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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 22 DECE1IBER, 1920. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bertram, .liaree) 
took the chair at 11 o'clock a.m. 

SUPPLEMEKTARY ESTIMATES, 
1919-1920, 1920-1921. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a nw"age from His Excellency the Governor 
transmitting the Supplementary Estimates 
fo1· 1919-1920, <tnd Supplementar; Trust 
Estimates for 1920-1921. 

Ordered that the Estimates be printed and 
rdcrr0d to Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 
REsu~rPTION OF Co;\I:VIITTEE-FIFTEENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 
(1Vh. Pollock, Gregory, one of thr 

Temporary Chai1·men, in the chair.) 

LAKDS DEPART::UEXT-CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-That £104,495 be granted 
for the " Lands Department-Chief Office." 

Mr. MACGREGOR ("}Icrthyr): In the 
course of the discussion the previous evening 
a challenge was thrown out by the Premier 
that no one could find in the leases granted 
under the Act passed last session any special 
words limiting the assessment of rent of 
pastoral lessees to not more than 50 per 
cent. of the rent for the previous period. 
That was so. They did not find those parti­
cular >Yards in anv lease. If the Premier 
meant the challenge in that sense, it was 
a silly challenge. It was like a game which 
was played by children, when they asked 
" person to discover the words " Christmas 
Greetings)" or any similar words in a docu­
ment. In all cases dealing with leases under 
the Crov. n Lands Act. the Act was the 
governing agreement. It had been stated in 
court that the agreen:ent between the Crown 
and its tenants was contained in the Act. 
Under the Real Property Act a person might 
haYe a lease which did not refer to the power 
of re-entry, but in the Real Property Act 
itself they would find the conditions which 
were deemed to be implied in everv lease. 
So it was with the Crown Land Acts. In 
the Ad of 1884 there was no provision for 
limiting the assessment: the third period was 
to be determined by the board, but in the 
1886 Act there was a limitation introduced, 
and it was worth while recording the words 
of the Minister. Mr. Dutton, who introduced 
that section. He said-

" Ever since the Act of 1869 became 
law, ono great· objection of the pastoral 
tenant has been that no rent is fixed 
for each recurriw< period of the fifteen 
or ten years of their leases. and it has 
also been represented that this is a very 
g-rave objection in the e~·es of money­
lenders. . . . If it is thoug-ht desir­
able that they should know the utmost 
limit to which the board (land board) 
can increflse their rents. the Government 
have no obiection to their knowing- it. 
It is. therefore. proposed in this Bill to• 
fix a limit. and put the maximum rent 
for each of the neriods after the first 
one at one-half of the rent payable for 

the preceding period. That is the most 
that can be added to the rent, and I 
think that ought to satisfy the lessees, as 
well as the monevlenders. Th<>y will 
know now the utmost length to which 
the board can go in extracting rent from 
them.'' 

From 1884 to 1886 leases were granted with­
out containing any reference t,) the condi­
tions. After 1886, if the form of lease was 
examined, it, would b() found that it contained 
a reference to the Act of 1884. and also a 
reference· to the Act of 1886, a·nd said that 
the lease was granted "subje<>t to the reser~ 
vations, conditions, stipulations, and provisos 
in the Actb contained," thereby, by inference, 
incorpora~ing the Act. 

The PRniiER: It could not incorporate an 
Act which had not then been passed. 

Mr. l\IACGREGOR: The Act of 1886 was 
then passcu. 

The PRE}IIER : But the Act of 1902 contains 
the same reference that you quoted. 

l\Ir. MACGREGOR: He had not come to 
the Act of 1902 yet; he was dealing with the 
'arious A eh in turn. He did not know what 
document the Premier referred to the 
previous evening, but he (1ir. Macgregor) 
went back as far fls the Act of 1886, and he 
found that leases issued under that Act stated 
that the lease was granted "mbject to the 
reservations, ccnditions, stipulations, and 
provisos in the Acts contained " ; and one of 
the provi,os contained in the Act of 1886 was 
the limitation as to the rent. Section 8 of 
the Act of 1886 provided-

" In determining the rent payable 
under a lease under Part III. of the 
principal Act for the second and subse­
quent periods of five years or seven years, 
as the case may be, the following pro· 
visions shall have effect in addition to 
the provisions contaim'd in the 30th sec­
tion of the principal Act, that is to say-

The annual rent for each period after 
the first shall not exceed the annual 
rent payable for tne next preceding 
period by more than one-half of the 
annual rent payuble for such preceding 
period.'' 

So that, after 1886, anyone who looked at 
his lease would be dri,·en to the Act of 1886. 
where he would find that one of the terms 
of the lease was that there was a limitation 
of rent for the second and subsequent periods. 
That went on until 1897, when another Land 
Act was passed dealing with different coun­
trv from the country that was dealt with by 
tl}e Act of 1884. It purported to repeal the 
Acts of 1884 and 1886, but it reserved and 
preserved all rights, obligations, etc. All 
countrv taken up under the Act of 1897, 
however, had no limitation with respect to 
the rent, because, under that Act, .the rent 
for the second and subsequent perwds was 
to be settled in every case by the Land 
Court, which took the place of the Land 
Board. Then came the Act of 1902, grant­
ing an extension of tenure to pastoral le,sees. 
That was an amend,nent of the Act of 1897, 
Rnd wo.s to be read as part of that Act; and, 
in leases issued under the Act of 1897 as 
amended by the Act of 1902, no reference 
would be found to anv limitation of the rent. 
Then came the Act "of 1905, in which the 
provision limiting the rent for th.e sec.ond and 
.subsequent periods was agam mscrted. 
Section 2 of that Act read-

Mr. Macgregor.] 
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' The following proviswn shall be 
added to ,ection 64 (4) of the Act of 
1897:-

" The annual rent for such period after 
the first shall not exceed the annual rent 
payable for the next preceding period 
by more than ono-half of the annual rent 
payable for such preceding period." 

It wa, therefore. provided in the 1897 Act 
that the lease should be held subject to the 
rcserYations, stipulations, and provisoes in 
the Act contained. Then they came to the 
1910 Act. That was supposed to be a con­
solidation of all the Land Acts right up to 
date·. It brought them all under the one 
Act known as "the 1910 Act." Although 
the 1897 .\et was repealed, all rights were 
preserved. An important provision would 
be found in section 6, which stated that all 
leases hitherto granted would be deemed to 
be granted under the 1910 Act. It was laid 
down there that all reservations in all grants 
and leases wore valid. Part III., Division I., 
of the 1_910 Act related to pastoral leases, 
and sectwn 43 under that heading provided 
for the payment of thre rent. Section 43 
btatc:d-

" Provided that, with respect to all 
pastoral holdings mentioned in the 
s•"'ond ,,ehedule, H<cept when otherwise 
expressly stated in the said schedule. 
the annual rent for each period after 
the first shall not exceed the annual rent 
payable for the next preceding period 
b' more than one-half of the annual 
rent payable for such preceding period." 

In conformitv with that section there was 
a schedule co;,taiuing hundreds of leases that 
were granted, and they would find the 
!imitation in the rent stated in exact words. 
It said-

" Shall not exceed the annual rent 
payable for the next preceding period 
by more than ono-half of the annual rent 
payable for such preceding period." 

Then section 44 stated-
" lii.) The annual rent shall be the sum 

per oquare mile rPspectively strcted in the 
fir,,t part of the third column of thP said 
schedule during the period expiring on 
the date respectively mentioned in the 
second part of the said third column, and 
thereafter the provisions hereii,;before 
contained with respect to periods shall be 
applicable to the residue of the term." 

Then i\ codinued-
" Save as varied or negatived by the 

express provisions sot forth in the said 
schedule, all the provisions of this _\et 
shall extend and appl~y to oadi of the 
pastoral holdmgs mentioned in the said 
cdwdulc, and the least of each of ,uch 
holdings shall be deemed to have been 
graniPd under this part." 

That was an important piece of legislation 
because it stated that, no matt"r what was 
legislated, the provisions relating to the 
pastoral holdings remained the sarnL Then 
sPcti<?n 109, dealing with grazing selections, 
provided-

" Provided ~hat with respect to every 
grazmg sc!ectwn which was applied for 
prior to the twenty-sixth day of Decem­
ber, one thousand nine hundred and two 
the annual rent for ca<'h period afte1: 
the first shall not exceed the annual rent 
payable for the next pre<'eding period 
by more than one-half of the annual rent 
payable for such preceding period." 

[Mr. Macgregor. 

That v. as the form of lease in the 1910 Act. 
in all cases that e,1me before the court, 
thev would find that the court always turned 
up the Acts which governed the leases. It 
was elementarY law that the lease itself 
was not of an~ effect without the Act. If 
some clerk in 'the Lands Offic-e, in making 
up a ]ease, rnade it for thirtv-five vears, 
when the Act provided for thi,:ty years, it 
would not perm1t the lessee to have a term 
of thirty-fi,·o ye.1re. because there was no 
power to allow the clerk to put in the thirty­
five years. So they had to go by tho Act. 
The lease was in the form provided by the 
Act as was shown in Form III. L:nder Part 
III., Di,-ision I., of tho 1910 Ad .. it said that 
the l"asc would be subject to the stipula­
tions, reservations, and provisoes herein­
after contained in the Act. One condition­
it was called a condition in section 43-was 
the proviso lin1iting tho increase of rent on 
reappraisemrent to 50 per cent. of the rent 
for tho pre,·ious period. 

The PREYIIER : The leases under the 1902 
Act were issued before the concession was 
made in 1905, and thereforC> the 1905 Act 
cannot be said to modify the 1902 leases. 

Mr. MACGREGOR: Whv not? Of course 
it could. The 1902 Act was an amendment 
of the 1897 Act, and the 1897 Act with its 
amendments was altered in 1905 so as to 
include the limitation. At any rate, he did 
not think that mattered. The 1910 Act 
cxproe,;]y said that you would find all the 
rights and obligations of all leases, granted 
under whatever Act. within the four corners 
of the 1910 Act. Not only was it a con­
solidating Act but it was a clearing-up Act. 
to get rid of all the other Acts. Under the 
1910 Act thev would find the form of the 
leases under ·~vhich. he took it, the Premier 
'vas 1naking thi~ challenge. lie said, "Keep 
your eye~ on the lease." 

The PRE'IHER: This is what I said: "We 
ha YP not broken anv agrPement or any 
specific contract or any undertakino- written 
or irnplied." o 

Mr. VOWLES: Implied! Oh! 

:VIr. MACGREGOR: All he could say­
and he did. not 'ay it in any nasty way­
was that either his mind or the Premier's 
was defective. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnan·on): Unfortu­
nately. the old argument about repudiation 
and Ph_ilp. Cowlcy and Company had come 
up agam, .and they had not been able to get 
any discussion of benefit to the Lands Depart. 
mcnt or those interested in land settlement. 
He would like to deal with the pear ques­
tion. Unfortunately, no Government had 
yd found a solution. Something more should 
be done to encourage pear selectors to go 
on the land, and to encourage them when 
they wt'l'e on t)w land. At the present time 
it wa'4 costing pear "electors something up 
to 5'. nnnually tD keep their freehold land 
clear. and at the same time they were under 
the obligation of pa.ving land tax to the 
G,wcrnrnent. T!hev had Crown lands all 
round them, pear ~nfc·sted. Of cour,e, they 
know that the pear was beyond the control 
of the Lands Department, but it was only 
fair that the pear selector should have some 
consideration on account of the ,woximity of 
that pear-infc'•sted land. If he found it 
possible to clear the pear, the department 
should give him the freeho],d. !Hear, hear !) 
He knew that was not the policy of the 
Government. If he got the freehold, he 
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would then come under the control of the 
local authority, which would see that ho 
kept ,his land clear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
local authorities are not doing it now. 

Mr. COSTELLO : They were in his area. 
The shire council there compelled everyone 
with pear on the freehold to clear the pear 
off, and if they did not do so, they put the 
gang' in. It \Yould be a g-reat encourage­
ment to the selector if ho was given the 
f1 cchold of the ]and when he had cleared 
the pear. Ho thought that he should not 
allo;; the vote to go through without saying 
something about soldier settlement, if he 
was in order in doing so. 

The SECRETARY FOR l~UBLIC LANDS : It is 
not included- in this Estimate. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will 
11ot be in order in discussing eoldier settle­
rrtent on this vote. 

11r. COSTELLO: 'I'hen he would reserve 
his remarks till the opportune time, as it 
was unfortunately at this juncture against 
the ruling of the chair to discuss the matter. 

Mr. CORSER: There is an understanding 
that we <:an discuss the whole vote. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member may discuss the matter of soldier 
settlement so far as it refers to the Lands 
Department. 

Mr. COSTELLO: He wouid try and keep 
within the Chairman's ruling. The question 
o~ soldier settlon1ent was very in1portant, 
but the Government were not giving it fair 
and reasonable consideration. The Lands 
Department was doing its best, but the 
GoYernment had been very neglectful in this 
r<'spect. They har! thousands of able-bodied 
men-sons of the State-willing to go on the 
land; but he was sorry to say that suitable 
land was not being made available for them. 
He could speak with some knowledge on 
this matter. Thoro wore soldiers on land 
that was not sufficient in area for thorn to 
make a living on-on prickly-pear selections, 
sn1all grazing farms, and fruit areas. He 
<:ould state with fJOme authority that at the 
preoent time thpo,e men were being put on 
land, the area of which w51s not adequate 
to make a living on, and the department 
should sec that, in futuro, land made avail­
R blc for selection should be of sufficient area 
for a man to make a living for himself and 
hi' wife and family. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
rose to a point of order. The vote would 
be drawn out to an interminable length 
i£ the whole question of soldier settlement 
was di,cu·,sod. They had already dealt with 
that in frto Chief Secretary's Yotc. 

The CHAIRMAN: With regard to the 
point of order raised by the Minister for 
Lands, I would again point out to the hon. 
m<'rnbcr for Carnan·on that he can only 
dis,"nss that phase of soldier settlement which 
L>s to do with the settlement of land as 
it comes within the administration of the 
Lands Dep,;utmont. 

2\Ir. COSTELLO: Ho would bow to the 
ruling of the Chair and rescrye his re1narks 
on this question to a later stage. 

J\Tr. FLETCHER (I'ort Cu1·tis) endorsed 
the remarks which had been made with 
reference to the policy of the department in 
Tegard to forestry. The policy of the depart­
ment in this re;pect was most creditabll'. 

1920-3 Q 

but it was not on a sufficiently larg<e scale. 
It was only in its infancy, but the Govern­
ment could not do things in too big a way 
in connection with rcafforestation, and the 
buildmg up of forests for use in the future. 
They should be planting the timber faster 
than they wore using it, because it took a long 
time for timber to grow. They must look 
to. the future if they wanted to develop 
th1s country as it should be developed. He 
hoped the Minister would do all he could 
to press forward with this work. He noticed 
there had been an increased revenue from 
the Forestry Department last year of £30,000. 
He thought that arw monov derived from 
the Forestry Departn1ent sh~uld be spent in 
that -department. A complaint had been made 
to him that the smaller sawmills and smaller 
people interested 'in the timber business did 
not get the same_ opportunity as the bigger 
sawmJ!Is of securmg tJmber; they were out­
bJd every time when the timber was put up 
at auction. He hoped the department would 
sec that the smaller man had that oppor­
tunity. It was the dutY of tho Government 
to help the small man to advance and he 
thought the Minister would be f~vourable 
to that course. 

He al,o wanted to make a few remarks 
with regard to the prickly-pear problem, 
which was of such great importance to 
Queenslal1d. He knew it was a most difficult 
thing to eradicate, but the Government 
should take steps to see that it did not 
spread. any further. On the big holdings 
on whJCh the pear was only just starting, 
the lessees should be compelled to clear it 
and keep the land clt•ar. That could be 
done. and it was not being done. Some 
lessees kept th0ir land clear, but others did 
not. That was not right. The further it 
~pread .. th<; greater would. be the difficulty 
m erad1catmg 1t. Hn was mterested in being 
shmYn some insects with which Mr. Temple 
Clerk . was experimenting. He was very 
sangmne of success. Whether his experi­
ments w.ere su~cessful or not, they should go 
on exponn1enting, and exhaust every means 
until some solution of the problem was found. 
He was pleased to see that the Government 
were collaborating with the Commonwealth 
in the endeavour to find some solution. 

There was another small matter with which 
he wished to deal, and yet it was a big 
matter. \Vithin the last month or so he had 
had brought under his notice two instances 
of persons holding land of such an inferior 
qualitY that thoy could not get anv advance 
from tho Government. It was w1-ong that 
thf, Government should cut up land and 
allow people to take it up on selection. when 
it was not fit for selection. and not good 
<'no~lgh to justify the Government ad,-ancing 
on 1t. The impcctors, who Yiewed this land 
with the object of deciding whether an 
advance sbonld be mR,de. reported that it 
was of such inferior quality that the men 
could not rnakc a succE;:;s of it. Those men 
who had been given such land should be 
recompensed by being given better land. 
They had plenty good la,nd in the State 
"\Vithout cutti1Jg up- in small areas inferior 
land on which men '' onld be ruined. He 
hoped the Minister would remedy the matter. 

On the prcYious dav he had dealt with the 
big problem of overcoming droughts. He 
wanted to deal with the question now from 
the standpoint of the Lands Department. 
HP want 0 d to deal with selections around 
'fYinton, Longreach, Hughenden, Richmond-

Jrfr. Fletcher.] 
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all that vast area of country compnsmg 
sc,·cral thousand square miles of probably 
the very best sheep I and they had in the 
State. It was most remarkable country, and 
would be a revelation to anyone who had not 
had the opvortunity of passing through it. 
It \Yas all open downs, undulating plains, 
with little patches of broken timber here and 
there. and in a good season vvas grassed with 
Mitchcll and Flinders gras ·OS, and herbage 
which gn'w to a height of <tbout 18 inches 
-ono thick caqwt of it-suitable for the 
very best hac·making. Of recent years 
hundreds of selections had been opened up in 
that country, varying in size from about 
5.000 acres to 12.000 acres, according to the 
(]ualit:r of the land. For those selections 
there had been hundreds of applicants. 

At twenty minutes to 12, o'clock a.m., 
:\'Ir. F. A. COOPER. ono of the Temporary 

Chairmen, look the chair. 

J\11'. FLRTCHER (continuing): It would 
Yar.v from 20 to 1,500 applicants for r,'1ch 
block, and a Y01'Y small proportion indeed 
of thooe people were satidied. Only a few 
peopk succc,,ded at the ballot, the great 
majority ]wing disappointed. and after trying 
again rrnd again, the~~ (•vcntua11y gave up in 
disgnst. Those men who were disappointed 
\verc 1no-st ~uitablc as settlers. Thev \Vrrc 
usually small men who had gained their 
experience on the stations. Some> of those 
rucn \Yho were successful hr:td sufficient rrlutns 
to adc<Juately stork the blocks the:; drew; 
otlwrs had snfficient ba.cking behind them to 
enable them to stork their blocks; others had 
snfficient 111ean•, only to partially stock up, 
,,,hile others again ha·d insuffiei0nt ntcans, and 
they let the country out on agj::-tr11ent. If 
there was no demand for agistment country. 
the; went out to work, and held the land 
unt~1 thci r residential or other conditions were 
fulfilled. and then sold. 

Thf' SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: I sup­
pose you kno\\· it is illegal to let country 
on agistment before the tenant obtains a 
lease without the pNmission of the Minister. 

J\h. FLETCHRR: He was dealing with 
selections taken np under old conditions as 
\Yell as those taken up under the later con· 
ditions. The I and in those selections was not 
being made full use of on account of the 
area being too large in many instances fDr 
the men to operate them to the fullest 
extent, taking into regaxd the conservation 
of fodder. The whole of that vast area of 
country in an average sea~on vvas ('5tin1at0d 
to carry abol!t one- sheep to three acres, but 
in a season like the present it would carry 
one and a-half to two sheep to the acre. 
But in a ·drought season it would not carry 
morP than ono sheep to 10 acre•,. The 
selectors wMe afraid of droughts, and only 
stocked lightly, so that the losses would not 
be too great when they had a bad season. 
Kotwithstanding the fact that there had 
been Yast resumptions and many selections 
taken up, the number of sheep in Queensland 
had declined since 1910 by 3,000.000. That 
had not occurred through exporting ,beep, 
as their exports had been at the lowest 
possible ebb. It '"as simply on account of 
droughts that the sheep had died. The.Y 
wanted to n1inimisc those lo 9 -ses as much a.s 
possible. 

l\1r. PAYNE: And losses through the dogs 
and taxes. 

:\1r. FLRTCHER: The dogs and foxes 
onlv accounted for a very small percentage 
of the losses as compared· with the droughts. 

[Mr. Fletcher. 

Something should be done to overcome those 
losses, so that they should instead be exported, 
and thus help to make for permanency 
of employment. They might have a season 
,,·hen they would have to export sheep 
in fairly large numbers, and then they did 
no rnore exporting for thrc(-:! years, and dur­
iHg that time the n1cn. enga.ged in the indus­
trv had to search for work elsewhere. Thev 
\Y~nted to stabilise the industry as much a's 
po~~-.ible. In a season like the pnlsent, three 
parts or· more of the grass went to waste. 
It \Yould dr:; up, and in ::"\ owmbcr big fires 
would go through the country, and then, if 
they got a sparse rainfall, the grass did not 
grow sufficiently well to carry the stock 
through the next sea.(;"on, and there were 
he a YY- losses. v\'hen they had a g·ood season 
like thee' had at pn.sent, tlwy should lay a 
foundation by consf'rving fodder, and ho 
would likP the Minister to mnko a start in 
that clin•ction. He n'rog-nisNl that you had 
to make a start in (~vorythlng, as you could 
not gd the fullest rf'sults all at one('. The 
l\1itchell gra"scs and Flinders grasses out 
there made splendid hay. He had ceen a 
dnck of hay re1nain for bvelYe years, a.nd 
then "'C'n hOi'ses fattened on it and cattle 
kept in good condition, and that could be 
done throughout that countr:; if they had 
tlw moans to do it. Nature had been most 
la Yish, antl had giYon them a great heritage 
in this country, but it had left them certain 
thing::) to do. It ''"as necessary to in1prove 
the position, as N aturo would not do every­
thing. There had born no comcryation of 
fodcler in those parts owing to the fact that 
the areas "\.Ycre so lr.rge that the 1e~,sees 
could n1ake sufficic,nt 1noney during a good 
season to tide them over the losses in a drv 
E=cnsoD. Then there '\vas the question o~f 
labour. Tbev had to trv and overcome that 
difficulty. iio would ~nggest that if the 
Minister made a resumption of. say, 20.000 
acres jn a suitable area jn that Downs coun~ 
try) in~tead of Cl!tting it jnto t\YO or thrco 
blol'kf', if it were cut into eight, ten, or 
twc]ye blocks of 2,000 or 2.500 acres, accord­
ing to quality, "'-"ith p(~rn1ancnt water on it, 
tht't'e or four blocks could be so arranged 
that the stock could water there. If no per· 
manent water, they would have to put down 
one or two bort's, w,hich would meander in 
their flow throuo:h the countrv. and the blocks 
could be BO arranged that the stock could aJl 
water from those bores. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : How 
many sheep would 2,000 acres carry? 

:\1r. FLRTCHER: If the Minister waited 
he would see what he meant. The grc,at point 
\Ya~ that the people with small areas could 
con::::erYc fodd('r according to the :;:cason. In 
a good sca~on they cou1d conserYC a large 
quantity, and a lPsser quantity in less bounti­
ful sca~on; in a fair season th0"' n1ight get 
through without using any, and in a bad 
season they would have to rely on the 
6tocks which they had accumulated dur­
]ng tho good seasons. Son1eone tnight say 
that the labour difficultv \\·as going to be 
very great, hut, the blocks being close 
together, they C{lUid help one another; lhev 
would also probably help to employ the 
'arrw labour. and instt·"lcl of the labour 
boing non1adir, it would be }1L'rn1ancnt, 
because the different work \Yould happen 
at different seasons. Shearing, lamb mark· 
lng, fencing and general \York, and harveqt­
ing would all come at different times, so 
that the men could be k(ept in permanent 
work. The,· could be given the very best 
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housi11g conditions, and, if ne-cessary, there 
could b2 profit &haring. Regarding the 
quantity of sheep which those blocks would 
f'alT,Y, they would hayo to start at a lovv 
level and gradually work up according to 
the amount of fodder they conserved. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'UBLIC LAXDS : \Vhat 
would be the utmost limit? 

Mr. FLETCHER: It depended on the 
quantity of fodder consenecl. That was a 
question for the department to decide. 'l'hey 
had an inexhaustible supply of water in 
that country, and if they had fodder con­
SPl'Yation they could carry infinitely rnorc 
sheep to the acre than at present. The 
carryiug eapac1ty could be increased, and 
gradLwlly they would be able to adyance 
in other directions. Stock would fatten 
better in omallcr areas than on the big 
areas, and · ·-ould probably 1uake the industry 
different frmn what le wa.s at pre::;mlt. 
\Yhen the :\Iinistcr for Lands considered 
the great waste of fodder that occurred year 
after vear; when he remcrnbered those Yast 
plains~ containing n1illions of arrc, of beauti­
ful grass, could he irnagin(~ that nature 
intended tha.t it should go to >Yaste! Ho 
(Nlr. Fletchcr) consic\en•d it \\US wroug 
altogether, and he suggested that the best 
way \\'a~ to JiYicle UI' one resun1ptiou to 
SCP ho'"- it would work. The G-oYern1nent 
might ha YO to pro vi do the Yl'ry heo,t hanc·,t­
ing itnplenwnts at a nOininal cost. or they 
wollld, perhap•', haye to proYido them free 
to the clt;do!'s for a trial. Th('V could 
carry lllOl'e slu:c'p in the ~.maller a"reus by 
baYing the a~surancc of fodder. Fodder 
was the trouble. If the Gm·c•rmncnt did as 
hf~ suggested, they \Voulcl Uc n1aking for 
pcrnH1ncncy of occupation in the n1cat 
industry and throughout the whole country. 
Iu -would be just a start. Like everything 
else, they ha,d to start somewhere to make 
the vvholP of their iudustries 1nore pennaneut, 
and to stabilisP them so that the\' would 
ad \'UlJCC' insu•ad of getting to a pZJint and 
then receding. They would also be encourag­
ing the sn1all nutn. because the s1naller men 
would be able to start on thosc blocks. Thcv 
would be able to settle more men on the 
land and make it plcasanter and mora 
sociable to go to those far distant parts 
than on the larger areas at· great distances 
from the railway. lie had had some prac­
tical experience in this business, and had 
thought over the matter for a long time ; 
and he believed it would be a success. 
JH'OYided the inspector placed in charge of 
the work had his heart in it. Once the 
scheme had a start it could be gradually 
extended to the larger runs. He submitted 
the suggestion to the House because he 
Yiewed the matter with great seriousness 
He asked the prnious day that a Royal 
Commission should be appointed to inquire 
into the host means of combating droughts, 
so that they could lay something like a 
solid foundation on which they could build 
in the future. They must haYe a big popu­
lation in Queensland if they were to hold 
the country, and they were not going to get 
a big population of millions in the country 
unless they stabilised their industries. 

l\Ir. POLLOCK (Grcuory): The hon. mem­
ber for Port Curtis stated that droughts had 
been the canse of the decline in the number 
of sheep in Queensland. He was not of that 
opinion. His Yiew was that the cause of the 
decrease in the number of sheep was to be 
found in dingoes and the blowfly. In the 

Hughenden and \?l'inton districts, of which 
the hon. member spoke, a large number of 
holdings had got rid of their sheep, and 
\\Pl'l' now stocking only cattle-not because 
of the drought, but because of the posts he 
mentioned. He was refprring particularly 
to the eountrv 011 the Prairie and Torrens. 
Creek, and a olarge tract of the surrounding 
country which was infested with dingoes. 
The sa me remark applied to the country in 
the \Vinton and Doulia districts, whore some 
of the be'",t lands in Queensland were located. 
A deputation of pastoralists in his district 
had approached him with regard to a pro­
poca! to erect another rabbit fence to cope 
with tlw eYil, which was met with in the 
country from Boulia to the border, and from 
the border back to Kynuna and vVinton. 
\Yhilc he was willing to' give the hou. mem­
!Jor for J'ort Curtis credit for introducing 
to thP House new ideas which might help 
thP pwgress of Queensland, he was afraid 
that tho idea mentioned that morning was 
not a new idea. The Inatter had been 
under discussion fm· many years in the West. 
\\'hil<' he had nut condemned the proposal, 
he did not soe how it WltS going to prove 
successful, becanse the country in the YJ:itchell 
and Flinder,, districts was, not sufficiently 
even to enable a reaping rrut<'.hinp to be 
employed to get the fodder off the land. 

:\Ir. FLETCHEH: At RodneY Downs you will 
sec doze-ns of stacks of fodder of lOO tons 
each. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: Of J\Iitchell grass? 
:\Ir. FLETCHER: Yes. 
]\[r. POLLOCK: In the Gregory district 

they h<Kl so far not boon able to discover any 
in\~ention \vhich \'~:ould cna,ble lc"'secs to reap 
the Mitchcll grass. The country there w<<S 
~o uneven that there '"as no reaping rnachine 
which could be employed to reap tho Mitchell 
grass in ~,nfficiently large quantities. and at 
a Sllfficiently !cm- price. :'dr. Campbcil, wh0 
1vas n 1nan of considerable eapi_J·al, and v, as 
prepared to sink a nun1ber of bores. l'.ron-s to 
Carandotta to experirnPnt in conserying 
fodder. bnt so far he had not made a succ0ss 
of it though Carandotta had some of the 
hest Mitchcll-gTah.•'·d countr:<- to be found 
in vV estern Queensland. It was equa ll,T as 
good country in that respect as tho country 
around Hughcnden and vVinton, but the 
ground was of such an uneven nature that 
if a man wished to go in for fodder con­
servation, he would have to cut tho grass 
with a reaping hook, and he did not sec how 
fodder coneerya tion could be made a success 
nnder such conditions. But the real trouble 
in those districts wa·,, the dingo. A large 
numher of lessees in the vViuton, Prairie, 
and Torrens Creek districts had gone out 
of business ae producers of wool and 
raisers of sheep, and had turned their 
attention to the breeding of cattle. Men 
who had been a lifetime in the business, 
and knew all there was to be known a bout 
pastoral work, had not so far been able to 
devise any remedy to cope with the cxcessiYe 
number of dingoes. Some person' were of 
opinion that fencing might meet the diffi­
culty, but fencing \Yas an expensive proposi­
tion, as it would cost well over £100 per mile 
to erect dog-proof fences, and there was no 
prospect of getting it done at a cheaper rttte 
iu the near future. Posts in those districts wNe 
verv scarce, and it was not at all probable 
that the remedy of fencing would be rPsortod 
to. The only other process of getting rid 
of the dingoes that had been tried so far 
was that of scalping, and scalpers were not 

jJf r. Polloci'.;. J 
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receiving very much encouragement. The 
result was that the country was literally 
overrrun with dingoes, while blowflies had 
been the cause of the death of countless 
thousands of lambs. He had been a consider­
able time in the vYc·,t, but he must CDnfess 
that he had no idea as to how to get rid of 
this dc,tructive pest, and did not know any 
method that was likely to be successful. 
He believed that if the Dingo Board would 
give fairer treatment to the scalpers they 
would get more scalps. He did not wish 
to refer to the action of a certain person 
in Boulia representing the Dingo Board 
who had prevented a scalper in the district 
from receiving payment for fifty scalps that 
he had collected; but he would suggest that 
when dingo boards proposed to refuse 
payment to a man for any scalps collected, 
they "hould be compelled to pwve. before 
they refused paym,ent, that the scalper did 
not get those dingoes in Queensland. It 
was not a matter that closely affected the 
Lands Departrnent, but it was a matter 
that affected the lands of the State. That 
man McCaw, of Urandangie, had gone out 
and spent a considerable amount of time 
in collecting fifty dingo scalps; and, after 
getting those scalps and sending them in 
to the Boulia Dingo Board, the board 
refused payment on the ground that. in 
their opinion, the dingoes were killed in 
J'\orthern Territory. The man had no 
opportunity of pro;-ing that he got the 
dingoes in Queensland, and his only remedy 
was to sue the board fDr the recovery of 
£50 for the scalps. The onus should be 
on the dingo board of proving that the 
scalps were obtained outside their own dis­
trict or outside Queensland before they 
could refuse payment, and he hoped an 
amendment of the Act in that direction 
would be made before long. 

Mr. C'ORTELLO: They could collect scalps 
from anyone and any·wherc. 

l'.fr. POLLOCK: If cnCDuragement was 
not given to scalpers they would not stick 
at the game. 

:'11r. COSTELLO : But we must protect the 
taxpayers. 

::\fr. POLLOCK: They must protect thP 
taxpayers, but the onus of proof that the 
scalps were not obtained in the district 
should be on the board. A scalpcr had to 
go into a given area, and no one 1night see 
him for two or three months; and when 
he came back with his scalps surely he was 
entitled to paymeut, or at least the onm of 
proof that the scalps had not bcocn obtained 
in the district should be on the bc·ard. 17n­
lcss that was done, there would be consider­
able difficulty in getting rid of dingoes. 
Each pastoral lecsee in the board's area was 
taxed, and the Gov0rnn1cnt g-aYe a. certain 
subsidy to pa:;· for scalps caught in the area. 
If dingoes were not caught in the area and 
the board had b pay for those scalps. it 
was obYious that the taxpayers ,:~:ere being 
unduly taxed in having to pay for dingoes 
that wore caught outside their area. and the 
taxpayer would have a justifiable grieYance; 
but he should be compelled, thmugh his 
representatives on the board. to prove that 
the scalps were not obtained in the district 
before taking the broad out of the scalper's 
mouth. In aln1ost every instance the n1anager 
of a station was a receiver of scalps under 
thP board, and the sc<tlps that he spoke of 
were received by the manager of either 
Walgera or Carandotta, which was situated 

[Mr. Pollock. 

in the Boulia Dingo Board district, but the 
manager said that thev came from Northern 
Territory 60 or 70 miles away. He hoped 
that the Minister would introduce an amend­
ment that would throw the onus of proof 
or, the dingo board. 

A matter that he was more vitallv con­
curned in than the conservation of "fodder 
was the opening up of land for selection. 
He was not going to indulge in any captious 
criticism of th<1 department, but he would 
like to get some information from the 
Minister. He had compiled the follDwing 
list of stations, mainly in Gregory North 
district and Gregory South district, that were 
due for resumptions during 1920, 1921, and 
1922:-

THJ' GREGORY ELECTORATE. 

Compilell from the " Queensland Statutes," 
Vol. IX., 1016. 

I 
Area. 

1

1 Rent I Lease 
~q. per. '""l· Expires. 

miles. mile. 
·------ ----~----~----

Name of Holding. 

1 I S. d. 

Gregory North Di,trict. 
Amarn 635 3 0 
Coorabulka 1,521 ·1 11 
Coorahullm Sm;th 57 5 0 
Currawilla 1,119t 6 0 
Glengylt" 1,00St 5 5 
Hcrbert Downs · 1,69H 5 0 
Ingledoon West 174 8 6 
KaliduwanT 800 2 11 
l\Iarion Do,\rns 1,181 i 6 6 
J\.:lonkira 1,3~H 7 0 
J\Ionnt, ~1erlin 1,067 I 6 1 
Palparara 2,560! 5 7 
S1ndringha1n 2,397 3 0 
Springwile 1,351~'t 6 7! 

Kennedy North Di·+trict. 
Amarra 67 12 0 
River View 8 40 0 
Glenrock 3:2~ :il 0 
1\'Iilwarpa 29 30 0 
Powlathnnga sO~t}J 20 20 0 

Cook D1:strict. 
Gambool:t 
The Springs 

.. .. 
1
, 4401 I 1 7 n 

2G 20 0 

Gregory South District. 
1\Iooraberrie J04a I 
M:ornev Plains 1 1,32~t 
;)fount Leonard. 886~ 5 
Naryilco n.t-:2~ 1 7 
Yanco ~·1:2 I 7 

Coolullah 
Donor's Hills 
Edithville 
Jenny Do\VllN 
Pompaei 
Vena Park 
Woondoola 
Coolibah 
Rocklaucls 

Bengegang 
Ingle Downs 
Stephenton 

Bontk·e n;'{trict. 
31c• ZI 
:135 24: 
100 17 
H'l 23 

63 ~:) 
2.SO{· J 7 

84 2~ 
5:2} 100 

1,056 

Leichhardt District. 

.... 

1

1 1~1 1 n 
1:21 J 26 

Darling Don•ns D'istri~'t. 

7t 
8! 
7 
() 

6 

7', 
3 
6 
8 
8 
() 

8 
8 
It 

6 
G 
8 

Ball on 1G} I 30 0 

1022 
1922 
1921 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1921 
1922 
1921 
1922 
1922 

1920 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1922 

1922 
1922 

1922 
1922 
1921 
10n 
1921 

19'!.0 
1920 
HJ20 
lOcO 
1920 
1920 
1920 
1!l21 
1922 

1\l20 
1920 
1920 

1921 

The resumable areas comprieed a tremen­
dous area of country that ought to be opened 
up for wlection. 

Mr. CosTELLO: \Vhat areas should they be 
cut up into? 
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Mr. POLLOCK : He would be quite frank 
about it; he <lid not know. There were 
portions of the land-for instance, land in 
and aroqnd Hughenden and Richmond-that 
had permanent water, and would require 
very little expenditure on the part of the 
incoming: selector. It could be very easily 
opened up at very small expense, and 4,000 
or 5,000 acres should be sufficient to enable 
an ordinary selector to make a decent living. 
There were other portions of the country 
down tm>ards Bcdourio and Boulia where 
probably 60,000 acres would be required. 
He had no prejudices in the matter, but he 
knew that in many of those places, where 
the ground was partially sandy, where there 
was a good deal of \Yasto country, and where 
there was only a. very small proportion of 
Mitchell and Flinders grass, it would require 
a Yery much larger area to cna ble a n1an to 
make a decent living than on countrY that 

as exceptionally ,,ell grassc.d with Mitchcll 
and Flinders grass and that had permanent 
vvater. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: The survevs would 
ha vc to be Yery carefully carried o'ut. 

'Mr. POLLOCK : The department usually 
relied on th0 adYice of responsible experts, 
and, as a rule, a. fair thing was done in the 
divi~ion. Rut a scket0r who took up 60,000 
acres of poor country would have to be 
fmanced by someone unlcess he had from 
£5,000 to £10,000 of his own. The or-dinary 
selector wa·" generally a poor man, and he 
would find it vcrv difficult to make a success 
on poor country· unless he ha-d from 40,000 
to 60"000 acres, as he would ha. ve to conduct 
boring operations, fence his land, put up a 
homestead, and buy stock before he col!ld 
earn one penny. Where there was perm~nent 
water, which obviated the necessity of going 

to any expanse in boring, a 
[12 noon] selector could make a success on 

a smaller area. all round. He 
wanted to know what the Minister for Public 
Lands intond!'d doing with that country? 
He did not say that it was all ready for 
re3umption; but one-fourth of it was, and in 
some cases one-half of it would soon be due 
for resumption. He would like to see all 
that country opened up, as it would mean a 
considerable increase in revenue for the 
GoYernmcnt. A holding· like Amaru paid 
something like 3". per square mile, and if it 
were cut l\P into grazing selections the 
Government would receive four or five times 
that amount in rent. The rent had not been 
reappraised on most of these areas, and 
the incoming selector could afford to pay a 
much bigger rental than was paid at the 
pi'csent time. If he were to read out the 
rentals paid by these big runs, it 'vould proYo 
the greatest justification that oyer existed for 
passing the Land Act which hon. members 
opposite were pleased to refer to as repudia­
tion. Coorabulka holding contained 1.520 
square rniks. and paid a rental of 4s. lld. 
per square mile. There were others \vith 
a.rcas of 800 S(lUarc miles which paid a rental 
of fro.m 2s. lld. up to 24s. and 50s. per square 
mile. That was totally inadequate. 

