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Adjowrnment, [COUNCIL.] Death of Hon. T. J. Byan.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMRBLY,
THURSDAY, IT—AUGUST, 1921.

The SPEAKER (Hor: W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Regulation, dated 11th March, 1821,
under the Fruit Cases Act of 1912.

Regulation, dated 17th June, 1921, under
the Diseases in Plants Act of 1916.

Regulation, dated 10th June, 1921, under
the Co-operative Agrlcultural Pro-
duction and Advances to Farmers
Acts, 1914-1919.

Regulation, dated 27th January, 1921,
under the Wheat Pool Act of 1920.
Regulations, dated 15th April, 1921, under
the Dairy Produce Act of 1920,
First report on the creation, inscription,
and issue of Clovernment inscribed

stock for the year 1920-1921.

Balance-sheet of the Public Curator for
the year 1920.

Regulations, dated 2nd June and 20th
July, 1921, under the Public Curator
Act of 1915.

Return pursuavt to an Order made on
the 17th November, 1920, by the
Legislative Assembly, on the motion
of the honourable member for Kast
Toowoomba, regarding the results of
the voting of the various polling-
booths throughout the State in the
recent general election.

Regulations, dated 29th July, 1921, under
the Health Aets, 1900 to 1817, being
the Poisons Regulations of 1921,

QUESTIONS.
AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Premier,
without notice—

“Has the Auditor-General’s report
been received by the Government, and,
if so, when will it be available to the
House !’

The PREMIER replied—

“The hon. member should know by
thiz time, as the information has been
frequently given, that the Auditor-
General’s report does not come to the
Premier, but comes to you, Sir, as
Speaker of the House.”

REFUSAL TO ANSWER QUESTIONS UNTIL WANT OF
CoNFIDENCE MoTroN DisposEp oF.

Mr. CORSER (Burnetf): I desire to ask
the Home Secretary question No. 1 standing
in my name.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G&. Theodore,
C'hillagoe): In view of the fact that notice
has been given of a want of confidence
motion, it is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to answer questions until that motion
is disposed of.

DEATH OF HON. T. J. RYAN.
MorioN OF CONDOLENCE.

The PREMIER, in moving, by leave,
without notice—

““That this House enters on its jour-
nals its admiration of the splendid gifts
of the late Honourable T. J. Ryan, and



Dea'h of Hon, T. J. Ryan.

its appreciation of his devoted service to
Queensland, and requests Mr. Speaker
to convey to Mrs. Ryan an expression of
its deep sympathy with her and her
family in their great affliction”’—

sald: It is my melancholy duty to move
such a resolution, and it is made more
melancholy because of the intimate personal
friendship which I feel nearly every man
in this Chamber had towards the late Hon.
T. J. Ryan, and made a very sad duty, tco,
because he had only reached middle life,
when he was cut off in so sudden and tragic
a manner. Mr. Ryan was personally known
to most of the members of this House, and,
I feel, favourably known to all of wus.
Although he fought strenuously in the
interests of his party and the oause which
he espoused, he had so great a charm of
character and personality, that I think he
was held in high esteem, respect, and affec-
tion by all those who knew him  persenally.
Mr. Ryan figured very largely in the public
life of Australia in the last few years, and
was one of our most notable and, I think, one
of the greatest citizens in Queensland of the
present generation. e was a man who won
his way to a very high place in the official
life of the community by dint of his own
persoverance, his own strong character, his
native and his acquired ability. The com-
munity can ill afford to lose such & valued
citizen as he. He was cut off, one might
say, half way through his life’s work, which
makes his death all the more tragic from the
point of view of the community. TUnder
normal circumstances, but for this accident,
one might say, which overtook him, he mighy
have continued for another thirty years, pro-
bably serving the interests of the Common-
wealth and the community in various spheres
of activity. (Hear, hear!) We have the
consolation, at any rate, of knowing that
Mr. Ryan’s life will serve as something to
be emulated by future generations in Aus-
tralia. He set himself high ideals. He cast
his plane of conduct very high, consequently
he was one of those public men of whom the
whole community could be proud. His late
colleagues, and 1 think the whole com-
munity, respect his memory; the whole
nation mourns his loss. At the same time
we all feel the greatest possible sympathy
for his widow. (Hear, hear!) Mrs. Ryan
also is well known to us, and we know that
the lives of the late Mr. Ryan and his wife
were cast upon a singularly happy plane.
The late T. J. Ryan and his wife were great
chums. They shared each other’s lives and
each other’s life’s work. I think that she
was a perfect example of helpmeet to a
public man. (Hear, hear!) Whatever we,
his late associates, may feel regarding the
loss of the late Mr. T. J. Ryan, the loss to
her must be absolutely irreparable. There-
fore, I think that we can feel the utmost
sympathy for her in her great grief. There
is nothing more that I can say on this sub-
ject. I think I have expressed the senti-
ments of all the members of this House
towards the late Mr. T. J. Ryan. I submit
the resolution feeling that hon. members
desire this opportunity of recording their
feelings in the matter, and their sympathy
with the dependants of our late Premier.

RoxovraBLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): In supporting the
motion o ably and sympathetically moved

by the Premier, I feel that I am voicing the
sentiments of the whole of the Opposition

[11 Avaust.]
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when I say that we deeply regret the
untimely demise of the late Hon. T. J.
Ryan. He was a man many of us were
actively associated with in this Parliament,
and although we agreed to disagree on
matters of public policy, and although we
were strongly opposed to him in politics,
yet we recognised in him a man who as a
Queenslander had attaimed high distinction.
His loss is, no doubt, a very great loss to the
party he belonged to, and it is a loss which
makes his place a very hard one to fill. To
Mrs., Ryan and her chiidren we offer our
deepest sympathy in the loss of a good hus-
band and a good father. The remarks made
by the Premier in reference to the assist-
ance given by Mrs. Ryan to her husband
appeal to me very much. Those of us who
are engaged in public life recognise the
great bond that always existed between Mr.
Ryan and his wife. We know how she
always assisted him in this Chamber, both
as regard public matters and in social func-
tions. Mr. Ryan not only attained high
distinction as a politician, but as a jurist he
attained great distinction, too. I feel sure
that, had he lived, he would have risen to
the highest rung of the ladder, and attained
the highest possible distinction as a jurist.
On behalf of the Opposition, I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion that has
been moved by the Premier.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I also desire
to endorse the motion and the sentiments
expressed so ably in the Chamber by the
Premier. Members on this side of the Cham-
ber who knew Mr. Ryan and fought him
in this Chamber always recognised the
charming personality of the man. I suppose
there was never a Premier of Queensland
who showed such courtesy and kindness to
members opposed to him as the late Mr.
Ryan did. It was a distinguishing trait of
his character. He knew no favourites in this
Chamber when public matters were con-
cerned and when members from either side
of the House appreached him in regard to
public business. I agree with the Premier
that his death was almost tragic, as he was
cut off when his life’s work was only half way
through. It is very hard for us to realise
that the big, burly man we knew for so many
years, a man who always had a cheerful
word and a cheerful smile for all, has gone,
and that we shall never see him any more.
However, he has been removed from us, and
I feel quite satisfied in my own mind that
he has gone to a higher and a better life.
His wife was a devoted helpmeet, and I
quite agree with the Premier when he stated
what an advantage that is to a public man.
She upheld her husband in all his work, not
only in Queensland, but throughout the whole
of Australia. (Hear, hear!) I am sure that
the hearts of everyone in this Chamber will
go out in deepest sympathy to Mrs. Ryan
and family .in their great loss and sad
bereavement.

HoxourABLE MeuMBeRS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GREEN (Townsville): On behalf of
the citizens represented by the Northern
Country party I would like to express my keen
sympathy with the motion which has been
so touchingly moved by the Premier this
afternoon. One cannot but feel the deepest
regret at the loss of such a noble son of
Australia as the late Mr. Ryan. He was
an Australian with a great personality and
great ability. Unfortunately, T did not have
the pleasure of meeting him in the political

Mr. Green]
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sense, but I met him unofficially in connec-
tion with other matters, and I was certainly
struek with his kindly disposition and with
the personality which he manifested on that
occasion. I would like to express my keen
sense of regret at the loss that Australia
has sustained through the death of such a
statesman at so early a stage of his life.
I would like also to express, on behalf
of the Northern Country party, our sincere
sympathy with Mrs. Ryan and her children.
Of all the tributes that have been paid to
the late statesman, the one that appealed to
me most was the tribute concerning his
home life 1t matters not what his politics may
have been—it matters not whether we dis-
agreed with him in that sense or not—we must
recognise that a man who sets a standard
in home life is sectting a standard for
the whole community, and a standard which
will live and exert an influence in the years
to come far and away above any influence
that might have been exercised in the political
sphere. Whilst we have such statesmen
setting an example of home life to the rest
of the community, we need not fear for the
future of this Commonwealth which we all
love and admirc. T would also like to
express our appreciation of the touching
manner in which the Premier has moved
the resolution this afternoon.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

HoxOURABLE MEMBERS rose in their places
to signify their assent to the motion.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
The PREMIER, in moving—

“That so mueh of the Standing
Orders he suspended as would otherwise
prevent the immediate constitution of
Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, the receiving of resolutions on
the same day as they shall have passed
in those Committees, and the passing of
an Appropriation Bill through all its
stages in one day ’—

said: I do not know that it is necessary to
justify this resolution. It is the time-
honoured customn to suspend the Standing
Otders in order to pass a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day. We cannot pursie
the other course of Tletting the Bill go
through its normal stages, as Supply is
yvan_ted immediately. Parliament last year,
1t is true, granted a month’s Supply on
account of the year 1921-1922. That carried
us to the end of last ‘month, and before
the next fortnightly pay is due additional
Supply is required.

[4 pm.]

. Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : My object in call-
ing “Not formal” to this motion was not
to hlock Supply, because we know that
whatever happens in this House the services
of the public must be carried on, but rather
to utter a protest against the nccessitv for
this motion at all—a necessity caused by the
delay in calling Parliament together until
the eleventh hour when the cash box is
empty, and then not for the purpose of dis-
cussing business, but in order to get more
money to go on with. The Premier says
that this is a time-honoured ocustom. Then
it is time we altered that custom, for Parlia.
ment should go through the procedure estab-
lished by the Standing Orders.
Question put and passed.

[Mr. Green.

Supply.

SUPPLY.

CoxsmiTurioN OF COMMITTEE—VOTE ON
AccouNt ror £2,650,000.

The TREASURER (Ilon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington) : Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move—

“That you do now leave the chair,
and the House resolve itzelf into a Com-
mittec of the Whole to consider the
Supply to be granted to Ilis Majosty.”

Mr, VOWLES {(Dalby): Before you leave
the chair, Mr. Specaker, I would like to point
out to hon. members that this is the time
when the Opposition have an opportunity of
ventilating grievances, and before any large
sum of moner is voted I have one very
serious grievance to bring before the House
—thet is the fact that during last session of
Parliament there was a determined and an
effective stonewall on the part of Government
members to prevent the Opposition from
eriticising the Government, more particularly
in respect to their management of State
enterprises.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Untrue.

Mr. VOWLES: The public should realise
that on our State cnterprises we are losing
money hand-over-fist, and that scarcely omne
of them can be said to be run on business
lines. We were told that there wes a profit
last year of £25,661 on the transactions of the
State stations, in which the capital involved
is £1,300,000.° Even if that profit did exist
—and I am going to show that it did not
exist at all, but that there was actually a
debit of £25,000——

The TrREASURER: Who told you that?

Mr. VOWLES: The Auditor-General tells
us that. We were told that certain taxation
was Imposed on certain classes of taxnayers
money hand-over-fist, and that scareely one
of their pastoral holdings and grazing busi-
nesses. What do we find in the case of the
biggest grazier in Quecnsland—that is the
State? First of all, the Auditor-General tells
us that their profit is a nominal one, but
cven that nominal profit is only 1.92 per cent.
on the capital of £1,300,000. If they were
running the business on business lines, then
they should be getting the same profits as
the pastoralists,

The TREASURER: What are they getting?

Mr. VOWLES: T do not know, but we find
that graziers and pastoralists pay large sums
in income tax, showing that they have the
husiness ability to make their businesses pay.

The TREASURER: That is an indictment of
a public officer.

Mr. YOWLES : It is not. It is an indict-
ment of the way in which public enterprises
are run and of the ability of the Govern-
ment to carry on ordinary business concerns.
We find in the first place that their profits
are fictitious—what are known as paper
balances—and that they have inflated assets
by putting false values on their stock. The
Auditor-General, on page 6 of his criticism,
says—

v “On the 18th November ultimo, the
inspector submitted to me a Trading or
Stock Account showing the sales for
1919-20 as previously stated, also a Profit
and Loss Account which exhibited a
profit of £25,661 9s. 3d., but it was
apparent that this result was arrived at
through an inflation of the values of the
cattle.”
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There an independent witness tells us that account for £2.719, surplus in the store
the depaltment is deliberately putting before account. This, i1 my opinion, is not
the people a false balance-sheet. He goes on correet, as I understand a substantial

to say—

“I quite recognise that, up to a certain
age, cattle a year older necessarily
appvecmto but, ¢n comparing the valucs
adonted with thosze placed on cattle of
slnnlar age the previous year, the in-
spector found that they had, in some

instances, been materiaily appreciated—
in the cawe of three stations the increases
swere £17,000, £13,000, and £10,000 respec-
tively.”

In those three items a sum of £40,000 is
involved, and, after juggling with the figures,
the total profit they are able to show is only
£25,000.

The TREASURER: What is wrong with that?

Mr. VOWLES : It is dishonest. It is on @
par with the balance-sheet presented to this
Ilouse the first year the Labour Government
sat on those Treasury benches. They showed
a credit balance of £30.000, but the Auditor-
General pointed out olearly that there should
have been a debit of £100,000. The ﬂgurea
were juggled well—they were ¢ fixed up’
by deliberately holding back till Ist va
ovdinary departmental payments that shouid
have been made on the 30th June.

The TreaSURER: Do you know that the
gentleman in charge of State enterprises is
the ex-Deputy Auditor-General?

Mr. VOWLES: You do not expect Mr.
Austin to know the values of stock. It is
a question of putting on the assets whatever
value you hke, end you can bring about
whatever result you like, The reason I asked
a question this afternoon about the Auditor-
General’s report is that we know there has
been a depreciation of 50 per cent. in the
value of live stock during the last twelve or
eighteen months, and we are rather interested
to know what values the Government put
upon their live stock assets at 30th June.
In other words, we want to find out whether
they have been honest. At the bottom of
page 6 of the same report the Auditor-
General tells us—

‘“Depreciation at the rate of 5 per
cent. has been allowed on station improve-
ments and plant, as against 10 per cent.
in previous years.”

Why was that rate altered? Merely because
their balance was on the wrong side. That
is one of the ways by which they can rig up
a credit. The Auditor-General goes on to
say—

“ Schedule 14 (4) of the State Enter-
prises Act of 1918 empowers the Trade
Commissioner to determine the rate of
depreciation, and although the conditions
were the same in each year, the altera-
tion has the effect of reducing the
depreciation charge in the Profit and
Loss Account by £6,014——"

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc LANDS:
know the amount of depreciation varies.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know anything
of the sort. The Auditor-General says,
“ although the conditions were the same in
each vear.” On the next page the Auditor-
General says—

“ Credit ha: been taken in the Kee-
roongooloo  Station profit and loss

You

supply of stores came over with the
station at the time of purchase, and were
not ta Len into the books 1n the opening
entries.’

There are three items involving just under
£50,000, which should appcar on the debit
”1d0 of the ledger so that. if you put them
in their proper place, instead of there being
a profit of £25000 there would be a debit
of £25000. We are asked to give large
sums of money to a (Government who are
using it in these directions, very often with-
out Parliamentary authority. We shall be
asked at a lator stage to validate certain
things becaus» Parliament has not been con-
silted In a constitutional way, and yet a
gentleman like the Treasurer resents honest
criticisin.

The TrrEsstnER: I welcome 1t, but I have
not heard any yet.

Mr. VOWLES: I would be very sorry to
have on record against my name the criticism
in the Auditor-General’s report, which I have
disclosed to the House.

The TREASURER : Gross exaggerations!

Mr. VOWLES: It is the first time I have
heard anybody say that the Auditor-General
has been guilty of gross exaggerations.

The TREASURER :

I am referring to your
remarks.

Mr. VOWLES: I am quoting the Auditor-
General’s own words. 1 trust that hon.
members will take every opportunity at this
stage to ventilate the grievances that exist,
and to point out to the people of Queensland
those things which, during last session, they
were depnved of the opportunity to point
out on account of the organised efforts of
the Government tc stonewall their own
Estimates.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I think
we have never met the House when condi-
tions outside lLave been as bad as they
are to-day, whether you look at them
from the standpoint of the emplorer or of
the employee. IHas there ever been a time
when so many people in Queensland have
found themselves practically bordering upon
starvation? That may apply to other parts,
of the world to some extent, but the position
of this State should be absolutely different
from that of any other country in the world,
because, during the time of war, we were
reaping very richly, and so were the State
Government as the result of the taxation
which they were gathering in freely and
fast, Instead of the Government being
impoverished, their returns were very largely
increased. The Govermment cannot gainsay
the fact that every year, as the result of
increased taxation, there have been gathered
into the Treasury immense amounts of money.
Whilst in 1914-15 the direct taxation was
under £1,000,000, last year it produced about
£3.500.000. The taxation has been so great
that the spending power of those who have
money to spend has been diminished, and
that is the reason why we find so many
people to-day looking for employment. Has
there ever been a time when the number of
people going for relief has been so large?
Even the Premier himself, the other day,
made a statement—which he afterwards

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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qualified—that a tremendous sum was being
spent, and that it was no use raising money
by golden caskets, because that would not
provide sufficient to make provision for the
unemployed. Is it a good thing that the
manhood of the State and their families
should have to reccive charity from the
Government? The better the man the more
desirous he is of giving a return for what
he gets. There is always the danger in
handing out relief that those who are feeling
the pinch most are not getting the greatest
amount of relief. Wherever you go to-day
you find honest men who want work and
cannot get it. The Premier has been mean
enough to say that behind the unemployed
movement there has been the National party.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Iear, hear!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: If it were not
unparliamentary I might give that * hear,
hear,” a very decided answer. (Laughter.)
The hon. gentleman who made that state-
ment knew it was not true, and I deny it.
The unemployed have commenced to learn
that it is not the man in office—~who finds
himself too busy, very often, to see them—
who is the best friend of the worker, but it
is the man who does his utmost to find
employment who is most sympathetic. They
tell me you cannot get anywhere near some
Ministers unless someone intereedes for you.
That does not apply to me; I have always
recelved the greatest courtesy. To-day the
State is absclutely up against it, and we
have to turn completely round and inspire
confidence. I heard in a speech the other
evening some reference to the delegation to
England. The fact is that the State,
through the Ministry at present controlling
it, stinks irn the nostrils of those who have
money to invest all over thes world. The
reason is that they have not honoured the
scrap of paper they ought to have honoured.
Lock at the seasons we have had! Look at
the conditions that have prevailed! Vet the
position from the financial standpoint is as
bad as it could be.

The TreAsURER: What do you know about
finance ?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I would not like
to know as little as the hon. gentleman.
(Opposition laughter.) Instead of men want-
ing to come here and invest, they are trying
to get out.

Mr. Coruins: That is not true. Look at
what appears in the financial columns of the
“Courier.”

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is true. If I
were able to break confidences, I could prove
it right up to the hilt. There are to-day
men associated with Queensland who have
dene a very great deal to assist towards its
development, They find themselves up
against a Government who are trying to get
at them at every turn. We have come to
the limit—and the Government know it—to
which taxation can be placed upon people,
because they are in such a position that they
cannct go on. What has been the policy of
hon. gentlemen sitting on the other side?
It has been ‘ Squeeze! Squeeze! Take!
Take!” I notice some of their supporters
the cther day—presumably men who support
them in the country, not in the House—
were talking about confiscation. Is that a
factor which is going to help them? I do
not think it is. I warn the Government
they have to face the position as it is, and

[Lon. W. H. Barnes.
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in all honesty say to the men who are pre-
pared to assist 1n developing the country,
*“ Come along jand assist us to develop it.”” If
they do that, it will be better for Queensland.
What is the cause of a great deal of the
trouble to-day? There has been a great deal
of camouflage so far as the Cabinet are con-
cerned. It was so in connection with the
Savings Bank. I ask the Treasurer what has
been the position in connection with the
Savings Bank since it was taken over by
the Commonwealth ?
The TREASURER: Very good.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Has any demand
been made by the Commonwealth Bank in
connection with that amount which the
Government have at call?

The TREASURER: No.

Hox. W. H. BARNES : Has there not been
a distinct shrinkage——

The TrEASTRER: Oh, no.
ignorant you are.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man has dropped into the trap I thought he
would drop into. (Loud Opposition laugh-
ter.) I did not finish my sentence. Taking
the Commonwealth Savings Bank and the
State Savings Bank as it was, by comparison,
has there not been a distinct shrinkage?

The Treasvrer: No. I will give you the
figures.

Hon. W, H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man would say ‘“No” to anything.

The TREASURER: We received £240,000
from them the other day.

Hox. W..H., BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man has been receiving from them all the
time. He has received from them so mueh
that he is prewty well at the end of his
tether; and so we are told that at the end
of this year there is to be another £3,000,000
loan.

The TREASTURER:

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man says I am a shuffler. I would like to
ask what he is. I would not like to be in
the pesition to-day of saying what the
Treasurer really is in every capacity. 1
would be up against it if I did, and you,
Mr. Speaker, probably would pull me up if
I told you. One thing is certain—that the
Government are up against it. We were told
in connection with local authorities, when the
Savings Bank Bill went through, of the
grezt things that were going to happen. 1
am prepared to admit that Brisbane, and
probably South Brisbane and some other
local authorities, have received some help.
But, speaking generally, local authorities
have been refused assistance, and the stock
cry of the Treasurer has been * Stony broke!
Can’t help you.” Every deputation that goes
there now is told that the Government is
“stony broke.”

[4.30 p.m.]

The TressurER: 1 don’t use such vulgar
terms.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:

That shows how

VYou are a shuffler.

Tt is true never-

theless. The Government say, * We're
stony broke; we cannot help you. Ge to
the Commonwealth Bank.” I will give

three cases in point. Ome is the Balmoral
Shire Council, another is the Coorparoo Shiro
Council, and another is the Stephens Shire
Council. Certain urgent works were required
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to be carried out in these shires, and the
Treasurer was interviewed in connection with
them, and he said he could not find tho
money, and told the deputation to go to ths
Commonwealth Bank.

The TrEASURER: That is incorrect. The
Stephens Shire Council came along and asked
for £10,000, and they found it would cost
£25,000 to do the work.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: I know nothing
about the £10,000, but there is a bridge that
is urgently required on the Logan road.
An advance was sought of £3,500, £2,500
to bo borne by the Stephens Shire Council
and £1,000 by Coocrparoo. We were passed
over {o the Commonwealth Bank. Now we
have a reply from the Commonwealth Bank
saying they cannot help us, and it is not
because the council is not in a good finan-
cial position. .

