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26 Adjournment. [COUNCIL.] Death of Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEr~IBLY. 

THURSDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertra.m, Maree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on thQ 

table, and ordere-d to be printed:­
Regulation, dated 11th March, 1921, 

under the Fruit Cases Act of 1912. 
Regulation, dated 17th June, 1921, under 

the Diseases in Plants Act of 1916. 
Regulation, dated lOth June, 1921, under 

the Co-operative Agricultural Pro­
duction an-d Advances to Farmers 
Acts, 1914-1919. 

Regulation, dated 27th January, 1921, 
under the Wheat Pool Act of 1920. 

Regulations, date-d 15th April, 1921, under 
the Dairy Produce Act of 1920. 

First report on the creation, inscription, 
and issue of Government inscribed 
stock for the year 1920-1921. 

Balance-sheet of the Pnblic Curator for 
the year 1920. 

Regulations, dated 2nd June and 29th 
July, 1921, under tho Public Cu,rator 
Act of 1915. 

Return pursuant to an Order made on 
the 17th November, 1920, by the 
Legislative Assembly, on the motion 
of the honourable member for East 
Toowoomba, regarding the results of 
the voting of the various polling­
b0oths throughout the State in the 
recent general election. 

Regulations, ·dated 29th July, 1921, under 
the Health Acts, 1900 to 1917, being 
the Poisons Regulations of 1921. 

QUESTIONS. 
AUDITOR-GEKERAL'S REPORT. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Premier, 
without notice-

" Has the Auditor-General's report 
been received by the Government, and, 
if so, when will it be available to the 
I-T.ouse ·." 

The PREMIER replied-
" The hon. member should know bv 

thi, time. as the information has bee~ 
frequently given, that the Auditor­
General's report does not corr.e to the 
Premier, but comes to you, Sir, as 
Speaker of the -House." 

REFl'SAL TO ANSWER QuESTIOKS uNnL WANT OF 
CONFIDE;,.rCE MOTION DISPOSED OF. 

Ivl:r. CORSER (Burnett): I desire to ask 
the Home Secretary question No. 1 standing 
in my name. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
(!hi/lar;oc): In view of the fact tho.t notice 
has been given of a want of confi-dence 
motion, it is not the intention of the Gm·ern­
ment to answer questions until that motion 
is di"poscd of. 

DEATH OF HON. T. J. RYAN. 
MOTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

The PREMIER, in moving, by leave, 
without notice-

" That this House enters on its jour­
nals its admiration of the splendid gifts 
of the late Honourable T. J. Ryan, and 
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its appreciation of his devoted service to 
Queensland, and requests Mr. Speaker 
to convey to Mrs. Ryan an expression of 
its deep sympathy with her and her 
family in their great affiiction"-

Ulid: It is my melancholy duty to move 
such a resolution, and it is made more 
melancholy because of the intimate personal 
friendship which I feel nearly every man 
in this Chamber had towards the late Hon. 
T. J. R_yan, and made a very sad duty, tco, 
because he had only reached middle life, 
when he was cut off in so sudden and tragic 
a manner. Mr. Ryan was personally known 
to most of the members of this House, and, 
I feel, favourably known to all of us. 
Although he fought strenuously in the 
interests of his party and the oause which 
he espoused, he had so great a charm of 
character and personality, that I think he 
was held in high esteem, respect, and affec­
tion by all those who knew him personally. 
:Yir. Ryan figured very largely in the public 
life of Australia in the last few years, and 
was one of our most notable and, I think, one 
of the greatest citizens in Queensland of the 
present generation. He was a man who won 
his way to a very high place in the official 
life of tho community by dint of his own 
perseverance, his own strong character, his 
native and cnis 'acquired ability. The com­
munity can ill afford to lose such a valued 
citizen as he. He was cut off, one might 
"'Y· half way through his life's work, which 
makes his death all the more tragic from the 
point of viow of the community. Under 
normal circumstances, but for this accident, 
one might say, which overtook him he mighl 
have conti:r.med for ;another thirty years, pro­
bably servmg the mterests of the Common­
wealth and the community in various spheres 
of activity. (Hear, hear !) We have th" 
consolation, at any rate, of knowing that 
Mr. Ryan's life will serve as wmething to 
be emulated by future generations in Aus­
tralia. He set himself high ideals. He cast 
his plane of conduct very high, consequently 
he was ono of those public men of whom the 
whole community could be proud. His late 
colleagues, and I think the whole com­
munit;;·, respect his memory; the whole 
nation mourns his loss. At the same time 
we all feel the greatest possible sympathy 
for :his widow. (Hear, hear!) Mrs. Ryan 
also is well known to us, and we know that 
the lives of the late Mr. Rvan and his wife 
were cast upon a singula1:ly happy plane. 
Tho late T. J. Ryan and his wife were great 
chums. Thev shared each other's lives and 
each other's 'life's work. I think that she 
was a perfect example of helpmeet to a. 
public man. (Hear, hear!) Whatever we, 
his late associates, may feel regarding the 
loss of the late Mr. T. J. Ryan, the loss to 
her must be absolutely irreparable. There­
foro, I think that we can feel the utmost 
sympathy for her in her great grief. There 
is nothing more that I can say on this sub­
ject. I think I have expressed the senti­
ments of all the members of this House 
towards the late Mr. T. J. Rvan. I submit 
the resolution feeling that 'hon. members 
desire this opportunity of recording their 
feelings in the matter, and their sympathy 
with the dependants of our late Premier. 

Ho"OURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : In supporting th<> 
motion so ably and sympathetically moved 
by the Premier, I feel that I am voicing the 
sentiments of the whole of the Opposition 

when I say that we deeply regret the 
untimely demise of the late Hon. T. J. 
Ryan. He was a man many of us were 
actively associated with in this Parliament, 
and although we agreed to disagree on 
matters of public policy, and although wo 
were strongly opposed to him in politics, 
yet we recognised in him a man who as a 
Queenslander had attai1Ic'd high distinction. 
His loss is, no doubt, a very great loss to the 
party he belonged to, and it is a loss which 
makes his place a very hard one to fill. To 
Mrs. Ryan and her children we offer our 
deepest sympathy in the loss of a good hus­
band and a good father. The remarks made 
by the Premier in reference to the assist­
ance given by Mrs. Ryan to her husband 
appeal to me very much. Those of us who 
are engaged in public life recognise tho 
great bond that always existed between Mr. 
RJan and his wife. We know how she 
always assisted him in this Chamber, both 
as regard public matters and in social func­
tions. Mr. Ryan not only attained high 
distinction as a politician, but as a jurist he 
attained great distinction, too. I feel sure 
that, had he lived, he would have risen to 
the highest rung of the ladder, and attained 
the highest possible distinction as a jurist. 
On behalf of the Opposition, I have much 
pleasure in supporting the motion that has 
been moved by the Premier. 

Mr. TAYLOR (lVindsor): I also desire 
to endorse the motion and t:he sentiments 
expressed so ably in the Chamber by the 
Premier. Members on this side of the Cham­
ber who knew Mr. Ryan and fought him 
in this Chamber always recognised the 
charming personality of the man. I suppose 
there was never a Premier of Queensland 
who showed such courtesy and kindness to 
members opposed to him as the late Mr. 
Ryan did. It was a distinguishing trait of 
his character. He knew no favourites in this 
Chamber when public matters were con­
cerned and when members from either side 
of the House approached him in r0gard to 
public business. I agree with the Premier 
that his death was almost tragic, as he was 
cut off when his life's work was only half way 
through. It is very hard for us to realise 
that the big, burly man we ]me"; for so many 
years, a man who ,a]ways had a cheerful 
word and a cheerful smile for all, has gone, 
and that we shall never see him anv more. 
However, he has been removed from "us, and 
I feel quite satisfied in my own mind that 
he has gone to a higher and a better life. 
His wife was a devoted helpmeet, and I 
quite agree with the Premier whon he stated 
what an advantage that is to a public man. 
She upheld her husband in all his work, not 
onlv in Queensland, but throughout the whole 
of Australia. (Hear, hear !) I am sure that 
the hearts of eve!':yone in this Chamber will 
go out in deepest sympathy to Mrs. Ryan 
and family in their great loss and sad 
bereavement. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GREEN (Townsville): On behalf of 
the citizens represented by the Northern 
Countrv partv I would like to express my keen 
sympathy with the motion which h~s beep 
so touchingly moved by the PremJer th:rs 
afternoon. One cannot but feel the deepest 
regret at the loss of such a noble son of 
Australia as the late Mr. Rvan. He was 
an Australian with a great p-;,rsonality and 
great ability. Unfortunately, I did not have 
the pleasure of meeting him in the political 

Mr. Green] 
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sense, but I met him unofficially in connec­
tion with other matters, and I was certainly 
struck with his kindly disposition .and with 
the personality which he manifested on that 
occasion. I would like to express my keen 
sense of regret at the loF,•· that Australia 
has sustained through the death of such a 
statesman at so early a stage of his life. 
I would like also to express, on behalf 
of the Northern Country party, our sincere 
sympathy with Mrs. Ryan and her children. 
Of all the tributes that have been paid to 
the late statesman, the one that .appealed to 
me most was the tribute concerning his 
home life It matters not what his politics may 
have been-it matters not whether we dis­
agrred 'vith hin1 in that sense or not-we 1nust 
recognise that .a man who set; a standard 
in home iifc is setting a standard for 
the whole community, and .a standard v;hich 
will live and exert an influence in the years 
to come far and away above any influence 
that might have been exercised in the political 
sph.,rc. 'Whilst we have such statesmen 
setting an example of home life to the rc-t 
of the community, we need not fear for the 
future of this Commonwealth which we all 
love and admire. I would also like to 
expresb our appreciation of the touching 
manner in which the Premier has moved 
the rcwlution this afternoon. 

HO!\OURABLE MEl\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hm\OURABLE ME,!BERS rose in their places 
to signify their assent to the motion. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 
The PREMIER, in moving-

" That so much of the Standing 
Orders he suspcnde·d as would otherwise 
prevent the imn~ediate constitution of 
Committees of Supplv and Wavs and 
Means, the receiving· of resolutions on 
the same day as they shall have passed 
in those Committees, and the passing of 
an Appropriation Bill through all its 
stage' in one day"-

said: I do not know that it is necessary to 
justify this resolution. It is the time­
honoured custom to suspend the Standing 
Ord~rs in ord~r to pass a Supply Bill throug·h 
all Its stag0s m one day. \Ve c:mnot pursue 
the other course of letting the Bill go 
through its normal stages, as Supply is 
;va~ted immediately. Parliament last year, 
It IS true, granted .a month's Supply on 
account of the year 1921-1922. That carried 
us to the end of lrrst 'month, and before 
th." next fortnightly pay is due additional 
Supply is required. 
[4 p.m.] 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : My object in call­
ing "Not formal" to this motion \vas not 
to hlock Supply, because we know that 
whatever happens in this House the services 
of the public must be carried on, but rather 
to utter a protest against the nccessitv for 
this motion at all-a n<ecessitv caused bv the 
deJa,- in calling Parliament' together ·until 
the eleventh hour when the cash box is 
empty, and then not for the purpose of dis­
cussing busine~~", but in order to get more 
moncv to g·o on with. TJ1e Premier savs 
that this is .a time-honoured custom. Then 
it is time we altered that custom. for Parlia­
ment should go through the procedure estab­
lis:hed by the Standing Orders. 

Question put and pa--sed. 

[Mr. G1·een. 

SUPPLY. 

CoNsTITUTION OF Co~nnTTEE-VoTE ON 
ACCOUNT FOR £2,650,000. 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihf'll,-, 
Paddington): Mr. Speaker,-I b•<s to m:we-

" That you do no v leave the chair, 
and the House rc,oh-c it:elf into a Com­
mittee of the \Yhole to cousidor the 
Supply to be granted to IIis :\Iajosty." 

Mr. VOWLES (Drtlby): Before you leave 
the chair Mr. Speaker, I would like to point 
out to h'on. members that this is the time 
when the Opposition have an opportunity of 
ventilating grievance-,, and LoforB any largo 
sum of money is voted I have one very 
seriou" grievance to bring Lcforc the House 
-that is the fact that during last session of 
Parliament there was a de-termined and an 
effective stonewall on the part of Government 
members to prevent the Opposition from 
criticising the Government, more particularl)­
in respect to t•hcir management of State 
enterp:fises. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Untrue. 

Mr. VOWLES : The public should realise 
that on our State enterprises we arc losing 
money hand-over-fist, and that scarcely one 
of them can be said to be run on businc·:s 
lines. \Ve "·er0 told that there wrs a profit 
last yeaT of £25,661 on tho transactions of the 
State stations in which the capital involved 
is £1,300,000.' Even if that profit did exiet 
-"-and I a1n going to ~,how that it did not 
exist at all, but that there was actually a 
debit of £25.000--

The TREAS'CRER: Who told you that? 

Mr. YOWLES: The Auditor-General tr]h 
us that. We were told that certain hxation 
'Yas :in1posed on certain classes of taxnayer.:;; 
money hand-over-fist, and that scarcely one 
of their pastor a I holdings and grazing busi­
nc3'"8S. vVhat do we find in the case of the 
biggest grazier in Qucensland-that is the 
State? First of all, the Auditor-General tells 
us that their profit is a nominal one, but 
even that no,nina I profit is only L92 per cent. 
on the capital of £1,300,000. If they were 
runnin~ the business on husine~n lines, then 
they should be getting the same profits as 
the pastor:t!ists. 

The TREAS'CRJ<;ll: What are they getting? 

Mr. VOvVLES : I do not know, but we find 
that graziers and pastor<J.li,ts pay large sums 
in income tax, ~hawing that the;v have the 
business ability to make t·heir businc'ses paJ. 

The TRnSliRER: That is an indictment of 
a public officer. 

Mr. YOWLES : It is not. It is an indict­
ment of the way in which public enterprise' 
are run and of t·he ability of the Govern­
ment to carrv on ordinary busine"R concerns. 
W c find in the first pl<1ce that their profits 
are fictitious-what arc known as paper 
balances-and that they have inflated assets 
by putting false values on their stock; .. :r'he 
Auditor-General, on page 6 of his crlhcism, 

says~" On the 18th November ultimo, the 
insp•:ctor submittro to me a Trading or 
Stock Account showing the sales for 
1919-20 as previously sta tcd, also a Profit 
and Loss Account which exhibited a 
profit of £25,66~ 9s. 3d., but .it was 
apparent that t•his result was arrived :tt 
through an inflation of the values of the 
cattle." 
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There an independent witne·<> telb us that 
the department is deliberately putting before 
the people a false bal<tnce-sheet. Ho goes on 
to ~~ay-

" I quite recognise that, up to a certain 
agf', cattle a year olchr neccr::sarily 
appreciate, but. On cmnparing tho valu0L5 
adontecl with those placed on cattle o; 
sirnllar age th(! previous yr-ar, the in~ 
spector found that they had. in some 
in:;tances, been materia 11:,¥ appreciated­
in the ea e of three stations the increases 
were £17,000, £13,000, and £10,000 respec­
tively." 

Jn those three items a sum of £40.000 is 
invDlved, and, after juggling with the figures, 
the tDtal profit they are able to show is onlv 
£25,000. • 

The TREASURER: 'What is wrong with that? 

Mr. VOWLES : It is dishonest. It is on a 
par with the balance-sheet presented to this 
House the first yE u the Labour Government 
sat on those Treasury benehes. Thev showed 
a credit balance of ±:30.000, but the· ~l.uditor­
General pointed out clearly that there should 
have been a debit o' £100.000. The flgurcs 
were juggled '\vcli---thoy were "fixed up"-­
by deliberately holding back till lot Julv 
or-dinary depa;.t.mental payments that shou1d 
have been made on the 30th June. 

The TREASURER: Do you knmv that the 
gentleman in charge of State cnterpri·,es is 
the ex-Deputy Auditor-G<mcral? 

Mr. VOWLES: You dQ not expect Mr. 
Austin to know the values of stock. It is 
a question of putting on the assets whatever 
value you like, and you can b!!ing about 
whatever result you like. The reason I asked 
a question this afternoon about the Auditor· 
General's report is that we know there has 
been a depreciation of 50 per cent. in the 
value of live stock during the last twelve or 
eighteen month,, and we are rather interested 
to knovr what values the Government put 
upon their live stock assets at 30th June. 
In other words, we want to find out whether 
they have bt en honc't. At the bottom of 
page 6 of the same report the Auditor· 
General tells us-

" Depreciation at the rate of 5 per 
cent. has been allowed on station imnrovc­
ments and plant, as against 10 pei cent. 
in previous years." 

Why was that rate altered? Mereh· because 
their 'balance was on the wrong side. That 
is one of the ways b.v which they can rig up 
a credit. The Auditor-General goes on to 
-'Jay-

" Schedule 14 (4) of the State Enter­
prises Act of 1918 empowers the 'I'radc 
Commissioner to determine the rate of 
depreciation, and although the conditions 
were the same in each year, the altera­
tion has the effect of reducing the 
depreciation charge in the Profit and 
Loss Account by £6,014--" 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
know the amount of depreciation varies. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know anything 
of the sort. The Auditor-General say_s, 
" although the conditions were the same 1n 
caeh year." On the next page the Auditor­
General says-

" Credit hac been taken in the Kee­
roongooloo Station profit and loss 

account for £2.719, surplus in the store 
account. This, in my opinion. is not 
correct, as I understand a sub,.tantial 
supply of stores c<emo over with the 
sta.tion ut the tin1c of purchase, and were 
not bken into the boDks in the open:ng 
entries." 

There arc three items involving just under 
£50.000. which should appear on the debit 
cidc of the ledger so that. if ,I'OU pnt them 
in their proper place, instead of there being 
a profit of £25,COO there woul-d be a debit 
of £25,000. \Ye are asked to give large 
su1ns of mo:J.ey to a Govcrn1nent \Yho are 
using it jn thf"le directions, very often with­
out Parliamentary authority. \Ve shall be 
a ·.ked at a lat·'r stage to validate certain 
things becau .. , Parliament has not been con­
sulted in a f'0nstitutional way, and yet a 
gc ntleman like the Treasurer resents honeo.t 
cri tici '3In. 

The 'TREAsemm: I welcome it, but I have 
not heard any yet. 

Mr. VOWLES : I would be very sorry to 
ha vc on re\'ord against rny name the criticis1n 
in the Auditor-General's report, whi<'h I havQ 
disclosed to the House. 

The rrRK\SURER: Gross cxag·gcrations! 

:\Ir. VOWLES: It is the first time I have 
heard anybod:,~ say that the Auditor-Genera.] 
has been g·uilty of gross exaggerations. 

'l'hc TREASURER : I am referring to your 
re1narks. 

'Mr. VOWLES: I am quoting the Auditor­
General's own words. I trust that hon. 
members will take eYery opportunity at this 
stage to ventilate the grievances that exist, 
and to point out to the people of Queensland 
those things which. during last session, they 
were deprived of the opportunity to point 
out on account of the organised efforts of 
tho Government to stonewall their own 
Estimates. 

Hm>. W. H. BAR~ES (Bt1limba): I think 
we have never met the House when condi­
tions outside have been as bad as they 
are to--day, whether you look at them 
from the standpoint of the emplo:·er or of 
the employee. Has there ever been a time 
when so many people in Queensland have 
found tlwmselvcs practically bordering upon 
starvation? That may apply to other parts. 
of the worl·d to some extent, but the position 
of this State should be absolutely different 
from that of any other country in the world, 
because, during the time of war, we were 
reaping very richly, and so were the State 
Government as the result of the taxation 
which they were gatherii-Jg in freely and 
fast. Instead of the Govcrnm!'nt being 
impoverished, their returns were ver0· largely 
increasecL The GoYernment cannot gainsay 
the fact that every year, as the result of 
increased taxation, there have been gathered 
into the Treasury immense amounts of money. 
Whilst in 1914-15 the direct taxation was 
under £1,000,000, last year it produced about 
£3.500.0CO. The t.axation has been so great 
that th~ spending power of those who have 
money to spend has been diminished, and 
that is the reason why we find so many 
people to-day looking for employment. Has 
thNc ever been a time when the number of 
people going for relief ha.s been so large? 
EYen the Premier himself, th~ other day, 
made a statement-which he afterwards 

Hon. W. H. Barms.] 
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qualified-that a tremendous sum was b2ing 
spent, and that it was no use raising money 
by golden caskets, because that would not 
provide sufficient to make provision for the 
unemployed. Is it a good thing that the 
manhood of the State and their families 
should have to rE'c': ive charity from the 
Government? The better the man the more 
desirous he is of giving a return for what 
he geh. There is always the danger in 
handing out relief that those who are feeling 
the pinch moc,t are not getting the greatest 
amount of relief. Wh~rever you go to-day 
you fmd honest men who want work and 
~annat get it. The Premier has been mean 
enough to say that behind the unemployed 
movement there has been the National party. 

GOVERN>IENT 11D!BEP.S: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If it were not 
unparliamentary I might give that " hear, 
hear," a very decided answer. (Laughter.) 
The hon. gentleman who made that state­
ment knew it was not true, and I deny it. 
The unemployed have commenced to learn 
that it is not the man in office-who finds 
himself too busy, .-ery often, to see them­
who is the best friend of the worker, but it 
is the man who does his utmost to find 
employmmt who is most sympathetic. They 
tell 1ne J ou cannot get anywhere near some 
~\Iinister~ unlc someone intercedes for you. 
That does not apply to me; I have always 
rcc0ivcd the greatbt c0urtesy. 'l'o-day the 
State is ab3olutcly up against it, and we 
have to turn completely round and inspire 
confidence. I heard in a speech the other 
evening some reference to the delegation to 
England. The fact is that the State, 
throuR"h the ii'Iini,try at present controlling 
it, stinks in the nostrils of those who h"ve 
money to invest all over th<> world. The 
reason is that th<'v have not honoured the 
scrap of paper they ought to have honoured. 
Lock at the sea•ons we have had! Look at 
the conditions that have prevailed! Yet the 
poeition from the financial standpoint is as 
bad as it could be. 

The TREASURER: \Vhat do you know about 
finance? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I would not like 
to know as little as the hon. gentleman. 
(Opposition laughter.) Instead of men want­
ing to come here and invest, they are trying 
to get out. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Th::tt is not true. Look at 
what appears in the financial columns of the 
"Courier." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It is true. If I 
were able to break confidences, I could prove 
it right up to the hilt. There are to-day 
men associated with Queensland who have 
done a very great deal to assist towards its 
development. ThE'y find themselves up 
ag:~inst a Government who are trying to get 
at them at every turn. We ha vc come to 
the limit-and the Government know it-to 
which taxation can be placed upon people, 
because they are in such a position that they 
cannot go on. ·what has been the policy of 
hon. gentlemon sitting on the other side? 
It has been " B'que<£e ! Squeeze! Take! 
Take!" I notice some of their supporters 
the other day-presumably men who support 
them in the country, not in the House­
warP talking about confi,·cation. Is that a 
factor which is going to help them? I do 
not think it is. I warn the Government 
they have to face the position as it is, and 

[lion. W. II. Barnes. 

in all honesty say to the men who are pre­
pared to assist in developing the country, 
'' Come along 1and assist us to develop it." If 
they do that, it "·ill be better for Queensland. 
\Vhat is the cause of a great deal of the 
trouble to-day? There has been a great deal 
of camouflage so far as the Cabinet are con­
cerned. It was so in connection with the 
Savings Bank. I ask the Treasurer what has 
been the position in connection with the 
Savings Bank since it was taken over by 
the Commonwealth? 

The TREAScRER: Very good. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Has any demand 
been made by the Commonwealth Bank in 
connection with that amount which the 
Government have at call? 

The TREASURER: No. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Has there not been 
a distinct shrinkage--

The TREAS'GRER : Oh, no. That shows how 
ignorant you are. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man has droppe-d into the trap I thought he 
would ·drop into. (Loud Opposition laugh­
ter.) I did not finish my sentence. Taking 
the Commonwealth Savings Bank and the 
State Saving~ Bank as it was, by comparison, 
has there not been a distinct shrinkage? 

The TREASURER: No. I will give you the 
Ogure3. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man would say "No" to anything. 

The TREASURER: We received £240,000 
from them the other day. 

HoN. \V, H. BARNES : The hon. gentle­
man has been receiving from them all the 
time. He has received from them w mueh 
that he is pretty well at the end of his 
tdher; and so we are told that at the end 
of this year there is to be another £3,000,000 
loan. 

The TREAScRER : You are a shuffier. 

Ho:<r. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man says I am a shuffier. I would like to 
a"k wh::tt he is. I would not like to be in 
the pt.".ition to-day of saying what the 
Tr0asurer Teally js in every capacity. I 
would bE> up against it if I did, and you, 
Mr. Speaker, probably would pull me up if 
I told you. One thing is certain-that the 
Government are up against it. We were told 
in connection with local authorities, when the 
Savings Bank Bill went through, of the 
gred things that were going to happen. I 
am prepared to admit that Brisbane, and 
pFobably South Brisbane and some other 
local authorities, have received some help. 
But speaking generally, local authorities 
hav~ been refused assistance, and the stock 
cry of the Treasurer has been " Stony broke ! 
Can't help you." Every deputation that goes 
there now is told that the Government is 
" stony broke." 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The TRF.ASGRER : I don't use such vulgar 

terms. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: It is true never­

theless. The Government say, "\Vc'rc 
stony broke; we (annat help you. Go to 
the Commonwealth Bank." I will give 
three cases in point. One is the Balmo:al 
Shire Council, another is the Coorparoo Sh1rG 
Council, and another is the Stephens Shire 
Council. Certain urgent works were required 
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t0 be c:trrie·d out in these shires. and the 
Treasurer was interviewed in conne'ction with 
them and be Htid he could not find tho 
mon~y, and told the deputation to go to the 
Commonwealth Bank. 

The TREASURER: That is incorrect. The 
Stephens Shire Council came along and asked 
for £10,000, and they found it would cost 
£25,000 to do the work. 

Ho}!. W. H. BARNES : I know nothing 
about the £10,000, but there is a bridge that 
is urgently required on the Logan road. 
An advance was sought of £3,500, £2,500 
to bo borne by the Stephens Shire Council 
and £1,000 by Coorparoo. We were passed 
over to the Commonwealth Bank. Now we 
have a reply from tlw Commonwealth Bank 
saying they cannot help us, and it is not 
because the eouncil is not in a good finan· 
cial position. 

The TREAScRER: Then they will not get 
the bridge. 

HoN. W. H. BARKES : What does the 
hon. gentlemn-n care whether they get the 
bridge or not? He does not mind whether 
tho people are inconvenienced or not. We 
\cere told, when a most objectionable agree­
ment, so far as the State is concerned, was 
made between the Commomvealth Savings 
Bank and the State Savings Bank, that it 
was in the interests of QuPensland. The 
rEason for that agreement was revealed by 
the Treasurer himself. He feared a run on 
the State Savings Bank. 

The PRE'\IT~R: Which was engineered by 
the Nationalists. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is abso­
lutely untrue. We did all we could to pre­
vent it, and to r.ssist the bank. An agree­
ment was made with the Commonwealth 
Sa,ings Bank which means that the Savings 
Bank has gone from Queensland, for twenty 
or twenty-five years. 'The position to-day is 
that the Government cannot assist the local 
authorities. 

The TREASURER: I have been too kind to 
your local authorities. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am afraid that 
my local authorities have been too kind to 
th., hon. gentleman. I want to show the 
public tho connection between those circu,m­
stances and unemployment as it exists to-day. 
\Ve are up against it simply because, as the 
leader of the Opposition pointed out this 
afternoon, a big amount of money has been 
spent in connection with State stations and 
State enterprises. A big loa·d has been 
added to the public -debt, . and all these 
bu•dens have been laid upon the community, 
which, as a result, is unable to do very much 
in connection with unemployment. I don't 
know whether the Premier has lost sympathy 
with the unemployed. I do not know whether 
tho hon. gentleman realises what the unem­
ployed in the past have meant to him. I 
sha11 produce at a later perio-d a circular 
which was issued just prior to the last 
elections, where the hon. gentleman said-

" Send back the gentlemen who are 
sitting to the left of the Speaker and you 
will have dismismls innumerable; ·but 
return us and there will be nothing of 
the kind." 