Mr .. JONES: A lot of that countrv is not 
worth 4d. per mile. " 

Mr. POLLOCK : A lot of the country was 
worth ml!ch more than was charged for it 
at present, as some of it was equal to the 
good country near Winton. and Hughenden, 
where the rental on selectiOns was over £5 
per square mile. In his opinion, the Lands 

Department could do with an overhauling in 
ono direction at ]cast, and that was in the 
direction of securing reports frmn its officers. 
He (Mr. Pollock) had numerous complaints 
from different p0rsons about dummying. He 
admitted that dummying was one of the 
hardest things to have to prove, but when 
one wont to the Lands Department with a. 
grieYance about dum1nying, he \Vas always 
referred to the Land Commissioner or land 
ranger for the district. He was not going 
to cast any aspersions on the land rangers, 
but he was conYinced that the department 
should haYe one or two reliable men who 
could go out to the places he referred to and 
make a report independent of the Land C~m­
missioner or ramser as to whether dummymg 
was taking place or not. He was satisfied 
that in certain parts of the Gregory elec­
turatc, during past years, dumn1ying was 
being carried on in such a 'vay that son1e of 
the Lands Office officials must haYe known of 
it, if they had not been asle~p or worse. It 
must have gone on \nth their knowledge, If 
not with their connivance. He was not 
blaming the Minister for Public Lands for 
that. He recognised, also, that they must 
have a. body of rangers who were free from 
graft and corruption; but the incentive was 
there for the men who owned the largo 
holrlinP"R tn "smuHP" t.hP nffif'i::JlR not tn 
make ~ report t~ their detriment. Although 
he did not blame the Minister for that. he 
certainly blamed the depar!,ment for not 
having independent persons to go out to 
these places and ma.ko an independent report 
and s·ee 'vhat 'vas going on under the adminis­
tration of the Land Commissioners and land 
rangms. Ho did not intend any reflection on 
the Lands Department officials in his elec­
torate, but, in order to 'top the scandal from 
going on, he would like to see other men get 
an opportunity of n1aking a. r~port. He 
knew that, boiled down. it came to the same 
thing-that if they sent an independent man 
out· they would ha vc to rely on his honesty 
just as they hac\ to rely on the hon<>sty of 
the land officials. He hoped the Minister 
would give some attention to the matters he 
had referred to, particularly that of dum.my­
ing, and see if he could discover dun1mying 
where it was believed to exist. He knew 
that one or two cases that were brought 
before the department were submitted to tht' 
La·nd Commissioner and land ranger. He 
thought, perhaps. they might get a man out 
of the Criminal Investigation Branch to 
make an inquirv, and it would be for the 
benefit of the officials. the department, and 
ev0ryono else. 

:VH. G ILDA Y: 11r. Chairman. he had no 
intention of stonewalling the vote, but he 
would like to refer to some of the matters 
mentioned bv the hon. member for Port 
Curti". The ·hon. member for Gregory men­
tioned a. number of holdings that were falling 
due for re,.umption within the next two 
years. It would be a good thing for the 
State to cut up some of those holdings and 
provide closer settlement. He (:Mr. Gilday) 
had travelled over the whole of Queensland 
cluring the ]act five vears. At one time he 
thought that grazing selections should not 
be more than 5,000 acres each block, but 
he had come to the cone! usion that larger 
a re as were needed in many cases in order 
to be prodl!ctive. In many parts of the 
\Vestern country the small grazier could not 
make a fair Jiying on 5,000 acres. and there 
were other parts of Queenslan-d where it 

Mr. Gilday.} 
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would take lOO square miles of country for 
a selector to tnake a living. Owing to the 
elimatic conditions. the raising of cattle 
could not be carried on succPssfully year after 
_ycai\ and thP growers would have to contend 
"·ith bad conditions 'ometinws. There was 
no doubt that if th0v divided the large 
pastoral holdings into' smaller areas then 
thcv would n1ak0 progresa in Queensland, 
ancf thev would n-reatlv increase their herds. 
The grUzing :wlc~tors ;hould go in more for 
the comening of fodder. One of the greatest 
sto('k-raisers in Queensland, the late lion. 
J arncs Tvson. alwa.ys ,nutrlc provision for bad 
~easons. u People used to laqgh at hirn when 
they saw the large stacks of grass that he 
had tored up for n1any years. but they can1e 
in verv hanclv >vhen thev wcre wanted. J\llr. 
Tvson V was orlc of thP nlcnePrs in tho catt1e­
r;:{i'"ling indnstr!-, ancr he had sho:,-n the 
pa,toraliRt >Yhat should be done rn that 
n ~pcct. 1'ho:"c Pngagcd in the pastoral Indus­
trv \Ycrc a!·wa~·s asking that the Govcrrnnent 
sl;ould do all "claescs of work for them, but 
there \':as no incJu,tr:v in QuC>ensland that 
had done so well during the last seYen or 
eight yt!ars as the pa~toral industry. 

Mr. FLETCHER: \Ye are not '"king thPm to 
do it. 

l\Ir. CTLDAY: According to the hon. mem­
ber's speech, such things ~hould bo done. lie 
did not know \Yhere it \Yotdd eud. SoHw of 
the industries in the towns passc>d through 
bad tin1es, and he rnight use thP nrgumt~nt 
that some of them should be snboid,ed by 
the Govcrnrncn t. 

\ good deal had been said with rega.rd to 
the alleged repudiation _'\.et. H'orc JH"O[ll'rl\ 
termed the Pastoral Leases Act Amendment 
Act. He dre\Y the attention of hon. ITlCITl­

bers to the fact that section 114 of thf' 
ComrnmnYcalth Co!1st!tution providccl-

" A State shall not, withclLlt the consent 
of the ParlianH~nt of the ConltllO"l.J.Wf'e:dth, 
rai,:c o:r H!.a.i11ta111 any nav<Jl o:t· militar,v 
foru:, or i1nposc~ any~ tax on property of 
an,y kind belonging to _lhc Con1n1nn­
wealth. nor sh-dt the: Comn1ou .. :oa1th 
imnosc' tax on property of any kind 
belonging the State." 

The Commomycalth Gon,rnment had la'ced 
the lea~cholds belonging to the State: iu 
fact had raised n1ore tnone,· frorn thPnl than 
tho State had got in rents, but hon. mem­
bers opposite did not raise the cr0' of 
repudiation or say one word an:ainst the 
Commonwealth. The Labour party had be.n 
the protectors of the s1nall grazier ever since 
thcv had been a partv, wherea.s hon . .nJem­
bers opposite were at" the beek and call of 
the big pastoralist. In 1902-and he hap­
pened to be in the game at the time and 
knew a good deal about the prices obtained 
by pastoralists-woo1 was 4d. per lb. and cattle 
£1 15s. per head. In those days pastorahsts 
did not make the huge profits tbey made 
to-day, hut there was no doubt they got a 
living from the land thev occupied. There 
was then no limitation on the Land Court 
in respect to pastoral rents. In 1905, when 
the limitation was imposed, wool was 4~d. 
per lb., and cattle £2 per head. Compare 
those figures with 28ld. per lb. for wool and 
£16 per head for cattle in 1917. Sur ,ly to 
goodness there was nothing wrong with ask­
ing men who were getting those prices to 
pay a little more towards the revenue of 
the State. Furthermore, he found that rents 
paid by the squatters and the selectors on 
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the r0sumed portions of the holdings men­
tioned were respectivcly­

l'astorat 

\Yolltown 
Landsdowno 
2'\ivo Downs 
Ca1nbridge Do\Yns 
Alice Downs 
Tocal 

Lrst-ecs. 
Hd. 
l;J:d. 
ld. 
1d. 
l~d. 
ld. 

Gra7ing 
: t>lectors. 

6d. 
3d. 
3d. 
3d. 
3d. 
3d. 

Thcv found that untler· existing custom-for 
it w:t.s onl::< a cu.--itoln-the squatter was n1ak­
ing largo ".Un1s of n1onPy, and yet was paying 
,·cry small rentals in comparison with the 
grazing selector. The tntal incon1et;:, of 
individual pastoralists-not cotnpanie::;-in 
the successi Ye years n1entioned were as 
follow:-

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 

£ 
2,191.405 
3,382.651 
3,628,461 
4,683,043 

Those figure" shm,-ed an increase of £2,500,000 
dnring the period from 1915-18, and yet they 
had hon. members opposite criticising the 
GovernnHmt for passing one of the 1nost 
hunutne pi(~CPS of legislation GV{)l' pa~sed, 
which merely asked those gentlemen to pay 
a little more towards the revenue of the 
State. The time, hac! arrived when the 
people of Queensland should und<>rstand the 
position in regard to the "\et, and he was 
Ratisficd that they "-ould realise the necessity 
for it. 

A lot had been said about the burden of 
le1 xation. and he had f1gurcs \\hi eh showed 
thut although there ~.">'<1 1'0 approxln1atc:J.\ a, 
little m-er 400.000 electors on the rolls in 
Queensland. 375,0(10 paid no tax at a.ll. Of 
the rernaindcr, the a\'erage tuxation of the 
nu1nbcrs of persons specified \Ya~ as 
followo :-

14.000 
4,650 
3.000 
2.500 

13 

£ 8. d. 
0 17 0 
4 7 9 

10 3 1 
84 0 0 

3,291 6 0 
\rhat was wrong '\Yjth that so far as the 
small rnan \YRS c,oncerncd? 

The Labour Govcrnrnent had done n1oro 
for land settlement than any other Govern· 
ment. Once of the best pieces of legislation 
C\rer enarted in Australia \Yas the laud tax 
introduced bv the Fisher Government for 
thr purpose Of smas.hjng large unproduc_tive 
holdmgs. He adnutted that nmn:- tlnngs 
should be done in the interests of land settle­
ment, but the:v had to come by evolution-:­
gracluall!·· To get the best results from then 
land it was nccPssarv to have \Vater conserYa­
tion and irri ~at ion , and there was no doubt 
that the Gov~rnme'nt were doing everything 
in that direction that the available money 
would permit. He desired to pay a tribute 
of apprPciation to the late L:nder Secretar;. 
for Lands, J\h. Gordon Graham, whose good 
work in the capacity of Under Secretary 
tlwy all realised, and to wish him great 
snccess in the future. He was pleased that 
:\1r. Board had been appointed Under Secre­
tary. Although he had not had a great deal 
to do with the Lands Department. he had 
ah> ays received the utmost courtesy and 
civili't:v from the officials. It was not beca.use 
the Minister for Lands happened to be a 
colleague of his, but he could honestly say 
that the Minister had at all ti,mes, while 
in that office done his utmost for land 
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.. ettlcmcnt. He had heard it stated in many 
part' of Queensland \Yhere ho harl travelled 
that the Minister had done eyerythiug he 
possibly could to develop the Strrtc in con· 
noction with land settlement. He thought 
that, b,- taking the Forestry Department 
oyer. the Lands Department were doing a 
good thing. He was satisfied that ,a lot of 
the criticisrn of hon. nwrnbE:,rs opvosito '\Va~ 
not conscientious. and that thov did not 
really rnean in- a sense \Yhut "they said, 
LL•causo many of th0m, particularl} the new 
rnmnLcrs, must rea.1lse that the whole ain1 
and object of the Government was to 
encourage the small settler to 1nakc a liYing 
Dll the land. 

The 'I'B:v1POR.\R Y CliAIRJ\L\1\: I ha Ye 
been I istening to the dooato. and I ha vc 
bez•u of opinion, for su1nO little tin1e, that 
a discussion on the n1erits or dmnerits of 
h•vislrrtion in Committee of Suppl:· will be 
out of order. I find that "1\Iav" on page 
486 says- u 

" The action of a dopartn1ont is open 
to rlcbate, but the necc·~sity for legisla­
tion and n1attPrs inYoh·ing legislation 
cannot be discus·,,..:-tl in Conu1rittee of 
Supply." 

I ho1w that hon. nwml>crs will ohsern• that 
tht.' lllf>rits or d(_•n1erit~ of legislation canuot 
lw di~cus~r\d in Cornmitteo of Supply. 

:\Ir. S\YA Y="JE: Ho thought it was a 
rather late hour in the debate to giye such 
a deei::iion that. ~-\ftf~r all, the chief topic 
\Yhich had r1iscu8sed \Yas ]('gislation. 

ThP TK\!POR 'I.RY CH UR:\I \N: I ltln 

Ycry son·.v. but you caunot cliscnss it llO\Y. 

:\Ir. S\Y \ Y:\'E: It seemed hardh· fair to 
those' \Vho had something to say, ou that 
bul'uing qlH>tion of nrwrnployn1cnt \x:hich 
11.,, rife in Queensland to-day. 

The SECHETARY FOil PuBLIC LAXDS : 'What ! 

:\h. S\YAY1\"E: Thcv could not got loan 
n~orH:y ovYing to the aJJJ~cndruent of the Land 
.-\cr. Pcrhap'"· the \Yhole position, v. <-lS that 
Yt'l'Y large ~tuns of rnoncy ,~·ere lont i:1 
Great Britain to Queensland on the strength 
of the land legislation of QLlcensland. Of 
courH~. Parlian1ent was \Yithin its legal 
right~ in altering any A_ct which }t had 
p •ssPd. but tlwrc was such a thing as bonour. 

Tlw TE:\1PORAR Y CHAIRJYL\N: Order ! 
I hope the hou. m em her wili not discuss that 
(lUec;;;tion. 

:\Ir. S\\-AYNE: \',hen large sums of 
mom'\ had bo<•n invested in tho belief that 
the (2ueensland Legislative was honourable. 
he thought it put quit" a different. aspE'et 
on the subject. 

There was anothN matter which he wished 
to speak on in connection with land sott]e. 
lllont, and he would also incidontallv touch 
upon forestry. At thP back of his electorate, 
therr was a very large area~solnething like 
13.000 acres-designed, of rieh scrub land, 
which \\as 01ninently adallted for dair:Ying 
and fruitgrowing. \Yhcn this Govcrnn1ent 
took office that land was on the point of 
being settled by a group of dairymen from 
="Jew South \Vales. Owing to the change of 
policy in regard to land· tenure that settle­
ment fell tnrough. and Queensland lost a 
most desirable addition to its producen'. It 
came home to them liYing in that portion 
of the State most acutely, because, owing to 
the stoppage of shipping, the probability 
was that they would be without dairy 

products for some weeks. But for the mis­
taken polic,· of the department that area 
\Yould ~now be onc series of waYing fields of 
artifieial grassc, stocked by high-class dtliry 
herds suppl~·ing that portion of the State 
IYith butter. 

The SECHET.IHY FOR PUBLIC LA"DS: \Yhere 
is that·: 

~1r. S\Y AYNE: Ilo was talking of the 
Eungdla '1\,blcland. It was a splendid dis­
h·ict as far as dairy products were concerned, 
and ould han' rr•nderocl them inckpendent 
of the Southern States, and, therefore, the 
shipjling hold-np would not haYe affected 
them. Again, within the last fe,; months 
another effort had been made to settle that 
a rea, and nearly eyery block loft was applied 
for, nnd ar.:,<.tin dPscrt'--'d. The reason for the 
abandonrncnt was because the Forestry 
DPpartment had rosmvc·d at the front for 
fm"try ptuposes 3,000 odd acres out of 
the 13 .. 000 acn,s. They hac! done nothing 
to make mads through that H'''crvc to the 
a rea which was still open for settlemmtt, and 
the conscqwnc,c was that the pooplo who 
'' ont on the back blocks found that between 
this large area held by the ForP·;try Depart­
H!Cnt and their selections there \Yere no 
IT!C'alls of ontlct. 

The SECHETAllY FOR PuBLIC L I"DS: I sup· 
pose the~v al:"o found t hero was. a shire 
council th•re rhat would not keep that 
very r.'XpPnsive road in order. 

Mr. S\Y.'c Y:\'E: T'lH'Y found themselves 
cut off from the rest of the world by a belt 
of srruh throug·h \.'hich no n1eans of inlet 
were p•·o,·irlPcl.'. and that it was impossible 
to rarl·y on their setticrncnts; so the ho1c11ngs 
wnre a'gaid abandoned. It \Yas, of course, 
a matter of opi:rr:tion as to ·wbcthcr the an:~a 
of 3.000 a''res >vhich 'had l1een reserved 
shonld not be cleared and cut up into dairy 
fann-- or n1.aintrtincd as a StatL~ fnn;st. 11(' 
thou~ht hin1'elf that some other area should 
haYo' bPcn chosen as a State forest; but 
whcthPr that v n.s con·c-ct or not. a::; far as 
thP tuhnini~tration of the nr0a as a State 
fo.re..,t \Yas concerned. it \Vas a dead letter. 
It had bc1'1l locked up for f-iye or six years, 
and durim: that hnw it had blocked settle· 
mcnt "" th" arP.t behind. It was stated that 
it contained tho finest block of cedar that 
-.;ns ldt in Queensland, bnt ho Yery much 
doubt0d \YhPther the c0dar estinwtPd vvas 
there. It was absurd to think that the 
finest CPclur bc:lt in QuePnslaml was locked 
UJ1 in that s1nall area; but, if it was so, the 
ordinarv proredurf· in connection ·vi--ith 
forc-str\ should be followPcl, and tho trees 
that had attained their prin1e and vverc 
bcQ'inninv to decrry should bo marketed. 

The s;~HETARY ;OH PuBLIC LANDS : Is that 
a JlP\V \VaY \'OU haYO disCOYCl'f~d of having a 
road ma;le c up thcr0-that the Forestry 
DPnartmcnt with their 3.000 acrc>s shall 
mCli\:e a road, \d1ich your ,.:ouncil wants 
£20,000 for? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Sonwthing like £20,000 
had been spent in 1naking a road through 
the State forest. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LANDR: And 
thu shire council did Hot spend a dollar. 

Mr. SW A YNE: Because they deprived tho 
local authoritv of all reYemJe in connection 
with it. Thcv pair! no rates for the Stat8 
forests. The GoYernment had offered them a 
paltry grant of a few hundred pounds 
tmYa~ds keeping the ro<1d, and it was the 
final grant. In the course of years that 

Mr. SU'a.yne.] 
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would be a mere drop in the ocean as com­
pared with the cost of maintaining the road 
if ever they did go into that State 11 forest. 
He was not dealing with that particular 
question. What ho wanted to point out was 
that this land had been locked up for five 
years, and not a single stick of timber sold 

off it. Every year a cast should 
[12.30 p.m.] be made of what trees had 

reached maturity, in order that 
th0y could be sold. The public would derive 
the benefit, and they would be put to so.mc 
useful purpose. That had not been done. 
Anyone who wont there would see the trees 
rotting. Would it not be better to allow 
the people to have the b<mefit of the timber, 
especially when it was so scarce, than to 
allow 1t to decay? Every year the rot 
extended further. and more timber was lost 
Trees, like animals, reached their prime and 
then went into decay. It was a bad policy 
to allow valuable timber to rot. With regard 
to the high price of timber, he had a letter 
from the Marka\ Chamber of Commerce to 
which he wished to draw the Minister's 
attention. It was dated 4th November, and 
s1,d:cd-

" Herewith I beg to attach a copy of 
a letter sent to the Director of Forests 
with reference to the price of pine 
timber in our district. I think the text 
of the letter will fully explain our wants 
and I am instructed by my chamber t~ 
ask your good offices in approaching the 
Minister in having our requests acceded 
to. 

"As you will recognise, the prices 
named are beyond any hope of our local 
merchants being able to do business. 

" I have also 'ent a copy of my letter 
to Mr. \V. Forgan Smith, M.L.A., and 
would ask your co-operation." 

The letter to the Director of Forests was as 
follows:-

" The following matter was brought 
fcnvard at the usual meeting of the 
aboYc chamber last week, and I am 
instructed _to bring the matter under your 
notH·e w1th a view of favourable 
consideration. 

" The prices or royalty fixed for pine 
timber at the following places are as 
follo11s :-

At Mount Martin-17s. 6d. per 100 
feet, 1nth a haulage of 3 to 4 miles. 

_At Pine Vale-lls. 3d. per 100 feet, 
w1th a haulage of 14 miles. 

At Dowes Creek-13s, lld. per 100 
feet. with a haulage of 6 miles. 
" T~is, my chamber would beg to point 

out. 1s so prohibitive that the timber­
,.-ctters and sawmillers 1vho are prepared 
to cut the pine withdrew and are baying 
11othing to do with it. 

" My chamber has been informed that 
:> quantity of the pine has matured, and 
1 f allowed to remain will decay and be 
valueless to anyone, 

" My chamber would respectfully beg 
to request you to take these facts into 
consideration and make the price aYail­
:>ble at a reasonable rate. The haulage 
;s a ver:r costly matter, and the country 
1s. very rough and rangy. and the 
d1stances, as before-mentioned are from 
3 to 4 m.iles. ' 

"M:v chamber would aslc your early 
and favourable consideration of this 
matter." 

[Mr. 811myne. 

He was not advocating the sale of immature 
timber. On a cattle station, when bullocks 
became fat, they were sold. In forestry, 
when trf'cs wore fit for sale, they should be 
sold. It would be bad policy for the 
manager of a station to allow the bullocks 
to dio of old age. That was what the 
department was doing in regard to the 
forests in his electorate. He hoped they 
would see a change of policy in that regard 
as far as this particular locality was 
concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA:\TDS: 
He was very pleased to hear hon. members 
speak so nicely about the late Under Secre­
tary and about Mr. Board, the pre,ent Under 
Secretary. His experience was, there were 
no more honest and conscientious officers to 
be found in any other department of the 
public service or in any other State in 
Australia. 

In regard to the remarks of the leader of 
the Opposition respecting the prickly-pear 
in the Dalby district, he would refer him to 
the report of the department, page 121, 
where he would sec the Commissioner for 
the Dalby district said-

" The condition of destruction of 
prickly-pear had, unfortunately, to be 
relinquished to a large extent in conse­
quence of the drought, as it was abso­
lutely impossible to poi 'on the pear 
whilst the cattle were so largely 
dependent on it as a means of subsist­
ence, and selectors could not afford to 
pay wages or purchase poison during 
such bad tim.es." 

To use the pear was practically a saving. 
He knew it was not confined to the Dalby 
district. The pear had saved, probably, 
thousands of head of cattle, Hon. members 
spoke about the destruction of prickly-pear 
as though the Government encouraged its 
growth. or that they had· a magic wand to 
waYc oYer the pear and make it disappear. 
Thev tried to make out that the Govern­
men't were doing nothing at all. As a matter 
of fact, the prickly-Jwar problem was of the 
greatest concern to the Government, and had 
been since they had been in power. 
If hon. members looked up the reports, 
thev would find that the Government 
con.tributcd £2,500 a yPar to the Common­
wealth Go.-ernmont towards the maintenance 
of the Bur<:au of Science and Industry. and 
Professor Hervcv Johnston was now in Amer­
ica making im~estigations to try and find 
some means of destroying the pear other 
than by the very costly methods adopted 
at the present time. Up till the 30th June 
last the Lands Department had spent £1,200 
on ar,cnic for the destruction of pear, that 
being the difference between the act.ual cost 
of producing the arsenic a.nd the price at 
which it was supplied to selectors. He also 
had a Mr. Ra.dameyer, from South Africa, 
cxperi menting in connection with the destruc­
tion of pear. That g-entleman ha;cl been very 
successful in destroying- pear in South Africa. 
and he had visited Gayndah, Dulacca, and 
Da!bv. and he had also carried out some 
priv~tc experiments on his own on the Sand­
g·ate line. He hat! sent Mr. Temple Clerk 
a month or so ago to ascertain the results 
of those experiments. but, unfortunately, 
ichey were not at all successful. That system 
was much cheaper than the Roberts system, 
and he was very hopeful. from what Mr. 
Radameyer had done in South Africa that 
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he would discover a rea;onably cheap method 
of destroying the pear. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Let us know about 
the work done on t,he Suttor River. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Mr. Temple Clerk was very successful in 
destroying pear on the Suttor River. 

Mr. CORSER: That was by the cochineal 
insect? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Quite so. As a matter of fact, he kept a 
few plants there to keep the insects alive. 
He had also been experimenting with another 
kind of cochineal insect at the University, 
and he had been keeping them alive by feed­
ing them. Mr. Clerk had shown him a letter 
which he had received from Professor Hervey 
J ohnston about a fortnight ago, warning him 
that he must not on any pretence whatever 
take those insects from the University. He 
(Mr. Coyne) had given him authority to 
take some of tl.wse insects to Sydney in 
order to ascertam from some of the pro­
fessors there, whether, in their opinion, the 
sending out of those insects would be injur­
ious to other plant life. He wanted to 
make sure of that, but Professor Hervey 
J ohnston had blocked the whole thing and 
the possibilities were that owing to care­
lessness or neglect those insects would die. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They are living still. 

The SECRET.ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was not too sure they were being attended 
to as well as they would be by Mr. Temple 
Clerk. If, after investigation,, it was found 
that those insects would attack the pear in 
earne,<t, they would be very valuable. He 
did not intend to say very much about the 
alleged repudiation on the part of the Go­
vernment, as so much had already been said 
on the matter. The hon. member for 
Merthyr said there was something implied in 
the leaee, and he had secured a copy of a 
lease issued in 1904, which read as follows:-

" Subject to the said rights, powers, 
privileges, terms, conditions, provisions. 
exceptions, restrictions, reservations, and 
prm-isoes in the said Act, and the regu­
lations thereunder now or hereafter to 
be made." 

It would be seen from that lease that the 
Government had clone nothing that was 
wrong. The 1902 Act then provided-

" The rent payable for each period 
shall be determined by the court." 

That was repealed in 1905, and that was 
as much an act of repudiation in 1905 as 
was the so-called repudiation Act passed last 
vcar. There was absolutely no difference in 
the world. 

Mr. SW AYNE rose to a point of order. 
\Vhen he was speaking on that question the 
Chairman pointed out that he was not in 
order in discussing legislative matters on 
that vote. He noticed that the Minister was 
doing so. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I 
ruled a little while ago that a discussion 
of legislation on the Estimates could not 
be allowed. I thought the Minister was going 
to discuss the issuing of lE>ases. If he is 
going to discuss the merits or demerits of 
leg,islation he will be out of order. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It did not suit the hon. member for Mirani 
to hear argument. The hon. member for 

Burnett inferred that the Government were 
trying to rob the farmers in connection with 
the arsenic supplied by the department. 

Mr. CORSER: I merely quoted a certificate 
of analysis. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Just so, without saying whether it was Go­
verument arsenic or not. All they could do 
was to take a fair average sample at the 
mine and have a test made. However, he 
would have the strictest inquiry made into 
the mutter. The hon. member for Burnett 
also said that the Upper Burnett land should 
be thrown open. yet the hon. member must 
remember that he, a couple of years ago, 
wac a main factor in preventing that land 
being thrown open when he opposed the 
~dany Peaks to Xew Cannindah Railway. 
Did the hon. m"mber not do that? 

Mr. CoHSER: I deny having objeded to 
those lands being opened. You voted 
£2,000.000 to open them up as against 
£150,000, which would have been sufficient. 

The SEf'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Only for the opposit,ion to it. the line would 
probably have been built to-day. All sorts of 
obstructions prevented them from opening it 
now, similar to the opposition to it a couple 
or years ago. 

The hon. member for Normanby referred 
to settlers being penalised with regard to 
payment of their rents. Section 129 of the 
1910 Act provided for that; but the depurt­
mcnt had been generous with people who 
had been behind with their rents if they 
knew their failure to pay wus legitimate and 
not due to any fault of their own. He couJ,d 
not reduce the penalty, but in serious cases 
h,, had given them time to pay, and they 
,had not dealt harshly with the people in 
any case. 

The hon. member for Port Curtis had 
made a very interesting speech about small 
selections. He (:Mr. Coyne) had a distinct 
objection to smull selections. Anyone who 
knew our climatic conditions would never 
put mote than 500 sheep on 2,000 acres. 

Mr. FLETCHER: But vou have to overcome 
that. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He quite agreed with everything the hon. 
member said about conserving fodder. He 
recognised that it was a crime to sec millions 
of tons of fodder being blown away by toe 
wind each vcar. If thev did con·crve forlrle;c 
on a 2.000~acre block, "and kept conserving­
so much every year. how would they g,ct on 
if there were thrc0 or four years of drong ht '? 

Mr. FLE"rCHER: Thev did not have 
.droughts Iastlng so long~ as that. For ni '1e 
months of each year you can feed your stock 
on Datural grasse". 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
At one time in the Paroo district he knew 
of a station >~·here thcv suffered fro'n drougiot 
for eight ycmr'. • 

:VIr. FLETCHER: I was not talking about 
Paroo. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The same climatic conditions prevailed right 
throug,hout the whole of Queenslund. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to have a 
private chat with you about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLl=: LA='iVS: 
He believed they would not lose so much 
stock if the fodder was conserved. "With 

Hon . .J, H. ('oyne,J 
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regard to tho s1nall sawn1ills, they were doing 
8\'Crything in the direction tbe hon. mcmbe" 
referred to. They had thrmvn open one-man 
blocks so that the smflil man \\'ould haYe a 
cbnncc, and if they failed in that they th<,m­
'elves would sell to the small sawmiller. 
They \Verc doing everything they could in 
that direction. 

rrho ·hon. rnen1br·r for Grcgory referred to 
the gi·cat area of land that could be opened 
for sdoclion lf tlwy referred to page 31 
of th" report. they • .. ould fmd that last year 
the·- re,unwd 6,631 square miles, and the 
.an'a open for st~lertiou was 5,316,683 acre". 
Tlwy ,._ e•·c most anxious for closer 6Cttlement, 
but there '-'\as ··o little demand for rountrv 
in the dry area the hon. 1110mber had f3lJOkoi1 
of that cnm on 60,000-acro blocks the-,- could 
not get people to sdtlc \Yhen the;~: found 
tH'ople IYouJ,..._l not take t·ha t land, they ;vero 
eifh·>r letting son1t'OliC' ha;:c it on an o£>cupa­
tic1ll l:c"':J ;c, 1vhi('h was abso}uteh. tho vvorst 
form of tcnure~lmt rather than ha,·e the 
cattle-duffers getting on to it they lL t those 
people haYe it beC'ause, so long as ROJnconc 
\Yas on it, it would be kept fairly elean~or, 
iu ordE'r to give CYcryone nn opportuuity. 
the:. \vc·re throwing opeu the country to 
prefer0ntial pa:.:toral lca:::.:es and n1aking 
t'eRidcncf~ one· of the conditions. Bv that 
rncan:-) they \YPrc getting ~cttlers on~ thoso 
areas under the preferential pastoral lease, 
,rhich wn·· a good forrn of scttlcn1ent, and 
encouraged people to go on the· land. 

The member for ::\Iirani slmukl haye been 
ashamed to refer to tho Eungella Range 
road. There was a e.nrn of £20.000 or more 
~J.)Cnt on it, and later Oll. wht'll the c \'clone 
ca•rw lmd blc''· dmYn the trees--~ 

:VIr. SWAYKE: n was to open land for 
settlement, <.1 Pd ~ ou shut it uv. 

The SECRETARY FOR VCDLIC LANDS: 
He did not shut it up. He had nothing· to 
do with it. A ftpr thP G-ovenunent spending 
£20.000 out of consolidated reYonue, the <3hiro 
couHcil woulJ not .-poml a farthing on repair­
ing the road, aucl \\hen the hon. me1nber 
asked the Go1 c~rnn1Pnt a couple of years ago 
for assistance to clPar the debris away, the 
Go\·crnnwnt gaye £300 on condition that 
that \\Ould be-SLcbsicli·cd bv tho shire council 
and th<'y did not lift a farthing of it. ' 

Mr. SWAYXE: That did not ncal']y cover 
the nc-ce'-,--;ary expenditure', and the:y" get no 
l'('\'('11UO. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLI'' LA:\'DS: 
Tbc:v neYcr woul·d get r('Y{'nue if ther dirl 
not look after the place. He thoug·ht he had 
replied fairly fully to the critici•m of hon. 
l11Cl1lllCl'S. 

:'llr. FOLEY (Leithll!lnlt): He had been 
aiting for an opportnnity to "Peak with 

reference to the land policv of the State. IIc 
did not inlcnd to say rnuch npon it, as he 
thought ail that could be said had already 
been said by the members \Yho had spoken, 
and he did not think the Opposition had 
abused the Minister in that regard. Ho 
wished to rcier to tho ForestrY Department. 
On looking through the report,'he found that 
they hac! a certain numher of acrr·s of forest 
resenr ', and it was pointed out that there 
were 4,000,000 acres under reserYe, both per­
manent and temporan, and vet for the 
requirements of the State, both at present 
and in the future, something like 12.000,000 
acres of forest reserves were necessary. 
Another factor was that from their surplus 
revenues for the last fifteen years thev had 
accumulated £845,000 odd. · 

[Hon. J. H. Coyne, 

(Sitting suspuzdcd j/om 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.) 
(J£1·. Kincun in the chair.) 

Mr. FOLEY (continuing): They had 
1.122,129 acres of perrna1wnt forest rc,erva­
tion and 2.671,139 acres of temporary reser­
vations; but. according to their forestry 
experts, they required about 12,000,000 acrei 
tu suppl)· the pr·::sent and future requircn1enL 
of the State. 'ThP Director of Fon'st•i noiuted 
out in his rC'port that, if a. pell!1,Y starr;p \YPf 0 

placed on thl~ map of Qu0enslancl, it would 
rcpn'·c-ent tho area that it wa::- necessary for 
the Forestry Department to control, and yet 
they only lmd about one-third of that an;a. 
There \\'as l}uite a lot of country that could 
b-.:- rcsE'r-.:. eel for furpstl'~' purpose,~, but thcrt: 
\'/81'0 uot too n1anv nlCrnbers in that Chamber. 
nor too man~, ::tfinisters, who recogni.<>cd th; 
possibilities of the For.cstry Department, and, 
conRC<JlH~utly, suflicicnt \,"Cl'{~ not 
resPtved. +\t the Rarne h(~ reco>r,ni~t>·d 
that the present Ministers had clone more to 
r-eorgm1ise tho departmcut than any GoYcrn­
nwnt dnring the la~t twent;v years. Ac-cord­
ing· to the report of the Dircc-tor of Forestn·, 
the rc,·cnuc amounted to £845.228 in the List 
fifteen years, and the estinwtC'd capital value 
of the present rosen-es was about £8,000.000. 
\Vith pr-oper orgauisn.tion, anll if u Jittlo 
more attention w'"" paid to tho a.cl-:ice of the 
For0"-'try Dcpartn1f'nt, instead of an annual 
revenue of £120,000, they \Youlcl be dmwing 
at least £400.0)0 per a.nnum. Another thing 
he would like to touch upon \Yas the a.n1ount 
of wa~tP that was going on in the ::.\orthern 
for,·,ts~from the Herbort Hiner to Port 
Dougl.as. llis rea-son for touching upon this 
rnatt· r \Yas that. although there was a 
Couutry pnrty in the llonSt\ not one n10mber 
of that pMty had alluded to th' possibilitic;; 
of the country districts, and, being a cvuutry 
member himself, he considered it his clut:,, to 
pnint outt thc~e thingd to tlu? l\linisb~r. 
_\bout ton _-;cars >Lgo he hat! the pleasure of 
traT{'lliug thruno·h the North0r11 scrub con'1-
try, fronl I11ni~f~il right through the Atlwr­
ton Tabldaml and on to JlPrlwrtou, and bo 
found th~1t, cOflll>arcd ·with the forc-~ts of 
Kew South \Vales and Queerdancl. those 
:\'ortlwrn areas wcro the paradise of the 
Cornrnornn~alth. Y·et. there \\as ll'ss. reYenuo 
<lcrivod from that part of the 1-'tatc than 
from an.,. otl1or. The n'veillH-' dc,ri ved fro~u 
the Soufht>rn di~h·jcts was 87 per cent. of 
the total r<'ceipts, and amounted to £180.937: 
the rncr·ipts fnHH the Central Jistrict rernc-
sentcd 6 per ceut., cLnd <llllOUiltE~d £7,816; 
from the Korth 'rn d:strict. from their 
supplies of maple and silky oak were 
obtained, thr> rl'ccipts reprcsc'1tcd 7 per cent., 
aud amounted to £8.910, although for yariety 
of timbN it was thP richest part of the State. 
'l'hc tronhle was that. although there were 
OllP or two forc~try officer~ in the .i\orthern 
clietrict, th<•re \Yas 'absolutely no organisation 
to assist thern to ca.rr~T out the neressar.\T 
work. On page 67 of the report, the Director 
of Forests touched upon the inadequacy of 
the shipping facilities and t.be undue wa.~te 
in their timber rcsomces in the North. He 
said~ 

" The solution of the road transport 
problem, however, will still leave un­
touehed the supreme difliculty of the 
:\'orthern timber trade~viz., lack of 
export facilities. Great areas of valuable 
timber land hayc been thrown open to 
selection, and great 1nasses of timber 
must either be marketed or destroyed 
forthwith. 'The handling facilities at 
Cairns, however, arc obsolete, and tho 
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~.;;hipping outlet 1" continually conge.~ted 
with log accumulations. Thousands of 
pounds' worth of material is boing lost to 
tho connnunity annuallv because of 
export holdups, which stibjeds the log 
stack~ of n1aplc and kauri to the ravage.; 
of sunnncr swarms of woodborers. 1Jurillo· 
the past ,Yl1Y the 'jituation has bee~ 
aggr&Yated by two shippino· strikes 
which involved timber trader; and th~ 
Forest Service itself in he<n·· lo.,sr··. 
1\Icanwhile. the North has colossal stocb 
of prime timber for sale, and the South 
is entreating delivery. The District 
Forc~tcr at .Atherton quotf's a tirnbcr 
buyC'r as having said : ' Give tne the 
shipping to send unlimited quantities of 
tim hJr to the Southern markets, and I 
vYill quote you for a.ll tilJlbcr over 5 feet 
girth o£ a11y species.' Timber could be 
cut in a face if this 'shipping problem' 
could bo solved. _.:-\s it is, foru;;;ts are 
being sacrificed vainly in J'\orth Queen.'· 
land, whilst :Yielbourne is obtaining log 
supplies fro1n Btn·neo. '' 

If proper organisation were adopted, and n 
proper percentage was receiYed fron1 tho 
forest rc~crYf"3 in the forrn of surplus reycnuo, 
and that revenue could be reinvested in the 
~::1in?cUon 1Jf pro,~iding organi~mtion and 

facilities for :'hipping the timber in the 
1\ortlwrn districts, that was all that was 
need,•d. In another paragraph of the Com­
lnie-sioner's report he fouud that the arnount 
of re ,·cnue rcinyc,tecl in forestrv was £165 532 
for a pl'riod specified. He 'cbimod that 
in the intere,t of forosh'v a little more of 
the ro,-enuc obtained fron! that source should 
be inn'~ctf:'d in fo1·est rcsern?s and rcafforos­
tation. Iu the past, the Lands Department 
bPing anxious io open up land for selection: 
and ha\ ing no fon~-:t organisation, had 
allowed the timber capital on those selections 
to be squandered and burnt to ashes. The 
l.Iinistn for Lands of Xcw S'outh vYalPs 
was hkm; np an attitude which would be 
worth"\· of imitation in Queensland. He 
thought the present .:\Iinister for La_nds should 
follow the "'me line" as those adopted by 
l\lr. Loughiin. the Minister for Lands of 
lhat State. The following paragraph was 
takea from the "Australian Forestry 
. ] ourna.l " for September, 1920:-

" As a rhult of the visit to the Batlow 
Soldien' Settlement, made by Mr. 
Loughlin, :VIinistcr for Lands, and Mr. 
Flcming. ox-Director of Soldiers' Settle­
ments, the l.Iinister etated that he had 
d"eided to curtail the scheme of soldier 
settlement, ~vhich, it was originally 
intended, should be followed at Batlow 
(said the ' Sydney .Yiorning Herald' of 
13th Scptt>mbcr, 1920). 