The TREASURER: Then they will not get
the bridge.

Hox. W. . BARNES: What does the
hon. gentleman care whether they get the
bridge or not? He does not mind whether
the people are inconvenienced or not. We
were told, when a most objectionable agree-
ment, so far as the State 1s concerned, was
made between the Commonwealth Savings
Bank and the State Savings Bank, that it
was in the interests of Queensland. The
reason for that agreement was revealed by
the Treasurer himself. He féared a run on
the State Savings Bank.

The Premrer: Which was engineered by
the Nationalists.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is abso-
lutely untrue. We did all we could to pre-
vent it, and to essist the bank. An agree-
ment was made with the Commonwealth
Savings Bank which means that the Savings
Bank has gone from Queensland for twenty
or twenty-five vears. The position to-day is
that the Government cannot assist the local
authorities.

The TREASURER: I have been too kind to
your local authorities.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am afraid that
my local authorities have been too kind to
the hon. gentleman. I want to show the
public the connection between those circum-
stances and unemployment as it exists to-day.
We are up against 1t simply because, as the
leader of the Opposition pointed out this
afternoon, a big amount of money has been
spent in connection with State stations and
State enterprises. A big load has been
added to the public debt, . and all these
burdens have been laid upon the community,
which, as a result, is unable to do very much
in connection with unemployment. I don’t
know whether the Premier has lost sympathy
with the unemployed. I do not know whether
the hon. gentleman realises what the unem-
ployed in the past have meant to him. I
shall produce at a later period a circular
which was issued just prior to the Ilast
elections, where the hon. gentleman said—

“Send back the gentlemen who are
sitting to the left of the Speaker and you
will have dismissals innumerable; but
return us and there will be nothing of
the kind.”

I wish the Premier would give me his new
name for dismissals. He sayvs there are no
dismissals. He has a pet name for them.

The PremMIEr: Here it is. Mr. Barwell
said in South Australia that the Nationalists
will retrench.

[11 Avgusm.]
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: You notice how
successful the hon. gentleman is in trying te
sidetrack. ‘There 15 this difference: the
Premier of South Australia went to the
country and said he was going to retrench.

The PrEMIER : Is that your policy?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No. Mr. Barwell
said he was going to retrench, and he was
returned on that policy. Nearly all the
planks of this Government have gone by the
board. What is the position to-day with
regard to the conduct of the Government
in connection with workers’ dwellings? That
has to do with finance. During the recess
T went with two returned soldiers from
Manly who wanted some assistance to go on

a farm. They had 8400 or £500 in their
pockets. What was the answer given to
them ? *“ Our instructions are that there are

no advances to be made, but if you come
after the 1st of July we might be able to do
scmething for you.”

The TrEASURER: Did you want me to tell
them a lie?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No. I want to
say that to-day the Government are unable
to help them to get workers’ dwellings.

The TREASURER: We spent more last year
than you spent in any year. I will give you
the figures.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: A great deal of
the unemployment has been caused by the
ineptitude of the Government in that parti-
cular regard. I would like to find out some-
thing from the Treasurer with regard to the
maturing  loans. If the columns of
‘“ Hansard ” when the hon. gentlemen were
in Opposition could be perused, and when cer-
tain loans were maturing which Mr. Denham,
the late Premier, arranged for, they would find
their cry all through was, “ What are you
going to do with the maturing loans?”
Something was done. I would like to know
whether the Government are going to get a
temporary loan from the Bank of England
to tide them over?

The TREASURER :
them.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The owners of
stock are very difficult to find in the old
c}oluntry7 and the hon. gentleman should know
that.

The TrEASURER: They cannot be found,
because your crowd have got them tied up
in the bag.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
men’s crowd have so tied up the affairs of
Queensland, - that Queensland to-day 1is
hobbled.

The TrEASURER: You are always crying
“ stinking fish.”

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am sorry to say
that, apparently, the hon. gentleman thought
that some fish 1n which he was engaged was
not a payable proposition, and knocked it
down. There was a good deal of stink then.
What is the use of the hon. gentleman try-
ing to sidetrack a big public matter? There
are £24,000,000 or £25,000.000 of loan money
maturing in the years 1922, 1924, and 1926.
Is that a small detail which this State is to
sit down and take no notice of? The hon.
gentleman knows that in 1924, £12,000,000 of
loan money matures.

The TrEASURER: We have to arrange in
January for £1,000,000 worth of Treasury
bills due to deficits for which your Govern-
ment were responsible.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

We  will have to renew
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is very unhappy in his interjection.
I was Treasurer for a number of years, and
I had a credit balance every year. In 1915
a circular was issued which was signed by
the hon. gentleman and the Premier with
regard to finance, but the deficits of this
Government were greater in three or four
years than our deficits in ten or fifteen years.

The TREASURER: As Treasurer, I have had
a surplus cach time.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I draw the hon.
gentleman’s attention tc one way in which
surpluses are created., According to the
“ Telegraph ” of 2nd August last, the expen-
diture in the Public Works Department for
1920 was £15,967, whilst tho expenditure for
July of the present financial year was
£99,636. But one time the Government
delibcratoly—~1 believe it was when the hon.
gentleman was Secretary for Railways—held
back certain payments that were due in June
in order to crcate a surplus.

The TressURER: That is untrue,
think deliberately untrue.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: I accept the hon.
gentleman’s figures; but I accepted the
figures quoted 1n such a respectable journal
as the ¢ Telegraph.”” But wherever you look
you find evidence of the greatest incom-
petency. The trouble the Government are in
with regard to unemployment is that their
friends, and not the genuine workers, have
been gnen Government positions, and the
genuine workers have been put out or have
been reduced.

The TrEASURER: Those figures you have
quoted about the VVorks Department are
deliberately “ framed up.”” The figures for
last year were £15,967, and for this year
£15,400.

HON.

and I

W. H. BARNES: I accepted the
figures appearing in a reputable journal
like the ‘¢ Telegraph,” but I would like
to suggest that the figures which the hon.
gentleman has given may be very much in
kecping with some other figures that he has
given. Before I sit down I urge the Govern-
ment, if they are allowed to retain office,
to give cousideration to ths needs of this
great State, and to make it possible for men
to assist in developing it. I would like to
ask what is going to be the attitude of the
Government in regard to the acquisition of
the Brisbane trams. We all know that the
city of Brisbane is spreading out, and, as
the result of settlement in various suburbs,
the people are calling out for an extension
of the tram service. On the one hand the
Brisbane Tramways Company say they will
not do anything because their position is
inseruve, and on the other hand the Govern-
ment have failed to complete any arrange-
ments with the Tramways Company.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Read the
Governor’s Speech.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I did read it. a=d
I notice that it is splendidly padded from
beginning to end. The Government could
see that their supporters were losing con-
fidence in ther, and that was why they had
to pad the Speech, but the Government will
find that it will not help them when they go
before the electors later on.

Hown. J. G. APPEL (Albert): This is one
of the few occasions when members have an
opportunity of dlscussmg grievances before
Supply, and, in view of the fact that the
finances of this State have got into an awful
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muddle owing to the actions of the Govern-
ment, I think it is only right th-t we shonld
draw attention to the ad:.ainistration of tie
Government during the past twelve mo:ths.
Certain members sitting behind the Govern-
ment are treating this matter with a certain
amount of levity. I said certain members
sitting behind the Governmeut treatcd this
matter with levity, although seme of their
clectors are unfortunate enough to be walking
about in a state of starvation. That, lLiow-
ever, does not trouble certain members. I
think the position is a most sericus one

and we as an Opposition are simply asking
for information. Tn view of the u: fultulldt"
position of the State finances owing to the
ineptitude of the present Administration we
desire to know if the loan of £3,000,000 which
the Government are asking for will be
squandered by the Government in the same
way as they have squandered moncy in the
past. Will the Government continue to spend

money on ‘‘ wild cat’’ enterprises?

The TREASURER: Name onec.

How. J. G. APPEL: The fishing industry,
for example, and the ‘‘Bar-ca-mul” We
know that from £8,000 to £10.000 was spent
on the * Bar-ea-mul” last ycar, and the
return for twelve months amounted to only
£800. If the Government had not interfered
with private enterprise, and had allowed
other suins of money to be legitimately
expended in the ordinary course of private
business, then men would not be ¢ deflated”
to-day—to quote the expression used by the
Premier. I do not know whether it soothes
tha feelings of those unfortunate men to be
told that they were not sacked, or dismissed,

but were simply ¢ deflated.” (Oppo,mon
taughter.) The effect is just the same. Last
vear the Government received the largest

revenue ever  reccived by a Government in
tha history of the State, and, if that money
had heen spent in the way if should have
been spent, it would not have been neccssary
for any men to be ¢ deflated” in the railway
service and in other branches of the s~rvice,
and be cast out without an epportu~itv of
obtaining empleyment elsewhere. So far as
the 1ax1wav service is concerned we know
that the service to-dav is worse than it has
ever been in the annals of the S*ate. We
have a reduced service now with increased
fares and freights. I notiea in the Speech
that the Government take credit for having
built a number of wagons. Fanecy. they
actually built some wazon=! {Dpposition
laughter.) They say nothing in the Speech
about the deplorable condition of the engines
and ahout tubes continually hlowing out.
The Government do not sav anvthing ahout
the railway plant not being attended to
for years, and we hear noth'ne about the
railway stations and railway bnllﬂmvs which
are absolutely bare of paint. Tt is our dutv
to draw the attention of the Government to
these matters. althcueh it may be like pour-
ing water on a duck’s back. Then we have
what might be termed the traredv of the
Metropolitan Water Suvply and Sewerare
Board. Some vears agn I drow attention
to certain facts in connection with the onera-
tions of that board and thev were denied.
In fact, I was told that action wowld he
taken against mveelf if T made such a state-
ment outside this Chamber. The fact resaning
that certain fhings were taking place but
they were hidden, and to-day we find that
the Government. who backed up the Water
and Sewerage Board on that occasion, are
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not now prepared to find the necessary
funds to carry out that important work.

The TReASURER: We gave them £400,000
last year—twice as much as they got from
you in any one year.

Iox. J. G. APPEL: At any
Government do not give them
meney to enable them to carry on their
operations. Tf the Government had only
directe:] the affairs of the State in the same
businesslike way as the Administration of
which 1T was a member, the position in
Queensland would be a good deal better than
it is to-day. There would not be the dis-
missals from the State service that have
taken place under the present Government,
and there would not be the excessive taxation
which has been imposed on the unfortunate
taxpayers of Queensland. Surely there are
some business men on the Government side
of the Iouse, and surely they must realise
that, owing to the excessive taxation, certain
‘ndustries in the State are not in the pros
perous condition that they ought to be.
TUnder different circumstances those industries
would be affording employment to a large
number of workers, whereas now they are
compelled to dispense with their hands.
There are manufacturing firms in Brisbane
who employ, perhaps, twenty or thirty men
each in normal times, but, owing to the
nialadministration of the present Government,
they can only employ three or four men.

Mr. CorLins: That was brought about by
the war.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
shows absolute ignorance on the subject. It
is the maladministration of the Government
that has brought about the unemployment
in Queensland to-dav. We know that the
Treasurer will not advance the local authori-
%ies the amount of money they are asking
or. .

The TrREASURER: Last ycar we gave them
£685.C00. which is two and a-half times more
than you gave them in any one year.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The fact remains that
vou do not give them all theyv ask for, because
I know they are making frequent requests
from the Treasury Department. Practically
on every occasion, with one or two exceptions,
apparently nolitical, when an application is
made for a loan, no matter for what reason,
the application is turned down.

The TREASURER: You could not expect the
Government to give vou an advance for that
silly bridge you asked for.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I never asked for any
bridge at all.- T believe the hon. member

- suggested thrre should be a bridge there so
that he could move it down to the Tweed
Head«. (Laughter.) Let the hon. gentleman
take this to heart that, having before them
the maladreit, inept way in which the present
Government have administered the finances

of the State. something like 95

[5 p.m.]

thet a similar type of man should
not represent them upon the local authorities
of Queensland. Have we not every reason
to place before the electors of the State
matters which come under our notice in the
administration of a Government who ask for
large sums of money without giving the
House anv particulars of the way in which
they pronecse to snend it, especially having
tho knowl!rdeer thot thev have misdirected the
revenues of the State in such a manner that
they have caused the amount of unemploy-

1921—>b

rate, the
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ment and distress that exist in Queensland
to-day? Perhaps the hon. gentleman will
say that they do not exist—that unfortunate
women and children are not in a state of
practical starvation, yet it is unhappily the
fact that the finances are in such a serious
condition that unfortunate widows are receiv-
ing notifications to this effect—

“Qwing to improvements in your con-
dition the amount you are reeeiving for
your child is to be discontinued.”

And there is no appeal. These are matters
which it is the duty of every hon. member
to bring before the notice of the Government,
appealing to their bowels of mercy in the
case of unfortunate widows and little chil-
dren, and asking them whether it would not
be far better to start, not with the poorest
paid man, but at the top of the tree. What
did Sir Robert Philp—the man who is per-
sistently abused by men sitting opposite,
some of whom are not fit to lick his boots,
politically, of course—do when the revenues
of the State fell? He started at the top
and reduced the salaries of Ministers. What
did this Government do when unfortunate
men were walking about the streets, with
their women and children starving at home?
They increased their own salaries.

The TrEASURER: You took your money, too.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They talk about the
wage slaves and the wage servants! That is
the way in which they themselves are reduc-
ing them to starvation. I do not know
whether it is true or not, but even in that
organ—it is not a newspaper—which repre-
sents the Labour party, we read that a
deputation of these unfortunate men was
unable to obtain an interview with the
Minister. Evidently he keeps the hinges of
the back door of his office very well oiled.
(Laughter.) There has been an absolutely
unnecessary increase in the number of Minis-
ters, and there is in the party a sufficient
number of supporters of the Administration
either in office or receiving fees outside of
office to secure to the Ministry a majority in
their own parliamentary caucus.

The TREASGRER: Your party tried to buy
some of them.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The Country party?

The TREASURER: Yes, the alleged Country

party.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Treasurer is
talking about buying men. He knows a lot
about buying men. (Laughter.)

The TREASURER: Yes, you tried to buy
some of our party.

The SPEAKER: COrder!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: : I shonld be sorry
to think there were in this House any men
who could be hought and sold. but appnarently
the hon. member has cast the slur on some
of his own supporters that thev are willing
to consider offers of being purchased.

The TREASURER: I said you tried to buy
them. You are trying now to buy them.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: The present Adminis-
tration are seeking every possibic means of
obtaining money. There are the Golden
Caskets. I quite admit that I take a chance
occasionally, but when the State enters upon
a course of legitimised gambling it is bad
for the State. I would Iike to know where
the funds of these caskets are. I understand
the Administration are holding anvthing
betwsen £60.000 and £70.000 as a result of
this legalised gambling. Does that form part
of the hon. member’s surplus?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Hon. 7 G. Apwoel.]
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fIon. J. G. APPEL: In casting round for
means of extracting more and more money
out of the pockets of the unfortunate tax-
payers of the State, the Government have—I
believe illegally——imposed greater fees on
transactions in the Titles Office. Why did
not these men who cried out that there
should be economy take advantage of the
knowledge of the hon. member for Brisbhane
—the railway expert who stated that £250,000
could be saved to the Railway Department—
the ¢ gone millions department”’—instead of
extracling these increased fees?  Under
former Administrations an agreement to sell
land on terms carried a stamp duty of half-a-
crown, and the total amount of duty was due
only when the payments were complete.
That did not suit the hon. member, who
came to the conclusion that they might be
out of office when the payments were com-
plete, and so imposed on men who are
strugghn(r to make a start the hardship of
paying the whole sum when the agrecment
is made. Then, at one tlme stamp duty was
not charged on what is called a letter of
escrow. 'To- day the Government are actually
charging stamp duty on that letter, lodged
with the bank which holds the different titles
on behalf of the vendor and the purchaser.
Despite the enormous revenue they are
receiving—the largest ever received in
the State of Queensland—and despite
the fact that they say that they are
economising, we find by every quarterly
statement that the expenditure is increas-
ing at a greater rate than the revenue.
Vet thousands of unfortunate men are being

“ deflated” from the public service, and
cast out practically to starve. To—day the
relief rations amount to something like

£100,000 per annum. The unfortunate thing
is that it is having the effect of pauperising
men who do not desire to receive rations
without working for them, Tt is having the
effect of creating practically professional
beggars, who go round from one police
station to another. At Beenleigh they will
receive rations, then go to the Coomera—
only a few miles off—and receive rations
there, then go to Southport—a few miles off —
and receive rations there, double back to
Nerang and receive rations there, and from
there go to Tallebudgera—a few miles further
off—and receive rations there. Is that a
policy which is going to assist those mem-
bers of the community so feclingly referred to
on different oecasions by the hon. member
for Bowen as “slaves’” and “ wage serfs’’?
Is it going to uplift them? All the admin-
istration and legislation of the present
occupants of the Treasury benches has had
the effect of lowering those members of the
community whom the Opposition have striven
consistently to uplift, and whose condition we
desire to see bettered. It is all very well
for hon. members opposite to profess to be
the only men who desire to see the improve-
ment of this unfortunate class. They are
sitting in luxury. They are not feeling the
pinch of starvation. They have not to walk
the streets not knowing where they are
going to obtain rations to feed their unfor-
tunate families. Is it proposed by the pre-
sent Administration to adopt a different line
of action, and to practise that economy which
will place them in the position of not having
to dispense with the services of the lower-
paid members of the public service, and
which will enable them to take from the
ranks of the unemployed a large number of
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men by creating in the Government of the
State that confidence which the present
Administration have absolutely lost? They
have been weighed and found wanting. It
docs not matter what department of the
State’s activity you inquire into, you will
find there is plactlcallv S‘cagt‘atlon Take
our system of State education. In our
countrv districts, where children frequently
have to go many miles to school, while there
was money avatlable to pay for two extra
Ministers, it was not available to erect a
little veranda in order that the children
might have a little shade in summer. Surely,
these things must come under the rotice of
hon. members opposite! Surely, they must
realise that the line which they have taken,
and are taking, is not for the advancement
of the State and the prosperity of its people.
We know that amongst them are most worthy
men. How is it that they have become so
warped politically that they cannot see the
dangerous path they have bcen treading,
and that, if confidence is to be restored, if we
are to advance, if the interests of the unfor-
tunate members of the community are to be
safeguarded, some different line must be
adopted? If they do realize it, why do
they not adopt a different policy? It sur-
priscs me that hon. gentlemen cannot realise
the mad. political course on which they have
embarked, the chaos which ther have caused
in the finances of the Stute, and the fact that.
owing to the exactions ther have made, and
which have reached breaking point, indus-
tries have been abandoned,” and are heing
abandoned. When hon. members opposite
sat on the Opposition benches they criticised
the Governinent of which I had the honour to
be a msmber. When we met the House
in the first week in July or the last week in
Juune they cried out that Parliament should

have been called together in May. They
have out-Hercded Herod. There i1s not a
thing they could have mishandled which

they have not mishandled. There is a gencral
feeling of anxiety which does not permit of
persons embarking on enterprises which
would afford employment for large numbers
of men. It would be far better 1f we could
cast aside some of our partisan feeling and
unite in a policy of legitimate and equitable
economy whereby the taxation might be
lessened and confidence restored, and, with
a restoration of confidence, the prosperxty
and advancement of the people of the State
assurnd.

Mr. BRENNAN (Poowoombs): The
greatest sympathy for the unemployed exists
on this side of the House. We have listened
this afternoon to speeches by members of the
Opposition. The workers had an oppor-
tunity of judging them when they were in
a better condition than we are to-day, and
had not to face the extreme difficulties which
we have to face owing to the financial crisis
which exists throughout the world. We
know what they did with the unemployed
at that time. This Government are facing
an issue brought about by the conduct of
our opponents in sending certain people
abroad. In spite of all that, this side of
the House is standing up, and intends to
stand up, to its obligations. If the workers
are led astray by the promises of the capital-
istic class, it is the workers’ funeral. They
n.ay defeat us, but they will beat them-
selves. The hon. member for Albert spoke
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abcut the unfortunate men who are out of
work. The only time hon, members opposite
trust the people is when the people give
them a majority vote. When the people
vote according to the way they should vote,
hon. members oppesite say they should not
be trusted. If the people vote againsg their
own welfare, they say they should be
trusted. Let me quote from ¢ Hansard” of
1920, page 520. on the Local Authorities Acts
Amendment Bill. The Hon. J. G. Appel

said

“ I1e proposed to support the amend-
ment 7’

It was an amendment to defeat the Bill—

‘“He had been a landlord, and had
always given the local authority vote
to those who cceupied his premises. Hon.
members opposite tallked about the man
with the swag on his back. who had
blazed the trail and devoloned the State,
but ho had been to a certain extent a
parasite on the State.”’

Later on the hon. member said—

“Not one member sitting on his side
of the House was opposed to that pro-
position, hecause, more or lesz, those
people contributed to the funds of the
particular local authority. But to say
that the parasite of the community—tha
criminal scum of Queensland—were to
exercise a controlling influecnce in the
election of representatives to local autho-
ritics was absolut#ly opposed to democ-
racy and to the seftle:nent and develop-
meut of this fair State.”

Hon. J. G. ArrEL: And they are your
supporters, too. The criminals support the
Government. I say it again.

Mr. BRENNAN: The people of Queens-
land must appreciate the hypocrisy of men
of the class of the hon. memb:r who called
the men who blazed the trail parasites and
criminal scum, The men who go o South:
port for rations arc parasites, according
to the hon. member for Albert. The people
must know that these men are not sincere

when they profess sympathy for those who
are out of work.

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): I think it is rather
fortunate that I should follow the hon. mem.-
ber for Toowoomba, especially as he has
referred to a delegation which went home
from Queensland for purposes best known
to themselves. *We find the hon. member for
Toowoomba reiterating the statement which
has been denied in this House time and time
again, that the delegation had any support
from this side of the House. Ife persists in
reiterating and emphasising that this delega-
tion wss responsible for the evils which
Queensland is labouring under at the present

time. I want to quote in rebuttal of that the
signed statement of the Hon. Lewis

McDonald, the sceretary of the Labour parts,
and a man whom the hon. member for
Toowoomba dare not contradict. (Govern-
ment laughter.) This is what the Hon. Lewis
McDona'd says—

‘“The Torles hoped and prayed for the

success of the malignant mission, but it
failed lamenrtably.”

