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Jud"es' Reti1emen! Bill. [13 OcTOBER.] Gouemment Loan Bill. 13/l 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Jfurec) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO:K. 
RETURN OF FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS, SOLICI· 

TORS, AND CONVEYANCERS. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul), without notice, 
asked the Attorney-General-

" \Vhen will the return in rez·nd ta 
fees paid to barristers and solicitors, 
asked far by the House on 30th Septem
ber last, be ready for prcsentatian to tlw 
House; also, if the similar return askc'd 
for last sec ,ion, on 1st December, 1920. 
will be 1nade aYailahle at the snn1H 
tin::o: " 

'Ihe ATTORNEY-GE:.JEUAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, P!iniers) replied-

" The return to which the hon. member 
referred i::! now in course of pr-eparation, 
and the rdnrn which he asked for last 
session will be presented at the same 
tin1c.'' 

GOVER:.!ME~T LOA:.J BILL. 
ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Deputy Governor Df a meserrge con
veying His Excellency's assent to this Bill. 

Hun. JV. Bettram J 
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SGPREYfE COURT BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

The ATTORKEY-GE)JERAL !Hon. J. 
:Vlullun, Flind crs) : I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

The Bill 11as or·dPrcd to be tralHllittcd to 
th'2 Legislative Council, for their concurrence, 
by 1nc-:sagc iu the u:;;ual for111. 

SUPPLY. 
RESU:l!IPTION OF Co~DIITTEE-EIGnTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 

(J£1'. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 
DEPARTMEKT OF PUBLIC \VORKS. 

COURT OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION. 

Question stated-That £5,796 be granted for 
" Court of Industrial Arbitration"-

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): This ,ote gaye 
them an opportunity of showing how ass>S
tance should be given in running easily the 
machinery of industry. It was natural for 
Parliament to take a keen interest in the 
legislation they passed. It was no use their 
passing legislation unless thev watched its 
subsequent results. No one co,;ld gainsay the 
fact that conciliation and arbitration were 
essential for this community. The whole of 
thf' credit for the adoption of conciliation 
and arbitration was not due to this Govern
ment. Prior to their coming into po·A er 
wages boards existed which gave satisfaction. 
This was only an extension of the wages 
board system. The Arbitration Court had 
been a succc"x• in a nu1nber of ways, notvvith
standing many pinpricks in I' gard to the 
a wards \vhich £ron1 ti n1o to tin1e \Ye re issued. 
Because of various happenings outside, con
ciliation and arbitration to-day was rather 
an important question. He would quote some 
authorities on the subject-

" Hon. C. C. Kingston, K.C .. ~d.L.C. 
(Barrister and ex-Attorney-General of 
South Australia).-In favour of State 
conciliation and arbitration. Forn1ation 
of one head hoard with local boards for 
de":li':g with local cases. Registration of 
~oc1ehcs and unions. ..._4_\vards to be 1naJt-) 
compulsory and enforced by remedies." 

"Hon. Edmund Barton. K.C .. M.L.C. 
(Barrister and late Speaker of the Legis
lat~,·e A:odembly, 2'\ew South \Vales).
Thmks no reasonable man can doubt thoe 
wisdom of having conciliation, whereby 
men holding diil'erent opinions could be 
brought together by authority, and have 
their differences settled. Favourable to 
such a board as is proposed by th" >Jre
sidcnt, but thinks the court d10uld ~ Jly 
act at the request of both parties." 

" Richard Tecce (:Yianager A.M.P. 
Society).-In favour of conciliation and 
arbitration, if decisions arc enforced, 
without "-hich they would not be worth 
a jot. The labouring classes might 
generally accept tbe awards of the court 
of courts, but higl1ly likely they wo-J!d 
not on !natters of grave importance." 

"Hon. :Mr. Justice Windeyer (Judge of 
the Supreme Court).-Thinks conciliation 

[Hon. J. Mullan. 

Suppl;:. 

has onlv to be tried to be found et success_ 
\.Yhether bv mutual consent or legislation, 
mutual cor1sent, after all. must form the 
basis. Considers the experiment of trying 
conciliation worth anythin ;:s it n1ay cost. 't-

·' Alexander Oliver (Registrar Friendly 
Societies).-In favour of primary court of 
~onciliation, with a judicial body always 
in existence in case of failure; the board 
to be representative. :Members should 
have personal lmowledge of tl1e trade 
affected. and the public should also be 
repr0scnted. In favour also of courts of 
arbitration. 

" 1Yilliam Guthrie Spence (General 
Secretary Amalgamated Miners, and Pre
sident Shearers' Union).-In favour of a 
State board o£ conciliation. Board to be 
alwa""s in cxist<>ncc; chairman to be 
appointed by members r"ther than by 
GoYernment; in favour of a retired judge 
as such.'' 

He hoped those YiPws would guide some 
members of the Government. It .had been 
ckarly indicated to them that certain hon. 
members required wise guidance in matters 
of national importance at the present time-

" George R. Bradley (Secretary Marine 
Officers' Aswciation).-In favour of a 
board of cor.ciliation-an equal number 
of members on each side. Believec the 
men would loyally abide b,, its decisions." 

The CH AIRMAK : Order ! I bope the 
hon. gentleman will confine his remarks to
the question of "Court of Industrial Arbitra
tion." 

Mr. KERR: Conciliation and arbitration 
came under the same Act. The machinery 
provided by the Arbitration C'oul"t was 
economical, and provided an avenue for the 
dispensing of jmtice to all parties. . The 
object of it.; f'stablishm_ent was to. m? natiOnal 
prosperity by preventing a per;od1cal cessa
tion of production and govcrmng the rela
tions between controlled industry and the 
workers; but to-day they were getting away 
vcorv much from that obiective. Thut wao 
why every support shoul~l b? given _by ~he 
Committ ,e to the Industnal Arb1tratwn 
Court as it existed :et pre"ent. It was well 
recognised that th0re were t"-o parties in 
induc,trialism, and they could meet to-day 
on cornrnon gTOt!nd at round-table confer
ences, and, with the aid of hoart-to-hhJ.rt 
talks, decide their diffnenccs, or, if those 
difference'·· still remained, appeal to a judge. 
Such conf0rences of employers and employees 
did nwav with things so detrirrwntal to the 
State as 'the ce·-•ation of work, the operation 
of profiteers, and the ,dP;;:ire of captains of 
industrv and the kn;,rhts of labour to smash 
one an~thor. It \Yould be a rather inglorious 
fight if the employer sat down and took 
everything that was coming his way without 
a st1:nggle. It vvould be very oneS,ided; yet 
the workers "·ere rather inclined to resent 
any kirk from tlw other si-ck Round-table 
conferences were the sort of thing that was 
g-ain~ to dicpcnse with that. How much 
bett~~- the rommunitv would be if they could 
have in Queensland' such machinery to deal 
y;ith industrv and retain what they already 
had! He \\~as strc ·sing round-tablo confer
encE'' ?,nd goodwill tm1 ards all men-which 
was what Australians were noted for. To-day 
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that goodwill had been smashed by those 
persons who had the reins of government in 
·Queensland. He did not say the Premier was 
responsible, but some of thosr behind him 
were. and he must either shoulder the rc<pon
eibility or get out. Sir Samuel Griffith, on 
the ~amo question, said-

" Tho law could not enforce the accept
ance of his advice. Conciliation could 
only succeed if it acquired tho confidence 
of the peor.le." 

That wa, perfectly true. LttPrances had been 
made and printed and distributed and used 
against wnciliation and arbitration. It 
"earned extraordinary that the Govnnment 
should pass an em ntment dealing with arbi
tration and then take the first opportunity
to discard it. and to denounce something 
that had helped to stabilise the unfort,_,nate 
position between employers and employees. 
Everything vvas done to hara """ and under
mine and hamper what was known as the 
'apitalist. There was really no such thing 
in Queen·dand. The alleg-ed capitalist \vas 
just as much :et v~orkcr in Australia to-day 
as what the·,- called the worker himself. All 
he ~·ot out, of an indLrstry, and the money 
he had invested in it. >'as a reward for 
:-:.crvires r0ndcrerl. Thcrr- were no men going 
round with bulging- pockets with money to 
burn_. If there were. the Goyernment would 
Ycry quickly g-et the money by some means. 

Mr. RYAN: Do you think arbitration bene
fited the railv. ay men? 

:\ir. KEHR: He did. Without taking anv 
notice of what had happened more recontlv 
to confirm it, he wanted to read from a repor't 
of the All Australia Labour Conference, 
'C!ealing with conciliation and arbitration-

" Capitalism could only be abolished 
by the workerc< 1.\niting in one clas•;
conscious econmnic org~".nisation to take 
and hold the mc:>ns of production by 
revolutionary industrial and political 
ac6on. Rcvolutionarv adion mr>ant 
action to secure com})lcto change-viz., 
the nbolition of capitalistic ownership of 
the means of production-whether pri
Yatcly 01' throug-h the State-and the 
establishment in its place of social owner
ship by the whole community." 

The Arbitration Court should be there to 
Btay, and no member of the communit-.· 
should preach revolutionary doctrines an~! 
have them printed and distributed free of 
cost throughout the State. That was tending 
to destroy the Arbitration Court to-day. 

The CHAIRliiAN : Order ! I would like 
to point out to the hon. member, as I have 
previously done, that on this vote he ·can 
discuss the administration of the Arbitration 
Court, but I cannot permit the hon. member 
to discuss revolutionary methods. The object 
of this vote is to discuss the administration 
of the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. KERR : When .he knew of anything 
that mitigated against the successful working 
of the Arbitration Court, he was justific·cl in 
pointing- out the circumstances. To go a 
little bit further, there was what was known 
as the I.W.W. 

The CHAIRMA::'-J: Order ! I would like 
to point out to the hon. gentleman again 
that the object of this vote is to give him 
an<i other .hon. members of the Committee an 
-opportunitv of discussing the administration 
of the Arbitration Court. 

:\lr. KERR: According to the " Govern
ment Gazette" of the 24th February last, the 
Arbitration Court laid down the basic >Yag·e 
fot Queensland. The court had to have 
reg·ar-d, in the first place, to the a .-er age 
prosperity of the industry; and. in the second 
place, to the circumstance-s applying- to indus
trie .. having greater or h>·ocl than average 
prosperity. T.here would be no difficulty in 
fixing a. baBiC' ,,~age for industries of average 
prnpcrity. Ho did not think that the 
standar-d of living- should be brought down 
one iota to-day. The basic wage of £4 5s. 
for a man, wife, and throB children was just 
sufficient to buv the ncce,·~aries o£ life and 
i!l indn3tri0s o( average prosperity thQrc \vas 
no difficulty in passing on any increasf r.; in 
"~ages. "\Vhen all w.- s said and done. 
incrc-·tse·d ·w.ages ''Tero passe-d on to the com
munity, and the community· bore tho cost in 
indin•rt. taxation. To ftx a wag-e for indus
trie:; ,vhich were not Df average prosperity 
\Ya~ a ,~ery big thing. Ivir. Justice McCa-wley 
did not decide that the basic wage should 
apply to all industries, but said that all 
cmc.; would he dealt with on their merit.. 
Tho Gcn'ernn1ent \vere not g0tting O\ ·:r the 
situation by bringing all non-payin~ indu;.;
trie.s under their wing-, and their proposal 
with regard to Mount ~1org-an for the already 
0\·erburdened Railway Dcpartnwnt to take 
over a priYate industry \Yas not a solution of 
th2 difficultv. The onlv solution "·as more 
production. " One Gove~nnwnt mcmbQr had 
spoken nhout under-production in thi6 State. 
The Right Hon. J. R. Clync·,. :VI. P., said-

,, Labour agitator.~ are stating that 
more produrtion moans to 1nan~~ already 
dissatisfied ·workers f:iJnply rnore aL.d 11101'0 

profits to shareholders. \Vhen I read 
statE-ments like that, written b,~ good 
Labour men, I dF~pair of making uni
versJ.l that soun.d instruction in elemen
tary cronon1ic-;: upon 1vhich the a{;( eptance 
of Labour and 60cialistic doctrine must 
finallv rest. If it were truo that more 
prodr~ction merely means more proflt.,. it 
would. of course, mean thot less produc
tion would ,mean lcc.s profiL. The ycry 
reverse is the case." 

The CH~\IR:\IIAK: Order ! 
Mr. KERR: He connected his remarks b_,. 

saying that there was on<' industry to which 
it wns very hard to apply the basic \',·age. 
He thoug.ht he was justifie-d in rdrrring- to 

that matter if he could the1·eb,· 
[4 p.m.} point out some way in which they 

might i1nproYe conditions in an 
indmtr:v which >vas not profitable so as to 
aliow the basic rate of wage to be paid. The 
writer proceeded-

" A low rate of production is not a 
Q'reat embarrassment for the em plover. 
'His profit is made even more · by 
restricted production than by production 
on a scale of abundance." 

The CHAIRMA::'f: Order! I have already 
ea !led the hon. member to order. I do not 
wis,h to ask him to rPsume his seat, but I 
would call his attention to the fact that, 
while in discussing this vote he is entitled 
to discnss the various awards and their 
effects, he is not entitled to continue on the 
line he is taking. 

Mr. KERR: It w"s very difficult to prn
ceed if he was onlv allowed to discuss \he 
administration. · 

The CHAIRMA?\: Order! I have given 
the hon. member quite a wide field for dis
cussion. 

JJi1·. Kcrr.] 
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Mr. KERR : Thoro was only one way of 
getting out of the difficulty, and that was to 
produce more than they were doing to-day. 
Itl connection with the work of t.he Arbitra
tior. Z:ourt, they should take notice of what 
Lord Birkenhcacl, ·who waf: an eminent autho
rity. said-

" \Vhile I believe that any attempt to 
socialise industry would do irreparable 
harm, I also believe just as profoundly 
that a nation-wide effort to hu·nanise it 
would do incalculable good. It is con
stantly com~,lained that the evolution of 
Industry--

The CHAIR::\iAX : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member "·ill pay atention to what I 
ha Ye said, otherwise I shall have to u .. k him 
to resume his seat. I have already indicated 
three timf's that the hon. member will be in 
order in discus.,ing arbitration and its effect 
on inc]u .. tries and the State generally, and 
also the question of awards: but he is not in 
order in discussing the mattcors which he is 
referring to nmY. 

::\1r. KERR: He would tackle the question 
of the Arbitration Court. and what it had 
done as far as preference to unionists was 
conr:crned. 

The Cl-L\IRMA::\f : The hon. member will 
he perfectly in order in doing that. 

:Yir. KERR: He had recentlY ""'ked the 
question of the Atiorncy-Gcncral, and that 
g-entleman had reforr<'d him to ,his (:Ylr. 
Ken·'s) legal adviser. There lverc man~,· n1en 
walking about the streets to-day who· could 
not. get placed on tht: books of the unions. 
Ho cnuld mention two cases that he was 
intcrC'stc{l in. In on-e ra.~e he serured a wan 
a job. Th!: man start·,d, aud joinc·rl up .,, ith 
a. certain union, and kept at '\Vork tvvo day2. 
A.nothcr unjon reprc· E:ntativo came along, 
alJ(l said that he v.a- doing work which came 
under theit· union. Tlw man told him (ML 
Kerr) about it, and he. advised him to go 
and register in that union. The one union 
took a f'ertain an1ount of the 1nun's rnonev. 
and when he went to join the second union 
h2 was told the books wer•c full. That man 
had a familv of Jive. He had to \" ·llk the 
streets, and u ho GU~J"equcntly carne on the 
State for rations. That ·was ono of the 
things that the officials and agitators in the 
T1ad<•s Hall did. That man was debarred 
fro1n eking out a living for a fe\v \Yecks by 
casual \Vork. He thought such small pin
pricks 'hould be l'e nov< d, and that could 
onl:- bo done by giving every support to 
rouncl-ta ble conferences, and cultivating good 
feeling be! ween employers and employees, by 
doing a· ··ay with the knights of labour as 
agaim~t the knjghb of indus-Lr:', and creating 
good-fcJlm, ship. In regard to contentious 
Inatters, redress rou]d be obtained by appoal
inf," to t.ho judge of the Arbitration Court. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH : \Vhat do you 
know about it? 

Mr. KERR: Ho had stu-died the matter 
just as much as the :\iinistcr. He had gone 
tr) sec -t-he Director of Labcur in a number 
of cases. and inquir0d into 1nattcrs. lie 
lwped that the pinpricks which were so 
apparent to-day would be removed by the 
judge of the Arbitration Court instead of only 
suspending for a period the preference to 
unionists clause. The unions should not 
uttempt to prevent men from taking jobs 
instead of sitting in the Trades Hall playing 
card'. The quicker the Arbitration Court 
stepped in and immediately deregistered any 

[Mr. Kerr. 

union which took upon it·.olf to cancel a job 
fo.· a man. the better it would he. He had 
Liked to men, who had asked him what was 
th,~ gnod of looking for vvork, as they vvould 
not be allowed bv the unions to take it. He 
did not desire to ~say anything further en that 
point, a~ there was a cafJ pending; and he 
I,Yonld have refrained fr-Jln D1( ntioning the 
mv.tter, but the Chairman had put him in 
th<J position of having to t.1ko the matter up. 

Th1r. DASH (JI,undingburra): He rose for 
the purpose of correcting a statement made 
bv the hon. member for Murrumba the other 
n"ight. When speaking on arbitration that 
:hon. member had said that old and infirm 
workers were not allowed to \\ ork. State
ments like that getting abroad would only 
keep men ant of work instead of finding work 
for them. The hon. member said-

" Ho knew of an old man who had 
been squeezed out of the city, and who 
was "01·king nine hours a day and get
ting £4 a week at Burpengary, because 

· h,, was a slow worker because of his 
age. That man was quite willing to 
work the extra hour, and was quite cap
able of doing his work and gave his 
employer a fair return for the money 
that he received. That was a big wage 
for an old man. But under the present· 
conditions he could not get work in 
Brisbane because he "as an old man. 
Bee: a use ho 1vas Hll old rnan the unions 
';ould not allow him to work. The 
Arbitration Act was cruel, or at least 
not fair, in that reopoct. It was one of 
the cruellest and meanest things that a 
man of that age was not allowed to work 
in the city. ~urely they should honour, 
rhpect, and help old age. They were 
not helping old age. In that respect the 
Arbitration Act was an absolutely dis
graceful bilure." 

That statement v. as incorrect, so far as the 
Industrial Arbitration Act wac concerned, 
and also in regard to the Industrial Arbitra
tion Court and industrial magistrates. Sec
tion 19 of the Industrial Arbitration Act of 
1916 provided-

" 1. Any aged or infirm worker who 
deems himself or herself unable to earn 
the minimum wage prescribed hy any 
award ma0 apply to the court, and any 
industrial inspector may apply to the 
rourt on his or her behalf, for a permit 
in writing to work for less than the wage 
prescribed." 

It was regrettable that hon. members oppo
site should make statements of that kind. 
Old men who read such statements would 
come to the conciu5ion that thov were 
debarred from working in any industry, 
whereas the Act specifically made provision 
for them to be employed. While speaking 
the other night on the coloured alien ques
tion, the hon. member for Musgravc said 
that what he (Mr. Dash) said about coloured 
aliens was incorrect. He had a cutting from 
the " Cairns Times," which proved that 
colourecl aliens were getting employment in 
the sugar industry, while white men were 
allowed to walk about without work. ::\'ot 
only were coloured aliens being employed, 
but they were not being paid in accordance 
with the Sugar Award. The report said-

" IND"CSTRIAL COURT. 

" BREACHES OF INDl.:STRIAL ARBITRATION ACT. 

" In the Cairns Industrial Court this 
morning-, before His \Vorship, Mr. W. 
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Simpson, P.:M., Alexander Brown laid a 
complaint against Samuel Christcnsen 
for a breach o£ the Industrial Arbitra
tion Act of 1916, in that he failed to pay 
on•· Ball Singh, a coloured employee, in 
the presence of the industrial inspector. 

" Defendant pleaded guilty to the 
charge and said he \vas not conversant 
with the award. 

"' It't:J your place to kno'v the award; 
you have an association here, but I 
uon't know if you are a member of it,' 
said the P.M. 

" J\h. Brown: There are three Hindus 
recently employed by him, still waiting 
to be paid. 

"Mr. Simpson: It's your place to pay 
them at the office. I will inflict the 
usual fine of £5, in default through 
levv and distress in default three weeks 
in 'cairn, Gaol. 

" Another farmer was also brought 
before the court with (1) employing two 
coloured labourers in connection with the 
cultivation of sugar, which was on 
country of more than 40 acres ; (2) not 
paying the coloured labourer, before an 
officer of tho law. 'I' he cases were taken 
together and a plea of guilty was given 
to each charge." 

That praYed that the statements he made 
with regard to coloured aliens in the sugar 
industry were quite correct, and, if hon. 
members oppo~ite were not in favour o£ 
coloured labour, they would take some action, 
in view of the information he .had given, to 
see that the unemployed white men they 
wore talking so much about were given work 
in that distric~. 'l'he people they repre
sented v,·ere given preference to coloured 
alien:. as ,against white workers. They were 
prepared to keep the white workers in receipt 
o£ relief rations rather than give them work. 
He hoped that his remarks would be noticed 
by the employers in North Queensland, who, 
he hoped, would giye proferenco to white 
workers. 

J'\lr. SW A Y:i\'E (JI irani) : In view of the 
important bearing the work of the Industrial 
Court ·had on industrial life, he thought the 
speeches of hon. members opposite were dis
appointing·. So far they had been simply 
attempting to make political capital at the 
n:pense of Opposition members. The only 
speeches which really dealt with the question 
before the Committee were the speeches of 
hon. members for Oxlcv, Nundah, and Enog
gera. They should discuss the question of 
whet'her the court's action had increased 
unemployment, driven trade from Queens
land to other States, deterred the employer 
from providing work, and rendei'ed the em
ployment of apprentices impossible. They 
had to remember that the court had had a 
comparatiYely easy taok up till J,ately, be
C•tuse it had been dealing with a rising 
market. There had now been a decline in 
the value o£ many of their staple products. 
To illustrate the position in Australia to-day 
re15arding production, he would refer to the 
Director of Labour, who, in his report for 
the ye,ar ended 30th June, 1921, pointed out 
that the applications made to him for em
ployment numbered over 44,000, and he had 
been able to place only something over 13,000. 
Some arresting figures had been given in 
cvidcnc!' takf'n on the mat.ter of institu
tlng a fort;.,.~four-hour week, rf'gardiPg the 

economic position of the Commonwealth in 
1918-19 compared with th<; pre-war year. of 
1913-14, b:, Mr. C. H,. Wickens, S~pervisor 
of Census and Comprler of Statistics. He 
pointed out that. if the 1913 prices had _re· 
mained unchanged, the value of productwn 
in 1910-19 would have been £177,779,000, as 
compared with £218,103,000 in 1913-14. Jn 
other words there had been a falling off m 
t.hc value o'f production during those years 
of over £40,000,000. He did not attribute 
that soleh· to the work of the court, but it 
was fair to ask whether it had been a con· 
tributirw factor. \Vith regard to the value 
of prod;-;ction to the worker he might quote 
from a speech made by one of the most 
prominent leaders of the Labour movement 
in Great Britain, :Mr. Clyncs, M.P.-

" All these factors reduced production, 
and again up and up went the price of 
the commouity produced." 

Further on he said-
" Increased production lessens his diffi

culties. [The worker's] decreased produc
tion increases his burdens and diminishes 
the purchasing po·,ver of his wages." 

During the war thev were very pleased with 
the establishment of the shipbuilding indus
trv in Australi,l. For the time being, they 
were able to compete with the rest of the 
world. with advantage to Australia. For 
some reason or other, that advantage had 
dioappeared. 0\lr. Poynton, l'\1. P., the Minis
ter in charge of that department, said-

" Ho could not disclose the nature of 
the cables that had passed between Mr. 
Hughes and himself during the time 
that the latter was in E!lgland, but, t~e 
probl>"rn 'vas a. very senous one. rno 
position wrcs that ships could be pur
chas.cd jn England in commission pounds 
per ton cheaper than they could be bl!ilt 
for in Australia. It was not a questiOn 
of shifting material from Port Adelaide 
to Williamstown, but whether or not the 
Government could curry on the indm:ry 
at all." 

The " Sydney Morning Herald " on 5th 
October, 1921, in regard to the forty-four
hour weekc had an article in which appeared 
the following paragraph:-

" 'l'o-dav the steamers are being built 
in Australia. at a cost on the average 
of £30 a ton, whilst. similar class ves,els 
ca-n be purchased at from £6 to £12 per 
ton. 

"By itc construction policy of the past 
year, it is said the Commonwealth Go
,·ernmcnt has lost over £1c000,000, and 
on everv vessel launched since Novem
ber la--.t ··or now in co11rsc of construction, 
iudged by ruling- values, a minimum loss 
~f 5o Pf,r cenl. has been or will be 
mcurrcJ. 

He was not speaking- against the rate of 
VJ.ges. His contention was that the waile' 
had to be earned before t.he) could be paid. 
He was now dealing with the constant demend 
that was beiniT made to decrease the number 
of hours. Ag-;in, in regard to the iron and 
steel industry. they found that the iro:u!las
trrs in New South \Vale' \Yclrd complammg. 
The following appeared in ,, New South 
iValco, newspaper on 3rd October, 1921 :-

"According to Mr. S. Hoskins, direo· 
tor of the ironworks company, the future 
of the Lithgow ironworks is in the lap 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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of the g{)(ls. Ho points out that the 
company has still to compete against 
continen•al and British importation at 
a big disadvantage. Gre'1t Britain is 
buying large quantities of cheap steel 
billets from Belgium and rolling them 
into rdined steel at English mills. This, 
he says, is some of the material which 
is being· imported into this country, and 
is being produced at such a price as to 
make competition difficult. The industry 
in Australia has boon hit very hard during 
the past t·hreo or four months, due to 
incr0ases in wages, the shorter week, and 
other causes.'' 

Cnder those circumstanc<'', he considered it 
would be wise for the court to consider 
•eriousl) the matter before they made the 
cost of production any higher. He knew that 
he would bo told that they should increase 
the protection. He \Yas a protectionist, but 
he believed in reason in all things; and if 
the' increased the protectivn duties too 
highly the• weuld impair the ability of th• ir 
prodlwers to compete with th'" markets of 
the world. The Opposition etood for arbitra
tion, which loomed very largely in their plat
form. But they re-alised their responsibilitie3 
as producers, and they sometimes wondered 
whore the thing was going to end. The follow
in:; appeared in a J'delbourne newspaper 
regarding the effect of the award granted to 
the Amalgamated Society of Engineers:-

" It was shov·n ye<,tcrday thnt the 
wages av, ard in the recent plank of the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers had 
rcculted in the loss to Australia of many 
large contracts, including one of about 
£120,000 for the erection of towers re
quired bv the Electricitv Commission at 
1\'Iorwell.;, 

As showing what their limitations were, he 
would quote a lettf'r which appeared in a 
Southern paper in November, 1920. It got 
down to the gist of the case, and· pointed 
out that the indiscriminate application of 
the basic wage would take nwro than the 
whole of the production of New South \Vales 
to cope with it. The letter read-

" THE BASIC WAGE. 

"TO THE EDITOR OF THE ' HERALD.' 

" The basic wage per family of four 
at £4 5s. pcor week is £221 per year; 
2,000,000 divided bv four gives 500,000 
groups of four in New South Wales. ei£ 
500,000 is multiplied by 221 we have 
£110,5'10.000 as the basic wage per annum 
for New South Wales. The ' Statistical 
Bulletin' of June, 1920, on page 40, gives 
the value of production of the principal 
industries of New South Wales (including 
pastoral, agricultural, mining, dairying, 
minor-poultry, bees, rabbits-forests, 
and fisheries, manufacturing) as: In the 
yc~r 1917-18, £99,202,000; in the year 
1918-19, £98,101,000; or £12 399,000 too 
little to pay a uniform basic wage of 
£4 5s. per week to each group of four 
persons. Moreover, according to the offi
cial year book of New South \V ales, in 
1918 the interest charge on the New South 
Wales debt was £5,220.307. That is, the 
total production of Now South \Vales is 
£17,619,000 too little to pay our basic 
wage and our int11rest charge~ Of course, 
if an industry cannot afford to pay a 
basic wage it should be shut down." 

