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Adjoumment. Pape1s c09 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEI\'IBI.Y. 

\Y~)f>:-;E,.;Jl.\1_ 21 SEPl'E)IBCR, 1921. 

T'Lr· SPE\KEH !_Hon. \V. BL•rtnun, Jluf'f·e) 
tuuk the• chair at half-pa-.t 3 o'('lo~k p.n1. 

PAPERS. 
ThP following· papers were laid on tho 

tab!P. and ord<'rcd to b<' printed:­
RP~ulations, dated 19th August. 1921, 

under the Inrome Tax Art of 1902 
Hnd ih:; aJnf'ndment:o;. 

'1\,pnty-~ixth R()port nf the ~\nditor­
Gcncral under the Supreme Court 
Funds Ad of 1895. 

Fir't Ammal Report of tlw Public Ser­
virf' ConnTlissioner. 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of 
Public Health to 30th .Tune. 1921. 

Ruport upon the operations of the Sub­
de:>artments of Aboriginals, Dunwich 
BenPvolent Asvlum. Inebriate Insti­
tution (llumrir'!J). Bri.·bane Hospital, 
Diama.ntina Hospital for Chronic 
Diseases (South Brisbane). ,Jubilee 
Rana1m-imn for Consnrnptivcs (Dalby), 
\Vrstwood Sanatorinrn. G·oYernment 
Rc1ief. and Prisons. 



810 Quest-ions. [ARSK\If3LY.] Quro.,'tions. 

QUESTIONS. 

STATE SCHOOLS ERECTED SINCE 1ST JULY, 1915. 

Mr. SWAY:!\iE (Jiirani) asked the Secre· 
tary for Public \Vorks-

" What is the number of schools 
erected by his department since the 1st 
July, 1915?" 

HoN. \V. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) 
replied-

" New schools from 1st July, 1915, to 
date, 330; important arlditions, from 1st 
,July, 1915, to date, 119. Total, 449." 

J30WEN COAL. 

Mr. C'OLLINS (7Jowen) askerl the Secro­
tary for RaihYays-

" l. Has his attention been drawn to 
a statmncnt a.11pearing in the 'Bowen 
Indejlonclent' of lOth September, by M1· 
C J. Marshal! (manager Bowen Meat­
\Vorks .and nwrnbcr of Bov~Tcn Harbour 
Board), as fo 1lo1vs : ~ 

' Comparing the Bo'SUl co::~l with 
South Queensland coal, it was 60 per 
cent. better; and 60 tons of Bowen 
coal would ·g-o as far as 100 tons of 
South Queensland coal. and it was equal 
to Newcastle coal' ? 
"2. \Vill he ha,ve inquiries made as 

to tho rrmlts obtained Ly the use of 
Bowen coal on the Northern Railways? 

"3. \'\'ill he expedite as much as pos-
sible the completion of the Coalfields 
line'?". 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. J. LarcomLe, K cppcl) replied-

" 1. Not until the hon. member gaye 
notice of the question. 

" 2. BmYen coal has not yet been used 
for general requirements, but for last 
two months has Leen used by construction 
engine \Yith satisfactorv results, Tests 
are nmY Leiug made, ' 

"3. Ye~." 

Co!<IPAR\TI YE Snns oP :\IE>:TAL HosPIT.u., 
G oomn, 1915 AI-;D 1921. 

Mr. ELPHI''\STO::\'E (Oxley) asked the 
Home St~<~r('tal'y-

·• \'\hat \\·as the nun1Ler, pcr shift, of 
nurses and attendan\;;, respectively) 
cngagPc.l on the staff of the Thlontal Hos~ 
pital. Uoodna. at 30th Jww. 1915, and 
15th Sl•pti•JuLcr. 1921':" 

The HOl\lE SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
1icCormack, ('uirns) replied-

'; Owing to the change fron1 a twelve­
hour to t]Jc eight-hour ~shift, it is impos· 
sible to mak<' the comparison. Tho hon. 
memb"r ma~· peruse Dr. Ellcrton's letbr 
on the n1attcr." 

SECRETAHYSfUP OF LICE>:S~:D VICTDALLEHS' 
ASSOCIATION, 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE asked the Trea­
surer-

" Will he lay upon the table of the 
House my alleged application for the 
position of secretary to tho Licensed 
Victualleu' Association, or any other 
evidence he may have in support of his 
contention?'' 

The TREASl:RER (HoiJ. J .. \. Fihc•lly. 
l'udiliii{Jiun) replied-

.: '\"hen I '"as nLlniillisterillg the 
DGpartlllcnt of Justice two gelltlPincn­
one n p('r~onal frif'ncl o£ thr-: hon. n1c•n1bee 
for OxlPv-probably thinlcing- that, ue a 
l\linister, I could oxrreisc son10 influence 
in thP uwtter, strongly lll'f-.l'd lllC to snp­
JlOl't the appointment of the hon. member 
for Oxky to thc Yacant R<'Cr<·taryship of 
the Licc.·L C'd -Vjctna!lers' .. A·.:-:ociation. 
f)u('h thing~ often happen. ...-\t the tinH~ 
I rnnrtr-on;;.!y cxp1a ined to thP~e ,t..;ontlP­
'"en that I harl not tlw elightPet intluenc<' 
in the nnttcr. During the last \YCPk l 
haYc 1~1d con' ersation< \Yith the hon. 
n1en1bt·r foe O_...:h•-v and the two !2.'(-'IJtlcrnen 
refc•rr-•d to. T'h~ lath:r frankh·L· adn1itted 
th cl they nclcd without any· authmit:c. 
and t·hat the rurn·c'SC'1Jtations '·el'C' n1ade 
tq m1• wi1 hont tl-ic know!PJg·_, of the l1on. 
me miwr for Oxley-tl1c t tlw:-; We!'<' simply 
indi::_;crt"'~'t adrnircrs of the hon. n1e1nber. 
1 haYt~ no objection to gi\·ing tiH~ nnn1e~ 
of these• gE'Htlemen, Lut wonld cay h tho 
hon. JJ:ombcr for Oxlc:v that. although the 
ec·cr~ tnry.,hip of the Licon"n'! Victuallers' 
~\...:,suciation is, in 111,v opinion, quite a;.~ 
hunourable a position a:\ any other. he 
~houlcl occasionally utter a prayer to be 
,avt'tL not fro111 his political \)ppon£~nt~. 
but £ron1 his friend,'~." 

(Opp·.,iti11n laughter.) 

HIlL W~\ y G HEKEEl'VH, Gl' \lJFLE. 

:\Ir. T. H. ROBERTS (Rrtst Tooll·or,mha) 
a:-~kc·d 1 hr· St~t-rctary for Rail'\Yay;;.-

'· 1. \Yhat \\·as the \YagP or ~alary paid 
to rhc gatt·krepcr, Graclulc? 

·• 2. llo,v· 1nanv tons of good.:; or pro­
dtH c· "'a-.; rt~cci,:ed or de:3patd1ccl front. 
Graduh' during the labt .ix Jllonth8: 

.. 3. '\7Jwt was the freight ya]up for 
:-twh !!nods or produce'?" 

Th,, 8ECRETARY FOR IU.IL\L\Y.-l 
l'PjlliNJ-

.. 1. £1" [,:;:., ner week. cxclnsjvc of 
qnartcrs, etc .. YZcluNl at l3c. per week. 

'· 2. 64 tons re<:eivorl and 30 tou> 
dr,spatched . 

.. 3. £227." 

ExP>:x,;E,; OF :\oHTHERN Tonl OF Box. 
J, G. APPEL. 

IIox. J. G. ~\PPEL U.lbr.rt) asked tho 
Mini rcr n·pre,enting the Secretary for 
::\finr•s-

.. 1. \Yas the expenditure inYolYod in "' 
')Jccial Yisit to the ClmJcuny dist.-ict­
inclucling- Charters Towers. Hnghenden. 
CJoncTirry, lVIount Emu, Friesland. :l\1ount 
Elliott. I-Iampdcn. and the Duche·,s-· 
made at tho urgent roquc't of tlw latA 
Hon. \Yilliam Hamilton and ,John May. 
t.hc parliamcntar:-7 n1e1nbcrs for tho elcc­
tonttcs Yisitcd. 'vho, with certain friend~ 
,,:horn they r0quostcLl pern1is::'ion to jn­
vite, \Yoro n1cn1bors of such party, and 
Fho,e expenses were borne by th~' Mines 
Ikpartmcnt-inclnded and dL•b1tcd ae 
part of the personal CXJW!Bes of my 
tour :_, .'J HonF~ Socrotar_v to I\ ort h Qneens­
lanc1., the islands of Tor res Strait. anrl 
the Gulf? 

"2. VVoro thP. expenP.rs of the Under 
Secretary for Mines and fc10 Chief In-



""Pt>:tur of l\.linc wlw~e pl'("Gllce was 
n,~f ,..,~~·Hll',Y to a· i· in dt.>tiTininlng the 
nlmJy irnpodnut 1nattrr~ Trhich c.une 
h0forc r:ne ~ls Setretary for }.linos, also 
debited agaj n~t me as personal expenses 
·nf the IIomc Sccrctur.v ·? 

(' 3. 'y ere tbc cxpcllsPs of a visit to 
l\.lr;unt }:nru: uwrlc aL-o at the rc\quest 
of thC' same rncndJ. rs, wbo accon1panied 
~.he Cndor t)ccrctary. l'rlr. Jackson, and 
rny~cif: and who;::r: e.xp(-~1l:-!0S ,,~ere borne 
by t]H' ?.IilJes Department, likewise 
dobitc•d to llll' as per:-'onnl expe11srs of the 
Ho.::nc• Se-cretary~ 

"4, \L>s " cc-sh traYcl!ing <~llowance, 
in nddirion to 1ravellinU' outlay. paid to 
l.llt' a,. St !Tetary for ::\.liHr,;;; ·: 

'' 5. \Yill he state wJn- the matt(•r of 
this l'XJH'llcliture wa. rwt broug·ln up 
during the life time of the hon, membcr3 
HH)ntionC>d-i.c .. the late rcprosr-ntatives 
of Grogory and Flindel's ?" 

The H01\IE SECRETARY. ou behalf of 
the Secretary for ]\.fines (Hon. ),, .J .. Jones, 
:M:.L.C,), replied-

" 1. Yes, bnt the Hum" Dt•!Jal'tment 
aftc'rwards "olluctPd £48 4,, 2cL from 
::M-ine~ .Dr•partrnc11t. 

"2. C\o, 
" 3. An>11·en•cl l>) C\o, l, 

~- Xo. 

DJ;-;eovJ.:RY OF SE_ur OF Co.\L \\~E~TERX 
Hon;oARY oF How.1m>. 

l\h. BIL\C\D (JJ,zrrzun) asked the :\I iuistcr 
l'Bprt''-'0Hi ing tlJe Secretary for }linf'"-

" L J. it· a fact, that, whilst operating 
on the ,tern boundarv of Howard the 
diarnond drill discovere(l a searn of doal? 

" 2. If s~, what ";as tlw thickness of 
~he scan1 niscoverPd : 

'' 3. \.Yas it a clean searn-i.c., free 
f1'01n rnurk bands? 

~> 4. 'Is lt~ his iutclltioll to proYe the 
'uit.cbilit'· of the area for coalmining 
purposr"l? 

'' 5. If so, ·wh<·ll ?'' 

The HOME SECRETARY, on behalf of 
·the Secretary for ~Iincs, repJi,:d-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. 3 feet 1 iuch. 
1

' 3 Yes. 
"'4 and 5. Cud, r C'Ol~-idr.;ratiuu.'' 

PROI-'O:.ED {'HEI,:.;r: PooL. 

1\.iJ', VO\YLES (Du'l;y), ,,·:ithout uotice, 
a~ke-d tllt~ Sccretar~; for Agriculttlrc-~ 

':In vic 1
.\' of the fact t:l t a ~uitable 

dw~~C' pool ! ·-· urg:e11 t1 v rc'n ni r·rd to be 
c- ta~>Ji,hed in Qneen"sland, will the 
Muu;h r mtroduce a Bill to provide for 
thi~· legislation nt an oarly .date?" 

The SECHET.\RY FOH AGHICULTUH.B 
(Hon. \V. N. Gillics. E'acft,lln) replied-

" Thn rnntt0r bas Lt>en under 1ho 
HcriotL considcr.-ttiDn of the Govcrnn1ent 
hut. in view, of the letter l hav~ 
:rcceiv0d quite J'CCl'ntly frortl the no~ 
opera ii,-e co1npauic · o bj-e<~ting strongly 
to the pool, tile matter will be furthet· 
<eonsirlcrcd Ly the Govct·nn1enL'" 

Judue.i Retirement Bill. 8 

S£CHETAHYS1lfP 0[•' I ... ICEXSED \liCl'UALLEHS' 
As~OCLITIO!\. 

::\lr. MORG"\N (Jluri/la), without notice, 
"'ked the Treasurer-

" \Ylwn he ird.cnds to pay oYer tlw 
£50 bet that he lost to the hon. member 
fo1~ Oxlc~y ':'' 

Th • TRRASl"HER: As ""~n as vou catch 
YOUr .hor.;;;e unvainted. (Go~Yernmcnt 
inug!Jl<~r.) , 

l'EHSOC\AL EXPLAXATIOl\S. 

:\lr. GILDAY (lth,ca): ::\lr. Spcuker.-I 
{.Il·:,ir;:; to Hlak·A a pcr~nnal explanation. 

The' SPEAKI~R: Ts it the pleasure of the 
liotlSC that the hon. member for lthaca ho 
allov:c•c1 to nake a personal explanation? 

I1 OXOl'R.~BLE 11EJfllERS: Hear, hear l 
~h. GILDAY: Af·crn·ding to a report in 

Friday's ~.Telegraph:' ci. · i.ho ·dcbvto on 
ThursJay last about State u1otor-cars. the 
hon. n10n1her for Kurilpa intitnated tO the 
House, while the hon. member for Bm·nett 
·was speaking, that I had lJought oDe of those 
f'ars. I \Vallt to ;.!.'ive the statcnwnt an enl­
phatic dcniul, and I ask the hon, member for 
Kurilpa not 1·u make a·:scrtion8 of that kind 
i11 thjs I lou~e ngaiu. 
GoYLRX~1EXT JYIE~LBERS: Hear, hc·1r l 
Mr. FRY (Tlari/pr~): I _,-i·ch to make a 

pl'l.:onal explanation, ::\ir. SprakPr. 
Thr SPEAKER: Is it tlw plca.,ure of thG 

HmHe that the hon. mcmb•r for Kurilpa he 
allowNl to lJJ.ake a penoual 0xplanation' 

IIoxoURABLE MEl\IBERS: Hear, hear! 
:\h. FHY: \Vith reference to this matter, 

th._re was a lot of cross-firing from the 
Cr verrmwnt bencheb, and somebody said that 
the hoJJ. llH'l11bC1' for r_rOO\Vong had a lnotor­
car and the hon. member for Hulimba had a 
1notor-car. antl I sairl, "rrhc hon. metnber 
for It ha ea. ha:.;;; got a. n1otor-car." 

J\Ir. FERR1CK~: You ~aid .he bought one 
of tl1o Sbto care. 

::\Ir. FRY: I die! not. I 'aiel he had a car. 

Jl'DGE8' RETJHEMEC\T BILL. 
Ir:ITL\TIOX r;:; CmnnTTEE. 

(Jlr. J{inran, IJrisl;anr, iu the chair.) 

The .\TTOR:\'EY-GEKER.\L (Hon. J. 
~Inllan. Flinf·'· ,.,,) moYed-

" That it is deeirable that a Bill be 
iutrodu<'ed to amend the Constitution of 
(~ur nsJancl by fixing an age limit for tho 
rotirernent of judges of tho Supren1e 
Court, and to fix an age limit for the 
retirc1nc:r:! of other judges~ and for other 
purpo:,es. 

The Jrlcasnre ,..-.,,h1ch \Yonld be founded ou 
thi~ l'Psolntion was ono of a group of thrLe 
Bill; dealing '"ith the judiciary. The Bill 
uroYidcd for the retirement of judges. lt 
also proYidetl that judges appointed in tho 
future \Youid not haYe conferred upon thc·m 
the priYilPgc o£ srcuriug pension:;. Ev1~ry 
judge who had <cttained to the age of seventy 
Y''ars "-oulcl, after the- cornmencen1ont of the 
bill, cease to hold office, proYided that, if 
any jndg0 v,-r,~ cngafjcd on a trial or otlu·r 
work, he , .. onld continue in his office until 
such ork ,,-,Js concluded, The Bill also pro­
vided that judges wbo attained the ago of 
,eymrt_;· year' after the commencement of ~he 
.\et would also be retired, suLject to bmng 
,,l!owed to complete ,.-hatm-cr work they 

Hon. J. Lviullan.] 



812 Judges· Retirement Bill. [A.SSE:i.VIBLY.] Judges' Reti,-ernmt Bill. 

had in l1and. The Bill alw provided that 
judges appointed in the future would not 
be entitled to pensions. The pension rights 
of Pxisting judges who pass- .sscd pens.ion 
rights would be fully JWcserved in the Bill. 
If a juJge hnd to retire from offic0 through 
baYing· reached the age of seyenty years 
befo1·e h<) hnd sclTed his term of fifteen vears 
as provided under the Supreme or District 
Courts Acts. he would lw entitled to his full 
pension rights. At the second reading- stag-o 
he would explain the principlec. of the Bill 
morn fully and submit the reasons '"hi eh had 
actuated ·the GoYernmcnt in introducing the 
measure. 

::\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS : Can you say how 
n1any. judges arc oYer seventy years of age 
to-da.y? 

The ATTORI'EY·GEKERAL: Three. 

Mr. VO\VLES (Dalby): He proposed to 
show to the Committee that it was not desir. 
able that they should consent to I he intra· 
duction of the Bill. 

l\lr. Kn:G: Hear. hear ! 

Mr. VO\VLES: He noticed one thing 
outstanding in the remarks of the l\1inister, 
and that was that he emphasised the fact 
that there was no repudiation so far as the 
pension rights of the jndge3 were concerned. 

The ATTORXFY·GEXERAL: I will go into that 
to-morrow. 

Mr. VO\YLES: The measnre was founded 
on the worst kind oi repudiation one could 
possibly imagine. (Hear, hear!) The Con· 
,titL1tion Act of 1867 provided-

" The commi'5ions of the prHent judges 
of the Supremo Court of the said colony 
and of all fl)tme judg·ps thereof shall 
bo continue and rmnain in full force dur­
ing their good bch::vior JlOh,·itl,shnding 
the demise of Her ::\Iaje,ty . . . or of 
her heirs and successors Uny law usaq;e 
or prart ice to th<' contrary thereof in 
any,visc l)Otwith:-:;tanding. ') ' 

The same principl0 v-ns contained ~n the 
Snprerno Court Act of 1867. The present 
judgce. particular!:,' the judges of the 
Supreme Collrt. loft remunerative prac· 
tices and went into the higher se nice of 
the judiciary. on the thorough nnderstamEng 
thfLt th<'Y were to be retained then' during 
good bPhaviour and certain oth( ·· cunsillcra­
tions. It conJ.d not be suggested that any 
of the three judges who were attack'd to-de~v 
under the measure had any black nu,rk's 
against their character which" would w>,rrant 
any such legislation being introduced to 
interfere with their rwsitions. (Hear, hC'ar ll 
The only claim was that thev had attnined 
a certain ago. Berame they had rd.taincd 
the .age of seYent .... "· veal'S th0 Govcrnnlc·nt con­
sidered that thr·~: ;vere no longer capable of 
ca.rr:. mg out their funetions. Those judges 
had the 0Xp!•rionr;e of years behind them. 
Thcv were n1cn of vcrv hio·h <::-ducation and 
cult1n·e. men of high ~ttainrnP,Jts and 
integrity) n nd nothing could bo "'11U agrtinst 
thom in thnt dir?rti.on. If thcv 'H'rc going­
to apply that prmc1plc and say that. when 
a rnan rparhcd th0 a:.;c of se,·enty years, he 
hfl cl lH'cornc to n J1 irHf'I.its and nurposcs llSC­

k""·s, tllf'n \vhy r1id the Go\·orninent appoint 
a cr·rtain gentlcn1nn tcY rhe t·ppr_~!_' Hvust~ 
vd1c11 they knew he wns ovf'r sen:>-nl \. ""·cu·s 
of ago. · • · 

:\lr. T. R. ROBERTS: He i,; sO\'Pnty four 
~-en rs of agr.. 

:\Ir. VO\VLE~: He unckr;toccl the gcmlc­
Jllnn apllointPd to tho -L7ppPr I-lousc was 

[Hon. J. Jh•llan. 

seventy-four years of age. No doubt, the 
Government and their supp'l• tc,,s wculd tak"' 
up the attitude that, notwithsto.ndin?; the 
ag-e of that hon. Q'cntleman in the Upper 
House, he still rctaineJ all his faculties and 
his ability to carry out the f1:nc ions at.tach­
jng t'"), his position. lf tbat argurncnt WEro 
good in one ca-~e, \Yby ,\-L" not iho aame 
rr;r.,ciplo aflplicd to the J udicia,ry? 'l'hey 
hacl heard times withou1 number attacks 
b('ing made across the C:hat:l ~K~r fro1n the 
front Government bench nga1mt the jndJCi· 
ary, rnore pa.rticu1arly the Snpren10 Court 
judges. Ugl;; refcn,nces iwd been mnde a.t 
tin1es, and it looked as if tho me~-L uro were 
being introcluccJ in a spirit of spite in 
order to get even with the jndg-l_·.3 for smne 
reasons unkno1Yn to members. An~"body who 
studied the anpoinb11cnt d the judges, and 
took into cortsidcration the position they 
O('Cllp~Pd in their IJrofessions at tho tLwe 
the., left th·J profession tJ •''nry out the func· 
tions of the jndicia1·y, must r ,;i o that thosA 
gentlemen entered knto a contract · .. vi th tha 
Crown on the thorough understanchng· that 
there would he no alteration in tho con· 
ditions undo: w.hich those positions wor" 
accepted. It would be interesting to know 
what was at the bot•om of this and who had 
re<JUCstcd it. Had the public a.skod for it? 

The ATTORKEY·GEXEH '.L: \Yho requ•·sted the 
Torv GoYernment in ~ew South Wales to 
do th" sn1nc: thing'! 

],Jr. VOWLES: Had the legal profeboion 
asked for this·: Had the general public a"ked 
for it 'f Wimt "·as LchinJ it? The principlB 
rnight be a good ono jn rc·:-pcct to the future, 
when men took positions \vith a thorough 
unch'rstanding that those were the conditions, 
as they diJ in the public se nice, whor.e they 
k:tFW that when thcv reached a c8rtain age 
their services would be automo,tically dis­
pensed with. In order that thr y migl;t estab­
lish that pri:1ciple and that they nllg-ht not 
C'Onsent to repudiation in the·-,c casos, he pro­
posed to submit to the Committt'o an amend­
ment which "·ould mo,ko it clear that that 
sid0 of the Committee, at any rate, were not 
going to be a party to a bn :wh of contract; 
that they wern prepared to preserve the 
rights of these per5ons and carry them on 
under the ccnditions unJor which th('.y took:· 
office. 

OrrOSITIOX :::V1E)!BERS: Hear, hear! 
:',Jr. YO\YLES: After the word "court;," 

on llnn 3 of the n1otion, he movc{1 tho inseT­
lion of tlw words " to be hereafter 
appointed"; 1naking the motion read-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Constitution 
of QnC'0nsland b"'' fixing an ago Iin1it for 
the retiroment of judges of the Supreme 
Court to [,e hereafter arpointed." 

The Government should haYc no hesitation 
'in acrccpting thP amcuJment. It would 
establish the principle for the futuro, Lut it 
\Yould let the conditiom existing to-day stand 
in r(•gard L the prcseut judges, and the 
Govern m! nt '.nmld not then Le charged with 
hn..Ying been a party to further rc·pudiation_ 

}}fr. MACGREGOR (Jferth!Jr): In second· 
ing and supporting the an1endmPnt, he 
agre< d with the remarks made by tho leader 
of the IJpposi lion. Th~ Bill dp•erved v-ery 
serious e:onsideratioJJ. In effect, it 1vas 
n1easnrc {or the rcrnoval of tho three 
Routhen: judg~'· Tho"' thr~e judges, as the 
l<·<LUC!' of tbn Oppc.:itiou had pointoJ out, haJ 
,tatntor;· rights nmlor tho Constitution Ad 
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and untler the fictnrcme Court Act of 1867. 
Under the lattDr Act they held ofll~.~ during 
good behavinnr. In the Supreme Court Act 
it was proYid,•d that it shall. be lawful for 
I-Ii.:; 1\{!ajcs::: to l'l'n1ove an_~.- judge upon the 
addn:~s of l:·otiJ IIonse~ of tbe Legislature. 
It \vas not propo~r·d. ho1vcver, to rrrro"";p 
them in that •.·.·ay under tlw Bill. The pro­
pc(,al apparcnth: "as for tlJP inst mt dis­
mib3a1 of those thrP0 judrrr- It had bePH 
said that th,_ 1n1e thing lHtd been done in 
New Sm,: .. h \Yalcs. It lwd not been done in 
New South \\~a](·~. In ~c~'r Smtth \\ .. alC's tlw 
Act was pas_·_.crl a11d assenh·d tl) 011 lCr h. 
.March, 1818. but 1Ps not to eo .H' into force 
until 31"~ De· 2moer. 1918. and applif'd to 
any judtte 'iYh0 ,. as ,~ycnt.v years of age ou 
31st De,cernber. 1913: o that prr. iieJiv 
nirw l11UJlt

1
1 ,· noti( :' \\"as giY~'!l to the jndp;•', 

in th<lt St"V :\"ew Zr_, 1
: 1nd a .--imj}al' 

Act \ n, .he n~tiriJJg· age bt:ing 
.;:;event~, -hvo ;, onr J-!e thought that Act had 
not be.·n ntad0 Lt:-.0 of. Hf' wa~ spc,_tkinp: 
frorn n1en1ory onl". Le en ll~P he had not brc1-1 
able io find ~mt tiw age of Sir Ii.olwrt Stmtt. 

lnct he knt w biru Yc~rv \Yt~ll, anJ 
f4 p.rn.) iH· 1·-oHld saY h: \Y:t~ \Veil o\~f'r 

::- _•\'('uty-two ':veal's of ag-(~. The' 
A1•ts in other thcrc,fol'(', could not 
be reEPd npo11 the pl'OJlO"ed prucecdl11g 
hf'l'e. 

The I'nni!EH: \\'hat i, the diffcrew·t' m 
principle? 

Mr, MACGREGOR: The dilfen•nct: in 
principle wa~ that it \Yas not rctrospGctiYe 
'"t all in the othN States, and il was rctro· 
spectiv\~ here. It was an intcrfercnC'e \Yith 
statutory rights. The three judges had a 
statutory right to remain in office during 
good behaviour. -

The PRE11IER: Did Hot the New South 
Waks Act apply to existing judge'~ 

Mr. MACGREGOR: It gave the>t! n111,, 
months' notice. 

The PREli!IFH: \Vould that satisfy the hoJJ. 
member? 

Mr. MACGREGOR: 1\o. (Government 
laughtn.) Tlw Attot'm'y-General said that 
1<irniL r p:roYi"iC1·- ~ . ..-:r0 C11ntai1h·d in a . .1\t·Y: 
South \Vale :\er which had been passed h;· 
a Tory GoYCrlJlllf'nt; but that Waf'. not o. 
~4.s to thr. priueiple of thP Bill in (ixi!Jg' a 
retiring age £or judg{'S to be appoilltl"\U in tlw 
future, that was a matter that ditl 1wt 
noed much consid0ration. There might. be 
some people who thought such a measure 
ought to b,, on the statute book; while 
others thought it oug·ht not; his own opinion 
was that it would not motter, as he did not 
think the power would be a vailecl of yery 
much. Ths oera ions on which it had been 
necessary to retire judges 1vcre very rare in 
tho history of tlHl British judiciary. m cny 
of the judges baYing been on the bench when 
thoy were consider~bly over s~venty years 
of age. 'l'hrre were two outstanding example, 
in England-Lord Halsbury, who was ninety­
six or ninct~'·S(~VE'n ycaTs old now and 1vbo 
had only recemi,- g-iven up judicial work; and, 
Lord Brvcc. 1vho 11·as ei~·ht.v-t.wo years ol-d 
and could still write works of merit. As he 
said, the principle of 11utting legislation fix­
ing a retiring; age for judges on the statute~ 
book in the future might not be so objec­
tionable; but the objectionable part of this 
Bill was that it 1Yas retrospective. and inter­
fered with the statutory rights of the 
judges and also proposed instant dismissal, 
because the judges were not to be given a 
<Chance; they would have to go off the bench 

straight away. The Bill amoun'0d, m c·ffect 
-and that w.as why he strongly objrctGd to 
it-to the ignominious dismiS?al of thr. e 
gcnthnH:n with :flne records bv a dvino­
Goycrnrncnt that ncvar pos:3e led the eOnfi~. 
tl{•ncc of a rnajority of the c1{'ctors. 

Cirrosnroo; :<In:K ·:s: Hc'ar·. heu! 

'Hr. i\L\CGH.EGOR: He thrrr 
supported th,. an:('ndtltr'nt of 
the Op]Cositioll. 

Mr. MORGA.l\ (Jiurill•t): He mpported 
the amendment of the leaner of t1e Opposi­
tJOn. It was such legislation ao, that which 
had c:n1scd Qncen.-:land to stink ::o much in 
the no'trils of the people outside Amtra!ia. 
It was simply anothee act of repudiation 
for which the GoYennnt.?nt wa..s so ncted, and, 
if hc,tt. mnmbcn: th'· Onpc:::ition side r:u11~ 
f)()l't(•d a Bill of d(·· 1·ipri( 1. t~w1 would bu 
binding them'clns to lcgi .!ation for which the 
pre3cnt Govern1nent had bcconH~ ."<) famDus. 
'rlL• Prrn1icr had H··kcd if th0 Opposition 
y;ould LP snti:-<HPd to fnl!c\Y t~1c princi~)}e 
~:Joptcd in ~.Jew South \Yale~. and allow nine 
month-' notice. Ilc cl id not think that thev 
should pa~s any !Pgislation whieh 1-vas nOt 
d0:-;irablc ,.,~r>n if it lwd been passc'd in ru1v 
othc·· Si1tc in ,\u,tralia. It 11'oulrl be all 
right to follow nrocerlnr<> which had been 
foimd to h2- ri~ht: t~It tlJ re \Y'B 110 rcasou 
\\ h.v QtH· --nsl:nld ::;hou!d sirnply plss legisla­
tion of thi~ dP.•wription because Ne·v: South 
\Valt;:; l1ad donP :-c. In l1i~ opi11ion, the 
l'f' •son for the introduction of the Bill was 
boe.omc the Gon•rnmPnt had, no donht, app]i­
rant:- whon1 th:::·y (k··,irrd to plar<> in n cc~rtain 
llosition bPforP they tbemseh~P- w0nt out of 
olftcr. Tlw GoYrrnnwnt had certain friends 
11ho harl a wish to attain high positions 
before the Government ...-ncatcd the Trca~ur,· 
hC'Ldlct:. · 

Tlw l'RE)nER: \Yhom ;, tht• hon. membeJ' 
suggesting? 

Nlr. MORGA:'\: JT,. 'uggc~ted that Mr. 
,Justiee :VlcCaTs1e!~ "·nf' a ca.ndidate. 

The I'RE}llER: HP i' ah·rarl~- a judg<' of 
the Supreme Court. 

l\lr. MORGAX: Yrs. but, lih the hon. 
gt·utlcman, lH~ n1lght be 1oo 1 ~ing- for some­
thing higltcr. He was not the Chief Justice, 
'\hi rh was probably a position hr \\·ould Vf'r\· 
1nuch lik1-.. lie Ul!dl•rstood thai- a little 
friction exi::-tcd among C11ueu.;; 111Plnh~..'r, as to 
whn shoulrl get those poc·itions. Th" b Honol' 
had no right to pass such legislation, He 
was a believer in fixing the age of retire­
ment for judges; but it ought to bo U"ed 
with discretion, as it was recogni-ocd that 
some nwn at the age of seYenty had more 
ability, physically and mental!_·,, than others 
at the age of sixt,'. That applied to almost 
everv walk of life; it app1ied to the animal 
kingdom the same as it did to human beings; 
abilit::- v:a c not a matter of a~e altogether. 
At the c~ame time, if a man had reached a 
certain Rgt? and v:.ns not cap,tbln Df carrying 
out his duties throu.rh lack of vigour, or 
through mental disability, there should bo 
some mdhod of retiring him. As the Jeadel' 
of the Opposition had pointed out, the Go­
vernment had already appointed to the Upper 
House a certain gentleman who was seventy­
four year, of age, and whose age t.h ey recog­
nised harl not prevented him from carrying 
out his duties. , The same thing applied to 
the judges. It had not eyen been suggested 
by the Attorney-General, that the three 
judges who were to be dealt with under the 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Bill were not capable of carrying out their 
duti, . 

