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LEGISLATIVE ASSEIVIBLY. 

TUESDAY, 6 SEPTEC\IBER, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bcrtram Maree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clocl~ p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

GOYERX,IENT COLD STORES AT HA11ILTON. 

Mr. PETRIE (Too m bul) asked the Secre­
tary for Public \Vorks-

" In connection with the GoYcrnment 
cold stores at the Hamilton-

" 1. \Vhat is the proposed expenditure 
under any contract or contracts for the 
erection or construction of-----(a) the 
stores: (b) railway sidings; (c) wharf; 
(d) offices? 

"2. \Vhat sums have already been 
spent in connection with the erection m· 
construction of-(a) the stores; (b) rail­
way sidings; (c) wharf; (d) offices? 

"3. \IVhat material, machinery, and 
plant have alrca-dv been received for or 
in connection with the cold stores 1 

1921-2 K 

" 4. \Vhat amount has been expended, 
and what a1nount ren1ains due- in respect 
of-(a) material received; (b) machinery 
received; (r:) plant received; (d) refrige1·­
ating plant; (e) cork insulation 1 

" 5. vVhat is the total sum paid to date 
for all expenditure and chargeo, under 
any contract or contracbs and otherwise 
in 'connection with the cold stor"s, includ­
ing th8 stores, raiht ay sidings) \Vhar£, 
offices, 1naterial, rnachinery, and plant? 

" 6. \Vhat is the e -timate of the 
further expenditure necessary to com­
plcte the stor-es, sidings, offic<·s, and 
wharf? 

" 7. vVhen is it expected that the cold 
stores will bo completed 1" 

The _\.TTOR::-;[EY-GENERAL 
Mullan, Plindcrs). on behalf of 
tary for Public Works, replied­

" This information is boing 

(:Hon. J. 
the Sccre-

obtained.'' 

'CSE OF CENTRAL QUEE:-iSLA)[D COAL BY 
Au:;TR.\LL-\N NAVY. 

l\-lr. FORDE (Rockhampton) asked the 
Pi·crnicr--

" 1. Is he a mnc of the fact that the 
Co:mlnulnvealth Government is using 
1-Velsh coal in the Australian war yes­
sots, while in Central Queensland there 
is an ample supply of suitable coal which, 
if used instead of the \V-r Ish coal, would 
necessitate the employment of hundreds 
of ad-ditional miners in Central Queens­
land? 

" 2. That in view of the Common­
wealth Government's unsympathetic 
treatment of Central Queensland in the 
matter of coal supplies for the navy, will 
he make strong representations to the 
Honourable the Acting Prime Minister 
to have a fair proportion of the coal 
required for the navy supplied from the 
C -ntral Queensland coalmines, with a 
view to creating further employment? 

'' 3. If it is found that any of the 
Central Queensland coals arc not up to 
the standard required for steaming pur­
poses in war time, will he endeavour to 
have them us.ed by the Australian 
navy for ordinary cruising purposPs in 
peace ti1ne ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) .replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. Yes." 

SALE OF PLANT AT \VARRA STATE COALMINE. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Min­
ister representing the Secretary for Mines-

" 1. Has the Government sold portion 
or all of the plant, materials, and build­
ings at the \V a rra Coalmine to a com­
pany, of which Mr. Lindsay is the 
1nanager, to be used in opening up and 
working a mine at Dingo Point, or else­
where 1 

"2. If so, what portion of the plant, 
materials, and buildings have been dis­
posed of, and what is the value of 'ame? 

"3. Y\'hat is the value of remainder, 
if any 1 · 
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" 4. On what terms was the plant, 
nwteria1, etc., disposed -of; how 1nuch 
cash, and what length of time is arrange-d 
for the balance? 

" 5. VV as a cash offer made for tho 
plant, material, and buildings, or any 
of them, by l\'Ir. Haenke. or anyone 
else; if so, what \Yas the amount of such 
offer? 

·' 6. Is the Gavel nment giving any 
assif!taEco in opening up the mine or in 
tc· ting the country ,-,t Dingo Point in 
any 'vay \Yhatevcr; if so, to what 
extent? 

'' 7. \Vhy was the offer of miners who 
"·orkcd in the \Varra mine to work the 
VVarra n1inc on tribute, with a guar· 
antp •d output at a fixed price per ton, 
turned dmvn by the Minister for Mines, 
though thc•Jo men were prepared to take 
all the risk? 

" 8. \Vhat was the valuo of the timber 
in the now floode-d \Yarra mine which 
could lnvc been saved if the offer of 
the'o mincn had been accepted?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
McCormack, Cairns), on behalf of the Sec­
re-tary for :\lines. rPplicd-

" 1 to 6. The Government arc in treaty 
with Jimbour Colliery, Limited, for the 
purchase of a portion of the unsold 
portion of the W arra plant and 
machirH'ry. 

" 7. The offer was not considered satis­
factory. 

" 8. No timber could have been saved." 

LOSS OF \VHEAT SHIPPED BY STATE PRODUCE 
AGENCY. 

11r. FRY (Kurilpa) ask.ed the Minister in 
Ch:uge uf State Enterprises-

" Is it true that over £14,000 was lost 
on the shipment of 16,000 bags of 'B' 
quality milling wheat sent overseas by 
the State Produce Agency to London per 
ss. ' Port \'halmers,' as discloc. cd by the 
advice he has admitteJ having received?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in the 
absence of Hon. W. Forgan Smith (Mackay), 
replied-

" Full information will be made avail­
able when the Estimates are being 
discussed." 

PRICES OF MEAT-STATE AND PRIVATE SHOPS. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera), without notice, 
asked Mr. Fry-

" Are the prices gi vcn by you on the 
24th Au1ust last as those then being 
charged at private· butcher shops, and in 
the State shops, correct? 

" If so, in what respects do the figures 
given to the House on the 30th August 
last by the Homo Secretary differ from 
your o'vn ?" 

~Ir. FRY (Kurilpa) replied-

" The informfltion given to the House 
by tlw Home SPcrdary in reply to the 
apparently inspir,d question asked by 
(bo he ··1. n1en1bcr for Mundingburra iP­
Jnish:aclinp-. For the inforn1ation of the 
hnn. : 10mbcr '"ho has aslcrd the question. 
I might say that the Homo Secretary 

in no way questioned the accuracy of my 
statement in regard to the price·, charged 
at Toowoomba and at the Shto butcher 
shops in Brisbane." 

The SPE~iKER: Order ! The hon. nwrn 
her may answer the question, but he cannot 
use any arguments in doing so. 

Mr. FRY-
" The Home Secretary, however, did 

gi1·e prices supplied by the Price Fixing 
Commissioner as charged by the Master 
Butchers' Association. The prices given 
hv me were those supplied by lYiossrs. 
Anclerson and Cameron, a firm of retail 
butchers trading in a large way in Bris­
bane. I am given to understand that the 
Government are anxious to stabilise the 
meat indu-try in view of the enormous 
los.'cs which would probably be disclosed 
b <: a true renort on the State cattle 
stations and m~eat3hops." 

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca), without notice, 
asked thc Home Secretary-

" Are the figures given by you on the 
30th August in regard to the prices of 
n1cat correct?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
MrCormack, Uairns) replied-

" They were the prices supplied by the 
master· butchers to the Price Fixing 
Commissioner. I gave the ftgurcs exactly· 
as they came from the Master Butchers' 
Association, Brisbane.'' 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

to ble, and ordere-d to be printed:-
Report of the Commissioner of Police for 

twelve months ended 30th June, 19'21. 
Annual Report of the Under Secretary 

for Mines for the year 1920. 

ADDRESS I~ REPLY. 

RES U~IPTIO~ OF DEBATE. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): In addreooing 
myself to this motion I desire to exprc.gs the 
gratification of myself and my electors that 
during the recess His Excellency the Gover­
ncr visited my cleetorate in common with 
many other pastoral electorates, becau-.e it 
gave him an opportunity to gain a l1ro;t-hand 
knowledge of seeing what the measure• 
placed on the statuto-book by this Govern­
ment actually represent. Such a first-hand 
opportunity, I £eel sure, must impress His 
Excellency with the benefits likely to accrue 
to the West under our logisla tion. Furthcr­
nlore, he visited son1e industrial enterprises 
peculiar to the pastoral industry, and I feel 
that he, as the representative of the Crown 
in Queensland, will at least have a working 
knowledge of the conditions preYailing in the 
\Yect and of the people in the IV est, and that 
we can look for sympathy and broadminded­
nc·"s from hin1 ~ o far as administration is 
concerned. 

"\V c have had an opportunity of listening 
to a grnat 1nany vic·wpoints clul'ing this 
·debate. The hon. nwmber for }\lurilla was 
particularly interesting to n1any ,hon. Inc:n­
bers on this side of the House. Ho cet out 
b~ repudi:tting his own party and kicking 
oycr the trammels of party discipline, and 
endca1·ourrd to state a ea e to prove that it 
is not pos• ible at the present juncture and 
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under the present conditions for the pa,stor,al 
ir:dustry to successfully carry on. He com­
menced by quot,ing the wages paid and 
payable in 1914, and a~ mrod the House that 
the •,1 ages ranged from 25s. t<J 30s. per week, 
whereas, as a matter of fact, they ranged 
in 1914 fram £1 to 35s. per week for excep­
tion ally goo-d men, more espcci ally in the 
cuttle area. Ho then quoted the wages pre­
vailing to-day on stations-£3 to £3 7s. per 
week~and argued that t·he wages were too 
high to-day, and sugge ted by inference that 
it is desirable that we should return ,to 
lower rates of wages than are prevailing to­
dav. In order to strengthen his case, he 
eJid that, when times are good and things 
arc procpcrous, wages should be higher. He 
went on to trace the history of thn paf :oral 
a ward in its application to station kmds. 
Now, I was very intimately asc.ociated with 
the par:dago of that aw1.r•d, Hnd I know thHt 
thf' employers of pa.-tural labour by their 
actions have not proved, nor did they a.ttempt 
bJ prove during that period that thfly 
e>Idorsod the policy laid ~lown by the hon. 
member for Murilla, that remuneration 
shauld be high when times are good. In 
1916. the fi1·t pastoral award went through 
the Federal .\rbitration Court, and we found 
that only those stations which were respond­
ents to the claim were covered by the award 
-·-ome 200 in Queensland. The industrv was 
prosperous, and, in fact, booming, bu't did 
tiw pastoralists turn to their omp!Dyoos and 
say, " J?cca use we arc enjoying a. period of 
prospenty >vo arc prepared to share tha,t 
prosperity with you and increasn your 
w:agc3 ?" No. They fought t:he application 
ot the .Frderal .,,rbitration award. which 
g·ave £2 G'. a week. and tried to limit its 
jurisdiction to the 200 <Jdd respondents, who 
tl1ey claimed wore the only ones that were 
bound by it. The award indicated that t,here 
>>as a moral obligation on the big employers 
of pastoral labour ta pay the £2 Ss. a week 
l<tid down by the Federal _\rbitration Court, 
but they took advantago of a legal loophole, 
and refused to pay that amount, in spite 
of t·hc fact that times were so prosperous. 
~ow times arc not so good, although we see 
tl;at t.he wool market shDws some signs of 
~·er?ve1:~ng; tf'le;·; was ~ letter in this morn­
Ings Courier showrng that Qut>'3nsland 
wools made a read;- sale at advanced ratos 
recentlc· at Bradfoi·d. We know that the 
candition of the pastoral indmtr:'i to-day, 
from thfl latest figures submitted by the 
pastoralists to the Arbitration Court,, is 
lwtter th<1n it was in 1916. The position 
obtaining in the pastoral industry to-clay is 
b~· no rncans one to give rise to pe ... ,j.imis.m. 
Yet we find that the leader of the Country 
pcrty, who claims to spcC!k with aut.hority 
nl .! to be tho tnw representative of the 
·western mc.!j, ,ay, " The w::~ges are too hig-h. 
Give u~ a reduction ! Let us return to the 
days when 20s. and 25s. "Js considered a 
fit <>nd proper remuneration for a station 
hand." IIa-:ing attacked wag·cs successfully 
-as thev w11! do. no doubt, if thev ever 
obtain ihe reins of go.-ernment-not on!.- in 
the pastoral indust~·y but in cverv ~ther 
indu.stry-they will then make an attempt to 
return to the old days when a galvanised 
iron hut sih13tcd on the plains. and subject 
to the burning and intense rays of a tropj<::al 
sun, and furnlshPd with a nackino·-casc for 
furniturf' and a bunk on which too lie, \vas 
comidcred good enough for station hands. 
That is the desire of these roprcsenbttivcs of 
reaction. They arc trying now to attack a 
position that has been reached by 'ears of 

conscious organisation; but they cannot do it, 
because the pac.toral worker to"day recognises 
the party that has given him these oonces­
sions, and he is not prepared to drop the 
subsLtnce for the shadow. .Furthermore. the 
pastoral employees have a fairly accurate 
knowledge of the leader of the Country 
party, Mr. Edkins. The hon. 1nmnber for 
Muril!rt, in the course of his speech, indicated 
that youths come along carrying their swags 
and saying, "Give us a job, boss. \Ye are 
prepared to work for £2 a week," and the 
boss says, "\V e cannot give you a job, 
because the Arbitration Court prevents it." 

:i\'h. MoRGA~ : Quite true. 

Mr. BULCOCK: He say' again it is a 
fact. l want to show how he deliberately 
and wilfully misled the House on thi, ques­
tion. He said it was impossible to employ 
youths seventeen and eighteen years of age 
because tho Arbitration Court award stood 
in the way. 

Mr. J\IORGAN: That is not so. 

Mr. BL:LCOCK : The rate of wages for 
youths seventePn years of ago is £1 per 
week, and for youths eighteen years of age 
£1 15s. This would indicato that the hon. 
member is prepared to come into this House 
and m.tke a deliberate misstatement, as a 
reference to "Hansard" will demonstrate. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. BULCOCK : It would appear that 
at the present time there is a deliberate 
intention on the paTt of the pastoral 
employers to put on the track as many men 
as they po,oibly can. It is easy to see through 
that d(;sire. lt is based on the fact that, if 
they can create a period of depression in the 
pastoral areaF-if they can cause a big num­
ber of men to be carrying their swags-there 
will b" "- reaction, and the men will say, 
" This is thfl result of the Land Acts Amend­
ment Act. \Ye will wipe out that Act." 
That is the intention. 'fhey desire to use 
the individual whom they a.re putting on the 
track in order to consolidate their claim for 
the repeal of the Land Acts Amendment 
Act of 1920. I know the work that has to be 
done on stations which could be performed 
for a certain sum is being deferred, and it 
will cost a good deal more to do it. The 
P"'toralists are prepared to pay a good 
deal more to have it done in order to 
gain the end for which they are striv­
mg-to drive in the wedge of economic 
depression as far as the pastoral industry is 
concerned, and by putting men on the track 
to consolidate the attitude that is being taken 
up by members sitting opposite. \Ve have 
the hon. member for Murilla committing 
himself to the statement that the awal'ds are 
the cause of all the trouble. 

11r. J\IORGA~ : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BULCOCK: Hon. gentlemen opposite 
have the audacity to tell us and the country 
that they do not stand for any tinkering with 
the Iedustrial Arbitration Act or the Arbi­
tration Court in any •·hape or form. They 
actually wont to the country at th(· !act elec­
ticn on the platform of "::\o tinkering with 
tho Arbitration Court." Then, '"hen they 
come into this House, they tell us thot the 
awards arc the cause of all the trouble. It 
is part of the plan to embark on a reduction 
in wagQs, and it is significant in this direc­
tion to notice that the anti-Labour forces 
twPlve months ago were crying, "2.\1ore pro~ 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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duction! Produce more.'' They have now 
dropped that cry; there is a silence Sl.Jr· 
rounJing it. 

Thir. ELPRIKSTOKE: You do not know what 
you are talking about. 

Mr. BULCOCK: To-dav we have the hon. 
member for Oxley ea.iing·. "Away with the 
Arbitration Court!" and advocating a redl.JC· 
tion in wages. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He ha.s not yet 
advc, ated a reduction in interest. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I am coming to that. We 
find that, at the pre.eent time, there is a 
distinct desire on the part of the pastoral 
c::nnnanies, whose representative is one of 
the leaders of the party opposite, to de[Jress 
pastoral wages. It is interesting at this junc­
ture io examine pastoral wages, so that we 
may form some basis of determination. I 
unhesitatingly take the st;md that the highest 
possible remuneration that may be paid to a 
station hand, when every factor is L"lcen into 
cowideration, is inadequate for the life he 
is compelled to lend. \Ve find that the 
awards are founded on the amount required 
for the• maintenance of a man, his wife, and 
chil·dren. That may be a good thing to 
apply in congested citv areas, where educa­
tional and medical facilities are at every 
m;,n's back ·door. But when you come to 
romider the difference between the position 
of pastoral employees and that of employees 
in big metropolitan areas, you cannot help 
being struck with the difference that prevails 
between the ways in which each class con­
duct their lives. In th0 first place, there 
is no-or, at any rate, very little-monotony in 
the life of the average city toiler. The life 
of the \Vestern man and his familv is one 
long run of monotony. There is no .;,ariation 
from the incessant toil and grind of work. 
The only rest is the rest of sleep, and, when 
perhaps faciliti.cs for enjoyment are avail­
able, they are too exhausted to desire them. 
Then, again, the average pastoral worker is 
engag<'d in a seasonal industry, which allows 
him to function perhaps only three, or fol!r, 
or fivcc months in the year. The average 
shearer does not shc•:tr fi ye months in the 
year; the average station hand does not 
work on the stations more than four or five 
months in the year. 

Mr. JONES: He works all the year round. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Only a small residue 
are permanent station hands, but thev are 
a declining quantity. In the third ·place 
the worker in the town has every oppor­
tunitv to educate his child. In the bush 
that opportunity is singularly lacking. An 
Itinerant. teacher, perhaps, visits him now 
and agam, but that at best is an ina·dequate 
way of instructing the young i·dea. It is 
a truism that the child of everyone who is 
pioneering the big areas and developing 
the richect industry of Qu·ensland should 
have equal opportunity with anybody else's 
child, and shouJ.d have the chance of hmc­
tioning in the direction in which he is most 
capab~e. Becau·-e .this is so it is absolutely 
essential that a high wage shouJ.d be paid 
to the pastoral employee. He should receive 
more than the mere cost of maintenance and 
'c1stenancc; he should be able to put by a 
little so that, when the time comes he rr,av 
educate his children in the way the Stat~ 
desire,;. It is due to hon. members opposite, 
through the activity of the interests repre~ 
sentl'd in this House in stopping the credit 
of Queensland, that a very serious and very 

[1lfr. B~~lcock. 

grave stagnation is to be seen in the educa­
tion service; but we claim that the employers 
who arc responsibLe for having sent the 
·delegation home should be obliged to ond 
this money in the form of wages so that 
the children of the pastoral err.pl~yee may 
bd able to go to the bigger centrd of 
population for adequate and proper · educa­
tion to equip them as good citizens of the 
State. Then there is the question of insur­
ance. The pastoral worker runs risks that 
the city toil·er does not. If he falls ill, 
a doctor is perhaps lOO miles away, and, 
before he can be taken to the doctor or the 
doctor cun be brought to him, his case has 
very frequently assumed such a grave com­
plexion that hope has to be abandoned. 

The hig·h school is a common­
[4 p.m.] place in the life of the town 

chiLd. The town children are 
able to avail themselves of a hio-h school 
training which is not open to the

0 

child in 
the country .. During the recess I had the 
singular good fortune to induce the Secre­
tary for Public Instruction, Mr. Huxham, 
to .pa:,- a visit to my electorate. I think he 

ill rdmit that the children of the West are 
as bright and cheery, and as happy, and 

· made of as good matm-ial as the children of 
the towns. 

:Jfr. l\'IOORE: In spite of the monotony? 

Mr. BULCOCK: Y e3, in spite of the 
;nonotony. What would they be if they were 
orought to the City? The \Vest is the home 
of freedom. That is where pioneers of demo­
cratic freedom lived for yearc, and where 
they are content to remain, and the children 
I refer to are the children of these men. 
Surely they are wortby of some considera­
tion! Hon. members opposite would give a 
mere \Yages sustenance to the men working 
in the \Vc;t, and thev would make the chil­
dren follow in the footsteps of their fathers. 
That means, that when the child in the \Vc't 
grow, to manhoo·d without training or call­
ing, with nothing in the world except his 
own naked capacity, he leaves the bueh and 
c0m~s to the town. That is why p ople are 
!eavmg the bush for the citv. Hon. mem­
bers opposite are always pr~ting about the 
development of the vY est, but they always 
show their opposition to every pastoral award, 
and would lil<e to bring about a reduction 
to the 1907 basis. Hon. members opposite 
talk about wishing to see people make their 
home.' in the West, but they will not give 
their children the facilities thev desire. We 
know that hon. members opposite wol!ld 
depress wages in the pastoral industry to 
mc.1 an extent that they would get back to 
the old days of " 10, 8, 2, and *·" 

Vv' e know that the pe1storalists make class 
war at all timl'''· The economic conditions 
they have created here show that they are 
warring against the defenceless men of the 
\Vest while thev themselves stand behind 
the ramparts of economic privilege. This 
is the doctrine of hon. members opposite. 
Since we have heard so much about class 
warfare from hon. members opposite, I 
might read a quotation to show that the 
class warfare is not all on one side. vVe find 
this statement in a publication called "Indus­
trial Gernwny," written by Mr. vV. H. Daw­
son, a well-known industrial authority-

" YoU have Tecently taken jnto your 
employ three young men late]:;- in the 
service of the firm of ---- of this 
town. The behaviour of these men when 
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employed by ---- was altocrether con­
demned by us, and we beg y;u, both in 
the intere&t; of the federation and your 
own interests, to discharge them at once, 
or at the latest within a fortnight and 
not to engage them ag·ain. If we' he'ar 
from our confidential agent at ---­
that this has not been done, we shall be 
compelled regretfully to advise our mem­
bers not to buy from you, and to obtain 
their supplies from the firm of ---­
instead." 

That emanates from the Employers' Federa­
tion of Labour in Germany; but class war­
fare !J,nd class tactics are the same the world 
over. This is the same federation which in 
1912, in recognising the magnificent serv'ices 
performed by the secretary, presented him 
with a cheque for £50,000 when he resigned 
from that federotion. I will now show what 
i~ happening in Queensland, and bring it 
right home. There is a black list in the 
pastoral industry to-day, although it may 
not be known to hon. members opposite, nor 
perhaps to hon. members on this side. I 
can assure members of this House that, in 
spite of the strictly confidential nature of the 
document. and although it was circulated 
with extreme ·discretion and secrecy, I have 
seen a copy of that pamphlet, which is really 
a black list, that is published by the United 
Graziers' AHociation of Queensland. vVe 
find that at the termination of shearing the 
Pastoralists' Union require each employer 
to send a return to the central office. In 
this return individual employees' names are 
givc·n, and anv info!:mation as to how the 
individual worked. The highest tally of 
each shearer must be given, and also the 
lowect tally, and the average tally. Then 
there is a column in which is entered the class 
of shearer. meaning whether he is fast or slow, 
or whether he is a clean shearer, or a docile 
shearer. Then there is a eolumn in which 
comments are made about the shearers. It 
i-.; used for general remarks, and these are 
the sort of remarks which arc made about 
the shearers-

" Bit of an agitator." 
" Too fond of the bunk." 
"Lazy." 
"Cause;;; trouble." 
" 'V on' t shear wet sheep." 
"Needs watching." 

All these are fair eamples of the remarks 
made q.bout the shearers. 

