It was extra
ordinary that the Attorney-General had not 
gone into the matte,· before the Estimates
came before the House, inasmuch as about 
half a column had recently appeared in the 
daily papers in regard to it. He failed tn 
rea lis'' "hy the Minister would not dn the 
right thing, unless there wa' so!'w i~ea of 
getting round the contract contamod m the 
circular. There was an offer, and there was 
an acceptance by the payment of the pre
miums. Tlie,·e wae also consideration in the
contract, and there was nn doubt that, if it 
were taken to law the Government would 
lose the case, and the repudiation of which 
they the Opposition ha vc been talking for 
months would be proved again. There would 
be no further talk from the Opposition if the 
Attornev-General would do the right thing 
and say that the men would. be reinstate~. 
They were promised by the crrcular that, If 
they paid certain contributions, they would 
be retained until they were seventy years of 
arro but no\\ both male and female contribu
t.;'rs' had had their services dispensed with at 
sixtv-five vcars, notwithstanding that from 
1912 they· had done their part by paying 
their contributions. He did not think for a. 
moment that one could put the contract in 
clearer and more concise language than the
circular. There was no equivocation. The 
Government had overstepped the mark, . and 
it waR not sufficient to tell the Comnnttee 
that consideration would be given to th3 
position. NoV\r, when the ~stimates V< cys
being considered, was the ttme wh0n tlle
Minister should tell the Committee that he· 
would rectify the wrong by rocognisi ng th" 
contract and undertaking that the GoYern
ment would carry out their agreement. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
"'Courier " of tho 17th instant, page 6. con
tained the following report of the discussion 
of thro matter by the East iYioreton Teachers' 
Agsociation:-

" MORE REPUDIATION. 
"TEACHERS AND RETRENCHMENT. 

" ' That the East Moreton Teacher,' 
Association enters its strong proteot 
against the compuleory retirement of w 
manv senior teachers of the State on the 
grou~1ds of being. over sixty-fiv~ years of 
acre.' This 1nobon was earned unan
i;,oush- at the annual meeting of the 
East Moreton Teachers' .Association on 
Saturda v. It was further decided to send 
a copy of the resolution to the me m hers 
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of Parliament for East Moreton con
stituencies, together with a statement of 
the position as regards retirement. 

" In moving the motion, Mr. J. J. 
Dempsey said he was convinced that not 
30 per cent. of the members of Parliament 
understood the position. They believed 
it was being done on the grounds of 
economy and of inefficiency owing to age. 
They wore ignorant of the fact that when 
the age limit was introduced provision was 
made for a retiring allowance, which 
provision was subsequently wiped out and 
the age limit retained. Thev, too, were 
ignorant of the fact that the men were 
promised, in a printed circular from th8 
Superannuation Board, that by contribut
ing to the Superannuation Fund under 
a certain table they would be acquiring 
the right to remain in the service unt1! 
they reached the age of seventy years. 
The teachers had entered into those pay
ments on this understanding. Now this 
was being treated as another ' scrap of 
paper,' to be regarded or disregarded as 
the Gm·crnment thought fit. The legal 
advisers of the union had informed it that 
by something which was done in 1917 it 
was doubtful if they had a legal right to 
what they believed to be their rights, but 
they certainly had a moral right to 
them." 

The matter had receiYed the earnest con
sideration of the teachers, and hon. members 
recognised that the case was identical with 
the way in which it had been presented that 
afternoon. The House and the country should 
know that the position of these men were 
not going to be jeopardised, and that not 
only would their case receive, as indieated 
by the Minister a short time ago, considera
tion, but that justice would be done. If the 
Attorney-General would assure the Com
mittee that justice would be done and that 
the honourable agreement that was arrived 
at between the Government of the dav and 
the public servants concerned, then the' mat
ter could end. He took it that the Govern
ment would certainly honour the agreement, 
and that no injustice at any time or to any 
extent would · be done to the officers con
cerned. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): What the hon. 
member for \Varwick had read should be 
satisfactory evidence so far as the rights of 
the teachers were concerned. In the report 
they were told that legal advice had been 
obtained in 1917, and the ,•dvice was that 
it was doubtful if the public servants affected 
had a legal claim; but the Government should 
be an example to other cmployen in the 
State so far as the1r employees were con
cerned. Where a private employer might 
endea\·our to take adyrmtagc of some legal 
technicality which might rf'lieve him of cer
tain liabilities, he did not think that was 
justification for the Government adopting 
any such rule of conduct in ccmnection with 
their employees. It had been stated that a 
circular had gone out unknown to the 
Attorney-General, but the Treasurer appeared 
to knoV\ something about it. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: He said it went out with
out statutory authority. 

Mr. 'l'A YLOR: If a mistake had been 
made, if it was only one month or six 
months, or if it was one year, or two years 
ago, the rectification of that mistake devolved 
upon the Attorney-General. That did not 

appear to have been done. If it had not 
been for the financial strain existing at the 
present time, the matter probably would not 
have cropped up just now. But it had 
cropped up, and the Government had only 
one duty to perform, and that was to do 
the right thing by the men who had been 
retrenched on account of their having reached 
the age of sixty-five. They should extend 
to these men the right and justic.·c that they 
were claiming from the Government. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The Go
vernment's duty in this case was not only 
to see that justice was done, but to honour 
their obligations. There might be no legal 
claim upon the Government, yet a moral 
claim was there, and in his opinion that 
should be just as binding as a legal claim. 
The officer in charge of the superannuation 
hoard was a man in high authority, and the 
Mmister cculd not possibly repudiate what 
had been done in good faith and which the 
officers of the public service had accepted 
in gond faith. The Attorney-General might 
say he " ts going to mete out justice, but it 
might be like some of the justice meted out 
to the judges of the Supreme Court, which 
tbo Opposition held to be dishonourfLble, and 
UllVc orthv of the Government. In this case it 
would bo infir,itely worse, because they were 
dealing with men who did not have so much 
c,_t their back in their old age as possibly the 
judges had. These gentlemen had possibly 
ecpcnt their lives in the service of the country, 
><nd had contributed to the fund in good frtith, 
and in the expectation that when they reached 
old age they would receive some benefit. 
The Government retired them at sixty-five 
years of age, and they now found they were 
not to receive any benefit. The Attorney
General should say what he was going to 
do. He should tell the Committee if he was 
going to honour the obligation. As hon. 
members on his side had one conception of 
justice and hon. members on the other side 
had another conception of justice, the 
Attorney-Genera.! should say whether the 
Government intended to honour the obliga
tion embodied in the circular sent out by 
the head of the department. They could 
see from the tone of the letter written to 
the Press the other day how the people con
corned regarded the matter. The writer of 
the letter obtained legal advice in 1917, and 
his legal advisers had told him that he had 
no legal right, but that most certainly there 
wns a moral right and obligation. Such 
ocnrrences as these were undermining the 
whole of the public service. Men engaged in 
the service expected that they were going to 
be treated in the most fair, liberal, and honest 
v ay for their servi<·es; and, if they found that 
promises and pledges were not kept, it was 
hard to say what migcht result. He hoped 
the Attorney-General would keep hie pro
mise, rtnd that the matter would be satis
factorily dealt with. He hoped the Attornrv
General would state unequivocally that the 
obligations implied by the circular would be 
honoured to the letter. 

Hol!. W. H. BARNES (Bulim.ba): There 
were aspects of the matter which shoul~ not 
be lightly passed over by the Committee. 
He noticed that the Premier had been loolnng 
up certain matters. 

The PREMIER: I have looked up Mr. 
Macartney's speech. He raised the que,tion 
very fully in 1916, when he was leader of 
the Opposition, but he never referred to any 
alleged circular. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 



lG78 Snpply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Did the hon. 
gf:ntlernan sugg;est that the teachens assembled 
in conference had manufactured the circular? 

The PREMIER: He was not suggesting that; 
but it had not been brought under his notice. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was glad to 
know that. Thv retrenchment had not taken 
place until recently. 

The PREMIER: Similar retrenchment took 
place in 1916. 

HoN. W. I-I. BARNES : That was no argu
ment. If a repudiation of contract entered 
into with the employeBS of the State took 
place in 1916, it would still be wrong. The 
very fact of the circular not having been 
mentioned p~eviously was no argument. 
He accepted m full the statement ma.de by 
the Attorney-General that he would look 
seriously into the matter, but they wanted 
something more than that. It might be that, 
when the Minister got away from the House 
he was not going to take any action. The 
men affected have the right to receive 
a distinct assurance. It seemed to him that 
th~ Government were probably going to 
strike at the quection of superannuation 
where there was no definite agreement. and 
other people later on might find themselves 
in exactly the same position. It was not 
ni0FJ to mention names in Committee, but 
the head teacher of the State school at Coor
paroo, who has been retired, regarded it as 
a distinct breach of contract. He had been 
employed by the department for many years 
and had looked forward, because of his con
tract, to work being found for him for a 
certain period, and y£t that arrangement or 
contract was broken. He would emphasi"e 
that the Government had not been prover
bial for keeping th£ir contracts, and they 
were creating suspicion in the minds of hon. 
members. The Government had not been 
proverbial for standing up to their contracts, 
and scraps of paper had not been worth 
very much to the Government when it suited 
their own convenience. Here they had a 
representative gathering of teachers who 
decided to send a resume of the case 'to the 
members jor the various electorates. Were 
the Government out, not only to get at 
what they. call the top fellow, but to penalise 
the workmg man in this particular con
nection? After all, teachers were onlv draw-
ing very modest salaries. " 

Mr. PEASE: In your time they were. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 

was again chirping, although he did not know 
anything about the matter. 

Mr. PEASE: I know more than you do 
about it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He would ask the 
Attorney-General if it was the intention of 
the Government to g£t at th£ worker or 
~nyone else emp~oyed in the public service, 
If they thought It would suit their financial 
needs at a time of very great crisis? The 
Government had had serious financial needs. 
~hey had been very hard up, and this looked 
!Ike one of ~he methods that they were adopt
mg to see 1f they could re':'edy the existing 
state of affairs. The Mmister had been 
consulting with the officers of the department 
again and again. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is an awful 
crime. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It wa' not a crime 
at :"ll. It indi~ated that th'" Minister was 
d.csnous of gettmg light on the subject. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I want to familiar
ise myself with the matter. 

[Hon. W. H. Ban?PS. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : He thought the 
Minister should do that. The Treasurer on 
the one hand ha·d stated that there was no 
statutory e.uthority for sending out the 
cncular, and the Attorney-General had pro
fessed to know something about it. It strLJck 
him as being strange that it had not been 
brought under the notice of the Attorney
General in 1916. Possibly the ~1inister had 
lreen looking up the matter Juring the dinner 
hour and might now b~ able to place the 
Crommittee in full posse ·sion of the facts. 

f7 p.m.] 
The ATTORC\"EY-GEKER.\L: I give the hon. 

member the same assurance that I gave him 
],pfore tea. 

HoN. \\'. H. DAR)[ES: It oemed that 
they wore only going to get as far as an 
expression of sympathy to-nig,ht. 

The ATTORNEY,GENERAL: I said more than 
that. I s<tid that I was going to inquire 
into the matter. 

HoN. vY. H. BAR"NES: The Minister had 
grven no promise that, when he made inqmry 
and found th'lt tJH,e men had been unjustly 
treated, he \\·as going to put things rig.ht. 
vYhat was the use of sending a letter saying 
tbat the GoYernnwnt had inquired into the 
matter, cut that, that "as as far as they could 
t:l? He noticed that the teachers themselves 
propo,,od to show their sympathy with these 
I'len, but SJ,mpathy witbout relief \\as not 
very much good. Ho hop,;d that the Com
mittee would in some marked wav show that 
not on!:· did thev realise what the teacher' 
felt, but that they would show their disappro 
bation of the G01·ernment. 

The TREASrREll: You do not anrue that. all 
teachers Rhould be kept on till they are 
•·cventy? 

HoN. \V. H. BARt\ES: The Treasurer 
\Y<'h vor:- good at sidetracking matters. 
When a contract had been made with men 
it should not be broken by the Government 
At page 366 of " Hansar·d" last year, the 
}•on. member for Logan asked the following 
question-

" How many teachers over the ag-~ of 
sixty-five years, who are contributing to 
the Superannuation Fund, have recently 
recci Hd notice from the department 
dispensing with their services?" 

" The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRU"C
TION (Hon. J. Huxham, Bumnda) 
replied-

One teacher, who is over the age 
of sixtv-five vear;;;. and \vho is a con
tributo1· to the Superannuation Fund, 
has, in terms of section 49 of the Public 
Service Act of 1896, been retired from 
the Public Service as from the 31st 
December, 1920." 

I-l e trusted that the Committee would in 
some marked way show its disapproval of the 
action of the Government. 

Mr. GREEK (Townsville): He would like 
t<> express his disapproval of an .. thing that 
:avoured of repudiation, particularly when 
rt affected the public servants of the State. 
After hearing the explanation given that 
afternoon, there was no doubt that a dis
tim;t understanding was gi,·en to the officers 
of the Education and other departments 
concerned that, if they came under the 
Public Service Superannuation Act, thPir 
positions would be secure until thev were 
seventy years of age. The Governm<mt 
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,Joould r.hc,-cfore honour the agreement. It 
\\·c.uld not be to their credit if thev brDke 
'"' agremnc·n made by one of the r;rincipal 
{,Jlicers of the department y, ith public scr
'· a1.ts. The public servants who would be 
J;l'C•IHOtf'J if these Tf"'tirements \YCfB rnade 
v.·. re most emphatically objecting to it, realie
;~J,r.: th~t a ~·~·eat injustice 1vas being done. 
Ine Comm1J'ce should not agree to a 
!Jl·each of contract with the public servants. 

"'.1r. PETRIE (Tonrn li1tl): The Minister 
should make some definite announcement as 
t.n what his intentions were regarding these 
rdrenched teachers. A contract had been 
entered into with them. It would be as well 
t•J read the part of the report ocf the 
Teachers' Association contained in tho 
' Courier" of 17th instant, whic.h had not 
been quoted by the hon. member for 
Bulimba-

"The association's annual report, whif'h 
was adopted, stated that it was satis
factory t~J kno;v that the • rnark' Fvstein 
evolved bv the association had met" with 
a fa.vonL,"ble reception at the hands of 
the Executive. The membership had 
incrcrrscd from 622 to 673. The report 
addr,d. ·\Ye arc ~orry that the exigencic;; 
of the public service are such as to cause 
retrenchment to be so rife. Our branch 
of the •en ice has be~n hit hard, pri vi
leges t'TlJOyed almost since the pas:Jing of 
the EdtJl':.Jion Act have been lopped off, 
and ma.ny of our fmest exponents of the 
teachi_ng art, in full possession of their 
faculties, have had summarY notice of 
their retirement. The lo'"' par·takes more 
of a nntional character than a purely 
<.~ssociatiDn one, but is serious from any 
aspect.' " 

That should cause the Attornev-General to 
make a definite announcement to the Com
mittee as to whether it "as intended that 
proper treatment should be given to these 
men. 

The TREASURER: Has not the Minister 
given you an assurance? He can make a 
statement when the resolutions are brought 
up. 