He holds the opinicn that the mission failed
lamentably, and we have the hon. member
for Toowoomba coming to an intelligent
House like this and asking us to take his
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word in preference to that of the secrctary
of the Labour party. Any important document.

which comes from the Government,
£.30 p.m.] side of the House is signed by

their official secretary, and it
carries the weight of the party behind it; and
even the Premier dare net deny the fact. No
sensible man or woman in the community
believes a statement by a man who males
random statements of this description. When
hon. members opposite go on to the public
1latform they say, ** Our credit has not been
impaired; look at what the Hon. Lewis
McDonald has said,”” and when they come
into this House they say, * Our credit is im-
paired.” The hon. member for Toowoomba
must be more correct in his statements, if
he hiopes to visit this House after the next
cleetion. The Premier said that Mr. Bar-
well, the Premier of South Ausiralia, said
that the Liberal Government would retrench.
But the I’remier of South Australia, who
is a Liberal Premier, went to the country
with that as a part of his policy. FHe told
the country that he would retrench, and the
country returned -him with a majority, and
to-day he is Premier of South Australia, so
that there is nothing underhand about that.
The Premier of South Australia was honest,
and said that they were going to do it.
But let me refer to the Queensland Govern-
ment party. Here is another pamphlet issued
by them—

“The increased expenditure could nct
be avoided nxeept by starving the depart-
ments, retrenching the public service.
. . . That is the Tory policy, but it
is not the Labour policy. L

The difference between the statement made
by the Premier of South Australia and the
statement made by the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site 1s that the Premier of South Australia
was not bound by any unseen hand behind
the threne, but he made a statement on
behalf of his Government and was e¢lected.
Gu the other hand, the people sitting on the
Governmnent side of this House made a state-
ment which now proves that they were either
insincere or clse they were endeavouring to
deceive the people. I would like to ask what
the statement made by Mr. Barwell has to
do with the condition of affairs in Queens-
land? If the Government contend that it
has somecthing to do with the affairs of
Queensiand, then I claim that the affairs of
Russia have somcthing to do with Queens-
land, because there are hon. members on
the other side, to say nothing of their
official organs, who advocate Bolshevism.
If the Government were honest, they would
vacate office rather than sacrifice their prin-
ciples. I have a cutting here taken from a
journal depicting a worker with fallen head
coming home to his wife and family, and
with sorrow in his face telling them that
he has besn unable to find employment, and
there vou sce a dejected family, Why?
Was it because the State did not afford
opportunity ?  No; the State has been so

badly managed that thers is no work for
them to de.

Mr. Coruins: All brought about by the
war.

Mr. FRY : Then we have this very impor-
tant document, ‘ The Unemployed Clarion.”
1 do not know whether unemployment has
caused the Premier a moment’s unrest. I think.
unemployment is due to the fact that the
Government have been prodded behind by the

Mr. Fry.]
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extreme element. I am unwilling to believe
that the gentlemen sitting on the Govern-
ment benches would of their own free will
and accord allow Queensland to drift into
the condition it is in to-day; but we know
very well that the extremists in the party
supporting them are too strong for them.
They have been devoting their attent’ons to
discrediting private enterprise with the cbject
of building up State cnterprises in their
places. We are informed in the book
“Socialism at Work,” which was issued by
the Government, that State cnterprises were
embarked upon with the object of making
a profit for the people. To-day we arc faccd
with very great losses on those undertakings.
The Government have found that trading
has not been in the iutere:ts of profit-malk-
ing. This is what the Secretary for Mincs
said, according to the ¢ Daily Standard,”
with reference to clesing down the State coal
mine at Baralaba:—

“Mr. Jones, in the course of an inter-
view to-day, said that in hiz opinion
State enterprises depended upon then
getting a fair deal from the men engaged
therein, The men at Baralaba had de-
cided, he understcod, to limit their outpus
to 24 tons per man per day. At the rates
being paid, the cost of the production
was 17s. 6d. per ton, aund the price
obtained for the 120 tons produced per
day was 14s. 9d. per ton. He was not
going to be the fool emplayer, and let
1t go out to the world that they were
working an 8-foot seam of coal, and
putting it on the trucks at a loss of 2s.
9d. per ton.”

The Government declared themselves to be
socialistic in all their undertakings as dis-
<closed in the book called  Socialism at
Work.”” One thing that has prevented the
Government from making a success of all
their socialistic enterprises is that they have
failed to master the very moot problem of
human nature. The Government have not
been able to mould men like a machine to
do their bidding. The Bolshevists have
failed to do it in Russia, and they will
always fail to do it where socialistic enter-

prises are undertaken. TLook at Russia
to-day. It is nothing but devastation and
ruin. just because they tried to make
machines of the men, instead of dealing

with the human clement. We know that the
Maker of all mankind has placed in every
man certain qualities t6 encourage him to
propel himself forward and make every
advancement possible for himself. Anyone
who tries to alter that is sure to fail, just
as they failed in Russia, We know that
when a union is formed all the members
start level, but eventually they appoint one
man as secretary, and straight away that
greretary wants to oust a Minister out of his
job. and get it for himself. That is human
nature.  Before the Government talk about
 Socialism at Work.,” they will have to
deal with the human element as it exists
to-dav. It is a pity that we have numbers
of people walking about our strects to-day
starving and hungry. It is all because of
the socialistic enterprises of the Government,
and because you cannot expect men to be
servile to the dictates of a machine.

Mr. HARTLEY: You stated just now that
the Baralaba mine showed a loss, but, as
a matter of fact, it shows a profit.

Mr. FRY : I quoted from the statement of
the Minister for Mines. I might refer to a
iplendid speech delivered by the Premier,

[Mr. Fry.
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Mr. Theodore, in Melbourne, when he used
these words—

“ There was evident in the Labour
movement an exotic growth that, if per-
mitted to remain, would destroy the
movement, and render ineffective the
splendid work of a quarter of a century.
He referred to the poison known as
ILW.Wism. (Uproar.) Great advantages
for workers had been won by evolu-
tionary means, and now these traitors
to their class preached revolution, with
or without bloodshed, and were endea-
vouring to embroil the Labour and union
movements in that foolhardy policy.
They were prepared to throw over arbi-
tration awards. They preached revolu-
ticn, sabotage, and bloodshed to gain
what the workers could take by consti-
tutional means any moment they cared
to exercise their vote. (Applause and
dissent.) The I.W.W’ites were the worst
encmies of Labour.”

T give the Premier credit for making such
a sensible speech, but I blame him for not
standing up like a man for what he considers
to be his principles. If the Premier had
stood up to his principles, and if the Govern-
ment to-day had a free hand, Queensland
would not have reached the verge of bank-
ruptey.  Queensland is often referred to as
the “ Queen State’” of the Commonwealth,
and, if it were properly governed, it would
be the wealthiest State of the Commonwealth.
Queensland is studded with wealth from
north to south and east to west, and we could
maintain millions of people if we had proper
government here. 1f Qucensland were given
the opportunity of proper development our
primary industries would benefit, and the
manufacturing industry in the large centres
would also prosper. It would be much better
to manufacture fromm our raw material in
our own State, instead of exporting the raw
materials and importing the articie in its
manufactured state. We have all the oppor-
tunities in Queensland to make this State the
brightest gem in the British Empire, if we
only had proper management. If we had
a (Government that considered the needs of
the State above the requirements of party
it would be better for the State in every
way. The present Government, however,
cannot risc above party, otherwise we would
have a sound develcpmental policy for this
country. I will show what the inevitable
result of the policy of the Government is
going to be by quoting from an article on
Russia, written by a supporter of the Govern-
ment policy.

The SPEAKER : Order! I hope the hon.
gentleman will conncet his remarks with the
question before the House.

Mr. FRY: I will do that, and I will
show the result of Bolshevism in Russia
to-day. Tt says in this article which I have

in my hand, referring to Russia—

“ Wverybody is in need of clothing.
Most of the pcople are without boots
and shoes. The hospitals need linen,
medicines, and disinfectants. The schools
are short of books, desks, pens, and
pencils. The peasants lack machinery.
There is a universal scarcity of fuel.

“In Russia there is also conscription
of labour. All but the old and infirm
must work. The eight-hour day is a
myth., They work twelve or sixteen
hours. They are obliged to undertake
work chosen for them. Their wages are
fixed for them. They must go where they
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are sent. They may not leave their work
without permission. If ill; soldiers visit
the home to discover if it is a genuine
case. They may not travel on the railway
without a pass. They cannot buy anything
with a permit from the authorities. They
must purchase most things at the Soviet
stores; the others have been clused.”

The SPEAXER: Order! I cannot allow
the hon. gentleman to quote long extracts
out of a journal. He can quote any remarks
which have any bearing on the question, but
he cannot read lengthy extracts from any
journal.

Mr. FRY: I am quoting from a report
made by Mrs. Philip Snowden, who has been
known for years as being just as extreme a
socialist as her husband, the Labour M.P. in
Engiand., She went to Russia to find out
for herself the state of things that existed
therc. The Premier quoted South Australia,
and I wish to quote Russia. After Mrs.
Snowden went to Russia she came back dis-
gusted with the state of things she found
there, and she advised the workers of Great
Britain to have nothing to do with them.

I hope that the people of Queensland will
bhave nothing to do with Bolshevism in any
shape or form, and that they will take the
advice of those Britishers who have bcen
to Russia and who have seen the awfyl
consequence of this form of Government,
rather than the advice of the theorists who
are sitting as a junta behind the Government.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): 1 recog-
nisc that the vote for Supply has to be
passed in order to carry om the services of
the State, but I do not consider it is right
for the Government to come down at the
cleventh and three-quarter hour, as it were,
and rush thrcugh Supply in this way. It
seems to me to be the invariable custom to
rush Supply through in one day, and we do
not get sufficient time to discuss all the
matters that we wish to refer to. If we were
to discuss all the questions that arise under
Supply, it would take us more like three
months, whereas we have to put it through
in one day. One great weakness in con-
nection with the Government, is that
they have no foresight., They cannot look
ahead. They embark upon schemes without
knowing what will be the outcome of them,
and they do not seem to know what will be
the result of their ventures. Hon. members
will remember that in 1915 the Government
came in with their great policy of cheap
food for the people.” They got all their
State enterprises under way, and heralded
them abroad through the little book called
“ Socialism at Work.” This wasg circulated
throughout the United Kingdom, and by
various pictures and artieles they endeavoured
to show the people that their socialistic
endeavours were successful, and that they
were giving cheap food to the people of
Queensland. Not onc of the State enter-
prises has been a suceess. They have all

been a calamitous failure, and

{7 p.m.] the Government to-day should

bow their heads in humiliation at
having in their self-confidence and inexperi-
ence landed the State in such a quagmire of
disaster as we see to-day. If the people had
been told the truth in the election of 1918,
or at the last election, instead of the mis-
leading statements and half-truths which were
made, the Government would never have
got back to power. It is only now that the
people are realising the mismanagement of
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the Government, and we shall see a very
different state of affairs when the Govern-
ment next go to the polls. I wish to deal with
some of the State enterprises, the indirect
loss on which is far greater than the direct
loss, owing to the confidence which has been
destroyed in the State; but the loss we can
actually see is also tremendous. The Govern-
ment bought the State stations, ostensibly to
give cheap meat to the people, yet they
bought the stations in the most inaccessible
parts of the State—in the Cape York Penin-
sula and all round the Gulf country—from
which they could not market the beef in the
large cities and towns of Queensland. If they
were going to give cheap meat to the people,
why did they go to the uttermost parts of the
State to buy the stations? That showed either
gross negligence, or great incapacity, or
when they came to buy the stations they
had forgotten. their mission and were
actuated by some other motive. They were
going to give cheap meat to the people,
and yet they bought stations at tremendous
prices, No private individual has ever paid
anything like the prices which the Govern-
ment paid for these stations. How could
the Government give cheap meat to the
people when they paid such fabulous prices
for the stations? They bought the stations
from some of the wealthiest men in the
community. They talk about profiteers,
and yet there is no ome in Queensland
who has reaped more advant.age to-day
than the vendors of these stations to the
Government. The Government may have
supplied from those stations 5 per cent. of
the meat to the State butchers’ shops. They
have been supplying the shops with meat
obtained under forced contracts with the
meat companies. The Government pald
tremendous prices for the cattle stations even
when prices were high. I remember being
in the North when the first purchases were
made, and the people were absolutely stag-
gered. The whole pastoral industry was
demoralised. Sinee then a change has come
over the scene, and there has been an enor-
mous fall in the value of stock. The
hominal loss to-day on the State stations
which were bought at £1.300,000 is something
like ££00.000. Who pays this loss? Feople
may #ay that it is gone and done with—that
it is finished ; but 1t is not. About £800.000
of the purchase money has not yet been
paid; it is owing in debentures due about
1928. We shall have to meet them then,
and, if cattle do not go up in value, we
shall have to pay for something that does
not exist. Our children and our children’s
children will each year out of the revenue of
the State have to find money to pay the
interest on debentures issued on those enter-
prises of the Government which have entailed
such an encrmous loss. How can any Sate
carry on under such circumstances? We have
been built up on a wonderfully sound founda-
tion, otherwise the State could not stand the
maladministration and lack of judgment dis-
played by the Government. In a vear’s time
we shall feel more than we do .to-day the
burden of these State enterprises. The
Government know that they have been‘ atro-
cious failures, and they would be very pleased
to-day to give up the reins of Government. I
want to deal with the Auditor-General’s report
on the State stations, according to which they
show a profit of £25,000. In that profit of
£25,000 they include a sale of 14.000 odd cattle
in the accounts for last financial year,

Mr. Fletcher.)
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although the sale was not made till 15th
November. But that did not bring the profit
up enough, and they went further and inflated
the value of the cattle. Notwithstanding
that a great fall in the value of stock was
looming, they increased the value of 187,000
cattle by 8s. 1d. per head, or something over
£70,000. They went further than that. They
altered the allowance for deaths from 10 per
cent. to 5 per cent., so as to improve the
profit.  Then there were a lot of surplus
stores on another station, 'which was a
walk-in walk-out sale, which they credited,
after twelve months, to inflate the profit.
It all shows that the profit on the State
stations shown as £25,000 was in reality a
loss of over £130,000. If that balance-sheet
was submitted to the public by a company,
the directors would be thrown out of office, and
they would probably be sued and put in gaol.
OpposITION MENMBERS: Hcear, hear!

Mr. FLETCHER : What can we think of
the Government, which should be an example
to others, coming forward and passing a
balance-sheet like that, and trving to mislead
the people into the belief that the stations are
profitable? The whole of the State enter-
prises are very much the same Not one of
them has been a success, and it is awful to
think that posterity has to carrv the burden
of debt which this Government has piled up.
I would not cure if the Government spent
£10.000,000 every vear, if it was well spent
and productive: but. if we go on as we are
doing, our financial status will break down;
it cannot possibly eontinue with such a load.
Wi have not felt the full effect of the stress
vet: therc is more to come. You can feel
it in every direction. Day lzhour in some
thines may be all right. bt to follow it
rromiscuously in all our dealings is madness.
Censider the enormous waste involved in the
censtruction of our schools—waste, not Ly
paying big wages. but by the disorganisa-
tion that ensuzs through Government work
on small jobs, Contractors could do the
work for from 40 per cent. to 50 per cent.
less, and do it better. The waste has been
so great that it would have sufficed to build
all the schools now required in Queensland.
{Government laughter.) The Government,
shortsightedly, have built little schools in
growing country districts—I could name four
or five In my own electorate-—which are too
small in two or three years. Tt is wonderful
that the Government have continned so long.
because they have misrepresented things to
the people, who now, by uecessity, are begin-
ning to realise what they ought to have been
told. I believe that people should be ingenu-
ous, and tell the actual truth; but at election
tim> we hear the old cry that any old thing
will do; any lies may be told; and the
consequence is that the electors do not know
what to believe; and, when a man comes
along and tells them the truth, they think
it i» a lie the same as the others.

I want to say a few words now about Mount
Morgan, because cvery day that goes by the
calamity continues. It is beyond the compre-
hension of man that such a position should
centinue, with all its attendant unemploy-
ment and suffering, and I am quite sure
that, if the ngitators had kept out of the
way, the ballot would have gone in favour
of work. It is ridiculous to think that they
are to wait for work until copper advances
in price to such a point as will enable the
company to pay the ald rate of wages. It
is ar: outrage on our civilisation
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Mr. Hartiey: They had a profit ol
£400,000, with the reserve fund, in the last
balance-shect.

Mr. FLETCHER : The hon. member does
not know what hc is talking about. If he
wants to debate Mount Morgan, let him come
on the public platform with me. The hon.
member for Mount Morgan made, through
the Press, a very clever and ingenious
statement; but it was not very ingenuous.
The Premier, instead of doing what he knew
was the right thing. looked on passively,
and took no action—just as he did in con-
nection with the strikes at Townsville, when
morths and months of work, and probably
hundreds of thousands of pounds, were lost
to the country. The Arbitration Court did
exactly the same, It told the men what
they ought to do, but, although it had
increased the wages when .times were pros-
percus, it took mo action whatsoever when
there was a decline in metals. It was abso-
lutely wrong; it should have made a fresh
award for Mount Morgan, and dealt cour-
ageously with the position. As I said last
session, I believe in arbitration, and the
arbitration judges should be the highest men
in the land. They carry a tremendous
responsilility, and, unless they live up to it,
arbitration is going to be a failure.

Mr, Dasu: The Court fixed the wage. Why
should the men accept a reduction?

Mr., FLETCHER : The hon. member does
not know anything about it. The time will
come when the hon. member for Mount
Morgan will have to face the electors, and
wo shall sce what they think of his judg-
ment. And the pesition affects not only
Mcunt Morgan, but the whole of Queensland.
ir my district, for instance, you will sce
heaps of timber for use at Mount Morgan,
but the owners arc unable to get it through
and get their money, and the consequence
is that there is unemployment. On the other
hand, lot us Jook at the position of Chillagoe,
in regard to which the Secretary for Mines
has made some of the most ridiculous and
irresponsible statements I have ever heard.
Wken the Chillagoe and Etheridge Railways
Bill was before this House, the Premier
suid unequivocally on two occasions that the
Chillagoe mines and smelters would not be
worked wunléss they could pay for them-
sclves—that they would only be run as a
business proposition, and, if they could not
pray their waz, they would be closed down
just as any other business concern—they
would not be subsidised. The very next
moment he does the very reverse:; his mind
raust be a jumble of contradictions. The
consequence is that to-day the Chillagoe
mines are paving the old award wages, and
losing probably £2C to £25 on every ton
of copper produced, and storing it until
the price has advanced. It may not advance
for a hundred vears. (Government lavghter.)
IHon. members may well laugh, but they
must remember that copper is £72 per ton,
and it is a fine price. I do not say that
wages have to come below the cost of living,
but the cost of living must come down with
the drop in wages. In passing, I might say
that T did not notice that the hon. member
for Mount Morgan made mention of the fact
that they had at Mount Morgan a co-opera-
tive store which provides the miners with
groceries and similar things at 15 per cent.
bclow what the cutside public have to pay.
The State cannot stand such unbusinesslike
proceedings as we sce at Chillagoe, and the
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sooner the Government realise the hopeless-
ness of the position, and reduce the wages
so that thev can pay their way, the better.
Do not forget that the cost of living comes
down at the same time., The whole eom-
munity cannot stop working, as the people
have done at Mount Morgan. It is wonderful
that we have got along as well as we have,
with 1,700 or 1,800 men going out of employ-
menf at  once. . Government should

calise that they have a great duty to per-
fcnn and they should be doing it, instead
of s‘ttlnrr down watching the people who are
ul»(mployed and the suffering of their de-
perdents. Vet they claim to represent the
people! Tt is a scandal, and it is a pity
the people do not rise en masse and rebel
against it.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): 1 cannot let
Supply pass without commenting upon the
fact that the Government arc living beyond
their means and making no provision for the
future. In 1918-19 we had accumulated
deficits of £531,439. There was a surplus of
£26.833 in 1919-20, and a surplus of £9.830
Jast year. Deducting these two from the
accumulated deficits, we find thst there is
£544,776 which we have to make up.

The Premigr: That is inaccurate.

Mr. KERR: Thoss figures are quite
accurate. They are the accumulated deficits

for four years, and there has been no
endeavour on the part of the Government to
make them up.

The PRiMIER:
£145,000 this year.

Mr. KERR: £145000 from the Golden
Casket funds. (Laughter.) T will quote the
figures of the Auditor-General, which are
the only figures we have before us.

The PreEMIER: You are wrong. There are
other figures in the Governor’s Speech.

Mr. KERR : T could quote figures from the
Governor’s Speech in regard to soldiers’
settlements which are incorrect. The loan
expenditure  of Queensland amounts to
£68,000,000, on which we are carrving an
interest bill of £2,930.703, so we arc absorb-
ing our revenue to the extent of 23 per cent.
There has been no provizion made for the
loans fallitg due next wxear amounting to
£3,000.000, or for those falling due in 1024
and 1925 to the amount of £5,000,000.

The TREASURER: How do you know that?

Mr. XERR: If you are not gamec to tell
the people what arrangements you have made,
you are nct fit to occupy those benches, In
regard to the Trust Funds we are behind to
the cxtent of £500.000. In 1914 a definite
plan was laid down which, if it had bheen
followed, would have prevontprd Quecnsland’s
reputation being blasted in the eyes of other
people in the world and we would not have
been faced with the situation of having no
credit. T agree that the financial situation
throughout the world to-day is not of tie
best. There are many factors which have
to be tuken into consideration. We have
advised the Government from time to time
exactly where thev have failed, and no con-

Yes, we have paid off

sideration has been given to our advice. The
Treasurer used some fine phrases in  his
Financi=1 Statement. Onc was—

“Criticism  is alwa‘ys welcome, but

ahuse does not help.”
According to the last Financial Statement
our revenue, excluswe of any investments of
loan monev, is £6,000,000, and our disburse-
ment: £4.000 000. I have not the details of
the Jast financial year, but the same thing
has happened. There has been an excess of
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expenditure which could have beon saved.
In the ordinary channels of revenue—taxa-
tion, licenses, and other things—we exceed
our requirements by over £2,000,000. That
£2,000,000, which in 1914 would have been
shown as a surplus, to-day is being absorbed,
for the reason that the loan money has been
expended unproductively. T am fortunate in
having been able to secure two schools in
my clectorate. There are other additions
which have been turned down. It is a shame
that some children should have to stand in
the winds underneath the schools because
that £2,000,000 has had to be utilised for the
purpose of paying interest on unproductive
works. The increase in- the income tax in
the last five years has been 214 per cent.
The land tax, which was not in existence
prior to this Government coming into power,
increased in five years by 90 per cent.; and
the stamp duty increased hy 105 per cent.
For the financial year 1920-21 the income
derived from stamp duty decreased by
£27.000 as compared with 1919-20. The lack
of credit is being reflected in every buainess.
The building of raﬂv&ags is only of a
temporary natum, and in five or six months
thosn mwen will again be on the labour
market. We also find that the stamp duties
have increased in five years by 105 per cent.

This sort of thmg operates right
[7.30 p.m.] down from primary production

untll it reaches every avenue and
every trade where men are out of work to-
day. There is one feature which the Govern-
ment have never realised, and that is the
offect of taxing the resources of the State.
We have heard of the cnormous wealth of
Queensland, as connected with what is known
as ‘“‘stored up labour.” The Government
should get away from those idcas that cannot
be brought down to the ground, and recalise
that the only taxable resources of any com-
munity are what the people can pay. We
Gind the ordinary average return of revenue
from the various nuhhn works and services
througiiout Australia is something like 55
per cent., and the return from these public
works and services in our own State during
the last fonr or five vears nas been less than
in any other State in Australia, being only
35 per cent., which is a reduction of 20 per
cent.  Another form of taxation which has
fallen off ix the totalisator tax, notwith-
standing that we have five or six race meet-
inegs a weﬂl and notwithstanding that the
Government collects uncleimed “dividends.
The Treasurer is certainly an adept at the
use of words. He says—

“ What is wanted is a clearer perspec-
tive and a more common-srnse view of
our responsibilities. Queen: Jand must be
developed, our lands must be settled, our
producers must be encouraged, our manu-
fachl‘os stimulated, and our workers
given justice.”

