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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

FRIDAY, 19 At::GUST, 1921. 

The PRESIJJEKT (Hon. \Y. Lennon) took the 
chair at half-past 4 o'clock p.m. 

LEAVE OF ABSE~CE TO MEMBER. 
HOK. H. L. GROOM. 

The PRESIDE::\'T reported that he had 
rrc :ivcd fron1 1-lif' Excellency the Governor 
a letter dated 16th August, i921, intimating 
that His Excellency had granted a request 
fur leave of absence from the Legislative 
Councii for two months from the 8th August 
to the Hon. H. .L. Groom. 

The PRESIDENT leH the chair at twentv-two 
minutes to 5 o'clock p.m., resuming "it at 
5.30 o'clock p.m. 

Sl'SPENSIO~ OF STAKDIXG RULES 
AXD ORDERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES (Hon. A. 
J. JonH): I beg to move-

" That so much of the Standing Rules 
and Orders be suspended as would other­
wi.o.• prevent the pas·ing of the Metro­
politan and Ipswich \Vater Supply and 
Sewerage Acts Amendment Bill through 
all its r.._.n1aining stages in one day." 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I thought 
the Minister would have given us some 
information as to why he wants to suspend 
the Standing Orders. This is a most unusual 
procedure in connection with an ordinary 

7Tm. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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Bill, although a very usual one in connection 
with Appropriation Bills when the necessit,,· 
arises for obtaining money to pay the public 
servants. But here is a case where v.,.e have 
a board, constituted under an Act, who are 
practically levying rates and getting a large 
income, and the 1\!Iinister, without one word 

·of explanation, asks us to suspend the 
Standing Rules and Orders to enable the Bill 
to go through in one day. It is a most 
11rusual course, anu one that ought to be 
juctifiod by the Minister. The hon. gentle­
man has not said why he wants it rushed 
th,·ough to-day, nor has he shown any reason 
why it should be rushed through. This is a 
mJst autocratic way of doing business and 
one that does not accord with the supposed 
dPmocratic ideas of hon. gentlemen on the 
other side. I see that thev have come in 
their battalions to support 'the Minister in 
this matter, and I think at lcc.st he mirrht 
ha","(' given us so1ne justification for asking 
us to do what he proposes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I was 
under the impression that I had given good 
rusons for the necessity of putting this Bill 
through aH its stages in one day ,vhon \VC 

Wt.:re discussing the n1atter yesterday. }Ion. 
geiltkrne11 arc well aware that we could not 
proceed with the motion yesterday because 
\;e had not the numbers here to form a 
special quorum. I was under the impression 
that I :g·ave tlho same 'reasona for the 
urgency of the Bill, that were g·iven in the 
Assembly, and the Opposition in the 
"\os cm bly agreed to allow this Bill to b: 
proceeded ·,. ith while a motion of want of 
confidence was being discussed, and before 
they had come to a vote on that question. 
The urgency of the Bill is apparent. The 
Bill will give the Water Supply and Sewer­
age Bo~rd power to raise loans. and the 
nogotia tions already carried on have been 
sucnessful. It also has some bearing on the 
unemployed question. I understand the 
board have quite a number of men alreadv 
employed and others that thev desire to 
0mploy "·hen th?Y can raise more' money than 
they have ay:ulable at the pre,ent time. 
Therefore, the Bill is urgent in that regard 
The nt<Iotiations, however, could not be corn~ 
pleted until the Bill is passed, but they 
ha vo been so successful with the financial 
institutions and the Governor of the Common· 
wr 1Ith Bank that the board are anxiow, to 
got the Bill through, and the Goyermnent 
are anxious to get the Bill through so that 
the work can be proceeded with. ' 

The PRESIDE:'i'T: There being an abso· 
lute maJonty of members of the Council 
prc,ent, I now put the motion. 

Question put and passed. 

METROPOLITA~ AND IPSWICH WATER 
SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE ACTS 
~·~:viEXD:MENT BILL. 

SECOND READIKG. 

The SECRETARY F.OR MINES; I bog 
to moYe-That the Bill be now read a 
second time. This is a Bill to enable the 
Metropolitan and Ipswich \Vater Supply and 
Sewerage Board to raise loans bv the· sale 
of debentures or the issuG of inscribed stock. 
There is really no need for mo to waste 
the time of the Council, and incur heavy 
expense in printing " Hansard " by making 
a very lengthy speech on the second reading 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

of the Bill, which is a simple measure and 
speaks for itself. I have already explained 
the urgency of the me~sure. which gives the 
:\Ietropolitan ·and Ipswich \Vater Supply and 
Sewerage Board the necessary power to 
borrow moneY from sources other than the 
Tn~sury. 'r"he Bill authorises the board 
to rais;o loans by the sale of debentures or 
the issue of inscribed stock, and permits the 
board to negotiate loans through a bank or 
other channels; but it is provided, as in the 
princinal Act, that the permission of the 
Gover;,or in Council has to be obtained before 
the board can raise a loan. The Bill pro­
vides for the issue of an Order in Council 
setting forth the amount authorised to be 
borrowed the works on which the money is 
to be spo~t, the rate of interest, the terms of 
the loan, and sinking fund conditions. The 
amount of the loans will be a first charge on 
the revenues of the board. Power is also 
given to the board, subject to the approval 
of the Governor in Council, to enter into an 
agreement with any ba~k. for the c.arryi_ng 
into effect of the pronnor.s of this Bill, 
:' lC'h for instance, as the in~cribing of stock, 
the icceping· of a stock rPgistf'r, and dealing 
with transfers of stoc:\:, etc. The board rn,LJ 
al~o make regulations for the conJuct of 
business connected with the issue and 
inscription of stock. The powers to be con­
ft>rred on the board by the Bill are 
considered desirable o" ing to the fact that 
the G-oYornmcnt cannot at present, f1nan{'e 
the full requirements ~f the board. Hon. 
f(cntlemen ·already know that. the amount of 
monev that the board has raised by way of 
loan 'from the Gov0rmncnt has been some­
thing in the vicini.t.r of £300.0.00 Jler an':'um, 
and the board estimatb that Its expenditure 
will be ,about £520,000 for the current year. 
The Treasurer cannot make provision for 
more than a c,,rtain sum, and it is de,irable 
to give the board power to raise money from 
eourccs other than the Government. The 
onlv nvo alternatin' apart from this Bill 
woi!ld be to carry on under present condi­
tions and ,thereby hamper the Government 
Yery scriouslv f-inancially or, '"hieh would 
be · ,a very ·bad thing, stop this work 
altogether. So far as sewerage work is con­
cerned. a great deal has already been don<;, 
hut nothing hac! been completed; and It IS 
highly desirable, in t~e interests . of the 
people of Queensland and also m the mtorests 
of the people of Brisbane. that the sewerage 
s,·dem ,'wuld be completed• as .goon <ts 
p'ossible, or some portion completed as soon 
u -~ pof'3iblo, fO that it ,,:ill becon1e revenue­
producing. That is patent to the average 
mind. I do not intend to speak any further 
on that particular point in moving the second 
reading, neither do I intend to make any 
reference to the operations of the board. 
As a matter of fact, I hope the discuss!on 
will not tend that way, because, expressmg 
an individual opinion, I consider that any 
reference to the conduct of the board or to 
the inquiry that has been held will be 
quite inolecant. The Bill is a Dill to give 
the Metropolitan and Ipswich \Vater Supply 
and Sewerage Board power to rai .c loans 
bv tho sale of debentures or the issue of 
i~scribed stock. and any discussion outside 
t bat, in my opinion, will be quite irrelevant .. 
I think I have given sufficient information to 
hon. members in regard to the provisions of 
the Bill, and also in respect of the urgency 
of the Bill. As a matter of fact, the 
Government were disappointed yesterday­
particularly the Premier-because the Bill 
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"as not passecl and I hope hon. gentle'l1en 
will assist me in having the Bill passed this 
evening so that v,,, can adjourn fairly early. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : I must say 
that I do not like the Bill ; but it seems to 
me that there is no alternative but to allow 
it to go through. (Hear, hear!) There is 
no doubt that the Water and Sewerage Board 
want the money. They will have to get the 
money somewhere, but I say most distinctl_y 
that the general feeling amongst the pubhc 
is that the board is not carrying out its 
duties in the most efficient waY. \Ve ha·d 
an inquiry recently into the operations of the 
board, and, to my mind, that inquiry did 
not get us very much further. There were 
very serious allegations made by Mr. Ross, 
one of the audit inspectors, as to the way 
in which the works were carried out, as to the 
in1mense losses, and as to the excessive 
amount of the cost as compared with the 
estimate. All these items were not satis­
factorily explained, and I consider they are 
all items whieh should be providc·d for b;: 
the Government before they allow the board 
in future to carry out anv Yery great 
expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Yhcn was that 
05tin1ate made? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'\: It was m ado 
in 1912. 

Hon. A. SKIRVIXG: You will have an 
opportunity to discm .• thflt when the onwnd­
inC( Bill is brought forward. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I prefer to 
discuss it now. and I think I am in order in 
<loing so. Vie ought to have a full and 
frank and free statement of the position of 
the board and what it is going to do bc!m·e 
w·" grant them any further extended powers. 
The Government, under this Bill, are allow­
ing the board to boreow £1,000,000. and \Ye 
should se0 before this monev is borrowed that 
thing_, are on a proper foOting. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR :'\liNES: This is not the 
time to criticise the board nor for us to 
enter on a defence of the board. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Why not? 
You are asking- the Council to allow the 
board to borrow £1,000,000. That money has 
i{Ot to be provided by the ratepayers of 
Brisbane, and it will look as if the rat<'­
payers of Brisbane will have a tremendous 
load to carry so far as the \Vater and 
Sewerage Board are concerned, because \Ve 

kno"~ they h:we had a big load during the 
last nve or s1x yeQXP.. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1INES: The original 
estimate of £1,840,000 was made in 1912. 
That was before the war. All the operations 
of the board were carried out during the 
war, and no person could possibly make an 
estimate of what it ".1s going to cost during 
the \Yar. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: There is 
no justification for the loss that "as sustained 
in the 0)1' rations of the board and for the 
work that ·c<·as abandoned costing £58,000. 
That money was absolutely thrown away. 

The SECRETARY FOR' MINES: \Vhere does it 
say that that work was abandoned? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: You will 
see it in Mr. Ross'c report, where it says-

" Therdore it v:oulcl appear the board 
decided to abandon the greater part of 
the work alrea-dy done in the deep-level 

oewer, '' hich in cost is about £58,000, 
including approximately 1,531 feet of 
concrete cylmders which had been con­
structed and sunk out of 2,294 feet.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR YliNES: You must a-dmit 
that the geological conditions are very bad. 

Hox. \. G. C. HAWTHORN: That was. 
o 11 pointed out bv Mr. Frew in 1914. Mr. 
Frew told them that the s~wer -hould be built 

·on the high-level' principle. Instead of that, 
they adopted a low-le_:cl sewer, an_d Mr. 
Frow left the board. He put up agam, but 
he was defeated. The board decided to go 
on with the ]m,·-level sewer. but eventually 
they went back to the high-leYCl system, as. 
fon.wrly recommended by :Mr. Frew. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Thousands of 
pounds were '' asted in th8 meantime. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA\VTHORN: I object 
most £trongly to the way ir: :which that 
inquirv was h<>ld. The Commb·lOner state& 
in his' report that he courted all sorts o_f 
evidence from people who could g1ve evi­
dence. but when th<l Taxpayers' Association, 
who i·epresent the people who have got to 
find the monev wished to be represented by 
counsel at thO:t' inquiry, Mr. Oliver declined 
to allow them to be represented. The result 
,,,.a" that the inqui1·y was carried out. ex 
r<trtc. EYidence. w!ls only ~iven on op.e s1de~ 
and the Commr''''loner d1d not gnre the 
p;emral pt1blic an opportu~ity of putting. the 
facts of the case before hm1. To my rmnd, 
that inquiry was absolutely melees. 