I wish the Premier would give me his new 
name for dismissals. He sa vs there are no 
dismissals. He has a pet name for them. 

The PRE~HER: Here it is. Mr. Barwell 
said in South Australia that the Nationalists 
will retrench. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: You notice how 
succe.'.sfui the hon. gentleman is in trying to 
sidetrack. There is this difference: the 
Premier of South Australia went to the 
country and said he was going to retrench. 

The PREMIER: Is that your policy? 
Hm:. W. H. BARNES: No. Mr. Barwell 

said he was going to retrench, and he was 
returned on that policy. Nearly all the 
pla.nks of this Government have gone by the 
board. What is the position to-day with 
regard to the conduct of the Government 
in connection with workers' dwellings? That 
has to do with finance. During the recess 
I went with two returned soldiers from 
Manly who wanted some assistance to go on 
a farm. They had £400 or £500 in their 
puckets. Who,t wa:; the answer given to 
them? '' Our instructions are that there are 
no advances to be made, but if you come 
llfter the 1st of July we might be able to do 
something for you." 

The TREASURER: Did you want me to tell 
them a lie? 
Ho~. W. H. BARNES: Ko. I want to 

say that to-day the Government are unable 
to help them to get workers' dwellings. 

The TnEASUnER : We spent more last year 
than you spent in any year. I will give you 
the figures. 
Ho~. W. H. BARNES: A great deal of 

the unemployment has been caused by the 
ineptitude of the Govm·nment in that parti­
cular regard. I would like to find out some­
thing from the Treasurer with regard to the 
maturing loans. If the columns of 
"Hansard" when the hon. gentlemen were 
in Opposition could be perused, and when cer­
tain loans were maturing which :Mr. Denham, 
the late Premier, ·arranged for, they would find 
their cry all through was, "What are you 
going to do with the maturing loans?" 
Something was done. I would like to know 
whether the Government are going to get a 
temporary loan from the Bank of England 
to tide them over? 

The TREASURER: We will have to renew 
them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The owners of 
stock are very difficult to find in the old 
country, and the hon. gentleman should know 
that. 

The TREASURER : They cannot be found, 
because your crowd have got them tied up 
in the bag. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
men's crowd have so tied up the affairs of 
Queensland, that Queensland to-day is 
hobbled. 

'The TREASURER: You are always crying 
" stinking fish." 

Ho}!. W. H. BARNES: I am sorry to say 
that, apparently, the hon. gentleman thought 
that some fish in which he was engaged was 
not a payable proposition, and knocked it 
down. There was 'a good deal of stink then. 
What is the use of the hon. gentleman try­
ing to sidetrack a big public matter? There 
are £24,000,000 or £25,000.000 of loan money 
maturing in the years 1922, 1924, and 1926. 
Is that a small detail which this State is to 
sit down and take no notice of? The hon. 
gentleman knows that in 1924, £12,000,000 of 
loan money ma_tures. 

The TREASURER: We have to arrange in 
January for £1,000,000 worth of Treasur~' 
bills due to deficits for which your Govern­
ment were responsible. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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HoN. W. H. BAR:.,..ES: 'rho hon. gentle· 
man is ,-ery unhappy in his interjection. 
I wa~ Treasurer for a number of years, and 
I had a credit balance every year. In 1915 
a circulrtr was issued which -.,as signed by 
the hon. gentleman and the Premier with 
regard io finance, but the deficits of this 
Government \vere greater in three or four 
years than our deficits in ten or fifteen years. 

Tho TREASURER: As Treasurer, I have had 
.a surplus each time. 

HoN. W. H. BAR)[ES : I draw the hon. 
gentkman's attention to one way in which 
surpluses are created. According to the 
" 'l'clcgraph " of 2nd August last, the expen­
diture in the Public \:V arks Department for 
1920 was £15,967, whilst tho expenditure for 
July of the present financial year was 
£99,636. But one time the Government 
deliberately-I believe it was when the hon. 
gentleman was Secretary for Railways-held 
hack certain pr1yments that were due in J uno 
in order to create a surplus. 

The TREASURER : That is untrue, and I 
think deliberately untrue. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES, I accept the hon. 
gentleman's figures; but I accepted the 
fignres quoted in such a respectable journal 
as the "Telegraph." But wherever you look 
you fmd evidence of the greatest incom­
petency. The trouble the GO\·ernment are in 
with regard to unemployment is that their 
friend,, and not the genuine workers, have 
been given Government positions, and the 
genuine workers have been put out or have 
been reduced. 

The TREASURER: Those figures you have 
quoted about the Works Department are 
deliberately "framed up." The figures for 
last year were £15,967, and for this year 
£15,400. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I accepted the 
figures appearing in a reputable journal 
like the " Telegraph," but I would like 
to suggest that the figures which the hon. 
gentleman has given may be very much in 
keeping with some other figures that he has 
given. Before I sit down I urge the Govern­
ment, if they are allowed to retain officf', 
to give consideration to the· needs of thi> 
great State, and to make it possible for men 
to assist in developing it. I would like to 
ask what is going to be the attitude of the 
Government in regard to the acquisition of 
the Brisbane trams. We all know that the 
city of Brisbane is spreading out, and, as 
the r€·ult of settlement in various suburbs, 
the people arf' calling out for an extensio:1 
of the tram service. On the one hand the 
Bri•·bane Tra·Dway.s Company say they will 
not do anything because their position is 
ins<'"ure, and on the other hand the Govern­
ment have failed to comph>te any arrange­
ments with the Tramways Company. 

The SErRETARY FOil AGRICULTURE: Read the 
Governor's Speech. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I did read it. a d 
I notice that it is spl0ndiclly padded from 
beg-inning to end. 'l'ho Government conld 
sec that their supnorters were losing con­
fidence in them, and that was why they had 
to pad the Speech, but the Government will 
find that it will not help them when they g-o 
before the electors later on. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (A.lbert): This is one 
of the few occasions when memben· have an 
opportunity of discussing grievances before 
Supply and, in view of the fact that the 
finance~ of this State have got into an awful 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

muddle owing to the actions of tho Govern­
ment, I think it is only right th-·t we should 
draw attention to the ad.,1iniJtr,,tion of t',e 
Government during the past twelve mo.:ths. 
Certain members sitting behind the Gov .. •n>­
Incnt arc treating this matter \vith a cor-'-Q,in 
amount of levity. I said certa'n mcm~•crs 
sitting behind the Gonernrm.ut trea.tcd this 
matter with levity, although some· of th "ir 
electors are unfortunate enough to be walking 
about in a sta.te of stanation. That, how­
CVf'l\ does not troubl-e ecrtain n1cmb: rs. I 
think the position is a rnost serious oV'c. 
and we as an Oppositi.on arc si""nply a.ski11g 
for information. In view of the u: fortuna tc 
poeition of the State finances owing to the 
ineptitude of the present Adr1inistration we 
desire to know if the loan of £3,000,000 which 
the Government arc asking for will be 
squandered by the Government in the same 
way as they have squandered money in tlw 
past. \Vill the Government continue to spend 
money on " 'vild cat" enterprise-:.? 

'l'he TREASURER: Name onr. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The fishing industr_v, 
for example, and the " Bat·-ca-mul." vV c 
know th"t from £8,000 to £10.000 "as spent 
on the " Bar-ea-mu!" last year, and the 
return for twelve months amounted to onl_v 
£800. If the Government had not interfered 
with private enterprise, and had allowed 
other sums of money to be legitimately 
expended in the ordinary course of nriY •te 
business, then men would not be " deflated" 
to-day-to quote the cxprr·ssion usccl by the 
Premier. I do not know ,v]wther it soothes 
it,., feelings of thost> unfortunate men to be 
lold that thev were not sacked. or dismissed, 
but were si"mply "drllntr<l" (Oppo,ition 
Joughter.) The effect is just the sa"l1C. Last 
~-car the Government received the largest 
revenue ever, r0ccivod b11' a Go\1--'rnmrnt in 
thn history of the Stote, · and. if that money 
had been spent in the way it shou~d have 
b0cn spent, it would not have been nerrssctry 
for any men to be " deflated" in the railwrty 
service and in other branches of the "~rvice, 
and be cast out without an <•nnortu· ;tv of 
obt,ining employment elsewhere. So far as 
the railwav service is conrerned ·w~ know 
that the service to-daV is '·VOrSe tha'O it hrts 
ever been in the annals of th<> 8'o.tP. \Ve 
have a reducf'd service now w~th in('roae-£.'"0. 
f"res and fr0ights. I notie" iD +he Rneech 
thot the Government take credit for having 
built a number of wagons. Fancy. they 
actually built some wao-on·,! (Oonosition 
lo,ughtcr.) They saY nothing in the Spcnch 
about the dco1orable condition of th0 cn_ginrs 
and a hout tubes rontinual[v hlrnving out. 
'Ihe Governmc"t do Pot sav· anythinf! ehout 
the railway plavt not lwi1•g "ttrncled to 
for vears. and we hear noth'ng "bout th<e 
raih,:rlV f:iatlons and r8_ilwav b11ilrHno:s w1"if'h 
are absolutelv hare of noi"t. T+ j, our r1utv 
t.) draw the ·attePtion of the Gn.-pr¥Jmcnt t() 
these matters. althouo:h it mav he like nour­
ing water on a duck'o back. · T"en we .hev-.e 
what might bo termed thn tn~edv of the 
Mctrnnoli+an \Vater Sunnlv and s .. -vPraC"e 
Board: Snme verrrs agn I rlrnw n+tention 
to certain faets i'" ronn<>ctln'l with +hn onora­
tion' of that board and thev WPl"" doni0d 
In fact, I wa< told thot ec'ion wonld h8 
taken against mvoelf if I mach surh a shte­
ment o11tside this Cha.-nber. 'T'he foct re ·'1"ins 
that rertain things were taking nl"f'D hut 
they were hidden, and to-day we find that 
the Government. who backed un tho Water 
and Sewerage Board on that occasion, are 
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not now prepared to find the nece,sary 
funds to carry out that important work. 

The TRF\SURER: We gave them £400,000 
last year-twice as much as they got from 
you in any one year. 

Ilo'i. J. G. APPEL: At any rate, the 
Goyermnent do not giye them sufficient 
money to enable them to carry on their 
operations. If the Government had only 
direct<,•! thn affairs of the State in the same 
businesslike way as the Administration of 
which 1 was a member, the position in 
Queensland would be a good deal better than 
it is to-dav. There would not be the dis­
missals fr~m the State service that have 
takt•n place under the present Government. 
and there would not be the excessive taxation 
which has been imposed on the unfortunate 
taxpa?ers of Queensland. Surely there are 
some Lusiness men on the Government side 
of the House, and surely they must 1·ealise 
that. owing to the excessive taxation. certain 
'ndu-,tries in the State are not in the pros 
porous condition that they ought to be. 
'(' nder different circumstances those industriPs 
would be affording employment to a large 
number of workers, whereas now they are 
compelled to dispense with their hands. 
'rh0re aro n1anufacturing fir1ns in Brisbane 
v.-ho C'mploy, perha-ps, bv0nty or thirty nwn 
rach ln 11orrnal ti1nes, but, owing to the 
maladministration of the present Government, 
they can only employ three or four men. 

:VIr. C'OLLIKS: That was brought about Ly 
the war. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
shows absolute ignorance on the subject. It 
is the maladministration of the Government 
that hac, brought about the unemployment 
in Queensland to-dav. \Ve know that the 
Treasurer will not advance the local authori­
ties the amount of money they are asking 
for. 

The TREASURER: Last year we gave them 
£685.COO. which is two and a-half times more 
than you gave them in any one year. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The fact remains that 
you do not give them all the? ask for, because 
I know thP.v are making frequent request'· 
from the Tre.1sury D"partmcnt. Practica!lv 
on every occa·,~ion) with one or two exceptions~ 
apparently political. when an application is 
made for a loan. no mattPr for what reaso~. 
the application is turned down. 

The TREISURER: You could not cowed the 
Gove"·nnwnt to give ,·ou an advance 'for that 
silly bridge ?OU acke.d for. 

Hoc:r. ,J G. "\PPEL: I never asked ·for anv 
bridge at "1], I belie.-e the hon. membe-r 
sug-_Q:Psted thnre should be a bridge there so 
that he c0uld mnvc it down to the Tweed 
Head· (La'lghtrr.) Let the hon. gentleman 
take this to heart that, having be'fore them 
the maladr0it. inept way in which the present 
Government have edministered the finances 

of the State. something like 95 
[5 p.m.l per cent. of tl1e electors ,decided. 

+hot a similar tvpe of man should 
not rep re "ent them u non the local authorities 
of Q•tef'nslawl. H-Ave we not everv reason 
to nlare h,·forr the electors of the State 
mattPrs which ro"'l~' under our notice in the 
administration of a Government who ask for 
la.rge sums of money without giving the 
House anv particulars of the way in whieh 
they pronree to sDend it, cspoci;ll? having 
tho know1r-c1occ thot tbev have misdirected thP 
reveTill''' of the RtotP in such a manner that 
they have caused the amount of unemploy-
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mont and distress that exist in Queensland 
to-day? Perhaps the hon. gentleman will 
say that they do not exist-that unfortunate 
women and children are not in a state of 
practical starvation, yet it i1> unhappily . the 
fact that the finances are in such a senous 
condition that unfortunate widows are receiv· 
ing notifications to this effect-. 

"Owing to improvon1ents 1n J:"Olfr con~ 
clition the amount you are reee1vmg for 
y<mr child is to be discontinued." 

And there is no appeal. ThE'>e are matters 
which it is the duty of every hon. member 
to bring before the notice of the Government, 
appealing to their boweh of mercy in t.he 
case of unfortunate widows and little chil­
dren and asking them whether it would not 
be f~r better to start not v:ith the poorf•st 
paid man, but at the 'top of the tree. What 
did Sir Robert Philp-the man who is per­
sistently abused by men sitting opposite, 
some of whom are not fit to lick his boots, 
politically, of course-do when the revenues 
of the State fell' He started at the top 
and rPduced thD salaries of Minister,,. What 
did this Government do when unfortunate 
men were walking about the streets, with 
their women and children starving at home? 
They increased their own salaries. 

The TREASURER: You took your money, too. 
HoN .• J. G. APPEL: They talk about the 

wage slaves and the wage servants! That is 
the way in which they themselves are reduc­
in" them to starvation. I do not know 
wl~ether it is true or not, but even in that 
organ-it is not a newspaper-which repre· 
sents the Labour party, we read that a 
,,]eputation of these unfortunate men was 
unable to obtain an interview with the 
Minister. Evidentlv he keeps the hinges of 
the back door of his office very well oiled. 
(Laughter.) There <has been an absoh~te}y 
unnecesfarv increase in the number of Minis­
ters and there is in the party a sufficient 
mta;ber of wnnorters of the Ad'llinistration 
eitht'r in offic'e • or receiving fees outside of 
office to secure to the Ministry a majority in 
tht:ii~ o;,vn parlia1nontary caucus. 

The TREASURER : Your party tried to buy 
some of them. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The Country party? 
The TREASURER: Yes, the alleged Country 

party. 
Hc>N. J. G. APPEL: The Treasurer is 

talking about buying men. Ho knows a lot 
about buying men. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER: Yes, you tried to buy 
some of our party. 

Th' SPEAKER: Order! 
Hol':. J. G. APPEL: : I should be sorry 

to t-hink there were in this Home any men 
,vho could be bought and sold. but apnarently 
the hon. member has cast the slur on some 
of his own sunportcrs that thev are willing 
to consider offers of being- purchased. 

The TREASURER : I ooid you tried to buy 
them. Ym1 are trying now to buy them. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The present Adminis­
tration arc seeking every possible means of 
obtaining money. There are the Golden 
Caskets. I quite admit that I take a chance 
occas.ionally, but when the St·te enters unon 
a course of lco·itimiocd gambling it is had 
for tl1e State. ~I would like to know whore 
the fui1ds of trese caskets are. I understand 
the Administration are holding anvthin)! 
betw. en £60.000 and £70.000 n.s a result of 
this legalised gambling. Does that form part 
of the hen. member's surplus? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 

Hon . .l G. ApvPl.l 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL: In casting roun 1 for 
means of C'Xtracting n1ore and more money 
out of the pockets of the unfortunate tax­
payers of the State, the Government havc-I 
believe illcp;ally-- imposed greater feed on 
transactions in the Titles Office. Why did 
not t•hese men who cried out that there 
should be economy take advantage of the 
knowledge of the hon. member for Brisbane 
-the railway expert who stated that £250,000 
could be saved to the Railway Department­
the "gone millions department" -instead of 
extracting these increased fees? Under 
former Administrations an agreement to sell 
land on terms carried a stamp duty of half-a­
crown, and the total amount of duty was due 
only when the payments were complete. 
That did not suit the hon. member, who 
came to the conclusion that they might be 
out of office when the payments were com­
plete, and so imposed on men who are 
struggling to make a start the hardship of 
paying the whole sum when the agreement 
is made. Then, at one time stamp duty was 
not chargeJ on what is called a letter of 
escrow. To-day the Government arc actually 
charging stamp ·dut~- on that letter, lodo;cd 
with the bank which holds the different titles 
on behalf of the vendor and the purchaser. 
Despite the enormous revenue they arc 
receiving-the largest ever received in 
the State of Queensland-and despite 
the fact that they say that they arc 
economising, we find by every quarterly 
statement that the expenditure is increas­
ing at a greater rate than the revenue. 
Yet thousands of unfortunate rr,cn arc being 
" deflated" from the public senicc, and 
cast out practically to starve. To-day the 
relief rations amount to something like 
£100,000 per annum. The unfortunate thing 
is that it is ha,·ing the effect of pauperising 
men who do not desire to receive rations 
without working for them. It is having the 
effect of creating practically professional 
beggars, who go round from one police 
station to another. At Bcenloigh they will 
receive rations, then go to the Coomera­
only a few miles off-and receive rations 
there, then go to Southport-a few miles off_ 
and receive rations there, double back to 
Nerang and receive rations there, and from 
there go to Tallobudgera-a few miles further 
off-and receive rations there. Is that a 
policy which is going to assist those mem­
bers of the community so feelingly referred to 
on different occasions by the hon. member 
for Bowen as " slaves" and "\vage serfs''? 
Is it going to uplift them? All the admin­
istration and legislation of the present 
occupants of the Treasury benches has had 
the effect of lowering those members of the 
community whom the Opposition have striven 
consistently to uplift, and whose condition we 
desire to see bettered. It is all very well 
for hon. members opposite to profess to be 
the only men who desire to see the improve­
ment of this unfortunate class. Thev are 
sitting in luxur0•. They are not feelir{g the 
pinch of starvation. They have not to walk 
the streets not knowing where they are 
going to obtain rations to fec.d their unfor­
tunate families. Is it proposed bY the pre­
sent Administration to adopt a different line 
of action, and to practise that economy which 
will place them in the position of not having 
to dispense with the services of the lower­
paid members of the public service, and 
which will enable them to take from the 
ranks of the unemployed a large number of 
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men by creating in the GDvernmcnt of thf' 
State that confidence which the present 
Administration have absolutely lost? They 
have been weighed and found wanting. It 
does not matter what department of the 
State's Hctivity you inquire into, you v-ill 
find there is practically stagl'ation. Take 
our system of State education. In our 
countrv districts, where children frequently 
have to go many miles to school, while there 
was money available to pay for two extra. 
Ministers, it was not available to erect a. 
little veranda in order that the children 
might have a little shade in summer. Surely, 
these things must come under the rotiCe of 
hon. members opposite! Snre:y, they must 
realise th:>t the line ,,~.hich they have taken, 
and arc taking, is not for the advancement 
of the State and the prosperity of its people. 
We know that among·t thr•m are most worthy 
rr,en. How is it that thcv have become so 
warped politically that tl{cy cannot sec the 
dangerous path they haYc been trea·ding, 
and that. if confidence is to be restored, if we 
are to ad,-ancc, if the interc•ts of the unfor­
tunate m cm bers of the communitv are to be 
safeg;u.ardcd, Eo me dlffer~.:nt Iin~ n1u ,t be 
adoptc·d? If they do reali ··e it, why do 
thPv not adopt a different polic:;-? It sur­
prises 1ne that hon. gentlemen r-ln:rot realise 
the mad. political course on which they have 
embarked. the chaos which theY have caused 
in the finances of the St·t~. and the fact that. 
O\ViT2g to the exactions thE':.~ hLve n1nd£', nnd 
which haYP reached breaking noint. iadus­
trir-" havr be0n abandoned, and are 1wing 
abandoned. When hon. members opposite 
sat on the Opposition benches they criticised 
the Government of which I had the honour to 
be a member. \Vhcn WO met the House 
in thf' first week in Jnly or the 1 -:lst week in 
.Tu:JO thev cried out that Parliament <hould 
have been 'alled together in May. They 
have out-Hercded Herod. There is not a. 
thing they could have mishandled which 
thev have not mishandled. There is a general 
feeling of anxietv which does not permit of 
persons en1harking on enterprises which 
would afford employment for lan:cc numbers 
of men. It would be far h: tter If we could 
ea "t .aside some of our partisan feeling and 
unite in a policy of legitimate and equitable 
0conomv whereby the ta.xation might be 
lessened and confidence restored, and, with 
a reetoL:tion of confidence, the prosperity 
and advancement of the people of the State 
assured. 

Mr. BREN:[\:AN (Toowoombr.) : The 
greatest s~·mpathy for the une,nphyod exists 
on this side of the House. We have listened 
this afternoon to speeches by members of the 
Opposition. The workers ha·d an oppor­
tunity of judging them when they were in 
a better condition than we are to-day, and 
had not to face the extreme difficulties which 
we have· to face owing t,; the financial crisis 
which exists throughout the world. \V e 
know what they did with the unemployed 
at that time. This Government are facing 
an issue brought about by the conduct of 
our opponents in sending certain people 
abroad. In spite of .all that, this side of 
the House is standing up, and intends to 
stand up, to its obligations. If the wor~ers 
arc led astrav bv the promises of the capital­
istic class, it. is· the workers' funeral. They 
n.ay defeat us, but they will beat them­
selves. The hon. member for Albert spoke 
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abcut the unfortunate men who arc out of 
work. The only time hon. members opposite 
truet the pcoph is wh, n the people give 
them a majority vote. \Vhen the people 
vote accurdiEg 1·0 th,~ way the-\ should vote, 
hDn. n1ern'_,crs oppc;itc say thl'Y shollld r.ot 
be tnFtcd. If the l'' ople n'te ag·>inst their 
mvn welfare, they say they should be 
trusted. Let rr,e quote from " Hansard" of 
1920, page 520. on the Local Authorities Acts 
Amendment Bill. The Hon. J. G. Ap)Jol 
said-

" He proposed to support the amend­
ment" 

It wa• an amendment to defeat the Bill-
" He h~d been a landlor,d, and had 

always given the local authority vote 
to those who c-ccupiPd his premises. Hon. 
member:, opposite talke-d about the man 
with the n ng on his back. "·ho had 
blazed t 1

10 trail and devnloncd the State, 
but ho had been to a certain e"tent .a 
parasite on the State." 

Later on the hon. rrJ.cmbcr said-
" Not one member sitting on his side 

of the Hon •e was opposed to that pro­
po'3ition, hc·causc, more or lcs~ those 
people cnntributcd to the fnnds' of the 
particular local authority. But to say 
that . tha pc re.• itc of the co:nmunity-thr, 
cnmmal scum d Queensland-were to 
f"\~crci~c a rontrolling influrncc in the 
election of rq1rr ·enhiivc· to local autho­
ritir-'3 '~ s ab~olut·-1:-r opposrcJ to democM 
racy and to the scttle·.le:Jt and dcvclop­
rr.ent of this fair State." 

Hon. J. G. APrEL: And they are your 
supporters, too. The criminaL support the 
Government. I say it again. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The people of Quc•em­
land must appreciate the hypocrisy of men 
of the class of the hon. mcwb•. r ho caJlp,<J 
the men who blazed the trail parasites and 
criminal scum. The men who go to South.: 
port for rations arc parasjt~s, actordir.g 
to the hon. rr.embc•r for Albert. The people 
mu•t know that these men are not sincere 
when they profe,s S}·mpathy for those who 
are out of work. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I think it is rather 
fortunate that I should follo·.v the hon. mem­
ber for Toowoomba, c•.pecially as he has 
referred to a delegation which went home 
from Queensland for purpc••es best known 
to themselves. \Ye find th~ hon. me:nber for 
Toowoomba reiterating the statement which 
has been denied in this House time and time 
again, that. the delBgation had any support 
fr'?m th_1s s1de of the I-~o_usc. lie per.sists in 
rmteratmg and emphas1smg that this delega­
tion w, s responsible for the e• ils \vhieh 
Queensland is la bnuring under at the prucnt 
time. I wn.nt to quote in rc•butta! of that the 
signed statement of the Hon. Lmvis 
McDonald, the secretary of the Labour part':, 
and a man whom the hon. mecnber for 
Toowoomba dare not contradict. (Govern­
ment laughter.) This is what the Hon. Lewis 
McDona~d sa3""J-

" The Tories hop0d and prayed for the 
success of the malignant mission but it 
failed lamertably." ' 

He holds the opinion that the mission failed 
lamentably, and we have the hon. m·•mber 
for Toowoomba coming to an intellig<·nt 
House like this and asking us to take his 

'"ord in preference to that of the secretary 
of the Labour party. Any important document. 

which comes from the Government, 
(E.30 p.m.] side of the House is signed by 

their official secrdar;r, and it 
carries the '.veight of the party behind it; and 
Bven the PrB:nier dare w t deny the fact. No 
·,cnsiblo man or won1an in the comn1unity 
believes a statement by a man who makes 
random statemBnts of this t.k cription. "Vhen 
hon. rncrnb<'rs opposite go on to the pub~ic 
)1lotform they say, " Our credit has not been 
impaired; look at what the Hon. Lewis 
McDonald has sa.id," and when they come 
in1o this House they say, " Our credit is im­
paired." The hon. member for Tomvoomba 
muc,t be more correct in his statements, if 
he hopes to visit this House after the next 
Plection. The Premier said that Mr. Bar-

eli, the Premier of South Australia, said 
that the Liberal Government would retrench. 
But the l'remier of South Australia, wl:o 
is a. Liberal Premier, went to the country 
with that as a part of his policy. He told 
the countrv that he would retrench. and the 
country returned .him with a majority, and 
to-day he is Premier of South AustraEa, so 
that there is nothing underhand about that. 
The Premier of South Australia \Ya9 honest, 
and said that they wer0 going to do it. 
But let me refer to the Qncensland Govern­
mel!t party. Here is another pamphlet issued 
by them-

" The increased expenditure could net 
be avoided 0xcept by staning the depart­
ments, retrenching the public s-ervice. 
. . . That is the Tory policy, but it 
is not the Labour policy. " 

The difference between the statement made 
by the Premier of South Australia and the 
statement made by the hon. gentlemen oppo­
sitB is that the Premier of South Australia 
was not bound by any unseen hand b hinJ 
the throne. but he made a statement Oil 

behalf of his GovBrnment and was e:ected. 
On the other hand, the people sitting on the 
Government side of this House made a state­
ment which now proves that they were either 
insinrc're or else they \Vere endeavouring to 
deceive the people. I would like to ask what 
the statement made bv Mr. Barwell has to 
do with tLB condition" of affairs in Queens­
land? If the Government contend that it 
has something to do with the affairs of 
Queensland, then I claim that the aff~irs of 
Hussia have something to d1 with Queens­
land, because there arc hon. members on 
the other side, to say nothing of t"eir 
official organs, who advocate Bolshevism. 
If the Government were honest, they would 
vacate office rather than sacrifice their prin­
ciples. I have a cutting here taken from a 
journal depicting a worker with fallen head 
coming home to his wife and family, and 
with sorrow in his face telling them that 
he ha< be0n unable to find employment. and 
there you see a dejected family. \Vhy? 
Was it because ihc State did not afford 
opportu~1ity? No; the State has been so 
b~-dly managed that thor,o is no work for 
them to do. 

