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LEGISLATIVE ASBEMBLY.

THURSDAY, 13 OcroBrr, 1921
The SPEAKER (Hon W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTION.
RETURN OF FEES PArD 10 BARRISTERS, SOLICI-
TORS, AND CONVEYANCERS,

Mr. PETRIE (7oombul), without notice,
asked the Attorney-General—

“When will the return in regard to
fees paid to barristers and solicitors,
asked for by the House on 30th Scptem-
ber last, be ready for presentation to the
House; also, if the similar return asked
for liﬂt session, on lst December, 18920,
will be made available at the same
time

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 4.
Mullan, Zlinders) replied—

¢ The return to which the hon. member
referred is now in course of preparation,
and the return which he asked for last
session will be presented at the same
time.”

GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL.

ASSENT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Deputy Governor of a meseage con-
veying His Excellency’s assent to this Bill.

Hon. W. Bertram. |
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SUPREME COURT BILL.
THIRD READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a
time.”

third

Question put and passed.

The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Council, for their concurrence,
by message in the usual form.

SUPPLY.

RusvMpTIioN oF COMMITTEE—EIGHTH ALLOTTED
Dav. :
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
COURT OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.

Question stated—That £5,796 be granted for
“ Court of Industrial Arbitration”—

Mr., KERR (Enoggera): This wote gave
them an opportunity of showing how assis-
tance should be given in running easily the
machinery of industry. It was natural for
Parliament to take a keen intercst in the
legislation they passed. It was no use their
passing legislation unless they watched its
subsequent results. No one could gainsay the
fact that conciliation and arbitration were
essential for this community. The whole of
the credit for the adoption of conciliation
and arbitration was not due to this Govern-
ment. Prior to their coming into power
wages boards existed which gave satisfaction.
This was only an extension of the wages
board system. The Arbitration Court had
been a success in a number of ways, notwith-
standing many pinpricks in regard to the
awards which from time to time were issued.
Because of various happenings outside, con-
ciliation and arbitration to-day was rather
an important question. ¥He would quote some
authorities on the subject—

“ Hon. C. C. Kingston, K.C.. M.L.C.
(Barrister and ex-Attorney-General of
South Australia).—In favour of State
conciliation and arbitration. Formation
of one head hoard with local boards for
dealing with local cases. Registration of
socleties and unions. Awards to be made
compulsory and enforced by remedies.”

“ Hon. Edmund Barton, K.C., M.L.C.
(Barrister and late Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly, New South Wales).—
Thinks no reasonable man can doubt the
wisdom of having conciliation, whereby
men holding different opinions could be
brought together by authority, and have
their differences settled. Favourable to
such a board as is proposed by the pre-
sident, but thinks the court should ouly
act at the request of both parties.”

“ Richard Teece (Manager A.M.P.
Soqety).—ln favour of conciliation and
arbitration, if decisions are enforced,
without which they would not be worth
a jot. The labouring classes might
generally accept the awards of the court
of courts, but highly likely they would
rot on matters of grave importance.”

*“ Hon. Mr. Justice Windeyer (Judge of
the Supreme Court).—Thinks conciliation

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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has only to be tried to be found a success.
Whether by mutual consent or legislation,
mutual consent, after all, must form the
basis. Considers the experiment of trying
conciliation worth anything it may cost.””

*“ Alexander Oliver (Registrar Friendly
Societies).—In favour of primary court of
conciliation, with a judicial body always
in existence in case of failure; the board
to be representative. Members should
have pcrsonal knowledge of the trade
affected, and the public should also be
represented. In favour also of courts of
arbitration.

“William Guthrie Spence {General
Secretary Amalgamated Miners, and Pre-
sident Shecarers’ Union).—In favour of a
State board of conciliation. Board to be
alwavs in existence; chairman to be
appomnted by members rather than by
Government; in favour of a retired judge
as such.”

He hoped those views would guide some
members of the Government. It had been
clearly indicated to them that certain hon.
members required wise guidance in matters
of national importance at the present time—

“ George R. Bradley (Secretary Marine
Officers’ Association).—In favour of a
board of conciliaticn—an cqual number
of members on cach side. Believes the
men would loyally abide by its decisions.’”

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 hope the
hon. gentleman will confine his remarks to
the question of ¢ Court of Industrial Arbitra-
tion.”

Mr. KERR: Conciliation and arbitration
came under the same Act. The machinery
provided by the Avrbitration Court was
economical, and provided an avenue for the
dispensing of justice to all parties. The
cbject of its establishment was to aid national
prosperity by preventing a periodical cessa-
tion of production and governing the rela-
tions between controlled industry and the
workers; but to-day they were getting away
very much from that objective. That was
why every support should be given by the
Committze to the Industrial Arbitration
Court as it existed at present. It was well
recognised that there were two parties in
industrialism, and they could meet to-day
on common ground at round-table confer-
ences, and, with the aid of heart-to-heart
talks, decide their differences, or, if those
differences still remained, appeal to a judge.
Such conferences of employers and employees
did away with things so detrimental to the
State as the cessation of work, the operation
of profiteers, and the .desire of captains of
industry and the knights of labour to smash
one another. It would be a rather inglorious
fight if the cmployer sat down and took
everything that was coming his way without
a struggle. It would be very onesided; yet
the workers were rather inclined to resent
any kick from the other side. Reund-table
conferences were the sort of thing that was
going to dispense with that. How much
better the community would be if they could
have in Queensland such machinery to deal
with industry and retain what they already
had! He was stressing round-table confer-
ences and goodwill towards all men—which
was what Australians were noted for. To-day
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that goodwill had been smashed by those
persons who had the reins of government in
Queensland. He did not say the Premier was
responsible, but some of those behind him
were, and he must either shoulder the respon-
=ibility or get out. Sir Samuel Griffith, on
the same question, said—

““The law could not enforce the accept-
ance of his advice. Conciliation could
only succeed if it acquired the confidence
of the people.”

‘That was perfectly true. TUtterances had been
made and printed and distributed and used
against «conciliation and arbitration. It
seemed extraordinary that the Government
should pass an enastment dealing with arbi-
tration and then take the first opportunity
to discard it, and to denounce something
that had helped to stabilisec the unfortunate
position between employers and employees.
Everything was done to harass and under-
mine and hamper what was known as the
vapitalist, There was really no such thing
in Queensland. The 1”0ged capitulist was
just as much a worker in Australia to-day
as what they called the worker himself. All
he got out of an industry, and the money
he had invested in it,.was a reward for
sorvices rendered. Thoro were no men going
round with bulging pockets with money to
burn. If there were., the Government would
very quickly get the money by some means.

Mr. Ryan: Do you think arbitration bene-
fited the railway men?

Mr. KERR: He did. Without taking any
notice of what had happened more recently
to confirm it, he wanted to read from a report
of the All Australia Labour Conference,
<dealing with conciliation and arbitration—

“Capitalism could only be abolished
by the workers uniting in one class-
conscious economic orgunisation to take
and held the means of production by
revolutionary industrial and political
action. Revolutionary  action meant
action to sccure (‘om')lotc change—viz.,
the sbolition of caplfahstw ownership of
the means of production—whether pri-
vately or through the State—and the
establishment in its place of soual owner-
shlp by the whole community.”

The Arbitration Court should be there to
stay, and no member of the community
should preach revolutionary doctrines and
have them printed and distributed free of
cost throughout the State. That was tending
to destroy the Arbitration Court to-day.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to point out to the hon. member, as I have
previously done, that on this vote he can
discuss the administration of the Arbitration
Court, but I cannot permit the hon. member
to discuss revolutionary methods. The object
of this vote is to discuss the administration
of the Arbitration Court.

Mr. KERR: When he knew of anything
that mitigated against the successful working
of the Arbitration Court, he was justified in

pointing out the c:rcumstanoes To go a
little bit further, there was what was known
as the LW.W,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to point out to the hon. entleman again
that the object of this vote is to give Thim
and other hon. members of the Committee an
opportunltv of d;scu%smg the administration
of the Arbitration Court.
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Mr. KERR: According to the ¢ Govern-
ment Gazette” of the 24th Feblualy last, the
Arbitration Court laid down the basic wage
for Queensland. The court had to have
regard, in the first place, to the average
prosperity of the industry; and, in the second
place, to ‘the circumstances applvmg to indus-
tries having greater or less than average
prosperity. There would be no difficulty in
fixing a basic wage for industries of average
pl(apentv He did not think that the
standard of living should be brought down
one iota to-day. The basic wage of £4 b5s.
for a man, wife, and three children was just
sufficient to buv the necessaries of life, and
in industries of average prosperity there was
no difficulty in passing on any increases in
wages. When all wss said and done
inereased wages were passed on to the com-
munity, and the community bore the cost in
indirect taxation. To fix a wage for indus-
tries which were not of average prosperity
was a very big thing. Mr. Justice McCawley
did not decide that the basic wage should
apply to all industries, but said that all
cases would be dealt with on their merits.
The Government were not getting over the
situation by bringing all non-paying indus-
tries under their wing, and their ])roooﬂal
with regard to Mount Morgan for the already
overburdened Railway Department to take
over a private in-dustry was not a solution of
the difficulty. The only solution was more
production. One Govo"nvncnf member had
spoken about under-production in this State.
The Right Hon. J. R. Clynes, M.T., said—

“Labour agitators are stating that
more production means to many already
dissatisfied workers simply more and more

profits to shareholders. When I read
statements like that, written by good
Labour men, I despair of making uni-

versal that sound instruction in clemen-
tary economics upon which the acceptance
of Labour and socialistic doctrine must
finally rest. If it were truc that more
production merely means more profifs, it
would. of course, mean that less produc-
tion would -mean lo ss profits.  The wvery
reverse is the case.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KERR: He connected his remarks by
saying that there was one industry to which
it was very hard to apply the basic wage.
He thought he was justified in referring to
that matter if he could thereby
point out some way in which they
might improve conditions in an
industry which was not profitable so as to

allow the basic rate of wage to be paid. The
writer proceeded—

“ A low rate of production is not a
great embarrassment for the employer.
His profit is made even more by
1est110terd production than by production
on a scale of abundanca.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T have already
called the hon. member to order. I do not
wish to ask him to resume his seat, but I
would call his attention to the fact that,
whﬂe in discussing this vote he is entitled
to discuss the various awards and their
effects, he is not entitled to continue on the
line he is taking.

Mr. KERR: It was very difficult to pro-
ceed if he was only allowed to discuss the
administration.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have given
the hon. member quite a wide field for dis-
cussion.

4 p.m.]

Mr. Kerr.]
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Mr. KERR: There was only one way of
getting out of the difficulty, and that was to
produce more than they were doing to-day.
n connection with the work of the Arbitra-
tion. Court, they should take notice of what
Lord Birkenhead, who was an eminent autho-
rity, said—

“While I believe that any attempt to
socialize industry would do irreparable
harm, I also believe just as profoundly
that a nation-wide effort to humanise it
would do incalculable good. It is con-
stantly complained that the evolution of
industry——"

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will pay atention to what I
have said, otherwisc I shall have to ask him
to resume his seat. I have already indicated
three times that the hon. member will be in
order 1n discussing arbitration and its effect
oa industries and the State generally, and
also t‘xe question of awards; but he is not in
order in discussing the matters which he is
referring to now.

My, KERR: He would tackle the guestion
of the Arbitration Court, and what it had
done as far as preference to unionists was
concerned.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will
be perfectly in order in doing that.

Mr. KERR: He had recently asked the
question of the Atlorney-General, and that
gentleman had referred him to his (Mr.
Kerr’s) legal adviser. There were many men
walking about the streets to-day who could
not get placed on the books of the unions.
He could mention two cases that he was
interested 1. In one case he secured a man
a job. The man startad, and joined up with
a certain union, and kept at work two days.
Another union representative came along,
and said that he was doing work which came
under their union. The man told him (Mr.
Kerr) about it, and he. advised him to go
and register in that union. The oue union
tock a certain amount of the msn’s money,
and when he went fo join the second uunion
he was told the books were 'full. That man
had a family of five. He had to walk the
streets, and he subsequently came on the
State for rations. That was one of the
things that the officials and agitators in the
Tiades Hall did. That man was debarred
from cking out a living for a few wecks by
casual work. He thouo})h such small pin-
pricks should be re novefl and that could
only be done by giving every suppory to
round-table conferences, and cultiv ating good
feeling belween employers and employees, by
doing away with the knights of labcur as
against the knights of industrs, and creating
good-fellowship. In regard to oorwﬁ,ntioas
mattem redress could be obtained bv appeal-
ing to the judge of the Arbitration Court.

Hon. W. Forean Smira: What do you
know about it7?
Mr. XERR: He had studied the matter

just as much as the Minister.
to see the Director of Labcur in a number
of cases, and Inquired into matters. He
hoped that the pinpricks which were so
apparent to-day would be removed by the
judge of the Arbitration Court instead of only
:uspendmg for a period the preference to
unionists clause. The wunions should not
attempt to prevent men from taking jobs
instead of sitting in the Trades Hall pla,ymg
cards. The quicker the Arbitration Court
stepped in and immediately deregistered any

[Mr. Kerr.

e had gone
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union which took upon it=2lf to cancel a job
for a man, the better it would be. He had
talked to men, who had asked him what was
the good of Iookmg for work, as they would
not be allowed by the unions to take it. He
did not desire to say anything further on that
point, as there was a case peadmg, and he
would have refrained from mentioning the
metter, but the Chairman had put him in
the position of having to take the matter up.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): He rose for
the purpose of correcting a statement made
by the hon. member for Murrumba the other
mght When speaking on arbitration that
hon. member had said that old and infirm
workers were not allowed to work. State-
ments like that getting abroad would only
keep men out of work instead of finding work
for them. The hon. member said—

“He knew of an old man who had
been squeezed out of the city, and who
was working nine hours a day and get-
ting £4 a week at Burpengary, because

*he was a slow worker because of his

age. That man was quite willing to
work the extra hour, and was quite cap-
able of doing his work and gave his
employer a fair return for the money
that he received. That was a big wage
for an old man. But under the present’
conditions he could not get work in
Brisbane because he was an old man,
Beeause he was an old man the unions
would not allow him to work. The
Arbitration Act was cruel, or at least
not fair, in that respect., It was one of
the cruellest and meanest things that a
man of that age was not allowed to work
in the city. Surely they should honour,
vespect, and help old age. They were
not helping old age. In that respect the
Arbitration Act was an absolutely dis-
graceful failure.”’
That statement was incorrect, so far as the
Industrial Arbitration Act was concerned,
and also in regard to the Industrial Arbitral
tion Court and industrial magistrates. Sec-
tion 19 of the Industrial Arbitration Act of
1816 provided—

“1, Any aged or infirm worker who
deems himself or herself unable to earn
the minimum wage prescribed by any
award may apply to the court, and any
industrial inspector may apply to the
court on his or her behalf, for a permit
in writing to work for less than the wage
prescribed,”

It was regrettable that hon. members oppo-
site should make statements of that kind.
Old men who read such statements would
come to the conciusion that they were
debarred from working in any mdustly,
whereas the Act specifically made provision
for them to be employed. While speaking
the other night on the coloured alien ques-
tion, the hon. member for Musgrave said
that what he (Mr. Dash) said about coloured
aliens was incorrect. He had a cutting from
the *“ Cairns Times,”” which proved that
coloured aliens were getting employment in
the sugar industry, while white men were
allowed to walk about without work. Not
only were coloured aliens being employed,
but they were not being paid in accordance
with the Sugar Award. The report said—

“ INDTSTRIAL COURT.
‘“ BREACHES OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT.

“In the Cairns Industrial Court this
morning, before His Worship, Mr. W.
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Simpson, P.M., Alexander Brown laid a
complaint against Samuel Christensen
for a breach of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act of 1916, in that he failed to pay
one Ball Singh, a coloured employee, in
the presence of the industrial inspector.

“ Defendant pleaded guilty to the
charge and said he was not conversant
with the award.

““It’s your place to know the award;
you have an association here, but I
don’t know if you are a member of it
said the P.M.

“ Mr. Brown: There are three Hindus
recently employed by him, still waiting
to be paid.

“Mr. Simpson: It’s your place to pay
them at the office. 1 will inflict the
usual fine of £5, in default through
levy and distress in default three wecks
in Cairns Gaol.

“ Another farmer was also brought
before the court with (1) employing two
coloured labourers in connection with the
cultivation of sugar, which was on
country of more than 40 acres; (2) not
paying the coloured labourers before an
officer of the law. The cases were taken
together and a plea of guilty was given
to each charge.”

That proved that the statements he made
with regard to coloured aliens in the sugar
industry were quite correet, and, if hon.
members oppozite were not in favour of
coloured labour, they would take some action,
in view of the information he had given, to
sce that the unemployed white men they
were talking so much about were given work
in that district. The people they repre-
sented were given preference to coloured
aliens as against white workers. They were
prepared to keep the white workers in receipt
of relief rations rather than give them work.
He hoped that his remarks would be noticed
by the employers in North Queensland, who,

he hoped, would give preference to white
workers.

_ Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): In view of the
important bearing the work of the Industrial
Court had on industrial life, he thought the
speeches of hon. members opposite were dis-
appointing. So far they had been simply
attempting to make political capital at the
expense of Opposition members. The only
speeches which really dealt with the question
before the Committec were the specches of
hon. members for Oxley, Nundah, and Enog-
gera. They should discuss the question of
whether the court’s action had increased
unemployment, driven trade from Queens-
land to other States, deterred the employer
from providing work, and rendered the em-
ployment of apprentices impossible. They
had to remember that the court had had a
comparatively easy task up ftill lately, be-
cause it had been dealing with a rising
market. There had now been a decline in
the value of many of their staple products.
To illustrate the position in Australia to-day
regarding production, he would refer to the
Director of Labour, who, in his report for
the year ended 30th June, 1921, pointed out
that the applications made to him for em-
ployment numbered over 44,000, and he had
been able to place only something over 13,000.
Some arresting figures had been given in
cvidence taken on the matter of institu-
ting a forty-four-hour weck, regardirg the
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economic position of the Commonwealth in
1918-18 compared with the pre-war year of
1912-14, by Mr. C. H. Wickens, Supervisor
of Census and Compiler of Statistics. He
pointed out that, if the 1913 prices had re-
mained unchanged, the value of production
in 1918-19 would have been £177,779,000, as
compared with £218,103,000 in 1913-14. In
other words, there had been a falling off in
the value of production during those years
of over £40,000,000. Xe did not attribute
that solely to the work of the court, but it
was fair to ask whether it had been a con-
tributing factor. With regard to the value
of production to the worker he might quote
from a speech made by one of the most
prominent leaders of the Labour movement
in Great Britain, Mr. Clynes, M.P.—

“ All these factors reduced production,
and again up and up went the price of
the commodity produced.”

Further on he said—

“ Increased production lessens his diffi-
culties. [The worker’s] decreased produc-
tion increases his burdens and diminishes
the purchasing power of his wages.”

During the war they were very pleased with
the establishment of the shipbuilding indus-
try in Australia. For the time being, they
were able to compete with the rest of the
world, with advantage to Australia. For
some reason or other, that advantage had
disappeared. Mr. Poynton, M.P., the Minis-
ter in charge of that department, said—

“He could not disclose the nature of
the cables that had passed between Mr.
Hughes and himself during the time

that the latter was in Kngland, but the
problem was a very serious one. The
position was that ships could be pur-
chased in England in commission pounds
per ton cheaper than they could be built
for in Australia. It was not a question
of shifting material from Pori Adelaide
to Williamstown, but whether or not the
Government could ecarry on the industry
at all.”
The ¢ Sydney Morning IHerald” on 5th
October, 1921, in regard to the forty-four-
hour week, had an article in which appeared
the following paragraph:—

“To.day the steamers are being built

_in Australia at a cost on the average
# of £320 a ton, whilst similar class vessels

can be purchased at from £6 to £12 per
ton.

“ By it: construction policy of the past
vear, it is said the Comunonwealth Go-
vernment has lost over £1,600,000, and
on every vessel launched since Novem-
ber last or now in course of construction,
judged by ruling values, a minimum loss
of 50 per cent. has been or will be
incurred.”