The ATTORKF.Y-GEKER\L: I merelv cai<l wlnt 
was in thB Bill, ~tnd on tho scc:o~H1 r ading 
I will give H1orc inforn1ati-on. 

Mr. MORGAN: "When th>· pr.,sent judg<'. 
were a]lpointccl they undcr•tood that it was 
for life, subject to good behaviour and capa­
bility to perform their duty. The Gm·ern­
Incnt, therefore, ought to accept the amend­
ment of the leader of the Opposition. There 
was no doubt that there vvas an understand­
ing that, if they were rapablo of perfonning­
thcir dutieA at seventy-fiYC' years of agn, t' :_:y 
would continue in olflce. If the Government 
would accept the amendment, it would prove 
that they had no desire to victimise anyone. 
He looked upon the Bill to a certain extent 
as an attempt to victimise the judges for not 
having altogether given satisfaction to the 
Caucus party, in con~cqncnce of "Which the 
Government desired to get rid of them. In 
hi~ opinion, it was an act of victin1isation: 
ho intended to fight tlw Bil! at every stage, 
and he felt sure that Opposition memh~rs 
would fight it right through and do thei,. 
utmost to prevent it becoming la'"· 

Mr. CORSER (Bumett) : He iutenrlcd to 
support the amendment. lie was not against 
a J udgc;l' Retirement Bill or a statutory 
arrangement being made fo1' retirement; but, 
considering the fmaneial position of Queens­
land at the present time, it would be bad 
business to tamper with thn judges in a Bill 
<;]{e this. To appoint new judges and provide 
for the retirement of the present judges 
would mean a chain on tlh· finances o( the 
State that they were not able to meet at the 
present time. 

The ATTORKEY-GE:->ERAL: It would mean no 
financial lo~s. 

Mr. CORSEH: lt would mean a linancial 
expenditure. 

The ATTORKEY·GENERAL: It would not. 
You are C]Uite wrong. 

Mr. CORSEH: It would mean an 
f\Xpenditure of over £3,000 by way of pen­
sions, which, if the Government were look­
ing out for economy, could be better used 
in providing for the unemployed or keep­
ing in employment the men they were 
6acking. It would bo a very bad thing 
to introduce such legislation unless it was 
absolutely necc·~sary, He was not going to 
enter into an argument as to whether men 
of a certain age should be judges, but he 
maintained that the measure was not urgent, 
because the gentlemen holding the positiom 
at nrcwnt had not shown bv their record 
that they were inc•tpable o'wing to age. 
They were probably exceptional in the ability 
they had shown in de a ling with the large 
volume of bu in~'-s that had come before 
them. \Yhil, t hon. n1en1bers generally under 
nor1nal condition" "Y\"Ould. perhaps, agree to 
eomc alt~ration, he claiml'd that under tho 
present cl n·un1stances it was not in the bc~t 
interc'ts of the country to P"" the Bill at 
fhc ll101TICI1t. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL (,1/iJc ·t): An,v Bili 
ckaling with the Supreme Court judiciary­
that which may be termed the high faun· 
tain head of justice-should b0 Yery carefully 
scrutinised. It appeared, first of all, that 
it was proposed to deprive certain jn,ticcs 
of the Supreme Court of their legal rights­
to repudiate a contract made with them when 
they relinq1.iishcd their lucrative practices for 
the high honour of appointment to the bench. 

[llfr. Morgan. 

In nll · t ln~tancc:~ ju~tice:; of the Suprmna­
Coun had relinquished a highf'r inrot_ne tha.n 
the~- 1·ceei vcd for their ,en ice,, to the Stde: 
hut they l.Vcrc prcpa rC'd to do so i11 view of 
tt1~ cc_l_ntract. with th0 P,tatc .that, during good 
bena' 101.11', they should connmw to hold oflic<>. 
The mcaf:urc, t1u;rE£0rc, propc-.cd that the 
<"llltract ,]wulcl be broken, and that another 
Het of l'C'pll:dintion afiecti~'g the honour and 
fame of OueC'uslnud should be ptl'pctrated. 
Th< y had to rpmomber· that very seldom were 
thP .•TowJger tn('rnhcrs of the pro£(. ,ion ap­
pc,intcd to th0 hivh office of judo'e.--~ uulc~s 
the·:~ werr ad:nittPdly political appufrttoPS: and 
t-hat mll~- nl:t_'n vho, hy their pract,if'o and 
experience and hig·h rcpLltation, -dc-nved the 
honour succeeded in attaining to those high 
an<l honourable po·itions; and, if the measuTc 
outlined b,- the Attorney-G<meral became law, 
tlJ(',V would be dragging the hononr nf thr­
Statc in tlw political -du.'t. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKER.\L: Nobody "aiel that 
in N" ev; South Wales. 

Ho·'. J. G. APPEL: He was not rcferrirw 
to :\ ew South Wales-his concern was fo~ 
the; fame unrl honour of Queensland; but, at 
anv rat<', J\'ew South \Yales h~d not been 
guilty of the repudiation which the Queens­
land Government proposed, for the Adminis­
tration there ltad withdrawn from the dis­
hononr.,blc position. Thev could not close 
their eyes to the fact. that. just as the 
abolition of the Lcgi'·lative Council was held 
O\'Cl' that ChambPr as a rod of terror because 
they refused to become partisans so when 
the present justiciary rPfused to be~om~ part.i­
"lll', they were threatened with a similar 
act of rctalintion or revenge. The proposal 
was not new. Since the judge,; refused to 
subvert the justiciary and 1nakc it partisan). 
this legislation had been threatened. Tlwv 
knew, furthermore, that there had been fric­
tion with the juBticiary because the judges 
objected to the release of prisoners in opposi­
tion to the opinions they had cxprc~s,·d. and· 
that latterly no opinions had been ask<'d 
from them. 

The ATTOH~EY-GENERIL: The Briti;JJ Go­
yernnlent passed a sin1ilu1· rnca.sure. 

Mr. BJ~BBINGTON (Dmyton): He sup­
ported the amendment for two reasons, the 
fir,t being that the J3ill contained a Ycrv 
lerge c•kmont of repudiation. He had had 
an idea that they were getting over the 
effects of pre>ious repudiatory legislation, 
and that th<' en clit of the S'tate was some­
what improving-. A' the influence of the 
extremist Government receded, so the credit 
of the Stat•· advanced. 

0PPOSITIOX :~IEJ\.lllERS : Hear, hear ! 

!\-h. BEBBI:"i"GTON: vVlH'n the influence 
of tho extremists dccre:csod and the hon. 
mmn ber for Norma Hby left the other side, the 
:\I~tropolitan \Vater nnd S01verage Board was 
able to float a loan for £1,010.000. (Govern­
ll'l'nt lnur-ht(·r.) Had it not been for thos'' 
fact·, he belicvc'd that the loan 1\'ould no\; 
ha YC brt'll floated. rRencv•.rcd Governn1ont 
laughter.) Ho t horc•fore supported the 
nnwnclnlCnt. because it upheld th<' credit of 
Queensland. and because b~- it the people 
(·onld srp that the party on tlw Opposition 
,jd, who would 'oon be on the other sidP. 
would not tolerate r:opudiation. Ilu 'Yas 
.sati-l1ed that that wonld incrcaM' their 
holTO\ving powers consid0rablv. Another 
l'f'tt-=on for ::-upporting the an1Cndinent was 
that of the expense invoh·cd by the Bill. 
Tlw Attomev-Gencral said that it would 
involve no ~xtra expense. IY as the hon. 
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gf'nrlt nan, du•n. going· to nppolnt the ne v~· 
nH:~ll at Jowt_'l' 'a!arie~? The gentlcn1en ,vho 
would be rctin'cl would go out on their 
pen..::ion . .;;, an1ounting to £3,250 per annu1n. 
These jndgPs were p:;oing to draw their 
pcn_:ions; an cl, that being so, how could the 
Attom~v-General claim that the Bill would 
mean no fin \llcial loss to the Stat<' unless 
Hc\v appointn1cnt \vere 1nadc at a lower 
rate of Ral a ry an-d infericH· men \V ere , z~cnr< d 
-men whom the Government could control? 
He bciiPved that the Right Hon. ,\ndrew 
Fisher rcrmu·ked in the Labour Federal 
Go\~Crnment &~nne years ago that) if the 
Uo, rrum<'nt could not get judges who would 
give them "·h:tt they wanted, they would 
appoint their own judges. There was 'ome­
thing of that in tlw Bill. Dealing with thP 
appointment> of members of the Land Court 
son1e ~-C>ars ago, the Go 'lernmcnt of tho day 
made tlw statement that, if the members of· 
the Lancl Court would not gi >e them what 
tlwy dPsired, they would appoint other rnem­
b<>rs. \Vlwn appointments were made under 
snd• circumstances, would not the judges 
<·tnrj· out the wishes of the Government and 
sl!pport the policy of the Go>ernment i 

:Mr. T. H. HoBERTS : Did not tlw Gm·ern­
llH'llt "'). that about thP Arbitration Court? 

:VIr. BEBBI)IGTO)I: Ye'. They knew 
that the Arbitration Court \vas a iJOlitical 
organisation. All they had to do was to 
write ov-rr the door, ·· \Yhatever ye '"k shall 
ht~ givPn you lwr(~." Yes, anJ ~a bit n1orc 
tbau they a<ked. (Laughter.) If hon. mcm­
hPr21 oppo~ltC' were the real Govornrn0nt, and 
had the poiY<'r, it would be a different 
mattl'r; but tlwy knew that hon. membPrs 
oppo5ite "·erP not the Gov-ernment. Thcv 
were only thrro to ans\w'r thl' pulli11p: o.f 
~tringf' b,y pC'r~ons outside and to do 1-Yhat 
they wne told. They could easily ch>al with 
hon. members opposite if they were the 
Covernmt>nt.; but it \YU'' a disappearing· 
sr0ne-" nolV you see the In; now you don't." 
They had to dc'al with the people outside 
who controll,•d the Government, and not with 
hon. members opposite. He was against any 
repudiation. and again<,t the injuring of the 
State in that way. He thoug·ht the crl'dit 
of the State was improving since the floating 
of the la't lo"n; and he thought the Attorney­
General had ma·de a great mistake in bring­
ing in the Bill, and if the hon. gentleman 
would aceept the amendment it would 
improv-e the Bill, and the credit of the StatD 
would not be interfere-d with. 

Mr. TA YLOR (1Vinrlsor): He certainlv 
intended to 'upport the amendment move-d 
by the leader of the Opposition, for the 
reasone which had been stated 1,- other hon. 
members on that side of tbe' House. If 
then• was ullP jn titution that thcv as Aus­
tralian, and Driti,h people should· be proud 
(1)_._ it \'. ..J.~-5 i he judiciary. lie thoug-ht thnt 
('VCl',V po ')ibic r:ffort of cyory rnan, indepen­
dent of his political ne< d or political lll'li<'f. 
should be to keep th.; judiciary as Lr and 
a~ fn'P fnnn 2IJ kinds of political influ{;ncp 
and political control as possible. He could 
not g. t it out of his mind that the reason 
fa,· the introJuction of thi·, Bill wa·.: that 
there >YaS H political ffiO\"C bel>ind it. IJ,, 
might not Le ahle to explain what it mt"ant 
o,· know exactly what it was, but he felt 
quite setisfied that the Bill was not being 
introdn. eel in the best interests of Quecr,­
land or in the best interests of the judician·. 
It seemed to him that in Queensland, ami 
particularly in that Chamber, it wae a crime 

for a man to hecomr old. That was re:: llv 
what it looked like. The poio-axo was going 
to be applied to rnrtain judge>. who had 
ftlle-d l1igh and ho11ourn Llo positions in tho 
State. )/o c1wrges c f inre>nlp,etcnry in the 
C'<ll'l'Jillg ont of th('ir nnties had be€m n1ade 
again t thece men during the whole of their 
car0er, yet they found a mrasure introduced 
\rhich propos0d to scrap nwn who lwd dono 
Pxccllent work on the bench of the country. 
Kn rertson had been giv('n for th-o :introducw 
lion of tlw Bill. It was generally urgea by 
people that the St .. te jwu!d l1c a model 
c1nploycr, and shon!d set an exan1ple to 
othor sections of the ccmmunitv by the treat­
ment it m eh d out to JlUbiic sei·v-ai1ts in evDry 
'' alk and cverv rank. 1-Iow IYOtdd hon. 
tnPntbcr~· opvo::i!c t-ake it if in all private 
and industrial concPrns in Quecmlanrl t<J­
morrow all th.e men who had rea~hed the age 
of scvcHt,v years were going fo be £red out, 
and told t<J Jiud a job \Yhercver they possibly 
could? 

The ATTORNEY -GFNERAL : ~fast of them are 
fired out. 

:Mr. 'l'~\YLOR: \Voul-cl nny Government or 
any hon. member oppositce ju 'tify such a 
prorcl'<ling? They had an cxalli)Jle of one of 
the grcatAst jurists who had ever sat. on the 
bc'lich in Australia in the late Sir Samuel 
Griffith. 

0PPOSITIOX ::VfE~IBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. TA YLOR : If the Commonwealth Go­
vprnment had done what the Queensland 
Government now proposed to do when the 
lute Sir Samuel Griffith rt'achPd the age of 
;;:e,·enty yenrs, ·would not P\Teryonc have 
thought that the community would have sus-
tainf'd a gre{lt Ios::;? ·~ 

:VIr. BRE;;-;;-A;;-: How old wns he >vhen he 
<lied? 

::\Ir. 'L\YLOR: He beliewcl he \\"as 
sc,Trnty-fiYC years of ago. Some of 'hiG best 
work was done after he reached mature 
years. Anyone who had followed the pro­
cedure in the la\y courts knew that, spe<1king 
generally, the judges required not only a 
knowledge of law but discrimination and 
clear vision to enable th·m to give judg­
ment~ in accordance 1vith justice · and 
rjghteou0nes6 on the n1any intricate iHsues 
that came before them, ami that their judges 
had been very successful in that direction. 
He did not care whether a man was thirty­
flvr> or forty 3 -cars of age, and had the best 
dogro0s obtainable-the experience g·ained by 
a judge during twenty-five or thirty _years 
on tlw bench was worth more than all the 
book knowledge he might previously havo 
gained. To hie, own knowledg-e the experi­
ence was added to by the assistance given 
by counsel on both sides in the cases that 
< ame before him, and, as a re-cult. very fC'w 
mistakes were ma·de by their judg-co. He 
sincerelc- hopGd that the Minister· would not 
proceed with the Bill. Like the hon. member 
for Albert. 'w con+;ended that the honour of 
Quecnt:land was at· sb:1kc in a n1c··1· ure like 
thi~. and he 1vas more ronccrnrd for thC'. 
honour of Queensland, and for the CJUSO of 
jnstire and righteousness which should be 
meted out to our judiciary, than for the fate 
of this Government or anv other Go,·orn-
ment. ' 

;Mr. KING (J:ooan): He intended to sup­
port the amc·ndment. The object of the Bill 
was undoubtedly to get rid of the three 
Southern judges, who had always heon held 
in the highest Psteem and respect. Could 
anyone for a moment suggest that those 

Mr. King.] 
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three gentlemeu wPre not capable of carrying; 
out their work' If anyone could give any 
rv: on fo:· grtt.in12: rid of thof'o three ju.d_gr,s, 
he '"'uld L<' oul ,. too g-lad to listen to it. 

The .ATTOR:SEY--GE:S''R.IT.: It •.,·ould lw o"t 
of orrlcr to gjy(~ n·a~on~ at this st,agc. You 
1Yill g,-!;t them on the :-:.._•rolld reading. 

Mr. Kll'\G: Those judges, by reason of 
their expericn(" and their n1aturc judg1nent. 
had made themsch·cs well qualif-ied not 
only for the 'York that thl') had . etrriecl 
ont in the past but to carry out thcll' 1vork 
in the future. It lmd been the pnctice in 
the past to appoint men to the high pu>ition 
of judges who wpr('· above suspiclon, a11d for 
the· purpose of making them absolu'·'ly eecuro 
in their position they had been paid certain 
salariw; and hod been a ppointcd for life. 
and, 1vhcn tlley retired, they retired on a 
JWnsion, 'I' hat had been done for the pur· 
pose of putting the judges absolutely above 
snspieion, anc1 enabling thPnl to carry oui­
thl'il' dut\· ·without fear or faxonr. He re::td 

" the other day that the average 
l4.30 p.m.] ago of the prcsPnt members of 

the I'rivv Council was something 
{)ver Pight.y yt>ars. Untl at 110 tirne 'vas the 
Privy Ccuncil eo well fitted to carry out 
the work. The measure was undoubtedly a 
political move, and he said with~mt. hesitation 
t~.Jt it -"1Yf'U!·rrl of grn"-" repud1at1on. 

The ATTOHXF:Y·l;EXEHAL: 1'\o. 
Mr. KING: lt was repudiation of a st;ltu­

tory obligation, and it was only anotlwr 
instance of the atmosplwre which permeated 
Govern m(' ut ll1CID bers. Mmnbers ovpoBit.e 
hu.J 110 JH'l :::.JlL't.·tive whate\-rL and they did 
not seem to realise what constitute.-! the 
sanctity of a contract. 

The ATTOR:SEY-GEXERA\.: Tlwrc wa.;; no 
contract there. 

Mr. KING: 'I'he contract was made to 
keep them in office for life, so long as 
they behaved themseh·cs. If the Bill were 
persisted with and passed, it would be to 
Queensland',; eternal discredit'. 

1\lr. BRE:\:::\Al'\ (7'oowoomba): He could 
not follow the argument of legal members 
oppositf'. The hon. member for Merthyr 
referred to the faet that New South Wales 
treated her judges better, inasmuch as they 
were given nine months' notice of retirement, 
whereas in this Bill it provided for instant 
dismissal. There was no instant dismissal 
about it, because the Bill had been men­
tioned in the Gm·ernor's Speech for the last 
two years. end thev knew that the Hon. E. 
J Stevcns made a" speech about the. judg-es 
in 1913 in the Legislative Council. The 
1nattor had be n spokr-n of for year~. 
and alrno~t ('Ycry legal practiti{)ner a'':rec"d 
that a Judges' RntiremePt Bill was esscnt.ial 
Fot· tlt0 brneiit of tlw pcopk of Qnccns­
lnncl.. rrhc remarks of hon. lllt:'l11h0rS Oppo~ 
site wcr·e part of a political job, and 
werE' mnrle simn]y to intro-duce the word 
"repudiati~n." 'The thrc~ judges who would 
retire undoc the provisions of the Bill had 
certain]·, done g-ood work, but they were 
!lOW over SCYI'Tlty years of ag·e. Up till the 
time t.he late Sir S. '\V. Griffith was seventy 
vorLrs of a go he rlid good work, but he did 
i1o goorl 'York alter that age. (Opposition 
dissent.) It was a fact that Sir S. W. 
Griffith did no g-ood work for the last two 
year,, bccauoe he was practically at death's 
door. He did his host work before he- was 
seventy vears of ago, and hon. members 
opposite would agree with that. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: No. 

~Mr. King. 

~Ir. DRE:\XX:'\: Sir S. \V. Griffith·,, dooi­
,-;ion in the rnihva,v cmplo: <''"~' appcdl c:ts8 
wa, nn·rrrnh•cl in the Perth c;sc'. His deei­
~ion ln the Stock En1bargo ca~c 'vas also 
ovcnnled in the Pmf-itcering Act (1\1cArthm· 
cnse). Th("' jnd~es were not hPing dismissed 
instantly al all. and were not being put off 
without noticc>. TlH'V h<1d known all about 
it for tlw last tltrec ·~years. an<! they would 
c<~ch rerirP on a )lC'n'ion of £1.000 per 
a tmllllJ. ::--:o on0 l ik"d bc:inp: put off duty. 
hut it wa•' donP in NP\\T South \Yales and 
a loo in Englanrl: yd the: had a Ilumber of 
-disloe·al Quccnslamlt'r' on the Opposition 
bcnch0s cr,ving m.It that ir \Yas repudiation. 
To-monow they would "'e big headings about 
l'l')ntdiati-- ' in tiw n<'WSJH<Jl<'rs. They had 
to progrc·s~. and in all dernocr . .c•i0~ certain 
nton hnd to suffer incon,·eul{)ncc~. \Vhat 
about the railwa·.' men who were put off at 
·~ixty~fiyp ~:·cars ~f age? 

Mr. VOWLF'l: There was no contract there. 

Mr. BRENI\'AK: There could never be 
a contrac-t \vith the ,,·orkjng n1en. bcr3.uCjo 
they always h11d the boot put into them. 
T'he railwa · 1nan was alway~ on a lu·.s 
wage, and rlirl not get a pPJ{sion; but tht.' 
judges would g-Pt a vension of £1,r'J0 
a v<>ar C<H'~t. Ife \Vas sati:·dird t~w . 1£ 
tlu~· legal nH~ll oppo!:-liie Yot {1 Hl'Cording to 
their own personal belie£, they would vote 
in fa,·onr of the Bill. Who "·ould not g·iv<> 
up a practice to become a Supre1ne Court 
judge·: lJ c kuf'\V that saint' barristers rnadf' 
£3.000 or £4.000 a year, but it 'Yas a great 
strain on their health. and that was why 
thev went on to the bench, where they could 
enjoy better hutlt.h and havo a mnch easier 
time. The jndges allowed the barristers to 
do the worlr and prepare the cases. and all 
thrv had to do was to decide what t.he law 
"'"~ in the different cases. and adjudicate 
upon each case submitted. Every judgr, had 
the security that he would be kept in his 
pc.'"'ition until he wa.s seventy yoars of age, 
and surclv a man could save something out 
of £2,000" a ;iear by the time he was seventy 
v<·ars of age. 

The ATTORNl~Y-GENERAL: He did not 
propost to accept the amendment. He had 
alrPady stated that he would give his rea· 
sons for introducing- the measure on the 
second reading, when it would also be an easy 
watter to dispose of the so-c:dlcd rcpudia· 
tory arguments of hon. membcts opposite. 

~1r. MOORE (A.uuig·JH) supported the 
&mendmcnt. He thought the Attorney­
General was going to accept the aJncndmcnt 
until the only log-ftl nwmbPr on the other 
side put it out of his hear!. They should 
rec0gnisc the justice of the contention that 
the pros mt jt:dgcs were UJ1pointed for life. 
The contract made with the judges should 
not be broken. A judge had to be absolutely 
above suspicion, a.nd, if he carried out his 
duties honestly and· with intcsrity, he should 
r.ot be disturbed. The j udgos took their 
pc•itions on the understanding that they 
would be there for life, and it was not fair 
to remo,·c the judges unlc" they could 
prove that they were not acting justly. 
Tl:ey should honour the agreemcmta they 
made with the judges and not dispense with 
them at a moment's notice. It would be all 
right if a measnrc w<We introduced to deal 
with future judges. No one would complain 
of that. But, as the present judg-es were 
a.ppointed for life, the Govornmcmt should. 
stick to that agreement. The judglls took 



Judrtes' Retirement B-ill. [ :21 SBPT.KYIB.r;H.] 617 

pos1t-1ons on the bench for the benefit of the 
Sbte-probably also for the benefit of them­
sclves-b·lt they sacrificed good practices at 
the B»r; and it was only a fair thing, 
seeing t-hey canied out their duties honestly, 
with integrity, and without suspicion, that 
their serYices should be retained. 

Mr. COLLIXS: W.hat did they sacrifice? 

Mr. MOORE : They sf\crificed good incomes 
at the Ba.r. 

Mr. COLLJKS: ::Ylauy "·orking- men sacrifice 
their li Yes while earning a living. 

Mr. MOORE : They were not talking about 
men who sacrificed their lives. They were 
·dealing with an agreement made with cer­
tain gentlemen on the bench in Queensland. 
He objected to breaking any agreement. If 
they made the Bill apply to future judges, 
it would be all right; but the present agree­
ment should be honoured. The Attorney­
Genera.! would be acting wisely in accepting 
the amendment. It would not interfBre with 
his Bill, except with regard to the three men 
who had been referred to. It looked -as 
though the Bill had been brought in just 
to get at them. Surely they did not want 
to bring in a Bill affecting three individuals. 
He quite ag-reed with the introduction of 
the Biil so far as it affected future judges, 
but he did not agree to its affecting three 
individuals and to its breaking an agreement 
which had been honourably made and 
honourably carried out. 

Mr. Y.l ARREN (M urru m ba) : As a layman 
h<l would like to know why the Bill had 
been brought in. It seemed to him the 
three judges had fuifilieJ their duties pro­
perly. He suggc,ted that they should extend 
th£ principle of the measure to members of 
Parliament. There seamed to be something 
behind what appeared on the face of the 
Bill. He would like to ask the Minister why 
the measure had been brought in. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will confine his remarks to 
the amendment. 

Mr. \YARRE?\: The amendment was 
moYed to overcome what obviously was a 
distinct evil. If there were r.o vindictive­
ness, if there -,vero not in the 1neasure some­
thing which should not be there, the GoYern­
ment should accept the amendment. He did 
not think it was possible to state the exact 
age at which a man doing intellectual work 
should be retired. 

The PREMIER: \Vould you apply that to 
the public serdce? 

Mr. WARREN: Some men at sixty-five 
year& of age might be as old, as far as their 
faculties were concerned, as others who had 
reached the age of scYenty years. The 
Gove1·nment would do well to consider 
further this matter. He would not say our 
C'Durts -,vort~ carried on absolutely correctly; 
there might be necoE'ity for the amendment 
of certain provisions; but he did n 0 t think 
they wer,c going to gain anything by driving 
three 111cn off the bench-and that seemed 
to be the pmposfl. for which the Bill was 
brought in. If the Government were honest 
in their purpose and desired to carry out the 
wish of the people, they should not hesitate 
for a moment to accept the amendment. Ho 
had been an interested spectator at the 
courts, and things had not always been done 
as he thought they should have been done; 
but he did not think there was any man 
who would always do exactly what he and 
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othe13 1night think wa·" rig.ht. lie \vas going 
t-, support the amendment. 

FloK. H. H. DARNES (Bu/imba): Anyone 
,,,ho had followed the courso of the debato 
could come to no other conclusion than that 
the amc>ndment w<ts one which the leader of 
the Oppc,,ition would haye been wanting in 
his duty if he had not proposed. It was 
absolutely necessary in the interests of the 
State that sueh an amendment should be 
moYod. The Minister, he understood, had 
stated there \\'as going to be no financial 
loss to the parties concerned. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: I did not say that. 
An hon. gentleman pointed out that the 
country would suffer a loss through this, and 
I said. "No, there \\·ill be no additional 
expenditure.'' 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He understood 
the hon. gentleman to say something more 
than that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I did say more; 
I said it \l·ould be a i1nancial gain. I mean 
in pounds, shillings, and pence. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He understood the 
hon. gentleman to ,oay that the judges whom 
it was proposed to retire under this Bill were 
not going to suffer any serious financial loss. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They will lge:i 
th0ir pensions. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That was so. But 
the point he wanted particularly to stress 
was that in his judgment it was not a ques­
tion of whether there was going to be a 
financial loss or otherwise. 'I'he amendment 
nwant something more than that. It 
practically s~:id that the Committ0·1 should 
r ury out something in the nature of a. 
t"1ntract-that it did not matter what thev 
did in the future, but in the interPsts of th~ 
State they should not by any means show 
those who had entered into an arrangement 
or a contract tl1at they were going to 
repudiate that contract. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hBar ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES : That clearly was 

the point whic)l. had been made. \Vhat was the 
cause to-day of the position in which Queens. 
land found herself in connection with this 
and other matters? Whether thev liked to 
admit it or not, it was the fact- that they 
h1vd pa,sed legislation of a repudiatory 
character. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It has been 
d' scribed in that way by the Opposition. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: Was not a contract 
made with the men who were referred to 
indirectly in the Bill? 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.\L: There is no 
repudiation on my part, I can assure you­
that can be easily praYed. 

I-IoN. \V. H. BARNES: Was it not a fine 
distinction to say that there was no repudia­
tion and 1·et to admit that there• was a 
contract? < Ho contended there was a 
contract. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Of course there was. 
HoN. W. H. DARNES: Supposing t.he 

Committee, by some arrangement, contractc<l 
"ith the hon. gentleman that he was to 
re1nain in a certain position at his pleasure 
and during his lifetime. If by any measuro 
afterwards tho Legislature annulled that 
agreemc.Jt, would they not have broken the 
contract'! \Vas he not right in saying that a 
contract would actually be broken by the 
Bill? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Certainly not. 

Hon. W. H. Bames.] 
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He". W. H. BARNES: 'rhe hon. gcntle­
;rinn quietly bru~bccl it on one side by saying,' 
·' Certainlv not." Had he not indicated that 
;;uch wao 'the case? \Vas it due to the fact 
t,h,J t the hon. gcntle1nan hin1sel£ vvas not a 
le gal man'! \Vas it due to thG fact that the 
hon. gentleman did not nnder . ._.~·and ~oinL' of 
:lw•·" fine legal points? 

i'.Ir. PAYNE: Rot! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man said, "Rot!" He (Mr. Barnes) under­
t'tood plain English with regard to contracts} 
but apparently so1ne hon. 1nen1bers opposite 
did not. \Vhat was rcullv the reason for the 
motion? \'\'as it ]JO!ititai'! He was amazed 
to hear the hon. member for Toowoombt 
make reference in the \V ay he did to that 
brilliant and brainy man who had adorned 
tho bench in Au,tralia, Sir Samuel Griffith, 
and to imply that, after he had reached t~e 
age of se.-enty years, he had not done his 
work as he ought to have done it. Ho 
believed that the Premie1· on one occasion 
distinctly stated in the House that the name 
of the late Sir Samuel Griffith was one that 
should be honoured by Australia generally; 
and yet the hon. member for Toowoomba 
made the references he had done to a mau 
who h".d honoured Australia by the work 
}H, did on the bench. \Yhat was the reason 
ft•f bringing in this Bill? Was it political'? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: For reform. 

Ho;;. W. H. BARNES: They noticed the 
wmparative silence of hon. members opposite. 
The l\'[inister only spoke for two minutes, 
"nd said a few words. The Premier had not 
ris0n to say a word with regard to the 
amendment. 

The PREMIER: There is a proper time. 

Tho AT'rORNEY-GENERAL: You are out of 
Grder. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: The Chairman was 
the judge of whether he was out of order. 
The reason for sa.ying there was a proper 
time was so that they might get a stage 
further on, when the opportunities for speak­
ing would be less. When he quote-d the 
Premier, he was incorrect; it should have 
hHcn the Acting Promier. 

The PREMIER: Thosfl sentiments are all 
right. The hon. member for Toowoomba did 
not di. agree with them. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentlc­
m"'n would have an opportunity of discuss­
ing this importe.nt matter. He w~s not trying· 
to miJconstrue "Hansard." This was what 
tho A<'ting Premier said. as reported on 
pago 18 of "Hansard," 1920, in connection 
,. ith the death of the IE~te Sir Samuel \Valker 
{'riffith~ 

"I beg to move-That this House here­
bv expresses its heartfelt sympathy with 
Ladv Griffith and other members of the 
family of the late Right Hon. Sir Samuel 
Walker Grifiith, P.C., G.C.M.G., K.C., 
.• nd its sense of the great loss Australia 
has suffered by the death of that eminent 
man, who was one of the most distin­
guished ornaments of this House, and 
whose long and honourable career was 
rich almoct beyond example in highly 
important public service faithfully and 
efficiently performed." 

The Acting Premier was quite right when 
he said that, and everyone on the Opposition 
side would agreo with those sentiments. But 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

IYC'rc they to associate en_'ry n1C1nbcr on the 
Go,·crnnJent sidP \Yith statc1ncnt;, the hon. 
member for Toowoomba had maclp that after­
noon' \Vhat "'as the r~asou for this legis­
iation: Had tlw judges been approached'! 
Had they sa id. '' \Ye want to get out '' ? 
I3citl'ing in mind their high Jutic·, had they 
been too correct in ~heir decisions"? No one 
had said that they wPro not capable. It 
wo.s not crc·ditablc to tlw State to bring in 
" Bill like this. The example of New South 
\Vales had been referred to; but it was tlwir 
duty as a people to sec ;hat. in any action 
of theirs. the sacred honour of contract" wa;-; 
ob,cn·ecl. 