"'The land is of the highest yalue for 
forestry purposes,' continued Mr. Lough­
lin;t ' being a portion of the Bago fore:.ct, 
which is regarded b} many timber people 
as being one of the finest hardwood areas 
in the world. 

" 'One of the sadd<·'t scenes which has 
crossed n1v Yision for some ti1no was the 
spectacle 'of the valuable timber on the 
settlement area being blown to pieces 
by gelignite, in order to make way for 
apple trees, which could be as well 
grown on millions of acres in the State 
where the value of the timber is nominal.' " 

This system of the destruction of some of 
the best capital of the State had been going 
on all over Austr&lia, and it was about time 
that a live Minister, such a.s he thought Mr. 

Coyne was. dwuld pay a lot more attention 
to thi ·· particular rnattc•r, and try to give 
the Forestry Dc•partment facilities to remoye 
the timbor from areas of thickly-timbered 
country that \Vas thro\Yn ope;1 to selection 
Six rnonths was not sufl-iciont tirnc to give the 
pro:::cnt organisation to re1nove such timber. 
Another point he \Yished to raise was one 
in connection with the by-products which 
could be dcri1·ed from nur forest,s. In 
Victoria. there \vas a chetnical industry 
"'tabli,hcd for dealing with vanous by· 
products from timber. 'The iudustry he 
refen-ed to was one established at Britannia 
Creek ·vallcv, and knowu as the VVood 
Distillation \\' orks. Those works dealt with 
a tirnbc.'r known as eucalyptus rcg·nans, from 
,,-hich thcv obtained charcoal. The gaseous 
pmtio;r o( tho timber vvas used as fuel under 
the n•torts, and the liquid portion produce~ 
\Yatcr arctic acid, \vood spirit tar, and 
crvosc;te oil,, known as p;rroligncous acid. 
Such a plant as that installed at those works 
cost about £60,000, and he claimed th&t _it 
vvould be a good thing to earmar,k a cortam 
pmtiou of tho ren,nue for eacn year~ so 
that in rho com ·.e of a v·orv short t1mo, 
the..-' vv-ould haY,; sufficient rnO'noy to est&b­
lisl! a wood-pulping plant. which would enable 
tlwm to utilise mauy timbers to the best 
advanhL"·e. Ho ould aclv·isc the Minister 
to in,.ist that a porton of the waste la_nds 
in 'arious plac~s which were oYetTrun b~ un~ 
marketable timber, such as -ilver-leafed non· 
bark, should b" planted with the spemes of 
pine and the narrow-leaf ironbark, both ~f 
which were marketable t1mbors. The expendi­
ture in connection with such a policy would 
amount to onl v a few thousand pounds, and 
it vv·ould prm:;, a profitable invoetment for 
the State. The present system of rarlway 
n1anagcnH~nt in connection \Yl:h the Hll'Ln,:~:nn 
Fore:;;t Tiest~rve ,ras un~ah::factory. lho 
Railv a:v Depa1'tment was doing ah·?lute~y 
notbing to assift the pr~'SCllt g'('nerat~on 111 
thP matter of forestrv. He vvould advise the 
:.\Iinistcr to tak2 m er tlw milling plants., at 
Birimg·:t.n aud \York . the fon_·.~t on f':nut:-r 
hncs as the svstcu1 111 operation at lrnlnl, 
Brc..oloo, and ~Fra"er I=dancl, <;:o tl1at they 
might be used for the ad,-antage _of the State 
in connee'wn vnth the op<'rauone of the 
Forestry Departmeut. At tho present _time . 
in,tf''td of a c<mtinuous :;upply of timber 
fnnu various parts of the State bPing lEU­

vided for at Birin1gan, there "·a, only Gn 
intcnnittcnt supply; and n1cn vvor -, th_l;o\Yn 
out of '-'Ulplovnlent because no more rnnway 
sleepers '"ere rPquired b::. th<; GoYernment, 
while, \Yith proper organ1sat1on, hardwood 
supplies of all do:,cri)1tions could be produced 
for tlw Central, West, and Rockhampton 
distrids, ensuring continuous employment for 
150 Y'orkcrs. He thought the "Iini -tor should 
pay a great deal of attention to that a-3pect 
of the subject. 

l.Ir. COLLINS' (Bowrn): He would con­
gratulate the Minister on the inere&sed 
reyenuc that was obtained from the Forestry 
Department, as shown b:; the report. As 
soon as tho railway was completed to the 
Bowen coalfield, there would be a large area 
of land in that particular district which 
would be available for settlement. On page 
68 of the report of tho Forestry Branch, there 
was the following paragraph:-

" Strono- attempts haYe been made by 
the Fore;t Service during the year to 
secure the utilisation of previously 
unmarketable woods. The yisit to Bowen 
of Forest Ranger Arnold resulted in the 

Mr. Collins.J 
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subsequent satisfying of a keen local 
dPmand for fruit-case timber bv the 
furnishing from the Atherton forests of 
sccondarv timbers otherwise unsaleable. 
The logging of the knotty ' tops' of hoop· 
pine ,-:as increased greatly during the 
period. \Vhilst in 1917 this class of 
material was wasted utterly, m 1918 
the Forest Service disposed of over 
4.000,000 superficial feet of it. In 1919 
the sales had risen to 7,513,600 super­
ficial feet, and for the period of the 
11nancial year 1919-1920 the quantity 
marlu·ted wa' 8,158,183 superficial feet." 

l-Ie drew the :\1inister's attention to the fact 
that in the Proserpine district there was a 
large qua.ntity of timber that ''as suitable 
for making fruit cases, and he made special 
reference to the ti-tr.·e. He had recei,-ed a 
letter from the Minister a f<;w days ago 
informing him that he had placed the matter 
before the Forl•,trv branch of the Lands 
Dep"rtnL'l<t, and a'sked them to report on 
the matter. Hii3 C:\1r. Collins's) idea was 
that. seeing that they had a wgar-mill at 
Pro~erpinc which scldDm worked more than 
twenty \Yeeke in the year. thev could estab­
lish a' sawmill thNe i'n conjunction with the 
mill. They could then supply the Bowen 
fruitgrowers with fruit cases much cheaper 
than those receiYed from the South. He 
understood that inquirie•' "ere being made 
into the suitabilitv of the ti-tree and other 
woods that grew "in that locality for fruit 
casee. He did not '"ant to take up the time 
of the Committee, and he would not use the 
full time allowed him by the Standing 
Orders. In faet, he had onlv taken his full 
time once during the session. He pointed 
out that there was l!O need to go South for 
timber to enpply the Xorth with fruit cases. 
bec:tnse they could ma.kc them right on the 
spot. If they made the fruit cases in the 
North, it would be of benefit to the fruit­
growers and to Queensland generally. 

Question pnt and passed. 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LAKDS 
mO\·ed-That £72.760 be granted for "Dis­
trict Offices." The vote showed an increase 
of £8,356, and was chieflv due to increased 
RalarieR of officers in accor,da.nce with awards. 
and the increased cost of printing, stationery. 
postag·c, and telegrams. The salaries of 
ofli_cers showed an incrcnsc of £6,166, and 
railway far1·s. printing, etc.. showed an 
increase of £1,Cild, \Yhile £800 increase was 
eJ!owed for tra veiling expenses for Land 
Cornmissioner and land agents. There \Yore 
a few small decreases in allowances to of!icers 
in distant, parts and expenses of rabbit 
inspe('torR. 

Question put and passed. 

LAXD COT:RT. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\DS 

mol'ed-That £3,005 be gra.ntl;d for " Land 
Court." There was a slight increase in the 
vote for salaries and contingencies amounting 
to £444. 

Question put and pa,sed. 

SURVEY OFFICE. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved-That £98,625 be granted for " Survey 
Oflice." The Yote showed an increase in 
salaries in accordance with awards, and also 
increases for the rates to survey work cost 
9f printing, stationery, etc. The ~alary 
mcreases amounted to £4,540, the fees to 

[Mr. Collins. 

licensed surveyors increased by £5,000. rail­
way fares increased by £2,000, and £1,15C' 
was provided for the Bartley' s Hill Observa­
tory. 'The decreases amounted to £750 in 
the staff camps, £500 for camp equipment, 
and £135 for a gratuity granted last year, 
which left the total increase on the vear's 
vote of £11,505. . 

Question put and passed. 

~IISCELLANEOT:3 (SrBDI'\'IS!ON). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI\iDS 
rnm'ed-That £22.445 be granted for " Mis­
cellaneous (Subdivision)." The vote was a 
decr<:>asc of £2,500 as compared with last 
year. There was a.n increase of £8,000 to' 
tho public estate improvement, and an 
increase of £1,100 for rabbit netting. There 
was also an increase of £2,700 for the 
dc.:;truction of prickly-pear. rrhere 'vas also 
an increa'e of £500 for the improvement of 
roads leading to ('tro,vn tin1bci· areas. 

Qnestion put and passed. 

DEPART)IEJS'T OF PUBLIC INSTRl::CTION. 

The SECRETAR.Y FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)J 
sugge,,ted, with the permission of the Com­
mittee, that he should move the whole vote· 
instead of taking l'a.ch it,,m separately. IIt 
that way they would ~aYe time. 

Ho:-<OUilABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hea.r ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRL:CTION mm·ed-That £1,254,942 be­
granted for " Department. of Public Imtruc­
tion." There 1t as an Increase of about 
£267,000 oYer the amount voted last year. 
Most of the increases were brought about by 
increases in salaries and increased expendi­
ture generally. If he dealt with the whole· 
vote it \Yotdd take him some time. so he 
suggested that if a member wa.nted any infor­
mation he should ask for it, and he (Mr. 
Huxham) would reply to him. If that would' 
meet the wishes of hon. members opposite he 
would simply mm·e the vote and reply after­
wards to any criticisms that y;ere rai~ed. 

0PPOSTTIOx J\IniBERS: Ilcar, hear! 
1\Ir. VO\VLES: It was generally recognised< 

that oducation .in Queensland wa> pretty well 
catered for, and they could hold their place 
in Queensland in that respect amongst the· 
Statco of the Commonwealth. Every facility 
in reason vYas given to the ~roung for educa­
tion. The only thing he had to cavil at was 
that those facilities were not sufficiently dis­
tributed. It was one of the ideals of the· 
Country party that there should be decen­
trali>;,tion in every possible way, and in no 
department was that more necessary than 
in the Education Department. If one looked 
through the votes he would see Chief Office, 
inspection, medical and dental inspection, 
from which both the cities and country bene­
fited, but when they came to the Queensland 
l:nivcrsity Training C'ollege, ·women's Col­
lege, secondary education, etc., they would 
11nd that the persons who participated in· 
those institutions mostlv livc·d in the larger 
tmvns. It was the policy of the Country 
party to advocate that in the future children 

living in the country should 
[2.30 p.m.] receive better consideration tha.n 

they had had in the past, From 
time to time the departmPnt pointed out 
the beautiful buildings erected in the metro­
politan area and other centres, and also· 
the facilities for e-ducation and relaxation• 
provided for the pupils attending those insti­
tutions. They found buildings costing 
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"between £19,000 and £20,000, and the build­
ings were amongst the most up-to-date 
.probably in the CommonwcaJth, with 
gymnasium,:;:,. swim1ning-pools, and so on. 
'That was perfectly correct, and it might be 
truthfully said that they had to walk before 
they could run; but he was more concerned 
with conditions in country place,, and it 
was regrettable to find that almost on every 
occasion when application was made for 
what was absolutely necessary, the reply was 
that funds were not available. He had had 
occasion~and no doubt manv countrv mem­
.bers had had occasion~to ask for the 
expenditure of money on one of the moct 
necessary things at country schools, that was. 
fencing, in order that the children might 
have security for the horses and ponies that 
brought them to school, but they had not 
been succcs,,£ul. It was not that the depart· 
ment had been staned; there had been a 
fair amount of money at its disposal, but, 
unfortunately, those funds were spent in the 
cities and big centres. They must increase 
production and induce the people to get out 
of the cities ; but the very first thing asked 
by a. married man when he went into a 
ren1ote placf' wa'3 how far it v.ras from a 
'chool, for his first care was for the future 
of his children. 

Mr. DliNSTAN: Of course, that is not a new 
question. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was not, but it was 
ono they had to face, and with expenditure 
going on year after year and none of it 
being- applied towards overcoming difficulties 
in the country, it was only a fair thing that 
they should bring it before the Minister. 

Theu, they did not get the best C'lass of 
teacher in the country districts. It was 
only natural that the department should 
put them in the best areas; but, what was 
mom, they did not even get a sufficient 
number of teachers in proportion to the 
number of pupils. He could point out 
country schools with a large number of pupils, 
from the lowest to the highest standa.rd, 
where. maybe, one or two hands had to cope 
with their requirements. 

Application had been made in respect of 
some country schools that bookkeeping 
lessm1s dwuld be part of the curriculum of 
every school, more particularly on account 
of tho tremendous amount of bookkeeping 
people in the countr;. now had to do. He 
had f"Ccn correspondl•nce between a. mon1ber 
and the -department in which such an appli­
ce.tion in connection with a school pretty 
close t.o ;> la r ;e town had been turned down 
·unless classes were available on Saturdays 
anrl at ;uch other times when people from 
the countrv could obtain the benefit of teach­
ing in those subjects, the department should 
make it its .dutv to send out teachers when 
application was 'ma.dc--that was. if they had 
teachers capable of doing the work. 

Speaking fron1 a parochial point of view: 
he wanted ag·ain to bring before the depart­
ment the nC'ce,, ~ity for acquiring 1noro land 
in Dr1lbY for State school purposes. \Vhen 
he was a voungster in Dalby, many year,:; ago, 
there vn"'l'C tvvo schools \Vhere thE-re 'Yas one 
now, although they were respectively for 
bo,·s and girls. and there was a teacher's 
re-:-idence on the- satne site that 'vas now 
being used for the requirements of the 
-children. He did not know how the roll 
now comparf'd with the roll then, but he 
would imao;ine that it was at least three 
times as gn;at. He had frequently made 

application himself, and supported applica­
tions from the committee, for additional 
grounds, and the regrettable thing was that 
there was land adjacent which was wrapped 
up in a trust and conld be acquired. He 
got so far once as to get the Minister to 
inspect and agree to purchase it, and the 
only question blocking him was the question 
of price. He sugg0•ted that the land should 
be acquired under the Public \Vorks Land 
Resumption Act, under which the Land 
Court would determine the value. The land 
was being used as a saleyard, and, during 
school hours, thPre was a stallion serving 
mares, and the children could see what was 
going on. Quite recently they had had 
a·dditions in the form of a high school, and 
they were looking forward to what they 
were entitled to in the way of a technical 
colleo·e. If the Government did not take 
the l~nd now, it would be acquired by other 
persons and built upon, which would make 
it all the more difficult for the Government 
in the future. The children had not even 
got a playground. What they had ":as 
about as rough as the ground outside Parha­
,_wnt House, and so small that in their play 
fhey lcou1d not help bumping il!to one 
another. 

H0 had been asked to speak largely on 
bdwlf of his party, and they wanted to 
instil into the mind of the Minister what 
was contained in the programme of the 
Country party, and, as they,_ unfortunately, 
vyere not there to put it mto operation, 
thev hoped the Government would listen, 
not' to their complaints, bqt to their sugges­
tions, and try to remember that they were 
not catering for the ehildren of electors '.' ho 
had returned a Gm·crnment representa.tiYe. 
but for the children of all their opponents 
in politics as welL \Yhcn . the yote was 
before the Assemblv last tnnc, " certam 
member from the Central disb·iet spoke about 
the amount of money that had been spent 
in his electorate on education matters. He 
sa.id then it was a terrible mistake if elec­
tor~tes wero going to be favoured mer?lY 
bee.mse they had a political r0pre'entahve 
in svmpathy with the GoYernment. 

The I-l01!E Sr<:LRETARY: That is not so. 
l\Ir. VOvVLES: He said he had never 

had an application refused, and the regret­
table thing was that there were members 
on tlw other side who were able to say 
that thev ha·d never had an application 
accepted.· He asked the adminish:ator to 
deal out eYen justice to dectorates urespec­
tiyc of their representation. 

:\Ir. ELPHI:::-JSTO;\IE : He waB glad thal 
the Minister had g-iven them an oppor­
tunity of dealing with these Estimates as. a 
whole, because it permitted of a broad drs­
nTsoion on the whole question of education. 
IIe wished to call attention to the increase 
1vhirh tho Ministf~l' ·was askinr-: for, as com­
pared "ith last year. namely. £267.000. For 
the ftYe months ending 30th Kov-cmber, the 
increase was alreadv £169.000. If they con­
t1nuc~d at that rate: it ~·otdd n1ean that the 
increnecd expenditure in this department 
would he £408.000, as compared with last 
, :ar. If the Minister could show them that 
that \Yrt9 not going to he the increase for 
the vYho!c of the year. tlwy ccmld !'Ct some 
comfort from that assurance: but 0'1 two m 
three of the votes they had had occasion 
to call attention to in thiA regard. it was 
cyiclcnt that the deparhn-~:nts "Ycrc going .to 
spend much more during the cunent financml 
year than the provision which was bcmg 

Mr. Elphinston~. i 
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1nadr. One Inattcr \Yhich struck hitn n1ost 
forcibly in reading the report of the depart­
ment was that. whereas there 1tero 138,000 
pupils in the primary schools, there were 
only 2,820 in the secondary schools. He 
thought most hon. members were convinced 
of the necessity of the State taking control 
of education from the primary to the secon­
dary schoob, and finally to its culmin­
ating point, the ·cnivcrsity. and as they 
seemed to be practically unanimous in that 
direetion, it Wad regrettable to see the tre­
mendous Jropping oiT in the number of 
pupils in the secondary schools compared with 
tho::;c l'ecPiving education in the primar.v 
schook He wic·hed to call attention to the 
Inattcr of technical edut ation. There vvas a 
fa.:tor there \Yhich was dealt with in the 
rqJOrt, upon which he would like to hear 
~omc l'Cinarks fron1 the 1\.Iinistcr. He sa1v 
\hat in tlw .vear 1919, as compared with 
1918. the number of individual students 
showed a slight decrease. There was noth­
ing Yory wonderful in that; but the signi­
ficant part la'.- in the fact that the 
number of pa .scs with honours was 100 less 
than last year, and the number of mer*' 
pn~scs was 100 more than lost vcar. from 
which it wonld appenr that therC 'vaS some 
ddicicncy in the attt>ntion >~hich the pupils 
wen~ puying, or in the tuition ,,,hich was 
giYen to them, to cause an increase pro 
ntta in the number of passes and a decrease 
pro rata in the number of honour passes. 
He >Yould like to know whether the Minister 
could throw any lig·ht on that fact. Another 
important 1nattcr dealt with in the report, on 
page 19, was the lengthening of the aYerage 
period of school life. He thought he was 
right in saying that crnbraccd in tho Labour 
Jl'll'tv's platform was the increasing of the 
school age to sixtePn years, and although 
they might not be unanimous on this side of 
the House. neYertheless, many of them 
thought that that would be a' Yerv wise 
thing for the futuro >wlfare of Queensland 
to incrpaso the age during which the children 
\\Pro kept undPr school control. But noth­
ing definite \\as statcd in this regard by 
the Mm1ster so far, and he would be inter­
ested to hear what were tho intentions of 
the hon. gentleman in that direction. It 
''.'aS not necesa.ry to jurnp from fourteen to 
"xteen years, but it was possible to take 
1t by easy stages, and if the GoYernment 
·was sinccrP in its intention to increase tho 
school age he >Yould like to see some indica­
tion of a gradLwl increase to show that that 
\Vas going to be conbummated. ~<\nether 
point he was particularly interested in was 
with reference to rural schools. That read 
Yery cnf'ouragingly to those \Vho wanted to 
f-ee education, not only of an demcntarv 
but also of a practicai nature, introduced 
into the collntry districts, and the extent to 
which the rural school proposition appeared 
to be recci,:ing at:tcntio_n w·as quite gratifying. 
The nccPss1ty ex1sted l_ll the country just as 
m the tmn1s for techmcal education for our 
rural children. and teehnic>ll education in 
that direction v;ould lie undoubtcdlv in the 
teaching of agriccdtllral and domestic pur­
<uits, and so forth. all of which were closelv 
a"'~oriatr•J with rural life. Pas;:;:lng on to ~ 
matter that was perhaps not quitP so pleas­
ing. thP C.Tinistcr on page 321 of the repc:rt 
n1adc usf~ of this <'Xpres~ion-

" Secondary schools act as feeders to 
the nniversity, regarding which our ulti­
mate aim is to open its -doors to all who 
arc intellectually competent to enter-
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not with the primary object of creating 
additional wealth or material produc­
tiYity, but >Yith the higher purpose of 
elevating the outlook upon life, re­
adjusting standards by which the conveni­
ences and enjoyment of living are 
measured out, and, having in vic\v the 
steady a·dYance in democratic power, 
cd uca ting rnen and wo1nen for leader­
ship in oocial and political development." 

That was all right from a theoretical point 
of Yimv, but they were not going to instil 
into thc;ir chilclreu the necessitv and desire 
of developing their busi11e'S i,';tellects, and 
of competing with one another for busines• 
a11d econo1nic ndYn ncen1e11t b~Y enunciating 
su('h doctrine;;;; thPy \\'Cl'C f~in1ply going 
to crcat(~ in the cmning generation a bod~r 
of idle drearrH'r". sue h 2 they frequently 
eotw represented on the other side of the 
House. They could not do their duty, 
ncitlwr could thcv adyaucc the State of 
Queensland by drr·;uning; they had to do it 
by practical 1nethods, and by so educating 
thcmselYes and their children that they 
could vcith other parts of the world. 
One Pxpr( ust>d \Yas, ·· Educlting n1cn 
and \YOt11L~n for l0adcrship in social and 
politjcal Je,,.cloprnent." There \Yas no sug­
gestion abCn.1t Nlucating these bo~,'S to become 
con11nrrcial ruac~natcs, no suggestion about 
c "tablishing industries in the State so that 
thPy could become self-dependent, and not 
ha Ye to re!.'· upon other countries for the 
majority of the manufactured articles v."hich 
thcv usNL :\ o reference was m. a de to that, 
Lut' sirnpl:-· leading them off into some dream­
land of political development. A little less 
political c!eYrlopm<'nt ond a great deal 
n1or0 rornnlCl'cial dPYC'loprucnt y, c_,ndd be of 
gre<>t hC'nefit to the State. IIe noticed that, 
on page 23 of the report. ~,om(' conT;JrB­
hensiYe references wore made to tho effect 
of the application of the Arbitration Court 
to the teachers. He did not think there 
had IH'Cll a single speech made in the House 
on <'ither side which had denie-d the school 
teachers an advance in salarv. The~,· must 
ali admit that the welfare of-the )Ot{ngsters 
in the stage of primary education was so 
important that they could hardly overpay 
the men and wom.en to whose care they were 
rntrmted. :Yfoncy spent in that direction 
should and wonld produce excellent results, 
11nd he would liko to see a competition ,an1ong 
those who \Yere ftnxious to join the staff of 
teo.clwrs: competition which would be helped 
and fostered by making the emoluments and 
enmfort of the Leachers such in the wav 
of residence and cm1ditions that theY would 
bc anxious. and consider it an hm1our. to 
he aswciatcd with the State teaching staff 
in Queensland He was not saying that was 
not the case at the present moment. Proper 
paYm.ent to and consideration of the welfare 
of those teachers was of the greatest possible 
irnportancc in this StatiC"_:'- 1-,here '''a"', how­
OYer. the usual stain that mork;rn-chy 
unionisn1 introduces. Th~se tearhers \vent 
to the court and obtained >Yhat unone,tion­
nh1v IYfiR thC'lr due in an increase of salary. 
Then th 0 ,, fnuncl introduced thn flng·er ;.,f 
cornpuh:ion-that r-igid exa:--J1C'rating feature 
''"hich hon. gentiPm{'n opposit0 had intro­
duced of compelling rncn and \YOD1f'TI to 
lwlon" to unions before thev wcr0 allowed 
to rnjoY the incrc:.t~c in salai·y \Vhich PYery­
one ach11itted w" their dnr'. TheY found 
thirtv-four or thirt..-five of their 'staff of 
t"ochcr« who, not .b:lieYing in the prin­
ciple of compulsion a.s applied by the-
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umons, preferred to 8tand outside it and 
enJOY a lesser ;;alary. He said " good luck " 
to tho8c people whose principles were suffi· 
ciently strong to permit of their doing that. 
Probably, if the remainder of the teachers 
had been allowed freedom of action in the 
matter and had not been compelled to join 
the union before thev received the increase 
in srdary, they woulcfhave had a very much 
larger percentage '"ho preferred to stand 
outside the union rrmks. He had no objec­
tion to unionism; it 1vas an excellent thing. 
But he did object to compulsion in any 
shape or form in a dcn1oeratic country like 
Qucenslrmd. To say to the teachers, " We 
adrr1it you a.re not receiving a sufficient 
cmolunwnt for your services, but 1ve will 
give you this only if :,·ou subscribe to the 
doctrine~ and the prcachings of unionisn1" 
was a scnndal and a disgrace. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: You do not discuss 
it quite fairly, you know. 

~Ir. ELPHINSTO:'\E : The hon. gentleman 
could give the other side of the question 
later. Ho vias giviug his view. He wanted 
to n:fer briefly to a remark made by the 
!wad teacher of the Maryborough school at 
the breaking up of the school quite recently. 
He, or she, n1ade nse of ih('SC remarks-

" Year after year thc•y had at the 
echool, boys who obYiously had b~cn 
('rarnrncd for the cxa.nlinat.ion and \Yho, 
in a ,-cry short time, had found them­
e-,h-es quite out of their depth. Finding 
thenr .-Jycs in an uncongcnial atn1osphcre, 
after six mon•hs or a year, they had 
drifted away." 

That was a quc·;tion to which lw would 
seriouslY direct the attention of the ::Vlinistoe. 
Followi;,g out the State policy of secondary 
cdw ation, h0 presumed they placed in the 
l\i aryborough school those ~cholars who, in 
the primary cchool the preYiOUS )'ear, had 
gained schola-rships. lf the principle existed 
in certain schools of cramming thcsp boys 
and girl., to such un extent that tlwir minds 
were made' only tcrnporary rc~cptaclcs for 
the storing or kncndedge >Yhich rapidly 
passed from them, ihe object for which 
those scholarships were granted wa6 missed 
entirely. If those children, when they were 
granted secondary education at the grammar 
echools, found they were not qualified to mix 
vvith other pupils on a romu1on basis, and 
found that the foundation of thei1· educa­
tion ha.d been neglected, he was quite sura 
the Minister would agree that it was a 
Ycry undecira.ble state of affairs. They 
should ai1n, not at making tho numbers as 
large as possible, but at making those ·who 
qual ificd for the secondary education suf­
ficiently fit for and able to take their part 
amongst others in the secondary schools, m as 
to make their outlook in life a promising 
one, iustead of a disappointing one sueh as 
would be conveyed to them by the remarks 
of the head toachBr at Maryborough. 

He wanted briefly to refer to another 
matter. In educational matters he took 
particular care to read the remarks of the 
h'·ad teachers of schools at breaking-up time, 
becat~se they .generally !jOt a brief summary 
of the1r op1mons regardmg secondary educa­
tion. He noticed the !Head master of the 
Rockhampton Grammar School complained 
-and it would appear that he had rBason­
able grounds for complainiug-that the State 
had established a High School in Rockhamp­
ton to the detriment of the Grammar School. 
The Stat,e aided that school to tlw extent 
of £1,000 a year. It scorned a pity, when 

there were so many opportunities of estab­
lishing high schools throughout the State, 
that it should be thought necessary to estab­
lish one in Rockhampton, to the detrimBnt 
of the existing Grammar School, which 
enjoyed a, subsidy. Of course, he was D1{'rely 
giving the viows of the head master. The 
Minister might give them other views on the 
matter which might put a different com­
plexion upon it. 

He was very interested in reading of a 
deputation which waited upon the Minister 
quite recently in counection with the all­
important question of sex hygiene. He 
hoped the Minister was not going to ag-ree 
to the recommendations of that deputation. 
He thought it would be highly injurious to 
entrust to the doctors, by lBcturing or by 
pamphlets, this very important question of 
teaching the problems of sex hygiene to their 
State school children. He was one of those 
who bPlieved that that kind of education 
should be carried on in the home and not in 
the ~chool. Admitting, as he did, that it was 
not a general practice in the home, and that 
the education of the parents was necessary, 
r>ovcrthcless he thought that \Yas where they 
should direct their Bncrgics to impressing 
upon tho parents the necessity for educating 
the c·hildren in that particular direction. 'l'ho 
things a child learnt at home \Yerc far moro 
enduring than those they learnt in school. 
He hoped the -:\1inister's views coincided 
with his in that regard_ 

He \\'anted brieflv to refer to the Technical 
College and \Yhat ~as transpiring there. He 
had boon much impressed with tho remarks 
of Archbishop Duhig recently on this 
in1pDrtant question. That gen_tlcmau'~ vic";3 
in that regard coincided entirely \nth hB 
mn1. His contention \\as that from the 
Technical College they were rather prone to 
turn out an ar1nv of bookkeepers. and 
typists, and not to" educate boys and. gi1:Is 
in the broader concephon of then· duhcs m 
life>. They knew qnitc well that the oppor­
tunities for the typist a.nd bookkcep0r were 
considerablv curtailed; there was an army of 
bovs and girls at the present moment looking 
f01: an cccnpation of that description. That 
>vas not the education which was going to 
advance Queensland. They wc_ntcd, in the 
fir,t place, to turn out girls .who were domes­
ticated and educated to then duties m after 
life und thev wanted to tnrn out boys who 
we;e trades~en. '1_1here vvas no disgrace in 
being a tradesman-it did not mattc1· in what 
calling it might be. They wanted to tum 
out bovs well equipped for commercial pur­
suits and who would help in building up th.e 
indu~tries of Queensland. The views expressed 
b,- Archbishop Duhig-and endorsed, h~ was 
s{;re bv a number of members in that Com­
mitt~e_::_werc well worthv of consideration. 
The quc,tion of apprentic~ship had been very 
largely touched upon during this brief 
sc:;:sion. It \V39 a verv Important n1atter, 
which Wa.S, to a Jarg-B extent, wrapped Up in 
this question, and he was glad that a com­
mittee had been formed to carefully study 
the whole thing. One must admit that the 
s~·stem prevailing to-day, which permitted a 
boy to 'enjoy practically a .man's wage when 
hr ought to be an apprentiCe, was an actual 
deterrent to a boy apprenticing himst'lf to 
aw: craft or trade which would be of value 
to him in after life. It was a most dangerou3 
principle. 

The SECI<ETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
I thought you wantC'd the commercial side 
of our life developed? 

M r Elphinstone.] 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Did the Minister 
think a boy of fifteen, sixteen, or seventeen 
years of age who was enjoying nearly a 
man's wages was d<:veloping the commercial 
side? Ile thought it was developing the 
worst Bide of Jiff>, because it put into that 
boy's possession wages which were out of 
proportion to his earning power, and, there­
fore, were driving him into temptations and 
weaknesses which he would not have the 
opportunity of drifting into if his time were 
occupied in equipping himself mentally 
and in every other sense for the battles of 

after life. I-Ie wanted to pass 
[3 p.,m.] to another question of minor 

importance, and that was the 
allo>+ once which was given to parents in 
connection with scholarships in the matter 
of books. The scholarship allowance for 
boolh was limitDd to parents in receipt of 
less than £156 per annum. That limit had 
remained at that figure for a very long time, 
totally regardless of the increased cost of 
living that had DY<mtuatod. The department 
would be wise to consider the question of 
increasing that limit and make it at least 
£200 per annum. They must admit that an 
allowance of books to parents who were in 
receipt of loss than £200 per annum was not 
stretching their generosity in the least. 
There was one dangerous element that he 
wanted to refer to, and that was provided 
by the agenda paper which was hefore the 
Labour convention at Townsville quite 
recently. He wanted to read one or two of 
the resolutions which wore submitted to that 
convention to show the trend of things. He 
sincerely hoped that hon. members had got 
sufficient ballast and sufficient spine to cast 
those things aside as being the product of a 
diseased mind, but in case they had not he 
would n:ad some of the resolutions. Several 
resolutions had been submitted with a view 
to reorganising State school education, and 
the South Brisbane \Vorkers' Political 
Organisation suggest(;d " the elimination of 
the capitalistic economics and ethics, also of 
all history which tends to glorify war." You 
could imagine the great brain that put that 
forward. Thev also suggested " the discon­
tinuance of the teaching of the Bible in 
State schools." You could imagine the mind 
that conceived that. Then the Australian 
Meat Industrial Employees' Union 
proposed-

" That every apprentice in any calling 
shall go to the Technical College at least 
two afternoons per week." 

An exc<'llent thing, but-
" In his or her einploycr's tin1e and 

C'Cpense; that all reference in school 
books to wars be eliminated; and in 
place thereof the working-cl~·'·• history 
of the greatest industrial upheavals be 
printed to cdtH_;fito the \vorkers' children 
of their positions." 

COVER:'D!E:\'f lHEiYIBERS: Hear, !war! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: "Hear, hear!" 
said hon. n1ernbrrs, and they were able to 
put the red label on them without any 
difficulty what(;yer. He prr·,nmcd what they 
would like to see produced in· tlw literature 
which was placed before the school children. 
was, not the deeds of Yalour which men had 
written on the pages of history, but the 
deeds of the Bolsheviks as practised in 
Russia. That was the kind of thing hon. 
n1e1nbcrs opposite wanted to see taught the 
children, but member" on that side of the 
House wanted inculcated in tho minds o£ 
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lhe children the deeds of their forefathers 
when they worD fighting and spilling their 
blood for the maintenance of freedom and 
liberty such rs that which they enjoyed at 
the present moment, and which hon. members 
opposite did not seem to appreciate. 

Mr. BRENNAN: He thoug·ht it was 
about time they put an end to the high-flown 
speeches such as that delivered by the hon. 
member for Oxley. Of course, he could 
quite apprDciate what the hon. membe·r 
wanted in the school books. No doubt he 
would like to sec an essay written by the 
hon. member for Oxlov on " How we won 
the war," or "I-lo"\v "\Veu collected v.ar bonds." 
The rest of the Opposition faded into 
insignificance after the hon. member had 
spoken. The hon. member spoke about the 
necessity of educating the children to being 
keDn business men. His class had been fiftv 
years in power, and what had they done"-! 
They certainly had done nothing at all for 
the middle classes. 'l'hey had made no 
effort at all to raise the middle classes. They 
were told by the "Courim" that the hon. 
member for Oxley usually raised the tone 
o' the debate. The '' Courier" eeemed to 
be pushing his blttTOW with all the exertion 
they could-why, he did not know. The hon. 
member did not .appear to have done very 
much to help Queensland fon1 ard. He did 
not know that the hon. member had ever 
put forward one useful suggestion. He called 
members on that side of the House dreamers. 
and ho (:\lr. Brennan) said it was a pity 
that they had not more dreamers in Queens­
land, because, after all said and done, they, 
at least, had made an effort to extend educa­
tion. The hon. member for Oxley referred 
to the fact that a High School or a Technical 
College was established in Rockhampton. 
At the Technical College in Rockhampton 
there >Yerc hundreds of children being 
oducatf?d who would otherwise get no 
secondarv education at all. Thov had a 
Gramma·;. School at Toowoomba, and at that 
school there were a limited number of 
scholarship holders who \Vero receiving a 
higher education, but hundreds of other 
children would not get the benefit of a 
higlwr education were it not for the fact 
that they had a Technical College there too. 
Tlw Toowoomba Gra1nmar School vvas not 
serYing the vurposc for which it \vas est.ab~ 
lished, and it would be br better for 
Toowoomba if the Grammar School were 
c]o,ed down and th€y extended the Technical 
Collt'SC system by haYing rural schoolf3. A_s 
fat as the Labour party were concerned 
the,- were out to inculcate in the minds of 
the' children something nobler than being 
ke{~D busine~s Jnen. Every n1an had a 
natural abi1it~~ for busines~. ~Opposition 
hmghter.) Sp.ecches made by members on 
the Go• crnment side of the House were not 
all " I." \Vhen the Federal GoYcrnment 
started the Con1n1o1nvc.alth Savings Bank 
theY '•"· ere· told that thcv were onlv miners 
anJ caqwnters who wore going to 'establish 
the Commonwealth Bank, yet the Common-
1Ycalth Dank "as the biggest tbing they had 
in Australia to-day, and that crnanated from 
tlu~ tnlnrls of the \vorking class, and not from 
thos~ high-collared gentlemen who had had 
a superior education according to the state­
ments of the hon. member for Oxley. They 
v:antcd those dreamers or the children of 
those people to get a better education to fit 
them for a "· alk of life where they could do 
better wori< for ,Australia. 
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Mr. GREEN (Towns1·illc): Anyone read­
ing th" report of the Department of 
Public Instruction must be impressed with 
tho educational advantagPs given to the 
children of Queensland. They must all 
admit that the children of Queensland 
had advantages that very few children in 
other parts of the world enjoye-d, and. 
notwithstanding what the hon. member for 
Toowoo1nba n1ight say, the working man's 
·children had evidenced their powc1· hv reach­
ing- the higher positions in life. ·whilst they 
recognised the advantages which the chil­
dren posseesed, they must also realise that 
the teachers were largely responsible for the 
development of the young minds. Into their 
hand.s the most impressionable portion of 
the child's life had been placed. From five 
years of age till sixteen vears of age the 
destinies of the child were placed in their 
handB, and not only the deotinies of the 
child, but the destinies of this great Com­
monwealth; and he regretted to see that 
the tnachcrs in the schools were not rewarded 
as adequately as they might be. He 
regretted that the Arbitration Court evi­
.dently set a greater value on musf'le and 
braYvn than it did on brains, as it \vas pre~ 
pared to give a higher remuneration to those 
w,ho laboured with their hands than to those 
l\ho laboured with their brains. He had 
gone carefully through the report of the 
Depa.rtment of Public Instruction, and had 
picked out haphazardly certain schools, and 
he would giYe the remuneration which was 
paid to the h0ad teac,hers of those schools. 
The head teacher of the Longn:ach West 
school received £178 per year; the head 
teacher of the Alligator Creek school 
received £205 a year; and the head 
teacher of the Kuranda school received £229 
per year. Would anybody say that the men 
who were educating their boys and girls 
were being adequately rewarded when they 
y;cre getting from £3 10s. to £4 per week? 
He ventured to say that it was not a living 
wage. As a matter of fact, those who worked 
with their hands were paid from 50 to 100 
per cent. more than was paid to the teae,hers. 
Take the Alligator Creek school. The boys 
from sixteen to eighteen years of age, 
during the meat season, earned 1nore than 
the teacher who was entrusted with the 
important duty of training the mind of the 
young child. No one could stand up and 
justify a position like that, Instead of t,he 
educational work being attractive to teachers, 
it was otherwise. There was 1tothing to 
inspire the tf'achers to go on with their 
work. They found in the report that the 
average attendance at the schools had 
incre>1se.d, while there had been a decrease 
in the number of pupil teachers by 126. He 
ventured to say that the rewards which were 
held out to the pupil teachers at the present 
time were not such as to induce them to 
adopt that calling. He wishc·d to refer to 
the diversity with regar.d to the number of 
pupils to each teacher in the various locali­
ties. On looking through the report, he found 
that the general a vera.gc ran somewhere 
about twenty-three or twenty-four scholars 
in tho country schools. He did not say there 
wa~ any fayouritism towards the citv 
s0hools as against the country school~, 
because the city schools, including Brisbane, 
Toowoomba, Rockhampton, and Townsville. 
practically worke·d on a higher average than 
the country. He thought the average was 
about twenty-seven or twenty-eight schohrs 
per teacher. He was not condemning !he 
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department, because he thought they were 
striving to act honeatly, ,i ustly, and fairly. 
But there was something wrong-something 
that vmntod looking into-and he would like 
an explanation from the Minister. He h.od 
made an analysis of the attendances at the 
different schools, and would like to auote 
some of them. Thev had worked out as 
follows:- " 

Schools up to 200 ScholaT.s. 
Scholars. '1\,,chrn. A vera rt-. 