Mr. PETRIE : He was quite s~tisfied that 
the Attorney-General was sincere in the 
assurance he had given, but that was not 
sufficient. The Opposition would be more 
oatisfied if the Minister would make a definite 
statement now. To test the feeling of the 
House, he moved--

" That the vote be reduced by £1." 
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 

Paddington): He hoped the hon. member 
would not insist on his amendment as the 
Minister had given nn assurance that the 
matter w'?uld be carefully inquired into. 
The quesbon was a most difficult one, the 
trouble bemg <:'aused by the conflict between 
two statutes passed by the late Government
the Public Service Superannuation Act and 
the Public Service Act. Mr. Macartney, who 
was then the Secretary fm· Public Lands 
introduced the Public "service Bill-he wa~ 
not sure who introduced the Public Service 
Superannuation Bill-but the two measures 
conflicted, in so far as the Public Service 
Ac~ laid down. the rctirinf\ age at sixty-five, 
wlule the Public Scrv1ce t-\uperannuation Act 
a!lowed certain contributors to retire at the 
~ge of seventy. \Vhen he (Mr. Fihelly) was 
m the Department of Justice, the matter 
arose through some correspondence between 
11r. Stor0·, now Public Service Commis
sioner, "ne! 21/lr. Rend le, the manager of the 

Public Senicc Superannuation Fund. Diffi. 
Cl~l\ics art c20 not rnercly 1.\Tith teachers, but 
vntn other officers \vbo \vere retired in ac
curd>tnce with the Public Service Act, in 
connection v ith the obligations of the Go
Yernment under the Public Service Super
annuation Act. He did not think that hon. 
members opposite would suggest that all 
teachers ,hould be kept on until the ago of 
seventy. Parliament should. perhaps, have 
n1ade rnore generous provision in the Super
annuation Act, so that teachers could retire 
at sixty-fh'e. Their duties were responsible 
and _important. If any function required 
act1nty and energy and the full pos,cssion 
of one's faculties, it was the office of a 
teaeher. The hon. member for Toombul 

ould be well advised to withdraw his 
amendment, and leave it to the Minister 
to reply on the resolutions from the Chamber. 
The matter would have the most •·ympathetic 
concidel',ation of the Cabinet, who did not 
want to do any injustice to the public ser· 
·n~e, and, if there "\vas an en·or in legislation 
-Jf. through come anomaly, the two Acts 
conflicted and hardship was done-he thought 
the GoYernmcnt would be only too happy 
to find wme means by which to remedy it. 
It was most important for the efficiency of 
the Departmrnt of Public Instruction that 
men who were too old should not be in 
charge of important FChools; that was of 
r;reat concern to their young people. The 
Government did not want to inflict hardship 
on any public servants, and had treated them 
very well. They had shown that by the 
eotablishment of the Arbitration Court and 
by the generous classification they had re
cently given, which placed the public ser
Y8DP on a fll'rn and seeure ba·,,is. rl'be bona 
£_des of the Government could not be ques
twned, and, in view of the assurance given 
by the Attorney-General, he thought the 
amendment ought to be withdrawn. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East 'l'nowoomba) : 
It was somewhat pleasing to hear the remarks 
of the Treasurer. The difficulty was that he 
did not carry it into effect. That was not a 
new question. The Govornment have had four 
years. since the matter was first raised to 
consider their position and deeJ fairh· ,;,ith 
the public service; but they had no"t seen 
fit to do it. Yet the Trc"asurer graciously 
came along and suggested that thev should 
wait a few days to enable the Attorney
General to give the ma.tter consideration. 
The only way in which they could deal with 
it was the way proposed by the bon. member 
for Toombul. They 1Yould then see whether 
hon. members opposite would iitand up to 
their obligations. In 1916 Mr. Macartney, 
the late member for Toowong, had gone very 
fully into the rights of the public service 
under the superannuation scheme. That hon. 
gentleman was not Hatisfied with nuttino- for
ward his own opinions, but he i~trodu~ed a 
statement made by the then Secretary for 
P~blic Instruction (ML Hardacre) when the 
Rdl was gomg· through the House in 1912. 
Mr. Macartncy was in charge of the Bill in 
1912, and knew what· 1vas the intention of the 
Government, and he brought forward the 
cYidcnce of the draftsman at the time to show 
it wa' intended, if these men contributed to 
the fund, to continue t-hem in the service 
until they re~chcd the age of sevcntv vears. 
He would quote from the remarks of th~ Sec
retary for Public Inst-ruction (Mr. Hardacre), 
as mPmb?r for Leichhardt-" Hansard " vol. 
cxxiii., page 1015- ' 

" One of the biggest difficulties we are 

Mr. T. R. Roberts.] 
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confronted with is how to provide for 
those who are nearing the end of their 
liYes in the service, and who have been 
looking forward with some fear and 
trembling to the time when they have to 
lea vo the service. One of the biggest 
difficulties has been to provide for them 
in some way without making the pre
mium altogether too high, and, on the 
other hand, without burdening the 
general scheme. It seems to me the pro
posal in the Bill has, by a very ingenious 
contrivance, met that difficulty. It pro
vides a special scheme, at the age of 
fort 0·, to be entered into voluntarily, and 
in order to save burdening the general 
scheme they have made special pro
visions, saying, 'If you go into this 
special schedule we will permit you to 
remain an additional five years in the 
service,' which will be much more satis
factory to them than even giving them 
a fairly large annuitv, and at the same 
time making them retire." 

The TREASURER: \Vbv did he not straight 
out amend the Public Sen-icc Act, and brirw 
it into conformity with the Public Sen·ic~ 
Superannuation Act? 

2\!Ir. 'I'. R UOBERTS: Those were the 
rerllarks of an hon. rncrnber 'vho \Vas now in 
tbt· Cabi1wt. \Yhen the Treasurer asked for 
anotlwr chance to revie\\ the position, he 
(Mr. Roberts) "anted to know how manv 
public •crvants wore going to be thrown ou"t 
on the ,,tn'C't", -without regard to the agree~ 
monts thf' GoYemmsnt had entered into with 
t.hmn? \Vhat Httisfaotion was it to those men 
who had ldt the service, and lost what thev 
wore L'ntitlcd to, for the GoYernment to say 
that the,- were looking after the intere~ts of 
the public service, and then to tell them that 
they wantf'd a few more days to consider the 
matter. No one knew better- than the Trea
surer that the GoYernn1cnt O\V<'d an oblicra
tion to tho,.e public servants and they w~re 
shirking it. ' 

Mr .. BRENNAN (1'oo1coombo): It was 
arnus1ng to hear ihe advocacy of thP c!aims 
of tlw public service bv hon. members who 
were connected with the Government that 
stopped the automatic increase', after having 
made an attempt to reduce salaries to a 
rertain amount. 

Mr. T. R. RDBERTS : You know that is 
qujte untrue. 

lHr. DIU~NNAN: It was true. Thcv now 
~amc along and J1l'Ct8nded t~hcv T\'C~e the 
friends of the public service. If they were 
back. m offi:e to-morrow, the': would kill the 
pubhc ecrviCe. The hon. nwmber for East 
Tomyoornba came along with his voice break
n;~: mto tears about the public service. \Vhat 
d1d that hon. member care? He ha·d no sym
pathy for the public service. T,ho whole 
trouble had arisen because of h-..:l conflicting 
Act,, and the present Gove"nment were asked 
to remedy it before thev \\ ,ont into recess. 
~Ion. I_nomhers opposite had had three years 
In ":Juch to remedy it, and they ha-d ·done 
notlung. What did the Opposition care about 
It'l 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: '\Yhat do you 
l''1lre? 

Mr. BREN:'of)I.)J: The present Government 
had_ made ayailable to the public service the 
AI:b1tt:a~wn Court to enable them to get a 
fan IIvmg. It made him smile to hear the 
•poaches and to notice the way in which the 

[Mr. T. R. Roberts. 

-hon. member for East Toowoomba could' 
attune his voice to tears. If the public ser
Yants were going to listen to that sort of 
norscnse, it \Vas up to the Govornrnent to ask 
them which 6i·de they were on, and if they 
wanted the assistance of hon. members oppo
site? This trouble had been bequeathed by 
the recent Government, which hon. members 
opposite reprrnonted. The present Gm·ern
ment were not to blame for it. 

Quection~That the sum of £1,401 only be 
granted (Jir. Petric's am.rnd 111 ent)-put; and 
the f'omrnittee divide·d :-

}fr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 

Barnf's, \Y. H. 
, Bl'hbington 

Bell 
Br_~_nd 

, Cl ttf•rmull 
, Clayton 

Corser 
,, Costello 
3• Deacon 
, Edwanls 
, Elphinstone 
,, Fletcher 

Frv 
,, G-reen 
, Jones 

AYES, 33. 
Mr. Korr 

,. King 
Logan 

,. }fncgrrzor 
}laxwell 

, }foore 
, 3-.'Iorgan 
, ?\ ott 
,, Peh~e 
, Itoberts, ,J. H. C. 
, Roberts, T. R. 
,, Sizcr 
,, Swayne 

Taylor 
:·, Yowles 
, \Varren 

1'ellers: Mr. Fry and :Mr. Green. 

NOES, 34. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Hartley 
, Bertram Huxham• 

Brcnnan , , Land 
Bulcock , Larcombe 
Collins . , IVf cCormac k 
Conroy ,. M ullan 
Cooper, F. A. Pa:;-·ne 
Cooper, W. , Pease 
CoJ-ne ,, Pollock 
Dash H iordan 
~.,erriclcs ., Ryan 

, 1 Fihelly , Rmith 
Foley , f-ltopforcl 
Forde , , rrhrotlc•rt> 
Gilday , Wl'lling-ton 
Gillirs , '\Vilson 
Gled1on , Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. W. Cooper and Mr. llyan. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoornba) : 
Notwithstanding th-e division, he thought it 

was necessary to point out what 
[7.30 p.m.) Mr. Macartney said in 1912 on 

the introduction of the Public 
Service Superannuation Act·, of which he was 
in charge-

" A special right is conceded to those of 
forty years of age and upwards. Upon 
paying a lesser contribution, they can pay 
as for retirement at the age of seventy 
years. It may be stated that all cont·ri
butors otherwise are made to contribute 
in respect of retirement at the age of 
sixty-five years, and the contributions 
cea'"' when the contributor arrives at that 
age. In the case of those officers to whom 
I ha Ye just referred, of forty and up
wards, they can, if they so elect, contri
but-e to four units of insurance and 
annuity payable at seventy years of age, 
in which cas, they pay a lesser sum." 

That showed that in 1912 the House fully 
understood that the public servants had the 
right, if they took advantage of the scheme, 
to remain in the service till they were seventy. 

Question put and passed. 
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SHERIFF. 

The ATTOR?\EY-,GENERAL moved-
" That £4,674 be granted for 

' Sheriff.' " 
·Question put and passed. 

STA:\IP DUTIES OFFICE. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
" That £11,167 be granted for ' Stamp 

Duhes Office.' " 
Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked for an 

~xplanation of the increase in the vote for 
" postage, telegrams, railway fares and 
freights, printing, stationery, and inciden
tals," from £1,500 to £5,000. 

The ATTOR)JEY-GENERAL: Most ex
penses under the headings mentioned, such as 
po:;.tage and tdegrams, had increased con
siderably, and there ha-d been an enormous 
"xpansion in the work of the office under the 
Act passed some time ago, as the revenue 
indicatc;d. The actual expenditure laet ;vear 
was £4,859. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPRE:\IE COUBT~. 

The A TTOR:\'EY'G ENERAL moved-
" That £11,2G9 be granted for 

' Supreme Courts.' '' 
·Question put and passed. 

TITLES. 

The .\TTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
" That £19,930 be granted for 'Titles.' " 

Mr. KING (Logan) : He wished to draw 
attention again to the salary of the R-egistrar 
of Titles, to which he referred last year, 
together with the hon. member for Toowong. 
The Registrar of Titleq had been Chief Com
missioner of Stamps till he was promoted to 
his present office, and yet he was now receiv
ing a salary of £575, or less than the salary 
-of the presc;nt Commissioner of Stamp Duties 
of £650. The explanation given last year 
was that the Commissioner of Stamp Dut-i-"s 
had received that salary on account of the 
special service' he had rendered, he under
stoo-d, in connection with the receipt by the 
Government of a large sum from the Yuill 
-estat-e. He did not wish to detract from the 
work that Mr. Fitzpatrick had done in that 
·connection; but, if the Attorney-General 
would look into the papers, he thought he 
would find that the present Registrar of 
'Titles, who was then Chief Commissioner of 
Stamp Duties, did work equally as good as, 
and perhaps better than, the present Commis
sioner in tracing that loss or leakage. He 
understood the Attorney-General last• year to 
Bay that the matter would r,eceive considera
tion, and he hoped that he would see that a 
deserving officer got the remuneration to{) 
which he was entitled. 

He had asked a question in regard to the 
recent increases of f ·es charged by t-he Real 
Property Office, and he had been told that 
they had been increased or amended by 
authority of t-he Real Property Acts, 1861-
1887. Section 140 provided-

" It shall be lawful for the Registrar
General to charge and recover such fees 
as shall be appointed by the Governor of 
t.he said Colonv. with the advice of the 
Executive Council, not in any case exceed
ing the several fees specified in the list. 
marked R in the schedule hereto." 

Schedule R set out fees for certain specified 
services. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Do they include all the feeo 
tho office may charge? 

Mr. KING : Practically all. Provision was 
made that the Governor in Council might 
increase the foes for certain specified services 
up t.o the amounts specified in the scheduho. 
He admitted that the Government had not 
increased them beyond the limits fixed in the 
schedule, but they had introduced fees for 
other services, which they had no legal right 
to do. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Which was done 
by previous Govc;rnmonts in 1885, 1903, and 
1913. 

Mr. KING: He did not think so. The fees 
had been increas-e-d, but on all previous 
occasions in accor·dance with the provisions 
of the schedule. 'They had been increased by 
a subterfuge. Take the case of an ordinary 
transfer of an allotment for which a man had 
paid £20. The man stamped it at a cost of 
7s. 6d. He then used t-o go to the Real 
Property Office and lodge the transfer, and 
all he had to pay was a fee of 10s. for regis
tration. Now, however, there was an addi
tional fee for what they called a memorial, 
that was, for noting, which was not prescribed 
bv the schedule, so that the total fees 
a;,ounted to £1 7s. 6d., whilst, if the man 
wanted a new deed, he had to pay another 
£1, or £2 7s. 6d. for a little transaction. 
That was merely a subL·rfuge to duplicate 
t-he fees provided by the Act. and to get 
additional revenue. He was not objecting to 
the fees altogether, but the Government 
should put themselves in a proper and legal 
position by bringing a short and amending 
Bill to legalise the increases. 

Question put. and passed. 

THE TREASURER. 
TREASURY. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddinr;ton) moved-

" That £65,880 be granted for 
'Treasurer.' '' 

The number of officers was practically the 
same as last year, and the increase of some 
£12,000 in the vote comprise-d anticipated 
increase-; for exchange, commission, etc., in 
connection with various transactions, London 
payments, and t-he like, which might or might 
not be lighter. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor) : He thought 
they should have some kind of a report on 
the work that was being done in connection 
'Vith the inspection of weig.hts and measurPs. 
fo1' which thc; amount required was £2.275. 
He did not think anv of the work was dont' 
in the mc;tropolitan a'rea. because he believe-::•. 
that was attended to by the city council. 
He would like some information from the 
Treasurer as to where ctnd how the duties of 
the inspectors were carried out. 

:\Ir. KERR (F:nO(!{/ETa) : This vote was 
ccnfinf'd to the administration of the Trea
spry Department, over which thP Treasurer 
had jurisdiction. That department dealt 
nwre or less with accounts, a.nd on those 
accounts the Trr-.J•,urer's Financial StatcmPnt 
w<ts prepared. According to the Auditor
General's r<'port. so far as the preparation 
of accounts and the Financial Statement were 
cc.r-c rned, the work hgd b00n very well clone 
b\ the staff of the Treasurv. 

"The TREASURER: It is v~ry gratifying to 
bear you say that. 

.llr. Iterr.] 
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Mr. KERR: There was no gainsaying that 
the work ,Jf the Treasurv officials had been 
H'ry complicated of r"c~nt years-more so 
than in any other period in the administra
tion of Qucen,]and ttffairs. '"i'he Government 
h~cl been faced with a difficulty in getting 
money, •end they had from time to time 
utilised loan n1one,\·, trust money, a.nd con
sclidated revenue for various purposes, which 
meant a good deal of work in tran"ferring 
amounts from ono account to another. The 
policy had been followed of taking any 
rncncy that was available for any particular 
purplhC. That had happened more especi
nlly during the In~t few years, and the work 
c11bilcd meant an addition to the staff. 

The THEA<T'RER: \\'here? 

Mr. KEHR : The number of employees in 
1914-15 wa.s twentc•-nine, whilst the number 
tc-chy ''as forty-one, and the expenditure 
in connection ,-;ith that alont.• wnG £38,000. 
The Treasury during thiP J car had handled 
rnorc rno7I0Y than ha.J ever been handled in 
the historv of Queensland. It showed the 
poesibiiities _of this State, but, unfortunately, 
notwithsta.nctJng that amount of revenue 
handled by the Treasurv there was not the 
prosperity that existeJ {~ the State in 191-i. 
rrhe Treasurer's accounts had been twisted 
tu an extent that it \".as very harJ to find a 
word to CX]lre.•, the extent. If he used the 
correct word., it would possibly be unp trlia
mentary. . Tne Treasurer had permitted 
money which had never been paid into con
solidated rc,·enue to be used to meet the 
ordinary connni tment-: of the Treasurv 

The TREA~CHER: No. ". 

Mr. KERR: An amount of money to the 
extent o! £ 1f2.000 had been diverted to meet 
the ordinary commitments of the Treasury. 

The TRE\SC'HEH: If we had a surplus of 
£154,000 why should we juggle with £42,000? 

Mr. KERR: He would deal with that 
matter before he sat Jown. An amount of 
£145,000. had bec~Cl utilised for the purpose 
of reducmg deficits, and that amount had 
not been authorised by Parliament and that 
the 'l'reas~1ry Department had exdeeded the 
authoneahon by a sum of something like 
£157,000. 

