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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 18 OcTOBER, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram. Jiaree) 
tuok the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

Sl:PPLY. 

RESU)IPTION OF CoorMITTEE-TENTH ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(fl'Ir. Il.irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

RAILWAYS. 

GE~ERAL ESTABLISH)!ENT. 

Question stated-That £112,641 be granted 
for "Railways-General Establishinent." 

Mr. NOTT (Stanlcy): He recognised that 
the most important function of railways was 
the dc,-clo]~rnent of the State in general; 
and the railway system of Queensland had 
done a great deal in that direction in the 
past and would pla7 an important part in 
the future de,-elopment of the State. That 
was on9 of the reasof.!s why Queensland had 
don-e nght In adopting the n<lrrow gauge 
system, because with a narrow gauge rail
way the~· were certainly able to g0t a greater 
mileage for the sa.me cos:, and that wa· of 
paramount importance to a Sbtc of verv 
long distaJ?.ces like Q~wensland, as the only 
way m wh10h the territory could be properly 
developed was by tho construction of rail
''ays. Had Queensland adopted a wider 
gauge in the past, there was no question but 
that the same amount of monev would have 
been invested in a much less mileage of rail
way. I:Ie advocated the principle of laying 
down light ratlways such as wero built in 
mgar centres to act as feeders in a.gricultural 
districts. In regard to the g<meral mana~e
ment of the railways, the Secretary for R,::il
wa} seemed to be verv well sati,fied with 
the economics effected during the past year. 

Several HONOURABLE JliiE}!BERS indliliTin~ m 
conversation in a loud tone, o 

0 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I appeal to 
hon. members not to converse in such loud 
tones, not onlv out of respect for the speaker 
but particulai+.- out of consideration for th~ 
" Hausard " staff. 

HoNo-uRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KOTT: He was somewhat doubtful 
as to whether the Minister was justified in 
looking at matters with such a pleased coun
tenance, considering that during the past 
year they had probably had the best season 
on record in Queensland for very many years, 
and. when thev looked at the tremendous loss 
innlned on th<' railways during the past 
vear and saw that the loss worked out at 
£2 10s. per head of the population, it Palled 
for vc-ry grave consideration on the pa.rt of 
the people. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS : The money 
is not lost at all. It i,, in the pockets of the 
producers and the workers. 

Mr. '· NOTT: On page 7 of the Commis
sioner's report it was stated that the deficit 
last ye:>r was £1,739,475. The Minister 
appeared to be very pleased that the gross 
e>trnings per train mile ha.d increased by 4d. 
It was very gratifying to sec improvements 
in any din,ction. but, when they found that 
the CxJWndituro had inoreoscd by ls. 1~d. per 
train mik things did not appear so s.1tis
factorv. The Mini,ter claimed that a great 
part of those cost' were unavoidable. 

On pag'o 8 of the Commissioner's report 
was an interesting table showing that an 
increased expenditure of nearly half a million 
pounds was due to advances in ra.ilway 
awards, automatic incrcasf,;;;, and so on. More
over. tho railways suffered indirectly, as a 
re'·ult of the operation of many awa.rds, 
because a number of them had incrc>ased the 
cost of operating private enterprises very con
siderably, with the rc,ult that many of those 
entorpri -es had curtailed production and had 
been compelled to employ fewer hands than 
they would have been able to keep at work 
if the wages were not quite so high. That 
decreased production, whether agricultural or 
mining or otherwise, necessarily was reflected 
in a reduced tonnage for the railways. 

On pnge 13 of his report the Commissioner 
said that, had the rate,, and fares in Queens
land been increased to the 'ame extent as in 
other Australian States, New Zealand, and 
South Africa., and had Queensland'c, tonnage 
imprm·ed to the same extent as on some of 
the other railways, the financial re·~tllts of 
the twelve months would have shown 
to better advantage. No doubt anybody 
would realise that, if fal'es and freights had 
incren;ed and the tonnag·e had increased also, 
the railways would have been less of a losing 
concern during the past year than they were. 

It was regrettable to know, as the Com
lni::;sjoner told them, that on ono line where 
a tonnage of 850 was carried ten years ago 
only 672 tons was carried during· the past 
year, equal to a decrease of 21 per cent. 
Particularly wa.s such a decrease regrettable 
because there should have been a vN:v con
siderable increase in a ten-year period, and 
because last year was probably the best 
sea<onal year Queensland had ever seen. 

Another rcgidtable fact was that so much 
railway lino and so many sheds and even 
railway stations had been started and ca.rried 
to a certain point and then abandoned, and 
that in many instances railway material had 
been removed from the districts in which the 
work 'vas going on, such as on the Murgon
Proston lino and the Mount Edwards line. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem
ber must discuss that question on the railway 
construction vote. 

Mr. NOTT: He bowed to the Chairman's 
ruling, of course, but the fact that they had 
so much dead money was very regrettable. 

Mr. Nott.1 
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Another regrc:<ttablc fact was that they had 
so many lines in Queon,Jand which were 
built t-o a dead end, and, if a number of 
the dead ends were linked up, it wculd afford 
in cL ased facilities for moving ,f,ock fro111 
onO place to another, a.nd would aLo relieve 
the congestion of some of the present lines. 

The CHAIRJ\L\N: Order ! I would like 
to point out to the hon. gentleman that on 
this vote he is quite in order in discussing 
the administration of the department, but 
what he is now referring to is a matter of 
policy, and that can b0 dealt with on the 
vote for rajhvay construction. 

Mr. NOTT: The Commissioner for Rail
ways r.•ferred in his report to the necessity 
in the future of increasing the loads to be 
carried, and also the constructing of heavier 
engines and th-e strungthening of raihvav 
bridges. · 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman 
will be quite in order in discussing that 
aspect of the question. 

Mr. NOTT: The matter he was speaking 
of wa, directlv connected "ith that. In the 
event of the Yarraman-N ana:..1go line being 
completed, it "otdd immediate!:- necee3itate 
the strengthening of a number of bridges to 
carry heavier loads; and the construction of 
that line would lessen the congestion that 
now existBd on the North Coast line. The 
locomotives would then be able to bring a 
great deal of produce from that district by a 
shorter route to Brisbane. Another factor 
in connection with Queensland railway., and 
one which it was very hard to avoid, was the 
centralisation of the railway system. In some 
c'mntries attempts had been made by vari
ou, method~ to avoid that, but in Queensland 
they had to put up with the system as they 
found it. If some of the railv, ,ty lines were 
connected, it would probably sa '~O fl grent 
rlea.l cf cxpens' in the ,trcngthening of the 
p-crn:ancnt ha,ck, and tho locornotives that 
they no·,v had would be useful for a c<msider
:: bly extended p-eriod. He recognised that 
many of the ]ocomoti vcs of to-da.y were in 
such a eondition that the!' did aot pull the 
loads that they should. On a line that he 
tl i"J vollcd over, engines had often to n1akc 1norf' 
thaii c,ne attempt to get over a ridge. Any
one standing on a railway st.t~_ion and knovv
ing anythinz about the fittlng of t'ngines 
would ~:u!mit that vary oft-:n the engines sent 
out v;cre not :in good ord~r, and c.ansoquently 
had to pnll lighter loads than they sh~uld 
do if they were in good order. 

)_._g~in) it appeared to him, ['- a traveller 
on the rajlways, tha.t son1e sa",;ing· could be 
eff<:,+ed with regard to the coal used on the 
railways. The coal used in the present day 
on the railways appeared not to be of as 
good quality as the coal used some years ago. 
Whether it was that, owing to the high rate 
of wages, the sa1ne care wa-;:; not takon in 
cleaning the coal, he did not know. He would 
like to kno\\ if analyses had been made of 
the present-day coal as compared with the 
coal used some years ago. An ordinary 
passnngor travelling on a train could st_'e the 
tnm1 endous amount of clinker and other stuff 
tha.t was blown in through the carriage 
windows. 

Mr. T, R. ROBERTS: The hon. member 
might ask if any attention is paid to the 
inspector's report with regard to the coal. 
That is an important matter. 

The SECRJ:TARY FOR RAILWAYS: Superior 
coal is now being obtained from the Rtate 
coal mines opening up in Central and NDrth 
Queensland. 

[Mr. Nott. 

::\Ir. NOTT: He was pl<>ased to hear that 
rrood coal was bcin<r obtained from the State 
~1ines. and ho hoped that the Minister would 
see that the quality was kept up. 

J\{r. GLEDso:o; : The department gets coal 
as cheap a·· it can be got in any part of the 
'\Yorld. 

Mr. :\'OTT: That might be so, but at the 
;·'lme time the qualitv was not as good as 1t 
J!'ed to be. speakiJ]g geno·ally. Perhaps 
this might be another instance of how they 
were endeavouring to get out large amo~1nts 
of coal, as the rate of \vagcs was so h1gh, 
,.·ithout taking the trouble tha.t "as former)y 
taken to clr an the coal. It might he that m 
the effort to sho;:, a profit they were not 
so careful to sec that the coal was of so 
good a quality as it used to be. 

'The Minister had pointed out that there 
had been a tremendous falling off in the 
car:eiagc o£ goods on some lines last year, 
e~peciallv in connection with minerals. On 
page 9 of the Commissioner's report there 
\Vcre some interestinc figures given in the 
analvsis of revenue from goods traffic. There 
had ·h.'en incnoases, for instance, on minerals 
of 9.36 pc:r cent. ; agricultura.l produce. 20.66 
per cent._; wool, 2l.E6 per cent. :. general 
merehand1se, 6.13 per ceut. ; and hve stock, 
34 1ocr cent.; although th? loss on the ral)
waj generally was very lngh. It was sJgm
fic:mt that there as only an incr.ease of 6.13 
per cent. of general mcrchandt·;e earned. 
That was a direct indic"tion that the purchas
inrr pmver of the people in the country _dis
tricts was considerably l-essened. That m1ght 
be attributable to the fact that the people 
,vho lived away frorn the centres of popula
tion \Y€rc ec~.nlCHnising in every po.,o:;ible '':ay 
and cutting out extras in the way of groccne,. 

Ho)!. J. G. APPEL (:1/bcrt): He con
sirlPred thnt this "'as a vote: which should be 
dispassionately discussed, because it was one 
in which the Opposition were very much 
interested. Any criticism which they offered 

a3 not for the purpose of cmbarrassmg 
the I~Tinister the Comn1ission-nr, or the 
oflicia Is of thd department, but to c;ive acsist
ancc in the c.-,rrying out .af the operations 
of the department, w that settlement would 
be promoted and the primary producers 
helped. He \Yas inclined to think that per
sol,alities might be avoided ir"· discussil_lg_ the 
yote. l-Ie '"as quite aware that the JYilmster 
nmst be scnnC\Yhat oyer:-trung owing to the 
cloplorablc condition into which this great 
dcnartment had fallen, and he regretted 
thilt the hon. gentleman had allowed him
self to he pcrwnal in his references to the 
hon. member for Oxley, There was no 
question that the member for Oxley was a 
distinct acquisition to the debating power of 
that Chamber. \~.,.hcther they agrePd or d_Js
agreed with what the hon. member smd, 
undoubtedly he gave a considerab!o amount 
of study to matter' which he brought before 
the Chamber. and evcrv hon. member could 
learn something from liis speeches. 

The Minister had been somewhat dis
ingenuous in reference to himself (Mr. 
Appel) in saying he had advocated in9;eased 
freight,. The hon. gentleman sa1d ( Han
.,arcl," page 1396)-

" The hon. member for Albert, when 
speaking in 1918, said-

Speaking as a country n1ember, he 
would have no objection to an increa8e 
of freights, provided every member of 
the community was treated in the same 
way." 
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The :Ylinistcr repeated that statement, 
apparently with the intention of convmcmg 
the public outJide that he (Mr. Appel) had 
been a direct adYocate of su-ch an increase. 
It w1s just as well to quete what he actually 
had said. The quotation \Yeuld be found in 
"Hansard," Yolume cxxxi., 1918, page 2542, 
on a general discub,inn which took placB on 
the management of the railways, the quc3~ 
tion of retrenchment, and the manner in \Yhich 
the railways should be run. Replying to an 
interjection by the hon. member for Bowen, 
" De the railwa.vs pay in your district?" he 
(Mr. ~\ppcl) said-

" They ought tn pay, judging by the 
number of passenger, and the amount of 
produce carried, but he \Vas not prepared 
to ,ay that th~y did pay. They wished 
to s<•e them pay, and. if neces,ary, the 
freights would have to be increased in 
order to enable that end to be achieved. 
Their o:1ly stipulation was this: That, if 
rate~ \vere raised in agricultural and 
clairving districts, thev should be raised 
in connection with the carrying of every 
mernber of the co1nmunity. Speaking as 
a country member, he would have no 
objection to an incrBase of freights, pro
vided evorv 1nern bcr of the conununi tv 
was treated in the same Yav. To say 
that a certain section ef the" communitv 
should Bscape the incrcetsc'd freights wa"s 
a gross injustice. He could onlv hope 
that. judging by the attitude ·~f the 
Minister, the hon. gentleman would see 
that cqu'' I justice would b~ meted out to 
all. The Government would find tLat, if 
that policy were carried out, every mcn1-
bcr of the community would be prepared 
to face the increased burden. He realised, 
with othcr hon. members. that it was 
inm·itable that wag<''- should be increased 
in the department. He had every hope 
that, judging by what had fallen from 
the Minister, in the public Press, in 
speaking to deputations, and en the f!oer 
nf the licuse, a consistent policv would 
be carried out, whercb-: cYen- "member 
of the cqmnnmih '' ou1d be c~lled upon 
to pap his quottl to the increased taxa
tion in connecti-on with railwav traffic 
In cennect: )n '· ith local authority lines, 
nnd what nnght be termed priYate linos, 
n had bern found ncccssarv to impose a 
higher rate both for p:issengcrs and 
freights, in ordBr to make the lines pay, 
and the St '.to would have to do the 
sa rne. If the Government made every 
person pay, irrf")'ective of being; a 
suburban or country passenger, there 
would be very little objection made by 
these who had to meet the increased 
pa: mcnt:"'." 

The SECRETAHY FOR RuLvv.ws: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He said the Railway 
Department differed from all other depart
ments in the State; it wa-; a business proposi
tion, and should be run en business lines. 
It was a matter which aff,ected every member 
,of t.ho community, and should be made a 
payable proposition. If it were necessary, 
for the purpose of carrying out that policy, 
to increase the passenger fares and freights, 
then. so long as every member of the com
munity was dealt with equitably in the Eame 
manner, so far as he per,onally was con
cerned, and speaking as a representative of 
an agricultural and dairying electorate, his 
support would be accord "d for the purpose 
of making the railways of Queensland a 

paying and effective propo ,,ition. That was 
the opinion he held to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: My quota
tion from your speech did you an injustice 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He did not know that 
it did. The Minister made the same state
ment on two occasions. The opinion which 
he held to-day was exactly the opinion he 
held in 1918 when speaking on the Raiway 
Estimates. For whose benefit were the rail
wavs constructed? Listening to the debate, 
h2 ·had almost come to the conclusion that 

they were constructed entirely for 
[11.30 a.m.] the benefit of those employed on 

the railways and not for the 
development of the State. It seemed to him 
that, because there was what was termed a 
" railwav vote" which had to be looked after. 
in many instances they forg·ot t,he primary 
object for which railways w ?re constructed. 
As he had pointed out in that speech of his 
in 1918 the standard of wage' paid to those 
employ~d on the railways must bP a high 
one. He had ab, avq held that the St.ate 
should be a model employer and should pay a 
good standard mte of wage, but it should also 
require a good standard of work in return. 
The l\1inistcr, in his sptech. had otated that 
th-e large increase in the number of railway 
employees had not beP!1 effected by the pre
sent },dminist,ration, but hn cl been effected 
bv the previous Administration. If that was 
a" fact, was it not extraordinary that during 
the whole of the administration of the pre
YiOL!S Government the railways were practi
cally a paying proposition? 'If th'! contention 
of the Minister was correct, despite the fact 
that the number of employees had not been 
so grr·at as under the pr8\-ious Adminis~ra· 
tion the railways to-dav were responsible 
for 'an accumufated deficit of practically 
£6,500,000. In looking oYer the speech 
delivered bv the Minister, he noticed that 
the hon. g,;'nt!eman had singlEd out only a 
port,ion of the period. The hon. gentleman 
referred to the vear 1912-13-when, he stated, 
the number o{ ,employees in the Railway 
Department amountc;d to 13,982-and the year 
1914-14-when, the hon. gentleman said. they 
numbered 1;1.965. or an in<..~ease of 983 for 
the period. The hon. gentleman also pointed 
out that in the vear 1920 the number of 
emploYees in the 'Railway Department was 
16,823, and in the year 1921 the nurnb<or 
amounted to 15,899, or a clccN a se of 924. 
Hon. members on the Op))o ition side of the 
Chamber had pointed out that it was during 
the period between 1913-14 and 1920-21 that 
the trouble occurred. The total number of 
employe,rs in 1913-U was 14,965. and the 
number had increased in 1920 to 16,823. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: The increase 
is laro·cr for the last three vears of the 
Dcnha~n Administration than it was in the 
six years of the Labour Administrat-ion. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: During the Denham 
Administration the railways were a payable 
proposition, and, furthermore, durin.g that 
period the rolling-sleek and station bmldmgs, 
etc., were in first-cl ass order. But 1t :was 
admitt.e,d bv the Government that the rollmg
stock was "in a deplorable condition at the 
present time, and that very necessary ~m
provements were required so fay as statwn 
buildin"'s were concerned. Durmg the pre
vious Administration, when railway sidings or 
loading-yards or banks were required, they 
were constructed bv the department, but to
day no mono:; was" available for the erection 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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of those necessary adjuncts to the railway 
system. If a loading-yard v. as required. 
those who desired to forward live stock had 
to erect it themseh·es. If thev required a 
-iding for business purposes, which all meant 
traffic to the Railway Department, they were 
required to pa0 for that siding. The depart
l•lent appar0ntly no longer had the necessary 
funds to carry out those operations which any 
private business firm would carry out when 
they ''"w an 'Jpport.unity of increasing their 
t·eyenue. Of course, tho Minister made a 
groat point of the fact that under the present 
Adminio,tration gr·eater care and consideration 
had bc,•n given to those who were employed 
in the department.. He should like to think 
that that was the fact; but, unfortunately, 
those employees of the Railway Department 
with whom he had come in contact certainly 
were not. contented. Ho did not know that 
there was a more discontented service in the 
State. In that celebrated Speech from the 
Throne, for which the taxpayers of the State 
had to pay so much, there was a definite 
prom],,,e n1ade-

" It is intended t·o introduce as earlv 
as conyenient a Dill to provide a supel;
annuation scheme for railway servants." 

Wh,,t had been done to give effect to that 
promib.:? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The railway 
cen-ants will not agree amongst themselves, 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The matter should 
have been snbrnitt.ed for the consideration 
of the Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not bofor•: 
there j,, something like unanimit·.- amongst 
the railway servants themselve,;, -

Hox. J. G. APPEI,: It was for the Govern
ment to formulate a scheme. There was a 
definite promise made, and why had nothing 
l-.ccn done in that direction? He had in his 
hand a paper called the "Advocate," of 
lOth October. 1921, which dealt with a state 
of affairs that reflected credit on no Adminis
trat~0n, but particularly the present Adminis
trahon, because it declared that past Ad
rmmstratwns had no regard for the welfare 
of the workers on their railway system, and 
that thcv y.roposed to improve the conditions. 
The article said-

" Our protest to the Railwa.-- Commis
sioner elicited the informatioi1 that the 
framed tents were being sold because he 
had no money for their removal and re
erection whe1;e required by the houseless 
rJ_ilv~ a:.T \Yorkers. 

" One feels justifJCd in asking: Does 
the Labour party think that the 01"7 of 
' no mor.Y-;- ' to provide those unfortu"nate 
rn ikav toilers with habitations fit for 
white · people a sufficient excuse with 
,,-hich to justify their conscience after 
six years of office, and at the same time 
openly sell framed tents to other people? 

"\Ye hgsten to say that sufficient money 
to prondo the labour to supply all the 
nocossttous 'nth a framed tent has been 
spent in loss deserving directions than 
that, and make no mietake about it, the 
fottlers know full well what is meant by 
that." 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: Your Go
vernment spent £4,000 in the last two years 
of office, and we have spent £21,000 in the 
la.st two years of our administration. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That was no excuse 
for a Government which particularly claimed 

[llon. J. G. Appel. 

to have done so much. He did not care 
\\hat the previous Administration spent; if 
the previous -~dministration had no regard to 
that kind of thing. they ought to be con
demned; but what judgment must be pac,,,ed 
on an Adn1ini,tra.tion 'vhich claim_ed to be 
tbe guardian of the interests of the workers? 
If £21,010 ,,-as not sufficient, then they should 
Le vc spent £40.000, and the expense should 
have been provided for. They must remem
ber that the railwa v royenue had not been 
docrea si m;. It. had consistently increased, 
~ nd, although the ~1inister practicailv Ct1n
tcnded t.hat during the years of war- there 
-;~as of neccEc::ity a reduced raihyay revenue, 
they knew that there was a very large 
incrca;C'. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I did not say 
that. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: They had large 
amounts of wheat, wool, meat, and other 
products Y.'hich we1·e required by the allies, 
and consPqucntly the years of wa>· were pos
s·'bl} the most prosperous they had ever had 
in their primary industries, and consequently 
t.h mo't proepcrous for the railway receipts, 
~-J that there was no excuse for not carrying 
out nccc:::'3ars arrangements. If it were cor
root-and the Minister had not denied it
of what value were their protestations? 
Thej~ ,,·ere condemned by the very unfor
tunate workers whom they claimed to repre
sent, and for whom they promiserl that, ''',hen 
once they were returned to office, they would 
do SO !TIUC'h. 

Another matter of n•ry great importance
for to his mind the whole management of 
the raihntvs ecntn,J round it-was the sub
ject of p;litical control. If the Commis
sioner for Railways were ab-.olutP!y exempt 
in the conduct of the business of the depart
ment from political control and interfer
c·nce--

Mr. CoLLIXS: Do vou moan Conservative 
political control? -

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He did not care what 
Administ1:ation was concerned. Under the 
ITCYiotB ..c\dn:1ini"tration the C'omn1issioner 
pmctic,tlly had a free hand. 

Mr. COLLINS: He did not. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: What did the hon. 
member for Bowen know about it? No such 
interference took place with the Commis
sioner as had been the case' under the present 
At.iministration. So fa.r as the requisite 
mnnber of employees and the dispensing with 
those who were not doing their duty to the 
State-bec;cuse although it '.1·as the duty of 
the State to act as a modo! employer, like
wise it was the duty of those employed to act 
a5 model employees-if all that were left 
entirely in the hands of, the Commissioner 
wit.hout interference by the Administration, 
there would be a. different result. 

The bell indicated that tho hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. COLLil'\S (Ho wen): The Opposition 
had constantly cried out earlier in the ses
sion. "Give us the Railway Estimates." 
Ho had been listening to the debate3 since· 
the,· had got to those Estimates, and so far 
the criticis'"" of hon. members opposite had 
been Yen· weak indeed. T.he Nationalist 
wing of the Opposition had m&de themselves 
quite clear, because their leader, who, he 
teak it, spoke for them-if he did not, they 
ruust be i11 a very disorganised state-had 
no hesitation in saying that ther~ should be 
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1ncreases .1n Lues and freights-in other 
word", that the railv;ays s.bould be made to 
p.1y. 'The CouPtry party seemed timid about 
dcdaring themselves. Perhaps when the 
·deput,. leader got up they \H>Uld have a 
declaration from him on that question. 

He (Mr. Collins) w<H not ono of those who 
oltog-ethor believed that the railways should 
be made to pay. Rail" ays, in his opinion, 
v. ore highways, a.nd should be so used foe 
opening up the country. Good roads were 
needed for the progress of any country. Did 
they pay? 

Mr. MOORE : Yes. 
Mr. COLLINS: They paid in an indirect 

mm,mor, but the cost of building and main· 
t<>ining them in good order was defrayed 
by a tax on the unimproved value of land. 
N<.body looked for dividends from roe.ds, 
and 1·ailways were just as essenti d-and 
probably more essential-for tbe develop· 
ment of the country. The railways to a large 
extent had made an ummproved land value 
of about £60,000,000 in this State, whicl-J. 
was considerablv more than the amount men· 
tioned in the Commissioner's report as hav· 
mg been spent upon the building· of the 
railwa: s. He agreed with the hon. member 
fer Oxley that .there ought to be more settle· 
mcnt alongside the railways, and that that 
land should be hroug-.ht under cultivation. 
Where the hon. member had failed in !:is 
e1iticism was to point out a method whereby 
they could bring about that close settlement. 

Mr. MooRE: Land taxution will not do 1t. 
Mr. COLLINS: He believed land taxation 

would do it, if it was made sufficiently high. 
There were largo areas of land alongside the 
railways which were not being put to their 
best use. It was impossible for railways to 
pay when passing t.hrough "tanding scrub, 
m with scmb within 10 or 12 miles on Pach 
side of the railway. The railwavs should 
be credited to some extent for the "increased 
value added to the land alongside tho rail
ways. On ono particular occasion when he 
travelled with the Public Works Commis· 
sion to .l\;Ialcny, a place not very far from 
Landsborough, and ;.rhere there vras a good 
road, ho ea w very large tracts of country in 
t.ho samo stato of nature as 1vhen Oapt1..in 
Cook sailed up the coast, with the exception 
that the valuable timber had been taken out, 
bnt the scrub ,,.as still sbtnding. In that 
district there v. ere some cf the most fertile 
lands in the whole of Queensland. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: With the addition of 
la.ntana. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The lantana could be 
easil:' removed, and it did not injure the 
land. There,., as sufficient good land.between 
Brisbane and Gympie alone to maintain the 
present population of Queensland. 

At 11.55 a.m., 
:\Ir. Fr,_ rcnER nlled attention to the state 

Df the Committee. 
{/uortnn funned. 

:'.h. COLLTJ\'S: Ho would watch the hon. 
member for Port Curtis closely in the futuro, 
and v. -'Ulcl rct:oliate when the opportuuit;· 
offered. They had hoard hon. rr•embors oppo· 
si_te making compari~-:>ns \Yith various coun
tri "· but thoro wns no other countrv in the 
r:ivilis"d \Yodel "\,rith population sin1ilar to 
flP popnlation of Quecnsln.nd \Yhic,h ~~ad as 
wany miL-. of railwa.v as tho~, had in tl1is 
'State. In hi tranla thro•1gh Queensland he 
·c,\'!'I.S !SUrprised that the raihv-ays \Yere prrying 

a_, ,,.!?ll as they \vero, considering the spar,,e 
POllu1ation EC".ttercd over the large areas of 
the country through "hic.h the ra.ilways ran. 

He hoped that the Government would push 
along with the construction of the North 
Coast Railway from Farleigh to l'roserpine. 

Thr CH~\IRMAN: Order! I ould like 
! ' point out to thu hon. gentleman that he is 
not in order in discussing the construction 
of new railways or the extension of existing 
lines on this vote. That should bo dealt 
v;ith on the Loan Estimates. 

Mr. COLLTNS: He would like to point 
out that he "as dealing with the Commis
, loner's y, 'port. 

The CHAIRMAK: The C<lrnmissioner's 
report deals with this vote and also with the 
Lo.~n Vote; but this vote dc.t!s with the 
administration of the railwa}s, whereas the 
m a ttcr the hon. gentleman is referring to is 
Q matter of policy. 

:Hr. COLLINS: On page 4 of his report 
thl· Commissioner mentioned the construe. 
tion of the railwJ.y from Farloicjh to Proser. 
pine-a distance of 68 miles. 

The CHAIRMAN: Quit<' so. Tho hon. 
gentlema.n will be perfe~tlv in order in dis
cussing that on the Loan Estimates. 

:11r. COLLI'NS: Ho took it that in deal· 
ing with railways in general they could make 
reference to railways of which portions had 
ah-ead;. been constructed. He \ns going to 
urge the Minister to push ahPad with the 
lino from Farloif!h to Proserpine. The Corn· 
missioner, on pa.ge 42 of his report, made 
rderenc·., to fuel, and pointed ont that on the 
Great ]\' orthern and Bow en raih ays the 
consumption last year "as 47.234 tons. The 
Commissioner stated-

" Coal for the Groat Northern and 
Bowen railways is imported from South 
Queensland at a cost landed in Towns· 
villa of 42s 3d. per ton. Recent! v a 
contract was let for the supply of 20.000 
tons of Blair Athol c·:>al, at a cost in 
To,-:nsYil!o of 46s. 6d. per ton. 

" About 50 miles from Bowen exists 
a most o·donsivo fidel of splendid coal, 
where the State has opened c.p a mine 
capable of producing "11 the coal re
quired in North Queensland. In 1916 a 
1;ailwa:v lino to connect this coal mine. 
'vith the e'\:isting railway \Vas commenced. 
and it 1va~-:, anticipated this lino 1vould 
haYe born sufficiently advanced to a.llow 
of coal being obtai'ncd for use on the 
Nol'tlwrn rail-··avs in C\Irtrch last. Un· 
fortunately. these anticipations were not 
reolised, and apparently it will be some 
time to come bcf<Jro the railv, ay is com
pleted." 

He understood, horn the S<'cr"tary for Rail· 
Y.a:;: t.hat morning, that the dispute on the 
Do., en cw.l field line had been settled. and 

trmrcd thnt the hon. g-entlcrrwn wculd do 
c erythin;, pocsibh to complete th.tt railway. 

The SLCRETAHV FOR RAILWA'd: It will give 
a:'ditional en1plDyn1cnt. 

1\Ir. C'OLLINS: Ho was glad to know 
tl,n t tho ::\f;niFtcr intended to put on addi· 
ti<lnal ·nt J. The completion of that line 
\'\'Onld Jnc-:ln a considerable "::tving to the 

Xorthrrn raih">-a.V ·tcn1. The 
[12 noo:1l Commissioner p,;intlld out that 

the Blai r Athol coal 1vas costing 
~6s. 6rl. per TOll. He wish J to qudc the 
follo\\·ing rcr ·Jl t on ·-o~nc coal tests n1ade on 

.1 [ r Col!ins.l 
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the Korthcrn Railwa,·s. contained in the 
" Bowen Independent " of 8th instant-

,, CoAL TEclTS O"N NonTHERX RAILWAYS. 
" BO\'VEN COAL FIRST. 

·' In ~onnc~tion with recent steam tests 
made on the Great Korthern RailwaY 
with Bowen, Blair Athol, and Elouth 
Queen·· !and coal (sa.vs ' Townsville Dailv 
Bulle~in ') the Gene1·al Manager (Mr. ~!\.. 
J. Crowther) on Monday said in the te>ts 
the nme condition-. as nearly as pmsible 
\.Y{?ro observed. The result p~laced Bo\Yen 
coal first, Blair Athol second and the 
Southern coal a. bad third. B~th Bo''"on 
and Blair Athol \Vcre found to be parti
cular!."- good steaming coal and gaye off 
very httle ash, the fir(men havinv no 
n• Bel to clean their fires on the trip 
hebYcen Tov;:nsvilJe and Chart,~rs Towers. 
\Yith the Souther!l coal, howcycr. the 8sh 
boxes had to be raked out four time<. 
In the case of the Bowen coal the per
ccntaQ·c of ash in the ~moke bo_,;_ -..v.~s 
~omiclerably l'ess than in the case of 
Blair ~\thol, and therein "as sho\m the 
superiorit.:. of the Bov,:en coal. l\Ir. 
Crm,-thcr ,aid the tests had proved con
clusively how Yaluable the Bowen pro
duct . \\·oul<l be for. North Queensland, 
rspecwlly for the raihva vs." 

Tha! would be very interesting inforn1ation 
to l\orthern mL,mbers, showing as it did the 
value of the Bowon State coalmine. The 
consumption of coal on the Great Northern 
and Bowen Railways was 47,234 tons per 
:year, or a httle over 900 tons per week, 
whiCh meant that t.he State coalmine 
would start off on a good mark; in 
other wc.rds, they would have to produce 
o,ver 1.000 tens per week to •upply their own 
local reqmrements. The leader of the Opposi
tion had referred to the store on the Bowen 
Raihv'!y having shown a less of £1,758 last 
year, but that amount was spread over the 
whole tin1e the raihvay had been in cour~e 
of constructien. He was drawing the Minis
ter's attention to it, because from time to 
time 1W~en he had J:leen along the _railway 
lme tGev _had cnmplamed about the hrgh cost 
of pronswns at that store. He wanted it to 
be made known through " Hansard" that 
according to the Auditor-General's report. th~ 
sterc showed a lees of £1,758. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
tirne had expired. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oo1cong): The hon. 
member for Albert had put his finger on the 
way the ruilwa:1d should be conducted-that 
was, on bu'-iLI-'"S lines. It \Yas u Inost peculiar 
thing that some hon. members seemed to 
l1nagine that it \Yas impossible for a public 
actiYit:v to be conducted on similar lines to 
\vhat they would c~1nduct th-eir O\Yll business 
en. Ho had h:u1 experience in local authoritv 
,.,-ork, aml, when ho had suggc ,ted that the 
loca 1 authority was not being conducted on 
business line,;. he had been met with the 
statement. " If :;on think it is possible to 
condn~t local -authorities en exactly similar 
hncs to what :;~~l~ conduc~ your own business 
on, vou are IT1Ul\:Jng a gnevous blunder." It 
seemed to him that a great deal of the 
trouble in regard to the raih,avs was that 
they \Yore not conducted on business lines. 
They '"0uld haYe a different result if busi
ness lines were followed. The Commissioner 
was a canable ·and CXC('Ucnt officer and in 
~is excellent . report in dealing . '~ith the 
!1nanc1al poqiron of the railwavs he stated-

" All those n1atters, taken ~into consid2ra
tion with the fact that the tonnage of the 

[MT. Cnllins. 

dcpartn1ent's greate~t source of revenue 
(goods and minnal traffic) reduced 
from 3.715,245 tons in 1917-18 to 3 445,315 
tons in 1920-21. and liYe stock from'439,19& 
to"s to 422,335 tons during the same 
period, and that our rettcs and fareo have 
not increas?d in keeping with the expendi
ture, explam the nrcsDnt financial position 
o · the railwa;; ,~ 

That \vas to '*a):, that, irrespective of an"7 
incrc'l~C·: in the price of materials and wage;. 
and chanr:es through altered conditions of 
lahom. there had been no addition te the 
ordinary '''orking· expenses of the depart
me:'+. He would like to ask the Minister 
"'hcther h: · ·ould run a busine" for himself 
on tho,,~ lines? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: TherJ is no 
rrnalog;. A goY<'rnmont has the function and 
rc.•ponsibility of denloping the country, a.nd 
a pnYat~ comjnny has not. That is a funda
mental difi-creHce. 

:\l!r. MAX\YELL: AccordiHg to the hon. 
gentleman's reasoning, the deficits on the 
milwa} s were not deficits at all; ::et they 
could not get av.a:y from the fact that there 
was a deficit last year of £1,750,000. 

The SECJU.'fARY FOR RAILWAYS: You could 
axoid the deficits by increasing fares and 
freights: but is it a sound policy? 

Mr. :VIAX\VELL: Hon. members opposite 
were always holding up the State enterprises 
and ying, " Look a.t the fine revenue we
arc getting from them," but they could not 
make such a boast in connect.ion with the 
railways. 

Mr. STOPFORD : \Yhy did you not follow 
out your reasoning in connection with the 
Kangaroo Point ferries? 

Mr. MAX\YELL: He would remind tht> 
hon. member that he did 1try to follow out 
that reasoning, but there were certain men 
associated with the council who held similar 
Yiows to those of hon. mcm.bers opposite. In 
one imstanco one alderman said, '' That is the 
end of a road where the ferry is, and the 
people should be carried free on the ferry." 
In the doYelopment of a country, it was essen
tial that some sacrifices should be made, but 
not to t-he extent of having a deficit of 
£1,750,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How are 
you g-oing to remedy the matter-by reducing 
freights and fare'? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The doctor prescribed 
when he was called in. There was no reason 
for him to say how he V\"Ould conduct the 
business unless he was in the department to 
see the causes of the eviL It h~d been stat.ed 
that there had b. en political influence in con
nection with the railways, and in tha-t con
nection he wished to quote an extract £rem 
the " Milit-ant " ef 1st September, 1919. The 
htto Hon. T. J. Ryan, referring to the posi
twn created on -the ::-.Jorthern Rctilway by the 
meatworkers' strike, said, " The Government 
mubt goYern." The th<n Secretary for Rail
v,ays (:Hon. J. A. Fihelly) said, "If the 
Labour Government. decidn to send a train 
or a wheelbarrow somewhere it must get 
out of effiee if it is not going to have it sent 
there." The reply of some gentlemen who 
wore associated with the: Queensland Railway 
Union and with the " Milit-ant" was-

" Certainly the Govcrn1ncnt must go
Yern, but that Government must receive 
its instructions how to goYern from those 
responsible for its creation. A Labour 
Governn1ent must govern, not according 
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to the whim of Mr. Ryan, or to back up 
the unpardonable blundering of an 
·Pgotistical junior C1binet Minister, but 
according_ to the principles of the Labour 
lllOVClllCllt." 

If that were true-and he would not say it 
was-it e"plained exactly the position as 
expressed bv hon. members of the Opposition 
-that t.here must bo some controlling factor, 
whif'h said "You n1ust. do as \Ye say." In 
anothn pa'ragraph the " TIJ:ilit-ant " said-

" And throughout this '"hDle sorry busi
ness thoro is ono person who cuts, at the 
best a most ignominious figure-the Hon. 
J. A. Fihel!y (YI:inister for Railways). If 
reports bo correct, his colleagues hav:e. to 
thank him for the unfortunat-e pos1twn 
in which they find themselves." 

He had a very vivid recollection of a certa~n 
amount of monev ha Ymg been expended m 
ord·•r to rrain a lmowledge of the American 
and other ';.ail way systems. With that object in 
view the then Secretary for Ra1lways made a 
trip 'at an expenditure of something like 
£1 800 He did not know whether the hon. 
go~tle~an had presented 'a report setting out 
what it would be advisable to do for the better 
conduet of the railways. He had not yet 
heard what ideas on railway management 
tho present Treasur!Jr secured in America ~nd 
Europr, but he d1d know that some time 
after the hon. gentleman's return t-o Queens
land he was transfened from the position of 
Secretarv for Rail ways to tha.t of Treasurer
poesibly 'a more comfortable position. It was 
very easy for any Minister Dr hea-d o~ a 
business concern to save money by sackmg 
men-or, as it was now terme.d, by the 
" deflation " of workmen. The problem t-hey 
had to solve was how to overcome the exist
ing difficulty in their midst by giving employ
ment tD a number of men, and not by 
discharging them. They had ha·d a pitiabl€ 
exhibition in various Government depart
ments particularly in the Railway Depart
ment..' He was not saying a word against 
what the Economv Board had done-it might 
haYo done the rlght thing-but there were 
certain thingo which app·ealed tD him a~ a 
business man, and in whwh he d1d not thmk 
a fair deal ha·d been given. Certain men 
had been " deflat-ed" because they had 
reached the age limit, and certain other ~en 
occupying good positions had been ·dealt w1th 
similarly, although they had not rea'?hed the 
age limit. He referr-ed to the pos1t10n held 
by Mr. J. G. Brown. He would not like 
to sa7 that the reason why Mr. Brown had 
been'" deflated," or asked .to retire before he 
rCJPhcd' the ag·e for retirement, was because 
ho had -driven a train in Townsville at a 
certain time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : rrhe reason 
\Ya· that We had SUrplus officers and gave 110 

exemption to Jm'one; the officers went, as 
\ve]l as the wag'Cs en1ploycf's, if .a surplus 
number was Pmployed: '\Yo engac;·ed no 
n1orc l11h0ur frorn outside, the \York bc1ng 
done b~, tho c \Yho ·were in the service. 