Hon. A. 8KIRVIXG: You \vill admit that 
that was not the fault of the board. \Ve 
\Yen:: anxious to have the fullest inquiry. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: You were not too 
anxious that the other si-de should be 
representee!. 

Hon. _.\. SKIRVIXG: Yes, \Ve 1vere. 

Uox. A. G. C. HA WTHOR?-i: I uo not 
1Jclic, c it. The proper 11 ay woulJ hrn. c be_en 
to al1o1Y rcmnscl to appear before that 111qnny 
and rt present eycry interest. 

Ho<!. A. SKIRVI>;G: The boar-d were qnit" 
\Yilling; for t.hat to be clone. As a mat~er of 
fun, a letter y.;.as \Yritt.en to the Prenner to 
that effect. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAVi."'J?HORN: :\Ir. Oli,ver 
says in his report that ne declmed to. alww 
co.imscl to be present, so that the c•vidcnce 
V\.'P.~· entirely ('X varte. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: That was not the foult 
cf the board. 

Hon. T. J. O'Sm:A: It was the fault cf 
the GoYcrnr"ent. 

Hox. A. G. C. EA WTHORN: Ylr. Oliv "' 
"\'\·ae. the 11o:ninee of the Government. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: And he was preparcci 
to do what he was told. 

Hon. A. SKIRVIKG: That is absoiutcly 
unfair to en honourable man. 

Ho~. A. G. C. IIA WTHORN: He did not 
gt!t an opportunity c-f having rom~sel prm:cnt. 
EYen rig'ht through the report as 1t stand·', "'& 

can see thtit the board "\Vere very much to 
bl .rr•·-· :\Tr. Oliver Teferred to it right 
throucrh bis renort.. He sa:; s. for instancE:, 
that cl1e cite of the outfall was fixed in 1913, 
four vec rs after the board was formed. All 
th~<t 'time had been wasted. He mention& 
that l\Ir. Fre\v rcsigm~d his seat ber.ause .he 
rrco1nmendcd a high-level sewer, and jt was. 
not adopted. :Nir. Ross points out in his 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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report that on tbe 31st Decen• bet·. 1920, the 
,;xpencliture amounte-d to £544,000 ovDr the 
estimate. On page 15 of the report Mr. 
Oliver points out that the Meeanclah deviation 
<Jn the 31st December, 1920, cost £80.008 over 
the estimate. He also points out thr.t. there 
·wero discrepancies in the leYel s, and no r heck 
was taken of the levels. That show·· that 
there vva':' a tre,nenclous an1ount of mis­
uwn< ~en1ent. and tho 1noney spent there vvas 
absolutely W<l'ted. I would like to quote 
pretty extensively from this report, but I 
-will not have tinw this evening. 

The SF.CRETARY FOil MINES: We will finish 
at 6 o'clock. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'\: I knovv the 
hon. gentleman would like to burko -discm­
.sion, but \YE: want to dis/:~uss th:;-> !llatt- r. \Ye 
arc a~si t,..,d in arrjYing at ;omcthin§; like thP 
true pc ition of affairs when we look at the 
pamplllct issuccl by ::Ylr. Chuter, of the Home 
'S1 c:rr't r:, 's Deparbnent. l\!Ir. Chutor srt-s 
out '~, vvhole thing at very great length, and 
he 't; tes th 1t all tlre'e r 3timatcs 8-i"e under­
p.o::tinHJt0d. l\Ir. Chuter giyes us a tren1endous 
iot 0! information, .,,, bich I think the public 
should ki'ow. 

lion. E. ''T· I-I. FOWLES : I-lis o.rgun1ents 
haY j not been anrs"\vcred yet. 

l-IoN. A. G. C. HA \VTI-IOR::\: ::'\o: ancl 
,) far as I crrn s0e they are not likL'J \' to be 

ar:sv~:crerl. F~rthc~· on ln his repC?rt thvc C~tn­
nu~·~Ioncr, altnourn he \'1:_-as prartic:..tllv \Yhlte­
·wnshing the board, or atten1pting to do ~o--

I-lon. A. SKIRVIXG: That is not fair. 

Hm;. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR:'\: The Corn-
11Ii;;siDnrr points out on page 16-

" The hoard allowed :'vir. Grnham tn 
proceed vvif.- the work against the adv-ice 
of the engineer.'' 

Then. on page 17, he say,.-
" Th- greater part of the work don-• 

was abandoned between 33A and the treat­
ment \rorl.::.:,, nt a cost of £58.000." 

Had the high-lc\'el se"·er bean adoptecl in the 
first r.Jace flis would haY\' been ayoided. 
Then, on page 18, he points out that th--ro 
was fri( :·inn bei\Ycen tho board ay_d the e:J.gi­
ne~r. Ft~rthcr on, on the f'an1e 11age, ~~Ir. 
Ohv0r pomtc· out that there >.hould l1c a com­
petent staff. Then, ou page 19. he pointe 
out tho.t there must he more co-operation if 
the hoard wished to achieve t.he object it 
hacl in v-iew. He <1lso stated that there was 
t0o no.uch o\·c·rlapping. The C.ommissior~cr 
also .1;ointcd out that men -were ~1u_t on t.o 
pr:-n-H'!O {'mployn1ent. and he sa;,·s Lwt this 
shocdd not have been clone if t]Jq -,_·ork is 
going- to he of a reniunerati,~c 1: "-ture. 

Tl-c SrCRETA=-.Y FOR MINES: Someone in the 
Acd,mbh the other nig.ht said thot there -,v-as 
t.oo n1ueh supervision. 

l-IoN. A. G. C. H '1. WTHOR::\: :\Ir. Oliver· 
al··o points ou+-} on page 20, th,_~t the y,·orkor.~ 
got three tim,- '3 the pr0-war \Yages. 1,;\·ith h···'3 
hours, and the output w~as on~-thil'.d 1t··,s. 
Then. on page 21, he says that. the contract 
sy•-tem is much chr~per than day labour. 

Hon. A. SKIRVIXG: The bofl.r·d did not find 
t.hat so. ·Contracts were abandoned vYhich 
ewt the boe.rd thousan-ds of pound>. 

Has. /L G. C. HA WTHORK: Tlw pre.,i­
dcnt, Mr. :\Ianchr•.tcr, stated that the prob-
aLlc of t~o schcn1e to be e~rried out 
'' nuld another £500.000. Later on. in the 
Gcn~eTnincnt organ. the " Daih~ Stand 1rd " 
<Jf the 21st July, Mr. Manchc,tcr et ales-that 

!Hon. A. G, C. Hwwthorn. 

~nother £400 000 was nccossan to enable the 
v;orks to be connectPd up. \Yh.at the total ccst 
will he nobodv knows. ~ow we are acke-d to 
go o!l the blin:d, and the Gm-ernrnent arc pre­
Jl"'-red to give the board this authority to 
borrow £1,000,000. It must be borrowed 
at a high r.1te of intereet, which will hav~ to 
be borne by the unfortuna to tvcpayr•rs 1i1 

Brisbane. \Ve know tbat tlw taxpayers h;n·c 
to hear a big enough burden already. In 
fact, \VC have to pay more for the Brisbane 
vv-.tter scheme than the taxpayers of :YJeL 
bourne and Sydney .have to pay for both 
water and se\vera ge {'Ombined. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: \Vhat is the cost 
of the Melbourne scheme? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \VTHOR::\l: Up to 1919-
20 the :'>-I~lbo·Jrne schcnw cost £6.850,000 for 
163 mjlc of 1nain sev;crB anr~ 24 n1ilrs of 
rlsin·~ rnains. In Brisbane th0 srhernc onl~, 
providns for 28 milee, including the main 
~c·\vPrs in reticulation. 

The SECRETARY FOR lVli~ES : The J.Iclhournc 
ocheme has cost £13.000.000 s,J far. 

Ho;.;. A. G. C. HA \YTI-IOR:'\: But tlwv 
han• got 730.000 people in ::'11cl1.1nrnc, while 
\F· propose- to benr fit on!~, 113.000 or prohb!v­
un to 130.000 in Driohgnp. The wol"l''' m 
}lrdbourue f'ost £14.0!0 ner mile, \vhilc tJw 
Brisbane s< hen~e so far hn~ {'03t £68,000 per 
ri1il(1 • 

'The SECHr.:TARY FO~ 1IISES: Are you oppo~ed 
to this Bill' 

Hox. A. G. C. IIA \VTIIOR~: The board 
~honld giY~~ u~ an outline of "What thc,v pro­
pose to do. 

lion. A. SKJRYIXG: You \Yill got an oppor­
tunih of cliscuesin!Y "1l th >t ,-hen the anwnrl­
ing Bill is introduecclo 

Hon. E. IY. H. FowLES: You want us to 
cd,~e you a blank cheque. 

Hos. A. G. C. IIA \YTHORX: Wo -do not 
know if we wiil over get that Bill, becau"' 
this GoYernment n1a v go out of office, and I 
vYant to hav·e a few" vv-ords to say <J.bout the 
prescr1t s;vsten1. 

Hon. R. Sc3IXER: You ,, ere a party to 
establishing th.e present Water Board. 

HoN. _\._ G. -0_ HA \YTHOR:'\: I know T 
\Yas, Lnt it is not 1\.hat \Ye thought it 11 ou.1d 
be. There ong-ht to be. a prope;· board con­
stitut0d. ron~~~tin~ of threr consultir~g cn;;i­
ncer.3-lnen who knoc\ v;hat they ore doin::.r. 
and ho·w to spend n1one:.-· Dn such ·work. -

Hon. A. SKmnxG: If the Hon. Mr. Ha\Y­
thorn had the archang-el G't.briel, and some­
one ebc to hPip him. thev· ould do no bett<'r 
than we arc dDing. · 

Hos. A. G. C. IL\ Y\-TEOR:'\: Penona!ly. 
I do not think t,hat the presc>Ot board is sn 
v-cn· much above reproach a<i that. \Y c will 
giYc thf-~ board credit for doing their be-L 
but \Ye have a right to kno\v ,,.h,ro the boarrl 
arr g-oin·~ before ,~-c gi,·e then1 po;\·cr to 
horrmv- this monev. Tbe Government shcnld 
ha,~c lJarticulars ~of every item before the 
n1on0:v is gr!fl,ntcd. 

I-Ion. _.A. SxrRYIXG: There is not one penny 
spent by the board .vvithout letting the 
Go\·C'rnn1rnt know \Yhat it is to he c;no:nt on 
and before approval is obtained from the 
GoYernment. 

Hol'. A. G. C. HA WTHOR:'\: I know the 
hon. gentlc1nan i.: in a difficult po ition. nnd 
he luis to justify himself. The expenditure 
is vary great cornpa red with other cities 



Met1 opolitan and Ipswich [19 AuausT.] Wcter S· pply, Etc., Rill. 167 

where they have •cwerago schemes in opera­
tion. \Ye ha.-e IiO information as to what 
is going to be done in the future. 

[7 p.m.] 
On page 12 of his report the Commissioner 

"On 8th December. 1913, l\Ir. Thom 
reported that the deep-sewer scheme 
c•mld be carried out for £155,975 as 
against £175.457 for a, hi~h-lcvcl scheme. 
About this time Mr. R. D. Frew, a 
member of thP board and a strong advo-
0~te of the high-level sewer, resigned 
Ins scat because the bldrd persisted on 
the ]oT-]cvel sewer. In the follO\Yino· 
February (1914) Mr. Frew again offered 
his services to the ratepayers and was 
dofeatoJ, and this was accepted as a 
vote of confidence in the board and its 
low-level sewer proposal. But :VIr. Frew 
was 1'Ight, as latrr PYents proved, and the 
board have since abandoned the low-level 
p~·oposal anc1 arc now constructing c>~ 
h!gh-lcYol se\Ycr as Mr. Frcw su:,mcsted 
OYer SC'Yen years ago." 