Mr. Gr,~DS0:-1: It s, >unds like the EmploYers' 
Federation. " 

Mr. BULCOCK: It emanates from the 
same source. It is part of the activities of 
the Employers' Federation. Yet hon. gen­
tlemen opposite tell lh that they stand for 
freedom of thought and freedom of action. 
The only heedom of thought and action they 
stand for is the freedom w hi eh coincides with 
the desires cf t'hc pastoral employers as evi­
denced quite conclusivelv by the bla~k list I 
ha vc just referred to. · 

V\',n hear a lot of talk ,about a reduction 
in wages from hon. m<>mb<>rs opposite, but 
there is no talk of a r0duction in anY other 
direction. IN c know that one of the" things 
that go to make up the ;urn total of the cost 
of production is in tore t. ~~· e know that 
mone;y is lent and re-lent, and we know 
that a considerable volume of interest is 
piling up on that money ,all that time. \Ye 
know that there is an inflation of the cur­
rency in Australi>t: but, if we follow the 
history of this inflation, we find that in Aus-

tralia the interest grows first, then prices. 
and then wages. Under the economic laws 
that hon. gentlemen opposite subscribe to, 
and have created, the wage-earner is always 
last on the list. It is onlv when conditions 
become unendurablc that "wages reluctantiy 
follow the rise in interest and prices. That 
is the position, as defined by the economic 
laws laid down by some of the exponents of 
the school oppo,;ite. Even though wages fall, 
we know that interest cannot fall in Aus­
tralia for some considerable period. Kine 
months ago the rate of interest on the 
London money exchange fell a few points, 
but it immediately hardened on account of 
the big commitments of various countries 
and the inflation of the currency, so it is 
impossible £or interest to fall for some time. 
In Australia we m·,, paying interest on 
Commonwc:.t!th loans .at the rate of £44,000,000 
per ,,mum. That is a direct charge againot 
indu::.:ry, and, therefore, the workPrs rnust 
pay it. That interest is ma.inly paid on war 
bonds and such like security-security which 
is not subject to income tax. In the final 
analysis, therefore, the production of indus­
try has to bear the whole burden of interest. 
vVhcn the production of industrv has to bear 
the 'y hole burden, it is an ecounomie axiom 
thc-.t intnrest n1u:.t be high; and, if interest is 
high, and prices are high, then wages must be 
hig~1 also. r_rhat is a recognised economic law. 
V\te are onl·{ n1oving in a c~Ycle when \ie 

postulate this fact. Hon. 1nember.J opposite 
talk about reducing wages, without touching 
the qtwstion of interest at all, although the 
qu2stion of interest is a vital one to the 
wellbeing of Australia. It is absurd for hon. 
mcmt''"s opposite to talk about reducing 
wages, when no body is prepared to say there 
should be a rc:!uced rate of interest. The 
workers always r·ay the interest in the final 
analyois. If wages fall there is an increasing 
purchasing power to the bondholders. There­
fore, decreasir:g wages .arc in n1ore dire<ltions 
than one es,cntially favourable to the pur­
chasing capacity of the leisured claP~. That 
is the game that is being fostered by hon. 
members opposite. \Ve u·.gd to hear the cry 
about producin,; more, but what is happen­
ing in England at the present time? 1.1.,1 e 
cannot find nut:,ketv:, because we are pro~ 
ducing too much. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
are recognising that the " produce more" 
slogan is nearh- dead, and now they ar-e advo­
cating reduced wages. The hon. member for 
Port Curtis and the hon. member for Oxley 
are in the van of this movement. and they 
are the accredited mouthpieces of their party. 
We have heard a good deal about the decav 
of Labour. The Labour party-the humane 
party, the socialistic prtrty, or whatever 
party yon ma.v desire to term it-is the only 
party '"'·ith a future. (Opposition laughter.) 
It may be that the whirligig of time will 
give the reacti~mary class a temporary 
ascendancy, r,nd 1t may be that they will be 
able to induce individuals who have no 
economic relationship with them to accept 
their doctrine, for a short space of time. 
This fact is sme-th"t the anti-Labour forces 
sbnd for reaction. Thw.· want to mr,rk time 
and sfand where the;· "arc. They want to 
stand and cry: " Let us pause ! Let us 
reckon up." The Labour party stands for 
progress, and for those things which will 
be the accomplished facts of to-morrow; the 
anti-Labour faction stands for thaw things 
which were the killing facts of yesterday. The­
Opposition cling frantically to the old order. 
the old hopes, the old institutions. and the old 

J11 r. Bulcock.] 



518 Adaress w ReJJI.v [ASSF-JiVIBLY.] Addrtss ~n Repl:J., 

thoughts which they Yoiro fron1 every plat­
fonn. Ever.'· Sl)C'aker on the other side "~ ho 
get- up in thi3 llousc insinuates, " Let us go 
back to the old order of things"-the "good 
old days," as they say. The good old 
tlaJ ~ hLt stood for want, hunger, privation 
povcrt:, and degradation t Surely, thcr~ 
i5 sorne nobler outlook in life than that! 1Ion. 
tncn)bCl opposite, or their reprcscntath~-::-s. 
years .~go were accustomed to preach what is 
know;, as the Malthusian theory. They said 
it is undesirable for too many individuals 
to r(•ach maturity in any community 
embrocpd b;) the capitalistic interests of those 
clay<, The 1vur cttrne alona and as soon as 
it 'did, the 1nan with five ;l~ six ~ligiblc sons 
w fight to uphold the existing order was 
regardcu as H hero-as a man who was worth 
looking after. They talked about the era 
of reconstruction ! Where is it? Where do 
we find the new hean•n and the new earth 
that hon. gentlemen opposite preached from 
the platform during the time that they were 
re,oruiting? Has it materialised? No! We 
sec th<. advocacy at .all times, in season and 
out of season, of a return to the old order. 
The_ Labo_ur party has frequently-with 
JU-tJcc-twittcd hon. members opposite on 
the q ucstion of initiative. They say, '' G-ive 
u son1cthing new." It is significant, when 
V\T C'Omc to [tna}J~se the po:-:ition in regard to 
the employer.,' organisations. that we find that 
those <?rg!=lnisati_ons arc based absolutely upon 
the prmciple laid down by our own organisa­
tions so1T!e very considerable time ago. 

I wish to deal now with the m:1tter of tho 
c·prcad of prickly-pear in the Barcoo. This 
matter can be approached without the heat 
of party antagonism. I recognise ,and have 
recognised for some considerable' time that 
the spread of prickly-pear means a !~ss of 
wealth to the communih- as a whole. If the 
prickly-pear is allowed 'to hke pos:ocssion of 
these very rich \Y est ern plains. it will on! v 
repeat the experience known to hon. membcr.s 
opposite in their own electorates. 

Mr. VoWLES: It has taken the Government 
fJVc years to find this out. 

Mr. BULCOC.K: No, I have mcntionc;cl 
this matter on several occasions in this House. 
At a rcumt Land Court at Blackall Mr 
Sh_annon dro'y att?ntion to the spro~d of 
prickly-pear m the Barcoo district more 
eo;wcially in the neighbourhood of Blackall. 
I do not de< ire to sa v w!ho is to blame for 
the introduct-ion of j)ear into that district 
:,~It there is an inclination on the part of th~ 
big l e.tsehold~rs not to d~stroy the pear, 
because they know that, wtth the effluxicn 
o£ tim.e, their lcasd ;vill expire, and the poOl' 
meomlllg selector w1ll have to destroy that 
p:: ,cr. I urge the Seen tarv for Public Le.nds 
to give this n1atter his verV serious considera-
tion. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-iDS: I am 
'lloi ng :it no,"\ . 

~Ir. BULCOCJ:C: With the exception of 
o11e _-111a1l ro3tncted area, there was little 
penr in the neighbourhood of Blackall five 
years ago. 1-Vhen I ,,, as in Blaclcll quite 
recL~nt1y I spent. so1ne considerable time rid­
ing r bout the district, and I was alarmed at 
the spr~ad of the pe.ar: The Lands Depart­
meut, through the i\1Imster, wa'' good enoL1gh 
to send a competent officer to the Barcoo 
~o go into the me.tter. It is possible at this 
J~nctl!~·e to control it, but in a fe\Y years' 
tune n :may not be pos5ible. to do verv much 
with it. It will be more difficult to "C!estrov 
the pear on those Western plains if it once 
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gets a hold than in the timbered areas, 
bcco,use there will be ne timber available to 
destroy it. It would be a good thing if the 
Sccretarv for Public Lands would send two 
cxpe!'ts to the Barcoo to g-ive the people an 
C[,portuni(·t· of learning how to dt~troy the 
peal'. There are good methods and bed 
me-thods of doing it, and most of the people 
in that district. do not under·tand the host 
mcthocls of destroyin~· the pear. It would 
Lo al· -olutely absurd to k"ld people who are 
willing to destroy this noxious \Yf:'C'd to b~y 
m>d discover the be ,t nwthods "hen there 
r.rc men experienced in the df>c;.tru-ction of 
pe-ar available to give the infonnation. 

Thfr. 1.!oRGAN: Giv2 then1 free poiGon. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Give them anything. I 
helie,·o that at the present time the pear 
can be destroyed 'by the expenditure of a 
fc ,. paltr~· thousands of pounds, but in five 
: ''ar · 1 believe it will take hundreds of 
thollsanJs of pounds. Tho pear would 
l, <>ome acdimatised, and, "' it is spreading 
at an ale.rming· rate, something must be done 
i>1 the interests of thf' pastoral community 
as a 11·hole and not in the interests of one 
section only. 1-Ve have heard a good deal of 
(1iscn~sion revolving round tho que~tion of 
the Labour party taking the result of the 
locn] goyernment elections as an expression 
of the voic0 of the people. I will show what 
'Lapjwncd in Blacka 11, which will indicate 
t'hat the Labour party has got back to tho 
old nlace from which it started when it had 
to ,\·atch the p'trliamcntary rolls in order 
to gain ropresent,ation in Parliament. I am 
~10t. ~c~ing to attach any blame to any 
mdiVldual. In the first place the town clerk 
or the shire clerk was t-ho returning officer­
I say that is an um' ise course to adopt. 'I'he 
total number of electors on the State roll 
for the Blackal! area-which embraced the 
Blackall town are""L and the Kargoolnah 
Shire Council-was 1,556, and the number 
of people on the municipal and shire rolls 
was 1,300. Hon. members opposite may 
take adrantage of that Ftatcnwnt to say 
that those figures show an inflation of the 
State roll. In anticipation of that argumpnt, 
I will noint out th~t in the roll for No. 
2 Divisi;,n of the Kargoolnah Shire Council 
there were thirty-five peol1le "ho we knew 
were in the district ·whose nan1es had been 
remo.-ed from the l'Oll because they had 
removed from one division to another and 
had been disfranchised in consequence. \Ve 
submitted this list to the returning officer 
in Blackall. 

Mr. MooRE: Wh, don't you aJ:wnd the 
Act? (La ug:otei'.) , 

:Mr. BULCOCK: I feel suro it is not the 
intention of the Act that that s'hould be 
ailowPd. I sc-rutinised in a booth on polling 
day "·hero there were about fifty vdes cast. 
During th Lt clay sixteen people came into 
tlte booth and made statutory declarations to 
ilw effect that their 1nmes h: d boe·n wrongly 
omitted from the roll. At le 2 st sixtc'€11 
others carno in and clain1ed their votes who 
wonld not fill in a statutorv declaration. 
I knew thr'c people. T'hcy L :d been dis­
hTncltised becanso the,· had moved from on~ 
d1vision to <lnothcr. 'l'ho:e people who were 
ont of H1e shire or municipality engaging in 
their occupationo. were depri.-ed of a vote, 
which would have made a great difference 
Hl the nu1nber of votes cast. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: \Ye wanted YOU to 
have a postal vote, but you would not have 
it 
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Mr. BGLCOCK: In bpitc of the fact that 
n1a11_:; Labour supporters ·were disfranchised 
i:t these bvo .arc~s, the .difference between 
tLA La hour candidate and the anti-Labour 
candidate was-for the chairman 28, and for 
th1• counciliors 22. 

I recognise that 'vc •are facing big prob­
leu~ , and it is 0~1l;,· b:· progress, by t~1ought, 
and by application that the world c.m over· 
L:Jmc thorn. I recognise that, if ·se persist 
iil the old order of conservatism and 
capitalism, civili,,ation will suffer a grea~ 

rebuff. The party of which 1 
[4.30 p.m.] have the honour of being a mem-

ber stands for progre-'5, for 
hcn<·'tv in legislation, and for those things 
which ~nalw for the best in life. Those things 
which the Labour party st<J.nd for will alwa"s 
be cmhrinc·d in the human heart as the best 
aims and object3 of exiFtence, and because 
that is so the Labour party, although it may 
go through its periods of trial, will in the 
flnal analysis ernerge. supreme. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (O:dey): I look upon 
Spec• hu from the Throne which we get prior 
to the opening of each session of Parliament 
as voicing the determinations and hopes of 
Governments. In the early days they cer­
tainly 'vere determinations, but latterly they 
have sunk to almost what one mi[iht call 
insignificant hopes, because a more colourle "';, 
aimless kind of outline of policy I do not 
think it would be possibh to fmd than is 
included in the present Speech from the 
Throne which "·e know is prompted by hon. 
members opposite. I have taken the troublA 
to compare the various Speeches we have had 
during the last five or six years, and the 
deductions one can draw from them are 
extraordinary. I have in mv hand the one 
placed before us on 18th August, 1920, and I 
think one may quite accurately describe that 
as the bellicose utterance of the inexperienced. 
If you study the Speech of the 9th August, 
1921, all you can call it is a mass of colourless 
pleadings of the disappointed. In the few 
remarks I intend to address to this matter I 
purpocoe dealing with some of the main hopes 
or aro:umcnts brought forward in this Speech. 

One of the most gratifying subjects is 
that '7hich cnunatP9 from the experience of 
His Exccllenn- the Governor. Those make 
c:ood r·ea,ding, u and it is encouraging to hear 
such ex er llcnt advice coming from a gentle­
man who has made it his business to travel 
through the length and breadth of Queens­
In nd and give us his opinions. Of course, 
the quc-:;tion of im1nigration is hinged round 
'-'Yhat His Excellency say:, 1 to an enormous 
extent. In that regard it is disappointing 
tl<at we do not find or hear of some definite 
solution or course y·hich the Government 
propose to take in that direction. I ha vc 
here an extract from a speech made by the 
Premier on 2nd February last. vV e do 
or~asionally get flaFhe-: of statesnunship from 
that hon. gentleman, although I must admit 
that he is '<nnewhat chameleon in his nature 
-that what he says on one occasion one has 
dif!L:·ulty in tracing on another-and although 
the aspirations he bas voiced here arc excel~ 
le-nt. yet I can also produce uthrances he 
has made in which he practically sets his 
face against ·any im1nigration policy in 
regard to the State. This is what he said 
on 2nd February last-

" \V e could never hope to be a self­
reliant nation or to be an entitv in his­
tory, or anything cls0, unless we got more 

people into Australia. '\Ve would have 
to fill the empty spaces, for we were 
nwnaced at the present .time by a danger 
which only too few recognised-the dan­
ger froli, the Asiatic. This was no fig­
ment of the imagination. Publiu men 
in France to 'hom he had talked on 
this matter ridiculed the idea of Aus­
tralia being able to rcrnain a 'vhite 
country with only a handful of people 
holding 3,000,000 square miles of terri­
tory. Australia would one day be called 
upon to defend hersQlf aga.inst an Asiatic 
invasion." 

Each of us must admit that that is sound 
and absolutely consistent with "·hat we know 
to be the case. Where are the indications 
that we are facing that danger in the only 
way that would be effective-that is by bring­
ing population into our midst in such 
numbers as would permit of the unoccupied 
spaces in Queensland being utilised to the 
fullest extent, and at the same time provid­
ing the elements of defence. This question 
of immigration must be faced. \Ye have men 
landing on our shores to-da"- who are faced 
"·ith the greatest difficulties one can imagine. 
\Ve have the experience of Mr. Saunder.,, who 
landed in Brisbane, and who produced to the 
~1inister, and certainly to the Press, absolute 
evidence of the inducements which were held 
out to him to come to this country-induce­
ments v:hich, to say tho least of it, were 
utterly misleadin,-. In view of the reply 
which the Sccretarv for Public Lands gave 
him when he arrived here, I intend to n·.~d 
an extract with regard to l\Ir. Saunders's 
statement, because it gives the crux of the 
whole position. This is an illustration of 
the conditions which the immigrants were 
looking forward to when they arrived at our 
shore9-

" Mr. Saunders has with him pamph­
lets that were distributed in London 
which involve the Government. One. of 
these is entitled, ' ·what the Queensland 
Government is doing for Discharged 
Soldiers.' It sets out that the Govern­
ment recognises ' the national debt due 
to the soldiers;' that its surveyors arc 
engaged suryeying railways which 'vill 
open up 2,500,000 acres of 'first-class 
agricultural and dairying lands capable 
of settling 15,000 ooldiers;' that on each 
block an area is cleared to enable the 
soldie1· to make a living; that approved 
applicants will be sent to a training farm 
at Beerburrum, where the~' will rH'OiYe 
technical instruction and sustenance 
allowance' in the meantin1e; that fl.dvances 
up to £1,200 are made according to the 
value of the land and improvements; 
and that selectors may draw u:-- to £500 
again~t in1provements that arc ma.de." 

This gentleman was not satisfied with the 
publication that he received-! presume on 
the authority of Queensland's Agent-General­
~o he obtained a confirming letter from JY1r. 
K J. Dillon, the Secretary of the Agent­
General's Office i.n London, guarantcplng the 
bona fides of the information supplied, and 
adding-

" It may further be mentioned that if 
you take advantage of the Gov-ernment 
training farrns, sustenance allowance. is 
granted by the Government for the assist .. 
ance of your family." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: vYhcn 
did he promise that? 

Mr. ET]Jhinstone.] 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : This gentleman 
arrived here, and this is the kind of treat­
ment that he reco.ivod-

" Yet when Mr. Saundors arrived here 
with his wife he was told there was no 
money for him, that a. document approv­
ing of him as 'a farm worker,' and 
signed by H. C. Stuart, Director of 
Migration and Settlement, was not recog­
nised by this State as oliicial, and that 
he could have land, but no assistance in 
developing it." 

That is the unsympathetic treatment which 
is being meted out to these ex-service men, 
who, I maintain, would be the finest immi­
grants we could possibly encourage to come 
to this State. 

The SECRETARY !'OR PuBLIC LA};DS : How 
do you know? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I contend that a 
man who has fought for his country, who 
has been a "oldier of tho Empire, is one of 
the fineot immigrants that this S'tate can 
encourage, and if tho Minister has not dis­
covered that, it is deeply significant. This 
quHtion of immigration is of vast import­
ance, and the hon. gentleman, b:;- l1is inter­
jections, shows that he, as a member of the 
Government, is at least not alive to the 
grout importance of the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : l\Ioro 
so than you are. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is the situa­
tion that has to be faced, and we are indobt"d 
to the Govemor for having called ouy atten­
tion to this matter. It is deplorable that 
the Speech from the Throne, which out­
lines the intentions, hoph, and aims of the 
Government, does not make any reference 
worth speaking of to this important question 
of immigration. 

I_ want to pas, on to another very important 
pomt which is linked up with the question 
of in1migration-that is, \Vater con;crvation. 
Another remarkable feature about the Speech 
from tho Throne is that a great amount of 
generalities are indulged in with regard to 
the importance of water conservation and 
irrigation, but absolutely no reference is made 
to that one outstanding example of water 
conservation or irrigation which we have at 
Inkerman. All we have been able to extract 
h_as been. by way of certain an.;wers to ques­
twns whwh the hon. member for Bowen has 
helped us to obbin. I happen to know a 
little about farming in thB Bowen district, 
and have had some expenonce of water 
conservation and irrigation in that area and 
it has cost me quite a lot of mon~v to 
get that experience. I want to draw these 
comparisons to show the present posi­
tion at Inkerman. This is the Government 
that talko about the neccJ<itv of water con­
servation and irrigation, m1d this is their 
actual experience--the only undertaking they 
have attempted. In 1916, when this wonder­
ful scheme was launched, we were told, as 
the outcome of estimates then made, that 
the expenditure of £131,000 was going to 
irrigate 20,000 acr0s-that is equivalent 
approximately, to 170 farms. If that hacl 
been consummated. the actual cost per acre 
of the scheme would have been £6 10s. That 
means that with an average farm area 
of 118 acres the cost of the irrigation 
per farm is £807. Taking 5 per cent. as 
the reasonable rate of interest to charge 
these settler~, the interest and redemption 
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upon the money sunk m that scheme would 
mean that each farmer would pay at the 
rate of £44 10s. per year-quite a reasonable 
proposition. No man who is farming 118 
acres and who gets water when he needs it 
would be loath or backward in paying £44 
10s. per year for the privilege. But what is 
the position? After attempting for five years 
to put this scheme into operation, we find 
the estimated acreage has dropped from 
20,000 acre' to 10,500 acres, and the estimated 
cost has risen from £131,000 for 20,000 acres 
to £400,000 for 10,500 acres. That is only 
an e·,timatc. vVhen it is finished, we shall 
probably find it has increased to £500,000. 
Therefore, the cost per acre has increasBd 
from £6 10s. per acre to £38 per acre, and 
the cost to the farmer at the rate of 5~ per 
c•,nt. on that expenditure has increased from 
£44 10s. to £246 12s. per annum. That is 
the position as we find it to-day, if "e acx;ept 
the Treasurer's utterances as correct, "\VhlCh, 
no doubt, he bolieYes them to be, but which, 
I contend, will be found to be hopelessly 
inadequate when the actual balance-sheet !s 
prepared with regard to the cost of th1s 
scheme. That irrigation scheme shows that 
any Government \vhich is going to take on 
the vast question of water conservation and 
irrigation, and which is wrapped up in the 
question of immigration, must have be~ter 
brains at their dispmal and better Cabmet 
cont1·ol than has been possible during the 
last five years. 

I pacs on to another very important point 
-that is the north-south railway line. As 
Queensla;1ders, we wou_ld natur_ally like to 
see this north-wuth !me commg through 
\Vestem Queensland to deYelop what is now 
an undeveloped part of our State; but. WB 
have a],o to face the position as Australians 
and look at it from the Federal point of 
view I do not nurpose dealing with the 
ar~u~enb for anA against the proposal at 
this stage. All I intend to do is to call 
attention to one or two of the arguments 
which the Government have used in the 
Spee~h with the object of inducing the 
Federal Government to adopt the Queens­
land route in preference to the South Aus­
tralian. This is what is said-

" The onlv obstacle to its adoption is 
the Commonwealth's contention that it 
is irrevocably committed to the latter 
in consequence of an agreement made 
with South Australia. In the interests 
of Australia as a whole my Ministers 
hope"--

Full of hope ! You can sweep up hope m 
this Speech-

" that this attitude will be adopted by 
the Commonwealth." 

" Repudiation" again is the hope of the 
hon. gentlemen opposite, This is an actual 
~ontract entered into by the Commonwealth 
Government wifh South Australia, and the 
Government of Queensland hope that the 
Commonwealth GoYernment are going to put 
the pencil through that so that it will become 
another form of repudiation. 

:\fr. I-IARTLEY: No, \VC hope Souti1 Aus­
tralia will abandon it. 

::VIr. ELPHINS'I'O="'E: If it does, well and 
good; they are the only people who can, 
V:J be honest and honourable about the trans­
action. Here is the point I want to stress-

" and, if neC"'·sary, South Australia 
compensated for any monetary loss the 
deviation may mean to her." 



Address in Reply. [6 SEPTEMBER.] Address in Reply. 521 

\Ve have had in this House two illustrations 
of this kind of repudiation which one nannot 
ldp but refer back to, because the present 
position of Qaeensland is wrapped up and 
intcnro\ en with this repudiation doctrine 
which, unfortunately, is creeping into our 
minds. First of all there is expressed the hope 
that Australia will repudiate her contract with 
South Australia. 

Yir. HARTLEY: No-that South Australia 
will abandon her claim. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE': There is no such 
suggestion. It says-

" The superior advantages of the 
former routo arc universally allmnd, 
and the only obstacle to its adoption is 
the Commonwealth'., contention that it is 
irrevocably committed to the latter, in 
consequence of an- agrccn1ent 1nade with 
South Australia. In the interests of 
Australia as a whole, my Ministers hope 
that this attitude will be abandoned by 
the Commonwealth, and, if necessary, 
South Auctralia compen~akd for any 
monetarc· loss the deviation may mean to 
her.'' 

Had the pastoralish agreed to the introduc­
tion of the repudiation measure which 
affected them, there would have been no­
thing for us to say, because they are the 
parties who are mainly interested. But they 
did not agree to it. It is e' actly tho same 
in this instance. South Australia's view of 
the matter is not asked for, but the Common­
''ealth are advised by our State ::Y1inistry to 
abandon South Australia and simply tear up 
the obligation which exists. I want to stress 
the point where the Speech says-

" if necessary, South Australia com­
pensated." 

\Vhcre have we suggested compensation when 
we have intro-duced repudiation? Did we ever 
·nggcst compensation to the pastoral lessees 
when we introduced retrospective rents cover­
ing the past six years. representing increases 
of approximately 300 per cent. ? There was 
no suggc,ti"n of compensation there:· the 
only suggestion was one of extortion. It was 
exactly the same in connection with the 
Brisbane tramways. Legislation was brought 
into this House to cut down the value of the 
tramways, but not to compensate the com­
pany. It is all right to suggest to the other 
fellow that he should comnensate but when 
it con~e.) to hon. gentlPn1en opPosite com­
pensatmg they do not believe in it. 

The Speech also deals with the question 
of '.'essels belonging to the Orient Company 
calhng at Queensland ports. The Premier 
has been trying to ir,duco that company to 
bring its boats up the: coast. I should be 
much better plcas~d if I saw the Government 
trying to induce the calling of the British­
India Company's boats at the port.s of North 
Queensland on their first arrival in Australia. 
The first port at which oversea boat; call 
always derives benefit. \Vith Cairns and 
Townsvillc as the last ports of call of the 
Orient boats, we secure very little advantage. 
If, on t~o othe_r h~nd, we endeavour to get 
the British-India hne to come straio-ht from 
Great Britain and touch at Cairns and Towns­
ville as the first ports of call, it is going to be 
very much b ttcr for Queensland's advance­
ment. I am very glad to notice b•; the Press 
that the British-India Company is serious in 
its intention to foster this action. 

I want to deal now with the somewhat 
plaintive utterance regarding the surplus. 
The Speech says-

" It is gratifying to note that th'" !at• 
financial year closed with a surplus of 
rev•enue over expenditure, after £145,000 
had been appiicd to the reduction of 
previous deficits." 