The TREASURER : You have been grossly 
misled. 

. Mr. KERH : He had not. That was noth
Ing rnore or less than a twisting of accounts. 
When they added the surplus of £9,000 to 
tho £145,000 that was not authorised bv 
l:'arli ament, and then deducted the £42 oob 
comn;itment that should have been paid' by 
the 'lreasury, they would see that the actual 
surplus should have been £112,000. Right 
vnoughout Queensland there was a great 
ccal of unemploy111cnt, and there were many 
followers of the Government out of work, 
eud rt would not have been good policy on 
t!te part of the Government to have a surplus 
at. that stage of £112,000. The accounts had 
no.r been stri::;tlj· kept on the well laid do~Yn 
pnnc1ples ot previous Governments. Tho 
amount of £1~5,000 had deen diverted to 
reduce the previous deficits, and other addi
t;onal amounts had been unauthorised which 
should. not have· been utilised unless authority 
v;as g1 ven by Parliament for such purpose. 
lhe matter came before t,he Executive Conn
ed, but that wa;; not Parliament. Parliament 
must retain one of the few things left to 
Queensland to-day, and that is the financial 
l:ousmcss. They were being overridden by the 

[Jir. Kerr. 

Executive Council, and the ExecutiYe Council 
should not handle such matters as authorising 
expenditure ,in the various departments. He 
'"-a'_, accusing the Treasurer, because he was 
the man l'f"·ponsible for tho small surplus 
and for twisting the accounts. It had been 
clone by t.he department under his jurisdic
tic,n, and in a.ll probability under orders from 
the Executivu Council. 

Ten departments out of the twelve had over· 
stepped the authorisation by Parliament. 
The Treasur"r had got something like £20,000 
by a new tax called the State tax, noted in 
t.he " Golden Casket " accounts. Those funds 
v,ero being utiliecd to make the Government 
appear in a bctter position than they really 
\Yere. The rrreasul'Cl' was the responsible
person for getting money to meet thn com
mitments of the State. He had gone every
\Yhero to get the money. The Premier went 
to America and mis,ed. Then he went to 
London, >tnd failrcl to secure money there; 
but recently the Government had successfully 
fioated a " gamble" loan in America. Pro
vision had been made for an increase of 
£18,000 to meet the exchange. 

The THEASl:RER: No; £12,000. 

~Ir. KERR: He thought it would cost a 
good deal more before it was finished. 

The TREASURER: I don't think so. 

Mr. KERR: There was very little money, 
if any, for Queensland in England. They 
had to pay England. o.-er £2,000,000, and 
tht'y woul,d have to transfer the money raised 
in America to meet thjr commitments in 
Englahcl. 

Tho TR~ASl'HER: You do not think we are 
going to h~aye it in America Y 

Mr. KERR; i\o; the Treasurer would 
not leave it there for two minutes. That 
increase of £12,000 was not going to meet 
the commitments of the Government in Eng
land to-day: The money would be brought 
from ~\morica to Queensland, and would be 
again transmitted to England, which would 
entail the cost of double exchange. The 
Go,·ernment were responsible for the depart
ing from the long-ectablished principle in 
regard to the State finances, and the Trea
surer was entirely rf',ponsible. The Trust 
Funds of the Stat0 were being utilised for 
various purposes . 

The TREASURER : Which Trust Funds? 

Mr. KERR: The various funds have been 
amalgamated. He could quote a hundred 
different accounts from the Auditor-General's 
report, but he was going to Jeal with them 
en bloc. The money from the Trust Funds 
had been applied to purposes that they should 
not have been applied to. The Treasurer 
should S<'e that those Trust Funds were 
utilised for the progress of th'' country, such 
as the erection of workers' dwellings and 
for advances to settlers. The Governm•>nt 
shoul·d never have put £1,500,000 into State 
enterprises. The Treasurer should sec that 
the n1onev was not expended in the wrong 
a.-enue. "Thev could take lrvinebank--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman is not g·oing to discuss the 
details of expenditure from Loan or Trust 
Funds. He may do that on the respective 
votes. 

Mr. KERR: He was not dealing with 
details, but, more or less, with the principle 
on which those funds were utilised. He 
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kr;ew that adjuetments were made by pre
vious Treasurers, but never to the extent 
that adjustments wore required to-day. One 

of the planks of the Opposition 
[8 p.m.] was sound finance; but that 

policy had not boon carried out 
Gy the present Government. 

HoN. W. H. BAR;\iES (Bulimba): The 
Treasurer had replied to the hon. member 
who had just resumed his scat, particularly 
'vit.h regard to exchanges} by putting him off 
with a "a ve of the hand, and leading him 
to think that, probably, the extra amount of 
some £12,000 of the £50,000 for "Commis
sion, Exchange, &c.," provided in the Esti
lnates vvas for the ne·w loan. 

The TREASURER: Not necessarily. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He would like the 
Treasurer to let them know what the expenses 
were on the last occasion in connection with 
this particular vote. They had a right to 
know what amount was spent. He noticed 
that £38.000 was provided last year. 

The TRE.\SURER: vV e spent £400 more than 
that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was obliged to 
the hon. gentleman, who said that £38,400 
was provided for the year ending 30th June 
last. vVhy was there such a big increase as 
£12,000 provided for this year? What 
arrangerncnts were made in connection w1th 
the flotation of the loan which, for the 
moment, was suspended so far as flotation 
in Queensland was concerned? \V ere any 
>pecial arrargements made in that regard? 
H was thought. judging by the Government 
Loan Bill which was introduced recently, 
that they would have to go immediately on 
the local market. 

The TREASURER: You will find no statement 
of mine which will lead you to think that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle
man was an adept at side-tracking. vVhat 
"as the reason for hurrying through that 
Bill? The hon. gentleman knew that it was 
necps:,ary for the Govcrnn1ent to raise n1oncy. 

The THEAS1:RER: Kat immediately. 

HoN. W. H. BARKES: So far "' he could 
see, the Government put their hand on pretty 
well everything that was available. The 
hon. gentleman had almost a mania for 
trying to get his hands on money. (Laugh
ter.) They knew that several things had 
happened. 

The TREASURER: One thing that happened 
when you were Trea,.urer was that the people 
fired you out. 

Ho;,. W. H. BARNES: This Government 
had done two or three things which ha,d been 
noticeable to everybody. One was th:1t t.hcy 
had taxed the people until they could.s-,<trcely 
tax them any more; the people could not 
bear any further burden. The Cvmmittee 
wanted to know, if £50.000 was the amount 
expected to be necessary for exchanges before 
the Kew Yc,rk loan was floated, what w"s 
}ikely to be the amount charged thi' ~,e,tr '! 

The TREASURER: I am not a clairvoyan'; 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : No. and he Know 
the hon. gentleman was not a good Treasnrrlr 
There were facts in connection with the Esti
mates which showed that, so far as the 
Treasury was concerned, there had beer., end 
th~re vvas continuing to Le, wilful pol iti,>tl 
n11~n1anagen1ent. 

The TREASURER: No. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The fact remained 
that they had found the conduct of the 
Treasury unsatisfactory~·not by the officers 
of the department, because anyone would 
know that thev would try to direct the 
Treasurer rightly-a very difficult task. 
(Laughter.) The people realised the position 
they were in to-day. Finance was the crux 
of the position in Queensland to-day. The 
hon. e;entleman must realise that ufon the 
Treas;,rer really rested a great doa of the 
" deflation" that had taken place. He had 
said, " I cannot find the money to continue 
the extra\ agance, and the departments must 
cut down." vVhat he (1'lt. Barnes) objected 
to was that in the midst of the financial diffi
culties the Treasurer had not attempted to 
grip the big problems which faced Queens
land. The hon. gentleman had a right to 
give them every detail in connection with 
various matters. 

There were harbour board matters, for 
instance, to which he could perhaps refer in 
a general wav. He urged the Treasurer to 
look seriously" at the finances of Queensland, 
and to realise that, while he was making 
provision for certain expenditure, the pinch 
was upon the people to whom he had a, duty 
in that regard. 

He would like the Treasurer to tell the 
Committee whether he knew anyone with the 
surname of Griffith, who was in one of the 
departments in the far North, and if that 
rerson had received notice of dismissal. 

The TREASURER: That can hardly be dis
cussed on this vote. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It was a matter 
which concerned the Treasurer, and, whether 
the information was given on that vote or on 
the sugar mills vote, the matter would come 
up. If the IJOlicy of .-ictimisation was going 
to be brought into the Treasury, it was a 
dangerous thing. The hon. gentleman bluntly 
said that he had dismissed a, man because 
he had the courage of his convictions outside. 
The man had said certain things which every
one knew, judging by his actions, were truo; 
and vet what did the Trc;asurer do? The 
hon. "gentleman had had in the forefront of 
hjs banner all along,. "No .vi,,tirnisation"; 
yet the very first time that somebody dared 
to offend the Serene Highness who presided 
oyer the T-reasury, his namo had been 
marked. 

J\1r. BRE>!NAN: You cannot have insub
ordination. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It was an extra
ordinary thing that, when a man had views 
which ran counter to the hon. gentleman, he 
received a letter from the department. The 
hon. member for Bowen had taken the matter 
up. 'I'elep;rams had come from the North, 
and t.he chairman of the shire council said 
that this man was an excellent servant and 
was doing his work well. 

The TREASURER : The chairman of the shire 
council is not in the Treasury Department. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was a citizen, 
and was fearl~c:s in his attitude. The Trea
surer forgot the plank of " No victimif,ation," 
which was in his party's platform, and acted 
against that principle. He asked the Trea
surer to explain why this man had been 
dismissed in such a curt way, although h s 
character was good. 

The TREASURER (Hon .. J. Fihclly, Pad· 
dinglon): He desired to reply to the cam· 
ments of hon. members opposite. The leaier 

Hon. I A Pihrll:• 
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of the Nationalist party referred last year 
to the administration of weights and mea
sures, and he had then informed the hon. 
gentleman that that work , was divided 
between the Treasury and the local authori
ties. The local authorities had certain 
powers delegated to them, and char~ed the 
nccesiary fees. 

The hon. member for Enoggera devoted 
himself to what might be called " high 
finance," or "frenzied finance." One could 
not exaggerate the importance of finance in 
so far as it related to the Government, but 
he was afraid that a young member--

Hon. "YV. H. BARNES: He is doing yer:y· 
well. If other hon. members followed his 
gxample and studied as he does, they would 
soon Inake their 1nark. 

The TREASURER : The statement of the 
hon. mmnber for Bulimba, who was a Trea
surer at ono time, dissipated the suggestion 
that there might be any jealousy towards the 
hon. member for Enoggera in regard to 
financial matters. (Laughter.) The hon. 
member for Enoggera referred to the sum 
of £145,000, and by some mysterious wave 
of a magic wand deduced the conclusion 
that the Government had a surplus of 
£ll2.000. The surplus was £154,000, of 
which £145,000 was devoted to the liquida
tion of past deficits. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Deficits of the Labour 
party. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
would look in the newspapers, he would 
find that the Government were endeavouring 
to renew £700,000 of Treasury bills which 
represented the deficits of Governments of 
hon. members opposite. The hon. member 
for Bulimba brought up two matters. One 
was that the vote for commission and ex
change had risen from £38,000 to £50,000. 
They had ,,,pent £38,400 last year and 
expected to spend £50,000 this year. The:v 
were paying now an interest bill in London 
of over £3,000,000. The £1,000,000 floated 
at the Bank of E,ngland last year, which 
was not taken altogether, represented at 
least £60,000 extra in interest at 6 per cent., 
or £50,000 extra at 5 per cent. They had to 
pay commission, exchange, and the like, and 
it mounted up. To use the phr,ase of the 
hon. member for Enoggera, they could not 
juggle with that account. 

The hon. member for Bulimba had raised 
the question of a gentleman who had recently 
been dismissed from the Proserpine sugar 
milL He could not discuss the matter at 
that stage, but he would give the hon. 
gentleman full information with regard to 
j·he dismissal and the opportunity of perusing 
the papers which had his minute upon them. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: I have all the parti
culars. They do not reflect credit upon you. 

The GI'REASURER: The only member 
who had approached him in that matter was 
the hon. member for Oxley. He said to 
that hon. member, "Ta.ke the papers and 
look at them; I have put my own minutes 
upon them." He had dealt with that officer 
in the only way in which an insubordinate 
officer could be dealt with. Thev could not 
conduct the affairs of the department if thev 
were going to allow gross insubordination. 

Mr. ELPHTNSTONE: Was there any insub
ordination during his working hours? 

The TREASURER: That was immaterial. 
(Ironical Opposition laughter.) At that stage 
he merely protested against any suggestion 

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly. 

that he was endeavouring to evade a discus
sion. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : He had the highest 
recommendations. 

The TREASURER: He certainly would 
not get an:v recommendation from him·. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulirnba): No 
information had yet been given as to when 
the Treasurer anticipated placing on the 
market the loan authority to raise which 
had recently been granted by Parliament. 
There seemed to be some very grave doubt 
as to what was going to be the net amount 
cf the loan floated in Xew York. No doubt, 
it would assist to pay the amount which the 
hon. gentleman not only had to borrow from 
the Bank of England, but which he had to 
get renewed. The hon. gentleman knew that 
the Agent-General at the end of December 
last had to sho" that there was practically 
no money in the till in London. "\V as the 
hon. gentleman going to the old country to 
make his peace? vVas he going to make 
some effort to re-establish the good name of 
Queensland in the old country? 

Mr. BRENNA:-;r: Re-establish the old link. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 

for Toowoomba would do certain things 
willingly. 

The CHAIRMAX : I hope the hon. gentle
man will discuss the Estimates. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was endea
vouring to do it, but other hon. members 
were sidetracking him. In the interc•.ts of 
the State, they had a right to know w,lwn 
the Treasurer was likely to place a portion 
or the whole of that loan upon this or any 
other market. The Bill did not impose any 
restriction on the hon. gentleman. and, jf 
he wanted to add .millions to Queensland's 
debt, he could do it. He need scarcely point 
out that this Go;-ernment had put on the 
communitv burdens which had never been 
pnt on them in anything like the same 
proportion previously. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington): Scme confusion existed in the 
mind of the hon. member for Bulimba. 
The Loan Bill passed a fortnight ago had 
nothing whatever to do with the loan in 
America or any other loan for a specific 
amount. It was an authorising measure. The 
Government had ample authoritv to float a 
loan to the extent of over £3,000,000. The 
only other question the hon. gentleman 
required an~wering was whether the GO\·ern
Jnent -.,;-ere going to float a local lonn. 1:'h0v 
would, first of all. endeavour to negotiate 
the extension or conversion of the £700 000 
deficiL bequeathed to them bv the Opposi
tion. whose deficits falling due next year 
amounted to £1,124.000. FortunatelY for the 
( ~ovcrn1nent, in the amalgamation of the 
State and Commonwealth Savings Bank, 
£400,000 Treasurv bills had been retained 
in the Bank. Th"ey had renewed that at 4~ 
per cent. for twenty :vear,>-an excellent bar
gain, he thought-. The other £7f0.000 they 
\Yould endeavour to float as soon as possible. 
Adv rtisemcnts were appearing in the Press 
now explaining that transaction. Following 
that he thought they could see their way 
prett-y clearly for some time. They were now 
down to an averag·e loan expenditure of 
£2,500,000 a year. 

Mr. EnwARDS: Are you going to lend 
any to the local authorities? 

The TREASURER: At the present time 
it was far better to inyest in connection with 
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the devf'lornncntal work of local authorities 
than to spend money in bnilding railv. a vs. 
A~ a suitable time the House would be 
informed if it were proposed to float any 
further loan in London, in Australia, or i!l 
America. 