On page 18 of the report we find at the 
hottom-

' "There should be a competent staff 
noth for tkstg-ning and outdoor -york, 
awl. they should pull together: while the 
engmecr should have had full ·"hargc of 
all . operatwns once the policy was 
dee1dcd b:· the board. Unfortunatclv 
this has .not Lecn the case in the pPsut: 
The engmeer was made responsible for 
t~e con,trnctron of the sewers in an effi­
Cient. manner, and rig·htly so, but all 
effectJYe control was taken out of his 
hands when he had to send all recom­
mendations to the board for approya) or 
oth cr\vise.'' 

Hon. J. S. CoLLTXGS: We should not pass 
this Bill or take thi" money, then? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA W'l'HORN: Quoting 
further from the report-

" l\Ir. D. l\IcGrath also deserYes well 
of the board. for his past "ork on the 
A!bert and Aliee street sewer and in 
charge of the reticulation operations. He 
rnade. one ll_1i;'3tak_e ir- putting an air lock 
door lll po.'Ibon 111 the reverse 1vav. HA 
also g-a ,.r offence by putting m'en off 
work and 'ocas called on by the board to 
rcinsta te t hcn1.'' 

An IlONOl'RABLE ME'TBER: vVhat hfts this 
to do with the Bill ' 

HoN. A. G. C. HA IYTHOR'\: It shows 
that the board from time to time took the 
authonty awav from the proper officPrs and 
tncd to run the. sho;... On page 28 it gou 
Ul to hlk cd·-o t :\Ir. Thom, v;ho was the 
engineer, and it says-

" The het remains that l\Ir. Thom was 
harried and worried bv the board almost 
to breaking point." " 

Th·:se are two items which show that the 
board has certain!~: been interfering. I want 
to make ron1pansons as ~ho\vn bv I\1r 
Chutcr's book, \vhich shows the diffcr~nc~ 
between the ratn paid at Brisbane, Sydney, 
1\Ielbou;ne,. and Adelaide. On page 47 r,f 
hrs booK 1t sho'Ys that the Brisbane wrtter 
ra\e', rates and land. tax on a property 
':a,ued at £100 approXImately arc 10,\;d .. and 
i 20 total tax ls. 9. 7 /12{1.; end ·;t 'l'l cllingtDn, 
?\ G''- Zealand, a city about the same size they 
only run to 3~d. as against our ls. 9d: On 
a property valued at £500 in Brisbane, the 

water rates arc ls. 0 7 jlOd., and the tobl 
rate of ls. 0 9/lOd. as against \Ycllington's 
C~d. 

The SmRETARY FOR MINES : That is why 
we want to complete the work. 

Ho)[. A. G. C. HAvVTHOR~: In s,,dney 
on the same property valued at £500 the water 
rtnd sw.<er.age rate combined is only 2 3/lOd., 
and the total rates 31, lOci. At :\Ielbourne 
they arc 2 3/5d. ater and sewerage rate, 
and adding the land tax, 4!,d. At Adelaide 
2d. for water and sewerage and 5d. for all 
rates and land tax. At Brisbane, water 
alone, 5lj5d., total ls. 0 9/lOd., and ,,ith 
sewerage rates'. being· added, probably 
another 9d. 

Hon. K vV. H. FowLES; '\ineponce? 9s. ! 
HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: On pag<' 

62 of :\Ir. Chuler's report we find that as to 
·· a Jll'OIJCrty off Logan road, in R sirlo street. 
\\·.hich wac purchased for £320 in 1910"--

Thc PRESTDE:'\T: Order ! I have 
nJ:nn·cl the Hon. l\Ir. Ha.\\thorn consider· 
n hk latitude in qnoting from the report of 
;\Ir. Oliwr, and n lso the rr-:narks of Mr. 
Ho,'>. t1w audita·~. and no\v he is quoting 
at n·ry gre ,t length from a bock published 
hv Mr. C'hutc;r. II I allowed C"Yery bon. 
DlC1nber pre9ent t-o quote fl·orn auy per~on 
who ha had anything to say on the SB\\'er~ 
<J ;:re '' ~1rks there '' oulcl be no 011d to the 
&·bate. I ho]1<' he will not continue to 
qnntr· CD!liously front I\.Ir. Chutr>r or fron1 
any other report, but that he will ·den! with 
th' Dill. If ),o louks at the hee.dings he will 
flntl 1herP is ;n-:! analvsi:'l, and T 'Yould ask 
him to confin' hirmci'f to the Bill. and not 
to deal with the \\'Rter and SP ..-er age Board 
itc.clf. 

FoN. A. G. C. HAWTHOH:'\: I will get 
2\v.ty from 1\.Ir. Ch11ter, as he s0cms to irri­
b:te tho hon. g<'ntlcmen opposite. They 
e'idontly do "ot like facts. \Vc wili tnke 
th~ \Vater and Se•', crage Board's own report 
fl'r 1920-21, which has be<:n filed in thi.l 
Roue,,: and pr• •entcd to Parliament. I w.·nt 
to show where I th;nk the board have gone 
wwng in the :1dministration of their funds. 

The SEC'RTCT\HY rcn 1\'hi\ES: You a1·e not in 
cr·cie1· in disr~u.-;~jng the adrni·l~~tr:llinn o£ th? 
board. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: H·e is gi,·ing the 
r~'a~ons \vhy tltcy should net get aljY 1nore 
1noney. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAIVTHORN: I qm !nvmg 
th'' roacons .,.-h-, I think their qdmini tration 
~.ltonlcl be thon;nf~hly inquired into .. 'lnd \vhy 
they should do better tha.n l third< they are 
doing ut prc-Jent. 

TJw SECR~'rAHY FOR JliiiNES: [ cod end that 
thi ·: is not the time; thb.t ample opportunity 
'·'ill be ;,fford•od tc• criticisP the burtrd later. 

Hm:. A. G. C. HA WTHOR~: The general 
ta -:-.. payers has2 to pay the ilnlonnt to be 
lfc·rro\Yed fror.-1 the Comn1onwcalth Bank. 
You an· bringiH J in a Bill which will r~rac· 
l ically :nrthorisc the W n.ter and Sewerage 
Boar·d to non·nw unlimited r•1onev at 
unlimited rates of interest. all oi ~vhich 
hn YC to be paid by the taxp>Lyer, and I say 
I am entirely in order in saying that the 
lio biiity impos;?d upon him is o-oing to be 
f.1.r h.<1\7 icr than he should bC' asl~cd to ca.rrv. 
For irutance, 11t tJJe preso,nt tirno there ~is 
absolutely no ~cwcrage in vogue. 

Hon. J. S. f'oLLINGS : You want to hang· 
en to Henry Car~ and typhoid. 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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HoN. 
\'Vater 
schc:mo 
yet. 

A. G. C. HA W'THORN : I think the 
and ScvyE-~rage Board's sewerage 

will not eomo into operatio11 for years 

Hon. A. SKIRV!NG: It would not if vou 
had your wlil. -

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : Oh, yes; 
it ''Tould. The se\V~r.age Eche1no V/ould be 
carried out on a different style altogether 
if I had my w'Ly. W c have 'Jad experience 
of the board, th8 members of which, however 
well-intentioned th<'y may be, I think even 
the Hon. Mr. Skirving will admit, are not 
exports thems<"lv'" but arc guided largely by 
the advice of oth••r men, who, app!Lrently, 
are hn.ving :> dispute amongst themselves. 
Therefore, I thi'1k we ought to have a board 
cc~1nposed of thre) cornpetent engineers. 

Hon. R, J, CAREOLL: Was this board put 
in b'C this Govcrm•Jent? 

H;n. E. W. H. Ji'OWLES: This Government 
continues it. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The board 
was set up us FtE experiment. Everything 
was in the •'xperimental stage. You have 
Lad years of r;xperien_ce, and the time has 
con1o when, to rn-y mind, the constitution of 
the boar,d ought tc be altered. 

Hon. R. J. CATIROLL : You were satisfied 
,,,.hen your fri "n.ds lYe re on tho boa rcl. 

HoN. A. G. C HAWTHORN: The monev 
W<'S well spent then. The board should b'C 
prepared to take the opiniom of their 
experts. I na;·c qnoted to show that the 
board interfered with the exp€ c-ts, and that 
c::uned a very large increase ;n expenditure. 
Section 66 of the Water and Se1verage Act 
Sfl,ys-

" The board shall from time to time, 
after a se\\, r has been laid in any land 
or road or :rart of a road. cause a 
general notice to be given as ),ereinafter 
mentioned. that the boar-d has made 
provioion for nrrying off the ,,,wage of 
each premi~es 'iYhich, or any part of 
which, is comprised in or is adjacent 
to such land ur abuts on such road or 
part of a road. and is situated within 
three hundred feet of such f3elver. 

" After such time as shall be fixed by 
th_e, board. rach and cve~·y p_remises 
which, or any pa.rt of v hiCh, IS com­
prised in or is adjacent to such land or 
abut:; on such ron,d or part of a road, 
and is situ,ctcd 11·ithin three hundred feet 
of such S'-' .:et, shall be d' ·•mod to be 
sewercd prcr.:1i.~es within the meaning of 
this Act." 

rJ1 hen section 89 reads-
" Se-v;·er:lg-C ratco; rnay h0 rnadc and 

levied in rc·spect of all :ands. whether 
acutall;; occupied or not, which are 
sewerccl prPmi:es ·within the n1eaning of 
this Act, although the ldnds are not 
actually cone1ectecl with a se\ve-r.'" 

I contend that there is not a sing·le piece of 
£'1'\'Crf'rl lahd or sewer'- d pren1ises at t.ho 

present time within the \Yater BoaH1 area. 
But we find they got !as'" year some £200,000 
111 \Yat.er rat<:e, and, a.ccording to their report 
they applied eome of that money in thi~ 
way-

" The :;uu of £20,000 haJ been im·csted 
in Queensland Government 6 per cent. 
Treasury debentures '\Vhich n1ature on lQt 
July, 19-24. This is the first amount 
to be set aside to provide the very large 

[Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

amount required in 1924 for the payment 
of interest and re-demption on loans for 
sewerage "\.Yorks." 

They are taking from 11·ater rate•,, before any 
sewcrccl premises have be!?n declared, n1oncy 
to provide intere~t and rc·den1ption for se\\'Cl'­
ago ·works. rrhe report gees on to say-

" T,he profit and loss account shows 
a profit of £11,012 12s. lOd. on the year's 
transactions. £15,000 has been trans­
ferred to reEcrve for depre-cia+-lor, and 
£27.500 to a reserve for int(•rest and 
redemption on sev;erage 1oans." 

Further on, the report SU}G-

,, The interest and retlernption paid 
during 1920 on the amount accrued in 
1919' was £4,909 15s. 2-d." 

So that they have taken from the water rates 
£52,409 last year towards sewerag-e that has 
not been declared. This year there will b" 
another £7,000 or £8,000. 'and the next year 
another £10,000, so that by 1923 there will be 
£80,000 taken probably from water rates 
to,,·ards sewerage lean reduction before one 
bit of sewerage'·has been completed. 

Hon. A. SKIR\'ING: How >Yould vou do it 
oth c nvise ? ~ 

Ho:;-. ~"-· G. C. IIA WTHORX: Are they 
doing it legally' The Act sn:rs certain pro­
cesses have to be gone throuJh~thoy must 
declar-e sew,_lrcd premi·"'-"'-: befo1 ". . .: they can 
call for rates in connection with sewerage. 