This is a matter which can be dealt with 
better and more fully when we are discussing· 
the Financial Statement; but I would 
remind those who lay some importance on 
that puny surplus that it was obtained b~· 
an increased revenue of £1,300,000. If a 
Treasurer cannot produce a small surplus of 
so.ne £9,000 or £10,000 when he has an 
inrrcaM:-d revenue over his a.nticipations of 
£l.,3GO,OCO, he is a sorry prophet. 

I am glad to note that the pleadings of 
the Opposition during the past few years 
haYe resulted in the Government 1naking up 
their minds to give son1e redres" in the 
matter of income ta'l: to the primary pro­
ducers. A five-yeaTs' average to the primary 
producer is absolutely a fair thing. Any man 
who has engag€d in primary production must 
admit that it i' l'lasonable, and it is one 
of the practical ways of encouraging the 
primary producer. The pity of it is that we 
got it at the la•·t gasp of this Governmc nt 
in·tead of at the first. It has been preached 
from this sidB of the House for years, and 
it is only now, when they are about to fall, 
that we see the suggestion put forward. I 
am not a believer in class legislation of any 
description. I believe in all producers hav­
ing a reasonable amount of consideration 
given to them, and I believ·c that in the 
matter of income tax the primary producer 
needs greater protection than the secondm-y 
producer in the towns. I should have been 
better plcazcd had the Government given a 
five-year average to the primary producer 
and a three-ye;cr average to thB secondary 
producer or commercial man. vVe all know 
of innun1erable instances of men paying 
incon1e tax ono year, whereas, if they 
balanced their profit .during on'e year with 
their lo-·"''S of the previous year, they would 
show a debit balance and would not be called 
upon to pay income tax for the year in 
which the profit was made. The averaging 
of income is essentially fair, and :it is e~sen­
tially fair alco that the primary producer 
should be given a longer period than the 
secondary producer because of the greater 
influences which interfere with his prosperity. 

I want to pass on to the question of the 
tramway system. It is difficult to conceive 
what is the attitude of the Government at 
the prc-cnt moment. They are simply sitting 
on tho fence and doing nothing. Yet we 
know quite well that, if some decision were 
come to, it would probably be one of the 
quickest means of relieving unemployment. 
These gentlemen, in their wisdom, sit by 
and say nothing. It is very m•uzual for hon. 
gentlemen opposite to be undetermined m 
regard to their actiom. I will give them 
the credit that we generally know what thcv 
intend doing. That has been ono redeeming· 
feature of hon. gentlemen opposite. But in 
this regard, for some reason or other, they 
sib by and '".Y nothinv,, and see a wonderful 
system lying n1ore or less dormant. \Ye have 
a number of suburbs crying out for tramway 
extensions-not railwaYs running into the 
unknmvn which will not pay for ton, fifteen. 
m· twenty years to come. Tramway E'xtcn­
sions would pay from the very moment they 
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strrrtcd operating. Yot hon. members oppo· 
.;;ite ·will not give any extension Df term, 
but kcPp the company living on the edge 
of " Yolcano while doing nothing themselves. 
Tbcrc is some mystery about this which we 
will del vc into at some futuro time. I 
sup;gc 't that hon. gentlemen on the other si do 
ra~t aside their uncertainty and do bOrne­
thing in the direction of determining this 
quP,tion, bearing in mind that this is a public: 
utihty, and. so long as the matter is held 
up. it is affecting the credit of Quc,cnsland. 

I will pass on to the reference in the 
Spc~ch to Mount Morgan and ('hillagoe. In 
1ny opinion no Interference fro1n outside 
is going to settle the question. It is purely 
a busmess matter. On the one hand are 
th employers and on the other hand the 
C!llployces, each putting a value on a certain 
anicle. It would be oconomic.tlly unsound 
to interfere by outside influmJCe ,,ith the 
course of c> mts; it must find its own level. 
I "ant hon. gentlemen opposite to under· 
stand that in a matter of this du•cription 
it is net the employer who sottlccs the wa~e 
hut it is the industry itself. It is not wl~at 
the J\Iount Morgan Con1p:un~ says it can 
afio•·d to pay; it is the selliri'g- pr.ice of the 
material they produce which determine.< the 
I'~" age .. I a..'·n not saying \vhether tho v.a.ges 
, , lugh or low·. I am dealing with the 
1! attC'r on 2n oeonomic basis, and suggesting 
that the a.mount which can be paid in wage; 
1s dntrrmmed by the value of the product. 
Tlwrcforc I contend that the onlv solution 
is that which the men and the 'oml)loyers 
will find themselves. " 

'lr. IlARTLEY:. On the b• .. :., of th• price 
they get for then product ? 

:VIr. ELPHINSTONE: No. I do not sav 
that at all. The hon. gentleman must kno>v 
that t~erc ":re other costs. than wages in 
connectwn w1th the product10n of rr.aterial; 
there are overhead charg-p; which evorv 
industry has to bear. Tho deeper hori'. 
g-entlenPn delve inh this nntter the better 
<'c::~ipped will they be to take a hand in the 
mdnstr1al development of this Stn,\c. It is 
h-:rmr0 they undcrst:1nd only one side of 
the qu,•stion and do not aticmpt to und .r· 
~t·n c1 th0 Yicwpoint of the oth0r si-rh that 
wo llL vcr get any solution of thcde difficul~ 
hr, rrhat lead:;:; me to conflnn what I have 

saitl, that no outsido infiuenc" is 
,:;1li'ln" help f'c Mount ~1or£;a -l crisi·-'. Tho 
rn ·:a h::tYf' to study both r-.1des of the ow·;;­
tion. J h J,Yo th•- }.1ount 1\.iorg.--,n crnplo~-ers. 
an! thr> >·Oonor they gd ·down to bedrock in 

;,pi rit th2- quicker we ,~hall see tbc 
solved. Ftcn. gentlemen opposite think 

thnt is our dP-sirc on thi,_; sid • to go round 
r.h'"' COl__lntr~r '":ith a sc.;thc and cut dov.,.Tl 
f'':._·r.\:ono who is Pnjoying a good \vage. 
"\ 11 they "ro w:1iting fen· before thee go 
to th·, country is to get a e'ltch crv. I 
rcmPlrber wlwn ''"e bad the butcher 'shops 
trcitccl out in 1918~nothing- but cheap meet 
and ehcap food was the cry. It acted. It 
sent hon. gontlmnon back with a bigg-er 
111ajority than thc:v ho.d wh~n thcv went ~ut. 
Then on the last occasion we had the catch crv 
of the deleg-ation and the unwarranted inte1:. 
fcrcnce of the financiers of Great Britain with 
the lihc•'tics of hon. g-entlemen opposite. They 
-:ound ~illv when wrr lncnt1on them hero· 
but p 11t th.Cso gontlen1on on the Roanbox, and 
>vith fln,,·nt tonguc•s they succeccl i1~ influonc, 
in2· the opinions of a number of their 

[.Mr. Elphinstone. 

electors. ~\Jl thc.-,e gentlcn1on arc wai tiug for 
at tbe prHent moment is to try and discover 
in son1e o£ our utterances a catch cry. You 
can see th ·m throwing out bait for us to 
!r:.J;::eJ suf'h n· th~1t of cutting do"\vn wag\'S. 
Then thr-:' .,,-i!l go to tl::.u olect:---·s and ~ce:.~·, 
"IIcre is t.he p.lrty that is going to sack 
ycu and r :lt do-,:·n our '0\"agcs," and that 
kind of thing". I will let these gentlemen 
into a sPcr · t. '\Vhon this party does go to 
'he country, it is going to toll the cold, 
unva.rnisb;d truth about the prc'3nt sltua~ 
tion. (GoYcrnmcnt laughter.) It is not 

going l o offc•r any doles or bribes 
[5 p.m.] to the pcopl . It is going to 

tell the actual fac! J and show the 
position as it C\ists to-day. It is gc.~ng to 
show what is the <>ctual rcoult of the night· 
iTIRY'P that ~,· c have been suffering fro1n for 
the la1:1t. six :p~urs. lion. g·entlcmon opposite 
n eel not ·worry. 'V o ~He going· to tr 11 th r 
pocplP th2 plain, urn·arnishcd truth, and 
leave hon. members opposite to pa·dd!e their 
own canoes the best ·way they c~'n. 

M:r. HARTLEY: 'What about the Mount 
Morgan settlmnent? 

Mr. ELPHC.;-ST0::\"1£: '\Y(, ':ill tell the 
people all about the 2'.1ount Morga.n settle· 
n1ent, the uncmp~oymcnt, and all the other 
ic::sue-·. I ant net going to burke the ques­
tion, but I haYc too much to talk about at 
the prcs,,nt time. Regarding operations at 
C:hillag-oe, ·,-.-e can take that as an illustra· 
lion of what the Government arc doing. I 
n:.akc bold to say that tho.:;c op('rations are 
costing this country approximately £1,000 or 
£1.500 per week. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: You are quite 
wrong. 

Hr. ELPHI~STOKE: I ,,m not wrong. 
YDu do not give us any information ·when 
we ask for it. You ,idetrack every ques· 
tion that is put to you, and wo have to 
resort to all kinds of deYico to get the infor· 
rnation we require. The Gov

1
ernment are 

inquisitorial to great degree when they arc 
finding out what is a taxpayer's income, and 
what is his expenditure; yet we, as the 
rcproscntativr;:; of the taxpavcr-e:, cannot 
get si1nilar infonna tion fron1 thn Govern~ 
1nent when v,ro roq_uire it. If \Ve ask how 
1noney is expended, the question is side~ 
tracked by all kinds of ubterfuges, in order 
to staYo ofT the cYil day. During the past 
L ;v we 2ks it h,-l$ b('en 11ainful to see the 
'·'ay respon cible J\linisters conceive it to be 
thei:r -clu.,;: to :-idetrack questions, and refuse 
to giYe information to the Opposition. The 
fact rem a ins that it is costing the country 
from £1,000 to £1,500 per week to run the 
Rmcltcrs ut Chilla.r::·oe. Suppose the l,.iount 
.Morgan Cobpany had that money to JH.Y out 
eyery \Vcf'k, what n g-reat suc~css they \t·ould 
have '11adc of it, too! Any Goycrnmcnt that 
is goinf.{ to rely upon CO!Jper c .::cecding the 
pricn th '.t it is to-day is living in a fool's 
paradise. 

Th0 UmiE SECHET.\RY: Copper lb the 
smallest production there. 

Mr. ELPHI'!'\STO'lE: Juc:king by the 
uitcn.nce·· of the Secretary for l\1ines, he is 
vainly hoping that the prices of copper and 
lead are going to incrE,ase to something like 
the war level. I prophes•; that neither copper 
nor lead will increase mu8h beyond their 
price to-day. .As a matter of fact, the price 
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of copper to-day is 20 per cent. to 25 per 
cent. higher than it was before the war. 

T:,e HmrE SECREl'.\HY: You are wrong. I 
will gi vc you the figures. 

1\lr. ELPHINSTONE: I have got the 
figures myself. Copper v·as £56 in 1914, 
bilfore the war, and to-day it is £68, or, 
approximately, 20 per cent. higher. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: You are absolutely 
\\T01lg. 

l\1r. ELPHIKSTO:'\E: If I am wrong, I 
will have tho manliness to admit it. I 
listened to the hon. member for Bowen 
pleading the case for the electorate he repre­
sents, and an electorate of which I am very 
fond. The hon. gentleman referred to the 
State iron and steel work' at Bowcn, but let 
me tell him tbat he will never see any State 
iron and steel 1Yorks in Bowen. 

J\ir. CoLLINS: I am weli aware of that, if 
your party can stop it. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I did not say my 
party v. as going to stop it, but I will tell 
you our proposal. At any rate, this party 
is not going to spend any tnore 1noney 
on Sta tc enterprises. If the hDn. m em her 
wants to know our policy for Bowen, I will 
give him my opinion, and it is the opinion 
I am going to vote for when the question 
Df framing our policy is being considered. 
First of all, we intend to complete the 
railway to the Bowen coalfields. 

Mr. COLLINS: It will be completed without 
}'OU. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You will be dead 
and buried before it is built, at the pre-sent 
rate. When we complete the Dowen coal­
fields railway, >.e will see that coal-handling 
appliances are installed to handle the coal as 
soon as it is available. When that is done, 
we will !.cave it to private enterprise to step 
in. Are the big iron and steel works at 
N cwcastle run by the State? No; they are 
run by private enterprise; and it is because 
they are so well run by a private company 
that Newcastle has become the manufactur­
ing hub of Australia. When we get the 
railwa:,· completed to the Dowen coalfield, 
when we prm·ide the coal-handling facilities, 
and have the coal available, and with the 
\\ater available at Bowen, and when we 
h. ve all the raw materials, such as limestone 
at ILtnd, and so forth, then wo will say to 
private enterprie~, "There are all the facili­
tiFs for }'OU. Go on with the manufacture 
of iron and steel." T·hat is the onlv wav 
that we will get the iron and steel w;rl<s O:t 
Bow en. 

Mr. COLLINS: \Vhy didn't private enter­
prise go in for iron and steel works there 
before the advent of this Government? 

Mr. ELPHI="STO:"JE: If the hon. gen­
tleman a-J<s me the question without notice 
to-morrow, I will answer it. (Laughtnr.) 

Coming ·now to the Main Roads Board, 
that is another very important matter which 
has been sidetracked. \\"here is the reference 
to the Mrtin Roads Board in the Speech 
from the Throne? Here we have three com­
petent gentlemen-! believe them to be com­
petent-touring Queensland, and doing 
excellent work ; but the time will soon come 
when their investigaticnb will end, and they 
must e:et to busine,s. vVhere is the evidence 
of the actual work being proceeded with? 
We know that the fmancial situation has 

~urbt'd the whole matter, and the only refer­
ence to it in the S'pcech from the Throne is 
really a pious hove, and nothing cL'"e. 

The SEORET.\RY FOR PcBLICJ LANDS: You arc 
plc csed with that. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO='iE : .In one sens,, I am 
,,], nsed, bec-ause it means the exit of hon. 
gentlemen opposite ver~- shortly, but I am 
cony for the credit of Queensland that such 
u thing has ham>cned. 

I might bricfl:· refer to t.he Unemployed 
Bill, and in reference to that it \i ,~,s :unl_l_sinJI 
and quite encouraging, too, to road the 
s JCccih made bv the hon. member for Too­
'''00111'lla. Spciking at a g·at·hering of the 
nnemployc-d, the hon. member .-aid that hD 
had hope·d the Government would bring for­
.,-ard the Unemployed i¥orkers Dill, but he 
thon~·ht no.v that that measure should not 
be pa~,~cd because it 'voulcl throw 1110l'C n1cn 

out of employment. (Opposition laughter.) 
\Ye occasionally g'2t crumbs of ,;atisfaetion 
t1l1rown to us, even by the hon. member for 
Toowoomba. That is exactly what we said to 
tlw Government when the' Bill was intro­
duced, and we arc g~ud to get the hon. 
gentleman's opinion now that the Unern­
ployrd Workers Bill is not what he thought 
it ''"<~'-" when it was introduced. Hon. rnem­
bers opposite ha.-e been in office for. six 
years, and thoy i:qb'o•duced the Unemployed 
Workers Bill, but it was thrown out by the 
Upper House. Now they have no Upper 
House to contend with, because it is 
tnmperamentall}' fitted to suit the views of 
hon. gentlemen opposite, we shall be glad 
to see what kind of hash they are going to 
make of the Bill this sebion. We havo been 
twitted by hon. members opposite with 
1heving no constructive policy, but, if the 
Government had onlv taken the trouble to 
listen to the cpecches from this side for tne 
last four or five vears. thev would have se<en 
a lot of wis-dom·~ in the 6~ggest,ions offereJ. 
I1"tDad of that, they have pref<>rred to stick 
to their socialistic doetrint ;. Although refn­
encc is made in the Speech to the Utw.-,1-
ployed \Vorkers Bill, I haYe in front of me 
the se~hcdule of Bills to be introduced, and 
aft?.r sea.rching it five or six tin1es I cannot 
find any Dnemployed \Vorkers Bill there at 
.a 11 I sec a S1aughtt?ring Act Amendn11~nt 
Bill, and I alw 'ee an Insanity Bill. An; 
either of those the Unemployed iVorkers 
Bill? because, if not, I sec no reference what­
ever to it. Is this simply ~no-ther fake to 
satisfy the unemployed? 

'Passing now to the Legislative Council, 
we on this side hope that the Council is 
P"oing to be wiped out. If there is an,1 
mcerity in Hhe Govcrmnent, t-hey must bring-

that measure for'\vard ag·ain this year. )[eaJ• 
2 fter year they have brought it fonvard, but 
they are not r<,oing to do it this ''ear. You 
have to go to the Opposition to find out. what 
the Government are doing, and we nn tell 
you that the Government arc not going to 
pass the Dill this year. If it is intro­
-duced, it will b"c a]Ilongst the "slang"hterod 
innocent's,'' and t'he Government will c-ay that 
they got short of breath before they got. it 
through. 

I sec 110 reference to the Greater Brisbane 
Dill. \Ye heard las•t year that it wa< an 
a bsolut•· necossitv, but thel'e is no reference 
t l it here. There is no Initiative and 
Reft'rcndum Bill. What has happened to it? 
\\"e were told how necessary it was to have 
that Bill introduced. The Council threw 
it out m 1919, and now it has been 

Jlr. Elphinstone.] 



524 Address in Reply, [ASSEJ\:lBLY.] Address in Reply. 

sidetracked. 'What has become of the 
" Fla.pper Vote" Bill? T·hese gentlemen are 
soon to go before their masters, and they 
know the " flappers" will not help them. 
The hon. member for Bowon told us that all 
the wisdom of the centuries was centred in 
the c:hiklrcn of oiglhtoen and nineteen years 
oi age, but now that he has got t<J face the 
electors he has wddonly discovered that thev 
have got the wisdom that he spoke of, and 
that they will exercise it in a way t1hat will 
not be to his a·dvantage. 

T'ho hon. member for Barcoo made refer­
ence to the question of interest, and that is 
an important matter for us to consider. No 
country can progrbs "ith the large rate of 
interest we have to pay at the present time. 
It i;:; no uso g.aing to those who give us 
accornm<Jdation unless we know how to 
respect our contracts. The rate of intere-·t 
will he high in Queensland s<J long as we fail 
to .ic.tisfy those "110 lend us the money that 
their securitY is all right. Queensland can 
borr<Jw all rignt if she pays the pric0, but 
we want it to enjoy the same status as we 
U·t·d t<J have, and we must show that we are 
part of an Empire which knm;·s what the 
sHnctity of contract means. Therefore, as 
soon as we take over the reins of g·overnment 
we can reduce, or help to reduce, the rate of 
interest which is becoming a menace to this 
C'ountry. Tlhere is a eerL.tiln) an1ount of 
ron.olation in the fact that we arc not rais­
jng large sun1s of money in tin1eJ when that 
money would cost us 6~ per cent. If bv 
putting o!I the raising of loans for twelve 
months 'H' can re-establish om· security and 
get money for a point or a point. and .a-half 
If ·;s than at the present time, then Queens­
land can 1ha ve som-e cause for grat-ification for 
some of the mistakes that have hoen made by 
hon. rnc,mbcrs opposite. ' 

Mr. PEASE: How can voa keep on building-
railways without money? · 

J'lfr. ELPHINSTOXE: Hon. gentlemen 
opposite seem to think that all they have to 
do is to go on building railways. I contend 
that the building of railways is finished for 
the time being, and we have to make the 
best use of the railways which we have at 
our disposal at the present moment. with 
three exceptions. I have never hesitated to 
state those exceptions. One is the comple­
tion of t-he North Coast Railwa:c; the second 
is the huilding of the Winton-Longreach con­
nection; and the third is the Morinda to 
Bowcn coalfield line. 

Mr. STOP FORD (llf 01t'd 11f organ): The 
hon. member for Oxley devoted a consider· 
able amount of his time trving to defend 
the statement of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis that the only solution of the difficul­
ties confronting Queensland is a reduction of 
wages. The hon. member for Oxlev is ono 
of the mo,t far-seeing men on the other side 
of the House, because he clearly realises that 
an admis;;ion like that going forth to the 
people, particularly when it is supported by 
thP lcad0r of his party, who is in a position 
to speak officially for the party, rnust at 
least have the effect of making the people 
look back into past history and sec for them­
selves how these financiers got m-er their 
<lifficultios when a similar problem confronted 
them in 1902. The hon. member sought to 
show in the remarks he made on the Mount 
Morgan question that it was not a matter 
that could be adj ustod by any influence other 
than the men and the company ; yet he 
recorded his vote the other day in favour of 
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a motion indicting the Government because 
they had not amended the Arbitration Court 
'"' ard in ol'dcr to force back to work men 
who did not want to go back to work except 
under the legal award then existing. Can 
you reconcile the statements he made a few 
days ago with the statement he has just 
ma·de, which clearly show that that party 
recognises that this young and inexperienced 
member from Port Curtis ha' unwittingly 
told the people '"hat the party opposite 
desired to suppress? I agree with the hon. 
member for Oxlcy that the Mount Morgan 
difficulty is one that can only be arrived at 
by the two pa1·tic\s to the dispute. I desire 
to point out to the people of Queensland that 
to-day we are suffering from the results <Jf 
a world-wi-de war madnP·B that has left 
behind it the natural financial headache. and 
that the people who would have conscripted 
the young men of this country and wh<J would 
have robbed the· industries of this country 
of the nc,;e;-~n· manhood to carry them on 
are to-daY confessing in the Federal Parlia­
ment that they are unable to meet their 
obligation to the men who volunteered and 
went to the war of their own free will. 

Mr. KERR: That is not correct. 

Mr. STOPFORD: It is correct. I have 
been to the Soldier Scttleme:rt Office of this 
State on no less than six occetsions during 
the past fortnight to ask for money for a 
returned soldier who has purchased a pro­
perty in Mount Morgan, and I have been 
told that they are held up becau~o they 
cannot get a definite answer horn the Federal 
Government. During the conscription cam­
paign, hon. members on this side of the 
House were labelled as disloy:d, and were 
called anything but gentlemen, simply 
because they pointed out that the truest 
loyalty to the Empire and to the men who 
had volunteered for the front was for those 
who had been loft behind to do their duty 
bv seeing that the industrial life of the coun­
try was not impaired for those men when 
they came back. To-day we find that the 
fathers who sent their sons to the front are 
confronted with the difficulty of having to 
stand, like they are doing in 1\Iount Morgan, 
to tr0· and retain for themselves a fair living 
wage; and yet every one of those " flag 
flappers" and patriotic "soolers ., who called 
us disloyal in 1916 and sold their patriotism 
for 6 per cent. are to-da:; receiving the war 
price that they were able to demand for 
their money; and the only utterance I have 
ever heard on the question from hon. gentle­
men opposite was the utterance by the hon. 
member for Oxley, 'vho is in closer touch 
with public opinion than an inexperienced 
young man like the hon. member for Port 
Curtis. who has to realise that sooner or 
later the question is not going to be how 
much further vou can drive the worker, but 
how long he Is going to submit blindly to 
the loss of his son and to the increased taxa.­
tion in the form of customs revenue that is 
imposed u'pon his class to pay ·the heavy 
burden of war debt and taxation as a result 
of the war. The worker is going to a_k this 
rFasonahlo question: "\Yln· do the na.tion;, 
not rea]io.e that the whole trou·ble confront­
ing the indu.,trial life not only of this coun­
try but of eYerv countrv in the ':vorld is the 
disorgani~,8d c~Chango r~ate ?" He has got a. 
Tig-ht to -dcmancl thnt these war debts be 
wined out, if rwccsc'lr_v. to bring the exchango 
rate hack to normal before he is asked to 
suffer an~' re-duction in wages. 
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The hon. member for Port Curtis, in com­
menting on my speech, practically accused 
me of misrepresenting the position. This 
young man entered this Chamber with a 
paper-made reputation that -he has not been 
able to live up to. I remember reading in 
the "Daily Mail" a statement something 
like this: "W oothakata has given us Theo­
uore, and Port C!.!rtis has given us Fletcher." 
(Government laughter.) I am beginnin~ to 
know and realise F!etchcr. There is a" pic­
ture whrch you sec in any music shop of a 
~ittlc terrier listening to a phonograph. It 
rs labelled "His master's voice." \Vhen I 
rea<:! t-he hon. member's speech the other 
mght. I really thought I was listening to 
Mr. Boycl, the manager of the Mount Mm·gan 
company. 

Mr. FLE'fC'HllR: Mr. Boyd is a very smart 
man. 