Mr. CoLLINS: All brought about by tho 
·war. 

Mr. FRY: Then we have this very impor­
tant document, "Thf' Unemployed Clarion." 
I do not know whether unemployment has 
caused the Premier a moment's unrest. I think 
unemployment is due to the fact that the 
Government have been prodded behind by th" 

.Mr. Fry.] 
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extreme element. I am unwilling to believe 
that the gentlemen sitting on tho Govern­
ment benches would of their own free will 
and accord allow Queensland to drift into 
the condition it is in t<J-dav; but we !mow 
very well that the extremi;ts in the party 
supportmg them are too strong for them. 
They have been devoting their atte1Xons to 
discrediting private enteq11·ise with the cbjoct 
of building up State enterprises in their 
pi aces. \Ye are informed in tho book 
" Socialism at \Vork," V\'hich \Vas issued bv 
the Governn1ent, that Stato cmtcrpr;s2s \-VCr~ 
<5mbarkcd upon with the object of making 
a profit for the people. To-day we aro fac·d 
with very great losse.3 on tho'3e undertakings. 
The Gm·ernment have found that tradi1•g 
has not bocn in the 1utere·t-> of pro11t-·(r;tll:­
ing. This is what the Secretary for l\linc~ 
said. acco~ding to the "Dail: Standarci." 
with reference to clcsing down the State coal 
mine at Baralaba :-

" Mr. J onf·~, in the oour:::~-:; of an int ,r­
,-iew to-day, ~aid that in 1Ji·", op~nion 
State enterprisu dqJended up<m thc.n 
getting a hir deal from. the m<'n engaged 
th0rein. The men at Bara1aba h'ld de­
cided, he understood, to limit their output 
t<J 2! tons per man pPr day. At the rates 
being paid, the cost of the production 
wa' 17s. 6cl. per ton, and the price 
<Jbtained for the 120 tons produced per 
day was 14s. 9d. per ton. H0 was not 
going to be the fool cmphyPr, and lot 
it p:o out to th" world that they were 
working an 8-foot sca.m of coal, and 
rmttinR it on the trucks at a loss of 2s. 
9d. per ton." 

The GovRrnmcnt dedared themselves to be 
socialistic in all their undm·takings as dis­
-closed in the book ealled " Socialism at 
Work." One thing that has prevented the 
r.overnment from making a success of all 
their socialistic enterprises is that they have 
failed to master the very moot pro biem of 
human nature. The Government have not 
been able to mould men like a machine to 
do their bidding. The Bolshevists have 
failed to do it in Russia, and thoy will 
aiwa vs fail to do it where socialistic enter­
prise's are undertaken. Look at Russia 
to-day. It is nothing but devastation and 
ruin. just because they tried to make 
m.achincs of the men, instead of dealing 
w1th the human element. \V e know that the 
Maker of all mankind has placed in every 
n1an cerh1in nua1ities to Pnrourage him to 
]Jropel himself forward and make every 
advcnccm0nt possible for himself. Anyone 
who tries to alter that is sure to fail just 
as thoy failed in Russia. We know' that 
when a union is formPd all the members 
stort level, but eventually they appoint one 
man as ~'t'cn-•tary. and straight away that 
o'~<:'retan- wants to oust a Minister out of his 
job. and <rct it for himself. That is human 
ll'llurc. Before the Gm·ernment talk about 
"Socialism at Work." they will have to 
dr.d with the human element as it exists 
to~dov. It is a pity that we have numbers 
of people \\'aiking about our streets to-day 
sJ~arving and hungry. It is all because o'f 
the, socialistic enterprises of the Government, 
ana because yon cannot expect men to be 
servile to the dictates of a machine. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You stated just now that 
the Bar ala ha mine showed a loss but as 
a matter of fact, it shows a profit. ' ' 

Mr. FRY: I quot,ed from the statement of 
the M!nister for Mi!les. I might refer to a 
; plend1d speech dehvered by the Premier, 

[Mr. Fr.y. 

Mr. Theodore, in Melbourne, when he used 
these words-

" There was evident in the Labour 
movement an exotic growth that, if per­
mitted to remain, would destroy the 
movement, and render ineffective the 
splendid work of a quarter of a century. 
He referred to the poison known as 
I.\V.W'ism. (Uproar.) Great advantages 
for workers had been won by evolu­
tionary moans, and now these traitors 
to their class preached revolution, with 
or without bloodshed, and were endea­
vouring to embroil the Labour and union 
movements in that foolhardy policy. 
They were prepared to throw over arbi­
tration awards. Thev preached revolu­
tion, sabotage, and 'bloodshed to gain 
what the workers could take by consti­
tutional means any moment they cared 
to exercise their vote. (Applause and 
dissent.) The LIV.\Y'ites were the worst 
f'non1ies of Labour." 

I give tho Premier credit for making such 
" sensible speech, but I blame him for not 
standing up like a man for what he considers 
to be his principks. If the Premier had 
stood up to his principles, and if the Govern­
ment to-day had a fr<'o hand, Queensland 
would not have reached the verge of bank­
ruptcy. Queensland is often referred to as 
the '· Queen State" of the Commonwealth, 
and, if it were properly governed, it >vould 
be the wealthiest State of the Commonwealth. 
Queensland is studded with wealth from 
north to south and east to west, and we coul<il 
maintain millions of people if we had proper 
government here. If Queensland were given 
the opportunity of proper development our 
primary industries would benefit, and the 
1nanufacturing industry in the large centres 
"·ould also prosper. It >vould be much better 
to 1nanufacture fro1n our raw~ matC'rial in 
our own State, instead of exporting the raw 
materials and importing the article in its 
Ionnufactured state. We have all the' oppor­
tunities in Queensland to make this State the 
brightest gem in the British Empire, if we 
onl,v had proper management. If we had 
a Gon·rnment th~t considProd the needs of 
the State above tho requirements of party 
it would be better for the State in every 
way. Th0 prc~ent Governrnent, however, 
cannot rise above party, otherwise we would 
have a soand developnwnt:1l policy for this 
country. I will show •:hat the inevitable 
rr,ult of the policv of the Government is 
p:oing to bo by quoting from an article on 
Russia, written by a supporter of the Govern­
nle-nt policy. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the ban. 
gentleman will connect his remarks with the 
question before the House. 

:\1r. FRY: I will do that, and I will 
sho.1 the result of Bolsheviem in Russia 
to-day. It says in this article· which I have 
m my hand, referring to Russia-

" Everybody is in need of dothing. 
Most of the ne ople are without boots 
and shoos. The hospitals neod linen, 
medicines, and disinfectants. The schools 
are short of books, desks, pons, and 
pencils. The peasants lack machinery. 
There is a univorsal scar-city of fuel. 

"In Russia there is al~o con8cription 
of hbonr. All but the old and infirm 
must work. The eight-hour day is a 
myth. They work twelve or sixteen 
hours. They are obligPd to undertake 
work choson for them. Their wages are 
fixed for them. They must go where they 
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are sent. They may not leave their work 
without permission. If ill, soldiers visit 
the home to discover if it is a genuine 
case. 'They may not travel on the railway 
without a pass. 'They cannot buy anything 
with a permit from the authorities. 'rhey 
must purchase most things at the Soviet 
stores; the others have been closed." 

'The SPEAKER : Order ! I cannot allow 
the hon. gentleman to quote long extracts 
out of a journal. He can quote any remarks 
which have any bearing on the question, but 
he cannot read lengthy extracts from any 
journal. 

Mr. FRY: I am quoting from a report 
m,cde by ]',1rs. Philip Snowden, who has been 
known for years as being just as extreme a 
<ociali,,,t as her husband, the Labour M.P. in 
England, She went to Russia to fmd out 
for herself the state of things that existed 
there, The Premier quoted South Australia 
and I wish to quote Russia. After Mrs: 
Snowden went to Russia she came back dis­
gusted with the state of things she found 
there, and she advised the workers of Great 
Britain to have nothing to do with them. 

I hope that the people of Queensland will 
have nothmg to do with Bolshevism in any 
shape or form, and tha.t they will take the 
advice of those Britishers who have been 
to Russia and who have seen the awful 
con-Pquence of this form of , Govunmcnt 
rather than the ad,-ice of the theorists wh~ 
are sitting as a junta behind the Government. 

1\'lr. FLE'TCHER (Port Curti.1): I recog­
mso that the .-ote for Supply has to be 
passed in order to carrv on the services of 
the State, but I do not consider it is right 
for the Government to come down at the 
ch·,-enth a.nd three-ouarter hour as it were 
and rush thrc.ugh Supply in this way. It 
seems to me to be the inYariablc custom to 
rush Supply ~~rough. in one day, and we do 
not get sufficiant time to discuss all the 
matters that we wish to refer to. If we were 
to di cuss all the quec.tions that arise under 
Supply, it would take us more like three 
months, whereas we have to put it through 
m one day. One great weakness in con­
nection with the Gm-ernmcnt is that 
they have no foresight. 'They c'annot look 
ahead. 'They embark upon schemes without 
knowing what "ill be the outcome of them, 
and they do not seem to know what will be 
the result of their ~entures. Hon. memberoJ 
will remember that in 1915 the Government 
cam0 in with thei:· great policy of cheap 
food for the_ people. 'They got all their 
State cntNIJrises under way, and heralded 
them abroad through th0 little book called 
"Socialism at \York." This was circulated 
througho':'t the l:nited Kingdom, and by 
vanous piCtures and articles they endeavoured 
to show the people that th~ir s,ocialistic 
cndeav·o_m:s were successful, and that they 
were givlng cheap food to the people of 
Queensland. ?\ ot one of the State enter­
prises has been a success. They have all 

been a calamitous failure and 
[7 p.m.] the Government to-day ~hould 

bow their hea,ds in humiliation at 
having in their self-confidence and inexperi­
ence lande-d the State in such a quagmire of 
disaster as we see to-day. If the people had 
been told the truth in the election of 1918 
or at the last election. instead of the m is: 
leading statements and half-truths which ~vere 
made, the Government would never have 
got back to power. It is only now that the 
people are realising the mismanagement of 

the Government, and we shall see a very 
different state of affairs when the Gover~­
ment next go to the polls. I wish to deal with 
some of the State enterprises, the indirect 
loss on which is far greater than the direct 
loss, owing to the confidence which has been 
destroyed in the State; but the loss we can 
actually see is also tremendous. 'The Govern­
ment bought the S'tate stations, ostensibly to 
give cheap meat to the people, yet they 
bought the stations in the most inaccessible 
parts of the State-in the Cape York Penin­
sula and all round the Gulf country-from 
which they could not market the beef in the 
large cities and towns of Queensland. If they 
were going to give cheap meat t<J the people, 
why clld they go to the uttermost parts of the 
State to buy the stations? That showt'd either 
g-ross negligence, or great incapacity, or 
when they came to buy the stations they 
had forgotten their mission and were 
actuated by some other motive. They were 
going to giYo cheap meat to the people, 
and yet they boug·ht stations at tremendous 
prices. No private individval has ever paid 
anything like the prices which the Govern­
munt paid for these stations. How could 
the Government give cheap meat to the 
people when they paid such fabulous prices 
for the stations? 'They bought the stations 
from some of the wealthiest men in the 
community~ 'They talk about profiteers, 
and yet there is no one in Queengland 
who has reaped more advantage to-day 
than the vendors of th<Jse stations to the 
Government. 'The Government may have 
supplied from those stations 5 per cent. of 
the meat to the State butchers' shops. 'They 
havo been supplying the shops with meat 
obtained under forced contracts with the 
meat companies. The Government paid 
tremendous pricn for the cattle stations even 
whPn prices were high. I remember being 
in the North when the first purchases were 
ma·de, and the people were absolutely stag­
gered. The whole pastoral industry was 
demoralised. Since then a change has come 
over the scene, e.nd there has been an enor­
mous fall in the value of stock. 'The 
hominal lciss to-day on the S'tate stations 
,;•hich were bought at £L3GO,OOO is ,.omething 
like £v00.(;00. i-Vho pays this loss? People 
may -,~y !hat it is gone and done with-that 
it is finished; but it is not. About £800.000 
of the purchase money has not yet been 
paid; it is owing in debentures due about 
1928. We shall have to meet them then, 
and, if cattle do not go up in value, we 
shall have to pay for something that does 
not exist. Our children and our children's 
children will each year out of the revenue of 
the State have to find money to pay the 
intprcst on debentures issl\ed on those enter­
prises of the Government which have entailed 
such an enormous loss. How can any Sate 
cal'l'y on under such circumstances ? \V e ha vc 
been built up on a wonderfully sound founda.­
tion, otherwise the State could not stand the 
maladministration and lack of judgment dis­
played by the Government. In a year's time 
we shall feel more than we do to-day the 
bur-den of these State enterprises. The 
Govcrnm<:'nt know that they have been atro­
cious failures, and they would be very pleased 
to-day to give np the reins of Government. I 
want to deal with the Auditor-General's report 
on the State stations, according to which they 
show a J)rofit of £25,000. In that profit of 
£25.080 they include a sale of 14.000 odd cattle 
in the aCCOl\nts for last financial year, 

Mr. Fletcher.J 
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although the sale was not made till 15th 
November. But that did not bring the profit 
up enough, and they went further and inflated 
the value of the cattle. Notwithstanding 
that a great fall in the value of stock was 
looming, they increased the value of 187,000 
cattle by Ss. ld. per head, or something over 
£70,000. They went further than that. They 
altered the allowanc() for deaths from 10 per 
<::ent. to 5 per cent., so as to improve the 
profit. Then there were a lot of surplus 
stores on another station, which was a 
walk-in walk-out sale, which they credited, 
after twelve months, to inflate the profit. 
It all shows that the profit on the State 
stations shown as £25,000 "as in reality a 
loss of over £130,000. If that balance-sheet 
was submitte,d to the public by a company, 
tbe directors would be thrown out of office, and 
tbey would probably be sued "nd put in gaol. 

OPPOSITION ME,IDERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FLETCHER: What can we think of 
the Government, which should be a.n example 
to othPrs, ,-oming· forward ard pasoing a 
bnla.nce-shcet like that, and tr<ing to mislead 
the people into the belief that the stations are 
profitable? The whole of the State enter­
prises arc very much the same Not one of 
them has been a mcce". and it is awful to 
think that posterity has to rarrv the burden 
of debt which this Government has piled up. 
I would not cHe if the G0ve,nment spent 
£10.000,000 every year. if it was well spent 
and productive: but. if we g-o on as we are 
-doin[(, our financial status will break down; 
it cannot possibly c~ntinuc with such a load. 
1\'e> have not felt the full dfoct- of the stre~s 
vet: there 1 ~ more to f'nmc. You can fcei 
it in every ·din~etion. Ortv l:1 ~our in !'Omo 

thin~?"s may be all rivht. "tnt t<J follow it 
prclniscnonsly in all our dealings i-; m)dness. 
Cc:nsid€'1' the ~~normou-.; "\Y?ste inYolved in the 
<'cnstruct-ion of our schools-waste, not l::y 
ruo ing- big- ·.vages, but by the disorg-anif'a­
tion that ensu·'s through Go' crnment work 
on &mall jobs. Contractors conid do the 
work for from 40 per cent. to 50 per cent. 
le's, and do it bett-er. The waste has been 
eo great t-hat it Fould haYc -nfficcd to build 
all the schools now requir·cd in Queensland: 
(GcYPrnmcnt laug·htcr.) The Government, 
shortsig-hted!y, have built little schools in 
gro-wing country dj~tricts-I could nan1e four 
or fivr in my o1vn olectorato-which are too 
sma 11 in two nr three vea ri'. Jt is wondedul 
that the Govon1m~-,1t huaYo continued so long. 
bcca.use they ha Ye misn presented things t-o 
the people, who now, b·: ne~es«ity. are begin­
J,ing to realise r-hat they ought to have been 
told. I believe that people Phonld be ing-enu­
O!l', and tell the actual truth: but at election 
tim • we hear the old cry that anv old thing 
will do; any lies may be told.; and the 
consequence is that the clPctors do not know 
what to believe; and, when a man comes 
along and tells them the truth, thev think 
it i, a lie the came as the o(hers. • 

I want to say a fmv words nciw about Mount 
Morgan, because every day that goes by the 
calamity continues. It is beyond the compre­
hension of man that such a position should 
<::oEtinue, with all its attendant unemploy­
ment and sufTering, and I am quite sure 
that, if the "-gitators had kept out of the 
way, the ha!lot would have g-one in favour 
o: work. It is ridiculous to think that they 
nro to wait for \York until copper a.clvances 
in p1ice to such e point as will enable the 
company to pay thco old rate of wages. H 
is ar. outrage on our ciYilisation 

[Mr. Pletcher. 

Mr. HARTLEY : T,hey had a profit ol 
£400,000, with the reserve fund, in the last 
balance-sheet. 

Mr. FLETCHER: The hon. member does 
not knov. what he io talking about. If he 
wants to debate Mount Morgan, let him <::omo 
on the public platform with me. The hon. 
member for :\fount 111organ 'llade, through 
tho l're·,s, a vcr.~; clever and . ingenious 
statement: but it ·.vas not very mgenuous. 
The Premier, instead of doing what he knew 
was the right thmg, looked on passively, 
ancl. took no action-just as he did in con­
m-ction with ~he strikes at Townsville, when 
mor:ths and months of work, and probably 
hundreds of thomands of pounds, were lost 
to the country. The Arbitration Court did 
('Xectly the same. It told the men what 
they oug.bt to do, but, although it had 
increa.sed the \\cages when . iimos \V ere pros­
perGUfiJ it took no action wh ... ttsoevcr 1vhon 
there was a uecline in metals. It was abso­
llltely wrong; it should have made a fresh 
award for Mount Jl.forgan, and dealt cour­
ageously with the position. As I said last 
session I believe in arbitration. and the 
arbitr;tion judt(es should be the highest men 
in the land. Thcv carry a tremendous 
responsibility, .md, 1~nless they live up to it, 
arbitration is going to be a failure. 

:Mr. DASH: The Court fixed the wage. Why 
should the men accept a reduction? 

Me. FLETCHER: The hon. member does 
1'ot know anj'thing about it. The time will 
come when the hon. member for Mount 
]\,{org-an will have to face the electors, and 
''o shall Sl'e whitt they think of his judg­
n:cnt. And the position affects not only 
l\!cunt l\Iorgan, but the whole of Queen,;land. 
I1: my district, for instance. you will ,,ee 
hcape of timber for use at M.ount Morgan, 
but the ownei's are tmable to get it through 
<1ncl. ~et their money, and the consequence 
is that there is unem;1loyment. On the other 
hanu, let us I >Ok at t:he position of Chilla~oe_ 
in rc<'ard to which the Secretary for Mmes 
hne r';;adP some of the most ridiculous and 
irr~eponsihle statements I have ever heard. 
\Yhen the Chilla;r.oe and Etherid[(c' Railw~ys 
Bill was before this House, the Premrer 
s id unequivocallv on two occasions that the 
Chillaf:-oe mines and smelters would not be 
v;orked unl(,s they could par for them­
sdves-that they would only be run as a 
bminoes proposition, and, if they could not 
ray their way, they wo':'ld be closed down 
jm t as any other bu'lness concern-they 
,, ould not be subsidise·d. The very next 
moment he does th~ very reverse; his mind 
uust be a jumble of contradictions, The 
consequence is that to-day the Chillagoe 
mines ar·e pavim; the old award ,.ages, and 
losing prol::ably £2C to £25 on every to!1 
of copper pro-duco·d, and stormg 1t untJ! 
the price ha·· CJdvanced. It may not advance 
for a hundred years. (Government larghter.) 
Hon. members may well laugh, but they 
r:mst remember that copper is £72 per ton, 
"''d it ie a fine price. I do not say that 
wag-es have to come helow the cost of living, 
but the cost of living- must come down w1th 
thB drop in c;:ages. In passing, I might say 
that I did not notice that the hon. membeJ' 
fJr Mount Morgan made mention of the fact 
t.hnt they had at Mount M01·gan a co-opera­
tive store which provides the miners with 
groceries and similar things at 15 per cent. 
below what the cutoide public have to pay. 
r] 1he State cannot stand such unbusincssliko 
pmcocdings as we sec at Chillagoe, and the 
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sooner the Government realise the hopeless· 
ne"s of the position, and reduce the wages 
so that t.hev can pay their way, the better. 
Do not forget th'Lt the cost of living comes 
down at the same time. The whole com­
munity cannot ;top working, as the people 
have done at Mount Iv1organ. It is wonderful 
that we have g-ot along as well as we have, 
with 1, 700 or 1,800 men going out of employ­
ment at once. The . Government shoulcl 
realise that they have a great duty to per­
fcrm, and they should be doing it, instead 
of sitting down watching the people who are 
m•cmployed, and the suffering of their de­
pendents. Yet they claim to represent the 
people ! It is a scandal, and it is a pity 
the people do not rise en masse and rebel 
a.gainst it. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggem): I c:mnot let 
Supply puss v:ithout commenting upon the 
fact tlmt the Government arc living beyond 
then moans and making no provision for the 
future. In 1918-19 \VC had accumulated 
dcfrcits of £5~1,439. There was a surplus of 
£26.833 in 1919-20, and a sUTplus of £9.830 
last year. Deducting the •,c two from the 
accumulatccl deficits, we fmd th t there is 
£f,44.776 which \YC have to make up. 

The PRE~IIER: That is inaccurate. 
Mr. KEHR: Thoc:e figures are quite 

accurate. They are the accumulated deficits 
for four vcarf:', and there ·has been no 
endeavour on the part of th0 Government to 
make the--" up 

The PRi:.\fiER: Yes, we have paid off 
£1'5.000 this year. 

Mr. KERR: £145,000 from the Golden 
Casket fund,. (Laughter.) I will quote the 
figures of the Auditor-Ge1wral, which are 
th,-. onl_v figures we have bdore us. 

The PHEJHER: l::~ou are wrong. Th0rc are 
other figures in the Governor's Speech. 

Mr. KERR : I could quote fiiSlires from the 
Governor's Speech in rcga!'d to soldiers' 
settlements which are incorrect. The loan 
expenditure of Queens] and amounts to 
£68,000,000, on which we arc r•orrvirw an 
interht bill of £2,930.703, so we arc ab:orb­
ing our revenue to the extent of 23 per cent. 
There has been no provi-.ion made for the 
loans falliLg due next :•ear amounting to 
£3.000.000, or for tho6e falling- due in 1924 
and 1925 to the amount of £5.000.000. 

The TREASURER: How -do you know that? 
:Mr. KERR: If you are not g-ame to tell 

tho people what arrangements you have made, 
you ure nnt fit to occupy those benches. In 
reg-ard to the Tru-.t Funds we are behind to 
the extent of £500.000. In 1914 a dcfmitc 
plan was laid down \'·hich, if it ha·d been 
followe<;J. wou_ld have prevcnt~d Qucemland's 
reputatiOn bcmg blasted in the eye. of other 
people in the world, and we would not have 
been faced with the situation of having no 
credit. I agree that the financial situation 
throug·hout the world to-day is not 0f t-ire 
best. T-here are manv factors which have 
to be t;.d~Pn intD con~ideration. VVB have 
advised lh<> Government from time t0 time 
exact]:;- \Yherc they have failed, and no con­
sider-ation has been g-iven to our advice. The 
Treasurer used some fine phrases in his 
Financi 1 Statement. One \vas-

" Crjticie1n is always 1velcome, but 
ahuse does not help." 

According to the last Financial Statement 
our r0venue, cxclusiYo of anv investn1ents of 
l0an mon~v. i~ £6,000.000. a'nd our disburse­
ment· £4.0~0 000. I have not the details of 
the last financial year, but the same thing 
has h,lppened. There has been an excess ol 

expenditure which could have been saved. 
In the ordinary channels of revenue-taxa­
tion, licenses, and other things-we exceed 
our requirements by over £2,000,000. That 
£2.000,000, which in 1914 would l1ave been 
shown as a surplus, to-day is being absorbed, 
for the reason that the loan monev has been 
expended unproductivelv. I am fortunate in 
l1a ving been able to secure two schools in 
mv electorate. There are other additions 
which have been turned -down. It is a shame 
that some children should have to stand in 
the winds underneath the schools because 
that £2,000,000 has ha·d to be utilised for the 
purpose of paying interest on unpro-ductive 
1YorkR. The increase in the income t1lx in 
the last five years has been 214 per cont. 
Tbe land tax, which was not in existence 
nrior t0 this Government coming into power, 
increased in five years by 90 per cent.; and 
the 6tamp duty increased hy 105 per cont. 
For the financial year 1920-21 the inc-ome 
derived from stamp duty decrea ,ed bv 
£27.000 as compared with 1919-20. The lack 
of credit is being reflected in every business. 
The buildinr: of railw<!ys is only of a 
tf'lnporary nature, and in five or six months 
those l!,en ill again be on the labour 
Jnarkct. \V c also find that the stamp duties 
l1ave increased in five years by 105 per cent. 