I cannot possibly think that the Treasurer
believes that statement. Is he looking
towards the question of maturing loans? Has
he ever gore into the question of a sinking
fund? To-dav our assets are disappcaring.
and we are utilising our loan moneys to mect
unforeseen cireumstances. such as floods,
instead of providing for them out of revenue.
The State is in such a position financially
that they cannot meet such things legiti-
mately. and have to appeal to 1195{1t1mate
means. The avea under cultivation in Queens-
land has decreased by 200,000 acres; the
namber of cattle, sheep, and nigs has
decreased. Weo have a Teturn from the

Mr. Kerr]
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Commonwealth showing that in four years,
1911-1915, the amount received from the Com-
monwealth increased by £139,000, yet we find
that in the four-year period, 1916-1920, the
increase was only £59,000, or a decrease of
42 per cent. The Land Tax has incressed in
five years by 90 per cent., hut we find from
the return prepared by Mr. Edkins, who has
already been mentioned in this House, that
in 1617 there were 3,193 taxpaying pastora-
lists whilst there were only 2,613 in 1919. We
find the taxation decreased by 12.1 per cent.
in 1919 which shows that nothing has been
done in that connection. Very often people
find it difficult to know exactly why loan
money reduces the money available for loesl
loans. The recason is that businesses ave
worked on overdrafts. TLoans which have
been floated by the State have besn advanced
more or less by financial institutions, notably
insurance companies, Their function is to
advance to the industries money to allow
them to carry on and expand. I would like,
in this connection. to quote the remarks of
a friend of tho Government—3ir. Storey, the
Premicr of New South Wales, He is credited
with this statement—

“ Kvery million of money rasad locally,
you want to remember, withdraws that
amount from other channels and makes
it increasingly difficult for the peaple who
advance it to find the nccessary moucey to
carry on private industry.”

Now, that is the situation that has been
created in Queensland to-day. If money is
taken away from channels where it could
be utilised to absorb labour, it stands to
reason that industries must suffer. The
money which ought to be absorbed in indus-

tries to create permanent work has been
directed into other channels, owing to
(fovernment interference, and that has
brought about unemployment. We know

quite well that the financial institutions of
Queensland have carried the Government on
their backs for the last five or six years.
Owing to the Government’s lack of credit,
it has caused these financial institutions to
restrict their advances to the people, and
that kas brought about unemployment. The
people showed they were sensible during the
last municipal elections, and also in the
Maranoa clection, As a matter of fact, they
were sensible in the last State elections, when
they gavc the parties in Opposition 20,000
more votes than were given to the Govern-
nient, and they will continue to be sensible
the next time, when they will have a chance
of getting rid of this Government. The
financial institutions have been responsible
for carrying the Government on their
shoulders, because they advanced to the
extent of £19.000,000 during the past six
vears. The coin held by the banks is
£2,249,632, and the notes held amount to
£4,800,000 odd, and the bullion to £61.000,
showing an expenditure of over £11,000,000
which the banks and financial institutions
have been providing for this country. The
Government have got no credit, and the
financial institutions have had to restrict
traders, and the result has been unemploy-
ment.  Unless some restriction is made, we
shall have the same thing occurring as
occurred in 1893, when the banks went smash
throughout Australia, owing to the lack of
credit. The banks forfeited their credit by
the depositors calling on them, and, when
the people of Queensland call on the Govern-
ment at an early date, they will forfeit
their credit also. Notwithstanding that we
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produce more boots in Queensland than ever
to-day, there are numbers of people walk-
ing round bootless, and, mnotwithstanding
that this is a glorious country, there are
hundreds and thousands of men going about
looking for work. Business firms have to
seek refuge in the court, because they have
no option, as they have their stores packed
up, and they are unable to realise on their
stock. The Treasurer has taken a great
interest in this debate, and I might quote
him some statistics from the ‘ Industrial
(+azette,” to show hiin the position in Queens-
land in regard to unemployment. The
figures are most alarming. Taking each 1,000
workers, we find the numbers of unemployed
in each State in 1912 and 1920 were as

follows :—

1912. 1920. Increasc.
Queensland ... 46 ... 163 11.9 per cent.
N.S.W. ... B0 ... 69 1.9 per cent.
Victoria .. 67 ... T3 .6 per cent.
South Australia 81 ... 51 ...

Decrease.

Tasmania ... 34 ... 30 .4 per cent.
West Australia 58 ... 48 1 per cent.

Owing to the unemployment, the Government
have to resort to doles to keep men from
starving. It is like giving meat to a dog.
The only difference is that the dog is able
to live on the meat that is given to it, but
the community is not able to live on the
doles given out by the Government to-day.
In 1914-1915 the Government paid oub
£4,869 in relief, while in the year 1920 the
sumn antounted to £78,859.

A GovernMENT MEMBER: You would rather
let the community starve.

Mr. KERR: There is mo possibility of
anyone starving. It is because of the lack
of ‘eredit that the Government have created,
and the restriction of advances by the banks,
that unemployment exists. That is the logi-
cal conclusion of the administration of this
Government. The State butcheries alone
cost £135 a week as a State undertaking.
There is tco much State competition alto-
gether. The Government have been inter-
fering altogether too much with the general
trade of the country. We have been told
that the whole world is looking towards
Queensiand. Unfortunately, that 1s so, and
the way they sum up the situation is the
Government’s lack of credit. £ We have all
read about the economy board of the Rail-
way Department. I am not going to refer
to the large incubus that the Railway
Department is to-day, but I will deal with
that when speaking on the ‘“no confidence”
motion later on. When that motion comes
on wo shall be able to place more extensively
before the people of Queensland the whole
position regarding the present Government.
We find that the Treasurer takes a delight
in writing out little speeches and handing
them to the papers, where they appear very
nicely each day. We can gain knowledge
only by reading.

The Tressvrer: Why do you make this
savage attack on me? (Laughter.)

Mr. KERR: You are the man who is
responsible. We find that the appropriation
of £12,170,612 was exceeded by £419,031, and
the Treasurer, who made a very definite
statement on this matter, in his own depart-
ment exceeded his estimate by £164,000.

The TrEASURER: Out of that you know w2
paid £145,000 to——

Mr. KERR: I do not care what excuse
yvou put up. The Treasurer will be able to
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tell the people of Queensland why he makes
statements in the I’ress which he is not able
to substantiate. If I am making a mislead-
ing statement, then 1t is his duty to get up
and refute it in this House. This House,
unfortunately, has never been consulted in
regard to the expenditure. The Government
are carrying on more or less like a school
boy. In regard to expenditure, they get a
blue pencil and say, “ We will save £1,000
here and £200 there, and have a few more
things like the economy board in the Rail-
way Department.”” They forget that the
fundamental principle of finance has a basis
—(laughter)—and that basis is interdependent
on the policy of the Government. The policy
of the Government has been at fault every-
where. It is very regrettable to note that
the £12,500,000 revenue that this Govern-
ment were able to handle last year will not
be received during the next few years. Al-
ready the revenue has dropped, but there has
been no attempt, in any shape or form, fo
meet the altered position. This State has
wonderful potentialitics. Every visitor who
has been here has noted it. His Excellency
the Governor has commented on Queensland’s
vast potentialities; but it appears that,
though visitors and we, as an Opposition,
can see the position, the Government bave
failed utterly to do so. It has been apparsut
to everyone excepting to members of the
Government that Queensland is gradually
getting into a very deplorable position. We
have been governed by socialistic habits
habits that have developed into second nature,
and that nature has heen cultivated, Its
growth is abnormal to-day, and it is time
that the expenditure was brought within
reason. There is no legislation brought in
to deal with the unemployed. Parliament
should have been called together months ago
to declgle this question of Mount Morgan.
They did not have the courage to wipe out
the Arbitration Court, as they say certain
things must be done by the Arbitration
Court. Parliament should have been called
together to discuss the whole business. I
have many questions to ask in regard to the
finances of this State, and one of the most
important will be. ‘ What is happening to
the £2,000,000 advanced by the Common-
wealth for soldiers’ settlements?”’ 'That is
another matter about which I give due
warning, and I trast that the Government
will be able to give an explanation that will
satisfy the people of Queensland.

Mr, T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
We are meeting under somewhat unique con-
ditions this afternoon. I heard the Premier
say that he would refuse to answer questions
while there was a want of confidence motion
on the business-sheet, and I was somewhat
surprised that he should follow that statoment
by asking us to suspend the Standing Orders
in order to get Supply. It is only right
that the Government should have got rid of
the want of confidence motion before asking
for Supply.

The PreMIER: I am quite willing to accept
the challenge at any moment and bring it to
an 1ssue.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS : The man in control
of this House is the Premier himself. The
challenge has been thrown down by the leader
of the Opposition, and the Government is
responsible for the present position. Do the
Government consider they are giving honest
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value for honest work? They talk about the
worker not earning his money, but let me
ask the Government do they consider that hy

closing this House from December last ti.l
August of this year they are earning their
money, or that they are working in the

interests of the country? We are justified
before Supply is granted in calling attention
to the grave position in which we find our-
selves—a. position brought about, not by the
people, but by a majority of the men sitting
behind the Government. There is no member
on this side of the House who is prepared
to give a moment’s consideration to the ques-
tion of continuing the present Government
in office. As has been repeatedly stated this
afternoon by several speakers, they have lost
the confidence of the electors. You have it
on every hand; you have it in the unions.
It is no use quarrelling about the Opposition
denouncing the Government at the present
moment; every union in Queensland is cry-
ing out for a change. The workers are say-
ing, ““What is the use of supporting this
Government ?” The Government have used
up every fund it is possible to nut their hands
on in Queensland; they have made arrange-
ments with the Commonwealth Government
whereby they have got a further large sum
of money which has enabled them to carry on
under certain conditions, but the day of
repaying that money has got to come. Under
these conditions it is lamentable that the
Government, which pretends to believe in
honest work, should have seen fit to continue
Parliament in recess for probably a longer
period than has ever been the case in Queens-
land politics. This ycar Parliament has been
in recess longer than during any period
since it has been my privilege to be a msmber
of this House; that is since 1907. Here we
are meeting in August—a thing that has
never happened before. The financial posi-
tion is lamentable, but I am not going fully
into the position of the Government at this
time, as I do not wish to anticipate the dis-
cussion on the motion notice of which has
been given by the leader of the Opposition.
It will do no good to grant this Supply to-
night, as it will not relieve unemployment,
and the granting of this Supply will not in
any way improve the finances of the State.
What we want to know is, * How soon will
the Government be prepared to consider
legislation which is going to make it possible
for men to get employment ?”’ Reference has
besn made to the Arbitration

[8 p.m.] Court and the sewerage worlkers.
i say that there is no need for

an amendment of the Act. We have a judge
administering the Act, and he says, “If you
men will insist on having this ircreased wage,
it means that less men will be employed.
Will vou come to a decision amongst your-
selves?” If the judge of the Arbitration
Court has not the power to give a decision
without submitting to the men’s demands,
it is time for an amendment of the Act.
There was a quotation from ¢ Knibbs”
which appeared in the ¢ Daily Standard,”
the mouthpiece of the Labour party, which
showed that, at the time these statements
were made by the judge of the Arbitration
Court, they were claiming on Knibbs’s”’
figures alone that the cost of living had
fallen not alone in Queensland, but also
throughout the Commonwealth. That was
something which the judge should have faken
into consideration. It is necessary for the
Government at the earlicst moment so to

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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amend our law in connection with inden-
tureship that the boys of our State will have
an opportunity to become useful and success-
ful artisans.

OpposiTioN MruBers: Hear, hear!

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLic Works: There
is no need to amend the Act to do that.

" Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: It would stagger us
if we could see the statistics showing the num-
ber of boys and young men under twenty-one
years of age in Queensland who to-day,
unfortunately, through the Arbitration Court
and our industrial conditions, have to depend
on, their parents for their support. There is
no work offering for them, but they think
too much of their position to register their
names at the Labour Bureau. It would be
a revelation if we could see the record of
what this Government has done in the matter
of unemployment of boys at the worst pos-
sible age. We want to see that a boy is
started and continued at suitable employ-
ment. Once you send him from place to
place to look for employment he gets into
the position that he does not want work.
This unemployment has been caused by the
legislation which this Government is answer-
able for. If the majority sitting behind the
Government are going to be true to the
pledge which they gave to their constitu-
ents——

A GovernMenT MewmBER: Have you been
frue to your pledge?

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I have never broken
any pledge yet. 1 came into the Iouse on
certain conditions, and I have satisfied my
constituents. There are many men on the
Government sido to-night whose electors are
waiting to show them that, independent of
any question of pledge, they have so juggled
with the work of government in Queensland
that they are anxious to show them that there
is no more time for them as representatives
of the people of this State.

The Premier: Have you not signed the
Labour pledge?

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I have not signed
the Labour pledge for election to this House.
I have not yet secn the man or woman who
can put a question to me Trespecting my
character in Queensland or the Common-
wealth that I cannot answer,

The Premier: Did you not attend a Labour
conference and sign the platform to stand as
a Labour candidate, and then ran as an
Opposition candidate?

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: No. If T gave any
attention to the matter to-night it would be
only wasting time, but I am going to get in
the reply to the question the hon. member
hag put. I tendered my resignation to the
Workers’ Political Organisation at Too-
woomba, and told them that, if they would
find a man who would stand to the pledge
ag they required it, I would go on his plat-
form and help them.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. HKirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
‘The TREASURER : I move—

““ That there be granted to His Majesty,
on acrount of the services for the vear
1921-1922, a further sum not exceeding
£2,650,000 towards defraying the expenses

of the various departments and services
of the State.”

[Mr. T. R. Roberts.
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That sum rcally provided for two months’
Supply based on the expenditure of last
year. The Government proposed to give an
carly opportunity of letting the public know
exactly how they stood in regard to loan
matters, but he would postpone any announce-
ment upon that matter until after the want
of confidence motion was dealt with. He
just desired, in passing, to reply to a few of
the criticisms offered, and also to outline
the revenue position of the Government for
last ycar. As hon. members knew, they
finished up the year with a surplus of about
£9,000. They really had a surplus of about
£154,000, but thev used the major portion of
it towards liquidating part of the old deficit
of the present Opposition. As hon. members
knew, the Government floated a loan in the
early part of the ycar, which was over-
subseribed, showing that the people of the
State had every confidence in the Govern-
ment. (Opposition laughter.) The public
responded whole-heartedly and voluntarily.

Hon. W. H. Bagngs: Are you in favour of
compulsion ?

The TREASURER : The question had been
frenly discussed as to which was the better
method—the compulsory or the voluntarily
method. The Government would be very
loath- to resort to compulsion; it believed in
the voluntary system, but it so happened that
under the voluntary system the patriotic sub-
scriber was really the sufferer. He always
subscribed while the shirker cvaded his obli-
gations. The equity of compulsion was indis-
putable, but they would be very loath to
adopt compulsion, and he had no doubt they
would get the money under the voluntary
system. They hoped that the public would
respond as they did to the previous loan,
which was raised at a cost of 18s. 3d. per
cent., the cheapest loan ever raised. Their
loan expenses were heavy, but they were
getting down, after superfluous items had
been cut out, to a loan expenditure of about
£2.000,000 a year.

Hon. W. H. BaRNES:
“superfluous items” ?

The TREASURER: Unnecessary ones.

Mz, T. R. Roserrs: Have you spent the
£3,000,000?

The TREASURER : He presumed the hon.
member referred to the rather stupid state-
ment made by an ex-Treasurer in the morn-
ing papers a dayv or so ago. He had refuted
his arguments in a statement which would
appear the following day. They had to repay
to the Bank of England by the end of next
July an amount of £1,000.000, and they had
falling duc in January a little over £1.000.000
in Treasury bills representing defieits of past
defeated Goveraments followed by the leader
of the Opposition and the ex-leader of the
Nationalist party.

Mr. Frercugr: They did not raise taxation
to abnormal limits and get retrospective
rents and other things like that.

The TREASURER: But for the want of
confidence motion he would devote himself
for a while to the alleged arguments of the
hon. member, who last scssion did interest
them now and again, but who that night
had made a spcech than which he had
listened to nothing more futile. and which
he would eall a hurricane of anathema. They
had already arranged for over £400.000 of
the Treasury bille and were negotiating for
the balance of £700,000. The Commonwealth

What do you call
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Government had not yet intimated what they
were prepared to allow in respect of repatria-
tion expenditure, but they expected to get
about a-auarter of a million.” Apart from
that, they required £3.000,000 during the
financial wear to fulfil their obligations to
the Bank of Hngland and to carry out what
might be called their ordinary loan pro-
gramame. He was quite sure that they would
get it, and he would seek an early oppor-
tunity of going into the whole matter more
extensively.

_The hon. member for Albert abused the
Government in a very unkind way for refus-
ing money to local authorities. Of course to
members who cared to think it was patent
that unlimited rmoney was not available. Last
year ther spent just under £700,000 on local
authorities, but this year they would not get
nearly that amouni. He had referred the
l:on. member for Albert to a deputation he
had introduced regarding a bridge. The
member for Albert, Mr. Appel, denied intro-
ducing any such deputation. Since then he
had looked up the minutes of the deputation,
and there was no doubt that the hon. member
did introduce it, although he might have
forgotten the fact. The leader of the Oppo-
sition oriticised them in respect to State
stations. Tt would be idle to contend that
their cattle stations were as valuable toiday
as they were two or three or four years ago,
but what had happened to the Government
had happened to every individual who owned
a station.

Mr. FLETCHER: Not to the same extent.

The TREASURER: No. Because the
Government were bigger owners and better
able to stand the burden.

Myr. FrircHER: Because of what you paid
for them.

The TREASURER : He did not think that
could be substantiated. A few dawys after
one of their deals, an offer of £20.000 on
their bargain was made to them. That was
1n respect to a station famous in the annals
of the House. No private company embark-
ing on any big enterprise could hope to make
a profit from the jump. Take a big concern
like the American mecat company down the
river. They alleged that they had not made
profits in any year. The Government had
a very fine record. Take their Insurance
Office or any sub-branch, their Public Curator,
their bank business.

Mr. VowLEs : Take the fish business.

The TREASURER : He wished the hon.
member would. (Laughter.) They could not
possibly expect to make a profit out of every
enterprise.  Sir Joseph Cook had opposed

. the Commonwealth Bank, but he had been
" entrenched in power for the last four vears.
and he dared not touch onec tile of the
building. All the members of the National
party pilloried the Labour party when they
introduced the measure to establish the bank.
and no one was more severe than the present
member for Bulimba. The hon. member for
Bulimba referred to the Savings Bank, and in
a rather tortuous way, after beating around
the subject a gocd deal, left the impression
that they had no lcan moneys at all, because
the withdrawals excecded the deposits. Of
course that proved nothing, because the with-
drawals would have exceeded the deposits if
they had had the bank as a Queensland bank.

Hon. W. H., Barnes: As far as loans to
local authorities are concerned, I told you
you are ‘ broke,” and it is pretty certain.
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The TREASURER : The hon. member for
Bulimba always adopted that cheerful, op-
timistic note. They were not ““ broke.” He
had also dealt with workers’ dwellings. They
were making available this financial year
£500,000 for workers’ dwellings and advanees
to settlers. They had received from the
Commonwealth Bank their proportion of the
cxcess of deposits over withdrawals, which
was £150,000. On cvery hand the deal had
Leen an excellent one for them.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: A very good one
for immediate nceds.

The TREASURER : It would not be much
wse arguing with an hon. member who de-
liberately endeavoured to lead the House to
believe that the Works Department spent
last month eight times the amount it spent
during the same month last year.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: I quoted from the
¢ Telegraph.”

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman
should not put these stupid mistakes on to
ths Press; he should endeavour to find the
correct figures, Last month they had spent
£15,440, and in the previous July £15,967.
The hon. member cndeavoured to delude
this House into the belief—purely through
political malice—that they had spent over
£60.000. Therc was no endeavour on his
parr to give the Government a fair deal;
there was no seeking after truth: it was
merely sceking to make political capital.
There had been a good deal of talk about
vnemployment, deflation, and the like. The
Country party and the Nationalists here
were different to those in the South. In
South Australia the Nationalist Premier
(Mr. Barwell) openly said he was going to
retrench; he could not find employment,
and did not propose to put himself out to
find it. He (the Treasurer) chose to believe
that that was the policy of both parties
cpposite. In South Australia and Victoria
the Country pavty were fighting the
Nationalist party. In the Commonwealth
Paorliament they had given notice to Mr.
Huglies to come bacl to Australia. In this
Heuse. apperently, the Country party were
friendly with the Nationalist party for the
time being

Mr. Fry: Do ycu want to cause a split?
You are not clever enough for that. (Loud
laughter.)

The TREASURER : He would like to see
morc honest and constructive criticism; hs
would like some suggestion made regarding
a solution of the unemployed problem. Did

_Lon. members opiosite suggest they should

sack more men? At the present time they
hacd certain snoneys to pay for salaries and
certain ecommitments in regard to material.
The amount of cash at their disposal was
lin:ited. He was not one of those who was
prepared to zay that, when they could not
find the money, they should bleed the public
to feed the public service. Men could not
be employed where there was not work
for them to do. There had been no retrench-
ment. The first specific attempt at retrench-
ment was undertaken in cold blood at a
meeting at which the hon. member for Too-
wong was chairman, when they decided to
send home a delegation, consisting of Philp,
Cowley, and Walsh, to stop loan moneys
coming here.

Mr. MaxweLL: You know that is a false-
Licod.

Hon. J. A. Filelly.]
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The TREASURER: The hon. member renew them or carry on. All he hoped for
krew better than he did that it was correct. was to have more money to squander. They
J. D. Bell and G. 8. Murphy moved and were asked to pass a sum of

seconded the motion.

Mr. MaxwrrL: You have to find a man
who is dead to second the motion.

Mr. VowLEs: You have not said how
much you paid for that information.

The TREASURER : Unpurchasable.
(Laughter.) Those matters which were agi-
tating the hon. member’s mind had been
discussed during the last fortmight here,
when he had been endeavouring to buv some
ot their members—endeavouring to buy some

members of the Labour party. (Loud
laughter.) He knew what he was talking
about. They were merely asking for two

months’ Supply, based on the expenditure of
the last twelve months.

Mr, VOWLES: The remarks of the Trea-
surer had been most unbusiness-like. He
had had hot criticism, with facts supported
by the reports of the Auditor-General;
yet he had simply skimmed them over. He
(Mr. Vowles) had pointed out that the
balance-sheet showed a profit of £25,000 on
a capital of £1,300,000, which was bad busi-
ness. FHe had pointed out that the Auditor-
General showed that it should have been a
debit Lalance of at least £25,000, instecad of
a credit balance—that the balance was ob-
tained by inflating values of stock, and bring-
ing about what was commonly known as a
begus balance.