. Mr. STOPFORD : The hon. gentleman is 
nght. He is a very smart man, and the 
lomger the hon. member is acquainted with him 
and the _longer Mr. Boyd uses him the greater 
a?mlratwn the hon. member will have for 
hrs smartne0 9. I understand Mr. Boyd much 
better than the hon. gentleman. He is using 
the hon. gentleman as a tube to speak 
through in this House. I know Alexander 
Bo" cl.. Gntil recently I thought his one 
a:n;b1bon was t? become the industrial cap­
tam of Austral! a; but to-dav I realise that 
his ambition is greater. lie has become 
Americanised; he not only wants to becon1e 
the industrial captain of Australia but he 
wants to be the political captain 'as well. 
The hon. member for Port Cm·tis having 
failed as his advocate, Mr. Boyd has adopted 
Amencan methods, and he has called " Two­
gun Jim of Normanby" to his assistance. 
(Government laughter.) This man has con­
fe'lsed that, at the point of the gun he is able 
to hold up Ministers in their offices U:nd demand 
for his electorate things that he probably 
knew the electorate should not receive. N~ 
doubt, the hon. member who has become "gun­
man " for Mr. Boyd, when he returns to this 
House, will support the advocacy of the hon. 
m_embe~ for l'or~ Curtis, and .. Mr. Boyd's 
wish will be gratified. I will sav this about 
the honourable " Two-gun member for 
Normanby," that it is usual for gunmen to 
~perate in the hills and the mountaim and 
I was rather disappointed that the' hon. 
member, when ho was doing his "Bill Hart 
act " the other night, did not go 16 milE' 
further on his journey up into the mountains 
of Mount Morgan. where 600 of his electors 
would have boon pleased to welcome him, and 
where out of 600 votes cast he receive-d some­
thing like 200 of a majoritv. Instead of that he 
thought t~at )le would 'attack the enemy, 
and not Ius fncnds, and he went to a little 
place called Gracemere, where the vote cast 
"''" eighty-five, and where his position was 
that of a minority candidate when the poll 
was declared. It was there that he unloaded 
certain statements about the Mount l'IIorl!;an 
position, to which I will reply la.ter on. 

Mr. KING: Wh<>n he is in the House. 

Mr. STOPFORD: On my return from 
Sydney I was told that the hon. member for 
Port \Jurtis ~ad done a hrriblc thing in 
attackmg me m my absenc~. I do not regard 
that as a terrible thing. A man's place is to 
be in the Home. I am not going to attack 
the hon. member for Normanby. I am 
simply going· to reply to Mr. Boyd's mis­
statements that the hon. member for Port 
Curtis voiced in the speech he dcli vered here 

the other night. The hon. member for Port 
Curtis not only misstated the case, but in 
doing so he n_1isquoted what I had said. 
He stated that I had said that the Mount 
Morgan Goldmining Company had used harsh 
treatment towards their returned soldier 
employees. 

Mr .. FLETCHER: I did not say that. 
Mr. STOPFORD : He practically stated 

that I said that these men wore not reinstated 
in their employment when they returned. 

Mr. FLETC'HER: I said that you said that 
they were dismissed. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. member does 
not know what he said. \Vhat he said was 
this-

" He said that the 500 men who left 
had not been reinstated and the company 
had not honomed its pledges to thorn. 
As a matter of fact, only 256 of the men 
who left l\Iount Morgan r<>turned to the 
mine. The company, in addition to those 
256 men, put on another 236 returned 
soldier, from other parts, but when the 
mine closed down only 151 remained. 
Some of the others had taken more 
remunerative jobs in other places, whilst 
others had gone on the land." 

Does the hon. ·member say that he did not 
say that? 

Mr. FLE'fCHER: I F.tid that. 

C'vlr. STOPFORD: You just admitted say­
ing that I said they were not reinstated. 

Mr. FLETCIIER: You said the company harl 
not honoured its pledges because it had pm 
the returned soldiers off. 

Mr. STOPFORD : I will tell the hon. 
gentleman what I did say. I said--

" They rccei ved the usual promise 
from their employers-that, when they 
returned, their welfare would be in the 
ca.re of their employers. Yet the other 
dav) for no apparent rAason, or con~ 
virlcing reason, the n1anagement closed 
down their mine, dismissed those 500 
returned soldiers, and threw them upon 
the labour market." 

Not one stotement that I made in that speech 
was made without due regard to it3 correct-

ness. \Vhen the mine closed 
[5.30 p.m.] down, and after negotiations had 

failed, I approached the Cabinet 
and asked them to give a rebate on railway 
freights, in the hope that the company might 
carry on. \Vhen it was made public, a 
prominent friend of a returned soldier in 
:\fount Morgan wrote and told me that I ought 
to approach the Federal Government, which 
had certain responsibilities to returned sol­
diers, 500 of whom were affccited by the closing 
of Mount Morgan. Now, the Mount Morgan 
Australi~n \Vorkors' Union books show that, 
when the mine closed down, wo had between 
3QO and 400 members of our organieation 
\vorkin()" in the mino. \Vhon we consider 
that th~re arc a. number of other un;onists 
operating in the town, it will be realised 
that that was no mistake. The hon. member 
also stated that the wages \Wrc very much 
higher with the 20 per cent. reduction than 
those which were in operation in Mount Mor­
gan before the mine closed down. As a 
1natt~r of fart, tho n1inimum '"a-go before 
the men went to the front wa, £3 3s. per 
week. and the 20 pe1· cent. reduction now 
would bring it to £3 5s. But the value of 
wages is not the amount a man gets in an 
envelope, but the commoditieo, which tho 
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mmwy in the envelope will purchaFe. If 
you compare 1914 with 1921, you will find 
that 1ny statcawnt is in no way erroneous. 

The hon. member for Port Curt is aleo 
stated that it was no surprieo to the Mount 
:'\lorgan m ·n Yhcn the mine was closed 
down; that they were not stunned, that 
1 he people were expecting it, th~t c- rtain 
notices had been posted at the works, and 
tho 111en wcr·c ·expecting a reduction in 
,.·ag<'s. I dated that the men had gone on 
their holidttys, and that, when they returned, 
thev were stunned to fmd that their jo1Js 
wc1:c not waiting for them. The hon. mem­
ber quotBd a notice which was placed on 
tho works in J anuarv, three months before 
the closure took plac-;,, but that notice ha,d 
nothing to do with the position which arose 
in March. I think I was the first man in 
Queensland whom Mr. Boyd approached on 
the question of a conforo'nce with the men. 
Ho came to me in Brisbane and laid his 
cards on the table, showing me particularly 
the very adverse side of things. He stated 
th11t it was his intention to call his employees 
together and to put the cas·e bcfDrc the 
court. I advised Mr. Boyd that, no matter 
\\hat agrecn1.ent they might arrive at, tho 
matter would Pvcntually have to finish up in 
the Arbitration Court, and that th · fairest 
and quickest method was to call together 
the unions operating in JIIIount Morgan and 
let thPm deal with the matter. Mr. Doyd 
immediately wired-because he had not time 
to write-to Mount l\forgan to his assistant 
manager, asking him to get in touch with 
the various unions and to arrange a con­
ference. The conference was held on 30th 
March. The mine closed dov>n on 25th 
March, and e,·en the delegates representing 
tho unions never received their notic·e until 
the last dav before the mine was to be 
c1o"·d down: \Vhen the parties met it was 
not a conference, hut something like the 
co-operative store that my friend Dpposite 
insists upon talking about-a store that gave 
to the men a cornmittee of n1anagement, but 
gave to the manas:~ r, 'vho was chairman of 
the store. the power of veto. \Vhcn Mr. 
Boyd went into the conference-room, the 
first thing he did was to throw down his 
proposal for a 20 per cent. reduction, and his 
words were: "Twenty pe1· cent. or nothing." 

Mr. FLETCHER: Did he just use those words 
without any explanation? 

Mr. STOPFORD : He explained the 
position. 

l\!Ir. FLETCHER: Did the men under ,tand 
the economic position in the world? 

Mr. STOPFORD: You have not time to 
think of the economic position in the w·orld 
in a case like that; you think you arc going 
to be pushe-d over the edge of the world if 
you vet a. reduction of 20 per cent. in wages. 
The bun. member asked me if it was a fact 
that the cost of living had dropped 20 per 
cent. in a certain period. I want to ask the 
hoi'. member, as I asked l\Ir. Do:-d, "Who 
is it that gct.s any advnntave from the reduc­
tion in the cost of living first-the man who 
purchFscs in the retail store, or the man who 
purcha,es from the wholesaler?" It is the 
n1an •rho purchase" frotn the wholesaler 
cn:-ry time. l\1r. Boy·d cannot explain, nor 
can the. hor:. Inemher explain, why during 
the pcnod 111 which tlw 20 p •r c~nt. rodnc­
'ion obhinccl. the lVIount Morg;an Gold 
_:,fining Company, ·who buy ·whole~alc, sho\v 
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an increased cost on their production. That 
is the point-why. in the period they claim 
the workers' costs have come down, they 
;how that their costs have ris·en. That is 
why we ask for an inquiry, not into the 
figures they prepare, but into figures relat­
inv to the justif-ication of their costs. The 
hon. member did not understand that we 
did not claim that these figures were wrong 
or "faked." \Vhat I tried to show v.as that 
the inquiry which was lwld was not an 
inquiry into the cmt or the justification for 
the cost. W c claim that the overhead 
expenses of the Mount M01·gan Gold Mining 
Company to-day, when they are selling the 
commodity that is subject to the fluctuations 
of the wodd's market, arc prectical!y the 
sarnc as when th_y were selling a commodity 
tbat had a standard Yaluo, and there was 
plenty of the product: in other words, the 
Mount Morg-an Gold Mining Company, 
having one of the richc'<t goldmines in the 
world, were able to initiate extravagant over­
he 1d expenses, and those expenses in a large 
measure exist to-day. When the company 
are faced with tho difficulty of makinv ends 
meet, they take what they believe to be the 
line of least resistance-that is, they try to 
chop a bit off their workers' wages. We say 
that we do not expect industry to accom­
plish the impos-Jiblc; we do not say that in an 
industry which cannot pay wages the em­
ployer should be breed to work it; but 
we say that, before they can justify a reduc­
tion in wages, they should meet the workers 
and go to the court and prove thor·e that 
their costs have vane up in a legitimate 
manner like we do. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Don't you know that it was 
in1po"sible to reduce overhead expenses? 
Their overhead expense" depend on influences 
oYer which they have no control. 

J\Ir. STOPFORD : T!hcir overhead expenses 
arc largely of their own creation, and are not 
due to any other influence at all. The hon. 
m em her's speech omitted every main 
principle that I dealt with in my address. 
He absolutely refused to touch the main 
principles. but singled out one or two little 
things not worthv of notice, and tried to 
build a case round them. The hon. member, 
in the first place, did not dispute the fact 
that the Arbitration Court has power to deal 
\vith the case-that the Mount Morvan Com­
pany had a case in court and withdrew it. 
He did not dispute the fact t.hat the minimum 
rate of wages at Mount Morgan is £4 1s. 
per week, while in Brisbane it is £4 5s. with 
four hours' less work. To prove his argu­
ment he singled out the fact that I said 
hluche1· boots were costing 27s. 6d. per pair. 
The hon. member to disprove that said, " In 
the Mount Mm·gan Gold Mining Compan.v's 
store they are selling bluchpr boots at 19s. 
6d." You can get t·hcm for 10s. 6d. per pair. 
You can get a flannel shirt for 2s. lld., but 
you put it on to-night, and you have 
lHleurnonia to-Inon·o,v night. (Government 
lauvhtcr.) Bccauec you can g·ct thoee things 
as stated, it ·doe not pr0ve that that is the 
price the men pay for them. If the hon. 
member had studied the question, he would 
have rc;,liscd that my argument wns that the 
nature of the work in Mount Morg-an was c,o 
hnrd on boots :end ehirts comp:ned 'vit;h the 
work in Brisbnno that it did not matter if 
the boots were h. per pair, the Mount l\Ior­
g-an men would nso three or four pairs of 
boots as against the higher paid man working 
in Bri bane. 
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Tho hen. member for Port Curtis disputes 
the figures I gave a.s to the calls of the 
ambulance brigade, and he said very 
cleverly that he did not intend to go into 
details on the figures that he quoted. The 
l10n. member said that there were practi­
cally 1,800 accidents in Mount ~.Iorgan in the 
period covered by my figure., but he knows 
that js wrong. 

~fr. FLETCHER: Accidents and sicknees 
cases. 

Mr. STOPFORD : Quite so. quoted 
G.g·ures supplied to me by the SU)Jeriutcndent 
of t·he ambulance brigade. 

Mr. FLETCHER: So did I. 

Mr. STOPFORD: When at Mount Morgan 
I asked the superintencleet of the ambulance 
brigade to give me the accident figures as 
far as the vrorks ·were concerned; but, as he 
had not got them recorded separatPly, he 
promised to separate them and send them to 
mo in Brisbane. He sent the figures, which 
I made available to t1he Pre:,s, and also 
quoted in this House. I was generous to the 
:viount Morgan Company. I merely quoted 
the figures to prove that a man working in 
the Mount J\1organ Mine was subject to more 
danger t•han a man working in the other 
industri('s outside. I placed no blame on the 
Moun_t Morgon Gold Mine, be<·ause I realise 
that there is no company in Australia that 
would be prepared to spend more money to 
safcguar·d the lives and limbs of their 
,.,·orkcrs than the Mount JV.Iorgan Company. 
That was my experience there. But the hon. 
member said that I bunched all the figures, 
.and that he had figures showing 1,800 cases. 
which he roid included sicknes·; as well, and 
[,niehed up by saying, " As a matter of fact, 
a close analysis of the position discloses that 
there are more acciuents in the town than 
at the works." 

Mr. FLETCHER: Proportionately. 

Mr. STOP FORD: I was verv light in 
dealing with t'he position, because" I credited 
the Mount Morgan Company with the whole 
ol their 1.700 employees. I gave them credit 
for all the employees at :Yiarmor and at 
Iron Island. whose accidents are not recorded 
at Mount Morgan at all. The hon. member 
for Fitzroy was able to obtain figures on th0 
wbject from the Mines Department, which 
·do not s.how as many accidents as I stated. 
That c<tn easily be ·accounted for, because 
thme are onlv accidents which are notifwble 
under the Mining Act, and plenty of the 
::Uount Morgan employees might meet with 
accidents that are not recorded under the 
Mining Act. The l\line< Department show 
that for 1920 there were five fatal accidents 
and twcntv-one non-fatal accidents-accidents 
of a vcrJ Serious nature, into which inquirie<:; 
:had to be held-as "~ll as 943 recorded 
accidents. After the hon. gentleman's speech 
appeared in the Press the secrel:tn· of t·he 
Australian ·workers' Union sent me these 
figures for the three montts of this year, up 
to the time when the mine closed. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I was not dealing with that. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I am going to show 
that the fig·ures I quoted and the average 
of the accidenb this year work out at practi­
callv tlw same. The severe acciden\c, num­
bered 60 and the slight accidents 3{5-a 
total of 405. If ''OU rnultinl.v thrrt by four. 
it will give you a total of 1.620 nccidcnts. 
I l1ave also a letter from the hcasnrcr of 
the Mount ~Im·gan Hospital, in v hit h he 

states that before the mine closed down the 
average in-patients of that hospital were 
forty per day, but, since the accident cases 
that were in the hospital when the works 
closed were discharged, and, in spite of the 
fact that an epidemic of scarlatina had been 
raging amongst the children, the averag·e 
droppecl down to twenty per day. I intended 
to show, not the number of accidents but 
the difference in the risk run by the men in 
::V1ount Mor15an, ·who arc .ac;;kcd to \YOrk for 
£3 5s. a week, cornparcd with 1nen in 
healthy occupations and in other parts of 
the State; and I think I have conclusively 
proved my case. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The Arbitration Court is 
supposed to take that into consideration. 

Mr. STOP FORD: It has never been taken 
into consideration, for the reason that th~· 
company have been able to go in and plead 
such a poor mouth that the judge has said 
that, in the interests of the industry, he 
could not give the men what thev were justly 
entitled to. I have not said one word about 
the men who died last year from miners' 
phthisis. There were at leaet six men who 
died from miners' phthisis, and on the books 
of the Stall) Insurance Department there 
are to-day thirty-eight men in Mount Morgan 
who are receiving the full benefits under the 
Act-a further thirty-eight men who are 
receiving the compassionate grant. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I was not dispu,ing that 
at all. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You are not disputing 
it, but you practically asserted that I was 
exaggerating the position when, as a matter 
of fact, I did not exaggerate but under­
estimated the position. The Mount Morgan 
Gold Mining Company claim they are con­
ducting an industry that cannot pay more 
than £3 5s. for the support of a man, his 
wife, and children. If that industry is going 
t·) re,ult in so many men being crippled and 
ir,jured in health, it would be far better for 
the State and for Australia if Mount Morgau 
never opened. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. gentleman 
never attempted in his speech to justify the 
actwn of the company; he merely attempted 
to clou<:\ the issue by selecting one or two 
httle thmgs. 

Mr. FLETCHER: How do you cA>mpare your 
statement with the Premier's statement? 

Mr. STOP FORD: The Premier made the 
statement that the offer was a fair one but 
he was basing that on the fact that the 
Government were to give £1,000 a week. I 
arn not going to allow anyone to mix up that 
£1,000 a week with ·the case between 
employer and employee. I told the hon. 
gentleman that his master, l\1r. Boyd, was 
one of the cleverest industrialists in Aus­
t:alia .. That gentleman proved it conclu­
sn:ely m the negotiations, when he cleverly 
at· empted to transfer the fight from one 
bet><•cen the employees and himself to one 
between the Government and the men. Mr. 
Doyd took good care that his original offer 
of a 20 per cent. reduction stood irrespective 
ot the wage the man might get in his pay 
envchpe, If the prophecy of the hon. gentle. 
man wet; fulfilled, and we ',;·ere to he put 
on' of office in a fortnight, how long would 
hon. f:Cntlcnwn-,vho, in this Chan1br~r, haye 
proclaimc'd that the only solution of the 
trouble is a reduction in wagc·"-honour that 

Mr. Stopford.l 



528 Address in Reply. [ ASSElYIBL Y.] Address in Reply. 

pledge of £1,000 a woek? They would 
repudiate any continuance of it. 

Iv1r. FLETCHER: We ha Ye not giv{'ll any 
pledge. 

Mr. STOPFORD: No, but the Government 
were giving a pledge. Mr. Boyd would have 
cleverly transferred the light, and made it 
ot1C between the men and the Goycrnment in 
power. Tho whole position is that the men 
oi Mount Morgan are prepared to work 
immediately Mr. Boyd is prepared to pay 
rh8 legal rate of wages. l\Ir. Boyd is fully 
a "·are of that also. 

Mr. FLE1'CHER: What about the conspiracy 
you alleged to exist, in your last speoc h 'I 

Mr. S'I'OFFORD : Doe3 tho hon. gentle­
nlan 'vant any more evidence of the eon­
epiracy '! He has it in the actions of the 
whole of the mining industry of Australia, 
in the whole of the actions of the Federal 
Government, who are closing down industries 
ouch as that at Canungra described by Mr. 
A. Wicnhnlt, who are responsible for whole­
sale sacking at Lithgow, at Cockatoo Island, 
and v.rherever they carry on their industries, 
and who are sending round special boards 
to try and reduce Uhe cornp:m.sation to 
,oldiers when they cannot got their local 
doc-tors to do it. The hon. gentleman asked 
me to justify the conspiracy. I say it is 
apparent to anyone who noticr'"' the artificial 
unornp loyn1ent which exists in Qu8ensland 
to-day. One. of the strongest points of the 
hon. member for Normanby in his speech 
rlt Gracen1e1·e was that certain vested inter­
Cfi" lmd refused to in vest in Queensland 
o.lthongh they had all their plans ready. \Ve 
know very woll that that is not correct­
that in every industry they are n1aking a 
definite attempt to create artificial unemploy. 
ment because they believe that sooner or 
letor the workers will be compelled by force 
of circumstances to accept a lower rate than 
they otherwise would. The hon. gentleman 
>aid that my statements regarding contribu­
tions to the Mount Mm·gan ambulance and 
hospital were wrong. He said that prior to 
1914, when trouble took place between the 
committee of the hospital and the manage­
ment of the company, the l'l1ount Jlil:organ 
Company had made handsome donations to 
the hospital and ambulance. 11y statement 
was that they had not contributed either to 
the ambulance or the hospital. I wir&d to 
tho treasurer of tlw lliount Morgan Hospital; 
and this is his reply-

" Company has only mado one cash 
donation to hospital since 1889. This 
donation received 6th August, 1903, 
amounting to £356 14s. 1d .. representing 
Bubsidy at rato of pound for vound on 
amount collected from omplo"·ees and 
townspeople during that period. 

"LA:.IONT." 

The sender followed that wire with a letter 
stating that they had made an exhaustive 
oearch of the books. I was pr<•.,idcnt of thd 
::llcunt Mm·gan Hospital in 1912, and had 
been connected with it for five years pre­
viously. I was on the committee when the 
change in the timbering svstem at the mine 
killed several of my mat'es. Although the 
company's officials came to the hospital to 
tell us what to do, we were able to fire them 
off the veranda because not ono \Vas a sub­
scriber to the hospital. I venture to say 
that the hon. gentleman's friend, Mr. Boyd, 
has not contributed one penny to the hospital 
dul'ing the period he has boon manager of 
that mine. I want to explain about that 
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penny which occurs in the donation. The 
hospital got into a very low financial posi­
tion, and they felt that an appeal to the 
big company might result in a donation. 
They made a special appeal, and the com­
pany replied that if the men employed in 
the mine and the townspeople would make 
a ·pecial effort to collect money, they would 
subsidise it to the extent of £1 for £1. They 
W{'re so careful not to repudiate their agree­
ment that, when there was an odd penny. 
they would not make it up to a "bob." 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. FLETCHER: It sounds weak. 

l\Ir. STOPFORD: It is very weak, con­
sidering that eighteen years ago, when the 
hospital was in a bad financial position, this 
company, who send their wounded up there, 
asked their men to double their contributions 
for the year, before they would subsidise it 
£1 for £1. The hon. gentleman inferred 
that the company had contributed £500 to 
the ambulance brigade in two years. :!'\ othing 
of the eort ! I definitelv state that the 
Mount Mm·gan Company contribute nothing. 
They pay for ,01·vices rendered. Under the 
Mining Act, the company are supposed to 
make provision for the moving of their 
wounded and killed from off the works. 
Bdore the ~1onnt l\forgan Ambulance was 
started, this generous company used to 
remove the-m to the hospitttl in an oil cart. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Do you not know they pay 
£15,000 a year to the State insurance? 

Mr. S'l'OPFOUD : The hon. gentleman 
knows that this Gon,rnment made them pay 
that. It was the advocacy of this party which 
led to that _\et being brought in. Does he 
think the comp <ny \YOtdd pay it otherwise' 
They did not pay it to any private company. 
They nevor paid compensation before we 
made them; every case was fought in the 
court. 

Mr. FLETCHER: 'I'he:: insured with private 
compauios bdore that. 

:Mr. STOPFORD: The hon, gentleman 
stated that the company insured the workers 
in private insurance companies before that. 
I am not hero to talk .about what the :Mount 

l\forgan Company did with pri­
[7 p.m.] vate companies. When I first 

camo to this House, I stated what 
the Mount Mm·gan Company did in that 
direction, and I asked for a bettm· system of 
accjdent insurance. Here Yve have a member 
of Parliament who affects not to know that 
we altered the Act to prevent lawyers 
appearing in cases dealing with injured 
>;orkers. That was a vital matter for the 
workers. 

Mr. FLETCHER: They were liable, us far 
back as 1905. 