Capella 63 4 16 
Wondai 120 3 40 
Pittsworth 103 6 17 
Laidley North 121 7 17 
Ravenswood 121 4 30 
vVinton 148 5 30 
Croydon 87 3 29 

The Minister must recognise that there was 
something ''Tong son1ewhere, and it was not 
fair that the teachers in one locality should 
be placed at a -disadvantage when compare.d 
with teachers in another locality. If in any 
part of Queensland teachers should have any 
benefits it should be in North Queensland. 
Some of them were in places where not many 
would be desirous of going to work; they 
had the tropical climate in the North, and 
tlwy were working nndor 1nany disadvan­
tages. Yet at Ravens1-vood, Winton, and 
Croy-don, they had an average of thirty 
scholars-

Schools from 200 to 400 Scholars. 
8ehob-trs. Teaeher~<. Averag;e. 

Toowoomba 
North 229 13 16 

Cloncurry 211 6 35 
Childers 231 14 16 
Brisbane - Enog-

gera 226 13 17 
Mackay 300 10 30 
Charters Tower>o-

Richmond Hill 381 13 30 

He thought the Minister, having regard for 
the comfort and the health of the teachers, 
would realise that it should be remedied as 
soon as possible, and that a fair average 
should be distributed to each teacher. In 
schools where the attendance was from 400 
upwards, they found that the average was 
fairly well maintained, being from twenty­
seven to twenty-eight scholars per teacher. 

'l'h''Y were pleased to see that the depart­
ment were endeavouring to protect the health 
of the children. It could only be done by 
giYing thc!ll ample accon1n1odation, by venti­
lating the schools ~nd having them built in 
hr-althv localities. The .dcrJartlnent within 
rerentu years, particularly with kindergarten 
schools in the North, had realised the health 
quection. and practically made them open-air 
schools, the whole of the walls being prac­
ticallv allmYcd to open un. He thought it 
woul(.l be a very wise thing if some of the 
old schools with largo attendances wer~ 
altered in that ro,pect. 

}fr. RroHD.\N : How many children go to 
the Croydon c;chool? vVhy don't you look 
after your 0\\"11 electorate? 

Mr. GREE~: r:rhere vrerc cighty-seycn at 
the Croydon school. Ho ":.ts talking about 
the whoie of Queensland, and he was discus·­
inn· the Education Departn1ent, and would 
not nermit any hon. member to take, that 
ri<>ht. out of liis :hand. He was pleased to 
se~ that the medical officers in the West wore 

Mr. Green.] 
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working very satisfactorily. The medical 
officers had reported thoroughly in connection 
with trachoua. It had been remarked to him 
by medical men that the children should get 
up-to-date and proper attention for their 
eH', and parcuts should sec that their 
cbildrcn \\·ere ottended to, so that they 'vould 
not be a source of danger to others. 

With rcs·arcl to the supply of drinking 
Ycs·;els. he thoug-ht the department should 
arrange 0on1e n1cans b:) which the drinking 
VL"''el after being- used b:: a scholar should be 
at least washed out before another scholar 
would use it. He und(•rstood some such 
systPm 'vas in Yogue iu other part·· of the 
world, and he thought it could be overcom0 
here. lie hoped the department would see 
that it Y, as overcotnc as far as possible, and 
thus preyent the spread of disca••e. 

\Vith regard to the sanitary arrangcrncnts, 
thcv knew that was in the :hands of the head­
nw~ter or, perhaps, the school conunittcc, but 
a medical officer had told him that in manv 
of the country schools the sanitarv con', 
Vf'nicncc-, ""'ere~ used b~~ practically C\~cryone 
traYclling in the district, and 1vcrc left open, 
and that he hac! ha·d cast'·· where disease had 
hc:'n tran,miltcd to children through the 
uuhea1thy rircuJD:3tanc0s of the sanitar)' 
an·., 11g·ements. ll c thoug-ht it shou1d be 
irnnrc-sscd upon the heaclmasters and the 
sch-ool cornmittecs that those conveniences 
should be kept clean and locked outsid~ 
school hours. lYhich \Yould help to safeg-uard 
the children's health. 

\Vith regard to future returns. he thoug-ht 
it would a.s.~ist iJH'ln matc·J'ial\y if the returns 
of schools were placed under 't!H'ir cla•.sifica­
tiou·, ancl not alphabeticall::. It would 
assi~t in getting .a con1parlson, aud one could 
see at a glunce if fair treatment was being 
meted ollt to the schools, ancl that was t:he 
nin1 vnd object of C'YCl'Y men1ber of the 
Con1mittc'c. 

:\h. BEBBI:\GTOX: He felt he would not 
1-H' ·doing his dut:,T if hn did not give a word 
of pra isc to the schools -.,.vhirh I.VCI'C t.Parhing 
trades in the eountry d~stricts, and he wished 
to conaratulate the Minister upon the efforts 
thcv ,~,-ere n1aking in t:hat dircf'tion. The 
hon. member for Tomvomnba had said that 
it wu6 left to the Labour party to bring­
out the s•:stcm of education for the children, 
but that 'was only typical of the expressions 
\vhich usuallv can1o fron1 that hou. 1Tie1nber. 
Before the 'Labour party got into power 
scholarships VYcre extended. and were prac­
tiea.llv the same as t,hcv were to-dav, and so 
were 'the allowances, so that while 'the Min­
ister hud no doubt done everything possible 
to carry out the work and extend it in some 
little ,~:ay, then' was very little extension. 
He thought the :Minister had done Yery well 
in carrving out his duties as he had done. 
lie was sure that the teachers and the 
children had his 'vmpathetic administration. 
The extension of the trade classes to other 
schools could be ·done with very little expense 
to the department. But if they insisted on 
sending an instructor, perhaps, 20 or 30 miles 
by train. and paying- him 15s. allowance for 
having- to board out for the night, they would 
have a v~~ry expensive \vorkshop s:vstem, and 
it would not be of much assistance. He 
found that the best returns were g-iYen by 
tradesmen who lived in the district who took 
an interest iu the children anrl the work. 
':rho se n1en gave instructions for two hour6 a 
night. for which thev were paid by the 
dc[mrtment. The best work he knew of had 
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come from Ma Ma Creek. Some of the boys 
who attend<'d roclc 14 or 15 miles a nig-ht to 
get instruction in their trade, and they had 
been able to make very useful citizcnB. They 
1-vcro traincLl to be handy rncn, and could 
assi,t themseh·es when thev went into the 
bush. Considering- that soti1e of those boys 
rocle 14 or 15 miles a nig-ht to attend one of 
those trade schools. he thought the Minister 
would ag-ree that they ·~hould be extended. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC biS1'RUCTION 

interjected. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: He could give the 
:Minister the name of one place already to 
"-hich he could extend the trade school, and 
that was \Vvreema. He knew of a trades­
man ihcre who would take the classes, and it 
would not be as expensi,-e. The reason they 

had such a groat shortage of 
[5.30 ]l.m.] schools was owing- to the heavy 

cost of building them c>tu&ed by 
day labour. The cost under da:- labour was 
reallv prohibitive, and he thoug-ht that, in 
some' cases, three schools could be built if 
the;-.· called for tenders for the same price 
that two schools cost built by d>ty labour. 

Mr. SI?;ER.: He did not know if the 
Minister was awaw that the Education 
Department were purchasing leather from 
?\ew South Wales for boot repairing in 
connection w·ith the yocational training-, and 
that leather could be bought in Queensland 
for 9cl. per lb. cheaper and of just as g-ood 
qualih-. As this was a time w·hen they 
should economise, he hoped the :Ylini•ter 
would tab• that into consideration, and, if 
necessary, hP would agrcf:'' to supp]y him 
with as much leather as he wanted of g-ood 
qualitY at 9d. per lb. cheaper than the 
department >vere paying- at present. The 
question of education in Queensland was 
fairlv well catered for at present. The 
offlc•;rs of the department hac! always treated 
him courteously, and he con,idcrcd they 
carried out their work efficiently. 

1\ilr. KERR: Just recently he had been 
around a number of schools, and one out" 
standing ffcot he noticed was that very few 
pupils reached the sixth class. On turning 
to the report of the Senior Inspector, he 
noticed that he said-

" The sixth c]ass is dying out in the 
schools in my district. The total number 
of pupils of this grade in the sixtee_n 
schools in which a sixth class is found IS 

only thirty-six, and these, as a rule, work 
with the fifth class in all sub] ects except 
arithmetic and, perhaps, reading-. In all 
the large schools in and near Brisbane 
'vhich ~re on my list, the fifth class is 
the highest and from it the children 
aeneralh l~ave to g-o either to a oeeon­
dctry school or to some employment. 'l'he 
few who reach the sixth class owe their 
position more to effiuxion of time than 
to superior attainments." 

He asked the Minister to explain the 
meaning- of the two last lines of that pa_ra­
graph. That meant that people were~ gomg 
out into the world who were not gettmg- the 
education they were r,ntitlcd to. They left 
the school as soon as they reached the ag-e 
limit. Out of a total of 130,000 pupils, only 
2 000 attended the secondary schools. He did' 
,;ot think that cramming came into the 
question at all. The othH day when he 
asked the Minister to suppl_v him with a 
return showing- the number of scholarships 
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that wore being taken advantage of, he got 
the fig·urcs, \•·hich showed that in 1916 there 
were 681 od10larships, of which 670 sustained 
that lnstrqction longer than nine 1nonths. 
In 1917 there wore 855 scholarships, and 831 
remained after nino n1onths. In January~ 
1918, there were 797 sohol arshi ps, and 739 
suetainod the scholarship for nine months. 
In July, 1918, there were 585 scholarships, 
and 569 sustained thorn for nine months. 
In 1919 thoro were 1,400 scholarships, and of 
that number 1,344 sustained that instruction 
for nine months. When the,· saw the few 
that ro:tched the sixth class and the few 
who received scholarships, they could say 
that the standard of education was not 
iucreasing, but rather that it showed a retro· 
grade step. He referred the Minister to the 
conferNree of educational directors held in 
Sydnt~Y the other dav. That confer~nce 
deeidecl that thirteen years was the nght 
age to rotir<l from primary schools, but the 
child recmired a further two \ears in a 
technical· or secondary school to prepare 
the child for the career he ww~ going to 
follow. That showed that the children were 
not gPtting the full education they were 
entitled to. There was also a confPrence of 
dl rectors of f>'ducation held in Sydney on 
the 4th and 15th October, which was attended 
bv :\li'. Kenncdv, the Acting Under Secre­
t~rv for !'nbli~ Instruction, and Mr. 0. 
Radoli!fe, of Queensland. It was stated at 
that < onlcrenco that the sum of £800,000 
had been provided for the Commonwealth 
fOl' tlw education and training of the chil­
dren of the d(~ceascd, wounded, and n1ainu~d 
soldiers of Anotralia. ThG scheme provided 
for full tinw attemlance at school or l:niver­
::;1ty, aw's thirtcrn to sixteen~living at hon1e, 
£26 per annum, living away from home, £52 
per annum; from sixteen to cighteen-£52 
per annum if living at home, and £78 if 
living; av, a~' frorn horr1e; and over eighteen 
~ ear.,-£73 if living at home, and £130 if 
living a\vay from horrH~. 1__-:-ndcr scheme B 
allowance>< were made to children appointed 
to skilled trades. He would like to know 
from the :\1inister how the scheme was 
progrec,slng. 

:\h. ED\YARDS thought that great care 
should b" taken in the selection of teachers 
to go out and take charge of schools in newly­
settled districts. He knew young girl 
teachers who were sent into new districts 
and there as practically no place for them 
to stay. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUCTION : 
That is thcc fault of the people of the 
di "trict. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: HQ knew it was the fault 
of tho people of the district themselves, but 
they could not remedy it by dictating to the 
people. The troublo was that the people 
thought that their homP,s were not fit for 
boarding the thLcher. In many cases the 
people did not like the teacher to share their 
humbl<• homes. On several occasions he (lVIr, 
Rclwards) had e<een lady teachers living in a 
slab hut and hcc said without hesitation that 
that was not the proper accommodation to 
pr·ovido for a teacher. That sort of thing 
made a teacher discontented, and made her 
want to go back to the big centres of 
population. 

Mr. RrORDAN: That is a reflection on those 
who promised to board her. 

Mr. EDWARDS: He suggested to the 
Milli,ter that male teachers should be sent 
to newly settled districts. He knew that 

f~dtH'1tion \Yas n1aking gr0at strides in 
Queensland, and that it \Vas a big organi­
:-:ation to arrange for schools and teachers 
aJI over Queensland; but, ,ti]l, thev should 
alwa\'S trv and do better each v8'ar. He 
always no'ticcd that when the lady teachers 
wore transferred to the country they always 
v. ant eel to get back to the big centres of 
popnlation. The education of the country 
children was just as important, if not more 
i!llportant, than the education of children 
in the cities, but it happened that the 
children in the cities had more advantages 
than the children in the country. The 
teachers in the couutrv would have classes of 
about forty, but in" the city the classes 
a-..;eraged bebYeen sixteen and se....-entccn. 
He thought that education was a most 
important matter, and he hoped the Minister 
would see that the country got every con­
sideration so far as his department was 
concerned. 

Mr. PETEHS02\i congratulated the Minister 
upon the attitude he took up recently 
when he infom1ed the teachers in the city 
that if they were uot prepared to go out 
into the country they would have to put up 
\Vith the consequences. (Hear, hear!) That 
was a step in the ri.,ht direction. (Hear, 
h( .if~) He put in a \\ord for the teachers 
ont back because they had much more to 
put up with than those in the big centres. 
The teachers who lived in the metropolis had 
a big advantage over their brother and sister 
teachet·s, ao they could always go to the 
department at any time and have any of 
their grievances redressed on the spot. He 
thought on that account that more consider­
ation should be given to teachers in the 
country. It was only fair that the places 
of those who had gone away outback should 
be taken from time to time bv those who 
were in the cities. He wished to" bring under 
the Minister's notice a complaint that he 
had rnaclE) 011 scvE~ral orcasionp, For over 
two :--cat·s he had been cndccwouring to get 
a resiclcncc for the school teacher at Stem­
well, 1\Ir. 1\funro, who had, at present, to 
live at :"imth Rockhampton, and travel 32 
miles everv dav to the Strmwell school. 
He left ver:-· early in the morning and did 
not get homo until late .at night. Mr. Munro 
was a highly efficient officer and the people 
would be very sorry to lose him. The 
l\'[inister would agree that it was hardly a 
fair thing for a teacher to have to travel 
those distances, and he trusted that during 
the coming year, 'vhen money was available, 
thr :'11inistcr would do his utrnost to have 
a dwelling erected as quickly as possible, 
The school committee were quite prepared 
to accept an ordinary cottage, with reason­
able conveniPnces, at a cost of from, say, 
£450 to £500. 

Mr. COLLINS congratulated the depart­
ment on the good work being clone In his 
electorate they were ha.ving a rural school 
built which would soon be in opPration. The 
Department of Public vVorks was not able 
to think big enough in connection with the 
b11ilding of schools, so that, later on, the 
people had to apply for an increase in the 
siz<- of the schools. A large portion of .his 
electorate was without schools, unci he hoped 
that an itinerant teacher would be appointP-d 
to travel there. The hon. member for Oxley 
Reemed to tako umbrage at certain resolu­
tions \Yhich wore 'ubmittecl a.t the Townsville 
Labour Convention with the object of doing 
away with t.he doriftcation of war in the 
scho.ol books. The Labonr movem,cnt, not 
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only in the Commonwealth, but right 
throughout the ci,·ilised world, stood for the 
abolition of war. The hon. member for 
Oxlov talked about accounts of deeds of 
valour being excluded from the school 
bvoks, but there were many deeds vf valour 
being performed every day outside those 
performed in \var. He had seen, on n1ore 
than one occasion, men risking their lives 
in mines to save their mates. No one wanted 
their school children to be taught that the 
ideal to strive after was war. It was a pity 
that Shelley's writings were not included in 
the school books. There were some beautiful 
extracts which could be taken from the 
"]\.fask of Anarchy," some of the finest in 
the English language. There was also a song 
for the mrm of England, which could equally 
as well apply to Australia. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Did She!ley fight for his 
~ountry? 

Mr. COLLI;'\S : She!ley was a man who 
would live as long as the English language 
endured, while the hon. member for Drayton 
and himself would be forgotten. The Labour 
party stood for the abolition of "m·, and 
they wished the children to be taught to 
abhor war. 

Mr. FLETCHER: :"\obody can stop war. 

Mr. COLLI)JS : The workers of the world 
would stop war-(Hoar, hear !)-and they were 
seeking to educate the children against it 
through the medium of the schools. As a 
member of the Labour movement, he was 
Qpposed to any teaching in the State school 
books which would glorify war. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He had listened carefully to 
the suggestions of hQn. members, and would 
deal with them as briefly as possible. The 
leader of the Opposition referred to the 
necessity for more facilities in regard to high 
school-, and teachers, and both those matters 
would receive the very close consideration 
of the department. It was generally a 
young teacher who wont out to countrJ 
schools, and, as he acquired greater know­
ledge, and was ready to go in for a higher 
classification, he would be able to get back' 
into the city. The teachers in countrv 
districts had certainly not got the advantage's. 
appertaining to d1ose in the towns. They 
1vere endeavouring to encourage young 
teachers to ad,·ance in their classification, so 
that, when. the time came to assume responsi­
bility they would gradually go back to the 
city, and the children would get the advan· 
tage of higher education. The question of 
t~e difficulty of getting proper accommoda· 
tJOn for teachers was referred to, and that 
applied to men as 'vel! as women. A young 
man, when he was sent out to the countrv. 
might not like the place where he had to 
board; but when it cam.c to young girls, he 
had been a hsolutelv shocked bv letters 
Teceived by the depat:tment as to th'e callous­
ness of certain people in the country who 
wanted the teachers but were not prepared 
to house the young ladies who went out. 
He got a lRHrr onre a ·week. on an avrrage. 
from country districts wanting a school 
teacher. but they could not provide -accom· 
modrttion for a lady t'·achcr, and, consider· 
ing thnt the proportion of lady teachers to 
men teachers was two to one, thev could see 
the difficulty the de-partment had' m staffing 
schools propc>rlv. The interest which he had 
taken in the" country schools would, he 
thought. be recognised by hon. members. He 
had visited the outlying parts of the State 
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to se'' the conditions under which childr<>n 
were being taught, and to judge the build­
ing and the type of teacher, and as to 
\\Thethcr it v;, as necessar•,~ to remove him as 
soon as they could pt;t a better teacher 
there. They were improving the conditions 
under which the country children were being 
taught, a.nd, as years went by, he felt 
satisfied that the conditions in the country 
would be 'vel! up to the standard of those 
in the cities. It was simply a question of 
big schools as against small schools. Refer· 
once had been made bv hon. members to 
secondary schools, and "he would be quite 
prepared to do anything in that connection 
that he possibly could. They should have 
secondary schoob, and even university teach­
ing for their children, but they wanted the 
money. The departw.ent had not been able 
to -do all that was de'-,ired, but it would meet 
the demands as far as possible. 

jHr. EnW.\RDS: We w,ado a suggestion how 
to meet the difficulty to some extent-that 
is, by the contract system. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He would refer that to the 
vYorks Department. A great deal had been 
said as to the money which was being spent 
in the town schools as compared with those 
in the city. As long as he remained in the 
department he would look after the country 
echools. Of £154,728 spent in the schools, 
£105,000, or 84.3 per cent., was spent 
in the country, and {)llh 15.7 per cent. 
in the cities. He wished to point out 
that although they had a few good schools 
around Brisbane thev had a great number of 
bad oneii, and so~e shocking residences. 
He had paid a visit to a school teacher's 
house, adjacent to a metropolitan area, and 
it was so bad that he had had to close it 
up and give the teacher an allowance so 
that he might board elsewhere. Although 
<:ountry people complained, country schools 
were well off compared with those in metro­
politan areas. He had paid a visit with the 
hon. member for Nundah to a teacher's 
rc,idenco at Sandgatc, and it was so bad 
th ·i· he would not have lived in the place. 

Mr. SrzER: I did not mention that, but I 
hope you arc going to rectif} it this year. 

~\t ten minutes to 4 o'clock p.m., 
1\-Ir. DUNSTAN relieved the Ghairnuw in the 

chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRCCTIO;'\ : '!.'hey could not get the 
accommodation which was required for 
teachers in connection with c,)untrv schools. 
Even in the township it was not good. At 
one town he Yisited he met a young lady 
whom he had met previously in a North 
Qneensland school. The <:onditions under 
which she was living were such that, after 
she had had a talk with Mrs. liuxham, h0 
took the earliest opportunity of seeing that 
slw was transferred to a place which was 
m on' congenif1J to her. and a nutn vvas sent 
there in her place. It »as not often they 
could put a man in those places. Ho recog­
nised that many teachers. hen they had 
been in the metropolitan districts or in the 
Southern parts of the States. wanted to 
rnn1ain thPrc. 'l1 here 11ras a case ln 1vhich 
the;~· had difficulty in getting a school teacher 
to go to Bnrketown. He tried once or twice 
and finally, when an appointment was made, 
the teac·her jibbed at going there and said 
he- ·«":ould send in his resignation. He (J\1r. 
Huxham) said, " Send it in. I would rather 
ha,·e it than be bothered with teachers who 
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>Yill 110t uo '.Yhat thev are told and will not 
obce;·.-e the cunttact "they entered into when 
the" joined the uepartmcnt." As far as he 
was concerned countr,~ rnem bers could rest 
acsured that ,: Ictir deal would be gi.-en in 
seeing they hau the scnices of the more 
highi_v-dassified teachers. Tho point was 
raised of the unties of teachers. Xext to 
tl:Je howe life, the tc:>cher was the most 
important hctor in bringing out the very 
boot that '' cts in their children, and the 
question of rnonPy should not be taken into 
consideration if theY had the nece,,sarY n1oney 
to do the right thing by those n1en and 
won1cn. Ii it can1c to a que!;jtion of raising 
the nc(·s:c:,sary rnoncv by t.1xation for the 
be-nefit oi the children, there should be no 
hesitation in pro.-iding it The question of 
bookkeeping in schools was raised by the 
leader of ilw Opposition. Ho thought hon. 
tncnlbE'rs \\·ould rocoqnisc that the curriculum 
'"as. ~uffi('icntly larg~ at present. and to add 
further subjects was out of the question. 
If parents were desirous of getting those 
subjects taught to their children. thee' should 
s0nd them to the Technicnl Col!e,~o and not 
expect the teacher to teach one or two 
scholarc. 

The hon. member for Oxlcv raised two 
or throc VGl'Y interesting questions, but he 
rnade no prartical suggPstions. It \vas all 
verY well to talk in a high-falutin' wav about 
what things should be done. Let something 
practical be put before them. The hem. 
gentleman spoke about sex hygiene. vYhcn 
some of the loading physicians in the com­
munity, who were interested in ohild!ife. 
brought snggestione bde>re him ,,, hi eh should 
be fairly well considered, he was not going 
to turn them down at the suggestion of t.hc 
hon. member for Oxlev. If thev had these 
things properly laid mit. there >vas no ques­
tion of it• being beneficial to the young life 
entrusted to the tea.cher. He was not going 
to ea.v that the male teacher should tPctch 
the girls, or vice Yorsa ~ but, as fn,r as pos­
sible. the malo teac.hcr should teach the bovs 
that, ,shich \Yas necessary to tbcir grO\Yit;g 
life, and the same in regard to the girls. 

The ew···,tion of >Yar also had been ra.ised. 
\Yhcn they conBidered that the Lo><gue of 
Kations was formed to stop war, hem. mom­
ber·s need not for a rr1on1Gnt imagi~1c ho \vas 
going to be an ad.-onte of it. ·when the:: 
sa\\" eYidence of war all about tben1, and 
realised tha.t fOl' manv voan to eomo thev 
·would continue to see~ those evidences. the:~ 
need not expect him to do anything· ·which 
'' ould lw Iikolv to make him feel that anv 
phas0 of that· question was being· lightly 
set asidP. He would like to eoe less <tcri­
monious discus(,ion in that Chamb2r. Often, 
after the prayNo hr,d hoen read, he fplt 
disgusted that Hwy s.honld be at each other 
like dingoes. He had often thought it would 
be a. good thing to move that the pra::er 
should be abolished. He would rather seo 
tl1c n1QD('\ put 1nto oth-er indu~trit-1! thrtn 
those relating to war, ancl they would then 
haY('; lP'"., Ull('ITlplDylncnt and a n1ore hapnv 
community. There were other sugge•-tio.us 
which hon. members h:1d made. He would 
take those mdtors in hr,nd with the depart­
ment, and do the best he could to meet the 
ncede of the schools. ~Members need not fear 
coming to him and discussing matters ,,·hich 
they thought wnnld be beneficial. All he 
asked was that they should not bring fm·­
ward any Buggestion that they kne\Y was 
likely to be put aside. He wanted some­
thing practical. If they knew he had no 

mono;~, let them not ask for expenditure. 
When he had plenty of money, thc:y could 
rely upon it he would opcncl it fairly. 

The hon. member for Dravton was 
interested in rnral schools, and ,:cferrPd to 
the ~\la M a. Crc,•k ,chool. The t was an 
adju?-ct to the rural sch;:HJls, and ''-'tu; a .ln.ost 
adm!rflble school to •duch thc5 w:.re g1vmg 
all encouragement they possibly could. It 
\vas only a question of n1ore rrwn~~- _to mak:e 
it a centre of a great deal of acnnty. He 
could rrssure the hon. member that the reports 
which the'. had would induce them to look 
YP''Y fayoln·ab}y on that ~:School v;hen they 
had the neco~sary rnoncy. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARTMEXT OF :MIXES. 

Tlw HO::VJE SECRETARY moved-That 
£101,913 be grante'd for "Department . of 
JYiines." In this there were mcreases whJCh. 
wore applicable to all departments in regard 
to salaries. Also, there \Vas a depa.rturf'< 
inasrrn1ch a~ the vote " In Aid of :,Iining" 
had been reduced from £24,600 io £16,000. 
This was n:allv a transferring of the am-ount 
to " State Mining Operations." They would 
notice that " State !\lining Operations" had 
ivcren.ecd from £17.400 to £31,850. All the 
operations now were jJla.ccd under that head­
ing, including the arsenic works, /ho boring 
for petroleum at Roma, and the Governmf'nt 
drilling operations. 

Before resuming his scat, he wanted to 
deal with the <}HC'tion raised ~y the h:m. 
member for Burnctt on the prevwus evenmg 
in regard to arsenic. It y;as a great pity 
that members did not go to the department 
and make their complaints. On this occa­
sion, it was apparent that the hon. gentle­
man thought he was scoring a point against 
the Gon·rnment bv taking the actwn he d1d. 
Thoro might be some degree of truth in the 
statem<mt made bv him. It wsa for him 
(Mr. l\1eCormack), ae representing the 
Minister for ~line'. to eco that people got 
\\hat they purchased and to inve;;tigatc a 
case like that, and see if a n1istako had been 
rnad.C'. It \Vas 'i rcn1arkablc thing to him 
how 1 uch rr rnistake -could occur. The hon. 
membPr sent along to the the Mines Depart­
:rncut for anah sis a. ,, ample of arsenic. .He, 
fi1 L of a 11, ullo;;lc{-1 thu departrnent into 
bclirYing that the san1ple ~~ arsP_nlc ore, 
showin: th .. t he \Yas not actmg fauly and 
hono:1r'ablv. "\.t the oubet ho tried to lead 
them to 'believe that it \Yas a sa1nple of 
ore founcl in his district. 

:\ir. CoR:OER: No; I diu not say that. 

The HO:,n: SECRETARY: He had his 
letter, which said: " 1'hc }\fount Pen·:} tcud 
o£ n1y c1ectora.tc." \vhich would natul'ally 
intimate that he had a eamplo of ore fouml 
in his district. The letter said-

" I attach a package of arsenic f.torr.t 
the :Mount Pern· end of mv elt ctO!·ate 
from a Mr. Allcn, ,.-ho waJ1ts it tested 
for its arsenic content. 

" \\' ould c·ou pleaoe let nw h<en' result 
on his behalf at au early date, and. 
oblige." 

TI1is mrrn ~,·,·as regarded as a prospector; the 
sa.1nnJe -,vas sent to the Governrncnt Analyst 
and-ass a ve-d free of eh a rgo. If a prospector 
had a piece of ore which he desired to have 
tested, and sent it to the Mine,, Department. 
the Mines Department very rightly d1d 1t 

Hon. W . .McGonnack.] 
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for nothing. But in the case the hon. gentk­
man quoted it was simply a chock upon a 
purcha-,e. and the hon. gentleman should 
haYo said so. At any rate, thD samp 1o was 
analysed and it turned out to be arsenic, 
and it \\'as alleged by :\lr. Corscr that :\Ir. 
Alien purchased the arsenic from the State 
anonic mine. Ho (the Minister) did not 
know whether he had done that or not; 
neither did the Mines Department. Mr. 
Alien got 4 cwt. from somewhere. IIe sent a 
sample to the :\lines Department to be 
assayed, and the result was tho following 
report:-

"I, the undersigned first Assistant 
GoYernment Analyst for the Stat" of 
Queensla,nd, do hereby certify thot I 
receiyed. on the 16th day of September, 
1920, from l\Ir. Bernard H. C01·-er. 
M.L.A., \Yetlwron, one sample of 
'arsenic' from Mr. Alien, near :\Iount 
Perry, and have analystd the sarr1e and 
declare tho result to be as follows:-

" The sample contained only 19 per 
cent. of arsenious oxide (white arsenic). 

"There was 70 per cent. lnsoluble in 
caustic soda. This comisted principally 
of C"rushed stone containing ar;::;.enical 
pyrites (probably flnodust)." 

That was the assay of the sample submitted. 
He did not know \Ylwthcr the hon. mom!Jcr 
for Durnett knew anything about sampli11g. 

Mr. CORSER: I know how to analyse 
arsenic as well as :-n.mplP it. 

The HO ::VIE SECRETARY: He did nut 
profess to know anything about au ana]y::;fs 
work. 

::Vlr. CORSER: \Yell, I do. 

The HOME SECRETARY : ~-\nd he was 
prepared to ':l.Y that the hon. gentleman did 
not know 1nuch n1o1'C. 

The pREMIER: \\'hat does it proYe if he 
does know anything about it'! 

The HOME SECRETARY: .\nal:·sing is 
a professwn. If the hon. member said i·· 
was his profession he would accept his \Yord. 
r:rho samplo \vas secured, and it \Yas onh, 
fair for tho hon. gent]ernan to how it 
v,as sccm·cd. \Yas it a fair \Yas 
the rnsenic interfered \Yith between the time 
of sending it from tht' mine and the mall 
rec~iving it? " San1pling V\ as a YPry ticklish 
bus1nc~s, and anyone who lnlC\Y anything 
about !t knew that the ore mnst be watched 
b,v the interested party when being sampled. 
He (:.VIr. McCorrnack) certainly would not 
sell m:e unless he had an agent watching the 
sarnphng. 

An OPPOSITION lY1E11BER: Aren't you pleased 
it has come under your notice? 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: He was 
pleased; but he wanted the hon. gentleman 
to be fair. He got ·" sample without auv 
knowledge of hey; the person came by it. " 

Mr. CORSER: I han' taken more precaution 
than that. I am going to make m,~ own 
statements. I am not going to allow you 
to make thorn. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He knew 
what the hon. gentleman had said, and he 
\Vas going to show that hD \vas unfair in 
his criticism and wa' attempting to dc,troy 
the reputation of the arsenic. On the one 
hand he alleged that his whole interest was 
for the prickly-pear selector, and yet he 

[Hon. W. Jl1cGormack. 

would endeavour to turn the people against 
nr~cnic. The hon. gcntlcrnan was prepared 
to defame the fair name of the State. or lo 
do anything at all, no matter how unscrupu­
lous. so long as ho could score on the 
Government. 

Mr. CORSER: That won't bluff me from 
saying it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was just 
"'" ,,-ell to know ".here the hon. gentleman 
stood. He must know how the sample "as 
Recurcd. It rnight be n 11 right and above­
board, but the least tho hon. gentleman 
could do was to explain how he secured the 
sample, and ·where the arsenic carne from. 
It might not be State arsonic at all. That 
\Yas onlv the second cDn1plaint that had been 
received regarding the arsonic sold by the 
:\1 ines Department. a !though 305 tons had 
been sold to the people. They had number; 
of testimonials from people who had used 
it, and orders had been repeated again and 
again. They had supplied it to men who 
were manufacturing dip. \Youid the hon. 
g-entleman say that those people did not 
understand their business? 

:Ylr. CoRSER: Did I cay they did not know 
their business'! 

The IIO:\IE SECRETARY: Tho hon. 
gentleman had dragged the matter into the 
1-Iouse, thinking to dan1ago the Governn1ent. 

l\Ir. CoRSER: I am not g-oing to drag it 
out, either. 

The HOME SECRET~'cRY: It wonld be 
a' fair for him (:\Ir. McCormack) or the 
~ifinistc•r for IVIines to lJloek arsenic alto­
gether from going to the hon. gPntleman:s 
elPciorate lH'cause of l11s statement as his 
statPrnent was to the Government. 

l\fr. COHSER: That is what you do. 

The H0:\1E SECRETc\RY: The bulk of 
tlw money spent on the vote for his depart­
nlf'nt for~ the clcarinfr of prickly-pe-ar had 
been spent in the hon. Q;entlcman's electorate. 
incspcdiYc of his 1wlitics. ctncl he kne";: It 
Y' tnH'. ThD hon. Iuc::nber should be tan 
about the matter. 

l\Ir. CORSEH: \Yo do not 0\H' you anything 
for that. 

The IIO:\IE SECRETARY: All he was 
asking for '\Yas fa!r trcatnH~nt. T9c hon. 
gentlernan \vas 'tryrng to score aganr~t the 
GoYernmcnt. but he had not scored. 

l\Ir. C'lRSER: I am shaking you up. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The hon. 
member had ncYer shaken anybody up. 
HmYoYer, he had asked the police to secure 
tlw arsenic. He was going to see that the 
whole of the ar,enic in the hands of Mr. 
All on was going to be sarnplod; and if the 
hon. gc'ntleman \YaB right, then the matter 
would be attended to. 

Mr. CORSER: There you are. " If he is 
right?" 

At twenty minutes after 4 o'clock p.rn., 
The CHAIR3IA:>r resumed the chair. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They had 
sold oYer 300 tons, and had no complaint. 
So. surely, it as reasonable to. suppose that 
a mistake had been made erther by the 
o-entleman himself or bv the a"enic mine, 
~ne! thev wanted to know where it had 
bc"n made. 

Mr. CORSER: That is a bit more reasonable. 
The PRE}HER: It might ha Ye been 

d0libcrately " faked." 
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~lr. CORSER: rrhat is a charge ag-ainst the 
:rr1an \Yho sent it. You say it mnside. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They w>Lnted 
l:o nctil those misleading statements of the 
hon. gcntlema,n. 

:'11r. ConSER: Don't you say "mish•ading.'' 

Tho H0:\1E SECRET.\RY: Only a, few 
~lays ago they had had a, Brrmple from re 
go]d 1nine. A_ssa;-~s were 1naclc ·which went 
3 oz., 4 oz., 5 oz., and some 50 oz. They 
sent th·· Government Geologi,t to investi­
gate. Ho did not take ono little bit showing 
gold, but he samnlecl the mine, with the 
result that the whole thing was a frost. He 
just mentioned that to sho,,- what ca.re 
ehould be taken when supplying sa,mples 
before a complnint was made in the House. 
Arsonic was soluble in c 1ustic sod.1. Had 
the gentleman been experimenting with the 
arecnic? 

Mr. ConsER: I suppose you imagine he 
dissolved it first and gave you the grit. I 
suppose that i<s the tale you will tell. 

The HO:IIE SECRETARY: The gentle­
man might have sc•nt tho sa.mple in good 
faith. He v, J.S not accusing him at all. He 
might have been experimenting, trying to 
dissolve it. and, 1naybo, he dissolYcd the free 
arccnic and sent the residue to the hon. 
gentleman for assay. rrhat rnight have 
hap]wned. 

Mr. CORSER: It might have happened. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If such wa.s 
the ca;-:;c, there \Yae no blr1..1no on the Mines 
Department. He had probably been oxpcri­
rr;enting; and if tho residue were sent down. 
d1d the hon. gentleman sa:, it was fair to 
accuse the Government of selling something 
21legcd to be arsenic that was not .arsenic 
at all? 

Mr. CoRSER: Did I say lw •·cnt you the 
residue? 

TIH• HO:\IE SECRETAHY: He did not 
tell thorn ho·,,- he got the eam11le. 

Mr. CORSER: He got it from the Govern-
111ent. 

The Hm.m SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman had admittC'd straightout that he 
did not care how "-rong it was so long as he 
injured the GovPl~nrncnt. 

l\Tr. CoRSER: I dicl not make any such 
·statement. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 
gentleman clid not care whether 
got arsenic or not. 

:vir. CoRSER: That is not true. 

The hon. 
the settlers 

Tho HO:\IE SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman would defame the good name of 
a State enterprise product without thinking 
who mig.ht suffer; he did not care if the 
sho\v '')hut Jo\\11 and arsenic vvas unprocurM 
.able. He cared not at all for anvthing 
which would benefit the State, o~· the 
settler·,,. so long as he scored at the expense 
of the Government. 

::Ylr. Constn: So long as the sectler got a 
fair deal. I haye shaken you up, anyhow. 

The HOME SECRETARY: When he had 
finished with the hon. gentleman, the hon. 
gentleman would be prepared to eay " Kame­
rad." (Laughter.) He would giYe an illus· 
tration of an assaY value of the ore that 
was in the arseni'c n1lne~not the arsenic 

produced. The following was an a,•,ay of a. 
sample taken from a shaft and sent to the 
Government Analyet :-Sample from shaft: 
Gold, trace; silver, 1 oz. 18 dwt. per ton of 
ore; copper, 0.1 per cent.; arsenic, 21.5 per 
cent.-more arsenic in the crude ore before 
it had been treated at all than was in the 
hon. gentleman's sample. 

1\'Ir. CoRSER: It just shows what ,·ou sent 
ont. I would believe that settler l>dorc: I 
wonld believe you. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Oh, well; we 
took the arsonic out and sent them the ore. 
(La ng·!Jter.) The samples that he was refer­
ring to which they had assa~·c-d were not 
taken like the hon. gentleman's sample had 
b~en taken-they were taken during the 
course of the overyda=· operations of the 
mine. ·The followiug was the i'esult of a. 
further a~ny :-Sample from drive: Gold, 
trace: silver, 4 07.. 14 dwt. per ton of ore; 
copper, 1.0 per cent.; ar~onic, 18.5 per cent. 
Both of them contained as much arsenic as 
the hon gentleman's sample. He had an 
average nmple of shipments of arsenic sent 
rt'~\ :t.y from the rninc, a.nd the 8ssay 'vas 
intorceting-. The complaint made by the 
hon. member ''as the only one they had out 
of a!! the ar•.cnic they had sent from the 
minf'. 