This sort of thing operates right 
[7.30 p.m.] down from primary production 

until it rea-ches cver-v avenue and 
CYcrv trade where n1en are out of 'vork to­
dav.~ There is one feature which the Govern­
ment have llf'VCl' realised, and that is the 
effect of taxing- the resources of the State. 
\V e have heard of the enormous wealth of 
Queensland, as connected with what is known 
as "stored up labour." The Government 
· hould g-et away from those ideas th1~t cannot 
be brought down to the ground, and realise 
that the only taxable resources of any com­
munity are 'Xhat tbe people can pay. vVe 
find the ordinary average return of revenue 
from the vm·ious nuhlic works and services 
throug'rout Australia i c·.omething like 55 
per cc11l . and the return from these public 
,~ orks and serYicr') in our own State during 
the last fnnr or five Yrn.rs .Juts bef n lc[.s than 
in any olhf'r StalE' i-n Australia, being only 
35 JWr cent .. >vhic-h ;., a r<>clur-tion of 20 per 
cent. Another form of ti1xation \Yhich has 
fallen off i~ the totali,acor lex, notwith­
::;:t,lnding that 'Ye hta\ e five or ~1x race mect­
irHrs 8 \\ e<'k, and not'' ith tandin~ that the 
Govu·nment collects unclr,;.nJCd dividends. 
The Treasurer is ccri-ainly an adept at the 
u~0 of V,'orde. He says~ 

"V\That is wanted is a clearer pcrBpec­
tiYe and a more common-~t'L'je viow of 
our re-sponsibilities. QuecJ' -land must he 
developed, our lan~ls must be settled, our 
producers mu-,t bo enf'ouragcd, our manu­
facturee stinmlated, and our workers 
giYen justice." 

cannot po;;qjbh- think that the Treasurer 
bclien's t-hat sl<Llcmc,nt. Is he looking 
ten' ards the question of maturing loans? Has 
he ever go-.e into the question of a sinking 
fund? To-dav our assets are disappearing, 
and we arc utilising our loan moneys to meet 
unfore~eon cirr'nmstances. such as floods, 
insteacl of providinr; for them out of revenue. 
The f_'.t,te is in such a po·· :tion financiallv 
that they cannot meet such thing-s legiti­
matf'l,l-. and haYe to appeal to illegitimate 
n1r:1ns. The area unrlr~r cu1tiv::t+ion in Queens­
land has decreased by 200,000 acr_es; the 
number of cattle, • he0p, and nws has 
decreased. vV c have a return from the 

Jrlr. Km·1·] 
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Commonwealth showing that in four years, 
1911-1915, the amount received from the Com­
monwealth increased by £139,000, yet we find 
that in the four-year period, 1916-1920, the 
ir.crease was only £59,000, or a decreaSB of 
42 per cent. The Land Tax has incren,;cJ in 
fin; years by 90 per cent., but we find from 
the return prepared by Mr. Edkin,, who has 
already be<Jn mentioned in this House, that 
in 1917 there were 3,193 taxpayinp: pastora­
lists whilst there were only 2.513 in 1919. \Ve 
find the taxation necr!'ased by 12.1 per cent. 
in 1919 which shows that nothing has been 
done in that connection. Very often people 
find it difficult to k'low oxactlv whv loan 
money reduces the inono0 a,·ailablc for locJ 
loans. The reason is that busincsscol are 
worked on ovcrdraf~3. Loans \Yhich have 
bt;en floated bv the State ha,-e be·· n adYanced 
mote or less b'v financial institutions, notably 
insurance conlpanie::;. Their funetion is tO 
advance to the indnstri0~ 1noncv to allow 
them to carry on and expand. I ·;Yould like. 
in this connrction. to quote the rr,marks 0£ 
a friend of tb~ GovcrHrt1(~nt-J.Ir. Storev. the 
Premier of New South \Vales. lie is eredited 
with this statement-

" Ever•.' million of money ra's~<l lotal!y, 
you Vi··ant to rcn1('mbrr, withdrnws that 
a1nount fron1 otlwr <'ha;::nols and lnakC's 
it increasingly difficult fer th~ pc,-,p!c who 
adya!H ,., it t? find _the nece~~ary money to 
carry on pnvate 1ndustry. 

l\ow, that is the situation that has been 
created in Queensland to-day. If money is 
taken awaY from channels where it could 
be utilisocf to absorb labour, it stands to 
reason that industries must suffer. 'I'he 
money which ought to be absorbed in indus­
tries to create permanent work has been 
directed into other channels. owing to 
Government interference, and that has 
brought about unemployment. vVe know 
quite well that the finenrial institutions o£ 
Queensland have carried the GoYernment on 
their backs for the last five or six years. 
Owing to the Government's laek of credit, 
it has caused these financial institutions to 
re-strict their ad•. anc,'s to the people, and 
that has brought about unemployment. The 
people showed they were sensible during t,he 
last municipal elections, and also in the 
Maranoa election. As a matter of fact, they 
were sensible in the last State elections, when 
thP' ga, c the parties in Opposition 20,000 
more Yotes than were given to the Govern­
ment, and they will continue to be sensible 
the next time. when they will have a chance 
of getting rid of this Government. The 
financial institutions have been responsible 
for carrying the Government on their 
shoulders, because they adYanced to the 
extent of £19.000,000 during the past six 
years. The coin held by the banks is 
£2.249.632, and the notes held amount to 
£4,800,000 odd, and the bullion to £61.000 
showing an expenditure of over £11.000,000 
which the banks and financial institutions 
have been providing for this country. The 
Government h<tve got no credit and the 
financial institutions ha >'e had 'to restrict 
traders, and the result has been unemploy­
ment. Unles'~ f::ome r1~striction is made, wo 
shall hec':'e the same thing occurring as 
occurred m 1893. when the banks went smash 
thro';lghout Australia, owing to the lack of 
cred1t. The banks forfeited their credit by 
the depositors calling on them, and, when 
the people of Queensland call on the Govern­
mel_It at an early date, they will forfeit 
then credit also. Notwithstanding that we 

[:Mr. Kerr. 

produce more boots in Queensland than ever 
to-day, there are numbers of people walk­
ing round bootless, and, notwithstanding 
that this is a glo1·ious country, there are 
hundreds and thousands of men going about 
looking for work. Business firms have to 
seck refuge in the court, because they have 
no option, as they have their stores packed 
up, and they are unable to realise on their 
stock. The Treasm·or has taken a great 
interest in this debate, and I might quote 
him some statistics from the " Induotrial 
(;azotto," to show him the position in Queens­
land in regard to unemployment. The 
figures arc most alarming. Taking each 1,000 
WfJrkcrs, we find the numbers of unemployed 
in each State in 1912 and 1920 were as 
fullows :-

1912. 
Queensland 46 
:\i.S.W. 50 
Victoria " 67 
South Australia 51 

1920. 
163 
69 
73 
51 

Increase. 
11.9 per cent. 
L9 per cont. 
.6 prr cent. 

Decrease. 
Tasmania 34 30 .4 per cent. 
West Australia 58 48 1 per cent. 
Owing to the unemployment, the Governm<'nt 
have to rpsort to dol<'s to keep men from 
starving. It is like giving meat to a dog. 
The only difference is that the dog is able 
to liYe on the meat that is given to it, but 
the communitv is not able to liYe on the 
doles given out by the Government to-day. 
ln 1914-1915 the Government paid out 
£4,869 in relief, while in the year 1920 the 
>mn amounted to £78,859. 

A GOVERN>IENT MEMBER: Y on would rather 
let the community starve. 

Mr. KERR: There is no possibility of 
anyone starving. It is because of the lack 
of credit that the Government have created, 
and the restriction of advances by the banks, 
that unemployment exists. That is the logi­
cal conclusion of the administration of this 
Government. The State butcheries alone 
cost £135 a week as a State undertaking. 
There is tco much State competition alto­
gether. The Government have been inter­
fering altogether too much with the general 
trade of t:he countrv. \Ve haYe been told 
that the whole wo~ld is looking towards 
Queensland. Unfortunately, that is so, and 
the way they sum up the situation is the 
Government's lack of credit. We have all 
read ,about the economy board of the Rail­
way Department. I am not going to refer 
to the large incubus that the Railway 
Department is to-day, but I will deal with 
that when speaking on the "no confidence" 
motion later on. When that motion comes 
on w0 shall be able to place more extensively 
before the people of Queen,,land the whole 
position regarding the present Government. 
vVe find that the Treasurer takes a delight 
in writing out little speeches and handing 
them to the papers, where they appear very 
nicely each day. We can gain knowledge 
only by reading. 

The TREAST'RER: 'Why do you make this 
savage attack on me 'I (Langhter.) 

Mr. KERR: You are the man who is 
responsible. We find that the appropriation 
of £12,170,{)12 was exceeded by £419,031, and 
the Treasurer, who ma.de a very definite 
sbtement on this matter, in his own depa,rt­
ment exceeded his estimate by £164,000. 

The TREASURER: Out of that you know W} 

paid £145.000 to--
Mr. KERR: I do not care what excuse 

you put up. The Treasurer will be able to 
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tell the poople of Queensland why he makes 
statements in the Press which he is not able 
~o substantiate. If I am making a mislead­
mg statement, then it is his duty to get up 
and refute it in this House. This House, 
unfortunately, has never been consulted in 
regard to the expenditure. The Government 
are carrying· on more or less like a school 
boy. In regard to expenditure, they get a 
blue pencil and say, "We will save £1,000 
here and £200 there, and have a few more 
things like the econom:;· board in the Rail­
way Department." They forget that the 
fundamental principle of finance has a basia 
-(laughter)-and that basis is interdependent 
on the policy of the Government. The policy 
of the Government has been at fault every­
where. It is very regrettable to note that 
the £12,500,000 revenue that this Govern­
ment were able to handle last year will not 
be received during the next few years. Al­
ready the revenue has dropped, but there has 
been no attempt, in any shape or form, to 
meet the altered position. This State has 
wonderful potentialitieo. Every visitor who 
has been here has noted it. His Excellency 
the Governor has commented on Queensland's 
vast potentialities; but it app<;ars that, 
though visitors and we, a, an Opposition, 
can see the position, the Government have 
failed utterly to do so. It has been apparent 
to everyone excepting to member·· of the 
Government that Queensland is gradually 
getting into a very deplorable position. \Ve 
have been governed by sociali,tic habito­
habits that have developed into second nature, 
and that nature has been cultivated. Its 
growth is abnormal to-day, and it is time 
that the expenditure was brought within 
reason. There is no legislation brought in 
to deal with the unemployed. Parliament 
should have been called together months ago 
to decide this qu<>stion of Mount Morgan. 
They did not have the courage to wipe out 
the Arbitration Court, as they say certain 
thmgs must be done by the Arbitration 
Court. Parliament should have been called 
together to discuss the whole business. I 
have many questions to ask in regard to the 
finances of this State. a.nd one of the mmt 
important will be. "\Vhat is happening to 
the £2,000,000 advanced b,- the Common­
wealth for soldiers' settlem.ents ?" That is 
another matter about which I give due 
warning, and I trLtst that the Government 
will be able to give an explanation that will 
satisfy the people of Queensland. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Rast Toowoomba): 
\Ye are meeting under somewhat unique con­
ditions this afternoon. I heard the Premier 
say that he would refuse to answer questions 
while there was a want of confidence motion 
on the business-sheet. and I was somewhat 
•m-prised that he shouJ.d follow that statJment 
by asking us to suspend the Standing Orders 
in order to get Supply. It is only right 
that the Governmont should have got rid of 
the want of confidence motion before asking 
for Supply. 

The PREMIER: I am quite willing to accept 
the challenge at any moment and bring it to 
an issue. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: The man in control 
of this House is the Premier himself. Tho 
challenge has been thrown down by the leader 
of the Opposition, and the Government is 
responsible for the present position. Do the 
Government consider they are giving honest 

value for honest work? They talk about the 
worker not earning his money, but let me 
ask the Government do they consider that by 
closing this House from December last ti.l 
August of this year they are earning their 
money, or that they are working . in . ~he 
interests of the country? We are JUsttfiecl 
before Supply is granted in calling attention 
to the grave position in which we find our· 
selves-a position brought about, not by the 
people, but by a majority of the men sitting 
behind. the Government. There is no member 
on this side of the House who is prepared 
to give a moment's consideration to the ques­
tion of continuing the present Government 
in office. As has been repeatedly stated thts 
afternoon by several speakers, they have lost 
the confidence of the electors. You have 1t 
on every hand; you have it in the unions. 
It is no use quarrelling about the Oppos1twn 
denouncing the Government at the present 
n10rr1ent; every union in Que-ensland is cry­
ing out for a change. The \Vorkers _are sa:r­
ing, " What is the use of supportmg th1s 
Government?" The Government have used 
up every fund it is possible to nut their hands 
on in Queensland; they have made arrange­
ments with the Commonwealth Government 
whereby they have got a further large sum 
of money which has enabled them to carry on 
under certain conditiono, but the day of 
repaying that money has got to come. Under 
these conditions it is lamentable that the 
Government, which pretends to believe in 
honest work, should have seen fit to continua 
Parliament in recess for probably a longer 
period than has ever been the_ case in Queens­
land politics. This year Parhament has been 
in rece's longer than during any period 
since it has been m:y"' privilege to be a 1nember 
of this House; that is since 1907. Here we 
are ·meeting in August-a thing that has 
never happened before. The financial posi­
tion is lamentable, but I am not going fully 
into the position of the Government at th1s 
time as I do not wish to anticipate the dis­
cussi~n on the motion notice of which has 
been given by the leader of th~ Opposition. 
It will do no good to grant th1s Supply to­
niiTht, as it will not relieve unemployment, 
and the granting of this Supply will not in 
any way improve the finances of the State. 
vVhat we want to know is, " How soon Wlll 
the Government be prepared to considc-r 
legislation which is going to make it possible 
for men to get employment?" Reference has 

be,en made to the Arbitration 
[8 p.m.] Court and the F.ewerage workers. 

I say that there is no need for 
an a.mendment of the Act. We have a juclge 
administering the Act, and he says, "If you 
men will insist on having this irccreascd wage, 
it means that less men will be employed. 
vVill YOU come to a decision amongst your­
selves"?" If the judge of the Arbitration 
Court has not the power to give a decision 
without submitting to the men's de'Ilands, 
it is time for an amendment of the Act. 
There was a quotation from " Knibbs" 
which appeared in the " Daily Standar<;!," 
the mouthpiece of the Labour party, whJCh 
shov'ed that at the time these statements 
wer~ made by the judge of the Arbitration 
Court they were claiming on " Knibbs's" 
fivure~ alo.ne that the cost of living had 
fallen not alone in Queensland, but also 
throughout the Commonwealth. That was 
something which the judge should have taken 
into consideration. It is necessary for the 
Government at the earliest moment so to 

Mr. T. R. Robm·ts.] 
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amend our law in connection with inden­
tureship that the boys of our State will have 
an opportunity to become useful and success­
ful artisans. 

OPPOSITION l\fEMBEHS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: There 

is no need to amend the Act to do that. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: It would stagger us 
if we could see the statistics showing the num­
ber of boys and young men under twenty-one 
years of ago in Queensland who to-day, 
unfortunately, through the Arbitration Court 
and our indu<trial conditions, have to depend 
on their parents for their support. There is 
no work offering for them, but they think 
too much of their position to register their 
names at the Labour Bureau. It would be 
a revelation if we -could sec the record of 
what this Governm-ent has done in the matter 
of unemployment of boys at the worst pos­
sible age. We ant to see that a boy is 
started and continued at suitable employ­
ment. Once, you send him from place to 
place to look for employment he gets into 
the position that he does not want work. 
This unemployment has been caused by the 
legislation which this Government is answer­
able for. If th'l majority sitting behind the 
Government arc going to be true to the 
•pledge which they gave to their constitu­
ents--

__ \. GovERNMENT l\fE~fBER: Have vou been 
true to your pledge? -

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I have never broken 
any pledge yet. I came into the House on 
certain conditions, and I have satisfied my 
constituents. There are many men on the 
Government sido to-night whose electors are 
waiting to show them that, independent of 
any question of pledge, they have so juggled 
with the work of government in Queensland 
that they are anxious to show them that there 
is no more time for them as Tepresentatives 
of the people of this State. 

The PREMIER: Have you not signed the 
Labour pledge? 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I have not signed 
the Labour pledge for election to this House. 
I h'we not yet seen the man or woman who 
ean put a question to me respecting my 
character in Queensland or the Common­
wealth that I cannot answer. 

The PREMIER: Did you not attend a Labour 
conference and sign the platform to stand as 
a Labour candidate, and then ran as an 
Opposition candidate? 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS': No. If I gave any 
attention to the matter to-night it would be 
only wasting time, but I am going to get in 
the reply to the question the hon. member 
h"s put. I tendered my resignation to the 
Workers' Political Organisation at Too­
woomba, and told them that, if they would 
find a man who would stand to the pledge 
as they required it, I would go on his plat­
form and help them. 

Question put and passed. 

CoMMITTEE. 
(Mr. Kinvan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

'l'he TREASURER : I move-
" That there be g-ranted to His Majesty, 

on account of the services for the vear 
1921-1922, a further Sl!lm not exceeding 
£2,650,000 towards defraying the expenses 
of the various departments and services 
of the State." 

[Mr. T. R. Roberts. 

That sum really provided for two months' 
Supply based on the expenditure of last 
year. The Government proposed to giVe an 
early opportunity of letting the public know 
exactly how they stood in regard to loan 
matters but he would postpone any announce­
ment u~on that matter until after the want 
of confidence motion was dealt with. He 
just desired, in passing, to reply to a few. of 
the criticisms offered, and also to outhne 
the revenue po,ition of the Government for 
last year. As hon. members knew, they 
finished up the year with a surplus of about 
£9 000. They really had a surplus of about 
£1S4,00", b11t they used the majoT portion '?f 
it towards liqui·dating part of the old defiCit 
of the present Opposition. As hon. members 
knew the Government floated a loan in the 
early' part of the year, which was over­
subscribed, showing that the people of the 
B'tato had every confidence in the Govern­
ment. (Opposition laughter.) The public 
responded whole-heartedly and voluntarily. 

Hon. W. H. I3ARNES: Are you in favour of 
compulsion? 

The TREASL.:RER: The question had been 
fr0~ly discussed as to w hi eh was the better 
method-the compulsm-y or the voluntarily 
method. The Government would be very 
loath- to resort to compulsion; it believed in 
the voluntary system, but it so happened that 
under the voluntary system the patriotic sub­
scriber was reallv the sufferer. He always 
subscribed while the shirker evaded his obli­
gations. The equity of compulsion was indis­
putable, but they would be very loath to 
adopt compulsion, and he had no doubt they 
would get the mon~y under the voluntary 
system. They hoped that the public would 
respond as they did to the previous loan, 
which was raised at a cost of 18s. 3d. per 
cent., the cheapest loan ever raised. Their 
loan expenses were heavy, but they were 
getting down, aftN superfluous items had 
been cut out, to a loan expenditure of about 
£2.000,000 a year. 

Hon. W. H. RmNES: What do you call 
"superfluous items''? 

The TREASURER: Unneces.Jary ones. 
Mr. T. R. RoBERTS: Have you spent the 

£3,000,000? 

The TREASURER: He presumed the hon. 
member referred to the' rather stupid state­
ment made bv an ex-Treasurer in the morn­
ing papers a 'day or so ago. He had refuted 
hL; argu1nents in a statcn1ent which would 
appf\ar the following day. They had to repay 
to the Bank of Englnnd by the end of n<:"xt 
Julv an amount of £1,000 000. and thev hAd 
falling due in ,January a little over £1 000.000 
in Treasury bills roprcF·'nting deficits of pa,t 
defeated Gm••·r 1mcnts followed bv the lorrdn 
of th•- Onposition and the r '<-leader of th~ 
Nationalist party. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Thcv did not raise taxation 
to abnorrna l limits ·and gel: retrospective 
r<ents and other things like that. 

The TREASURER: But for the want of 
confidence motion he would devote himself 
f•n· a while to the alleged arguments of the 
hon. membf'r, who last session did inte!e't 
them now and again, but who that nig-ht 
l•ed mado a speech than which he had 
listened to nothing- more futile. and which 
he would ea 11 a hurricane of anathema. 'I'hey 
had already arranged for over £~00_.000 of 
the Trcasurv billo and Wf're negotiating for 
the balance ~f £700,000. The Commonwealth 



[ll AUGUST.] Supp'y, 43 

Government had not yet intimated what they 
':'er.a prcpaT:--:d to allow in respect of repatriU­
t:on expenditure, but they exppcted to get 
a bout a·anarter of a million, An art from 
that, they required £3.000,000 during the 
financ1al :• ear to fulfil their obligations to 
th<? Bank of England and to carrv out what 
might be ccdled their ordinary 'loan pro­
gramme. He was quite sure that they would 
get it, and he would seek an early oppor­
tunity of going into the whole matter more 
extensively. 

The hon. m cm ber for Albert abused the 
Go·. crnment in a ,-ery unkind wav for refus­
ing money to local authorities. Of course to 
~1embers who cared to think it was patent 
that uniim1ted money was not available. Last 
: l'"r tlwc· spent ju;t under £700,000 on local 
auth?ritirs, ln1t this year they wanld not get 
1war._v that ,. •nonnt. Ho had referred t"e 
Lon. member for Alhert to a deputation he 
had intwduced n'garding. a bridge. The 
member for Albert, Mr. Appol, denied intro­
ducing any such deput-ation. Since then he 
had looked up the minutes of the deputation, 
and there was no doubt that t·he hon. member 
did introduce it, although he might have 
forgotten the fact. The leader of the Oppo­
··ition critieised them in respect to State 
stations. It would be idle to contend that 
their cattle stations were as valuable to-'day 
a' they were two or thl·ee or four years ago, 
but what had happened to the Government 
had happened to every individual who owned 
a station. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Not to the same extent. 

The TREASURER: No. Because the 
Government were bigger owners and better 
able to stand the burden. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Because of what you paid 
for them. 

The TREASURER: He did not think that 
could be substantiated, A few da'. s after 
or1e of their deals, an offer of £2h.OOO on 
their bargain 'vas made to them. That was 
iil rc•:p<Y~t to a f'ta tion fan1ous in the ann ab 
o.r the Huu"f'. l'~o priYatc con1pany C>mbark­
lng on an.v big enterprise t ould hol)e to rna.ke 
a profit fron1 the jun1p. Take a big concern 
li.ke the American meat company down the 
nvm. They alleged that thev had not made 
profits in any year. 'I'he Government had 
a very fine record. Take their Insurance 
Office or any sub-brancn, their Public Curator 
t-hPir bn11k business. ' 

Mr. VowLES: Take the fish business. 

The TREASURER: He wished the hon. 
member would. (Laughter.) The.v could n"t 
poss1bly expect to make a profit out of even­
enterprise. Sir J oseph Cook bad opposed 
the Commonwealth Bank, but he had be2n 
entrenched in power for the last four vears. 
and he dar'd not touch one tile of the 
building. All the members o£ the National 
party pilloried th9 Labour nartv when thev 
introduced the measure to establlsh the banlr. 
and 110 o c ''as 1norc S0Y~re than the nresnnt 
member for Bnlimba. The hon. member for 
Bulimba referred to the Savings Bank, and in 
a rathe~· tortuous way, after beating e.round 
the subJect a good deal, left the impression 
that they had no loan monevs at all because 
the withdrawals exc0eded the depdsits. Of 
c-ourse that proved nothing, because tlw with­
drawals would have exceeded the deposits if 
they had had the bank as a Que,lsland bank. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: As far as loans to 
local authorities aro concerned. I told you 
you are " broke,:' and it is pre'tty certain. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member for 
Bulim ba ahvaT; adopted that cheerful, op­
timistic note. They were not ''broke." He 
had also dealt "ith workers' dwellings. They 
were making o,vailable this financial year 
£500,000 for workers' dwellings and advances 
to settlers. They had received from the 
Commonwealth Bank their proportion of the 
Clxccss of deposits over \vithdrav~ als, \vhich 
was £150,000. Or; every hand th~e deal had 
l:;een an excelhnt 11w for them, 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: A very good one 
fo.e immediate needs. 

The TREASURER : It would not be much 
n:5·J arguing 1,-;ii."h an hon. n1ember who de­
hbcratelv end.·cvoured to lead the House to 
believe 'that the 'Works Department spent 
last month c'ight times the amount it spent 
during- the same month last year. 

Hon. W. H. BARJ><ES : I quoted from the 
" Telegraph." 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
slJOuld not put the·'·'" stupid mistakes on to 
th, Press; he shoul-d endeavour to Hnd the 
correct figure<. Last month they had spent 
£15,440, and in the previous ,July £15,967. 
The hon, nP'Ilher endeavoured to delude 
this House into tht' belief-purely through 
political maliee-that they had ;,pent over 
£80.000. Ther0 was no endeavour on his 
pare to give t,he Government a fair deal; 
there was no seeking after truth: it was 
merely seeking to make political capitaL 
'There had been a good deal of talk about 
vHernplovment ddlation, and the like, The 
Col;ntry ~ part~ and the Nationalists here 
were different to those in the South. In 
South Australia the Nationalist Prem'ier 
(Mr. Barwell) openly said he was going w 
retrench ; he could not find employment, 
and did not fH0]10Se to put himself out, to 
find it. He (the Treasurer) chose to behe_ve 
that that was the policy of both partws 
cyopositc. In South Australia and . Victoria 
the C::onntr:r l''cDt:: were fightmg the 
Nationalist party. In the Commonwealth 
l';:,rliament t,h': had given notiee to Mr. 
Hngh, to come back to .'l.mtralia. In this 
Hc-u'c. app ·rently, the Country party were 
fric-~>cllv with the Nationalist party for the 
time l>eing 

Mr. FRY: Do ycu want to cause a split? 
x ou are not clever enough for that. (Loud 
laughter.) 

The TREASl:'RER: He would like to see 
more honest and constructiYe critic:sm; ht~ 
•. ·ould like some suggestion made regarding 
a solution of the unemployed pl'Oblcm. Did 
bon, member;; op];osite suggcot they should 

'sack more met1? At the present time they 
had certain :noneys to pay for ularies and 
cC'rtain (',nnmitments in regard to material. 
The amount of ea" h at their disposal was 
lirr.itcd. Ho ro as not one of those, who was 
prepared to '<1Y that, when they could not 
find tlw money, they should bleed the public 
to feed the public service. Men could not 
be employed where there was not work 
for them to do. There had been no retrench­
ment. The first specific attempt at retrench­
ment was undertaken in cold blood at a 
meeting at which the hon. member for Too­
wong ''as chairman, when they decided to 
send home a deleg~tion, con,isting of Philp, 
Cowley, and \Valsh, to stop loan moneys 
coining hero. 

M'·· l\1AXWELL: You know that is a false­
Lead. 

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.] 
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The TREASURER: The hon. member 
knew better 1h.an he did that it was correct. 
J. D. Bell .end G. S. Murphy moved and 
s<e·conded the motion. 

Mr. l'vfAXWELL: You have to find a man 
who is dead to &econd the motion. 

Mr. VowLES: You have not said how 
much you paid for that information. 

The TREASURER: Unpurchasable. 
(Layghter.) Those matters which were agi­
tatmg the hon. member's mind had been 
discussed during the last fortmght here. 
when he had been endeavourin<' to buv some 
ol their members-endeavouring to buy oome 
members of the Labour party. (Loud 
laughter.) He knew what ho was talkino­
about. They were merely asking for tw~ 
monthc! Supply, based on the expenditure of 
the last twelve months. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The remarks of the Trea­
surer had been most unbusiness-like. He 
had had hot criticism, with facts supported 
by the reports of the Auditor-General· 
ycl he had simply skimmed them over. H~ 
(Mr. Vowles) had pointed out that the 
balan9e-sheet showe-d a profit of £25.000 on 
a cap1tal of £1.300,000, which was bad busi­
r.ess. He had pointed out that the Auditor­
Ge-neral showed that it s.hould have been a 
debit balance of at !oast £25,000, instead of 
a credit balance-that the balance was ob­
!ained by inflating values of stock. and bring­
Ing about what was commonly known as a 
bogus balance. 

The PREMIER: Why did you not discuss it 
la s~ year? 

Mr. VOWLES: Their criticism of State 
e~>terprises a_nd otJ-.er important departments 
had been stilled by an organised stonewall 
on the pm·t of the Government. The Trea­
sure! took great credit to himself that ho was 
able to have a loan subscribed in Queens­
land. If the Government was not patriotic 
to Queensland, the people wore. The public 
gave thorn an opportunity which they did 
noL ·deserve. For the sake of the credit of 
the State, they stood behind the Govern­
rEent. He took 1t the Treasurer intended 
tha;. if they could I)Ot got the proposed 
fnrcher loa_n voluntar!ly, they \vould g-et it 
by compulsiOn. The Treasurer also told th0m 
there were certain moneys falling due; that 
re had £400,009 arranged, and was very hope­
ful of arrang1ng the balance. There was 
also that my·,terious £1,000.000 loan. which 
was due at any time, but they could never 
get any particulars about. 
. The PRE:>IIER: It is not due any time. It 
IS due on a definite date. 

The TREASC'RER: At the end of next June. 
Mr. VOWLES: That was another million 

they had to Jind. Why did not the hon. 
gentleman pomt out-as would be found at 
page 21 of the last Auditor-General's report 
-that the loans maturing in 1922 wcre­
£600,000 at 4 per cent., £524,750 at 3~ per 
cent., £429,000 at 4! per cent .. and £1.275.000 
at 5k per cont.-making a total, in a.ddition 
to thooe the Treflsurer had mentioned. of 
£2,828,900? Why did he not tell the public 
about 1t? 

The PREMIER: It is .a pity you do not 
know more about it. 

Mr. VOWLES : It was a pity thev did not 
take the public into their confidon~~ and be 
honest about those matters. The Treasurer 
had told thorn about certain loans that were 
fallmg due, but ho did not tell them about 
the whole of them or how he proposed to 

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly. 

renew them or carry on. All he hoped for 
was to have more money to squander. They 

were asked to pass a sum of 
[8.30 p.m.] £2,650,000 in one day, and the 

Standiog Orders were to be sus­
pended, in order that it might be jockeyed 
through and that little information and 
criticism could be levelled at the Govern­
ment over the matter. The Treasurer said 
that, because there was a want of confidence 
motion on the business-sheet. the time was 
not opportune to take hon.' members into 
his co~fidcncc and let th<>m know the various 
balances. Hon. memhcrs did not know what 
monc:;T was a v1.ilablc to spend. They were 
dealing with the revenue of the State. and 
lhc Government >hould bo ctraig-htforward 
and hon0st a bout it. in,tead of dealing with 
the matter in a slipshod m·mn<"r. If the 
directors of a company came before the 
shareholders with the balance-sheet in the 
way in they were dealing with figures here, 
they would get the order of tho boot ver:­
quickly. The Government ·. <'re the most 
t<nbusiness-like people imaginable. ·rhe Go­
vernment refused to give reasonable answers 
to honest questions, and held back informa­
tion that should have been given. He stressed 
the fact that the TreasurN would take the 
opportunity of first of all letting them know 
what the balances were in the various funds. 
in order th<Lt they might know if they had 
the money to pay out. 