The Premier: Why did you not discuss it
last year?

Mr. VOWLES: Their criticism of State
enterprises and other important departments
Lkad been stified by an organised stonewall
on the part of the Government. The Trea-
surer took great credit to himself that he was
able to have a loar subscribed in Queens-
land. If the Government was not patriotic
to Quecnsland, the people were. The public
gave them an opportunity which they did
not deserve. For the sake of the credit of
the State, they stood behind the Govern-
ment. He took 1t the Treasurer intended
that, if they could not get the proposed
further loan voluntarily, they would get it
by compulsion. The Treasurer also told them
there werc certain moneys falling due; that
ke had £400,000 arranged, and was very hope-
ful of arranging the balance. There was
also that mysterious £1,000,000 loan, which
was due at any time, but they could never
get any particulars about.

. The PreMIER: Tt is not due any time. It
is due on a definite date.

The TREASCRER: At the end of next Juno.

Mr. VOWLES: That was another million
they had to find. Why did not the hon.
gentleman point out—as would be found at
page 21 of the last Auditor-General’s report
—that the loans maturing in 1922 were—
£600,000 at 4 per cent., £524,750 at 33 per
cent., £429,000 at 4} per cent., and £1,275.000
at 54 per cent.—making a total, in addition
to those the Treasurer had mentioned. of
;82,828,900? Why did he not tell the public
about it?

The PremMiER: It is a pity you do not
know more about it.

Mr. VOWLES: It was a pity they did not
tale the public into their confidence and be
honest about those matters. The Troasurer
had told them about certain loans that were
falling due, but he did not tell them about
the whole of them or how he proposed to

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.

[8.30 p.m.] £2,650,000 in one day, and the

Standing Orders were to be sus-
pended, in order that it might be jockeyed
through and that little information and
criticism could be levelled at the Govern-
ment over the matter. The Treasurer said
that, because there was a want of confidence
motion on the business-sheet, the time was
not opportune to take hon. members into
his confidence and let them know the various
balances. Hon. members did not know what
mones was available to spend. They were
dealing with the revenue of the State, and
the Government should be straightforward
and honest about it, instead of dealing with
the matter in a slipshed munner. If the
directors of a company came before the
sharcholders with the balance-sheet in the
way in they werc dealing with figures here,
they would get the order of the boot vers
quickly, The Government were the most
unbusiness-like people imaginable, ‘The Go-
vernment refused to give rcasonable answers
to honest questions, and held back informa-
tion that should have been given. He stressed
the fact that the Treasurer would take the
opportunity of first of all letting them know
what the balances were in the various funds,
in order thaut they might know if they had
the money to pay out.

The PREMIER : e tcok it that the hon.
member for Dalby had anticipated one of his
indictments. Fle was now endeavouring to
sidetrack, for some mysterious reason, one of
the long string of indictments of which he
had given notice.

Mr. Vowies: That is not fair.

The PREMIER : What was the reason for
the hon. gentleman’s altered position® He
gave notice on the first opportunity after the
assembling of Parliament of his intention to
challenge the position of the Government,
and now he was lending himself to tactics
which had been adopted to sidetrack that
motion. The Government had been per-
fectly willing, from the time that it knew
the intention of the leader of the Opposition,
to accept the challenge and allow it to go to
an issue. As a matter of fact, so certain were
the Government of their position that they
could sidetrack the motion. or, if need be,
“gag’ the metion and get it out of the way.
They were perfectly willing to allow the
leader of the Opposition’s motion to take
precedence over everything else until it was
finally decided. The hon. member had lent
himself to all kinds of tactics to get the
motion postponed. Notice was given on
Tuesday, and yet it had not been reached on’
Thursday.

Mr. Vowres: I do not conduct the busi-
ness of this Assembly. You do.

The PREMIER: It was cvident that the
leader of the Opposition did not conduct the
business of his party. There was no unity
of action in the Opposition; but, instead,
they had a series of wild and rambling state-
ments, none of which contained anything that
could be dignified by the term of criticism.
Did the hon. member really mean serious
business by his want of confidence motion?
He was willing to allow the motion to be
decided to-night or as carly as the hon.
gentleman wished it to be decided.

Mr. VowLEs: If you are willing to stay
all night, you can.
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The PREMIER: He was willing to have
the matter decided; and if the hon. gentle-
man thought he was in a position to challenge
the Government, let them have a decision
upon it. The hon. gentleman had taken
advantage of the motion to get Supply to
forestall his own motion, and to bring up
<harges which formed part of his formidable
indictment. He had mentioned the question
of the maturing loans. If that was the
strength of the charge which the hon: gentle-
man was going to make against the Govern-
ment, he was sorry for the case that would
be made out. The hon. gentlemnan had said
that the Treasurer made some reference to
the Treasury bills falling due in January,
and asked what provision was being made to
meet them. 'The Treasurer had stated that
£2,800,000 was the total amount of indebted.
ness falling due for redemption in 1922. The
leader of the Opposition said that the Govern-
ment had apparently failed to make any
provision for it and were apparently on the
brink of ruin, and that the public had been
misled and deceived and kept in ignorance.
The fact was that the information was avail-
able. and should have been in the possession
of the hon. member if he had carefully
followed Government business with regard to
loan and finance, especially the indebtedness
of the State and the due date of loans and
what provision had been made in regard to
them. THe could get the information from
the documents in his possession. Maturing
loans in 1922 were Treasury bills issued
ursler the Aect of 1911 for £600.000, and
under the sawe Act a further parcel of
£524,000; under the Loan Act of 1914,
£429,000. and another amount of £1,275.000
under the same Act—making a total of
£2.828.000. The two former parcels—the
Treasury hills—were really renewals made in
the year 1911 of an indebtedness incurred in
the time of the Philp Administration. The
Treasury bills were issued to liquidate a
deficit. It was no obligation, liability, or
responsibility of the Government except that
they had to make provision because they
were falling due in 1922, '

Mr. Kerr: We will have to do that with
vour deficits,

The PREMIER: He did not think they
would, because, as the loans they had floated
would not mature for thirty years, they would
not he there when they fell due. (Laughter.)
With regard to the Treasury bills falling
due in January, the Treasurer had made
provision for £400,000 of these bills; and
with regard to the balance, negotiations were
now proeseding. The £429 000 under the
1914 Act were sccurities held as deposits
from the Lifc Assurance Associations, and the
Act itself provided for their renewal in 1922.

Mr. VowLes: At 45 per cent.?
The PREMIER: At whatever rate the
Government decided upon. The option rested

with the Government, and they would make
a fair arrangement.

Mr. VowLEs: You will make it 1 per cent.

The PREMIER: No, the Government
would make a fair arrangoment. The hon.

gentleman wonld like to sidetrack the matter.
The sum of £1,275 000 loaned by the Com-
monwealth Government would fall due in
1922, but under an arrangement a reasonable
extension would be made. Full provision had
been made for meeting the indebtedness of
the Government. The Government had not
been lacking in its responsibility in regard
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to  maturing loans for which previous
Governments were wholly responsible and
which would fall due in 1924. If the hon.
gentleman’s attempt to put the Governmeut
out of office rested on such flimsy grounds as
ihe statement he made that night. then he
would appear very foolish indeed. The leader
of the Opposition avked a question with
regard to maturing loans; but as a matter
of fact hoth the Treasurer and himself (the
Premier) made statements during last session
showing how the loans were held. what they
represented, and when thsy would mature.
All that information should be in the bands

of every member, ard no member had a
right to eriticise the Government finances

unless he had that information in his posses-
sion first.

Mr. Vowres: I had the information, but
I wanted to know how you were going to
provide for the maturing loans.

The PREMIER: In regard to the parcel
of 2500000 of life insurarce deposits. the
Act made provision for the renewal of that
money.

Mr.
bills ?

The PREMIER: Both the Treasurer and
him=clf had pointed out previously that the
£400,000 of Treasury bills held by the Sav-
ings Bank were taken over by the Crmmon-
wealth, which would make provision for them.
The hon. gentleman inferred that the Govern-
ment lacked ability to deal with these things,
but full provision had been made by the
Government to meet all maturing loans. The
hon. member for Bulimba was offended with
the way the Government made provision for
a proper rccognition of the Savings Bamk
and an extersion of the liabilities that were
resting on the Queensland Government in
cennection with Savings Bank deposits; but
when the (GGovernment came into office they
shouldered the liabilities of previous Govern-
ments, and they made provision fer mecting
them. although they were alwavs being
attacked by the Ovposition for doing so.
There were over £7.000.000 of Government
Savings Bank funds invested in Governme~t
sccurities, and they had made provizion for
extending their conversion and the liability
under the Savings Bank Agreement Act. ard
in some cases the liability was extended to
fiftv-five vears. The Government had not
bheen lacking in its dutv in regard to matur-
ing loan obligatiors. Thev had been looking
ahead. and. although they had verv great
difficulties to contend with. thev had managed
their financial affairs satisfactorilv—much
more satisfactarily than previous Administra-
tions were able to do.

ITox. W, H. BARNES: The Promier tried
t5 mnke them hbelicve that the (Government
h=d deme things which ro previous Govern-
ments bad attemanted to dn. but the Govern-
mert  stoad convicted hv  tha  guotations
snpearing on page 21 of the Auditor-General’s
renort. The provisions to which the Premier
had drawn the attention of the lcader of the
Opposition were provisions that were made
b7 the Government of which he (Mr. Rarnes)
was the Treasurer. (Hear. hear!) The Pre-
micr wanted to take eredit to himself for
the whole bnsiness, The fart remained that
the Premier deliberately held back informa-
tion which oueht to he given to the Com-
mitten, Ho id not tell the Committee abont
tha £1Z2.000 0 falling dus in 1924, =nd the
£12,000,000 falling due in 1925, The hon.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.)

VowLEs: What about the Treasury




48 Sapply.

pentleman did not mention that the Govern-
ment was ‘ stony broke.” Ile (Mr. Barnes)
was a member of the Coorparoo Shire Coun-
¢il, and he knew that when they asked tho
(tovernment for money they were referred to
the Commonwealth Bank, and that bank also
turned them down. The same thing hap
pered with applications from the Stephens
Shire and the Balmoral Shire. They knew
that the amount to be lent to local authovi-
ties was smaller than last year. The Govern-
ment had less money to lend, although their
direct taxation was thres and a-quarter times
greater than under the previous Government.
{5 was acts of repudiation by the Govern-
ment that brought about the lack of confi-
dence in the State. The Government had to
realise that the British investor had got to
be conzu'trd in regard to these things. Was
it possible to raise in Queensland or in
Australia the millions of loan money that
were maturing? He did not think i1t was.
Some members might speak of confiscation,
but he did not belicve in confiscation. That
was what they had to do, and they had a
right to do it.

The PreMIER: You would sell our birth-

right.

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man talked about their birthright. That
was onc of the things he endeavoured to
sidetrack when he came back, and his mis-
sion spelt failure, not due to the fact that
Messrs. Philp and others went to the old
country, but due to the fact that the Govern-
ment had failed to govern along right lines.
The country was right up against it, and
the Government would never retrieve the
position unless they did the honourable and
the right thing. If any member of the Cham-
ber, or any gentieman outside, wanted to get
financial assistance, what was the position?
Two men with equal asscts, but one a man
“of eharacter and the other a slippery fellow;
who was going to get the advance? Why
the man who had a good character, because
chara~ter counted to-day. The simile was
that the Government had lost their character.
If there was a Government In Australia
to-day that had dragged the country into the
mire, it was the Government composed of
hon. gentlemen now sitting on the Govern-
ment benches. They were the ones who had
contributed to the present position. Talk
about uncmploynent !

A GOVERNMERT MEMBER:

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It was jolly rotten
for the poor fellows outside who had been
led on by hon. members opposite, and now
found themselves stranded with nothing to
do. Surely the Opposition had a right to
debate those matters which concerned the
interests of Queensland! It was not a bit of
use hon. members trying to sidetrack those
matters as if they did not count. They did
count, and they had to do with the very
life of any Government.

The TREASURER : He would like to give
the Committee some information regarding
the loan money that would be available for
local authorities. As hon. members knew,
the ycar before the present Government came
into power. the Government of the day was
in th~ habit of spending over £3,000,000 per
snnum, and £3 000.000 then would be about
cquivalent to £6.000,000 to-day. - The present
Government could only spend £2,000,000.
That was all the money they were getting,

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

Rotten fish.
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and each local authority would get its fair
proportion; but obviously the proportion
could not be greater than it was. On the
other hand, under the arrangement made
with the Commonwealth Bank, they would
have available for trust funds 70 per cent. of
the excess deposits over withdrawals.
Mr. Fry: What is that likely to be?

The TREASURER: He was not a clair-
voyant, but within the last few months they
had received £150,000. But they not only
got that 70 per cent. to use as trust funds
for workers’ dwellings, advances to settlers,
and s0 on, but they had promised to them
from the governor of the bank the balance
of 30 per cent.—making the full 100 per cent.
—to be advanced to local authorities.
Already they had succeeded in getting loans
for Townsville, Brisbane, and Toowoomba,
and half a dozen other local authoritics.
The hon. member for Albert denied point-
blank that he had come to him (Mr. Fihelly)
about @ bridge until he produced the corre-
spondence. IHis trouble with the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba was that invariably the
deputations the hon. member brought along
misrepresented the case; invariably their
estimates were much under the actual cost,
and, as a result, they had bridges half way
across the streams in the hon. member’s ¢lec-
torate. He could assure the Committee that
there would be well over £500,000 available
from all sources this year for local authority
works.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CuarrMAN reported that the Com-
mittec had come to certain resolutions; and
the resolutions were agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
Vore oN Account—5£2,650,000.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The TREASURER moved—

“(¢) That, towards making good the
supply granted to Ilis Majesty on
account, for the service of the year
1921-1922, a further sum not excoeding
£1.600,000 be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue ¥und of CQuecnsland,
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

‘() That a further sum not cxceed-
ing £650,000 be granted from the Trust
and Special Funds.

“(¢) That a further sum not exceed-
ing £400,000 be granted from the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.”

Question put and passed.

[9 p.m.]

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had come to
certain resolutions; and the resolutions were
agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 1.
ALL STAGES.

A Bill, founded on the resolutions, was
passed through all its stages without discus-
sion or amendment, and ordered to be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council for their
concurrence by message in the usual form,



Standing Orders Commitiee. [11 Auqust.]

JOINT COMMITTEES.

Messaer FrOM (COUNCIL—APPOINTMENT OF
MEMBERS.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following message from the Legislative
Couneil : —

“ Mr. Speaker,—
“ The Legislative Council having come
to the following resolutions, viz.:—

(1.) That the President, Mr. Leuahy,
and Mr. T. L. Jones be appoiuted mem-
bers of the Joint Committeg for the

w management of the Parliamentary
Library;

(2.) That the President, Mr. Skirving,
and Mr. Davey be appointed members
of the Joint Committee for the manage-
ment of the Parliamentary Refresh-
ment Rooms;

(3.) That the President, Mr. Perel,
ard Mr. Fowles be appointed members
of the Joint Committee for the manage-
ment and superintendence of the
Parliamentary Buildings;

beg now to intimate the same to the
Legislative Assembly, and to request that
they will be pleased to nominate a like
number of members from their body,
with a view to give effect to the 8th
Joint Standing Order,
“ Toym NEVITT,
“ Presiding Chairman,
‘ Legislative Council Chamber,
‘ Brisbane, 11th August, 1921.”

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
formally resolved that the following message
be returned to the Legislative Council : —

“ Mr. President,—

“In answer to the Legislative Coun-
cil’s message, dated 11th August, 1921,
notifying the appointment of certain
members to serve on Joint Committees
to be appointed under Standing Orders
of the two Houses, the Legislative
Assembly beg to intimate that they have
appointed Mr. Specaker, Mr. Dunstan,
and Mr. Elphinstone to be members of
the Joint Library Committee: Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Corser, and Mr. Kirwan
to be members of the Joint Committee for
the management of the Refreshment-
rooms; and Mr. Speaker, Mr. Petrie,
and Mr. Payne to be members of the
Joint Committee for the management
and superintendence of the Parliamentary
Buildings.

“ Legislative Assembly Chamber,

‘“ Brisbane, 11th August, 1921.”

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
The PREMIER: I beg to move—

““ That the Standing Orders Committee
for the present session consist of the
following members: —Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. King, Mr.
Swayne, Mr. Vowles, Mr. Gilday, Mr,
Moore, Mr. F. A. Cooper, and the mover,
with leave to sit during any adjournment
of the Hcuse, and authority to confer
upon subjects of mutual concernment
with any Committee appointed for simi-
lar purposes by the Legislative Council.”

Mr. FRY : T called ““ Not formal” to this
motion, with the object of pointing out to
the Government that the National party has
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no representation on this Committee; and
I think that a body of men representing
probably half the population of Queensland
should not be ignored.

Mr. CorriNs : What! Falf the population ?

Mr. FRY : The latest figures show that it
represeits nearly three-quarters of the popu-
lation. I hope that this matter will be
attended to, and that a member of the
National party will be put on the Committee.
I suggest that the mame of Mr. King, the
hon. member for Logan, be added to the
Committee.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I take it that the
omission possibly is an oversight on the part
of the Government. The Standing Orders
have to do with matters that concern all
members of the House,

The PREMIER : There was not the slight-
est intention of discourtesy, and the omission
was merely an oversight, as the names are
the same as in last year's committee. I have
no objection to omitting the name of my
colleague, Mr. Larcombe, and inserting that
of Mr. King.

Motion, by leave, amended accordingly,
and put and passed.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.
The PREMIER moved—

1. That, in compliance with Standing
Order No. 298, a Select Committee be
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in all
matters which relate to the printing to
be executed by order of the House, and
for the purpose of selecting and arrang-
ing for printing returns and papers
presented in pursuance of motions made
by members.

‘“2. That such committee consist of
the following members:—Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Barber,
Mr. Dunstan, Mr. Winstanley, Mr. T. R.
Roberts, Mr. Brenran, Mr. Swayne, and
the mover.” '

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: ¢ Not formal” was
called to this motion this afternoon for the
nurpose of reminding hon. members that last
year reference was made to the fact that we
had not had a meeting of the committee,
and that it was thought that it should be
called together more frequently. I hope that
will be done.

Question put and passed.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION.

Mr. VCWLES (Dalby), who was received
with Opposition cheers, said: In moving the
motion which appears in my name on the
busiress-sheet, I feel sure that the pecople of
Queensland are looking forward to an oppor-
tunity for the Opposition to present an indict-
ment against the Government in respect of
their sins of both omission and commission,
and calling upon members now. sitting
behind the Government, more particularly
those who represent country interests in
Queensland, to decide whether they are going
to continue them and their mischicfs in the
future. I shall show at a later stage that
the history of this Government has been
one of retrogression and of failure—a record
of broken promises made to the electors at
election time. The Government appealed, in
the first instance, not to the brains of the
people but to their stomachs. They told

Mr. Vowlss.]
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them that, if they were put into power, they
would be the means of solving the problem of
the high cost of living. It is unnecessary for
me to tell the people of Queensland how far
the Government have succeeded. One has
only to lcok up our statistics to find that
Quecnsland has risen from one of the cheap-
est living States in 1914 to one of the dearest
to-day, notwithstanding the fact that the
Government, embarked upon ventures which
were supposed to be the solution of those
troubles. especially the elaborate fish shops,
the mcat shops, and the stations. With all
that material in their hands, they have
signally failed, and we have arrived at that
critical stage where iv 1s necessary to weigh
their action and to decide whether they
are fitted to continue to carry on the govern-
ment of the country.
The motion standing in my name begins—
“That the Government does not possess
the confidence of this House or of the
electors of Queensland by reason of their
incapacity in the conduct of public busi-
ness, both legislative and administra-
tive’'——
I noticed that. when I brought this matter
forward on Tuesday last, it was receiveds
with the usual jeers with which any import-
ant motion emanating from this side of the
House is always greeted by certain Govern-
ment members. I noticed particularly the
raucous voice of the hon. member for Too-
woomba, and it brought to my mind the
quotation that the blatant voice always
bespeaks the vacant mind.

Mr. WiINSTANLEY : That quotation is not
correct.

Mr. VOWLES: It may not be quite
corrcet, nevertheless the fact remains that

the practice of treating important business
with jeers shows the class of representatives
we have—men who are not alive to their
responsibilities, and the reason why we have
fallen into bad ways must be that they have
no interest in their parliamentary business
except their parliamentary salary. We have
been told by no less a person than the
Premier that ““finance is the test of govern-
ment.” Tt is on its finance that I want to
denl now with this Government. The Trea-
surer told us that they finished the financial
year with a surplus of just under £10,000,
and it will be found in the Governor’s
Speech—

“Jt is gratifying to note that the late
financial year closed with a surplus of
revenue over expenditure after £145,000
had been applied to the reduction of
previous deficits.”

On another occasion this afternoon I pointed
out that, the first time we received a Finan-
cial Statement from the Government, we
were misled by being told that there was a
credit balance of £30,000; whereas we found
subsequently, from the criticism of the Audi-
tor-Greneral, that it should have been a debit
balance of £100,000, because the Government
had deliberately held over till July payments
that should have been made by 30th Jume.
Hon. members seem to forget what the Audi-
tor-General stated in his report two years
ago. Here is a Government telling us that
they are paying back £145,000 of accumulated

deficits—their own deficits for which no
provision had been made.
The Premier: We made provision

previously.

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. VOWLES: They made no provision,
They levied the money, and misapplied it.
On page 2 of volume 1 of the 1919-20 Par-
liamentary Papers the Auditor-General deals
with the alleged deficit of £171,988, which
he says should have been a deficit of £485,495.
He shows there that, had the Financial
Sratement been submitted to the public in a
proper way—had the moneys which had been
srecifically raised for definite purposes been
applied to the purpeoses for which they were
raised—instead of the Government having
a deficit of only £171,000, they would have
had a deficit of £485,000. It is to pay offy
some of that money, which was actually
received by the Treasurer and misapplied,
that they take credit now that they are
charging themselves with £145,000 on last
vear's transactions. ‘The Auditor-General
says—

“On the 20th August, 1918, when the
hon. the Treasurer submitted to Parlia-
ment his Financial Statement dealing
with the finances of the State for the
year 1918-19, he stated, inter alia—

Summarised, the anticipated results

are—
Total revenue on account
1918-19 ... £9,118,663
Total cxpenditure on ac-
count 1918-19 9,111,281
Surplus CEYTSBZ ”

H

e

says further—

“ Nothing has been included in the

above estimate for the anticipated re-
ceipts under the retrospective clauses of
the new taxation Bills.”
We in this Flouse were asked to consent to
retrospective taxation for the specific pur-
pose of raising a portion of the sum of
£450,000 for which uno provision had been
made, and we consented to that legislation
being introduced, and to these retrospective
taxes being imposed, in order that we might
clean up our balances. The Auditor-General
says, further, that the amouunt actually re-
ceived was £313.507, which was made up of
income tax £193,564 and land tax £119,943.
Hea goes on to say that—

“ It was not applied towards the reduc-
tion of the previous year’s deficit, but
was merged into the receipts of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the past
year. Had these collections been applied
in the manner indicated by the Treasurer,
the deficit on iast year’s transactions
would have amounted to £485,495.”