:\'h. VowLES: You told us there was 
another one. 

ThP HOME SECRETARY: There was 
~nother coruplaint about delay. 

Il\TERHCPTIO~ OF BUSINESS. 

At thirty minutes after 4 o'clock p.m., 
Tlw CHAlR::VlA~ said: Under the pro­

\'isions of Standing Order 'No. 306 and of the 
Sc~sional Orrler agreed to by the House on 
the 16th instant, I will now leav<> the chair 
nnc1 rn.ake my report to the I-Iouse. 

'I'ho Home resumed. The CHAIR1IAN 
rPportcd progress. and the Con11n1ttee 
obiainc·d le.,vc to "'•it ag·ain at a later hour 
uf the day. 

:.CPPLE'\lE:'\L\RY ESTI:\IATES, 1920-21. 

The SPEAKER annOLmced the receipt of 
a, rnessago frorn IIis Excellency the Governor 
forwarding Supplementat·y Estimates for the 
financial yoa.r ending on the 30th June, 1921. 

Ordered to bP printed .and referred to 
Committee of Supply. 

QUESTIOX. 

Mr. KERR: I would like to ask the 
Secrdary for Railways without notice-

" \Vhen will the return asked for by 
rnc yesterday in regn rd to closing dol\ n 
of railway construction be tabled?" 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS 
(l-Ion. J. Larcombe, Ktp]'!f'/) replied-

" The return "skcd for bv the hon. 
gentleman contains questions 0£ a varied 
nature, anrl I arn unable to say when 
the information will be available. but 
some of it will be available on the 
discussion of the Railway Est1mates." 

Ml'. KERR: Seeing that the discussion of 
the Railway Estimates will probably come 
on to-night--

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 
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PAPER. 

Th<> fo!Jowing paper, laid on the table, 
was ordered to be printed:-

AnmL I report of the Under Secretary 
for relines. 

JOI='JT COMMITTEES. 

COXTIXUATION DURING RECESS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
r. mes.·ag·e from the Council. inviting the 
concurrence of the .\ssembly in a resolution 
to the effect that the Buildings, Refreshment 
i~ooms, and Libnu·~: Con1n1ittBe;;; should con­
tinue their functio~s during the reccs~~. 

On the motion of the PREMIER. it was 
ord0red that a message be returned to the 
Council, intimating the concurrence of the 
Assembly in their resolution. 

PRmroTroxs aT TEACHERs. 

On the motion of Mr. T. R. ROBERTS 
(Ea .. t 'l'oowoom ba), on behalf of Mr. Fry, 
1t was formally resolved that there be laid 
upon the table of the House a return 
sho\ving-

" 1. (a) The names of all teachers who, 
from December, 1918, to December, 1920, 
had received promotion to the office of 
head teacher of metropolitan schools; 
(b) the names of head teachers trans­
ferred from one metropolitan school to 
anoth~r; (c) the names of head teachers 
promoted to the inspectorate. 

" 2. V\'hat promotions were made on the 
recommendation of-(a) the Under Secre­
tary or Acting Under Secretary; (b) 
those made without his recommendation; 
(c) those made contrary to the Under 
Secretar:,- and Acting Under Secretary's 
recommendation." 

SUPPLY. 

llESU:\IPTio~ OF Co:uMrTTI£E-SrxTEENTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. I1irwan, Bri,,banc, in the chair.) 

MIKES DEPART:\IEKT. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question again stated--That £13,830 be 
granted for "Chief Office." 

The HOME SECRETARY (continuing): At 
the adjournment he was was dealing with the 
charge !lJadc bv the hon. member for Burnett 
again~t the JVI{nes D<~partn1ont for supplying 
ar~nnic thc:.t v.~as not up to the standard. 
llu '"as going to rea·d to the Conllnittec 
the a Ye rage assays of the arsenic sent out 
from tlw Arsenic \Vorks tha" were sold to 
con,umcrs of arsenic. That would show the 
House that the arsenic sold was up to the 
standard. He had received the following 
letter from Mr. J. B. Hendcrson, Govern­
JEf'nt Anal~7st :-

"To the Stat(~ J\IIining Eng-ineer, 
u :l\Ii11cs Departn1ent. Brisbane_ 

"I, the undersigned, Government 
Analyst for the State of Queensland, do 
hereby certih- that I received on the 
ninete2nth da~y of September, 1919, from 
you one sample of white arsenic marked 
' First product from State Arsenic 

[Hon. W. McConnack. 

\Vorks,' and have analysed the same, and 
declare the result to be as follows:-

" The sample yielded-
Per cent~ 

Moisture 0.5 
Arsenious anhydride (AS, 0" 90.2 
Insoluble in caustic soda (ore-

dust, etc.) S.t 

99.3 
" (Signed) J. B. HEXDERSO:-J, 

"At Government Ghemi< ~1 Laboratory 
'' Brisbane. 

" 20th September, 1919." 
That \Vc>s an ayeragc sarnplo of the :1.rsenic 
sold to people in thP State. ~u1nbers of 
mQnufacturcrs were bu.ving the arsenic, and 
if there \Yas anything m the charg·e of the 
hem. Inc1nbcr-tbat the Government vvere 
attempting to defraud s0ttlers, or purchas<-n·s,_ 
of ar;;;;cuic-SLP'elv it \Yould have corno under 
the notice of thf' GoYermnent before now ! 
The c:ettler -,.va-:, n 1nan 1vho w;;ed arsenic as 
a chcn1ical, and he was always sure to test 
it. Ho would find out the percentage of 
arsonic by using· it in the dipping pit. If 
the material had oniy got 19 or 20 per cent. 
of ars<mic in it. then his cheap mixture would 
not be up to the standard. A good amount 
of an3cnjc had been sold to rrianufacturet·s 
for chemical purposes. and not one complaint 
had been made by those people. He had 
hero several testimonial", but he would not 
delay the Hou•,e by reading them all. This 
\Vas frcnn a farn1er, a typical ea ,~e, as 
n;entioned by the hon. member-

" Dear Sir,-I desire to thank you for 
obtaining deliverance of the arsenic 
ordered bv me from the State arsenic 
mme. I a'ln using it in exactly the same 
manner as I used the imr1orted arsenic, 
and I am ple<tsed to be able to say 
that the StatP arsenic is equal to the 
imported arsenic in cYery wa~Y. 

"Yours faithfully. 
,, P. RYAN." 

That \Vas one letter. \Vhat he "antPd to sav 
vas that, if any hon. membe-r had a grie,~'­
ancc such as this. if he intended to act fairly 
both b:. the person ,,-lw pm·rl}ased the arsenic 
and b' the selior of the arecnic, ho would 
have gone to the department and made his 
c,Jm]~laint. 

Mr. Con<En : I ·did .,omething else. 

The HOJUE SECRETAHY: The hon. 
lll''mbcr did not do that. He thought he was 
voing to score, but he did not. He t.hought 
it vvas another "dud." The hon. 111e!nber had 
nnt givc'n them time to get full information. 
Ile had the arsenic which the hon. member 
sent a Jan1ple of. 

JHr. \ 1 O\VLES : That is all right. You were 
told yesterday that it \Ya::; at your dispo~.al. 

Thte HO~lE SECRETARY: ThiB >\as ,~h0 
po1nt \Yhwn he \vas go1ng to stres::z. lhe­
hon. member, and hon. members of the Oppo­
sition gPn.Prally~partiruhtrly h(}n. me1nbcrs 
of the Countr:,· party-were quite willing to 
use any argumt'nts to destroy the Govcrnuwnt 
irroopectivc of the fainwss of them, and the 
hon. men1bcr 1.vas candid and fajr in saying 
that l10 did not care who Buffered as long a& 
he scored. He he.d said that in an interjec­
tion to him (:Nlr. McCormack) that afternoon. 
T,hc hon. meHn bt'r also said that he had a 
knowl<Xlgo of assaying. He would like to 
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know where he got that kno\ ledoc fron1? 
\Vas it ,,·hen he wa~ handling that ~lough at 
Gatton Collegn that he had spoken of sixteen 
years ago? 

l\Tr. CORRER: That one Yon rrave to th·• 
'-oldiel"': '? l~oLody handled ~t in ~r1y time. 

The TIO}IE SECRET.\RY: "\Yhen did the 
hon. n1ernber. get knovdedge sufficient to 
anal :·ec a rscn1c? 

:VIr. CoRSEH: I ,,-ill make my own rcp]v to 
you. 

The li0:\1E SECRETARY: He thought 
the hon. HlCinber did not kno',;· anything 
about it. 

Mr. CORSER: I will giYe vou mv authoritv 
in DrisLJanc. The labor~tory 'at Gattoll 
College is where I got my kno\vlcdgc. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
nlerrdJ~r ha~ ~C'\'Urcd. this sarnplo, and ho had 
JJot g'lYPn lll.torrnatton to thn I--Iousc as to 
how he :;ccurod it. 

Mr. CoRSER: Yes. I did. 

The HOME. SECRETARY: Fancy a per­
son go1ng·. out .~n .the bush and getting a stone, 
and S(1 nchng It 1n and ·~aying that it, w1s a 
s~mple! They should find out the correctness 
o. the ,ca~nplc, hrst of all, and the loest the 
hon. member could haYe done for the Mines 
Department, and the least the man who 
hought the arsenic could have done was to 
acqu":int the :Vlines Department that the 
arsemc was not up to standard. It showed 
how dangerous a little knowledge was. Tho 
hou. member had apparently a little know­
lodge. He knew how to dissolve the arsenic. 
Perhaps he got son1e caustic soda and dis­
solved the arsenic. ·and then sent the residue 
to the Mines Depa!·tment. He thought tlw 
productiOn of arsemc by the State was going 
to be a good tlnng for the pricklv-pear 
settlor··, and he <lid not want to see any 
person, for the sake of a little politic::tl 
kudos, endenYOUl' to de~troy the good name 
of the product. The product ha·d a good 
:wme nt prc•ont, rrnd. poop le ·:: ho had bought 
1t had nepeatcd then· orders. If the hon. 
n1e1nbt-r n1ado the ':lf11110 statBmcnt outside the 
I-Iou~e ~Lout a11y ?the~· n anufacturer's pro­
clnct. 'nthout pronng 1t. >he would be liable 
to prosecution. The hon. 11H'lnbor was pro­
pn.rcd to d(".;troy \Yithout inyestigation the 
good name of a State product: he was pre­
pared to lot ;t p:o forth broadcast that thr> 
State vvas "taking do\vn" the people to 
whc)Jn it was ~0lllng arsenic-that \YB.S the 

of the charge. He denied that 
arcuscd the hon. rnernbcr for the ~akf; 

of a polit;"al ~ain, of atten111ti~o· to Uw,troy 
an jHdnstr;v which would be of great use tO 
tho farming conununity. L 

Mr.. CORSER: If. the Home Secretary 
hrl'.! h1s •.~e1y 111 handlmg the Mines Depart· 
ment, or anythmg. else, he would prohibit 
nH:~n1bcrs frorn talung up the case of anv 
indiYidual outside, particularly a primarY 
prod ut ,)r. vd1o was a rrw.n \vho had to be 
nti<lcd in the backblocks with anything he 
got. If e '' ,v~ not to tako up the grievance 
nf Silch an individual, because, if he did, 
he wunld be put down as a criminal or 
accu Jed of doing son1ething wrong \v,hich 
wou 1 d i n.i ure the fair narne of the Govern­
rnent. That was what the hon. gentleman', 
~har<:" ca;11e to. He told them that police 
lllY('sbgatlOns were going to be made-the 
mme way as when the Premier tried to 
destroy the fair name of the Opposition 
when ho said that there had been some 

tampering with an aeroplane. and he said 
lw would sooncJ' keep out of it than get in. 
They had also hoard of police investigations 
in ccmnccf:ion with R certain reprint. He 
attC<rnptcd to defend the actions of his depart­
merit by saying that the police were going 
to take posse--~ion of certain supplies of 
fll'"conic h-,ld b:,' an individual. Last night, 
in dealing with the State arsenic, he (Mr. 
Corser) complained that a certain quantity 
of arsenic 'vhich went from the mine was 
not u 1 ' to standard, and he showed that, 
when that complaint was brought to his 
knowledge, he took some action in trying to 
prove whetlwr the individual was correct. 
The indiYiclual conccr•"•ed-Mr. Allen-told 
him that he had on on f) or two occa.sions 
reported tu the arsenic people. or the dcpart­
rncnt. that this arsenic \Vrts insoluble in 
caustic soda, and the reply from the depart­
ntcnt, or the n1ine~, was that it contained an 
amount of fluedu~t, ''Thich was put in as a 
colouring mattn. But they told him. as 
the Minister said, that this was the first 
complaint., and that it was only fluedust, 
an·d that the man ought to be satisfied that 
thr' arsenic was good. When the individual 
snpplied him with a sample of the arsenic, 
he sent it to the Government AnalYst in 
Brisbane. HP did not sav, "Here is s~mc of 
your GoY('rrtJncnt arseniC"; he would not be 
'·llCh a "melon" as that! 'l'he Minister would 
have got hold of it. In the interests of 
fair play, acting between tho man who had 
to buy that arsenic in good faith and the 
department which supplied it, he wanted to 
do the fair thing. He sent a letter to the 
Government Analyst stating he was sending 
this sample of arsenic that he had secured 
in the Mount Perrv district. The Govern­
ment Analyst imagined that it was a sample 
of ore, and the :iVfines Department wrote 
that it was a sample of arsenic ore which 
was supplied by the hon. member for Burnett 
from tho :\-fount Perrv district. When the 
Government Analyst's 'report came along, it 
was a"·' stated in the House last night, and 
it showed that a lot of the discoloration 
•'"as probablv fluedust: that was to say, the 
etatr•ment of the gentleman who told him 
wac rrdmittcd by the department which was 
l'Unning· it~and God knew who was running 
it ' IIc did not knew whether it was the 
:Vlincs or the Lands Department, or the 
arsenic people at Stanthorpe. Whoever was 
running the bnsinoss wrote to say that it 
·.•:as flucdust. He supposed that Mr. Alien 
could show the lett0r in which the manager 
said it ''"" flnedust. Later on, they had an 
;1n~Jysis sho~.Ying that thei·c was fluedust in 
it, and that 70 per cont. of it was probably 
crushed stone. That was what the Minister 
rlirl not like. He was trying to make out 
that he (i\Jr. Corscr) had insinuated that 
all the arsonic which had left those arsenic 
field.s had been bad, a1od only contained 19 
pet· 1 ent. Xo such statement could be attr,i­
butec1 to hin1. and he was not going t<J take 
it. IEs was that a particular 
p:.rc c] of "\Yas sent to a man, and he 
had g:iYf'n bi.:;; namP "'t1ld told 1vhat he had 
to sav about i'" Ho had the certificate in 
hi~ h'and no1v, and whPn he received that 
cc>J·tiftC'ate hC' \Yas not such a. "melon" as to 
come here and be subjected to the argu­
ment which the 11inister would make-that 
it Wets a G. ndc sample. He took the precau· 
tion to wri•,c" to :'.Ir. Alien and tell him that 
Yer.v probably it ,,-ould be said that this 
wa'· not a true sample of the arsenic that 
he received, and he said, " vYhat evidence 

Mr. Corser.] 
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can you give me that this 1s the correct 
satnp1.c and a tl'uo one," and his reply Wa"l 
that 1t was a sample taken from the keg; 
and the whole of the balance of the keg 
was in his property, plugg·cd up, at the 
pre,ent time, and at his (:Mr. Corser's) dis­
posed, and he offered it to the Government 
last ilight. \Vhcn he received this complaint 
from an individl!al who had had to pay 
for th1:3 ur~e1nc, the Governrnent would have 
him my nothing about it; they would say, 
':Let the individual outback pay all he 
hkcs, but do not 1nake a charge again8t 
the CO\·crnmont, because the credit is so 
good." 

The n G:\lE SECR.ETARY ; IY 0 \Yill ha VC you 
for £2 2s. for assay. 

:,lr. CORSEn: The hon. gentleman had 
to it. Tht-.:r' would havo him, tho hon. 
gcr for a few guineas, too, if it 
c ·""c tn use the State facilities for certain 
pueposos. He would certainly pay £2 2s. 
before thPy made a settler pay it. 

The IImiE SECRETAR.Y: You will have to. 

l\h. CO USER: \Yell, he would see if he 
would pay it. Lot them trv and make him 
pay it. 'l'hi' selector told l;im the keg was 
a ntilable. He had offered it to the Govern­
In(~IIt on the prcYious night. Now they were 
go1ng to try and 111ake a scnsat·ion in their 
0\VY.l intcreot, and saY, "\Ye will .get the 
polwe to take possession of it.'' 

The PREMIER: You are very scared. 

:Yir. CORSEn: The hon. gentlemen were 
preth· scared. They had been scavenging 
the department to try and refute this state­
ment, but it could not be refuted. because 
he had a copy of the certificate authorised 
by the Gonrmnent Analyst in this State. 

The PRDIIER: Of your residue. 

:\Ir. CORSEH: How did the hon. gentle­
man know it was rc>•,idue '? That n1an was 
rnore hone.-;t than he wab. 

The PHE:"\!IEH : I-Io\v do you know it is not? 

l\1r. CORSER: Bocaljsc, after the election, 
all th' Y hue! on the other side was reciduc 
wh' :,hould this be residue' (Laughter.) ' 

The CHAIR:UAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
gentlcrnan to proceed with his speech, and 
not to reply to iutorjections. 

:'\h. CORSER: He would endeavour to 
do <0. But hon. gentlemen opposite did not 
likt anything which was done in the interests 
of fair play. He had taken this up in the 
intcrPsts of the settlor. Thev had proved 
that the arseuic this man had 'Cnt, and a 
sample takf'n from the supph-, was a sample 
tlw Covenm10nt should never have claimed 
this amount of CDC'ncy on_ That man had 
ca\"Od--hc had taken the precaution to find 
out that ho would save-the whole of the 
keg so as to enable a further analysis to be 
madP if the Government desired. They 
found themselves in a hole; they had to 
proce,:d with it, and they tried to claim from 
him th .. tt he had criticised and condemned the 
whole of the arsenic that had come from 

-yv·orln: \vhen he knPw he ha.d used some 
of If it was arsenic, it was pure. Where 
the·, got arsenic at all at the one end, they 
hat! to got the best arsenic, and at the other 
end they might get anything. It was a fair 
thing for Pveryone to protect the individual 
outside, and he Wol!ld do it again. He would 

[Mr. Corser. 

sooner trust this incli vidual than the whole 
of the Governnt'H"H put toe·cther. 

The llo;\IE SECRETAR.Y: It is not his word; 
it is yours. What did you do with it? 

Mr. CORSEn: He had up his sleeve what 
he did. (Laughter.) One thing he did 
not do-he did not tamper with it like the 
hon. gc>nthman would if he had it in his 
posscsSlou for a fe'-'r n1on1ents. The gentle· 
1nan f1·on1 \vhorrr this arsenic was roccivod 
wa·" an honourable t:nough rnan to have taken 
a fair sample. I-l o was prepared to abide 
by the sc>rnplc he took 

:VIr. GLEDS0::\1: This was a ven- important 
Yote. As every hon. n1ernbor" knew, at 
different times in the history of the State 
it was the prosperity of the mining industry 
which had saved Queensland. He did not 
intend to pursue the subject of the charge 
maclc lw the hon. m(:mber for Burnett. 'l'hat 
hor1. rnCrnbPr 1 s arguments had been knocked 
.,ky high by the Home Secretary. It showed 
what somc member, o£ the Opposition were 
prepared to do, and >Yhat tactics they were 
propan"cl to adopt for political purposes. 
Th" hem. member had admitted that after­
noon that it was for political purposes that 
he had raised the que,_tion. 

Mr. CORSER: I did not admit it. 

l\lr. GLEDS0::\1: The hon. member said, 
bv wav o£ intf'rjection, to the Home 
S;ecrcta{';,'--

Mr. CORSER: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hem. nHemlwr correct in misquoting 
me ,, hen I dcliberatdv donv his statement 
that, I usocl it for political pt~rposes? 

The CiiAIRl'vL\N: Tho hon. member for 
Burnctt clcllios haYing made the statement, 
and the hon. member for Ipswich must 
accept his deniaL 

:\lr. GLEDSOJ'\: He accepted the denial of 
the hon. member, and left it to tho people 
of (:n2cns]and to take it for what it was 
\n>rtb. The statement had been made deliber­
e<tch- bv the hon. member in an interjection 
to the 'f-Iomf' Secrotar;· that he was prepared 
to n~P it. against the Govern1ncnt. He was 
not going to pur,ue the matter furtl'l"er. The 
llorne Serrctar:~, had given an effective 
ans,vor to the member for Burnett and to 
other mccnbcrs who might bring forward 
thing·s like that for their own particular ends. 

There was only one thing he 'yas sorry 
abont in connection with the production of 
arsenic bv the Government, and that was, 
that they' were not getting a propPr price 
for it. 1\'h'c should the Mines Department, 
m· anv other Go' crnment department, pro­
,duce ;rsonic and sell it at less than cost to 
p<;opl<> "ho abuser! thom for doing it? 

An OPPOSITION MEnillER : \V hat is the cost? 

:\:lr. GI.EDSON: He supposed the Mines 
Department and those producing it would 
be able to tell what the cost was. 1f he 
knew -,,.hat "as the outlay on tho mine, what 
it cost to produce the arsenic, crush it, and 
manufactui·c it into a saleable article, he 
could tf'll what was its cost. He knew it 
was impossible for them to produce arsenic 
from tho ore at £10 per ton. He did not 
think the'' 'w·uid find a place in the world 
,,-here thev were mining- solely for the pro, 
d uction of arsenic. All the· other arsenic 
came from by-products of other minerals 
mined. Hero. the Government established a 
mine and mined purely for arsenic, without 
obtaining any recompense from any other 
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minerals, and they sold the arsenic a long 
way below what it could be produced for. 
He adviocd the Homo Secretary to immedi­
ately amend the scale of rates, and see that 
these people who abused the Go, ernment 
paid the 'alue of the product. 1f they went 
outside, instead of paying £10, they would 
pay £80 per ton for it. All the thanks the 
Government and the r.Iines Department got 
for doing this was abuse from the people 
who were being son-eel in that way. 

There were ono or tvvo other 111attcrs he 
>Yantecl to bring before the Minister. The 
first vvas in connection \vith luspcctors of 
mines. T.ht:.~ Hll'n '>ho took up this work 
throughout Queeu8]and \P'l'e paid a n1iser­
ablc \\age. In fa~ t, if it wero not for the 
fact that he likocl the y,·ork to a certain 
extent no inspector would stop at it for five 
nlillutt:s, because he could get double the 
wages for n1anaging mlucs and not haYing 
half the responsibility he had as inspector. 
The inspectors should be paid a wage which 
'wuld induc-' competent men to stop on the 
joU j11stead of leaving it and going out, as 
so ma.Jy inspectors had done during the last 
5ear or two. Another question \vas that, in 
the Southern part of Queensland, the:;- had a 
1ninc, inspector doing the work of the \vhole 
of the sullth-eash~ru division in addition to 
uflicc worl<. That man was Hot able to do 
the work he had to do from away on the 
border of :'\ ew South \Y ales down to Bris­
bane. l£ rcnother inspector could not Le put 
on, smne a~,jstance ~·hould be giYcn in the 
orrice to allow that wan to devote his time 
to impt!ding wmk. The same thing applied 
;in some of the l'\orthcrn districts; the inspec­
tors \Yl'l'U 11ot able to get round and inspect 
the 1uint-'S in the propPr \Yay. He would ask 
that the 1\iiuister take into consideration 
the question of inspectors seeing that prover 
bathing flnd clothing facilities were provided 
at the \·arioufl. n1ines. Iu "0n1e of the older 
mininp; centres of the world they had up-to­
Jatc baths, lockers, change rooms. and dry­
ing rounF for the rniners, so that 1rhen they 
·earne on top they were aUle to hcn·e rr bath, 
change their clothes, and lcayo thcrn to dry. 
There _,·as provision in the Act for that to 
he done in Queensland; but, so far, it had 
been a dead letter, and many mines had not 
rnade any pl'O\ is ion at all. 

There was another matter he wanted to 
rc·fer to in coiHJ<.>ction with the ,-entilation of 
their mines. \Yhen they amended the Act 
and gaYe incrc,lscd powers to the inspector" 
in regard to the ventilation of the mines, 
they thought the 'Conditions would be very 
much impr·ovcd for the miners who have to 
earn their living in the bowels of th<' earth. 
'I'he,,- found that some owners of metalliferous 
and. coal mines were not doing what they 
•,hould in connection with ventilation. Some 
of the nlaces were not fit for men to work 
in, and~ the l\fines Department should keep 
them up to the mark and see that proper 
ventilation was provided. 

::\1r. YOWLES: He would like to point 
out that the reports from the different mines 
had been tabled only that afternoon by 
authOi·ity of the Speaker. 

The H03iE SECRETARY: They were tabled 
in the l-' nper House about two months ago. 

Mr. VOvVLES: During the recent 0lection 
they called for the Auditor-General's report, 
but that document could not be given to the 
public, because it had not been authorised 

by )lr. S1wak<r. \Yhy should thoro be any 
Jiffcrcntiation? 

The }lo~rE SECRETARY: There is a reason, 
and I v ill g·ive it to you later. 

l\lr. VO\YLES: In tho absence of that 
report, >vhich was before them officially only 
to-dav he had had to fall back on the 
Andit~r-General's r.cpor-t on the Mines 
Department. They would find that on page 
52 of the report reference ;ras made to the 
Wily the books were . kept in the l\Iines 
Dcp,utment, and he trusted t~at it would 
bn remedied. The report stated-

" The inspector's report for the year 
ended 30th J uno last, which has been 
forwarded to the Secretary for :Vlines 
through the 'Treasurer, indicates that 
there is I'oonl for improYenwnt in the 
n1l'thod of kc(~ping the accounts gener­
allv. The .:Vlinister proposes, however, 
tal~ing imn10diate action to 1·en1edy the 
present unsai.isfactory state of affairs." 

1·lining enterprise viTas a suLbranch of t~e 
Stato enterprises, and it v;as stran~·e that In 
dealing with the State enterpnses there 
should always be difficulty about the book­
keening. As tp coalminiug at. J3aralaba. 
Bowen, and Styx River, the Aud1tor-Gencral 
-aid tlwv had not reached the producing 
stug·e ye( so little comment could be made 
upon that. \Yhen they reahsed that they 
had oaly recently gi>~en coment for the 
manager of the State ll'Oll and steel works 
to utiliso large sums of money If ho thought 
necc:-5sarv, the Conuuittee should take into 
consider-~tion the conditions that prevailed 
both on the labour market and on the market 
where thE~ ore vvas sold. It was co1nmon 
knowledge that pri\ ate enterprise through~ 
out the >vhole of Queensland-he might say 
as fa1.· as the 1nincral areas were concerned­
were cloaing dovvn, becd,U--~'-~ it .,.,·as in1possible 
to got a reasonable price for a cert:11n c!ass 
of metal, and yet the present was the trme 
that the Government proposed to launch out. 
Hderrin" to labour conditions. only recently 
tho :\Iini~h'r for Mines visited tho ="forth and 
rmnplained about tht: '" go-slow" tacti~s 
which werr- adopted to such an extent that 1t 
was impo.ssible to get a proper result from 
the ore treated in C.:hillagoc. Hon. gentle­
men on the Government side of the House 
were alwaye::. accusing me1nbcrs of the Opposi­
tion of maligning the \rorknl8n, so he _w?uld 
like to quote the remarks of the Mmrster 
for Mines. \\'hen thcv had such an authonty 
as that hon. gontlcr~1an speaking in ·Such 
strong terms, no one cDuld believe that those 
workn1en were doing their ""~;vork properly. 
In the " Dailv Mail" of 3rd April. 1920, the 
Minister for "Mines was reported to have 
said-

" 'I was yerv agreeably in1prcsscd with 
tho operations" of the smelters at Chilla­
goe under Govern1ncnt superYision,' sa~d 
the Minister for C\1ines (Mr. J ones), m 
an 'interview with a ' Daily lVIail' repre­
scntatiYe on his return from the North 
this week. 

"Nlr. Jones said there would not be 
any cliflicult.r, he felt sure, i!1 the matter 
of supplies of ore, prondcd p:·oper 
cncouragen1ent was giYCn to muung 
deYclopu1ent, and traction engine 
facilities gi.-en to places in the district 
removed from raihvav centres. That 
encouragement he was" prepared to give 
immediately. The fact must not be over­
looked that the great attraction which 

}.-fr. Vowles.] 
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brought mEn and money to colonise Aus­
tralia '-Yrts its n1ineral 1sealtb. Further­
man', metals formed the Jnsis of all 
modern industries. and \Y('f8 necessary 
for the v,"~lfarc of a country." 

He w01d d I i kc to know \1- bother the dcnart­
Inent had taken into consideration all those 
facilities in the \Yay ·of traction engines as 
suggested b.v the l\:Iinister. Continuing, lVlr. 
J-ow_~-3 said-

" Since con1mcncing a.s a State concern 
fro•n the middle of J amwry last, there 
had been produced at Chil!agoe metals 
.-a!ucd at £60,000." 

Tlw CII AIHMA='J : I 11oint out to the hon. 
rr.emtK'r tlmt he is not in order in dealing 
\Yith St.ate r:nt~'"lHif:~...-S undpr this Yote. 

:VIr. YOWLES: He >Yas dealing with the 
Uatt('.rics and the Labour question. 

The CI-L\IIL11Ai'\: I- would point out that 
there is EO State b[lttcr:v at ·GhillagDc. 

Mr. VOIYLES: I-Ie would lca.-e Chillagoo 
uut of the qucst10n. Howe.-cr in that ,uticle 
the Minister epoke about '"the Slloctaclo 
that prc~cnbd Jtself of 120 men turning out 
40 tons of ore per day under the 'go slow ' 
Jnovcnlcnt, 1v~creas 50 tons of ore per day 
waA l'OW hPmg turned out by thirty-five 
n1en." That ''·Tas the qualitv of 'Xork thev 
go~ for 1rhich high ,,~ages 1v'0rc being paid. 
If the same sort of labour or Yaluo was being 
giYcn in other departn1ents \\':lH'ro the Go­
vernment was concerne.d it wm, no \Yonder 
thnt thing-~ \\'Cl'e in the' condition in \\hi eh 
they found them. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: They are -doing 
better nor man at Chillao-oe than in the 
Cloncnri·:v district. 

0 

Mr. _Yo;wLES: Then theY muot be doing 
badly m Clon,,uny, because the condemnation 
made by one of their own supporters in the 
arhcle he \\ :,s n·~~d1ng '.Y~Hs q_"ry strong. lie 
said--

" There was a class of loudmouthed 
men in Quee-nsland to-daY who. b' 
in~.iclious rrwthocls, WPrO fo~sting th0n-i­
seh·es on to employers of labour-men 
devoid of a con",ciencc, who would not 
work. bnt w0nt from place to place 
13ti~Ting- up industrial strife. They \Yere 
going to be stamped out. They werP 
obliterated at Chiilago£'. and unless they 
desisted in their pernicious efforts to 
destro,- industry they would be rooted out 
whPrc.-cr they went. ·with the direct 
actic ,l and go s1ow rno\·emcuts there \vas 
no syn1pathy. The 'go slow' 111etho.d. in 
his opinion, '.Ya~ a 1nost contemptible 
busine·,"~'. In all cases orga11isations rr1ust 
seE::.,: for reform and t:heir right in a con­
~titntiona1 wnv: constitutio-nal Govern­
ment must, arid would, he upheld. For 
a fair day's \Vagc a fair- day's work muc;t 
· ·~"=' expected." 

He' would like to refer to the arsonic plant 
at Jibbcnbar. A good deal had been said 
about the arsenic produced fron1 the 111inc, 
and n1orc p-articularly about a co11signm-ent 
sent to =:"ir. Allcn. That vnls a Jllo.tter 
bet'' ec•n Mr. Allr•n an-d. the hon. memb,,r for 
Burnctt and the department; but ><·h.- 'hould 
the Go.-emmcnt sug·gcst that thccc 11ad been 
trickery? ~~ 

The Prm~\IIER: \\~hv do hon_ rncmbers on 
that side sugg-est triclcery on the part of the 
G ovcrnrncnt? 

Mr. YO\VLES: B:,cause it was customary 
to fmd that was so. They had an offer made 
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to them yP,terdav b:v the hon. member for 
Burnl'tt. · He said tl1e whole of the arsenic­
w ts available to tlw Government to take 
in hand and see >Yhcthcr the report the 
urw lyst had g-iven IHt<'l correct or not, and 
\Yhcthcr it \Y.as a fair san1p1r T1hc ofTnr ·was 
made, and now they said they would tako 
it. undl!r y\'lwt authority they did not know. 

The Ho'YIE SECRETARY: The authoritv of 
the hon. member for .Bm·nctt. 

Mr. VOW LES: TheY talked about putting 
tho police on to it. They had no chance of 
g·etting it from the man >vho Iwd it without 
his consent. 

The PRE~IIER: Don't you want u--~ to l1avE: 
it? 

::\1r. PoLLOCK: The hon. member for Bnc­
nctt has been ur-tairs to S!1UUl'C "Hansard." 

:Yit-. VOWLE_fl : They did, and they offered 
it to them yestcrdav. and now thev tried to 
make pcorile bclie've that they :would bG 
particularly clever and invoke the aid of the 
Police FOrce-that thev ~ha vc been vcrv 
stnart in sending a 1nre and seizin@; 
SOITICthing. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: \Yhy misquote' 

Mr. VOWLES: Whv should the hon. 
gentleman misquote? ·The :.vfinister had 
attPmptcd t!Jat afternoon to put up a story 
? ~out the matter, and he \Yante·d to diPplay 
111s deycrnc ,-3. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is no clever­
ness about it. 

~Ir. VO\YLES: But that had been 
exploded. Thev accepted the off<'r of the 
1hon. rrentlcrnan,u the 1natprial would be taken, 
and in duo course they would have an 
,analYsis of the bulk as well as the sample. 
That was the position. \Vas not that offer 
made to them yesterdav? 

The .Hmm SECRETAR;: The hon. member­
did not think it would be available. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The hon. mPmb~r)or Bu;; 
nett has bP<~n up trynJ? to 8quare J:-Ian,,ard 
to alter his proofs. 

Mr. VOWLES: He was up trying to get 
'ome letters >vhich he ,handed in to 
"fiqn8ard" vesterd.1'C, so that he could read 
them in the 'House. but the letters were not 
available to hjnL 

:Mr. PoLLOCK: I caught hirn trying to, 
square '' I-Iansard" just now. 

Mr. VOIYLES: The hon. gentleman was 
in the Chamber now, and he would tell them 
that his 0'\'n pri.-ate letters wl1ich he sent to 
"Haneard" ycsterdav were not ava1lable to 
hio¥J that afternoon. 'Thev should ha.-o been 
df'livercd to flinl that ull!Orniug VYith his 
proofs. They wore sent to the Chief Parlia­
Ll('r::tarY Heportc1\ and J\-1r. Corscr ·went up 
to get· his 01Vn private docnn1cnts in order 
th8t he ~ould refer to them. and h~ has been 
de 1>rived o£ g-etting- thnm. (Interruption.) 
The hon. mon1ber for Ipswich spoke about 
the Government and the dt :1artn1cnt prod ne~ 
in!2,· arscni(' under cost pl'ice and giving it 
eo' the sclcctcJr, and he insinuated th~t it 
>Yottld be a good policy on the part of the 
Govcrnrncnt to chargB the selertor full cost 
J)rlcc fm_· the fnturc, :rncrely O'.'l'ing· to the fact 
that 1 he represcntatiycs of the country 
people 'n)rc criticising the Govern1ncnt. He 
could ,tssure them tha,t the Go.-ernment were 
Ieot o·oin" to bluff them. ·when they found 
then~ thr~atening th~ .v knc·w they were weak; 
that was their method. Thev talked about. 
their policy, and about tho 'powers of the-
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GoYermnent, but it was all bluff. They were 
told that they supplied arsenic at £10 per ton 
for_ ce~rtam J>urposes, and £23 for cattle dips, 
and tne0 .a1d that was below the whole cost 
of production. \Yhat was the cost of produc­
tion? The Au-ditor-General conld not find 
out. It one of those mysterious depart-
ments the books must be kept in a 
shocking way when the Audit<Jr-General 
·said--

" ~ o proYision for a 
having been made in the 
nection with tho mine 
works. the department 
arrivt~ at thf' cost of 
arsenic." 

costing syston1 
accounts in con­
and treatment 
was unable to 
praduotion of 

'Thev said it was below o<Jst, and yet they 
-did 'not know what the cost was. 

During the time of the last election he 
!'oticed th~t the H.omrt bore came suddenly 
mto prommence; the problem of suoplying 
the West of Queensland was solve"d, and 
traffic was going to be rcvolutjoniscd. Thov 
could picture oil pouring in pipes all the ,,a:;, 
·down to Toowoomba. Since the electi<J;l 
there had }le en a s ilcnce, and on an occasion 
like this, if they had struck oiL which they 
wore suppo,cd to haYe done in the West, one 
-could have imagined the 1tliniBtcr takin()' 
credit to himself and putting it on record i~ 
·" Hansard '' ; but, instead, thoro was complete 
silence At the same tinw, thev found the 
expenditure of rnoney was goingv on 1nerrily. 
Up to 30th June last £3,526 had been spent; 
oince th0n six months had elapse:d, and an 
election had taken place, and no doubt, like 
DYery other department, they crowded men 
on there. He asked th"t the House get a 
report, or sotnc information, from tho Min~ 
ister as t<J the real position-not the elec­
tioneering position-and what prospects there 
were of any results coming from the bore. 
He agreed with the hon. member for Ipswich 
-that everything possible should be done for 
the betterment of the conditions of persons 
engaged in rnining. They hoped mining 
would revive in Queensland, although it was 
·wrapped up altogether in world's prices, and 
if they were going to have the wages and 

·conditions so h<lrsh, and so un·uite·d for that 
particular businesS that it was going to 
compel people to close up altogether, then 
if it could not be done private! y lw prospec­
tors there should be a revision, of 'the wages 
and the conditions applicable to the trade. 
It would not do to "kill the goose that laid 
the g-olde!l " lf th0y could not make a 
profit. co1npanies and priv-ate indi-
viduals were not going to carry on 1nining 
ventures, and if wages "\":ere the cause of the 
trouble thev muet be revised. othorwi,c 
uncmp\o; inc'nt ntust continue. 

Mr. DuKSTAN : How much would vou 
reduce the 'va.geB in order to make it pa)"? 

Mr. VOWLES : There mnst be a margin 
of profit. If they wanted these Ycnturcs to 
continue, there must be a margin of profit. 