Mr. SrzER: Will the House be sitting? 
The THK\SURER: He was a Treasurer, 

not a see""t. 
Mr. FRY (Ilurilpa): He wanted to draw 

ti1c a~tPntion of the Treasurer to the fact that 
thr~ hon. gPntlerrlan ,yas administering the 
affairo of the Treasurv for l'arlianwnt and 
not for <t· party. On 'ftnancia] Inntters tho:T 
should be well informer!, and there should be 
~o hc~itatlon in giving ,hon. me1nbe:!-'S the 
fullest information. H.-, hoped the Treastw r 
would be more inclined to stick to the dollarB 
than ho ht•l done to the notes. The notes had 
vani"''hcrl. very quickly, bcrau:-;e they vvcrc 
f'omrnon cnrrenry. lie noticed the Treasurer 
ha.d said thn Government had reduced their 
deficit of 1916-17 by i suing Treasury bills. 
Thut not a reduction. It was passing it 
·on to futuro Pnd f ~ddlinp: posterity ·with 
the burden. It made the Government look 
.all rirht; but it ,was bad business for 
th~~ counh'y. The Oppo;itim1 n1crnbcrs w.ere 
concerned ·with the advanccn1ent of the 
~cnntrv. The Government should liYe within 
thoir lncoine, and do everything possible to 
see that every pound or dollar earned its full 
value. If the Treasurer did that, it would 
not be "~~ quc~'tion of living from loan to loan, 
·or from roc0ss to rece·s, but of living from 
yrar to yc.g.r, and developing the country so 
that it would be wealth-prt·ducing. and their 
n vcnne would be equal to their ex;1enditure. 
The~· would be "ble to reduce the amount of 
taxation ·which it \V neu~ssary to i1npose on 
the ponntTy, and gi- c industry a rhance. l)p 
to t1L· prcs..:•nt ti1nc the hand~ of the Govern
ment had bf n ur30n the throat of industry, 
:and CVCl',Y tin1c rnoro money ''as rf'quircd 
the grip tig·htened. To-day industry wa~ 
a1most stranp-l.>d. Let the TreaPurer rnakc a 
nnniO for hin.::·elf by studying economy. 

Question ::;ut and pa ,c•d. 

ANALYST. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington) moved-

" That £8,139 be granted for 
'Analy,.t, 7 

'' 

py a suutiny of the Estimates, hon. members 
would find the staff had been reduced bv 
one, and that t.he YOte represented an 
increase of £179 ovor that of last year, \v·hich 
.covered merely automatic incrca.q~s to differ
cue members of the staff_ 

Question put and pas-- d. 

HARBO"GR' I ASTJ RI\'ERS. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddi,,yton) moved-

" That £4,005 be granted for ' Har-
bours and Rivers.'" 

This vote, in the main, "as for the Dry Dock. 
They 1vcrc asking for £109 nJOre than was 
voted last year. The 6taff h~ ci been reduced 
h.v one. Speaking from n1cmory, he thought 
they were doing with ono w .,tchman l0·s. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiir,ni): He >vould like to 
urge upon the Tn a surer the benefit which 
would acorue to Brisb<lne if they .had a larger 
dock. 

The TREAScRER : You know that is not 
practical politico just now. 

1921-5 E 

YJ:r. SW A YNE: Ho did not re' ognise that 
at all. Hundreds of thousands of pounds had 
been spent on ot.hlT enterprises, not ono of 

which h~td doue so much good as 
[8.30 p.m.] a larger dock would have done. 

Only the other d.c.y a rcpr<> .·nta
tive of a large shippin~:; firrr1, with engineer
ing works here. sa id t.hat something like 
£30,000 or £40.000 of work went Soutl1 every 
:vr Lr b?cause of the lack of a larger dock in 
Bri~bane. I-Ic knew how generally it was 
deplored that there was so little work in the 
trade here, and that there was not room for 
their young people to learn it. That would 
be ktre·ely sot right if they had a larger dock. 
'Ihc Government had latch· been successful 
in floating a loan, and :ho truGted that, 
imtead of putting the money into Sta tc enter
pri:;,~.,~ n1o"~t of which hn·d rc;snltcd in losses, 
and not one of which had made wmk for 
anrthcr in~._liYidual--

Tho CHAIRMA)J: Order ! The bon. mem
ber \viJl not be in order in discussing the 
State cntorpri·cs on the. Harbours and Hivers 
vote. 

Mr. SWAYNE: He was simply pointing 
out that the money sp.cnt in that way would 
bo far better spent on another clock, and also 
assist. to cope with the unemployment prob
lem. Ho thought they had fom docks in 
S0 Jney, each 600 feet long, and the result was 
that a large amount of work went to Sydney 
that might bo kept here. 

Question put and passed. 

LAND AND J!';CmiE 'rAX. 

The TRE\SVHJ<;R. (Hon. J. I-I. Fihelly, 
Pwld'nrJt.m) moved-

" That £51.915 be gr~nted fOi' ' Land 
and Incon1e rr-tix.' " 

It \Yas purely a clerical Yo 1·e. There -.,yw en 
increase of nine officers and about £5,000 m 
the total vote. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubign!l): IIc would like to 
know what the Treasurer intended to do 
about the proposal to average the incomes of 
prin1ar::y producers over a period? 

The TREASURER: I shall table that· Bill this 
\vcek or early DE."xt \ov-eek. 

:Ylr. MOOHE: H·e \':as wondering what 
cfieet that Bill v. as going to h<tYe on the 
income tax receipts. Ho imagined the receipts 
had already been reduced very considerably. 

The TREASL:RER: \Ve allowed for that. 
::Vlr. MOORE: They had not allowed for 

the general reduct.ion that must take place 
O"":ing to the ":u1np in the pricL of cattle and 
stoc~r- generally . 

The TREASURER: So far the receipts are 
above the anticipations. 

J\h. MOORE: That might be so, but they 
had not yet felt· the effects of the slump. 
\Yha.t had beC'n coming- in ha cl be on coming
in for l a.>t voar. \V.hen thf' inc{;me t :.x 
forms -..vero s8nt out it ·wnR not made cl eo r 
that a H1rtll cngap;ed in dair~.7 ing or agricnl
h.tl'C conld deduct thP an1onnt of his land 
lnx from hi3 income tax. That, he thou .. ht. 
lnd been proved conclnsivd· by the report 
of the Commissioner, \rhich showc-d that only 
£2,610 had l>cen allnwccl under t!lit head. 
Farl the farmers knov:n that thev were 
allowed to deduct their la.nd tax, it would 
have made a g-reat deal of difference. They 
onlv showed it as a deduction from income, 
v. h1ch was a very different thing. 

The TREASt:RER: \Ve have not found one 
who has not deducted it. 

J[;-. M oore. J 
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Mr. MOORE: He had found five members 
in that Chamber who had failed to deduct it·. 
'They had put it in as a deduction from 
income instead of dcdnctin.,- it from income 
tax. The same subterfuge ·"·as adopted Jec·t 
\'ear, and the Con1missioncr '-VfLS collecting 
tax which he had no right to collect merely 
bcc1me the people did not know what they 
had a right to deduct. The income tax form 
was too intricate for them to make out. 'They 
were always boing t.old that the farmers paid 
a v·rry •_.n1all amount; but, when they came 
to look into the question, they would find 
th.,t in l"nd and income tax thr·y were pa.v· 
ing a very considerable amount. 'The amount 
of rcn1issions also was very small, and there 
1vas ahYavs difficulty in securing ron1is:.Jions. 
A man might make out a perfectly clear 
cas·e, and yet it took months and months cv~n 
to get a reply. He knew of some cases m 
which they had not got any reply at all. 

The TRE.\SURER: Perhaps they did not put 
in a return. 

~\l1·. ::VlOORE: 'They put in ret-urns. 'The 
Commissioner was very careful about that. 
A large nurnber a.I ·,~o "\Ycro paying· tax at the 
rate for undeveloped lands, becam,o they did 
nut undorst,md that, if thoy had a paddock 
on which they were running stock, they 
c·mld put. down their value as improvements 
for the purpoe of d0termining whether the 
laud v. ,· ; undeveloped or not. 

Tlie TEE ,_:::JDRTR: I \Yill a-.:cept any sound 
suggcstior __ , you_ rnak . 

1\Ir. MOORE: The 'Treasuru accepted 
them, but that w·as the last they heard of 
them. In the Commi,sioncr's report they 
would find that the taxable income of dairy 
fanners, '"~ha \vere supposed to have made 
huge profits during the last couple of years, 
stopped ,hart at £l,G;'O-not ono of them 
went o\· ~.' that• an1ount-\"vherea" almost all 
tho other classes of taxpayer,. went on beyond 
it. Ho wns satisfied that prices had fallen to 
such an extent that farmers were going to be 
very hard put t.o it this year to pay their 
tax. Prices of cr·eam and milk had fallen 
to pre-\var levels. (Governmellt diosent.) In 
Queensland t;1e price of milk for clJeese 
v.~as 4~d. per gallDn. '"hi eh it Y>"as in 19:L l, 
although he admitted that the price of chee·
was higher to-day than it was then. Still, 
tho pric~"-' of material and the cost of pro
duclloil were higher. 

The 'TREASURER: As a matter of fact, butter 
is d<'arcr to-day hero than it is in Victoria. 

Mr. MOORE: Butt'r was going down here 
e1.rry C:ay. A largo number of farmers would 
haYe to pay income tax \Yhen they would not · 
have the wherewithal to pay it. 

T1H' 'l'REAst;nER: They 'Yill be very gcner
ouslv dealt with. 

M"r. MOORE: 'They had heard all that 
mrt of thing about the land tax, but look 
at the amount of the remissions ! Ho was 
doubtful, because he had found that so many 
promises had not been kept. 'They were told 
that the land tax was going to fall on the 
o\vnurs of large cit,y properti- s. The amou11t· 
of land tax collected on town and city lands 
was £207,131, whereas the tax collected on 
country lands was £252,317, and, when th<e_v 
recognised that only 8 per cent. of the land 
in Queensland had been alienated and was 
liable to pay tax, they would realise what a 
burdpn it was to the rnnn on the ]and. Thev 
had also to realise that the heaviness of the 
tax on large estates had depreciated the 
value of the land to such an ext-ent that the 

[.Mr. Moore. 

value of the adjoining land vas depreciated 
ton-it "'" not so much the amount of monev 
the owners of that adjoining land had to 
pay as the depreciation of it valu·o that· 
bnrdencd them. 

1\fr. PEASE: Do you ever read the advertise· 
mcnts of 'Ctles of farms? 

Mr. MOORE: He did, and he could show 
the hon. member land on the \Veskrn line 
v. ithin 150 miles of Brisbane which was 
cheaper to-day than the price paid for it 
th ll'by or forty years ago. 

The TREASCRER: Have vou read an account 
of tho sales at Kenib,\~rth? · 

),Jr. ~IOOR.E : I-Ie did not knoYv \vhcre 
the place was. They r·onld buy land cheaper 
on the Downe alongside th~ raihc . .1y than it 
conld be bought for before the rnih rev was 
l'vilt. \Vhr:n the raih~ av \Yas built th8 land 
:-':as bo~1ght for £1 lQ, ... _' per acre, and now 
1 t could be bought for £1 5s. owing to the 
t<:n n.hDn of the present GovBrnrnont. 

The TREASL'RER: Take a pla.ce like \Vidgee 
S('rub-that w~,s sold for 2s. 6d. per ,tcre 
and bought back at £2 per acre. 

:\fr. MOOBE: He 'Yas not dealing with 
sc11~b Ltnd; he wa.s dcn,ling with ordinary 
e.gncultural land. 

The HOlliE SECRETARY: W.ho oughc to pa;. 
the tax? 

J\fr. 'HOORE : The taxes should not be 
collected to the extent they were being col
kcted h-day. An amount of £2,460,000 had 
been collected bv this Government in six 
vears in taxc,~ tl1at had not br:2n collected 
n .. any previous Govcrn1nent. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: A poll tax 'I as 
stopped out of tho n1en's pa\ before this 
Government came in. ~ 

1\Ir. 1IOQR,E: I-Ic was not ta1king about 
t poll tax. Every 1vorkin~~ rnan in Qneens
Jn u-cl had to pay a poll t?,x if he wanted to 
\' ork. J-' L 1d to p.ty a ~1oll tax to join a 
nr:wn. Over £11,000.000 had been collected 
in land nnd inr.Jn1o tax sinr".~ this Govern
Incnt cn11c )nto po\ver. 

The Hmm SEOTtET.IRY: In the bi ~ cities. 

1\f r. :\lOO RE: The hen. gentleman shoulrl 
look a.t the land tax tabl:>s to 8ee vrhether 
the. big citil•c, Ol' tht countr,7 people -::vere 
[l::lylllg the land tax. The hx deri vcd from 
city rrnd tov. n lands was £207,000, \vhrrcas 
tbc t tx deriYed from countrv lands was 
£252,317. . 

The 'TREASL'RER: The country to·.vns and 
rC~untr: areas 

.Hr. J\JOORE: It was purely country land. 
Hon. members opposite wore alwa.v:: t,,Jking 
r',bout the cit; man paying the land bx. 
Ho d1d not. 

:Mr. BEBBJNGTON: Does not the pwducer 
pay the Btorckecper's ta.x? 

~.h. Tv100RE: The enormous ammnt of 
£2,410.000 was derived last year in income 
tax from the small population of 750,000. 

'The TR;'\Sl:RER: The wor;;ing man IS 

protected though. 

~,Ir. MOORE : Why did the Treasurer go 
btck on his own statement that it was the 
working man who sufierod and t.ho producer 
who paid'! 'The worh'r had sufiered because 
of the amount of taxation that was dragged 
out of his pocket by the Government. 'The 
people did not belieYo the Treasurer's state. 
lPent at the time he made it, but they could 
sec that it was correct to·day. 
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The TREASur:::n. : You cannot ronyinro a 
p0r:::on 'vho pays incorne tax that he does not 
l"ay it. 

.Mr. MOORE: Sun+· the hon. gentleman 
chct not suppose that the big- business houses 
11aid their Dwn incon10 t;:~x ·: Tho l)eonlo 
~,d1o bought tl1e goods had to lXi v it.~ J:ae 
prir:nar~~ prochu:cr had to pay tt, 
they rould nm add the, tax to thr~ price 
tl1cir produce. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: \Vhy is butter clearer 
In Qucene.land, ''rhich is a.n· exportino- State 
tLnn jn ·v·ictoria, -;-rhich i'3 an in~porting 
State? 

J\Ir. MOORE: He did not know tlwt it 
'vas. 

Hr. CoRSER : Victoria is not a butter
importing State at the prc'-cnt tiLle. 

~~rr. Moon:r::: Only about 5 rer ce•1t. oi 
the butt,•r prc inced in Queensland was sold 
locally. AccorPing to that morning's paper: 

record number o£ boxes for this tim•' of 
vear had boon put in the cold ,tor· for 

grading. ..._\ll thm,{_·l ""'n1atters count\-~J \vhcn 
it ,came to the development of the land. It 
w,,s a bad thing for Qnecmlanrl when that 
nmount of taxation had to be taken fro:11 the 
development of the land. The GoYornment 
wore beginning to rc-~ogniee th,, destitution 
aul dicere,·: tha.t wa.s brought about by their 
onorrr1ons taxahon. I~Ion. 1nen1berSJ orJpcsi.tc 
had spoken about the unequal di-tribution of 
wen h~1: but it \Ya3 no'~ t;1e uncqnal distri:Ju
tion of weclth, but tho unequal use of the 
mo~ey,. that .m~ttored. One n1an p11t lds 
brams mto hrs JOb and another would no'. 
and the result was that the man who worked 
eot moro rr,onc", 'than the other man. 

Mr. BRENNAN interjected. 
The TRE'.SURER: You will ao-ree with the 

hon. member for Toowooml:-a. that he· o:r0"; 
the best y, heat on the Dov ns last reaso{i. 

The CHAIRMA~: Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman wrl! pa7 less attention to 
the interjections and m~re attention to the 
vote under discussion. 

Mr. J\!IOORE: It was a verv serious 
matter, and as they might be cl~sing the 
sc""~1on ut any tune thev \Yould be still in 
th• s:tme unfortunate position th 't the"' had 
bh n 111 1vcar~ past-of paying heavy tax in 
on0 [~OOft sca8on out of four. There \Vas the 
UI~fortunatc P.osition of the wheatgrOW8l'S 
who ha,d no wheat one. yc<1r and had to pay 
a double doee of taxatroCJ the '" xt ear. It 
y, a~ u·,Ifortunato that the~0 people should 
!.a ve to ,11ay a double tax, ar_rd it should bo 
avcragC<l over a nurn1lcr of ve<:ll''"· Thev 
\;antcd a Bill brought in but he wa.s afrai~l 
it "as not going to be, bl'Ouf;ht in when he 
sa.w the cstirnate put clo\vn for in:·>)iTIO tax 
f0r the year. He was sure the Trt: iSUrCl' 
\Va-:. going to bo a long 'W:-,_:7 ont in his e5ti
rilate if that Bill \Vas taken into consideration. 