The PREM1ER: He took it that the hon. 
member for Dalby had anticipated one of his 
indirtmt•nts. He was now ende:tvouring to 
sidetrack, for so1ne mysterious reason. one of 
the long string- of indictments of which he 
had giyon notice. 

Mr. VoWLES: Th •,t is not fair. 

The PREMIER: \Vhe~t was the reason for 
the hon. gentlcrnan's altered pooition? He 
gave notice on the first opportunity after the 
assembling of Parlianwnt of his intention to 
chall0nge the position of the Government, 
and now he was lending- himself to tactics 
which had boon a iopted to sidetrack that 
motion. The Govt'rnment had been per­
froth· wiliing, from the time that it knew 
the intention of the leader of the Opposition, 
to accert the challenge and allow it to g-o to 
an i~sue. As a n1.attrr of fact, so certain were 
the Gowmm0nt of their position that they 
could siclotrack the motion. or. if need be, 
"rrag '' the motion and get it out of the way. 
They were perfectly willing to allow the 
leader of the Opposition's motion to take 
precedence over <'vervthing else until it was 
finallv dedded. The' hon. member had lent 
himself to all kinds of tactics to g-et the 
motion pootponod. Notice was given on 
Tuesday, and yet it had not been reached on· 
Thum:lay. 

::Wr. VOWLES: I do not conduct the busi­
ness of this Assembly. You do. 

The PREMIER: It was evident that the 
leader of the Opposition did not conduct the 
business of his party. There was no unity 
of action in the Opposition; but, instead, 
they ha·d a series of wild and rambling state­
ments, none of which contained anything that 
could be dignified by the term of criticism. 
Did the hon. member real!v mean serious 
business by his wunt of con.fidence motion? 
He was willing- to allow the motion to be 
decided to-night or as early as the hon. 
gentleman wished it to be decided. 

Mr. VowLES: If you are willing to stay 
all night, you can. 
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The PREMIER: He was willing to have 
the matter decided; and if the hon. gentle­
man thong·ht he was in a position to challenge 
the Government. let them have a decision 
upon it. The hon. gentleman had taken 
advantage of the motion to get Suppl:, to 
forestall his own motion, and to bring up 
<:harges which formed part of his formidable 
indictment. He had mentioned the question 
of the matnring loans. If that was the 
strength of the charge which H1e hon. gentle­
n1an was going tD make against the Govern­
ment, -he was sorry for the case thrct would 
be made out. The hon. gentleman had said 
that the Treasurer made some reference to 
the Treasury bills falling due in January, 
and ae.ked what provision wao being made to 
meet them. The Treasurer had stated that 
£2,800.000 was the total amount of indebted­
ness falling due for redemption in 1922. The 
le<!der of the Opposition said that the Govern· 
ment had apparently failed to make any 
provision for it and were apparently on the 
brink of ruin, and that the public had been 
misled and deceived and kept in ignorance. 
The fact was that the information was avail­
able. and should have been in the possession 
of the hen. me1uber if he had carefu11•· 
folloYrod Govcrn!'nent hnsines~ ,,.jth regard to 
loan and finance. esp,•ciall~- the indebtedness 
of the State and the due dat0 of loans and 
whHt provision had been made in rPgard to 
them. I-Ie could g-et the information from 
t,he do('nmrnts in his nos,.:;essiDn. Maturing 
loans in 1922 were Treasury bills issufcd 
un.lrr the Act of 1911 for £600.000, and 
under the "a' w Act a further parcel of 
£524,000; under the Loan Act of 1914, 
£429,000. and another amount of £1,275.000 
under the same Act-making a. total of 
£2.82R roo. The two former parcels-the 
Troasury hi1J,, -\Yere r(\.lllv renewals made in 
thco vea;· 1911 of an indebtedncoss incurred in 
tiro time of the Philp Administration. The 
Trea>ury bills were issued to liquidate a 
{]eocit. It was no obligation, liability, or 
responsibility of t-he Government except that 
-they had to make provision because they 
were falling due in 1922. 

Mr. KERR: We will have to do that with 
your ddici ts. 

The PREMIER: He did not think thev 
would, because, as the lo<1ns thev had floated 
would JCot mature for thirty year's, they wouJ,d 
not ):e there when t·hey fell due. (LauiJ:hter.) 
With regard to the Treasury bi!ls fallinil: 
due in January, the Treasurer had made 
provi·ion for £400,000 of these bills; and 
with reg·ard to the balance, negotiations were 
nmY pror• eding. The £429 000 under the 
1914 ,~.et WPrc securitiPs held as deposits 
from the Life Acsurance Associations, and the 
Act itself provided for their renewal in 1922. 

Mr. Vo\\LEB: At 4~ per cent.? 

The PRR'IfiER: At "·hate,-er rate the 
Governmcnt decided upon. The option restPd 
with tore Government, and they would make 
a fair arrangement. · 

I\lr. VoWLES: You will make it 1 per cent. 

The PREMIER: I\o. the Government 
\Votdd nH1kc a fnir arrang-omcnt. Tbe hon. 
a·entleman wonld likP to si.dctrack the~ rnatter. 
The sum of £1,275 000 loaned bv the Co:n­
n1onwealth GoY('rnmcnt 'vould fall duo in 
1922. hut under· an atrangemont a reasonablP 
p·dension would be made. Full provision had 
be-en made for mc>•'ting the indebtedness of 
the GoYernnwnt. The Gov<'rnment had not 
:been lacking in its responsibility in regard 

to maturing loans for which pre, ious 
Govornrnents , .. ,-ere wholly responsible and 
which would fall due in 1924. If the hon. 
gentlGlnan's attempt to put the Government 
o_ut of office n.-.3ted on surh flimsy grounds as 
ne statement he made that night. then he 

would appnr very foolish indeed. The leader 
oZ tho Oppo~ition a,,ked a qupstion with 
regard to maturing loans; but as a matter 
of fact both the Treasurer and himself (the 
Premier) made statements during last session 
showing how the loans W<Wc held. what they 
repre,entcd, and when thov would mature. 
AIJ that information should. be in the band3 
of en~ry rnf~mber, ar:d no men1ber had a 
right to criticise the Government finances 
unless he had that information in his posses­
sion first. 

Mr. VOWLES: I had th€ information, but 
I wanted to know how you were going to 
provide for the maturing loans. 

ThP PREMIER: In regard to the parcel 
of £500 000 of life insuracce -clepmit''. the 
Act made proYision for the renewal of that 
money. 

Mr. VOWLES: What about the Treasury 
bil!s? 

The PREMIER: Both the Treasurer and 
hirn,Pif harl pointed out previously that the 
£<',QJ,OOO of T'reasury bills held by the Sav­
ings Bank were taken over b.v tJ-..e C"mrron­
wealth, which would make provision for them. 
The hon. gentleman inferred that the Govern­
ment locked abilit.1' to deal with these things, 
but full provision hDd been made by the 
Government to meet all maturing loans. Tbe 
hon. member for Bulimba was offended with 
the way the Government made provision for 
a proper recognition of the Sa vinf\'s Balik 
ftnd an extorsion of the liabilities that wer0 
resting on the Oueen3land Government in 
connection with Ravings Bank deposib; but 
whc·n the Go,·ernmPnt came into office they 
shouldered the liabilities of previous Govern­
ments, and the~~ nu1do proyision for meeting 
them. although they wme always being 
attac!ced by the Onpositinn for doing so. 
TlwrP wPre en-er £7.000 000 of Government 
S 1Tina~ Bank fn~Hls ~ llY\'~ted in GovernmP t 
securities. end tbr·v h.1d made provi,ion for 
e>:tencling their co.m·ereion and th~ liability 
under the Sasinge Bank AgrBcment Act. a.~d 
in eo>ne rases the liabilih wae extended to 
fifh·-fivc vear". The Go;·prnmcnt had not 
bc0n larking- in it-, clutv in T('g"nrd to matur­
in~· loan oblig-atioT·s. Thev had been looking 
a hr·ad. ~nd. altloouo:h they had n•rv gre"tt 
difficulties to contend with. thcv harl >11anagcd 
their fin-1.nri rd aff~drs 1'ati,~fR ('tor;lv-1nnrh 
n:ore satisfartnril:v than previous r\dmiui<:;tra­
tiom wPrc able to do. 

Ilo;;. \Y. H. TIARXEfl: Th" Prc·11icr tried 
t) 1,1ak0 thP1n bellf'YP that t.hP fi-ov0rnm0nt 
h c1 (1,-me thin;:--c,; wh;rh 1 0 pr01,Tious novern­
mc·~~t-; harl Rth'rnn!-,ij to d0. b11t tbe Go\·C'rn­
mnlt stood conr1r-tr>r1 l-lv {hP qHotatlons 

;. npt trjnQ' on pn.Q"f' 21 of th~ Aur1i+orJ':;rncral's 
rc•nor+. ThP nroYi:·ion.;;; tn ,vhirh th.co Prrmirr 
l-oad dra,¥m the attt'ntion of the leader of the 
Oppo~ition \Yero provisions th8t 1vere n1ade 
b! thP C:ov('rnn10·:t of which he (1\fr. nnrn0s) 
w~~ the Trca~lJrer. (l-Iear. henr!) ThP- Pre­
rniar Wllnt"d to takfl rr0rlit to hinlsP.lf f0r 
th~J wh0lE' bnc.inp.c.s. Th-8 f::~rt rE'mainPcl that 
t!JP Pre"llior dPliberatclv lwld back informa­
tion whiclo ono:ht t.n he o:iwn to t.he Com­
mitte0. Hn .r1;<1 not toll the Co,.nn1ittee a bont 
tl'o .P1~ ()().~ oon f,,Jljp![ dn., in 1924. •nrl the 
£12,000,000 falling due in 1925. The hon. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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~cnUmnan dHl Lot 1nention that the GoYCr:l­
l;ent was " stmJy broke." He (Mr. Barnes) 
was a n1ember of the Coorparoo Shire Coun­
ciL and he knov· that v.hen they askPd th·: 
(i-oycrninent for ll10lle~;.' they wore referred to 
the Commonwealth Bank, and that bank alw 
tnrned them down. Th~ '<tn1o thillg· hap· 
pen-: d with applications frolll the Sto11ht·" ·l 
Shire and the B::tlmoral Shl!'e. They knew 
that the amount to be lent to lot·al autholl­
tieR \Vas srnallcr than last year. The Goyen_l­
ment had le,,s money to lend, although thell' 
tlirect taxation was threr~ and a-quarter t1mcs 
g-reater than under the previous Government. 
lb \Vas acts of repudiation by the Govern­
ment that brought about the lack of conf1-
d<·nce in the Stat8. The Government had to 
r-E :'!Jisc that the Briti ,,h investor had got to 
] 1r cun.,u't:·d in rrgaru to the,e things. '\Vas 
it poo•-ible to raise in Queensland or m 
Australia the millions of loan money that 
>Yerc m~turing? He diu not think it was. 
Sc,mc nH'ntbcrs 111ight speak of c~nfis<.,abon, 
but he diu not believe in confrscahon. That 
w<c., v:hat they haLl to do, and they had a 
right to do it. 

The PRniiER: You would sell our birth­
right. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man talked about their birthright. That 
'""' onr- of the things he cndcavou:·cd ~o 
sidetrack when he came back, and hrs mrs­
sion spelt failure, not due to the fact that 
MPssrs. Philp and others went to the old 
country but due to the fact that the Goyern­
mcnt h~d failed to goYern along right lines. 
The C'onntry \Yas right up against. it, and 
the Govcrnn1cnt would never rotnevo the 
position unless the:c did the honourable and 
tte right thing. If any member of the Cham­
ber, or any gentleman outside, wanted to get 
financial ass1stunre, what \Vas the position·? 
Two me·1 with Pqual assets, but one a man 
of character and the other a slippery fellow; 
who '";a~ going to get the- advance? \Vhy 
the man who had a good character, because 
chara"tcr counted to-day. The simile was 
that the Government had lost their character. 
If there was a GoYcrnmcnt in Australia 
to day that had dragged the country into the 
mir(· it wa' the GovPrnrnent compc 'cd of 
hon.' gentlemen now sittin~ on the Govern· 
mcnt bc:1ches. They werP the mws who had 
contribub)d to the· present position. Talk 
about unemployment ! 

A GovERN1IEKT ME)IBER: Rotten fish. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\IES: It was jolly rotten 
for the poor fellows outside who had been 
led on by hon. members oppoc;ite, and now 
found themsPlves dranded with nothing to 
do. Surely the Opposition had a right to 
debate those matters which concerned the 
interests of Queensland ! It was not ·a bit of 
use hon. members trying to sidetrack those 
matters as if they di·d not count. They did 
count, and they had to do with the very 
iife of any Government. 

'l'he TREASURER: He would like to give 
the Committee :::nmo information rPg-arding 
the loan monev that woul-d be available for 
local authorit irs. As hon. members knew, 
the year before the present Government came 
jnto vowcr. the Government of the day vvas 
in th" habit of ependi ng over £3,000,000 per 
::nnum. and £?i 000.000 then would be about 
equivalent to £6.000,COO to-day. The present 
Government could only spend £2,000,000. 
Th"t was all the money they were getting, 

[H!Jn. TV. H. Barnes. 

and each local authority would get its fair 
proportion; but obviously the proportion 
could not be greater than it was. On the 
other hand, under the arrangmncnt n1ade 
with the Commonwealth Bank. they would 
have available for trust funds 70 per cent. of 
the excc's deposits over withdrawals. 

Mr. FRY: What is that likely to be? 

'l'he TRE},SURER: He was not a clair­
voyant, but within the last few months they 
had received £150,000. But they not only 
(;'ot that 70 per cent. to use as trust fun-ds 
for workers' dVI ellings, advances to settlers, 
and :-o on, but they had promioed to them 
from the governor of the bank the balance 
of 30 per cont.-making the full 100 per cent. 
-to be advanced to local authorities. 
Alnady they had succeeded in getting loans 
for Townsvillo, Brisbane, anll Toowoomba, 
and half a dozen other local authorities. 
The hon. member for Albert denied point­
blank that he had come to him (_Mr. Fihelly) 
about a bridge until he produced the corre­
spondence. His trouble with the hon. mem­
ber for Bulimba was that invariablv the 
deputations the lwn. member brought 'along 
1ni Teprc..-3ented the case; invariably their 
estimates were much under the actual cost, 
and, as a result, they ha-d bridg-e·- half way 
<1cross the streams in the hon. member's dec­
torate. He could assure the Committee that 
there would b:- well over £500,000 available 
from all Bources this year for local authority 
works. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com­
mittee had come to certain resolutions; and 
the rc-olutions were agreed to. 

WAYS AND 1\'IEANS. 

VoTE ON AccouNT-£2,650,000. 

(Jfr. Ilirwan, Bri1bane, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER moved-
" (u) That. towards making good the 

suppl:· g-ranted to His Majesty on 
acc.mnt. for the service of the year 
1921-19Z2, a further sum not <'xr-,eding 
£1.600,000 be C'ranted out of the Comoli­
datcd Revon,';'>' Fund of ('ueensland, 
exclusive of the monevs standirr- tcJ tho 
credit of the Loan Ft{nd Account. 

"(b) That a further sum not exceed­
ing £650,0~0 be granted from the Trust 
and Special Funds. 

"(c) That a further sum not exceed­
ing £400,000 be granted from the moneys 
standing to the cred1 t of the Loan Fund 
Account." 

Question put and passed. 

[9 p.m.] 

The House rPsumed. The CHAIR~IAN re­
ported that the Committee had come to 
certain resolutions; and the rec;olntions were 
agreed to. 

APPROPRIATIO~ BILL, No. 1. 

ALL STAGES. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions, was 
passed through all its stag-os without discus­
sion or amendment, and ordered to be trans­
mitted to the Legislative Council for their 
concurrence by me--sage in the usual form. 
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JOIT\T COMMITTEES. 
MEsS.IGF. FRO'r Coc.:-;crL-ArPOINTMEXT OF 

MEJ!BERS. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

the following me"'age from the Legislative 
Council:-

" Mr. Speaker,-
" The l,egielative Council having come 

to the following resolutions, viz.:-
(1.) That the President, Mr. Le:thy, 

an·d Mr. T. L. J ones be appoir,ted mem­
bers of the Joint Committ•:r for the 

'ill management of the Parliamentary 
Librarv · 

(2.) That the President, Mr. Skirving, 
and Mr. Davcy be appointed members 
of the Joint Committee for the manage­
ment of the Parliamentary Refresh­
ment Hooms; 

(3.) That the President, Mr. Perel, 
ard Mr. Fowlcs be appointed members 
of the Joint Committee for the manage­
ment and superintendence of the 
Parliamentary Buildin~s; 

beg now to intimate the same to the 
Legislative Assembly, and to request that 
they will be pleased to nominate a iike 
number of members frorr, their body, 
with a view to give eff•·ct to the 8th 
Joint Standing Order. 

" To::'tr KEVITT, 
"Presi·ding Chairman. 

" Legislative Council Chamber, 
" Brisbane, 11th August, 1921." 

On thn motion of the PREMIER, it was 
formally resolved that the following message 
be returned to the Legislative Council:-

" :Mr. President,-
" In answer to the Legislative Coun­

cil's message, dated 11th August, 1921, 
notifying the .appointment of certain 
members to sen·o on Joint Committees 
to be appointed under Standing Orders 
of the two House', the Legislative 
Assembly beg bJ intimcb that they have 
appointed Mr. Speaker, l\11'. Dunstan, 
and Mr. Elphinstone to he members of 
the Joint Librarv Committee; Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Cors~r, and Mr. Kirwan 
to be members of the Joint Committee for 
the management of the Refre<.hmcnt­
rooms; and Mr. Speaker, Mr. Petrie, 
and Mr. Pavnc to be members of the 
Joint Comm-ittee for the management 
and superintendence of the Parliamentary 
Buildings. 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
" Brisbane, 11th August, 1921." 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move-
" That the Standing Orders Committee 

for the present session consist of the 
following members :-JI.Ir. Speaker, the 
Chairman of Committees, Mr. King, Mr. 
Swaync, Mr. Vowles, Mr. Gilday, Mr. 
Moorc, Mr. F. A. Cooper, and the mover, 
with leave to sit during any adjournment 
of the Reuse, and authority to confer 
upon subjects of mutual concernment 
with any Committee appointed for simi­
lar purposes by the Legislative Council." 

Mr. FRY: I called "Not formal" to this 
motion, with the object of pointing out to 
the Government that the National party has 

no representation on this Committee; and 
I think that a body of men representing 
probably half the population of Queensland 
should not be ignored. 

Mr. CoLLINS: What ! Half the population? 
Mr. FRY: The latest ftgures show that it 

represe,;ts nearly three-quarters of the popu­
lation. I hope that this matter will he 
attended to, and that .a member of tho 
I\ational party will be put on the Committee. 
I suggest that the name of l\lr. King, the 
hon. member for Logan, be added to the 
Committee. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I take it that the 
omis~ion possi!Jly is an oversight on the part 
of t·he Government. The Standing Orders 
ha v ' to do with matters that concern all 
members of the House. 

The PREMIER: There was not the slight­
est intention of discourtesy, and the omi."ion 
was merely an oversight, as the names are 
the same as in last year's committee. I have 
no objection to omitting the name of my 
colleague, Mr. Lhrcombe, and inserting that 
of Mr. King. 

"an~~~~~n~n~y p;~saed~' amended accordingly, 

PRINTING COMMITTEE. 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The PHEMIER moved-
" 1. That, in compliance with Standing 

Order No. 29-8, a Select . Committee be 
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in all 
matters whic·h relate to the printing to 
be executed by order of the House, and 
for the purpo'e of selecting and arrang­
ing for printing returns and papers 
presented in pursuance of motions mad'e 
by members. 

"2. That such committee consist of 
the following members :-Mr. Speaker, 
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Barber, 
Nlr. Dunstan, Mr. Winstanley, Mr. T. R. 
Roberts, Mr. Brennan, Mr. Swayne, and 
the mover." 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: " Not formal" was 
ea !Icrl to this motion this afternoon for the 
purpose of reminding hon. members that last 
year reference was made to the fact that we 
had not had a meeting of the committee, 
and that it was thought that it should be 
called together more frequently. I hope that 
will be done. 

Question put and passed. 

WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTIOX 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), who was received 

with Opposition cheers, said: In moving the 
motion which appears in my name on the 
busincos-sheet, I feel sure that the people of 
Queensland arc looking forward to an oppor­
tunity for the Oppo·,ition to prNcnt an indict­
ment against the Government in respect of 
their sins of both omission and commission, 
and calling upon members now sitting 
behind the Government, more particularly 
those who represent country int11rests in 
Queensland, to decide whether they are going 
to continue them and their mischiefs in the 
future. I shall show at a later stage that 
the history of this Government has been 
one of retrogression and of failure-a record 
of broken promiseH macle to the el0dors at 
election time. .The Government appealed, in 
the first instance, not to the brains of the 
people but to their stomachs. They told 

Mr. V mol,~s.] 
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them that. if they were put into power, they 
would be the means of •olving the problem of 
the hig~h cof;t of living. It is unnecessary for 
me to tell the people of Queensland how far 
the Government have succeode-d. One has 
only to look up our statistics to find t-hat 
Quecmland has risen from one of the cheap­
est living States in 1914 to one of the dearest 
to-day. notwithstanding the fact that the 
Government, embarked upon ventures which 
were supposed to be the solution of t·hose 
trouhl<'s e.oncciallv the elaborate ft-,h shops. 
the m~.;t el;ons. and the stations. With all 
that material in their hands, they have 
signally failed. and we have arrived at t~at 
critical stage where n 1s necebrrry to we1gh 
their action and to decide whether they 
are fitted to continue to carry on the govern­
ment of the country. 

The motion stnnding in my name begins-
" That the Government does not possess 

the confidence of this House or of the 
electors of Queensland by reason of their 
incapacity in the conduct of public busi­
ness, both legislative and administra­
tive"--

I noticed that. when I brought this matter 
for" ard on Tuesday last, it was received" 
with the usual jeers with whieh any import­
ant motion emanating· from this side of the 
House is always greeted by certain Govern­
ment members. I noticed particularly the 
rauc.)us voice of the hon. member for Too­
woomba, and it brought to my mind the 
quotation that the blatant voice always 
bespeaks the vacant mind. 

Mr. vVrNSTANLEY: That quotation is not 
correct. 

~fr. VOWLES: It may not be quite 
correct, neverthelee' the fact remains that 
the practice of tre<tting· important business 
with jeers shows the class of representatives 
we have-men who are not alive to their 
responsibilities. and the reason why we have 
fallen intD bad wa:vs must be that they have 
no interest in their parliwmentary business 
except their parliamentary s<tlary. '\Ve have 
boon tol-d by no less a person than the 
Premier that "finance is the test of govern­
ment." It is on its finance that I want to 
d''"l now with this Government. The Trea­
surer told us that they finished the financial 
year with a surplus of just under £10,000, 
and it will be found in the Governor's 
Speech-

" It is gratifying to note that the l<tte 
fmancial year closed with a surplus of 
revenue o'ver expenditure after £145,000 
ha-d beBn applied tc the reduction of 
previous deficits." 

On another occasion this afternoon I pointed 
out that, the first time we received a Finan­
cial Sht<>ment from the Government, we 
were misled by being told that there was a 
credit balance of £30,000; whereas we found 
subsequently, from the criticism of the Audi­
tor-General, that it should have been a debit 
balance of £100,000, because the Government 
had deliberately held over till July payments 
that should have been made by 30th June. 
Hon. members seem to forget what the Audi­
tor-General stated in his report two years 
ago. Here is a Government telling us that 
they are paying back £145,000 of accumulated 
deficits-their own deficits for which no 
provision had been made. 

The PREMIER : We made provision 
previously. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. VOWLES: They made no provision. 
They levied the money, and misnpplied it. 
On page 2 of ,olume 1 of the 1919-20 Par­
liamentary Papers the Auditor-General deals 
\Yith t.he alleged deficit of £171,888, which 
he says should have been a deficit of £485,495. 
He shows there ~hat, had the Financial 
Statement been submitted to the public in a 
proper way-had the moneys which had been 
sr-ecifically raisBd ±or definite purposes been 
applied to the purposes for which they w?re 
raised-instead of the Government havmg 
a deficit of •mly £171,000, they would have 
had a ,cJeficit of £485,000. It is to pay o~ 
somo of that money, which was actually 
received by the Treasurer and misapplied, 
that thAy take cndit now that they are 
charging themselves with £145.000 on last 
:;ear's tram,>'lctions. The Auditor-General 
sa vs-

" " On the 20th August, 1918, when the 

Hn 

hon. the Treasul'er submitted to Parlia· 
ment his Fiwmcial Statement dealing 
with the finances of the State for the 
year 1918-19, he stated, inter alia-

Summaris~d, the anticipated results 
are-

Total revenue on account 
1918-19 ... £9,118,663 

Total expenditure on ac-
count 1918-19 9,111,281 

Surplus £7,382" 
says further-

" Nothing has been included in the 
above estimate for the antimpated re­
ceipts under the retrospective clauses of 
the new taxation Bills." 

,ye in this House were asked to consent to 
re trospoctive taxation for the, specific pur­
pooe of raising a portion of the sum of 
£450,000 for which 110 provision had been 
made, and we consented to that legislatio11 
!J,,ing introduc<>d, "ml to these retrospective 
taxeo being imposed, in order that we might 
clean up our balances. The Auditor-General 
83,ys, further. tha b the amount actually re­
c~ived was £313.507. which was made up of 
in.rome tax £193,564 and land tax £119,943. 
H•3 goes on to say that-

" It was not applied towards the reduc· 
tion of !.he previous year's deficit. but 
was merged in~o the receipts of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the past 
year. Had these collections been applie-d 
in the manner indicated by the Treasurer, 
the deficit on iast vear's transe.ctions 
would have amounted> to £48.5,495." 

The PREMTER : Let us hear the want of 
confidence motion. 

J\!r. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman IS 

getting things he does not like. As I said 
on a previous occaswn, if these things hap· 
per:cd in ordinary h1 iness, a man would be 
asked to accou:1t for them in a different 
maroner to that in which parliamentarians 
al"3 asked. 

l\1r. HARTLEY: You have a very facile 
in~agination. 

Mr. VOIVLES: A man who was a director 
of a company 1muld !ippear in the dock if he 
presented a l:ia!ance-sheet like that. There is 
nothing facile about that. It seems to me 
Governments ~-"n r•roduce with impunity 
balance-sheets wh1eh are not correct. When 
the P1·emier was speaking on a previous occa­
sion, he suggestncl lo the House that I was 
trying to sidetrack this want of confidence 
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motion. The hon. gentleman consuited me 
as to what the procedure was going to be in 
this matter. 

The PRE)IIER: I ,,skcd you did you want 
it taken straightaway. 

Mr. VOWLES: I said, "The business of 
this House is in your hands. I am not 
rm:ning the '"how'; you are." I told you 
that, whether your Government was kicked 
cu" or not Lhe public services must be pro­
vided for, and we on this side were prepared 
to put through a Supply Bill. That is what 
thn hon. gentlem:1n calls trying to dodge 
this want of confidm1ce motion. Let me 
tell the hon. gentleman there is going to be 
no eva,ion. This motion is going to be put 
to this House, rmd every hon. gentleman 
who votes on it will have to be responsible 
for what he does. (Government laughter.) 
It ie no good hon. gentlemen opposite going 
about amongst the people at election time 
and telling them, " We are only moderate 
Labour men; we :tre in symp ,.thy with the 
Country party's pl ttform." 'I'hey will have 
to stand up to their responsibilities, and they 
vill not be able tc• shield themselves in the 
future in the way they have done in the 
past. 