OPPOSITION J\lEJlBERS: Hear, hear : 

.Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): Mr. Kinval!-­

Tlw Hoom SECRET.IRY: 2\iow we will get it. 

l\11·. FRY: If he juJg·ed conectly tho vie'':" 
of the people aHd the members of tins 
Committee, the Home S'ecretary would g·et 
it, and tho Go·, ernment would have to got 
oW:. He anted to spf'ak from the stand­
point of the general public with regard to 
this BilL The fir,t thing his electors would 
ask him with reference to it was, " \Vhy 
are you retiring the judges? " 

The CHAIRMAK : Orckr ! Th0 hon. 
member i> not in order in discth:iug the 
Bill. He must collfine his r01:nark~:: to the 
amendment. 

Mr. FRY: He was lea·ding up to show that 
the people outside woulJ want to know how· 
the judges who were on the bench to-day 
were going to be treated-whether, under the 
Bill, they wore to be poleaxed or whether 
it was to apply to judges who might sit on 
the bench in future'! If it applied to those 
on the bench to-day, they would naturally 
ask what they had done; he would have 
to tell his constituents that the Ministry 
wol!ld give no information on the m·attcl'. 
If the Minister would say, "vVe are going 
to stand by the agreement we have with the 
judges at prcoent, and accept the amend­
ment, so that the Bill will apply to judges 
appointed hereafter," the thing would be 
straight and aboYoboard, and he could tell 
his electors that the Government were 
straightforward. The Government should be 
frank and honest, and either tell the people 
that the judges who were on the bench to-day 
were to remain there for a certain period. 
after which they would have to go, or accept 
the amendment and let the Bill deal with 
future judge<. The man in the country had 
to foot the bill. If he broke anv of the 
laws of the land, he must go before the 
judges. It wouid be interesting to know 
whether thi· action was taken from political 
motives or not. The Govemment should tell 
the people the pc ,ition plainly; they sho_uld 
say that there was or ''as not polibr-al 
influence behind the BilL He did not expect 
that they would say so. for rea-ons best 
known to themselves and which he would 
not suggest. The Chairman would agree 
thai· if he won' to go down Queen street 
and' discuH the Bill with anvbod>· he met, 
the first thing he would be asked 'would be. 

" \Vhv do vou want to do it 1 " 
[5 p.m.] And the Chairman would pro-

babl v be in the same position 
as he, not ha ,:ing any inside know ledg·e, 
and he would be told, "You arc a nice 
sort of man. You are in Parliament, and 
you represent the people, and you do not 
know." And all he would be able to say 
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would he. ··'Yell, the Government did not 
g.ivc us the infcn·n1ation.' 1 And the man in 
oho street \Yould ask. '·What friends of 
the:ir~ are going to g'<'~- the jobs? " The hon. 
n1crnbQr for Too\YOom bJ suggested in effect 
that barriotcrs accepted appointments as 
judges to get a v. :1y from the strenuous fight· 
ing o! casr) in court2 and that judge~ had 
the pros and cons looked up for them and 
hac! merely to consult a few authoritic>. If 
that were so, he took it to be an argument 
in favom· of the amendment, because it really 
tend, d to remove the foundation for an:v 
sugg·estion,, if there v. as likely to be an0:, 
'that the JUdge• were not compet ·nt. No 
dmrge of incompetPncy had been levelled 
against the judges on the bench to·day, and 
therefore he took it there v,-as no evidence to 
justify their removal. It was true that age 
d,id not measure thP capacity of som~ people. 
On the Government bPncbc '· for mstanc<', 
he. saw a con1parati vely young 1nan us Pre­
mier-a Yery good n1an-and alongside hin1 
a man who would neYer ,,~en have got a 
1>eat in the House had the derision gone hv 
his intelligPnco and abilitv. On the othc'i· 
hand, there was the hon. moember fo1· Albert. 

Mr. T. n. HoBERTS: And t]l{' hon. mcmher 
for Mitch<'ll. 

Mr. FRY: Yc•o-he woulcl divide the 
honours-they would 1mJb1bly p;ct from the'"' 
men g·oocl adv1cc as a result of their matured 
.experience and wisdmn; but tb{~re \Vere in 
the Hon~~e youngel' men of whom thP eountrv 
would be \Wll rid, and wlJO would be dra\~· 
ing more tht~n the:-· werL· \vorth if they got 
only half theu· salaries. So that in consider· 
ing the question oi an age limit: thev had to 
~emcmber a Inan's nwntal capacity.·- As for 
Judges, they were told that the experience 
they gained as the years went bv fitted them 
more and more for their \York' New cases 
.a!ose, new. points were decided, ll{HV rulings 
giVen by h1gher courts, so that judges becamo 
more fitt<>d year by year for their duti<'s. 
If that were so. what was the reason for 
t~e Bill_? Did the Go1'e1·nmcnt want to get 
nd of Judges whos" experience had made 
their j udgmcnt sound merelv for the sako 
of getting rid of them'? \V ere they goino· 
to fill their positions with political friond~ 
at court? He would ask the Minister in 
charg<> of the Bill, " \Vhy do you not say 
canchdly and frankly that the Bill shall not 
apply to the judges now occup,ying the posi­
twns, but shall apply only to those appointed 
in the future?'' If he did that. they would 
understand where they stood. After listen· 
ing to the d,'bate and hearinco: the hon. mcm· 
be1· for Toowoomba, he had had an idGa that 
the Minister would accept the amendment 
because he recognised that he not boin" ~ 
legal man, would view tl<c~ ca~e in a br~acl 
way. He took it thn.t. vcheth8l· thcv W<'re 
legal' men or not, thev were on mattc1·" liko 
thi.s .just as able as any lawyer to form an 
opmwn; at any rate. thev had sufficient 
experie!"ce of the world to· justify them in 
expr€'~s1ng as sound an opinion as to ,vhat 
would be for the benefits of the oourt-1 as 
any law:. er. If they trac<>cl the historv of 
courts to their origin, they would find 'that 
t~ey had alway, been respected and uphold. 
Smcc the Governm_ent had been in oflioe, 
they had had somrhmes to assert themselves 
to sec whether a proposal had been presented 
to them in the proper way, and it seemed 
to him that in this case there ;vas hidden 
away some little axe to be brought out 
later and buried in someone. The Premier 

at the end of last session said. "Let us 
bury the hatchet," but, ~o soon aS they did, 
11!' brought it out and buried it ia '"Jmebody 
c'l -,. The Government now had an oppor­
tunity of retrieving some of their reputation 
-even one·thousandtb part of their good ropu· 
ration. The Government's reputation was like 
a h .lance. As tho good reputation went down 
on one . .,idc so the bad reputation rose on 
the other, and, if they would cease the bad 
pr~c tires that kept tbe public in susvense, the 
balance would romc some\vhcrc nearer oven. 
If the lvlinistN would be hank, they would 
giYe him all the consideration and all tho 
credit to which he \Vas entitled. The 2'.1inisteJ: 
said h:• \Yould not accept the amendment, but 
he CMr. Fry) hoped he would accept it, and 
thereby he "·oulcl show good semo and good 
judgment. 

l\Ir. T. R H.OBEH/l'S (HuHI 1'oo1coom ba): 
Thu Minister had risen for the seconcl tinw 
since' the Bill had been in Committee, and 
h,, took it tht>t tlic hon. g-entleman's obj0et 
in rising on that particular occasion should 
haYo been for th<> purpose of intimating why 
th' amendmout moved bv the leader <'f the 
Opposition should not L>e "passed. He merely 
.-.1icl that hon. members could not got thc' 
infornwtjou until the ~d~rond reading :;tRge·, 
a lthotl~~h he h<1d had an opportuuit.r of eay­
im; whethe1· the tatemc>nis macle in tho 
ConunittPe \vcre correct. and thus he could 
have dispo"cd of the time l\nt \Vas being 
spent in the discu, ~ion. The qth'stion had 
l;een ra isccl by other speakers as to the 
tJo!itir,-t1 ~ignificanct~ cf th(' n1casu1·e. He 
'""nted to say definitely that thie wa'\ part 
of the Govcrmncnt's policy and part of thG 
caucus policy. lt was iutcnded to penaliso 
men wbo hacl tried conscientiouslv to do 
their duty. Therp itS a threat isoiwd by a 
l:vlinister of the Crown a' to JlOW he would 
deal with those particular gTntlemen, as he 
callPd them. Surelv thev haJ not fon.rotten 
the long conespondcnce' that took pl<i:ee in 
the · Press bch..-een the Treasurer and a 
certain judg·c of the Supreme Court, when 
th'J hon. gentleman told the judges on tho 
bench that the Government would deal with 
them. and deal with them very effedivcly. 
This was thf' nwctsure in which it was pro­
posed to deal with them. He wished to say 
definitely, out;ide of au_v que,tion .. of the 
amendment, that he was opposed to the Bill. 

The CHAIR::\lAN: I hope tlw hon. mem­
ber will discuss the anwncln1ent. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: He wished to take 
the earliest opportunity of defeating the Bill, 
and this was one of the opportunities. If 
th2 Government were prC)Jal'ed to accept 
the amendment, it would take away some of 
the objections that had been raised. He 
wa,; oppo,,ed to interferiug with the judiciary 
at all. He wi,hed to support the amend· 
ment, because he contended that the Govern· 
ment were not justified in d0aling with such 
an important matter at that moment. They 
kne\v that thC' G-overn1nent were considerlng 
going to the country, and under thoso con~ 
ditions it Wds most unrea,cmablc that they 
should introduce rurh a nlca.:;urc. Fron1 a 
11olitical standpoint, the amendment, if 
carried. \YouM have the effect that the 
Attorn<>y·General drsired. Some cig·hteen 
months ago the Government consiclere·d the 
retirement of public. servants on reachi11g 
the age of sixty.five ,,ears, and within th" 
last few weeks they had thrown a number of 
men who were ftllly competent to do their 

Mr. T. R. Roberts.] 



820 J udycs' Retirement Bill. [ASSEMBLY.) Judyes' Retiremei<t Bill, 

work out. of employment "·ithout any con· 
sidcration. and they had to justify their 
action. Hence the introduction of the Bill. 
Under all the circumstanCL'', the Committee 
would be well advised in rejecting the 
:measure. 

Mr. COLJ"I:;'\g (Bow"!l.): He congratulated 
the Opposition on the claH-conscionsnneo they 
ha<l shown. It was the most class-consc:ious 
debate he had ever listened to in that Cha:n­
ber. The hon. member for Kurilpa said he 
wanted to know what >vas in view, and 
hinted about future appointments. Anyone 
who knew anything about the history of the 
Mother of Parliaments knew that in the pa•·t 
politicians as a rule had been appointed to 
the judiciary. Anyone who knc1v anything­
about the class-conscious hon. members oppo­
site would say that it would 'be just as well 
to become acquainted with past history in 
comwction "·ith the que,tion they were debat­
ing·. He wished to quote from " Queensland 
Politim During Sixty (1859-1919) Years," by 
Charles Arrowsmith Bornavs. Under i1he 
heading "The Passing of Povycr," the 
article 'states-

" It was in those days, and a good 
deal later, when Governments of the day 
held in their pockets certain boroughs 
which they could use at will for their 
own purpose". Bowen was the most 
remarkable insttJ.ncc. It literally belonge.cl 
to :Ylci!wraith, and when h<e wanted au 
Attorney-General he chose his lawyer 
from some Queen street eh ambers, and 
sent him to Bowcn with instructions to 
the electors to nw.k,, him a member of 
Parliament. Pope Coop('l', Chubb, and 
Rog<'r Boor were all Mci!wraith's 
norninecs. and all r0prcsented Bo,Yen." 

Mr. BEBBL'WTON: And now the judg-es arc 
to be the nominees of the Trades Hall. 

Mr. COLLI:;\JS: The hon. member for 
Kurilpa spoke about political appointments. 
Who was the Pope Cooper that was men­
tioned, and who was the Mr. Chubb that 
was appointed, who was one timo member for 
}3owen and one time Attornev-General? 
Now he sat upon the bench. He c'Ould easily 
understand C"lass-conscihu~ lhon. gentlmnon 
opposite putting up a fight for people who 
had, first of all, got into the politicCL! limf'­
light ·by reprec,enting a pocket borough, and 
afterward> had got into the Government as 
nominees of :VIcilwra it h. and then were 
placed on the bench to administer justice to 
the people of Queensland. 

1fr. KING: Exactly. 

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members opposite 
should not object to the Government .doing 
something si1nilar. So far as he kne,v, there 
was only one lawyer on the Government side 
of the House. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MniBER : \\'ho is he The 
Attorney-General? 

Mr. COLLINS : On every occasion when 
anything of a elass-c:onsc:iouS nature {Lffccting 
the clu'·S of hon. members opposite came 
before the Chamber. they immediately got 
Ujl and defended it, Hon. members opposite 
were not f'oncerncd about the retirement of 
a navv.' at sixty-five ~v0ars of age. An hon. 
member had made reference to the late Sir 
Samuel Griffith. He h<tppenecl to be a pupil 
<Jf Sir Samuel Griffith to some extent. (Op­
position laughter.) He remomberC'd the time 
when Sir Samuel Griffith wrote ''·wealth and 
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Want and the Equal Distribution of Wealth.' 7 

Not one hon. member opposite ha-d 1 eferred 
to that (1rticle, which !had appeared in the 
" Daily Mail " "hortly before his death. It 
was too radical for them. 

Mr. T. R. RoBERTS: The hon. member fo1· 
Toowoomba told us "'hat he thoug·ht of Sir 
Samuel Griffith. 

Mr. COLLINS: He was not going to 
belittle anv man because he had reached the 
ago of sey~~nty years, but \vhat was good for 
the worker was also good for the judges. 
The work could not be Yerv laborious, or th<l· 
judgrg would want to be 1:ctired bdoro tlwy 
r0ached the ago of seYenty years. 

::Vh. KJ!\G: You have missed the point 
a !together. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Ue had not. He con­
gratulated the hon. member for Logan fo1· 
looking after his class, and every membet· 
of that c!.1ss. If the working· class wore as 
dass-consciolFl as hon. n1ern her;; opposite who 
had spoken, there would not be ten of them 
in l'arliamcnt. He hoped the Attorney­
General \'\-as not going to accept thr: a.mend­
nH•nt. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Cui'! is): It was 
0xtraordinary that the Go\'crnment would 
1eot accept the amendment, which removed 
the most objectionable feature in the BilL 
The main object of the Bill was to retire 
the pres£'nt judges because they were over 
seventy years of age, awl the Opposition 
objected to that proposal, because of its 
repudiatory na.turc. They should not bring 
in legiolation, except in especial and unavoid· 
able cirenn1stanccs, of a retrospective nature; 
but th''Y had many Bills brought in by the 
Governn1cnt vthi-ch \V ere :rctroS:pecti ve in 
their application, and that legislation was 
doing incalculable harm to Queenslnnc\. 
They knew that the Land Ads Amendment 
Act, with its retrospective and repudiatory 
effects, did harm to Queensland. They knew 
tlw Government's attempted interference with 
the Brisb<tne Tramways Act also contained 
the same principle, and they had proved it 
again in connection with the Hegulation of 
Sugar Cane Pricf'" Act, and other measures. 
All such legislation undermined the whole· 
fa.bric of their existence. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Hear,_ hear J 

l\1r. FLETCHER : People in the old coun­
trv-the financiers of the world and those 
who had invested their money here-were 
wondering what the Government were going 
to do ne-xL The present judges were honour­
able ll1f'tl, and had given good service to­
the country. and they deserved better treat· 
mcnt in their old ago. A contract was madG 
"·ith them that they \\'Q_nld be there foF 
life, and, as they 1verc carrying out their 
duties in a _>,atisfactory manner and treating 
all classc·-. of lhe communitv with ther 
utmost fairness, and dealing with all 
cases with equity and justice, he was satis­
fied that t.he men who 11·ould re]1laoo them 
would not be able to do half so well o1· be as 
fair in their decisions as the J1resent judge;: 
lu1d bLen. Ii they were going to continue 
introducing such legislation, they would not 
know 1vhcre they were. The Govm~nment 
should <>coept the amendment if they were 
genuinely a.nxious and desirous of improving 
the ju1ici-ary, and they could deal with it 
in e .. more satisfactory manner in the future. 
It was not ns t.hough the judgments given 
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were nnc. ttisfactor_v. The judges had been 
n1ost fnir; but. lf anv 1nistakos have been 
r_:_ladc) th~re IY!?l'C ah~-ays higher courts to 
i1ppcnl L>. a.ncl fl1at rcmond any possibility 
of da.n o·er of inj n•· tice being done. The hon. 
memb· ,. fm BoY on missed the point alto­
gotbor, bccan ,. the Opposition were not 
introducing class-ccJnsciousness at all. It 
w.is a nutter of principle that they stood 
for. He hoped the Government would sho"' 
better judgment :md ac q1t the amendment, 
as it wonld 1ernoYe tloe mo·.t objectionable 
feature in the Bill. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:"<!ES (H'm·,•.·ick): He sup· 
pol'ted the amendment. The Opposition 
would lJo quite false to the principles which 
actuated them if they did not oppose the 
n1ea,ure. just a:; they had opposr-d si1nilar 
measures hnctoforc. 'l'lwv would be alien 
to the true spirit which gtiidcd them if thev 
did not strenuously oppose the Bill; not lbe 
Bill in toto, but if they did not try to so 
nnpro.-e it that, when the GoYernment wore 
making appointments to the bench in the 
future, th~ conditions which theY nm,· souo;ht 
to make rcLc,pccti.-c could be a1111licd. The 
hon. member for BmYen etressed the fact in 
the \\'l'ong direCtion. as J.1e thought the 
Oppooition ,yero oppos<•d to limiting the term 
of service. H did not matter whether t hev 
n~ade the tcrn1 fifty) sixty, or seventy yearS. 
It it y, as rmtde a l:mrgain a.t the timo and 
the judge or any other man read the' con­
ditions, it was all right, but the hon. member 
for Bow en did not deal with that aspect. 
~l'hcy had made <tn agreement with the 
JUdg-es, 'lnd tlwy should stick to it. Any­
oue holding honourable principles, who 
·dc•·Hecl that the honour of the State should 
be pre-erve·d, ,hould not a.grce> to a pro­
posal of such a rcpucliatory nature. If this 
were ,the only Bill of the kind introduced bv 
the <;iovc rnnwnt they might be disposed t~ 
rcmam silent: but. seeing that "11 through 
the chapter they had introduced similar 
legislation. if hon. members wPre truo to 
thcit· conYictions and their principles thev 
would just oppose every time, to the {ttmost 
-o.f their abilit:.· .. n_ny infringc:uenL of the 
nght of any mchndual. whether he be the 
J nd!.::e or v;L0thcr he beld u n1inor position 
in the State. If r.n agreement existed no 
nwt;0r if tlH y lost by it, the~.- ha.d a 1:ight 
to st ·nd to it. He saw the Attornc,·General 
<:onfe1· ~,\ ith ihc Prernicr, and he" 1vas sur~ 
pri~cd that he did not nccept the amendment. 
as 1t koked as if they were going to yield 
t) tho rriticl'm<;; n1ade by the Opposition. 
Thcr0 wo only one c·mrsc for the Opposi­
tion to adopt, and that was to OJ1[10Se all 
sueh :m", asnrcs. \· h;ch had been too frequent 
jn connection with t.he adn1inistra.tion of 
Qne~nJand b,· the pr~oent CoYcrmnent. 

Mr. HATITLEY (P;' :ray): The attitude of 
hon. 1lH":lLer. opposite was s(!Dlev;hat sur­
pri~ing·, 2~. ·while th('-"- sat in silence ·when 
1-YOI"kir:'~ TY 1(ll '' ert> retired at a certain ag-e 
they askPd for spl•t>ial priyjlcgC's for thre:~ 
IY1cn who hat1 band cl thcnlseh-cs too·ether 
in tht·lr ~ 1ugne,.s on a afe dass-con~ciou:3 
hewh. The only deduction that could be 
dra,yn frmn ~he del_~tc 'vas that hon. Inem­
hers OPJ}ositc "·ere afraid that three pecu-
1Inr1~-- .1ttcd 1ncn '\\ere go1ng to L)(~ \Yithdra,vn, 

, and they and the class they 
[4.30 p.m.] represented would lose their ser-

Yiccs. There could be really no 
genuine pl<'a put up against the retirement 
of these judges. They had lived their lives 
and they had giyen good service to th~ 
State; but everybody knew that the faculties 

and phyoical abilitie' of men deteriorated 
v.'ith ugc-moro Yvith son1e, of course, than 
"·ith othere. \Yhcn men occupied a respon­
sible position, such as they did on the 
Suprem,, Court bench, they must he most 
vigorous and most alert mentally, as well as 
cxperioncL'd in law. Bnt. no matter how 
thoroughly qualified a n1an rnight be at a 
cr'rtain agt~, when physical and mental 
de terioratinn set in, his continuance in offico 
was dangeron:::. If thP amend1nent wero 
a.ccepted. no power could he exerciso·d to 
rL'lTlOYe thosl' judges in two, three, four, or 
five years. 

Mr. KIXG: Thev could be remo.-ed on 
petition by both H~Jtlscs of Parliament. 

Mr. HARTLEY: ProYided thev were uot 
of good condn:·t. It did not mat"ter if they 
stayed at homo and slept fonrtL'Cn clays oLlt 
of fifteen, when they ought to have been 
working; llrovid.:d th(',Y wr>re of good con­
duct, the~· could not be r<•nwvod. That 
wou\,1 be the ofiect of the ameudnwnt if it 
were accepted. They had had in the past 
history of thf' State men on the bench who 
'•houlcl have been re1noved. and it v. as an 
injustice to the clients app-'aring before them 
and to the llJCll who \\"L'l'e being tried that 
they should be 011 the be11ch trying thoso 
cases. 'rhev had had nten ·who wont to 
Fleep on the ~bc·nch, and in son1e instances, in 
the Xorthern distriou, th,·~' had on the 
bench men who ''<'NC so old and so irritable 
that they lost sight of the high duties they 
had to perform as judgec on the bench and 
they hurried their cases through so that thc:v 
could catch the boat South. It did not 
matter to them whctlwr the liberty or even 
the life of tlw iudiYidual '"as at stake, the 
c:tsc was hurried through to enable them to 
f(Pt away in tim2 to catch the boat South. 
Ko argnrnent ·wns pnt up by hon. members 
opposite in support of the amendment, unless 
they took np the stand that the .judges who 
had pas~ed the age lin1it ·wore peculiarly and 
epecially fitted to safeguard their interests 
c.s against the interests of the State, or that 
therC' "·as a political rpason why they should 
not be retired. He had no hesitation in 
oppo.'::i11g the a1ncndn1ent. 

Mr. l'ETHIE (Too!lllml): 'l'hc passing of 
1 he men sure as introduced would he a 
brr·a('h of t.h(• Const-itution .and, as had been 
1)ointed (ut, a1so a breach of coutract. Tht~ 
nn1enllnH .. 'nt had not boen rno\·0d because the 
Oppositiou \Yore adYoca.ting the claims of 
three particular jntlges, but those n1en. 
althoug-h tb-:--y \\ Pre ove-r se-.; en( years of 
age, \Yerc n:t'll of ability and had not giYen 
Lny iudic1tion of senile decay or anything 
of that sr;n: and 'Yhy should they be 
J'Cn1oved? The' (~ oYcnuncnt had been re­
sponsible for rqmdiation, not only in that 
rnrasnr,: but in ron~f),etion with the Land 
~<\cts Am.0udn1rnt _\.et~- an(l n1~-o in connPction 

ith the Drisba11e tran1,~ ays. Another reatlon 
\vhy he f-HDponcd the ari1encln1eut Y,'as that 
,,•rious legiolation such as that ··hould not he 
intruduced b~· the GoYernnlont jn their llre­
::-;c.·nt ro:-:1tiou. After a}l. it '\Vas just as well 
to ha Yf' a ft''" old n1cn to guide the younger 
ones. Younger and vc;·y brilliant men might 
be put in their place·, but, il( spite of what 
the hon. 11101nber for Fitzrov ~aj cl. the Go­
Vl'rnment would ha,-e their· partisans when 
they made the new appointments after the 
retlrmncnt of the present jndgcs. As he had 
pointed out before during tho present so,,eion, 
hE' did not think the Goyernmcnt, \vhen they 
hacl only a majo1·ity of one in the 1Iouse, 

!if r. Petrie. J 
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and tvith a vcr:: large 1ninority of votes in the 
country, had any right to introduce legisla­
tion of that kind. The proper course and 
the honoura Lie course would ho to get 
through the E:· i imatr·, as quickly as possible 
and then appeal to the country. If the 
Government were honourable. they would do 
that and not attcrnpt through spite to intro­
duce k;islatiorJ to deal with gentlemen who 
have orcuplecl a po-ition on the bcnrh for 
years, and who harl no black marks against 
thnm. Tbot thrc1t had bc,,n held oYer the 
judgL'S for ~on1e conf'id0rablc ti1ne, in tho 
same lYav that a threat had been held ovu· 
the c 'her. C'hamber wh, n they threw out legis­
b,tion \\hi eh thL v con ,,iJcred 1, ns not for the 
benefit of the· country. He hoped the 
Attorney-General vcould reconsider the matter 
and accept the amc·ndl!wnt. 

).Ir. :'\OTT (St[fn/e.u): It 'vas clesirable that 
tho judge· .hcmlcl not bP interfered with­
politically or otherwise. Not only should 
the juclgc who administered the law be 
absolutely abO'• c reproach. but the law 
go;-erning the appointment of judges should 
also be abtwe reproach. and it was very 
undc·,irable that a Bill should b,• introduced 
to remove s0me of the existing judges who 
had bnen doin~ particularly good \YOrk for 
a nu1nbcr of year.s. If legislation of t11at 
sort WU',_, to lJL) brought iu, the safety of 
justicQ '..,ould be j copardised, which was very 
undesimbiP. He hoped the 2\linistcr would 
accept the :unondtnent because it \Yas put 
forwarcl by a body whic·h rcpn•scntrd a 
majorit:; of the• pQople of the State. while 
the Dill was being put forward b:c a Go,·ern­
Inc ~1t \Yh1ch rcpl'C:.:.t'nted a 1ninority of the 
electors of th·• Ste.te. If the GoYcrnment 
were so anxious to rcn1oYe the thrrp. judges 
in quc.;tion, it n1u.st be becan:'3o thcv \YerG 
Yery anxious. before the:;' lost control' of the 
Adnrinistrntiun, to appoint. h·tnperan1cntally 
fitted colkagnes to those position.,. The l10n. 
member for Bovvcn hac! something to say 
about class-conseiouRncss. The hon. n1cn1bcr 
seemed to h·lor,v in cla~s-con::-;cionsnc:::.-., but 
zuosl hon. lTIClDbC>rs \\'ould sav that it was 
Yery undesirable to encourage~ C. la~ l-ronscious­
ncss in a country where all ought to be 
workmg together for the dev-elopment of the 
State. 'l'hrn. the hon. member for Fitzrov 
asked: Why should special cousideration be 
meted out to the t.l:!reP judgPs concerned? 
Ho .did no~ kr.mv- that that side were asking 
for any special consideration to be shown 
to these judges. The Government should not 
go out of their way to get rid of men who 
had been doing their work in a vcrv conscien­
tious and effective n1ann0r. TheY' v1cre onlv 
asking that the agTC'cn1cnt t'ntcrc~l into 'vhe;1 
the judges wen"' appointed should be carried 
out to i(s letter. 

:iYir. HARTLEY: That is '~"hat we arc doing 
under this Bill. 

Mr. :..;OTT: The Dill should not apply to 
those three gentlC'nwn. 

Mr. KERR (Kwuurru): He ro e to sup­
port the anwnclmcnt. One point hP thought 
had been overlooked in regard to the action 
of the Government in initiating this Bill­
that, for some rr as0n bic·h had not been 
explained~ the:v had discrin1inated between 
ono section of jndc_~-,·-:; and anothrr fiCction. 
They knell the Art would be apnlic" Lie onlv 
to the tlu'C'f' Southern judgt:'s of tiE' Suprerne 
Court. 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: YVho told you 
that? 

[J£ r. Pttrie. 

Mr. KERH: Thoro was no mention of the 
Land Court. 

The ATTOn:>:EY··GDiER\L: The Act will apply 
to all judges. 

~Ir. KEHR: Would it be applicable to 
n1en1bcrs cf tho Land Court'? The hon. 
gcnttc1nnn did not answer that, so they 111ust 
cr)ncludc there \\'as di~crirnination. VVhen 
di:.:;eriniination \\as sho\Yn, they had to look 
for a rea -~Jn for it. Already in the 1nain 
streets of the city they had heard who the 
nc\Y judges "c.'l'C going to be. (Government 
h-tughtcr.) It \Yas known throughout Queens­
land thnt, if the Go·,cnuncnt got into recess~ 
it ·would br~ for only a short period, when­
action \rould be taken ancl tl1ey would then 
be on the Opposition side of the Ilonse. 

Mr. II.\RTLEY: Don't be whistli.:g to ke.:p 
your rourage up. 

:Ylr. EERR: Taking that into conside1·a· 
tion ancl the dciiberate statement of the 
Ad,;mcv,Goneral that the _\et was going to 
ror~10 in'to force in1Inediatcl \- and tho services 
of throe Sonth01·n judgc:1 \vere going to bo 
{HS11lnsed v.-ith at Ol1Cl\ the a•,':iunlption was 
that direct action was going to be taken to 
plnec parti ans. perhaps, in the position of 
judge, of the Supreme Court. It seemed a 
most cxtrnordinarv thing that the Covcrn­
rnent, who "\vore ~ont there to 1nake enact­
LH:nts to n1cct the requi1·erncnts of the 
country. should. in a yery short Bill, intro­
duce a taillt that ought not to be there. 
The Bill contained a repudiation c1au3e 
which could easilv have br;cn done without. 
It dr;alt ·•·ith onlv tlrnc judg·"s of the 
Suprctnf• Court. Su~rc]~, there was son1ething 
behind it "·hen they could not let stand a 
f'ontra('c c•nt0rc·d int.o nnder ]Pgisia.tion that 
had b(•cn passc·c1 by prcvioui' Parlit.rnents~ 
IF that contract c•...:iPted to-dav. ::.uruly it was 
r~·a~onabJc to ask that the Oi1positio; should 
H~'~ that 110 word of ropudiation was allowed 
tu rrcep into tlw Act. A point worthy of 
f'On~idQrution \\'HS t}Jat relating- to t.he trust 
e~,tat'-~· vvhich 1YC'ro boing adn1ini, to;:·cd by­
those judge·~. If those cotates vYcre handed 
O\"Cr to the control of an:vonc cl~" at the pre­
sent time, a rhaotic ~tate of affairs \.Yould 
immcdiatelv follow. It would have been R 
different thing hac! their administration b·J~n 
handed oYer to these judgh only a couple of 
months ago. They had been handling them 
for a number of years. He could not under­
stand the reason· for dispensing immediately 
,·cith 1he adminisb·ators of those estate<. 

The Attorncv-General, bv inference, had 
said that he ,;·ould accept. a provi.-ion for 
giving· I1irrc 1nonths' notice, a~ had been t-ho 
rase in ::-.Jrw South \Vales. That did not get 
ov-er tlw difficult,-. It might. to a certain 
f'---tC'IJt. m0ct the ~ituation in regard to 
administration, but it did not grt oyer tho.· 
peculiar legislation wLich had been forced 
on Ouppnsln nd fr0n1 titllc to ti1nc. f-Ie 
l'(·gnhPd that such a thing was bC'·:>oming ;.o 
j)l'C\'alcllt. 