The PruMtER: Let us hear the want of
confidence motion.
Mr. VOWLES: The hon. geutleman is

getting things he does not like. As I said
on a previous occasten, if these things hap-
pened in ordinary *tusiness, a man would be
asked to account for them in a different
marner to that in which parliamentarians
ars asked.

Mr. HaRTLEY :
inzagination.

Mr. VOWLES: A man who was a director
of a company would appear in the dock if he
presented a balance-sheet like that. There is
nothing facile about that. Tt seems to me
Governments can produce with impunity
balance-sheets which are not correct. When
the Premier was speaking on a previous occa-
sion, he suggested to the House that I was
trying to sidetrack this want of confidence

You have a very facile
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motion. The hon. gentleman consulted me
as to what the procedure was going to be in
this matter.

The PreMIER: I ssked you did you want
it taken straightaway. .

Mr. VOWLES: 1 said, “ The business of
this House is in your hands. I am not
running the ‘show’; you are.”” I told you
that, whether your (fovernment was kicked
cus or not, the public services must be pro-
vided for, and we on this side were prepared
to put through a Supply Bill. That is what
the hen. gentleman calls trying to dodge
this want of confidence motion. Let me
tell the hon. gentleman there is going to be
no evasicn. This motion is going to be put
to this House, and every hon. gentleman
who votes on it will have to be responsible
for what he does. (Government laughter.)
1% iz no good hon. gentlemen opposite going
about amongst the people at election time
and telling them, ‘“We are only moderate
Liabour men; we are in sympathy with the
Country party’s platform.” They will have
to stand-up to their responsibilities, and they
will not be able to shield themselves in the
future in the way they have done in the
past,

Mr. Stoprorb: You will not be able to do
as you did in th: Maranoa—disown the
Nationalists.

Mr. VOWLES: I think there are hon.
gentlemen  sitting behind the Government
who will disown the Governmeni. Even the
Trades Hall disowns them. We see that
various unions and organisations are casti-
gating them In every quarter. 1f ever a
Government has ouilived its usefulness—if
this Government cver had any usefulness—
ig is the pressnt Government.

Mr. HARTLEY interjected.

Mr. VOWLES: There is no man in this
Assembly who ought to appreciate more
somre of the items in this indictment than the
hon. gentleman who has interjected, because
they seriously affect the electors in the area
he is representing. The first item is:—

 Failure to carry out the functions of
government and allowing committees
outside Parliament, and not representa-
tive of the electors, to dictate to the
Government in matters of public policy
and importance.”’

Going right back to the advent of the Labour
Government, and to the actions of a previous

Premier, we claim  that Parliament
became——
Mr. HarTLEY: You mean the Meatworks

Act, don’t you?

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about it for
a start.

Mr. HarTLEY: It is nearly dead.

Mr. VOWLES: The principle is there.
That was the occasion when the Premier
went up and obeyed the dictation of the
Trades Hall.

The PREMIER: Not the present Premicr—
the ex-Premiecr.

Mr. VOWLES: I said when the Meat-
works Act was under consideration.

The PrewiEr: It is this Government you
are indicting at the present moment.

. Mr. VOWLES : No, it is not. T am indict-
ing you and your policy. That was the
beginning of it. Ever since, we find there
has been interference in every direction. We

1921—k
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know that in various departments, if men
have a political pull, they have a better
opportunity of getting their desires granted
and of bettering their positions than men
who have not the political pull or who do
not belong to unions. That applies in the
Education Department. It applies in the
Police Department more than any other
department at the present time. It has been
the policy of this Government., Every time
you hear the caucus whip craclk, hon. members
opposite have to do what they are told.
We say it is the duty of the Government to
govern; and once a Government allows any
outside, irresponsible organisation to influence
it to any degree at all, it has surrendered
the function for which it was created, and it
no louger is a suitable Government to look
after tho interests of the individual. The
second item is—

“ Failure to call Parliament together
to create the necessary amendment of the
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1816, to
permit of a working agreement being
made between the Mount Morgan Gold
Mining Company, Limited, and its
employees.”

That raises the question immediately as to
whether it is, first of all, nccessary to amend
that Act to bring about what is desired by
the men themselves, and to follow out the
suggestion of the judge.

The PrEmMIER: What do you suggest?

Mr. VOWLES: All I know is that the
hon. member who seconded the motion for
the adoption of the Address in Reply on
Tuesday—the member for Mundingburra—
said that the Act contains power for the
Minister to suspend all the awards if he
thinks fit. He was telling this Chamber—
and, incidentally, the country—that if the
Country party got into power the first thing
they would do through their Minister would
be to take advantage of section 92—I presume
that was the section he was referring to—
suspend all the awards, and reduce the
wages; and then, he said, there would be a
stampede for work. He evidently admits
there are men who can get work, and who
will not take it. Does that occur in Towns-
ville, or where does it occur? Where is
the place where the stampede is going to
take place?

The PreEmier: What is the meaning of
clause 2 in your motion?
[9.30 p.m.]

Mr., VOWLES: The Premier has told the
people of Mount Morgan that the Act does
not give him power.

The PreEmigr: I did nothing of the sort.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman sug-
gested that the Government could not inter-
fere and take the matter out of the judge’s
hands.

The Preuier: That is an entirely different
matter.

Mr.  VOWLES: The matter is of such
vital importance that there are nearly 2,000
men on the unemployed market living on
doles—honest men who would prefer to earn
their own livelihocd if the Government would
exercise the powers it already has under
the Act, and bring about an arrangement
which the men themselves desire. Parlia-
ment should have been called together, if
necessary, for the purpose of creating legis-
lation, The Government was wanting in its

Mr.Vowles.]
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duty, and was not lcoking after the interests
of the workers of Mount Morgan.

Mr. S1oProrD: Why did the Mount Morgan
Company withdraw their application from
the court?

Mr. VOWLES: The question is one for
the hon. member for Mount Morgan. He sat
on a rail and did not venture an opinion
until he knew the result of the ballot. If
there had not been any interference, which
there always is in industrial matters, by the
professional bullying agitators who go into
these piaces creating dissension—if the matter
had been left to the men aud their own
inclination—they would be at work to-day
on an arrangement to suif the men and to
suit the company. But now, after the work
of the agitators, the men are terrorised and
intimidated, and, notwithstanding they want
work, they are not allowed to work., Ouly
quite recently, where I was engaged profes-
sionally, I had an instance wucie a strike
was taking place, and 1 saw what the
agitator could do. I saw a lot of shearers
afraid to open their mouths, I said, ¢ Why
don’t you stand up for your rightz?”’ They
told me privately that, if they did, they
would be black-listed and would never get
another job. They would he called ** scabs.”
They said, ** We will be black-listed, and we
won't be able to get work,” They would be
expelled from their union, like Lonsdale.
Simply because Lounsdale took exception to
certain autocrats in the Trades Hall in Bris-
bane going against the whole principles of
the Labour party so far as the selection of
candidates was concerned, and because he
had the temerity to speak out and during
the Maranca election reiterate what he had
said, now he is before the stewards and is
asked to give an explanation because he
persisted in telling the truth. I say it is up
to the (Government to say that they are the
Government to rule and to give the com-
munity of Mount Morgan an opportunity to
go to work.

The Premier: What would you do with
Mount Morgan?

Mr. VOWLES: I would carry out the
suggestion of tho judge.
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: I would allow these men
to make a working agreement with the com-
pany, which would permit them to carry
on and keep the men in honest employment.
We are breeding a lot of professional loafers.
This system of handing out money indigcrimi-
nately and encouraging people not to work
is gommg to be the most harmful thing that
can possibly happen to Queensland. The
Government niust realise that the writing is
on the wall. If ever there was a Govern-
ment that received a checkmate, it was
received by the Government and their repre-
sentatives who conducted the local authority
elections throughout Queensland on social-
istic lines. I believe something like 660
candidates against soclialism were successful,
and only some sixty socialistic candidates
were returned. How does it happen that the
western community of Quecensland, in the
Barcoo and the Balonne, where all these
gentlemen have reigned supreme for so many
years, have made a very big hole in the past
majorities of the Government? We have
succeeded to such an extent that we have
converted a 2.000 Labour majority into a
minority of 1,600 votes. How is it that where-
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ever you go amongst the workers in the West
they will tell you that they have at last
realised they have been living in a fool’s
paradise; and this Utopia which was held
out to them is now turned down by the
people. There are high wages, and there is
no work. What is the good of having high
wages when you canuot get any work? At
the time when Mr. Knibbs was telling the
people of Quecnsland that there was a
decrease in the cost of living, the Mount
Morgan people were asking for an iucrease
i wages.

Mr, HaRTLEY: Do you say there was a 20
par cent. decrease in the living?

slr. VOWLES: I did ncot say that.
Harreey: The Mount Morgan Com-

pany asked for a 20 per cent. reduction in
Wages.
Mr. VOWLES: This list is only the first

chapter in the bock. (Government laughter.)
I come now to paragraph 5. We are told
in the Governor’s Speech that ““. LA
commission of three trustworthy, capable,
and  responsible permancnt officials 7" was
appeinted to remove the inequalities that
have arisen in the numerical strength of
saveral parliamentary electorates since the
las¢ redistribution of seat:. That being zo,
I presutue they are beyond the pale of eriti-
cism; and, when cne comes to consider it, it
is remarkable that for the purpose of creat-
ing a commission of that sort the Govern-
ment had to imvert men from the North
to do it. It would appear to me on looking
at the altered beundaries—one in particular
shown to me to-day in connection with Bunda-
berg, Wide Bay, and Burrum—that the boun-
daries have been deliberately altered in order
to cut out what are regarded es anti-Labour
votes in one district, and where another por-
tion of the district which is recognised as
a red-hot bed of Labour is shoved into the
clectorate.
The PreEwmier: Pure imagination,

Mr. VOWLES: Then the residential por-
tion of the Merthyr clectorate was cut out
and a portion which is regarded as wholly
L.abour has been added in order that they
may rogain that seat. I cannot imagine for
one morment that this Commission 1s as
impartial as it is alleged to be. It would
appear to me that there has been some sugges-
tion from some bedy behind them, as the
whole of their faults—and there are many—
err in the one direction, and that is in
favour of the present Government. The
Government rcalise that the coming party
in Quecnsland is the Country party. That is
evidenced by the votes that were received in
the Maranoa. The Commission deliberately
aboliched three Southern electorates held by
the Country party and one in the Northern
part of the State. 1 have becn told that
there has been an influx of population into
the city areas, and that the Commission
rightly “fixed those areas on a population
basis in accordance with the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act. I understand they did not exceed
one-eighth of the actual quota in the
metropolitan area. I shall probably be
told that in the previous redistribution in
the metropolitan area the Co'nmission
adopted one-tenth of the numbsr, but on this
occasion the Commission adonted only one-
cighth. There has certpinly been an influx
of population into Brishane, and lots of
names are on the rolls of persons who do not
exist at all. We lknow that during last
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clection a large number of persons voted who
could not be found. There are a lot of
fictitious names on the roll, and it is almost
an impossibility for anybody to find themn out.
We know that when men remove from one
electorate to another they do not get their

names removed from the first roll when thev.

get transferred, and 1% i common knowledge
that an organised band of individuals vote
not only once but two or three times at
every election. There is no dcubt there are
a number of persons on the roll in Brisbane
who have no right to have their names there;
and, on the strength of that, Brisbane is
getting greater representation than it is
entitled to at the expense of the country.
The Ilome SpcRETARY: How it is that the
local authoritics have got the same names?

Mr. VOWLLS: The hon. gentleman has
put hiz fcot into it there, because I under-
stand that a iot of people whose names are
on the municipal rell did not vote at the
last election, and when they were written to
they did not reply. We can only come to the
conclusion that these pcople do not exist.
The next paragraph reads—

“ 6. The Government’s apathy towards
the unemp.oyed in Quecusland, as shown
by the action of the Premivr in stifling
discussion 1n Pariiament whea this matter
was souz bt to be ventilated by the Oppo-
sition members during last session, and
the subsecuent failure of the Government
to provide work for the unemployed.”

During last session it became neccessary for
the uuempioyed of Brisbane to come to me
as lezder of the Opposition and ask me to
approach the Premier to do something to
relieve the position. On a previous occasion,
just before the Hcuse rose, the Premier pro-
mised me that he would do something to
relieve the distress of these people; and
he promised to find work by constructing a
road from Brisbane to Ipswich and & road
from Brisbane to Sandgate. Notwithstanding
those promises, nothing eventuated. I am
given to understand that the Trades Hall
blocked that matter again. They objected
to the men getting casual worlk, and said they
must get permanent work or nothing.

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr., VOWLES: The Premier told me that
the rcason the work was unot gonc on with
was because the local authority could not
find the plant. Surely the local authorities
could geot horses and drays, wheelbarrows,
and shovels.

The Fowme SEcRETARY: It requires inore
than that to make a road. What about crush-
ing the stonc and the roadmalking machines?

Mr. VOWLES: Surely these things could
be obtained in Brisbane., If not, you can
borrow them from the local authorities in
my district. During last session I received
a request from a deputation representing
2.000 unemployed. T was requested to see the
Premier and ask him, for goodness’ sake, to
do something for the unemployed. 1 saw
the Premier, and I told him that I was going
to bring the matter forward in the House.

The Premies : You had no practical sugges-
tion to make.

Mr. VOWLES: It was not a matter for
me to make practical suggestions. 1 agree
with the statement made by the late Dr.
Kidston, who said that it was time enough
for the doctor to prescribe when he was called
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in. I moved the adjournment of the House
to discuss the question of unemployed; and
you, Mr. Speaker, ruled that, as we were
dealing with Supply, we had an opportunity
of discussing grievances, and the matter could
be ventilated without adjourning the House.
I had already spolen, and my deputy, the
hon. member for Aubigny, rose in his place
and was delivering his speech on unemploy-
ment when the champion of Labour over
there steod up in his place, put on the
“ gag,” and closed the debate. An hon.
memper from the Upper Iouse who was
recently connected with an clection in the
West of Queensland had an opportunity of
ventilating that matter in that Chamber, and
he lost hundreds of votes for not doing so.
I consider the Government has failed in
evory direction in dealing with the unem-
ployed. Why?

Mr. GLEDSON: Because of the delegation te
Engiand.

Mr. VOWLES: It was because three men
went to Fngland—namely, the present
Premier and the present Treasurer—I will
not mention the third one. Why did we
lose our credit, and why are we turned down
{for money? I will read a report of a meet-
ing of directors of the Bank of Australasia
held in London on 21st March, 1921, It was
held after the delegation and after the last
election, and the whole matter had dropped.
This was what one of the directors, Mr.
Frederick Tomkinson, said—

1 should like to ask the chairman if
he can give us any satisfactory statement
with regard to the affairs of Quecnsland,
beecause some little time ago Queensland
was acting in a way which brought cis-
credit on that State in this country. As
an old member of the Stock Exchange,
we had nearly erased the name of Queens-
land from our list of securities. People
said, ‘Do not mention Queensland,” and
that feeling shows the great disadvan-
tage of hastily considered measures. I
do not wish to use any harsh terms, but
there seems to be a want of appreciation
in Queensland of the sanctity of contracts
entered into in the past.”

Previous to the delegation going home, cer-
tain articles appeared in the financial papers
in England.

Hon. W. FoRrGaN SMITH:
Queensland.

Mr. VOWLES: I was charged with paying
the expenses of the delegation myself. I
was charged this afternoon with attempting
to buy some members {rom the other side,
but I would not take one hon. gentleman
unless I got a pound of tea with him. The
fact remains that they have had a warning
in evervy quarter. They have had their little
fling with the electors, and have misrepre-
sented matter: over this delegation. They
have been trusted with another term of office,
and, notwithstanding the loyalty of the people
of Quecnsland in granting them another
£3,600,000, they have got into the financial
soup again, and are unable to get out. This
is realised by every one of their supporters.
As I said before, by an organised stone-
wall we were precluded from discussing the
question of State enterprises on the Esti-
mates last year. We had that opportunity
this afternoon, when I showed, so far as one
enterprise is concerned—that is, the Stato
stations—that it is an encumbrance on the

Mr. Vowles.)
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people, besides interfering with the legitimate
business of the people. We have £1,300,000
lying dead in that enterprise, because we
received no profit out of it at all. We had
a loss agaiust it last year, according to the
Auditor-General, of £25,000 on a capital of
21,300,000 ; whereas the Government claim
that they had a profit of 1.92 per cent. on
their ountlay. The hon, gentlemen justified
their retrospective taxation so far as the
man on the land is concernced and the
increased {reights and fares, on the ground
that the pastoral business was so profitable—
that such a huge amount of money was
being made out of it that the industry could
stand those increases. If the industry could
stand those inecreases, then the Government,
with its large capital and the facilities which
it has for carrying on its business, and the
fact that it is saved certain outgomga that
other businesses have to pay, should be able
to show a profit of more than 1.92 per cent.
The Government have been found wanting
in ordinary common business capacity. Look
at the Stats Fish Supply Department, and
what do we find? We find on page 23 of
the last Auditor-General's report that the
balance-sheet on the 30th June, 1920, dis-
closed an accumulated loss on that enter-
prise of £15973, and, to make matters worse,
the public are not getting cheap f[sh. Fish
is dearer than it was before the Government
entered into the business. Look at the State

coalmines. Look at what happened in m=
own electorate. Took at Warra. Look at
what has happened at Baralaba. We had

the same spectacle therce that we are prob-
ably having to-day in Rockhampton, where
we have the employees in a State enterprise
on strike. This Government, which stands
for conciliation, is unable to placate its own
employees.

Mr. HartLEY: They went back to work on
Monday.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; and it is quite pos-
sible they will be all out of worlk agzin cn
Monday next. I venture to say that, if any
one of the State enterprises in Queewsland,
with the exception of the Insurance Dopalt-
ment, were reported on by an independen
auditor who was permitted to compute the
assets and also the profits of those concerns,
on the same lines as a commercial house
makes up its returns, we would find every
onc making a loss. Ags far as the Fire
Insurance Department is concerned, I say
that the Fire Department is living on the
Workers” Coripensation Department in the
matter of overhead expenses. The Workers
Compensation Department, being compulsory
and being a monopoly, it could not help being
a success; buf, if you like to compare the
tariff that the public hbave to pay, you will
find in New South Wales private companies
are able to compete with one another on a
tariff which is better to the employer than
the employer has to pay in ‘Queensland
to-day. There is only one State enterprise
in Queensland to-day that has been balanced
up, and that is one to which I have fre-
quentlv referred, and I may refer to it again
on this occasion—that is, the purchase of
Mount Hutton. This property cost £73,000,
and the Government had the handling of it
for about four years. They had 550 calves
as a gift after the original purchase was
made, and had all the intermediate brand-
ings, and at the end of the term they had
1,500 head of cattle short of the number they
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originally purchased. During one election
Mr. Hunter, now Agent-General, and another
hon. gentleman who was a Minister in this
House, told the public of Quecnsland that
they had made a profit of £35,000 on that
Mount Hutton propesition alone. Now that the
matter has been balanced up and every asset
has been realised, we find, after four years of
handling that propertv that there is a loss
of £5,900, and that loss will be increased,
plO\ldCd 700 head of cattle missing from the
run, and which are supposed to be in some
place. do not materialise. We have never
been able to find them. They have not come
to light yet, and, as they were purchased at
£4 10:. por head, there is a further £3,000
odd to add to that loss of £5,500. That 15 .
the net result of working l\lount Hutton for
four years. That being so, is it any wonder
that the finances of Qucen sland are in their
present dreadful condition?

The matter of maturing loans has been
sufficicntly dealt with, but we have at last
got information from the Government in
regard to some of those items, and we have
got a litile more information than appears
in the Auditor-General’s report. The Pre-
mier has told us now that provision was
made, not by him, but by somebody else, to

~cure the £400,000 that we already owe, in
‘rhc new a?leement for the tzking over of the
bsnk; but there is a sum of nearly £750,000
which the hon. gentleman is trusting to luck
to get. We have to realise that he has been
trying to sell debentures at 6 per cent. for a
(011>1demble time, and the public have not
been very anxious to take them up. There
is no rush for them, and, if there is no rush
for them, there is goiug to be no rush for
that £750.000 for which we have to pay
6 per cent.—probably more—simply because
we have killed our opportunity, as long as
this Government is in existence, of gettmg
money at a reasonable rate in the old
country, where we were always financed in
the past.

2ir. BreENwan: Our credit is better than
the credit of any country in the world.

“ir. VOWLES: I would like to refer the
hon. member again to what is stated in this
paper by Mr. Frederick Tomkinson, a mem-
ber of the London Stock HExchange, about
Australia, If that is his opinion, it is the
cpinien of the London Stock Kxchange, and
it is not as though Queensland were the only
place in existence thet desired to borrow
nioney on security. They can lend money
where there are Governments that are honest,
and that will not introduce legislation for
the nurpose of breaking contracts—immoral
legislation—and Governments that will pay.

The PreEmiER: What contract have we
brokn;n?

. VOWLES: Is there any need for me
‘ro go over that question again, when the
hon. gentleman broke leases entered into in
the name of the Government, and imposed
new conditions?
The PrReMIER: What leases?

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. gentleman is try-
ing to quibble, as he has done on other
occasions. and I am not going to waste my
time on that matter. That embraces No. 11.

The creation of our State enter-

{10 p.m.] pu~es—(‘om1ng into competition
with ordinary individuals when

it suited their purpose in the markets, and
forcing producers into immoral contr Hctn and
compe;hnv them to sell their products below
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the cost of production—has been the means,
more particularly in dairying districts, of
keeping industries at a standstill, because
the public are in a state of insecurity, never
knowing what legislation will come forward
from day to day. We had an hon. gentle-
man opposite last session introducing the
application of the principles of the Industrial
Arbitration Act to one of our rural indus-
tries, in conncction with the Wheat Pool
Act. It is staring us in the face in the
Governor’s Speech that there is going to be
another amendment of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. I know that the gentleman who
contested the Maranoa recently made cer-
tain remarks in the other Chamber, the effect
of which was that he hoped the time would
soon arrive when all the rural industries,
which at present are excluded from the ambit
of the Arbitration Act, would be brought
within it. If you apply the conditions of the
Industrial Arbitration Act to the dairying
industry, you are going to kill the only
industry which, at the present time, is bring-
ing gold from places outside Australia into
Gueensland to help us to pay our Iinterest
and our debts, The Government says that
it is out to help the workers under the
Workers’ Dwelling Act; that it is going to
provide returned soldiers and others with
public money, in order to enable them to
build honics and make improvements on
their land. The timber is supposed to be
cheap, and the houses to be reasonable, but
here we have the Government extracting
huge royalties from the timber millers, with
the result that the timber at the stump is
more expensive than one could buy dressed
timber for his house six years ago.

The SeCRETARY FOR Pusric LaxDs:
know it is absolutely untrue.