Hon. A. SKIR\'IKG: \Yhat does the Auditor­
General say in regard to it? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::\: I have not 
seen his report. Another matter that might 
be commente-d on i, the length of the loan 
that is g0ing to be obtaine,d. 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\liNES: You have not 
said yet whether you are opposed to the Bill. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR?-J: I am not 
opposed to the Bill. \Vhat I am emphasising 
is this--that it is the duty of t.hc Govern­
ment to see that the moncv is properly allo­
cated. They should know 'exactly what it is 
going to be opent on, aFd there cho_uld be an 
C"-tim.ate n1a de by a co1nr·Ptent engineer .. I_n 
the past that has not be.'1l done, and rt IS 
quite time for the Gm·ernmeHt to see that 
it is done in the future ]c.,fore they get any 
n1onev. I notice there has been a good deal 
of di"ffcrentiation in the wa,· in which t.he 
Commonwealth Bank have I8nt n1oney. For 
instance, to the town of Hamilton, for elec­
tric light, they loaned £10.000 at 5~ per cent. 
for ten yearS; StephcnB. for electric Jjght, 
£10 000 for ten vears: but to a Xew South 
\Yalrs countv council thev loaned £100,000 
at 5~ per cent. for thirty }·cars. To the city 
of South BrisLane, for concrete roads, the:' 
loam•d £190.000 at 5~ per cent. for fifteen 
vears. The Iong~r the tcnn ·we can get t.he 
;nonev for the better. and I think ·ye should 
be p;,t on a similar footing to that New 
South \Vales citv that gc~ their loan for 
thirty years. I hope the C,o.-ernmcnt will see 
that is carriC'd out, so tl. It the cost of the 
loan will be spread over as lone; a number of 
,-ears as possible, and th~r-"lw make the 
bnrclen as lig,ht as possible for the taxpayers 
of Brisbane. There ia not the slig-htc··t -doubt 
that if we go on as '"e haye bren ·doins:.-? the 
co'jt. of se'\YC:'<lf''C ronstructjon is gojnb t.o be 
enonnous. 

The SECRETATIY F07> MEhi: You arc t<tking 
advantage of this Bill to make an 11ttack on 
the board. 
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HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : I am ehow­
inr; what apparently the Government have 
not realiE:ed. They }:lad u CornmiE<~ion, and 
that Commission really hac not got us much 
further except to show where there have 
bce>n faults, and I hope the Government will 
tak2 advantage of their report and in future 
sre that n1aUers are put. on a proper footing. 
The taxpayers of Brisbane are entitled to 
know exactly what the •cheme is going to 
cost them. The money has been largely 
squandered in the past. and I am hoping 
that in the future the Government will see 
that any millions they do get-it will take 
millions to complete that scheme-will be 
SlJCnt properly. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: To quote an 
estimate made in 1912 is hardly a fair thing. 
\Ye did not know there would be a war in 
1912. 

HoN ... \. G. C. HAWTHORN: There is no 
estimate. Mr. :'Ylanchester, first of all, said 
that the scheme, to complete, would cost 
about £500,000, and the work couJ,d be done 
in eighteen n1onths. Then. later on, as I 
rcead in the Gm·ernment organ of 21st July, 
he said that Pobody knows what it is going 
to cost. T.hc Government should h"> and bind 
the board down as near as can be ·done under 
present circumstances to what thev consider 
it will cost. · 

Hon. R. SnrNER: vV e are doing that. 

I-IoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Then how 
much is it going to cost? I have asked the 
Minister for that information and he cannot 
tell me. 

Hon .. T. S. COLLINGS: You cannot make up 
that estimate like you can a bill of costs. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHOR)(: \Ve have to 
pc,ss the Bill because the money is wanted, 
lmt I wish to emphasise on the Government 
the. nec?ssity ~f seeing that proper euper­
Ylsion 1s earned out in regard to this 
scheme. 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: If this Bill 
were put before the people of Brisbane on 
a referendum, it \YOuld easilv be defeated 
for very many reasons, and I ·would suggest 
to the Govemment that they take a poll of 
the ratepayers in the -vrater area to see 
whether the Bill will be agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It would be a 
gcod thing to abolish this Council, but the 
electors turned it down. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOV\TLES: The people who 
pay water rates in Brisbane at the present 
time ought to be the people to de,,ide on 
th1s Bill, and not Parliament. The sections 
in the Metropolitan <and Ipswich Water 
Supply and Sewerage Act dealing with loans 
are 81, 82, 83, 84, and 85, and this Bill pur­
ports to add a very long subclause to section 
85. In fact, the whole Bill, except for the 
:f-lrst clause, consists of one section onlv. 
lJnder the original Act the Treasurer ma~ 
fronT time to time, advance monev to tb~ 
board. Now. what is this Bill? If \ve come 
to look into it, it means that the Treasurer 
has no more money to advance to the board; 
that he cannot take advantage of section 82, 
and that the board themselves have come 
to the end of their tether finan•ially and 
there is nothing but a crisis in front ~f the 
:\Ietropolitan \Vater and Sewerage Board 
unlns they get money from somewhere. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: That is absolutely 
wrong. 

Box. E. W. H. FOWLES: Where is it 
wrong? Y\T e find in the third clause of this 
Bill that the Treasurer cannot advance any 
more sums to the board owing to the lack 
of funds. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIN.GS: Money will be avail­
e,ble if you pass this Bill. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The Treasurer 
at the present time has no money to loan 
to the Water and Sewerage Board. That is 
why this Bill is brought in. They have to 
fall back on the taxpayers in tlie water area 
round Brisbane, and if the truth were known 
to the taxpa:, ers-and it is gradually filtering 
through to them-they would refuse the 
V.T ater Board any further money to squander 
in the way in which the £3,250,000 has been 
squandered in the city of BrisbanP. Look 
at Tarragindi, £35,000 odd lying there. 
\Vould the vVater Board have done that if 
it was their own money? 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: You know when that 
was startr,d the Government 'xpected to get 
mone:- from England, and, owing to your 
people sending men home, thev were unable 
to get it. 

Box. E. W. H. FOWLES: :\fo one wishes 
to criticise, personally, any member of the 
board, but everybody here knows that they 
\Yore ne\Y men to it; that they did not 
pretend to IJe export,,; that they were up 
llf> inst the war anfl could not gcf material; 
tlu:·r- were trikcs and av\-ards against them 
springing up on every possible opportunity; 
and that tlwrc was divided control-in fact, 
that thev had hosts of difficulties to sur­
mount. \V c admit all that. 

Hon. R. J. CARROLL: We do not admit 
that there are not experts on the board. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I suppose there 
is not a water and sewerage expert in Queens­
land. This is a new job to Queensland. 

Hon. A. SrnRVING: Both the president and 
engineer arc experts. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Did you take 
the engineer's advice? Did you take Mr. 
Frow's advice? 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: He was "' member of 
the board and only expressed his opinion. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Which was 
promptly turned down by the board, and 
years afterwards, when they had spent 
millions, they adopted his views. However, 
we are not attacking personally the members 
of the board. All Brisbane knows it has 
been a failure; that the estimates have been 
widely out ; that the city of Brisbane has 
been almost \"Tee ked; and vet in Melbourne. 
which is simply a flat swamp with about the 
worst grade in the world on account of there 
being no fall there at all, their scheme has 
been a success. 

Hon. R. J. CARROLL: There is nothing new 
in e,timates being out. You have only to 
consider big works like the Panama Canal. 

Ho'i. E. W. H. FOWLES: When a man 
is out 20 per cent. or 30 per· cent. in his 
c'timate 3·ou say probably the man made a 
mistake, but when he gets out 100 per cent. 
in his estimates, you think th · mistake is 
with the man and not with the estimate. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
()!} seYeral HONOURABLE -:\,1Eo1D:CRS inter­

jecting, 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I hope hon. 

members will allow the Hon. Mr. Fowles 
to continue his speech without interruption. 

Hon. A. G. G. Hawthorn.] 
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Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The first esti­
mat" of the (ost of completing the sewerage 
~heme for Bri1bane was about £1,800,000. 
·.1 lw whole scheme was supposed to cost 
about £2,000,000 altogether, but rww the 
board has spent £3,250,000, and th;cy do not 
know whether Lhey are half-way homo yet. 

Hon. E. J. HAX"ON: What nbout the con­
t:..·nC'tors' estimate~? 

Hox. E. iV. H. FOWLES: This sewerage 
br·,ir.ess is evidently a life job, and nobody 
knows what it will cost and when it will be 
finished. 

Hon. A. SKIRVDrG: What >tbout the con­
hadors' estimates? They took on the 
CC)l,tracts on the estimates which were sub­
n.itted. but ;hey throw up their contracts 
a:1d left them to th0 board to complete. The 
~oard ha·d to pay the expenses of lawyers 
lrke yourself. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES : I understand 
that £8,000 was spent in h<~ rosts. Any.how, 
everybody knows that the scheme has cost 
400 per cent. liJOre than it ""'S ori~inallv 
estimated to nst, a.nd we do not know~where 
th,, end of it will be. No one knows when 
the scheme will bo carried out, unless we 
haY(~ expert 6upervls:ion Dver thr \York. If 
I v.anted my leg P:J.wn off, I would go to an 
export to do rt, and it is the same with 
eYerything else. You ought to l!et experts 
to look after all these things. · 

Hon. R. J. CARI!OLL: It was vour party 
that, set the l1oard up in the fiest ·place. 

Ho:;;. E. W. H. FOWLES: Yes, and it 
·wh .. '3 Rl1ppo.-:cd to Le successful. 

Ffon. R. .J. C' \FROLL: It was all rig·ht 
unbl a Labour Government came in and 
no\v it is no good. ' 

Ho:;;. E. W. H. FOWLES : The: board has 
been carried on for six Years under a Laboue 
Government. There ar:e 11 000 water rate­
payers in Brisbane, and I' will show you 
row the rates have increased in the last 
""·en yeat,. ln 1[:14. an ordinarv subueban 
home paid £4 18:. 4d. in water rates, and 
m 1921 that same home paid iust 1s. ~hart 
of £12. And what have they "got for it in 
re-turn? 

Hon. A. Srcmn:;;G: A good :. •rvic·•. 
Hon. J. S. C'OLLlNGS: w··o have got water 

'· o cfln drink at last. 

Hox. E. IV. H. FOWLES: The watoe 
nnc"' have gone up 113 per cent. 

Hon. A. SrcmvrNG: The clHnsing rate of 
Bnebane has also gone up over 100 per cont. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The cleansing 
rate has only gone up about £1 2s., and the 
crd1n2ry suburban resident \vill not mind 
that, but it is a different thing when he has 
to pay £12 for v. ater rates. It makes a man 
L•cl that it is time he took to something else 
t!utn \Vater. I believe the board a.re in 
l· ague with the publicans in this businbs, 

Hon. R. J. C.IRROLL: A man must be a 
c pitalist if he has to pay £12 water rates 
un his home. 

Box. E. W. H. FOWLES: No. It 1s an 
o dinary suburban home. 

Hon. J. S. CoLLINGS : I do not pay one· 
third that amo,mt. 

Hox. E. IV. H. FO\YLF.S: In some casos 
th•J water rates are more than the council 
1 tes. The bo~rd are certainly giving a little 
l;. tter quahty water. We are certainly 
e-cttmg filtered water. In my place it is 

fHnn. F. W. H. Fou·!es. 

just as bad as ev•'r. but in other places J 
know it is good. ~'it any rate, in many placi's 
rcund Brisbane they get the same amount of 
\Vater for the increased rate::i, and they want 
to kno\v what they are getting for their 
moPey. The objection.J to this Dill arc on 
the face of it. First of all, it is a blank 
chc1ue. We do not kno" how much is goin.g 
to be raised ·,mr:Jer thi~ Bill. Pa:-liament lS 

uot going to lend itself to governn1ent by 
Ex\?cutive n1inute. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES : It must l:;o 
bcot'J'OWed. 

HoN. K W. H. FO\YLES: How much is 
t1) be raised? 