Anothrr Ycry outstanding point "\Y~L3 the 
atroclons attitude taken up b~· tho Govern­
Inent in rP!:,ran·l to the rrtirr•mcnt of n10n '\vho 
had rcac 1 1~d the age of sixty or sixty-flv-o 
yt;ars. It was not a np,,- principle in this. 
Bill. Bc,'ausc the Go,·ernmcnt had got the'!­
:-:elves into finanrl~t chaos, they wore dispens­
ing v1ith the f:t'l'Yircs of those 111P11 1vho had 
rc1rhcd the ap;c of sixty or sixty-ftve year,. 
The principle of con.sicl~ring that a man was 
of no ll"C to .his countrv when he roached 
the age of sixty or sixty'-fiyc years was now-
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being· cxtemled to iuclucle the judg~s. Ho 
hoped t!1e Attorney~Gencral \Yould give 
rnature consideration to all the circutnstan,....0S, 
more npecially when he had not considered 
the Land Court., whose members also had 
great rL..;ponsibilities. 

The l'RI'1IIER: Do YOU "ant it cpplied to 
them? ' 

Mr. KERR: He had not said so. It was a 
mo.ttcr parcly for the Govermnent to say 
what they were going to do. 

The Prm~llER : Do you \Yant us to apply it 
trJ theJn? 

1\lr. 1\:I~HH: r:i'hc hon. gentlc-n1au was not 
going to t•·ll him what he was to s:,y. If 
he could Sl~C a11 al'f:umcnt for doing a·way 
\'vith rc;puLliatiOil he \votdd nso it. I-lc trusted 
th0 -\ttrl'lH'\-=Uenrra] \\'Otlld withdraiY tlw 
Dill. . 

The PREI\llEE: The leader of the Opposi­
tion and other Opvc,ition mcmbc;rs who had 
spoken scmn c1 to be aggrieved because they 
thought the Dill cli•crirninatocl. Hon. mem­
bers of the J\'ationali·.t party particularl,v 
l<0pt harping on the fact that the Bill 
appli<•d only to tlw Southern judges. If, in 
pffcct. the Act \voulcl apply only to members 
of the Snpromc Court be1vh domiciled in 
Southern Queensland) it was be, ~use it was 
tho.Je judges \Yho were oyer the age lin1it 
fixed by the Bill, c'nd not from any desire 
t0 discrin1inatc a:~·alnst tho South in fayou1· 
of the CclltrP or the North. The hon. gentle­
J1l,,n, who apparcDtly sa\Y discrimination in 
the Bill, himself had discriminated in his 
amendment. He apparently would throw to 
the wolves the judges of the District Court in 
fa \"Our of the jndgcs of the Supremo Court. 

~Mr. VOWLES: Oh, no; I haYe anotlwr 
an1endnH'nt \Yhen "''~e co1nc down to that. 

The PRE~,IIER: That is rather too thin. 

.i\Ir. VoWLES: As a mntter of fact, I 
handed it to the Chairman. and he gave it 
back to me. 

The PREliiiE:R : This was the motion­
,, To amend the Constitution of Queensland 
by fixing- an ago limit for the retirement of 
judges of the Supreme Court." The hon. 
member had moved the insertion of the words 
u to bo lJGrc-aftc-r appoint{'cl." after which 
thf· motion \vent on-

"and to fix an ::~ge lin1it for the retin"'­
ment of, other judg0s, awl for other 
purposes. 

The hon. n1mnber 1nadc no n f,"rcnce ·what­
ever to the Di,trict Comt judges. He would 
acc0pt tlH' hnn. n1cn1ber's a~~nrancp that ho 
intrndt1d to n1oYe a. sub:-;cqucnt arnendtncnt 
11pplying to judge of the District Court. · 

1\lr. ELI .. HH\STO:;;E: The infcrencB is obYious. 

The PREMIER : He hacl no desire to 
misrepresent the hon. member for Dalby. 

Mr. VoWLE8: How could I move it before? 
I haYc to wait till the proper stage, accord­
ing to the Standin~· Orders. 

T~,e PRE::\;IIER : Tl1e hon. member could 
have indicated it. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Vh)' don't you "~ithdraw 
th" insinuation after 1ny explanation? 

The PRE;\1IER: Now that the hon. m0m­
bsr took up that attitude, he had no lKsita­
tion 111 charging l1in1 ·with a dc·-;ire to 
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cliscriini:natc. I--Iacl the hon. ll18lllbel* fer 
;\1ertlwr not been in consultation with ih" 
hon. 1;1ei11bcr b•_ foro he n1oYcd the antend­
n1ent '? 

;;11·. VOIYLES : He has uot. 
The PREMIER: Then the hon. memb·er 

for 1-Ierthvr \Vas prepared to t~iscrhninate. 
Tho hon. ~ n1embcr for i\Ierthyr :made uc 
mention of the fact that it. did not apply to 
the District• Court judg•. -.. The~ ho~1. 111C1Ub· r 
for }1crthyr took up the attitudo that thi·c 
Bill was rcpucliatory--this so-called repudia· 
tion v;·hich hon. nicn1bcr:3 oppo: it..J hnse on 
rhe 1JraiH·--but. wa·J prepare "l to repudiare 
the District Court jtdg2s. The hen. m~ m be;· 
had not consulted the leader of the Opposi-
1 ion. .I I on. n1mnbcrs oppo::-itc \Vrre prt'p~u·ed 
ro repudiate 1-hC' District. Conrt judg(~.'J. 

:\Jr. Yowu:s: i'\ot at all. 

:dr. :\L\CGREGOR: \Ve can handle this better 
011 the ~(~cund rc•adint;·. 

Tlw PREMIER: 'The hon. mc•mbcr for 
:IIerth)'l' sot him elf up as the champion of 
the Supreme Court judges in this mawcr~ 
and took up the attitude t1t~t repudiation, 
or anything inYoh-ing the taking av1as ~A 
tho rigl1t~ of Supren:w Court judge~ .. sh(;uld 
not be tolerated in that ChauliJcr. \VIwn the 
hon. n1cmhcr •,,as l'C'lnindcd that n. Tory Go~ 
vernmc11t in i'\ew South ~\Yales had donQ 
~omcthing· similar to thi'l-tliD;t the~,: haq 
introduce-d an age lin1it as applyn1g to JUdges 
-his dcfrnr"' of tb0 Tory GovprnnH~nt in 
:\c'v Sonth \Vale; wa~ that the judges there 
hnd been giYen ninP month ' notice of their 
retirement. He had a keel the hon. m<;mber 
a straight qnf'~tion a::- to whe1:hPr h0 ."'o.uld 
agr~c to thi;; Hill 1£ tht:•_v proyuJPd a ~undar 
nottce. 

:;\Ir. }lACGRE,~OR: ... -\ntl yon ~·ot a 2trai ght 

The PR E~IlER: ,\ncl the hon·. n;c 
said thai he would not agree trJ i'­
proposal tYas the RtHnP in prin<'iplc .a~ the 
::'\<'W South \Vales proposal. 

::VIr. }L\l'GREGOR: I ohjPct to the ;.,;,." Suurh 
\Ynlcs repudiation just tl1e ~arue. 

Th<' PRENl:LEH: That raised a straio;ht­
out issue. Ile ·was not con1plaining- o{ the 
hon. member's attitude. The hon. member 

~took up the attitude that the Government, 
in doinp; this. wen' doing somcthmg whJCh 
,yag rC'pudiation. and \\ crc car:le~s of _C'crta:~n 
incliYi·dnab' riC~·hts: bnt a )iatwna!I,.c Go­
Yf'rnrncnt in Nc"\-Y Sonth \Vale-, introc1ucu1 
]eg:isJation inYolving t~1e f.:Hno princip~e. 
An hon. 1l1Plnl'wr had IntL'l'Jf'rtcd fro..>nl ~he 
front Oppo~ltion hcnch thnt the ~ntrodncnon 
of this Jlill "~onld furtlt'"' dPJn·ecwt Qne<'ll' 
laBel's credit. 

nPPOSITIOX :\1E~IBET!S: II P'11', hear ! 

Th' PREMIER: As tltP Act pas~,,,d in 
:\~ w South \\'"ales in...-oh-, d tl1c same pnn­
~·iple as this Bill, then that Act al·o im·olnd 
repudiation. 

:0.-Ir. Vo\VI.E3: Qnlte pof;sib1y it doe". 

The PRRJ\1IER : The Minister in ckn~:::o 
nf ilw Bill had indicated that the reasons 
fot' tbe ini roduction of the mcasnrc would 
b., .Qjycn at the proper stagc~·-o:r::t th~ ~.ccond 
1'( n~fin!! <HHt Jater. iu Con11nirtee. J-Ic wDnld 
point ont to hon. n1on1hers opposite \Yho h~.d 
lw; 11 fuhni11a ting ag8 i nst tlH' Goyernn1Qllt 1n 
ir>troducin!.r this Bill that th0 an1Pnd1nent 
tlleY were ·~upportlng llHldP a discrin1ina~ion 
in ·fayour of Di~trict Court judsc~:. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.} 
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Mr. VOvVLES: l'erhaps it was just as 
,,;JJ to cl<ar up th, matter at onr '. The 
Chairman ·would acln1it ihut, \Yhcn he handed 
in his amend::JCnt, the amendment "·hich he 
now held in his hand was attached to it. 
: nd the Chairm.•n handed it bad' to hinl. 
It \\'tiS an aincndn1ent to be rnade on a sul1sc­
qnent line of the motion, and could nQJ be 
L.oved yet. He hac! moycrl as much as lw 
could a( Jhe time. and the amendment h<' 
intended to mon; subsequently w-,s for the' 
addJbon, after the v .. ·ord "judge~ n on line 
4. of the words " ta be horeaft<>r a ppoinb•cl. ,. 
That was n l'C'ply to the :Prcn1ier. 

~.Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS (J'itts1corili): He 
supported the amendment of the leader of 
the Opposition becau: o he believed that the 
Governn1ent were de si rou..: at all tin1eA of 
doing what they posibly could to cact a slur 
upon 111u1 who had p;iYcn hoLonrablc s0n·icc 
to the State for a gTcat many years. IIc· 
did not know why it ehoulc! be arguPd that 
because a man had reached the age of sixtY­
five or seYenh- he V. "S either mental\v or 
phv~ically war·~-~ than a n1an of fifty-fi~e or 
sixty. lie supposed th"_t some men v;ould 
arp1c that a mnn be-_,une le's alert when he 
r('n.ch( d scYeut;: :'(fUR of age. 

:\Ir. POLLOCR: 1\o, his li'.'cr become" more 
sluggish. 

Yrr_ J. H. C. HOBERTS: Thcv \vould fiml 
that the men at Hw lH ad of eomc of the 
banking and comnwrcial undertakings in the 
State \YE'l'C frotn sixty-five to r·event~v year~ 
of age. He felt that the dc,irc for the intro­
duction of the Bill was, fir,;t of all, to get 
rid of three men who had reached the av.e 
of seycnt.r; scronclly, it was 1nadc ro-trosp0C­
tivo. He had alwa:, s be.en up against the 
idea of retrospccti'.'ih-. The" had seen ho\Y 
dangcr{)us that prinCiple wa's in connection 
with Arbitration Court awards, which h:-d 
been made rctrospertive for four, five, or 
six months, ,,-ith the result that m,;ny p- ople 
found great diflicalty in tHceting the aware],, 

. Mr. PoLLOCK: The {)]J!y thinr-; the Opposi­
):lOn objected (o wao a rctrospecti.-e increase 
in salary. 

Mr. J. I-I. C. RODER'TS: He ,..-as against 
retrospf8tiv-ity at nll tinws. 

The PRE:\IIER: This will h:1ve an innm•;li­
ntL· and not a. rc:trosprl tiYc npp!ication. 

:\Ir_ J. H. C. ROBEUT'=i: The prc-c·llt 
c:1~ ·f Justic,J WRS rarr~7 i1w· ont his dutv with 
credit. to ~-he Stqto, aiH1 <~10 o1w could d<>n--.­
that he \Yas e-qual in brain poY· ~·r to .an~~ 
rna;1 of fifty or sixty ye-ars of ag-e. :l\o one 
<·ou'-d say that llo hart given dcc1Rions aga)n~t 
the c•vidcncc placed before him. They kill"'' 
that a fL•w years ago this Govrrnrr1eut, .al~ 
though the:.- know that the Chid Ju"tie' lwcl 

donnant Cun1mjs~ion to act -as Llcutl'nant­
G<n-ernor, saw fit, clclilY~ratel.-~ to pass over 
hin1 und appojnt one of their prntisana .a·­
LicuteiJ;\nt-GoYcrnGr. lie did not think 3t 
,,-a, right h appl;, the prop{)ea1s in the Bill 
t:) the rn,_·8ent occupants cf the Supn'lll0 
Con1 t brnch unlc•'<:i it con1d be shown that 
thr,~,- IYCl'~ not carrying out their v·ork 111'0-

pel'!:-. He hacl heard some l·on. member' 
tall: about youth Loing· requisite for SuprenH' 

Comt judg-es. He thought that 
[7 p.m.] they .shoul.(l not only have youth 

but ':ound coinn1on sensC' and a 
kno .. lcdg,• of the law. The hon. member 
for Bowen ,,,as ycr;y careful to point out 
that in ~days gone b.v the present Chief Justice 
representBd Bo,v-en. The Bmven clectoratu 

[.i!1r. Vowles. 

ought to have felt honoured by being repre­
-.entecl b~· a man of his calib1·e, and the hon. 
member for Bowen e"rtainlv should han> 
no grudge against the preserit Chief Justice 
because at one time he represented that elec­
tcrat8, which lator on was represented by a 
man like the present member. (Opposition 
lau~hter.) The lron. member stated that 
political appointments'' ere made, and wished 
hon. members to infer that that thev were 
made only wlwn Gm-enrmenb from th~ oppo­
sjte side of the Hon.'3P Wf'rc ~itting on tho 
Go,-crnment benches. 

:\h. COLLIXS: Heal'. hear! 

Mr. J. H. C. UOBERTS: He \voul·d like 
to ask whether l\lr. Hardnrrc's appointment 
y-as polii.icnl or not • \Yas he appointed 
hec .. u•e he ,,-as out·ide of p~rty politics 
altogether? Even J\-1r. Lennon \vas a member 
oi the Labour party. Of course. nobody 
would sa.v that his "ppointment was a poli­
rictl appointmnnt! HiQ·ht through their 
hiskrv thev would finrl that political ap­
point,;rent,, ·of that l<ind Yv-cre often made 
b~-' n1em bers on the other si de of the House, 
and it was mcst unfair to say that. because 
the Opposition opposed the Bill, they 
intended later on to make political appoint­
ments. (Gov-ernment laughter.) What they 
did say was-and it was emphatically borne 
out by the Prmnier's ron1arks, when he sug~ 
ge,ted that the leader of the Opposition 
dealt onh- with the Supreme Court-that the 
individnel members of the Country party 
\YOre there to support all sertions of the 
eommunitv. He lwlieved that the hon. mem· 
br. for ToowoornLa was anxious to become 
a barri,ter, and, perhaps, after becoming a 
barristei'. he \Yas anxious to bk'COme a 
Supreme Comt judge. (Opposition -laug-hter.) 
l'rl'haps hon. members on the other srde agreed 
with that proposal. He honestly believed, 
,,-ithont v-ishing to flatter Mr. Justice 
1\IcCawle"-, that the hon. member for Too, 
\Yoomba was quite capable of holding the 
position under the circumstances. Surely, 
in such a. thing as that they must have 
Youth: rhc,· mu. t haYP ability! It was a 
i·ccog·ni-od 'axiom in all walk; of life, that 
an old head \YELS ahva.vs necessary ii? order 
tc> steady the young fellows, and. rf they 
\YNC going- to turn the judges off th" bcnch 
bcc:msc they Sflid the,: h~d pa sed their 
ltsefuJness, he \Yantcd thr•1n to prove that 

ato<ncnt. 
OPPOSITION lvlEJ!BERS: Hear, hear! 

IIJr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: He "-antcd them 
to proYc that a n1an li~;;:c Sir Pope Cooper 
\Vas any y;·cHker in brain po,yer than he was 
ten years ago. They bclie.-erl that the Bill 
1r _s introd11C'Cd to (-'na ble men1.bors on the 
opposite· side of the I-ion·e, just before theY 
Yd_Ht out of office, to n1ako appointments to 
the Supreme Court bench which might be 
ecmsid~red political appointments, and they 
\Yore _iu,tificcl in doing all they possibly 
ccnlcl to oppose the pa,·-~ng of the Bill. He 
would. not objl:-'ct in an~- ~hape or lorm to an 
ng'(_' lin1it being; tppliC'd to 1nen: but, whcu 
l1il'll <trccp'-:,d po~ition~ on the SupreHH-'. 

Cc urt bench or District Court bench, they 
ga vc up the '"hole of their timo to carrying 
out their dntic's. Many of them. probably, 
had given up ,·cry good legal pra~tices in 
order to hkc up duties that they believed 
would he of son-ice to the State. l\1anv. 
HO doubt. were achw.tcd bv unselfish motive-s. 
He had v-ery much pleasm~ in supporting 
the amendment. 
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Qnc -tion-That tho "'ords propo,ed to be 
in~,:_.l'tcJ (Jlr. Fo1clcs'R unu,nd<,lCJ:t) Le so 
in::erted-J!Ut; nnd the Con~mittee divided:-

illr. App€1 
Ba.rnrs, 0. T'. 

. , Barnes, \Y. H. 
., Bebhington 
., Bell 
~~ Brand 

Cattcrmuil 
,, Ola.vtou 
,, CorScr 

Oostello 
, Deacon 
~· Ed\varcls 
, Elphinstone 
., FL,trhrr 
,, Fry 

Greeu 
-Joncs 

AYEs, 34, 
I\1r. Kerr 

King 
, Logan 

~I,,- f ~Tegv 

J\Iaxwdl 
jfoorc 
3forgan 
Nott 
Pt,trie 
Hohert~ .r 
Hol;orts 'l' 
t;iZC'l' ' ~ . 

~wayni1:1 
.. Taylor 

\' 0':,1Ylt'~ 
.. Walker 

\\"a !Ten 

H. C. 
H. 

Teller<::: J'! r. Brand nrrd ;ITr. Fleh • r. 

NoEs. 33. 
Mr. Bn.rber 

,, Bertram 
Brennan 
BuJcock 
Call ins 
Conrov 
Coopei·, F. _\. 
Coync 
Drtsh 
Dunstan 
Ferrick:-; 
Fihelly 
Fo!ey 
Forde 
Gildav 
G-illi.-q 
G!edson 

Th!r. Harth-,-· 
Huxhain 
Land 
Larcmnbc 
::rccornu ,k 

.. }fullan 

.. Pny1ll' 
T't';~SP 
Tiiord11n 

.. Smith 

.. f-;topford 
Tlwodore 
tfPir 

.. 'Yellinghm 
\Y.ilson 
'Vinstunh•y 

Tellt~'.'l: ~Jr. Fo1clf' nnd ){r. "~f'ir. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The CHAIRMAN: "Av~"·" 34. ":\oc.;.'' 
33. The question is rcsol~·cd in the affirmn­
tiw. (Opposition che01·s.) 

Mr. FHY: Rcsiv,n ! 

The ·r;IL\TRMAN: Tlw quPotion now is--
1That th~ l'Psolution, as [(ll1ClHlt~d, L-0 [(p,'rPocl 
to. 

Mr. VO\YLES: lie dcsit-ccl to movr', 
a-3- a. con:~ quential runendruent, thP in.s-ertio11 
-on line 4. after the ·word "judgefZ~" 
of the words ''to l.Jo hereafter appoiutcd." 
He had intimater! at an earlier stage in 
the proceedinv,s that, whcu h· moved thP 
a1nendn1P11t t ·bich hdl just been agreed 
to, he h 1 :l handed in the Chairman the 
.t.unendnwnt h-: ,..,-,, now nlo,~ing, aud that he 
1·YC.s goin/;· to ll'OYC that anlr-wlnwnt when tlw 
tiu1e arriYc::l. Ilo ·\·:ou11 haYn 1Jc,m di~·Un::t1Y 
out of onlrr had 1: ~ atb:'mn<-r.:d to 1novp thC. 
<tmondmcnt at that eta:',O, lmt he fore, 
sharlo';cotl it when ho Landed it to tlw f'l1air­
n1an, \;ho hacl t'l1H1('d it back. 'Tlw r0f~r-e­
tions. t1L Pn micr hncl -ca~t u~)Oll hin1 and 
other hon. Hlf'mlJpr~ oppo -itc wprc a1togethPr 
UIH (t]Jcd for. and w0re vPrv far frmn the 
fact. Tho PrcmiL·r shonld -11ot- lutve mado 
those T0111Gl"k:>. n1or0 partien1n1'h· wh{'n ht' 
(Mr. Vo'';]r ,) had infornwd bim that hP harl 
hand{'d the anicndmcnt to t]H• C}'J.inn~ul. 
1""1he Pl'emicr should have ac,~,"'.pted his word. 
Thr: hon. r:.(ntl£HlHlJ thollo:ht lle ,,-as r·oino· to 
mak~ r, iittlc bit of politir· l,ClJlit;,l.blmt ::·• 
was umJl "·hen anymw attempted that sort 
of thing. he had Iallrn in. 

l\lr. T. R. ROBERTS (F<!':f Too1cnnmlw): 
I-In wn J so·nc-whu.t surprii"cd t~1at the Go,~el'll~ 
'n1ent propoBcd to go on at that ~.tJgc. as it 
was apparent that the rnilin fecture of the 
Bill had r•ccn defeated. Gndcr the circum­
stances, he assumed that th+' Gon•rnmcnt 
would, at any rate, consider their po,ition. 

rrhr'v h:::..J. Lcrn engagNl Pincc ha1f-pa~t 3 
o'clock in discussing- thP propoocd adoption 
of the amendment. The leader of the 
Country party -had moved u further amend­
ment, but he thou":ht at that stag-e they 
rortrrinlv shonlLl have an announccn1ent fronl 
thP leader of the Gorernment . 

lvir. MORGXN (Jlurilla): In Committee 
they had ag-reed th~t the Bill could not bo 
made retrospectiye so far as the S'uprome 
Court judges were concerned, and, in order 
to be consistent, the Opposition thought it 
only right that the Bill should not be made 
rctrospcctiYe so far as the District Court 
ju-clg·r"• were concerned. That required an 
:uncndn1c-nt, and that a1nendn1ent was n1oved 
by the leader of the Opposition, as fore­
shadowed in his speech on the original 
motion. The an1endn1ent now moved was 
consequential on the amendment just carried. 
II the present amendment were uot agreed 
to, it >nmld be treating the District Court 
judgt·~ diffcrcni"ly frou1 the Supreme Court 
judges. 

Question-Th"t the >Yords proposed to bo 
inserted (Jir. l'owlcs's amendment) be so 
inerted,-put; and the Committee didded:-

AYES, 34. 
lVIr. Appel 

Bnrnes, G. P. 
Barncs, W. H. 
Bebbington 
Bell 
Brand 
Cattermull 
Clayton 

., Corser 

.. Costcllo 

.. Deacon 
Edv.·ards 

, }1Jlphinstone 
,. Fk4 rhC'r 
, Fry 
., GT{'PU 

,Tones 

Mr. Kcrr 
Ring 
Loga.n 
\f aco-ren·or 
i\i:ax~vell 
3-foore 

, l\forgan 
Kott 
Petrie 

, Holwrts, ,T. IL 0. 
,. HolJC'rts, T. U . 
" Sizer 

Hwavne 
.. Tayfor 

Yowlrs 
Walk·.r 

Telle;·s: }1r. Kerr 
,, 'Yarn'll 

nntl Mr. Sizer. 

NoEs, 31-. 
1\Ir. Barber 

, Bertram 
n Brcnnan 
, Bulcock 
, Oollins 
, Conroy 
,, Cooper, F. A. 
,, Coyue 
,, Dash 
,, Dunstan 

Ferricl<::s 
Fihel!y 

, Foley 
., Fordo 
;, Gi1day 
, Gillies 
, Gledson 

~fr. Hllrtley 
Huxham 

,. Land 
, L~,rconbc 

].foCormurk 
Mullan 

., Pa.yn!:' 
V case 

:: rollouk 
Hjo!'<'lau 
~·m,ith 
ktonford 
Tlu:oJore 
\YPir 
\\"'"eUington 
Wilson 

Tellers- j\fr. Fol"Y 
., \Yinstanley 
and Mr. Weir. 

Tlw CHAIRMAN : 
34. As the voting 
casting· vote with t.ho 
ch('Pr<) 

"Aves/' 34: '; NoPs)" 
1s (qua1, I give n1y 
"Xoe>.'' (Government 

:Mr. POLLOCK (G.--, (]01.'1) asked lcwte to 
rnake a. personal cx11 la11ation. 

An 0PPOS1TT0}l :i\1E:IBFR: You cau't make a 
p('r~o:.·utl explanation noY:. 1Jnko 1t in the 
IIouso. 

The CHAIRMAN: I tbink the hon. mmn­
bcr for Gregorc· will realise that it would 
be more fitting if he made his personal 
explanation >Yhon the Rpeaker >Hts in the 
chair. 

OPPOSITION MEoiBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Question-That the original motion, as 

amended, be agreed to-put. 

Mr. Pallock.} 
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Mr. POLLOCK: He desire-d to point out 
that, qnfortunately, while he was not absent 
from the precincts of the House, a. division 
was taken of which he had no knowledge. 
(Opposition laug-hter.) The "Ayes" won that 
division by a majority of one. (Opposition 
laughter.) He reminded hon. gentlemen 
opposite that he wouJd not be seen dead 
in their companv anywhere. (Opposition 
laughter.) I-Ie ,i•as in the telephone box 
engaged in a conYe1·sation on the telephone, 
and ·no one was more surprised than he when, 
on returning to the Chamber, he saw the 
division was taking place and that he was 
too late to take part in it. He went to the 
telephone because the Librarian informed him 
that he "as wanted. 

l\Ir. ELPHI:-;-STO::\fE (Oxl~:y): He rose to a 
11oint of order. HB would like to know if 
the profL1c~ explanation of the hon. member 
for Gregm·y had anything to do with the 
r1ue ,tion before the House. 

OPPOSITION MEYIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

2\Ir. FOLLOCK: His profuse explanation 
meant that the crowd opposite could not buy 
him to stop away from the division. 

M1·. PA YNE (.lfitc!zcll): Something had 
come to his ears which no man should tole­
rate if it wero true. He understood that 
the hem. member for Rosewood, :11r. \V. 
Cooper, was called a-way becau,sc his sister 
js dying. 

Mr. VOWLES : Ill> rose to a. point of 
order. \V as the hon. g-entleman debating the 
qne,tion before the Committee? 

Mr. J>AYNE: I am quite in order. 

Mr. VO\YLES: \Ye will wait until the 
Uhairn1an sn.ys so. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
J\litchell can only discuss the question 
whether the resolution as amended be agreed 
to or not. 

OPPOSITION l\fE;IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

[7.30 p.m.] 

The CHAIRMA).; : Order ! Order ! I 
would ask hon. members to obey my call 
to order. 

Mr. P AYNE: Before the quntion was put 
he would like to sa v that. if the hon. member 
for Nanango had l~ept his word, the Govern­
ment would have won by a greater majority 
than they did. (Disorder.) 

OPPOSITION J\fE}IBEHS : Not tru<'. 

Mr. PAY;\l'E: The hon. member agreed to 
" pair" with the hon. member for RoMlwood, 
who was away because his sister was dying. 

OPPOSITION l\1DIBEH3: ~o ~ That is not 
true. 

Mr. P AYNE : He ,,-ould not be found dead 
in the company of one of the members on 
the other side. (Di,order.) 

.:\olr. EDW ARDS : Seeing that the matter 
had beqn brought u11, he wanted to make his 
position absolutely clear, and he de,ired to 
say that, to say the least, the statement just 
made was deliberately untrue. He was 
always prepared to stand to his promises 
as well as any memb0r, and the arrange­
ment made, owing to the unfortunate 
position in "·hid1 the hon. member for Roso­
''"ood found himself through bad luck, was 
simply an nnangement that one Opposition 
nwmbcl' ',yould be absent, and the whip 
on the Government side of the House could 
not misconstrue the a rrnngemont or make 
auything else out of it. He had told the 

[J!h. Pollock. 

GnYennn0nt whip di~ti11ctly, and h-t' had 
told the hon. member for l{osewood dis­
tinctly before he \Vent away, tbat one 1nen1-
bc1' on the Opposition side would be aboent. 
That was tllf' fnll explanation, so far as he 
1\-as couccrncd. 

0PPOSITIOX 1\1E:'IIDERS: I-Iear, hear [ 

Mr. \Yl::\STAKLEY (Queentan): Seeing 
that so rnany explanations had been r~ade, it. 
y;as up to hi1n to 1nakc an explanation too. 
(Opposition dissent and uproar.) 

'l'hc CH,\IRl\I£\X: I hope the hon. nwm­
ber will keep to th" question before the 
Co1nrnitt('~. 

~,fr. WE\STA:\'LEY: As an explanation 
had been tnade "-hich wa~~ not in accordance 
with the fact', he was entitled to make 
an explanation. The hon. member for 
::';ruu~ l·• ,J. I\1:r. Ell1vards, promised the hon. 
membc.r ior Rc-ewood, lvlr. vV. Cooper, be­
fore he wenL away, that he would pair w1th 
hirn. 

OPPOSITIOX :\InmER8: ::\ o ! That 15 not 
true. 

:'llr. \YIXST_\l\LEY: The people who said 
"Xo'' did not know anvthing about it at 
ali. He went to the leader of the Opposition 
vesterdav afternoon and asked him if he (Mr. 
\Yinstanley) could allow the hon. rnembror for 
Rose1Yootl to go away in rcspo~1se to an 
m·g .. nt >Yire that he had recmved frOI:'l 
Kingaroy to the effect that some of ~I& 
friends had met \nth an accident, and ,_he 
leader of the Opposition distinctly told h1m 
(l\Ir. Wimtanley) that he could allow the 
hon. member for Hose\Yoorl to go, and that, 
if the hon. member for ).;anango rccordeq 
his vote, he (.:\o1r. Vowlc,) would not- rocora. 
his vote. 

0PPOHITIOX :\h:;JBERS : ); 0 ! .N 0 ! 
~!r. \.,.O~.VLEi-5: rrhat is not true. 

:;\:lr. \\'1::\STA;:..;LEY: That was the-pla~n, 
distinct otatement of the facts; othervnse 
the hon. member for H.osewood would never 
have gone away. 

~1r. EDWAHDS: That is not trneJ and you 
knov; it is not. 

::'111'. WI);STAKLEY: The hon. member 
for Rosc\vood was actually induced t-o go. 

Mr. VOWLES: He did not know why his 
name had been brought into it. He was 
not tlw Opposition whip, but the lead~1· 
of the Opposition. The Government whip 
had been running round all their members 
trying to ma!<e an arrang?~ent b~h,ind his 
back and bchmd th'l Oppos1t10n wlnp s back, 
and he then came to him (Mr. Vowles) and 
aske-d hin1 '~ould he agree to a, " pair" 
between the hon. member for Rosewood and 
the hon. member for l\anango, and he 
replied, " Certainly not. I will f?ivc a '.pair' 
to no one.'' The hon. member then sa1d he 
had Juade an arrangmnent, und he (l\1r . 
V o1' lee,) said they could make what arrange­
ments th•"V liked. and if the hon. member 
for Hoscq·ood werlt to Kingaroy, there would 
be one Opposition member absent; and the 
hon. member for );ormanby was absent. 
(1'proar.) 

1\lr. C'UHSER: ~,lJ-. Chairman--

The C'RAIR:\IA:\' : Order ! I am certainly 
not going to permit any more diccnssion on 
this matter. I allowed thos0 hon. m•'mbers 
"'hose n"mie had been mentioned, out of 
fairness, to ;uakc an explanation. bUt I have· 
no intention of allmving any further dis­
cussion on the matter. 
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Question-That the resolution, as a1nendcd, 
be agreed to-put and passed. 

T1Je House resumed. The CHAIRhlAX re· 
parted that the Committee had come to a 
resolution. 

PROPOSED RECOi\11tlTT.\L. 

Thr _\. T fORNEY-GENERAL: Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to move-

" That : ou do now lc:,,·e the chair, 
end the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to further con­
-::idct the resolution." 

GovEnX.,IEXr :\IniBERS: Hear, hear~ and 
la ugl1ter. 

:',fr. YOY.-LES: .:VIr. Speaker,-As you 
1.rcrc absc;n during the Com1nittce stage 
of this resolution, jJrobabl:c you are not 
a I\ arc--

The PRE::VIIER: I beg to move-That the 
qnestion be nu\:v pnt. 