He was not speaking against the rate of
wages. Flis contention was that the wages
had to be earned before they could be paid.
He was now dealing with the constant demand
that was being made to decrease the number
of hours. Again, in regard to the iron and
steel industry, they found that the ironmas-
ters in New South Wales were complaining.
The following appeared in » New South
Walcs newspaper on 3rd October, 1921 :—

“ According to Mr. 8. Hoskins, direc-
tor of the ironworks company, .th‘e futurse
of the Lithgow ironworks is in the lap

Mr. Swayne.]
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of the gods. He points out that the
company has still to compete against
continental and British importation at
a big disadvantage. Great Britain is
buvmg large quantxtles of cheap steel
billets from Belgium and rolling them
into refined steel at English mills. This,
he says, is some of the material which
is being imported into this country, and
is being produced at such a price as to
make competition difficult. The industry
in Australia has been hit very hard during
the past three or four months, duc to
increases in wages, the shorter week, and
other causes.”’
Under those circumstances, he considered it
would be wise for the court to consider
seriously the matter before they made the
cost of productmn any higher. He knew that
he would be told that they should increase
the protection. He was a protectionist, but
he believed in reason in all things; and if
they increased the protective duties too
highly ther would impair the ability of their
producers to compete with the markets of
the world. The Opposition stood for arbitra-
tion, which loomed very largely in their plat-
form. Dut they rcalised their responsibilities
as producers, and they sometimes wondered
where the thing was going to end. The follow-
ing appeared in a Melbourne newspaper
regarding the effect of the award granted to
the Amalgamated Society of Iingineers:—
“It was shown yesterday that the
wages award in the recent plank of the
Amalgamated Society of Hngineers had
resulted in the loss to Australia of many
large contracts, including one of about
£120,000 for the erection of towers re-
quired by the Electricity Commission at
Morwell.”
As showing what their limitations were, he
would quote a letter which appeared in a
Southern paper in November, 1920, It gof
down to the gist of the casc, and pointed
out that the indiscriminate application of
the basic wage would take more than the
whole of the preduction of New South Wales
to cope with it. The letter read—
“ THE Basic WaGE.
‘““T0 THE EDITOR OF THE ‘ HERALD.
“The basic wage per family of four
at £4 5s. per week is £221 per year;
2,000,000 divided by four gives 500,000
groups of four in New South Wales. s@lf
500,000 is multiplied by 221 we have
£110,500,000 as the basic wage per annum
for New South Wales. The ¢ Statistical
Bulletin’ of June, 1920, on page 40, gives
the value of production of the principal
industries of New South Wales (including
pastoral, agricultural, mining, dairying,
minor—poultry, bees, rabbits—forests,
and fisheries, manufacturing) as: In the
yvear 1917-18, £99.202,000; in the year
101819, £08,101,000; or £12. 399,000 too
little to pay a uniform basic wage of
£4 5s. per week to each group of four
persons. Moreover, according to the offi-
cial vear book of New South Wales, in
1918 the interest charge on the New South
Wales debt was £5,220,307. That is, the
total production of New South Wales is
£17,619,000 too little to pay our basic
wage and our interest charge. Of course,
if an industry cannot afford to pay a
basic wage it should be shut down.”

How were they going to get over that posi-
tion? 1In 1917, he foresaw the position which
was going to arise, and he moved for the

[Mr Swayne.
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appointment of 2 Royal Commission contain-
ing a business element to go into the whole
question, and make recommendations =s_to
any necessary amendments in their 1r\g1s1<xtlon
on the subject. Because it had been moved
by a member of tha Opposition side, it was
opposed by the Government. At page 1207
of *“ Hansard,” during this debats the Minis-
ter (ITon. W. Forgan Smith) said—

“ As a consequence, there was a defi-
nite conflint of intercst between the two,
and prior to the establishment of Arbitra-
tion Courts they used to fight it out
by mefhoda referred to to-day as ‘direct
action,” and, whils emplovem and em-
ployees were fighting amongst themselves
by that barbaric method, the general
commum’(v who desired the service of a
particular industry suffered owing to
stoppages of work and the dislocation of
industry. It was recognised by Parlia-
ment that public interests must be safe-
guarded, and the Arbitration Court was
established with a view to calling the
rnal interests together and fixing a fair

vage on the basis laid down in the Act.”

Yet, in 1917, although they had a Common-
wealth Arbitration Court and Arbitration
Courts in the States, the hon. member for
Mackay and the hon. member for
[4.30 p.1a.] Brishane moved and seconded
rexolutions in the Domain in
favour of the shipping strike. The Minister
in charge of that Estimate either moved or
seconded—he forgot which—a resolution in
favour of a method which he described as
barbaric.
Hon. W. TForesax
the shipping strike.
My. SWAVYNE: What strikce was it?
Hon. W. Forean SyitH: You do not know
what you are talking about.

Mr. SWAYNE: He most certainly did.
It was very hard to account for that
strike, but they all knew that, so far as
rendering any aid to the Allies during
the war was ccncerned, at that time Aus-
tralia was down and out. There was
trouble in the New South Wales Govern-
ment workshops at Eveleigh because of
introduction of the card system, and,
through somec mysterious sympathy, the
transport unions connected with sea traffic—
the seamen, the watersiders, and, he thought,
the meat workers—came out. Mr. Burke,
the president of the Seamen’s Union, he
thought, and secretary of the Brisbane
branch, was not able to account for the
strike. One of the shortcomings of the Arbi-
tration Court was that it could enforce
awards upon only one side. That was not
just. A court, to entitle itself to respect as
holding the scales of justice evenly between
the parties, should be able to enforce its
awards on them both. The prevalence of
unemployment and the serious position of
some of their big industries, to which he
had referred, could be largely traced to the
inability of the court to enforce its awards
upon one section of the community. He was
in the Assembly when the first movement fo
secure arbitration was made, and he remem
bered the late Mr. Bowman, who had the
respect of both sides, express his pleasure
that such a thing was to be brought inte
vogue, and prophesied that it would bring
about industrial peace. Unfortunately,
under present administration, that prophecy
had signally lacked fulfilment. He could
quote a hundred instances, but he took one

Smrre: That was not
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from the North as recordedsin the October
issue of the “ Australian Sugar Journal 7”——

“ A very serious situation has arisen
at the Mulgrave Mill, owing, in the first
instance. to a dispute with a gang of
canccutters, under contract with a
grower at Freshwater. The award rate
for cutting was 8s. 3d. per ton, and the
gang demanded 12s. 6d. The cane
insnector fixed the rate at 10s. 3d., to
which the farmer consented. The gang
then called in the disputes committee
(a body elected by the union). who recom-
mended 11s. 6d., and the members ceased
work. They were prosecuted, and fined
£3 each.”’

Not for their breaking of the Act, but
simply for breach of contract—

“The farmer’s labourers then cut
and loaded 60 toms, at a ratc working
out at 34s. 2d. per man per day, while
cxpericnced cutters, on the same scale,
would have mads 44s. 6d. When the
canc reached the mill the hands refused
to crush it, and left the mill, and all
work stopped.

“ A ballot was taken on the question,
¢ Ara you in favour of striking for the
reinstatement of No. 15 gang at the
price asked for?” The result was 243
to 11 in favour of striking. Kecble’s
cane wazs declared black, and the rail-
way men were asked not to haul it; bub
thev very rightly declined to obey the
Australian  Workers’ Union. On the
cane arriving in the mill vard Australian

Workers” Union officials  asked the
geaneral  manager  what he  proposed

doing; snd bis reply was that the cane
would be erushed. At a subsequent meet-
ing, a bellet was tzken, and it was
decided by 200 to 3 not to crush this
cane until the original gang—who caused
the troshle—were reinstated, and the
prica demanded by the dispuates’ com-
mittee paid. This, in face of the indus-
trial istrat2’s decirxion fining these
men for breach of contract.

“ (On 28th September, the Arbitration
Court in Brisbane ordercd the industrial
magistrate at Cairns to proceed to Gordon-
vale to bold a compulsory conference with
reforence to the dispute at the Mulgrave
Mill. At this conference, which was
held on 30th September, 221 members of
the Australian Workers’ Union voted
{not by kullot), and decided unanimously
against accepting the suggestion by the
industrial magistrate, to the following
effoct: “ That the gang should be rein-
stated, the matters in dispute to be
determined by the magistrate, provided
the work be resumed forthwith.”

“Tt has been stated that the strike
was undoubtedly engineered by the same
extremists as those at the South John-
stone, with the object of ¢ white-anting’
the Australian  Workers’ Union. It
transpires that the six farmers’ labourers
{of whom four are holders of union
tickets), cut and loaded from the pad-
dock in dispute, after the gang had left,
34 tons of graen cane daily, and ordinary
cutters could easily cut 45 tons. Thus,
at the price offered (10s. 3d.) the earn-
ings would be handsome. Yet the gang
demanded 11s. 6d. burnt, and point-
blank refused to cut green. Those of
the scratch gang who held union tickets
applied for their renewal, and the others
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applied for new tickets, but both requests
were refused.”

Why were they refused tickets? That showed

the Australian Workers” Union’s sympathy

with the strikers

“The crop was inspected independently

by certain of the Mulgrave farmers, who
had besn sceptical concerning the posi-
tion taken up by Xechle, and they
returnod incensed to think that a dispute
could arise over such a good cutting
crop.”’

Those men did nothing wrong. They acted

in compliance with the law. Why should

new tickets be refusad to them?

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr., COLLINS (Bowen): Notwith:tanding
the dark predictions of the hon. member
for Mirani, as” to what the future had in
store for them, he was one of those who
believed that the world would still go round.
Hc was not surprised to hear the remarks
of the hon. membar, who belonged to the
older school of thought in regard to arbitra-
tion.

Mr. Swayxe: I have always stood for arbi-
tration.

Mr. COLLINS: As one of those who
belonged to the newer school of thought and
advocated arbitration in the ploneeritg days,
he (Mr. Collins) was astonished at what had
been accomplished during the last nine years.
Anyone who knew the history of the State
before 1912 knew that, so far as State laws
went, there was then no other method of
sottling industrial disputes than by direct
action, and, notwithstanding what the hon.
membsr for Miram quoted with regard to the
recont str st Mulgrave—swhich he was not
upholding—he wanied to point out that in the
transition from direct action to arbitration
they had accomplished wonders. They be-
longed to a race, the bulk of which—that was,
the organised trade unions in Great Britain—
did not stand for arbitration as they under-
stood it in the Commonwealth. They had
been accustomed for centuries to kick when
they thought they were being wronged, and
the methods adopted in Great Britain, even
at the present time, were direct action
methods.  When one realised those things,
they ought to be well pleased with what had
been accomplished. As one who belonged to
the working class, he knew the weaknesses of
his class, and he also knew their strength;
and, considering that they had thought for
centuries that it was a right thing to strike
instead of resorting to arbitration, and, con-
sidering that they had arbitration in Quesns-
land only since 1912, he repeated that in ths
last few years their progress had been remark-
able. In 1912 the representatives of the
workers endeavoured to amend the Industrial
Peace Bill, which was introduced by the

- Government of that day, but it was not till

1915 that they did amend it as they wishe=d.
He well remembered the words he spoke on
that occasion—that that measure was not the
be-all and end-all of the Labour movement—
and he said the same to-day. More than
likely the Act required amendment, because,
the Labour movement being evolutionayy, h:
believed in change. They lived under chang-
ing conditions, He was not frightened at the
cry against shorter hours, because he knew the
same old cry against them had come down
the centuries. He remembered that, when
they had a twelve-hour day and sought to
bring about a ten-hour day, they were told

Mr. Collins. |
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that Great Britain would be ruined as a
great manufacturing country by the change.
He remembered that they were told the same
thing when they wanted an eight-hour day.
‘What was the use of the brain which man
possessed and which he was devoting to inven-
tions and improved machinery, if ther weve
not to be used for the bencfit of the mass of
the pcople? He took it that the judges in
the Arbitration Courts took all that into
consideration when considering claims for
shorter hours. He was pleased to think they
had taken that into consideration. He had
always stood for discipline. He realised,
when hon. members, including himself, lost
their temper from time to time, that man
was still man; therefore, from time to time,
they found that some of the organised
workers refused to abide by arbitration, or, in
other words, resorted to direct action, be-
cause man was still man, and because they
had been accustomed to a system of direct
action for genecrations past. Ho had been
trying to discover whether hon. members
ophosite believed in arbitration. The hon.
member for Mirani was the-first member of
the so-called Country party to declare that
one of the planks of their platform wus arbi-
tration. It was hard to know what tha
Vationalist wing of the Opposition believed
in. The hon. member for Oxley, in dealing
with the question, had made what appeared
to him (Mr. Collins) a *“ yes-no ” speech. The
Labour party stood for arbitration. They had
to deal with things as ther were, and with
mankind as it was. Thev had to realise that
there was going to be a gradual growth, just

the same as they looked forward to the time -

when they would be able to abolish war. If
some nafions combined together to arbitrats
upon international affairs, they would still
find some nation wanting to break through
that proposal. The Labour party used to
say that the method of settling industrial dis-
putes by direct action or strikes was a brutal
method.  They still said so: but all the
blame was not on the side of the workers.
They would be safe in saying that in ninety
cases oub of a hundred, if not more, tho
workers wers right. It was owing to the
obstinacy of the employing class and the
tyranny exercised from time to time by
men who supervised the work of the emplov-
ing class that ther had these outbursts and
men.ceased work on the spur of the moment.
He did not know if there was any real remedy
for that, as man was still man. They had
to ask thomselves, what would be the posi-
tion in Quecnsland or the Comrnonwealth if
they had no Arbitration Courts? They could
ses what was going on in the other countries
of the world where there were no Arbitration
Courts. He would quote from ‘ Stead’s
,Review ”_ of 27th September last, dealing
with a dispute . which took place in West
Virginia, in the United States of America,
and which was not settled by a strike, but by
force. The article stated—

“Bince hostilities began 200
have been reported killed.”

Thev did not want to sec that kind of thing
in Queensland or in the Commonwealth,
Although the Arbitration Court might not
be perfect, they wanted to try and make it
more perfect than it was at the present time,
and, as with every other question, they could
only advance step by step. He was just as
militant a unionist and just as militant poli-
tically as any hon. member. They wanted to
keep going forward, and not backward. He

[Mr. Collins.
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would quote an extract from an article in
“ Stead’s Review,” called the ¢ Miners’ War
in West Virginia.” to show that a similar
set of circumstances might have cxisted in
Quecensland if they had not had trade unions
and an Arbitration Court. The article
stated

“ Justice i1s administered by the coal

companies.  Constitutional vrights are
interpreted by the coal companies. Food

and clothing ave sold (though not cxclu-
ively) in company stores. Tho miners
worship in a campany church; arc
preached at by a company pastor; play
peol in a company Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association; gain education in a
compuny school; recaive treatment from
a company doctor and hospital; died
on company land. Irom the cradle to
the grave they draw breath Ly grace
of the sometimes alwentee coalowner, one
of whose visible representatives is the
deputy sheriff, a public official in the pay
of the ccalowner.”
In years gone by they had no method of
sottiing disputes except resorting to direct
action, because they had no  Arbitration
Courts. If they could not settle their indus-
trial disputes by means of conciliztion and
arbitration, then there was no hope of
settling their international disputes hy a
Court of Arbitration. Ther had, first of &ll,

io spread the doctrine of arbitration. In his
opinion, arbitration represcnted a  uiore
highly developed man or a more highly
civilisnd mazn. Thev all knew the brutal
maihods of direct action. The hon. member
for Mirani had spcken about the wealth

preduction of this State. A few days ago he
(Mr. Collins) went to the Governmant Statis-
tician to get the total wealth produetion for
Queensland for the past year. It was
£2.000,600 greater than in the precading
vet ther had the continual ery that,
ng to shorter hours, and because men
wore going slow, the wealth prodnetion had
fallen off, which was not true. The same
argument was used when an effort was made
to reduesr the hours from twelve to ten per
day, and then from ten to eight. The ery was

izod that production would decrcase and
the countries which adopted :horter
hours were going to be ruined. Production
had inereased enormously.

Mr. 2Toomre: Production has decreased, but
priccs have incrcased.

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members had said
thet there was a slump in pricos last year;
and, if that weve so, how could there be a
decrease  in production ?  Considering  the
increase he had quoted, he had no doubt
that production would continue to increase.
Jle was not a pessimist who had no faith in
Q::censland or the Commonwealth. The Arbi-
tration Court was not perfect, but it had done
good work., Imperfect man could not make
perfret laws. Neither could they get perfect
decisions from Arbitraticn Courts. On one
ceeasion he had said that he would much
prefer to see reprosentatives of the working
classes appointed to the position of judges of
the Arbitration Court if the workers were
to get justice. There were reasons for criti-
cising the judges of the court, brcause they
had ot got the wide experience that some of
the workers hsd who had gone through the
mill, and knew the hard struggle it was to
live. But he kept the ideal hefore him,
helieving thev were mounting higher and
higher, and that they would reach the ideal
in the near future. He believed something
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like Tennyson said in his “ Locksley Hall—
Sixty Years After ’—
“ When the schemes and all the systems,
Kingdoms and Republics fall,
Something kindlier, higher. holier—al
for each and each for all?
All the full-brain, half-brain races, led
by Justice, Love, and Truth;
All the millions one at length with all
the visions of my yeuth?
All diseases quenc N’d by Science; no
man halt, or deaf or biind:
ermrrm ever bora of nmku, lustier

bedy, lerger mind? >
GoverNMENT MeEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. HARTLEY (#ézroy): Far from
defapming or condemning the Arbitration

Court or the stemn which obtuined fo-sday,
he thought they had rea tno bo thankiul
that progress had been so smooth and that
they had gone as far as they had, consider-
ing that th ere had only been five years in
which a genuine attempt was made at arbi-
tration in relation to ﬁ*cmgr wages and con-
ditiong botween the workers and the cm-
ployers. Every unbiassed person would admit
that a gesat deal had been accomplished ;
but to messure how much had been accom-
plished 16 wes necessary to go back over th:
vears to account for the of
in the minds of the workers w hen the
bitration Act was first brought into op
[$t When the Goverament took office a
war was on, but above and bovond all was
an industrial war that had zone on for the

last fifty years in Queensland boiwesn the
employee and the emplorer, “hes were
with implaca 71( and ineradicable
aizion in the mind of the weorl in rela-
£on to his cmployer, whom i ver
l'ﬁ( ult to meet in any shape or forim. ‘lw

emplores had been uscd bo thinking
was confirmed in that opinion by the at
of employers and Gov ) cuts In hmn past
—thst on all oceasions when the emplojer
backed by the State or an asssciation of

empl 5, could defeat him, or fonl bim, ox
betroy hini, that he would do so. In 80 per

cent. of the ca the employee was right
in coming to that conclusion. and thgt was
why arbitration had had such a rough tuﬁl
during the last five years under the preseng
Governme:n They had to overcome that
sicion in the minds of tha Wworkers against
3o emplovers and against legislation dealing
with employment and the fixation of wiges
before ther would give the systom of a

A

tion a trial. The old Liberal Govarnment
had passed the Wages Boards Act. That
was a gfom‘ Act. and it gave the worker come

tha means of

degree of justice, and was
'ld]ustln:{ indu=fyial cowwenlications and pre-
venting indusirial disputes; but the minuin
that Act began to sHow by ite operations an
increas¢ in wages to the Woﬂrm% in any gro at
degree or a bettermsut 1n thelr condi ‘fions it
wus cast aside.

Ths SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
2iinisterial interference too.

Mr. HBARTLEY: There was direct inter-
ferepecc by the Minister, causing awards
already given by a board to bo “annulled.
Thc hon. member for Bulimba, who was then
in charge of the depaxtment took action to
annul an award, in spite of the law of the
Stote. That confirmed the workers in their
opinion that nothing could be obtained from
the masters except what they could extort
by direct action or by strilces. That belief
was still entertained by the workers, and

There was
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was justified by their experience of the
employers. He hoped better relations
would come about between employers and

employees; but, while speeches like that of
the hon. member for Mirani were

[6 p.m.] delivered, they could only expect
sntagonism ou the part of the

workers.  The hon. member for Mirant

deslt with the maritime strike, during which
the (;mmnmo*‘r attempted to bLmvr in the
Requisition of Ships Bill. Neo Arbitration
Court could have got over thau difficulty. It
was the direct system of penalizing unlonists

in the Southern States which led to the dls—

-

p The New South Wales Governmen
deliberately lacked up the nmp.ng comni-
pusies, g0 as to prevent ships belvg sent to
Cueensland ports at a time Wlwn 5 hmxt W
wrgently required. lih the
b nher for Mirani m > regret-
0 alio were the statervonts made by

tuh

the hon. member for Oxley with regard to

the Ddiount %organ lockout. The. hon, wem-

ker said thet he resommended more produc-

ion.  What would be the good of his (Mr.

Hartler) to the Meunt Moergan miners
re his province to do so—and

—even if 1t
saying, ‘I advise you to go back and work
in"the mine, becanse the onlv solution of the
trouble is fur vou to get out 2 tons of copper
instead of 17?7  The miners would say,
f‘\khat is the good of that? The copper
is in dMount JMorgan to-day bec ause fne price
representad by our labour, and the extra
amount which the company roqmr and
which they term profit. cannot be got. What
s the use of talking about more production,
when half of wi is produced cannot Le
marketed at the price required for labour,
profit, and other expenses?”’

There was another reason why hon. mem-
bers went astray in reviewing the N)“raflgns
of the Arbitration Court. They losi sl of

the fact that there were thres parties in every

lispute, and that the main party in many
ceses was not the (“np?o;ce. The gencral
public, nize times out of ten, su roit
it a dispute was long continued, The Arbitra-
tion Court was not only  est to
nd]udk te between employers and employcus,
Lut also to corsider the welfere of the com-

mumtv Vo v often, ‘rhc o uart we

18 unablc to

v np}@ e 5,
inter(
Court
who
re

ba causa it woul d
t« of the community. The Arls ha 10,.
wis often condemned by mu
expected arbitration to bri d
volution in the life of *the citizens of th
tes but that was not the function of the
Arbitration Court. The court was merely an
instrument for adjusting and fixing the rate
of w ages as between employer and cn'plove
and alio the conditions of labour. After all
the recal desire of the workers was not
a high wage, but a wage which would enable
them to have a certain amount of leisure te
mjov the go’)d things of life, and not always
to be mere draught animals in the scheme of
industry. They could not expect the Arbitra-
tien Court to fix that. It did not maticr
how much the wages were increazed; there
were other matters not under the jurindiction

the court which causced discontent to the
worker in his daily sphere. Until thay could
eliminate the bad conditions that uow cxisted
they could not cxpect any great degree of
stability in the various in trlc: That was
not only his opinion; he was reinforced by
writers in various parts of tho world.