'The·. TUI;ASUUER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Parld,nuton) : He .hoped they were not going 
to have any ,c:;Bnous drss(,rtation on taxa
tion on that vote. An opportunitv had 
been given on the Finrtncial Statemcllt and 
the Address in Reply. At tho end of the 
:veck, or some time next week, he wou!J 
Introduce an amending taxation moasure 
t~ ?ea!. with the averaging or carrying over 
o, .ho rncomes of those engaged in agricul
tural and dairying pursuits, when hon. mem
bers y,-ould have an a1npJc onnort.unitv of 
debating the merits or demerit~· of the taxa
tion system. The hon. member for Aubigny 
was dubious about the amount the Govern
ment would get from taxation that year. So 

far their forecast was proving pretty 
accurate, and thev were getting in all the 
revenue they had 'to get in, though it would 
not be as much as last year. Hon. members 
could rest assured that what there was they 
would hr:vo. The matter of repudiation so 
dear to the hon. member for Kennedy could 
not be dealt ,,~ith on this vote. That was 
gone and done with. 

Mr. Jol':ER: I am not done with it, and 
there are a lot more besides me. 

Tho THE A SURER: It ' as quite hopeless 
atternptin~ to dc:'l any further vdth the vote. 
The long- sitting d~ty had rather upset the 
equanimity of hon. members opposit,~-. 

Mr. CORSL:R (R:1rn, U): If there was one 
department that the Government he cl built 
np, it was the Taxation Department. The 
Pi·omicr had stated that the State and the 
C,Jmn1onwcaith v.,;oulrt get the two Taxation 
Departcnenb under ono roof. so that the 
two sets of taxes would be collected by the 
one set of machinery. He understood that 

ltle conditions for tho arnalg.11na.tion 
of Commonwealth and SL te Taxation 
Dcr_:,1rtn1cnt:3 had Leen dravYn up and 
adopted b7 some of the Sbttcs. It would 
be- a good thing-looked at from th,, view
point of c('onon1y-to a.tnalgarnate the two 
dep&rtm8nts, because it ' ould onabio the 
Governn1ent to :<tvo n1oney ,,~,hich mig,ht bo 
used to provide emvloyment in other 
a""~:enuc~. It would al6o enable them to 
rr d11c0 taxation somo';vhat. r_rhe Countrv 
party \vere anxious to secure the avorau·in;,._ 
of taxat-ion over <':.. certain period, pa.rfie; 
larly jn the stock and dairyin·J industries. 
Th" TreaBurer stated that tlle Dill was 
likely t'J bo ir::trodnccd very early, bt'', now 
notice had been given of a motion of w:1nt 
,_;i confidcn<"'': in tho GoYcrnrj_J'nt the Op;,osi
tion \Vould probably have an opportuni(r of 
bringing it for ard thcrnselves. 

The Shte had ~c'tainl:- built up this 
dcpartm,,nt. In 1914, when tho Government 
carnc i1~to office, tllere \VHS not one 'lCHllY of 
i nd tax collected in this Shte-ihat 'was 
the preserye of the local authorities. 

[9 p.m.] 
The TREAS1:RER: Do you know why there 

was no land taxation? 
Mr. C'ORSER: Because past Governments 

\Yero al ~va.) .:i anxious to balance th~, ledger, 
and -how a reasona.ble surpius, without tax
mg the people whom they should be encour
aging instc;,d of taxing off the land-that 
v. aR, the m.an \t ho owned a bit of freehold. 

JJir. PEASE: \Youl-d you irnpo::e a poll tax? 

:Yir. COHSER: Th(' Labour part,;, i1nvosed 
a poll tax on every n1an vd1o joined 
a uni·m. ·when a past GoYernrnc'Jt i1 flicted 
a po11 tax in a l ~:td year a 1vng tirne 
age thcro -was a gr'-~at protest, because a 
"'.et ;en o; tlw people who \Yen~ not con
tributing taxation were called upon to pay 
10s. ; but the real reason for hon. member, 
oppocite objecting to it was because they 
1vanted the right reserved to themsrlves to 
place a tax on anyone before he could obbin 
employment. No man could obtain an indus
trial job without paying that poll tax. That 
\Vent tow:trds organising for Labour purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member knoe~ s that that has nothing to do 
with '-he vote. 

Mr. CORSER: He woqld not refer to it 
any further. (Laughter.) They found that 
the income tax for 1915-16 was only £766,559. 
Previous to this Government coming into 

Mr. rorser.J 
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oflice £600,000 was sufficient income tax to 
get from the taxpayers; but to-day they had 
established a record for increasing taxation. 
Instead of £600,000 being collected for income 
tax, they were now collecting £2,410,171 per 
annum. Thcv would not mind if that income 
tax went tow~ards making the inveshnents or 
the bu;inesses of the State prosperous; but 
they found that £1,750,000 of it went towards 
making right the bad management of the 
r,lihva_ys. 

At 9.5 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (Brernu), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. CORS'ER: They protested against the 
land tax, because they thought that the right 
of land taxation should be preserved for loc~l 
authorities. There was a Federal land tax 
on £5,000 worth of land and over, which, in 
many instances, was a very just tax. They 
should not impose a State land tax when 
they had such vast unalienated areas of land. 
\Yhy shol!ld they call upon the pioneers who 
took up land in the earlier days to pay land 
tax? 

The SECRETARV FOR AGRICULTURE: Pioneers 
in Queen street ! 

Mr. COHSER: That wa" thA old kerosene
case piffle that they heard at election times. 
The land tax was part of the Government's 
policy of de·, tru' lion of freeholds. They were 
not going to confiscate frecholds, although 
that was rt•ally their policy; but they were 
going to bring about confisc~tion by taxing 
people off the land-they did not want any
one to hold freehold. As soon as the Oppo
sition had an opportunity of getting into 
ofJice thev would deal fairlv with freehold 
landow-ncfs, and enable anYone to decido 
whdher they would have that bcttnr form 
of tenure in thc intor~'ts of the State. Ho 
sincerely hoped that the J\tinister was going 
to introducn, at the earliest possible date. 
a Bill to allow of the a vcraging of the 
income tax, more particularly with regard 
to rural industries. 

The TREASURER: I will do so this week or 
next ~~,,-eck. 

Mr. CORSER: As the Minister gave them 
that assurance, they would lot the vote go 
through. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): He thought 
that, if any of the 40,000 taxp.:tyers in Quccn;
land were to be prc .ent to-night and see the 
hilarity ' ith which the vote was being 
treate·d, thev wol)ld be somewhat disguoted 
and tlisap;;ointed. In discu.sing this vote. 
he wan~cd hon. membHs to understand that 
thev .vere r~C,,lly discussing a tax upon thrift 
which existed in Queensland. They could, if 
the' wiched, put their finger on one of the 
main reasons why Queensland was stagnat
in'l' at the present time; but, instead of that. 
thpy trcctcd the question with a levity and 
hilarity which was most unbecoming, and 
which did not help to re-establish that con
fidon('e \Vhich \Vas so 8:3:-<ential. !Io was not 
going to Anter into a discussion a.~ to the 
,, ffccL; of the incomn tax, because he did not 
think the Yote permitted of it, and the)' had 
the Treasurer's statement that the amend
metot of the Income Tax Act was to be intro
ducM before the session closed. 

There ''ore one or two matters in connec
tion with that vote on which he wanted infor
mation. In the first place, he would like 
to know from the Treasurer jnst when the 
effects of the super tax would disappear. It 

rMr. Gorser. 

was within the knowledge of the Committee 
that the supm· tax was imposed for the dura
tion of the war and a certain neriod there
after, and he \vould like to kn~w just when 
the time would arrive when thev would 
impose no further super tax, and i~o V\,.ould 
like information as to exactly what reyenue 
last year was derived from the super tax. I-Ie 
found that from ro1npanies, both foreign and 
local, the Government received something 
liko £130,000 in super tax, but, when he cam~ 
to look for the super tax which was collected 
from individuals, he could not find any table 
giving that information. He should a.ppre
f'iatf' it YCTV 111uch if the Treasurer 'tYou1d 
give that i11formation, bee a use they had to 
leak forward to the time when the super h1x 
was going to bo wiped QUt and when the 
revenue ::tt present derived from that source 
wonld disappear. 

He asked the Treasurer ,, 8me time during 
the pre.;cnt session whether the pastoral lease
holders had claimed any rebate on the amount 
,-hich they had paid in)ncome to.x by reason 
of the rdrocpective rents which hal been 
impo,ed on them. During the year endc·d 
30th J uno 1S~O, £16,201 was collected in 
rc.-pect of those retro,pcctinl rents, and for 
the year endod 30th J uno, 1921. £349,522 was 
collected bv the same mertns of extortion. 
It seemed ~inconceivable tlu~t the n~en who 
\Yore called upon to pay retrospective rents 
to such an enormous extent h•1d not made 
so1ne claim for a. rebate of inco1ne tax:. Tile 
'Treasurer had informed him in ans\\ er to 
his question that no such claim had been 
made. but possibly by now the hon. gentle
man had EOme different infor:nation on the 
subje·"t. All those rebates of income tax 
\.Yhich \Yero clai1ned were going to reduce 
vvhab:~Yr'r additional revenue the Go\·ernn1cnt 
\Yere deriying from the ir11position o£ the 
r<:trospectiye rents. 

.Another point on vvhich he 1.vanted inforrna~ 
tion vu" this: He had boon endeaTouring 
to asu~rtain the true position in regard to the 
State cattle stations, and to J!nd out just wlutt 
incon1e tax tbo State vyould ha Ye dcriYc l frotn 
the holders of those cattle sLttions if they had 
'J:ot been acquired by the State Govrr111nent. 
The State had a large circle of tLn -e sbtions 
now, and had replaced by Si.atc enterprises 
qujto a number of individuaL vvho •sere 
conducting those station~ priva.i'~1y, and there 
was no doubt the Incomr> Tax CDnnd1ssicner 
deriYed a ycry con,·idcrablc an1ount Df reY~ 
cnur b.v ta \·atlon fron1 tho··e p1·ivat0 ov;11ers. 
In order to arrive at a true COP1parison 
l"'etwc-:n tho eff-ects of Sta_tn 'lT!anagement as 
ag·aiE't private n1anagerr1cnt of tho:;c ~tations, 
it \Vould be vor:T interesting to kno\v ( xactly 
what re-vrnue the Inc0111e Tax Co1nrnissioncr 
derived fron1 tfioso Cltat1on o~,vnors for the 
thre~ ~ears prior to thc1r acquisition b~T the 
Stat0. The Trea-:;urer, in an~'vcr to a qn<:3· 
tion sm:no tirnA ago, ~t~ted that in abont c. 
fortni-. ht's ti1nP tho lnfor:r:1a.tion \Yonld be 
a\·ailabk, and he would ver,· ml eh like to 
h'lYe th:-,t information. Thcv \VCre in the 
lap of the gods so far as the clo·nre of 
the cession was concerned, and they hod tJ 
be thankful for small mcrci . Progress 
.,,·as forced on quite unmindful os to whet the 
ron1n1unit2.- required or \Yhat tho representa
tives of a majority Df the rwople sitting on 
that side of the Chamber asked foL They 
must be thankful for small mercies, and they 
looked forward to the time when respc "sible 
Government \Vould again bo introduced. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): Cer
tain statements were n1ade from the other 
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side of the Chamber from time to time in 
rf,l' ard to the tax paid in Queensland as 
compared with the amount paid in the other 
States, and he proposed to compare the 
taxation paid in Queensland in connection 
with land tax and income tax with the 
taxation paid in New South Walec, Victoria, 
and South ~\ustralia. Queensland at the 
pre'c<mt time paid a land tax equal to 12s. 5d. 
a head over a population of 750,000 pcop'e. 
That land tax was introduced in 1915. 
Before 1915, they paid no land tax at all. 
In New South Wales they paid ~d. per head 
oYer a population of 2,096,000; Victoria, 
over a population of 1,530,000 people, paid 
a land tax equal to 4s. 3d. per hucd; in 
South Australia, with a population of 494,867, 
they paid a land tax of 6,, 3d. per head, 

The TREASURER: \Vhy not say how much 
it amounts to per taxpayer? 

2\Ir. J, H. C. ROBERTS: II·· was giving 
the amount per' head for the whole of the 
people in the State. In regard to income 
tax in Queensland, they paid an amount 
equal to 63s. 10d. per head; in New South 
Wales they paid equal to 22s. 10d. per head; 
In Victoria they paid 12s. 1d, per head; and 
in South Australia the0• rwid 22··. per head. 
Yet their ,friends on the other side expected 
the primary producers of this State to pro
duce foodstuffs as cheaply as they could in 
the other States. It did not matter whether 
:c, man worked in the city or worked in the 
country, the fact remained that for {)very 
man they h:.d on the land and for everv 
\\Olllan and child in the State. they p.:iJ a 
lanJ tax in Queensland C<Jual to 12s. 5d. per 
head. The same thing applied in connl'ction 
with income tax. It wa·· ccll ven· well to 
ask, " \Vb· don't you specify the people 
who pay income tax ;·nd land tax?" It 
was the people as a 'Whole who paid the 
t ,xes. Ev-er~T man, wornan, and child on a 
farm "as called upon to pa v 63s. 10d. pN 
ho:1d in income tax, due to. the sympathy 
· hown to th' man on the land by the Trea
surer and othor hon. Ino:nbol's on the o~·her 
f,idc. l\1any hon. 111embe1 did not apprL•clate 
the fact that tho Country party had 
repeatedly aoked that income should be 
r.veraged over a period of five vcars in 
regard to income tax. He under t'Ood that 
the Treasurer had made a definih, statement 
that lw was going to take that· m··ttcr into 
consideration. 

The TREAS1:RER: I said rlcfinitelv that this 
\Yeek or en rly next week I will~ introduce 
a Bill. 

~Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. gcntlc
nwn was going down to l\Ielbourno yery 
shortly. \Vas he going to take the Biil down 
there with him? 

The TREASURER: I am going to tab]f' the 
Bill here. EYen if it is necessary to " gag" 
the Opposition, that Bill will be passed this 
session.· 

"1\:Ir. J. H. C. ROBER'l'S: He knew the 
Tn:'<tsurer '"cu;; capable of '' g·ag~·ing" any
body, and it was a pity he did not "gag" 
himself occasionally. (Laug'hter.) He was 
ver:v pleased to have tho hon. gentleman's 
assura.nce that he was going to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the average of incomes 
over a certain period. It '"as going to make 
a Ycrv yast difference whethcr the Treasurer 
was going back to 1918, 1919, and 1920, or 
was going to confine it only to 1920 and 1921. 

HB hope,d the Treasurer would coneider the 
incidence of the income tax in regard to the 
reserves of co-operative corn panics. ~H 'the 

present time they had many co-operative 
companies ''hich were unable to build up 
reserves o·,,, ing to the fact that they were 
called upon to pay very heavy income tax 
on the reserves they were carrying forward. 
No one would deny that the co·operative 
con1panics invariably uscJ their rcc:;orvcs for 
the very best purpose. Many of those corn· 
panics ,had gone into districts in which the 
Socrctarv for Public Lands was opening up 
lands, oi· had opened them during the last 
two or three vears. \Vithont going to the 
Government alld asking for assistance, they 
had !Started co-operative con1panies and given 
them the experienced management they had 
in their own co.operative companies. Only 
rPcently they had the ca'e of a ~ompany 
wrhich, unfortunately, showed a profit of £368 
at the end of the year. Perhaps some hon. 
gentlemen opposite would argue that co
otwmtive companies had no right to show a 
profit; but they had to show a profit at cer· 
bin times-they could not help themselves
and. when they showed a profit at the end 
of the financia.l year, the Income Tax Corn· 
rr,issioner had the power to impc.,e a tax which 
took away practically a fifth of the £368. 
Lot them imagine what it m{)ant to a weak 
ro-operative company to bf' called upon by 
the Commissioner to pay such a tax on every 
£1 they made in the shape of profits; 
although, in many instances, at the time 
theY were called upon to pay that t lX trhe 
proGt hwd already been ,distributed in the 
shape of bonus payments. It scmnc·i to be 
quite unfair and unrea,onable. That money 
was not hidden awav; it was inv<"ted for 
the furtherance of the co-operativr, move
rnont. It was to the co-opcratiY-e movement 
that their friends op]"losite >Yould have to 
look in the futuro in order to bring about 
the good feeling they hon'd to see brought 
r_bout bot\vcen tho producer and tlv• con
sumer. If the" could nroduce their foodstuffs 
at u rate a little less than it .r·as now, the 
Treasurer ought to assist ~JY giv)ng those 
co-operativcJ- c-nnpaniC's some further con
Gidoration in tho mnendi?1

0 
Bill he lH'OlJ(,;;P.cl 

to bring forward. 
=.\Ir. GLEDSON: You ar'-- t 1iking :~bout the 

Federal incorne tax. 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. mem

ber for Ipsy;-ich irn:< gined ·be knO"\".' every~ 
thing. That hon. Inu11 ber kncvv ver.v little 
about the tax the co~opl~rativc eo2npanies 
were called upon to P"Y· He (:VIr. Robcrts) 
alwa,,s understood that the justice of a law 
was judged by tho capabilit:, of the people to 
carry tlw burden imposed upon them.· Those 
who represented country and farn1ing con
::tituencit:~ knew verv \Yell the enormous 
burden that was crr~t 'upon the choulders of 
the small farmers by the incidence of the 
State land tax and income tax. Thev 1vcrc 
tolc1 thcv could deduct their income ta"x from 
their la'nd tax if the income tax YVas the 
,.maller amount; and if, on the other hand, 
th" income tax was larger than the land tax, 
they conld deduct the land tax. But that 
did not relieve the situation. 