Mr. VOWLES: I know it is correct, and
I challenge the hon. gentleman. Do you
charge royalties according to distances?

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: We do
not charge timber taxes or royalty in
Queensland at all.

. Mr. VOWLES: Then, what do you call
it? Shakespeare says that ‘“a rose by any
other name would smell as swect.”” Whether
you call it stumpage or royalty makes no
difference. If you have to pay 18s. per 100
at the stump, I call it a royalty. That is put
on the cost of the material to the con-
sumer, and I am correct when I say that
I bought the timber for the lining and ceil-
ing of my house in Dalby at a less price
than the miller is paying the Government
for rovalty to-day.

A GoOvERNMENT MEMBER: How long ago?

Mr. VOWLES : It was fourteen years ago.
I remember that on one occasion, when the
late Hon. T. J. Ryan issued a challenge to
the Government of the day, one of the rea-
sons he brought before the House as to why
the Government should be displaced was the
fact that it was extracting royalties from the
public and misapplying the moner:; and
then it was only a noniinal sum compared
with what it is to-day. You cannot gull
the public; you cannot give men cheap
houses and charge them the price you are
charging for the timber. While the Govern-
ment are collecting this huge sum of money
and using it for their own particular pur-
pose, building is becoming prohibitive, with
the result that carpenters in particular are
unable to get work. It is bad enough in the
towns, but in the country there is practically
no building going on anywhere. If you look

You
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in the “ Industrial Gazette” you will find
that in every district there are carpenters
out of work.  The Government should know
that the solution is to give people cheaper
timber, and not to extract these royaltles—_to
try and create building, instead of retarding
it.

Mr. BrenwaN: Why did the Federal
Government close the timber mills down?

Mr. VOWLES: If they did close the mills
down, there may be a few persons oub of
employment who were working in the mxl.ls;
but the fact of those mills not producing
sawn timber will not affect the carpenters,
because there are thousands and thousands
of feet of sawn timber to-day in Brisbane
and in the country waiting to be sold and
operated on when the cost of building
becomes reasonable. )

Mr. BRexNAN : Are there no private timber
firms ?

Mr. VOWLES:

which are making

There arc timber firms

huge fortunes; they
obtained timber concessions when royal-
ties were very small; but the institution
which is making fortunes for these people is
the Government, who are charging royalties
in some cases six times, or 600 per cent.,
over what a man purchased his timber for
previously, and allowing him to make the
difference in his profit on his timber from
the mill. The particular men the hon. mem-
ber is referring to would not get those profits-
The (tovernment may have made a mistake
in regard to the price they a_rranged; but,
if a man has got the concession at 2s. 6d.
per 100 feet, and you fix it at 12s. 6d., you
immediately place 10s. per 100 feet in his
pocket, and make a rich man of him at the
expense of those who want houses. I say
yeu should charge a man a fair royalty;
he will make some profit; but not the huge
profit the Government is putting in his pocket
to-day.

T would now refer to the action of the
Glovernment in its encouragement of indis-
criminate gambling. I do not want to be a
hypocrite. I go to the racecourse, but I
would not permit gambling anywhere except
on a registered racecourse. We have seen
the Government giving permits to certain
individuals to carry on gambling that the
crdinary spicler would be put in gaol for
doing, and the procceds of that vice are used
in order to help to keep hon. gentlemen
opposite in their snug billets and to pay
their expenses at clection time. I am told
my time is up. I sincerely trust that hon.
members opposite will give every considera-
tion to the matters I have placed before
them. I ask them to realise that the time
is ripe for a change. We do not want hon.
members opposite living behind a  cloak,
and pretending to their electors that they
are in sympathy with us, unless they do the
practical fthing and come over here and
support us, sit with us, and sign our plat-
form, and get rid of the incubus of the
present CGovernmient, which has brought
Queensland to such a bad state, and which
will cripple her altogether unless the
Government is got rid of.

OrrosiTion MemBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 rise to second
the motion so ably moved by the leader of
the Oppositon, and in doing so I want to
say that I feel sure hon. members will realisc
their duty to their country and their elec-
torates, and will allow their own consciences
to be their masters, and for once rise above

My, Carger.]



54 Want of Confidence BMotion.

those ties of party which, on other oceasions,
make them vote against the dictates of their
consciences and the interests of the State.
The Country party is not launching this
metion from any party poiant of view. Tt is
doing it absolutely in the interests of the
taxpayer and the country. It is not so many
years since the present Premier assisted to
Iaunch a vote of censure against the previous
Government on the grounds, amongsi others,
of the Government’s
“Tampering  with electoral laws for
party purposes, failure to produce a
sound policy of railway construction, bad
management of railways, failure to pro-
vide for maturing loans,”
and said that the Government were deserv-
ing oi the severest censure, as not being
faithful to their promises. On this occa-
sion, I think you will agree, all sections
of the people cxpress no confidence in
this Government, while we had from their
own organisations indications of their dis-
gust with the present Administration. The
Auditor-General’s report has produced most
damaging cvidence of the Government's
mmcapacity fairly to conduct the business of
the country, and, if any further evidence be
needed, it may be found in the daily DPress
reports of speeches in Brisbane and every
country town by unemploved who want some
kind of work and are offered only a pittance,
The Government have dene everything that
is possible to kill the incentive to worls and
destroy the reward of thrift. to cripple pro-
duction, to kill our industries and kill the
State. If we want to build up a good State
of Queensland, we must not allow a bad
Government of Queensland to hinder us. It
is not that the country is not goud cnough,
but that the Government is too politically
rotten to enable us to develop as we should.
I find from a Press clipping that the hon.
member for Maryborough, in addressing 100
unemployed assembled at Queen’s Park at
Maryborough, certainly told the truth. He
said—
“ It was no use his going there to pull
their legs. The financrs of the Govern-
ment had got them absolutely strangled.”

{Laughter.) Ts that not evidence of want of
confidence by one of their own moembers.
and certainly a fairly extreme one? Then
I have another cutting—

‘A deputation representing the unem-
vloyed section ¢f the Australian Workers’
[Tnion was introduced to the Home Secre-
tary (Mr, McCormack) on Friday by Mr.
' Riordar, M.L.A. At a mecting of
the unemploved section later in the day
the devutation reported that it had been
received very disrourteouslyv. Wr. MeCor-
mack had been ‘ vers abusive’ and bad
accused. not only them, but Mr. Riordan
also of seeking te make political capital
out of the unemploymet situation. Thev
had =0t no satisfaction whatever from
Mr. McCormack.”

They got no satisfaction from the CGovern-
ment. and the meeting psssed a resolution
of protest. and deterinined to circulate it
throughout the hon. member’s elactorate. We
also find that the Metropolitan District
Labour Council passed a motion to the effect
that unless the Lahour Government were pre-
pared to adhere to its principles—the prin-
ciples embodied in the Labour platform—it
would be better that it should rosign office.
Thus, in their own institutions, amongst
their own individual supporters, they found
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evidence of lack of confidence. Large meet-
ings have been held in all parts of Queens-
land and dizgust expressed at the Govern-
ment’s programme, and also sympathy for the
unemployed. who were the victims of the
class legislation which they had passed. When
the Government took cffice and introduced
their «cluss legislation, the Opposition told
them it would bring about a dearth of emplhoy-
ment. a smaller number of persons receiving
greater amounts and a great number of
persons recelving nothing; and their pre-
dictions had been fulfilled. The Government
complain that they have not the necessary
money, but, from the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition, it is evident that the
Government have received and expended
much more than any other Government ever
hoped to have. They have spent £57,000,020
of revenue and £15,000,000 of loan money.
Wkhere has it gone to? We have in_ certain
distriets increased our Savings Barle deposits.
The policies of this and past Governments
have meant that from 1909 to 1920 the Savings
Bank deposits have increased from £5,600,000
ta £17,000,000.

The FHowmg SECRETARY: Are you blaming us
for that?

Mr. CORSER: I am blaming past Govern-
ments, and more particularly this Govern-
ment. They spend loan money and complain
bacaus« they cannot get all they want. In
1915, when they werc making their first
successful apneal to the people, they had
printed at ‘“The Worker” office the little
“ red book ”* of what the Labour policy really
meant.

The Houme SeCRETARY: That is not red; it
is pink.

Mr. CORSER: It has faded, like your
policy. (Laughter.) This is what the “red
book” has to say—

“The Labour party demands that this
state of affairs shall cease. It demands
that deflinite measures shall be taken to
wipe out loans as they mature, instead
of following the fatal course of contract-
ing new debts in order to pay off old
ones, and continuing the payment cf
interest vear after year without in any
way reducing the principal owing.

‘It is abzolutely esscntial that some-
thing should be dene to put an end to a
situation so crushingly oppressive. If
the working class ~could reulise how
they are being robbed bv the institution
known as the public debt, there would
be an outery against further berrowing
from one end of the country to the
other.”

The Government claimed that the people of
Queensland stopped them getting money on
the other side; yet they successfully and
without compulsion, secured the greater por-
tion of £2.000,000 in Queensland, and they
have squandered that with the rest.

The PrEMIER : Finance dees not secm to be
your strong point.

Mr. CORSER: It is the hon. gentleman’s
strong point—he seems to have done very
well by it. The poliey of snending loan
money 1s a good one, desnite what the Labour
party used to say: but loan money must be
spent not alone with the idea of securing the
interest from the concern on which the mone«=
is spent but to encourage the development of
secondary industries where those productive
works have been carried out.

Mr. CorLixs: You tried to block the iron
and steel works at Bowen.
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Mr. CORSER: That is

arother picture the
Government held up.

They also were going
to have coal mines. They lLad one in the
Dalhy district. 1t was closed so far as the
production of coal was concerned, but durisg
the drought the farmers watered their cattle
on it. There were iron and steel works, coal
mines, fish shops, and State stations. When
we refer to the State enterprises we ¢an
refer to the arsenic, as the Hlome Secretary
would like us to do. Fe ought to be ashamed

to mention arsenic in this House again.
Before this House adjourned last vear I
charged the Government with selling to

primary producers for clearing Dll(‘klv pear
arsenic which analysed only per cent.
The Home Secretary dealt with me practi-
cally as a criminal. Tle appealed to the
House to say what they thought of a man
who sent down a stone and said it wa

Government arsenic. The Premier did nof
let me down any lighter. They endcavoured
by every means in their power to bring me
to carth. They sent the police up “from
Mount Perry to seize this arsonic. They
sealed it up and brought it to Brisbane
under police escort. I Thotice it was very
oarefully stated who were present at the
opening of this areenic which was to seal my
future fate in Parliament—

“Yesterday the seal was broken by
the Assistanf Government Analyst in the
presence of the Minister for Mines (Mr.
Jones), the Home Secretary (M.
MeCorneack), the Police Commissioner
(Mr. Short), and representatives of the
Press.”

Certain apolesics for absence, I believe, were

received. (Laughter.)
The HoyMe SecreraRY: One from you.

(Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: I was the only one who
was not asked to be present. The individual
for whom I was making the appeal first
wrote to the Government and complained-of
the arsenic, and the reply he received was
that this arsenie \\ovld go 85 per cent. or 90
per cent. Instead of 1ts tromfr 19 per cent.,
as T stated, and as is shown in this certifi-
cate, the first sample went 14 per cent. To
try and defend themsclves, the Government
went to the biggest institutions in Brisbane
to whom they had supplied arsenic, and got
certificates that the arsesic supplied to them
had gone 91 per cent.. 82 per cent., and 93
per cent. That was true, showing that to
the bigger merchants thev were selhng that
arsenie, and to the farmer they sold I4 per
cent. arsenic. (Laughter.) This individual
in the country svent £30 or £40 spraying
with a man he had to hire. The CGovern-
ment told him he must clean the pear f1orn
his land. He feund he was only watering it
the pesr enjoved it. Fortunately, we are not
bourd and tied to the Government, and we
are able to voice the sentiments of our
eleztors.  When this Government came into
power the Queensland rajlways were paying
£4 5s. Td. per cent. To-day they are paving
15s. 5d. p(‘l cent.  What is more; on three
ocecasions the Government have increased the
freights and fares to try and cover up the
maladministration of the department. Even
so, on the second last occasion there was a
deficit of £1500.000. Yet just before the
elections of 1915, when they were asking for
the confidence of the people, this is the
motion they moved-—

“That in the opinion of this House the

freight charges on the Quecensland
Government railways are cxcessive and

[11 Avcust.]
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require readjusting on long-distance
routes with a view to a general reduc-
tion, for the following reasons:—

They arc iaimical to the best intercsts
of the man on the land:

They retard closer settlement in the
interior, and are a serious handicap to
that developmental work so essential to
the progress and prosperity of the
State.’

These statements are quite true, and T use
them against the Govermment in support of
the non-confidence mution that the leader of
the Opposition has been good enough to
launch this evemng.

The HOME SECHETARY :
that.

Mr. CORSER: I have never yet opposed
a motion like that. The net revenus pro-
duced by this Government per individual
empleyed in the Railwav Department in
1914 was £102, and in 1919 the amount was
£17 per head—due to the mismanagement
and the laclk of control! on the part of the
Government.

The PREMIER :
hood.

Mr. CORSER: They arc your own figures;
so they may be false. The Premier i1s not
going to misrepresent my statement. In
1914 the revenue produced per man on the
railways was £102, and in 1919 it was only
£17 per man.

Mr. GrepsoN: Do you
raised to make it up?

Mr. CORSER: You have raised the fares
quite enough. Wo want better administra-
tion—fairness and honesty. We want con-
fidence from the pcople in the Administra-
tion; and we do not want the continuation
of the maladminisiration, and the class-
censciouns administration that we have had
during the last few years. They not only
tax but they aggravate cverybody who tries
to do iomethmq for himself. They have
hampered existing industries, and provented
new ones coming into existence. I have
plentr of proof of that. ;

The Houe SecreTsrY: You went outside
when that motion was put.

Mr. CORSER: I challenge the hon. gentle-

You voted against

That is a deliberate false-

want the fares

man again to show that in ¢ Hansard.”
That is absolutely untrue. Be a man and
apologise,

Tho HoMe SecreTARY: You did not vote
for

T‘Il CORSER: By their land policy they
have displeased th» man who has to go out
and make his living on the land and develop
the State. Their pohcv of perpetual lease
is a policy dictated to them by the power
behind the throne—-the big-wigs in the
Trades Hall, The Trades Hall officials are
responsible for the wnolicy of the Govern-

ment, and that is why the people’s confi-
dence has bieen shaken, becanse the people
who go out into the bush cannot have
the frochold of their land. T want to
show the non-corfidencs of the countrv
peonla in this leei<lation. A  Workers

Political Orranisation wrefe tn me. and
asked me to advocate perpetual leases in the
onering of sfome land round Monnt Perry,
and I was able to reply that these lands
weculd be open either for perpetual lease or
freehold tenure. When the Land Court was
over, I was surprisnd to find that no appli-
cations were made for porpetual leases. We
have got to-day conditions in the country
which are not acceptable to the country

Mr. Corser.]
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people. The perpetual lease system is dic-
tated by men who have not to go out on
the land, but who get their bread and butter
easicr than that, and yet will not let the
country man say what his conditions of
entployment shall Le. The soldiers’ settle-
raent is another reason for non-confidence
in the Government. The soldier seftler to-
day has to live under more severe conditions
tlian the ordinary settlet, He has to reside
on his land for ten wvears, and cannot dispose
of it before then, except to another returned
soldier; whereas an ordinary individual
who did not go to the war can transfer after
five years to whom he likes. These matters
were pointed out to the Government when
the Bill was going through, and we on this
side moved amendments to try and rectify the
anomalies in the intercsts of our soldiers;
but the Government, by the force of weight
of numbers, were able to defeat our amend-
nients.  The soldier to-day is a vietim of
those conditions, brought about by the
Government who have lost the confidence
of the country right throughout. It is a
fine thing to have the opportunity of launch-
ing a protest against them.

I have given some instances where the
Trades Hall and workers’ political organisa-
tions have passed resolutions against the
Government. If there is one part of the
Government policy on which they stand con-
demned, and on which they have lost confi-
dence, 1t is on their public works policy,
particularly in the country districts. Anvone
going Into the country districts will find the
open-air schools with the blinds in a dilapi-
dated condition. In sonic cases you can
poke your hand through them, and I know
cns teacher who was asked to sew them up.

The public works policy of the Government

s net carried out as it should be. We have
got in:tances in their own ranks where they
show a want of confidence in the Govern-
ment. I can quote from the letter of one of
their Trades llall friends in Maryborough,
an  ex-president  of  the  Maryborough
Worleers’” Political Organisation, Mir, Jowcph
K. Vance, junr. Mr. Vance, in a letter to
the “ Maryborough Chronicle,” said that he
notieed from the * Standard” newspaper
that a jibe had been given to the member
for Burnett when he asked certain questions
regarding certain public cxpenditure. This
is what Mr. Vance says in his letter—
¢ 8ir,—For several years I have worked
as a carpeuter in the Works Department
Construction Branch. This is run under
the so-called day-labour system. I might
here say that the day labour appealed
to me as right. Let me add, this so-
called day-labour system in operation is
anything but right. I may have come
into confiict time and again with the
officials. At one time I demanded a
public irquiry. Instead they sent up a
departmental official, who told me that
he was given instructions to inquire into
any work then in progress, but that he
was not, under any circumstances what-
ever. to inguire into any work that was
finished. It seems practically hopeless,
where offieials protect cach other in this
manner, to straighten the whole wretched
business. However, I wish to refer to the
lIatest exploit of this precious Works
Department. The member for Burnett,
B. H. Corser, for reasons of his own,
moved for a_ return concerning improve-
ments to the South Gayndah  State

[3£7. Corser.
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School, also the removal of residence from
Sunbury to South Gayndah School. The
answer is an example of the honesty (?}
of the department. The first section of
the work was bungled badly. I was
requested to take charge of the job, and,
if possible, pull the whole business out
of the mud. I was shown an official
document, which stated that the first sec-

tion was then largely exceeded. The
section. was even then far from com-
plete. In spite of all this, the Works

Department now statc the first section
was done under cstimate. In future I
shall know what value to place on state-
ments of the Works Department, and
retnembeor the old adage that ‘figures
can’t lie, but liars can figure.””

(Opposition laughter.) There is a proof that
their own supporters have no confidence in
them. I know that the Government are par-
ticularly anxious to reply to the statements
of the leader of the Opposition. If mem-
hers opposite will only vote as their conscience
dictates, then those statements that have been
made are worthy of their consideration and
support. I have every confidence that we
will secure some encouragement, and this
motion will give us an opportunity of seeing
whether it is possible in this House to break
party ties. Mr. Higgs has been driven from
the Labour party, and the time has arrived
in Qucensland for members of the Govern-
ment party to express themselves freely and
honestly.

The PREMIER : It is quite evident that
the leader of the Country party has no kind
of expectation that his motion will be car-
ried. The tactics adopted by him in bring-
ing the motion before the House are sufficient
indication of that. He could have found a
more complete and effective manner of test-
ing the confidence of the House in the
Gavernment by following the usual practice
of moving an amendment to the Address in
Reply.

Mr. VowLes: That is not the usual prac-
tice. Look up the records.

The PREMIER : That was the only logical
practical course to adopt to see if the Govern-
ment had lost the confidence of the House.
Tt would have given members an opportunity
of secing what the Government’s sessional
programme was, but the hon. member evi-
dently framed his motion before even hear-
ing the Governor's Speech. The hon.
gentleman’s arguments were poverty-stricken.
and he had to rely on many stale matters
dealt with two, three, and four years ago.
The hon. member’s speech was founded on
matters that have been debated ad nauseam
in this Chamber for the last five or six
vears.

Mr. VOWLES: You cannot reply to taem

The PREMIER: I am going to reply to
them, and therc is a very effcetive reply to
the futile string of objections that the hon.
member has levelled against the Government,
The hon. member has absolutely no kind of
cxpoctation that this motion will meet with
success, and I am going to show why that is
s0. After the hon. member gave notice of the
motion, so little notice did his own sup-
porters take of it. and so little expectation
had they that it would be carried, that they
immediately gave notice of questions to
Ministers that they knew could not be
answered until this motion had been defeated.
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They continued to debate various other sub-
jects raised in the Chamber without any
regard to the hon. member’s feelings for
his own motion of want of confidence, which
should have, if he had any proper belief that
the thing would b2 taken zeriously by the
House, been pressed on and dealt with.
Not only that. but prominent members of
his own party have to-day made requests to
Ministers to see deputations of their consti-
tuents.
Mr. Vowres: Did you receive them?

The PREMIER: No; I took the correct
view that I will not receive deputations
upon subjects which are dealt with in this
motion of want of confidence until the motion
itself is dealt with by the House.

Mr. CorseR: Any chance to inconvenience
country people who come down here on
deputations ! '

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
be able to gather comfort from that kind
of utterance. but let me give him a further
cxample of their lack of experience or utter
futility in this matter. Certain members of
the Country party have approached Ministers
since notice of this motion was given and
asked Ministers to attend their constituencies
in the country two months hence to open
shows. (Government laughter.)

Mr. Corser: Name them.

The PREMIER : I would not be so unkind,
not publicly at any rate, as to name them,
but I will give the hon. member the names.
The hon. member was good enough to deal
seriatim with this long and not very formid-
able indictment. I do not know whether he
was the draftsinan of the motion or not. I
do not want to be too critical about the
language employed or the manner in which
it is put together, but let us deal with the
motion in the way he did.

No. 1—

“ Failure to carry out the functions of
government and allowing committees out-
side Parliament, and not representative
of the clectors, to dictate to the Govern-
ment in matters of public policy and
importance.”

There is a beautifully vague charge upon
which to challecnge a Government! What
kind of evidence docs he bring forward?
He made some kind of reference to an indefi-
nite happening in 1915, I think he said—
something that is alleged to have happened
because one of my early colleagues in the
prescnt Administration attended a meeting
at the Trades Hall. That is supposed to be
an evidence of dictstion by outside com-
mittees—some kind of noxious, extraneous
influence on this Adminstration in this late
hour of cur esperience, and after two elec-
tions have been fought and won by the
Government in the meantime,
No. 2—

“ Failure to call Parliament together
to creats the necessary amandment to
the Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916,
to permit a working arrangement being
made between the Mount Morgan Gold-
nmining Company, Limited, and its
employees.”

The hon. member apparently recognised the
thin ice he was skating on in dealing with
that question, and carefully evaded the chal-
lenge from this side as to what his own policy
would be in regard to Mount Morgan.

Mr. Vowcrgs: I said you were Premier.