HMr. Hartley.]
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At 510 p.m.,

Mr. Moore (Aubigny) called attention to
o state of the Committee.
Quorum formed.

Mr. HARTLEY: He would quote an
extract from a work by Mr. H. . Wells,
entitled, “ An Hnglishman Iocoks at the
World.” Deualing with the labour unvest, the
author said—

“ Our country is, I think, in a dan-
gerous state of social disturbance. The
discontent of the labouring mass of the
community is deep aud increasing. it
may be that we are in tho opening phase

and irreparable cluss war.”
wen, he went on to speak of the workman,
his cpndition, and character—

T he wmkman of the new gencration
is full of disbrust, the most demoralising
of social influences. He is like a >,L11(,1
who believes no longer either in the good
faith of seamanship of his captain, and,
between desperation and contemipt, con-
iplates vaguely but  persistently the
ssumption of control by a collestive fore-
castle.  He is like a private soldier
obsessed with the idea that nothing can
save the situation but the death of en
incompetent officer. ilis distrust is so
profound that he ceases not only to
believe in th& ruplug(\r but he ceases
ceases to believe in
ament, as a mcans to that tolerable

life he desires; and he falls back steadily
upon his last resource of a strike, and—
if by repressive tactics we make 1t ro—
a criminal strike. The central fact of all
this present frouble is that distrust.
There is only one way in which our pre-
sent drift towards mv')lmio11 or revolu-
tionary disorder can be arresied, and that
is by restoring the cor 1ﬁd, r2 of these
alienated millions, who visibly new arxe
changing from loya ty to the {'s , frow
a gimple patriotism, from habitusl indus-
try, to the more aud iore Toctive
expression of a deepening reseniment,”

The CHATIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hion. mesber will connect the quotation he is
making with the vote under consideration.

Mr. HARTLEY : He was going to connect
it  The writer was dealing with the question
o‘ the organisation and control of labour, and
he was suggesting a remedy for the couditions
which ob'a‘nad He ss

“This is a psychological question, a
matter of mental states. Feats of legal
subtlety are inopportune, arithmetical
cxploits s«till more so. To emerge with
the sum of 4s. 65d. as a minimum, by
calculating on the basis of the mine’s pre-
sent carnings, from a conference which
the miners and everybody else imagined
was to give a minimum of 5s., may be
clever, but it is certainly not poh‘mc in
the pwsent state of Labour feeling.’

That was an authority in the old country,
who was condemning the practices of many
of the arbitrationists to-day; condemning the
arithmetical stunts of the hon. member for
Port Curtis, who, because certain costs and
returns did not give a proportionate profit to
the BMount Morgan Company, said that the
workmen should accept a reduction of wages

Mrd Wells, dealing with a sxmllar que«mon
sal

“The real task before a governing
class that means to go on governing is

[3r. Hartley.
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w0t just at present to get the better of
an argument or the bost of a bargain—--""

Hon members oppos thought that that
was the numt in an albltlaﬁon case—to get
the be of the argument by book or crook-—

“but to lay hold of the imaginations of
this drifting, sullen and suzpicious multi-
tude, which is the wo srking bedy of the
country. What we prosperous people,
who have nearly all the good things o
lifo and most of the opportunity, have to
do now is to Justify curselves. We have
to show that we are indeed res ‘mmmi
and \01‘&'1Leable willing to give oursclves,
and to give ourselves frcaewualy for
what we have and what we have had.
We have to meect the challenge of this
istrust.”
He said, later on-—

“ Half the money that goes out of
England to Switzerland and the Riviera
(‘ught to go to the extremely amusing
husiness of clearing up ugly corners and
Dnﬂchng jolly and convenient \’soﬂunen s
cottapes—even if we do it at a loss.”

There was an  authority on the working
man’s position, who was not a working man
himself, but was ouc of the 1m~u1 ed class,
pointing cut onc «{ the bad effects in our
system to day which was militating against
the sucsessful ation of the system of
arbitration. I 5 no wuse blaming the
Arbitration Court for half the 1ills the
workers had to put up with at the present
time. The eause lay deeper, and was to be
found in the system under which men had
suined by various means—some reputable,
some disveputable—control of a vast amount
of money and property, and scemed to think
that all that wes raguired of them was to
use it for their own aggrandisement and
(njovnmnt kaving no regard for the welfare
of the worker. Thne worker, not only thmuoh
the  Arbitration Court, but throwgh hiis
unions and his Govemmeut, was demanding
new the right to live, as regarded employ-
ment, leisure, culture, and all that made
life worth livi 1‘1g on an equality with any other
man, whether he was born a duke or the
heir t5 millions. He was perfectly right
in doing that. If arbitration were to be
sucressful, If had to be approached by men -
with an unbiassed mind, both sides intend-

’zm to do what was falr and accepting the
declsicn of the judge when their opinions

were in conflict. If they thought to get
beiter of the other side by a specles of
arblirstion sharper tricks, the result could
1ot be lasting. Only when the decision was
given on sound grounds and in good faith
would industry run along smoothly and good

03

relations exist  between employer “and
employce.
Hon, W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackey):

During the course of the debate something
had buen said in conncction with the impor-
tant matter of apprenticeship. The state-
ment had been made by some hon. members
opposite that the operation: of the Arbitra-
tion Court were hindering boys from becom-
ing apprentices, thereby causing a dearth of
skilled workmen within the State. That was
a very important matter to everyone who
desired the future development of Qucens-
land and Australia. He stood for the prin-
ciple of teaching the boys of the State every
trade and calhnrr imaginable, in order to
provide their own skilled ariisans and make
in their State articles which in many cases
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were now being imported from elsewhere.
Anythlng to improve the education of the
give them facilities for learning
trades and becoming highly skilled in those
trades—should be encouraged. The Arbitra-
tion Court had done much to encourage that
pomt of view. As a matter of fact, the
Clentral Apprenticeship Committee had been
formed by the Arbitration Court. The chair-
man was Mr. Morris, Director of Technical
Instruction, and Mr. Wearne, Principal of
the Central Technical College, was chairman
of committens, That committec consisted
of two representatives of the Trades Hall

Council and two representatives of the
employers.  Again, there wera group com-
mittess representative of each trade in the

same proportion. It was the duty of the
apprenticeship committee to see that the
work of the Technical College was in har-
mony with the needs and requirements of the
various trades. They encouraged the boys
to go to the college. Those boys were then
rexistered in the trade to which they desired
toc be apprenticed. The committee zuper-
vised their studies end had them apprentice‘d
in a proper manner to cmployers in whatever
trade or calling they sclected, The principle
was being encouraged by the Department of
Public Instruction, and representatives of
the employers and ‘the unions generally were
giving it their cordial support and assist-
ance. Much improverment had been effeeted,
snd it would extend its benefits in the future.
It kad been a distinct success in the metro-
politan arca, and it was hoped that the
syotewnr would be extended to the various por-
tions of the State before very long. More
had becn done in Qucensland than in any
cther State in the Commonwealth. A good
deal remained to bw done, but the committee
had the matter well in hand.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): He did not think
any fair-minded man would say that he was
rot in favour of arbitration. The difficulty
with which they were faced at present was
to make as effective and useful as possible
the arbitration which existed in Australia
to-day. The hon. member for Bowen thought
amendments might be made’ which would
improve the prment Act. Evervone admitted
that amendment of the Act was necessary,
and could be made. The matter was a very
dlfhcut one to deal with in the way in
which they would like to see it dealt with.
An industry might not be in a flourishing
condition, and mlght not be able to pay the
rate of wage laid down by the Arbitration
Coart. '\Yomlthqtandlr"r the fact that the
produce of any particular industry had such
a low value that it could not pay the award
rate of wages, they were faced with the fact
that the individuals engaged in that calling
or industry required the same standard of
comfort as those employed in any other
industry. The «ifficulty wax to adjust the
differenca in tho wage. It would probablr
be somewhat unwieldy to take inte considera-
tion subsidiary interests or businesses which
were dla“mg certain supplies from those
industries which were not paying concerns,
and find out if they were in a position to
contribute something in order that the wage
standard should be maintained in the indus-
try which was not paying its way. Somec
industries could not stand the same rate of
wages as others,

At 5.27 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Cooper (Bremer),
pancl of Temporary Chairmen,
Chairman in the chair.

one of the
relieved the
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Mr. TAYLOR: He Dbelieved that since
arbitration had been introduced into Aus-
tralia an honest attempt had been made to
deal with the situation. As some hon., mem-
bers had said, the sy:tem was practically in
its infancy, and neither the employer nor
the employee had yet been educated up to
a recognition of its value and utility. Quite
a lot of spade work probably would have
to be done before both sides understood
thoroughly what arbitration meant te them.
The judges had to decide the cases on the
evidence submitted to them. He thought
it would be a long time before the Arbitra-
tion Court, presided over by a judge, would
be done away with. There was not in the
commuhity a more competent man to deal
with arbitration cases ﬂmn an unbiassed
judge, because he weighed carefully all the
evidence, and on that evidence made his
award. Th(w did not always agree with the
awards, just as in the Supreme Cou1t they did
not always agree with what the judges did;
bu:, taking it by and large, the A1b1trat10n
Court ]udge~ did not mahe very many mis-
takes. The court dealt with the question of
hours and wages. How could any man claim
that the same wage which wa: fixed for a
man who had a wife and three children
should be pald to an unmarried man or
vouth? Could they honestly say that that
wras arbitration as they would like to see it?
A man who had a wife and three children
was a greater benefit to the community than
an unmarried man who had not taken on the
chbligations of citizenship. In the Arbiiration
Court the priuciple cbtained of awarding to
the unmarricd man the same wage as was
awarded to the married man. The judge
could not do anything else; but the basis of
paymeni for a married man with a wife and
three childr:n should be altogether different
from that in respect of an unmarvied man, a
youth, or a girl. That was where he thought

their Arbitration Court was caus-

[6.20 p.m.] ing a lot of unemployment.

When he spoke in that strain last
vear and sa‘d that the awards were creating
a considerable amount of unomplovmcnt, the
Home becwtmy mtex](‘cted ‘Yes, more
than pecople think,” or words to that offect.

Hon. W. Forean Sayira: Unless you pro-
vide a fund to which employers pay, and
subsidise the workers with children, you
would give preference of emplovment to
single men as against married, because they
would be getting lower wages.

Mr. TAYLOR : Something would have to
be done to prevent that happening. They
would probably have to limit the number of
single men employed. The present basis of
wages was unfair, but it was a difficult
question to solve,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The only solution is to pay married men
comething extra out of the consolidated
revenue.

Mr. TAYLOR: That might be a solution.
The question bristled with difficulties, and
one of the troubles from which arbitration
was suffering was the difficulty of knowing
how honestly and fairly to deal with such
employees and not hamper and strangle
industry at the same time.

The Houe SEceeraRy: Do you think in-
dustry would stand a scheme of that kind?

Mr. TAYLOR: He doubted if it would.
The Houme SropeTary: I have seen it tried
with disastrous results.

Mr. Taylor.]
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Mr, TAYLOR: They stood up and said
certain things and then reckoned that they
had solved the problem, but in practice they
often found themselves up against a stone
wall and that they had created a greater evil
than the one they were seeking to remedy.

The Howg SicreTary: The human equa-
tion comes into it.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, as the hon. member
for Bowen said a little while ago. It came
very largely and very often into all such
matters. ~ There might have been—he did
not say there had been—a time in the history
of industrialism in Australia when there
was a necessity for plefelence to unionists.
But preference: to unionists simply meant
nothing more or less than preference to poli-
tical organisations.

Mr. StoprorD: It has turned out to have
a totally different effect.

Mr. TAYLOR: That was his honest
opinion.  Only thdt week an application had
been made to have preference to unionists
in one trade set aside, and in evidence before
Judge Macnaughton it was stated that men
could not get admission to the union. Surely
that was unfair.

Mr. StoprorD: Was that a casual in-
dustry ?

Mr. TAYLOR: No—the Storemen and
Packers’ Union. Judge Macnaughton had

not given his award, but he suggested to the
emploring claws that after men had been
in their employ a fortnight it should be
(ompulsory for them to join the union. In
regard to unemployment one trouble was
that a man who might be a member of one
union obtained the offer of a job in some
other calling but could not take it unless
he joined the other union, which probably
would not accept him on its books. All
such things operated to make arbitration
difficult for the judges, the employers, and
the employees.

Mr. Srorrorp: That is an argument in
favour of the One Big Union.

Mr. TAYLOR : He did not believe in the
One Big Union. It would be one big
tyranny, and one big calamity. The ques-
tion of high or low wages in Australia had
gone for ever. They were faced with a high
cost of living and high wages, and the diffi-
culty was to bring the two close together
so that industry would continue to prosper
and the employees receive a fair rate of
wages. IHe had given a fair amount of
thought to arbitration, and had tried to see
a way out of the difficulties that existed, but
he confessed he had been unable to solve
the problem. However, he believed that by
continually trying thev would probably ulti-
timately attaln something of benefit to the
whole community. He did not look upon
discontent as a calamity, A man who was
satisfied with his lot, or a nation that was
content with its pOblthn was in a decadent
state, and the man who was not always satis-
fied with his rate of wages should not be
vegarded as being an unmixed evil in the
community, beuause, if they were never striv-
ing for somecthing better, there would be no
progress at all,

Mer. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth):
Most of them realised that they must have
some means of bringing about a proper state
of affairs between employer and employee,
and they had to recognise that they must
conserve the industries in which country
people were engaged. The Avbitration Court

[Mr. Taylor.
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made an award in the butter and cheese
making industry in June, 1920, which was
retrospeetive for seven or elght weeks and
gave cheesemakers £4 12s. a weck for not
inore than forty-eight hours a week, or more

than nine hours in any one day. An award
was made in April, 1921, by which cheese-
makers were paid £5 a week. When the

award was made in April last suppliers were
sotting anything from 10d. to 11d. per gallon
for milk, and checse was being sold af any-
hlng from 1s. 14d. to 1s. 2d. per Ib. To-day
suppliers were 'TLt ting from 4jid. to 6d. a
#allon and cheese was being sold in the
hopa at from 7d. to 8d. per b, 1o would
like to kunow whether hon. mombel; on the
cther side had excrcised their minds on the
reduction of the wages of the primary pro-
ducers involved in those figures—and, after
all, the money which a man received for his
milk or cream was as much his wage as the
pavmoent to a cheecsemaker or a casual hand
about a fastory. The Home Secretary stated
that the positicn was largely due to readjust-
ment after the war. Nobody could say that
the primary producers were doing other than
trying to adjust their business so as to carry
cn sueesssfully and bring p;osnonty to he
“tate; but, when the aw avd said that they
must pay a cheesemaker £5 per wesk whether
were gotting 3d. or 8d. a lb. for their
¢, one conld not but appreciete the fact
at the present time the checse-making
stry was in a parlous condition. Thexr
culd certainly hsve some means whereby
v could get the court to make an zward
deprndent on the cost of production from
period to period. 8o far as he understs
the position, the cheese and butier ma
turers would have to appeal to the court for
a reduction in wages, and he supposed thes
it would be said that the primary producers
and the Country party were out =t all times
to lower wages. He said distinctly that they
were not, but he said distinctly also that 1%
wias the duty of an award to fix a wage at
which they could afford to produce and which
would give them a small margin of profit.
Nor had any of their other expecnses been
reduced in any thape or form, as would be
scen from the following comparison :—

Pricrs.
Goods. | e
| Juce, 1920 | June, 1921.
£ s d. £ s d.
Large Cheese Cases, each 0 4 2 0 4 5
Large Cheese Bandage, ¢ 1 4 0 1 5
per yard
Large Cheese Caps, per 4 00 310 0
ﬂa]"n *“ Mermaid,”” per toh 8 7 0 812 6
Remnet ... . ... | 40s. to 50s. 40s. to
52s, 6.

At 540 p.m.,
The CuareMaN resumed the chair.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They were quite
within their rights in saying that the award
had cast upon the shoulders of the producers
an enormous burden. It should be recognised
that, although during the war period a cer-
tain rate of wages was paid, to-day ther
were getting lower prices for their meat and
butter and cheese and all other primary pro-
ducts than they were during the years 1915
to 1919, and yet they werc paying distinctly
higher wages all round. PPeople interested in
cheese-manufacturing companies were faced
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with the fact that they had to pay from
cight to nine houla a week overtime, no
matter how anxious they were to avoid it.
The factories had to manufacture their
cheese on Sunday as well as on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, ¥ri-
dav, and Saturday, and they could not
prevent the payment of overtime, with the
result that in sorme of the cheese factories
a boy, who would be the son of a farmer
upplring that particular factory, would be
earning from £22 to £24 per month in wages,
whilst his father and mother and the rest
of the family, who were working on the dairy
farm miiking the cows, would be drawing
from £20 to £22 per month. TUnder those

conditions, was it possible to keep people
home on the farms? Primary pmduc’rion
was the foundation upon which their pro
perity was built.

Hon. W. Forcay SwirE: No omne is
denying that.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: A boy of nihe-

teen or twenty years of age would be earning
from £22 to £24 per month, which would be
more than his father and mother would earn
from the dairy farm; and under those con-
ditions it was absolutely impossible to oxpect
men to go on the land, and it was not
possible to ask men in g!l good faith to take
up dairying or the cultivation of land as a
1inmf Cox‘s“quertl* thev would have to
remode] their Arbitration Court system. The
Dlinister had made mention of apprentices,
In 1915 the Toowocomba TFoundry Company
were very keen upon the question of con-
structing motor works and agricultural imple-
ment works, but in 1916 and 1917 the awards
that were made were so impossible from
their point of view that they dil not carry
out theu determination to start those works,
and in 1917 they wiped out all idea of con-
strucking agricultural machinery. The Too-
woomba, hound)y Compam had stated that
in the ironworkers’ award the court limited
the number of young people who might learn
a trade and prohibited people over twenty-
one vears of aze from acquiring skill in a
* trade. e believed that that statement was
absclutely ccrreet. It was the same in all
indwstries. It did not matter whether a
young fellow swas efficient or otherwise, when
he reached the age of twenty-one years he
had to be paid a certain minimum wage.
It did not matter whether he was a trades-
man; so long as he said he knew a little
bit of plumbing or carpentering and was
twenty-one years of age, he had to be paid
a certain standard wage. Under the present
srsbem fhey were abolishing all possible
chance of bringing about a state of efficiency.
He agreed with the Minister that efficicncy
was essential. They would be unable to get
that efficiency if they were going to prevent
a man of twenty-five or thirty years of age
who so desired from becoming a plumber or
a carpenter or taking up #ome other trade
at that age. It was an unreasonable thing
to say that a man should be paid a certain
wage because he had reached a certain age.
The samo thing applied in other ca]lmws
owing to the impossible conditions laid down
by the arbitration awards. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen had stated that production
was on the increase throughout Australia.
He would say emphatically that that wwas not
so. In the “Year Book” for New South
Wales it was laid down that the total value
of production in New South Wales in 1911
was £66,483,000, and in the year 18919-1920
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it was £54,602,000. In 1911 New South
Wales was producing to the value of £39

18s. 10d. per head, and in 1919-1920 only
£27 Tz 2d. per head, or a difference of
£12 11s. 8d per head. 'That did not spell

prosperity. Ile was quite in accord with the
desirc of hon. members that a scheme should
be evolved whereby they could bring about
good fecling between the employer and the
emmployee.  Production had also decreased in
Queensland, If they were going to continue
to carry out the Arbitration Court awards,
the Minister should give the matter considera-
tion. The hoi. gentleman had apparently
given it a certain amount of consideration,
but he had no one to ask for expert advice

in gard to these matters, He did not
believ: that the Minister imagined that he
know all thers was to be known in regard

to the question of Arbitration Courts. To-day
the butter, cheese, and other industries were
in a parlous condition, but he (Mr. Roberts)
quite realised that they had to work out
their own salvation, and they were trying
iz the best powsible way to work out that
sslvation; but, when they founu that the
Albltmtum Foxut awards applying to their
cailings were imposing upon them an almost
uﬂpO\»lnIe burden, they eonid not heip bur
adinit that they had got a right to sav that
the A’blflaUOl Court systemn had to bo
amended In some shape or form., He would
make a zuggestion to the Miinister, though,
perhaps, the hon. gentleman would say it
was net ccopomical. Personally, he did not
think it would be anything‘ clse but economy
if ther spent snother £10,000 or £12,000 if
they could bring about a state of affairs that
would prevent disputes, which not only cos
the workers hundreds of thousands of pounds
but also cost the producers hundreds of
thousands of pounds. It was impossible for
on¢ man to sit on a bench and arrvive at a
conclusion that was going to gne satisfaction
to both sections of the community so far as
the primary producers were concerned. It
was abiolutely impossible for an Arbitration
(,omt Judge to sit and take evidence and
> a fafr and just judgment on the
v Je‘nco adduced  Contrary cvidence was
given by witnesses, and it was a most diffi-
cult thing unless the judge was au fait with
all the V\'Ol]\ll]‘*S of the particular industry
for him to give a fair and just judgment.
He would suggest to the Minister that three
experts—men eminently able to give advice
and to ast as an advisory board—should be
appointed to collect evidence, and that sub-
divisicnal advisory committees should be
created to colleet evidence in regard to any
matter that was going before the Arbitration
Court. The Government could pay the men
200 guineas, the same as they had paid the
Commission who had carried out the work
of the redistribution of electorates. Those
subdivisional committees could deal with the
cheese industryv, the dairving industry, the
pastoral industry, the goldmmmg. or coal-
mining, or any other-industry. The men to
be appointed could be au fait with the work-
ing of the particular industry they were
called upon to make investigation into, and
when they got the facts and figures togethm
they could then transfer that information to
the” advisorv board of three experts, who
would go fully into the matter and place
their conclusions before the Arbitration Court
judge, and upon that evidence the judge
could give his decision.