Bow were they going to gPt over that posi
tion? In 1917, he foresaw the position which 
was gomg· to arise, and he moved for the 

[Mr Swayne. 

appoint1nent of a Royal Con1mi"sion contain
ing a business element to go into the whole 
question, and make recommendations ''" to 
any necc.<sary amendments in their legislation 
on the subject. B~cause it had been moved 
by a member of th" Opposition side, it was 
opposed bv the GonTnment. At page 1207 
of "Hansord," during this debah the Minis
ter (IIou. \V. Forgan Smith) so.id-

,, As a consf~qucncP, t·hcre was a defi
nite ronfli.ct of inter< ·.t beh,ccn the two, 
and prior to the cstablislnuent of Arbitra
tion Courts the:· used to fight it out 
bY methods referred to to-day as 'direct 
at:tion,' and, whil~t en1ploye-rR and em
p]oy~es were fighting amongst ! he'nselvf's 
by that barbari< method, the general 
connnunitv -\Vho desired the service of a. 
particula1~ industry suffered owing to 
stoppages of work end the dislocation of 
industry. It was recognised by Parlia
mnnt that public interests must be safe
guarded, a.nd the Arbitration Court was 
established with a view to c~lling the 
rival interests together and fixing a fair 
'·'age on the basis laid de wn in the ~\et." 

Yet, in 1917. although thPy had a Common
\Yoalth Arbitration Court and Arbitra.tion 
Courts in the Statce. thA hon. m cm her fol' 

Markav and the hon. rnernber for 
[4.30 p.m.] Bri-.ba'ne moYcd a,nd seconded 
· rc,,oJntions in the Domain in 

faYonr of the shipping strike. The Minister 
in charge of that Estin1atc Pither moved or 
sccondLd-he forgot which-a resolution in 
favour of a method which he de& ·ribcd as 
barbaric. 

Hon. '\Y. FoRGA:>~ SMITH: That was not 
the shipping strike. 

Mr. SW AYl\E : What strike was it? 
Hon. vV. FoRGAN S)!ITH : You do not know 

\dutt you are talking about. 
Mr. SV,"AYNE: He most certainly did. 

It v. as vcrv hard to account for that 
ctrikc, but they all knew t'hat, so far as 
rendering any aid to the Allies during 
the war was concerned, at that time Aus
tr-ali>t was down and out. Thoro was 
trouble in the New South Wales Govern
ment workshops at Evolci>;h bcrausf' nf 
introduction of the card system, and, 
through some mysterious sympathy, the 
transport unions conncctc·d with sea traffic
the seamen, the watersidcrs, and, he thought, 
the meat workers-came out. Mr. Burke, 
the president of the S0amcn's Union. he 
thoug-ht, and eecrotary of t.he Brisbane 
branch, wa.s not able to account for the 
strike. One of the shortcomings of the Arbi
tration Court was that it could enforce 
awards upon only one side. That was not 
just. A <;ourt, to entitle itself to respect as 
holding the scr,les of justice evenly between 
the parties, should be able to enforce its 
awards on them both. The prevalence of 
unemployment and the serious position of 
some of their big indnstries, to w.hich he 
had referre-d, could be largely tracc·d to the 
inabilitY of th·' court to enforce its awards 
uron one section of the community. He wa' 
in the Assembly when the first movement to 
secure arbitration vvas made, a.nd ho rcmem 
bered the late Mr. Bowman, who had the 
r<!spect of both sides, express his pleasure 
that such a thing was to be brought into 
vcgue, and prophE·sied that it would bring 
about industrial peace. Unfortunately, 
under present administration, that prophecy 
had signally lacked fulfilment. He could 
quote a hundred instances, but ho took one 
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from the ::\orth ag recordo,J.vin the October 
issue of rho "Australian Sugar JournaJ n __ 

".A verv serious situation has arisen 
at the l\iulgraYe Mill, owing, in tho first 
instance. to a diBputo \vith a gang of 
canccuttcrs, under contract vrith a 
gr-o 1 c:-or a.t Frc~h\vatcr. The a:',vard ratn 
for cutting was 8s. 3d. per ton. and the 
g~ng demanded 12e. 6d. The cane 
imp<'ctor fix,·cl t!w rate at 10s. 3d., to 
\,hich the farmer consented. The gang 
then called in th.: di · putes committ-Po 
(a bodv elected by the union). who rccom
!1\P!Hl< cl lls. 6d., and the nwrncJCrS ceas•.rJ 
v·ork. rrhe:¥ \VCl'O prosecnt, d, and fined 
£3 each." 

::'\ot for their br<>aking· of the Act, but 
simpl~- for breach of contract-

" The fanner's labourers then cut 
and Joadocl 60 tons, at a rato ·working 
out ut 34s. 2d. per man per day, while 
c-...::pericnccrl cutters. on the sa1no scale, 
· • ould haY<) uad•· 44s. 6d. \Vhen the 
cane reached the mill the hands refused 
to crush it, and loft the mill, an-d all 
work stopped. 

"A tallot was taken on the qnestion. 
'}\_r,J you in fa.vour of striking for the 
reinstatement of :'fo. 15 gang at the 
)Hi cc· a -keel for ? ' The result was 24~ 
to 11 in favour of striking. Kccble's 
,.1no w· s declared blac1c, a rod the rail
"\'\-a,V rnc 'l '\YCre asJu c1 nnt to ha11l it; bnt 
thev verv rightly declined to obev the 
A u;trali:{n \\' ori<ers' Union. On the 
f''lllC' al'riving in the n1ill va.rd _\ustralian 
\Vorker3' Union officia'ls asked the 
gc~1er8.l rnanag~r \Yhat h~ proposed 
doing; nd bia rep1~, \Yas thnt the cdne 
\'•, onld be ern shed. .\t a Sltbsequent n1eet~ 
ing, a hc1lot y-as L·.kcn, nnJ it wa.s 
<~e,cidc.l bv 200 to 3 not to crush this 
C'd1l8 until.,the orirtinal gan~.;-who caus,,d 
the tJ <Juble- Cl'<' reinstated, and the 
prir·:- dC'mandt 1 b'.' t.hc d! 1·}1<1tPs' CODl

mittcc paid. Thie. in Iaco of the indus· 
L·ial p)strat:J'f' dcci.,.ion f-ininp; the:,3E 
Jnen fJr breach of contract. 

'' On 28th Sopt.mbor, the Arbitration 
Conrt in B,:i~bane ordcn C{ tho industrial 
n1a':·i tr0te at C:1irns to nroc( cd to Gordon
vai'.., to 1 old a compnlso!·_- conference vit,h 
relNence to the dispute ai the Mub;raYe 
Mill. At this cmlferr Jco, which was 
h• ld on 30th ScptPmlwr, 221 mcmhers of 
thr Au,tralian \Yorkers' Union voted 
(not by l- Hot), and decided nnanimous]~
.a~ainst 0_ccepting the Hlp-gc:~tion by the 
indw-trial magistrat") to the follov,·ing 
efl'0ct: 'That the gan,c; should be rein
•·htod, the matters in dispute to be 
-determined by the magistrate, proYided 
the '· ork be resumed forthwith.' 

"It has been stated that the strike 
was undoubtedly engineered by the same 
extremists rs those at tho Sont.h John
stone, with the obioet of 'whito-anting' 
the Austtalian ·workers' Union. It 
trttmpires that the six farmers' labourer~ 
(of whom four are holders of union 
tickets), cut and loaded from the pad
-dock in dispute, after the gang had left, 
3~ tons of gr"'en co.ne daily, and ordinary 
<'l!tters could easily cut 4.': tons. Thus, 
at the price offered (10s. 3d.) the earn
ings would bo hanclsome. Yet the gang 
doma.nde-d lls. 6d. burnt, and !1oint
blank rofus~d to cut green. Those of 
the scratch gang who held union tickets 
applied for their renewal, an-d the others 

1921-4 Q 

applied for nc\v tickch, but both l'equests 
\vere refused." 

\Yhy were they refused tickets? That showed 
th,, Australian \VorkCJ / Union's >::m path; 
with the strikers-

"The crop was irupectcd independently 
by certain ,y£ the Mulgra: e fanners, who 
had bc~n sceptical concerning the posi
tion taken up b:,, Keeble, and they 
returrc~d incensed to think that a diepute 
could ari ·e over such a good cutting 
crop." 

'_rhose men did not.hing \Hong. They acccJ 
in co1nplianc~ with the la-,,?. \Vhv should 
llL''. tickets be refu< c;d to them? ' 

The Loll indicated that the hon. member's 
time lud expired. 

}lr. COLLIJ'\S {Bowcn): I\otwit>, tanding 
tlll' dctrk predictions of tho hon. member 
fo:' Mirani. as- to what the future had in 
store for them, he as ono of those ,. ho 
b;lievcd that the world \vould still go round. 
Be was not ,urpnsed to he<r the remarb 
of the hon. membm·, who belonged to the 
o_Jder ec.hool of thought in regar-d to arbitra
twn. 

J\lr. SWAY:\E: I ha Ye always stood for arbi
tratiOn. 

Mr. COLLI?\S: As one of those who 
belonged to the newer school of thought and 
advocated arbitration in the pionecrill.g davs. 
he (:'tlr, Collins) was a'tonished at what h'ad 
boon accomplished duriug th' last nine years. 
Anyono >~-ho knew the history of the State 
before 1912 kno"' that, w far as State laws 
went, there was then no other mdhod of 
.AtlinL industrial disputes than by direct 

and, notwithstanding what the hon. 
_ r for J\Iirani quoted with regard to the 

n .. ccnt ..-trik(• .. t ~.JulgHtY'--·-•J1ich he ,i\-as not 
npholdin~·-ho Yr:u1Led to point out that in +-he 
transition from ,direct action to arbitration 
they hoed accomplished v, onders. They be
longed to a race, the bulk of ,, hich-that was 
the organised trade unions in Great Britajn~ 
did not stand for arbitration as thev under
stood it in the Commonwealth. They had 
boon accustomed for centuries to kick when 
they though' they ~'.ere being wronged, and 
the methods adopteJ in Great Britain, even 
at the present time. were direct action 
nwthodc. \Vhen one realised those t.hings, 
the,- ought to be well pleased with what had 
b.'cn accomplished. As ono who belonged to 
tl~e vvorking class, he h:new the weaknesses of 
h1s class, . and he !!]so knew their strength; 
and, .com3ldcnng L1:1t the:.- had thourrh~ for 
centuries that it was a right thing to strike 
l~>.ste~d of reJorting to arbitration, and, con
srdcrmg that they had arbitration in QuE' ·ns
land only since 1912, he rep~:1te-d that in th, 
last few years their progre~s had been remark
able. In 1912 the representatives of the 
workers endeavoured to amend the Industrial 
.Peace Bill, which was introduced bv the 
Government of that day but it "as n;,t till 
1915 that they did amon:d it as they wish -d. 
Ho well remembered the words he spoke on 
that occa,ion-that that measure was not the 
be-all and end-all of the Labour movement-
and ho said th, same to-day, More than 
likelv the Act required amendment, becau>e. 
the_ Labo~n~ 1noyen1ent bein~ cyoJubonarv, h ~ 
behevcd m change. The.\ hved cmder chang
ing condition·'· He was not frightened at the 
cry against shorter hours, because he knew the 
same old cry against them had come down 
the centuries. He remembered that, when 
they had a twelve-hour dav and sought t·o 
bring about a ten-hour day: they were told 

Ll1 r. Uollin8. J 
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that Great Britain would be ruined as a 
great manufacturing country by the change. 
He remembered that they were told t-he same 
thing when they wanted an eight-hour day. 
What was the use of the brain which man 
possessed and which he was devoting to inven
tions and improved machinery, if they 11:cre 
not to be used for the ben-efit of t-he mas' of 
the people? He took it tlmt the judges in 
the Arbitration Courts took all that into 
consideration when considering claims for 
shorter hours. Ho was pleased to think they 
had taken that into consideration. He had 
always stood for discipline. He nalieed, 
when hon. m 'mbers, including himself lost 
their temper from time to time, that' man 
was still man: thoreforP, from time to time, 
they found that some of the organised 
workers r-efused to abide b:· arbitration, or, in 
othcJr ,,·ords, rrsort2d to dirHot action, be
cause man was still man, and because they 
had been accustomed to rr svetem of direct 
action for generations past. " Ho had been 
t-rying b discover wh,ther hon. members 
opposite believed in arbitration. The hon. 
member for Mirani wo.s the· first member of 
the so-called Country party to dedare that 
one of tho planks of their platform '"' ,s arbi
tration. It was hard to know \Yhat t.h' 
Nationalist wing of the Opposition believed 
in. The hon. member for Oxle:v, in dealing 
with the question, had m:,do what appeared 
to him (M1·. Collins) a " yos-no " speech. The 
Labour party stood for arbitration. T!H ,. had 
to deal with things as the. w·re, and~ with 
mankind as it was. Thov had to realise that 
there was g·oing to be a gradual growth, just 
the same as the,.· looked forward to the time 
when they would be able to abolish ,. ar. If 
some nations cmnbined togcth r t-o arbilrat:" 
upon international affairc. thev would still 
find some nation wanting to b·i-eak through 
that proposal. The Labom party usc•d to 
say that the method of set-tling industrial dis
pute•; by direct action or strikf's was a brute! 
method. Thm· still sa.id so: but all the 
blame was not on the side of the workers. 
They would be safe in saying that in nin0ty 
cases out of a hundred if not more tne 
':vorkers wcr? right. It' was ovvj~o- t~ the 
obstinacy of t_he employing cla-•s ~and the 
t:"~rannv exercised from tin1e to ti1ne by 
men ;vho supervised the work of t·he emplov
ing chss thr.t the~· had those outburst' and 
meu . ...rr·as·E'd Vi.~ork on the spur of the moment. 
He ~lid not know if there was any real reml)dy 
far that, as man was still man. They had 
t? ask thDmcolves, what would be the posi
t-wn m Queensland or the Commonwealth if 
they had no Arbitration Courts 9 Thov could 
se) wb:1t was going on in the other cOuntries 
of the world where there were no Arbitration 
Courts. He would quote from " Stead's 
R:viow " . of 27th _September last, dealing 
>ntlJ a d1sput.e wh1ch took place in \Vest 
Virginia, in the Unit,cd States of America, 
and whirb was not settled by a strike. but by 
force. 'The article stated-· ' 

" Since hostilities began 200 miners 
have boon reported killed." 

Thov did no' want to c.'C thnt kind of thing 
in Qu-eensland or in the Commonwealth. 
Although the .\rbitration Court might not 
b'' perfect, they wanted to try and make it 
more perfect t-han it was at the present time, 
and, ao w1th every other question, they could 
only advance step by step. He was just as 
militant a unionist and just as militant poli
tically as any hon. member. They wanted to 
keep going forward, and not backward. He 

[Mr. Collins. 

would quote an extract from an article in 
''Stead's R''Yiew," called the ":\'liners' \Var 
in \Vest Virginia." to ehow that a similar 
s2t of circurnstances 1night have existed in 
Queensland if they had not had trade unions 
and an _,A.rbitrai:ion Couri. 'l'hc article 
~tnted-

" Ju·tice is administered by the coal 
compnnie:;:. Constitutional ri gLts are 
jntel'})rctrd by thr~ coal eo ~1pani('S, Food 
and clothing are sold (though not exclu
sively) in rompai,y ~.tares. Th.• rnlncrs 
'•\ Jr.,hip in a c~Jrtlpany church: arc 
preached at hy 11 company pastor: ))lay 
pool in a con1pan7 Young lVI~"n's Chris
tian -~s·--Jciation: gain .Pducatim1 ~n a 
comp 1ny school; rcct:-ive treattncnt from_ 
a cornpany doctn· ·and hoRpital; died 
on company land. F- om the cradle to 
the gra YO they draw brctJtb ljy grace 
of th0 somctiu1rs al· '?nL.._c conlowner, one 
of who;~e YiRiblo r0prcscnt:;1.tivcs is the 
dct'uty ~he rill. a puLl ie offi::ial in t.hc lFly 
of the rca1o~nler." 

In years g.Jne by they .bad no rnethotl of 
i:>:t!)ing ·disputes rx.-cept rc'~-drting to direct 
8.ction, bccaus0 the~ had no Arhitration 
Courts. If thov could not settle thnir imlus
trial disputes L.v r:-1eans of conciliation and 
arbitration, thcJ) there was no hope of 
settljng th~ir international disputes by a 
Court of .-\rbitration. The'-'' had. ftrst of r::I, 
" sp~·cad the doctrine of a'rbitra lion. In his 

opinion, arbitration re11rcscntcd a li10re 
highly cloYelopcd rnan or ;J rnoro highly 
ciyiLi_.,,---.d 111a:_. rrhcv all knew t.ho brutal 
JrH tbocl~ of direct action. The hon. me mlwr 
for IV1ir·Lni hall spc\;:en about the \Yc;cllth 
rrcdudion of ihls Shtte. A few days a~o he 
OUr. CoJlins) ,-·ent to the Goc·crnment Statis
tician to get the total wealth product· on for 
Qnrensland for the vast yc<Jr. It \VUS 

J:2.0JO.IJO greater than in 1ho prec·ding 
}-et the:· hr-d the contin·"d cry that. 

o to shortPr hours, .and l-·\·~cause n1rn 
,~,ere: g,.j·ng ~lov·, th0 Yi-'f)aLh proclLlrtion had 
fa11en off, Yirhich ;,vr: J1(_,t tl'U<~. Th~ same
U.l',: __ .UlTtcnt ww used ·when Hn effort \Vas n.adc 
to reduc·: the hours from twelve to ten per 
day, and then frorn ten to e1ght. The er:,· \Vas 
rni rd that production \H,dcl decrease and 
t.k t the countries "hich adopted ~hortcr 
hours \Ye re going to b() rnin0d. Productjon 
hn d iner0ased t>nor1nously. 

:\:Ir. :?·!OORE: Production has d~crcn~c·d, but 
pri-ce-. have increased. 

Mr. COLLE-.TS: Hon. members had said 
there was a slun1p in pric,;s last year; 

that VI cm so, how could there be a 
in production? Considering the 

he had quoted, he had no doubt 
th&t pi'oduction v;,rould rontjpuc to increa~e. 
J-1 c wa~ not a pessin1ist \Vho had no faith in 
Q ocnsLtnd or the Commonwealth. The Arbi
tration Court w.;s nut perfect, but it had done 
good ·c·orlc Imperfect man could not make 
perf•d l nvs. Neither could they get perfect 
cl~( is7ons from Arbltraticn f;Durt~. On one 
ccc"io;o. he had said that he \Youl·d much 
prefer to scf' r nr,,·~entativc~ of the \Yorking 
r,a;o,sc'< appoiEh_,d to the nosition of jndgcs of 
t~_c> Arbitration Court if th~ \YorkC'rs Wf'rc 
tr) get justice. There VYcro retsons for criti
rising the jurlges of the colut, h,.,~au'3e the~; 
had 1 ot got t.be v:iclo exp0rjcnC',; that so.TIC of 
tlw workLrS h.,cl >Yho had g-one throug·h the 
1ni1l, and kn0vv the hard ~truggJ·? it was to 
live. But ho kept the ideal hdore him, 
br li0ving thev were 1nounting higher and 
higher, and t.hat they would reach the ideal 
in the neer future. He believed •,omething 
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like Tennyson said in his "Lock,Jey Hall
Sixty Y<:ars After"-

;, When the schemes and all the systems, 
Kingdoms and Republics fall, 

Something kindlier, hig·her. holier--a:! 
for each and each for all? 

All the full-brain, half-brain raccc·, led 
by Justice, LO\·o, and Truth ; . 

A11 t.he millions one at length wrth all 
the visions of 1nv yC:uth? 

All djseases qu0nC·~i'd by Science; no 
1nan halt, or deaf or blind~ . 

Stronger cv(r bon1 of -weaker; lusher 
be -_(y, L rgcr 111itH.:l? " 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

J\Ir. I::ARTLEY (Fitzroy): Far from 
def n1ing or c-,ndcrnning tLc Arbjtration 
Court or th0 ;tf~lil ·which obt llH'd 10 ~(n, 
he though~ thew had r!>Dooa tn UD thcnkf~l 
that prOgn..:-. h"ad Lccn so ::: .oath and that 
they had gone as far ~s they h?-J, conr-:idc_r
ing t 1Iat there had onLy be-n fly~ y£ars I!l 
\Yhi-- h a genuine attcn1pt \\TU3 n1adc J.t arbi
tration in relation to f-ixing Yrag.es and ccn
dit;ulls h_,t ,q en the \Yorkcr;:; ~~nd thr Cil1-

ploy-.::r:'l. E\ ,;ry unbiassed p~_rson wonl~ .admit 
that a gc "t deal had been accompnshed; 
bnt to mcP ··ure ho,-Y 111uch had been CJcc:;m
plislwd it ,.""'"' r.ccesflury to go back (]Yf'r th, 
ln ~ fi~'hT -., ars to QC ·ount for thu of 
f:~.•tincr in 'the mjnds o£ the .,-orkcr2 r tho 

bitJ~·-ation Act \\as first brought into 
t \Vhen the GoYer.:1n1ent took 
war \YD s on but above and b .. ·\ u1 ~l 
an industria'l war that had '!CHiP on for 
]a-t fifty VC'•ll'S in Qu·eet>'5'land 1--' \\'C 11 
0mployc-c ·and the -e.Yiplo:·cJ-. TlH'.~· \Vi re 
f·ccd with implncc.,Jc ani incr. 
~u~·~,;-_ion in the mind of the wo~·k•:r 
t;·)J1 to his crnploycr, \Ylwrn 1t v. a: YC'~ 
diffit ult t·l nlC<:t in a::1,v shape or forin. The 
r•mplo: c·j hnd l:ccn u·.-d .~'~ thinki_ng-<::~'l_d l_;t: 
''+as ronfa·lnf"d Ill that opunon lJ,V ~he rrt•ttlHtt' 

of (_ :1:1ploy0r: and G.ov :rn. JC·1t in tiE1('~ P'l~t 
-the t on 111! occa-Jons '·· h"n the c·n ,1 ''· c:· 
backed hv the State or an ,,., .. ci-aliou cf 
omploYc,·-i, conld defeat him, or hi ''· m· 
betr::-y: hin1, that he vvoul.--1 do :-:o. 90 .P~J~ 
cent. of t.h~ ca:,·~1 the t·mployPe 1'\~l) r:;;~~t 
in com-inr; to that condn_,ion. and that was 
,.,_ i1v nrl.:it'ration had had surh a rough b j' 1 
rlu;-ipr; the le~t five years uncJcr the pt ~ .. ;nt 
G-ovrrnnlc.:Jt. ThPY h1ci to ov0n·onu: that 
Sl~snic1on in the millds of th~ ·workers vgJ.~nst 
fh.-~ emnlovers and against le~·,bt1( n rlcal:ir~g 
~vith e;npiovrru:nt a1~d the fl~z: 1tion of \Y 

hcforo the···" ould give the ':·>Lorn of n 1 '

t.ion a trioL The old Liberal Gov•rnnwnt 
had pa 'cd the WofOCS Boards A",t. That 
\YiJS a rood Act. anc1 It g•.V0 the \YC· E>J '~Jn1e 
df'OT€8 cf ju~ticf', fl..nd \-"'.:as th'3 nH'E!~Is of 
adfusting: jnclu'-.:ria]. eo f ~}lic,1tjons find. prc
Ycntin2' 1; du;;;1nal <ll-:.pntC's; but the nnnut,"', 
that _.:\<::t began to show by i:·', op:rations an 
:ncrc>f1.'·'·,· in ~.~·ages to the \Vorkrrs ]n any grc .1t 
f1prrrce or rl hettcrm-·nt in their rond:tion·;, jt 
,~_- ~s caFt aside. 

'I'h SECRETARY FOR RAIL\,-.A.Y~: There >Yas 
]\1inisterial .interf0rcnco too. 

Mr. H \RTLF:Y: Th0re "as direct inter
fnei•co bv the Minister, causing aw,nds 
alrradv gi\·on hy a board to b~ annulled. 
The h~n. member for Bulimha, who was then 
in charg-e of the department, took action to 
nnnn1 n'""'n award. in spit8 of the lav: of the 
St<JJ:e. That confirmed thF' workers in their 
opinion that nothing could be obtained from 
the masters except what they could ext<?rt 
by direct action or by strikes. That bdtef 
was still entertained by the workers, and 

1vas jus+ified by their cxp~~6cnco of the 
c1nploveus. H c hoped bctt'3i. rclatior,·. 
wou1a'' (Olne about behn 2n mnploy,;r~, and 
employees; hut. while speeches like that of 

· the hon. member for Mirani were 
[5 p.m.] dol in red, the.r could only < <pect 

t ntagonisn1 on t~c P-Lrt of the 
~.'Orkers. The hon. nwn1ber for I\lirani 
deaJt. with tho maritin1e strike, during which 
the; GoYcrnmcnt atternpted to bring in the 
Itcqui,ition of Ships Bill. No Ar')itration 
Court could haye got over that difficulty. It 
i as the direct S}',tern of pc:nali2in_:::,o unioni~ts 
in th<~ Southern bf -1tc.:1 \·. hif'h led to -the dis
rnl> The I\ (-'W Sou~!} \Y .:::_L 3 Go', c;·nrtl{'Tit 
deliber0 Lel v bcu~irPU un t.h , -hipp1ng con.<-

Tt so~ to prcn)nt ships bciLg ~ .,'nt to 
norts at a tiu1e \Yhcn 1.-·hcat \Vtt~ 

r0q~rired. Thr~ :<tab:-1J0Gts •r}Ii :h the
h-~:1. J!lC llhf'r fol' J\Ilruni n:::td0 ,, er: regret-
L D al·o \~ CTL~ t.lle ~t:>h'rP"n~s rnadc by 
the lnHnhC'i.' for 0-xlcy -.,vjth regard to 

::'Ionnt :uorg·an lo<'kout. The. hon. nlom-
f:~tjd the- t lv? ..::nn1ne:1de-~ r~10rt produc-

\Yhat be tl1e r.,ood of hi~ ('\1r. 
Hartlc·.-) , .oing· to the :\lmmt ::Hcrgan miners 
-en·n if it wno his province to do so-and 
SElyiu_~·. "I adYi:-.0 you to go ba(·k and work 
in tho rninf', because t.b/' onlv solution of the 
trouble is for ~-on to g'l't out· 2 tuns of COl)per 
i'":stct,d of 1"? 'The n1iners v:ould say, 
''What. is the o·oDd of that? The copper 

),Iotgan to-day Lee :1nso the price 
bv our la hour. and t:,e extra 

arnonut \Yhicl-l the cornpany require, and 
-\ hich t1Jl':>' tern1 profit. f'aunot be got. \V_hat 
i.; the use of talkjng ahoui inorr producbon. 
\dFn l!a]f of \Yh'tt is prodnrcd can:1ot 0c 
n1arkeh'l ,,..,t the pricn required for l'lbour, 
profit, and other expenses?" 

Tiu:rc '"'a another re 1son \Yhv hon. meln-
lH•rs wont <1 str t).T in rc""~,Tie'.':ing OJ:Prations 

e,e ~\r0itration Court. Thev ; i&:h·\ of 
fa"t thui: there were thrr ~; p~nties in~'cycry 

dl~:rut.r, and tl1at the rnain in HJU1H' 

cr.scs was 11ot the employee. genC:r;1 
public. Ei.:..l.e tin1cs ont of tt~n. Rnfi'erl d n1w,t 
if: a di:::;l1Ul'-f~ \\ 1s long continncd. The i\r1Jitra
tion Court vas not onl',7 cstl';_,Iished to 
ndjudicatc b0t\vPen employer:~ and C"~11!1loyc·_s, 
hut al:·o to ro!!sidcr the wc:lf ·'ro of the ('Om
munity. ·v cry often, the e-nnt v:1ts unable to 
do Jnything in the inter -,ds of the f<'YlployPrs 
or mnploy t "', bPcau" ~ iJ· \Yon!d injure t.be 
intcrc t,: of the comn1unitY. The Arbitratio;~ 
Co.urt -...v l'·· oft0n conde>'~tlnCd b.~- 111>'1:J' f:C\l_")lc, 
1vho expected arbit,~ttion to bri~~~; D~·,nut a 
roc.·o1uticn in the l-ife of .1-h_o ('i'·izens of th0 
StJ.to; lmt that \'a,, not tJL function of the 
~~rbitrction Court. The court 'Tas lncrc1y <ln 

il'strumcnt for adju;:Jtinf; and fixjng the rate 
of Yrages as Let wecn Clnploy.-~r and crnploye,~-, 
and a~-~ tho C'ondi:ions of labour. \ftcr all. 
the real desire of t.ho workers was not 
a high wage, but a wage ,vhich v.rould enable 
thl'_n to have a C(rtain arnonnt of leisure to 

the good things of life, and not always 
to rne1:e draught anin1als in the s,_:hmne oi 
indtFotry. They conld nJt expect the Arbitra
tic''l Court to fix that. It did not rnat er 
how :nuch the wages were iucrca;.ed; th{~ru
\:Vere othc:· matter3 not UlH;"'l' the juyi·--diction 
of the court which cau-:Jcd di~contenS to the 
workc? in his daih· snherc. -Until tl1: "' could 
elin1inate the bad ~on~itions that no1v existed. 
they could not expert ~ny gl'ca t d .. grec of 
stability in tho Yarious industric3. That vvas 
not only his opinion ; he "\\as rein forced by 
writer,, in various parts of th:· world. 