Mr. STOPFORD : You will not be able to do 
as you did in th·J Maranoa-disown the 
Nationalists. 

Mr. VOWLES: I think there are hon. 
gc·ctlemen sitting behind the Government 
'vho will diso\vn the Governrnent. Even the 
Trades Hall di,;owns them. \Vc >cee that 
various unions and organi",ations are castiM 
gating them in evccry quarter. If ever a 
Government has outlived its usefulness-if 
thls Government cvcl· had anv usefulnes,s­
i~ is the pres,cat Go cernment. • 

J\Ir. H.'.RrLEY interJected. 

Mr. VOvYLES: There is no man in this 
Assembly who ought to appreciate more 
some of the items in this indictment than the 
hon. gentleman who has interjected, because 
th~y serwusly affect the electors in the area 
he is repreSl'nting. The first item is:-

" Failure to carry out the functions of 
gov~rnment . and allowing committees 
o~tsrde Parliament, and not representa­
tive of the electors, to dictate to the 
Govc~nment in matters of public policy 
and Importance.'' 

Going right back to the advent of the Labour 
Government, and to the actions of a previous 
Premier, we claim that Parliament 
became--

Mr. HARTLEY: You mean the Meatworks 
Act, don't you? 

l\Tr. VOWLES: I am talking about it for 
a start. 

Mr. H.\RTLEY: It is nearly dead. 

Mr. VO\VLES : The principle is there. 
That was the occasion when the Premier 
went up and obeyed the dictation of the 
Traded Hall. 

The PRE)IIER: Not the present Premier­
the ex-Premier. 

Mr. VOWLES: I said when the Meat­
works Act was under consideration. 

The PRE:\HER: It is this Government you 
are indicting at the present moment. 

Mr. VOWLES: No, it is not. I •am indict­
ing you and your policy. That was the 
beginning of it. Ever since, we find there 
has been interference in every direction. We 
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know that in various departments, if men 
have a politieal pull, they have a better 
opportunity oi getting their desires granted 
and of bettering their positions than men 
who have not the political pull or who do 
not belong to unions. That applies in the 
Education Department. It applies in the 
Police Department more than any other 
department at the present time. It has been 
the policy of this Government. Every time 
you hear the caucus whip crack, hon. members 
opposite have to do what they are told. 
We say it is the duty of the Government to 
govern ; and once a Government allows any 
outside, irresponsible org,anisation to influence 
it to any degree at all, it has surrendered 
the function for w:hieh it was created, and it 
no lonGer is a suitable Government to look 
after tho interests of the individual. The 
second item is-

" Failure to call Parliament together 
to creat0 the necessarv amendment of the 
Industrial Arbitration _\et of 1916, to 
pPrmit of a working agreement being 
made between the }\Iount Morgan Gold 
1Iining Cornpany, Li1nitcd, and its 
en1ployoes." 

That raises the que;tion immediately as to 
whether it is, first of all, necessary to amend 
that Act to bring about what is desired by 
the men themselves, and to follow out the 
suggestion of the judge. 

'l'he PRE:liiER: What do you suggest? 

Mr. VOWLES : All I know is that the 
hon. member who seconded the motion for 
the adoption of the Address in Reply on 
Tuesday-the member for Mundingburra.­
said that the Act contains power for the 
Minister to suspend all the awards if he 
thinks fit. He was telling this Chamber­
and, incidentally, the country-that if the 
Country party got into power the first thing 
they would do through their Minister would 
be tD take advantage of section 92-I presume 
that was the section he was referring to­
suspend all the awards, and reduce the 
;vage<; and then, he s:1id, there would be a 
stampede for work. He evidently udmits 
there are men who can get work, and who 
will not take it. Does that occur in Towns­
villa, or where does it occur? Where is 
the place where the stampede is going to 
take place? 

The PRE~IIER: What is the meaning of 
clause 2 in your motion? 

[9.30 p.m.] 

Mr. VOWLES : The Premier has told the 
people of Mount Morgan that the Act does 
not give him power. 

The PRE1IIER: I did nothing of the sort. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman sug­
g-ested thrt the Government could not inter­
fere and take the matter out of the judge's 
hands. / 

The PRE~IIER: That is an entirely different 
n1attcr. 

Mr. · VOWLES: The matter is of such 
vital importance that there are nearly 2,000 
men on the unemployed market living on 
doles-honest rr.en who would prefer to earn 
their own livelihood if the G'1Y"rnment would 
exercise the powers it already has under 
the Act, and bring about an arrangement 
which the men themselves desire. Parlia­
ment should have beon called tog-ether, if 
necessary. for th~ purpose of creating legis­
lation. The Government was wanting in its 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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duty, and was not looking after the interests 
of the workers of Mount 1\lorgan. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Why did the Mount Morgan 
Company withdraw their application from 
the court? 

Mr. VOWLES: The question is one for 
the hon. member for Mount lHorgan. He .sat, 
on a rail and did not venture an opimon 
until he kne·" the result of the ballot. If 
thoro had not boon any interference, which 
there alwJ.ys is in industrial n:atters, by the 
professional bull~y)ng ~ gitat.o<_·s '~ ho go 1nto 
these place' croatmg drssenswn-rf the1natter 
had been left to the men ar,d then o\,·n 
inclination-they would bo at work to-day 
on an an~·anguncnt to suit the lnen and to 
suit the company. But now, after t.hc 'vork 
of the agitators, the n1cn .:ne terronsed and 
intimidate·d, a11dJ notw·ithstanding the~, want 
\York the~, arc not allowed to \\ork. 01Jly 
quite' recc;1tly. v"herc I v;,-as enp.ag:ed pr.u~es­
sionally, I ht-'-d un in·,,· an cl! W11C'i'O a stnkc 
v. a., taking place, a,,d l Ml w v, h.at the 
agitator could do. I saw a lot o~ s~~--a~:crs 
afraid to open thuir moutho I sard, \V hy 
don't you stand up for your rights!" Th<cv 
told me privately that, if they di·d, they 
would be black-li•tcd and would never ge' 
another job. They would be called ''scabs." 
Thev said, "We will be bJack-bsted, and we 
won't bo able to get work." They would bo 
expelled from their union, Jiko Lonsdale. 
Simple· because Lonsdalo took cxceptwn to 
certain autocrats in the 'rrados Hall in Bris­
bane going against the v\hole principles of 
the Labour party so far as the se!ectwn of 
candidates was concerned, and because he 
had the temerity to speak out and during 
the Maranoa election reiterate >chat he had 
said now he is before the stev. ards and is 
askdd to givo an explanation because he 
persisted in tolling the truth. I cay rt rs up 
to the Government to sa.y that they are the 
Government to rule and to give tho com­
munity of Mount Morgan an opportunity to 
go to work. 

The PRE:UJER: What would you do with 
Mount Morgan? 

Mr. VO\\LES: I would carry out the 
suggo,tion of the judge. 

OPPOf>ITION l'viE11BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. VOWLES : I would allow these mon 
to make a working agreement with the com­
pany which would permit them to carry 
on a~d keep the men in honest employment. 
\Ne are bn,eding a Jot of professional loafers. 
This system of handing out money indiscrimi­
nately and encouraging people not to work 
is going to be the most harmful thmg that 
can possibly happen to Queensland. The 
Govornmont muct roaliso that the writing is 
on the wall. If ever there was a Govern­
ment that received a checkmate, it was 
received bv the Government clnd their repre­
sentatives 'who conducted the local authority 
elections throughout Queensland on social· 
istic lines. I believe something like 660 
candidates against ~ocialism were successful, 
and only some sixty socialistic candidates 
were returned. How doos it happen that the 
western community of Queensland, in the 
Barcoo and the Balonne, where all these 
gentlemen have reigned supreme for so many 
years, have made a very big hole in the past 
majorities of the Government? We have 
succeeded to such an extent that we have 
converted a 2.000 Labour majority into a 
minority of 1.600 votes. How is it that where-

[ Mr. Vowles. 

ever you go amongst the workers in the West 
they will tell you that they have at last 
realiso·d they ha vc been living in a fool's 
paradise; and this Utopia which was held 
out to them i's now turncJ do ··n by the 
people. Thoro are high 1%ag<:,, and. thor<e is 
no work. Vvhat is the good of havmg hrgh 

ages when you cannot get a.ny work? At 
the time when Mr. Knibbs was telling the 
people of Queensland that there was a 
decrease in the cost of living, the Mount 
~1orgau people were asking for an i.:.wrease 
111 Vi-lgrs. 

Mr. I-IARTLEY: Do you say there was a 20 
p~r c' nt. decrraso in the living? 

dr. VOWLES: I did not say that. 
l\lr. HARTLEY: The Mount Morgan Corn­

pane asked for a 20 per cent. reduction in 
wugc8. 

1\r!'. VOWLER: This list is only the first 
ehaptcr in the beck. (Government Laughter.) 
I co,ne now to paragraph 5. \V e are told 
in the Governor's Speech that ". . . A 
cm11mis-;ion of three tl u~tv~orthy, capabl-e, 
an l rnponi'iblc permancmt officialJ" was 
r1 ppciut0d to ren1ove the in<:qualities that 
ha.,-e uris(_'il in the nu1noric:ll ;strength of 
,c:,-.,,oral parlia1nentary electorate.:> since the 
lu , rudistcibution of s-cat'. That being ,o, 
I pre,UJ<Jc they arc beyond the pal<? oi criti­
cisrn; and, when one comes to consider it, it 
is rc1narkable th·1t for the purpo~::.e of creat­
jng a coc11111ission of tlwt . •Jrt the Govern­
m0nl had to imnort men from the North 
to do iL It wouid appear to me on looking 
at the a!tored boundaries-on'' in part:cular 
shmvn tD me to-day in connection with Bunda­
bNg. Wide Bay, and Burrum-that t~e boun­
daries Yave been Jeliberate]y altered m order 
to cut. out wh;tt are regarded as anti-Labour 
votes in one district, and where another por­
tion of the district which is recognised as 
a reel-hot beJ of Labour is shoved into the 
electorate. 

The PRE>IlER: Pure imagination. 

Mr. VOWLES : Then the residential por­
tio" of the ;\Ierthyr clecturate wa, cut out 
and a portion \Yhich is re~arded as wholly 
Lcbour ha.s been added in order that they 
rnay rc[rain that scat. I c lTI.:.lot i1naginc for 
one" 1n~L~nt that this Cor1unission is as 
impartial as it is alleged to be. It would 
appear to me that thero has been some sugges­
tion from some br dy b..hmd them, as tho 
whole of their fuults-and there aro many­
err in the o_JO direction. and that is in 
f•v.wr of the present Governm~nt. The 
Government re dise that !hP co·nm9' part.y 
in Qnocncland is the Country party. That 1s 
evidenced by the votec th,.t were rc~erved m 
the 11aranoa. The Commission dehbBrately 
abolished three Southern electorates held by 
the Country party and one in the N~rthern 
part of the Stutc .. I havB born t'?,d that 
there has been an mflux of populatwn. r:rto 
the city areas, and that the Commrss~on 
rightly fixed those ar:PRS on a populatJ?n 
basis in accordance wrth the Electoral Drs­
tricts Act. I understand they did not. exceed 
one-eighth of tho actua 1 quota m the 
metropolitan area. I. shall yr<!bab.ly J;>e 
told that in the provwus rodrstnbuhc;n .m 
the metropolitan area th'c Co·nmlSSlO_ll 
adopted one-tenth of the numb, r, but on thrs 
occ~sion t~e Co'nmi:'"sion adonted only. one­
eighth. There has cert~inly been an mflux 
of population into Br1sbane, and lots of 
namrs arc on the rolls of persons wh? do not 
exist at all. We know that dunng last 
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election a large number of persons voted who 
could not b0 found. There a.rc a let of 
fictitious name': on the rolL and it is almoot 
an impo·sibility for anybody to find the;n out. 
\Y kno\V th:1t who'1 nH?n rcrnoYc fro,u one 
electorate to another thov do not act th 'i r 
names removed from the first roll wh m thev 
get tr;:nsferrcd_, and it i cmn1non knowle,{g'o 
that an orgcmrscd band of individual·· vote 
not only onco but two or three tirnes at 
C\·cry election. There is no dcubt there arc 
a number of persons on the roll in Brisbane 
who have no right to have their names there; 
a·nd, on the strength of that, Brisbane is 
getting greater representation than it is 
entitle-d to at the expense of the country. 

The IlOME Sr:2RETARY: How it is that the 
local authorities have got the same na.mes '? 

Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. gentleman has 
put hi~, fcot into it there, GccaU,~e I under­
stand that a lot of pcoplB "~h< 'JO nanH~s are 
on the municipal roll did not vote at the 
last election, and whc:r they were written to 
they did not reply. \Ye can only come to the 
conclusion that these people Jo not exist. 
The next j)arugravh reads-

" 6. The Govcrrunent's apathy towards 
the UlH.'altLO.ft:d in Quccu::-1ancl 1 as shown 
b~, tlw action of the lJre.uicr i::1 stifLng 
d:-cu::- ion in Parjiament ·whul this ITUJ,tter 
'':a:-s sou_, ht to be ventilated by the Oppo­
i"i_Itlon In8_J1 h--'T during 1-a.-st S<.:'~sion, and 
thL subc,.:;c;ucnt fn.i1urc of the Government 
to rn·{n ido wor:\: fo1· the unen1ploycd." 

During la~·t so-sion it became necessary for 
the u;,elnptoycd of l3risb<lne to co1ne to me 
as lLJlcr of tb'' Oppo ition and a,k me to 
approacL U•e Pro111irr to do ,, )ll1Dthincr to 
relieve the po "i tion. On a prPvious occa~ion 
ju;t before the House rose, the Premier pro: 
m1sed n:w th·<t he wonid clo so1nethina to 
relieve the ·distress of those people; band 
he promr od to find work by constructing a 
road from Brisbane to Ipswich and a road 
from Brisbane to Sandgat0. Notwithstanding 
those promrsos, nothmg eventuated. I am 
grven to understand that the Trades Hall 
blocked that matter again. They objected 
to the men getting eamal work, a.nd said they 
must get porrn.anent work or nothing. 

The PREMIER: That is not true. 

l\Ir. VGVvL.ES: The Premier told me that 
the rca·-on the work was r;ot gone on with 
was because the local authority could not 
find the plant. Surely the local authoritie3 
c0uld gd horses and drap wheelbarrows 
.and shovel;;. ' ' 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: It requires more 
than that to ma.kc a road. ·what about crush­
ing the stone and the roadmaking machines? 

Mr. ~0\YLES: Surely these things could 
be obtamcd m Bnsbane. If not you can 
borrow them from the local autho~ltice in 
my di.,trict. During last sesoion I receiYed 
a request fro:n a deput-,tion representing 
2.000 unc·mploycd. I was rceque<ted to see the 
Pren1ier ar~d m-1k him,_ for goodness' sake, to 
do enmethmg for the unemployed. I ,aw 
the Premier, and I told him that I was going 
to brmg the matter forward in the House. 
. The PRE1HEi:: You had no practicJl sugges­

tron to make. 

l\lr. VO\VLES: It was not a matter for 
m? to make prar.tical :-.uggestions. I agree 
1\.Jth the stotem:·nt made by the late Dr. 
Kidston, who said that it w;,_s time enough 
for the doctor to prescribe when he was called 

in. I moved the adjournment of the House 
to discus> the question of unemployed; and 
you, Mr; Speaker, ruled that, as we wore 
dealing with Supply, we had an opportunity 
of discussing griovll.ncc', a.nd the matter could 
be ventilated without adjourning the House. 
I had alre,,dy spoken, and my deputy, the 
hon. member for Aubigny, rose in his place 
and \Yas delivering his spoech on unernploy­
ment ,,-hen the champion of Labour over 
tlwrc steed up in his place, put on the­
" gaf:," anJ dosed the debate. An hon. 
mcn1o.c-r fro;.n the L-.-pper I-Iouse who was 
r<'.rcntly connected with an election in the­
\V est of Queensland had an opportunity of 
ventilating that matter in that Chamber, and 
he lost hundreds of votes for not doing so. 
I consider the Government has failed in 
ey~ry direction in dealing with the unem­
ployed. Why? 

l\1r. GLEDSON: Because of the delegation to 
England. 

l\'!r. VOWLES: It was becau'e three men 
went to England-namcly, the present 
Pr< mic'' and the present Treasurer-I will 
not mention the third one. vVhy did we 
lose our cre·dit, and why arc we turned down 
for money ? I will read a report of a meet­
ing of dir .'Ctors of the Bank of Australasia 
held in London on 21st March, 1921. It was 
held after the delegation and after the last 
election. and the whole matter had dropped. 
This was YYhat one of the directors, :Mr. 
Frcderirk Ton1kinson, said-

" I should like to ask the chairman if 
he can giYe us any satisfactory statement 
with re,crard to the affairs of Queensland, 
bccau"'" wme little time ago Queensla.nd 
was acting in a way which brought dis­
credit on that State in this country. As 
an ol·d member of the Stock Exchange, 
we had nearly em,,cd the name of Queens­
land from our list of Sc'Curities. People 
said, 'Do not mention Queensland,' and 
that feeling shows the great disadvan­
tage of ha.stily considered measures. I 
do not wish to use a.ny harsh terms, but 
there seems to be a want of appreciation 
in Queensland of the sanctity of contracts 
entered into in the past." 

Previous to the d~Jlcgation going hmne, cer­
tain articles appeared in the financial papers 
in England. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Inspired from 
Queensland. 

Mr. VOWLES: I was charged with paying 
the expense' of the delegation m:~ self. I 
was chargeJ this afternoon with attempting 
to buy some members from the other side, 
but I would not take ono hon. gentleman 
unless I got a pound of tea with him. The 
fact remains that they have had a warning 
in everT quarter. They have had their little 
fling with the electors, and have misrepre­
sented matter' over this delegation. They 
have been ·trustc'd with another term of office 
and, notwithstanding the loyalty of the peopl~ 
of Queensland in granting them another 
£3,000,000, they have got into the financial 
ooup again, and are unable to get out. This 
is realised by every one of their supporters . 
~\s I said before, by an organised stone­
wa.!l :we were precluded from discussing the 
questron of State enterprises on the Esti­
mates last year. \Ve had that opportunity 
this afternoon, when I showed, so far as one 
enterprise is concerned-that is, the State 
stations-that it is an encumbrance on the 
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people, besides interfering with the legitimate 
business of the people. We have £1,300,000 
lying dead in that enterprise, bcc3uso we 
received no profit out of it at all. We had 
a loss against it last year, according to the 
Auditor-General, of £25,000 on a capital of 
;.':'1,300.000; whereas the Gov•ernmont claim 
that th"y had a profit of 1.92 per cont. on 
their outlay. 'l'he hon. gentlemen justified 
their retrocpective taxation so far as the 
man on the land is concerned and thA 
jncrer:.:~cd freig-hts and fares, on the ground 
that th(• pastoral business was so profitable­
that uch a huge amount of money was 
being made out of it that the industry could 
stand those increases. If the industry could 
stand those increase'•, then the Government, 
with its large capital and the facilities which 
it has for carrying on its business, and the 
fact that it i,; saved certain outgoings that 
Dthrr busiuesses have to pay, should be able 
to show a profit of more than 1.92 per cent. 
The Government have been found wanting 
in ordinary con1mon business capacity. Look 
at tlw Statn .Fish Supply Department, and 
what do we find? We find on pHgc 23 of 
the last Auditor-General's report that the 
balance-sheet on tho 30th J uno, 1920, dis­
dosed an accumulated loss on that enter­
prise of £15,973, and. to make matters >YOrse, 
the public are not getting cheap fi··h. .Fish 
is deawr than it wa, before the GovNnmrnt 
eutered into the business. Look at the State 
coalmines. Look at what happened in m;. 
own elPcte>rate. Look at \Yarra. Look at 
what has happened at Baralaba. \Ve had 
th0 same spectacle there that "·e are prob­
ably having to-day in Hockhampton, where 
we ha,,e the employees in a State enterprise 
on Elrikc. This Government, which stands 
for conciliation, is unable to placate its own 
employees. 

:Mr. HARTLEY: They went back to work on 
Monday. 

l\1r. VOWLES: Yes; and it is quite pos­
sible they will be all out of work again on 
Monday next. I venture to say that, if any 
one of the State enterprises in Quoe" sland, 
with the) exception of the Insurance Depart­
ment, were reported on by an independent 
auditor who was permitted to compute the 
assets and also the profits of those concerns, 
on the s'lme lines as a commercial house 
makes up its returns, we would find every 
ono making- a loss. As far as the .Fire 
Insnranre Dcpartn1cnt is concerned, I say 
that the Fire Department is living- on the 
\\Torkers' CoP,pcnsa6on DPpart1n0nt in tho 
matter of overhead expenses. The vVorkers' 
e~mprnsation Department, b<'ing compuhory 
and being a monopoly, it could not help being 
a ~Uf'cr"-;;; but, if you like to co!npare the 
tariff that the public have to pa:, you will 
find in Now South \Vales private companies 
are able t.o cCJmpete with one another on a 
tariff which is better to the employer than 
the employer has to pay in Queensland 
to-day. There is only one State enterprise 
in Queensland to-day that has been balanced 
up, and that is one to which I have fre­
quentlv referred, and I may refer to it again 
on this occ.1sion-that is, the purchase of 
~1ount H utton. This property cost £73,000, 
and the Government had the handling of it 
for about four years. They had 550 calves 
as a gift after the original purchase was 
ma·de, and had all the intermediate brand­
ings, and at the end of the term they had 
1,500 head of cattle short of the number thoy 
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originally purchased. During ono election 
Jliir. Hunter, now Agent-Gon0ral, and another 
hon. gentleman who was a :\Jinister in this 
House, told the public of Queensland that 
they had made a profit of £35,000 on that 
Mount Hutton pro pc oition alone. Now that the 
matter has been balanced up and every asset 
has been realised, we find, after four years o£ 
handling that property, that there is a loss 
of £5,900, and that loss will be increased, 
provided 700 head of cattle missing· from the 
run, and which are supposed to be in some 
place. do not materialise. \Ve have never 
been able to find them. They have not como 
to li[:ht yd, and, as they wore purchased at 
£4 10'. por head, there is a further £3,000 
odd to add to that lo<s of £5,9jQ. That Is 
the net result of working l\lount H utton for 
four year~. That bciHg so, is it any wonder 
that the finances of Qucen,land are in their 
present dreadful condition? 

Tho matter of maturing loans has been 
sufficicntl:r dealt with, but we have -at last 
got information from the Government in 
regard to some of those items, and we have 
got a little more information than appears 
in the Auditor-General's report. The Pre­
mier has told us now that provision was 
nude. not by him, but by somebody else, to 

cure the £400,000 that we already owe, in 
the new a'(reeincnt for the t king over of the 
b.Hlk; but there is a sum of nearly £750,000 
which the hon. gentleman is tru:ting to luck 
to get. ·we have to realise that he has been 
trying to sell debentures at 6 per cent. for a 
considerable time, and the public nave not 
beLn very anxious to take them up. There 
is uo rush for them, and, if there is no rush 
ior them. there is going to be no rush for 
t\at £750.000 for which we haYe to pay 
6 per cent.-probably more-simply because 
>"e ha vo ki1led our opportunity, as long as 
this Govermnr-nt is in existence, of getting 
money at a rca:.onable rate in the old 
country. where we were always financed in 
the past. 

=.rr. BP.ENNAN: Our credit i, better than 
the credit of any country in the world. 

~•lr. VOWLES: I would like to refer the 
hon. member ap-ain to what is stated in this 
paper by l\1r. Frederick rromkinson, a mem­
ber of the London Stock Exchange, about 
ll mtralia. If that is his opinion, it is the 
rcpiniun of the London Stock Exchange, and 
it is not as though Queensland were the only 
place in existence th •t desired to borrow 
n:one:r on security. They can lend money 
where there are Governments that are honest, 
and that will not introduce lec:·islation for 
the nurpose of breaking contract,-immoral 
legislation-and Governments that will pay. 

The PREMIER: \Vhat contract have we 
broh·n? 

::'>Lr. VOWLES: Is there any need for me 
to go over that que,,tion again, wh~'n t~e 
hon. gentleman broke leas<•s entered mto !Il 
the name of the Government, and imposed 
ne\V conditions? 

The PRE~IIER: What leases? 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman is try­
ing to quibble, as he has done on other 
occasions. and I am not going to waste my 
time on that matter. That embraces Xo. 11. 

The creation of our State enter· 
[10 p.m.] prices-coming into competition 

with ordinarY individuals when 
it suited their purpose {n the markets, and 
forcing producers into immoral contracts, and 
compelling them to sell their products below 
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the cost of production-has been the means 
more. pa~ticular!y in dairying districts, of 
kcepmg mdustnes at a standstill, because 
the public arc in a state of insecuritv, never 
knowing what legislation will come ·forward 
from day to day. We had an hon. gentle­
man opposite last session introducing the 
application of the principles of the Industrial 
Arbitration Act to one of our rural indus­
tries, in connection with the Wheat Pool 
Act. It is staring us in tbe face in the 
Gon'rnor's Speech that there is going to be 
another amendment of the Industrial Arbitra­
tion Act. I know that the gentleman who 
contested the Maranoa recently made cer­
tain remarks in the other Chamber the effect 
of which was that he hoped the time would 
soon arrive when all tbe rural industries 
which at prpcont are excluded from the ambit 
of. the . Arbitration Act, would be brought 
w1thm 1t. If you apply the conditions of the 
~ndustrial Arbitration Act to the dairying 
mdustry, you are going to kill the only 
industry which, at the present time, is bring­
mg gold from places outside Australia into 
QU<oensland to help us to pay our interest 
r.nd our debts. The Government says that 
it is out to help the workers under the 
Workers' Dwelling Act; that it is going to 
provide returned soldiers and others with 
public moncv, in order to enable them to 
build home~ ·and make improvements on 
their land. The timber is supposed to be 
cheap. and the houses to be reasonable but 
here "·e ha vc the Government extra~ting 
huge royalties from the timber millers, with 
the result tl~at the timber at the stump is 
more expens1_ve than one could buy dressed 
bm her for b 1s house six years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc-llLIC LA!'DS : You 
know it is absolut,ly untrue. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it is correct, and 
I challenge the hon. gentleman. Do you 
charge royalties according to distances? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \V e do 
not charge timber taxes or royalty in 
Queensland at all. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Then what do vou call 
it! ShJ.kcspcar,e says that "a rose" by any 
otncr name 'vm.ud ;;:n1ell as sweet." VVh('thcr 
you call it stumpagR or royalty makes no 
d1ffcrence. If you have to pay 10s. per 100 
at the stump, I call it a royalty. That is put 
on the cost of the material to the con­
sumer. and I am correct when I say that 
I bought the timber for the linino- and ceil­
ing of 111y house in Dalby at a o less price 
than the miller is paying the Government 
for ro' alty to-day. 

A GOVERN:IIENT MEMBER: How long ago? 
Mr. VOVv'LER: It \\as fourteen years ago. 

I remember that on one occasion when the 
late Hon. T. J. Ryan issued a challenge to 
the Government of th0 day, one of the rea­
sons he brought bcfor.:· the House as to why 
the Government should be displaced was t'hc 
fact that 1t was extracting royalties from the 
pubhc_ and m1sappl:,·ing the money; and 
th_en It was. only a nominal sum compared 
\nth what 1t IS to-day. You cannot gull 
the pubhc; you cannot give men cheap 
houses and charg~ them the price you are 
chargiDg for the t1mber. \Vhile the Govern­
ment arc c~llecting this huge sum of money 
and us1~g .'t f?r the1r own particular pur­
pose, bmldmg 1s becoming _prohibitive, with 
the result that carpenters ID particular are 
unable to g_et work. It is bad enough in the 
towns, but m the country there is practically 
no building going on anywhere. If you look 

in the " Industrial Gazette " you will find 
that in every district there are carpenters 
out of work. The Government should know 
that the solution is to give people cheaper 
timber, and not to extract these royalties-to 
try and create building, instead of retarding 
it. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Why did the Federal 
Government close the timber mills down? 