The fall in the price of l<1nd should receive 
th"~ serious consideration of the Tronsurer. 
They could not send too ca11abl,e a man to 
revalue the lands at pre,ent prices. The 
general method was to take a land sale. 
If a man particnlarly wanted a certain piece 
of land. and paid £1 or £1 10s. an acre more 
for it than any other man in the district 
would give-and it was absolutely reasonable 
that he should, because it would suit him 
better t,han anyone else-the land tax asse"sor 

Mr. J. I!.. C. Roberts.J 
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invariably can1o along and said that tnan had 
bought this piece of land at, my, £4 an acre, 
and therefore the land in the district was 
worth £3 an acre nnimnroved. That was 
not a correct deduction. That was what they 
had to Gght against in the country districts. 
The Treasurer should a,k the Commissioner 
to give him a list of the refunds made during 
this fiuanoial year. Those refunds probably 
·,;ere decided upon in 11av or June of !act 
year; but, as the Trea~ urC.r wante,d to show 
a surplus, he said, "VVe ,,,ill uot pay these 
out tiil Julv." The result was that the 
refund·'· were' being made now. If the Trea· 
surer would obtain from the Commissioner a 
return ;;bowing the refunds made, he 
believed .he would be c·;tounded at what it 
contained. Pf'ople asked for refunds who 
WPrc absolutely unable to pay the land· tax. 
Consequently the land tax was unjust and 
uni air in its incidence, eo far as fanning 
laMls were concerned. The pcsition would 
be improved if the Treasurer would accept 
the reduction in their land value''· The 
Government would not do that; their ambi
tion was to keep up land value>. The Go
vernmcmt made them prove-in n1any cases 
an impossible task-that the land values had 
gone do\Yll. 

The TREASURER: How would you view, say 
a general valuation for Federal, State, at;d 
local authority affairs? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: lie did not see 
why he should be aeked that question. 

The TREA8URER: I value your advice upon 
things on which I have already made up my 
mind. 

Mr. J. H. G. ROBERTS: His advice to 
the Treasurer was to give it still furthPr 
consider ction, and see if he was not able to 
arrive at some satisfactory conclusion. The 
Treasurer was quite a•.,·ar'e of the fact that 
butter and cheese had shown a verv con· 
eidcrable fall in price. .\.s late as yesterday 
they lw.d " notifi<:ation in the PreP• t.hat 
wheat had receded to somewlfcre in the 
vicinity of 4e. 4d. per bushel in Adelaide. 
That was going to be a very serious matter 
to those farmers who had wheat. He 
appealed to the Treasurer to give them an 
averag·· of incomes over a period of at least 
five years. 

The TREASURER: ·wait for the second read· 
ing of t.he BilL 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He would do so. 
He had noticed that the following had been 
th~ revenue per head of population in 
Queensl-and :-

£ s. d. 
1914-15 10 12 10 per head. 
1915-16 11 6 6 per head. 
1916-17 11 15 5 per head. 
1917-18 12 6 8 per head. 
1918-19 13 11 2 per head. 
1919-20 15 11 6 per hea-d. 
1920-21 17 1 3 per head. 

At 9.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
They were told that they had to economise, 

that times were bad-and they appreciated 
tho fac_t that they were bad. They found it 
very difficult to get money and to carry out 
the enterprises in which they were engaged. 
The prices of all the commodities thcv were 
producing had been reduced very co'nsider
ably, and yet the Government were takin"" 
more money out 61' their pockets day by day 
and week by week. T'he increase in taxation 
fell just as heavily on their shoulders in tl!e 
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country as on the shoulders of the people in 
th~ large centres of population, and he 
appealed to the Treasurer to give the primary 
producers prefcrentjal treabnent ln rcspp-et 
to land and income tax. The land tax had 
probably had the desired effect of bursting 
up large estates, but it had alw kept the 
noses of n1anv 1nen on s1nall farms so close 
tu tl1e grindstone that they never seemed to 
get out of one groove. The Secretary for 
Hailways spoke about g0tting- into a groove. 
The man on the land was in a g-roove because 
of the taxes that the Treasurer and his friends 
were continually putting upon hi1n, and he 
was likely to remain there for a very long 
time unless tho 'rreasurer gave him far more 
sympathetic treatment in the future than in 
the past. He claimed to be the friend of the 
man on the land. 

The TREASURER: The friend of mankind. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He was not 
going to fight him on that 'Point, but, if he 
was the friend of the farmer, let him bring 
a certain an1ount of con1rr1on sense and sweet 
reasonableness to bear on the amending- Bill 
he proposed to introduce, in which case h._. 
(Mr. Robcrt·,) felt sure they woulu obtain " 
n1easure that would giye the:rn some relief. 

Mr. BRE:NNAN (Toowoomba): The 
farmer,; did not appreciate the actions o£ 
n·embers like the hon. member for Pittsworth, 
who came into the Chamber and made wild 
statements about the " poor unfortunate 
farmerc,," Those men had got a very goou 
return and '""ere very pleased with the Labour 
Government. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: How did you 
get on amongst the farmers at the last 
election? 

Mr. BRE:->11\'AN: They gave him an equal 
.-ote. He found from the Commissioner's 
report that last year 669 cane farmers paid 
£20,236 in income tax, or .94 per cont. of the 
total tax; that 563 dairy farmers paid 
£6,009, or .28 per cent. of the total tax; and 
that 122 fruit farmers paid £1.589, or .07 per 
cent. of the total tax, and 621 mixed farmers 
raid £7,173, or .33 per ,,,nt. of the total tax 
'I'hey knew that farmers had been taken down 
by being put on land in places where they 
had to dig themselves out, as it were, and 
yet they were paying very little land tax. 
On page 2 of the sixth annual report of the 
Commissioner on Land Tax, he found that 
the number of farmers who owned land 
Yalued at £1,280 and under was 11,518, the 
amount of tax charged being- £18,659, or 
4.06 per cent. of the total tax charged on all 
lands. \Vhy was there a continual roar a bout 
farmers from hon. members on tho other 
side? The farmers were well off to-day. 

Mr. J. H. C'. ROBERTS: Where are they 
well off? 

Mr. BREKKAN: In every part of his 
electorat0. But they had eo many scarcerows 
representing them and telling them that they 
were ruined that they did not get a fair 
show. 

Mr. J. H. c .. ROBERTS: They tell me there 
is nothing better than you up there for the 
ceterpillar pest. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRENNAN: He was not going to 
allow these •ohampions of Chinese labour to 
pretend to be the friends of the farmers and 
say that the farmers did not pay tax. The 
farmers objected to be treated in that way. 
The hon. member for Pittsworth was unfair 
in coming into the House in his bellicose, 
bornbastic way and decrying the farmers, 
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particularly as he had no 'eat left to him 
to-day. The people on the Downs could not 
.stand that kind of dcfani,ttion. 

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS: You arc uevcr up 
there. 

Mr. BRENN/1.1\: Ho was there to protect 
the farHlcrs, and protc:t curainst tlw f'OIH-1uc..,' 

of such n1isn'presentatiYes of the farn1er3 as 
tlJ,-' hon. 1nembers for Drayto11, Ea~t Too
woon1LH.t, ancl Aubigny. The fannl'rs did not 
obj?ct to pay Llxt-'".,, because they we-re doing 
well to-da.y, and they were proud to be uuJcr 
a Labour G-overnment. (Oppo.,itioa langhtu.) 
Truo fanners' repre~Jcntativcs 1nust tlo f:OHH'
thing to protect their rights and protest 
against the actions of calainit.c,' ho\Yler::i. thos•'} 
dnty birds of Queensland on' the other sick, 
who wcr·-:' a]v. J.ys fouling their o,,-n nest:. 
\Vhilst he was in that Chamber he would 
always protect the Darlin.c, Dmn1s, ,, hi eh h · 
had alv.ays represented fnithfully. 

:Mr. BEI3.!3IXGTOc-.; (JJmyton): He would 
challei,ge the Treasurer. anJ the hon. gentle
man cnuld refer the matt01' to the Taxation 
Connnisslonor for his opinion. l-Ie \Yotdd 
nsk tho Treasurer to get the information 
fl·orn the Cornnlif'sioncr for Taxe-s as to ho1.v 
much land t-ax would hase to be paid by 
a man who purchased 1,000 acn•s of lanrl fol' 
£4,300. That \Vas the arnount of land bought 
by many people who came from the South 
and ho purchased land with the intention 
of dividing it between their sons afterwards. 
Land taxation had already confiscated 25 per 
<Jont. of the value of surh a farm. 

}'he TREASURER : Seeing that you know all 
this, why not take us into vour conlidonce 
and tell us who this person is, where the 
land is, and what tax is paid? 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTON: It applied to any 
amount of land on the Darling Dowm. 

The TREASURER : If there is any amount 
you surely c::1n quote one instance. ' 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The amount of tax 
couLd be capitalised at 6 per cent., and he 
challenged the hon. gentleman to s:ty that 
that would not wipe out £1 000 of that 
£4,000. Still, taxation was ch~rged on the 
£4,000. The taxation on that amount was 
somev. here about £70 a year, taken at a 
guess. A bnyer who came along to buy that 
1,000 acres would say, "vVhat land tax do 
Y'''' pay?" a.nd the replY would be "About 
£70,'_' and the buyer wo,;_ld Ray, " r' will have 
to give you £1,000 less ior your land than 
if there was no land tax." He would chal
lenge the hon. member for Toowoomba to 
go to the Commissioner to find out the 
amount of taxation. 

Mr. FERIUCKS (Sonth llrisurme): It had 
been suggested that, in vie;v of the huge 
succc<s accomplished in regard to the amal
gamation of the State and Commonwealth 
Savi_nga ~anks, the G-overnment might give 
consJdcratJOn to the prop<Jsal to unifv the land 
e.11d income tax systems of the State' and Oom
monwca.lth. If, as had been pointed out one 
taxation authority in a community w'ould 
be quite sufficirrnt to meet the exigencies of 
the situation, all the necessary adjustments 
could be made afterwards. If." as they were 
assured by hon. m em be_rs opposite, the opera
twn of the land and mcome taxes was irk
some, he ventured to assert that they were 
made doubly irksome by the fact that there 
were two separate taxing authorities. The 
simplification, the amalgamation or unifica
tion of the two systems surely mU:st be within 
the near fvture impre'Sed upon the averftge 

thinking person. The plc c•:Jt position could 
not Le tolerated for ever and ever. He 
would like to see the Government take the 
iilitiatiYc in this regard, seeing that thero 
had Lecn such a succes,,ful ending to the 
~HHalgamation of the Sadngs Banks. It 
r11in·ht ncH.l to be discussed at the conferences 
hd~! from time to time bv the Premiers and 
TreasureL" of the various States of the 
Comn1otnvcalth. The hon. 1neruber for Dray
toll had mentioned that the land tax was 
very heavy on an estate valued at £4.300 
uni1nproved value. Tbe in1proved valuo 
could be taken in ronnel ilgurc"l at twiue 
that amount, which would bring it to be
h een £8,000 and £9,000. A farmer who 
launched out to that extent was by no means 
unu blc to contribute sorrw little Inite towards 
the re-venue and the gon:;rnmental neces3ities 
of the State. Men in ihat category who 
received the benefit from tho State institu
tions quite justii'tably shoulcl pay land tax, 
and such a person, con1pared \\ jth the o\vners 
of e:-.tates srnc, Ucr or larger. wa::; very lightly 
treated to-day, as he had shown in the 
debate on the Address in Heply. E'itate<; 
with an unimproved value oi between 
£1,000 and £5,000 WPl'C in a cla>·" which 
received rnore consideratiou cornparative]y 
than C\tates with an unirrll)rovcd value of 
moro than £5,000 and h•ss than £1,000. 
Estates of an unirnproved value of less than 
£1.000 might reasonably expect more reason
able consideration than estates with a value 
of between £1,000 a.nd £5,000. On the 
other hand, estates between £1,000 and 
£5,000 in unimproved value were exempt 
from the operation of the Federal land tax, 
which the estates of about £5,000 unim
proved value had to bear. He brought that 
aspect of the question und(er the notice of 
the Trcac;urer in the hope that it would be 
equitably dealt with. Thee· had been assured 
by hon. members opposite that the land and 
income tax \Vas ahvays passed on. How 
could that contention be reconciled with the 
assertion by the hon. member for Oxloy the 
other nig·ht that, owing to the burden of 
taxation on the community, the taxpayers 
>vere resorting to evasion and deceptwn in 
putting in returns becau~e tho tax 1vas so 
heavy' The hon. member stated that thej· 
were resorting to evasion and dec~ption and 
endeavouring to foist upon the Con1missioner 
untrue returns. If they ;;-Ne doing that in 
the commercial world, what became of the 
contention of hon. members opposite that 
these taxes 1.vcre alwa.s s passed on? 

Mr. FLETCHER : The pastoralists pay 52 per 
cent. of the taxation, a.nd they cannot pass 
it on. 

1Y1r. FERRICKS: They had passed it on. 
The pastoral industry during the past five 
years had made enough to enable them to 
pay well the 52 per <Jent. for years to come. 
If that was the position with regard to those 
people who w0re resorting to evasion and 
deception, why did thE'y want to contend that 
it vas the 'vorkcr, the cono;;un1er, and the 
producer, and not the taxpayer, who sttffered? 

:vlr. SIZER: Your party have always mam
tainr>d that. 

Mr. FERRICKS: He had alwa.;-; main
tain<'d it; but what be0ame of the statements 
of hon. members opposite when they advanced 
contradictory a'sertions of that nature? He 
thought an effort shoul-d be made to bring 
about the unification of the Federal and State 
systems of taxation, because "·hatever burden 
of taxation there n1ight be to~day was 

Jfr. Ferr'icks.] 
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arr1p1ified and increased bv there being dual 
taxation authorities, and the tin1e had 
arriYcd ·,,,hen there ~hould be unification 
between the States and Corn:monwcalth in 
thi'3 regard. 

:\fr. DEACON (Cunninoham): He would 
point out to the Treasurer that th<> mcome 
tax was really a very expensi ,-e tax to col
lect, as tho hon. gentleman wou!J know. 
There vas the expense of valuation, and also 
expense in connection with appeal.,. To a, 
certain extent, a dol1ble staff was required, 
and a lot of unnecP,sary work was done. 

The TREASURER: I am introducing a Bill 
at the end of this week, or carlv next week, 
dc•aling with the carrying oyer o{ the a.-erage. 
That >vill bo a Yery opportune time to dis
cuss that question. The Bill will go through 
this session. 

J\Ir. DEACO,:\f: How "·ill it affect the land 
tax? 

The TREASl.:R~R: You might discuss it then. 

Mr. DEACO='J: He would defer his remarks 
till the Bill came on. 

::\1r. GLEDSON (l1'S11'ich): He desired to 
tlmnk tlw Treasurer and the of!icials of the 
Income Tax Oflicc for what had been done 
for the industrial co-operative Eocieties in 
the State. They had triod for many years 
to got a. conce: __ ;:;ion fl·o1n th0 income tax 
authoritic"', but had been unable to get it 
until the Treasurer had gi Yen it to them. It 
meant a big thing to the pPople who were 
(':r:dea.vonring to develop the co-operative 
movcm0nt in Qu0er~land. T'he Opposition 
gave the dcpartnH'nt Ho credit for giving a 
pL•rccn1 J gc of tho ineonw tax to the co-opera
tiYo societit in eonnc\Jion with their trading 
operationr The a ·tion of the Gm·cmment 
>>"as to he commc!lded, The Federal Govern
ment, in addition to tnxing the::;o societie•,, 
\Ye re &Cn(1ing ronnd to all th -, socic_ tie:' ask
ing tlH•m to subn1i t list~ of the narnc. of their 
shareholder', so that they might bill tlwm a 
S0°':"HH1 tnn( for tho income tax v;hich thev 
had alre~tcly taken from thP"l u11 h.Jnu.-3cs and 

l \Yhich thev hacl ro:'ciyed. That 
th- di:fiere'.1C~e hetwc_•cn the Labour 

Grn·crnmt c;t nnd the ::\aticnal GoYel'!LdcnL 
a~ n pr1 ,__ntl~d by bon. rnernbe1,s oppc-;,ite and 
their friends in the Fodu.d Ilouc . Yet 
they found i-lwt the el~:unpion of the co
oper" tivn nJo\-t.'lncnt-·thc h,;n. nlPrnb<T for 
Drayton-neycr '1ic1 a. ,.;0r·L and the hon. 
""'n1bcr for Pitts, orth p-ot up and told hon. 

on th() GoYerlllDE'll~ f'idc that thev 
not krDw \•:hat thP·. er i.> lking abouf. 