1v1r. !Jartlr y.] 
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At 5.10 p.m., 

:\ir. MooRE ("1 ubigny) c:tlled attention to 
tho state of the Committee. 

Quorun1 fanned. 

:VIr. I-Ir\RTLEY: He \YOuld quote an 
extra et from a work by Mr. H. U. \YelL<, 
<entitled, '· A•1 Englishman Looks at the 
\Vorld." Dealing with the labour unrest. the 
author said-

" Our country is, I think, ln a dan
gel·ou"' state of social disturbance. The 
cli61~ontcnt oi the labouring 1nass of thu 
c~nanunity is deep and incrcaslng. lt 
rnay be that we Dre in the opcniu~:· pha~c 
of a r_,_,,l and irreparable cL~'" .1r." 

~1 hcn, he w~nt on to 0:peak of thn vrorlnnan, 
hi~ C'r;'nditiou, and charactcr-

workn1an of tho now Q:onrration 
IS dj.,~ru~t, the tnosG Je~"noralising 
of influences. l-ie is liku a ,, 1ilor 

no lougr•r Pither in tho goud 
oi· seama:1S~1ip of hi,, cap-1-:tiu, and, 

bebver:n c:r;:;peration and contt='n1pt, con~ 
t. 1vlahs vaguely but l)orsisten~ly tLc 
as...;u1nption of control by a col le ti nJ fore
castle. 1-lc is like a pri\Tato ~oldicr 
obs(--·~cd \vith the idea that nothing can 
saye the situation but the dL:.1th of r·.n 
inconlpctcnt ofiicQr. 1Iis distrust i~ so 
profolnd that hu ceases no~ only to 
belie'-·0 in the ~:!·lploy0r, but he ceases 
to belio\·o in the la Vil, ce~LSt:~ to believe in 
PctrLauH~nt, as a ll1l'ans to that tolerable 
life he duire,; and he falls buc;c steadily 
upon his last resource of a strike, and
if by repressiYe tartirs wo 1nako it bo
a criminal strike. The central fact of all 
this prec cnt trou blo is that distrust. 
There i, onl:-~ on(~ \V _1y in v.·hich our 
seut drift to\vards rcY~)lu~ion or 
tionary disol'der can be arn "'' 2d, and f1at 
i.s by :taring thn of the <~2 

1nil1ions, arn 
~h1nging ftoln loyalty to t~w 
a 2i1nple patrioti::stn, Irorn 
try, to the In ore n nd 1nore 
expression of a dclpcniug rt~b~ll~rncn 1 '' 

TJu- CI-L~IR::\f._i_N: Ordo?:! I hope thc; 
hon. rnc lwr will connect tho quoL.Ltion he i.:i 
nr·tking \vith t'l::.e Yotc under consideration. 

J\Ir. IIATITLEY: lie vvas going to connet't 
it The writer was dealing 1; ith the que· Lion 
of tho otganisJtion and control of labour, and 
h _. >\as suggP.:ting a renwdv for the couditious 
which obtained. He p·;id-

,; This is a psychologi.cal quesjon, u 
matt"T ol rnen~al stntcs. Feats of leq·a.l 
subtlety uro inopportune, arithnwtical 
exploits ctill more so. To emerge with 
the sum of 4s. 6~d. as a minimmn, by 
calculating on the basis of the mine's pre
,,ont earnings, frorn a conference which 
the miners and everybody else imagined 
was to giYe a mininrum of 5s., nuty be 
dcwr, but it is certainly not politic in 
the present state of Labour feeling." 

That Y:as an authority in the old country, 
\vho was condcn1ning the practices of rnany 
of the arbitrationists to-day; condemning the 
arithmetical stunts of the hon. m cm ber for 
Port Curti.·, who, because certain costs and 
returns did not giyo a proportionate profit to 
the l'dount Morgan Company, scid that the 
workmen should accept a reduction of v ctg<'s. 
Mr. vVclls, dealing with a similar que·,tion, 
said- · 

" The re"l task before a goycrning 
class tl1at mean,, to go on governing is 

f.Mr. Hartley. 

not ju~t at present to get tho better of 
an argun1C11t or the b•st uf a bal'gttiu~--" 

lion. n1ernbcrs opposi-:.e thought that that 
'·'as f1e point in an arbitration ca.;e-to get 
the-\ bcsi of the argu<~lent b.\' lY•ok or crook---

" but to lay )lold of the imaginations of 
this driftinc-;, sullen, nnd SlFlJicious nlulti
tud-e, ,vhich js the workjng bu .ly of the 
country. \Yhat Vi'e prosperous pc,)plc. 
who have nearly ail the ~;ood thicgs of 
lif0 and n1ost of the Ol)portunity. have to 
do 110\Y is to justify our.sdves. \Ye have 
to sho\V that we are indeed rc~llonsibk 
and. serviceable, willing to give our,clvt...s, 
and to gi...-,~ otuselv<'S gcaorou.sly, for 
what wo ha"' and what '" }JaYo had. 
We have to rncot the chal!cnt;e of thi~ 
distrust." 

Ho said, later on--
'· IIalf the n1oney that goc; ont of 

England to Switzcrlancl am! tho Riviera 
cught to go to the C'xtren1f'ly an1using 
bu"iness of clcarin:s· up ugly corners and 
building jol!.v and co11vcnicnt \Yorklnen's 
cott::r',·~~-cyen if "'.·'C do it at a loss." 

There was an authority on the ''-'Orking 
Inan's position, who wa~ not a \YOrking man 
hi1nself, but wn" one of the lPlsurcd cla'".s, 
pointi '~g out one l t]w bad effe~ ts in our 
ystcn1 to-day '.vhith was n1ilitating against 

tbc sue .rssful op.•ration uf the s:;:f'tern of 
arbitration. It y, r·.·; no use blar·1ing thA 
Arbitration Court for half rho ills th 
workers had to put U)l with at the present 
time. The ccwso lay dropcr, all(l was to be 

in the Tvstenl under ';hirh rnen had 
bv vcn·lous D1C''lns-sc:nc reputable, 

::oolne disr~_putable-control of a Yast ar11ount 
nf rnoney and property, and tk( mci to think 
th.'+-. alJ th . .tt -ns3 r?quircd of thmn was to 
u·) it for th- ir O\Yn a:_::grandi·~Plncnt and 
enjoyrn~nt, Lnxinf;' 110 rr~·apd for the \VClfare 
of tlH' 1.vorkcr. 'l'ne worker, not only throngh 
iJw _.:\rbitr...ttion Cuurt, but thrur:::sh his 
lUlJOlL and hjs Gove-'-nn1ent, ,\ a.;,; d{ illanding 
ne,,,~ t be rigln to [ive, a~, rf'gan>rl cnlploy
nwnt. lei:<trc, culture~, and all thut rnadr~ 
life worth liYing, on an equalit~' \vith any other 
L~an, \VlH- thcr he ·,·al., b8rll a dukE' or the 
heir t J rnillions. I-fe was pt rfectly right 
in doing- that. If arb7tration wc!'o to bG 
sue 'CS,Jful, it hrrd to be approacho'l by men 
v,-ith an unbias~.od mjnd~ both sides intend, 

to do what was fair. and accopting the 
r1, of the judge when their opinions 
wc·rc in conflict. If they thought to gc t the 
be tor of the other side by a species of 
m·bi,rdion sharper tricb, the re ,dt could 
110t be laEting. Only \vhen the decisjon was 
giYCn on sound grounds and in good faith 
<;ould industry run along smoothly and good 
relations cxi't between employer and 
employee. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 
During the rol]rse of the debate something 
had boen said in connection with the impor
tant mattnr of apprenticeship. The state
ment had been made by sou1c hon. n1mnbers 
opposite that the openition, of the Arbitra
tion Court were hindering bo:' s from becom
ing apprentices, therrhy causing a dearth of 
skilled I' orkmon within the State. That was 
a Yery important matter to eYeryone who 
dcired the future development of Queens
land and Australia. He stood for the prin
ciple of teaching the boy' of the State every 
trade and calling imagiuable, in order to 
provide their own okiilc-d artisans and make 
in their State articles which in many cases 
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were now being imported from elsewhere. 
Anything to improve the education of the 
boys-to give them facilities for learning 
trades and becoming highly skilled in those 
trade -should be encouraged. The Arbitra
tion Court had done much to cncour;tge that 
point of view. As a matter of fact, the 
Central Apprenticeship Committee had been 
formed bv the Arbitration Court. The chair
man wa·.· .:VIr. :Morris, Diredor of Technical 
Instruction, and 1\lr. \Vearne, Principal of 
the Central Technical College, was chairman 
of committL.,s. That committee consisted 
of two representatives of the, Trade:J Hall 
Csuncil and two representatives of the 
en1ploycrs. Again, thore wer·~ group con1-
mittc•s representative of each trade in the 
same prop0rtion. It was the duty of the 
a.pprenticc··hip committee to see that the 
\York of the rrcchnir:tl Colh,go was in har
mony with the needs and requirements of the 
various trades. They encouraged the boys 
to go to the college. Those boys were then 
rez;istered in the trade to which they desired 
to be apprenticed. Tho committee ""uper
visQd their studios <.nd had them apprenticed 
in a proper manner to ccmployers in hatever 
trade or calling they Fclccted. The principle 
wn being encouraged by the Department of 
Public Instruction, and representatives of 
the employers and the unions gf'nerally \Verc 
giving· it their cordial support and ac,ist
itnce. ~Iuch i!nprovernent had been effected, 

ne! it would extend its benefits in the future. 
It l-acl been a distinf't succe,'S in the metro
politan area, and it was hoped that the 
sy.-,~eln would be cxtcnclod to the various por
tions of the State before very long. Moro 
had boon done iu Queensland than in any 
uther State in the 0oLJn10l1\Vf -11th. A good 
de d rcmai'led to b · done, but the committee 
had tiE· matter well in hand. 

::-,rr. 'TAYLOU (T!'indso1·): Ho did not think 
anv fair-minded man would sav that ho was 
not in fa\"OUl' of arbitration. 'The difficulty 
with "hi eh they wcre faced at pre~ent was 
to make a·, effective and useful as possible 
the arbitration which cxi,tud in Australia 
to-cby. Th.-, hon. member for Bowen thou;;ht 
amendments might be m ado· which \"'·ould 
improYe the pre~ent Act. Everyone admitted 
tha" amendment of the _\et was necessary, 
;md could be made. Th<> matter was a Yei:y 
difficult one to de·d with in the v. av in 
' hich thev would like to sec it dc•alt \vith. 
An indust~·:_v might no~ be in a flourishing 
condition, and might not be able to pay the 
rat" of wage iaid down bv the Arbitration 
Ccn't. Notwithstanding the fact that tho 
produce of any particular indurtry bad ;:,LlCh 

a low value that it could not pay the award 
rate of ages, they were faced with the fad 
that the individlloJs engaged in that calling 
or industry required the s,une standard of 
comfort as those employed in any othE'r 
indmtry. The difficulty wa- to adjust the 
diffcrc"l-.2 in the wage. It would probabl." 
be somewhat unwieldy to take into considcra
tion sub,idiarv intereots or businesses which 
were dra\\·ing c-"rtain supplies from those 
industries which \VCfG not paying concerns, 
and find out if thev were in a position to 
contribute something in order that the vmge 
standard should be maintained in the indus
try which v·as not paying its way. Some 
industries could not stand the same rate of 
vYagf's as others. 

At 5.27 p.m .. 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Rrcmrr), one of the 

pruwl of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. TA YLOR : He believed that since
arbitration had been introduced into Aus
tralia an honest attempt had been made to 
de;d with the situation. As some hon. mcm
b8l's had said, the sy cti>Hl was practically in 
its infancy, and nc·ithcr the employer nor 
tho employee had yet been educated up to 
a recognition of it' Yalno and utilitc·· Quite 
a lot of spade work probably would have 
to be done before both sides understood 
thoroughly what arbitration meant to them. 
The jUdges had to deJ·iflc tho ca~os on the 
evidence submitte-d to them. He thought 
it "·ould be a long time before the Arbitra
tion Court, presided over by a j udgc) would 
be done away with. There was not in the 
con1n1unitY a rnore compct0nt n1un to deal 
'' ith arbitration use' tlun an unbias,ed 
judge, because he weighed carefully all the 
t'videut'\ and on that evidence rnade his 
award. Tlwy did not always agree with the 
uwards, just as in the Supreme Court they did 
not rJ ~va: s agree with what the judges did; 
bu,, t J kinc; it b: and large, the Arbitration 
Coun judges did not 1nakp ve1·y many Inis
t.akEs. The ourt dealt with the que·stion of 
houro and wages. Ho\Y could any man claim 
that thG scune \V age which Y\ a fixed for a 
man '.\110 had a wife and three children 
;::hould be paid to an unmarried rnan or 
nmth" Could they honc .. tlv , .. av that that 
:.:as crbitration as theY woul-d lik'e to see it? 
~1_ n1an who had a \Y~fe and thrt-e children 
"'as a greater benefit to the community than 
nn unmarried man \vho had not taken on the 
c:bligations of citizenship. In the Arbicration 
Court tho principle obtained of awarding to 
the unntarricd man the san1o \rage as vvas 
awarded to the married man. The judgA 
conic! not do anything ehe; but the basis of 
payrr1cni for a married n1an \t ith a ·wife and 
thrPe childr "n should be altogether different 
from that in re,~pect of an nnmarYi.t:d !Y' ... an, a 
youth, or a girl. That was where he thought 

their Arbitration Court wus caus
[5.30 p,m.] ing a lot of unemployment. 

\Vhen he spoke in that strain last 
year and f:a:d that the award~ were creating 
~t cor . ..;idcrable a1nount of uncn1ployrncnt, the 
H<nne Secretary interjected, "Yes, more 
than people think," o1· words to that effect. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S1!ITH: Unle,s you pro
vide a fund to which employers pay, and 
subsidise the workers with children, you 
would give preference of employment to 
single men as against married, because they 
would be getting lml'cr wages. 

:C\Ir. TA YLOR: Something would have to 
he done to prevent that happening. They 
>Yould probably have to limit the number of 
sing-le men employed. The present basis of 
~,,ages was unfair, but it was a difficult 
question to solve. 

The SECRETARY FOR 
The only solution is 
,omothing extra out 
reYcnue. 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
to pay married men 
of the consolidated 

J',lr. TA YLOR: That might be a solution, 
The question bristled with difficulties, and 
ono of the troubles from which arbitration 
was ;uffering was thE' difficulty of knowing 
how honestly and fairly to deal with such 
employees and not I:amper and strangle 
induotry at the same time. 

The 'HmrE SECRETARY : Do you thin]{ in
dustry would stand a scheme of that kind~ 

Mr. TAYLOR: He doubted if it would. 
The HO}IE SECRETARY: I have seen it tried 

with disastrous results. 

Mr. Taylor.l 
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Mr. TAYLOR: They stood up and said 
<Certain things and then reckoned that they 
had solved thA problem, but in practice thev 
ofte21 found themselves up against a stone 
wall and that they had created a greater evil 
than the one they wore seeking to remedy. 

The Ho~·E SECRETARY: 'fhe human equa
tion comes into it. 

Mr. T_\YLOR: Yes, as the hon. member 
for Bowon said a little while ago. It came 
ver" largelv and very often into all suc'h 
matters. 'Thoro might have been-he did 
not say there hctd boon-a time in the history 
of industrialis1n in Anstralia when there 
was a nocc·oity for preference to unionists. 
But prefero·nc•J to unionists simply meant 
nothing more or lcos than preference to poli
tical organisations. 

:Yir. STOPFORD: It he-; turned out to have 
a totally different effect. 

Mr. T~'\ YLOR' That was his honest 
opmwn. Only that v·eek an application had 
been n1ado to 'have preference to unionists 
in one trade set aside, and in evidence before 
.Judge JHacnaughton it was stated that men 
could not got admission to the union. ~-urely 
that was unfair. 

Mr. STOPFORD: vVas that a casual 111-

dustry? 
Mr. TAYLOR: No-the Storemen and 

Pac;<ers' Union. Judge Macnaughton had 
hot given his award, but ho suggested to the 
elnplo.~,-ing elo ':'5 that after n::.t~n had been 
in their employ a fortnio;ht it should be 
compulsory for them to join the union. In 
rc.;ard to uncrnployment one trouble was 
that a man w·ho might be a member of one 
union obtained the offer of a job in some 
other calling but could not take it unless 
he joined the other union, which probably 
would not acc•,'pt him on its books. All 
such things operated to n1ake arbitration 
difficult for the judges, the employers, and 
the employees. 

i'v1r. STOPFORD: 'l'hat is an argument in 
favour of the One Big Union. 

Mr. TAYLOR: He did not belieye in the 
One Big Union. It would be one big 
tyranny, ::~nd one big calalnity. rr~he ques
tion of hig·h or low wages in Australia had 
gone for oYer. They were faced with a high 
cost of living and high wages, and the diffi
culty was to bring the two close together 
so that industry would continue to prosper 
and the employees receive a fair rate of 
wages. Ho had given a fair amount of 
thought to arbitration, and had tried to see 
a way out of the difficulties that existed, but 
he confessed he had been unable to solve 
the problem. However, he believed that by 
<Continually trying they would probably ulti
timately attain something of benefit to the 
whole community. He did not look upon 
discontent Rs a calamity. A man who was 
satisfied with his lot, or a nation that was 
<'ontent with its position, was in a decadent 
state, and the man who was not alwavs satis
fied with his rate of wages should· not be 
reg-arded as being an unmixed evil in the 
~ommunity, be~ause, if they were never striv
mg for somothmg better, there would be no 
progress at all. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (I'ilt'l<'orth): 
i\lost of them realised that thov must haYe 
some means of bringing about a· nroper state 
of affairs betw0en employer and employee, 
aiJd they had to rpcognise that thev must 
conserve the industries in which country 
people "ere engaged. The Arbitration Court 

[Mr. Taylor. 

made an <tward in th' buttPr and chebe 
mn.king industry in June, 1920, whi~'h \\11S 

retrospective for scyen or eigl1t weeks a!Jd 
g~tve chcr"•'makers £4 12s. a week for not 
1nore than forty-eight hours a week. or n1cre 
than nine hours in any one day. An a'-' o.rd 
wac made in April, 1921, by which cheese
m tkers wore paid £5 a week. ·when the 
award wn::; n1ade in ..:-\pril last suppliers \Vcre 
r;·ctting anything from 10d. to lld. per gallon 
fo1· n1ilk, and chf'cse \Vas being sold at any
'- hing from le. l~d. to 1" 2d. per lb. 'I'o-day 
suppliers \ ore getting from 4~d. to 6d. a 

·· dlon awl cheese was being sold in the 
, hops at from ?d. to Sd. per lb. Ho would 
like to know lvhrthcr hon. n1cn1bors on t£10 
ether side had exercised tho1r rniuds o::t the 
r::duction of the wages ~£ tho primary pro
rlncPr;;:; inYoh:cd in tl1ose figurc,~and. after 
all, tlw mcncv which a uan recei 1 ed for his 
milk or crea·t1l was as 1nuch his age as the 
pa\ n1ont to a checsmnaker or a casual hand a b~ut a. fanbrv. Tho Home Secret"rl' stated 
that tle positi~,, was largel.l' due to ,:cadjust
rnent after the vrar. ~obod:;· could say that 
the prin1ary producers v, t:re doing other than 
!t-ying to adjust their businc'c,; so as to carry 
( n F'lCf'~'"' ~ull? and bring prosperity to he 
:\late; but, when the av:ar:-1 f·aid that they 
unst pay a chccsc1naker £5 l)Cl' vvc_ -·k whether 
rlwy \VCr<' f·~·tting 3d. or Sd. a lh. for their 
du-~es\, one could not but ap 1)reriPtc the favt 
d:;at at thr prc~ent tirnc the chee:s,_, __ n "king 
ilHlu: t··y 11 jn a parlous condition. The:· 
,Oll:ould ( f'l'talnJy h:...Ye ~o1nc ll!C'~_ns -,yherebv 
tlF_v (nulJ gPt"the court to 1nrrko nu '.',ar'J 
dcp· nJcnt on the cc·'"t of production fron-1 
period to pcr~od. So f:n a~ he undcrst0od 
:Jw po~ition. the: chL'CSC and but,Pr rn .. nufD·'
tttrcrs ''duld have to appeal to the c-ourt foJ' 
a reduction in ,,·ages, and he suppi)'<C'd th:>."": 
it ·muld be s~id that th,c primary producers 
and tht~ Count.ry part;. were out ,t ail bn1c3 
to lo1.·:cr \vages. I--Ie said distinctly· that they 
W<'rc not, but he said distinctlv also that it 

as the duty of an award to fix a ,,~age at 
which they could afford to produce and which 
would give them a small margin of profit. 
Nor had any of their other expenses been 
reduced in any chape or form, as would be 
"~en from the following comparison :-

i PRICJ•:~. 
Goods. 1------.----~ 

I 
! Ju~e, 19~0 June, 1921. 

~-~ 
Large Cheese Oas:es. each 1 0 4 2 
Large Cheese Bandage, I 0 4 

per yard 
Large Cheese Caps, per 

1 
4 0 0 

1,000 ' 

Rennet ... .. . ... 40s. to 50s. 
.Qalt, "Mermaid," per toil 1· 8 7 0 

At 5.40 p.m., 
The CuAHLMA~ resumed the chair. 

£ 8. d. 
0 4 5 
0 l 5 

3 10 0 

8 12 6 
40s. to 

52s. 6d. 

::\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They were quite 
within their rights in saying that the award 
had cast upon the shoulders of the producers 
an enormous bur·den. It should be recognised 
that, although during the war period a cer
tain rate of wages was paid. to-day the:: 
were getting lower prices for their meat and 
hutter and cheese and all other primary pro· 
ducts than they were dming the· years 1915 
to 1919, and yet they were paying distinctly 
higher wages all round. People interested in 
cheese-manufacturing companies were faced 
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with the fact that they had to pay from 
eight to nine h_ours a week overtln1~, r;o 
matter how anxious they were to avoid It. 
The factories .had to manufacture their 
chec~o on Sunday as ''ell as on :\ion
day, Tuc·,day, \VedneE·day, Thursday, Fri
dav anJ Saturday, and they could not 
pro~ont the payment of overtime, with the 
re··ult th".t in some of the cheese factorieo 
a bov v. ho would be the son of a farmec 
upp(ing that particular factory, would be 

earning from £22 to £2-t per n1onth in wag:_'-s, 
whil't his father and mother and the rest 
of the family, who wore working on the dairy 
farm milking the cows, would be dra\ving 
from £20 to £22 per month. UnJer those 
conJiticms, \cas it possible to keep people 
home on tho farms? Pri1nary production 
was !he foundation upon which their pro ... -
perity w j~ built. 

Hon. \v. FaRGAX S~JI1'H: Ko one is 
denying that. 

C\Ir. J. H. C. ROBEHTS: A boy of nine
teen or twenty years of ago \vould be hll'DITig' 

from £22 to £24 p0r month, which would be 
n1ore than hi.:J fathPl' and 1nother 'vould earn 
from tho dairy farm; and under thme con
ditio.Js it was ubsolutet· impossible to oxpoct 
men t,J ~,J on the land, and it was not 
possibio to aok men in ,,n 'l''JOU faith to hko 
up dair, ing or the cultivation of land as a 
livin"'. Coes~quf~ntl::, th( v ~.vould have to 
1> n1od- 1 their ..._\rbitration Court sv,~tem. The 
]',finistr" had made mention of 'apprentice,·. 
In 191,5 the 1.100\VOornba Foundr." C nnpan:: 
were Ycry keen upon the quc;;tion of con
f>truoi in':!' 1notor vi:ork 7 and agricultural in1ple~ 
ment worb, but in 1916 and 1917 the awards 
that \YPre mado "\YCrc so impos~ible fron1 
their point o[ Yie>c· that they cf,] not carry 
out their d(tcrn1ination to st,_ut those wor:;s, 
and in 1917 the"' wiped ont all idea of con
structing agricultural nw .. chinery. The Too· 
woomba Foundry Company had stated that 
in the ironworkers' award the court limited 
the numbrr of young people who might learn 
a trade and prohibited people oYer twenty
one Yeal of a~~ o frmn arquiring skill in a 
tradr. He believed that that ~tatcm<:'nt was 
absolutely ccrrcct. It was the same in all 
indu-trice. It did not matter whether a 
young fellow as efiicient or othenviso, when 
he reached th0 :tge of twent,'-one years he 
had to be paid a C'crtain minjn1un1 ,\·age. 
It did not matter whcth0r hP was a trades
Inan; so long as he said ho kno\V a littln 
bit of plumbing or carpcnteriDg and wa'· 
twenty-one years of age, he had to be paid 
a c<:'rtain standard wog-e. L~rder the prt '3ent 
S''etem they were abolishing all po,<iblc 
('hancc of bringing about a. state of efficiency. 
Ho ;,errccd with the Minister that dllcicncy 
was essential. They would be unable to get 
that efficiency if they were going to prevent 
a man of tw0nt.v-five or thirty ye us of a ']'C 
-who so dc,-;ircd from becoming a plumber or 
a carpenter or taking np come other tn~;de 
at that age. It was an unreasonable thing 
to say that a man should be paid a certain 
wage bcoau3e lie ha·d reached a cNtain age. 
The '!une thing applied in other callings 
owinq- to the imposoible conditions laid down 
bv the arbitration awards. The hon. mem
ber for Bowen had statf'd that production 
"as on the increase thrunf!hont Australia. 
He would say emphaticalh: that that was not 
so. In the "Year Book" for Now South 
\Vale·: it was laid down that the total value 
of production in Kcw South ·wales in 1911 
was £66,483,000, and in the year 1919-1920 

it was £54,692,000. In 1911 K ew South 
\\"ales was producing to the value of £39 
18s. lOci. per head, a11d in 1919-1920 only 
£27 7". 2d. per head, ol' a difference of 
£12 lls. 3d per head. That did not spell 
prosperity. Ile was quit0 in accord with the 
desire of hon. mcmberc that a scheme should 
be eYolvcd whereby they couj.d bring about 
good feeling bet\veen tho employer and tho 
c ,nplcyoe. Production had also dccreasoJ in 
QuoeE,iland. If they were going to continue 
to carry out the \rbitration Court a.ward;S, 
the l\iinlstcr should give tho n1atter \~ons.idcra~ 
tion. The hoil. gcntlen1an ha·d apparently 
given h a. certain atnount of con~ideration, 
but lF' had no one to ask for export a..dvice 
in regard to these matters. He did not 
boliev.: that the 1\Iinistcr imagined that he 
kn,'\V aH there~ was to bo kn<nvn in regard 
to tho qu0stion of Arbitn1tiou Courts. To-day 
the butter, chcc·,e, and other industries were 
ill a padous condition, but he fJYir. RoberH 
qnite realised that they had to work out 
their own sal cation, and they were trying 
ir the bc·st P"''oible v-ay to work out that 
·· , lvation; but, when thr'y found that the 
Arbitration Court awards applyi11g to their 
ca~!ing.~ \vorc inq:JOsing upon then1 an aln1ost 
il~Jpof-isi}Jle burdt'n, they CO'i;d Hot hc~p but 
acl;uit tlu1t they had got a right to sa2~ that 
the Arhitratiotl Court systern had to bo 
a'nPnd( d in ~ume f'hap'' or form. Jic \Vould 
n~ J.ke ;t LlH_ ge\;tlon to the ~,iini ~tt?r, though, 
perhap,..:, the hon. g---n-7~enutn vvculd say it 
'.YD"s nrt ccono'Tiical. Pcr::,onally. he did not 
think it would be anything- else but ef;onoiny 
if the: c ;oont on other £10.C:JO or £12.000 if 
they couU bring about a otat,, of affairs that 
•;,ould prevent disputes, which not only cost 
the workers hundreds of 'thousands of pounds 
but al2o cmt the producers hundreds of 
thou•.ll.ds of pounds. lt was impossible for 
onl: Inan to sit on a bench and arrive at a 
conclusion that \\'as going to giYe satisfaction 
to both sections of the commnnitv so far as 
the primary producers wcro con'corned. It 
was ab olutely impossibl8 for an Arbitration 
Court judr-C' to sit and take cYidcnce and 
g·ivc a fai'r and just judgm,-nt on the 
c,~iJencc adduced Contrary evidence was 
given by \Vitncs·c~. and it \Yas a most diffi
cult thing unlc-.s tho judge was au fajt wjth 
all the workings of tlw particular industry 
for him to give a fair and just ju·dgment. 
li" would , 'lgge~t to the Minister that thrc'O 
cxprrts"-rr~cn ominent1y able to give advice 
and i'l a"t as an advi,,on- board-shcJnld be 
appointed to collect evidence, and that sub
diYi.~,innal advisorv committees should bo 
croah d to collect Pviclonce in regard to any 
matter thnt "-a, going before the Arbitration 
Court. The Government r0uld pav the men 
200 guineas, the same ns they had paid the 
Commissiorwrs who had C''.:uried out the y;·ork 
of tlw rNlistribution of electorates. Those 
subJi., i ·ional committees could de a I with the 
cher"c industry, the dair:-ing industry, the 
pa ;!oral industry, the goJ.dmining, or coal
mining, or any other industry. The men to 
be appointed could be au fait with the work
ing of the particular industry they were 
called upon to make investigation into, and 
when they got the faets and figures togethPr 
thov could tlwn transfer that information to 
the' advisorv board of three experts, who 
would go fully into thf' matter and place 
their conclusions before the Arbitration Court 
.iu·dgo, and upon that eYidence the judge 
could gi Ye his decision. 