::i1r. MAX\\'ELL: He \Yas nn· glad to 
have that statcmC'nt from the hon. gentleman, 
as he wbs not the onlv one who held the view 
h~~ hn·d cxprc~sed. The hnn. g~:ntlmnan 1night 
reme··;bc :· that at the timB he referred to 
certain t·h:·eats L!cl been nude, but he 
~cccptecl the Minister's aswrance on the point. 
A great amount of good. might have be_en 
{10n(:. hv thB GoYcrnment In connection \VJth 
giving- · better~ housing conditions to those 
a" JCiated with their schools; but, as thn 

hon. member for Albert had pointed out, if 
they wore to l'cli'c a hcalthv and virile race, 
th~v co~lcl not accomplish' it bv providing 
thr,""' :3hack.;, in which son1c fet:tlors .and railY; ay 
men, with their women folk and children, 
were compelled tD live, o ,tracisr,d from 
society and frmn city life. Surely not a 
Parliament existed which would object to 
those n1cn and women, ,, .. ho were right out 
in the hu~b. getting better hon1es than they 
had. If the ''Advocate" 1vere right in what 
it had printed, it was a poor type of J1ouse 
in ,,-hich tl-wso people lived. 

Mr. v\'INSTANLEY: They are better no«. than 
cYcr they vverc. 

Mr. M \XWELL: That might be. He 
ventured to Hlv that the hou he occupied 
''as better !ha~ that which his father occu
pied when he came out to Queensland to 
r. -·?ist in the pioneering work of the country. 
That did not alter the fact that these men 
and 1vomcn desired special recognition. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are 
getting it. We spent £15,000 last year. 

Mr. JYI),X\YELL: That was not sufficient 
(o do what w«s necesc'.ary. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We cannot 
catch up with the arrears your Government 
left us. 

Mr. MAXWELL.: He did not care what 
Government did it. It was no good the hon. 
gentleman trying to sidestep the question like 
thd. He, did not want to say that this 
Government had done any worse than any 
other Government; but he was not going to 
allow them to t«ke cn·clit for all the legisla
tion 'vhich had been passed for looking after 
the people, thus trying to make out another 
Government ·had not done thBir bit. Theirs 
w1·s the opportunity now to better the con
dition of these men. who with their women 
folk and children had to make big sacrifices, 
and whose Dnlv enjoyment was ;,, decent roof 
to cover them.' In connection with the New 
SPttiers' Lcngue, a man had said to him, 
"All a man wanh-al! that is necessary
for him to live in the country are four 
"alls and a roof; he does not want a ceiling 
in it." He did not agree with that. They 
had every right to conside~· those people. 
If, as the " Advocate " pomted out, that 
was the condition of affairs, the sooner it 
was altered the better. He would be quite 
prepared to vote the extra money nececsary 
to give those people better conditions than 
they had to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\Y'i: \Vhy did 
your party not do those thinfis when they 
\V ere in power? 

::VIr. :\1AXWELL: He ,.·as not responsible 
for c,·h tt anvhodv did or did not do. He 
was quite prCpan~d to aHi,'Jt the Government 
in provicling· boHer conditions for those 
pco-nh_~. The hon. mernbcr for Eromer 
ref;rrcd to the qucotion of apprenticeships, 
and he we•Jit'cl to go n little further than 
that hon. member had done. If the,, desimd 
to hcn-e pl·opc r tradesmen, there ~vas only 
or,< way to have 1t, and that was by a com
puisorv n·stom of apprenticeship-. The Tech
nical -(:ollcv,e was doing excellent work in 
that connection, buL if they \\Bre going to 
compel their boys and ·girls to l2arn the 
" thrr' R's " in order to qu«lify for the 
battle of life, how much more nccnsary was 
it that they should be compelled to lrc,rn 
ome trade Dr calling? By doing that the:v 

·were g-oin~ to rnake them a splendid asset 
to the State. Ho hoped the Minister 
1.vou1d h::ar in mind that in creating more 

1ih·. ?'lit.r cell.] 
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u.aen1plo-: 1ncnt by the deflation of a number 
o£ 1nen 1n his departn1ent. he \vas going to 
create a problem that would be very difficult 
to ec!vo. Let them try awl rB.:.son togPthor, 
and ~e if it ,.,·a::, not possible for the various 
hec.ds in the Chamber, and the V'.uious orga
nisatioru outcido, to come together with a 
view to try and solve that problem, becau,e 
unen1pl.Jyn1ent V\ as ono of the greatr '3t detri
r·lents to the a-dvancement of Quccl'~land 
that they could have. 'l'·hBy should boost 
Queensland up. They realised that Queens
land "as t.he greatest State in the Common
wealth, but she wantod to be allowed to 
gTo\v in a proper .n1anner, and sho 'vould 
progress \\hen ehe got a change of Govern
ment, and not till then. 

Mr. PETRIE (1'oornbul): In refering to 
the Commissioner's report, :~s he intended 
to do later on, ho did not wish it to be taken 
that he was casting any reflection on the 
Commissioner or on the officers under him, 
because, no doubt, he had done the best he 
could under somewhat awkward conditions. 
Ever since the Labour Governn1ent came 
into power the los"es in the Railway Depart
ment had been enormouF. The figures for 
last year showed -a condition of affairs that 
m·en the Secretary for Railways would 
admit w.ts startling. The return on capital 
invested for the present y<·ar was the lowest 
on record, and things had gone from bad 
to wol·,e. The deficits during the regime of 
the pres-mt Government had mounted to no 
less than £6,500,000. Every year since the pre
sent Government took office things have got 
wm-o~, as the following retm,n would show:-

1914-15 
1915-16 
1916·17 
1917-l' 
1918·1~ 
19!9·20 
1920-21 

Year. 

... I ... 

. I 
•••j 

I Return on 
Net Revenue. Capital 

£ 
1,379.355 
1,004,430 • 

828.444 : 
597,73}} I 
280,426 . 
6VJ.lU4 
281,81<> 

}Jer cent. 

£ s. a. 
3 13 9 
2 a 3 
2 1 0 
l g 10 
0 13 l 
1 6 10 
0 ll 11 

The net return on capital became less each 
ye-ar, and the revenue per train mileage was 
reduced. The average return was shown in 
the Auditor-General's report to be 9s. 9d. 
per cent. Those losses were not due to 
any slump in the u-venue, as the revenue 
had increased from £3,800,000 in 1914-15 to 
£5,380,000 for the last financial year. The 
improverncnt in returns v. as due to increased 
charges in the year 1919-20, when £1,000,000 
rnore were received than revenue for the 
previous year. In the last l:inancial year, 
with the greatest revenue on record, there 
was a de:,.cit of £1,739,000 although the ser
vice all over the St,ate had been reduced to 
a minimum. That showed that thoro must 
be something wrong. He did not think they 
could blame the Commissioner or his officers, 
becau e there must be some interference 
since the pre"1ent Government came into 
power, which had altered things consider
ably. They had been told that the leader 
of the Nationalist party advocated an increase 
in the fare·' and freights on the railways, 
while, on the other hand, they were told that 
the Country p11rty did not want any increase. 
On pnge 17 of his report, the Commissioner 
gave the· scc:tions which neither paid working 
~'Cponses nor interest on the capital. The 
return showed that the total loss in the 

~Mr. M wrarell. 

Southern division amounted to £546,591, 
while the total loss in the Central division 
was £187,197, and in the Xorthern division 
£567,950. That showed a total loss for the 
Central and Northern divisions combined of 
£755,147 "' against a total loss of £546,591 
for the Southern division. It did not appear, 
therefore, that the increased .fares and 
freights since iho Labour Government came 
into power had afiected the country districts 
very much. He did not expect that the 
railways would show enormous prol:its, but 
he did think that they should try and live 
;; ithin their means and keep their Bxpendi
turo within their revenue. The l:i~res he 
had quoted showed that freights and fares 
were favourable so far as the country dis
tricts were concerned. 

On page 15 of his report-which \Us a 
very admirable report taking it all through 
-the Cmnn1issioner quoted son1e ve1:y inter
esting figures, and said-

" I think it my duty to point out that 
our businecs is not developing in propor
tion to our capital expenditure, whereas 
the position should really be reversed, as 
we are now paying a higher rate of 
interest than we did years ago. For 
instanc.c, during the past ton years the 
capital expenditure has increased from 
£25,898,841 to £43,557,078, equal to 68 
per cent., but the annual tonnage (includ
ing liYe stock) has only increased by 17 
per cont. :YloreoYor, the average tonnage 
per mil(J of open lino has actually fallen 
hom 852 tons per mile in 1910-11 to 672 
tons in 1920-21, a drop of 180 tons (equal 
to 21 per cent.) per mile of open line." 

He thought they could all agree with the 
Commissioner when ho said-

" From a national standpoint, and 
looking to the future, the opening up of 
the country for closer settlement by new 
railways is desirable, but from the 
standpoint of present railway manage
ment there can be no doubt that the con
struction of new lines has outpaced the 
growth of traffic; consequent!~- the rail
w:.tys arc over-capitalised for the amount 
of business done, as the revenue fro1n 
increased tonnage hauled falls far short 
of paying the additional interest." 

That was the mistake, not only in the case 
of the raih1 ays, but in the case also of some 
of their State enterprises. lYiost hon. mem-

bers would agree that what they 
[12.30 p.m.] required to make the railways 

pay was greater traffic on exist~ 
ing line,. Unfortunately-he did not know 
whether it was duo to the actions of the 
Government-thoro had boon a depression 
in busine; ;,' and an absence of that feeling 
o£ security in the minds of the business com
Inunitv "\vhich \Vas necessary to 1nako the1.:1 
extend their businesses. Instead of doing 
that they had uocn doing the very opposite. 
"ith the result that there had been a reduc Jd 
raihvav traffic. 

The .. Commissioner also pointed out that 
the avoraP,'O cost per I:lilo of railway in 
OuC'cnsiand \Vas lo'''C'r than in New South 
\\~al(•s, ·victoria, South Australia, Ne_w Zea
land, or Sonth \frica, bu! that the capital 

per hoa,d of populafion wa:-~ ycry 1nuch 
hero tha 1 in any other State. That 

\Y:.ts ono of their diflicu!tios. TheY had the 
very great mileage of 5, 722 mile,- open for 
t· aLic, besides 30 rniks of natrow-gauge 
State Iir:o in the Innisfail-}iourilyan train
way. The Commissioner also pointed out 
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that the length of new lines opened for haffic 
dm·ing the year was 67 miles, of which 16 
miles were in the Southern division, 20 miles 
in the Central division, and 31 miles in the 
Northern division, and he proceeded to point 
out-

" Tn addition to the above line,, the 
sc~.~tions Carrnil?~ soutln'\ ards to Clair
vi 'w (22 mile,)"--

The CHAIIU1A::\: Ordu! The hon. 
mcn1br>r \Vill not be in order in discusJing 
thos~: lines now. 

Mr. PETRIE: Ho merely wished to touch 
upon thcrn and congratulate the )Iinister 
upon the opening of the Mackay-St. 
La\VH~llCO IinP. r:I'he strange thing \V:lS that 
they had had a Public \Yorks Commis,ion 
J·eporting on various railways, although he 
did r:ot know when any of them '-'ero likely 
to be constructed. In 191' quite a number 
of railways bad boon passed by Parliament. 

The CHAIR:'I1AX : Order ! The hon. 
mombe" rnav discu, raihva\· con·~truction on 
the loan vot~e. u 

l\lr. PETRIE: By way of linking-up his 
l't marks, he \vas going to point out the los3 
on unopened lines. 

The ClL\IRMAK: Tho hon. memhcr must 
d<"al ,,"ith that question on the Loan gsti
tnates. 

Mr. PETRIE: Ko doubt, if some of those 
Jinc-3 whjch were partially constructed IY"'l'P 

complct·~d--

The CHAIR~fA::'\ : Order! The hon. 
n1etnbcr ha~ been long enough in the :Hous0 
to know that. 'vhcn the Chair,nan give·· a 
ruling, it must be observed. I hollC he will 
{)bey n1y ru.ling. If he y;·ants to discuss rai]
\va v construction, he 1nust do so on the Loan 
E"tirnatc,, to be ·famed on pages 124 to 130. 

Mr. l'ETR11'.: He quite agreed with the 
ruling, but he was trying to show just bv 
rrferenf'C tho lo~s which had accrued to the 
dq1artment through the non-completion of 
those lines. 

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member 
k OY. s that all those lines are constructed out 
Df loan mone:~. 

Mr. PETRIE: He knew that perfectly 
well, but the Cbairman v.ould admit that 
sometimes one must talk round a subject
as the Chairman found it ueecssarv to do 
son1etimes when out of the chal1:. He cou~d 
see the difficultv that confronted the Com
missioner. He \vas supposed to be supreme 
and free from all poiitical influence. 
\Yhether that "·as so or not, the Opposi tio:J 
stood for that.. It was to be regretter] that. 
whether the department had been oyerloaded 
or not, it had been ncccs.)arv to " deflate." 
or dispense \Vith the serYic~'s of so 1nauv 
1nen. It had been stat<~d b.v son1e peo:)l~· 
that there \Yero ten 1nen in places ,,,h,_;re one 
man would ha e been sufficient. but the 
Government probab1,- could haYc clone some
thing more than they had done. They might 
ha vc equalised matters somewhat. a n'd pro b
ably found emploYment in other directions 
for those men of whom in the end thcv had 
to get rid. 'I' he shortage of monev had been 
made the excuse, but for that shortage the 
Government had been a lot to blame. Now 
that the Government had been successful in 
obtaining money, he hoped the lines which 
had been started but not finished would be 
completed in the yerv near future, and that 
the. unemployed question would be reduced 

1921-4 y 

almost to a mmtmum. He congratulated the 
Commi,,ioner and tbe department on the 
few accidents which had taken place ever 
since the railwavs first wore started in 
QLwensland. which showed that great care 
had hecn pxercised by everybodv. He con
gratulat<>d the Commissioner on the E'"timable 
rPport he had presented to Parliament. 
The rnih,Ta:vs wero a very big concern, in 
•·.hich £47,000,0no "had been invested, and he 
hoped that tbe Commissioner and those 
under him would be <tble to show a decent 
return in the future and not have such 
enormous losses as had occurred during the 
past two years. 

J\-lr. J\JORGAN (Muri!Tu): As years went 
by, his faith in the severance of raihvays 
from political control increased. No g,-,od 
"·ork could be accomplished until the Com
nli~sioncr or Cornmi::sioners \vero free from 
interference by J\finistcrs or any political 
fl" rty that might be in power. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You a-ked 

for it with rega"rd to State Advances Cor
poration. 

:VIr. MORGA"'\: H c asked for no such 
thing-

The SECUET!\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: Your party 
a ked L:r it "·ith regard to tbo railwa2 s, too. 

\Ir. MORGA:"J: Ho had asked for no 
mch thing. He was dealing with this lllatter 
"" nn individual. and from his own point 
of view. l:ntil the railway·I were taken com
rlf"te!;.- ont of tbe control of th: Government 
they would not wccced. It m1·;ht be ncces
sr rv to ha vo n1orc than one Commissioner 
OJlJ)ointcd. hut whether tbey had one Com
rnic·iow'r or more. the object should be to 
Lring t1:8 r!lih\ a~, s to a succe'::,sfu1 issue so 
far as finance was CDnccrncd. In doing that 
there should be no nccessitv to increase fares 
r Illl freights on the ra.ihq;:_: . .;. 

The PRE\riER: \Yonlcl you reduce the 
·~ n ges? 

:\Tr. '110RGAN: Earlier in the se,sion he 
l::.d quoted figures dealing "ith freights 
rhurn-c~J. Those figurt;; hnd been supplied to 
him ~ill 1920 bv the Con"missionc_ for R ,il
wr<vs: but, notwithstanding thett fad. the 
Sc<:rctarv for RaihY,ws had interjected that 
he (J\Ir." M organ) wa"s rnislcadinp- tho Com
mittPc. He (Mr. ;\lorgan) again chalkngod 
the :J!Iinistcr to say that those figures vvere 
r 't in operation to-daY. The J'\linister had 
indulged- in all the ~nutnocuvring that a 
"\lini,tPr could be guilty of, in order to 
prove that something which was black was 
white. The hon. gentleman, in moving tbc 
vote. lLtd picked out figures from a year 
lH·rc and a vear there. He 'vas not in the 
Chamber wli<'n the hon. g"ent!eman spoke. 
but hP lmd been informed that, when the 
l\Iinistcr gave those figures, he was really 
b.ughing at e 1ell1 hin1sclf. 

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Ko. 

}fr. 1\IORGA:!\J: An: one reading tl-e hon. 
f:Ontlc man's speech won le! soe how silly and 
ridieulone tho figures were. He C;,1r. 
"1\1orgcm) had ouoted corLin figure< which 
had been supQlied to bim by the Commis
sioner ir:_ rEc-pcct Df freights on agricultural 
produce, flour. and butter. to port and up 
countrv fOl· 200 miks. 500 milee, and "00 
n'ile". " He had quoted the freight on flour 
ior truck loads to port ftnd from Bri,bane 
''P country. and the Minister had interjcctc:L · 
"You are misleading the Committee." That 
interjection appeared rn all the l'ress, 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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ineluding the· '' Dajl~,· St::Lntlard/' a paper sup~ 
por·ting 1·hc GoYernnlC'I1t, and in "Hansard." 
Tb~:.' hon. ~rpnt1P..-n'ln ~·ndcaYOlU'Pd to show 
th _t ho (:r.Ir. ~\1orp:n,n) 1vas quoting wron~ 
information. and tha.t tho figure• had sine:· 
been altered. He chnllengecl the Mini .ter 
to chow that the figures " .• ,.e not the same 
t-o-clay. 

The SICCRE'f'RY FOR HAIL WAYS: You asked 
a qnc•-tioh, and you got my reply to that 
question. 

:\Tr. MORG \N: Ho had quoted figures 
dealing with true le loads :wd ton loa cls to 
llort Rnd fron1 Brisbane up rountry on butter, 
a.nd oth0r jtcrns, for disL_nces of 200, 500, 
a ne! 800 miles. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULW.\YS : \Yhat 'vas 
~-c,uc r.._LtC'1tion. and ·whr:,t \Ya~ ru, reply? 

l\fr. 1\WRCAl'~: He ha.d asked the hon. 
gerrUc1nan a qu(:_·-,tion. and the rcpl_y GhDI'\'Cd 
lto1v tho hon. gt:ntlenuln \\as endr"a.Voluing 
to mi leacl the Committee. He had a.skcd 
th- h ,n. gentlen:Pnl knoy;,Ting that he \Ya-;; 
right--

The SECRETARY FOH IV~.ILVVAY"~: Knowing 
t1J~ t yon \.Y0r,_ rang. 

:1Ir. ~.IORC. \X: He had asked thc Miniotc•r 
the follo·.ing question:-

" \Yill lw inform the House in what 
direction frei;;_~hts-~' To 110rtc: ' and 'Up 
country'-on a,;;ricultural produc~, flour, 
and butter now operating. differ from 
the rates operating in 1920 ?" 

The Mini .. ter Teplied-
" Smaller quantities than truck loads 

cnt t0 ports (or \Vallangarra) have been 
rcrlucr~d fron1 ' A ' clas.s to ' J\I' class. 
plus 20 per cent. ]\fixed cnnsignmcnts of 
produLe (not including buttcr)-i.e., 
difterc ,t kinds of produc~ from •Jnc 
consignor-an~ 110\V allowed to be loaded 
in one truck to get the benefit of the 
' trur1\: load' rate, which is lo\ver 
than eharf[ing each cla.ss of produc:l 
~~cvarately." 

The ::gnrc's he {::\lr. l\'Iorgan) qnoV'd 1voro 
for truck load~, and not for sn1aller quanti~ 
tic.;:;. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You were 
dealing ''"ith the ,,·hole of the railway 
J,usition. 

:wr. :\IORG,-\N: It did n-ot alter the nasi
lion with respect to flour coming down in 
truck lo~d n~ had distinctly shown, 
''ccording to "Hansa.rd," that he was deal
'"g with flour, and produce genorail.v, in 
truck loads m· ton lob. If butter, flour, 
cl1e,~sc, or other produce W.J.s sent in srnaller 
qnclntities, it would co,t a higher rate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A lower 
rete-that is important. 

Hr. :\IORGAN: "Ham:ud" would show 
that ho ,, as dealin~· with truck lo&ds or ton 
ld-, c nd the :\Iini.,ter had cndeaYourPd to 
rni ]n~d. not only the Committee, but the 
)lfople in the country, by etating that he (:\1r. 
:\lorgan) had quoted wrong figure>. 

The SrcRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I repeat 
that. 

,Mr. liiORGAN :_The fig·:1!os that he quoted. 
wmc~ '\'ere supphed to lnm by the Commis
sioner for Railways in 1920, were in operation 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You a.re try
ing to mislead the Committee. 

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman was 
a past master in that art. 

[ llf r. M organ. 

Tho SECE:~TARY FOR RAIL \l\ A';.'3 : Y on read 
the question and n1y anr-1\'Cr, "nd you "\1ill 
~,~c; that I UIE right. 

Tvi r. I'.IORG--::1~: The hon. gC'ntlornan\:. 
sperch '~Yas the joke of ihe v,·holE) I-lou(.·o and 
the counh·~'· The Prernicr ha.d also quoted 
fig-tn'Cs dealing with £night on producr• in 
\'!eL.riB. and Qnocnsland. but t}-,c; hon. :;entlf·-
1~- Hl had \ ne tPd the "To rwrt" rat-- in&toad 
c;' t-lw " Up country" rate. 'I'lH• "To lJort" 
l'E:te in ~~orno eas< o \vas 100 u~nt. r l1f-.:·1.por 
thnn the "L}p country" There \Verc 
J!('Il. lncmbcrs ovrJOsite representing "trug
t-:lcr in the counlr~, ylt thc~T 1t still and 
nllcYwed th8 C'Juntry rwo11le. such a.s raih\ay 
fc-ttlers and other supporters of the Go' ,orn
n.ent. to be bled "·hite by pa:·ing 1'10 P''r 
cc•nt. more for the nCC:.''·1.ric- of life than 
ihP people in the c.ity. 

1' ir. COLLI~S: You \Yant t0 in,_:rcase faro3 
RrH1 freights. 

l''Ir. ~lORGA?\: ?vir. Hunter, ,~ ho ·_,- , ono
tinY'' mon1ber for ::\Iarar1oa. and now Azcnt
C'-'l'f ral. when in opposition, 1,::..ud to come 
a!cng \Vi~h bis ';hardy ar::.nual" for a reduc
tion in freights on the npcJssaries of life 
tc the cmmtrY di .. trict', itnd he (Mr. l\lorgan), 
ali hongh siit1n;- on tlH~ GoYerJuncnt ":idc of 

·tbc• House, left the Government bmwhc> and 
suppc.ted I"ir. I-Inntcr in his advocnc:,- of a 
rEduction of freights on . uch nee•. 'RR: ies of 
Efe AS oatmc·,tl, j,dns, sugar, and tea.. He 
had been consietcnt itnd honc .. t throughout 
his '"·'wlo political career in that matter. 
The people, just as they could buy c_hied 
fruib at the one price throughout Aw,tralia 
fCS 'wll "' a.t 1Iilclura, should be ablo to 
buv oatrn::aJ and other nece~-;a ries of life 
just a" chc:tply in Charlevillo 's the people' 
in Brisba.n{·, The railwr.v r1 --Ilcit \Vas not 
cau~cd b~v low railv, ay f:feights a.nd fa.•·e.;, 
Lee the r:.ilway freighto c,ncJ hres were 
n(,t 

IYI1·. STOl'FORD: \Yhat is tlw C).uso? 

Mr. ~.IORGA::\": It '""" caused through 
th0 ovor.Jtaft-ing of tht~ ralbxays. }-Ic 1vould 
give the J\rini,ter"s o\\·n figures to proYe his 
contention. Oppcsition 11wn1ber3 had ron
tcnrlcd that the railway' had b~cn oycrstJ,IIt'd, 
and pointed out that .in rnany in2tances thero 
'"ere three mt'll employed where two 'could 
have been suf!1t icnt to do the work. That 
had bN•n his contention all along. He was 
going to u::.~e the J.Iini~~tcr·s own figures. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAJLWA>,,: Use the 
who I o lot. · Go back to 1912 £or the purposes 
of rornpari~on. 

l\Ir. MORGAN: Their contention that the 
railways had been oycrstaffcd was borne 
out b.'c the :!\linister's own .fi,;urc ,. In 1920 
ther" worc 16,823 men employed. and 15.899 
in 1921, or a decrease of 924, showing that 
in that Year th<:: GoYcj_·nment had in some 
""·' y di' pensed ,,-ith 924 emplo:·ee·• In 1920 
there \YC?re 10,443,619 train mjles run, and in 
lc21 +.here were 10,735,723, or an increase of 
292.104. although there were 924 employees 
],~ss. Th1t bore out the contention .of the 
Opposition that the railways were oYer
staffed. 

Mr. STOPFORD : There is k·.; traffic. 

Mr. MORGA::\": If the Minister could 
h · ,-e shown that he ("'1r. Morgan) had misled 
the Committee with regard to that matter, he 
would h,we been glad for the hon. gentleman 
to do so. 

The SErnETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
given me nothing t.o reply to. 



.::upply. [18 OCTOBER.] Supply. 14fll 

;\fr. :\lOHGA:'\: When he had acked the 
11ini?ter prcviou~ly r:.bout the rnatter, he 
had said that he wonld deal with it on the 
Esti1natc-, but ho had not {]one se. 

:;\lr. STOFORD: \Vhv were vou net hero 
v.-hell tho __:"_hn~·~t,r:r sp~;ke? (L~ughtcr.) 

:\Ir. :HORGA:'\: Ask :i\lr. Kirwan. (Laugh
ter.) The rail \:ays 1 ould not be a sue~ 
'c'• u1ttil the political control which was 
t'XCrci: cd ._, t the present ti1ne \vas done 

I-I·~ had c\·crv confidence in the 
1 .. ho1 ... 1 he ;'C'Gognised to be a 

hn \,'8.· on1y a figtu'0hc:_td in 
the Railway Department-he had to do ' hat 
he t >ld bv thP 1\Iinister, vd1o had had no 
exr 'l'he ~\1inistcr n1ight be ju:-t as 
u·0od a J\linistor as he (~11r . .iVIorg .. u) would 
i~Htkc~ho n1L:rrnt nothing p(•rsonal. Th0 

,,-as beiug wu:-tcd, anJ 1va:-:; 
. rcput :tion ~·poilcJ. If b:, any 

he caL-c to be looki1Jg for a. jcb in 
part of the \'' rld, and it "J:O >l10·n1 

that there Y J.S :_t d. :Jcienry o·i: £L700,0JO on 
the Qaecn-lancl ra.ih""·.}vJ, the pcoiJlc there 
would ~av, "Thi3 i·:l lLH the n1<Ul for us; 
h · •,,1s a ~failure in Qnrcn~lur1d." Tlw Coju
lni~:;;loner ns not a, failure. IIo w~u coll1-
pellcd by the present Governrnent~eith~~~r by 
the action of the l\Iinistcr or the C<1binc:
tu do t.ltiugs which \V. re rlet0stablr: to hin1, 
and ·which he knew IYC1'0 not ri .~ht. lf }1,
v .. a~ blo to run the railwr';s in h1-:. owu wH", 
the ,•e '' -Juld Eot be a d >(ic't, and t!wre ,-o.,tld 
bt.~ no nee: -ity to incr(~asc fart> aud freigh.;..". 

There was vcrv little -difference between 
the fare·, and fl~oights in Queen~laDd and 
those in otlv:r Stat -~. The l"ailv. av could 
be nia·dc <oc-lf-~upport~ng il the Con1:ri1i:-'"<:icw.T 
\va-, allo\Yed t·) <'OHlp·~l the ClnployL'{:S to gi'>''~ 

f;_,_ir c1 \York fer a fair .da~,~'s pay. 
Er, 1.',dw-ds that yJOlitic.d influer,ce \Yas 
0\C_ciscd. Ho (:',lr, :\IOir;an) had tra.vcllcd 
through plac2s in every electorate where thou
~uncl3 of pounds had bPc'n F-pcnt through 
political control. At one place near his clec
toratP, in Chinchilla, £5,(}J0 was spent on 
thP eve of an election for CerttJin wo1;l;:: \Yhich 
-..: J.s neither necc~·ary nor uscul. He I\OuLt 
admit that political influence might be 
c, .crted by I he Liberal or Country party, as 
well as by the Labour part -he was not 
putting the \dwle of the blamr- on the 
shoulders of the Labour party-but no ono 
could dPny that political influence of that 
kind IYas being exerted to-clay, ancl the 
sconcr the rn.ilwavs v.·ero ta\cn a\vav from 
political control the bcttc1· it would "be for 
r \'erybody concerned. 

He would like next to dc.rl with cattle 
freights. The ca.ttlc industry ,-as depressed, 
but the Government seemed to be against its 
re-establishment by assisting those engaged 
in the industry. The Government were prc
par·•d to 'acrifice SO<Clething in order to 
a::;si~t the 1V1ount ~Iorgan Con1pany to carry 
011 the miue, but the? were o,-idently not pre
pan•d to assist the stockownors nor the 
cn1ployecs in the industries connected "\vith 
cattle-rai~ing by making a ?;C'ncra.l reduction 
in the freights on stock. \Yhile the Govern
ment had been in power they ha.d incre:t'ed 
the freights on stock by 63 per cent., which 
\Yas an enormous increase. Tho cattle-o\vners 
were paying that much more than they pa.id 
in 1914, 

Mr. GREE:'\ (Townn-illt) : One had only to 
study carefully the reports of the Commis-

sioner for Railways and of thE Auditor
General to realis-2 that from the standpoint 
of a State enterprise the railways had been 

a gigantic failure, Both those 
[2 p.n1.] reports spoke in no uncertain 

tcrn1s in condcn1nation of State 
control of even such a utility as the raihvays. 
They all realised -that on .'Dntimental grounds 
there wore c0rtain ut-ilities >Yhich should be 
controlled by the State or by public bodies. 
The railway systems of QL!Lemknd and other 
State, were such that the [lublic had to pay 
verv d2arl' for sentimcntalitv. The 
fi.1u:ncial pOF.it-ioll jn~licated th~a.t. Th(~ 
Go.-crnment had a monopoly of control, but 
tfL- t nwno;JobT in', oJycd ;, gre tt --1.angor 
that th'' enterprise \You1d be run, not on a 
financial basis, but rad1(r in a slipshod n1an
ncr. \Vh<'ll the Go,-ernmcnt <>ntercd into 
COlll[1l cition Y•it-h out,ide industri<'S thcv had 
to adopt bu.sincs:;like methods, and thc)ro \Vas 
, .trre prol'ability of having a pa~ :.tble prop-Jsi~ 
tion in such cn:,cs than f.t. re was whon a. 
monopc ly vvas held. In ·th? rail way systen1 
they had. a direct n1onopoly. They rcco~;
niscd th. t thev had been faced with " 'Treat 
~nu and sun~oundcd wit.h .dii!lcu1t cireum-

tancc"'. The ccst of n1<.'tterial h;:;d increased 
gTPa:-:y: Lut, cv0n that, taking jnto con
; !dcr:·tion ~h incrca".cd earnings of the rail
way-, did not accouut for the f,nancial 
position t-he:· were in. In 191\-1915 the rail
"·ays showed a surplus of £48,651. In tho 
cn:uing years that surp1u · w.~.'3 gradually 
t.urned into a deflciencv, \vhich h came 
greater with CJ.ch succc .. ding y(: . .tr. In 1916 
the -dPfteiency was £508,000; in 1917, 
£737.COO; in 1918 it jump ·d to ,Cl,028,CJO: 
w 1919 to .£1.421.(00; in 1920 it dec :ca,cd 
slig·htly to .£1,229,000; bu~ in 1921-three 
.n ars after the gr 'at war h· d c"dcd-the-, 
had a deficiency of c£1. 739,000. Tho,,e rail
,,.ay., had been built with monev bonowe-d at 
4 p,•r cent. and 4~ per cent, ~~ow, when th& 
Treasurer VY_as redCQlnin 'I; Tr·: asury bonds, 
ho was offct·mg- 6~ per cent, for 4 per cent, 

vvhile tho price of ij·~uc had co1ne 
fron1 par to £98. The, must realise 

the Fcrious p0sit-ion in ,,·hich' th. raih--ays 
wDuld be placed wh0n ti·c.' had to pay a 
larger amount of intere.;t for the monev thov 
borrovvcd. The railwavs w·oro o·oing 'to be
con1e a burden which V it would lHJ almost 
impos"iblc for th, State to bear, unless they 
wore offieic•ntly managed and economically 
controlled. In the last- vea1· the cost of 
materials had been reduced. Surely nothing 
except b."1 d managen1CLi:· and outside> control 
could cause the deficicncv .to increasP at such 
an alnrrning rate and the rai1wa,,·s bccon1e 
a burden upon eycry citizen of Ule 'state. In 
1914-1915 the railwavs sho" -d a return of 
£3 16s. 7d. per cent· .. which had dropped 
down to the insignificant amount of 9s. 9d. 
per cent. last year, notwithstanding -the fact 
that the earnings in 1920-1921 were the 
large·, t the railways had ever had .in the 
history of t.he State. Th •v were £5 279 412-
an inrrea·--e over the 1;rocedina 've~r of 
£319.262, and over those of 1819:1920 of 
£1.979.553. The Minister advanced some 
reasons for ,(he g-reat deficiency during the 
past year. He stated it. was clue largely 
to the ,,,t.1te of the oversea. markeh affecting 
the transport of prime ry productc,, and the 
fact of the mines clo.,ing up aff0cting the car
riage of their mineral wealth, The corollary 
to that, if they looked at the report of the 
Commissioner for Railw<1ys, was the fact that 

.Jh. (he en] 
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pract.ically every branch of the revenue la•·.t 
year showed an increase. 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS: I did not 
say that. I said that the comparatively low 
freights and fares, and the incr·case of wages, 
fuel, and material, were causes of the deficit. 
I was referring particularly to the ii rst three 
months of this financial ye.1r. 

:\Ir. GREEN: A large quantity of material 
during the last twelve months ha-d been 
reduced considerably in price. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So:-no of it 
was purchased at an increase of 400 per cent. 
on pre-war prices. 

Mr. GREEN: Not on the prices of the 
preceding y·> ar. They all knew that the 
pricn of iron, oils, and other materials had 
been reduced during the lae.t two years com
pared with the price during the ''"ar pJriod. 
The•· found every branch oi revonu' s;:owed 
an increase, Tcith the exception of sheep and 
metals. On the whole, the railways had 
cnjm·ed a proeperoue } ·ar in 1920-1921. The 
::\llimster stated that a reason for tho 
deficiency was that -tho department was charg
ing low rates. The hon. member for J\Iurilla 
controverted the Minister's statement in con
nection with that matter, and perhaps the 
hon. member knew more about the long 
·distance carriage of goods than he (:\Lr. 
Gr :en) did. But, on looking at the Commis
sioner's rr>port, he found that in the majority 
of cas, s Que.Jmland did not show· to adYan
tago in that respect compare-d with other 
States in Australia. ~-\!though the depart
ment had received a greatly increa• .-d 
revenue, in spite of the economy \Yhich they 
had been told had be<:'n eftcded, they had 
not made anv ad...-,~ance ·to"\vards catching up 
to t-he drift t!,at had taken place in connec
tion with the Raiway Department during the 
last four of five years. It was the duty of 
the Committee to look at some of the reasons 
for the increased cost and to sec how true 
economy could be carried out. In another 

· speed1 he had stated that true economy did 
not always consist of dispensing with tb, 
services of emploYees, and he still held that 
view. True ccon~orny generally consi, ~rd in 
having an efficient serYice, an efficient plant, 
and in having effici-ent rolling-stock, and 
that, to a large extent, -,vas '"here the rail
wavs were wanting at the present time. vn 
pag·o 29 cf his report·, the Commissioner for 
Railvmvs said-

"~ Ovving to the increased "\Va~c.:l and cost 
of fuel, it is not profitable to run low
powered and obsolete engines over lines 
<.:apable of carrying heavier engines, con~ 
sequently any new engines built will tPnd 
to more economical working in tho 
future.'' 

Th large co>t of running the railway sy"tem 
of the StatJ was due to the nndition of the 
rolling-stock at the present time. In the 
Nmth trains often were late because of 
breakdowns. That meant overtime had to 
be paid, and it also meant that. they were not 
getting an efficient serYice from the rolling
etork. It would pay the Stat-: handwmely 
to sec that the rolling-stock was put into an 
cffir'iont. state-. 

The SECRETARi' FOR l:tAILWAYS: \V" ha,·e a 
VGry largo number of engines under order 
now. 

Mr. GREEN: After incurring a -deficit of 
£6.500,000, they found it was necessary to 

i illr. Green. 

buy new cngi,tcs in order that they should be 
in a pos1tion to work the railw" , efficiently. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'They have 
bc-_·n oa order a long tin1c. \Vc could not get 
the matGrial. 

~fr. GREEN: If the railway workshops 
\Vcrc brought int·o an efficient state, rncn 
cou\rl be employe-cl profibbly in the con
strw:tion of engines and in brin::;;ing the 
whole railwac· plant into go-od condition. At 
one period the Korth rn Railway was the 
moot payable railway in t.hc whole of Aus
tralia, but nov,, it was getting into the san1e 
posi' ion as a majority of other linos in the 
State. It was not no'' a pa"·able proposi
tion, and, fr.o1n all appearances, it y;as not 
likely to be so. There \Vf!.s a !!·em ·nclous 
~'X',t:>nditurc on coal, and, if the Bowen Coal
fieids Railway had been pushed on and com
,,leted as it should have been twelve months 
~~;o, th re would have been a saYing ?f 
f· '3 000 in freight on eo:. I alone, and, m 
addi'ion, that lin0 would have become a 
llaYab!c proposition, and the coal would have 
b• ;n a vailablo to ot.her indu·-trics in Northern 
Q.< ·nsland. Probably the Secretary for 
Railwavs would sav that he could not push 
on with the construction of that railway 
bccau" he had not the· money, and because 
a certain ddegation prevented the Govern
ment from getting it. He would point out, 
hoY;evcr, that the Government last year spent 
n1ore 1nonev than had C"'."Pr bePn spent in one 
yc•ar pre~·iously. T.he:c spent almost 
£21,000.000 from consohdat.ed revenue, Trust 
Funds, and Loan Funds. 

The CHAIR:\1AN: Order! The hon. mem
ber \\'ill not be in order in pursuing that _li~1e 
of argument. lie lLlUft deal ·with the adn11n1s~ 
tratim1 of the department. 

::VIr. GREEN: He was sho·ving that a sm·
ing ('ould haYc been effected by cutting: out 
shipping fr ights on coal. 

The SEc RET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: The C'abin< c 
decicld on that policv !his Inorning. 