Mr. Dasu: The Act makes provision for

that now.
Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Tt had never
been done.  Unemployment to a very great
extent was due to the fact of the impossible
conditions placed upon the different indus-

tries by the Arbitration Court awards. The
hon. member who had just interjected
thought he knew a good deal about the

pastoral jndustry. He would like to know
from the hon. member how many young men
were turned away from the different stations
when they reached the age of twenty-one
yvears because the stations could not pay the
Arbitration Court awards, Those men were
drifting about the country loocking for work
just at the very age when they would be
made either men or wasters, When a young
fellow left school and found himself unem-
ployed when he was nincteen, twenty, or
twentv-one years of age and found that it
was difficult for him to get into harness and
work he becams, more or less, a man who
did not like work, and became, more or less,
a menace to the Staie. He hoped the Minis-
ter would realise that there was going to be
a very serious time ahcad with regard to the
Arbitration Conrt.

The next difficulty was in regard to the
wages to be paid to butter »nnd cheese fac-
tory employes:. That would be a question
that was giving concern to the verv boest
brains they had in the State. It was all very
fine to lay down the dictum that, unless an
industry eould pay a living wage for a man.
wife. and three chidren, it should go out of
exiztence. That wage applied also to the
single man who had no responsibilities, and
that had to be very considerably altered.
To-day the pecple whose wages were being
con“iderably reduced were the producers of
foodstuffs. Ie hoped that, when an appli-
cation was made to the court for a reduction
in wages in some of the industries in whirh
primary producers were engaged, those in-
dustrics would receive due consideration fromn
the Arbitration Court, and the communiry
as a whole. Some peopls believed in arbi-
tration while others said, “Let us wipe it
out altogether’”; others, again, said, “We
desire tc revert to the wages board system
or to have some other system whereby we
can protect the workers.” Ile appealed to
the Government, whilst they were protecting
the workers, to include in the category of
workers the primary producer. and to see
that he received the consideration to which
be was entitled.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): The hoxn.
member for Pittsworth had said that, as a
result of industrial awards, the butter and

cheese industries were in a par-

[7 p.m.] lous condition. That was a very
] unfair statement to make. Dur-
ing the last few years the farmers had been
doing exccedingly well. FHe was going to
give quotations from newspapers with regard
to the balance-shests of co-operative com-
panies, which would show how fair the Go-
vernment were to the farmers. They had
guaranteed the farmers 8s. per bushel for
their wheat; yet they were told that, through
the operation of Arbitration Ceurt awards,
farmers were not doing well, and that the
butter and cheese farmers were in a parlous
condition. He would first refer to the Downs
Butter Factory. The * Daily Mail ”’ of Ist
instant had the following reporf:—

“ Toowoomba, Friday.—The sixteenth
annual general meeting of the Downs Co-
operative Dairy Company, Limited, was
held in the Masonic Hall this morning,

[Mr. J. H. C. Boberts.
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The business of the meeting was to
receive the directors’ and auditors’ re-
ports and statement of accounts for the
year ended 30th June, 1921, to elect three
directors in lieu of Messrs. Harris, Mor-
wood, and Russcll; and to elect auditors.

“ The chairman expressed pleasure at
secing the large, influential, and represen-
tative gathering. It spoke well for the
importance of the Downs Co-operative
Dairy Company, Limited. He stressed
the fact that the present year was a
record for the year—as the auditors’ re-
port would show. The turnover had more
than doubled during the past year. He
congratulated the members and share-
holders on the splendid season just
experienced,  Continuing, the chairman
recalled the early days of the company
and the old pioncers who, sixtesn years
ago, helped to bring the company into
being, and he regretted that many wore
not present that day. Every shareholder
should be preud of the magnificont
business which they had built up, and of
the business done during the past season.
He hoped it would continue, but he
thought prices would fall. On account of
the fall in London prices and the discon-
tinuance of the butter pool, he thought
they would have to accept lower prices
for primary produce.

¢ The annual report stated—Consequent
on the goocd season in the latter part of
the period under review, and the high
prices obtained for your produce, the
result both from a production and mone-
tary point of view is a record. The total
turnover for the year was £797,069 19s.
9d., of which amount the store is respon-
sible for £106,212 8s. 1d. The total quan-
tity manufactured at each factory was—
Butter—Toowoomba 2,002,715 Ib., Miles
510,732 1b., Clifton 408,382 1b., Dalby
1,872,044 1b., Crow’s Nest 864,616 1b, total,
5,658,489 1b., or 2,526 tons 2 cwt. 25 lb.,
being an incrcasc over that of last year
of 1,482 tons 8 cwt. 23 Ib. Cheese—Ilodg-
son’s Vale 180,926 tb.,, Westbrook 261,790.
1b., Koondai 201,620 1b., Jondaryan 181,291
Ib., Gowrie Junction 283,510 1b.; total,
1,109,137 1b., or 495 tons 3 cwt. 1 1b., the
increase being 274 tons 18 cwt. 3 qr. 13 1b.
Payments to suppliers in 1920 were
£170,186 14s, 2d. (butter), £18,613 9s. 5d.
(cheese); and in 1921 £517,644 17s, 3d.
(butter), £18,941 0z 1d. (cheese).”

My. BEBBINGTON :
show ?

Mr. BRENNAN: Ie was going to show
that, as a result of industrial awards, the
butter and cheese industries were not suffer-
ing. They were more prosperous under a
Labour Government than they ever had been
before. They were giving the farmers the
opportunity of having their own co-operative
coreerns and being their own masters. By
reason of the legislation which this Govern-
ment had passed, they were doing much
better, than they had ever done before.

Mr. BeeBingTON: On account of the war
and the good secasons, but not on aceount of
the Labour Governmeont.

Mr. BRENNAN: He would now refer to
the Wide Bay Dairy Company. The ¢ Daily
Mail” of 3rd October instant said—

“ According to the official figures sup-
plied to the thirteenth half-yearly meeting

What do you want to

@
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of shareholders in the Wide Bay Co-
operative Dairy Company, Limited, the
output of butter at both factories (Gym-
pie and QCooroy) easily constitutes a

record. This shows what a favourable
season the dairying industry has experi-
enced.”

He would now give a-quotation from the
“ Daily Mail”’ of 7Tth September last with
regard to Gympie—

““ Bre¢ CreEAM CHEQUES.

““The big cream cheques which the
dairy farmers have been receiving for a
long time past are practically all spont in
the town, whereas in the mining days
a lot of the dividends went away from
the city. The miners are good spenders
but mmlng is a fickle pursmt and, given
anything like a good season, dairving
means that re"ular money is circulated
in the town. The prosperity of the dairy-
ing is reflected in the business premises
of the city. In reccent ycars there have
been big improvements and extensions
to shops, and to-day there are shops
in l\i[ary strest which would do credit to
Queen street. The beauty is that the
lead given by the more enterprising busi-
ness mén is being followed by so many
others. In fact, thc face of the business
porticn of the city is undergoing a great
change, and one for the better. Even if
mining became quite dead, it would not
ma.tter to the city, for dairying is its
mainstay.”

He would now turn to the Farmers’ Co-
operative Distributing Company of Queens-
land, which had a turncver of over £1,500,000.
The “ Daily Mail ” of 21st September "last
centained the fol‘owmg report :—

“ Dairying is- making rapid headway,
and record supplies of cream are arriving
at the local bufter factory. Even with
the reduced prices of buiter the dairy
farmer is reaping rich results. For the
vear ended 30th June the local butter
factory paid over £59,000 to eream sup-
pliers, and it iz likely that the distri-
butions for the present year will exceed
that amcunt.,”

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Now give us a year of

drought.
Mr. BRENNAN: Ifis adviee to the
farmers was to go in for the ecrection of

silos, which he thought was their only hope
in times of drought.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the

hon. member will not discuss silos on this
vote. (Laughter.)

r. BRENNAN : He did not mean to dis-
cuss the matter, but they could not give
that adviee too often to the farmers, as the
success of the farmers would lead to the
success of other industrics.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Did
advice ?

Mr. BRENNAN : They had been following
his advice. He paid the award rate of wages
when he harvested his crop of wheat. Off
10 acres of land he clearad over £50, which
he gave to the Toowoomba Fospital.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. GREEN (Zownsville): He wished to
deal with the question of arbitration in its
relation to Queensland. They all recognised
that industrial unrest was a deadly menace

they take your
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He had listened atten-
tively to the speeches made during the
debate. He was struck with the remarks of
the hon. member for Oxley, not only on this
vote, but also recently on the want of confi-
dence motion. Whether they agreed with
the hon. member or not, they must all recog-
nise the value of the conclusions he came to.
Personally he did not agree with the con-
clusions which the hon. member had come
to, but the hon. member showed that he
realised the importance of this subject and
had the ability to place the position before
the Committee. Thoey could not fail to rea-
lise that industrial strikes were a deadly
menace to the community, and they should
all endeavour to do something to prevent the
recurrence of strikes, which would bring
disaster and cause unewmployment. In this
connection, he would like to quote the follow-
ing address which he had the privilege of
giving at the Australian Natives’ Assoctation
jubilee, in which he dealt with the question
of unrest, and pointed out the deadly menace
which was facing the State at the present
time :—

““We have a rich and wonderful coun-
try capable of supplying all our neceds—
capable of being developed so that it
might bring forth a wonderful increase.

“ Our undeveloped rssources, our lack
of co-operation in promoting industrial
pursuits, our want of unity in endeavour-
ing to brmg general prosperity, consti-
tute a scrious danger to our national
existence. If self and self interest is to
be the predominant force in our national
life, then we are going to prove unworthy
of our rich inheritance and endanger our
very life existence. ,

“1 feel that if the spirit of courage
and patriotism as manifested by our
leaders in the past is still maintained,
then we will still be a potent fores in
preventing this calamits.

‘“ Perhaps one of the greatest dangers
which threaten us is the continuance of
industrial strife. T have no hesitation in
saying that it is a deadly menace to this
fair land of ours, and that in recent
vears it has done more to ruin the pros-
perity and welfare of the Commonwealth
of Australia than years of drought would
have done,

“We cannot deny that labour has two
fundamental rights—the right to combine,
to securc bett(‘re terms for its one as%et
and the right to strike. - Combination is
now universally recognised, and it has
brought untold good, not only for labour,
but for the community as a whole.

“ But, in its present form, the right to
strike is abused. Tt has fallen into the
hands of unscrupulous leaders, and has
become a menace to society and to
Australia’s welfare.

It has become for labour itself a form
of suicide.

 The two recent maritime strikes cost
the working man in wages alone a loss
of £6,000, 000, and official statistics show
that since 1913 strikes represent in the
Commonwealth as a whole the loss of
17,015,747 working days and of ncarly
£10, 000 000 in wages, and this monstrous
Toss in six years falls principally upon the

to the community.

workers themselves; and this, of course,
represents only the direct loss of the
striker.

Mr, Green,]
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 Therefore, I say they have become
a national scandal and national disaster
threatening Australia, and we should
be prepared to recognise this and
discuss methods whereby these disasters
might be counteracted without destroying
the genuine working man’s fundamental
right in this dlrectlon for, after all, the
typical Australian worker is not a wastrel
or an adventurer. Xe is better edu-
cated than the British workman: in
purity of type he has an advantage over
the American. He has in a high degree
both sense and character, and he is desir-
ous of recognising his responsibility to
his native land.

“To solve the difficulty of overcoming
these disasters should be a work demand-
ing the most serious attention of all sec-
tions of the community, and is a work
worthy of the scrious consideration of
such an association as this.”

It wos becauwse he recognised that that the
hon. member for Oxley had brought those
matters prominently before the Chamber.
In having dene so the hon, member had
manifested in the #ruest spirit that he was
endeavouring to solve the difficulties with
which they were faced.

My, Harrrzy: His chief recommendation
was to reduce wages.

Mr. GREEN:
the hon. mamber
wages board system.

=

One of the things which
had sdvocated was the
He (Mr. Green) had no
hesitation in saying that the Arbitration
Court ecould do hetter than the old wages
board system.  Whataver the wages board
was capable of doing, the Arbitration Court
also could do. Another suggestion made by
the hen. member was thut Parliament, being
the sapreme suthority, might consider the
question of fixing a hasic wage. Anyone
whe had had much to do with political and
parliamentary life would surcly oppose such
a suggestion as that. They wanted as little
political interference as possible in their
industrial life. But they must recognise
there was a weakness in connection with the
present Arbitration Court. The workers
themselves thought somcthing was wanting.
He felt that the Arbitration Court was the
right principle. It was only commencing,
and there was no reason why they should
not improve it so that justice would be meted
ovt to all. One of the chicf ressons why he
censidered  the Arbitration Court had not
been as succersful as it might have been,
was that owing to prosperous years and good
prices the judges had followzd the line of
Tenst resistance. Employers had not cared,
because they had simply passed on the cost,
and the community had had to bear the
burden. The hon. member for Mackay said
that in the Arbitration Court the general
community was considered. One of the
greatest disadvantages of the court was that
in its awards the community was not con-
sidered. To be perfect and fulfil all its
functions for the benefit of the whole of the
people of the State, the Arbitration Court
should be guided by the principle of con-
sidering the community in addition to the
cmployers or employee: Further, he did
ncs think the industries of the State had
been given consideration. When awards had
been given at a time when industries were
prosperous, consideration had not been given
to the eventual effect upon those industries.
If, in the Arbitration Court, there was mani-
foibed- the spirit of conciliation which the

[Mr. Green.
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ceurt was intended to represent, which said,
¢ Come, Jet us reason together,” greater good
weuld be done. The practice in the pasi

had been ‘ Come, let us fight together.”
The employer was fighting against the

employce, and the employes azainst employer.
Until that spirit of enmity was overcome they
would fail to obtain their objective., He was
keenly disappointed with the response made
by the Zlinister to the remarks of the hon.
member for Oxley. The hon. gentleman
started off by saying that that hon. member
was always willing to suggest improvements
to assist the (Government; and then he
immediately started to abuse the Opposition
and work in as much political propaganda as
he could.

Hon. W. ForeaNn Swrre: You have the
idea that your side can attack the workers
and the industrial awards all the scssion
without a reply. I am going to take every
opportunity to reply to those attacks.

Mr. GREEN: Other Government members
following the Minister adopted the same
line of discussicn until, in the speech of the
Len, member for Bowen, they had a speech
o which that hon. member could ba con-
gratulated by cveryone. What wes the Go-
rernment’s  attitude  towards arbitration?
Judging by their actions, he had no hesita-
tion in saying that they hated the court like
poison. By rwulatmn they withdrew from
the operatwhs of the court their own
employees who were receiving upwards of
£300 per annum. He had a lotter from the
Public Serviee Association protesting against
their having been cut out from the privileges
of the court.

The TrReasvrerR: What limit would you
suggest ?
Mr., GREEN: In the ¢ Daily Mail” of the

1Cth instant, they found the following para-
graph—

“The combined railway unions,
the rest of the unions associated with
the public service, are dissatizfied with
the action of the Government in reim-
posing the £300 embargo. Speaking of
the matter on Saturday, a prominent
official of one of the railway unions said
that the cffect of the embargo was thas
& railway man on the basic wage of £4
5%, a week in No. 4 district (“«mtneln
Division), 'that was from Hughenden
outwards, was preclunded from going to
the court because his allowances brought
his salary up to or berond the £300
mark. In No. 3 distriet a man who
carned £8 over the busic wage, as the
result of overtime, Sunday time, or in
any other manner, was also precluded
from obtaining the benefits of the court.

like

The embargo embraced anyone who
carned £300, not solely by wages or
salary, but by reason of the fact that

he was stationed in a certain part of the
State, his allowances would bring him
to the £300 mark. In fast, it was stated
that whereas railway men in the coastal
district could approach the court, men
in the same grade in the Western dis-
trict, by reason of the embargo, were
unable to do so. The combmed railway
unions have written to the Premier (Mr.
Theodore), expressing opposition to the
Government’s decision, bat so far only
a formal reply has been received.”

He had no hesitation in saying that the
Government representatives in the court
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opposed the awards more strongly than the
private employers did. ¥e would rcad what
the “Sun” said in regard to the award
given to the nurses—

“ There should be some explanation
why a Laboar Government, professedly
out to hetter the condition of the
workers, did, in the recent proceedings
through the Under Sceretary (Mr. Gall),
consistently and with emphasis, on their
behalf, oppose every clause of the claim,
irrespective  of its  financlal  aspect.
Surely it is not claimed that the Govern-
ment i3 going to suffer unless a nurse
is fined for breakages without appeal, or
that seventy hours I1s a reasonable weekly
period of work, or that nurses should
not ke aliowed out when off duty, for
fear they might be wanted, ete., cte.
This question demands an answer. Are
all the eclaims of the Government for
social recognition ‘hot air’! Are their
main activities confined to ‘hitting the
bloated capitalist,’ and then, as in the
recent arbitration, proceed to show him

how to down the humbled and most
enslaved of all professional workers—
the nurses.”

They on the Opposition side had been

aceused of opposing arbitration, of endea-
vouring to down the workers, and of desiring
to bring about a system of low wages. It
was only right that they should refute those
statemenss and show that the Government
wore a little bit worse than they charged the
Upposition with being. They on that side
also had been accused of wanting to increase
hours, and by that means increase the out-
put to make industries pay. He would give
a quotation from the ‘“ Daily Standard ”’ in
vegard to the question of inereased produc-
tion—

“It is to be regretted that the em-
plorees in the Baralaba State Coal Mine
did not earlier offer, and make gocd,
their suggestion that the rate of pro-
duction should be increased by 20 per
cent. The Minister for Mines put the
factz of the ceve fairly before them and
pleaded that they should do sufficient
work in order to prevent him being put
in the ridiculous position of working
an 8-foot seam of coal and putting it on
the trucks at a loss of 2s. 9d. per ton.

“'The Minister might have ordered
this to be done on pain of immediate
dismissal.”

That was practically what Opposition mem-
bers had said—that if they wanted industrios
to pay for themseclves when the market value
of the products of those industries had fallen,
they must increass the output. They found
also that there had been a 10 per cent.
reduction in wages at the Ipswich work-
shops. Thev could either call it a 10 per
cent, reduction, or retrenchment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must discuss that matter on the
Railway Estimates.

Mr. GREEXN: When any hon. member
on that side suggested something which he
felt would help to relieve the acute position
existing, they had thrown at them for poli-
tical purposes the accusation that they
wanted to reduce wages and abolish the
Arbitration Court,

The HOME SECRETARY :
to oppose any log.

You don't want us

[13 OcroBER.]

Supidy. 1387

Mr. GREEN: He stood for a man getting
a fair living wage and working under de-
cent conditions., Hvery hon. member of the
Opposition was absolutely honest in  that
respact.,  Not only did he want the working
man to be happy and contented, but he
wanted industry to grow and the State to

develop and be prosperous. Hon,

[7.20 p.m.] members oposite should realise

that these suggestions were made
in all honesty and in an endeavour to relieve
an acute position and to bring about a
state of affairs that would be a credit to
everyolie who was assisting to administer
the great State of Queensland.

IHox. W, H. BARNES (Bulimbu): He
belicved that every member of the Committee
was anxious so to conduct the affairs of
Qucensland as to bring «hout conditions
satisfactory to the people employed in her
industries. It was the solemn duty of the
Committee to endeavour to do that. It
had been said that hon. members on the
Opposition side were net in favour of arbi-
tration, whereas they were really rcturned
on that policy, as he would prove by refer-
ence to a policy speech made just before
the lagt election. The follewing sentence was
n it:i—

“ The growth of industry and the fre-
quently recurring troubles clearly point
to the fact that it is absclutely essential
in the best interests of the State, as a
whole, that provision should be made for
the creation of a Minister of Labour, one
who would have sole charge of affairs
and whose chief duty would be—

(a) To endeavour to prevent strikes
and lockouts.

(6) Encourage the scttlement of in-
dustrial disputes by arbitration and
prevent direct action.

(¢) Encourage the development of
conciliatory measurcs, and also co-
_operation between employer and em-
ployee.”