Mr. D.\SH : The Act makes provision for 
that now. 

llk J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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1\Tr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It had neyer 
hot•n done·. Unemployment to a yery groat 
r•xtcnt was due to the fact of the impossible 
conditions placed upon the different. indus
trih bv the Arbitration Court awards. The 
hon. ;nembcr who had just interjected 
thought he knew a good deal about the 
padoral industry. He would like to know 
from the hon. member how many young men 
were turned away from the differe-nt stations 
,. hen they reached the age of twenty-one 
years because the ·-trctions could not pay tho 
Arbitration Court awal'd··· Those men were 
drifting about the country looking for work 
jmt at the Yery ag<' when they would be 
made either mc1 or ,,-asters. \Vhen a young 
fellow left school and found himself unem
ployed '\'rhc1 he \Vns nineteen, t\YPDt'\·, or 
twentv-onc years of age and fonnd that it 
was difi'touJ-t for hin1 to get jnto harnc~s and 
,e,ork ho bccam<~. rnore or l0ss, a n1an \Vho 
did not like work. and became, more or le'S, 
a menace to the Sta·:.e. He hoped the Minis
ter would realise that there was going to bo 
a very serious time ahead with regard to the 
Arbitration Court. 

The noxt difficulty was in rcg>rd to the 
v·ages to bE' paid to butter ·•nrl cheese fac· 
tory employe: That would be a question 
that was givinr:- concern to the vorv best 
brains they had in the State. It wac all yery 
fine to lay dcwn the dictum that. unit'S an 
indu~try c-m.Id pry a living \Yage for a n1an. 
wifP. and three chidren, it sloould go out of 
<'Xi ''<'nee. That wage upplierl also to the 
:;;]nglc man '-d1o hacl no responsibili~-ics. and 
that had to be very con idorablv altered. 
To-day the people vihose wagu ":ere being 
con ~>L:erab1y r0ducr>d '''rTe thf' prodncers of 
foodstuff·. He hoped that, v:hon an appli
cation was made to the court for a reduction 
in vvagPs in •~rm1e of the industries in v\·hi"·h 
priYnary produc~rs were engagrd. those in
dustric; 1xou1d rcrciYo due consldt'ration frmn 
the Arbitration Court, Gncl the conPnt!nirv 
ns n \Vho1c. Smr1c pcopb be1iC>vc-d in arb~
tration Yrhjk other~ s;1id, "I.ct us \Vine it 
out. altogether"; others, again, said, "We 
dos1re to revert to the \Yag<'-s bend system 
or to havo son1e other sy"ltem whereby we 
can protect the wnrker•·'." He appc·1led to 
the Government, :vhi],,t they were protecting 
the workers, to mclude in the category of 
"\Yorkcr~ the primary produrcr. and to see 
that he recciYcd the con idcratiou to which 
bo was entitled. 

Mr. BREN~AN (7'oowoomba.) : The hon. 
member for Pittsworth had said that, a' a 
rc,ult of industrial awards, the butter end 

che£'_je industries were in a par
[7 p.m.] !ous condition. That was a verv 

unfair slat •mont. to make. Du;. 
ing the last fcv. years the farmer• had been 
d?ing excc~dingly well. He was. g-oing to 
grve quotatwns from ne\\ .;papers w1th regard 
to the ha lance-sheets of co-opcrati,- • com
panir_s, which would sh0w how fair the Go
vemment were to the farl110l"co. Thcv had 
guaranteed the farmers Ss. per bushel for 
t-heir wh•at; yet they were told that, through 
the operation of Arbitration Court awards 
farmers were not doing well. and that th~ 
butter and cheese farmers were in a parlous 
condition. He would first refer •to the Downs 
Butter Factory. Tho " Dailv Mail " of 1st 
imtaDt· had th~ following rep'Ort :-

" Toowoomba, Fri-dav.-The sixteenth 
annual gener2l meeting' of the Downs Co
opera~ive Dairy Company, Limited, was 
held m the Masonic Hall this morning, 

[]Jh·. J. If. C. Robcrts. 

The business of the meeting was to 
receive the directors' and auditors' re
ports and statement of accounts for the 
year end-ed 30th June, 1921, to elect three 
directors in lieu of Messrs. Harris, Mar
wood, and Russoll; and to olect auditors. 

" The chairman expre'"ed pleasure at 
seeing the large, influential, and repr sen· 
tative gathering. It spoke well for the 
importance of the Downs Co-operative 
Dairy Company. Limited. Ho stressed 
the fact that the pr-esent year was a 
record for tho year-as the auditors' re
port would show. The t-urnover had more 
than doubled during the past y<·ar. He 
con:;ratulated the members nnd share
holders on the splendid se,1Son just 
(•xperienccd. Continuing, the chairman 
recalled the eal'l0 dayJ of the company 
and the old pioneers who, sixtePn y-ears 
ago, helped to bring t-110 company into 
being, and he regretted that man.' wore 
not present that day. Every shareholder 
:-hou!d bo pr< ud cf the !:l ~gnifk_nt 
business which they had built up, and of 
the business done dnring the past season. 
He hoped it would continue, but he 
thought prices would fall. On account of 
the fall in London prices and the discon
tinuance of the butter pool, he thought 
they would ha Y·c to accept lower prices 
for primary produce. 

" The annual report stated-Consequent 
on the good season in the latter part of 
the period under r-eview, and the high 
prices obtained for your produce, the 
result both from a production and mone
tary point of view is a record. The total 
t·urnovcr for the y0ar was £797,069 19s. 
9d., of which amount the store is respon
sible for £106,212 Ss. ld. The total quan
tity manufactured at <>ach factory wa3-
Buttcr-Toowoomba 2,002,715 lb., Miles 
510.732 lb., Clifton 408.382 lb., Dalby 
1,872,044 lb., Crow'o Nest 864,616 lb, total, 
5,658,489 lb., or 2,526 tons 2 cwt. 25 lb., 
being an increase m·cr that- of last year 
of 1,482 tons 8 cwt. 23 lb. Chee.,e-Hodg. 
son's Vale 180.926 lb., W <'stbrook 261,790. 
lb., Koondai 201,620 !b., Jondaryan 181,291 
lb., Gowrie Junction 283,510 lb.; total, 
1,109,137 lb., or 495 tens 3 cwt. 1 lb., the 
increase being 274 tons 18 cwt. 3 qr. 13 lb. 
Faymenh to suppliers in 1920 were 
£170,186 14s. 2d. (butter), £18,613 9s. 5d. 
(chee'e); and in 1921 .£517,544 17s. 3d. 
(butter), £+8,941 Q. ... ld. (cheese)." 

l\ir. BEBBINGTO:>r: What do you want to 
show? 

Mr. DRENNAN: Ho was going to show 
that, as a result of industrial av. ards, the 
butter and chec .o industri0- were not suffer
ing. They were n1orc prosperous under a 
Labour Government than they ever had been 
before. They wore giving i.he farmers the 
opportunity of having thei1· own co-operative 
cor>:'erns and h ing their o\vn masters. By 
reason of the legislation which this Govern
ment bacl paB'ed, they were doing much 
better, than they had ever done before. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: On account of the war 
and t1w g-ood season2. but n\•t on a(·cnnHt of 
the L~.lwur GoYcrnn1(1 nt. 

i}lr. BRENKAN: He would now refer t.o 
the \Vide Bay Dairy Co1npany. rrhe " Daily 
Maii " of 3r-d October instant said-

" According to the official figures sup
plied to the thirteenth half-yearly meeting 
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of shareholders in the Wide Bay Co
operative Dairy Company, Limited, the 
output of butt.er at both factories (Gym
pie and Cooroy) easily constitutes a 
record. This shows what a favourable 
season the dairying industry has experi
enced.'' 

He would now give a· quotation from the 
"Daily M ail" of ', th S·eptember last with 
rcga1·d to Gympie-

" BIG CllEAi\1 CHEQUES. 
"The big cream cheques which the 

dairy .farn1ers have been recci ving for a 
long t1mc past are practically all spent in 
the town, wher·ea,, in the mining days 
a lot of the diYidends went awaY from 
the city. The miners are good sp"cnders, 
but mining is a fickle pursuit, and, given 
anyt}JlllV like a good Peason, -dai1·vjng 
means that regular money is circulated 
in the town. The prospcrit:. of the dairy
ing is reflect-ed in the business premises 
of the city. In recent years there have 
been big improvements and extensions 
to shops, and to-day there arc shops 
in Mary stred which would do credit to 
Queen street. Th•. beautv is that the 
lead given by the more enterprisinrr busi
ness men is being- followed by so" many 
others. In fact., the face of the business 
portion of the citv is undergoing a gr<eat 
change, and one for the• better. Even if 
mining became quite dead, it would not 
matter to the city, for dairying is its 
n1ainstay." 

He would now turn t.o the Farmers' Co
operative Distributing Companv of Queens
land, which had a 'turnover of over £1,500 000. 
The "Daily Mail" of 21st September 'last 
contained the following report:-

" Dairying is- making rapid hea,dway, 
and record supplies of cream are arriving 
at the local butter factory. Even with 
the reduced prices of butt·er the dairy 
farmer is reaping rich results. For the 
year ended 30th J uno the local butter 
factory paid over £59,000 to crr,am sup
pliers, and it is likelv that the distri
butions for the pr·csent year will exce0d 
that. an1ount." 

l'tfr. BEBBIXGTON: Xow give us a year of 
drought. 

Mr. BllE:\'NAN: IIi-, 
fi:n·n1cr \\'~t ~ to go i11 fr r 
;:;ilo~. \'i.hieh he thought- was 
in time" of drougiit.-

ndvico t 1 the 
thP <'n ,"tion of 
tbeir only holY 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will not discuss silos on this 
vote. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRE::\fNAX: He did not mean to dis
cuss the matt.or, but they could not give 
that advice too often to the farmers, as the 
succecs of the farmecs would lead to the 
success of other industries. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Did they take your 
advic<'? 

Mr. BRENNAN: They had been following 
his advice. Ho paid the award rate of wages 
when he harvested his crop of wh<'at.. Off 
10 acres of land he cleand over £50, which 
he gave to the Toowoomba Hospital. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

:VIr. GREEK (Tonmsrille): He wished to 
deal v,ith the qu,stion of arbitration in its 
relation to Queensland. They all recognised 
that industrial unrest was a deadly menac•J 

to the community. He had listened atten
tively to the speeches made during the 
debate. He was struck with the remarks of 
t·he hon. member for Oxley, not only on this 
vote, but also r·ecently on the want of confi
dence motion. Whether they agreed with 
the hon. member or not, they must all recog
nise the value of the conclusions he came to. 
Personally he did not agree with the con
clu)ions which t.he hon. member had come 
to, but the hon. member showed that he 
realised the importance of this subject and 
had the ability to place the position before 
thP Committee. The:v could not fail to rea
lise t.hat industri;d 'strikes were a deadly 
menace to the community, and they should 
all endeavour to do something to prevent the 
recurrence of strikes, which would bring 
disastnr and caus, unemployment. In this 
connection, he would. like to quote the follow
ing address which he had the privilege of 
giving at t.he Australian N ativc-;' Afsociation 
jubilee, in which he dealt with the question 
of unrest, and pointed out the d< adly menace 
which was facing the State at the present 
time:-

"\Ye have a rich and wonderful coun
try < ;tpable of supplying all our needs
capable of being developed so that it 
might bring forth a wonderful increase. 

" Our undeveloped Ti'sources, our lack 
of co-operation in promoting industrial 
pursuits, our v.rant of unit.v in endeavour
ing to bring g-eneral prosperity, consti
tute a serious dang·er to our national 
existence. If self and self interest is to 
be the predominant force in our national 
life, then we are going to prove unworthy 
of our rich inheritance and endang·er our 
very life existence. 

" I feel that if the spirit of courage 
and patriotism as manifcst.ed by our 
leaders in the past is still maintained, 
1then we will still be a potent force in 
preventine: this calamit:'. 

"Perhaps one of the greatest dangers 
which thrcat·en us is the continuance of 
industrial strife. I have no hesitation in 
saying- that it is a deadly menace to this 
fair lal1d of ours, and that in recent 
years it has don<' more to ruin the pros
perity and v.'elfarc of the Commonwealth 
of .Australia than years of drought would 
have done. 

"\Ne cannot deny that labour has two 
fundamental rights-the right to con1bine, 
to Sf.~curo betters terms for its Oli"" asset, 
and the right to strike. Combinat.ion is 
now universally recognised, and it has 
broug-ht untold good, not only for labom, 
but for the community as a whole. 

" But, in its present form. the right to 
,trike is abused. It has fa lien into the 
hands of unscrupulou ~ leader .. , and has 
hPcome a menace to society and to 
Australia's welfare. 

"It has become for labour itself a form 
of suicide. 

" The t\vo recent maritime strikes cost 
the working man in wages alone a loss 
of £6,000,000. and official statistics show 
that since 1913 st.rikes reprc.cnt in the 
Commonwealth as a whole the loss of 
17.015,747 working days and of nearly 
£10,000.000 in wages, and this monstrous 
loss in six years falls principally upon the 
workerJ themselves; and this, of course, 
represent' only the direct loss of the 
striker. 

Mr. Green.] 
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'' Therefore, I say they have become 
a national scandal and national disaster 
threatening Australia, and we should 
be prepared to recognise this and 
discuss methods whereby these disasters 
might be counteracted without destroying 
the genuine working man's fundamental 
right in this direction, for, after all, the 
typical Australian worker is not a wastrel 
or an adventurer. He is better edu
cated than tho British \Yorkman: in 
purity of type he has an advantage over 
the American. Ho has in a high degree 
both sense and character, and he is desir
ous of recognising hi; responsibility to 
his native land. 

" To solve the difficulty of overcoming 
these disasters should be a work demand
ing t.he most serious attention of all sec
tions of the community, and is a work 
worthy of the serious consideration of 
such an association as this." 

It w; ·· bec".usc he recognised that that the 
hon. me m! :;r for Ox lee·· h d brought those 
n.attem promineutly before the Chamber. 
In havinh done so the hon. m~~mber had 
manifesb.J in the truest ·pirit that he was 
f'rtdPavouring to sol-ve the difficulties with 
which they wore faced. 

1\lr. HAE1'LEY: His chief recommendation 
\Vas to re·rluC't' \vages. 

Mr. GREEX: One of thD things which 
the hon. P .:;mber had clvoccted was the 
,, r; <i;Cs board system. He (Mr. Green) h::d no 
hPsitatiDn in saying · thnt tlw Arbitration 
Court r·tuld do l1ettor thau the old wa3es 
board 6-,Yste~n. \Yhat+~Ye-r tl1e 1);-ugc'-' board 
;,a, npablc of doing, the Arbitration Court 
oJeo could do. Another B1lggostion made by 
the hen. member was that Parliament, being 
tho ~'lptctne nuthoriL·, might con.sidcr the 
quc-:(.an of fixing a" l-·,:v~ic 1v<:go. Anyone 
v.-hc• ha cl had much to do "·ith politic:tl and 
parliamentary life \\oulrl surely oppose mch 
a sugGestion as that. Thev v. antod as little 
pulitical interfere lC_ as ·poseible in their 
industrial life. But they must rucognise 
there w·:s "' wceaknoss in connection viith the 
pr<'Eont Arbitre1tion Court. The workers 
thrrr1selves thought £Offi(thing v:Tas wanting. 
He felt that the ArbitratiDn Court was the 
right principle. It wa·, on]::- commencing, 
and there was no reason why they should 
r,ot improve it so that justice W{JUld be meted 
out to all. One of the chief r(<tsons vvhv he 
ccnsidored the },rbitration Court had" not 
been as suc.ce. -ful a,s it might have been, 
Wllf that ocvmg to ]'l'C' perous years and good 
prit•:t-J the j":.dgPQ h:Jd follo\v_,d the liuP of 
1c~H;t rcsist",nC'e. E_n1ploycrs had not cared, 
because they h')d s1rnply pas.ocd on the cost, 
and the communit-· ha.cl had to bear the 
Lurdcn. The hon. member for Mackav said 
that in the Arbitration Court the g'enereJ 
communit,· Fas considered. One of the 
greate't disadvantages of the court was that 
in its '"' ards the communitv was not con
sidered. To be perfect and fulfil all its 
functions for the benefit of th0 whole of the 
people of the State. the Arbitration Court 
should be gui clod by the principle of con
sJdcring the CDmmunity in addition to the 
cmployr·rs or employees. Further, he did 
ncc, think the industries of the State had 
been given consideration. vVhen awards h<~d 
been given at a time v,rhen industrie-; \vere 
prosperous, considerat'ion had not been given 
to the eventual effect upon those industries. 
If, in the Arbitration Court, there was mani
k ted- the spirit of conciliation which the 

[Mr. Green. 

court """ intended to represent, which said. 
" Come, ]et us reason togeth0r," gre,ater good 
Y:culd be done. The practice in t.he pasc 
had been " Come, let us fight together." 
The employer '·'-as fightinv against the 
employee, and the employe-e n :,-ainst employer. 
Until that spirit of enmity "as overcome they 
would fail to obtain their objectiv-e, He was 
ko8nly disappointed v ith the response made 
b,- the :;Iinistcr to the roma.rks of the hon. 
ntembcr for Oxley. The hon, gentleman 
started off by saying that that hon. member 
was always willing to suggest improvements 
to a' 'ist the Government; and then he 
immediately started to abuse the Opposition 
and work in as much political propaganda as 
he could. 

Hon. VI'. FORGAN s~nTH: You have the 
idc t that your side can attack the workers 
and the i~Hluo,trial awards all the session 
without a re-ply. I a.m going to take ovorc
opportunity to reply to tho'.e attacks. 

!Hr. GREEN: Other Government members 
following the Minister adopt ·d the same 
line of discuseion until, in the speech of the 
Lcn. n:ern bcr for I3o,Ycn, they had a speech 
Oil wlnch that h{m. mc.nbcr could b.1 con
grntnhted bY everyone. vVhat WPS the Go
vc·nnlent's attitude to,vards arbitration? 
J ndgim: by their actions, he had no hosita· 
tion in ·,aying that they h~ted the court like 
poison. By regulation they withdrew from 
the operations of the conrt their own 
en~ployco.:; 1-vho vvere receiYing UP'''ards of 
£;300 per annum. He had a letter frDm the 
Public Service A~:ociation protesting against 
their having been cut out frorn the privileges 
0f tbe court. 

The THEA3URER: Wha.t limit would you 
suggPst? 

Mr. GREEN: In t.he "Dailv Mail'' of the 
lCth instant, they found the following para
graph-

" The comloinod railw 1y unions, like 
tho rest of the unions associated with 
the public service, are dissatiG'icd with 
the actiDn of the Government in reim
posi'lg the £300 emb.ugo. Spectking of 
the matter on Saturday, a prominent 
official of one of the rail way unions said 
that the cflect of the embargo w:cs that 
g ruih1cay man on tho basic wa.fSe of £4 
5,, a week in No. 4 district (l':orthcrtt 
DiYi~·ion), 1tha.t \vas frorn Hu~honden 
uutvyard--. was prcclnded from going to 
thr- court becan,e his allo·.-:ancos brought 
his salary up to or be-. ond the £300 
mark. In No. 3 di,trict a man who 
earned £8 over the b,,sic wage, as the 
result Df overtime, Sunday time, or in 
any other manner, was also precluded 
frnm obtaining the benefits of t.ho court. 
The embargo embraced anyone who 
earne-d £300, not solely by wages or 
ealary, but by reason of the fact that 
he was stationed in a ccrbin pa.rt of the 
State, his allowances would bring him 
b the £300 mark. In fa,ct, it was stated 
that whereas railwa v men in the coastal 
district could approach the court, m on 
in the same v.rade in the 'Vestcrn dis
trict, by re;:~son of the embargo, were 
unuble to do so. The combined railwav 
unions have written to the Premier (M1:. 
'.l'heodoro), exprfoding oppo-cition to the 
Government's decision, but so far only 
a formal reply has been receiv-ed." 

He had no hesitation in saying that the 
Gov-ernment representatives in the court 
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opposed the awards more strongly than the 
private employers did. He would road what 
the "Sun" said in regard to the award 
giYen to the nurse-.;-

" There s.hould be some explanation 
why a Lahoc>r Government, professedly 
out to better the condition of the 
workers, did 1 in the recent proceedings 
throuf?;h the Gndor Secretarv (:Ylr. Gall), 
consis-tently and with omph~sis, on their 
behalf, oppose every clam<J of the claim, 
irr·~spectiYe of its financial aspect. 
Sure! v it is not claimed that the Govern
ment" la going to suffer unless a nurse 
is fi11ed for breakages without appeal, or 
that seventy hours is a rea_-,onable \Voekly 
period of work, or that nurses should 
not Lo allowed out 'vhen off duty, for 
fear they n1ight be wanted, etc., otc. 
fThis qvc2tion demands an ans .. wor. ..\re 
all the claims of the Government for 
social recognition ' hot aii~' ! Are their 
rnain activities confined to ' hitting the 
bloated C111itnlist,' and then, ah in the 
recent arbitration, proceed to show him 
ho\IT to down the humbled and most 
cnsla,~efl o£ nll professional "\vorkors
the nunses." 

They on the Opposition side had been 
ac,cusod of opposiHg arbitration, o£ endea
,-ourillg to do'.' n the vYorkcrs, and of desiring 
to brine- about a system of low wag•cs. It 
was only ri;;bt that they should refute those 
statcmcn', and sJro~,, that the Government 

ere a little bit worse than they charged the 
Upposition with being. They on that side 
also hnd been ac~u:"ed of "\Vanting to increase 
hour , and b:.' that means increase the out
put to make industries pay. He would give 
a quotation from the " Daily Standard " in 
reg.ud to the question of increased produc
tion-

" It is to be regretted that the em
plo: eos in the Baralaba State Coal Mine 
did not eflrlier offer, and make good, 
their suggestion that the rate of pro
duction should be increased by 20 per 
cent. The Minister for Mines put the 
facts of cho cr.· e fairh before them and 
pleaded that they should do sufficient 
work in order to prevent him being put 
in the ridiculous position of working 
an 8-foot seam of coal and putting it on 
the trucks at a loss of 2s. 9d. per ton. 

"The Minister might have ordered 
this to be done on pain of immediate 
disn1is.,.al.'' 

That was practically what Opposition mem
bero had said-that if theY wanted industries 
to pay for themselves when the market value 
of the products of those industries had fallen, 
they mlbt increa•" the output. They found 
also that there had been a 10 per cent. 
reduction in wages at the Ipswich work
shops. Thcv could either call it a 10 per 
cent. reduction, or retrenchment. 

The f'HAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member must discuss that matter on the 
Railway Estimates. 

Mr. GREE:\': \Yhen any hon, member 
on that side suggested something which he 
felt would help to relieve the acute pnsition 
existing, they had thrmvn at them for poli
tical purposes the accusation that the0 
wanted to reduce wages and abolish the 
Arbitration Court. 

The Ho1m SECRE1'ARY: You don't want us 
to oppose any log. 

::VIr. GHEE);: He stood for .a man getting 
a fair living v~-ago and Yrorking under de
cent conditions. Even bon. n1ernher of the 
Opposition was abs~Jiut"ly honoot in that 
rcsp •d. :\'ot only drd ho want the workmg 
man to bo happy and contented, but he 
wanted industrc· to grow and the State to 

develop and bo prosperous. lion. 
[7.30 p.n1.] n1mnbers oposite should realise 

that thc'e suggestions wore made 
in all honesty and in an ondlavour to relieve 
an acute position and to bring about a 
state of afl'airs that would be a credit to 
everyone \Yho was assisting to administer 
the grut State of Queensland, 

Hox. W. H. BAR'\JES (Btdimba): He 
bclincd that every member of the Committee 
'v'a'> anxious so to conduct the affairs of 
Queensland as to bring !J,mt conditions 
,atisfactory to the people employed in her 
indu,trics. It was the solemn duty of tbe 
Cornrnitteo to endeavour to do that. It 
had been said that hon. mc~nbers on the 
Opposition side \,ere nLt in favour of arbi~ 
!ration, whereas they were rettlly returned 
on that policy, as ho would prove by refer~ 
encc to ,a policy speech n1 d:: just before 
tlv laet election. The fo1lu1-..:ing s,)ntencc wus 
rn it:-

" The growth of industry and the fre
quently recurring troubles clearly point 
to the fact that it is absolutely cc·oenti"l 
in the best intcrb .ts o£ the State, as a 
whole, that prm·ision should be made for 
the creation of a Jl.finistor of Labour, one 
who would have sole charge of affairs 
and whose chief duty would be-

(a) To endeavour to prevent strikes 
and lockouts. 

(b) Encourage the settlement of in
rhc trial dispul0s by arbitration and 
prevent direct action. 

(c) Encoura3'e the development of 
conciliatory measuroc, and also co
~operation between employer and em
ployee." 

One of the dangers which had been and 
probably would continue to beset Queensland 
-although he hoped not-was the constant 
recurrence of strikes, "-hich had frequently 
meant a verv gnat d<eal of dislocation and 
suffering-suffering \Yhich, generally spea_k~ 
ing, fell upon thme least able to bear rt, 
more particularly the women and children. 
Therefore it was the duty of a~ny party to 
seek to relieve the disabilities that existed 
in the relations between employer and 
employee. It was c-scntial that no wedge 
should be driven in to make any differences 
greater than tllDy wore. He was a !Sreat 
believer in bringing people log :ether to drscuss 
difficultitieo as they arose, and he held that, 
if that wpre dDne, they would very larg_ely 
avert the dangers threatening the communrty. 
The same policy speech included the follow
ing paragraph:-

" I need not remind the public of 
Queensland that the advent of the Labour 
part~- into tho control of Qneens!and's 
affairs ha~s not brought about less mdus
trial trouble, but rather since their ad
v _;nt to office, taking ono year with the 
oth<?r, strikes have bc·en more frequent 
and the industrial troubles have been 
greater, but without in ~ny ,;·ay_ attempt
ing to lab<lur that p01'!l, rt rs krro_wn 
that such strikes bring with them, Irrrta
tion, loss upon those least able to bear rt, 
and especially upon women and children, 

Hon. JV. II. Barnes.] 
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and ca~t :::>xtren1c ~ufficring- upon thesC' 
and upon those \Yho ha," c not contribu\ ,d 
towar·ds the trouble-.:, 

He ,,~as a bclicYcr in arbitration, because 
he belieYe·d thet bv t 11at means ·tlwv '"Juld 
help to relieve some of the difficulties which 
existed. In that conne0tion it sh med to him 
csstntial that the person who presided over 
the court had a thorough knowl£dge of the 
busine'" affairs with '"hich he had to deal. 
It was no reflection on the Committee to 
Sa)· that probably one or h•. o hon. members 
would be a.ble to deal with the question of 
law in a ,, ;tV that no other hon. members 
could. Some. of them would find themselves 
in a 'nry grave difficulty if they had to 
deal with questions of lav:, simply because 
they did not understand them. There were 
other members who specialised in iinancial 
matters and social matters, just a., men speci. 
alised in the ordinary avenues of life. One 
of the wcaknc·ses of Australia in the past 
had been due to tlw fact that the men 
appointed to de.ll with indmtrial questions 
did not under3tand the particular industries 
concerned, and, without in any \VUY reflecting 
on their Arbitration Court judg,·s, he held 
that judges ere snrncti:n1es rot th~ bL•st. 
m<··l to preside over industrial difliculties, 
bccau •e they could not pocsibly be seized 
'"ith the practical part of the business. It 
was also nu;c,~ary that the repres-entativc:.
of the employers or emplo;•ecs .bmlld go to 
tourt with the distinct desire to deal with 
diflicultieo as they cropped up. To·day 
people were desperately anxious for work, 
and let nobody got into his mind the idea 
that e-;er" employer, or the majority of 
employ{'rs, or even one-tenth of them, was 
actuated bv other than feelings of kindne,s 
toward.. the men who wantc'c! work; but, 
frequently in a time of crisis such as tlPt 
through which they wert> no,· po.ssing, a.n 
employer was prevented from helping such 
men from a varietY of cause~. One was that 
t!1cy could not saY to a 1nan who came to 
them for work that he might ·tart at the 
same rate as the man \vho \Ya'" \Yorking at a 
wct>kly WP&G. Tlwre w!'rc thing'' that 
needed adjustment along such lin:s. and he 
hoped that .\.rbitration Courts Lnd industrial 
awards would not go in the dirrdion of 
pcnali.sin~T 1nen who wa.ntcd v-ork. as they 
did to·day. A man came into his office only 
this lYeek. a strapping fellow, and told him 
that he had a job to go to, that he was 
willing to join the unicn concerned, but 
he was not allowed to do so because there 
were alreadv so manv on the boob that thev 
would not • accept rrnv more. \Vas it in 
accordance with the spirit of Britioh fairplay 
that a man who wanted v·ork and could !l'et 
it ehould be told he could not work, 'D that 
h" had to go and get re lid? 