1\Ir. GREEX: He was pleased to haYP thct 
infonnatlon, and he hopc·d th~ GoYerr~r1cnt 
would comnlcte thr> North Coa:•t Ho.dw '·Y 
verv quiekl~-. and also the co:mertion "ith 
Pr~serpin . · 'The> Minister, also. as a furt-her 
excuse for the lar!!'e deficit. a-dYocr.ted that 
the railwavs should bo free, and the hon. 
v ember for Leichhardt also said he was 
ftrongl·v in favolll' of f'·ce rai]wa:vs., F~.ee 
ra ilwaJ:S v, as a pt~re fallacy. as th- re \_'-as 
nothing frb' in tlus \VJrlcl. For everything 
the-- Q'Ot they had to pay in some wa::. and 
t<> ~ay that they shouk) have free ra1lwaj"' 
'~·a·, Dn ah~olut(~ absurchty. Son1conc \YOU d 
ha n to pay for it. The statement that edu
cation \vas fre; was also an ab~urd1ty, as 
comrrme had to pay for it. Members of t!w 
Govf'rnn1cnt \Yould no donht say that t·nO 
cw,t would be borne by the few, bnt they 
could not put the expenditure on to tlw few. 
The l-Jlud n would ultin1ately re;;:t on every 
in·di vidt~al, \Vhether he \VHR a w·orkcr or not·. 
Ii the amount earned bY the Railway Depart
ment was taken from the consolidated 
rPvenue~ ho\V were thev going to n1ake it up? 
'The revenue could oillv be maintained by 
additional taxation, and. that. additional taxa
tion would fall upon a certain section of the 
f'Ominnnity, and that Sf'('tion would naturally 
pa"' it on to the others. EYentually th · 
burden would be borne by all, and perl1aps 
would unjustly press on the shoulders of 
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those who did not require the railways. At 
the present time, they took that out of a 
total of 23,839 persons who paid land tax; 
16,.653 were on country land, and, if the 
railways ,v·cre n1ade free, it wonld mean 
that· those persons would be asked to carry 
an additional burden in order to provide fr, B 

railways for other people in the State. Of 
those who paid income tax, 38 per cent. were 
farmers and pastoralist•, who were engaged 
jn developing th~ backblocks, and they, also, 
would have to pay additional taxation in 
order t.o provide free railways. They were 
the very ones who could not pass the tax on to 
others. They were the ones who were penal
i~e~ over and over again, 'vhile those in the 
c1t10s who would have to pay an extra 
amount would naturally pass the tax on. 
So they would find that at. least 80 per cent. 
of the amount that '" ould be required from 
direct taxation to n1aintain the railwa v J 

would ultimately have to be borne by the 
\Yorking men of the St.ato. Yet thev had 
men talking such absolute drivel as -" free 
raihvays." 

They owed much to their industries with 
rc<pect to the freights paid to their rail
way•_., An hon. member on the Opposition 
side had been attacked for having had some
thing to do with the establishment of the 
Darra Cement IV arks. The Secretarv for 
Railways, or anyone else connected with the 
railways, should be the last to attccck any 
man for having had anything to do with the 
cstablishmcnt of such works. Bosidcs assist
ing the railwa;c revenue, they had been of 
untold benefit to the local authorities and 
the Gov~rrnncnt in carrying out their works, 
and, vnthout them, great uncrnployn1ent 
would han~ resulted from the shortage of 
cement. He had gone to the trouble of find
ing out that the railwa 0 freight paid by the 
company \Yas as folio\\,:-

From Oct .. 1915 to Julv. 1916 £2.2'18 
From .July, 1916 to June, 1917 • £3,696 
From ,July, 1917 to Jur:c, 1918 £8-413 
From July, 1918 to June, 1919 £9,06', 
From July, 1919 to June, 1920 £14,812 
From July, 1920 to June, 1921 £20,596 

From 1918 to 1921 they al ·o paid in freight 
on coal, vvhich v1 a,r;: included, of course, 111 

thc contractor/ price, £7,380. So that the 
works had been a benefit to the State in 
every respect, and, instead of trvino- to de
tract from the credit due to the· ho~. mem
ber for Oxlcy, they chould commend him as 
a benefactor, and be grateful that thev had 
such broad-minded, l.msinesslikc man to help 
the prosperit:. of the State. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::\ES (TT-ancick): The 
11inistcr, in introducing the voto, remarked 
that a surplus \Vas not nccessarilv a Yirtue 
and a deficiency \Vas not ncC('S~ar.~lv a vice, 
and he followed that up with the ~tatement 
that, after all, they depended upon circum
stances and upon the policy follmved. It 
would be as well to know from the 1\:Iinister 
or. s.ome oth~r authoritative person on th~ 
}1Imstcnal s1dc, just what the policv had 
been or was intended to be. There was 
ample proof that it had not been of a con
structive but rather of a destructive nature. 
If the latter was intended, no doubt very 
great success had attended the efforts of the 
party in power. The hon. gPntleman at 
another stage of his specch said that mem
bers on the Opposition side had not proved 
that the management of the railwavs was 
unsatisfactory; but he proposed to show thai 

his o"-n argument '.Yas a direct and forcible 
condemnation of the present administration 
of the railways, In order to prove how fatis
factorv was the adminic•r"tion of the rail
ways,-the hon. gentleman stated that, whilst 
the number of employees in 1920 was 16,283 
in 1921 it was only 15,899-a decrease of 
924-and in order to show that they did more 
work than their predecessors in 1820, he 
said that the train miles in 1920 numbered 
10,433,619, and in 1921 10.735.723, or an in
crease of 292.104. Ho said that the figures 
were sirnply astounding, and E0rn1cd to call 
npon member- on the Opposition side to 
join in his astonishment. They were not 
astonished, but they were surprised that any 
hon. member should ask the country to 
believe that that kind of thing was proof 
that the administration of the rail ways had 
been wise and strong. The statement of the 
Minister was, in fact, a shocking common
tar.' on the mismanagement of the raih-ays. 
Ju>t imagine the Railway Department hav
ing to wait six years to realise that there 
were too many men in it and that they were 
not doing too much work ! · 

A GOVEHNMEKT MniBEH : \Vho said so? 

Mr. G. P. BAR::'\ES: The Minister for 
Railways himself said so. He made use of 
the argument in another direction_ He was 
making use of it in the only true direction. 

The SECHETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: You forget 
just one fundamental point-that they are 
not working full time now. 

Mr. G. P. BAR;\IES: The hon. gentleman 
was trying to sidetrack his argument, He 
(J\Ir. Barm ·) \Yas dealing v·ith the position 
as at the end of June last, whereas the 
::V1inister, by his interjection, was dealing 
with the position as at the pre<<mt time, 
which was altogether a different matter. 
They knew that certain economic<. ha.d 
recently been effected and a big endea
vour made to put things on a bcltrr basis; 
but the ::Vlinistcr had simp]~,' proved the 
adrninistration of the presc'nt GoYcrnmcnt 
had been bad and fatal to the good of the 
community, and that it had taken them six 
years to n-21i~e that very obvious fact. 
He was delighted to hear what had been 
·'1id thf, other night by the hon. member for 
Brcmer on the matter of apprenticeship. 
He hoped the Government would take notice 
of what had been said from that side of the 
Chamber. Again and again thev had 
realised what it m('ant that the yo;:,ths of 
their land were debarred from finding em
ployment as skilled workers. There were 

many men to-day who had lost 
[2.30 p.m.] the opportunitv of becoming 

craftsmen or tradcsn1en. Those 
opportunities had gone by simplv because of 
the conditions fostered bv the Government of 
the day. Those men had not had an oppor
tunity of learning the trades they should 
have learned. The whole thing had been a 
failure. and it was to be hoped that in 
caucus and in the quiet of the Cabinet room 
Ministers would read and re-read the wav 
in which thcv been castigated by the hori. 
member for Bremer. An apprentice strtrted 
work to-day in the Ipswich railway work
shop· .. at £1 5s. 6d. per week. No apprentice 
was v. orth that amount to start with. Just 
imagine the wear and tear on the part of 
the superiors in order to make that youth 
fit for the work he was doing! :'\a appron
tice in such a sphere of life at the age of 
sixteen years could po:;sibly be worth 

ilfr. G. l'_ H(lnu-s. j 



[ASSE:\fBL Y.} Supvly. 

£1 5. . 6d. The wagP< during the ·."hole 
period of apprenticeship •.vore-

£ s. d. 
First vear .. 1 5 6 
Second year 1 9 6 
Third year 1 18 0 
Fourth vear 2 10 6 
Fifth ye:~r 3 12 6 

In other >vorcls, at the time he finished his 
npprcntice·hip he succeeded in obtaining a 
wage hero probably his father had to leave 
otf. It was perfectly impo.siblc to run a 
eoncern oconon;.ically and sutisfactoriiy under 
condition3 of that kinJ. rrho whole uvvard 
systen1 in connection with the raihYays ·was 
"\vorking ill for the countr,)'. ~11._ lad entering 
the clerical divi~ion '·)nlL..Icnced ~at £70 per 
annum. With the training that a l.Jov had 
to rcr~cive he was not \'1 orth that i: tl~rv to 
.conunonce vvith. " 

Mr. Dt:NSTAN: vYhat would the boy say 
_you ,~·ere worth? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He started in life 
earning 6s. a week. He thought it wa•. GuJfi. 
cient, and probably it •vas suflieie11t under 
tho conditions under which he lived: and he 
supposed that many men started >vith a great 
deal less than that. The raihvavs were not 
a paying conecrn because the "Governrncnt 
had allowed tho management to pass from 
thmr hands mto the hands of the unions 
which at every turn h<td fo,.tered high 
awards, and amounts wore being paid to 
youths which they could never return to the 
community. A lad porter 'ms more likely 
to earn the amount given to him than a 
young clerk or a lad learning a trade in the 
lpswich railway workshops. ~.\. lad porter's 
wages commencing at fifteen yeats of age 
were-

£ s. d. 
First year .. . 1 2 6 
Second year 1 8 6 
Third year 1 16 6 
Fourth year 2 2 6 
:B'ifth year 2 8 6 
Sixth year 2 14 6 
Seventh year 3 0 6 

and 14s. 4d. per day on attaining the age 
of twenty·one years. He would say distinctlv 
and clear!:: that the railways could no't 
stand that charge; it was altogether exces
sive. They might get an occasional lad who 
would earn it, but the bulk of the young 
fellows could not give a return of 14s. 4d. 
per day to the department. There was no 
special report in the Commissioner's report 
o': in the Auditor·General's report dealing 
w1th . the Ipswich workships. He thought 
that It should be treated as a private enter· 
prise. vYhy had it not been treated as a 
separate unit? There was no man in the 
land who could give any information what
ever as to . whether the Ipswich workshops 
were a paymg concern or not. The chances 
were that, because the great bulk of the 
money was charged to the Loan Fund 
everyone was content to remain in icrnor~ 
ance; but he object<>d to the Loan Fund 
being increased year by year by the pxccssive 
losses that must be made at the Ipswich 
workshops. The Committee should insist on 
a separate balance·sheet and report being 
submitted in connection with the work 
carried out there. When he was at the 
workshops last there wore 1,500 or 1,600 men 
employed, and yet the Committee had to 
remain in complete ignorance as to whether 
the shops were 11aying or not. The Commis· 

[Mr. G. P. Barnf'. 

sionor, in his report, m.,de wme slight refer
ences to the shops. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The cost of 
raihvay engjnes turned out thoro con1p~res 
favourably ·,yi'th the cost of locomotives 
turned out by other workshops. 

Mr. G. P. DARJ'\ES: 'That should be men
tion,.d in the report. 

The S:.CRETARY FOil H.AILWAY3: You arc re
flecting upon the Co1nrni::..:Jioner novv. 

::\'Ir. G. 1'. BAR:\ES: He was reflecting 
on the Administration of the present day 
and of other da0 ·. They should bring about 
a condition of thing" that would enable the 
country to know the conditions that existed. 

Mr. YVINSTAXLEY: vYhy did you not ask 
fm· that when your party were in power? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vYe are 
following the policy th:t t your GoYernmont 
adopted. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\ES: The hon. gentleman 
was perpetuating it. In these daJ 3 of abso
lute economy when the present Government 
\Vero running on to the rocks and their 
administration was bad, scu·oly the_, conld 
havo giv'-n son1o consideration to a 1natter 
of that kind. He would like to take the 
l'v1inister to task in connection with railway 
freights. Ho understood the hon. gentleman 
to say that in Victoria the freights on agri· 
culturlll produce and butter had increased 
18 per cont., and there had been practically 
no increase in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For this 
financial year. 

1\Ir. G. P. BAH.:\ES : He declined to deal 
with that period. The Committee was not. 
c!Paling with the present year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I was deal
ing with last year. Do not misrcpre,ent me. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES: The hon. gentleman 
was dealing with the Estimates for last year. 

The Sr;,cRETARY FOR AGRICCLTl'RE: You go 
back hventy years sometimes. 

The SrcCRETARY FOR R.uLw,ns: I made a 
Pomparison for a period of five years, and 
then made a supplementary reference to the 
increase in \:--ictoria in .January last. 

Mr. G. P. BAH.~ES: This was what the 
hon. gentleman said-

" Take South Aush·alia, under Tory 
Administration. An article in the 'Daily 
::\Iail' of 27th January, 1921, stated-

The Rail,•av Commi•,ioner intimate" 
that from 1st February railway freights 
and fares will be increased by 16~ per 
cent. 

In Victoria, where there was a f'o·callecl 
sympathetic administ1·ation for the 
farmoi'S. they had increases in frc·ights 
amounting in the case of agricultural 
produce and butter to 18 per CPnt. vYas 
it not better to have a slight deficiency 
in Queensland?" 

The hon. gentleman was dealing with the 
past, and nDt with the current year. He >vas 
going to show that, whil5t the Minister 
appeal eel to be sad at heart on a<count of 
what was being done in ·victoria, through 
the in1position of an 18 per cPnt. increasE', his 
own GoYernment had increased railway 
freights. They ha,d increased the freight on 
maize for a short distanc.e by 200 per cent., 
anJ he wDuld g·ive the respective increases for 
other distances. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For what 
period? 
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: From 1915, when the 
Government took office, to the end of last 
:·ee.l'. There was not a particle of sincerity 
in tho hon. g·cntloman'o statement of sym
pathy with the farmers, e.nd his eulogy of the 
Queenslm.:I Government as compared with 
that of \7"ictoria. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR RATLW.\YS: Do you 
advocate the incrc:.;c:e of fares and freights? 

:\1r. G. P. BAI:C'i'E·j: Ho w •s dealing· 
\Yith the ?.Iinistcr's cxprc",sion of syrnpathy 
with tho agricu1turistB. If h~ haJ tin1e. he 
would hm~ that there was no one who ·had 
been troab·d oo unfairlv as that •.cction of the 
community. The Go~-crnrnrnt n1ight give 
every consideration in regard to raihvay fares 
in the city and suburbs, but they had not 
considere•l the man in the country. The fol
lowing table showed the old anJ nc~~y rates 
of freight on maize and wheat:-

Miles. :J.Iaize~ I :.Wajze- \ Wheat-
1
1 Wheat~ 

Old ltate. :'few Rate.! Old Hate. ~ew ltate. 

-----~~--.-.d. i--s. d. --.-d. 
1 to I? .. . 1 6 4 6 i 1 6 ~ 3 

, lo l 9 5 l 9 3 6 

:: ~g 2 I I' ~ ~ ~ : ! 
,3'5 36 7 36 -t7 
, 40 3 ll ,, 3 11 4 ]() 
,45 441 93 44 54 
, ~.£ 4 10 I 9 Jl 4 10 5 n 
, OD 5 3 10 6 5 3 6 3 

I 

There v.-ols another direction in whic-h the 
consumer in the countrv was affected. The 
mineral cla~s rates had been increased as 
follows :-Clasc M. from 12s. 6cl. to 14s. 4d .. 
or equal to 9 per C<'nt.; class A, from 18s. 8-d. 
to £1 2s. ld., or 10 per cent.; clato B, from 
£1 13s. 3d. to £2 Os. 4d., or 20 per cent.; 
merchandise-class 1, from £2 13;;. 1d. to 
£3 3s. 10d., or an increase of 20 per cent. ; 
class 2, from £3 19s. 7cl. to £-1 15s. 4d., or 17~ 
pot· cent. ; class 3. from £5 9s. 5d. to £6 10s. 
7d., or an increase of 20 per cent. 

The men to \vho1n he v;as going to n::fer 
now were those v;; he took up a certain class 
of work in their hour of neE>d-woodcutters. 
\ lot of people turned their attention to get

ting a truck of \vood vYhen tirrH::5 \voro bad 
and sending it into the town. How had the 
department treated them? The old rate for a 
large cight-Yvhcele·d wr,g·on for 10 n1iles ·was 
Ss. 3d., and it had been incr~ased, with a 
terminal charge of 1s. 6d., to 18,:., or 135 per 
cont. The Government were attacking the 
very man n ho wanted a helping hand. For 
20 miles the old rate was lls. lld .. and the 
new rate, with a terminal charge of jo, 6d., 
brought it up to 19s. 4d.-in other words, a 
slight increase of 60 per cent. It was not fair 
to pick out certain individuals and impose an 
exc£'ssive inc1·easo like that. The charge 
mig-ht not be too great-there were many 
charg·o·· \Yhich might be too low-but to single 
out men \YllO had to do hard work in the 
hour of extremity was not fair. That was all 
b:,- way of preface to what he wished to say. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. CORSER (lJ1lTnctt): AnYone who took 
an interest in railway matters must have 
be8n surprised at the attitude of the Minister 
in trying to build up a case in support of the 
present administration of the department, 
when he was responsible for bringing it into 
the peculiar financial position which now 
existed. He had no hesitation in saying that 

the maladministration in the department was 
du•J to political control. He was not going 
to boo;t the Commi"ioner up, but he would 
giyo hin1 the ('redit 1vhich IYUS dne to hin1. 
U thc:v were to give their opjnion of the 
JHP·d~nt Cornn1i~~ioner, they would very prob. 
ablv find that ho would be 1·elievc·cl of his 
job~ lwfore very long, :'O they IVf're no! going 
to aHack hitn by supporting him. (l,o\·ern
tncnt laughter.) Thc:v~ were fortunate in 
h ... ving a ~nan like thB present Cornn1issioncr, 
and he hoped that the timn was not far dis
t'tnt \vhcn an altered poliry of r.ailway 
rnruwgcment ·would pcnnit of the bu.~inesB 
control of the department free from political 
infhwnr,c. That will come onry \orith a change 
of Government. 

The SECHLTARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat about 
the State Advancu Corporation? You c!id 
not use that argument in connection with the 
Comn1issioner of the Savings Bank. 

1\-Ir. CORSER: The GovcrnmeCJt put an 
l: ndrr Secretary from the Trea -ury in that 
position-an officer who generally held a 
pretty tight grip on the finances. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You objected 
to the principle of his being above the 
control of Parliament. 

:Y!r. CORSER: He had objected to the 
principlB of a man being taken from the 
Treasury Department, of all departments in 
tho State, and placed at the head of an 
Advances to Settlers Ba.nk. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Didn't your 
parh ask me to exercioe politit'al influence 
in reference to gatehouses? 

l.Ir. CORSER: No. He challenged the 
Minister to read the ldter that he had 
received from the Country party. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I will read 
it. 

Mr. CORSER: He hoped the Minister 
would. He would see that it was a protest 
from the party against the administration 
of the Railway Department, which all the time 
appeared to bo direct"d towards inflicting 
hardship upon country people. There were 
gatehouses in their country districts that the 
l\Iinister was deciding to clo "e. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: :\' ot the 
:Mini,ter at all. 

Mr. CORSER: The gatehouses were to 
be closed, inconveniencing- country people 
and taking away the only public servant 
most country people had. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhy did 
you not g0 to the Commissiont:r? 

Mr. COR,l3ER: The hon. gentleman could 
not say that he (:Mr. Corser) had seen him 
in regard to the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your party 
did. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman admit
ted that he (Mr. Corser) had not don0 so. 
It seriouslv a.ffected his district, and he went 
to the Commissioner, YVith the result that 
it was found that those gatehouse; \\ere 
producing an amount of revenue. 

Mr. DDNSTAN : Did any of your party go 
to the Minister? 

Mr. CORSER: The letter which the 'Ylinis
ter receiv2d protesting against the policy of 
the Government was sent bv the leader of thB 
Oppooition on behalf of the party, complain
ing of the policy of the department. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: It went 
further; it asked for reconsideration. 

Mr. Cor8er.] 



1496 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. CORSER: It complained of the policy 
of the department, which appeared always 
to be to inflict hardship upon country people 
to the advantage of those living in the city. 
The Minister had made some statements 
that required attention, and it was just as 
well that they should be given a little atten
tion. In a general tatemont, the hon. gentle
man referred to a table of increases 111 the 
rail way charges in the various States. HB 
endeavoured to make it clear that he was 
referring to the increased charges which had 
been put upon the people in the varimis 
States, and it wonld almost go to show that 
Queensland was charging an increa·· e of only 
44 per cent., whilst other States were up to 
70 per cent. and 80 per cent. 

ThB SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Average 
increases. 

At 2.54 p.m., 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. CORSER: They 'rerc the average 
increas{'"' in railway revenue. The hon. 
gentleman read them as though he were 
referring to the increase in the cost of trans
port over the railways. 

The SEcRETARY fOR RAILWAYS: I had two 
statements there. 

Mr. CORSER : \Vhen they analysed the 
statement, they found that the Minister had 
taken certain increases in r.-!rtain State,, and 
set then1 against certa-ill incrLaS('' in Queens. 
hnd. If they went back to 1914-15~whieh 
was the first vear of this Government's admin
ittration~an~l compared it with 1920-21, they 
would find that in 1914-15 th·: tonnage in 
respect of all agrieu:tural prodnce \vas gre:1ter 
than it had been last vcar, while in 1920-21 
the rt':'eipts were COI;siclerably n1ort', the 
increa ,c iu freight;, sho,vn bc,ing actua]ly 
60 per cent. on tlH._':-0 comnloditiP.-; alone. The 
Minist. r had made general statements. but 
had not told them where to finci the figures 
or how he had ,:0mpiled thcrn. 

The SE"RETAHY FOR RAIL\VAYS: Thc7 were 
obtni!"led ho:n the Con1rnis:-ion,,r, 

:\Ir COHSER : 'l'hev ,-ere not in th: C m
r.::li&sioner's rc·port. The infer{_ ne~ t\c l\finis
tcr wished them to tnkr>~the.t Quecnshncl had 
n<Jt increased its freight.3 a110 fares-was not 
a fact. Three times clurin~ the pn"ent Go
vernment's tenure of offic" the frcightJ a.nd 

fares had been increased. In 1913-14, the 
agricultural produce carried amounted to 
830,738 tons for a re,·enuo of £244,890, or 
5s. per ton. In 1914-15, 876,621 tons were 
carried for a revenue of £264,036, or 6s. per 
ton. In 1919-20, they had only 754,164 tons 
carried, for a revenue of £349,669, or 9o. 
3~d. per ton. 

ThB SECRETARY fOR RAILWAYS: You are 
not preYing anything by that. \Vhat alxJUt 
the distances? 

Mr. CORSER: These figures were at the 
rate per ton, and they were the same figures 
as were used bv the C.Jmmissioner. In 1920-
21, they had 843,925 ton. carried for a total 
revenue of £421,912, or 10s per ton. That 
was an incroas,~ on a.gricultur:1l p1~oduce 
alone during the regime of the present Go
verm~ent, of 60 per cent. The figures he had 
quoted for 1913-14 and 1914-15, would be 
found on page 9 of the Commis· ioner's 
report for 1914-15; and the other figure 
would be fonnd at page 26 of the- re[JQrt of 

the Commissioner tabled a few 
[3 p.m.] days ago. 'rhose pages showed that 

on agricultural produce a!one, 
during the present Government's ter.n of 
office, they had increased freights by 60 per 
cent. 

Mr .. DUKST.\K: Nothing of thB sort. 
Mr. CORSER: That was the lJommis

sionN's own compilation. BetwBen 1914-15 
and 1920-21 there wa- a decrease of 32.696 tons. 
and an increa~,e in reYenuo of £157,876-4 
per cent. lee,, tonnage, and an increase of 60 
per eBnt. all round in produce charges. In 
rcrrard to liYc ~tock---another eflsential in 
thEs country--

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: \Vo have the 
lo'.rcst heights in Australia. 

Mr. CORSER: There had been a hic:hc1 
increase in freights than in any countr.v 1n 
t.he y,-orld. :\'o countrv had dared to p:1t u11 

,tock the increas•' after inCl'ea' c that the 
present Government had placed on it, and 
placed on jt be:..ause the~v h:-td a "fi~~t, )' 
agttinjt the n'cn ·who \YCrc rai:.;;ing stock, anc: 
'•'- ho "\YC'l'C Sllppcsed to ha\'! br~u} •Join~ ·wrJ] 
during the last yc::tr or two~the s·J-called beef 
barons-·j·-ho. tht GoYcru1nc:nt wrre pleased 
to kno\v, \Ye re down n t tlF~ prPs·;"!1t tiiYl('. 
During .a time of pl{~nt.·· with then1 thl Gn· 
vernn1cnt increased freig-hi.·, on every possible 
opportunity, as the follO\ring table, giving 
tlw nurnbers of live :stock ('arried, would 
sho"\v :-

LIYJ•; STOCK. 

I I 

I 8heep. ll 
Revenue from Revenue from Horses. Cattlet. Pigs. Live Stock. Wool. 

'---~---~---
£ £ 

1914-15 79,226 

57,596 

&31, 758 

660,175 

2,900,070 

1 

225,5b9 535,880 272,\ 28 

1920-21 1,[63,750 175,393 7lc,14I 3SS,27o 

That table showed that there was a "l<'crc'l;;e 
of 21.630 in the number of horses, a decre''BC 
of 162.283 in the number of cattle, a decrease 
of 1.237.320 in the number of sheep, a decrease 
of 150,196 in the number of pigs carried, and 
an increase of £179,261 in the freight charged 
on those stock. In 1914-15, the amount uf 
wool carried totalled 77,854 tons; an•l in 
1920-21. the amount c:trried was 66.147 tons, 
O!' 11,707 tons le,,s; and yet there was a 
tremendous increase in the amount of revenue 
received for the carriage of that commodity. 

[Mr. Gorser. 

In regard to maize, the increase in freight 
had been 200 per cent. for short distances, 
and it was the short distances that affected 
the small man most. The l'remicr the other 
day deceived the Committee by quoting the 
lowest figures in Queensland as against the 
other State·o, and took, in support of his argn
m<Jnt, special freights to the nearest port and 
eomparcd them with the general freights on 
railways in the othBr States, and tried to 
show how favourable the Queensland freights 
were as compared to the other States. He 
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(Mr. Corser) protested against the adminis
tration of t,ho GDvernn1cnt in not <.:on1plcting 
raihYay" that \YCre under construction. rrhe 
State owcJ "' dutv to the settlers in the 
Proston dictrict. 'i'hcy had no fr.oights and 
fans ut all there, although the~ sottlod in 
that district on the distinct undcr,tanding 
that a raihvav would be !milt. A Labour 
l\Iinister went 'there five years ~~go and turned 
the fir;jt sod. The raihvav wa_. started five 
months afterwards, but t'hose people wen 
still waiting for the rajhvay, and if the 
I\1inistcr. now that money was available, 'Yas 
not going to build such railways as that. 
then the sooner the GoYernmcnt got out the 
better. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It will havo 
very careful consideration. 

::\Ir. COR SEE: Other railways Y. ~re pa"sr d 
in 1914 that r<Jceived careful consideration, 
anJ eight of them had not been stuted yet. 
A predocf ssor of the Minister elainkd that 
there were 3.400 more men employed in the 
R:j]..,.ay Department--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ='!o. 

Mr. CORSER: The statement appeared 
in " Hansard., 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Will you 
produce it? 

:\fr. CORSER: Will you denY th>1t he made 
that statement? " · 

The TEMPORAllY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Tlw hon. member must addro•s his remarks 
to the Chair. 

:\1r. CORSER: When the Government went 
to the countn- they said that there vYould be 
no retrcnch!.YIPnt_._that there would be no 
need for retrenchmcnL But what held han
pened? It would be news to manv to learn 
that thcv hr!d retrenched ~ome 810 or more 
in the Railway Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR RULWAYS: :\fot at all. 

Mr. CORSER: On the 1\iini-ter's own 
ftgurcs the~r had retrenched 92-'1-. 

The SECRET.mY FOR R-ilL WAYS: That in
c1uded rmignations and deaths. 

:'>ir. CORSER : Some of them were asked 
to re ~ign; and in other ,departments some 
of the Clnp]oycrc; vverc nsked to resign, 
althoug·h they had not reached sixty years of 
age, and t~1e Government \Yore compelling 
them to resign. 

The SECRETARY FOR RuLw.,YS: Mention 
one l 

Mr. COESER: The staff clerk in the Edu
cation De,)ar\ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ask the 
Secretary for Public Instruction about that. 

:\1r. CORSER : If the Minister wa' satis
fied that the railways were being run 
economically and in a businesslike way, he 
would never satisfy the Opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
not ask for politic<LI interference. 

Mr. CORSER: They did not. They had a 
right to ask the Minister to do certain things 
for country districts. That was all that was 
done. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
gu to the Com1nissioner. 

Mr CORSER: They had been to the 
Comi~issioner, and it was their right to wnte 
to the l\Jinister. 

JYir. MORGAN (:lfurilla): He would like to 
make a special app~o<Ll on beh_alf of the 
cattle-raisers of Queensland. Figures sup
plied in reply to questions showed th>:t the 
mttle conveyed on the Queensland railways 
dL;ring the last six years were-

" Y car ending 30th June-
1914 646,924 
1915 834,711 
1918 730,396 
1919 552,422 
1920 641,927 
1921 669,475 .. 

On "" previous occasion he had quoted figures 
to show that the freights on cattle had m
creased by 63 per cent. since 1914 ; and now 
that the industrv "•JS down and out and 
cattle were selling more cheaply than in 
191~ the Government should take off that 
63 per cent. and. allow them to rail_ their 
cattie at the frc1.q-hts m existence: pnor to 
1914. The Minister, and, he behaved, the 
Government generally, must re<Liise that there 
had to be a reduction in overhead charges. 
If the Government could not take off 63 per 
c•.1nt., let them t<Lke off 50 per cent, or 25 
per cent., or 30 per cent. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR EAILWAYS: If you C<Ln 
get the shipping compa_nics to agree to a 
reduction, the matter will be pbced before 
the Cabinet. 

Mr. J\!fORGAN: If the Government would 
agree to a reduction, it would be a _str'?ng 
lover with which to go to the shippmg 
people. Out of 12.000,000 cattle in Australia, 
Queensland owned more than 6,000,000. In 
fact, omitting the dairy stock, Queensland 
owned practically two-thirds of t_hc beef 
cattle in Australia. There v;as a b;g move
ment to get the Imperial GoYernment to 
impose "' duty of ld. per lb .. on all rn:'at 
imported from other than BntJsh COL\ntnes. 
Thousands of workers were out of employ
ment in Queensland and everything would 
help. If they went' to the shipping people 
under pn,,ont conditions, they would say, 
"'Why, your own Government ha Ye put, up 
the frcivhts 63 per cent. smce 1914. Do tney 
expect 1~s to as· ist you when they will not? " 
Let their own Government tako the lt·a;d. 

He had ascertained that cattle travelling 
800 hlile:; in a " K " wagon, taking them at 
an <Lverage of 600 lb. frozen weight each, 
paid £1 14s. 6:1. per head, er 9 /16d. per lb. 
in freight to the railways, and over 300 m1lcs. 
18s. per head, or ~d. per lb. He thought the 
GoYcrnmcnt would admit that that was excP'
sive under present conditions. He quite 
agreed that, when catll.c were bringing £21 
per head, it was not excessive; but the la~e 
Secretary for Railways onc0 ,tated that, If 
the railways were properly dealt with, the 
farmers, when they were gL'tting £30 per ton 
for- lucerne chaff, should be able to pay a 
hio-her freight on their railways, <Lnd that. 
when prices came down, the railways shou]d 
get a lower freight. He rather believed m 
that principle. He believed in applying it 
to the workers generally in industry, so that, 
as the prosperity of industries increased, 
their wages would increase. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. M organ.! 
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Mr. SWAYNE (ilfirani): When the recent 
loan was obtained, Northern members were 
naturally very anxious indeed to ascertain 
what prospects there were of a Tenawal of 
railway activity in the North, and, as a 
member in whose electorate portion of a line 
was being constructed, he asked the S-xrebry 
for Railways-

" Now that money i•- available, is it the 
intention to at once resume construction 
work on the North Coast Railway between 
l\1ackay and Proscrpino? '' 

The TE::VlTORARY CH. \IR~.L\N: Order! 
Order! 

Mr. SW A YNE : It was a matter affecting 
the policy of the department. and he had 
always noticed that, when the chief vote for 
a depa.rt1ncnt was bcin.; discusstd, a crrtain 
amount of latitude was allowed. 

The TE;y1PORARY CHAIRMAN : The 
hon. member must keep to the vote under 
discussion. 

Mr. S\YAYNE: Ho thc>ught the Commis
sioner came under the Yoto under dif=ru:~sion, 
and he referred in his report to the con
struction works. He merely wanted to refer 
to the reply the Minister 2'a ve to his question. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
If the hon. member continues I shall have 
to ask him to discontinue his speech. 

Mr. SW A YNE : ~\!! right. Ho would wait 
till he got a chance on another yotc. All he 
wanted to point out was that he was told 
that other members had moved in the 
matter. The other members the Minister 
referred to--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I call upon the hon. member to discontinue 
his speech. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES and other MEMBERS 
rising, 

The CH_\IRMAN: Hon. W. H. Barnes. 
Mr. SW A YNE: I wish to refer to other 

matters besides that. 

The TE;yiPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Hon. vV. H. Barn"''· 

Mr. SW A YNE : All the time I have been 
in the Hou'"'' I have eeen nothing like this. 

0Prosn•ro::-r ME~IBERS : Ile·ar, hear! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I beg to 
move-That the Temporary Chairman's 
ruling be -disagreed with. It seemBd to 
him that this was an instance of high
handednr-;s that. they had ncYBr before seen 
Ol' known in that Chamber. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAK: The 
hon. 1nen1bcr n1ust state, in \Vriting. his 
rnotio11 for dis,agro{::ll1'.)nt with rny ruling. I 
Y. o11ld point out that any hon. member who 
refnes tn obey my call to order, when deal
ing with the question under discussion, will 
be dealt with in a similar manner while I am 
111 1 he chair. 

Thlt-. G. P. BARNES: Th-, hon. member 
[or Mirani, in the first instance, was not 
clear as to what the Temporary Chairman 
had said. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: He said. before he 
sat down, that he would deal with it on the 
proper Yote. 

The TE:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Order! 

~_J{ r. Swayne. 

Mr. G. P. TIARNES: The hon. member 
for ~1irani 1nay have got ci1' tbu track to an 
infinit.·simal extent, hut he oho~-, d the Chair
man's ruling. It sccn:cd to tho Co1nn1ittee 
that the Temporary Chairman was mLonifestly 
nnfair in calling on him to discontinue h1s 
speech. 

!\1r. COLLI:-;s (Ea n): On the !' ,int of 
order raised b) tl~o hon. n1<~·rnbcr for \Var~ 
wick, he wished to point out th; t tlJis mor·1-
ing, wlwn dealing with a s1rnj11r rnatter to 
tbc.t which was being- dealt '"itb b:· the hon. 
m'"'n1ber for 1:1irani, he was ruL d out of 
order. 

The TE".IPORARY CILUR:'.IAN: Order ! 
Ordnr! 

Mr. ED'I\'ARDS: The ho". member for 
Bowen was not 1nade to sit down. 

The 'l'EMPORARY CII"\IR:\iAN: Order! 
Order! I would iike to point out that I 
haYe not gin:n any ruling in this 1nattcr. 
I merely exercised my right as Temporary 
Chairman to ask the hon. rnmnber to di:,~ 
continue his SlJCech vvhcu he n fused to keep 
to the que.,tion ur:dor dis,~u:;..:;_io:l. ~\ny hon_ 
rnnnber n1ay tako anoUic'r rnethod of having 
th~;> hon. nwrnber for l\iirani further heard. 
In the meantime my instructions to the hon. 
member stand. 

Mr . .MORGA:;\1" (Jlurilla): The loon. mem
ber for Mirani snffers very much from deaf
ness, and probably did not hear you. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:\!IAK: Order! 
Order! I would point out to hon. members 
that it is becoming rather frequent for hoc. 
members, when they are called to order and 
asked to keep to the vote under discussion, 
to persist in their endeavour to get in any 
material they have at hcmd, whether it is 
relevant or not, and I simpl,v dealt with the 
tho hon. member for l\Iirani to shov, other 
hon. members that they cannot continue to 
d1sregard my call to order. The hon. mem
ber for Mirani knew that he was not in 
ordc:r, because, before he re~umed his seat, 
h·J said, " Ver)' well, I ,.,-ill take the oppor
tunity of di:-cussing it on another vote," 
showing distinctly tl1at the hon. member 
knew he was out of order all the time. 

11r. 'I'A YLOR (Trindsnr): move-That 
the hon. uwrnber for ~Iir:1ni be further 
heard. 

Quc<tion-That the hon. member for 
Mirani be further heard (Jlr. 1'aylor's 
motion)-put; and the Committee divided:

In division,-

Mr. VO\VLES: I claim the vat-" of the 
hon. member for Mitchcll, as he crossed the 
floor while the question »as being put. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRYIAN: I ask 
the hon. member for :iVIit-cbell which side of 
the bar he \\as on when the question was 
put. 

Mr. P A YKE: I could not tell you, Mr. 
Pollock. 

::\1r. HARTLEY: He was on this side. 

OPPOSITION 11EMBERS: l'\o, hll ''·as on this 
side. 

After a pause, 
Mr. VOWLES: I claim the vote of the 

hon. member for Mitcljell. 
GovER!OIENT ME)!BERS: IIe y, as on this 

side when the question was put. 
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I was on this side when the 
was put. 
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P. 
H. 

AYES, 31. 

Mr .• Tones 
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,, King 
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T. 

, Walker 
, \Yrllington 
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11r. Barber 
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,. Bulcock 
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, Fihelly 
,. Foley 
, Forde 
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NoEs, 32. 
JYir. 

Tellers: Mr. F. A. Cooper and Mr. Dash. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Mr. SW A YNE (111 imni) : The Standing 

Orders allowed hon. members three oppor
tvnitios of speaking-one of fifteen minutes 
and two of five minutes each. He claimed 
ihat the TGmporary Cha.irman's ruling only 
applied to his first period of fifteen minutes. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member will be allowed to speak for 
the other two periods of fi vc minutes. 

Mr. F. A COOPER (B,·emer) : The Com
mittee had negatived a motion to the effect 
that the hon. member for Mirani be further 
heard. He did not see how, in the face of 
ihe division, that the hon. member could 
now be further heard. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
ouestion was that the hon. member should 
he no ft;rther heard during the first period 
Df fifteen minutes, but he can speak for tl:le 
remaining t\vo periods of five minutes. 

Mr. F. A CoOPER: I withdraw my 
·objection if that is so. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES (Bttlimba) : The 
Minister, when dealing with that Estimate 
was very err;phatic about certain matter~ 
which came in, not only under this Govern
ment's reginw, but under the regime of 
previous Governments. One of the matters 
to which the hon. gentleman made reference 
wr.s tha.t previous Governments \vere respon
sible for deficits in connection with the rail
ways of £8,000,000 odd. He would not be 
in order in reading the comment of the 
hon. gentleman, but it would be found on 
p&ge 1398 of " Hansard" for this session. 
The hon. gentleman wanted to brush away 
the deficit of £6,500,000 which had accumu
lated in the last six years of the a.dministra
tion of his party. Granting, for the pur
poses of argument, that the hon. gentleman's 
figures were correct, and that during the 

Mr. HARTLEY: You have not to go so far; 
you only go to the Queensland Club. 

W. H. DARNES: The 
the railways into a mess. 
to be the friends of t.hc farmer, 

show whether they were 
far~er. Take the ordinary 

connectiOn w1th produce busi
nesses. A firm by the name of Burreil, 

and Company had certain goods 
away. A man bought a ton of 

wu,nted it sent ~o station. 
people bought the same 
each case the amount was under a 

T.hey were told in each case to consign 
as 3 The ma.tter had been rectified, 

not the regula.tions provided for 
After a great deal of trouble it was 

rectified, and he had in his pocket a letter 
df•alir:g with the subject, but he would not 
read rt to the Committee. The Government 
were out "on the make," and bled the 
farmers. 