1\Ir. FORDE: On reading· tln:ongh the 
annual report of the Under Secretary for 
l'dines, ho was sorrv to observe that there 
was a falling off ill revenue frorn mining 

in the Rockhampton district 
[5.30 p.m.] during the y<'ar. In 1919 the 

value of the mining prDcluds from 
the H.ockhampton district totalled £43.928. as 
tgaimt £52.569 in 1918: showing a falling 

off of £8,641. Anyone who knew anything 
about the history of mining in Central 
Queen•cland knew thRt some of the greatest 
mines in the world existed there. There 

was no greater mine in A.nstralia than the 
~·ieh Mount Morgan mine, and it was gratify­
mg to know that the famous mountain vieldod 
£896,120 in 1919. There were oi her. small 
mining ventures a.ls.o carried on there. He 
hoped that mining would look up in Central 
Qth?ensland in the future, and that greater 
11rof-its would be made bv those individuals 
engaged in that industry." Ho noticed there 
was a vote of £5,000 for Government drill­
ing operations. Drilling operations were 
being carried on at the Styx Hivor, 
Banlaba, and at Bowen. He knew some­
thing about the Styx River and Bara!aba, 
because he had vi si tee! both places, and he 
knew that when the Government had fully 
proved both of those coalfields, there would 
be hnndrE'ds of men employed, a.nd it would 
abBorb all the unemployed in that district 
and produce the unlimited quantities of coal 
that existed there. The Hockhampton Gas 
Company purchasC'd the whole of its coai 
from the Styx Hiver, and he noticed that 
the net proceeds for the purchase of Styx 
H.iver coal amounted t<J £2,111. He hoped 
the Government would work those fiel-ds with­
out delay, beca.use on<' of the greatest mining 
m:n m Queensland told him that the Styx 
R1ver was one of the greatest coal proposi­
tions in Australia and if he were in the 
poBitien of the G~vcrhment he would have 
hundreds of men put on there and have the 
field properly worked. He 'was sure that 
the Government would do all it possibly 
could to open up the mines, and give work 
to the unemployed in Central Queensland. 
\Vith regard to Chillag-oo, he had the privi. 
logo of visiting that district with the Minister 
for Mines. They also visited Einasleigh and 
the State battery at Bamford. rtnd thus had 
a . good opportunity of "eeing the great 
mmeral resources of :-J orth Queensland. The 
State venture at Chillagoe had been an 
undoubted success. The Audilor-General 
praised the manager for the efficient way he 
had carried out his duties at Chillagoe and 
worked. 1t as a State enterprise. It was 
mterestmg to hear what had been said tha.t 
aHernoon about arsonic. 'l_"'~hc hon. member 
for Burnett. however, made se> oral false 
statements, which were a.bly replied to bv 
the Home Secretary. " 

JYir. ConSER : I made no false statements. 

l\1r. FORDE: The hon. member trie-d to 
mislea·d the Committee and the people out­
s!dc, The hon. member for Gregorv told 
them that t,he hon. member for Burnctt went 
upstairs and was trying to "cook" '·Hansard." 

M1-. CORSER (rising): Is the hon. mem­
ber. for Rockhampton in order in telling a 
dell berate. he w1th regard to what he just 
~~Id-Ip J,~si,~uating that I wa,~ upstairs 

coolong Hansard "? 

The CHAIRMA::'-J : vYill the hon. member 
state his point of order. 

:\fr. COHSER: Is the hon. member for 
Rockha.mpton in order in saving that I was 
tl'ying t,o "cook " " Hansari.f" in connection 
wii.h somot.hing that was said last night? 

The HmrE SECRET\RY: You ,. ent somewhon> 
npsta] rs. 

The CHAIRM \]\": I ask hon. members who 
\\·ish lo raise points of order to state their 
point c1oarl:r and definitPlY. The hon. nwn1~ 
bcr for Burnett denies tluit h" went upstairs 
to "cook" "Hansard,n and the hon. men1ber 
for Rockhampton must accept his deniaL 

i111·. K irwan. J 
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Mr. CORSER: You should mako him with­
draw it. ·what about stealing my letter? 

1\Ir. FORDE: He did not sav that the 
hon. member for Burnctt went ;,petctirs to 
" cook " " Hansard." 

Mr. CORSER: You did. 

Mr. FORDE: Xo. He said that tho hon. 
member for Gregory said eo. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I accept the hon. member's 
denial; but I saw him there. 

Mr. CORSEll: You don't think much of 
your Principal Shorthand vYriter, anyhow. 
It is a bit of a slur on the Principal Short­
hand Writer. 

The HOME SECRETARY (rising): Is the 
hon. 111ember for Burnett in order in saving 
that some members over here ctole some 
lot tors of his? 

The CHAIR~\IAX : I do not think the hon. 
rnernber for Burn0tt is in order in accueing 
any hon. men1ber of "t"aling his lct:tcr. If 
the hon. g0ntlornan did make such an 
accusation he n1ust withdra-..v it. 

Mr. C'ORSER: If he did. I sa:· that the 
letter \Vas a.skcd for by the " IIansrrrd" sbtff 
and it has never boon returned to me. ' 

The HOME SECUETARY: You said that we 
stole it, and I \;ant that statorncnt \vithdra1vn. 

The CHAIRMAX: If the hon. member 
for Tiurneit rnaJe that <Staten1cnt he rnust 
\cithdraw it. 

1\Ir. C'ORSER: If I mid it in that way, then 
I ''ithdraw it. 

Mr. COLU~s: If von sa.id it' Don't you 
know what you did" sa:;·? 

l\[r. FORDE : Ho was sitting m the 
Assemblv before he got up to speak. and he 
did not know andhin" about the hon. 
gentleman's papers." o 

Mr. CoRSEll : They went up to lhe " Han­
sard" etaff last night. You might know 
\Yhcrc they are. 

l\Ir. FORDE: That wa' ono of those 
insiynations -wh~ch the hon. gentleman n1ade 
which he could not subctantiate. He saw 
bad in ewrvbody but himself. At any rate, 
he (Mr. Forde) know nothing about the 
hon. n1ember's papers. 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order I The incident 
is closed and I hope the ho;l, member will 
llOt pursue the matter any further. 

Mr. FORDE : The hon. member for 
Burnctt said that hem. m.embers on the 
Go,-oi·mnent side had something to do with 
h" letters. That was an unfair st.atement 
to make. Ho wa~ speaking about the arsonic 
when he was interrupted. Ho considered 
that the Govcrn!nent had done a great deal 
for the fanners I.n Queensland b.1 establishing 
the Stat<' arsemc mme at Jibbonbar. near 
Stanthorpe. As the hon. member for 
Ipswich pointed out, arsenic was being sup­
p.ilcd to the farmers at £10 per ton by the 
(,ovenmleiit for the. purpose of clearing 
pnckly_-poar. whereas If they had to purchase 
It outside the\ would have to pay £85 per 
ton for It. It redounded to the credit of 
the Queensland Gove-rnment that thev were 
so gC'ncrons to the farmr·rs. It showCd that 
th<J Go,,ernment heltwcl the farmers in a 
wav that thev had nover been helped bv any 
oilwr GoYernment. · 

Mr. GLEDsox: They do not appreciate it. 

Mr. FORD:F;: The farmer.q appreciated it, 
but their all<>ged agitators did not appreciate 

[J1r. Kirwan. 

it. J\1embers opposite would not give the 
Government credit for doing anythin~ for the 

man •Jn the land. The hon. member f.otEurnett 
tried to make out that the Government were 
not sincere in assisting tho people 1vho vvoro 
struggling· to make a home in the country. 
T.ho Govornn1ent \VOl~e al "o supplying arsonic 
at £23 a ton for d1ps and other purposes. 
If it ''ere not for the Labour Government 
the se pc•oplc would be paying from £80 to 
£85 per ton. l\1em hers opposite were 
following the lead giYen by Mr. Hughes, 
the ::-.Jationalist Prime Minister of Australia, 
\vllO, speaking at Toowoomba before the 
Fedora! election said that the least said about 
the arsenic mine the better. Mr. H ughes 
was opposed to the State enterprises. 

'T'hc CHAIRJI.lAN: Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will keep to the vote. 

Mr. FORDE: He was pointing out that 
Mr. Hughcs objected to the State arsenic 
mine. and thO\' knc1v that JI.Ir. Hughes ·was 
110 frjc:nd of the farmer. He could hear 
the hem. member for Oxiey interjecting. He 
could tell t h>et hon. gontkman that he was 
told hv people interested in the Darra 
cemPnt woeb that it would have been better 
to haYc put th0 hon. gentleman in a nurs0ry 
instC'nJ of making him n1anagcr of the Darra 
crnJcnt -..,-ork~. I-Ic did not \vant to be led 
n.1 a:v b." n1cn \dlo as pi red to govern QueenR­
land. but \VbO Could not manage a fruit 
bmill( "'· He (Mr. Fm·dc) had the privilege 
of trav0lling through ~orth Queensland with 
tlw 1\Tini,tor for :\fines. and he heard many 
prop1c lnrtuirin[.! for arsenic frorn tho State 
n1inc. and tlw official frorn the ::\fines Depart­
rnr-nt took sorrw order~ for it. He knew that 
1hc people aJllll'CcialPd getting cheap ar,enic. 
H<• heard the GoYPrnment being praised for 
rstabliching the batter:; at Bamford. because 
!t \Yas a gr0at boon to the gougcrs and ore~ 
pmducers there. The cost of transport to 
tbP private batteries was prohibitive. The 
nearest battery was rtl ·wolfram, and the 
0stablishment of a State battery was a great 
boom to that district. Both tin and the rare 
metals were dealt with at Bamford. including 
wolfram, bismuth. and molvbdenite. Last 
Y<' ·r lhe Bamford batterc· dealt with 1,070 
tons of tin ore. 253 tons of ore containing 
wolfram and moh·bdcnito, and the value of 
the reco\·erics was, approximately. black tin 
£3.308, ,yo]fram and bismuih £6.172, molyb­
dcnite £9.783. bismuth £112. a11d concen­
trates £19.915. making a total of £39.830 
distributed amongst the m.iners of that 
district. This monev was distributed 
among-~t the gaug-ers :nld miners working in 
a small wav. and in that direction the 
Gm·crnmcnt had assisted very materiallv that 
class of men to carrY on r'nining in ':\forth 
Quprnslancl. Then. at Chillagoe. a lot of 
small men sent in ores to thP smPlters. and 
that would be cwito impossible if it had not 
been for the intervention of the Govern­
ment. Ho wishcrl to refer hriPilv to the 
nrceosit· for putting into operation. the pro­
Yisions of the Ad. with regard to showcr­
b,ths ancl dressing-rooms in the mines 
throuf!hout Oue0nsland. which had not vet 
been rlonr. Furthermore. the vrntila tion .. in 
the mines was not all that could be d0sired. 
rrhf'Y knPw that w.on \Yho lvere, working in 
the bowelR of the ea.rt.h did not •rorl' under 
bvgienir conditions. and it wonld obviate 
the risk of the miners f!dting dreadful 
rhseu~c'"; snch as miners' phthisis. if the cam­
pan ice were to go in for betier ventilation 
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m the mines, particularly in metalliferous 
nunes, of ·wluch the1e \vere a great many in 
Central and Northern Queenslaud. Hu hoped 
thu Minister would do somdhi ng to make the 
conditions under which theee men worked 
brighter and more congenial, because they had 
invariably proved themselves men of the 
highest type, and well wmthc· of the sympa· 
thctic consideration of this Government. 
Ho~. \V. H. BARNES: IIe wished to 

make n few remarkc before this vote went 
through. The National party wore always 
out to do anything in the direction of mak­
ing the conditions of the men who wore 
working and de\·eloping mining as satisfac­
tory as possible. He rose more particulnrly 
to expreH his Yery great regret---and he spoke 
from a national point of view-that it 
app<mred from the returns and reports that 
mining seemed to be in many cases falling 
off: In discussing thc'e Estimates, they 
should get a \vay from 1nero details, and see 
if something could not he done to assist to 
got at the cause of the trouble. In 0 earc. 
gone b~· Queensland had been right up 
against it, and no one could ··ay now that 
thoro v,ere not some phases of their life which 
indicated again that they were up against 
it. He was prepared to admit that they wore 
gathering in a Yer:v large \Yhcat C'rop, and 
in that regard his arguments might not 
a.ppl;;, but the0• knew that financial con­
ditions were exceedingly unsatisfactory, and 
it \Yas therefore to l1e regretted that mining 
wns falling off. It was certain that if priceo< 
of 1ninerals \vent down anY furthf'r there \Vas 
going to be a bigger slt~mp. No co.mpany 
could earn· on and spr·nd £1 for the sake of 
getting 17s. K o one would say that casting 
men indiscriminately on the labour market 
was a good thing for the country. 

The HmrE SEOHETARY: It may be only 
temporary. 

Ho;,;. W. H. BARKES: l-Ie siucerely hoped 
that it would only bo tempol'<lr:y. He 
rem0mhered that at the commencement of the 
great \var the De11han1 GoYernrnent were 
!ace to face with very serious difficulty in 
regard to so.me of the mines. They had 
either to relieve the situation by giving 
cdrtain conce'_iSions, which ·lYere after"\Yards 
honourably n1ct, Q_!'_ by allo,ving n1cn to be 
thrown out of emplovment. There had been 
times in the pa .,t history of Queensland when 
m·erything was black. A revival took place 
when Gympie broke out. Mining in Gympie 
had now fallen off, and had been supplanted 
by something cls<·. No National party could 
be sati. fled with anything \Vhich did not go 
in the direction of gathering together the 
yarious enterprises of the State and trying 
to make them all go. 

The I-Ioli!E SEOHETARY: Do not forget that 
at Cloncurry some of tho men are accepting 
half wages. 

Hmr W. H. BARNES : He quite under­
stood that the men probable-' realised that 
it was better to become copartners in mining 
under those conditions rather than to close 
up. Ho hoped the day was not far distant 
when copartnership would increase more and 
more in Quoenslancl. It was going to be ono 
of the1 factors which would help them to d<lal 
with mmo of the difficulties theY were up 
against in other ,.,-a]ks of life to-day. and if 
copartnership would nssist in that direction 
it was their dut0, to encourage it. \Voulcl it 
not be better to-dav if the\' had copartner­
ship in connection :with the shipping indus­
tr:v, in \Yhich the position was unsati,Jactory 

in the extreme, and as the result of which 
mauy persons were going to go hungry? At 
a time when mining was fallmg off, would 
it not be wise for the Government to go a 
little ;;lower in some of their other State 
enterprises, and of-fer a reward for the dis­
covery of a good mining field ? That would 
probably stimulate rnen who were out of 
employment. 

The HOME SECREl\\RY: The cities are too 
attractive. 

lioN. W. H. BAR:'-JES : Their duty was to 
makp the country so attractive that. they 
would increase the numh.er of people m the 
countn·. \Vith reference to the question of 
deepsinking in mines, he remembered that 
the question cropped up wrth regard to 
Chartf'rs Towers when he was in the Cabinet. 
He noticed that the Estimates showed that, 
;n connection with deep sinking, whilst the 
amount put dmYn last year was £10,000-~e 
did not know what was appropriated-thiS 
voar it \HiS onlv £6.000. That would seem to 
indicate that. h~stead of encouragement being 
shm\·n, it was going to bo withdrawn. \Vas 
not that in keeping with some of the actiOns 
of the Go\·ernment in other matters? 

The HO}JE SECRETARY: Only £6,000 was 
claimed last ~·car. 

HoN \Y. H. BARKES: Probably that was 
the reason for only putting down £6,000 this 
year. They must all ad.mit. tha~ the big 
question that thev were up agamst m Queens­
land to-dav \Yas" the financial question, and 
thcv had to sec if thev could bring together 
the various forces, whether in the agricul­
tural, rnining, pastoral, or secondary induo­
trir~ a8 such a combination of forces would 
help' to·-s-ards achieving the prosperity of this 
great country. The duty was cast upo':' thorn 
at a critil iLl time like this, instead of mdulg­
ing in pinpricks, to deal with higher and 
bigg-er things in the mterest of the 
COl11111UDit:v. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Ho would not like the 
vote to go through without saying something 
with reo:ard to mining, us he represented a 
district ·which was rich in minerals. He 
wished to draw the attf'ntion of the Minister 
to the fact that the..- had along the borders 
of NPw South \Vales oxtensin: silver mines. 
He might mention the Silver Spur. They 
had been asking for industries to be opened 
up to o-ivo worl{ to the unemployed. Unfor­
tunatelY, they had mines lying idle at the 
present time. principally through lack of 
railway communicn,tion. They realised that 
thev could not expe<'t. the Government to 
find monev to build railwavs to every part of 
the countf'v whPre they wo;:,ld like them; but 
he would ""ask the Government to carry out 
the promis(' which the Minister for Mines 
made ~ome time ao:o in his district, when he 
promised to ~·ive cliberal assistance to pros­
vecting parties as a~ t:;ncouragement to the 
opening up of new mmmg fields. 

[Sifting susprnrlcd l1rtu•cen 6 p.m. and 7 p.m .. ] 

Mr. (;OSTELLO (continuing): lie quite 
realised the )lossihilitic.; ,,-hich t.lw Minister 
for ~Ii11Ps sav.- in the dir0ction of onening up 
nc'v fldds. II0 1va~ f'IJC'nuraged h;.7 what ho 
hnd scPn. and had giYen a promise that 
when tirne pcrrr1ittccl ho vvonld rnakc an 
official visit ,, it h t hP idc:, ~- of f"lCouraging 
prosrJeding. He wolromP<l th0 id<_'a of the 
drpartm!'nt sending along- a .!rt'olog1~t ;·nth a 
thorouP"'h knovdcdge of pro;;:pncting for 
n1inerals. 

Mr. Costello.l 
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He thought it was the dut,- to make 
reference to the charges made by the hon. 
member for Durnett. Ho claim"d to know 
something abont the arsenic which the State 
mine was producing, and it \Yas only fair 
to the Committee that he should yoice his 
views. He had a two-fold duty. First of 
all he had to conserve the interests of those 
prickly-pear selectors wh'? used arsonic-to 
see that they got the article rc)_wosented to 
them and not a "faked" article. Also he 
had tlw int-orosts of the mine to guard. The 
mine had been a benefit to many settlers in 
pear-infested districts, and they had been 
able to got it at a Yery much reduced price. 
I-Ie had used the arsenic himself with most 
satisfactory results. 

GOYERN1\IEKT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COSTELLO: They p.ppreciated it. It 
was incorrect for the hon. mmnber for 
Ipswich to say that the fanners, or settlers, 
did not appreciate it. Ho was speaking to 
the people ho had made use of it. and he 
could assure the House that e\·cn though 
they did not know what it cost to produce 
it, the cost must be mora than £10 a ton, 
and it \Yould be only fair, and as much as 
they could expect, for the GovBrnment to 
supply it to them at what it cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
Government will accept that suggestion; it is 
a very good one. 

Mr. COSTELLO : The hon. member for 
Ipswich knew nothing about the conditions 
with which the pear selector had to put up. 
He "as the hardest pushed man in Queens­
land to-day. Ho had to contend with Crown 
lands, which \ivore overrun with pear. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: It is used not only 
by the pear people, you know. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Ho was thinking of the 
man who made use of it for pear destruction. 
They did appreciate it, and he really 
believed it was being supplied to them at 
much less than it cost to produce. He hoped 
the hon. gentleman in charge o£ this Yote 
would accept the challeng·e of the hon. mem­
ber for Bm·nett und take possession of that 
cask in po·o;ossion of the >-ole .. :tor. He (:\!Ir. 
Costello) had in his pos·•os,ion a certain 
quantity of arsenic from the mine which had 
never been opened, and the Hon1c Secretary 
cou!J send an agent to take any quantity he 
liked and have it tested. 

Th., HOME SECRETARY: We will do that 
and haYe it tested. It is a .-ery good offer. 

Mr. COSTELLO: They could have it 
analyscJ and see if it won~ the general 
article. If the arsenic \Yhieh '"as being 
supplied was only flue dnst, of course it wa' 
a 1nost serious thing. 

The Ilo~IE SECHETARY: My complaint is 
that instead of bringing the matter here and 
making a song about it, the hon. member 
should have gone to the department. 

Mr. COSTELLO : It had been made a 
,;;ong about, and it was up to the hon. gentle~ 
man in charge of the Yote to see that it was 
cleaned up and something definite arrived 
at. He would not suggest what might 
happen, but would leave it to the hon. 
gentleman to find out In th€ interest of the 
n1ino, and of those who used the arsenic, he 
trusted that the hon. gentleman would not 
leave any stone unturncd in an endeavour to 
get at the bottom of this matter. 

[1lfr. Costello. 

Mr. WIXST'ANLEY: He wanted to make 
one or two brief observations on this vote. 
He had listened with some interest to what 
had been said. If members opposite gener­
ally had taken up the same attitude as the 
hon. member who had just sat down it would 
have been much more satisfactory, The 
question was repeatedly being asked'gy hon. 
members opposite, "vVhat haye the Govern­
ment done for the primary producer?" 
vVhen the Opposition were told what the 
Gm·ernment had done the answer came back, 
"\Vel!, it is their duty to do it." Every­
body did not do their duty. In what the 
Mines Department had done in supplying 
arsenic to the farmers, it deserved com­
mendation rather than condemnation of 
members sitting opposite. It seemed to him 
that one of the things most conspicuously 
displayed by some hon. members opposite 
was thoi r desire to score against the Govern­
ment. They certainly were not concerned 
about the methods thov adopted if they 
could score a point and {nake it appear that 
the Government had been remiss or had done 
something they ought not to have done. He 
thought the method adopted by the hon. 
member for Burnett was anything but 
c-reditable to himself and the party to which 
he belonged. 

Mr. C"ORSER: No 

Mr. WINSTAJ\"LEY: If he had had the 
interests of the prima.ry producers at heart. 
or had any desire at all to play the game 
and be fair, he would have adopted different 
methods in connection with that arsenic busi­
ness. It was a well-known fact that members 
often w~te more anxious to score a point in 
deb.,>ttc on the floor of the House than to put 
things right and get what they consid€rod 
wore the rights of their constituents or give 
a fair show to any department with which 
they were dealing. Any fair-minded 
individual must admit that the arsonic was 
being liUpplicd at much less than it could be 
produced for, or purchased anywhere else. 
and it was a commoditv which was a good 
deal used at the present time. For that 
reason the Gover>lment should be given 
credit for rnaking an honest and a successful 
endeaYour to supply primary producers with 
an article of which they were very much m 
need. jiembcrs opposite son1etimes, in 
candid moments whE'n thev were dealing 
with State enterprises, stated they were not 
concerned whether they were run at a 
profit or a loss, whether they supplied a lo,ng­
folt want or did not. They had o,ten 
stated they were opposed to them root and 
branch. \\'hen thev said that one could 
nnclcrstand it. but the methods adopted in 
this instance ought not to ha.-e been adopted 
and the matter ihould not be left where it 
was at the present time. but should bo cleared 
up so as to have it proved who was in the 
ri'.d1t ai1d who 'vas in the 'vrortg. To put 1t 
in the n1ildcst forn1, it looked very suspicious 
·vvhcn san1ples werP subn1itted that yielded 
onl:; 20 per cent. in comparison with the 
ordinary sample which showed 90 per cont. 

hito rtrsenic supplied by the mine. It 
would be intere,sting to know what were the 
actual facts of the case. It mig-ht not be the 
fault of the hon. member for Burnett. 

Mr. CoRSER: I did what I contend was 
my duty. 

lllr. \YINST ANLE Y: In his opinion, the 
person for whom the hon. member was acting 
was not playing the game. He would not 
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be in the hu11. nlClll1 ~r's position 
the stand he had. 

The report of the Cndcr f?ccl'('tnr:· for 
:~vli:1r· wa-.; ot Yery inspiriu;~· 011 the presu1t 
-oc·:asion. It must bo rcuembcrrd that gold 
aud c .:pncr I nine", had not had a YCl'y e,L,.Y 
bHlC ill the la:~t three four Yea1·s. ~--\ 
g-uod deal had been about Lc.1do11 
}-wrir:~.- and world'.::; prices. It ''-l'' a IY~l1-
known iac<· that immodicttelv the >nr broke 
ou~ the> lJl,'OdtlCC'rs of minor~b in this State 
had a price Jixed which remained sLttionary 
throughout the war. ..._.1-'- price that was cer­
tainly- a good deal below what the ordinary 
market price >Yould ha ye bt -"n ho.cl they sold 
rlll'ir nroclucts in the open 1narkcts. Since 
thP w:n· there had been a ~Ul'lllus of nlCtaJs 
en hand, a11cl the lack of exnlosi ccs and other 
(·irculllsta.nce~ which had taken place, oyer 
1 hich tlw miners had no control, had all 
tc·ndcd in the clircdion not only of decreased 
procluetiou but alm of a reduced price fur 
tlF' C01111110di ty produced. rrhc returns sho-wed 
a falling-off of minerals, and that was 
br '"u"' of the reduced price and the fact 
that work had been intc•rmittant and men 
had not been kept on steadily for any length 
of time during the past y<'ar. It looked 
r ,the scriouo at lllL:::icnt, not only for the 
COll!Jt.n·-rnining ccr1tros but for son1c other 
centres. Tho miners of Charters Towers had 
been gotting their liYing in the Western 
district; and Charters Towers had to suffer. 
It y, as to be hoped that when the holidavs 
were over and things got n1orc scttlCU 
they would obtain a fair price for those 
who wore L'ngagcd in the industry as well 
a;;; t.hosL" \vho had tlwir 1noncv invested 
jn it. The ])resent position wollt to show 
that immediately they got anywhere near 
the lino where it was unproductive-whether 
it w-a·, rapper. Inolybc.lenite, or anything else 
-there \vas little or no concern shown in 
regard to the workmen. The consequence 
was. out they wont. whether they could 
-t:'arn a liYing else\vhoro or not. The.\- we-re 
not wanted and they IYC'ro thrown on the 
sera p heap to do the be't they could. Some­
timu they could get into other things, but 
sometimes they found it difficult to do so. 

As far as the money Yotecl for the mining 
iudu,try was concerned, it was desired to 
economise and keep things clown to bed­
rock. There was a reduction in the vote for 
deep sinking. He did not think there was 
much lamentation in regard to that reduc­
tion, For the reason that it must be appar·eut 
to anybody who knew anything at all about 
deep sinking that if the deep mines had kept 
workmg- there would have had to be 
some radical alteration in the working of 
the mines, otherwise they would be better 
ciosed up, for the simple reason tha.t nmnbon 
of men were sacrificing their lives ln working 
under the conditions that prevailed in de.cp 
ground work, and anyone knov•:ing the con­
ditions under which men worked had 110 
n•grets that-in son1o fields, at any rutc­
fhcp sinking .,~,(!:, a thing of tho past. 
11(' thought that, if possible, so1no oncourage­
lnent should be given for prospecting. 
One regrettable thlng in connection with 
thl· iudustr:v wa~· that the prospector \\a~ 
becorning extinct. They found nothing 
i11 the shtpc of new 1nining fields. bectuse 
uo prospecting had been Uone. The lll'US· 
pector of bYcnty or thirt:c years a.•fO ,,,,1·Led 
faithfully and long and diligently for tlw 
l'C\Yarcl he \\US always expecting, and. 
consequently, in day.:; gone by the 111ining 

indth~l'_\· w..1s a ::;tandby for the Strrtc 
when necessary. It was a pity that th~ 
industrv looked so gloomy. As a genera1 
rule, the life of the gold1~1ining ,fl"ld was 
not very long. But, uu.tvv1t~~ku1olllg' tllat, 
there was an abunda.nec of Irlincral ro.':lources 
in l~ucPns]a.IJd untouched, and in son1o. case~ 
unknown. EYerything po~sible ~huu:d bo 
done to encourage pro~pecting, alld any 
money spent in that clirectio_n "ould be well 
spent. The pnco r-.:eclvod for. gold was 
nothino· like sutlicient conlpen,-;atlon for the 
incrLa.s~~d cost of 1nining and matcrj als, ar~d 
eYorvthin<_r else connected with it, and In 
ouit~ a ~urnbor of case~ it had beeu . v~ry 
<liHicult for those vyorking ir~ the 11111!11~g 
~nrl11dvv ::-1nd thno:;p "'-' hn had rnvcstecl tneu· 
;·~);i·t~i" in ·i-t, t,; carry on. There· was a vote 
on the Estimates for roads and bndges to 
outside mining fields whic·h were icolated 
from the mining centr·es-to bnng them. l!l 
closer touch with the other place>. . ::\lmm'l' 
rnen in Charters rrowerS- who had lllYE.:>:~1)~tl 
their capital, and a number of tractlcrl 
minors working in outside fields, had on 
seycral ore 1sions asked for a yote to repa.u 
a road ho1n Uharters T(nvers to thn tin 
{l,Jd':, at E\van. So anxious \\C'fB the 
people_ dire~tl? inter:::st~d in ;nill~;H;· t1(l~t~ 
tbt'\' thC'lH;'iC'l\-(_·,., prOlltlSeU to SUUS"lT)~ £~0u 
jf t~H·rc \Vi1.:3 u possillility of thr~tr gctt~r·~ 
help to make the amount up to :Cl,OOO. lle 
cm:tainly thought it would be rnone.r »;ell 
spent if the Mines Department could tmd 
another £500 or £750 to put the road m 
dec0nt order. The road served half a dozen 
centres, and he recommended the idea to the 
Mines Department and hoped they would 
give it definite consideration. 

He considered the department deserved 
great credit for the way in which the 
" :Mining Journal " w:;s got up and the nse­
ful information supphocl both by extractPcl 
matter and original matter. . Ho "·as glad 
that the journal "as not gomg to be cut 
out altogether. He felt satisfied that no man 
interested in mining wanted to lose It. It 
served a very useful purpose, . and he had 
often sent cop1es to people. mterested m 
mining, and m return he reccrved from them 
letters of appreciation of the JOm·nal. It 
was a pity that the ·' !'.lining Journal" and 
publications issued by othPr depa.rtments wore 
not made better use of than at present. 
Some of the people who received them 
simply put them into the >vasto-paper basket, 
while he knew lots of people outsrde who 
would be glad of them. 

He had noticed in the Press that changes 
were to take place in connection With the 
School of Mines which was to be transferred 
to the Eclucatio;1 Department. ·cntil details 
;f the chanrres. were to hand it would be 
premature t~ say too much about it._ . Ho 
wanted to sav however. that the J\hnes 
Department ha~! controllecl that institution 
very well. It served a vory useful pc;rpose. 
He should be sorry to thmk that, 1n thy 
interests of econD1ny, jt i-Yrt!3 to bo crlppled. 
It turned out some exceptionally f1nc men. 
and from the director', report he noticed 
that during last year ten students from the 
School of Mines had secured cxccptwnally 
good positions-smnc in Queensland and son1e 
in other parts of the CommomYCalth. It _wa" 
a \Yell-known fact that young rnen tra1nrcl 
there had no difficult;.' in getting exC?P­
tionally good positions at tip-top salanes. 
He trusted that the lecturers and clernor•­
strators and others enga~ccl on the stau 
wo11ld not suffer by the change proposed, uut 

11fT. W instanle-g. 1 
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that their interests would be looked ;,ftcL 
The institution had been run as economicallv 
as possible with efliciency, and it would be 
a pity to see its usefulness curtc"i!Pd. lie 
thought it would be a very wise thing if 
the institution were boomed and achertised 
a bit more, and peoplo were given to under­
stand the advantages of it. In that way 
they would find more persons taking the 
opportunity of sending their boys to the 
school. He trusted that next year the mining 
industry, as a whole, would han' a brighter 
outlook, that things would be again pros­
Jll'l'ous. and the illdu::;:;tr.v in QuPPnsland Ill 
the futcuc, as in the· past. might come to the 
assistance of the Government when needed. 

::\Ir. DUNSTAN (Gympie): He did not 
think it necessary to refer any further to 
the incident of the analysis of that parcel 
of arsenic, because he was satisfied the House 
was already convinced that the hon. member 
for Bnrnett was fL11l up of his own arsenic. 
(Laughter.) \Vhen a man admitte-1 in the 
Hou'o that he s0nt a letter to a Goyermncnt 
officer that was not straightforward--

Nil-. ConsER: Who made that admission? 
Mr. Dl:?\'STAN: The hon. member 

admitted that he would be " a melon ., if 
he told the truth in the letter he sent to 
the Government Analyst. 

2\Ir. ConsER: You are a contortionid, but 
you are not worth taking notice of. 

l\Ir. DU;\fSTAN: The hon. member had 
said that he should regard hinFelf as being 
a "melon," to use a local term. if he told 
the truth to an officer of the depart-ncl,t. 

1.1r. CORSER: You are a contortloni,,t. 

Mr. Dl:KSTAK: As a matter of fact it 
wa, a reflection on the officers of the 
department. 

JY1r. COHSER: Base your argu1nents on n1y 
statement. 

:\1>-. DL':'\STA::'\: The oflicers of tho Mines 
Department were capable, hone·'t and 
~tralghtforward n1cn, and thPy were ~ntitled 
to 1norc rcsp0ct than was contained i:J a 
ctatement such as the hon. member for 
Burnett hacl made. In his (Mr. Dunstan's) 
dealings ,,-ith that department, he had alwavs 
met with honesty, courtesy, and straigl~t­
forwardnC'-s::; with regard to any requests he 
had made on behalf of his mining 
constituents. 

Ilr; . was pleesed to see that the Mines 
Department was at last emerging from that 
"Cinderclla" position it had held under 
Govnmnents in the past, and he welcomed 
the ach·ent of mort) mining members on the 
Opposition side of thc> House, because they 
rcmen1bered, not. so long ago, a prominent 
front bench membf•r of the Opposition declar­
ing that assistance giyen to mining in the 
State was an ab'·Olute waste of public money. 
H.• believed the Mine, Department at present 
rqwc·-cnied som~ of the most important enter­
prise-, in the State, and if the mining 
,nJustry \Vas at present '·uffering from a 
decline .it was no more the fault of the 
Go,·emmcnt. or the department, than of 
private enterprise that had been so largely 
f'ngagcd in the industry. VVhen they COD· 
sidercd the arsenic mines at Jibbenbah, the 
Rom<t oil bore, the proposal in regard to 
the Stvx River. the Bowen coalfields. a.nd 
the Ch1!1agoe mines and such enterprises, he 
thm1ght members on both sides would admit 
that tlw 'i\lincs Department was performing 
most important functions in the affairs of 
the Stde and that it was entitled to support 

[J!r. Winstanley. 

from not only the mining members but 
ev!'ry member of the House. In regard to 
the arseniC' 1ninc at Jibbcnbar, he main­
tained that the policy hitherto followed of 
rn·ovicling cheap arsenic, even for those 
engaged in the dectruction of prickly-pear, 
and in providing tick dips, should be 

amended, and that some advan­
r7.30 p.m.] tage should be taken of the high 

market for arsenic to-day. If that 
were done, there would be more scope for the 
department in that industry. The arsenic 
minP at Jibbcnbar was ono of the best, if not 
the bht, arsenic mine in the world. If they 
could show a profit on that industry, as well 
as sell it at a cheap rate for the benefit of 
those on the land, then they should give 
the mana.ger credtt for that, no matter on 
what side of the House thev sat. The Mines 
Department were doing gctod work at the 
Styx Rin,;·, Bowen coalfield, Roma oil bore, 
and at Chillagoe, and it was better for 
members to give all the assistance they could 
to the department., instead of trying to 
decein, officer' for political purposes. He 
was happy to say that, so far as Gympie was 
concerned, they had no complaints to make 
about the department. They received every 
ac,sistance possible horn the officials and 
the ::Yiinistcr of that department. He 
rt'grctted that golrlmining was on the decline 
in Queensland. That was due to the- fall.ing 
off of the gold contents and to the higher 
cost of commodities and other factors which 
n1ilit.ated against fresh discoveries. It \Vas 
well to recognise that the mining fields 
precodNI sdtlcment on the coastal slopes of 
Australia In eyerv case the discovery of 
a mining field was largely a n1attor of 
accident. He hope,d the day would come 
when the :Yiines Departnlf'nt would start 
boring in auriferous area~, just in the same 
way as they wore boring for coal at the 
prPsent time. He was pleased that the 
;\1inistcr proposed to borf' for coal near 
Gympic. and he hoped tbat they would 
soon have coal within casv access of that 
tO\'.·n for the benefit of man.ufactnring indus­
tries there, ns 'Yell as for the n1ining 
inclustries. ·Members oppositP. \Yould admit, 
in spite of all thPir criticism, that the 
Government desen-ed every support in 
Pndeanmring to make the J\1ines Department 
one of the ·most important departments in 
the State. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr TA YLOR: He had a. few remarks 
to m~ke in connection with the Shcte arsenic 
mine. He rPcognised, with other members on 
the Opposition ,,ide. that in the present ::\1in­
ister for Mines thev had a most capable 
gentlemen. (Hear, hear!) He was inclined to 
think that unless the optimism in connection 
with the arsenic mine was explained there 
mi"ht have been a vcrv serious loss to 
the~ State. For that reasono he drew attention 
to the amount of money spent on the State 
.arsenic 1nine. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Ve have not produced 
enough arsenic to kill pessimists yet. 

Mr. TAYLOR: According to the Auditor· 
General's report, the sum of £40.000 had been 
spent on the arsenic mine and treatment 
works. Of that sum £25.000 was spent on 
the plant. and £15,000 went in stores. wa.gcs, 
and other necessary expenses. On that expen­
diture up to 30th June last. the mine pro­
duced 181 tons of arsenic. Thcv were told. 
that arsenic was worth £80 per ton, and he 
clicl not sf'c whv thev should not get that 
price for it. \Vhat w"as the use of selling it 
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at a cheaper rate than it cost to produce. 
They were told that the Mines Department 
''stnnatcd the value of the arsenic produced 
at £10.874. That worked ont in the vicinitv 
of £60 .a ton. U11 to 30th June, the sale; 
of arsunic realised £3,042. The\ wore told 
that the Government wore selli1lg it at £10 
a ton for prickly-pear purposes, and £23 
a ton for other purposes. That was not 
good business. If it cost £40 or £50 a ton 
~o produce \vherc was the sense in selling 
Jt at £10 to £23 a ton. Without going to 
all tlw expense of starting the works at 
Jibbcnbar, they could have bought all the 
arsenic at £80 a ton cheaper than it cost 
to produce at the State mine. He noticed 
thev had 48 tons of arsenic in stock If 
1 he. deprntmcnt were being rushed how. was 
1t thc:;v had so n1uch arsenic in stock. He 
\Ycm1d like the Mini~·ter to gi,Te some reason 
for that. The Auditor-General told them that. 
133 tons of arsenic were sold for £3.042. That 
>vorked out at an aYerage of £23 a ton. 
The,· wore told that arsenic was sold at 
£10 " ton, so that those figures wanted some 
expluna.t10n. If £23 was the hig·hest price 
reccn·ed and the figures worked out at £23. 
where did tl18 £10 a ton come in? He did 
not ag'l'<'C with those people who thought the 
arscmc n:me >Yas of groat benefit to the State 
as those figures did not proyo it to be a 
pa7i ng proposition. 

lYh-. Dc;xRT.\": They arc selling it too 
cheap. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Re could not conceive any­
thing rnorc annoying to the rnanagcr than 
to haYe thos(~ figures quoted in the House 
and in the Prc"s, that he was runnino· th~ 
ar,enic mine at such a dreadful loss t~ the 
cmnnn~nit,v. .If the n1anager vv""as n1aking a 
profit 111 runmng the works and producing the 
"rsenic it is only fair that he should get 
credit for it. The figures did not giYe him 
credit. 

:\'Jr. FOLEY contended that the Mines 
Department were justified in continuing the 
arsc•nic lllino, because it ha·d been of great 
bcndit to the pear farmers who received the 
arsenic much less than it >Yould cost them 
to get it overseas. It had been amply proved 
by speakers on the Government side that the 
arsenic mine had justified itself. 