2\lr. \VEIR: He was pulling your leg. 

Ho'\. W. H. BARNES : He was not. " The 
hon. mDmber knew. or should know, that 
it \Vas correct, and that it was not an isolatrd 
case. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRIC1:LTURE: \Vhat 
union was that? 

Ho,;. \V. H. BARNES: He was sorry to 
sav it was not onlv so in one union. In his 
m;n business receritlv thev found themselves 
up against it somew.hat, and they Wf're told 
in connection with their dravmen-he did 
not know whether they were. unionists or 
not-that, if they went off and were non
unionists. the firm could not re-engage them. 
·was that right or fair? 

[lion. W. If RarnPs. 

1ir. DV'\STAN: I know that your party 
boycott"d the ,,-orkers before there was any 
nnion. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
did not lmm\ anything of the kind. The 
test should be a m:.tn's ability and willingness 
to work, and no Arbitration Court should 
prevent a man frorr1 getting bread ar1rl butter 
if he could get a. job. 

The HO)[E SECHETARY: Then whv fix the 
price of wheat? ' 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: Tho hon. member 
would find that ever:· day different pric< .. 
wcrP given for wheat, because qu;_1Jity was. 
the test. He was referring to wheat that was 
other than of fair av:__-'ragc quality, which 
'~as perhaps slightl:v tair1t:~d with (In ut, and 
for which perhaps 2e. 6d. might b., given in 
one cas" and up to Ss. 6d. in another. The 
policy speech from \vhich he had quoted 
contained also the following decL, rat ion:-

"The National party wonld so seek to 
govern as to in··m·e the due observance 
b." all partic< of industrial awards beliBY
ing ah they do ou every occa'c~Dn when 
awards flT(~ not obs0t··n~d. it is having 
a weakening effect on arbitration, and 
will help to break it down." 

Members of the1 Nationalist party were 
returned on that policy. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICcLTCRB: '\Vhat 
policy ic, that-low wages? 

Ho:-.r. \Y. H. DAR:\'F:S: The hon. member 
belonged to a party under whom there 
,,-ere no wage3, but unemploym{'nt in every 
direction. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: You fought us for 
three months once for 23s. 6d. a week and 
twelYe hours a day. 

HoN. W. H. K\RNES: Th· Home Seere· 
tary somdimes lost his he<~d. The position in 
Qucensbnd was that, as a r(•sult of the 
return of the pr s.nnt GovernmDnt, there 
were no wages. \Vhcther thev took the policy 
of the then leader of the Nationaliet party 
or the policy of the party as now laid down, 
it would be found that arbitration was dis
tinct!:· included. 

:i\Ir. MOORE (A_,bi(Jny): The hon. member 
for Toovvoo:,.lba sought i.o 1 ,~pl:.- t·) the 
hon. member for Pitisworth b. quoting the 
balance-sheets of certain co-operative cheese 
factories. He did not sec what that had to 
Jo with the qur-,tion. It oril·: illnctratecl 
that f'O-operatiYe companies wt?r,:>. able to 
ca.rr~~ on bu~iness in a far bettc~r way than 
the Govc-rnmont. In am· ccse, those balance. 
sheets "ere for last yoai·. ,dwn ·th<> suppliers. 
,,·ere getting lOd. a 'l'allon for their milk 
where as to·day the · wrrt' getting 4d. and 
5d. The hon. member for 'Tomvoomba might 
be a Yery good farmer, but he was a very 
pror l£Jvv~'"-T. hcc,<")U,:f' he sr:id hP prld t~P 
arbitr~tion award rato for his farm labour. 
when then w lS no a»·ard and never had 
bE't'n in connection with the industry. 

Mr. BnEx::-;Ax: There w~'· I paid the 
sa1nc as \Va~ paid to the construction workers 
at \Villowburn. 

Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. member for 
Toowoomba think that. if he told the farmer 
that he paid the award rates, tho farmer 
would be so simple that he would not know 
that there was no award rate in tr0 agricnl· 
tural industrv? One diflicultv in connection 
with the Arbihation Court was tho way in 
which it was managed. Thev had the paid 
",ccretary of a union making· apnlication fo1 .. 
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t L, ·v: a ward vd1ilst half of the mcrnber:, of 
the union did not know that a fre-h a'vard 
wLs being asked for. 'rho secretaty had not 
n?ry n1uch to do €xcept, perh". ps, to go 
to the court, and he st. xl to loc·0 nothin" 

hich.J~-er the caso went. If no iurreas~~ 
grantPd \vas no \\Or.,·~ f fl'. .. nd if an 

was granted so n1ueh t.hc beEer. TlE~ 
€rnployccs on.ga~cd in the industr.v should 
drcidc whctlu•2· there 8hould be ·tnv ·y=triation 
c f the award, and it shuulcl not 1; • left to a 
paid union ::;c,~rctar;· in Bri,.,banc to go to the 
t uurt whenever he plom; . .;U_ to do so. At tho 
iJcginning nf the, yt>~r tl1o.;· did 1wt kno\< in 
thr:-i1· indu~trjr::; ·,~ h:1t yariat1 1.ns o~- thf.: a'<~.Tard 
wcr.J going to be a~ked for cinring C1·: ~ ,_ '.~r. 
On.' of the principles of the Imluslrial 
\r1Jitr::1tion Act y·as c nciliatio 1, Lut. con-

eiliation had dropped out altog-ether. and it 
l!H'ant llOIV that pycry had to be fougl1> 
in the C0tnt ar1d r· •eh 1vas tr:-ing to take 

poi·1t against tho other. lie ·would 
''hat the Right Hon. J. H. Ulynes had 

say-
"·v·. c hear ahnost daily u: so nething 

relatlng to 1vorkers ill the n1inc·s, in cotton 
n1ills, e11<~ incr·ring 1vorker~, on the r.::dl
'va~ <'!!ld in transnort scryiccs. Thcso 

divisions of trr~de c-xi<;;t t-ithnr in the 
I]<Jturc of national industries, o1· in such 
;:;tre~1gth oi '.or king-class org:1nisa tion 
that they a.r:? boun.-1 to Ln k' pt more or 
Jc' in thf~ r)ublic eye. In thPse trades 
the vYorkcrs havC net adontt:d the nrPci.se 
for-rn of i~·H-:Ju:"3trial council rco;mnn1cndcd 
in the \Vhitlcy report. All the "u-,r, con. 
tact jg rnaintaincd L-,twt::- .. n th0 or~anised 
wol'k and the org 1-ni d c :tployees i t 

111any of tlFse tradPs and oll m:onner of 
quc.:;ti~ns arc !tied between them v, c;;~~ 
by w·.ok. 

"Gr0c:.t aro these big in<:nstricJ, it 
is ont .,ido : b t 1- rt-u: nt.nJ b~r~ of 
\\ agc-c_,rners 'ro ctn~Joyt>cl \1il1ions of 
n1rn and vvomen earn thcjr living in busi
n' -:lsf's in '--hich trac!f ~ unionisn1 has bec~J 
('~i-ab)i;;Jlcd onlv in l'f'CCnt V(\--:'_rS anr1 0bout 
h\-o --~nd a-h:11f n1iJlion Sl~ch \\ orkcrs arc 
no·"<· covered b~7 joint industrial <?oun:~ils. 

"This vvork cannot r:o oct ·without i··:l
pro' ing v<'ry natcri nll:-- the spirit in 
which fnture industry is to be con
daetcd." 

That was what they wan'ocl to-d y. The 
v;agPs board s~ : .. tcn1 provided that to a very 
ronsidcra\le extent, and, though that systcn1 
had many defects, he did not think it had 
n~-rrlv as n1anv as the Arbitration Court 
'Tstem had. To-day they were faced witi1 
perpetual YHiations of awards. 

Hem. W. Fm~GA~ S~1I1"H: \Vhat kind of 
tribunal would you set up? 

}\Ir. 2\lOORE: He would c -tablish a wages 
board fo1· each industry or an industrial 
eounc;l. 

Ilon. \Y. FonGA~ S:\TITH: That can be done 
undt~r thn .. _\.et no\v; alld in the on]y case in 
-..vhicl1 it \vas done the Ernploycrs' Federation 
appealed against the d·Jcisiou of the board. 

2\lr. MOORE: Because thoro was an appeal 
i·1 ono caso it did not prove that tho Act was 
bad. 

Hon. \V. FORGAX ScmrH: Under the present 
Art an industric.l tribunal can be csbblished 
for any particular industry. 

Mr. MOORF:: It was absolutch- useless the 
judg-e telling- the rcprcsc 1tatin~s "to meet him 
~in friendly conference. 

lHr. C-LEDSON: That i ... incorrer:t. The coal
ftli1F"l',". have had a boar-d ever since the Act 
c-~ _lle into operation. 

}\] r. :VlOOHE : Uonfcrcnees were nb· olutRh· 
use le He. had attended one or h..-o. One 
2ic\} \n)u]d put its log on th0 table a d sa5?. 
'·\Ye stand by that." 

1\fr. G-LEDSON: That is incorrc-:t. 

~h. MOORE : Whut i.hcv Wilntecl was 
something IYlorc stable, so ti1at they wou!d 
know "here thcv stood from ono vcar's end 
!0 the othcr-wliich thev did not l~now now. 
Th": OlJ]y c •.3o in ,rhich 'the financial position 
o£ an \L.'l tak2n i11 1~0 C01hidcration 
\'·r!.·· Ill of the Tiail·~,-a:-.T I)-partnL~nt, 

caid tlwt he diJ not think 
h- the rate., th .t he thouc ht the 

should ha vc, OY· ing to : ho fhl tncial 
of the Gov-crnn1ent. 

~lr. 1 LlRTLLY: 'V hen did the jud';C say 
tL1 

!\fr. ~\IOOR.E: T'hu judge macle tho;;e 
remarks when fran1ing the railway a\Yard 
l:_, "t .Y'-'H and again this year. 

The judge :aid that the finanrial position of 
tl·,' conHtrv \Youltl not. allo·-~.- of it. \Vben an 
cnlinary ~J.anufac~urin·~ industry \\Cut bl'for·e 
the court, it did not _;_aatb..:r Yrhether the 
iinaiHial pcsition \Ya'3 bad or not, the court 
rin:.l"J1y ·id, " Y on ,ha vc t>J pay the rate of 
\Yagr~s I .::tvv--tl·d, and, jf you can110t p:1y, then 
~on wiH to close dowu." The prinripJ.c 
fH 

10ptcd rnibTay ca:,Je . hJtdd be~ adopt·- d 
in othel" indu-·trir,~. 

:VIr. ·wJ IR : lhw do ou propo 
tain the financial position uf 
The hm:. member kno" s the 
is giyeu l ~.fore the r.Jurt. 

Mr. ~100RE: The cJuri had DO''; -r :-0 

obtain "'..Vh'-tt:~ver f'Yider::-t re quin_-c1. Scrne 
ot th£' e..-idPllCP gi,-e:.~. the t -Jprt ·,y.a_.;; 
ridicL.lon~. Evidenre Yra6 giV{'Il in Too
woon1ba bv :, lllall to thr- f'fl'0c L that be fed 
to hi. hl :.3l~ t:_ree bar:~ o~ clJp[f, o bac; o£ 
c;)l'll, and a L_lg of bran per ·- ,_.,. tn·d tha7'" 
v.-as never que~ tioneJ. The L;nlt roul.d o~.·~ 1in 
any evidence it l'CCJ.Uii·cd, an.l co11ld call .for 
docun1Pnt'lry eYidP~_cc if nee :'·ary. 

:\Ir. VrEIH: IIov,· could the c ;urt invcsti-,."rltr 
the book:~ of a cornpany with the prc~·0nt 
Corn~lrnies Act in force? 

:'fr. 3/IOORE : The books of the Mount 
:.\Iorgan Con1pany wen~ -L-udited, and the 
~-· :.:.tcllkllt of the con1pany v·as found to be 

and then hon. rnen1bcrB opposite fJ:l id 
auditm·s did not go back far enoug·h. 

Because the auditors coul-d not find what lhe 
unions vvantcd the"n to find, hon. l11ClTibt:rs 

di ··agreed with them. The court had ·~mp:e 
power to ascertain whether an industry could 
stand the wages askod fnr or not. If they 
went along making awards as they had dorc 
u) to the pre.-.:"nt tin1e, they \.VC' re going to 
clow down induc:trics in Queensland and 
create more unemployment. 

:\Ir. G. P. BARC>JES (Wnru:ick): He was 
of the opinion that the Government WPr<:' 

waiting for a lead from that side of thC> 
Chomher as to what thev should do in con-
11<"Ction with arbitration." It was evident to 
nw',t mind, that the Government were ready, 
and felt the int-ense need of giYing imn12diat0 
attention to the question of arbitration. T!w 
.,~hole of their economic life at the present 
time was affect0d, and it needed a very sane> 
outlook in connection ,vith the arbitration 
laws c.f the land. He would not indinte for 

)fr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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.·t :mmncnt that ho ,vas avPrso to arbitrabon 
or conc:liat!on: He knew of nothing clsB that 
could tnkc the place of arbitration and cc n
ciliation in this Stn.te. now they had gone '" 
fur. y,Ta'{:- board.;; might do iL TherP JHLbt 

bD a cou1~t of apr.r•J.1 for n1atters in dis)ntc. 
an cl the oni ·: authorit·; to which they could 
refer nuttter~ on \Yhich tho ernplo .·er ~t:nd the 
etnploycc \Yore di\·idcd, aLJ 111 di ~lnltes 
between rnan and man, wa:-: the cotnt t.hut 
they now possc•·'Cd. vVhcn thc:7 found th·.t 
disputes had increased. th-y must of necc--sity 
giv0 consider:-1tion to thonghts on ~·)me 
broader linns. ::'-Jo 1natt.cr how \Vise, jud:c1ou::-, 
or conriliatory the jndit(--.; n1ight haYC bcf·n, 
and ho-v. ever ternn.'ranleu"t- :llv flt' c(_~ ti!0\' 

might have bef'n ~nj1pc~cd to L2, they had j~] 
thr~ gr0.~+ hulk of in tanc s 1 -'lr -,2ly f'tile:l Ti 
wa a~)surd to think that anv one man hould 
have in hj._, craniun1 as a reSult of kno ,,-l0r' 
brought 1lC'£o~·o him_ th0.t {'] tourh ~,·it.h 
life of their inclustrirr, that -v\·ould en d-lc hirn 
to <:Ollte to a. \Vl-::0 eoncbt~,icn rog rdin_r. t 1-e 
in:uH1 1 r.< blc tnat 4· ~r-:, that w0r"':"~ nlart~d h0foro 
hirn. if the",- \\,·re tD iLl])rove ihe industrial 
lif::- of the ~01n1nunih·, they wo11kl hav0 to 
widen the· c-:>urt to a vcrc~ largt' extc,,t. \"\"),,~ 
should they not. ':.hen various dispute, omc '. 
rnak0 of it rcn·1~d-t ~hle 111attcr lr· intro
d·-ciJ'IT thr- c·11n!o _ c•r.-: · nd f'l11l}lc \ to the: 
bench~ wh~n thcv ··and the judge· could giYf' 
tht~ matt{ r ronsi:lpration? Then they IVOtdd 
haw the reprc',::1tative of the er;rployecs 
doing sOJncth1ng to bc·tt,_ r the crnployce or 
tl1e nnion, and they 'Yonld b _...-~ the 111a~i ~r 
1nind \Vho \Y16 in touch with the Yariou~ 
side is~ues in connection .- ith th0 tnakini): o£ 
an a~ .. ,-ard. I-Ic •,yns convinced that a rolu
tion of n great rnany of their trouble-" n1ight 
br: found in th0 E-'~.:te;lding- of the eonstitutio.:.1 
of t.hP Arbih-1tion C ;nrf in thP direcr:.:m he 
:3ugc::f'.;:tc,J. They found that, instead of g-oing 
frorn good to bc'tcr. tlwy .had gone from bad 
to -wor"c. J(nibbs's figure-~ substantiated h1~;:; 
staternrnt C. ·t tho.rc· ·erP not i:mnroving. 
Th,, atbi'r:-rtion laws h· d not helped i-o cur~ 
tail disputes, but had rather !-·--llwcl to 
er..courage thcn1. A( _'ording to K_nihb.,'s 
figures, thr" nu1nbcr cJ working da:-s lost in 
Q.urensland bccaus~ of the i:ndE'3tri{t1 di8putes 
were-

"1915~ 

1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 

19,324 
170 690 
317,699 
183.883 
f%,661" 

Last v• 3!' the num~)0r had fallen to 68,298. 
There. w~s evidence that, with the exception 
of last 'e:tr. incte \d d the Arbitration Comt 
having" brought about a lcs·_,;ening in the 
number of disputes, theJ had very largely 
in-erea:~ccl. ThP monctarv lo~s incurred 
through indusb-ial di'·putcs had also increnecd 
during the r-a1nc period. 

At 8 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooP=:R {Hremu), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieYcd the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BAHXES: In 1919, the mane· 
tar:v loss to wag0~earners was £327,527. 
The'': should all try to bring about a better 
feeling in the community. and to lessen the 
number of dispntc·s whic·h had been dis
figuring- th0ir industrial lifp and interf0ring 
with the development of the State for so 
many years. Again and again .a dispute had 
arisen at a critical time in an industry. A 
boat, for instance. might have been waiting 
to take meat a}Joard, and a strike took place. 
The shippers got tired of waiting, and the 

[1lfr. G. P. JJ,-rrn,ol<. 

boat had to go away without its cargo of 
m eFt t. That kind of thing we.s still going 
ou, and it waq necessary for them to arrive 
at son1c solution in order to prc\-ent its 
eoEtirlll~UIC lt -.~::\cJ f'Yith_ ;,t. that the Go
YCrJHI .. --..nt felt the nE'CE'ssitv of some con
sider;Jtio-:_1 ~ci11g [;"iYen to th; nunter of \vagt:·~· 
ay,-ard··. rrhc Secr,_'t-try for 1\.Iines expressed 
himself in ,-ery trcncl1:~nt la,nguage in con
nection -·with the :Galarabn. disnute. ':rho 
Chief Secretary al'o expn'sscd ~ his vie·,;'s 
fc·rrlo sly in connection with :1\Iount Morgan, 
and. while other member.' of the Cabinet 
mi7ht !n,~o differed ,_~ith him, he was bold 
l-~1ough to indicate what the v. orkH's of 
l\'ount Mm·gan should do. The Government 
al'"J \1-ere taking up tho san1e attitude in 
conr.cction with the Railway Department . 
and the Department of Puhlic Instruction. 
Something had to be done to stop the inccs~ 
sant demands which were bein<r medo for 
new awards. I--Io could not i1llagino any
thing more unseemly than the incn:J.sc in 
the ~1,ward sought by the union..:.: in connec
tion with the railwc,y workers recently. The 
raihvays were practically only returning ~ 
per crJnt., as again~t 6~ per cent. intere.t 
which was being fHtid for tlw money bor
rovYed, yet the raihvuy unio11s 1nade claims 
which, if granted, would hayo meant a 
further outlay by the Railway Department 
of £1,200,000 per annum. In order to show 
how unreasonable the demands d the unions 
were, it ,,,ould be as well to read parl of 
the evidence given by Mr. Steer in this 
connection, as reported in the " Courier" of 
14th September last-

" In 1920~21 the department earned 
£5,2i9,000, while the working expenses 
were £5.048,000. lo,wing a net revenue 
of only £231,000, equal to 10s. 7~d. per 
cent. upon the capit d invest'd in rail
ways now open for tra:ffi~. Tne intlrest 
charge was £1.812.000. so there "as a 
loss of £1,581,000 for the year; notwith
standing this, rates and fares have not 
been increased for noarly tl.vo ·yo;lrs, as 
to do so would act detrimnntally to 
country residents. Bu;:;iness has ret.,~ntly 
diminished considerably. During the six 
1,10nths ended 30th June la t, 900,000 
fewt.·r train 1nilo"' 'vera run than in the 
previous half~ycar, and th.l ea ··h takings 
.,-ore £406,000 k,s. In the last two
months (July and August) the rec:ipts 
"ere £88,000 less, and t'l8 expenditure 
£39,000 greater, than the same months 
of last y0ar, r"s althcug-h \Ve have fe,ver 
hands employed, and 289,000 fewer train 
miles ere run, the saving \Vas more 
than counterbabnced b--:.y a·;,;arcl increases 
to th,, staff. The fir d; a ward operated 
from 1st July, 1917. and since then the 
length of line has increased by 10 per 
cent., the numbc,· of employees b:v 4 per 
c,~nt., revenue 33 per cent., and l.Yorking 
expense" 69 pOi' cent., while the net 
revenue is 72 per c0nt. lhs. 'l'he in
creas0s in tbe rninin1um adult sf'Jarios or 
·wages for various positions are as fol
loTs :-Clerks 91 per cent., station· 
masters 82 per cent., night officers 92 per 
cent., porters 7~ p•;r cent., shunters 83 
per cont., guard, 85 per cent., drivers 62 
per cent., firemen 80 per cent., mechanics 
81 per cent., and fettlcrs 77 per cent. 
The award increases from July, 1917, 
n.mount in th'; aggregate to nearly 
£500.000 per annum, and tho further 
increace·1 now a ,ked for bv tbc Queens· 
land· Railway Union (inciuding shorter 
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hours and extra pay for night work) 
amount to approximately £1,200,000 per 
annum_.'' 

\Yith tho', e facts uppermost, the unions asked 
fur a new U'i', ard which vvould further in-
( n- tbc ex pens~·, o£ the Railwa.~, Depart-

.liEcnt .±a,2uO,OC-) per unnum. Although tLe 
UoYcrnment might not imlit.,te their true 
i'cclingoo, they knew that that condition of 
thin~rs could not contir1ue to exist. l-:lo 'would 
.Jgges~ that the ArLitJ:ation Court, so far 

.ts no~v avYards ''Tcro concerned, should ha\ e 
lorw holiuay. Ever~· consideration should 

be given to the h_ ttornLnt of vnrious 
nH:tters; but, if their industrit.s were to rc
rnain stable. a stop \voulc: have to be put to 
the incessani clan1our '··bich \Vas bcin;::r 1nade 
for nc1v U",_ ards. Hon. rnon1bors opposite 
knev.· that what he had said was correct. 
The j udgc~ in the courts \.vere also express
ing thernsclv,~s in no unc(•rtain "\vay in con
lJcction ~/ith this quc.,tion. :;\lr. Justice 
PoY.'Gl'·', speaking in the Federal P. ... rbitration 
Court in J'.Ielbourm, on 22nd September, 
with regard to the basic wage, after a long 
reference to the existing conditions, said-

" The figures as to the reduced output 
ith better machinery aro startling. The 

countrico in which the workers produce 
thu most-that is, who do the fairest 
day's wod;:-can and do pay th'' best 
wages. That was the case before the 
war, and it will continue to be so. The 
men who believe that less work by each 
err1ployee n1ust necessarily mean 1nore 
employment are wrong. Every worker 
must do as good work a3 the workers do 
in other civilised countrie<, The c.tan
dard of living must come down in keep
ing with thr, str.ndard of work performed. 
On the whole of ti10 facts before me, I 
cannot help asking whether the execu
tiY~c of tho combined unionc are justi
fied in asking· the court to grant £1 10s. 
a week additional to the 438,735 young 
unruarricd men-in son1c cases to youths 
of eighteen years of ago receiving the 
'dL>lt wage-and to 167,791 married men 
without children under 14 :;·ears of age, 
whrle thou:cands of their fellow unionists 
are out of f'mployment alto~~ether, and 
are anxious to get ,,-ork at any ''age that 
'.Yill keep then1, and \'\·hi le n1any are 
forced to seck relief from benevolent 
societies and the Mini:;tr . It is clear 
that tho basic wa ::;e CJ.nnOt be incre,q~:ed 
at the pr•cs<'nt time, but it must be 
lm' ered if, and when, prices fall in the 
same way, and for the sccme reason that 
it was juC'rcased frorn ti1ne to ti1no' since 
1907. For the _reasons rnentio11cd. he pro~ 
pos·r -I to continue the fair and. practj
cablo mi:nirrnnn wage, v hi eh th3 court 
had adopted for ~o man;c years, insbead 
of mloptmg the h1:;her standard fixed by 
the Cmnrnission, "\v'hich --;,vas not practi
cable at the present tin1e as a flat rate." 

Mr. Justice Po" ers. who was a man of the 
idest experience, gave full reasons for the 

decision to >Yhich he came. ·when thev 
found that, notwithstanding the unemploy
ment that existed, the unions were mai<· 
ing demands which thev knew "1ould if 
rsrant.";d,. lnake for greater nnemployln,cnt, 
1t was tmw that the Government gave f]J<t, 
cons id oration to dealing with matte1·s m 
c oJ.•llection with arbitration. 

'l'ho bell indicated that the hon. membu's 
tirrw was exhausted. 

Mr. GILDAY (lth'lca): Hon. members 
oppo~,itc WC'l'P evidently trying to convince 
th;: people that they beli,~ved in arbitration, 
while. ut the same time, the:,· ,,,,·ere doing 
Cl( z· \thing possible to pro, e_:_lt its progress. 
'l.1e people outsid·J with hvc1 hon. members 
opr;site .\ere allied '1•'erc U}l ag;;;inst arbi
tratio:1, particularly on the broad lines on 
"\V hi eh it ~"~as enforced in Queensland. 
(lm'.,r;land workus should bA gratified to 
ki1ow that the,' had an I!!duetrial Arbitra
tion , \et fm~ed on broader lines than 
'imiln.r Acts in any other part of the world. 
That 1vas o:1c of the rc<'sons why hon. lnem
!JcrR o 1>pc, itc tried to make people outside 
bdiovc tlclat there was somot'hing wrong with 
arbitrrrtjon. He rcn1ernb0red an atten1pt 
bci np, m ado to broad on the scone of the 
IndLl,trial P 'ace Bill in 1912, so :.s to give 
cv0ryono acce_;s to the tribunal to bo estab
lished under that me,a,ure. The hon. mem
ber for J\;Iarec-the pre'·ent Speaker
moyod an amendment with that object. The 
adion of the then Go··ernmc'nt proved that 
the people of Que,msland would never have 
,,,, at' •_H to an Arbitration Court if hon. 
members opposite had retained control of the 
rrrc A SUry benches. 