Tho SECRET.\RY FOR j\[rNES: They have to 
gc' the authority of the Governor in Council. 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES : I know the 
Gvvernment J1ave no n1oney, and they pro­
pose to go to tho Commo'nwr a.lth Bank to 
get the mane.·. 

The Se:cRETARY 1: OR 1\IrxEs : The Bill only 
seeks to give pmvo!' to the board to borrow. 
It must he gi,·cn with the approval of the 
Cc-vcrnor in Council. 

Hox .. E. W. H. FOVi'LES : ThPy can get 
that on the hack or an envelope. 

Hon. A. SKIRVJNG: Don't you recognise 
that if the board had the money they would 
hav<· had this job completed? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOvYLES: Xo. They will 
never have the job con1plt>ted. This ~~~ycerag-Q 
schc-n1e i'" like T·.~nny:con's hrook, it will 
go on for ov0r. Th" next objection to this 
Bill i·, there ore no terms and conditiow 
'Yhatever. 

The SECRETARY FOR }lrxES: You must 
erlmit that you arc vvrong when you state 
the an1ount r2qnirccl should be ~et out 1n 
th·' Bill. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: There should 
be some limit in thP Bill. Undf'r the Act 
the loans a re for fOrt-;· vears. 'I' hat is pro­
vided for in oPe~ ion s2. ' Under this Bill we 
JWCIJJOSC to giYe 11nlia1ited power for further 
1 oiTowing. X either ParliQn1ent nor the 
cou!ltry js to kr::o~,; anything about the tcrm.s 
on which the monC"' is to bP obtained. ThJS 
J -: not parlian1cnta r~y rule. It is f;,)yernment 
h, Order in Cumcil. probably by threo 
( ~~,-J i~1ct .0Iini tun; l.i18oting a.fter lunch, pick­
ing their teeth, and i~:-::uing an Ortlcr in 
Ct'm.cil. 

Hon. T . . T. O'SnFA: It might be a "flying 
rr,inute." Th''Y might not nwet at all. 

EoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It might be 
!•· :<,od by one or two l\1inistrrs while the 

arc jaunting· in ]~uropc. It is only 
to the wate~· rate payers in Rri ·banc to 

know at what rate they aro ,oing to borrow 
the rnoney. ·rhe ratepa.ycrs want to knovv 
vv-hat rate they have to pay. If we pass the 
Bill, the ratepayers •sill never know any­
t::ing about 'vhat H1-) nroncy is going to cost. 

Hon. R. J. C'\P.ROLL: It will be the current 
l'U t') of interrst. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOVi'LES: The mterest 
\·ill be fixrd 1.~ ltr:n th2 loan is obtu.ined. 
Another objection to the Bill is that the 
men• c can be bortowcd b-· the board G;,lon­
·sibly for a. cor< 1in purpo,e: but ,;ctualh· ,,,ed 
to pay the capitalised inter'st \vhi('h ~s owin{.; 
to the Government at the present ilme. It 
is a double-barrelled "Ilill. 

The SECRL'NHY FCR "'IrNEB : Is ihe,·e any 
limit in the principal Act? 
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HoN. E. \Y. H FOWLES: No. The 
Treasurer rnay advance mone\' from tirne to 
time. The o;1ly limit is vvhcther the Trea­
surer has ;iOt tL~ money to advan~e. 
Ar.cther objection t) the Bill is tint it does 
no! ;;ay w.here the money is coming from. 
Why not tell the t·atepaycrs that it is to 
·come from the Commonv. ealth Bank? 

'l'he SECRET.\RY FOR ~.TIXES : Is not the Com­
monwealth Bcmk a good lending- euthorit:·' 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Yos, so long 
as they have got th(c money. I klpe you 
will be able to get it for 5~ per co11t., but 
at all events. yo,I will probablv get it for 
51 per cont. It is only fair to the taxpc:;c·rs 
of Brisbane that they should know what 
ihcy have to pay r.nd the length o[ the loan, 
W',y not tell the ratepayer3 i.hat it ,,·ill 
cr ·c another 1£4,000,000 to .complete the 
se'' c·rage scheme in Brisbane. If you tell the 
IH·ople of Brisbane that, they will say. 
' H ight. 1!11 vvith the shutters." 

Hon. R. J. CARROLL: You want to hand 
it over to pri ,-.rtc enterprise? 

Hox. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: The Govern­
L:cnt had to ha;1d the "Dou~la.s ::~\.'Iav. Jon" 
'f\ er to privatt• cntcrprjsc. 

The l'RESIDD::'\iT: I must ask hon. gentle­
nl0ll to refra1n fron1 the-(~ continual 
il1t(·rjertion3. I also appeal tu the Hon. 
f-..Ir. Fowles !o disregard intcrjccti'lns. He 

-1 :rc,ys very v:ell thr:t interjection~ are at all 
timce disorderly. and it i;; ccpwlly disorderly 
to take notice of interjections. I beseech 
n.''mbcrs on both side: ta restrain them­
·clve3; and to rdlo\V ns to get on with busi· 
ne·'•. The Hon. :'\ir. Fo,,les ha.s been 
ottempting to speak for half fd1 hour. and 
'hon. gentlemen should allow him to (:lntinue 
without interruption. 

Hm:. E. W. H. FOWLES: I would like, 
Lf:'forc I sit down, to draw atten1-icn verv 
briefly to jur;t thl'ee or fcur itenrs in th8 
r··port of the board with rcfcrcnct' to this 

hm of bonowing·. It is just as well to 
t thP people of Bri~bane kno\\ that the 

ro:::t of co:L~truc~ion-thev don't know \Yhere 
t•o go for this informat{on, except they g·et 
it frcm the public Press-up till the 3ht 
TJ, :ember, 1920, of tho seweraf;e 'Ch"ll1C, 
mi,;inall•· cstinoated to cc.st £1.500,000, v;as 
,_-f:3.6jl,jl_ .Another fact which ".ls mcn­
t~onf'd rursorjly bY ::Vlr. Hawthorn is th.;_t 
the \)\ .. ater anJ' Se-\verag·e Board alreadv are 
1P,7 ying a rate upon \Vater con urno;s tn 
J_; (y for SC'\YCrage before the se\vcrage ],..: 
put in. 

An Hoxot::R.\BLE ~~IE1IBER: Good hmincss. 

Hm:. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: I do not ra1i 
rhrrt business. At least, it is bnsinoss of a 
kind. I harclh call it honest. If the hon. 
g.:•ntler:n ·~ n had~ to pay for a horse \Yhich he 
v;ns going to bu:-;.- next year . .or the ~Ytar 
after, or. :he year after that a~ tin. \Youkl 
h; be willin;:-; to do that. I "Oukl like> to 
draw t~e attention of tbe board it•olf +0 

the statf'nl -nts on pag0s 4 and 5 of their 
r0port, (lnd a-.k them ho\Y n1an.. pal·ts of 
'ihc:- '" ater and se\Yerage sche1nc and the 
rPt1culation schen1e ha""~ ... C bc-'?'!1 arrested and 
still o. re arrested for lack nf funds. .-1 if 
tht~v could, at their nPxt mGetin<T, prcS···nt a 
statement of ti1e ag·gregatc. of mr re:v which 
i.5 r ·J 1 \T lying absolutoly dcnd, rct-trning not 
-a penny. 

Hon. A. SRIRYING: If you pass t-his, it wiil 
bocome alive. 

HoN. E. ·W, H. FOWLES: I would ask 
them to make out thrrt statement, and think 
it would assist thcnL There 111ust be sorne 
bu.:;;incss 1nen an1ongst then1. Page 12 of 
the report indicates that the present coct 
of administration and office cxpc:nses-,th:tt 
is whet this money, if they get it, will bo 
spent on largely-went up by 11 per cent. 
in 1918. 

Hon. J. S. COLLINGS: Isn't that an all­
Pound experience. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: ;\;"o, The 
previous year it was a matter of only 3 per 
cent. 

Hon. A. SKIRYIKG: ::'-Jo; for war-es. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: No: ov-erhead 
cxpcn.·;es. In 1919 it goes up another 5 ver 
cent, and in 192J another 16~ per cent. on 
top of that, Here are the percentage 
increa:-:cs iu v, orking expenses. ThPSf' are 
a great i1L!ictn1ent against the businC':"l'\ 
0apacitv of that board. And yet the public 
of Brisb.mc am asked to subscrib0 m -re 
monccy to be spent in this way! That is 
the reaeon why, if the public w·cre asked t.J 
vote " Yes " or " J\J o," thev would toss this 
Bill out through the backdoor. 

Hon. R. J. CARROLL: Do you suggest that 
private E' 11terprises expcnse.s have not been 
increasing? 

Hox. E. W. IL FOWLES: In a number 
cf ea cs they have h _en decreasing. ...-\_s a 
uutt!:L'r of fact, I atn onl.v peaking of 
adrninistra tion expenses; that is all tbis 
sectiou deals with. "Including repairs and 
renewals, 1917, increased cost ovm the Dr0-
v-ious y0u ···os 14 per -aL:i in l918 
there w .... s another 10 per cent. 

Hou. A. S"ZIRYIXG: That was for materia'. 

Hox. K \V. II. FOWLES: ~o; it w:cs 
only working expC'llS<''· In 1919 it had gono 
up 3Q per Cent. rrhis is a do~Uffi.Cnt wl:ICh 
has to bo la id on the table of the llou'f' in 
February or Aug-ust of c~ch vear or lYe 

would never s-ee it. and the 3e facts ha v·e to 
be entered up. In 1919 the perco;;1 cgc cost 
of working expensl:s shot up to 13~ per cent. ; 
in 1920, 18 per cent. .and nro.rly 19 per 
cent.: and heaven knows how the prE-9ent 
voar will end. I mn told that certain 
Conncrtions and diseonnections of pipes co~t 
nearly £3 and tbat an offer was given b~ a 
ftrm in this city to do it for £2 10s. 

Hon. .1e\. SKIRVI~G : To 1vhom \:vas it 
n1ade? 

HoN. E. W. f-L FOWLES: I am told tl tt 
even then there -,, ould be a profrt of a little 
o1·cr £1 on the .. {"2 1C>. Yet it cost the 
bend jnst on £2 10s. to do the \York that 
,J, mld be done for £1 10s. 

Hon. A. SKTRVIKG: \Yill you pasd th1;) 
in 'or~11ation oYer? 

HON. E. W. H. FO\\~LEb: You ,_.,ill 
JEobabl: .. get a quote for it. The o .. for v-. as 
n1ade to b:ro mcmhC'rs Df the h1ard, and 
was promptly turw-·d Jo-..vn. They Paid, " \V e 
1vill do it at a certain figure," but lt was 
turned down sir_,lply becau,:;:e it contr.'tet. 
One other piece of interegiing· infornuttic :1 

here is~and this is the cru'' of the whol2 
rnatter-the pcrcentu.ge of the r~d11~ini,,tration 
and office expenses in pr.1portion to r~=lt0s i' 
13 per cent. I understand thnt about 10 per 
eent. Dr 12 per cent. i:s the usual thing for 
water boftrds: and thi ... is a point that invites 
c~jtici3n1, thnt interest on Go...-,~rnment loans 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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and other charges for interest annually is 
32 per cent. of the rates. That means that 
of evNy 1s. a man pays in rates, 4d. goes 
in interest. Let the people of Brisbane get 
that knowledge into their head,, and I 
think the board will have to take a trip 
round the -yorJd. It would be interesting 
to know •; hat they pay for l'ene\\ als. There 
is practically 6cl. out of every 1s_ going 
in office E'Xpcn:::c:-: and intcrr<;;t, and not a 
penn:.-,vorth towards the paying off the 
original ea pi tal. \Yhen they pay for water 
ratee. 6s. Scl. out <Jf every £1 will be 
absorbed by interc·st. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is <Jne 
reason why you shoul·cl support the Bill. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: So as to 
increase' the interest? 

The SrcRET_\IlY FOR }liNES: Ko: so that it 
would hccon1e rcvenuc~11roducing. 