Mr. STOPFORD : 'I'he hon. gentleman was 
an employer of labour, and he had to sign 
a contract that he would fight all cas<'' for 
compensation in court, if the insurance corn­
pally ordered him to do so, I do not want 
to debate that point with the hon. gentle­
n1an, becauso my opinion has beon given in 
this Houso, and it is '':oll known. I !mow 
o. man in Mount :iY1organ "·ho lost an eyo. 
There was a man employed there to barter 
with the injured workers, and get them to 
accept lump sums when they were injured. 
The man who lust an eve was offered £25 in 
full settlement. but, be~ause he had someone 
behind him. he hung out, and eventually 
obtained £250. Dealing with tho ambulance 
contribution, tho hon. gentleman justified 
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that as a contribution from tho Mount Mor­
gan Company. I do not regard it as a con­
tribution at all. Before the ambulance 
started in Mount Morgan, the injured 
workers wore conveyed to the hospital in a 
spring cart. The cart was generally used to 
carrv oil to the tram line. If the injured 
man was too bad to stand the knocking 
about in the cart, eight men wore told off 
to calTJ hi1n up in a. stretcher, and, as those 
Pight men were longer coming_ back fro~ 
the hospital than they wore gomg to It. It 
was a fairly expensive matter to the Mount 
ll,1organ Companv. When the ambulanc•J 
"as started they took the responsibility 
apph·ing to' companies under the Mining 
Act · of convoying their wounded to the 
hospital. The ambulance also undertook to 
place in the various ambulance-boxes a full 
sleek of dressings, liniment, etc. 'l'hese 
things were never received before. Pre­
Yiously, if a n1an was injured, they would 
have to ring up the boss, and see if he had 
any ambulance dressings in his office. The 
ambulance brigade replenished all the boxes 
at a cost of about £90, so when that sum 
i; deducted from the £160, you can see it is 
more in the nature of a bargain than a gift. 
Under the scheme, the Mount Morgan Com­
pany also claimed three direct representa­
tives on the committee. and. in addition, they 
claimed a vote for each £1 of the £160 con­
tributed, when electing the workers' repre­
sentatives. The working 1nen, on an average, 
-contributed £300 a year to the ambulance, foi' 
which thev received 300 votes, but the 
Mount Morgan Company had three direct 
representatives and a block vote of 160 v-otes, 
which they used through a proxy, to vote 
for tho other members of tho ambulance 
.,ommittee. What sort of a donation do 
you call that? The corn pany supplied the 
light and >vater, and alw the ground rent 
of tho ambulance, all of which thev collected 
and paid back again as a donation. That 
was really the only donation tho Mount 
Mm·gan Company me.de to the funds of the 
institution. If the ambulance did not oxist, 
perhaps the disgraceful conditions would 
have continued until the unions took charge 
of affairs, and insisted on proper treatment 
for the men. We arc told that we are only 
soapbox orators and agitators; but let m'' 
teil hon. members opposite that it was the 
continued efforts of the soapbox orators and 
agitators that led to the passing of such 
beneficial legislation as the Workers' Com­
pensation Act. (Hear, hear!) The Workers' 
Compensation Act wa,s brought in by a 
·Government led by Mr. Kidston, who was 
a soapbox orator in Rockhampton in the 1S91 
strike, and he got into Parliament as a result 
Df the efforts of the working classes in 
Yarious parts of the State. The hon. gentle­
man misquoted me when he said that I 
romarlced that the average rate of wages at 
Mount JYiorgan was £3 per week. I said 
that a stat<•ment was obbtined from the men 
in one department, and they gave sworn 
evidence to the union representative that 
their average wage was £3 per week for a 
period. The hon. gentleman asks why we 
did not go into court. We went into court 
in 1919. Regarding industrial awards in 
-Queensland, if the hon. gentleman knew any­
thing about them, he would know that you 
cannot giYe evidence about every subject. 
The judge will only call for the evidence he 
wants to clear up a certain point. In 1919 
we were permitted to put witnesses in the 
box. A man went with me to Sydney the 

1921--2 L 

other day. He said he w<:mld write. to me 
from ;-.Jewcastle, and he did so. This man 
soon got employment in Newcastle at 17s. a 
dav and he was informed by the manager 
th~t he would take 'as many Mount Mm·gan 
men as liked to come there. I do not say 
that Newcastle is better than Mount Morgan 
to live in, because, as a matter of fact, thoro 
are more accidents at Newcastle than at 
Mount Morgan, and I am quite satisfied that, 
when Mount Morgan starts again, thco,o men 
will go back there. This is the judgment 
of Mr. Justice Macnaughton in iho case I 
ha vo just referred to-

" The oral evidence called for the 
Austi·alian Workers' Union "as that of 
two emplovees of the company. The first 
of them. H. J. Ross, is a jigman, who 
has been employed by the company for 
five years. He is getting _1s: 5~d. an 
hour-i.e., 1s. above tho mmimum per 
day, am! up to the 9th of February last, 
when tho price of copper fell below £100 
a ton got id. an hour n1ore as a "\Yar 
bonus: He has a wife and four children. 
He produced a 'family budget,' giving 
the details of his expenditure for the 
six months ended tho 4th of May, 1919. 
It shows that he spent 6s. per week, or 
£7 16s. in six months for rent. (This is 
a low rent for :'daunt Morgan.) In the 
purcha•c of meat he spent £9 16s. during 
the period, or a weekly sum of 7s. 6d. 
per week; for bread, £11 14s., or 9s. 
per week; for groceries. £29 Ss., or 
12s. 6d. por week ; for drapery, etc., £5 
Ss. 6d. or 4s. 2d. per week ; for butter, 
milk, and vegetables, £11 10s. 1d., this 
being 2s. nd. per week for milk, 5s. 
per week for butter, and 2s. per week for 
vegetables; for accident and insurance, 
£2 12s., or 2s. per week; and fo_r 
patriotic, hospital, and a"';bulance contn­
butions, £1 1s. 11d., bcmg Ss. to the 
hospital, 2s. to the ambulance, and 
11s. 11d. to Yarious patriotic appeals; for 
wood he spent £3 5s., or 2s. 6d. per week. 
Adding these figures up, for the period 
under review, his expenditure came to 
£S2 Ss. 6d. He spent nothing on amuse­
ments; had not taken his family away 
for a. change; said that the amount that 
he had spent at the butcher's was only 
enough to provide meat for one meal a 
day and that often during the last few 
day~ of the fortnight, before his pay 
became due, he and his f.amily had to 
forego meat altogether. His earnings 
were £72 15s. 4d. for the six 111,onths in 
question. But it appears that this was 
an unusually short half-year for actual 
work, as not only was there a stoppage 
for the Christmas holidays for the over­
haul of machinen- and plant at tho 
works, longer than usual, but there was 
another such stoppage of several days at 
Easter. and there was time lost through 
a strike which entailed a loss of fiye 
days. Also the bulk of the statutory holi­
days fall in this period of the year. 
In tho six months 'he lost thirtv-thi·ee 
days altogether. Tho result was that, in 
that time. he went into debt to tho extent 
of £9 13s. 2d., and his total indebtedness 
is now about £25. In the year 191S. his 
total earnings were £1S9, b,;t during that 
period he was working for three weeks 
as a shift boss at the rate of £5 per 
week, and he also worked on several 
Sundays, for which he was paid_ double 
time; in 1917 he earned £152; m 1916, 
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£168. He also said that a number of 
n1en on the minimun1 limit were worse 
off than he was. The other witness was 
I. C. Brcckenridge, employed on the 
Dwight Lloyd plant. His evidence showed 
that he was being paid 12s. 8d. per day, 
and that he had a wife and seven chil­
dren. During the six months ended the 
4th of May he earned £80 13s. 6d. He 
lost twenty-seven days from the same 
causes as Ross lost thirty-three. He got 
into debt to the extent of £20 7s. during 
that ,.ix months. He has a wife and 
se•·en children, but he said that if the 
work "as continuous all the time ho 
would just be able to make ends meet 
on his present wages. His total earnings 
in 1918 were £182; in 1916 and 1917 he 
was away from Mount Ivl:organ part of 
the time working at Lake's Creek, but 
was paid by the Mount Morgan Gold 
Mining Company £122 8s. 8d. in 1916, 
and £153 in 1917. Mr. Riordan said he 
was ready to call a number of witnesses 
to the same effect if required." 

You see that man's contribution for patriotic 
affairs and hospitals, and, if you look at all 
the donations, you will see who are the 
patrioh. Suppose we admit that the average 
wage is £5 per week-that includes the 
contract miners, whom I do not reckon in 
this matter at all. I am pleading for a. 
mm1mum wage. Anyone connected with 
industrial matters knows that, if you build 
the foundation properly, the whole structure 
will rise from it. The organiser and the 
boes in a room can settle the wages, and no 
matter how many callings there are in the 
industry, once the basic wage is fixed at the 
bottom there is no troqble anvwhere else. 
Regarding a man's working t1mo, if you 
take all the days he is likely to lose, you 
will see that ho gets three weeks at Christmas, 
ten days at Easter, and eight days for the 
saints' days, making thirty-nine da.ys in all. 
Last year there were five fatal accidents at 
Mount Morgan. If a man works as a con­
tract miner he 1nav oarn £6 a week or more. 
All the miners krwck off when there is a 
fatal aceident, and they do not come h~tck 
until after the funeral. Some ma.y not come 
back for two days after, because they drown 
their sorrow for a couple of days. When 
this happens, the men on the concentrating 
plant are sent home owing to a shortage of 
ore. In one case, Mr. Boyd told a. deputation 
that he was not going to start one section 
unless all the men were back, so that these 
men are kept out of work for two days more. 
Supposing we take it that every man 'was get­
ting the full wage rate, and you take 20 per 
cent. off and bring it down to £3 5s., then 
you take off the three weeks' holiday and 
the ten days at Easter and the saints' days 
as well, and there are no fatal aocidents, 
the man himself does not meet with an acci­
dent and his wife does not get sick. there is 
no breakdown of machinery, or a.nything that 
may lose him a few days' work, I asked the 
hon. member for Port Curtis how the ma.n 
who went to the other side to fight to make 
the world safe for democracy-how a man 
\Yith five" kiddies" can rear and support thorn 
and bring them up in a way that we Aus­
tralians demand they should be brought up 
and carry on on 'the wages a.s disclosed by 
Mount Morgan itself? It is not the fault 
of the employee at all. Is it a reasonable 
wage to pay'! How can a.ny man-particu­
larly the hon. memhcr for Normanby, who 
represents some of those men-face these 
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people? The hon. member said that I would 
have to go back to the people of Mount 
Morgan. I am not afraid of the people of 
Mount i\iorgan. I have not been near them 
because I know they have confidence in me. 
I know their case, because I have lived with 
them, and worked with them. and have 
always been one of them. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exha.ust8d the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. LAND (Balonnc) : I beg to move that 
the hon. member for Mount Morgan be· 
granted an extension of time. 

GoVERNlJENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 
Mr. STOPFORD : I thank the House for 

the privilege granted to me. I de.,ire to 
finish this case in this House once and for 
all. I would never have brought it into the 
House had it not been one of the indict­
ments in thu motion. The hon. member for 
Normanby states that he has been thirty 
years conneGted with the Labour movement. 
I was in Sydney the other day, and met a. 
relative of my wife, who has been there 
twenty Y'"trs. and, in discuc.sing Sydney with 
him I f,,qnd that he knew nothing about 
the 'place at all. He walked from his home 
to his wud; and from his work to his home, 
and that was about all that he knew of 
Rvdnry. The hon. member for Normanby 
"'ems to be much too young to claim that 
he has been thirty years in the movement. 
lie could never hn ve been with the people, 
lived with them, felt with them, and knew 
what they suffered, or he never could have 
taken the course he has taken. The hon. 
member for Port Curtic, the other night, 
stated that the hon. member for Mount Mor­
gan a.sserted that copper would have to reach 
£149 before the Brisbane rates are paid. 
He waved his hand and said that was abso­
lutely erroneous. 'When I was speaking, I 
had gone to the trouble of showing how I 
arrived at that conclusion. The hon. mem­
ber went on to sa.y that I was wrong in stat­
ing that copper was £122 per ton-the highest 
noint reached during the war-and he assured 
the House that copper reached £169 during 
the war; and when an interjection wa-< 
levelled at him and he "as asked if it wa.s 
for copper or for the Mount Morgan Com­
pany's prodqct of gold and copper, he said, 
"Yes." What did the hon. member mean? 
No copper was sold from Queensland for 
£169 per ton during the war. 

Mr. FLETOHER: It reached £169 per ton. 
3\ir. STOPFORD: You say that as the 

advocate of the company. I have worked 
out that tha.t would mean that the company 
received £246 per ton for their product. 
\Vha.t an enormous price for them to get t 
Supposing the hon. member was wrong, and 
that he meant gold as well as copper, and 
taking the company's balance+heet, which 
discloses 14 ounces of gold for the half-year 
at £5 10s. per ounce, or, in other words, £77, 
and deducting that, it leaves £92 as the 
highest point tha.t was reached for copper. 
I was in a show once, where they were 
showing some lions, and the showman said, 
"This is the lion that did this and that," 
and an old lady, who had paid her money, 
said, "'Which is the one?" " Oh," the show­
man said, "You pays your money and you 
takes your choice." (Laughter.) And the­
hon. member can do the same. I take up 
the same attitude as the hon. member for 
Oxley-that talking is not going to remedy 
the case. \Vhon the Mount Morgan Company 
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arc in a position to obeY the laws of this 
Sta.te, things will remedy themselves. 

1\Ir. FLETC'HER: Your talking has probably 
had a lot to do with the rause of the trouble. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I do not think Mr. 
Bo:·d causes much trouble by his talk. He 
do" not talk if he can get anyone else t-o 
do it for him. I v, ant to -de I with come 
statements-not in a personal way-made by 
the hon. member for 1\ormanbv at his meet­
ing at G;·acpmcrc the other night. He has 
t1ken his stand, and it is one I do not agree 
with. I would rather he had taken the stand 
>vhcn he first felt the impulse three years 
ago, when he would have left a stronger 
party than he did the other day, and then 
I might have perhaps thought more of him. 
So I have no desire to enter into any per­
sonal condemnation of his attitude her-e to­
night. Rather am I prepared to leave him 
to his electors, who I know will be anxiously 
waiting for an opportunity of dealing with 
him vchcn the time comes. The hon. member 
in his speech attempts to defend the Mount 
;>.1organ Company by levelling an accusa­
tion against this Government for treating the 
company badly. and he said he wrote to 
Mr. Bovd for information. This is how he 
is reportl!d in the Pre,s-

" STAGGERING FIGURES. 

"I will read to you replies that I have 
received from Mr. Boyd, in order to 
prove my contention. They are-

·what extra income and dh-idend tax 
has been paid by your company since 
1915 up to the pr0sont ?-£18,000. 

To \vhat extent have increased tim­
ber royalties, other than mine props, 
affeot<:d your company ?-£2,700. 

vVhat do you estimate your company 
would have saved in its coal bill had 
a coal lease been granted to you earlier 
at Baralaba ?-£20,000 per annum, if 
the !case had been grant-ed when we 
made application at first, and allowing 
eighteen months for development we 
would have saved probably £60,000 to 
<£80,000 up to date. 

Total amount of extra railway freight 
paid since 1915 ?-£82,000. 

Total increase in wag-es since 1915? 
-£398,000. 

" If we added up this extra taxation, 
increased railway freights, and then 
a!Jow for the loss occasioned the com­
pany through not granting the coal 
lcasP earlier, we find that it works out 
as follows :-Extra income and ·dividend 
tax. £18.000; extra timber royalties, 
£2,740; extra railway freights, £82,000; 
loss through non-gTanting of coal lease 
earlier, my, £75,000; total, £177,740. 

"Now, the loss as compute-d by Mr. 
Boyd when the mine closed down was 
£1,680 a week. Had th0 Government 
realised its obligations to th~ community 
the above amount, £177,740, would have 
enabled the company to have carried on 
for m·er two years, at the present price 
of oopp _T, without reducing wages one 
cent. It may be argued, why should the 
company not ho.ve its freights increased 
and extra taxatinn to pay? I contend 
that where an industr~: depends upon 
a \vorld's market .for its incon1e, over 
which we have no control, and at the 
same time has to have its wages regulated 

according to the cost of living in the 
State where it produces its product, is 
uneconon1ic.'' 

The hon. member pointed out that these 
figures \YCre ba3cd on a six-year period 
during which the company paid to their 
shareholders something like £1,000,000. He 
is supposed to represent the farmms, and he 
is so disgusted with this party that he has 
gone m·er to a part:· who state that, when 
they got into offic-e, they are going to make 
the rail" ays pay. Hc states this Gove-rn­
ment committed a wrong in asking the com 
pany to shoulder a little re<ponsibility, and 
he very cleverly bunches the figures to make 
it appear that the added income tax was 
£18,000, which, for a period of three years, 
represents an average of £3,000 per annum. 
Rix hundred men left l\Iount Morgan to go 
across to the other side to make the world 
safe for democracy. They >-i·ent to protect 
the property of th(• Mount Morgan Com­
pany, bcc;,usc we were told that, if the 
Germans won, ·nothing !nattered, and that 
there would be nothing to make life secure 
or worth living for. The hon. member for 
Normanby, in giving one reason for indict­
ing the Government, points to the fact that 
the unionists who wm·e left behind, realising 
their responsibilities to the men who had 
gone, had moved the Industrial Court and 
got increas,::>d '"ages. The Government, 
realising t-hat in the past the burd·ens 
and responsibilities hB:d been placed on the 
shoulders of those least able to bear them, said 
that. sooner than place the burden on the 
producer who was struggling on the land, and 
sooner than place it on the worker who was 
rearing children-younger children who were 
placc"d at a disadvantage owing to the elder 
sons fighting at the front-sooner than place 
it on their shoulders. like hon. gentlemen 
di-d in 1902. they said, " This corn pany for 
a period of yean has been able to pay 
£1.000.000, :md we arc going to forc0- them 
to btear a share of the cost brought about by 
the altered conditions." The hon. memb-er 
for Normanhy had an opportunity, as one 
of this party, of protesting in the proper 
place against any burdens imposed by this 
party, and I must have been pretty deaf, or 
he must have spoken Y"ry weakly, because 
I do not remember hearing him. He said 
that had a certain ]case been granted of a 
coal area in 1917, the company would have 
been able to save money. That was alto­
gether impossible. In computing his figures 
he makes it appear that had the company got 
the lease in 1917 they would have been earn­
ing a profit from their mine. We find that 
the Mines Department, when they started to 
develop their Baralaba property, \,·ere exactly 
six months before they were producing coal 
for commercial purposes. l'vir. Boyd has had 
his mine for thirteen months. and if he had 
desire·d to produ'e coal for commercial pur­
poscg to cheapen his expenditure between 
the date that he got his J.easc until the time 
when the mine wos closed down, he had 
ample time to produce coal had hc desired 
to do so. I dispute the statement of the 
hon. member for Normanby that tho Govern­
ment in any way ha-rshly treated the Mount 
Morgan Company. Mr. Boyd ever since I 
have known him has cried. "Wolf! \\"olf !" 
so often that at last the people are getting 
heartily sick of his cry. On evcr:v occasion 
that we have gone to the Arbitration Court 
Mr. Boyd has sworn on oath that the 
company could not pay any increase in 
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wages. When copper was £114 per ton 
and tho wages wem Eomcwhere about 1s. 4~d. 
per hour, and the union asked for an increase 
to ls. -6~d. per hour, sp~aking from I11C'!l1orv, 

Mr. Boyd stated that the increase would 
1nean the closing do1vn of the company's 
1:rorks. 

\Vhen he wanted the Baralaha coal lease 
he made certain sugg·estions to the Secretary 
for Mines, which were considered by that 
gcntle!Ila?; in other word,, in 1917, through 
thB actJvity of the hon. member for Fitzroy, 
Baralaba was brought under the notice both 
of the vompany and of the Government. At 
that time, the Mount Morgan Gold Mining 

C·,rnpany "'ere casting a bout to 
[7.30 p.m.] get a ch~ap~r class ?f fuel. They 

were bnngmg the1r fuel from 
Blrrir Athol, a distance of 243 miles and 
paying aJ:>Out lls. 6d. per ton railway fr'eight, 
and landmg the coal at Mount Morgan at a 
cost of a.bout 22s. per ton. To show that 
the Government treated the company fairly 
in the _matter of freight rates, I will read the 
feollowmg letter: --

" Mount 1\Iorgan, 
"18th September, 1917. 

" Da wson V alley Coal. 
"Dear Sir,-Furthcr in the matter of 

a reasonable freight rate on coal from 
Bar1.iaba to Monnt 1\Iorgan, I have now 
much pleasure in furnishing additional 
pai·ticui-~rs and comparisons with other 
exi!3ti ng rates. 

".I admit that the present freig-ht from 
Bltur Athol 1s an exlrPmcb· low one and 
that it would be unfair (m my pa'rt to 
expr"t the Commissioner to give a. rate 
from Bctralaba to Mount l\!Iorgan on the 
proportionate mile ba>is. Long-distance 
haulage up to a cert'lin point is undoubt­
edly rnore c.:·~- non1ic .. d from .a. railv~cay 
Inan'~~ 11oint of Yiew, but in «."'king th8 
Co1nmissioncr. to concede a freig;ht ratn 
based proporbona.tdy on the mileagB of 
the present one from Bluff to Rock­
hampton. I think I am only asking for 
a fair deal. · 

"(Sgd.) A. A. BOYD, 
"Gfner,·J 1\-lanager." 

The freight rate was admitted bv thB gBneral 
manager of the companv in 1917.not to be the 
cause of any increa•·.ed .. co't in his fuel, but 
he was searching about. ns any reasonable 
1nan would. to get SOinething cheaJ1er; and, 
were it not for methods like that the Mount 
1\1org-an Gold l'vfining Company '"·ould have 
closed yBa,rs ago. It is their scientific method 
of che.tpcning costs that has enabled them to 
carry on to the point thev have reached 
to-day. The Secrr:tarv for" Mines Bntmed 
into an agreement with Jl.fr. Boyd, under 
which the Govnnment were to try and pro­
cure chBap coal if the ]\fount JI.Ior~an Com­
pany would jointl:;- bear th expen~e of tak­
ing out a parcel of coal from the old Dun­
stan shaft on the: Dawwn River. Mr. Boyd 
was entrusted w1th the duty of taking out 
that parcel, and he took out 200 tons. He 
was impressed with his fir,t test, and he made 
two propositions to the Minister-one. that 
he should lease the aroct and work it. giving 
to the Government so manv tons of coa.l at 
the small rate of Ss. 6d. p81: ton and holding 
the mine for ten years, when the Govern­
ment could. tn.Jcc it back at a price, ctl!owing 
for depremabon. The alternative proposal 
wos that the Government should work the 
n1ine as a Government n1ine and agree to 
oupply Jl.h. Boyd with at least 25,000 tons 
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of coal at a price to be detm·mined bv the 
Government. The Government, aftpr cxhaus­
tivB borings and carrying out the initial 
expeme of determioing the (lUantity of coal 
available, sunk the shaft, and in six 111onths 
produced coal. But thev sunk the shaft on 
a di.sturbcd area, and thPn Jl.1r. Bord wrote 
to the RhcreLtry for Mines and withdrew his 
offer. This is the letter he wrote-

" Mount l\1organ, 
" 4th September, 1917. 

"Dawson Valley Coal. 
"Dear Sir,-Sincn our conver:=:-ation I 

have further looked into the Dunstan 
coal proposition, and find that there is 
evidencB of which I was not formerly in 
pos.:session pointing to the coal being 
somnrhat disturbed around arect. This 
is not a very serious rDatter, but is of 
suffi~if'nt import to affect costs. I would, 
therefore, a:-;k you, in considering the 
second proposal, to leave the question 
of 8:;. 6d. per tvu c.u;til I St·~ ~v0u i:tl 
Brisbane. · 

"Youn faithfully. .. 
"(Sgd.) A. A. BOYD, 

"Gen0ral l\Janager." 

As the Government developed their mine, 
they made a proposition to Yl:r. Bovd to haul 
his coal at 5s. 6d. per ton for a di tance of 
69 miles. I want to c,how how fair those 
two proposals were-the proponl with regard 
to freight ratc•"o-namely, llc. 6d. per ton 
from Blair AthoL 243 miles distant, the 
freig·ht to-day being 12s. 9d. per ton; and 
the proposal to carry coal fro•n Baralaba, a 
di,tance of 69 miles, at 5s. 6d. per ton. The 
rate fixed b;~· the present Premier to-day in 
response to the requ<·'t of myself and Mr. 
Boyd is 6• .. per ton. In connection with the 
Go,·ernment =ine at the Stvx River from 
\Yhich coal is -ent to Rockham]1ton, a dista.nce 
of 81 miles, the ratP is 10s. 9d. per ton. The 
i\Tount l\Torgan Gold Mining Companc' are 
a bl~ to bring their coal 69 miles at a rate 
of 6s. per ton. I cla,im that the Government, 
when thev made those offers, showed that 
they were fully seized with the difficulties of 
the C?mpan;·, and \\ere prcpa.red to assist 
th··;rn 1n ever~ po:-'sible ,~.ay. 

Now, as to the ngTce1n0nt. The Secretary 
for Minrs agr·eed to O]Wn up Bnralab<t. and 
a~kod lVIr. J nekson. ChiP£ Engineer of the 
Jl.iineA D<:>partment, ot what cost they could 
afford to sell the coal to the Mount Horgan 
Companv. 'rh is is the report l\Ir. J ackson 
made-~ 

"Brisbane, 16th October, 1917. 
" Memo. for the Under Secrctarv for 

Mine•,. .. 

"Re Price of Dct',~, son Coal Delivered 
J\-1ount :Glorgan. 

"Ref0rring to the hon. the :\finister's 
request for information re the above, 

" The present selling- price of coal from 
all CBntral district collieries is 12s. 6d. 
prr ton. I think coal from a s.:cam at 
Da.wsoa should be produced and sold at 
the same price, althoug-h tho Da wson 
conditions are as y<:>t undetermined. The 
Railway Department, I understand. will 
haul coal from Dawson to Mount 1\forgan 
for Ss. 6d. per ton ; which. added to 12s. 
6d., brings the price of Dawson coal 
delivered at ::Ylount Mm·gan to 18s. per 
ton. Any lesser price than 18s. would 
have to be obtained by " reduction of 
the railway freight. 

"(Sgd.) STATE MINING ENGINEER." 
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The Cabinet. which is accused of doing such 
a lot to block the Mount Morgan Company, 
made the e0mpany an offer to land that coal 
on the l\Iount Mm·gan Company's works for 
16s. per ton-2s. less than their own expert 
told them was a rf'asonable price, based upon 
the ruling price in other parts of the State, 
and taking into consideration the very low 
railage charge of 5s. 6d. per ton. This was 
submitted to Mr. Bovd, who refused it in the 
following letter :- ·· 

" 125 \Villiam street, Melbourne, 

"12th November, 1917. 
" Dear Sir,-I thank you for your tele­

gram, advising that your department 
would be prepared to supply Dawson 
coal, when available. at 16s. 6d. per ton, 
and now con:flrn1 my wire of even date, 
reading as follows :-

Your \virc re supply Dawson eoa.l, 
price not acceptable, greatly dis­
appointed. 
"As indicat-ed in the above, I am very 

disappointed at the result, and thouglit 
that you would have been able to CJUOte 
a price not higher that my limit of 14s. 
per ton delivered at the summit, ]\,fount 
Mm·garl. How0vcr, I thank you for the 
infonnation, as it will no1v enable me to 
pro-ceed \vith v rr ,ngcmcnts for futuro 
supplies. 