But he was more concerned about the 
gem fields in the Central district. It was 
quite an extensive field, as Mr. B. Dunstan, 
geologist, pointed out in his report in 1902, 
but It had been neglected by past Govern­
ments. The gem branch of the mining 
industry had been absolutely left to the mercy 
of the oYerseas gem Jews to exploit to what­
over extent they chose. The gem industry 
had been manipulated bv the Jewish rinrrs 
oYerseas, and it was time that their opcratio~s 
were frnstrated. Since he had been a member 
ho made representations to the Minister for 
Mines to carry out investigations and see 
!f something could be done for the gem 
mdustr.'. He was hopmg that a system would 
be inaugurated in the near future whereby 
the mmers on the gem fields would receive a 
safe afh-ance on the gems they produced 
and exported to the overseas market. This 
was practicable, as the matter had been 
gone into and im·estigated. It was quite 
pos·"ible to hreak clown the rings that had 
been formed by the GoYernment taking the 
matter in hanrl. About June last year, he 
understood that there wore from 1.000 to 
1,400 miners working on the field receiving 
for blues of first-class quality from £14 to 

£20 an oz. This was brought about by the 
breaking of the German ring which controlled 
this particillar field teforc the war broke 
out. After the breaking of the ring, English 
and Amoric,w buyers operating on the held 
got to work, with the result that the mmer 
who once had to trLkc £4 or £5 an oz. for 
his e:cms re,cei Yed from £14 to £20 an oz. 
for first-class blues. These sapphires were 
e'qual to any e.apphires in any other part of 
the world. They did not profess them to be 
tho fine cornflower blue that was produced 
on the Burmah fields, but they produced 
som,,•thing for which there was '1uite a big 
D1arkc-t fn ovcr,:-;ea CDUlltries. rfhc records 
for tl1e pa't twenty-two years-and that 
included quite a number of periods when 
buyers wen., not operating-sho\ved that 
£3.7.\ 309 worth of g-ems had been produced. 
That: in his opinimi, was not a true estimate 
of what had boon produced there. The last 
statistics appearing in the report of the 
Under Socrctarv for Mines showed that stones 
>YOl'O prodLJccd ·oquiYahnt to £42.000 worth of 
gems for year 1919. He had made it hi' busi­
IJo·;s to >York the figures out. There were some­
thing like 10,000 oz. recorded, wh1ch came to 
a bont £4 an oz. Seeing that for the best 
part of that year the~v were recniving from 
£14 to £20 an oz. for their first-class parcels, 
·vou could strike an aYcragc of £10, tnaking 
the c' timate in the vicinit:· of £100.000 
worth. instead of £42.000 worth. as recorded 
in the mining stati.stirs. l-Ie \vas conf-ident 
that in the near futuro son1cthing \vouid be 
done with this field. Ho 11·ould like to 
impress npon the :Yiinister the necessity for 
taking steps to as~ist tho n1lncrs op.f'rating 
on that field by arhising the Cabmot to 
lll"inp: in lq;islation for the purpose of com­
batincr the "bnunmv" industrv in Brisbane 
and ~ther places. ·Many of 'tho jewellers' 
shons in this cit,- >Yere marketing their 
"b~·umn1:'\~" jC\Ycllery 8S real rubies, sap­
phirPs, etc .. quoting the price a_s sorn~vd10ro 
about fr0m 30s. to £2. It was 1mposs1blo to 
produce a ruby at that price, but those who 
wPrP not eonycrsant with tlH~ gem tra{:le were 
c:uried awaY with the brilliancv of the article, 
ami left the' shop persuaded t.ha.t what they 
had bought was a perfect gem. If they pass":rl 
legislation compelling jewellers to mark thmr 
gems real or artificial, as t.he case rrug.ht 
he, they would, to a great extent. assist 
the mi;1ers upon that field to sell their 
products. He had a sample on his finger 
of a green sapphire: it was only one degree 
less h·ard than a diamond. and eqnal to any 
im;ported gem that could . be bought in 
Brisbane in reference to bnlhancy or colour. 
Personally he valued the stone at £50. 
Other hon: mem.bers hrLd stones of different 
colours; one of n carats, equal. if not better 
in beautv and brillirmcv to anv diamond of 
t!,e sa.m~ size >vhich 'conld bo bought in 
this citv. Yet thcv fonnd that when miners 
broughi a stone of such quality to Brisbane 
they were offered by the jewellers about 
10s. a carat. because artificial stones were 
produced at about ~d. a carat anrl sold by 
th0 dealers at an enormous profit. Much 
could be done to assist this inclustry by 
introducing legislation to comhat this evil. 
There were thousands of ounces of this 
"bnnnmy" artifiC'ial jc\YCllt'r:,~ brought into 
the Commonwealth evcrv vear from m-er· 
sr,as. while thcv were pr~ducing some of the 
finest gems abont 500 miles from Brisbane 
e(]na l t.o those produced in anv other part 
of the world. 'Whenl'>-er he had gone to 
the Minister for Mines to request him to 

Jlr. Folcy.] 
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assist rnincrs bv the est ~~bEslHncnt of wcJls 
or by putting ;.o·.ds in bt·l ter condition, he 
had rcc,_,ivcd ever:.· a,;sistancc and courtesy 
fron\ him. He had a part:· of prospectors 
in >en ontlying portion af tlw ,,apphiro 
fields co11tinuall: '·m· king iu different parts, 
so that IHinPrs wollld get a cln.irr1 which was 
worth while operating Ho "·onld point out, 
for the bcndit of those \\·ho '.Yere not can­
,-er,~nt with the sa)lphiro fiolds of the State, 
that there was absolutely no clangor of the 
indnstr:c dying out in the event of tho 
Government dabilising the field. They had 
Mr. D!lnstctn's report on the field. He 
said~ 

'' Lot it be knoY\'11 tlLtt the field is a 
largo ono, that the extent of sapphire 
v: .1sh is second to none in the \vorld, and 
that a constant supply of stones could 
he mainta.ined~facts which will be estab-
lished tho following pages~thcn there 
will no ea use for complaining that 
rnctrkets cannot be found for the stones. 
The grcau•r demand for th(-') ~apphires 
will be met by a groat production, and 
\· ith a grr at er production the dealers 
will noi· be contented to wait for con­
signments to be forwarded to them, but 
.,-ill themselves visit the field periodi­
cally. and buy direct from the miners, a 
condition of things satisfactory to all 
concerned.'' 

That was a forecast in 1902, and it came 
Tight. It was almost impossible at one time 
for a miner to got rid of a parcel of sap. 
phiros, yet last year there were no fewer than 
twelve or fourteen sapphire dealers, repre­
scntiHg Parisian and other European firn1s 
and paying a n1axinnun price. He did not. 
think that prices would touch the limit reached 
in March, 1919, but with the inauguration 
of a system of buying stones from the miners 
and selling them on the oversea markets, a 
gn?.tter degree of stability would be brought 
about in the field; and, instead of a few 
isolated bag shanties, and the miners being 
forced to live in tents, thoro would be some 
encourage1nent for people to invest and 
establish boarding-houses and other facilities 
on th<' field. hich would guarantee to those 
>vho were already established, if they went 
011 with their operations, that there >vould 
be no fear of the field slumping. There was 
a slump about three months ago, when some. 
thing like 500 men had been compelled to 
leave thL' field and compete for work in 
other industries; but with the inauguration 
of a scheme such as he had suggested, they 
would be able to go back to the field, and 
it wonld case the position with regard to 
unerr;111o:vm.cnt. 

Thev also had in thf' Lcichha.rdt electorate 
601ne great coal dPposits. c1nd operations 
\Vt~re being carri('d out by several companies, 
whicl1 had been ham]Wn'd in the past by 
lack of accommodation on the Port Alma 
wharvc' in getting it put into boats to carry 
it to oversr.a Ina.rkets. There was an area 
of 80 acres. which had rccf~ntlv been increased 
to about 188. He had made" a reCJnest, and 
htPr an application had bcon mado to the 
court that this area should be gr,1ntcd to a 
bod:v of lTii!lr>rs) Y\'ho ,y·crc ea.ch 'villing to 
throw in £300 or £400 of their hard-earned 
savings for t~e purpoee of opening up this 
deposit of coal. Surely, the Government 
could see the po,o;ibilitie.< -,yhich wore ahead. 
It was poeo;ible by using modern and up-to­
date mei hods of stripping the overburden, 
which was somowhore in the Yicinity of from 

[l"lfr. Foley. 

40 to 60 feet, to produce coal on that field. 
and supply it to overscn 111arkcts at a price 
''hi eh would eo m pan) \Yith any other coun­
tries of the v:orkl. Ho hoped that, if th() 
UoYCTninont could not go in for the venture, 
eorne str·p~ \vou1d be taken to grant the 
rPqne:::t of tht~:30 Ininers, ~o as to give thcrn 
a chance to opci·ate on tho field. 

:\fuch had been said in rdcrc,nco to the 
fluctuation of the metal market, but that was 
son1ething 1vhich th~ Go\Terumont had :·cry 
littlD con1Tol over. lt wonld lle a good Idea 
if, in conjunction _,-ith the sapphire illdustry, 
a llHlil \YUS f~'Ilt 0\TOl'S('[l,S with the YiCW of 
rnarkoting r_~il'Cl t to the consutners certain 
nletah3. l"<·hich tho:T had no occasion to send 
through retlnerics which wcro in the hands 
of IY'f'tal rings in the Comrnon>scctlth. He 
trust0d that with a capable :'v1i nister like 
Mr .. Tones, and his collcrtguos, the'e things 
1\onld be bmught into opcrCttion. In conchl­
sion, he wished to a.o;ain emphasise the 
remarks of the hon. niember for Gympio. 
Courtesv had alwavs been sho\YJJ to him, 

" and any" request he had pnt for-
[8 Jl.In.] ward on behalf of the mining 

centres had always n'cei> ed the 
utmost conoideration from the Minietor . 

:\1r. MOORE: Ho hoped the :\1inister was 
not going to take any notice of the sug~es· 
tions made by the hon. member for Ipswrch 
and the hen. member for Gympie-that the 
areenic should be cha.rgcd at the price it cost 
to procure 1 t. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYR: The hon 
member for Carnarvon made the suggestion 
tlnt the arsonic should be charged at the 
cost of production. 

Mr. MOORE: He did not think it should 
be. They had to recognise that the spread 
of prickly-pear was ·due to the Government, 
and it was up to them to assist the settlor m 
cDnnection vvith its eradication. He would 
like to know how the cost was arriveci a.t. 
'They had a lime pulveriser in that district, 
and know what the cast "'as. vVhen they 
tried to compete with private enterprise 
thev made a ridiculous mess of it. They 
wa!rtcd to knov, that a proper costing system 
tvas put into openttion. The Government 
must stand up to their recponsibilitic·o and 
help the Sf~ttlers to clear the pear by giving 
a.rsenic at a reasonable price. 

The 'l'REAScRER: Arc not we doing it? 
Vi'e arc giving it at £60 per ton below the 
n1arkct price. 

Mr. MOORE: He did not know what the 
1narket prire '\Vas. 1-Io knew that arsenic was 
a by-product at Stanthorpe, and fm· a con· 
siderable time paP.t \YO.s being sold at £11 per 
ton by a private con1pa.ny. fie quite agreed 
it ""''" up to the Government to supply arsenic 
at a r"asonflble r~te to clear the pPctr, but the 
taxpayers' pocket chould not be dipped into 
n1oro thtn vvas ner-cssarv: thev f.hould haYo .an 
e!Icctiv·· co<Sting syste~. and 'it- should not be 
rnn on the principle di,elosed bv the Auditor­
General's rrport. \Yhcn: it \Vav:5 stated they 
did not know what the cost was. If an 
c.rdinary indiYidual started an enterprise, 
he wanted to know how much it was going 
to co~t, ancl whether it was going to pay. 
Here a!l enterprise had hcen going on for a 
considerable tirne, a.nd +he Auditor-GenPr.-d 
rJOintod out that there -was no systcn1 of 
costing, and he did not know how much it cost 
per ton. Surely that wa". an extraordinary 
wav for the Government to conduct Ctn entcr­
pri~e such as that, a.nd there was no occasion 
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for continuing it. The arsenic ought to be 
produced in the most econon1ical \\ av and 
di<Strihntf~d, because the Gov~rnment"' wore 
pctrtially to blame for the 'twead of the pear. 
Private individuals and shire counciJs \Yet·t~ 
compelled to clear thuir lands, while the 
GovernPlcnt were allowing it to grow and 
infest areas that wero clean. It was not a 
question of whether it was going to pay to 
supply arccnic at the present price. When 
land ''"'" cleared, it would be an asset to 
Qneensl,md. Yet they had two hon. mem­
bers on the other side getting up aJn.d 
suggesting that the Government shoulu 
charge cool of production. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It ···as the 
hon. member for Carnanon who suggested it. 

Mr. MOO RE: He would tackle the hon. 
member for Carnanon, too, if it would be 
any satisfaction to the hon. gentleman. The 
first hen. 111embor vvho sugge..:.tcd it "\Vas the 
member for Ipswich. He was very glad 
he had done so, because it would make a 
nice pamphlet at election time to put before 
the people. 

Mr. PETERSOK: Ho doos not represent my 
view on the matter. 

Mr. l\100RE : Ho hoped the hon. member 
would come over on that side and vote in 
that \Yay. l\fpmbers on the other side talked, 
but when it camo to a question of action 
they wore over on the other side instead of 
being· where they should be-amongst 
Opposition members. 

One other thing he wanted to mention 
about was the position of the Roma bore. 
They had the Minder going about shaking 
a bottle with a little petrol in it, and saying 
it was the fmest aviation petrol produced. 
That was as far ao they had got. The 
bottle socnwd to have been lost since the 
elcct.ion, and they had heard nothing further. 
A groat deal of money was being spent, 
and thov would like to know whether there 
wa~ goiOg to be auy result. It was no good 
hi·ding anything and . bringing it out. at 
election time and saying what v, as go1ng 
to happen. They had heard nothing further 
than the obstruction in the bore. They had 
been told that gas blew the obstruction up 300 
or 400 feet. Tho1· found that a man was 
constructing a tool to catch hold of it, and, 
when he caught hold of it, he could not 
let go. (Laughter.) What was the position 
to-dav '? Had he managed to take hold of 
it ot· was he still pulling on the rope'? 
s{ll'clv the Minister \\"Ould be able to giYC 
thcn1 ~ so:mc inforn1tttion. 

l\fr. 'WEIR again directed the attention 
of the Committee to the ,;tatement of the 
Auditor-General, v,rhich ;;:aid-

" No provision for a costing system 
having been nutdo jn the accounts in 
co1mection with the mine and treatment 
.,·orks. the department \cas unable to 
arriYe at the cost of production of 
arS8DlC. 

He quoted thar becar;sc he thought, apart 
from the fart that it was always 1Yell in 
any industry-particularly a new industry 
like this-to have a complete system of 
costing, th0re was also this aspect, that the 
other night they spent hours in discussing 
the question of thu cost of production of 
butter, on which hon. members opposite 
were very keen; yet they did not want to 
know anything about the cost of production 
of arsenic. There wore hours of " slang­
wanging" about London parity, but there 

was not so much heard on this occasion on 
the question of London parity for arsenic, 
\Yhich he took to be, roughly, about £70 
per ton. The prC'·ont price to the farmers 
in Queensland \Ya' £10 per ton. He was 
ono ',dw bclie,-ed that an industry which 
rurneri out a product should be credited with 
the full cost of prndLwtion. although there 
might be <m adjustment of accouuts after· 
wards to encourage the n1en to clear pear­
infested countrY. He beli<'ved there was a 
good deal in favour of that argument. They 
\Yere doing a service to the State in pro­
Yiding guocl land, and they should be 
assisted. It was unfair to credit this industry 
oniv \\·ith the amount of £10, when they 
kne'w that the cost of production must be 
~omPwhere in the vicinity of £40 or £50, 
judging by the world's market. They had 
people criticising the instability of State 
entcrprist'c, and the fact that they were not 
paying. when they had the bare-faced 
efirontery to ask that they be charged £1() 
for an article which \Yas costing £50 to £60. 
If that was to be the qystem, the merest 
boy in the street could tell anybody that 
State enterprise'·, could not pay. He was 
glad the member for Carnarvon, in whose 
district thi. mine \Yas situated, conld say 
.it was not fair to the men engag·ed in the 
industry, that they were not getting the full 
results of their efforts. He did not see how 
anvone representing n, district where rniners 
we~re~ working for arsenic, \Yhcrc there was 
a plant installed and a certain amount of 
capital expended, could do other than support 
the system he was laying· down all'd the 
\'icw~ he \Va~ adYancing, that the cost of 
production fhould be the full cost, and 
net the cost according to the person to whom 
they were ~upplyi11g it. 'There _-wa~ no 
l.m;;incss in crediting an industry w1th £10, 
when it ought to be credited with .£40 or. £50. 
It as the s'uno "·ith all other 1ndustnes. 

:\lr. Moorm · \V c arc in that position to-day. 

Mr. WEIH: They were in a Yery healthy 
positjon, as far a'l arsenic was con:ernc~. 
There vyas no scrnblance of companson rn 
the tlrgnnlcnt put up on this vote and that 
put up thQ othc;r night. He wondered that 
an-·onc could expect 2s. 4d. for butter know­
jng. that p1·oduction -was m11ch less. They 
\Ycrc prepared to argue that \Vay on account 
of th<' strin,c;ent times they had passed 
throu"h · but on this occasion, Opposition 
mcn1G~!r~ wo:.tld not di,cu.H the cost of 
production. They \Yantecl a prod.uct at £10, 
and th~: k;;e\Y pf'rfectly well rt rnust be 
costing thL St. t~ at h·ctst £40 or £50. Let 
them lay clown the basis of the cost of pro· 
dne:t.ion. They had gi-ren \\'ay to the 1nan 
on tht' land bcean~e of the drought, becauso 
tl!f! 1<.1 1:. ;Ur men erncnt stood for t]w 1nan in 
all, i11dnstrv g, tting full Yaluc for his 
labour. The~ obccrvcd that principle in their 
trcatmellt o{ the women and children con­
cerned in the dair:·ing di::.tricts, and that 

dern must al~o stand as far as the men 
·n"'c'rc concC'rnC'cl i11 the Carn :-u,~ou electorate, 
who were producing arsenic for the people 
in LhC'- country. 

:\lr. IIARTLEY: l\Iiuing used to Le con­
~idc:-ed one of the lnain industries in the 
State. It ought still to be so considered, 
but unfortunatelY. it had gone back last 
yea'r. It "ould ' Lo a good thing in the 
future if th8 :&limster for :Mines held a port· 
folio in that Chamber, as he would then be 
in touch with the general expression of 
opinion of hon. rnernbcrs and others \vho 

Mr. Hartlr!J.] 
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1'\'ere interested in mining. lie -was not going 
to talk much about the arsenic mine. He 
thought the Government had done well to 
provide arsenic at all. During the time they 
had p.asscd through, when arsenic was prac­
tically unprocurable, if it had not boon for 
tlu~ State arsenic n1inc stockowncr:o~-particu­
larlv in the tick-inf<ested areas-would have 
bee;, in a YCry bad position. \Vhat he 
wanted to say was that the Mines Department 
seemed to have gone to sleep lately. There 
were two things that should happen to this 
departruent to makf> it a little more profitable 
to the State. Either they \vorc suffering 
£rorn sleeping "'ickness, and needed the atten­
tion of the institution at Townsville, which 
n1ade a 6tudy of latent disease'~., or they 
should not be hampBrcd in reg·ard to their 
exnenditll!'e. They hoard a !'ot about the 
wonderful coal resources of the State. which 
was quite correct, but the resources were no 
good underground, and the sooner they got 
them U!J in big quantities the better for 
thcmsc!Ye, and for the development of the 
State. In the :\'orth and Centre of QuPens­
land there were coalfiolcls of various extent, 
with practically unlimited supplie' of coal, 
and the railways were depending upon pri­
vately-owned coaJmines for their supply, 
which supply was anything from 15 per cent. 
to 20 pPr cont. inforim in quality. With 
such a bald fact staring them in the face, 
tbev shonld come to the conclusion that their 
chiC£ duty was to deYelop the State 1nin8, or, 
if not. to uBsist the other n1ining con1panie-; 
to clcnlop their mine, so aB to make coal of 
high quality available at a decent price. He 
noticc·cl on page 2 of his report the chief 
inspector said--

" At the Stvx Rin:r coalf1eld a shaft 
near t'h..: rnih~,·ay has been sunk to the 
coal searn 1vhicli~ JH'oynd to Le of exccp­
timl<lll_v good quality. Although the shalt 
1-:as sunk in a portion o£ thP field ''There 
the countrv is uruch disturbed bv fault­
ing, the coal has br>ell ISO llll.lCh in (1cntand 
for the railv a vs and gasnlu king t.hat a 
m on 11 output has been kept up from this 
first pl'OSllCcting shaft IYhilc boring is 
goiug on to JH'OY8 a site -.,yhere the 
countrY is Je,s disturbed, and where the 
pcrnEtl-ICnt 6hafts and 1nining operations 
will be located." 

ThC> GoYcrnnwnt Geologist_ in his report, had 
said, "At 770 feet a seam of c'<c·cllent coal 
quite undisturbed v>as passed through." The 
chid inspector pointed out that the coal, 
although in undi,turbcd country where the:·­
had a litlJc prospecting shaft, was of such line 
qua I it~- that the:, bept supplying it to the 
gas company for gasmaking and to tho rail­
\Ya v. The raihva~· IY(•re not getting tnuch at 
pre·~Pnt, beraus0 the gas company wcro out­
bidding them am! taking al! the eo a l the 
Govormnont could supp]~- thorn with at £1 10s. 
-hig-her than ally other coal in Queensland, 
if Hot in Australia. He showed that, in 
1919, 579 tons •wre made a\-ailable from that 
1uinc. \Y]Jy disrni~~ it in a fevv lines, as 
bad been done in the chief inspector's report? 
It was evident that t hero was not much 
enthusiasm about the Styx Ri.-er coa!rrcld, 
and he wantPd the Minister and the Govern­
nwnt to become enthusiastic. If they woulcl 
investigate their other deposits on the,Ccontral 
railway~-particularly in the vicinity of 
Blackwate1·, of "hich they 'had data in their 
office-it would go a long way tcn.-ards 
solving the big problem of the running cost 
of their railwavs, because thev would obtain 
coal at a price equal to what they wore 

[ .il1r. Ha rtley. 

paying at present, with at least 15 per cent. 
hig-her steam efficiency. He noticed that on 
another vote £26.500 was provided for the 
Bowen, Baralaba,' and Styx River coaiGclds. 
Looking- through the Auditor-General's report 
he found t'hat £{,756 had been spent at the 
Siyx, and £17,000 at the Bowen coalfields, 
so there did not appear to be much left for 
the dc.-eloprnent of those two fields. He 
wi,hecl to point out to the Minister that at 
St:rx RiYcr thcrP was a 1nine already opened 
right on the line, 80 milM from deepwater, 
and 60 miles from a centre like Rockhamp­
ton. vVithout wishing to decry thP Bowen 
Yc<nture, he thought it would be a better 
rrcethod of expenditure at the Styx Riv<er at 
present, seeing that there was no railway at 
Bowen; and it was not like I y to get to its 
terminal point for the ne'<t six months. He 
would ask the ::Vlinister what amount of 
n1onP~' \Vas going to be provided for the 
purchase of 1nachinery for the Styx River 
field and for the development of the field? 
H c would remind tho Govm·nment that the 
wealth of Queensland's coal resource's was 
practically untold, both in the Centre. and the 
l\ort'h; and from data he had seen rt should 
be so in the South. If their geological reports 
and da,ta were correct, thc:y ,,hould be able to 
develop as big fields in the South at prc,ent 
untouche·rl as in the C>~ntrc and the North. 
He hoped the Minister W•)uld tell him what 
amount of rnonev \Yas to be n1ade available 
for machiner,,· oil the Sllx River field, and 
what amount ho expected to expend in the 
deYelopn1cnt of the field. 

At twenty minutes after 8 o'clock p.m., 
I\Ir. F. A. CooPER relieved the Chairman 

in the chair. 
:i\Ir. COSTELLO: With regard to tho 

arsenic mine he quite agreed with what the 
hon. rnen1ber for I\'Iaryborough had /'Lud, 
although he did not often agree with hin_r. 
The-,' \Yere anxious to know' \Yhat Lhc arsemc 
exactlv cost to produce. The 'ctt lcrs who 
were ~lsing the arsC"nic wanted to know the 
actual cost. It was not a matter between 
the nrsenic mine and ihe settler, but bet\\; cen 
the Lands Department and the settler, Any 
cone< ,si on the settlers \Yore getting would he 
from the Lands Department. The mine 
,,honld lWOYO to the pub! ic what it could 
produce ar,,cnic for. \Vhon they accused the 
State Entnpriee Department of bad munage­
rnent. etc., the Uovernrrwnt said, " Look vrhat, 
we haYC nroduccd fron1 our State enter­
prises. and·- gjycn to the poor pear fa_rn1crs­
arsPnic at £10 a ton." Anv conces::nons the 
settlers got they g;ot from the Lands Dcpart­
rncnt. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: In 
rC>ply to the hon. rnen1bcr for C'arnarvon, he 
woulcl point out that that hon. member had 
]eel an agitation neqnf'sting that the Gm·ern­
rncnt ,hould ba'ie the cost of arsc,nic to the 
farmer •md the pear selector on the cost of 
production. 

0PPOS1T10X MmiBERS : Ho -did not. 
The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: He 

did, 
11'lr. CoSTELLO: I said any concessions the 

sctt)ers got they got from tho Lands Depart­
lliPnt. 

The SECRET_'\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for CarnarYon not only 
asked for a costing system, but he made a 
request to the Government that the pear 
~elector be charged for tEe arsenic on the cost 
of production, and he (:\1r. Larcombc) wanted 
to emphasise that point, because. if later 
on any change were made in the basis of the 
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"Charge of arsenic to the pear selectors, he 
wanted tho soloctors and the farmers of 
QuecJJS!and, g·enerally, to know that it had 
been the result of an agitation led by the 
member for Carnarvon. (Opposition dissent.) 

:\Ir. RIORDAK: He had not too manv 
bouquets to throw at the Mines Department 
and no bricks. (Laughter.) He thought the 
Gov<>rnment had made an effective effort 
around Chillag·oe in the mining industry and 
had done their best. In looking over the 
vote he saw that the amount for " Aid to 
mining." had been reduced from £24,600 to 
£16.000. lie wanted to know from the Min­
ister in charge if that was independent of, 
and outsi·do the grants made to men in the 
Chillagoo district. A bout a fortnight ago 
he had gone to the l\J:inos Department and 
saw tho Minister personally. He had left 
a note asking him to give particulars of 
the mines under exemption, the mines held 
on lease in the Etheridge and Chillagoe 
fielch, and the mines fully manned and fulfil­
ling la hour conditions. t: p to date. he had 
llacl no reply. He \vas not surprised, because 
he knew it took some time for the Mines 
Department to collect that information, 
because the Etheridge f1elds were far distant 
from Brisbane. The minPs in (,luoonsland, 
and sc1·eral mines around the Ethoridgo that 
had been closed clown since 1916, while metals 
were at a good price through the companies 
askicg cxcn1ptions when they could afford 
to work the mines, considering the price of 
metal at the time, hucl been successful in 
getting exemptions from the warden at the 
diffPrPnt courts, while other men 'vere pre­
pared to \Vork the mines. Tlw JY1inister said 
there had been no objections raised. He (Mr. 
Rim·dan) had seen the warden, and it was 
hard for men depending upon a master for 
their crust, and for the living of their wives 
and families. to go and light a combin­
ation lik<> the Ethericlgo gold mines, tho 
Clnllagoe Company, or other companies with 
such powerful strength. 

If these men went to the court and objected 
to the exemption, then the mincowne;·s would 
howl them down from field to field. Tho 
rnYner:;; \Yculd usr' their influence on the dif~ 
ferent f1elds to such an extent that the man 

\'!·ho oppo.~ed exernption n1ight 
[8.30 p.m.] just as Y'cll put u1; his swag and 

walk many a nll]o bcforp he 
\vould get occupation Us a rniner in Q'~U'E'ns­
land a.gain. It \Vas the duty of tlw ::VIin(~ 
Departn1ent to step in and sc~c. now that the 
Chillagoe "melters were working that eYct, 
mine on the Etheridgc field no\1' held und,:r 
exemption was either forfeited or worked h 
the full working capacity. ~lining in I'\orth 
Queensland had only been scratched up to 
tho present as con11Jared with G vrnpie. 
N[one,v had been wasted in the past cm th,, 
different fields. Take the Iguana J\Iino at 
Croydon, where it cost £49 a foot to oink 
R ::;haft. That <sa,. one of the n1ining 
scandals that should hav-e been inquired i11to 
further.. JY1r. Ferry made an inquiry up to 
a certa rn stage, but his report had llC\'Cl' 

been tabled. He did not know \vhy, but he 
thought that that report should be made 
public, so that they could see what the 
findings were. If the principle were wrong, 
then there was nothing wrong in whoever 
was responsible admitting his mistake and 
taking the blame. Thev knew that the hon. 
member for Albert resigned before he would 
sanction or sign the grant to the Iguana 
Mine, but the new Minister taking office 
made the grant to a company which involved 

the expenditure of £17,000 of public money. 
The present J\1inister lor Mines was not 
responsible, and the officials may have been 
misled. An inquiry often cleare,] things up, 
and it would be ad1·isable for the l'd inistcr 
for ]1.1ines to let the public know how far 
that inquiry went. He congratulated the 
Minister on his assurance that the Cro:J don 
field would be tested bv a diamond drill 
which would be sent to Ct'ov-don as soon as a 
drill was available. He ··hoped the drill 
\YOt!ld be under better supcnision than was 
the case a few years ago. llo understood 
the Government were drilling hole> at about 
£1 2s. 6d. a foot when the drilling stopped, 
and a private individual went on with the 
drilling, using the Gov-ernment drill, and 
continued the work at a cost of £3 2s. 6d. a 
foot. \Vhen things of that kind happened, it 
made him suspicious and think there "as 
sonlPthing wrong. On going through tho 
papers, he saw that up till 1915 the sum of 
£45,000 had been granted to Croydon. There 
had been different Governments in power, 
and they had been friends of the party 
opposite. They knew that an individual in 
Crovdon had been allowed to c;ink a shaft 
outside the line of any report by a geologist 
of the department. The report ab:1ut that 
mine \Yas taken fron1 a. rH'\Yspaper ntan 
named Real. This man's report was taken 
in preference to that of the geologist. \\'hat 
was the use of keeping their officials if they 
acc-epted newspaper reports in prcfcrcnrc to 
them'! The gentleman he rderre'l to '"as 
granted £17,000 to spend at Crovdon. He 
spent £9,000, and there was £b.OQO left. 
The ]\[inister might well direct hi· attr•ntion 
to the Crov-don f!Cld and other fields in the 
Burke electorate. They knew one mining 
1nag-n.ate who took advantage of an old 
rnining Act. I-Ie had a 111an working for 
him. and while there were anv ·div-idends tllP 
1nagnate drew those ctivlde~tls 1 lmt v, hen 
thev started to make calls, this chap, who 
had previously collected the dividend.', had 
his dununy in the n1inc in the por~on of a 
hard-,,~orking miner. l\Iany n1inct·s w .'1'8 

made insoh-ent in that way .. 

Mr. Courxs: Get rich quick. 

Mr. RIORDAN: That was the wav that 
some of the big men got rich quick. Talking 
about getting rich quirk. lw would rather 
put his dollar on the Golden Casket than 
follo\v some of the mining method., adopted 
bv the friend, of rncmlwrs opposite. _\t 
Kidston the GoYernment \VC'l'C going on \Vith 
the State battery. They had started a good 
"\\hi le ago on a battery that was &oing to be 
erected a.t a certain cost. The cost. how­
ever, kept n1ounting and mounting up. A 
geologist's report was obta·inecl and the 
practical men on the f1eld said that the 
geD1ogist's report \\"as all right. Ho\VCYnr, 
they had. a 111ines inspector up there v.-ho 
said that the geologist's report was all 
wrong. If they folloYved the inspector's 
advice the battery \Yould be moved too far 

av from where the gold wa. procl!lced. 
It. was not a rich field, but the gold was 
easily treated. The geologist pwpo.sccl to 
put the battery on the ground where th'l 
gold could be shovelled down into the battery 
and treated. The mines inspector was the 
intelligent man who wired down during the 
discussion on the Chillagoe Bill that there 
wa.s not enough copper in Chillagoe to make 
a. kettle. yet on the year's working· there 
was a profit of £10,000 after paying many 
thousands of pounds in wages. That was 
the same inspector \1 ho said that the 

Mr. Riorrlan . . 1 



1032 Supply. [ASSEl\IBL Y.] Supply. 

geologist was wrong·. The inspector said 
that the battery could be built .for £6.000, 
and the amount had been increa-cd to about 
£9,000 since then. 

The TREAR1.RER: You don't think that the 
mine should be shifted over to the battery? 

Mr. RIORDAN: The mines inspector 
thought that the mine should be shifted to 
the batterv. That might solve th problem. 
Perhaps the mines inspector had in his mind 
some idea that by vva ving a n1agic \Yand he 
could shift Wise's Hill down to the bath ry. 
At any rate, the inspector told him that he 
intended to shift the mine to the battery by 
motor transport. (Laughter.) The inspector 
thought it would be a good propos1twn, and 
he (Mr. Riordan) was not going to put h1s 
opinion against the mines in,~pectnr's. The 
geologist was right in the first plac.•, >Yhen 
he said it would cost £10,000 to put up a 
battery. Then the inspector of mines came 
along and said he could do it for £6,000. 
Then the price was raised to seven, e1ght, 
and then nine thousand. It \Yas like the 
auctioneer-going up all the time, and they 
did not know when it was going to stop. 
When he was saying that the price went up 
to seven, eight, and nine, he v1a.s nearly 
saying "out." That was what should happen 
to the official who made the estimat8. He 
should be out of the department, and the 
department would be well rid of him. 

At twenty minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 

The CHAJR~!AN re•umed the chair. 

Mr. COLLil'\S: There were a lot of 
interesting figures in connection with t.he 
Mines vote. Ho noticed from Lhe report 
that the production of minerals had decreased 
in Queensland. Ho was sati,fiecl ~hat they 
would havr- to m,-J ke smne more disCoYenes 
in regard to 1nineral d0posits. l-Ie wa~ not 
carried awa.v bv anv dcc·p-sinking- proposal, 
be0a.usc the:: h,;-d ex-perience of d~cep-sinking 
vote::> during the last t\vcnty-fivc years. 
The-. all know that the mineral deposits in 
the .Korth and South did not improve at :t 

depth. In other words, experience showed 
thctt, as a rule, thev die appeared at a depth 
Ten years ago hcv advocated assistance to 
deep sinking, but ~ince then lart:,'' sums of 
money had been expPndccl in some of the 
olclet· fields on deep sinking, hut the re·ult 
of such hrrd not been satisfactory. He would 
urge thP departlnf'nt to assist rncn in trying 
to discover new fields. They had a large 
mineral wealth in Queensland as 0·et unex­
plDrcd, and they \vou1d Fee grc~.t di .. ·coverios 
maclo in reghrcl to gold, tin. and other 
min0rab. Qvib• l'CC'Pnt]y thcr0 had born 
a discon)ry rnade in his Ol\~n elcctc_,rate, 5 
mile,; from the old Normanby Golclf1eld, 
according to Ccolcgiof M01·ton. He did not 
n~mc•rnbcr ever rcadjng a better report) so 
fa.r as gold cleposi ts were concerned. than 
the report by Mr. 1\iorton, published in tho 
"l'viining Journal" of June and .Jul·.·. Had 
a sin1ilar discovery been made ten years ago, 
the" wonkl ha.-e had 500 miners on the f1eld 
pro-specting. H0 did not kno'.>' what h0od 
cornc over the ri-sing generation? IIe v;as 
quite willing- to admit that the Mines 
Department had done their part, inasmuch 
as thev had granted two subsidies to the 
"Billy Hughcs" mine. (Laughter.) He 
lately had received a letter from the person 
'vho was most interc~ted in the mine. vrho 
said they had reached a depth of SO feet, 
and the reef was going strong and ca.rrying 
a fair amount of gold. He would Jike to see 

[M1·. Riordan. 

the ep1r1t of their forefath0rs exhibited by 
the present generation. They could only 
deYclop a g-oldfield by work. There were 
five cliffcrent lines of reef-the lowe-st, accord· 
ing to J\1r. Morton's report, g-iving 12 dwt. 
and tlw highest >Yf'nt up as high as 5 oz. 
He saw one report to the effect tha.t a reef 
had been showing over 8 oz. on the same 
f1eld. \\Thilo other minerals had decreased 
in value, gold had not decrc"'sed in .-alue. 
He wished to clmw the attention of men 
who had been miners in the P'Ist to the 
fa.ct that that field was in 0xisrence, and 
there was a large area further south which 
still remained to he prospected. Dming the 
1902 drought) Gympie, Chrntors Tovvcrs) and 
other goldfields sa.ve·cl the State from disaster. 
K ot only ;;,houlcl the man on the land be 
con,iclered, but the minor also. So far as 
deep sinking was concerned, the money 
pourf.~d out in Gympie and Charters 'ro\vcre 
had not turned out satisfactorily, either to 
the companies engaged in it, or to the Stato 
'generally. Hon. 'members: >)ppoCit.e lwho 
ta.lkcd about an arsenic mine paying knew 
very little about mining. He had been 
engaged in mines that had been worked for 
a period of twenty years. 'l'here was one on 
Gympio which had been working for t"enty­
three yPara, and the compa.ny spent £100,000, 
but the s,hareholclers never earned a. dividend. 
Hon. member., who represented purely farm­
ing districts thought that they were the onls 
people who risked their labour. Dozens of 
men on Charters Tow·ers and Gympie had 
spent scores of thousands of pounds, and .)'C·t 

the shareholders had never rccei ved any 
return. When the Government started a 
coal oe a.rsenic mine, hon. memben:; opposite 
seemed to think that it should be a prc.tlt­
producing concern in the short sp~ce of two 
or three year...,, \Vhen the arsonic rr~ino "\Yas 
started, he had said that, if it pro--eel a. 
payable proposition a.ftcr five yeMs, it '' ould 
do very v, ell. It took time to develop mim·s. 
There was a coalmine in his electonte, which 
it would take time to make a pay:tble pro­
position, and it was the same with th" Styx 
Coa.lfielcl. Queensland was large Pnom.;h for 
half a ·dozen Strtte coalmi-nes. ln regard to 
the production of arsenic, he would draw the 
attention of the :\Lines Department to the 
fact that, in the Port Curtis electorrrtc, there 
was Just as good an arsenic deposit in the 
various lodes as there was in the Stan­
thorpe mine; the:v al-o contained a per­
centage of gold, sih·er. load, and copper. 
Ho hoped tha.t. in the near future, instead 
of th8 mineral production declining, they 
>Yould sec it incn'l.se. The leader of the 
Opposition referred to mineB in North 
Queensland closing clown. He might refer 
to the groat Cloncnrry mines, which closed 
down on very slight pretences at times. If 
the o\vners were tho patriots r:hcy n1a.de 
themsel.-es out to be, they would try to 
carry on their mines, although there \Vas a 
slight slump of copper, with a view of the 
market improving. They all knew that 
capital waB very sensitive. vVith the least 
slnmp in the n1a.rkct, the owner:;; iJnn1cdi­
atcly clc-.ed down the mines. They cued 
nothing for the miners working the mines. 
As a rule, mining companies put very little 
to reserves ; they generally paid their profits 
out in dividends, and did not proYide for 
the time when there would be a slump in the 
metal market. The first to suffm· were the 
worker;;. Thcv had not as Yet had a g-eo­
logical exami~ation of the State that they 
ought to have had. At a placD 8 miles from 
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'Yoodstock. which \vas about 26 miles from 
Townsvil!e. an iron ore deposit h«d been 
discovered. Mr. Saint-Smith. the geologist, 
stated that one of the lodes of iron ore 
there contained double the quantity tho.t was 
in Biggonden. where there was computed 
to be 500,000 tons. The reef required further 
Lxploratory work to find out if the lode con· 
tinned, and if it did, there might be ·" largo 
iron oro deposit close to To1\ nsYille, and 
right alongside the railwav. With a doser 
geological examination he thought they would 
find non ore deposits nearer to Bowen than 
the one he had mentioned. The Mines 
Department should send out geologists to 
make a thorough ex~tmination of the State. 
He had tried for years to get a thorough 
geological examination ma.de of all the 
islands from Iron Island right up to Cape 
York for the discovery of minerals. They 
kne\v that ther<' was a shortage of money: 
but in a great State like Queensland the 
position must improve, and when that 
improvement took place they should have a 
thoroug,h geologicaJ examination made. He 
had referred to deep sinking. What the 
Mines Department should do was to look 
for new fields. They knew that old fields 
would work out. 'l'ho:. could see tl1em all 
over the Common'''ealth gradually working 
out. They should look for ·new fields in 
Qu0ensla.nd, and, if they did that, now 
discoveries would be made. 