Ho.:-i. E. W. H. FO\YLES: vYill the hon. 
gcntkn1an tell lb \Yhen, in his estimation, 
the \Vat 0 r and Sewerage Board will reach 
the point of being revenue-producing? How­
e-rcr, the point I 111cntion is one which vvi11 
n1ake the ''Tatcr c-ons1uncrs he~itato befor(! 
they say "Yes'' to this Bill. If they knew 
that 32 per cent. of their water rateS ,_-cnt 
in the payment of inter"t, they would say, 
"Xo. \Ye v, on't allo-,,~· it. \\_,.o don't believe 
]n p.1ying interest 1.virhout getting sonH~thi:ng 
for iL" These are the facts disclosed bv 
the b<Jard's report which has hcon laid npo;1 
the table of the House_ :\fo doubt there is a 
big·, gro,ving fC'eling· of indlq-ation in the 
Cit:-· of Brisbane ag·ainst the exorbitant, rote; 
charged, v;·ithout giving anything in return 
for it, and worse than that-, there is .t 

feeling right throughout Brisbane that they 
don)t kno\v ''vhen the sewerage schemP 
is going to be finished. If there wns some­
thing defmite, and t1l•' Loarcl could say it 
"·ould cost £3,000.000 rnore and would take 
four years more, well, I suppose the rate­
payci~s \Yould f:dy, "All rig-ht, v:-o an: in the 
•oup, let u~ go through to the other side. If 
ir cost's £3,000,000 more, or cnn £4.000,000. 
we will go on and take it in gcod heart.'' 
But we do not know v. hethH it will be 
£30.00J,OCO 111-ore Ol' whethPr it will take 
fourte0n years. We don't know if it will 
be complete,d even in fifty vc.n·,, but if m. 
no doubt the board will 'go. on for another 
fifty years. If it were only as a protht 
against the misspending of n1ore n1oncy b:;­
the board. I should feel inclined to vote 
against the Bill. 

Ho'i'. A. SKIRVI~G: I do not intend 
dealing with th0 criticisms of the Hon. l\1r_ 
Hawthorn' or the Hon. Mr. Fowles. becau,c, 
iu n1y opinion: there is another Bi.ll which 
will come before this House whe-'e the whoie 
cf the criticism from either this or t)w 
ether side will be ,-;clcomed and replied t0. 
All I wish to do to-night in connection 
with this matter is to refer to one subject 
n1entioned by both thc~e hon. gentlemen \Yho 
have spoken in con no.-:; ion with the char gin~{ 
of money or putting a sinkin~ fn:nd in con­
nection \'tit~ the \Vater and S. w·erage 
Board. 

Hen_ E. \V. !I. FoWLES: That 1s <Jnly a 
drop in the bucl-::.:et. 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: As far brrck a' 
21st December, 1910, the board made appli­
cati<Jn to the then Government to capitalise 
!h·; interest on loans until the sewerago 
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would be revenue-producing. Surely both 
the Hon. :Ylr. Hawthmn a:.C: the Ilo_,_ 
Mr. Fowles know that the,·e must be some 
way of paying the money, and the only 
possible way at the pre:•ent time open to 
the Loard is by having a sinking- fund. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: Tl,ev have· 
£2. ,COO with ,yhich to repay .£3.0Gt1,600. 

HoN. A. SKIRYI~G: Th _t ;, o. In 
Deccn1ber, 1910, J\Ir. John~ton .. the sec:rPtary 
of the board, wrote to the Secretary for 
Public Works in this strain-

" Sir,-As the board is of opinion that 
the interest ·,' hich is [lctya ble during tho 
construction of any \vork for which a loan 
nu. v be granted ·bv the Government to 
the' board is not a' charge "-hich should 
be met by revenue derivable frurri other 
works previously constrnrtcd, I have the 
honour. bv direction of the board, to 
request thB.t you will be good enough to 
authoriee it to charge to the capita] cost 
of the work all interest which may be 
pavable during the construction of any 
"Y',·Ork for \Yhic.h a loan has been or ITifl.) 

be granted to the boord, and that such 
interest Le not pavablc fron1 reYel~ue 
until the work for \, !1ich the lo~n may 
have been granted is rc,~11pletcd_" 

That is a letter to the Go,-crnment that 
brought them into being·. You would 
naturally think, s-eeing that 7he C>JYernment 
thev were writing to •:·ere t.he Gavcr~ment 

~ that brourrht then1 }~--;~ being-, 
[8 p.m-J thev woulcf ha\ e ch0erfuJlv said 

" Yes." The Gove:'nn1ent b~ought 
this hoard into existence ~o do work that 
should have been done by municipal council, 
twcutv or thirtv .-ears ago. •,,·hen they could 
hm-e 'had t.he • "-ork completed at a much 
che<tpcr rate than at the present time. 
::\~aterial and everything '"as cheaper •,vhen 
the l\idbournc se,_,-er "-as. constructed. 
Yiaterial and ever3-thing else was well uncle,· 
100 per cent. le·,, then than it is no'':· In 
reply t0 that letter the Go,·ernmcnt said-

" Sir,-\Vith reference to :--our letter of 
tbe 21st instant to the Honourable the 
Secretary for Public ·works, asking t.hat 
vonr board !nav be authorised to charge 
io the capital c(,,,t of any work for which 
a loan has been, or may be, granted to 
the board all interest which may be 
pavabk on advances n1a.dc on account of 
snch loan during the period of the con­
struction of the work, I have the honour, 
b'-- dirEction, to inform y<Ju that the Trea­
s{,rer is unable to comply wit,h your 
board's request." 

I£ the Government had continued in the.t way 
instead of doing what the Hon_ Mr. Fowl"s 
said to-night, these friendc. <Jf hie in an ordl­
nar\~ cottage v.rho were pa~~ing £11 ·would 
hwe been paying double £11. The board 
repeated the request in ~0\·ember, 1911, and 
received .. similar reply_ Then in May, 1916, 
shortlv after the present Government came 
into joower. the board sent another letter to 
the Government, and this is the reph: fr<Jm 
the Treasurer-

" Sir.-\Yith reference to my letter of 
the 14th March, relative to the applica­
tion bY the Metropolitan \:Vater ~upply 
and Sewerage Boa-rd for the capitalisa­
tion of interest accruing during the con­
strnction of works on loans granted for 
the board's sewerage scheme, I have the 
honour, by direction, to inform you that 
the Treasurer has approved of interest. 
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for <t term of t.hree (3) years on such loans 
being capitali5ed, as follows:-

1. In regard to loans on which no 
advance<> have yet been made, the term 
to commence from the date of the first 
advance ; and 

2. In regard to loans on which 
advances have already been made, the 
term to commence from the 1st January 
last." 

If the Government of the day had not 
decided to do that, the board would have had 
to meet interest on t.hese loans some three or 
four years ago, although the only revenue 
they receive is fron1 -water supply. l-Ion. 
gentlunc•1 all recognise that you cannot get 
r<J.tes until you give fiervice. The Government 
made certain provisions in the Act. and we 
have to abide bv the Act. All I wic·h to do 
is to show the ~c a son for the actions of the 
board in this connection, and when the 
promised amending Bill comes forward we 
will be able to reply to all the criticism .hon. 
gentlemen like to bring forward. 

Hon. E. \Y. II. FowLES: The p<:op!e of 
Brisbane are criticisin~ it. 

HoN. A. SKIRVI:\"G: Municipal rates and 
other rate have gone up more than the 
\Vater and SewPrago Board rates, although 
they give a less return to the comumer. ·we 
havo the be· t '" ater supply in Australia. The 
conference of me·dical men who were here 
last year stated that while other people had 
been playing with pure water the Brisbar>e 
\Yater Board had gone right in and done the 
job. 

Hm;. T. J. O'SHEA: There seems to be 
an impree~ion on the part of the J'.iinister in 
charge of this Bill that the Bill should have 
g-me throug.h without comment. There is a 
desire for unsceming haste, and the hon. 
gentleman, who is such an incurable optimist, 
came out 'vith a wail that this poor Govern­
ment cannot supply the money. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES : I did not say 
that. Do not put words into my mouth. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: Pardon me. but the 
hon. gentleman -did say it. He sai·d the Go­
vernment could not find the money. 

The SECRE~ARY FOR MINES : I did not. It is 
not convenient to find t.he monev. as wo can 
U··e our money for other purposes. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: If you could, this 
Bill would not be before the 'chamber. eo if 
you did not sav it the Bill savs it. Where 
doe:. this Bill 'take us? It i"' allowing the 
board tD get an unlimited overdraft that may 
be called up in twentv rninutce. '.Voakl an",­
busine,s man in Queensland to-d<ly embark 
on a. big ~{'hcn1c of borrowing money not 
knowmg how long he would have to repay 
it' This Bill is certainlv an admission on 
the part of the Government that the:-· l1a vc 
vot to the end of their tether financiallv. It 
is an admi~~ion that thov rannot carr~,- out 
the rrovision s of the Act v: h ich is in force. 
The Act ah-eady in force prm·idcs ample 
means for supplving the funds if the Govcrn-
111Cnt have the 'nlonev, but thev crY, "\Ve 
cannot do it. You go to your ·banl:Cers and 
see if ~our l1ankers will do it." It is sug­
gest~d that they should go to the Cornmon­
'.Yefl.lth Bank. The present Government have 
ohown their absolute incapacitv to handle 
business arrangen1C'nts. If this~ Governn1ent 
administered thr aff-airs of tho countrv in the 
way the_y s.hould be (ldl_llinistered, they would 
not be m the JU1pecumous state they are in 

now, and we would not have the necc-,sity of 
discussing this Bill to-night. This Bill is a 
confession of incompetency financially. It 
has been suggested this if; a 1natter of neces~ 
si'v at a time when the fate of the Gm·ern­
rrH~-nt is in the balance: that it is <1 disre;;~;ard 
of all prc,;cd,"nce to bring in a Bill of this 
Gort, but it i" urgent. 

T'ho SECRETARY FOR ~liKES: Because we .have 
some regard for the ur!cmploycd." 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: If it were not for 
the Labour Go\-erninent there \Yoald be no 
unemployed at all. The long·er the Govern­
ment are in power the greater will the unem· 
ployment be. 

Hon. J. S. HA:-rLON: \Vhat is c-ausing unem­
ployment in Victoria and \Yest Australia? 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: Surely yau do not 
compare Victoria with Queensland fro1n a 
finaneial point of yie;v. \Y0 possess onP of 
thr: n1ost glorious countries in the '\-vorld. 
If it were on!~ well manag-ed, unemployed 
would be non-existent. \Ye should not h.tve 
rr wail about the unemployed i·1 bring·ing 
in such a Bill as thi" if the Go'.-ernment 
would release the £1.500,000 tht'y have locked 
up in State enterprises. They dHluld let 
those industrie' be handled bv men who 
kno\v more about them than the~ GoYernment 
do. and then we "-ill ha vc sufficient moncv 
to keep men em11loyed and +a carry on such 
works as the sewerage ·v,:orks. 

Th<> SECRETARY FOR M!:XES: Yvhat about 
Chillagoe? 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: Don't talk about 
Chillagoe. Chillagoe is the silliest thing the 
Government have touched. 

Hon. J. S. COLLIXGS: And Mount :Morgan 
i~ the 'wisest, I suppose. 

Hox. T. J. USHEA: J\len like ,-ou are 
responsible for the conditions of affairs in 
Mo.unt M01·gan to-day. There ought to 
be no necessity for this Bill, and if it were 
put to a referendun1 to-morro·w. I doubt 
if it >':ould be pa"ed. It would be rejecte-d 
as a protest again't the incapacity of tho 
Government. 