The hon. member for J\Iarce on that occa
Rion moved an amendJncnt 1 the object of 
which we1s to bring the whole of the State 
employees within the scope of the Bill. The 
hon. n1c1nber, speaking to his amendment, 

id. " For the life of me, I cannot under
stand whv thcv were not included in the 
Rill." The ainendmcnt was defeated by 
thirty.thrc:e votrs to twenty.t>vo. Hon. 
gC'ntlPlnen \Vho were sitting in opposition 
to-da v \V ho voted against the a1nendment 
were-J\1r. G. P. BarnL:~, lVIr. Bebbingt.on, 
~.Ir. CtJrser, ~1r. Petri€' 1 :\ir. ~1organ, 1\fr. 
T. R. Roberts, Mr. Vowlcs, ~nd Mr. vValker. 
The other members who :t~sisted in defeating 
thr amendment had since bel n rejected by 
the people at the polls. The hon. member 
for Townsvil1c had mentioned various griev-
3,nces published from time to time by public 
servanb, and tried to make the Committee 
bclit'Fe that he WLS an ~<:hoeate of public 
sonants being brought under the Industrial 
Arbitration Act. That hon. member was 
a,sociated with a body of men who had 
fought the public servants CJver since there 
had been industrial laws in Oucc'nsi.md. He 
(~,lr. Gilday) had taken a ve1:y keen interest 
in indu'·trial maters during the last twenty
c 'x ;'ears. One of the first measures passed, 
VI hi lo wa' only a palliative, was the Factories 
ard Shops Act. Later on they had the Wages 
Boards Act. Neither of those Acts w:ts of 
any use to the bulk of tho workers in Queens· 
land. \fter th<' 1912 strike in Brisbane the 
Industrial Peace Act wu ,, brought in. It 
v:ns one of the worct pieces of legislation, 
from a workers' point of view, that had ever 
been enacte,d in that ChambeT. When the 
pr"cnt Gm·ernment obte.ined control of the 
Tn ctsury be•;chr . the,) pe -,,sed one of the 
g-rc>tnt pier'·'" of legislation that had ever 
been introduced in that Chamber. One of 
the reasons why) in an undorh"-~nd way, hon. 
ge'ltlcmen opposit'' criticised the adminis
tration of the' Act wa because it had given 
5n-ticc to the bulk of the people of Qucens
lrrnd. A good deal had been '·,id about 
round·tablc conferences. He had had the 
plc ileur·e of Ritting at such conferences for 
rnany years. The class of legislation enacted 
by previous Governments was not beneficial 
to the employer or the employee, and that 

lff r. Gil rlaJI. J 
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as the b·'St method they had of dealing 
with their afiairs. Hcpuhble employers 
found that. nHscrnpulous indivJcluals u· d 
to take advantage of it. The bulk of the 
employers in Qnc·ensland were reasonable 
men and bclieycd in an Act similar to the 
prc -ent .\rbitntion .\et. The round-table 
conferences \\·ere all right under the circum· 
stanees that existed in those days. .H the 
J>ros.:nt time they could use the round-table 
conforCilC·-, under the provisions of the 
Industrial Arbitration Act. If there was a 
·disnutc; in anY indu·.trv between the em· 
plo.,·er' and cmployee9, the judge first of all 
ordered ihcm to '" ronnel-table conference. 
If the:: could not agree on a part or the 
whole of the mattsrs in di·-puto, the judge 
stepped in and dealt with the question on 
argumenb snbmittod to him. That was ono 
of the vory lJPst procr Jurcs thev could pos~ 
sibly adopt. 'fhc Hon. W. M. Hughos, who, 
in 1917, stated he would not interfere with 
any of the good work th; Labour .\dminis
tration had done, wac one of the g·reatect 
dcstro~,-crs, so iar as a.rb1tration was con
cerned,_ that the;· had e\ er had in Australia. 
Later on he refu -eel to give a round-table 
conference to the ct~wards on the boats. 
Those were some of the things hich hon. 
g< ntlemcn opposite, "ho were a6sociated with 
the Nationalivt'· in the Fedf' a! Parliament 
were advoc ting to .. day, knowing at the :,am~ 
time that there was no sincerity behind their 
advocacy. He hoped the Arbitration Act 
v, ould be amended aJ,:l made better than it 
was. Ho felt sure it would be better for the 
workers and the employers in the various 
industries. The ofticr•rs who wore controlling 
the .\.rbitration Court were a credit to the 
court. The Rq·istrar, who h:xd had a good 
deal of exper'·cnce iu the Labour Depart
ment before he had been elevated to his 
present position~ had given every satisfaction. 
.f;fe v. as _able to cope v ith the many inequali
ties \VhH:h curne alcng from time to timo 
from an industrial point of view in a manner 
:vhich gave satisfaction to both sides. They 
1n Queensland _-vvere not In the sarne position 
as they were m the Federal sphere where 
if a federated ~nion applied for ar; a'.vard: 
thry had to wu1t for Pomo Years before they 
could obtain ac,'ess to the court. That 
created di,sonsion among·,t the workers. To 
make the court effoctivo and ITiVL' the 
ornploycca in any industry satisfacti~n, .access 
to the court should be made as eas" as 
possible. " 

Qur ,,tion put and pas' ed. 

1NSPEC1'ION OF MAC'HINERY A"ND SCAFFOLDING. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH ,(.',fackay) 
n;ovod-That :?19,133 be gr:'-nted for " Inspec· 
tlon of Machmery and Se '1ffolding." This 
was a decrease on 1 ast vear 

Mr. PEASE (H erbcrt"): In view of the 
fact that the Opposition continued to deer·: 
the S'tate, it was as wdl to dirc·ct attentio;., 
to the report of tho Chic·£ Impector of 
M_achinery and Scaffolding. He was re· 
mmderl of a remark made in the Federal 
Parliament, which WCLS recorded in Federal 
"Ha·nsard," at page 11,754 of this session 
Mr. Lamond said- · 

" A new arrivaJ to Australia was asked 
what he thought of the country. He had 
landed first at Brisbane and he told 
them that Brisbane wa~ the queerest 
place he had ever been in, for every man 
he met was running down his own 
c nuntry." 

f:~ifr. Gilday. 

:Ur. Gnbb interj~cted-
" He must havcl read the capitalists' 

Prr , '' 

;\lany sta ternonts had been made by the 
Opposition, pa-rticularly thG hon. 1nomber 
for Toowong, in connection with the build
inc trade. Only last Friday night he asked 
thE~ hen. nv:'n1bcr 1.vou1d it be correct to sav 
tho.t buiidings to the value of £1,000,000 had 
been erected in 13riebane during the last 
yLar. rrlw hon. lllelnber replied, ''No." 
Tho hon. n10n1ber for Toov, ono· over since 
the sc•ssion had started, had b~en pointing 
Put thr~ stagnant ::<tato of the bui!,ding trade. 
\Yould that hon. member now repeat that 
it wa·· not true to ea'' that the valne of the 
ne,,• bui],dings erected in Brisbane last year 
\LS £1,000,000? 

:\lr. MAXWELL: I rlo not know. 

I\1r. PE .. _:\ SE: The hon. Incn1bcr said he 
did 'lot knmY. Yet during the whole of this 
ses-,ion he had been pointing out tho bad 
&tc.ttl: .v[ QLt.GGll~L.tliJ, n·lJ.idt, Le bct.;J, vVu;:, >:.htB 
t>J tlns tcrnblo Goyernrnent. The hon. memM 
ber had pinn0d thc'm down to the building 
trad<', and ,.,id, "You have increased the 
pr.icP of tirnber; you hn.Yc done son1o terrible 
tlnng; you have l'uined the building trade." 
rrh.o ?flicial fi·.:,·ure~ showed that 1,681 new 
bullchnr?,s had boon erected ~n Brisbane, of 
the ntlue of £1,358,r97. There had been 
175 aHora6ons to existing building of the 
vahw of £106,057. The total. therefore 
was 1,,856 buildings of the valuo of £1,~64,154: 
'l'hat e.howed how ea;;er the Opposition were 
111 1nalung 1ncorrcrt st1tr rnents solely in order 
to dt•fame the Governnwnt. The Press last 
Friday pointed out tlnt for structural steel 
the price had bc.-n r• -lucod £4 a trm, and, 
a.; a rt'S'Ilt, the steel ,. orks at ]\Tc-wc:lotle had 
ju2t put into scrvico a third hla~t furnace 
to cope '-ith the output. The article rcfcnccl 
to ronf;luded b.' Sd,ying-

n Quit.e a nurnbPr of large hnilding'J 
nro proJected, and cYic1cntlv a buildirw 
prc't~rarnme of rnnsiderabl~ proportio~ 
is CC<ltL'Jnp]ated in Queensland." 

Thnt was the position in this terrible State 
v;.·hich th0 GoYcrnn1ent "'· fTD sa~d to have 
ruined. Ho comm ncler] those remarks to 
g1e h?r:· ll1PlUbcr for rJlOO"\VOllg" and other 
uppo.,Jbon rncmb-ors 1..-ho v:cre ah·,·ays eager 
to decry the State br· statc,nents which in 
this imtance, were p.ron·d to be absolu't.Jv 
untrue. .. · 

Question put and tW<;:"cd. 

L.'B01:R, FACTORIES, AKD WORKERS' 
ACCOMMODATION, 

Ho:-;. W. FORGAN S:\HTH (Mackay) 
move 1-That £26,332 be granted for 
"Lab·Jnr, Factories, and \Vorkers' Accom· 
mod a +ion." This 'vas an increase on last 
year's vote, due chiefly to incr0ased a wards 
an-d. classification incn a~:E-~ to various officers 
of the department. · 

Question put and passed. 

" THE GAS ACT OF 1916." 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Macka71) 

mo;-crl-~That £1,815 be granted for "The 
Gas Act of 1916." This represented an in
crease of £107 on last year's vote, due to the 
cxpectation that there would be further refer" 
ences to the referee under the Act. 

Question put •and passed. 
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[8.30 p.m.] 
RAILWAYS. 

GEXE.RAL ESTABLISHMEXT. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL,VAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, I1 eppel) moved-That 
£112,641 be granted for "R·ai!w>;:s-General 
E·tablishnwnt." 'The appropnahon last year 
was £110,831, and the actual expenditure 
£109,921. 'There was a nominal increase over 
last year's appropriation of £1,800 and over 
last year's expenditure of £2,6QO. A~ a 
matter of fact, however, substantHLl savmgs 
h_,d been eticcted, because automatic in
c·rf'ases, o-. ,ic y ages pa~,-111: i.Jts, and a\': ,-li'tl 
increases. which were paid for only a portion 
of 192J-21, showed an increase of nearly 
£9.000. There were substantial reductions of 
approxiruately £7,000. The number of em
ployees covci·ed by the vote as 304, as com
pared vvith 330 last year. 

'The <xpcnditmc in 1S20-21 was £5,045,998. 
V>'hilst for 1921-22 it was e•-: imated at 
£5,000,770-a reduction of £45.22J-but that 
did not roprL•-ent all the economy thLt would 
be cffc~etnd, becar:~o the basic \rdgo varia
tion, anton1atic jncreases. and pay1nents 
under the 1920 award pa.icl for onlv portion 
Qf last y.car an1ountcd to an inCrease of 
c£170,800 "for :rho ensuing year, which brought 
up the approximate saving to £216,000 on 
t.ho basis of last year's expenditure. In the 
fig·urcs fa:" the first three months of the 
curr·rnt v _ :tr thev found confirmation of tha·l 
approxi1:1at,, sav:ing in a 'aving of £50,000. 
Th0 econonJy \Yas ~::.uL~tantial, and ho \Vas 
sure would bo appreciated by t.hc Committee. 

'l~hc Cfl.ll3t·-=: of the increased expenditure 
for 192r-21 were fairly obvion "' The follow
ing f~~lll'C \Vonld show the incrcast~3 in the 
price of fuel, stores, and :naterial g• nerally 
as compared with 1914-15-

Steel phtos 
Bc._.rbcd vrirc 
\Yirc rope 
Flat sprinr· steel 
Galvani :,ed plain steel 
Fuel 
Cod __ _ 
Rails 

Per cent. 
405 
333 
268 
192 
196 
lOO 
100 
100 (over) 

The·" li"urc- illu -n·-:t fall 
c:oLl.S 1 .L..d "i.li.l (Jurd ,.rr 't? ( ornpari Jll.J 
n1ado by hon. members opposite between 
1914-15 ami 1920-21 in order to show that the 
jHT•.ent Govel'nmont had not done as well 
•as the Administration of 1914-15. It was 
n1ost absurd and ludicrou'" to scok a com
parison whore no parallel existed. There 
\V:tS as n1uch diff;_:renco bet\VLGn night and 
day as there was between 1920-21 and 1914-15, 
owing· to the g-reat wa1· and the results that 
followed it and affected railway adminis
tration as well as every othor branch of 
h~n1an. activit:, -cdmr:Jel:cial, 0dust~~ja_l, an;d 
oLhenvrse, On page 8 or tho \...Jomrnr;;:~toncr s 
report he cho<~·ed that the large inrreaSG in 
expend1tur~ was accounted for largely by the 
follovYing :-

" Increased salaries and v ages due to 
1920 railway award, £353,051. 

" Increased c alaries and wages due to 
award automatic incro;tses, £31,219. 

" Increased salaries and wages due to 
March, 1921, basic wage variation, 
£44.522. 

" Increased cost of coal due to Septem
ber, 1920, fuel award (approximately) 
£45,000." , 

Hon. members might suggest that the Com-

1921-4 R 

m1sswner wouJ.d seek to buttress a ease 
to support his report, but on page 73 of the 
Auditor-General's report they found the 
follo,,·ing confirmation of his figur<-' :-

"'The industrial awards, basic wage, 
and extra cost of fuel and stores, etc., 
have been principal!:: responsible for the 
increased expenditure (£725,106). 

" 'The following comparison serves to 
iilnstrate how the expenditure account of 
fuel has in ere -~sed during 1 h _, fin~ yc•<.u;; · 
period ended 30th June last:-

Southern Division 
Central Division .. 
Northern Divbion 

Total .. 

lOli'i-lf) 19~0-21. i Incrca::;e 
I per eent. 

z~~·i~~ ! 

1-±~.c PS ' 

f7·Jfi 
-~rt·3'~ 

]il5'(ll 

£2:~0.5fl5 £H3,(~2 

lie now came to revenue :-In 1920-21 
r.:vcnue ·mounted to c.£5,279,412, or a 

of ot-268,868 as compared 'i>'i :h the 
t_~,tirnate. lion. me1nbcor3 would readily 
appr0ciat,c the causf ~ of that reduction. 
The industrial and commori< a! depression 
thnt prcYailcd was a c·atisf,ntory explana
tion. to a largo extent. The mining inllus
tr,v Wc!S paralysed, the meat export trade 
w·as criou~ly .dcpre~."'·d, and g,rncrally 
flwrc \YCl'C CllBC which hac1 led to a SUb
:·tantial redu~tion in production. UnforLI· 
J:atdv. for tlv fir::t three months of the 
('lll'rc'nt nnancial yc'lr that depression had 
contimlecl, and there had been a reduction of 
£130.000 in their raih·:a:< revenue as corn~ 
p. rod with the corresponding period of la:t 
~~c,r. The r: ~~,ition -..-.~a urLatisfaetor~,~. l ut 
it ''as inevit,- ble. '1,'\'hat thcv dt -ircd for 
QlleCnfl.land a ref'oYerv of~ market,. An 
ir.et·ca:o in price of copper of, say, £10 
or £12 a ton ·xould not only give employ
ment to thou 1nd3 of worker" but would also 
c~'ormouslv increase raih' av rcYonue. A 
slight increase in the price· of meat ·would 
e-i1nil<1 rly Pnorn1ously jncroase rail-way 
freights. The recoyer~.~ of mark>t" ;-~·ould 
take tinle. AftPr an \Yars t~lOl'e was depres
(" i m. 1 Tnfol':_unatC'l"'·, at le J,-3t 10.' '0.000 ( f 
the best wealth-producers and consumers of 
the '-Yorld \YOre S\ cpt a;,\·a:v, 1a fact 1•rhich in 
itcdf indicated how railway revenue in 
Queensland had been affected. There --,·ere 
not se n1an:~ cons:umcr~ for their products, 
there had bee" a swallowin<r up of capital 
and a reduction of the pnrchasinf-" po\ver of 
the \vorld, which still continued. Until f~e:; 
could regain that pnreh; 3in;r power tbe 
rn;u·kets \Yonld not rP':O\Tr-r, and QuocnP1and, 
-,·ith oth r States, \' oulcl suffer in conce
quenco. 

~\.t 8.38 p.m .. 

'The CHAIRMAX resumed the chair. 

Mr. CoRSER: New Z: ·dand doe.> not show 
it. 

'The SECRETARY FOR R_UL\V_\YS: It 
1night not be affected in railway revenue, 
became New Zealcmd had considerabh- in-
creased fares and freight,, " 

Mr. CORSER: None of the Australasian 
~tates has increased them "' high, propor
twnately, as Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
That was an entire mis-statement. He had 
figures to show that Queensland had increase·d 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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fares and freights during the war less than 
any other State in Au,tralia. The perccnt
agr; increaH~s in raihvay rcv0nuc in various 
States from 1913-14 to 1919-20 wcrc-

Kew South \Vales 84 per cent. 
Victoria 76 per cent. 
~cw Zealand 70 per cent. 
South Australia 104 per cent. 
Queensland 44 per cent. 
Mr. ColtSER: You know that is not of 

general application. How much did stock 
freights increase during that period? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The pre,eut position indicated in a remark
ab!~ manner how dependent they were for 
their prosperity on external forcn. The cry 
of wealth production was often loud in the 
land: but what they wanted mon> imnw
diatP1y 't "~re facilitic~ for dispo_-ing of t·heir 
wealth production when they s,·cured it. 
They "anted sDme means of transferring it 
satisfactorily to the other side of the world 
and disposing of it. Shipping freights were 
high and the markets were depressed all 
of which affected railway reve>me. ' 

Mr. BRAND: Is your railway revenue higher 
than in pre-war years? 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: Ko 
one would deny that, but he lmd already 
quoted figures h show that the expenditure 
had incronMd in some cftsos b,, 405 per cent. 
The revenue had not increased propm·tion
atelJ: for the simple reason that they had 
not mcreased fares and freights to the same 
extent as other States. Let the hon. member 
for Burnett listen to this quotation from 
the Commissioner's report, page 20-

" Rates and fares were not increased 
during the year; with the exception of 
I_::asseng-ers, wool, cattlC', ~hcep, copper, 
<end coal, there has been only one increase, 
varymg from 5 to 17~ per cent. and 
avcra.ging approximately 10 per cent., in 
the past five y•·ars, and even then it did 
not apnly to the staple ttrtic!es of food 
such as jan11 flour, sugar, butter, and 
potatoe~~ and a few articles :uch as 
galv.wised iron and galvanised wire so 
nec"sary in the dev<:'lopmcnt of a country. 
Even in 1915 the rate3 on tbobe colnmodi
ties '•'Ore only ie1creascd from 5 to 7 per 
c?nt., and they comprise a very subctan
tut! prop>rtwn of the tonn.· ge hauled 
annually. I am very doubtful if thoro 
is any country in tho world (with porhaps 
the exception d China. ···here, up till 
i:lome n1cmths ago, no in cr.: a~--. had beon 
made.) which has not incre2.sed rates and 
faro~, nDt once or t\- ice) bu' several tin1cs 
since th~ commencement of the great war. 
The position so far as Qucrns1and is con
C(·rnod is all the more exceptional when 
jt is considered that, Y:if-h one exception, 
this State has th0 lowest nu m bc1· of 
inhabitant' per mile of line out o£ benty
ono in1portant railwa: s in different par.ts 
of thll world regnrdin,a; which I have been 
able to ootain statistics, n.nd I know of 
no other country vvith a lovv'rr pa,,senger 
traffic and a lower annual tonnage ner 
miie of line. It is readilv conceded that 
a h<':tvy concentrated traffic lends itcelf 
to •·conomic'll working, but whilst this 
unique po,,ition obtainr, and our rate.:; 
and fares arc maintained in a position 
to compare very favourably with those 
of other r Juntries with a much greater 
traffic pc1· mile of line, a wider gauge, 
and roadbeds capable of much greater 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

loads than ours, it can only be expected 
that the remlt will be reflected in the 
balance-sheet. 

Hon. members would see that the policy 
followed by tho Government was to keep 
down fares and freights to a minimum. 

Mr. CoP.SER: You have increased them 
three tim( "· 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Ho would give the hon. member the com
parative increases, and he woula find that 
the increases had been lower than in any 
other of the Anstrnlit'n States. TlH' firct
class fare for 200 miles in New South Wales 
'''US 43s. lld., in Victoria 37s. 9d., on the 
home r>Lilways 58s. 6d., and in Queensland 
32s. only. 

Mr. BRA:\D: That is, single far. s. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Y cs. 'I' he basis of comparison was the same 
in each case. The fare increases vvBro lovvcr 
in Quocn-::land than any other State durjng a 
pe:riod of fiyo years. He would g-ive the 
COJ11para.t.ivc increases since 1914. r_r.he fares 
and freights on general merchandise had 
increased as follows-

FareF>. 
Per cent. 

Freights. 
Per cent. 

Queensland 17 19 
:!';cw South Wales 66 52 
Victoria ... 48 43 
·western Australia 30 29 
South Am.tralia ... vanous ... 44 

Those figures showed the tremendous increase
in freights and fa.rcs that had taken place 
in other States. If Queensland had followed 
the policy of the other States, they could 
have balanced the ledger. That was a very 
•·impl<' matter. 

Mr. VowLl-s: How did the f\gnr0s compare 
b( fore those i rccrease~ were made? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
All he was coucerned about was the defence 
o [ the La.bour Administration. 

l\Ir. \iowLE': They upset the whole of 
your contention. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'Th v diJ not. Since the Ltl_;our Govcrnraent 
hac!· bet n in power there had been much 
sm~~llcr incrcasc3 in fares and freights in 
Quc·onsland than in 'l'ory-govcrned States. 
He had praYed that, and had given accurate 
and authentic figuTes. 

:Mr. ComER: You axe tc:ying to prove it. 

The SECRET~IcRY FOR R)ciLW A YS : 
Ho had proved it. Surely th( hon. mem
ber \vas not going· to challeng·c the Cont
Hlissionor's figures? The figures had been 
compiled and veTified by officers in the Rail
way Department. The policY of the Go
vernment had been to continue, as far as 
possible, the faTes and. freights pTeviously 
existing. rather than increase t.hem, "' other 
States had done with everv increqse that 
had taken place in the working costs. He 
would quote what had taken place regard
ing fares and freights in eome of the Tory
goYerned States. because it had an important 
bearing upon railway administration. Times 
oHt of nnmbcr thov found some shallow
LraineJ journalist referring to the fact that 
there was a railway deficiency in Queens
lGnd. Thc,t was simpl:· tho discovery of a. 
man who put two and two together, and 
found th ,t it amounted to four. A surplus 
wa'· not necessarily a virtue, and a deficit 
'ras not ncceesarily a vice. It all ·depended 



Supply. (13 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1395 

npon the circumstances and upon the policy 
fcllowed. Hon. members opposite had to 
prove-which they could not do-that there 
had been uusatisfactory management in the 
Railway Department. Ho had figures which 
he WOLrld quote to show that. in comparison 
with other States, the ra.ilway administra
tion in Queensland compared most favour
ably. 

J'vlr. CORSER: Are you referring to the 
political side of it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He was not. He would tell the hon. member 
for Bm·nett and his colleagues who were fre· 
quent!y complaining of what they termed 
political or ministerial interference in the 
R,•ilwav Dcpartn;ent. that thcv were hvpo· 
('ritical' in the extreme in that 'the..- came to 
him and rcskcd him to override the Cornmis
si('ner's decisjons. 

lVIr. CORSER: ::\fever. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

The hon. member's own party sent him a 
rt''olution complaining about the closinrr 
down of certain gatehouses which the Corn": 
missioncr and his officers, in their wisdom 
end discretion, had decided to close down. 
\'\'hat wc·s the nse of th0 hon. member and 
hi, col1eagncs ta.lking about the fact that 
a ]Jlank of their platform was " independent 
Cmnm1ssioncr control," n nd railing against 
whai they termed political interference 
<·.·hen tllE'v came to him and asked him t~ 
exerc:ioe that political interference and m·er· 
ride the Commis,ioner's decisions? 

C\Ir. CORSER : I did not go to you. 

Th· SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member's party came to him. 

l\Ir. CoRSER: That ould sho,y there was 
pcJitic-:11 influenco if you di·d it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\'' A YS : 
He did not -do it. 

:\fr. C'ORJER: Arc the gatehouses closed? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thcv were. He wrote back to the Country 
party, a'1d told them that the action >\as 
i •ken by the Commi._s;oncr .s a result of 
his investigation!', and he WfL not prepared 
lo OVNTi de the Commi,3sioner's decisions. 

l\1r. r0nSER: I wont to the Comn1isisoner 
,1nd not to the hon. gentleman. and the gate
hm!-es in my electorate were not closed. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS: 
That did 1 ol bear any reiationchip to his 
argument. Ho \\as ac!:od to override the 
Commi,;.;ioner',~ du;i~ion at the roque,t of 
tb0 Country party as a party. 

l\Ir. ConSER: It was not a request; it was 
a protest. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Country party had a· ked hin to over· 
rid~~ iho C'mn1nissioner~s decisions. It \Vas 
hi·:c.hly inconsi,tent and unfair for the Coun
try party h rail against what the~,· termed 
pditical or miniHterial interference, and at 
th(~ ~mno time come to him and urcre him 
to override the Corr1missioncr's dt,;~isi~ns. 

:'\lr. CoRSER: Read the letter. 

The SECRET~'I.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He would read it in due course. vVhv did 
the hon. member's party send the letter to 
h1rr1? 

Jl.fr. CoRSER : To protect country interests. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIVAYS: 
The hon. member's party stood for inde-

pendent Commissionership, and because t,bJ 
Commisisoner did not do as they desired 
that party immediately sent along its corre
SlH)ndcnco to hi1n (Ylr. LarcornbP). 

Th·· SECRETARY FOR AGR!CcLTCRE: They arc 
-doing that Hcry day in the week. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Of couree t.hev are. He wishe-d to show the 
ir.sinccrity of hon. members opposite in 
asking him to interfere in the wa:c they had 
done, and at the same time, if he carried 
ouc some decision in some other case, they 
objectod to it. 

De:1ling with the question of freig.hts and 
fares. he would quote from the " Sydn2y 
Bulktin" of December, 1918, when the Torv 
Adr:nini~tration was in power in ~C\V Souti1 
\Yale,. That paper shted-

" The Xew South vVales railways being 
again in a low-spirited condition-in fact, 
having never got out of that condition
it is proposed to increase the rate-s by 
10 per cent. This, a-dded to the increase. 
last year, makes 21 per cent., and there 
werc also increases in 1913, 1914, and 
1916.'' 

TlJe " Daily JUail " of 9th September, 1921, 
had the following paragraph:-

"TERRITORY RAILWAYS. 
" INCREASED CHARGES. 

"Darwin, Monday.-The Northern 
Tcrritorv raihvays :~nnounce the follow~ 
ing increases: -·Passenger faro, 10 per 
cent. : parcels and goods, 25 per cent. ; 
wharf and tonnage, 40 per cent. ; haulage 
from the jetty to sorting sheds, 50 per 
cent.; sor>ting shed f!oorage, 50 per cent." 

Take South Australia, under Tory Adminis
tration. An article in the " Daily Mail " of 
28t-h January, 1921, stated:-

" The Railwa.y Commissioner intimates 
that from 1st February railway freights 
and fareJ will be increased by 16§ per 
cent." 

In Victoria, where there was a so-called 
sympathetic administration for the fJ~·n1ers, 
they had increaS'-~s in freight.s a1nounting in 
the ('•1se of agricultural produce 2nd butter 
to 10 per cent. \Vas i.t not bcttn to have a 
slight deficiency in Queensland? 

An OPPOSITION ME:IlBER: A slight defi
ciency? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
would show, by comparison, that it was a 
slight, d· ficiency. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Do you think that the rail
ways can stand an annual loss of £1,700,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: lie 
1vould prove that the deJ-lcit, by compar~,on, 
1va: s]ight. I-fc 'vou1d re1d an extract fro"~::.1_ 
the "Trade Journal" of 1920~ 

"REPORTS FOLLOWING RAILWAY FREIGHTS 
INCREASES. 

PN' cent. 
''(a) Canada ... 

(b) United States of America 
(c) Belgium 
(cl) I·taly 
(c) France 

Mr. CoRSER: Read Rus,ia ! 

40 
50 

100 
120 
140, 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ho 
had u1ade the comparison complete, and 
would now return to affairs in Queensland. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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Ho wanted to indicate what the Torv Adminis
tration did when things wer~ b""d ·in Quc•·n,
land in 1902-

" On 1st July, 1902, the goods rates 
Ylcrc increased as under-

' M' class by 5 per < '~nt. 

' A ' cl a '·S by n ).Or cont. 
'D' cla·.,, 1st clc.,,, 2nd cb . and 3rd 

da'4S) Ly 10 pc~r cn1t. 
Pig· by 20 p0r cent. 
Other livc,tock by 10 per cont.., 

That was an Administration which was sup
posed to he S.) m pathetic t-o the man on the 
land. In 1902 the single fares on the Mackay, 
Bowcn, Cooktown, a.nd Normanton railways 
wer-e increased by 50 per cent., and i:he re
turn fa•·os by one and a-half times the single 
fares. They --aw how wonderfully favourable 
was the policy of Labour Adminicrration \vit.h 
:-egard to fares and freights as con1pared \Vit·h 
tho policy of Tory Administratior~s in 
Queen" land. The policy of hon. mcmb- rs 
opposite was to increase freig·hts and fares. 

l11r. CoRSER : vVho told lil1e hon. gentleman 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: The 
hon. n.embors of the Opposition, whom he 

uld now quote-

f9 ,un.] 
horc. 
19lclJ 

" S·;errklng as n ('OUl ~ry nH n:> ·r, he 
\.Yon1d have no objection to an i1tcrcw :~ 
of freights, provided 0\'ery of 
t 11C eo1nmunity ~"Ta trcath] in 
\Vay." · 

That \Yt:.s a <.L .. -Iaration 
t~te Country ! ,::trt~~. l-Ie ~~·ould sho'. 

po1i,•y of the ~ atlonali 
otinrr what Lheir lead r 

la~t ye u-

" He did not see ln- th"rc chouU 
be in farp.o; 'and frc~io·ht ··n 
roi '='Xist ·cl sn :h ~~s . ~Jbi 
to-d 1.y. Tl. ·;y .had had to it in the 
p·tst. The oth0r ~la·~c:; \verc doi~1g it 
Low. Disi ,)tcful n it rnight b ~ for the 
1\iiJJistcr an_l the df'nartmcnt ."ncl tht 
Go,-c~nn·.cn~ to in ·~or increa:-;ecl fan, 
t::,nd freights, "" '0 far a-s ono \Vas ab]•? 
to jud~; __ ;" fronl positjon as it cxi·.tcd 
tv-c\ay. the.._·c app0arecl l-~ no other 
remedy for the po·-ition. 