One of the dangers which had been and
probably would continue to besst Queensland
—although he hoped not—was the constant
recurrence of strikes, which had frequently
meant a very great deal of dislocation and
suffering—suffering which, gencrally speak-
ing, fell upon those least able to bear it,
more particularly the women and children.
Therefore it was the duty of any party to
seek to relieve the disabilities that exasted
in the relations between employer and
employee. It was essential that no wedge
should be driven in to make any differences
greater than they were. He was a great
believer in bringing people together to discuss
difficultities as they arose, and he held that,
if that were done, they would very largely
avert the dangers threatening the community.
The same policy speech included the follow-
ing paragraph:—

“1 need not remind the public of
Quecnsland that the advent of the Labour
party into the control of Queensland’s
affairs has not brought about less indus-
trial trouble, but rather since their ad-
vant to office, taking one year with the
other, strikes have been more frequent
and the industrial troubles have been
greater, but without in any way attempt-
ing to labour that point, it is known
that such strikes bring with them, irrita-
tion, loss upon those least able to bear it,
and especially upon women and children,

Hon. W.H. Barnes.]



1388 Supply.

and cast extremc suffiering upon these

and upon those who have not contribured

towards the trouble”
He was a believer in arbitration, because
he believed that by that means -they would
help to relieve some of the difficulties which
existed. In that connection it secvmed to him
essential that the person who presided over
the court had a thorough knowledge of the
business affairs with which he had to deal
It was no reflection on the Committee to
say that probably one or two hon. members
V\ould be able to deal with the question of
law in a way that no other hon. members
could. Some of them would find themselves
in a very grave difficulty if they had to
deal with questions of law, simply because
they did not understand them. There were
other members who specialised in hnanmul
matters and social matters, just as men speci-
alised in the ordinary avenues of life. One
of the weaknesses of Australia in the past
had been duc to the fact that the men
appeinted to deal with industrial questions
did not understand the particular industries
concerned, and, without in any way reflecting
on their Arbifration Court judges, he held
that judges were sometimes rot the best
men to preside over industrial difficulties,
because they could not possibly be seized
with the practical part of the business. It
was also nececssary that the representatives
of the employers or emplowecs should go to
court with the distinct desire to deal with
difficulties as they cropped up. To-day
people were desperately anxious for work,
and let nobody get into his mind the idea
that every cmployver, or the majority of
employers, or even one-tenth of them, was
actuated by other than feelings of kindness
towards the men who wanted work; but,
frequently in a time of crisis such as that
through which they were now passing, an
employer was prevented from helping such
men from a variety of causes. One was that
they could not say to a man who came to
them for work that he might start at the
same rate as the man whoe was working at a
weekly wage. There were things that
needed adjustment along such linos, and he
hoped that Arbitration Courts und industrial
awards would not go in the direction of
penalising men who wanted work, as they
did to-day. A man came into his office only
this weck. a strapping fellow, and told him
that he had a job to go to, that he was
willing to join the unicn concerned, but
he was not allowed to do so because there
were already so many on the books that they
would not accept any more. Was it in
accordance with the spirit of British fairplay
that a man who wanted work and could get
it should be told he ceuld not work, so that
he had to go and get relief?

Mr. Weir: He was pulling your leg.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: He was not. . The
hon. member knew, or should know, that

it was corrcet, and that it was not an isolated
case.

The SECRETARY FOR
union was that?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He was sorry to
say it was not only so in one union. In his
own business recently they found themsclves
up against it somewhat, and they were told
in connection with their draymen—he did
not know whether they were unionists or
not—that, if they went off and were non-
unionists, the firm could not re-engage them.
Was that right or fair?

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Mr. Duxstan: I know that your party
boycotted the workers before there was any
union,

Honx., W. ¥. BARNES: The hon. member
did not know anything of the kind. The
test should be a maw’s ability and willingness
to work, and no Arbitration Court should
prevent a man from getting bread and butter
1t he could get a job.

The Home SecreraRy: Then why fix the
price of wheat?
ITon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member

would find that every day different prices
V\me given for wheat, because quality was
iy He was referring to wheat that was
other than of fair average gquality, which
was perbaps slightly tainted with smut, and
for which perhaps 2s. 6d. might be given in
one case and up to Bs. 6d. in another. The
policy speech from which he had quoted
contained also the following declavation :~
“The National party would so seek to
govern as to insure the due observance
by all partics of industrial awards believ-
ing as they do on every occasion when
awards are not observed, it is having
a weakening effect on arbitration, and
will help to brcak it down.”

Members of the Nationalist
returned on that policy.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE:
policy is that—low wages?

Hox. W. I, BARNES: The hon. member
belonged to a party under whom there
were no wages, but unemployment in every
direction,

The Howme SecrETary: You fought us for
three months once for 23s. 6d. a week and
twelve hours a day.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Home Secre-
tary sometimes lost his head. The position in
Queensland was that, as a result of the
return of the present Government, there
were no wages. Whether they tock the policy
of the then leader of the Nationalist party
or the policy of the party as now laid down,
it would be found that arbitration was dis-
tinetly included.

party were

What

Mr. MOORE (4dubigry): The hon. member
for Toowcomba sought to roply to the
hon. momber for Pittsworth bz quoting the

balance-sheets of certain co-operative cheese
factories. He did not sce what that had to
do with the question. It only illustrated
that co-operative companics wers able to
carry on business in a far better way than
the Government, In any case, those balance-
sheets were for last year, when the suppliers
were getting 10d. a gallon for their milk
whereas to-day ther were getting 4d. and
5d. The hon. member for Toowoomba might
be a very good farmer, but he was a very
peor lawssr, because he said he peid tle
arbitration award rate for his farm labour,

when there was no award and never had
been In connection with the industry.
Myr. BreExyAY: There was. I paid the

same as was paid to the construction workers
at Willowburn.

Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. member for
Toowoomba think that. if he told the farmer
that he paid the award rates, tho farmer
would he so simple that he would not know
that therc was no award rate in the agricul-
tural industry? One difficulty in connection
with the Arbitration Court was the way in
which it was managed. They had the paid
seeretary of a union making application for
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a new award whilst half of the members of
the union did not &nov& that a fresh award
was being asked for. The secretary had not
very much to do except, perhaps, to go
to the court, and he stéod to loss nothing

whichever way the case went. If no iucreass
was granted he was no worse off. snd if an
case was granted so much the betier, The
@rnp[o\'em engaged in the industry should
decide wnethn, there should be any variation
~f the award, and it should not be left to a
pald union sccretary in Brisbance to go to the

court whenever he ‘pleasad to do so. At the
veginning of the yezr they did no$ know in

5

what variatin
to be asked for ¢
Ono of the principles of the Industrial
Srbitration Aet was conciliation, but con-
ciliation had dropped out altogether, and it
meant now that every case had to be fought
in the court and exch side was tr ing to take
every point against the other. ¥le would
quote what the Right Hon. J. R. Clynes had
to say—
“VWe b

ns oi the award
during the y

wera going

hear almost daily of something
roldtmg to V*mkers in the mines, in cotton
mills, en norung workers, on the rail-
wars, and in transport services. These
ar cab divisions of trade oxist ¢ithor in the
nature of national industries, or in such
ength  of working-class organisation
that they are bound to be kept more or
less in the public eye. In these trades
the workers have nct adonted the precise
form of industrial council reconumended
in the Whitley report. All the sane, con-
tact is maintained hatween the orrramqed
work and the orgunized emplovees in
many of these trades and oll manner of
questions ave seitled between them wesk
by wiek.

“Great as ave these big industries, it
is outside them i sroe numbors of
wage-carners are employved  Millions of
and women earn their living in busi-
es in which trades unionism has been
ablished only in recent years and sbout
two snd a-half million such workers arc
now covered by joint industrial councils.

¢ This work cannot go ou without im-
proving very nat“r"ll the spirit in

which future industry is to be con-
ducted.”
That was what they wanted to-day. The
wages board system provided that to a very
considerable extent, and, though that system
had Jmany defects, he did not think it had
nearly as many as the Arbitration Court

aystem had. To-day they were faced with
perpetual variations of awards.

Hon. W. Foneay SmITH: What
tribunal would you set up?

Mr. MOORE: He would catablish a wages

kind of

board for cach indusiry or an industrial
counci
ITon. W, Foreavy Syrir": That can be done

under the Act now; and in the on‘v case in
which it was done the Employers’ Tederation
appealed against the decision of tho board.

_ Mr. MOORI : Because there was an appeal
i}?] one case it did not prove that the Act was
bad.

Hon. W. Forcax Swyiri : Under the preseng
Act an industrial tribunal can be ostablished
for any particular industry.

Mr. MOORE : It was absolutels useless the

judge telling the representatives to meet him
in friendly conference.

[13 OcrosER.]

Supply. 1389

My, Grepson: That ix incorrest. The coal-
rmnnl* have had a board ever since the Act
cnme into operation.

QORI : Conferences were absolutely
usele e . had attended one or two. One
side would put its log on the table a=d say,
“ We stand by that.”

Mr. GLEDSON: That is incorrect.

Mr. MOORE: What they wanted was
something more stable, so that they would
know where they stood from one }‘Oar’s end
to the othcr—which thev did not know now.
The only esse in which the financial position
of an industry wes taken into consideration
i v of the Rallway Department,
Juum caid tlmt he did not think
hz could awnrd the rates that he thought the
uzmlowos should have, cwing to the financial
position of the Cowwment

Mr.

the

Mr. Harrriy: When did the judge say
,

;\IOCRE: The judge made those

remarks when framing the railway award

last year dﬂd again this year.

The judge said that the financial position of
country would not a]’ = of it. When an
ordinary manufacturing industry went before
the court, it did not inatter whether the
financial nasmon was bad or not, the court
simply s21d, “ You have to pay the rate of
wages I award, and, if you cannot pay, then
you will have to close down.” The principle
acopted in the railway case zhould be adopted
in other industries,

Mr. Wrir: How do :ou propo=e to ascer
tain the financial position of an industr
The hon. member knows the cvidence that

is given lwfore the court.

e+

Mr. MOORE: The court had power tn
obtain whataver evide it required. Some
of the evidence giv ofere the was
ridicilous.  Fvidence was given in Too-

woomba. by 4 man to the effect that he f(%d

to hi

crse three bags of chaff, iwo bags of
corn, and a bag of bran per w Y’d that
was never qucstioned. The wt coubd obtain

any evidence it requived, and could call for
documentary evidence if necessary.

AMr. Wrir: How could the court investi
the books of a company with the pres
Companies Act in foree?

2Ty, MOORE: The books of the Mount
organ Company were audited, and the
LTL;M ent of the compunv was found to be
I< uoct, and then hon. members opposite said
that the auditors did not go back far enough.
Because the auditors could not find what ihe
unions wanted them fo find, hon. members
disagreed with them. The court had ampie

power to ascertain whether an industry f‘ould
st‘\nd the wages asked for or not. If they
went along making awards as they had dore
up to the present time, they were going to

close down industries in Queensland and
create more unemployment.
G. P. BARNES (Warwick): He was

of the opinion that the Government were

itinfr for a lead from that side of the
CIL. mber as to what they should do in con-
nection with arbitration. It was evident to

maest minds that the Governnwnt were ready,
and felt the intense need of giving immediata
attention to the question of arbitration. The
whele of their economic life at the present
time was affected, and it needed a very sane
outlook in connection with the arbitration
Jaws cof the land. He would hot indicate for

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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# moment that he was averse to arbitration
or conciliation,” He know of nothing else that
could take the place of arbitration and ccn-
ciliation in this State, now they had gone so
far. Wagos boards might do it Theve must
be a court of appeal for matters in dispute,
and the onir authority to which they couid
refer matters on which the emplover and the
emplovee were divided, an J m  disputes
between man and man, was the court that
they now possessed. When they found that
disputes had increased, they must of necessity
give consideration to thoughts on some
Froader lines. No matter how wise, judicious,
or conciliatory the judges might ha\c been,
and however telrm“lamon;k y fitted they
might have been mppmed to be, they had in

e

the grest bulk of instances largely Failed. Tt
wax absurd to think that any one man HoulL.
have in hix ¢ranium as a ult of knowlecdips
brought before him that ¢ touch with the
life of their industrics that would enalide him
to come to a wise conclusicn regurding the

inrumoersble matters that were placed before
him, If ther were to improve the industrial
life of the community, they would have to
widen the court to a very large extest. Why
should they not, w rious disputes aross,
make of 1t a 1 1-table matter by intro-
ducing the cmployers snd emnlovees to the
bench, when they and the judge could give
the matter consideration?  Then they would
have the representative of the ewployees
doing something to better the employee or
the union, and they would have the mastar
mind who was in touch with the vaxiom
side issues in connection with the making of
an award., He was (‘onvmmd that a solu-
tion of a great many of their troubles might
be found in the extending of the constitution
of the »\mih ation (surt In the direction he
suggestesd.  They found that, instead of going
from good to better. they had gone from bad
to worse. Knibbs's figures substantiated his
statement thet ther woere not improving.
The arbi*ration laws hued not helped to cur-
tail «disputes, but had rather bkelped to
encourage them.  Accordi: to  Knibb«’s

figures, the number ¢f working daxs lost in
Queensland because of the industrial disputes
were—

1915~ 19,324
1916 170.699
1917 317,698
1918 183.883
1018 £36,661 7

Last yrar fhe numbor Lad fa len to €8.298.
There was evidence that, with the exception
of last year, instesnd of the Arbitration Court

having bloaoht about a lessening in the
number of dlsput s, they had very largely
inereased. The monctary loss mcuncd

through industrial disputes had also increasad
durmrf the sane period.

At 8 pm.,

Mr. F. A. CoorzrR (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. G, P. BARNES: In 1919, the mone-
tary loss to wage-earners was $£327,527.
Ther should all {ry to bring about a better
fecling in the community, and to lessen the
number of disputes which had been dis-
ﬁgulmg their industrial hf@ and interfering
with the development of the State for so
many years. Again and again a_dispute had
arisen at a critical time in an industry. A
boat, for instance, might have been waiting
to take meat apoard, and a strike took place.
The shippers got tired of waiting, and the

(M». G. P. Barnes.
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boat had to go away without its cargo of

meat. That kind of thing was still gomg
on, and it was necessary for them to arrive
me solution in order to prevent its

that the Go-
ssity of some con-
sideration b_eing given to the matter of wages
tary for Mines expressed
himself in very trcnchsnt language In con-
nection with the Balaraba dlspute. The
Chief Seccrctary also expressed his views
fearlessly in connection with Mount Morgan,
and, while other members of the Cabinet
might have differed with him, he was bold
L)ough to indicate what the workers of
Miount Morgan should do. The Government
also were taking up the same aftitude in
connection with the Railway Department
and the Department of Public Instruction.
Something had to be done to stop the inces-
sant demands which were being mede for
new awards. Ie could not imagine any-
thing more unseemly than the increase 1in
the sward sought by the unions in connec-
tion with the railway workers loceﬁtly The
railways were plactlca,lly only returning %
per cent., as against 6 per cent. mtexet
which was being paid for the money bor-
rowed, yot the railway unions made claims
which, if granted, would have meant a
further outlay by the Railway Department
of £1,200,000 per annum. In order to show
how unreasonable the demands ¢f the unions
were, it would be as well to read part of
the evidence given by Mr. Steer in this
connection, as reported in the ¢ Courier”” of
i4th Septembe1 last—

“In 1920-21 the departrent earned
£5,279,000, while the working expenses
were £5,048,000, leaving a net revenue
of only £231,000, equal to 10s. 74d. per
cent. upon the capital invested in rail-
ways now open for traffie, The interest
charge was £1.812.060. so there was a
loss of £1,581,000 for the vear; notwith-
standing this, rates and fares have not
been increased for nearly two ‘years, as
to do so would act detrimentally to
country residents, Business has rec )ntlv
diminished considerably. During the six
months ended 30th Jure last, 900,000
fower train imiles were run than in the
previous half-year, and the cash takings
were £406,000 Iless. In the last two
months (Julv and August) the receipts
were £88,000 less, and the cxpenditure
£39,000 greater, than the samec months
of last year, es althcugh we have fewer
hands employed, and 288,000 fewer train
miles were run, the saving was more
than counterbals need by aa(ud increases
to the staff. The first award operated
from 1st July, 1917, and since then the
length of line has increased by 10 per
cent., the numbm of employees by 4 per
ca,nt., revenue 23 per cent., and working
expenses 69 per cent., while the net
revenue is 72 per cent. less. The in-
creases in the minimum adult salaries or
wages for various positions are as fol-
lows:—Clerks 91 'per cent., station-
masters 82 per cent., night officers 92 per
cent., porters T4 p>r cent shunters 83
per cent., guards 85 per cent., drivers 62
per cent., firemen 80 per cent., mechanics
81 per cent., and fettlers 77 per cent.
The award increases from July, 1917,
amount in the aggregate to nearly
£500,000 per annum, and the further
increases now askerd for by the Queens-
land Railway Union (including shorter
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hours and extra pay for night work)
amount to approximately £1,200,000 per
annura.”’

With thoss facts uppermost, the unions asked
for a new award which would further in-
crease the oxpenses of the Railway Depart-
auent by £1,200,00) per annum. Although the
Government might not indicate their true
feelings, they kunew that that condition of
things could not continue to exist. Ie would
sggest that the Arbitration Court, so far
as new awards were concerned, should have
% long holiday. Ivery consideration should
be given to the betterment of various
metters; but, if their indusiries were to re-
main stable, a stop would have to be put to
the incessant clamour which was being made
for new uawards. Hon. members opposite
knew that what he had said was correct.
The judges in the courts were also express-
ing themselves in no uncertain way in con-
nection with this question. Mr. Justice
Powers, speaking in the Federal Arbitration
Court in DMelbourne, on 22nd September,
with regard tc the basic wage, after a long
reference to the existing conditions, said—

B

“The figures as to the reduced output
with better machinery are startling. The
countries in which the workers produce
the most—that is, who do the fairest
day’s work—can and do pay the best
wages. That was the case before the
war, and it will continue to be so. The
men who believe that less work by each
employee must necessarily mean more
employment are wrong. IEvery worker
must do as good work as the workers do
in other civilised countries. The stan-
dard of living must come down in keep-
ing with the stendard of work performed.
On the whole of the facts before me, I
cannot help asking whether the execu-
tives of the combined wunions are justi-
fied in asking the court to grant £1 10s.
a week additional to the 438,735 young
unmarried men—in some cases to youths
of eighteen years of age receiving the
adult wage—and to 167,791 married men
without children under 14 years of age,
while thousands of their fellow unionists
are out of employment altogether, and
are anvious to get work at any wage that
will keep them, and =while many are
forced to seek velief {rom benevolent
societies and the Ministry, It is clear
that the basic wage cannot be incressed
at the present time, but 1t must be
lowered 1if, and when, prices fall in the
same way, and for the same reason, that
it was increased from time to time since
1807. For the reasons mentioned, he pro-
posed to continue the fair and practi-
cable minimum wage, which the court
had adopted for so many years, instead
of adopting the higher standard fixed by
the Commission, which was not practi-
cable at the present time as a flat rate.”

My, Justice Powers, who was a man of the
widest experience, gave full reasons for the
decision to which he came. When they
found that, notwithstanding the unemploy-
ment that existed, the unions were mak-
ing demands which ther knew would, if
granted, make for greater unemployment,
it was time that the Government gave first
consideration to dealing with matters 1n
connection with arbitration.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time was exhausted.

[13 OcroBxzr.]
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M GILDAY (Ithnee): HHon. members
pposite were evidently trying to convince
the people that they belinved in arbitration,
¢t the same time, they were doing
everything possible to pre: its progress.
Te people outsids with whom hon, members
oppasite were allied werc up against arbi-
tration, particularly on the broad lines on
which it was enforced in  Queensland.
Ouenesland  workers should be gratified to
cnow that they had an Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act framed on broader lines than
simnilar Acts in any other part of the world.
That wes onc of the reesons why hon. mem-
hers opposite tried to make people outside
belicve that there was something wrong with
arbitration. He remembered an  attempt
being made to broaden the scope of the
Industrial Peace Bill in 1912, so as to give
everyone access to the tribunal to be estab-
lished under that measure. The hon. mem-
ber for Mareo—the present Speaker—
moved an amendment with that object. The
action of the then Government proved that
the people of Queensland would never have
365 acssss to an Arbitration Court if hon.
members opposite had retained control of the
Treusury benches.