Hon. J. S. Hnr.o:<: This Bill is good 
business. The Commonwealth Bank think; so. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: The Commonwealth 
Bank is prepared to lend you money on the 
_-;ccurity which you are offering. It is because 
the Commonwealth Bank has faith in Queens­
land, but not in the present financial admin. 
i,tJ-atOJ·s. If this Government had the confi­
dence of Queensland. why the necessity for 
shoving tho l'esponsibilitv on the Board? 
\Yhy cannot the Government ,;-et the money' 

Hon. J. S. HANLO:\: \Yhy throw every­
thing on the Governn1ent? 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: The Government 
arc responsible for the financial eh tOS exist­
ing at the pm "ent time. The . .'>.et 'ays that 
the Govcrnnwnt n1ust fin-1 the money for the 
board. 

Hon. J. S. COLLI:\GS: \Yhat about 1893, 
'vhen your private enterprise friends put up 
the shutt·-,rs ? 

Holoi'. T. J. O'SHEA: Privote enterprise 
faced its difficulties jn a 1nurh DlOl'e n1anl ,, 
and straightfor,vard \YHY than the Govern­
ment is doing to-da::. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: You didn't object when 
the Government put through a similar Bill 
to this for the City Council. 

Hon. T. J. O'She;z.] 
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HoK. T .. J. O'SHEA: This Bill is necessarv 
owmg to the incapacity of tho Govanment. 
lTndcr the Act it is bound to raise the mono·· 
to. carr7 on .the operations of the board, a,.d 
~his Bdl Will save !hem from doing that. 
1Ion. members opposite cannot see that thc,­
ar(•. st.igma_tising the GoYcrnincnt as an inst{­
tution vvh1ch cannot carry on the finances 
of the State. 

The SECl~,E'fAHY FOR 1\IIXES: This Bill meets 
i"he convenience of both the board rmd the 
Governn1ent. 

IIon. J. S. H!KLON: The Go,·ernmcnt will 
get n1oncy under this Bill. 

Hox. T. ,J. O'SI-IEA: The Government will 
never handle "" penny of it. The board will 
~et _t.hc n1oney, and it will pawn iL assets 
to t10 EO. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: And it ,,-ill 
put the Government in the second place as 
tnortgage-c. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: It will proclaim to 
tho world that the Government of Queensland 
cannot raise enough money to pay for the 
sewerage of the City of Brishanc, containiug 
one-fourth of tlw population of the State. 
Does that not .tig-ma tise the GoYernrnent as 
being· financially incapable of handlin" th8 
fmancial affa.irs of the State? The board 
hayc asked for mono,- and the Govermncnt 
have told thorn to get it smncwh{'rG else. 
The Government told the board to try the 
Commonwealth Bank. The board will ·prob­
ably get the money cheaper than the Qur€n -
land Govrrnme 1t could do. The Queensland 
Govcrnn1ePt c_ nnot rai~-::e any mone•,T. but 
tlu~y havf~ to resort to n1edieviil f'tratc~~t anrl 
talk al.Jout obtaining a co1npulsorv l~Un to 
get t!w money. The Minister used to talk 
U~'~Dut the brutal n1ajority o;JPO'-·Cd to hin1. 
The hon. mc.nber is no\\ uslng hi~ brutnl 
majoritv to force through n1ea~Ul'( s o£ this 
kind. I an1 intcrc~tcc( in Quc~ndand, <V3 

I think it is one o£ the best ron ~tric.3 in 
the world, and it hurts 1nc to sec 3 13i ll like 
this under \Yhich the Government fail to 
llnd the money as they are supposed to do by 
an Act of Parliament. but \vish to hand over 
authority to the board to o·et the mm1cv 
itf•;lf. ·This Bill pmclaims ~ the firwnria"! 
incapacity of the Government, although hon. 
rne1nbers opposite do not Reern to think it a 
degrading position to be in. Thr~ Govern~ 
:ncnt cannot find the money as prescribed 
m the Act. 

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLES: Thr Act provides 
that the money >hall be obtained at 4 per 
cent.; but now that they have handed over 
the Savingo Bank. t:hey cannot do it. 

Ho:-.-. T. J. O'SIIEA: Is not that a deplor­
able condition to be in"? The Governrnrnt 
are in the position to carry out the thwn·ics 
put forth by many loud-n:outhed orators 
to-day who say, "To hell with thrift." The 
Government do not believe in a thrifty man 
~aving his riloney. ' 

lion. J. S. HA'\'LO~: \YhY 'hould they 
hoard up anything? Xo oriC "·ould ha Ye 
anything if {~Yerybody stuck to cyerything 
they have got. (Loud laughter.) 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: If the Gm·crnment 
r,dmini, terr•d the )vt in the wav it should 
be administcrerl, there \vould be ~o ;1ereHitv 
for thi.'3 DilL I was rather a:n1uscd a-t tl{c 
indig-nant denial of tbc sug·grstion that there 
v . .as a " go slDw " policy on the se·wcrage 
1.-:nrks. Any n1an \Vho worked on the .se\ver-

" works for the last five years will tell 

[Hon. T. J. O'Shea. 

;-ou that the men could do Lur times the 
atnou11t of vi-ork and not hurt thcinselves. 

Hon. A. SrcmYDrr.: That i' Lot a, fair 
~taten::.cnt. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: That stntunent is 
in the report. 

I-Io:a. A. SKIRVIXG: It is a deliberate libel 
on t!~e "\VOrl{:-~r"' of Brisbane. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHE_\: I h ,,·e been working 
hard as Ion.,- as I have been a]iye, and 1 
will \Vork till I die. I am fond of ,,ork, 
and I think it is good for L'YPry n1an to 
'Work. 

Hon. J. S. ('OLclNGS: You evirlently make 
it pay. 

Hox. T. J. G'SIIEA: Gootl work alwa:cs 
pa.vs. If the \Vorkcr;"' had handled this 
rna~ttcr as they 1night haYc done, ~,ye wouJd 
Hot Le hen' debating this mbject to-night, 
as the sewerage \York would hav-e been fin~ 
ishcd long ago. \Yhcn this work was startcJ 
it "as n1ade a sto1)ping place for v,orkcr,,', 
ar 1 the Govern1ncnt encouraged it. There 
,y.._re all sort-:; of "go slow" devices adopted. 
Bohhcvik methods "ere introd need w hi eh 
nu:_de tho work highly unsatisfactory and 
cxpcnsiYC'. I an1 HU'C hon. gr'nt1r>Incn do 
not think this work h:1~ het'-~ll earricd o:J'-, 
P'"'JllOinica11y. 

H<Jn. A. SKIRVIXG: The \Yorkers on the 
Rcwers are as fine as any you ~an get in 
the world. 

Hox. 'I. J. O'SHEA: The workers arc 
all right, but they are encouraged to do 
thm~, that theY should not do. Judge 
MrCawlcv said the other dav that he did 
not know" that there "as a "go-slow" strike 
on ,;,mongst the bricklayers, although it was 
known to ev·orybody else. One of the funda­
mental reasons for the non-succ~ss of the 
Water and Sewerage Board is tho effecb 
tansed hy un\\~isc leaders of labour, who 
~uggest things which are not in the interests 
of the men nor in the interests of the country. 
There is no doubt that money has been 
wasted galore. If !his Chamber rej ec.ted 
ihis Bill, there woulcl Le a weil and a howl 
that we were stopping progre2s. If this 
Chamber allowed this Bill to go through 
without giving it the criticism it deserves. 
and \vithout criticising· the authors of it and 
those responsible for the state of affairs 
whieh necessitates the introduction of this 
Bill, then we WOL!ld not be doing our duty. 
There is a great deal to bo said in criticism 
of the board. and there is also a great deal 
to be said in criticism of the Government 
in reg·ard to this matter. The Government 
has prm·ed its incapacity by the introduction 
cf this Bill. It has come forward and stated 
that it is unable to do \vhat the Act says 
it mu't do. \Yhy? Because of their evil 
influence in connection with the whole busi­
ness. They have exerted ''n evil influence 
on the workers and on the whole scheme 
generally. No\V the;T corne along and say: 
"\\-., cannot giYe you the mone.'·· Go to the 
paY'mhop and got an m·crdraft." The 
Government asks us to gi vc them a blank 
cheque. as they want the board to get as 
much credit as they can. ancl take the whole 
matter off their hands. That is what the 
Bill prar tically admits. Evidently hon. 
members do not like what they he,ve heard, 

and there has been a conspiracy 
[8.30 p.rn.] of silence, but it was not suffi­

ciently effective to keep the Hon. 
JUr Skirving in his seat; and ·when f1e got 
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up, what did he answer? J\'ot one argument 
was put up in connection with the criticism 
advanced. 

Hon. E. iV. H. FowLES: He promised to 
answ·cr something·. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: Yes, if he ever gets 
the chance-if the other Bili ever reaches 
this Chamber. I am not prepared to say that 
it is wi·e to reject thi,• Bill. It is merely 
an apology for the incapacity of the Govern­
ment. It is mcrclv sa> ing, "iVe are in the 
sol!p-in the sewe1:-a:r';d the only way is to 
thrust this on the board and to tell them 
to do the bF-;t thcv can. The show is m· er 
so far as we are Concerned." It is a pity 
that the Government Clo IJOt takf' that stand 
in rc·ganl to other things, and retire 

Ho:<~. H. C. JOKES: I did not intend to 
peak but for a statement me.dc by the llon. 

:\1r. 0 Shea with regar-d to go-slow methods 
of the employees of the \\ ater aild S'ewerage 
Board. I was one who returned from the 
"· .U', and, as things 'Yero {lull, I took a 
position. becal!se the board gave preference to 
returned soldio·s, erecting a conveyor, and 
my experience of these people was that they 
were a fine, hard-working lot of men, and 
that thcr0 were few men of their class who 
could rcalh beat them at that particular 
·. ·ork. I am satisfie-d that the men that I 
< .tme into contact with were satisfactory 
"·orkms. I don't know what the Commis­
sioner said about the1n. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: He is against 
you. 

HoN. H. C. JONES: From personal 
experience, I state openly that thoo,e men 
were a satisfactory lot of workers, and that 
they gave the b(,t scnicc possible to the 
\Y at er and Sewerage Board. There may be 
some instances of go-slow methods, and this 
may be accounte-d for in the mining work 
by dampnos., and other obstacles which they 
had to contend with; but. as I said before. 
the men were of as g·ood a class a,, any I 
ha vc seen, and I hope that it will not go 
out that they introduced the go-slow methods. 

Hm:. R. J. CARROLL: I likewise wish 
to enter my prole .t against the statement 
made by the Hon. Mr. O'Shea. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Commis­
sioner's report bears him out. 

Hon. T. J. O'SnEA: The board says so 
it se If. 

HoN. T. .J. C.ARROLL: The Hon. ::>1r. 
O'Shea need not shelter behind the statement 
of the Commissioner. I challenge those who 
make those ,,tatcmcnts to producO eYidenCt~ in 
support of them. I •vould point out that some­
one who occupies a high position threw out 
a challenge in regard to a statement made as 
to go-slow methods in the' laying of bricks, 
and asked for evidence in substantiation of 
that statement. A statPment by a person 
occupying a high position like Mr. ,Justice 
r--IcCawley should be accepted, and it is very 
unfair for ::Vlr. 0' She a or am·one else to 
make such sbtements as he> 'has without 
evidence to support them. It is a most 
unpupular thing and an unworthy thing for 
employers to be decrying their employees 
as thev have been ever •-incc 1912 or 1914. 
There~ is no n1ore eYidence of employees 
going slow than thoro i• that the employers 
go slow, but there is evidence that employers 
are not doing th-eir duty by their employees. 
It is not a fair thing- to say that, because a 
cedain job takes a little more time than a 

similar job took, that that is cvidenc•' of 
going slow. You cannot rnake exact corn­
! arisons without knowing "·hether. the con­
ditions are exactly snmlar. I cay It IS most 
unfounded and unfair for ernployer·: to rnake 
this continual chargo about going slo\v. This 
is one of the reasons of the bitternees of 
cn1plo"~ ees against en1plo:, crs, and it tonds 
to pr~vent the bringing about of that good 
feeling which employers suy they are so 
desirous of :,cruring. 