He wanted to draw attention to the 
administration of the Railway Department 
in regard to the Mackay Raihvav. Did the 
Minister know that the only da.ys 'in the week 
on which goods could be received for Mackav 
were Thursdays and Saturdays? Saturday 
was a ·day on which the department closed 
at 12 o'clock. The only two days on which 
goods c~mld be re.ceived for that particular 
p]ace, In competition w1th steamers was 
'~'hursday and Saturday. Was that bu~iness
lrke mana.gement, and was it going to encour
age traffic 1 A good deal of comment had 
be~n made du~ing the debate with regard to 
rallwav extensiOn. He was a believer in main 
trunk lines, bee a use thev were essential to 
the prosperity of the State. No one knew 
better than the Minister that the Government 
of which the hon. member for Albert and 
himself (M,r. Ba.rnes) were members were 
responsrble for the North Coast Railway. 
He agreed with the hon. member for Towns
ville that it was absolutely essential that these 
lmes should be completed, as they were indis. 
pensable to the development of the State. 
It would be a mistake to restrict the build
ing of railway lines, especially main lines. 
He was exceedingly sorry to find tha.t the 
Mmister, when ·debating the question of 
shrinkages, made it appear that all the 
trouble that had come uDon himself as the 
administrator of the department had been 
due to the delegation. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Partly. 

HoN W. H. BARNES: He laid against 
the Minister thB charge that the failure of 
the railways had been due to the fact that 

Hon. W. If. Barnes.] 
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railways had not 

FOR RAILWAYS: Didn't you 
the wages board award in 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You inter
award in 1912-I know that. 
BARNES He believed that 

oncm~oni- of financial vear a 
'The men' ought 
clairns reviewed 

was prepared. He did not 
was a Government depart-

or a public business. they were 
going to throw upon the or any-
body else the responsibility 
of money he did not anticipate, 
dislocate the_ finances. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Who would review the 

Mr. HARTLEY: You 
barrelled Arbitration 

recognised 
industry in 

awards 
particular time to 
those in charge of 

their budget for 

want a double-

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Was it not a 
fair thing to say that, if Queensland were to 
be put on a proper footing, the whole matter 
of expenditure, the revenue anticipated, and 
the various items which came up for con
sideration, should be looked at from a busi
ness point of view and dealt with accordingly? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Not on the lines you suggest. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was not sug
gesting anything but business lines. The 
N a.tionalist party believed in and stood for 
arbitration. It would be easy for the Minister 
and his officers to have the matter brought 
up every twelve months, after consultation 
with the Court, and let Parliament know 
exactly where they were going. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is practically what is 
done to-day, only the Arbitration Court fixes 
the awar·d. 

fHon. W. H. Barnes. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If the hon. gentle
man looked at the statement made by the 
Treacurcr or the remarks of the Auditor
General, he must admit that that was not 
precisely so-that, in the interval, 
of money had had to be provided for. 
was the position to-day with regard 
railways generally? Whether they 
to discuss it or not, the facts were patent. 
They had an amount of £230,914. to meet an 

bill of £1,970,000 odd. Could any 
member say that that was good busi

ness? He .was prepared to admit that the 
Minister-probably with a view to getting 
nearer those conditions for which some people 
outside had been clamouring within the last 
week; with a view to placating someone
said, that the railways should be fr.ee for 
everybody. 

The 
as an 

FOR RAILWAYS: 
as a.n immediate 

H. BARNES: That 
aiming at in the near 

for everybody. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They should 

be a.s free as education and main roads. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. 

.man in his speech said, "Wo have 
the big institutions, the big o,ifu.~,,m.c>·< 
-those who, he thought, 
of mone,y. 

The SECRETARY fOR RAILWAYS: cfhev should 
pay their share. -

HoN. W. H. BARNES: 
mers would be included. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR 
would be relieved; you 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: 
man knew that that 
This Government raised 
on the farmers. 

Of course, the far-

: The farmers 
that. 

The hon. gentle
a misstatement. 

fares and freighte 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
increase them. 

You want tCJ. 

H. 

free. 
made the 

a right to pay 
another statement-that. 
liam·ont such as himself 
that privilege should be withdrawn. 
Minister honestly believed that that was 
position, he had a right to deal with it 
a broad way and say that he was going to 
giye thjm rclie!.. The rai~ways were in a 
deplorable c<md1t10n. He did not care what 
the public outside might think, the 
remained that, unless they leveJled them up 
wme way, they were faced with ruination. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You want to 
increase fares and freights. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle
man wanted to put into his mouth words 
he had never used. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your leader 
said so. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It should be done 
by having no political interference. He 
would make another suggestion. There was 
a gentleman who usually occupied the place 
which t.he Temporary Chairman was now 
occupying, who ha.d said that, if h<; were 
put inte the office of Secretary for Railways, 
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he would soon rectify the pos1hon. It would 
Le a good ,chcme to transfer th<l hon. mem
hBr from the chair to see if he could do so. 
That would be one way of dealing with the 
position. be--cause the hon. member for Bris
bane was a practical man, and had said that 
he could do 1t, and, that being so, they 
ought to givf' him the opportunity. The 
<:ommunity had a right to ask the Govern
ment to face the position. 

Another thing that struck him, on looking 
through the Con11nissiouer's report, was the 
]ayish way in which money had been spent, 
,;uch ao the amount paid to the Tramway 
Bc,.u-d. They were told that the Government 
w.,re going to take over the tramways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vVe have 
got a valuation, which enables us to check 
the valuation made by the company. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
had a valuation in return for a big sum of 
rnoney paid to n1en in the city. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And experts 
from the South. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That was as far 
as they had got. Railway and tramway 
.development was not going on as it should, 
and he repeated what he had said dozens of 
timed before-that the " hold up" was 
because the G-overntnent l1ad lost the con
fidence of investors. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
the American loan? 

HoN. \Y. H. BARXES: :C,-cn in his 
•·,·iticism th~ Minioter had to go to Kew 
York, but he would remind him that, when 
it was proposed to c-"tablish meat works hero, 
30H•e of his party denounced tlwm. As to the 
American loan, it would be W€ 11 to know 
what tl1e actual returns were before they 
criticiRed it one way or the o:her. The point 
was that the Go,-unment were absolutely 
'·up against it." 

The SECRE'fiRY FOR RAILWAYS: You aro 
trying to e~cuso the de kgatio11. You cannot 
do it. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
n.ust drean1 deleg,ttJcq. lle ntust haYc 
del,.egation porridge,, in the n1orning. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR::\lAN: Order! 

HoN. W. H. DAR)JES: The country could 
br) dPYelopod only along tho liD('S of con
fidence. Unless they had conildence and 
industries, they were not going to haYe 
successful railways. 

The SECRHA!lY FOR RAIL\VAYS: \Ve have 
got conildence. \Ve have that 12,000,000-
dollar loan. 

Ho>r. W. H. B.ARNES: Ile would be very 
sorry to have that sort of confidence. It was 
a sv·olle·1-headed confidence which existed 
only in their own minds. vVhatcvcr money 
the Government may have got, Queensland 
unfortunately was not a pla•.'.e which invited 
or encouraged people to ]nyest 1noney in 
ordur to help the railways. Did the ho~. 
JW'mber doubt that statement? 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is absolutely wrong . 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: At every turn a 
blockade was being made, and the railways 
had got into such a position that they 
harasse-d trade to an extent that few men 
in the Chamber realised, bv their misman
agcnwnt-and mismanagement not of the 
men at the head. A man might get a con-

signm0nt of 100 bags, and find that until 
ninety of them had been sold he could not 
take~ the balance ll\VUV nnlc:-;1:1 t.hcrc \Vas a 
ton. Bccau',.e of the interference of the 
:Ylinistcr, the raihva.ys '\ere becoming v<Jry 
unpopular with private firms because of the 
things that were cropping up from day to 
dav. If the Minister did not know of such 
things, he challenged him to find them out. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): Did the S2cre
tary for Rai hYa}"s fuily realise the meaning 
of the suggc,tion that the higher cost of 
running the railways should be defrayed 
from tho general rcycnue '? Of C1JUrsc, they 
all knew that at time' the ho 1. membo'' 
made 'ery extravagant statements. He 
found that tbe nu m bt:·r of taxpayers in 
QueC'IJSland wit-, something like 26.000 and 
the total bxable income c'· Queensland was 
something over £12,000.000. Those taxpayers 
were to-da;- pnying in incon1e tax a· d land 
tax somctl1ing like £3,080,000, and he 
thought the total charges for their railways, 
including interc-t on capital expenditure and 
:rnaintcnanco, ca1no to smnething like 
£7.000.0~0, eo that, if the hon. member spoke 
advisedly-and he took it that a gentleman 
occupying his position had no right to sp0.ak 
without realising what he did ny-his policy 
and the policx of his party v. as to confiscate 
£10,000.000 out of the £12.0CO,OOO of Que: t!S
land's income. If he wcts really in <·cc~nest
and he had no J•ight to speak unless he was
no \Vorse advertiH'InEmt could be n1adP for 
Quwnsland than his spe- eh. \Vhat an inccn
tiYc to people to invest money in Q1wensland 
in n1ining or 1nanufacturin~ to know that 
thn Government intended to take awav from 
them something like five-sixths of e1ny !~come 
they n1ight poJsibly deriYe frmn their invest-

ments! The :Minister should 
[4 p.m.] make it clear whether that was 

"'-Yhat v1as i'-:·L-,ndcd. J\Iost cer-
tainly that vvas the ffi()anjng at the present 
time as S')mcthing like 26.000 people in 
QnccnE"laDd wore paving di1'rct tax::1tlon. 

The TnK"<ScRER: You know you are talkicg 
nonsense. 

l\Tr. SWL\YNE: About 26.000 people had 
to h:we a further impost placed on them 
ol something like £7.000.000 per annum 
br-cause of the condition in which the Min
i~ter and his predecessors had p;ot the 
taih ays into. In fivp years there had ~een 
an increase of 41 per cent. in the earnings 
and an increase of 84 per cent. in the expendi 
ture. The Government had said over ftnd 
over aga.in, "Wo cannot help it. Causes 
beyond onr control have led to this." l3ut 
ihcre 'verc several causes which 'vE're not 
bevond their control. Hov,' could they 
necount for the increase of 33 per cent. in 
the nnmocr of employees, while there had 
been 1,400,000 less train mileage in 1919 than 
in 1915? In the first flus.h of victor:·, when 
the Government first took office. without 
looking ahead or realising the results of 
their action, thev packed the department 
fnll of their political friends and bought 
vot"s with the people's mon0y in that way. 

The TREASUF.ER: What? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Thev had an admission 
from the PremiGr that· the department was 
undulv inflated. It was no kindness to those 
who "-ere given a helping hand at that time 
when they have had to be deflated, to use 
a current phrase, because they wore in a 
worse position than they were in in the first 
place, They had an admission from the 

-:-.:r. Su'rlynP.] 
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l'remi~r that the department was over· 
n:.mncd. The hon. gentleman, in reply to 
r, deputation in April of this year, wrts 
reported to have stated-

" The Prcn1icr a , ertc d there hnd b0cn 
no retrenc}nrw:lt, but the auJ10rit' had 
bee, ~l reducing their ex cc, ~i ve staff." 

\Vho had en a de them exc<'esivc? The hon. 
rnen1 bcrs oppc.sito ha cl been in office four or 
iivc :,Tears, anJ, if they \Yt...rc exces~i vc, it was 
their fault Pntirely. Tho Premj,-~r, in reply 
to 11r. Ryrner, tho secrctrtry of the Railway 
Union, ,,vns reported to have stated on the 
clnestion of retrenchment-

" As a rHult of the Ipswich retrenchment 
the union, toe:;ether with other unions, 
h ;.:J "Ya1tL t 011 the Prc_ticr, ho --,-otlld 
not be convinced tha.t the railwn vs were 
uot ovcreLffed. and stated. ii t.ho depu· 
tntion rrrgncd until 1nidnight, they would 
nut a iter his opinion. He h ,cJ fudher 
s~ 1 tcd that it \V .lS not cconorr1y to keep a 
suq,lus sLali and work them short tim~. 
us privllc.rs·es .h~d to br: paid ~o t.~lc st\l;plus 
nloD, r~d th1s \V~:s a ver:: b1g HOn1. 

Tb e thcv had another admission that the 
dcpn.rhnLnut 1·. <ld over~taffc.d. Surely they 
\ ere justified in c.~w,ving tho poslti.on that 
ths dcparb.:cnt \Yl" in' Other speakers h·Jd 
poiu_ed ont tL.at they hac1 gone back con
sidBrably over £1,000,000 a y'·ar since the 
Go;·er'Jmont took office, and the last deficit 
v. G.·, bi1:,gcr than any before. The po:')ition 
in the railv. ays had been to a great extent 
bronf:,ilt about by the Government when they 
Jirst took office placing pc·.siblo supporters 
c,r friend. in job·. in. the Railway Depart· 
r. 'Emt. rrhl_) Sccretarv for Ruihva.YS had 
<]noted an extract fron< tho Syd11c7 "Bulle
tiH." l-Ie \vould alBo auotc an extract fro1n 
th( same paper. It was as foilo\\,;-

" Irnpc.::-~io:1ed fervour is an ass' t and 
a help toward~ oH:ico, but it isn't a 
pcrkct >Ubctitute for knowledge and 
ploddinz industry. The favourite atti· 
tude of the young political lion, of the 
Fihcll,· or ::VIcTiornrtn brand, is that of 
Camilio Dt"'noulins on the table in the 
Palais Royal garden, when the famous 
oath was taken-vdth a pale, intense 
exprcc,sion, burning c ,·os. body sloped 
bnck'vards, and a voic<~ shouting, ' On, 
on'; or 'Erwake, EriP.f',' or • For·ward, 
you have all to win and nothing to lose 
s,'vc your chains'-thc la'-Jt the cry of 
Tom Mann. But after five and a-hrtlf 
years of this, the Brisbane Engine 
Drivers, Firemen, and Cleantrs' Associa~ 
t.ion has complained that there is hardly 
a sound locomotive left, even about the 
city. The boilers almost all leak, and 
a common device is to put horsedung or 
sa1vdnst into the ·water." 

What a climax to the fervour of the • oung 
men oppositD-cowdung in the hailers ! 

The TJDfPORARY CHAlRMA~: Order ! 
The hon. gentleman has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. FRY (Kuri/pa): The Minister had 
made no reference in his spe-"ch to the works 
at Mayne Junction, and he (Mr. Fry) failed 
to see any reference to them in the Commic;. 
sioner's report. He thought the Minister 
should make some reference to them in view 
of the expenditure of an enormous amount of 
money upon that work. He would <]note 
extracts from previons reports furnished hy 
various Commissioners. The Minister should 
meke a statement, more ospecially as the 
works were now in a state of dilapidation, 

[Mr. SUJa;Jnfl. 

flEd l!C (~lr. Fr~~) yvantcd to d·, aw attention 
t·J ·what he eonsidcred neglect of duty 1n 
l'e"pcrt of those works. The amount of 
ntCJIH'Y expended \yas 

1912 
1913 
1911 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

£ 
63.080 
32.677 
30,753 
32,695 
52.862 
51,551 
10 236 
30:595 
23,765 

Total £358,214 
Th re •, ''; no reference in the report to the 
nmonnt of e:.:pcnditurc in 1920-1921. 

The SECRETARY FOR R \ILWAYS: I vc'ill deal 
with that on the Loan Vote. 

Mr. FRY: In dealing wit1< tha.t matter 
.-arions rcncrts had been mrcde. The Com
llli, ioner In 1914 report~d-

" Progress has been stead~,." 
In 1915-

" It cannot be said that progrecs has 
bee11 satisfactory, and it is hoped that, 
as n.dditional accommodation is urgently 
needed in Brisb~ne. something will be 
done to exp-.dite the work." 

In 1916 tho Comn1is,~ioncr reported
" In progress during the year." 

The sam<: report was made for 1917. In 1919 
the Commi,.,ioner reported-

" This work )las not been vigorous!-
< arricd out, it ha .-ing been decided not 
to advance the scheme u11til after some 
of the largest layout$ in America haJ 
bePn inspected." 

II" IYould like to know \Yhy there had been 
no report, and, as suc~1 an enormou.a arnount 
of nwncy ·had been spent on the ·works which 
had been held up for the purpose of inspect· 
ing layouts in America, he \YOuld like to know 
ho\v far ihe department h:u] gone in that 
direction. It seems strange, oaftc!r the expen
diture of that arnount of rnonc::"T' that it -was 
rleccs~t,ry for· the lato l\linister to go to 
America to find out how tLey did thingo, 
th0re. The \Yorks were' at st"tndstill, and 
Y\'Crf' 11ot being used· for a.uy purpof:.J at all. 
~rbcy '.V-_'!re an eyesore, and graE:.s \Vas grow
ing up all round then1. Anyone travelling 
along tho lino \Votdd con1e to the con~lusion 
tLlt '·'things were not as thcv should be. He 
was bri,,gin;; the matter bdore the notice of 
the Minister to enable the hon. g·entleman to 
give sorno details concerning the ,.\'Jrk. It 
;,-rould have been wise if tl1r; l\finistcr who 
went to America to inquil·o into railway 
!uanagcn1cnt there had furni~lwd a report. 
After pa,·ing a lot of money in sending that 
hon. gentleman abroad to inqui1o into the 
wo1-king of railvi·ays in other land6. they 
expected that he would have furnished a 
report, instead of making an announce1nent 
that he was going to contest the Herbert 
('lcctora(,,. That was unsatisfactorv to the 
Cc•rnmittcc. He would like the prcoent Secre
tary for Railways to tPll the Committee 
something, because, in addition to t,he expen
diture of £358,000, they had an interest bill 
of £20,000 to meet. That amount was going 
to wa,te, and there was a leakage in their 
railway control. It was a long stretch from 
1912 to 1921 without ;mything definite being 
done, and he thought the matter should not 
go unattended to. There were many places 
on the railways where the money that had 



Sttpply. [18 OcTOBER.] Sttpply. 1503 

been spent on the Mayne Junction works 
could very well ha vo been expended. 
v\'l::.cth_cr th' work" were badly pluced or were 
ucdco.3 for the purpoEc for \Vhich they were 
intendc ~- it scorned to hirn very bad bnsine~s, 
nnd if iJ. -was pc'"_:;iblc t'1 •nake use of those 
~llccl3 he thnught t·hey should l1o fini hcd anti 
made l<' ·:: of, instead of th0 dc-parLnont going 
on ·with other vrork~ \Yhich probabl~- ', ere 
rut so much need~·d. J-Tc -.vou1d com.lnCI!d 
that Inattcr to the consideration of the 
Min; tcr. 

His attention h'ld bc_~cn dra\vn to a C'om
plaint b: the oflieiul crg·an of th,__ ~-\u.-·Jr .. dian 
Haih:J.y Unjon, d _,_b .. d'1.0th October, lr·21--

'· Our pr:)durtion o£ lew:·thE' nPn's shacks 
ituatr 1 on oLu Qtll 1~E,,lfuld railroud.J 

should appeal to {'Y.crv Incinbcr of Par
liament "\Y:lo yalur" th~c lives and ha ppi-
1H ')·_ of hun1 .n beings--there aro hun.:reds 
of ~uch sh: ck_s ou th Quc;:u .lund 1·a1lwa~ ~ 
in ,,-hich ruih, ay ernplo~p-·es and Labour 
~npportcrs exi _t-111any of tL~ln h:\ye 
m.n1e sacrifices for the c1usc, which no\v 
denies then1 a deceut covering. Once 
:l'?'llin ',\--e appeal fJr a ch·u1cc in life for 
the fct:.:lt>r3 ancl their wives and kiJdie;:, 
in the sh_tpe of htllnan habitation and 
cducatiJn \Yorthv of the no.n-:o of \vhite 
Australia.~' ~ 

There they had oa one hcml spent a lot of 
rnonry on \YOrks \Yith v hich tl:_c.:;y 'Yore doing 
not-hing at all, except probably coverin~ up 
th;__• concrete foundations, \\ hilst the~r had 
dilapidated buildings that required to be 
replaced. That \YaS a matter which ho 
thought he should place bcfm·c the ~.linistci', 
not v< ith the idea of placing the hon. gentle· 
rnan in a Lad lig,ht, but to givn hin1 an oppor
tunity of putting the position before the 
Committco. Thev wer·'- one nnd aH int-cl'l'\tcd 
in thP \Yelfare a1icl progrec.< of the State. If 
a little more consideration were given to 
thc~c 1natters, it \voud bB bcttf- r for the 
Government. He did not think the Opposi· 
t-ion }nd ever trjcd to t8kc a·d\antagc of the 
rovcrninent from ulterior motive". 'Thcv had 
endeavoured to help the Gm·ermiV nf. It 
"·a- the duty of the Oopoeitic 1 to assist the 
Governrnent; but the Government \vcu1d not 
ar~er)t advice; consequentlY. thf'v had the 
firHtnf'ial chao~ in \vhirh 'the Government 
llO'Y found themselves. 

~\h. JO='lES (Eemlt cly): He wi·hcd to 
-sa. a fc\V W\Orch~~ bt~fore the vote wont 
througb. On the :'\orthcrn line at Prairie 
there \\~e.s a railway dip. and th_· char_ c fL.._' 
dipping co.ttle was GJ. per h-ad. \'\'hen 
th0~· concidered that private incliviclunh could 
di:• cattle for 3d. per head. that as so.ne
thing 1!ko rack~renting. Then arain. at the 
CJ:.l of the }\;orthcrn !i:10, at Dajan ~. there 
IHtS a bore. at which tiP. dopartnwnt charged 
3d. a head for vvaterin~r stod.:. The n1cn 
who suffered most unci,;: that charge were 
the tean1sters, to who:~l it 1~cant lC3. a dav, 
or £3 a week, to water their few teams of 
horses. It WttoS a. very unjust chal'ge, be1:ause 
thev were often out of work. That was a 
matter \vhich he would like the ~linistor to 
look into. 

The only other matter to which he wished 
to refer ot !1rE'lent was the t.barge for sleep
ing berths on the raihmys. The old charge 
was 12s. 6d., and, when thev considered that 
a. man onh slept for two or three hours in 
the berth, it was a very fair charge. To·day 
the department were charging £1, which 
was too much. and he thought they should 
revert to the old charge. He had no great 

f:tult to find y.ith the railways. Ho thought 
the:, had improved lately. but they still 
traY <iled slowlv. It -took tho train nine 
hour:.. to go fr~~n Hughenden to \Yinton, a. 
distar~cc of 128 rnilE ~. 

}.ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS (l'itt.,, arth): He 
'' ( ,tld like the ~',Iinister to give then1 an 
indication aa to tl•e arnonr.t of rnoncy which 
],i!d buen SfKllt on the vVillowburn works at 
1.\JO ., oon1 ba. There had been a lot of money 
spent tbere, \"vhich, perhaps, wculd have been 
far better cmplo:-.<ed in re cnodeliing many 
uf the buildings in which lengthsmen and 
other rail·.-< a}' employees had to live. That 
work stood to-day De a monument of 
stupidity; it vvas not con1plcted1 and re
quired rnorc expenditure to 1nake it of sor~ 
vice to the d<cpart nent. \Vhen ti1cy asked 
for the building of a platform or soi1Je slight 
it11provmncnts at son1c of the raih\',t,Y stations, 
they v;ere frequently told that the depart
ment had n<<' mmh v to do tho work. He 
hoped that before the vot. '' eLt thrc,ugh the 
~Jfinister \Vonld give them ~on1e infor1nation 
in regard to the work being carried out 
at 'vYillo .dmrn. and he further hoped that 
son1c lFe vvould be n1nde of the ·work dnne 
thoro within a vcr.r ,. hort period. In his 
report the Commissioner referred to tho loss 
which occurred on many of the country 
Iincs. He would like to know from the 
\linister tho proportion of fr,,ig-ht that 
c-wne from the branch lines to tb~ main lines. 
It seemed to him that there could not be a 
lo·.; on some of the branch lines judging 
from the traffic which appeared to be carried. 
It was unfair to say thct the country lines 
were " burden to the State. Country lines 
".':ere essential for the cour;h·y, and \vere 
going to be mere ,'.-,J in the future. Along
,id.e their railway polio, the:' should have a 
land policy as well. The future construe~ 
tion of railways should be considered from 
the point of view of land sd.tlement. He 
hoped that the Minister v ould give them 
information which would enable them to 
ascertain the los,cs which occurred on the 
country lines. 

Mr. BREN='lAN (Toowoomba): The hon. 
member for Pittsworth had referred to the 
\Villowburn con truction works at Too
\voon1ba. Thos0 \vorks vvero necessary for 
the accommodation of tho Railway Depart
ment at Toowoomba, and that '\ ithin a. 
certain area the houses had been removed 
to make way for the propoeed engine·shed. 
The hon. member for Pittsworth did not 
krww much about the welfare of Toowoomba. 
While he (Mr. Brennan) had represented 
Tsowoomba, the people there had known 
that the work was being carried out. 

Mr. J: H. C. RoccRTS: You aro only in 
Toowoomba about once a month. 

Mr. BRENNA:\': He (Mr. Brennan) was 
in Toowoomba weekly, but when down in 
IlriRban(~ ho was working for the welfare 
of the people of Tr•1WcJomba. · The work 
being done at Willowburn was of a solid 
nature, and \Vould be continued as soon as 
n1oney '"~as available. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member cannot discucs construction 
worb on this vot.c; that will come under the 
Loan Estimates. 

Mr. BRENNAN: With regard to railway 
matters, he would quote from the " Daily 
Mail Year Book" of 1921 to show that the 
railways of England were in a worse con
dition than the Queensland railways. Under 

iit" r. Rrennan.J. 
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the heading of "Balancing the Railway 
Bill " it. was stated-

" The f1rst serious attempt to rf'>,tore 
equilibrium between railway r·evenue and 
heavily increased outgoings took effect 
on and from 15th January, when rates 
were increased between 25 per cent. and 
100 per cont., according to different 
cla"es of traffic. For example, for coal, 
coke, and parent fuel the increase was 
25 per cent.; for classes 1 to 5, the in
crease was 60 per cent. ; and for small 
parcels the increase was lOO per cent. No 
increase was made in the charge for the 
carriage of fresh milk, or for the con
veyance of manure, basic slag, or lime 
intended for agricultural purposes." 

Then the r·eport went on-
" The def1cit arrived at is, de:.pite the 

additional revenue of £10,000,000, derived 
from the increase of rates during eleven 
weoks of the period under review. But 
since the question of the revision of rates 
was referred to the Rate' Advisory Com
mittee in October, 1919, there has been an 
increase of expenditure or £43,750,000, 
arising from enhanced cost of materials, 
£12,000,000; extra cost of coal, 
£3,500,000; and higher wages to 
employees, £24,000,000." 

That was in England-
" On 7th July the Rates Advisory Com

mittee found there was a def1cit accumu
lating at the rate of £54,500,000 for the 
United Kingdom for a full year's work
ing. The coinmit.tee 'vas requPstcd to 
frame recommendations with regard to a 
fresh intcrin1 revision of not only rates, 
but also far·es and chargf·s. The Ministry 
of Transport suggf',ted that the loss 
already experienced might be picked up 
by carrying some portion of it into the 
next· financial year and endeavouring to 
treat as one the period from 1st April, 
1920, to 30th June, 1921, which wm!ld 
somewhat roduce the annual rate. The 
Government eventually decided to extend 
the period of reco.-ery to the lateot prac
t·icable date, viz., 3Lt July, 1921, when 
GoYcrnment control ends. It was calcu
lated that in order to produce the neces
sary sum within the dates available, it 
"\vould bo neccs'3arv to raise rates, fares, 
and charges to a level cstima ted to pro
duce revenue in Great. Britain at the rat-e 
of £72,000,000 per annum, with an addi
tion of £3,900,000 for Ireland. After 
accepting the recommendation of the rail
way companies that the allocation of the 
increased revenu·e for the future should 
be from passenger revenue 40 'per cent., 
and from freight revenue 60 per cent. of 
the whole, it. was on this basis that the 
recommendations of the committee were 
made." 

At 4.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMA}l resumed the chair. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Then, on page 120, under 
the heading of "Railway Defteit," it was 
stated-

" In the whole vear to 31st :March. 
1920, the State had t.o f1nd a sum of 
£41,349,000 to finance the railways. The 
actual working involved an expenditure 
of £185,819,000, and the receipts were 
£193.407,000, giving a balance of 
£7,142,000 in hand, after allowing for 
revenne from minor services. The Go-

f.ill"r. Brennan. 

vernment, however, had guaranteed the 
shar,holdor~ £48,9~0,000, which sum pays 
about 3 per cent. on tho total capital, and 
had to f1nd .£+1,349,000 o£ this amount. 
The Government also paid a sum of 
£18,264,000 for traffic carried on its 
acc-ount." 

Those were f1gures that it was necessary to 
have in "Hansard" so t.hat tho people of 
Queensland could appreciate the position in 
regard to losses on the railways last ye11r. 
The "Daily Mail Year Book" was treated 
as an authority in every part of the wor Id, 
and it showed that the losses in England 
were greater in proportion than thos." in 
Australia. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: The circumstances 
were altogether different. 

At 4.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said: Under tho pro

visions of Standing Order ::\" o. 306 and of the 
Scosional Order agreed to by the House on 
14th in,,tant, I will now lea YO the chair and 
make my report to the House. 

The 1-Iouse resumed. 
The CHAIR1IAN reportc.d progrees. and the 

Committee obtained leave to sit again at a 
lab"r hour of the day. 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ord0red to be printed:-

Forty-fifth report of the S'ecretary for 
Public Instruction for the year 1920. 

QUESTIOXS. 

REPORTS OF GENER.<L IvL~}!AGER AND AuDIToR
GENERAL oN CENTRAL SuGAR MILLS AND 
AccouNTS. 

Mr. SW A YNE (Jf :rani) asked the Trea
surer-

"'Vvhon will the following reports bo 
available:-

1. Report of the General Managcl' of 
Centra! Mills ? 

2. Report of the Auditor-General 
upon the accounts of central sugar-mills 
indPbtcd to the Government? " 

'I'he TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
raddinqton) replied-

" 1. The report is in the hands of the 
Printer, and will be made available as 
e:nly as possible. 

"2. The Auditor-General informs me 
that he expects to table his report about 
the end of thi' week." 

PREVENTION OF GAMBLING IN CITY LAKES. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Too1L'ong) asked the 
Attorney-Genera!-

" vVill he take the necessary steps to 
prev,mt an undesirable dass of people 
congregating in the- lanes of the citv for 
i he purpose of conducting gambling 
busincs;;:? n 

The ATTORC\'EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\lullan, Flindcrs) replied-

" Proeecutions were instituted in :i'.Iay 
last against thirteen persons, and con
victions obtain"d for b~tting in lanes of 
the city of Brisbane. Similar steps will 
again be taken when sufficient evidence 
is obtainable." 
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LICEO!SES UNDER INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT 
TO IMPROVERS. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley) asked the Secretary 
for Public Works-

" Will he furnish a return showing the 
following particulars, under the Indus
trial Arbitration Act of 1916, for the 
period of one ending 30th ,June, 
1921 :-Licenses over the age 
of twenty-one years-

1. Number of all sl!ch applications 
made during the above period? 

2. Number granted 1 
3. Nl!mber of applications made by 

unions concerned to have licenses can
celled 1 

4. Number oi licenseg so cancelled at 
request of unions concerne·d? " 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) 
replied-

" 1. 273. 
"2. 243. 
"3. None. No unions have applied to 

have such licenses cancelled. 
"4. See answer to No. 3." 

RAIL·,MOTOR EARNINGS BETWEEN WILLOWBURN 
AND WYREEMA. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. What are the total earnings from 
1st January to 30th June, 1921, of rail 
motor running between Willowburn and 
Wyreema? 

" 2. Expenditure, same period Y 

"3. The average number of workmen's 
weekly tickets issued in connection with 
same? 

"4. The cost of workmen's weekly 
ticket? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-

" 1. £668 6s. lOd., including the earn
ings of the train when motor-car was 
laid up. 

"2. £948 7s. 
"3. 112. 
" 4. Toowoomba and Willowburn, ls. 

3d. per week; Toowoomba and Harris
town, ls. 3d. per week; Toowoomba and 
Drayton, 2s. per week; Toowoomba and 
1-Vyreema, 4s. 6d. per week." 

ALLEGED ADVOCACY OF REPUDIATION OF 
INTERES'r ON PUBLIC LOANS. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), without notice, 
asked the leader of the Oppositi9n-

" Can he, as promised, give the House 
the Federal ' Hansard ' reference in 
which he cLaimed that the hen. member 
for South Brisbane, while a member of 
the Senate in the Commonwealth Parlia
ment, a-dvocated repudiation of interest 
on public loans?" 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby)-

" On division there were twenty-two 
votes cast-' NoeS,' nineteen; ' Ayes/ 

1921-4 z 

three. The three ' Ayes ' were Senator 
Stewart, our present Attorney-General 
(Hon. J. Mulla.n), and t'-oe present 
member for South Brisbane (Mr. 
Ferricks)." (Laughter.) 

Mr. FERRICKS : I would say the same thing 
to-morrow. 

IV1r. VOWLES: I would refer the House 
to Federal "Hansard," vol. 79, page 7443. 
The discussion was on the War Loan Bill 
(No. 3), clause 2, in Committee. That clause 
provided-

" The Treasurer may, from time to 
time, under the provisions of the Com
mon wealth Inscribed Stock Act, 1911-
1915, or under the provisions of any Act 
authorising the issue of Treasury bills, 
borrow moneys not exceeding, in the 
whole, the amount of £18,000,000." 

The following amendment to the clause was 
moved by Senator Stewart (Queensland):-

" That the following words be added : 
-" but, notwithstanding anything con
tained in the above-mentioned Common
wealth Inscribed Stock Act, 1911-1915, no 
interest shall be paid or payable on the 
sum or sums borrowed under the pro
visions of this Act." 

That >attitude was supported by our present 
Attorney-General, who said-

" In supporting the amendment, I 
want to say I realise fully what it in
volves. After all, this would not be a 
loan, and it is just as well to disabuse 
our minds on that point, and that the 
public should know what we are out 
after. It will pr-actically be a levy, be
cause everybody knows, and nobody 
knows better than Senator Stewart, that 
if we were to issue a loan to which no 
interest were attached no one but the 
real patriots would apply for our bonds. 
Then, as the result of our failure to 
raise money in that way, it woulfl be 
necessary to levy -a wealth tax to that 
extent. I am quite prepared to subscribe 
to that doctrine." 

WATER AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington) : I beg to move-That the Bill 
be now read a third time. 

Question put and passed. 
The Bill ~as ordered to be transmitted to 

the Legislative Council, for their concurrence, 
by messago in the usual form. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUJYIPTIO"f OF COMMITTEE-ELEVENTH 

.\LLOTTED DAY. 
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

RAILWAYS. 

GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

Question stated-"That £112,641 be granted 
for "Railways-General Establishment." 

'Mr. BRE;\INAN (Toowoomba): The State 
must have settlement, and they had to utilise 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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the land along the existing railways. The 
more settlement they had, the less the taxa
tion would be per head. Once the track was 
laid the railway was there for all time. In 
the near future he considered the branch 
and main lines would be profitable concerns. 
Along the line to Charleville there were 
beautiful Mitchell grass plains which were 
undeveloped and which would settle thou
sands of families. They were held now as 
big sheep walks. Reference had been made 
to the great scandal prevailing at Mayne 
Junction. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS conversing in a loud 
tone of voice----

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would ask 
hon. members to conduct their conversation 
in a lower tone. They disconcerting to 
the speaker; and, in of the fact that 
the " Hansard " staff are working long 
hours, I ask hon. members to show some 
consideration for them. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BRENNAN: The late Commissioner 
for Railways received an extcnBion of his 
appointment in 1915 for three the 
m1derstanding being that the 
t•) gBt a bad knock 
period, as by the fact that 
were badly constructed, that there 
tivc workmanship, and that the 
departments were to blame in respect of 
plans and specifications. Look 11t the un
necessary platforms between Toowoomba and 
Brisbane, and the overhead bridge beyond 
Gowrie Junction, which was never used, and 
the wasteful expenditure at Chinchilla. All 
the the Government could possibly 
be deliberately incurred, bee a use 
the spent more money in those 
three six years before it. The 
war wa•S on, and hard times were likely to 
be ahead, yet he embarked on a bold policy 
of wasteful expenditure to put the Govern
ment in a had position. T·here was no other 
inte1,retation to put upon it, There was no 
justification whatever for the alteration in 
administration which the late Commissioner 
made after the present Government came 
into power. The railway men should appre
ciate the way in which the Government had 
conducted the railways ·during a time of 
drought and war, fer having gone so far as 
they did in or·der to keep them in ·their 
positions without reducing their wages. No 
party should stand for a reduction of wages. 
There was an article in the book he had 
quoted earlier which showed what such a 
reduction meant. Men must have a basic 
wage, and the idea of the basic wage came 
from the workers themselves; and the 
Federal Prime Minister appointed a Roval 
Commission to ascertain what uhe basic wage 
ought to be, but since then his political bosses 
had told him he had made a mistake, and 
their opponents now wanted to recall all the 
evidence which had been t'!ken, and say 
that the figures were not reliable. The Rail
way Department was unfortunate in having 
a deficit, but the country ha·d to put up with 
it, and no party could have done better than 
the present Government. They had learned 
all these things, and from now on the 
administration by the Government could be 
placed altogether on a JJractical basis. At 
1'oowoomba the other day they had to put 
off certain but all of them, or a good 
number of h<td gone back to work 

[Mr. Brennan. 

! The hon. 
discussing that 

Mr. BRENNAN: 
a better position 

from 
keep 
they 

amount so 
markot again. 

Hear~ hear! 

Mr. CLAYTON: It was that 
they had had such a huge loss on rail-

In keeping with the other enter-
they a lo>ing concern, and had 

of £48,000 in 1915 into a 
last year of £1, 739,000 .. 

position be if the ·novern
much longer, and 

railways and other 
s.ame way as they 
SIX years? lie was 

the Minister was an 
. w!thoctt the experience 

nP0A'"""'. to enable h1m to administer the 
m the. propBr we,y. When he saw 

other side men who had had con
experience in the working of their 
he thought it would be· much 

the administration were transferred 
of them. It would be much better 
they gave the Commiooio?~r supreme 

control over the railways. If pohtiCal control 
\vera tak-en away) it would be to the advan

cf the railways themsellves, of the 
and of everyone concBrned with 

had the Commissioner doina all 
make the railways a pa~ina

seemed in1material to· th~ 
the railways paid not. 

Friday night last, hon. 

" Before he became a Minister of the 
Crown he hed contended that the rail
ways should be considered in a similar 
r~lationship to the con1munity as e-duca
twn; that was, that as far as possible 
they should regard the railwavs as a 
public utility rather than as a profit
makmg concern. . . That was the 
railway policy of the Queensland Govern
ment. They said that the deficiency on 
the railway service should. be made up 
by the great land monopohsts--by those 
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who own<Jd valuable property in Que<Jn 
street, and by tbose who were rc-.porwble 
for large inc<>me tax payments. By mak
ing up the deficiency from the consoli
dated revenue, the burden was thus being 
shared b~- those people." 

Land monopolists and ('ueen-street land
ownt•l'S did not 11ec-d to pay the extra Ltxa~ 
tion in1posed ou tht'·n. The:- had power to 
pa~s on Rny extra taxation in1posdd on then1, 
and it ""a'3 the ntan on the land and the \Vork
ing uan who would be called upon to pay the 
extra taxation which ·yould bo imposed if the 
rail 1 ·<,-av ~ vvere continued as the GoYcrnment 
ve1c ,-'~m_ing them. If they gave the people 
free ralhvays, the 1noncy had to como out of 
re-, onue. Thev hcmrd hon. members on the 
other side quoting figures to show how few 
farmers paid taxation, and hDw few cane
growers paid taxation. Why did they not 
tell them how many paid taxation 
indirectly? But they liked to get into 
''!-Iansard" figures which were n1isleading. 
Considering the good seasons they had had, 
it was very strange to see that the rail
ways had such a deficit. He did not know 
what the deficit would have boon had they 
had a drought to contend with, such as other 
Governments had had, who had managed, in 
spite of bad times, to make the railways pay. 