Qu(stinn-TlLCJot the qn(l~tion be no"· put­
put: all(] th·c Home diYicled :-

:Mr. Barbrr 
Bl't'!ll1Hll 
Bnlcoc:k 
Cn1lins 
Conrov 
COOjY:', F. -~-

.. Uoyne 
Da~sh 
Dunstnn 
Ferricks 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Pordc 
Gilday 
Cillicg 
Gledson 

~~~~:;;, 

J\lr. ,\pp•.l 
Barnes, G. P. 
BarnPs: \\T. H. 
B('bbin~ton 
Bdl ~ 
Bran;1 
Cattt'rmHll 
Cl ~vton 
CorS•"r 
Costdlo 

.. Do::teon 
Edwanl::; 
Elphinstone 
Fletrhn 
Fry 
Grt:>L·n 

., J ones 

ArEs, 35. 
-Hr. Kin-ran 

Land 
., lAH~omlJt~ 

JlcCormack 
.J.Iulla.n 
Payne 
reu~e 
Pullock 
Hiordan 
Ryan 
~mith 

, ~topford 

-'ioE.q, 33. 

Throdorc 
\Vrir 
Wellington 
\Yilson 
\Yinstanhy 

}lr. K('rr 
.. King 

Logan 
~\f acgrrgor 
1Iaxwel1 
}Ioorc 
)forgn.n 
:"ott 
Petrie 
Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
Hoberts, 'f. H. 
Sizer 
Hwavne 
Tay for 
Yowles 
\Yu.rren 

Tellers: )Jr. Belt nnd )fr. Coste1lo. 
Resdvul in the affirmatiYe. 
Goyentulcnt cheers. 

Qucction-That the Sneaker do now leaye 
the· ~hair--put; and tho.Housc di,-idcd :-

AYE8. 35. 
Mr. Barly·r )lr. Kirwun 

Br.-,nnan ., Land 
BnJcorl,: 

" Larcombr 
Col! ius "Jif'Corrnack 

" Conroy J.fuUan 
Coope F . . I.. Payne 
Oovne rea A{> 

Da~h 
" 

Pol!ock 
Dunstan Hiorda .. l 
Ferricks ltyan 
Fihc•11y Smith 

" Fol>'' ~topforcl 
., Ford:: ., 'rhrodore 

Gild,-..,-
" Weir 

" 
Gillies \r cllington 

., Gleclson 1\~ilson 
,. Hartlov ., \Vinstanlcy 

" Huxllaln 
Teller.<: }Ir. Gih1a.y and )Ir. Pease. 

)fr. App•cl 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Behbington 
Bell 
Brn.nd 
Cattermull 
Clayton 
Corf--~r 
Oostello 
DcnJon 
Ectwarcls 
Elphindone 
Fletcher 
~-,ry 

Green 
JonrB 

Xo>:s, 33. 
Jfr. lC<·rr 

, King 
,, Logan 

!<rfacgrC';5l r 
Mnxwe:ll 
Moore 
::\I organ 
:Xott 
Petrie 

., Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
Tiobcrts, T. G 
:-.:izer 
~wayne 

., Tuylor 
Vowles 
~Ynrrcn 

Telll·-.;;;: 3Ir. Ring antl ~Ir. }laxv-·"ll. 

H~..--.-=.c,h~cd in the affirn1atiYe. 

Cmrhl!Tl'EE. 

)·'fl·. !J~inrru, Brisbane, ill file ch•ilir.) 
The ATTOR::\'EY-GENERAL mo;-ed the 

tmendment of the resolution by the deletion, 
o.ftcr the words " Supreme Court," on line 3, 
u£ the words ''to be hereafter appointed." 

1\!r. YClWLES rose to a Jloint of order. 
Re snhmitwd that the motion was distinctly 
e;ut of order. The Committee, after having 
agret)d to <1 certain resolution, ''"as asked by 
the motion to disagree with it, whi~h would 
be tant.a1nonnt to a rescission of what they 
had already donr. He submitted that they 

:mhl not de 1l with the matter at all. 
The TnEASC.~RER: \Vc will, though. 
Hon. \V. H. BAROiES: \Y!' ~an not do it in 

rhe sa,n1e s'"3~sion. 

J\lr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman would 
du anything. The Chairn1an was the judge 
in the matter. and he submitted t.hat the 
whole proc·•dm·,, was out of order. There 
''as no authority for it, and it was contrary 
to the established procedure. 

'\lr. F. A. CooPER: Undc•r what Standing 
( trd·' r do yon 1HLlllC the point of orJer? 

)fr. VOWLES: He submitted that there 
. as no Standing Order applying to the 

point. They ,,-ere trying to rescind a motion 
which had been prm·iously agre0d to, without 
nc.i.i~c of r>totion of any kind. but merely 
hv r~commital after t.hc Committee had dealt 
";ith it. He• also submittNI that the Com­
mittee could not deal with th<' matter twice 
in on0 sc,sion. He objected to the procedure, 
which, h{' subn1itted, 'vas contrary to par· 
linn1cntary prr~Ltice. 

HoOi. W. FORGAX SMITH (Jiuci.ay): He 
submitted that there ,,-as nothing in the 
point of orclc•r raised. by the leader of th& 
Opposition, who suggC'stcd that the Com­
mittee eould not rescind a resolution ,,-hich 
hac! been agreecl to. No resolution had yet 
been agreed to. Tho point was that the 
Ccmmittec >Yere not now being asked to 
l rsf'ind their resolution. rrhc subj ect·nJattel~. 
of debate in C'on1n1ittec did not become a 
lcoolntion nmil it was agr<·cd to by the 
House•. The snbjcd-mr"tt0r now before tho 
Crn.tmittee >Yas not agreed to b,- the House, 
whid1 dil'l1 ctec1 tho Cmnn1ittce to n consjdee­
th. qnestion, which they were llO'" doing. 

:.v. T. R. ROBERTS (Eo.1t Toowoomba): 
He ,-,pportccl. Hrc point of order raised by 
rhc leader of the Opposition. His grounds 
were~that tJwy hnd to~dav taken into con~ 
."-iden;.tion a c:crtaiu n1oti'an appearing on 
the busincss-sher:t. and) after <tn exhausti-..-·e 
de-l ate, they hac! cle~ided to make a certain 

Ji1'. T. R. Robcrts.] 

• 
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amenJmcnt to tlw J1topnsed Bill. He con­
teGdi d that. under the Standing Orders, 
there was 110 olihcr wav to deal '.Yith the 
matter. if th-o Go,-ernmcnt persi,too, but to 
di~chal·gc the resolution fron1 the business~ 
paper. 

Hon. \Y. FonG•X S'JITI!: It does not 
become a n · olntion until agreed to by the 
Hoti'e. 

)lr. T. H. TWBERTS: He <lid not saY 
that the House had agrr··d to it. The Coni­
n1ittre had prcYiousl_y agreed to a. certain 
tesolution. ancl the Uovern1nent, no1-v that 
that decision ,_-as recorded. could not take 
the· question into consideration :1gain, 
because the Committee had disposed of it. 
They could not deal with the question twice 
jn the OllC scs;;;j on. rl'hc business had C0ll1C 

bdore them on the business-sheet, and the 
Con1n1ittec had n1adc a certain report to 
rhe House. and he contended that tlu y conlJ 
11· f l'l'CllC'll this bnsine~s. 

'\lr. PAY"E (Jlitrhcll): He v;as surprised 
that lwn. lY!eiDb'-..,r'-' who ha·cl been .so many 
ye,,rs in the House ohould show such a l~t 
of ignorance about the Standin7 Orders. The 
leader of the Opposition shon1d know that 
a que::;tion \\hieh was drcldrd in Comn1ittec 
had to be agreed to, with the Speaker in 
thP chair, before· it bocan1c a resolution. 
The >'esolntion came to lw the Committee had 
neYPr been agreed to by the House. If it 
ha.d been, it 1\-onld haYe been a different 
matter. 

The CHAIR:\IAX: The leader of the 
Oppo,ition hao raised the point of order 
that it i, not competent for the Committee 
to reconsidN the resolutioJJ. I would point 
ont that th resolution has not been agreed 
to by the Home. Therefore. I rule that it 
is compdcnt for the Committee to reconsider 
it. UYJcl rrn1c•nd it further, if it so desires. 
ThL ()UC'•tion is-That the \rords proposed to 
be· omittc·d stand part of the resolution. 

Hox. IY. H. DARNES : Before the motion 
was put. he· 1Yould likc> to go back to the 
nmarb that h"d uePll made that afternoon 
in connection ' ith the matter. 

A G·JVERX1IF.XT MEMBER: You ha Ye no 
rig·ht to do tbat. 

Hox. \\'.H. IlAHXEfl: If the GoYernment 
had a right to reopen the question, he had a 
nght to o]Wak on the malter. 

Tl.r• l'HK\ITEH: I 111m·e--That the ques­
tion 1Jc no'v pur. 

Question-Tlwt the qncstion be now put 
(Jfr. 'J'IIf odot(',~ ·Jtion)-put; and thr- Corn* 
J1Jitt0C' d;Yidecl:-

Mr. Barber 
BPrtram 
Br ·nnnn 
BuJ,,L 
Colli~1~ 
ConroY 
Co.Jpr~·- F. _\. 
C.)_\'Ue 
Dash 
lJun~ h:i 11 
FP1Ti£l\·, 
Fih<'il.-
Folcv · 
l<'onf_, 
Gil-1a.\-
GiHi··~ 
GledsoJt 
Hartky 

Te'lers: "·\.r. 

_\res, 35. 

l\ir, Huxluun 
" Land 

I.nrcomL" 
llfcCormack 
~lulhn 
P::tvue 
Pc~l·,,·_, 
Pollod.;­
Tiiordnn 
Hynn 
F".mith 

~h~g,]~;~ 
W··lr 
\Y ellir.gton 
\Yil,,on 
\Yins.tnn1C'y 

Collins and :J.Ir. Gledson. 

[M1·. T. R. Roberts. 

MT. AppPl 
,, Barnes, G. P. 

Barnrc3, W. H. 
Eebbington 
Bell 
B1r.nd 
Cattormull 

,. Olnyton 

NoEs, 33. 
l\fr. KtlT 

, Ki11~ 
L~gan 
i\IUl 0 l :r\r 
1'1-'laxn"cll 
l\Ioore 
2.\Iorgr:-~. 

?\'ott 
Pdrie Corser 

Costelh 
" DC'acon 

.. Hobrr' . . T. H. C. 
· Hobc ·ts. 1'. Il. 

Eclwarrl~ 
EJphinstonc 
H'lrtcher .. Frv 

" Gr'ecn 
JonPs 

kiz?r 
., Hwuyn1 

Tn.-lor 
Yowl" 
'YP .. rren 

TeFer,~: 3-Ir. Grren and }'fr. ::-;-t,tt. 
Resolved in the affirmatiYe. 

Quc>tion-Tlwt the words propc· nd 
omitted (Jlr. Jfullan's amendment) 
part of tlw question-put; nncl the 
mitt0c diYidcd :-

:IIr. Appel 
Barnes, G. r. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Bc~~bington 

.. Boil 
Rrnnd 
Cattcrmnll 

.. Clavton 

AYEs, 33. 
:Mr. K('rr 

King 
, Logan 
., Maf :-,;regor 

)faxl'fCll 
Moorc 

,, l\foT,'Hil 
, Xot' 
.. Petri(• 

to be 
stand 
Corn-

Cor£,'r 
Costc•l'o 
D' acm.t 
1j;clwnrd3 

:. Hob<"J'ts .. r. H. e. 

,, }~lphinstone 
Fletche1· 

., Fry 
Green 
.T onc>s 

Hohcrh. T. I' 
SizrT 
Swavnt' 
T·n·for 

" v·o?..·I·:'" 
\\.nrr('Il 

TP1~prx: )fr. King and Jlr. ::UaxwdL 

?{ OES, 35. 
)Jr. Barber 

Bcrtrn.m 
Brennnn 

., Bulcock 
Calli m 
Conr•JY 
Cooper, F. ~'· 
Coyne 
Dash 
Dunstn.a 
FPrrick" 
Fihclly 
Foh·~-
Forde 
Gildav 
GillicS 
Gledson 
Hartley 

l\1r. Huxh~1n1 
J.~c1,nd 

r.arcomh'2 
JUcCorma:'k 
1\!ulla"l 
l'uvnc 
Pci1.sr 
ro11oc\ 
Hiordnn 

,, Tiynn 
Smith 
Rtopfonl 
Th·codon· 
1Yrir 
\Y e11ingtc,n 
\Yilsom 

, "\Yin~tnn!Py 

'l'e' 1 £JJ :nr. Bulcock ftncl :Jir. Dash. 

Rc~:olYC'L1 in the ncgatiYe. and a1nendrnent 
agreed to. 

Qnc·lion-That the resolution. ao amended, 
b(~ agn·.:d to~put; and the Cnnnnittee 
diYiclrcl:-

)Jr. Barber 
13ertrnm 
Br~·nnan 
Bu1cock 
CvHins 
c·-nuov 
Coopt>1·. F. _A, 
Coyne 
Dash 
Dun,:tiln 
Ferricks 
FihrllY 
Folf·Y. 
Forffe 
Cildm· 
Gillies 
Gleclson 
Hart!ry 

_t\ YCS. 35 . 
IUr. Huxhrnn 

T,and 
T~ar, ::mt1H:> 
:JTc(\1rma k 
::\1nll >11 

, Payne-
Pct·~e 
Poil.Jf'k 
Hhrd::tn 
Ry· n 
Smith 
Rtopford 
Th:·odm 
'YPir 
\Ye llingt< n 
\filsnn 
'Yinstflnlr·y 
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Mr. Appc! 
Barnrs, G. P. 

, Barnes, W. R. 
., Bebhington 

Bell 
,. Brantl 
, Ca tte-rru ull 
, Claytorr 

Corscr 
Costcllo 

, Dr::tcon 
Edwards 

, Elphinstone 
Fletchcr 

, Fry 
Green 
Joncs 

:-<DES, 33. 
:Ur. Kerr 

,, King 
, Log .. n 

llacgreo. •r 
" ira.xwell 

:J.Ioore 
Moro·an 

" ~ott' 
rctrie 

, Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
, Hohcrts, T. H. 

Sizer 
., Swa.yne 

Taylor 
., YowlcG 

\Vn.rren 

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Jlfr. Sizcr. 

Question re,-olYed in the affirmatiYe. 
The House l'Csumed. 
The CHAilUIAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL presented 

the Dill, and moyeJ-That the Dill be now 
read a first· time. 

Question put and passeJ. 

The second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPREME COURT BILL. 
lNr'fiATION IN Co:;rMITTEE. 

(1\fr. 1\.irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:Mullan, Plindt·rs), in moving-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to make hotter provision for 
the trial of civil and criminal causes "­

said: This was the second of a seriCG of three 
Bills dealing with the judiciary. Under· the 
proposed measure the District Court would 
be abolished. The criminal jm·i,diction 
·would go on to the Supreme Court, and the 
civil jurisdiction would go to the magistrates' 
courts, which would be created under a Bill 
to be moved subsequently. He would give 
further details of the Bill at the second read­
ing stage, which was the proper stage for 
g·iving reasons for introducing a Bill. 

Mr. VO\VLES (Dalby) : He did not pro­
pose to make any reference to the proposed 
alteration of the law at that stage. It might 
be necessary in some directions to alter both 
the civil and criminal .procedure, but it 
appearrJ to him to be strange, so far as the 
criminal court was concerned. How did 
the Minister propose to do away with tho 
l)i~trict Court nnJc, .. s they were going to give 
son1etl1ing in ('Xchange by establishing three 
courts in their place, particularly in the 
country where District Courts had often been 
held it~ tlw past? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hear, hear' That 
is what we '"ill do. 

Mr. \"0\VLES: He trusted th,tt pPrsons 
accused of criminfil charges would not be in 
a \Vor~c position than they -...verc before. An 
innocPnt man might have to go into the 
dock and, if he did not have any witnesses to 
appear for him, his case would be prejudiced, 
as the Crown would not assi,t him. How­
ever, he would reserve his remarks until he 
received a copy of the Bill. 

Mr. ::VlACGREGOR (Merthyr): As the 
leader of the Opposition said, it was difficult 

to uirici ·C the Bill "-it !tout knowing the 
ddails. Apparently, there was an extraordi­
nary amount of secrecy about the introcluc­
tion of the<e Bills. He wa, aware that two 
of the judges triecl to get copies, but one was 
flatly refused. Another judge was offered a 
copy or th~ Bill if he ,yould promise not to 
ll't his brother judges see it, and he would 
not accept the copy on those terms. 

:\lr. HARTLEY: How do you know that? 
:VIr. :\>1ACGREGOR: lie knew it from 

information he had received_ 
:\Ir. HARTLEY: EYidently that juclg·e's word 

;, not worth much. 

:'rlr. ::VlACGREGOR : EYideutly it was no 
ll'','~ an hon. rnemb0r suggesting anything in 
Ponnection with the measures introduced. 
The Government were guided by the super­
Parliament outside, and they were required 
ta put their measures through without receiY­
ing any an1endn1cnt or sugg·cstion. 'I'hc Bill 
would be found to he absolutelv unworkable. 
However, he would reserve his criticism until 
he saw the Bill. 

:\lr. T. R. ROBERTS regTetted the way 
the Attorney-General was introducing the 
lmsineffi. Under a ruling given by the 
·Speaker, they had lost an opportunity of 
getting information on the initial strtge of 
the Bill. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In the old days we 
got no information at all. The ex-Treasurer 
would never give us any information. 

:VIr. T. R. ROBERTS: ender previous 
Governments men1bers ahvav~ knew on t.he 
introductory stages what Bills '"ere going to 
contain; but that had been done away with 
by order of the present Speaker. 'rhey had 
three important measures introduc cd that 
day and the leader of the Opposition and 
thB 'hon. member for Merthvr found it -diffi­
cult to get any information about them. 
The Attorney-General should follow the prac­
tice adopted by the Home Secretary a few 
days ago, and indicate what the ~~llB con­
tained. The leader of the 0 pposrtwn hed 
referred to the position of a prisoner if the 
District Court were aboliehed. It was an 
important matter to abolish the District 
Court, and that was why they would like to 
krJOW more abont the measure. The Govern­
ment, we rc- not treating the Opposition fairly, 
because Government members spent some 
davs considering tho measure; they knew 
wli'at was in it, and they should extend 
the sa me courtesv to the me m hers of tho 
Opposition. " 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (JJulimbn): He 
empha~isrd what had been said bv the hou. 
membc•r for East Toowoom ba. At orie time 
hon. members enjoyed the advantage of 
learning what a Bill contained, but for some 
reason or other that had been altered, and 
hon. members did JlDt p;et tlw information 
they wanted to enable them to discuss t1re 
different measures. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER 'L: I have known you 
to refuse to give any infonna6on at ali on ll 
Bill. 

Hox. W. II. BARNES: It >Yould be very 
mnch better, in tho intere'b of the House 
and in the interests of tho country, if thG 
GoYerntncnt gave 1nore inforn1ation. ThreP 
Bills were introduced thn t day dealing with 
in1portant 1natters, and . the ·Go_vernment 
would not give them any mformatwn. The 
policy of the Government was to try and get 
through each meas\n'e step .by step by ref!ls­
ing to give any mformatwn. The pohcy 

Hon. W. H, Barnes.J 
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adopted in connection with Bills and every­
t.liing el,e was to refuse to give information 
and cover up everything. The Minister said 
only half a ck1zen words on the Bill. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Perhaps he does not under­
stand what the Bill is about. 
Ho~. W. H. B),RNES : The Minister did 

110t have YCl'Y mudh legal knowledge-he was 
not saying that in an offensive v. ay-but the 
hon. g-entlenwu was a layn1an, and could not 
have legal knowledge. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICGLTt:RE: He has 
got com1non sense. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is >vhat the 
Ministc;r himself has not got. 

Mr. RY.IX : Roma street is your boundary. 
Hox. W. li. BAR:'IIES: The boundary of 

the hon. gentleman who had just interjected 
cDuld be spelt >vith just three letters. The 
Government should give morG information 
about their meascues. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: You remained 
here all one night and refused to give us 
information about a. Bill. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Of oourse, he 
would remain if there was a stonewall on; 
but in this cas,, the Opposition were not 
stonewalling·. Hon. members oppooite were 
apparent!,\· ant to ))ass legislation to do 
e\·erything to cripp1e Queensland. They 
introduced a Bill, and said, "Here it is. 
Take it; vou cannot alter it." No WDnder 
they could not tolerat<J that kind of thing, 
and protestE>d ag<Iinst it. 

:\1£>'. HARTLEY: There was no need for 
ihe Minister in charge of the resolution t0 
give any further information, as the resolu­

tion itself was quite clear if hon. 
[8.30 p.m.] members opposite were sincere 

in their desire to do business for 
the benefit of the countl'V. The resolutio11 
1·ead- ' 

"To make better provision for the trial 
of civil and criminal causes." 

That was sufficiently definite for any man to 
understand, and, after the exhibition they 
had had on the previous debate of the 
repudiation of a pledge given to an hon. 
member who was absent through sickness and 
distress in his family--

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : That lS not 
correct. 

Mr. EDWARDS: T}tat is a lie. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It was absolutelv cor­
rect, and he spoke on reliable information. 

The CHAIR:\.IAN : Order ! Order ! Did I 
understand the hon. member for N ana'ngo to 
say, "That is a lie"? If so, it is unparlia­
rnentary, nncJ I ask tho hon. mcn1ber to 
withdraw the exprecoion. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : Out of rupcct to your­
self and the Chair, Mr. Kirwan, I withdraw 
tho "ords; but the sh t<'ment of the hon. 
1ne1nber \ras untrue. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The statement was quite 
true. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would ask 
the hon. member for Fitzrov to confine his 
remarks to the question Lefore the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Unless there was some 
sincerity and good faith in the dealings 
Letween the Opposition and the Government 
party, then the Government were justified in 
seeing that Government Lusiness was trans­
acted in the House and in the House only, As 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

further evidence of the want of gc~d faith, 
he would instance the remarks at the hon. 
momb0r for Merthn·, who stated that he had 
information that a'n!y ono jud<.e cJuld g·et a. 
copy of the Bill, md evidPntly the hon. 
member had been in touch with hi,n, either 
directly or through an intermediary, to get 
information which entitled him to "'ay that 
the Bill would be unworkable. 

}fr. JYlACGREGOR: 'I11at is not so. 
Mr. I-IARTLEY: Why should the Govenl­

Inent n1akc any :information a vailahle for 
ol'g1 nisations outside? 

JYlr. MACGREGOR: You arc quite wrong. 
l\Ir. l\loRGAN: That is a reflection on your 

:::Vlinister. 
Mr. HARTLEY: It was not a re-flection 

on the Minister, hut a reflection on the judge 
who had been in communication with the 
hon. member for JYlerthyr. That was fairly 
clear and justified the .Minister in the atti­
tude he had taken up. Anybody who knew 
thp ordinary procedure in the law courts 
to-day knew that there was plenty of room 
for improvement. They must knave that in 
the lower courts the restrictions that had 
been placed on litigants and the expensive 
procedure was such as to militate against 
tlw securing of justice. In connection with 
the women's case alone, there was a big scope 
for improvement. Anyone would agree that 
a bench of justices composed of ViOmen in 
some of the lower courts would certainly do 
good work in the interests of justice and in 
the interests of women generally. He hoped 
the resolution would go through without 
further discussion, unless hon. memben 
opposite were going to give some evidence of 
sincerity. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Any evidence of sincerity 
that was wanted in regard to the discussion 
came from the Opposition side of the Cham­
ber. Hon. members on that side of tho 
House were sincere in that they wanted to 
see, when Bills were introduced, that the 
necessary information was supplied by 
responsible Ministers. If the hon. member 
for Bulimba at one time had refused for 
three hours to give the necessary information, 
surely that was not going to be ad va.ncecl 
as an argument why the Attorney-General 
should withhold tho information on this 
occasion? 

'I'ho ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You will get all 
the information you want at the right stage. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It had been customar.r to 
give roa>onable information when Bills were 
being introduced. It was all very well for 
the Minister to tell them that they w'mld 
(?;et the information lat<'r on. 'fhev wanted 
tbc information now. That was one of three 
legal Bills that were being introduced, and 
they wanted all the intclligencc: possible 
brought to bear on thos0 Bills. Anything 
that could be done to assi ,t j nstice and to 
make it e:~sier and less expemive to obtain 
justice would be supported by 0vcry member 
of the Chamber. They ~~ere not out to 
advocat·· expensivG litigation, but they did 
claim that, when a Minister introduced a 
Bill, it was not fair to say, in half a dozen 
words, that he was going to do this or do 
that. The hon. gentleman told them that 
better provision "as to be made, but he 
did not explain how that better provision 
was going to operate. They had yet to find 
out whether it was a better provision. 
Unfortunately they had found by experience 
that the better provision that Ministers had 
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mentioned on the introduction of Bills had 
not. been better provisions. but had worked 
out in crnite the opposite c!ircdion. I-Ic 
hoped ~\1 inistcrs in fntnn', in introducing 
BiJ!o,, wonld give all the information 
n•quircd. They must not forget that the 
legislation being introduced was for the 
whole of the people of Queensland, and they 
wm·e entitled, as represenbtive' of the 
p•ople, to hav2 the fullest possible informa­
tion t.hat tlw Minister could mppl,-. so that 
the:c ~oulcl clisc·uss matters in an intelligent 
·way. 

:i\h. T. R. ROBF:RTS: Thr' Attorney­
General had raiser! the Clll<" tion as to the 
rights of hon. members, ar;,j the hon. g-entle­
man had interjected that in the past hc had 
pr·otesteJ against the aetion o£ the then 
Govcrninent in not gJying infonnation when 
introducing rnca~::;ures. Sjnce that interjec­
tion was made, he (;vlt-. Robcrts) had looked 
np the debates, aut! he was sonlC\vhat 
astonish<:'d to fmd that the objection was 
always iodged at the wrong time; that was 

,at tho initiatory stage. \Vhat was tlw atti­
tude of the Labour party on the introduction 
Df the Industrial Peace Bill'? T'he discussion 
was led by the late :vir. Bowman, who \Vas 
aLly a•sisted by the late· l-Ion. T .• J. Rvan. 
{)u the initiatory stages of that Bill' the 
Labour party cauRcd eo1nc obstruction, con~ 
tending, of course, that they were in need 
of information at that stagP, althouo-h thev 
wcr? IHomiRod by the pres-:-,nt lnPinbcr fo~r 
Buhmha, who was then Secretary for Public 
Works and in charge of the Biil, that they 
would get all the information at the right 
iitage, which was tho stage thcv wore discuss. 
ing now. .At that time Mr. c:oyne. the pre­
ocnt Secretary for Public Lands, said-

" I think the ::Vlinistcr for Public Works 
might give us some idea of wl1at the Bill 
i.B; I think that it would be onlv fair 
io the House. 'rho Home Secretarv, 
when jntroduciiJg a non-contentious Inc'U­
~urc, was ready to give a S{)Cond read­
mg speech, but we cannot get anything 
nut of the Treasurer-which is rather 
char·acteristic of the hon. gentleman." 

Later on the hon. member for Queenton. Mr. 
Winstanley, said-

" The amendment is an eminently 
>easonable one, and ought to have met 
with a better response from the other 
aide than .it has met with up to the 
present. \Ve have been told that we 
should wait until \Yo see the Bill; bnt, 
when \\'e have done that on previous 
OCf','1'iions, in so1ne instance-; \VO have been 
8orry that we did not take the oppor­
tunity, wL0n the order of loavo was 
given, to try and get an 0xtension." 

Mr. \V IKSTAKLEY : That does not ]Hove vou 
.gave the inforrnation. " 

lVIr. T. R ROBERTS: The inform11tion 
was prmnif3ed .1nd gi vcn. 'I, hey had Mr. 
I-:Iunter, the present Ag-ent-General, \Yhon 
n1e1nbcr for }Iaranoa, sayi11g~ 

"I hope that tho Treasurer, in his 
ca,rarit:• as MiniotPr for Public ·works, 
will g1vo tlns Hou.,o some 1doa of the 
ruling principles of tho n1casure ·which 
he propc,es to introduce." 

l1o was just n1entioning those references 
because they were made at an earlier stage 
than this. It was the in.itiatory stage at which 
the present Speaker had ruled thev had no 
xight to discuss a Bill. The then Opposition 
at that stage saw fit to move two resolutionc. 

There v:as, therefore, every reason why the 
:'vlini-te!', if he we1o anxious to get the 
business through with expedition, should fall 
in on the lines of his eo-Ministers. They 
recoO'nised that the Home Secretary, ut this 
p{srti'cu]ar stage in introducing a Bill, 
adnmced the information which gave them 
an id( a of what they were to be prepared for 
on the S<~"ond reading. The Government 
vyc•re n1ovlng along in their own particular 
wav. 'rhey had had nn evidence that even­
ing: of a Bill being- defeated in Committee 
and immediately rei11trocluced. 

"Ir. H.\RTLEY: Defeated on a broken 
pledge. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: They ·did not know 
when the orconcl reading of this Bill would 
eomP along, and tlH'y were justified in ask­
ing the Mini~ter to give the1n some infor­
mation. If he would not, they were justified 
in questioning thl' position to the utmost. 
Oppositions had rights which they could 
assert when pressed, and this was one of 
thcoe occasions, when this minority Govern­
n1ent, in their dying IllOinents, were using 
the bludgeon to pasq measures through. They 
\vanted to get through certain legislation, 
pa's the Estimates, and go off on anothe1· 
uine or ten months' holiday. The Opposition 
were not justific'd in agTeeing to those 
methods. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why don't you shut up? 

Mr. T. R ROBERTS: As one member of 
tlw Oppositiou, he intended to insist on his 
rights. 

Mr. PETRH~ : The Attorney-General 
ought to give the Committee more infor­
mation on a Bill like this, He did not 
know what reasons the Government had for 
holding back information from members on 
his side. They had had this ses:;ion a good 
deal of experience of the manner in which 
the Government had evaded answering ques­
tions. Now they seemed to be desirous of 
putting Bills through without giving the 
information which at that particular stage 
the Opposition ought to have. If they went 
from one stage to another, they might, 
perhaps, be debarred from expressing the 
opinions they should exprus on those par­
ticular Bills. The opposition represented 
the majority of the people, and had a right 
to all the available information. This was 
important legislation, and it would affect 
seriously certain individuals. The Govern· 
ment had no right to go on with legislation 
of this sort under the conditions now exist­
ing. 'rho Opposition had defeated them once 
that night, and on one occasion the Govern­
ment carried one division on the casting vote 
of the Chairman. Then, by gagging matter?. 