Those cl~cla1· 1tions jho 1.-..·~ d that the CountrY 
and th Nationdi··t part"' ~:ood fo.r 

Lres and freights. 

1\1r. CenSER: You .ha Ye done it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\Vc'I.YS: 
'Ihe hon. me'nbr;r came into the House as a 
n prcsen~1ti\ .~ of the Country pa1-iy, and ho\v 
could he juetify the pdi~--- of increa,ing f<1rcc, 
md frci;!·hts to balance the ledger in Quecrs-
1h:ld ~ \Vr.s he goi.ng to Dxact fl'om th, 
fnnner a ruinous increase in fa res and 
heights to balance the raihYa.-;- le{lger? Hon. 
ncn1'>0rs ~.Jp)osite ha·d done it, and said that 

;ne Gov,rnnwnt should do it. Thosn hon. 
n:!e1nbers c~ aimed to be the friends oi' the men 
on the land, so that it was ju.3t ,_,-s \vell that 
thu men on the land ~ 11ould understand the 
policy of the Country part: .. 

0PPOSITIO"i ME:IIBERS interjecting. 

Tho GHAIR:\1A"J: Order! I would Bppeal 
to hon. members on m:v left to give the Min-

[Hon . .1. LrrrcombP. 

ist"'' an Dpportunity of making his statement. 
The:-· will realise the importance of t.he 
rL<J.ttcr under discussion. I understood frorn 
the leader of the Opposition last night that 
th(~ Op110' it ion \V ere vcr_v anxious to get the 
information now being given by the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOH. RAILWAYS: To 
show th~t the policy of raising fares and 
ftcights was nDt confined to the hon. n1{"mber 
for ,-\llw,-t. Dr the hon. member for \VinJsor. 
lE• \Youlcl , quote y;;hat the hon. rne 11 her for 
\Y nrwick ni-d-

" 1-lc was afraid thPy \Vero :::hirk:ing to 
~ large extent the real point vvhich ought 
to receive fir "t considrr:tbon frorn th2 
(;, '.t1nittce. He contencled t~1at the rail
\Yays should be made to pay. He 
believed that the only proper v;ay to 
achieving the end the CommiHioncr and 
the Gove1T1n1cnt ~Should ha Ye in vie·\' \Yas 
bv an all-round increa~•o in fares and 
f;.eig.hts." 

If the p(~oplc of Queensland Y;f'r:· satisfied t) 
n1ake up tho railway dellcicnc\.- in that \Va2·, 

th> ir rc~ponf'ibility; but h"' Ini~
scntimcnt of the people if the.·· 

Y:' re prepared to change th~s GovcrnnL'nt 
\\ lth tlleir prc::_:c•nt rail-,-, ay poliey fur one 
willing to pilo up the agony in the ~he• pe of 
increrucd fares and freight· 

Thr> nH~b·,,r of en1nloy,;;c;; <:::nd train n1ilcag-P 
had been sugg£,,te.d. a's a standard of ccJL11-

P1rison to ascertain \Vhr:thcr the R.allway 
Dcr lrbLPnt unc~,·r the L!i1Jour ..:.\.dt 1ini ti J

tion had been \VCll or ill governed. l-Ie \\ ould 
quote figures for the p0riocl befDrO L ,_hour 
< rrnH~ into office, and during l .. abour 's conh:oJ, 
·") ' ~.,-bat had taken 11laf'c in the PH'l.tc'l' 
of ~ Aftc r h0 ho·d ',vit:J tl•nt 
11 attr~r on a nr0vious oc ac:ion, 3· on. Int'Ul 
,,,,l. Enoigera questi-)ned ·.he HCcttraC";: o: 
hi_J '3. fie ;;;ubrnitt::-d hi;3 ilgurc•; wit" 
the remarks of the hon. 111(~mbrr to an offi.ccr 
1n the dc)artrnent, who rninutcd tiE~ p.:tprr . .
u fo1lm1-

'·Figures quoted by the ~\linist :r nre 
quite corrc.d." 

::\Ir. r .. ~ERL: So far as the, \Ycni-, I :-;d~ :. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR IL\IL'.i-AY .. 
The llon. n1ember did not pcrha],", unch~rst·tnd 
that. in the ilr~t p]acC', th" conlpnrit:orF: 
cJm:tilr~d for sotno years in a Ycry un:-::ati~ 

\Y.\Y'· 
I{ERR: That is righ', 'Ihr: ·e arc the 

ft'.,;T;_rc.s I quoted. 

The SEC'RnTARY FOR RA.ILCYAYS: 
ThPE-O fignres were taken fron1 the paysht:8b1 

'nd c"rtili·ed to by the chief accountant as 
b"'ing rorrect. 

JJJr. I(ERR: You arcu~f'~ me unjl1stl.v tlwrc. 
I said :·ou 1-vere con·; -et as far as you \vent: 
:\ly figures wore also correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW \.YS: 
The hon. 1ncmb-~r \Vas orlv quoting a portion 
of the ' nployees. He (:Vlr. Larcombc) \Y<lS 

quc-ting the -.,hole of the ' 1ployecs, wh:ch 
1-vas a fair con1parison. 

Mr. KERR: I was quite hen< ,t ahout the 
·whole show; you m'e not. I quoted the \Yholc 
of t:1e figurE")• and you did nDt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
t.hought it wa'; necess"n- to deal with thc"e 
points. because there was no doubt that hon. 
members opp·)sito woul-d follo ,,. the policv 
thev had invariabh followed hcfore~thev 
would deal in vague generalities, and net 
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come down to concrete facts and stir k to the 
figures given by the Commissioner and hi 
officers. The compari,on with regard to 
employees was as follo\YS :-
I•l 1920 there were 
In 1921 there were 

16,283 
15,899 

Decrease as comp:1r8d with previous 
years .. . .. . . .. . . .. . 924 

Take the record of the Tory Administration-
In 1912 there were 12.900 
In 1914-15 t,here were 14.936 

Increase 2,036 
Under 
cre,1sed 
117,750. 

Tory administration employees in
by 983, and train mile:> dpcreased by 

},1r. '\loORE: Are construction workers 
i10cluded in those figures? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
~o, not conQ.truction workers, but tr:rnporarv 
a" weJl as permanent \Vorkcrs- " 

1914-15 
1920-21 

Increase 

14,936 
15,899 

963 
The in, r0aso of cn1ployr·-.."" in the three yL:ars 
under the Tory Administration v.·as 2.036. and 
under Labour Gnvernrncnt 963, or a differ
ence· of 1,073 in favour of Labour Admini,trrr
tion. Hon. members Oi.-•posite had the 
audecity to assert that thL Railway Dcpart-
l!Wnt overn1annc·d. The figures he had 
gi,·en cd the true position. Did those 
figures prove bad managen1cnt? 

::\1r. CORSER: The figures arc drawn up to 
suit you. 

Th._ CHAIR~.1AN: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
\Ya an ,,stounding r •·velation to fmd that the 
party 1vh;ch talked about overstaffing and 
bad mallctgcment \VOfC" responsible for flood
ing' the sC'rvico to the cEormou exter_ · he 
had mentioned in three ""',-c.J.rs. The ron1-
p~rison with regard to cm'ployccs and train 
nuks \Yas~ 

Employces-
1912-13 
1913-14 

Increase 

Train n1iles-
1912-l3 
1913-14 

13.982 
14.965 

983 

11,46ULl 
1L316.334 

Decrease 117,750 

He '\Du1d giYe the foiJo,ving con1ptlri~on ln 
connection with Labmlr Administration lr,st 
year:-

Employces-
1920 
1921 

Decrease 
Tr::tin L1ilC's

l920 
1921 

Increase 

16,823 
15,399 

924 

10,443.619 
10,735,723 

292.104 

En>ployv··c had decreased by P54 nHder 
Labour adn1jnistration and train n1ilcs had 
in ere a 'Cd by 292,104. Those figures were 
astounding. (Opposition laughter.) Hon 
\l1cmbers opposite were astonished at them. 

11 r. MooRE : \Ve are. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had given e~7ery comparison that hon. mcm~ 
hers opposite asked for, 

Mr. MooRE: Not yet. I want the decrease 
in train miles from 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had gi,·en the re•.ult of the 'l'ory Administra
tion a·, against the results achieved under 
the Labour Administration. The figm'e9 he 
had given showed that the Government stood 
for ef!icioncy and sound methodF, 

0PI OSITION l\fEl\IBERS interj€<Jting, 

The CIIAIR1.1AN: Order! I have already 
appealed to hon. members Qn my left to 
gi' o the Minister an opportunity of, stating 
his ca-.. e. Thccy emphasised the fact that they 
"\Yero anxious to get infonnation, and I hope 
the.' will sho\\· their anxiety by not inter
jecting while the Minist• r is speaking, The 
l'remier has sta,ted that hon, members will 
ha \'O an opportunity of dealing with the 
:!\1inister' s statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: He 
would give hon. members another quotation, 
which they might follow closely to see if 
there ''as any \\'eaklless in regard to the 
COinpari8on-

" Employees per mile of railway in 
1914, 3.17; employees per mile of railway 
in 1921, 2.70." 

Where was the proof of over-staffing? 

)lr. J. fL C. RoBERTS: Where did the 
inc:rL cse in train 111iles take place? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Y n s the hon, gentleman going to challenge 
tlw figure" of the Commissioner? It did not 
nLtt··r lLre the incrrasc took place. The 
fi;un>; h2 had giv0n. he \Vas certain, were 
astounding to the Opposition. 

Mr. VowLES: They arc, (Oppo,,ition bugh
tcr,) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: IIc 
['1eskcd the Oppoh~tion to <'On-,]der th(m seri
ously before the. again reek!• ·.sl:c criticiced 
r,_j] ,,-ay ac_hninist~·ation. lion. gentlemen 
v i?rC' Pndea vouring to he facetious and to 
.Jif'( 'Jllntcnance the value of the figures~ but 
thev coul·d not detract ow iota fron1 the force 
uf fhe rornparisons. 

::Yll-. FLETCHER: \Yhat \,as the defteit for 
the year? 

Th0 8 ECRET c\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
1Ic '-'"OP1d deal with the Deficit. Ever 
since he had entered Parliament in 1912, he 
h?~d uJntcnded that in young f'ountry like 
Queenoland freightq and fares should be kept 
down t-) a reasonable 1nargin. There was 
nothing new about that-it was a truism. 
SHl, '" the Secretar:.· for Railways, he had 
an opportunity of helping to preserve that 
polio:. 

:\h. K~RR: The earnings on the Queensland 
railways JWr head are great' r than they are 
in a'W State in Australia, That shows that 
your fares c nd freights are higher. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thcv were not. Thr. hon, member would 
fin,( t],~t the QuccwJand f.c;·cs a!Hl fr0ights 
hnd not ir.:\_reased proporhon-_\~·f 1y an~'thing 
lik<e thev had in other States. Befor. flP 
be{"ame 'Minister of the Crown he ha-d con
tended that the railway" should be con _.idercd 
in a si1nilar relationship to tho corn1nunity 
as 0du~ation; that w.-ls, that as far r~s pO'•:iible 
the:<' should regard the railw:tc' as a public 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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utility rather than as a profit-making ('{)ll· 

oern. ThBy wore expending *considerably 
over £1,000,000 a year on <:ducation. There 
\vas no profit in that, in a. 1nolley-n1aking 
sense ; thev did not obL1.in a.ny direct return. 
Hon. members might as hono,tly and logi
cally de,.ignate that expcrditure a .deficiency. 

Mr. FLETCHEll: It is totally different. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thoro was no differen•.·e; there was a sound 
logical relationship. The results from educa
tion were indirect. Boys and girls were 
being turned out in thousands every year 
able to battle successfully not only for them
seh-r:s but for the countrv. The State real
ise-d that an educate-d co.mmunitv v·as most 
iikely to succeed in competition· with other 
communities which were not so well educated. 
That was why the people of Queensland and 
of other States voluntarily took upon them
solve. the task of provi-ding frt e education. 
Arguing by analogy, the great land monopo
list and incon1e tax payers in Queensland 
ought to be p1·epared to pay a fair shar.e 
tov. ards helping to dc,-elop the great un
pcoplcd portions of Queensland. 

GovEHXMENT MnrBEHS: Hear, hE1.r! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V AYS: 
That was the ra.ilway policy of the Queeus
lond Government. Thev said that the defi
ciency on the raihvay se~'Yicc should be 1nade 
up by the) great land monopoli,ts-by those 
who ov.rncd valuable pr-opcrt~-T in Queen .streBt 
.r1,nd by thc..:_;e vd1d ·were rcsp, nsibl+' for L:-_r,se 
income tax pa:,Tment-~. B:v rr1aking up the 
dcfici-;r>Jy fro''l the conso!ida.t~~,l re~, ,.nuc, 
th: burden \V,d~ thus Lcin )' :::.hand bv tho3e 
people. ~ · 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The people in the 
.countr,r pay it. 

The F\ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
l\'ot /JJ'r<portionately. If they incrca'·ed 
frei;>;h 1.• .md fares, the man in the country 
1vould pay f'normousl~T n1orc than he ,_.as 
paying- under their pre~Pnt systcn1. The 
eTeat Qucen-st·rect lando-wn·'"·rs and the 
~; calthy companies were making up the c]. fi
o(;iency on the r~ilways, which would be made 
up by the primary producer and the small 
industrial worker if they adoptorl the policy 
of in~r·Htsing far£'s and freights sufi-iciently 
to balance th<: ledger. He was surprised at 
any rnmnbor of the Countr:Y pu rty sugg-esting 
the increasing of farce and freights sufficiently 
to balance thn ledger. 

Mr. VOWLES: Who asked for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: 
That was the logic of the interjections and 
arg-uments of hon. members opimoitc. The 
hon. member for Albert had asked for it. 

Mr. CDRSER : No, he had not. 

The SIWRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The leader of the X ationalist party and the 
hon. member for \Var>.-ick had asked for it. 
Not onlv ,. ere land s:'ttlement and c.gricul
tnra! production involved. but 1nining 
devclopnlC'nt also was affected. The whole of 
the industri-es of t.he State, as well as the pro
ducer an-d industrial worker, were benefited 
by the present policy. To un-duly increase 
Lues and freights in order to balance the 
ledger would b~ .disastrous to country inter-ests. 
Ro1ne increase n1ight be mado in order to 
reduce the deficit., but the whole deficienc:: 
could not be made up without a crushing 
hl'r.den of taxation being placed on the 
primary producer. As an ideal he certainly 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

bdicwd that their railwavs ,hould be as free 
'" their roads and education. The financial 
o:igencies of the situation prevented that at 
the pro -cnt time. They were not able t<; 
:·addle thD consolidated revenue with the 
·"hole of the cost. He believed it wottld be 
a sound nolicv to ),a ve free railways, and he 
hop>cd to-live' long 0nough to see thnt policy 
adopted. At one time it was considered JUSt 
a' absurd and ridiculous to advocate free 
rua.ds as it now was to advocate free railways. 
It was not long· since the:· h,,d tollbars iu 
l;ncemlund. Men at that time claimed that 
roads should not be free and education 
dtOuld not be free. \Yhon their financial 
, cmdition was such as to justify the change. 
he hopcd it would be accepted. Speaking uf 
free tlucation rerninded hin1 tlnt .Herbert 
Spencer. the gre'it individualistic philosoph~r, 
the tin god of hon. membm·s oppositl', bmlt 
ttp a marvellous fabrw of log1e.1l argument 
to sho-.·-.- tlw disastrous result which wou:d 
n ·erne from free educaticn. l'\otwithstandi :· g 
th(\ lnarYellDu-~· gPnius and education o£ 
Spe-ncer, his argum_cnts had b21>n falsified 
h·. ccctu~l rcsultc:. He believed that. if they 
b~d free railways, those \Yho Gnecred, jeer0-·l, 
and r1diculed sueh a suggr>·tion to-day \voulJ 
l:aYe thci1· arguments faLsified by e-cpcrienc<~. 

::.\Ir. B-:-.AND: ·You bellc...-c ln taxing the 
to the tune d £5.000.000 to provi-cl• 

r,il\\ays'? 

Tiw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
JJ.Jjevcd in readjusting the burden mC?re 
cquit.ably. Hon. members ha-d the auda01ty 
io talk about th<: railwav deficiency. What 
right lH1\'e they to talk ~bou.t it? . Did they 
not hand onr to the prc 'nt Adm1mstrat10n 

accumulated deficit of .£8,500,000? Yet 
had tho cffronterv to blk about tthe 

deficiency ! · 
c\lr. COR~'~R: \V e did not. 

T.hc SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'JJlc< hon. gentleman was telling an untruth. 

i\Ir. CoRSER: I am not. You are trying to 
twist the facts to suit yourself. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
ThP accumulated deficiew;y when the Labour 
c\dminidration took over \Yas £8,500,000. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: You said we were responsible. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Tory Administrations of Queensland 
'""re responsible. Hon. members oppositA 
talked of -the accumulated Labour deficit. The 
same Labour 1nembers vvere not there now, 
but it was the $ame party. So it wa.~ the same 
p ;rty on the other side. The leader of the 
Opposition had been a mcmher of the House 
wuch longer than he had. The hon. gentle
man was a member of the party which for 
nuln\~ vPars sho\voJ raih'l ay defiriencics. The 
present Govern1ncnt deficiCnc:v had been built 
up duri11g a period unparalleled in th·.·· hist.Jry 
of Que~nsland and of the world. Never pre
Yious!Y in the history of mankinrl had such a 
Y\Tar in the m a gnitudc of it-.; consequences, 
b<'eJ~ fought. f!on. members opposite had 
built up most of their deficiencies in the good 
times, \Vhen wages were low, n1atcrial \vas 
eh Pap. when there were f>< voura ble seasons, 
nnd when there was no war to contend 
n ~ainst. 

Mr CORSER: They built up surpluses. too, 
and vou do not deduct them from the 
deficiency. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He was giving the hon. member the actual 
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figures. Ho would gi,·c him further figures 
if he would receive them-

Victoria .. 
Western Australia 
South Australia 

Deficit. 
Over Five-vear 

Period. 

South Africa (accumulated) 

£ 
2,031,000 
1,370,000 
1,045,000 
3,000,000 

England (1919) 
U.S. America (1920) 
France (1920) 

For One Y·ear. 
41,000,000 
45,000,000 
42,000,000 

Last year the deficiency was only 33.45 per 
cent of the expendi-ture. 

Mr. CoRSER: Read the mrpluses and put 
them against that £8,500,000. 

The SECRETL'I.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I-le had g·iven hon. member.; a fair C')m
parison. 

l\Ir. COR':\ER: You h.av'? given the years of 
los~''S and will not deduct them from the 
years of gain. 

:Mr. FLHCHER: By a fair comparison, your 
lo,sc J would total £80,000,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
For years p:1st hon, memb l'i' had hurled 
charges ut tho railv, a,y adn1ini~Jration. \l ery 
:._eldc ·:1 l1ad he risen tD rcpl_v, and hrC) desired 
tfl gt t th'.'38 figures into '" I-Iansard" by ,,-ay 
of reply to the f:harge.: vvhjch had been rnade. 
The quotation of these fi.~ures was all that 
·was l>"~cossar: to dissipate cffcctiYcly the niis
<:l pprehensiun v;,rhich tho speech~_!~ of hon. 
!nmnber'3 op~1osite cre.-l.ted. A.-1 L-1 r as pos
sible, he was sticking to fact:, culled from 
Yarious reports. and was not g.iYing lJis own 
opinion. I-It~ vv·ould rive ,ornc nlore facts 
rrl:cting to railway deficits in other States 
and countries \Yhere their Tory friends were 
in po\vcr-

Year. 

1~)0-1901 
1901-1903 
1012-1903 
1903-1904 
1904-1905 

H.ailway 
Defieicncy. 

£ 
630,301 
513,118 
477,454. 
387,907 
281,898 

P.._rc llt '):;·e of Deficit 
to Expenditure. 

59·fj8 
51 69 
i 5•30 
47 'i~ 
3,1·60 

-~~--~~-· .. --.... _, ___ _ 

[9 .. 30 p.m.] 
Mr. VOWLES: Is there a Tory GO\'ernment 

in America? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
i\ bsolutely. But, notwithstanding that the 
financiers also were ToriE's, they had such 
Lith in the credit of the Queensland Govern
ment that they advanced them 12.000.000 
dollars. That wa' a most wonderful vindica
tion of Labour policy, from New York, the 
1nost exacting centre in the vvorld, which 
gobbled up, as the " Courier" said, their 
12,000,000-dollar loan in half an hour. 

He wanted to give a few newspaper ex
tracts to indicate the conditions of railways 
in other countrie~. In an issue of the 
"Conricr" of August, 1921, they found a 
heading dealing with South African rail
ways as "Profoun-dly Unsatisfactory." And 
in the issue of the " Daily Telcg-ranh" of 
September, 1921, there was the following:-

"The Indian Railwavs Committee's 
report states that the e,;,isting railways 

are entirely inadequate to meet the needs 
of the country, and that the Government 
does not provide adequate funds. Thus 
the sy.,tcm is paralysed. Bribery in con
nection with wagon allotments has grown 
into a system of organised blackmail." 

The " Courier" announced that the Canadian 
railways were practically bankrupt, but the 
"Montreal Star" of 8th August, 1921, con
tained the report of a speech by Mr. R. 
Lanctot, who, inter alia, said-

" The railways of Canada, said Mr. 
Lanctot, represented 1,200,000,000 dollars 
of the public money, and it meant a 
a deficit of 70,000.000 and an additional 
165,000,000 dollars for upkeep, which had 
been voted last year. \Vhat was the use 
of r~dding to an investment which pro
duced notning but deficits?'" 

That was in a Tory-goYcrned country. He 
was endeavouring to show that where there 
were Tor;,~ administrations there were not 
only raihva0- deficiencies but also that they 
Wel'e enormous in extent. If the argument 
of hon. ffi('mbcrs \Verr sound, they would 
find that there were deficiencies only in Statec 
where Labour administrations exist< d, but 
it was a world-wide complaint. · 

J\1r. FLETCHER: Does not the Commissioner 
cay bat those comparisons are often very 
t'lTOl180US? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Yhere was the relation between the inter
jection and his quotatjon? 1\""o\v ho wanted 
to indica.te -what the "llailway Age," a ::'-Ie1v 
York paper, said conecrniug che United 
States railway3-

" The fact cannot be too strongly em
phasised that from the standpmnt of irs 
ce. tnill6S and expenses, the railroad sy;3-
tem is, to-day, absolutely bankrupt." 

That was proof that rail" ay deficits were 
genera I, that they existed where there was no 
Labour adlninistrat1on, but. where ther-e oppo
Dent.s hclcl uh::olLGC' nY.lJ. They knew that. 
if they had control in Queensland, they 
ccmld only avoid deficits by imposing a crush
ing- burden of fares and freights on the 
primary producers. They knew that the 
criticismi of hon. members opposite was 
largely gallery play and political fireworks, 
based upon a desire to discredit the Govern
meut in relation to' railway control and 
administration g·enerally. There had been 
a remarkable change in the feelings of the 
electors d 'ring the last week. If the Govern
ment party had spent £20,000 on propaganda, 
they could not ha vc obtained a greater result 
than the American loan produced. It was 
the greatest vindication of policy that a 
Labour Administration had ever had. 

Mr. FRY: Put it to the test. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was just twelve months and four days 
since they had put it to the test, and they 
were returned. (Interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
"When they were beaten on the Council 
abolition question by 60,000 votes, they put 
it to the tPst and they came back. After 
the Federal elections hon, members said, 
" Put it to the test," and they won again. 
Thev bad a record that no other Government 
in Australia had-(Opposition cheers and 
laughter)-a record, he repeated, that no 

Hon. J. Larcotnut..] 
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other Government in the British Empire had 
-(uproar)-bec.cuse, during the currency of 
the war and its immediate aftermath they 
had been returned on three successive occa
sions. (Government checre.) Could hon. 
members point to another place where that 
had happened? The Government of ="ew 
South ·wales fell, Governments throughout 
the world had fallen, but they had gone on 
"ll the time •and there was no doubt about 
the r0'ult of the next app<'al to the electors. 
(Renewed interruption.) Hon. members nad 
only ono chance, and thC>y 1o:3t it. The Alneri
cJ.n loan ha-d change ·l tho whole complcx10n 
of the political <ituuticn. 

Mr. FERRTCKS: And now they are all com
ing cap in hand asking for some of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~\.YS: 
Ffcro were some further inf'rcasf:s in the rail
·way f'Xpcnditurc :~ 

"SALARIEs AND vVAoEs BILL.-

1914-15 
1920-21 

Increase 

" HI~DUCTION OF HOURS.-

£ 
1,743,000 
3, 782,000 

.. £2,039,000 

Per cent 
23~ Clerks and telegraphists 

Stationma· ters, night officers, 
and relief officers 20 

Ipswich Workshops, fettlers, 
carpenters, and all tradesme11 8~ 

"0VERTniE PADfENT.-After eight hours." 

There were scYeral large iten1s on which he 
would not enter into detail. I-Ion. members 
had frequc·ntly asserted that the Government 
had placed railway emplo,oes beyond their 
control by putting them under an Arbitration 
Court, which had given them substantial 
incrc~as_'s, and that they 1vcre suffering for it. 
Under the Torv Administration the railwav 
workers were s't;;rved. The prl'<ent. Goverr{
ment wore compelled to give them something 
lik{' a living wage wfH~n they carr1e into 
powi'r; and yet they had members like the 
hon. member for Oxlr y talking about abolish
ing their industrial 1nachincrv. Hon. mem~ 
bers opposite pacsed the In··ltictria! Cocn'cion 
Act, while t-he prc''.ent Government repealed 
that Act and pacscd the Industrial Arbitra
tion Act, giving to the railway workers of 
Queensland the right of industrial citizenship. 

2\Ir. CORSER: And now vou admit vou made 
a 1nistakc. " " 

The SECEETAHY FOH HAIL WAYS: No. 
Did hon. members realise that, when thev 
advocated the abolition of that industrial 
machinery, they advocated industrial 
anarchy? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Rubbish! 

Th8 SECHET_I..HY FOR RAIL\VAYS: The 
hon .. member was a goo_cl judge of rubbish, 
partiCularly Darra ru bb1sh and co-operative 
fruit rubbish. The hon. mcrnhcr lHld do
Yelopcd an irritable, irascible. objcctionab1c 
method when he spoke or interjected. 
(Interruption.) He \You!cl like to !mow i.Jv 
what right thi:~ ho:n. rnen1bcl' prc~ulnPd 
dogrrwt1cally to in1po-:..0 .his viev.-s on the 
Comn1ittce. "\Vhat r0cord hnd h~ as ::t bu:::i~ 
ness man to juetify him in dictating to the 
R·: ihv :\_y J\'linister ·or C-orrunissioner v,;hat 
policy they should pursue? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOL:LTURE : An abso
lute failure. 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: Let 
the hon. member take a lesson from the 
leader of the Country party and the "'ational
ist party, and acquire some of their modesty 
and restraint. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: Like you have got. 

The SECHETAHY FOR RAIL \Y A YS: L·et 
him not presume to usurp the functions of 
the leader of the Opposition or the National
ist party. There was no need for ,,ny hon. 
member to drag the question of railway 
aclminist.ration clown to personalities. The 
hon. member for Oxlev had done it, but he 
hoped that he would be the last. Let hon. 
members Olpposite who ad\ ocatecl the aboli
tion of industrial arbitration remember that 
they were advocating indust-rial anarchy. 

Mr. ELPIII~;STOXE: Rubbish! 

The SECRETAHY FOH HAIL\VAYS: And 
he repeated that the hon. member was a 
g·ood judge of Darra and co-operative fruit 
rubbish. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is rubbish all the 
san1e. 