They found a reduction of train services 
going ?n throughout tho country, which was 
not gomg to do good for the development of 
the country. If they increased train services 
they would induce people to settle on th~ 
land. For his part, he would make available 
for selection all the good land that was 
adjacent to existing railways. The Go;ern
ment 1vere borrowing money to build rail
wa.vs, but they were losing money on the 
raih,, ays they built. \Vhy not spend the 
money on the land adjac0nt to the railwa:s 
they, had built? That, he thought, would 
go a long way_ ~owards making those lines a 
paymg propos1bon. 

Their rolling-stock was in a deplorable 
condition. \Yh0n the Government took ovo1· 
the railways,_ the rolling-stock and everything 
connectccd w1th the railways was in a good 
condition. 

OPPOSITION MEliiBERS: Hear, hear! 

~1r. CL.\ YTO:'{: And, when assets of that 
kind got right dov\·n, it was going to cost an 
enormou,; amount to bring them back into 
the fine state in which they had been before 
the Government took otlice. There was also 
a shortage of rolling-stock, and ho did not 
think they had seen a pound of paint put 
o;1 the carriages or anything in connection 
with the 1:ailways fo•: years. The Chairman, 
Rl a practJCal man, knew what would happen 
to . eo ache" and carriages if they were not 
pamted ; 1 t would be useless to attempt to 
repair them at a later stage. 'I'heir loco
motives were also in a deplorable state, so 
that-although he was not an engineer-he 
thought it would take an enormous amount 
!"lore fuel to drive them than if they were 
1n a good &tate of repair. They experienced 
delays through the breaking down of enginel, 

and he thought it was the dutv 
[5 p.m.] of the Government to spenJ 

more money to put their rolling
stock in a good condition, inste.ad of 
rctrenchmg a lot of their men. He did 
not. know wh~ther he would bo popular in 
saymg that 1t was a scandalous state of 

nifairs that the Government had increased 
tlw salaries of the highly-paid officials of the 
Railway Department and had sacked men 
'nd ":omen from those railways. The 
Government had done that, and wore now 
pooling the work in the department. The 
railw"tys to-day were seething with discontent 
owing to the actions of the Government in 
sacking men and pooling the work for those 
who wore kept on. It was nothing short of 
a reduction in wages. \V hen hon. members 
on that side of the Chamber mentioned any· 
tLi11g in connection ·with wages, they were 
called the "low-wage party," yet they knew 
that hon. member" opposite were a "no 
wage party." The Government had got into 
the present pooition because they had spent 
loan money extravagantly when they had it 
to spend. He was going to refer to the 
Tinana deviation. Ho did not know whether 
ho would be in order in referring to a work 
conncded with the place where the Chairman 
vas from. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman 
will be in order in referring to that on the 
Loan Estimates. 

Mr. CLAYTON: He had-intended referring 
to the Proston line, but he had learned a 
little since the hon. member for Mirani had 
been trcat.ed so rightly-should he put it? 

He was opposed to any incr-ease in freight' 
and fares. The man on the land was n<>t in 
a position to stand any increase in freights 
now that the price of his produce was com
ing down. If the freig-hts were increased, 
the man on the land would have to bear 
t.bat incr ase. He hoped that the Govern
ment would not increase freights at the 
present time. If the freights were altered 
and the man ou the land was able to stand 
it, he was fair and reasonable and would be 
prepared to carry the burden t.hat would be 
imposed upon him. If the freight on coal 
could be lessened, it would be an inducement 
to develop the coal areas, and more coal 
would be carried on the railways. 'Where 
the coal industry was going to get a serious 
bump in Queensland and Australia was be
cause of the likelihood of big liners using oil 
instead of coal. He would like to see t.he 
freight on coal reduced so that they could 
got rid of the large quantity of coal before 
any method was adopted whereby oil was 
used in place of coal. In view of the bad 
finances of 'the Railway Department, he 
ho.-led that the Minister would set an 
cxamp],, to hon. members opposite and the 
people of Queensland, and try to economise 
as far as possible in that department. vVhen 
Ministers travelled they should travel, as hon. 
members had to, like ordinary hnman beings. 
He had seen a casL coming down from the 
Ko.:;th where a Minister had members of the 
Government party with him; and, instead of 
coming into the sleeping car where ther€ 
were plenty of berths available, the Minist·er 
had a special carriage put on to the train, 
and, o-,,-ing to the heavy weight of those 
carriages, an extra train had to be made up 
in Maryborough to bring the Minister down. 
Inst.ead of one train coming to Brisbane, 
another trip had to be made involving a 
considerable cost to the Railway Department. 
Ministers instead of spending a lot of money 
"junketing " about the country in the way 
th<"y did and telling their electors on the 
platform how they were going to conduct the 
affairs of the State, should travel as ordinary 

i¥ r. Clayton. J 
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human beings, and so do something to cut 
.down the expenditure and so provide some 
work for the men and women who, unfortu
nat.ely, had to be retr·enched from the 
railway service. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): He wished to 
deal with some of the critic'isms and sugges
tions that had been made. Apart from 
the. deplorable piffle talked by the hon. 
member for Wide Bay, the debate generally 
had been interesting. It was deplorable t.hat 
a man should be paid £500 per annum to 
talk such piffle. Suggestions and criticism 
had been offered, and the discussion had 
been inter·esting for more than one reason. 
First of all, because hon. members oppo
site were continually asserting before the 
Auditor-General's report came down, "Wait 
until we get the Auditor~G·eneral's report!" 
They got that report, and the sun rose 
as usual, there were no comets in the 
sky, t·he railways ran just the same as 
usual, and nothing unusual happened. In
stead of hon. members opposite getting any 
fuel to support their criticisms of the Rail
way Department from the Auditor-General's 
report, they found that the report was devoid 
of any serious criticism of the department. 
The Auditor-General rightly pointed out that 
the enormous percentage increase in expen
ditm·o that the Railway Department was 
'Ubjected to was the result of the increased 
wages bill, and t.he increased cost of fuel, 
material, etc., and he also inferentially 
pointed out that the Government policy of 
keeping freights and fares down was respon
sible for the earnings being considerably less 
"than they would be and smaller in compari
son with the expenditur·e than !·hey might 
have been if the policy was pursued in this 
Btate as in others of raising freights and 
fares automatically with working expenses. 
After the Auditor-General's report was avail
able hon. members found they could fin<! no 
support for their wild assertions that the 
railway administration was unsatisfactory, 
and they came with a fresh crv that the 
Government refused to allow t-hem to discuss 
the Railway Estimates. They said, " Why 
not bring on the Railway Estimates?'' Imme
diately the l·eader of the Opposition made 
that complaint, the Premier, supported by 
himself, asserted that the leader of the Oppo
sition and his colleagues would have the 
Railway Estimates immediately the Works 
Department Estimates, which were then under 
consideration, had been disposed of. He 
would say honestly, advisedly, and deliber
ately, that there had been no damaging 
criticism of the railway administration by 
hon. members opposite. The discussion had 
revealed many angles and viewpoints very 
wide in their diversity, but !·here was nothing 
damaging, after taking into consideration the 
policy of the Government, which was to keep 
.down freights and fares to a reasonable level 
rather than to increase them, as had been 
done in Tory-governed States. If there ha·d 
been bad administration, it would have been 
Teflectcd in the t1gures relative to the 
employees engaged. During the six years of 
Labour administmtion, the increase in tho 
number of employees had not been nearly so 
great as dm·infJ the last three years of Tory 
administration. \VheTe, then, was there any 
proof of unc:1tisfnctory administration? The 
argument advanced that the railway adminis-

fMr. CZa:ytnn. 

tration was unsatisfactory was based on t.he 
as.sumption that the earnings did not corres
pond with the expenditure. 

lYir. VowLES: You have a decreased service. 

'Ehe SECRETARY FOR R} .. ILWAYS: 
They had an increa-'ed train mileage. It was 
hardly necessary to emphasise the fact t.hat 
the earnings could be made up immediatoly 
to the point of expenditure if they pursued 
the policy of increasing fares and h-eights
which they haJ not done, and which they 
did not intend to do at the present time. 
It was very regrettable that he had to 
emphasise that point, but the assertion had 
been made coolly, t.ime and again, without any 
reference t·o the facts at all, that the adminis
tration was unsatisfactory simply because the 
earnings did not correspond to the expendi
ture. He had stressed the fact time and 
again that the earning-s did not corr€spond 
wibh the expenditure in other departments. 
There might be some difference in detail, 
but the principle was the same. 

Mr. KERR: You said that the other Aus
tralian States have increased their fares and 
freights, while you have not. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
figures he had quoted previously had been pre
pared by the officers of the department. Those 
figures-which had been published in " Han
sard "-showed that the increase·; in Queens
land had been lower during the last five 
year" than in any of the States where their 
opponents were in power. When the leader 
of t.he Nationalist party was speaking on th€ 
question of the railway deficit, he (Mr. 
Larcombc) had asked him, by way of inter
jection, if he thought the same argument 
should apply to education; and the hon. 
member replied, " No, that is a different 
matter." It was a different matter, but the 
principle was the same. That was to say, 
the indirect return from the Education 
Department justified the enormous expendi
ture of £1,000,000 per year, ,although there 
was no direct return or profit from it. The 
railway deficit could be justified on similar 
grounds. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Could you apply that prin
ciple toO the prisons, too? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : His 
argument was that the railways stood in a 
similar relationship to education to the State, 
because of the tremendous benefit<J the com
munity derived from both. In attempting to 
bring about a railway surplus they might 
injure land settlement, agricultural produc
tion, mining development, and everything 
that would have a tendency to send the 
population into the country, and that would 
be purchasing a surplus at an excessive cost. 
He intended to deal with that point very 
fully, and he made no apologies for the time 
he would take up. The Railway Estimates 
were very important, and he was not going to 
allow hon. members to criticise those Esti
mates without his being able to place his 
views on the mo.!ter in "Hansar·d," so that 
the electors of Keppel and other elect.ors 
",)nld be able to read his reply. If all the 
criticisms and suggestions were not noted, it 
,,·ould not be because of want of courtesy, 
but bec,t-se of lack of time to deal with t·hem. 

He would emphasise, first, that the Railway 
Ilqmrtment had effected a considerable 
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saving this ;;·car, as compared with the pre
vious year, of approximately £216.000. Not 
one nl '111. r o; thf' Op110S~tion n1entioncd the 
fact. Snr lln~ ~-df had b:._,•n dispPnsed ·with, 
and Yariou::; changes effected in the '' orking 
of th· cll•partnwnt. and economy was being 
brought about. 

Mr. VoWLES: Has not the decreased cost 
<Jf material contributed to it' 

Th., SL:~:RKL\RY FOR IL\IL \Y .\ YS: 
Not Y.~l. ..uch. bectlu-·c there ha<.l not brf'n a 
n1atrTiq} dE rr£'~;;0 UJ) t:) the present. In sorne 
case~ <11 Jt. ri·:1l w 13 ~r:n -:CO or 500 per cont. 
high ;· th:~n it '·"'" in 1914. Although prjcce 
might ·chop soon, a lot of material had been 
purcl1s::c1 at p1·ice~ ruling last y0~zx. They 
had tD 1lu" stock in son1e case-:; for a f'Ol1-
siderablC' ti,ne ahead. 

Mr. G1mE~: Are vou not cutting r!<Jwn 
some of the train services? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\'AYS: 
~o; 1vo are adjusting the service on son1e 
lines. 

::VIr. GREEX: In the North? 
'l'ho SECRETARY FOR K\IL\YAYS: 

They were not cutting down, they were simply 
adjudi ng tho~e Fervicrs. The hon. me1nbcr 
knew that tl1p clo~il':I down of the Cloncurr:· 
line rc;tc:cred unnl~r;c:3arv the nun1bc r of 
trair, llrcvicus]y rtul, and it was the sr~me 
with rcg .. rd to Mount :\Iorgan. The,- mi§!ht 
r"1t t0 running- the sa-n~ nun1ber of trains 
to 1\louut l\.ifn~·gan, lKcause the _tine v.,as 
closed dr \--:-n. 

Mr. GREEX: \Ve have a. worse service to 
Charters Tower_, than "·e have had for a 
long time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
point IY, mad,' by Gc;Ycrnnh:-ilt n1E'nl1H:rs that 
there ,, lS a derline of revenue, '"hich ren
dered a readjustment of the staff nccessa1·y. 
That argument applied more p"'rticularly to 
the fir et three month. of the pre"ent finan
cial yr<>r. Railway deficits cxist(d in Queens
land before the Labour Gm·ernmcnt came 
into powc1:, and in other countries and States 
whcr<: thore 1.:verc no Labour admini;;.;+-ration~. 
Frc;ghts and fare> had b<ccn increased in other 
countries under Tory goYernments. There 
had bum plenty of vague criticism by hon. 
nlerr>1 'T" n:1po~ite but thC'v hAd not Vi7Cflk
cnod thn po· it ion which ,he' had c ,tablishcd. 
The criticism had been largely politicaL 
Hon. members opposite had a right to criti
cise as an Opposition. but they wer0 n<Jt 
ronccrncd about tho logic of tht ir criticif.m 
so long as it went down with the electors and 
they could deceive th- m. 

Hon. \V. H. BAP.NES: That i' like vour-
self. (Opposition laughter.) " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No,. 
it was not. \Vhat was wrong with the state
ments he quoted? 

:\Jr. \TO\'JLES: They are not a!l in ''Ha.n
sard.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was a serious thing to say. All the· 
tables h·.: had quoted were in " Hanoard." 
Imnwdiately he finished his speech he tied 
up his notes and sent them up t<J the 
•· Hansard" staff. Ho had given the figures
to show that there was a decrease of railway 
emplo:- ees, and that there had been an 
increase in train mileage in 1921 undt~l~ 
Labour administration, as compared witn an 
increase in e1nployees and a decrease in 
train mileage in 1912 under their opponents' 
administrati<Jn. All the figures he gave had 
been verified by the officers of the depart
ment. 

A few facts and figures "ould strikingly 
illustrate the difficulties of railway manage
ment in Queensland. They had an area of 
675,000 square miles, a population <Jf about 
670,000, and 5,700 odd miles of railways
a grc,ter railway mileage than any _other 
State in Au .. tralia. Everv reasonable-mmdecl 
critic would realise the difficulties of railway 
admi!Jictration in Queensland. He was 
reminded of what the Chief Commi-3ioner 
of the Kew South \Vales railways said con
('! rnj 'Jg such vague and unfair criticisn1. In 
the "Daily Mail" <Jf 25th Augmt last, he 
was rc)J'Jrted to have said-

" Every day the railways shifted 
21.000.006 tons one mile; and yet, if a 
parcel "cnt aotray, it was put do,,·n to 
rotten management." 

T!1cr,, \VU" nhn1vs a C'Prtain an1ount of dis
sati"fa.ction in eVery big concern. Hon. mem
ben would hang on straps in the trams when 
they were going home and neYer cDmplaln 
in the Prcs',; but, if the State had control 
of the trams, the Press would bo filled with 
complaints about the unsatisfactory manag2· 
nwnt of the State-owned tramways. lie· 
miv ht m Lkc a short strr tistical con1pari:;On 
of QueensLnd with other State·; to ,how how 
thev stood with regard to miles of railway 
opc.ned. capit8l invested, and co~t per mile, 
8 nd, to sa-VC time, he \YOUld ]CUt the tabl{' 
into "Hansard" without reading it. '·:th the 
pertnis.sion of hon. men1bers. 

'I'he CHAIRMAN: Is it tho p'u are of 
the Committee that the table be pur. into· 
"Hansard"? 

HoxoDR.\mE ME~IBERS: Hear, ho"'r 1 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \Y A YS: 

CmiPAR:\.TIVF: A~ALYSTS 01~ RATLVI".\.Y Ac:::ouNTs I::."l" THE STATF.s OF QuR.~::'>l"SLAXO, ~F:w SoUTH \V'ALFS, VICTORIA, 
SOUTII AUSl'H.A.LTA, ~VE..;TJ'Ut~ A..USTR-\LIA, A~D THE DO:UIXTO:-.l Ol<' NI•~W ZE.-\ LA.XD (TAKKX nw::\I TIIF: L-\.Tl<:ST 
OFFTCL\.L RE .... ~lRDS). 

Particulars. 
i Queensland. 
I 

~ew South 
Wales. 

Victoria. South 
Australia. 

17\-'estern 
Australia 

Year ended Year enrled Yea1· ended Year ended Year ended Yrn1· < niled 
----------. 30June, !920. 30 June, 192<1.; ~0 June, H1W 30 June, 1919 30 June, 1920. 31 >Iar:. 1920 

Area in square miles 6711,500 309,4~0 87,88·1 3S0.070 f\73,920 ]i':l,fl61 
Popu!ali•m 737.085 2,002.63i 1,467,18~ 455,900 3'J1,005 1.~~-l.915 

:\Iiles open . .. , 5,6% 5,015~ 4,191 2,29J :1,539 :1,006 
Capital expended on 

£18,062,354 £36,390,115 open lines £12,186,985 £79,318,917 £57,545,337 £19,029,801 
Population per mile or 

407 railway 130 399 350 199 94 

Hon. J. Larcombe.J 
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That comparison would supplement the 
n rgumcnts •,vhich he had put before the 
Committee. He wiched to quote the remarks 
of the hon. mcmh~r for Oxley, who, speP~king 
ia the Chambrr in February, L12J, sa~d-

" \Ye know quite well that in matters 
of finance, in matters of making our 
railwuy8 and such like institutions pay, 
the quc'tion of immigration is of vital 
importanrc. and to ronton1,plate a Statr 
('£ :-;uch diniCnsions \vith such a 
populatjo11-that, in rny judgrncnt, 
rriyc.s the ret•Aon \vhv so manv of our 
~ntcrpriscs f.aii at th8 present tin1e." 

·Cccasion.11lv thnir opponents appreciated the 
T'vsition, and gave the true reason why rail· 
1vav and other services in Queensland were 
1•ot payi'lg. \Vith such a large railway 
mileage in a snarsely populated country hke 
Qucor;sland, there were great difficulties in 
n-~.ihray acl.ministration. 

Mr. FRY: Are you in favour of immigra
·tion? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
·The Government had been endeavouring for 
months to induce the Federal Government 
t<> a,dvance the money for an immigration 
scheme in the Burnett district, but had not 
succeeded. 

Mr. G. P BARNES: The Commissioner for 
Railw1vs tells you not to build more lines, 
but to "use the ·lines you have got. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY8: 
,Surelv the hon. member did not think thev 
were "building too many lines at the prescn't 
time ! 'l'hey had only the Bowen coalfield 
line, the line from Millaa Millaa to Tarzali, 
the G argott to Owens Creek line, and the 
Innis£ail to Tullv River line under construc
tion at the pres.:nt time. The trouble in the 
past had been that their op;>onents had con
structed too manv lines Ln i.hc san;e dnec
·tion; and were r'esponsible for the JH'eSPnt 
position of affairs. They might take the 
Tarong line as an exau1ple. That Jinp ran 
parallel to the Kingaroy-Nanang-o line for 
a distance of 18 miles. At no point was the 
distance between them more tinn 12 miles. 
For the fir,t 4 miles the lines W<JrG w,t 4 ll1iles 
apart, and for 6 miles not 8 miles apart. 

'That \Vas a purely political line. It was not. 
built in accordance with the origma'i recom
mendations of the experts of the d8QUTtm~nt. 
Hon. members opposite talked about pt•litical 
ir.terference. vVhy did the Tory Government 
at that time interfere with the scheme recom
n,endcd by the experts? That was one ol 
tandicaps the present Administration had 
to contend with. 

:VIr. EDWARDS : \Vhy not explain what the 
object was in adopting the two routes? vVas 
it not to connect with the Downs and the 
Brisbane Valley lines? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was not the proposal-ha had looked 
up the papers in the matter. There 11 g' 
proof of political influence which h>td been 
exerted; it was due to Tory 1nala drninist~·a
tion. It was no use '1on. meGlbCl'3 opr,os!tl) 
attempting to say that thctt was not " political 
line. It was a political luw, and a rwrJnrtner•t 
handicap on the Railway Department. Hon. 
members opposite had talked in a very 
glib wa.y about mismanagement and the 

<t;ncatisfactor.v state of railway administration. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

~U 5.30 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brcrner), 0ne of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved tho 
Chairman in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Phrase' iik that were .-cry cheap. General 
remarks, unsupllortcd by ;"ound eYidcncc, 
wc1·o c•asily made. Ho would giYe hon. 
gL•ntlcinGn ~:1rr1e evidence fn_:on1 th" reports 
of the Auditor-General concerning Tory 
administration. Hon. members opposite 
always started off with the supposition that 
"''crything in the Tory garden was beautiful. 
Ho was going to show them a few prickly
pears, a few brambles, in the Tory adminis
trative garden. At page 53 of his report for 
1913 the )wdi tor-G encral said-

" I have not yet been furnished with 
the detailed stock sheets, but am 
informed that at all the principal centres 
the stocks were found to be fairly correct, 
with the exception of the Chief 
Engineer's Branch, where shortages 
amounting, approximately, to £10,000 in 
the stock of permanent ay material, as 
compared with the books, were found. 
The explanation is that material to a 
considerable extent has been issued from 
time to time without a requisition, and 
there is therefore no record in the books ; 
with the result that the goods appear to 
be short. ~\n officer of the railway audit 
:,taff has been engaged, by direction of 
the Commissioner, for fully two months 
endeavouring to trace the issues cover
ing the shortages. 'I'his appears to ma 
to be extremely unsatisfactory, and calls 
for a drastic alteration of system." 

That was the criticism of Tory administra
tion in 1913. 

Mr. CousER: The Auditor-General said he 
was not going to check some accounts this 
year because it would cost too much. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was being done with the Auditor-General's 
sanction. Under Tory administration there 
was cause for complaint. 

Mr. CORSER: By 1914 they had rectified 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Again, in his report for 1913, the Auditor
General said, at page 51-

" In perusing this report I was struck 
with the magnitude of stocks held by yoll 
and by the enormous increase in your 
stores suspense account. 

" There are several other matters con
nected with your stores system to which 
I would like to invite your attention at 
a future date, but thev are overshadowed 
by the enormous sum of £786,000-ove• 
£400,000 of which is without PaJ;lia
n1cntary sanction. 

"In my opinion the Loan Fund 
Account has been operated on 
,,,·ithout the authority or knowledge of 
Parliament." 

What had hon. members to say to that
increase in the Stores Suspense Account and 
to the Loan Account being operated on with
out the sanction or authority of Parliament? 
(Opposition interruption.) The hon. member 
for Bu>cnett referred to 1914. He would give 
a quotation from the report of the Auditor
General for that vear-

" The purchase of the Renard road 
train and recently the McKeen motor
cars have, unfortunately, proved a costly 
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-experiment to the department. The 
price paid for the former was £4.106 7s. 
and tho c0st of n1aking roads for the 
running o£ s1.rne £2_.762. During the 
time it was in use vrorking expPnses 
amounted to £957 5s. 6d. and the earn
ings £209 6s. Sd. 

"The total expenditure to the middle 
of May last in connection with the ]lur
chase and erection of the five McKcen 
{':trs, including Customs duty, \Yas 
£35.727. being· £12.352 in cxce•s of the 
contract price. The Rcnard road train 
has been scrapped in the worbhop yards 
for so1ne tin1e-after faili11g to perforn1 
the work expected of it." 

That was a monument to 'rJry Inisnutnagc
mcnt. 

Mr. CoRSER: Ono was running the othc·r 
day. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Vhat did it cost to put them in running 
order? 

Mr. CoRSER: You know. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Unfortunately, he did. The earnings in con
nection with that co•.tly experiment, the 
Renard road train, amounted to nearly 
£900. for a return of £200. A nice little 
deficit that was! The McKeen cars cost 
.£35.727--£12,352 in exce" of the estimate. 
There were other co· .. tly toys. This was th'' 
great 'I'ory administration that hon. mem
bers opposite nicl tb y sh)uld go back to! 
In COlllparison, the> vre.~cnt Administration 
was perfect. In 1914 he found tho Audifor
General referred also to the following· 
facts :-He intimated that in 1913 he pointed 
out that se~·eral chief officers were receiving 
salaries in excess of the amounts voted hy 
Parliament for the year 1913. He referred 
the matter to the Attorney-General, \\·ho sup
ported his contention. He informed the 
department. His decision was flouted. He 
stated-

" I have no desire to oppose the 
advancement of officers in the service, 
but I submit that the proper procedure 
has not been followed in this instance, 
and that Parliament should have been 
consulted in the matter." 

Parliament was flouted, the Auditor-General 
was insulted, by the Tory party when in 
power. 'l'hat was the party which was 
gomg to teach the Labour party how to run 
±he railways! 

Mr. K~RR: \Vhat was their surplus th •.t 
_year? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He would refer to surpluses and deficits 
under their respective headings. For the 
purpose of clarity of reasoning he was deal
ing with each branch under its proper head. 
Th( tank engine"' pur,__;hased by the party of 
ban. members opposite cost £74.000. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: And they are still 
running and doing good work. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
To enable them to run, the lines and bridges 
had to be strengthened; and there was made 
the sudden discovery that there had been a 
little blunder amounting to £50,000. That 
was the record of the party that for the 
last year or two ha-d been talking abont rail
way administration not being satisfactory ! 

Mr. CoRSER: They paid interest on all 
those things. 

The SECRETAR'C FOR RAILWA':S: 
lie did not say thos'' wno thins, that 
another Administration \\·ould not have done. 
He wanted to balance them, however, with 
the criticism made against the present Go
vernment. If, by compariwn, he could show 
such a record of Tory maladministration, he 
was sure the electors would never dream of 
chang·ing· from Labour Administration to such 
a pa;ty as that. He wanted to quote briefly 
concerning Tory administration elsewhere. 
Thcv had had the Tory administration of 
Victoria held un as an example for them to 
follow. The f,;llowing quotation was from 
the Melbourne " Age" of last year:-

" y~ esterda.J~ a reprcsentatiYe 1neeting 
of the gTain and produce trade made a 
pathetic comp1aint ~bout the ll1lSinanago~ 
rnrnt of the Victonan r~ulwa,\T~. It was 
C'ocrtcd that never within the past 
twenty-five '-·ears had thPy been in a 
\Vors{_~ -corHlition than they arc in to-day. 
~\rnong3t f o cxan1pl, s quo1 .:J in support 
of tl1is ~tatc-mlnt V\ as the case of a truck 
which should have reached its destina
tion in two days being a nconth on the 
road ' and not sighted yet.' Another 
ar,~grioycd consignee had a truck 
ell spatched to him on 24tl1 Ft'1wuary, 
which did not arrive until 16th March, 
and it then took the department three 
c~ayl to find out where it was." 

~'- truck which was dispatched in February 
arrived in !Vlarch, and took three days to 
find ! That was the kind of administration 
which hon gentlemen opposite wanted the 
electors of th<? State to assent to in Queens
land. 

Mr. CORSER: You lost a truck of wheat. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Queensland Raih' ay Department had 
never had a record like that. That was an 
interesting sidelight on how the Tory party 
ran the railways in Victoria. He would 
quote briefly from a Tory journal of New 
Zealand-" The Prp,,s "-of 4th August, 1921. 
In an article on railway finance, it said-

" In the long list of reductions in ser
vices the Canterbury lines are prominent. 
Most of the branch services are to be 
cut down by about half. 

"The working expenses, that is to say, 
absorbed almost the whole of the revenue, 
le-aving nothing to meet the interest on 
the 40,000.000 of money invested in the 
systen1. rrhe railways, that is to sa:v, 
are bPing run at a heavy loss, and it is 
essential that this loss shall be reduced 
if it c<tnnot be wiped out." 

Thev found that in New Zealand, another 
Tory-governed country, the working expenses 
were absmbing practically the whole of the 
earning,, and the farmers' trains had been 
cut down by one-half. That was the system 
hon. mE.mbers opposite wonld have them 
revert to in this St-ate. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTii: They have been 
cut down more than that here. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
The hon. member could not say that. He 
yyanted to f1nalisc his remarb on this branch 
by quoting tho following c x:tract from t_he 
"Fortnightly Rnviow" of June, 1921, with 
regard to the railways in Great Britain-

" The following table will indicate 
more clearly than lengthened argument 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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the difficulties with which railway man
agement has to contend-

Salaries and 
wages ... 

~umber of 
employees 

Tonnage car
ried 

Coal cost 

Cost of ma-

1913. 1914. 

£47,000,000 

643,000 

375,595,000 
£9,100,000 
(approx.) 

£164,000,000 

700,000 

3~0.000,000 
£23,800,000 

terials £33,000,000 £92,000,000 
Total net re-

ceipts £48,395,000 £7,500,000 
Intcrco,t and 

dividends £47,000,000 £6,000,000 
" It will be seen that, while tonnage 

carried has diminished by 35.500,000, the 
:mmbcr of employees has increased by 
76,000, invohing in itself an additional 
wages bill of over £13.000,000, while the 
a::;gregato wages bill has increased be
tween three and four times from 
£47,000,000 to £164,000,000." 

That quotation indicated the world-wide 
nature of railway difficulti< '· In the coun
tries where there was not a Labour 1\dminis
tration the same causes operated, but in a 
more intensified form. All the quotations 
he had made destroyed any criticism which 
had been uq:(ed by hon_ members opposite 
against the Quecw land Labour Administra
tion. Let them see what their Tory opponents 
did in Tasmania on the question of railway 
economy. This year they had increased the 
Commissioner's salary by £300, notwith
standing that it was a time of difficulty and 
distress in that State. If they looked to Tory 
Administration in this State by way of 
analogy, they found the "1me thing. In the 
South Brisbane City Council the Tory party 
increased the Mayor's allowance bY £100 per 
annum. In Brisbane the Mayor's" allowance 
had been fixed at £1,000. The history of 
Tory mismanagement was appalling to a 
degree. It was deplorable. One could never 
suggest that they should go back to a party 
which had such a record. Dealing with the 
Queensland record in comparison with that 
of other States, he would quote the follow
ing: compa.rative analysis of railway returns 
in the States of Queensland, South Australia, 
and \Vest Australia-

1 

I Qneens- Sont:t: Wester.n 
Particulars. 1 l~nd AustrahR. Australut. 

IYP:tr ended Year encle,l Year ended 

I 
30th June, 30th .Tune 30th ,June, 

1920. 1920. 1920. 
------ ------ ---~- -----

£ £ £ 
Earnings per i 7,4!7·67 ·.1.890·±1 5,41S·I5 

E:r~~ng~ per 11,959 33 1,293'23 1,795•47 
carnage 
(coaching) 

Earnings per ' 206 77 171•05 138·15 
wagon ! 
(goods) I 

Earnings per 6 14 7 5 ·k 11 6 18 6 
head of popu- i 
Ja.tion I 

Train mileage 110,443,619 5,412,924 4,851,446 

Hon. members would be able to follow those 
compari<ms closely when thev upneared in 
print_ They would then see how fayourable 
the Queensland position was in comparison 
with that of Western Australia, and South 
Australia in regard to the points upon which 
he had based his comparison. \Vhen one 

fHon. J. Lrucombe. 

realised that Queensland had such a favour
able record in regard to those points of com
parison, they would see the force of his 
contention that the mininmm freights and 
fares policy was the real reason why the 
Administration here showed up so badly m 
a nominal sense. But it was not only the 
nominal appearance they had to consider; 
the whole of the facts and circumstances of 
the admini"tration must be considered. 

The leader of the Opposition spoke on the 
question of overtime. They all must admit 
that the overtime question was an important 
ono, ;'nd every step that could be taken 
should be taken to keep the overtime pay
ments within reasonable bounds. Increa ed 
O\Tortin1e payments did not necessarily mean 
that more overtime was being worked, 
because, with the increa·-e in wages, an 
incn·:<sed rate was payable, aud there might 
be an actual increas~ in the amount paid 
without any increase in the hours worked. 
The question had been receiving the atten
tion of himself, the Comn1issioner, and the 
d<epartmental officers, and he was pleased to 
say that in the first three months of the 
current fmancial year there had been a 
decrease of £11,00.0 as compared with the 
cor re·· ponding period of !act y<ear. The per
centage increases in overtime, and the per
centage of overtime to expenditure during 
different periods were-

OVERTIME. 

Increase 1910-11 over previous 
year 

1912-13 
1919-20 
1920-21 

PERCEKTAGE OF OVERTIME TO 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1919-20 
1920-21 

39.69 per cont. 
12.47 per cent. 
10.09 per cent. 
16.05 per cent. 

ExPENDIT"CRF. 
3.85 per cent. 
~.26 per cent. 
3.27 per cent. 
3.23 per cont. 
3.56 per cent. 
3.54 per cent. 

There was a reduction in the percentag0 of 
overtime to expenditure, notwithstanding that 
an increased amount of overtime was paid 
last year-it was paid for after eight. hours, 
"-hereas formcrlv it was paid after ninety-six 
hours had been 'worked per fortnight. Dur
ing the currency of the war, engine troubles 
brought about by the inability of the depart
ment to get the nece·,sa.ry repair material 
also increased the overtime pay. The depart
n1ent was conscious of the necessity to l"e•trict 
oYertime payments. 

He wanted to read the following memoran
dum he receined from the Commissioner in 
reply to the statement of the leader of the 
Opposition that materials, stores, etc., on 
lines which had been closed down welT 
neglected:-

" I have to advise tha.t on each of th' 
construction jobs which have been closed 
down caretakers have been appointed, 
and ~s much of the plant as possible h<ts 
been put under cO\·er. There are certain 
items of plant, such as piie frames, boilers, 
aud winches, which are exposed to the 
weather, but these a.re receiving- ~tten
tion, tho pile frames have been pamted, 
the boilers tarred, and the bright parts 
of the machinery painted with white 
lead and tallow. and those should not 
be affected b,- the weather to anv g-reat 
extent. Theie are also Koppel wagons, 
muck wagons, and light rails sbcked 
along some of the lines in places, but 
these are not affected by the weather to· 



Supply. [18 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1513 

any great extent, and as a rule ar.e not 
put under cover. 

" On all the lines there are various 
depots of bridge timber and sleepers, but 
the grass is chipped round the stacks to 
prevent fire, and the caretakers make 
frequent inspections to eee that every
thing is safe. All the cal'etakers make 
fortnightly reports to me, and the inspect
ing engineer has visited all tho jobs 
closed down. 

"\Yith regard to the thefts that have 
taken plac", I have to advise that with 
the exception of a quantity of powder, 
and gelignite, that was stolen from the 
magazine at Farleigh, about 460 lb. in 
a~!, thefts have been practically negli
gible. 

Hon. members would thus see that the 
serious charge of the leader of the Opposi
tion was entirely dissipated. 

The hon. members for Normanbv said that 
the Railway Department and the Government 
generally \vero n1aking no effort to encourage 
an export coal trade. That statement was 
entirely at variance with the facts. Every 
assistance had been. given to the companies 
which desired to build up an export trade, 
as he would show by reading a fe" letters; 
hut he would remind hon. members that the 
Federal Government actually imposed a coal 
export en1.bargo some tin1o ago. 

Mr. CORSER: For what reason? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Some lan1:e reason was given that ~4.ustralian 
supplies were not protected. If that were so. 
how were they being protected now 9 Under 
pressure from the CollierY Proprietors' As,o
ciation and the Coal 11iners' Union. the 
Federal Government lifted that embarg·o, but 
the fact rema.ineJ that coal export was 
blocked. 

Mr. CoRSER: At a time when it was neces
s try to block it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members might say that, but, if that 
were so, what was the ~=:ood of blaming 
the Qucconsland GovernmeEt for not ac,si;ting 
Queensland comp·;nies in the export trade? 
The trade had not nf. arly r<ccoYercd from the 
embargo. 

Mr. CORSER: That applih to all industries. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In 

.\ustralia they had mountains of magnificent 
coal. men out of employment, and proprie
tors seeking an export trade. Hon. members 
should write to the Federal Tor:.· party and 
find out wh:,· the embargo >Yas imposed. 

Mr. IVAnREx: Did yen try to get it 
re1novcd? 

At 5.52 p.m., 
Th" CHURMAx resumed the chair. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V A YS : 

They made strong represen·~tions. As Secre
tary for Railways, he rmdd not understanrl 
>YhY it should be impo,Pd, became there was 
plenty of coal in Australia for their own 
requirements as well as for export, and the 
Federal Govcrnineut's action was onlv on a 
par with their action in i nve'·ting about half 
n million pounds in the timber industry and 
milling bu.incss in Queensland and then 
closing down. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: \Vas that embargo not 
caused by strikes in ).I ew South \Vales? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Strikes had been taking place in Australia 

for years paEt, and still were taking place. 
The representatives of the Central Queens
land coal companies-introduced b) the 
hon. member for Fitzroy, the hon. member 
for Mount Morgan, the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, and the hon. member 
for Leichhardt-said to him, "We want 
to commence to build up an export trade, 
and we want you to assist us by building 
us facilities at Broadmount." The Govern
ment agreed. They then sai-d, "Will you 
give us an order of 20,000 tons for North 
Queensland? " The Government said, "Yes, 
we will.'' Since then they had come along 
and said they wanted better facilities for 
loading coal for ports outside Queensland, 
and the Government said, " Anything you 
ask for in reason will be approved." The, 
Government also induced the Federal Govern
ment to make a test of the Styx River coal
a magnificent coa I for steaming purposes
and ihat test had prove-d satisfactory, and 
at the end of the year there· was to be a 
further te~t, which, he believe·d, would lead 
to building up a tremendous export trade 
from the Styx River and Rockhampton ports. 
He wished to read one or two letters selected 
at random from the scores he had received 
from the commercial and indqstrial com
mumt:~ in the Central district. (Opposition 
laughter.) The fir,t was from Mr. Patcrson, 
the manag.er of the Central Queensland Meat 
Export Company, at Lake's Creek-

" I deoire to congratulate you on the 
decision of the Cabinet to make use o£ 
the long-neglected port of Broadmount 
for the export of coal from this division, 
a deci',ion to which, I am sure, your 
influence contributed." 

The Hon. C. F. Nielsen, a director of the 
Rlair Athol Company, wrote-

" Bundaberg, 12th September, 1921. 
" The Hon. J. Larcombe, Minister for 

Railways, 
" Railway Offices, Gem·ge street, 

Brisbane. 
" Dear Mr. Larcombe,-

" I wish to thank you for the arrange
ments made for my visit to Broadmouno 
on the 3rcl instant, which were in cvcrv 
\Yay n1ost satisfactory. 

" At present I am unable to say what 
sug-gcstiun I am likely to receive from 
tlw engineer who inspected tho natural 
faciliti<'", but I am in hopes that some 
practical suggestion may result which 
will l!ltimately lead to an export of coal 
beyond the State. 

" Again thanking you. 
" Yours faithfully, 

"CHAS. F. NIELSO::-!." 

The manager of the Central Queensland 
Meat Export Company wired him when he 
was about to open a section of the North 
Coast line as follows :-

"Regret owin1t accumulation work 
unable be present congratulating you on 
pushing ahead with work under present 
great difficulties." 

An OPPOSITION ME:l!BER: That is important. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was very important, considering the 
criticism of the hon. member for Normanby, 
for it showed what the commercial 'community 
thought of the action of the Government in 
giving those facilities at Broadmount, and 

lion. J. Larcombe.] 
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the orders to the Blair Athol Company, and 
in opening up tho North Coast, line to 
Mackay. 