The hon. member for Marce ¢n that occa-
sion moved an amendmecnt, the object of
which was to bring the whole of the State
employees within the scope of the Bill. The
Lon. member, speaking to his amendment,
seld, ““ For the life of me, I cannot under-
stand why they were not included in the
Bill.” The amendment was defeated by
thirty-threc votes to twenty-two. Hon.
gentlemen who were sitting in opposition
te-dav who voted against the amendment
were—Mry., G, P. Barnes, Mr, Bebbington,
Ar. Corser, Myr. Petrie, Mr. Morgan, Mr.
T. R. Roberts, Mr. Vowles, and Mr. Walker.
The other members who assisted in defeating
the amendment had since been rejected by
the pcople at the polls. The hon. member
for Townsville had mentioned various griev-
ances published from time to time by public
servants, and tried to make the Committee
belicve that he wes an advocate of publie
servants being brought under the Industrial
Arbitration Act.  That hon. member was
associated with a body of men who had
fought the public servants cver since there
had been industrial laws in Queenslund. He
(3r. Gilday) had taken a very keen interest
in industrial maters during the last twenty-
six yvears. One of the first mecasures passed,
which was only a palliative, was the Factories
ard Shops Act. Later on they had the Wages
Boards Act. Neither of those Acts was of
any usec to the bulk of the workers in Queens-
land. After the 1912 strike in Brisbane the
Industrial Peace Act was brought in. It
was onc of the worst picces of legislation,
from a workers’ peint of view, that had ever
been enacted in that Chamber. When the
present Government cbtained control of the
Treasury benches, they pazsed one of the
grestest piecas of legislation that had ever
been introduced in that Chamber. One of
the reasons why, in an underhand way, hon.
gentlemen opposite criticised the adminis-
tration of the Act was because it had given
justice to the bulk of the people of Queens-
land. A good deal had been said about
round-table conferences. He had had the
pleasure of sitting at such conferences for
wany years. The class of legislation enacted
by previous Governments was not beneficial
to the employer or the employee, and that

Mr. Gilday.]
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was the best method they had of dealing
with their affairs. IReputable employers
found that uuscrapulous individuals uvsed
to take advantage of it. The bulk of the
employers in Q\‘fﬂns‘and were reasonable
men and believed In an Act similar to the
present  Arbitrztion Act.  The round-table
conferences were all right under the circum-
stances that cxisted in those days. At the
present time they could use the round-table
conferencss under the provisions of the
Industrial Arbitration Act. If there was a
dispute in any industry between the em-
ployers and employees, the judge first of all
ordered them to a round-table conference.
f they could not agrec on a part or the
whole of the matters in dizpute, the judge
stepped in and dealt with the question on
arguments svbmitted to him. That was one
of the very best procedures they could pos-
sibly adopt. The Hon. W. M. Hughes, who,
in 1917, stated he would not interfere with
any of the good work thw Labour Adminis-
tration had done, was one of the greatest
destroyers, so far as arbitration was con-
cerned, that ther had ever had in Australia.
Later on he refused io give a round-table
conference to the stowards on the boats.
Those were some of the things which hon.
gentlemen opposite, who were asscciated with
the Nationalisis in the Federal Parliament,
were advocuting to-day, knowing at the same
time that there was no sincerity behind their
advocacy. He hoped the Arbitration Act
would be amended and made better than it
was, He felt sure it would be better for the
workers and the employers in the various
industries. The officers who were controlling
the Arbitration Court were a credit to the
court. The Re Tlitrar, who had had a good
deal of expericnee in the Labour Depart-
ment before he had been elevated to his
present position, had given every satisfaction.
He was able to cope with the many 1nequa11-
ties which came aleng from time to time
from an industrial point of view in a manner
which gave satisfaction to both sides. They
in Queensland were not in the same position
as they were in the Federal sphere, where,
if a federated union applied for an award,
they had to wait for some years before they

could obtain acvess to the court. That
created dissension amongst the workers. To
make the court effective and give the

cmployces in any industry satlsfa,ctxon £CCESS
to the court should be made as ecasy as
possible.

Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY AND SCATFOLDING.
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (HMackay)

moved—That £19,133 be granted for ¢ Inspec-
tion of Machinery and %mffoldmfr” This
was a decrcase on last vear.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): In view of the
fact that the Opposition continued to decry
the State, it was as well to dircet attention
to tho report of the Chicf Inspector of
Machinery and Secaffolding. He was re-
minded of a remark made in the Federal
Parliament, which was recorded in Federal
“ Hansard,” at page 11,754 of this session.
Mr. Lamond said—

““ A new arrival to Australia was asked
what he thought of the country. He had
landed first at Brisbane, and he told
them that Brisbane was the queerest
place he had ever been in, for every man
he met was running down his own
¢nuntry.”

M. (ilday.
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Mr. Gabb interjected—

“ He must have read the capitalists’
Pres:"
Many statements had been made by the
Opp osAtlon, particularly the hon. momber
for Toowong, in conneetion with the build-
ing trade. Only last Friday night he asked
the hen. member would it be correct to 84y
that buiidings to the value of £1,000,000 had
been crected 1n Brisbane during the last
vear.  The hon. member replied, “No.”
The hon. member for Toowong, ever since
the session had startcd, had been pointing
out the stagnant state of the building trade.
Would that hon. member now 1epe‘Lt that
it was not true to say that the value of the
new buildings erected in Brisbane last year
£1,000, 4002

Mr. MaxwelL: 1 do not know.
Mr. PEASE: The hon., member said he
did not know. Yet during the whole of this

sesrion he had been pomtmcr out the bad
DU(A,LL Uf QLLLLIJ‘}G}JU, W 111(41&) llt, bdzlb‘l, was dhlb'
to this terrible Government, The hon. mem-
ber had pinned them down to the building
trade, and said, ‘“ You have increased the
price of timber; vou have done some terrible
thing; vou have ruined the building trade.”
The official fizures showed that 1,681 new
buildings had been erected in Brisbane, of
the wvalue of £1,358,097. There had been
175 alterations to existing buildings of the
value of £106,0567. The total, therefore,
was 1,850 buildings of the value of £1,464,154.
That showed how eager the Opposition were
in making incorrecet statements solety in order
to defame the Government. The Press last
Friday pointed out that for structural steel
the price had been reduced £4 a ton, and,
as a result, the steel works at Newcastle had
just put into service a third blast furnace
to cope with i‘he output. The article referred
to concluded by saying—

“Quite a number of large buildings
are pmj(oted and ev 1(‘cnﬂy a bulldum
pregramme  of considerable proportion
1s contemplated in Queensland.”

That was the position in this terrible State
which the Government were said to have
ruined.  He commended those remarks to
tne hon. member for Toowong and other
\)ppo ‘ition members who were alw ays eager
to decry the State by statements which, in
this instance, were proved to be absolut\;ly
untrue.

Question put and passed.

LiBOTR, FACTORIES, AND WORKERS’
ACCOMMODATION.

FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)

£26,332 be granted for
Factories, and Workers’” Accom-
modation.”” This was an increase on last
vear’s vote, due chiefly to increased awards
and classification increases to various officers
of the department.

Guestion put and passed.

Hoxn. W,
moved—That
“ Labour,

“THE GAS ACT OF 1916.”

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
moved—That £1,8156 be granted for “ The
Gas Act of 1916." This representod an in-
crease of £107 on_last year's vote, due to the
expectation that there would be further refer-
ences to the referee under the Act.

Question put and passed.
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8.30 p.m.]
RaLways.
GENERAL ESTARUISHMENT.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) moved—That
£112,641 be granted for < Railw rays—Creneral
Fstablishment.”” The appropriation last year
was $£110,831, and the actual expenditure
£108,921. There was a nominal incrcase over
last year's appropriation of £1,800 and over
last year’s expenditure of £2,600. As a
matter of fact, however, substantial savings

hsd been effected, because automatic in-
creases, bosle wages payineats, and award

increases, which were paid for only a portion
of 1920-21, showed an increase of nearly
£9,000. There were substantial reductions of
approximately £7,000. The number of em-
ployees covered by the vote was 304, as com-
pared with 230 last year.

The expenditure in 1520-21 was £5,045,998,
whilst for 1921-22 it was estimated at
£5,000,770—a reduction of £45,225—but that
did not represent all the economy that would
be cffected, because the basic wage varia-
tion, automatic Iincreases, and payments
under the 1920 award paid for only portxou
of last year amounted to an inerease of
£170,800 for the cnsuing year, which brought
up the approximate sav ng to £216,000 on
the basis of lasy year’s expendltule In the
figures for the first three months of the
current year they found confirmation of that
approxiraate saving in a saving of £50,000.
The economy was substantial, and he was
sure would be appreciated by ’c~he Committee.

The causes of the increased cxpenditure
for 1820-21 were fairly obvious. The follow-
ing figurcs would show the increases in the
price of fuel, stores, and material generally
as compared with 1914-156—

Per cent.
Steel plates ... 405
Barbed wire .. 333
Wire rope ... 268
ﬂlaa spring steel ... ..o 192
Galvanised ph. steel ... 196
Fuel ... . ... 100
Coal ... .. 100
Rails ... 100 (over)

gures ihuarstod how llogieal, falls
ot wid  unsound were the comparisons
made by hon. members opposite between
1914-15 and 1920-21 in order to show that the
nresent Government had not done as well
as the Administration of 1914-15. It was
most absurd and ludicrous to seck a com-
parison where no parallel existed. Ther
Wlb as much difference between night and
day as there was between 1920-21 and 1914-15,
owing to the great war and the results that
followed it and affected railway adminis-
tration as well as every other branch of
human activity—coms ‘10101;11 mductnal and
otherwise. On page 8 of tlﬂe Commissioner’s
report he rhowed that the large increase in
expenditure was accounted for Tar gely by the
following : —
* Increased salaries and wages due to
1920 railway award, £353,051.
“ Increased <alarleq and wages due to
award automatic increuses, £31,219.
“Increased salaries and wages due to
March, 1921, basic wage variation,
£44.522,
“TIncreased cost of coal due to Septem-

ber, 1920, fuel award (approximately),
;845 000.” v

Hon. members might suggest that the Com-
19214 R
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missioner would seek to buttress a case
to support his report, but on page 73 of the
Auditor-General’s report they found the
following confirmation of his figures:—

“The industrial awards, basic wage,
and extra cost of fuel and stores, ete.,
have been principally responsible for the
increased expenditure (£725,106).

“The following comparison serves to
illustrate how the expenditure account of
{uel has increased during the five years
period ended 30th June last:—

— 1915-16 | 1920-21, | Increase
: | per cent.
£
Southern Diviston 247.7¢3 1 8716
Central Division.., 53 168 | 2132
Northern Division t 9,311 | 142,003 105-01
30,505 £143,032 5492

Total ... .| £2

He now came to revenue:—In 1920 21
the revenue amounted to £5,279,412, or a
decresse of £268,868 as compared with the

estimate.  Ton. members would readily
appreciate the causes of that reduction.
The industrial and commerical depression

that prevailed was a satisfactory explana-
ticn, to a large extent. The mining indus-
try was paralysed, the meat export trade
was ceriously depressed, and generally
there were causes which had led to a sub-
stantial redurtion in production. Unfortu-
nately, for the first three movths of the
current financial year that depression had
con‘:inupd, and there had been a reduction of

£130.000 in their railway revenue as com-
p ired with the _CoTTes ling peried of last
VCHT. unzatisfactors, but
it was inevitsble. What they desired for
Queensland was a recovery of markets. An
itcreare in the price of copper of, say, £10
or £12 a ton would not only give employ-
ment to thousands of workers, but would also
erormously increase rall\av revenue. A
slight increase in the price of meat would

similarls enormously  increase  railway
freights. The recoverr of market: w
take time. After ail wars there was depres-
sion.  Unforiunatelr, at lesst 10.020,00

the best wealth-producers and consumers of
the world were swept away, a fact which in

itaclf  indicated how IIW‘Ly revenue in
Queensland had been mffoctpd There were
not sc many consumers for their products,

there had been a swallowing up of capital
and a reduction of the purchasing power of
the world, which still continued. Until ther
could regam that purchusing power the
markets wounld not recover, and Queenrland,
with other States, would suffer in consze-
quence.

At 8.38 pom..
The CHARMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. CORSER:
it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
might not be affected in railway revenue,
because New Zealand had considerably in-
creased fares and freights,

Mr. Corsrr: None of the Australasian
States has 1nme‘med them as high, propor-
tionately, as Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That was an entire mis-statement. He had
figures to show that Queensland had increased

Hon. J. Larcombe.]

New Zvaland does not show
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fares and freights during the war less than
any other State in Australia. The percent-
age increases in railway revenuce in various
States from 1913-14 to 1919-20 were—

New South Wales 84 per cent.
Victoria 76 per cent.
New Zealand ... ... 70 per cent.
South Australia ... 104 per cent.
Queensland 44 per cent,

Mr. Couser: You know that
general application.
freights increase during that period?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The present position indicated in a remark-
able manner how dependent they were for
their prosperity on external forces. The cry
of wealth production was often loud in the
land; but what they wanted more imme-
diately wore facilities for disposing of their
wealth production when they secured it.
They wanted some means of transferring it
satisfactorily to the other side of the world
and disposing of it. Shipping freights were
high and the markets were depressed, all
of which affected railway rovenue.

is not of

My, BranDp: Is your railway revenue higher
than in pre-war years?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No
one would deny that, but he had already
quoted figures to show that the expenditure
had increas=d in some cascs by 405 per cent.
The revenue had not increased proportion-
ately for the simple reason that they had
not increased fares and freights to the same
extent as other States. Let the hon. member
for Burnett listen to this quotation from
the Commissioner’s report, page 20—

“ Rates and fares were not increased
during the year; with the cxception of
passengers, wool, cattle, sheep, copper,
znd coal, there has been only one increase,
varying from 5 to 175 per cent. and
averaging approximately 10 per cent., in
the past five years, and even then it did
not apnly to the staple articles of food
such as jam, flour, sugar, butter, and
potatoes, and a few articles such as
galvanised iron and galvanised wire so
necessary in the development of a country.
Hven in 1915 the rates on these commodi-
ties were only increased from 5 to 7 per
cent., and they comprise a very substan-
tial proportion of the tonnsge hauled
annually. I am very doubtful if therc
is any country in the world (with parhaps
the exception ¢f China, where, up til
some months ago, no incrrcass had been
made) which has not increased rates and
fares, not once or twice, but several times
since the commencement of the great war.
The pesition so far as Queensland is con-
cerned is all the more exceptional when
it is considered that, with one exception,
this State has the lowest numbor of
inhabitant= per mile of line out of twenty-
one important railways in different parts
of the world regarding which I have been
able to optain statistics, and I know of
no other country with a lower passenger
traffic and a lower annual tonnage ner
mile of line. It is readily conceded thap
a heuvy concentrated traffic lends itself
to economical working, but whilst this
unique paosition obtaine, and our rates
and fares are maintained in a position
to compare very favourably with those
of other countries with a much greater
traffic per mile of line, a wider gauge,
and roadbeds capable of much greater

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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loads than ours, it can only be expected
that the result will be reflected in the
balance-sheet,.
Hon. members would see that the policy
followed by the Government was to keep
down fares and freights to a minimum.

Mr. Corser: You have increased them
three times.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

He would give the hon. member the com-
parative increases, and he would find that
the increases had been lower than in any
other of the Australian States. The first-
class fare for 200 miles in New South Wales
was 43s. 11d., in Victoria 37s. 9d., on the
home railways 58s. 6d., and in Queensland
32s. only.

Mr. BraxD: That is, single far:s,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. The basis of comparison was the same
in each case. The fare increases were lower
in Queensland than any other State during a
period of five years. He would give the
comparative increases since 1914, The fares
and freights on general merchandise had
increased as follows—

Fares. Freights,

Per cent.  Per cent.
Queensiand ., 17 19
New South Wales ... 66 52
Victoria ... 48 43
Western Australia ... 30 29
South Australia ... various ... 44

Those figures showed the tremendous increase
in freights and fares that had taken place
in other States. If Queensland had followed
the policy of the other States, they could
have balanced the ledger. That was a very
simple matter.

Mr, Vowres: How did the figures compare
before those increases were made?

The SECRIETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
All he was concerned about was the defence
of the Labour Administration.

Mr. Vowres: They upset the whole of
your contention.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Thev did not. Since the Labour Government
had been in power there had been much
smaller increases in fares and freights in
Quecensland than in Tory-governed States.
e~ had proved that, and had given accurate
and authentic figures.

Mr. CorsErR: You are trying to prove it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYS:
Iic had proved it. Surely the hon. mem-
ber was not going to challenge the Com-
missioner’s figures? The figures had been
compiled and verified by officers in the Rail-
way Department. The policy of the Go-
vernment had been to continue, as far as
possible, the fares and freights previously
existing, rather than increase them, as other
States had done with every increase that
had taken place in the working costs. He
would quote what had taken place regard-
ing farcs and freights in some of the Tory-
governed States, because it had an important
Bearing upon railway administration. Times
out of number they found some shallow-
brained journalist referring to the fact that
there was a railway deficiency in Queens-
land. That was simply the discovery of a
man who put two and two together, and
found thst it amounted to four. A surplus
was not necessarily a virtue, and a deficit
was not necessarily a vice. It all depended
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upon the circumstances and upon the policy
fcllowed. Hon. members opposite had to
prove—which they could nct do—that there
had been unsatisfactory management in the
Railway Department. He had figures which
he would quote to show that, in comparison
with other States, the railway administra-
tion in Queensland compared most favour-
ably.

Mr. ComstrR: Are
political side of it?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He was not. He would teli the hon. member
for Burnett and his colleagues who were fre-
quently complaining of what they termed
political or ministerial interference in the
Railway Department, that they were hypo-
critical in the extreme in that ther came to
him and asked him to override the Commis-
sioner’s decisions

Mr. Corser: Never.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member’s own party sent him a
resolution complaining about the closing
down of certain gatehouses which the Com-
missioner and his officers, in their wisdom
and discretion, had decided to close down.
What wss the use of the hon, member and
his ecolleagues talking about the fact that
a plank of their platform was * independent
Cammissioner control,” and railing against
what they termed political inforfcrence,
when thev came to him and asked him to
exercise that political interference and over-
ride fhe Commissioner’s decisions?

Mr. Corser: I did not go to you.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
The hon. member’s party came to him.

Mr. Corsgr: That would show there was
pelitical influence if you did it

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
Ele did not do it.

Mr. CorsER: Are the gatehouses closed?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They were. He wrote back to the Country
party, and told them that the action was
taken by the Commissioner result of
his investigations, and he was not prepared

to override the Commissioner’s decisions.
Mr. CorsEr: I went to the Commisisoner

and not to the hon. gentleman, and the gate-

houses in my electorate were not closed.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That did rot bear any relationship to his
argument. He was asl Led to o\@hldo the
Commissioner’s decieion at the request of
the Country party as a party.

Mr. Comrser: It was not a request; it was
a protest.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Country party had asked hinm: to over-
ride the Commissioner’s decisions. It was
kighly inconsistent and unfair for the Coun-
try party to rail against what ther termed
politieal or ministerial mtmfmenw, and at
the same $ime come to him and urge him
to override the Commissioner’s decisions.

Mr. ComrsEr: Read the letter.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He would read it in due course. Why did

the hon. member’s party send the letter to
him?

Mr. Corser: To protect country interests.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

The hon. member’s vparty stood for inde-

sou referring to the

#8 a
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pendent Commissionership, and because thy
Commisisoner did not do as they desired
that party immediately sent along its corre-
spondence to him (Mr. Larcombe).

Thy SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They are

-deing that ¢very day in the week.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Of course they are. He wished to show the
insincerity of hon. members opposite in
asking him to interfere in the way they had
done, and at the same time, if he carried
out some decision in some other case, they

objected to it.

Dealing with the question of freights and
fares, he would quote from the *° Sydney
Bulletin® of December, 1918, when the Tory
Administration was In power in New South
Wales. That paper stated—

“ The New South Wales railways being
again in a low-spirited condition—in fact,
having never got out of that condition—
it is proposed to increase the rates by
10 per cent. This, added to the increase
last year, makes 21 per cent., and there
were also increases in 1813, 1914, and
1916.”

The ‘“ Daily Mail ” of 9th September,

1921,
had the following paragraph:—

““ TERRITORY RAILWAYS.
‘‘ INCREASED CHARGES.

“ PDarwin, Monday.—The Northern
Territory railways snnounce the follow-
ing increases:—Passenger fares, 10 per
cent.; parcels and goods, 25 per cent.;
wharf and tonnage, 40 per cent.; haulage
from the jetty to sorting sheds, 50 per
cent. ; sorting shed floorage, 50 per cent.”

Take South Australia, under Tory Adminis-
tration. An article in the ¢ Daily Mail » of
28th January, 1921, stated:—

““The Railway Commissioner intimates
that from 1st February railway freights
and fares will be increased by 16§ per
cent.”

In Victoria, where there was a so-called
sympathetic administration for the farmers,
they had increases in freights amounting in
the case of agricultural produce and butter
to 18 per cent. Was it not better to have a
slight deficiency in Quecnsland ?

An OpposirioN MEMBER: A
clency ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
would show, by comparison, that it was a
slight dzficiency.

Mr. FrLETcHER: Do you think that the rail-
ways can stand an annual loss of £1,700,0007

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
would prove that the deficit, by comparison,
war slight. He would read an extract from
the ““Trade Journal” of 1920

slight defi-

‘“ REPORTS FOLLOWING RAILWAY HREIGHTS

INCREASES.
Per cent.
*“ () Canada .. 40
(6) United States of America 50
(¢} Belgium 100
{d) Ttaly 120
(e) France 140

Mr. CorsER: Read Rustia !
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He

had made the comparison complete, and
would now return to affairs in Queensland.

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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He wanted to indicate what the Tory Adminis-
tration did when things were bad In Queuns-
land in 1802—

“On Ist July, 1902, the goods rates
were increased as under—
M’ class by b per cont.
¢ A7 class by T4 per cent.
‘B’ (’111’«3 Ist class, 2nd <la
class, by 10 per cent.
Pig; by 20 per cent.
Other livestock by 10 per cont.”