"Yours faithfully, 
" (Sgd.) A. A. BoYD, 

" General ::\Ianager." 

Time doeJ not permit me to de.;] with the 
different phases of this matter. Probably, 
in the ckbate on the Financial Statement, I 
shall have an opportunity of going further 
into it. Since l ha vo occupied the position 
of member for Mount Mm·gan, I have taken 
the stand that ttJG company cannot progress 
Without the town and the workmen progress­
ing, as they are so wrapped up with each 
other. 

The hon. member for l\'ormanby's state­
ment '·•·ith regard to the timber royalties is 
absolutely unfound(,d. He charges the 
Government "ith having placed increased 
timber ro0 a! ties on the company, when he 
should know that his statement is absolutely 
wrong, so far as mining timber is concerned. 
The. regujations under which the price of 
mmmg ttmber IS fixed were settled by Mr. 
Macartney, when Secretary for Public Lands, 
in 1912. The pric0~ for mining props of 
9 inches to 15 inches were fixed at ld. to 4d. 
each, according to the distn nee from the 
raihcay the teamster had to come. If he had 
a lone: wa-,· to go. and could only make one 
trip a day, it would be ld. ; if he could make 
two or three trip,; a day, it would be 4d. 
But the Fore:tr:, Branch came into existence, 
and r< lfforestation became important to the 
State. The Mount Morgan Company bad 
destro~red rnore ti1nber t!1an any other corn­
pan-· in the State in the d<tvs when thev 
were able to pa;,· royeJty, but the Govon1-
monts of tbc day ncglt'ctcd to chai·~~c tht'I'fi 

for ic. The company burnt 'omo of the 
lincst timber thcro was in the St<tte. Th0Y 
alv. ay3 prrid a flat rate of ld., no matto'ic 
wherf' the timber v ns situated. ~Then the 
Director of Foreotry found that out, he only 
sought to give effect to thee regulation framed 
hy JI.Ir. Macartney, and :\1r. Boyd immedi­
ate!:· protested. I supported his protest, and 
point.Pd out to the then Premier, Mr. Ryan, 
that the industry was in such a state that it 
would be ruined if it were harassed. Mr. 

Ryan issued orders for the suspension of the 
regulation for six months. When the six 
months were up, I, supported by other 
C0ntral Queensland members, got it 
extended to March. I interviewed the Direc­
tor of Forestry to-day, and he informed me 
that these duties have never been imp·osed 
since we got the extension to March. Not 
only that, but Mr. Boyd approached him 
here, and made an effort to got some con­
cessions to enable them to carry on the 
leaching process. They have a leaching pro­
cess in America, which enables thorn to treat 
profitably 1 per cent. copper ore. They have 
ol!d"avourPd to solve the difficulties of treat­
ment of Mount Morgan ore, and I secured 
from the Secretary for Lands, at a small 
rental of £3 10s. a. year, a large area of 
our sait lands at Port Alma. Thf'y were 
giYen p(•rmission to run a pipe line across 
to Crsuarina Ic,land. J\1r. Boyd, unfortu­
natr ly, was unable to give effect to his 
scheme. But it show,, conclusivcl'" that, 
whene.-or the company have submitted any 
reasonable suggestion to this Government, it 
has not been refused. The position of the 
eon1flany to~day is no more the result of 
harsh treatment b-- this Government than it 
ie the rc·>u!l-. of l;arsh treatment from 1-Ir. 
Boyd himself. 

GovERXl\IRNT ME~IllERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACGREGOR ('Jferthyr): In speak­
ing to the Address in Rep!::, I also would 
like to oxpr<'·'s the pleasure I felt in hearing 
a rea! and worthy represent a ti ye of His 
Majesty dcliYering a speech~an able mem­
ber of an able family, who have given 
ungrudgingl:· in the service of the Empire, 
and who himself is an illustrious son of the 
Empire; one >>ho will, I might respectfully 
say, add to his laurels in his tenure of 
office as Governor in Queensland. But, 
while listening to the deliverance of the 
Speech, very different feelings were aroused 
by listening to the matter which was 
delivered by His Excc,llency. One, of course, 
knows that he is not responsible for the 
Speech-that it is the concoction of his 
advisers. One can imagine him adapting 
Shakespeare, and saying. " A poor thing. 
but not mine own," and deliYering it a, the 
reprc'entative of His Majesty. Amongst 
those feelings was one of comfort, to think 
that it was the last pffort of this GoYern­
ment, and also in noticing that it \/as an 
improvement on a previous production-that 
a1vful production 1vhich made most of us 
disturbed in our lovalty, and which would 
rapidly breed anarchists. 

In the Speech onf' notes the absence of any 
reference to the dPlegation, the stock ,-itu­
peration of the Socialists. One asks oLC'elf. 
" Whv was that? " After the mutilation of 
facts,, and the gross misrepresentation which 
passed for argument about the delegation, 
one wondered why, with a chance like this, 
it was not referred to. The onlv conclusion 
one could come to was tho.t e\'On this GoYern­
ment had not the pffrontery to put those 
misrepresentations into the mouth of a man 
who knew all about the business, who was 
in London himself at the time, who is an 
able financier, and who, no doubt, knew the 
proceedings from A to Z. In reading the 
Spoech, ono was reminded of a wonderful 
deliverance we had last session-the Finan· 
ci.d Statement. The same " potentialitiC's" 
and " possibilities " are referred to. We had 
" gem of a sentence. It was said that we 
have " a heritage whose potentialities 

MT. M acgregor.] 
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must eventually reflect in the prosperity of 
its citizens its own superb and illimitable 
po,,ibilities." The writer of that must have 
been-as Mr. Disraoli once said about Mr. 
Gladstone-" intoxicated with the exuberance 
of his own verbosity." (Laughter.) You 
find the same wonderful " potentialities" 
and " possibilities," a" the hon. member for 
Oxley said, " floating about like bees sipping 
at the flower of hope." As the Italian poet 
has it, " Live in hope and die in despair." 
To change the metaphor, it reminds one very 
much of a definition given by an Attorney­
General of this State-a real Attorney­
General; one who honoured the office durino­
his tenure of it. He said that it reminded 
him of a bush road-a road which began 
somewhere, wandered everywhere, and ended 
nowhere. The only difference about this is 
that it ends in a morass of Bills. I notice 
there is to be a Slaughtering Act Amend­
ment Bill. If I might make a suggestion, 
could we not have that Bill brought in with 
a schedule containing all the other Bills 
and have a section proYiding that "All thes~ 
Bills shall be slaughtered," It would be 
n_o loss to the country, and a great deal of 
time would be saved. I notice also that 
there arc three Bills referring to the courts 
-a Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill a 
Ma!'istratcs' Courts Bill, and a Judges' 
Retnement. B1ll. It ;vould _be interesting to 
know who IS demandm(l' thiS reform how it 
is that this reform has beim includ'ed in a 
programme of Bills, and if anvone is 
dem!wding it,. what reasons they ar~ giving 
for 1ts necessitY.. \Ve have never heard any 
request from the public, and, when one looks 
round the department, and fancies he might 
fi~d a reason there,_ he is unable to do so. 

. \)· c have an unquahfi~d head of the depart­
ment, and an unquahfied Under Secretary, 
who know as much about the law and the 
procedure in tho courts as a platvpus does 
about the theory of relativity. After the 
scandal of the oxposm·e in connection with 
the redistribution of seats who would entrust 
them with any delicate' responsibility? I 
would not. If you go lo\\ er than the head 
~nd, 'Cn-der Secretary, do you find anyone 
m. ,he :Jepartment who might be entrusted 
'nth th1s work? Certainly not. 

There is not anyone who has had five 
minutes' independent prac-t-ice-who has ever 
practised otherwise than under the shiel-d of 
the Government and the large powers of the 
Government. 'Vho, then, is suggesting this 
reform, and what are the grounds for it? 
Have wo had a commission inquiring into the 
need for reform, and pointing out the abuses 
that require remedying? W c know that in 
Kew South Wales. where there is a Caucus 
GoYemmont, they also arc contemplating 
some law reform. They have appointed a 
gentleman whose legal attainments and juristic 
knmvle~go have earned. for_him the respect of 
Austraha. Before leg1slatwn is to be intro­
duced there Professor Peden, whose name is 
honoured in Australia amon"' lawyers has 
b~en commissioned to inquire fnto the m~tter. 
We know that New South \Vales is rather 
behi_nd bhe other S,tates. They have not a 
Judicature Act. But, no doubt, there are 
other matters which will be brought within 
Professor Peden's inquiry. There are matters 
v hieh, w:hen' you get to know them, make 
you won-der \'\'hether the Department of ,T us­
lice is being administered am· better than 
other well-known departments" whioh can be 
criticiocd by busine,.s men, and which have 
been severely criticised in this Houc,e. 

[ A1 r. A1 acgregor. 

One matter came to my notice the other 
day which showr• unfair treatment of a 
very fine officer. I refer to the late 
Crown Prosecutor of District Courts, the 
Hon. J. G. Drake, who :has held in 
this State a commission since 1910. In 
1916 he began to be worried and annoyed 
with notices. There y•as a " Gazette" notice 
that he was to bo retired on account of 
ha Ying reached the a.ge limit. He wrote and 
pointed out that he was not a public servant 
an-d -did not come under the provisions of the 
Public Service Act. :\fo notice was taken of 
his letter, and he was treated .as if he had 
been retire-d. Executive minutes were sent 
to him authorising him to sign indictments 
and to appear in court as Crown Prosecutor. 
Hon. members know that the office of Crown 
Prosecutor is a very inlporta,nt and very 
responoible one, in v,hich an officer has to 
decide on the evidence before him whether or 
not he will i:btit.ute a moscoution. The 
j1:dging of the weight of 'evidence an-d the 
a:lmissibility of evidence is a matter which 
requires training and practice. ·where the 
Crown Prosecutor -does not file a bill he has 
to send notification of the fact along with 
·his reasons to the Attorney-General, who is 
supposed to ·decide whether the bill should or 
should not be filed. In the present state of 
things, can 1ve get any decision that anyone 
could rely upon, w-ith an unqualified 1nan in 
the position of Attorney-General? Mr. Drake 
saw the late Hon. T. J. Ryan, "ho recog­
nised his nosition and ha-d the minute can­
celled for' some time, but through the 
-dilatorinc'3 of the -department it was not 
passed until some time after the commission 
had laps0d. These minutes came to him to 
protect him in ca"e someone challonge,'ci his 
prose-cution on account of his con1mission 
baYing lapsed. T·his went on from year to 
year <~md he could not got any satisfaction. 
Last vear he got notices from month to 
month': then two or t-hree months would be 
ski-pped and he would get a retrospective 
notice: until on 2nd December last-the last 
dav on which the Lieutenant-Governor was 
in'" office--a fen\'" Executive minutes were 
rushed through and he was retire-d as from 
the 31st of that month. He was given about 
twenty-eight day•' notice after eleven year~' 
honour.able service, with not a stain on h1s 
recol'd-a very capable man in his profession, 
and one who ·h:ld occasionallv filled the office 
of acting District Conrt judge. In addition 
to that.' his salarv last vear was voted for 
the whole year up' to 30th June, 1921, but he 
was bun-dled out .at the encl of December. 
He recog-nises that his commission was 
"-during pleasure." But it is an underc:tood 
t-hing- in all decent Governments and all 
dece,nt communities that that pleasure will 
never be exercised unless there is necRssity 
by reason of mental or moral disqualification. 
In his case there was nothing- of the kind. 
I say deliberately it was a case of vindictiv~­
ness for some reason or another. That 1s 
ono case in which one get·, a little light 
on the doings of this department-maybe 
throug-h ignorance. Undoubtedly it was 
io-norance when this thing starte-d first, 
b~"ame they showe-d their hand. Althoug-h 
Mr. Drake pointed out that they were doing 
·him a great injustice by publishing in the 
" G<1.zette" that he was retired on acconnt 
of having reached the ag-~ limit, they took no 
notice, but gave it out to the Press that he 
was retired on account of having reaohed the 
ag£' limit. This was at a time when he was 
in full possession of all his faculties, physical 
and mental. 



Address in Reply. [6 SEPTEMBER.] Address in Repl'b. 5B5 

Another thing we notice in the Speech is 
the absence of any real attempt to deal with 
the industrial problem and the present unem­
jJloyment. Here you have ao-ain the bee 
sipping at thB flOwer: "Oh, oyes, there is 
unemplo.; ment, but we are going to paos an 
Unemployment Insurance Bill and vou will 
be all rig"ht." The patient i; in a ·burning 
f~_ver, but they pat his ·head and say, " vVe 
will get you. somB quack medicine by and by, 
aud y_ou ,,.Ill be all right. Don't bother." 
That '" the only _treatment given in regard 
to the most pressmg questiOn of all. What 
could one expect, eqpecially from this Govern. 
ment-which misnames itself a Labour 
Gover_nn;ent? \V e !mow tlwy are not even 
a Socwhst Government, in the best sense of 
the word "socialist." vVe often read socialist 
"nters. who carry one .away by the purity 
of thmr _aims and of their hng·uage. You 
really Wish the things they portray could 
l•e true, but you know it is utterly impracti­
~ 1ble~that it is a case of the dreamer deal­
mg- Y-Ith a perfect world in which no laws 
would be necessary. These people are neither 
Labour men n?r socialists; they are a sort of 
a mi_xtLJr<' of tne whole lot. Their arguments 
con· 1st of a welter and chaos of economic 
f~llacics which you get on the ·honest Labou:C 
side. but. unjust and unfair because they are 
b,t.a~ed, 1gporant.' class-con8ciou:;;, and 1nixed 
'\1tp th~ Imposs!bl'.' drem:ns of revoluhonary 
nswnaues. It IS rmposs1ble to tackle their 
arguments .. The view that is put forward to 
the public IS that we are a class-conscious 
race, and that we on this side aTe the 
oppreq•,ors. 

\Ye know that this Government came in 
not as humble men striving· to do their ver~ 
best for the ;vhole of the State, but as an 
exultmg pohtwal Prussian army, roaring out 
tpe ,n.ame of ~he conqu":ror. They had their 
aoccnnes, whwh they d1d not conceal. They 

said they were going to "search 
[8 p.m.] the pockets of the capitalists" 

"' 
1 

and .th~~ t.hey were going to 
b,_ecd them white w1th confiscn~torv death 

dutws. They had a "Hymn of Ha.te,'' and I 
need only quote one line of it-" We like to 
hear the pastoralists squeal." Fancy a 
deliverance of th~t kind coming from the 
G?vcrnmcnt of a b1g State! They have never 
withdrawn that e:-:;pres.sion, or said that they 
were sorry for usmg rt, nor have they said 
that they do not agree with it. Iri fact, 
therr achons show thaJ thev still believe in 
statements of that kind. • 

\Vhen we know the truth about the meat 
contracts "'" will see how the meat com­
panies wore forced to enter into those con­
tracts with the aid of the bludgeori of the 
SugaT Accmisition Act on the table. Some 
day we will hear all about those contracts. 
The fact remains that this Government came 
in like a conquering army. They told their 
followers that they were going to overthrow 
the c:'pitali<.tic oppressors, and all that sort 
of thmg. I deplore all that. The working 
men, however. are beginnino- to think for 
themselves. There are son;'e honest men 
amongst the working classes-in fact, 60 per 
cent. or 70 per cent. of them arc perfectlv 
honest. (Government laughter.) I do n;t 
include any member on the Government 
side in that calculation. AppaTenth- the Go· 
vernment 

1 
an~! their follmvers are preparing 

for an e,echon at an carlv date, because 
they are filling " Hansard ,., with material 
for propaganda work. Let us see if we on 
this side cannot also put a little into " Han­
sard." We, at any rate, will be quite honest 

about it. Some time ago attention was called 
to a rather interesting deliverance, and the 
writer who called attention to it said he was 
very much inclined to give prizes both to the 
socialists and the employers or anyone else 
who could guess the nearest to its authorship 
and the time of its production. It was a 
long document. There w"s one very interest­
ing part of it, which reads as follows:-

" The most important duty enacted by 
reason of all national government is 
undoubtedly that of watching the effect 
of the natural changes thus operated upon 
whole population', in oTder that, having 
ascertained the nature of the new ideas 
which have actually created new impera­
tive wants, the laws and regulations may 
be so modified in time a.s to maintain 
political equilibrium. The performance 
of that important duty requires that 
n1lers should possess three qualities 
ctsential to sound legislation-

(1) A knowledge of the age they live 
111. 

(2) Sagacity to discriminate right 
from wrong; 

(3) Impartiality to act with justice 
from a national point of view only." 

That was from a Labom paper in 1834, and 
the conditions are not very different to-day 
from what they were then. Talking of the 
Labour Convention of 1920, The " Standard" 
says-

" For this assemblage of the political 
and industrial organisations of the 
workers is the real Parliament of labour; 
it is the body that promulgates Labour's 
platform, and advis,cs and imtructs the 
Parliamentary representatives in the 
State Parliament. In the final analysis 
the Labour Convention is the governing 
force of Labour in politics. It is the 
master's voice that, for good or ill, directs 
and controls the workeTs' political 
machine." 

But its regulation of production and distribu­
tion is tragic, and it muet be said that it is 
for ill only that the master's voice is raised. 
No real progre~s has been made, but rather 
relrogrossion, for the pmblem i~ es,entially 
the same thett confronts us to-dav, though 
under different conditions, and the anony­
mous writer of 1834 had a larger and truer 
conception of it than any that can be gained 
fro1n most of the rnodern ~ocialist ·writers, 
who seem somewhat lost in details, phrase,, 
and formulas. 

Mr. BR EN:;\! AN: I rise to a point or 
order. Is the hon. member in order i>~ 
reading- his speech? 

The SPEAKER: I understood the hon. 
n1omber '"aB merely quoting extracts. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: In the final analvsis 
the Labour Convention controls the workers' 
political machine. There cm be no doubt 
about that. 'l'hoy propose the nationalisation 
of all the means of production, distribution, 
and exchange. In 1834 thev had a far truer 
conception of the problems· to be dealt with, 
c,ncl their cure, 1l •In could be gained by 
folJo,~,·ing any socialistic writings. Thev 
dealt quite differently then to the catch cries 
of the present tirrie. In 1834 thev reali•·ed 
the problems that arose from the- incessant 
desire of rr1an to change his environment. 
They Tecognised the changing· conditions. 
They Tecognised then that a man has two 
great objects. He has the world of nature 

Mr. Macgregor.] 
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b2sidc him, both animate and inanimate. 
He also has his fellow-men. Thev arc the 
two great conditions of his en;ironment. 
'With nature animate and inanimate, he can 
take it and plan it and remodel it in his 
own way. But it is different with his fellow­
men. He is a v-ery different problem, 
because tbe difficultv arises from a man's 
dual nature~man as" an individual and man 
in his social relations-and they arc quite dis­
tinct. It is an extraordinary thing that these 
two characteristics are so evenly balanced 
and m mark cl that one will not give way to 
the other. As a social animal a man must 
liY~ socially.. His i-dea is to develop in 
soCietv. It IS only by his association in 
soci~ty thut he can develop and conquer his 
envuonmcllt. It is only as an individual, 
and through his belief in individualism, that 
man can be properly developed. Thn prob­
le.m 1s . to reconCile those two things and 
g·1Yc fa1rplay to each and to allow fairplay 
to both cbaraderi"tics oi our nature. The 
extremist doe, not give any fairphy at all. 
The _socwh<t, the nco-socialist. thG guild 
~oc1ahst, the syndica.list, and all the others 
wh":tcv~r their fancy names, all believe in 
subJection_ of _the. other _side. The Opposition 
beheves m md1v1duahsm a.nd believes in 
gi:ing_ fairplay. Tb<: rBa! idee1 of the Oppo­
SltlOn 1s that these thmgs cannot be reconciled 
nnl;-'''s .sou giv{_). fnirplay and fair ,scope to 
botn SHies. lt 1s the nature of man which 
cannot be conquered. There is one solution 
of the problem. While waiting for the man to 
develop and become more perfect the con­
clitions of the socialist arc quite c~sy if YOU 

can postulate a perfect man. But we ,;an­
not get a pedect man. We have to deal with 
men as they arc in the prc·. ent world. \Ye 
have to d<. al with men in all their strug­
~lnlgs, stnv1ngs. Ignorance, and shortcom­
lng . ..:; I nn1 spC'nking of the whole of u3 now 
and I say that that is the sort of man w~ 
have to deal with. The general solution 
h1therto. has been a matter of compromise. 
Sornp gn-p way on one side and some on the 
oth~~r. SU'ch a compron1isP, of c·)ur::;;e can 
onl] l·c temporary b'cau,e the condition's are 
~hva:;-s. changing; know] edge is alwa,.-s 
~ncreasmg·. and standards arc always alt~'r­
mg-, so there nm•t bo a revision of the 
compromise from time to time. But let us 
have a comp1·omise to start with and wait 
for the time when it is necessary to revise 
lt. 

Th!' ~tbcr sol~tion wh!ch has been. press<>d 
a_nd lllSISted on IS th~ somtwn of nationahsa­
tion, clas.s consciousness) class war. and all 
th?se thmg-s that do not appeal to the 
thmkmg man. Lookmg- at it dispassionately 
,,.e cannot c.on1e to any other conclusion than 
that the pohcy o_f hon. members opposite does 
not produce socwl peace or industrial peace 
bet': cen the classes. !':'stead of having class 
habed. or clas_s conscwus hate, we should 
ha;·e. the doctrme of love; and. instead of 
str1vmg after di;:cord, we should have spon­
tnnPoiJs concord, and Jet ea-rh perform his 
'rork for the benefit of the other. Instead of 
hanng the economic fallacies which have been 
put fonvard m. the Pil2t, the only way to 
1nake progress 1n human society is to have 
an educative n1oven1Dnt, and hoTiourabJc men 
will confine themsclYes to two -essentials. 
'Vc want 1ncn w·ho havR a thorouo-h know­
lc~lge. of the condition of industry-'"men who 
will mculcate PConomi~ veritics in all the 
students of economy. vVe do not want the· 
arguments of the syndicalist, the socialist, or 
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the trades unionist, or whatever he is, 
appli&cl to the conditions of affairs as they 
exist to-clay. This party has continuously 
pointed out the fallacies of hon. members 
opposite, and we have made suggestions 
which arc honest attempts to settle indus­
trial problems. Sir Lynden Macassey, the 
writer I j LlRt quoted, did goo-d work for the 
socialists with his writings during the war, 
and eventually be was appointed Dire~tor 
of La hour in London. He was a K.C. and 
LL.D., and he met the workers for a time 
on their own ground. He pointed out t~ 
them that abstract arguments and ortho-dox 
-economics did nDt lead verv far, because 
the worker did not understand them. 
You ±ind one trade union using a word or 
an economic phrase ·with one meaning, and 
another trade union using the same economic 
term with a different meaning altogether. 
He found it was hopeless, and he said that it 
generaily resulted in the union secretary or 
somebody quoting a slab of Karl Marx, and 
the l'•'sult was confusing-. With his knowledge 
of workshop conditions and the commercial 
side, be was able to draw illustrations from 
the shop to show the men that they were 
wrong. They accepte-d his proposals, and 
the industry went on smoothly. He points 
out three or four pernicious fallacies which 
are very widespread. The one to which he 
gave the chief place is that the workers. 
insist that an industry can pay all the money 
necessary tc carry out their aspirations, and 
tb" monPy that became necessary because of 
shortened hours, improved conditions. higher 
wages, and everything of that sort. He could 
not persuade them to the contrary, and the 
onl)' way was to take the books of the shop 
and show them what the establishment would 
have to bear because of what they wanted to 
put on it. Then, when they were driven 
into a corner, they said, "Why can't be 
ra.ise his prices?" Then be had to argue 
with them on that. and was able to satisfy 
them on that, showing that the increased cost 
meant reducing the area of the market and 
perhaps losing the market they had immedi­
ately around them. which meant curtailment 
of employment and undermining the standard 
rate of wages. He pointed out that it had 
become the fashion to raise wages to meet 
the increased cost of living, and as soon as 
you got an increase the cost of living rose, 
and so created a further demand for further 
wages; and so it crea~d the ''vicious circle,"" 
as it is known to economists, of wages forc­
ing up prices and prices forcing up wages. 
The workers' contention on that was that the 
inrreascd prices were the result of profiteer­
inp-. At that time it was very difficult to 
find an answer. because they were dealing 
with war conditions. High wages wore g-iven 
to the workers to meet the increased cost of 
livin -~. simply because the Government had 
to get munitions. and th<>y did not care what 
thev pa i cl for them. They bad to pay for 
them with bonowed money, and the money 
had to bo paid again. The worker only saw 
t.hP very high \vages and the generous con­
ditions. and coul-d not argue from the special 
cn<;lc of munitions for Vi.Tar purposes to an 
industry existing for commercial purposes. 
Then be pointed out. that the worker2 hon­
estlv believed that, if they restricted the out­
put. they "ould prevent unmnployment and 
keep up the price of their own work. He 
had no an>wer to that in England because 
it was so general, but be was able to give 
American examples where the restriction of 
outnut is taboo, and is not advocated by any 
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\Yorker. He was able to show that in 
America, where there was increa,ed produc­
tion, there was a lowering in the cost per 
unit of production, and there was a larger 
fund for diYision between employer and 
employee. He was able to show that the 
universal experience in ~\rnerica is that, 
where the ern ploy er has a chance to provide 
such a fund for the employee, it is his wish 
to do so, because he knows that it is to his 
own advantage, and in the American spirit 
of co-op0ration which exists in that country. 
He showed the worker that increased pro­
duction was in his own interest. He showed 
the fallacies underlying restricted produc­
tion. He dealt with co-operation, and 
pointed out the misunderstanding that exists. 
He was a man who fought the workers' 
battle as ·dispassionately as he fought the 
employers' battle if there was any battle. 
He said that the three essentials in industry 
were contentment, co-operation, and produc­
tion. Contentment, he said, depended on-

" (1) Security oi empioyment; (2) a 
voice in fixing the conditions of employ­
ment; (3) remuneration and fair division 
of profits; (4) working hours; (5) preyen­
tion of profiteering; (6) housing; (7) 
economic education; (8) opportunity to 
ri.;te.'' 