I-ion. 1nen1bcrs Ollpo:-·itr_' Y ould giYc the 
departrncnt credit for norh!n"·. The hon. 
nHrnbE."'r for Drayton ~-p{'k(' ;lb·.ut .--~ n1un 
holding land on the Downs Yalucd at £4,300. 
A fnr1n of 240 acres v. a., a li \·in~ area on 
th(~ DoY:ns. That '' ould giYe ari'y 1nan a 
good Jiving, and bri11g hin1 an i~1Co1nc of 
from £500 to £700 a VPar in un ordina.rv 
season. That meant th.at the friend of the 
hon. membc: for Drayton, with his 4.300 
acres, 1 as taki11g the plac2 of ~eYentecn n1cn. 
iYith the minimmn rato Df £500 for 0ach man 
hi' income would bo £8,500, What would 
his Jnnd tax COlTif' to on that incon1c? The 
land t.-u on £4.300 would be rmwhlv £80 
whic)1 would be deducted fl:om the· £8 500 
income. He would not h:•vc to l'"Y it at' all, 
becau,e he would -deduct it from his incorr·~. 
If the land was worth £4,300 now, accord
ing to the Statement of the hon. member for 
Drayton, it was originally worth £5,300, 
because the hon. member said it had depre-

p!J'. Prn·icks. 

ciated £1,000, which meant that that man 
was practically keeping off the land t>venty
ftYo per,ons who could be >vorking the land 
and makinc; a living on it. On behalf of the 
co-operative mOY<'ment, he wanted to thank 
rho Treasurer and the department for what 
they had done for co-oporati.-e and trading 
socjcties. 

Mr. BRAND (IJurrwn): It cost the S'tate 
mmothing likn £51,000 to run the Income 
Tax Office, and possibly It toDk a similar 
amount to run the Federal office in Brisbane. 
If the dual control was done away with, and 
th,· Federal and State land and income taxes 
'\en, worked fron1 one office, it '-'~tould save 
the taxpayers of Queensland £50,000. 

The TREASURER: That will be dealt with at 
the Promiers' Conference. 

Mr. BRAND: He hopod that the Premier 
and the Treasurer would do their utmost to 
try and bring about that. arrangement. He 
understood that vVestcrn Australia already 
operated its land and iJtcome taxe'· from one 
office. The primary producers in the State 
v:ould be pleased if the proposed arrange
IYl'nt was brought about in Queensland. He 

did not suppose the: e "J.s Rny
[10 p.m.J thing more worrying to the 

primary producers than the fact 
that thev had to send in two returns for the 
one inco;ne. The hon. rnember for Pit.ts-vvorth 
referred to land vallies, and all farmers who 
had had anything to do with land valu·ers 
knew that they were .-cry uncatisfactory. 

The 'TREASURER: ·would you support a Bill 
to provide for uniform valuations for the 
Commonwealth and State purposes? 

Mr. BRA:\'D: He would support a Bill 
>vhoroby t-he local autLn·ity values would be 
t::cken for land tax purpo''''· Seeing th:tt 
lor:tl authorities every few years had to get 
competent laud valuers to value their land, 
he conld sec no l'CC'-011 whv the Land Tax 
Department could not accept t-he values of 
the local authorities. In the vote there was 
an amount of £2,080 for land valuers, and, 
if the Treasurer would allthm·i,e the Commis
rioner to aLcept the local aut-hority vulua.tions, 
ho could vcr) easily savo that an1ount. 

The TnEA SLREH : I a1n YCl'Y sorry I cannot 
accept your proposition. 

Mr. BRAKD: Thev knew the Treasurer 
\Va') not going to rcduc'--' expenses if he could 
pc ,,,ibly assi·,t the primary producers by doing 
so. Tlw Tro?.surcr v, ould a.dmit that, as far 
as possible, t-he department wero taking the 
l~-< -11 authority nt1uatior}s to-day. 

The TnL\,,.rRER: ..._\j. far as tht ~~ are rca..-on
Cl.ble. 

l\ir. BRA:'\D: In Qnr"nsland to-day, due 
to the hl·rl1 taxation lc•vicd on tho people, 
lhr ,-due of land had been reduced Yerv 
<<:nsidrrttbl~-. He was pleased to note tha't 
rb..-.. Treasnrf'-r had inti1nated thnt he was at 
iac<,t goillg to bring about the averaging 
E5 t;tCnl. 

~rhe TnE.iS1'RER: I said I v, as going to 
introduce a Bill to give relief. 

Mr. BRAKD: He understood the system 
that the Treasurer proposed to adopt was to 
allow for losses. He wouid Iiko to rcf.er to 
"'-·ction 46 of the Land Tax Ar•, which the 
GoYcrnn1cnt vvere so prone to talk about) and 
in which provision was made for granting 
relief to a taxpayer in the case of hardship. 
Th1:it soction read-

" In any case where it was shown to 
the satisfaction of t-he Commissioner that 
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a taxpayer liable to pay land tax has 
become insolvent, or has suffered such a 
loss that the exaction of the full amount 
of tax will entail serious hardship, or 
that, bv reason of drought. or adverse 
seasons or other adverse conditions, the 
returns from the land have boon seriously 
impaired, the Con1rr1is"ioner 111ay release 
<uch taxpayer wholly or in part from his 
liability, and the Commissioner may make 
such entries and alterations in the assec,s
mcnt a,,, are necessary for t·hat purpose." 

'rhat was a very good section, but his experi
ence in that connection had not boon alto
gether satisfactory_ Hon. members would 
r-ealise that in the sugar areas in his district 
in 1919 and 1920 t-here had been very serious 
le -es, and it would be a great hardship, 
indeed, if the sugar-growers w·oro corn polled 
to pay land tax. Certain!:-·, t.hr!' would not 
have to pay income tax, as th:·ir losses dur
ing those two years had been very material. 
If any class of people should be entitled to 
t.he benefit of the provisions of section 46 of 
the .. '.et, it was those peopl-e, as they had 
just come through a period of two yeClrs' 
drought. RecAntly he made application under 
that section for relief in regard to the return 
which he sent- in for land which he owned at 
midnight on 30th Jmw Ja,t. and the Commis
sioner informed him that ho could not treat 
the matter just now, but that he would wait 
until his income tax was filed for the year 
ending 30th June, 1922. He pointed out that 
his income tax returns for both 1920 and 1921 
showed conclusively that he had had serious 
losses. Po"•ibly, in the eo m'"' of six "e2ks 
or two months, he would bo aske-d to pay hi> 
land tax, as the Commissioner woul-d not 
consider t-he granting of relief until next 
vear. That >•.ould be of littl0 value to him 
~r an-·one else. If that section was meant to 
benefi't anyoE·e, it waq n1cant t J give itninedi
ate relief, and he hoped the Treasurer would 
issue instrnctions t-hat section ·~6 should be 
interpreted more liberall:y than had been the 
cac-• up to the present. Section 7 of the 
Incon1e Tax .Act provided that a gTiculturists 
could deduct t-he amount of their land tax 
from their income tax puymenh. Speaking 
on th, f J~w,~tr'r 1r t ;~c"'r. as 1:ort~, ~ ~}n 
pvcc 2u or Ilansard, 'olume c ...:xxYL, t110 
Prc1nier lid-

" As far as the operation of the land 
tax i. concerned, it does not appl:· to the 
small working farmers. 

" Mr. J. H. C. Hoberts: Of course it 
do~,,~. 

"The PRE~l!ER: It does not. That is 
the kind of misrepresentation the Labour 
party continually has to put up with. 
There is an exempt-ion to start with, and 
then with regard to the land tax appl::ing 
to agriculturist,, no matter how big their 
farms arc, the} can take tho full amount 
of land tax they paid out. of the income 
tax payable by them." 

Ho quite realised that all taxpayers who 
made an application under section 7 of the 
Income Tax Act would get relief from that 
portion of tho lrmd tax. Many farmers did 
not know that the provision existed and did 
not make application, the rcqJJt being that 
the" did not obtain the relief thev should. 
It \voulcl be a kindly action for the Treasurer 
to instruct the Comn1isc;'ioncr 7) give that 
relief, whether an application was made or 
~ot._ Tho Commissioner could very e-asily 
GO Jt. 

Mr. FRY (Ilurilpa): Ho had turned up 
the " Votes and Proceedings" for 8th J anu-

ary, 1920, and found that he had asked the 
Treasurer the following question :-

" Spea.king in the Federal Parliament 
on 23rd October, 1919, Mr. Watt, Federal 
Treasurer, stated that he had offered to 
collect the States' income tax for an 
amount not exceeding one-third of the 
present cost to the Stateo. Why did not 
the Government of Queensland agree to 
the proposal?" 

The reply "as-
" The Federal 'rreasurcr's proposal 

was made to the States as a whole at 
a joint conference of Commonwealth and 
State Ministers, but as not accepted. 
At the same Conference one of the States 
offered to collect the whole of the taxes 
at half what it was then costing." 

It was just as well for them to know that 
this offer had been made, and turned down 
by this Government. 

The TREASURER: They appoiutcd a special 
CornmiPgioner since that tirne to inquire 
into it, and that report IS still under 
consideration. 

Mr. FRY: If the Commonwealth Govern
ment could collect our taxation for an 
amount not exceeding one-third of the pre
sent cost, it wa:_ a n1atier for senous con
sideration. If other proposals made at those 
conferences ·were treated in the san1c n1anner 
ns this had been, the confPrences should be 
e', tended so as to include leaders of Opposi
tions. The House would then know the 
true po~ition, and it ·wonld not be necf'ssary 
to have it drd.ggod out by some private mem
ber v:ho accidently hc,wcl something about it. 

The mr,tter raised by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane was \Yorthy of a statement 
from tho Treasurer in orda that the people 
wculd l.now ex:,ctly how they stood. They 
could 'c(-; at that 'tirDe it "\\·as quc~tion of 
one party w;ainst another. It might have 
l ''on considered goorl tactico at that time, 
but he (Ill( 'tioncd "hethPr it was a wise 
po1icv to Shelve a:nv proposi~ion coming from 
the "comrnnnwerdth Tre.Lsury which was 
f"oina to make for the chc1pcr administration 
of the affairs of the S; a! c. l-Ie would 
rL·-i:-:.t, :n 1 Ycrv dirC{'fon h-_- consirl.0red \-Yi~e. 
any att<mJpt ~f the Commonwealth to take 
a\\ay from the State any morP of its ril(hts, 
unl•,-ss the State brncfi'"•d ma.torially. The 
Sb1t0 h<ld giYcn ~o th" C< r~1!;lnllW( 'llth rigbt~ 
''-hi eh it would be },cj tor off if it now 
possessed. 1Te quPstjonPd \vhcthPr the h:.nd
ing over of the State Savings Bank 'vas a 
\vi ~n action. 

l\Ir. PF,SE: The Commomvealt.h took mil
lions of our monev in loc•us. Thrtt did not 
stifle industry, did it? 

Mr. FRY: The taxation placed on in
dcstrv had stifled it. and thP hon. member 
for Hcrbert had not· raised his voice against 
that sort of thing. Truation might be im
posed to a much greater extent. The ne-w 
obj0ctive of· the Government prtrty w1.s com
munism. and the next step in the pr0gress of 
con1munism \vas to tax, and tax, and tax 
rtl(ain. Apparently this was .a road to the 
SoYict system of gov0rnn1cnt. If it "'C>re, 
it ·was useless raising th0ir voice against the 
excessive taxation of the people. because 
they would be told it v-as the policy of the 
Government, as laid down by the interstate 
conference of the Australian Labour party. 
and must be carried out. Thev also would 
be told that taxation wns ono ~f the means 
by which this state of affairs would be 
brought about; and probably they would be 

Mr. Fry.] 
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told that the Government had the sanction 
of the people of the State bec;mse they had 
received the directions of the Ali-Australia 
Labour Conference. 

Mr. GLEDSOX : \V c will call that " Fry's 
optical illusion." (Laughter.) 

Mr. FRY: They could eall it anything 
they liked. Unfortunately for the hon. 
gentleman ''ho had interjected, his Premier 
had told them, a . reported in the " Daily 
Standard," that thccd \Vere comn1unistic 
doctrines, and asked whether he had to 
swallow them without a struggle. If the:;· 
carri eel out that polic~-, there would be no 
industry to tax ; they >1 ould all be State 
enterprises, which \vere losi11g ('Oncerns. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. gen
tlelnan is not in order jn t1iseussi11g State 
cnte1:prises on the vott~ '· Land -'»{llld lnco1ne 
Tax. 

Mr. FRY: He wanted to show that all the 
losses incurr.cd through these connnunistie: or 
socialistic scheme-; -would haYe to be n1adc 
up by taxation of the JV opk'. ):',here was 
the taxah.an to coin a h·orn t 1 ru:rc was 
another view they had to tak.' of it-the 
fear which would manifest itself in the com
munib through StatG enterprises starting 
in opposition to privatu enterprise, and 
dcpriYinrr the fitate of taxation which might 
be drawn fron1 n1any source1'. It \vas only 
fair to the (\)mmittcP ,and the country 
that the Premier should make a straio:ht
out statPment as to the likely effect of the 
now objective on taxation. He believed 
that the man on the land was being 
taxed far too much, and they should do all 
they possibly could to a, sist him. They should 
Bven go s-o far as to giv,n him the freDhold 
of some of their 400,000,000 acres of lend, 
for by cultivating some of the land which 
was now covered with prickly-pear they would 
encouragB production and be able to raise 
some revenue without undue taxa,tion. Every 
encouragement should be given to the man 
who was the backbone of the country; cver:y 
encouragen1ent should be given to rncn to 
go on the land and become producers. The 
man in the city depended on the nnn on th-~ 
land for his foodstuffs, for his ra"· material 
to manufacture in his factories. It mus~ be 
apparent that, if a certain amount of money 
"as required for development in the couutry, 
and, if a portion vvas taken away, the pro
ducer who was trying to do his bc,st on the 
land was handicapped and the community 
generally suffered. The Treasurer should 
make some clear statc'1Wnt about his attitude 
on the communi 'tic obj e(·tive of the Austra
!ian Labour party. 

The TREASURER (Hon .• J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington): T,hey had heard a good deal 
on every vote about the communistic objec
tive. The Gm ernmcnt's policy \1 as clearly 
defined; they were part of the Australian 
Labour party.· (Opposition int<'rruption.) 
10!e had onh a few minutes. but ho wantrd 
'ti? put the ~Con1rnitt0c right on the lnatt.pr 
of having 011~ tax-collecting authorit./. lie 
would quote from the report of the proCPNI
l!Jgs of the Premiers' Conference of 1920 
Ho (Mr. Fiholly) said-

" In 1918, Mr. \Yatt said that the Com
monwealth could collect the State taxes 
for about one-half of what the co!l<J':tion 
cost the States; in J anuarv, 1919, he 
said that he could guarantee that the 
cost would not exceed the present cost, 
and, later in the same month, he said 
that the Commonwealth could collect the 

~Mr. Fry. 

taxes for one-third of what it cost the 
SLat, to do so." 

Mr. ·watt waB speaking loosely. An expres
sion of opinion on behalf of the Government 
followed:- , 

" I vrould gladly allow the Conunon
wealth to collect onr hxation if they 
would do it for one-third of what we pay." 

L1ter on. :\1r. Hughn ,aid-
,, TlH':V aro prcp:.1 red, a1~o, to agr ,~,~ te> 

the establisht<1ent of one collecting author
iL', provided that the States have repn> 
scntettion v1 it. \Viwt io vour attitude 
to that proposal, Mr. Fihcll:- ;" 

And h0 replied-
" I ~crE'pt -\\ -ithout r.:::2:-·rvntion the Con1-

momvcaith proposal to do the work that 
\VC are doing for onP~tllird of the c:st." 