[11 Aveust.]
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The PREMIER: Yes, and I have not
hesitated in saying what I believe should be
the solution of the Mount Morgan trouble.
From the commencement of the difficulty at
Mount Morgan T used all my efforts to bring
about a solution of the difficulty there to
enable the operations to be continued.
Realising how serious a matter it was for so
large an undertaking to be suspended, I
brought the partics together on more than
one occasion, and I was publicly thanked
by the reprcsentatives of the company—Mr.
Kelso King, chairman of directors, and Mr.
Boyd, the general manager—on the one side,
and by the unions on the other, for my inter-
vention in the matter. Unbappily, I was
unable to get the parties absolutely to settle
the torms on which a resumption of work
could take place. That was not because of
any defect or shortcoming on the part of
the Government. I firmly believed most of
what the company said, if not the whole of
what they said, in regard to the losses that
were being incurred, and their general state-
ment that they could not work under the
present condition of the metal market without
loss. I believed that to be the fact, and I
belicved their offer to be bona fide, and I
advised the employees to endeavour to come
to some arrangement, even if it meant some
scheme of deferred payment or the adoption
of some kind of sliding scale. I thought that
would be the solution of the difficulty. At
the samie time I admitted and stated candidly
that the problem was one for the employees
to solve in conjunction with the employers.
The matter, at any rate, was not prejudiced,
as the hon. member stated, by the sending to
Mount Morgan from Brisbane or elsewhere of
what he terms pald agitators to prevent a
scttlement. That statement is a mere beg-
ging of the question on the part of the Oppo-
sition. The employees themselves and their
own elected officials and controlled officers
in Mount Morgan decided the question; and
to level a charge against the Government
that we have failed in our duty because we
did not call Parliament together to amend
the Arbitration Act simply indicates on the
part of the leader of the Opposition a woeful
lack of a knowledge of the situation. It
appears to me that the hon. member wanted
Parliament to be called together to suspend
or to amend out of all recognition the
Arbitration Act. - Apparently he wants to
bring about the wholesale destruction of
wages awards; apparently he wanis to
undermine the wages system of Queensland,
and take away by drastic class legislation
what the workers have won in the last five
vears. Apparently, because there are in
Qucensland some industries which arc carry-
ing on under difficulties, which fact we all
recognise, he wants to impose the whole
burden on the workers, and to amend their
wages and take away their privileges, increase
the hours, and do what his colleagues in
South  Australia are doing—attempt to
destroy the advantages which the workers
have gained in recent years.

Mr. Vowres: Look at our programme.
The PREMIER: I have looked at your
programme. The next paragraph says—

“ That the Government does not repre-
sent a majority of the electors of Queens-
land.”

I am not going to try to camouflage the posi-
tion—as a matter of fact, members on this
side are accustomed to stand up to facts

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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and look them in the face—I am not going
to contend that at the last State elections
a majority of the electors voted for this party.
Unfortunately for them, and unfortunately,
perhaps, for us, they did not; but there
were more electors who voted for this party
than there were electors who voted for any
other party in Queensiand. What have hon.
members to say about that? There were
recorded for the endorsed Labour candidalos
—there can be no equivacztion about the
votes cast for thom—168,000 votes in round
figures. There were cast for the National
party 77,000 votes, and for the leader of the
Oppesition’s  party—the Country party—
54,000 votes. The hon. member is

[11 p.m.] challenging the Government and
wants to replace them, and one

of the grounds on which he challenges the
Government is that they do no represent the
elcctors.  We represent more than three times
the voters that the hon, gentleman’s party
represents.  The hon, member has the insuffer-
able impertinence to want to come here and
occupy these benches on the ground that we
have lest the confidence of the electors. Look
at the grounds on which the hon. gentleman
would displace the Government., FHe gives
the result of the recent local authorities
elections as a ground for turning the Govern-
ment out of office. T do not know why the
hon. gentleman did not refer to the recent
hospital election in Cunnamulla whers a Go-
vernment candidate was defeated, or to a
local dog show at Camooweal or somewhere
else where a Government candidate was
defeated.  Why not register that as an
evidence of want of confidence in the Govern.
ment and demand our resignation? This
Government represents a majority of the con-
stitueneies in Queensland, and while we onn-
tinue to do that we are going fo continue in
office and administer the affairs of this State,

An Orposition Memser: If you are lilcky.
The PREMIER: The hon.

gests if we are lucky.
if we are true to our pledges. (Opposition
laughter.)  Hon. members opposite, I am
told rather authoritatively, have boen casting
around and attempting to buy members of
the Labour party, but they have not suc-
ceeded. The hon. gentleman spoke most
contemptuously to-night, and said that he
would not have any members from this side,
even if they were given to him. They are
not likely to be given to him. The Labour
party is not a party which $rims its
sails to every passing breeze; it is clected
upon a well-established and well-defined plat-
form. We have well-recognised and well-
established prineiples. and we are going to
stick to them and advocate them. If we are
defeated by the clectors in the process we
will accept our defeat, but while we continue
to represent a majority of the coustituencies
we will stop here, and hon. members opposite
will have to bc content to squeal from that
side of the House, to show their lack
of knowledge of finance, and to give
pitiable exhibitions sueb as the seconder of
this motion gave in the course of a rather
lengthy speech. The hon. member also drags
in a reference to the Maranoa by-clection,
The same thing applies there. A decision
in a Federal election might be a justification,
in the hon. member's mind. for turning a
State Government out of office. but in no one
else’s mind. I do not know whether the hon.
member will suggest that the British Govern-

[Hon. E. @G. Theodore.

member sug-
No, we can do that
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ment, which represents a vast majority of
the constituents in the House of Commons,
should give up office because it was defeated
in a by-clection. One of the grounds for
the suggested dismissal of the Government
is that the Government has used the Elec-
toral Districts Act of 1910 for party pur-
poses  and has created new boundaries in
order to strengthen its position. That is the
most remarkable indictment of the whole
lot. The hon. member and his party in
every session during the last four years—
and it applies to the Nationalist party also—
have, with tedious repetifion, charged the
Government with carelessness and neglect of
duty in not having had a redistribution of
seats. There would have been a-redistribu-
tion in the last Parliament; but an account
of manipulations, more or less successful, of
the Nationalists and others in bringing about
a boycott in London, they precipitated an
election in Queensland. (Opposition laugh-
ter.) At any rate, there was no time to have
a_redistribution ; but when we got over the
election, at the first opportunity a redistri-
bution was undertaken, They criticised the
Government for not moving under the Act of
1910. The late Home Secretary, the hon.
member for Albert, suggested that there was
no necessity to got legislation through, as
we had all the legislative machinery. and all
that was necessary to do was to appoint a
Commission. We have acted on that sugges-
tion, and a Commission has been appointed.

When the Commissicn was appointed the
names were announced, and they were
received with unanimous approval, The

“ Brisbane Courier.” which nover misses an
opportunity of criticising the Government,
could find no complaint with the constitution
of the Commisison. The *“Daily Mail”
and every other newspaper all publicly stated
that the gentlemen selected were men of high

probity and considerable experience, and
men in whom everyone could have con-
fidence. The Commission had a difficult task

because of the slipshod nature of the old
Act, which was passed by a previous Adminis-
tration, and not by us, but they did their
worle faithfully and well. They consulted
the various interests.

Mr. MACGREGOR interjected.

The PREMIER: They did not consult the
Government., The hon. member apparently
has been very displeased with what we have
been doing this session. I have watched him,
and noticed that he has been unable to raise
a smile. Now that T am dealing with some-
thing which seems to interest the hon. gentle-
man esnecially, he seems to be galvanised
into life.

Mr. BrBpixGToN: Tell us what instructions
were given to the Commission.

The PREMIER: No instructions were
given to the Commission. That is a most
cowardly attack to make on the Commission.
I think it was bencath the leader of the
Opposition to descend to the tactics he did
to-night in making the reflections he made.
It was a gross calumny on men who canuot
reply to those reflections. Look at the elec-
toral map and examine the districts, .and you
will find that the Commission did its work
well in the interests of the whole State, and
absolutely without regard to party interests
whatever.

Mr Vowres: I do not agree.with that.
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The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
in 1911 had a redistribution in hand, and what
kind of gerrymandering did they indulge
in? And the hon. member now has the
infernal cheek to talk about gerrymandering !
The hon. member and other hon. members
benefited by the deliberately arranged politi-
cul redistribution of that year. Prior to that
therve were, I think, eight double electorates
in Queensland, and they so ayranged matters,
and the Commission was so sclected, as to
make of each one safe Nationalist seat and
onc Labour seat. There was no complaint
from the Labour party. We put up with it
because we knew that it was inevitable.

Mz, ComsEr: You got a two to one
majority on that same redistribution.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
either very short of memory or is deliberately
mishandling the truth. The redistribution
was in 1911 and the election in 1912, and we
lost it, The hon. member rays that the
Country party has becn made to suffer.
That may be the unhappy result. It cer-
tainly was not the desire of this party to
compel country constituencies to suffer,
whether reprecsented by members of this
party or that, but we had to take the
machinery provided by the Act, and
unhappily—I say it quite candidlv—such a
redistribution was bound to give the metro-

polis and other large cities additional
representation.  The North, fortunately, just
held its proportion and we retained our

sixteen seats—only sixteen seats for a very
important division of the State. I deplore
the necessity to adhere to a quota—nprovided
not by oursclves but by our predecessors—
which gives to the metropolis more repre-
sentation. I do not know whether hon. mem-
bers suggest that the quota for city clector-
ates should be twice that for country
electorates, but we had to have some kind
of approach to the principle of ‘““omne vote,
one value.”

Mr. BEBRINGTON: In some cases you make
the country scats larger than the city seats.

The PREMIER: No. VYou will find that
thers was a more liberal application of the
quota under this scheme in favour of the
country than under the previous scheme.
(Opposition dissent.) At any rate, that can

be discussed at greater length later on. What.

I want to point out is that it is ridiculous
and abseclutely absurd to charge the Govern-
ment  with deliberate gerrymandering of
boundaries.

The nrxt charge is that of alleged * apathx
towards unemployment, as shown by the
Premier’s stifling of discussion.”” as the leader
of the Opposition puts it. There is not a
single sciztilla of justification for that charge.
To charge a Government with such apathy
is simply playing with words and sending
up fireworks. If there is any apathy towards
the unemploved or the * bottom dog,” it
comes from the other side of the House. I
acknowledgs that there are unsmployed, and
I acknowledee the extreme difficulty of solv-
ing the problam. Unfortunately, the Labour
party’s policy has not had the chance that
the policics of other parties have had. We
have had only shout cighteen months’ power
since we got control of the Council, and that
peried coineides with the financial depression
and the abso'ute boycott of the Government
in respect to money, which prevents our
doing what otherwise we might have done.
What does Mr. Barwell, the leader of the
anti-Labour forces in South Australia, say?
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Does not his policy coincide in every particu-
lar with that of the leader of the Opposition?
Mr. Corser: No.

The PREMIER: I know that during the
last eightecn months there has been a
wonderful change in the politics of the leader
of the Opposition and the hon. member for
Burnett. Till then they were staunch
Nationalists; now they have rclegated the
Nationalists to the cross benches while they
sit in smug contentment immediately opposite
the Covernment. At any rate, on this ques-
tion they represent the views of all anti-
TLabour politicians, and I shall read what Mr.
Barwell said— e P

“T,ust week a deputation of the Port
Adelaide unemployed was told by the
Premier that so far from the Government
providing work it was going to discharre
hands, and that iwages must ‘be reduced
before the unemployment evil could be
cured.” B

In times of difficulty and temporary depres-
cion the worker must suffer and be cast ‘lnto
unemplovyment, and the unemployed army,
according to the doctrine of hon. members, is
necessary in order to destroy the benefits to
Tabour.” Let me give you a wiser view ’th‘han
that—a quotation from the Brisbane ele-

it 1 bour
oraph.” I do not mean that 1t is a Labo
Bar)ler, but at times it publishes very wise
articles.

A GovesxuenT MEMBER: By mistake?

The PREMIER : No. I think it is because
at times it does not set out to gain political

advantage, and at such times it mdulgies
in some very wise comments and observa-
tions. It says—

¢« The shadow of distress lies upon all
the capital cities in Australia this winter.
Those who would like to tracs all their
woes to the persons who misgovern them
will not derive eomfort from the know-
ledge that unemployment scems to be
a: had in Melbourne as in Sydney,
though the party complexion, both of the
State and the Federal Government in
the former. is very different from that
of the Statc Government in the latter.
The fact is that the Worlgl—Wlde causes
which are operating against the sale
at their former prices of.our primary
products are also operating to limit
emplovment and to reduce wages through-
out this country.” )
That is a wise summing up of the difficulty.
Tt is o broader recognition of the pr(_)})lom
than the narrow pettifogging party attitude
#Jdopted by the leaders of the Oppesition
here,

Th-n the hon. member goes on to quote
the *“misimanagement and huge losses
incurred by State enternrises,” and, although
I listoned most cavefully, I ‘coul‘d hear
nothing to justify his charge in the lenst
degree. Ie certainly made some reference
to a State station—in 1916, was it not?

Mr. Vowrgs: The only one that had been
cleaned up.

The PREMIER: Well, the hon. member
ought to be satisfird. Tater on, when we
got the report of the Commissioner of State
Enterprises and the Auditor-General, we can
go more fully into that. It is nc usc .the
hon. member indulging in vague geno‘rah‘gms,
as the hen. member for Port Curtis did—
guessing as what the situation is going to
be, and when he is challenged to preduce

Hon. E. G. Theodore.}
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some proof, saying he was told by someone,
.or he was up in the distriet some years ago
and knows such and such a property could
have been bought for something less.” That
is characteristic of the puerile opposition
which the Government is subjected to at the
present time,

The hon. member goes on to refer to the
failure of the Government to p10v1dc for
maturing loans. The hon. member is not
aware of the situation in the least degrec.

Mr. Vowres: You have told me only what
I have previously told the Chamber.

The PREMIER: The Treasurer had
referrcd to £400,000 which had been provided
for, and the hon. member made the deliberate
statement that we had made no provision

whatever with regard to the balance of
+£2,800,000.
Xr. Vowres: I said no particulars had

been given.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member had
been fully aware of how that intdebtedness
was incurred he would have known that auto-
matically provision is made for a large parcel
of it that with regard to a Iargo parcel,
it is held as securities for the life insurance
companies; and he would Lknow the condi-
tions with regard to the Commonwealth loan
and the agreement of 1918, The hon. mem-
ber refers also to the failure to legislate
effectively to properly protect the interests
of the primary producers, but that question
he skipped over. I wanted to hear what the
charge was,

Mr, VOWLES :
other members.

The PREMIER : Perhaps when those hon.
members come along we will have something
to answer. The hon. member mentions
“ failure to encourage or to supply the neces-
sary funds for the development of secondary
industries.” That is one of the most remark-
able of the charges. The hon. member has
been referring to extravagant expenditure,
increasing expenditure, in the various offices.
There is no reference whatever to economy
in the resolution—no indication of a desire
for economy; and there are specific references
to a condemnation of the Government for
not incurring more expenditure. One of the
principal charges on the Financial State-
ment was that we were extravagant and
lavish with loan expenditure as well as Trust
Funds. Now he wants us to spend more.
I am not sa¥ing it may not have been a good
thing to incur additional expenditure on the
development of secondary industries. Can the
hon. member indicate the particular direction
in which we can incur this expenditure?

Mr. VOWLES:
production.

The PREMIER: We amended the Act,
provided a scheme and advanced money
under it. Many hon. members on the other
side are recent comers to the Chamber, it is
true. It might, perhaps, have been better
if they had come earlier, But their predeces-
sors in the same party stood for years behind
a Nationalist Administration in this Cham-
ber, in times when money was plentiful, when
it was easy to get funds; and in those days
what did they do for the sccondary indus-
tries? They did nothing for the primary,
the secondary, or any other kind of mdastlv
except private enterprise.

The hon. member calls attention to the
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fecet that the Government are creating legis-
lation that has been destructive of pubhc
credit. This is a charge they find so useful
to have for political purposes, Lecause it so
admirably suits the bLoodlers, the capitalistic
class, and cspecially the Press representing
those interests; and they use it all over the
State in an endeavour to damage politically
this Government. What does it mean, boiled
down into plain English? The hon. membel
is condemning this Government for passing
the Land Act Amendment Act of 1920. He
conndemns this Government for making the
squatter pay tho same rent the farmers have
to pay. He is supposed to be the leader of a
Farmers” party; yet he condemns this Go-
vernment because we ask the pastoralist, the
large landholdar, the abzentee landholder of
Queensiand, to pay the same rent per square
mile that the farmers have to pay! Pre-
vious Nationalist Aduninistrations in Queens-
land have passed legislation and made graz-
ing farmers pay more than their leases pro-
vided for. On a certzin occasion a previous
Nationalist Government amended the Land
Scts, and made the grazing farmers, who were
subject fo a 50 per cent. linitation, pay more
than the 80 per cent. limitation previded for,
and there was no ery of repudiation, no cry of
ccrfiscation, or breaking of contracts. But
when this Govarnment, in order to get a
just deal for the people of Queensland and
equality of treatment betweeu the selectors
and nastorahsts made provision to terminate
that concession, which should never have
been granted, and wmake the pastoralist pay
the same rent as the grazing farmer had to
pay, from the alleged Farmers’ party there
was a cry of repudiation. The leader of the
Opposition stated deliberately that we had
broken a solemn undertaking—that we had
departed from a sontract; and he made the
specific reference that we had broken ihe
terms of a lease. The hon. member has never
been able to prove that, nor has anyone
else in Queensland. T have challenged them
to prowve that we have deliberately broken
any agreement, or Jeparted from the condi-
tions of any contract or disregarded the con-
ditions, and they have not been zble to do
that, But they kecp on reiterating this charge
of repudiation. Ther, by their reiteration
or by their circulation of that charge, are

-doing irreparable injury to Quecnsland and

destroying the credit of Queensland. To put
it plainly, it is not Government repudiation
that has caused Qucensland to get a bad
name, but it is the constantly and unpatrioti-
cally reciterated charge of repudiation—which
is a false charge—that has earned for
Quecnzland a bad name.

The hon. member’s next charge iz ‘“ extract-
ing huge royalties from millers for timber,”
and so on. The hon. member was corrected
by the Secrctary for Public f.ands when he
was speaking. We charge no tax or royalty
on timber. At onre time there was a
10 ralty charged ou timbur taken off Crown
lards. It was a reasonable charge. although
I believe it was very little. Under the later
system of marketing the ‘timber off Crown
lands, the Crown takes the value of the logs
and sells the logs. What they charge is not
a royalty, but the price of the timber. Not
only that, but in order to get the fair market
valuc of thls timber it is put up to auction.

Mr. SwayNE: You have an upset price.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
quite corrcct in saying we have an upset
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price, but those who bid Invariably bid
more than the upset price. I know that those
who bid get their heads together, in order
to keep the price down as much as possible.
Mr. Swain, Director of Forests, in a memo-
randum to the Minister, stated—

“ Last year,the Government actually
sold to sawmillers somne millions of
feet of first-class pine at less than half
its market value, and sacrificed £30,000
in the interests of price reduction.”

It went into the pockets of the sawmillers,
If we did what the hon. member wants us
to do, who would get the advantage? What
he calls rogulty is the price. Who will get
the advantage? The same people who got
the advantage of the £30,000—the sawmillers.

Mr. VowrLes: Why cannot the State saw-
mills work ?

The PREMIER: They are working at
their full capacity. The hon. gentleman is
now advocating the extension of State
socialism.  Paragraph 15 refers to soldier
settlement.

The leader of the Opposition very carefully
shied off the question of the failure of the
Government to satisfactorily settle soldier
settlers on the land, He cannot charge the
Government with neglecting its duty in that
respect.

My, Kerr: You have done less than any
other State in the Commonwealth.

The PREMIER: The statement of the
hon. member for Xnoggera is absolutely
untrue.

Mr. Krrr: It can be proved.

The PREMIER: It cannot be proved.
The quota allotted to Queensland under the
ropatriation agreement was 2,826, We have
already settled upon soldiers’ settlements
2,578, and we have provided for an addi-
tional 1,733 by way of assisting individual
soldier settlers upon their own acquired
holdings or upon freehold, if they desired
to purchase, or in some other way. We
have actually settled ofi the land 4,311,
although the quota allotted is only 2,826, We
have, in doaling with returned soldiers,
imposed upon the Commonwealth a lesz per
capita obligation than any other State, and,
therefore, a less burden upon the individual
soldier, and have given the settler a greater
chance of making a success. We know that in
New South Wales and Victoria, as a conse-
quence of the necessity of repurchasing highly
valued land, soldiers have been burdened in
some cases to the extent of £2.500 by way of
mortgage. It is a common expression of
opinion in Southern States br those who have
had anything to do with repatriation—I am
not making any special claim for the Queens-
land Government—that soldiers have been
more satisfactorily dealt with in Quecnsiand,
and a greater number proportionately have
been provided for, and the prosnects of suc-
cess arc appreciably greater, than in any
other State.

Mr. Kerr: This is the only State that
has not given a fee-simple.

The PREMIER: At a banquet given to
Lord Novar. late Governor-General of Aus-
tralia, tendered in Brishane. he generously
stated that soldier settlers in Queensland had
a far better chance of success and were much
more liberally provided for than soldier
settlers anywhere else, T have not dealt
with the remarks of the hon. member for
Burnett, who seconded the motion. I found
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them so rambling and disconnected, and so
divorced from the subject-matter of the
motion, that I do not think it necessary to
repls to them. Many of his arguments, and
all of his devices, are utterly beneath con-
tempt, when dealing with the question of
criticism of the Government. IHe made one
roference to land settlement in Queensland
which, as usual, showed a total disregard of
the truth. With his usual attempt to crcate
a cheap hostility to the Government, he tried
to belittle the leaschold system in Queens-
land. T happen to have a report by Mr.
H. S. Gullett, who is the Commonwealth
Superintendent of Immigration in Australia,
and a man who can by no means be charged
with any prejudice in favour of the Labour
party. He says—

“The Government perpetual leasehold
system appears to be very popular in
Queensland, especially with new settlers
with slender means, It is recognised to
be as sound and permanent a tenure as
frechold, and there is no apprehension
on the scorc of reappraisement. Settlers
are allowed to transfer and sell their
improvements.”’

Hon. members do not appreciate these
utterances when they are published by an
impartial observer. Apparently hon. mem-
bers have got into the frame of mind, by a
corstant parrot-like reiteration of opposi-
tion to the Government, that they believe that
those opinions in tieir minds are the com-
monly accepted doctrines cf the whole of the
community. They are wrong. I do not
linow what the hon. member expected by the
motion he has launched—whether he desired -
to indulge in cheap fireworks, or whether he
expected to accomplish some definite purpose.
All the references he made could have been
made in the Address in Reply debate.
Apparently he has lLeen spurred on by an
outaside party. H=2 has been subjected to
those extrancous influences that he is always
ccudemning., It is rather a significant thing
that, just before the announcement a few
days before the meeting of Parliament he
vas giving notien of a want of coufidence
meotion, the ¢ Brisbane Courier ” practically
instructed the Opposition to challenge the
Government at the first opportunity. I do
not know if the hon. gentleman is making
any attempt to forestall other Richmonds in
the ficld on that side of the House. Nothing
has come to light to-night to make the Go-
vernment feel tremulous about their policy
or their future. 1f the hon. gentleman has
no more to attack the Government upon
than the references contained in the motion
which form the chief burden of his speech,
then it is not necewsary for the Government
party to have very much concern about the
future.

Mr. SWAYNE (3irandd: I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg $o move—That
the House, at its rising, do adjourn until
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

Tho House adjourned at twenty minutes
to 12 o’clock p.m.