Co-operation depended on-
" (1) Elimination of susp1c10n; (2) 

creation of confidence between employer 
and employed; (3) recognition of their 
mutual community of interest; (4) 
machinery for facilitating co-operation." 

Production depended upon-
" (1) Economic education; (2) moderni­

sation by employers of their methods; 
(3) rcpl!diation by labour of limitations 
on output and of demarcation restric­
tions; (4) a progressive national trade 
policy." 

\Ve have not got that here yet. He was 
Ycry interesting on a rnodernisation of 
methods. There is a great gulf between 
individual conditions in England and in 
America. England will not allow a division 
of operations unless a skilled man is put in 
charge of each, and paid a skilled man's 
wa!H~':l. In America, according to Foster 
Frascr, there are 174 operations in the 
making of a boot, which means that, whether 
\\Orkers are skilled or not, when they have 
acquired the know ledge necessary to handle 
the machinery, they get the same wages 
right through. \Vith more output we can 
secure better conditions for the employer 
~tnd the employee; a larger wage fund for 
diYision between them. 

Mr. COLLINS: There are 5,000,000 unem­
ployed in the United Staes of America with 
all their improved methods of production. 

Mr. MACGREGOR : About two yeurs 
-ago, a friend of mine. the Trade Commis­
sioner for _'\ustralia. had a very interest­
ing conversation with Mr. Gompers, the 
American Labour lt•:lder. He lectured in 
America on labour conditions in Australia 
and referred to the various Arbitration 
Acts .and Arbitration Court•, without tak­
ing sides, and explained the Common­
wealth and the State legislation on the 
subject. He noticed ·Mr. Gompers in the 
audience, and at the close of the address, 
Mr. Gompers came up to him and said, 
" I have been very interested in your address. 
About twenty years ago. there was a young 
optimist from New Zealand who went 

through here. He claimed to have found 
a solution of all industrial troubles, and. 
said that arbitration was to be the thing·. 
I shook my head and told thim he would 
ha vc to find a lot more than arbitration. I 
can see from what you have said that you 
have not conquered it yet." There is no 
doubt that we have not, because of the 
natural and inevitable restrictions. 

Something has been said about the Arbitra­
tion Court. I think it must be kept for some 
time, if only as a guarantee of the good 
faith of the employer. I think it is one of 
th£ ·most remarkable instances in the history 
of this State of the good faith of the 
employer. The Arbitration Court has been 
nothing more than the employer saying to 
his ernployees, " I-Iere is my pocket; you can 
take whatever the man on the bench ~ays 
you ought to take out of it." That is the 
position. vVhat better evidence of good faith 
could you have than that? If it is to be­
removed, it is to be removed for something 
better, and hon. gentlemen will probably be 
asked to consider whether Whitley councils 
"-i JJ be better; w hcther there is not a lack of 
application in the awards of the Arbitration 
Court: whether, in dealing with industries 
generally, the awards do not press too hard on 
some establishments in those industries. If 
you gave an award for the whole of a trade, 
how ~<re you going to look after the small, 
struggling establishments? 'I'he stock argu­
ment-it is a very harsh and cruel one-is, 
"If an industry cannot pay, let it die." That 
is where progress is hindered. We want to 
encourage the struggling man and help him 
along. The general awards play into . the 
hands of the big concerns and pro-duce rmgs 
and combinations, against which we all 
protest. \Ve would have to consider whether 
we cannot have something like the Whitley 
councils to consider the needs and the posi­
tion of each establishment and each indus­
try. \Ve ·have a Queenslandcr who, after 
holding a position as liaison officer under the 
British Government, during which time he 
had to deal with Whitley councils in indus­
tries and the settlement of industrial pro­
blems, hac· returned to this State, and he 
has written in a Rockhampton paper a very 
interesting account of his work. I hope we 
shall hear little more of this class-hatred 
doctrine. I appeal to hon. members. opposite 
t0 see if there is not something better. Do 
not let our deliberations be marked bv class 
cor.sciousness on one side and biclwrl"ng on 
the other. I have attacked this kind of thing 
because it is necessary to uttack it-because 
it is ignorance in the last result. Let our 
ntotto be: " Cmne, let us reason together, 1) 

and sec if we cannot help Queensland to 
prospN. I recognise that this appeal is 
mostly directed to members on this side, 
because it is very pleasant to know that we 
ehall not have "an opportunity very much 
longer of calling the other side int_o delibera­
tion. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) : I wish to con­
gratulate the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply. Hon. members opposite 
have attempted to condemn and belittle this 
Government rig·ht throug'hout this debate. 
In one or two instances credit was given to 
this Government where credit was due, but 
the exceptions were very few. It has bt;en 
mostlv a continuous stream of condemnatHltl 
b:.- hon. members opposite. When they are 
addressing an audience of their own sup­
porters or addressing the National Demo­
cratic Council outside this Chamber, they 
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speak with an open mind and with an open 
heart, as the hon. member for Windsor did 
the other night. He admitted at a National 
Democratic Council gathering that the Go­
vc·rnment had difficulties to fac<>, and that 
any new Government coming in to take the 
place of this Government would have exactly 
the same dilliculties to face. Addresses under 
th~so circumstances very often get home more 
forcibly, as the speaker is off his guard. 
I quote an extract of the hon. mDmbnr's 
speech-

" An} Government that takes over the 
reins of omce will have to face a most 
difficult situation. The reYenue during 
the paAt year from retrospective rents 
obtained under the Land Act Amendment 
Bill, will, of course, not be received 
during the present year. There is also 
a considerable falling off in railway 
revenue, and what the decrea.se all-round 
in taxation for the current year will be 
no one can tell, but that it will be vu·,· 
considerable goes without saying, Added 
to this will be the higher interest costc-. 
which will have to be met, and Treasury 
bills and loans falling duo; and the 
limits of taxation have been undoubt~dl y 
reached." · 

He admits candidly that the Government are 
faced with an economic crisis that is t'xisting 
not only in Australia but throughout the 
world .. Yet, in this Chamber, in discussing 
the posrtwn of the State generally, we find 
hou. members opposite misrepre,•.enting the 
~.nso in "Hamar-d," so that it will go forth 
to many of thG electors in Queensland and 
be starred in headlines through the Press 
and go to the people in that form. It i• 
nothing short of scandalous that the law 
should allow members to make indiscriminate 
natements similar to what have been made 
by hon. members opposite throughout this 
debate. It is to be hoped that some states­
man will introduce a Bill something alono­
the linos of the Defamation Act, whereb~ 
nows~apors and members will have a certain 
amount of restriction placed upon them as 
r~g"ards misstatements in this Chamber. 

Hon. members on this side have 
[9.30 p.m.] dealt with the administration and 

legislation of the Government in 
a fair and equitable manner, but fair criti­
cism cannot be said to have come from the 
Opnosition benches. It reminds one of Ber­
nard Shaw's statements in his pi:.v, "Major 
Barbara," in which he referred to" the House 
of Lords as " a mere babble shop." That 
is what Opposition members are bringing 
this Chamber to-" a mere babble shop "­
instead of making true statements and offer­
ing honest criticism of the Government. I 
do not object to honest criticism, but I do 
object to dishonest criticism and dishonest 
statem0nts. 

Rig-ht through the debate hon. members 
opposite have touched on the few mstances 
of Shto enterprise conducted by the Govern­
ment, which. in the embryo stage, like pri­
vate enterprises outside, show small prospect 
?f pr'?fit: but they have eva•ded every admin­
Istrative measure that has benefited the 
farmers as well as the industrial section of 
the people. The Government cater for all 
sections of the community. \Ye have not 
had one word of commendation of the GoYern­
ment from hon. members opposite in regard 
to their action in bringing in the Regulation 
of Sugar Cane Prices Bill, which has resulted 
in giving millions of pounds to the sugar­
growers and making the sugar industry a 
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white industry. \Ye ha vo the so-called 
farmers' reprosentati yes opposite condemning 
the State Produce Agency, which was e"tab­
lishod to assist the farmers of the State and 
to help them to overcome the exploitation 
of the middleman. Mistakes have inevitably 
occurred, but they will be rectified in futuro. 
The fact remains that we haYO handled 
farmers' produce at a lower rate than private 
agencies have done, and, as the agency 
g-rows, we shall l.Je able to cater more mc­
cossfully for the farmers. The mistakes 
which have been made will be an object-lesson 
to the Government, enabling them to safe­
guard the interests of the farmers in future. 

Another measure which has been a boon to 
small settlers in Queensland is the Advances 
to Settlers Act, but every hon. member oppo­
site has avoided touching on that measure. 
Through that Act hundreds of farmers have 
received assistance which has enable·d them 
to improve their farms and to bring them to 
a productive and successful condition. 

Another administrative action of the 
Government worth mentioning is the provid­
ing of facilities for school children in out­
back p]ll,ccs. The expenditure for schools in 
country ·districts by this Government com­
pares more than favourably with that of any 
other Goyernmcnt in the history of Queens­
land. Itinerant teachers are sent to farms 
in the outlying portions of the State where 
it is impossible to got sufficient children 
together to warrant the erection of a school. 

A great deal has been said about the lack 
of interest on the part of the Government in 
the destruction of prickly-pear. I have had 
conversations with the Secretary for Public 
Lands, and I find that he is giving assistance 
wherever poHiblo to cope with this pest. All 
Governments prior to the Labour Government 
-and the Labour Government also-have 
rc,;ognised the fact that to attempt to eradi­
cate this pest with a man and a hoe would 
be financially impossible. \Ve have to depend 
upon science to cope with it, and we are on 
the road to success. \V e read recently that 
one of O\lr profe.ooors has introduced certain 
fungi and insects from South America and 
Africa with a view to effectively using them 
for the destruction of the pear in Queens­
land. The Government arc paying a quota 
of the expense of the investigations, and it 
is to be earnestly hoped that very beneficial 
remits will accrue in the near future. 

I would refer to the Pure Seeds Act which 
the Government have passed; also to the 
wheat pool legislation, and the guarantee 
given by the Government to the farmers. 
Attempts have been made to criticise unfairly 
the \Yheat Pool Board, but no praise has 
been given to the Government for their 
action. The abolition of the Railway Guar­
antee Act has not been dealt with by the 
Opposition. The establishment of sugar­
mills to assist farmers in outside places in 
the cane areas, where no mills were avail­
able, has been of groat benefit to the sugar­
growers. Several Government mills have 
been erecl~d, and the sugar industry is 
progressing largely through the assistance of 
tho Government. 

Another point \Yhich has been intentionally 
omitted b·i hon. members opposite is in regard 
to the assistance which has been given by the 
GoYernment to settlers who have lost heavily 
through cyclones in the North. Clerinont has 
good cause to appreciate the treatment which 
they have received from the Government. 
The lower part of the town was practically 
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swept a way by flood, and throng h the pass­
ing of the Cl0rmont Flood Relief Act and 
the assistance given under the vVorkers' 
Dwellings Act a new town, superior to the 
old one which was washed away, has sprung 
up. 

Looking at the administrative measures and 
tho legislation of t_he Government, one can 
only come to the cone! usion that the real 
Farmers' party is on this side of the House. 
We on this side un<:lerstand the economic 
system under which we are living, and recog­
nise that we are elected by the people, not 
to do as hon. members opposite claim they 
arc doing-that is, just to cater for one 
little section of the community-but to see 
that all interests in the community get a 
fair <:lea!. Certain interests will naturally 
bo affected by legislation which is passed for 
the /l'OOd of the people of Queensland, and 
we hear those interc-,ts w hi eh are affected 
squealing through their representatives on 
the opposite side. 

I will just quote a few of the things done 
by this Government for the industrial 
v;orkers. They have passed the Industrial 
Arbitration Act and the Factories and Shops 
Act, and brought about land reform. which 
has di,couraged the land monopolists whom 
hen. members opposite represent. They have 
passc•d the Mines Regulation Act and the 
Machinery and Scaffolding Act. Then they 
pa-dod the Shearers and Sugar Workers' 
Accommodation Act, which ensures decent 
accommodation instead of the insanitary 
hovels which the shearers and sugar-workers 
ha-d to be content with previously. All these 
measures aro beneficial to the community, 
but hon. members opposite give the Govern­
ment no credit for them. A few little things 
like the State fishshop, which showed a 
slip:ht loss during the last financial year, are 
held up as examples of the extravagance of 
this Government. 

Mr. FRY: Have they ever paid? 

Mr. FOLEY : If we are only going to look 
at everything from a profit-making point of 
,-iew, we are not going to do much for the 
benefit of the masses. What wo must look 
at is the service given to the community, 
and not the making of profits. 

At 8..45 ruu., 
Mr. KIRWAN relieved the Speaker in the 

chair. 
Mr. FOLEY: There are such things as 

free State Pducntion, compensation for 
miners' phthisis, baby clinics, at which 
mothers in times of sickne's can receive 
medical treatment and advice for their chil­
dren, and Government labour exchanges, to 
prevent chaos and enable the workers to have 
a better organisation for placing them in 
work. Thc·re is the fair rents legislation, 
·which has benefited many who were being 
exploited by the rackrentN who bled t-he 
community in the past. Not a word has been 
said about the benefits which accrued to the 
community by the establishment of the 
Public Curator's Department. Then there are 
the Public Defender and the Official Solicitor. 
The hon. gentleman who has just spoken 
would probably take exception to the passing 
of legislation making provision for the 
defence of prisoners who are not in ·a 
position to pay for legal advice. 

The Speech covers a wide area, touching 
upon almost everything of importance-the 
administrative e.cts of the Government and 
the difficulties they had to face during last 

I' a r!iament and during the last financial 
year; also a review of important Ineasures 
to bf' submitted this se'Sion, which will do 
much for the pBople of Queensland generally. 
Dealing with the State's mineral produc­
tion, it is pointed out that while last year 
it amounted in value to £3,462,214-it was 
nearly £1,000,000 over the average yield 
because of the high price in the early part 
of the period-the industry suffered a severe 
check at the beginning of this year by the 
fall in prices, which was so great that practi­
cally all our copper .and tin mining enter­
prises had to be closed down. That is one 
of th(' factors which has tended to create so 
much unemployment. Yet we find hon. 
gentlemen opposite trying to make out that 
thi~ Government are re,·.ponsible for the clos­
ing of those mines. Referring to coal, His 
Excellenc~, touche'! on the work done by the 
Mines Department in the direction of 
exploiting the coal resources in the Central 
district. If this Government had done 
nothing else, at least credit should be given 
Ll the Secretary for Mines for the active 
manner in which he has been .administering 
his department and the sympathetic treatment' 
·lw has given to variom parts of the State 
in opening up and exploiting some of the 
coal deposits containing enormous quantities 
of coaL At a later date. when the facilities 
whic-h are being cstabli,hed .are finally 
settled,· that will go a long wav towards 
increasing the wealth pro-duction of this 
State. Touching upon Bowen, the Speeoh 
says-

"The Bowen State Coalmine has been 
sufficiently developed for an output from 
the main seam of 500 tons per day, and 
attention is being given to the Garrick 
seam with the view of having its coal 
available when it is needed for coke­
making." 

I can foresee that in the very near future 
I3owen as a coal exporter will be second to, 
if not ahead of, N ewoastle. I have been 
lucky enough to come in contact with men 
who have been interes.ted in the coal trade 
and lately have been travelling round the 
world. The analvsis of the product from 
the I3lair Athol • seam and the splendid 
quality of the coal in Bowen have impressed 
practically every firm which deals in coal on 
the other side of the wor Id. 'Dhe only things 
wo have to contend with arc the high ship­
ping freights between Australia and the 
eastern countries. If it were not ioi· those, 
instead of the Blair Athol miners working 
one day a week as at present, there would 
b-~ a continuous traffic from Blair Athol to 
Rockhampton or Broadmount. I would like 
to point out to Ministers that t·he time is 
opportune for the Government to give 
greater assistance to the development of the 
coal export trade than thev have given in 
the past. At Broadmount they came to the 
assistance of the Blair Athol Company and 
established loading facilities, with the result 
that the company hopes in tJhe near future 
to have a few boats ct~lling for coaL They 
·have been handicapped by reason of the coal 
embargo placed on the export of coal from 
Australia by the Federal Government. On 
account of the row caused by the workers 
in ;\few South Wales, that embargo has been 
or is to be lifted. I would like to point out 
to the Government that in the middle of the 
last century England was the hub of the 
financial world by reason of her having 
developed an export trade in coaL Bv that 
means they drew the ships of the world to 
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their ports. Eventually they obtained con· 
trol of a grea.t part of t1ie manufacture of 
cotton. Coal has repres<mted practically nine­
t<Jnths of Britain's exports. The vessels that 
visited and took away the coal on their return 
jour!ley to England brought raw material 
from various parts of the world. enabling 
different manufacturec. to be establislwd. At 
a later date America established coal-loading 
facilities, and made special efforts to ·develop 
an export trade. She has made such great 
strides that in the near future she will be 
ahead of Britain. T•he Americans arrange 
their railway system in such a way t·hat they 
draw 5,000 tons of coal 450 miles in one train­
load, whereas in EI1gland the greatest load is 
300 tons, though the distance is not so great. 
It would be impossible for us to compete 
r-uccessfully in an export trade to places 
cloee to England or America, because their 
sv. tons are so up to date that they can land 
the product at tho seaports .and ship it at a 
much cheaper rate than we can do. The 
lowest weight in a coal wagon in America 
is 50 lons, whereas the highest weight in a 
r.oal hopper wagon in Queensland is about 12! 
tons. \Ve have to concentrate our efforts on 
the eastern part oi the world. Japan's coal 
suppliu are not of :uch a good quality, and, 
although they have coolie labour, the cost 
of p1·oduction is greater than it is at Blair 
Atho! and other narts of Australia. We need 
a S} ·1tmn -of raib.r.1:v concession··J to bring 
our coal from t·ho hinterland, such as Blair 
Athol. Even if the State lost a sum of 
n1oney for a nun1ber of years. jt would pay, 
hecau:c they would be establishing a trade. 
Such a thing as losing a few pounds in 
railway freights would be amply compensat<>.d 
bv increased rever>.ue in the , .. av o£ royalties 
to the Mines Denartment. 'In addition, 
instead of a population d 400 or 500, there 
would be a population of 1,000 at Bl.air 
Athol if the output were doubled. Tho"' 
P''ople would be circulating their money, 
and, in addition, there would be the circula­
tion of the divid,cnds on the share''· If 
possible, at some future date I am going to 
bring a 1''DUt a conference of the coaln1ining 
companies wit:h the Government so that some 
arrong-ement may be come to with the object 
of launching an export trade and increasing 
thE': prodtiction of our abundant. natural 
wealth at Blair Athol and the Central dis­
trict of Queensland. 

I wislr to compliment the Government on 
the assistance given to gem miners at Anakic. 
Several sneers have come from the other sidB 
in reference to the attempt made by the 
Government to stabilise the gem industry, 
provide more employment. and better the 
living of the worker in the gem industry. 
Much has been done since we began opera­
tions. An atbrnpt was made to inaugurate a 
system by which the miners would get the 

full return from their product. 
[9 p.m.] Investigations were made, a.nd the 

only conclusion the Government 
could come to "as that all the gems produced 
on the ) .. nakie field must go through the one 
agency if any degree o£ success were to be 
attained. 

Mr. FRY: Rubin Brothers. 

Mr. FOLEY: Eventually Rubin Brothers 
were appointed agents for the miners to 
market the sq_pphires. The old svstem which 
was in operation on the field pr.oved worth­
less and against the best intere,ts of the 
miners. Therefore this new scheme was 
launched and an agreement entered into. 
This provided that all stones were to go 
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through one ag-ency-namely, Rubi:' Brothers,. 
who received 5 per cent. commisSion on the 
total sales from the gems sold on the ovcrsea 
markcls. Rubin Brothers also received 
interest on the money advanced to the miners. 
on their gems. The money advanced to the 
miners was 75 per cent. of the· estimated sell­
ing price of the gems . on the European 
market. Everything went nicely for three 
n10nth~. During six ,,-eeks' actual operations 
i r1 the first period of three months £36,000 in 
ea h was distributed amongst the miners as 
advances, the average price being £7 10s. per 
oz. That was the sum received by the miners 
for first-gradce " parcel blue" sapphires. To 
show the succrc,s which attended the opera­
tions of the scheme up to a certain point, I 
might mention that in 1918 there were 3,591 
oz. of "parcel bluo" sapphires sold for £1,078. 
12s. 6d., which worked out at £3 per oz. In 
1919 there \Yere 10,000 oz. producod, which 
rr•alised through the private gem buyers on 
the Cc!d xn 000. worl;,'nQ out a! £3 1-fS. 7d. 
per oz. That was the most prosperous year in 
the history of the sapphire fields of Anakie. 
One bu;. r tried to get control of the main 
production of the field on o:w occasion, w·1th 
rho result that he force-d pricn, up to the 
fictitious value of £20 per oz. for first-quality 
"blues,'' but that 'vas an abnormal period~ 
Owing to the priec- realised by miners in the 
boom. and the fact that many h -ld back their 
proc:uct from the g-em agents there was an 
increase in the pl~ice paic1 COlnpared with 
anv other in the historv of the field. For 
in~tnnre, in J an11arv. 1920. ther.e were 940 oz. 
of "blues" produced for £4.963, averaging 
£5 2s. per oz. In February there were 1,040 
oz. produced for £6.036, averaging £5 16s. 
per cz. In :\farch 823 oz. were produced for 
£5.937; 1 did not work out the average. 
In April. 1,654 oz. were nroducod for £11,408, 
an average of £6 12s. }Jcr oz. In Septemb8l· 
501 oz. were produced for £3.011, equal to· 
£6 per oz. In December, 1920, there were 
955 oz. produced for £2.997, equal to £3 2s. 
per oz. \Vhile this scheme was in opm·ation 
th following prices wer•o realised :-1921: 
January, blue-., 68 oz.--£500-£7 7s. per oz. ; 
Februarv, blues, 2,618 oz.-£19,708-£7 10s. 
per oz. ;' March, blues, 823 oz.-£5,957-£7 
5s. per oz. ; April, blues, 1,006 oz.-£6,822-
£6 15s. per oz.; Ma:", blues. 450 oz.--.£1.634 
-£3 12s. per oz.: ,June, blues, 399 oz.-£931-
£2 6s. per oz. In some instances under this 
arrangement the miners receive<!! as high as 
£14 per oz. on parcels that were considered 
by the miners' grader to be above the aver­
age. and a•. low as £3 per oz. on some parcels 
I hat were, in his opinion, below the average. 
\Vhen the scheme was launched an agreement 
was arranged between the Government a.nd 
Rubin Brothers, based in anticipation of the 
n1arket rernaining nonnal, and it 'vas antici­
pated what the normal average market price 
would be. Under the a.greement the price 
paid to the miner for his product was to be 
£2 ner oz. on the a vnagc. Rnbin Brothers 
received an advir~" from their firm in France 
sn:ving that was a safe price to work on, with 
the result that operations were carried out 
satisfactorily. 

The Ho:vrr SECRETARY: We actuallv paid 
higher rntes than the Agent-General a:dvised. 

Mr. FRY: That was done to create a 
monopoly. 