With reference to the suggested transfer 
of a crane from l\!Iaryborou,gh to Broadmount, 
mentioned by the hon. member for Nor
manbv, he wanted to saY that the coal cam
panic; had nev0r asked .. for a crane. Their 
engineer wa· allowel to go there and co
operate with the railway engineer, and devise 
the necessary facilities for the export of coal. 
Practically everything asked for by the com
panies was granted. Requests had been made 
from time to t'me for assistance to the export 
of coal from B'outhern Queensland. and he 
had consented to receive a deputation from 
one of the companies concerned with refer
ence to the erection of an electric crane at: 
Pinkcnba. The deputation subsequently 
waited on the Trea• urer whilst he was absent 
nn the North Coast I ine ; but a report from 
tho Commissioner, whom he had asked for 
Rome informat.ion, read-

" Memo. for Hon. Minister. 
"\Vith reference to proposed deputa

tion from the Colliery Proprietors' Coun
cil concerning the question of erecting an 
additional crane at the Woe lloongabba 
Railway Wharf, I beg to inform you that, 
in addition to the electric crane, there 
arc four steam cranes, and they are in 
no way used to anything like approaching 
their full capacity. 

" I am ql.!oting hereunder for ::our in
formation particulars of the coal shipped 
over the Woolloongabba wharf for the 
last ten years, namely :-

Tons. 
1911 321,182 
1912 280,945 
1913 313,704 
1914 324,337 
1915 296,041 
1916 215,924 
1917 254,001 
1918 233.437 
1919 173,742 
1920 267,732 
1921 (seven months) 150,297 

From this it will be observed that the 
quantity shipped has fallen considerably 
of late years, and the same facilities exist 
to deal with the reduced traffic. Notwith
standing that there arc five cranes at 
W oolloongabba, including the electric 
,~ranc, the latter would be sufficient for 
all rcquir0ments if the boats were dealt 
with .in rotation. The e kctric crane is 
not in use half its time, and is very often 
only used for a couple of hours a day. 

" I do not consi-der there is any neces
sity for increasing the cranage at Wool
loongabba wharf at present. 

"(Sgd.) J. \','.D. 
"23rd August, 19~." 

The Treas~rcr had received a deputation, 
and he pomted out that, if the necessary 
encouragement was given for additional 

export trade, the Cabinet would 
[7 p.m.] consider the question of pro-

viding additional export facili
tiels. The infoi·mation he had given in detail 
entirely dispo;ed of the argument of the 
hon. member for Normanbv that the 
Government had not given the necessary 
encouragement to the coal export trade. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

The hon. nwmbcr for Enoggera had dealt 
at great length with raihvay a-dministration, 
n.nd quoted a lot of figures which he did not 
ir.tcnd to reply to in detail. The. hon. 
member haJ. estimated the approx1mate 
increase jn salaries and v;ages, stores, fuel, 
etc., since 1915 at £2.118,000. According to 
the information that had been compJ!ed by 
t!w department that was an underestimate. 
Since the year 1914-15, the incrcnsn ,_,-e,·•. ~ 

Salaries a.nd wage"' 
Stores and contingencies 
Fuel 

£ 
2,039.000 

363,000 
228,000 

£2,630,000 
That was since 1914-15, the financial year 
vrior to the present Government assuming 
control of the Treasury benches and the 
railway administration. The figures he had 
quoted were £572,000 greater than those 
giv('n by the hon. member for Enoggera .. 

The hon. member a.!so omitted to mention 
thut the average cost of coal had increased 
in 1914-15 fron, 10s. S~d. per ton to 20s. 10d. 
in 1920-21 and that the price of rails had 
increased 'from £8 per ton in 1914-15 to 
£17 2:c. 6d. in 1920-21. They were tremen
dcus increaces that had been overlooked by 
the hon. member. 

Hon. members opposite, including the 
hon. member for Bulimba, had made refer· 
CJ1c·e to what they considered the unsa~is
factory condition of the accommodatl;m 
provided for railway employees. . The Mm
i.'ter and the Cabinet generally, reahsed 
that the ac~ommodation was not what it 
should be, but they also acserted that they 
].Jd Jono enu1mouslv more than was done 
Ly their precl.eceseors~ It wa~ really largely 
owing to the fact that the1r predecessors 
left such an accumulation of '' ork to be 
clone that the present Government had taken 
so long to catch up with the arrears. 

Mr. T. R. RaBERTS: Do you allow the 
plea of financial embarrassment to apJ?lY 
to private individuals in cm;ncctwn w1~h 
providing proper accommodahon for then 
employee;;? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There was no financial embarrassment with 
the previous Administration. The previous 
Administration had splendid seasons, no 
war, no financial boycott, and trade was 
normal ; and they had a, splendid chance of 
corrying out the policy of improving the 
ncconunodation for raihvay employees. In 
1814-15 the amount expended from revenue 
and ou the Loan Estimate·, for the construc
tion of honBes for railway employees was 
£1,912, and in 1920-21 the amount was 
£15,044. That was a great difference, 
nr,d emphasised in a striking manner what 
ho had said by way of interjection that after
noon, that the prosont Govol'nment vvere 
doing enormously more than their predeces
sors in that resnect. Between 1916-17 and 
1920-21, the present Government had spent 
£30.242 on accommodation o£ that kind. He 
did 'not contend seriouslv that all that should 
be done had been done,' but the Government 
were constant!:- endeavouring to catch up 
with arrears. There was not the same cause 
for complaint now as when the present 
Administration first took over the railways. 

Mr. PETRTR: \Yould not £10,000 go a good 
deal further in 1914-15? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The amount spent in 1914-15 was £1,912, and 



[18 OcTOBER. j Supply. 1Dl5 

the amount epent in 1920-21 1ras £15.044. 
'Tho•,o \Vcre the fignrL'~ for the last YC.lr of 
H ,, anti-L·,bonr Administration and the last 
;.ear of Labour Administration. If the party 
c pposite ·were o dt,pcratcl.y anxious to 
i111nrovo thu condition of raihvav \vorkers, 
thc;y had the opportunity when things were 
r-ormal. :-st the:~· failed to spend more than 
ih · >mall amount of money he had mentioned. 
~rhcre :' tq no reasonable basitS for con111laint 
wLen one analysed the figures he had quoted. 

Mr. VOWLES: You are compelling private 
unployors to do what you are not doing 
yourselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
T.hey were gradually overtaking the arrears. 

The leader of the N ationali,t party had 
ckalt with the question of the railway deficit 
in a very interesting way, and he (Mr. Lar
ccmbe) could not complain of the viewpoint 
placed before the Committee by that hon. 
mcembcr. He entir-ely dibented from the 
argument that the r11ilway scnice should be 
treated in the same lig.ht as private business 
concerns. The analog-y was fatal, for the 
rca',On that a fHivl,te c-ornpany was concerned 
about profits only ,and about a direct return 
on its money. l'rivate companies were unuer 
r;o obligation to assist land settlement, 
stimulate agricultural dcvelopn1ont, n1ining 
<:ievelopmcnt, or to induce people to g-o out 
in the co·>cttry and remain there. That was 
an obligation upon the State. If they were 
to treat the raik a.ys in the same way as a 
p ivate concern conducted its business, the 
same argument applied to education; but 
that was not a fair method of reawning. 
They had to consider the indirect benefit 
derived from education. As far as possible 
they should balance the ledger, although the 
time would come in thP history of the State 
when that would not be considered as nearly 
so essential as it was to-da''· He believed 
that the objection to the" railway deficit 
to-day was not so much to the deficit itself 
as to the way in which it was to be made up. 
It was to be made up by the great land 
monopolist and great wealthy companies. 

Mr. JONES: And small selectors. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
l'i o; t.he small selectors were being relieved. 

Mr. Jmms: By raising their rent 300 per 
cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
What "ould be the effect of relieving the 
land monopolist and wealthy companies from 
this burden of taxation, and tranBferring a 
deficiency of something like £2,000,000 from 
the Consolidated Revenue to the users of the 
railway-the small primary producers, and 
those concerned in mining development, coal 
export, and other such tra,ders? The ques
tion \Vas one of conflicting ideas. It was a 
qncstion as to where the readjuotment should 
trtke place-whether they ohould go on a.s 
trtey were doing. getting the deficiency from 
the wealthy, or whether they should place tLo 
burden of taxation upon the primary pro
ducers and small selectors and those who 
wont out a,.< ay from the railways and towns 
to build up this great Stare. 

Mr. VowLES: You want to reverse that 
and give the producers more encouragement. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They were g•vmg them encouragement, be
cause the rate on agricultural produce was 

lower than in uny other Stat,e in Australia, 
a~1d the increased rates on the noct<~saries of 
life had been Ycrv small and had been lov:er 
than in any othe1: State, indicating that they 
had all the time considered the primary pro
ducers. The effect of t-he poiicy advocated 
by hon. memben opposite would be simply 
to transfer a burden of ne,,<rly £2.000,000 
from, the wealthy city magnates to the pro
ducers in the country. 

Mr. RonERTS: Do vou not think that the 
Jnan in th2 cit.y geh~ the advant.1.ge of the 
cheap rates? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: By 
tram.ferring that £2,000,000 burden to the 
primary producers they would handicap pro
duction heaviiv and would aLo, incidentalh-, 
relieve the wealthy city man of £2,000,0UO 
of taxation. Rightly there was no such 
thing as a railway deficiency at the present 
time, hc,:ause the money that would haYe 
been paid to n1nke up the raihn:ty dPficiency 
was in the pockets of the producers at the 
present t-ime. Last year £2,000,000 v/ould 
ha v,o been dragged out of the pockets of the 
primary producers to convert the deficiency 
into a surplus had their opponents boon il). 
power. He would read an article written by 
Captain H. G. Smart, Director of the Engi
neering Branch for t-he Commonwealth 
Governm-nt in London, dealing with the 
question of the difference between private 
enterprise and State enterprise in relation 
to railways. That article stated-

" If it had bem left to private enter· 
prise to construct railways in Australia, 
the Commonwealth would to-day be with
out railway transport, excepting in the 
more populous districts. The Australian 
Stat-es were compelled to build a large 
number of railways in advance of profit
able traffic. \Vhen the service these rail
ways render to the people is consider-e-d, 
and the magnificent industrial basis they 
haYe formed for the development of t-he 
vast interior of Australia, it can hardly 
be denied that the Australian railways 
as a business aeset are as valuable a 
possHsion as any nation can show. 

"What private company would have 
dared to build Australia's 1,000 miles of 
transcontinent,al line? A private firm 
would give consideration only to the pay
ment of immediate dividends. Surely 
State enterprise is not to be blamed for 
far-sighted expenditure of public money, 
even though the immndiate remit be an 
addit-ion to the national debt. These new 
lines which the State and Commonwealth 
are building develop vast tracts of 
country'' 

That was a sound common-sense viow. In a 
few linos Captain Smart emphasised the 
differem 3 between a private company and 
the State in t-he matter of railwav construc
tion and development. No private company 
would ha YO gone in for the construction of 
the lines they had built in Australia outsi?e 
populous areas. Lines would have be·en bUilt 
around towns and large profits made, and t'he 
people in t-he backblocks would have suffered. 

Mr. MOORE: \\7 hat about Canada? You 
said no private company would have done it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In 
Canada they made tl1E' farmer pay through ~he 
1Jo,e. In Queensland they had a railway policy 
that assisted the farmer. In Canada and the 

lion. J. Larcombe.] 
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United States of America the farmer was 
bled by the policy pursued. The primary 
consideration there was simply big divi·dends. 
No private company would hav·c built rail
ways into the outlying portions of Queensland 
as the State had done. Take the Common
wealth Bank, in which there were to-day 
millions of pounds t.o the credit of the Com
monwealth Government. They r·emembered 
the great cry that was raised by the oppo
nents of Labour against the establi~hment of 
the bank. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Do you anticipate that with 
the railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They could got a railway surplus to-morrow 
if they increased rates, like the Post and 
Telegraph Department were doing in con
nection with postal and telegraphic chuges. 

The policy of the Opposition with rogard 
to railway reform was (1) to increase fares 
and freights--

Mr. CORSER: Wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: (2) 
Reduce wages, (3) reduce the train sen-ice, 
and (4) curtail the staff. 

J\1r. VowLES: You are wrong in every case. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Albert that afternoon 
confirmed what he had pr<'viously said on the 
matter of increas•-d fares. The leader of the 
Nationalist part,- and the hon. member for 
Warwick advocated the same thing_ The hon. 
member for Port Curtis had >tated in a 
speech he had made in that Chamber-

" There are many ways of retrieving 
the position of the railways. He did not 
say it should be done by sacking men 
holus-bolus and r·educing wages. They 
should do something better t-han that. 
Possibly they might be able to reorganise 
the train service by running fewer 
trains." 

Further on he said thor.c might also have 
been some reduction in wages, and that in 
some directions they would have to increase 
fares and freights. Ho also admitted that 
they might have to go in for a lit.tle 
retrenchment. 

Mr. VowLES: You said the Opposition. 

'The SECRETARY FOR R),ILWAYS: 
One must infer that admissions from hon. 
members oppos!te indicated that their policy 
ran along the hnes they had mentioned. The 
hon. member for l\lurrumba and the hon. 
member for Nanango had both advocat-ed 
three Commissioners instead of one. which 
w~uJ.d add another .£4,000 or .£5,000 to the 
ra1lway expenditure. 

The revenue had suffered greatly through 
the abolition of the Railways Guarantee Act. 
The indebtedness in re .. pe~t of the railways 
to which the Railwa,·s Guara.ntee Art wou.ld 
have applied, had it ~ot been repealed bv the 
present Government-taking, f11·st. the three 
last Y?ars of the administration of the party 
opposite, was-

1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 

[Non . .J. Larcomhe. 

.£ 
57.214 
83,409 
79,734 

£220,357 

The approximate annual loss to revenue from 
1915-16 to 1920-21, during the regime of the· 
present GoYernment, was-

1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-18 
1919-20 
1920-21 

.£ 
120,000 
191,000 

... 296,000 
345,000 
350,000 
354,000 

.£1,656,000 

That amount of money had been lost to· 
revenue lwcause the Government had removed 
the clas,, tax w•hich had beBn imposed upon 
th0 settlers of the State by the Opposition 
party. {Opposition dissent.) That accounted 
fo,· a considerable proportion of the dBficiency 
in revm.uc. ·when he (l\1r. Larcombe) came 
into the House, in 1912, he supported the 
abolition of the Railways Guarantee Act; but 
their oponents scouted the idea, and said 
that the railways mu.,t pay even if they were 
country lines. 'The present Government 
wiped off £220,000 of indebtedness under the 
"\et straight a" ay. He \\ anted the electors 
to realise that the Government had relir;ved 
them of that enormous amount. The leader 
of the l\'ationalist party, in 1918, said-

" The railv;:ays guarantee systc;n had 
been brought up. There was a good deal 
to b0 said in favour of that svstem. He 
did not altogether agree with the Min
ister l·hat it had inflicted very great 
injury on the various districts where it 
haJ been in operation." 

'The rcp••al of the Railways Guarantee Act had 
relieved the country people of the liability 
to contribute £2,000.000 last year. Th~t 
was one reason why the revenue of the Rml
\va~- Departn1cnt \vas not greater than it \V:J.S. 

Hon. wembers opposite had said a lot 
about political interference, but it was a 
remarkabk thing that those hon. members 
were the first to approach the 11ini3tcr and 
endeavour to have the decision of the Com
mis~ioncr Pet aside The ho11. n10n1b-;r for 
Bulimba three dac 3 ag·o \note to him. esking 
hi1n to re-cciv(' i' dt1 putation fron1 t,1o Deln1ont 
!axmtvers. who wished to ask him and the 
CalJin'ct to rpproye of the taking over of :l

ccrtain raih-ac- from the loc:,l authori\y 
there. If the hon. member believed in Com
nd~sioncr rontrol, ,y}p· did he con1c to the 
:Yiinister • V\'hy did he not go to the Com-
11Ii~. ,:ioncr? 

Mr. JI.TORGAN: \Ve could not a·mr..>ach the· 
CoL1n2i~ -;ion€r on a matter like thLat. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.AIL\VAYS: The 
hon. member knew quite \Yell that he could. 
\\~hen d ccision:;; ''ere gi vcn bv the :}lin-istcr 
which did not suit hon. mmnbcrB opposite, 
thcv claimed that it was political or :Minis
teri'al inter:erence. In 1912. the hon. member 
fm· Bulimba, when he was Secr<:;tar.v for Public; 
vVorks, stepped in and nullified the ·decision 
of a wages hoard under tho \Vages Boards 
Ad. The Carters' Union, of whic·h he (Mr. 
Larcombe) -..a, then the secretary. had been 
o'" the point of striking for months, and he· 
had induced them to consider peaceable 
methods. and g·o before the vVages Board and 
get an a·ward in a constitutional ·way. They 
did so, and got an award of a forty-eight
hour week and a wage of £3 per v.eek. 
Thereupon the Employers' Federation sent a 
deputation to Brisbane to interview the 
MinistE'r. \vho a fe\Y weeks aftervy.ards sus
pended the a\vaNl. Hon. membo rs opposite 
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were g·uilty in a_n intensified form of all the 
political sins they accuse the Government of. 
·•rhe leader of the Country party, which stood 
for independent Comrnissioner control, had 
.sent him the following letter on behalf of his 
party:-

,,Brisbane, 14th April, 1921. 
" Sir,-At a meeting of the Country 

party, held to-day, the following re>olu
tion was agreed to :-

' That the action of the Commis3ioner 
for Railwac s in dosing certain gate
honse., in the country was false economy, 
and would cause great inconvenience to 
residents in these district,,' 
"I was instructed to point out to you 

that these gateke-epers have been accus
tomed to perform many duties in addi
tion to that of g<1tekeeping. The sale of 
jtam;>s, etc .. pav;n1ent of pensions, bsuing 
tirkcts, arranging for v;agons, deliYoring 
of c.D.d. pturds. \1 ere instancett. 

" Th-e loss of these conveniences in the 
Country is not likely to encourag·e settle
ment. and I trust that the matter will 
havr :r;our furth..:r consideration. 

"I ha Ye the honour to be, Sir 
''Y.urs obediently, 

"(Sgd.) W. J. VowLES, 
"Leader, Country Party. 

" The Honourable the Secretarv for 
Re.ihvays, Brisbane.'' ~ 

They complained of the action of the Com
missionPr, and asked the Minister to oYerride 
l1is decisions in an official matter. 

0PPOSITIOX J'.lE:.IIBERS: No! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
·They urged him to exercise the political 
influence that they complained about. Why 
did they send along these resolutions asking 
him to exercise political interference, and 
then object in that Chamber to such inter
ference? 

[7.30 p.m.] 
Mr. J. H. C. RoBER'rS: Don't you, as 

Minister, enu!lciate the policy of the depart
ment? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL'\VAYS: 
Hon. members on. the other side were not 
. consistent. 

Mr. Vov>LES: Did :·ou take any action? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. gentleman was not going to get 
him o!I the track. That was the request. 

Mr. VowLES: vVhat was the reply? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'The reply had no bearing on the matter at 
all. (Ironical Opposition laughter.) 

0PPOSITIOX MEMBERS: Read it ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He was going to take one step at a time. 
He wanted to show that, when hon. members 
asked him to override the action of the 
Com1nissioner, they vvere asking him to exer
cise political interference, to which thev 
objected in their platform and in their uttm:
ances in that Chamber. They, as a party, 
stood for political interference. This was 
his reply-

" Off:cc of the Minister for Railways. 
" Brisbane, 25th April, 1921. 

" Dear Sir.-\Vith further reference to 
yam letter of the 14th instant conveying 

resolution of protest from the Country 
party against the cutting out of certain 
gatekeepers, I desire to state that I 
have gone fL11ly into the matter and find 
that at a number of stations the traffic 
is very small and does not warrant the 
continuance of g ,tekeepers. The follow
ing shm,•s the number of passengers 
registered at some of the stations affected 
for the past year-

1. T\'.:enty-t\v'O. 
2. Sixty-five. 
3. :\'inoty-nine. 
4. One hundred and twenty-two. 

'·The revenue from parcels and mis
cellaneous at some of the stations during 
the past yhu was as follows:-

1. £1. 
2. £2. 
3. £3. 
4. £4. 
5. £6. 
6. £7. 

" The matter of sale of stamps and 
payment of pensions is a Federal one." 

Mr. VowLES: Did you refer me to the 
Commissioner? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. rnember thought he was going 
to score a point by having that letter read. 
He referred the hon. member to the Com
missioner now. He had no objection to any 
member coming to him, but he did object 
to a member complaining in that Chamber 
of Ministerial interference after he had been 
to him. \Vho brought into existence this 
system of dual control? VVas it not hon. 
members opposit,e? 

l\1r. VowLES: Not the Country party. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Their hypocrisy was instanced in that con
nection. They brought into operation the 
system they now complained about. If they 
had desired, they could have appointed a 
Comn1is3ioner or a Board of Comn1issioners 
above the power of Parliament. Why did 
they not do so? They came along and asked 
him to override the decision of the Commis
sioner, and then in Parliament complained 
about Ministerial interference . 

Mr. CORSER : Who squashed the Economy 
Board report-c·ou or the Commissioner? 

The SECRET~\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He had squashed the hon. member on this 
argument. 

Mr. MORGAN: You did not finish that 
letter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had. The hon. member for Murilla on many 
occasions in that Chamber had objected to 
what he considered to be independent Com
missionership control in connection with the 
Commissioner of the State Savings Bank. 
He recollected the hon. member ,for Murilla 
and the hon. member for Burnett complain
ing bitterly--

Mr. CoRSER: About the man you ap
pointed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
About the independent Commissionership 
colltrol. Regarding the matter of political 
control, he would ask hon. members to listen 
to what the late Commissioner, Mr. Evans, 
said. His remarks were reported in the 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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"Daily Stand<trd" of 20th July, 1918. He 
was asked-

" 'Do you think the railways should be 
removed completely from political con
trol?' 

" 'In 1ny opinion it j"" not possible,' 
was the reply. 

" ' \Vhy ?' the interviewer asked. 
" ' Because the railv.-ays are the pro

perty of the people and are.a very large 
factor in the prosperit-.- of the State. 
Therefore, it naturally follows that tho 
representatives of the people must have 
son1e influence oYer the nrana~en1cnt of 
of a property "·orth probably £40,000.000. 

. . It would be most unwise to place 
property of that value under the control 
of one rnan, or eYcn of a board, and ex
pect it to be worked for the development 
of the country free from political influ
ence.'" 

That was the opinion of the late Con.mis
sioner, \vho \vorked his 1vay up from the 
lowc>t to the highest rung of the la-~ der, au! 
had a service of nearh half a crnturv ill th·· 
Railway Department .. It wa:• his cons:dcred 
opinion after nHtny years as Con1n1is6ioner, 
and he (Mr. Larco.nbc·) placed it on record. 
If hon. rw_,mbrrs OPlJosltc an independent 
Con1n1i~sioner,"hip s~ ,_-teln, \VOuld be r:nly 
out of one {:ifll-cult"'7 ir1to anoth"r. I-Ie could 
j1nagirw the h\m. nlCElber for Burnctt and the 
hon. mc·mbcr for Murilla comino·: down to that 
Chan1bcr and stormin~~ brcaus'8 an ind0pen
dcnt' Con1Jn1•>~ioncr refused . to reopen gate
houses that \\ere not jw;3hfic:J v:hen they 
a:-~ked for such. 'rhcy would haYe hours of 
discus,'on in that Chamber against the 
"·stem, and tho~e hon. me,nbcrs '"·ould ask 
f~r the rc·moval of the independent Com
rnissioJH'r or Con1missioners. 

The ho·.1. membn for Oxlcv had spoken 
about a light da~s of cars for Conveying. pas
scng('l'S, etc. The hon. member referred to a 
passage in the Comrnis"-ioncr's re~')Qrt, and 
~aid hC' tboug·ht thjs \Yns a Yery import·tnt 
phatS' of railway j_)Qiit ,-... · -.:,,·hich should 
further eonsidered. For a lDng titnc in 
Queensland that question ha-d been under 
consideration. Thev had had rail-motors in 
various districts in· tho State which had not 
givrn the satisfaction that wa • expected of 
them. Further consideration of the question 
\.Yas ncccssarv. as 'vas ir::dicated bv the Con1-
tnissiuncr in. the paragrnph u·,hich the hon. 
1nm.1 bcr quoted. The E'Uil'gc:tion would not 
ln oYerlook0dJ nor wonld rnany other sugges
tions or criticism.3 v:hich had been tnade. 

,\lthou·(h time die\ not permit him to -deal 
\ovith criticisn1s and suggestions in full, hon. 
rnem hers could rC'3t assnrcd that th,--, closest 
COll~ldc,ratlon IYOuld he giYcn i·o thetn. anJ 
>Yhcrc they were >Yell founded the department 
would profi~ by them. A good deal of 
f'riti~isn1 had been gi von 1vith an entire 
absence of know1('d~c of the facts, and it was 
very YYidely .astray. Such criticism did the 
departm-ent a good dt,q_l of dan1agc, and often 
damage-d the State as ,-ell. Intercling 
settlers. reading the criticism of hon. members 
in regard to tlF' rnilway scrvi(,~, would pro
bably be scared off coming to Queensl11nd. 
Let the criticism be closely confined to fact 
and realitv. and not be in the dm<>ain of 
vague generality, such as most of it had heen. 

Mr. VowLES: Did yon road what the Syd
ney "Bulletin" said about you last week? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
rr-ad what a lot of papers said about him. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

He had read what the "Worker " said about 
th'' leader of the Oppoeition, but that did not 
b0ar upon the fact, and it did not make the· 
matter right or wrong. '.rho "Bulletin" 
was --imply a journal run by the capitalists of 
Australia. It \Vas concernt)d ab-out discredit
ing State enterprise, including State railwayc. 
It got ib infonnation regarding Queensland 
from wme political partisan, and it had no· 
n1ore yaluc than ·what was said hy political 
opponents 0f the Government here. The 
article th0 hn~L r-;eutlerrHLll r.•fcrrecl to wa& 
sin• ply the elmllition of a writer jn. 6 paper 
;,rhic1h \Ya~ out to protect vested n1torosts. 
Ollt' 111ight. as \Yell take up thf~ "Courier" or 
ihL) ''Daily lVfail," and CXll(":t to get a fair 
c1·itici'"·n of th·· raih· .1v s(:rvicc from those 
pa pc·rs a to expect to g.d it from the Sydney 
"Bulletin." All the:-·• papers were out to· 
dame, g-e State enterpri>cs, whether it was the· 
r---1jh1, av eutcrpric:-r, the Edueation Dcpart
n!ent. Or the State butdH-"ri(ti. 

The hon. member for Ox!ov again rcferr<Jd 
to his interjection when ;he (:VIr. Larcomhe) 
on the la,;t occasion was dLaling y,-ith indus
trial arbitration. The hon. mcm'oer further 
en,ph:t.,iscd hi. st dcmcnt that tho abolition of 
th0 Industrial Arbitration Court would not 
mean indnsh·;al anarchy. He (l11lr. Lar
CC1ibe) repcatul advisedly the statement that 
it v ould do ,o. The hon. member for Oxley 
asked where was their industrial anarchy 
before the Imluetrial Arbitration Act was 
passed in Qneensland, or in other ; Jar,~. 7 of 
tl1 \'H"'!rkl "-hen" th~re was no industrial .arbi
tr tion le~i,"lation? lion. members \Vould 
recollect thB 1912 ·.tJ·ike. which was bordering 
0'1 indmtrial anarchv. That strike need not, 
ancl v,-m1-d not. ha~'e happened had there 
l1een t:ound iL lu.-trinl leg-islation on the 
stntute-hrok. The Commonwealth Stati's
Hrian point('d ont t.h. t for th·· fourth quarter 
<>f 1920 the v. or king days and ,-,1g0·1 lo't in 
0nPens1tnd vy.:_'rc lower th.:<n in any other
State in A u-tralia with the exception, per
haps of Tas1nanin.. That shov.-ed how c:.dvan
tar;·pous the Queensland indnstrial leg-islation· 
ha->l lw(~n. It ~\'L . ., practically nn insurance· 
ag-[.' inst indu-.:trial disturbance. If there -were 
]ndnstria] disturbance, if produce \Yere rot
tin~·. and trr,de ,,,·ere dislocate·d, the loss 
W'. ukl be enormously greater than the 
inrrcase grantPrl in wagc>s. Hon. mernbers 
opposite need not think they werB going to· 
rr •t a>Ya_v fl-om tho payment to YVOrkers of 
~eL'~-·o~1able wages by aboli&hing industrial 
~-rbitratjon. rrhat \VOtdd only bring about 
industrial chaos and desolation in the 
State. TheY need not take the word of any 
partisan for that. If t.hey took the reports of 
high independent authorities, who were con
cei;n~d about a solution of their industrial 
problems, they would fin:J. that those. g~mtle
ment tol-d them that, rf they an!'rhrlatE?d 
industrial machinery such as exrsted m 
Queensland, which gave quick, direct, and' 
satisfactory results, they would produce· 
disastrous results in the State. 

:\h. MoRGA:-1: The Mount Morgan work· 
men do not agree with you. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If 
thev lookPd to the other side of the world. 
they would see there were seriou•; industrial 
diFlocation and disturbance. According to
the anti-Labour Pnss a few weeks back, 
strikes took place, and police batons were 
ns<'d in Dundee. Industri<tl anarchy was 
taking place in other parts of the world' 
where thBre was no satisfactory industrial' 
machinery. He admitfed that it was intensi-
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fiecl by the unemployed problem. Still, the 
abs.cnce of protective satisfactory industrial 
machinery was a contributing factor. Sound 
industrial peace cDuld be secured only by 
industrial justice. If they batonecl men into 
submission, those men would reassert them
sclYes on some other ocnsion. They could 
not bring about industrial peace except upon 
the eternal principles of industrial justice 
and hirn<·'S. He thoug·ht he had said suffi· 
cient ta indicate that the industrial legisla
tion of the Government was sound and 
infinite!:.· superior to what it was before they 
came into power. They had the ·wages 
Board system when he came into that Cham
ber first. The then Secretary for PubliCI 
·works, the hon. member for Bulimba, 
deliberately interfered with an award which 
had been arrived at by a vVages Board 
That hon. member suspended the provisions 
of the award. Yet hon. members opposit0 
expected industrial peace to preYail. It 
would never prevail while they had Minis· 
terial interference in that manner with indus
trial a \Yards. He was reminded of a couplet 
quoted by the pn oent Premier when he was 
ir1 Opposition, when he spoke on the Indus~ 
trial Pncco Bill. 1t was taken from Byron, 
and lVas as fo1lo\vs:-

" Mark where his carnage and his con
quest cease ! 

He makes a solitude and calls it peace.'" 
Hon. members opposite produced peace by 
bludgeon. the baton, but the elector, rose in 
their might and returned this Government to 
nower when thcv learn(•d the true facts iu 
l915. They asserted their sense of fairness 
and right, and relegated to political oblivion 
the party opposite, who had been in political 
oblivion ever since. vYhen the strike ended, 
about February, thC' Premier immediately 
ru -heel on an election, and the people did not 
know exactly what the position was. Where 
th" people knew the fact•··-in the mctropoli· 
tan area-the Labour party swept the polls; 
but in the country districts. where the facts 
'"' n" not knovYn, C.xcept as misr-epre"~cnted b.v 
tlv~ Tory Press, they vvere beaten. 

He thonl!'ht he had nid sufficient to show 
that ihe railway adt·1ini,tration of Queens
land vas sound and stood for the int~rests 
of the primary producer and the industrial 
worker, and was of no disadvantage even to 
the wealthy traders of Queen street. They 
were certainly asking them to contribute a 
fair share towrrrcls the railwav deficiencies, 
and that was only asking them to pay a 
fair share towards the needs of this great 
and prosperous State of Queensland. 
GOVER~DIEKT ME2\fBEllS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DASH (.lfunding!Jnrra): He was quite 
satisfied that the Opposition alV\ ays would 
tr.~· to blame the workers for the mismanage
ment of the railways. They accused them 
of running trains lato for the purpose of 
1naking OYertime; the hon. 1nen1ber for 
Pittsworth said so in one of his speeches. 
The whole of the arguments of members 
opposite had been that the earning power of 
worker;, in 1913 was greater than it was to .. 
day. They all knew that in 1913-14 wages 
were not as high as they were to-day, and 
~on'equcntly the workers, owing to the 
In{'reased \vagcs and better conditions, \vcro 
not able to return proportionately the same 
amount. So far as he knew of the railway 
men, they were equal to the workers in any 
other industry, and they had proved that 
since the Government had given them better 
conditions. During the days of the Tory 

GoYernrncnt no particular care was taken as 
to how thcv were housed. Between Charters 
Towers and Cloncurry there was not even 
sufficient timber to enable the employees to 
build decent places, or even to put up tents 
in which to live, and enjoy a little comfort. 
They were dumped clown wherever the 
Government chose to put them. 

During the next financial year he hoped 
the Government would take into considera
tion the condition of the railway workshops 
in 'I'o'-\'Dsville. Other Ministers had promised 
that they ould alter the shops, especially 
thf' blackcmiths' shop. The shops were not 
fit for the large number of men there to work 
in them. They had workmen there able to 
da work equal to that turned out by any 
other workshops, but they had not the same 
facilities as the workshops in the South. He 
hoped that the Government, instead of get
ting all their carriages and wagons built in 
the South, would confine Northern work to 
the shops in North Queensland, thereby keep
ing the men there employed. It had been 
reprP"ented to him by tradesmen that the 
work could be done equally as well and as 
cheaply in Townsville, if they had the 
facilities to do it. 

A great deal of the loss of revenue on the 
Northern raih• ay' was due to the causes 
pointed out by the Acting Deputy Commis
sioner in North Queensland in his report-

" The revenue on the Great Northern 
and Bowen Railway is derived prin
cipally from primary industries, such as 
1nining, rneatworks, grazing, pastoral, 
and sul!'ar. The failure of any one of 
these industries in any year would have 
a verv dctrirnentrrl influence on revenue. 
By dosing do'' n the mining industry a 
serious loss resulted to this <ail way, more 
particularly on the \Vostern lines of 
which ClonrurrY is the centre. From 
estimates taken" out, it is no exaggera
tion to fix the loss of revenue to the 
C'rcat Northern Railway, through this 
source alone, at £20,000 per month, or a 
total d £1~0,000 since the smelte"S 
<"a''' cl working. The failure of the 
c.,ttle industry and the general depres
sion aJ-,o contrilmted to bring about the 
reduced reYonue.'' 

Mining was responsible for a great amount 
of the traffic, hich used to be worked in 
conjunction with the meat industry traffic. 
The coal wagon, that went to Mount Cuth
bert, Hampden, and Cloncurry brought back 
cattle, but during last season they would go 
out empty, so that the loss of revenue was 
considerable. Wages also had been respon
sible in a sense for the loss in running the 
railways. Before the present Government 
came into oflice the Commissioner, if he 
thought fit, would grant 6d. or 9d. a day 
increase at the end of the financial year, or 
in some years would not grant anything at 
all. The workers were refused permission 
to go to the Industrial Arbitration Court or 
oven to have the services of a judge to hear 
their grievanc-es. Hon. members opposite 
told them that they believed in round-table 
conferences, but the Secretary for Railways 
had shown what they thought of the deter
mination of wages board awards when they 
cancelled an a ward legally given by a wages 
board. 

Hon. members opposite had also said that 
thP Arbitration Court awards had prevented 
young men from learning trades. That was 
not correct, and could not be proved. They 

Mr. Dar.h.·1 
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would find out that the employers were not 
employing up to the proportion of apprentices 
they were allowed. The truth was that they 
wanted to use them as handy men and get 
rid of them when they pleased. 

The hon. member for Townsville had read 
a letter from a man who was supposed to 
have been di,>missod from the railwav service 
through no fault of his own, and whose "if•_ 
was suffering from cancer, and who was likely 
to lose the home he was buying under the 
Workers' Dwdling Act. Since that appeared 
in '' Hansard," son1e railwav employees had 
written to him explaining the whole position, 
and lutd requested him to malw known their 
opinion on the matter and the actual facts 
concerning the employ~e, whose name he did 
not want to give because he recognised that 
he had to get a living. The following was 
a copy of a letter, dated Sth September, 
1921, from a man in the locmnotive work
shops, Townsville :-

"Dear Jack, 
"I nof<C::.~ a lQtter appears in ' I-Ian

E.ard ' "'hi eh "\Varrants some attention, 
and the facts are as stated. The letter 
was reccivod by W. H, Green, and read 
by him in the House during one of his 
speeches, whilB referring to the railwav 
retrenchments_ It is contained in ' Han
sard ' No_ 3, page 85. The case is of 
a man who was sacked, and has a wife 
and five children, and at present his wife 
is in the hospital suffering from that dread. 
ful disease, cancer. Throughout the shop 
thi3 letter has been discu"cd by rccarly 
all, and thB general opinion is that some
one should let you know something about 
the case of the man who!Yl Grec'l rdors 
to. In the workshop so far· there haYe 
only bBen six men put off, three owing to 
old-agB or infirmitv and two fitters and 
o;>e painter. So fa~-: from the description 
g1vcn, we know he refers to --- and 
from his own statement I know h~ has 
five children and his wifB is vorv ill in the 
hospital with C\1ncer, and he also has a 
house under the 'Workers' Dwelling Act. 
Ho is the only man sacked whom I know 
can truly comply with the fact' as stated 
by W. H. Green; and he was not sacked 
as the result of the Economy Board. In 
fact, he sacked himself by his conduct. 
Yet, in all fairness to Cro·,~ ther, I think 
he got a clearance the same as the rest, 
tha~ is, that he was put off owing to 
falhng off of the traffic. This chap has 
been suspended several times for the samB 
complaint (drink), and on ono of his sus
pension bouts, an enquirv was held and 
he wen.t and c-ot \y. H. GrBen to appear 
as a w1tness for hm1 at the said enquiry 
to prove that he was not drunk. Jack, it 
is to me very hard to write as I am doincr 
regarding another worker, but when such 
a worker can drop so low as what he has 
done in writing to Grem1, and he. Green. 
is equally as dirty to bring up such a case 
in the House, as Green knows wh t --
is, I am sure. Now the case being made 
nut by printing in 'Hansard,' throws a 
gr·eat slur on the Government and· on 
Crowther, and snch a case as it appears in 
' Hansard,' will get the sympathy of 
peopl1e hore and people in other Sta.tes 
who rBad it. Hence we reckon such 
should be corrected through ' Hansard,' 
or at least some rBference should be made 
by you or someone else. 

" Green also states that the man was 
not a supporter of his. Well, what did 

[Mr. Dash. 

ho write to hin1 for, if suf·h was the case? 
--- was the man that took thB chair 
at one of Gree-n's rnec'~ing::s in the \Vest 
End." 

Mr. GnEEX: That is a lie. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
2\1r_ GREEX: It is not truf'. H •' h'lok the 

chair at onB of Mr. D. Ryan's meetings at 
West End. 

Mr. DASH; That was what the letter 
stated. 

"During Miss Preston Stanley's visit 
to Townsville, when she spoke in support 
of Bamford, he --- moved a vote of 
confidence in Bamford and his party, and 
then Green says --- is no supporter 
of his. Jack, the whole affair makes 
one's blood boil to see such coming from 
a worker against a party which did so 
much for us --- included. Then we 
read ·of Green preaching efficiency, and 
at the same time running down thB 
Labour Government for trying to put 
it into practice. 