Mr. VOWLES: If they did close the mills 
down, there may be a few persons out of 
employment who were working in the mills; 
but the fact of those mills not producing 
sawn timber will not affect the carpenters, 
bcca use there arc thousands and thousands 
of feet of sawn timber to-dtcy in Brisbane 
and in the country waiting to be sold and 
operated on when the cost of building 
becomes reasonable. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Are there no private timber 
firms? 

Mr. VOvVLES: There arc timber firms 
which are n1aking hug-e fortunes; they 
obtained timber concessions when royal­
tics were very small; but the institutio_n 
which is making fortunes for these people IS 
the Government, who are charging· royalties 
in some cases six times, or 600 per cent., 
over what a man purchased his timber for 
p;cviously,. and allowing hin;. t~ make th0 
d1ffercnce m his proht on h1s t1mber from 
the mill. The particular men the hon. mem­
ber is referring to would not get those P~'ofits· 
T'he Government may have made a m1stake 
in regard to the price they arranged; but, 
if a man has got the concession at 2s. 6d. 
per 100 feet, and you fix it at 12s. 6d_., yo_u 
imiilediately place l Os. per 100 fe:t ID h1s 
pocket. and make a rich man of lnm at the 
expense of those who want houses. I say 
you should charge a man a fair royalty; 
he will make some profit; but not the huge 
profit the Government is putting in his pocket 
to-day. 

I "ould now refer to the action of the 
Govcrnrnent in its encouragement of indis­
criminate gambling. I do not want to be a 
hypocrite. I go to th~ racecourse, but I 
would not perm1t gamblmg anywhere except 
on a registered racecourse. We have seen 
the Government giving permits to certain 
individuals to cnrrY on gambling that the 
udinary spieler would be put in gaol for 
doing, and the proceeds of that v1cc are used 
in order to help to keep hon. gentlemen 
opposite in their snug billets and to pay 
their expenses at election time. I am told 
my time is up. I oincerely trust that_ hon. 
members opposite will give every considera­
tion to the matters I have placed before 
them. I ask them to realise that the time 
is ripe for a change. VI' e do not "·ant hon. 
members opposite living behind a cloak, 
and pretending to their electors that they 
arc in sympathy with us, unless thPy do the 
practical thing and come over here and 
support us, sit with us, and. sign our plat­
form, and get rid of the mcu bus of the 
pre,~nt Government, which has brought 
Queensland to such a bad state, and which 
will cripple hN altogether unless the 
Government is got rid of. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CORSER (JJurnctt): I rise to second 

the motion so ably moved by the leader of 
the Oppositon, and in doing so I want to 
say that I feel sure hon. members will realise 
their clutv to their country and their elec­
torates, and will allow their own comcienccs 
to be their masters, and for once rise above 

Mr. (J ... rser.l 
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those tiH of party "·hich, on other orr·1sions, 
mo kP them Yote nt;ainst the dictates of their 
consciences and the interests of the State. 
The Country party is not launching this 
m9tion fron1 any party point of vil'W. It is 
doing it abc.olutely in the int0rcsts of the 
taxpayer and tLo country. It is not so many 
yce_rs since tht:J present Pren1ier assisted to 
L)unch a vote of censure against the previous 
Governn1e~1t on the grounds, an1ongst others, 
of the Go,·ernment's 

"Tampering with elector<ll la\vs for 
party purpose.;, failure to produce a 
sound policy of railway construction, bad 
~unageinent of raawavs, failure to pro­
Vldc for 1naturing loans," 

and .,aid that the Government were dcserv­
in~.· ?~ the scv:-'rest CC!J.sure, as no.t being 
falthml to then· pronusei·. On tlns occa­
sion, I think you ·vjll ugrec, all sections 
of ! he people cxrrc·,s no CDnfidcncc in 
this Government, while we had from their 
C\Vn organisations indications of their dis­
gust with the pre~cnt Administration. The 
Auditor-Gen{~ral's report has produced n1ost 
darna.sing evidence of the Go'"E·rnn1ent's 
incapacity fairly to conduct the business of 
the country, and, if any further evidence be 
needed, it may b" found in the dailv Prcn 
report>: of speeche:; in Brisbane and cvorv 
country town bv uncmploved who want so:n~ 
kind of work and are offc .• cd only a pitht'lce. 
The G?vernmcnt have_ done_ e\·orything that 
1s poss1ble to kill the 1nco.l'twe to work and 
dcst~oy the r~ward o~ thrift to cripple pro­
ductJOn, to lull our mduslncs and kill the 
State. If wo want to build up a good State 
of Qu~ensland, we must not allow a bad 
Government of Queensland to hinder us. It 
is not that the country is not goud enough, 
but that the Governme :t i,: too politicallv 
rotten to enable us to develop as wo should. 

I find from a Press clipping that the ho<L 
member for ::vlaryborongh, in addr·. :,sing 100 
unemployed assembled at Qnecn's Park <>t 
Maryborough. certainly told the truth. He 
said-

" It was no u"c hi'-3 going there to pull 
their legs. The financ'< of tho Govern­
ment had got them absolutely strangled." 

\Lcm::d1!cr.) Is that not o ·idm1c2 of \\.mt of 
confidence by one of thr·ir o·P. n m0mbers, 
and crrtain]y a fairly extrcn1c onf\? Then 
I have another cutting-

<( .A._ .deputation rC'prC'sc-nting- the unen1· 
nln::ed sr:rtion c[ the _.:-\ustrn1i~n V?orkers' 
lTnion was introlltH?C'd to thf' Hon1c Sccre* 
•uy (1\[r, McCoJ"nnck) en Friday by Mr. 
D Riordan, M.L.A. At a mrctincc of 
Jhc nnemploved ~ertion Jah~r ;n the Cldav 
the denntation reported tLat it harl hrc~ 
rcceivr-d verv di::"o<ourtcou<;;'.]v. ~vir. NicCor­
lnaC'k had beciJ ' vcr,- abusive' find Pad 
accnsrcl. not onlv tlwm, but JVIr. Rim·r!an 
"]so of seeking to make political capital 
0ut of the une"11p1oynlp',t sjtuatinn. TheY 
had ~ut no ~nti~fa,..tion whatever frori1 
::.Hr. l\1cConnack." 

Thc.v got no satisfndion from the Govor;;­
nlont. and the 1nf'0ting- pns"-cd a resolution 
of protest. :"ncl detflri11lnPd to circulutr it 
throuP"h0ut thP hnn. n10ll1 her's elr-.f'torat0. 'V p 

also find that the Metropolitan District 
Lahonr Council pAssed a motion to the effect 
that nnlr~s thP Lal1our GnYPrnrnent wf're prr­
parcd to adhere to its principles-the prin­
ciples embodied in the Labour platform-it 
would b·c bPttcr that it should r'sign office. 
Thus, in th0ir owq institutions. amonrrst 
their own individual supporters. they fou~d 
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evidence of lack of confidf'ncc. Large meet­
ings haYo been held in all parh of Queons­
lnnd and disgust expressed at the GO\·ern· 
mcnt's programme, and also sytnpathy for the 
unemployed. who were the victims of the 
class legislation which they had passed. Whc•n 
the GoYornment took cffico and introduced 
their dus, legislation, the Opposition tol·d 
them it would bring about a dc·arth of emrloy­
n1ent. a smaller nu1nber of per~ons receiying 
great('r arnounts and a great number of 
persons receiving nothing; and their pre­
dictions had boon fulfilled. The Government 
complain that tho.v have not the necessary 
money, but, from the remarks of the le~der 
of tho Opposition, it is evident that the 
GoycrnmPnt have received and expended 
much more than env othc·r Govcrnme·1t 0\'Cl' 

hoped to have. Th0y have spent £57,000.0";0 
of rcyonuc and £15,000,000 of loan monev. 
'VhcrP has it gone to? \Ve have in certain 
cli•tricts increased o1.u SaYings Bar.lc dopo.cits, 
The policies of this and past CovcnEn<mts 
have meant that from 1909 to 1920 the Savin'is 
Ba-1k cknosil• have increased from £5.6CO,OOO 
to £17.000.000. 

The HmiE SECRETAHY: Are you biaming us 
for that? 

~Jr. CORSER: I am blaming past Govcrn­
n1cnts, and n1ore pcnticularly this Govern­
ment. They spend loan money and complain 
b•cau ,, they cannot get all they want. In 
1915, v. hen they were making their first 
succ<··•.sfui arwoal to the people, they hod 
printed at "The \Yorker " office the little 
" red book" of what the Labour policy really 
m0ant. 

The Ho>m SECRETARY: That is not red; it 
is pink. 

Mr. CORSER: It has faded, like your 
policy. (Laughter.) This is what the ''red 
book" has to say-

" The Labour party demands th~t this 
state of affairs shall cease. It demands 
that de[initc measures shall be taken to 
wipe out loans us thcv maturo, in'3t£'ad 
Gf following the fatal course of contrad­
ing now debto in order to pay off old 
ones, and continuing the payment cl 
interest ::ear after year without in any 
way reducing tho principal owing. 

"It is ab,olutelv eucntial that some­
thing should be dc)no to put an one! to a 
situation ,,,J crushingly opprc.,,J3ivo. If 
the working class could rc.disr how 
they are being rohhed bv the in,titution 
known a.s the public debt, there would 
be an outcry againcr further bcrrowing 
from on€ end of the country to the 
otber." 

The GoHrnmPnt claimrc that the rcople of 
Queensland stopped thcn1 g-etting- mnne:v on 
the other side; yet tbey successfully and 
·:ithout compulsion, secured the great•'r por­
tion of £2.000,000 in QureM!ancl, and the)· 
hav<' quaulcred that with the rest. 

The PHE}IIER: Finance doPe not ser'n to be 
your strong point. 

Mr. CORSER: It ic• the hon. g-entleman's 
str-ong point--he se;3ms to have clone very 
well by it. The polio,> of spending lo-an 
n1oney is u good one, dc::.pite ,--hat the Labour 
rarty nscd to say: but loan money must be 
spent not alone wit·h the iclt·~ of securing the 
int"r0Bt frorn the conc8rn on vvhich the tnone~· 
is spent but to encourag-e the development of 
s-crondnry indu"tric" ·whrre tho,,e productive 
works have been carried out. 

Mr. C'OLLIXS: You tried to block the iron 
and steel works at Bowen. 
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JI.Ir. CORSER: That is another picture the 
Gov~rnment held up. They also were going 
to have coal mines. Thev had one in th<' 
Dalhv distr·id. It was closed se far as the 
prod{lction of coal was concerned, but durug 
the drought- the farmers watered their ca+-t!c 
on it. There were iron and steel works, coal 
mines, fish shops, and State stations. When 
we ruler to the St .. te enterprises we '"n 
refer to the are_nic, as the Home Secretary 
would like us to do. He ought to be asbamcd 
to ll1(mtion arsenic jn this House again. 
Before this House adjourned last year I 
charged the Government 1vith sPl1in~ to 
primary producers for clParing pricklv-pear 
1nscnic which analysed only 19 per" cellt. 
The Home Secretary dealt with me prarti­
crrll; as a criminal. lie appealed to the 
fiouse to say what they thonght of a man 
who sent do\\"ll a r,tonc and said it was 
Govcrnn1ent arsenir. The Pren1ier did not 
let me down any lig-hter. They cndc avoured 
by every 1neans in their po~,,rer to bring- me 
to earth. They sent the police u{l from 
Mount Perry to seize this arsc•nic. The)­
sealed it up and brought it to Brisbane 
under police escort. I notice it was verv 
carefulfy stated >"he were present at the 
opening of this arecnic which was to seal my 
future fate in Parliament-

" Yesterdav the se:t! was broken by 
the Assi,tant Government Analvst in the 
presence of the Mini€ter for Mine, (:Yir. 
Jom·,), the Honw i'!ccrctary (Mr. 
?.T eCorn ::tt- :.), the PDlicc Co1nm:i~.sioncr 
(;\Ir. Short), and repre,entative-, of the 
Press." 

Certain apok,ie- for ab ence, I believe, were 
received. (Laughter.) 

The I-imm SECRETARY: Ono from you. 
(Laughter.) 

:vir. CORSER: I was the only one who 
w.1s nDt a~kf'd to b8 pre::;ent. The individual 
for whom I was making the appeal f1rst 
v.:rotc to the GoYcrnmcnt and comnlained ... of 
the an; nic:, ~n1d the reply he recBiv0d IV81;'· 

that this arsenic \YCnld go 85 per cent. or 90 
per cent. Insten.J of its going 19 per cent., 
as I ,,tated, 11nd as ic' sho-,,-n in this certifl­
cate, the firct s•lmplc went' 14 p~r cent. To 
try and defend them ,elves, the Government 
w~nt to the bi,ggest in ctitutions in Brisbane 
to whom they had supplied arsenic, and got 
certific,ltes that the arse"ic supplied to them 
had gone 91 per cent .. 92 p~r cent., and 93 
per cPnt. That -~yas true, showinfl: that to 
the bigger ll1•"l-chants they \Yerc selling that 
arsenic, and to the f.ormer they eok1 14 per 
cent. arsenic. (Laughter.) This indiv;du:>l 
in the country snent £30 or £~:0 spraying 
with a m"n hP had to hire. The GoYern­
ment told him he must e], an the pear from 
his land. I-Ic fcund he wa;:; only \vatcring i 1

·; 

the pe 'r enjoyed it. Fortunately, we are not 
bourd nnd tied to the Government, and we 
are able to voice the sentiments of our 
ell cion. \Vhcn this Govcrnncnt came into 
pm,·er the Queensland raihHl)'S \\ere paying 
£4 5s. 7d. per cent. To-day they arc paYi:L: 
15s. 5d, pE'r cent. What is more; on three 
occasions the Govcrn1nent haYe increased the 
freights and fares to try 11nd rover up the 
n1a1administr2tion of the department. EvC'n 
so, on the e<?cond la -.:t occasion there was a 
-deficit of £1 500.000. Yet juot b' fori' tho 
ole,tionR of 1815. \\'}Jen they were asking for 
the confidc·nce of the people, this is the 
motion th<>y moved--

" That in the opinion of this House the 
freight charges on the Queensland 
Government railways are excessive and 

require readju~ting on long-distance 
rou.tcq -with a viov.~ to a general reduo~ 
tion, for the follov;ing r0asons :-

They are inimical to the beet intE'rosts 
of the man on the land: 

Thcv retar·d closE'r sE'ttlenwnt in the 
interior, and are a serious h<Lndicap to 
that developmental work so essential to 
the progress and prosperity of the 
State." 

'I'hcse statements arc quite true, and I use 
them against the Government in support of 
the non-conHdence mvtion that the leader of 
the Opposition has been good enough to 
lo unch this evenug. 

The HoME 8EC1'£T,1RY: You voted against 
that. 

Mr. CORSER: I have never yet opposed 
a motion like that. The net revenue' pro­
duc0d by this Government per individual 
employed in the Raih' ay Department in 
1914 was £102. and in 1919 the a•llou,lt wa.' 
£17 per head-due to the mismanagement 
and the le ck of control on the part of the 
GDvernment. 

'l'he PRE~!IER: That 1s a ·deliberate false­
hood. 

Mr. CORSER: They arc your own Hgurcs; 
so thev ma·; be false. The Premiet is net 
going ' to 1nisrepresent my statement. In 
1914 the revenue produced per m~n on the 
railways was £102, and in 1919 it \\as only 
£17 per man. 

l\lr. GLEDSO)!: Do you want the fares 
raj~ed to make it up? 

Mr. CORSER: Y cu have raised the fares 
(1uito enough. \\1 1"J -..yant better administra· 
tion-fairncs> and honestv. \Ve want con­
fidence from the people 1n the Administra­
bon; and we do not wa.nt the continuation 
of the maladno inistration. and the class­
consciom administrtition that we have had 
during the last few years. They not only 
tax but they c~ggravate everybody who tries 
to do something for hims<'lf. They have 
ha.~~1per0d Gxi~ting industriP.s, and prt~ventPd 
nc-v1 one~ comjng into e-xisten( c. I ha-..-e 
plrnl" of proof of that. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: You went outside 
when tl-tat motion was put. 

Mr. CORSER: I c-hallenge the hen. gentlc­
rran again to sho;v that in "llansard." 
rrha t is absolutely untrue. Be l1 man and 
apo 1Dgisc, 

The Hmm SECHETARY: You did not vote 
for it. 

Hr. CORSER: l3y their land policy they 
have disnleased th~ man who has to go out 
and mak'e his living· on the land and develop 
the State. Their policy of perpetual lease 
is .a nolic_v dictated to them hv the power 
behind the thron<J--the big-";igs in the 
Tra-des I-hll. The Trades Hall officials are 
responsible for the nolicy of the Govern­
ment. and ~hat is why the people's confi­
dence has b-een shalcrn, hecanse the people 
who go out into the bush cannot have 
the freehold of their land. I want to 
sho·w thP nn11~confirlpnrn of the f'D 1.1ntrv 
neonh in this lc,-islation. ,\ \Yorkcrs' 
1--Jolitical Orrranl~at;on wrr•tf' tn n•c . .and 
;sked me to advocato perpetual leases in the 
oncr•in(l' of mme land round 1\fonnt Perry, 
a~d I was able to reply that thesE' lands 
wc-Pld be open eiit>0r for pc1·pctu"l lease or 
freehold tenure. \VhPn the Lonfl Court was 
ovPr, I was surpris0:i to Hnd that no appli­
cetions w~re made lnr perpetual leas~s. We 
have got to-day conciitions in the country 
,--hich arc not acceptable to thfl country 

• Mr. Corser.~ 
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people. The perpetual lease system is dic­
tated by men who haYe not to go out on 
the land, but who get their bread and butter 
easier than that, and yet will not let the 
cr;untrv man say what his conditions of 
emplo:iment shall Le. The soldiers' settle­
r.,ent is another reason for non-confidence 
in the Government. The soldier settler to­
day has to live und'"r more severe conditions 
than the ordinarv settle!'. He has to reside 
or:1 his land for ten 5·ears, and cannot dispose 
of it before then, except to another returned 
soldier; whereas an ordinary individual 
"ho did not go to the war can transfer after 
fi,·e ye.us to whom he likes. T.hese matters 
"ere pointed out to the Government when 
the Bill was going through, and we on this 
side mm·cd amendments to try and rectify the 
anomalies in the interests of our soldiers; 
but the Government. by the force of weight 
of nu1nbers, \Y0l'f' able to dcfrat our nnlend­

mcnb. The soldier to-dav is a victim of. 
tho· G cm,clitions, brought ''bout by the 
Government who haYe lost the confidence 
CJf the country rig:ht througJ,out. It is a 
fine thing to have the opportunity of launch­
ing a protest against them. 

I have given some in•tances where the 
Trades Hall and workers' political organisa­
tions have passed resolutions against the 
Go>ernmcnt. If there is one part of the 
Government policy on which they stand con­
demned, and on which thev have lo,t confi­
dence, it is. on their public works policy, 
partiCularly tn the countrY dic,tricte. Anvone 
going into the countrv ·districts will find the 
open-air schools with 'the blinds in a dilapi­
date-cl condition. In some cases vou can 
poke your hand through them, and' I ]mow 
ono teacher vvho was asked to se\>· them up. 
The public wmks policy of the Government 
i Het carried out as it should he. 'Ye have 
got in_tancr"' in. their own ranks where thev 
sho\v a ·want of confiden('e in the Gover~­
ment. I can quote from the ldter of one of 
their Trades Hall friends in 1\Iaryborough, 
an rx-prosJclent o£ the Marvborough 
K orkers' Political Organisation, :DI~. ,J o cph 
E. Vance, junr. J\Ir. Vancc, in a letter to 
the " Maryborough Chronicle " said that he 
noticed from the " Standat:d" newspaner 
that a jibe had been giyen to the member 
for Burnctt when he aske-d certain questions 
regarding certain pnblic expenditure. This 
Is what 1\.fr. V ance cays in his letter-

'~ SJr,-For several yoars I have worked 
as a cal'peiJter in the ,\~arks Department 
Construction Branch. This is run under 
the so-called day-labour system. I might 
here say that the day labour appealed 
to mr- as right. Let me add, this so­
called day-labour system in operation is 
anything but right. I mav have come 
into conflict time and ag~in with the 
officials. At ono time I demanded a 
public i1"quiry. Instead they sent up a 
departmental official, who told me that 
he \Vas given instructions to inquire into 
any work then in progre,s, but that he 
".vas not. under any circumstances what­
e,·er. to inquire into anv work that was 
finished. ~t seems practically hopeless, 
where offiCials protect each other in this 
manner, to straighten the whole wretched 
bu,iness. HoweYer, I wish to refer to the 
latest exploit of this precious Works 
Department. The member for Burnett 
B. H. Corser, for reasons of his own; 
moYed for a return concerning improve­
ments to tho South GayndR h State 

[11fT. Corser. • 

School, also the removal of residence from 
Sunbury to South Gayndah School. The 
an· wer is an example of the honesty ( ?} 
of the departmPnt. The first section of 
the work wac; bungled badly. I was 
requested to take charge of the job, and, 
if pos,ible, pull the whole business out 
of the mud. I was shown an official 
document, which stated that the first sec­
tion was then largely exceeded. The 
section. was even then far from com­
plete. In spite of all this, the Works 
Department nov. state the first section 
was done under estimate. In future I 
shall know what yalue to placo on state­
ment" of the ·works Department, and 
re \,JeJ·Jb·cr the old adag'l that 'figures 
can't liG, but liars can figure.' " 

(Opposition laughtJr.) There is a proof th~t 
their own supporters have no confidence m 
them. I know that the Government are par­
ticularly anxioue to reply to the statements 
of the -lea·der of the Opposition. If mem­
l•ers opposite will only vote as their conscience 
dictates, then those statements that haYe been 
made are worthy of their consideration and 
support. I ha;-o every confidence th1t we 
·will se0ure some encouragement, and this 
motion will give us an opportunity of seeing 
whether it is pos'•ible in this House to break 
party ties. Mr. Higgs has been driven from 
the L"bour party, and the time has arrived 
in Qucensbnd for members of the Govern­
ment party to express themselves freely and 
honcctly. 

The PREMIER: It is quite evident that 
the leader of the Country party has no kind 
of expectation that his motion will be car­
ried. The tactics adopted by him in bring­
ing the motion before the House are sufficient 
indication of that. He could have found a 
more complete and effective manner of test­
ing the conl'rdence of the House in the 
Goyernment by following the usual practi?e 
of moving an amendment to the Address m 
Reply. 

Mr. VowLE~: That is not the usual prac­
tice. Look up th_e records. 

The PREMIER: That was the only logical 
practic1l course to adopt to see if the Govern­
ment had lost the confidence of the Hol1se. 
Jt would have given members an opportunity 
of seeing what the Government\ sessional 
programme was. but the hon. member evi­
d~nth- framed his motion before even hear­
ing 'the Governor's Speech. The hon. 
p-~~ntlrmnn 's arguments w·erc poyerty-stricken. 
and he had to rely on many stale matters 
dealt with two, three, and four years ago. 
Thr hon. member's speech was founded on 
matters that have been debated ad nauseam 
in this Chamber for the last five or six 
years. 

2\1r. VOWLES: You cannot reply to tnem 

The PREMIER: I a.m going to reply to 
them, and there is a very effeetivP reply to 
the futile string of objections that the hon. 
member has levelled against the Government. 
The hon. member has absolutely no kind of 
expectation that this motion will meet wit't 
success, and I am going to show why that is 
eo. After the hon. member gave notice of the 
motion, so little notice did his own snp· 
porters take of it. and so little expectation 
had thev that it would be <'uried, that the:" 
immediately gave notice of questions to 
Mi!nisters that thev knew could not be 
answered until this n1otion had been defeated. 
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They continued to debate various other sub­
Jects raised in the Chamber without any 
regard to the hon. member's feelings for 
his own motion of want of confidence, which 
should ha vc, if he had any proper belief that 
the thing- would he taken oeriously by the 
House, been prossed on and dealt with. 
Not only that. but prominent members of 
his own party have to-day made requests to 
Ministers to see deputations of their consti­
tuents. 

Mr. VOWLES: Did you receive them? 
The PREMIER: Ko; I took the correct. 

view that I will not receive deputations 
Ltpon subjects which D.Te dealt with in this 
motion of >:vant of confidence until the motion 
itself is dealt with by the House. 

Jl.1r. CORSER: Any chance to inconvenience 
country people who come down here on 
deputations ! 

The PRE'lVIIER: The hon. member may 
be able to gather comfort from thrtt kind 
of utterance. but let me give him a further 
c:camplc o£ their la·:k of experience or utter 
futility in this matter. Certain members of 
thB Country party have anproached 11inistcrs 
since notice of this motion was given and 
askNl Ministers to attend their constituencies 
in the country two months hence to open 
shows. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. CoRSER: Name them. 

The PREMIER: I would not be so unkind. 
not publicly at any rate, as to n<tmc them, 
but I will give the hon. mc·mber the names. 
The hon. member was good enough to deal 
seriatim with this long and not v~rv formid­
able indictment. I do not know whether he 
was the drafh man of the motion or not. I 
do not >vant to he too critical about the 
language c nploy< d or the manner in which 
it is put together, but let us deal with the 
motion in the >vay he did. 

Ko. 1-
" Failure to carry out the functions of 

g_overnme!1t and allowing committees out­
side Parhament, and not representative 
of the electors, to dictate to the Govern­
!nent in m,~tters of public policy and 
Importance. 

There is a b.,autifullv vao-ue charge upon 
whi<:?h to challenge a' Govbernment! ·what 
kind of evidence does he bring forward? 
He made some kind of reference to an indefi­
nite happening in 1915, I think he said­
somethinc thnt ie alleged to have happened 
br"cause mlE, .o~ 1n:.~. early colleagues in the 
pre· rct \d ~1111'-~trahon attended a meeting 
at the 'I'ra,Jes HalL That is supposed to be 
an evidcncn of dicbtion bv outside com­
mitteeJ-sonie kind of noxiOus. extraneous 
inftnence on this Adminstration. in this late 
hour of c·Ir experioucc. and after two elec­
ti om ha e been fougnt and won by the 
GoYernlnc:-t in the mcantin1c. 

No. 2-
" Fa ilnre to call Parliament together 

to ere at., the necessarv amandm(nt to 
the Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916 
to permit a working arrangement being 
made between the Mount Morgan Gold­
mininp; Company, Limited, and its 
employees." 

The hen. member apparently recognised the 
thin ice hP was skating on in dealino- with 
that question, and carefullv evade-d th~ chal­
leroge from this side as to \Vhat his own policy 
would be in regard to Mount Morgan. 

Mr. VOWLJ>S: I said you were Premier. 