That was an Administration which was sup-
posed to be sympathetic to the man on the
fand. In 1902 the single fares on the Mackay,
Bowen, Cooktown, and Normanton railways
were increased by 50 per cent., and the re-
turn fares by one and a-half times the single
farcs. They zaw how wonderfully favourable
was the policy of Labour Administration with
cegard to fares and freights as compared with
the policy of Tory Administratiors in
Queensland. The policy of hon. members
oppesite was to increase freights and fares.

Iir. CorsER: Who told the hon. gentleman
that?

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: The
hon., members of the Opposition, whom he
wuld now quote—

and 3rd

»rt, when speak-

a country membor, he
h;ﬁ(hon to an increase

won"d ha\ ¢ no

of freights, prov
the ol amunity was
way.

That was a d

rat
varty.  He would show
the Nationalish psriy v
their leadsr said on this gques-

qi o‘rlmr what
tion la it year—
‘ He did not see =

hy there should not
and {reights
L as wers obt: sining
had to do it in the
Siates were doing it

i as it might ba fo the
“and the department and the
sent to go in {ov increased farcs
and irmghtc vet, «o far as onc was able
to judge from the position as it existed
to-day, there appeared to L2 no other
remedy for the position.”

Those declay showed that the Country
party and the Nationalist party slcod for
wereased fares and freights,

My, Corser: You have done it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA

The hon. member came into the House as a
represenfative of the Country party, and how
could he justify the pclisr of increasing fares
and freights to balance the ledger in Quecns

'm an inoreas

3 B4
had

, othpr

T

tions

land? Was he going to exact from the
farmer & ruinous increase in farves and
'1"10‘1" to balance the railwas ledger? Hon.

ncm vers opposite had done if, and said that
wne Government should do it Those hon.
meinbers ciaimed to be the friends of the men
on the land, so that it was just well that
the men on the land should understand the
policy of the Country parts.

OprposITION MEMBERS interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would appeal
to hon. members on my left to give the Min-

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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ister an opportunity of making his statement.
They will realise the importance cof the
matter under discussion. I understood from
the leader of the Opposition last night that
the Opposition were very anxious to get the
information now being given by the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: To
show that the policy of raising fares and
freights was not confined to the hon. member
for Alber t, or the hon. member for Windsor,
he would quote what the hon. member for
Warwick said—

*“ He was afraid they were shirking to

a large extent the real point which ought

to receive first consideration from the

) nittce. He contended that the rail-
made to

wa should be pay. He
believed that the only proper way to
achicving the end the Commissioner and

the Government should have in view was

by an allround incrcaze in fares and

freights.”
If the people of Queensland were satisfied to
make up the railway deficicney in that way,
that was their responsibility; but he mis
d the sentiment of the people if ther
were prepared to change this Government
with their prezent railway policy for one
willing to pile up the agony in the shape of
increased fares and freights

The matier of employees and train mileage
had been suggested as a standard of com-
parison to ascertain whether the lway
Departnient undar the Labour Adiministra-
tion had been well or ill governed. He would
quote figures for the pmlml before Lmbour
came into office, and du“mrr Labour’s control,
{0 «how what had taken place in the maficr
of employees. After he had dealt with thar
ratter on a previous ocrarion, the hon, mem-
Lor for Enoggera questioned the accuvacy of
his figures.  He submitted his fgures with
the remarks of the hon. member to_an officer
in the department, who minuted the papers
ax follows—

“ Figures quoted by the Ministor arve
quite correct.’”’

Mr. Kern: So far as thoy wenf, I sald,
Tha SECRETARY FOR RAILW!

The hon. member did not perhayss unde

that, in the first place, the comparison
compiled for some years in a very unwltr ac-
oYV way.
}»ir. Kgrr: That is right, Thewe are the
5 T quoted.

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
These figures were taken from the paysneets
and certifted to by the chief accountant as
beoing correck.

Mr. Kerr: You accused me unjustly there.
T said you were correct as far as you went,
My figures were also correct.

The SECRETARY I‘OR RAILWAYS
The hon. member was only auotm;‘r portion
of the employees. He (A LﬂlCCPAb{,) was
quecting the whole of the ("ilpIOyCQS, which
was a fair comparison.

Mr. Xerr: I was quite honest about the
whole show; you are not. I quoted the whole
of the figures, and you did not.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
thought it was necessarr to deal with these
points, because there was no doubt that hon.
members oppnsite would follow the policy
they had invariebly followed before—thev
would deal in vague generalitics, and not
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come down to concrete facts and stick to the
figures given by the Commissioner and his

officers.  The comparison with regard to
employees was as follows:—
In 1920 there were 16,283
In 1921 there were 15,899
Decrease as compared with previous o
years 924
Talke the record of the T01y Admxmsmahorp—
In 1912 there were ... ... 12,900
In 1914-15 there were ... . 14,936
Increase m2,056

Under Tory administration employees in-
creased by 983, and train miles decreased by
117,750.

Mr. Xoore: Are construction
included in those figures?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

No, not construction workers, but tompman
as well as permanent workers—

workers

1814-15 14,536
1920-21 15,859
Increasec ‘wgé

The increase of employecs in the three years,

undel the Tory Administration was 2,036. and
under Labeour Government 963, or a differ-
ence of 1,073 in favour of Labour Adminisira-
tion. ITon. membors opposite  had the
audacity to assert that the Railway Depart-
ment was overmanned. The figures he had
given shewed the true Y)O%ltmr Did those
hvuros prove bad management?

Mr. Corser: The figures are drawn up to
smt you.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FCR RAILWAYS: It
was an astounding revelation to find that the
party which tallked about overstafiing and
bad mansgement were responsible for “Aood-

ing the service to the ecnormous exten: he
had mentioned in three years. The com-
parison with regard to embployees and train
miles was—
Employees—
1912-13 13,982
1913-14 14,865
Increasc .. 933
Train miles—
1912-13 11,464.061
1913-14 11,346,334
Decrease ‘?7756

He would give the following comparison in
connection with Labour Administration last

year:—
Employees—
1920 16,823
1921 15,399
Decrease - 924
Treain miles—
1820 10,443.619
1921 10,735,723
Increase 2527&
Employces  had decreased by 854 under

Labour ad*mms*ratlon and train miles had
increazed by 292,104, Those figures were
astounding. (\Jpposmlon laughter.) Hon
wembers opposite were astonished at them.

Mr. Mcore: We are.

{13 OcroBzR.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
had given e%ery comparison that hon. mem-
bers opposite asked for. -

Mr. Moore: Not yet, I want the decrease
in train miles from 1914

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
had given the resalt of the Tory Administra-
tion as against the rcsults achieved under
the Labour Administration. The figures he
had given showed that the Government stood
for efficiency and sound methods.

OrrostrioNn MEMBERS interjecting,

The CITAIRMAN: Order! I have already
appealed to hon. members on my left to
give the Minister an opportunity of-stating
his case. They emphasised the fact that they
were anxious to get information, and I hope
they will show their anxiety by unot inter-
jecting while the Minister is speaking. The
Premier has stated that hon. members will
have an opportunity of dealing with the
Minister’s statement.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
would give hon. members another quotation,
which they might follow closely to see if
there was any weakness in regard to the
comparison—-

“ Employees per mile of railway in
1914, 3.17; employeses per mile of railway
in 1921, 2.76.°

Where was the proof of over-staffing ?

My, J. H. C. Roserrs: Where did the
incresse in train miles take place?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Was the hon. gentleman going to challenge
the figures of the Commissioncer? It did not
mittor ¢re the incrrase took place. The
fizures he had given, he was certain, were
astounding to the Opposition.

Mr. Vowens: They are. (Opposition laugh-
ter.)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: e
dﬁl\Cd the Cpposition to consider them seri-
ously before they again recklessly criticized
yeiliray  adininistration. Hon. gentlemen
were endeavouring to bhe facetious and to
discountenance the value of the figures, but
tl‘ev could not detract one iota from the force
of the compariszons,

[

My, FrercHeEr: What was the deficit for

the year?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He would deal with the cghmt Hver
since he had entered Parliament in 1912, he
bad contended that in ¢ young country like
Queensland freights and fares should be kept
down to a reasonable margin. There was
nothing new about that—it was a truism.
St2ll as the Bemetarv for Railways, he had
an opportunity of helping to preserve that
policz.

My, K=rr: The earnings on the Queensland
railways per head are greater than they are
in any State in Australia. That shows that
your fares snd freights are higher.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Thev were not. The hon. member would
find that the Quecnsland fares and freights
had not increased proportionstely anything
like they had in other States. Befors he
became Minister of the Crown he had con-
tended that the railways should be considered
in a similar relationship to the community
as education; that was, that as far as powssib le
they should 1O<Tard the railways as a public

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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utility rather than as a profit-making con-
cern. They were ecxpending *considerably
over £1,000,000 a year on education. There
was no profit in that, in a monecy-making
scnse; they did not obteuin any direct return.
Hon. mombms might as honestly and logi-
cally designate that expenditure a deﬁmencv

Mr, FLETCHER: It is totally different.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There was no differenze; there was a sound
logical relationship. The results from educa-
tion were indirect. Boys and girls were
being turned out in thousands every year
able to battle successfully not only for them-
selves but for the country. The State real-
ised that an ecducated community was most
likely to succeed in competition with other
comumunities which were not so well educated.
That was why the people of Queensiand and
of other States voluntarily took upon them-
selves the task of providing free education.
Algmnr“ by analogy, the great land monopo:
list and income tax pavers in Queensland
ought to_be prepared to pay a fair share

towards helping to develop the great un-
peopled portions of Qucensiand.
GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That was the railway policy of the Queens-
land Government, They said that the defi-
ciency on the railway scrvice should be made
up by the great land monopolists—by those
who o"rnod valuable property in Queen street
and by those who were respensible for large
income tax payments. By making up ‘che
deficiensy  fros: the consolidated revenue,
the burden was thus being shaved by those
people.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTs:
country pay it.

The #SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Not proportionately. If they increased
freighls and fares, ‘rho man in the (‘ountly
“omd pay encrmously more than he was
paying under their present system. The
grveat  Queen-street landowners and  the
wealthy companies were making up the defi-
ciency on the railways, which would be made
up by the primary producer and the small
mdus’cua1 worker if they adoptad the policy
of increasing fares and freights sufficiently
to balance the ledger. Iie was surprised at
any member of the Country party suggesting
the increasing of fares and freights sufficiently
to balance the ledger.

Mr. Vowres: Who asked for it?
The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:

That was the logic of the interjections and
arguments of hon. members opposite. The
hon. member for Albert had asked for it.

Ir. CorsER: No, he had not.

The SECRETARY FCOR RAILWAYS:
The leader of the Nationalist party and the
hon. member for Warwick had asked for if.
Not _only were land sottlement and sgricul-
tural  production involved, but mining
development also was affected. The whole of
the industries of the State, as well as the pro-
ducer and industrial worker, were benefited
by the present policy. To unduly increase
fares and freights in order to balance the
ledger would be disastrous to country interests,
Some incrcase might be made in order to
reduce the deficit, but the whole deficiency
could not be made up without a crushing
brrden of taxation being placed on the
primary producer. As an ideal he certainly

[Hon. J. Larcomle,
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believed that their railways should be as free
as their roads and education. The financial
cxigencies of the situation prevented that at
the present time. They were not able to
saddle the consolidated revenue with the
whole of the cost. He believed it would be
a sound policy to have free railways, and he
kaopad to live long cnough to see that policy
adopted. At one time it was considered just
as absurd and ridiculous to advocate free
roads as it now was to advocate free railways.
1t was not long since they hud tollbars in
Queensland. Men at that time claimed that
roads should not be frec and education
should not be free. When their financial
condition was such as to justify the change.
he lmpod it would be accepted. Speaking “of
free -ducation reminded him that Herbert
Spencer, the great individualistic ])hllosophm
the tin god of hon. members opposite, built
up a mmvellous fabric of logical argument
to show the disastrous vesult which would
ascrue from free education. Notwithstandirg
the marvellous genius and education of
Spencer, his arguments had beeu falsified
by wetusl results. He believed that. if they
had free railways, those who snecred, jeerel,
and ridiculed such a suggrstion to- dav would
lave their arguments falsified by experience.

Ay, Branp: You belicve in taxing the
people to the tune of £5,000,000 to pm\;d’
fres railways?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
bslieved in readjusting the burden more
cquitably. Hon. members had the audacity
to talk about the railway deficiency. What
right have they to talk about it? Did they
not hand over to the present Administration
an accumulated deficit of £8,500,0007 Yet
thery had the effrontery to tall about the
railway deficiency !

My, Comrsnr: We did not.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. gentleman was telling an untruth.

Mr. Corszr: I am not. You are trying to
twist the facts to suit yourself.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The accumulated deficiency when the Labour
Administration took over was £8,500,000.

Mr. VowLes: You said we were responsible,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Tory Administrations of Queensland
were responsible. Hon. members opposite
talked of the accumulated Labour deficit. The
same Labour members were not there now,
but it was the same party. So it was the same
party on the other side. The leader of the
Opposition had been a member of the House
much longer than he had. The hon. gentle-
man was a member of the party which for
many years showed railway defictencies. The
present Government deficiency had been buils
up during a period unparalleled in the history
of Qucnr’slaﬂd and of the world., Never pre-
viously in the history of mankind had such a
war, in the magnitude of its consequences,
been fought. Hon. members epposite had
built up most of their deficiencies in the good
times, when wages were low, material was
ch@ap, when there were favourable seasons,

and when there was no war to contend
against.
Mr Corsgr: They built up surpluses, too,

and vou do not deduct them from the
deficiency.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

He was giving the hon. member the actual
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figures. He would give him further figures
if he would receive them—
Deficit.
Over Five-year
Period.
£
Victoria ... 2,031,000
Western Australia 1,370,000
South Australia . ... 1,045,000
South Africa (accumulated) 3000 000
For One Year.
England {1919) ... ... 41,000,000
U.S. America (1920) . 45,000,000
France (1920) . . 42,000,000

Last year the deficiency was only 33.45 per
cent of the expenditure.

Mr., Corser: Read the surpiuses and put
them against that £8,500,000.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He had given hon. members a fair com-
parison.

Mr. Corsgr: You have given the years of
losses and will not deduot them from the
years of gain.

Mr. Fiercuer: By a fair comparison, your
lossis would total £80,000,000.

The SECRLETARY FOR RAILWAVS:
For years past hon. members had hurled
charges at the railway administration. Very
seldor 1 had he risen to reply, and he desired
to geb these figures into ¢ Hansard” by way
of renly to the charges which had been made.
The quotation of fhese fizures was all that
was necessary to dissipate effectively the mis-
apprebension which the speeches of hon.
members opposite created. Az far as pos-
sible, he was sticking to fack s culled from
various reports, and was not giving lis own
apision. He would give some more facts
relating to railway deficits in other States
and countries where their Tory friends were
in power—

[13 OcToBER.]
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Ruilway Poresntage of Deficit
Year. Deficicnéy. to Bxpenditure.
£
1690-1901 - 630,301 59058
1901-1902 513,1:8 5169
1812-1903 477,454 530
1903-1904 . 387,997 4759
1804-1905 | 281,898 3460
{
[9.30 p.m.}

Mr. VOWLES :
in Amecrica?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Absolutely.  But, notwithstanding that the
financiers also were Tories, thev had such
fuith in the credit of the Queens]and Govern-
ment that they advanced them 12,000,000
dollars. That was a most wonderful vindica-
tion of Labour policy, from New York, the
most exacting centre in the world, which
gobbled up, as the “ Courier” said, their
12 000,000-dollar loan in half an hour.

He wanted to give a few newspaper ox-
tracts to indicate the conditions of railways
in other countries. In an issue of the
“Courier” of August, 1921, they found a
heading demhng With South African rail-
ways as_‘‘ Profoundly Unsatisfactory.”” And
in the issue of the “ Daily Telegraph’ of
September, 1921, there was the foHowmg —

‘“The Indian Railways Committee’s
report states that the existing railways

Is there a Tory Government
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are entirely inadequate to meet the needs
of the country, and that the Government
does not provide adequate funds. Thus
the system is paralysed. Bribery in con-
nection with wagon allotments has grown
into a system of organised blackmail.”

“ Courier”’ announced that the Canadian

l'ailways were practically bankrupt, but the

‘ Montreal Star” of 8th August, 1921, con-
tained the report of a speech by Mr R.
Lanctot, who, inter alia, said—

“The railways of Canada, said Mr.
Lanctot, represented 1,200,000,000 dollars
of the public money, and it meant a
a deficit of 70,000,000 and an additional
165,600,000 dollars for upkeep, which had
been voted last year. What was the use
of adding to an investment which pro-
duced nothing but deficits 77

That was in a Tory-governed country. He
was endeavouring to show that where there
were Tory administrations there were not
only railway deficiencies but also that they
were cnormous in extent. If the argument
of hon. members wers sound, they would
find that there were deficicncies only in States
where Labour administrations e\lst‘d but
it was a world-wide complaint.

Mr. FrercHiR: Does not the Commissioner
say that those comparisons are often very
crroneous ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Where was the relation between the inter-
jection and his quotation? Now ho wanted
to indicate what the *“ Railway Age,” a New
York paper, said concerning the United
States railways— R

“The fact cannot be too strongly em-
phasised that from the standpoint of its
earnings and oxpenses, the railroad sys-
tem is, to-day, absclutely bankrupt.”

That was proof that railway deficits were
general, that they existed where there was no
Labour administration, but where thers oppo-
pents held ab:olute sway. They knew that,
if they had contrel in Quoensland they
could only avoid deficits by imposing a crush-
ing burden of fares and freights on the
primary producers. They knew that the
criticism{ of hon. members opposite was
largely gallery play and political fireworks,
based upon a desire to discredit the Govern-
ment in relation to' railway control and
administration generally. There had been
a remarkable change in the feelings of the
electors during the last week. If the Govern-
ment party had spent £20,000 on propaganda,
they could not have obtained a greater result
than the American loan produced. It was
the greatest vindication of policy that a
Labour Administration had ever had.

Mr. Fry:

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It was just twelve months and four days

since they had put it to the test, and they
were returned. (Interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Put it to the test.

When they were beaten on the Council
abolition question by 60,000 votes, they put
it to the test and they came back. After

the Federal elections hon. members said,
“ Put 1t to the test,” and they won again.
They had a record that no other Government
in Australia had—(Opposition cheers and
laughter)—a record, he repeated, that no

Heon. J. Larcombe.]
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other Government in the British Empire had
—(uproar)—because, during the currency of
the war and its immediate aftermath they
had been returned on three successive occa-
sions. (Government cheers.) Could hon.
members point to another place where that
had happened? The Government of New
South Wales fell, Governments throughout
the world had fallen, but they had gone on
21l the time and there was no doubt about
the result of the next appeal to the electors.
(Renewed interruption.) Hon. members had
only one chance, and they lost it. The Ameri-
can loan had changed th> whole complexion
of the political situaticn.

Mr. Fermycks: And now they are all com-
ing cap in hand asking for some of it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Here were some further increases in the rail-
way expenditure :—

‘“ SALARIES AND WAGES BiLL.—

£
1914-15 1,743,000
1920-21 3,782,000
Increase ...&£2,039,000

“ Repucrion oF Houmrs.—

’ Per cent

Clerks and telegraphists ... 23%

Stationmasters, night officers,
and relief officers . 20

Ipswich Workshops, fettlers,
carpenters, and all tradesmen 8%
‘“ OVERTIME PAYMENT.—After eight hours.”

There were several large items on which he
would not enter into detail. Hon. members
had frequently asserted that the Government
had placed railway emplovees beyond their
control by putting them under an Arbitration
Ceurt, which had given them substantial
increases, and that they were suffering for it.
Under the Tory Administration the railway
workers were starved. The present Govern-
ment were compelled to give them something
like a living wage when they came into
power; and yet they had members like the
hon. member for Oxley talking about abolish-
ing their industrial machinery. Hon. mem-
bers opposite passed the Industrial Coercion
Act, while the present Government repealed
that Act and passed the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, giving to the railway workers of
Queensland the right of industrial citizenship.

Mr. Comrser: And now you admib you made
a mistake.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No.
Did hon. members rcalise that, when they
advocated the abolition of that industrial
machinery, they advocated industrial
anarchy ?

Mr. ELpHINSTONE: Rubbish!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member was a good judge of rubbish,
particularly Darra rubbish and co-operative

fruit rubbish, The hon. member had de-
veloped an irritable, irascible, ohjectionable
method when he spoke or interjected.

(Toterruption.) He would 1ike to know by
what right the hon. member presuined
dogmatically to impose his views on the
Committee. What record had he as a busi-
ness man to justify him in dictating to the
Reuilway  Minister ‘or Commissioner what
policy they should pursue?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: An abso-
lute failure.

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Let
the hon. member take a lesson from the
leader of the Country party and the Natioral-
ist party, and acquire some of their modesty
and restraint.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Like you have got.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Let
him not presume to usurp the functions of
the leader of the Opposition or the National-
ist party. There was no need for sny hon.
member to drag the question of railway
administration down to personalities. The
hon. member for Oxley had done it, but he
hoped that he would be the last. Let hon.
members epposite who advocated the aboli-
tion of industrial arbitration remember that
they were advocating industrial anarchy.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Rubbish !