through, they had oucccedod in getting on so 
far with the business, He had no intention­
and he did not think any hon. member on 
that side hacl-of delaying the business, so 
long as it was done in a business-like way. 
This Government's attitude towards the 
present Opposition was worse than that of 
anv GoYernment ag·ainst hon. InPnibers on 
tho other side when they sat in opposition, 
Ho had never seen any Government take up 
the stand that the present Government had 
taken up. He hoped they would be amenable 
to rc~tson, and give the Opposition the infor­
mation thc:c desired. It woukl save a lot 
of trouble, time, and talk, and that was a 
consideration when they were trying to 
induce the Government to studv economy. 
The Government had been spending money 
hand m·er fist, and the Opposition were there 

11-h.Petrie.] 
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to protect the interc,ts of the majority of 
the people of the State. He hoped the 
Attorney-General would reconsider the matter 
and be more open. If there were nothing 
to hide, why not gi vc tho information the 
Opposition desired? 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: \Yhy don't you be 
as reasonable as the Country part:;? 

Question put and passed. 
The Hou.se resumed. The CnAIRoiAN re­

ported the resolution. Tlw rc"olution was 
agreed to. 

I•'msT READI}!G. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL prcscnt.:cl 

the Bill; and moved-That the Bill be now 
read a first time. 

Question p\.!t and passed. 
The second reading was made an Order of 

the Day for to-morrow. 

MAGISTRATES COURTS BILL. 
lNI'riATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Jir. Iiirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, F'linders), in moving-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amc·nd the laws relating 
to the jurisdiction of magistrates and 
justices of the peace in civil matters"-

said : 'rhis was the third of the series of 
Bills dealing with the judiciary. It repealed 
the Small Debts Acts, 1867 to 1894, and sub­
stituted thercfor a magistrates court which. 
as he had previously indicated, would have 
a jurisdication up to £200. It would practi­
cally hm-e the present jurisdiction of the 
Small Debts Court, plus the civil jurisdiction 
of the District Court. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: Are you doing away with 
juries? 

The ATTORNEY-GENER\L: In the 
magistrates' courts there would not be juries. 
The magistMtes would have the jurisdiction 
of the District Court, in addition to their 
present jurisdiction. 

Mr. T. R ROBERTS: Will there be magis­
trates other than police magistrates? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There 
would be police magistrates with a juris­
diction of £200, and there would be justices 
of the peace with a sml1ller jurisdiction. 

Mr. 'I'. R. ROBERTS : Honorary justices of 
the peace? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Justices of 
1he peace, and •as they had at present. 

An OPPOSITION ME~IBER: What is the pre­
sent limit in the Small Debts Comt? 

The ATTOR:i'EY-GEXERAL: £50, and 
they were going up to £200. He would give 
detailed information to hon. members at a 
later stage. 

Mr. VOWLES: It seemed t<:> him that they 
were startiug to experimHnt a great deal 
in litigation. \Yhile there migrJt be some 
alterations necessary, it seemed to him that 
the time would arrive when they would 
require to IHtvc a better da··.s of police magis­
trate. He did not think that, so far as the 
individuals were concerned, they had men of 
high attainment'. 

The ATTORNI:Y-GF.':\ERAL: \Ye have them 
now. They have to paos .a difficult examina­
tion. 

Mr. VOWLES : He thought the time would 
nrrivc when they would have to get profes-

[illr. Petrie. 

sional men to occupy the positions. Tlwy 
·were going !o ask an ordinary police nLtgis­
tratc, by Yirtuc of the fact that he had 
p~ssed a certain exan1ination, to take upon 
hm1se!f w<_>rk that the District Court judges 
had done m the past, and to deal with those 
matters without a jury. It was often neces­
sary in cases with which ho had been con­
ccJ·ned, to have juries who understood local 
conditions ancl the custom of trade, and who 
had a general knowledge o£ the subject who 
'could arrive at a knowledge of the' facts 
more correctly than a judge, who in many 
c~ses had to be tutored up in the matter. 
They were !"Omg to go away with that 
privilege of a litigant. It was not compul­
sory to have a jury now, but in a g-reat 
many case, le,. a! men had the privilege of 
askmg for -a Jury as a matte1· of justice to 
their clier;ts, and he thought the taldng a way 
of that ng_ht was going to. be a:n injustice. 
However, If they were gomg to ha vc this 
Bill thrust upon them, it would be better to 
wait until they saw what ,~·as in it. 

Mr. :MACGREGOR: In reference to some 
remarks he had previously made with regard' 
to the secrecy shown in connection with those 
Bills, lw wished to say t'hat he had had no 
conversation with any of the judges, and had 
not approached them in any way in regard 
to the matter. La:v reform was necessarily 
a matter of great mtcrest to the legal pro­
fession, -and his information came from 
:ncmbers _of the bar. One would expect that 
m such Important matters the Government 
would have sought all the assistance they 
could get by exposing their proposals to 
puJ:;lic !'-lld expert criticism, and moulding 
thetr. Bills after they had heard all that the 
public and experts had to say. So far as 
he could make out, there had been nothing 
of that krnd m crmncction \vith the Bills 
mtroduced that day. Members of the Bar 
who were c~neerned _were o£ the opinion that 
no expert mformatwn had been asked in 
regard to the measures proposed. \Vhcn the 
leader of the Opposition later on became 
Premier, it would probably be found ncces­
s>;ry _to repeal these Bills, and he reserved 
Ius l'lgh~ to support the hon. gentleman in 
that actiOn and take the responsibility of all 
th? attendant consequences, whatever they 
might be. 

Mr. BREXNAN: At the next election it 
would be a question of whether the hon. 
member for Mcrthyr got back to the House 
at all. The country had been crying out 
for. legal reform long enough. He did not 
claim to be an expert in the matter but he 
used his common sense with regard to it. 
It ."as the experts-the lcg.al profession­
winch had nnned t-~e profession and brought 
It down so as to mcnr the hatred of the 
public. Barristers could string out cases 
from day to day, to the detriment of the 
unfortunate witnesses brought from the 
country, so that one was not game to bri•ng 
a case in the Suprc.mc Court. He hoped that 
the law would be simplified to enable actions 
to be brought more cheaply. The hon. mem­
ber for J\lerthyr ,;aid that neither the public 
n?t' the experts had been consulted; but 
rhd they not s0c every clay in the paper 
that experts were consulted and decisions 
given? . The Government desired to 1·cmedy 
the n11?trrkes. whiCh t~ey saw. oc,:!-u-ring. 
Ano:nahes ~x~>,ted m t.ne law m this con­
nectiOn, whiCh had not been altere-d since 
1867, although there had been a few new 
rules of court made. The Bill was going to 
benefit the profession throughout. 
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An 0PPOS1TIO:>r :MniBER : Do you know 
what is in the Bill? 

::\Ir. BRE);="A)J: He did not; but, if it 
would sin1111if~. and cheape11 la1v procedure, 
he would support it, and he was satisfied 
that the Bill would be satisfactorv to the 
House gen. rally, m·en if not to 'the hon 
membrr for 1\Jcrthyr. 

Mr. TAYLOR: He would like to know 
from the Attorney-General what precedents 
there were to guide them in connection with 
this propo'c0d change in the law. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE»:[R·\L: I can assure you 
that there are any number of precedents 
for it; but this is not the sta.ge to give that 
inforn1atio~. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If the Minister could 
chcctp('ll the bw through this measure, he 
would certainly be doing some good; but he 
(Mr. Taylor) had some doubts as to whether 
the hon. gentleman would be able to accom­
plish that. Probably law reform was neces­
sary, but he did not altogether like the idea 
of dispensing with juric'. No matter how 
well qualificJ a judge might be to weigh 

eviJence, he still considered that 
[9 Jl.m.] a jury of men with ordinary 

every-day knowledge of busin8SS 
affairs, and the matters which came before 
courts, was vrry often of very great assist­
ance to him in coming to a correct and 
proper decision. It was probably a mistake, 
thcrefor2, to propose to ·do away with them. 
Hmwvd·. thcv had very little information 
on which to g(,, but, when they had the Bill 
before them-he was afraid it would be in 
all sorts uf shapes-but he hoped they woulcl 
be able to lick it into 'hape, and probll bly 
get 1n son1c necessary amcndn1ents. 

::VIr. KI::'\U (Logan): This was one of those 
matters of law reform of which they were 
continua ll v told tlwv stoo-d in need. One 
was almo'st reminded of the old saying. 
''Fools :i'u:;;h in w,hcre angels fear to tread," 
and he \vas rather under the impre·•sion that 
the A ttornC\'-Ueneral had undertaken some­
thing which 'he did not altogether understo.nd. 

The ATTOR:->EY-GEXER.\L: You ·ought to 
stay at home, old boy. 

'\Ir. KI);G: He did not think that the 
Bill was goitig to c.hcapen law. It was pro­
pobed to abolish the District Court and 
increase ihe jurisdiction of the Small Debts 
Court from £50 to £200. In the District 
Court <Jt present the judge had the beneftt 
of the a scistance of juries on the facts, he 
himself decicling npon the law. The Go­
vernn1ent pror:;osed to increase the responsi­
bility of the magistrates, who in matters up 
to £200 would have to discharge the functiono, 
not only of the judges. but also of juries, and 
thcl'e 1vas no appE'rrl fron1 then1 on que'-,tions 
of fact. Then' was appeal to the Supr'me 
Court on points of hnv onlv. Litigants were 
~oing trJ qffer, because, itl.stead o'-f cheapcn­
Jng law. th1t altC'l'ation 1ras going to inrrea~c 
n1a 1 cri ally its cost. 

The ATTOR:->EY-GE'OERAL: The hon. membm· 
~CL'Ins to think it. is a compulsory jurisdic­
tinn. It io not. 

l\Ir. IG:c\G: \Yhv did the hon. member 
not say di:;;tinrtly ,~-hat the jurisdjction was 
to be? That ,,·as one of t'.' evils arising 
frorn I\Iinl~ters net gi,·ing hon. n1embcr;:; 
decem information. 

The ATTORXEY-GE;sERAL: It proves what 
:vou said a whik bnck about "fools rushi11g 
in where .ang-els fear to tread." 

1921-3 F 

::\1r. KIKG : V\Then they knew what was 
in the Bill they \Yould be able to discuss it; 
but at that stoge he could not help thinking­
that. instead of cheapening law-as stated h:,· 
the hon. mernLor for r:rou,_,·oornbu~it wou1d 
considerably incn•aS<l the co.'t, and that ho11. 
nren1bcr, being a barl'ister, would r,_~ap ti:!:c, 
benefit. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (AII,ut): The i\linisrer 
in his explanation \Yould lead one to believe 
that the proposed Bill \\·ould cheapen law. 

Thn ATTORXEY-Gi:NERAL: r.rhat is its rna.in 
object. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: In rig·ht cases out 
of t0n, n1easurcs introduced by the present 
Administration \\TI'C loaded and required 
careful scrutinY. He had no hesitation in 
saying that a'lly mea~urc that had been 
introduced to cheapen law had practically 
hnrl the effect of making lav; clearer. 

The TREASl'RER: Impossible. 
HoN. ,J. G. APPEL: The Govemment 

proposed to convert what might he called 
a sin1plc court into a court of record, and 
to abolish the District Court, onr which 
tnc,i<letl a qualified judge who had to have 
C('rtaiu r:ducational and legal attainments. 
and to place its jurisdiction in the hnnds of 
a non-qualified man, and thus deprive liti­
galits of the opportunity of ha.ving juries to 
d(·cidc' qnc•,tions of fact. It simply exempli­
lied the class of legislation which the present 
Administration, who claimed to represent 
the \Yorker' of the State, introduced for 
t!Jeir bc•ncfit. Juet as the Fair Rents Act 
!tnd incrrased the practice of legal practi­
t ioncrs in some cases by 50 per cent., and 
llufortunn to n1en of small n1cans had been 
n•nklcd in large enms by ;, a.y of legal fee&, 
he ,-enturcd to say so "onld the proposed 
nwn~nl'c have the same effect. He ha.d lJJ 

hesitation in saying frmn the meagre explana­
tion of tlw Minister, that the present Bill 
would increase the cost of law. It was 
pr0[10SL'd t 11at the appeal from the Small 
Debts Court, which lay at present to the 
Diotrict Court, should lie to the Supreme 
Conrt, and the hon. member had the hardi­
!Joo-cl to say that it would not cost any more. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It will not, eithc;·. 
lioN. J. G. APPEL: Apparently the ho•L 

member was ·drawing on the cr0dulity of 
those unfortunate persons \Y,ho. if the mea­
sure became law-which he hot1ed would net 
be the ,;ase-would have to pay the piper. 
The British people had always claimed the 
right to trial by jury, both 111 ciYil alJd 
criminal causes. 

The ATTOR»:EY-GE»:ERAL: \Ye arc not deny­
ing them !hat right. 

HoN. ,J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
·~aid it lVaB proposed to do a.way with j tni(''5 
Jll the lower court. 

The ATTORNEY·GEXERAL: Xo. There is a 
jmy in the Supreme Court. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Did not the l\lini>tcr 
sav that in the court which would haYe a 
jn~·isclidion up to £200 no juri< s would · ,, 
alknved '? 

Tho ATTORXEY-GE~ERAL: That is fO; bc;r, 
ihc rnan "-ho do(~s not like that ca11 go to tl'l~-; 
other court. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That was exaetl-;v 
\Ylwre a n1a.n, in enforcing hi~ right.·, wa~, 
mulcted in a large sum of mOJwy. He hu<l 
to go to the Supreme Court to get tho 
benefit of a j ur:;·. They were told b:: hm,. 
members opposite that they 'YCre the party 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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v hn wcrf' going to chcapPn la\Y. 1-Iad they 
cheapened anything· else'? 

Tlw ATTORC<EY-GEXERAL: Yes. State Insur 
.an re. 

IIoe<. ,T. G. "\P PEL: To-da ,. there "·ere 
p,·idences that the"- hacl cheapened nothing. 
lnlt had l'enderctl eYerything· clearer ancl 
ckarel'. This IYa~ another loaded measure, 
-,,d!jch lll'OpOSP{l_, in place of being a benefit 
to tho poorer !llCmbers of the community. 
nraeticallv t<J take out of their hands the 
opportuni'ty of obtaining justice ,. hich thc;c 
could now obtain. If it "as not taken out 
Di their hands, it could only he obtained at 
a Y8V much increased cost. He trusted that 
hon. ine1nbers '" \')ulcl carcfuilv scrutinise the 
measure. It was one that should be scruti­
Bi~cd. In eight out Df ten caf'cs, \vhen a 
measure was iutrodnrcrl by the prr cnt Ad­
lltiHistration, it "-a~ loaded and aimrcl to 
strike a blow at those less able to afford that 
kind of thing. 

::\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: He hoped that, 
with the experience the Attorney-General 
had gainod in the introduction of these Bills, 
he- would have come feeling in the way of 
P:-.:pediting- busin!'ss. lie felt confident tnat 
the Attorne_y-Gom'ral muet feel anythin:; but 
sati·>ficcl with the pDsition. He was '•truck 
"·ith the remarks bv thr hon. lllPmber for 
Too\\-oon1ba in rcga1:d to the cheapening of 
law. Did thP hon. member look ::ts thoug-h 
htY wa"' an indi,·jdual who was likely to 
cheapen law? 

.Mr. BREXXAK: I do not look as mean­
looking as you. 

Mr. T. R ROBERTS: Thcv had head 
from the hon. member for Tom;·Dombfl what 
the Bill was likelv to contain. That \vas 
\chat he objected to. Tho Opposition were 
just as much entitled to know the contents 
of any measurB that was coming before the 
I--Iousc as any hon. nwmber ~itting behind 
tlte Government. and probably they would 
be asked to tako tho second reading the fol­
Io" ing- day. At each stage the Minister got 
up and said that this was one of three Bills 

hirh were being introduced. He did not 
know 'vhethcr the hon. gentle nan would 
infer that it was absolutely necessary to pas' 
three Bills en bloc to make them oporatiYe. 

The SECRETARY J'OR AGRICPLTl'RE interjected. 

::Y1r. T. R. ROBERTS: He was quite 
certain that, if tho Secretary for Agriculture 
had his way, there were lots of things ho 
wcmld pass. He know that he occupied a 

ition on the Government ~ide flnd ho had 
pay some attention to that. If the hon. 

[Cntleman could gd the Gonrnm<>nt to come 
to a unanimous dccisi on on the chc~cse pooJ, 
the 1nen \.'ho \YCre a··king for it \V<:mld 
'peedi],- get that measure. 

The SECRETAP.Y FOR AGHICT'LTl::RE: Yon saill 
ont>-ide that you are opposed to it. 

C.Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: He was not opposed 
to it. I-Ie only \Yantcd tl:,, Ivlini'·ter to giyc 
~.ome attention to hi'; own troubJcv;:. I-Ic (:-/Ir. 
Roherts) "·oulcl look after his ov.-n. He 
would like to be informed if the Government 
,'i-~!rc going to continue the present s:vstenl 
o£ aplJointing justices of tho peace, and also 
what really wac the present system of appoint­
ments of ju~tices of the peace. He could 

•not understand it. He understood that the 
GoYernment had laid it down that a man's 
nan1e must be ~ub1nittcd through the hon. 
membCl' for the distt·irt. He would not say 
that ho appron•d of that principle. He "-"" 
unfortunate rnongh on one ocoasion to notice· 

[Hon. J, G . .Appel. 

in the Victoria Barracks that a justice of 
tllf' peace was abcolntely IWcdsar_y for the 
public com·enicnce. He submitted a name, and 
found that !ho man he snbmitted conld not 
h 0 appointeJ. He \Youkl do the Trf'amrer 
the courtesy and giYe hi1n crcdir of sr~~ving 
that. when it was brought under his notice. 
he rectified it. 

The TRE.\St'RER: \Yho was that? 
Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: It ,,-as a gentle­

man in thn hon. gcntletnan's 0lectoratc ,yhosE' 
name he (:'vlr. Roborts) haJ unfortunately 
submittocl. It was the policy of the GoYe!'!l­
rnent that names must be submitted b,- the 
hon. mcmLer for the dish·ict. , 

The TnEASrRER: I do nDt know anYthing 
at all about it. ·· . 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: You do. Yon 
initia Jlod the paper that 1ns submitted by 
n1e. 

The TnEASrREH: \Yhcn '1 

1\Ir. T. H. ROBERTS: When Mr. RyaH 
'Yas Pn•111ieJ'. 

The TREASl'HEn: \Vhy not go back to the 
cla)·s of :t\ oah? 

::\h. T. R. ROBERTS: The Go,-crnment 
had introduc ,_~cl a certaiu n1cthod of noininat­
ing justices of the peace, and he \YHS certain 
that in certain instances they had insister! 
on that being- carried out. 'Quite recently 
there had been a number of men appointer! 
as justices of the peace at Toowoomba, and 
those mcn--

Thf' CI-IAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
gentlcn1an is not in order in any coninH•ut hr 
makPs about the appointment of justices of 
the pf'aco at this stag-c. I-Ic would bf' quite 
in order in cliS<'ussing the matter on the 
EstimatE''. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Ho was quite' satis­
fied with the Chairman's ruling. He wished 
to show that there was a necessitv for amend­
in,; the Bill, and ho y, cts endcaYouring- to 
shZw thr Ministe1 where he might ' idon the 
scope of the Bill. 

The 'TREA~l:RER: You are getting a fair 
share of justire,c. of the peace. 

~[r. T. R. ROBERTS: He was not com­
plaining, bnt. he wanted to lmmY, if the 
Government desired to haYe justice,, of the 
peace no111inated in a certain 'vay, . how _it 
was that men had been recently appotnted m 
his electorate without his knowlcdg<' during 
the last fortniO"ht. All ho knew about the 
matter was that he had beEn askerl if he had 
3ny objection to certain ~ndiYidua1s being 
appointed. To be effechYe, one general 
svstem should b<' adopted. That \Yas the 
,:,,a"on why lw thoug·ht the Bill ehou!d be 
altered. 

The rrHEASrHEH: There tnight hr ~D111C 
~light confu~'-·~On about that 1natter. I "-111 sec 
VOU tO-lilOlTO"- abol!t it. 
, Question put and pa.s eel. 

The House re,umed. 
The CHATll'HN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution 'vas agreed tn. 

FIRST fiEADEG. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER \L prc-(•nte·l 
the Bill. and nwvcd-That ihc Bill be now 
rPad a first tin1e. 

Quc•;tion put and P'";ccl. 
The second reading was made an Or..ler 

of the Day for to-mmTO\Y, 
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Sl:"PPLY. 

Frx~\XCIAL SrAnon:sr-HE-'ic~,Jrnox OF 
CmnnrrEE. 

(Jfr. Tcincrtn, /Jris/wne, in the chair.) 

Question statecl~-~That there be granted to 
His ;ylajesty. for the service of lhc year 
1921-1922, a mnt not exceeding £300 to defray 
the salary of the Aidc~de~Cantp to His 
hxccllL'ncy the Governor. 

Mr. ·CORSETI (TJurnetl): I cong-ratulate 
Quecn.;land on the amount of revenue sup­
plied to the Treasury dm·ing· the la.-t hvclvc 
rnonths. The State i::; to be congratulated 
upon having br'en able to cc-ntributc that sum 
of 1nonc~: during these had ti1ncs: and it 
go( to show that the cry o£ the Go\ ernn1cnt 
that tl1crc lHh been no 1noney is not sup~ 
portecl by the evidence placecl before us in 
th•c Financi<tl Statement. The an::esthetic 
that has beDn adn1i11istored shows that ther-e 
i3 no cxrnse for the GovcrnulCnt to raise the 
cry of "No money!'' That cry is simply 
)lolitical chloroform doled out by the Govern­
ment to the people, but the ftgmTs disprove 
y,hat they say. -Ycry nwny things needLd 
to be done, but the Guvt~rnment refused to 
dCJ them during· the lu,.;t twche months. 
Uepairs to schools and other public buildings 
aro \Vanted cvcrywhen?, althongh last year the 
Guvernrnent spent no Ie,s than £20,469,000. 
Ju-t fanc;· that sum of money opcut b;· tho 
Government among ·-t 700.000 people. includ­
ing· £12,600,000 rccci 1·cd from revenue. Dur­
ing the ftnancial ,·car 1913·1914, the la~t year 
solelv a.:lministered bv another GoYcrmnent. 
tho 'sum of £6.900.000 was receive·[ fron; 
revenue. and the Stato \Ya\3 carried on suc­
('.essfully; but now it is carried on unsuccess­
fully, although nearly £6.000.000 more is 
raised in revenue bv the Go,~crnlncllt. The 
figures on page 9 of the Statcmflnt arc Yery 
interesting-, as s.ho\ving the an1ount of lnonc\~ 
the Government received when the" stat,~l 
the:v had no money. The £2o,ooo;ooo odd 
which the Government received last year doe• 
not include the £1.017.000 set aside for soldiet· 
•cttlcrnent, so that cannot be the excuse for 
the Government not having sufficient n1one~· 
to ca:Ty out the thin"s that are needed. In 
1917 the Queensland Government rcfuRecl the 
offer of the Commonwealth monev in connec· 
tion with the renatriation scherne. All tiro 
other States accepted the offer at the Con· 
fc·r<Cnce of Premiere and l\Iinifitcrs of Pnblic 
'Works. Queensland was the nn]v State which 
rcfusml the offer. · 

J\1r. CoLLr;o;s: You ha Ye emptied the 
House. 

Mr. CORSER : A lot of vou •, ~jlJ !Jo 
, 'nptiecl out permanent!,- before' long. 

;\fr. CoLLT:;~: You might he one yourself. 

Mr. COTISER: I don't think so. \Ye' end 
'he Go-.:crnn1cnt sa\-ing that theY \vcrc~ 
debarred frorn sccur{11g nlOlH'Y bcctlusr i-11c• 
bi_g fmancier on the oth.• l' sid,: of the world 
· ~·cro prevented lr· son1e nwan.; fron1 contri­
buting tho ncrc:- ~::iry rnon-ey: but we finfL on 
lookiLg up thf' figures. that since tho Gnvcrn­
nwnl took office tht'~· have spent no le~; a 
;·um tlnn £93.000,000. In spire of that 
, :::penditure, there aJ'0 Jncun· Inuch-nc('dcd 
v ·Jrk::; in th(' State that hav'c not vet been 
ron1pletcd. To giv-e OllC shocking" instance 
of w·herc the Govcrnn1ent 1H'o·lectcd to carrv 
out public >vorks for tlw \,·neflt of th;, 
srttlers, I have only to refer to the Proston 
Haihvay. Settlers \YCTe brought out from 
the old country eleven ye.ars ago. and placed 
<On land 40 miles from a railway. 

::\lr. Conr:-:s: \Yhat Gon·mlllent pnt them 
tllt'l'l) ': 

)JL CORSER: The Go,~cnnncnt that put 
thc'llt then: pa:::...scJ tho rajlway to Pro~ton in 
191~L In 1915 that railwa:': \YU~ ~tal'tC'd, and 
it i' not completed ;. 't. 

The TREASt;RER: Your Goverumcnt pac se<.l 
~ixtl't'll raihYays in 1914. 

Mr. CORSER: ConsiderablY more than 
you ·ha\ e be('n garne to pa::;:S Hnce. The 
L« I Jour Sl~.cretary for Hail·ways turned the 
lir't cod of the l'i'Ooton Raillvay in 1915, and 
fom· months latc'r it >~·a~ started. The 
l\Jinifiter comn1ehcecl the .~ go-slow" business 
\Yhcn he \Yhcelt"d th0 \YhcelbalTO\V ancl 
turned the first sod, but thC railway is not 
roluplctecl yet. There are no rails laid, and 
thC' -:rttlc~1~ arc still struggling ·while the 
grcatPr part of the lllO!H'Y voted has been 
SJ)CEt. 

::\lr. FoRDE: Your party promised the 
Alton Dmms Railwa:c, Lut thi, Government 
built it. 

::Ur. COTISER: Th0 late GoYCrnment left. 
the money to build it. Right throughout the 
Sta t(' raihvay construction has been closed 
clown. School buildings ha vc bPen neg-lected. 
and railway building.~ arc being neglccteJ; 
j Lbt for tbl' sake' of a coat of paint they are 
al]o\Yf'd to go into di~rcpair. Th.c raihvay 
engine" arc in need uf repair, and the lcak­
cw:c::: in the tube.:;; ha ,-e b"·en stop11ed '"rith 
sawdust. 

Mr. Forrm:: ~Will the ::\lanv Pc'aks to New 
Cannindah Hailway be built'? 

Mr. CORSER: Mv mind >voulcl be a' 
fimall as tho hon. genl:l0rnan's if I said that 
it would. Just to <how the state of tho 
ro1lin~·-:stovk. I \Yill read a paragraph \vhich 
I ha Ye he-re--

,, StatcmenB have been rcpeatedlv 
made that the rolling-stork on the Queen'­
! and raihvays is not generally in as goo{l 
a condition of repair a;; it should be. It 
is !mown that temporary exp~dicnts have 
been adopted to cl ea l with ernergencie'. 
A deputation of the Engine·clrivers, Fire­
rnen and Cleaners' Association intended 
to >vait on the Commissioner for Rail­
ways to-day with reference to the dosing; 
of leaking locomotiYes w·ith horse 
manure or sawdust. The association v;as 
urnvilling to take any responsibility in 
the matter without authority from" the 
heads of the depar\]11Cnt. Q;ving to thP 
Cmnn1:issioner's ten1porar~? ub~encc frorn 
officP, the association was nnab1e to 
obtain the desired audience. It is statc·d 
that >vhen the boiler tubes in locomotive.s 
arc found to be leaking. 1nanure or prf'­
ferabl:v sa,vdust vas placc::l in th0 water, 
a11d then forrrd into and stopped the 
lcHks tcn1porarily." 

That nppcarccl in the public Pres~. and the 
hon. grntlcn1an cannoc contradict it. I want 
tn point ont that. whil t thev spAlt 
£20,500.000, this thing· has been allowed to 

go on, o that thc next Govern­
[9.30 p.m.] ment that come into power will 

ftncl their mlling·stock and public 
hniidin~;~ dcprc:'iatrd in 'value for the vvant 
of attention N.;t o1l1v in these \Vavs havP 
thPy economised during this trrribie time, 
but thr: ha yr clo:::ccl railw,-, ,- sidings in 
ecunlt7 districts rig·ht throughout the StatQ. 
The.'; haYc closed do\Yll n1any rontdbution-.; 
to ho~pital . and in one· il1:tanrP in 1nv 
district theY actually fonnd thoy had pai(l 
some hundreds of pounds in donations that 

Mr. Corser.J 
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ehould not ha vc beC'n paid, and then they 
a3ked for ~t bad( 30n1e 1nonth3 afterc.card~­
\\·hrn they found out tlw n1lstakc. 

Tho rrHK".S(TRi:R: 'fhe Raihl. ay Deparhl1ent 
ga vc you ll101H'Y for a road once. 

:\h. CORSER: That is so. They gave us 
£100, and it was n1onov Wf-)11 spent. Priyate 
enterprise has been killed during this big 
1noncy bomn. Thc~c big collections of funds 
by !he Gm·ornmont ha•:e h>ld an effect on 
private enterprise. and the dopre-sion in 
trade that the Treasurer speaks of-it is one 
of tlw tme thing he did say in his casual 
remarks, and :"Olnctin1os cYnical rcn1arkl3-
was felt not only by the Go.vernment, but to 
a large C'Xlent by the poor individual "·ho 
has had to pay the income tax. 

The 'fREASURER: Don't be too harsh. 