The SECHET.ARY FOR 2\HI'\ES: I did 
not intend speaking in reply to this n1otion. 
but I think the criticisms levelled at the 
Gm·ernmcllt b"- the spe:tkcrs on the other side 
warrant me in putting the position a little 
more clcarlv than I did when moving the 
second rcc;d,ing of the Bill. The Hon. Mr. 
o·shcCL did not hear what I said. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: That is not correct. 
I was hero the whole time. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR MIKES: I never 
made the statement that the Government was 
too poor to assist the iV a ter and Sewerage 
Board financially. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Why did they 
uot do it then? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When 
in rnother position I had dealings with the 
board, and on the eve of the last general 
election, when the cry went forth that we 
had not a shilling to jingle on a tombstone, 
I was able to show that the Government 
was a blc to come to the ac sistancc of the 
board at a critical time. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Don't boast about that. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: You handed out 
son1e money at elE,f'tion time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No, it 
was not because of the election looming in 
the near future. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It was only 
a coincidence. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
thought it a wise thing to do. Mr. O'Shea 
said the Truasurer was not in a position to 
meet the interest for the coming fmanci a! 
vear and that the board's estimated expen­
diture was £520,000. It was not convenient 
for the Treasurer for the coming year to find 
that amount. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: That is the first time 
you ha,Te used the term "con1ing year." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
Bill suits the convenience of the Government, 
of the board. and of the ratepayers. 

Hon. T .. J. O'SHEA: How would it incon­
venience the board if you advanced the 
money to them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
will be able to get sufficient money to com­
plete their works eo that they will be ro,·enue­
producing. That is the whole object of this 
Dill. Had the Bill been introduced by any 
other Government, hon. gentleman opposite 
\Vonld have gladly supported it. The Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn and the Hon. Mr. Fowles 
used this Bill as an occasion for an attack 
on the board, and t·hey also critieiscd the 
Gm·ernmont. The Hon. Mr. Fowles said it 
,-as absurd. He asked ' hen the sewerage 
-rhcme would be completed, but th:,t is 
absurd. In a growing city how is it pC3sible 
to say when this sewerage scheme would b,, 
adequate. The total cost of the water and 

Hon. A . .J. Jonesj 
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se•,,,erage :~'homo in Melbourne was not 
£5,000,000 to £7,000,000 as stated by Mr. 
Fowles. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: I did not say 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI)l'ES: It was 
£13,000,000, and the Sydnc;· scheme cost 
£16,000,000, but the Brisbane scheme up to 
date has cost only something over £3,000,000. 

All through his speech the H0n. Mr. Fowlfl5 
tried to convey to this Council that the 
board had borrowed from the Treasurer 
£3,250,000 for the sewerage scheme. I have 
a table here giving the amounts advanced 
to the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage 
Board from 15th November, 1910, to the 
30th June, 1921, which I "ould like to get 
into " Hansard " for the information of the 
public. The table is as follows:-

1\h;TnflPOLlTAN WATJ<:R SGPPf,Y A:"iD SEW.l.:RAGE BOATID. 

Statement. showing Loans from Government and Indebtedne..::s on 30th .Tune, Hl21 :-

j Water. Sewerage. ~---~~--

1 

£ •. d. £ •. d. I £ e. tl. 
Amount advanced to 3.fetropo1itan ·water Supply. 

and Sewerage Board from 15th November, HHO, 

1

' I 
to 30th June, 1921 ... 1,49±,287 19 3 1,321,895 7 9 2,816,183 

Inte~::!te~ai~t~1i:;:n ~~r~,~~ B~~~.~e .. period and i ... 181,096 18 1 181/96 18 

~.2s1 193 --I.w2,992 510T2,!)97~- 5 1 
In addition to tbe above the Board took over as I 

from 1st January, HHO. the indebtedne~s of 
the old Brisbane Board or Waterworks, I I 
amounting to . .. 1 380 316 15 7 . 330,316 15 7 

~-~74,GI)41410' --;-:-5o2,H9l--H-J- ----;:m,537 -{)8 
Dming the period 1st January, 1910, to 30th June,! 

1921, the Board has repaid principal amount­
ing to .. 83,;<11 5 6 6.552 ID 5 1 91,861 J ll 

Leaving indebtedne.'' to 30th June, 1921 
, ______ ------~------

00< i £1,7Q9,293 9 4 1,496,439 6 5 ! 3,2tl5,732 15 9 

The 'rrea~ury, 
ll1·isbai1e, 17th Ang-ust, 1!121. 

Now, the Hon. Mr. Fow!es questioned 
"·hether the board had paid interest, and 1 
think it only fair for me to say that the 
board has promptly paid their interest and 
paid also some 0f their principal 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: They capitalised 
their interest. 

The SECRE'TARY FOR MINES: I have 
no brief for the "r a ter Board or any other 
Lcard, but I think we should be fair in our 
criticisms. The hon. member did not quote 
th·o estimate, but I will g1ve the estimated 
cost. Based on the 1912 values, there was 
an estimate made for a scheme-which you 
could not call a complete ooheme-of 
£1,334,980. Again, I say, lot us be fair. 
·wculd a.ny business man, or any reasonable 
poson, take an estimate made in 1912, fol­
Io>' eel a few yea o after by " war, with the 
coct of materi.>l going up beyond anything 
that could be anticipated ?-wages going up, 
and rightly so, higher than they were io 
1912. Our railway officials made estimates 
prior to the vwr of lines to be constructed, 
'nd the cost was hopelessly underestimated. 
IV•e did not roresoe the war, and the person 
who framed these estimates did not foresee 
the war 'in 1912. We -did not foresee the war 
111 1913, nor even early in :!.914, and we 
•·hc:uld at least be fair in our criticisms of 
the board. Regarding the capitali9ation of 
il'terest, that the Hon. Mr. Fow]e, and the 
Hon. Mr. O'S.hoa tried to mo,ke a point of, 
I quoted the interest capitalised during the 
rc·riod-15th NovemLu·, 1912, to the 30th 
.June, 1921-and I want to say that the 
r pitalisation of interest is not uncommon 
in the constructive period of public works 
awl it is provded for in the Local Authori: 
ties Act. There is nothing new in that. It 
helped the board, and we must also take 
into consideration the fa;:t that this board 
, ' fhe first board of its character that was 

t"Hon. A.. J. J ones. 

abl2 to borro·,v, and this is the fir"-" sewerage 
scheme in the Commonwealth that could 
hcrrow its mo!lcy frorn the Government, 
lH'ccmse others hod to borrow from private 
cr,terprise. It is the duty of the Govern­
rr.ont to assist .an enterprise such as ha.s been 
undertaken, and I am surprised at the 
speeches delivered in this Chamber to-night. 
Hem nn we e:xpect this country to progress 
if we are going to rely on the speeches that 
we have heard this c·vening condemning the 
Government for assisting the board to carry 
on and facilitate their work, so that thev 
c<v1 make that work rovcnue-pro,ducing? 
Again I repeat that the Bill is good busim:'S 
fM the board and good business for the 
pc•tOplc of Quoensland, as it will enable the 
entcrpri:::;e to reach its rr-vonur-produclng 
stage and be less burdensome on the general 
taxpayers of the State. 

Question-That the Bill be now read " 
st::cond time-pat and passed. 

CmnnTTEE. 
(Hon. 'F. 1'.-ccitt in the chair.) 

Cbnse 1-" Short title and construction of 
A1 t''-put and pa"ed. 

Clau<e 2-" Application to sell deben­
trre;"J." 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES: I-Iow much was 
pn:posod to be borro· ,-eel, and at what rate 
of intere6t? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon gentleman knew very well that the 
mr.c,unt to bo borrowed ·was not st-Ltc-d, and 
he (Mr. Jone<.) did not think it wise to 
place an amocHlt in the Bill. The hon. 
gc'r.tleman also knew that the Bill gave the 
board greater borlO\":ing po~~vors, and they 
c,c,uld not borrow one penny without the 
pNmission of the Governor in Council. That 
wEts a quite sufficient safeguard. 



Ipswich lV ater Supp'y, Etc, Bill. [19 AUGUST.] Want of Confidence Motion. 177 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHOEN: The ::Vlin­
ister hMl told them that he was approaching 
the Commonwealth Bank and had nearly 
finalised the arrangmnents, and he must know 
what amount the board was going to the 
bank for. Why could he not divulge the 
amount to the Committee? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : He could not 
give the amount, but it was estimated that 
the boar·d ·voul~l require another £500,000 
to put the se,verage scheme in a -revenue~ 
producing state. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FowLES: vVhat section of 
Bri,,bane will be cc.nnected up first? vVhere 
I\ ill t~w re;.·enuc-prC'ducing portion start? 

The SECRETARY FOR JIIIINES: Tho city por­
tion, I am told. 

Ho:-r. E. W. H. FOWLES: 'What per cent. 
v.ero the board paying to the Commonwealth 
Bank? The Minister said it was good \:;usi­
m·•s for the bo:1rd. vVas it good business for 
the board to pay 5~ per cent. to the Corn· 
rEonwealth B'mk when, under the old Act, 
tr,ey wore paying 4 per cent. to the Govern­
nler~t? 

The SECRETAEY FOR MIKES: The hon. 
gentleman knew very well that he could not 
sav what the rato of interest would be. It 
was a matter for the board, and the board's 
negotiations ''-ere not complete. The Hon 
Me. Fowl< ·l was not quite correct in reg.ad 
to the 4 per cnnt.. because there was an 
amending Act which gave the Government 
rower to charge more than 4 per cent.­
namely, the Local \Vorks Loans Acts Amend­
ment Act of 1918. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Was it 
possible that the Minister was in such a state 
of ignorance a-..: h8 profr;;;sed to be? The 
Goyernor in Council had to pass m·ery penny 
of the loan; and did the Minister mean to 
tell him that the Government did not know 
that the board wo1·e approaching the bank 
and what they had approached the bank for 
-the length of the loan and tho rate of 
interest? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II:<ES : I do not think 
this is the -stage to answer that question. 

Ho:,. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: Had the Go­
Yorrrmeut decided what rate of interest was 
to be paid for the clobonturn? Then with 
regard to the regulations to be published in 
the "Ga7-,.~ttc," were those regulations to be 
laid on the table of the House? 

The SBCRETARY FOR :\fiNES: The 
hon. gentleman wac, asking quer,tions at that 

stage which he knew could not 
[9 p.m.] be answered. He had b0en very 

candid to hon. members opposite 
in gn·mg information and in pointing out 
what were the borrowing powers of the 
GoYernment. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council re. umed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported the Bill without amendment; and 
the report was adopted. 

THIRD READIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I bog 
to move-That the Bill be now read a third 
time. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I protest 
against this Bill, as it is ono of the most 
ambiguous Bills that has ever come before 
the Council. The Government havo come to 
this Council and asked us to vote on the 
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blind. \Ve do not know "hat su1n of money 
is requii·od, and we do not know the interest. 
1'1 fact we know nothing about it at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\!lnms: You haye got 
rnoro infonnation here than was given in 
th,• o!hor Chamber. 

Ho:1. E. W. H. FOWLES : I wish to 
enter my prote't against the Bill. I think 
that the people who are to foot the bill 
ought to have tho fullest information about 
, ~J''h a awasuro us this. 

Question put and passed. 
The Bill was passed, and ordered to be 

returned to the LegislatiYe Assembly by 
nw, ago in the usual for1n. 

SPECIAL ADJ'O'CRN:.vJ:ENT. 

Tho SECRETAEY FOR MLNES: I beg 
to moYe-That the Council, at its rising, do 
adjourn until 4.30 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday. 
30th August. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at five minute, past 
o'clock p.m. 