The PREMIER: Yes. and I ha.-e not 
hesitated in saying what I believe should be 
the solution of the Mount Morgan trouble. 
From the com,11encement of the difficulty at 
Mount M01·gan I used all my efforts to bring 
about a solution of the difficulty there to 
enablB the operations to be continued. 
R.·alising how serious a matter it was for so 
large an undertaking to be suspended. I 
brought the parties together on more than 
one occasion, and I ·•:as publicly thanked 
by the representatives of the company-Mr. 
Kelso Kino-, chairman of directors, and JY.lr. 
Boyd, the general manager-on the one side, 
and by the unions on the other, for my inter­
vention in the math:r. Unhappily, I was 
unabl0 to get the parties absolutely to settle 
the terms on which a resumption of work 
could take place. That was not because of 
any defect or shortcomir1g on the part of 
the Government. I firmly believed most of 
what the company said, if not the whole of 
what thoy said, in regard to the losses that 
were being i· curred, and their general state­
ment that they could not work undc_r the 
present condition of th·J metal market without 
loh I believed that to be the fact, and I 
believed· their offer to be bona fide, and I 
advised the employees to endeavour to come 
to so1ne arrangen1ent, f'vcn if it meant some 
scheme of deferred payment or the adoption 
of some kind of sliding- scale. I thought that 
would be the solution of the difficulty. At 
the sanic time I admitted and stated candidly 
that the problem was one for the employees 
to solve in conjunction with the employers. 
The matter, at any rate, was not prejudiced, 
as the hon. member stated, by the sending to 
~fount Morgan from Brisbane or elsewhere of 
what he terms paid agitators to pre>;ent a 
settlement. That statement is a mere beg­
ging of the question on the part of the Oppo· 
sition. The employPes themsch'es and their 
own elected officials and controlled officen 
in Mount Morgan decided the question; and 
to level a charge against the Government 
that we have failed in our duty because we 
did not call Parliament together to amend 
the Arbitration Act simply indicates on the 
part of the leader of the Opposition a woeful 
lack of a knowledge of the situation. It 
appears to me that the hon. member wanted 
Parliament to be called together to suspend 
or to amend out of all recognition the 
Arbitration Act. Apparently he wants t" 
bring about the wholesale destruction of 
wages awards; apparently he wants to 
undermine the wages system of Queensland, 
and take away by drastic class legislation 
what the workers have won in the last five 
years. Apparently, because there are in 
Queensland some industries which arc carry­
ing on under difficulties, which fact we all 
recognis0, he wants to impose the whole 
burden on the workers, and to amend their 
wages and take away their privileges, increase 
the hours, and do what his colleagues in 
South Australia are doing-attempt to 
destroy the advantages whicl1 the workers 
ha vc gained in recent years. 

JI.:'Ir. VowLES: Look at our programme. 

The PREMIER: I have looked at your 
programme. The next paragraph says-

" That the Government does not repre­
sent a majority of the electors of Queens­
land." 

I am not going to try to camouflage the posi­
tion-as a matter of fact, members on this 
side are accustomed to stand up to facts 
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and look them in the face-I am not goin~ 
to C'mtend that at the last State election~ 
a majority of the eloctora voted for this party. 
Unfortunately for them, and uufortunately, 
perhaps, for us, thoy did not; but there 
were more electors who voted for this party 
than there ';rere elcct?r:::. who voted for any 
other party m Quoens.and. What have hon. 
membe;·s to say about that? There were 
recorded for the endorsed Labour conclidac.es 
-there can be no equivoc:·tion about the 
votes cast for thom-168 000 votes in rounrl 
figures. The ne were ca~t for the National 
party 77,000 votes, and for the leader of the 
Oppc,ition's party-the Country party-

54,000 votes. The hon. member is 
[11 p.m.] challenging the Government and 

wants to replace them and one 
of the grounds on which he challenges the 
GovDrmnont is that they do not represent the 
electors. We represent more than three times 
the voters that the hon. gentleman's party 
repro~cnts. !-'he hon, member has the insuffer· 
able 1mperbnence to want to come here and 
occupy these benche, on the ground that we 
have lc-:t the confidence of the electors. Look 
at th" g~·ounds on which the hon. gentleman 
would dtSplace the Government. He gives 
the result of the recent local a.uthorities 
olections a·' a ground for turning tho Govern­
ment out of office. I do not know \Yhy the 
hon. gentleman did not refer to the recent 
hospital election in Cunnamulla whero a Go­
vernment candidate was defeated or to a 
local dog show at Camoowoal or ~omewhere 
else whore a Governm<mt candidate was 
rlc~ectted. \Vhy not register that as an 
en de nee of want of confidence in the Govern­
ment and demand our resignation? Thie 
Government repre.-~nts a majorib· of the con­
s~itueneies in Queensland, al1d while we ccm­
hnue to do that wo are going to continue in 
ofiice and adminiJter the .affairs of this State. 

An OPPOSITION l\fFMBER: If you ar0 lucky. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member suo-. 
fests if we are lucky. No. we can do th~t 
1f we are tru:e to our pledges. (Opposition 
laughter.) Hon .. me:nhm·•, opposite, I am 
told r~ther authontatJvoly, have been casting 
arouna and attempting to buy members of 
the Labour party, but they have not suc­
ceeded. The hon. gentleman spoke most 
contemptuously to-night, and said that he 
would not ha.ve any members from this sid0 
even if they were g-iven to him. 'l'hev ar~ 
not like_Jy to be given to him. The L~bour 
pa_rty 1s not a party which trims its 
"ads to every passing- breeze; it is elected 
npon a well-c,ta blishcd and well-defined plat­
form .. ~Te have. well-recognised and well­
cstablJ,hcd prm01plcs. and we are going to 
stick to them and advocate thorn. If we are 
d-:featcd by the electors in the process we 
wdl accept our df'fcat, but while we continue 
to rcnrescnt a majoritv of the ro:Jstituencies 
w: will stop here, and -hon. members opposite 
'':'11 have to be content to Sf)neal from that 
s1do of the Hou•e. to 9how their lack 
of knowlerlvo of finance and to gi,·e 
pitiable exhibitions sueb a~ the seconder· of 
this motion !utve in the courcc of a rather 
!ength; speech. The hon. member also drags 
m a rderonre to the l\Iaranoa by-election. 
The same thing applies there. A decision 
in a Federal election might he a ju,tification 
in tho hDn. member's mind, for turning ~ 
State GovNnmc·.1t out of office. but in no one 
else's mind. I do not know whether the hon. 
member will sug~cst that the British Govern-
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ment, which represents a vast majority of 
the constituents in the Homo of Commons, 
should give up office because it was defeated 
in a by-election. One of the grounds for 
tho suggested dismissal of the Government 
is that the Government has used the Elec­
toral Dish·ict3 Act of 1910 for party pur­
poses and has created new boundaries in 
order to strengthen its position. That is the 
most remarkable indictment of the whole 
lot. The hon. member and his party in 
ever;v session during the la· t four years­
and it applies to the Nationalist party also­
have, with te-dious repdition, charged the 
Government with carelessness and neglect of 
duty in not having had a redistribution of 
seats. There would have been a· redistribu­
tion in the last Parliament; but an account 
of manipulations, morD or less succcs~ful, of 
the Nationalists and others in bringing about 
a boycott in London, they precipitated an 
election in Queensland. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) At any rate, there was no timo to have 
a redistribution ; but when wo got over the 
election, at the first opportunity a redistri­
bution was undertaken. They criticised tbe 
Government for not moving· under the Ad of 
1910. The late Home Secretary, the hon. 
member for Albert, suggested that there was 
no necessity to get legislation through, as 
we had all the legislative machinery. and all 
that was necec.sary to do was to appoint a 
Commission. W o ·have acted on that sugges­
tion, and a Commi·.,ion has been appointed. 
\Yhen the Commission was appointed the 
nalnefi 'vore announced. and they were 
received v-v-ith unanimon~ approval. The 
"Brisbane Courier." ·which n"',~rr n1isses an 
opportunity of criticising the Government, 
could find no complaint "ith the constitution 
of the Comn1isison. The "Dail:~ Mail" 
and every other newspaper all publicly stated 
that the gen:lemen selected were men of high 
probitv and con.,iderablo experience, and 
mPn in whom evervone could have con­
fidence. The Commission had a dif!icult task 
because of the slipshod nature of the old 
Act, which was passed by a previous Adminis­
tration, and not by us, but they did their 
work faithfully and well. They consulted 
the various interests. 

Mr. JI.IACGREGOR interjected. 

The PRE:111IER: Thev did not consult the 
Government. The hon.· member ppparently 
has been very displeased with what we have 
been doinrr this session. I have watched him, 
and noticed that he has been unable to raise 
a smile. Now that I am dealing with some­
thing which seems to interest the hon. gentle­
man e"~ecially, he seems to be galvanised 
into life 

Mr. BEBBI!\GTON: Toll us what instructions 
were given to the Commi•·sion. 

The PREMIER: No instructions were 
given to the Commission. That is a most 
cowardly attack to make on the Co.nmission. 
I think. it was beneath the leader of th•' 
Opposition to descend to the tactics he did 
to-night in maki·og; th0 reflections he made. 
It was a gross calumny on men who cannot 
reply to those reflections. Look at the elec­
tOl'al map and examine the distriets. and you 
''ill find that the Commi.s,,ion did its work 
well in the intere•,fs of the whole State. and 
a hsolutely without regard to part:: interests 
whatever. 

Mr VOWLES: I do not agree.with that. 
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. The PREMIE_R:. Hon. members oppo,ite 
1~ 1911 hll!d a red1stnbution in hand, and what 
kmd of gerrymandering did they indulge 
in? And the hon. member now has the 
i;;fcrnal cheek to talk about gerrymandering! 
'lnc hon. member and other hon. members 
~C1Wfitr.d ~y t.1~o deliberately arranged politi­
c . .l rc:chstnbnnon of that Year. Prior to that 
there were. I think. ciq-ht double electorates 
1n Qnccn,'-hnd, and they 1::0 arranged rnatters, 
and the Comn1if~5ion was so selected us to 
make of each one safe Nationalist s~at and 
one Labour seat. Thoro was no complaint 
from the Labour party. vYe put up with it 
because wo knew that it was inevitable. 

. Jli1_r. CORSER : You got a two to one 
maJonty on that same redistribution. 

. 'l'he PREMIER: The hon. member is 
e1~her very short of memory or is deliberatelv 
m1shandlmg the truth. The redietribution 
was in 1911 and Hw election in 1912. and we 
lost It. The hon. member Ravs that the 
Country party has been mad~ to suffer. 
T~at may be the unhappy result. It cer­
tamly was not the desire of this partv to 
compel countTy constitucn<'ies to s1.:lffQr, 
whether reprf,•cnted by m cm bers of this 
party or that, but we had to tako the 
machin<'ry prov;ded bv the .\et, and 
nnhapnily-I say it quit"e candidlv-such a 
t'(•(l~strilmtion was bound to give t.he metro­
polis and other larrre cities additional 
r"prcscnhtion. The ="~rth, fortunate!:·. just 
h, 1cl 1ts rrroporhon and we retained otP' 

?ixtc'f? .t:'at~-;a!11Y sixteen seat·s for a verY 
Impor,.ant division of tho State. I denlore 
the necc'"'ity to adhere to a quota-pro\,ided 
not. b:.7 ?ursdvcs but by our prcde0cssors­
wh1ch. ;c1ves to tho metropolie more repre­
eentahon. I do not know whether hon. mem­
bers mf!gest that the quota for city elector­
ates should be twice that for' oountrv 
electorates, but we had to have some kind 
of approach to the principle of " one vote 
one value." ' 

Mr. BEDniNGTON: In some cases vou make 
the country seats larger than the city eeats. 

The PRE;\!IER: Fo. You ,, ill find that 
thcr · was a more lib,·ral application of the 
quota under this scheme in favour of the 
countr;: . than. under the previous scheme. 
(Qpp_ontion d1ssent.) At any rate, that can 
be dFcu,sed at greater length later on. ·what­
I want to point out is that it is ridiculous 
and abw!utdy absurd to charge the Govern­
ment with deliberate gerrymandcrinrr of 
boundaries. b 

The n"xt charg-e is that of alle~ed "apathc­
t~wards, un:mploymc;Jt, ";S ohown by the 
l ronucr - e.tlAnlg of d1scuss1on." as the leader 
o_f the Opposition puts it. There is not a 
~ng"lf' Rei' ti11u of justification _for that C'harge. 
:-o :h~rgo a Gnvcrrn:nPnt \\'1th such annthv 
1~ Eln1ply playing- with words and seTidin·~ 
up firc,Yorks. If there is any apathy toward's 
the une~nplo:yrd or th? "bot.tom dog," it 
comes from the oth··r side of tho House. I 
acloln'\'JE )g-, tl:.r.t thcr(' are un-~mplo:-,,cd. and 
I ar-knowlcdv.e the extreme ·rlifficulh· of solv­
ing the prn1,!·•m. Unfortunately tTte Labour 
party's policy h:.s not had the' chance tha.t 
the poli<:ic' of other parties have had. vVe 
hove had only ,, hout eighteen months' power 
smcc we got <' 1ntrol of the Council. and that 
peri<:d coi•.c;des with the financial depresoion 
?ne! the ahso'ute boycott of the Goyernment 
In. re.~pe~t to moP;ey, 1-vhich prevents our 
dmng \Yhat otherwise "\Ye 1night havo done. 
\Vh_at does :Mr. Ba_rwell, tho loader of the 
anti-Labour forces m South Australia, say? 

Does not hie policy coincide in every partiou~ 
Jar with that of the leader of the Opposition? 

Mr. CORSER: No. 
The PREMIER: I know that ·during the 

last eighteen months there has been a 
wonderful change in the politics of the leader 
of the Opposition and the hon. nwmber for 
Bm·nett. Till then they wore staunch 
Nationalists; now they have relegated i!he 
Nationalists to the cross benches while they 
sit in smug contentment immediately opposite 
the Govermncnt. At any rate, on this ques­
tion they represent the views of all anti­
Labour )1oliticians, and I shall road what Mr. 
Barwell said-

" Lr.ct week a denutation of the Port 
Adelaide unemployed was told by the 
Premier that so far from the Government 
providing ,york it was going- to dischar::e 
hands and that wages must be reduced 
bcfor; t·he unemployment evil could be 
cured." ~ 

In times of difHcultv and temporary ·depres­
sion the worker mu~t suffer and be ca··t into 
unemploYment. and the unemployed armY, 
according to the doctrine of hon. membr·rs, is 
necessarv in 01·dei· to destroy the benefits to 
Labour.~ Let l}1e ~;ivo you a w~ser vie;~ than 
that-a quotatwn from the Bnsbane Tele­
rrrat1h." I do not mean that it is a Labour 
paper, but at tioncs it publishes very wise 
articles. 

A GovER::l:VIENT MEMBER: By mistake? 
The PREMIER: No. I think it is because 

at times it does not set out to gain political 
advantage, and at such times it indulges 
in some vcrv wise comments and observa­
tions. It says-

" The shadow of distress lies upon all 
the capital cities in Australia this winte:. 
Those who woul-d like to h-ac<l all their 
woes to the persons who misgovern them 
will not derive. comfort from the know­
ledge that unrmplovment seems to be 
a 'bad in Melbourne as in Sydney, 
though the party complexion, both of tl~" 
State and the Fe.derel Governrr,ent m 
the former. is yerv different from that 
of the State Government in the latter. 
The fac.t is that the world-wide causes 
which are operating atainst the_ sale 
at their former prices of our prnnary 
products are also operating to limit 
~n1plo~nnc-nt and to reduce wages through­
out this ('ounb·y." 

That is a wise summing up of the difficulty. 
It is a broader rccogmtion of the problem 
than the narrow pettifogging partv attitude 
, clopkd by the leaders of the Oppc ition 
here. 

Th •n the hon. member goes on to f"\uote 
the '' ml.;;mn:;:JgcmPnt n.nd huge losses 
inc11rrc·d bv St0t~ rntcrprlsr<," and, although 
I li·tcned. most carefully, I could hear 
nothing to justify his charge in the k ·,st 
dC'O'T('P. !Ie certainl""· n1arle some rcfLrcnce 
to /::la Stnte station-i~ 1916, was it not? 

Mr. VowLES: The onlv one that had been 
clcaiwd np. , 

The PREMIER: \Yell. the hon. men1ber 
ought to be satisfir•d. Later on, hen we 
f!Ct the report of the Commissioner of State 
Enterprises and the Auditor-General, we can 
go more fullv into that. It is no uso the 
hon. member .indulging in vague generalities, 
as the hen. member for Port Curtis ·did-­
guessing at what the situation is going to 
be. and \vhen he is challenged to produce 
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some proof, saying he 'vas told by so1ne.one, 
or he was up in the district some years ago 
and knows such and such a property could 
have been bought for somt>thing less. · That 
is characteristic of the puerile opposition 
which the Government is subjected to r,t tl::e 
present time. 

The hon. member goes on to refer to the 
failure of the Government to provi·de for 
maturing loans. The hon. member is not 
aware o£ the situation in the least degree. 

Mr. VoWLES: You have told me only who t 
I have previously told the Chamber. 

The PHE:YIIER : The Trc.a:.urer hacl 
referred to £400,000 which had been providetl 
£or, and the hon. member made the deliberate 
sta tcment that \VC had macle no provision 
whate,·er with regard to the balance of 
£2,800,000. 

~:Ir. VowLES: I said no particulars hacl 
been giYcn. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member hacl 
been ftllly aware of how that in.!ebtednees 
was incurred he would have known that auto­
matically provision is made for a large parcel 
of it; that, with regard to a largo parcel, 
it is held as securities fm the life in'urauce 
companies; and he would kn<Jw the condi­
tions with regard to the Comm.onwealth loan 
and the agreement of 1915. The hon. mem­
ber refers also to the failure to lcg·islate 
effccti vcly t<J properly protect the i nterosts 
of the primary producers, but that question 
he skipped over. I wanted to h< .n what the 
charge wa~. 

Mr. VOWLES: You will hear plenty from 
other· men1bers. 

The PRE:YUER : Perhaps when those hon. 
member~ come along we will have something 
to answer. The hon. member mentions 
" fail urc to encourage or to supply the necc3-
sary funds for the development of secondary 
industries." That is one of the most remark­
able of the charges. The h<Jn. m0mbcr has 
been n'fcrring to extravagant expenditul'e, 
increasing expenditure, in the various ofiices. 
There is no reference whatever to econo1nv 
in the resolution-no indication of a de ;ir"e 
for economy; and there are specific references 
to a cor:demnation of tlw Government for 
not incurring more expenditure. One of the 
principal charges on the Financial State­
ment was that we were cxtrava!rant and 
lavish with loan cxpe:r;diture as wdl as Trust 
Funds. Now he wants us to spend more. 
I am not sa,ring it may not have been a good 
thing to incur additional expenditure on the 
de,·elopment of secondary industrie.•,. Can the 
hon. member indicate the particular direction 
in whi,·h we can incur this expenditure? 

Mr. VOWLES: Co-operative agricultural 
production. 

The PREMIER: We amended the Act. 
provided a scheme and .advanced money 
under it. Many hon. members on the other 
side are recent corners to the Chamber, it is 
true. It might, perhaps, have been better 
if they had come earlier. But their predeces­
sors in the same party stood for vears behind 
a Nationalist Administration in. this Cham­
ber, in times when money 'Yas plentiful, when 
it was easy to get funds ; and in those days 
what did they do for the secondary indus­
tries? They did nothing for the primary, 
the secondary, or any other kind of industry 
except private enterprise. 

The hon. member calls attention to the 
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feet that the Government are crt'ating legis­
lation that has be<m destructive of public 
cr,·dit. This :s a charge theY find so useful 
to have for Dol it ic;t) purpo,u, because it so 
admirably su.its the lJOodlers, the capitalistic 
class, and especially the Press representing 
those interests; and they me it all over the 
State in an endeavour to damage politir"'Ily 
this Government. \Vhat doh it mean, boiled 
down into plain English? The hon. member 
is condemning this Government for passing 
the Land Act Amenrlmcnt Act of 1920. He 
CGI,0emns this Gov<>rnm(nt for making the 
squatter pay th~, onme rent the farmers have 
to pay. He is 'uppased to be the leader of a 
FarmerJ' party; yet JJC condemns this Go­
vernment becau'3c we aEk the pastoralist, the 
large landhold,r, the akcntce landholder of 
Qucensiand, to pa,· !he ~ame rent per square 
mil8 that the farmers have to pay! Pro· 
vious :'\ationalist Administrations in Queens­
land ha Ye passed legislation and made graz­
ing farmers pay n1orc than their leases pro­
vided for. On a cort:.jn occasion a previous 
N a.tionalist Government amended the Land 
A cL:. and In.J.dc the grazin::; farrn":rs, who were 
subject to a 50 per c0nt.. ll1nituJion, pay n1ore: 
than the 50 per cent. limitation provided for, 
and there was no cry of rf'pudiation, no C'r.V of 
cc rJiscation, or breaking of c:ontr..tcts. But 
v hen this Go·;2rnment. in order to g-et a 
just deal for the people of Queensland and 
eoualitv of treatm8nt between the selectors 
arld paStoralists, n1a-de provision to terminate 
that concession, which should nevc·r have 
been granted, and make the pastoralist pay 
tlw R.tmc rent as the grating farmer had to 
pay, from the alle'l'C>d Farmers' party there 
wos a cry of repudiation. 'l'ht> leader of the 
Opposition state-d deliberately that we had 
broken a solemn undel'taking-that wo had 
d~parted from a .Jo:r;tract; and he m:ade the 
eneci6c reference that we had broken the 
t~rms o£ a le1se. The hon. member has never 
been able to prm·c that, nor has anyone 
else in Queensland. I have chitllenged them 
to pro,J that we have deliberately broken 
any agreement, or clcparted from the condi­
tions of any contract or disregarded the con­
ditions. and thev ha,·e not been cble to do 
that. But they k~cp on reiterating this charge 
of repudiation. The;', by their reiteration 
or b:v their circqlation of that charge, are 

·doing irreparable injury to Queensland ancl 
destroying the credit of Queensland. To put 
it plainly, it is not Government repudiation 
that has caused Quee-nsland to get a bad 
name, but it is the constantly and unpatrioti­
cally reiterated charge of repudiation-which 
is a false charge-that has earned fo;· 
Queen land a bad name. 

The hon. member's next charge is " extract­
ing huge royalties f:·(Jm millers for timber," 
and so on. The hon. member wa·~ corrected 
by the Se~retary for Public Lando when he 
''as speaking. \Vc charge no tax or roya]t.y 
c>n timber. At one time there w.a'' a 
ro".-alty charged on ti:nb ·r taken off Crown 
lar,ds. It was a rca.snnable c.harge. although 
I believe it was ·1erv little. Under the later 
system of marketi 'lg the timber off Crown 
lands ihe Crown takes the value of the logs 
and ~ells the logs. What they charge is not 
a royalty, but the price of the timber. Not 
only that, but in order to get the fair m3:rket 
ya]ue of this timber it is put up to auctwn. 

lHr. SwAYNE: You have an upset price. 

The PRE'MIEH: The hon. member is 
quite correct in saying we have an upset 
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price but those who bid invariably bid 
more' than the upset price. I know that those 
who bid get their heads together, in order 
to keep the price down as much as possible. 
Mr. Swain, Dirr.ctor of Forests, in a memo­
randum to the Minister, stated-

" Last year. the Government actually 
sold to sawmillors some millions of 
feet of first-class pine at less than half 
ih market value. and sacrificed £30,000 
in the interests of price reduction." 

It went into the pockets of the sawmillor,,. 
If we did what the hon. member wants us 
to do, who ,., ould get the advantage? V{bat 
he calls ro:, ctltv is the price, \Vho will get 
the advantage? The same people who got 
the ad1·antagc of the £30,000-the sawmillers. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhy cannot the State saw­
mills work? 

The PREMIER: They are working at 
their full capacity. The hon. gentkman is 
now advocating the extension of State 
~ocialism. Paragraph 15 refers to soldiPI· 
settlement, 

The leader of the Onposition very cardully 
shied off the quc,tiOJ1 of the failure of the 
Government to satisfuetorily settle soldier 
<3ettlt•rs on i-~1e land. He cannot charge the 
Government with neglecting its duty in that 
respect 

Jl.ir. KERR: You have done less than any 
other Shte in the Commonwealth. 

The PREMIER: The statement of the 
:hon. mcrnbor for Enoggera is absolutely 
untrue. 

Mr. Kmn : It can be proved. 

The PREJI.IIER : It cannot be proved. 
The '1 uota allotted to Queensland under the 
repatriaLm agreement was 2,826. We have 
already settled upori soldiers' settlements 
2,578, and we have provided for an addi­
tional 1,733 by way of assisting individual 
,,oldier settlers upon their own acquired 
holdings or upon freehold, if they desired 
to purchase, or in some other way. We 
have actually settled oil the land 4,311, 
although the quota allotted is only 2,826. We 
have, in doaling with returned soldiers, 
imposed upon tbo Commonwealth a Ieee per 
capita obligation than any other State, and, 
therefore, a less burden upon the individual 
&Jldier, and have given the settler a greater 
chance of making a success. \Ve know that in 
New South Wales and Victoria, as a comc­
quenee of the necessity of repurchasing highly 
valued land, soldiers have been burdened in 
some cases to the extent of £2,500 bv wav of 
mort~'age. It is a common expression of 
opinion in Southern States by those who have 
had anything to do with repatriation-I am 
not making any special claim for the Queens­
land Government-that soldiers have been 
more satisfactorily dealt with in Queensland, 
and a greater number proportionately have 
been provided for, and the promccts of suc­
cecs arc appreciably greater, than in any 
other State. 

Mr. KERR: This is the only State that 
has not given a fee-simple. 

The PREMIER: At a banquet given to 
'Gord Kovar. late Governor-General of Aus­
tralia, tendered in Bri>1Jano. he g·enerouslv 
stated that soldier settlers in Queensland had 
a far better chance of success and were much 
more liberally provided for than soldier 
settlor' anvwh0rc else. I haYe not dealt 
with the remarks of the hon. member for 
Burnett, who seconded the m·otion. I found 

them so ramblino- and disconnected, and so 
divorced from the subj,ect-I:oatter of the 
motion that I do not thmk It necessary to 
reply t'o _them .. l'.iany of his arguments, and 
all of his deviCes, are utterly beneat? con­
tempt, when dealing with the question of 
criticism of the Government. _He made one 
roference to land settlement m Queensland 
which as usual, showed a total disregard of 
the tr'uth. With his usual attempt to ore~te 
a cheap hostility to the Governmm;t, he tned 
to belittle the leasehold system m Queens­
land. I happen to have a ~port by Mr. 
H. S. Gullctt, who is the_ u~mmonwea!th 
Superintendent of ImmigratiOn m Australia, 
and a man wbo can by no means be charged 
with any prejudice in favour of the Labour 
party. He says-

" The Government perpetual leasehold 
system appears t<_> be v~l!y popular in 
Queensland, espemally w!th new ~ettlers 
with slender means, It 1s recogmsed to 
be as sound and permanent a tenure. as 
freehold, and there is no appr0hens10n 
on the score of reappraisement. Settle:s 
·are allowed t,9 transfer and sell their 
Impl'OYcments. 

Hon members do not arpreciate these 
Llttora~e"s when they are published by an 
itT,partial observer. Apparently h?n. mem­
ben have got into the frame of mmd, by !l­
cor:stant parrot-like reiteration of. opposi· 
tion to the Government, that they beheve that 
those opinions in tiwir minds are the com­
monly a<'Cepted doctrines cf the whole of the 
community. They are wrong. I do not 
lcnow what the hon. member expected by the 
motion he has lauuched-whether he desired 
fo indulge in cheap fireworks, or whether he 
expected to a.ccomplllh some definite purpose. 
1\ll the references ho made could have been 
me~de in the Address in Reply debate. 
A]lparently he has teen spurred on by an 
on(·,ide party. H·' has been subJ_ected to 
tl:osc, extraneous influences that he 1s always 
ccudcmning. It is rnther a significant thing 
that just before the announcement a few 
da·, ~ before the meeting of Parliament he 
·yvl·~ Q·iylng notir• of a want of confid0-nce 
motion th'e " Brisbane Courier " practically 
instructed the Opposition to challenge the 
Gcvermnent at the first opportunity. I do 
not know if the hon. gentleman is making 
anv attempt to forestall other Rkhmonds in 
th~ field on that side of the House. Nothing 
ha3 come to light to-night to make the Go­
vermnent feel 'tremulous about their policy 
u\· their future. lf the hon. gentleman has 
no more to attack the Government upon 
than the Teferences contained in the motion 
which form ihe chief burden of his speech, 
then it is not nece~·;ary for the Government 
party to have very much concern about the 
future. 

:VIr, SW A YNE IJiimni) : I bog to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

S'PECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER : I beg lo rnove-Tha t 

the House, at its rising, do adjourn until 
Tn esday next. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
to 12 o'clock p.m. 