Mr. CORSED. : I am not wound up yet. 

The depression in trado was felt by those 
people whom the Government drained more 
and more as the vears of their administra· 
tion ment on, ar"td they put the cap on 
~luring the last twelve months. Not only 
tho depression in trade but the want of 
c<Jnfidonee in this Government on the part 
of investors are largely re.;ponsible for the 
present position. The want of confidence of 
the man who is here and of the man who 
>~ould be likelv to come here has been Tuinous 
to the State,· and it is absolutely owing to 
the actionc of the Government. Hon. mem· 
bcrs opposite are always condemning the 
capitali&ts, and ~·et to-r!ny, if we only pos­
,;essed the eon[,dence of th<' capitalists, and 
could induce them to come here and extend 
our industries and cRtabljsh new onr'3. we 
would absorb all the unewployed and, in 
addition, deYe1op our resources to the benefit 
of the "~hole community. 

Mr. FoRDE: The Torv Government in 
\Y. est0rn Australia are in 'the same pos1t1on, 
and K ew Zealand and South Africa are the 
san1c. 

Mr. CORSER: Never mind about the 
Torv GoYernments there. This Government 
will-have to account for "~hat thev have done. 
Hon. me1r>hers on the <Jthcr side condemn 
the capitalists. and yet they arc capitalists 
themselves. Is a man who owns }-Jis o'Yn 
house not a capitalist? Is a 1nan 'ivho owns 
a fe11· cattle m· a block of land not a 
capitali,;t 1 lie is a capitalist in the true 
sense of tlw word. Hon. members opposite 
tlo not pradi"' wh<1t they preach in this 
regard, and they have made it impossible, 
throug·h their statemf'nts and their a·dminis­
tmtion, for new capital to come here. 
During "smoke-ho"' time at the Trades Hall 
on last Labour Day the Secretary for 
_,:\griculture n1ade this statement. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULT1JR£: How do 
you know I \vas there? 

Mr. CORSER: If the hon. gentleman did 
not make the statement, let him deny it. 
This is tlw statement he made there.-
" ''Labour should keep its mind on its 

objcctin ... ---produ" tion for use and not 
for pn:flt." 

The SECRET\RY FOR L\GRICULTrRE : Hear, 
bear! 

Mr. CORSER : ThP hon. gentleman admits 
the stat( ment. That hon. gentleman, in 
n1aking that staten1ent, \\ill not assist in 
opo:niug up lands in country districts by 
newcon1ers, becau~e 'vhat n1an i.s going out 
into the baddJlocks to carve a homo from a 
forest or scrub-to break hims0lf in health 
and work long hours and long years to try 

[llir. Corser. 

ant! make a farm out of the jungle, not for 
Jll·ofiL but to work for the State? 

).lr. CoSTELI.O: 'Vork for the love of it! 
~\lr. CORSER: The hoiL. geutleman might 

be clwcrccl at the Trades Hall for making 
such a staternrnt, but such an unreasonable 
statement cannot be said to be in the interests 
of the St;,te. Not so very long ago the 
\Yorkers' Political Organisation in my elec· 
torate a&lwcl that certain lands be opened for 
p0rpetual lea·e selection. I was able to 
anange that it should be Dptional whether 
it "as perpetual loa"' or h0ehold; but not 
one of these gentle-men who tried to dictate 
what tcnm·,, the farmers should ha':e applied 
for perpetual lease. They all applied for it 
nndt>r freehold 'onditions. The union 
agitator \Yho put forward a resolution like 
that is not going to apply for that land. 
He daims that the farmer has no right to 
arrange the conditions of the industrial 
worker, bl!t he claims that l1e, ao a Trades 
Hall repre,·entatin, should have the right to 
dictate "·hat tenure the farmer who goes 
into the backblocks to make a farm should 
ha Ye. 

Mr. FORDE: The producNs con .id er that 
perpetual lease is a good thing. 

).Ir. CORS'ER: This IS what an hon. 
ll1l'rnbcr said-

'· If an industry does not pay big 
\vagcs, then you should close that industry 
down.'' 

;\ir. CoLLIXS: They never said anything of 
the kind. They said a living wage. 

:\fr. COD.SER : " If it could not pay a 
big ''"ge it n1ust he f'Josed." 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGR!Cl'LTURE: "'ho said 
that? 

).Ir. COR.SER: That is the sentiment of 
hon. members Dpposite, and has been their 
~entiruent ever sincn they ha Ye been there; 
but now thov have to confront the electors. 
thev are tnino- to o·o ba.ck on ,,ome of these 
thi1;gs. · b a 

:Mr. CoLLINS: IV e won't go back; we will 
go forwar-d. 

l\Ir. COR SEE : Y on "ill go forward and 
fall right over the precipice .. vVe find in the 
ag·enda·paper of the Austrah,!n Labour Co":­
ference, to be held on the lOth October, tlus 
resolution is to be proposcJ-

" That the \\"ages f}Etcm shall be 
abolished, making it illegal to pay Dr 
receive wages. Six n1o11ths' gTace shall 
be allovve-d to arrange matters. and in the 
Il1eft.ntin1c tho Federal Go-rernmont, 
through the FedL'ral Bank, shall. loan 
sufficient Jnoncy to en1ployecs lll Indus~ 
tries at reasonable interest to enable the 
ernployecs to ~cc arc a. propri otorship 
~hare in the industric".> thl:y are cnc;·aged 
in." 

\\'110 j~ the capitalist if these people are not 
goin~.; to b(~ capitali~ts? The iutcrnational 
t.oclalis\-3 arc getting no:u·C'r hornr-, and the 
fricuds of these t~entk1nut baYe dearly set 
out whrct thcv mean to do IYith the cttpitalist. 
That clca.rlvv shows the rra~on 1Nh~· the capi­
tnli~t. Ol' tl1~ person wl1o has 1noncy to inYPs!·, 
luu bf'('fi wal'Y of cnning to this State. .This 
is the. statomc!Jt of the international 
•wciu}jst-

'· There can be no peace until tlm 
cnpitali;;;tic ~.-:,-stC'ln of production. is 
Cl boh:;hed, and there is one cla~s ow1ung, 
controJlin-g-. Blld operating the fields,_ 
factories, and \Yorkshops." 
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Lahnil' is c ''Ch'aYourillg- to kill industry, and 
I ~mnL•titnc:-: ·wonder v·d1dher it is in keeping 
with th0ir polif'~,' and a mt,ans to an end. 
since th,•i1· policy i> that there should be no 
capitalists at all. Is it their policy to dosnoy 
all the inclu-tries \'.e haYC in accorLlarrcc 
with their pi atform. b.ocause they do not 
bLiicYo in priYC~tc mynership and vYould 
sooner de:::;iro'~' indnstrirs than rn·oyidc 
C'ompcrFnl ion {u a fair \Ya''. 

At 9.40 jl.m .. 
Mr. F. A. CooPER, one of the Temporary 

ChairnH?n, rclieyed tho Chainnan in the chair. 
Th0 Tm:ASCRER: You ha Ye forg-otten to 

~lraF" in a fevY Bolsheviki. 

:\fr. CORSER: TJ,e hon. gentleman prob­
ably he·· dragged in a good fe"·, a.n:l now 
lw is trying to get rid of thcn1. 

Mr. CoLLlo;~: Did yon say that was a p~;·t 
of o1n· platform? 

Mr. CORSER : What I •stated I ~tand for. 
l\Iy statcn1ents VYere Vt:ry clear. 

The T"!E\· Cl'.ER: Thev would d<:d with vou 
in Russla. V V 

Mr. CORSER: If hon. gcntll'mcn opposite 
wish to assi,,t tho Stat<'. thev sho11ld endeav-­
our to assist tra.du'. In that regard they 
might ~hake up their Agent-General on the 
other ::;idc. and sec if h€' cannot do some­
thing to provide son1e assisbulCe. in view of 
tho slump in the beef tra-de particularly. 

The THEAsc-RER: \Vhat would you suggest 
to impt·ov-c the beef trade? 

lilt·. CORSER: \Yhen we have the honour 
of being on the other side, we vvill ca.rry 
out our .ideas. 

The TRFA~LRER: I an1 talking .about now 
-not hvcnty years hence. 

Mr. COR:"ER: If the hon, gentleman 
would likP to know how to administct· affairs. 
I will then toll him what I can. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTl'RE: Your 
u,nal idiotic rer)ly. 

i\Ir. CORSER : The hon. gentleman u.m 
make anothot· idiotic.: reply to this, if he 
likes. He is the man in the C<Lbinet who 
oug:ht to bC' able to use son1c influence 111 
the intercsh of the man on the land. The 
Govcrnn1rnt a.n_• very proud of their action 
"ith rog·ard to the wttr gratuity bonds. The 
Finauci~d Statcrnent says that the Govern­
ment had to purchase a number of the bonds 
and shovv· an example to the Commonwealth 
C ovc _·nJnent--

::..rr. co~TELLO : It was against their grain. 

::\Ir. CClRS!<:R: vVhetcas it was the a.ction 
of ~ho Commonwealth Government which 
rnadc it c~::0ntial that this Govcrn1ncnt should 
<:lo it in the intr,I·ests of the returned soldiers, 
who had to o:o to all sorts of extrem~;,: to 
nwkc the Tn_\surcr. fulfil his pron1ise. For 
a long inH~ the• re V, ::s a controversv on as 
to whether the Treasurer had m<Lde a opromise 
to th8 returned eo l-dicrs that he delayed 
fulfilling, and the soldier' ha:d repeatedly to 
mc~1t hirn by deputation; and it \Vas not until 
tb·ir demands obtained the sympathy of 
fom-fifths of the people of the State that 
the C~ovcrnment were compelled to do their 
duty to the wldier. 

The TREASCRER: I ri8C: to a point of 
o;·de1-. I eo !led the meeting myself. 

OPPosrno~>: ::\IE1IBERS: That is not a point 
of order. (Laughter.) 

"'lr. CORSER: I accept the Treasurer's 
repudi ~tion of himself. What is this they 
h<'ast flbont '? The Treasuret rea.d out a 
paragnq1h. ",'" ritten in glo\ving tcrn1s, stating 
that thcv had taken over £58.918 worth of 
bonds. Th<"' got value for it.· 

The TRK\cc-RER: ::\'o-papor, \Ve cannot 
sell t.hem. 

)fr. CORf'ER: They could not sell them, 
bnt tllPy are getting interest on them. The 
Gov-ernment ha YO the value of the bonds. or 
the soldiers would not have got that much. 
The soldiers are getting v-cr:-- little out of 
the State. 

=\Ir. RIORDA:>;: They got very little out of 
the Commonwoalth-onl) that bit of paper. 

Mr. CORSER : The Commonwealth Go­
v-ernment promised to cash those bonds when 
tlw· became dnc. and thev are fulfilling that 
pro"mise. That is the re-ason wh:v this Go­
vernrncnt arC' taking them on. In each of 
two vcars the Trc·a--urcr placed on the Esti­
ma tr.s the sum of £25,000, and in another 
vcar £50,000, and not on one occasion did 
the Government expend anything like that 
amount for the benefit of tho soldiers. l 
vvould like to draw th~ attention of the Sec· 
rotary for Agricnltnre to this point-

'· Tlw Gov-ernment felt that the ser­
vice·" of the returned men should be 
recognisecl in deeds and not in bonds or 
pron1ises.'' 

That j- the pL•dge. the promise, and tlw 
policy of our party. 

:\fr. COLLI~S: Have you got a policy? 

J\fr. CO!lSER.: \Ye have a polie''· When 
the Gc.-vernment boa't th<Lt they recognised 
that the returned soldiers should benefit in 
deeds and not in bonds. I say they should 
carrv out that policy and give to the returned 
soldiers the deeds for their i<Lnds, and not 
a nape1· bond having .a ninety years' cur­
rer{cy. Our policy provides absolutely thrct 
tlw soldier shall got the deed and not the 
bond of bis land. and that he shall be the 
whole owner of that land. I am surprised 
and asha.rnecl to think that the Minister, who 
claims to hav-e had ·omc experience in an 
agrarian occLlTHttion. should remain jn a 
C~1 binet ,shich i'3 'doing such an injustice to 
all ~ectioDs of agTicultnrists who have to 
tokc np lrmd. The Act jlt-m·ides that the 
ag<·J mother of a deceased son may be pro­
vicled vviih a piece of land as though she 
were the returned -.-oldier with hdl rights. 
F'anrv giYinu- to 'lut old lady a perpetual 
h•rtsc" o·r· a 'nridd~·-pear selection or some­
thino· c ~,e 1 -'\Yould it not be better to give 
lwr ~thP de0d ..... ~o that in her lifetin1e she• 
rni~ht lw "ble to make some nse of it, and 
nof ofkr hN a perpetual lease, as this 
UovCl'lllllcnt a.lways do? 

The TRrt.ScRER : ·' By your deeus ye shall 
be j L!dged." 

:\Ir. COTlSER : The Yoto which was t<Lken 
to-night sbovn that the Gov-ernment have 
been iudged. I c:n afraid the Treasurer 
do s ri'ot know much about this section-but 
the Sccret<Lr" for lurricultme might-or he 
'·oulrl not hin·e mad<" the statement he has 
done 'dth reJald to thr> State Advances 
(

1 oqJoration. 
Tlu: Sc:cm:nRY FOR AGR101'LTCRE: \V.hy are 

yon ~o hard on 1110 to-night? 

Mr. CORSER : I vmnt to g-et somebody 
to bite. The Financial Statenwnt says that 
the State Adv-ances C'Jrporation has boon 

Mr. Cor;<".] 

.. 
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brought undL'r the Treasury. The Treasurer 
read that as though he "·ere proud of it. 
EvPt':V sdtlc;· kno\YS that the Department of 
the Treasurer is the most imposoible and 
hard department. and that the Treasmer 
is the most impossible and hard person under 
·whmn to put the administratio11 of advances 
to settlers. I am not going to say anything 
again~t the hon. gcntlen1an. 1-Ic is pretty 
genPro11s iP P0111e c,~ses, if you study the 
Finanrift! Statement. The funny part about 
this ie !hat. while thcv have advanced a cer­
tain amount to the · settlPr and to people 
dcsil'oll3 of erecting' workers' d'.vellings. thPy 
have bC'cn achanring 1noney that had been 
rdurncd from the settler. The whole of the 
ndvancc.s for the lmelve months have been 
from mon<':· thnt "·as held by the Corpora· 
lion h·eh·c rnunths ago. So there has been 
no lW1Y lllol!C':v advanccJ: they aTe carrying 
on the Corporation in a. tighter way than it 
was f'<:tlTicd on bcfurc-thc adYanccs arc 111ore 
restricted. 

The 'THLA,'LR':H : Do you challenge one 
figure• there·'? 

:Ylr. C'Ol1SER : 
statPrncnt~. 

The Tm:.li' t HER : 

rm challenging your 

say yon aro incorrect. 

~.lr. COHSER: I am going to prove that 
"·hat I '":'. is correct. 

Thn rl\~l'\SrRER: Do YOU l'8l1lC'lllLer iho 
viciou:; uttacks vou u~ru. to 1nake on the 
(_\ IllH!i"''-'iOlJt'l''? " 

}h. C'ORSER: Yes, and I L>lew him ant. 
(Laughtr>r. I You pNlplc-. or i-omconc else. 
anangcd for him to g·d £10,000 in unler tD 
g·et ri c1 of b in1. The Treasurer 1nakes the 
boast tllat for the last financiel vear the 
GoYcrnlno-nt hav0 adyanced to tlH_: "'L·ttlt;I'-3 
£674.784. "·hic:lt is the highest annual PXJWtl­

diturc during the last five ye ur~. That is 
an in('OtTc>l·t :-tuU!Jnent. The Tr(•a::-urcr then 
adds-

.. I onl.Y ctnphasise the paragraph 
alluve fnr the hPnPfit of eountn· Incmbcr~. 
who at tiuF·s display shocl~iug i·~nor~ 

. auce upon our transactions in 1nattcl'S 
appertaining to the State Arh·anc:rs {\n·· 
poration." 

The TnEASl:REH: Hear. hear! 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman's 
statement that that was the largest amount 
is inc<Jrrcct, and was deliberately made to 
try and misl0ad the selectors. \Ye !1nd that 
in 1916-1917, and 1919-1920, the sf'ltlers 
recciyed more from that institution than they 
dicl thi; year. If the TreasEt·er denies that 
he d+_'nics hjs own fignro~. 

The TREASl-HER: I do not deny J•tY own 
statement. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. g-entleman has 
denied these fig·uJ·cs. If he will look at hi, 
Statement. he ,,ill find that. in 1920-1921, 
the vdvancf':" nnc1PI' the Settle1·s B1 anch \Ye:re 
£260,609. \Yhich he claims is tlw bigg-cot 
year; yet the ach·ances the :·car heforo i 11 

the same branch \Ycrc £326.926. and 
£293.871 in 1916-1917. It is apparcut that 
the 1_,rN! -urcr)s staten1c11t \\as n1islearling, 
and that his contradiction is also misll 1ding_ 

The :rnEASl'RER: You arc· only giYinp; one 
~et u£ f1gurrs. 

Mr. CORSER: I make the 'ta!Pmcnt t.hat 
the agTicu1tural settler i~ bei11g clc. \:in'd hy 
the 8-:-ntcmPnt. Thc1·~ i~ a cl0r-rcn-..r tl1is 
:·ear in th(' ndYanccs undr:r the ;-:;cttlf'J'~ 
Branch uf £66.317, and a. large incrr·a-c of 

[Jir. Corsrr. 

nrh·anf'E'.3 lllHlcr th0 \Yorkr-1''3 1 D"·clling . .::; 
Branch. The hon. gentleman. sure] y. is not 
going to sav th:n he is doing- good for the 
'<'ttlcr. \Ye 1Youid like to have a signed 
report in ( onu0ctl on with the State .--\.dvances 
Corporation, sl•oiYing ·what 1non0y has been 
adyanc,'Jd. "\Yhat an1ount has been repaid, and 
"\Yhat number of adyanccc; haYo b0o11 nuuJe in 

HlCTtion \Yjth our settler:~ 

The TREISrnER: The information 1Yltich is 
in tb(~ Statc1nent ran1e direct £ro1n the n1ana­
gl'r, aud you can ]Kl'nse the papers. 

:\Ir. CORSEH: I slmll take the opportu­
J;ity of doing- w. \\~e find that the advances 
uncl<•r tlw Sc·ttlerc Branch 1''Pl'C £260,000 last 
Year. and under the \\~orkcrs' Dwellings 
Branch £258.000. Ju the la~t report it \Yas 
.::;tared that the ayr:ragc rcqu.irf'd for a ~ct­
t:cr to ( -stabi: \1 .a furn1 and ltnprovo nnd 
otock it ··.ras let" per accepted applicant 
tl,,J, tl1c iich-a~><cc tu the man 11ho O\Yned a 
\\ ~~·!·kt>l':3' d.v;elltnrr." The mun who bnilt n. 
dwelling in Bri.,banc received a bigger 
a<htuJcc than the settler in the back country 
JPceived to build his home and fence his 
1and. rncl stock and ituprovc it; yPt the 
(Joyrrnnlcnt. "\Y011(1Cl.' \Yhy thC' countl'y i::: not 
b0ing ovencd up auLl settled. ThP nc_ces­
sity for elose inquiry i11to tlw applicatwns 
Lt'fon) granting then1 is adrnitted by tl~e 
Treasurer in bjs Statement. I ln1o'v that 1t 
is galling to the Treasurer to hrar anyone 
speaking- i11 the intc•rests of th~ 111~11 DUt 

back; a]](] it is no doubt gallmg to the 
SPcrPtarv for AuTiculturc•, who pught to be 
supportil1g the ;t'ttlcrs bnt who is agreeing 
to the continuance of the hardships which 
t1H'Y have to endnrc under the prc,ent. Adrnin­
i 0 b:ation. \Ye heard the· Tr0a~urer the other 
da sw· 1"Jwt he dj.J llOt u;_akJ• ~lt1Y:lDC8S to 
c;-•1\ al ::--1 L :.;;rtt lt~l'~ bcrar! -•, it ·,\·as nor to the 
ndvanta .:.·~ uf the appliC'anb to do :-o. and 
that js ''"a:3 sa\·ing fool· fro.n thrtll!:lolv-cs. 
That i3 a nice ~tatt•nwnt to n1ak<..· in regard 
tD n sc·ttlrr "-ho i:.: struggling in rhe back­
blocks '"ith his y·ifc and f;:unily, and ,,-ho ha.s 
rnade ~n appli('ation for as:-.istanre t~-, enable 
hin1 to vlant his Cl'O}JS and Inake lmprOYC'­
:·lC'1l!:J on the l<Jnd the? GovPl'llJnent haYe 
vnt hin1 011. The n a:2-on th('y do not g0t an 
adyancc js l1z~eau::.;; the Treasurer '"8.YS he· 
j~ saving fools fro1n theinseh·es. 

The TRE.\St'REH: You know that i·~ untrue. 

J\h. CORSER: I know it is tme. The 
Statement also states-

•· Helie£ hns been giYen in 1nanv case';> 
where hardship would haYc been Sllffercd 
by struggling settlers." 

The Tm:.\SURER: Ilear, hear ! 

:Ylr. CORSER: I have known settlers in 
mv Llistrict who, after strugg-ling eight years 
mid making all their interest and redemp­
tion pavmPnts c,~Pry half-year. havo had 
poslccl ~n their gate• h,Y the officers of the 
institution a P.eizurc notice, to the effect that 
in one n1onth's tin1c th{' b:nant \Yith his 
familv must lean• the farm. Talk a bout the 
old i1·iBh -landlord :-Ystcin: I aJn a"3llarnl'd 
of the Trc•asurc~r f111o"wing that to hP done. 

The TRPISl'HEH: \Yho is the· man·: 

::\Ir. CORSEH.: T [is nanw t< Brad.-!ww. 

TlH' TRE.\Sl'REI: · \Yhat ·did he uV,'('? 

:\Ir. C'ORSEH: ITc- had hdf1llccl a !I hi~ 
oLligatlon:-;. and all he owrd \Yas tlH' cuh·ance 
1nadc for a pu'iod of year~. ~\._ frrr :-trong 
l'l'prcscntation.s Ly lllyself~ aJJd n1011ths: r:f 
:-:<truggling, the institntion achnittcd th11t 1t 
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\Ya-s \\TOll'" for thcv Jid not rro on "\Yith 
the ::-Pizur;.' 1-Iad it· not been fo~ n1y rep re~ 
oenLtions, the mnn would haye been eYicted 
hmn hi~ home. as others ar(' llcing- 0victcd. 
There an; notiC<':'i of sPizurc on 1nOn~ fnnns 
than one to-day. 

The TnEAS17REil: Eycryone has a fair heaT­
ing. 

Mr. CORSER: Can anyone imagine the 
hon. gentleman's depmtment giYing them a 
fair hearing in case of trouble'! I could 
giYc hundreds of instances. 

The TREASI-RER: I '>ill challenge you on 
that. 

l\1r. CORSER: I an1 not taking on a 
''fifty quid" bet with you. (Laughter.) One 
returnrcl 1nan has had an advance fron1 the 
bank, but he sank a well with his o•·· n 
money. Listen to what the department said 
to him-

" It is also uoted that a hand pump 
has be0n attached to your "ell, and I 
would be pleased to learn as to whether 
this pump can produce a scn-ieeable 
~uppl:; of water." 

\Ylwt the dcYil has it got to do with the 
irrstitution whether a hand pump he proYided 
with hi;; own n1oncy on a well h{) sauk hin1-
ocli '"an JWOYidc a sen-iceable supply of water 

oT not? He had morf' intelli-
[10 p.m.] gene~' than the Government-he 

''·as a returned soldier. I can 
giYL' thn Treasurer his nan1c, and challen!re 
hitn 011 that statcrnent or anv othe~· Gtaten1e~1t 
1 n1akr. A o:.; an instance to Sho1Y tho Govern­
lnenfs ,, ,"lnt of ]onicncv, I -,vonclcr if thc\­
will he prone! of this o Here is a lette'r 
,. ritten to a soldier--this is not a '' Minister 
for Lands" casr, but au AgTicultural Dank 
( l5C--

·• I hnx'-' the hollour to ac~dlOI\ h_dgo 
r<'cc·ipt of :rour letter of the 23th instant, 
c•~king that your interest in Agricultural 
Fartn No. a8549, l\-anango district, n1ay be 
prcsrrYccl during your absence on ac:tiYL' 
~rrvice, and. in reply, to iuforrn )OU that 
your n_·quctlt is approved." 

That ''"'" in September, 1915. Utcr he had 
~.tone to the 1.Yar. on 4th Dcccllllw1·, 1915, hi~ 
IYifl' rPr,~·i,~cd this notirc-

.. Take notice that. under the .\gTicul­
tura l Bank Act (Consolidated) of 1914. 
the undcrnientioncd amonnbs arc duo on 
ndxnnr€s tnadc to you. and •xiil be pay­
able at this office on or before the l>t 
day of January next." 

With these \Yards in red ink-
,, So1ne special effort Illust lx~ 1nadc to 

:.:;nb,,rantiallv reduce the arrears, to 
obYiatc hn,~·sh measures being re!3orted 
to .. , 

TlH' Tm:ASCHER: \Ye have changed that. 

'.lr. \OH.SEH: The Governmcut han' to 
lH' rl'sponsible "-hc1hcr they haYe changed lt 
or not. 

'.!1·. GLn":ox: \Ylw sent that letter·: 

'.Tr. CORSEH.: The managing· director of 
: uttr A~_tricultural Dank. 

'.lr. Gu:Dsox: A man appointed L,· yam 
GoYl'l'llllif'nt 

:\lr. CORSEIC: I \\ill g·ive you something­
" little l1it nearer in clat1·. On 12th :\Jay. 
1"117 th~' !l'OIJrl lad\· -..-dw;:;;c l1usbnnLl was fight­
i - ·r,~cl'i\~~s this r'rmn the' State B~111k authD-

"You are hereby notified that if the 

an1ount..:;; due to 31st Dc('L'Ittber last (uf 
IYhi{?h you haYl' already had nob{'e}, 
rogethl'r "-lth pcnalt.; for late payn1ent, 
art' not JMid by 15th J nnc next. poocP'­
;;.ioJJ \\ i1l be t J\.en of yonr holdiHg' jn 
accordance ,:vith the conditions under 
v:hich your loan \;;as grantpcl. ., 

Po11. J. G. APPEL: Sharue: 

~1r. CORSl{:R: Later on slH' rN~t·iYed thi~-
'· I haYe to inform you that I <..llll in 

n'ePipt ()£ a rPport up~ll ~-nue hu-:lJ<u.d'..; 
property. stating that prac:ica11;.- tht) 
\Yholo of the clearc 1 ]ant! (100 ac-rrc) i5 
h ighl~· infc-:tcd with waU le and ~-oung­
~:TnU ulldcq~.Towth, and to inform ~-01.1. 
that if YOn .'-,.re not in n po:-::iticn to \York 
;h0 Jn'0 1Jcrty and ::-e~' tht1.t ntmc 1:-:: not 
ne- r1c{'tcJ. jt would lw ach·i~ublc to 
n:dcayc n· to ol1tain a h'nant \l·ho would 
ir)(_)k aFtPl' th0 fann in YOttl' }lu~l)ctlld. 
intn·c.-.t~ during hi.;;; nhs()nCc at the ,,-ar.·· 

:\Ir. GLI::nso~: "\Yho signl .J it·: 

:\Ir. CORSEH.: 'J.'lw Commi;o-ioner of the 
Uon~rnment's Bank..~ J\1r. Fo,-dr-:. 

T\Jr. Gl.EDSOX: \Yhd is he l10\Y ·: 

Mr. COHSEH: ]\T,,_-er mind what lw is 
nn\r. I-I(· i:'-i d1o 11tan wl1o!n tlH' CoYPl'J11tH'nt 

ap110i1Jted. and Yhn.t has lwppPllt't~ :-~Jl('(' will 
11ot rdicYt' that 1ad\· of tlir> ~nHt>ri1Jg.~ ,;:he 
flXJJcrieu(·cd dnriug 'her hn::'hJud·~ ab~c_.Ilee. 
The Govennnent torturccl hcl' and tormcnt._d 
)lt...'r. a~ thry haY(' Iuany otbrrs, and now th.ey 
hayc• got the f'oldicrs ho_me they arc not grv­
in~ thc1<1 an~· 1norc assJStancL·. 

),t 10.5 p.m .. 
Thrc CHAIR)L\X n'sumcd the ch{]il'. 

Mr. C'ORSER: Take the "Repudiation 
c\cl." The Gon'mment ea\· that the big 
:_Jquatrcr i~ the rnan thoy arc "getting at.,, 
The retumed coldiPl' is being ··got at." too. 

OPPOSITION 1\11:liBERS: Hear, !war 1 

:\Jr. C'OHSEH.: 1 lun-c here a letter \Hincn 
lJy the Lands Dcparnncnt to a rotm-ned 
:·~JdiE'l' '-dJD JJought a ~mall grnzing· farrn--:­
llut a :~tHtion---in 1920, aftrr he rtune baek 
from the \Yar. dclllHHdiiJg llnymc•nt of three 
y, ar.;;' bnck rf'Ht. Dtniug his tcr1n of sflrvi::c 
~t~· the war it \\as owned b!- son1ebod~· else, 
but whc•n lH• ca:ne bacl< and bought it, the 
rt'Jl;tdiation Act came down on him. 

lIon. J. C. ~\PPEL: Scanclalom ~ 

:1-lr. COH.SEH: He ""'" Cllllcd upon to p,,.y 
hack relit for throo year.> dming which he 
did not mYn l·ho farn;. and during which he 
\Yas at the war. That is the effect of the 
repudiation Act, which the GoYcrnment 
claim onlY hit::; the big sqnattcr, although we 
kno1v tlu{t more grazing- fanners th_an pas­
toral lc.-J . .:.;pos arP affc"ct.rcl. The solchcrs (an 
still he y]ctimi~cd and chargcl in rcs}1eCt. 
of ~onlctlling- they dicl not owu while they 
wore fi ghtiug for the Sta tc. 

:\1r. T. H. H.OBERTR: The la to mcmb0r for 
( 'arnanon forer·astcd that "b0ll the Bill '.;as 
!Jcfore tlJc House. 

'.lr. C'ORSER: The Gonrnnwnt claim 
t1wt thP_;· cannot. get r:1 loan frmn the {.'.nn-
nroHwealth to msi ,t them. Tll 1917 
rPfuscd n1onc,:. In 1918 tJ1e { ;, 1n1noniY{ 
GoYcrnmcnt '_gaYC thc111 an thoy \Ynnt_L 
u·rryr- thrm £625 for CYC'l'Y rt'tnnwd 6oldH'_r­
~lnd tl1r,\ arr- asked n101'C1~- to uthninis.ter that 
on behalf of tho U.epatrlatimt ('on1n11ttC'·f'. 

Tb; SECIEL\RY FOR PcBLlC L\XD~: \Ye ;_u_·f.:: 

rPqulrcd to pay Laek cycry ~hi1ling. 

Mr. Corser.] 
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}lr. COltSEH: Tbc so]Jicl's are paying it 
i~-,H~,~~- a/~~~. tlwy arC' paying it on 11crpotnal 

S• 'RI·:L\H' FOR I' L"DLTC LA~TJS: All(1 
tl-H',\' (trP not. 

::\lr. CORSER: In most cases thev arc. If 
rnnch of the land the GoYcrntllcnt 'put t.hPln 
0~1 \V a' likf' \S011le \YO have seen ar TI,dd 
Hills--

The SfTRET.\HY FOR p CBLTC LAKDB: \\"hat 
lwppenecl at Bald Hills·~ 

Mr. COHSER: We hurl to g<•t a Loat tu 
vit'\V some of it. IF the Go\'Prlltnfmt \Yore 
~·0ing in for a lagoon. or settling sailor::.. 
in~tcad of sohE(·n:. thl~rc might Le sorncthing 
i•1 it. \Ye hnn• heard a good deal about the 
t~ pp£'r Burnc'tt ,:.;oldiPr scttlernont ~Scheme 
£r.Jtll hon. Il1L·mbcr3 opposite. 

Tlte SECRETARY FOR L.\Kll8: You do not like 
t·h .r. 

:\lr. C'OHSErt: I do not like the Govcrn­
Hlc;_'nt's ::;nggestion. rrhcv have not Yet 
launched a seb emc for soldier settlement· in 
th.· upper Burnett. :'\o one would like the 
:-;chen1C for the scttlc1nc11t of many settlers 
in o Jarg-!~ an•a more than the hon. me1nber 
~ur the di,,rriet himself. I hayc always been 
1nterestcrl in the Upper Bumctt scheme. I 
regret that the Governnwnt in asking for 
t,hc £2,000,000 loan, had not' a semblance of 
a sugg(•stion fo1· a s0ttlerncnt schen1c to put 
before the Imperial Government or the 
Cunmonwcalth Govennnont. 

The SECHF.T.\RY FOR Pc:nLTC LAXDS : Are you 
not 1norc intoref'tcd in lJrangan? 

Mr. CORSER: L'rangan is not in my 
electorate, and the Upper Bl!rnett is. liran­
g-an is our gate to future markets. Does the 
hon. gentleman claim that £2 000.000 would 
pro,-idc for a settlement scheU:e after build­
ing three big railvva} s ·r 

Tho SECRET.\RY FOH Pl·nLTC LAXD": Yes. 

?IIr. CORSER : When }fr. Hunter was trv­
ing to secure all an1on11t of 1noney fron1 tl;e 
F.·-ch·ral Gm·ernmcnt in 1917. at the confer­
ence of PrernlPrs and I\IinistPrs for Lands 
he said- ' 

"\.Ye ha.-c in the Callide Vallev an 
aro:c of 1.000.000 acres which v.ill ~ottlc 
6. 700 soldiers. For that we want 
£4,000,000. \Yt~ han~ in Northem Bur­
nett an area of 1.467,000 acres on which 
we can settle 9,000 soldiers. For that 
we reqnire £5,000,0CO. That expenditure 
is inclnsi,·c of raihva vs." 

There we. iincl that £9,000,000 was wanted 
for two ra1hvays, and } et the present Gon~rn~ 
ment's scheme asks for £2,000,000 for three 
railways. 

The SECRI:TAHY FOR PrBLTC LAXDS : He \Yas 
cu1uplainiHg alJout the amou1:t of moneY that 
\>·onld be required for scttleawnt after ·huild­
iLg the raih\ a~·s. 

:Hr. CORSEH: \Yere the Go,·ernment ~o­
in,; to build railways and not cettle the 
orJldim·s on the land? The Government 
s,·heme asks for £2,000,000 for the settlement 
of soldien and gives no dei ails of the scheme 
or of how thc5· arc going to settle thcrn. ' 

The STHJ:J\RY FOR PcBLTC LAKDS: Don't 
yuu think a good Quecnslandcr would wajt 
~tntil he got the fnll schen1c frmn mo lat0r 
Hl- :c-.:tcl. r)f dannling the Govcrnn1cnt, as you 
a i'B dOIng JHHY? 

:\Ir. COHSEH: I ]w,·c read the Cornmon­
WBaHh t·cpurt on what the Minister had to 