" Yours faithfully." 
" 

The other ktter was dated from Townsville 
on 6th September, and was as follows:-

" J. Dash, Esq., 
'' Dear Jack. 
"You will forgive me, I hope. for 

writing out of my turn, but I am forced 
to write to vou on this occasion b" thB 
fact that I have found " Hansard" No. 
3, page 85, of such importance to war
rant my so doing. Well, Jack, if Mr. 
W. H. Green is going to be so ridiculous 
and base to make use of such a caee as 
he refers to in his specch-Yiz., a letter 
recciYod from a ce;·tain man emploved 
in these shops, in the manner he does, 
I think it fit and proper to give vou 
some of the honest circumstances of most 
of the cases of rf'trcnchment here. I 
feel sure I am cormct that the man he 
speaks of is ---, and if such is the 
case, perhaps it would be well for yon to 
know this, This man has had no lBss 
than seventeen chances to reform his ways 
of drinking to excess, and has failed. 
Last time he was under consideration, 
Mr. Green gave BVidcnce on his behalf 
in the locomotive foren1an's office. I 
understand this man was chairman of one 
of 1\Ir. Green's meetings in Townsville, 
and. finally, I may add, that during the 
Federal c:unpaign, \Yhcn J\Iiss Preston 
Stanlev was here ---- mm'cd the motion 
of eo,;fidenee in Bamford at ono of her 
medings, and still Mr. Green has the 
cheek to make the statement that --
is no mpportcr of his. I take it he means 
his party. He cannot be Labour. can he? 
'V0 arc giving Gr0en'~ state1ncnt every 
publicih here. and many of his railwav 
supportOrs arc no'v 9or~y and surprised 
at his falling for a n1an like ---. I 
want this understood, that the La.bour 
rarty did not sack ---, but that he 
sacked himself ab· olutely, as you see by 
the fact that he had seventeon chances 
to reform. 

•· Yours faithfully." 

[S p.m.] 
They wcre b.o letters received from the 
mon in the workshops who wanted to correct 
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the statements made with regard to the men 
-di cm isscd in Townsville. 

Mr. MooRE : They both made incorrect 
Etatements--

Mr. DASH: He was not responsible for 
the• •tatements they made. 

Mr. GREe:N: He took the -chair at Mr. D. 
Ryan's meeting at West End. They are 
wrong. 

Mr. DASH: These men were quite satis
fied as to why he was dismiss&d from the 
Railway D<epartmcnt. There was no doubt 
that he was dismissed on account of getting 
under the ,influence of liquor so often. He 
chiefly wanted to refute the statement made 
some time ago by the hon. member for 
Townsville, who would not reveal the name 
d the person he received the letter from. 
These gentlemen wanted to correct that. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): 
He wished to deal with the quf·biion of the 
repeal of the Railways Guarantee Act. Hon. 
members opposite had stated it had been 
·done by this Government, but on looking 
through " Hansard" for 1906, when the Bill 
was under discussion, he found that a great 
number of Labour members then in the House 
voted in support of putting the guarantee 
on to the country people, and, so far as he 
·cc.uld see, the only member with Labour ten
dencies who voted against it was Mr. Jones, 
the present Secretary for Mines. In the 
division against that Bill many were friends 
of the so-called Tories that the Secretary 
for Railways was so fond of referring to. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Read the division list. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: In looking 
through the 1918 " Hansard" he found the 
names of a great many hon. members still 
£itting on the Government side who had 
voted against the motion of Mr. Corser, the 
hon. member for Burnett, to abolish the 
guarantee system. In that .division he found 
the names of Mr. Barber. :Mr. Fihelly, Mr. 
Gilday, Mr. Huxham, Mr. Kirwan, Mr. 
Land, and Mr. McCormack-in all, there 
were fourteen hon. members of the party 
opposite w.ho voted in fa.vour of continuing 
the· guarantee principle, yet the hon. gentle
n'an had the infernal impudence to stand up 
and say that his party were in favour of 
repealing the Railway Guarantee Act, and 
that they were the pa.rty who did repeal it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: So we .did in 1915. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Govern
ment repealed the Act because they thought 
they would make some political capital out 
of it; but they imposed a land tax whereby 
they could get more revenue than they tried 
t" lead hon. members to believe they had lost 
by the repeal of t·he Railways Guarantee 
Act. 'rhe Secretary for Railways had 
repeatedly stakd that the Government had 
wiped out the Railwav Guarantee Act in 
order to assist the man 'on the land. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Is that not correct? 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It was a very 

strange thing that in the divisions in 1906 
and 1914 they found hon. members opposite 
voting with the so-called Tory Government 
to pla.ce an imposition upon the man on the 
land. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Who did repeal the Act? 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Secretarv 

for Railways had led them to believe, i~ 
reply to a question that afternoon, that he 
·would give some information with regard to 

1921-5 A 

a pa.rticular piece of work carrioo out at 
Toowoomba. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So I will. 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBER'l'S: So far he had 

Hut done that; he would like to hear some
thing a bout it. He wished to refute the 
statement made by the Secretary for Rail
ways, and ho trusted that the Minister's 
other facts and figures of what the Govern
ment had done to relieve the man on the 
land from certain taxation were a little 
nearer the fact than they would have hon. 
1nembers believe in regard to the repeal of 
the Railways Guarantee Act. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): T.here was no 
doubt that any argument would suit or a,ny 
excuse would do to ·draw attention from the 
subject under discussion. The Secretary for 
Railways was to be congratulated, ail things 
being consideroo, upon the position the 
railway service was in at the present time. 
It compared favoura,bly with any other rail
way service in the Comomnwealth, and with. 
&:me of the larger railway services in other 
parts of the world. 

The hon. member for Pittsworth seemed 
to think that the only Parliament that dealt 
with the repeal of the Railways Guarantee 
Act was the Parliament of 1914, buj; it was 
the present Parliament in its first session 
that repe~lod the Act. and most hon. mem
bers on this side of the Chamber voted for
the repeal of that Act. thereby relieving 
country districts of a big charge that was 
being mqdc for the upkeep of railways in 
those districts. 

Mr. COSTELLO: What land tax was put on 1 
Mr. CORSER: Read the division list. 
Mr. HARTLEY: The railway guarantee 

pl'inciple was abolishod by the present Go
vernment during its first session. This was 
the division list as reported in 1915-16 "Han
sard," at page 2914-

" Question-That clause 15 stand par~ 
of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYE.;;, 39. 
Mr. Adamsou 

Armfield 
Barnes 

, Bayley 
Bertram 
Bowman 

,, Carh•r 
,, Collins 
, Cooper 

Co:r;;er 
, Foley 
,. Forsyth 
, Gilday 
, Gillies 
, Gledson 
, Grayson 
, Hartley. H. L. 
, , Hartley, \V, 
, Hodge 
,, Hunter 

Mr .. Tones, A .. T. 
,. .Tones, T. L. 

Land 
Larc-;)mbe 
M cM inn 

, McPhail 
Moore 

, Morgan 
O'Sullivan 
Peterson 

, Ryan, D. 
Smith 
Stevens 

, Stopford 
8wayne 

, Theodore 
Tolmie 
Yowles 

,, \.Valker 

Tellm·s: Mr. H. L. Hartley and Mr. Larcombe. 
NoEs, 8. 

Mr. Barber Mr. Payne 
., Bridges , Pollock 
, May , Ryan, H . . T. 
, Murphy , Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Barber and Mr. Murphy. 

GovERNTh{ENT MEMBERS: Ah' 
Mr. HARTLEY: Two Opposition mem

bers-the lead·er of the Country party and 
the sub-leader-voted with the Government 
on that occasion. 

Mr. MooRE : It was the Opposition who 
carried it: 

Mr. Hartlcy.] 
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Mr. H \RTLEY: Ho wanted to show the 
petty pol:tical subterfuge of the hon. member 
for Pitt-;worth in cwoting the Dld division 
oi 1914 for political trickery and nothing else. 

'\ir BEBBIJ\'GTON (Draylon): In the 1912 
Parliament there were two 1nain quE·'3tions 
advocated by the members of the Country 
pe rty--ma in roads and the abolition of the 
Railways Guarantee Act-and he was sorry 
that the CDuntry party had not taken pos
session of the Government at tha.t time. 
\Yith regard to main roads. they acked the 
tl:_•n Home Secretary, the hon. member for 
Albcrt, if he could give them a Main Roads 
Bill in ord-er to provide feeders for the rail
.,, ay , and the Home Secretary had replied, 
"Yes, I wiil give it to you, but you will 
ha vc a further land tax to pa.y for it. vV e 
hhvo no rnoney otherwise." \Vhen the pre-
6ont Govc~'I1ment came in the~, brought in 
ihe ::\fain Hoads Bill to assist the railways, 
but they al-o took bv land taxation an 
•·.mount of about £500,000 per annum, and 
ldi the farmers to pa v for the main roads 
"' well. " 

Mr. DuKSTAN: The farmers only pay 4 
pm· cent. Df the land tax. 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON: The farmers knew 
what thev paid. The whole liability under 
the Raih,av_, Guarantee Act at the time it 
was repealf)'d wets about £150,000. 

Mr. GLEDSON: £220,000. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: He would take that 

amount. There was a possibility of thB lia
bility in connection with a guaranteed rail
VI ay terminating, because, when a railway 
had paid it-s way for two years, the guarantee 
ceased: but the Government took that lia
bility over, and put on a land tax, which the 
pre,, "'nt Pren1ier, who \.Vas Treasurer at the 
time, said would bring in £160,000 but he 
knew that it would bring in over £300.000. 
The Government. had collecte-d £378,000 
from it. 

A GovERKl1ENT ME)JBER: Not from the 
farn1ers. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the hon. 
nwmber will recognise that the land tax is 
not now und"r discu>.sion. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That tax was imposed 
in place of the railway guarantee, and the 
Government had taken in one year under that 
tax double the amount of the liability under 
the Railways Guarantee Act. 

Qw:3tion put and passed. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moved-That £3,090,773 be granted for 
" Southern Division." There was no necessity 
for him to say anything on the vote as the 
explanation he gave on the first v~te held 
good wit-h reg·ard to it. There had been sDme 
increases, but there had been more than 
counterbalancing savings. 'While the appro
priation for 1920-21 was o£2,888,437, the 
exp_enditure had been £3,028,782. There was 
a slight increase in this year's vote nominally 
due to the fact that the increased awards of 
last year had t.o be paid this year. Consider
able economy had been effected on the vote 
for this branch, ac, well as Dn the vote 
generally. 

Mr. MOO RE (A ubigny) : He would like to 
refer to the motor carriage which was running 
in the South-Eastern Division. So far as he 
coul-d gather from th,, Minister, the earnings 

i .1fT. HaTtley. 

in connection with the motor carriage were· 
.£668 and the expenditure was £948. The 
CommissiDner here said it was not a satisfac
tory form of transit, but in New South vValeF' 
thev were so satisfied with it. that they were 
building as many more as they possibly 
could. He would like to quote the position 
m regard to New South \Yales-

" The c1rnings amounted to £2,377, 
and the working expenses tD £922, or 38i 
per cent. of the earnings." 

Those motor-cars ha-d also a trailer behind 
t-hem for carrying cream. They wore so 
succEssful in New South \¥ales that the 
GoYernment there wer0 making more and 
enlarging the siz-e of the carriages. It woul-d 
be worth while for the Commissioner to find 
out from New South Wales the reasons for 
the success of the motor carriages there, in 
order to see if they could not be used more 
successfully here. As tho working expenses 
in Queensland were about 30 per cent. higher 
than the revenue derived, there was some
thino- wrnng somewhere, and they CDuld 
perh~ps find out from the experience of New 
South \Vales how to remedy the state of 
affairs in Queensland. There were many small 
agricultural lines on which, if they could get 
a cheaper form of transit, it· would rf'sult in 
greater re\,..enuc to the Railwa:yij Depart1nent. 

~1r. liARTLEY: Thero is nothing v.rrong 
with the principle. 

.Mr. :YIOOHE: Wh:.t was wrong? 
Mr. HAnTLEY: You want a new set of 

engineers at the head of the railway staff. 

1\Ir. MOOHE: If the CDmmissioner was 
allowed a free hand, and was not interfered 
\Vith in his operations, there would be a 
great improvement. The ,\rbitration Court 
could step in and tell him he must. take a 
man off a certain job and put him on tD· 
something else, and this ruulted in loss. He 
thought the position was becoming impossible 
for the Commi,sioner. V'lhat hope had the 
Commissioner of carrying· on the railways 
'ucccssfully? If the Commissioner put a. 
suit-able man on to a particular class of work, 
that man should be kept Dn at that work. 

Mr. RJORDA:-1: He might be a Commis
sioner's pet, and have the pick of the jobs. 

:Ylr. MOORE: \Vhen a man was responsible 
for the running of the Railway Department, 
he should have full control. 

lVIr. HARTLEY : He has full control. Some 
of the engine ·rs have full control, and t-hey 
make a moss of it. 

Mr. MOORE : The Raih'oay Economy 
Board, which was appointed to inquire into
the working of the department, made certain 
recommendations with regard to overtime at 
Maryborough, but the ParliamBnt-ary repre
ccntativo knocked it on the hea-d, and the 
old system had to be revertod to. They 
should give the Commissioner full power to 
carrv on tho railwavs and not let him be 
inte;f.ered with in the management either 
by the unions or the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. CORSER (Hurnctt) : The Railway 
Economy Board had toured the various rail
way lines inquiring into matters and ha_d 
drawn up a repDrt, but he understood that It 
had been squashe-d by the caucus. If that 
was not political interference, he did not 
know what was. If they wanted to improve 
the railway service, they must carry it. on 
in a business-like way, and great importance 
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ought to be attached to the report of the 
Economv Board. The Cabinet decided on a 
certain ·policy, which did not please Labour 
members, who squashed the whole thing in 
caucus. IIe did not say the Railway Depart
ment wanted the pruning knife; all he knew 
was that the Government which had appointed 
an Economy Board to do certain things 
would not allow the report of the board to 
sec the light of day bocause of political 
infl uonco. It had boon said that the board 
could bring about a saving of £250.000 in the 
-department. The running of the depart
ment reminded him of a fruit farm run by 
t·.,-o men, one of whom did all the work while 
the other man just. sold the fruit, leaving 
his partner to struggle with all the difficulties. 
The Railwa'i Comrnis,ioner was left bv the 
Conrnmcnt ·to do all the dirtv worlc. If 
anythin.<s went wrong, it was the heads of 
t-he department who were to blamo; but, if 
anythiHg good was accomplished, the credit 
was taken bv the Government. Until the;· 
est a blishcd tl;ings on a business footing, they 
could not expect the Railway Department to 
succeed. 

Mr. DuNSTAX: Do you mean t-hat every 
branch line should be made to pay? 

Mr. CORSER: \Vhen he said that the rail
ways should be placed on a business footing, 
an ordinary man would hav,e understood what 
he meant. There was a matter which he 
would like to bring under the notice of the 
Minister. There used to be stacks of coal at 
the ra;lway , .. tations. such as Maryborough 
and Tom..-oomba, but thoce stacks seemed now 
to be practically depleted. The big stacks of 
coal which nsed to stand at the different 
stations reflected credit on the department's 
business policy. 

They were asked in this vote to grant 
£153.635 for fuel. as against £130,000 las+ 
year. There might be a strike in the coal 
industry, and the coalmincrs would not like 

to see thci r families neglected in 
[3.30 p.m.] the way of the transport of food. 

He knew the Government would 
not want them to lift the coal during a time 
of strike, and it was always a safeguard to 
have an amol!nt of coal on hand. 

Mr. BRE);NAN: There will be no more strikes 
with the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. CORSER: The Arbitration Court had 
not settled &ll strikes. As a matter of fact, 
to a great ext .. "nt it was responsible for the 
trouble the Railway Department was in. 
If they asked somebody else to fix the 
wag-c·s, they should have these safeguards. 

Mr. r:IORCAN (Jlurilla): He had a case 
which the Minister should deal with on its 
merits. The hon. gentleman had complained 
that certain letters had been received from 
the Opposition practically ignoring the Com
missioner. It \Yas a recognised fact that the 
:Ylinistor, under the present sc:stem, was 
above the Comtni''"ioner. On one oC'casion ·he 
wished to obtain figures in connection with 
railway freights, and he approached the 
Comm issionor, and he "·as practically accused 
of go.ing behind the Minister's back. The 
Commissioner tcld him he would obtain the 
figures, but it would be necessary to submit 
them to the Minister. \Vhile there was a 
Minister, it was necPssary to approach him, 
or hon. members would be accnsed of ignor
ing him ::tnd going behind his back to obtain 
information. ThCJ' ·did not recognise that 
tlw Minister had gre:tter knowledge than the 
Commissioner, but they recognised that the 

Minister was nominally the head of the 
department for the time being, and it wa<
only courteous to approach him for any 
information they desired. The case he Te
ferred to was that of Frederick 1\Ioore, a 
late employee on the railway line from Miles 
to Juandah. He ''as a married man with a 
wife and nine children. He was recently dis
miscccd from the Railway Department, and 
a few days afterwards a lad, age·d nineteen 
year-, narncd Ross, was put in his place to 
work in the :;;arnE' gang as his father. which, 
h0 U!1dc'rt.'3ocd, as again2t the regulations jn 
conl!Cction \:ith raih\ av work. He believed 
the fath0r of Ro~~, a~; a very good n1an at 
his "-ork, but lw had O'liy a wife and this 
ono son. The a 1rp•.. oC the nine children 
belonging to Moore ranged from a few weeks 
up to ·nineeen years. The two eldo,t boys 
were engaged milking a few co\YS \vhich were 
loam d to them by neighbours, and they '"nt 
th0 crea ·n to the Miles butter factory. In
quiries '·,-ere made as to whether the father 
possc·,ed land or cattle and was really 
engaged in the industry of dairying. It was 
proved to the sati,faction of all concerned 
that the, man was not en ~aged in the dair~~ing 
industry. The bigg-c:· t cheque the sons had 
eYcr rccci,-ed amounbcd to less than £13 fo1· 
a month. The-1'Jre<ide"t of the union in that 
localitv was a l'.Ir. \Yallbank, who was also 
sccret,;:ry of the \Yorkors' l'olitic"~l Organisa
tion. He and Moore had a dispute; also 
JVJ:oorc joined the Primary Producers' Union. 
A number of letters appeared in the Pre<s in 
TomYoornba, both \V alibank and Moo re mak
ing accusations against each other. \V. all
bank threatened he would secure l\1oore's 
disn1issaL and eYi·dentlv he \vas successful. 
J\Ioore accused \Vallba1;k of having written 
to the Premier ~nd enlisted his mpport. 
He 1111r. JI.Iorgan) had gone into the matter 
fully. There was no cause for complaint in 
respect of :!\1oore's work. The lad who had 
been pnt on in his plare '"as not strong 
enough for the work, and had obtained sick 
lea ye for a certain period. From informatio}t 
he had received in the locality, the particu
lar length be was on was in a disgraceful 
condition. He had a letter containing full 
information, which be would be pleased to 
hand to the ~Iinister. He wanted to know 
whether this man had been victimised. The 
Primary Producers' Union had taken up 
the matter and wanted to know the reason 
for the man's dismis-sal. Had he been 
victimised because he happened to belong to 
the Prjmary ProduC'ers' Union? 

::\1r. COLLI"S: Is he a primary producer? 

Mr. ::\IORGAK: Station-masters and others 
had joined the Primary Producers' Union, 
which did not debar from membership any
one liYing in the country. 'rh at ''as where 
the,- obtainc·d their strength. Moore was 
alw a member of the Queensland Railway 
'Cnion, which he had to join to obtain work. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: Can you tell us why he 
joined the Primary Producers' Union? 

Mr. MORGAN: Probably becanse he 
thought he would get some good ont of it. 
Surely the Railway DPpartment did not 
debar a man from joining the Primary Pro
ducers' Union if he so desired? If that were 
so, any man who joined a political body that 
wa.q not a labour body could not get work in 
the Railway Department. He knew of 
Government employees who had joined the 
Primary Producers' Union. A great number 
of public servants were members of the 

Mr. 111 organ.j 
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Primary Producers' Union. Were those men 
going to be dismissed? 

Mr. GLEDSON: Yes, if they join the 
Primary Producers' Union. 

Mr. MORGAN: He was very plea>,,ed he 
had drawn from the hon. member the state
ment that they were going to victimise public 
servants if they belonged to any other body 
than the Labour party. He hoped the people 
right throughout the country would learn 
that that was the position hon. gentlemen 
Dpposite took up-that the very moment a 
public servant joined a political party that 
was nDt associated with the Labour party he 
was going to be victimised and dismissed. It 
-was a cruel shame. 

The TREASURER : You know very well that, 
if we followed that policy, nearly every one 
·of the heads would be dismissed. 

Mr. MORGAN : Two or three hon. gentle
men had stated distinctly that those men 
,hould be dismissed. He supposed he need 
not go any further with this particular case. 
He had struck the nail upon the head-that 
the reason the man had been dismissed was 
.because he was a member of the Primary 
Producers' Union. 

He also wanted to draw the attention of 
the Minister and the Commissioner to the 
fact that the people in the country did not 
receive the treatment they de,ervcd in respect 
·of carriage;. Those who travelled the 
furthest ha·d the most uncomfortable car
riages, while the people living wund the 
-cities had all the comforts and luxuries. He 
had traye/led in a train last Monday from 
Dalby to ::Yiiles. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Did you shift those cattle? 

Mr. MORGAN: There was absolutely no 
truth whatever in the suggestion about shift
ing cattle. The leader of the Opposition 
knew he could not leaye the House. He had 
received a wire from his home on the Friday 
stating that there was no necessity for him 
to go home, that everything was quite satis
factory. He wanted to :refer tD these car
riages. He got into the train at Toowoomba 
on Monday morning and travelled as far 
as Miles. It was all right as far as Dalby. 
There were on the train three long carriages 
with both first and second class compart
ments. One carriage contained one first 
dass •and one second class lavatory. Another 
carriage contained the same. The third car
riage contained two first class and two second 
class lavatories. ·when the train got to 
Dalby the carriages that contained the two 
first class lavatories and the two second 
class lavatories were taken off, leaving the 
<Jther old one on. He spoke to the station
master about it from a feeling of duty to
V,'ards the travellers on the train, but no 
notice was taken of his request. It was all 
, ery well for people in the suburbs to make 
a joke of it, but on long-distance trains it 
made a tremendous difference, especially to 
women and children. These were things that 
·counted with the country people, but appar
ently the country people did not count with 
the Government. He hoped that those who 
were responsible for making up trains would 
,ee that the country people got a fair deal 
and not all the bumps. 

Mr. BRENNAN (1'oowoomba): If the hon. 
member for Pittsworth would give the names 
of men who had been victimised at Too-

[Mr. Morgan. 

woomba, he (Mr. Brennan) would give the 
names of men on the other side who had 
been victimised. They had men in Too
woomba who were not competent to do their 
work, who never thought of voting for 
Labour, but he could not dare use his influ
ence with the Economy Board with a view 
to getting them dealt with. If the Economy 
Board were out to wipe out the lower paid 
men, then, he said, after their work was 
done there was no room for them. The hon. 
member fer Btunctt j11st now asked to have 
the report of the Economy Board laid on the 
table, and such a request could only be made 
for the purpose of retrenching something like 
3,000 men. 

Mr. OoRSER: No. 

Mr. BRE);NAN: If it was put on the 
table and there was going to be victimisation 
of the ordinary worker-not the heads of 
departments, not the men who were reopon
sible for the buildings at Mayne Junction
if it affected the under-dog, he would have 
some more to say about it. The Government 
had done some good work with the heads, 
but more could be dealt with. It was no 
use hon. members opposite pretending that 
they 10·ere friends of the workers. One 
could see in their arguments that they 
wanted to get a chance to wipe the ordinary 
worker out of the railways. 

The hon. member for Burnett said there 
were no coal heaps now. They did not need 
them, because arbitration had given them 
security against strikes. The worker had 
become more satisfied. The hon. member 
knew that, if the Opposition got into power, 
they 'Aould abolish the Arbitr-ation Court, 
which would affect bank clerks, police magis
trates, and many others. Hon. members 
might bring individual cases of political 
influence, but they knew very well in their 
hearts and souls that the heads of the depart· 
ments were against the Labour party to-day. 
Some of them thought that the Government 
were on the rocks, and they were getting 
very cheeky; but, when they saw that the 
credit of the Government was restored by 
the American loan, they found out their 
mistake. '(he Commissioner for Railways 
was not interfered with bv the Government. 
He was always very cour"teous to him (Mr. 
Brennan), but, if he said, " Brennan, I 
think that is not right," he did not push 
his claim to the point of using political 
influence. 

The CHAIRMA::'i": Order ! Will the hon. 
member proceed to discuss the question be
fore the Committee? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Hon. members opposite 
brought in the case of Todhunter, a con
ductor of one of the mail trains. What did 
it matter whether he was Dn the South
W e~tern or North Coast line? Members 
were getting to very small matters when 
they brought up such things as that. If he 
had a case, he could go to the union and get 
it fixed up. Parliament was too big for that 
sort of thing, or should be too big. The Go
vernment, at any rate, were out to deal with 
big, broad pri~qciples, but hon. members oppo
site brought up small personal matters in 
order to try to get a few votes. The farmer 
to-day was prepared to take 3s. a bushel for 
his wheat, although last year he got Ss., 
and the GoYernment party, which included 
only three or four farming constituency 
members. voted as a whole for that guar
antee of Ss. (Opposition interjections.) 
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The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem
ber will connect his remarks with the vote. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Are you going to 
grow wheat this year? (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRE='i:-.JAX: He could plainly sec 
that hon. members opposite were not pre
pared to give him a fair hearing because 
they were annoyed at his remarks. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : It was customary 
to have stacks of coal at different places as 
a standby in case of industrial trouble and 
it . scerr!cd to him that it would be a' good 
thmg, w VIew of the number of strikf''l they 
had h<td recently, if the Government 
adopltd that policy for the future. It was 
only within the l·ast few weeks for instance 
that there had been a strike i~ the Govern: 
ment coctimine at Bctrctlaba. No doubt, the 
same policy of the Government would supply 
the reason for the short supplies at Mary
borough which had been mentioned. 

He would like. to know whether anything 
had been done with reference to the lighting 
of t~e Dalby station,, which h_ad a very long 
platlorm with one light snmlar to a slush 
lamp. There had been one fatal accident 
there already. The Western mail trctin 
~rriv~d at ~ o'clock in tho morning, when 
In \YIPtcr It \Vas dark, and other trains 
at hoJf-past 9 or ~0 o'clock ctt nit;·ht. The 
place was either In darkness or the light 
was so bad that it was impossible for people 
to get about the platform without bumping 
m to goods or other pa lsengers. Dalby had 
recent!:, installed electric light, and one of 
the reasons why the council were induced 
to go 1Il for the scheme ''as that the Rail
wa:l; Dep.artrnent was going to be one of 
t~en· pnne1pal consumers. The Commis
siOner had told him that thcv were short 
of funJs, but he hoped that the matter 
would be regarded as a necessary improve
ment and not be considered as of a parochial 
nature. 

He agreed with the hon. member for 
1furilla >tbout the want of conveniences on 
the \',' ectcrn trains. To his mind it was 
disgraceful that any long-distance train 
should be without sufficient lavatorv accom-
modation. • 

He noticed lhat in the locomotive work
shops. ~~t Ipswich there 1;as a f:1lling off in 
staff from seventv-four to sixtv-nine and in 
the civil engineering branch· from' twenty
four to. twenty-three, whilst :.-ages in the 
loCDmotn-e workshops were decreasina from 
£256,000 to £220,000. He supposed that the 
locomotive workshops had conb:ol of the 
engines. They "ere constantly suffering 
from .delays caused by late trains. Only that 
mormng at. Dalby he was fifty-seven minutes 
standmg on the platfor,n for the \Vestern 
mail, !'lld he vei:tured to say that during the 
last s1x "-ecks It had a vcraged more than 
fifteen mrnutes late, although it was a mail 
tram, which one would expect to run up to 
time.. They used to be told that the late 
runmng was caused by water trouble, but 
now they were told that it was caused by 
the engines. If that was so-and he was told 
It wa·.-it was strange that the locomotive 
department was cutting down hands and 
rcducmg wages. That, to his mind was 
false economy. I\o doubt they would b'e told 
that the Country party was the " low wage 
party" and wi,hed for economy and to cut 
down the staff generally. They "did nDt want 
t0 do that. They wanted an· efficient staff 
and to see fair value for a good day's pay; 

they did nDt want to see two men doing one 
man's job. lf the trouble lay in the engines, 
that was the department where they should: 
h·c putting men on in order that lhPv might. 
bo placed in workable order. On the <!t~'-\ 
hand if the Government were econmmsmg 
in tl;at direction, they were economi~ing in 
a wa ,. which would prevent their li'lles from. 
ectrnil1g the revenue which they ot;ght to. 
earn. 

He would like to refer to the matter· 
already mentioned by the hon. member for· 

Pittsworth, and that was what 
[9 p.m.] was proposed to be dDne with the 

Toowoomba ya,.dR, where he 
understood some £27,000 had been expended 
on the eve of the last election. 

The C:HAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman must discuss that matter on the· 
Loan Estimates. 

Mr. VOWLES: He thought that, perhaps, 
the civil engineering branch would have· 
something to do with the carrying on of the 
public policy with respect to the yards, and. 
the Minister would be able to tell them what 
would be the fate of those works or that 
part of the works that had been completed. 
He thought he would be perfectly justified 
in asking what was the policy of the 
engineering branch with regard to the· 
\V illow lmrn yards. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fihroy): It was rather 
remarkable to hear the leader and the· 
dPputy leader of the Country party pleading 
for an efficient service, and blaming the 
Government for undue interfe,.ence with the 
st·aff of the Commissioner and the Commis
sioner himself, thereby bringing about an 
jnefficient ~cryice. Both hon. lncmbers, rn 
th,ir advice ID the :".1inister in regard to. 
coal stacks, confessed their utter inability 
even to grasp the first prindp!P Df efficient 
management. The hon. member for Burhett 
remarked upon the disappearance of the 
large stacks of coal that formerly used to be 
seen at l\1arvborough, and he was supported 
in that by the leader of the OppDsition. who 
also thought that large stacks of coal should 
be kent at big railway centres. There was. 
no g;eater proof of absolute inefficiency 
than for anv undertaking to accum.ulate b1g 
stacks of coUI in any place, becanso it w·as a 
well-known fact that, by exJ10.'ure to the 
weather, the quality of the eo a l and the 
coal itself dctc•rioratcd, and that stacks of 
coal that had been exposed fDr some six 
months would lose from 10 per cent. to, in 
extreme cases, 20 per cent., yet hon. members· 
opposite had instanced that as one of the 
shortcDmings of the Gm-ernment in not put
ting the railways on a sound business footing. 
Hon. members opposite wanted to continue 
that old bad svstem of their Government of 
putting big quantities of coal on the ground 
beside the line so that it would detc ,.iomte 
with the weather. 

:Mr. CoRSER: Men who knew thei>· work 
decided to do that, and provided ya]'(k 

Mr. HARTLEY: He did not know that 
that affected the position. In the olden 
days when they were short Df app:iances 
and 'had not th~ same facilities for er 'cting 
proper coal storage bins that they had now, 
there might haYe been some excus_, for 
dumping coal on the ground and in loading 
it in the way they did load it at that time; 
but now that they had the overhead ~ins. 
sufficient provision was made for the reqmre-

Jlir. Hartley.] 
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ments of each railway centre, and there was 
ID doubt there was a big saving in that 
::·espect. 

He wouiJ reier to another matter which 
applied not only to the management of the 
railways, but to the management of any btg 
busi nes"e concern. They could not be man
aged unle-s one had an up-to-date and 
efficient staff, and it could not be efficiently 
numagce! unless one had the full co-operation 
oi the whoh of the staff. That was what 
they had not got in the Railway Department 
to-day. The present system prevented them 
from getting the b0st efficiency, and the 
big obstacle in obtaining the best efficiency 
ia all ranks from the lad cleaner right up 
to the Commissioner was the system of pro
motion by seniority. Ko big business firm 
or up-to-date firm based the appointment of 
ih officer~~ on seniority alone. The leading 
qualification and the best qualification was 
adaptability, tmining, and knowledge to fill 
a position that might be vacant. That was 
one rc:1son why the railway service "\vas not 
as efficient as it might be, although, when 
eyerything \Vas taken into consideration, 
thoro was nothing that could be said detri
mentally about the Queensland railways as 
compared with other Australian railways. 
They had not yet got a system in Australia 
of rewarding merit and the desire on the 
part of an artisan, worknu1n, or officer to 
pro1note the best interests of the service in 
\YhiP1J he was engaged. That was ono of the 
real troubles. 

TheY had an illustration of that in the 
Con1n1issioncr's ronort on the Inventions and 
Sn~sg<o-tions Board. He (lVh. Hartley) con
sidered, in the first place, that the board was 
wrongly formed. It had only one representa
tiYe of the employees, and the rest were 
heads of departments, and, with all respect 
to the men who had filled those positions in 
the past, unless they kept themselves up to 
date and studied the moc,t up-to-date methods 
in their own State and other States and 
countries, they could not do justice to the 
positions they were in and were not qualified 
to be members of the board. 

There ohould be two boards dealing '' ith 
inventions and sugge,tions. There should be 
a prdiminary board of inquiry in the depart
ment where the employee was engaged, and 
wher8 the suggestion for the improvement 

,Ol' the invention was to apply. and, when 
that board had dealt wit,h the matter, it 
should go to the supreme board, on which 
tlw emplovees' intercets should be rcpre
~eded. If they did that, he was satisfied 
the position would not be as was disclosed 
in the Commiboioner's report. There were 
462 ~ugg-estions received from the staff, of 
wbich twentv-four were aclopte·d and thirty
three were given a trial. 'I'hat was a very 
low percentage. It did not matter how 
C'ranky some of the sugg(,~tions rnight be. 
There -yore crcmks in every walk of life. He 

·thought there were cranks on the Opposition 
ber;chos, and probably a few on the Govern
ment side of the Committee. (Opposition 
laughter.} '-'~.hen a 1nan v;as .a ~rank in some 
particnlnr direction, he thought his idea 
wa5 tlw best, and •vas abso!utl'ly reliable, 
until it was demonstrate·d to .him that it was 
not. For the life of him. he could not believe 
that out of 462 sugg£·'tions only 3 per cent. 
were at all practicable. Further than that. 
twenty-four were adopted, and sixteen bonuses 
were given as rewards to the peop!e who 
proffered those sugg,~stions. Fancy that, in 

[Jh. HaTtley. 

a big department like the railways, with this 
vote alone running into0 nearly £3,000,000! 
Fancy such wonderful liberality to zealous 
workmen who had spent a groat deal of 
time and money, and possibly studied and 
worked hard in their own time to per
f.cct. some improvement in the railway 
senrjce-it might be some i1nproven1ent on 
a c:_t·riage or an ongine l For those 
sixteen suggestions the total amount of 
reward was £50, which was absolutely 
ab:<md. The policy should be that for every 
su~;gestion that '1'DS cory~i.derod worthy of 
attention tbore should be a certain reward; 
if it was decided to give it a trial or if it 
\vas worthy of a trial, there should be 
a still further reward; if it was adopted, 
though it subsequently turned out not to 
be serviceable, there should be a still 
further reward; and, if it was finally 
adopted by the dcpart·nent, a higher reward 
sti;l. He ,,, as quite satisfied that, if that 
were done, t·here would be greater and 
rnany n1ore useful in1provements in the r?.il
wa v service, Loth in the shops and on the 
trains, t.han at the present time. The main 
objection to the board as at prc,.ent consh
tu[,,d wns that there wore officers who were 
opposed, though not consciously oppose·d, 
but opposed by their dispositions, to ~my 
alteration in the ,, vstem that had prevailed 
up to the present time. It was the attitude 
of oome of the older servants in almost any 
d-upartrnent to say, "It has been good 
enoug;h for the last thirty years. Let it go ! 
VVe do not want to bot.her with it." It was 
time that thov encouraged some of the voung 
zealous men__:_the mechanics, the experts, the 
ci vi! engineers, and the draftsmcn-in every 
possible way to give the very best (lf thell" 
tro ining·, their skill, and their brains to the 
department. They would not do that if they 
followed t<l1e present course. Take the posi
tion of a lad sorying his ap1wcnticeship. He 
attended the Technical College, and went 
tbrmwh the various courses of engineering, 
learni~g mechani,cal drawing, machine con
struction, and all the theorv that he could 
not learn vYhile 1vorking in~ the shop, until 
hJ became a thoroug,hly qualified engineer. 
What encouragement was there for him 
\Yhcn he became qualified? He simplv. had 
to drift on wc<'k after week doing practlcally 
tl~<' same work in the shop until someone 
ah0ad of hi1n died. There 1vas no encourage
ment to him t{J improve. He was up against 
a dead wall a!! the time. The present Inven
tions ar:d Suggestions Board did not connote 
officienc''· He would give a very pointed 
illustration of how the raih1 ay system in the 
times past treated sugg·ostions for improve
ments. When he first became a member of 
Parliament. ho knew a very keen boiler
maker, who \HlS thmoughly skilled, and who 
had an inY{~ntio_.;t for ren1oving tubes frorn a 
br•ilrr. H0 shm,-N! it to bim, and ,it looked 
all right. H c eaid, " All right, we will get a 
trial fron1 the Comn1issioner." The Commis
sioner at that time was the late :i\Ir. Evans. 

He stipulated with the inventor that the 
invention should he protected be: patent, 
and he asked the Commissioner what he 

"ould be prepared to pay the 
[9.15 p.m.] man for the invention. The 

Commi:-;sioner said, " VVT o \vill 
not pao, him anything. It does not belong 
to him; it is the property of the Rai!
wav Commissioner." He 'vas given to 
understand that there wa.s a departmental 
rule to the effect that an invention by 
a, railway C'mployee was the property of 
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the Commissioner, and that the man was 
.not entitled to a reward for it. They 
negotiated for a price. The invention was 
.reported on by the foreman in the shop, 
who favoured it. They tried to get a reward, 
but the Comm1sswner was not prepared to 
grant it. The matter dragged on for four 
·Or five years. He said at one time to the 
ComlY:.i",sionPr that ho vvou1d re·con1mend the 
n:an to put hi3 patent in the fire, as nothing 
would come out of it; but, fortunately the 
man got info touch \vith a civil engi~eer 
a.ftor ''hich the patont was adopted, and th~ 
man got a fair monetary reward. It 6howed 
~vbat a ?c:fective ~vstcrr1 '"as in operation 
on the railway serv1ce when it took all that 
tune to get put into operation a tool which 
was ,, orkmg very well at the present time 
.and saving a large amount of monev in the 
j.1r< 'ervatio!1 of the tubh of the hoi"ler and 
reducing the time in which the boilers ~ig;ht 
be repaired. · 

Ho drew attention to the following para
graph ii1 the' Commif'~soner's report-

" Of the thirty class ' C17' engines. the 
oonstructwn of which waB distributed 
evenly between the Ipswich shops, Messr '· 
vValkers Limited. and Messrs. Evans. 
Anderson. and Phclan, six have been 
"Completed at Ipswic.h, ten by J\1cssrs. 
\Valkers Limited, and two by Messrs. 
Evans, Anderson, and Phelan, leaving 
twelve still to he supplied. Further 
co_ntra cts for thirt:i have been arranged 
w1th J\{essrs. \V"lkers Limited, and 'ix 
with ~Ic" ':Jl'). E>-.-.'1 ns. Andorson, and 
Phelan." 

H6 would like to know whether the Govern
ment w.:;re handing over the work of building 
locomotives to outs1de contractors. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
Is[r. HARTLEY: He was pleased to know 

that. Surely they ought to he able to con
struct more than six locomotives a. ve::~r at 
the Government workshops at Ipswich·. which 
was as up. to date as any shop in Queens
land. \VhJlc thP workmen at tl18 lps·vich 
workshops were on short time, it oeemed 
strange that ·walkers Limited, and Evans, 
Anderson, and Phelan should he huildinrr 
locomotives. o 

He wanted to draw the attention of the 
leader of the Opposition to the Baralaha 
coal. The hon. member evidently attributed 
the disappearance of the coal at Mary
horough to the fact that there had been a 
cessation of operations at Baralaha hut 
there had never been am' coal sent' from 
Baralaba, to :'\Iaryhorough, 'with the exception 
of a small trial quantity. They had enough 
to do to supply the requirements of the 
Central Division from Baralaha. He sug
gested that the Rallway Commi,"ioner should 
haYe h1s own coalmines on the Stvx Rivet 
:we! t_he Central Railway. A good deal of 
<cxperunental work and careful mining of 
tbe Baralaba coa\ would be required before 
It became an effiCient railway coal. 