Mr. FOLEY: Jt wa; n0ver intended to 
create any monopoly. The i·dea of the scheme 
was to make the miners the monopoliots 
over thoir own product, and Rubin Brothers 
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were appointed sole ag·ents to market it 
through. After the scheme was in operation 
±ur three months thoro came an entire 
-collapse of the gem markets of the world, 
vVe had advice from the Agent-General's 
office verifying the cable rec2ived from Rubin 
Brothers. The result was that we had gem·'' 
storocl to the v.1luo of £42,000, which could 
not be sold by the agent in Paris. Seeing 
that we had this accumulated stock in hand, 
Dther arrangements had to be made befDre 
the system could be worked satisfactorily. 
\Vhilo these arrangements were being made 
between the Government and the agant the 
price was reduced; and that is the reason 
why the Oppo•.ition have been written to by 
a few malcontents on the field \vbo would not 
bo satisfied with anything. Notice was given 
by thG Minister to terminate the agreement, 
and, at the same time, Rubin Brothers were 
asked to offer an:" now suggestions in the 
hope that we could arrange a system based 
upon the dopress·ed market, so that the 
market could be gradually fed and not 
glutted. and so th.tt the minor would 
€Ventually g' t the same price as if the market 
was in a nonnal state. The original agree­
ment compelled the agent to sell, and not to 
hold the gems, and, a, I say, the scheme 
was vorv succeosful for the first three months. 
We we;o unlucky in launching our scheme 
too late. If the scheme had been launched 
twelve months c.ooner it would have been a 
huge succe.;s, and it \vould have been to the 
cr&dit of the Government for having done 
something for the gem miners of Queensland. 
Owing to the collapse of the market the 
scheme did not wmk out as well as it might 
have done. I understa.nd new proposals 
have been received from Rubin Brothers and 
discucocd by the Government. and if, aft~r 
investigations are mado, the proposals prove 
satisfactory, at some future date they will be 
submitted to the miners for approval. If the 
miners are satisfied, the Government will 
enter into another agreement in the hope 
that better results "'ill accrue. If the 
Government had not entered into the agre~~ 
mcnt with Rubin Brothers for the sale of th,_ 
g~ms, the miners on the field would not 
have been able to sell 10,000 oz., but under 
the agro,m_nt the:c sold £50,000 worth up 
to date. 

Mr. FHY: \Vhat about the fancy gems? 

Mr. FOLEY : Regarding fancy gems, we 
pD·sess the finest variety of sapphires in the 
\vorlcl "-; e have ydlow sa pp hire.:;, green 
sapphires, and ruby and parti-colDured 
sapphin s, but thoro is .1 b'olutolv no market 
for thc!7·B gen1s oYerscas. The ~a rrangcment 
with t.ho Government and Rubin Brothers did 
r;ot rfdAr to fancv gerr~s, the~ onlv stones w·e 
were interested in being the first-class bhw. 
second-cla-s blue, machine stones, and 
corundum. 

I wish to draw attention to another phase 
of the Government admini-tration, and that 
is forestry. \Ye have heard a good deal said 
by hon. members opposite in condemnation 
of the Forestrv Department, stating that the 
·department has been the main cause of the 
increased price in timber. Seeing that 74 
per cent. o£ the production of log timber in 
Queensland comes off farm-clearing and pri­
vate property, I think that the Forestry 
Department should be exonerated from any 
charge in that direction. The hon. member 
for Normanby makes the charge that, 
.because Df the oxree,ivc royalty charged by 
this Government, many firms in Brisbane are 

holding off building until the Labour 
Government are ousted from office. The 
hon. members opposite, including the hon. 
member for Normanby, show great ignorance, 
so far as a know lodge of the economics of 
forestry go. It_ would be an education for 
them to look up the last annual report of 
tbo Director of For<"ltry touching upon price­
fixing in relation to timber values. I wish 
to quote one or two little points in regard 
to advance in prices. Jlilr. Swain is a man 
well vorsocl in his subject--in silviculture and 
forestry. It is all very fine for hon. mem­
bers opposite to stand up and make the 
accusation that the Forestry Department and· 
its royalty system are responsible .for the 
increased prices. The increase in timber values 
has not been local, but is world wide. If we 
refer t.o the prices quoted in the Director's 
report, we will find a gradual increase in 
the price of timber, dating back from the 
days of early settlement, and that it is not 
caused by excessive royalties, but by the 
gradual depletion of our forestry resources, 
making it necessary for our timber-haulers 
to go further back into the forest, thereby 
involving extra cost in harvesting and 
producing. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO>! : These are prices at the 
stump. 

Mr. FOLEY: In many places the depart­
ment have their own bullock teams, and 
draw their log supplies to the siding, and 
the logs are put up under ·a competitive 
system at an upset price which is very rea· 
sonable, and the buyers from the different 
sawmills, including the State sa''mills, in 
bidding really determine the market price of 
timber. The Director of Forestry says-

" The advance in timber values has not 
been merely local, hut universal. The 
imported equivalent of Queensland pines 
-viz .. American redwood-was qucted in 
1914 at from 22s. to 24s. 6d. ; in 1917 the 
market prices ranged from 32s. to 35s. 6d. 
By 1919 it could be secured only on pay­
ment of up to 54e.; and this year's 
shipments are costing 90s. Baltic pine 
price.l similarly had advanced from 10s. 
per 100 running feet in 1914 to 32s. in 
1920." 

He further sn ys-
" In considering these advances it must 

not be overlooked that in the case of 
lumber there is no such thing as a prices 
lm·cl, and that the normal trend in all 
countries is an up\',ard incline, due, 
obviously, to the gradual depletion of 
the orig-inal forests (particularly of the 
accessible areas) and the operation Df the 
law of compound interest in the case 
of plantations created b:: the <'Xpcnditurc 
of money. Hitherto, the factor of cost 
of production has not been taken into 
account in the sale of. forest products, 
and a hurried, shortsighted liquidation 
of alienated timber crops throughout the 
world has resulted in depressed values 
for >'· oud. The effect of \\ ar has been 
to rut Australia off sharply from its pre­
vious inundat·ion bv low-cost foroi,g-n 
Inrnbcr surpluses, aTid so soon as the 
pessin.ism of \Var conditions cleared 
away, there began that lift in local 
timber values which, though viewed with 
grave alarm bv the industries momen­
tarily directly_ ~ffected, represents not so 
1nuch a prire ir.flation as a reversion to 
value-normality, taking into account the 
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previously forgotten but essential factor 
of cost of forest production." 

Again, he says-
" It is axiomatic that the market value 

of the log fixed the radius of profitable 
haulage and, tlwrefore, of the acreage of 
forest to be drawn upon to supply the 
needs of sawmills. A reduction of log 
price or an increase in log haulage costs 
automatically reduces the area of opera­
tion, and, therefore, the quantity of raw 
material available at rail. At the pre­
sent time there is a shortage of logs, 
and the natural tcndencv is to increase 
log prices in order to increase log sup­
plies. vVhen the reverse happens, the 
~tanding timber beyond the existing limits 
of prof1table haulage becomes unmarket­
able, and the individual settler, unable 
h 'await the readion, is forced to fell 
and burn an indispensable national and 
person8l asSet, in order to make a more 
immediat0 livelihood by growing a 
charter-period crop. So, whilst the 
country is perilously short of wood, indis­
pensable supplies of timber may be 
destroyed by the compulsion of economic 
conditions." 

I have had experience in my own case. I 
have done a iot of timber harvesting in 
my time, cutting girders and railway timber 
supplies in various parts of Australia, and 
I know it is a fact that in every State in the 
Commonwealth the timber supplir·s nearer to 
railways are generally exhausted first, and, 
as you advance into the hinterland, you meet 
with greater di•-advantages, and it naturally 
follows that the cost of p:·oducing and har­
Ye.,ting increase-. I have exJ.austcd mv time, 
but I have dealt with many points raised by 
hon, members opposite. I hope that in 
future, instead of criticising in the manner 
in which they have done, they will at least 
g·ive some credit where credit is due. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor): Dnring the 
debate on the Address in Reply hon. mem­
bers opposit-e have constantly reiterated thG 
statement that Opposition members have been 
defaming the State. That is not correct. 
\Ye know perfectly well, and no one knows 
b-etter than hon. members oppo--ite, that the 
criticism has been directed against the 
Administration and has not been directed 
against the State. No one in this Chamber 
can truthfully defame this State. Every 
hon. member recognises that we possess pro­
bably the most wonder£~! State _in_ !l:e Com­
monwealth, and that 1ts poss1b1hhes are 
practically limitless. No hon. 111embcr on 
this side of the House has defamed the State. 
There is " difference b-etween criticising and 
finding fault with the Administration or the 
Government of the State and finding fault 
with the St:tte itself. It has been said more 
than once that the assets of Queensland were 
never of greater· value than they are to-day. 
If the Governm-ent set out to-day to construct 
our railwavs and build our public office,; 
and buildiilp;s and equip them with the 
nece-ssaries for carrying out governmental 
function> and activities, it would probably 
cost us 50 per cent. more 'than they have cost 
us in the past. The assets of the State are of 
a greater value to-dav than ever before. 
Unfortunately, the credit of the State is for 
the time being suffering on account of the 
Gv\rernn1ent who have been administC'ring 
our affairs. It has really become a! most 
tirPson1o on account of the number of timeS 
tldt that has been repeated in this House, to 
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say that that is the real cause of th-e trouble 
which exists in Queensland to-day; and, 
until credit is restored, just so long shall we 
continue to experience the difficulties we are 
exneriencing in Queensland to-day. During 
thi's debate I have not been able to discover 
any evidence on the part of the Gov-ernment 
that the legislation which they propose to 
carry out in the future will be on different 
lines from what they have carried out in the 
past. \Ve find hon. membcrc opposite urging 
the Government to go ahead as fast as they 
possibly can with a Lvan Bill and make it 
compuisory, if necessary. Vvhat are the 
reasons which actuate hon. members to get 
up and speak in that way when they kn?W 
that statements similar to that and legislattvG 
enactment" similar to that are causing the 
difficulti0s which th0 Government are ex­
periencing to-day in car_rying on the aJJ;airs 
of thi-' State? Confic.catiOn and compuls1on t 
There are onlY probably two occasions when 

th0re should be any necessity to 
[9.30 p.m.] raise money by a compulsor_y 

loan. The fi1·st is when war IS 

devastating or threatens to devastate the 
country, and the second is when famme pre­
vails in the countrv. In the two cases I have 
named it is quite' justifi~ble to r~ise J?Oney 
compulsorily; but there IS _no JUSbficatwn_ at 
the present time for resortmg to compulswn 
to rai'e loan money in Queensland. Money 
has been simply rolling in to the Govern­
ment from e,:erv direction ; and the result 
has been that th-;, Government have loot con­
trol of the finances of the State, and h~ve 
spent monev in State enterprises, in wh1ch 
t,,ns of tho{isands of pounds have been lost. 

Reference was made this afternoon to the 
State iron and steel works; but, m my 
opinion the Government have had such a fill 
of Stat~ cnterprices that, if the money ':'ere 
available to-morrow to start the State 1ron 
and steel works, they would turn the pro­
posal dmm, 

l'l!r. C'OLLIXS : No ; it is a plank of our 
platform. 

Mr TAYLOR: The hon. member has not 
rc;d. the " Standard " to-day, in which he 
,,;][ find it reported that another State 
~ntcrprisc has " gone bung." 'I'he Govern­
went arc going to sell the '·Douglas Maw­
son" and 13urkc and Company have -con­
tra~ted to run a ship to the Northern ports, 
v·ith a subsidy from the Government. 

Mr. PEASE: If the "Douglas Mawson" had 
not been run, the people of the North would 
have starved. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I recognise that there was 
justification for the purchase of a steamer 
t•J supply the wants of the people in the 
Gulf courttry · but one of the biggest blunders 
that the Go~ernment made was to buy the 
"Douglas Mawson1

' to :arry on_ the work. 
If the Government had simply ea1d to Burke 
and Company, " \Ve will give Tyou so much 
a year to run a st-eamer to North Queen_s­
land," they would not have lost money 1n 
connection· with the "Douglas JY1awson." 

'rhe TREASURER: We tried every private 
firm in Australia, and it was the only boat 
IH' could buy. 

l\.Ir. TA YLOR: The raising of a com­
pulsory loan will mean financial suicide to 
the: State. If that action is going to be 
adopted, it will be so much the worse f~r 
the Slate. \Yhat we want in Queensland IS 

a fair and equitable mode of taxation, but 
we find that every possible means of taxation 
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ha3 been resorted to by the GoYernrnent. 
until the absolute limit has been reachE·d, and 
the people are nearly bled white. There 
are rw other sources of taxation that the 
Government can tap. Tho r!?trospective rents 
payable under the Land Ads AmNtdment 
Act of 1920 will not be rec-nved durmg the 
current year. They amount to . £359,000. 
Inrome tax is going to show a shnnkage of 

. at least 35 per cent., and probably more, and 
that has to be added to the decreased returns 
in other directions. Railway returns are 
fallin.r off Then there is the extra rate of 
intere';,t ~hi eh we shall ha Ye to pay on 
Trea.,ury bills which are falling due, apd 
in connection with exrstrng loans whrch 
mature during the current year. How are 
we going to face those liabilities? The 
Fcder:d Government are ha,·ing the utmost 
difficulty to get the Diggers' Loan at the 
present time. l\'o one is going to say that 
the Federal Government arc faultless in 
regai·d to the expenditure of money. They 
have, unfortunatel.Y, made blunders like our 
State Government, and the sooner they are 
rectified the better it will be for Australia 
as a whole. 

I have read the Governor's Speech with a 
"re at amount of interest. We are glad to 
~2e that His Excellency took a journey to tllf\ 
far North and made himself conversant with 
the conditions there. 

Mr. CoLLI:"'1S: At the public expense. 

:\1r. TA YLOR: He is not the only one who 
travels at the public expense. Both the hon. 
member and myself do that, and our wives 
also. 

Mr. CoLLINS: We have to pay the expenses 
of our wives up and down the coast. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The Governor saw more 
of the country on his visit than he would 
learn from reading about it for six months. 
He as well as the Governor-General of the 
Co;,monwealth, were impressed with the 
emptiness of North Queensland. It rs unfor­
tuuate that the Northern part of the State 
i· so sparsely populated. The hon. member 
fo,· Herbert gave the credit for practically 
e>erything that has been done in North 
Queensland to the Labour Government; but 
one Opposition member showed that a large 
amount of money had been spent in con­
nection with sugar-mills, railways, wharves, 
and different activities in North Queensland 
before there ever was a Labour Government, 
f o that the statement of the hon. member 
that development of North Queensland has 
been brought about solely by a Labour Go­
vernment is not quite true. The problem of 
peopling the North is one which we have 
to face. \Ve have not solved it yet. I am 
afraid that the methods adopted in the 
past are not going to solve the problem. 
Until we can make the home life in the 
northern part of Queensland more attractive 
and comfortable for women. we shall nevc'l' 
fiil it with a white population. I have not 
been up I\orth for a considerable time. but 
the lack of conveniences for women and ehrl­
dren when I "·as there made the possibility 
oi pcopling North Queensland look practically 
hopeless to me. To enable North Queens­
land to be defended, a virile population is 
rcqnired. 

Mr. CoLLINS: \Ve want cheap shipping 
freights. 

::,rr. TA YLOR : We want ever>'thing cheap. 
It appears to me that the dav of cheap 
things has gone by for a considerable time. 
There does not seem to be. any probability of 

things becoming any cheaper. The Governor 
states-

" So far as I have travelled I ha >B 
been greatly impressed by the. vast poss!­
bili tic~ of the State, and w hrle there IS 
no reason why our people should lose 
courage, or endurance, or ability in even 
the most northern portion of it, numeri­
eally they are unequal to the responsibili­
ties the possee~ion of so large and rrch 
<1 tonitory has imposed on them." 

That is >ery true. The responsibilities. 
devolving upon the mere handful of people 
in l'\orth Queensland at the present time is 
a greater responsibility than they can reason­
ably bear. The Governor also states-

" To exploit fully such enormouo 
natural resources a much greater popula­
tion than we now have is imperatively 
needed, and State and Commonwealth are 
co-operating in an in1migration sche~1e 
which my advisers are of opinion wrll 
secure for Queensland as many immi­
grants of the best ki!ld as we can 
a-ecomn1oda te-.'' 

I am not in favour of putting a lot of single 
mc'n on the land. It will be better if we 
can get from abroad married couples who 
will settle in North Queensland. A man on 
the land is at a great loss unless he has a 
wife to help him in his work. If we could 
.!!et married couples to go to North Queens­
land, with a little capital to assist them 
during the first years of •8ttlement, we 
should have accomplished something in the 
intero,ts of the State. 

Another matter dealt with ·in the Speech, 
and which has been referred to by the hon. 
membor for Oxley, is water conservation. 
The hon. member told us abont the increased 
rost in regard to the Inkerman irrigation 
ar0a, due to the delays and underestimat0s 
as to the cost. It is quite evident that 
greater care is necessary in estimating the 
cost of big public works. If you are going 
to load an irrigation scheme, such as the one 
at Inkerman, and a man is going to be 
asked to pay over £200 a year in water rates, 
you will add greatly to the cost of production, 
and, ns a natural consequence, to the co~t 
of living. 

At 9.45 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Mr. TAYLOR: We all realise thc\t drought 

conditions have become somewhat normal. 
Every few years we get a drought period, 
and the conntry suffers to the extent of pro­
bably ·millions of pounds. The matter was 
brought before me very forcibly when a 
parliamentary party went to Charleville at 
the time Sir Ross Smith arrived in Queens­
land. The day we arrived in Char!eville 
there was not a drop of water in the \Varrego 
River. There had been heavy rains in the 
back country, and at about 3 or 4 o'clock 
the following afternoon the flood waters 
came down the Warrego River, although not 
a drop of rain had fallen in Charleville. 
In three or four days the river was running 
8 or 10 feet deep. The whole of that water 
ran to waste. I have never had a greater 
object lesson on the necessitv for water· con­
ser:Yation. Mane" invested in that direction 
would be well spent. We should b·.' able to 
irrigate a limited area of country, and we 
d10;dcl probably save the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of stock, thus adding to the 
prosperity of the State. 

\Vc all know that at the pre·ent time a 
world->Yide financial depression exists. No 
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ono denies it. As a result we know there is 
a c<msiderable amount of unemployment. 
But, surely, we must ask ourselves, can the 
Gm·ernment fairly and honf·5tly claim, con­
sidming the amount of revenue they have 
received, that things should be in the deplor­
able state they are in? Government suppor­
ters cannot truthfully say we should b• in 
this pDsition. If our revenue had been 
falling, there might haYe been some excuse 
for the unemployment. But our revenues 
have been continually expanding, and nDw 
we are coming to the time when there is 
going to be a big fall, and we have no 
reserves Df taxation, and do not know where 
to turn in order to carry on the activities Df 
gm·ernment in the way in which they should 
be carried on. 

A GOVEHNMENT MEMBEH: \Vhat do you 
·11ropose? 

Mr. TA YLOR: As a start, something 
should be done in the way of restoring the 
credit of the Sta.te. The Government should 
show their regret at sDme of the legislation 
they have introduced, having acted detri­
mentally to the best interests of the State. 
If that were done, we would progress, be­
cause it is abundantly evident that our only 
salvation at the present time is going to 
come from an influx of money from outside. 
\Vc have to get it somehow, •and the only 
way is to show that we are determined that 
our legislation in the future will be so 
framed that it will not impair the credit of 
the country. It has been said that an 
attempt was made on the other side of the 
world to interfere with the domestic legisla­
tion of the State. Nothing of the kind has 
been dDne. The Government can introduce 
any legislation they like and nobody can 
interfere. But if, after they have intro­
duced that legislation, they go to the man 
outside and tell him they want to borrow, 
surely it is within his right to say whether 
or not he is disposed to lend it. Can that be 
called interfering with our domectic legisla­
tion? The credit of the country is as gDod 
as that of any country in the world; it is 
the Government's credit that has gone smash, 
and which is responsible for the whole of 
our trouble. 

The Speech also contains remarks in regard 
to the North-South Railway. I quite agree 
with the remarks of the hon. member for 
Oxley in that connection. Why should this 
State, which we say is the best and richest 
Stat<', be in the position of a common mendi­
cant begging the Federal Government to give 
us £2,000,000 for the Burnett lands and to 
di 1·ert a railway to Queensland which it was 
promised would run through the centre of 
Australia? Why not he men enough to carry 
on our activities without having to adopt 
that ignoble attitude? 

The PREMIER: Where do you think that 
railway should be built? 

Mr. TA YLOR: I think it should be built 
in accordance with the agr<'ement made with 
the South Australia Government. and 
Queensland should he prepared to build her­
self any railways she wants. 

The PHEMIER: Do you think the Common­
wealth should spend £50,000,000 building that 
railway through the desert? 

Mr. TA YLOR : It is not a question of 
whether I think the Commonwealth should 
or should not spend £50,000,000 on the con­
struction of a railway. The fact remains 
that an agreement was made that on account 
of the transfer of the Northern Territory to 

[Mr. Ta,ylor. 

the fr deration they would build that rail­
way. 

The PREMIER: Has Queensland no interest 
in the matter'? 

Mr. 'l'A YLOR : Yes, Queensland has an 
interest in it, and we will have to help build 
it. 

The PRE:>IIIER: You want us to help build 
a railway through the desert in South. 
Amtralia? 

Mr. TAYLOR: We helped to build a 
decert railway through South Australia, and 
we wm have to help to build this trans­
CDntinontal railway that is going to run from 
north to south of the State. The Premier 
is evidently forgetting that his proposal will 
mean three different railway gauges. 

The PHEMIER: Not at all. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You arc going to have the 
Victorian gauge, the New South Wales 
gauge, and the Queensland gauge. 

The PREMIER: NDt neceNuily. 
Mr. TAYLOR: That is one of the things 

~which wm have to be considered. I am like 
the hon. member fm· Oxlov. I think we have 
built quite sufficient non-paying railways; 
indeed, we have built a few too many. Let 
us develop the land along our existing rail­
wavs to the hest of our ability, and then we 
shall he doing some good work. To build a 
lot more railways would he a great mistake 
at the present time, because we have not the 
population. and we have not the money. 
Certain railwavs have to he cDmpleted, but 
a lot of caref c1l thought would need to be 
given to any proposal to construct new r~il­
wa vs. I would like to read something wrth 
reg":..~.rd to Queen.Jand, written by a 1nan \vho 
knows Que;•nsle.nch-

" ' 'THE QUEEN STATE OF THE CO~ON-
WEALTH.' · 

" Queensland-now popula.rly known 
as the ' Queen State of the Common­
wca!th'-might be truly described in the 
words of the Patriarch as 'A land of 
promise. . . A goodly land. A 
land flowing with milk and honey. A 
land of ,,-heat and of barley. . . A land 
of vine' and fig-trees and pomegranates; 
who ·.e stone• are made of iron and out 
of whose hills you may dig brass. . . 
Where thy flocks and herds multiply, and 
thy silver and gold is multiplied, and 
e 1·erything thou hast. ' " 

Those are the words of the Agent-General 
in London; that is what he says the St<J.to 
is like. It ought to he like that; but, 
unfortunately, at the present time it is not. 
The Agent-General. in a very excellent report 
on the vear's operations, tells U6 that for 
the year' 1920 the total amount of all kinds 
of meat imported into Great Britain was 
no less than 810,000 tons. He Rays that this 
was actually an advance of 12 per cent. on 
the previous highest annual import-viz., that 
o£ 1913. Unfortunately, we are not getting 
the shar<e we ought of that tremendous 
import. The Agent-General goes on to state 
the reasons. He tells us that the South 
American " frigorifJCos," con trolled by the 
big American meat-packers, are at present 
once more swelling the volume of this chilled 
import into the United Kingdom, and the 
m<J.rket in this commodity may he said to 
have a controlling influence over the fortunes 
of frozen meat generally in any season. It 
i6 the chilled meat which is going into 
Great Britain which is prejudicially affecting 
the sale of our meat in London. He goes on 
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to tell us that it behoves meat-producers in 
all regions to study the possibilities of joining 
in this business of carrying meat with a soft 
surface on long voyages. A large portion 
of the European market is best suited to be 
;ervcd with meat which will suit the national 
cooking habit of the boiling pot-cl1illed meat 
in this regard bHing far preferable to frozen. 
·we are finding it very difficult, on account 
-of the immense imports from South America, 
to get a payable price for our producers. 
Then he points out the tremendous fall in 
the value of the pro-ducts which are being 
sent to London. He tells us that in mid­
March mutton was at llOs. per cwt., while 
in December it fell to 58s. 6d. Beef was 
quoted at llOs. in mid-March, and it fell to 
·60s. per cwt. in December. These are the 

figures of our Agent-General, who 
[10 p.m.] is recognised by all parties as a 

capable, efficient business man 
who knows what he is writing about. He 
tells us in regard to hides that Queensland 
hides, of 30 to 40 lb., brought from 26d. 
to 28d. per lb. in the beginning of 1920, and 
the;· were down to 10!d. per lb. in December. 
That shows how the prices a.f pastoral pro­
ducts fell during the year, and that is the 
reason we are subject to such a slump in 
values. In addit-ion to that, t·here is the 
increased cost of production. I do not intend 
to take up the time of the House any longer, 
but I express the hope that any legislation 
the Government propose to introduce will be 
something we can all support. The Govern­
ment have e;ot on their list a Bill for the 
abolition of t·he Upper House, but we know 
they do not intend to abolish tbe Upper 
House at all. Thev never intended to abolish 
it. All their talk about abolishing the Upper 
House is all camouflage and humbug. The 
Legislative Council will be there for the next 
fifty years, and probably some of the 
younger generation who are members now 
will be mNnbers in fifty years' time. I hope 
the Government will give serious <1ttention 
t0 some of their legislation and jettison 
some of it. They have jettisoned the 
"Flappers' Vote" Bill, and I ·do not see any 
mention of the Greater Brisbane Bill. There 
are a few other Bills we have lost sig:ht of 
lately, and I do not suppo-se we shall ever 
see them again. I hope we never will. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at three minutes past 

10 o'clock p.m. 
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