f.Mr. Corser. 

~av. ~o ~ehcn1c was ~uLutittcd tn the 
C~nnnolnYNdth (;un)rnn1f'l1t \Yhc·u the State 
l;o\·(·l'lllllC'l1t asked for the 1110llCy. 

The> SECRETAHY FOR l'l'BLTC L.\xns: They 
!uno no cchemc. 

}lr. C'CJRSEH: The QueeJJclancl Gm·ern­
n1ent did not snbn1it any f.:_·hf'rrlC' wheu they 
ai'ked for the £2.000.000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC I. \X Dei: \Ye did. 

Mr. CORSER: Yon did 1wt. \Ye have 
c•;-iucnee that in 1917 £9,000.000 1ras wanterl 
L,· the LaLour Gon•mmcnt to Luilcl two 
of thP rail,Yays. The prcsC'nt GoYL•rlUDent 
arc putting· another railwa"· in. ami they 
are only asking for £2.000.000. and they eau­
not g:;rt it LcrausC' it is not for a settlement 
scheme at alL The L'rangan railway cost 
£60,000. The Port l'vlar:cborough scheme had 
£14.000 to its credit, and the Go,-Cl·nment 
took tbe money because l}rangan had been 
built bv another GoYernment. If the 
£2,000.000 muld be secured to open up the 
latter port Ol' ono of those agricultural rail­
ways, it \Yould cost £500,000 and the Govern­
ment would still have £1,500.000 to help 
settlers to go on the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:DLIC LAXDS: 1'\othing 
of the kind. You are misrepresenting the 
case. 

Mr. CORSER : The Government arc only 
asking for money to find work for men and 
keep thcmseh·cs in their job. That is aiL 
Tf they could ha,·e got that mone:.· at the 
expense of soldier settlement, the Govorn­
nH'nt "·ould start on all the railwavs and 
sn.y. '·'Ye are ;;:pending nloncy on ~soldier 
settlements." The £2,000,000 would have 
Leen debited to soldier settlement and we 
would have been building railways out of it. 
The ':11inister admits that not ono of thom 
prm·id<·d any scheme to settle ; oldicrs when 
they got the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR p CDLTC L.\xDS : I did 
not admit any such thiug. 

Air. CORSER: You admitted that 
£2.000,000 wos enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLIC LAXDf' : I said 
it \Yas enough to build the railwa:.~s. 

~c,r,,. CORSER: That i· "·hat I contend. 
Yet tlw hon. g-entleman calls ir a -cttle­
ment schc1nC'. 

The SECRET.\RY FOH PcnLIC L,\xn:,: ~o. 

l\lr. CORSER: Thr hon. gentleman rs 
backing- and filling no·,,·. He said that 
£2.000.000 wrrs enough. and vet Mr. Hunter 
in 1917 claimed that £9,000,0·'0 was required. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pl:BLJC L.\XD'• : That i" 
"·hat >Yas required to settle them on the land 
and build the ra il>~·ays. 

Mr. CORSER: He claimed that it would 
eust more than that. 

The SECRET.\ BY FOR PrnLJC L.\XDS: It >nmld 
not co"t as much as that no>'·. 

l\Ir. CORSER: Under the present c:o,-"rn-
n1ent? 

The SECHFT.\RY FOR PrnLTC LAxns: Y 0<. 

}lr. CORSER: \Yhy do not the expenses 
in ~,onr UoY0rnn1ent department<:. conw 
do-v1n? "\YhT' do the GoYernn10nt not do n10re 
with the ioa·n moncv? The Governnwnt havo 
not done their uu'tv to the ,<oldiers or to 
the l~pper Rnrnctt., 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR f'l-BLlC Ll'\ili': \Ye lwve 
clollC' rnorc for t!oldif'rs than ally other State 
in the c,mmwnwealth. 
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}.fr. COHSEH: I am sm-r:· that the hem. 
i.--' utiL'lllan imagine';;; atP:· ~uc·h thing·. The 
soldier.' ha Ye had b> snffc,. for it. The Go· 
YC'flllllt>Dt hrtYe n (ine U'ITitm·y in the L...-ppcr 
Burnott area. TlH'rl' is not in Queensland 
an ft1'0<1 of ('if01' !1 Ja·Hl like it. 

Thf' SECRET.\ RY FOR p l BLTC I .. \:\PS : y l'S. 

i\lr. COHSER: The GoYenmwm han' been 
lliC'ssing and n1uckiug· about l'Yl'l' since 1915. 
and tlH•re i.:;; not a tnilc of radway attcn1ptcd 
and not one shO\·clful of soil tunwd oyer. 

The 8ECRET.\RY FOR PI-BLTC' LAxn.;;;:.: Q·yring 
to the llalTO\nnindc<11lL'~ .... of hon. n1rmbcri3 
<>Pllositl'. 

Mr. CORSER: Because of the GO\·ern· 
ment"s political partisan >Yay of dealing >Yith 
raihvay ron~truction. Thl' (]oYPl'llll1C'llt could 
]ul\~c built the raih,·avs ont of thl! increased 
n_·vennc that lnt~ t··:CciYetl. 

1Ir. I-IARTLEY: ~onscnse: 

Mr. CORSER: During th0 GoYPrnmPnt·s 
tL•rm thP_v ha.-e spc·nt about £93.000.000. \Yhy 
cculd the~" not haY(' put ~on1c of that into 
soldier t-cttleinent sinre the ''"ar b0gan and 
provide <1 sche1ne. They haYC' 'ra~ted the 
nlnlH'~'· 'Thr> GoYC'l'lltncnt haYP mucked about. 
and 110\V tht y/ rmne wlth the rry that they 
hnYP 11ot got (·nough HlO .. L'Y to start "oldicr 
settl0 rllf'nt:-;. 

Thr RECHtT\.HY FOR Prruc L.iXD~: \Ye ran 
gt:'t it. 

Mr. ( 'ORSER: \Yhy do you not·: 
?.lr. TLu:.'ILEY: \YLat n bout tln"' Canunrrra 

lllill '1 \Yho cloc•.'ll thnt mill·: Th<' Comm~m­
lYC)H lth UoYC'rnniCilt. 

11r. COR SEll: Who clooed the 
un5cnic 1nine and BaralaLa C"oahnin('. 
State arsenic 111inP should neYcr ha Ye 

-clnc:cd. 

State 
The 

he en 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Yho clo·cd the tra>Yler? 
. ivlr. HARTLEY: Approxin'atel;-; £200 more 
1s charged fm soldiers' hou>cs bv the Com­
Jnonwealth GoYcrnn1ent tl1an ~is charged 
UIHlcr the Queen.slnnd UoYcrnmPllt for the 
.'a me da:.:~ uf house. 

1Ir. CORSER: Tlw Uo\-crlltncnt _,hut dovdl 
for thr00 1nonths against arh-aHc :s for 
worl.::C'r.s' dwellings in order, i11 the Trea­
:--nrer's .. \Yords ... to :;;;nYe foob from them­
:::Pl\·c<;;, 

IIJr. H·\RTLEY: Xonseus:' 

Mr. COHSl<.H.: The Gon'mmc-ut closed 
doY\'ll tlF' Stat a1·se1Jir mill:'. TlH:. Cactus 
Estates, Liu1itcd. asked for 20 tons. of arsenic 
at £10 rt ton th-at was lying at tlH' 1nine to 
Inanu.r<lLtnrG it into 11ear poison, antl pron1ised 
that thc:v ·"··ou!d sell it to the settlers at a 
pl'·.)f'tt or o1dy 6 pc1· ec-ut. interest on tho 
capital in-rt•sterl. r.I'hcir offer \Yas turneci 
clowH. It was all right when the,· >Ycre send· 
ing ni.:.;cuic to the farn1rrs out ~back "·hich 
wa~ cml~- 14 per cQnt. arsenic and the rest 
1nud nnd brick. ::\o1.-v the Gorcrnn1cnt f1aYc 
bc'en compelled tc- o:uarantee that thev will 
1nark on E'Yery k~g that it rontail1s 98 
pc•1~ C'ent. ars0nir. they haYc got to close 
down their rninr-. Tbry cannot C'arry on, as 
the co~t8 \Yonhl lw too great. Tht:'y talk 
about '"ant of conf1drnce and want of capital! 
The.'' ~11·c not rtH8ing th£' ca11itnlist now. ~nd 
I thiJJk yon will agTf'e that the whole of the 
~tnte i:-: suffering by their nudacln1inistration. 

l\lr. C'L.-\ YTO~; (Tl"irlc Bwr!): In i<pcakinp; 
v1 t1H' Finanrial Stat\)lllPllt I 'nn:tld first. 
likn to expl'f'SS llJ~- sorrow at the disaster at 
th0 l\Ionnt ~\lulligUn Coal I\linP. and I regret 
that the JH'>Yspajler reporh hold out little\ 

hop, that any of the entombed mit:cro "·;i! 
b\• tak0n out a11Ye. ::\o onP c .. .tn realise tht' 
harcl::;hips the relati \~es and d~pentlant . ., of 
the unfortunate nH~n arc go1ng through 
eYcept those . "lio ha Ye gone thr~ugh a 
::;inlilar e...,:pcnencc before. Rc.gard_ln.g thP 
Financial Statenwnt. I do not thmK ;:ny 
member has heanl a Statement read whreh 
has had so n1uch padcliug in it as tho o;t~3 
now before us; but we ha Ye so1ne eonso~a~ 
lion in the fa"t that it will poscibl c h0 we 
Joqt St >tement that the Treasurer will rjdi':cr 
in this Bonse. 

OPPOSITlOK l\IE1JllEH~ : Hear. hear ! 
Mr. CLAYTOX: \Ye, on this sidt'. arc 

anxious for an app<cal to the country. I do 
not kno>Y if that is the opinion of hon. 
men1 bcrs opposite also. 

i\lr. HARTL!lY: ~o. \Y~ >Yill light P\·ery 
inch of the """Y· 

Mr. CLA YTO~: I do not tl1ink that t~e 
Financial Statement is one that the peop.e 
outside >Yill approYO of. The .defeat of the 
GO\·crnment in Committee to·mght ought to 
mal~c them put on thcit thinking r~po. as 
the1~ are beginning- to realise the streng:h 
of those sittin~ in Opposition. Fron1 1915 tlll 
1918 I understand that the Uoycrnmcnt ~md 
a majority of twenty-four. The:v had Ro~al 
Cunn11is~ion~ flying about the c_onntry \Ylth 
:11inisters juuketing about hav1ng a good 
time, but now they a1:e bound boc\.Y and sol~ 
to this Chamber dunng the sc.,swn, and -
think they l"ealisc that thee· arc ha.-mg a 
YCl'Y bad ti1ne of it just now. 

0PPOSITIOJ; MR}!BERS: H car. hear l 
Hon. \V. FonGA:-:1 S}JITH: You repudiated 

a '·pair." rfhe 111an told me hin1seJf. 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBER1'': We did not. It is 

untn1c. 
Th·• CIIAIR~L\X: 0l'lkr! I ha.-e had to 

u 11 hon. gentlemen to order. and I hope they 
''·ill obey mv C'-Lll. It is difficult for an hon. 
g('nt:cm3.!l t~? speak y;hen so rnany 1nembcrs 
arc interjecting. 

ivlr. CLAYTO:c\: Possihly threy are smart­
ing under the defeu t they 1nc~ with to~night. 
'J'he Trca-;urer says in his StatcnH:-nt-

" It is ,.-eli known that the most 
C'Tnin,<:=mt banker would not be lis\,ened ~o 
0~1 frnLnce b:· exports '\ ho arrived 111 
l'«rliamont direct fr-om the farm, or by 
those fmnncial pundits '' ho sit in a bacK 
roo_:a; i;1, Queen street writing lead1ng 
artJctes. 

I y:onld like hon. n1cp1bers to compare ';an 
e1nin.:nt banker" ,,·ith the hon. gentle1nan 
>Yho r• :.d the Stat0mellt. Thee· would find 
that the Treasurer co1npares Yery unfavour­
abh~ with sorne en1incnt bankers in Queen~­
lun~l 1.-vho arc nutki:ng a success of tlwir busi­
ness 'and 1nanaging their financial institutions 
in striking· contrast to the wa:v .th~ Treasurer 
is n1r1.naging the ftnances of tlns country. 
The GoYernment of Queensland arc on the 
, erge of bankruptc~-. r:l'he people in England 
v.:o1.~ld not lend n1oney to the G_ovGrn~~ent, 
but th0,· lent it to the Mch·opohtan \\ at~r 
S01ppl.'· 'and Sewerag-e Board. 'l'h.at sho:vs 
how the GoYcrnment ba.-e lost then crecht. 
Rec, .. :nling the men from the b.rms. the 
Uo.-ernment ha.-e ah·ead.1· learned that they 
h, .-e got to listp.n to the men from the farms. 
The Treasurer ~neers at us because we arc 
h1.nncrs. I achnit I an1 a practical farnwr. 
\Ye ha.-e been sent here to le<rislate for 
Queensland. and. if an appeal were made to 
the t J./tnltry to-morrow, \YC \Yould }wYe to 
enlarge the benches to accommodate the extra 

1'J. r. Clayton.] 
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member' of the Country party who would he 
rcturnecl. A prrmphlct was issued by the 
Premier aiH1 Trcastll'Pr son1c tin1c ago saying, 
that tho tL'st of good GoYcrnnlent \vas finance, 
and 1 quite agrct' "·ith them. I would like 
the fiuancial acb of both the present and prc­
Yiou'5 Go-vcrnn1e11ts to be con1pared, and I 
mu :_,urc you '' ould see a. contrast in fa YOUr 

of the lH'f'Yious ..:\clniini~h·ation. The Trca­
."lll'C'l' :::ays further-

.. Economics aTe still being effected in 
ull departineut~. ...-\_ board is 1naking 
S('archi_ng iuqnil'ics into the \Yorkings of 
the rail ha'\"· and has n1adc rc-coinn1ell­
dations wl;ich will result in substantial 
sayings.'' 

know the GoYcrnment hrrYe ha~! an 
Econmny Board g·oing throughout the length 
and brearlth of the State, which is an a'dmis­
~ion that they haYc 110t got confidence in 
the !wad~ of their departments. If the Strrte 
drpartmPllts, partiPularly the railways, v.-ere 
freed from political influence, they ha.-e got 
con1pc.:tent 111cn thPre to ntn thmn succctls~ 
fully. \Vheu the Railway Estimates come 
on I shall be glad to hear what hon. mem­
bers oppc"ite think about the Economy 
Board and about the recent actions of th'e 
GoYermnent. The Government have lost 
£5,000,000 on the rarlwa3-s alone. That is a 
State ~nterprise which has re'·ultecl in failure 
lULdcr this Go,~ernrncnt. That is whv T 
<'Olh:iidcr they ~honld give private enterPris~ 
a chance. ~o body of shareholders would 
allow their directors to run a company in the 
w<.n that the Go-vcn11ncut haxe run the State 
of Queensland since' they ha ye been in power. 
The Eeonomy Board haYe been the means 
of sa.cking ntnnbcr,s of raih:rav 1nen. yet the 
engines and l'olling-stock are ln a dCplo1~ablc 
coudition. J s that the way they ha Ye effeetcd 
economy '! I will show You how they effected 
Pconomv. In :C.larybor~ugh the other night 
I '" w 'a ,ccond train drawn up at the 
platform. I asked if the traffic had increasc'd 
to such au extent as to necessitate the run­
ning of t·.\o diYi.'3iUI1S. and I was told that-, 
<l\ving to the fact that the Secretary for 
l\iincs had a special carriage weig·hing 25 
tons conveyiug a party of n1cn1bers of Par­
liament, it \Yas necessary to run the train in 
two divisioH•· to Brisbane. That is the wa v 
they t_,__:ononlisc. rrhey run an extra train t~ 
bring the ''financial pundits" to Brisbane, 
causing more expense to the department. If 
they want to eifect economy, the Minister 
and members accompanying him should hav-e 
travelled the same as other members of 
Parliament are compelled to traYel. If 
that train had been sa Yed, the money could 
have been dev-oted to the railway men, and 
saved tb."n1 fron1 losing one day's work a 
fortnig·ht in Maryborough. If you want to 

effect economy, do it in the wav 
f10.30 p.m.] ?OU say you will do it when ,-o~t 

get on the platform at election 
time. In another part of r.he Statement the 
Treasurer says-

" The central sugar-mills controlled by 
the Gov-ernment expended in the year 
1920-21 £1,242,000, a11 increase of on-r 
£500,000, and this yPar the gen0ral 
1nanagcr B a~kjng- for £1.755:000. an 
increase of £513,000, which is required 
(nving· to tho large crop to be handled." 

I am yery please,d to say that there is pro'­
perity in lhe sugar industry in Queensland 
to-day. and l want to giyc the Gov-ernment 
ererlit for bringing about part of that pr •. s­
perity. I do not \Yant to run this Govern-

[Jlr. Cla.yton. 

1ncnt do\'\"11 when it i-. not needed, and \vhert5 
[ can giYc t !JC<m 'rcclit I shall be pleased to 
do ;-;:o, but I ntn sotT\~ to :--a v I vcrv t.eldon1 
have an Ol)J10l'tnnity ~f giYin~g thetn -cre-dit. 

The TREIRl'RER: Thi' aUcrnoon YOU could 
hnYc giYt nu:-:: a. prnr·tical il1u~tratio'i1 of help. 

:C.Ir. CLA YTO:\': I will give you a pr,ac­
tical illustration of help and generosity 
vYlwn yon pay the £50 you owe . 

The TnE.ISPRER: That £50 is owing to me . 

:C.Ir. C'LA YTO:\': The expenditure of an 
L'Xtra £513.000 in r·o11nection v.rith the sug-0r~ 
mi!l~ i.-" a stf']l in tl1c right direction, as that 
\Yill enable tlwrn to Ln·ing the Government 
n1i1ls to a. n1orc rfficicnt state. and \viH 
en a b1~· tbc:n to 1nake adYanccs to 1nills to 
a~.;;i~t i11 cnlarg·ing the :'ll'eas under cultiva~ 
tiou odjacpnt to mills. I am Ycry ple,,sed 
rhnt t lv· CoYf'rJJU1cnt arc going to do that, 
a!Hl tLl' farmers in n1v electorate \Vill bo 
plea:;cd to tak0 ad,·antage of their generosity 
:--o that thrY ran increase t1lcir areas and 
]))·in~ in a' bl'tt<'r supply of cane to the 
Inill". To 1nakc a 111I~l pay ~·ou 1nust ba.Ye 
a guod mpply of cane, and we should do all 
"·p pos..;ibly < au tu encourag-e the farn1ers to 
iJlCl'Pa~e their Cll'L•a:", and also assist then1 in 
hnrYL'sring their crops. 

The unemployment question has been Yery 
ac,ute lat(,ly, bul it has been Teliev-cd at the 
prf'-.;<·JJt tiLH~ o"·ing to th(~ fact that tho 
hll'nl0l'~ ar0 finding en1ployn1rnt for c nu1nbf'-r 
of n1Pn: hut I Y\·(lnt the Gon~rnn1cnt to be 
Jln'par"d for the unemployment that vvill be 
created in liH' cities v.-!1011 the prc>:.ent sugar 
:--Pa~on i:-- linishc•d. \Ye \YCl'd told that last 
year thP Co,-ernmcnt expended about £87,000 
on rcliPf. nnd thi.; yc:-tr they arc .5pending 
nbont £120.000. I >inccrPly hope that the 
GoY('rnmein ,~:ill do i.:Olnc:hing to bring abont 
a l)('ft('l' ::-tntc of afl'airf'. 

In d•'alin~' 1rith the quection of advanc-s 
to ('i:UJC tTo\· ·,;:_ . I would lil~e to draw the 
<lttentillll of the Scerotary f<n· Agriculture to 
the fact that not far from Bauple Mill we 
haY(' the Goo1nLoc•rian scrub land, "·hich is 
c,tpnble of producing an enormous quantity 
of callc. 1 nmlt'rst&nd that there are 2,000 
or 3.CGO a'crH of splendid scrub land there, 
and, 1\ith llw adv-ance of this £500,000 to 
dw c nn-al mills, I hope he vv-ill allow the 
geuc:rn l nutnager) if he thinks it wise, to 
Pxpencl ~on1o of this 1noncy in giving the 
Danple :C.lill a conncc·tion with the Goomhoo­
rian lancl~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is that 
Cro\Yll land? 

:C.Ir. CLA YTOX : It is not Cro-.m land, 
but it ',"·ill encourage these men to produce 
cane. There is some Yerv fine Orn\Yl1 land 
in the di:<triet. and it wiil cause settlement 
the1·e and "·onld be the means of giying tho 
Baupln :\lill n much greater SHJ1ply of cane. 
\Yf' know that tile 1nills in Southern Qucens 4 

land are not fully supplied with can~. vv-lrile 
th · miib in the :\'orth haYc more call' than 
thcv can trpat. It is in the interests of tlre 
Uo~-el'lllllL'llt. ~ccing that there has lJcen a 
,~Tc'at denl of ll10llL'y Sllent in the consh·nc 4 

tion of thc,c mills, to spend a still furthel' 
"lU11 tn cmtblc the formers to put in larger 
at·cas so that the mills will become better 
paying prnpo~itions than they arc at the 
p1·eocnr time, I ,inccrcly hope that the 
Scrrvtar;-.- for Ar;Ticultnro will do son1ot.hing 
ln that dirrctiou. and if the lcL1n is a f-nccess 
IYC may haYe a n1orr fayourablc opportunity 
nf getting- that 111oncy. I sincerely hope 
that the GoYUllP.lrnt vyiJl be successful in 
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floating the new loan, because without money 
I do not know how we arc going to fare. 
\Yhiche,·c·r pan:; is in power, we have to get 
money; and, seeing th'!-t the present Go­
Ycrnment arc so discrcdJtccl on the London 
market that they cannot get money there, it 
is up to the people of Queensland to advance 
the 1noncv 1JCC8.3:::,Ul'\ to cnab]c the GoYern· 
1nrnt to (·an·v on ,~-hilst the-.,' arc in office; 
hut I hope to g·oodness it ;,.ill not be for 
long. The Statement goe' on-

".A general review of the prescut situa­
tion makes it emit· clear that. if outside 
rnarkcts ·were ""at all nol'lnal,· this year 
\YOnld probal>l: bt' the moot pnspcrous 
in the history of the State. l'rm·idcnce 
has stuilcd upon us "--

clo 11ot think the electors will Sinik upon 
) ou a ftr,r the 1vay you ha Ye gulled them-

.. the sea~ons have been n1ost bounteous; 
crops cv-ery\Yherc arc flouri'3hing, and 
(jur pri1nary industrie~. with the excep­
tion of 111ining, arc thriving.'' 

IIt:rt~ lYe haYo the Treasurer telling ns what 
Pxcclh'nt ~c·a2ons we ha Ye had-cvnrything is 
flouri,JJing; and then he tells ns he expects 
to t'IHl up \Yith a deficit of £465,038. Any 
1nan IYho i:-:; running a farrn or running an 
c'tate knmYs that if he got good 'easons 
h~~ is 110t going to t-haw a deficit, as the 
Trea-.,urer anticipates this yo~u. 

The TREASl:RER; You get uo the markets 
·and": will be all right. 

Mr. CLA YT02\ ; You put us o\·cr there 
nnd IYO will soon find vou nwrkets. \Vhat 
1:-- your deficit going tO be if you haYo a 
drougl!t or auy other calan1ity? \Vo know 
that during the \'. ar p,Jriod we got very 
high prict'"" for our produce. \Ye got war 
price", and it is costing ns a lot to produce 
that stuff now when \YO are getting lo"\ve1~ 
price'. While England is trying to get back 
to pre-war couditiom, we must expect lower 
prices for what wo produce, and we will 
haYo to produce at a lower cost. \Ye 1nust 
have more scientific and up-to-date appli­
ances if the man on the land is going to 
1nakc a ~uc·cc::;s of it. The Treasurer con~ 
tinnC's-

,, But, throug·h lhc ab,CJICC of stable 
1narkcts: wo find oun;(_•lY0S in the 1nidst of 
a serious industrial depression." 

2\o doubt, we arc haYing industrial troubles. 
and to-day we arc haYing our industrial 
tronblc at Mount }lorgan. Although many 
hon. members on the Gm·ernment side 
advised the men at :\fount ::\Iorgan not to 
go back to \York Gccanse !hero was a slight 
recluctiou in wages. the Pretnicr, after ha,-­
ing im'estigated the matter, thought that 
the oiier was a fair thing. Hon. members 
opposite cry that we arc the !oiY-wage party, 
and our cry is that th(-:>y are the "no wage 
part:;·," bccaus'3 I do not think they ever 
paid an; wages in their liYes. \Vhat are 
the Uovernment doing in connection \Yith 
the railways to-day': They arc n.,dncing 
"age:-; through the pooling s~:stcm. They 
arc compelling men to absent themsclYes 
from '"ork once a fortnight. They \Yill not 
allow the men at i'dount l\'lorgan to wOTk 
because th0re is a slig-'bt reduction in wages, 
but at the <'nd of e·ccry fortnight the railway 
n e-n-in ~lar:·borongh. for insb2Jnce-are find~ 
ing that they haYe had their wages reduced 
through tJot IJeing allo>Ycd to \\'Ork the 
time they should ]myc been "·m·king. 

~\Ir. STOPFOIW; You don't bclie,-e in a 
pnol? 

:\Ir. CL\ YTO:\; I bl'licYe in the chee'c 
pooL am! I hope the Secretary for Agri{'ul­
ture \Yjll iutroduc.P it as soon as he raiL The 
Trra.;;.urcr talkJ about our bounteous season5-
HIH1 alH1Ut C'Y<'l')·thing flourishing '' ith thr2 

GoYerntucut. \Ye lwanl an ho11. n1e1nber un 
tlL• uthcr ~idc the other night talking abeut 
O>'Pr·pL> I ur-tion. If the GoYernment do not 
do sontLtlt1ug in connectiou with serondory 
incJu'_tricf'J 1'.-e \Yi1l p;ot into a :-tab~ of oYer~ 
production. .:\ot lung· ago I Yi~ited ~he 
l{ing·uoy di~c.,trict. and saw there a prohf~c 
crop of ruajzc. The farJners '\YC'l'C at then· 
wit,' ends to know IYhat to do \Yith ir 1 0sptL 

eialh· ill Yicw of the refusal of the GoYPrn~ 
H'('nt t) forlll a uaizc l)OOJ. rrho \Yido Ba\T 
and Burm'tt district is the home of mni' 
\Ye can produce th2re maize '"hich no othc1· 
part of ~.\mtralia can produce. IY e \':ant to 
oYcrcoutr any OYer-production .. and we lllll~t 
do .~OllH'tllinQ.· to C:Oll\Tert our n1aize into by­
rn·oduct<. The Secretary for Agriculture \Yill 
agTt'C d1nt t•h:11- \Yould be .a yery f1ne tl11112; 
to. do. \Ye shank! encourage the erection oi 
grain elcYator:--, a-s thc:v haye in 1nany par~s 
of c\meriuJ, Pnabling· the fann<'r to send Ins 
grain into the storage house and ha YE'. it 
stoi'PtL drier!, and held there until the pnce 
is sufficient to enable him to sell at a prolit. 
\Yhat !JC'ttcr could we do than construct them 
at our seaports? Port 1\Iaryborough is 
adapter! for that sort of thing. The ""ide 
Ba v an cl Bnrnett distJ·id is the hinterland of 
~Iirvborough, and the ere-ction of an e]cyator 
at i'ort }laryborough \YOtdd enable the 
fanner to ~end his produce do·wn and haYC It 
held tiwrc. \\" e should aho erect there a 
factory to deal \Yith the many b,·-produc\3 
that. are contain0.,J in n1aize. I have ~or~n 
the blue prints of a grain ck,-ator, and 
there is a movf' on t'o do something in 
r·mmcc1ion >Yith the establishment of one 
at Port 'Crangan. I understand that the 
Federal Government are prepared to icnd 
hYO·third' of the co,t. \Yhich \YOtdcl b" 'ome­
thing in the l'icinity of £37.000. 'l'hat \Yotlld 
l>c a hu9,·e amount of 1110ncy, but it \Yould 
i1Kh1.c0 a' f1.Tl'nh:r 11lllnl>C'r of ~men to product} 
l!l:1iZC'. nnd it \YOnlcl 0nablc fnrn1cr~ to g<?t 
out cf the itHlu::.:;:r~v all there is in it, and 
to han) a ro-e 1cra6Yc factorv. as is done in 
connection "·ith butter and 'cheese. for the 
mrnufa{'ture into artidcs of coinlnercial 
nllu,· of all that is contained in maize. 

The SECRET.IHY FOR AGRICULTURE : Did "·on 
say you bad rr prmnise of financjal assistance 
from the Frdcral GoYernmcnt? 

:\lr. CLAYTO::\: I understand from the 
Federal member for \Yick B:,y that 'he 
Ecdcral G(wernn1cnt. arc willin~· to loan up 
to the extent of two-thirds of thf' cost. 

Tire SECHETARY FOR AGRICcLTl:RE · Y on 
".\ant to follo\Y that up and get SOtn('tllillg 
1norc dl'linite. 

:VIr. CLA YTOX; I intenrl to do so, and 
to bring here smncthing in \Yriting. 

The THEASUlEB; I think the Federal Jnom­
b: · ~a\Y ~ ou -coming. IJe has 110 autbority. 

:\lr. CL~YT02\: Well. he will not '<"8 
1nc goill:{. \Laughter.) I unclcn-taLd tl.Hlt 
Brisbane to-day i~ enjo~·ing a conrc;,.:;;wn 
klYnYn a~ th0 port rate". It is only fair that 
~fnr\~ho_·ou!.r:l should hr giYen the snn1c con~ 
cC's:,i.on. \'\' are? Yt'rY nnxious to deal \Yith 
th(_' matter of dcrt'nb~aliEation. Tlu1t rnatt2r 
i.;; takru on Y('l'Y faYOUI'ably by hon. 111tmber.3 
oppo'-it<'. It -.1;onld be toJ~cn 'on serion;;:ly b:•t 
all -c•cr.inu;:.; in Qw'en:;.Jand. bccal13C' it. l'> 

, oing tu 1.J'' the 1ne~tns of nwking Q.uecnsland 

Jfr. Olayton.] 
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a ~Jwrc pro>SpcrJus State. In our di:;;trict \YO 

r,_,,~ onlv ha,·c the Burrum coal. but "'.vc hav{~ 
" lot of undcYeloped land which, I under­
::-tand. contains an enormous amount of coal. 
'fhc creatiou of one induqtrv at Port Man-
1_,,-H·ough \Yould be the n1ean; of others beirlg 
c><·•blishcd, and we wonld ha,·c a port of 
which \Ye would be proud. and. inst0ad of 
sending our produce to Brisbane. ?· c \VOnld 
L·:· cnablecl to deal \Yith it in a ,-en· eff<>r.tiYc 
w.1y at l'ort Maryborour;h. The loan of 
£2.000,000 we expect to get from the Federal 
Gm-ct'lll1H'llt for the settlement of people on 
th··· land in tlw Burnett \Youicl assist ou1· 
1•ort Yen· matoriallv. \Vith a reliable and 
~ompoto1it GoYcrnn1Cnt in power t.here would 
1ce no lwsitation on the· part of the F"dt>ral 
GoYernmcnt in adYancing· that n1one\-. A 
eertain an1ount o£ it could be spent ln the 
construction of railwa:vs. and the balance in 
Sl'ttljng p0ople on the very finc land;:< Wt..' 
ha vc up there. 

:\lr. FoRDE: The Fccloral ::\ationalist Go­
Yerninrnt. supported b.Y the Country party. 
rdu>ed those £2~000.000. 

:\Ir. CLA YTO); : I do not think the hon. 
momber will CYOr be in the Fed raJ Parlia­
nwnt to hear a11y refusal. (Government 
int0rruption.) 

:\Ir. FoRDE: 'The Federal meml•er fot· \Vide 
Bay is opposed to it. 

:-.Ir. CLA YTOX: I do not care \Yhether 
th~ n10mber interjecting is opposed to it or 
not. The Statement onds up by saying-

" I think \Ye Queensland Auetralianc 
arc all possessed of snfftcic•nt bith and 
cour:J.ge in our~~.elYos aud our country to 
enable us to con(]uer our present diffi­
culties. and I mvsclf look to the future 
with unalloved c'onfidence." 

GO\+ER~-'lF.NT i1E)IBERS: I-Iear, hl''ll' ~ 
l\h. CLAYTON: In everything the Go­

veTnmcnt do it is a case of looking a£te1· 
themsc'h-cs first and their country afterwards. 
People who conduct tho affairs of the countr:· 
on the>';, lines naturally must bring Queens­
land to the state to which the Government 
have brought it to-day. \Vc need the com­
bined efforts of every hon. member to do 
wm••thing· to pull (/ueonsland out of the state 
it is in to-day, and I appeal to bon. members 
opposite to help in that direction, and not 
to indulge in the extreme partianship that 
we :'€::' going OIL The Govenunent arc guilty 
in no: rising above that sort of thing. I 
have cen n1ore good business done in t\vo 
hours in a shire council meeting than is done 
in thi:3 I~ouse in a \Ycek under this Govern+ 
n1ent. The Treasurer states-

" I myself look to the future with unal-
loycd confidence." 

l,.nfortunatcly, I cannot join \Yith the Trea+ 
surer in looking to the future with unalloyed 
ronflckncc · if he is going to manage the 
finances of the State. I sincerely hope that 
this is the last Financial Statement that the 
hon. gentleman "-ill present to the H ousc. 
am! that the next ono will be delivered b,­
a member of the Country party. (Goven1-
r.lent laughter.) 

;\Ir. CoLU:-iS: \\·hero do the Xationalisu 
c01r1C' in? 

:\h. CLAYTO:\": If the Government had 
b0-en n1or.: n1odcrate with reg~1rd to the 
measnrcs tllC'y have put on the statute-book, 
perhaps they \Yould have had a longer term 
of office; but the extreme element in the 
outside junta which has got hold of them is 

[Mr. Glacyton. 

ruining the GoYcrnn1ent. They arc being 
told what thev have to do, and. like a lot 
of schoolboys, they arB doing it. I trw>t that, 
if the Government cannot rnencl thcit· "·ays, 
they will giYe an opportunity to another 
party which will put the finances of Queens­
land into a better condition. fincl ,-ork for 
the uncn1ploycd, and settle fanners on the 
land. 

The House resumed. The C'n\IImAo; re­
pol'!ed progress. 

The Com1nittce obtained l('avc to ~it again 
tO+lTIOTl'O\Y. 

Tho House adjourned at 10.5~ p.m. 