A GOYERlOIENT ME:IIBER: It is a very fine 
·eo al. 

Mr. HA RTLEY: It "as a very fine heat
ing coal, hut rather tricky; and they wanted 
a coal for the railway engines w.hich would 
burn eas1ly and with as little trouble as 
possible. 

Mr F. A. COOPER (Bremer): A biv vote 
like this should call forth some criticism 
from the leader of the Opposition, but it 

"as astoniGhing to think that the leader of 
the Opposition should spend his time dis
cussing a light on the Dalhy platform and 
the taking off of a carriage from a train at 
Dalby. It seemed to him that th~ Railway 
Department was either all right, or that the 
Opposition had not been paying much atten
tion to the department; he thought that in 
the majority of oases the department was all 
right. They found the hon. member for 
M urilla, discussing the dismissal of a 
"cocky" lengthsman. They could not under
stand how a lengthsman could he a member 
of the Primary Producers' Union, as they 
had understood that that was an industrial 
union cm·ering only primary producers. 
ThLy now found that it w~s a political union. 

He would remind the Minister that there 
were !tm boys who had passed the appren
tices' examination for admission to the Ips
wich workshope, but were not admitted, 
although they had been notified that they 
v,ould be admitted. He appealed to the 
:tlini,.+er to r"· .:msider these cases. Surely 
they had enough faith in their railway 
system to put on all the apprentices it could 
carr.', even ,if at the Pnd of their apprentice
ship the foreman said that thoy ceuld not 
employ them as journeymen. The m· chani
cal engineering apprentice:;, as soon as they 
were out of their time at the Ipswich work
shops, were taken on hy private engineering 
firms. The railway service was not so flush 
in the 1natter of competent cng.ine2rs, and 
he doubted the wisdom of allowing these 
bright brains to leave the department. These 
hoy3. who had won thcir place by 5 per cent 
of inspiration and 95 per cent. of perspira·· 
tion, should he kept in the department, as 
they would be useful to the State. If they 
wanted a good en:-ineoring staff they ought 
to rebin the ho\.i- ''ham they tra-ined; but, 
if thc·.v were to be allowed to go away when 
they had sened their apprenticeship, they 
should still train other apprentices. If they 
could train mechanical engineers for the 
benefit of the State, they could also train 
fitters, moulders, and blacksmiths for the 
service cf the State. 

He wanted further investigations to he 
made into the matter of repairs to rolling
stock. He was informed that it 'I as no 
uncommon sight in the Ipswich workshops to 
see carriag<"l go out with a placard on them 
"Loaned to tn.ffic." They were fixed up so 
that they would just run one trip, and then 
have to be brought hack to be repaired. 
He thoug.ht there was now an opportunity
through the sla.clmes; of traffic-to make the 
rep~irs tha' were nccc,3ary \Vhcn the 
J\.linjstt;~r was sp0,~king, a question \vas raised 
a.hout a train ,,, hi eh could not get through a 
tnnncl, or could only get through after very 
grc~t pressure Ho did not know whether 
tn8 fault was with the tunnel or with the 
train; but he v.ould ask members of the 
Opposition who t!H'Y were going to recom
mend for dismissal-the man who built the 
tmmel fifty years ago, the engineer or drafts
man who designed the carriage that could 
not go through the tunnel, or the driver that 
could not take it through? If the Minister 
dcs1gncd t.he carriages, he would say, " Sack 
the Minister"; but, if there was any fault in 
the carriages, the Minister ~hould se: that 
the perwn who was respons1hle for 1t was 
brought to hook. Certain people ha.d a 
tendencv to get into a groove, and discern
ing people had to see that they did not get 
into those grooves. He knew of some 

Mr. F. A. Coorer'.J 
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churches which changed their ministers 
round. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Only when they 
hear a oall. (Laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Many were called, 
but few chosen. (Laughter.) He thought it 
would be an effective sytitem if they had a 
circuit on the rail ways, and periodically 
shifted their shop foremen and workshop 
foremen round the State. Possibly they 
would get better service, get these men out 
of the grooves, and give all the foremen a 

big knowledge of all the work of 
[9.3{) p.m.] the railways. He had found in 

the Ipswich workshops a disin
clination to do the best, chiefly on the part 
of the heads. Hon. members would not 
believe with what ease they slipped back 
from a position they had taken up. Some 
little thing recommended by them and turned 
down seemed to be sufficient excuse for drop
ping the whole business. That should not be 
oo. If a foreman were told a certain thing 
could not be done in a certain way, he took 
it as a general instruction on all thing> and 
let the whole thing slide. It was wonderful 
what they could do with the small fry and 
not with the big. He remembered taking to 
the Commissioner the case of a boy appren
tice who went to three race meetings to earn 
an honest crust by selling- race books. The 
Commissioner dismissed the lad because he 
did that. He tried to get the Commissioner 
to give the boy another opportunity, but he 
would not do so. At the very same t!me, 
and for some number of years, a man m a 
hig·h position in the service was getting every 
oecond Thursday off to be a steward at a 
race meeting. The differential treatment was 
remarkable, the only difference being that 
the man in the high position used to go to his 
boss and ask for the afternoon off. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Perhaps he gave his boss 
a tip. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: lie got only a 
sovereign for his services for the afternoon, 
and there would not be much left if he 
gave a tip. He could assure hon. members 
that the stewards on amateur turf clubs did 
not bot. What puzzled him was why the 
severe treatment that was meted out to the 
boy was not meted out to a man in a respon
sible position. He did not want that treat
ment to be meted out to the man, but he 
thought the boy might have got the same 
opportunity as a grown man in the service. 

He wanted to know eomething about how 
they were dealing with the work in the 
workshops. Was it paying? Were they 
comparing decentlv and favourably with out
side work? They had an excellent opportu
nity of comparing- prices in the matter of 
the erection of some new locomotiv<es at the 
Ipswich workshops and others which had 
been built for them at Maryborough. The 
conditions up to a certain point, he believed, 
had been equal. He wanted to know whether 
the conditions were equal. He believed that, 
if they favoured anybody, they favoured 
\Yalkers Limited very much. He believed 
that Walkers Limited had the very first 
call upon all material procurable. and that 
the first material that came to hand went 
Lo them. That was a big consideration; they 
did not have their jobs hanging on their 
hands. He believed that hy getting their 
material early they enjoyed the adva.ntage of 
having to pay a lower wage, because the 
Arbitration Court award went up consider
ably by the time the Ipswich engines were 

[.Mr. F . .A. Cooper. 

started to be built. He believed that by 
getting- the first material, Walkers Limited 
got it through the Customs for a lesser duty 
than had to be paid in respect of the later 
material which had to be used on the engmes 
being built in the Ipswich workshops. If 
that were so, the Maryborough firm had a 
very material advantage in the matter ?f 
material in the matter of wages, and m 
the matter of duty upon the material. If 
the Ipswich engines had come ,put anywhere 
near the Maryborough engines, if they had 
beaten the Maryborough engines in the _mat
ter of pricf', it was greatly to the credit of 
everyone concerned-the draftsmen, the '?e_n 
in charge, and the men themselves. It It 
were not some investigation should be made. 
He hop~d the Minister had _the figure:;. 
These things ought to be finalised by this 
time and the people ought to know whether 
Ips~ich had come out with advantage in that 
matter. If it had, he would be very 
pleased to hear it. He believed it had, 
because he believed the work turned out of 
the Ipswich workshops was just as good, and 
in many respects better than an~ done ant
side. He believed the workers. did as good, 
and in many respects a better JOb than wor
kers in outside shops. He knew they had 
produced a superior article, because the 
enrrine drivers who drove the locomotJyes 
told him the Ipswich engine was better than 
the Maryborough e':'gine-it hauled a better 
load and hauled It more easily. If the 
pric~ were bett~r-as he believ~d it was '\nd 
as he beheved It ought to be-It showed tr:at 
their workshops were doing a better service 
to the State than were outside firms. He 
very much regretted . that t~l8re was 3;ny 
occasion to have engmes built by outside 
firms. He did not say they should not g1ve 
them to those firms. He believed the depart
ll1ent \Vas in serious need of engines, and 
they had to have them built with all 
expedition. 

He wanted to sav a word or two upon the 
most vexed question of seniority versus effi
ciency. He did not thipk there could be 
any question but that efficwncy should count; 
on all occasions the efficient man should get 
the job. The unfortunate position was th~t 
it was somewhat difficult to decide upon effi
ciency. Supposing that a senior man left 
the service if the next in charge was not 
the most ~fficient man, what had he been 
doing there all that time? That was the 
argument that was always used m ~he matter 
of seniority and efficiency. He believed th~y 
should "tand for efficiency. He stood for It. 
He believed they should have some board 
or some method of deciding- who was the 
efficient man, and that positions s~ould be 
filled by the most efficient men available. 

Mr. COSTELLO: The agitator gets the job 
now. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: There was a very 
large field for an agitator on the Opposition 
side to agitate those people to be of the one 
mind and the one heart. He had never come 
across such a divided hod;; in his life. To-day 
they said that what was hampering- the Rail
ways Department was the fact that it had 
to pay Arbitration Court awards. T~ey 
said, " \:Vipe away the court, do away_ w1th 
awards, and let the department run Without 
them." 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is an incorrect 
statement. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: One of the main 
planks of their platform was arbitration. 



Supply [18 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1529 

They had no cohesion. If they were an 
engine upon the railways. how soon wo!-'ld 
they be smashed? They had no connectmg 
rod. The only thing they had was a safety 
valve, and they all seemed to be sitting 
upon it. He want;ed to stress the fact of the 
appr"ntices and the repairing of the rolling 
stock. The department should take every 
opportunity to see that the rolling stock was 
put into proper repair at the present time, 
when no great demand was being made upon 
it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): The motor
cars were a very big convenience to the 
suburbs of Toowoomba and the districts 
surrounding Toowoomba. Even if the depart
ment were losing on them, there were other 
lines on which losses were being made. Pos
sibly the Cleveland line and many suburban 
lines were not doing any better. He thought 
they could be extended in the direction of 
picking up cream and other things. 

The hon. member for Burnett spoke about 
large stocks of coal which had disappeared. 
Would the Minister tell them where their 
stocks of boiler plates and boiler tubes that 
were in the Ipswich workshops when the 
present Government came into power in 1914 
were now. He admitted that it had been 
very difficult to get them. He thought the 
Minister would find there was a difference 
of many thousands of pounds. 

Regarding employment, no business could 
be properly managed and prosper unless it 
was able to employ its own employees. So 
far as lengthsmen were concerned, if there 
were a vacancy on a length to-morrow the 
first man on the Labour Bureau list would 
get it. Was it a fair thing to pick up a 
swagman off the road and put him on the 
railway, practically speaking, in charge of 
the lives of thousands of people? (Govern
ment interruption.) He would give a case. 
Sometime ago a vacancy occurred near 
Gatton. A returned soldier who had been a 
lengthsman before he went to the war and 
who had earned some of the greatest 
honours on the field of battle, was told 
when he made application that he would 
have to take his chance with the first man 
on the list at the Labour Bureau. He (Mr. 
Bebbington) went to the Railway Depart
ment and was told that that wa~ correct. 
He went to the Labour Bureau and the 
head of the Bureau told him it w~s correct 
but added that, because this man was ~ 
returned soldier and had earned the Military 
Modal, some little difference might be made 
in his case. 

The S~CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not 
correct. 

Mr. BEBBIJ\'GTO::"-<: He said it was 
correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You would 
say anything. 

At 9.40 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He did not agree 
with what the Minister said. It was correct. 
This man was told distinctly that he must 
put his name down on the list at the Labour 
Bureau, and the man whose name was first 
down on the list would get it. How could 
they expect the Commissioner to manage a 
business like that, when he was compelled to 
take into his service the first tramp who 
came along? To endanger the lives and 

property of people in that way was a perfect 
scandal. The engineers at Maryborough put 
some men on without consulting the Labour 
Bureau, and, as the Minister knew, there 
was a big row about it and the whole thing 
was turned upside down. If the Minister 
denied the facts in this case, he would go 
with him to the Railway Department and 
see the officers from whom he had made 
inquiry. He would also go with him to the 
head of the Labour Bureau and they would 
see the thing through. The Commissioner 
bad not the control he ought to have. Many 
lad porters were controlling the business 
instead of the station-master. If the station
master reported them, he was told not to be 
so officious. Very likely he was moved some
where else. The Commissioner was not 
backed up in his authority. He pr,actically 
occupied the position of a boy. He was of 
opinion, with other members, that as many 
apprentices as possible should be taught in 
the railway workshops. A business man had 
the right to ha;e his son trained as a farmer 
at Gatton College; why should not the 
farmer have a similar right to have his son 
trained as an engin<'er in the Ipswich shop? 

The HOME SECRETARY : Why do they not go 
on the land? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The land was a good 
place for the other fellow. The full number 
of apprentices should be trained in the shops. 
It was well known that a great many of the 
engineers and artisans required to-day were 
foreigners. They were dying out here and 
apprentices were not coming on, and in a 
very short time they would have to bring 
foreigners here to fill the bulk of their 
positions. There seemed to be a tendency to 
make the professions and trades close cor
porations for the benefit of the few .people 
interested in them; but, when apprentices 
were trained, even if they could not employ 
them all themselves, they would be assets to 
the State. The unemployed to-day were 
practically all untrained men. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Are they? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: A good many of 
them were. If a farmer wanted twenty men 
to do harvesting, he had to get lOO beior·.:> 
he could pick out twenty fit for the job. 
The training of men was not fitting them 
for the services for which they were re
quired. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifern): One hon. member 
advocated that more locomotives should be 
constructed at the Ipswich workshops, whilst 
the hon. member for Bremer said that some 
of them were sent out with placards on them, 
" Loaned to traffic," and had to be sent 
back immediately after the trip for repairs, 
which, he took it, was a condemnation d 
the management of the shops, which he 
understood were very well equipped, and 
capable of turning out splendid work, 
although it was always understood that it 
was of a very costly nature; so much so 
that they had been looked upon as a white 
elephant and unable to turn out work at a 
cost that \~ould compare with that of any 
well"organised private concern. The hon. 
member for Bremer also mentioned carrhgcs 
which, on their first trip, hit the tunnels 
and were damaged. That was a very severe 
condemnation of the policy of the depart
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 
member for Bremer did not say that. It 
is not correct. 

Mr. Bell.] 
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Mr. BELL : He would like to raise his 
voice in rocommonding that more considera~ 
tion should be given to country lines in the 
matter of accommodation and conveniences. 
The country districts were being starved, 
while the city eloctoratf·3 and suburban areas 
got a great deal more consideration. On 
his own line to Boonah they had great 
trouble a few weeks back in getting an extra 
carriage. Twenty-five years ago the services 
on some of their country lines were better 
than they were to-day; they were retro
gres-sing. He thought that was largely a 
matter of organis•1tion. They had plenty of 
trains, but the time tables might be made 
more convenient for the people, who now had 
to sacrifice their time to the Railway Depart
ment, who gave them no consideration at all. 

With reference to the Kalbar-Mount 
Edwards line, an engine was unable to turn 
at Kalbar, and had to go several miles 
further on. That showed pretty bad manage
n1ent, and very great inconvenience 1\'as 
caused from the lack of facilities. The line 
to Mount E·dwards should be completed. The 
earthworks were being washed away, and, 
generally, they were losing the benefit of 
what work had been done. The Minister 
told them that he could not sec his way clear 
to finish the line, bqt hoped that, if the 
Government were successful in floating a 
loan, a small pm·tion would be earmarked 
for it. He hoped the Minister would take 
some notice of what he had said and endea
vour to improve the services on their country 
lines. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): With regard 
to the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Aubig.ny in regard to the use of rail motors, 
they did not need to go to New South Wales 
for experi<mco, because they had had actual 
experience in Queensland, and it had not 
been satisfactory. 

Mr. BEBBlNGTON : Why ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
was a case of the hon. member rushing in 
where angels feared to tread. On the Cook
town system, '-''hen he was there, men were 
in charge who were able to effect repairs 
quickly, but otherwise the trials that had 
been made had not proved as satisfactory 
as was expockd, and that was the reason 
why the department desired to make trials 
of small steam cars. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: \Vhy is it that a woman 
can run a motor-car on a road and you 
cannot run ono on the railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member was constantly objecting to 
what he termed interference, but he wanted 
now to interfere with the engineers of the 
railway service in matters of working. The 
hon. member made some long, passionate, 
rambling statement aboqt interference with 
the Commissioner in the employment of 
labour, and said that the man first on the 
list, even i£ he were a tramp from Timbuctoo, 
should be employed before a com~etent work
man. That was a ridiculous statement. The 
engineers, with Cabinet approval, had now 
authority to engage serviceable, suitable 
labour. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : How long since? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

The hon. member may have had a particular 
case in which it was otherwise, but he might 
have been misinformed. S'o far as practic-

[Mr. Bell. 

able, it was the policy of the department to 
engao-e labour from the Labour Bureau, and, 
as fa~· as possible, in order of seniority and 
efficiency. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The first on the list. 

At 9.58 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAX resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~\YS: 
The officers were not bound down to that 
rule at all. Thev went to the bureau and 
selected labour in 'conjunction with the labour 
agent. 

Mr. BEBBJXGTO:i' : And the engineers get 
hauled over the coals about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. mamber came there with some long, 
rambling statement which "as not based on 
fact. At any rate, he was not stating what 
was happening now. He might be going 
back three or five years. 

The hon. member for Burnett referred to 
coal stacks which used to be kept at different 
places. The hon. member wanted him to 
exercise nolitical influence. The departmental 

" officers who wero responsible for 
[10 p.m.] ascertaining the coal supplies for 

tlie ensuing ear made their 
recommendations and secured the money that 
was rcCJni red. It was absurd to have that coal 
lying idle and money invested in it when it 
was bound to deteriorate. The margm of 
safety was ascertained by the departmental 
office'rs, and they were all6wed what sup
plies t-hey required. Surely there was no 
further information necessary. D1d the hon. 
member want to tell the departmental officers 
what thev should do in t.hat particular 
matter? ·The hon. member for Pittsworth 
referred to a qu-estion of political influence. 
The worst ca·e of political influence was one 
that c 1me from the hon. member's party. He 
had dealt with t-hat on a previous occasion. 
He had been asked to override the Commis
sioner's decision on the report of the Economy 
Board regarding gatekeepers. That board 
made certain recommendations regarding 
gatekeepers; thesP recommendations were 
carried out ; and then a protest was made to 
him by the Country party with a request 
that he should override the Commissioner's 
decision in the matt.er. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V A YS: 
The hon. member for Aubigny mentioned 
the ca·e of the employment of railway 
employee Todhunter. He said that in 
that case outside influence had stepped in 
and compelled the Commissioner to Bmploy 
Todhunter when he did not want to. The 
Arbitrat-ion Court did not deal with that 
matter at all; it was dealt with by the 
departmental officers. Thee· had the deputy 
leader of the Country party-a man holding 
that responsible position-making t-hat un
truthful statement. It was a serious matter 
that the department should be subjected to 
crit-icism of that nature. How could the hon. 
member make such a ridiculous and unfounded 
statement' A good deal of the criticism 
urged against the Government was as untruth
fnl and ridiculous as what he had JUst 
mentioned. Hon. members 'hould ascertain 
the facts upon which to base criticism, and 
not base it upon absurd stories as had been 
done by the hon. me_mber for Auhigny. 

With regard to the complaints about 
carriages, that was a matter which came 
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under the jurisdiction of the departmental 
·officers. Ho had not heard the complaints 
which had been made that evening, but the 
mattPr would be inquired into. 

An OPPOSITI0::-1 l\1EMBER: You have not 
-done much travelling. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had done a great deal of travelling. 

Mr. VOWLES: In your own special carriage. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had tra veiled in second-class carriages more 
frequently than the hon. member, and he 
appreciatGd the difficulties the Railway 
Department had to contend with. 

Mr. VowLES: In the previous Government's 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Things were in a deplorable state then. The 
second-class carriages to-day were as good as 
the first-class rarriages in those days. HB had 
traYelled in second-class carriages in country 
districts at the b•,ck of Rockhampton, and, if 
the hon. member knew t·he services that pre
vailed under the Tory Administrations, they 
would realie .. ' how little cause there wa3 for 
complaint under the present Government. 

Mr. ConSER: You are only exaggerating. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Dalby mentioned the 
light on the Dalby raih1 ay stat.ion. If they 
could get the electric lighting system installed 
,;t a reasonable cost, they should adopt that 
system; but it was not likely to be adopted 
during the currency of the financial year 
c~n]e''' there \\as some change which could 
not be foreseen at present. The matt.er would 
come up for carlv consideration. Special 
inquiry would be made regarding the state
ments made by the hon. member for Dalby. 

Mr. VowLES: Send it to Mr. Smith, the 
station-master. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
would send along the remarks by t.he hon. 
member as contained in '· Hansard" for 
report. The hon. member for Murilla had 
said that a man named Mooro h&d bnen 
victimised. He had not the details with him, 
but he would have them to-morrow. If he 
<·ccollected rightly, the Primary Producers' 
Union had written concerning the matter. 
His rccoll<ection was that this man was earn
ing money outside the Railway Department, 
and when curtailment was to be effected, the 
mm{ earning incomes outside the .cJepartm?nt 
went hofore the men who were not earmng 
<Jutside incomes. 

Mr. MoRGAN : What about the boy only 
nineteen years of age, who was an only son? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL W A Yt; : 
His recollection was that that Moore receiv<·d 
an income from an outside source. It was a 
remarkable thing that lv1oore was a mem
ber of the Primarv Producers' 'Union. Th0re 
was some corrcsp~ncloncc from the Primary 
Producers' LT nion on this matter. 

Mr. MoRGAN : Yes. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Did not that indicate that Moore received 
income outside the department? 

Mr. JYIORGAN: No. Anv railway man can 
become a member of the Primary Producers' 
Union. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No 
member was going to join two unions and 
!Jay two fees when one would protect hiw. 

Mr. MORGAN: A number of station-masters 
are members of the Primary Producers' 
Lnion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Bremor dealt with the 
que ,tion of apprentices, which was an im
r)ortant matter, and was under consideration 
at the present time. During the last six 
months, unfortunately, there had heen a 
ol10rtc.ge of fund·", and there wa<, a difficulty 
in carrying on the ordinary policy with regard 
to apprenticeship. The "hole matter was 
undPr f'onsideration. and due 1n1portance 
would be attached 'to the remarks of the 
hon. member for Bremer and the hon. mem
ber for \Yarvvick. 

Referring to the repair of rolling-stock, 
he would point out to the hon. member for 
Br. mer th ·t at Eaetor and Christmas and 
rtlF'l' holidaY ti,ncs evcrv carriage fit to rnn 

7 ns sent o~1t into traffic even in an un
paincccl condition. That was the usual prac
tice. ,Judging by the reports that he had 
received, repairs were bmng effected at the 
Ipswich workshops, and there was .no neces
sih for anv chan~" at the present time. The 
m~ttcr \YaS kept ~loscly in touch with. to see 
if any change ,,·as ncce3sary at any time. 

Thm' had about fifty-five locomotives at 
the p"rescnt time under order at Ipswich, 
or untler order frorn Evans, Anderson, and 
PhPlan and ·walkers Limited. At the pre
sent time, owing to the drop in tra.ffic, 
there was not the same demand for cngmes 
as there was some months ago. They h~d 
not the same number of engines for repmrs 
in the Ipswich v, orkshops as they had in 
January last. 

Mr. BEBDINGTOX: Arc you able to get all 
the boiler tubes that you require, or are 
they still difficult to obtain? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The department had dec!ded some ~ime 
ago to effect repairs as qmckly as poss1ble, 
and he had received no comnlaints about the 
absence of boiler tubes. A< comparison had 
been made of the cost of engines built at 
th0 Ipswich workshops and a~ \V alkers 
Limited a.nd the cost was approximately the 
sam0. ' Ten engines built by . \Valkers 
Limited had rost £9.094 per cngme, and 
six eng-ines built at the Ipsw·ich v.~arks~ops 
had cost £9.231 per engine, ,,·hich meant an 
Pxccss o\·er Walkers Limited of £137. 
There was a footnote to the report on the 
matter which stated-

" The excess of £137 is more than 
accounted for bv the fact that the super
heater matcriai scmplied by \Valkers 
Limited cost £142 per engine less than 
that put into the engines at Ipswich." 

The cost o£ engines built at Ipswich com
pared favourablv with the cost of ongmes 
built b,- \Valkcrs Limited. 

l\Ir. BEBBEGTOX: Did Walkers Limited 
import their mvn material or get it from 
the department? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
thoucrht that the department assisted in come 
wa v ~ but he was not certain of the details. 
The policy of the department was to h~ve 
as n1any engines as were necessary bu1lt. 
Some time ago, when there was a great 
demand for locomotives, they had to go to 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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·walkers Limited, as they were not able to 
turn out enough at the Ipswich workshops. 
The contracts were given, and the work had 
to go on, and that was the reason why the 
men were working full time at Walkers 
Limited. The department had no control 
over the tenders that were let some time ago 
for the construction of locomotives. The hon. 
member for Fitzroy dealt with the question 
of the Inventions and Suggestions Board. 
That board had not effected all that might 
be expected, but initial steps had been taken 
and in time it wonld bring about o-reat 
improvement in the railway service. Other 
matters which had been brought up would 
receive consideration. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani): The question of 
~mtside c'?ntrol in tpe selection of employees 
m the railway service had been referred to 
but he did not think tp~ MiJ?-ister knew very 
much !'bout the conditions m regard to it. 
Some Important work had been held up the 
other ~ay because the organiser of the 
Australian Workers' U~io~ clai~ed the right 
to. choose men for certam Jobs, m connection 
With the work of powd.•r monkeys which 
was a very responsible position, bec~use the 
m~n had the handling of explosives and the 
firmg of the shots. 

T~e CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member 
dealmg with the construction vote? 

Mr. SWAYNR: He was dealino- with 
tm]lloyment generally on the railway~. 'I'he 
engmee_r wante_d trustworthy men for those 
responsible positions. The work in question 
;;as ht,',ng up for a wee!< and declared 

bl_ack because the orgamser of the Aus
tralian \Vorkers' Union was not allowed to 
choose ~he two men required for the position. 
The Mmister had emphaticallv denied what 
the hon. member for Dravto.n said so he 
thought it was well to teil the Co~mittee 
what he knew about the matter The officers 
of the dep~rtment had not got a free hand 
111 the c:h01ce _of employees, as men outside 
the service claimed the right to nick out men 
for different jobs. " 

Mr . .J.. H. C. ROB~RTS (Pittsworth): 
ThP Thlmi_ster had not given them anv infor
mation ":~th regard to the work being.earried 
out at \v Illowburn, as he had promised. 
. The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I will g·ive 
It when we get to the vote concerned. 

~1r. J, H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister 
migh_t grve them the information under the 
head!n~, ~A " extra labour and contin
gencJes. m that vote. Unless there was 
somethmg he wanted to keep dark. the hon. 
gentleman. should giVe them the information. 
They realised that a large amount had been 
spent there. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order J I would point 
~mt to th~ hon. ~ember for Pittsworth that, 
If the Mmister gives the information asked 
for, I cannot prevent discussion on it but 
the hon. member is entirely out of ;rder. 
He can raise the question when we come to 
page 126 of the Estimate". 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister 
had twitted the Opposition with having gone 
o-:er the head of the Commissioner to him 
with regard to the gatekeepers, but they 
went to the hon. gentleman as a matter of 
courtesy. He thought the Minister would 
not expect thorn to go to the Commissioner 
O"- a matter of the policy of the Government. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

It was unfair of the Minister to accuse them 
of trying to break down the authority of the 
Co1nmissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhy do you 
complain about political interference? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: In connection. 
with the delivery of wheat on the Downs, it 
was arranged to concentrate on a particular 
station in order to facilitate delivery and. 
also to expedite the work of the Railway 
Department, instead of delivering the wheat 
in small quantities at various places. There 
were certain gates at which there was a very 
small traffic, but, had the wheat been 
delivered at those places. the traffic would 
have increased so much as to entitle the 
department to retain the services of the gate
keepers there. In his electorate there were· 
gates at which the services of the gatekeepers 
had been dispensed with, but at which their 
services would have been required had the 
"heat in that localitv been delivered there. 
Through the Wheat Board having delivered 
the wheat at ono station, some of the gate
keepers were out of employment. Good ser
vice was performed by the gatekeepers. 
Orders for trucks were left with them, which 
they would give to the guard of the train 
going to Toowoomba, and the trucks woul-d 
bu sent the dav after. and time would thu& 
be saved. 'I'lie gatekeepers being out of 
employment would be within their rig-hts in 
not accepting the rcsponsi bilitv of delivering 
the orders to the guards. It was necessary 
to have someone to look after the mail bags 
which were thrown out of the train, and 
there was nobody to look after them if the 
gatekeep0rs were not there. They had a per
fed right to approach the Minister with 
regard to the matter. If the railways 
were to be run suocessfullv. th0 A rbitrat!on 
Court should fix wages and. hours at the com
mencement of the financial year, as, if 
awards were brought in at inconvenient 
times. it was impossible for the Commis
sioner to carrv out the duties imposed on 
him. If the m~ney spent at Willowburn had 
been spent in the improvement of the plat
forms at some of the country stations--

The CHAIRMAN : Order J The hon. 
member cannot discuss that matter on this 
vote. 

Mr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS: He was talking 
about the maintenance of lines in country 
districts. Many of the stations there were 
in a deplorable condition. For instance the 
one at Pithworth, one required a step la'dder 
trJ get into the carriage. The country lines 
were neglected. and the train service suited 
very few people. The department should 
certainly arrange the train service so as to 
enable th? c~untry people to get to Too
woomba m hme to attend the cattle sale 
hold there every Tuesday. People in the 
country were landed in Toowoomba at 3 or 
4 o'dock in the afternoon. too late to see 
much of the sale. The Railway Department 
should rcorgamse the system in many of the· 
country districts. 

At 10.30 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro
visions of Standing Order No. 306, I will 
now leave the chair and make my report to 
the Home. 

The House resumed. 
The CHA!Ro!AN reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
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INFANT LIFE PROTECTION ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READIKG. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 

McCormack, Cairns): I beg to move-
" That the Bill be now read a second 

time.'' 
The matter has been fully discus;ed at the 
initiation stage, and there is no need to g·o 
·over it again. It is a non-contentious measure, 
containing only two principles-provision for 
adoption, which we can all agree with, and 
the setting up of an affiliation court, from 
which the magistrate has the power to excl~de 
.all the public and newspaper representatives 
if, in his discretion, he so decides. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE ( Oxley) : I was hoping 
we were going to hear from the Home 
Secretary something with regard to the 
1·eporting of these cases in the public Prees. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: The Bill g·ives power 
to the magistrate to exclude the Press. 

Mr. ELl'HINSTONE: Is there anything 
:to restrict the PreJs in connection with the 
r0porting of these cases? The hon. gentle
man must see that that has become a menace 
:in our n1icbt. \\'L_' hRv-e seen EOme ne\vs
papers parading these cases to pander to the 
appetites of the' unthinking, ancl that sort of 
:thing requires to be restricted. This seems 
to be an opportunity for exercising that 
po,ver. 

Mr. KING (Logan) : It is generally recog
.nised-and it is a fact-that the adopt.ion of 
ir,fants is against the law. Many people 
.enter into an agreement with some kindly 
disposed person who may be prepared to 
.take over a child under a deed of adoption. 
'Thoso deeds are void, as being against public 
;policy, and it requires a measure of this 
nature to legalise such arrangements. I 
Tecognise that this Bill is a move in the 
Tight direction so far as that particular 
matter is concerned. I dare say the hon. 
member for Toowoomba knows as well as I 

<Clo that deeds of adoption are not recognised 
.as legal and may be broken by the parties 
.at any time they like. I have prepared a 
fair nnmber of these deeds, and always have 
pointed out to the parties that the deeds 
practically have no legal significance. In 
-order to insert a binding condition in the 
<Cleeds it is a practice to insert a covenant that 
if at any time the parent wishes to retake 
.custody of the child she has to pay a certain 
amount for the keep of the child during the 
time it has been out of her custody. That 
has been the only way in which an adopting 
party has been protected in the past. This 
.legislation is going to get over that difficulty 
to a very great extent. I woul-d like to give 
<Credit to the Registrar of Births, Marriages, 
.and Deaths for a practice he has instituted 
in the department in connection with the 
registration of the names of infants who have 
been adopted. When the dee·d has been 
signed and executed a certificate of birth is 
grante·d to the child under the name men
tioned in the deed. That means the certifi
-~ate will be accepted, and there is no need 
to go into the antecedents and raise the 
question of whether the child is legitimate 
or illegitimate. 

Mr. BRENNAN: They can find out by 
searching. 

Mr. KING : Of course, they can. Take 
the case of an illegitimate child who has 
been adopted by a married couple. The deed 
-of adoption becomes registered, the certificate 

is issued to that child, and to all intents and 
purposes the child becomes the child of the 
adopting party. It is a certificate which 
bears the name of the people who adopt the 
child. We recognise that this particular 
practice is for the benefit of the child and 
the protection of its name. I hope the Bill 
will go through. 

Question put and passed. 

CoM~IITTEE. 

(Jir. Kir1can, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1, 2, and 3 put and passed. 
Clause 4-"A.doption of infants"-

The HOME SECRETARY moved the 
omission of the word " Director" on line 49, 
and the insertion of the words " Governor in 
Council." It was wiser to place on the 
Government the responsibility for cancelling 
an adoption order. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): Was it 
necessary to have such wide power given 
either to an individual or to the Governor in 
Council? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That power must 
ce somewhere to cancel an adoption order 
when it is necessary to do so. There will 
hase to be some good ground, such as the 
child having been adopted by a woman who 
dterwards becomes undesirable. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He was not 
waking any reflection upon the Orphanage 
Department : he could speak only in the 
lu ghest terms of the officers. He felt that, 
to the men who represented the Government 
for the time being, the clause gave a very 
wide power, and a dangerous one. If it were 
i<J be limited in its exercise, he was satis
fied. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It would be 
too wide a power to give to the director, so 
he was proposing to amend the clause to 
make the Government responsible. They 
had had eases where, before adoption took 
pi ace, the adopting party was quite all right; 
and they had found later on that something 
had happened. It ,-ws a wise thing that 
e.nthority should exist to enable them to take 
a.way a child from that adopted parent. The 
law gave them power now to take a child 
away from its natural parents if it were 
neglected. 

Mr. BRENNAN (7'oowoomba): He would 
iiko a provision inserted that the Governor 
in Council could have a separate supplemental 
register for the registration of all illegitimate 
children. At the present time any person, on 
payment of the fee of 2s., could search the 
register and find out the true position with 
respect to an illegitimate child. If he searched 
for an illegitimate child's birth, he would be 
shown t.he correct name. It was unfa.ir to 
the unfortunate child, who in most instances 
knew nothing of his or her doubtful lineage 
until on the eve of marriage. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I suggest 
that the hon. gentleman should deal wit.b 
that on clause 6. 

Mr. BRENNAN: He was dealing with it 
on clause 4, and suggested that they should 
insert the provision after line 48. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The Home 
Secretary has moved an amendment on line 
48. 

Amendment a.greed to. 
Clause 4, as amended, put and passed. 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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Clause 5-" Amendment of section lG"
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 

member for Oxle: had raised the question 
d reporting case-;.' Under the clause every
body was excluded from the heering of a 

caee except those specially mentioned-the 
magistrate, the director or departmental 
officer, ofi1cers of the court. members of the 
Police Force, the rcspecti ve barristers or 
'olicitore, the mother, sister, or ot.her rela
tive. The proviso was ins··rted to give the 
magistrate povvcr to admit some other person 
who was not specially mentioned, but whom 
he might find it necessary in a particu]a,· case 
to admit. but the intention was not to admit 
the Prc'-'9. 

\Ir. '"OWLES: It a.ppeared to him that 
the-re 1-..:as no povver in the clause to prevent 
the Frc '· hom obtaining accc·Js to the 
clPposition~ 

~Ir. HRE::\Nr\1\T moved the in'·~rtinn of the 
folio•., ing new subcLtt<Se, to follow line 22~ 

"(f) :'\o depositions shall be available 
to t!H' Pre's for publication unless by 
orch;r of the magistrate hearing the com
plaint in question." 

The Ho~J~ SECRETARY : I will accept that 
anwndlncnt. 

Amcmdmcnt agreed to. 

Cla-u"c, :-·s a!ncndcd, put and paf''3ed. 

Clause 6-" .11"endment of section 17"

Mr. BRE:\'J'\A;..[: He ptoposed to insert a 
new clauFc, to read son10\vhat as follo"\VS-

" rrho Go', crnor in Council ma~,' b\' 
Order in Council order a separate" suP· 
plrn1cntnl register to bo kf'pt by the
f{cg· t ;·ar-Gencral for the purposes of this 
Act." 

They must keep records, but w.hy should any 
person be able to come along and defeat a 
por,on who happened not to have been horn 
111 \Vf'dlock? lie~ knP\v of t:,-o cases in each 
of which a girl, not knowing of her ante
cedents, had b0on about to be married, when 
Mother Grundy got to work, and the intended 
husband made a search, with the result that 
the marriage did not take place. They 
should provide that a separate register should 
b2 kept. which should not be inspected except 
by order of a judge or other anthority trying 
a ca,e in "·hich a qucetion of birth arose. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Records must 
be kept, and whilst the hon. member for 
Toowoomba might hav,e known of unfortu
nate cases, it would not do for them to 
dest.roy the value of their records. In any 
case, the amendment would , not. accomplish 
what it set out to accomplish, because, if a 
search were made in the ordinary regist·er 
and the birth were not recotded there, it 
would be known that the person had not 
been registered or was in tiP other register. 

:VIr. G. P. BARNES : An attempt to conceal 
the truth. 

Mr. BRENNAN: It was not a question of 
concealing the truth at all. Ho did not 
claim that the original records shouid not be~ 
kept, but a supplementary register should 
be kept also, so that the antecedents of 
unfortunat.e children might not be investi
gated by persons who had no concern in the 
matter. In mo,,t of those cases the girl or 
boy did not know the circumstances of their 
births: they were told that they wer.e born 
in lawful wedlock. 

fl:L:L W. i11cCormack. 

Mr. KING (Logan): He would like to 
mention-what the hon, member for Too
woomba seemed to have overlookcd·-that if 
a person wished personally to make a search 
of the register he would be required to give 
the exact date of birth. If he wished to 
make a genereJ search to satisfy mere idle 
curiositv the Registrar-General would abso
!utclv 1:~fnse to give the infonnation unless 
he v.:as sati,ficd that the applicant's inquiry 
was bona fide, which )10 thought was a very 
good practic ,). 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported the Bill to the Hous,e with amend
ments. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

JUDGES' RETIREMENT BILL. 
RB:n;R::--iED FRmr CouNciL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
the Legislative Council of a message return
ing this Bill without· amendment. 

REGULATIO;..r OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACTS A:MEND~IENT BILL. 

RETURNED FROM CouNciL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
the Lcgis!atiYe Council of a message return, 
ing this Bill -~.;,·ith~nt· an1cndment. 

ANZAC DAY BILL. 
RET'CRNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the rencipt from 
t.he Lcgislati ve Council of a message return
ing this Bill without amendment. 

SUPREME COURT BILL. 

RET'CRNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
the Legislative Council of a message return
ing this Bill without amendment. 

The House adjourned at 11 p.m. 