Mr. DASH: He noticed that £7,000 was 
available for prospecting. He hoped the 
miners would take advantage of that, and 

do some prospecting, because in 
[9 p.m.] the west of Queensland they had 

one of the richest fields in any 
part of the Commonwealth, and, as one who 
had been working there, he could say it had 
onlv been scratched so far. The Government 
ought to send prospector•· into that tep·itory. 
The lPader of the 1\ationaJist party had stated 
that immediately the war broke out the 
Denham Government had come to the assis­
tance of the mining companies in the State. 
As hr as the Cloncurry district was con­
cerned, he had never heard of the Govern­
ment at that time coming to the assistance 
of the companies on that field. The assis­
tance to the companies on that field was 
given by the miners and the smelter hands. 
\Yhen the price of copper was uncertain, the 
compam put a proposition to the employees 
whereby for the first month they would 
receive half wages until the first month's 
product was sold, when the remaining half 
would be paid. A very significant thing 
happened. _\!though the miners were pre­
pared to a:,..ist the company, they afterwards 
had to prcoccutc the company for the over­
time those men earned during that period, 
o.nd thco companies fought them through all 
the courtP. It showed how generous private 
enterprises vvpre vvhen it came to the ques­
tion of paving up after their turn had been 
sened. A very si·gnificant thing had hap­
pened quite recently in that district. 
Im•ncdiately the workers, through the 
Arbitration Court, served a claim on the 
companies, a conference v.ras hold in Towns­
ville, and shortly afterwards the companies 
gave notice that they were clqsing down. 
Those were some of the things the Opposi­
tion wanted to remember. Thev knew that. 
through the activities of the ·Government, 
thev were able to keep the mines going in 
(;hillagoe to-day. They did not hear the 
Opposition talking about retrenchment so far 
as the mining industry was concerned. They 

were Yerv rnuch alar1ned in connection with 
a few men who were put off by the Railway 
Department, but that was nothing in .c~m­
parison to this putting off by the mm~ng 
ron1panios in the Cloncurry district-c1?s1ng 
down at short notice. He was satisfied 
the mines were rich enough to be made 
paya.ble. He was quite certain they closed 
down so as to trv and intin1idate the court, 
which would have given its decision this 
month as to the rates of wages to be paid 
in that district. He hoped the Government 
would sec that the mining conditions were 
enforced on that field. Some of those free­
hold lands were held and \\·ere not manned 
as they should be. 'Vhether it was repudia­
tion or not, it was to be hoped that the 
C~oycrnment would introduce some legisla­
tion to force those companies to open up the 
mines or to forfeit them and allow somebody 
else to work them who was prepared to do 
so. If the mines were handed over to the 
Government, thev would not l;ave to 
\YOrrV much in connection with Unemploy­
ment for the next three or four months, 
because they would carry a good many men, 
as they had been only henpecked. the com­
panies having workf,d as shorthanded as 
they possibly could. He hoped no exemptions 
would he given, but the companies would be 
kept right up to the mark. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Before dealing 
with the several matters that had been 
brought up, he would like to refer again, 
briefly, to the question of arsenic. . Hon. 
members might think he was attachmg a 
good deal of importance to this, but a state­
ment made by the hon. member for Burnett 
had gone out through the Preqs, and he w':s 
tning to catch it up so that the public 
w~uld not be misled. He had a letter from 
the mo;,ager o£ Surgical Supplies, Limite~, 
Brisbane, which was a fairly good testr­
monial as to the arsenic produced. It was as 
follows:-

,, 'I'he Minister for Mines, 
" Treasur;o Buildings, Brisbane. 
·' Sir.-\Vc wish to tender our thanks 

to you' for facilitating the delivery o~ 5 
tons of O'rav arsenic \Vhich we are using 
for the b m~nufacture of ' Keltic' sheep 
and cattle dip. It is essential that 
nothing but high-grade arsenic should be 
used ill this preparation~ and we were 
pleased at finding, on submitting the 
a rscnic to analytical test, that it came 
up to 98-99 per cent. 

" \V e would, therefore, thank you to 
place a further order for 5 tons for us, 
to be delivered to Brumwick as 
J>reviously. 
"Yours faithfully. 

" Surgiral Supplies, Limited, 
"(Signed) F. G. PROSSER, 

'General Manager." 
In the face of this. he hoped the public 
\nmld not be misled by the rambling state­
Incllts made b:, the hon. n1embcr for Burnett. 
The hon. member for vVindsor had asked 
how the difference was made up when 
>trsenic \vas ~old at £10 per ton for the clear­
ing of pricklv-pear. The Mines Department 
received £23 per ton. The purch~ser of 
arsenic for prickly-pear clearing pard only 
£10 per ton. and it was subsidised by the 
Lands Department to the extent of £13 per 
ton. 

The hon. member for Burke had brought up 
the question of prospecting in the Chillagoe 

Hon. W. McConnack.] 
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district. Arrangements were being made 
\vith the genera! nutnager in Chillagoe, a~d, 
instead of people working small shows aslung 
for a·dvances from the Mines Department, a 
sum of moncv would be set aside by the 
manager, so that be might ndvancc money 
from time to time. Help in the form of 
machinery and pumpll' to enable mt·n to work 
small arcae in that district, to carry them 
below the water-level, would be supplied. 
Tho arrangemt~nt vvas that \vhen ore was 
secured <tnd ,,ant to him at the smelters. he 
fron1 tirne to tirne stopped the money he had 
advanced, and replenished the fund. They 
found it much better to allow the manager to 
do that loc<tlly, and he had the repayment 
in his o·,·;n hands if he were ··uccessful in 
getting ore. HA did not want to deal with 
Chillagoo at present. 

TlP hon. nlcnlhC:' for Fitzroy had brought 
u } th0 question of coal. r\ considcrahlo 
a~n,':Junt of rnoncv had been :c.pent in boring 
operations throughout the State. and they 
had located coal in several centre'. He 
thoug·ht Qllccmland could congr:.ttul<tte it,elf 
on haYing coal in altnost every district 
throughout the State. In that respect, thc:v 
were in a remarkable position compare-d with 
such States a•s Victoria and South Australia. 
They ,,)wuld develop their eo a !fields, and he 
hoped that th<tt would result in subsidiary 
industries l1eing- e~tablished from North 
QuecllSland to the South. A certain amount 
of "ork had been done at the Styx Hinn·. but 
onh' of a temporar;- nature, a1id the equip­
n1ol1t \Yas not very up to date. It ·was only 
roulh· a prospecting shaft, bat the:v had done 
axcc'flcnt ',York con~id<~ring the facilities they 
had for c<tnyiug on that work. The shaft 
\Yas sunk i:n a .distur bP cl area, and, of course, 
the seam was yery jumbled. While they 
were working that seam--and the,· had 
worked it properlY-there. had been 3.!100 tons 
of coal pmduced. som.. of which had been 
so){l to the ralhvavs. but lTI.06t of it \Yas sold 
to the gft:-; con1pn~y, at a profit. lio "Allt~~d 
t< point out to the hon. m<>•nbcr that, \Yhrle 
that \York \Yas gain~ on in a snudl \Yay, the 
~\:Ii110s Drpartn1ent \Ye re n ho boring in ~he 
vicinit:v, berau.::e it was nece"',-;o_ry to -establish 
a perrl1ancnt ~can1 in an undisturbed area. 
The seanl on the St,·x RiYor was supposed 
to COlltnin some of tho bc·-t coal in the Com­
mon'. calth, and preparations were being· 
made to sink a llonnanent shaft and proc_eeJ 
to gdting the: C<Jal. It would tak0 some tnne 
to sin:c a c-haft 4CO feet or 500 fclct and to 
f'qnin tJw 1uiuo. Shaft.;:; \Yore not sunk and 
n1illf~~ equipped in a day, as only a CPl't.ain 
nu uh{•r of mPn cou]d be f~mployc,d in "inking 
a :-.haft, and o~1ly a cC'rtain nuinbcr could be 
employed on a ~ea1n of coal, or ore of nny 
kind. unlc,s it was wdl opened up, and that 
vvo~dd take a considerable tin1e. 

:vir. IlARTLE'i : TheY kuow it is there now. 
How much arc they "going to spend? 

The IIO:\lE SECHETARY: He did not 
know wh<tt it would cost. The seam had 
been sunk 500 feet, and before any coal could 
be got there must bo another sh~ft sunk for 
ventilation, and these things couTd not be 
done in a dav. Ho considered it wjse, in 
spending a l~rge amount of public money 
upon a. mine, to fust of all determine 
whether the expenditure was warranted. 
That had been done at Bowen <tnd the Styx 
River, and after the initial prospecting ha-d 
been successfully carried out, the Mines 

'[:Hon. W. JlfcGormack. 

Department should proceoo v·ith all haste to 
get tlw mine in such a condition that it 
would be a pa~·able proposition. Great \_vork 
had bc<>n done at Bowen. Everyone adnutted 
th<tt that field was probably o!re of the best 
in Australia. Almost evon'thing that could 
b,, don<> had been done at Bowcn pending the 
completion of the railway. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: \Yhat about Blair Athol? 
It has a yory large seam. 

The liO:YIE SECRETARY: The coal was 
not as good, and it was further from the 
coast. 

Mining to-d<ty was under a cloud to a large 
extent. and had been ~cc the war. Extra­
ordin~ry pric0s ruh'd during the war, because 
metals \YC're the Jnain ("'JSCntia ls in warfare. 
YI.eta ls also played a YN:V large part in 
civilisation. They could not enjoy many of 
the mo-dern comforts <tnd facilities they 
onjoyed to-day were it not for metals. Aus· 
tr~lia. like cvPry other country in the· world, 
was suffering fron1 the aftcnnath of war. He 
J·cad a g·ood deal of literature dealing with 
mining jn other countries, and his opinion 
was that the disturbed iudnstrial conditions 
existing in Europe w0rc rlosing-onl:"r tem­
poraril:·. he hopcd-t1he .large indwttric>S. 
Re-construction work \\us not going on as fast 
as the:~ had cxp0cted. Shortage of n1on_ey 
"\Vas prPventing- C'lties and great industnes 
fron1 ap;ain rf'-e..:tab1itJ1ing thmnsclves. Unless 
the large elPrt.rjcal manufacturing \Vorks vvore 
in fnll operation, copper. for instance, \Yas not 
m,cded in th<:> quantiti0s it would be 1f they 
wer0 ut \York. He thoug-ht the trouble was 
temporarY ; but he did not think coppe_r could 
be pro·dnrec1 an:;·whero eh ea per tha.n In Aus­
trn I ia, cxrepti11g in tl1c ·united States, wh~ro 
their method of handling large ore-hodres 
<'nabled th0m to produce copper at a much 
lov. er pri-ce tluu1 tlH'Y could in .Au-stralia. 
But n~rrinsl· that. the \\·ages in the United 
State-:; t.\,erc dollblc \\hat th0y WPre in ..Aus­
tndia. It \HIS remarkable, bat true, that 
An:'trali1'1 "-a3 producing coal to-day at a 
lower prirc than an:v other country in the 
world. \Yith all the talk of industrial 
trouble and high wav0s, AustraUa produced 
coal {lt a less cOst than in Europe. That said 
sonwthing for the Australian workmen and 
for th0 Australian methods. (Hear, bear 1) 

The hon. nwrnb-c'r for Bulimba rnadc a Yer!­
sensiblc s;v•crh llPa ling \dth mlnins;·. It 
\Y :-~a gn:;Jt pit_,. he did not ah\a\'< dunk as 
h,, snoke that aftPrnoon. (Hear, h· 'lr 1) He 
h:1d 'a YC'TV vivid l'Ccollcction of waitinp.; upon 
that 11on.v gentleman in ron1panv \Yith l\1r. 
Thco.rlore a'nd some of the :\'orth~ Queensland 
n1injng JH'op!o just aftPr the outbreak of \Yar, 
urging that he should gjvo th{• Chillag-oe 
compUny f/,)010 as6istance to enable them ~o 
ca'·rv on. The con1nanv at that stRge 1vas In 
a J.bEtd wt1~.:. and ni·osr)ec,ts of higher p~·iccs 
were looming. The outlook. as a rPsult of 
war continuing, shmYPd that metals would 
increaoc all round. and they urged the hon. 
gentleman-who was then Acting Premier. 
hocause :\1r. Denham was abeent at the tune 
-to help the company. but he turned a very 
deaf ear to that request. 

Hon. vV. H. B,\RNES: He had very good 
reasons for doing it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He turned 
a deaf ear to the appeal, and he believed 
that had the hon. gentleman helped the 
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<e>ompany at that st<1ge the Government would 
not have the Chillagoe Company's works 
to-day, because the company would have got 
on it"' feet again. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Don't you know they 
have been helped again and again, and 
finally the Government had to take them 
over 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
gontlPman never helped the Chillagoe Corn· 
pany. That company did not owe the 
Government one penny. If he had been 
generous on that occ<esion, as he said he was 
to-day, he believed thnt millions of pound,· 
worth of copper. lead, and silver would have 
been produced in that Northern Qw•ensland 
country during the war. The price of copper 
during the war was £120 per ton, the price of 
load £50 per ton, and the price of sih·er 6s. 
per oz. The price of copper previously had 
been £56 per ton, the price of lead £13 per 
ton, and thP price of silver 1s. 9d. per oz. The 
hon. g·entleman was pleased to say in that 
House that he believed in private enterprise: 
but while he and his friends di-d :1ot believe 
iu pri ,·ate enterprise, they supported that 
appC'al, because they thoqght it was a foolish 
thing to allow a g-rc'at industry like that in 
such a distr.ict to die for want of a few 
thousand pounds. But the deputation got 
the cold shoulder from the hon. gentleman, 
.and the interview finished in a brawl. 

Hon. \'\. H. BARXES: Oh, no! 

The HO .ME SECRETARY: It was not alto­
gethei' the fault of the hon. gentleman, but 
it finished up in a very unsatisfactory manner. 
One member of the deputation lost his 
t.;mpor, and he was ordered out of the room. 
The hon. member for Bulimba now professed 
that he wautcd to help the mining industry, 
but he never carried out that policy when 
he had the pmYer to do so. The shame of 
it was tlmt, although the company had their 
rnincs opened up, unwatered, and \vorking 
to a certain extent, they could not get money 
to carry on. He believed that had they 
got the money at that tirn8 Queensland would 
be at least £2,500,000 richer than it was 
to-dct_v. But the Govenuncnt wore not taking 
any inte1·est in mining at all at that time. 
Ono of the troubles in connection with 
rnining "''as that it VYas 1nore or less n 
:;.peculation. The rcu~on n1ining fie-lds were 
net developed to-day in Australia was that 
othf'r industric" were much more profitable. 
Th(~re -...-n-l ~ not the ~a me risk in investing 
!lWllC~~ as there v; as in 111ining. 11oncy Cound 
be mad~ easier by men of \Yealth floating 
big concerns in the city, which did no good 
to the State. but merely bought and sold 
thing~. Tndu~trial concerns requiring capable 
11lanag0tncnt wrro, of course, a great benefit 
to the State; but, during the last fev: years, 
other businesses offered a more profitable 
investment to the man ,,-ho had money than 
mining, and the result was that their primary 
industries) especially n1jning, suffered. The 
drapery industry and other industries of a 
similar character offered a splendid field 
for the investment of the money of men 
of wealth. l\1en would put £500,000 in a 
business which bought stock and sold it 
again. They did not hesitate to put their 
money into the ironrnongery business or a 
draper: business, but industr.ial concerns 
were stationary, and there was no security 
for the investment of money in that direction, 

owing to the effects of the war. ]\len could 
Inake thPir rnoncy easier by investing in 
concerns like those he had mentioued, and 
did not, as a consequence, put their m_oney 
into mining. The hon. member for BulJrnba 
mentioucd that at one period of the history 
of (~ueonsland the mining industry pulled 
the State out of a hole. He believed that 
at that time other indt1stries were not so 
profitable, v:itb the result that money went 
into miuing. The mining industry was not 
a6 prosperous as jt ·was, and the l~(;~ult "\vas 
that mining was g·oing down. 

Mr. VowLES: Couldn't you help it under 
the Income Tax ),et? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
know that theY could; but he thought that 
every inducement <hould be given to people 
to establish industrie-; in Qu,eensland. He 
had ah" a vs thought it was bad policy for 
the Gove;nmont to spend all ils money in 
building railwaye. While building a rail-

av. the:. might have a thousand men 
employed, but immediately that railway was 
finished, those thousand rnen we1·e unern­
ploved, wherea, if the money was invested 
in i1crmanent industries, they would have a 
large number of men permanently employed. 

Hm:. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man made reference to a certain thing which 
happened vvhile he was Acting Prcn~ier. As 
the thing happened some f1vc or siX years 
ago) and ho ha.d not acces~.,. to the_ papers, 
am·thing he might say on the subJect now 
might not be strictly accurate. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I will correct you. 

lioN. W. H. BARNES: His fear was that 
tho hon. rnember's correction might not be 
an accurate one but he was quite sure that 
the hon. gcntler{,an would correct him if he 
thouo·ht it would suit him to do so. He 
rniglrt haYc been \Vrong in s_aying that the 
Chillagoo Company had recen·ed help from 
llw Govermneut. But he know that the 
conJ]Jany had met v:ith ditlic_ultie:s agam 
and ctgain, and that those dJfhcultJes were 
thoroughly gone into by competent officers, 
and the Go, crnrnf'nt arriYcd at the conclusro_r~ 
that it \'"ould be disastrous to Queensland Ic 

they t1ttemptcd to touch the busiuess, Those 
people spent a lot of monec· on then· enter­
prises, and if the Go,-ermnent had stepped 
in at that juncture and made. the adva:J?-CCS 
th<'V were a'·kccl to make, he ~hd not boheve 
that would have helped the company in any 
w~v. It would only have put a little further 
eth~acl the difficulty which was then faumg 
them. In going through the report of the 
1\Iines Department, 1chich he read durmg 
the tea. adjournruenL he came a.cro~s ccrta1n 
n'fcrcncf's to the Chillagoc proposition. Ho 
hoped that venturP would turn out well, as 
it had inYolved t.ho GoYc-PnnH~nt 1n an 
expenditure, according to the Auditor­
General's report, of £470,000 in the shape 
of promissory notes or debentures, He 
wanted to sav here and now that much of 
tl;e country's" trouble'S to-dav were brought 
about by f~llowing the example of Micawber, 
who ~aid) "I will sign a promrssory note~ 
and then the matter "·ill be settled." The 
promissory notes he referred to were matur­
ino- and still the Government were lcadmg 
th~' cornmunitv to purchase with promissory 
notes State statiom which would return H 
per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Hon. TV. H. Barnes.] 
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Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES : With regard to 
thA application made to him on behalf of 
thP Chillagoc Company, his memory was 
now (1uite clear upon the subject, an~ ho 
hclio,·ed it \Yonld ha,·e been exceedmgly 
unwise for them to have undertaken to 
adYanct~ n1onc2, to the company at that time, 
knowill,S the very groat difficulty they had 
to fece and the difficulties the': had had to 

fac0 for fnine ycai·s previously. 
[9.30 p.m.] And the hmL memlwr merely 

brought it up to try to make 
out that some utt0ranees of his during the 
a ftcrnuon wcr(~ not sincere. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Very fine sentiments! 

Ho>r. \Y. H. BAR:\ES: Any sentiment he 
expressed in the HoLtse was carried out in 
\Vhat he sought to do outside in tho interests 
of tile con;munity. The hon. member tried 
to sidetrack something. He \Yas an adept 
at sidc~tcpping if ho believed it V\Tas in hjs 
intrrcsts and the interests of the Government. 

Mr. RIORDA"': The hon. member for 
Bulimba said the Government of that day 
would huvc had no securib· for the desired 
advance to the Chillagoe Company, but the 
con1pany was prepared to give any security 
at that time. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES : \'.'hat about their 
debenture-holders? 

Mr. RIORDAN: Mr. Torpy, ,,,·ho had 
spent a good n1any thousands of pounds up 
there, and the lertcler of the Nationalist party 
got a llttlc annoyed with one another; and 
Mr. Torpy, a more pntctical man than the 
hon. mew be r, had to leave the room. He 
\\as ord0red to leave the room, and thought 
it wise to do so. The Acting Premier of 
that time did not even control his telllper 
long enough--

Hon. \Y H. BAR::-!ES : That is not correct. 
\\'ere you tberc? 

Mr. RIORD)~cN: No; but he knew that 
the £30,000 did not go to Chillagoe. and 
he was prepared to take JHr. Torpy's word 
and the tJC\Yspaper reports against the hon. 
member's. 

The Hmn~ SECRe:T.IRY: You arc quite 
correct in ,.·hat you say. 

Mr. Vowu:s: Trying to make friends with 
him? (Laughter.) 

Mr. RIORDA:\: He could not control his 
tC'I1.~..per long enough to allow practical 
Ininers, who had ~-pent on~r a 1ni1lion of 
money in that district. to statE, the case. 
The hon. nwmber laughed, but he saw him 
the othe-r morning practically in a state of 
collitp'c trying to explain away some of his 
f'XpPnditm'P. After that, when the present 
Governrn0nt haO a contract for r>Of1pPr and 
the metol \YaO< at £112 per ton, the-1 sa\': the 
Chillago•, l'nrchase Bill continuot;sly hung 
up b:, thf' friends of hon. mcn1bcrs opposite, 
and v.·l1cn the '-; ar was oYer and the Govern­
ment had lost their contract, thc Upper 
House said they really thought that a Royal 
Commission should go up and inspect the 
mines. One of the genticmen asked him if 
he thought it was a good thing, and he 
replied. "Yes; if they could get half a 
do7.cn diving jadwts with which to go down 
th:e minP. it might be a good thing to inspect 
mmes that had been closed down for at 

[Hon. TV. H. Barnes. 

least four or five years." (Laughter.) One 
hem. member, to show his knowledge of 
mining, '"id that he had heard that one 
mine-the Ladv J ane-w as floochd and on 
{irc-t.hinking. u of course, that it was not 
pmctiettble for a mine to be f!oocll.'d and on 
fire at the same time. (Laughter.) The 
hon. rnem bN for Bulimba knew nothing 
outside of notatoC's, but he ~et his knowledgo 
up against that of Nlr. Torpy, a good, 
prnctieal rna11, \Yho \Vas on the Broken Hill 
fielcl and went right through the mining 
industry frorn a boy. 

He had really risen to ask the Minister 
what his reply was in regard to the diamond 
rl.!·ill for Croydon. He did not quite catch 
his reply in regard to the Etheridge leases; 
hut one of the things he wanted to know 
delinitely from the Minister was the attitude 
of the :Vlincs Department towards the 
dimnond drill. Another question he asked 
was when the State battery at Kidston was 
likelY i·o be finished. Th0 ,e were the ~wo· 
things he wanted to know-the two questwns 
to which he wanted replies. H" had sent 
objections to the :\lines Department to any 
furtlwr exemptions being granted on the· 
Etheridge field. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed to­
him under the Standing Orders. 

2\Ir. HARTLEY: He would like the 
Minister to explain more clearly in refer­
cuce lo the- matter in respect to which he 
nskcd him a question. He knew that it 
took time to bore a field, and nobody knew 
better than the !ton. member for Kormanby 
and himoelf the insistence and the pressure 
that had to be exerted with the Mine& 
Department to bother about the field at alL 
ThricEo tL~y condemned it after boring holes, 
and then they put the prospecting shaft 
down in disturbed country. He knew that 
rtL least two bores had shown absolutely 
ancl delinit.elv that the coal was there in 
unrlisturbed · countrv and of tho highest 
qnalitT in Quecnsla.nd, if not iii Australia_ 
The grounds of his apprehension were that 
there wo ~ only £26,000 for the development 
of the Bowen, Styx River, and Baralaba 
fiPlds, and he wanted to know whether there 
was any likelihood of any more money being 
available, because it would cost more than 
that to put one decent developm<'nt shaft 
clown on the Stvx. Thev had about 3,000 
uncmplo~· cd in 0ueenslalld at the present 
tinH•, and n. gn_ .·lt many miners IYOn1d pro­
ha hly be out of work if the drop in the 
price of copper went on. The v. ay out for 
the Go,·onmwnt might bo in the develop­
ment of those three fields. He hoped that 
tllP l\-Iinis!Pr Y"ould hr able to assure him 
that the £8.000 for tho Stvx was not the 
onlY vote-'. hrcause it woufd work out at 
a bout £800 per month, whereas his know­
Ledge, gainPd from men who opoke with 
autborit\·. shO\YCd that it WOUld ta k~ about 
£800 a ~veck to put down a decent deYclop­
mr'nt shaft on t-he Stvx RiYer field. The 
dc'Jl?ertment proposed to send the machinery 
lateh· in uso at \Varra to the Bowen field. 
The· Bowcn coalfields could not possibly get 
rnih;·a"· communicat1on under nine months . 
. \t the. Styx River they had the coal right on 
the railway, and that was one reason wh.v 
the field should be dPYeloped. He hoped 
the Minister would giYe him the assurance· 
he asked for. 
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Mr. PETERS0:'-1 endorsed the remarks 
made bv the bon. membnr for Fitzrov. Both 
J3aralrrL~a and Styx HiYer coalfielcis \vcre in 
,l1ls electorate) and he knew that the surr1 of 
£26.000 provided on the Estimates would bo 
utterly inadequate fo developi-ng the coal­
ileltl'. It looked as if the rate of progres, 
woul cl be the scc~ne '"' that of the last three 
yens. Ho did not want to be an old man 
before the eoalfi<'lds "·ere developed, At ]WC'· 

sent thousands of tons of coal were leaving 
:'\o''Ta,tlc over~,- year for diuc·ront parts of 
the \Yodel. and. if thov had their coalfields 
developed in Queensland, they could get some 
of that trade. .\.t Baralaba there was a rail­
'' ay which was a dead loss-on which the 
Treasury had to pay interest-and they 
could make it a paying railwa.y hy develop­
ing it, because the :\1ount Mm·gan Company 
<va.ntocl the coal, and so did the different 
gas companiL'S in the district. Re thanked 
the hon. member for Fitzroy for the a£c;isb­
ancc he always gaYe l!in1 in getting- the mines 
opened up in the l':orrnanby electorate. 

Que,tion put. 

Mr. H,'\.RTLEY: He hoped tlw Minister 
\Vas not going to allo\v the vote to be passed 
without giving the information that had been 
asked for. He knew the financial ]JOsition 
was tight; but if the Minister looked at it 
from the point of view of providing work 
for the unemployed, he would see that an 
opportunity was provided by opening up the 
coalmines. If they did not open up the 
Styx mine quickly the railway would be 
through to Mackay. He hoped tlw ;.viinister 
would state the intentions of the Mines 
Department. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman knew quite \Yell that hp "as not 
the ]llinistor running the l\1ines Department, 
and he had no accosR to the ~Minister at 
present. He did not know the ~Minister's 
intentions in t.he matter. All he knew was 
that the money was on the Estillllttcs, and 
the Mmes Department officials told him that 
they wore going to press on \.''ith the work 
until they got the coalmines to a productive 
sta.tc. 

Mr. RIORDAK: vVhat about the diamond 
drill? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The officials 
of the Mines Department told him that there 
"''"' no diamond drill available, but as soon 
a.s there was one available it would be scmt 
up there. 

Question put and passed. 

RAIL\VAYS. 

The SECRETARY FOE RAILvVAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, E eppd) moved-That 
£4,802,424 be granh)d for ·' Raih1 ays." The 
vote shmYcd an increase of £845,000 over the 
vote for last yoar. 'l'he increases \vere r.aadc 
up, upproxirnatcly, of incroa.s1)3 in the rail­
·way a·wa,rd, automatic increases, increased 
coet of fuel, etc. The increases seemed sub­
stantial, but they wer<~ due to circun1stancos 
over which the Government bad no control. 
The awardJ o£ the court must bo met and 
honoured, and the increased price of fuel 
must be n1et. The increased cost, llCCf';;sitated 
b: increased traffic, had also to be met; and 
t,he incr£ases. generallv speaking, could not bo 
avoided bv the Government. He would show 
the impro~·ed po,ition of the Railway Depart­
ment for 1919-20 as compared with 1918-19, 

and he wa.; going to giYc tho in1proYt'd rwsi­
tion in statistical form. It was as follows:-

RAILWAY PosrTrox. 

PLI•: ,SlXG DIPROYEMEX'l'-STATlSTlCALLY 

EXPRESSED. 

Cash llcctipt '· 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 

Increase 

1918-1919 
1919-1920 

Increase 

£3,983,000 
£4,936,000 

£953,000 

9.942,700 
10,443,600 

500,900 

Train Jliles per .lian. 
1918-1919 602 

621 1919-1920 

Increase 19 

~-;et Earnings. 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 

Increase 

£294,152 
£636,758 

£342,606 

p, rccntaue of Profit to Capital Invested. 
£ -'· d. 

1918-1919 
1919-1920 

In~rcase 

0 14 6~ 
1 10 2~ 

o 15 n 
Pcrccntag,. of 1V or king Expenses tu Earninus. 

1G181919 92.62 
1919-1920 87.16 

He thought that wets a fine result, consider­
ing the embarrassing and difficult condition 
under which the Railwav Dcnartment had 
been labouring. " ' 

Hon. vV. H. BARKES: You have a loss of 
£5,000,000. 

The SECRETARY .FOR RAILWAYS: 
The difficulties the department had to con­
tend with were unparalleled in the history 
o£ the State. The hon. member for Bulimba 
talked about loiises, yet he was a member of 
a pa!'ty that haJ ha.d an accumulated deficit 
of £8.500,000 in the Railway Department. The 
hon. member belonged to a party which had 
deficits amounting to £8.500,000 in the Rail­
way Department, and the same party had 
thirty deficits during the time th('Y were on 
the Trea5ur:v benches) resulting in the accumu­
la.tod deficit mentioned. During the sanw 
period the hon. member's Government robbed 
the teachers and robbed the railway scrvante. 
Their railway bill had increased, bnt the 
railway servic-e was literally starved before 
tho present Government took contra 1. 
(Opposition interjection,) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope that 
hon. members will not interject. The Minis­
ter is making a very important statemellt. 
and I appeal to hon. members to allow him 
to make that statement. 

:VIr. BEBBIXGTO;i: The l\linister is jusi 
sticking it out till 10 o'clock. 

The SECEETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Opposition passed " Railwaj Guarantee 
Act, i1npu ~ing a burden on the fanners. This 
Government had repealed that '\.et. and 
wiped off a debt of £225,000 immc·'iatcly 
the) came into office, a.nd they would have 
been receiving £400,000 extra r('YDnue to-clay 

Hon. J. La1'combe. J 
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if thev had continued the Rail" ay Guarantee 
Act ilr operation. (Uproar.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would ask 
hon. members to restrain themselves, am! 
uphold the traditions of the Committee. 

Ml'. BEBBIXGTON (to the Minister) : You 
have been fooling the House. You will not 
f.1ol the House any more. (Continued dis­
order.) 

The CHAIRMA~: Order! Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YA YS: 
The hon. member for Drayton had been 
doing nothing but fooling the Hm!Se ever 
since he had bePn there. In the davs when 
the predecessors of hon. members "Oppo,ite 
were in power there were nothing but 
deficits. l:nder a Tory Governnwnt in Vic­
toria the accumulah:d raihvav dcficioncv wa-:~ 
ovN £2,000,000 sinc0 1913. ·In the United 
State'-, und(~r a rrory GoYcrnmcnt. thC' deficit 
was £45.000,000 last . car. ln Engla.nd, under 
a Tor; Government, £41,000,000, and in 
Sout-h Africa, under a Tory Govcrnn1cnt, 
£600,000 last year. 

Mr. CORSER: \\'hat about vour Govern­
ment in Russia? (Opposition ·laughtn and 
interjection.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
It was no good trying to (lisputn the fact 
that Torv rule meant deficits on the rail­
ways and otherwise. He \Vantcd to deal 
br(efly with the question of employment. A 
good dcfll had hPc·n said latel:~ of an unfair 
nature n bout, thP en1ploycec, in the raih\ ay 
SCI'\·ice. 

Hon. vV. H. BARl'iES: Many of them 
wonder ,,·here they are just now. 

The SF.CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It had been said that the employees had 
increased enorn1ously under the> regiine of 
the present GoYernment. Hon. rne.nbers 
opposite had inmltingly said tha.t the Hail­
way Department was a kind of bcnC\·olent 
asylum for the friends of the present Gm·ern­
mPnt. Let them te·,t that statement by 
actual figures-

"CO:hlPARISO:X OF El\U-'LOYEES-TORY 
AND LABOUR GovER"'ME:-:T. 

1911-12 12,900 
1914-15 14,936 

Increase 

1914-15 
1919-20 

2,036 

14,936 
16,823 

RLLE 

Increase 1,887 only. 

Incrf•ase in employecs-Tory 
Government. three years 2,036 

Inercae,p in r~mployces-Labour 
GoYcmment, whole period . 1,887 

Differenrc .. . 149 less 
One hundred and forb--nine more in 

three years thon i he w.hole period of 
Labour adrninistration--five years up to 
30th June, 1.920." 

Hon. members opposite had the effrontery and 
audacity to talk about a wholesale increase 
of the cnlploycf>; in the railway service under 
the prc,sent Administration. It shmYed how 
hollow and insincere they were, and that 
their statements had no relation to fact. Hon. 
members opposite said that there were too 
many employees in the Railway Department. 
He would read what the "Daily Mail,'' the 
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organ of hon. members opposite, said on 29th 
October-

" Our taxation is imposed in order to 
allow political spendthrifts to wallow in 
extravagance; to foster an army of State 
parasites~" 

Those were the men who professed solicitude 
for the construction \vorkers. Hon. mernbcrs, 
and their Tory Press, designated the railway 
cinploycf's as parasites-offensive and slan­
derOLIS statements. The " Courier " also had 
so1nething of a very offensive nature to say 
concerning the rai!IYay service and the public 
sen·ants, \Yhich he was not going to quote, but 
hon. me m bcrs opposite. and their Tory 
organ··, had slandered rmd insulted the rail­
\Yay workers and the public se1·vir(· gener­
ally, and now cxpr0sscd solicitude because 
a few of them had been given notice on 
account of curtailment of loan expenditure. 

Mr. VowLES, Did not :VIr. Hunter say 
there were 3,000 too many employee in the 
railway service? 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
The hon. mPmbcr said that. He had a copy 
of the speech delivered by the leader of the 
Opposition at Gatton, on the 4th of October, 
1920. v:hen he said that there wore 3.000 ioo 
n1a1(- ll1{'11 in the raih\'ay scr,-ice doing 
unprodu<'tiYc \' ork. 

Jilr. VowLES: I said that :Mr. Hunter said 
so. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The '' Quectsland Tin1es," an anti-Labour 
papN reported the hon. member as he had 
stntcd. The hon. 1ncrnber w·cnt on to say-

,, \\-o arc paying t\tO men to do one 
rnan's work, and 've arc dmnoralising the 
tv, o 111en in doing it." 

The hon. member for Oxlf'Y had also lllaclc 
rcnwrks regaPding the raihvay service. 'l'he 
hon. lncmber nutdc false statcJnent::; concern­
ing the 1nargin of increase of the cruployees 
under the present GoYernmcnt. The follow­
ing \vas a co1nparison with regard to 
employeefl. and train mileage:-

E)JPLOYEES--TRAIX MILES. 
KIDSTOx -DEXHA)l·BARNES AD)li:-i!STRATION. 

Employees. 
1912-13 
1913-14 

Increase 

Train "l££les. 
1912-13 
1913-14 

13,982 
14,965 

983 

11,464,084 
11,346,334 

Decrease 117,750 

He would compare that. brieflv with what 
took place last year. The increase in the 
number of employees for 1919-20 was 262, 
and the train mileage increased by 500,000. 
That n'cm·d showed how infinitely superior 
Labour control was in regard to the railway 
policy of the State. He had been collecting 
the charges made by hon. members, hut 
time would not permit him to go through 
with them. He was not responsible for 
having taken up undue time to-night. 
(Opposition interruption.) vVhen hon. mem­
ber" on the Goyernment side were in 
opposition, they mapped out certain days 
for the E~timat,-'s, giYing mDre time to the 
important Estimate, tha.n the unimportant 
ones. Hon. members opposite had simply 
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wasted the time at their disposal, and now 
they wore complaining. (Opposition dissent., 
He thoug-ht that the squeals of the hon. 
member for Drayton and other Oppositionists 
indicated that his remarks had gone home. 

At 10 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said : Under the pro­

visions of Standing Order No. 306, I will 
now proceed to put the remaining votes. 

The following items were then put and 
passed:-

" Railwavs" £4,802,424; 
"Trust 1u{d Special Funds," 1920-1921, 

£3,041,778 2s. 6d.; 
"Loan Fund Account," 1920-1921, 

£4,003,484; 
"Supplementary Trust Funds," 1920-

1921, £400,000; • 
"Supplementary Estimates," 1919-1920, 

£1.040,530 Ss. lld. ; 
"Supplementary Trust Funds-Esti-

mat<'s," 1919-1920, £117,287 5s. 9d. ; 
"Supplementary Loan Fund Estin1atcs," 

1919-1920, £644,089 10s. lld. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to 
certain resolutions, and the resumption of 
the Committee was made an Order of the 
Day for a later hour of the day. 

SUl0 PLY. 
RESU:\IPT!ON OF COMMITTEE. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1921-1922. 
The TREAS CRER moved-That £1,150,000 

be granted on account of the service of His 
Majesty for the year 1921-1922 towards 
defraying the expenditure of the various 
departments and' services of the State. That 
wns merely an extra month's supply. 

Question put anclrpasscd. 
T'he House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to 
a further resolution, and the resumption of 
the Committee was made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow .. 

RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIOKS. 
The PRE::VIIER: I beg to move-That the 

resolutions from Committee of Supply be 
received to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 

I='l\'OME TAX ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL, No. 2. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

The TREASURER, in moving-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to amend in a certain parti­
cular the Income Tax Act of 1902 as 
amended by subsequent Acts"-

said: In order to anticipate the discussion 
on various stages of the Bill, he might 
inform the Committee that the Bill follows 
the recent High Court decision. It was weD­
known under our taxation laws the interest 
derived from State and Commonwealth 
securities >vas free of taxation but under 
the same Act, where the tax was payable, 
thcv used the total income from all sources 
to 'arri vc a.t the rate of the tax. As the 
decision of the Hig-h Court had put Com­
monwealth securities beyond their power in 

that matter, they thought Queensland securi­
ties ought to be placed on the same basis, so 
they were relieving those who were holding 
Quoon~lund securities from that tax. It 
would mean a loss to the revenue of about 
£6.000 a year. 

::iil', CoRSER: vVc advocated that when the 
Bill \Yas going through. 

The TREASURER: Well, now you have 
got it. 

Queetion put and passed. 
The Home reeumed. The CHAIR?>IAN 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, and the resolution was agreed to. 

ALL STAGES. 
The Bill passed ail stages without amend­

ment or debate, and was ordered to be trans­
mitt,_·d to the Legislative Council, for their 
concurrence, by message in the usual form. 

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 