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And
he repeated that the hon. member was a
good judge of Darra and co-operative fruit
rubbish.

Mr. ErpHINSTONE: It is rubbish all the
same.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:-

Hon. members opposite did noi realisc the
significance of their advocacy of the abolition
of the court. What would result? Strikes
and lockouts. They would have the farmers’
produce rotting and the whole trade of the
State dislocated. They would get to the
position that occurred in England and other
countries, where there were not only strikes
and lockouts, but their attendant violence
and lawlessness. (Interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order! I have
already pointed out that every member has
twentv-five minutes if h: desires to take
advantage of it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ile
was not claiming that the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act had brought about an industrial
paradise. No industrial legislation could
abolish industrial unrest absolutely, but sane,
rational legislation could reduce to a mini-
mum industrial unrest, and that was what
they had done in Queensland. Knibbs’s latest
statistics gave the following striking figures
of working days and wages lost in the fourth
quarter of 1920 in the various States:—

Total | ‘Tptul
Numher | Isti-
—_— of | mated
Workicg | Irssin
Days lost Wages.
|
!
; £
New fouth Wales 375,629 ¢ 276,605
Vietoria ... . 107.765 79.976
Queensland 21,410 13.971
South Austraiia 53.775 | 31717
Western Australia 28,430 | 20,289

In regard to the number of working days
and wages lost, Queensland stood better than
any other State in Australia. ¥le had not
quoted Tasmania, because it was hardly
large enough for the purpeses of comparison.
They hed that eloquent tribute paid to
Queenlsand industrial legislation in the facts
and figures set out in Knibbs’s Common-
wealth statistics. They found that the work-
ing days lost were enormously more in Tory
States than in Queensland, and the loss in
was enormously greater in other States




Supply.

as compared with Queensland. In his brief
introduction, what he had stated in regard
to railwe administration would serve to
dissipate some of the misapprehensions pre-
viously existing.

The Government regre etted the necessary
curtailment in the railway staff, which
was rendered necessary lazgely by the reduc-
tion in revemue. No hon. member would
contend that a reduction of £130,000 in
revenne in three months did not necessarily
necessitate some adjustment to the railwa
staff, and, as far as possible, thej had
meade it as light as they were able, and
where there was a probability of the work
beeoming normal they had pooled the work
and the men were geneloublv accepting
in many cases a loss of a day a fOltILght
in order that theiv comrades might be con-
tinued in  employment. \Iotmlthstandmg
what had been said by their opponents about
the havshness of that policy, what was the
policy of their opponents in dealing with a
similar matter some years ago? In the year
1914-1915, which was a normal vear before
the Labour party came into power, the Tory
Administration decided not to pay the rail-
wavmen their automatic increases.

Mr. BeesixeToN : How could it be normal?
War had been declared. Why won’t you be
truthful? You are not truthful.

The CTTATRMAN: Order! T ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement,

The TREASURER: I rise to a point of
order. I do not think that hon. members

oppos should be allowed, on every con-
(Ql\an‘ opportunity, to insult hon. members

¢ this side of the Chamber. The hon.
member fer Drayton said, “You are not
truthful,” =nd that is distinetly unparlia-

MANLALY.
The CHAIRZIAN: Order! The hon.
m»m‘oer for Drayton distinctly said that the
vs statement was untruthful. Hon.

arce not privileged to use offes 1~xw~,
and 1 therefore suggest that the
member should withdray it.

hon.

Mr, BeesixeToN: I withdraw;
an incorrect statement.

The SICRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The vesr 1914-15 was not an abnormal vear,
Lecsuse the effects of the great war had not
boon felt. They were reflected in succeeding
CATS, ‘»\'hen the Cabinet decided to with-
kald these auvtometic increasss there was no

but it was

war. It was before war was declared. In
1002 and 1904 their opponents passed special
retrenchment  Acts to reduca salaries. In

1802 the valaries were reduced in the following
way

Salaries. 1902 Act. 1904 Act.

Per cent.  Per cent.
£451 and over ... 15 5
£301 to £450 25 .. 6%
£181 to £300 10 5
£101 to £150 7 33

In addition to that a poll tax on all salaries

over £101 was levied, in addition to sacking

liundreds of men.

Ir. BEBBINGTON: T rise to a point of
order. 'The Minister is making a misstate-
ment. ¥He said that the automatlc increases
were withheld before war was declared. I
was at the meeting of the party after war
was declared when that was decided upon.

{13 OcToBER.]
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The Taeastrer: They were withheld from
the lst July.

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
declared.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
What moenth and what year was war
declared?  That decision was arrived ab
before war was declared.
~ My, BessiNgtoN: No; I was at the mect-
ing.

The Treasurrr: Was the hon.
the Cabinet meeting ?

Mr. BespixgTON: It was not a Cabinet
mecting ; it was a caucus meeting.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They were told that it was only the Labour
party that had a caucus, but the hon. member
for Drayton now informed the Committeo
that his party had a caucus, too. He would
like briefly to intimate the position in regard

After war was

member at

to unemployment in other countries. The
“Daily Bail” of 5th September, 1921,
stated—

“Revolutionary  administration and

lawless demands of the unemployed in
London indicate th(, gravity of lingland’s
economic position.”
The “ Daily Telegraph”
the following headings—
“ Serious Trouble at Dundee.”
¢ Police use Batons Freely.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I do not think
the Minister is quite in 01d01 in dealing
with the question of unemployment, exceps
in so far as he is able to link 1t up with the
railwav administration. The hon. gentle-
man will not be in order in discussing the
general question of unemployment.

The SECRIETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He admitted that; but, according to the
criticism of hon. membms opposite, the cur-
tanmen* in the railway service was something
peculiar to a Labour Coverament, and he
was endeavouring to show that a curtailment
in the ¢tzff wes taking place in other coun-
tries, not only so far as State activities
were concerned, but so far as private activi-
ties were concerned. A lot of the trouble in
Quecnsland was really due to the wholesale
sacking of men by private employers. In
the United States there were, approximately,
5,060,000, and in England, appreximately,
3,600.000 unemployed, and in other countries
a similar propertion in relation to the popu-
lation. That should prove that the unem-
ployment cxisting in Qucensland was not
pecular to this State.

Mr., Corsgr: The hon. gentleman
gcing to fix all those things up.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
Curtailment in the railway selw(’o had taken
slace in the United States of America, New
Zealand, and all other countries to a greatm
oxtent than in Queensland.  “The Railway
Department had gone in for a policy of
cconomy, and had shown a saving of approxi-
mately £216,000 on the cxpenditure of last
vear, I‘aklnfr into consideration the facts he
had mentloned hon. members would see that
there would be a big reduction in revenue
at least for the first six months of the finan-
cial year, and probably for the whole twelve
months, brought about by circumstances over
which the Government had no control. He
had shown that in other States where their

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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opponents were in power, deficiencies existed
to a greater extent. The Labour Govern-
ment did not enforce an increcase in freights
and fares during the currency of the last
financial year. And that showed that the
present railway control was sound and
satisfactory.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : In the limited time
at his disposal he proposed to reply to some
of the matters referred to by the Diinister.
It would be impossible for one, without
perusing the figures, to criticise them. The
hon. gentleman had said the figures were
only relative. It brought back to his mind
the saying of Josh Billings, ‘ Figures never
lie, but liars often figured.” The Premier
had put into ‘“ Hansard” a comparative
table of freights, but he forgot to tell hon.
members that he quoted port rates of Queens-
land and the gencral rates of other States,
snd when they analysed the figures given by
the Minister they would find the same thing
obtained. The Minister did not give the
starting point of the figures, What was the
good of giving the ratio of increase without
giving them the starting point, so as to
cnable them to find the finizhing point? He
challenged the hon. gentleman to produce
the figures. They had been told that it was
the policy of the Government not to make
the railways pay, and that the previous Go-
vernment had accwuulated  deficits  of
£8,000,000—he presumed over a period from
the time of separation until the present Go-
vernment took office. The Minister did not
set off against that figure the accumulated
surpluses gained during that time. If he
locked at page 72 of the Audior-General’s
report, he would {ind that the whole history
of Labour Governments in Queensland had
been one of deficits. In the year 1914-15 the
Tory Government, as they hear so much

about. were able to cthow a surplus of
£48,651. .
At 10 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Cooper, one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the CHATRMAX
in the chair.

Mr., VOWLES: In the very first vear of
Labour administration they put up a deficit of
a little over £500,000, the next year, £737,000,
and next year £1,000,000, the year after
that £1,250,000, the next year £1,229,000, and
last year a record deficit of £1,739,000. The
accumulzted deficits amounted to £6.660,000.
The Government told them that they did
not intond their railways to pay, but, 1f the
Government intended to carry out the policy
advocated at a Labour Conferenca which was
now sitting in Brishane, the community would
have to find the cost of running them and also
the interest on the capital involved. He
would analyse the earnings. They were told
by the Government that it was unfair to
compare any particular year of their Admin-
istration with a pre-war vear. TLast year
there wss an. increase of £319,000 in railway
revanue as compared with the previous year,
What was the proportion of earnings in
1914 as compared with 1916°?

_ The SECRETARY FOR RAWLWAYS: We have not
increased our fares and freights.

My, VOWLES: The hon. gentleman showed
the number of emplovees in the service in
previous years. The whole of that comparison
was in favour of previous Governments,
which were able to employ more men and
get better results out of them. The Commis-

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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sioner’s report showed that the earnings ir
the year cnded 30th June last was £17.72
per man. In 1914, when there were more men
employed, they earned an average of £102.0
per man.

The SECRETARY For RaILways: But the fares
and freights were proportionately higher.

Mr. VOWLES: What was the good of
talking like that? Had there not been
increases in fares and freights since 19147

The Seczerary ror Raimways: And 100 per
cent. increase in materials.

2Mr. VOWLES: He admitted that there
had been a marked increase in the cost of
material. The Auditor-General, on page 73
of his report, said—

“The industrial awards, basic wage,
and extra cost of fuel and stores, ete.,
have been principally responsible for the
increased expenditure (£725,106.)”

The SecRETARY FOR RaiLways: That is a
commendation of our policy.

My, VOWLES : There is still £1,000,000 of
your deficit unaccounted for,

At 10.7 p.m.,

The CrATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. VOWLES: The Minister had had an
increased revenue, but his deficits were
increasing.

The hon. gentleman had referred to politi-
cal influence being used by members of the
Country party to try and interfere with the
Commissioner.  What was done was done
openly, in a letter to the hon. gentleman
himself. It was brought before the notice
of the Country party that something was
heing done which was azainst the policy of
the party—thut certain gatekespers who did
other work besides looking after the gates,
such as selling stamps and issuing tickets,
were being retrenched. Those woraen received
the handsome remuneration of about 15s. a
week. They asked the hon. gentieman to
reconsider the matter, and to retain those
persons in their positions, if possible. Had
they gone to the Commissioner instead of
the Minister they would have been charged
with discourtesy.

The SESRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
would not.

Mr. VOWLES: Mr. Davidson, he knew,
would not disecuss anv matter with him at
ull, but would tell him to go to the Minister.
He thought the reason was that the Commis-
sioner had instructions that he must not dis-
cuss matters with members of Parliament.

Tho SeCRETARY rOR RaArLways: That s
entirely incorruct.

My, VOWLES: That position had existed
when the present Treasurer was Secretary
for Railwars. They were accused in the
House of going to the Clommissioner behind
the dlinister’s back, and were told that the
proper thing was to go to the Minister. To
say that they were trying to undermine the
department, or were acting contrary to what
they had advocated in the past in the House
was not correct. It was the policy of the
Countrr party to go to the head of the
department in any matter they wanted to
have put right.

The SecreTARY FOR RAILWAYS: We do not
complain about that, but your own supporters
complained about what they termed politiecal
interference. They are inconsistent; they
came to me themselves.

No, you
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My, VOWLES: The capital invested in the
railways was £47,265,000, having been
increased from #£45, 676 000" to that amount
at the end of the last financial year. That
involved an additional intercst burden of
£104,000 a year.

Te would like to draw attention to the
balance-sheet which appeared on page 72 of
the Auditor-Gencral’s report, in which they
were shown how the deficit of £1,739.000 was
arrived at. Therc were two intorest items—
one, the interest on the capital involved in
reproductive work—although it did not pro-
duce its own interest; and the other, the
interest on the money expended on rolling-
stock under cons truction and un ropened 11nc~
£158,000. His complaint was in regard to
the Lwre amount of money ]xinw dead in
connection with railway lines under construc-
tion and producing no income. Apparently,
it was the policy of the Government to allow
that work to lie dead, and loss intero;t on
the capital for all time. Previous to the last
clection there was a sum of £27,000 spent at
Toowoomba—for what purpose he did not
know. They were told that the Government
were going to build railway sheds there. It
as a gond election ery to get the hon. mem-
ber for Toowoomba back again. That work
was going to wre(‘k and ruin; it was being
washed away by the rains. There were very
expensive tents in the portion which had been
levelled, which were charged up to loan
account, and which were practically aban-
doned. All classes of plant—shovels, picks,
and barrows—were lying out there at the
merey of the weather, or for anybody to take
away.

The SecrrrarY FoR Rammwavs: The delega-
tion did that.

Mr. VOWLES: The delegation were now
ve:ponsible, according to the Minister, for this
material being left out in the open to depre-
ciate or to be stolen. How could he reconcile
one with the other? If it were the intention
of the Government to bring about the social-
isation of the railways in the direction in
which Labour circles were now moving to
adopt as their poliey for the future—to which
Lon gentlemen would have to subscribe

whether they wished it or not—the sooner the
‘oubhc knew it the better. They could not go
on accumulating deficits year after vear. It
was reaching the breaking point. Was it fair
that the primary producers should have to
find income taxation, pay land taxation in
many cases, and have imposed upon them
mc!mced freights and fares, and ’Lt the same
time suffer the inconvenience they had to
suffer because of depleted rolling-steck and
decreased services? It was not so bad no,
but a little while ago they did not receive
ordinary civility from the rallway employees.
The Goxelnmenf were running provision
stores in connection with the Construction
Branch. Last year the loss on the transaction
was £746. and the accumulated loss to 30th
June. 1921, amounted to £3,165. Would it
not be better to close them up? What right
had they to have experimental stores? What
right had people to be getting from the
Government goods for which® they did not
pay? At the store connected with the
‘Enoggera-Terror’s Creek line there had been
a loss of £928. The same thing applied to
the Mackay-Proserpine line, the Malbon-
Suliecman Creek line, the Blackall-Windorah
Jine, and the Merinda-Bowen line—where the
loss had been £1,758. Those bad debts should
not have been incurred. They knew very
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well that in the Bowen district, where those
stores were situated, a huge amount of money
had heen doled out in velief. At pages T5
and 76 of his report the Auditor-General
said-—

““It has been the practice to have a
general  stocktaking of all stores and
material throughout the State carried out
by the railway audit staff every two
yvears. Under ordinary circumstances
this stocktaking became due at the close
of March last, but, in view of the favour-
able nature of the last reports of my
inspector, who examined the accounts of
thé four prineipal stores, and also the
present great need for economy, it was
decided to allow the samc to stand over
for at least another year.”

That matter was open to suspicion. His
opinion was that the stores had been depleted,
and where they had had thousands of pounds
in the past in assets they did not have them
now. It should be the practice ecvery year to
have a report of all the assets in connecction
with those departments.

A TGovernyENT MeMpER: Is not that the
Auditor-General’s work?

Mr. VOWLES: The Auditor-General was
responsible to Parliament. He was mnot
giving them the criticisms he should give
in connection with many matters. There had
been » very marked difference in the atti-
tude of the Auditor-Gencral during the last
few years.

The SeCRETARY FOR RAILWays
make him a political partisan.

Mr. VOWLES: He would not present him

: You want to

with a gold-mounted walking stick. Who
was responsible for that?
The SEcCRETARY FOR AGRICULTTURE: A mean

thing to say. )
Mr, VOWLES: What right had a Minister

to present an officer like that with a valuable
present ?

The SuECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
I did?

Mr. VOWLES: He did not say the hon.
gentleman did. He understood 1t was the
Treasurer. It was indecent for that sort of
thing to happen. Then there was a criticism
of himself and the hon. member for Oxley
in the first page of the report. He knew
that that was going in the report a week
before the report was issued. He heard it
in the street, and was also told that it was
inspired by the Premier.

The SECRETARY FOR RaILwavs:
unfair to say that.

Mr. VOWLES: He was not the only one
who had heard it.

The Treasvrer: Why did you not come
to me to find out the facts?

Mr. VOWLES: Would the hon. gentle-
man give him (Mr. Vowles) a gold walking
stick to keep quiet? IHe did not want one.
A huge sum of money was being expended
in the Railway Department in overtime.
There should not be that expenditure. One
man was ﬂeftmg more than he was legiti-
mately entitled to, and another was kept out
of a job.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot
avoid it in connection with the running
staff.

Do you say

It is very

Mr. Vowles.]



1404  South Brisbane, Etc., Bill.

Mr. VOWLES: In many cases it could be
avoided if they had a better supervision of
some of the trains and men had to give a
legitimate excuse before they were entitled
to overtime. In the past a man would be
penalised for being late with his train. Now
he was being rewarded, because he received
double pay. That should not be.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): This was the
most important vote, because it indicated the
most disastrous results. In spite of the brave
attempt of the Secictary for Railways, it
had to be admitted that this was a most mis-
managed department. The Minister had
been ill-advised in referring to the Darra
cement works, If the Railway Department
had been managed a quarter as well as that
company, it would not be in the position it
was in to-day. The Darra Cement Company
was a paying proposition, and everyone was
pointing to it as one of the coming indus-
tries of Queensland. To sidetrack attention
from the disastrous dry vot in the Railway
Department, the Minister referred to that
industry, They all knew the amount of the
deficit on the railways, and ther wanted to
find some way of improving the position. It
was not caused because Queenzland had
gone back. Tt was not because they had no
a rcasonably businesslike Commissioner. Tt
was bocause the gentlemen opposite were
driven by oxtremists. Other Governments
succeeded because they would not be driven.
No services had been curtailed in the city,
b}xt the primary producer had been hit evefy
time. He had been to the Commissioner
that day to try and have reinstated a train

which had been taken off. In the West some
lines i

were beecoming  rustr  which, under
the previous Adymlnlstration, were payable
propositions.  When the last Government

weiit out of office the rolling-stock, lines,
and buildings were in good order. As far
north as th'e_v. liked to go to-day they would
ferld the buildings in a dilapidated eondition.
Why had the first clasg carriages half the
screws out?  Because the Government were
a screw looze and did not face things in a
businesslike spirit. At present 1t was almost
umpossible to live off the main line.
Nothing had ever been done wunles: the
people were provided with means of com-
munication. If the Government were their
own masters they would alter the present
conditions, which were making the lot of the
brimary producers much worse, and eventu-
ally would affect the workers. The Govern-
ment’s bad business methods had resulted in
nien being deflated
At 10.30 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro-
vistons of Standing Order No. 306, I now
leave the chair, and make my report to the
House, T

The Houss  resumed. The  CHatRuax
reported progress.  The Comumittee obtained
leave to at again to-morrow.

CITY OF SOUTH BRISBANE LOAN
ACTS AMENDMENT PILL.
SECOND READING.

The TREASURER (Flon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington): On an earlier stage I really
made a second resding specch on this Bill,

he South Brisbane (ity Council had
authority under the Act of 1897 to borrow
certain - moneys.  They have borrowed or
raised by debentures £105,000, which has to

[Mr. Vowles.
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Contractors’, Htc., Bill.

be renewed very shortly, and this is' merely
an enabling Bill.to give them authority to
renew the debentures or borrow on suitable
debentures sufficient money to liquidate the
existing debentures. We, then, infend to
bring them into the same category in regard
to borrowing matters as other local authovi-

ties. They find it more convenient, and so
do we. I move—
“ That the Bill be now resd a second
time.”

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brizhane, in the chair.)
Clauses 1 to 5, both inclusive, put and
passed.
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN

reported the Bill without amendment.
The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-motrrow.

GOVERNMENT INSCRIBED STOCK ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

The TREASURER : This Bill is really in
the same category a: the last one; and my
second reading speech was rcally made on
the introductory stage. It was introduced
for the purpose of giving greater facilities to
minors and widows in respect of the transfer
of Government inscribed stock bwlonging to
fathers or hushands. It simplifizs procedure
for probate and stamp duty purpases. There
is nothing in the Bill berond that. except
that we are putting trsnsmissions of inscribed
stock on the sime bazis 25 those of favings
Bank money. I move

“That the Bill be now read 5 second
time.”

Question put and pewved.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
lauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
he House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported the Bill without amendment.
The third reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

C
T

CONTRACTORS AND WORKMEN'S
LIEN ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SecoND READING.

Tox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
ovi—
““That the Bill be now read a sceond
time.)”
The principle of this Bill is well known to all
hon. members, who exprested approval of 1t
cu the initiatory. stages, It provides for
glving proscction to sub-contractors in respect
of any work ther may do for contractors,
Question put and passed.
COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Clauses 1 to 12, both inclusive, put and
passed.
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported the Bill without amendment.
The third reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.