Thai Wfl s and that had been the] r a tti tu de. 
_.\ H.oyal Commission had bron appoint2d 
to co11sidfT the ,:vholo qu(_ ··Uon of taxa
tioil. but the solation \\ oulcl not be found 
in having on(~ oll0rtin.g authority: it would 
be found onlv in a Fe 1Pral convention to 
readjust, pcrh';,ps, the bicHTichries of the Com
lnO:n\YBalth, to revif',··- Stnte rrnd ll'odcral 
Y'DWCI ., 1o aiTJngo ono ro;l for loral a.uthori
tics, Statr and FedPrn 1 depa rt 1TIPnts, one 
sl"-tn~p authorlty, nne t3xnt!on nutho1·ity, and 
w forth It might be found that it would be 
a '~ood thing for the Sbt" to lwvc income 
Lx and the Commonwealth to havo land 
fa~{: or v-ice vc:r·"a, but at prf'".Pnt they rould 
not do much. .\ slight swing could bs 
off('rted by LGving one tnx~ng authority, and 
i-hf',':r could do that by having one fDrm, which 
tbey were recommending to the Common
W( dth at the preqent time. 

Mr. \VAHREN (M:urTllmba): It se~"med to 
him thcct the Government had never made 
n::.uch of <111 atte1npt to n.secttain whethE~r -one 
taxing authority would be better than the 
prO'Ollt system or not. It f,Dem 'd to him that 
under pre~ent methods it was quite possible 
for a man to be taxed when he made practi
cnlly nothing out of his farm. He could 
giye lhf"m ca·es where that had happened
he ·was a case hin1.self. He was pa~·ing tax, 
although he was getting practically nothing 
out of th,,,t land. 

The PREMIER: You get £500 here. 
:\Ir. W ARHEN: He \''as gcttinv that from 

the Gm'ernment. It was time the Government 
went into the matter in a bLlsinosslike man
ner. Not only should thev have one tftx
collccling authority. but the'' should also 
have a different method of taxation. Take 
the sugar-cane grower. lie bad all his work 
in one year and the expem,os of that year 
did not Wl as a set-off against the profits 
of the following year. That was manifestly 
unfair. 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro

Yisions of Standing Order ;\lo. 306, I shall 
row leave the chair and make my report to 
the House. 

The House reSLlme·d. 
The CHAIRoiAN reported progress. 
The re· umption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The Committee obtained leave to sit again 

t<)-morrow. 

SUSPENSI0;\1 OF STANDI:'-<G ORDERS. 
The PRE!vUER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 

Chillagoe), in moving- . 
" That so much of the Standing Orders 

be suspended for the remainder of this 
session as would otherwise preclude the 
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recervmg of resolutions from the Corn
nlittr'CS of Snpply and \Vays aEd ~~leans: 
on the same day on which the, shall 
have pa.sscd in 'those Committees. and 
also the pa,sing of Bills through all 
their ~tngls in one- day"~ 

said: This is the motion thr.t is invariably 
carried towards the termination of the 

. Mr. VOWLES (Dnlby): "\Ye have only been 
Jn SL'SSion about ten \vceh:" and no valid 
reason has b-·er; given wh.) this House should 
ri•o at the time that the Premier propose·• 
that it shall. If it is necc•;Rry for the Pro
mwr to go away to the Prcmier,s Con
ference. we can adjourn for the time he is 
away. and then Yrc can rcasscn1blc and carrv 
out the business that we a re supposed to bo 
csscmblod to do. ::\;I_v objcc'ion to racing 
Lills throngh in ono da_v is that ._, e sea in 
H~C' Gov,~rnrrH nt organ thnt vcrv important 
legislation is to be introclnccd in' this Cham
ber. The masters of th8 G•wernmcnt ho vc 
decided 'that legislation shall b< introduced 
notice of which has not been gi ,·en to this 
Chamber. 

The PREMIER: I would rc·commcnd the hon. 
n1ember not to take any notic> of newspaper 
rumour,~. 

Mr. VOWLRS: "\Ye \cill wait and set'. 
and other legislation of which ·.vc have not 
Lcen given r.otice will pmbablv Le introduccd 

· in the next fe\v dtv:s, and as ~ve know noth
!ng_ of its details we shall probably find that 
11 rs loadecl. We '"ant to o-ive that con
sideration to Bills that should be given to 
them. vVe have lwavs objectee! to Bi!h 
bung thrust upon us. I have a lively recol
lection of thP scosion w.hcn the Government 
' nne into po\ver \vhere b11sincss was heaped 
upon us and \VC \V('fe I1('YCr given an oppor
tunity of discussing it. Here v.>.~ lul"Vo other 
legislation given to us in the last week of 
the session, and "Ye are not gi von an oppor
tunity of perusing it or discussing it. Par
liament is supposed to be a deliberative 
z-:lu:mbor, and wo nre snppo~ed to give very 
we1ghty and mature consideration to ali 
m('asure' 

The PRE,.rmR : I would sugge>st to the hon. 
member that he should not wa.ste S'l much 
time on t.he Estimates, and that Ire should 
get on v:ith the legislation. 

Mr. VOWLES: We are not wasting time. 
\Vc arc gettmg down to certain Estimates 
that we particularly want to disnnss, though 
I have no Cloubt we will be up a.gainst a 
stone wall before many days are past. to 
pnvent ns reaching these Estimate·.. \Ve 
-t 'lnnot give tho nece·-;sarv attention to mea-
sures if they arc goi_ng to be rushed through 
Pr the way that 1s propos •d. I prote.;t 
~ gn inst tho motion. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I wish to pro
test against this motion being carried. 
~e.eing vve have not b~en in session very long: 
Smce I have been rn the House I do not 
r:<.ollcct lhe House meeting in August and 
ns1ng at the end of October. The Premier 
has to attend the Premiers' Conference in 
Melbourne. but. surely he can do what the 
Premier of \Vcstorn Australia has done and 
adjourn the House long enough to e;.,able 
hrm to attend to the conference and return 
to carry cut the business that the countrv 
<'xpects him to carry out. ' 

The PREMIER: You always object to sitting 
till Chriet,mas time. 

Mr. TAYL0R: That is so; but we should 
:have been called together earlier than 

Augnst. \Ye do not know ".hat Bills are 
goinr- to be bronght before us. "\Ve shall be 
receiving the Bill from the Legislative Coun
c:l to enable hon. members to draw their 
snlary ,,-hiV;t contesting I1"edcral sca.t~. I 
"_uppo.;;e that is ono HH..a3uro \VG shall be
'"'· ed to put through in ono da ''· IV c 
might also be asked to put thr01igh thG 
Logislati\'O Council Abolition Bill in one 
day, although the Goverrnnr,,t haYc had six 
::oars in which to pass that Bill. I do not 
i hink this motion should be carried. Logis
l<ltion af13cts the whole Shtc. and it requires 
i o be considered in a proper way. I oul:l 
liko to know whether the PremiPr recollocis 
the· Estimate.., ever baYing taken less than 
l he allotted time. 

The PRE~ITER: Ye·,'. I can give you more 
tktn onr· instance-1909, for one. 

J\h. TAYLOR: I think t.hc Premier will 
find that tlw full time allo·vod under the 
Sta.nding Orders has alwa \'S b00n taken. I 
proto't against this motion being carriecl. 

Mr. :MORGAN (Jfurilla): The only reason 
given by the Premier for th:s motion is th et 
he dc£.:.irc·_. to attend tho Pre>tnicr~' confercn\P. 
I think the House would hnve been quite 
content to allo\v the hon. g·ent1Pnl<lll lo nto\~o 
thi' adjournment of the IIon::;c for a Yrr-ek or 
fol'tn"ight, and t•hen t-o CO'!l!O back and ·do the 
busino.,s tlwt \'CO are called upou io do I clo 
not think hon. mmnbcr·· l'C'C'CiYing £O:::QQ 
ehonld onlv be asked io do twelve weeks' 
work. I wvant to protest ngain-:t the motion. 
There !s a g-reat deal of urgent legislation 
that requir<>· to be put through. The Go,-crn
mf~llt arc going into recess. within a \veok. 
and probably v-o shall not moot ag,ain until 
next August. \Ve have only sat for twelve 
weeks; hut the Premier vYant~ to get into 
recess. "\Vith a majority of one. the Premier is 
on pins and noodles while the House is sitting. 
I do not suppose he has had one good 
night's s1eep during the period \VC have been 
sitting·. (Government laughter.) The power 
posse' ed b_v the rnnk and file of the Govern
na~nt is enormDus; they can get almost any 4 

thing they like for their ele-ctorates. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem

ber mtL.t confine hirmelf to the amendment. 
Mr. MORGAN: That is the reason why 

the Government want to adj0urn. The Go
vernment want to retain office; and the 
moment they get into recess the Premier will 
be able to sccy to any man y, ho is likely to 
come over to this side, " IV e can defy you 
until vvc n1oct the House again." 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The motion is 
one for the suspension of the Standing 
Order· 

Mr. MORGAN: I object to the suepension 
of tho Standing Orders, t.he excuse for which 
is that the Premier wants to attend the Pre
miers' conference in Melbourne. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Why don't you give him a. 
"nair "? 

Mr. MORG.\N: That is only an excuse. 
If we had offered him a "pair." it would 
not haye made any diffcrenrc. The Premier 
could adjourn the House for the period of 
the; conference. I hope the resolution will 
not be carried. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Pm·t Cnrtis): The pro
posnl of t.he Premier to udjou m the House is 
against the bec·t intere ·tt> of the people of 
Queensland. When the Government first 
came into office they adopted similar tactics 
tn those they :rre adopting now. and put 
through Bills very hurriedly. rrhe result 
of that hasty legislation has proved Yer~· 

Mr. F l etcher. J 
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di"astrous to the State. Onlv a few months 
ago, when I \V a~ negotiating ,~·ith the Pn'inicr 
with reference to the export of coal from 
Central Queensland, the hon. gentleman said 
that there had beon too much haste in con· 
nection with legislation and administration 
in the past; yet he now brings forward a 
!'lOtion to enable Bills to be put through all 
their stages in one day. We are facing the 
grave·,t financial position we have ever had 
ir1 the State. Nothing is being done to rneet 
the difficulties ahead, and wo are guing into 
recess without anything being done to satis· 
factorily solve the unemployment problem. 
The Government arc failing in their duty. 

.i\'Ir. GREEN (l'oumsville): I wish to pro· 
test against this motion going through. As 
there will nry likely he a division on the 
rnotion, I ~xish to n1ake m:v position quite 
clear. The hon. lncinbor for Bowen has, 
unfortunately, a serious illness in his family, 
and I have agreed to allow .him to go away; 
therefore, I shall not he aule to exercise my 
vote in division. I thiuk that this Enduo 
haste in rushing legislation throu:::;h the 
I-IoLH3C' c~oPs not toud to good lcgi.-:;lation. \¥e 
have the ris·ht, as an Oppo,,ition, to discu~~ 
1neasures fullv, in order that leo·i:~datiou mav 
he p:1:scd in .the best intcn~_ts (~f the propll;. 
T,lJc J-Iouso has degenC'rntcd. Yv.,.c 1ni:::ht as 
'"ell Le without Parliament alto:c·"cther 
becaw;:c BiJls are pu:-,hl•d throu<rh ,~·ithPuf 
amendrncnt., bch1g acrcpted. alH1 ~ent to the 
other Chrrrrtber, and returlH l -.yitlvout .a1111 nd
n1ent. By allov,/ing this motion to go 
through, 110 shall not be fulfllling the feme· 
tions we <1 re called upon to cxcrci2c. 

J\Ir. KEHR (Bnoggrm): I .chould not be 
doing n1y duty if I .did not protest against 
this 1110tion going througb. The GoYcrnmcnt 
aro flp;::~y?~·atcJ:: anxious to get into recess. 
It i~ stntt·d b.v Governm·•nt mc·n1hers that tho 
~r,~ion will Le completed bv Fridav week. 
It is rir11culous tbat sevontv-hvo rnpillbors of 
Fadiain_' nt should be paid ·for n1cr, ly sltting 
Hl Pa rlwnwnt for a short pC'riod of ton or 
C'lc~ .. ~n v"c~ks. So far as Jegii3}ation is co:1~ 
CPI'Il'',], they are not f'arnlng thci::- monw~·. 
\Ye kno~.v iWrfrctiy wc!l thc:,t there is a ':Te;tt 
entert~inrncnt co1ning on do\vn Soutl1 at an 
cn,rly dat·-\ and, had the Pr,_m1icr dt,,.ired to 
Yisit that cntortainrtJeut in an official 
r.anac ity. all he neod to ha.-c done was to 
hr~YO adjonn~0d the Hou~p for a \Ycok or 
tcr:: days and there would h ·vc been no 
oppDsition otkrod on ibis side. Thoro an 
1nan_y in1portant n1attcrs that reqtdre to br• 
Ji.scu-.,~~ d at the present t.imt·. I n1ovcd a 
motion in this House rccontlv ,, ith regard 
to tho con\·ention that is fikelv -~o 't<tke 
pia.ce, end that motion has not ~ccn debat-ed. 
It is because the House is goiiJg into rece::..c 
that priyatc n1en1ber's day has been done 
away with. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The motion 
before th" House is the suspension of the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. KERR : The Government arc tottering. 
and the'· •.-ould go to anv lcno·th to hold 
their positions for anotGor six or nine 
months. \Ve never know the day, unfor· 
tunately, when it may be that ono o£ their 
m em !J~,·s will get ill and a»·ay goes their 
maJority of one. 

The PRE1IIER: Is that what you are waitin~ 
for? '=' 

Mr. KERR : I .do not desire the illness of 
any hon. member of this House, but I wou1cl 
not object to something unforeseen happeni!W 
to take a way their large majority of ow~ 

["If r. Pletcher. 

(Laughter.) I sincerely trust the Prcmiot 
will reconsider this matter .and adjourn +he 
House to allow of his attending the Premiers' 
ConfC'rence. 

Question-Suspension of the Standing 
Orders (llfr. 1'/r.eodore'., motion)-put; and 
tl1e House divided:-

Mr. Barber 
Brennan 

, Bulcock 
Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coyne 
D11sh 
Ferricks 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Forc1e 
Gilday 
Gil1ies 
Gleclson 
Hartlev 
Hnxhalw 

AYEs, 34. 
l\ir. Kirvi·an 

Land 
, Larcombe 

l\IcCormack 
Mullan 
Payne 
Pease 
J>ollock 
Riordan 
Byan 
Smith 
Stopford 
Th(•odore 
\Ydr 
\V cllington 
\Yilson 
\Vinstnnlry 

1'rllers: 1\Ir. Forde and .:JJr. Gleds'on. 

NoEs, 32. 
l\Ir.Appcl ::ur.I\('tr 

, Barnc's, G. P. King' 
., Barnes, \V. H. , J.ogan 
, Behhington Macgreq-or 

BPli :IUaxv;eJl 
Branc1 :Jfoor:~ 

, rattermu11 Mor:'nn 
., Chyton -,;; ott 

Corser Pdrie 
Coste11o , Hoberts, ,J. H. C. 
Deacon Holwrts, T. H. 
E<Jv,. ards 8izer 

,. Elphinstonc :=;wayne 
, Fl{\tcher Tayfor 

li'rv Yowles 
.ToTies , 'Varren 

Tellers: mr. Bell 11nd Mr. Kerr. 
Rtsoh·oc! in the aflirm:·.tive. 

BILLS RETURNED FROM COUNCIL 
The SPB AKER announced the receipt, 

fl·orn t}H' Cnu~1Cil) of n1e:..,,ages returning tb'.; 
followi:l£: Bills, without anwnd1nent :

GoY~rnmcnt Inscribed Stock Act Ainend-
tLont Bill. 

Cih· of South Brisbane Loan .\rts 
· ~'l.mcuc!ment Bill. 

Contractors' and \Yorkrnen's Lion Act 
i\mondment Bill. 

Water ~'l.uthorities .Act Amendment Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSE~lBLY ~\CT 
AME:\'D:UENT BILL. 

FIRST READI~;G. 

On Lho motion of the _\Tr-rOR,l\J Y-
GEJ'\ERAL (Hon. J. Mullau, Plinilcn), tius 
Bill, received by rnessago frotn tho CouncdJ 
was road a fin:~ time. 

rrbo second reading of thn })l]J W:lS rna·JC 

an Order of the Day for to morrow. 

ADJOURl'\MENT. 
Tiro PRE;yiiER: I beg to move-That the 

House do now adjourn. Tho businc,cs to· 
Jllorrow will Le Supply. The 1· adr r oi "he 
Opposition has given notice of his intention 
to moYe a motion of want of eonfidencc, 
,~.hi eh, in the existing circumstunu:~s, th,, 
GoYernment do not feel disposed to trrctt as 
a serious challenge. r:rherefore, an oppo~·
tunity will be afforded the hon. m:m ber, If 
he so desirls, of mov1ng h1s mot!Oll after 
half-past 10 o'clock to-morrow night. (Loud 
GDvernment laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 11 p.m. 