The SECHETAHY FOR RAILWAIS :· 
Hon. members opposite did not realise the 
significance of their advocacy of the abolition 
of the court. 'What. would result ? Stnkes 
and lockouts. Thev would have the farmers' 
produce rotting ar{d the whole trade of the 
State disloca-tcJ. They would get to the 
position that occurred in Englanll and ot-her 
countries where there were not only strikes 
and locl~outs, but their attendant violence 
and lawlhsness. (InterruptiOn.) 

'The CHAIRMAN: Order, order ! I have 
already pointed out that. every member has 
ty,·entv-five minutes if he .desires to take 
advantage of it. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAl:S: lie 
was not ciaiming that the Industrial Arbitra
tion Act had brought. about an industrial 
paradise. No indus·trial legis1ation could 
abolish industrial unrest absolutely, but sane, 
rational lr~i1:5lation could reduce to a mini
mum industrial unrest, and that was what 
the_,- had done in Queensland. Knibb,'s latest. 
statistics gave the following striking figure·; 
of working clays and wag·cs lost in the fourth 
quarter of 1920 in the various States:-

Total Tnt>d 
Xumlwr l~~~.tl-

of matert 
\Yorkir.g- L· s.;; in 

D:1ys lo~.;r. \VagL 

----------1----

J\'"ew ~onth ·wales 
Tictoria . 
QneAnshmd 
~.;outh Am:traiia 
Vl'estern Austrnlia 

3i5,n~g 
107.75'> 
~.~.~·~~ 
~d.11) 
28,430 

£ 
2:'fi,605 
7fl.H76 
J:J.nil 
Xl.7l7 
:w,t&n 

In regard to the number uf working day3 
"ne! wag<'s lost, Queensland stood better than 
anv othf'r State in Australia. He had not 
quOted Tasrnania, because it 'vas hardly 
larn-o enough for the purposes of comparison. 
Th~.' hr:d that eloqEent tribute paid to 
Queenlsand indu.,trial legislation in the facts 
and flgurPs s('\ out in Knibbs's Common
'' •a!th statistics. They found that tlw work
ing days lost \Vcro enOrmously more in To~y 
States than in Queensland, and the Ios< m 
YvG g:;3 vas cnorn1ousl:. greater in other States 
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as compared with Queensland. In his brief 
intloduction, what he had stab·d in regard 
to raihv:.t.Y adn1iuistratiun \Vould scrye to 
dissipate Son"le of the misuppreheu~ions prc~ 
Y iously existing. 

The GoYernment regTcttcd the necessary 
C'1rtailn1cnt in the r~lihvay stafi, 'shich 
wa.s rendered ncce~~,ary largely by the reduc
tion in rcvenu<:'. )J o hoD.. rncmhcr \Yould 
contend that a reduction of £130,000 in 
TCY('tlllC in three HlOllths did HOt IlCCCf,::l<ll'i]v 

uecessitatc so1nc adjn~ttn0nt to the raihra~ 
staff, und, us far as possible, t.hey had 
rnaJf' it us light as they v, ~re able, and 
where there ,,·as a probabilicy ol the Jrk 
becoming normal they had !Joolcd the mk 
:1nd the rncn \Y2re generously ac-ce~)ting 
iu n1any {'USt·'J a lo"" of a day a fortnight 
irt order that thc.jr c~Jllll'adcs rnight be con· 
tinned in employment. :\!ob;·ithstanding 
what had becu said b:: their opponents about 
the har .hne ·S of that policy, what was the 
policy of their opponents in ·dealing with a 
61Inilar 1nattcr sorne years ago'! In the year 
1914-1915, which was a normal vear before 
tht• Labour party can1o into powe"r, the Tory 
Administration clecid(•d not to pay the rail
\Ya,~nlcn thci1· a.uto1natic increases. 

:Yir. BEBBIXGTOK : How could it be normal'? 
\Var harl been dccl<trcd. \\'hy won't you be 
truthful? You are not truthful. 

The CIIA1R:YIA::\: Order! I ask the hon. 
1ncn1ber to withdraw that , L1tcnwnt. 

The TREAS'CRER: I rise to a point of 
order. I do not think that hon. members 
opposite should be allowed, on ever:u con
ceiYable opportunit;.T, to insult hon. 1ncmbcrs 
en this side· of tlw ehamb·•r. The hon. 
n1 'nlbcr fC'r DraYton :ajd. ")!ou arc not 
truthful," n1d that is didinctly unparlia
l,l,''ntary. 

The CILHRr.IA:\ : Order ! The hon. 
m •mbel' for Drayton distinctly sai·d that the 
:\Ijni- ter's statcn1cnt \Vas untruthfuL I-I on. 
n·z n1ber.3 arc not priYil('gcd to use offensive 
re:>narks, and I th0refore suggert that the 
hoD. nv~mber should withdravr it. 

:\11-. BEBBIXGTOK: I >Yithdraw; but it was 
t:n inc·o1Tect statement. 

Tho SECUETARY FOR B\ILIYAYS: 
The ~,:f-.:r 1914-15 \Ya~ not an abnormal ""·~~ar, 

the cffecb cf the great war had not 
•n ft'1t. They v;erP reflected in ;:,uccoeding 

_~,.us. \Yhcn the Cabinet decided to with
h-1](1 thc<:.c autorrwtic incrca:-, th<.:'ro '.·',as no 
\:Ul'. It \Yas bt fore \Yar w:1s declared. In 
1.f'l2 a· d 1904 their opponents pasqed spcc.i.:J 
r· ll'cnchn1ent _\cts to reduc~ salaries. In 
1P22 th(), ~-alaries were redu,ced in tho follo,Ying 
\YUY :-

Salaries. 1902 Act. 1904 Act. 
Per cent. Per cent. 

£451 and o\·er 15 7L 2 

£301 to £450 121 6~ 4 

£151 to £300 10 5 
£101 to £150 7 3" 4 

In addition to that a poll t 1x on all s::tlnrics 
DY< r £101 wtts lcYied, in additjon to sacking 
ln1ndrcds of n1en. 

:\1r. Bl"BBI:'i"GTO::'-r: I ri,e to a point of 
orch1 r. rrhe l\1inister is lnaking a n1isstate
ment. He said that the automatic increases 
wore withheld before ·war was declared. I 
was at the meeting of the party aftor war 
vcas declared when that was decided upon. 

The T,~EASL:RER: They were withheld from 
the 1st July. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: After "ar was 
declared. 

The CHAIR:Y1AN: Order ! 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
W,hat mor,th and wbat year was war 
declared'! That dcci"on "as arrived at 
Leforc \Yar \vas declared. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 2'\o; I \\as at the meet
ing. 

The TREASURER: \Vas the hon. member at 
the Cabinet meeting? 

Mr. BEBBI:-;GTOX : It was not a Cabinet 
meeting; it was a cancus n1eeting. 

The SECilET"\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The:; '-·<:'re told that it was only the Labour 
part:· that had a caucus, but the hon. member 
for Drayton now informed the Committee 
tl"at his party had a caucus, too. l-Ie would 
like briefly to intimate the po ition in regard 
tc unr~nployment ln other countries. The 
" Daily Mail" of 5th September, 1921, 
stated-

" RcYolutionarv administration and 
lawlc"'s demands" of the unemployed in 
London inclic•tto the gravity of England's 
econon1ic position." 

The " Daily 'l'elegra.ph" of lOth August had 
the follov:ing headings- ' 

" SC'riou, rrrouble at Dundee." 
'' Poiice use Batons Freely." 

The CHAIRiVIAN: Order! I do not think 
tllf• Iv1inister is qui to in order in dealing 
with the question of unemployment, except 
m so far as he is able to link it up with t.he 
raihvav ad111inistration. Tho hon. gentle
man will not be in order in discussing the 
gt-:n,~)ral question of unemployment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He admitted that; Lut, according to the 
er]tici.:;t:_l of hon. n1e1nbt'rs opposite, the cur· 
ta.iJment in the raihYa:;· sc~·vice H'as something 
p(·euliar to a Labour Covcrnn1e:nt, und he 
v; ,, '3 endeavouring to show that a curtailment 
in the ~-t,_ ff v.- ·s taking pl-H.C in other coun
trir·-) not only so far td State activities 
\Yore cDncc'rned, hut sn far us private activi· 
tJes were concerned. A lot of the trouble in 
QEcon,] an cl wa·; rea llv dllc to the wholesale 

ckinv. of men by jJl'ivatc employers. In 
fw -Cnited RL lh~s thc:re ·-,·e-re, approximately, 
5,0GO,OOO. and in En,"land, apprcximatcly, 
3.GJJ.OOO lmemployed, and in other countrie' 
a similar propution in relation to the popu
lation. That should prove that the unem
ploynH?nt existing in Queensland was not 
pecu!Er to this State. 

2\lr. CoRSER: The hon. gentleman was 
gcing to fix all those things up. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Curtailment in the railv ay service had taken 
place in the United States of America, New 
Zc·aland, and a.ll other countries tD a greater 
extent t.han in Quc{msland. 'The Railwav 
JJcpartmont had gone in for a policy ,;f 
economy, and had sho,vn a saving of npprox_j .. 
rnately £216,000 on the expenditure of last 
year. Taking into considcratiDn the facts he 
had m0ntioned, hon. 1nembcrs would s.:~e that 
there would be a big reduction in revenue 
at least for the first 'ix months of +he finan
cial year, and probably for the whole twelve 
months, brought about by circumstances over 
which the Goycrnment had no controL He 
had shown that in other States where their 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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oppor:ents "vere in power, deficiencies existed 
to a greater extent. The Labour Govern
ment did not enforce an increase in freights 
and fares dnring the currency of the last 
financial vear. And that showed that the 
pre ,ent ,:ail way control was sound and 
satisfactory. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): In the limited time 
at his disposal he proposed to reply to some 
of the m11tters referred to b,- the Minister. 
It would b~e impossible fot· one, without 
peruBing the figures, to criticise them. The 
hon. gentleman had s tid the figures were 
only relative. It bronr;ht back to his mind 
the saying of ,Josh Billin<;c, "Figures never 
lie, bnt liars often figured." The Premier 
had 'put into " Hansard" a comparativt' 
table of freights, but he forgot to tf'll hon. 
members that he quoted port rates of Queens
lDnd and the general rates of other States. 
end when they analysed t'w figure3 given by 
the Minister they would find the same thing 
obtained. The Minister did not give the 
Gtarting point of the figures. \Vhat \Vas the 
good of giving the rat1D of increase without 
gi,~int:; thern tho starting point, so as to 
enable them to find the fini.::hing point? Ho 
c.hallenged the hon. gentleman to produce 
the fit, ures. They had been told that it was 
thn policy of tho GoYernmont not to make 
the r ,il ways pa v, and that the previous Go
vernrnent had ac!'Uhlulatcd deficits of 
£8,000,000-he pre,umod over a period from 
the time of separation until the present Go
vernment took office. The Minister did not 
set off against that figure the accumulated 
surplusob gained during that. tinw. Ii he 
looked at page 72 of the Audior-General's 
report. he would find that the whole historv 
of Labour Governments in Queensland had 
been ono of -deficits. In the ye u 1914-15 the 
rrory Govornn1ont, as they hear so much 
a bout. wore able to 'how a surplus of 
£48,651. 

At 10 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. C'W>PER, one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the CHAI!DIA:"< 
in the chair. 

Mr. VOvVLES: In the Yerv firs~ year of 
Labour administration thcv nut un a deficit of 
a little over £500,000, the ~c"xt yc~r, £737,000, 
and next year £1.000,000, the year after 
that £1,250,000, the next year £1,229,000, and 
last year a record deficit of £1,739,000. The 
accumuL•Ld deficits amounted to £6.660 000. 
The Govcrnrrwnt told them that thev' did 
not inhnd their ra.ilwayc to pay, but, ] f the 
Government intended to carry out the policy 
advocated at a Labour Conference which was 
now sitting in Bri,bane, the community would 
have to find the cost of running them and also 
the inten~~st on the capital involved. H<' 
would analyse the <Jarnings. The:r were told 
by the Government that it was unfair to 
compare anv particular year of their Admin
jstration with a pre-\\~ar year. Last year 
there w''' an increase of £319 000 in railwav 
rov•'lnue .v .. s compared with the' previous yeai. 
What was the proportion of earnings in 
1914 as compared with 1916? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve have not 
increac.ed our fares and freights. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman showed 
the numbm of emplovees in the service in 
previous years. 'l'he whol<J of that comparison 
wa~ in favour of previous Governments, 
wh10h were able to employ more men and 
get better re,ults out of them. The Commis-

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

sioner' s report showed that the earning; in 
the year ended 30th ,June last was ±;17.'(2 
per man. In 1914, when there were more men 
employed, they earned an average of £102.0 
per man. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But the fares 
and freights were proportionately higher. 

Mr. VOWLES: What was the good of 
talking like that? Had there not boon 
increases in fare:; and freights since 1914? 

Th<' SEU!E'LiRY FOH R \IL WAYS: And 100 per 
cent. increase in materials. 

~dr. VOWLES: He admitted that there 
had been a. marked inerl'a'•C in the cost of 
mah'rial. The Auditor-General, on page 73 
of his report, said-

" The industrial awards, basic wage, 
and extra cost of fuel and stores, etc., 
have been principally responsible for the 
increased expenditure (£725,106.)" 

The SECRETARY FOR RULWAYo: That is a 
comrnendatiDn of our policy. 

Mr. VO\YLES: There is still £1,000,000 of 
your deficit unaccounted for. 

At 10.7 p.m., 
The CHAIIUIAX resumed the chair. 

:'vir. VOWLES: Th0 ::\Iinister had had an 
incrc·aic~d ro·venue, but his deficits were 
inc:roasing. 

The hon. gcntlm:'lan had referred to politi
cal influence being u,ed by members of the 
Countr~v party to try and inL:rferc with the 
Conunissionor. \Vhat \Yas done \vas done 
oponl.v, in a !ett2r to the' hon. gentleman 
himself. It was brought before the notice 
of the Country party that something v, as 
11• ing done which was B gainst the poli('y of 
the party-th:.t certain gatekc, per v:ho did 
othr"r 'vork besides lo.aking after th2 gates, 
such as selling stamps and issuing tickets, 
were being rctr<Jnched. Those WOlden received 
the hendsome remuneration of about 15s. a 
week. They asked the hon. gentleman to 
reconsider the matter, and to retain those 
persons in their positions, if possible. Had 
they gone to the Commi~,ioncr in:tead of 
the :'vlinister they would h:tve been charged 
with discourtesy. 

The SE~RETARY FOR R.ULWAYS: No, you 
would not. 

Mr. VOWLES: Mr. Davicleon, he knew, 
would not discuss anv matter with him at 
"ll, but would tell him to go to the Minister. 
H(l thought the reason w:H that the Commis
sioner had instructions that he must not clis
cuec, matters with members of Parliament. 

Th' SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: That JS 

entirely incorr,,ct. 

Mr. VOWLES: That position had existed 
when the present Trea>nrer ,., as Secretary 
for Rail wa vs. Thev wcrl' accused in the 
House of going to the Commissioner behind 
thE: Minister's back, and were told that the 
proper thing wa·' to go to the Minister. To 
say thut they were trying to undermine the 
departn1Bnt, or \vcre acting contrary to wha.t 
they had advocated in the pa't in the House 
was not correct. It was the policy of the 
Country party to go to tlw he11d of the 
department in any matter thny wanted ·to 
have put right. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: \Ve do not 
complain about that, but your own supporters 
complained about what they termed political 
interference. They are inconsistent ; they 
came to me themselves. 
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1\fr. VOWLES: The capital invB,ted in the 
1·ailways was £47,365,000, having been 
incrBased from £45,676.000 to that amount 
at the end of the last financial year. That 
involved an additiDnal interest burden of 
£104,000 a year. 

He would like to draw attentiDn to the 
balance-sheet ,,-hich appeared on page 72 Df 
the Auditor-General's report, in which they 
were shown how the deficit of £1,739.000 was 
arrived at. There were two interest items
one, the interest on the capital involved in 
reproductive work-although it did not pro
clnce ih own interest; and the other, the 
intcr<'~t on the 1noney expended on rolling
stock under con-truction and unopened line•-, 
£158,000. His complaint was in regard to 
the~ huge amount of money lying ·dead in 
connection with raihvav lines under construc
tiou and producing no' income. .Apparently, 
it \vus the policy Df the GoYernmcnt to allO'Ar 
that work to lie dead. and lose interc3t on 
the capi7al for all time. PreviDus to the last 
election there ,,-as a sum of £27,000 spent at 
Toowooinba-for what purpose he did not 
know. Thev v;ere told that tho Government 
~,"·ere goi11g 'to build railway :::,hrds there. It 
was a good clc-::tion cry to get the hon. nlem
hcr fm· Toowoomba back again. That work 
\vas going to \Yrcck and ruin: it was being 
washed a V ay b~' the rains. rrhcre \VDrO very 
expensive tents in the portion which had been 
levelled, yvhich were charged up tD loan 
accmmt, and which were practically aban
doned. All clas-,es of plldnt-shovels, pickf, 
a.nd barrov:·;-were lying out thn-o at the 
mercy of the \Ycathcr, or for anybody to take 
away. 

The SECRFTARY FOR RAILWAYS: The delega
tion did that. 

Mr. VOWLES: The delegation were now 
r<>.ponsible, according to the :Minister, for this 
mat~rial being loft out in the open to depre
ciate o1· to be otolon. How could ho r<'concilo 
ono vvith the other? If it were the intention 
of the Government to bring about the social
intion of the ritilways in the direction in 
,Yhich Labour circles wero now moving to 
adopt H their policy for the future-to which 
hon. gentlemen won ld have to subscribe 
. \ hcth0r thcv wished it or not-the sooner tl-,e 
public knew it the better. They could not go 
0~1 acC'urrnllating deficits year after year. It 
wm reaching the breaking point. \Vas it fair 
that the primar~- pwducers should have to 
ftnd income taxation, pny land taxation in 
1n:1ny cases. and h:tve irnposod upon then1 
increa::ed frci?;hts and fares, and at the same 
i:ime sufier the inconveniencA thev had to 
suffer b·."cause of depleted ro1ling-stock anJ 
decreas{'d -jervlreoS? It v .. ·as not so bad no'\r, 
hut a 1ittle '\Yhile ago they did not :-eceive 
ordinary rivili:y fron1 the raihvay emplDyP~'s. 
The Govcrn1nent ,,~ere running- provi~ion 
stores in connection with the Construction 
Branch. Last year tht· loss Dn the transaction 
was £7~6. and the accumulated IDss to 30th 
Jun0. 1921, amounted to £3,165. WDuld it 
nDt be better to close them nn? ·what right 
had t.hey to ha Ye experimental stores? ·what 
right had [H'Op]e to be gl'lting from the 
Government goorh for which• they did not 
pay? At the store connectc·d with the 
Enoggera-rrt'rror':;: Creek line there had been 
a loes of £928. The same thing- apnlied to 
tl~<' Mackay-Pros<>rpino lino, the Mulbm1-
Sulicman Creek line, the Blackall-Windornh 
line, and the Merinda-Bowen line-where the 
1oss had bBen £1.758. ThDse had debts shDuld 
not have been incurred. They knew very 

wPJI that in the Bowen district, where those 
store., \Yero situated, a huge a mount of nwncy 
,had lwen doled out in rclid. At page" 75 
and 76 of his report the Auditor-General 
Eta id-

"It has been the practice to have a 
general stDcktaking of all stores and 
material throughout the State carried out 
bv the railwav audit staff evorv two 
v;~urs. Under~ ordinar~,~ circumStances 
this stocktaking became 'clue at the clo•c-e 
of l\Iurf'h last, hut, in vi£'\Y of the favour
able nature of the last re ports of mv 
inspe< tor, \Yho exmninE',l the acvJunb of 
the four ;wincipal stDres, and elso tlw 
present great need for econo1ny, it ,vas 
decided to allow t.he •<:tme to stand over 
for at least another year." 

Th1t mat:er v;as open to Fusp5cion. Ill." 
opinion was that the stores had been dPpleted, 
and where they had he.d tlwusands of p.aumls 
in the past in a•·.sets thov did not have them 
now. It should be the p~·actic~ cyery ,·oar to 
have a report of all the assets in connection 
1vith those dcpartn1cnts. 

~\ -GOVElGOiEKT ]\;JE;\IFER : Js i1ot that the 
AuditDr-Gencral's work? 

J\lr. YO\VLES: The Auditor-General was 
rcsnonsible to Parlian1cnt. I-Io \vas not 
giY.ing them the criticisms he should give 
in connection vvith n1anv Inattf_,rs. There hn d 
been a very marked difference in the atti
tude of the Auditor-General during the last 
few years. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.IYS: You,., ant to 
make him a political partisan. 

Mr. VO\YLES: Ho would not presont'him 
with a gold-mounted walking stick. Who 
"as responsible for that? 

The SECnrvnY FOR _\GRICULTl:RE: A mean 
thing to say. 

Mr. VOWLES: What right had a Minister 
to present an officer like that with a valuable 
present? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do yDu say 
I did? 

Mr. VOWLES : He did not say the hon . 
g-entleman did. Ho undPrstood it was the 
Treasurer. It was indecent for that sort of 
thing to happen. Then there was a criticism 
of himself and the hon. member for Oxley 
in the first page of the repDrt. He knew 
that that was going in the report a week 
before the report was issued. He heard it 
in the street, and was also told that it was 
inspired by the l'remier. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.IILWAYS: It is very 
unfair to say that. 

Jlilr. VOWLES: He was not the only one 
who had heard it. 

The TREASURER : "Why did you not come 
to me to find out the facts? 

Mr. VO\VLES: Would the hon. gentle
Jnan give him (Nlr. \TowlP~) a go~d ''a] king 
stirk to koop quiet? Fie did not \Yant one. 
A huge stun of mon0y 'vas being expended 
in th~ Railwa.v Department in ovc·1·tirnc. 
There should not be that expenditure. One 
1nan \vas getting more than he was lrgiti
matelv entitled to, and another was kept out 
of a fob. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 
avoid it in connection with the running 
staff. 

ivfr. Vowles.] 
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Mr. VOWLES: In many cases it could be 
avoided if they had a better supervision of 
some of the trains ,and men had to give a 
legitimate excuse before they were entitled 
to overtime. In the past a. man would be 
penalised for being late with his tram. Now 
he was being rewarded, because he received 
double pay. That should not be. 

:Ylr. W.\RREN (Jiurrnm ba): This was the 
most important vote, bcDause it indicated the 
most disastrous results. In spite of the brave 
attempt of the Se< rotary for Railways, it 
had to be admitted that this was a most mis
managed department. The Minister had 
been ill-advised in referring to the Darra 
cement \'.orks. If the Railway Department 
had been managP-1 a quarter as weil as that 
company, it would not he in the position it 
was in to-day. The Darra Cement Company 
was a paying proposition, 'and cyeryono was 
p~inting to it as one of the coming indus
tnes of Queensland. To sidetrack attention 
from th<e disastrous dry rot in the Railwav 
pepartment, the Minister referred to that 
mdu•try. They all knew the amount of the 
deficit on the railways, and the:,- "anted to 
find ~ome ···a;~· of improving the position. It 
was not canoed because Quecmland had 
gono back. It was not because thev had not 
a rcasonabJy busine"''·like Commiss~oner. It 

a.'· h~cau ;c the 15cntkmen opposite were 
dnvcn bv cxtr0m1sts. Other Governments 
s';'cceede;:J because they would not he driven. 
=" o serv1ccs had been curtailed in the citv 
b_ut the primary prodUC<3r had b0G~ hit ever~ 
time. He had been to the Commis,ione'r 
tha_t daT to trc- and have reinstated a train 
;vh1ch had been tal~en off. In the ·west some 
. ~~cs ~r~~o bccon1l,Uf?: ru~( which. under 
t e p1_c: lOlls Administration, \VPrc pay nble
proposJtJOib. 'Yhon the last Gov,_ernment 
went o~1t . of office the rolling-stock, lines, 
and bmldmgs :vere in good order. As far 
~orth as they liked to go to-dav thev would 
l1~d the buildings in a dilapidated condition. 
\\ hy had the first dass carriages half the 
scre\VS out? BccausP the Government WPre 
a s:rew _loo' e .aJCld did not face things in- a 
hunnesyhke sp1nt: At present it wa, almost 
!~possible to hve off the main line 
:\ othmg had eve_r been done un]e8 ., th~ 
people :l'ero nrov1ded with means of com
mumcahon. If the Government were th~ir 
~wn . I~ asters ~hey would alter the present 
~O~ldlt!ons, which were mA.king the lot of the 
pnmary producers much ·worse, n.nd cYentu
nlly ;l'ould affcd the workPrs. The Gm-ern
mcnt s !Jad husmess methods had resulted in 
r;,en hemg deflated. 

At 10.30 p.m., 

The Cf-L-\IR::\1 \~ said: L:rr.der the pro
Yisions of Standing Order ::-.ro. 306. I now 
lr~1.ve the chair, and rnake n1y report to the 
Houst'. 

The House· resumed. Th. cw,ImHx 
rt'ported prcgre~:::.. The Con11n:irtce obtained 
1Pa re to eit again tO-l110l'l'QW, 

CIT'Y OF SOt~TH BRISBANE LOAN 
ACTS A::\lENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND HE IDIXG. 

, The_ TREASURER {Ho_n. J. A. Fihelly, 
1 arldmgton): On an earlier stttgo I real1-.
n11ade a second l:e:_\cling sp~C'ch on this Bill. 
T,w South Bnshane C1ty Council had 
authonty under the Act of 1897 to borrow 
G('~·tanl n1oneys. They ha vo borro,ored or 
ra1sed by debentures £105,000, which has to 

fJir, Vawles. 

be renewed very shortly, and this is merely 
an enabling Bill to giw them authority to 
renew the debentures or borrow on suita hle 
debentures sufficient money to liquidate the 
existing debenture.. \Ye, then, intend lo 
bring them into the same catt'gory in regard 
to borrov;ing matter,, as other local authori
ties. They find it more convenient. and so 
do we. I move-

'· That the Dill he no>" rr ·d a second 
tin1P.'' 

Question put and pit' ,ed. 

COl\nnTTEE. 

(JI,-. Kirzcan, Bri .bane, in the chair.) 

Clans(' 1 to 5, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

The House re·•umNl. The CHAimLI:-l 
reported the· Bill without amendment. 

The third readinr,- of the Bill ••as made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

GOVERX:>1El\T INSCRIBED STOCK ACT 
A.YIE::_\!DivlEl\T BILL. 

SECOND REA£'1:-JG. 

The TREASUREH: 'I'hi,J Bill is r' ally in 
the san1c category a, the last ono; and n1y 
·econd readin,; speech \\as really mado on 
the introductory stage. It Wr~S introduced 
for the purpose of giYing gTcEL 1 t~r f 1cilities to 
n'inor. and widows in respect of the transfer 
n£ GoYernnhmt :inscribed stock !· .lon--;ing t1 
fathers or hu;3bands. It icirnplifi· s procedure 
fo1 probate and starnp dut.",: puq>JSC'S. There 
i.~ nothiug in the Bill bc.:·oLd that. except 
that \VG arr putting tr ·nfnnisEion::;; of in."crib' d 
~Jtock on the s.·n1c l.a~is ' .. _. tho~e of S·avings 
Bank mone_1·. I move-

" That th~ Bill Le no-:.v l'( ,'td ~ · cc0nd 
time.'' 

Question put and p~ ed. 

CO:\l)f1':"'fEE. 

(Jir. f{incan. B'i',',dHlll(, 1'n l 71e cltu.ir.) 

Clam<-' 1 and 2 put and passocl. 
The ·House re',•Unlcrl. The CHAII1.'TA)J 

reported the Bill without amnndmcnt. 
Thf' third reading was 111ade an Order of 

the Day for to-nF>rrow. 

CO::--iTR~',C'TORS' AND WOHK:\lE:\'S 
LIEX ACT ',1\'"B~I\D:\IEC';T DILL. 

SBCO:-JD REID!XG. 

Hox. \Y. FOHGAK s:1IITH (.llw:hv): 
]110\'"--

,' The_t the Bill be no"\v r~- • t1 a second 
t;nlc .. '' 

The of thic Eill is well known to all 
~lOil. ·who exprcs':·Lrl approYul of it 
cu the initiatory f't"-~t It p1 JYidcs fc::~ 
giYinE prokct.~on to J.b-contractors jn rC''-pcct 
of anv >York the · ·no. do for contndor ·. 

Qu;,tion put ;nd pa> ,red. 

COM:II!TTEE. 

(Jir. llincctn, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 12, b:)th inclusi ,-e, put and 
passed. 

The House r· sumed. The CII.IIR;\JAX 
reported the Bill without amendmenc 

The third n·:1ding wa·s mado an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.40 p.m. 




